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SPECIAL COMMUNICATION. 

A Special Communication of the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine, 

was holden at the new Masonic Hall, in Portland on the second 

day of May, A. L. sSss, and called to order and opened in ample 

form, in the third degree, at nine o'clock A. M. , by the M. W. 

Grand Master, who presided. 

GRAND OFFICERS PRESENT. 

M. W . TIMOTHY CHASE, 

R. W. · FREEMA~ BRADFORD, 

BE~JAMIN KELLEY, 

WILLIAM ANDREWS, 

MOSES DODGE, 

CHARLES B. SMITH, 

E. A . CHADWICK, 

E . G. RAWSON , 

JOHJ'Ii H . WILLARD, 

JOHN J. BELL, 

WILLIAM ALLEN, 

S. B. DOCKHAM, 

Bro. JOHN DAIN,' 

Grand Master; 

as Deputy Grand Master; 

as Senior Grand Warden; 

as Junior Grand Warden; 

Grand Treasurer; 

Recording Grand Secretary ; 

Cor. Grand Secretary; 

Senio r G rand Deacon ; 

Junior Grand Deacon ; 

Grand Steward; 

Grand Sword Bearer; 

Grand Marshal ; 

Grand Tyler. 

PAST GRAND OFFICERS PRESENT. 

M. W. ROBERT P. DUNLAP, P . G. Master. 

ABNER B. THOMPSON, " 

FREEMAN BRADFORD, " 

JOSEPH C. STEVENS, 
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The Grand Master then appointed a Committee on Credentials, 

consisting of Bros. Bell of Carmel, Allen of Portland, and Willard 

of Wilton, who after attending to the duties assigned to them, 

reported that the following lodges are represented by the brethren 

hereinafter named , viz: 

I Portland, by T. J . Sanborn, WM; R. W. Kennard, SW; Joseph Fowler, 

JW. 
3 Lincoln, by D. K. Kennedy, WM. 

5 Kennebec, by Daniel Russell, WM; Stephen Lord, Proxy. 

6 Amity, by E. G. Knight, WM ; D. T. Boynton, JW; Samuel Chase, 
Proxy. 

7 Eastem, by J.D. White, SW. 

8 United, by John Crawford, WM; John R. Haley, SW; Joseph Stetson, 

JW. 
9 Saco, by Elijah Smith, WM; T. ]. Murray, SW; E. P . Burnham, Proxy. 

10 Rising Virtue, by Silas Alden, WM; G. F. Sargent, SW; John Williams, 

Proxy. 

12 Cumberland, by Moses Plummer, WM ; T . H . W eymouth, SW. 

13 Oriental, by George Peirce, Proxy. 

14 Solar, by D. H.. Wylie, WM ; T . H. G. Marston, Proxy. 

15 Orimt, by E. B. Hinkl ey, S W; George Crawford, Proxy. 

16 St. Geo•:t;e's, by Alden M. W etherbee, Proxy. 

17 Ancient Laml·Ma1·k, by Stevens Smith, WM; William Andrews, SW; 

A. P . Stinson, JW. 

18 Oxford, by Alden Palmer, WM; B. Greely, JW; William W. Virgin, 

Proxy. 

19 Felicity, by j. H. Sherman, WM. 

20 Maine, by James C. Harper, WM; G. W. Chase, SW; J . H . Willard, 

Proxy. 

2 1 Oriental Star, by David G. Plummer, Proxy. 

22 York , by George B. Littlefield, Proxy. 

23 Freepm·t, by Samuel Thing, SW; W. A. Mitchell , JW. 

24 Pluz:11ix, by Hiram Ch~se, WM. 

27 Adonimm, by John B. Sweat, WM; Arthur McA rthur, Proxy. 

29 Tranquil, by R. H. Rose, JW; Samuel H . Wilson, Proxy. 

31 Union, by Ebenezer Cobb, Proxy. 

32 Hermo11, by D . C. Palmer, SW; James M. Colson, JW; James McCurdy, 

Proxy. 

34 Somerset, by B. P . Pearson, WM; A. B. Pratt, SW; A. D. Murray, JW. 

35 Bethlehem, by Elias G. Hedge, SW; G. S. Mulliken, JW. 

36 Casco, by N. Drinkwater, WM . 
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37 Washington, by Abiel Foster, Proxy. 

38 Harmony, by Merrill Thomas, WM. 

39 Penobscot, by Thomas Brown, W M. 

40 Lygonia, by S. P. Thomas, WM. 

42 Freedom, by William Cobb, WM; (;ilman Lougee, Proxy. 

43 A Ina, by Daniel A. Campbell, S W; Thom as Dearing, JW. 

4 ~ PiSfataquis, by Benj. F . Mudgett, Proxy. 

4s Ceutral, by Amasa T aylor, Jr. , WM; D. W. G riffin , Proxy. 

46 St. O·oix, by Francis Williams, Proxy. 

47 Dunlap, by Frederick D. Edgerly, WM; Lewis B. Weeks, JW. 

48 Lafayette, by George S. Currier, Proxy. 

49 Me1·idian Splendor, by Peleg H. Tracy, WM. 

50 Am·ora, by John C. Moody, WM; Consta nt kankin, Proxy. 

52 Mosaic , by Elihu B. Averill, Proxy. 

54 Vassttlborough , by Edward Gray. Proxy. 

55 Fraternal, by Joshua Herrick, WM . 

56 Mount Mm·iah, by L. P. Sawyer, P roxy. 

58 Unity, by Jobn Winslow, WM ; H arrison McDonald, Prox y. 

59 Mount Hope, by John G. Fish, JW. 
6o Star in tlu East, by Ira W allace, Proxy. 

6 1 King Solomon's, by Willia m Bearce. JW; M. M. Rawson, P roxy. 

62 .lr.'inl; D avid's, by Minot Crehore, WM; George M. Bragg, Proxy. 

5 

63 !t'ichmond, by Abial Libby, WM; Joseph A. Southacd, SW; James M. 

K ell y, Proxy. 

65 Mystic, by F. H. Phipps, SW. 

66 Mechanics' , by William D. Washburn, Proxy. 

67 Blue M01mtain, by Seward Dill, SW; Jonathan Cushman , Proxy. 

68 Marinen·', by C ha rles H . Whitney, Proxy. 

69 J-IO'Zvard, by Edward J. Bolan , WM. 

7 1 Rising Sun, by William Oakes, Proxy. 

72 Pioneer, by Elbridge G. Decker, Proxy. 

73 Tyrian, by Daniel P. Atwood, WM ; S. B. Hutchins, SW; C lement Phin­

ney, JW . 

74 Bristol, by Peaslee M. Wells, WM. 

75 Plymout!t, by A. T. C. Dodge, SW. 

Report read and accepted. 

On motion, 

Voted, That Master Masons in good standing be in vited to take seats as 

visitors during the session . 

This special session of the Grand Lodge having been ca lled to 
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decide upon the Work and Lectures of the third degree, the Gra,,d 

Lodge proceeded to the exemplification thereof, Bro. John Miller 

in the chair; and the same was continued until one o'clock, when 

the Grand Lodge was called off until 2 1-2 o'clock P. M., at which 

time, called to labor again and continued the exemplification as 

before; when after accomplishing the business of the meeting, 

on motion, 

Voted, That the Work and Lectures of this degree be adopted, as r~ported 

by the Commitee and amended by the Grand Lodge. 

This Special Communication was then closed in ample form. 

Attest: C. B. SMITH, Grand Secretary. 
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Annual Communication. 

-1855-y---. 

The Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine was 

holden at Masonic Hall in Portland, on the first Thursday in May, 

18ss, being the third day of said month, at 9 o'clock A.M., and 

opened in ample form in the third degree, by 

M. W. TIMOTHY CHASE, 

R. W . FREEMAN BRADFORD, 

BENJAMIN KELLEY, 

WILLIAM ANDREWS, 

MOSES DODGE, 

CHARLES B. SMITH, 

E. G. XA WSON, 

JOHN H. WILLARD, 

JOHN J. BELL, 

WILLIAM ALLEN, 

S. B. DOCKHAM, 

Bro. JOHN DAIN, 

Grand Master; 

as Deputy Grand Master; 

as Senior Grand Warden; 

as Junior Grand Warden; 

Grand Treasurer; 

Recording Grand Secretary; 

Senior Grand Deacon. 

Junior Grand Deacon; 

Grand Steward; 

Grand Sword Bearer; 

Grand Marshal; 

Grand Tyler. 

The Grand Master then appointed Bros. Bell of Carmel, Allen 

of Portland, and Willard of Wilton, Committee on Credentials, 

who subsequently reported the same representatives as at the 

Special Communication, and also the following Past Grand Offi­

cers, in addition to those who were pr.esent at the Special Com­

munication, viz: 

M. W. SAMUEL FESSENDEN, 

R. W. STEPHEN WEBBER, 

Past Grand Master. 

Past Junior Grand Warden . 

[Members and Representatives as of yesterday.] 
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On motion of M. W. Bro. R. P. Dunlap, 

Voted, That the sympathies and condolence of this Grand Lodge be tend· 

ered the family of our late Brother Thomas W. Smith, Past Grand Master of 

this Grand Lodge; and as a token of regard for his memory, that the Grand 

Lodge be dressed in mourning. 

Petition of Charles B. Smith and others for a new lodge in 

Portland, to be called Atlantic Lodge, was presented and referred 

to a special committee, consisting of Bros. E. G. Rawson, Joseph 

Covell and Stevens Smith. 

Pet ition of Saco Lodge for renewal of charter was presented 

and laid on the table. 

The M. W. Grand Master then announced the appointment of 

the following 

STANDING COMMITTEES. 

On Di.rpensatio11s and Chm·te1·s. 

Bros. FREEMAN BRAI>FURD, josEPH C. STEVE~S, J. C. HUMPHREYS. 

01! Doi11gs of G1·and O.ffice•·s. 

Bros. MINOT CREHURE, M. M. RAWSON, ELIAS HEDGE. 

On Retunu. 

Bros. STE PHEN WEBBER, D . P . ATWOOD, E. B. AVERILL. 

Ou Gritvances and Appeals. 

Bros. B. F. MUDGETT, ARTHUR McARTHUR. j. D . WHITE. 

On the Pay Roll. 

Bros . E. G . RAWSON, ALDEN PALMER, J. C. MooDY. 

On motion of Bro. Burnham, the petition of Saco Lodge for re­

newal of charter was taken from the table and referred to the 

Committee on Dispensations and Charters. 

Petition of Buxton Lodge for removal to Biddeford, and for 

change of name, was presented and referred to the Committee on 

Dispensations and Charters. 

TheM. W. Grand Master than read his annual report--referred 

to the Committee on Doings of the Grand Officers. 
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ADDRESS OF THE GRAND MASTER. 

WORSHIPFUL BRETHREN OF THE GRAND LODGE: 

The annu al return of this day has again assembled us within these conse­

crated walls. Under the guardian care of the Grand Architect of the Universe, 

we have been permitted once more to come up to this place, to take counsel 

together and to legislate for th e greatesl good and ultimate well being of that 

portion of our fraternity who have been committed to our care and protection. 

My brethren, I most heartily congratulate you upon the happy auspices 

which attend this annual communication. 

Almost unive rsal prosperity pe rvades our Order, and within our own partic­

ular jurisdiction, are we enjoying this blessing in an unparalleled degree. 

The lodges throughout the state were never more active in advancing the 

general welfare of the fraternity, and in accomplishing the great and beneficent 

purposes for which they were formed, than during the past year. 

There is every reason to hope that your deliberations during the present 

communication will be characterized by the noblest impulses, and that those 

great cardinal virtues," Prudence and Justice," will control your every act. 

You have not come up here my brethren , as so many distinct factions, each 

warring with the other for place and preference-far from it; your previous 

history has chro,nicled you as a Grand Body, distinguished for your oneness 

of purpose, your abiding love for our institution, and your untiring attachment 

and devotion to those glorious principles which have come down to us hallowed 

by the remotest antiquity, and which form a part of "that cement which 

unites us into one common band of Friends and Brothers." 

In consequence of severe ill health, I was n .1t permitted to enjoy your 

fritndl y greetings, nor to participa te in your delibe rations, during the last an­

nual communication. I was, however, happy to learn of the continued in ­

creasing interest which was there manifested, and the large accession which 

had been made to our numbers during the previous year. 

It is a source of true congratulation, my brethren, to contrast your last pub­

lished proceedings with those of only six years since. Then hut 25 lodges 

were represented, with but 1,082 members, and 22 1 initiates during that year. 

Your last report shows 63 lodges in active and healthy operation, with 2,153 

members, and 498 initiates during that year, and the several reports which will 

be submitted to you at this time will show this number to be still largely in­

creased. 

Thus in this comparatively short space of time has the nnmber of our lodges 

and their members more than doubled. If our usefulness and prosperity were 

to be measured by numbers, the Grand Lodge of the State of Maine occnpies 

a high position. 

And it is to be hoped that with our increasing numbers, there is also a cone-
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sponding inerease of virtue and inteliigence. for without these we a1·c weak in­

deed. 

You will, therefore, at once be Jed to reflect, that the rapidly increasing num­

bers of new lodges within this jurisdiction, and the consequently great numbers 

annually admitted to a participation in our mystic rites, render your labors and 

deliberations from time to time more arduous, and the!r beneficial effects more 

and more widely diffused. 

During the past year more than ordinary zeal and activity ha~ been ob­

served in our midst, and the continued demand for new lodges in different lo­

calities fully demonstrates that our progress is still onward. 

Since your last annual communication, I have granted the following dispen­

sations, viz: 

.june, 1854, to Oxford Lodge, for its removal from Paris to Norway. 

June 12, 1854. to Benjamin Richardson and others, for a new lodge in Tre­

mont, County of Hancock, to be called" Hancock Lodge." 

July 4, to Bailey Atkinson and others, for a new lodge at Pembroke, County 

of 'vVashington, by the name of" Crescent Lodge." 

Sept. 12, to Saco Lodge at Saco, authorizing them to continue their labors 

under their present organization, they having lost their charter by fire. 

Oct. 25, to Joseph Getchell and others, for a new lodge at Rockland, 

County of Lincoln, to be called "Rockland Lodge." 

December, to 0. R. Batchelder and others, for a new lodge at Solon, County 

of Somerset, by the name of" Key Stone Lodge." 

March 21, 1855, to Benj. Herrick and others, extending dispensation issued 

by the Grand Lodge in :Vlay, 1852, and also for removal from Shapleigh to 

Alfred. 

Oct. 6, 1854, I granted a dispensation to Bro. Stephen Lane and others, 

of Buxton Lodge, authorizing them to resume work under their original Char­

ter, and also for the removal of said lodge from Buxton to Biddeford. The 

applications upon which the foregoing dispensations have been granted, were 

approved by the District Deputy Grand Masters of the several districts, and 

were also recommended by the nearest lodges, and are all made returnable to 

your present session, and subject to such action as you may think proper. 

On the 15th of August last, I consecrated and solemnly dedicated" Bris­

tol Lodge," at Bristol, and installed its officers; on which occasion I received 

able assistance from R. W. Senior Grand Warden, the R. W . District Deputy 

Grand Master of the Fourth Masonic District, and many other Brethren, 

and also from the Rev. and R . W. William A. Drew, who officiated as Grand 

Chaplain, anJ delivered an eloquent and interesting address to the brethren 

of the new lodge. 

In October last, I specially appointed Bro. Ira Wallace, of Oldtown, to con-
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sec rate" Pioneer Lodge" at Plantatiun No. 11, County of Aroostook, which 

service he performed November 7, 1854· 

On the 14th of Sept., I consecrated and dedicated "Plymouth Lodge," at 

Plymouth·, County of Penobscot, and installed its officers. l{. W. Deputy 

Grand Master, Jabez True, Past Grand Master J. C. Stevens, and several 

other members of the Grand Lodge were present upon the occasion. and ren­

dered most valuable service. 

Jan. 8, 1855· I specially commissioned R. W. Isaac Downing, D. D. Grand 

Master of the First Masonic District, to consecrate and dedicate "Arundel 

Lodge," at Kennebunk Port, and · install its officers , which duty he per­

formed, and made return of his doings to the Grand Secretary. 

Jan. 27, I issued a new charter, (on petition of Brother Joseph Miller and 

others) to "King Solomon's Lodge." located at Waldo borough, County of 

Lincoln, their o ri ginal charter having been destroyed in the desolating fire 

which overwhelm ed that place in September last. 

In answering the several requisitions for new lodges, I have endeavored to 

ascertain how far the good of the fraternity would be advanced by complying 

with the prayer of the petitioners, and I am pleased to say that in all the 

above cases, both the locality of the place and the known skill and moral 

character of applicants have been such as to recommend them to my favor­

able consideration. 

On the 8th of Novembe r, I received a petition from Jonathan Robinson 

and three othe rs of Sebec; one from Russell Kittredge and others of Milo, 

a ll in the County of Piscataquis, asking for the removal of "Piscataquis 

Lodge" from Sebec to Milo; and that they be authorized to hold n1eetings 

and transact the business of Masonry under the charter of said lodge. 

I have been unable to find any authority vesting me with power to resusci ­

tate a dormant lodge that bas not surrendered its charter to the Grand Lodge, 

and especially when its original members have been reduced to a less number 

than is required for the formation of a new lodge, and they asking for author · 

ity to meet and discharge the duties of Masonry in a town ·where they were 

not originally located by their charter. 

Entertaining these views, I have not considered it within my province to 

grant their prayer. I doubt not, however, that the brethren composing these 

petitioners are entitled to the highest esteem, both as men and masons, and 

that the prosperity of the Fraternity in that vicinity would be advanced by 

the resuscitating of that lodge. I would therefore most co rdia lly recommend 

them to your favorable consideration. 

On the Jd of January, 1855• a National Masonic Convention convened at 

Masonic Hall, in the city of \Vashington, D. C., for the purpose of maturing 

the plan for a "National Confederation" of all the Grand Lodges in the 

United States. The proceedings of that Convention have been received, and 
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will be brought to your notice. The pamphlet contains a very able address 

to the Grand Lodges of the United States, and also "Articles of Confedera· 

tion ," which will be submitted to you for your consideration and adoption at 

th"' present session. 

This Grand Lodge has for a long time desired some organization of the 

several Grand Lodges, which might be eq uivalent to a General Grand Lodgt; 

and it is believed that the plan he re submitted will fully meet those wants. I 

would th e refore call your attention particularly to this subject, during this 

communication. 

During the past year, many matters of interest have transpired in our vari· 

ous sister Grand Lodges, and throughout the Masonic world; but I have 

neither the opportunity nor ability, at this time, to bring them to your no tice 

in such a manner as I should desire. For this information, therefore, I will 

direct you to the report of your Committee on Foreign Correspondence, whose 

persevering researches and untiring assiduity have annually presented to you 

those truly able reports which have been the just pride of this Grand Lodge. 

The several D istrict Deputy Grand Masters within this jurisdiction , will 

lay before you, in due time, such reports as the condition and genera l aspect 

of the Order in their several jurisdictions shall direct ; and I doubt not , from 

th~ known ability of those brethren, that you will receive a gladdening ac· 

count of their·stewardship. 

During my official labors, I have felt the great necessity of some standard 

work on Masonic Jurisprudence. Questions are continually arising, upon 

which there is no well settled standard of action. Many have been suhmitttd 

to me during this time : to all I have given such answers as my experience 

and the best authority within my reach directed. To aid partly in supply· 

ing this want, and for the more general diffus ion of masonic knowledge, I 

woultl earnestly recommend, that every subordinate lodge become a subscriber 

to the 
"FREEMASON'S MONTHLY MA GAZINE," 

published by Bro ther CHARLES W. MooRE, of Boston . This work, in several 

lodges within my own particular acquaintance, is considered an indispensable 

acqmsltlon . It forms a reliable work for reference, besides conveying intelli · 

gence of a ll that transpires of interest through out the masonic world . 

The great numbers now requiring legislation at your bands, renders the 

time usually allotted for the transaction of the business of this Grand Lodge 

quite too short, and is a subject, in my opinion, worthy of your consideration. 

It must have been apparent to all who have been habitual attendants upon 

our annual communications, that a large amount of business is either post· 

poned or hurriedly passed over near the close of the session, for want of time. 

I think that the long delay in establishing a uniformity in the work and 

lectures, may be attributed to this cause more than any other. This evil, I 
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think, might be fully remedied by so altering our constitution as to provide 

that our annual meetings 5hall take place upon a day earlier in the week. 

We should thereby have ample time to complete all the labors that might 

be required at our hands, without being admonished that the Sabbath had 

overtaken us. 

Impediments and inaccuracies (although sometimes trivial) ar~ frequently 

arising in the subordinate lodges. This I believe is to be attributed mainly to 

the want of a proper knowledge of the laws by which they are governed, and 

the great diversity of laws of their own enaction. 

I would therefore recommend for your consideration the propriety of still . 

further amending our by-laws, so as, among other things, to embrace all legis­

lation actually necessary for the government of the different lodges, and 

thereby secure a unifonnity in this desirable particular. 

The term of office for which I was elected has now expired, and I have re­

ported to you upon all matters which have come to my notice in connection 

with that office during the year. 

And I will now, my brethren, tender to each and all of you, my heart,felt 

expressions of gratitude for the numerous tokens of confidence and respect 

which you hav"e so often expressed by your votes, in electing me to various 

offices in this Grand Body. 

And in conclusion, my brethren, I will announce, that it is not my intention 

to allow my name to be used again as a candidate for re-election to the office 

of Grand Master. It is not from any unwillingness on my part to render 

every service in my power for the advancement of our beloved institution, 

that I have come to this conclusion: my bodily health and increasing infirm­

ities admonish me that the responsible duties of Grand Master should be en­

trusted to another. 

My continued ill health during the past year bas deprived me of much 

pleasure on different occasions; and could I have been permitted to be pres­

ent with you at your last annual communication, duty alike to you and myself 

would have prompted me to decline the high honor which you conferred upon 

me. 

Finally, brethren, may yon" be kindly affectioned one to another," and may 

the "bonds of unity" and the "ties of brotherly love" bind you more firmly 

together, that you may suffer no contention "but that noble contention, or 

rather emulation, of who can best work and best agree." 

TIMOTHY CHASE. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the reports of the several D. D. G. Masters be referred to the 

Committee on Doings of the Grand Officers. 
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The petitions of Rockland Lodge, and of Keystone Lodge, for 

charters, were referred to the Committee on Dispensations and 

Charters. 

The petitions of Village Lodge, and of Pacific Lodge, were also 

referred to the Committee on Dispensations and Charters. 

A Masonic Dictionary, and a copy of a blank Diploma, were 

presented to the Grand Lodge by Bro. Alden, for and on behalf of 

the publishers. 

Vot.:d, Th at they be accepted· and that the thanks of the Grand Lodge be , 

tendered to the donors for the same. 

A petition for a new lodge at Unity Village, was presented and 

ref~rred to the Committee on Dispensations and Charters. 

Called off until 3 o'clock P. M. 

Attest: C. B. SMITH, Grand Secretary. 

AFTERNOON-May 3, 1855· 

The Grand Lodge was called to labor at 3 o'clock P . M., R. W. 

Bro. True, D. G. M., in the chair. 

The Dispensation of Hancock Lodge, with a copy of the Rec­

ords, &c., was returned, with a petition for a Charter. Referred 

to the Committee on Dispensations and Charters. 

Proceeded to the election of G.rand Officers for the ensuing 

year, when the following R. W. brethren were elected;-

M. W. jOH N MILLER, 

R. W. ]AllEZ TRUE, 

EZRA B. FRENCH, 

WILLIAM KIMBALL, 

MosEs DoDGE, 

CHARLES B. SMITH, 

JSAAC DOWNING, 

Grand Master; 

Deputy G . Master; 

Senior G. Warden; 

Junior G. Warden; 

Grand Treasurer; 

Rec. Grand Secretary; 

Trustee of the Charity Fund . 
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R. W. Bros. FREEMAN BRADFORD, A. B. THOMPSON and S. B. 

DoCKJiAM, were elected a Committee of Finance for the ensuing 

year. 

On motion, 

Voted, That to-morrow at 10 o'clock, be assigned as the time for the in· 

stallation of the Grand Officers. 

Voted, That when the Grand Lodge call off, it be until 8 o'clock this even· 

ing, for the purpose of dedicating t~e new Masonic Hall. 

Bro. Humphreys was excused, at his own request, from further 

service on the Committee on Dispensations and Charters, and 

Bro. Bell was appointed in his stead. 

The Grand Lodge then called off. 

Attest: C. B. SMITH, Grand Secretary. 

EVENING SESSION-May 3, 1855. 

The Grand Lodge was called to labor at 8 o'clock P. M., M. W. 

Bro. Dunlap in the chair. 

The new Masonic Hall in Portland was then duly and solemnly 

dedicated to FREEMASONRY, CHARITY and UNIVERSAL BENEVOL­

ENCE, in ancient form : after which. highly interesting extemporane­

ous addresses were delivered by Bros. Pearl and Dunlap. 

The Grand Lodge was then called off, until to-morrow morning, 

at 9 o'clock. 
Attest: C. B. SMITH, Grand Secretary. 

MASONIC HALL, PoRTLAND, May 4, 1855. 

The Grand Lodge was called to labor at 9 o'clock A. M. 

It having been decided that D. D. Grand Masters cannot con­

stitutionally act as members of the Board of Trustees of . the 
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Charity Fund, proceeded to the election of two Trustees in place 

of Bros. William Allen and Isaac Downing, D. D. G. Masters, and 

Bros. Gilman Lougee and George Crawford were duly elected 

members of said Board for three years. 

Petition of Adoniram Lodge was presented and referred to the 

Committee on Grievances and Appeals. 

The Committee on Returns reported: 

That returns have been received fro m s ixty·six lodges, by which it appears 

that there have been scve7t hundred andforty·olte initiations therein during the 

past year; and that th e present numbe r of membe rs is two tlwusand, seven 

hundred and .fifty. Th e returns for the most part are correctly made, but in 

some cases the defect he retofore complained of is still manifest, viz: the dates 

of initiating, crafting and raising candidates are still omitted. From severa l 

lodges no returns have been received, and so me are not s ign ed by the proper 

o ffic ers. The committee recommend that th e Sec retaries of the several lodges 

be particularly required in making future returns, to give the da te of each 

initiation and of each degree conferred. W e also find seve ral rf' turns from 

lodges in the sixth masonic district not signed by the D. D. G. Master, and in 

the first district no abstract accompanies the returns. 

STEPHEN WEBBEH., ) 

DANIEL P . ATWOOD, ( Co mn,ittee. 
E. R. AV I~ I{TJ,I,, J 

Report read and accepted. 

A member of the Committee on Grievances and Appeals hav­

ing left the city, Bro. Crawford was appointed to supply his place. 

The Grand Officers were then duly installed by M. W. Bro. 
Dunlap, and took their several stations. 

The Committee on Dispensations and Charters then made their 
report as follows : 

GRAND LODGE OF MAINE, 

MASONIC HALL, PORTLAND, May 4, 1855. 

The Committee on Dispensations and Charters, having attended to their 
duty, report-

!. That Piscataquis Lodge, No. 44, be res tored to th e list of lodges under 

this jurisdiction, and that it be removed from Sebec to Milo; and that a dis· 

pensation be issued by the Grand Master for that purpose. 
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II. That a charter be granted for a lodge at Solon, to be called Key Stone 

Lodge, th ey having return ed thei r dispensation and a transcript of their pro­

ceedings, and a copy of their by-laws. The committee would recommend that 

the seventh article in their by-laws be stricken out. 

Ill. That a cha rte r be granted for a new lodge at Rockland, to be call ed 

Rock land Lodge, they having returned their dispensation and records. and 

a copy of their by-laws. 

1 V. That Pacific Lodge be removed fro m Stetson to Exeter. 

V. That a charter be g ranted to Saco Lodge. at Saco, with out any addi ­

tional payment to replace th eir old cha1te r that was destroyed by fire, bearing 

the same date and number, and being as near as possible a copy of the same. 

Vl. That Maine Lodge be removed from Fa rmington to Wilton. on and 

.ifter the stated meeting in August next . 

VIL That a dispensation he granted fo r a new lodge at Unity. 

VIII. That the charter of Village Lodge, at Bowdoinham, be restored, 

with their jewels. 

All which is res pectfully submitted, 

F. B ltADFO JtJJ, } 

J. c. STEv~;Ns, Committee . 
• rOHN .T. RJ<: r, L . 

Report read and accepted. 

The following order was introduced by Bro. Hira m Chase, and 

passed, viz: 

Orr/end, That the G rand Treasurer be required to give notice to a ll lodges 

under this jurisdiction, wh o have made no returns to this Grand Lodge at thi> 

session, req uiring them to fo rward their ret urns, together with their dues , 

agreeable to th e Constitution ; and also to repo rt to this Grand Lodge. at 

its nex t session, th e names o f s uch as shall fail to comply with this request . 

Petition of Key-Stone Lodge, for remission of dues was pre~ent ed 

and referred to Bros. K B. Averill,). D. Warren and George Craw­

ford ; who, after attending to their duty, repo rted , that the dues 

of said lodge for the past year be remitted. Report accepted. 

:\n amendment of the Constitution of the Grand Lodge, 111 

Article 3, Section 8, Part first, was pro posed by Bro. Webber, so 

as to provide that the fee for the first three degrees in Masonry 

shall not be less than twenty dollars. 

The Committee on the Pay-J{oll made their Report- read and 

accepted . 
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The Committee to whom was referred that portion of the M. W. 

Grand Master 's address relative to an amendment o[ the Consti­

tution of the Grand Lodge, have had the same under considera­

tion, and report the following resolution : 

A'esolval, That the Constitution of the Grand Lodge be amended by strik· 

ing out th e word" Thursday,"' in Article Jd, Section tst, and inserting Tues· 

day; so that the Constitution shall read," The Annual Communi cation of the 

Grand Lodge shall be holden in Portland, on the first Tuesday of May, at 9 

o'clock, A. M.": and also to amend Article 6, Section 1, by striking out the 

word "Thursday" and inserting "Tuesday" as th e day for the election of 

G rand Officers. 

Report read and accepted. 

The following report was presented, read and accepted, VIZ : 

GRAND LODGE OF MAINE, 

MASONIC HALL, PORTLAND, May 4, 1855· 
The Committee to whom was referred the doings of the Grand Officers, 

would state that they have attended to the duty assigned them, in part, and 

would ask leave to report-

That they have had under consideration the communication of our late 

M. W. Grand Master, .Timothy Chase, and would recommend its acceptance 

by this Grand Lodge; and that the thanks of the Grand Lodge be tendered 

to hitn for the very faithful, impartial and honorable manner in which he has 

performed the duties of Grand Master of this Grand Lodge, for the past 

year. 

Your committee would further recommend that so much of the theM. W. 

Grand Master's Communication a, relates to the Amendment of the Consti· 

tution and By-Laws of this Grand Lodge, be referred to a special Committee, 

and that his communication be published with the proceedings of this Grand 

Lodge. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MINOT CW•:l!Ol~I·:, ) 

M. M. RAWSON \,. Co11Wtittee. 
I•:LJAS HEDG~~, 

The Committee of Finance reported and recommended that 

seventy-five dollars be allowed and paid to the Grand Secretary. 

for his services the past year; that twenty dollars be allowed and 

paid to the Grand Treasurer for his services, and that fifty dollars 

be allowed and paid to Rev. Bro. Cyril Pearl, for his services and 
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expenses as Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Correspond­

ence. 

Report accepted. 

The Grand Lodge then called off until 3'clock, P M . 
• 

Attest: C. B. SMITH , Grand SecreltuJ' . 

AwrERNOON, May 4, 1855· 

The Grand Lodge was called to labor at 3 o'clock P. ~1. , the 

(;rand Master in the chair. 

The Committee on Doings of the Grand Officers made an addi· 

tiona! report. Read and accepted. 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence then made their 

annual report, which was read and accepted, and ordered to be 

published with the proceedings. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN CORRE­

SPONDENCE. 

'l"o tlu 111. W. Grand Lod.f!e of Maine. 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence are pern1itted to congratulate 

their brethren and call upon them to unite in grateful acknowledgments of the 

Divine favor which has marked the progress of the Masonic Order for another 

year. 

No year has been more signally c rowned than the past, and the signs of 

prosperity were never more encou raging than we read in the correspondence 

before us. The very generally healthful condition of the Order leads us to 

regret th e failure of r~ports from several Grand Lodges, whose co rrespondence 

we are accustomed to read with interest. 

We have examined the proceedings of the following Grand Lodges : 

Alabama, December, 1854. Florida, January, 1855· 

Arkansas , November, 185-1· 

Connecticut, May, 1854. 

Cal ifornia, May, 1854. 

Delaware, June, 1854 . 

Dist . of Columbia, May, 111 5-1 · 

Georgia, 1853. 

Illinois, October, 1854. 

lndiai1a, May, 1854. 

Kentucky, August, 1854. 

Maryland, May, 185-1· 
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Michigan, January, 1855· 

Mississippi, January, 1854. 

New York, June, 1854. 

New Jersey, January, 1854. 

New Hampshire, June, 1854. 
• 

Ohio, October, 1854. 

Pennsylvania, 18 53· 

Texas, January, 1855· 

Vermont, January, 1855· 

[May, 

We have also received the proceedings of Provincial Grand Lodge of Can-

ada West, to October, 1854 . 

We have also reports for 1852, 1853 and 1854, of the body'claiming Grand 

Lodge jurisdiction in New York, which has been referred to in previous re­

ports as the Phillips Grand Lodge, of which W. James Herring has long been 

Grand Secretary. From several Grand Lodges we have also copies of their 

Constitutions recently revised, indicating substantial progress in this depart· 

ment of masonic labor. Successful efforts to secure such Constitutions and 

Rules of Order as shall promote the thorough discipline and harmony of the 

craft, may be classed among the best evidences of prosperity which Free Ma ­

sonry now discloses; especially as there is apparent a disposition to respect 

the ancient landmarks, and at the same time search for and apply all the great 

principles of our order to the existing condition of society and necessities of 

the age . 

Except in a single State, the voice of discord is h ushP.d, and songs of joy 

are heard, as the craftsmen ply their working tools, and prepare materials for 

a nobler structtne-a more glorious temple of humanity, than the world has 

yet enjoyed. The single exception referred to, is one of so long standing that 

it is with some reluctance the committee proceed to speak of the 

DIFFICULTIES IN NEW YORK. 

Your committee regret that they are not permitted to rei>ort the restoration 

of masonic harmony and tranquillity in New York. We do not feel called 

upon to review our past action in regard to the difficulties there, or to propose 

new action at this time. lt seems desirable, however, to place on record all 

the data necessary to keep us informed in relation ·to th eir position and pro­

gress, that we may be prepared to act promptly and intelligently, should the 

time arrive when mediation or additional action can be useful. 

lt is remembered, that the last year we spread approvingly .on the pages of 

our report the proceedings and resolutions of the Grand Lodge of Massachu ­

setts in relation to the New York Grand Lodge, and the brothers hailing from 

its jurisdiction. We find in the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of New 

York for 1854, a special report, drawn up with a good degree of ability, by 

R. W. Robert Macoy, which w~ would be glad to publish entire did our limits 

permit. The concluding portion is here given. 

"In summing up this whole matter, then, it is the opinion of your commit · 
tP.e: 



1Sss-J G1-and Lodg'e of Mai11e. 21 

" 1. That this Grand Lodge, in issuing warrants to the subordinate lodges 
of the late St. John's Grand l .odge, after the dissolution of said St. John's 
Grand Lodge, and on their application, was justified by masonic usage, as well 
as by a due regard to the highest interests of the craft. 

"2. That it is both improper and impossible now to distinguish between 
the me1nbers of the subordinates of the late St. John's Grand Lodge, and de· 
clare some who are now members in good standing in our loqges and else­
wh ere, to be illegal masons. This would be applying to them the principle of 
an ex post facto law, alike unknown to Masonry. and distasteful to ourselves . 

.>· That any attempt to comply with the requisition of Massachusetts in 
this respect, will be unjust to a large number of our members, and a forfeiture 
of self-respect on the part of this G1and Lodge. 

" Your committee therefore submit for the consideration and action of the 
Grand Lodge the following preamble aud resolution , viz: 

" IF!tereas, The Grand Lodge of the State of New York is sincerely desir­
ou' to cultivate fraternal relations with the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, in 
common w'th ,the great masonic family throughout the world; and 

•· Wltereas, The adoption of certain resolutions by the Grand Lodge of 
Massachusetts, at its communication in December last, in· reference to visiting 
members of subordinate lodges from N ew York, must tend to disturb, if 
not ultimately to destroy those relations; therefore, 

"Re.rolv~d. That the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts be affectionately and 
earnestly requested to re -consider said resolutions." 

The report was accepted, and the preamble and resolutions were adopted 

by the (jrand Lodge. 

There is in the report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, of 

which R. W. Finlay M. King is chairman, a frank reply to the proposition of 

M. W. Bro. Foster, which we published last year, viz: to submit the whole 

subject to a committee to be appointed by the Grand Lodges of Massachusetts 

and Virginia, and that the decision of the committee be final. This propo ­

sition the report before us treats with the utmost respect, but decidedly op­

poses its adoption, assigning the following reasons: 

'' 1. The Grand Lodge of New Vork rests up01i the same foundation of 
masonic law and masonic principles that forms the basis of all the Grand 
Lodges in the Union ; and being conscious of this fact, it cannot permit itself 
to be voluntarily placed in a situation that would lead to a recession from the 
just and high grounds it has heretofore taken in preserving its honor and in ­
teg,ity. 

"2. 1 t cannot be a party to a measure which might lead to a restoration 
or accumu lation of an irresponsible representative power in the Grand Lodge 
which it ha~ lopped off from a sense of imperious duty, and to preserve the 
jurisdiction f10m impending ruin. 

":J· If we could persuade ourselves that it would be right or expedient for 
the Grand Lodge of N ew-'Y o rk, having a constituency of nearly three hundred 
lodges , including at least three-fourths of all the lodges in the cities of New 
York and Brooklyn, and whose memberships outnumber any jurisdiction in 
th e western hemisphere, to dissolve their organizat ion for the purpose of pad­
tying ten or a dozen contumacious 'lodges' in the city of New York, we 
hav e no assurance that a meditation involving this result would be accepted 
by the schismatics ; nor does the masonic character of those schismatics afford 
mu ch guaranty against the repetition of the same scenes of violence and out­
rage with which their rebellion commenced. 

"4· We conceive that a proposition for mediation between the Grand 
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Lodge of New York, or any other regular masonic body, and the Scottis!t Rite 
organization5 of the city of New York, would require an abandonment of all 
self-respect, and would be conceding to them some grou11ds for continuing their 
unlawful assemblies, for which there is not now in truth the shadow of a 
pretext. If the proposed mediation should be unsuccessful in inducing 
th em to abandon their organizations, it would be a quasi acknowledgment of 
rhe rightfulness of their positions. 

"S· The individuals who are connected with, and who have resuscitated. what 
they are pleased to call • St. ] ohn's Grand Lodge,' are of such material that 
~he frate rnity can derive no benefit from their connection with it, and it is the 
opinion of this committee that it is infinitely better for the interests of the 
Craft that they should remain out of the Order than be permitted to return 
Into it. 

"6. A proffer of mediation to those bodies in the city of New York which 
pretend to derive authority for their masonic existence from the Grand Lodge 
of Hamburg, would, ~f course, be a direct acknowledgment to them and the 
Grand Lodges of Europe, that the principles of indivisible sover,eignty and of 
Grand Lodge supremacy, which universally prevail among the Grand L :->dges 
of th e United States, are matte?·s of compromise! To imagine for a moment 
that these principles are legitimate subjects of arbitration, is to imagine that 
the Grand Lodges of America can part with portions of their sovereignty and 
yet maintain th eir rightful authority within their jurisdictions. Until the long 
indifference and indecisive action of the Grand Lodges of this country shall 
have given sufficient encouragement to the progressive Grand Lodges of 
Europe, to have permitted them to establish their colonies in every city of the 
Union, and to have prostrated the authority and destroyed the supremacy of 
every Grand Lodge in this Confederacy, we believe the Grand Lodge ot New 
Yo rk will never make this concession. If, instead of offering to compromise 
principles that are so important, so vital to the existence of Ancient Craft 
Masonry on this W estern Continent, the Grand Lodges of Missouri, of Ala­
bama, and of the whole Union, shall meet such unwarranted invasions at the 
threshold, and declare the invaders to be irregular and clandestine, and forbid 
all fellowship and intercourse with them and the authors of their unhallo...-ed 
encroachments, they will preserve their temples from crumbling, and perpetu ­
a te their existence and vouchsafe their blessings to a grateful posterity for 
many succeeding generations. But if, on the other hand, they wink at 1hese 
encroachments, and fellowship with their perpetrators, and allow them to 
visit their lodges, the canker-worms of decay and dissolution will feed upon 
their vitals till their life blood has gone, and their glory and honor, and author· 
ity and power, have departed to return no more. 

"7· The parties above designated are, we believe, the only ones with whom 
a mediation could possibly have any office to perform in this jurisdiction; for, 
as to any illegal organizations wilhin the body of the Order, or any refractory 
conduct on the part of any of the members of this Grand Lodge or its subor­
dinates, we have far greater confidence in the remedial measures that are 
within the power of the (~rand Lodge to adopt, if these measures be not neu­
tralized by indiscreet action abroad, than in any mediation that can be offered. 

"These conclusions, if correct,- and we believe them to be deduced from 
a calm and judicious consideration of all the momentous questions involved 
in the proposition,- fully dispose of and settle negatively the question of the 
proposed mediation, and we hope satisfactorily to our sister Grand Lodges of 
the Union." 

Another question of deep interest in the Grand Lodge of New ~York, is that 

of the division of its jurisdiction. The question itself proclaims that harmony 

is not established, even among those who hold allegiance to the recognized 

Grand Lodge; and the desire for a division, reveals the unwelcome truth that 
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the evil genius, Discord. is not yet dead. The question was ably discussed in 

a report presented by the M. W. R. H. Walworth, late Chancellor of New 

Y01k, on the part of a majority committee of seven, against division; and by 

R. W. Thomas Dugan, Sen., for the three in minority, of the committee, in 

favor of division . The majority report occupies six, and the minority report 

fourteen closely printed pages, which we cannot copy, nor does the occasi01\ 

call for it. The two reports, after discussion and recommitment, W;}re dis ­

posed of by the adoption of the following resolution, and both reports printed 

in the minutes of the Grand Lodge. 

"/iesolvcd, That there should be but one Grand Lodge in the State of New 
York, to continue as it is, the representative and head of the Masonic Fra· 
ternity in this State; and that, therefore, a division of the jurisdiction is in­
expedient." 

Another aspect of the New York troubles, is the protracted law suit be­

tween the Grand Lopge and the body claiming to be such, which has been 

known familiarly, as the Phillips Grand Lodge, for the possession of the funds 

and other property belonging to the Grand Lodge at the time of the rupture. 

We see no occasion for the Grand Lodge of Maine to change her position in 

rebtion to these difficulties. After a f11ll and patient examination of the whole 

que>tion, and a re-examination of the reports of the Phillips Grand Lodge, and 

with all due deference to the very able discussion and decision of the Grand 

J .odge of Mississippi, alluded to above, and which recognizes no legitimate 

(;rand Lodge in New York, we still recommend a firm adhesion to the former 

decision, and a recognition of the Grand Lodge of which M. W. Joseph lJ. 

Evans is Grand Master, as the only one entitled to exercise jurisdiction in that 

State. We see no reason to change this position, certainly, till the legal de­

ci5ion of the pending lawsuit shall be obtained. At the same time, we believe 

there has been wrong to some extent on both sides of the long controversy 

and that the legitimate Grand Lodge ought to pursue a magnanimous course, 

and extend the olive branch with a liberal and fraternal hand to those who are 

now arrayed against them. With deep interest we have examined the pro­

ceedings of that body which still disputes the jurisdiction with the Grand 

Lodge, in the hope of finding on their part a spi1it of concession which would 

render mediation possible. The following passage occurs in the address of 

the Grand Ma~ter, Mordecai Myers, at the Annual Communication, June 6th, 

t8S4· 

"A short time past, the Hon. Reuben H. Walworth, an old acquaintance, 
c~lled on me at my house, and in the course of conversation, we both regretted 
the unhappy division in the Masonic family. 1 said we had held out the olive 
branch, and had once or more appointed a comtnittee of conference and prof­
fered several ways of settling our differences, but we had not been met in the 
same spirit; there was but one grand obstacle to our union, which we should 
never surrender-that of allowing to the Past Masters of the subordinate 
lodges their ancient privileges of permanent seats and votes in the Grand 
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Lodge, as guaranteed by the constitution. Nor should we ever make another 
attempt to meet another committee, but if the thing was desirable, the proposi· 
tion must come from them. That I considered the great cause which led to 
the separation was the funds; had there been no money, probably there would 
have been no separation. That I, individually, was inclined to a division of 
the State, and the formation of two Grand Lodges, Eastern and Western; 
and a division also of the funds-most of which had accumulated from the 
city lodges, as the delegations to the Grand Lodge from the country generally 
received, for the per diem pay and transportation, about as much as they paid 
in on their returns. He said, they were willing to allow one Past Master from 
each subordinate lodge; that he was, individually, opposed to ha,·ing two 
Grand Lodges; and if a union should ever be effected, perhaps the best dis ­
position of the funds would be to erect a Masonic Temple. Our conversation 
then turned upon other subjects." 

\"our committee see no hope that harmony can be restored in New York 

between the two bodies, as this body "7tnlt never sun·ende?"" the claim that 

all Past Masters shall retain the "ancient pnvileges of permanent seats and vol!!s 

in tlu Grand Lodge." \'our committee, in view of the lights of experience, 

are impressed with the conviction that no constitutions, ancient or modern, 

should eve r have guaranteed such privileges, and that the troubles in New 

\" ork can never be healed by granting such a demand. There is too much of 

truth in the statement of the Committee of Correspondence in the Grand 

Lodge of Connecticut, in their notice of California. They say : 

·• On this subject of Past Ma~ters being entitled to perpetual membership in 
the Grand Lodge, we counsel our California brethren to take warning from 
the experience of the fraternity in New York. Almost the entire extent of 
the difficulties which have occurred from time to time in that jurisdiction , and 
which have done more than all things else to bring reproach and disgrace upon 
our time-honored institution, has been caused by the presence of an overgrown 
body of Past Masters at the sessions of the Grand Lodge." 

In reviewing the New York Grand Lodge proceedings, the chairman of the 

Connecticut committee, Bro. William Storer, one of the most discriminating 

masonic reviewers of the country, uses the following language: 

··Your committee would hardly dare assume the responsibility of recom­
mending to their New York brethren a persistence in their proposed plan of 
dividing the Grand Lodge; and yet we must confess that we have long been 
of the opinion that such must ultimately be the result of causes which have 
long been in operation. The writer of this report was a member of the Grand 
Lodge of the State of New York in t8z_j, and was in attendance at the annual 
communication in that year, when the secession took place which resulted in 
the organization of the first St. John's Grand Lodge. Since that period we 
have watched the proceedings in that State with no little interest. We hav<! 
witnessed with pain the jealousies and bickerings that have existed from time 
to time during this period of thirty years, and we have long since come to the 
reluctant conclusion that it would be impossible for the city and country mem­
bers to 'dwell together in unity' under the same Grand Lodge organization. 
So fully have we been impressed with this idea, that, in our report to this Grand 
Lodge in r8so, we declared our conviction that a division of the State of New 
York into two Grand Lodge jurisdictions was the only means of restoring and 
perpetuating harmony throughout the ranks of the fraternity in that State. 
We did not then know that any other individual had ever dreamed of the 
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possibility of such a division; but we were so perfectly aware of the great 
dissimilarity of views and feelings, and habits of thought, and manner of life 
- amt1unting to an almost total want of sympathy bet\reen the city and coun­
try- that we could see no other possible way in which the interests of our 
institution in that State could be preserved from the most disastrous and de­
structive shipwreck . 

"We have said these things, not becau. ewe have the least feeling of ani ­
mosity toward one party, or of partiality for the other. We esteem our 
brethren of the State of New York, whether residing in the city or in the 
• rural districts,' as we esteem any other good and true masons. wherever they 
are found. We long to see a final and amicable settlement of all the unfortu ­
nate difficulties that have so long distracted the councils of the fraternity in 
the Empire State; and we would do as much as any other brother to secure 
such a settlement. We are anxious that the whole number of masons in that 
State should be gathered into one fold, and labor together harmoniously under 
the jurisdiction of one Crand Lodge. But if this very desirable union can not 
be effected and perpetuated,-if the whole mc.sonic world must be thrown into 
convulsions every two or three years, by such disgraceful scenes as have been 
repeatedly \!nacted by a portion of the fraternity in New York; then we say 
let a division of jurisdicti011 be made, if there is any prospect that such division 
will remedy existing evils and prevent their recurrence in future . Far better 
that two distinct Grand Lodges should exist in that State. occupying sep· 
arate and distinct territorial jurisdictions. and each wielding a mighty power 
for good, than that a futile attempt should be continued for the maintenance 
of a consolidated organization which must and ever will contain within itself 
so many elements of discord." 

We have chosen to give these views in relation to the troubles in New 

York, out of respect for the source from which they emanate. 

NATIONAl. ' MASONIC CONFEDERATION. 

Your committee are permitted to lay before you the proceedings of the 

National Convention, which assembled at Wa_shington, Jan. 3, 1855· for pur­

poses specified in a previous Convention, held at Lexington, Kentucky, in 

September, 1853· This Convention was held in response to an invitation em ­

anating from this Grand Lodge, and to which your attention was called in our 

last year's report. It is well remembered that the preference of this body has 

been repeatedly expressed in favor of a General Grand Lodge. This prefer­

ence was decidedly reiterated the last year, and at the same time representatives 

were elected to represent Maine in the proposed convention, who were at liberty 

to co-operate in the formation of a General Grand Lodge, or in the Confed­

eration which had been proposed by Com. Finlay M. King, of the Grand 

Lodge of New York. Your committee regret to find that Maine was not 

represented in this convention, and that so few of the Grand Lodges sent 

delegates. Whatever be the merits of its action, the Grand Lodge of Maine 

had no share in its deliberations, and is therefore uncommitted. It is now an 

open question to he acted upon at this time; and we feel assured that the 

voice of this Grand Lodge will be decidedly in favor of giving the National 

Confederation a fair trial, by yielding at once its allegiance and co-operation. 
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THE CONVENTION. 

Th e Convention was called to order on motion of M. W . B. 13. French. of 

D. C ., and th e M. W. Charles Gilman, of Maryland, elected President, pro 

tem.; R. W. Finlay M . King, Sec retary, pro tern . 

A pe rman ent organization was aft e rwa rds effec ted, as follo ws: M. VI'­

David C lopton of Alabama, President; M. W. B. B. French, D . C ., and$!. V.' . 

Charles Gilnian, Ma ryland , Vice Presidents; R. W . Finlay M. Kin g, New 

\ "ork , and M. W. Alfred E. Ames, Minnesota, Sec retaries . 

A resolution was adopted inviting all Past Grand Masters to tak e seats in 

Convention. Th e Committee on C redenti a ls reported a lis t of delega te en· 

tit led to seats. 

District of Columbia-H. R French, P. G. M. ; William H. Magrude r, P. 

G. M. ; C harles S. Frailey, G . M. 

Mtllyland-Charles G ilman, P. G. l\1. 

Alabama-David Clopton, P. C. M. ; William Hendrix, P . G. M. 

1Ve111 York- John L. Lewis, Jr., D . G. M.; Finlay M. King, Senior G. W.; 

James H . Pe rry, G. C haplain ; and subseq uently R. W. J ames M. Austin. 

Mimusota-Alfred E. Ames, G. M. 

Michigau- A bn er C. Smith, P. G. S. 

California- Milton S. L a tham; Jam es A. Mc Do ugall. 

A vote was passed inviting all Maste r Masons in good standing to be pre· 

sent in th e Convention. 

After adopting th e usual rules of parlimentary practice, the R. W . Broth e r 

Smith offered the followin g resolution: 

"Resolved, Th at to form a more perfect union, establis h uniformity, insnrt: 
do mestic as well as foreign tranq uillity, and secure to o urselves and our r>os· 
te rity the bless ings fl owin g from the pe rpetuity and diffusion of the principles 
embraced in th e aucieut 1·itual of the orde r, it is eminentl y expedient to o r· 
ganize a Federative National H ead, with well defined and limited powers, re · 
se rving to the several Grand Lodges, or to the Frate rnity , a ll powe rs, privileges 
and prerogati ves, no t expressly deputed ." 

Which being seconded, the R. vV. Bro. King offe red as a s ubs titute, the 

following: 

"Resolved, That the President appoint a committee o f fi ve, of which th e 
Pres ident of th e Convention s hall be cha irman. to' mat ure' the plan o f a Con· 
fede ration, as contempla ted by the Lexington Convent ion." 

A disc uss ion arose upon the two resolutions, pending which, on motion of 

R. W . Bro. King, both resolutions were refe rred to a committee as proposed 

in his resolution. Th e committee appointed we re M.W . David Clo pton , R.W. 

Finlay M. King, 1{. W . A. C. Smith, M. W . Alfred E. Ames, M. W. C harles 

Gilman. 

Th e Co nvention then adjourned till 10 o 'clock, January 4· 

At the opening of the Convention on the second day, an inte resting lette r 
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was received from M. W. Nathan H. Haswell and M. W. Philip C. Tucker, of 

Vermont, delegates to the Convention, which was read and spread upon the 

records. 

R. W. Finlay M. King, from the Committee on the Resolutions submitted 

the first day, presented the following 

PREAMBLE. 

"For the purpose of establishing a unity of interest among the Grand 
Lodges of the United States-a unity of design and purpose-and of securing 
mutnal confidence between them, and promoting the general welfare of the 
Fraternity, said Grand Lodges do ordain and establish the following 

ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION. 

"ARTICLE T. A JJ matters of difficulty which may hereafter arise in any 
Grand Lodge, or between two or more Grand Lodges of the United States, 
which cannot. by their own action, be satisfactorily adjusted or disposed of, 
shall, if the importance of the case, or the common welfare of the Fraternity 
demand it, be submitted, with accompanying evidence and documents, to the 
several Grand Lodges, in their individual capacities; and the concurrent de­
·cisions thereon of two-thirds of the whole number, officially communicated, 
shall be held authoritative, binding, and final on all parties concerned. 

"ARTICLE Il. When any matter of difficulty shall arise, in any Grand 
Lodge belonging to this Confederacy, between such Grand Lodge and its sub­
ordinates, of a revolutionary or other character, it shall be submitted, as pre­
scribed in Article first, upon the request or direction of the Grand Lodge in 
which the same may have oc:curred. 

"ARTICLE 11 l. When a difficulty shall have occurred between two or more 
Grand Lodges, of the character mentioned in Article first. it shall be so sub­
mitted upon the request or direction of either of the Grand Lodges immedi­
ately interested therein. 

"ARTicLE TV. Any member of the Confederacy shall have the right to 
submit to the several members of the same, any question of masonic jnrispru­
dence, or masonic action, contemplated within its own jurisdiction, which may 
be deemed by it of sufficient importance, to call for the united opinions of the 
members thereof; and in all such cases, the like action shall be had by the 
said Grand Lodges, as is herein provided in other cases, "nd the decision 
thereupon shall be conclusive. 

"ARTICLE V. Each Grand Lodge belonging to this Confederacy, shall 
take action upon the matter so submitled to it, and make a decision thereupon 
at its first Annual Communication, after the evidence and documents relating 
thereto shall have been received; unless for want of time or information it 
shall be unable to arrive at a decision, and in this case it shall have until the 
next Annual Communication, at which time a decision shall be made. 

"ARTICU; VI. When any difficulty shall have arisen in any Grand Lodge 
or between a G raud Lodge and its subordinates, or between two or more 
Grand Lodges, as mentioned in articles second and third, the Grand Lodge 
submitting such difficulty, in manner as aforesaid, shall give notice to the other 
party or parties concerned therein, of its intention to submit the same to the 
Confederacy; and in case of the omission, neglect or refusal of such other 
party or parties to supply the evidence and documents relating to such diffi­
culty in the manner prescribed in article first, for three months from the time 
of the service of such notice, the members of the Confederacy may proceed in 
the examination and decision of the difficulty so submitted, upon the evidence 
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and docum ents before th em: l'ro·Nided, th a t wh en s uch difficulty exis ts 
between two o r mo re Grand Lodges, th e Grand L odge o r G rand L odges 
which s hall not have fi rs t d ec ided upon s uch submission, s hall have three 
months afte r its next s ucceedin g Annual Co mmunication, to s upply s uch evi ­
dence and docum ents as aforesaid. 

" ARTI CLE VIL From and afte r th ese a rticl es shall ha ve been ado pted by 
twenty o f th e Grand L od ges of th e United Sta tes , th eir pro vis ions s hall be 
conside red ra tifi ed ; and all matte rs th e rein contempla ted fo r adjus tm ent shall 
th en and th e reafte r tak e th e course th e rein presc ribed. 

" ARTI CLE VIII. No Grand lodge, which shall ha ve united in this Confed ­
e racv, in mann er as aforesaid, shall wi thdra w th e ref ro m, until it s ha ll have 
give;, twelve months ' no tice to each and eve ry meml5e r o f th e Confederacy o f 
its intention to do so. 

" ARTI CLE 1 X . Th ese Articles may be a lte red , rev ised o r a mended. by 
pro pos ition in writing, s ubmitted by any one G rand L odge, and concurred in 
by two-thirds of th e Grand L odges in thi s Confede racy ; and s uch a lte ra tion, 
rev is ion o r amendm ent, sh a ll be ope ra ti ve and binding upon each and eve ry 
member o f th e Confederacy from the tim e o f its adoption, in mann er as a fore­
said." 

Th e a rticles were severa lly conside red, and diffe rences o f opinion freely ex­

pressed ; but th ey were a t length un anim o usly adopted. 

Th e following resolutions, o ffe red by K 'vV . A. C . Smith, we re adopted : 

"Nesolved, That this Na tional Convention recognize most fully th e principl e, 
th a t no te rrito ry can b e rightfully covered by mo re th :'! n one s upe ri o r jurisdic­
tion. 

" R esolved , Th at this Convention solemnly pro tes t, in behalf of th e Mason­
ic Frate rnity of th e United Sta tes o f A me rica, agains t a ny fo reign Grand 
Body exe rcis in g any masonic jurisdiction within th e limits o f th e accredited 
jurisdic tion o f a ny of th e Grand L odges o f the Am e rican Union." 

Th e Convention al so ado pted th e followin g 

ADDRESS TO THE GRA ND LODGES O F THE UNITED STATES. 

"The unde rs ign ed we re appointed a committee to present to your conside r­
ation, and fo r your action , th e accompanyin g ' A tticles o f Confedera tion,' · 
which were adopted by th e Convention, that assembl ed in W as hin gton City, on 
th e firs t W edn esday in j anuary. It was matte r of regret to th e membe rs o f 
th a t Convention, that so few of th e G rand L odges were represented ; as, ' in 
th e multitude o f co un sel, th e re ig wisdom ;' a nd , mo re e!' pec ia lly , as its pro­
ceedings were not conside red o bligato ry upon any G rand Lodge, unl ess s ubse­
qu ently appro,·ed a nd ratifi ed. Th ose wh o did attend , endeavo red to a rrange 
a plan that wo uld , intrinsically, recommt nd itse lf to th e fa vo rabl e congide ra­
tion o f th e se vera l Grand L odges, and sec ure, if possible, th e co-operation o f a 
sufficient numbe r to guarantee a fa ir and impa rti a! expe rim ent. 

" That a dive rs ity o f opinion would exist a mong th e membe rs of th e conven­
tion, was, na tura ll y, to have been expected-oth e rwise, th ey wo uld have been 
more th an human. Coming from diffe rent sec tions, vi ewin g th e condition o f 
Masonry from diffe rent stand-points, and ente rta ining conflicting o pinions o f 
th e economy of its gove rnm ent, th e only thin g re ma rk able is, th at th e Con­
v.ention was , fina lly, unanimous in th e result of its delibe ra tions. Some believed 
th a t anythin g sh o rt o f a Gene ra l Grand L odge. invested with supreme powers, 
(original or appella te) , in ce rtain respects, o r with ce rtain defin ed limita tions, 
~-ould prove wholly inefficient; whils t o thers entertained apprehensions 
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with regard to any national organiultion whatever. The former being as­
sured that any attempt to form a Supreme Grand L<>dge would be futile, at 
least for the present, and that a s ufficient number of the Grand L<>dge!\ could 
not be induced to enter into such an 01ganization, so as to endue it with effi ­
cacy and so:ctue unanimity, with a !lpirit truly magnanimous and masonic, 
yielded their pre-conceived opinions, and unitc;d with the other members of 
the convention, in the effort to arrange and maturof a plan, which.on the one 
hand. 1\'0uld leave unimpaired the supremacy and ~overeignty of the Grand 
Lodge!!, and, on the other hand, would be efficient in promoting peace and 
harmony. and effecting uniformity in the interpretation of the usages and cus· 
toms, and in the construction of the ancient constitutions of Masonry. The 
plan herewith submitted to you, is the result of this reconciliation of conflict· 
ing opinions. 

"Since the formation and adoption of a National Constitntion, the great 
want of Freemasonry, as it has existed in the Uni ted States, has been a closer 
bond of nnion hetween the different G rand L<>dges. The condition of the 
Masonic l nstitution in this country is, to some extent, an anomalous one­
very different from what it is in other countries. and under other forms of 
gove111ment. We have our respective Grand l~odges, exercising' jurisdiction 
co-extensive with the territorial limits of the State: nevertheles~. there is still 
neet.l of some national arrangement by which these Grand Bodies shall be 
united in bonds nf economy, as well as fraternity. As member$ of the same 
great political family, it is true that we cherish towards each other closer ties 
and warmer attachments. than to other and foreign branches of the Masonic 
Brotherhood; but then these exist only in our sensibilities and feelings-not 
in the reality of a practical system. 

·• To remedy this defect in the go1•emmental organization of Masonry, and 
to supply the necessity of a more intimate union, and a regular and permanent 
intercourse, the idea of a National Grand Body was conceived and proposed 
by the Grand Lodge of Georgia as early as 1790· A sufficient number not 
having responded favorably, the effort failed and was abandoned. Since that 
period several attempts have been made lo accomplish the same design, but 
with like success. 

"Whilst the history of these various propo~itlons and efforts to organize a 
Supreme Grand Lodge demonstrates that any further attempt would be inef­
fectual, it also shows, conclusively, that ever since the formation of our Na ­
tiomtl Politiral U11io1" the necesshy of a Natio'mlf 11:/asonic Unilm, o( some 
character, has been recognized and felt by prominent members of the Fra­
ternity . 

.. We cannot depart from the ·ancient landmarks,' or change the ritual and 
ll'o rk of the Order. Not\\;thstanding this, Freemasonry has, in all ages and 
in all countries, adapted itseli, in the economy and policy of its government, 
to the social and political institutions of the par ticular country and age. when 
and where it bas existed. The chief element of its success consists in this 
adaptability to the local customs and changes, and to the various pha.~es of 
society. WhP.n the necessity arose for a departure from the original organi­
zation of Operative Masonry, and of one Grand Master for the whole Brother­
hood in all places, it was this principle that pnt ioto operation the present 
system of Speculative Masonry and distinct and independent Grand Lodges, 
in dl~linct and independent countries. In Europe. one Grand Lodge, co-ex· 
tensive with each sovereign government, was all sufficient, and most nearly 
assimilated to their political systems and principles. Not so in America: 
I-I ere, existed separate Colonies- there, separate and independent states; 
hence there must be separate and independent Grand Lodges. These, how­
ever, do not answer the full wants of Masonry. As the political relation 
bet ween the several States is of much closer intimacy than that which exists 
between different countries, so the masonic relation between the Grand Lodges 
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of the United States should be of closer intimacy than that which exists 
between the Grand Lodges of separate foreign coun'tries. 

'' It is not intended to be inferred from these remarks. that there ought to 
be a Supreme Grand Lodge, analogous, so far as it can be made, to our gen­
eral Government; for Masonry, whilst it ought to assimilate to the politica l 
institntions of a people, cannot be expected to reflect their exact image. We 
do infer from them, however, the necessity of some plan-(;llll it a National 
Confederation, or by any other name, which will make !hat Union a living, 
active, working reality-a Union of brothers--of clo~er bonds of fraternity, of 
feeling and action-a practical Union, that will make these bonds more effi­
\lient for good, and illustrate a unity of interest. 

" It is the privilege of the American people to behold, daily, an increased 
intercourse between the citizens of the various States, in the way of business, 
travel, and the interchange of socialities. The manifold ways of inter-com­
munication, now erected, and in process and contemplation of erection, are 
uniting, hy routes more or less direct, each part of the country to every otber 
part, and constantly openin~ new channels of commerce and travel. By thest: 
me~tns we are also brought mto more frequent communication as masons. A 
National ¥asonic Confederation will have the tendency to make this now fre­
quent and increasing communication more abundant in good and more effec­
tive in binding together the entire Order. 

"We would not disparage the nearness of the universal Masonic Tie, or the 
strength of that cement which. unites the whole .Fraternity into a society of 
friends and brothers. Still, no one can deny the operation, in Masonry, of 
that principle which forrns a part of our human nature, and which receives, as 
dearer to us, those who belong to our immediate family, than those more dis­
tantly connected-a brother, than a friend. We may go to the house of a 
hospitable neighbor or acquaintance, and feel all the ease and freedom of a 
welcome; but when we go to the house of a brother, we feel that it is next to 
home. J .ikewise it is in Masonry. Those who realize that their interests and 
destinv are common, are bound by cords which draw them most closely 
togeth-er, and feel a sympathy otherwise unfelt and unknown; a more ardent 
desire to • promote each other's welfare.' T his feeling, too, is capable of ex· 
pansion; and, by means of a national organization, instead of bei.ng confined 
to the limits of a State, would be bounded by the limhs of the Union. 

"One of the greatest evils which has attend~d the condition of the Institu · 
tion in this country, has been a diversity of opmion conceming Masonic Laws 
and Usages, and the proper jurisdiction and right;; of the several (:rand 
Lodges. Every disagreement which has occurred between any of the Gmnd 
Lodges of the United States, bas been produced by the assertion of a right by 
one, which another ha.q denied; or, a claim of jurisdiction, which another has 
resisted. If these were uniformly understood by all the Grand Lodges, this 
chief danger of alienation of feeling would he removed- each moving in the 
same direction, guided by the same landmarks. and observing the same great 
principles, it is impossible that a collision could ever result; entire harmony 
would prevail between them. just as in the solar ~ystem, where many planet~ 
move in concord. because each moves in an assigned sphere. 

•• Whilst great respect is entertained and manifested hy the different Grand 
Lodges, for the well -considered opinions of each other; yet, these opinions. 
when expressed, carry with them no authority, but are free to be disregarded. 
To accomplish this great desideratum, and secure that uniformity which is 
the support of Masonry, some plan must be devised, by which these opin · 
ions, when expressed upon proper occasions, \1~11 possess weigbt and power. 
;~nd obligation. 'Like judicial opinions, they mus t have the force of pre­
cedents of solemn ajudications; they must be the utterances of a tribunal 
intelligent enough to command respect, augus t enough to command de fe rence 
and strong enough to command observance, at least by its moral power. · A 
tribunal of wisdom, (!muty ami st1'1f"C''" · The Convemion helieves that the 
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plan herewith proposed y;;)) a.~ nearly accomplish this object as any plan can 
whose arrangement is compatible with the other rights and interests of the 
Grand Lodges. 

"Having thus endeavored to demonstrate the necessity of a more complete 
.Masonic Union than at present exists. it is proper for us to consider briefly 
but more specifically , the details of the scheme adopted by the Convention. 

"By an investigation of the principles upon which the proposed confedera­
tion is organir.ed. it will be observed, that it fully recognileS the supremacy 
and sovereignty of each Grand Lodge. It does not disrobe them of any au­
tho rity; it does not divest them of any power; it does not deprive them of 
any right; whilst it avoids the objections usually urged to the fom1ation of a 
General Grand Lodge, it provides the means. the sure means of obtain· 
ing, their aggregate voice upon any disputed o r debated question. Withont 
great central power, which is prone to g row stronger, and to absorb all subor­
dinate authorit)'. unless properly checked and r~s tricted, masonic honor and 
faith a re pledged to a regard to its duly expressed opinions and decisions. 
Thus. it is invested with a moral power, which, with masons, is more than 
physical force. 

·• The scheme, in one aspect, is simply this: Upon any occasion of difficulty 
or disagreement between two or more Grand Lod.ges. the one says to the 
other, • We will submit our matter of difference to the arbitrament of ou r sister 
G •and Lodges who are our peers, and who, although disinterested in o ur par­
ticular case, have yet the highest interest in attaining the great end of truth 
and right, and in protecting the universal interests of Masonry.' In another 
a"pect-when a ny internal commotion may happen, the Grand Lodge, whose 
peace is thus disturbed, has the means, and is hereby invited to take counsel, 
with her sister Grand Lodges. Thus simplified and considered, the scheme is 
not liable to the objection~ of those who entertain apprehensions concerning 
any National organizatiott. 

·• Neither are the Grand Lodges to incur the expense of sending delegates 
to meet in some great Council, there to reflect, deliberate and decide, the mat· 
ters which may he submitted to the Confederation. No additional expense is 
entailed upon them. When any occasion may arise, requi ring the action of 
the Confederation, each Grand Lodge decides for itself, in its own hall, at its 
regular communication, and according to its own judgment, unbiased by the 
presence or influence of parties interested. Instead of the wisdom, learning 
and intelligence of a limited number of delegates, there will be the aggre· 
gate wi~dom, learning and intelligence, of all the members pf all the Grand 
Lodges, each exercising its individual intellects. 

"There can be no danger of any usurpation of power. The Confederation, 
either upon the request of one member or a majority of the members, or other· 
wise, cannot take jurisdiction o.f any matter without the voh111tary submission 
of one of the parties' involved. Any decision that might be made, however 
unauimous, without a compliance with the provision of the Articles, would be 
'cor(wl non judice,' a mere assumption without legal or moral force. 

"The committee deem it u.nnecessary to re,·iew all the details of the plan, 
but simply to present its prominent features. Tbe convention did not expect 
to mature a perfect plan. It is an experiment. Time must develop the de­
fi cienci.,s, and ample provision is made for the alteration or amendmenl 
of the Articles. 

"One other consideration: It is recognized as a well settled principle in 
the Masonic Jurisprudence ·of tbis COlllltry, that the jurisdiction of a Grand 
Lodge extends with the territorial limits of the State in which it is located. 
The Grand Lodgtls of other count ries do not recognize or observe this prin· 
ciple. They claim the right to organize lodges anrl exercise power in all 
places. Upon the maintenance of this principle,:as between our own Grand 
Lodges, depend their peace and harmony ; and upon its observance by foteign 
Grand Lodges, so fat as relates to tbe United Stales. depends the preservation 
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of peace and harmony between them and our Grand Lodges. Without it, we 
are liable every day to have lodges established in our midst, under the author· 
ity of some Grand Lodge. Accustomed to listen to the voice of a supreme 
head, only, an expression of this sentiment, by the several Grand Lodges of 
the Union, individualfy, will not have the same effect upon them, as its ex­
pression by an organization having the air and semblance, at l<!ast, of nation· 
ality and supremacy. Hence, to secure ourselves against invasion from 
abroad, two things must concur-a national objection and opposition, and a 
more thorough union. . 

"We hope that the Grand Lodges will consider the plan worthy of a trial. 
and that a National Confederation may be found a wall of protection- a cord 
of union-the means of preserving peace and harntony, promoting the general 
welfare of the Order, and exciting that noble 'contention, or emulation, who 
can best work "and best agree.'" 

{Signed,) DA v 10 CI, O 1"1'1)1', 
A. C. S~llTii, 
FINLAY ~!. KING, 
CHARLES Gu.~l ,HI, 
B. B. FRENCH . 

We have thus spread before the Grand Lodge 1he proceedings of the Con· 
,·ention in maturing the proposed Confederation; and bespoken the approval 
of this body, so far as to unite in giving the experiment a fair trial. ft is our 
hope that this may be done heartily; much as we \\•ould have preferred the 
formation of a General Grand Lodge, had that measure been practicable. 
We need not hesitate because the Convention has failed to mature a plan 

which meets all the wants of. Craft Masonry in this country. Even if con · 
vinced that it must fail of securing the objects specifically aimed at, we 
should still urge a fair experiment. rt is something to gain so clear a recos· 
nition of the wants of our Order, as we discover in the address of the Com· 
mittee, in the very points where they attempt no present remedy. 

It bas been manifest, in the agitation and discus~ions of the question rela­
tive to a General Grand Lodge, that the higher and better. reasons for its for · 
mation have not been readily perceived. Many of the Grand Lodges have 

. looked apparently to no other wants than those cvntemplated in this Con fed · 
eration; and in these the opponents of the measure have feared to entrust 
either legislative o( judicial authority, in any tribunal outside of their own 

Grand Lodges. The points to which attention has especially been drawn, arc 
tho~e of discipline and government-the trials and difficulties which have been 
the sore spots in their masonic experience. This limited view has led n1any 
to suppose that if it were possible to master these difficulties, arising either in 
a ·single Grand Lodge, or between two or more, that then the mi~sion of a 
General Grand Lodge would be superseded. On the contrary, your commit· 
tee conceive that it is just at that point we are to look for the highest and 
best work of a General Grand Lod.ge to begin. The sooner all these difficul· 
ties are disposed of, the sooner we believe will dawn the day of deliverance 
from the fears and jealousies that still forbid the formation of such a body, 
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and the more blessed will be its mission in our country, and throughout the 

world. 

The appropriate work of such a body, can be far bette r done in other direc· 

tions than in dressing the wounds and plastering the sores that fester iu 

un~ightly exuberance where human passion and unhaJlowed tampering ha\·e 
usurped the place of masonic zeaJ and the Master's skiiJ. 

If tho! proposed Confederation, then, can really do what it undertakes, it 

will r·emove the most serious hindrance to the fo rmation and useful action of 

a venera! Grand Lodge. For this reason, give it a fair trial. If it prove suc· 

cessful it will do good work and prepare the way fo r something far better. 

lf it prove a failure in this respect, after fair trial, it s hould discourage no one 

from another, and what we have conceived to be a far more important en· 

deavor; and we may rationaJly expect that those who have been mo~t sanguine 

in this, will then be as magnanimous in favoring another experiment, as we 

trus t all the Grand Lodges of the country will be in the u-iaJ of this. 

While then we cheerfully endorse fo r all practical purposes the action at 

the late Convention, and give our hearty a~sent to the proposed measure, let 
us not feel that it must necessarily supersede, or long bold in abeyance, those 

higher and nobler inter~ts which have inspi red our past efforts on this ques· 

tion. 
We have desired a CeneraJ Grand Lodge, as a means of drawing together 

noble minds-kindred spi rits, from all parts of ou r country, to hold commun­

ion, and devote their consecrated energies to the great interests of our Order, 

and devising ways and means fo r pervading our whole Union with the l)l'inci · 

pies which we profess. We have hoped to see these gatherings for noble ends, 
contributing to the removal of jealousies and sectional strifes, and cementing 

a stronger fellowship, which should strengthen tbe bonds of our union, and 

bold with a firmer grasp our cherished ins titutions of Education, Gov~rnment 

and Religion. 

We have desired more hearty fellowship among all who wear our emblems, 

that thus we might fulfill our appropriate mission more successfully in all 

other relations. 

We have supposed this to be the only practicable mode of arriving at ' ulti· 

mate uniformity, and consequent skill, in the work of the Order. W e have 

not doubted that such a body, meeting triennially, would be greatly beneficial 

in securing the just relations and increased prosperi ty in the other depar t· 
menu; of masonic labors. We have looked to this movement as opening a 

direct channel of communication with the masonic bodies of the world, which 

might be of real benefi t both to us and to them. lt is not easy, if possible, in 

our ir\sulated G. Lodges, to ensure such intercourse with these fo reign lodg~ 
as might be secured, and be of real utility, under the leadership of a General 

Grand Lodge. 

3 
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lf in our civil relations, our commercial and industrial interests, and inter­

course with foreign nations, can be better managed through a General Gov­

ment, established by consent of all the States, so we conceived our masonic.; 

interests and intercourse. in like manner, could be far better managed; and 

by tbe same process all other interests we may ha"e in common-all that we 

might increase by intercourse and a·firmt!r fellowship. 
For these and the like reasons, wbile we still cherish the hope that at no 

distant day they may be subjected to the test of experiment, the committee 

forbear even to attempt any criticism on the details of the Confederation, and 

would recommend the adoption of the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the Grand ~dge of Maine hereby accepts the A rtidell of 

Confederation adopted and promulgated by the National Masonic Convention 

held at Washington, D. C., Jan. 3 and 4, 1855; and will cheerfully co-operate 

with the Grand Lodges or" the Union, in securing for the Confederation a fair 

exp~riment in accomplishing the proposed results. 

Ruolved, That this Grand. Lodge also approves and fully endorses the. res­
olutions passed by the aforesaid Convention in relation to Masonic Jurisdic­

tion, and join our protest with theirs against any foreign masonic interferenr.e 

within the accredited jurisdiction of any of tbe Grand Lodges of the Ameri­

can Union. 

Since writing the above, the committP.e have noticed the following paragraph 

from the pen of a distinguished Brother, William P. Mellen, R. W. G. Secre­

tary of the Grand Lodge of Mississippi. I t is in the March number of the 

Acada, which has lately been commenced at Natchez, and edited by the Grand 

Secretary, which your committee commend to the favorable notice of this 

Body. H e says: 

"The Convention was held at Washington City. in January, under a call to 
establish a National Confederation of Grand Lodges, as it appea•s in an un­
official report of the proceedings, which we iind in the l'ebruary number ot 
the Register and Umon, by Bro. Finlay M. King, who was the Secretary of 
the Convention. We could not learn from the report the number of the 
Grand Lodges represented; but s uppose. as the number was not named, that 
there were but few. A Committee on Credentials was appointed, but no re­
port appears. The names of delegates from New York, Maryland, District of 
<.:olumbia, Michigan. Minnesota and Alabama alone are mentioned. M. W. 
David Clopton, of Alabama, was J>resident. Power is given to two-thirds of 
the Confederation, acting in St!parate Grand Lodges, to decide questions. 
From the appearance of the Articles of Confederation, as published, it is 
possible that two of them may admit of misconstru.:tion. But we will await 
the official report of the proceedings, and the Address of the Committee; 
though we are inclined to class it, from present light, as either an impotent or 
dangerous organization." 

The committee have copied this article, not for the purpose of modifying the 

resolutions proposed; but that we might, at an early day, be aware of tile 

views held by an eminent mason. It is evident, that similar vie.,·s are likely 
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to be entettained in various quarters; but we do not share in the fears that 

this organization is f raught with any serious cla~tger. If it is to prove impotent 

for good. it seems to us that its chief evil, if any, must lie in attempting to 

supersede the necessity of a General Grand Lodge, and by possjbiJity delay· 

ing the period of its organization, or defeating it indefinitely. But in every 
view of the case, our conviction is clear, that a fair and full experiment is the 

best policy, and at as ea rl y a day as practicable. We will sincerely hope, there­

fore, that the Grand Lodge of Mississippi, with the cordial promptings of the 

Chairman of the Committee of Correspondence, will unite with us in giving 

to the Confederation a, fair trial. We speak the more earnestly on this ques­

tion, because the Grand Lodge of Mi!'sissippi bas, with its Grand Secretary, 

stood firmly opposed to the formation of a General Grand Lodg-e. 

In 1854. their attention was distinctly called to the action of the Kentucky 

Convention. and it~ pr<>ceedings were copied into their report. After copying 

the terms of the proposition for Confederation, the committee say: 

" Tbe first difficulty to be met in this proposition, is that the opinions of the 
first Grand Lodge, if an influential one. might have an undue influence. 
A not her suggests itself. that we might be called upo11, by a two-third vote, to 
sanction proceedings which we utterly abhor, and which no known inducement 
would make us comply with. If it were a case requiring counsel, it would 
involve the parties in too much expense, and the richest treasury would have 
the advantage in the contest. . 

.. it becomes this Grand Lodge to consider this propo$ition well-perhaps 
other evils may be found in it , certainly there is a g reat want of definiteness 
in the propositions to which you are invited to pledge yourselves. Who is to 
determine. for instance, what amounts to a sufficient' importance?' 

"Any of the propositions for a General Grand Lodge were better than this, 
in the optnion of your Committee; and ns we believe that no arrangement of 
details as proposed to be made in the convention, of ratification can l es.u1t the 
power agreed upon, but that the tendency will be to increase it, we h~mbly 
submit that it would be better to say at once that we cannot accede to the 
proposition." 

In accordance with this report, the Grand Lodge adopted the following reso­

lution : 

"A'aolvetl, That not believing that sufficient good would result from the 
organiz'ltion proposed by the Nattonal Masonic Convention, held at Lexington, 
on the 17th Sevtember last, to overbalance the evils which would arise there­
from, the Grand Lodge of Mississippi respectfully declines entering into such 
an organization." 

If then the G~and Lodge of Mississippi adhere to this resolution, it is not 

because of its partiality for a General Grand Lodge; nor is it from reluctance 

to go apple with any of the grave que.>tiotts that might demand investigation, 

or to deal feadessly with whatever subject of discipline or criticism might arise 

in any of the Grand Lodges. Mississippi stands almost alone in refusing to 

recognize either of the ellisting bodies claiming Grand Lodge jurisdiction in 

New Vork; and urges substantial reasons for its cour,e. No Grand Lodge 
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of the conntry has shown more ability in exammmg the vexed questions in 
New' York, whatever may be our views of the correctne~s of their decision. 

lf any one is disposed to think lightly of the action of Mississippi on any 
question because she stands alone, let it he remembered, that it is but a few 
years since she s tood nearly alone, and in the face of the other Grand Lodges 
invaded the territory of Louisiana: assuming that the old Grand Lodge of 
Louisiana had no legitimate authority or jllrisdiction, she planted lodges of 
Vork Masons in that State. Bold as was this measure, it was perhaps the 
only step that collld have rescued Masonry from increasing anarchy and strife 
in that field, where is now one of the most prosperous Grand Lodges of the 
Union. The importance of the facts in the case .,,,ill be a sufficient apology 
for introducing here a closing extract from a private lett~r, dated 

NATCHEZ, (Miss.) l\iarch 28, 1855· 
• • • • " Yuu will lu refoiad lu learn tltat all wumtds have bem healed 

in Louisiana, and ltartnOTty in both Lot(f[es and Consistory restored-the forl/ler 

cumiug ttntlcr tltt jurisdiction uf the Gra11d Lodge, a11d tlee latt.:r tmder the 

Supreme Cutmci/ uf Clzar/est01t. 

"With great respect, truly and fraternally yours, · WM. P. MELJ .EN.'' 

The underscoring of this passage is our own. Having taken a very deep 
interest in the controversies 'and masonic trials of Louisiana from the first, and 

labored in several reports to discuss them fully, this Grand Lodge cannot fail 
to rejoice with the committee, in a result so much in accordance with our long 
cherished desires, and our convictions of what ought to be done. 

Having taken this liberty with a letter, designed only as a private one, we 
may as well, perhaps, venture farther on the indulgence of the distinguished 
author, and copy another passage; especially as it bears upon the general 
question we are now considering. He says: 

"The proceedings of your Grand Lodge, 1 always read with more than usual 
interest. Some of the persons, and many of the names, were once familiar to 
me. I had the pleasure of meeting with P. G. M. Bradford, at Columbus, in 
1847; and when I was a boy I spent some very happy months with my late 
uncle, Prentiss Mellen. I was then well acquainted with SIMON GREENLEAF 

and family, who lived just across the comruon, and nearly opposite to Brown's 
Rope Walk, in what he used laughingly to call his • salt box.' That was 
thirty·eight winters ago, but the visit is not forgotten; it bas furnished nre 
with one of my most pleasant smwettirs. 

"To return to tht subjects of your letter; when I went to Baltinlore in 1847• 
1 was inclined to favor the formation of a General Grand Lodge; but before 
we got through, I became convinced that the benefit of Masonry was not the 
sole object of some of the members of the convention; and the difficulty of 
devising a plan, efficient for good and impotent for evil, became more and 
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more apparent. l'inding that the constitution formed would be unacceptable, 
r voted against its adoption in convention, and have strenuously opposed all 
schemes of the kind since. 

"For one I am afraid of any closer connection with our Norllur11 brethren 
at present; and J fear that a closer union now would be followed sooner or 
later by a violent disruption. We had better remain as we are, at least, for 
the present." 

If any apology is needed for these liberties with :t private letter, it is found 
in the magnitude of the question, and the transcendent importance of the in· 
terests involved in it. It will be remembered by all who have read our several 
reports in which this question has been discussed, that one of the most potent 
reasons for devoting to it so· much attention, bas been its pro~pective bearing 

on the permanency, harmony and prosperity of our UNION. We have cher· 
ished the inwrought conviction that Freemasonry has here a glorious mission 
to fulfill; that its _plastic power was to be zealously applied in "spreading the 
cement of brotherly love," soothing the hot passions excited by political, sec· 
tarian and sectional controversy-thus binding kindred spirits in all parts of 
our country in a brotherhood which should have no Mason and Dixon's line, 

and harbor no fears of a "closer union," or of a "violent disruption," a.~ its 
necessary consequence. We have a living faith that such a thing is possible, 
and that a General Grand Lodge, with necessary provisions and limitation~. 
" efficient for good and impotent for evil," is practicable; and is now the high­
e.~L want of the Masonic Order in this country. Yet, as we have ever claimed, 
it must be the work of ~ime. It "';n require patient and persistent effort; and 
all the forces of the age and the issues in our country, are favoring the pro· 
gress of events within the O rder, towards the right time, place and circum­
stances for such a consummation. 

MONUMENT TO MASONIC WORTH. 

The proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Connecticut give a graphic account 
of the ceremonies at the completion of the Wooster Monument, at Danbury, 

April, 27, 1854. 

The M. W. Grand JA<Ige of the State of Connecticut aided in the cere· 
monies, ~ they had shared in the expense of the monument-the joint product 
of the General Assembly, the Masonic Fraternity, and. the Citizens of ·Dan· 
bury. It was erected near the spot where Gen. Wooster fell from his horse. 
mortally wounded, April 27, 1777· Some forty-three or forty-four lodges were 
repre~ented, and many distinguished masons from other States joined in the 
~olemnities of the occasion. Letters from other distinguished brethren and 
citiuns were also read on the occasion, and published with the proceedings. 
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D.zsoRTPrtON O W' THE .)fo1\~~NT .. 

It is a f Portland granite, forty feet in height, on a base eight feet square. 
It s tands on a solid platform, about twenty fee t square, at the corners of which 
are massive stone posts, which support an iron railing. The plinth ill ric hly 
mo ulded, and the name of WOOSTER appears in bold raised le tt e rs, upon 
the front or south side. The General is represented, in a beautifully carv~d 
figure, in the act of falling fro m his ho rse, at the moment he received the 
fa tal ball. A hove this appears a repreJ<entation of the State arms; and higher 
up still, the main shaft is o rnamented with a trophy, consisting of a 11ash, 
sword and epaulettes. On two opposite s ides are vario us appropriate masonic 
and milita ry e mblems. The who le is s urmounted with a g lobe, on which 
stands the American Eagle, bearing in his beak the wreath o f victory. On 
one side is the following inscription : 

DAVllJ W OOSTER, 
Fi rs t Maj . Gen. of the Conn. Troops 

in the 
Army of the Revolution: 

Brig. Gen. of the United Colonies: 
Born at Stratfor"d, March 2, 17ro- rr: 

Wounded at Ridgefield, April 27, ' 777• 
while defending the Libe rties of 

Ame rica, 
and nobly died at Danbury, 

May 2d, '777· 
Of his Country, Wooster said : 

" My life has ever been d evoted to he r service from my youth up. though 
never before in a cause like this; a cause fo r which 1 would most cheerfully 
risk- nay, lay down my life I" 

On the opposite s ide the inscription is as fo iiows: 

Brother DAVID W OOSTER, 
fmpressed, while a stranger in a foreign land, 

with the necessity o f some t ie 
lhat sho uld unite all mankind in a 

UNIVKRSAI. BRO'I'LIERHOOD, 
he returned to his native conntry, and proc ured 

fro m the f'ROVINC!AL GRANO J..o GE Of' MASSACII US ~i'n'l:!, 
a C IIARTER. 

and first introduced into Conn. 
tbat Ligbt which has warmed the widows' heart 

and illumined the orphans' pathwa)'· 
Under this Charte r, in 1750, 

HIRAM LoDGE, No. r. of New Haven, was organized, 
of which he was the first Wo rshipful Master. 

Grateful for his services 
as the Maste r Builder of their oldest Temple, 

for his fid elity as a Brother, 
and his renown as a patriot and a soldiel', 

the Free and Accepted Masons 
have united with his native State and the citizens of 

Danbury, 
in rearing and eonsecrating 

this MONU MENT to his memory. 
Erected at Danbury, A. L. 5844, A. D. 1854· DAVID CLARK, G. Master. 

In the Address of theM. W . Grand Master occurs the foilowing passage: 
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"Gen. Wooster v.-as a man of keen foresight. Leaming from obsen•ation 
and reflection, the benevolent ends our institution designed to accomplish, he 
determined to become one of the brotherhood. An honest advocate of the 
e(J'ral and innlienahle rightl! t)f man, 1\e became satisfied that Masonry had, 
:It all times. a•1d under the severe.~! trials, been the unfaltering SU J>porte r of 
just and free principles; and under all circum~lances, he found Masonry. as 
we now lind it, true and sleadfa~l in advancing the moral and intellectual im· 
pro,·ement of the masses, and the ele,·ation of man to the condition of e<Juality 
and happiness. that now blesse!l more than twenty·five millions of American 
Freemen. \'cs, on this hallowed spot,-hallowed hencef(lrth, forever, to the 
II::! Ole of Rrother UA VI I) WUOSTER.-may I well say, and in truth declare, 
that 'Masonry has done, and i~ doing, as much, nay, possibly mon,- than all 
otlur os.rocinlions, for the t!Stsblishrnent of the jus/ and equal n/{ltls of man. 
Hroad, comprehtmsive, and never yielding in its ends, it has steadily resisted 
1urong and oj>j>rusion in e\•ery form . It ha.« defied and overcome alike the 
demand~ of despotism and the tortures of the Inquisition. It has triumphed 
over the seductions of power and the temptations to render servile obedience 
to the most powerful monarchs of the world. It has sheathed the sword of 
contending annie~. and caused those engaged in deadly strife to hail each 
oth ~:r as brethren." 

Gov. rond made an appropriate response to the address of the Grand 

Master. The Oration, by W. Bro. l lenry C. Deming, is a production of much 

literary merit and historical interest. 

In these days of prosperity, when peace waves ber graceful banner over a 

nat ion of freemen, we are no t ca lled to the field of slaughter, to test nur fidel­

ity, as did the Brother whose memory is thus honored. 13ut the day of noble 

deeds, and manly daring, is not yet closed. There ::~re still broad fields and a 

noble destiny. inviting every true heart to wage successful warf;ue with princi­

palities and powers of evil, and win crowns that shall never decay-laurels 

that s h;11l bloom in fadeless beauty forever. To these fields, the voice of the 

Great Father, and the necessities of his sorrowing children, now summon us 

- till the sighinJ.: of the oppre.'ised, the cry of the needy, and the wailings of 
the lost and ruined, shall cea.~e to di.~turb the harmonies of earth. 

For the work which claims our tireless energies, the disciplint' of our Order 

~hould be well and wisely applied, and its iull power developed with unceas· 

ing care. It is a happy omen, that the spirit of improvement is :'lpparent in 

nearly all the Stales. 

GRANO I.OOCE LIBRARtKS. 

Many of the Grand Lodges exhibit a commendable ztal in the establishment 

of libmries. and it is hoped their example will be followed, not only by the 

other Grand Lodges, but by a ll their subordinates, so that each shall have a 

choice selection of works fitted to instruct the young ma~on in the principles 
and duties of his calling. Every lodge should have works of reference which 

may instruct the enquiring in the emblems, the jurisprudence, and the moral 

principles and duties of the craft ;-and where means will permit, treatises 

which may give instruction in the sciences inculcated in our rituals. Your 
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committee concur fully in the recommendation of P. G. M. Bradford, that this 
Grand Lodge shouJd procure for its library the several volumes of the Free· 
mason's Magazine, published in Uoston, by Bro. Charles W. Moore. It would 
be of g1·eat servi<;e a.~ a book of reference, when investigating question!\ of 
masonic usage and jurisprudence. Several other masonic periodicals, more 
recently commenced, seem also worthy of a place in our library. The Acacia, 
commenced in January last, at Natchez, Mississippi, if we may judge hom the 
numbers issued, ";11 be found useful and interesting. There is also a monthly 
magazine at New York, one at Cincinnati, and one at Philadelphia, and still 
others farther West. 1t might be a good investment to add some two Ot 

three of these to our Library. In this connection, we would call attention to 

the following report extracted from the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of 
Georgia. 

•'The committee appointed to procure suitable works for the foundation of 
a Masonic Library, beg leave to report that they have discharged that duty as 
far as practicable; a portion of the works ordered having been received. while 
others are on the way. Some of them, on account of their great rarity, al· 
though, perhaps, valuable to none but the Fraternity, have not yet been found 
for sale. 

"The committee ordered, through Col. '.V. T. Williams, of Savannah. the 
following works, received : 

Book of Constitutions of the Grand Lodge of England, 1 v.; 
Book of Constitutions of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, 1 v.; 
Rook of Constitutions of the Grand Lodge of lreland, 1 v; with the Laws 

ol R. A.; the Grand Council of Rites and Rose X Degree and 
K. T.; 

Clarke's History of Minden Lodge from 1748 to 1 8~8. 1 v.; 
Masonic Constitutions of 1723; 
Masonic Constitutions, Nourthruck's edition, 1784; 
Dermott's Ahiman Re1-an, 17 55; 
Lawne's History of Freemasonry; 
Twelve Lectures delivered before the Lodge of Virtue, Manchester, Eng-

land, 1 v.; 
Jacob's Ladder, 1 v.; 
Rosenberg's Masonic and Synaptical Tableau ; 
lnsignia of R. A. Degree, t v.; 
Royal Arch Regulations, 1 v.; 
Oliver's Historical Landmark~, z v.; 
Symbol of Glory, 1 v.; 
History of Initiations, 1 v.; 
Signs and Symbols, 1 v. ; 
Star in the East, 1 v.; 
Mirror for Johannite Masons, t v.; 
Book of the Lodge, 1 v.; 
Ashe's Masonic Manual, r v.; 
Hutchinson's Spirit of Masonry. 1 v.; 
Preston's Illustrations of Ma~onry, 1 v.; 
Antiquities of Freemasonry. 1 v.; 
Hodge'!; Ma.~onic Fragments, 1 v.; 
Golden Remains of Early Masonic Writers, 3 v. ; 

And have ordered, also, th rough Charleston-
An Essay on the Eleusinian Mysteries, 1 v.; 
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Leyard'R Babylon and Nineveh, 1 v. ; 
llurlley's Symbolism, 2 v.; 
Faher'R Origin of l'agan Idolatry, 3 v. ; 
1 nman•on Symbolic Colors, r v.; 
C lavel's Pictu resque F reemasonry, 1 v. 

4f 

"So soon a.~ all the volumes ordered shall have been received. the commit· 
tee design placing them in ·a suitable case for preservation. 

"It will be nece.<sary for the Grand Lodge to provide a system of rules for 
the management of the books, to prevent their bt:ing scattered and lost. 

"Not having been able to procure all the books which have been ordered, 
it is recommended that the committee be continued, in order to discharge •.he 
duty in full ." 

The comm!ttee would call the attention of this Grand Lodge to a resolution 

passed some years since, instructing the Grand Secreta1•y to have bound in a 

cheap, durable form of moderate 5iz-e, the reports or the several Grand Lodges 

which shall be deposited in the Jibra•y. They would recommend that the 

reports of this ~nd previous years be thu~ bound up and deposited, and that 

tbe resolution become a permanent arrangement, 

C HARITY f' UNOS. 

The Grand Lodges or Missi,;sippi, Texas, and many other state!'> h:we com· 

mended the Grand Lodge or Maine for the act ion proposed to he had in the 

establishment of charity fund:; by our ~ubordinate lodges. It i~ hoped that 

all our lodges will heed· the recommendation of thi~ Grand Lodge adoj?ted in 
accordance with the proposition or P. G. M. J. C. Humphreys, ~nd be able 1o 

report progres; in the establishment of Charity Funds. If Maine shall set a 

laudable example in this work, it will be approved and imitated on an extensive 

scale. 

NON-AFflli.IATF.D MASONS. 

The case of those belonging to the Masonic Order who neglect to become 

affiliated, and who bear no part in sustaining the Institution, has att racted 

considerable attention for some years. A special committee of the Grand 

Lodge of Arkan~as, having had the subject under con~ideration, have published 

the following extratts from the Ancient Constitutions, the opinions of Grand 

I ,odges, and of distinguished Masons: 

" In the A nciml Comtitutitms, we find it stated, • That if 11 Master of a par· 
ticular lodge is deposed or rle111its the Senior War9en ~hall forthwith,' etc. 
-A rlicle 1, vide page 2,50. Mystic Circle. 

"• No set or number of brethren ~hall withdraw or separate themselves from 
the lodge in which tbey were made, or were afterwards admitted members un· 
less the lodge become too n umerou~; nor e\·en then without a dispensation from 
the Grand Master or Deputy: and when thus separated, they must ei ther im· 
mediately join themselves to such other lodges that they shall like best, or 
else obtain the Grand Master's warrant to join in forming a new lodge, to be 
regularly constituted in good time.'- Art. 6;p. 243• Mystic Ch·dt: . 

• 
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'"Every brother ought to he a member of !lome lodge: ndr i~ it proper that 
any number of brethren should withdraw or separate themselves from the 
lodge in which they were made or admitted member.<, without good cause: 
although the right is an inherent one, and can never be restrained by any power 
·"·hat soever; still guch separation is improper, unles.o; the lodge becorr1es too 
numerous for working.' etc.-A hit!tllll Rt:o11 (.tu llfystir Cirri~. p. z(q.) 

"• Every brother ought to belong to some regular lodge,' etc.- l b. p. 267. 

"The edito r of the llfasoJJic 111ugazitu, vol. 6, p. 32 1, says: • If a brother 
desire to leave us, uid him farewell, and let him depart in peace.' • An unwill ­
ing servant is generally an unfaithful one.' • Brethren who have never been. 
o r who have ceased to be, affiliated. mo~t certainly have not the same claims 
upon the lodges. that are conceded to contributing member~. It is not equi­
table that they 11hould have. They contribute nothing I (> tire charity fund. 
neither do they bear any portion of the labors or responsibilities of the lodge. 
They are members of the Masonic familr, and as such, are invested with 
ceuain general privileges. which, until forfeued, they have an irrevocable right 
to exercise and enjoy, irrespective of their connection o r otherwise, with arry 
private lodge. These privilege;;, however. do no t extend to an unqnalified 
participation in the local, pecuniary, or ~ocia l advantages of th ., lodge. Such 
brethren have not a good claim upon the charity fund of the lodges. • • 
Non-affiliated bre thren are no t entitled to Masonic fnneral honor~. T hey may 
claim the righ t to join in public processions, on the festival dayR of the f rater­
nity. but not on local occasions, when the procession is limited to the mem­
bers of a private lodge and their invited brethren.-Jifystic Cirdc, I' I'· JJ1·2-J.' 

"'/11 tlu Procudings of tlu Gra11rll.odgl! of Tl!xas :-• In the opinion of 
your committee, every brother in good standing at the time, and for good 
reasons, (and we can conceive of many,) has the right to "~thdraw from the 
lodge: and by so doing, he does not absolve himself from any restraints, and 
is s till amenable to the lodge wilhin whose jurisdic tion he resides. and -"Ub· 
ject to be punished for any umasonic act o r offence. It is optional with every 
lodge, whether she will receive as vi.~ilor s, masons who are not members of 
some lodge-whether she ";11 relieve their wants, o r in case of death. bury 
them with Masonic honors, for none but the worthy can claim these as rights.' 
-JI:f.yslic Cird~. p. 4'5· 

"!cnJJn.-• We do no t believe that a C:rnnd Lodge has the power to compel 
a br•othe r, a Free and Accepted Mason, to unite with any lodge. and who::n he 
has M united, it has no power to prevent him from dimitting. if he he in good 
standing. • • • • 1f he be a non-affiliated brother, and will 
not affiliate him~elf with some lodge [the Grand Lodge] nray withhold from 
him the cha rities of the Grand Lodge.' 

" 1¥i.rco1uin.-Under the Constituti()n of this Grand Lodge, • No mason can 
be interred with the formalities of the Order. • • • • unless 
he, at the time of his death, was a member of some regular lodge.-Pro. 185o, 
P 77• Cons/. pt~rl 5· su. 5· ' 

•· Floridn nnrl l¥isconsill.-The Grand Lodge of Wi~consin permits any 
Master Mason, in good standing, and no~ in arrears Io r dues, to, demit. • • 
They (the Com. on For. Cor.) recommend that members be p~rmiued to 
demit at pleasure. but tbnt they be denied the privilege of visiting lodges: that 
Grand Charitie~ be withheld from them : that they be excluded from masonic 
processions and festivals, and other benefi;s enjoyed by reguf:ir affiliated 
masons. The Grand Lodge of Florida, at its las t communication, passed res­
olutions on this s ubject, corresponding with t'he Grand Lodge of Wisconsin. 

"Mackey's Lexicon of Masonry says: 'A mason is said to demit from the 
Order when he withdraws from all connection with it. !t relieves the individ-
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ual from all pecuniaty contributioM, and debars him ftom pecuniary relief,' 
etc.-Pro. G. L. F/orir/11, J8Jl,p. 12. 

" lndiana holds that it is cont.:try to, and inC!JII ~i~t ent with. the anc:ie11t 
usages a11d )Jrcccpts of our O•der, to withd ra w from a subordinate lod~:c with· 
out some good cause, o r reside in the neighborhood of a s uhmdinate lodge 
without becoming a member the11:of, nnd ·relie!t uvon the Ancient Constitutions 
ns a sullicient law upon the subject. And in this. we believe. Ohio concnn;. 

"South Can•li1111.- A Mason who declines to contribute to the l'npport of 
the Order, cannot certainly expect to claim anything from its ch:uitil!s. for 
himself or family. Prom this Mao yland dissents, for hls inllhility to pay dues. 
the 11aturc of hi~ business, or e ther just causes. may induce the withdrawal. 
- Pro. G. L . '!( Jl!arylaml. 18;o. p. 30. 

·• Nr.a Vork has adopted the following resolution: • Eveo y ma•on ought to 
belong to some particular lodgo!. and comply with it~ by·laws, and the general 
ro:gulations in oelation to the payment of du e>< and contributions to the charity 
funds. And any worthy mason who doe.~ not contribute to the funds, or 
belong to some lodge. is not entilled to vi~ it a lnd~.;e more than twice while he 
remains nml-:'tffiliated wi th SO lli e lodge, na. to join in proce.~sion or to relief. 
or masonic as.•istnncc or bul'ial.-/'ro G. L. t:!/ i\Tt!w Vork, r8.5'· f . 87. 

"Louisiana has resolved.' 'J'h~t no l\laster lllasnn who shall live i11 the vi­
cinity of a lodge under the julisdiction of this Grand Lodge, for the space of 
one year, and i~ able to pay the neces."ary and usual fees and conttibutions 
required by the Constitution and By-Laws of said lnuge. and shall fail or 
neglect to affiliate himself, or apply to affiliate himsel f. with such lodge. shall 
be allowed to visit any lr•dge under the ju risdiction of this (;o·:.nd l.odge, to 
a~sist at 11ny o f the public ceremonies and poocc~sions of the (Jrder, be en· 
till ed to masonic burial. or receive oelieffor him~el f or family. fo om the chari ty 
fund n[ the Ordei.'- Pro_ Lonisit~nn G. L., 18J.!1. f. 78. 

"We have thu• laid before the (;rand Lodge all the infotmation within our 
reach upon the subject of the J{esolutiOIIl' referred to us, a11d will now proceed 
to state our own conclusions: 

"We helieve it unquestionably ttue, that it i~ the duty of every brother 
to belong to some lodW!. to associate and work with his brethren in a ll their 
efforL<; of charity nnd benevolence. and contrihute in some meas uo•e, his time 
and means to the foowarding of the great objects o f our organization. But i[ 
he thinks proper to violate thi.• duty, and separate himself from all local a~soci· 
ation with the brethren, he i~ frt.'t! to do so. lie is rcsponl'ible to no one for his 
action in this respect- we can lay upon him no nther o r greater resuaint Jhan 
the cood of brothel'ly love and kindnes.~. Jf the~e are not sufficient to retain 
him within the walls of our lodges, he ha~ the right to go forth; but whil~t he 
voluntarily remains apart and separa te from us, he must meet the consequences 
of his own ><cc.:ession-which :..ould be an entire separation between him and 
the lodge. 

"We therefore think that the first resolution is not correct in principle. as 
by it the lodge assumes the right to refuse a demit. if the cause for asking it 
be not sufficient in the opinion of her members. 

" We fully concur in the ~econd, third and fourth resolutions with this re· 
striction, however, that the privileges and benefits referred to in the fourth 
resolution be understood to m ean those of members of a lodge. l''or we are 
unwilling to say that, by ceasing to be a member o f a lodge. a brother cuts 
him~elf off from all right to masonic intercour~c. or to relief, comfort and 
assistance from the fraternity. II is general duty to assist and relieve still 
remains. and therefore his right to these benefits os not lost. 

"The committee submitted the following resolntions, which were subse· 
quently adopted by the Gr-J.nd Lodge: 

"Ruolvcd, That every brother ought to be long to some lodge, and assist 

.. 
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the brethren in their work, and contrt1Jnte to the funds of the lodge : but if 
he chooses to withdraw, he ought to be free to do so; and if he r.an satisfy his 
brethren that he is unable to as~ist in the work of the lodge, on account of 
feeble health, distance of residence, o r other like good cause, he ought to be 
excused; and if unable to contribute to the fua1ds o f the lodge. he ought to be 
relieved from payment of dues. 

"l?<•.rolved. That demitted and non-affiliated brethren, who continue to re· , 
side faa· the space of s ix months, in the vicin ity of a lodge, without joining or 
applying to join the same, have n·o right to visit a lodge, unless by consent of 
the same, with or \\>it I), out terms; nor to relief fro~n the lodge; nor to join her 
local processions; nor to masonic burial. 

"Resolvl!d, That demitted and non-affiliated brethren, though living in open 
violation of their duty. and neglect ol their rights and privileges, are not of 
that umuort.lzy class who have forfeited all claim upon the sympathy, assist­
ance and charity of the members of the fraternity." 

lt is desirable that all who have assumed masonic obligations, should honor 

their professions, by affiliation with some lodge, and fraternal relations with 

all ~ and that each should be more willing to share in the duties and burdens 
of the Order, than to draw upon its charities. 1l is doubtful, however, whether 

any thing can be effectually done by adopting stringent measures in relation 

to those who ignore these practical and wholesome truths. Of this, each 

Gaand Lodge can best judge for itself; yet it may be conceded, that personal 

and fraternal counsels, persuasions and reproofs, are the most hopefuJ reme· 

dies for such delinquency. In speaking upon this subject, in t852, the lirand 

Master of the Grand Lodge of Kentucky said : 

"We are so constituted, that we cannot love that. of the excellence of which 
we are ignorant, or which appears to us hazily mystic. Those thus pa~$ing on, 
little taught, less learned, a re generally but illiterate ~maLterers in the work­
manship; thoughtless of the grand design portrayed. when understood, by 
every part of every ceremony and emblem, and imbued with the deep and con­
soling and nobe spirit, which, like an ethereal and heavenly thrill of love, per­
vades the whole system. The result is, they become indifferent, and non-affil­
iating ; and, ceasing altogether to contribute either to the knowledge, broth­
erly love, or charity of the Order-drones of the hive-forget that they are 
members of it, except when distress. or want of assistance. drives them plead· 
ing to its bounteous almonry." 

MASONIC JURISPRUDENCE AND OECIStOt-:S. 

Your committee have been impressed with the desirableness of some con­

densed treatise, accessible to the officers of all our lodges, which might aid in 

the government of the craft, and in disposing of numerous questions likely to 

atise. 'vVe ha,·e heen imp1·essed with the gener3J soundness antl practical 

sense of the decisions of M. W . Wm. B. Hubbard, Grand Master of the 

Grand I.odge of O hio. Without the necessity of en~orsing _these decisions in 

detail, it seems to us that benefit wouJd arise from ]>ublishing them as the de· 

ductions of a very intelligent mind- the decisions of a wise Ma~ter, under 

whose administration l''reemasonry in Ohio has been greatJy prospered. The 

... 



1855·] Gmnd Lodge of Maiue. 45 

Grand Lodge of Illinois, in puhlishing these decisions."along with their report 

on Foreign Correspondence, til us speaks of his qualifications:-

.• It is not often that ""J' Grand l.odg" is blessed with so able. firm and 
learned a Grand Master as Wm. B. lloblmrd. llis decisions upon question,­

of Masonic J nrisprudence, have s tamped him as tlu mason, neare.~t to perfec· 

tinn, now living. His address shows a complete acquaintance with all the 
husiness of the Grand and Subordinate Lodges in that state. The following 

sentence, selected from the closing part of his address, !!peaks well for the 

Grand Lodge and its Grand Master. 

" M v Bu:-ru R.,N.-In cl osin~ this, my last official communication, it is 
gratifying to the best feelings of our natures tu know that never, in the history 
of l'reemasonry in Ohio, has our beloved Order stood on higher and more 
meri torious ground. Within the past few years, the increase of talent, aud 
devotion to the pure principle.• of the Order, have been manifest, and we ha\'e 
full confidence in the belief that it is des tined to occupy a still higher and 
more elevated stand. Although your subordinates are very numerous, yet 
among so great a number, it is most remarkable, and much to their credit, 
that not a s ingle case, save one, of recusancy to your authority has occurred; 
and that at this time not a single case of on fraternal collision between two or 
more lodge~; exists. Each of your subordinates bas higher, purer and holier 
aspirations than those that are founded in selfishness, and those which lead to 
s trifes for power and office. The spirit of Masonry presides over your lodges. 
Taken as a whole, a vast and'benign work is steadily progressing throughout 
the whole of your masonic vineyard. The moral standard of Freemason ry 
has been e rected in Ohio. On its banner is inscribed the motto of the Order 
-Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth-supported by the virtuous principles of 
Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence and Justice. Long, nay, evermore may it 
firmly stand, surrounded and protected by basts of good men and true, And 
may the Order it represents, continue to be a blessing to mankind till ' t ime 
shall be no more.'" 

Tbe decisions of Grand Master li ubbard cover a wide range of subjects, 

and are gil'en with a tt!rSeness and clearness worthy of being studied as 

models. Your committee recommend that they be published as a part of 

this report. 

POWERS oF W. l\-lASTER, &c.-r. The decision of theW. Maste r, on a 
point of (Masonic) Law, is not a proper snbject for discussion by his lodge, 
unless by his request and permission. 

:z. Appeal" from the decison of theW. Master are not authorized by the 
u:;ageJ> of Masonry. They are unknown. 

3· A brother under charge and specifications, bas 1tot IZ right to vote in his 
own case, but has a right to t.e heard under the Rules and By-Laws. 

4· As a general ru le, the rights (masonic) of a brother under arrest for 
malconduct, are held in abeyance, except as provided for in th.: by-laws of the 
lodge, o r in the discretion, and at the sufferance of, theW. Master. 

5· "A bro ther, while his trial is suspended for the procnrement of testi· 
mony, may lawfully occupy the South or West in the certmony of initiation, 
passing or raising a candidate," in the discretion of theW. Master, whether 
such work shall be done or not. That is, the .rtritioll is not vacated by a 
charge being under progress of inve.~tigation; and if the charge is a ~erious 
one, affecting, if true, the union and harmony of the lodge, the exercise of a 
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prudent discretion would, doobtles.~, cause the W. M. to have the work post· 
poned, until a final decision was had. This is his prerogative a t all time•. 

6. "TheW. Master is not bound to bury an unworthy hrother, a violato• 
of the laws of the State" aud Masonry. 

7· If a member is regardless of the Gavel, and contumacious to the chair, the 
lodge need no t be closed to get rid of him. The Master has the power, as it 
i~ his duty. to prevent all confus ion among the worknten; and, if necessary to 
.-ffect the object, may reprimand the contumacious brother-and, if further 
nece.o;sity require, bave him led out of the lodge. rfc must pre.rerve ordet· 1111rl 

lite Cavd 1mut be obeyctl. .By the Constitution and usages of Masonry, the 
Master, in all these matters, is supreme. . 

ON APPEAL.-ln the case presented to me in your letter, the Maste r was 
1 ight in refusing to entertain the motion, and he erred in permi:ting an appeal. 
I !e ~hould have pronounced that out of order, and unknown to the usages of 
Masonry. No appeal from the decision of a Master of a lodge lies in any 
case whatever. Right or wrong, as any individual member may suppose, it is 
(ina! and reversible only by himself- or by the Grand Lodge in a proper way. 

ON D tsl't:NSATIONS.-Officers acting under dispensation are not ins/tJIIed; 
neither can such lodge, until acting, o r rather, ready to act, under a reguJar 
charte r, be dedicated. 

'WuRK.-In all case.~. my brothe r, be careful to avoid the impression, that 
you seek to exemplify atty matt's wo•k ; avoid this, by exemplifying, and 
seeking to exemplify "the work" of Free and Accej)tt:d Masons, as author 
i1.ed by the Gt·and Lodge of O hio, and the Grand Maste r thereof. 

Susl't:NStONS. &c .. RY A CHArTER.-I understand the mu~onic law to be• 
that a chapter has not the" power to suspend a member from the privileges 
of the lodge!' If the member is suspended o r expelled from his chapte r, the 
lodge having jurisdiction over him , on learning of his suspen~ion or expul~ion, 
would do well. and discharge a duty tbey o"·e .to themselves and the craft 
generally, to inquire into the cause of his suspens ion or expulsion, and ins ti · 
tute a trial in his case, if they (the members of the lodge) deem it po-oper and 
expedient to do so. Jf tried , he should be tried upon the fac ts of th t: case, 
and on s uch trlal, the judgment of the chapte r is not evidence. 

ON coMING OUT OF LODGE, ITS DOINGS. &c.-A brother of a lodge, tn 
which application is made by a candidate for initiation, has no right. and ought 
not. to communicate to the app licant, or to nny one not a Mas te r Mason, ob· 
jections that ha''" been made to the character or standing of the applicant , by 
a member of his lodge, or a visitor therein. Such a breach of masonic duty 
and obligation ought not to be passed over in s ilenr.:e. Any bro ther so offend· 
ing, sbonld be charged, tried, and if found guilty. he repr imandt!CI, suspended, 
or expelled, according to the ci rcumstances of the case. 

ON ADJOURNMENT uF Loocr::s.- My opinion h a.~ been, and is yet, tlwt 
adjournments were unknown in ancient masonry, und no t used by a subordi ­
nate lodge until in latt~:r times. 

O RDER 01' \VORK IN Lol.JGE.-ts t ... If there is busine.o;s to transact in 
the third degree, on the same eveni11 g, whut is the order of proceeding?" 

Ans. T hat which the W. Master, in his discretion, may choose. 
2d. ''Can any business, o ther than conferring degrees, be transacted in tht: 

Entered A ppret~tice or Fellow C raft's Lodge?" 
Ans. None other than confe rring degrees in the respective lodges, and giv­

ing ins truction peculiar to suc.h lodges respectively. 

3d. "When a baJlot is had in an E ntered ~pprentice Lodge," &c. 
Ans. No ballot should oe had in s uch lodge fo r the initiation of candi · 

dates, and if any be taken, the act is void. None hut Master Masons have a 
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right to vole, IJy ballot or otherwise; and all busines~. except as excepted, in 
an~wer to the second question, should lie transacted in a lodge of Master 
1\'lasons. 

Nunc \Jut Mas ter Masons are entit led to membership, burial, o r the genetal 
cha rity fund of the lodge. 

TKtA 1. Mill HAI.I.OT OF E . A l'I'RP.NTICt;.-(~uestion 1St. "Can a ~ubor· 
dinate lodge try an Entered Apprentice upon charges of on masonic conduct?" 

Ans. A subordinate lodge of 1\ l a.~ter Masons has the undoubted right to 
try any and all Entered Apptentices and Fellow Crafts within its jurisdiction, 
fo r unmasonic conduct. 

To your" zd question." 1I a majotity vote against the person chargl'd 
with the offence, it gives him no claim to a privilege unknown to Masonry. 
In such a case as that put by you. or in any other, one ballot against advance· 
ment is sufficient, even if "all the other members are satisfied,'' and desire his 
advancement. 

UrJSTON M AS0NIC TRESTLE BoARD.-I have found the book called "New 
Masonic Trestle Board." and have given it as attentive an examination a~ my 
limited time would permit; and I take pleasure in saying to you that I deent 
thu work a very valnable one to the Craft in general. For the diffurent 
Urders, it is worthy, in my .opinion, of being adopted as a Text Book, and I 
wo>ul~ be pleased to see it in general use. It is due to you to observe that 
the work throughout bears the impress of great care and labor in its prepara· 
tion; and sound judgment, combined with a thorough knowledge of the differ· 
ent Utders , in excluding \\hat ought not to be inserted, and publishing. in a 
concise and methodical manner, and under appropriate heads, pretty much, if 
not altogether, all that was necessary. 

0~ Ttl& RtC:IIT uP BALLOT.-The lodge to which you have applied for 
advancement has, in the matter of agreeing or disagreeing to your further ad· 
vancement, sole and exclusive jurisdiction; and by the Constitution and im· 
memorial us;ages o f our Order, an unanimous hallot for advan o.:ement is as 
nt!cessary as for initiation to the first degret•. Consequently", you will ob;cervc 
that neithe r the (jrand Master. nor even the <.iraud Lodge, has any control in 
the case. Each Master Mason, and none other, must vote upon his own 
t ~sponsihility, and is not to be called on for any reasons for his so voting. 
These nre the right.r, as well as duties, of Master Masons, and which by no 
means interfe re with yours. 

l'vWE.R ot• LOilGP.S OVEK E. A. &c., I'OR TRtAI .. -An Entered Apprcn· 
tice, for unmasonic conduct, is subject to discipline. The lodge within whose 
jurisdiction he resides, and where tlte alleged offence was committed, has 
ju risdiction in the premi>es, and may proo.:eed to final action, as in other cases. 
I !e. it is true. cannot be a 11u111i1er of a lodge. neither can a Fellow Craft. 
'one hut 1\l:.ster Masons can be l!lt!lll/lt!rl of a lodge, though those of an in· 

!etiur degree ;ue members of the masonic family-that is, subject to all the 
im:idcnts periainin~ 10 their respecli\"t: degrees. Bnt an Entered Apprentice 
or 1•. C. has no right to vote. ft follow~. thnl a lodge of Master Masons only, 
can entertain the complaint, give the necel\sary directions for trial, and !live 
the finnl judgmem, and such fina l judgment being given in the Masters' lod~:e. 
and by the vote of Master Masons, member:< of that lodge. I t is usual for 
such lodge11 to appoint a committee of membon; from the same, who notify 
the person charged, &c. If the matt~:r i11 prop<!r to be reduced to wtiting, 
they do so, and report it to the lodge, with their recommendations by way of 
resolutions. lf not proper to be written, then verbally. If the person charged 
wish~s to be heard on the testimony taken by and before the committee, and 
before final decision, the Master may, in his discretion, open an E. A. or F. C. 
lodge, (as the case may be.) and hear his remarks, and then resume labor in a 
Mas ter's lodge. If the 6nal judgment or lientence is that the Entered Ap· 
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prentice should be reprimanded by the Master. this may be done by the Master 
nlone with the E. A., or in an open Entered Apprentic:e lodge, for general in­
((!omatlon and instruction. If the conclusion of the lodge is, that he be sm<­
pended or expt!ll<:d. a copy of such resolution should be made 0111, certified by 
your Secretary, and delivered to hino if conveniently within your power. 

W. 111. MAY Ci\W. ASSISTANCE.-By anctent osage, it is one of the privi­
leges of the W. i\·la>'ter to call to his coun~cl and assistance any of the well in­
fotmed brElthrcn : and consequently it would be proper {in his discretion) to 
tequesta l'ast Master Lo take a seat with him tempor:ully fo r counsel and ad­
' ice, though ~uch Past Master receivt:d his degree in a chapter, and had not 
uccn elected Master of a Lodge. 

'!'he W. Master has the undoubted claim upon the Gmnd Master, at all 
times, for advice and assistance, ~;thont any consultation with others. 

UN THE RtGII1'S 01-' A M I'.MBER UJIInF.R CUARGt: - According to masonic 
Ia 11· and masonic usage, charges made and pending against a member of a lodge. 
do not debar him from the usual rights of members; such as balloting in all 
ca.-;es. in common with his brethren, and voting in all cases, except upon his 
own guilt or innocence of the charges against him. 

ON lh:t.tF.l-' tN A Gon.-The inqui ries yon make are of great importance 
to the cmft generally, inasmurh as there ha~ been a diversity of opinion on the 
subject; and that dil·en;ity 1 am free to r<ay, has arisen from-tst, either not 
understanding the ancient requirements of Masonry; or. zd, from a desire to 
innovate. Ancient Ma.~onry required a belief in God, flu Suprmu Arcltitet'l 
r!/ the Uni11eru, a God of Spirit, (not of ~tone, wood or any other description 
or idolatry;) one that was from everlasting to everlasting, supremely wise, 
good and powerfuL The fraternity, from time immemorial, were taught to re ­
gard the '' Book of the Law," as the rule and guide of their (not faith, but) 
conduct. 

The vice of e:ccessi1·e drinking. is a very serious and growing one, and you 
and all other lodges will be entitled to much credit in checking it to the ex­
tent of their means. 

i;\r,~nsstoN o..- MEMBERS.-Every member of the lodge should be agreed 
10 the admission, and without such unanimous consent, no admission should 
take place. And no member, guided by the true principles of l\la.•onry, 
~hould desire, much less aid in, the initiation of a candidate who was. to his 
knowledge, not acceptable to one or more memhers. Any regular member, a 
MaMer Mason, has the right to oppose the initiation or advancement of a 
candidate at any time. 

INSTALLED UFI-'ICERS, DUTIES, &c.-" A \Varden of a lodge fails to at­
tend his lodge and perform his duties; is it competent for the lodge to adopt 
a resolution requesting him either to attend to his duties, o r, if be cannot, to 
1 esign his office ? " 

Ans. Such proceedings, in my opinion, would be irregular. The principal 
otlicers, elru:led nt1tl iu.rtalletl, cannot and should not resign. The Wor~hipful 
~laster would be justified;a.~ perfomting his duty, to advise and instouct his 
Wardens in the appropriate discharge of their duties. If these station:> are 
vacant, the W. Master should appoint suitable brethren to act pro ltm. If. 
when present at their stations, the Wardens are unskillful, and thereby unable 
to discharge their dutie~, theW. Master should instruct tht:m. And, whether 
foom negligence or incompetency. either should show himself unfit for his sta­
tion, the brethren should lay it to heart, and at their next election, be careful 
tu do their duty, by selecting those only who are morally and intellectually 
(nr, in one word, masonically) qualified to discharge the duties of their offict: 
with honor to themselves and the Fraternity. 

NECESSl'l'V AND lMl'OJI.'l'ANCK OF THE S'I'UDY uF 'l'IIK CONSTI'rU'l'IUN, &c. 
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-On all occasions. when with the members of the ~ubordinate lodges, t will 
thank you to call their attention to the itnpuo tance of a thorough acquaintance 
with the Constitution, By-l.aii'S, Rules and R~gulations, and Decisions of the 
(..;rand Lodge. 

I lind al:;o in many, I may say, very many cases, Masters and Wardens of 
l odge~. un:tc(juainted with the proceedings of the Goand Lodge, and of Ma· 
~unic Jurbprudence generally. Add your advice and influence. my Bro ther, 
whenever you meet with the Boethren, in favor of placing in the various 
oflict:s-intelligence, moral worth and industry. Jn(u~e the spirit of improve· 
nienl of the mind and the heart, so that our society may become more and 
more elt:vated, as a great and good I nstiturion. 

ON HIE R~:QUIStTES FoR THE O~'FICERS oF A New LODGE, &c.-From 
the high recommendations l have had of yourself and the other petitioners, I 
indulge the hope that your lodge ";ll be distinguished for its masonic knowl­
edge and moral character; and that, from the commencement and onwards, 
you will be particularly careful not to admit into your lodge any o ther than 
such as, in fact, have all the moral :~nd intellectual qualifications re<)nired in 
our ancient Rules and Regulations. I trust, also, that the officers of your 
lodge will become, if they are not that already, and particularly the Master, 
well acquainted \lith onr Uook of Constitntions, the Constitution, By-Laws 
and Regulations, and all of the Decisions of the Grand Lodge of Ohio. 

ON EXPULSIONS, AND AO}OUIUIM.;NTS Of' LODGKS.-Tbe l>etter opinion 
is, that publications of expelled Masons should only be under the sanctions 
of the Grand Lodge or Grand Master. • 

T he tTdjounting of lodges was unknown to the Order in ancient times; in 
fact, it is of recent date, and may be considered an innovation. Very many 
of our lodges adopt this practice: it is an error. The lodge should be clo;:ed, 
unless in a case of emer·gency, o r for other good cause, a recess may be had. 
The W. Master may order the Craft to cease from labor until such an hour, 
naming it- he may close, to open again for dispatch of business, at such time 
as he pleases-not passing over or violating the By-Laws. 

ON THE NECESSARY REQUISITES I'OR INITIATION.- The cititeu you name, 
who has had the misfortune to lose his right band at the wrist, is, in my 
opinion, ineligible as a candidate for the mysteries of our Order; and this 
opinion is founded not only upon the olden Rules and l~egnlations of our 
Order, but also upon the Constitutional Regulations of the Grand Lodge. It 
is not strange that in these times innovations should be attempted; bot what 
Masonry was, Ma~onry is. 

ON RESIGNATION 01' W. l\1., ANU POWERS OY WARDENS, &c.-It was 
irregular for the Master to resign, after being installed. Such resignations 
are unknown to ancient Masonry. I consider the act void. If the Master is 
absent, ·the Senior Warden should preside; next the Jnuior Warden. 

ON RIGII'fS APT&ll SIISP&NSION.-" When a lodge suspends a Brother for 
a certain determinate time." he has a right to his seat in the lodge, a fter the' 
expiration of that time, without further action on the part of the lodge. Bnt 
if conditions are attached to the suspension, then he cannot take his seat, ex· 
cept by the action of his lodge. 

When a brother, from any cause, ceases to be a member, and afterwards 
applies for membership, an unanimous vote is necessary. 

WtfAT CONSTITUTE CASRS OF EM&JI.GENCY ?-The '1 cases of emergency" 
recognized in our Constitution and Rules, are such, and such only, all are 
real. and not imaginary. By the ancient usages of onr Order, cases of emer­
gency were an attribute of ail our lodges. The lodge in its discretion, must 
he the judge of what is. or is not, a case of emergency. The word emergent 
implies a necessity for the action. It implies that the action should be now 

4 
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had. because of imperative and good reasons, against delay. Tt should be re­
sorted to but rarely. because it is a measure out of the regnlar and approved 
rules-or rather it is an exception to them. r£ a worthy person is suddenly 
called upon to visit distant lands-to embark in war, in defence of his country. 
&c., and cannot wait-these would be proper cases. Bot no ca!'es of personal 
favor should ever be- deemed cases of emergency, whether to the lodge or to 
the applicant. Of this class is tbe one presented by you, and in my opinion, 
should not be countenanced. 

At special and ~-ailed meetings- that is, for specific purposes- nothing else 
should be done. 

All balloting should be in a Master's lodge, opened in the third degree. 
None but Master Masons are memhers; none under the third degree have any 
right to vote, to be members, to the charity fund, or to the rite of. burial. 

You have the right to call off, and then re~ume labor where you left off. 
No warrants for Mark Master's lodges are now granted. 
The Grand Master does not grant dispensations to confer the degree of Past 

Master. except at his optkm. · 
A chapter can lawfully confer the degree of Past Master; so may a convo­

cation of three or more Past Masters confer it upon a lodge·elected Master. 

No dispensation is needed from me, to cltm·tet·eil lodges, to _have a public 
procession. To a lodge working under a dispensation, lt is necessary. 

None but the Grand Master has the right to make" masons at sight." This 
prerogative should rarely ever be exel'ciscd, and when exercised, in the sound 
discretion of tbe Grand Master, for the good of the ·Order. To do so, he 
should convene and "pen a lodge of Master Masons, (if conveniently in his 
power to do so,) and though not obl igatory upon him, I would, as such officer, 
have a clear ballo t from all the Master Masons present. 

ON 1'HE Ext'UI.SION oF Bau.-1 approve your proceedings. Your com­
munication should be signed otlicially. Let this instance be a wholesome 
lesson of instruction to all your brethren, not to be· too anxious to make new 
members. Take time and adopt the most rigid sc rutiny as to chamcter; and 
be sure that each one received into our Order is of tried and established moral 
worth. I make these remarks, because of the event to which you allude, and 
also because I have beeoh informed that some of your members have niani· 
Jested an indiscreet zeal for obtaining accessions to our Order, even striving 
to outdo Odd Fellows in numbers. I hope I have been h1isinformed; for 
such a course is not only unmasonic, but must lead to disastrous consequences. 

RULES I'OR THE GovERNMENT OF Looces.- 1. Can the lodge take any 
action on the case of one who black balls a candidate from personal motive? 

z. Would such a by·law as the one following, conflict wi th any of the prin­
ciples, or regulations of Masonry; and if so, with what principles, and with 
what regulations? 

[The proposed By-Law.]-" No brother shall black-ball a candidate for any 
of the degrees of Mas01uy, until he bas stated his reasons fo r so doing, in open 
lodge." 

Answe.s to foregoing questions :-t. He is not to be dealt with otherwi~e 
than by friend ly advice and counsel from theW. M. Jndeed, no inquiry onght 
to be made to ascertain who black· balled. Every one -in voting, should feel 
that his vote would be unknown except to himself. 

z. The "By·Law," as submitted to me, IS repugnant to the general regula· 
tions of ancient :Masonry, and would, in its operation, be destruutive of that 
unity so e;,sential to the well-being of the craft. Masters should also in then dis· 
cretion, advise, counsel and instruct their members, as to the principles that 
should govern one and all in balloting; but he should also instruct all that each 
one's r~trllt is sacred, and to he exercised in absolute secrecy. I have no ad· 
vice to friends of a candidate out of the lodge. But as to entertaining a sec· 
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ond application, no time is required. It rests in the sound discretion of the 
W. Master, and his brethren. 1 would advise, howe ver, that after a rejection, 
no second application should be acted upon, unless all who we re present at 
the rejection were then present. 

ON 'I'HE RIGHT O F' BM.l.O'l' ~·oR CANDIDATE.- The ri~tht of balloting 
amon~ masons, is a sacred right, especi.ally upon the application of strangers 
for initiation, or of brethren to become members. None should be admitted ex­
cept by wut1t/mQus vote. Each brother, in voting, is presumed to act accord· 
ing to the best dictates of hi~ judgment, and for the peace and welfare and 
good of our ancient Order. No one is to pe held accountable to the lodge for 
the vole he may give. In fact, no inquiry should be made as to who put in a 
black ballot; and no well informed mason will wish to intrude upon the sa· 
c.: red rights of others. H a brother has been suspended or dealt with, for exer· 
d~ing this inestimable privilege, he should appeal to the Grand Lodge; 
though if 1 was furnished with a copy of tbe minutes showing such a violation 
of masonic law and usage, I should not hesitate to interfere officially. 

ON BRETHREN NOT 1\h:lMBERS o~· LODGES, CoN~'ERRING DEGREES. 
- That it is la wful fc;> r a brother who is not a member of ~ny "lodge or chap· 
ter io preside and confer degrees," provided he is a Past Master; and provided 
further, that in so officiating, it is at the request of the Master of the lodge . or 
in his absence, of the Senior or Junior Warden, present. He has no r igM to 
preside; if at all, it is by the courtesy of the regular presiding officer ; and i£ 
so requested, it is lawful. · 

ON THE RIGHT 01' TRIAL OF F. 0. MASON, &c.-" Has a Lodge the right 
to try a Fellow Craft M. for unmasonic conduct?" 

Ans. The right is \lndoubted, and thei r duty to do so obligatory. If found 
guilty he should be suspended or expelled, in the judgment of the Master's 
l.odge.fr()11t the benefits o/ 111as'()ttry-not from the lodge as a membe'l', for 
neither a Fellow Craft nor an Entered Apprentice mason. is o r can be a 11t~m· 
ber of the Master's lodge; nor any o thers than Marfcr.r can be members; En­
tered Apprentices and FeUow Crafts have no rights as such. But they are 
amenable to the lodge within whose jurisdiction they are, for. unmasonic con­
duct. 

UN nn; REJECTION OF A CANDWAT.£ A~-rER CL.EA.R BALLOT. In all cases 
of the kind named in your letter, it is competent for the lodge to refuse to 
initiate a candidate, although "he has been duly elected." Indeed, I deem it 
the duty of the lodge to not confer a degree, if any one of the regular mem· 
hers objects; though the objection. and perhaps the reason for that objection, 
did not exist at the time the ballot was had. It is a fundamental rule to have 
entire union among the members, and never to unseat a regular member, by 
initiating a stranger that one could not sit or be in unity with. The lodge 
may, by resolution, decline conferring the degree. or re-consider and reject 
it in the case named by you. But when a rejcctiM has been finally expressed 
by second ballot, I deem it improper to re-consider, and that a motion to that 
effect should be pronounced out of order by the Master. 

PAST MASTER.- A convocation of [three] Past Masters can confer the de· 
gree on a Master elect. 

ON NEW LODGI<: llio:tNt: CH!\Xl'ERED.-A new lodge, after ha\•ing its 
charter granted, cannot ir1itiate, craft o r Taise nntil the offict!rs are regularly 
installed. Officers of a lodge working under a dispensation are not entitled to 
an instailation. 

ON °0F'F!CERS ELECT DECUNING TO BE lNSTAJ. U: D.-If the Master 
elect of a lodge, declines to be installed, the last Master will continue so to 
act, and be installed; in his absence the Senior Warden, &c., will take his 
place. By the olden rule, no brother is permitted to decline, unless he pas 
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served before in the same office, and when elected and having no such excuse, 
should not decline being installed. In calling sjlecilll meetings of a lodge, 
each member of the lodge ought lo /t(lve uolice ; hut if some, front too great a 
distance, do not rect:ive the not ice, jts met ting and acts will not he deemed 
illegal. 

UN STRAN GE RS VISITING I.OOC I(S.-No l•isi lor (" stmnge fl!llow ")should 
be admitted on the proper vouching of a member, without s uch n•emher first 
suing the applicant; for tberr; are many persons of the same name, and im­
posters might send in a name well known, &c. 

If the pe rson is not prOJ)erly vouched for, the committee, after the test, 
s hould regularly examine him; his name, place of residence, and lodge, should 
be entered on tile minutes of the Secretary. No t•isitor should be rece.ived to 

a lodge against t·he !l'isbes of a memiJer. 
t!>N }C1RISDtC1'ION F Ull T.RIAI .. - A member 1r/1 o bas moved out of the 

j urisdiction of his O\\'n lodge into that o f another, and is guilty of unmasonic 
conduct, it is prudent and commendable fo r s uch last named lodge, if rtmV&II· 
•cnt, tf!ld 1111 injury will nnt!t .from delay, to noti fy his lodge, that it may 
proceed and try him. J3ut if inconvenient. o r a necessity exists for more 
prompt action, the lodge into whose jurisdiction tbe offending member has 
removed, and in which he then resides, should proceed at once with the 
charge and trial. 

ON THE REJECTION OF A CANDIJJA1'E AFTER CJ, EA R BALJ.OT.- lt is a ca1· 
dina! p rinciple in our O rder, so to conduct a~ I its affairs, as to have tmi ty of 
feeling among all the members of a subordmate lodge, and also among the 
Frate rnity generally. ln the case of a can~idate for Masonry being found 
wottn'1, and about to be \n\t\ated, i.l even a ~m~\e membet ol the lodge, ?ut 
~note es\)eci.a\\'i tne \1\~ter, \;:, \\n\~i.\\i.\\~ to \\a'l e \\i.m i.\\i.\i.·ate\1, t\\e ~t()C.eei.\\\\V,~ 
oug\\t to \1e sta-yen, ann t\\e degree mvcr conlened \~i.tno\tt \ne una\\i.mous 
consent of all the members pre~ent. 

UN I N~TA J.LA~'ION OF l\1 ,\STER.-The old I\! aster o£ a lodge so presiding, 
has the rtght to ms tall the ne wly elected Maste r. Then it is the prerogative 
o f tbe newly installed Master, to install his othe r officers of the lodge. H e 
may waive the exercise of that prerogative, and request his predecessor, o r any 
other Past Maste r, to officiate. · 

A presiding officer should endeavor to ''rule and govern'' his lodge with 
prudence, with justice, with fortitude, and with charity to all. 

ON THE RIC H '!' o..- BALLO'!'.- The right of balloting should be held and 
regarded as a sacred right: b11t the Master of a lodge should have a vigilant 
eye to all the actions of all the members ; and if any can be proved to 1/Ji!.fully 
conspire to ln.jure tW destroy the /odg'e, or mar its pence aud /mrtiWJty, such 
should be counselled, and if need be, tried fo r unmasonic conduct, and pun­
ished by suspens ion or expulsion, as the facts and justice may d ictate. 

ON RESIGNATION vF 0FI''ICERS.- The W . Mas ter, no r any installed officer 
of a lodge, can resign his station. In the absence of the (\'faster, the Senior 
Warden succeeds to his s tation, duty and powers. Resignation of ins talled • 
officers is unmasonic. 

ON TRIAl, OF W. MASTER Ot' LoDGE.-The W. Master of a lodge can only 
be tried by the Grand Lodge, and his official acts only investigated by one of 
the officers of the G rand Lodge. The Grand Master may, in his discretion 
and for proper cause, suspend the proceedings of a subordinate lodge. Mis­
conduct on its part, o r on the part o f the Master, might justify such a pro-
~ed~~ • 

THE H o i.Y BIRI.E.-The Bible, o r anciently called the" Book of the Law." 
was a lways one of the A"rmt lig-hts of Masonry, and no lodge can be regula rly 
opened witbout it is present. By the usages and principles of our Order, be 
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who does not believe in and acknowledge that .trrMt l~Efht, as the rule and 
guide of his conduct, ought not to be received into our Order. 

ON RESTORATION OF SVSI'£NnED M .EMB&R.- A member of a lodge, who 
has been indefinitely suspended on account of gross unmasonic condnct, should 
no t be admitted a member or restored to membership witliout an unanimous 
vote of the lodge. 

ON OP.ENtNr: Lonr.P..-The W. Master has the undoubted right to open a 
lodge of Master Masons, without first opening on either of the preceding 
degrees. The opening of an E. A. or F. C. need only be for the pnrpose of 

' work or instruction in those degrees. 

ON THE AtJVI\NCtNG 0 1' CI\NlJIDATES FROM ANOTHER } URISOICTtON.-An 
1::. A. or F. Craft, so made in a foreign jurisdic tion, and coming and taking up 
his residence in the jurisdiction of another lodge, is subject to that jurisdic­
tion. lithe lodge is fully 5atisfied that he is worthy and entitled to advance­
ment, they may so advance him. 

ON Ttu:: PREvrous QuESTION.-The calling for the previous question to 
terminate debate, is unknown to Masonry. The W. Master has the power, 
and it is his duty, in the exercise of his own disc retion. to terminate the debate 
when he pleases. This is done according to ancient and regular masonic 

. usage, by the Master lising from his chair, when all further discussion or de­
bate must cease. 

ON THE Dli'I'IES ut· M. M. AND LOOCES TO Wruows, &c.-The obliga· 
tions of Master Masons and their lodge.'> are common to all equally, in refer­
ence to the widows and orphans of deceased worthy masons. They are not 
limited to 6xed boundaries. Wherever the poor, destitute or helpless widow 
or orphan of a deceased worthy Brother is found, there the relief shouJd be 
provided by the Fraternity. There is no usage or regulation hy which, like 
our State J>oor Laws, the destitute are to be traced back to a former settle­
ment or residence. Each lodge o r ~1aster Mason will administer relief to true 
object~< of masonic charity, where and when they may be found to exi~t. 

ON TRIAL OF ME~III f:I!.S IN LollGES tiNDER DISf'ENSATIQN. - A lodge 
acting under dispensation has the right, as it is its duty, to try its tr.vllmt:mb~rs, 
being within its own jurisdiction, for unmasonic conduct. 

ON KIGHTS nF Lunnf:s U. D.- The persons named in the petilion as offi­
cer!< and members, are, by the warrant of Dispenl!ation. the only ones author· 
ized to assemble, as a lodge, and tran,;act the business of a lodge. Th~y only 
are responsible to the<.: rand Lodge. They may make. initiate, fllu and mise. 
Other Master Mason~ applying, should not be received, except by a unani­
mous vote, or hallot. .But when so received, I think they also should be per­
mitted, more by courtesy and fo r the good of the Order, than by s trict right, 
to ballot upon all after applications for initiations. 

ON I.F.CTURF-; IN ,l.uocs RooMs.-The Lectures in a subordinate lodge 
enjoined by the Grand Lodge, were intended, and should have relation to 
Masonry, and her sciences and teachings- her history. her origin, her tenets 
and principles-as truth. temperance, jut;tice, fortiLude, charity. relief, friend ­
shit>· morality. ll er emhlems, her obligation~. all the sciences taught in the 
F. C. degree- music, astronomy, &c., at the option of the Lecturer from time 
to time, to the end th~t tnal!ons should become more and more informed and 
edified, and that the lodge room ~hould become more and more au ractive. 

POWERS OF MASTKRS /\NO Of !.OOGES.- Queslion. "Can a lodge, by a 
majority vote, rule the Master of a lodge out of his chair?" 

A ns. They cannot. 
Ques. " When such a motion is made, has not the Master a right to rule 

• 



Proceedings of the (May , 

it out of order?. Is he bound to give his authority for ~o doing, and can an 
appeal be taken ? 

Ans. Such a motion should not be made; and if made, should be pro· 
nounced out of o rder; and no appeal lies in any case. 

Q ues. "If aM: M. makes application for membership to a lodge, and is 
rejected, can the lodge, by a majority vote, invite such rejected mason to at· 
tend the meetings of the lodge for all time to come, free from the payment of 
dues?" 

Ans. No st ranger should be admitted as a member without the unanimous 
vote of the regular members prrsent; nor will a Master admit a visitor, if ob· 
jections are made by regular members. 

Ques. "Ilas a lodge the right to remit the dues of a member for good 
reason shown ? " 

Ans. A lodge bas such a right. 
Ques. "If a subordinate officer of a lodge shall neglect or refuse to per· 

form an official duty, acknowledged as such, is it competent in the lodge to 
remove him, and fill the vacancy by election, or appointment by the W . M. 
pro l<'m.?" 

Ans. When a subordinate officer refuses to do his duty, he should be ad· 
monished by the Master, and if necessary·be dealt with for unmasonic con· 
duct. And if the regular business of the lodge cannot progress by reason of 
the neglect or refusal, theW. !\·laster should appoint another pro ' ""'· No 
new election can take place until the regular time. 

ON \VoRK I N LoncEs.-ln answer to your question,-" Ha.~ any brother 
anything to offer, &c., is the abo·.-e part of the ceremony or work ? ''-I re· 
mark, that it is. strictly speaking, nei ther. It is a question alway~> in the di~· 
cretion of the Ma.qte r ; and I would advise it never to l>e omitted. unless in 
some extreme ca.~es, or for undonbted good rea~ons. kno\m and inAuencing 
the Master's mind. It is a very ~ou rteous. useful and proper inquiry. 

ON EXPEI.l.EIJ MRM BERS l(E~U~IINl: MEMHt:RSIIH', ANU ON l)UF.S.-After 
a member has been expelled from his lodge. he cannot l>e oecei\·ed again into 
memhership, except by a unanimous vote, and in the USII:l l mode required for 
membetship. 

It is an error to suppose that a persistence in not paying dues to a lodge in· 
voh·es no moral delinquency. Such a knowing delinquency becomes a wilful 
violation of the by-laws. ReAect upon the kind of obligation each member is 
under not only to obey but to maintain and support the by-laws of his lodge. 
Good members may unintentionally and innocently forget the time and conse· 
quently the payment of their due;.; but when known to them, especially when 
notified of them, a persistence in not paying them is, as before observed. a wil· 
ful violation of the by·laws. Those members who are worthy and yet poor, 
perhaps penniless, and unable though willing to pay their dues, shonld. as such 
worthy members, make their case known, with their de.~ire not to violate the 
by·laws, when doubtless the lodge would appropriate re lie f. 

Qnes. When the Master of a lodge is re-elected. is it necessary that he 
should be re-installed? If so, who should install him ? 

Ans. VtlS, any J>ast Master can do it. 
Ques. When a brother Muster Ma.qon profanes the name of Ueity, is it 

the duty of a brother hearing him to prefer a charge against him in his lodge? 
Ans. Ve.'!, if on being remonstrated with, he does not agree to reform. 

Ques. A Fellow C raft wishes to be advanced; a Master Ma .. on. member 
of a neighboring lodge, protests againsl such advancement. W ould it be law· 
ful to advance said Fellow Craft under such circumstances? 

Ans. It would be s trictly speaking. lawful; bur a just respect to the mem· 
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ber making the objection, would induce the Master to delay conferring the 
degree until after thorough investigation. 

Ques. Are the children of a Master Mason deceMed, when past their mi­
no rity, to be considered orphan~. entitled to charitable support from the fra­
ternity? 

Ans. No; nor within their minority, if able to support themselves, or hav­
ing provision for support without a call upon the Fraternity. 

Q ues. If a lodge meet and open, and having traMacted business, close to 
stand clo~ed until the next regl•lar communication unless especially convened, 
and afterwards on the ~arne evening a lodge be opened, is the lodge last 
opened a regular or special communication? 

Ans. It is a special communication. 

Ques. Does tbe conferring of degrees in a lodge constitute the individual 
on whom they are conferred a memuer of said lodge, or is something more 
necessary? And if so, what? 

Ans. 'He is made thereby a member of the Fraternity, but not a member, 
ipro jnclo, of the lodge entering, crafting and raising him. II is siguing the 
by-•aws of the lodge where made, is necessary for membership in the lodge 
when so made. 

Ques. When ballot has been taken at a regular communication, can the 
candidate be initiated at a special communication? 

Ans. Yes. 

Ques. fn a lodge of Master Masons, whilst the Craft are at refreshment, 
and a Brother has obtained permission from the Junior Warden to retire. has 
theW. Master the ri~ltt or po-&u to prevent the Brother from retiring? 

Ans. He has. 

Ques. Is the degree of Past Master conferred in a chapter, the Past Mas­
ter's degree meant, that a Master of a lodge shall have, to qualify him to 
preside. . 

Ans. Yes. The lodge of T'ast Master.:;, in a chapter, confers the ~ame 
degrt<C, and for like puq>oses and powers, with that conferred hy a Conven­
tion of Past Masters. 

<lues. 1f a person is tried by the lodge of which he is a tnernher, and ac­
quitted, can the complainant appeal ? 

An~. Yes. 
Ques. In case of a Warden removing out of the jtuisdiction o f th P. lodge, 

and a Warden pro t~m. being appointed---<an the pro L~tm . Warden so appointed 
be thereby a member of the Grand Lodge, or give his proxy? 

A ns. H e wo uld lte hut the proxy of the elected Warden: a nd a proxy 
cannot appoint another proxy. · 

Ques. If a brother be suspended for non-payment of does, does a payment 
of arrearages re-instate him, or is a unanimous vote of the lodge necessary? 

Ans. If the suspension by its terms be," until dues are paid," the payment 
i.~ compliance with the judgment, and no vote is necessary; but if suspended 
indefinitely, although non-payment of dues was the main cause, yet an unani· 
mous vote is necessary to restoration. 

Ques. Where lodge~ bold concurrent jurisdiction, can one of such lodges 
confer a degree on a candidate, who has received one or more degree.~. and 
been rejected in the other? 

A ns. It behooves ~::very lodge to finish whatever work it may commence; 
and another lodge may not with propriety undertake any unfinished work of 
another, while the applicant is remaining in the jurisdiction as named. 

Ques. Can any such lodge as above, 1eceive and act upon a petition fro m 
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an individual who has been r"jected by anothe1 lodge of the same jurisdiction~ 
Ans. Clearly not. 

Ques. A member of a lodge asks for a demit, which is voted him, but of 
which he does not avail himself: is he still a member of said lodge? 

Ans. Yes. 
Ques. Can a lodge be opened and degrees conferred in the absence of the 

Master and Wardens, if a Past Master be present and presiding? 
A ns. If Master and Wardens are all absent, there is no proper officer pres· 

ent to open lodge. 
Ques. Can a Master or Warden be demitted from a lodge during his term 

of office? 
Ans. Cases may arise in which it would be proper-as in case of those de· 

siring to remove to a foreign country. 

Ques. Is a Master Mason, nota member, eligible to the office of W. Master 
or Warden, in a blue lodge? 

Ans. No. 

Que~. Is the public rennnciation of Masonry a mJ!icimt cause for preferring 
charges for unmasonic conduct? 

Ans. Yes. 
Ques. Does the resolution (passed to-day,) condemning the so-called "side 

degrees," include the" Secret Monitor,"" Knis:hts of Constantine," &c., usually 
conferred by blue lodges? 

Ans. Yes. 
Ques. When a candidate ha.~ been balloted for and elected to receive the 

first degree of Masonry, but before the degree is conferred, objection is made, 
does not such objection come too late? 

Ans. No. 
Ques. Is it in accordance with correct ma.~onic usage and the regulations 

of this Grand Lodge, to initiate or craft more than one candidate at one time? 
Ans. It is-but my individual recommendation is , to exercise su.:h right 

with mnch caution. 

MASONIC S\'MIIOLS- THEIR MORAl. US)::S. 

It is g ratifying to find increasing attention to the emblems of Masonry, and 

s till more to feel assured that their moral forcl' is more and more appreciated. 

The desire for uniformity so widely evinced, we conceive to be closely con­

nected \\~th the higher a.~pirations felt for the soul ·stirring truths linked with 

these emblems. Let this uniformity he secured, so that all may feel assured 

that they have the right use of the signs and symbols, and that there lq bar· _ 

mony in the use of these-and their educational force will be great ly in­

creased. vVc h::1ve reason therefore to rejoice in the degree of harmony now 

felt in the highe r moral teachings of M::~sonry, even without entire unifo rm· 

ity in the work. ft is also matter of joy, that masonic mnnuals are more ex­

tensively sought for, and studied with increa.~ing interest. In a previous re· 

port, the committee introduced to the notice of this Grand Lodge, one pre· 

pared in Virginia. It gives us pleasure to notice at this time, a recent -work­

MACOY'S MASONIC MANUAL- of convenient pocket siz~. wbich the young 
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mason can p rofi tably make his Vade ilifecum. It is prepared with unusual 

taste and skill. The emblems are very beautiful, and the careful s tudy of its 

pages cannot fail to yield pleasant fruit<;. The more carefully the young 

mason ~tudies the~ie emblems, and engraves upon his heart their moral uses, 
the mo te will he love the Insti tution, and profit by its discipline. 

SCI EN'l'lf' IC MORAL LECTURES I N MASON I C LODGES. 

Ou r brethren will be interested in the decision of Grand Maste r Hubbard, 

of Ohio, in relation to lectures. "The lectures in a subordinate lodge, en­

joined by the Grand Lodge, were intended, and should have relation to 
Masonry, and he r science and teachings, her history, her origin, ~e r tenets 

and principles- as Truth, T emperance, justice, Fortitude, Charity, R elief, 

Friendship, Morality. H er emblems, her obligations, all the sciences taught 

in the Fellow C raft's degree-Music, Astronomy, &c.,-at the option of the 

Lecturer, from time to time ; to the end that masons should become more and 

more informed and edified and that the lodge room should become more and 

more attractive." This is sound doctrine, well s tated; and no one feature of 

the condition of our O rder in this count ry, a t the present time, is more de· 

lightful than the hearty response, which high-toned motal sentiments, uttered 

by the Masters o f the Masonic Art, find in the Grand and S ubordinate Lodge<, 

of the several s tates. The following passage from the closing address of 
Chancellor Walworth, theM. W. G rand Master of the G rand Lodge of New 

York, is hailed with delight in va rious G rand Lodges, whose reports have 

been n1ade s ince it was published:-

" Let me also impress upon every officer ~nd member of this Grand Lodge, 
and upon every mason who loves our ln ~t itution, the duty of being c ircum· 
spect in all his words and artions, and of .di~cou ntenancing immoralities in 
others , as well as o f keeping his own white apron untarni~hed by a s ingle 
sta in. It was written by the pen of inspiration, under the dictation of the un· 
e rring wi~dom of the Most High, that \'irtue e Nalteth a nation. And it is 
equally true that vice or immotality unrestrained, is not only a reproach to 
any community or any inst itution where it is allowed to exist, but it will sooner 
or late r enti rely destroy the peace and happiness o f tha t community, o r that 
institution. Let us, therefore, endeavor so to conduct ourselves, not only in 
our in tercourse with each other as brethren. but also in all our dealings with 
othe rs, who do not belong to the fraternity, as not to bring discredit upon 
ourselves, or upon the in•titntions of Masonry to which we belong. 

" Recollect, my brethren, the parting declaration of that illustrious brother, 
who was fir~t in wa r, first in peace, and who should always be fir'lt in the rec­
ollection of every true mason ; that •-digion ami m orality are the indispcu sreble 
supports tl[ all thou di.rpositions tllld lwbits which lead to .prosjcrity. 

"One of the most distinguished of our Grand Masters who eve r occupied 
the Oriental chair, who has long s ince taken his departure for the Grand 
Lodge above, has also said that the insufficiency of human laws fo r their in· 
tended objects was palpable from the daily operations of society and the accu­
mulated experiences of ages; that the efficacy of the law of public opinion 
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'wa'! also limited, and had a ll the imperfections attached to humanity; but 
that the sanctions of Divine law supplied all these deficie11cie~. covered the 
whole area of human action, reached every case, punished every. sin and rec· 
.ompensed every virtue. lts rewards and its punishments are also graduated 
with perfect justice; and its appeals to the hopes and fears of man a re of the 
most potent character and transcendent influence. 

"In view of these important facts, permit me, my brethren, to remind you 
that this divine law is only foulld in the Bible, that great light of Masonry. 
which we are all taught to study and revere. And let me recommend to you 
what the leamed and pure-minded Sir Matthew Hale recommended to his 
children-to read seriously and reverently every day a portion of the sacred 
~criptures, and make yourselves acquainted with the history and the doc· 
trines thereof. 

"lt is in the Ilible alone that the mason is fully instructed in all the great 
duties which he owes to his brethren and his fellow-men, as well as in those 
duties which he owes to himself and to his Maker, the Great Architect of the 
Univers~ and the Grand Master of that Celestial Lodge above, in which every 
true mason hopes, at a future day, to hold au unquestioned seat. The Bible 
instructs us in that general civilization which consists in subduing and con· 
trolling the passions, in cultivating the social virtues, and in regarding the 
rights of other'! as commensurate with our own. Nowhere else do we find 
that great precept of true charity and benevolence, to do unto others as we 
would that they should do unto us in like circumstances, urged upon our at· 
tention as an absolute and binding duty. 

"By a careful and diligent study of the Scriptures, the statesman, the scholar, 
and the mason, as well as the Christian, will find himself a much wiser, if not 
a much better man. J hope and trust, therefore, that this great light of 
Masonry, which exceeds all other books in the weight of its authority, and in 
the extent of its usefulness; which h;1s successfully withstood the gross sar· 
cal\ms of a Paine, and the more refined wit' of a Voltaire, as well as the sep· 
a rate and the combined attacks of a host of others. many of whom probably 
have but seldom examined its inspired pages, will not only be found in every 
lodge. where its presence is always indispensable, but that it will al~o be found 
and studied at the social fireside of every member of the Fraternity, and that 
each and every one of us, and every true mason, may thereby, with the assist­
ance of Divine grace, be made wise unto salvation." 

It may be gratifying to know, that the highest approbation has been be­

stowed by our sister Grand Lodges on those portions of our reports that deal 

most earnestiy with man's spiritual nature and necessities. The Grand Lodge 
of New Hampshire copy entire (some six pages) that portion of our report for 

tl!jJ, which discusses" the relalimr.r if Ft·~.·cmnsollry to 1/tr. moral t111d n·l(l{ious 

ele111cnl in Mau, and its ajjiuity for the Ndig'itms if lite PVodd." In their intro­

d(lction to it, they say-" There are various other matters agitated and dis­
cussed by different Grand Lodges, and alluded to in the able and elaborate 

reports of their committees; most of which, we believe, have hitherto received 

the attention of this Grand Lodge, and to which we \\~II not now ad"ert. We 
cannot, however, close this report, without making an extract from an able and 

lucid repoo't of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence of the Grand Lodge 

of Maine, upon a subject intimately connected with Freemasonry. It was our 
desire to abbreviate the remarks of the committee on this subject ; but the 

whole being so connected, so fit to be read, and pondered upon, both by the 
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friend and the foe to our Order, we hope to be excused for giving the remarks 

of the committee entire." 

The Committee of Correspondence of the Grand Lodge of Connecticut, in 

reviewing our proceedings for 1853• say:-

"The repol"t of the Committee on Foreign Corre~pondencc, • • • • 
like its predecessors from the ~a me source. is a beautiful production, emanating · 
from the heart of a pure minded, Christian mason. After alluding briefly to 
several matters which have been under discussion in various quarters, a few 
pages are devoted to the consideration of 'the relations of Freemasonry to 
the moral and religious elemem in Man, and its affinity for the l{eligions of 
the '..V orld.' Believing that the views are of equal interest and importance 
elsewl.ere as in Maine, we have ventured to copy them i1t extm.ro." 

The Report of the Grand Lodge of New York also pays us a high compli­

ment while publishing a synopsis of the same subject; similar responses come 

to us from most of the Grand Lodges that have receil•ed our reports. showing 

thus a lively and growing interest in the moral and religious affinities of Free­

masonry. The high moral duties inculcated in our rituals. are appealing with 

increasing earnestness to the necessities and convictions of the Urethren i1~ 

nearly all of the lodges in the several States. The study of first principles, 

encouraged in the lodgeR, is exerting in this way a great amount of healthful 

influence, and encourages a liberal policy in the Grand Lodges. in this depart­

ment of ma.~onic duty. One of the Grand Lodges appropriates five hundred 

dollars to sustain the Grand Chaplain in visiting the !lubordinate lodges, and 
lecturing on Moral Out~, as in culcat~d in our ritual!\. Such an expenditure, 

especially in those States where there is a limited ~upply of religiou~ instruc· 

tion, may be a source of great pro6t. It i~ a subject worthy of consideration. 

in this and every Grand Lodge. whether a similar arrangement is not practi· 

cable and desirable. Is it not of as much importance to have unifo rmity of 

wo1k-and square work, in the mo1:ol duties of life. as in the signs and sym­

bois which teach them? May not both be most successfully promoted by one 

instrumentality? If Grand Lecturers a re employed to secure accuracy and 

unifo1mity of work, ought it not to be a requisite that th~y shall be able to 
inculcate and exemplify the moral excellences of the Order as fully as its 

symbols. 

MASONI C \'EAR BOOK. 

In the ReJ>Ort to the Grand Chapter, your committee have made a sugges­

tion in relation to a Ye:or Book, o r Ma~onic Annual, which they would refer 

to in this place. The correspondence of each year presents us with a mass of 

rich materials for such a volume: which, if s killfully selected, and published 

in attractive style, we doubt not would sell in sufficient numbers to defray the 

expens~; of publication. May i.t not be worth an effort, by co-operaiion with 

the Grand Chapter, to ~ttCure the publication of a Maine Masonic Annual, or 
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Year Book, selecrecf from the riche!~t gems or thought in the Correspondence 

and Masonic Addresses that come to us, as in the file o f correspondence now 
before us? 

CORRitSI'ONO EN CF. WITH FOREIGN GRAND LOI!GF.S. 

ln the corrcspon(:lence of this year, there is evidence of increasing desire for 

communication with the Grand Lodges of · foreign countries. Heretofore,' 

New York is almost the only State that has e xhibited evidence o f extensive 

correspondence with foreign Grand Lodges. a nd in that State a d e.,ire is ex­

pressed for more •egularity and certain ty of communication. O ther States 

are manifesting the same desire, and with good reason. This, as will be rec­

ollected, has been one of the cherished reasons with your committee for the 

formation of a General Grand Lodge, which might correspond with all the 

Grand Lodges of the world, and communicate results to all the State Grand 

Lodges. As this cannot be at present, your committee suggest that a Corre­

sponding Secretary be authorized to OJ>en a correspondence with all the Grand 

Lodges of foreign lands; or, if thought preferable, with such as in consulta­

tion \lith the Grand Master it may be cons idered advisable to correspond 

\\'ith, forwarding a file of our Reports , and requesting theirs in return. Fra­

ternal sympathies may thus be extended, and a happy interc hange of national 

courtesies, thus secured, might exel't a potent influence, fa,•orable to the peace. 
and fraternity of the nations. 

~'Ali.U RE o~· GRAND 1.01>(;£ CORRESPONOENCF.. 

Your committee regret freque nt failures in the transmi.•~ion and recejpt of 

Grand Lodge Reports. Several are wanting to complete our file!~ this year, 

and we notice in several of those received, that ours have fail ed to reac h othel' 

Grand Lodges. The committee recomme nd a strict adherence to the rule 

adopted, requiring the Grand Secretary to send two copie.~. mailed a fe w days 

apart, to each <;rand Lodge; and in additio n 10 this, that the (; mnd Secretary 

be requested to write to the Grand Secretary of eac h Grand Lodge, whose 

Repo rt has failed to reach this office. notifying of th is failu re, and re<Juesting 

a copy sent, that it may be here in sea!<on for our Annual Report. 

Another suggestion is. that our own report be printed and fo rwarded with 

the least possible d elay after our communica tion. The re is reason to fear, 

that the delay last year has been one cause of in-egularity in o ur corres pond­

ence, and that those Grand Lodges which meet in the Autumn and early 

Winter, failed of receiving our Report early enough to notice it in theirs. 

Whatever may bave been the causes o f delay, it is hoped they may not again 
occur. 
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MASON IC STATI~TJ CS. 

A prai~ewollhy effo rt is now in progress to secute accurate s tatis tica l tables. 

~loowing the condition and progress of C raft Masonry throughout the country. 

New Hampshire and some of th t: other s tates have prepared table$, so fa r as 

they were allle from the repor ts a t band ; and it is recommended tha t this 

cou rse lle adopted in all the ~ta t cs. Though the><e tables at fir s t may be vety 
imperfec t, fo r want of full return~, there seems to be no better mode of reach­

ing accuracy, than through this process. Let each C rand Lodge pu bli~h yt:arly 

au alphaheticallist of the !:it ate Grand Lodge!', giving the times and places of 

annual meetings- the number of memlle rs- additions. demits and expuls ions 

-;md t<~ke care to correct th is with each new report, as it come$ to hand. A 

good degree of accuracy will thus he secured in a little time, and then it will 

be but little labor to mark and record the yeatly progress of eacb s tate. 

~: t>ll t'A TIO N. 

Une of the delightful features of the masonic Ins titution, which we trace 

foo m year to year with growing inte rest, is the progress manifested in the 

cause of education. Jn our own New England atmosphere of Free Schoois, 

where the doo r~ of the school·house arc so freely opened to the poor and the 

oich alike, Wll can lmrdly appreciate the zeal and effo rts of our W este rn broth· 

eos in the caw;e of education ; and especially have we failed to see the neces­

sity of building ,Jfa.roni c Colleges and Seminaries. It is g ratifying now to find 

no abatement of zeal in the masonic fraternity. That zeal which has been so 
devoted and praiseworthy in providing for the education of th~ poor and the 

o rphans of the masonic frate rnity, now seems to be flowing into the broader 

and deeper current of feeling in behalf of univer~al education. This is right. 

Freemasonry should not foste r the narrow. the St'lfish and exclusive policy of 

the empty vine that bringeth forth fru it unto itself. While providing for her 

own household, and redeeming every social and fraternal pledge, let us C\'er 

•.:member that h1 becoming masons we cease not to be men and c itizens, and 

that ·• charity to <~11 mankind" should never be c rippled, but rather enlarged by 

a ll the discipline we acquire in a iding a distressed brother, his widow and 

orphans. It is "ith delight, therefore, that we witness this new phase of 

masonic zeal, and bid it Cod speed riB sys tems of free and universal education 
shnll be as broad a.~ the area of Fr·eemasonry can be. 

We ha,·e never felt that th t:re was occasion to build up masonic schools 

and co11eges here in Maine, o r in New England. but we do feel, and have long 

felt. tba t Freemasonry has an important mission to ful fi l in the cause of univer­

sal education. We llelieve the time has come to give expression to this feel· 

. ing in an earnest :md definite form. We have heretofore urged the practical 

duties of our order in a variety of forms, and tbe mission its principles are to 
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fulfil in various directions. The generous response to those views, not only 

in this body and its subordinates, but throughout the country, encourage~ a 

free st.rternent of our views of the 

OBJF.CTS ANO AIMS OF GENERAl. ROVC.\TI ON. 

When a philosopher of the olden time was asked · what, in his opinion, it 

was most important for boy~ to learn , his answer was, " I wobld have them 

learn what they will need to practice, being tnen." This an~we r is very good 

as far as it goes; but another question lies close by this, which might have 

pul7led the philosopher. It is, whaJ will IIIey 11ud lo practice, bd111: mm l 

We shall not well or wisely plan, or execute plans for generaieducation, un­

less we have jus t views of the objects and aims of human life. While satisfied 

with the indulgence and supply of mere animal propensities and necessities, 

while we live by the maxim" let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we die," we 

shall utterly fail of apptehending the dignity of man'"' na ture and the laws 

of his development. We shall err exceedingly if we conceive of education as 

limited to the years of childhood and youth, or restricted to the school room. 

We mistake if we regard it as only the acquisition of knowledge, howe\'er 

varied or extensive. W e shall fail of ou r object, if we measure its claims only 
by the narrow boundaries, or the transient and fluctuating interests of thi!:l 

life. We shall ne,,er educate ourselves or our children wi~~ly, for the duties 

of mature age and the highest interes ts of thi::s life, until we embrace in our 

views and plans the immortal destinies of the life to come, and train fot an 

eternal manhood. We must put away childish thinb>S in this matter, and em­

brace manly views of human life and necessities as the basis of all our plan>~, 

and the inspiring motives of all our endeavors. 

"We are fearfulli and wonderfully made," combining the material and the 
spiritual, the finite and the infinite, the mortal and the immortal; the help· 

lessness of feeble infancy with energies almost omnipotent and capable of 

everlasting progress. lt is the work of education to train this complex being, 

and develop in beautiful proportions and harmony all these varied element!:!, 

and fit each human being as a polished stone in the temple of humanity, so 

that it shall stand the trials in the day of fire that is to try every man's work ; 

and may be found worthy of a place in that temple in the heavens not mad.: 
with hands, but where every living s tone m11!:1t have been fitted for the builder's 

usc in it>1 uativequarry of earth . 

Education is not the pouring in of ideas or the contents of books into the 

delicate, sensitive brain of childhood, or the rough, stupid, self-conceito:d 

cranium of untutored manhood. It i~ r<1ther the drawing out and develop­

ing with a vigorous growth, all the elements and energies whic.:h without edu· 

cation will slumber and s tagnate in brutish s tupidity. 
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It is a first principle that every power and capaci ty of man's natn re is made 

fo1 exercise. txpanl;ion, u~e; and that the all·wise Creator has fram ed a uni. 

vc1se and set it in perpetual •notion to stimulate human energies and give 

them everlasting motives in acti\•ity and p•ogres~. 
ll e has given us necessities and aspirations, hunge•ings and thirstings, that 

can l>e satisfied only by this process of development, and by the results which 

can be reached in no other way. 
lien: is the human body instinct with vigorous life, and thi~ life is all the 

while consuming the body, and demanding ceaseless efforts of human labor 

and skill to repair its waste and rescue it from premature decay. We must 

feed and clothe and shelter it ; give it light and air, and exercise and rest, or 

~uffer stern penalties of violated law that shall not lea"e us in doubt of the 

divine displeasure. 
W e must skilfully train the body and educate all its forctS, or it will 1)e in•· 

possit>le to deal justly with the soul. If the soul will not in these days of 

lil(ht regard tne laws and necessi ties of the animal that has undertaken to 

carry it through life's journey. it may expect to meet rebuke more stern and 

terrible than was uttered by the beast which Balaam rode, and sword bearer 

that to us in tnis unhallowed way, will pro,·e the Angel of Death . 

.. The way of transgrcs~ors is bard,'' and we must cease to uansgress the 

laws of our physical nature in supplying the wantll of the soul. While the 

twain continue m partnership they nmst abide by the compact, and notunder­

ta ke to violate or repeal "compromises" sanctioned and established by divine 

legisla tion. 

While the body is at the ~arne time the earthly tabernacle and the active 

instrument, the locomoth•e of the mind, we must take care how we demolish 
it by the hano of violt:nce, or drive it off the track: take care that we con­

sume it neither by rust nor by fire, nor suffer it to be dri,·en by exciting force~, 

beyond the endurance of its machinery. 

Every sinew, muscle and nerve in the human frame, is susceptible of a gen­

crou~ culture and expansion. The brain not less so than the rough material, 

and all the organs of sensation with which we grasp and subdue the elements 

of nature to our ministration, may be so disciplined as to increase our know). 

edge, power and happiness indt:finitely. The power and perfection of all these 
instruments of the mind, depend npon their cultivation, and there is possible 

to man. nO sphere or soil for cultivation, that gives richer rewards for a gen· 

crous culture. ~ This is the labor of life-it is the appropriate sphere of man­

it is the great want of the age-a generous training and right direction of 

human powers-the right training of body and soul in their appropriate rela· 

tions and dependenc". 
We can best view in a two.fold aspect. 

1. The training of the human powers; and 

2. The acqu.isition of knowledge. 
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!. EDUCATIONAl, TRAINING. 

In attempting to ttain the human powers, a high importance must be at ­
lat hed to the development of the physical energies, as a condi1ion of intel­

lectual st rength. Muscular and nervous po"cr will be needed to give force 

and endurance to an active intellect. A firht 11ecessity, i11 eatly life, is to give 
~ uch growth and perfection to 1he uody as shall render it a lit instrument of 

mental power. The o rgans of sensation <tnd perception may be so ~:ultivated. 

as to give greatly increa<;ed power of mental progress; aud become thus the 
more perfect instruments in securing and using knowledge. An active brain 

may consume a frail physical frame, which with proper development might 

sustain a long life of beneficent labor. In early childhood, it is especially im ­

JJC>~tant to give more earnest heed to the growth and maturity of the hody. 

than to the excitement of the mind. Many a fair form is laid low in child. 

hood's grave, because the intellect grew too fa~t for the body. Precocity is a 

fo:al'fuJ symptom of childhood; and premature death may be expected as the 

vcnahy of mental excitement, where a child has intelligence in advance of his 

yca1s. lt is a hazardous experiment to confine the active energies of child­

hood, as is often done, in the c rowded school room. for many weary hours, 

and months, without corresponding hours of relaxation and bodily activity. 

The theory of late broached, that the school room should confine the young but 

one-half the day, may meet with favor, if coupled with some systematic device 

fo r using profitably the othet half, for the generous cultivation of th~ body, 

in productive industry, or profitable amusem~:nts; while it will be difficult to 
convince thoughtful parents of lhe expediency of giving over their Jo,·ed ones 

to the teachings of the street, or the discipline of indolence. 

While mental excitement must not be too early or intense, it i.~ needful that. 
in proper measure and by right tnethodl<, the intellect should be discipline<! , 

and roused to far higher energy and endu ranee than has often been attained. 

With appropriate culture, and a prompt obedience to the Jaws of our being, 

there may safely be experiments and exhiLitions of mental power, that !!hall 

far transco:nd past experience, and give us new views of the soul's capacities 

and destiny. The great di~covery yet to be made is, what may be achieved 

by a human soul, in the right use of all its powers and conditions: or rather, 

what can be achieved by the systematic and skilful training of a community, 

o r a generation. Problems to be solved by the ages. No limits can be 

assigned. 

But to the highest ·training of intellect, there is essential a cor responding 

di~ipline of feelings and affections-. 

If the heart is corrupt-if baleful passions sway the intellect and control its 

knowledge, it were safer that it be uncultivated and unfurnished. Our schools. 

our teachers and our systems must be as earnest in training noble and gener-
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ous sympathies and affections, as in securing intelligence and mental energy. 

We need no more of distor tions; bot we do need more and better models 

of mental harmon)•, where mental power shall be adorned with all the attractive 

charms which blend in a perfect character. The sweet charities of life must 
be cultivated more, if we .. ·ould have more intellectual strength and riper 

I ruits of intelligence. 

Life's daily cares and labors must find a warmer sympathy in our systems 

of education, if we would reap fit harvests from the seed we sow. Education 

must more fully aim at the great objects of common life--must learn to Jove 

its stern lessons. to share its trials, and prepare for its disappointments. Pa­

rental love is sometimes c ruel. in bearing every burden and shielding their 

loved ones from every trial, till lhe sheltering wing is broken, and life's stom1s 

beat heavily, that might have been borne more easily, had paremallove been 

less fatally indulgent. 

Education of the will must find a place in our sysLemij. There is more di· 

versity perhaps in the voluntary nature, than in the intellectual or sentient. 

It is the energy of will that determines individual character, and controls 
essentially both the intellect and the sensibilities. It is in will that the mighty 

energies of good or evil arise, that mould the individual character and sway 

the destinies of the world. Three cardinal necessiti~s centre in the will, which 

must be in harmony as the conditions of its unity an? perfection. Subjection 

to law-freedom-power, activity or executive force. The first is essential to 

the second, and both of these to the third. The harmony and proper balance 

of the three i~ evermore essential to any noble human achievement. , 

There can be no true freedom of will, where there is not self·c9ntrol-a 
~ubjection of the will to the law of rectitude--a submission to what is right. 

Without this, there wi!J be the slavery of passion, appetite, prejudice or ca· 

price. Slavery, or thraldom, of whatever type, must impair the energy of the 

will, and cripple o r misdirect all endeavors. A will prostrated or paralyzed,ls 

the wreck of a soul No manhood is there. The seeming paradox here finds 

solution. The human will must be g<.>verned in order to be free. It must be 

~o governed as not to cripple its energy or annihilate its freedom. Its sub­

mission mu~t be voluntary and cheerful, in order that its freedom shall be 

!Spontaneous and its power elastic and enduring. In such freedom and sub· 
jecuon the soul shall find the secret of its power. 

Two things are essential to the results here claimed. The education of con· 

science, and the development of reverence, or the necessity for worship. T he 

human soul is endowed with a moral as really as a natural sense. lt has 

power to perceive and feel the relations of right aud wrong as certainly as 

those of cause and effecL, or of beauty and deformity. There is the capacity 

for feelings of duty and ob~igation as certainly as any emotions of pleasure 

or pain. 

5 
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The soul has also capacities and necessities for worship. The principle of 

reverence is as innate in man, as that of desire, or fear, or hope, in any form. 

Yet both these elements must be trained, or educated, as really as any others. 

There are no faculties in our nature that more imperatively demand a gener­

ons culturP.. A conscience void of offence towards God and towards man, 

may be regarded as the highest style o[ man, when coupled with that rever­

ence for God and generous sympathy with humanity, which spiritual worship 

is calculated to inspire. 
But these elements of character are not the fruits of neglect, or the offspring 

of chance. They are secnred only by earnest endeavor, in methods of divine 

appointment. Youthful energies must be trained in the way they should go. or 

adverse influences will sway them in the way they should not go; and we shall 

find occasion for all the zeal that ou r acknowledged principles can awaken. 

and the ''~sdom from above, which we are taught to seek for before our cher­

ished altars. It is for this reason that may rejoice, thank God and take 

courage, as we find the hearts of the fathers turned to the children, in the 

various jurisdictions of Freemasonry. This hopeful indication supplies en­

couraging motives to search out and apply the appropriate aims and methods 

of human training. We notice 

1!. THE KNOWLEDGt: NECESS.AB.Y IN OUR SYSTEMS 01' GENERAL EDUCATION. 

1. Every human being needs a knowledge of some hones t, usef11l employ· 

ment-some department of productive industry, by which to supply the means 

of support and of education. T his should be regarded as fundamental, whatever 

means may be possessed, independently of one's own capacity or exertions. 

Both the physical and mental powers can be better trained by employing a 

fair proportion of time in useful labor, than without it. Moral training ·also 

requires the discipline of labor, as an essential method of developing the 

noblest fruits. Universal education necessarily involves the idea of universal 

industrial capacity. Tbe laws of health, intelligence and morals, require that 

man should eat not the bread of idleness, but in the sweat of honest toil, 

the bread of useful industry. The blessings of education and knowledge can· 

not be universally diffused, till the virtues of intelligent, useful lahor are more 
nearly so. 

2. TJ-IE SCIRNCES CONNEC1'ED Wf"l'~l INDUSTRIAl, EMPLOYMENTS. 1f 
labor is to be universally honored, and successfully pursued, the laws of ma­

terial substances employed in the arts must be known and read of all men. 

How different the sphere and the motives of the laborer who reads the Jaws of 

matter unfolding around him, from darkness o£ 'him to. whom they are a 

sealed page, or a perplexing enigma. The progress of science and art must 

be accelerated by a closer union. Science with generous sympathy must cheer 
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the laborer and beg~lile his weariness, or give him increasing vigor to strike off 

the fetters and trammels imposed by ignorance and prejudice. Let scientific 

men be better 5killed in the application of science to the useful arts, and let 

artizans be better skilled in penetrating the mysteries of scienct', and then 

would he tbat sowetl1 and he that reapeth, rejoice together in a better harvest 

in all departments of industry than rewards tbe laborer now, and the highway 
of universal education be thronged with a rdent disciples. 

J· A KNU\Vl.EDGE UF LANGUAGE. Language is the medium of thought 
-the instrument of its power. Every soul needs it in such perfection as to 

give free utterance to its highest thought in all its Wisdom, Strength and 
J3eauty-in sucb perfection as t<! grasp the loftiest thoughts of other minds, 

whether addressed to the ear or the eye. We need such use of knowledge as 

shall enable us to dissect and analyze the subtlest forms of speech, and lay 

bare the real sentiment, whatever be its intricacies or disguises. What error 

and delusion afflict our race in aJI the departments of science- in all human rela­

tions from defective or deceptive use of language ! How much of human ef­
fort is lost, both by the learner and the teacher, in acquiring and using kn.owl­

edge, by imperfections of language and its use I How much of controversy 

and bitter alienation results from defective ~r mischievous uses of language ! 

his time that we learn its use, and wield its power more wisely. We cannot 

afford the loss and waste arising from its wide spread abuse. All minds need 

its better use in all the relations and pursuits of life . 

.j. KNOWLEDGE 0 1' NUMIJERS AND MATHEMATICAL DEMONSTRATION. 

We need a knowledge of what are called
1
the exact sciences, not only for their 

practicaJ applications in the arts and employments where their use is indispen­

sable, but as the means of intellectual strength in wrestling with the difficultits 

of all knowledge. The mind gains power by mathemati<.:al reasoning, as cer­

tainly as the body by muscular exertion. It acquires thus, also, exach\ess 
and the habit of patient endurance and application. Arithmetic, Algebra and 

Geometry, are the gymnastic exercises for training the soul to wrestle with 

principalities and powers of error, ignorance and evil, in defence of truth and 
right and humanity. 

5· KNOWLEDGE UF THE BEAUTIFUL IN NATURE ANU AR'l', Herein is 

a plea for the neglected capacity for drawing, painting, engraving and sculp· 
ture-a]so for poety and music. It is not merely ·that these arts may increase 

and multiply methods of securing bread. It is because the soul is made with 

capacities which can only be developed by these arts, and has in its reach, 

sources of bliss whicb can be laid boJd of only in this way. I t is because the 
Father of our spirits has inspired them with life which can only grow to ma­

tu rity by the perception and enjoyment of beauty, and filled all his wide crea­

tion with a profusion of beauty which can be fully realized only by an eye 

trained and practiced by these arts. B ut the eye cannot be trained to the 
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highest perceptions of beauty without the aid of the hand. Orawing and 

painting. and the kindred arts, are therefore among the good girt>< of God, 10 

be received with thankfulness, and employed for the soul's training. They 

should enter freely into our systems of ,lleneraltducation. They may be used 

with great power in aiding other faculties in the pursuit of all knowledge. So , 

of Poet ry and Music: they afford a discipline for the heart and the social 

sympathie~. which may justly claim for th t m re~pectfn l treatment. 

6. GEOCRA t' ltV /\Nil ASTRONO MY . We name these together, as they are 
but the two wings of one science. The science of the Earth, which we call 

Geography, is as much a part of Ast ronomy as the science of Venus, Jupiter, 

o r Saturn. The s tudy of this earth, in its geography and measurement, is bnt 
the remo\·al of the rubbish, and preparing the footstool of the ladder by which 

we climb to the heavens. for the measurement of the s tars and suns that blaze 

and sparkle through the universe. W e are obliged to consult the s tars, so to 

speak, rest the top of our ladder upon the visible heavens, to measure the 

earth at all, or to fi nd out its locality, and its s implest laws of motion. The 

study of the one is involved in that of the other, and we must read in both the 

lessons of the Great Teacher, if we would not go blindfold to perdition. T he 

study of the heavens is as necessary to the education of the soul as the light 
that flows from them is to the unfolding of vi~ion, and the power of acquiring 

knowledge by the use of tbe eye--necessary as the air we breathe to the vital 

energy that renders sensation, perception, thought and reason poss ible to us. 

The study of both is necelisary to call into play a ll o ther knowledge, as 

these are our first teachers- giving the first impulse to the soul, which has 

the earth as a foundation, and the cloudy canopy or starry decked heavens for 

a covering to its infant habitation. Thes«: hea\'ens and this eaath have one 

g reat law of motion and attraction ; and the study of both should mak.e us 

familiar with the divine laws of the Great Architect, so that we shall be pre­

pared to approach nearer to his unclouded brightness, and feel nt home amid 

the dazzling splendors ot his throne. 

7· KNOWUW<a~ 01' Ltn:, ITS LAWS /\NO LESSO!'IS. Life is the great Jaw 

of creation. Seemingly its motive power. Uncreated life and intelligence 

seem instinct with creath·e energy, finding no a est. rill a woald of dependent 

life and intelligence is in the full tide of activity. prepared hy its week of labor 

to enjoy a Sabbath rest. If the Earth, in it~ huge dimensions, its lo ft y moun­

tuins, its rolling oceans, its fl o\,;ng atmosphere, its arid plains and smoky vol­

canic furnaces, is woathy of study, how much more so the mytiad fo rms of 

life, and active joy which life inspires. th rough the realms of earth , and air, 

and ocean. What pages of divine intelligence are laid open to the s tudy of 

man, and lighted up in new and varied beauty by each rising sun, as the tide 

of life Bows onward as the rapid river or the re~tless wa\'eS of ocean I What 

profound lectures and scientific illustrations are unfolded, in life's endless 
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panorama; in tbe blended pictures of vegetable and animal existence, through 

which man ranges as a ~overeign. and levies tribute at his will! Ooes he 

always reign wi.\;ely? Docs he never forget that the forms of life he rudely 

~eize~, and with which he feeds his own life, have for hill soul more nutrition 

than for his body? Does he realize that in every form of life, animal and 

vegetable, there are rays of divine intelligence, to instruct him in the mysteries 

of his own existence and in the laws and the O\•erAowing benevolence of the 
Everlasting Father? 

Does man need to be told that there are yet unsoh•ed problems in the mys· 

teries of his own life, on the solution of which an immeasurable amount of 

human happiness or misery iR depending; and that light is to dawn upon 

these mysteries from the les~cns of life to be unfolded in the inferior races? 

The whole field of Natural Hist.1fy is now inviting human inquiry, with an 

earnestness becoming daily more imperative. 

8. The study of animal Life draws us at once into the domains of CHEM · 

tS"rRv AND MINERALOGY. Life is only one side, or one form. of exi~tence; 

and we cannot study life successfully, without embracing the phenomena 
of death, dissolution and decay, which are !IO essential to vigorous life. Life 

supplies its like, and generation gives birth to generation, th rough energies of de· 

cay and death- dust to dust, to supply the germs of life, and evolve new forms 

of beauty-new fountains of joy. The study of one is incomplete \\;thout the 

other. Earth. air and ocean must be more carefully studied, before we shall 

comprehend the forms and mysteries of life, which fills all with active joy; 

before we shall penetrate the mysteries in our own existence. 

9· KNowt.F.OCE o~· MAN. If" the proper study of mankind is man "'-if 
lll(ht on the problems of human life is to be sought in :.uch wide fields of in· 

q_uiry, it is dear that our studies must not terminate or exhaust our energies 

before we teach man. All previous stndies are but preparatory for this. He 

needs to know all that we have thus far claimed, because within that broad 

field lie the varied elements o( bis own being and the instruments of his power. 

lie must gather tbem, and subject them to his will, ii he i~ to derive their full 

value. If knowledge I$ power, his power will be proportioned to his success 

in grasping and wielding the elements of truth which thus invite and task hi~ 

energies. 
But let him see to it, that he does not sacrifice himself in acquiring thi~ 

~ power. He must study himself, and the laws of his own being more intensely 

than anything extraneous to himself. H e must have just views of his pbysi· 
cal f rame, for reasons already apparent. II e cannot train his hodily energie~ 

well o r wisely, if ignorant of the laws that govern them, and the condi tions of 

their growth. lluman Physiology is then an essential part of knowledge. 

The laws of life and health must be written on tht heart. We must be 

trained in harmony with them, and grow up subject to their authority, or else 
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we must accept the penalty of their violation, when we can but poorly afford 

il-when we are physically bankmpt. This knowledge of physical laws, and 
obedience to them, is necessary as a condition of mental progress: we shall 

never succc!S.«fully pursue the one, if we neglect the other. 

For the same-and for still higher reasons, we need a knowledge of Mmtnl 

Pltilo.roplty. 

The Soul of Man is really the Man-all else is but nwmal. Its high im· 

portance lies in the fact , that a human soul bas need of it- must be developed 

by means of it. lt must ne\·er be for gotten that the soul is as much more 

important than the body a~ man is superior to the brute. and a blissful eternity 

is better than a week of suffering. Why is the study of the mind thrown 

into the shade, so as hardly to have a recognized right in our educational sys· 

terns? Why are teachers for a moment trus ted with the education of our 

children, \\itbout ever spending one. week in the thorough study of mental 

science ? Can there be a stranger infatuation, than that the ~tlidy of the only 
part of this ..:omplex being which is to live forever, !<hould be left out of our 

school systems, or barely reached when we can find nothing else to do, within 

the range presented ~y fasliion ~ Ve~. there is one other infatuation beyond 

this I It is 

10 . OuR. TRE/ITM ENT 01' nt E KNOWLEDG I~ OF Goo. The knowledge of 

the DIVI NE MINO rises higher i.n dignity and importance than that of the 

human mind, and there is nothing else-that is to say, there is nothing else 

now within our reach-to take rank between the study of man-the soul of 

man- and his C reator. Next to the study of the Divine Mind- thecharacter, 

government and will of God, let ns plant evermore the s tudy of the human 

soul. Let us never for a moment give place to any other idea in the adjust· 

ment of onr educational system~. Let us be fully impressed that this is thtl 

only true and rational view of Education, and that in all our plans 3Jld Ja~rs 
here lies a fundamental principle. 

Whatever is the order of arrangement in the proces~ of development and 

the studies pursued, let us ever bear in mind that the highe~t and be~t of all 

sciences is the knowledge of God-the science of the Divine mind. Next to 

this, as created in the image of God. we range the human soul- the science of 
the human mind. Next in importance comes the human body- the earthly 

habitation of the soul, so closely linked with the de.•tinies of the soul Still 

lower in point of dignity and importance range:< the knowledge of the material 

world around us. Whatever el~e in this progtamme may be omitted. le~ us 

never more leave out of onr educationAl systems either of these la.• t three 

branches of human knowledge. Let us insis t with unshrinkinA" fidt:lity. that 

the knowledge of God-of the sool of man, and of its earthly tabernacle. shall 

be earnestly taught in this great primary school of h1tman life, and in every 
department of it, from the cradle to the g rave. By adjusting our educational 

• 
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systems to thi.~ standard, we shall secure the conditions of substantial progress 

- not till this is done may we rest from our iabors, unless it be to rest in our 
graves. From this point, and from the train of discussion which has led to 

it, we can see the adaptation of our ancient Institution to the nature and ne· 

cessities of man. We can see why in the progress of the ages it has been 

responsive to the desire for ligltl and MORE I.IGIIT, as the knowledge of God 

dawned upon the darkness of the wol'ld. Ever recognir.ing the religious ele· 

ment in man and feeling his necessities for worship, for diYine wisdom and 

help in every lawful endeavor, Freemasonry must, of necessity, place upon its 

Altar, whatever it might gain of Divine Revelation, and thus a lly itself with 

the religions of the ages. When the Hebrew dispensation unfolds its ad· 

vancing light, she welcomes the teachings of Moses and the prophets. When 

the promised land is reached and conquered, and human wisdom and a purer 

worship builds its temple by the divine model, Solomon is honored by masonic 

zeal and reverence, fo r he is honored of God, as the chosen son of David 

When a greater than Solomon appear~, Freemasonry lingers not to stereotype 

or stagnate its faith, hope or chari ty in the mere forms of Judaism, but wel­

comes the Messiah, hastens forward to c rown him King of Kings ~nd Lord of 

Lords. unterrified by the skeptical sneer " can any good thing come out of 

Nazareth?" Masonry does not hesitate to adopt the Baptist and the Evange­

list. 3l< patron saints, because the one was beheaded by regal power, and the 

other banished for devotion to a master who had been crucified as a malefactor. 

She still lays the volume of revelation open upon her altars and call;. it the 

great light of Masonry, summoning us to walk in its light, govern our life and 

mould ou r character, and draw inspiration for our faith, hope and charity 

from its inspi• ed precepts and promises. Lel us never forget ou r sacred 

pledges made before it. We may not be afraid to avow the faith and hope 

those promises inspire, if we are true to its precepts and the fraternal duties 

it enjoins. 

Time with ceasele.«s wing is speeding our course through the toils and trials 

of earth to the land of rest and silence. May we retire from the hallowed 

scenes of tliis communication-from these fraternal greetings-from this 

beautiful temple e rected to God and dedicated to masonic purposes. with 
s tronger hearts and nobler motives, so to live and labor, that the rest of the 

grave shall be sweet, and the memories of eternity f111l of thankfulness and 

joy. 
Respectfully submitted, 

CYRIL PEARL, 

E. G. RAWSON, 

E. A. C UADWICK, 
Commillu 011 Fonig11 Correspomilnu. 
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The resolutions relative to a Masonic Confederation, recom­

mended by the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, were then 
lldopted by this Grand Lodge. 

The Committee on Remission of Dues reported, and recom­
mended a remission of the dues of King Solomon'!i Lodge, 
amounting to S3.7 5; and also to Bristol Lodge, while under dis­
pensation, amoun.ting to St6. Read and a.;cepted. 

On motion, 

Voted, That matters relating to Adoniram Lodge be referred to the next 

Grand Lodge. 

A communication was received from Bro. Thomas Johnson : 
read, and indefinitely postponed. 

Bros. Pearl, Rawson and Chadwick were appointed by the 
Grand Master a Committee on Foreign Correspondence for the 
ensuing year. 

On motion of Bro. Chase, 

Void, That this Grand Lodge pay fifty dollars towards the expense of fit · 
ting up ~he new Masonic Jlall in Portland. 

On motion, 

Votl!d, That such number of copi~ of the proceedings o f this se~sion of the 

Grand Lodge be published, as the Recording and Corresponding G r:~nd Sec· 
rctaries may deem expedient. 

The M. W. Grand Master then announced the appointment of 
the following subordinate Grand Officers, viz: 

R. W. ALLEN HAJNKS, 

W. and Rev. CVRIJS CUMMINGS, 

CY RIL PEARL, 

.. 
}OSEPII H UTCH INSON, 

CALEB D. PILI.SIIURV, 

URIAH BALKAM, 

ISAAC SAWY~;R, 

W. STEPHEN B. DOC KHAM, 

E. G. RAWSON, 

HIRAM C H ASE, 

Corr. Cra11d S.:cnlary. 

Grand ChajJ/ailt. 

Gra11d Jlfarshnl. 
St'mor Grand Deacon. 

.Junior Crt/ltd Deat'Oit. 
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W. J. D . WAR~N, Gmnd S teumt·d. 

0 . A. M F.ItRII.t~ 

). M. CROOKER, 

W II.I,IAM ANDRF.WS, 

}. C. BOYNTON, 

]Oli N 1l. SWEAT, 

} OliN J. B E t.L. 

Bro. j o H N DAI N, 

Grat1d S1uurd B~m·~·. 

Gnmd Tyl~•·· 

T he Committee on the petition of C. B. Smith and others, made 

the following report, which was read and accepted, viz : 

Tu the llf. W. Grat1d Ludg~ o/ llfaiu~. 
\'onr committee to whom was refe rred the petition of Charles B. S mith 

and .others, for a cha rte r authorizing them to o~gani~e a lodge in the city of 

Portland, by the name of Atlantic Lodge, have had the same under considera· 

tion, and ask leave to report-
That the prayer of the petition be gran ted, and tha t a charte_r be issued to 

them by this Grand Lodge, of this date. 

The committee a lso further report, tha t they have examined the by-laws of 

said lodge, and approve the same, and especially Sec. 6, Art. 4, of the same, 

viz: 
" ll'o canditlate shn lft·eceive mure tha1t o1u degree at any o1u m eeting of' the 

/odg~. nor shall /u bi! ent itled to ndvaucemml t111less h e cntt pnu a satiifnrtory 
examination in tlte det;ru or de,trrcu preceding ." 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

E. G. RAW II ON, } 
J OSEPH COV~LL1 Committee. 
S'r EVF.NS II MITI1 1 

A charter was accordingly ordered to be issued, in a ccordance 

with this report. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the G rand Lodge will take one copy of the " Musical Adver· 

tiser and Masonic Journal," published by Geo. \V. Chase, of New S haron, 

Maine, for each lorlge in the state, fo r one year. 

The Grand Lodge was then closed in ample form. 

Attest: C. B. SMIT H, Grand SecretarJ'· 
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~eports of District Deputy Gr~ud l"i~sters. 

FIRST DISTRICT. 

To the Jlrosl /IVorsltij>fitl C•·aml Lodg~ of Jlfaine. 

The under~igned was appointed District Deputy Grand Master for the Firs t 

Masonic District, in june. after tbe annual communication of the Grand Lodge 

in May, 1854· Being in poor health and continuing so through the year, and 
hut poorly qualified for the important duties of the office, I have not satisfied 

myself, much" less the lodges in this district. But with the encouragement of 

the more able Brethren, l have undertaken the duty, and have done the best 

in IJlY power. I have visited most of the lodges twice and some three times, 
a.'l my assistance was required. 

I visited St. John's Lodge, at South Berwick, Ju ly 3d, to ascertain if it 

would be likely to resume work. It has remained dormant for several years. I 

fonnd several good masons there, that would like to have the lodge in working 

o rder again, and quite a nu~ber of young men that would soon become its 

patrons. The old lodge, when it ceased working, was in debt seventy·fi••e 

dollars for hall rent, for which their jewels and regalia are retained by the 

owner of the hall. I think a little exertion on their part would soon make it 

easy to have a good lodge there. 

Adoniram Lodge, at Liming ton, is a large and thrifty lodge. in good s tand· 

ing. There is much of the true masonic feeling among the brethren. T hey . 

need improvement in the work and lectures, to conform to the mode of work· 

ing as adopted by the Grand Lodge. Their books are well kept and in ex· 

cellent order, and the lodge is doing a good businesJ<. Stated meeting, Toe~· 

day, on o r before each fu!l moon. 
Freedom Lodge, at Limerick, is a small lodge, and moves along in a very 

prudent manner, doing some work by adding to their number young men of 

much promise, which will soon enable them to take the stand they merit 

among the more 8ourishing lodges. They now work well, bot need improve­

ment to conform with the mode adopted hy the Grand Lodge. T heir books 

are well kept and in good order. Stated meeting, Wednesday, on or preced­

ing each full moon. 
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\'ork Lodge, at Kennebunk, is small, as about one-half of its members 
withdrew to form a new lodge at Kennebunk Port. It has done but little 
work th is year. Hro. Lunt, its Master, is well qualified for the office he holds, 
and has the work and lectures thoroughly. The lodge also does Its work 
well. There was some disarrangement in the books, the first part of the year, 
owing to their being badly kept the preceding year, but they are now in good 

order and well kept. I am sorry to say that there is not so good an attend· 
ance at their meetings as I should wish, some absenting themselves on the 
most trifling excuses, an evil which L hope will soon he avoided. Stated 
meeting, Monday, on or before each full moon. 

Arundel. No. 76, is a new lodge at Kennebunk Port, which I consecrated, 
and installed its officers. Feb. 5• 1855· by appointment of the M. W . \,rand 
Master Timothy Chase. [ was ably assisted by brethren from Saco, Buxton 
and York Lodges, and most efficiently by Bro. T. ] . Murray, of Saco Lodge. 
Arundel Lodge is doing well, but l1a ve had some difficulty in performing the 
work, owing to their officers being all young masons ; but time. patience and 
perseverance will accomplish all things. I think they wiiJ soon have a good 
lodge. Their books are well kept , and in good order. Stated J!leeting, Tues· 
day, on or before full moon. 

Saco Lodge, at Saco. This lodge has been very unfortunate, Sept. 3• 
11)54• their hall wa~ consumed hy fire. by which they lost tl1eir charter, fu rnl · 

ture. regalia, &c., to the amount of $450. on which was $zoo insurance. For· 
tunately, their books were in the Secretary's hands. Not in the least di~our· 
aged, tht:y obtained the Odd Fellows' II all. and continued thei r work under a 
dispensation. In a few months, they obtained a very commodious hall, a r1d 
furnished it in a neat and appropriate manner, at a cost, including ev..;rything, 

of $505·43· They commenced work in the new II a ll, February 1st. 

Feb. zzd. a meeting was held tiler e. and all the lodges in the district were 
invited to attend. for the purpose of obtaining uniformity in the work ; but 

owing to the bad travelling. one or t~\·o lodges were not represented. Work 
was performed on the First and Thi rd degrees, and I must say that I never 

saw work performed in a better manner· Lhan it was on that occasion. l wm.Jd 
recommend that s uch a meeting be held in some part of the Jlirst Dis trict, 
at least once a year, for presen•ing uniformity in the work. 

Buxton Lodge. at Biddeford, is no\\' working under a dispensation. I vi.•· 
ited it April 1 zth, to examine by-laws, &c. Their books are kept in a ve ry 
neal manner, and correc t. Their hall is commodious and well furnis~ed, 

though in working tools and regalia they need some additions. They are 
doing a good work, and 1re making addition to their numbers, of men of the 
right stamp. They have made a good beginning, and will eventually take 

their stand among their more ftourishing neighbors. Stated meeting. Mon· 
day, on or preceding each fuJI moon. 
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Fraternal Lodge, at A I fred, owing to the scarcily of labor and material, 

have been retarded in get ting their hall , hut ha,·e now succeeded, and will 

soon commence work. It is o ne of the best loca tions in the district for a 

masonic lodge. 

l\ II of which is respectfully submitted. 

ISAAC DOWNING, /J. JJ. C.'. llf. 

SECOND DISTRICT. 

1o lite Most Worshipful Gra11d Lodge of Maine. 

The undersigned, District Deputy Grand Master of the Second Masonic 

District, respectfully asks leave to submit his annual report. 

There are in this district. seven charte red lodges; all of which I ha,·e 

supplied with four copi~:s each, of the Proceedings, Constitution and Regula· 

tion~ of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Maine; together with hlank 

diplomas. returns, and such other communications as l have received from the 

R. W. Grand Secretary, during the masonic year ~nding April 1, A. o. 1855. 

A. t. 5855· 
There are in this district, two hundred :tnd forty·six contributing membetS, 

sixty admitted to membership.llixty·four initiated, twenty·seven resident M. ~1. 

not member~< of a lodge, six discharged from membership, for non·payment of 

dues, two rejc:cted, two deceased, during the masonic year. Whole amount 

of dues to the Grand Lodge, ninety-three dollars and seventy·five cents. 

There have been two clergymen initiated, of whom the re has been no fee 

required. 

TR~NQUJL Loooe, No. 29, DANVtLt.E. 

1 have visited this lodge three times during the year; my las t visit wa.~ on 

the z8tb of March, 1855· 

They have made commendable improvement in the work and lectures. 

They return sixty·two members. Dues for me mbership to the C rand Lodge, 

seven d ollars, seventy·five cents. Fifteen initiated; one craft~:d, who was initi­

ated in a nother lodge, for which they tax an ext ra fee. and pay to the Grand 

Lodge one dollar, making the dues for initiations sixteen dollars. This lodge 

has discharged six members from membership for non·payment of dues, viz. 

William Kilborn, Silas Morse, Robert Martin, Edward P. Shean, Samuel 

Stinchfield and William Parcher. This lodge returns the same number of 

members that it did last year, and they have received this year an addition of 

fourteen new members, and have discharged six f rom meml>e1s hip ; this dis­

crepancy needs some e xplanation, which I am unable to give. 
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This lodge has initiated, crafted and raised an indi\·idual from the town of 

1\linot, whose appiication had been presented to Tyrian Lodge and been with· 

drawn. l'revious to the action of Tranquil l.odge, they received f rom the Sec­

retary of Tyrian Lodge a t"ommunication in substance as follows, viz: that they 

were not panicnlarly acquainted with the individual, had no personal prejudice 

against him, thought his petition had ~tter lie without action for the present, 
but wa~ withdrawn with the intention. that it should at some future time be 

presented again. It appears to me that the action of Tranquil . Lodge is a 

violation of the Constitution and principles of Masonry. 

Tranquil Lodge justifies its proceedings on the principle, that they have 

conco~r·ent jurisdiction over the town of Minot with Tyrian Lodge, whi<'h 
neither the Constitu tion nor their charter gives them. Tranquil Lodge voted 

(a.~ appears hy their records) to recommend the granting of a dispensation to 

the petitioners for Tyrian Lodge, conditionally that they s hould hold concur · 

rent jurisdiction over the town of Minot, which appears not to have been 

granted, by the t : rand Lodge to Tranquil Lodge. 

On the seventeenth of January, the officers oi Tranquil Lodge were installed 

in public, by R. W. Thomas B. Johnston, Junior Grand Warden of this Grand 
l.odge; at which time an address was delivered by 'Bro. Drew, of Augusta, 

which is said to have passed off very satisfactorily. No record of any dispen· 

~ation having be,n granled. 

TVRIAN L ODGE, No. 73• !\1ECIIANIC F'Al.l.S, MINOT. 

February rs, rSss. visited this lodge for the purpose of installing their offi · 

cers. Heing a severe storm, bot few of the officers were present. Initiated a 

candidate. Conferred the dt:gree of Past l\laster on Bro. Daniel P. Atwood, 
Master elect, and installed him in due form. 

On the thirti of April, visited this lodge. Raised a candidate to the sublime 
degree of Master Mason. 

Records .imperfect in some particulars, not very essential. This lodge. I 

think, did wrong in permitting the petition of the individual, who received thO! 

degrees in Tranquil Lodge, to be withdrawn, after it was presented to the 

lodge. It seems to me that no petition should be permitted to be withdrawn, 

aftt:r it has been presented and read in the lodge-it becomes a part of the 
records, and is the properly of the lodge, as much so as any other record of 

the lodge. 

They return forty-one m~mben;. llues to the Grand Lodge for member· 

hership, five dollars, twelve and a half cents. Eleven initiated. Dues for 

;nitiation, eleven dollars: They have recei'ved seven new members. Three 

M. M. not. members of any lodge, are returned by this lodge. They have 

made good improvf"ment in the work and lectures, within the past year. Vis· 
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ited this lodge by s pecial requeM April ::!4th, at the hearing of charges pre­

ferred against A. J- Downing. 

BLAZING ~TAR, LoDC£, NO. JO, RUM~OR,O. 

Visited this lodge March H)th; fuJI attendar;ce of its members. They have 

overcome in a great degree, the difficulties under which they ha,·e lallorcd for 

a few past year!!. Tlu!ir records are in a better situation than they were when 

I vi~ited the lodge one year since. They are very deficient in their wo rk and 

lec tures. Their prospects have improved very much within the past year. 

There are five members of this lodge which are owing the lodge for money 

that they have borrowed from the Treasurer of the lodge; and also their dues 

for several years, which if they do not come forward and pay, or take measures 

to have remitted, if not able to pay, 1 recommended to the lodge that they 

take measures to have them dealt with as their several ca~es require, which 1 

doubt not they will do. They return nineteen members. Dues for member· 

ship two d ollars, thirty-seven.. and a half cents. Five initiated. Dues for 

initiation, four dollars. One of the initiates, (a clergyman) no fee required. 

One rejected. They have received an addition of four nrembers, and o ne de· 

ceased. 

ORIENTAL STAR, LODGE, NO, 21 1 NORTI:l LtVEUIORE. 

made my official ,·isit to this lodge, on the twenty-seventh of March. 

Found it in good working order. Records correctly kept. Adhere stric tly to 

the le tter of the Constitution and Regulations of the Gmnd Lodge. The 

provisions in the by-laws of this lodge, are such, that no one can receive the 

degrees in this lodge in less than three momhs after the application is pre­

sented to the lodge, except as provided for in the Constitution of the Grand 

Lodge, part fourth, article third, section first. Thtly return forty·one contrib­

tl!ing members. Dus for membership. five dollars, twelve and a half cents. 

Initiated seven; dues, seven dollars Eleven M. Masons, not members of any 

lodge. 

OXFORD LODGE, No. 18, NoRWAY. 

Visited this lodge March 29th and April 5th. They have provided a good 

hall and furnished it in good style. They have a Master's Carpet, drawn with 

a pen, (four by live feet) which would be an ornanrent to any hall. It was 

executed and presented to the lodge by Brother William W. Virgin, of Nor· 

way. 

This lodge bas violated a provision of the Constitution of the Grand Lodge 

by suspending a provision of their by-laws and conferring the three degrees at 

the same meeting. See part fifth, section lifteenth,-part fourth, article third, 

dCCtion seventh, and standing regulation of the Grand Lodge, May 5, 1854. 
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This lodge has conferred the three degrees on fou rteen candidates wi thin 

three weeks from the time their application!> were accepted. This case de­

mands the serious attention of the Grand Lodge and its subordinat e~, and 

t~ve ry individual mason within our jurisdiction . 

.. May we not trace the existence of so many careless and indifferent masons 

to the recklessness with which our lodges hurry candidates from one degree 

to another, without any reference to their proficiency. In many (if not a 
majority of) cases, candidates are hastened so rapidly from one department to 

another of our mystic Temple, that they have neither time nor opportunity to 

appreda te or even discover the beauteous furniture with which those apart­

ments are adorned. Brethren, these things ought not so to be. ;'\1ore atten­

tion should be paid to the Ancient Landmarks. The candidates should have 

time to mark and inwardly digest what they have already received, before 

they are a llowed to receive more. It is an old adage, that whatever a man 

knows little about, he cart~s but little fo r, and the less instruction the young 

mason receives, the fainte r will be his perceptions of the beauty and impor· 

tance of the great principles which lie at the foundation of the Masonic Insti­

tution. If e\•ery candidate were required. in accordance with the Jetter and 

spirit of the ancient regulations, to be thoroughly instructed in one degree 

before he. i~ allowed to take another, we should not see so n1any rough ash Ia rs 

lying all a~ong our pathway." 

The records of this lodge are well written, and correct ly kept with few ex­

ceptions. 

They ha\•e admitted a young Brother to membership who was at the time 

a member of, and owing dues to, Blazing ~tar Lodge. This was done in con· 

sequence of not understanding, and neglect of s tudying, the Constitution of 

Masonry. 

They return thirty-eight members. Dues for membership, four dollars, sev­
enty-five cents. Twenty-one initiated, (one of whom is a clergyman, no fee 

required.) Dues for initiations, twenty d"llars. One rejected. Four resident 

Master Masons, not members of any lodge. There is due this lodge from the 

School District at ~outh Paris, (as reported to me,) s ixty-six dc;>llars, and from 

Bro. A bijah Hall, seventy dollars. 

The members of this lodge are young masons, with few exceptions; and 1 

have not the least doubt, will so inform themselves, that there \\ill be no 

reason to point out any errors ~ereafter. 

MOUNT MORIAH L OI)GE, "No. 5G, DENMARK. 

Visited this lodge on the thirtieth and thirty-first of March. The work 

and lectures (in the first two degrees) as adopted by the G rand Lodge, are 

s trictly conformed to in this lodge. They have provided themselves with a 

new hall, whit:h is safe and convenient. They conform literally to the Consti-



8o Proceedings of lite [May, 

tntion and Regulations of t.fasonry, as their by-laws and returns show, with 

one exception, which was the conferring the three degr·ee~ on an individual at 

one and the same meeting. The Constitution of the (;rand l.odge. paot fouuh, 

article third. declares that no candidate shall be balloted for, who has not been 

proposed four weeks, without first obtaining a dispensation therdor. It als() 

provides that they may proceed to ballot .at shortco period, if the candidate i~ 

hound on a voyage to sea or on a journey. Section ~eventh,-1'\o candidate 

~hall receive more than two degrees at one and the ~ame meetin~:" of the 

lodge, without first obtaining a dispensation therefor, which they did not pro· 
cure. They complied with the first provisions above stated, as the candidate 

was bound on a journey, but not the last. They should not have conferred 

more than two degrees, whereas they conferred the th ree degrees. 

They return twenty-one members. Dues for membership, two dollaos, sixty· 
two and a half cents. Five initiated. Dues for initiation, five dollars. l'le· 

ceived six new membtns. Twelve resident· M. Masons not members of any 

lodge. 

ORIENTAl. LoocE, No. I J, BRtUCTc.JN. 

Visited this lodge, April 2d. Records of this !odge not kept ~o correctly a~ 

tloey should be. No record of the celebration on the twenty-fourth of June 

last, at which time I was present with a goodly numbtlr o f BrNhen, and a 

large concourse of citizens, listened to an interesting and appropriate address 

from M. E. R. P. Dunlap, G. G. H . P. of the M. E. G. G. R. A. Chapter of 

the United States, which appeared to give sati~faction to a ll present. 

Constitution of the Grand Lodge. Part fifth, Section sixth-" No lodge 

:;hall form a public procession, funeral processions excepted, without permis­

sion from one of the first four Grand Offic~r>', or the D. D. Grand Master 

within whose District it is located." This lodge had neglected to obtain a 
Dispen,;ation, until it was too late to procure one; and not having received 

my Commission, it was not in my power to grant one at that time. The fact 

not being generally known, that there had been no Dispensation grantt:d, until 

the proccsion was about being formed, it was considered advisable to proceed, 

which we accordingly did, under the es.;ort of Norway and Bridgton Bra~s 

Bands, to the Town Hall, where the address was delh·ered; after wl\iclo, the 
procession was re·formed, and repaired to the capacious Temperance IJall, 

where we found the festive board replete with all the delicacies, and they we1 e 
not inconsiderable either in quantity, quality, or variety. The Ilost who pro · 

vidcd deserves praise for the handsome manner in which he met the wishes 

of the guests. 

At my visit to the lodge on the se.;ond of April, raised one candidate to the 

sublime degree of Master Mason, and initiated an applicant, both of whom 

were clergymen. They have done no work, during tbe Masonic year, except· 
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ing crafting one candidate. They return twenty-four members. Dues to the 
Grand Lodge, three dollars. It is with regret, that I find it necessary to point 
out any errors, in any lodge in this District. 

I believe thP. lodges in this District have as few faults to correct as any in 
the state. and none are more ready or willing to correct them. 

It appears by the Constitution of the Grand Lodge, Art. 14th, that each 
D. D. G. M. is to keep a record, which shall be the property of the Grand 
Lodge; and ascertaining that there was none belonging to this District, T have 
procured one--also, a valise to keep the book, r~;:galia and papers in, for which 
r vaid six dollars and twenty-five cents. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 
JOSEPH COVELL, .D. D. C. Jl!. of tlu zd ill. District. 

l\lay 3, 11. o. 1855· 

MASON IC HALL, May 3• 1855· 
Since making up my report , I have received a communication from Bro. 

Augustus Callahan, W. Master of Tranquil Lodge, No. 29, Danville, explaining 
the discrepancy in the number of members returned last year and this, which 
I have alluded to in my report; that the Secretary, in making up the returns 
this year, did not return eight honorary, members, which were returned last 
year; for the reason that they had repealed that provision of their by·laws, 
which provided for the admission of honorary members. I therefore submit 
the following resolution, in order to bring it before the Grand Lodge for their 
decision: 

Ruvlvt!d, That any lodge within this jurisdiction, which admits an honorary 
member, shall pay the same dues to this Grand Lodge as for other members. 

JOSEPH COVELL, D. D. C. Jlf. 2tl Jlfasvnie .Distrirt. 

THIRD DISTRICT. 

Tv tlte Jlfvst Wvrsltipful Cm11tl Lvdg~ ",! Afailu. 

The undersigned, District Deputy Grand Master of the Third Masonic 
Di~trict, herewith presents his annual report. 

There are in this District, seven lodges, viz: Portland, No.1, United, No. S, 
Cumberland, No. r; , Ancient Land-Mark, No. 17, Freeport, No. 2.1. Ca!;co, 
No. 36, and Harmony, No. 38, all of which ha\'C been visited by me once, 
and some of them m~re, except United Lodge, at Brunswick. Not being able 
to \•isit at the time set, on account of ill health, I requested R. W .. Bro. john 
D. Lincoln, to visit that lodge in my behalf, which he writes me he did, and 
found a good number of brethren present, examined their by-laws, records. 

6 
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&c., and their work characte1ited by that accuracy which usually has been 
found in that lodge. 
• I found all the lodges in this Dis trict in a !'Ound and healthy ~ondi tion. 

Portland, No. ' • at Portland, returns one hundred and twelve members. 
Initi~ted the past year, twenty-nine; fees $29.00; annual fees $ 14.00; whole 
amount S4J.OO. This lodge maintains its rank as No. 1. 

United Lodge, at Brunswick, re tu111ed forty-eight members. Initiated eight 
the past year; annual fees $6.oo; fees SS.oo; amount Sq.oo. 

Cumberland Lodge, No. 12, at New Gloucester, is in good condition and 
numbers twenty-eight members. I lave initiated four the past year ; annual 

fees $3.50; fees $4.00 ; amount S7-50. 
Ancient Land-Mark Lodge, No. 17, at l'ortland, is the ·largest lodge in the 

state. They return one hundred and twenty-eight members. Have initiated 
twenty the past year; a1~nual fees ,jl16.oo; fees, Szo.oo; amount $J6.oo. 

Freeport Lodge, No. 23, at Freeport, is in good working order, and con­
sL~ts of twenty-eight members. Initiated the past year, one; previous year, 
five, for which they have made returns and paid their dues ; annual fees $7. 12; 
fees $11.00; amount for two past years $18.12. 

Casco Lodge, No. 36, at Yarmouth, is in a very prosperous condition, al 
though the number in attendance was quite small at the time I visited it on ac­
count of local causes. They return forty-two members. Initiated the past 
year, sixteen; annual fees $5.25; fees $16.00; amount $21.25. 

Harmony Lodge, No. 38, at Gorham. is one of the most flourishing lodges 
in the district. An application from this lodge was made to me for a dispen­
sation to pem1it them to install their oflicers in public on the eve of the tw~nty · 

seventh day of December lMt, which I granted. They return sixty-eight 
members. Annual fees $8.50; fees $6.oo; amount S'4-50· 

Whole number of initiates in this District the past year, i~ eighty-nine. 
Whole number of members returned in this District the past year, is four 

hundred eighty-three. 
The amount of money received by me from the several lodges in this Dis­

trict, is $ 154·37• which has been paid to the Gtand Treasurer, for which he has 
signed duplicate receipts. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
WILLIAM ALLEN, D. D. G.llf. Third .Masonic District. 

FOURTH DISTRICT. 

To the llfost Worshipful Grand Lod.trt of lila inc. 

The undersigned, District Deputy Grand Master of the Fourth Masonic 
District, asks leave to submit the following report. 
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l have visited all the lodges in this District the past year, and have found 
said lodges in a sound and heal thy condition. There are eight lodges in the 
Dis trict, all of which have made returns up to April 1, 1855· 

They return 351 members; number of initiations, 97; amount of initiation 
fees, $97; amount of annual fees, $43.86; in all, $ 140.86; all of which I have 
paid to the Grand Treasurer, for which he has signed duplicate receipts. 

The new lodge at Bristol has been dedicated, and its officers installed, by 
theM. W. G rand Master, during the masonic year. 

In visiting the several lodges, I have b~en inquired of respecting the mode 
of wo~k and lecture on the third degree; in answer to those questions, I have 
uniformly replied, that I had no authority to give any specific instructions 
in regard to the third degree, for the reason, that that matter was now pend· 
ing before the Grand Lodge. and they would probably take some action 
upon it at the next meeting. I ttiink the several lodges in the Fourth District, 
will cheerfully conform (as all good masons should) to any regulations, in 

regard ~o the W ork and Lectures. that may be agreed upon and adopted by 
the Grand Lodge; and in my humble opinion, if there is any one thing that 
requires the attention of the Grand Lodge more than another, it is, that some 
points in regard to this matter should be settled. 

I would beg leave to suggest the propriety of so altering the Fourth District, 
as to embrace the lodge or lodges in the City of Rockland and Union, and 
annex the lodges in Bath and Richmond to the Third or Fifth District. 

King Solomon's Lodge, at Waldoborough, h_ave again suffered the loss of 
all their property by fire; but have obtained another Charter, and with becom· 
ing zeal, are about obtaining a good room to meet in, and to commence work, 
and are well deserving the sympa~hy of the l'raternity. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

JOHN MILLER, D. IJ. G. Afaslu. 

FIFTH DISTRICT. 

To the lllosl Worshipful Cmnd Lodge of ilfaine. 

The understgned, District Deputy Grand Master of the Fifth Masonic Dis­
trict of M a inc, asks leave to submit the following report: 

There are twelve working lodges within this District, one of which is under 
dispensation, and all of which I have visited once, most of them twice, during 
the pat~t year; except Blue Mountain Lodge, in Phillips, and Key-Stone Lodge, 

in Solon. 
In November last, I appointed Baotber Eusebius Weston to visit Hlue 

Mountain Lodge, and also Northern Star Lodge, in North Anson. He per· 
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formed the duties assigned him, and makes good report of the doings of these 

lodges. 

In April. I appointed Brother Joseph PhiiJrick to visit Key·Stone Lodge 
and Northern Star ,Lodge, and his report is also favorable. 

I have distributed all necessary blanks to the several lodges under my su­

perintendence, as I have received them from the Grand Secretary; and have 

given such instruction in the work and lectures as was needed, so far as ~ime 

and opportunity would permit. I find the lodges in this Di~trict in a healthy 

condition generally. 

All the Jodges' have made their returns up to April 1, 1855, except Northern 

Star Lodge, at Anson. The whole return of members in the District is about 

390· Initiations dtaring the year, So. Fees t? the Grand Lodge, $ •38.50, in­

cluding $16.25 from the returns of Central Lodge for 1853. This amount I 
have paid over to the Grand Treasurer, for which he has given. duplicate re­

ceipts. 

Peace and harmony prevail among the Fraternity in this District; and 

broth'erly love seems to actuate the members of the several lodges; and they 

manifest a strong desire to be right in all their doings, to comply with all the 

requisitions of the Grand Lodge, and to learn their duties as ma>;ons and do 

them. All of which is respectfully submitted, 

STEPH'EN WEBBER, D. D. G. M. 
May 3• 1855· 

SIXTH DISTRICT. 

7 u tlu Must WursltiPfi•l Grartd Lodge ojl}failte. 

The undersigned asks leave to report-

That there are ten lodges in this District, nine of which are working under 

charter, and one, viz: at Rockland, working under dispensation, which 1 shall 

notice hereafter; all of which T have visited once, and some of them oftner. 

1. Amity Lodge, No.6, at Camden, of which 1 have the honor to 

be a member, is the oldest in the District, and returns fifty-five 

members; annual fees $6,87 Yz; initiated fifteen; $21.87 J.f 
2. Phrenix Lodge, No. 24, at Belfast, retuons forty-four members; 

initiated seventeen; amounting to 22.50 
3· Union Lodge, at Union, consists of fifty·one members; annual 

fees $6.37 J.f; initiated five; amounting to 1 ' ·37 J.f 
4· Aurora Lodge, at Rockland, returns seventy-nine members; an-

nual fees $<).87 M; and thirty-nine initiates; 48.87 ).f 

5· Unity Lodge, at Freedom, returns fifty-three members 1 fees 

$6.62~; initiated twenty-one; 27.62~ 
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6. Howard Lodge, at Frankfort, returns thirty-eight members; fees 

$4.7 5; and ten initiates; 

7· Mount Hope Lodge, at Hope, returns sixteen member$; annual 
fees $2.00; initiated one; 

8. King David's Lodge. at Lincolnville, returns sixteen members; 

fees to Grand Lodge $2.00; initiated two; 

9· Mariner's Lodge, at Searsport, returns sixty-five members; annual 

f~es $8.12~; and twenty-two initiated; 

Rock)and Lodge, at Rockland, is now working under dispensation, · 

issued by the M. W. G. Master, bearing date on the 25th of 

Oct. 1854, and will no doubt pray for a charter, this session of 

theM. W . G. Lodge. They have got a very good hall, and 
t.ave been to a g reat expense in fitting it up. They return fif . 

3·00 

4-00 

30.12~ 

. teen members ; fees $1.87 )11 ; and thirty-seven initiated, making 38.87 ~ 

$223.00 

Number of masons that are members of lodges 
in Lhe l)ixth District, 388 

Number of masons that are not members, 129 

Number initiated the past year, 152 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

JOHN GLOVER, D. D. C . .llfnst~r. 
Portland, May 3· 1855. 

SEVENTH DISTRICT. 

To tlu tlfort Worslupj11l Cmttd Lodg-e of Jlfaim:. 

The undersigned, District Deputy Grand Master of the Seventh Masonic 

District. would ask leave to make the following report: 
That there art eleven lodges chartered in that District; all excevt one have 

heen h~retofore reported to .this Grand Lodge annually- all of which are in a 

very prosperous condition. 

Piscataquis Lodge has been dormant since A. n. 1829. They re-organized 

in March last, and have made returns through rne to this Grand Lodge. 

There are belonging to these lodges, four hundred ami six members: there 

have been eighty-three initiations. 

l would say, in making my official visits among the lodges in the Seventh 
Masonic Uistrict, I find the gr~t ~bjects of Masonry strictly attended to, and 

their work well and faithfully done. 

Which is respectfully submitted, 
B. F. MUDGETT, D. D . C . ./lf. 7th .llfas. Dis/. 
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EIOHTH DISTRICT. 

70 t/u Mort Worsllipful Grand Lodge of flfaine. 

The District Deputy Grand Master of the Eighth Masonic Di.~trict respect· 

fully asks leave to report-
That there are in this District three lodges; namely, Felicity, No. 19, at 

Bucksport; Lygonia, No. 40, at Ellsworth ; and Rising Sun, No. 70, at Or· 

l~nd: all of which I have visited once, Orland Lodge twice-of Felicity Lodge, 

l am a member. 
All these lodges are in a prosperous condition. I examined their rec-ords 

and by-laws, found them in good order, received their returns, and lodge dues, 

and 1>aid them over to the Grand T~easurer. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, by 

SAMUEL CARTER, D. D . G. Master, 8tk Jlfas. Distr·ict. 

NINTH DISTRICT. 

To thi! flfost Worrhipful Grand Lodge of flfaitu. 

The undersigned, District Deputy Grand Master of the Ninth Masonic Dis· 

trict, makes this ~is annual report. 

In this Ninth District, there are four lodges, in successful working order, 

a ll of which have made thei r annual returns, and paid their dues promptly to 

me, from which the following result appea1s :-

Warren Lodge, No. 2, at East Machias. consists of tw~nty· eight members; 

they have initiated. five candidates; their fees are, for initiation, five dolla1s, 

for annual fees, three dollars, fifty cents; making in the whole, $8.so. 

Eastern Lodge, No. 7· at Eastport, consists of seventy·se,·en members: 
they have initiated thirty-two candidates; their fees for initiation are thirty· · 

~wo dollars; for annual fees nine dollars, eighty-seven cents; making in the 

whole $4 1.87. 

Washington Lodge, No. 37, at Lu~c, consists of forty-eight members; 
they have initiated twenty-five candidates: their fees for initiation are twenty· 

five dollars; for annual fees, six dolla•s; making in the whole SjLoo. 
St. C roix Lodge, No. 46, at Calais, consists of sixty-two members; they 

have iniliated thirty·two candidates; their fees for initiation are thilty·two 

dollars; for annual fees seven dolla•s, seventy·fi ve cenL~, making in the whole 

$39·75· 
The whole amount of dues from the several lodges in the district is $121. 

12 1-2, which 1 have received and forwa •ded the same tp the Grand Treasurer, 

at Portland, by mail. 



r8'ss.] Grand Lodge of Mat"1u. 

It affords me pleasure to say that health, prosperity and harmony prevail 

among the members of the several lodges in this District, and a general adher­

ence to the Ancient Land-marks; and their object is to do good and receive 

good, as they have opportunity. The institution is in a better condition than 

formerly, particularly as to numbers, and a prevailing desire to enter into the 

in~titutio n. But it should ever be remember·ed that numbers must not be 
depended upon for its support; it must be :he character of its members that 

must build it up and make it stand conspicuous before the world; and may it 

not be feared that a proper discretion may not be used in the reception of 

members? 

Washington Lodge, at Lubec, are from necessity compelled to huild a new 

Hall, and as their fun.ds arc small and but few individuals have any means to 

appropriate for that purpose, they ask the Grand Lodge to remit their dues fo r 

the last Masonic year, and also such further aid as they may think proper. 

A number of Brethren have been acting under a Dispensation from the 

Grand Lodge during the past year, at Pembroke, but I have rec~:iyed no return 

of their doings. 

There has been a Royal Arch Chapter established at Eastport, during the 

past season, which J learn is working with good success. 

There has been a general complaint of the deficiency of Diplomas and 

Hlanks in this District, which I hope will be remedied in futu re. 

All communications made to me, intended for the Grand Lodge, or for the 

several subordinate lodgeR, have been duly attended to: and documents and 

blanks from time to time received, have been distributed, and a new supply 

will be wanted, particularly Diplomas. 

In 1852, 1 rec.eived from the Grand Treasurer $2~.00, to ·be applied to the 

calls of charity; of which amount I have appropriated Sr 5.00, leaving in my 

bands seven dollars. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

J. C. TALBOT, D. D. G. /If. 9th Af. District. 

May 3· 1855. 
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ABSTRACT OF RETURNS OF LODGES, 

UP TO APRIL I , 1855. 

Portland, 1, Portland. Thom:~s J. Sanborn, M; Richard W. Kennard, sw ; 
Joseph Fowler, JW; Cyru~ Cummings, CHAP; Samuel Chase, Jr .• TR; 

Moses Dodge, s; Jam~ R. Milliken, so; Nathaniel L. Purinton, JO; 

Stephen. W. Eaton, MAR; Charles Sampson. ss; N.C. Davis. JS; Isaac 
Davis, T. Number of . members. 11 2; initiated, 29; rejected, 4; de· 

ceased. 4· 
Warren. 2, East Machias. John F. liarris, M; Charles H. Talbot. sw; Elijah 

llall , JW; F. L. Talbot, TR; 0. N. Bradbury, s; Charles H. Sevey, so; 
joel N. Kingsley, JD; John M. jenks, ss: H. L. Hill. JS; Charles 
Townsen!!l, T. Number of members, z8; initiated, 5· 

Lincoln, 3· Wiscasset. Daniel K. Kennedy, M; Calvin R. Haraden, sw; Ezra 
B.Carr,JW; Albert Church, CHAP; Joseph W. Taggarr,TR; S ilas W. 
Robinson, s; John Topham. so; W. Henry Bragdon, JD; Erastus Cun· 
ningham, MAR; William Lowell, ss; Isaac G. Williamson, JS; job L. 
White, T. Number of members. 47; initiated, 8. 

Kennebec, 5· Hallo\\·ell. Daniel Russell, M; Augustine Lord. sw; William 
Nye, JW; Charles C. Cone. CHAP; Jeremiah H. Getchell. TR; Thomas 
W. Newman, s; Franklin Glazier. Jr., so; Anderson J. Lynn. JO; Hiram 
Fuller, MAR; George J. Wall. ss; Henry W. Lynn, JS; Ira Cas.~, T. 

Number of members, 48; initia ted, 12. 

Amity,6,Camden. E. G. Knight, M; George W. Glover, sw: David T. 
Boynton, JW; Benjamin Crabtree, TR; Thomas S. H arbach, s; Oliver 
Andrews, so; Heorge T. Crabtree, JO; John Brown, 2d, ss: Joseph G. 
Mirick, JS; Isaiah Barbour, 1'. Number of members, 55; initiated, 17. 

Eastern, 7• 'Eastport. Samuel Kyle, M; Jacob D. White, sw; A. D.' Peavey. 
JW; C.F.Tupper,CIIAI•; G.Stickney, TR; A.H.Ciose,s; Randall B. 
Clark, so; R. B. Patterson. JO; R. P. Bates, MAR; A. M. N. llawkes, 
ss; A. V. B. Bradford, JS; james Waide, T. Number of members, 77; 
initiated, 32; rejected, 12. 
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United, 8, Brunswick. John Crawford, M; John R. Haley, sw ; Joseph Stet· 
son, JW; Benjamin Jaques, CHAP; Richard Greenleaf, TR ; john Green· 
leaf, s; Charles Crosman, so; Charles E. Owen, JO; Samuel S Wing. 
MAR; A. ]. Booker, ss; james Taylor, JS; M. M. Marsh, T. Number 
of members, 48; initiated, 8; rejected, r ; deceased, 2. 

Saco, 9· Saco. Elijah Smith, M; Timothy J. Murray, sw; Warren Ware, 
JW ; Jacob Marston, TR; Edward P. Burnham, s; WiUard ·n. Bartlett, 

so; John Wescott, JD; Mark rnme, Mi\Ri James lr . Pillsbury, ss; Wm. 
Andrews, JS; Leander llryant, T. Number of members, 46; initiated, 9i 
rejected, 1 ; deceased, 2. 

Rising Virtue, ro, Bangor. Silas Alden, M; G. F. Sargent, sw; Jeremiah 
Fenno; JW; c. n. Pillsbury, CHAP; Joseph c. Stevens, TR; Samuel E . 
Perkins. s; Benjamin F. Mudgett, so; James H. Butler, JO; William H . 
Mills, MAR; Chandler Cobb. ss; Peter Spitz, JS; Simeon Everton. T. 

Number of members, 48; initiated, 13; deceased, 1. 
Cumberland, 12, Ne\i' Gloucester. Moses Plummer, M ; Timothy I I. Wey­

mouth. sw; john Jumper, JW; William Bums, 1 'R; A. M. Nutting. s; 
George W. Plummer, so; Benjamin W. Merriii,Jr>; John Preble, MAR; 

Solomon A. Plummer, ss; Z. A. Rowe, ;s; Peltiah Lyon, T. Number 

of members, 28; initiated, 4· 
Oriental, No. '3· Hridgton. Asa Warren, M: George Small, sw; Samuel An­

drews, 2d, JW: A. B. Pendleton, CHAI'; Geor~;:e Peirce, 'fR; Eben Kil­
born, s; Nathaniel Pease, so; GeorgeS. Farnsworth, JO; A.M. Savage, 
MAR ; Nathan Vreeman, ss; William B. Windsor, JS; E . L. 0 . Adams, 
T. Number of member~, 24 . 

Sola r, q, Bath. Uavid R. W ylie, M; George Ross, sw; John Matthews, 
JW; Moses Springer, CHA I'; Davis Hatch, TR ; John P. Allen, s; .Sam· 
uel Whitehouse. su: Malcolm McQuarrie, JO; K. R. Smilh, MAR; AI· 
fred Bolton. ss; Alfred V. Rogers, JS; John Young, T. Number of 

members, 56; initiated, '5· 
Orient, 15. Thomaston. 0. ). Femald, M ; E. ll. Hinkley. sw; Henry Dock · 

ham, JW; Isaac Sawyer. CIIAI'; Robert \Valsh, 1'R; 1:!. A. Lowell, s; 

George F. Carr, SD; George Crawford, Jll; ]. D. 'Barnard, MAR; Geo. G. 
Merrick, ss; John McDonald, ;s; T. R. Hewett, '1'. Number of mem· 
bers, 47; initiated, I J ; suspended, 1 ; deceased, 1. 

St. George's, 16, 'Varren. James Teague. M: James Andrews, sw; Edmund 
B. A !ford, JW; John Miller, CHAI'; Stodard Hoswortli, TR; James S. 
Cobb, s; Robert Davis, so; Ja111es Ki•k, JO; Alden M. Wetherbee, 
MAR; William II. Wetherloee, ss; Alexander Spear, JS; Francis Spear, 
T. Number of members, 31; initiated, 6; deceased, 1. 

Ancient .Land-Mark, 17, Portland. Stevens Smith, M; William Andrews, sw; 
Andrew P. Stinson, JW; Chas. Fobes, Tit; lra Berry, s; Warren Phillips\ 
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so; Oliver H . Perry. JO; LeviS. Brown. SENT; Joseph H. Webster, ss; 
William A. Pearce, JS; Amos E. Howell, T. Number of members, 128; 
initiated, 20; rejected, 2: decea.~ed, 2 . 

. Oxford, 18, Paris. Alden Palmer, M; Oti~ True, sw; Benjamin Greeley, JW; 

Wm. Foster, TR; George W. Millett. s; Sylvanus Cobb, Jr., so; Jona· 
than Blake, JD; Uavid F. Noyes, MAR; Elias H. Bemis, ss; Ceylon 
Watson, JS; Geo. W. Sholes, T. Nutnber of members, 38; initiated, 20; 
rejected, 1. 

Felicity, 19, Bucksport. John H. Sherman, M; Charles II . Rice,sw; Thomas 
B. Emery, JW; Samuel Carter, 1'R; james B. Parker, s; James B. Me· 
Kinley, so; Samuel Dorr, JO; Horace· P. Fifield, ss: I l o:~~ea Orcutt, JS; 

Peter Stephenson, 1'. Number of members, 34; initiated, 17. 
Maine, 20, Wilton. James C. Harper, M; G. ,V, Chase, sw; S. B. Walker, 

JW; J. T. Taylor, 'l'R; J.D. Prescott, s; A. Bailey, so; D. Daisey, JU; 

Nathaniel Damrell,ss; P. E. Norton,JS; ). H. Willard,T. Numberof 
members, 24; initiated, 7· 

Oriental, 21, Livermore. Reuel Washburn, M; Peter T. Hathaway. sw: 
Aaron Coolidge, JW; Moses Stone, CHAP; Otis Pray, TR; Gideon Ellis, 
s; Isaac S. Daily, so; John D. Hodge, JD; Francis F. Haines, MAR; 

Daniel Austin, ss; Asa Austin, JS; Ebenezer Hinds, T. Number of 
members, 4 1 ; initiated, 7· 

York, 22, Kennebunk. Amos Lunt, M; 01in Kimball, sw; Alvah Cook, JW; 

l'aul ) unkins. TR; George B. Littlefield, s; John II. Ferguson, SLl; John 
T. Hrown, JD; E. C. Stevens, MAR; Eben Hodge, ss; R. C. Raynes, JS; 

A I fred Littlefield, T. ' umber of members, 22; initiated, 3; deceased, 1. 
Freeport, z3, Freeport. john Collins, M ; Samoa! Thing. sw; William A. 

Mitchell, JW; William R. Kendall, TR: james M. Smythe, s; ]. L. Kel · 
sey, so; William M. Curtis, JD; R. R. Kendall, MAR; Thomas Chase. 
ss; Davis Randall, JS; joseph Dillingham, T. Number of members, ~s: 
irritiated, 1 ; rejected, 1. 

Phrenix, 24, Belfast. llirnm Chase, M; Cornelius Hi11ds, sw; Alden D. 
Chast, JW; W. 0. Poor, CHA I'; j osiah Farrow, TR; Ushea Page, s; Sal)'\ · 

uel II. Walker, so; William Holt, JO; J. S. Noyes, MAR; j. G. Sumner, 
ss; John F. Shepard, JS; Ezekiel Burges, T. Number of members, 44; 
initiated, 17; rejected, 3· 

Adoniram, 25, Limington. John B. Sweat, M; Isaac H. Libby, sw; William 
Dimock, JW; Charles F. Osborn, CHAP ; Moses E . Sweat, TR; Arthur 
McArthur, s; James McArthur, sn; William M. McArthur, JD; Benjamin 
C. Libby, MAR; Asa C. Libby, ss; Horace A. Pike, JS; Thomas B. Lord, 
'1'. Number of members, 46; initiated, 6; deceased, 1. 

Northern Star, 28, North Anson. Moses Moore, M; Albert Moore, sw; joel 
!~letcher, JW; Benjamin Steward, TR; Rodney Collins, s; Calvin L. 
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Getchell, so; Walter Spaulding. JD; Moses M. Thompson, MAR: Robert 
Moore, ss; Warren Colby, JS; john A. Fletche~, T. Number of mem· 
bers, 12; initiated, 2. 

Tranquil, 29, Dam•ille. Augustus Callahan, M; Thomas A. D. Fes~enden, 
sw; Robert H. Ro~e. JW; Jordan K. Piper, CHAP; Jacob Herrick. 'I'R ; 

Dan Read, s; Alon1-Q Andrews, so; Charles C. Niebuhr, JD; William 
II. Waldron, MAR; john G. Cook, ss; William W. Wood,JS; Horatio 
L. Beeman, T. Number of members, 62; initiated, 16. 

l31azing Star, 30, Rumford. William Frost, M; David H. F'arr.um, sw; Ivry 
A. Putman, JW ; Elbridge G. Dunn, CHAP; David Kimball, TR; James N. 
Brickett, s; Aaron). Abbott, sn; Samuel R. Chapman, JD; Alvan Bol· 
ster, MAR; james M. Dolloff, ~s; George G. Bragg, JS; Farnum A bl>Ott, 
T. Number of members, 19: initiated, 5; rejected 1. 

Union, 31, Union. George Littlehale, ~~ ; Charles F. Blake, sw; joseph lri~h, 
JW; John W. Lindley, CHAP; William G. Hawes, TR; Miles S. Crawford, 
s; William Gleason, so; Joseph Vaughan, Jl'l; Ebenezer Cobb, MAR; 

john Williams, ss; William Leghr, JS; Eben W. Adams, T. Number of 
members, 5 1 : initiated, 5; deceased, 1. 

H ermon, 32, Gardiner. james McCurdy, M; Daniel C. Palmer, sw; Thomas 
Hrierry, JW; ]. T. Smart, TR; Reuel T. l\'faxcy, s; ,lames M. <.:olson. sn; 
Charles II. Oavi~<, Jll; Moody Palmer, ss; Nathaniel M. Neal, JS; John 

Brown, T. Number of members, 49; initiated. 12 ; rejected, 1 ; sus· 
pended, 1. 

Waterville, 3.1· Waterville. Jeremiah Arnold, M; Silas M. Buck, sw; Theo· 
dore E. Crommett, JW; Calvin Gardner, CHA.P; William L. M:oxwell, 'l'R; 

Edward H . Pipt:r, s; Wadsworth Chipman, :..u: E. S. "Bradford, JO; 
Theodore 0. S;Htnders, MAR ; 0. Cromwell Tozier, 'ss; George W. Lin· 
coin, JS; Stephen Tozier, T. Number of members, 33; initiated, 7 ; re· 
jected, 1 ; deceased. 1. 

Somerset, 34• Skowhegan. Benjamin P. Pearson. M; Amasa B. Pratt, sw; 
A. D. Murray, JW; Francis Drew, CtrAP; John Whitten, TR; Joseph 
Philbrick, s; A. Wyman, so; Paoli H . Steward, Jt>; E. H. Neil, MAR ; 

Francis Seveno, ss; Bryce M. lfight, JS; James l' ratt, Jr. , '1'. Number 
of members, 55; initiated, 2. 

Bethlehem, 35• Augusta. Daniel C. Stanwood, M; Elias G. Hedge, sw; 
GeorgeS. Mulliken. JW; Mosel\ E. Ham len, TR; Charles H . Mulliken, s; 
Amasa Kelley. Sl>; Samnel Sears. JD; ]. A. Pettengill, MAR; Freeman 
W. Albee, ss; Llewellyn Sturgi~, JS: )oshua. Rollins, T . Number of 
members, 48 ; initiated, 6; rejected, t . 

Ca.~co Lodge, 36, \ ' armouth. Nicholas Drinkwater, M ; James C. Dill, SW; 

Samuel Gooding, JW; George Woods, CflAP; Mathias Allen, TR; A. P. 
C. Winslow, s; j ohn E. Btooks, so; Daniel M. Stubbs, JD; George 
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Bruce, ss; William Seabury, JS; ·E. Young, T. Number of members, 42; 

Initiated. t6; suspended, 1. 
Washington, 37• Lubec. John C. Talbot, Jr., M; Levi Caswell, sw; George 

T . H unter, JW; joseph Sumner, TR; Taft Comstock. s; Samuel Star· 
bird. so; William J. Goodwin, JO; Samuel A. Lawrence, ss; Salathiel 
E. Nickerson. JS; john Davidson, T. Number of members, 48; initiated, 

25. 
Harmony. 38. Gorham. Merrill T homas, M; Thomas J. Hasty, sw; Jonas 

Raymond, JW; Horace J. Bradbury, CHAP; George Warren, TR; Chris· 
topher Way, s; Freeman Harding. so; S imon E. Mcr...ellan. JO; Richard 
P. j ennes!l, MAR; Jonathan Leavitt, ss; George W. Lowell, JS; George 
I~ Darling, T. Number of members, 68; initiated, 6. 

Penobscol. 39, Dexter. Thomas Bro",'• M; Thomas E. Rogers, s\v; John 
Martin, Jr., JW; Levi C. Morgan, TR; Josiah Crosby. s; Reuben Flan· 
ders, so; Enoch Bunker, JD; John M. Mitchell, ss; W. S. Allen, JS; 

James Shepherd, T. Number of members, 67 ; initiated. 7; deceased, 1. 
Lygonia, 40, Ellsworth. Spofford P. Thomas, M; William Mayhew, sw ; 

Benjamin F. Thoma.•. JW; Seth Padelford, TR; John Q. A. Hawes, s; 
William Somerby, so; Israel M. Clay. JO; Charles H. Barton, MAR; 

John S. Ober, ss; A. G. Brooks, JS; Charles II. Barton, T, Number of 
members, 34; initiated, 11 ; rejected, t ; suspended. 2; expelled, 1 ; de· 
ceased, t. 

F(eedom, 42, Limerick. William Cobb, M; Aaron N. Bradbury. sw; Charles 
D. Staples, JW; Robert Cole, Til; Gilman J,ougee, s; Henry Merrill, so; 
George Roberts. JU; Gideon Straw, ss; Ira S. Libby, JS; Abner Libby, 
T. Number of members, 18; initiated, 4; deceased, 2. 

A Ina, 43• Damariscotta. Everet W. S1etson, M; Daniel A. Campbell, sw; 
Thoma~ Dearing, JW; E. H . Small, CHAP; William ll itchcock, TR; Isaac 
Chapman, s; D. A. P. Weeks, so; Peabody Simmons, JO; Robert Dixon, 
MAR; Benjamin E. Lombard, ss; Hiram Hatch. JS; D. B. Catl:lnd, T. 

Number o( members, s8 ; initiated, t8; suspended, I ; deceased. I. 

Piscataquis, 44• Milo. David Shepherd, M; Edward Nason, sw; Abner Ford, 
JW; Jo~eph Cha.~e. TR: Russell Kittredge, s; William H . S tinchfield, so; 
Jame:! M. Burton. JO; A. A. Rich:lrds. 1'. Number of member!<; 12. 

Central. 45· China. Amasa Taylor, Jr., M; Charles Taylor, sw; Mark Rol· 
!ins. Jr., Jw; Alfred• Fletcher, TR; 0. W. Wa.~hhorn, s; Daniel W. Grif· 
lin, sn; john T. Maine, JD; Alvah Marden, MAR; F. McLaughlin, ss; 
Esty N. n oe, JS; William M. Maxfield, T. Number of memhers, 32; 
initiated. 11. 

St. Croix, 46. Cal~is. M. Hasting-;, M; John Manning, sw; Seth Townshend, 
JW; G. W. Durell, CHA I'; Seth Emerson, TR; A. Y. Paterson, s; John 
N. Nash, so; Jacob B. Hall , JO; W. W. Byram, MAR ; .William E. 
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Woodcock, ss; S.· T. Waldron, JS; William 1\fcHenery, T. Number of 

members, 6z; initiated, 32; det:eased, 3· 

Dunlap (late Buxton), 47• lliddeford. F. D. Edgerly. M ; Charles Morgan, 
sw; Lewis B. Week s. JW; Arthur Caverno. CHA I'; Daniel B. Emerson, 

TR; John Elden, s; Joseph P. Adams, so; Tnomas K. Lane, JO; Rufus 

Small, MAR ; J . P. Scammon, ss; C nar;es A. Shaw, JS; William Horn· 

ham, T. Number of members, 25; initiated, 8; deceased I . 

Meridian Splendor, 49, Newport. Peleg H. Tracy, M ; Abel W. Chaben,sw; 

George W. Clark, JW; Thomas Clark, TR; Benjamin F. Furber, s; 

Tbomas Clark, Jr., sn; Jeremiah Tracy, Jr., JO; John B. l' rescott, ss; 

John J. Pilbbury, JS; John_ Holbrook, T. Number of members, 32; ini· 

tiated, 1 z ; rejected, 3· 
Aurora, so, Rockland. John C. Moody, M; Francis 111. Blackinton, sw; Or· 

rin P. Mitchell, JW; joseph 0. Skinner, CHAP; Constant Rankin, TR: 

Charles N. Germaine, s: Thomas Blackinton, so; John H. Perkins, J O; 

Benjamin B. Bean, MAR ; Lewis M. True, ss; Robert B. Arey, JS; Ben· 

jamin W. Blackinton, T . ~umber of members, 79; initiated, 39; rejected, 

5 ; deceased, 4. 

Mosaic, 52, Dover. James S. Wiley, M; Sands Bailey, sw; Charles M. 

Buck, JW; Caleb G. Robbins, CIIAP ; L. Chamberlain. TR; Philip S. 

Lowell, s; Edward P. Edes, so; Joel L. Barrows, J o; Elmer W. Harris, 

MAR; Samuel M. Sewall, ss; E. W. Gould, JS; C. M. Cobb, T. Num­

ber of members, 40; initiated, 9: rejected, z. 
Vassalborough, 54, Vassalborough. E. Small, Jr., M; Jobn Homans, sw; 

1 Iiram Pishon, JW; William P. Whitehouse, TR; Joseph E. Wing, s. 

Leander Toooy, s 1>; Jobn P. llu~sey,Jo : G. L. Randall, ss: William 

Ayers, JS; A. J. Getchell, T. Nomber of members, 21 ; initiated, 13. 

Fraternal, 55· Alfred. Jo~hua Herrick, M; Edward C hase, sw; Hiram N. 

Tripp, JW; Albert Lock, TR; William Trafton, S; B. J. Herrick, so; 

Abial r:arnham, JD; Samuel Trafton, T. Number of memoors, 14. 

Mount Moriah, 56, Denmark. William Pingree, M; Leonard K. Ingalls, sw; 

Joseph Bennett, JW; William ~· . Davis, TR; MarshallS. Gray, s; Levi 

P. Sawyer, Sll; Jonathan Iugalls, JD; Foster Trumbal, ss; Reuben 

Smith, JS; A . .F. Lowell, T. Number of members, 21; initiated, 5· 
Unity. 5g, Freedom. John Winslow, M; William Ross, sw: William Me· 

Gray, Jr., JW; josiah J . Brow~, CHAP; 1 I ale Parkhurst, TR; Thomas B. 

Hussey, s; James W eed. so; Haymond McManus, J o; William Steven· 
son, MAR: Benjamin Williams, ss; William Murray, JS; Jvory Lord, T. 

Number of members, 53; initiated, 21 ; rejected, 6; deceased, 5· 
Mount Hope, 59> Hope. Gilbert M. Ulackinton, M; Hiram Fiske, sw ; Jobn 

G. Fish, JW; Moses G. Metcalf, TR: Henry Hobbs, s; John Lermond, 

so; John T . Collins, JD; josiah Hobbs, MAlt; joseph Robbins, liS; John 
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Rackliff, JS; Marcus L. Hewett, T. Number of members, t6; initiated, 
I. 

Star in the East, 6o, Old Town. George H. Bartlett, M ; A sa Davis, sw; 
)antes H. Eaton, JW ; J. C. K nowhon, CB A r; Elias A. Bt:rry, 't'R; Solo· 
mon Moulton, s; A I bert F. llixon, so; William K ingsl.:y, J n; A I bert G. 
Button, MAR; Wiloby Smith, ss; llenry Averill, JS; Joseph Moulton. T. 

Number of members. 54; initiated, 7: rejected, 1. 

King Solomon's, 61, Waldoborough. Cyrus C. Atwell, m; William· Engley, 
sw; William Bearce, JW; Thomas Genthner, TK : john Balch, s; Lewis 
S. Soule, so: M. M. Rawson, JO; WilliamS. Cochran, ss; A. T. Moses, 
JS; Charles Vannah, T. 'umber of members, JO. 

King David's, 6z, Lincolnville. Minot Crehore, M; David J lowe, sw; Joseph 
Brewster, JW; Israel Dec row, TR; Henry Crehore, s; Austin D. Knight. 
so; David H. DectOw, JO; George M. Bragg. ss; Orlando Stevens, JS: 

James Perry, T. Number of members, t6; initiated, -z; decea11ed, 1. 

Richmond, 63. Richmond. Abial Libby, M; Joseph A. Southard, sw; Jona­
than S. Chapman, JW; Zina H. 131air, CHAP; William A. Ramsdell, TR; 

Abiel Avery, s; Hemry S. Chapman, so; james S. Campbell, Jn; 0. W. 
C. Chamberlin. MAR; Benjamin F. Stetson, ss; Otis Whitney, JS; ll enry 
W. Lawson. T. Number of members, 6c); initiated, 8; rejected, 3; de­

ceased, J· 
Pacific, 64, Exeter. James !I awes, M; David Barker, sw; Nathaniel E. 

Brown, JW; John Rogers, 1'K ; Paul M. Fisher, s; William Southard, so: 
Charles M. SpoQner, Jll; Jacob Bemis, ss; jonathan II ill, Js; Nathan 
Mooar, T. Number of members, 43; initiated, 7· 

J\-1 ystic, 65. Hampden. A. P. Warren, M: F. H. Phipps, sw; (). S. Stone, JW; 

·E. j. Dudley, TR; J. H. Stuart, s; H. Crosby, sn; D. Crockett, Jlt; P. 
W. Curtis, MAR; W. L. White, ss; N.C. Deering, JS; S. S. Garland, 'l', 
Number of members, 26; initiated, J· 

Mechanics, 66, Orono. H. H. Brackett, M; Wm. Towle, sw; 0. P. Merry· 
man, JW; H. C. Leonard, CHAP; John Dean, Til; W. E. Jones, s; David 
McMillan, so; P. T. Whitney, JO; N. F. Burrell , MAll; Hiram joy, ss; 

Thomas McMillan, JS; Benjamin M. Foss, T. ~umber of member~. 40; 

initiated, 10. 

Blue Mountain, 67, Phillips, Curtis Smith, M; Seward Dill, sw; llenry L. 
Whitcomb. JW; Silas B. Brackett, CUAl'; Epbra'im Rand, 'J'R; Samuel S. 
Lambert, s; Jonathan Cushman, sn; Lewis D. French, Jn; Timothy 
Perkins, ss; Samuel A. Blanchard, T. Number of members, 23; initi· 

ated 6. 
Mariner's, 68, Searsport. Albert H. Barnes, M; J. C. Pattee, sw; Eliab 

Stevens, JW; James Field, CHAI'; Alpbeus Field, TR; Charles H. Whit­
ney, s; Bradford McLanatban, so; Peter Sweetser, JO; Isaiah Blethen, 
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MAK; Marlboro Packard, ~s: Sllwel C. Viles, JS; Thomas N. Park, T . 

Number of members, 65: initiated, Z~-
Howard, 69, Frankfort. E. J . Bolan, M; H. G. Morgan, sw; H. A. Arey. 

JW; Richard Trevitt, Cll A I'; athaniel A I wood, TR; A. I~ Dennison, s; 

J. B. Little, Sll; E. II. ll opldn><. JD ; (~eorge Dunham, MAR; job Lor.:!, 

ss; john W. Pope, JS; john Wright , T. Number of members, 38: initi­

ated, ro: rejected,-!· 
Rising Sun, 71, Orland. A lien· Fra.~er, M; Nathan Emerson, sw; jesse Gard­

ner, JW; Stillman Cotton, TR; ll enry W. Gott, s; John R. Wardwell, 

so; John R. liross. Jll; Henjamin (;.Saunders, T. Number of members, 

30; initiated, 1 z. 
Pioneer, 72, Plantation No. 11. Joseph Pollard, M; Sanfield Reed, sw; Ira 

D. Fish, JW; KG. Docker, TR; R. G. Kallor.:h, s; Eben Trafton, Sll; 

William /\.Thurston, JO; lliram l:!rackett, ss; Stephen I'. Hewes, JS: 

C. S. Thurston, ·r. Number of members, :!5; initiated, 4-
Tyrian, 73• MinoL Daniel P. Atwood, M; S. B. Hutchins, sw; Clement 

Phinney, JW; Edmund Chase, CHAI' ; josiah Carr, TR; Weston F. 

Milliken, s; Augustus Colderman, sn; Charles L. Hackett, JD; Lorenzo 

Edgcomb, MAR; Solomon Atwood, Jr., ss; Willard W. Knight, JS: Na· 

thaniel flray, ·r. Number of members, 41; initiated, 11. 

l:!ristol, 74, Bristol. P.M. Wells, M: George U. Strout, sw; William Huston, 

JW; S. F. Strout, Cit AI'; James E rskine, TR; James Varney, s; James 

II. Varney, so; James Myers, JO; George F. Taber, MAR; Silas ·wood· 

bury, S-'>; George II. M uchmere, JS; Benjamin F. Taber, T. Number of 

· members, 26: initiated, zz; deceased, 1. 

Plymouth, 75• Plymouth. Daniel Stone, M; A. T. C. Dodge, sw; A. B. 

Chick, JW: Samuel Butman, CHAr; ). L. Drake, TR; W. L. Boyd, s; 
F. D. jenkins, so; L. H. Porter, JO; J. F . Jerrard, MAR; W . R. Soper, 

ss; john P. Eaton,JS; W. S. McNelley, T. Number of members, 19; 

initiated 1 1 ; rejected, 1. 

Arundel, 76, Kennebunk Port. Charles Goodwin, M; D. P. jefferds, sw; 

Samuel Pope, JW; Eukiel Robinson, cHAr; Benjamin F. Mason, 'l'R; 

H. H . Chadbourn, s: Woodbury Goodwin, so; _lames II. Tripp, JD; 

Clark Peterson, MAR; William Brooks, ss; Francis W. Gooding, JS; 

john S. Davis, T. Number of members, 23; initiated, 4· 

Tremont, 771 v. u., T remont. Acting officers. Benjamin Richardson, M; 

Andrew Tarr, sw; Levi B. Wyman, JW; S. G. Rich, TR; W. A. Spear, s i 

james L. Wilson, so; Jonathan Norwood, JD. Initiated 14. 

Crescent, 78, u. o., Pembroke. Acting officers. Bailes Atkinson, M; Thomas 
J . Sherman, sw; L. T . Reynolds, JW; P. MeA be, TR; Lewis L. Wads­

worth, Jr., s; ThomM Wilson, so; Alexander Cameron, JD; William 

Gribbin, T. Initiated, J· 
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Rockland, 79, u. o., Rockland. Acting officers. Ephraim Hall , M ; S. B. 

Perry, sw; G. W. Palmer, JW ; Zenas Colby, TR; T. K. Osgood, s ; 

William Farrow, so; Josiah Gatchell, JD; George J . 13urn~, ss ; R. C. 

Brann, JS. Initiated, 37· 
Key·Stone, So, u. D., Solon. Acting officers. 0. R. Bacheller, M; J. W . 

Adams, sw; C hris topher Thompson, JW; G. W. Fargo, C IIAI' ; Joel Col­

by, 'l' R; John Pie rce, s; S imon Ma)'nard, so; J. G. Thompson, JO; M. 

W. Burnham, MAll; Abner Dinsmore, ss; E. G. Savage, JS; Charles 
Crymble, T. Initiated, 2. 

Atlantic, 81, Portland. F reeman Bradford, M ; W. P. Preble, Jr., sw: 0. B: 

Dorrance, JW; Daniel Winslow, TR ; A. M. Burton, s; Franklin Fox, so; 

James N. Winslow, J O; John Russell, Jr., MAR; Thomas S. Condon, ss; 

Sewall Waterhouse, JS. Number of members, 26. 
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DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS. 

A L. ssss. 

rs t District, R. W . ISAAC DOWNING, of Kennebunk. 

2d JOSEPH COVEL L, of jay. 

Jd WILLIAM ALLEN, o f Portland. 

II EN R V <.: LA R K, of Wiscasset. 

ST EPIIEN WEBBER, of Gardiner. 

J O liN GL OVER, of Camden. 

4th 

5th 

6th 

7lh 

8th 

gth 

roth 

E . B. AVERILL, of Dover. 

SA MUEL C ARTER, of Bucksport. 

J O l i N <.: . TALBOT, of East Machias. 

JO liN II. WILLARD, of Wilton. 

TRUSTEES OF THE CHARITY FUND. 

A. D. I8SS· 

JOHN MILLER, G. M. 

JABEZ TR UE, D. G. M . 
.EZI{A B. FRENC H , S. G. W . 

WILLIAM K IMBA LL, J. G. W. 
C HARLES B. SMJTIJ , 1{. G. Sec. 

Ex Officio. 

JOIJN WILLiAMS, elected May 5• r853• for three years. 
J. M. C ROOKE!{, 

C HARLES MEGQUIER, 

G ILMAN LOUGEE. 
GEOHGE C RAWFO RD, 

One vacancy. 

7 

" 
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PE RMA NENT MEMBERS OF THE GRA ND 
LODGE. 

M. W. Wru.rAM KING,• 

SDION GREKNLEAI',• 

\VII.LIAM SWAN,• 

CHARLES Fox,• 

SAMUEL FESSENDEN, 

ROBERT P, DUNLAP, 

" NATHANIEL Col•'FIN, 

R EUEL WASIIIIURN, 

ABNER B. TIIOMI'SON, 

HEZEKIAH WILI.IAMS, 

THOMAS w. S~IITII,• 
JOHN T. PAINE, 

ALEXA~OER H. PUTNEY, 

}OSEI'H C. STEVENS, 

jOHN C. H UMI'IIREVS, 

FREEMAN llRADI'VRO, 

TIMOTHY CIIASE, 

jOHN MI I.I .ER, 

R. W . PELEC SrRAGUr-:, 

•.Deceased. 

AMOS NOURSI-:, 

DAViD C. MAGO UN, 

AsAI'H R. NICHOJ.S, 

]AMES L. C IIILO, 

ELISHA 1-IAROINC,• 

SAMUEl. L. VALt;NTINE,• 

jOHN L. l\h:GQU I ER,• 

(; EORCE TIIATCII ER, 

jOEL MII. I. ER,• 

STEPHEN Wt:IIDI':R, 

FRYE H ALL,• 

\'IILLIAM SOMERBV, 

THOMAS B. )OIINSTON, 

P.G. M. 

G. M. 
P. D. G. M. 

P.S.G. W. 

P. ]. G. W. 
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SECRETARIES OF AMERICAN GRAND LODGES. 

States. Names. P. 0. Address. 
Alabama, A MANO P. l'F'ISTER, Montgomery 
Arkansas, T. D . MERRICK, Little Rock 
California, LEVI STOWELL, San Francisco 
Conn.:cticut, E. G. STORER, New Haven 
Delaware, DANIEL E. \'VOLFE, Wilmington 
District of Columbia, SAMUEl. T. SHOGER"l', Washington 
Florida, }<>HN B. TAYLOR, Tallahassee 

Georgia, SIMRI ROSE, Macon 
Illinois, H. G. REYNOLDS, Knoxville 
Indiana, FRANCIS KING, Indianapolis 
Iowa, T. S. PARVIN, Muscatine 
Kentucky. PHll.ll' SWIGERT, Frankfort 
Louisiana, SAMUt:l. G. RISK, New Orleans 
Maine, CHARLES B. SMITH, Portland 

Maryland, )OSEI'tl ROBINSON, Baltimore 
Massachusetts, CHARLES W. MOORE, Boston 
Michigan, }AMES I'ENTON, Detroit 
Minnesota, jOHN GF.ORGE LENNON, St. Paul 
Mississippi, WILI.IAM P. MEI.LEN, Natchez 
Missouri, A. O'SULLIVAN, St. Louis 
New Hampshire, HoRACE CHAsE, Hopkinton 

New Jersey, }OSENI 11. HOUGH, Trenton 
New York, }AMES M. AUSTI:-1, New York 

North Carolina, WtLI.lAM T. BAIN, Raleigh 
Ohio, }OliN D. CALDWELL, Cincinnati 
Oregon, BENJAMIN STARK, Portland 

Pennsylvania, Wll.l.lAM ll. ADAMS, Philadelphia 

Rhode Island, Wll.LlAM C. BARKER, Providence 

South Carolina, ALBERT G. MACKEY, Charleston 
Tennessee, CIIARl.t:S A. FULLER, Nashville 
Texas, A. S. RUTHVEN, Houston 
Vermont, }OliN B. HOLLENBECK, Burlington 
Virginia, jOH:-1 DOVE, Richmond 

Wisconsin,. WILLIAM R. SMITH, 1\Iineral Point 
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FOREIGN GRAND BODIES. 

Names. Grand !)ecretaries. Addreos. 

U nited Grand Lodge of England, William 11. White, London 

P rov. Grand Lodge of Montreal and W . ll enry, Grant Powell, 

Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, 

Grand Orient of France, 

Grand Orient of Belgium, 

F. Richardson, 

Hubert . 

Rian Nedgrot, 

Montreal 

Toronto 

Paris 

Bruxelles 

Grand O rient of ll•azil, Joaquin da Gouvea. 

Grand O rient H espedc of Spain, 

Grand Orient of Passos Manuel, Oporto. 

Grand Lodge .of St. John, Scotland, 

Grand Lodge of I reland. 

l' rov. Grand Lodge of ' o rth Munster, Ireland. 

Prov. Grand Lodge of Munster, Cork, Ireland. 

Prov. Grand Lodge of Londonde rry, Ireland. 

Grand Lodge of Frankfort on the 1\Iaine. 

Grand Lodge of I lanover. 

Grand Lodge of Hesse Darmstadt. 

Grand National Lodge of H olland. 

Grand Lodge of Three Globes of Prussia, 

Grand National Lodge of Germany, 

Grand National Lodge of Sweden. 

Coriolan. 

W . A. Laurie. 

E. C. P. Even. 

D. G. Bush. 

Grand National Alpine Lodge of S witz.edand, J. Hogenbuch. 

Grand H elvetic Roman Di''Y of Switzerland. 

Grand Royal York Lodge of Prussia. 

Luis l'aimare Lodge of Portugal. 

G rand Lodge of Saxony. 

Grand Lodge of Denmark. 

Grand Lodge of the Sun of Bavaria. 

Provincial Grand Lodge of Bahia. 

1\I. C. Uier. 
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~ 1856 "Y"-

ANNUAL COMM UNI CA TION. 

The Annual Communication of the G rand Lodge of Maine was 

holden at Masonic Ha ll , in the city of Portland, on the first 

Thursday in May, •856, being the first . day of said month, at 9 

o'clock, A. M. 

M.W. JOH MILLER, 

R. W. JABEZ TRUE. 
WM. P. PREBLE, JR., 

DANIEL K . Kio: 1 NEO\', 

MOSES DODGE. 

C H ARLES B. SMITH, 
W .& Re,•. C YRUS CUMM INGS. 

w. 
CYR!Jj PEARL, 

S. ·B. DOCK HAM, 

E. G. RAWSON, 

HIRAM C II ASE, 

OCTAVI US A. MERRILL, 

Bro. JO LI N DATN, 

(;rand Master; 

Deputy Grand Master ; 

os Senior Grand Warden; 

os Junior Grand \Varden; 

Grand Treasurer ; 
Recording Grand Secretary; 

Grand Chaplain; 

Grand Marshal; 

G rand Senior Deacon ; 

G rand Junior Deacon; 

Grand Steward; 

Grand Tyler. 

T he Grand Lodge was opened in ample form, with prayer by 

Rev. CvRJ L P KAR J,, Grand Chaplain . ~ 

The Grand Master appointed a Committee on Credentials, con­

sisting of Bros. John }. B~ll , of Carmel ; Octavius A. Merrill, of 

Brunswick; and .Edward P. Burnham, of Saco ;-who having at­

. tended to the examination of credentials, presented the following 
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REPORT. 

IN GRAND LODGE Of' MAINE, } 
MASONIC HALL, PORTI.AND, May I, 1856. 

The Committee on Credentials, having attended to the duties assigned 
them, a$k leave to report, that they find the lodges in this jurisdiction repre-. 
sen ted as follows: 

1 Portland, by Henry C. LO\·ell, \VM; Joseph Fowler, SW; N. L. Purin-
ton, JW. 

2 Warrm, by F. L. Talbot, SW. 
3 Lhtcobt, by Daniel K. Kennedy, WM; George Wood, Pr.oxy. 
5 Kmnebu, by F.). Day, WM. 
6 Amity, by E. G. Knigltt, S W; Samuel Chase, Proxy. 
7 Eastern, by Samuel Kyle, WM. 
8 United, by George W. Chase, WM. 
9 Saco, by Timothy J. Murray, WM; Edward P. Burnham, SW; Elijah 

Smith, Proxy. 
10 Rising- Virtue, by G. F. Sargent. SW; jeremiah Fenno, JW; Silas Alden, 

Proxy. 
12 Cttmberlaud, by Timo. I-L Weymouth, WM. 

13 Odmtal, by A.M. Savage, Proxy. 
14 Solar, by John Mathews, SW; J. T. furber, JW; Thomas W. Lucas, 

Proxy. 

15 Orimt, by 0. ]. Fernald, WM. 
16 St. Georg-e's, by· Stephen B. Dockham, WM; Alden M. \\'etherbee, SW. 
17 ·Auciwt Landtnark, by Stevens Smith, WM; A. P. Stinson, SW; George 

Haslet, JW. 
18 Oxford, by Alden Palmer, J'roxy. 
19 Felicity, by Thomas B. Emery, SW. 
20 Maine, by S. B. Walker, JW; J. G. Hoyt, Proxy. 
21 Oriental Star, by David G. Plummer, Proxy. 
22 York, by Orin Kimball, WM. 
23 Freeport, by John Collins, W M; Wm. A. Mitchell, ]W. 

24 Phamix, by Cornelius Hinds, '\lvM; Alden D. Chase, SW; Samuel H. 
Walker, JW. 

26 Villag-e, by George W. Tincker, WM; J. C. Adams. ]W. 

27 Adoniram, by Arthur McArthur, Proxy. 
29 7ranquil, by Au~stus Callahan, WM; A. H. Small, SW; Charles C. 

Niebuhr, JW. 
30 Blazing- Star, by Stephen Berry, Proxy. 
32 Hermon, by D. C. Palmer, WM; J. M. Col~on, SW; J. McCurdy, Proxy. 
33 Waterville, by J . H. Drummond, WM. 
34 So11ursct, by A. D. Murray, JW; joseph Philbrick, Proxy. 
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35 Bethltltem, by Elias G. !l edge, WM ; G. S. Mulliken, S W ; Mel\'in Pills· 

bury, JW. 

36 . Casco, by J. M. Bucknam, Proxy. 
38 Harmony, by Merrill Thoma.~. W M ; J. I. Stevens, Proxy. 

40 Lygonio, by 0. P. Lake, WM; U. F. Thomas, S\V . 

43 A/no, by Valentine R. Oakes. Proxy. 

44 Pisrotoqnis, by Wm. I!. S tinchfield, WM . 

45 Cmtrnl, by Charles Taylor, W.M. 

46 St. Croix, by Francis Williams, Proxy. 

47 Dunlop, by 1'. 0. Edgerly, WM; J. P. Scammon, Proxy. 

4$ La Fayetli', by Dana B. Fogg, Pmxy. 

49 Meridian Splendor, by j ohn Henson, JW. 

50 Aurora, by John C. Moody, WM ; Benjamin B. Hean, Proxy. 

52 llfomic, by E. B. Averill, P roxy. 

54 Vassa/bonmglt, by j ohn l l omans, WM; E. Small, Jr., Proxy. 

56 llfount Jlforia/t , by Levi P. Sawyer, WM . 

58 Uttil)r, by James W eed, WM. 
59 Jlfotmlllope, by John Lermond, \VM . 

6o Star in tlu East, by Solomon Moulton, Proxy. 

(; , Ai'nJr Solom on's, by M. M. Raw;;on, Proxy. 

(;z King David's, by David I-I owe, S W. 
63 Nidnlloutl, by jona. S. Chapman, WM; D. W. C. Chamberlin, SW; 

] . .M. Kelly, J'.V. 
64 Parific, hy David Barker, WM. 

65 Jlfystir, hy George Bradley, Proxy. 

66 JJfultonia', by H . H . Brackett, S W. 

68 llfarimrs'. by Albert II. Barnes, Wl\1 ; 

69 J:IO?uat'fl, by 1-Ienry G. Morgan, WM . 

71 Nisin.r: Sun, by Nathan Emerson, W M. 

• 

Eliab Steven~, SW. 

73 Tyrion, hy Daniel P. Atwgod, WM ; Solomon Atwood, Proxy. 

74 Bristol, by james 11. Varney, WM. 

75 Plymouth, by Asa H eath, Proxy. 
76 Arwulcl, by Samuel Pope, WM; D. P. Je fferd~. Proxy. 

79 Rockland, by Josiah Gatchell, SW. 
So K~ Sto1u, by 0. R. Bacheller, WM. 

S r Atlaulie, by W. P. Preble, WM ; Franklin Fox, S W. 

The Committee furthe r report, that the following named Permanent Mem-

bers are present: 
ABNER B. THOMPSON, 

J. C. STEVENS, 

STEI'IIEN WED BRR, 

W u.I.JAM SoM&Rrrv, 

Past Grand Master; 

Past Grand Master ; 

Past Junior Grand Warden; 

Past Junior Grand Warden; 
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And Grand Officers as follows, to wit: 

JOHN M IU.RR, 

}ABEZ TRUE, 

M OSES DODGE, 

CHARLES B. SMITH, 

AU,F.N llAlNES, 

CYRUS CUMMINGS, 

CYRil. PEARl~ 

S. B. DOCKHAM, 

E. G. RAWSON, 

HtRA~I CHAS E, 

0. A. MERRIL~ 

jOHN J. BELL, 

jOHN OAIN, 

M. W. Grand Ma!lter. 
R. W. Deputy Grand Master. 

Grand Trea.~urer. 
Recording Grand Secretary. 
Corresponding Grand Secretary 

W. and Rev. Grand Chaplain. 

W. Grand Marshal. 
" Grand Senior Deacon. 
" Grand Junior Deacon. 

'' Grand Steward. 
" Grand Sword Bearer. 

Grand Tyler. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOHN .J. BELL, ~ 
OCTAVIUS A. l\fE,RIULL, Comndttee. 
EDWAitO P. BUitNIIAM, 

Which report was received and adopted by the Grand Lodge. 

The following papers were presented, and laid on the table; 

and were. sybsequently referred to the Committee on Grievances 

and Appeals: 

An attested copy of Proceedings in Ancient Landmark Lodge, 
relative to the suspension of Bro. William Andrews: 

An attested copy of Proceedings of Portland Lodge, relative to 
the expulsion of Bro. James R. Milliken : 

An attested copy of Proceedings had in Meridian Splendor 
Lodge, relating to the expulsion o£ Bro. Orin Footman: 

Attested copies of Proceedings in Lygonia Lodge, and of p11pers 
relating to the expulsion of Bro. James Belcher: 

Papers relating to differences between St. Croix Lodge, C11lais, 
and Union Lodge, St. Stephens, N. B. 

The M. W. Grand Master then announced the following 
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STANDtNC COMMTTTEEg. 

Ott .Dispe,satimls atld Cha•·te•·s. 

ELIAS G. HEDGE, TIMOTHY J. MURRAY, and DANIEL K. KENNEDY. 

On 1Joi1tgs of the G1·a11d O.ffiu•·s. 

WM. P. PREBtE, )R., M. M. RAWSON, and ARTHUR McARTHUR. 

Ott Returus. 
SAMUEL. KYLE, ) OHN C. MOODY, and STEVENS SMITH. 

Ott Griroauces a1td Appeals. 

HIRAM CHASE, )EREMIAH FENNO, and FRANKLIN Fox. 

0" the Pay .Roll. 

G. F. SARGEN'l', SAMUEL POPE, and )OHN BENSON. 

The following Address was then read by the M. W. Grand 

Master: 

ADDRESS OF TRE GRAND MASTER. 

BRETHU:N OF TilE GRA!'jO LoDGE:-

Another year has passed away, and we a1e again permitted to assemble in 

this place, solemnly dedicaled to Masonry, virtue and universal benevolence. 

And, amid the variops subjecls that agitate the public· mind, all of which are 

calculated to estrange on~ from the other, let us rejoice that there is one place, 

where we can with one common consent, lay them all aside, and greet each 

other as brethren. 

The rapid flight of years, is calculated to remind us that our sands are fast 
running out, and that this com·ocation, with some present, will, in all proba­

bility, be our last; but whose turn it may be, is not for us to know. But let 

us rest assured, that, if we live according to the true prillet}lu of this our 

time-honored institution, when called to go, our GRAND MAS<fER in Heaven 

will greet us with, "well done, good and faithful servants." 

It affords me peculiar satisfaction to see so many brethren, from different 

parts of the state, assemble on this occasion; and now, brethren, let it be the 

desire of each one, that such a spirit of kindness, forbearance, and brotherly 

love, may be manifested in all our transactions, that we n~ay have occasion to 

say," behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together 

in unity!" 
Within our own jurisdiction, nothing has occurred withir. the past year, to 

my knowledge, ( with some slight exceptions,) to mar that universal peace and 

harmony that ought to characterize our noble order. 

rapidly advancing, but ha~ taken an elevated position. 

Masonry is not 01ily 

The great body of the 
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fraternity are actuated by the noblest impulses, and are awakened to new con­

victions of mas~nic duties and obligations. And if there is danger of this our 

noble institution ever being brought into disrepute, from any one cause, more 

than from all o thers, that cause will be fo r the want of proper care in the ad­

mission of members. As this will probably Joe the last time that I shall be 

permitte:l to address you in the capacity I now do, the representatives of lodges 

now present, will permit me to give them one word of advice, and that is, 

never, never suffer the object of increasing your numbers, br your funds, to 

indue!! you to receive a doubtful character. And if yon wish to have intelli · 
gent, well -info rmed ~1asons, never be in haste in conferring the degrees. One 

degree in a month. (except on special occasions,) is as much as \\:ill be profi t · 

able for the brother receiving them. 

Many qnestions have been submitted to me during the year, in regard to 

masonic jurisprudence, all of which 1 have an~wered to the best of my abil· 
ity; and I ha,•e felt the need of some standard and appro,•ed work on lhis 

subject; and I would respectfully recommend, that the Grand Lodge take 

meas ures t.o have a work compiled and approved by the Grand Lodge. S uch 

a work would be an inva.luable acquisition to our library, and of great value 

to every subordinate lodge. 

I have, during the year, appointed three G rand Lecturers, viz: Brethren S. 

B. Dockhatr., of Warren ; G. W . C hase, of Brnns\\~Ck; and T . J. Murray, of 

Saco; and they will be prepared to exemplify the work and lectures, o r any 

portion thereof, nefore the G rand Lodge, if required so to do. 

I have formed a new Masonic District, being No. ro, and made some alter­

ation in some other Dis tricts, all of which has been done by the earnest re· 

<JU est of lodges and brethren particularly interested, all of which ~ill appear, 

by the returns of the several District Deputy Grand Masters. 

On the 25th day of May, I extended the dispensation to C rescent Lodge, 

at Pembroke, to the present meeting of the Grand Lodge. 
On the 15th of June, 1 specially appointed M. W . R. P. Dunlap, to fo rm 

and open a Grand Lodge, consecrate and dedicate Key Stone Lodge. at Solon, 

and install its officers; which service was performed on the 27th of June, in 

public, and a return of his doings has been made. 
On the 24th of July, 1 fo rmed and opened a Grand Lodge at Rockland, 

assisted by W . S. B. Dockham, and the officers and rnembers of Aurora 

J.odge, and solem~ly constituted Rockland Lodge, and installed its officers. 

O n the 27th of July, I granted a dispensation to certain bre thren to form 

and open a lodge in St. George, County of Lincoln, by the name of Eureka 

Lodge; th!l application was accompanied by the recommendation of the near­

est lodge, and the approval of the District Deputy Grand Master, and the dis­

pensation is returnable at the present session. 

On tbe zd of August, I specially apointed M. Vf. R. P. Dunlap to form and 
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open a Grand Lodge, and lay the foundation stone ol a public building in 
~aco; which ~ervice was performed on the I 5th of August. 

On th .: 2oth of August, I renewed the dispensation to Hancock Lodge, at 
Tremont, and made it returnable at the present ~ession. 

On the 27th of August, l granted a dispensation to certain brethren, to form 
and open a lodge in South Berwick, by the name of St. John's Lodge. Seven 
of the (>ctitioners were members of St. john's Lodge, fo rmerly held in that 
place; their charter surrendered to the Grand Lodge, and I recommend that 
said charter be restored. if not inconsistent with any masonic usage or custom. 

On the 16th of September, I specially appointed R. W. J. C. Talbot to form 
and open a Grand Lodge, and dedicate a Masonic hall at Lubec, and install 
the officers of Washington Lodge. 

On the 27th day of October, I granted a !li~pensation to certain brethren 
to fonn and open a lodge at Rockport, County of Waldo. by the name of St. 
John's Lodge. The application was accompanied by the requisite recom· 
mendation of the nearest lodge, and the approval of the District Deputy 
Grand Master, and the dispensation is returnable at the present session. 

On the 12th of November, I llpecially appointed M. W. R. P. Dunlap to 
publicly install the officers of Richmond Lodge, at Richmond, which service 
was perfom1ed on the 19th of November, a return of which has been made. 

On the zoth of November, l specially appointed W. S. :B. Dockham to pub· 
licly install the officers of St. Georgt-'s Lodge, at Warren, which ~ervice was 
performed on the 22d of November, a return of which has be<>n made. 

On the 1st day of December, I specially appointed W. S. B. Dockham to 
publicly install the officer~ of Aurora Lodge, at Rockland, a relllon of which 
has been made. 

On the roth of January, l specially appointed M. W. R. P. Dunlap to pub· 
licly install the officers of llarmony Lodge, at Gorham, which ser"ice was 
performed on the ud of January. 

On the 12th of January, I specially appointed W. S. B. Dockham to puh­
licly ins~all the officers of Bristol Lodge, at Bristol, which service was per· 
formed on the r6th of january. 

On the r6th of January, I specially appointed M .. W. R. P. Dunlap to form 
and open a Crane! Lodge. and publicly dedicate a Masonic hall at Gardiner. 

On the 6th of February, I granted a dispensation to certain brethren to 
form and open a lodge in the city of Bangor, by the name of St. John's Lodge. 
The 'application was accompanied by the requisite recommendation of the 
nearest lodge, and the approval of the District Deputy Grand Master, and the 
dispensation is returnable at the present session. 

On the zzd of February, I granted a dist>ensation to Richmond Lodge, to 
confer the degrees in the gift of the lodge on Rev. Daniel Clark, sooner than 
the time prescribed by the Grand Lodge. 
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On the 1st day of March, I granted a dispensation to certain brethren to 

form and open a lodge at Saccarap1>a, in the town of Westbrook, County of 

Cumberland, by the name of Temple Lodge. The application was accom­

panied by the requisite recommendation of the nearest lodge, and the approval 
of the District Deputy Grand Master, and the dispensation is returnable at 

the present session. 

I have arrested the charter of the Union Lodge, at Union, for unmasonlc 

conduct, and have in my possession the charter and property belonging to 

said lodge; (for which T have given my accountable receipt,) to be restored 

to said lodge, or delivered to the Grand Treasurer, as theM. W. Grand Lodge 

may direct. 

The duties pertaining to the office of Grand Master, although pleasant, re­
quire more labor, care, and attention than l was aware of; those duties I have 

performed to the best of my ability, and it affords me great satisfaction to re­

flect that my brethren are of too genc:rous a disposition to severely censure, 
what they believe to have been well intended, although its want of merit and 

correctness, should prevent their being able to approve it. Almost fifty·three 

years of my life I have been connected with the .masonic institution; 1 have 

spent many pleasant hours with brethren, some of whom are gone while others 

live; 1 have received many tokens of their kind regard. Outing that period 

I have paid some attention, as my brethren all know, to the theory of Ma­

sonry; but have always fonnd the practical part of M'asonry, the hardest and 

most difficult to learn; and should l be inquired of, how that can be overcome 

and made less difficult, I know of no better answer or advice to give, than to 

set your standard of morals high. All aim for it, all strive to win the prize; 

and if any should seem to come short of it, as you prob~bly will, it may afford 

you some satisfaction to reflect' that God looks at the motive; and that, al­

though David was not permitted to build the· temple, yet he was blessed be­

cause he had it in his heart so to do. 

Brethren will please not consider me a candidate for any office in the Grand 

Lodge, for the year ensuing. 

JOHN MILLER, C.-and Mastel'. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the address of the M. W. Grand Master be referred to the 
Committee on Doings of the Grand Officers. 

The Grand Master reported, that he had arrested the Charter 
of Union Lodge, and requested that the subject might be referred 
to a speciai committee. Accordingly Bro's Bell, Dorrance and 
D. Barker were appointed a committee, to take into consideration 
all matters pertaining to the difficulties in Union Lodge. 
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The Grand Treasurer presented and ret~d l1is annual Report, as 

follows: 

To TilE M. \V. GRA ND L OUC I!. OF MAI N E. 

At the last Annual Communication of this Grand Body, a Resolve was 

passed instructing the Grand Treasurer to make up the accounts between the 

lodges composing the several Masonic Distric ts and the G rand Lodge, in a 

I .edger which had been prepared and commenced; but which had been neg· 

lee ted for many years. Although the action of the Grand Lodge in relation 

to this matte r does not appear in the printed proceedings; still knowing a11 I 

did what that action was, I did not feel at liberty to take any advantage of 

this fact and adopt the " do no thing " policy ; but at my earliest convenience 

I commenced the labor assigned to me. 

1 found, on examination of this " so called " " Treasurer's Account Book"­

that accountl! were there commenced between each Masonic District and the 

Grand Lodge, which accounts included in detail the name. of each lodge in the 

District-its location-Maste r's name-No. of members-No. of initiates­

amount of Fees fo r luitiation- amount of Annual Fees for members-total 

amount of Fees-with the name of the D. D. G. Master, and the Receipts for 

each yea r-said accounts were complete up to 1829 and t8JO, only-leaving 

the balante of twmty:fivtt yl!arr to be made up from the Returns, &c., on fi le. 

T soon found, on commencing the work that the materials were wanting- and 

th~ language of the resolve, (which was introduced by Rt. W. Bro. joseph 

Covell,) seemed to me very much like that of the King of Egypt, to the 

C hildren of Is rael, "Thus saith Pharaoh, I will not give y_ou straw. Go ye, 

get you st raw whe•e you can find it; yet not aught of your work shall be di· 

minished." 
I have searched in and about tht! Temple and among the rubbish- ran· 

sacked the archives of the G rand Lodge- and after spending such an amount 

of time and bestowing so much labor as I would not dartJ to give the total of 

if I could, lest my character as a nra~on for truth and veracity might suffer- ! 

have completed the wor·k, so fa r as 1 think it possible for it to be done, con· 

sidering the scardty of records and returns during the dark ages of Masonry, 

o r rather anti·l\la:<onry, and the long period of time which has since elapsed . . 

Of eighty-one lodges which were under the juris(liction o( the Grand Lodge 

in May, rSss. sixty-nine have mad.: returns and paid fees. Of the remainin11 

twelve, A tlantic Lodge was chartered at that date. llancock, No. 4-Pythag· 

o rean, No. 11 - Village, No. 26-1\'lo rning Star, No. 41-St. John's, No.5 r 

and ){ural, No. 53, have surrendered their charters. In accordance with a 

resolution of Grand Lodge adopted !\Jay, 1855· I have written to, and made 

inquiries concerning the o ther five lodges, and report- that King Hiram, o. 

57• surrendered their charter, with records, &c., in 1852 or 1853• toRt. W. 
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Cornelius Holland; but they have never been receivi~d by the Grand Treas­

urer and are probably lost. 

Temple, No. 25, has never resumed work, and has no ollicers. Rt. \V. 

Stephen Webber, in a note to me says," I will try to get them to resume work 

during the year or to surrender their charter." 

Of Steep Falls, No. 70, Bro. Wm. Paine, Secretary, says, "Steep Falls 

Lodge was consecrated July 4• 1853· Have bad no meeting since. In the 

earl)· part of the year 1854• Stephen C. Watson, Stn!or Warden, moved to 
l'ekin, Illinois, and carried with him our Charter, .lewels, Collars, and as we 

snpposc, Aprons. H e says we owe him, and refuses to give up the imple­

ments till he bas his pay. Eben'r H . McLellan; of" East Limington, was 

Mas ter." 

Fraternal, No. 55• made returns-was organized only a week or two before 

the annual meeting of the Grand Lodge, and paid no fees. 

Tremont, No. 77• .made their returns- returned their Dispensation also, paid 
the balance of their Charter fee, and asked for a Charter, which petition was 

referred to the Committee on Dispensations and Charters. No record of this 

o r any other succeeding action appears in the printed rroceedings. No fees 

were paid by said lodge for initiations. I wrote the Secretary of the lodge on 

this subject-have received no answer. As they had neither D ispensation nor 

Charter, I wrote M. W. C. Mas ter john Mille r, in relation to it. ln the case 

of this lodge "farther the deponent saith not." 

The Secretaries of Portland and Ancient Landmark Lodges, and Mt. Ver­

non Chapter have ~everally notified me that those bod.ies have voted, unani­

mously, to decline accepting any part of the fifty dollars, voted to be paid by 

the Grand Lodge toward the expense of fitting a new Masonic · Hall in Port· 

land. 

The note of Ssoo.oo which the Grand Lodge held against A~a and Seth 

Railey-and which was included in the funds of the Cr.111d Lodge as rt:ported 

last year-as the interest was unpaid for several years, 1 was advilled by some 

of the officers of the Grand Lodge and Trustees of Charity Fund to collect if 

possible . 
. l placed it in the hands of Bro. Samuel Fessenden, and he-finding payment 

would not otherwise be made-con1n1enced a legal suit for the llame. ln due 

time, judgment was rendered. an execution iss•ted and a levy mad.: on real 
estate in Yarmouth. Sinct: which time, upon tbe receipt of the amount of 

note and interest and cost of collection, l have relinquished all claim on said 
real' estate by giving a Quit Claim Ueed of the same. 

The receipts and expenditures for the current year, as shown by the seve1al 

items in detail in account current, annexed, are in the aggregate, as follows, 

viz: 

I 
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Whole amount of receipts from all sou rces,-one thousand five hun-

dred and seventy-six dollars and eighty-seven cents, ......... $1.576.87 

Balance of accottnt last year, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 994.28.).6 

Amount paid out fo r varioull purposes,-one thousand five hundred 

and forty-two dollar$ and twenty·nine and a half cents, .. .. .. l)1,542.29XJ 

The By-Laws of this Grand Lodge make it incumbent on each D . D. G. 

Master, on receiving from the Grand Treasurer the jewel of his office, and 

the record of the District over which he is appointed, to give a receipt for the 

same. Very few of the jewels of D. D. G. Masters have been in my posses­

sion, as they are seldom returned to this office: and I find that few receipts 

have ever been given. As to the records of the several Districts, it has not 

as yet been my fortune to see one. Among the reasons why the je~·els, &c. 
are not regttlarly receipted for, are these: First, the officers are not always 

appointed while tbe Grand I .odge is in session; and second, the same officers 
are frequently re-appointed from year to year. 

The first impression, of every one, [ believe, in relation to this matter of 

receipts from n. D. G. Masters, would be that no brother would (or at least 

should) ever be appointed to this honorable and responsible station, whose 

standing and character would not at all times be a safe guaranty for the return 

of his jewel; yet if this Grand Lodge think it necessary to have such a regu­

lat ion. it is proper that it be strictly complied with. 

The liy-Laws of the Grand Lod~te. also say that the Senior Grand Steward, 

under the direction of the Grand Treasurer, shall have in charge all the jewels, 

clothing, furniture and regalia of the Grand Lodge, &c. 
The Senior Grand Steward appointed, has not always been a resident of the 

town where the sessions of the Grand Lodge have been holden ; and this duty 

has been performed mostly by tbe Grand Tyler, 
I refe r to this at this time for the purpose of saying, that my auention has 

several times been called by the Grand Tyler, to the state of the jewels, cloth· 

ing, fumiture and regalia of the Grand Lodge; and although I have a strong 

suspicion that I a111 now meddling with business that does not belong to mo.: 

especially, o: ojjicio, still I wish permission to say, that. on examination, l found 

the property of the Grand Lodge, more especially the clothing, in such a con· 
clition as. in my opinion, renders it unfit for use, and if worn and exhibited in 

public would be very likely to elicit remarks from people of cultivated man­

ners and tastes, not very complimentary to the propriety and dignity of this 

Grand Body. 
Now if I sha.ll succeed in calling the attention of this M. W. Body to this 

subject, it will , I doubt not, be all that is necessary to insure an examination 

into the state and condition of the jewels, clothing, furniture and regalia; and 
when that is done, l am satisfied that prompt action will be t.aken, in reference 
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to this matter; and that the officers and members of this Grand l.odge will 
no longer appear in o.:lothing which in colors, very fairly represent:; the coat 
Jacob gave his favorite son j oseph; and will no longer suffer from mortified 
pride, and wounded vanity, when called upon to perform some public service, 
on account of the inferior quality and damaged appearance of the furniture, 
regalia, &c., belonging to the Body which we are all proud to look up to as 
the head of the Order in our own progressive and flourishing state. 

ft is the avowed policy of' the Grand Lodge to distributt: in charity the full 
amount of income of the invested Charity Fund-which, the present year, 
amounts to neaJiy .Five Hundred Dollars. 

No part of the balance in the hands of the Treasurer at the close of last 
year has been invested. It is yet experimental whether or not the annual re· 
ceipts, with the present rate of fees from subordinate lodges, will be sufficient 
for the expenses of the Grand Lodge; ai1d as no part of the funds, after be· 
ing i1wcsted, can, constitutionally, be used for any purpose whatever-and as 
the expenses of the last year nearly equal the amount of receipts-it would 
3""'" advil!able that a balance be retained uninvested for the prc~e~t. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MOSES DODGE, Grand Tuasuur. 

On motion, 

Vol~d. That the report of the Grand Treasurer be accepted, and referred to 
the Committee on Doings of the G rand O'fficers. 

Petition of Eureka Lodge for a charter, was presented, and re­
fe rr.ed to the Committee on Dispensations and Charters. 

Petition of Washington Lodge for remission of dues, was pre­
sented, and referred to a special committee, consisting of Bros. 

McArthur, Covell and Pearl. 

On motjon of Bro. McArthur, 

Vol~d. That the report made by the Committee on Grievances and Appeals 
at the annual communication of the Grand Lodge in 1855• and accepted,-and 
the subjects embraced in said report, which have been lo~t from the G 1and 
Secretary's files, and havt: not reached the records of the Grand l.odgc,-IJe 
referred to the Commitsee on Grievances and Appeals; and that said commit· 
tee be requested to report as near as may be, the substance of said report, and 
the action of the Grand Lodge thereon. 

The Committee on Finance made the following report, which 

was read and accepted : 
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lN GRAND LoDGE OF MAINE, } 
MASONIC l·lALL, POR'l'LAND, May 1, 1856. 

The C<:.mmittee on Finance have examined the accounts of the Grand 
Treasurer, of rece1pts and expenditures by him during the past year,-and re· 

· port as follows: 

RECEII''l'S • 

.Balance in the Treasury May 3• 1855• ...• . . •• . ••••••• • ••••••...• 

l{eceived from D. D. G. Masters the past year,.... .. .. .... . .... . 
Charters and dispensations, new lodges, ............ ......... ... . 
Additional fees from lodges, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . 
Dividends Bank ~tock, .... ........ ... ..•.... .. ... ..•.. • .....•. 

EXPENDITURES. 

Paid D. D. G. Masters, 
Fees remitted to lodges by vote of Grand Lodge, . . ............ . . . 
Pay Roll, •8ss • .... .................................. ... ..... 
Distributed in charity by order of Trustees . . . . .. , . ...... .. ..... . . 
Salaries and bills paid, approved by Committee on Finance, .. .. . ..• 
Balance in the treasury, . ... . . . .. . ...... .. ..... ..... . .... . 

Submitted by 

1,1'12.00 

$252·99 

44·75 
.)1J.06 

·365.00 

566.48 
1,028.87 

A. B. TBOJIIPSON, } C itt omm·. ee. 
S. B. DOC I< HAM, 

P~tition from Brethren in Fairfield for a dispensation or charter; 

and 

Petition of Hancock Lodge, u . o., for a charter, by the name of 

Tremont Lodge, were presented, and referred to the Committee 

on Dispensations and Charters. 

On motion, 
Voted, That when the Grand Lodge call off, it be to meet again at half past 

two o'clock this afternoon. 

The Urand Lodge was then called from labor to refreshment. 

MASONic HALL, PoRTLAND, May •, •8s6. 

T he Grand Lodge was called from refreshment to labor at half 

past z o'clock P. M. 

8 
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Ofticers present as in the morning. 

Petitions for n::mission of clues, irom Richmond, Hlazing Star, 

St. John's ( Rockport), !:it. John's ( Bangor), and Star in the \•Vest, 

Lodges, were presented, and referred to the special committee 

having under consideration a similar petition from \..Vashington 

Lodge. 

Report of proceedings in Grand Lodge, opened at Saco, by 

~1. W. R. P. Dunlap. Aug. ' 5• 1855, for the purpose of laying the 

corner stone of a building, intended for a Town Hall, was pre­

sented, and ordered to be placed on file. 

The Committee on Doings of the Grand Officers made the fol· 

lowing report, which was accepted, anti the recommendations 

adopted : 
l:-1 GRAN • Lone ~; OF MAINE, l 

MASONIC I-I ALL, I'ORTLANIJ, May 1, 1856. f 
The committee to whom was referred the doings of the Grand Officers, 

have attended to the duty assigned t.o them, and would ask leave to report. 

That they have had under conside1ation the commu1oit:ation of our late 

M. \V. G rand Master john Miller, and would recommend its acceptance by 

the Grand Lodge, and that Lhe thanks of 1he Grand Lodge be tendered 10 
him for the able, zealous and acceptable manner in which he has perfo rmt:d 

the duties of Grand Master o f this Grand Lodge for the past year. And now 

that he is about to retire (rom the active duties of an office. which he hus filled 

with MO much courtesy and affability, may he have the consciousnttss of having 

always faithfully discharged his duty to the Craft, and enjoy the happy reflec· 

tions consequent upon a well ~pent life. and may we for years ye t to come 

have the high satisfaction of frequently taking him by the hand and welcom• 

ing him to the bosom of a fraternity to whose happiness and prosperity he 

has contrjbuted so much. 

Your committee would recommend that so much of the M. \V. Grand 

Jl·las ter's address as relates to the conferring upon a candidate no more than 

one degree a month except on specia l occasions, be s trictly adhered to by the 

several lodges within this jurisdiction. 

Your committee would further •ccommend tbe acceptance by this Grand 

Lodge of the report 0f the 1{. W. Gra11d Treasurer, and that the thanks of this 

Grand Lodge be tendered to him for his indefatigable efforts to regulate and 

systematize the finances of this Grand Lodge, and that his successful efforts 

may be duly appreciated by this Grand Lodge. 
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Your committee have been highly gratified with the suggestions of the 

R. W. Grand Treasurer, on the subject of the jewels and other property of 

this Grand Lodge. The .limited investigation which he has given to a matter 

which con1es more pa•ticulady l''ithin the official duty of the Grand Stewards, 

has forcibly impressed upon the minds of your committee the importance of 

giving to this subject a mo•e thorough examination. Your committee would 

the refor<! recommend that this portion of the R. W. G rand Treasurer's report 

be referred to a special committee. 

Your committee would further recommend that you accept the report of 

the several D. D Grand Master~. and that the thanks of this Grand Lodge be 

tendered to them for the very satisfactory manner in which they have per· 

formed the duties of the office entrusted to them: and that said reports, to· 

gether with the report of the R. W. Grand Treasurer, as well as the communi­

cation of theM. W. Grand Master, be published with the proceedings of this 

Grand Lodge. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

Will. P. PREBLR, JR~, } 
ATtTROR MC.A itTUUR, Comm'ittee. 
M. M . RAWSON, 

On motion, 

Voted, That the Grand Lodge continue for another year t'heir subscription 

for the MASONIC jOURNAL, published at l3runswick, for each lodge in the 

State. 

The subject of regalia was committed to Bro. Bacheller. 

Proceeded to the election of Grand Officers for the ensuing year, 
and the following named R. W. and W. Brethren were elected: 

JABEZ TRUE, 

H IRAM CHASE, 

ISAAC DOWNING. · 
WILLIAM ALLEN, 

MOSES DODGE, 

IRA BERRY, 

Grand Master, 

Deputy Grand Master, 
Senior Grand Warden, 

Junior Grand Warden, 
Grand Treasurer, 

Grand Secretary, 

TRUSTEES OF THE CHARITY FUND. 

jOHN MILLER, 

CHARLES B. SMITH, 

jOHN WILLIAMS, 

STEPHEN WEBBER, 

Warren; 

Portland; 

Bangor; 

Gardiner. 

Bangor; 

Belfast; 

Kennebunk; 

Portland; 

Portland; 

l'ort.land. 
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COMM I T'n:F. OP FTNANCE. 

F"REE~IAN BRAIWORO, 

ABNER B. THOMPSON, 

STF.PHEN B. DOCKHAM, 

Portland ; 
Brun~wick; 

\ Varrcl\. 

[May, 

A resolution, specifying what brethren are to be returned as 

members by subordinate lodges, was offered by Bro. David .Bar­

ker, and referred to a special committee, consisting of Bros. 

Bacheller, Fenno and Barker. 

A resolution, providing for the appointment of a com mittee to 

examine the by-laws of subordinate lodges, was offered by Bro. 

Mulliken, and, on motion, was referred to the same committee. 

On motion, 

Voted, That when this G rand Lodge call off, it be until to-morrow morn­

ing, at ten o'clock. 

The Grand Lodge was then called from labor to refreshment. 

MASONIC II ALL, P ORTLANn, J\Iay 2 1 1856. 

The Grand Lodge was callt!d to labor at 1 0 o'clock, M. W. 

Grand Master John Miller presiding. 

The Trustees of the Charity Fund made the following report, 
which was read, and on motion, adopted : 

IN GRANO L ODGE 01" MAINE, 

MASONIC II AU., PORTI.ANU, May Z, 1856. 

The Trust<:es of the Charity Fund of the Grand Lodge of Maine, would 

respectfully report-

That the invested funds of the G rand Lodge are, 

zs Shares Canal Bank Stock, .. . ...............•.... $z,soo 
z8 Casco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . z,Soo 

s l'reeman's .. . ... . . . . ....... ... . . . . . soo 

Ss,Soo 
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From the r.:port of the Grand Treasurer of the fund~ in his hands. the 

Trustees would recommend tha t the Grand Treasurer be directed to make a 

further investment of five hundrt:d dollars in .some safe bank. 

Tho: Trustee$ would furth er report, that they have appropriated the ~nm of 

four hundred and seventy·five dollars, fc.r the relief of certain dist re~sed l)reth · 
ren, their widows and orphan~. named in a schedule herewith annexed. 

On motion of Bro. Covell, 
JA BEZ TRUE, f>~r order. 

Voted, That the sum of fifty dollars, which wa~ appropriated to the lodges 

in Portland, for the u)\e of the new Masonic Jiall, and which said lodges de· 

clined to accept, be donated to Rro. Charies B. Smith, a.~ a tokPn of our :lp· 

predation of his past services as Grand Secretary. 

Void, That fifty dollars be al>rropriatcd to Bro. Moses Dodge, for hisser· 

vices in making up the accounts with the District Deputy Gr::.nd Masters fo r 

years past. 

The following report was presented and read: 

In GRAND Loot;P. OF MAI NE, 

MASON II': H ALl., PORTLAND, l\lay 2, 1856. 

The special committee to whom was referred the resolve introduced by Bro. 

Barker, in relat ion to retu rns of members, and a lso, the resolve introduced by 

Bro. Mulliken, in regard to by·l:lws of subordinate lodges. have liad the same 
under consideration, and ask le<tve to report the following resolves: 

Rtsolv~tl. Tllat ,all subordina te lodges, shall return annually, as members. 

all masons who have been i4dmitted to membership in their respective lodges, 

and whose residence is iu this state at the titne of making said return, snbject 

to the following exceptions, viz :-All ministers of the gospel who ha"e re· 

ceived the degrees without charge, and all ma!IOns who have been lawfully 

expelled or honorably discharged from membership ; and the foregoing shall 

be considered the construction of the word" m~mbers," in Sec. 9• Art. 1 , Part 

4th of the Constitutions and General Regulations of this Grand Lodge. 
Ruolved, That the Recording G rand Secretary forthwith procure a copy of ' 

the by· laws of each of the subordinate lodges under the jurisdiction of this 

G rand Lodge; and that a committee of three be now appointed, whose duty 

it shall be to examine and compare said hy·laws with Constitutions and Gen· 

e ral l{egulations of this Grand Lodge, and ascertain if they conAi<:t in any 

respect with said Constitutions, or well es tablished masonic law, and report 

thereon·at the next annual communication; and also to report a code of by· 

laws to be recotrtmended to subordinate lodges. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

0. R. JJA CHP. LLr:H, ~ 
OAVID UA1$KF.K, Comn.iUee. 
Jll:lt&MIAU FENNO, 
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The report was accepted, the resolutions severally adopted; 

and on motion, 

Voltrl, That llro's Freeman Bradford, Abner B. Thompson and Ira Berry 

be a committee to examine and revise the by·laws of the several subordinate 

lodges in this S tate. 

On motion, 

Voted, To proceed to the installation of Grand Officers elect. 

·R. W. Jabez True was presented by the Grand Marshal, nnd 

installed as Grand Master by M. W. John Miller. 

T he other Grand Officers elect were then presented, in person 
or by proxy, and duly installed by M. W. Past Grand Master 

Freeman Bradford. 

'\'he {o\\ow\ng a??Qintments weTe then annonnced: 

R. W. C HARLEs B. s~nTu , Corr. Grand S.·cretary, Port land. 

W. and Rev. C YR US CUMMINGS, Crnnd Chaplain, Po rtland. 

CYRIL PEARl~ Baldwin. 

CALEB D. Ptl.l.SIIURY, Bangor. 

0. J. FERNALO, Thomasto n, 

IIORATIO M ERRILl,, Portland. 

w. STEI'HEN 13. DOCK flAM, Grand Jl.farshnl, ·warren. 

E. G. RAWSON, Grand St1lior Dt'oco11, Bangor. 
EDWAilO P. BURNIIAM, Cra11d Junior Deaco11, Sa co. .. 0C1'AVIUS A. MERRILl., Grand Stnvnt·d, Brunswick. 
THOMAS j. SANI!ORN, Portland. 

ELIAS G. HEDGE, Augusta. 

G. F. SARGENT, .Bangor. 
jOHN BENSON, Crmul Pursui11a nt, Newport. 
TIIURSTON LIBBY, Danville. 
FRANKLIN Fox, Ct'tllld Sword Btnt·n·, Portland. 

Bro. jOHN DAIN, C.-and Tylu, Portland. 

Which appointments were confi rmed by the Grand Lodge, and 
the Officers installed by M.W. F. Bradford; and proclamation was 
made, that the Grand Officers for the ensuing year, elected and 

appointed, were duly and legally installed into their respective 
stations. 

M. W. Grand Master T RUE, then took the East. 
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Bro. McArthur offered the following resolution : 

Nuolv~d. That the <:rand Lodge pay to Adoniram Lodge the sum of 
ninety-five dollars, paid by them to Steep ~~ails Lodge, to enable said lodge to 

procure a charter, etc. 

The resolution, after d1scussion, was indefinitely postponed, by 

a vote of 23 to 8. 

The CommiLtee on Finance made a report, which, on motion, 
was received and adopted, to wit : 

TN GRANO LoOCF. OF MAINE, 

l\1 ASON I C JIA r. L, I'OR1'LANO, May 2, 1856. 

The Committee on Finance recommend that there be a!lowed, as compen· 

sation fo r services the paM year, · 

To Moses Dodge, Grand Treasurer. Twenty Dollars; 

To Charles B. Smith, Grand Secretary, Seventy-five Dollars. 

A. R. TlfOM f'SON1 } C . t 
Oln11Ut ee. 

S. ll; OOCKHAJ\f1 

The Com1i1ittee on Dispensations and Charters reported as 

follows: 
IN GRANO LotJGE o~· MAINE, 

MA~>NtC lrAt.t., PoRTt .ANH, May :z. r856. 

The Committee on Dispensation;. and C harters, having auended to their 

duty, report-

[_ That St. John's Lodge, No.5 '· at South Berwick, ha,-e their original 

charter restored to them, together ";ith tlte records and effects. 

II . That a charter be gran ted to a lodge at Rockport, to be called St. 

Paul's Lodge, No. 82. 

IlL That a charter be granted to the lodge at Tremont, to be called Tre­

mont Lodge. o. 77· 
IV. That a chatter be granted to a new lodge at Bangor, to be called St. 

Andrew's Lodge. No. SJ. 
V. That a charte r be g rautt:d to the lodge at S t. George, to be called 

Eureka Lodge, No. 84. 

V L That a charter be granted to the lodge a t Unity, to be ca lled Sta r in 

the West Lodge, No. 85, upon the pr<:sentation to the officers of the Grand 

Lodge of a petition in proper form- the other requirements having been com­

plied with. 

VI I. That a charter be granted to the lodge at ~accara!Jpa, to be called . 

Temple Lodge, No. 86. 

• 
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The committee have not been ablt! to obtain sufficient information in rela­

tion to the petition for a lodge at Kendall'!~ Mills to warrant action at the 

present session; and would recommend 1eference of the same to theM. 'V. 
Grand Ma.«ter. 

'-Ve would recon1mend the use o£ the te•m " Statui Commuuimtiou" \n!\tead 
at •L Re~uTcu~ CQtnflnnt.i cntiou ~· ~\\\c\' ...,. ~ f\"<l \\¥-eO.\\'\ a.\')(),.\.\()\'\ o\ \\\e \"l)' ·'av.·s 

and records presented by the fo regoing lodges. 

A II of the foregoing lodges working under dispensation, have l<urrendered 

the same, and presented transcripts of their uoings and copies of their by-laws; 

and they appear to be generally com:ct and masonic. 

All of which i~ rt!spectfully submitted, 

t<:r,JAS O. HF.OGE1 ) C 
T. J. ltlURitAY, ~ ommillee. 

Which report was accepted; and on motion of Bro. Bell, 

Voted, That charters be issued, as recommended by the committee. 

The Committee on the Pay Roll reported that of the lodges 

re presented, sixty are entitled to a portion of the Representative 
Fund; that the number of 'miles traveled is 4828; and the tota I 
amount due said lodges is S386.24; which report was accepted, 
and an order passed for the payment of the same. 

The Grand Lodge was then called off, until three o'clock P. M. 

FRI.DAY, MAY 2- AFTERNOON. 

The Grand Lodge was called from refreshment to labor at 3 
o'clock, M. W. Grand Master True in the gast. 

Petition of Crescent Lodge, u. o., at Pembroke, fo r a charter, 
was presented, with their dispensation and records, and referred 
to the Committee on Dispensations and Charters; and it being 
stated that a vacancy existed in that committee. Bro. E. B. Averill 
was appointed to fill said vacancy. 

Bro. Bell, from the special committee on the case of Union 

Lodge, presented the following report : 
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[ N GRANn LOOCE OF MAINK. 

MASONIC HALL, PORTLAND, May 2, 1856. 

The specia l committee appointed t.o consider the difficulties in Union Lodge, 

No. 3 1. have attend~d to that duty. have heard the partie~. and would repori-

That certain zealous brethren, filled with a narrow con~<t ruction of I he car­

dinal virtue of Temperance and carrying the same inlo the lodge, were met by 

a ~imilar though Jwosite construction, which resulted in such disregard o£ 

the true principles of Masonry as introduced into the lodge matters o f differ· 

ence outside the lodge and disconnected with Masonry. to such extent that 

the harmony of the lodge was entirely destroyed and its usefuln ess gone. The 

bi tterness o f feeling existing among the members. of Union Lodge is such, 

that no hope of the retum o( such u~efulne!'s exists until the softening inllu· 

ence of time and. a due consideration of their masonic teaching~ shall have 

modified their present feelings towards each o ther. We therefore recommend 

the passage of the annexed re~<ohllions and order. 

,JOflN J. BF:IA,, } 

C). B. DOIUtA NC E, Committee. 
DAV ID BAKKER, 

The report Wl! S accepted, and tbe Resolutions and Order re­
ported by the committee were adopted, viz: 

Ruolved, That the action of theM. W. Grand Master in arresting the char· 

ter of Union Lodge, o. 3 1, meP.tl< the approval of I his Grand IMgt:. 
Ruo/vuf, That Union Lodge, No. 3 1, be suspended for one y·ear, and until 

such time.!ls the harmony of the ~arne shall be reMored. 

Resolved, That after the expiration of one year, the M. W. Grand Master, 

being satisfio!d of the resto ration of harmony in U nion Lodge, No. 3'• may 
re~tore their charter and other properties. upon receiving a petition therefo r, 

accompanied by the recommendation of the D. D. Grand Master, and of the 
t\\'O nearest lodge~<. 

Ordered, That lhe M. W. Pas t Grand Master John Mille r be directed to 

deliver tbe charter and other properties of Union. Lodge, No. 31, now in his 

custody. to the R. W. G rand Trea.~urer, to be kept until disposed of a." pro· 

\•ided in the accompanying resolutions. 

The following report was received and adopted: 

I N GRAND Lo nG& OF MAINF.1 

M ASON tC H AI. L, PORTI, ANJ), May 2, 1856. 

The special committee to whom were n:ferred the petitions of several lodges 

fo r remission of due!l to this Grand Lodge, ask leave to report-

That on the petition of St. john'!! Lodge, Bangor, the sum of six do llars 
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for dues while un'der dispensation, be remitted, and that said sum be repaid 

to St. John's Lodge. 

On petition of Star in the West Lodge, that the dues to Grand Lodge for 

membership be remitted and repaid, amounting to $ 1.50. 

On petition of St. Paul's Lodge, that the sum of ;$2.25, fees for member· 
ship, be remitted and repaid. 

On petition of Rockland Lodge, that the fees for membership, amounting 

to $1.87 ~· be remitted and repaid. 
On petition of joseph Covell, to remit and repay to Blazing Star Lodge, Sr, 

dues overpaid last year. . 

On petition of Washington Lodge, that the facts developed to your com· 

mittee would not, in their opinion, warrant the Grand Lodge in granting the 

rdief sought by the petitioners, and that they have Jea,·e to withdraw. 

All which js respectfully' submitted, 

ARTHUR 1\fC.ARTHU R, ~ 
JOSEPH COVELL, Comn•iUee. 
CY Rl L l' ~:ARL, 

Bro. D. Barker presented a report in relation to Crescent Lodge, 
which was received and adopted, as follows: 

lN GRAND LODGE OF MAINE, 

MASONrc HAI.r., PoRTJ, AND, May 2, r8s6. 
The undersigned, to whom was referred the petition of Crescenc Lodge, 

No. 78. at Pembroke, have attended to their duty, and present the following 

report: 
That they do not lind all the necessary papers accompanying the petition; 

and they recommend that the Grand Lodge grant said lodge a charter, when 

the proper papers required by the Constitution of said Grand Lodge shall be 

presented to the Grand Officers; and that said Lodge be known as "Crescmt 

Lodge, Nu. 78." 

T. J . l\1U itRA Y 1 
DAVID BARI}.E:t, ) Comwillee. 

Bro. H. Chase, from the Committee on Grievances and Appeals, 
made the following report, which was accepted, and the recom­
mendations of the committee adopted : 

lN GRAND LODGE OF MAINE, 

MA:,oNIC EIA Lt., PoRTLAND. May 2, r8s6. 
The Committee on Grievances and Appeals, having attended to the duty 

assigned them, would respectfully ask leave to re1>ort, that the expulsion of A. 

]. DowNING, from T yrian Lodge, Minot, on the 24th of April, A: r;): rSss. 



r 8 s6.] Gmrtd LodK'C' of Mat'ne. 123 

should be confirmed, and that the Secretary of said lodge be requested to 

furnish the Grand Secretary with attested copies of the proceeding~< of the trial 
and examination had in the case, the ~ame having been mi~placed in the 

Grand Lodge. ' 

They would also recommend, that the charter of Steep Falls Lodge. at 

Standish be revoked, and that the District Deputy Grand Master o f the Third 

District be directed to take possession of the charter, jewels, reco rds and prop· 
erty of said lodge, if the same can be found. and return them to the Treasurer 

of the Grand Lodge. 
They recommend also, that the proceeding!' of Portland Lodge, in the case 

of). R. Millike it, be referred to thl:) next Grand Lodge. 

ln the case of Ancient Landmark Lodge against William Andrews, the 
commiltee would say, that neithe r· party have nppeared be fore the committee. 

A statement from the defendant has been placed before the committee, saying 

that at the time of the examination he was out of the country, and denying 

the truth of the accusations. The committee would therefore recommend, 

that the whole matter be referred back to Ancient Landmark Lodge, that the 

accused may be further heard, if desired. 

Your committee ~'·ould also further recommend. that the expulsion of )arne!! 

Belcher from Lygonia Lodge. o. 40. located at Ellswonh, be confirmed;­

and that the whole matter relating to the expulsion of Thomas J<?hnson from 

Cumberland Lodge, be referred back to said lodge, they root having furnished 

an attested copy of their proceedings. 
In the case of difficulties between St. Croix Lodge, Calais, and Union 

Lodge, Milltown, St. Stephens, (documents in explanation of which are here­

with annexed,) we recommend that the subject be rererred hl theM. \V. Grand 

Master, with directions to open fo correspondence upon the matter with A lex'r 
Balloch, St. John, N. B., D eputy Gra•td !\'faster of New Brunswick. 

All of which i• respectfully submitted, 

HIRAM CHAS~~, } 

J, FENNO, Committee. 
FRANKLIN FOX1 

The following resolution, offered by Bro. Geo. W. Chase. was 
:lclopted: 

Ruolved, That no petition for initiation or fo r membership can be received, 
nor ballot had thereon, at any special communication of any lodge, except on 

Di~pensntion. 

llrother Fenno offered the following resolutions, which were 
adopted: 

., 
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Ruolvttl, That the D. D. Grand Master of each Masonic District ur.der the 
jurisdiction of this Grand Lod~e. be authorized and requested to call conven­

tions of mason~ in the respective Di•trict~. at the most conveni~n t place, twice 

in each masonic year, for the purpose of instruction in the Work and Lec­

tures, connected with the fir~t three degrees of Masonry-such convention not 

to exceed three days in length. 

li'e.rolved, That the M. W. Grand Master is authori7.ed and requested to 

appoint one or n1ore Grand Lecturers, one of whom shall attend the District 

Convention when requested by the Jl_ D. Grand ~faster; and that tne expense 

of such Grand Lecturer, in attending said convention, not exceeding three 

dollars per day and expenses, shall be paid by the Grand Lodge. 

Bro. Moody, from the Committee on Returns, presented the 
following report, which was accepted : 

lN GRANO LoDGE OF MAINE, 

MA SON IC HALl ., PORTI.i\Nil, ~1ay 2, 1856. 

To lh~ At. JV. C.'rand Lodg~ of ilflli11~-

The Committee on Returns ask leave to submit the following report: 

There are returns from all the lodges except Fraternal. 

The. Retur.ns of Dunlap, Saco, Solar, Richmond, l<ising Sun and Lygnnia 

Lodges, are not signed by the D. D. Grand Masters. 

Rising Sun Lodge returns two initiates, and fees to the Grand Lodge for 

initiation. 30 cents each. 
Freeport Lodge does not re turn the date of acceptance, initiation, crafting 

or raising her candidates. 
131azing Star Lodge returns thirteen members and eighteen suspensions, but 

gives no reasons of their suspension.• 
). C. MOODY, for lite Commil/u. 

Bro. Cyril Pearl submitted the Report of the Committee on 
Foreign Correspondence, which was accepted and ordered to be 

. published. (For lhir Report, see Appmdi.x.) 

T he action of the Grand Lodge on subjects embraced 111 the 

Report on Correspondence, was as follows: 

The resolutions recognizing the Grand Lodge of Canada, after 
some discussion, were referred to the next Grand Lodge, by a 

vote of 26 to 22 . 

• Reason, noo-paynt<nt ol dues_,..,e D. 1). Crand Maoter's report . 
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The resolution against excluding all allusions to Christianity 
from masonic lodges, and in favor of retaining the Bible entire, as 
the " Great Light in Masonry," was adopted. 

The resolution providing for publishing a volume of Masonic 

Literature was indefin~tely postponed. 

Bro's Cyril Pearl, E. G. Rawson and K A. Chadwick were ap­
pointed a Committee on Foreign Correspondence for tbe current 

year. 

Bro. Ba~heller submitted an Order respecting Regalia for the 

Grand Lodge, viz: 

Ordered. That a committee of thret! be appointed to procure regalia fo r the 

Grand Lodge, or make such improvements and additions as may be thought 

proper; and that the expense of the same be paid by the Grand Treasurer 

from the funds of the Grand Lodge. 
I 

Which Order was passed ; and Bros. Freeman Bradford, A. P. 
Stinson and Ira Berry, were appointed a committee to perform 

that duty. 

On motion, 

Ordered, That the Recording Grand Secretary be instructed to have six 
hundred copies of the J'roceedings of this session of the Grand Lodge, printed 

for dis tribution; to forward two copit:s separately, and on different days, to 

each Grand _Lodge in the United States; and also two copies to each Masonic 

Periodical in Europe and America. 

On motion of Bro. Geo. W. Chase, 

Votrcl, That the thanks of the Grand Lodge he tendered to the masons of 

Portland, for the use of their hall for our communications. 

On motion of Bro. Hiram Chase, 

Votd, unanimously. that the thanks of the Grand Lodge of Maine be pre­

sented toM. W. jOHN Mtt.t.ER, Pas t \.rand M.astt:r, for the courteous and 

foaternal manner in which he has presided o\•er its d!!libcrations; and for the 

diligence, fidelity, and masonic devotedness with which he has discharged hit; 

duties as Grand Master, during the past year. 

On motion, 
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Votttd, That the sum of seventy-five dollars be allowed and paid to Bro. 

Cyril Pearl, from the funds of the Grand _Lodge, for his services and expense.; 

as Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence during the past 

year. 

Bro Covell submitted the following proposition, which was re­
ferred to the· Committee on By-Laws. 

To the Jlf. W. Crautl L odge of Jlfnim:. 

"Believing that the masonic Fraternity owe it to thean~elves and their pos· 

teoity to have the history of the institution in this state publi~hed, while it is 

in their power, I propose to make an effort to carry the ~ame into effect, and 

to publish the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge, from its organization to tbe 

present year, on the following conditions: 

·• rst. The Grand Lodge to appropriate ten dollars to cover the expcrtse of 
publishing a prospectus and procuring subscribers. 

"2d. The Grand Lodge to subscribe for one hundrt:d and twenty-6ve 

copie!<, and to furnish a copy of the Proceedings for the years which are not 

in print,- all of which I ha\'e, excepting for 1820, '2 t, '32, 'J-1 and '42- the 
Grand Lodge to secure to me the copy-right. 

"The Proceedings will make two volumes, of about five hundred pages 

each; which I propose to furnish at Sr.so per volume, provided a subscription 

for eight hundred copies can be procured. 

"JOSEPH COVELL." 

On motion of Bro. Pearl, 

Vot,d, That the Grand Secretary be ins tmcted to prl>cure reports of Pro· 

ceedings of other Grand Lodg~. to complete our files of correspondrmce, so 

far as they can be supplied, and to have them bound into volum~s of con· 

venient size. in a plain but substantial man~er. 

The Grand Lodge was then closed in ample form. 

JABEZ TRUE, Grand Master. 

Attest: IRA BERRY, R ae. G. Sec'y. 
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~eports of District Deputy Gro.ud _l'llo.sters. 

FIRST DISTRICT. 

7 u tlu Must Wut·shipful Grand Lodge uf 1l1'ai1u. 

The undersigned, D. D. G. M. for the First Maso11ic Uistrict, begs leave to 

report: 
Tbere are se\'en chartered lod'ges in this district, and one working under a 

dispensation. Owing to ill health 1 have not been able to visit all of them 

myself, but obtained the aid of Bros. T . J. MuHay, and Stephen Perkins, l'. 

M. 

Bro. Murray visited Adoniram, No. 27, and Freedom, No. 42; and Bro. 

Pe•kins, Arundel, No. 76. The ~ther lodges I visited myself. 

As I last year made a full detailed report, I do not think it necessary to 

record more than what is worthy of note. 

Saco Lodge, No.9· continues to advance as would be expected, under the 
care of W. T. J. Murray, as ~aster. They have not only a Charity l<'und, but 

the present year, they have obtained a respectable library composed of some 

30 o r 40 volumes of standard works on Masonry; and I would beg leave to 

state, that in my humble opinion, a good library is among the first things with 

which a lodge should be furnished; for with the light and information which 

standard works will furnish, we should be better enabled to work our way 

under all difficulties. 

Arundel Lodge, No. 76, at Kennebunk Port, was visited by Bro. Stephen 
Perkins. 

He reported books well kept, and the lodge in as thriving circumstances as 
could be expected. Many of the most prominent members are sea-faring 

men, and necessarily being absent a g reat part of the time, not very full meet· 

ings are the result. 

York Lodge, No. 22, has not done much work the past year. They adhere 

to the principle, not to admit any but such as will s tand the test of the 

!\·laster Workman's square. Harn:ony is the prevailing sentiment in the 
lodge. 
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Fraternal Lodge, No. 55• at A If red, I visited August coch, by the reque~t of 
the Master. 1 was in hopes they had commenced work, but I found they had 

not. The W. Master had procured a neat and convenient II all, but was desti· 

cute of some necessary fu rniture, and al~o part of their regalia. There is 

~orne tardiness in some of the members, in helping to furnish the necessary 

furniture, in order to commence work in good order. I expected at that time 

that they would soon commence work, but have sin.:e learned by Bro. ?>lurray, 

that they have not made much progress since I last saw them. He also re· 

J;IO<ted that there was a good prospect of their commencing soon, if a little 

encouragement was given them. A committee has been appointed to procure 

all the necessary articles, and I have no doubt at the next session of the 

Grand Lodge, they will give a good account of their stewardship. 

October zd, by request, I visited St. johri's Lodge, at South Berwick, in 

company with the officers of York Lodge; and there opened a 11fa.~ters' 

Lodge and found that a number of candi::lates had been balloted for: and 

al~o. that their appointed officers were old masons, some of whom had not 

been in a lodge for twenty years. It was necessary that we should confer the 

degrees for tbem. W. M.A. Lunt confe rred the three degrees on fi,•e can· 

didates, on that and the following day, as l thought that the case demanded 

it. They have had to obtain assistance from W. T. J. Murray and others to 

assist them in working on several other occasions. 

They have now collected quite a number of the first men in the place, ob· 

tained a commodious hall, fitted it up in good style, have a neat set of jewels; 

and when they receive their charter,. and organize, they will have a lodge that 
wiJ; do honor to the fraternity. 

Adoniram Lodge. I find the brethren still affected by the con~equence~ 

or the unhappy difficulties that occurred in their lodge in r851, and which re· 
suited in the chartering' of a lodge in their immediate ••icinity; a circumstance 

much to be regretted, as it was of short duration, and for the time disabled 

one of our best and oldest lodges. The brethren are now however united, 

and a good spirit prevails among thcrn. The records of the lodge art: well 

kept. and their prospects more flattering than for some time past. 

Freedom Lodge has probably, at no time since its removal. been in a better 

condition than at present. They have done a good share of work the pa.~t 

year; have taken much pains to inform themselves in the correct method of 

work and lectures, and have made good progress in the Art. The records are 

well made. the brethren all united in the good work, and everything betokens 

the future growth and prosperity of their lodge. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

I. DOWNING, 1). D. C. Alaster. 
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SECOND DISTRICT. 

To the ilfost Wvrshipful Gralld Lodge ofiJ/aint. 

The nnderijigned, District Deputy Grand Master of the Second Masonic 

Oistrict, respectfully asks leave to submit his annual report. 
There are in this District. seven lodge~, all of which l visited in March. 

Oriental Lodge, No. 13, Bridgton, is the oldest lodge in the District. This 
lodge is not in as prosperous a condition as is desirablt:. Its members are re­

motely situated from their place of meeting, and from each other, and appear 

to take but little interest in Masonry, (with few exceptions.) The place where 

they meet il> \•cry uninterf:l>ting, and derogatory to the 1 nstitution, especially 

to its rnerniJers. They bold their communications at North Bridgton. Stated 
communications, Monday on or before full moon, two o'clock t'. M. Date of 

charter, March rz, r8o4. Annual election at stated t:ommunication in Octo· 
ber. l{e turn, 2.1 members; three accepted; three initiated, one of whkh is a 

clergyman- no fee required; two crafted; three raised; one demitted; five 

res ident Master Masons, not members; dues to the Grand Lodge, $5.00. 

W . !\laster, George Small ; P. 0. addreis, Bridgton. l:;ecretary, Samuel An· 

drews, ~d; 1'. 0 . address, Bridgton. 

Oxford Lodge, ' o. tS, Norway, is in a pro~perous condition. Communi· 

cations well attended; have made commendable improvement during the past 

year. Stated communications on Thursday of the week on which the moon 

full:<. Annual election at stated communication in September. Date of 

cha•te•, ::;cptember q, 18o7. Return, forty-eight members; eight accepted; 

eight initiated; nine crafted; ten raised ; ten :ldnritted to membership; oue 

rejected; s ix r·e~ideR t M. Masons, not members; fees to the G rand Lodge, 
$ 14.00; no annual dues required for menrber~h ip. W. Master, George W . 

Millett; !:iecrelary, Benjamin G. Harrows; 1'. (J. address, Norway. 

Orientnl Star Lodge, No: :! t, Livermore, is in a prosperous condition. 

Communications are well attended, although the members are scatte red; 

several of \\hom rt!!'ide fifteen miles from the hall, only four reside within two 

miles. Commut~ications held at North Livermore. on Tuesday on or preced· 
ing full moon, at one o'clock P. M. Annual election at stated communication 

in Septeml>er, at 10 o'clock A. M. Kcturn, forty·three members; eight ac· 

cepted; eight initiated; four crafted '; one raised; thirteen M . .M. not mem· 

bers; two admitted to nrember~hip; fees to the Grand Lodge, S•3·37.J.f; 
date of charter, june ' 3· rS rr. W. M. Reuel Washburn; P. 0. address, 

North Liver·more. Secretary, Gideon E ll is; P. 0. address, Canton. 

Tranquil Lodge, No. 29, Danville, is the largest and best working lodge in 

the Oistrict. Uate of charter, May 20, 1847· Stattld meetings, Wednesday 

on or before full moon. Annual eloction at stated meeting in january. Re· 
turn seventy·six members; one rejected; fifteen accepted; fourteen initiated; 

9 



TJO Proceedi1zgs of the [May, 

eleven c rafted ; twelve rai~ed; fourteen admitted to memhership; one de­

ceased; four discha rged from membership by demit; fees to the Gtand Lodge, 

$23-50 ; twelve resident M. Masons, no t members. \ \'. M. Augus tus Callahan. 
jos. rearson Gill, Secretary. .P. 0. addresi<. Le wiston. 

Blazing Star Lodge, No. 30, Rumford. is not in as flourishing a condition as 
is desirable. Date of charter, March 11 , rS19. Sla ted comunications, W ed­

nesday on o r before fnll moon. Annual eleclion at 'Stated communication in 

October. Reutrn, dtirteen members; two deceased; fees to tbe G rand Lodge, 

$1.62.!1;; eighteen discharged from membership for non-payment of dues. 

Mount Moriah Lodge, No. 56, Uenmaok, is in a prosperous conclilion. 
Date of charter, Jnne 23, 1828. Stated communica tions, Wedne;;day on o r 

R[CCeding full moon. Annual election at stated communication in Dt:!cember. 

Return, twenty-one members; three accepted; three initiated; two c rafted; 
two raised; one admitted to membership ; one deceased ; fees to the (; rand 

Lodge, $s.6zU- E leven resident M. Ma~<ons, not members. W. l\1. L. r. 
Sawyer. Secretary, Francis L. Rice; P. 0. address , l>enmark. 

Tyrian Lodge, No. 73• Minot. i,; a flourishing lodge. Date of charte r, Janu­

ary 2 1, 1853· Stated communications, Thursday. on o r preceding full moon. 

Anmial election, at s tated communication in January. R eturn, forty-three 

members; five accepted; five init iated; three crafted; four raised; five ad­

mitted to membership ; one expelled; one discharged fro m membership hy 

demit; three re~ident M: M. not members; fees to the Grand Lodge, $10.37· 
W. M. Daniel P. A twoo_d; P. 0. add ress, W est Poland. Secreta ry, W. W. 
Knight ; P. 0. address, Mechanic Falls. 

There are in this District. two hundred and s ixty -e ight contributing mem ­

bers. There have been during the past masonic year, forty-two accepted; forty · 

one initiated ; thirty c rafted; thirty-Q ne raised; thirty-three admitted to mem­

bership; two rejected; one expelled; eighteen discharged from member~hip, 

for non-payment of dues; six demitted; four decea:sed; fifty resident M. 

Masons, not members; fees to the Grand Lodge fo r initiation, $4o.oo-fees 

fo r annual dues for membership, SJJ-50-
All of which is ·resp.:ctfully submitted, 

May r, 1856. JOSEl'ld COVELL, D. D. G. J'Jil. 

THIRD DISTRICT. 

7o the Afost WorshipfuL Gr.wd Lor~f{C o_f Alaiue. 

The undersigned, District Deputy Grand Master of the T hird Masonic Dis· 
trict, herewith presents his annual report. 

There are in tbis D ist rict eight lodges, most of which 1 have visited 01ice, 
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and some of them a number of time.« each; the others I was not able to visit 
at the time fixed upon, on account of the s tate of my health at the time, and 

which had ~ontinued poor through the past winte r. I therefore hope some 

brother may be ~pointed to the office the coming ytar, who is bette r able to 

discharge its duties, and make amends for my short comings. 

The lodges ill this District a•e a ll in a sonnd and healthy condition, and 

most of them have made large additions to t~eir numbers, as thei r returns 
will show. 

The whole number of members returned in this District tbe pas t year, are 

-five hundred and tbirty·two. 

Number of initiations, one hundred and twenty. 

A mount of initiation fees, .... . ...... . .. .... .. .... .... .. $1zo.oo 

A mount of annual fees,.. .... ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6(i.zJ 

Whole amount, ... ... .. • .. . .. . .. . ... $ 186.23 
Which has been pa.id to the Grand Treasurer. 

A short time s ince, quite a number of the bret l~rcn of Harmony. Lodge, of 

Gorham, petitioned for and received a dispensation from the M. W . Grand 

Master, to fom• a new lodge, to' be located in the village of Saccarappa, in 

Westbrook, to be called Temple Lodge. 1 understand they will apply to the 
(;rand Lodge .tt this session fo r a charter. 

T wo of the lodges in th is District l find have, in one instance in each lodge, 

infringed upon the Constitution of the Grand Lodge, by conferring the th ree 

degrees upon one and the same candidate, the same evening. But 1 was in­

formed by theW. Masters that they were extreme ca5es of necessity, and bad 

their assurance that the case should not be repeated. lu some ins tances I 
find the retu rns of the lodges incomplete. Some h~ve not given the names of 

rcsid<!n t Master Masons in their vicinity, not member:; of any lodg,;. 1 am 

therefore unable to give you the definite number of non·affiliated masons in 

this District ; in other cases, the Secretary has neglected to give the dates of 

i;1itiation, c•afling and raising. 
All which is respectfully submitted, 

Portland, May 1, 1856. WILLI A M ALLEN, D. D. G. Alaster. 

FOU~TH OIST~ICT. 

1i1 the Jlfosl Worshipful Crn111i Lotl,~;·e of Jlfaimt. 

The undersigned, District Deputy Grand Master of tht: Fourth Masonic 

IJistrict, ri!spectfully asks leave to submit the following report. 
There are eight lodges in this District, all of which I have visited the past 

year except two, nnd have found them in a ftourishing and healthy condition. 



I , 

Proceedt'ngs of the 

I have received returns from all these lodges to April rst, with t·he fees, 

amounting 10 $177.48, including initiations and the annual fees, which l ha,·e 

paid oyer to the Grand Treasurer and taken his receipt for the same. 

The two. lodges alluded to were King :Solomon's. at Waldoborougb. and 

Bristol. at Bristol, which 1 was prevented f10111 visiting, owing to the ext remely 

bad traveling; but J engaged two good brethren living in the \'icinity of those 

lodges, viz: Bro. S. B. ·Dockham to vi"it King Solomon's, and Bro. E . W, 

Stetson to visit Bristol; which duty they performed and made report to me, 

which was highly satisfactory. 

f examined .the records and by-laws, and found them all in excellent o rder. 

1 found barroony and brotherly love prevailing in these several lodges, with 

a strong desire to comply with a ll the •equisitions of the G rand Lodge. 

All of which is1respectfully submitted, 

May r , 1856. HEN RY CLAR K, D. D. C. Alaster. 

FIFTH DISTRICT. 

To the llfost Worshipful Cnznd Lodge o.f Jlfainc. 

The undersigned, District D eptHy Grand Mas te r of the Fifth Masonic D is­
trict of Maine, asks leave to submit his annual report. 

The Fifth Dis trict has been divided the past year, and five lodges taken off 
and made into a new District, viz: Northe rn Star, Somerset. Key·!:-itone, 

Maine, and Blue Mountain Lodges, District No. 10. Two lodges have. also 

been taken from the T hird and Fourth, and annexed to this Dis trict, which 

makes the Fifth now a very convenient District. 

There are now nine working lodges in this District, one of which has re­

sumed work within the yea r, after lying dormant for thiny years. T hi.s lodge 

was annexed to this Oisttict in Decembe1 last, and l was not info rmed of it 
until the last of the month, and my business was su.:h that I could not visit it 

until this S pring. l found them anxious to do right, and they were on the 
whole, doing as we ll as could be expected under .the circumstances. 

I have visited all the lodges in this District twice. except Wilterville and 

Village, and some of then• more. l have distributed a ll the necessary ~):Lnk s 
to the sever.allodges under my superintendence, as l have received them from 

the Grand Secretary; and have giv!!n a ll the instruction in the W ork and Lec­

tures that time would permit. In fa.:t, 1 spent the time while visiting the 
lodges, very pleasantly to ru yself, and 1 hope with profit to them as well as 

pleasure. All the lodges have made their returns up to April 1, 1856. Whole 

number of members, 383; initiations durin,:( the year, So; fees to the G rand 
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l .odge, ,S124.X6; all of which I have paid over to the Grand Trea.,urer, and he 

ha.~ signed duplicate receipts therefor. 

l\'lasonry is prosperous and in a very healthy condition in this Oistriet gen· 

e rally, and the bre thren seem to be a.:tna ted by the spirit of Friendship and 

BJotherly Love in all their masonic intercourse with each other and with the 
w.oold. 

All o f which is respectfully s ubmitted, 

May 1. 1856. STE I' II EN WeBBER. D. D. C. ilfasler. 

SIXTH DIST RICT. 

7o 1/u Afosl /Vorshipful Grand Lodge o.f Jlfaine. 

T he District Deputy Grand Master o f the Sixth Masnnic Distoict, asks leave 
to report-

That there are nine lodge5 in the Di!<trict, viz :-Amity. at Camden; Phce· 

nix. a t Belfa~l; Mount Hope, ill Hope; King David's, at Lincolnville; Mar­

iner's. at Sea•spoot; Howard. at l''rankfon; Unity. at Freedom; St. John's, 

at Rockport; and ::itar in the West, a t Unity. T wo of these are working 

under disp"n~a tion, viz: S la r in the West, at Unity. and St. John '~ at Rock· 

port. A II of these I have visited once, and some several time~. I have dis­

tribut~:d all neces5ary blanks to the several lodges under my superintendence, 

as 1 have received them from the Grand Secretary; have installed the officers 

elect of three lodges. and have given such instruction as I thought p roper. so 
far as time and opportunity would admit. I fi nd the lodges and brethren in 

general, well united. 

Number of members, :l35· Number initiated the pas t year, 63. 

A 11 of which is respectfully submitted, 

Portland, t.l ay r, 1856. JO H ' G LOVER, D. D. C. Alaster. 

SEVENTH DI STRICT. 

To lhe Jllosl /Vorshipful Graud Lodge of Afaitu. 

The unders igned, Di~ trict Dcvuty C:rand Master of the Seventh Masonic 
Dist ric t, asks leave to report: 

That there a re twelve working lodges within thi~ Distoict, one of which, St. 

John's, at T-langor, is under dispensation ; and all o f which excepting Pioneer, 

at Plantation, No. 11 , Mechanic's, at Orono, and St. John's, a t Bangor, I have 

visi ted once, and severa l of them twice o r more, during the past year. R. W . 
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Jabez True, Deputy Grand Master, visited Mechanic's Lodge on my behalf, 

in February last. ]>ioneer l,odge is located 1\0 far away that l have not found 

it convenient to make it an official visit, nor have I been able to find any 

brother traveling in that direction, whom r could deputize to perform that 

duty. l ha\'e distributed all the blanks and documents furnished me by the 

G r~nd Secretary, among the several lodges•within the District. 

I have found, in visiting the lodges, but two out of the twelve, fully ac· 

quainted with the W ork and Lectures. as authorized by the C: rand Lodge. 
Most of the lodges appear to he en joying a healthy prosperity. The hall of 

Meridian Splendor Lodge, at Newport, was partially destroyed by fire early in 

last winte r, in consequence of which, their meetings and '''o r·k have been sus· 

pended until recently. They have now resumed their meetings regularly. 

Pacific Lodge, at Exeter. has, the past winter, fitted up a new and conven­

ient hall, which was to have been duly consecrated on the 22d of Febn1ary 
las t, had the weather and traveling permitted. 

All of the twelve lodge have made their returns up to April 1s t: 

The whole number of members in this District is 436. Init iations during 

the past year, 62. A mount of fees to the Grand Lodge. St 1 5.00. This sum 

1 have paid over to the Grand Treasurer. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

May ' • r8s6. E. B. A VERlLL. D . D . C. llfastcr . 

EIGHTH DISTRICT. 

To tlu llfost lllorshipful G'rami Lodg.- of llfoiue. 

The undersigned, ' Dist rict Depnty Grand Master of the Eighth Masonic 

Dis trict, would ask leave to report-

T hat there are three lodges in that District, namely, Felici ty, No. '9· a t 

Bucksport; l.ygonia, No. 40, at Ellsworth; and Ri~ing .Sun, No. 70, a t Or· 
land. All of these I have visited once, and most of them thrice. in the course 

of the seaJ;on; installed their officers, by request; examined their records and 

by-laws, and found them it) good condition, and re:ccived their re turns. IO· 

gether with their lodge dues, amounting to the sum of Forty-five Dollars, 

twelve and a half cents. 

All which is respectfu lly submitted, 

May 1 , •8s6. SA MUEL CART J::R. D . 0. C. llfnsiLr. 
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NINTH OIST~ICT. 

To 1/u Afosl IVPrshipjul Cm11d L od.(t: of Jlfoine. 

The unders ig ned, l>i~trict Deputy <:rand Master of said District, a.~ks leave 

to make his annual report. 

11 e has attended t () the duties of the office which he had the ho no r to re­

ceive by appointment from the Mo•;t \Vor~hipful John 111iller, Grand llfaster 

o f the State of Maine, and has the pleasure to say that peace. prosperity and 
bro thl! tly love prevail among all tbe lodges, and a general desire to venerate 

the ancient landmarks and u~ages uf the insti tution; that the se,·eral members • 

m:flntain a re:;;pcctable character, within and witho ut the lodges; no caoge o f 

discipline has been teported, and no one ha:< been expelled from the Order. 

The in~titution is so managed. and ~uch is the ger•eral deportm~nt of its 

members. that Ma.-<Onry has attained a higher character and standing than 

hereto fo re--its light s tands higher and shines brighter than before; its in flu· 
ence iR seen and fell far and wide, and its character is beco ming more known 

and extensive, so that the community are induced to think the re is some good 

in the institution; and the obsolete idea that Masonry was the work of d:trk· 

ne~s nnd the devi l is not very prevalent These facts sho uld l."3 ose the fra­

ternity to rejoice and be gl:td, and to resolve to double their diligence to 

advance its progress, alw:~ ys rtlmemhe ring that the g reatest vigilance is re­

quired to ad,•ance any good cause: a nd may all he disposed to do whatever 

their ha nds find to do with nll their mig ht, looking to the 1\ro:at Architect of 

the Uhiverse to l(uide and direct them, praying that he would continue to 

bless and prosper the lns tirntion, and to extend its influence to earth's remot· 

est bound, so tha t every brothe r ma n, ho wever renrote may be hi!ll!iluatio n. 

shall come unde r its .nlutary influence and be partaker of its benefits: then 

will come that time predicted, when all shall know the Lord. and every man 

shall do to his fellow man as he wo uld he s ho uld do to him. Then there will 
be one great united famil y o f man, and all will be free and accepted masons. 

~o mote it be. 
I have received the returns and dues of Warren and St. Croix Lodges, 

which amount to $27.6~. which amo unt I have forwarded to the Grand Treas· 

urer, by mail. 

I h:we not received the dues from Easte rn Lodge, and no return from 

Was hington Lodge. 

Agreeably I I) a dispensation fro m the ;\I. W. John Mille r, Esq., Grand r.Jas· 

te r of the :State of Maine. dated September rCi, 1855• 1 did, on the 27th day o f 

September, A D. t855· at Lubec, dedicate in due and a ncient fo rm, a ne w and 
commodious hall, hnilt by the brethren o f WashinJ:(too Lodge, fo r their use 

and accommodation. lt is n very handsome and convenient hall, s tanding on 

their o wn land. and re flects muc h c redit on the brethren fo r their enterprise 

and spirited exertions. 
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All communications made to me intended for the Grand Lodge, or for the 

~everal s ubordinate lodge.~, have heen duly attended to, and document~ and 

blanks fro m time to time received, have been dis tributed; a new s upply will 

be wanted, particnlarly dipfomal'. 

Being unable to \•isit all the lodges in this Difitrict, I appointed some suit· 

able brothers to perform that duty, some of whom have made their report~. 

which are hereunto annexed and constitu te a part o f this report. 

A II of which is respectfully submitted, 

May t, 1856. J. C. TALRUT,l}. D . G.ilftuler. 

MILLTOWN. March 19, 1856. 

I.ION. J. · C. TAt.llOT. 

Dear Sir:-\' ours was received. I should have written you before; but 

owing to the bad traveling and .. torms. I have not been able to visit the lodge 

until Monday e,·ening las t. I examined the work and find the lodge is en· 

deavoring to work in conformity to the recommendation of the Grand Lodge 

at the annual communication last May. The records of the lodge appear to 

be correctly kept; and I trust that Sl. Croix Lodge will endea,·or to live up 

to the true principle-s of Masonry, so that she may he a shining fight in the 

grand constellation of Freema.~onry. The present officers are-W. john 

Manning, Master; Sumner 1'. Waldron, S. \Varden; C.:. F. Washburn, Junior 

Warden; E. N. Harris, Secretary; F. Williams . Trea~nrer; Wm. Mc H enry, 

Tyler ; A lex. Gilmore, Sen. Deacon ; James Simpso••· Jun. De~con . 

I have not put the names of the officers in proper form, so I will give you 

the names of the S tewards. whic h are.- A. S. Townsend and Edward Guest. 

If any other information is "anted, please write and I will attend to it with 

pleasure. I am, yours truly, 
M. II ASTI ' GS. 

R. W. J. C. T ALBOT. 
EASTrORT, February 2;. t856. 

Agreeably to your request I have visited Eastern Lodge, N<J. 7• and beg 

leave to make the following report: 

The by-laws are the same as when you las t visited the lodge, and are strict ly 

in acwrdance with the requirements of the M. W. G . Lodge and the principles 

and usages of the Ftaternity. The records have been kept in a regular and 

systematic style, and are all correct. l would here state that the lodge was 

visited last Fall by Bro. Dockham, who had been appointed by the Grand 

Lodge a.~ Grand Lecturer, from whom we got the revised Work and Lectures; 

and I am happy to say. that the officers have qualified themselves, :Uld dis· 

charge the.ir duties correctly and promptly. This lodge is in a flourishing con· 

dition and are constantly adding to thdr numbe r those whom I trust will pro,·e 
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worthy bretn ren and he an honor to the T a1stitution. I regret that it was not 

convenient for you to make Ill' a visit, personally. 

l remain, yours respectfully and fraternally, 

)O il N l.. BOWMAN. P. Afnsl~r. 

T ENT H DISTRICT. 

7o tit~ JlfoJt Worshipful Crnnr/ LorJ.tr.: of Mnine. 

The under~igned, Dis trict Oeputy Grand Master o f the Tenth Masonic Uis­

trict, asks leave to submit the fo llowing report : 

This is a new Di.~trkt, compo~ed of five lodge.~. viz: 1\Jaine, No. 20; 

Northern S tar. No. 28; Somerset, No. 34 ; Blue Mountain, No. 67; and Key­

S tone, No. So. 1 have distributed the doings of the Grand Lodge and the 

nece\\~ary blanks to the !leveral hdges. I have visited all the lodges i11 the 

District in the course of the year, and fo und them in a sound and healthy con­

dition. Brotherly love and harmony prevail, and I found a general disposi­

tion to keep up the" ancient landmarks" of masonry. and guard well its porta ls. 

T he lodge.~ in this District are all in a flourishing condition, excepting 

Northern Star, which JOen~;bJy feels the loss of many worthy brothers, who aa e 

now members o f Key-Stone Lodge. I found the Lrethren rather despond­

ing, but endeavored to encourage them, as I could ~ee nothing disco11raging 

in their situation. They own a convenient lodge room, decent regalia and 

furniture. and have abou t four hundred and fifty dollars in funds. They are 

rather ·• rus ty," but have abundant talent to perfect themst!h·es in the work 

and lectu res. 

None of the lodges have a ~tpecial Charity F und, bnt cons ider all th'eir funds 

charity fonds, except what is absolutely necessary for lodge expenses. 

The lodges have adopted the work and lectures as approved by the G rarrd 

Lodge. except Northe rn S ta r and Somerset. I recommended to them to em · 

ploy a Grand Lecturer, as they both had abupdant funds for that purpose. 

[ do not learn that they. a.~ yet, have taken any s teps to info rm themselves 

in the approved work and lectu res. 

Maine Lodge, No. zo, at Wilton. re turns thirty-three membel"". Initiated 

se,•en. Rejected two. 

Northern S tar Lodge. No. 28, at North Anson. No re turn. 

Somerset Lodge, No. 34· at S kowhegan, returns fifty-nine members. I ni­

tiated live. Re11ident MaMLer Masons, no t members o f any lodge, twenty-two. 

lllue Mountain Lodge. No. 67, at Phillip~. returns twenty-six members. 

Initia ted five. 

Key-Stone Lodge, a t Solon, returns thirty·seven membeas. Initiated eight. 

All o f which is respectfully submitted , 

JOHN H . WI LLARD, D. D. C. Aftut~r. 
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LIST OF LODGES 

SUHUKOI NATF. 1'0 TilE 

GRAND J .... ODGE OF MA.INE, 

AND OF THE IR OFFICERS. 

AS B WTU ilN'F.l) APRil'. I. 18~0 . 

Port land, 1, Portland. C hartered March 30. •70CJ· Henry C'. Lovell. M ; 

Joseph Fo·wler, sw; Nath'l 1.. i'urinto n, JW; Cyrus Cummings, CHAr> ; 

Samuel Chase. Jr., TR; Mo~e~ Dodge. s; Charles F. King. sn; Charles 

SamP"on, JO; H . B. Hrown, ss; Oaniel Stevens, JS; Samuel Uryant, 

S ENT; Isaac Da,•is, T. Stated meetings, second Monday in ~ach mont h. 

Annual Election, at the s tated n1eeting in November. 

Warren, z, East Machias. C hartered 1778. John F. Harris, M ; 1' . 1.. Tal­

bot, sw; E lijah H all, J w ; ('had es I L Talbot, TR ; II . A . Raymond. s; 

Cha rles H . Sevey, so; Joel W. King~<ley. JD; John D. Sargent. MAR; 

j o hh M. Jenks, ss; H . L. Hill . JS; C harles T o wnsend, T. Sta ted meet­

ings, Tuesday before full moon. Annual e lection, at the s tated meeting 

in O.:ce~ber. 
Lincoln, 3· Wiscasset. C hartered J nne 1, 1792. Daniel K. Kennedy. M ; 

Calvin R. H araden, sw; George Scou, JW; Erastus Foote, Jr .. CHAP; 

Joseph W. Taggart, 'rR; Silas W . Robinson. s; John T opham, sn: Sul­

livan Wright,JD; William Lowell. M.~R; Job L. White, ss: Andrew 

H araden, JS; A Ideo Bailey. T. ::itated meeting:;, Th111sday evening pre­

ceding full moon. Annual election. at the stated meeting in December. 

I lancock 4· Castine. C ha rtt:r s urre ndered. 

Kennebec, 5· Hallowell. Chartered March 16, 1796. F. J . Day. M ; Hiram 

Fuller, sw; George W. l'erkins, JW; O rl ando C urrier, TK ; Daniel Rus · 

sell, s; Franklin Glazier, Jr., SP: Anderson J. Lynn. JO; Geo rge II. Nye, 

ss; Benjamin F . Meservey, JS; Ira Cass, T. .Stated meetings, W ednes­

day preceding full moon. Annual election, at the stated meet ing in No­

vember. 

Amity, 6, Camden. Chartered March 10, t8or. George W . Clover, M; E . 
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C. Knight. sw; Caleb Thomas, JW: Benjamin Crabtre.e, TR; Joseph 

C. Mirick, s: George T. Crabtree. sn; Robert W. Jacobl;, JO; Samuel 

Chase, MAR; Samuel Kirk , ss; Marshall P. (;lover, JS; j osiah Barhour, 

T. Stated meetings, l"riday preceding full moon. Annual election, at 

the stated meeting in January. 

Eastern. 7· Eastport. Chartered t8oJ. Samuel Kyle, M ; J. n . White, SW ; 

C. L. Tuttle, JW; Charles Bugbee, CUAP; Gideon Stickney. TR.: Nathan· 

iel Noyes, s; E. S. Corey, sn; R. T:!. Patterson. J I); Richard P. Bates, 

MAR : Joseph B. Buck. ss: James Macormich, JS; james Waide, T. 

Stated meetin g~. first Monday in each month. Annual election, at the 

s tated meeting in December. 

United, 8. Brunswick. 'Chartered, December q, rSo t. George W . Cbase, 

M ; j ohn R. ITaley, sw; Joseph Stet son. JW; Joseph H utchinson, CIIAt': 

Richard G reenlear, TR : Willi:~m Baker, s; Charles Crosman, SD; Chas. 
E. Owen, JD ; F . II . Weymouth, MAR ; Abraham Kincaid, ss; A. ]. 

Booker, JS; Moses M. Marsh, T yler. Stated meeting~. third Tuesday in 

each month. Annual election, at the stated meeting in December. 

Saco, 9· Saco. C h;utered june 16, t8oz. Timothy J. Murr·ay, M; Edward P. 

l:lurnham. sw; William Hobson, JW; j oseph Stevens, T R ; James H. 

Pillsbury, s; Andrew ll obson, Jr., sn; joseph Milliken, Jfl; Mark Prime, 

MAR ; William Andrews. ss; Moses Lowell , JS; l .eander Bryant, T. 

Stated meeting~. first and third Wednesdays of each month. Annual 

election, at the s tated tnecting in May. 

Rising Virtue, 10, Bangor. Chartt:red September 16, 1802 Alpheus Lyon, 

M; Gustavus F'. Sargent, sw; Jeremiah Fenno, JW: Caleb D. Pill:tbury, 

CHAI'; joseph C. Ste\'ens, TR; George W . Snow. s; Silas Alden. so; 

Owen Mo_ran, JO; William H . Mills, MAR.; Augustus Silber, ss; Heiman 

P. Spitz, JS; S imeon Everton. '1'. S tated meetings, ·ruesday on or before 

full moon. Annual elec tion. at the stated meeting in December. 

Pythagorean, '' · Fryeburg. C ha r·ter ~urrcndered. 

Cumberland. 12, N~<w Glouce<ter. Chartered june 13, 18o3. 1'. H. Wey· 

mouth, M; J ohn jnmpcr, sw; George W. Plummer, JW; l3enjamin 'vV. 

Merrill, TR; Moses Plummer, s: john l)reble, so; Solomon A. l'lrnn· 

mer, J"; George W. Bailey, ss: Chanes M. Allen, JS; Peltiah Lyon, T. 

S tated meet ings Monday preceding full moon. Annual e lec tion, a t the 
stated meeting in No,·ember. 

Oriental, IJ. Bridgton. C hartered March 1 2, 1804. George S mall, M ; Asa 

Warren, sw: George S. Farnsworth, JW; George Peirce. TR ; Samuel 

Andrews, 2d, s; John Kilborn , so: David Fowler,JD: Abram M. Sa••age, 

MAR; Abner S mith, ss: William T. Kilb111n, JS; John Bumal, T . S ta ted 

meetings, Monday on or before full moon. Annual election, at the s tated 
meeting in October. 
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Solar, 14, Bath. C hartered September 10, 18o4. David R. Wylie, M; j ohn 

Mathews, s w ; J. T . Furber, JW; j ohn Dearing, CIIA I'; Davis Hatch, TK; 

John P. Allen, s ; Malcom McQuarrie;su; john II. Mc Lellan, Jll; Rich­

ard R. Smith, MAR ; j ohn G. Robinson, ss; Ch:ules W. PotLer, JS; john 

Young, T. S tated meeting.<. first Thu1·sday in each month. Annual 
election, at the s tated meeting in December. 

Orient, 15, Thomaston. C harte red September 10, 1805. 0. ). Fernald, M; 

E. H. llinkley, sw; George F. Carr. JW ; Robert Walsh. TR; n. A. Low­

ell , s; A. ) . Renner. s n; T. R. Hewett. Jll: William Hodgkin~. ss; john 

McDonald, Jl!: Thomas Dunn, T. S tated meetings, Tuesday preceding 

full moon. Annual e lection, at the ,;tated meeting in january. 

St. George's, 10, \\' a rren. c 'harlered March ro, r8o6. Stephen B. Dockham, 

M: Alden M. Wetherbee. s w; James Kirkpatrick, JW : Wm 11. Wether­

bee, TR; Alexa~der C rawford, s: lame~ Teague. sn; Dennis Menick, 

JO; J. W. Richmond, MAR; Allen McLa ughlin , ss; John C. Crawford. 

)S; George Kirk, T . Stated mtetings,lllrlnday r>rer:eding full moon. An· 

nual election. at the s tated meeting in Novemher. 

Ancient Landmark. ' 7· l'ortland. Chartered June 10, rRo6. Stevens Smith, 

M ; A. I>. Stin~on , sw; George I-I a~ le t, JW; Cha',; Fobes. TR ; Ira 'Berry, 

s; W arren Phillips, SO; Stephen Berry, Jll; John F. PurinJon. MA R ; I. 

C. Nesmith, ss; Thomas Richardson. JS. S tated meetinJl:s, fir;~t Wedne~­

day in each month. Annual election, at the stated meeting in llecember. 

Oxford, rS, Norway. Chartered September q, r8o7. C.eorge W. 1\lilleu, M; 

Benjamin Gredy, sw ; Ceylon Watson. JIV: j ames \V . l<'ord. CHAt•: Jon­

athan Blake, TR; Benjamin G. Barmws, s; Syhanus Cobb, Jr., so: Geo. 

Jackson, JD; David F. Noyes, M,, K ; Samuel Freeman, Jr., ss; Thoma$ 

H. Kelley, Jr, JS ; l l'aiah M. Burnell, T. .' tated meetings, Thursday of 

the week in which the moon fulls. Annual elec tion, a t the s tated meet· 
ing in September. 

Feliciry, 19, Bucksport. Chartered Ma rch t4 . rl$09. David C. ll omer, M; 

Thom::~g B. Emery, sw: William II. Chase, )\\'; Samuel Carter, 1'R; 

James B. Parker, s; James B. McKinley, sn; Horace P. Fifield, JO; 

Thaddeus B. I I awley, ss ; E lijah f>. Emerson, JS ; Samuel Oorr. T: Stated 

meetings, Monday evening preceding full moon. Annual election, first 

Tuesday irr n ecember. 

Maine, 20, Wilton. Chartered June ' 3· 18o<}. james C. llar~r. M: Albert 

Bailey, sw; S umner B. Walke r, JW; Robert Goodenow, TR; john I I. 

Willard, s; Daniel Daisey, so; Reuel B. full er, JO; joseph G. ll o)•t, 

ss : C harles A. Watson, JS; j ose1>h L. Brown, T. Stated meetings, 

Wednel'day of the week of full moon. Annual election. at stated meet· 

ing in 
Oriental Star, 2 t, North Livermore. Chartered June t j, rSt t. l{enel Wash-
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burn, M; Pete r T . l lluhaway, sw; E\'ande r W. Leonard, JW; Moses 

Stone and C eo. Bate~. C ll i\ P's; O tis Pr;ty, TR ; Gideon Elli~. s; John n. 
Hodge. s u ; Ephoa im T . Stetson, J ll ; Jo hn B. Marro w, MAR; Uaniel 

Austin, ss; O rin 1{. Stetson, JS; Ebenezer I l ind~. T. Stated meetings. 

Tue~day on o r hefo oe full moon. Annual e lcc: tio n. at the stated meeting 

in September. 

Y<> rk , zz, Kennebunk. Chnll t:r~d March tJ, tS IJ . O lin Kimball. M; Alvah 

Cook, sw; George B. Lill lefi cld, JW ; Stephen Perkins, TR; A I fred 

Littlefi eld , s ; A. W . Mendum, s n; John T . Brown, Jll; Elbridge G . 

Stevens, MAR ; Ebenezer !l odge, ss : Kichard C . Haynes, JS; Ah•ah J . 

Rideou t. T . Stated meetings, Monday on or be fo re full moon. Annua l 

ek>etion, at the s ta ted meeting in Dece mbe r.· 

F recpo ot , :!J, Freeport . Chart~:red in t8 r 5· John Collins , M; Samue l Thing, 

s w ; William A. Mitchell, JW; Da"is Randall , CIIAP; William K. Ken · 

da ll, TR; James M. Smythe , s; John ·I.. K elsey, s n ; William M. C nrtis . 

Jll; R R. Kendall , MAR ; Wi ll iam P. Rogers , ss ; ll iram 13. Tuttle, JS; 

lose ph Dillingham, T . Stated meetings, Monday preceding full moon. 

Annual e lec tion, at the J< tat ed meeting in December. 

l'ha:nix, 2 4, Belfast. Charte red October t6, 1828. Cornelius Hinds, M; AI · 

d en D. Cha.<e, s,v: Samue l H . Walke r, J W ; William 0. Poor, CII AI' ; 

Ti111othy Cha.~e, T R ; Timoth y Thorndike, s; j ohn E sten, s o ; William 

llo h , JD; Jo~eph 5. No yes, MAR; H . F. Jones, ;;s; A. J. Macomber, JS: 
P: zekie l Bnrgess, 'l'. Stated meetings, Monday p1·eceding full moon. An · 

nual e lection at the s tated meeting in January. 

T e nople, 25. Winthrop. Not wo o king . bnt retains its charte r. 

Village. 26, Rowdoinha m. ('h;utered 5 t ptember 16, 18 17. C eo. W. Tincke r, 

M ; A. H . Cheney, sw: j . C. Adams, JW ; Rufus II. Stinchfield. CII AI'; 

Mo~es 1\l e roill, T R : William Mosely. s; Convel'l! Purington, so; Samuel 

Dunnell, JD; Hugh C urti;;, MAR; Hannon jl'lques, ss ; Nathan Varnum, 

JS ; William H. Wood, T. Stated meetiugs, Wednesday p•eceding rull 

moon. Annnal election, at the stated meeting in December. 

Adoniram 27. J.imin~:ton. ('hartNed Septemhe o 9• t8 t8. john H. Sweat. M ; 

l ~aac II. Libby. s w : W illiam Dimock, J W ; Cha1les F. Osborn, CII AI'; 

)l oses E . Swea t, TR ; Arthur. 1\lc i\ rthur, S ; James i\lc A otbur, so ; lle nry 

P. W aldron, J ro : Henjamin C. Libby. MAR : John Falls, ss: Joshua S. 
Booth by, JS ; T homas l .ord , 1'. Stated meetings , Tuesday on or befo 1·e 

full moon. Annual electio n, at the stated meeting in December. 

No rthe rn Star, 28, Anson. No return . 

Tranquil , z9, Dan"ille. (.;hartel'cd May 20, • ~"~ ·17 · Augus tus Callahan, M: 

A I be rt H. !:;mall, sw : C has. C:. N iebuhr, JW ; Jacob Herrick, TR ; Joseph 

Pea rson Gill, s; Alon11o Andrews, so; Edwin R. Smith, JO: John G. 

Coo k, ss; William W . W ood, JS ; Albert Larrabel!, T . Stated meetings , 
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Wedne!'day on or preceding fnll moon. Annual election, at the s tated 

meeting in January. 

B;d.ing Star, 30, Rumford. Charte red March t t, t8ty. William Fmst, M; 

))avid I!. Farnum. sw: I. A. l>utnam, JW; Elbridge C.. Dunn, r' JtAt•; 

David Kimball, TR; James N. Hricketr, s; Aaron J. AbiJott, sn; J!!m~s 
M. Dolloff, JD; Elijah Bartlett , ss; Hiram Bartle tt, JS ; Farnum Abbott, 

T. Stated meetings, Wednesday on o r before full muon. Annunl elec­

tion, at the stated meeiing in October. 

Union, 3'• Union. Charter arrebted. 

ll ermon, 32, Gardiner. Charte red in rS:zo. Thomas Brie ry, M; Daniel C. 

l>almer, sw; James l\1. Colson, JW; James W . H anson. C H A I'; J. T. 

Smart, T&; R. B. Caldwell, s; C harles H . TJa,•is, S ir: Moody l'almer, JD: 

J. D. Warren, MAR; A . A. Luce, ss: Nathaniel rot. Neal , JS; John Brown, 

1'. Stated meeting~. Tuesday prcc~ding full moon. Annual elec tion, at 

the stated meeting in April. 

Warc r•ville, 33· Watervi lle. Chartered June 27, 1820. Josi;1h .1 I. IJ ntm· 
mond, M; Charles M. Mor~e. ~w ; Edwin ~- Bradfo rd, JW; Calvin Gar­

diner, CHAI'; Jeremiah Arnold, 1'R; Edward H. l'ipe r. s: ~~dward\, . 

I l oog. s : C harles 0. Safford, JO; William A. Caffrt:y, MAR : Edw.rrd 

G. Meader, ss ; William A. Wales, JS; Ste.,hen Tozier, T . S tated meet· 

ing,;, Monday on or before full moon. Annua l election, at the s tated 

meeting in December. 

Somerset. 3-l · Sko\\•hegan. C hartered january t 1. t Sz 1. H~:njamir1 1'. l'ear­
son, M; Darius Daggett, sw; A. D. Jllurray. JW; II. Knowlton, C II AI'; 

John Whitten, TR; j ost:ph l'hilbrick, s; Pauli I I. Stewa rd, Sl>: Vr:wcts 

~eveno, JO; Abraham Wyman, MAR; James L\ratt. s~; .james Fro~ t. JS; 

John P. Boies.'!'. !::itated meeting~, Monday on or prt:~cding full moon. 

Annual election, at the stated meeting in January. 

BethlehenJ,JS• Augusta. Charte red July JO, 182 1. Elias G. ll t:dg.:. M: Gco. 
S. Mulliken, sw; !I! e lvin Pillsbury, JW; Mo~es E . llarnlen, 1'R; Benja­

min C. Robinson, s; Amasa Kelley, so; Freeman \V. Albee, Jl); Geofgc 

W . jones, MAR; Ezra I. Wall, ss; Wolf Joseph, JS; Joshua Rollins, T. 

Stated meetings. Monday preceding full moon. Annual election, at the 

stated meeting in November. 

Casco, 36, Yarmouth. Chartered October 1 1, 11!:!1. Gad llitchcock, M; 0'. 
A. !I ill, sw; Samuel Gooding, JW; (ltis Brown, C HAP; Mathias Allen, 

1.'R; George E. Holyoke, s; John E. Brooks, sn; William Seabury, Jr> ; 

R. L. Storer, MAR; George Bruce, ss; John Gurney, JS; Enoch Young, 

T. Stated meetings. 011 or preceding full moon. Annual election, at the 

stated meeting in October. 

Wa.•hington, 37, Lubec. Chartered, January 24, 1822. John C. Talbot, Jr., 

~~; Levi Caswell, sw ; George T . II unter, JW: John S. l' eckham, C HAI' ; 
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joseph Sumner, TR; C. W. Ring, s; Samuel Starbird. sn; William J . 

Goodwin,Jn; S.ll. Kinohali,MAK ; Salathiel Nickeoson,ss; j a no es H am­

ilton, JS; John Uavid~on. T. Stated nH:t:tings, fio~<t V.' t:dnesday in each 
month. Annual dcction. at the statt:d mt:eting in September. 

llaomony, JS, Goo ham. Chartered January 2-1, 1R22. Merrill Thoma~. M; 

Thoma:; J. l lasty, sw; Jnnas Raymond, JW; John L. A~hby, CIIAI': Oan 

L"aopc111er. TK; ChriMopher ·way, s; j. I. Stephens, sn; A. M. Benson, 

JO; llumphrey Cousins, MAR: C:corge W. Lowell, ss; Edmund Libby, 

JS; Georgt.: L. Darling, "1". Stated meetings, Wedn.,day on or before full 

moon. 1\ nnual election. at the l<tated meeting in December. 

l'enobsc0l • . 1\), J l(!.l(te•. Chaneredjanuary ~ ••• 1322. c:eorgeCutler, M; John 

Martin, Jr., sw; Winkwort h S. Allt:n,JW; J. F. Wt:the•ell. CIIAI' ; l~aiah 

Lincoln, TR; jo;<iah · rosby, s; Charles Leighton, Jr .• sn; John ~I. Mitch· 

ell, Jll; Russell 1.. Merrill, ss; Cyru~ Foss,J~: Joseph Shepherd, T. 

St;ucd mt:etings, ~londay on or before full moon. Annual election, at 

ihe s ta ted meet ing in Occt!mber. 

J.ygonia, -10, Ell'>worth. Challered Aptil t6. tSz::. DaniJl P. Lake, M; 

Benjamin F. Thorn~. sw; Charlc:~ II Rurton, JW; Seth Padelford, TR; 

William Somerhy. s; Israel M. Clay. su; Albert(;. Brooks, JO; William 
1 lunnawill, MAR; Isaiah l:llaisdel, ss; George K Smith, JS; John S. 

Ober, T. Stated meetings. on 'H v•cceding full moon every month. An· 
nnal elec tion, at the stated meeting in September. 

Morning St.~r, -1 t , Litchfidd. Charter !our rendered. 

l' recdom, 42, Limerick. Chartered January 1 'I· t8'2J. William Cobb, M; 

Aaton N. Bradbury, sw; George l< obells, JW; Robert Cole. TK; Gil· 

man Louge.,. s; Simeon S. ll asty, su; Samuel 13. Philpot, JU; Oliver 

Miles,ss: Isaiah P. Winslow, JS; Abner Libby, zd.T. Stated meet· 

ings, Wednesday on or preceding full moon. Annual election, at the 
statt:d ruecting in February. 

i\ Ina, 43• l>amariscolla. Chartered January q, 1lb3. lhniel A. Campbell, 

)I; Thontas Dearing, sw; Peabody Simmons. JW: H. C. Tilton, CHAP : 

William llitchcock, TR; Isaac Chapman, s; V. H. Oakes, sn: J. W. 

Uavid,Ju: ll iram llatch, MAR ; Benjamin E. Lombard,ss; George A. 

Miller, JS; E. R Kennedy, T. Stated meetings, Wednesday preceding 
full moon. Annual elt.oct ion, at the stated meeting in December. 

l'i!lcataquis, 44, Milo. Chartered October zS, 1!!~3· William H . Stinchfield, 
M; Edward Nason, sw; john S. Sampson, JW; Abner Ford, TR; Rus· 

sell Kiltredge, s; William E. Gould, so; Isaac Leonard, Jll; David 

Shepherd, ss; T. Sargent, Jr., JS; Samuel V.lllillet, T. Stated meetings. 
Friday on o r before full moon. Election, at the stated meeting on or 

preceding St. John the Evangelist's day. 

Central, 45· C hina. Chartered April t!!, 1824. Charles Taylor, M; Mark 
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Rollins, Jr., sw; Daniel W. Griffin, JW; Alfred Fletcher, TR; 0. W. 

Washburn, s; j ohn T . Maine, su; Perry Gilman, Jll; Alvah Matden, 

~tAR; F. McLaughlin, ss; J. P. l'erkins, JS; W. M. Maxfield, T. ~tated 

meetings, Wednesday on or before full moon. Annual cl~;:ctjon. at the 

~tated meeting in September. 

:-;t. C roix, 46, Calais. C harte r renewed May 29. tS.JS· John Manning, 

M; S. T. Waldron, SW ; C. F . Wa.~hburn, JW; Francis Williams, TR; 
E. N. Harris, s; Alexander Gilmore, so; James Simpson, JU; A. S. 

T ownsend, ss; Edward Guest, JS; William Mc Henry, 1'. S tated meet· 

ing:<, Monday preceding full moon. Annual election. December :!7th. 

l>nnlap, 47, Biddeford. Charteted January 13, 1826. Ftedetick D. Edgerly. 
M; Jo'rancis A. S mall, sw; Charles A. Shaw, JW; St:th S. Faitfield, TR; 

Baonabas E. C utte r. s; John I I. Ruonham, su; l'' rancis Atkinson, jrt; 

Thomas K. Lane, ~JAR; Esrt!ff II. Hanks, ss; A bel H . Jellisnll , JS; 

William Burnham, T . Stated meetings, on or bdoref11l! moon. Annual 

e lectio n, at the s t.<ted meeting in D ecember. 

Lafayette, 48, ~eadfleld. C har te red May zo, tSso. j ohn Vosmus, M; Emety 

O. l:!ean, sw; Asa Gile, JW ; O tis H. Johnson, CIIAI• ; Oavitl Smith , TR; 

Dana B. Fogg, s; I ral! S. C hapman, so; Matthew Haywaod, Jll; Oliver 

Bean, MAR; Franklin Hean. ss; Jarvi.'4 1\ olin, JS; John E. Varnty, T. 
S tated meetings, Saturday on o r preceding full moon. Annual el.:ction, 

a t the s tated meeting in Scptentber. 

Meridian Splendor, 49• Newpoo t. C hartered in r8 26. l'eleg II. Tracy. M; 

George W. C laok, sw; John Henson, JW; Benjamin D. :)ma ll . C'II AI'; 

Thomas Claok, TR; l:!"njamin 1'. Fuob.:r, s: athan L. llnyden, Sl>; 

Jam!!!~ 0. Tracy, JD; Henry W. T o wle, MAR; John J. Pillsbury. ss ; 

John B. Prescott, JS; George W. Prel!cott , T. Stated rnet:lings, Tflllr~­
day on o r preceding each full moon. Annual e lection. first 1\l onday in 

January. 
Auro ra, 50, Rockland. C hart.:ted july 18, tgz6. John C. Moody, M; t\1ay· 

na•d Sumner, sw; O rtin 1'. Mitchell. JW: Joseph 0. Sl<inner,:; CHAt'; 

Richard Walke r, 1 C ll t\l'i Cons tant l<ankin, TR: Chatles N. (; eo maine, 

s; John L. Stevens, so; Jienjamin ll. Mean. jn ; William I I. Titcomb, 

)tAR ; Lewis M. True, ss; Thomas B. Glover, JS; Lewis Richaod~on.T. 

Stated meetings, Wednesday on or prectding full moon. Annual dec­
tion, at the stated meeting in Uctoher. 

St. John's, 51, South Uerwick. Charter restored, 1856. Benjamin 1'. Parks, 

M; Abner Oakes, sw; George II. Wakefi eld, sw; Josiah Paul, '1'1!: John 

N. Goodwin, s; George B. ~awyer. Sl>; William A. C romwt:ll, JtJ; 0 . K. 

Grant, MAR; John H . Sanders, ss; Dennis Ferguson. JS; Sewell Me· 

Daniel, T. Stated meetings. Tuesday on or preceding full moon. 

Mosaic, 52, Dover. Charte red july 16, 1827. Sands Bailey, M; Edward 1'. 
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Edes, sw; Samuel M. Sewall, JW; Caleb G. Robbins, CHAP; Luther 

Chamberlain, TR; William Paine, s; Charles J\1. Huck, so; David P. 

Robinson, JO ; Bradman A. Turner, MAR; Charles K. Kendall, ss; Wm. 

McComb, JS; C. :11. Cobb, T. Stated meetings, Thursday on or heforc 

full moon. Annual l!lection, at the stated meeting in Docember. 

Rural, 53• Sidney. Charter surrendered. 
Vassalborough, 54, Va.ssalborough. C hartered May 9, 1827. John llomans, 

M; j. E. Wing, sw; Hiram Pishon, JW; Cyrus Phenix, CHill'; Timothy 

Roweii,TR; EdwardGray,s; J.EdwinWing,so; llenry!\1.Pishon,JO; 

Is rael Donham, MiiR; William P . Whitehouse, ss; jonathan Cross, JS; 

George W. Hussey, T. Stated meetings, Tuesday on or before full 
moon. Annual election, at the s tated meeting in December. 

Fraternal, 55, Alfred. No Return-Officers· reported by th,e D. D. G. Master. 

Joshua H errick, M; Edward Chase, sw ; Hiram N. Tripp, JW; Albert 

Locke, TR; William Trafton, s; B. J . Herrick, so; Abial Farnham, JD ; 

John Trafton, 1'. 

Mount Moriah, 56, Denmark. Chartered January 23, 1828. Levi P. Sawye r, 

M; Jo~eph BenneLt, sw; Ma rshall S. G ray, JW; William F. Uavis, TR.; 

Francis L. Rice, s; Wm. Pingree, so; Dominicus G. Tarbox, Jl); Sewall 

Fly, MAR; William Allen, ss; Richard H. Bean, JS; Foster Trumbull, 

T. Stated meetings , Wednesday on or preceding full moon. Annual 

election, at the stated meeting in December. 

King Ili ram, 57, D ixfield. Cha'her surrendered and lost. 

Unity, 58, Freedom. Chartered May T S· 1828. james W eed, M; Harrison 
McDonald, sw; William B. Leach, JW; Josiah Brown, CHiiP; George 

Ran let, TR; Nathaniel E. Keene, s; Jonathan H. Fuller, so; Thomas R. 
Clement, JO; William Stevenson, MAR; \Vm. Murray, ss; Wm. Nash, 

JS; Ivo ry Lord , T. Stated meetings, Thursday on or before full moon. 

Annual election, at the s tated meeting in October. 

Mo unt I lope, 59, Hope. Cha•tered May S• 1848. john Lermond, M; John 

G. Fish, sw; G. M. Blackinton, Jr., JW; Moses G. Me tcalf, TR ; H enry 

Hobbs, SEC; jo~iah Hobbs, so; Joseph Robbins, JD; G. M. Hlackinton, 
Mil R; John T. Collins, ss; Samuel C rabtree, JS ; Church F ish, T. Stated 

meetings, Wednesday on o r before full moon. Annual e lection, at the 

stated meeting in February. 

S tar in the East, 6o, Old Town. Chartered February 23, r848. j ohn H . 

Rmitb, M ; Ira Wallace. sw ; James F . E llis, JW; I. C. Knowlton, CliAl' ; 

1-fi r:rm Smith, T il ; Solomon Moulton, s; H enry Moor, so: Wm. Kings­

ley, JO; Ope lia r Pearson, MiiR; Mark W. Gammon, ss; William S. Lee, 

JS; j oseph Mo ulton, T. Stated n1eetings, on Monday eve preceding full 

moon. Annual electio n, at the stated meeting in September. 

King Solomon's, 6r, Waldoborough. Chartered May 4, 1849. Cyrus C. At · 

ro 
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well , M; William Eugley, sw; William Bearce, JW; Thomas Genthner, 

TR; John Balch, s; Lewis S. Soule, so; M. M. Rawson, JD; ll enderson 

E. Miller, ss; John W . T Pbbetts, JS; Cha rles Vannah, T . Stated meet· 
ings, l•'riday on o r before full moon. Annual election, December 27. 

King David's, 62, Lincolnville. Chartered June JO, tllso. Minot Crehore, 

M; David H owe, sw; Joseph Btewster, JW; [Stat:! Decrow, 'l' R ; Henry 

Crehore,s; Austin D. Knight, so; David B. Decrow,JII; Amos Pen­

dleton, MAlt; George M. Bragg. ss; James Perry, JS; Orlando Stevens, 

T. l:)tated meetings, Tuesday on o r preceding full moon. Annual elec­

tion, at the stated meeting in February. 

Richmond, 63, Richmond. Chartered May, 1S5o. jonathan l:). Chapman, 

M; D. W. C. Chamberlain, sw; James M. Kelley, JW; Zina H . Blair, 

CHAt'; WilliallJ A. Ramsdell; TR; A biel Avery, s; George II . Theobald, 

so; Elias H . Witham, Jll; Danit~l C lark, Jr., MAR; Otis Whitney, ss; 

George W . Flynt, JS; H enry W. Lawson, T. Stated meetings, Monday 

on or preceding full moon. Annual election, at the s tated meeting in 

October. 

Pacific, 64, Exeter. Chartered May 12, 1S51. David Batker, M; Nathaniel 

E. Brown, sw; William Southard, JW; Thomas Atkins, CHAP; Nathaniel 

Barker, Til ; Joshua Palmer, s; John W hitney, so; Charles Butters, J I>; 

William Wadley, MAll; Roland T. Pomroy, ss; Jona than Hiii,Js; Hazen 

Eastman, T. Stated meetings, Wednesday P. M. on or precedi tJg full 
moon. Annual election, at the stated meeting in january. 

Mystic, 65, Hampden. Chartered March 1, •Sst. R. K. Stetson, M; ) . Hill, 

sw; D. C rockett, JW; E. J. Dudley, TR; J. H. Stua rt, s; F. I I. Phlpp~, 

so; E. A. Harding, JD ; G. A. C urtis, MAR; D. S. !;tone, ss; J. C rosby, 

Jr., JS; S. l:). Garland, T. Stated meetings, third Tuesday in each month. 
Annual election, last Tuesday in December. 

Mechanics', 66, Orono. Chartered May 12, rSs•· William E. jones, M; 

Henry H. Brackett, l;W; Peleg T. Whitney, JW; L. 1'. Rand. Cit A I'; E. P. 

Treat, TR; Thos. W. Millan, s; David McMillan, so; Thomas J. Drew, 

JO; Hiram Joy, MAR ; 0. P. Merryman, ss; David I.ord,Js ; Abel Moore, 

T. Stated meetings, Wednesday on or before full moon. Semi·annual 

elections, June 24th, and December 27th. 
Blue Mountain, 67, Phillips. Chartered May ro, rSsz. C urtis Smith, M; 

Henry L. Whitcomb, sw; Sylvanus Robbins, JW; S ilas H. I:! rack ell, 

CIIAP; Ephraim Rand, TK ; 11. W. Dow, s; jonathan C ushman, so; 1'. 

Newman, JD; Seward Dill, MAR; Samuel A. Blanchard, ss; A. II. llan­

kerson, JS; Timothy Perkins, T. Stated meetings, Wednesday eve uear­

est the full moon. A nnual election, at the stated meeting in November. 

Mariners', 68, Searsport. Chartered October 25, 1S5 1. A I bert II. Barnes, 

M; Eliab Stevens, sw; Marlboro Packard, JW; James Field, CIIAP ; A J. 
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pheus Field, TR; Charles H. Whitney, s; lsaac N. Harriman, so; Otis 
D. Black, .JD ; Peter Sweetser, MAR; Daniel S. Simpson, ss; Benjamin 

Pace, JS; Thomas N. Park, T . Stated meetings, Tuesday on or preced­
ing full moon. Annual election, at the stated meeting in May. 

Howard, E9, Frankfort. Chartered March, 1853· H. G. Morgan, M; H. A. 
Aery, sw; George Dunham, J •V; E. H. Small, CH AP; ]. Clark, TR; W. 
!{. Bell, s; Edward H. Hopkins, so; John Wright, JO; Richard Trevett, 
MAR; Edward Bolon, ss; Job Lord, JS; Otis C. Couillard, T. Stated 
meetings, l<.riday on or preceding full moon. Annual election, at the 
stated meeting in January. 

Steep Falls, 70, Stand~~b. Charter revoked. 
Rising Sun, 71, Orland. Chartered October 18, 1852. Nathan Emerson, M; 

jesse Gardner, sw; Henry W. Gott, JW; David B. Eyther, CHAP; Still· 
man Cotton, TR; David B. Hyther, s; John R. Wardwell, so; Elijah 

- Partridge, JD; William Oakes, MAR; William W. French, ss; William 
W. Saunders, JS; Benjamin C. Saunders, T. Stated meetings, first Tues· 
day in each month. Annual election, at the stated meeting in October. 

Pioneer, 72, Plantation No. 11. Chartered May 5• 1854· Joseph Pollard, M; 

J ra D. Fish, sw; Eben Trafton, JW; David N. Rogers, TR; Rufus G. 
Kalloch, s; Ansel T. Mooers, so; Andrew J . Flint, JD; Elbridge G. 
Duke, ss; William Goding, JS ; Charles S. Thurston, T. Stated meet­
ings, Monday preceding full moon. Annual election, first Monday in 

August. 
Tyrian, 73• Minot. Chartered January 21, t85J· D. P. Atwood, M ; S. B.· 

Hutchins, sw; Josiah Carr, JW; R. H. Ford, CHAP ; Tristram Dural:·rR; 
W. W. Knight, s; A. Golderman, so; Charles Hackett, J O; Lorenzo 
Edgcomb, MAR; Solomon Atwood, ss; Elias Moor, JSi George Moor, 
T. Stated meetings, Thursday on or before full moon. Annual election, 
at the stated meeting in January. 

Bristol, 74, Bristol. Chartered March 1, 1853· James H. Varney, M; James 
Myers, sw; Silas Woodbury, JW; Hiram Murphy, CHAP; James Erskine, 
TR; James Varney, s; George H. Muchmore, so; B. E. Etheridge, JO; 

David Day, MAll; H enry C. Hatch, ss; Abel C. Huston, JS; B. F. Jahn, 
'1'. Stated meetings, Monday preceding full moon. Annual election, at 

the stated meeting in December. 
Plymouth, 75• Plymouth. Chartered May 5, 1854. A. T. C. Dodge, M; B. 

F. W. Kimball, sw; Lewis H. Porter, JW; Samuel Butman, CHAP; W. 
S. McNelly, 1'R; F. D. Jenkins, s Daniel Stone, sn; P. L. Wentworth, 
JD; ]. L. Drake, MAR; W. R. !;oper, ss; S. S. Hackett, JS; Asa Heath, 
'1'. Stated meetings, Tuesday on or preceding full moon. Annual elec­
tion, at the ~tated meeting in January. 

Arundel, 76, Kennebunk PoJt. Chartered June 26, 1 ~54· Samuel Pope, M; 
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Woodbury Goodwin, sw; Clark Peterson, JW; Charles Andrews, CHAP; 

Char:e.~ Goodwin, TR; H . H. Chadbourne, s; James H. Tripp, so; Jas. 
Cameron,Jf>; John F. Mason, ~fAR; James 1.. Cole, ss; Alison 13. Huff, 
JS; John S. Davis, T , Stated meetings, Tuesday on or preceding full 
moon. Annual election, at the stated meeting in February. 

Tremont, 77, Tremont. Dispensation dated August 16, 1855. Acting officers. 
Benjamin Richardson, M; Andrew Tarr, sw; Levi B. Wyman, JW; ~am· 
uel G. Rich, TR; William A. ~: pear, s; james L. Wilson, SD; Nicholas 
Tucker, JD; Collin McRae, ss; Nathaniel Galley. JS; Nathaniel G. l{ich· 
ardson, T. Stated meetings, on or preceding full moon every month. 

Crescent, 78, Pembroke. Dispensation dated July 4, 1854 · Acting officers. 
Bailes Atkinson, M; T. J. Sherman, sw; L. T. Reynolds, JW; Patrick 

McAbe, T&; Lewis L. Wadsworth. Jr., s ; Thomas Wilson, so; Alexan­
der Cameron, JD; T. 'vV. Sherman, 't". Stated meetings, Wednesday on 
or before full moon. Annual election, on St. John's day in December. 

Rockland, 79• Rockland. Chartered October q, 1854. T. K. Osgood, M ; J. 
Gatchell, sw; G. W. Palmer, JW; Z. Colby, TR; 1'. H. McLain, s; Wm 
Farrow, "SO; S. H . Burpee, JD; E. A. Snow, ss; ]. 1{. Richardson, JS; 

C. H. Cables, or. Stated meetings, Tuesday evening preceding full moon. 
Annual election, at the stated meeting in September. 

Key-Stone, 8o, Solon. Chartered December 16, 1854· 0. R. Bacheller, ~• ; 

Isaac W. Adams, sw; Elbridge G. Savage, JW; G. W. Fargo, CHA P ; 

Joel Colby, TR; John Pierce, s; Simon Maynard, sn ; Joshua G. Thomp­
son, JD; Moses V!'· Burnham, MAR; Edward Paul, ss; Samuel Cu rtis, 
JS; Charles Crymble, -r. Stated meetings, Wednesday on or preceding 
full moon. Annual election, at the stated meeting in June. 

Atlantic, 81, Portland. Chartered May J, 1855· William P. Preble, Jr., M; 

Franklin Fox, sw : john B. Fillebrown, JW; Daniel Winslow, TR; Alfred 
M. Burton, s; Rufus H. Hinkley, so; Asa 1'". Woodman, JD; F. A. 
Quinby, MAR : John Dain, ss ; Hermann Kotzschmar, JS. Stated meet· 
ings, third Wednesday evening in every month. Annual election, at tbe 
stated meeting in December. 

St. Paul's, 82, Rockport. Dispensation dated October 27, 1855· Acting oRi · 
cers. Austin Sweetland, ~r; Joshua G. Norwood, sw; H. B. Eaton, JW; 

P. J. Carleton, s; Oliver Andrews, so; AndrewM. Annis,JD; AleJ<ander 
Paschal, ss; John D. Piper, 1'. 

St. Andrew's, 83, Bangor. Dispensation dated February 6, 1856. Acting offi ­
cers. B. F. Mudgett, M; George Bradley, sw; Warren L. A lden, JW; 
John T. Harris, TR; James H . Eaton, s: James H. Butler, so; Daniel 
Morris, JD; Harris M. Plaisted, ss; Samuel E. Perkins, JS; Simeon Ev· 
erton, T. 

Eureka, 84, St. George. Dispensation dated July 27, 1855· Acting officere. 
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Ebenezer Otis, M ; S. H . jackson, sw; John E. Dailey, JW; Charles 

Steams, s. 
Star in the We~ t, Ss. Unity. Dispensation dated May 4, 1855· Acting officers, 

William McG ray, M; Peter G. Jackson, sw; James Com1or. JW; J. S. 
Brown, CII A P; Richard Cornforth, TR; Edmond Murch, s; Nathaniel W . 
:;Letson, s o; Benj. B. Vickery, J D; A mander Rackliff, MAR ; John H us­
~cy, ss; William R. Chandler, JS; Hale Parkhurst, T. 

Temple, 86, Saccarappa. Chartered March 1, 1856. Geo. Warren, M; Jonas 
' Raymond, sw; John L. Ashby, JW; II. J. Bradbury, C HAI'; Samuel T. 

Raymond, TR; Chas. E. Smith, s; David W. Babb, so; Lewis P. Warren, 

JD; W m. Cox, MAR; John E. Coffin, ss; James Pennell, JS; John Skil­
lings, 1'. Stated meetings, Tuesday of the week in which the moon fulls. 
Annual election, at the stated meeting in December. 

MASONIC DISTRICTS IN MAINE. 

FIRST DISTRICT. 

9 Saco, Saco. 
22 Vork, Kennebunk. 

27 Adoniram, Limington. 
42 Freedom, Limerick. 

47 Dunlap, Biddeford. 
51 St. John's, So. Berwick. 
55 Fraternal, Alfred. 
76 Arundel, Ken. Port. 

SECOND DISTRICT. 

IJ Oriental, Bridgton. 
18 Oxfo rd, Norway. 
2 1 Oriental Star, North Livermore. 

29 Tranquil. Uanville. 

JO Blazing Star, Rumford. 
56 Mount Moriah, Denmark. 
73 Tyrian, Minot. 

THIRD DI STRICT. 

1 Portland, Portland. 
8 United, Brunswick. 

12 Cumberland, N. Gloncester. 

14 Solar, Bath. 
17 Ancient Land-Mark, Portland. 

23 Freeport, Freeport. 
36 Casco, Yarmouth. 
38 Harmony, Gorham. 
81 Atlantic, Portland. 
86 Temple, Saccarappa. 
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FOURTH DISTRICT. 

3 Lincoln, Wiscasset. 
15 Orient, Thomaston. 

16 St. George's, Warren. 
43 Alna, Damariscotta. 
50 Aurora, Rockland. 

6 1 King Solomon's, Waldoborough. 
74 Bristol, Bristol. 
79 Rockland, Rockland. 
84 Eureka, St. George. 

FIFTH DISTRICT. 

5 Kennebec, Hallowell. 
26 Village, Bowdoinham. 
32 Hermon, Gardiner. 
33 \.Vaterville, Water;ille. 

35 Bethlehem, Augusta. 

45 Central, China. 
48 Lafayette, Readfield. 
54 Vassalborough, Vassalborough. 
63 Richmond, Richmond. 

SIXTH DISTRICT. 

6 Amity, Camden. 
24 Pha:nix, Belfast. 
58 Unity, Freedom. 
59 Mount Hope, Hope. 
62 King David's, Lincolnville. 

68 Mariners', Searsport. 
69 Howard, Frankfort. 
82 St. Paul's, Rockport. 
85 Star in the We~t. Unity. 

SEVENTH DISTRICT. 

10 Rising Virtue, Bangor. 
39 Penobscot, Dexter. 
44 Piscataquis, Milo. 
49 Meridian Splendor, Newport. 
52 Mosaic, Dover. 
6o Star in the East, Old Town. 

64 Pacific, Exeter. 
65 Mystic, Hampden. 
66 .Mechanics', Orono. 
72 Pioneer, Plantation No. 11. 

75 Plymouth, P lymouth. 
83 St. Andrew's, Bangor. 

EIOHTH DISTRICT. 

19 Felicity, Bucksport. 
40 Lygonia, Ellsworth. 

71 Rising Sun, Orland. 
77 Tremont, Tremont. 

NINTH DISTRICT. 

2 Warren, Ea~t Machias. 
7 Eastern, Eastport. 

37 Washington, Lubec. 

46 St. Croix, Calais. 

78 Crescent, Pembroke. 

TENTH DISTRICT. 

20 Maine, Wilton. 
28 Northern Star, North Anson. 

34 Somertiet, Skowhegan. 

67 Hlue Mountain, Phillips. 
So Key·Stone, Solon. 
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OFFICERS OF 'I'H E GRAND LODGE , 

I INSTALLE D MAY 2, 1856. 

M.W. JABEZ TRUE, Grand Master, Bangor 

R. W. HIRAM CHASE, Deputy Grand Master, Belfast 

.. ISAAC DOWNING, SeniorGr. Warden, Kennebunk 

WILLIAM ALLEN, Junior Grand Warden, Portland 

MOSES DODGE, Grand Treasurer, Portland 

IRA BERRY, Recording G. Secretary, Portland 

CH ARLES B. SMITH, Cor. Grand Secretary, Portland 

W.&Rev.CYRUS CUMMINGS, Grand Chaplain, Portland 

CYRIL PEARL, Baldwin 

CALEB D. PILLSBURY, Bangor 

0. J. FE RNALD, Thomaston 

HORATIO MERRILL, Portland 

w. STEPHEN B. DOCK II AI\1, Grand Marshal, Warren 

E. G. RAWSON. Grand Senior Deacon, Bangor 

EDWARD P. BURNHAM, Grand junior Deacon, Saco 

OCTAVIUS A. MERRTLL, Grand Steward, Brunswick 

,, T HOMAS J. SANBOL{N, Portland 

ELIAS. G. HEDGE, Augusta 

G. F. SARGENT, Bangor 

JOHN BENSON, Grand Pursuivant, Newport 

THURSTIN LlBBY, Danville 

FRANKLIN FOX, Grand Sword Hearer, Portland 

Bro. JOli N DAIN. Grand Tyler, Portland 
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PERMANENT MEMBERS. 

M. W. WILI.IAM KING,* Rath, r.c. M. 

S IM ON GREENLEA~',* Cambridge, Mass.,' 

W!l .I. !AM SWAN,• Portland, 

CHARL~:s Fox,• 

SAMUEL FESSENDEN, 

ROBERT P. D UNLAP, Brunswick, 

NATHANIEL CoFFIN, I llinois, 

R&UEL \V ASHBURN, Livermore, 

AHNER B. THOMPSON, Brunswick, 

H EZEKIAH WILLIAMS, ca.~ tine, 

THOMAS W. SMITH,* Augusta, 

jOHN T. PAINE, Somerville, Mass., 

ALEXANDER H. PUTNE\', California, 

)OSEI' H C. STEVENS, Bangor, 

)OHN C. HUMPHREYS, Brunswick, 

FREEMAN BRADFORD, Portland, 

TIMOTHY CHASE, Belfast, 

}OtiN MILLRR, Warren, 

R.W. PELEG SPRAGUE, Boston, 1'. D. C. M. 

A~tos NOURSE, Bath, 

DAVID C. MAGOUN, 

ASAI' H R. N ICHOI.S, Augusta, 

)AMRS L. CHILD, 

ELISHA HARDING,* 

SAMURL L. v hLENT!NR, Bangor, 

jOHN L. MEGQUIER,• l'ortlan~, P. S.C. W. 

GEORGE THATCHER, 

EZRA B. FRENCH, Damariscoua, 
)OI'.l. MII. I. ER,• Thomaston, 

STEPHEN WEBBER, Gardiner, P. j. G. W. 
F'RVE HAr. t.,* Lewiston, 
Wll, l.IAM SOMERfJY, Ellsworth, 

THOMAS B. jOHNSTON, Wiscasset, 

Wll.l.IAM KIMBALL, Portland, 

• D«ltased. 
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DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS. 
A. L. sBs6. 

tst District, R. W. TIMOTHY J. MURRAY, of Saco. 
zd 

Jd 
4th 

5th 
6th 
]th 
Sth 

9 th 
lOth 

DANIEL P. ATWOOD, of Poland. 
STEVENS SMITH, of Portland. 
JOHN MILLER, of Warren. 
MOSES E. HAMLIN, of Augnsta. 
l\HNOT CREHORE, of Lincolnville. 
JOHN J. BELL, of CarmeL 
SPOFFORD P. THOMAS, of Ellsworth. 
JOHN L. BOWMAN, of Eastport. 
JOHN II. WILLARD, of Wilton. 

----------~®------------

TR USTEES OF THE CHAR ITY FUND . 
. A . D. ·rs56. 

JABEZ TRUE, G. M. 
II !RAM CHASE, D. G. M. 
TSAAC DOWNING, S. G. W . 
WILLIAM ALLEN, ]. G. W .• 
IRA BERR V, R. G. Sec. 

Ex Officio. 

GILMAN LOUGEE. 
GEORGE C RAWFORD, 
JOHN MILLER, 
CHARLES B. SMITH, 
JOli N W I LLIAMS, 
STEPHEN WEBBER, 

elected May 3• rSss. for three years. 
U U H .. 
" 2, r8s6, to fill vacancy. 
" " " for three years. 
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ABSTR-ACT OF ~ETUR.NS OF LODGES, 
FOR TH E YEAR ENDING APRIL I , 1856. 

Lodge. Number. District . Memben. Initiated. Sus1>'d. Exp'd. Died. 

Amity, 6 6 52 2 
Ancient Land-Mark, i7 3 122 18 8 
Adoni ram, 27 42 2 
A Ina, 43 4 68 14 
Aurora, so 4 97 27 2 
Arundel, 76 29 7 
Atlantic, 81 3 43 19 
Blazing Star, 30 2 IJ IS 2 

Bethlehem, 35 s 53 16 
Blue Mountain, 67 TO 26 7 
Bristol, 74 4 32 8 
Cumberland, I Z 3 31 2 
Casco, 36 3 46 14 3 
Central, 45 5 34 5 
C-rescent, 78 9 14 3 
Dunlap, 47 J l 13 
Eastern , 7 9 79 15 
Eureka, 84 4 14 12 
Felicity, 19 8 so 22 
Freeport 23 3 35 10 
Freedom, 42 25 8 
Fraternal, 55 No Return. 

H ermon, 32 s 62 14 
Harmony, J8 3 6o~ 26 
Howard, 69 6 52 9 
Kennebec, 5 5 44 5 
King Solomon's, 6 r 4 JO 2 
King David's, 62 6 t6 5 
Key-Stone, So 10 37 8 
Lincoln, 3 .. 45 7 
Lygonia, 40 8 JS 7 
Lafayette, 48 5 29 2 

Maine, 20 10 . 33 7 
Meridian Splendor, 49 7 40 
Mosaic, 52 7 38 2 

Mount Moriah, s6 2 21 3 
Mount H ope, 59 6 24 3 
Mystic, 6s 7 26 
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Mechanics', 66 7 42 4 
Mariners', 68 6 67 10 
Northern Star, 28 10 No Return. 

Oriental, 13 2 24 .3 
Orient, IS 4 57 II 

Oxford, 18 2 48 8 
Oriental Star, 21 2 43 8 
Portland, 3 134 22 5 
l'ha:nix, 24 6 52 8 
Penobscot, 39 7 68 6 2 
Piscataquis, 44 7 17 10 
Pacific, 64 7 54 13 
Pioneer, 72 7 32 6 
Plymouth, 75 7 23 3 
Rising Virtue, 10 7 35 6 
H.ichmond, 63 5 69 3 
Rising Sun, 71 8 33 2 

Rockland, 79 4 37 29 
Saco, 9 52 8 I 

Solar, 14 3 61 7 
!:it. George's, 16 4 J8 4 

Somerset, 34 10 59 5 
St. C.roix, 46 9 75 10 3 
St. John's, s• 9 •9 
Star in the East, 6o 7 48 .7 
St. Paul's, Sz 6 •8 12 

St. Andrew's, 83 7 13 6 
Star in the West, 85 6 13 7 
T ranq!lil, 29 2 76 14 
Tyrian, 73 2 43 5 
Tremont, 77 3 34 5 
Temple, 86 3 19 
United, 8 3 55 9 2 

Unity, s8 6 42 7 2 

Villlage, :z6 5 29 I S 
Vassalborough, 54 5 29 8 2 

Warren, 2 .9 :z6 5 
Waterville, 33 5 34 10 
Washington, 37 9 42 14 
York, 22 26 3 

32 11 646 27 4 40 
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ARTICLES OF THE ONSTITUTION. 

AS AMENDED MAY 1. lti:')U. 

ARTICLE Ill. 

The annual communication of the Grand Lodge shall be holden in Portland, 

on the first Tuesday in May, at nine o'clock A. M. 

Special communications may be called, as the Grand Lodge or Grand Mas· 

te r may direct. 
A RTICLE VI. 

SECTION r. The G rand Master, Deputy Grand Master, Grand Wardens, 

Grand Treasurer, and Recording Grand Secretary, shall be elected by ballot at 
the annual communication, on the first Tuesday in May, the election to com· 

mence at three o'clock P. M. Two-thirds of the votes collected shall be neces· 

sary to a choice for Grand Maste r, Deputy Grand Master and Grand Wardens; 

a majority fo r the Grand Treasurer and Grano Secretary. All Grand Officers, 

not herein designated for election, shall be appointed by the Grand Master. 

STANDING REGULATIONS. 

r847. May 6. Volul, That, hereafte r, each subordinate lodge shall pay annu· 

ally to the Grand Lodge, one-eighth of a dolla r fo r each of its mem· 

bers; and that the sum thus paid, be appropriated in whole or in part, 

to the payment of the expense of one delegate from each lodge, who 

shall attend the annual communication of the Grand Lodge. 

185 r. May 7· J?uo/vt'd, That no dues of a subordinate lodge be remitted, 

unles~ upon the petition of such lodge, and the report of a committee 

thereon. 
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r852. May 7· Voted, That in addition to reasonable notice in one or more 

public newspapers, the Grand :Secretary he required hereafter, to notify 

all meetings of the Grand Lodge, hy addressing a circular to the several 

officers and permanent me111bers the reof; and one to each subo rdinate 

lodAe, stating the time when their retums should be made, dues paid, 

&c. 

r852. May 7· li'uotv.·d, That it is the sense of this Grand Lodge, that it is 

contrary to the established rules of l"reemasonry, for one lodge to craft 

or raise an Entered Apprentice, initiated in another lodge, without the 

recommendation and consent of the lodge in which he was initiated. 

1853· May 6. Vot~d, Upon a cons truction of the standing regulation of May 

6, 1847• that no representative of a subordinate lodge is entitled to pay 

as such, except for actual travel. 

1854· May 5· Ji'uolved, That, in the opinion of this G rand Lodge, no candi­
date should be permitted to receive the degree of l•'ellow Craft or Master 

Ma~on, without a sufficient knowledge of the preceding degree to prove 

himself as a mason of such a degree in the usual manner, unless in a 

case of absolute emergency; and that a more has ty n1anner is unma· 

sonic and reprehensible. 

1856. May 2. Huolved, That all subordinate lodges, shall return annua_lly, 

as members, all masons who have been admitted to membership in their 

respective lodges, and whose residence is in this state at the time of 

making said return, subject to the following exceptions, viz: all mini.~ters 
of the Gospel who have received the degrees without charge, and · all 

ma.~ons who have been lawful,Jy expelled or honorably discharged f rom 

membership; and the foregoing shall be considered tbe construction of 

the word" mt:mlurs" in Sec. 9, Art. r, Part 4th of the Constitu tion and 

General Regulations of this G rand Lodge. 

rlls6. May z. Resolved, That no petition for initiation or for membership 

can be received, nor ballot had thereon, at any special communication 

of any lodge. except on dispensation. 



Proceedi1zgs of the [May, 

REPO~~r 

or T tl lt 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN COI~fltSPONDENCE. 

PRESE NTED MAY 2. 18 ~6. 

@"'"Tbe reason why this report a1>pears here, instead of in its appropriate 
place among the proceedings, is, that the manuscript was mislaid when the 
Casco I l ouse was burnt; and as it was doubtful wheth~r it would be found, 
and if found how soon', it was judge~ beuer to pass the report, and insert it at 
tbe close, tban to delay the publication. I. B. 

To the Jl(. W. Grand Lodge of Afaint:. 

The heralds of ~eed·time and harv~t, marking the revolution,; ot another 
year, once more summon the Committee on l''oreign Corre~pondence to renew 
to this Grand Lodge the fraternal salutations which greet us from all parts of 
our country, inspiring sentiments of deyout gratitude for the continued favor 
of a benignant Providence, as seen ir1 the growth, expansion and productive· 
ness of masonic principles and labo~. 

No previous year has been so fruitful in the rich fields of masonic culture,. 
in correspondence with this Grand Lodge, as the one we are now assembled 

to review ;-no year in which the nptes of discord have been so effectively 
hu~hed and tbe voices of harmony so sweetly blended in the masonic labors 
and correspondence of the country. Nothing has occurred within the past year 
to agitate anew any of the Grand Lodges, to embarrass their action, or seri­
outily hinder their progress. Althou~h the difficulties in New York so fre­
quently claiming our attention are n~t fully and finally disposed of, your com· 
mittee are permitted to indulge the hope that the practical mischiefs of that 
controversy are essentially past, and that the Grand Lodge of New York , now 
almost universally acknowledged as tile only legitimate authority in that s tate, 
has before it a peaceful and prosperous career. 
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The committee have had before them the following communications from 
Grand Lodges of the Union: 

Alabama. December 3• rSss· 
Arkansas, November 6, 1855· 
California, May r, 1855· 
Connecticut, May, 1855, 
District of Columbia, May, 1855. 
Georgia, October, r855. 
Iowa, June 5· 1855· 
Indiana, May r8s5· 
Kentucky, August, 1855· 
Maryland, April, rSss. 
;\lassachusetts, December, rS55. 
;\lichigan. January, 1856. 

Missouri, May, r8'55· 
New Hampefitre, June, 1855· 
North Ca'Yolina, December, 1855· 
Ohio; October, 1855. 
Oregon, June, 1855· 
South Carolina, for r855· 
Tennessee, October, 1855· 
Virginia, December, 1855. 
Vermont, January, 1856. 
Wisconsin, June, r855. 
Grand Lodge of Canada, 1855. 

The commitiee have also a report from the body claiming to be a G rand 
Lodge in N'ew York, qf which Hon. Mordecai Myers was re·elected Grand 
Mastel"in June, 1855· This body reports twen ty·two lodges represented in 
that meeting, with a revenue of $822.79 for returns of due.~. and !6s8.75 from 
other so~rces. A leading feature of the report of the Committee on ~oreign 
Correspondence is an attempt to defend th.e position of that body against 
criticisms of some of the Grand Lodges of this country, and to maintain its 
position by publishing a letter to the Freemason's Magazine from the pen of 
Grand Master C. M. Hillyer of the Grand Lodge of Mississippi. Nothing in 
this report or in the action of this body claiming to be a Grand Lodge seems 
to require further action by this Grand Lodge, or to maintain any claim for 
us to recognize the authority or rightful existence of that body. 

GRAND LODGE OF CANADA. 

A document of the highest interest comes to us from Canada, announcing 
the recent formation of a Grand Lodge covering the entire province and uniting 
the whole body of masons in one ham1onious organization, to be hereafter 

known as the GRANO LoDGE OF CANAIJA. Forty·one lodges hitherto distrib· 
uted under the jurisdiction of three provincial Grand Lodges, hailing from 

three di~tinct foreign Grand Lodges- those of England, Scotland and Ireland 
- with the utmost apparent ha rmony, and it would set!m after most careful de· 
liberation, and with all uue deference to the foreign Grand Lodges whose 
authority over them bas now terminated, have now united in an independent 
Grand 'Lodge, and now appeal to us for a fraternal recognition, and cordially 
extend to us the hand of masonic fellowship. The statement of the reasons 
which have led them to sever the relations they have hitherto sustained, and 
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the full recital of the steps they have taken in secorin'g the present organiza­

tion, seem to your cowmittee deserving of the most grave and careful consid­

eration. They ask leave therefore to lay their entire commutlication heforc 

this body, and to submit therewith such resolutions for your action as in the 

judgment of your I.'Ommittee seem appropl'iate in the premises. H the views 

of the committee are approved and the re~olutions adopted, they recommend 

that thei r communication \\ith the action of this Grand l.udge upon it he pub· 

lished as a part of this report or of the minutes of this Grand Lodge. 

To /In· Jll!ost Worrhij>ful the Grand Jlfaste:r. lh.: Gra111l OJliur.r, nml Bnthrm 

of the Jlfost vVorshipful tht Gnmd Lo1(1{c of 1/u Stat.: of Jlf11inc: 

We, the Grand Master, Officers and Brethren of the G rand Lodge of 

Antient Free and Accepted Masons of Canada, with sincere respect and 

fraternal regard, send greeting-

The l'reernasons of Canada, to the number of footy-one lodges, having 
united in the establishment of a Grand Lodge o£ Canada, it is our pleasing 
duty to lay before you, an explanation of the circumstances which dictated, 
and the course we pursued in taking, a step, which, while it determines the 
rule of tbe Grand Lodges o£ Great llritain over us, as lodges, we confidently 
believe will not sever, and we earnestly trust will not weaken, that lloly Bond 
of Brotherhood so long exi!lling between us, as Masons; and we feel assured 
that the purity of the motives by which we were actuated, and the justness of 
our cause, will ensure the Grand Lodge of Canada a cordial reception by your 
August Body. 

The absence in this Province of that progress in oar Masonic Art which•has 
invariable attended the existence of the duly constituted lodges in every other 
country, had long been a source of unfeigned sorrow to all 1.ealous Canadian 
Freemason~, who observed with deep regret that the advanccmer•t of the 
order was by no means commensurate with the rapid improvement which 
marked every other branch of the social and political economy of this noble 
Pro'vince. 

Tbe principal inftuenc~ which retarded the progress of Masonry were allrilJ· 
uted to the following alleged grievances suffered by the Craft in Canada:-

The want of harmony in action and ln working, resulting frorn lodges hail­
ing from the Grand Lodges of different countries, perpetuating local and 
national feelingll and prejudices, and conflicting inte rests. and consequent 
estrangement of affection, amongst the brethren of an Order that knows no 
count ry and is confined to no races. The manifest injustice of lodges in this 
Province being required, out of their limited means, to contribute to the ac· 
cumulated funds of the Grand Lodges of Great Britain, in addition to hav· 
ing to support three Provincial Grand Lodges-and e:;pecially as the great 
proportion of claims for masonic assi~tance are·made by brethren emigrating 
from the Mother Country, while instances of masons lt:aving this for C: real 
Britain in a position to require such relief are rare, if they ever occur at a ll. 
The (hand Lodges of Great Britain thus doubly tax the Fraternity here IJy 
transferl'ing to these shores numberless claimants for masonic benevolence, at 
the same time that they are receiving from us a poltior of our means of 
affording that assistance. 

The Inconvenience arising from the lengthened pel'iods that must elapse, in 
consequence of the distance between us and the Grand Lodges of Great Brit· 
ain. before we can receive replies to oor communication~. sanction to our pro­
ceedings, warrnnts, certificates of membership, &c., even in case!! of emergency, 
and instances have often occurred of brethren l>eing deprived o£ the privilego:s 



r8s6.] r6r 

of the c raft. by being compelled to leave for foreign countries before the arriv­
al o f their certificates-for which. it must be borne in mind, they had paid 
previously to their initiation. 

And last ly, the appointment o f o nr )>rovincia l Grand Masters by the Grand 
Ma~te r of England, who at a dis tance of near 4 ,000 miles. may reasonably be 
expt:cted to be practically ignorant of the social positio n a ncl requiremtmtl! o f 
th~: craft in Canada- and, inasmuch as the Provincial Grand Officers ate no m­
inated hy the Provincial Grand Masters. the eAiciency o r inefficiency of the· 
administraticn of our affairs depends entirely upon the eligible o r ineligible 
selt:etion of Provincial Grand Masters made fo r us by the Grand Master of 
,.:ngland-and thi~ st:lection is made witho ut rtference to the opinions o f the 
fraternity in Canada, although they would naturally be the best informed on 
the s ubject. and mos t deeply inte rested in the result. 

The Provincial Grand Lodges thus constituted are placed in the equivocal 
position of being irresponsible to and independent of the c raft in Canada, 
whil~t experience has shown those lodges to he unable to secure from the 
Grand Lodge of England the attention and respect due to their position as 
Provincial Grand Lodges. 

The forego ing semiments we re p:lrticipated in by the whole of the masonic 
frate rnity, with scarcely an individua l exception ; no r we rfl such feelings and 
convictions of recent formation, the necessity of establishing a Canadian G rand 
Lodge, having fo r many years occupied the serious consideration of the breth­
ren; but hailing as they did from different Grand Lodges, and distributed as 
they were over a province extending in length 1,6oo miles, and in b readth av· 
eraging over 2:!0 miles, being three times~ large as Great Britain and Ire­
land-the means o f communication, too, being very imperfect-they had but 
fe w opportunities o f meeting together, and much time, therefo re, elapsed 
hefor~: a ny action was taken in the matter. 

The first important s tep orcurred at a meeting of the P rovincial Grand 
Lodge of Upper Canada, held in October, A. r.. 5852, wben, arter expressing 
the highest respect and esteem for their parent G rand Lodge o f England, 
a re.o;olution was unanimously passed, to the effect, That it i.~ absolutely 
necessary for the welfare of Ma.~onry in the province that an Independent 
G rand Lodge should he established, having full powe r to control the working 
and o pe rations of the craft in this quarter of the globe, and that all funds ac­
c ruing from the same sho uld be retained by the said Grand Lodge, to meet 
the urgent necessities o f the c raft in the province. 

In May, A. L. 5853• the same Grand body, (the Provincial Grand Lodge of 
U pper Canada,) adopted and fo rwarded a petition to the Grand Lodge of Eng­
land, which, a ft er briefty naorating the masonic history o f Western Canada, 
from the year 5792, and stating- That the advancement of masonry had been 
o f a less cheering nature than the progress o f Canada in population, intelli ­
gence and wealth , had warranted the m in anticipating, a nd that their funds were 
drained by the constant demands from indigent brethren, emigrants from G rent 
Britain and 1 reland. until they were unable to carry out the g reat charitable 
objects of the ln5ti tution-prayed that they might be allo wed to retain all 
fees arising from tho: work ing of the C raft, and also that the various lodges 
under their jurisdiction might be permitted to elect their own Provincial G rand 
Master-at the same time expressing the belief that if the prayer o f their peti­
tion were granted, a nd the G rand Lodge of England would exert its influence 
to induce the other Grand Lodges o f Grea t Britain not to issue any mo re war­
ram s to lodges iu Canada, that ere long the who le C raft in the Province would 
be un ited in o ne harmonious body. 

Th.:se petitions and Resulutions having elicited no reply from the Grand 
Lodge of England, re~olutions wo:re passed at subsequent meetings of the 
l'ro\·incial G rand Lodges, directing that application be made to the Grand 
Lodge of Englaud, first through the Grand Secretary- the regular channel of 
communication- and .afterwards through the Grand Registrar, respectfully 

II 

• 
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calling attention to the pet itions, and begging that they might be favored with 
consideration and somt: reply. These applications appear to havll been alike 
unavailing in fHucuring {rom the Grand Lodge of England any consideration 
of the claims of the Masons of Canada, for at a meeting of the Provincial 
Grand Lodge on t.ht: 19th july la.>t, it was officially announced that no reply 
had been recdved from the Grand Lodge of England to any of these com· 
munications. 

Finding that the interests of tht: <.:raft in the l'rovince w<lre suffering with 
increased l!llverity from the causes of which they had complained-feeling 
deeply the uncourteoos nt:glect the pt:titions and corresponclenct: of the Pl'o· 
vincial Grano Lod!'e had experienced from the Officer·s of the Grand Lodge 
of England-and belit:ving the l'rovincial Grand Lodge to uu ine<~pabltl of 
obtaining those conces.~ions which tht: position of the Craft rendered indis­
pertSable-it was determined to call a meeting of Delegates from all Canadian 
lodges to be held in the city of llamihon. on tht: roth of October, to consider 
the expediency of establishing a Grand Lodge of Canada. 

ln conformity with that resolution. and in pursuance of:~ summons issued 
to all the lodges in Canada. the representativ~ of forty-one lodg~. hailiug 
I rom tbe Grand Lodges of England. I n:land and Scotland, assembled at the 
Masonic Hall in the City of Hamilton, on the roth of Octoher, A. 1.. 5855· 

V. W. Brother the Rev. Dr. F. J. Lundy, was called upon to officiate as 
Chaplain during the session of the Convent ion. 

The Convention having heen inaugurated by solemn prayer, V. W. Brother 
C . .Magill, Mayor of the City of Hamilton, was called upon tn pre.~ide. and 
V. W . 13rother T. B. !Janis, was re<luested to act as Secretary. 

On the recommendation of a ~:ommittee appointed for the purpose. rules 
and regulations were adopted for the government of the Convention. 

The objects for which the Convention was called were introduced with ex­
planatory obl!ervations by the \:hairman, who invited the brethren present to 
express thei r view!! on the subject before the meeting fret:ly and at length. 

The Convention was addressed by rnany of the bret iHen, and the several 
points of alleged !'rievance were \'ery fully considered and di>'cussed: 

In the course of tbe debate it was urged, that, however willing the Grand 
Lodge of England might be to concede all the points embraced in the petitions 
of rhe Provincial Grand Lodge, the serious inconvenience arising from the 
distance (near 4,000 miles) betwet:n Great Britain and this l 'rovinctl. could not 
thus be avoided, whilst the establishment of a Grand Lodge of Cunada, in ad· 
dition to remedying that inc01wenience. would unite as one family the frnter· 
nity of the Province, identify the Interests. and assimilate the working of the 
various lodges, at present belon)ting to three distinct jurisdiction ~. and estab· 
Lish harmony th roughout the craft. 

It was further urged that having n l; mnd Lodge in the l'rovinn: would 
afford the lodge~ a convenience of communication which would greatly facili­
tate the business of the craft-that the amount of dues that would be savt:d 
by having but one Grand Lodge to support would materially increase tlu:ir 
benevolent resources--and that a Grand Lodge, with officers annually elective 
by the masons of Canada. would secure due attention to the inten,sts of the 
Fraternity, and elevate Freemasonry in Canada to a pollition of prospe:rity, in· 
Ouence and 1ttility, under any other circumstances far beyond its capllbili ti cs. 

It was also urged that nmong~t the nu 1nerous and intelli~:~:nt hody of masons 
in the Province, the requisite talent and do;•·otion to the we lftll'll (If lhll <: raft 
may at all times be found, to conduct au et'ficient administmtion (If the affui1s 
of Freemasonry in Canada. and that the necessities of the Fraternity required 
that they should assume a position of self government. 

The feeling of the convention being manifestly so strong in favor of the es· 
tablishment of an independent Grand Lodge, a committee composed of those 
brethren, whose masonic !Cnowledge and general ability had distinguished them 
as the best quali6ed for the faithful and efficient performance of so important 
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a duty, was appointed to investigate all available masonic authorities for pre­
cedents applicable to the p.:culiar circumstances of the case. The result of 
their researches wa.• a recomnoendation for the immediate fom1ation of a 
<.>rand Lodge of Canada. This recommendation, with the full and explana· 
tory report of the committee, having received from the brethren that calm and 
grave consideration which the serious importance of the subject demanded, it 
was felt that, however painful rt might be to them thus to sever the link which 
had so long bound them to their parent Grand Lodges of Great Britain, and 
sincerely as they felt, and readily acknowledged, the duty they ·owed to those 
parent Grand Lodges, they felt that they owed a s till higher duty to Free· 
madt>nry, whose best interests were at stake, and whose prosperous exist­
ence in the l'rovince imperatively required that immediate separation. 

It was thereon solemnly resolved-
That in order to apply a remedy to these evils,-to form perfect fraternal 

union, and harmony, establish order, ensure tranquillity, provide for and pro­
mot.: the general welfare of the c raft, and secure to the fraternity of Canada 
all the blessings of masonic privileges; it is expedient, right , and our bounden 
duty to form a Grand Lodge of Canada. 

It wns then on motion unanimously resolved, 
That the Grand Lodge of Antient Free and Accepted Masons of Carmela, 

be and is hereby formed upon the Antient C harges and Constitution of 
Masonry. 

A committee was then appointed to prepare rules and regulations for the 
gove"rnment of the Grand Lodge of Canada; and a temporary code having 
bt:en suhmitted and approved. the Grand Lodge proceeded to the election of 
Grand !'.l aster and elective Grand Officers, and the following brethren were 
duly electl'd and appointed: M. W. Br. Wm. Mercer Wilson, G. M., R. W. 
!Jr. A. Bernard, D. G. M., R. W . lk W. 1:1. :)impson, D. U. G. M., W. U. , 
R. W . Hr. W. Eaden, D. U. G. ~1.. E. D., R. W. l.lr. Richard Bull, Sen. G. W., 
R. W. Br. james lJaniell, Jun. G. W ., R. W. Br. Rev. Dr. Lundy, G. Chaplain, 
R. W. Hr. Wm. Bellhouso, G. Treasurer, R. W. Bro. T. B. Harris, G. Secretary, 
V. W. Bro. Rev. G. Scou, Ass. G. Chaplain, V. W . Br. George L. Allan, Sen. 
G. 1> .• Br. Thomas Perkins, jun. G. L> •• Br. J. II. Isaacson, A. G. Secretary, 
Br. Thoo1as Duggan, G. S. of Works, Bro. j. Osborne, G. D. of Ceremonieg, 
V. W. Br. G. E. Fenwick, A. G . D. of C., Bro.). llaldimand, G. S. n., Br. 
Wm. Thomas, G. Organist, Hr. Geo. W. Powell, G. l'ursuivant, Br. ). Morri­
son, G. Tyler, V. W . Br. ). K. llolden, and lk I. C. Hutler, G. Stewards. 

Committees were appointed to conduct the general business of the G rand 
Lodge, and the convention was adjourned with solemn prayer-its delibera­
tions luwing occn]iied three days. 

The reCJuisite arrangements having previously been made, on the 2d of 
November. the Grand Lodge was duly consecrated, and the Grand Master· 
elect regularly installed, in due and antient form, by the Most Worshipful, 
the lion. If. T. Backus, P. 0. l\1. of the Most Worshipful the Grand Lodge 
of the State of ~lichigan. assi~ted by other brethren of eminence and distinc· 
tion in tho craft. 

The Grand Lodge of Canada was thus regularly formed and inaugurated, 
in the name or the Great Architect of the Universe, in conformity with the 
cnstnm which has prevailed in the es tablishment of Grand Lodges, and we 
confidtmtly believe that the clrrumstnnces which called it into existence were 
us much strOn!(er. as the nunrberof lodges by whom it was formed was greater, 
than had ever before combined for the creation of a new Grand Lodge. From 
the time when the fonr lod~;eN of London renounced their allegiance to the 
Gr~nd Lodge of York, and formed themselves into nn independent Grand 
Lodge, up to the present period. the greatest number oi lodges on record ever 
as.•ociated to erect a new Grand Lodge was seventeen, whilst forty-one lodges, 
and holding warrants, too, from three different jurisdictions, were ha1moni· 
ously united in the establishment of the Grand Lodge of Canada. 
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We have now stated as briefly as their importance would admit, the whole 
of the circumMances connected with the formation of the Grand Lodge of 
Canada, and submit them with all due respect to your A ngu~t b~dy; and hav· 
ing been entrusted with tl11: sacred duty of directing the affairs of the craft in 
this Province, and of repre.•enting them nnd ~dvocating their intero;sts th roogh· 
out the Universe; and having solemnly undertaken that duarge. and to dis­
seminate the grand principles of our Amient and llonnrahle Order, and pro· 
mote to the utmost extent of our ability the general prosperity of the I' rater· 
nity it is our earnest desire and intention to follow and maintain pure and un­
sullied, the antient landmarks, Jaws, and traditions of the craft. 

Engaged in one common cause--the good of our fellow m~:n, by promoting 
the inte rests of our time honored Institution- and it being our sincere desire 
to establish and perpetuate an intimate alliance with your t;rand Lodgt, we 
extend to yorl in the name of our Divine Art, the righ~ hand of brotherhood, 
and confidently claim from you a reciprocation of our fraternal regard. 

Signed, on behalf of the Grand Lodge of Canada, 
WM. M. WILSON, C. ill 

TltOS. BIRO HARRI S, C. S. 
Hamilton, C. W ., Nov. 10. A. L. 5855. 

Before introducing resolutions on this communication we will frankly state 

that before the Grand Lodge of Canada was organited and while measures 
were in train for thai end, an opinion adverse to their independent organiza· 

tion was submitted to them by M. W. Grand ~l aster Joseph D. Evans, of the 

Grand Lodge of New York, which was a1>proved by a committee of the c.; rand 

Lodge of Virginia, who in their report on the subject, in 1855• say: 

"We would strenuously urge upon the recusant lodges o f Canada West to 
fall back upon their former position of subordinates. and commence to attain 
their object by a respectful, firm. but masonic memorial to their mother Grand 
Lodge, as being the only course likely to place them fair before the family of 
Grand Lodges, into which they propose and hope to be adopted." 

With all due deference to the opinions advanced by theM. W. Grand Mas· 

ter of New Vork, and fully endorsed by the distinguished committee of Vi r· 

ginia, your committee are impressed with the convictjon that the reasons !let 

forth in the preamble, resolution and proceedings of our Brethren in Canada 

fully justify their action in the premises and entitle them to a cordial recog· 
nition by all the Grand Lodges of this country and the world. We do not see 

wherein they bad not ·• e.-c haus ted fully and completely the means they poR· 

se.o;sed of accomplishing the end" sought by their petitions and correspond· 

ence with lhe Grand l.Qdge of England. In this connection it gives os pleas· 

ure to copy a passage from the report on co~respondencc of the Grand Lodge 

of South Carolina. lt is from tl1e pen of M. W. A. G. Mackey, who is justly 

regarded as thoroughly posted in questions of masonic law and jurisdiction. 

He says: 

"One of the most intere.~tmg events that has occurred in the masonic his· 
tory of the past year, is the organization of an Independent Grand Lodge in 
Canada. Since the first establishment of Masonry in that province. it has 
been governed by a Provincial Grand Lodge, holding its charter from the 
United Grand Lodge of England, while much trouble and an11oyance has been 
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felt from the cxi~tence oF other lodges under warrants granted by the Grand 
Lodge of I reland. The Provincia.! Grand Lodge holding this subordinate 
position. cramped in its cnergie.« by its dependence on the mother country, 
and drained of its revenues by the large returns that it was compelled to l>ay 
to it s superior, having in vain appeal~d for a redress of its grievances and fo r 
a modification in its character, al length with the true spirit of America de­
termined to right itself. and accordingly at a Convention of the lodges holden 
on the totb of October last, an lndepend.:nt Grand Lodge was formed. It is 

• not to be doubted. that the Grand Lodges of the United States wiiJ, with one 
accord. extend the right hand oF fellowship and recognition to this their 
youngest sister." 

Since this report was written we have received the proceedings of the Grand 

Lodge of Vermont, assembled ><t llurlington in January last, in which we find 

a strong report of a special committee fully endorsing the action of our breth· 

renin Canada, and welcoming this new G rand Lodge to the sis terhood of 

similar bodies. The Grand Lodge adopted the report, and passed resolu tions 

in accordance 11;th its recommendations. 

In view of these communications therefore, which we feel assured are re­

ceived with the deepest interest by every member of this Grand Lodge, the 

committee offer for adoption the foJlo.,.;ng resolutions: 

1. Ruohml, That the G rand l ,odge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons 

of the State of Maine, receive with emotions of the deepest interest the com­

munication f rom the M. W. Grand l-odge of Ancient Free and Accepted 

Masons of Canada, with the fraterna l salu tations of that august body organ­

iz.:d on the toth of November, 11. L. sSss. by the spontaneous action of forty­
one ~ubordinate lodges ~itherto distributed under distinct and separate juris­
dictions. 

2. Rt:.rolvetl, That the reasons set fo rth by our brethren in Canada appear 

to ull a full v indication and defence of the important action which te rminates 

the juriroiction of Foreign Grand Lodges in this noble Province, and that the 

successive s teps taken by them in severing the bonds of allegiance wbicb so 

long held them under separate foreign jurisdictions, and unitii1g themselves in 

one indtpendent Grand Lodge, must, in ou r deliberate judgment, command 

the approbation of all true hearted Free and Accepted Masons, and the f ra ­

ternal recognition and cordial Fellowship of all Grand Lodges of such through· 

out the world. 

3· Resolved, T ha.t the Grand Lodge o{ Maine most cordially grasp the 

"right hand of brotherhood" extended to u:~ by the Grand Lodge of Canada, 

and, "in the name of our divine art," heartily respond to their c laim for a 

" reciprocation of frate rnal regard." 
4· Re.rolvetl, That with thi.• " right hand of brotherhood," and with warm 

heart!<, we welcome the Grand Lodge of Canada to the g reat masonic family 

- the sisterhood of G r·and Lodges on this continent ; and as cordially intro· 

duce her to the constellation of Grand Lodge.<; of other lands. in correspond · 

ence with us, whose advancing light is destined to encircle the earth and, as 
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we humbly trust, to illumine and bless the human family and hasten the 

brotherhood of nations. 

[The8e resolutions, after discussion, were referred t·o the next Grand Lodge. 
See p. 124.1 

~ince the mee ting of the Grand Lodge of Maine, a circular ha.~ beeu re· 

ceived from the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada W est. which alleges that 

the statements in the circular of the Grand Lodge of Canada, are not correct 

in point of fact. W e quote the following: 

•· They (the self-styled Grand Lodge of Canada) s tate that at the Conven· 
tion held at Hamilton on the 10th of October last, there were 41 lodges repre· 
sentcd, and that the action taken at that meeting was unanimous. with mu 
exception, ;ulureas, of the 41 lodges there reprel'ented, 15 were from the juris· 
diction of this Grand Lodge, 10 from Canada East, acting under Warrants 
from England, 1 from Q u<'het:, under the Grand Lodge of Scotland, and 15 
under Warrants from the G rand Lodge of Ireland. The numJ.e r of lodges 
belonging to this Provincial C rand Lodge at the time the Conven tion met waJ; 
50, since which time only 7 have given official information of their affiliation 
with the new body; so that at the present time thert are 43 of the otiginal 
number s till true t~ their allegiance, to which may be added 3 new lodges 
under dispensation, makin~t the present number 46. Of the 40 lodges who, 
as stated in their published report, voted \\ilh the body, there were delegates 
from two belonging to th i~ G rand Lodge- the movt:r and seconder of an 
amendment to the o riginal motion respecting the fo rmation of an independent 
G rand Lodge made at the said Convention - who did no t \'Ote in its favor ; 
and' this Grand Lodge has s ince ascertained that in a great many instances 
the delegates. who voted in f:Lvor of the movement, (and by one a direc t fraud 
was prac ticed) on returning to their lodgl!ll were not .<~llstained in the action 
they had taken; so that it may (leaving 1he Irish lodges out of the question) 
be fairly a.<~sumed that not more than half o f 1hose lodges, hailing from th t: 
Grand Lodge of England. and represented at the Convention, do in reality 
belmlg to the new body. By this ~tatement it will be at once l'Cen 1hat a ve ry 
g reat majority o f tbe CanaClian masons remain true to their nllc!..;ance." 

l t appears from this circular. that measures. are in progre!(S for a recognition 

of the just claims of the brethren in Canada, by the Grand Lodge of England : 
and confidence is felt, that all difference!l will be happily adju~ted . 

UNfVKRSAL l\IASONIC CONGRESS. 

An event of deep in terest to the masonic world during the last year was the 

design on the part o f the \.rand Orient of France to secure a Universal Ma· 

sonic Congress in connection with the lnt l)mational Indus trial .Exhibition held 

at Paris. Perhaps no event has ever occurred to illustrate more forcibly the 

desirableness of a General Grand Lodge of the United States than th is move· 

ment of the Grand Orient oJ F rance, the announcement of which first reaches 

us through the correspondence of the Grand Lodge of the UiJ;trict of Colum· 

bia. The movement was made at so late a day as to rende r it inconvenient 
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for the several Grand Lodges to provide for a representation in that body if 

invitations had been sent to all of them as to the District of Columbia. But 

if there bad been a General Grand Lodge of the United States it would have 

been an easy matter to respond in behalf of all the Grand Lodges of the Union 

with an array of ma.~onic fact~ and statistics which would have furnished a 

nobler American contribution to the Universal Masonic Congress than was 

made to the Palace of Industry. 

The action of the Grand Orient and the decree of Prince Murat are pub· 

lished with the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia; 

and the invitation to send a delegate to the propo~ed Congress was cordially 

accepted Ly that body. 

The Grand Lodge of Maine would doubtless have responded with equal 
cordiality to a s imilar communication from the same source: and 11he wi ll still 

cherish the hope that the time is not far distant when the Grand Lodges of 

this country may have, through a common head, a worthy channel of commu· 
nication and fair repre~entation in whatever Universal Masonic Congress may 

occur in connection "itb the a~imilating industries and intercourse of the 

great family of nations. 

NATIONAL MASONIC CONFEDERATION. 

The committee have looked with intere~t for the action of the several Grand 

Lodges in refe rence to the confederation agreed upon at Washington in Janu· 

ary, 1855· The Grand Master of Alabama thus speaks in his annual address: 

"After a full and candid con~ideration of all the interests sought to be pre· 
served, and alsp of all the dangers which have heretofore prevented my mind 
from ever assenting to the estahlishment of a r:eneral G. Lodge, I feel it my 
duty to!<ay th:u the articles of confederat ion, as presented to us, seem to contain 
uothing hut what ";11 result in good, and are entirely free from every objec· 
tion hithel'to urged by those who oppo~ed any National Union; I therefore 
unhesitatingly recommend to this Grand Lodge to concur in the Articles of 
Confederation." 

TheM. W. r.,.and MMler of the Grand Lodge of California, expresses his 

readine.oss 1o unite with the Grand Lodge in joining the Confederation, though 

his judgment is in favor of a General Grand Lodge. The Grand Lodge of 

Califo rnia adopted the articles of Confederation by resolution. 

The Grand Lodge of Connecticut voted to publish the Articles of Confed· 

eration, and to defer action upon the subject till the next Grand Annual Com· 

munication. 

The Grand Lodge of Maryland publishes the proceedings of the Conven· 

tion entire. 

The .M. W. Grand Master of North Carolina says: 
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"The plan to my mind is both ineffectual and inoperative. Tt seeks to ere· 
ate an organii\:1-tion without any head to control it, or even the fom• of a body. 
l';ven if it could exist and operate as proposed by the convention, the delay 
necessarily incurred in its operations would soon bring it into disuse." 

In the Grand Lodge proceedings for lowa occurs the following paragraph, 

in the report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence: 

"JV"ationnl llfnsonic Cmwe!llion.-Your committee has learned from the 
puullc press, that a numuer of masons convened in the city of Wa'<hington 
some time in January last, styling themselves as above. But as all their lengthy 
articles of confederation amount to nothing, and as they ha\•e riot favored 
your Grand Body with a copy of their proceedings, you will excuse ~our com­
mittee for declinmg to introduce the subject in this paper.'' 

The committee of the Gmnd Lodge of Indiana give a brief statement of the 
plan of the Confederation, and close with the following paragraph: 

"Masonry is governed not so much by law as by certain great principles in­
stilled into the very element of man by the Author of hiR existence. And if 
the principle of brotherly /tn111 nml aj}edion will not tlllit~:~ the member~ of this 
great masonic family, in uue snt:1't:d baud or .rodety offrieud.r a11d bn1/h~rs, no 
articles of confederation that might be adopted could. li enee we stand di · 
rectly opposed in principle to the whole concern." 

The Kentucky committee publish by request the proceedings of the conven­

tion, and speak of them as inte resting, but "are not prepared to recommend 

any change from the course this Grand Lodge has heretofore pursued through 

so many years." 

I n the proceedings of the Grand Lodges of Massachusetts and New I lamp­

shi re, we discover no allusion to the convention. 
The Grand Lodge of Oregon publishes the articles of confederation and 

follows them with the following remarks and resolution: 

"The plan of a confederation proposed by the convention does no t ;~ppear 
to your committee to be bes t calculated to attain Lhe end contemplated, and 
in thei r opinion is liable to grave and insuperable objections. Afte r a careful 
consideration of the arguments presented in favor of the plan, the committee 
are more firmly settled in the conviction ht:1etofore o:ntertained and expressed 
that a General Grand Lodge with limited, clearly defined, and carefully guarded 
powers is practicable and desirable- would exert a beneficiai inRuence-and 
wonld be free f• om the objections which they think could he forcibly and 
effectively urged against such an nnion a$ the Convention rccommendK. Your 
committee do not however prop•Jsc to discuss the subject at large, and there· 
fore dismiss it with the suggestion that this Grand Lodge for the ]>resent re· 
(rain from adopting the proposed' Article..'< of Confederation,' and recommend 
the adoption of the following resolution : 

"Resolved, That the Grnnd Lodge of the Territory of Oregon, with f•ater­
nal deference for the opinion ente rtained by other Grand Lodges, doeR not ap­
prove the plan of Confederacy among the Grand I .odgcs of the United States, 
s11bmitted to its consideration by the Nalifllml Jlln.ro11ir Conveulion held at the 
city of Washington, in january last. and -..ill not at present adopt the pro­
posed A1'1idq of Couft'deratioH-further, that A CoNSTITIITJON, creating a 
General Grand Lodge of the United States with limited, and clearly defined 
powers, would exert a salutary inRuence in the promotion of the peace, har· 
mony and prosperity of the American fraternity-secure the establishment of 
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a unity of interest and of effort-of mutual confidence and concert of action 
in ma~onic legislation-and in~ure the prompt and final adjustment. if not en· 
tirely prevent the occurrence of any conAict nf jnri$diction o r opinion amon~ 
the American Grand Lodges. which in the opinion of this Grand Lodge could 
not be hopefully anticipated as the fruits of n treaty, a compact or a Confed· 
eracy." 

The Grand Lodge of Missouri publishes the Articles of Confederation and 

Address of ;he Convemion, and follows the same with neady six pages of re· 

view and cri ticism, closing as follows: 

"We hope. therefore, that onr brethren in every jurisdiction will unhe~itat· 
ingly place on the plan of this • National Confederation ' their mr/ of disap· 
proval. Not only because of its inutility and maniCest inability to accomplish 
any good for the craft, but because of the iwun!nli(JIIS and additions neces­
sarily required in the pnrnl/1()11111 /,nu, to make it effective, even for roil.'' 

In the report of the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin, we find no allusion to the 

Convention. 

l' rom this corsory revie'v of the action of the several Grand Lodges, it 

would seem doubtful whether the reqnisite nnmber of Grand Lodges will nnite 

to give effect to, or afford a trial of the articles of confederation. Nor do we 

deem it expedient at this t in~e to revive the question of a General Grand 

Lodge, belie,·ing that time and experience are maturing that q~estion. and that 

the way is preparing in the order of Providence for the wants of our Order to 

he understood and provided for. 

In the absence of subjt:c t~ of controversy which have sometimes req uirlld 

earnest c riticism, and in the general harmony and prosperity everywhere ap· 

parent, we propose to cull from the reports such infonnation as may be of 

gent:ral interest: and would gladly enrich our own report with the gems of 

thought which adorn them. but for the fear of making it too voluminoul<. 

At.ADAMA. At the meeting of thi" Grand Lodge held at Montgomery, Dec. 

3, rSss. more than 170 chartered lodges were rcprCSt!nted, as also uinc u. o. 
The funds of this Grand Lodge. amounting to more than $ 17,000, it was pro· 

posed to distribute pro rata among the subordinates. The income of the last 

year was nearly $J.OOO. The repo_rt of the Committee on Foreign Corre· 
spondence. from the pen of Bro. Daniel Sayre, is an able document of some 

-15 pages. re,·iewing the proceedings of some 27 C rand Lodges. The address 

? f theM. W. Grand Master is of more than ordinary interest. He zealously 

and ela<Juently advocates the collection and preservation of Masonic llistory. 
and the build.ing up of a Masonic Literature. 

A tth:ANS"S. The proceedings of the Grand l .odge of Arkansas came to ns 

too late for thorough enmination; but we find evidence of prosperity, and of 

a high moral tone among the Fraternity. At the meeting held at Little Rock. 

Nov. 6, 1855• sixty-three subordinates made returns, reporting nearly three 

hundred additions. The revenue to the Grand Lodge was S t ,]O I. 
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By an eclict of the Grand Lodge, the sum of $::,288 is assessed on the sub· 

ordinates for the support of St. John's College, nearly $z,ooo of which had 

been paid in prior to the annual communication. A digest of Masonic Laws, 

Edicts, Resolutions and Decisions of the Grand Lodge of Arkansas, binding 

on the subordinates, is published with the minutes. We regret that there i• no 

report from the Committee on Corre.•pondence. The address of the Grand 

Master, M. ;w. Nat. G. S mith, is a dor11ment of unusnal interest. I le strongly 

inculcates caution in regard to the character of applicants; a strict adherence 

to ancient forms, but not to the neglect of vital plinciples; reverence for the 

llible; the enforcement of the regulations which declare gambling, profanity 

and intemperance causes for masonic discipline; and the necessity that ·• the 

di!itUssion of trifleo should not occupy our time, but shonld give place to 

zuork." On this last topic, he thus concludes his remarks: 

.. We may do moch. we may make our mark upon the world, we may leave 
an impression that will not be obl iterated by the grave. What we fail to tin ish 
dnring our own lives, we may assist our successors to complete, hy leaving 
them a good collection of jewels and materials prepared by us for the great 
work. Our intere~t. our duty, demand that we should do it, and pos terity re­
q•lires it at our bands." 

CAJ..tf'ORNtA. The proceedings of the Grand Lodge of California come to 

us with golden letters on a document of 230 pages, repo rting 75 chartered 

lodges and three under dispensation, with a member~hip of 2,66 1, having 637 

initiates, 39.1 Fellow Crafts, 393 Master Masons, as the result of a year's labor . 

The Grand Lodge publishe.• a code of by-laws adopted May, 1855· wi1h some 

six pages of resolutions gathered from its previous records, as also the old 

charges published by the Grand Lodge of England in 1722. They give us 

also the titles of 78 volumes, the beginning of a Masonic Library for the Grand 

Lodge. 

The Committee of Correspondence review in an able manner the proceed· 

ings of 24 Grand Lodges, i.n a report of nearly 50 pages. Their notice of this 

Grand Lodge is most fraternal, copying parts of the Grand Master's address 

and referring as follows to the report on correspondence: 

"The report of the committee on foreign correspondence, like that of the 
previous year from the same hand, is very different in its general characteris· 
tics from those which usually result from the labors of such committees. • • 
Much of the report for the present year is devoted to a dissertation upon the 
subject of' 7'/lt! fomtdt>li011 for the exisle11cc rmd penii<IIIC11cy o( the instituli<JJIS 
of rl·umasonry in the uscntinl nature a11d 11ccesJ·itie.r '!( mn11 '- as a large part 
of that of the preceding year was to 'The ''elations of F•·um11.rrmry to tlu 111nral 
and relig-ious dement in man tmd ,,s aJ!inily for the t·elt;l{ion.r '!( the wt>r/d.' 
H owever interesting the treatment of these subjects may be in such able 
hands, we do not often see them discussed in such reports ; and we are de­
lighted to bear that they have been received with such tmiversal approbation. 
The thanks of the Grand Lodge of California are due to the committee for 
tbe kjnd and proper manner in which they have stated the causes which im· 
pelled her to appeal to her Sister Grand Lodges for assistance to relieve her 
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brethren of a weighty burden of debt c reated by her efforts to afford relief to 
theirs." 

It wil l not dimini~h the interest which may be felt in these extmcts from the 

report when it is known that nn the 19th day of May the Grand Lodge was 
summoned to bury, with masonic honors. the worthy chairman. Bro. Levi 

Stowell, R. -..,y_ Grand Secretary of the Grand IA dge of CaliFornia. 

The opening address o f the Grand Master occupie.<~ nearly thirty pages, dis· 

cussing with much abili ty numerous important subjects. Much of it is of 

general interest, and worthy of regard in every jurisdiction. 

CONNECTICUT. The Grand Lodge of Connecticut held its communication 

in Hartfor.cJ, May 9th and 10th. The address of the Grand Master is for 

some reason omitted, although one was delive red and referred to the appro­

priate committee. The report o f the CommitteP. on Foreign Corre~pondence 

covers more than qo page~. arrd like its predecessors from the pen of the in­

defatigable chairmarr, l:!ro. William Storer, iR a document of real value, em ­

bracing extracts on a variety of suhjt:cL~ from the Grand Lodge reports so 

ably reviewed. Very fraternal notices of this Grand Lodge appear, with co­

pious ex tracts from the address of the l\1. W. Grand Master and report on 
Foreign Corre~porrdence. From some of the Southern Grand Lodges the re 

have been sharp c riticisms on pas.~ages in hi'< previous report~ relative to char­

tering a lodge in Liberia, and which had involved incidentally the eligibility of 

the col•>red race for admis~ion to the order. The prac tice in Connecticut for 

a few years past has been for the chairman of the committee to print the re­

port o f the committee in advance of the meeting of the Grand Lodge. The 

rule which required this was at the la~t meeting repealed. The report of Bro. 

Storer •peaks of the v..lue of masonic correspondence on this wise: 

"What member of this Grand Lodge would not esteem it a privilege to 
tum over the pages which contain a history of the tran~actions of any single 
Grand Lodge in our National Union, and cull from them the choicest gems of 
thought as treasured in the address o f the C:rand Master and reports C'f in­
telligent committees? And how is the value of this privilege enhanced. when 
multiplied by tens and twenties !-when, instead of the proceedings of a single 
Grand Lodge, we are favo red .with retu rns from more than thirty rorrespond­
ing Grand Bodies, embracing in their list of officers and members, some of the 
most gi fted mind~ of the age." 

DISTRICT OF Col.lJMIItA. The address of theM. W . Grand Master, Chas. 

S. Frailey, is an able documerrt, treating of sev<!ral important topics, and 

deep!y regretting the failure of a report from the Committee of Correspond­

ence. II e was re-elected to the ofiice of Grand Master. 

GF.ORCIA. The Grand Lodge of Georgia held its annual communication at 

Macon, in October, 1855, when more than 190 lodges were represented. 

There are in the State about 200 lodges, divided into four distri.cts, under the 

supervision of District Deputies. There is no tabular statement, to enable us 
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to dete rmine the number o f members, o r the additions of the las t year. The 

increa~e o f members must have been g rea t, as the revenue of the G rand 

Lodge excP.eded $8,6oo. The report on Correspondence acknowl edge~ the 

receipt of proceedings from twenty Grand Lodge~. which it di.~patche~ in 

about s ix pages and a half. It is rare that we meet a report so meagre fro m 

a body so venerable and respectable as the Grand Lod ge o f Georgia. This 

body was chartered by Thomas Thynne, Lord W eymouth , Grand Maste r o f 

England, i11 1733• and the warrant ren~wed by Sholto Charles Douglas, Grand 

Master of England. in 17 55· It was incorporated by the General Assembly 

of the State of Georgia. by an act dated the lith of February, 1796. A new 

Constitution is printed with the proceeding!\, as prese nted by a committee fo r 

consideration at the annual mee ting. This Grand Lodge. in publishing its ex· 

puJsions, discloses the terrible fact. that irue mperance is the bane of the masonic 

Inxtitution there, as it must be wherever the us e of intoxicating liquors enters 

into the social habits of a community. 

(A circular from the Grand Lodge o f Georgia, daLed the 8th of May. an · 

nounces the death of Grand Master W. C. DAWSON. The Grand Lodge of 

Maine will sympathize with the Fraternity in Georgia, in a loss they must 

deeply feel.) 

IowA. The Grand Lodge of Iowa in its youthful energy reports 67 chnr· 

tered lodges and four under dispensation, with a membe rs hip numbering 1,6o6 

and an addition of JJY initiates, 3o8 Fellow Crafts and 186 Ma$ter Masons. 

The Grand Lodge revenue was Sr,209.JO. The report revie ws with ability the 

proceedings of 29 Grand Lodges, and fully endo rses tbe action of Ohio in 

holdinf: firmly tbe Sc riptures of the Old and N ew Te~tamcnts as the ru le of 

faith and practice-the great light in Masonry. This s ubjec t is now enlisting 

so much attention and inte rest in various parts of the co untry that the com· 

mittee propose to recur to it again with a \•ie w to its full discussion. T he fol · 

lowing is the s trong language of the Io wa committee: 

"The applicant for initiation, who in this enlightened day, and in this C hris· 
tian country, denies the divine authentic ity of ou r Cnnt /, ighl, should he fur· 
ever re jected, if for no other reason than ~imply because he is a fool." 

The M. \V. Grand !\'laster thus s peaks o f the progress o f the O rde r in Io wa: 

·• It affords me much gratification to state thar the C rand Chapte r, organ· 
ized in June last, in this S tale, has douhled the number of its subordinates 
since its organization. The C raft will learn with pleasure rh nt Webb Coun· 
cil of Royal and Select Masters, and De Jllolay Encnmpmcnt of Knights 
Templar, have just heen o rganized at M nscatine, unde r very favo rable cir· 
cumstances. • • • • Twenty fo ur n ew lodges have been o rganized 
in thi.s jurisdiction s ince the last communication o f this Grand Lodge. It is 
possible that the great accessions made to the population o f o ur J~rowing Stale 
by emigration during the las t year, may jus1ify this rapid increase in lodges, 
but I have entertained the opin ion for years , that the rapid increase of lodges 
or membcr·s is injurious rather than beneficial to our ancient fraternity." 
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INDIANA. The Grand Master of Indiana calls attention to the death of 

Past Master Er.rZUR Ot:~JJNG, and publishes with his address appropriate 

resolutions of the Gr·and l -odge and a goateful tribute to the memory of the 

deparr~:d. 

Dispensations fo r :! 1 new lodges were granted by the Grand t.laster. One 

hnndred and llixty·five char tered lodges were reported with a membership of 

6577 or whom r:114 were raised rhe lasL ye><r. Number of deaths rrr. In a 

report of JO pages the Committee on Foreign Correspondence ably review 

most uf the Gmncl Lodge proceding~, paying a high compliment to Maine and 

copying parts of the addr"'-'<S of our l\1. W. Grand MMter and the report of 

our committee. These extracts he·· most respectfully and fraternally recom· 

mends to those Grand l.udges who do not see the utility and benefit to be 

deri\•ed in noticing the proceedings of other Grand Lodges." Such benefits 

and results he declares "worthy the attention of the craft in every jnris· 

diction." 
An event of much interest at rhe meeting of the Grand Lodge of Indiana 

was the presentation of a service of silver plate, valued at Ssoo, to Past Grand 

Maste r William Sheets, as a testimonial 'of esteem for his service~ in erecting 

a Masonic TempltJ for the use of th!i Grand Lodge. A pMSage from the ad· 

dress accepting this testimonial, will be read with deep interest: 

"At the commencement of this enterprise the Grand Lodge, although she 
had been in exbuencc about thirty years, had accumnlated a fund of only one 
thou~and dollaos, and her net revenues were but three hundred dollars an· 
nually. Now she bas stock in this building to the amount of fourt een thousand 
five hundred dollars, with a dividend for the p<L~t year of eight hutldred and 
seventy dolhus, and an annual revenue of more than four tbon~and dollar~. 
In additi011 to this she has the incr·eascd value of the real estate, which enure\! 
exclusi\•ely to her, whi'=h will not fall short of fifteen thousand dollars, so that 
at the close of this session of the Grand Lodge. her means will not be less 
tban thirty-five thousand dollars. The whole of this has been accomplished, 
from a very small beginning, in the brief space of eight years. • • • • 

"The whole, or neatly so. of the outstanding stock, will have been redeemed 
uy the first of June, 1857· We shall then have an annual income of eight 
thousand dollars; three thousand from the proceeds of the building, and five 
thou~and from the ordinary revenues of the G rand Lodge. l propose that 
this income be set apart, for the next three years, for the pnrchase of a si te, 
in thi~ city, and for the erection of sui table buildings for a male and female 
college, to which may be added as soon as the means will justify, departments 
of law and medicine. This can be accomplished without incurring a dollar 
of debt. and have every thing in readiness for the opening of the <.:ollege in 
October. t86o, with an annual income, for the support of a fac'ulty, of eight 
thouband dollars. l propose that in this institu tion the sons and daughters of 
the m:u;ons of our own state be educated in the higher branches of science 
and ilterature. free of expense for tuition, always giving preference .. if there 
be not room for all who apply, to orphans and children of des titute parents. 
It is a part of our mL ... ~ion, as Free and Accepted Masons, to seek out, and 
care for and educate the destitute orphan, nnd thus cause joy and hope to 
take the place of sadness and despair in the mind and heart of those whv, 
thrown upon the cold charity of the world, are left to buffet, as best they can, 
with poverty and misfortune." 
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KENTUCKY. The proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Kentucky occupy 

270 pages, reporting more than JOO lodges with a membership of 9•30 1, being 

an increase of 1,252 for the last year. The revenue of the Grand Lodge for 

1855 was $9•5.:3·7 5· The subordinate lodges report 254 minister~ of the gos· 

pel among the members. The report on Foreign Corre~pondencc, from the 
polished pen of Brother l{o\>ert Morris, co•·ers 65 page.< and gra~ps a large 

amount of interesting matter culled from the various repo rts under review. 

The committee acknowledge the proceedings of Mai11e but at "too late a date 

fo r the close examination and review they deserve." The Grand Lodge of 

Kentucky in common with some others held its meeting in August, and this 

fact shows the importance of promptness in printing our proccedin~. 

In view of the proposition in several States to secure his tolical record!! of 

Freemasonry, the committee devote nearly ten pages of their report to such 

facts in the history of the order in Kentucky as the committee can vouch for, 

and whicl1 they say can be greatly and very profitably exto:ndt:d; :111d they 

promise further details next year, if these shall prove acceptable to the Grand 

Lodge. This meeting of the Grand Lodge was rende red inte resting by the 

presentation of a gold jewt:l with the appropriate mottoes to Past Grand 

Secretary Philip Swigert, as "an acknowled~ment for twenty.five yt:a rs faiLh· 
ful and unremitting services as Grand Secretary." 

LOU ISIANA The Grand Lodge of Louisiana m1:t at Nt:w Orleans in Ft!b· 

ruary, •856, and its proceedings reached our Grand Secretary the ninth .,r 
June. The address of the Grand Maste r. occupying ninl! pages, i~ ahle and 

ins tructive, congratu lating the frate rnity on the restoration of entire hnnnony 

and the union of all the lodges o r the State under one junsdicticu!. The re· 

port 0 11 Foreign Correspondt:nce is hy Br. W. M. Perkins, and hardly needs 

the apology which he volunteers for it. It occupies some forty page~. re· 

viewing the action of nearly ,thirty (.;r:utd Lodge.~, in which he fi nds much to 

commend. His notice of Maine, tiJough brief, i~ highly commendatory. The 

statistical table is a good model, gh•ing a li,;t of more than 100 loclgt!s. with 

3·578 members. A tliliated 182, initiated -191· pa<;sed 536, raised 49S. dues paid 

<.:rand Lodge, g5,267.So. It is very gratifying to find :;o healthful a pros­
perity in this State, which had its days or trial som.: years ~ince. 

MARYLAND. The Grand Lodge of Maryland reports twenty-six lodges ro:p · 
resented in her annual fc5th•al, with the names of ten others ltrH.:presented. 

The report on corresponde.ICI.! occupies two pages, without discus~ing any 

subject of much inte rest. Th o.! committee acknowl.:dgt: tht: receipt or reports 

from only ten states, of which Maine is not one. They say: 

"It is remarkable, that, notwithstanding your committee are aljSured hy the 
R. W. Grand Secretary, that printed copies of your own proceedings o f May 
and No\'ember of Jaljt year ha\' e been regularly deposited in tht: Uahimore 
post office, directed to tbe Grand Secretaries of all the Grand Lodges of the 
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United States, one only of those above mt:ntioned has acknowledged the re· 
ct:ipt the reof. And this ,;u gge~ts the propriety Clf avoiding all ma~onic titles 
in directing matte r to be transmitted thoough the puiJiic mail." 

Among the publi~hed standing resolutions o f the (;rand Lodge are the fol· 

lowing for t Ss~. which are wt!ll adapted to all jurisdictions: 

" A'c.wh·erl, That profane swearing is a vice as unbecoming the characteo of 
a Freenoason as a Christian, and that it is the bounden duty of Ma~ters and 
member~ of lodges to .:xe1 t their J>O Wt:r and inlluence for its suppression 
among the fraternity; and if persisted in, the offending l1rother should be s ub· 
jccted to di;,;dpline. 

'' Rerulv~tl. That slander and evil speaking by brethren, one of another is 
a like unbecoming the characte r o f a Freemason and a gentlo::men- that it is 
cowardly and dastardly- and a good and sufficient cause of exp•tlsion from 
the o rder." 

MASSACIIUSETTS. The Grand Lodge of Massachusetts had occasion to aid 

in the ceremony of re· laying the corner stone of the State H ouse in Boston, 

which' wa.~ displaced in making some rllpairs. The artic;les found undt;r it. 

,,;th the latest Ame1ican coins, :tl) impression of the Stale Seal, title page of 
the newly printed :11assachuscw; Colony Reports, and morning papers o f the 

day. secured in a metallic box. were deposited under a newly hammered granite 

ti.Shler, on Satu rday, Angu~t t 1, t8SS• sixty years and thirty ·eight days from 

the time when the corncr-s tont: of the ~:d ifi ce was o liginally laid. The cere· 

mony was conducted "in a <1uiet and unostentatious nmnner," the occasion 

not being of sufficient impo1tance to demand a public display. 

\'ou r committee have still to regret the want of a report on Foreign Corre· 

spondence worthy of the Grand Lodge of Massachu~ctts. That this want is 

a lso felt by those more no::arly concerned, is evident from the following remarks 

of theM. W. Grand lllaJ>ter on the occasion of his installation: 

"Since occupying the chair of this Grand Lodge, the incumbent ha.~ felt the 
want of inforntation respecting the condition and s tanding of the o the r G rand 
Lodges of the United States. their actions, opinions and decisions. lt is evi· 
dent that such information would be highly valnable :tnd important. lt might 
shed · mo•e light.' and make us better acquainted with the great band with 
which " e are unito:d. It is submitted to you whether our accomplished Corre· 
sponding (; rand Secretary might not be requested to prepare an annual state· 
ment, emb1acing the subjects joM a lluded to.'' 

M tCBtGAN. Nearly eighty lodges were •epresented in the session of the 

Grand Lodge of Michigan, in jannary, 1856. There were dispensations 

g ranted du ring the year for several new lodAes. and the progress o f the Order 

ap1Jears to h.: rapid and healthful. T t:n lodges were chartered at tbi~ session, 

A code of hy·laws for sul>ordinates wall adopted and recommended for the 

go,•ernment of the lodges. The revenue of the G rand Lodge was nearly 

$2,000. The report on correspondence reviews twenty-seven Grand Lodges, 

in about 20 pages. The report from Michigan came at so late a day as to 
forbid a careful examination. 
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MISSISS!I'PI. Mississippi sends ns an able report of 463 pages. The sta­

tistics are arranged in a well constructed table , rep01'ting more tlian 200 lodges, 

,,;th 7,796 members, initiated 1,o65, passed 969, raised 920, dnes to the Grand 

l:odge $:;.488.so. This Grand Lodge pays a ,per diem of $2 to its delegates 
in addition to the mileage, and pays a salary to the Grand Secretary of $1,soo. 

Jt thu~ happens that a delkiency of revenue railles the inquiry- how can re­

trenchment be made or the revenue raised. The address of Grand Master 

llillyer is an eloquent production, from which we give a brief extract: 

"It was in 1819, when the Grand Lodge had assembled for business, that 
it found itself compelled to adjourn for lack of a constitutional quorum; and 
that too, <U'ter a three days' patient waiting to obtain une. 

" Of those then congregated in the fulfilment of their masonic duties. all 
gave one, have seen ·the last of earth.' Called by the Grand Ma~ter of th!! 
Universe from the scene of their ear th ly labors, the ga\'el for them nv more 
sounds to duty. The East, the South, the West, no more give forth their 
symbolic lessons of instruction, of comfort, and of encouragement and reward. 
One venerable man, whose silvered bead has marked the snows of nearly 
eighty winters, yet survives to bear his testimony- the testimony of an ac tive, 
useful. well-regulated life-to the sweet influences and benefits of our mystic 
tie. Would that he-the venerable EowARO T URSER.- were here, if but to 
look around and see the change that thirty-~ix years have wrought. Thm, 

. three days spent without a quorum, followed by an adjournment sine die. 
Thm, three lodges only existed i~ Mississippi. Tltm, but one hundred and 
four members graced the masonic roll in this jurisdiction. Had they. as they 
sat together waiting the arrival of some tardy brother, in fancy rolled a~ide 
the dark curtain that concealed the masonic future, cou.ld their warmest imag­
ination have conjured up the present scene, as one withm the range of human 
probability? Those three lodges have grown into two hundred. Children 
and grand-children in masonic blood have risen up, ooach livall ing. and many 
surpassing, in growth, in influence, and appearance, their predeces~ors. Those 
one hundred members have become eight thou~and. No longer confined to 
two small spots upon the banks of the Mis,;-issippi, the Light of J\•lasonry has 
diffused itself over the entire state." 

The Report on Correspondence, by Bro. W.ll. Mellen, is an able document , 

as his reports always are, commenting freely on the action of the several Grand 

Lodges, and giving in general good modds of masonic c riticism. For this, 

with other reaso.ns, we regret to lose Bro. M. from the post of Grand Secre­
tary and ex of!icio Chairman of Correspondence. He has held the post of 

Go·and Secretary for 23 years, and the prosperity of the Grand Lodge is not 

a little indebted to his fidelity in that position. The Grnnd Lodge pay a high 

tribute to his services, and direct 'a jewel to be pre, en ted as a memoti;d of their 

approval. A subject of especial importance at the las t session of thi~ body, 

was the fuJI dil;cussion of the question as to the legitimacy of the Grand l .odge 

of New York. Mississippi has heretofore refused to recognize either body 

claiming Grand Lodge jnrisdiction in New York. The subject was presented 

most ably this year, both by a majority and a minority report, and these were 

followed by arguments and rejoinders of both ; but the final action re:arlted in 

sustaining the majority report and recog11izing the Grand Lodge, which has 
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now the sanction of all the Grand Lodges in the country. The G rand ~'\laster 

and Grand Secretary were the minority committee. 

Mtsso ua.t. The Report on Correspondence in the G rand Lodge of Mis­
souri is from the able pen of Brother joseph Foster, whose name has been 
long familiar in the masonic world, and whose proffered mediation in relation 
to difficulties in New York we had occasion to notice in a previous report. His 
review of the action of Grand Lodges is able, and, for the most part, generous, 
though your committee cannot sympathi~e in his views so strongly expressed 
alike against a General G rand Lodge and the confederation which has been 
earnestly advocated in certain quarters as a substitute. Speaking of the Grand 
Lodge of Maine, the committee say: 

"Our brethren of this Grand Lodge. beholding as they do the first rays of 
the rising sun, appear to follow the light of our O rder diligently. The report 
of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence is a very able production, fi lled 
with remarks on many intere~ting subjects, which. if perused as it should be, 
by all, is well calculated to impress the mind with much of the beautiful work­
ings of the O rder. May we have more reading masons and then we shall be 
spared the pain of seeing so many stumble in their work, and fail in their daily 
walk and conversation before the world." 

The address of the M. W. Grand Maste r, as well as the report on corre­
spondence, abound in pMsages which it would be gratifying and profitable to 
quote, ~id ou r limits permit. 

N£w HAMI'SHIRE. O ur brethren of New Hampshire do us the honor to 
copy approvingly parts of the address of our M. W. G rand Master, and also 
some four pages of our Report on Correspondence, embracing the subject of 
MASONICl'f:RMANENCV ANI) PROGRESS. They also copy our report on physi­
cal deformity, preceded by this remark : 

"The subject of physical qualifications is one on which a diversity of opinion 
has existed ; and believing that the truth on this point is found in the Report of 
the Committee on Foreign Correspondence of the G rand Lodge of Maine, we 
present the following extract." 

The report of the New llampshire committee, of which Bro. John Christie 
is chairman, is able and discriminating, occupying about thirty pages. They 
copy with approbation the following resolution, adopted by the Grand Lodge 
of Virginia : 
"Ru~>h,~,f. That a special Committee of Masonic jurisprudence, consisting 

of five skillful Past Masters, be appointed, whose duty it shall be to examine 
the various important questions at present agitating the fraternity, and re­
port on the fir~t evening of the next G rand Annual Communication of this 
(; rand Lodge." 

Two new lodges were chartered, and one charter restored. Returns from 22 

lodges show 1070 members, and 246 initiated during the past year. 

NF.w jF.RSf:Y. The Grand Lodge of New Jersey met at T renton in janu· 
ary and rt:ports 4Z lodges, with 307 new members and 1309 old ones, total 

I Z 
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1616, with a revenue of ,$886.93· The address of theM. W. Grand Master, 

Edward Stewart, earnestly and ably urges the need of care as to the character 
of candidates, and the importance of thorough ins truction in the ritual and 

principles of the O rder. 

There is no report on correspondence. 

New YoRK. The report of the Grand Lodge of New York was obtained 

by writing for it, but at too late a day to do jus tice to its contents. The reply 

of tbe Grand Secretary assures us it was mailed to our Grand Secretary 'in 

August, which reminds us that the evil we have so often deplored is not cured. 

A bout one-half of the Grand Lodge reports of the country had failed of reach· 

ing us so late as the middle of April. The cause of such irregularity is still 

a mystery that ought not to renrain unsolved. The prosperity of the Grand 

Lodge of New York was never more apparent than at present, under the able. 

Grand Master Jos. D. Evans. The roll call of the Grand Lodge in June, 1855, 

was responded to by 239 lodges, and the names of 332 lodges are enrolled as in 

regular standing. Dispensations have been issued for thirty-five new lodges, 

charters having been issued to JZ since the previous communication. The 

revenues of tbe Grand Lodge were $ 171396. 19 and $2,340.86 were distribuled 

for charitable purposes. The address of the M. W. G. Master is an able, 

business-like document of some 15 pages, treating of variou:; subjects of 

special importance to that jurisdiction, and several of them of general interest. 

He does not approve the plan of a National Confederatio.n ; but lhe Grand 

Lodge adopted the articles of Confederation, and gives its adhesion to the 

compact. 
The formation of Libraries, by Grand Lodges and S ubordinates, is recom· 

mended; also the preparation of a ,;tandard work on masonic jurisprudence. 

which should be" sanctioned by a Convention of Representatives from the 

several jurisdictions, in order that conflicting views may be harmonized. and 

the standard thus established." The Grand Lodge appropriate<:! $500 for pro· 

curing a Grand Lodge Library. 
The Grand Mas ter severely censures the conduct of " itinerant mendicants," 

who have not for years been members of any lodge, but when pinching want 

overtakes them, are loud in their praises of Masonry and dearly in love with 

its charity. He says. " Some of the most accomplished among them, together 

with masonic peddlers, you will discover with masonic emblems curiou~ly 
wrought in their breast·pins, finger-rings or watch-seals; these intruders should 

be avoided." He also censures the practice of making the Order a " house of 

merchandise by placing masonic emblems on their sign ·boards, vebiclt<s and 

cards." He thinks this practice should be condemned-that such emblems 

should not be used unless as signs for those who manufacture masonic cloth· 

ing and jewels. He regards it also as matter of regret that "some highly 

esteemed brethren imitate these impostors [the itinerant mendicants] by wear• 
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ing conspicuously on their apparel a masonic device. Masonry does not 
expect her votaries to expose her to the gaze of the world; in her modesty $he 
shrinks from a boast of h"r existence, preferring to see herself advertised 
through the medium of untold benevolence and acts of hidden charity." 

The report on foreign correspondence, by R. W. Finlay !II. King, is an able 
document of more than fifty pages, reviewing the proceedings of most of the 
Grand Lodges of this country, as also communications from several Foreign 
Grand Lodges, among which are the Grand Orient of Carthagena, South 
America; Grand Orient National, of Peru; Grand National Mother Lodge of 
the Prussian States; Gmnd Orient of Brussels: also letters from Bro. L. Blanc 
de lllarcounnay relative to transactions of the Grand Orient of France, and 
from W. Bro. D. A. Ogden, Commissioner to the Sandwich Islands, respecting 
Jllasonry at Honolulu, S. I. 

The report on Foreign Correspondence notices our proceedings most fra­
ternally, copying from the address of our M. \V. Grand Master, and report on 
correspondence. Speaking of our copying the proposition of llrother Fosler, 
of Missouri, for the arbitrament of the difficulties in New York, the commit· 
tee say." Belic\·ing, as we do, that the reasons we assigned in our last year's 
report at page 137 et s~q., for declining this proposition, are sound and con­
clusive, we indulge the hope that they will meet the approval of, and be satis· 
factory to our brethren of Maine; for we have before given evidence of the 

estinuH" we place upon their opinions." In relation to our revised constitu­
tions, they say, "A copy of the Consti tutions and General l<egulations of the 
Grand Lodge of Maine forms a part of the matter of the pamphlet before us; 
and it is one of the fullest, most complete and most profound codes of Ma­
sonic Laws that the country affords." 

There is a feature of the Grand Lodge of New York that is worthy of con· 

sider;rtiou in other jurisdictions. It is that o£ representatives or delegates to 

and from that Lodge and others in correspondence wi th it. The practice is to 
select some brother, a member it may be of the Grand Lodge of New York, 
to represent a foreign Grand Lodge in the meetings of that bedy; New York 
in return selecting some known mason residing near the foreign body as its rep­
resentative. In this way she has already Resident Representatives of the 
Grand Orient of Netherlands, Grand Lodge Eclectic Union, Frankfort on the 
Maine. Grand Orient National of Peru, Grand Lodge of Connecticut, Provin­
cial Gmnd Lodges of Canada West, Montreal and Three Rivers, Grand Orient 
of France, Grand Lodge o£ South Carolina. New York has in return Repro· 
sentatives near these several Grand Lodges. 

N()RTH CAROLINA. One hundred and sixteen lodges appear to have been 
represented in the Grand Lodge o{ North Carolina, in December, 1855; but 
the aggregate of numbers is not obtained without more time and labor than 
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the committee can bestow. We trust the time is not far distant, when each 

Grand Lodge will annually arrange statistics in convenient tables. 

TheM. W. Grand Master, in the close of his address, has some rational and 

valuable remarks relative to the practical application of the tenet of relief. 

The report on Foreign Correspondence is brief, occupying only five or six 
pages, and without embracing many matters of interest to this Grand Lodge. 

OHIO. The Grand Lodge of Ohio held its annual communication at Mans· 

field, October 23, •855, in which ZJZ lodges were represented. The revenues 
of this Grand Lodge are ample, and it is the custom to pay delegates per diem 

for attendance, as well as travel fees. The sum of $417'3·34 was paid to the 

representatives at its late meeting. We regret to find no report from a com­

mittee of correspondence in this Grai1d Lodge, as the masonic ability in its 
jurisdiction is of a high order, and might render important service in this de­

partment of masonic labor. Biographical notices of three distinguished l'ast 

Grand Officers are given at some length-to wit, Brothers ll. Brush, M. z. 
Kreider, and James 1). Caldwell . These memorials of departed worth are 

deeply interesting and will be reviewed with pleasure hereaiter, as portions of 

the early masonic history of that noble state. Various reports of Committees 

on Grievances and Masonic Jurisprudence afford important materials for ex­

amination and for the study of the principles and workings of the Order; but 

we quoted so largely the last year from decisions heretofore made in that Grand 

Lodge, that we can afford no space for the reports of these committees. The 

Grand }faster's address comments on diversity of work, which troubles that 

jurisdiction as it does others; and recommends that the Grand Lodge adopt 

some one of the various modes of wo1k, take measure.~ to have subordinate 

lodges instructed in that mode, and require them to conform to it. 

OREGON. The Grand Lodge of Oregon report::; nine subordinates in a pros­

perous condition. The extract which follows from theM. W. Grand Master's 

address will be read with deep interest, as a masonic utterance from the l;a· 

cific shore: 

"I believe 1 :tm warrant!ld in saying, that Masonry in ·oregon, has never 
been so prosperous as now. The firm resolve of the last Grand Lodge to 
wage unceasing war, again~t the spread of i11temperance-the active and perse­
vering move made, to accumulate a fund for educational purposes-and other 
evidences on the part of the fraternity to purify the lodges-raise the standard 
of morals and respectability, so that the members of the fraternity may occu­
py that position in society that of right belongs to a mason, has brought our 
institution to the favorable notice of many, who we are glad to see knocking at 
our doors for admission." 

The following will be interesting to very many of the craft: 

" A brother writing me from the 'Sandwich Islands,' says: 'I will inform 
you of a curiosity in the possession of Capt. Pen hallow, a brother mason. It 
is a workbox make in Japatt, and brought f1·om there in the Frigate Saratoga. 
On the lid is a representation of a Master's Carpet, done in mother of pearl. 
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It is ·~xactly similar l!J ours. with this remarkable difft:rence-instead of tht: 
coffin at the bottom, this displays a corpse laid out as for the grave. Now 
who taught the Japanese the$e things? for no communication has ever been 
had with them, exct:pt by a few .Dutch, until Com. Perry's visit. Has Masonry 
exis ted among them for so many centuries and retall\ed its perfect form to 
this day? I t would seem so. At any rate, it is a curious thing, and one 
which I know you will be pleased. and yet astonished, to bear." 

Jly the report of the committee on Foreign Correspondence it appears that 

our minutes have failed to reach them. Their views of a General Grand Lodge 

will be found in another part of this report. 

Pf:NNSYLVANtll . An important feature in the report from Pennsylvania is the 

ceremonies of dedication at the opening of the new Masonic Hall in Chestnut 

Street. Philadelphia, September 26, 1855· The occasion was one of great in· 

terest, participated in by about 4,000 of the fraternity, embracing members 
: from New Jersey. District of Columbia, Massachusetts, Maryland, Virginia, 

South Carolina, Kentucky, Connecticut and Tennessee. The cost of the Hall 

is e.~timated at $1 25·979·7 5 and the cost of furnishing $J0,497·JO. The Grand 
Lodge of Pennsylvania has received from the bequest of the late Stephen 

Girard the su m of $38,454 09. This fund is accumulating, although the lttts · 

tees have paid $200 a year in charity more than the testator conte1uplated. 

Tl\is result has been secured by a very favorable investment of tbe funds. 

The finances of the Grand Lodge appear to be in a very prosperous condition. 

The income from lodges for rSss. was $ r7,650.92, and from all sources, $25,· 

178.76. The addre~s. by Bro. james King, of ,Pittsburgh, is an able document, 
and occupies 17 pages of the report, and the ceremonies 12 more, leaving little 

space for o ther matter. 

SuUTII CAROI.INA. The Grand Lodge of South Carolina meets quarterly, 

and the proceedings before us are from January to December, 1855. Were· 

gret that they give us no table of statistics. Sixty·one chartered lodges, and 

one u. 1). are reported under jurisdiction. The receipts o£ the Grand Lodge 

for the year are stated at $5,JS8.JI, induding $104.22 on hand December, 

1854. The Grand Secretary's report covers the field usually occupied by 

committees on foreign correspondence, giving a brief view of the general con· 

dition of Masonry, but without noticing in detail the several Grand Lodges. 

Several topics of interest are touched upon; among them the recent formation 

of the Grand Lodge of Canada, from the remarks on which we have gh·en an 

extract in our report on that subject. Bro. Mackey thus closes his report: 

u The controversial spirit which for some years past has too much pervaded 
the reports of the Committee.<~ of Foreign Correspondence of our sister juris· 
dictions, appear in a great degree to have subsided. Tbe vexed questions of 
a Confederation of Grand Lodges, of the l'ast Maste r's degree, of the physical 
qualifications of candidates, of the right of a mason to demit at his plea~ure 
and of the obligation of affiliation, if not settled by a uniformity of opinion, 
have at least ceased for a time to agitate the craft. 
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"The progress of the ins~itution seems ~verywhere • ~hroughout the length 
and breadth of the land to have been marked with eminent success.' T he in­
crease of the lodges and ma~ons in numbers has surpassed that of any preced­
ing period, while from all! that I can Jieam, there appears to be a corresponding 
increase ir\ the usefulness and value of the institution as a means of civilfzil'lg 
ar\d humanizll"lg the race. ]In our own jurisdiction, especiaHy, 1 may congrat· 
ulate the Grand Lodge on rhe steady continuance of a prosperous existen.:e. 
To her may be applied the beautiful language of the l 'satmist's prayer- Peau 
i's 7U'ilhi1l her walls, and profjurity -HJithi1< fur palau.r.'' 

TENNESSEE. Nearly 190 lodges responded to the call at the last annual 

communication of the Grand Lodge of Tennessee. The address of the Grand 

Master, john S. Dashiell , is chiefly occupied with the condition of subordi­

llates, and matters of local interest.. The Grand Lodge of T ennessee, as well 

as several others, devoted some attention to the proposition of the· Grand 

Master of the Grand Lodge of New York, to establish the cuStom of Grand 
Lodge representation by delegates resident near the location of each. The 

report of the committee says that they concur'in the sentiments of the com­

munication before them; but as they are not informed as to ihe powers, 

duties and privileges of the representatives, nor of the expense attending the 

system, they defer final action till next year, and direct the Grand ~ecretary 

to correspond with the Grand Master of New Vo1k in the premises. Number 

of lodges, more than 18o-no report on correspondence- no footing of statis· 

tics. Revenue, $4,204.70. 

VERMONT. The Grand Lodge of Vermont presents us the remarkable spec­

tacle of having every lodge save one represented at its annual communicatibn, 

nearly a fuJI representation of each lod~:e. and nearly a page fuJI of the 

names of visiting brethren. Nearly every lodge has also the word "Paid," 

standing a.gainst the amount of its yearly dues. The number of chartered 

lodges is 35, with two under dispensation. The whole number of members 

reported (if we have after some labor footed them correctly) is r 579· Will 

the worthy Grand ~ecretary correct next year, if wrong, by furnishing a com­
plete table? 

The address of M. W. Philip C. Tucker to the Grand Lodge is an earnest 

document, discussing with signal ability every subject of which it treats. We 

copy a passage referring to lodges of colored masons in Massachusetts: 

"I have endeavored to place the present que.•tion upon its plain and simple 
merits, and have, in my Jetter to Mr. Smith, entered into it mor·e at large tl1an 
I should have done, had l not been desirous of having it thoroughly under­
stood by all the brethren of this masonic jurisdiction. I have conten·ded, and 
1 believe have established the position, that the bodies of colored men in Hos· 
ton, claiming to be reguJar masonic lodges, are illegitimate, spurious and clan­
destine, and that, consequently, no man receiving the degrees in them, whether 
white or colored, can be recognized all a regular mason or received as such 
into any reguJar lodge of masons. With these views, however innocently or 
ignorantly Mr. Smith may have acted, in becoming a member of one of those 
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bodie~. my plain duty left me no other course than to instruct Aurora Lodge 
not to receive him as a mason." 

The evidence of the cl:tndestine nature of the colored lodge.~ seems to be 

complete in the correspondence submitted by the Grand Master along with 

his addre!\5. The report on Foreign Cor.espondence, occupying more than 

thirty pages. wns prel!ented by Bro. Englesby, though Bro. j. B. Hollenbeck's 

name i~ first on the commutee. It is an able document, giving a cursory re· 
view of twenty·nine Grand Lodges. in which the committee give a cordial 

notice of Maine. 

The action of the Grand Lodge of Vermont, acknowledging the new Grand 

Lodge of Canada, we have already noticed. 

VIRGINIA. The Grand J.odge o f Virginia held its annual communication 

in the city of l<ichmond, commencing on the tenth of December, r855· The , 

:tddress of the M. W. Grand Master ably discusses several topics of general in· 
terest; a nd says that the measures adopted in order to secure uniformity of 

work and lectures in that juri.~diction have thus far succeeded beyond his ex· 

pectation. In conclusion, he fo rcibly orges the importance of a thorough 

~crutiny into the character and qualifications of every candidate. He says: 

" Whtn material of the very best kind i!l offered in abundance, why should 
we accept stone~ wholly unfit for the builder'!' use? Beware, too. of the intro· 
duction of new te.rts or slattrltrrtls of qualification. In cases of doubt or diffi· 
culty, refer to the hook of :11asonic Constitutions-that reliable old chart 
traced ages ago, which, pointing to trutk andju.stiu as unerringly as the needle 
to the pole. has safely guided our noble old ship through many a tempestuou!l 
sea; and the strict observance of which will serve so tQ guide it till time shall 
IJe no more." 

One hundred and ~ix lodges were represented. and the rc,•enne of the 

Grand Lodge for the year was S t, IJI.Z5· We regret the absence of a report 

on Correspondence in this Grand Lodge, feeling that the report on Masonic 
jurisprudence, able and useful as it may be, is not an adequate substitute. 

WrscuNSIN. The Crnnd Lodge of Wisconsin , constituted in December, 

1853• reports sixty-three chartered lodges and two under dispensations. They 

set ns a good exa!"ple, with one serious defect. They publish a tabular 

statement, with the name and numher of each lodge-the tlllmber of members 

- o f E. A.-of F. C.-initiations for the year-deaths, expulsions, rejections, 

demil'sions, and annual dues; yet they fail to foot up any of these items. seem· 

ing to suppose this an easy matter for a committee having some thirty or 

more s uch documents to examint, to do this work if they would give definite 

results. May we not hope that hereafter they will set an example worthy of 
all imitation, and that all other G rand Lodges will follow it. 

The report on Correspondence has the following paragraph on this subject, 

which we cordially endorse, with the amendment above refe rred to: 
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"STA'I'ISTICS.-lf the Grand Secretaries or the diffen':nt Grand Bodies, in 
JHeparing the proceedings for publication, would devote one page to a tabular 
statement of the Fraternity within their jurisdiction. it would be of great in· 
terest to the craft in general. The table should contain the names and mem· 
bers of lodges, No. o f M. M.'s, No. of initiations during the year, No. of 
deaths, No. of expulsions, the finances of the year, and such other matter as 
may be conveniently arranged. The Grand Secreta•ies of Iowa and Illinois 
are entitled to I he thanks of the craft for their voluntary labor in this respect." 

The rt:port copies extracts from many of the Gr:cnd Lodges, arranged under 

several distinct captions, covering some twenty pages. 

INTERNATIONAL COURTESI~:S. 

rn the Boston Journal appears the following paragraph: 

"The Lieut. Governor of Nova Scotia presented al llalifax, on the 25th of 
April, a gold Chronometer to Hugh Cameron, Master, and a gold patent lever 
watch to George Duffote, Mate of the British schooner Mars, of that po1t, as 
a testimonial from the citizens of the United States to those gentlemen, fo r 
saving Captain john T. Philbrick, of the late American schooner Slate of 
Maine, from the wreck of that vessel. Two men, composing the crew of the 
Mars, are to have silver medals.'' 

During the session of this Grand Lodge a brother has put into I he hands of 

the committee on Correspondence several communicat ions relat ive to thill sub· 

jeer, which they deem worthy of a place in this report. The fir~t is the s tate· 

ment of Capt. Philbrick, which wa.~ published in the April No. of the Ma.~onic 

Journal. 

FRt.NK I'OR1' , Mar(;h S. •S56. 
HRo. CIIASE.- 1 have thought a brief narrative of my sufferings and provi· 

dential deliverance from death by starvation and expo~ure, also the kind treat­
ment from brothers in a foreign land, may he read with interest by your read· 
ers. 

I sailed from this port Master o f the schooner" State of Maine," on the 4th 
day of Janua•y last, bound for the West lndies with a cargo of lumber. On 
the second day out we encountered a severe snow storm with the wind blow· 
ing a gale from theN. E. At ten o'clock at night the wind having increased 
almost to a hurricane, my vessel capsized, at which time my mate and steward 
were washed overboard. In a short time the deck load fetched away together 
with the masts and l'pars, causing her to right full of water. The night was 
extremely cold, and being without shelter, we t, tired and hungry, inevilable 
death seemed to be our lot. A small portion of the jib remained attached to 
the bowsprit, with this and a few ~pikes, obtained by ripping up the deck 
plank, enabled me and my men (four in all) to form a rude shelter under the 
topgallant forecastle, in which we took refuge for the night, the sea all this 
time making a complete breach over us. Tn this situation we remained five days 
without food or water, except about three pounds of raw salt pork which floated 
out the fore scuttle. About 1 t o'clock P. M . of the fourth day I saw a light 
which 1 hailed, and was answered hy a gun. l requeslcd the captain to lay by 
the wreck and rescue myself and fellow sufferer!!, which to us seemed almost 
impossible, as the gale still continued. In a few moments the light was lost 
sight of, and we then thought we were left to perish on the wreck: at da)•lighttbe 
next morning we again saw the vessel (which proved to be the schooner Mars, 
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Capt. Cameron, of Ualifax.) bearing down for us. The sea was running moun­
tain higJl. and our hope of deliverance was indeed small. After repeated trials 
I succeded in getting on board tbe Mars, by being hauled about sixty fathoms 
through the water in a bowline, being the only one saved. One man was lost 
afteo jumping overboard with the rope about b.im•, tbe remaining two were left 
to perish on the wreck, it being impossible to save them. Great credit is due 
to Capt. Cameron and his noble c rew for their perseverance and bravery. For 
seventeen hours after being hailed he lay by the wreck continually renewing 
his trials before he succeeded in securing me from a terrible death. My hands, 
feet and legs were very badly frozen; my legs so swolle.n they measured just 
above the ankle twenty-three inches. E:verything was done on board that 
could be, to make me comfortable, the vessel was quite small. and not having 
on boaod the proper remedies I suffered greatly for seven days, when we ar­
rived at Halifax. I was then 11Jaced under the care of the American Consul 
(Albert Pillsbory, of Machias,) whom l found to be a brother. He took es­
pecial interest in my distrest'ing condi:ion, and provided me ,,;th comfortable 
rooms a t a first class hotel, also with physicians and attendants, for which 1 
shall always hold him in grateful remembrance. Every attention that heart 
could wish was paid me by the Consul and masons of the city, particularly by 
members of the Scotch lodges. I was entirely destitute of clothing. without 
money, unable to walk or heJp myself in any manner, still I fnund myself 
among brothers and friends, who were a; ways ready to administer to my wants. 
The Scotch Lodges contributed very generously to my pecuniary wants. Up· 
wards of $100 in money, a goc.d fit-out of clothing. (about $6o dollars worth) 
medical attendance, hotel expenses, &c", &c .• all fumished by warm and sympa· 
thizing masons. 

I would make particular mention of the many tavors received h om the 
wives and daughters of masons. A I so, of Mrs. Johnson, (landlady of 1 he 
Mansion House) who was my daily attend<~nt, M. W. Keith, Prov. G. M. of 
Nova Scotia, Bro. John Richardson, M. of Bums Lodge, Bro. John R. F~y. 
M. of Keith Lodge. Bro. E. I. Lordly, M. of Athole Lodge, Bros. Williamson, 
Saybold, Dr. Stephen Foss, and many others who were untiring in their acts 
of kindness. To all of these, and the Fraternity of H alifax, I would tender 
my heartfelt thanks for their kindness, sympathy, and aid manifested toward 
me while among them. 

In behalf of Howard Lodge, No. 69, (of which I am a member) I would 
express our deepest gratitude and thanks to our brethren in H alifax for their 
kindness and liberality towards their unfoo·tunate and fraternal friend, 

J. T. PHIUlRICK. 

HALIFAX, February 121 1856. 
Brothe r ]OHN T. PHIJ,JIRICK. 

DEAR SIR.- The brethren of Burns Lodge, sensible of the deplorable and 
distressing situation you were late ly placed in by the loss of your vessel at 
sea; as a sniall token of their sympathy, I enclose ten pounds for your accept­
ance--hoping this will be of some ~<ervice to you in defraying _your expenses 
to your n.ative town. 

In behalf of the brethren of Burns Lodge, I remain, dear sir and brother, 
JOHN RICHARDSON, W. Jill. 

Captain PHtLHRJCK, Mansion House. 
HALIFAX, 12th February, 1856. 

DEAR S tR AND BROTHER.-It affords me much pleasure, on behalf of the 
brethren of A thole Lodge, 361, of this city, to hand you tbe enclosed sum of 
thirty dollars, voted to you f1om the funds of the lodge at their regular meet· 
ing last evening. It was a matter of regret with the brethren, that the low 
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state of our finances would not admit of a larger amount. Understanding 
however that the brethren of the other lodges in the city are comingJ,nvard 
to evince their sympathy for your condition, I trust you will not find yourst:lf 
in want of anything until you reach your more immediate fri end!<. Your suf· 
ferings and providential esca-pe from death, drew fotth the un:mimons sympa · 
thy of the brethren to yourself, and g ratitude to the Great Architect of the 
Unive1se for his mercies towards you. That you yourself may not fail to ac· 
knowlege his goodness and mercy so signally manifested, that H e may bring 
you again in safety to your friends, and finally to the G rand Lodge above, iF 
the sincere wish of \'ours fraternally, 

E. I. LOR DLY, W. M. Athole Lodge,:;6r. 

MASONIC IIALI .. H ALit'AX, February IJ, 1856. 
OF-All SIR AND BROTHt:R.-1 have much pleasure in enclosing you the 

~um of se\•en pounds ten shilling!\ (£7' 10 o) voted by the members o f Keith 
Lodge. No. 365, at thei r regular meeting. for a fund in connection with the 
Burns and A thole Lodges, towards defraying your expenses in H alifax, and 
assi~tance in returning to your fri ends in the United States. I beg to ~uhscribe 
myself Fratemally yo111s, 

JO HN B. FAY, Mas te r Keith Lodge. 

T o J. T. PHILBRICK, EsQ, Mansion H ouse, Halifax. 

UNITED STATF.S CONSUI.ATP., HALIFAX, N. S ., l\larch 28, 1856. 
DEAR S tR·-1 know it will be gratifying to you to know. that the Goven•· 

ment have in a suitable manner recognized the act of Capt. Cameron and his 
crew in your rescue. I to-day received, 

Fo r Capt. Cameron, a Chronometer Watch and Chain, 
value about, ... ... .. .............. ... ... . ...... S350 

For Mate, a Gold Watch and C hain,... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 150 
A s ilver Medal for each of the men,. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . so 

l hoped you would write me on your re turn , to let me know how you got 
along. In has te, truly yours, 

ALBERT l' lLLSBURV. 

Your committee feel assured that the Grand Lodge of Maine will share with 

them in the emotions of gratitude which occurrences like the above are fitted 

to inspire. It is ever a grateful spectacle to witness such illustrations of th:ll 

beautiful passage from the lips of the" MAN OF SOR.ROWS "-" l''or I was :m 
hungered and ye gave me meat: r was thirsty and ye gave me drink : I was a 

s trange r and ye took me in : naked and ye clothed me: l was sick and ye vis· 

ited me." 

These spontaneous and frate rnal ministrations to a member of one of our 
subordinate lodges by our brethren in Nova Scotia, deserve a grateful recog· 

nition, illustrating as they do the genuine spirit of our Ins tit ution, a llaying 

national jealousies, and has tening the era of peace, when nation sha ll no more 

lift up sword against nation. H ow bl es~ed are scenes like this, contrasted 

with those upon our frontiers a few years since, when flashing sword.~ and 
waving banners indicated the chivalry o f the parties in relation to a few more 

or less of pine tree and acres o f waste land. 
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MASONTC LAW AND USAGE. 

In many of our Sister Grand Lodges an increasing interest ill felt in the 

subject of Masonic Jurisprudence. In some of them then~ is a standing com· 

mittee on Jurisprudence; in others there are occasional committees, rendering 

special reports; in others we have edicts and decisions of Grand Masters pub· 

lished as standing regulations. Your committee last year incorporated in their 
report a specimen of such decisions as had been promulgated by M. W. Grand 

Master ll ubbard of Ohio. This publication is not to be understood as the 

adoption of those decisions: they were published as an able exhibition of 

masoni.: talent, and of what is in progress in other jurisdictions. It is worthy 

of consideration whether, in the Grand Lodge of Maine, the time is not aiJ · 

proaching when it may be desirable to· revise and publish previous decisions 
in a compact form, or to prepare a report on jurisprudence for tl:e benefit of 

our subordinates. 
In the meantime, the committee have pleasure in calling attention to a vol· 

ume on Masonic Law, by a distinguished mason. R. W . Albert G. Mackey, 

Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of South Carolina. The masonic ex· 

perience and reputation of the author afford a st rong guaranty for the ability 

and fidelity of the work. and a hasty examination has impressed the committee 

favorably in relation to its execution. 

ANCIENT CHARGES. 

ln many of the Grand Lodges, the Ancient C harges have been published 

and distributed with the annual proceedings. and thus placed in the hands of 

the subordinate lodges. It is the opinion of the committee, that such a step 
is worthy of the action of this Grand Lodge. but they have not prepared a 

resolution to that end. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CYRI L PEAML, f 
K 0. RAWSON, Com111ittee . 
.E. A. CHADW ICK, 
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ANNUAL COMMUN ICATION. 

T he Annual Communication of the M: W. Grand Lodge of Free 

and Accepted Masons for the State of Maine, was held at Masonic 
Hall, in the City of Portlalld, on ·the first Tuesday in May, 1857, 
being the fifth day of said month, at 9 0'clock A. M. 

G RANO OFF/CaR S P R IESIENT. 

M.W. 
R.W. 

JABEZ TRUE, 
HIRAM C HASE, 
J OSH UA HI<~ RRICK, 
WILJdAM ALLEN, 
MOSES DODGE, 
IRA BERR Y, 
CHARLES B. SMITH, 

W. & Rev. CYRUS CUMMINGS, 
0. ]. FERNALD, 
C. D. PILLSBURY, . 

W. . STEPHEN B. DOCK HAM, 
DAN'!Ei... K. KENNEDY, 
lWWARD P. BURNHAM, 
OCTAVIUS A. MERRILL, 
THOMAS J. SANBORN, 
ELIAS G. HEDGE, 
G. F. SARGENT, 
THURSTIN LISBY, 

Bro. JOHN DAIN, 

Grand Master; 
Deputy Grand Master; 

as Senior Grand Warden; 
Junior Grand Warden; 
Grand Treasurer; 
Recording Grand Secretary ; 
Cor. Grand Secretary; 
Grand Chaplain; 

Grand Marshal; 
as Grand Senior Deacon; 

Grand Junior Deacqn; 
Grand Steward; 

Grand Pursuivant; 
Grand Tyler; 
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together with a large number of Permanent Members and Repre­

sentatives. 

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample fo rm, with prayer by 
Rev. Cyrus Cummings. Grand Chaplain. 

On motion of Bro. Stephen Webber, 

Voud, that all Mallter Masons in good s tanding, be invited to take seats as 

visitors during this communication. 

On motion of Bro. J. Covell. 

Vot~d, That the reading of the record uf the last annual communication be 

di~pensi,d with, the printed report of proceedings being before the members. 

A Committee on Credentials· was appointed, consisting of Bros. 
John J. Bell of Carmel, Octa,·ius A. Merrill of Brunswick, and 
Edward P. Burnham of Saco; who proceeded to examine the 
credentials presented, and made the following 

IN GRAND LonCF. Of MAINE, 

MASONI C H AI. L, l'ORTI .ANP, May 5• 1857. 

The Committee on C redentials ha\·e attended to the duty assigned them, 

and report, that they find the lodges in this jurisdiction represented as follows : 

t Port/ami, by H enry C. Lovell, WM ; Charles F. King, SW; H. B. Brown, 

JW. 
z Wt~rrm, by james Jenks, SW. 

3 Lincoln, by D. K. Kennedy, WM. 

5 lt.'mne6u, by F. J. Oay, WM; Orlando Currier, Proxy. 

6 Amity, by E. G. Knight, S W. 

7 Et~slem, by Edward S. Corey, W M. 
8 United, by G. W. Chase, WM; joseph Stetson, SW; Charles Crossman, 

JW. 
9 Saco, by E. P. Burnham, WM; Elijah Smith, Proxy. 

tO Risi{>g Vir/11~, by G. F. Sargent, Wl\l; Silas Alden, JW. 

12 Cumberland, by T. II. Weymouth, WM; G. W. Plummer, SW: john 

Preble, JW. 

14 Solt~r, by Charles Cobb, Proxy. 

15 Orient, by B. Hinckley, WM; George C rawford, Proxy. 

16 St. George's, by S. B. Dockham, WM ; Alden Wetherbee, SW. 

17 Aneimt Lautlttmrk, by A. P. Stinson, WM; Warren Phillips, SW. 



Grand Lodge of Mai1te. 

18 Oxford, by G. W. Millett, WM; B. G. Barrows, SW. 

19 Fdicity, by Samuel Caller, Proxy. 

zo Jllaine, by J. C. Harper, \V l\1. 

~~ Orimlal Star, by Joseph Covell, WM; George Hates, SW; David G. 

Plummer. Proxy. 

n York, by William Downing, Proxy. 
:!J /'i·uport, by Samuel Thing, SW; William A. Mitchell, Proxy. 

24 1'/umix, by A. D. C hase, WM; H. F. j ones, SW; Joshua Bramhall, 

Proxy. 

z6 Vi/lag~. by A. II. C:htmey, WJ\1; Converse Purington, SW. 

27 Adoniram, by A. 1'. II ill, JW; A. McArthur, Proxy. 

29 Tranquil, by A. Callahan, \\'M; C. C. Niebuhr, SW; }. H. Weston, J W ; 

T. Libby, Proxy. 

32 //unum, by James M. CoitiOn, Wl\1 ; David Hildreth, SW; William H. 

Byram, JW. 

34 S"'nttrset. by N. S. l{obinson, Wl\1 ; A. 0. Murray, SW. 

35 /Jctltldum, by Geo. W. Ricker, J W ; E. r;. Hedge, Proxy. 
36 Casc<J, by james C. Dill, Proxy. 

38 1/armony, by T. j. ll asty, WM; J. I. Stevens, SW; A.M. Benson, JW. 

39 f'mo/Jscot, by ){euben Flanders, W!\1. 

40 l.ygouia, by 13. T. Thomas, Wl\1; D. P. Lake, Proxy. 

42 Frudom, by Robert Cole, Proxy. 

4.3 A/no, by John Woodward, Jr., Proxy. 

44 Piscataquis, by Russell Kittredge, Proxy. 

-15 Cmtrol, by Wm. M. Maxfield, Proxy. 
46 St. Croix, by B. M. Flint, J>roxy. 

-17 Dunlap, by Israel P. Scam man, SW. 

48 Lojay~fle, by David Smith, Proxy. 

49 Jlferidiau Splmtlor, by Abel W. Chabin, SW. 

50 Aurora, by C. N. Germaine, WM. 

51 St. joh11's, hy B. T . Park ~. WM. 
52 ,J!os,eic, by E. H. Averill, Proxy. 

5-I Vassai/Jorough, by John llom~ns, Will. 

55 Fralemal, by Joshua Herrick, Wi\I. 

59 Jllotmlllftmah, by joseph Bennett, SW. 

58 Uni~v. by H. McDonald, WM. 

59 11/ount Hope. by John G. Fish, WM. 
6o Star in the East, by Solomon 1\'loulton, Proxy. 

6 1 Ki1~f Solomon's, by M. M. Rawson, JW; Jo~eph Miller, Proxy. 

6z Ki11.rr David's, by Joseph Brewster, SW. 

63 Richmo11d, by J. C. ~oynton, WM. 
04 Pacific, by David Barker, Proxy. 

• 
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66 IIF~chanics', by Michael McDonald, Proxy. 

67 Diu~ llfotmlain, by Seward Dill, Proxy. 

68 ilfnrinus', by Charles H. Whitney, SW. 

69 Htnun nl, by E.]. Bolan, WM. 

71 Risinc Stm, by John R. Wardwell, Proxy. 

73 Tyrinn, by Josiah Carr, WM ; A. P. Lamb, S W; E. G. Hawkes. JW. 

75 Plymoullt, by J. B. Morse, SW. 

76 Arundel, by Samuel Pope, WM. 

77 Trmtolll, by Benjamin Richardson, WM. 

78 Cn:su111, by B. Atkinson, WM. 
79 Rockland, by). Getchell, WM; William Farrow, SW. 

So Key Stone, by 0. R. Hachdler, Proxy. 

81 Atlntttie, by W . P. Preble, Jr., WM; Franklin Fox, S W ; J. H. Fillebrown, 

JW. 

83 St. Andrew's, by J. H. Butler, WM. 

1!5 S«zr ill the West, by John C. Hussey, WM . 

86 T~mpl~, by George Warren, WM; John L. Ashby, S W. 

Your committee further report, that the following namtd Permanent Mem­

bers are in attendance: 

R ORI'.R'l' P. D UN I.AI', 

ABNER B. THOM I'SON, 

J. C. ~TEVENS, 
J. C. 11 1/MPHR F.VS, 

J. MII.LF.R, 

STEI'Ilt:N WEBII ER, 

And G rand Officers as follows, to wit : 

l\1. W. JAnEz TRut:, 

K. \V. HlltAM CHASE, 

ISAAC DOWNING, 

WM. A l. l.EN, 

MosEs DoDGE, 

IRA BERRY, 

C. B. SM il'H, 

W. and Rev. CYRUS CUMMI!'IGS, 

c. D. PIL.I.SIIURY, 

0. ]. FERNALD, 

CYRil. PEARL, 

W. S. B. D OCKHAM, 

E. P. BURNHA)I, 

Past Grand Master; 

Past Grand Master; 

l'ast Grand Master; 

l'ast Grand Master; 

Past Grand Master; 

Past Junior Grand Warden; 

Grand Master. 

Deputy Grand lll.aster. 

Senior G rand Warden. 

Junior Grand Warden. 

Grand Treasurer. 

Kec. Grand Secretary. 

Cor. Grand Secretary. 

Grand C haplain. 

Grand Marshal. 

Grand Junior Deacon. 
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W. Q. A. MERRILL, 

1'. }. SANBORN, 

G. F. SARGENT, 

E. G. HEDGE, 

FRANKI.IN Fox, 
}OHN BENSON, 

TifURSTIN LruuY, 

Hro. }. DAIN, 

Grand Steward. 

Grand Sword Bearer. 
Grand Pursuivant. 

Grand Tyler. 
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R. W. T. }. MURRAY, 

STEVEI'S SMITH, 

}. MILLER, 

D. D. G. M. 1st District. 

M. E. HAMLIN, 

MINOT 'CREHORE, 

}oHN }. BELL, 

S. P. THOMAS, 

Jd 
4th 

5th 

6th 
]th 

8th 

Tt-ustees of the Chartty Fund. 

GEORGE CRAWFORD, 

j OHN MILLER, 

c. B. SMITH, 

Respectfully submitted, 

}OHN WILLIAMS, 

STEPHEN WEBBER. 

JOHN J. BELL, f 
OCT A. VI !JS A.. M ER1ULL1 Committee. 
EDWARD 1'. BURNHAM, 

Which report was received, and adopted by the Grand Lodge. 
The M. W. Grand Master then announced the appointment of 

the following 

STANDING COMMITI'EES. 

Ott Dispetzsations atzd Charters. 
T. ]. M URRAY, D . K. KENNEDY, RUSSELL KITTREDGE. 

On Doings of the Cratzd Officers. 

HENRY C. LOVELL, C. N. GERMAINE, ELIAS G. HEDGE. 

On Rcturt.s. 
C. C. NtEilUHR, HARRISON McDONALD, Q. R. BACHELLER. 

On Grievances a•td Appeals. 
}. }. BELL, SAMUEL CARTER, MINOT CREHORE. 

On the Pay Roll. 
G. F. SARGENT, B. F. PARKS, ]AMES }ENKS. 

IJ 
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The M. W. Grand Master then presented and read the follow­
ing, being his 

ANNUAL ADDRESS. 

BRETHREN' OF 1'HIS M OST WoRSIIIPI'UL GRANO LuOCE. 

Through the mercy of Divine Pro\•idence, the annual re\·olution of the great 

luminary of nature has again found us assembled around the Altar of Masonry 
in the enjoyment of that ~ocial and brotherly int e rcourse which is so dis 

tinguishing a characteristic of our Institution, to deliberate upon the present 

condition and future prospects of the Fraternity in this jurisdiction. Oor first 

duty is to that Supreme Being, who has so kindly watched over us for the 

past year. Let us offer him the sincerest pr?yers of gratitude for the past, and 

invoke his blessings upon 1he labors of this our annual communication. 

Since we last assembled in thig halt, the revolving year has swept from time 

many hundreds of our fe llow creatures in its r~picl course, while we, through 
dh<ine favor and mercy, are permittP.d to assemble here in health and peac:e. 

We are continually reminded of the shortness of life. Let us thcn so en 

deavor lo square our lives, that when the summons shall call us hcncc, we 

may meet the welcome plaudits of angelic voices in the Grand Lodge above. 

Doring the past year a spirit of harmony has prevailed in our institution, 

and the lodges under this jurisdiction are in a prosperou~ condition, ;ts I trust 

you will learn through the reports of 1he several Distric1 Dep11tie~. 

Four new lodges have applied for dispensation; but I am well satistied that 

it is not to the increase of lodge;; or of memue•·s, that we are to look for the 

best interest of the craft; hut let us see to it, that whatever is done, is well 

done. 

Knowing as I do the impo rtance of having some $tandard work on masonic 

jurisprudence, I can most /uartily reiteratt the language of my immediate 

predecessor, that," many questions have been submitted to me during the 

year in regard to masonic jurisprudence, all of which 1 have answered to the 

best of my ability, and 1 have felt the need of some standard and approved 

work on the subject; and l would respectfully recommend that the Grand 

Lodge take measures to have a work compiled and approved by the Grand 

Lodge." As the Grand Lodge did not, for want of time or some other r.onsid· 
eration, take any action upon this recommendation, I would advise tbat meas· 

ures be taken to procure some standard work, and have it placed under the 

control of theM. W . Grand Master, to be transferred to his s nccc~so rs. 

At your last communication, the Committee on Grievances and Appeals 

reported that," In the case of difficulties between St. Croix Lodge, Calais, and 

Union Lodge, Milltown, St. Stephens, we recommend that the subject be re· 

!erred to the Most Worshipful Grand Master, with direction to open a corre· 

spondence with Alexander Balloch. St. John, N. B., Deputy Grand Master of 
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New Brunswick." On the 14th June las t. the G rand Secretary sent me the 

papers in the case: these papers all bearing more than one year's date, I 

deemed it prope r to addre~s a line to W . .Bro. Manning, the Master o f S t. 

Croix Lodge, inquiring whethe r the difficulties still existed, and if so, s uggest­

ing to him the propsiety o f having R.W. John L. Bo wman, of Eastport, Dis· 

tlict Ueputy, or some other bro ther, visit the m, a nd endeavor if possible to 

reconcile and restore harmony between Lhem. ll e replied that it was ust:less 

to a u empt a reconciliation; I therefore, on the 5th July, addressed a lette r to 

W. Bro. A. Ballocb, Uep. Grand Maste r of New Brunswick, stating to him th t: 

ditlicu lties existing IJetween the two lodges in question, also copies of the 

papers sent me by the Grand Secretary, and respectfully asked his aid in re­

~toring barn~ony on our borders. I have ascertained that he bas received my 

communication, and re gre t to say no answer has 1Jeen returned. A ll the 

p;~pers in the case are on file with the Grand Sec re tary. 

During the past year 1 ha ve appointed two Grand Lecturers, viz : Bro thers 

S. B. Dockham of Warren, ;tnd T . ]. Murray o~ Saco, to attend upon the 

masonic District Conventions contemplated by the resolves of last year: and 

I am pleased to learn that generally where conventions bave been held, they 
have been quite satistactory to those attending them. To a ccomplish the 

greatest good to the craft, by having an uniformity of work and lectures, 1 am 

o f the o pinion, that one G rand Lecturer who could command the attention o! 

the frate rnity in every Dis trict, would be of mo re essential benefit than two or 

more. 

On the qth June, [ specially appointed R. W. Hi ram Chase, Oep. Grand 

Master, to form and open a Grand Lodge, consti tute and consecrate ·• Star 

in the W est" Lodge at lJnity, and install its officers. 
j une the qth, on the petition of Brother Oliver Gerrish and forty·fiveothers, 

Maste r Masons, of Portland, l granted them a dispensation to form a nd o pen 

a lodge for instruction, returnable at this meeting of the Grand Lodge. 

On the 9th August, I s pecially appointed W. S. B. Dockam of W arren, to 

form and open a Grand Lodge, constitute and consecrate "Crescent Lodge at 
Pembroke," and install its officers. 

O n the qtb August, I s pecially appointed R. W. ]. Miller to fo rm and open 

a Grand Lodge, constitute and consecrate "St . Paul's Lodge at Rockport," 
a nd install its officers. 

On the 9th September, l ~pecially appointed }{. W. William Allen, Jun. 

<;rand Warden, to form and open a Grand Lodge, constitute and consecrate 

"Temple Lodge at Saccarappa, Westbrook," and install its officers. 

On the 10th September, [ formed and opened a Grand Lodge, assisted by 

l'ast Masters John W iiliams, A. Lyon, A. T. C. Dodge, Silas Alden and G . 
W. !;now, and solemnly constituted and consecrated "Saint Andrew's Lodge 

at Bangor." 
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On the z8th No,•ember, I specially appointed R. W. T . j . Murray to {orm 

and open a Grand Lodge, dedica te and consecrate a Mnsonic Hall {or York 

Lodge at Kennebunk, and install its officers. 

On the IJth December, I. specially appointed M. W. R. P. Dunlap to fo rm 
and open a Grand Lodge. dedica te and conl!ecrate a Masonic I I all lor Village 

Lodge at Bowdoinham, and install its officers. 

On the JOih December, I specially appoin ted 111 . W . 1{. P. Dunlap to form 

and open a Grand Lodge, and publicly install the officers or Waterville Lodge 

at Waterville. 

On the 8th January, 1857, I specially appointed M. W. R. P. Dunlap to 

form and open a Grand Lodge, dedicate and consecrate a Masonic ll all fo r 

Solar Lodge at Bath, and install its officers. 

january 9th, on the petiLion of Moses Lowell and seventeen o thers, Maste r 

Masons of Saco Lodge, Saco. and Dunlap Lodge, Biddeford, I granted them 
a dispensation to fo rm and open a lodge for inst ruction, returnable at this 

meeting of the Grand Lodge. 

Since your last communication I have granted the following dispensations, 

viz: 

January 27th. To Wm. F. Morang and others, fo r a new lodge in Appleton, 

Waldo County, by the name of'' Hiram Abiff Lodge," to be holden at West 

Appleton. 

March 12th. To Rufu~ Day and others, for a new lodge in Carmel, Penob· 

scot County, by the name of" Benevolent Lodge." 
March 26th. To joseph Adams and others, ior a new lodge in Cherryfield, 

County of Washington, by the name of" Narraguagus Lodge." 

April Jd. To Stephen Warren and others, for a new lodge in Is lesborough, 

County of Waldo, by the name of" l!<land Lodge." 

On the Jd of April, I specially appointed M. W . R. P. D0,nlap to fo rm and 

open a Grand Lodge, dedicate and consecrate a masonic hall for Fraternal 

Lodge, at Al!red, and install its o fficers. 

Brethren- having accepted the duties and r~ponsibilities of the chair at 

your last communication with much dis trust in my ability to discharge its 

duties, I can only say, if I have been able to sustain the high reputation which 

this Grand l.odge holds with other s ister Grand Lodges, my \\i.h is accom­

plished. 

Thanking you for the honor conferred, and a ll those who ha\'e beo:n asso­

ciated with me the p~t year, fo r the kindness and assistance l have r\!ceived 

from them, in Lhe discharge of the various and arduous duties, f most respect · 
fully decline a reelection. 

And finally, my brethren, it has given me great pleasure to meet so many 
of you, agaiu around our altar. May I be indulged in the hope that our· la­

bors will be characterized by that brotherly love which should always distin · 
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guish us as masons. Difference of opinion will naturally arise upon many 

subjects, yet let us remember that among us" no contention should ever exist 
hut that noble contention, or rather emulation, o[ who best can work or best 

agree." We are to remember, should the Grand Lodge decide o therwise than 

we could wish, that it i~ our duty to submit cheerfully to the awards and de· 

termination of our brethren when assembled. 

Still let IL~ never forget that no minority was ever yet entirely in the wrong, 

and that every brot!1er ha~ a right to be heard calmly and dispassionately; 

that it i~< far nobler for us to forego our wishes at the request of those weaker 

than ourselves, than to enjoy them in sight of the wounded hearts of our 

brothers. R<!member, in all your acts, the lessons you have so frequently 
heard inculcated in our lodges; so may the memory of this convocation dwell 

in our minds as a sea~on of happiness consequent 11(>011 our well spent time. 

JABEZ TRUE, Grm1d Most1r. 

On motion of Bro. Webber, 

Voted, That the Grand Ma.•ter's Address be referred to the Committee on 

Doings of the Grand Officers. 

The following report of the Committee on the Regalia of the 
Grand Lodgt>, was presented and accepted: 

IN CRANll LoDGE OF MAINF., 

MASONI C H AU., PORTLAND, May 5, 1857. 

The committee appointed at the last annual communication to procure re · 

galia for the Grand Lodge of 1\'laine, or make such improvements and additions 

a.~ may be thought proper, have attended to the duty assigned, and report-

That aher thc:y had ascertained what additional regalia was necessary for 

the Grand Lodge, they took into con~ideration the expediency of furnishing 

it, with such material and workmanship as would correl'pond with the old 

rcgnlia, which they found had been in usc for the last thirty years or more. 

On this point your committc:e were unanimous, that such additions ~nd im· 

provements wP.re not expedient. 

Your committee then. after a correspondence with Bro. jona. R. Neall, and 

a journey to New York, entered into a contract with Bro. Neall to furnish 

such regalia as they deemed suitable fo r the Grand Lodge, at the cost of 

$920.2y- which will appear by a bill of particuhus in the hands of your G rand 

Trca~urer. We also present the regalia thu~ furnished for your inl'pection. 

The actual expenses oi your committe amount to the sum of $53·•5· 
In executing this service your committee gratefully acknowledge the aid 

and advice of Bro. Dodge, your Grand Treasurer, who accompanied the chair· 

man to New York, at the special instance and request of Bro. Berry, who as 

well as Dro. Stinson were unable at the time to go >~ith him. 
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W e have discharged the re$ponsihle duty a!<~igned us, in view of the honor 

and bc~t interests of the Grand Lodge of Maine. 

All which is re!>pcctfu i'~Y submitted, 
F. BRADFORD, jler twda. 

The annnal re-port of the Committee on Finance was presented 

and accepted, as lollows: 
I N GttAND LonGE Of MAINE, 

MASON IC 11 ALL, PORT LA NO, May 5• 1857. 

The Committee on Finance having examined the accounts o f the Grand 

Trea.~urer, and finding them corr~t, report -

That his receipts during the pMt year are as follows, viz: 

Balance in the Treasury May 1, 1856, ....... ...... ...... $ 1,028.86 

Received of D. D. G. Masters, . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • . .. . . 97J-R7!4! 
Additional fees from lodges,..... . ... . .. .. . .. .. . .. . . . . 70.62~ 

For dispensations and charters, new lodges,...... . . . . . . . . 355.00 

Dividends Bank Stock,. : .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 474-00 

Blank diplomas, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 .J-00 

Halance due the Trea.~u rer,...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.10 

Total receipts, .... . . . -.. . ~2-9J0-4~ 

His payments are the follo wing, viz: 

To D. D. G. Masters, ... . .•..... .. .......... 

" Grand Lecturer,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. .......... ... . 

" Fees remitted to lodges by votes Grand Lodge, .. .... . 

" Pay Roll, t8s6 .. ...•.......• . ............... .... .• 

" Distributed in Charity, by Trustees C. F.. . . . . . . . . . . 
" Salaries and sundry small bills,. . . . . . . . . . . . .... .. . . 

" Grand Lodge Regalia, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . 

$254·99 

170.00 
12.62 

386.24 

o~65.oo 

675- 17 

966-44 

Total payments, .......................... S2,QJ0-46 

The funds of the Grand Lodge are invested as follo ws, viz: 

25 shares Canal Bank Stock, valued at... . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,500.00 

28 Casco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,8oo.oo 
5 Freeman's Bank Stock, valued at.... . . . . . . • . . . 500.00 

S_s,Soo.~ 

There is also in the Treasury six hundred sixteen dollars and forty-eight 

cents, being money collected the past year, belonging to the charity fund, and 

not yet invested. 

A. B. TR OJif PSON,} C . 
S B Doc 

OIIWllllee. 
• • K HAAf , 
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The Grand Treasurer presented and read the following, being 
his 

ANNUAL REPORT. 

1 N G RAN D LoDG E uF MAINE, 

MASONIC IIAI.L, PORTLAND, May 5, 1857· 

To the M. W. Crnud L odge o.f A/nine. 

In accordance with the requirement of the Constitution of this Grand Body, 

a statement of my accounts, exhibiting the amount received and paid out, and 

on what account, is he•ewith presented. The several items in detail, with the 

respecth·e dates of receipts and disbursements, are shown in Account Current 

annexed, and are in the aggregate as follows, viz: 

Whole amount of Receipts from all sources,-One thousand 

eight hundred and eighty-s ix dollars and fifty cents , ....... Sr,886.so 
llalance in the Treasury May 1, 1856 ....... . . ........ . ...... 1,028.86 

\\1hole amount paid out fo r various purposes,- Two thousand 

nine hundred and thirty dollars and forty-six and a half 

cents, . . .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .... . ..... . ... $2,930.46~ 

Having fulfilled the requirement of the Constitution, it would, perhaps, be 

wise fo r me to refrain from extending my report; yet as I have a strong incli· 

nation to bring before this Grand Rody some other matters, with which my 

po~ition as a fi nancial officer has made me more conversant, probably, than 

any other of its officers; and presuming, in consequence of the very kind and 

courteous treatment a report from this office rec~ived at your hands the last 

year. L shall proceed-c:li~claiming at the same time any intention of trespas­

sillg on the rights and privileges of others, assuming any of their duties, or 

in common parlance "meddling with other people's affairs." 
It will be seen from the Statement of Receipts and Expenditures and the 

account current of your Treas ure r, that the current expenses of the Grand 

J .odp;e for the year las t past, exclusive of the amount expended for the Regalia 

and _Furniture, have exceeded it~ income. This, I am inclined to think, will 

be con!'idered by every one to be a decidedly morbid and unhealthy symptom; 

which, if allowed to go on uncorrected, must eve.ltually terminate in a grave 
and seriou.~ di ~ease, that will reduce this Most Worshipfu l Body. which we 

are proud to honor, to s uch a s tate of poverty and inefficiency as that "none 

will be found so poor to do it reverence." I am well aware that Lbe immorta 

Bard has s ung-
" Tht: first b ringer of unwelcome news 

Hath but a losing office : and his tongue 

Sounds ever after as a sullen bell, 

Remembered knolling a departed friend." 
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llut my sense of duty has impelled me to call your attention, !~pecially, to 

this incipient symptom of weakne..<<!< and decay in this body politic; hoping 

that a sure and effec:tual curative rt:medy will be pre.<cribed. 

The income of the invcMed C harity Fund available for distribution in charity, 

is four hundred and seventy-four dollars. Were this Fund incrcMed until the 

income arising !rom it would be thousands instead of hundreds, r doubt not, 

that the efforts of those instrumental in thus increasing it, would he amply re­

warded by a full realization of the sacred truth, "that it is more blessed to 

give than to receive." 
Returns and fees have been received from all the subordinate lodges under 

thiR jurisdiction, whose charters or dispensations have have not heen re· 

turned, revoked, or arrested, with the following exceptions. viz: Jtraternal 

Lodge, at Alfred, whose officers were reported by D. D. G. Master; Northern 

Star Lodge, at Anson; and Temple Lodge, No. 25, at Winthrop, which has 

never resumed work since the· days of gloom and darkness that once brooded 

over our beloved F raternity, although it s till retains its charter. It would 

seem desirable that some action be had in relation to this last named lodge, 
a.-; there are now two subordinate lodges holding charters from this (;rand 

Lodge and bearing the name and title of Temple. I know not that there i~ 
any constitutional or legal objection to this; still 1 am aware that it has not 

been the policy of this Grand Lodge to permit two of its subordinates to bear 

the same name; and I can conceive of innumerable mistakes occurring. and a 

sort of Babel-like confusion arising from such a course of proceeding, some­

what similar to what would be if all the members of a large family weoe named 

john or James. 

The prompt and eflicient action of ymor committee precludes the necessity 

of my making any report in relation to the regalia, jewels and furniture of 

this r. rand Uody, the present year; indeed, it would be manifestly improper 

for me to do so-as it would be forestalling the report of that committee, and 

might, possibly, be looked upon as an endeavor to influence the minds or con­

trol the opinions of the members of this Grand Lodge.· 

ft is, however, perfectly proper for me to call your attention to the fact that 

tbe Grand Lodge of Maine has no wardrobe or case suitable for the !lafe keep­

ing and preservation of their regalia. 

The Directors of Masonic llall in thi~ ci ty have kindly appropriated, to the 

use of the Grand Lodge and Grand Chapter, two fine closets, which nnswer 

well for the deposit and keeping of records, charters, return~ and files of 

papers; but more ample provision is st ill needed fo r the secnrity and safety 
of Grand Lodge regalia. 

Respectfully submitted, 

MOSES DODGE, Grand Trtamrtr. 

On motion, 
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/'ol~d, That the report of the Grand Treasurer be received and referred to 
the Committee on Uoingl' of the Grand Officers. 

Petitions of Benevolent Lodge, Carmel ; and Narraguagus 
Lodge, Cherryfield, severally praying for charters, were presented 
a nd referred, with accompanying papers, to the Committee on 
Dispensations and Charters. 

Petitions, praying for remission of clues, were presented from 
Benevolent Lodge, Carmel ; Crescent Lodge, Pembroke; Oriental 
Star Lodge, at Livermore; and Fraternal Lodge. at Alfred; and 
were referred to a special committee, consisting of Bros. john 

Williams, Charles B. Smith, and Stephen Webher. 

The Committee on By-Laws made the following report, whicil 

was accepted : 
[N GRAND LoDGE O F M AINE, 

MA SON IC H ALL, P O RTLAND, May 5• 1857· 

The committee appointed by the M W. Grand Master, at the la~t com­

munication of this Grand Lodge, under resolve of May 2, 1856, to examine 
and compare the by·laws of tJ.e several lodges in thi~ jurisdiction with the 

constitutions and general regulations of the Grand Lodge of Maine, and a.•ce r­
tain whether they conflict therewith, have had the subj.:ct matter before them 
and report. That, 

As the duty of collectin_g the by-laws of the ~cveral lodges devolved on the 
(;rand Secretary, he addressed a circu lar to all the lodges requesting a copy 
of their by-Jaws; whic~1 call was promptly responded to by a majority of the 
lodges, a list of which is as follows: 

Somerset Lodge, 
Amity Lodge, 
1'1 ermon Lodge, 
Central Lodge, 
Mariner's Lodge, 
Howard Lodge, 
King David's Lodge, 

Eastern Lodge, 
Bethlehem Lodge, 
II a rmon y Lodge, 
Pioneer Lodge, 
Pacific Lodge, 
United Lodge, 

Crescent Ledge, 
Washington Lodge. 
Penobscot Lodge, 
Bristol Lodge, 
Rockland Lodge, 
St. Croix Lodge, 
Mosaic Lodge, 
Star in the East Lodge, 
Tyrian Lodge, 
St. Paul's Lodge, 

St. John's Lodge, 
Temple Lodge, 
Felicity Lodge, , 
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Oriental Lodge. 

Oriental Star Lodge, 

Star in the West Lodge, 

Meridian Splendor Lodge, 
Dunlap Lodge, 

Blazing Star Lodge, 

Mount Hope Lodge. 
Blue Mountain Lodge. 

Phcrnix Lodge, 

Maine Lodge. 
Saco Lodge, 

Eureka Lodge, 

l)iscataquis Lodge, 

Monnt Moriah Lodge, 

Vassalborough Lndgc, 

Warren Lodge, 

\'ork Lodge. 

Alna Lodge. 
Pnrtland Lodge. 

Atlantic Lodge. 
Ancient Land .Mark Lodge. 

We have examined the foregoing by·laws with some care, and lind, with a 

few exceptions, no material departure from the ancient charges, u!'ages and 

constitutions of the Order. Jn some of them we find that provision is made 

for filling vacancies at other than the annnal meetings of the lodge. Ollices 

vacated for non·attendance. By·laws suspended by unanimous vote- the 

right of an ab!;ent brother to send to the lod~:e a sealed ballot, and the J>oSt· 

poning the balloting for candidates to a future meeting of the lodge, when a 

negative appears on the first trial. We are of opinion that regulation• like 

those above alluded to should be abolished, and that we conform to the simple 

and straight forward practice inculcated by the fathers of our Ooder. There 

may be o ther provisions in some of the by-laws requiring notice. that have 

escaped the observation of your commillce; all of which may he corrected 

should the Grand Lodge recommend :1 code for their subordinate~. 

T he task of compiling a code of hy.Jaws for the sel'eral lodge•. as required 

by the last clause of the re•olve, your committee found to be more diffir.ult. 

In pe rfom1iug this service. they have endeavored to avoid a repetition of the 

rules and regulations a~ contained in the con~titutlon nf the Grand l.odge of 

Maine, and in the ancient masonic charges. They have al~o t:ndt:avored to 

avoid an expression of opinion as emanating from an individual lodge, the ~ub­

ject matter o f which of right belongs to the Grand Lodge of 1\laine. In two 

instances only have your commiuee departed from thi~ rule-as will appear by 

refeoence to Sec. 3· A rl. 2, and Sec. 2, Art. 5· in the code herewith submitted. 

The first is a literal extract from Anderson's Constitutions of llla~onry: and 

its practical bearing upon our lodges i~ of so much importance, that no ma.~o n 

shoulc! have the excuse of not knowing the excellent maxim it enjoins. Tht: 

subject matter of Sec. 2, Art. 5, which relates to ballotings for candidates, has 

hitherto been a malter of varied practice in our subordinates, and has been 

considered by them as a matter to be regulated by their respective by·laws. 

and sometimes by special vote or resolve of the lodge. \'our committee be· 

believe that the mode of balloting should be prescribed by this Grand Lodge; 

and that uniformity may obtain, they have incorporated into the code one 
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simple rule. If the Grand Lodge sanctions the recommendation of the com· 

miuce, that role will henceforth become one of its standing regulation~: and 

its incorporation into the by·laws of our subordinates will be a matter of con· 

venience ro the se,;eral lodges. Its practical application will promote the 

peace ;md harmony of our institution. 

A II which, with the code, is respectfully snhmitted, 
F. BRA DFORD,pc,· order. 

The Code of By-Laws presented by the committee was read, 

and referred to a special committee, consisting of Bros. Tohn 
Williams, Charles B. Smith, Stephen Webber, T. J. Murray, Au­
gustus Callahan, Stevens Smith, john Miller, Moses E. Hamlen, 

Minot Crehore, John J. Bell, Spofford P. T homas, Edward S. 
Corey, and 0. R. Bacheller. 

The reports of the District Deputy Grand Masters were pre­
sente~. and referred to the Committee on Doings of the Grand 
Officers. 

The Grand Secretary made the following report. which was re­
ceived and referred to the Committee on Doings of· the Grand 
Officers: 

IN GRANT> LODGE OF MAINE. 

Af. W. a11d 1¥. 8rdh1·m. 
MASUN I C I I Au., PoRTLAND, May 5• 1857· 

In the pe1formance oi the duti e:< of the station in which I was last year 

placed by your fa,·or, I have endeavor.:d to make up by diligence, for my want 

of experience. And l am under great obligation to R. W. Cha~. B. Smith, 

your former Recording and present Corresponding G•and Secretary, for the 

courtesy and kindness with which he has always given me information when 

requested. Still l have doubtless at times" left undone things which I ought 

to have done;" but T tmst that I have not. to any great extent, "done those 

things which I ought not to have done "-and lam sure you will be indulgent 

in judging my short·comings, if I shall not appear to have wilfully neglec tr:d 

any duty. 
The publication of last year's proceedings was delayed, as it will be recol· 

lected, by the man;1sc ript of part of tbe Report on Correspondence having 

been at the Casco House in care o f the Express when it was burnt, misplaced 

in the haste of removing the property-and it was some time before it could 

be found. The publication was then completed, with as much despatch as 

consisted with due care and correctness; and the reports distributed in the 

manner prescribed by the Grand Lodge. 
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Diplomas and blanks for the use of lodge.<, have been furnished to the sev­

eral D. D. G. Masters; and in some cases, on application, to the officers o f 
lodges. 

Such reports of Proceedings of other Grand Lodges as have been received, 

have t ransmitted to the Chairman of the Committee on Corre.•pondence; [ 
estirnnte that rather more than the average num])er ha,·e come to hand. 

T h:1ve prep:tred statistics from the reports receiveu, from which to compile 

a table. This in volves conside rable labor; as several of the Grand Lodges 

instead of arranging their own statistics in convenient form, publish the names 
of members, initiations, &c., of the several lodges in dt!tail; and the counting 

of these. and summing them up, where the number of lodges is large, requires 

time as well as care. This labor, howeve r, I have undertaken, rega r·ding cor­

rect stat istics as important. Some Grand Lodges publish no. data from which 

to obtain them; so that enti re accuracy is impracticable. 

In accordance with the direc tion of the Grand Lodge to endeavor to com· 

plete our files of repor·ts of other G rand Lodges, I have examined the thirty­

four bound volumes in our library, as well as the nnbound reports on hand, 

in o rder to ascertain what is lacking. l have had threo additional volumes 

bound, making thirty·seven in a ll ; and have the means of knowing what is de· 

ficient. 

I sent a circular to the several lodges. reqne~ting copies of their by·laws; a 

large number were received, and placed in the hands of the committee on that 
subject. 

When notified of rejection of candidates for the masonic degrees, r have 

notified aU the lodges of the same. The propriety of this cou rse has been 

questioned-but 1 have not felt at liberty to depart from what I understood 

to be the requirement and practice o f this Gtand Lodge, lhongh l would will · 

ingly have been spared the labor. 

I found the Book of Records so nearly filled, that there was not room to 

record the proceedings of the last annual communication; and that a new book 
was necessary; this I have had prepared-ruled and bound under my direc­

tion, <1nd have commenced the recording of Proceedings. I have used my best 

judgment and care in the matter. and submit the book for inspection. 

I have left the closing part of the proceedings of the last unnual communi­
cation unrecorded, for reasons whicl1 I will not take up the time of the Grand 

Lodge in enumerating, but request that the subject may be referred to a com­
mittee of experienced brethren, to whom all necessary explanations may be 
made. 

I have had the Seal of the Grand Lodge fixed in a press, for convenience of 

using, and better preservation of the Seal. 

I received a few days since an engraved likeness of M. W. Grand Master 

Williamson, of Pennsylvania, with a letter from Bro. Leon H ynernan, Editor 
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of the Masonic Mirror and Keystone, requesting the acceptance of the same 

hy the Grand Lodge. I have directed it to be placed in a plain frame for 

preser\'ation. Accompanying this was a prospectus of the Masonic Liuoary, 

which by leave I place upon the table for inspection of the brethren. 

There being a deficiency of published Proceeding;; of this Grand Lodge, in 

former years, so that ther" is not a perfect file of printed Proceedings for the 

use of the Grand Lodge, and these being of value and convenience, I would 

s uggest that all b rethren having in their possel!sion any of these Proceedings 

which they can spare, be requested to return them to the Grand Lodge, for 

the purpose of completing fil es so far as may be. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

I. BERRY, Grn11d s~crdary. 

The Grand Treasurer offered the following resolutions, which 
were adopted : 

Ruolvcd, That at each annual communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine, 

theM.. W . Grand Master shall appoint an assistant Grand Tyler. whose duty 

it. shall be to guard constantly the outer door, during the sessions o f the sev· 

e ral Grand Masonic Bodies of the State, and to receive in charge, and be re· 

sponsible for the safe return of such clothing as the members and visito rs 

may deposit with him; for which service he shalJ receive suitable compensa· 

tion. 

Ruolvrd, T hat the Grand Treasurer be instructed to procure the necessary 

checks a nd other fixtu res reqnired for the best performance of the duties of 

the Assistant Grand Tyler. 

Brother Charles Sampson was appointed Assistant Grand 
Tyler. 

On motion of Bro. J. C. Stevens, 

Vot.:d, That the Graml ~ecretary be authooir.ed to engage an Assistant, who 

~h all receive suitable compensation for his services. 

The following report was presented and accepted : 

IN GRA~D LonGE OJI MAINF., 

M1ISONtC 11 At. L, PORTI.ANO, May 5• 1::;57. 

The committee to whom wall referred the proposition submitted last year, 

for re·publishing the Proceedings of the Gra10d Lodge of Maine from its or· 

gani.t.ation, have had the subject under consideration, and ask leave to report: 

That they are duly sensible of the importance of preserving the history of 

the Order; but are no t prepared to recommend that the Grand Lodge pledge 
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itself, at this time, to any cou rse which may involve a considerable expendi· 
tur e fo r the object contemplated. 

S hould the call for t.his re·puhlication be such as to indnce any brother to 

undertake it, your committee cheerfully recommend that the G r:1nd Lodge 

secur·e to him the privil~ge of the copyright; and a lso supply the defic ient 

Proceedings. when needed fo r publication, pro\•ided the expense of the same 
shall not exceed the surn of fifty dollars. 

A II o f which is respectfully submitted, 

1'. BHA I) F'OR o, ~ 
A. B. THOMl'SON, ComrniUee 
lltA BY.RRY1 

The following papers were presented by the Grand Secretary, 
and referred to the Commillee on Grievances and Appeals : 

Report of proceedings of Portland Lodge, in the case of ] . R. 
Milliken, referred to this Grand Lodge at the annual communica 
tion in May last ; 

Report of proceedings of Oxford Lodge, in the case of El ias H. 

Bemis; 

Report of proceedings of United Lodge, in the case of James 
H. Nicholls ; 

Re port of proceedings o( Rockland Lodge, in the case of Chas. 
Clark; 

Notice of expulsions by Aurora Lodge; 

Report of proceedings of Mechanics' Lodge, in the case of A. 
G. Mudgett; 

Copy of proceedings of Tyrian Lodge, in the case of A. J. 
Downing, furnished in accordance with the direction of the Grand 
Lodge in May last; 

Report of proceedings of Ancient Landmark Lodge, in the case 
of William And rews, which was remanded to said Lodge at the 
lasl annual communicatiou of this Grand Lodge; and 

Appeal of Bro. R. W. Kennard from the action of Ancient 
Landmark Lodge in said case. 

On motion of Bro. A. B. Thompson, 
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Vot~d. That the Committee on Foreign Correspondence be a special com· 

mittee to consider the subject of the Grand Lodge of Canada. and repo rt at 

this session of the Grand Lodge. 

Documen ts from the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada Wt:st, 

were pre!>ented by the Gmnd Master, and on motion, referred to 

the above committee. 

The subject of the unfinished record of the las t annual commu­

nicatton, was refe rred to a special committee, consisting of Bros. 

J. J. Bell, J. C. Stevens, and A. B. Thompson. 

The follo wing resolution was offered by Bro. G. W. C hase, and 

referred to the Committee on By-Laws. 

ResiJ!vcd, That in the opiniun of this G rand Lodge the pract ice of "calling 

off" a subordinate lodges from one rlnle to ano the r, is not in accordance with 
ancient masonic usage, is productive of much e,·i l, and should be discontinued 

in lodges where it ha~ been practiced, and discountenanced by a ll , being un· 
masonic. 

Bro. R. P. Dunla p was appointed to the Committee on Foreig n 

Correspondence, in place o[ Bro Rawson, who was absent. 

O n motion, 

Vot~d. That when this G•and Lodge call off, it be to assemble again at 
th ree o'clock this a flernoon. 

The Grand Lodge was then called from labor to refreshment. 

TUESDAY, May 5· r 8s7-AF"TJ<:RNOON. 

The Grand Lo.dge was called from refreshment to labor al 3 

o'clock--Officers present as in the morning. 

Bro. W. P. Preble, Jr., was, at Ltis request, excused from the 

Committee on Doings of the Grand Officers, and Bro. H enry C. 

Lovell appointed in his s tead. 

The election of Grand Officers bein~ in order, Bros. T. J. Mur-
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ray, 0. R. Bacheller, and Silas Alden, were appointed a committee 
to receive, sort and count votes. 

Bro. Burnham announced that it was the wish of R. W. Isaac 

Downing, S. G. Warden , not to be considered a candidate for re­

election. 

The Committee on .Election having attended to their duty, re­

ported that the following named brethren had been elected Grand 

Officers for the ensuing masonic year: 

RonERT P. DuN J.AI', Grand Master, Brunswick; 

li lRAM C HASK, Deputy Grand Master, Belfast; 

WJl.I.IAM At.t.EN, Senior Grand Warden, l'o1tland ; 

JouN WILLIAMS, Junior Grand Warde n, Bangor; 

MOSF.S DoDGE, Grand Treasure r, Portland; 

IRA 'BERRY, G rand Secretary, l'ortland. 

Which report was accepted, and those brethren declared duly 

elected to those stations respectively. 

The Grand Lodge then proceeded to ballot for a Committee of 

Finance, and elected Brothers 

FREEMAN BRA ni' ORII, of Portland; 

AllNER B. THOMPSON, of Brunswick; 

S'l'KI'HKN B. O uCK IIAM, of \Varre n. 

The Grand Lodge then proceeded to ballot for Tru::;tees of the 

Charity Fund, and Bros. Jo HN MILLER and I SAAC DowN~NG were 

elected. 

On motion of Bro. Covell, 

Voted, That to-morrow morning at 1 1 o'dock be assigned for installation 

of the Grand Officers. 

An invitation to this Grand Lodge to partici1}ate in the celebra­

tion of the centennial annive rsary of St. John's Lodge, Providence, 

R. I., on the 24th of June next, was presented and read. 

On motion of D. G. M. Chase, 

Ordered, That the Grand Secretary acknowled ge the reception of the invi· 

tation, and that it be placed on file. 

• 
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The Grand Lodge was then called from labor to refreshment, 
until to-morrow morning at ten~o'clock. 

MASONIC HALL, WEDN ESDA Y, May 6, 1857· 

The Grand Locige was called from refreshment to labor at ten 
o'clock. 

Reports on the several subjects referred to the Committee on 
Grievances and Appeals, were presented by Bro. J. J. Bell, chair­
man of said committee, to wit: 

IN GRAND LODGE OF MAINE, 

MASONIC HALl., PORTLAND, May 6, 1857· 

The Committee on Grievances and Appeals, to whom were referred the pro· 
ceedings of Ancient Landmark Lodge in the case of William Andrews, and 
the appeal of Bro. R W. Kennard, would report-

That at• a ~pedal communication of Ancient Landmark Lodge, on the 9th 

of August, sSss. Bro. Andrews was regularly tried, in his absence, and found 
guilty .of the charges, and suspended until the meeting of the Grand Lodge; 
that when the proceedings were returned to the Grand Lodge for approval 
and confirmation, Bro. Andrews presented an appeal, complaining of action 
in his absence, &c., and the Grand Lodge remanded the case to Ancient Land­
mark Lodge for a re-hearing: and Ancient Landmark Lodge, instead of re-ex­
amining the matter, indefinitely postponed the consideration thereof. 

We are of opinion, that it is not competent for a lodge to indefinitely post­
pone the consideration of charges that are made against a member-but they 
n1ust proceed as provided in Art. IV, Sect. 1, of the Constitution of the Grand 
Lodge. We therefore recommend the adoption of the appended resolution. 

JOHN J. lJELL1 ~ 
SAMUEL OA.RTEl<1 Committee. 
l\UNOT OREHORE1 

Resofvt!d, That Ancient Landmark Lodge be directed to proceed in tbe 
trial of the charges against Bro. William Andrews, as provided in Art. IV, 

Sec. 1, of the Constitution of this Grand Lodge. 

Whicb report was accepted, and the resolution reported by the 

committee was, on motion, adopted. 
14 
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I N GRAND LODGE Of' 111/IINE, 

:'lfiiSON IC HAI. I., PORTI.ANO, 1\lay 6, 1857-

The Commiltee on Grievances and Appeals,ro whom were referred rhe pro­
ceedings of Oxford Lodge, in the case of E. H. Bemis, would r.:port-

That E. H . l3emis was tried in Oxford Lodge. on charge~ regularly filed, 

and in accordance with the provision of the Grand Con~titut i on. and was 
found guilty in due form; whereupon rhe Mas ter declar.,d him cxp..,!l.,d. We 

a re ll()t awar·e of any authority in the Master of a lodge to expd a 111ember of 

his lodge, however guilty. W e therefore recommend rhe adoprion of the ap­

pended reso lution. 
.JOliN J. BY.LL, } 
SAM Ut:L CAJ('l'KK1 Committee. 
MINO'l' CREHOR~, 

Resolved, That the proceedings of Oxford Lodge, No. rX, in the case of E. 
l'L Bemis, be remanded to said lodge, with in~t ructions to pass such sentence 

as the case demands, and return their proceedings as required by the G rand 
Constitution. 

Report accepted, and resolution adopted. 

lN GRAND L ODGE Of' MAINE, 

MA SON IC ll ALJ., PORTLANO, May 6, 1X57· 

The Committee on Grievances and Appt:als, to whom were re ferred the ex­

pulsions of Bros. Lemuel Cooper, A. K. 1'. II iggins, William 11. llodgdon, 

Nathaniel G. Patten, and C. A. Harrington, by Aurora J.odge. 'o. 50, would 
report-

That Aurora Lodge has not returned to this Grand Lodge an attested copy 

of its proceedings, as required by the Constitntion, Art. l V, Sect. r, we there­

fore recommend the adoption of rhe following resolution. 

,JOHN J . BELL1 ) 

SAMU.EI, CARTI':R, t Uommiltee . 
.MINOT CREIIOJtl(, J 

Re.rolvt!d, That the Grand Secretary l>c directed to n~'lify Aurora Lodge, 

No. so, to return to this Grand Lodge an attested cop)· of it;; proceedings in 

the cases of Bro~. Lemuel Cooper, A. K. 1'. II iggins, William II. llodgdon, 
Nathaniel G. Patten and C. A. Harrington. 

Report accepted, and resolution adopted. 

I N GI!IINO LoUGE Of' MIIINK, 

MASONIC HALL. POR.T!.ANO, May 6, 1857· 

The Committee on Grievances and Appeals, to whom were referred the 

proceedings of Rockland Lodge, No. 79, in the suspension of Bro. Charlel! 
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Clark, and the charge made to this Grand Lodge by 0. H. Perry against said 

Clark, wot1 ld report-

That the proceedings of Rockland Lodge were defective, the trial being had 

at a stated communication, instead of a special one, as provided by the Consti· 

tntion of the Grand Lodge, Art. 1 V, Sec. 1 ; and that this Grand Lodge can­

not proceed to try Bro. Clark on the charges tiled against him by Bro. Perry. 

They therefore recoin mend the adoption of the appended resolution. 

JOHN ,J. BKLL, ~ 
SAJ\1 U.EL CARTER, CommiUee. 
MINO'r CREHORJ~, 

Resolved, That the proceedings of Rockland Lodge, No. 79· in the case of 
1ho. Charles Clark, and the charge made against said Clark by Bro. 0. H . 

Perry, be remanded to said lodge, with instructions to proceed without delay 

to try said C lark, in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution of this 

Grand Lodge. Art. IV, Sect. r. 

The report was accepted, and the resolution adopted. 

IN GRAND LonGE o~- MAINE, 

MASON I C HALL, PORTLAND, May 6, 1857· 
The Committee on Grievances and Appeals, to whom was referred tbe ac· 

tion of Mechanics' Lodge ·in the expulsion of Bro. A. G. Mudgett, would re· 
port-

That the proceedings of Mechanics' Lodge were not in accordance with the 

regulations of the Grand Lodge, Art. IV of the Constitution. They therefore 

recommend the adoption of the following resolution. 

JOHN J. BELL, ~ 
SAlltUEL CAR'.L'.F. R, Committee. 
MINOT CREEIOJU!.:1 

Resolved , That the proceedings of Mechanics' Lodge, No. 66, in the case 

of Bro. A. G. Mudgett, be returned to said lodge, with instructions to proceed 

in the trial of the case as provided by Art. IV, Sect. 1, of the Constitution of 

this Grand Lodge. 

Report accepted, and resolution adopted. 

IN GRANO LODGE OF MAINE, 

MASONIC HALL, l'ORTJ..AND, May 6, 1857· 

The Committee on Grievances and Appeals, to whom were referred the 

proceedings of Tyrian Lodge in the expulsion of A. J. Downing, would report 

the following resolution, and recommend its adoption. 

JOHN J. BELL, } 
SA Mli.F.L CA&'l'ER, Committ,ee. 
MTN01.' CREHORJ<:, 
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Ruolvrd, That the expulsion of A. J. Downing, by T yri.<n Lodge, be ap· 

p roved and confirmed by this G rand Lodge. 

Report accepted, and resolution adopted. 

] N GRANO L ODGE OF l\I AINE, 

MASON IC ll AL l ., PoRTLAND, ~lay 6, 1857. 
The Committee on Grievances and Appeals, to whom werl! referred the 

proceedings of Portland l .odge in the expuls ion of James R. Mill iken, wo11ld 

report the following resolution, and recommend its adoption. 

JOliN J', l!ELL1 } 

RAblUEL CA R'l'En, Commitlee. 
l'lflNO'r C RE110RE1 

Resolved, That the expuls ion of James R. Milliken, by Po rtland Lodge, No. 

1, be approved and confirmed by this Grand Lodge. 

R eport accepted, and resolution adopted. 

I N GRANO LonGE OF l'll t\!NE1 

MASON IC HALL, POR'l'LANO, May 6, 1857. 

The Committee on Grievances and Appeals . to whom were re ferred the 

p roceedings of U.nited Lodge, in the expulsion of James H . Nicholls, would 

report the following resolution, and recommend its adoption. 

JOliN J, BELL1 ~ 
SAM U ~;L CA lt'rl': K, Committee. 
l\f I NOT OREH0RI(1 

Ruolm:d, That the expulsion of James 11. N icholls, by U nited Lodge, No. 

8, be approved and confirmed by this Grand Lodge. 

Which report was accepted, and the resolution adopted. 

Bro. C. C. Niebuhr presented the report of the Committee on 

Returns, which was accepted, to wit: 

IN GRAND LoDGE OF MAINE, 

MASON IC II AI.I., PoRTLAND, May 6, 1857. 

The Committee on Returns ask leave to submit the following report . 

There are returns from all the lodges under this jurisdiction except "Blue 

Mountain" and" Pioneer "-from which returns we find the whole number of 

members to be J.:!88; the number o f initia1ions to be 497; suspensions 92, 

87 of which were for non·payment of dues in Aurora Lodge; expulsions 6, 

deaths 31. Non-affiliated Master Masons, 346. 
In the returns o f Tremont Lodge, the names of the candidates were omitted. 

The following lodges do not return the date o f acceptance, initiation, craft· 
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ing or raising their candidates, viz : Crescent, St. Paul's, S tar in the W est , 

Rockland, Village, and Vassalboro'. 

O rient Lodge returns the date of raising, but omits those of acceptance, 

initiation and crafting. 

Your committee would respectfully s uggest to the District Deputy Grand 

Mas te rs of the several Masonic Districts the necessity of thoroughly examin· 

ing the returns, and seeing to their correctness, before returning them to the 

Grand Lodge. 

All o f which is respec tfully submitted, 

CHAS. C. NfF.RURR, } 

~· K. DACHF.LLER1 CommiUee. 
HAR.K ISON M COONAI.D, 

With this report, the committee also submitted the following 

Lodge. 

Portland, 

Warren, 

Lincoln, 

Kennebec, 

Amity, 

Eastern, 

· United, 

Saco, 

Rising Virtue, 

Cumberland, 

Orienta.!, 

Solar, 

O~ient, 

St. Geo rge's, 

Ancient Landmark, 

Oxford, 

~·elicity, 

Maine, 

Oriental Star, 

York. 

Freeport, 

Phrenix, 

Village, 

A doni ram, 

Northern Star, 

ABSTRACT OF RETURNS. 

Number. MembenL Initiated Susp'd. 

138 tS 
2 30 4 

3 43 5 
5 45 7 
6 J2 3 
7 77 II 

8 6o 7 

9 6t 5 
10 37 13 
12 31 2 

IJ 17 0 

14 64 5 
15 6 .. 15 
t6 36 4 

•7 126 6 
t8 31 8 
IQ 54 9 
20 ~0 5 
21 o~S 7 
22 JO 10 

ZJ 39 8 
24 53 3 
:!6 24 8 
27 53 10 
28 14 2 

Exp'd. Died. Non..aJ. 

5 2 5 

2 

2 

12 

22 

75 

22 

II 

4 9 

IJ 

4 
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Lodge. Number. Members. Initiated. Susp'd. Exp'd. Died. Non-af. 

Tranquil, 29 84 4 II 

Blazing Star, 30 17 2 

H ermon, 32 5' 9 22 

Waterville, 3:7 29 5 
Somerset, 34 so !:1 20 

l!ethlehem, 35 34 5 
Casco, 36 54 7 
Washington, 37 5 1 4 
lla rmony, 38 59 12 

Pe nobscot, 39 63 4 
Lygonia, 40 38 10 

rreedom, 42 25 -1 6 

A Ina, <43 68 4 
Piscataquis, 44 20 0 2 

Central, 45 34 3 
St. Croix, 46 77 2 

Dunlap, 47 37 I I -1 
Lafayette, 48 25 3 
llleridian Splendor, 49 46 6 

Aurora, so 121 II 89 5 
St. John's, s• 25 13 6 

Mosaic, 52 34 7 
Vassalboro', 54 27 3 
Fraternal, 55 12 3 7 
Mo unt Moriah, s6 20 0 10 

U nity1 58 52 It II 

Mount H ope, 59 13 3 
Star in the East, 6o 43 8 

King Solomon's, 6 1 28 9 
King David's, 62 18 4 
l<ichmond, 63 68 2 6 

Pacific, 64 30 7 
Mystic, 6s 26 2 7 
Mechanics', 66 38 9 2 

Blue Mountain, 67 No return. 

Mariners', 68 62 4 

H oward,· 6g 48 5 
Rising Sun, 71 38 9 
Pioneer, 72 No return . 

Tyrian, 73 42 4 z 3 
Bristol, 74 35 6 
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Lodge. Number. Members. Initiated. Susp'd. Exp'd. Died. Non.,.r. 

Plymouth, 75 27 3 2 

Arundel, 76 • 36 10 4 
Tre mont, 77 32 6 

Crescent, 7S ' 5 7 
Rockland, 79 64 9 z 
Key S tone, So 32 
Atlantic, S t 53 7 
St. Paul's, 82 28 II 

St. Andrew's, 83 16 19 
Eureka, So~ 20 4 

Star in the W est, ss zs 8 7 
T emple, 86 2S IJ 

J,z6s 493 9~ 6 J l 33 1 
U nder Oispen~a.tion. 

Benevolent, 10 4 4 
Hiram Abiff, 2 IJ 0 II 

J,2S8 4?7 92 6 J l J 46 

NoTa-EighCy-1ioeven of the s uspensions iu Aurora Lodge. were for non-pltyment o f dues. 

The hour nssig ncd for installation having arrived, the Gra nd 
Maste r-elect was presented by R. W. G. Marshal Dockham, and 
duly installed by M. W. Grand Master True. 

The other Grand Officers-elect were then successively presented 

by the Grand Marshal and installed in ancient form by M. 'vV. 

Grand Master Dunlap. 

The Grand Master then proceeded to complete the o rganization 

of the Grand Lodge, by appointing the remaining Grand Officers; 

which appointments were announced by the Grand Ma rshal, as 

follows : 

R. W . 'v\'M. P. !'REULE, )R. , 

\V. a nd Rev. CYRUS CU MMINGS, 

CYRIL I'F.ARL, 

Corr. Cra11d Secreta ry, 

Grand Chaplain, 

Portland; 

Portland ; 

) Oli N RICIIAROSON, 

c. D. PILI.SilU RV, 

EzEKIEL RoBI NSON, 

llt: NRY Cox, · 
I SA AC SAwn;&, 

G EORCE W. D uRELL, 

" 

.. 

Baldwin ; 

South Berwick ; 

Bucksport ; 

Hath; 

Portland; 

Thomaston; 

Calaill; 
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w. S. B. DOCKHAM, 

E. P. BURNHAM, 

OCTAVIUS A. M..:RRII.J., 

}OSKUA ) )ERJUCK, 

Sll.AS ALUEN, 

ELIAS G. HEDGE, 

DAVID BAB.KER, 

}OHN BENSON, 

TIMOTHY TliORNJ)IKF., 

SEWARD DILL, 

Bro. joHN DAIN, 

R. W. TIMOTHY j. MURRAY, .. 

" 
,, 

DANIEl. P. ATWOOD, 

). C. HUMPU:ll&YS, 

OLIVER J. F};RNAI. D, 

MosEs E. lTAMI. EN, 

MINOT CREHORF:, 

]ORN J. B&u., 
Sl'OFFOI(D B. THOMAS, 

}OHN F. llAJlRIS, 

OLIVER R. BACHEI.LER, 

Grand ll:farJhal, 

Gt•atJd Senior Deacon, 

Gt·n 11d Junior Deacon, 

Grand Steward. 

Graud Sword Bearu, 

Grand Purntivnnl, 

Grand Tyler, 

D. D. G. ll:f. ut Dist. 

2d 
,, sd 

4"' 
sth 

6th 

?lh 

8th 

91h 

LOin 

" 

[May, 

·warren; 

Saco; 

T o pRham; 

A I fred; 

Bangor; 

A ugtJsta; 

Exeter; 

Newport; 

Belfast: 

Phillips; 

Portland; 

Saco; 

Poland; 

13runswick; 

Thomaston ; 

Augusta; 

Lincolnville; 

Carmel; 

Ellsworth; 

East Machias; 

Solon. 

The appointed Grand Officers who were present, were then 
duly installed; after which, 

The Grand Marshal made proclamation in form, that the Grand 
Lodge of Maine was duly organized, by the installation of its oAi­
cers, elected and appointed, into their respective stations. 

Bro. Tho"mpson offered the following order, which was passed: 

Ordered, That the Grand Officers appointed ror the ensuing year, who are 

not present at this communication, be installed in tbe several lodges of which 

they are members, and that they furnish certificates thereof to tho! Grand Sec­
retary as soon as may be convenient. 

Bro. T. J. Murray, from the Committee on Dispensations and 
Warrant5, presented the following report, which was ncceptcd: 

lN GRAND L ODGE 0 1' MAINI·:, 

MASONI C HALL, PORT!.AND, May 6, ll)S7· 
The Committee on Dispensations and Warrants, having attended to their 

duty, beg leave to report. Iliram Abiff Lodge has presented the us ual papers 

required. and prays for a charter. The committee are not fully satisfied of the 
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necessity for a lodge at that particular point of our jurisdiction. The tran· 

script of proceedings holden under the dispensation, also shows a want of be­

ing s ufficiently conversant with masonic usage to warrant the committee in 

recommending the gran ting of the request: J n one evening have hcen con· 

ferred six degrees upon three candidates; and to close the work , the three 

brothers were elocted members of the lodge. We recommend that the dis· 

pensation be continued to the next session of the Grand .Lodge, that they be 

requi red to conform to the recommendation of the Grand Lodge in conferring 

degrees, and refrain from doing business not authorized by their dispensation. 

Benevolent Lodge has presented all papers required, and in strict conformity 

to the regulations of the Grand Lodge. W e recommend that a charter be is· 

sued for a · lodge at Carmel, to be called Benevolent Lodge, No. 87. 

Narraguagus Lodge has not presented a transcript of its proceedings in 

proper form. The committee would recommend, inasmuch as other require· 

ments have been coruplied \\'i th , that when the officers under the dispensation 

granted to this lodge shall present a transcript of their proceedings. satisfac· 

to ry to theM. W . Grand Master, a charter be issued by the Grand Officers, 

for a lodge at Cherryfield, to be called Narraguagus Lodge, No. 88. 
We would recommend that the dispensation of Island Lodge be continued 

till the next annual communication of this Grand Lodge, agreeably to their re· 

quest. 

We further recommend, that the dispensations for Portland and York 

Lodges of ln5truction be continued until further orders, and without fee to 

the Grand Lodge. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

'L' •• r. 1110 JUt.\ Y, r 
D. IC KltNNICDY, Com 11tittee. 
l<USSEL I, K l'l"I' JtEDGE, 

On motion, 

Vvl~tl, That charters he issned, and dispensations continued, in accordance 

with the recommendations of the committee. 

Bro. H. C. Lovell presented the following report of the Com· 
mittee on Doings of the Grand Officers, which was accepted: 

IN GRANn f..ODCE OF MAIN!'., 

MASONIC HALL, PoRTLAND, May (i, 1857· 

The committee to who m were referred the doings of the Grand Officers, 

have performed their assigned duty, and submit the following report: 

The communication of our Past Most W orshipful Grand Master, )abez 

True, has received ou r careful consideration, and we most heartily recommend 

its acceptance by this Grand Lodge, and that Lhc thanks of the Grand Lodge 
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be tendered to him fo r the faithfnl and efficient manner in which he has dis­

charged his respcmJSible duties as Grand Master of this Most Worshipful Grand 

Lodge, during the las t masonic year. Your committee recommend that so 
much of the Most Worshipful G rand Master's address as re lates to the com­

pilation of a s tandard work on masonic juri~prudence, for the use of th is 
Grand Body, and the subordinate lodges under its jurisdiction, be adopted ; 

and your committee a lso recommend, that M. W. R. P. Dunlap, A. B. Thomp­

son and Freeman Bradford, be a committee to compile a work on masonic 

law, select some one which is already in existence, o r take such measures fo r 

the providing of such work as they may deem expedien t, and report at ou.r 

next annual communication. 

Your committee recommend that the o ffice o£ G rand Lecturer of this State 

be discontinued fc.r the ensuing year. In the c:rand Treasure r's report. we 

find that tbe actual receipts of th is Grand Body are insufficient to meet the 

necessary annual expenses. To meet this deficiency, your committee recom­
mend that the fee to this Grand Lodge, from subordinate lodges in the j uris ­

diction, he two dolla rs for each initiate. 

l.n relation to t·he safe keeping of the regalia of this Grand Lodge, yoor 

committee recommend that the G rand Treasure r be appointed a committee to 

provide a wardrobe, and a chest for transportation when the Grand Lodge 

shall require them in other places be,;ide this hall, thereby rende ring them se­

cure i rom injury or loss. 

Your committee have carefully examined the several reports of the Uisuict 

D eputy Grand Masters, and find in the report of the District Deputy of the 

Firs t Dis trict v iews in relation to the practice of adjourning bnllo t~ from one 

stated communication to another. Your committee fully concur "~th Bro. 

Murray in bis conclusions, and earnestly recommend this Grand Body to take 

prompt measures in checking this abuse of masonic power. 

In conc lus ion, your committee recommend that you accept the reports of 

the several D . D. G. Masters, and that the thanks of this Grand Lodge be 

tendered to them for the highly satisfactory manner in which they have per­

fo rmed their a rduous and respons ible duties; and that said reports. together 

with the report o f the R. 'W. G. Tr~aS\I re r, as well as the communication of 

the M. W. G . Master, l>e published with the proceding~ of this (: rand Lodge. 

All which is re~pectfnlly submitted, 

H . C. J,OVEL f,. ~ 
C. N. m >.RMA I NJo~, Comll•'ittee 
ELIAS G. H EOGE1 

Bro. Germaine offered the following resolution: 

.Resolved, That Part IV, Art. 1, Sect. 9• of the Cons titution of the G rand 

Lodge of the Stale o f Maine, be amended so that the several subordinate 
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lodges shall pay two dol!Qrs for each initiate, ins tead of the sum now pro· 

vided. 

On motion, 

Potl'd, That this proposition for amendment be entertained by the Grand 

Lodge. 

And it was referred to a committee, consisting of Bros. Ger­
maine, H errick and Thompson, with instructions to report at the 

next annual communicatjon. 

Application of Island Lodge for continuance of dispensation, 
and of Hiram Abiff Lodge for charter, were presented, and re­
ferred to the Committee on Dispensations and Warrants. 

On motion of Bro. G. W. Chase, it was 

Vol~d, That a committee of one be appointed, to confer with committees 

from other Grand Bodies, and report, specifying the time during which the 

several Grand Bodies shall be entitled to occupy the Hall for the transaction 

of their business, at future sessions. 

Bro. Geo. W. Chase was appointed said committee on the part 

of this Grand Lodge. 

On motion of Bro. Alden E. Chase, 

Vot~d tmnnimou.sly, That ·the thanks of the Grand Lodge of Maine be pre­

sented toM. W. )AilE?. TRUE, I'<~J< t Grand Master, for the exemplary and 

distinguished manner i~ which he has presided over its deliberations; and for 

the generous, manly fidelity and devotedness with which he ha.~ acquitted him­

self in the discharge of his duties during the past year, as Grand Master. 

M. W. Bro. True responded, in a brief and appropriate manner. 

The Grand Master stated, that Ancient Landmark Lodge hold 
a stated meeting this evening, and having work on the third de­
gree, propose, if desirable, that said work be done in presence of 
the Grand Lodge, and with such assistance as may renner it a fit 
exemplification of the authorized work on that degree; and on 
motion, it was voted to accede to said proposal. 

Bro. Preble offered the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolv~d, That the right (so called) to visit masonically, is not an absolute 

right, but is a favor which every lawful mason in good standing is entitled to 
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ask, and which the Master may concede or refuse, at his discretion; and that 

no Master of a lodge under this jurisdicticn shall admit a visi tor, when positive 

objection to such admi~sion is made by a regular member, or by a lodge. 

The bill of the Grand Lecturer was submitted, and approved by 

the Grand Lodge. 

Bro. Burnham submitted the following resolution, which was 
adopted. 

Resolved, That the resolutions adopted last year, providing for the holding 

of masonic conventions tn the several districts, and for payment from the funds 
of the Grand Lodge, for the services and expenses of Grand Lecturers at the 

same, be rescinded. 

The Grand Lodge was then called from labor to refreshment, 
until three o'clock this afternoon. 

WEDNESDAY, May 6, r8s7-A_FTERNOON. 

The Grand Lodge was called from refreshment to labor at three 
o'clock. 

Bro. Covell submitted resolutions in relation to non-affiliatecl 

masons, and those suspended from membersh.ip for non-payment 
o£ dues; which were referred to a special committee, consisting 
of Bros. F. Bradford, C. Cobb and M. Dodge, with instructions to 
report at the next annual communication of the Grand Lodge. 

Bro. Williams presented the following report, which was accepted, 

and the appended resolution adopted, viz: 

I N GRAND LoDGE OF MAnu<:, 

MASON IC HAl-L, PORTLAND, May 6, 1857· 

The committee to whom were referred the petitions of Benevolent, Oriental 

Star aud Crescent Lodges, severally, for a remission of dues, would report­
That they recommend the remission of the dues of the three lodges named 

for the year, and submit the accompanying resolution. 

JOliN WJLL I AJ\18, ~ 
CJ:I A ~tJ, ER B. Sl>f JTH 1 Committee. 
S:l'&PfiEN WEBB&R1 
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Ruoived, That the dues of Bene"olent, Odental Star and C rescent Lodges, 
for this year, be refunded. 

On motion of Bro. M. Crehore, the vote continuing the dispen­
sation of I sland Lodge, was re-considered, and the following reso­
lution adopted : 

Resolvul, That the dispensation of Is land Lodge be renewed fo r six months, 

at the expiration of which time, the Ctand Master be authorized to g•ant a 

charter, provided they comply with the Constitution and requirements of the 

Grand Lodge. 

The Grand Master then speci<~lly instructed the D. D. G. M<~ster 

of that District to visit lsland Lodge, ma ke due examination and 
report to him as to their proficiency. 

M. W. J. True offered the following resolution : 

Nuolved, That the M. W. Grand Master be authorized and rec:1uested to ap· 

point a Standing Commiuee on publication, whose duty it shall be to examine 

the Report of Proceedings at this c~mmunieation, and direct the publication 

of so much as they shall deem expedient; and who shall be authorized to 

make such amendments and changes in language and mode of expr~;ssion, a.s 
they consider proper and necessary. 

~ 

Which was adopted, and Bros. 1". Bradford, 0. Gerrish and H. 
C. Lovell appointed said committee. 

The Grand Lodge was then called from labor to refreshment 
until half past seven o'clock this evening. 

WEDNF.SoAv, May 6, t 8s7- EVENJNc. 

The Grand Lodge was called from refreshment to labor at half 
pastJ seven o'clock 

On motion of Bro. Cyril Pearl, . . 
Voli!d, That so much of the Grand Master's address a.s relates to the 

aggrievance~ of St. C roix Lodge, growing out of infringements upon its juris· 

diction by a lodge or lodges in the province of New Brunswick, with the ac· 

companying documents, be referred to a select committee, with instructions 
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to report , at the earliest practicable moment, at this communica1ion, what 

action may be necessary on the part o f this G rand Lodge. 

A committee was appointed according.ly, com;bting of Bros. 

Bell. Pearl and Mille r. 

A message was sent to Ancient Landmark Lodge, t11at the 

Grand Lodge were ready to attend to the exemplification of work. 

Ancient Landmark Lodge ente red the hall, a nd the o ffi cers took 

the ir places, which were vacated by the Gra nd O ffice rs . 

The Grand Master resig ned the g avel to W. Master Stinson, 

v:ho called R. W. T. J. Murray, Gra nd L ecture r, to the Eas t ; Bro. 

Murray, having called on such brethren to assist him as he deemed 

necessary, Bro. A. F. York was introduced and raised to the 

sublime degree of M:ts ter Mason ; after which, Ancient Land­

ma rk Lodge was closed in due form. 

The Grand L odge was then called from labor to re£reshment, 

until to-morrow morning, a t n ine o'clock. 

M ASON IC Il ALL, THURSDAY, May 7, 18 57· 

The Grand Lodge was called from refreshment to labor :tt nine 

o'clock. 

Bro. Chase, from the joint committee on the occupancy of the 

hall by the several Grand Bodies, reported as follows: 

IN GRAND LoocE o~· ~l A l NE, 

tliASON IC IIALL, PORTLAND, r.l:ly 7• 1857. 

The committee appointed to apporlion the time that the several Grand 

Bodies occupy this hall, beg leave to report the following ta ble: 

GRAND Lo DGE- Tuesd ay F o renoon, and fro m 3 to 6 1'. M. 

Wcdne~day Fo renoon and Evening. 

Thursduy, fro m 8 to 10 A. M. 

G RAND C UAI"l' ER- r.l onday Evening. 

T uesday. from 2 to 3 r•. M . 

W ednesday, fro m 4 to 6 P. M. 

Thur~day, f rom 10 to 1 2 A. M . 
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to report, at the earliest practicable moment, at this communication, what 
action may be necessary on the part of this Grand Lodge. 

A committee was appointed accordingly, con~isting of Bros. 
Bell, Pearl and Miller. 

A message was sent to Ancient Landmark Lodge, that the 
Grand Lodge were ready to attend to the exemplification of work. 

Ancient Landmark Lodge entered the hall, and the officers took 
their places, which were vacated by the Grand Officers. 

The Grand Master resigned the gavel to W. Master Stinson, 
v:ho called R. \~'. T. J. Murray, Grand Lecturer, to the East; Bro. 
Murray, having called on such brethren to assist him as he deemed 
necessary, Bro. A. F. York was introduced 'and raised to the 
sublime degree of Master Mason; after which, Ancient Land­
mark Lodge was closed in due form. 

The Grand Lodge was then called from labor to refreshment, 
until to-morrow morning, at nine o'clock. 

MASON IC H ALL, THURSDAY, May 7, 1857· 

The Grand Lodge was called from refreshment to labor at nine 
o'clock. 

Bro. Chase, from the joint committee on the occupancy of the 
hall by the several Grand Bodies, reported as follows: 

lN GRAN!) LODGE Of' MAI NE, 

M ,\SONIC IIALL, PORTLAND, !\'lay 7• 1857. 

The committee appointed to apportion the time that the 3everal Grand 
Bodies occupy this hall, beg lea,•e to report the following table: 

GRANO LODGE-Tuesday Forenoon, and from 3 to 6 1•. M. 

Wednesday Fo1enoon and Evening. 
; Thursday, from 8 to 10 A. ~t. 

GRANO CHAI'TER-Monday Evening. 
Tuesday, from z to 3 P. M. 

Wednesday, from 4 to 6 P.M. 

Thursday, from 10 to 12 A.M. 

-



t857·] Gra11d Lodge of Mai1u. 

GRAND COUNCil,--Wednesday, from 2 to 4 P. M. 

GRAND ENCAMPMENT-Tuesday Evening. 
CEO. W . CIIA SE, Com. G. Lodg~. 
SILA S ALDEN. Com. G. Clzapt~r . 

. Hl}{AM C HASE, Com. G. Couneil. 
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A. B. TTl 011'1 PSON, Com. G. Etu:mnpment. 

Which was adopted. 

U. G. M. Chase, on behalf of the Trustees of the Charity Fund, 

presented the following report: 

I N GRANO LoDGE OF MAINE, 

MASONIC IIAI.I., I'ORTI.AND, l\!ay 7• 1857· 

The Trustees of the Charity Fond of the Grand Lodge of Maine would re­

~pectfully report-

That the inves ted fund~ of the Grand Lodge are, 
25 shares Canal Bank Stock, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $2,500.00 

z8 Casco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . z,Soo.oo 

5 Freeman's Bank Stock,..... . . . . . . . . . . 500.00 

S5,8oo.oo 

From the report of the Grand T reasurer, it appears that Five ll undred Dol­

lars remain in his hands, which has not yet been appropriated as per vote of 

C t·and Lodge last year. 
The Trustees would therefore recommend, that the Grand Treasurer be 

authorired to appropdate that money to meet the current expenses of this 

Grand Lodge. And the Trustees would furth er report, that they have appro­

ptiated the sum of Four Hundred and Sixty-~even Dollars for the relief of 

certain distressed bretlnen, their widows and o rphans, named in a schedule 

herewith annexed. 

Per Order, R. P. DUNLAP, Ch'n 71-ustus Ch. Fu11d. 

Which report was accepted, and on mot.ion, 

Voud, That the Gtand Treasurer be authorired to apply the uninvested 

moneys in the Treasury to the payment of the current expenses of the Grand 

Lodge, as he may fi nd requisite. 

Bro. Pearl, from the special committee on the difficulties between 
St. Croix and Union Lodges, presented the following report: 

lN GRANO LoDGE OF MAINE, 

~IASONIC HA LL, PORTLAND, llfay 7, 1857. 

The select committee to whom was referred so much of the address of the 

M. W. Grand Master as relates to the difficulties between the St. Croix Lodge 
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at Calai~. and the Union Lodge at Milltown, St. Stephens, New Brunswick, 
having attended to the duty assigned them, ask leave to report. 

Jt appears by the report of the Grand Master and the accompanying doc· 
uments, that the said Union Lodge of St. Stephens, New Brunswick, work· 
ing under a charter from the Grand Lodge of England, has been in the 
habit of disregarding the reasonable provision of the Grand Lodge of Maine, 
which guarantees exclu~ive jurisdiction of the masonic degrees to its subordi ­
nates within their territorial limits ; and without the knowledge and consent of 
the St. Croix Lodge, have made masons and received members from within its 
chartered jurisdiction. This practice was complained of to the Umon Lodge, 
and it would seem that a mutual agreement was made by the two lodges not 
to infringe on each other's rights in this particular. prior to january 1 5· •Sss; 
as at that date a preamblt: and resolutions were introduced by a committee, at 
a meeting of St. Croix Lodge, in which they set forth that an agreement had 
been made between Union Lodge and St. Croix Lodge, that each would not 
recdve nor act upon any application from the jurisdiction of the other; but 
that Union Lodge, in violation of said agreement, does receive and initiate 
divers persons within the jurisdiction of St. Croix Lodge, without thei r knowl· 
edge and consent, and contrary to their remonstrances. 

They therefore proposed to pray the Grand Lodge of Maine to rebuke such 
unmasonic conduct by adopting the following edict : 

·•Resolv~d. T hat no masons hailing from or purporting to be members of 
Union Lodge, No. 866, located at Milltown, St. Stephens, province of New 
Brunswick, under the Grand Lodge of England, who may apply at any lodge 
within the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Maine, may be received nor ac· 
knowledged as masons until such time as said Union Lodge may have re­
turned to their proper masonic usages." [See document marked A.) 

By a letter from the Worshipful Master of St. Croix Lodge, [see document 

marked B,] dated June 30, t856, we learn that the resolution was not adopted 
that evening. for the reason that a number of the members of the Union 
Lodge who were present requested them to defer action till another attempt 
'might be made to settle the difficulties. On this request, the St. Croix Lodge 
raised a committee of conference, clothed with powers to settle all difficulties 
with a committee of Union Lodge with like powers. Thi, committee pro­
posed that all former complaint should be overlooked, if Union Lodge would 
give some guarantee for proper action in fuLure. The committees of confer· 
ence met on the 8th of February, t8SS• and signed ·a mutual agreement,' 
[marked C.] by which each agreed and bound themselves not to receive a pe· 
tition from any person or persons residing within the jurisdiction of the other, 
without said petition is signed by the Master and Wardens of the lodge within 
whose juri~diction said petitioners reside. They also agreed upon other 
necessary arrangement!! to give complete force and effect to this. By a com· 

muoication from the Union Lodge, [marked U,J dated February 13, 1855• tbe 
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St. Croix Lodge was infQrmed, that after a due consideration of the report of 
the committee of Conference" it was by vote not accepted, for Union Lodge 
believes its adoption of the same would be in violalion of its constitution, and 
contrary to the principles of Free and Accepted Masonry!' They then pro· 
pose the following amendment, which they say was adopted by "unanimous 
vote." 

"We the nndersigned, members of Union and St. Croix Lodges, do here· 
by agree and bind ourselves that we will not make a mason of any re~iding 
in each other's juri~diction without the consent of the Master and Wardens, 
jJrwided.they give good nml su/lident reasons for the same." We have under· 
scored the proviso at the end of this proposed amendment, and call attention 
to it, as a strange anomaly-as if the invasion of another's jurisdiction were 
not of itself a good and sufficient reason-as if a previous agreement not to 
do so, and the repeated remonstrances of a sister lodge, were not a sufficient 
reason. How strange the infatuation of the closing expression of their letter, 
"trusting whatever may be its decision, its object will be to promote the 
welfare of Masonry and harmony of the craft." To your committee it ap· 
pears, that no measure could easily be adopted by a lodge belter calculated to 
destroy both the welfare and harmony sought. Could the St. Croix Lodge 
act otherwise than they did on the 15th of the same month, when they adopted 
the report and resolution introduced on the 1 sth of January, and instructed 
thei. representative to bring the subject before the Grand Lodge, in May, 
1855? The subject was thus presented and referred to the appropriate com­
mittee, and an able report presented by Bro. McArthur, of Adoniram Lodge. 
It is in the recollection of some members, that action was bad on his report, 
but as no record of it appears, it is probable the report and \'Ote of the Grand 
Lodge upon it was lost, as were some other portions of that year's proceed­
ing~. At the annual communication in May, 1856, the subject was again 
before the Grand Lodge, when [see letter marked D,] the report of the Com­
mittee on Grievances and Appeals was adopted, and the Grand Master di­
rected to open a correspondence in relation to the subject with Bro. Alexander 
Balloch, of St. john, New Brunswick, Deputy Grand Master of that province. 
On the r4th of June, the Grand Secretary forwarded to the M. W. Grand 
Master True, the vote of the Grand Lodge, and the documents in relation to 
the subject. By reference to the Grand Master's address, we find that he 
deemed it proper to communicate with theW. Master of St. Croix Lodge, and 
ascertain if the difficulties still existed, and if so, suggesting that the District 
Deputy Grand Master or some other brother might visit them and endeavor 
to aid in settling the difficulties. The reply to that communication is the 
letter of theW. Master Manning already referred to, [marked B.] On receiv­
ing that letter, with the assurance that the difficulties still t!xisted. and that 
there was no hope of settling them in the manner proposed, the Grand Master 
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on the 5th of July, addressed a letter to M. \V. Brq, Balloch, Deputy Grand 
Master of New Brunswick, a copy of which [marked E) is before your com­
mittee. In this letter he details the grie,•ances of the St. Croix Lodge, and 
the action of the Grand Lodge. and encloses to him copies of the several doc­
uments relating to the subject. To be certain that these communications 
s'bould reach the Deputy Grand Master, they were sent to him undercover of 
a letter to a masonic brother, who passed them into the hands of that officer. 
But to this letter, and the document5 thus sulomitted, no answer whatever has 
been returned. In the meantime, as we learn Jrom the representative of the 

St. Croix Lodge, the grievances of that lodge are aggravated by the ~ffensive 
action of Union Lodge in admitting persons from this ju1isdiction who could 
not gain admission to our lodges, but who go over to St. Stephens, and 
receive the degrees and then return to insult the St. Croix Lodge by their 
demands for admission as visitors. In view of these grievances, which the 
St. Croix Lodge have too long been compelled to bear, )!OUr committee 
believe that our brethren of that lodge are entitled to prompt and ample pro· 
tection at the hands of this Grand Lodge, which they propose to afford by the 
adoption of the following resolutions : 

Rero!ved, That the several documents referred to in this report lettered from 
A toE, be placed in the hands of our M. W. Grand Master. and that he be 
requested to correspond with the M. W. the Grand Master of England, to lay 

before him the grievances complained of, and ask at his hands tho: protection 
and redress of grievances so long sought for and so long rdused by Union 
Lodge, and thus far withheld by the Deputy (;rand Master of New Bruns'l\;ck. 

2. During the pending of this correspondence, tlie M. W. Grand Master be 
requested to adopt such measures as he rna y de('m necessary to afford protec­
tion and relief from the grievances complained of, and ·report his action on 
this whole subject at the next annual communication. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

JOliN J. BELT,, ~ 
CY ttl L PEARL, Committee. 
JOHN ftfTJ,J;~:It, 

Which report was accepted, and the resolution adopted by the 

Grand Lodge. 

On motion, 
Vofl!d, That Bros. Dodge, ll enick and l:lerry, be a committee to furnish the 

D. D. G. Masters with such books for reco1ds, and trunks for keeping regalia, 
as may be needed. 

On motion of Bro. Dockham, 
Voted, That the same committee be instructed to exchange ~he new Deacons' 

jewels, for Stewards' jewels. 
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The Committee on By-Laws reported, recommending the adop­

tion of the resolution offered by Bro. Chase, ( v. iagc 207 .) and it 
was accordingly adopted. 

Notice of the expulsion of John King by Aurora Lodge, was 
presented, and referred to the Committee on Grievances and Ap­

peals. 

Bro. J. Williams, from the Committee on By-Laws, presented a 

report, which was accepted, and the recommendation of the com­
mittee adopted, viz : 

I N GRAND Lo'DGE OF MAINE·, 

MASONIC HALL, PORTLAND, May 7, 1857· 

The committee to whom wa::; referred the Report of the Committee on By· 

Laws, have attended to the duty assi~ned, and now report. 

We have read with much care the report of that committee, and recommend 

that this Grand Lodge acc~pt and adopt the report. We recommend that the 

report and the code of by·laws be printed with the proceedings of the Grand 

Lodge, and that the subordinate lodges be requested to take action upon the 

code, and report their action on the same at the next meeting of the Grand 

Lodge. 
Per Order, JOHN WILLIAMS, Chairmatt. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the Grand Treasurer be authorized and instructed to procure 

such a wardrobe, or case, as may be necessary for the proper keeping of the 

Grand Lodge regalia, and a suitable trunk for its transportation. 

Bro. Bell, from the Committee on Grievances and Appeals, pre­
sented the following report, which was accepted, and the accom­

panying resolution adopted : 

IN GRAND LoDGE OF MAINE, 

MASONIC HALL, POR'l'J.AND, May 7, 1857· 

The Committee on Grievances and Appeals, to whom was referred the ex· 

pulsion ·of John King, would report-

That Aurora Lodge has not returned to the Grand Lodge an attested copy 

of its proceedings, as required by the Constitution of the Grand Lodge; we 

therefore recommend the adoption of the accompanying resolution. 

JOHN J. B~;J,L, } 
SAMUEL CAI,l'l~R, Committee . 
.MINOT CREHORE, 
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Ruolv~d, That Aurora Lodge be directed to return to the Grand Lodge an 
attested copy of its proceedings, in the case of john King, as required in Art. 
IV, Sect. 1, of the Grand Constitution. 

D. G. Master Chase offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted: 

Resolved, That the D. D. G. Master of the Fifth Masonic District, is here· 
by directed to call upon the Master or brethren of Temple Lodge, at Win· 
throp, for the records, jewels, regalia and other property belonging to said 
lodge, and to cause the same to be deposited with the Grand Treasurer of 
this Grand Lodge, until otherwise ordered: and to report his doings to the 
next session of the Grand Lodge. And the Grand Secretary is hereby di· 
rected to furnish said D. D. G. !\laster with an attested copy of this resoJu. 
tion. 

The annexed resolution, offered by Bro. Geo. W. Chase, was 

adopted: 

Ruolv~d, That in balloting for degrees, or for membership, the subordi· 
nate lodges under this jurisdiction be required to conform to the following 
regulation : 

" In balloting, if more than one negative vote appear, the balloting shall 
cease, and the candidate be declared rejected; but if, on ~he first ballot, one 
negative only appear, a second ballot shall immediately take place ; and if on 
the second ballot, a negative still appear, the candidate shall be declared re· 

jected." 

On motion, 

Ord~red, That six hundred copies of the proceedings of this communication 
be printed, and distributed in the usual manner. 

The Grand Lodge was then called from labor to refreshment, 
until four o'clock this afternoon. 

THURSDAY, MAY 7. x8s7- AFTERNOON. 

T he Grand Lodge was called from refreshment to labor at four 
· o'clock. 

Bro. Pearl submitted the following report, which was accepted, 
and the resolution adopted : 
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IN GRAND LoDGE OF MAINE, 

MASONIC HALL, PORTLAND, May], 1857· 
The Select Committee, to whom were referred the resolutions laid over 

from last year, in relatron to the Grand Lodge of Canada, beg leave to report 
- that they deem it inext~edient to act definitely on those resolutions at lhis 
session. They therefore submit the following resolution: 

Htsulvetl, That final action on the resolutions relative to the Grand Lodge 

of Canada be deferred to the next annual communication. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

CYHI L PEARL, ) O it'· 
>- omm ..,e. 

R. P. DUNLAP, ) 

Bro. C. Pearl, for the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, 
then reported as follows : 

IN GRANO LoDGE OF MAINE, 

MASONIC HALL, PoRTLAND, May 6, 1857. 

Jlfost Wurshipful Cm111i Master, mtd Brelhrm-

The Committee on l'oreign Correspondence are permitted once more to 
present the Grand Lodge of Maine with fraternal salutations from most of 
the corresponding bodies in our Federal Union. Never before were we per­
mitted to assure you of a more cordial fellowship, or more free and full 
expression of respect for masonic skill and approbation of the communica­
tions we have sent abroad from our annual con'vocations. 

The reports of our proceedings continue to receive the most cordial com· 
mendation from quarters that deserve and command respect, while the voice 
of dissent and disrespect is so faint and faltering as hardly to excite a smile. 
In return, we are favored with many noble contributions to the masonic lit· 
erature of the country, which we would gladly lay before you if our limits 
would allow. The great difficulty of the committee is, in passing by and ex­
cluding many of the rich gems of thought which would adorn our pages and 
instruct our members. It is matter of grief that we may not more freely 
enrich them with these treasures as they flow to us from the Grand Lodges of 
our country. We are favored with communications from the following juris­
dictions: 

Alabama, December, •856. 
California, May, 1lS56. 
Connecticut, May, 1856. 
Dist. of Columbia, February, •856. 
South Carolina, 1856. 
Delaware, June, 1855· 
Florida. January, 1!>56 and 1857· 

Illinois, October, r8S7· 
Iowa, June, 1856. 
Indiana, May, 1856. 
Kansas, March and July, 1856. 
Kentucky, October, •856. 
Lou~iana, February, 1857· 
Massachusetts, December, 1856. 



ZJO 

Minnesota, January, 1856. 

Michigan, january, 1857· 
Missouri, May. 1856. 
New Hamp~hire, 1856. 
New York, June, 1856. 
Ohio, October, 1856. 
Oregon, )nne, 1856. 
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Rhode Island, 1856. 
Tennessee, October, 1856. 
Texas, january, 1856. 
Virginia, December, 1 ~56. 
Wisconsin, june, 1856. 

Canada, July 9· 1856. 

[May, 

Prov. G. Lodge, Canada W., (circular.) 

Though the communications from these twenty-seven Grand Lodges co,·er 
some four thousand pages, and embrace more subjects and more varied excel· 
lencies than your committee can well condense into t~e limit~ of a report, they 
sincerely regret the absence of those which are wanting to complete the "con· 
stellation" of masonic lights over which waves the flag of our Union. The 
industry of our worthy Grand Secretary in presenting the statistics of our 
sister Grand Lodges in tabular form, will render it possible tO condense the 
review of the several Grand Lodges, and will be a most acceptable service to 
our subordinate lodges. It will, if we mistake not, be gratefully accepted on 
the part of sister C rand Lodges, and may induce them to follow the example, 
or at least to place the annual statistics of their own lodges in a compact form 
convenient for use in compiling such tables. We commence our review with 

ALABAMA. 

The annual convention of this Grand Lodge wa.~ held in the city of Mont· 
gomery, commencing Der.ember 1st and closing December 5th. Nearly one 
hundred and seventy of the more than two hundred and th irty lodges were 
represented, and the revenue of the Grand Lodge was more than $J,OOO. On 
the report of a committee, presented by W. David Clopton, recommending 
the measure, a resolution was adopted by I CC) lodges to 76, giving a copy of 
the code of Masonic Law by Bro. Robert Morris to each of the subordinate 
lodges, paying for the same from the funds of the Grand Lodge. 

The address of the Grand Master, M. W. S. A.M. Wood, is a model docu· 
ment of some ten pages, in which he treats several important subjects. He 
urges the division of the state into Districts, under the care of District Deputy 
Grand Masters. Speaking of this system, he says," It is now in use in Maine, 
Missouri and Georgia, where there are to be found many bright and shining 
lights, who by their intellectual labors, are adding much to the glory and pros­
perity of Ma~onry." 

He pays a brief but beautiful tribute to the memory of the Most Worshjp­
ful Grand Master of Georgia, W111. C. DAWSON, who for twelve years had 
filled that office, and who died at his residence in Greensboro', May 6, 1856. 
He says: 
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"Long before l knew him as a mason, his character as a man, borne on the 
wings of fame, betokened the possession of those virtues which we love to 
teach and which all mankind admire in the possessor. I lis great influence 
belonged not alone to Georgia-it embraced the whole Southwest, and the 
~ad news of her bereavement awakened a mournful sympathy in thousands of 
masonic hearts." 

In relation to masonic hiMory, he says: 

"At your las t annual communication, 1 felt myself called upon to urge upon 
you the necessity and expediency of collecting and preserving the materials for 
a correct history of ;\lasonry in this state. A~ nothing has been done, T can­
not forbear again to introduce that subject to your attention. • • • • But 
where shall we look for that history? Those who know it are fading away as 
the grass fades, and falling as tbe leaves fall! Soon the places which know 
them, will know them n<> more forever. Will you allow them to pass away 
without collecting and embodying in a proper form the traditions which they 
alone pos~ess." 

He urges with equal earnestness the need of masonic information to be se­
cured by books and librarit:s. In relation to Grand Lodge correspondence, 
he says: 

" It has brought together in feeling and brotherly love those who will never 
meet in the flesh , and has woven a cord of friendship around the world, which 
can never be broken, save when time shall be no more. It is founding for us 
the ground work of a masonic history, more perfecC and lasting than could 
have been attained by any other means, and withal, has exhibited intellectual 
excellf'ncies in masonic literature, that we may as masons be all proud to refer 
to and admire." 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence present a brief report noticing 
the proceedings of twenty-one lodge.q. They had not received the Maine re­
port, but the Grand ;\1aster in his address. speaks in higb terms of our report 
of a previous year. The committee report adversely to the communication 
from the Grand Lodge of Canada, as do also the special committee to whom 
the subject was refer(ed. 

A special committee reported in favor of changing their ConMitution so as 
to adopt the system of Districts and the appointment of nine Deputy Grand 
Masters, instead of the present Grand Lecturers. The saving of expense was 
one argument. the salary of the present Grand Lecturers being eight hundred 
dollars each. The proposed amendment lies over for one year. The Grand 
Lodge voted an appropriate jewel to the retiring Grand Master. 

CA 1,1 ~'ORN IA. 

The proceedings of California for May, t856, give evidence of rapid increase 
in that new state, and of true masonic skill in conducting the affairs of the 
Grand Lodge. 

Nearly eight hundred new masons were made, and the subordinate lodges 

now exceed one hundred. 
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The Grand Master, W. II. Howard, gave a thoroughly practical and able 

address, which occupies eight page.<;, discussing a variety of topics important 

to the craft in California, and some of them of general intere!<t. 

He notices appropriately the death of Grand Secretary Levi Stowell, who 

has ably filled that office since r&sr. and the office of Grand Treasurer in r8so, 

when the Grand Lodge was formed. Jte thus closes his address: 

"There should be no benefit sought for or conferred that would in the 
slightest degree involve the sacrifice of a correct principle, or infringe upon a 
just right. Our highest and most legitimate benefits are of a social and moral 
character, and ar·e founded in interests that are not liable to clash when their 
pursuit is divested of all impropriety of motive. Corresponding action is likely 
to follow what may be regarded as the originating and governing moth•e that 
led :o it. While then our motives are pure and correct, we may with confi· 
dence expect to realize the acknowledged purposes of our organization. and 
confer benefits of a character that will meet with a just appreciation on the 
part of a numerous and enlightened consriruency. lt is thus, too, that we may 
expect to gain the approval and secure the aid of II ut, whom to invoke .u; our 
Supreme Head is but a solemn mockery, unles.• the sincerity of our motives 
can be evinced by the correctness of our action. May !!uch be our course, 
and may II F~ whose aid we have in\'oked, and \\ho, a.« an auxiliary towards 
the accomplishment of His all wise purposes, has brought us safely through 
the trials of the past and spread before ns the anticipation:~ of a bright and 
useful future, watch over onr deliberations, purify our hearts with the con· 
trolling Influences of those immutable principles by whi::h we profes'l to be 
governed, and prompt us continually to the exercise of every feeling of heart 
and faculty of mind. that will promote the true interests of the craft, and make 
oor deliberations a blessing to the lod~es and masons of our jurisdiction." 

The Grand !\•faster appointed as Grand Secretary, in place of Bro. Stowell, 

Bro. Alex. G. Abell, the very able chairman of the Committee on Foreign 

Correspondence, who is again appointed to that office, and also elected Gra01d 

Secretary. 

The re1>0rt on correspond~:nce is an exceedingly able document of fifty 

closely printed pages, reviewing the action of twenty·eigbt Grand Lodges, crit · 
icising with good taste and good temper, the action and opinions of each. He 

says in the outset, that it was the intention of the committee to pre«ent only a 

brief report, as nearly all questions· discussed within a few years seemed gener­

ally settled, and on those unsettled, the committee had written all they knew. 

" But on examination of the immense mass of printed matter placed before 

them in the volumes given al>ave, it became evident that a • brief report' would 

J;le impossible-would be in fact a solecism in terms." 

In the revie1\' of the proceedings of Arkansas, Bro. A bell approves the opin· 

ions of Hro. A I bert Pike in relation to obsolul~ perftcti(}u in the physical quali· 

fications of candidates, and repeats a previous opinion that the Ancient 

Charges are fully complied with, when the" maim or defect" is not such that 

it will interfere with or prevent the di~charge of any of his masonic duties. 

This opinion coincides with the provi~ion of ou r own Constitution. and the 

construction put upon it by a special committee some three or four years since. 
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In his review of the Florida report, he says that Bro. Douglass, a Past 
Grand Master, himself concurs in the propriety of the edict of the Grand 
Lodge of California, which permits a mason to hold member~hip in this and 
also in another jurisdiction, mentioning also, that Maryland and New York, 
through their committees, have so agreed. He cite.~ also from the text book 
of Bro. john Dove, of Virginia, this passage: 

" Any brother may be a member of as many lodges as may choose to admit 
him! ant.! ought always to be a member of some lodge." 

In the review of the report of proceedings of the Provincial Grand Lodge 

of Canada West for the year 1855• the committee approve the vote of thanks 
by that body to Grand !\faster Evans of New Yo•·k, for" his truly masonic 
letter." refusing to countenance the formation of the Independent Grand Lodge 
of Canada. The committee say," We congratulate the Grand Lodge of New 
York upon the wise and masonic action of her Grand Master in this case." 
Tn the review of Virginia, the committee speaks of "a masterly report pre· 
so:nted by the ~pecial Committee on ) uri~prudence. appointed at a previous 
meeting to take into con~ideration the various important questions agitating 
·the Fraternity." They say," We do not recollect a masonic paper, pf late, 
which we have read with more pleasure." His review of Maine is very cordial 

and respectful. He says: 

"The ten concluding pages of R10. Pearl's report, are devoted to the dis· 
cussion of the objects and aims of general education. * • • • lnte1est· 
ing and instructive as his dissertation certainly is. we are as much at a loss to 
know what it has to do with matter!< of masonic correspondence. as we were 
la.~t year in rega•d to his disquigition upon ' the foundation for the existence 
and permanency of the iMtitutions of Freemasonry in the essential nature and 
the necessities of man.' Ne\'ertheless as he informs that the highest appro · 
bation has been bestowed by our sister Grand Lodges on those portions of 
his reports that deal mo~t earnestly with • man's spiritual nature and necessi · 
ties,' we shall be obliged to stand corrected in our idea of the purposes for 
which such a comminee as that of which he i.s the chairman. was intended." 

There can be no need of special correction here, B•o. Abell, there i~ room 
enough and wo• k enough on the masonic edifice, for all the diversities of work 
and of working talent we can consecrate to this department, and it would be 
vastly undt>.sirable that all our minds should be stereotyped in one mould, or 
our pen·moving muscles be cramped to one working tool, whether it be a set· 
ting maul, a common gavel or a trowel. Let each direct his own energies, 
under the eye of the Grand Master, so that his work shall either give wisdom, 
strength or beauty, to the temple of humanity and fraternity. 

The California committee also notice the proceedings of the Grand Lodges 
of Scotland, Belgh.1m and Germany1 also the Grand National Mother Lodge 
of the three Globes, at Berlin. 

The' California report has a copious index, which facilitates the examination 
of ils contents. 

\ 



2'34 Proceedings of the [May, 

CONNECTICUT. 

The Grand Master Theodore Spencer, in his opening addre!l!l, notices thP 

death of P. G. M. Wm. H. Ellis, who had long been a member of the Grand 

Lodge of Connecticut. lie also acknowledge~ a communication from the 

Grand Orient of France. proposing an exchange of representatives, also from 
New York for the same purpose. He also alludes to the want of funds in 

the Grand Lodge, and recommend~ a11 increalle of fees for charter!~ and dis· 

pensations, also for initiations. lie declined a re-election. A resolution was 
adopted appropriating $ roo to the Relief Lodge of New Orleans, and another 

inviting subordinates lodges to contribute to the same object. 

Tbe Grand Lodge appointed Illustrious Brother M. Paulin Ra1.y, of Paris, 

representath·e to the Grand Orient of France, and M. W . joseph 0. Evans to 

the Grand Lodge of New Yo1k. An eloquent report and resolutions were 

submitted by llro. Wm. Storer 1elative to the deceased P. G. Master, William 

H. Ellis, who it seems was long an active member of the General Grand 

Chapter and General Grand Encampment o£ the United States. A part of 

the unfinished business of the previous session related to the proposed a­

tiona! Confederation. The committee on this subject thus close their report: 

"In consequence of there not being a sufficient number of Grand Lodges 
wbich have adopted the articles, it is understood that the plan of the confeder· 
ation has been abandoned. Your committee would therefore recommend that 
the further consideration of the subjeet by this Grand Lodge be indefinitely 
postponed." 

One page of the report is devoted to the record of deceased members o£ 

the order in the several lodges in the s tate. 

Connecticut give~ us another able report on Foreign Correspondence, from 

the practiced pen of Bro. Wm. Storer. Twenty-five Grand Lodges are em­

braced in thill review, and nearly one hundred pages devoted to it. The Grand 

Lodges not heard from, were A rkansas, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, lliinois, 

Louisiana, Michigan, Pennsylvania.• Bro. Storer's reports are largely occu­

pied with extracts from the reports and addres.~es of sister Grand Lodges, and 

display a fine collection ofspecimens of the masonic literature annually accnm­

ulatin~ in these documents. A fine specimen is given from the address of 

Grand Maste r Wood, of Alabama. In revie"ing th.e Alabama Report on Cor­

repsondence, Bro. Storer rea.~ns with a good deal of force in fa,·o r of allow­

ing visiting brethren to vote on the application of candidate\!. 1 readmits that 

masonic usage is against it; but illustrates the benefits which might result 

from it, and the fitne:<s of adopting this course, on the ground that a candi· 

date is not merely admitted to membership in a particuJar lodge, but to the 

privileges of Masonry the world over. 

•Some of these are acknowledged near rhe close of tho report. 
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In the review of California, be speaks with approbation of the effort of the 
Grand Master, to ptcvent a duel, even suspending two brothers, one of them 
a Master of a lodge, for persisting in their course, regardless of his remon· 
strance. 

rn relation to the new Grand Lodge of Canada, the committee copy the pro· 
ceedings of Vermont in favor of the movement, and the opinions of Grand 
Master Evans, of New York, against it. The committee coincide whh Vermont 
in favor of the organization. but hesitate to recommend specific action in the 
absence of official correspondence from the new Grand Lodge. A resolution 
was however subsequently reported and adopted in favor of recognizing the 
Grand Lodge of Canada. 

The notice of the Grand Lodge of Maine L• as heretofore entirely fraternal, 
and the extracts from our reports are quoted with cordi~l approba~ion. 

Some nine pages are devoted to New York, a large part of which is ex· 
tracted from the address of Grand Master Evans. 

The committee speak approvingly of the elaborate and very valuable report 
of Virginia Grand Lodge on masonic jurisprudence, but dissent from their 
opinion that "violations of law, immoral conduct, nay, open and admitted 
~ronkenness, theft, and the like do not make him unworthy; they however 
place him in a condition to be pronounced unworthy on trial and proof." They 
express the opinion that their Virginia brethren at this point spun their theory 
too fine, and did not leave strength enough in the thread of their argument to 
hold it together. "As well might they have said that a man is 1t<Jt guilty even 
of open and admitted drunkeness till pr<Jn<Juuuti so upon trial and proof." 

DISTRICT OF COI.UMBIA. 

A special communication of this Grand Lodge was held Feb. 20, 1856. to 
attend the funeral of Past Grand Mnster Robert Keyworth, and appropriate 
resolutions were adopted and spread upon the minutes. The Grand Lodge 
held its semi-annual communication May 6th. At this metting, the Grand 
Master, Charles S. Frailey. called attention to the communication of the new 
Grand Lodge of Canada. I lis address was submitted to a committee consL~ting 
of Bro~. B. B. French, II. ll. lleath, L. Y. P. Page, who reported resolutions 
recognizing the Grand Lodge of Canada; which resolutions were unanmously 
adopted, and the address of the Grand Lodge of Canada was printed with 
the proceedings of the Grand Lodge. On the 24th of June, the Gr:md Lodge 
again assembled to celebrate the annh·ersary of St. john the Baptist. On the 
18th of June, the Grand Master sent to Bro. B. B. French a comrnunil:ation from 
the Provincial Grand Lodge o£ Canada West, in relation to the new Grand 

Lodge of Canada-being the same circular received by the Grand Lodge of 
Maine and an extract printed with our last minutes. With this, Grand Master 
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Frailey sent a written communication expressing regret for the course he had 
taken on thill subject at the semi-annual meeting. and requesting the attention 
oi the committee to this circular, anrl also to an article in the fast number of 
Bro. Moore's M~sonic Magazine-a long edilorial, expressing the editor's 
views. At the annual meeting, held. Nov. 4th. Bro. French gave an extended 
repolt, re-examining the grounds of their previous action, in the light dra\\ n 
from the Ctand Master's letter and the documents it refers to; and also the 
labored report of Massachusetts, and the action of that Grand Lodge adverse 
to the Canada Grand Lodge. In the most thorough and searching manner, 
the committee of the District of Columbia examine every bearing of the ques· 
tion, and sustain their previous resolutions, recognizing the Grand Lodge of 
Canada, and welcoming her to the sisterhood of Grand Lodges of the world. 
The report of the committee was adopted, 24 to tz. 

The Committee o'n Com;spondence presented, through Bro. George <..:. 
Whiting, an able report, noticing the proceedings of twenty-three Grand 
Lodges. and presenting interesting features of each. The committee acknowl· 
edge the receipt of the proceedings of the Universal Masonic Congress held 
in Pari"' last year, to which your committee called attention in the last year's 
report. They give brief outlines of the proceedings of that Congress, with the 
ten propositions which were submitted for the consideration of the masonic 
bodies throughout the world. A committee of five was raised, of which Bro. 

Ceo C. Whiting was chairman, to report upon those propositions at a future 
meeting. Bro. Whiting was elevated from the post of Grand Secretary to 
that of M. W. Grand Master. 1\L W. Charles S. Frailey declining a re-election. 
The address to the Grand Master-elect, by the retiring officer, is a beautiful 
tribute to the ab.ility and high qualifications of the officer who was to fill his 
place. l ndeed. all the reports and addresses of this body are fine specimens 
of masonic talent, worthy of men called to administer the affairs of a model 
Grand Lodge at the Capital of the American Union. M. W . (;ra.nd Master 
Frailey's address at the annual communication, the report of Bro. B. B. l>'rench 
upon the same at a subsequent meeting. and the address of Re,·. Byron Sun­

derland on the artniversary of St. john the Baptist, are all noble contributions 
to the masonic literature of the country. and render this report one of the 
richest that your committee are permitted to review. A committee was raised 
to procure and present to ~he retiring Grand Master a suitable jewel. 

SOUTH CAROLINA, 

Sends us a very able address, deHvered on the anniversary of St. John the 
Evangelist. It is a masterly discussion of the question, "Wltnt is Fremta· 

sOIIIJ'?" t>y flro. T. t; . Gourdin, P. 'M. of Landmark Lodge. delivered before 
Richland Lodge. The copious historical references cited in the margin give 
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evidence of extensive masonic research, and give to the address a permanent 
value. It is the perusal of addresses like this, which stimulates the desire 

that the Grand Lodge of Maine could fully appreciate the proposal of tl:e 
committee last year, to prepar e a Year Book of the choice gems of masonic 
literatute. The pamphlet contains also the addresses on the pres.:ntation of 
a silver goblet to P. M. jacob Levin, and an original ode written lor the occa· 

sion by II . 11. Caldwell, Esq. 

The following extracts from the repott on conespondence. by R. W. A !bert 
G. Mackey, will be read with interest, as indicating the duties of a Committee 
on Correspondence. We commend them to the especial attention of our 

brothers in Delaware. 

The published proceedings of the Grand Lodges of tbe present day, com­
pared with those emanating from the same bodies thirty or even twenty years 
ago, conclusively demonstrate that Masonry has at length taken its place 
among the scientific developntentM of the day, and that while it retains its social 
and fraternal character, it has added to it the more elevated one of a philo­
sophical institntion. It may, I think, be now, indeed said, that the golden age 
of Masonry ha.• begun. If the scene it now presents, at early dawn, be so en· 
tieing, what must we not exp.:ct when the full blaze of its meridian splencor 
shall, in time not far distant, burst upon us?. 

• • • • • • • • • 
The Committee on Foreign Correspondence in the Grand Lodge of Oregon 

have laid down a rule for their government which precludes any lengthened 
report from that body. They say that" to review, overrule and reverse the 
decisions of Grand Masters in cases regularly before them, and to intimate 
dou)?ts of the wisdom, propriety and regularity of the decisions of Grand 
Lodges upon questions carefully consido!red and solemnly adjudged. we can· 
not persuade ourselves is the course best calculated to promote harmony, 
facilitate the interchange oi kind offices, and cement the bond of union and 
fraternal intercourse which should everywhere exist among Grand Lodges." 

Any one who has, li.ke myself, the pleasure of a personal acquain tance with 
Bro. Stark, the chairman of the committee, will be at once ready to attribute 
tbis decision as to the duties uf a Committee on Foreign Correspondence, to 
that peculiar kindness of heall, that gentleness of disposition and urbanity of 
manners, which uniformly characterize him. I regret that I cannoL altogether 
agree with him iu the view that he has taken. The duties and privileges of a 
Committe!! on Correspondence are at tbis day the most important confided to 
any committet: of a (;rand Lodge, and what they precisely ~rc, and how they 
should be perfo•med, are mailers worthy of a calm and· deliberate considera­
tion. 

The Committees on Correspondence are the links which bind the Grand 
Lodges into one united whole in the pursuit of knowledge; they are the 
guardians appointed by their r~pective bodies to inform their constituents 
what has been the prog•ess of tht! institution for the past year-to warn them 
of the errors in discipline or in masonic science which they may suppose to 
have been committed-and to suggest the best method by which these errors 
may be avoided or amended. The proceedings of Grand Lodges are never 
printed for purposes of sale or of general distribution ; the number of copies 
published is always small ; and it is 'physically impossible th<1t a knowledge· 
of their contents can ever reach the mass of the fraternity, except through the 
condensed reports of foreign correspondence. These committees, therefore, 
perform but the duty to which they were appointed, when they report the 
doings and sayings of other jurisdictions; nor can they be denied the common 
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riglot of expressing their opinions on the nature and tendency of the facts as 
they relate them. Grand Masters are not infallible, and Grand Lodges are 
not always correct in their decisions. If, therefore, a Comminee on Corre· 
spondence should liimply detail the various acts and opinions of all the Grand 
Bodies, with which their own is in corre~pondence, nor make one deprecatory 
rema•k. calling attention to what they might l'uppose \'iolations of Jaws or 
landmarks, the heterogeneous and discordant doctrines which every year are 
presented to the masonic world, would be t>laced before the fraternity without 
commentary, leaving the most ignorant to form their own often erroneous 
conclusions, and sometimes to confound th t: mere extract from a foreign opinion 
by the committee with an endorsement by that committee of its correctness 
It is then a part of the duty of a Committee on Correspondence to review the 
proceedings of other jurisdictions, to point out what they suppose to be errors, 
and to wam their own constituency against adopting them. The committees, 
are, no doubt, like the bodies they are reviewing. sometimes wrong; but if the 
discussion of masonic points of law are conducted temperately, calmly, judi· 
cioosly, and above all, frate rnally. much good must arise from this contest of 
mind. As the collision of the ftint and steel will jlenerate lite, so truth must 
be elicited from the collision of varying intellects. I cannot hesitate to believe 
that for much of the elevated standard that the Masonry of this day and 
country has assumed, and for the general diffusion of knowledge on the sub· 
ject of masonic jurisprudence. the craft ate indebted to tht: well·conducted 
discussions of our various committees on foreign correspondence. 

The remarks of Bro. Sanford. of Iowa. are a well earned tribute to the tal­
ent and labors of these Committees on Foreign Corr~pondence, and coming 
from one who is himself distinguished in this field of masonic literature. they 
are entitled to increased respect. 

"An examination." says that able mason," of the reports which have ema· 
nated from the Committees on Foreign Correspondence of the various Grand 
Lodges during the past year. has disclosed an amount of labor, a degree of 
interest and enthusiasm, an extent and depth of research upon matters irnme­
diately pertaining to the principles and science of Ma•onry. which is we ll cal· 
culated to excite surprise and admiration. And when to this is added the lit· 
erary excellence of these various productions, emltracing in their range of dis· 
cu!<sion numerous illustrations from the historical and classical literature of 
~he world, one is struck with the force of kindred a.~sociation, which apvea•s to 
heighten the power and beauty of expression in proportion to the dignity and 
expansiveness of the ideas which call it forth." 

The report gives a view of tbe proceedings of the Masonic Congress at 

Paris, and thus comments upon the propositions there adopted: 

"I have attentively read these propositions and canvassed thei r nature in 
my own mind, and am constrained to say that I know nothing that ha.« yet OC· 

curred in the history of our Order that is so well calculated to advance it" use· 
fulness and secure a uniform feature in our institution. as the acts of this Con· 
gress. I can scarcely doubt that the propositions, unexceptionable as they 
are, and calculated to do so much good, will meet the approbation of every 
Grand Lodge throu.shout the world." 

13ro. ~lackey speaks in very high terms of the Virginia Keporl on Masonic 

J uoisprudence, while he woold not endor~;e all their decisions. ll is closing 

picture of the progress of Masonry since he became Grand Secretary in 1842, 

is too good to be omitted; but our limits forbid its insertion. 
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DELAWARE. 

The Grand Lodge proceedings from Delaware, are for June, t8SS· The 

Grand Lodge wall called to mourn the death of .M. W. Grand Master, 1:-Ton. 

jame.~ Booth, who had been an honored member of the order for forty years. 

Aside from the action of the Grand Lodge in reference to the decease of this 

worthy officer, the proceedings contain very little o f general interest. The 

apology for a report on Correspondence is singulltrly in contrast with the pro· 

ceedings of other Grand Lodges. It occupies Jess than two pages, from which 

it is so difficult to select extracts, that we give it entire. After acknowledging 

the receipt of proceedings from thirteen Grand Lodges, the committee say-

Referring to that Article of the Con~titution of the Grand Lodge of Vela· 
ware, which ascertains the duties of a Committee of Correspondence, we find 
them set forth as follows, lO \\;t :-" T o receive and answer all communica· 
ttons, and to report to the Grand Lodge at every communication thereof, the 
substance of the commnnications received, and copies of the answers given." 

Communications, then, which require or imply an answer,- these only lie 
within tbe pro,•ince of this committee. But, for :.orne years past, followiug 
the example of similar commiuees in other States, the Committee of Corre­
spondence of this Grand Lodge has transgressed the limit of its Constitutional 
powers, and has, at length, reached a point out of sight entirely, of its original 
design and purpose. 

It has become a legislative body. A mass of Jaws might be compiled from 
the labors of these committees, equal in volume to the "Pandects" or the 
"Institutes." 

It has assumed high judiciaJ·functions. 
With amazing modesty, iL reviews, over- rules and reverses the decisions of 

Grand Masters. in cases regularly before them, as well as the recorded deter· 
mination of Grand Lodges upon questions carefully considered and solemnly 
adjudged. It has become the public Censor of masonic morals and masonic 
manners. 

It bas taken up the trade of tbe literary critic. It afft:cts the reputation of 
the essayist. It wlites profound and unintelligible prose. It explains "tbe 
relations of Free Masonry to the moral and religious element in man, and its 
affinity for the religions of the world." 

It looks very wise and talks like a Philosopher. Many other things, also, it 
ha.~ come to be and to do. away from the purpose of its institution, which, how· 
ever, we \\;ll let pass. Tlli1 only we will add, that its reports have in many 
cases, been made the channels of flattery, .. usque ad nauseum," on the one 
side, and of resentrllfmt, uncharitableness and envious disparagement on the 
other. · 

Now all tliese things except the last, it were well enough to have; nay, 
indeed, these things, nil of them, perhap!4, we must have; La w·makers, Judges, 
Critics. Censors, and in the pre;ent condition of sublunary things, 1orllus, 
also, of unintelligible prose. But in our notion, a Committee o/ Correspomleuu 
is not so constituted as properly to perform thes~ various and incompatible 
functions. To do so, was not the purpose of its creation. and the attempt so 
10 do, threatens to involve in inextricahle confusion. the History, Law, Land· 
marks, and the ancient usages of the· Order. 

Holding these views, we think to discharge onr duty to the Grand Lodge, 
by simply declaring that we have received no communications, during our offi· 
c1al term, nor consequently have despatched any atuw~rs which require to be 
laid before them. 
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We will only say, that except within the jurisdiction of New York :\lasonry 
~eemR to be advancing, with a steady step to the achieve.ient of its beneficent 
mi!lsion upon the earth; dispensing with a liberal hand the abounding cha•i· 
ties of her sons, and speaking the comfortable words of kindness and sympa· 
thy to tho!le, who, in this pilgrimage of life, are" weary and faint by the way." 

As some good brother, probably one of the committee, was ~o kind as to 

mail a copy to the chairman, doubtless for the benefit of your committee, it 

may seem hardJy courteous not to respond in comments adapted to the cir· 
cumstances. T his your co'mmittee confess their inability to do. We were 

before aware that Delaware, as a state, had but o~ small extent of tenitory, 

and l?ut a limited number of lodges; but how is it possible from a state of her 

dimensions, and from eleven lodges, contributing to the Grand Lodge only 

$ r8o revenue, to select five men, officers of the Grand Lodge. who have the 

consummate ability to concentrate their idea~ of the magnitude of Freemasonry, 

and the mission of a committee of correspondenc~. into so narrow a compass, 
fills us with amazement which di~quali fies us for a fitting reply from a position 

~o far" down East." Y'fe therefore beg leave to refer them to their nearer 
neighbors of South Carolina, and our vigorous minded brothers of Alabama, 

of Ohio, the youthful Grand Lodge of Iowa, and ah;o that of the Golden Gate, 

who enjoy" the last lingering rays" of the setting sun. 

fLORIOA. 

From Florida we have interesting communications fo r January, 1856 and 

1857· Jn r856, M. W. Grand Master Shine announced the death of r. G. M. 

]SAAC II. BRONSON, who was also a Judge of the U.S. District Coul'l, TIIOMAS 

DOUGLAS, P. G. M., an associate Judge of the Supreme Court of Vlorida, and 

the Rev . .Bro. WtLL.IAM CHOICE, a 1'. G. Chaplain of the Grand Lodge of 

Florida, who died on his mission oi Christian love in the State of Georgia. 

In an appendix tbe Gtand Lodge publishes Anderson's Constitutions for 

the instruction of the c•aft in that jurisdiction. There is also an address on 

the ·• MORAL ASPECTS of FREEMASONRY,'' by Rev. Bro. F.. L. T. Blake, deliv · 

ered before Jackson Lodge, No. r, on the anniversary of St. John the Baptist. 

It is a noble effort, and does honor to the head and heart of· the author, as 

does its adoption and circulation by the Grand Lodge honor the Fraternity in 

that State. 

The proceedings for 1857 contain a report of unusual ability on Jo'oreign 
Correspondence, from the ready pen of Uto. Thomas Brown, a veteran mason 

of some fifty years standing. llis report covers fifty pages. Twenty of these 

page~ are devoted to the discussion of the questions at issue relative to the 

Grand Lodge of Canada; and it is no disparagement to the efforts of other 

committees to say tbat this is the most full and complete exposition of all the 
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bearings of that question that has yet reached your committee. The repon 
closed with the following resolution : 

"Resolvnl, That the Grand Lodge of Florida cordially extend to their breth· 
ren of the Grand Lodge of Canada, the right hand of Fellowship with fraternal 
greeting, and a hearty welcome into the family of American Grand Lodges." 

The report and resolution were unanimously adopted. 

IOWA. 

The Grand Lodge of Iowa sends us, in addition to a well digested report of 

proceedings. a copy of their Constitution and By-Laws, as adopted in t8.t4• 
and revised in 1856. The o!:l and revised Constitutions are printed on par­
allel page,, sv that the alterations are seen at a glance. The Constitution is 
a fine model o£ brevity and comprehensiveness, occupying but two pages, and 
embracing fourteen articles. The by·lawl;-thc old by-laws arranged in forty­
one sections, covers seven pages; the revision more than eight pages, has 
fifty-two sections, and seems to cover all questions likely to arise in a lodge, 
with directions at once definite and in general, judicious. 

The 51st soction is very stringent in its demand upon subordinate lodges 
10 demand of non-affiliated masons the payment of lodge and Grand Lodge 
dues; and in default of such payment, to declare such non-affiliated brothers 
to have forfeited, under that jurisdiction, all the rights and privileges of 
masons. and so return them to the Grand Lodge. This edict is not to apply 
to those who have applied to any lodge for admission and been refused. 
\'our commillce have doubted the wisdom and expediency of so stringent a 
regulation in reference to the non-affiliated, and will be glad to learn what 
may be its practical operation in lowa. The old Constitution admitted Past 
Masters of subordinate lodges to meuobership; the revised code excludes 
them, and very wisely in our judgment. The by-laws a re followed by a con­
densed digest of masonic law of trials and punishments, compiled by the Grand 
Secretary, W. T . S. rarvin, who acknowledges the "material aid" derived 
from Mackey's Principles of Masonic Law, which he takes occasion to cor­
dially commend to his brethren as well worthy of their study, while he dis· 
sents from some of its positions. Three pages are then devoted to rules of 
order, which must be found very effective and convenient for use, and are 
worthy of the careful attention of every Grand Lodge. The same pamphlet 
contains a standdrd form of by·laws and rules of order for the government of 
lodges under dispensation, and are recommended for adoption in the chartered 
lodges. This form is arranged from Morris's model code. The same docu­
ment ~ontains miscellaneous fom1s for all needful purposes, and also an in­

stallation service for the Grand Lodge-a reprint from Mackey's Ahiman 
Rezon. lt is rare that we meet so large an amount of truly masonic legisla· 
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tion and instruction in a pamphlet of fifty pages, with so little material to 

which we are disposed to object. 
The proceedings of the iowa Grand Lodge show a prosperous growth of 

the Order there, which we might reasonably expect to find in connection with 

so mllch enlightened zeal and talent in the administration of Grand Lodge 
affairs. From about6o chartered lodges there were dues paid in to the Grand 

Lodge amounting to more than $ •,8so. For 20 new charters the Grand 

Lodge receives $400, or $20 each. For 23 new dispensations at $10 each $230. 

The whole revenue amounts to $2,574.80. The address of theM. W. Grand 

Master Cotton, is a brief business document; in which besides giving the 

needed information on tbe state of the order, and of his masonic acts, he rec­

O!llmends a cordial recognition of the Grand Lodge of Canada, and urges the 

appointment of some brother to prepare the masonic history of the State. 

The recognition of Canada Grand Lodge was also urged by the Committee on 

Foreign Correspondence. A select committee, of which Bro. ). F. Sanford 

was chairman, reported: 

"That having examined the communication from the Grand Lodge of 

Masons in Canada with much care, and weighed tbe reasons what it sets forth 

as influencing the action of the craft in Canada, as well as giving due respect 

and attention to the opinions and actions of several American and Foreign 

jurisdictions upon this subject, they recommend a cordial rcco,t;niliOJt o.f tlu 

Grand Lodge o(Ca11ada, recently formed, of which Wm. M. Wilson is .Grand 

Master, Md Thos. Bird Harris Grand Secretary. and that they coincide in the 

opinion expressed by the M. W. Grand Master of lowa as to its legitimacy, and 

recommend that a full fraternal intercourse and friendship be extended to sa id 

Grand Lodge of Canada." This report was uttanimously adopted by the 

Grand Lodge. The Grand Secretary of Iowa gives a tabular view of the 

Grand Lodges of the country so far as known, and requests tbe several Grand 

Secretaries to republish the same with the blanks agains t their Grand Lodges 

properly tilled; a request so reasonable, that it is hoped every Grand Secre· 

t/lry will cheerfully grant it. 

The Report on Correspondence is an able document, from the pen of Bro. 
}. F .. Sanford, reviewing the action of twenty-eight Grand Lodges, and also 

the o rganization of the Grand Lodge of Canada. In relation to a subject 

which has excited discussion in Alabama, South Carolina, Mississippi and 

Connecticut, the committee of Iowa thus speak in their review of Alabama: 

"Brother ~ayre, chairman of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, 
enters into a long discussion with l3ro. Pike of A rkan~as, upon the subject of 
allowances being made in favor of distiugui.rh~d gentlemen, who may, under 
certain circumstances, become candidates fo r the mysteries of Masonry. A 
large part of the report is devoted to tbi~ discussion. 

"The Grand Lodge of Soutb Carolina having adopted a regulation to the 
effect that no lodge sbould initiate, pass or raise any one wbo had I)Ot resided 
in the state twelve months, Bro. Mellen, chairman of the Committee on For· 
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~:ign Correspondence of the Grand Lodge of Mississippi, suggested an excep­
tion to thi& ru le in favor of • dist inguished genliemen of known character.' 
Upon this suggestion, Bros. Sayre and Pike, and afterwards Bro. Storer, of 
Connecticut, got into a regular controversy; .Bro. Sayre condemning any ex· 
ception of that kind, and Bros. l'ike and Storer advocating its propriety with 
much ability. The latter brethren are undoubtedly in error upon this ques· 
tion. There should be really no masonic controversy 1lpon a subject of this 
kind ; but since we have sucb disti~<g<ttished precedents, we may as well ex· 
press our views. 

''Whatever may be the opinions of the world as to the privileges a.nd im· 
munities of wealth and honors, Masonry has but one law UJ>On that subject. 
It has prescribed the qualifications and moral fitness of candidates for its mys· 
terie!; in unmistakable language, and whether renowned in civil o r military 
life, o r amidst the unexplored depths of poverty and humble life, if a man 
possesses these, he is entitled to enter its portals. If the wol"ld only shouted 
its hallelujahs ;n the train of virtue, irrespective of extraneous conditions, its 
opinion might constitute a criterion for a society which aims to maintain the 
highest standard of moral requirements. That this is not the case, the history 
of mankind abundantly proves. If these 'distinguished gentlemen' always 
exhibited an activity and zeal in the institution, commensurate with their tal· 
ents and energy out of it, it might answer to regard that distinction as an ele· 
ment of their masonic worth. Experience, however, proves that the great 
labors of every jurisdiction are performed by the humbler workmen, and that 
much of the Eterary excellence which has characterized our publications dur· 
ing the past few years, has been contributed by those who are unknown to 
fortune or to fame. On the other hand, we have known those who were greatly 
distinguished in the various walks of life to prove drones in the hive of 
Masonry.'' 

ln reviewing the report from Delaware, a just tribute is paid to the de· 

ceased Grand )faster Bt:-oth. In reply to the Delaware report, copied above, 

they say: 

''The • Committee of Correspondence,' not having time, as we infe r, to 
make a report. and extend the customary courtesies to the other jurisdictions 
of the United S!ates with \vhich they are in correspondence. pre.~ented a brief 
paper condemnatory of such repoats, and couched in very uncharitable and 
acrimonious language toward .those who have not shared, o r may not share. 
this opinion with them. We cannot think that the Grand Lodge of Dela· 
ware, as a body, approve of "the paper from the Committee on Foreign Corre· 
spondence, which is published in their last proceedings, and we will therefore 
not examine some of the statements contained in it, which from ill temper, or 
want of consideration. do injustice to the practice which it attempts to abuse. 
The brother who wrote this report is in the position of an individual who not 
having expelienced the satisfaction of doing good, and not being able to ap· 
preciat~ its enjoyment by others, wishes to deny them a happiness which is in­
congenial with his own in~tincts and tastes. If he is at a ll familiar with the 
history of Grand Lodge proceedings during the past few years, he must know 
that nothing has contributed moae to the improvement of the craft, and tbe 
enlightened opinions upon Masonic Ju•isprudence which now generally prevail, 
than these reports on I,.oreign Correspondence. In exceptional cases they 
may not have real i~ed to all 1ninds the full idea of able and accomplished dis· 
cussion and review; but this deficiency is rare, and when we reflect that such 
men as Mackey, Ml!llen, Moore, Pike, Morris, Storer and Parvin have made 
them the medium of communicating to the fraternity the rich treasures of 
their well stored minds, we a re more ~han compensated for an occasional dis· 
appointment." 
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The mission of the Masonic Institution is well expressed in the clo~ing pas­

sages of the report, as follows: 

"In the present condition of society in this country, som~ of the primary 
objecL~ of ma~onic association do not exist. In an age of anarchv and dark­
ness, it is not difficult to appreciate the influence of Masonry in cultivating 
and refining the :.ocial element in man, and in exciting a ta:.te and affording 
opportunities for the enjoyment of intellectual pu rsuit.S. lt also diminished 
the barbarities and atoned for the cruelties of the times, and spread its mantle 
of protection and mercy over the weak and ~uffering. 

"But these times have changed-Governments have changed- Society has · 
changed-all through the influence of increased intelligence and advancing 
knowledge. Our country, happy in its peace and freedom. affords a model of 
plenty and individual independence to all the world. 

" In this condition of things, Masonry cannot exhaust itself in the exercise 
of common charity; and since man's physical wants are not sufficient to call 
forth its benevolence, let it afford to the poor, not that' which, in this country, 
they enjoy equally with the rich-whereof to eat and wear-but the fountains 
of knowledge, in the strength of which they may walk forth in the true dignity 
o( human nature, and with which they may render useful services to society." 

Bro. Sanford was raised from the post of Junior Grand Warden, to that of 

M. W . Grand Master; and Grand Secretary T . S. Parvin was appointed chair­

man of the Committee on Correspondence. 

JLLINOIS. 

The Grand Master of Tllinois reports that, in person or by proxy, be bas 

constituted and dedicated twenty-five new lodges, chartered at the last session, 

and granted thirty-eig-ht dispensations Cor new lodges. lllinois had previously 
to this meeting 185 chartered lodges. The Grand Master recommended the 

appointment of a special committee, or a reference to some standing commit­

tee to investigate what he calls" the unfortunate dissatisfaction which bas 

arisen on the part of some of the lodges in Canada towards the Grand Lodge 

of England." II e speaks of those lodges which have united in forming the 

new Grand Lodge as "now in a state of rebelliori." 

The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, in reply to the Grand Master's 

address in relation to this subject, reported," That it is the opinion of your 

committee, that this Grand Lodge at its present session, might better avoid 

declaring a definite judgment in the matter. • • • • We thu!l far have 
heard probably but one side of this question, and might if thus precipitate, do 

great injustice, either to the Canadian masons or to the M. W. Grand Lodge 

of England. ln the opinion of your committee the Canadian lodges from 

their remote position as respects the Grand Lodge of England, and from other 

causes, should be empowered by the proper authority, to have and to hold an 

independent organization; and we have not the shadow of a doubt that this 

family difficulty between the Grand Lodge of England and her Canadian chil· 

dren ";11 be speedily and amicably arranged, if not too ruucb meddled with by 
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outside sympathizer!\ and adviser!\." M. W. James H. Hibbard was elected 
Grand Master; and a vote of thanks tendered to the retiring officer, M. 'IN. 
Wm. B. Herrick. 

An appendix to the proceedings gives the ConRtitution and By·Laws of the 
Grand Lodge, covering only four pages; and lifty·seven Standing Rules or 
Resolutions of the Crand Lodge, as revised and now in force, occupying 
nearly six pages. They publish also an act to incorporate the Grand Lodge 
of Illinois, as amended in 1855· Another part of the Appendix gives a new 
form of Constitution for the Grand Lodge, unanimously recommended to the 
subordinates for their approval; and a new code of Laws, submitted by a 
commiltee, which lies over for future a.:tion. These new forms occupy some 
fourteen pages. Eight pages are occopi<!d by a spirited and eloquent oration 
delivered before the (;rand Lodge by R W. Hosmer A. Johnson, Grand 
.Orator. 

We regret the absence of any report on Correspondence in the proceedings 
of Illinois. Was the omission accidental, Providential, or intenltollal Y 

I NOlANA. 

The Grand Master of Indiana has granted dispensations for opening thir· 
teen new lodges, and tells the Grand Lodge that he is still well satisfied of the 
propriety of granting them. He calls attention to the subject of interchany" 
of Representatives, aR proposed by the Grand Master of New York, and say~· 
"!from the consideration L have given to the subject, 1 have not been able t< • 

see any substantial benefits which can result from it." The receipts of the 

Grand Lodge for the year were SS,68J.so. and the disbursements SS,446·75• 
chiefly in mileage and per diem compensation to officers and members of the 
Grand Lodge, who receive Sz per day for attendance. An im1>ortant report 
on Education was adopted preparatory to future action; but among the nu· 
merous reports of committees, we look in \•ain for one on correspondence. 

KANSAS. 

A new Grand Lodge has been established by three subordinate lodges, char· 
tered in Kansas by the Grand Lodge of Missouri. A preliminary Convention 
was held at Leavenworth, in November, 1855• and adjourned to the 27th day 
of December. The adjourned meeting was attended by representatives from 
two lodges and several other Master Masons. The lodges represented were 
Smithton Lodge, No. 140, and Leavenworth Lodge, o. 150. A resolution 
was adopted to proceed to the organization of a Grand Lodge, and to send a 
copy of proceedings to Wyandot Lodge, No. •53· •equesting their co-opera­
tion. A committee raised to report a Constitution and code of By-Laws, 
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made their report', and in the evening a Grand Lodge was organized and 

Grand Officers elect~d. Bro. Richard R. Reel! was e lected l\f. W. Grand 

ltlaster, and Bro. Chas. T . Harrison, Grand Secretary. On the 17th of March, 
oSs6, Delegates from all the chartered lodges of the Territory, three in num· 

her, assembled in the city of Leavenwonh; when it was 

"Ruolvd, That the action of the Convention held at this place on the ~7th 

of December las t, for the o rganization of a Grand Lodge, be approved by this 
Convention: and that, as Aome doubts have been expressed as to the entire 

regularity of the proceedings of that Convention, on accounL of there not be­

ing a full delegation in attendance from all the chartered lodges in the terri­

tory, that we now proceed to organize a Grand Lodge of Kansas, and that 
the G rand Maste r-elect at that Convention proceed now to open a Goand 

Lodge." 
After the o rganization, a committee was raised, who in the afternonn reported 

a Constitntion and By-Laws. ln the election of ollicers, the same brothers 

w~Jre elected G rand Master and Grand Secretary a~ at the pre1• ious Conven­

tion. The three ~1 asters of chartered lodges installed the l\f. W . G rand 

Maste r Rees, who then appointed the officers that were not e lec tive, and pro­

ceeded to ins ta ll them. The Constitution and 'By·Laws are published with 

the proceedings in a pamphlet of 32 pages. 

On the 14th of july, an adjourned meeting was held; and on the 2oth of 

October, the annual communication, at which the Grand Ma~ter delivered a 

neat address, touching several important subjects worthy o( general circula­

tion. H e says: 

"Nor should 1 pass in silence the vast importance of the s tudy of our noble 
art; too common is the error, that when once we pa~s the ceremonial of our 
O rder our to ils are at an end; you have then but placed your foot upo., the 
~tep which leads you to the entrance of the outeq>Orch; believe me, brethren, 
that when you shall have toiled for yea rs in diggin~ knowledge from the depth 
of science you have but learned in Masonry your lessons of orthography; if 
you suppose that all the science of the craft consists in your ability to oecite 
the ritual, be undeceived at once, fo r every path you tread amid the mazes of 
literature adds something to your stock of knowledge in symbolic art. The 
author who conversed with God on Sinai's mountain, with a ll the patria rchal 
writers, details a fund of true masonic science; the journalist of every year 
from then till now can learn you someth ing of the craftsman's histor\' ; the 
deep researches of geology among lhe hidden my~;terics of the mineral world 
develops facts of vast importance to the Brothethood ; the demonstrati,•e 
science of geomet ry is never learned by one short journey th rough the middle 
chamber. Then let the mason who would know his les!on well, search deep 
the musty storehouse of the learned, and glean from thence important truths 
in true masonic lore. 

"lam proud to say that our Grand l.Qdge already has commenced the 
worthy project of collecting a library of literature in Masonry, and I hope 
to ~ee the time when traveling brothers shall regale themselves amid the 
numerous volumes which supply our well stored shelves with light and knowl­
edge. No better work could be selected for thi~ initiative of a well selected 
library than the Universal Masonic Library of Bro. Robert Morris, who has 
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shown a deep investigation of the subjects of hrs work, and a thorough knowl­
edge of the noble art. A deht of gratitude is due from every maRon to our 
worthy brother for his able and succe>sful efforts in placing the fraternity upon 
the high )>Osition which we justly merit. I hope that every lodge and every 
brother will supply themseh·es with this invaluable work." 

• • • • • • • • • 
"ln the present distu•bed state of political affairs in our country, we are 

often called on to exercise that charity in construing the acts of others which 
our own excesse~. when under the intloence of a high state of excitement, may 
often require; beware then, my brothe•~. that political animosities lind no hold 
among the fraternity; let no JX•litical discussion or feeling enter into your 
lodges, and let all your discus~ions out of the lodge be ma•k<!d by prudence. 
calmness and caution, remembtring that even contending soldiers on the 
bloody field of battle arc sometimes brothers.'' 

A brief but well wriuen report on correspondence was presented by the 

chairman, Bro. L. Ker, he having received only the proceedings of North Car­

olim•. Ohio and Indiana for 18,55· We copy from this report the following: 

"As illustrative of the ix>wer, unity and universality of Masonry, we have 
embodied true fa ct~ that ha\•e recently come to our knowledge. 

"The first given to me at my residence by a worthy brother mason and a 
worthy Minister of the Methodist Church, who had been many years a Mis­
sionary among the ChipJ>awaya Indians and other tribes in the British J'os­
s~sions. lie told me that among the Chippawayan~ he found many masons, 
ancl was himself in their lodges; that all their sign~, grips and passwords were 
the same as ours; and that they were consistent and exemplary as men and 
Christians in their conduct, and that they could not tell him when and by 
whom Masonry was introduced among them; that it was beyond the memory 
of their fathers. 

"The second fnct is from the pen of a British officer, who served with dis­
tinction in the Crimea. and is himself a mason. Being much among the Turks 
and in Constantinople he found many masons among these people, dud was in 
some of their lodges, that they worked as we do. and that with some immate­
rial difference, their sign, ~trips and pa.~swords are the same as ours. But he 
could not find amung them any higher than the Royal Arch. 

''And now, my brethren, look at these facts. There the Indian, the Amer­
ican. the Englishman and the Turk, from the remotest parts of the earth, could 
meet together and work together in love and harmony, and aid, protect and 
defend one another. What a bond of Union I What a ~pirit of Concord I 
A bond long enough to encircle the Globe, and a cord strong enough to bind 
in perpetual amity all nation~, however dissimilar and antagonistic in laws, 
manners and customs, as well as religion. they may be. 

"And trom these. as well as many such facts, do you not, as masons. feel 
encouraged and dete1mined to raise higher the standard of Masonry, and ex­
tend, by your good example, its banners, until they are kissed by every breeze 
of I leaven. And the time may come, in the progres~ of improvement and i.n 
the increaJ<ed facilities of travel and intercourse, that in some gorgeous temple 
of Masonry in Europe or America. the sons of Masonry may meet,' from 
Greenland's icy mountains, and India's coral strand,' and from the ";ld sand 
deserts of Siberia, and from the land of the palm, the olive and the \'ine. 
Stranger events than this are occurring in our world. And how much would 
not such a contingency aid Chri~tianity in consummating her work on earth, 
in turning the swords into ploughshare." and the!>pears into pruning-hooks. by 
bringing di~tant nations into closer intimacy, and by expelling from their 
minds and hearts their mutual prejudices, which di~tance and separation have 
created, and ignorance cherished. 
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"And therefore, my brethren, con~in11e to preserve this bond of unity and 
peace. Think not that this bond is weahned by extension, or paralyzed by 
diffusion ; it is increased and stre11gtflened by both." 

It is devoutTy to he hoped that sentiments like these will pervade and mould 
the ma.~onic lodges of this new territory: and that they may diffuse the true 
principles of Masonry, and spread tbe plastic cement of fraternal affection­
through its great area, along its river valleys, and over its vast prairies, till the 
voice of discord is hushed. and the peaceful pursuits of industry, of education 
and religion shall give ample scope to her entire population. Your committee 
recommend the recognition of the Grand Lodge of Kansas, and submit reso· 
lulions to that effect. 

KENTUCKY. 

Our order in Keorucky seems to press forward in her prosperous career, 
w1th the courage and prowess of a vigorous life. 1!he following passage from 
the Grand Master's address is deserving of special regard: 

"The past action of the Grand Lodge, in relation to the better diffusion of 
masonic literature, and E-Specially your action the last session, in endorsing the 
enterprise of Bro. Morris, styled • The Unh·ersal Masonic Library,' and sub· 
scribing for a set of the same, are con,•incing evidences of the interest you 
have taken in the subject. But few remarks from me, therefore, will suffice 
to increase that interest. The topic of masonic lite rature is becoming univer· 
sally popular among Grand and subordinate Lod~es throughout the world, 
and truly it is a theme worthy of all. Looking only at the United States, 
and ~:stimating its thirty-three hundred lodge~. and near:y a quarter of a mil · 
tion of masons; viewing the immense capacity for usefulness lying dormant 
for want of knowledge in Masonry; contrasting its present with its prospec· 
tive influence, and conceiving that nothing will develop that influence save 
masonic lite rature, we may vainly look for a theme so elevated and so impor· 
tant. 1 am proud to congratulate you that tbe State of Kentucky stands 
foremost in the ranks of masonic States in the extension of masonic literature. 
The publication of the Library, alluded to abovt:, is. I believe, the first at· 
tempt ever made to furnish, in a neat and economical style, all the standard 
works upon Masonry extant. I trust no subordinate lodge in Kentucky will 
attempt to do without it and similar publications. The general diffusion of 
masonic intelligence affects the growth of Masonry in many ways; for whilst 
it enlightens the masonic mind, it increases the mason's Jo,·e for Masonry. 
While it tempL~ the good and true to ask initiation at your portal~. it fore· 
warns the evil to stand aloof, knowing that he will be rejected. It sets up a 
standard of morals, which, if any mason falls short of, the world. as well as 
the fraternity, will mark his errors, and thus the tremendous influence of pub· 
lie opinion will be brought to bear against vice. In brief, I concei\•e that a 
Library of masonic literature in every lodge will prove, just now, a stronger 
safeguard than anything else that can be provided." 

The Treasurer's report acknowledges the receipt of Sr2,05J.o6. The dis· 
bursements of the year were large, paying its officers and Representatives 
mileage and per diem. The total resources of the Grand Lodge are $r8,689·90· 

The report on correspondence apologizes for the inability of the chairman, 
Bro. Robert Morris, to notice i11 ~xlmso, as they deserve, the proceedings of 
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sister Grand Lodges. B e pleads a heavy pressure,of avocations, and trusts 

that in view of the facts, and remembering his more faithful works in pas t 

years the Grand Lodge will accept the apology. H e does no t forget to wei· 

come to fraternal relations the Grand Lodge of Kansas; and gives a thorough 

review, and deserved censu re, of the course pursued by the Grand Lodge of 

Pennsylvania, in refusing to acknowledge the Grand Lodge of New York. 

Resolutions were adopted, recognizing the G rand Lodge of Kansa.s and the 

Grand Lodge of Canada. 

LOUISIANA. 

The proce~dings of Louisiana did not reach the committee till since the 

commencement of this session, and can therefore receive but a limited review. 

One feature we gladly notice is a model table of s tatistics, containing abstracts 

of retu rns from a ll the 35 Grand Lodges of our union, so far as the compile r 

could do th is. The filling up is incomplete; but if the system is adopted in 

all the jurisdictions, we may soon have complete returns. They have also a 

s imilar table 9f the subordinates in their own jurisdiction, with statistics care· 

fully fo<:Jied so as to aid in comple ting general tables fo r the several States. 

Our brethren of Louisiana are zealously enlis ted in securing a Grand Lodge 
H all , which they intend s hall be an honor to the State, and yield a liberal 

revenue from its rents for a C harity Fund. 

The report on Correspondence was presented by Bro. M. H. Dosson, Deputy 
Grand Master, in which he reviews the proceedings of twenty·three Grand 

Lodges. The Grand Lodge of Canada was recognized by the Grand Lodge 

of Louisiana in February, r856; but s ince l\'J assach usetts had decided against 
that Grand Lodge, the committee rev iew with decided abi lity the Massachu· 

setts report, and confi rm their own previous act ion with the more confidence 

after examining what could be said by an a_ble committee on the o ther side. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

The proceedings of this Grand Lodge give us ve ry inte resting correspond­

ence in relation toM. \V. H enry Price, " the fi rst Grand Master of Masons on 

this continent," of whom the Grand Lodge has obtained a portrait, whic: h, 

though painted about one hundred and twen'ty years ago, was in a sufficient 

s tate of preservation to be restored, which has been done, and the picture, 

with an appropriate device and inscription, placed in the West of the Grand 
Lodge room. A n A rm·Chair, formerly belonging to Grand Master Price, was 

also obtained. 
The Grand Master·elect, on assuming the O riental Chair, paid an honorable 

tribute to the retiring officer, who declined a re·election on account of ill health. 

H e also recommends, as a means of promoting personal acquantance, the 
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more frequent celebratiOt) of festive occasions. H e says," In the warrant of 

the c;rand Master of England, appointing, in •733· Henry Price, Grand Master 
of New England, an annual festival is enjoint!d in these terms: • And lastly 
we will and require that our said Proviocial Grand Master of New Eng· 
land, do annually cause the brethren to keep the Feast of Saint john 
the Evangelist, and dine together on that day, or (in case any accident 
should happen to prevent th.eir dining tog~ther on that day) on any other day 
near that time.'" lie shows that our bretho·en in England have continned to 
observe this custom, and suggests that the btethren in the metropolis invite 
their brethren in the country to join them in a celebration on the Evangelist's 

day. He also suggests the propriety of erecting a worthy mon,ument to tbe 
memory of our first Gr<tnd Master, above referred to. Massachusetts gives 
no report on correspondence. 

A special committee made a report adverse to the recognition of the newly 
organized "Grand Lodge of Canada," and resolutions to that effect were 
adopted by the Grand Lodge. 

MINNESOTA. 

The Grand Lodge of Minnesota already numbers eight chartered lodges 
and four u. o. The Grand Lodge received a revenue of S392.50, and has al­
ready in its charity fund $472.06. A revised Constitution was unanimously 
adopted, and is printed with the proceedings. It seems upon a careful exam· 
ination to be a well prepared code, and is creditable to this youthful Grand 
Lodge. No report on correspondence was presented; which we must regret, 
as there is evidence of adequate masonic talent to furnish a good one. The 
R. W. Deputy Grand Master, A. T. C. Pierson, whose vigorous pen is seen 
to advantage in the new Constitution and in other reports, is raised from the 
post of Deputy Grand Master to that of M. W. Grand Master. That he will 
preside well and ~ecure the confidence of the craft, may be inferred from the 
following vote. It was unanimously resolved, 

"That the Grand Lodge of Minnesota present its fraternal thanks to Mr!j. 
Pierson, wife of theM. W. Grand Master, for the skill, labor, and beauty ,,;th 
which she has adorned the Grand Lodge Regalia." 

The address of the retiring Grand Master, M. W. Moses Sheoburn, is an 
able document, and his views upon the question of a national Masonic Con· 
federation and a General Grand Lodge are so much to the point, that we pre­
sent the following extracts: 

"Our brethren in many of the States, have for a long time felt the necessity 
of some national o rganization, before which questions of doubt and vexation, 
arising in the several Grand Lodges of the country, might be finally settled. 
To this end, a convention of masons was held at the city of Wa.~hington on 
the third day of January last, by which articles of confederation were adopted 
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for the purpose of being presented to the Grand Lodges in the United ~tates 
for their acceptance or rejection. The proceedings of thi~ convention, to 
which I call your e.special attention, wi.l be laid before you by the Secretary. 

" I regret to say. that in my opinion, the plan adopted by the convention 
will, in the end, fail to answer .the purpose d~igned. It will, I fear, be found 
a hydra-headed monster, more powerful for evil than good\ Its principal fea· 
ture may be ~<tated generally in a word. lt providt:s that all questions of 
doubt and difficulty arising in various forms and ways among our Grand 
Lodges in the country, may be pre~ented to all the Grand Lodges in the 
United States, and that the opinion of two-thirds of all the Grand Lodges 
shall be final. The first !ltep then necessary to be taken nnder the plan of the 
convention, is to make thirty ·three copies of the case, includina tht: testimony, 
without regard to its voluminous character, and forward a copy to each of the 
;~eveoal Grand l.<>dges of the United States and T erritories. This would gome· 
times he found'"' item of heavy expenst:, but is neve o theless one of the smallest 
objections to the plan pooposed. 

" It is hardly too much to <oppose that one question, at least. would upon 
an average, rise annually in each Grand Lodge. making thirty·four in all, if J 
am correct in my recollection of the number of Grand Lodges in the Unittd 
States and Territories. At le~st double this number may be reasonably an· 
ticipated after the system ~hall have been put in full operation. Hut a~sutn · 
ing the number of case~ to he thirty three only, tht:n each and every Grand 
Lodge of the United States will have before it. :11 it'< annual communication, 
thirty ·three causes for solemn trial and determination. If these cau~es are fully 
heard, discussed and tried, it may be assumed that they will occupy each 
Grand Lodge, upon an average. one-half day for t:ac-l1 cause: making in all 
sixteen and one·half days in addition to the time necessary to transact its 
legitimate business. If I am correct in these assumptions, it requires no ar· 
gument to prove that the plan 1\;11 prove a failure. The <1nestions presented 
must he passed upon ha;;tily, and without due consideration. or be entirely 
negh:cted. I am aware it onay be said that the estimate of the di~puted ques· 
tions is too large, and during the first year or two, it may prove 1-0; but let no 
brother trust to his hope of a millennium under the plan proposed. or any o the r 
plan, until he shall "·itnes~ a radical change in the character of man. When 
the right of appeal s hall he established, there will be found no want of paoties 
desiring to availthem~ell'es of it." 

• • • • • • • • • 
"The plan, howe,•er, is recommended by a convention of excellent men, 

and masons, having the good of the l~raternity at heart, and was adopted by 
them as a compromise between honest, but conflicting opinions. I would not 
advise, under such circumstances, that it should not oeceive 11 trial; but in the 
hope that an allrmpt to act under it may elicit mooe attention to our real 
wants in this respect, I would almost recommend that it receive your fa\'or­
able consideration. 

"It has alway~ seemed to me that a Geneoal Grand Lodge, foomed by rep· 
re;entatives from the diffeocnt Grand Lodges, having app<!llate jurisdic tion 
within certain specified limits. would add infinitely to our harmony and pros· 
perity. The time is fast approaching when something of the kind will be in· 
dispensable to the well being of our order. It is steadily opposed by many 
of our ablest and best brethren, but l have not heen fortunate enough to see 
the rea.~ons for their opposition. Tt is ~aid that the leading objection made to 
some proposition o f the kind is, that it would be dangerous to confer !O much 
power upon a gre~t central ooganization. As to the centrali1.ation of power, 
we may be permitted to believe, "ith all due deference to our brethren, that 
their fears are excited without snfficient cause. Masonry i~ , in its government, 
a constitutional elective monarchy. As the election returns once in each year, 
the authority of the Master and the Grand Master has never been found op· 
pres.sive, a nd ha,q rarely, if ever, been wilfully abused. We need a General 
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Grand Lodge in this country for the same reasons that our brethren of one of 
the Kingdoms of Europe need a Grand Lodge. We can, aR individual ma· 
son!\, with as much Rafety, trust our representa tives in a General <:rand Lodge 
as in a G rand Lodge. The peculiarity of our civil government originates a 
necessity which ha.• no precedent in the his tory pf Masonry. W e find amongst 
us numerous independent T erritorial JurisdictionR, at the same time that we 
are all living under the same civil government, and feeling almost instinctively 
that we s hould all acknowledge obedience to some masonic s upreme head. 
We feel constantly the neces.•ity of some general laws that shall apply equally 
to all, and yet thi;; is impo~sible, because all of our lodges can never agree. 
A representative government, or one of delegated power, is the only free gov· 
emment which can exist. The masses can never legislate, even when assem· 
bled together. Jt would become more impos~ible when separated. into thirty 
or forty differ~nt bodies. . · 

"A General Grand Lodge could not be corrupt, for it 11;11 have no treasury. 
It wiiJ have neither money or lands to give or take. It will not be in its 
power to confer honor, nor can It take it away, unless the settlement of a prin· 
ciple shall convict a brother of wrong. Its labors must conl\ist in putting 
an end to questions of difference amongst our various Grand Lodges, and 
thereby perfecting those ru les and laws which direct us how we may best·work 
and be~t agree. The whole matter is, however, before you, and will, J trust , 
receive that consideration which its importance demands." 

His objections to the p roposition of New York for exchange of representa· 
tives are very sensible, but our limits forbid extracts. 

On the questions embraced in the above extracts, a special committee re­
ported as follows: 

"The committt:e to whom was referred that portion of the Grand Master's 
address, relative to a Confederation of Grand J..odges. have had the same 
under consideration and would respectfully report. That for the able and 
cogent reasons set forth in the address, the plan for a confedera tion as _pro· 
po"ed is in our opinion entirely impracticable. 

'' Vour committee would funher report that in their opinion there exists an 
urgent necessi ty for the establishment in the United States of a General Grand 
Body (Lodge} to whom can be referred for adjudication, all difff'rences that 
may ari•e between Grand Lodges, and such other questions as the good of 
Masonry demands should be decided by general authority. \'our committee 
would suggest that such body be composed of one del_egate chosen by each 
Grand Lodge, whose actual expenses should be paid by the Grand Lodge he 
may represent. Said body to meet bi or tri·annually. 

These resolutions in our judgment are worthy of earnest attention. If the 

national confederation fails, as we have ever supposed it most probably would, 
then it seems to us the time bas come to make one more decided effort for a 
General Grand Lodge. Why shall it not be formed by delegates that may 
meet at the time and place of the next Triennial session of the General Grand 

Chapter in 1859? What say the Grand Lodges of the country to this propo· 
s ition ? 

MICHIGAN. 

The Grand Lodge of Michigan reports a revenue for the year ending with 
last December of nearly ,$2,000, and the pay roll of its o fficers and members 
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amounted to $793·55· The address of M. W. Ceo. C. Munro, Grand Master, 

is quite brief, and limited chief! y to hi~ official acts and co.rresponclence. The 

report on correspondence is a sensible document of 2 r pages, noticing frater· 

nally ·25 Grand Lodges. In relation to the Canada movement, the committee 

give a synop1>is of the report of Massachusetts, which they say is" able" and 

treats" very fully" the subject. The Committee on Grievances reported that 
in consequence of the amount of business referred to them, they could not 

give this subject the attention its importance demanded; aod they moved the 

reference of it to the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, to report at the 

next regular meeting. I\ I. W. Levi Cook was elected Grand Master; R. W. 

James f en ton was re·elected Grand Secretary, and is chairman of the Com· 

rnittee on Foreign Correspondence, ~.r·o.fficio. 

MISSOURI. 

The address of the Grand Master of Missouri has the following remarks on 

a subject of real importance: 

I learn from the report of the D. 0. G. Master, of the 19th District, that in 
Lodge No. r 17 sorr.e unhappy difficulties exist, threatening its dissolution. 
The difticulty has grown out of a misunderstanding of pecuniary contracts be· 
tween some of the members. A portion of the lodge contending that a lodge 
has no jurisdiction over contracts between individual members, referring all 
such to the judiciary of the country as the proper tribunal for adjustment. 
My opinion was asked upon the subject, and in reply I held the following to 
be correct, ba.•ing my opinion upon the ancient charges, viz: "Never taking 
a legal cmu se, but when the· case cannot be othorwi~e decided- the Maste r 
aod brethren should kindly offer their mediation, which ought to be thank­
fully submitted to by the contending brethren, and if that submission is irn· 
practicable, they must however carry on their process without wrath or rancor, 
saying or doing nothing whirh may hinder brotherly lo,·e.•· A rs11ing from 
this. that no good mason, should wish any advantage over his brother, and if 
nothing but evenhanded justice is desired, l know of no place better than a 
lodge of my brethren to mt:tti it out; alxo, that no l.Hother should desire to 
get any advantage of another by the techni~:alities or nncertaintie~ of the law; 
hence I can scarcely conceive of a case growing out of a misunderstanding of 
contracts that justifies btethren in going to law \\ith each other. "Justice in 
~ great measure, constitute~ the r~:al good m~n; therefore it should be the in· 
variable practice of every mason never to deviate from the minutest principles 
thereof.'' ll olding, thercfo te, th~t all should peaceably submit to the reason· 
able awards of their brethren, reserving the right of appeal to the Grand 
Lodge; and any brother who is unwilling to abide such a decision, is unworthy, 
and should be dealt with for insu.bordination. 

Equally practical are hi.; views on another vital subject: 

Is our glot·ious Confederacy, under which we have flourished, threatened 
witlo dissolution? Let masons but do their duty. and all ~he power~ of earth, 
togt!ther with all the machinations of evil men, cannot cause this noble edifice 
to shake. Look what a bond of union, extending from Maine to Florida, from 
Massachusetts to Oregon, all .. bound by their tenure to obey the moral law, 
and to be obedient subjects to the Constitution and laws of the land in which 
tbey reside." Where is the mason who does not regard the perpetuity of our 
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Union as a paramonnt question? Who would not shed his blood, if nects· 
sary, to uphold and ~ustain its constitution? 

These things bt!ing true, who doubts the perpetuity of our go\·ernment? Is 
there a mason hailing from the land of the Puritans, who so far forgets his 
duty as to ~ct law at defiance, and attemvt to propagate his political creed by 
force of arm:~, although advised to that course by the degenerate ~ons, dese­
crating the sacred desk of their Puritan father11? Or is there a ma. .. on hailing 
from the sunny South. proverbial for honor, generosity and benevolence, that 
is willing to sacrifice this temple of freedom, upon the altar of ambition? No, 
rather let all mason~ who enter upon the political arena. carry emblazoned on 
their banners the wreath of lily work, speaking peace, and the e mblem of right 
hands joined denoting fidelity to our common country. Let us not, my bretb· 
ren, indulge in harsh epithets towards each other, althoogh we may be found 
connected with all political parties; let our truly masonic virtues nevE'r be 
lost sight of; "let no motive cause us to swerve from our duty, violate our 
vows, or betrdy our trust." 

In relation to the Grand Lodge of Canada. he recommends caution, and ex­

presses doubts whether they can lawfully recognize it till they learn what 

course England will pursue in relation to it. 

The report on correspondence seems to have been subject to some discus· 

sion and amendment. The portion adopted treats with considerable ability 
vaoious subjects which arise in the correspondence of other Grand 1--od~tes, 

and notices traternally most of those bodies, ou r own among others, in which 

they pay us a handsome compliment. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

TheM. W. lchabod G. Jordan gave a very brief address, limited chiefty to 

his official acts, with a brief allusion to Canadian affairs, which he reco m· 

mended sbooJd be submitted to a committee. He declined re·electio n. The 

report on correspondence, by Bro. John Chri~tie, notice,; 26 Gmnd Lodges, 

from some of which are extended quotations. A committee, of which llro. 

Christie is chairman, reportt!d in favor of re(oaining from any opiuion on the 
subject until advised of the action of the Grand Lodge of England; and that 

in the mean ·time, no recognition of, or intercourse should be had with the 

••said Grand Lodge of Canada." 

NEW \'ORK. 

The address of Grand Master Evans is able and extends through rS closely 

printed pages. li e ~till holds views adverse to the recognition of the Canada 

Grand Lodge. H e speaks with just pleasure of the action of Mis~h;sippi the 

last year, in recognizing the body over which hi! so ably presides as the legiti· 

mate Grand l--odge of New York. The revenue of this Grand Lodge is more 

than St6,ooo, and all the elements of pro:.perity seem to be progr.:ssive. 
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The report on corre~pondence is from the practiced pen of Dro. Finlay M. 
King, the accomplished ~enior Grand Warden, who for many years has hon· 

01ed the Grand Lndge of New York and greatly benefited the crafl through· 

out the country, by his able dil'Cussions of all subjects \\"hich have engrossed 

attention, and has given us more information in relation to Foreign Grand 

Lodges than any other (;land Lodge proceedings of our Union. The report 

this year expresses regret that the committee, from absolute want oF lime, are 

unable to notice some of the proceedings of twenty-three Grand Lodges ~ ~­

ceived by them, limiting their review to those of fifteen ::itates and Territo lies. 

Two )>ages of the review are devoted to Maine, and the committee pay com· 
pliments to this Body and the reports of your committee, which modesty for­

bids us to copy. 

The committee treat of Canadian affairs at considerable length, and give 

historical data of interest in relation to the formation of the first independent 

Grand Lodges of this country. Their views relative to the whole question 
a..-e p1actical and conservative, and coincide with those entertained by the 

Grand Lodge of Maine. Wlf give the following extract: 

''We are not advised that any specific action has been taken by the Pro,•in­
cial Grand Lodge re~pecting this \'ery important movement; but it is e\•ident, 
from their official proceedings at the half yearly meeting held in Toronto on 
the 23d of October, that it is rega1ded by them as a plain rebellion; for the 
Grand 1.-odge then adopted a resolution: ·That the Grand Lodge of England 
be earnestly requested to entertain, with.1ut lo~s of time, the petitition of this 
Grand Lodge, forwardod to the Grand ::iecretary so long back as DectJmber, 
1853• as this Grand Lodge cannot but feel that the vital interests of Masonry 
in Canada are at a stake.' And the Provincial Grand Master was requested 
to notify the members of the faithful lodges not to permit the visits of persons 
f1om the renouncing lodges. Tbe Provincial G1and Lodges and the newly 
formc:d body are, therefore, in direct antagonism. 

" Taking all the circumstances together, we hardly think there i~ a parallel 
case in masonic history. The declaration of independence by Lhe thirteen col· 
onie~ of this country, found Provincial Grand Lodges, de1iving their powers 
fro111 different sou rceR, covering the whole territory. There was not then, 
(July 4· 1776,) an Independent Grand Lodge in America. We believe that 
the fin;t Independent G 1and Lodge in this country was that of Georgia, which 
was o1ganized in the month of December, 1776. Its organi1.a tion wa~ differ· 
ent from that in Canada, in this. that while Samuel Elliott, its Provincial 
G1and Master. relinquished his right to preside over the cralt in that State or 
P1ovince. Sir Allen 1 • Me ' ab, in the Upper Canadian Province, and T. 
Douglass Harrington. Esq., in the Lower Province, are in the full exercise of 
powe1s conferred upon them by the Grand Lodge of England. The Grand 
Lodge of Massachusetts took upon itself an independent attitude on the 8th 
of l\larch, t777· The l'rovintial Grand Lodge to which this succeeded, had 
become defunct by the death of its Grand Master. the lamented Gen. Wanen. 
The appointment of this eml11ent mason. patriot and soldier, had been con­
fer1ed upon him by the G1aod Lodge of Scotland. There was, at the !lame 
time, and until 1792 continued to be, a Provincial Grand Lodge in that State, 
holding fealty to the Grand Lodgt: of England. Both were in the exercise of 
the functions of a Grand Lodg ... by the issuing of charters and establishing 
new lodges, &c., but there was this material difference between that case and 
the one now presented in Canada; that the people of Massachusetts, who were 
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de facto, the civil power thereof, had declared that te rritory a sovereign and 
independent State; while in Ganada there is no pretence l>ut that the sov· 
ereignty belongs to. and is unqualifiedly exercised by, Great Britain. The only 
other Grand Lodge which th1ew off foreign control prior to the recognition of 
our sovereignty by Great Britain ht:rself, in the Treaty of Paris, September 2J. 
1783, was Virginia. This was formed on the 13th day of October, 1778. and 
amons: the reasons for its formation as set fo rth uy tht: Convention of Lodges 
out of which it ultimately g rew, were the foiiO\\;ng. viz: 

"•First., We find that the lodges in this :-)tale hold their charters under 
five distinct and separate authorities, viz: the Grand Master of England, Scot­
land, Ireland, Pennsylvania and America (the la.;t at second hand); of course 
all have an equal right to appoint their Deputies, who can claim no authority 
over those not holding this principle. Therefore, any difference a•ising be­
tween lodges holding diffe rently, cannot be settled for want of a common 
uibunal. For the same reason, the craft can never meet in annual communi­
cation, manifes ting that brotht:rly love and affection, the di~tinguishing charac­
teristics of Masonry from the beginning. ~u.,;h divided and subdivided 
authority can neve r be productive to the real good of the craft. 

" ·Secondly. V've cannot discover, upon inquiry, that Masonry hal< ever 
derived any benefit from the foreign appointment of a Grand Maste r in tbis 
country, tbey being as little known, and as little acknowledged. 

"• Thirdly. Being at this time without a !:;upreme, and so circumstanced as 
to render it impossible to have recourse to the Grand Lodge beyond the sea, 
l'hould any abuses creep into lodges, or should any body of the brothethood 
he desirous of forming a new lodge, there is no settled authority to apply to. 
ln this case we are of opinion that a Grand Lodge is a matte r of necessity. 

•• •Fourthly and lnstly-We find upon re&ord, that the Grand Lodges of 
England, Scotland and Ireland, founded their original right of election upo.n 
tbeir sole authority, by mutual consent, dis tinct and separate from all foreign 
power whatever.' 

"The reasons first s tated above for the course which the author~ proposed 
to pursue, are much the same as those declared by the btethren at Hamilton, 
Canada \Vest, though the others are somewhat different, and we think more 
potent. We think it "ill ue conceded, ~hat if the o.:currenc~ of any ordinary 

.circumstances, short of the implied or txpress consent of l!:ngland, could jus-
tify the organi1.ation of.-. sove1eign Grand Lodge, it would b<: those wh\t,;h are 
here enumerated, as having existed in the case of Virginia; but they were not 
snfficient, even in the estimation of those ardent republicans who were en­
gaged in that movement. One of those conting6 ncies must happen which are 
provided for by tbe Ancient Landmarks or by the organic Jaws from which 
the constituent lodges severally derivtd their exisrence; that is, the govern­
m<::lll must be changed so that the masonic bodies recognize the rnling power· 
de facto; or the consent of the parent body be obtained; or the ·Provincial 
Grand Lodge n111~t cease to exist, which it does by the death, resignation, sus­
pension or removal of the Provincial G-rand Maste r. Two o[ these contingen· 
cies had happened in the case of Virginia; one of which they decla red before 
organizing their Grand Lodge, and made it one of the tb ree fundamental 
grounds upon which only they felt authorized to proceed to the organization 
of the Grand Lodge. vi1.: • I L is the opinion of this COIWt ntion, that the power 
and authority of Corneliqs Harnet, Esq., as Deputy Grand Master of A mer­
ica does not now exist.' We will simply ask the question here: Have any 
of these circumstancts arisen in the case of Canada? W e think not. The 
political govemment ha~ not been changed; the consent of the parent body is 
entirely wanting; nor ha~ the Provincial Grand Lodge ceased to exist. Is it 
not the fact, that every officer and member of the newly formed body. has 
been obligated to support the Constitutions of the Grand Lodges they have 
tespectively renounced? This will not be denied, and yet one of the funda­
mental laws requires them to' submit to the Constitutions,' and pay respect 
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to the regularly constituted masoni.c authorities under whtch they were made. 
Is it submitting to those Constitutions, or paying respect to those authorities, 
to establish, or seek to establish, other, independent and hostile authorities, • 
within their own jurisdiction? we think not, nor do we think that any argu · 
ments can prove it so to be. The very arguments used by our Canadian 
brethren who have undertaken this enterprise show that they renounce and 
disclaim the authority and constitution of tbe Grand Lodge.s under which 
they were made, and in whose jurisdictions they are seeking to form this in· 
dependent body. Suppose, in New York, that some of our brethren should 
become dissatisfied with their masonic government, and should form the be-
lief that their condition would be improved by the formation of another Grand 
Body, can the idea be tolerated for a moment, that they slrould be allowed to 
form a Grand Lodge of their own? and yet a recognition of the legitimacy of the 
'Grand Lodge of Canada,' would clearly establish this principle. It may be 
contended that a Provincial Grand Lodge is not a Grand Lodge. This we 
think is an error; true it is, that the greater part of the Provincial Grand 
Lodges which are scattered over the world have power to frame laws for their 
own government, and of making regulations for the guidance of their lodges, 
provided that they are not inconsistent with the constitution of the Supreme 
Body; this power is expressly given to the Provincial Grand Lodges of England. 
A very similar rule governs the Grand Lodges, Grand Chapters and Grand 
Encampments of the United States, in their relations with superior autbori· 
ties,-with the only difference in respect to our Grand Lodges, that rheir laws 
are subject to the Ancient Landmarks, instead of to t he constitution of an 
existing body. It will hardly be contended that these are not Grand Bodies. 

"There is another aspect of the case that the Grand Lodge. of New York 
cannot overlook. It has heretofore specifically recognized the regularity and 
legitimacy of the Provincial Grand Lodges of Canada, by the appointment of 
representatives to each, and those representatives are now in the full exercise of 
their diplomatic functions. Before we shall recognize a body that is estab­
lished in defiance of, and in hostility to, their conceded authority, it will be 
our duty to withdraw the credentials of these representatives, because we 
cannot at the same time fellowship with both. We must decide w!ti~h we 
shall recognize, and if this decision bas been made, as is the fact, it puts an 
end to the discussion. It will be time enough for us to recognize the • Grand 
Lodge of Canada,' when we shall admit the rule, so earnestly contended for, 
by persons having othl!r interests to subserve near at home,-that two Grand 
Lodges may co-exist in the same territory. 

"ln making these remarks, we do not wish it to be understood that we do 
not desire the formation of a Grand Lodge in Canada. So far from this, we 
sincerely believe that the best interests of Masonry would be promoted there­
by. We would greet its officers and members with heartfelt joy, could this 
be properly done when it is done. Further than this, we would urge upon the 
Grand Lodge of England the gjving of her consent to the consummation of 
this object. It would be an act of magnanimity that she could well afford, 
and she would receive for this act the warm congratulations of the Grand 
Lodges of this Union." 

OHIO. 

This great State sends us another massive document of more than 300 

pages, full freighted \\;th masonic labors 'commensurate with her ample terri· 
tory and extended ju1isdiction. Her chartered lodges are numbered up to 

276, with fourteen marked u. D-; with a Grand Lodge revenue of nearly 
$8,ooo. Her initiates the last year are 2,27 5, and she has raised nearly .2,000. 

She reports a membership of 10,290. 

17 
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TheM. W. Grand Master in his address intimates danger to Masonry from 

the influx of those who have been the round of other secret societies. Aftet 

speaking of that ~tate of public feeling which has given risu to so many ~.:crel 

societies, he says," The efTect of all this upon our ins titution is exceedingly 

unfortunate. 11 i:~ flooding iL with a kind of matcti.ll nnt fit fo r our building 

- not of the right shape- nor has it any of tho: m:nb of su~h wotknltm upon 
it as produce specimens that would come together in our edifice " 'ithout the 

aid of metal tools. There is great' drurger, also, of the beautiful proportions of 

our edifice being destroyed by thi.~ hadly wrou,::ht material." 

Seven pages of the report are de\'oted to" beautiful tribute to the memory 
of R. W. jAMES D. CAt, t>WKt.t., late Grand Secretary uf tho: Grand Lodge, 

who died December '7• tl:IS4• in the sixtieth year of his :1ge; full of honors, 

not onJy as a mason but as a man, a magistrate, and a Christian. The follow· 

ing passage is interc~ting for its facts, and a good specimen of the style of his 

biographer: 

On the 26th of May, 18J8, he received, at my hands, the Red Cross and 
Templar's degrees, when he became a member of Lancas te r Encampment, and 
so continued up to his death. The Orders of Christian Knighthood are sttik· 
ingly calculated to inftuence a mind that is religiously pre·disposed; they had 
just such an effect npon him, I presume, because he found in them the 11 ue 
type which ancient Masonry symbolized, and realized in the wonders of the 
Cross, and the surpassing marvels of the Sepulchre, the veritable subs tance 
of its representative ritual. If such were his Coll\•ictions, no man bas the 
right to impugn the congruity of his reasoning ; and it would appear very 
probable that they were, because not long afterward he avouched the: strength 
of his be.lief by uniting himself with the Protes tant Episropal Church at Chil· 
licothe. In this connection [ recall, with pleasure, an incident of his memory, 
which will come gratefully to the appreciation of some, and should com~ with 
respectfltl consideration to the apprehensions of all. ! I e entertained an a bid· 
ing veneration for the" Great Light" in Masonry, not n. theoretical but prac­
tical veneration. He made this volume his companion at home and abroad : 
and in starting upon the circuit of his courts, he would as readily have forgot­
ten to pack up his clothinR and his briefs, as to neglec t his pocket-bible; he 
read it habitnally and earnestly. because he revered it profoundly; and who 
can tell, save him and God, while searching its sacred pages fo r testimon)• of 
Him, who is" the way, the truth, and the Life," how often the ever-lovi11g 
Creator drew near to his c reature thus dutifuJly employed. to flash upon his 
reading the radiant light of the Spirit world, and to confirm and strengthen 
within him those truthful, gentle graces, which were his c rowning adornment 
as a mason, and none the less so as a Christian man. 

The report on correspondence occupies forty pages, :tnd is made up largely 

of extracts from other Grand J .odges, arranged under distinct topics. Wto copy 

a page under one of its topics which will show the manner of lhe repott, and 

at the same time the voice of the Grand Lodge upon a vital question. 

lMMOR.ALtTv.-ln all the lodge.~. a more determined opposition is rnanif.,;t.:d 
to immorality in the conduct and demeanor of the brethren. and a resolution 
to compel the subordinate lodges to enforce the obser\'ance of good morals. 
than heretofore; intemperance. profanity, gambling, and duelling, have met 
the most determined opposition. 
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In Florida, the Grand Lodge unanimously resolved," that it is the duty of 
every W. M. to reprimand, in open lodge, any member guilty of intemperance ; 
and if any member after such reprimand, shaH again be guilty, he shaH be 
snspended or expeHed. And if any lodge shall fail, or ref11se to execute the 
foregoing resolution, their charter shall be taken from them." 

The Grand Lodge of Iowa resolve, " that they will sustain any subordinate 
lodge should it suspend. or expel any of its members for keeping a dram shop, 
or for selling intoxicating liquors as a beverage." 

The M. W. G. M. of North Carolina says, "a good mason's heart sickens, 
and sinks within him, when he hears a mason taking the name of God in vain; 
when he sees him plunging into the deadly hilarities of the intoxicating wine 
cup; and when he sees him, in the panoply of a just and upright mason, at 
the gaming table. In an age so enlightened as this, with a code of moral 
ethics to which the world has free access, it would be regarded as ridiculous 
mockery to pretend to so much morality, if it is to be disregarded in the daily 
practice of our Jives." 

The Grand Lodge of Alabama resolve that the retail traffic in alcoholic 
drinks is demoralizing in its tendency-opposed to the principles of the Order. 
and therefore inconsistent with the masonic character. 

The Grand Lodge of Iowa say-" Whereas the vice~ of gambling anc.l in· 
temperance are in direct violation of masonic principles and morality-and 
calculated, when indulged in by members of the Order, to bring reproach upon 
the fraternity; Resolved, that the subordinate lodges be required to bring to 
an immediate account any member who is known to indulge in these prac· 
tices." 

The Grand Lodge of Arkansas resolve "that any kind of gambling, profane 
swearing. and the intemperate use of ardent spirits, is unmasonic, and that 
such as are guilty of this unmasonic conduct be subject to admonition, sus· 
pension, or expulsion." In reference to this resolution, the Grand Master 
says: "Let the world see we retain no gambler, drunkard, or profane swearer, 
or Sabbath·breaker, in our membershi~arry out the resolution above cited, 
and we will compel the world to believe that no man can be a mason but a 
GENTI.EMAN." 

The Grand Lodge of South Carolina resolve that the practice of duelling 
is repugnant to the spirit of Freemasonry, and in all cases where two brethren 
resort to this mode of settling their disputes. it becomes the duty of the lodge, 
or lodges, of which they are members, forthwith to expel them from all the 
rights and privileges of Masonry. 

The Grand Master of California. suspended two masons for being engaged 
in a duel, and the lodges subsequently confi rmed his acts by expelling them. 

The Grand Lodge of Louisiana resolved" that it is the imperative duty of all 
masons carefully, and at all time.~. to abstain from gambling, profane swearing, 
intemperance, and evil !!peaking." 

The Grand Lodge of Oregon resolved that profane swearing is a vice as un· 
becoming the character of a Freemason as a Christian ; and that it is the 
bounden duty of Masters and members of lodges to exert their power and in· 
fluence for its suppression among the fraternity; and i£ pel'sisted in, the 
offending brother should be subjected to discipline. That slander, and evil 
~peaking by brethren, one of another, is alike unbecoming the character of a 
Freemason and a gentleman, and that it is cowardly and dastardly, and good 
an:! sufficient cause for expulsion from the Order. Both these resolutions 
were previou~ly adopted by the Grand Lodge of Maryland, and copied from 
their proceedings. 

The Grand Lodge of Maryland also adopted a resolution, that it is recom· 
mended to the lodges to p rohibit the use of spirituous liquors in their several 
lodges. 
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The report is signed by P. G. Master Bierce as chairman. In the close of 

the report, he informs us that, on the 22d of May, 1854, being then Grand 

Master of Masons in Ohio, he addressed a letter to theM. W. Grand Masters 

of France. England and Ireland, recommending an universal Congress, to be 

composed of delegates from each of the Grand Lodges in the Universe to a,,. 

semble in Paris or London, to compare work, to extend fraternal intercoun;c, 

increa.se mutual confidence and reSJ)CCt. and universalize Masonry. After con· 

sultation, Prince Murat, M. W. Grand Master of I•' ranee. replied-" I propose 

to call a Universal Congress of the Freemasons of the whole world, at l'alis, 

in the month of June, 1855• at the time oi the great Exhibition of Univl!rsal 

Indus try. 

1 cherish the hope that all Masonic Grand Bodies \\ill be represented at it, 

and share in the important labors that will engage its attention. I hope you 

will endeavor to be present at this Congress. I desire it the more, as it will 

give me the opportunity of renewing the ties of fraternity which bind the 

Masonry of the United States to that of France." 

The Congress here referred to, is the one to which allusion was made in ou r 

last year's report. The Grand Lodge of Ohio as well as our own, received 

intelligence of the call of theM. W . Grand Master of !-' ranee too late to ~hare 

in the labors of the Congress. They speak approvingly of the results of that 

meeting. and copy its ten important propositions; all of which the committee 

say they heartily approve, except the seventh, which proposes that the Masters 

of lodges shall communicate to candidates the words, s igns and grips of the 

Scottish and modern rites. 

ORF.GON. 

The Report on Correspondence of Oregon occupies but two page~. The 

committee acknowledge the receipt of proceedings from nineteen (;rand 

Lodges, and say," They contain the usual variety of interesting masonic Intel 
ligence; but with the single exct:ption of Olir Sister Grand Lodge of Califo r· 

nia, nothing requiring special attention from your committee." They cordially 

extend the right hand of fellowship to the new Grand Lodge of Canada. 

One page of the proceedings is devoted to 

TilE I'RATEll.NAL OEAU. 

Seven of these had fallen in the late Indian wars that hav't: ravaged portions 

of that frontier territo ry. 

RHO DE ISLAND. 

The S tate of Rhode Island, though small in territory, has large and gene r 

ous masonic heart . The report on correspondence is brief, but sensible and 
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fraternal. F.xtens ivequotatio ns are made fro m the d ecisions of Gmnd Master 

llubbard, of Ohio, wh ich we published in a former report. The committee 

also give the nutlines of th~o: Virginia plan fo r a W o rking Lodge or Lodge of 

lnMructi(ln . The ronunittee speak disappmvingly o f the plan of a National 

Confedcmtion. The Grand Ma~ter. M. W. Oliver Johnson, thus discourses 
111 his annual message : 

·• krethren, we as l'ree and Accepted Masons, ought to aim at a high stand­
ard of murals. W e should at all limes be exceedingly cautious in our carriage 
'""1 c·tmducL We 1'hould "practice those dutie:< o ut of the lodge which we 
have heen taught in it." If o w vainfulto the si~ht of an upright mason to 
ueholcl a hrothcr s taggering from the effects of intoxication; how grating to 
1 he ea r to hear him take the name o f God in vain. A masonic writer has truly 
remarl.ed. that" the more prominent features of a true mason's character, are 
literally marked with the highest beauties. They are s uch :1." wilJ survive the 
ru in~ of :t pe ris hable world. and s hine with increa~ing luslle, when time shaH 
hav" lll!en merged in the o<'ean of ~temity. 

·• If such are the excellencies o f our ln~titution. and s uch the injunctions 
we, as masons, artl under. to improve all those faculties whic h H eaven has 
bes towed tn r~nder nnr~elvcs and o the rs hnppy, by forming and supporting a 
rhara•·ter pure and blamele~.s before (;(\() and man, ho w circumspect should 
we e•·e r he fnund: how •crupnlou~ to maintain the true diguity of our profes­
~it)n ! An habitual practire nf justice, eqni ty, truth, benevolence, charity and 
~nhriety ~hould ever appear <'Ons picuous in tJilr lives, shed a lustre on our ac­
tions. and adurn f•ll r public and private walks. The who)~ tenor of life should 
manife~tly appear to be the fruit of an honest, ~incere and upright heart . 
l.:al'h m~nly feeling uf the soul sho uld s we ll with those tender emotions of 
j!ratitudt' and l uvt~, whic-h rnee t and mingle in kindred spirits. Such a life and 
conduct would draw benedictions fro m the adamantine bearr ." 

TENN~SSEE. 

The I. rand MnMer of T ennessee, l\1. W . Jo hn S. Dashiell, devotes a page 

uf his message to a re view of the merits of P. G. 111. THoMAS CLAtnoRNR, 

the first Grand Master o f Tennes.~ee, elected rSq, from which we select the 

fo llo wing: 

" lte wa..~ in the C reek War with (;enerals Jackson and J o hnson; and was 
the personal fri end and warm admirer o f the Conne r during his entire public 
rareer, enjoying his confidence and fri endship in the tnost serious trials, public 
nnd private, of his remarkable life. for much the larger portion of his life, 
he was a professor of the religion of Christ. and never he.~itated to express 
his convictions of doctrine and duty wherever opportunity o ffered-from the 
pulpit when there were no ne othe rs to fill it, in the religiou~ assembly, the 
family circle, and wherever the occasion in his estimation demanded it at his 
h:ands. No o ne could mbta ke his convictions on this or any other s ubject ; 
for they were e1·er clearly. forcibly and fearl essly stated, without regard to the 
praise o; blame of men. lle wa.~ a man of positive mind, and never occu­
pied a negative po•ition. ll nnesty was the conspicuoull trait of his character, 
"hich was ever awarded him by his most decided opponents, even in the heat 
o f discussion and amid the most serious severances o f friendship, or religious 
and political fellowship, that marked his long nnd often sorely tried life." 

Tenne.~see publishes her Grand Lodge Cons titution. also the edicts and re· 

~ol ves as revised in r856. 
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The report on correspondence occupies thirty-two pages, noticing with brief 

comments what they deem important. Their notice of Maine is very frater­

nal. They disapprove the plan of a National Confederation. 

'tEXAS. 

The report o£ the Texas Committee on Foreign Correspondence covers 

about s ixty pages. They regret the absence of reports from e.leven S tates and 

Territories, assuring us that they hardly know how to finish their report with · 

out them. This irregularity is a g reat annoyance. Is there no remedy? 

The report is from the pen of Bro. A. NeiU, who displays a good share of 

keenness and good temper in d iscussing the qoestions mooted. There is a 

vigor and life power in this new State, which manife.~ ts itself in masonic pro­

~ress of a high o rde r. This Grand Lodge was formed eighteen years ago, by 

the labors o f three subordinate lodges. Now, the re are 162 chartered lodges, 
with five thousand members. Seven new dispensations issued the past year. 

VIJtCINlA, 

The Grand Master of Vi rginia gives the following closing counsel~ in his 

message: 

ln conclusion, my brethren, standing, as r do, among aged and cxpetienced 
brethren, who have borne up the Ark in sunshine and in s torm, I feel that any 
advice I could give would be a work of supererogation ; yet permit,me to ad· 
monish you to guard well the avennel! to the T~mple. In the height of our 
prosperity and usefulness the vestibules to our halls will be c rowded Y<ith those 
who are anxious to bow at our altars. It is important then that we scrutinize 
well the characters of lhe applicants. Admit none but the iutell~(ml and 
worthy. Be not rash in rejecting. but be c.u1h'ous in receiving. Do not in­
crease your members at the expense of the respectability of your lodges. 
Sacrifice nothing that belongs to Masonry for the sake of writing l~g-io11 in 
your archives. Looking yourselves to the ancient landmarks, see tha t breth­
ren are well inijtruc:ted-that they may trace the ancient lines. and know the 
value of one degree, before you give them the light o f anothe r. Let th.em 
become proficient, in its ~rue sense, in the inferior degree, and then be ad· 
mitted to the superior; and while the chain· of knowledge will be visible to 
their mind's eye, the lodge ";u be composed of expert masons, whose work 
will stand the test of the square. 

Bot while we would guard our lodge.~ from improper admis.~ions, a.nd en­
lighten the brethren, we must preserve purity of character within. If among 
yonr members are found those who have nothing of Masonry but the name, 
whose lives are adverse to its laws and its inculcations, and who will not cheri~h 
nor practice its precepts, let the pruning knife be applied hefore they bring 
deep and lasting disgrace upon the Institution. Let the edict of the lodge go 
forth, "£Je is not/or us, he shall not be tif us" The world hears our proftS· 
sions; let the world see a corresponding life and character, and the triumphs 
of Masonry will be complete. 

Fourteen new dispensations were granted the past year. Attention is called 

to the Universal Masonic Congre...s at Pari~. at which Virginia was represented, 
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and one of her Grand (Jfficers, R. W . jOIIN Dov£, appointed a member of the 

l'cm•anent Commi~•ion. The proceedings o[ that Convention aJe published 

in full. 

In the report on .;orrespondcnce is the following passage on a ~ubect of 

practical importanc:e: 

An1ong the many dep>utnres from old C ustoms alluded to, we notice one 
prevailing to some extent in the proceeding:; under review, which we desire to 
Jlllrtlcularize, and which appears to us not only strange, bur fraught ";th mucb 
mischief. l t is, after the lo:lge has ,uljo~tnud. (a term we do not understand. 
as connected with Masomy,) cnlllold off, or closed, as the case may be, the pro· 
ct:edings uf said lodge are read at its next meeting, and the question sub­
mitted. •• Are they approved?" \Vhat ill meant, and what are we to under· 
~tand, hy the term " opprrrv.:d?" Is it. that the work of the previous lodge 
pa.~ses under the revi~w of tile succeeding, nod is not perfected until it receives 
its sanction? Surely that cannot be; for we cannot understand where they 
accumulat« rower. or derive a right, one day more than another, to sit as an 
appellate tribunal, or teM the accuracy of the record of proceedings of the 
previous meeting. If ~o. how can a lodge, composed perhaps of entirely dif· 
ferent material, be prepared or competent to judge whether the record has 
been correctly transcribed? lf the above custom in our Gmnd Uodies be open 
to objection, how much more so is that prevailing to a very great extent in 
subordinate lodges, of pem1itting the Secretary to keep a record of -proceed­
in(tS on a .r/lect o.f fwpu; or, if in a book. merely putting do\111 the heads of 
such uusine.~s as may have heen transacted, trusting to memory to transcribe 
1 hem in extenso in the Record Hook, and then read at the opening of the next 
lcrdge for its tlf>jJrrmlll t We ask the c1uestion, where is the p<>wer, right, or 
thu propri~<ty. and under what authority, does a subsetJUent lodge assume to 
judge the corrcctnt:ss Clf the proceedings uf a previous lodge, existing or work­
inA under the ~ame charter or warrant? We should like to be informed upon 
tht:se point~: for, t.o the minds of your committee, it is all ... rong. and the 
prnctice cannot be too severely reprobated and tov soon abolished, if our views 
an• corrt:ct. 

We have been taught to belie\'e an entirely different practice to be correct, and 
f(,llow<!d by most of our lodges from the earliest introduction of Masonry in 
ou r State, and which lung experience has stamped as the best now brought 
under our notice. The ~ecretary is rt:C)Ilired •·to ohserve the proceeding~ of 
the lodge. keep a fair record of all things proper to bt> written," &c., &c.; 
hence, everything which transpires is regularly written in a BvoK, called the 
Jl!inute Boul:, and. before the lodge is closed, these proceedings are read and 
c-orrcned hy o rder of the Master, and if any thing should have escaped his 
attention. some n•embcr sugg~ts the omission, the aruendment is made. and 
the question submitted," Are !lit llfinutu rorrccl 1'' The record is then signed 
hy the Master and atte5ted by the Secretar1; the lodge is then closed, and the 
p•oceedinl(s stand as the \\Ork of the lodge. for good or for evil, without po\1er 
nt any subsequent nrccting to alter or amend, r.t1ndenut or approve. The.•e 
pwccedings are then neatly transcribed in the ·• I( ECOJlJ) llvuK," and read 
at the neAt .~Mied Ctmlmnni.,ation: and for what? Not for it~ approval-for iL., 
chorte•ed rights are no greater than those of the preceding lodge; not to test 
tin: accuracy of the Secretary in tran::cribing-for Lhe lodge heing composed 
nf different member~. tannot pos~ihly know what transpired at the meeting 
hef•1re; hut ~imply for information to Lhl! members, and also to enable the 
Ma~tcr to draw his designs upon the Trestle Board, and shape the business of 
the loclg~ ;~ccordingly. This. in the opinion of your committee, is the correct 
W\lrNe. A cont rary one 11•ill, anti has been. productive of n1uch evil. Many 
ht>att-humings and jealousies not unfrequently occur in the practice objected 
tr>, on the Jl3ft of those neglectful nf duty. in not being present at the previous 
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meeting, when possibly some act has heen c<>nsummated contrary to their 
wishes, and which they now strive to set aside. But we forbear. We do not 
deem it necessary to go into any further detail of the many evils resulting in 
l1aving the record left open for the approval of the subsequent lodge. but c:ose 
this portion of our report by transcribing a lamentable occummce in the Grand 
Lodge of England, bearing upon this subject, and which we find in the weekly 
masonic paper," The Mirror and Keystone," published in Philadelphia by 
Brother Leon lfynernan, and which will enable our brethren at home :md 
abroad. to pen:ei,·e the evils suggested are not imaginary; and will. we trust, 
induce them to co·operate Y.;tb us, especially in our sister jurisdic-tions. to aid 
in cor rec ting this inno\'ation and pernicious practice: 

"The Grand Lodge of England held a quarterly communication <•n the third 
of September last. The F.arl of Zetland, G. M' .• was not pre.~ent. r. G. M. 
for Sumaua, Bro. Lewis, presided. The session was characterized by any 
thing but dignified proceedings and that good feeling which ought always to 
prevail in masonic as~emblies. 

"The Grand Secretary read the mirHrtes of the previous comm~nit:ation, 
with which was incorporated a revised report of the ~peech of theM. W . Grand 
Ma.~rer, made at the last meeting. On the question of tbe adoption of the 
minutes, a motion wa.~ made • That the minutes be confi rmed only so far as 
they relate to motions rn:rde and cnrried, the speech of the Grand Master being 
no legitimate part thereof.' The motion was finally carried, although a :-.cene 
of confusion ensued such as we ne\'er before read of in the I ran"actions of an\' 
masonic body. Tbe acting Grand Master became highly excited. and gu,·e 
way to expressions of angry feeling~. Those who with hi111 were in favor or 
confi rming the minute~. with the addres.o; of the M. W. Grand l\la"ter. avpcarcd 
to be determined to carry their point, and the wh'>le meeting is clraracterilcd 
as most uproarious and disgraceful. The amendmt:nt, however, was carried 
by the overwhelmingly majority of ten to one.'' 

WISCONSIN. 

The Grand Master of Wisconsin, M. W. lL M. Billing~. announces the 

death of R W. Bro. Pa.~t Deputy Grand MtL~ter [)wight F. La" ton. whom he 

dellcribes as one of the pioneers of Masonry in Wisconsin, intimately connected 

with its rise arJd progress in the State. J le says, "We owe him a deLt of 

gratitude for his almost constant services.'' 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence pay us a high compliment in 

the r1otice of our proceedings; and in their brief notices of the several Grand 

Lodges, they display the fraternal spirit which honors the Grand Lodge which 

they faithfully serve. 
T.his Grand Lodge was formed December, r84J• and hns 76 chartered 

lodges, with nearly 2,000 members. 

CANAflA. 

The Grand Lodge of Canada held its annual convocation at the city of 

llamilton, in july, and its proceedings come to us in the· August m1mber of 

the Canadian Masonic Pioneer. Thirty·nine lodges were represenh:d and 

\\ ere regularly numbered; and several others were not numbered, from a fail· 
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ure to make the requisite returns as to the date of their organization. The 

message of M. W. Grand Master Wilson is an able document, displaying a 

high degree of executive talent, as well as a generous masonic spirit. 1 n his 

notice of the circular issued by the Provincial Grand l..odge of Canada West, 

a portion of which your committee published last year, as also the action of 
the Grand Ma.~ter and Grand Lodge of New York, and others that declined 

to ac.knowledge them as a (;rand Lodge. the tone and temper of the addre.~ 

are such as do honor to the head and heart of the I. rand !\laster. lie says­

" I trust we are warranted in the conclusion, that the observations of Bro. 

!~van ~ were made in ignorance of the principal fact~ r-nn nectcd with our· recenl 

movements; for it would be painful to me, and I cannot adopt the only other 
alternative, and believe that any statement of a hrnther holding the high J>O~i 

tion of Brother Evans amongst the masons of New \'otk. could have been 

made with an utter disregard of truth." li e suppo~es that Cn111d Master 

Evans and others rnay have heen misled by the circular referred to, and thus 

speaks in relation to it: 

"This circular of the Provincial Grand l.odge. is the first ra~e that has 
come before me of any one having o~nly dared to di~pnte the truth of any 
statement contained in onr addrel<s which, with a de$ire that our <'al<c should 
become thoroughly known wa:< extensively cirrulated nil over the Continent. 
And the first 1 knew of the circu lar. which appea r!\ to have bceen cnrefully 
con~ea led from us. wa.q a few days !Iince when a di~tinguilllwcl brother and 
leading member of the Grand Lodge of South Carolina informed 111 0 tltat such 
a circular had been addressed to them. Since my arrival in this rity a CC'lpy 
has been put in my hand~. and it will pre-•cntly be laid before yon. Had it 
not been for this evidence, I would not have believed that the • Officer;<· 
who still cling to the Provincial Grand Lodge would have descended to C<l · 

lumniate our proceedings, which they well know to have been taken on calm 
reflection, with stri ctly consci~ntiou~ motives, and in perfect accordance with 
the principles ol the Constitution of Freemasonry." 

The commitlee appointed on the address of the l;rand Master is ::rJsu truly 

rourteous and masonic in reviewing the several topics referred to. 

Your committee are imprel<sed with the conviction that the fraternal and 

temperate course marked out in these proceeding of our brethren in Canada, 

will commend them to the, good graces of those whu hnve hith~ rto refused to 

re<"ognize them as a Grana Lodge; and that the Grand Lodge of England will 

promptly respond in the same fraternal spirit, and remove every obstacle tn 

their recognition by all the Grand Lodges of the world. 

UN IVERSAL MASONIC CONGRF.SS. 

The last year, your committee called the attention of this Grand Lodge to 

the assembling of a Masonic Congress at Paril', in response to the call of 

M. W. PRtNct; LuctEN MuRAT, Grand l>faster of France. 

The call to that Convention reached us too late to allow of a representation 
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of thi~ Grand Lodge; and this seems to have been the case with many of our 

sister Grand Lodges. 

The Congress assembled on the 8th nf june. '~55· and was opened by the 

[Jlustrious H&17 LLA NT, assis tant Grand !\faste r of F rance, the lion. Ti ros. 

Boun&R and MoRANn, memuers of the Council. 

The organization being completed, the Illustrious I'RIN C.:F. l. l1CIF.N MURAT 

wa,~ announced and received with due honurs. Pn arriving at the Altar under 

the arch of steel, be was received with a urief speech of welcome hy thP. as· 

sistant Grand Master, to which he res punded in a speech \\'Or thy of the occa· 

!lion, which your committee des ire may be spread upon our record~. 1 t is as 

follows : 

Mv VER\' DEAR UROTllERS: 
Receive he re the verv sincere thanks which 1 express in my name. and in 

that of the entire fraternity. 
The fore ign Orients who have chosen to reply to the call which [ made tu 

them. as the organ of French Masonry, have felt the necessity there was fo r 
us, as a society of beneficence, to close up our ranks. 

After furty years of peace, war renders our mission more difficult; in renew­
ing our zeal, it furnishes us the opvortnnity of showing to the vrofdne all tha t 
is grOtnd and generous in our institu~ion . O ur mission is a holy one; we laur.r 
to render men better; and, in order to accomplish this object, we appeal on ly 
to the noble and generous instincts; Love, Fratern ity and C harity are the 
!!enliments we invoke. 

It has been said, "Bad Kings engender republic.~. and bad republ ics e11 · 
gender roy::.lties." Very well, my brothers, for men animated with bad passions, 
all government is had; fo r those who know how to curb their desires, and 
who are inspired ''~th the love of their fellow-man, e¥ery govenrme11t is good. 
lt is for this, that, in its wisdom, Masonry has excluded all diso:ussions of poli · 
tics . It is easy, in effect, to govern good men, who have only in view the 
love of their fellow·man . 

It is th~ same in a masonic point of view with religion. All men who be­
lie\'e in the existence of a S upreme Being, the Great Architect o f the Universe; 
who be lieve in the immortality of the soul, and consequently in an ete rnal 
well being; every man who !eels the love of his fellow -man vibrate in him, is 
acceptable among us. Our mission is . then, to rendt:r man better, or rather 
say, to cultivate that which is good, and to repress all that is bad. 

O ur mission is great, you see; but every thing in the world is judged by 
comp·.trison. 

'vVe cannot but be gainers by frequent convocations, and hy studying the 
most t:fficacious means to strengthen the bonds which unite us to each o the r. 

I have said, after forty years of peace a war, uf which no one can foresee either 
I he length or resuJt, comes to revive the zeal of every mason. Each change 
<>f government which has taken place during many yeat'S, in wcakeuing the 
ptestige attached to each of them, h:.s given more fot cl! tu puulic opinion, 
which aJI governments are now obliged to respecL 

It is then a service which Masonry rende rs, not r;nly to hnmanity, hut tn 
the government itself, whatever its f<Hm, when it dit·ects rhe opinion of the 
masses toward Virtue, Frate rnity and respecl to the laws. 

My very dear brothers, if 1 have ueen<thle to make you comprehend my 
thoughts, you will feel lil;e me, the necessity o f ex tt:nrling the itlfluence of 
Masonry in the world: and you will devise before we separate, 1 hope, sonte 
means of attaining that oujec t. It is rlecessary that a brother, whatever may 
be the country which he inhabits. whatever may be the flag nnder which he 
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serves, may find a fratemal hand always ready to alleviate his !.ufferings: and 
that every government. finding itself strong in the philanthropic suppc>rt 
whirh they will find among the people elevated and instructed uy us, setting 
aside national rivalries, may, among the people whom they are called to gov 
e rn, lind only brothers. 

This discourse, listened to by the assembly with the most perfect attention. 

'1\'aS crowned "ith applause. 

The very illulltrinus Grand Master added : 

My very dear brothers, we labor in a common cao1se: we seelc to destroy 
some of the imptnfect ions uf our Order; what institution of humanity has 
them not? Let us do it under the inspiration of this thought: we obtain true 
amelioration-true progress. only by wise measures, well matured, and indi­
cated by experience. We shall thus successfully achieve that good which we 
all so ardently wish. 

My brothers, the Universal Masonic Congress is open. 

The speech of the Illustrious l!ro. DE Host:NTIIAI., the r~:poesentative ol 

ratNCE FR&DERICK of the Netherlands. who had occupied the chair o£ Grand 

Master for forty years, was also a noble one; but we may not embrace it in 

this report. Speeches wert also made by the Compte OK DoNOUCIDtuRE, of 

heland : MACCuwAN, of Scotland; and DtNWtOOif; B. PHn. r.n•s. of the 

(~rand Lodge of Virginia. 

At a subsequent meeting an add ress was presented hy Bro. I'ARKER Cv ~· 

MINGS, of Was hington, U.S. 

The sessions were held daily, usually at the Jl otel of the Grarul (ltient, in 

the hall of the council of the Grand Master, and continued till the qth of 

june. These meetin'gs seem to have been most happy in the interchange of 

fraternal feeling~ and of counsel~ for the future o f fro.H:masonry; and on the 

1 .Jlh of June, the closing day of the session, several propositions \\Cre adnpteu 

and submitted, for consideration, and if appooved for adoption, hy the Grand 

Ma.~onic Lodges throughout the \\Orld. 

The follo\\ing are to be thus submitted: 

1st. This Congress will only submit such men~ures, few in number, a.s bear 
the character of cvid~nt utility; are clearly defined, and in all caseil manife;t 
the greatest respect for the accepted and intern~ I customs of each cqunto·y. 

:ad_ Jt is proposed to all Grand Lodges on the globe. that no diplomashall 
be given to a brother who has not 11ttained the degree of Master J\·Jason. 

Jd. The adoption of a s tandard for m of diploma i!. proposed to all ma•onic 
authorities. The diploma to be in Latin, with a translation in the national 
language ; and lO hnvt al>o a testamentary Formula, setting !c;>rth the d~~ire of 
the recipient that after his death it may be retumed to the lodge frorn whence 
it emanated. 

4th. A l'crmuncnt Commission of five members is her~:hy constituted. 
The Comn1is.~ion will ha,·e its sea t at J'ari~. in the Temple of the (~rand 
Orient. It is charged with the duty of forwarding to the various masonic au­
thorities the propositions and publications of the Congress; to lct:ep up its 
correspondence; to receive all letters, communications or propositions em· 
anating from Grand O rients or Grand Lodges, or from individual masons de· 
sirous of offering th~ frui t of their meditations to the Congress; in a word, 
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:tllthat m ay be deemed useful in forwarding its labors. And finally, they a re 
to lix th~ time and place for the nex t meeting of the Congress. 

The Commission is compo~ed of the follo11~ns: illustrious brtJth•en: 
CH&VAI. IP.:R OR RosP.NTIIAL, for the Netherlands 
COtJ!" T O••l'lltVOII ~tnR 1', England. 
jotrN l hlVIl, the United Stale.;. 
1 l tWLLANT, l"•ance. 
RA.2.Y, 

In ca'e of the inability uf any or the aht>ve name<\ brethren tt> M!rve, the 
r: rand Ma<ter of the (.;rand Lodge. or C rnnd Orient, to which he may be lung, 
will de.~igna1e his substitute. 

5th. Masonic authorities are in future to abandon the practil-e of ron•ti 
tilling lodges in countries where ma~onic powe•s alread)· exist 

;\ uthorities having lodges in the territories o f other pollen<, should consent to 
these lodges passing under the :~ct nal authority of the Grand l.odg~ h:l\'ittg 
julisdiction over the tenitory where they are lol-:tted. 

The lodges are to be left to their own disc reti<tn, anclth t: antholitie« of the 
CllUnttics where they nrt: locn t t:d should treat the m with f•:Ht:rmol •·on<id~ra 
tion . 

(ot h. Before proceeding tO the initiation Of l\ IIOIHt:Stdent , iii<JUiry ~ha ll \t~ 
nmde of the n utho ritit:s of the •·onntry to which the candididate owes allt:­
ginnce. t:xcept in well authentic<r ted r.tses of t:mer~ency. 

;th. !\lasters of lodge11, in conferring the deg rt:e of M. 1\l., ~hlHrld inv~>t 
the Cll lldidnte with tht: words. ~igns and grips of the Srotti~h and mt>dt:rn 
rites. 

Xth. This meeting, con,idering the apron as the symhol •>f labor, that it 
ha~ al\\ays been an important symhol in Ma.<nnry. that it i> in go:nt:r:ll tht'. 
proposes to decide-that in all masonic a.«semblie:c; the apron is indispensnble 

9th. ( 'onvinced of the g rt:al utility nf a regular and unintcrrupto:d c<>rrc 
spondcnce between the variou11 masonic powers, the Congress invite.~ al l 
tnasvnic authorities regularly to exchnr1ge copies of thei r J>rinted proceedings. 

toth. The Congress insists upon the necessity of certain t'l'nt ral point~ in 
eac;h country for the recevtion o f corrcspondenr.t:, whence it could be diffu~ecl 
throughout the jurisdiction. 

The various propositions haviug been put to vote ih the ordt:• nar11ed, they 

were unanimously adopted. 

After the adoption o£ th~e provositions, the call of the lllustrion~ Grand 

Ma.~ter for any observations o r propositions to be presented. drew out Bm 

lhJSY.N1'HAL, in the following closing speech: 

Thrice-Illustrious Gmnd Master: When at the opening of thi~ Cungres~. 
I besought you not to be disheartened at the paucity of its numlle•~: I believe 
I expressed the sentim ents of all who heard me; we a re not certainly to look 
at the number of those who fi11<t embrace a generous idea to judge o f its value 
o r the extent of the benefits, •Jf which. sooner or later, it may p •ove the fruit 
ful ge rm. ll istory teaches us, that tho~e generous idea.~ that have given a 
new imvulse to humanity, and prepared the well -being of futurl: generations, 
have been matured in l'ilence. o r in the associations of sympathtlt ic hearts 
Freema.~onry being a human institution, is in nowise exempt from that slow 
and progressive movement that seem s to have been marked ou t by the Deity, 
as charActerizing all that is great and noble; all that is proper to direct hu­
rnanity in the path of true happiness. 

At this solemn moment, when the sessions of the masonic Congress are 
drawing to a close, when we a re aoout to separate. perhaps forever, T recall 
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your attention to my lirst thoughts, and ask you. with the utmost certainty of 
a negative answt:r. whether any reason for discouragement has appeared to 
}''"r minds dnring the days just past. Ttne, we have been few in numl>cr : 
the places that might have been occupied by the delegates from other masnnic 
powo:rs. h;IVe remained vacant, and we have lacked the benefit of thei r concen­
trated intelligence; but, thu most perfect union, an un rt:Served agreemem on 
rh<: necessity of,, closer 31liance in our order, and a spirit of moderation and 
fr.1tcrnity havo: distinctly characteri£ed the lJnivenoal :'tfasonic Congre~s con 
\t:n<:d hy your fraternal act. Of tht:Se things we may justly be proud; and, I 
can atlirm, without rear of contradiction on your part, that we have taken a 
~tcp, hu\\'I!Vt:r' imperceptible, in the direction of true masonic progress. 

When Forei~::n Ma.~onic Bodies shall h:we examined the rtport of our pro 
cccdings, whidr you propose to send them. I Hatter myself that they will ap 
pr.:ciate the moderation. the attachment to the Royal A rt, the truly fr:neonal 
spirit that have ljUVcmed u~. They will perceive, that far from giving way tu 
noisy and Ll~el c.~s declamation, we:: have confined ourselves to st rictly p ractical 
"i.:w:<; that the modest pro1wsitions which, while fully respecting their inde· 
pcnd~nce, we ha\'t: snbmitt.:d. fo r the consideration of a future Congre~<s. art! 
buotnded i>y the external relations common to all masons; that we ha• e air 
stained from every thing for.,ign to the Royal An; contrary to the funda­
menta l principles of ou r beneficen t union, or which might have woundt:d tloe 
moM ddicate susc!!ptibllity of a brother, or any rite practiced in ou r s~u: r cd 
in~titution. 

Trne brethren. \\here•·er di,.persed, in tellecting upon what l have thus 
loa~tily ~ketched, "ill fed th:rt we have comprehended the actual state, :.nd 
the most pr·essin~-t needs of l,.reemasonry; that, like you, T ho ice lll ustritlu~. 
we have desired the extt!nsion of our mutual l'elatrons; the detection and re· 
moval of the ol,.,taclcs which ,;eem ro oppose it; and that, like }Ou, \\C are 
"illing to leave the de••t:lopment of fixed 1>rinciplcs, the care and glo•y of ex­
tending. to the uttermost limiL~. a tmit y t>f practict! and principles. 

May that gl<niuus day soon appear, when all mortals in the two hemispheres 
shall recognit.e Freemasonry as the nllulest of human ins titutions: as the best 
adapted to the wants of humanity. 

May our lahon< a.«Sist in hastening 1 he triumph of truth and the progre.~s of 
civilit.ation, and, as connected therewith, may y01rr name. Thrice I llustrious 
Brother. be pl;•ccd, by a ~:rateful posterity, among the benefactors of human­
ity, ttJ which tmd rnay th.: C:rcat Architect o f the Universe deil)n to b le.~s our 
lahor" and grant our praye rs. 

The Assembly londly applauded the noblt: •entiments so eloquently CA· 

pre:;sed. 

The Prince G rand !\·laster tt!lurned thanks to all, and espedally to the l llus· 

trinus Bro. UK l(USF.N'I'JII\1 ., adding: 

ill y brethren, yuu are now about to return to your respecth·c: O rients; con· 
vey 10 them onr gratitude fo r their ready ~•ssistance, and assu re them of my 
thnnks for having selected such brethn:n as you. 

The session of the Univen;al Masonic Congresl' for 1855 was then cl<.sed. 

You r committee canMI douht that this <.:rand Lodge will share with them 

in the conviction that this first Universal Masonic Congress forms an import­

ant era in the masonic world. 1L is perhaps to be regretted that so few of the 

Grand Lodges tlf this country were represented, yet it is presumed all will 

view the p ropositions submitted in the same liberal and fraternal spi rit as if 

tht!)' had shared in originating them. 
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[( will be seen that the fourtu proposition contemplates a correspondence 

of all Grand Masonic Bodies, through a permanent commission, consisting of 

five members- two fro111 France, one from England, nne from the Nether­

lands and one from the Unilt:d States. The tenth propo~ition insists upon 
the necessity of certain central poinls in each co•111try for the reception of 

correspondence, whence it o:an be disseminated. This htst named proposition 

suggests the propriety of what Maine has heretofore de.•ired: a General 

Grand Lodge, as the proper national centre of su.:h curre~ponden ce. Why 

shall not this desirable arran~ement be perfected? 'l'he proposeu National 

Confederation, if carried out, would not ut all meet this want: and it seems to 

your commiuee well settled that it can never go into operation with any hope 

of accomplishing its proposed ends. This Grand Lodge has never bad con· 

lidence that it could do so: but gave in adhesion to it promptly, with a view 

to test its practicability by experiment, as tl>e best and earliest method for 

disposing of that obstacle to a General Grand Lodge. It seems to us that 
another serious obstacle is now removed in the legislation of the General Grand 

Chapter at its last session. Tbe adoption in that body, and by a very dedsive 

voce. of the declaration-that all its powers are derived by grant and delega­

tion from the respective Grand Royal Arch C hapters, settles the great ques­

tion which is to govern all such bodies, and removes out of the sphere of 

Masonry the spect re" Ceutralizlltion," which bas so long been a terror to An­

cient Craft Masonry, wh(;nevera General Grand Lodge has been proposed. Is 

it not perfectly obvious, that it is possible for the representatil·es-the consti­

tuted guardians of the Grand Lodges of this country, with the lights of ex­

perience which have been growing broader and brighter for the last ten years, 

tl) as;;emble, say in t859, in connection with the General Grand Chapter and 

Encampment, and there agree to delegate just such powers as are needed to 

meet the wants of C raft Masonry in our own country, and place our Order in 
these United States upon a proper basis for ~baring in lhe future arrange· 

ment,; of the masonic world, which shall give a true universality to Fr~e­

masonry, and bring the nations of the earth into a closer and more generous 

fell~>wship? Is not the experiment worth trying? 

rn vi~w of a result so desirable, your committ~e herewith present resolu­

tions, and recommend their adoption. 

A careful examination of the proceeding;; of the several Grand Lodges, af­

fords the most cheering evidence of lrue masonic progress. the cultil'ation 

of a high tone o£ morn) sentiment, and affo1·ds umplt: scop~o for a more ex ­

tended review than we have given. Many more stllections the cc.nunittee 

wonld gladly furnish, but from a desire to limit this report within the narrow­

est practicable compass. 

Respectfully snhmitted, 

CYRIL l'EARL, C/urir11urn Com. For. Cur. 
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On motion of P. G. M. True, 

l 't>lrd, That the Repoll nn Voreis;n <.:u ro t:~pondence be acct:pted, and pulo 

li:.hcd \dth the proreedin~~ of thi~ commnnie<~ tion, 1-ubject to the revi~ion of 

the ( 'nnunittee on l'uiJiica tion. 

The resolutions submitted \lith the report re lative to the Grand 

Ludgc ,,( Kansas, were taken up, and ado pted, as follows: 

1\'~.r • .t:•<tl, That the G rand J.odgc of Maine extend to the Grand Lodge of 

Kansas, a fratc1nal hand, ''itlt a true masonic welcome to the sisterh,.od of 

,\ mcricnn (;rand Lodges, and a co t•dial contmenJ,uion to th t.l courtcsi"'s and 

confidence of the masonic wolld. 
Nuol:wl, That the Crand Sect clary be instntc tcd to conuuunica t.: the.<c 

oesolutions to the (~rand Lodge of Kansas, and send therewith our l'toceed· 

ings for the last )'ear. If our files will admit, he is also he reby authori.t.ed to 

fo rward our proceedings for the last ten yc:ns, as our contribution to her 
Ma~onic Library. 

The resolutions reported by the committee m relation to the 

doings of the Congress at P:nis. we re taken up, and severally 

adopted, viz : 

Nu.,/r•crl, That the Commitee on Foreign Correspondence be insvucted to 

open a conespondence with the Commission established at Paris by the Uni­

vetsal 1\>l::~sonic Congress, ~olici tin g, in exchange for the Proceedings of this 

Gtand Lodge, such Proceedings o f the Grand Masonic Bodies without the 

jurisdiction of the United l:itates. as it may be in the power of said <.:ommis­

~io n lo furnish . 

Raolvul, That this committee be instructed to report, at the next annual 

communication, on the ~eve ral propositions submitted by the Unive•sal 

Masonic Congress at Pat iS, with the results o f their correspondence with that 

<.:ommi~sion ; and to recommend such action as they deem expedient for this 

Grand Lodge, in ri:lation to the said Congress and its several propositions. 

Nuuh•,·d, T hat the Committee on ~Foreign Correspondence be ins tructed 

to address a circnlar to the Grand Lodges of this country, urging the forma· 

tinn of a c;eneral Grand Lodge at the time and place of meeting of thc Gcn­

eral Grand Chapter and General Grand Encampment in ~eptember, t859; 
and that thi~ circular be wepared and sent out in connection with the pro· 

reedings o f thi~ communication. 

The M. VV. Grand Master appointed Bros. Cyril Pearl, Free­

man Bradford and Ml>Ses Dodge, Committee on Foreign Corre­

spondence £or the current year. 
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Bro. Co\·cll !>ubm itll!d the following resolution, 11 hich was 

adopted : 

Nr..rolv~d. That the R. W. G tand Trcasu rt:r of the M. W . G o,111d Lodge of 

Maint: be. and he is ht:reby authorir.cd, to procure a lonn not cxcccding fivt: hun· 

dr·cd dollar>, if he shall find it necessary to pdy any bills that are now. o r may 

bccunoe due during the recess of this Grand Lodge, which there;, nu muncy 

in his hands to meet. 

On motion of Bro. Sargent, 

/otl'tf, That the thanks of the Grand Lodge be tendered to the ((odge" of 

l'o rtland, for the use of their hall for our communications. 

On motion, 

Vottd. That Hro. Cyril Pearl bt: ~llowed for services and .:xpenst::. a~ chair­

man of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, I he sum of fifty dollars, 

to he paid from tbe funds of the Grand Lodge. 

The Committee on Finance made a verbal rt!port, recommend­

in~ that the compensation of the Grand Treasurer and Secretary 

be the same as la!:it year; which recommendati<m was adopted. 

On motion of P. G. M. True, 

l'olt'd, That the Assistant Grand Secretary receive seven dollaos for hi" 
• ,;ervices during this communication. 

On motion of I)_ G. M. Chase, 

V"t.·d, That the Grand Treasurer be au lholized to mak~ ~uit;~bl c compcn­
-,ution to the Assistant Grand Tyler for his services. 

The committee to whom w:ls referred the subject of the unfin­

ashcd records o£ the last annual communication, m~de a report, 

which was accepted. 

The minutes of proceedings at this communication, we re read 

and approved. 

On motion of Bro. Covell, 

Voted, That the Grand Secretary be l.ibrarian o[.the Grand Lodge. 

On motion of Bro. Geo. W. Chase, 

Voll!d, That the Librarian be authorized to make suitable poovi~i<m fo1 the 

safe keeping of the books and papel'li belonging to lht: Grand Lodge l.il>rary, 

and that he be responsible for the same. 
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No further business requiring the act"ion o{ the Grand Lodge at 
this time, 

Prayer was offered by W. and Rev. Cyril Pearl, Grand Chap­
lain: after which, 

M. W. Grand Masler Dunlap, addressed the asembled brethren, 
m an appropriate and impressive manner, bidding them, in few 
words, a courteous and fraternal adieu. 

The Grand Lodge was then closed in ample form. 

ATTEST, IRA BERRY, Gra1lrl Secrctar;•. 

NOTE. 

~ince the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine, Proceed· 
ings of other Grand Lodges have been received, as follows: 

Delaware, Annual Communication, 
Georgia, 

ew jersey, 
Vermont, 

Texas, 

.s 

June 27, •856. 
October 28, 1856. 

January 14, 1857· 

'4· •857· 
'9· 1857· 
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1\eports of Disfrid Deputy Gro.nd Mo. 5lers. 

F IRST DISTRICT. 

To the Jlfost f.Vors/tipfu/ Craud Ladg~ of Jlfaiuc. 

The undersigned, having had the honot· to he appo inted D. D. G. M. of the 

Firs t Masonic Dis trict, respecLfully ><u umits the following repu rt . in ~ccotd · 

a nce with the custom as he retof01e adopted. 
l have the satisfaCLion of teporting to this M. W . C rand Lodge, th~t a t 110 

time s ince the revival of Masonry, has the O t·de r been in so prosperous a con· 

dition, o r tbat more has been done by the fraternity to secure its permanency, 

in this Distric t, than bas been accomplished during tl1e past masonic year. 

All the lodges to whom cha rters have ever been g ranted, are now in active 

working order. The otlicers and members of our Judge,;, are generally intel li­

gent and faithfu l in the discha rge of t!1 e duties incumbt:nt upon them, perha ps, 
as any o the r class of men in our community. So far as I can judge, most, if 
not all the officers, have endea\'Ored to comply wiLh the Regulations of the 

Grand Lodge, to perfect themselves in the ritual of the Order as e.~tahli shed 

by this Grand Lodge, and l O provide suitable rooms and worldng apparatus, 

for the practice of our rit es and the preservation of our myste ri es. 

ln t"lw Dist rict are eight lodges, all fJf wbich l have visited once o r more, 

except Adoniram. I went to visit thiJS lodge, but as their meet ings are in the 

afternoon instead of evening, did no t find them in session. This lodge has 

been called to mourn the loss of one of its best members, their fortnc r 'N. 
1\'laster, J. B. Sweat, an intelligent and faithfnl mason, a respectable phys~ian, 

and a man be loved by all who knew him. May his example o f virtuous and 
amiable conduct, his inAexible fidelity to the trus t' rep::~scd in him, and his 

s teady adherence to the principles and practices of our O rde r, have a la~ting 

and beneficial effect upon the members of this ancient and wo ttby lodge. as a 

new incitement to every member for the faithful pe rfotmance of all thei r 

duties as men and as members of this ancient and honorable f raternity. 

Saco Lodge, of which I am a member, although not having done much 

work, is in a good and prosperous condition. lts officers are faithful in the 
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dist:harge of their d111ies, and the members united in harmony and brotherly 

luve. 

York Lodge has procured a m111 lodge room, and fitted up the same in a 

truly praisewortliy manner. 1 had the l10nor of dedicating this new hall, by a 
8pecial dispensation of theM. W. Grand Master, on the 5th of December last, 

in the presence of a large assembly of the Fraternity and foiends of the Order. 

Tht occasion was one of much pleasure to the fraternity and appeared to he 

one of great interest to those who had not lleen acquainted with these cere· 
monies. All praise is due to this lodge for its active zeal in thus furnishing 

a suitable Temple for the use of Masonry. 

F1eedom Lodge has declared its inde11endence. This lodge has been de· 
pendent upon whom it could find favor with, for the use of a hall, not always 

obtaining one of its friends. This lodge has 11 0w obtained a hall of its own, 

wbich has lleen fitted up in a manner creditable to its members. Much zeal 

bas been manifested by the officers and members of this lodge in obtaining 

the correct wmk adopted lly the Grand Lodge, and they have made good 

proficiency ill the same. 
Dunlap Lodge, has added to its number during the past year some of the 

best citizens within its jurisdiction ; and much has been accomplished toward 

placing this lodge upon a permanent basis, 

St. John's Lodge, at South Berwick, was revived by the M. ·w. Grand 

Lodge at its last communication. T was present soon after the meeting of the 

Grand Lodge, at re·organizatiou, and installed its officers. The active zeal of 

the l.Jrethren of this lodge, in providing a suiiable hall and ail the necessary 
apparatus for the Judge, promises much for their future usefulness in the cause 

of Masonry. The officers selected are intelligent men at,d active in tbe dis­

chargt: of thei1 duties, and T think I may safely say that this lodge is re·estab­

lished on a finn basi.;. 

Ftaternal Lodge, at Alfred, has actually commenced its labors as a masonic 

lodge. Although but few in number, they have provided a good and suitable 

hall for the use of the lodge, and titted it up in a manner which reflects g reat 

credit opon the members of this lodge. I trust Lhe lodge is now placed 

upon a firm and substantial l.Jasis, and will in future, render such account of 

its transactions as will prove the wisdotn of the Grand Lodge in removing this 

lodge tv the part of the district it now occupies. 

i\ rundd Lodge, at Kennebunk Port, is our lltntJI!sl, although not our poorest 

lodge. Tbis lvdge has bad much to contend with, but is yet prosperous beyond 

our t!Xpectations. 1 confidently believe, that the straight·forward, business 

n•anner of its W. M., the gentlemanly and masonic hearing of its officers, par­

tknlarly its Wardens, will evenL11ally place this lodge in a position where it 

will defy its enemies and command the respect of its friends. On Tuesday, 

Feb. J d, I installed, in public, the officers of the lodge. Many of the fraternity, 
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as well as the friends of the O rder, were present, and all seemed plea~ed and 

g ratified by the ceremonies of the occasion. 

In the course of the year, l!everal matters have come before me for anion 

and deci~ion. 

Soon after the closing of the Grand J.odge, in May l~st, I was cal led upon, 

uy the\\'. Ma.~ter of one of the lodges in thb distric;t, in odation to a Nr.rolu­

lion J>ll'•ed at that session, ru. found upon p.lgt: 8~ of the Pointt:d Proc-eeding~ 

for o8st5. [Reprint ' 57·1 
My instruction to hino was: That the Constitution or tht: <~rand Lodge of 

Maine was the law by which he must be governed, until it lie changed; that Con ­

stitution frtnJidu for the 111111//Ur and mode by which ""~'' it can be alteo·ed, 
and that it cannot be done hy resolution. If the Con~titution of thi~ I. rand 

Lodge ndmitsa petition to he acted upon" at a shorter period" thanfimr \\et:k~. 

it allows it to be done at a .sjwit11 meeting of tht: lodge, and that therefore lht: 

resoluliou named is void and o£ no effect, as cc'lljlictit~~ with the Constitution. 

The question of CALI.INC U~'t' A Lot>CP. to a future flll_l'· ha" also been pre 
sented. :'oly instruction hOll> bet:n, that a lodge cannot be regularly mllrd ojJ 
beyond the day on which it muts. T lind in all the o!tl records to which I 
have had access. lhat all lodges have been invarin!lly dusrd l•efun the hreth 

ren scj)llrnf~d. Masonic u~ag~. as practiced i11 the earlier days of thu Order, 

would therefore seem to disconntenancc thi.~ practice. I would also sugge.<t 

in this connection, that as calling ojf -Iimply, i711f'li~d a msf'ollilln of labor fo r 

a short time, for rifrulunelll, previous to completing tht! work, it cannot jus 

ti£y a cnllitt,l{ ojfto act upon business that wa:~ not known of at the time or the 

first meeting, and if done only amounts to an lltljourmuwl of the lodge, which 

has been condemned hy 11/1 ntasonic writers within my knowlcd~;c. 

One other question ha~ arist!n, whilh I regard as of great inoportanct:, :mtl 

thert!fore be~: leave to make a statement or tht:fncls, before I relate my action 

in the case. 

In ont: of the lodges of the district, an application for thu degrees, in th~; 

usual form, was presented and referred to the Coonn.rittee o f Inquiry, and re­

ported upon at the ne:-.t sl</lrdmeeting of the lodge. The by lnws of tht! lodge 

provide that where only oue black b111/ appears on tJ1e first ballot, a s.:cuml may lie 

had; and so, if o1u on the second, that a t/!ird ballot may oo taken ; but i!' no 

case more than three ballotg. 1 n this case the ballot wasca;.t twice. and t•uh time, 

one black ball appeared. The W. M. then ordered the third ltal/ut to lit' m·u 
until the next stated mee ti11g o f the lodge. When I learned or this mall~r. l 

ordered theW. Master to declare the candidate l'tjuted upon lhtllapfliclltwll 

I suppose this provision to have been placed in some of your by-laws to pro 

vide against mi.rtnl:cr, which will sometimes occur; but uo t fo r the puopo~c of 

foisting u[l(ln the Order one who may he objectionable to a single memlJ<:r vf 

the Jodg~;. The ballot should be considered sacred and ~ccret, and &?tt'i:JI 
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l•rt>!lur ha~ the r(l{hlto vote as he pl ea.~cs. being only answerable to his own 

conscience for its abuse. If the ballot after being t:ommenud may be tul· 

Jflllrm:d 111 all, it may be done iml<jiuilcl;•. giving an opportunity to Mcertaiu 

the vuy man who ca.•t the black hall, and by a little caution, improving the 

favorable opportunity o f the aiJsence of the objecting brother, to introduce a 
~<toange r nmong thtl fraternity. in disregMd of rhe feelings of a brmht:r. I 

would further object to the course, a;; it may de~troy the surUJ' of the ballot, 

and thereby violate nne of the oldest and most sacred laws of the fratemity. 

I am thus particular upon this matte r, as 1 view it of much importance. 

Many uno notions are being introduced into our masonic lodges, borrowed 
from the regulations and laws of Instiunions of a more recent date. \\hich, if 

a llowed to prevail, will completely destl'oy the identity of the masonic lnsrilll · 

tinn, and remove far from it all il$ ancient and honorable characteris tics. 

l therefore submit this que.,tion, mo~t respectfully to the Grand Lodge for 

it ~ tlcc islon, no t doubting its wisdom to decide according to the l.aw, by which 

11c should a ll abide. 

In accordance with a resolution of the .Ill. W. Grand Lodge, as found on 

page 33" or the Proceedings o f May, r856, l called a •• Convention of masons" 

to be IH,Idcn at A lfred. on january :.ogth . At thi~ Convention, were delegates 

fr om all rhe lodges in the District save one, althoush the trave ling was bad, 

nnd a t th :H time. the •oads almost impassable. Having had the honor to be 

appointed hy the J\1. \V. Grand Master one of the (~rand Lecturers for the 

State, I acted in thdt capacit)' on that occasion. Among the officers and 

brotherli a~~emhled, a good spirit prevailt!d, and the des ire seemed to 1>1! to 
know what the Grand Lodge had ordered in regard to the work, to perfec t 

th l!mselves in the same, and to be governed the reby. At the request o f the 

rncmbers, I adjourned this meeting, after two days session, to Kennebunk, 

where the Convention was closed without day. 1 have to say, that as an e.x­

pt::riment, I consid"r this the proper me thod of obtaining uniformity of work 

and lectures among the several lodges of our State. I may say in justice to 

my~elf, that my appointment :ts Grand l.ecture r wa.~ not announced in the 

usual manner o r other appoin tmerll s, and fo r thi~ rea~on, perhaps, T have no 

oth,·r caso:.~ of lec turing to report upon. 

111 condu~i on, l h:we to repnrt that I have exercised the power conferred 

upon me hy the Con~titulion or the c:mnd Lodge, in granting several dispen· 

sations for conferring degrees, and also fo r public proces.~ions. 

In a ll such cases I have been satisfied rhat the good of the O rde r would be 

promoted the reby. 

Respectfull)' 'Ubmiued, 

T . J. MURRAY, !J. f). G. /If. First IJ/tzs. Di.rl. 

• Repriol •Jot· 

' 
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SECOND DISTRICT. 

To 1/u llfost Wor.rltipful Grand Lodg~ of Jlfttim. 

The undersigned, District Deputy Grand Master of the Second Ma~onic 

District, respectfully asks leave to submit his annual repoot : 

That there are in this District scvo;11 lodges, all of which t have\ isited once. 

and some of them twice, during the past year: and gave thern such instmc­

tions in the wook and lectures as my lionited time would permit. I have dis· 

trihuted to the several lodges in thi.< l)ist rict, the Proceedings of th f! Grand 

Lodge; also all blanks to which they were entitled. a< I have received them 

from the Grand Secretary. l find most of the lodges well instructed in the 

work and lec:tures, but some of them need more instruction; and \\ith a few 

exceptions their records are correctly ktpt. 

Pursuant to a resolution adopted at the las t annual communication of the 
Grand Lodge, I hnve called two Convention~ of masons, one of which was 

held al 1\'Jechauic ~·all~, with Tyrian l .odge, September z, 1 R56; the o ther was 

held at Norway, with Oxford l .odge, Janu:~ry tJ . r8S7· or the times and 
places of said Conventions, I gave due notice to the se\•eoal lodges in the 

Second Masonic District. At each of said Conventions, R. W S. B. Uock · 

ham, Grand Lecturer, was pre;ent, and gave us much needed instruction. 

Oriental Lodge, No. IJ, at Bridgton, was chaoLered Jlla rch 1 ~ , t80.J, andre­

turns seventeen member!\. Fees to Grand Lodge, z. tJ. This lodge has done 

no work during the past year. W. Geor~e Small. ;\laster. P. 0. address, 

West Bridgton ; Samuel Andrews, ~d. Secretary, 1'. U. addres~, Bridgton. 

Oxford Lodge. No. 18, at Norway, waJ< chartered September · ~· 1So7. and 
returns thi rty-one member~, two rejected; eight acceptL'<I; eight initiated; 
eight craft~d; two raised ; one admitted to membership ; one expelled; one 

deceased ; one demitted ; twenty-two re.~iden t 111. Masons not members. Fees 

to Grand Lodge f\ 11.87U; W . George W . Millett, Master; R. G. C hilds, Sec­

retary: P. 0. address, Norway. 
November 4· tS56, at the rec1uest of this lodge, T gave them a dispensation 

to confer the three degrees at one and the same communication, on :>rr. Moses 

Hawkins, deeming it a case of emergency. 

Oriental Star Lodge, No. 2 1, at L ivermore, was chartered June tJ. 18 tt , 

and re turns fo rty-eight members, nine resident M. Masons not members: one 

rejected ; seven accepted; seven initiated ; ten crafted; eleven raistld; s ixteen 

admitted to membership; four deceased. Fees to Grand Lodge $1J.OO. W . 

joseph Covell , Master, P. 0. addre.o;~<, Jay Bridge ; Lewis A. Farrar, Secretary, 

P. 0. address, North Turner. This lodge have lost their hall by fire. which 

was partially covered by insurance; they intend to build another the coming 

summer. 

Tranquil Lodge, No. 29, at Danville, was chartered May 20, 18,u, and re· 
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turn~ eighty-four members: eleven resident Master Masons not membt:rs; 

one rejected; four accepted; four initiated: five c r.tfted; five raised; eleven 

admitted to member~hip. Fee~ to G•and Lodge, Sq.so. l{cttrrns to (;,and 

IAld~e very neatly made. W. Augustu,. Callahan, Master; Jo>-cph 1'. Fessen· 
den. Secretary; P. 0. addre.~s. l.ewiston. 

Blazing Star Lodge, No. 30, at Rumfn1d, was rhartered M::11ch 11, IS tg, 
and return<; s~:venteen membt:r<; two re ... ident ~1 . i\lasons not membe1s; one 

arc~:pted; one initiated: nne cmft~:d; nne mised; three admitted to member· 

ship. Fees to Grand Lodge, $J. I z~!!· W. I. A. l'utnoan, Ma~te r; James l\f . 

Dolloff, Sec1etary; 1'. 0. add res~. Rumford Centre. 

Mol!nt Moliah Lodge, No. 56, at Denmark, was chartered june 2J, tSzS, 
and returns twenty members; ten resident M. Mason< not members. Fees to 

Grand Lodsc Sz.so. W. Wm Pingree, ~laster; Franci~ L. Rice, Secretary: 

1'. 0. address, Denm:uk. This k1dge ha.., not done any work during the past 

year. 1 n conseqnenn: of the \)nd 11-:t\•eling. [ was not with th is lodge nt its 

mtoetins. but found the: Secretary, who made return<~ and paid fees to <.:rand 

l.odge. I also called on Bro. 1.. P. Sawyer, late W. Master, whom I found 

well inst rucu:d in the work and lectures. 

Tyrian Lodge. No. 73· at Mtnot. wa~ cha•lered jan. 21. t85J• and returns 
footy two members; three resident l\1. ~l.ll>nns not members: four accepted; 

fou1 initiated; s ix cmlled; seven raised ; eight admitted to membership; two 

d~ea~ed; tl11ee demitted. Fee._ to Grand Lodge. S9.z 5· \V. Josiah Carr, 

Master; 0. 13. Uwinal, Secretary; P. 0. address, Mechanic I'":~ lis. 

At the annual com111unication of this lodge in Januaty, I conferred the de­
g•ce of P. M. on Bro. Jo~iah Carr, l\Ja.~tcr elect, and installed the officers in 

the presence of their ladies and invited friends. This lodge has been ''i~iled 

twic:e by death during the pas t year. A young and much loved brother, Otis 

\Vatcrhoust:, E~~ ha~ been t:lkcn from our lodge and has joined the r.rand 

Lodge above. Though we deep!)' feel the loss, yet we are as ... ured th:tt it is 

g;~in to him. 

In this Ma.,onic Di~tlict. there are two hundred ::~nd fifty-nihe contributing 

memUt:r:<; forty-eight re!'ident Ma;,ter Mason'< not members. During the past 

year there have been twenty-four accepted; twenty·f()ur initiated; thirty 

CHtfted ; twenly·six taised; thirty nine admitted to membership ; four rejected; 

one expt:llt!d; four demitted; four decea~ed. Fe~:,. to Grand Lodge for initia­

tion, $2.1.00; nnnual fo:es for membership SJZ.J7; total S)6.J7· Thi;; ~um l 
have paid to the Grand Treasurer. 

/\II of which i~ respect fully submitted. 

11ANfEL 1'. ATWOOD, D. fl. C. Afn.rt.•r. 
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THIRD DISTRICT. 

To the Afost . IVorshipful Cmnrl Alaster, 

Officers and Rrt!lhrnt of the Cmml Lodge o/ Afainr. 

The undersigned, District Deputy Grand Master of the Third Ma.~onic IJi ~­

trict of Maine. asks leave to ~ubmit the following report: 

I have granted a number of dispensations during the year past, to several 

of the lodges in this District, to receive applications and confer the degrees 
on candidates. if found worthy. 

On the seventeenth of June last, [ made a visit to Temple Lodge. at Sacca· 

rappa, and installed their officers; found a very flourishing lodge, their book~ 

in good order, and they promise much good to the fraternity. 

On the eleventh of December last, I accompanied Worshipful Brn. Willi~m 

Allen, Junior Grand Warden of the Grand Lodge of Maine, to Sacc:uapp~. 

and assisted him in the ceremonie,q of consecrating and dedicating, :md in­

stalling the officers or Temple Lodge; found the lodge prospering finely. 

l have frequently visited the lodges in the ci ty of Portland, and they arc all 

of them in prosperous circumstances: their records and books are all kept i11 
the best of order by their several Secretaries, and a.~ far as I can learn the 

se,•erallodges in this District are ;all o( them in a good and healthy condition; 

peace and harmony prevnil in them all, and the landmarks of the Order are 

strictly adhP.red to. 

A number of the members of the several lodges in the city of l'nrtland, 

heing desirous of improving in masonic knowledge, petitioned the Most Wor­

~hipful Grand Master of Maine for a dispensation to open and hold a LodAe 

of Instruction in the City of Portland, and the Most Worshipful Grand Master 

was pleased to grant their request; accordingly there was a lodge organi r.ed, 

and a suitable code of by·laws was adopted; it has been in operation during 

the year pas t, and has proved of essential benefit to the craft in this vicinity. 

I exceedingly regret my appointment to the office of District Deputy Grand 

Ma!lter for the past year. Circumstances beyond my cont rol have pre,•tmttd 

my visiting the greater part of the lodges in my District; and I hope some 

more worthy brother, who can better attend to the duties of the office, will be 
appointed in my stead for the year ensuing. 

A II of whi.cb is most respectfully submitted, 

ST EVENS SMITH, D. D. C. AT. Jtf ;llarnui~ Distrirt. 

May 5, 1857· 

FOURTH DI STRI CT . 

To the Afosl IVors:lzipful Crt~ud Lodg-.- of Afnine. 

The undersigned, D. D. G. Master of the Fourth Masonic Uistrict, asks 

leave to submit the following report : 
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THIRD DISTRICT. 

To the llf<ut. Worshipful Gnrnd llfnsMr. 

0/licers owl JJrelltrm uf tlt l! Gnmtl Lodg~ uf llfaiutJ. 

The undersigned, l>istrict Deputy Grand Jl.hster of the Thild Ma.~onic Uis· 

trict of Maine, asks leave to submit the following report : 

1 have granted a number of dispensations during the year past, to several 

of the lodges in this District, to receive applications and confPr the degree• 
on candidates. if found worthy. 

On the seventeenth of June last, l made a visit to Temple Lodge. at Sacca­

rappa. and installed their officers: found a very flourishing lodge, their hooks 

in good order, and they promise much good to the fraternity. 

On the eleventh of December last, 1 accompanied Worshipful Bro. William 

Allen, Junior Grand Warden of the Grand Lodge of Maine, to Saccarappa, 

and nssisted him in the ceremonies of consecrating and dedicating, and in· 

~tai ling the officers or Temple Lodge; found the lodge prospeling finely. 

T have frequently visited the lodges in the city of Portland, and they are all 

of them in prosperous circumstances: their records and books are all kept in 
the best of order by their several Secretaries. and as far as 1 can learn the 

~everal lodges in thi~ District are all of them in a good and healthy condition ; 

peace and harmony prevail in them all, and the landmarks of the Order are 

strict I y adhl\red to. 

A number of the members of the several lodges in the city of Portland, 

being desirous of improving in masonic knowledge, petitioned the Most War· 

shipful Grand Master of Maine for a dispensation to open and hold a Lodge 

of Instruction in the City of Portland, nnd the Most Worshipful Grand Master 

wa~ pleased to grant their request; accordingly there was a lodge organized, 

and a suitable code of by-laws was adopted; it has been in operation dnring 

the year past, and has proved of essential l)enefit to the craft in thi~ vicinity. 

1 exceedingly regret my appointment to the office of District Deputy Grand 

Master for the past year. Circumstances beyond my control have pre,·ented 

my visiting the greater part of the lodges in my District; and I hope some 

more worthy brother, who can better attend to the duties of the office, will be 
appointed in my stead for the year ensuing. 

A 11 of which is most respect fully submitted, 

STEVENS SMITH, D. D. G. M . Jtl Ai<tJtmic f)islrid. 

May 5· •857· 

FOURTH DISTRICT. 

Tflllu llfosl l¥orshipful Gr1111d l11dge of flfaine. 

The undersigned, 0. 0. G. Master of the Fourth Masonic District, ru.ks 

leave to submit the following report : 
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I have visited the several lodges in said District, embracing Lincoln Lodge 

at Wiscasset, A Ina al Damariscotta. Uristol nl Bristol, King Solomon's at 

Waldoboro, S t . r.eorgc's at W a rren, O lien t at Thomasto n. Aurora at Rock · 

land. Rockland at Rockland, Eureka at St. Georg!!. during the ma.~on ic' year 

ending May. t857, except Bristol Lodge, at Rristol, in which .:a•e the \\' . 

Master of that lodge, by s pct..-ial request, met me at Alna Lod ge. when I 

lea rned their situation. furnis hed blanks, &c. 

In all those visit~. I was rec~ i ved with the utmo't k indness and cordiality, 

and can say in truth , that they were pl ea~aont a nd profitable to me, if not to 

the brethren. Tho; ofiice r& in the sevt:ral lodge' nbo\'e named, so fa r ns 1 can 

judge, a re well info rmed, efficient b rethren; and there exists as mucb uni· 

for mi ty in the \ Vork and Lectures, aS<ould be e xi><'cted under all circumstance•. 

T he nine lodge.• in the f our th Oi~trict return •179 mem bers; fees to the 

(; rand Lodge at .r2j~ each. is S59.87 .!2 ; initiatio ns 65. "hich, at one dollar 

ea~h, i• ~5.00; making in all $ 1 ~~.87'·!; which s um 1 have paid 10 the c; rand 

Trea!iurer. 

ln regard to Union Lodge at Union, the matter s tands the same as at the 

!JM a nnual communication o f the Grand Lodge. and it is left for the Grand 

Lodge t? determine what action is necC!isary to be taken in the premi~es. 

I have, during the pa~t masonic _}ear. in pur<uance o f a ,·nte pa-.secl by the 

f:ra nd Locjge, called two Convention~ nf the several lodges in ~aid Dbtrict,t<> 

wit: one in W a ldoboro ogh, and one in Thoma~ton , fo r the plllpose of in· 

struction in the W ork :lllcl Lectures ill the ~c v~ml d egrees; I believe but one 

lodg.: ill the dis11ict wa~ represented in either o f the Cml\'entions, except the 

lodge where they were ho lden ; and :<o far as the Fourth District is concerned, 

I think very little good has resulted from thOiil! conventions. 

All of which is respectfully ~ubmitted, 

JUit N Mll.I.EH., D. D. C.Jlfnslcr11h 1lhu. Di.rt. 

FIFTH DISTRICT. 

7'o the Af11sl 11't>rrhipful Gr.z11d Lodg.? o/ , lhunc. 

The District Deputy Grand Master o f the Fifth Masonic District asks leave 

to report-

T hat the re arc nille working lodges in thi~ Masonic Districl. 

I have visited a ll the lodges in the distric t (excepting Lafayette Lodge, No. 

~S) o nce. and some of them several time3. I have distributed to them the 

necessary blanks as furnished by the Grand Secretary. 1 have ins t.alled the 

officers in se\•eral lodgt:S, and have given sueh instruction as was d eemed 

necessary. 
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The Frate rnity in this di~trict, with but s light exceptions, is in a healthy 

and vigorous condition. Numher of members returned , 337; number initiated 

the past year, 45· 
I 

There has been no masnnic convention held in this distoict the past year. 

Upon consultation with vaoious officers and members o f lodges. it was found 

inconvenient to hold such conventions with a fa ,•o raule prospect o f anything 

like a geneo·al attendance. 

Ail of which is respectfully submitted , 

M. E. HAMLEN, D. D. G. Jlf asler. 

SI XTH DISTRICT. 

To the llfo>sl IVorsh ij>ful Gra ud L odgt t>f llfuim·. 

The Dis trict Depnty Grand !\las te r o f the Sixth Masonic Dis tlict he rewith 

presents his annual repo rt. 

There are in Lhis di>trict nine cha rte red lodges, viz: Amity, ~t. Paul'~, 

King David's. Pbcenix , Mount Ho pe, Marine rs', H oward, Unity and S tao• in 

the West. The s ix firs t named I vis ited o fficia ll r . and found them in a healthy 

and Aourishing conditiool; noion and harmony prevailed, und the hre thre11 

appeared to be actua ted by the spirit o f friendship and b i'Othe rl y love. In 

examining their records I found them correc tly kept, and tha t in their proceed­

ings they had ve ry geneoally confoomed to the Cons titution, and to the edicts 

and recommendations o f the Grand Lodge. 1 examined them in the o pening 

and closing ceremonies, work and lectures, and gave such ins trnc tion and 

advice as ci rcumstances seemed to require. 

In consequence of s ickness in my family, I was unable to vis it lloward, 

U nity and Star in the W est Lodges in the month of Aptil. as I intended. I 

however took measures to asce rtain their standin~. and learn that they a rc 

united and harmonious, and that they endeavor to confo rm to the rules and 

regula tions governing th-e O rde r. 

In addition to the a fo re·mentioned charte red lodges, the re are two under 

dispensation, vii'.: Hiram Abiff, in W est Appleton, and fs land Lodge, in 

lslesho rough. lliram Abiff Lodge returns thirteen mc ml.Je rs, and the names 

of fiv e candidates ; Island Lodge did not recejve their di!<pensation until arter 
the fir~t of April, consequently have made no re turns. 

T n confo rmity to a resolve of the Grand Looge at its annual communication 

in May last, l called a convention of masons on the 7th day of October last in 

Belfast, which was in session three days. Bro. D ockham, the G rand Lec­

turer, was present, and gave instruction in the work and lectures, which was 
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well. and I believe profitably received. I gave due and timely notice of the 

time, place of meeting, and object of the t o m•ention to all the lodges: the re 

was, howe ver, at no time during the sess ion. but five lodges represented . 

In con•cqueuce o f the s mall number attending this conve ntio n. and ha ving 

duubt~ of the con~titotionality Qf the afooesaid resolve. l did not call :~ n oth er. 

The \\hole nnmhe r o f rnemher~ retuoned in th is district is J4t) : numbe r o f 

init ia tions 52; amount o f initiat ion fees Ssz; a mount o f annual fees $-IJ-62; 

whole amount $95.6z ; which I h:H'e paid ove r to the G oand Treasurer. 

A II o f "hich is respectfully submitted, 

May 5· t lSSi· MINOT C REHORE. D . D. G. tlft1stu. 

SEVENTH DISTRICT. 

1(, t /, ,l[ost ll"orshif/ul Grand f..odg.: •1 ,1/aim·. 

The nistrict lleputy Grand Mas te r o f the ~e1•enth Masonic Dis trict asks 

l~ave to submit his annual repotl. 
This is the hugrst Dh tlicr in the S ta le. cont;~ ining thi rteen lodges; one o f 

which, Hene1•olent at Carmd. i~ wo rking undeo a di~pensation , which will he 

returned to the <; rand Lodge at th is comm unicatio n, a nd tht:y \\ill then a:.k 

fo r a ~ha rt er. 

It has no t been cotl\'enient for me to visit a ll the lodges in th~ nistlict the 

pas t ye:1r : a t my oequest Bro. Joseph l'o llard visited Pioneer Lodge, a t Pla n· 

ta tion No. tt , a nd Bro. E. ~. Averill l'i"cataqui~ Lodge, at Milo. 

r have d is tributed to the lodge~ the necessary blank ~. and the copiC" o f the 

proceedings of the Grand Lodge. &c .. a~ the y have been furnished me. 

Agreeably to the resolution o f the Grund Lodge a t its laJ<t annual communi· 

cation, I called two conventio ns o f Lodges of Ins truc tio n ; one at Dover. on 

the twelfth of N ovember, a nd the othe r at Bangor, on the ninth of D ecembe r. 

These Lodges of Instruction we re not la rgely a ttended. a.r1d hardly poodnced 

in this UiMrict the bene ficial effect which wall expected to a rise from them. 

My p redecessor repo rted tha t but two of the twelve lodge~ then in the Di~ · 

trict wo rked in accordance with tht! ins tructions o f the G rand Lodge. ram 

happy now ho weve r to s ta te, that severa l moot! of the lodges are endeavo oing 

to correct their wo rk by the proper sta ndard~ 11hile I a m al•o g rieved to l'ay 

that a fe 11 nf the lodges refuse to acknowledge the authority of the G rand 

Lodge. I hope, however. tha t this o pposition will soon cease, and the lodges 

in this Dis trict enjo y that unifo rmity which is so much to be desired. 

All the lodges in thi ~ District are in a flonrlshing condition, and gene rally 

their record.~ are well kept, and the ancient landmarks duly o bse rved. I have 

endeavored by admo nition, a nd reproof when need~. to maintain the rules 
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and regulations of the Grand Lodge, and the true chamcter of thi.~ anci4!nt and 
honorable society. 

From the returns of the lodge~ to the first of April last, I conden~e the 
following: 

Number of members, 

Number of initiation~. 

Amount of initiation fees, 

Amount of annual fees, 

Total fees due the Grand Lodge, 

390 
So 

which latter sum l have paid over to the Grand Tre:L~orer. 
Sr2Z 75 

One matter which occasions much regret, as well some apprehension, is thc 

large number of Master Masnns in this District wbo are not memb.:rs of any 

lodge. One lodge retu rns seventy·fil'e resident Master Masons not member!' 

o f any lodge, and the whole number of unaffiliated masons is ninety-two. 

W.ould it not be we ll for tht: lodges to endeavor to correct this by causing all 

unaffiliated Maste r Masons to he fraternally urged, by becoming m~mber8 of 
some lodge, to fulfill the dutie~ they owe the fraternity ? 

May 5· 1857· JOliN ]. BELL. D. D. G. M . 7th Distrirt. 

EIGHTH DISTRICT. 

To ll1e Afnst fVorshijlful Gruud Lm~::e of ilfaint. 

The undersigned, U. D. G. l.las te r for the Eighth Masonic District, has at 

tended 1o the duties of his office, to the best of his ability. and hegs leave to 
1eport. 

There are in thi~ District four 1\'0 tking lodges. 

Hy a warrant !rom theM. W. G. Master, I consecrated Tremont I.C>d,::e. at 

Tremont, and installed its officers, on the zzd September, A. 1.. s8s6. and 

made a return of Ill)' doings to the Grand Secretary at the time. The record, 

of this lodge have been poorly kept and the work badly done. 

Lygouia Lodge I have visited often, and found it in good condition, and ~~~ 
increase of intererest in the revi!led 1\'0rk, on the pan of the offict:rs and 1ncm 

bers. 

Rising Sun Lodge is not in a.~ good condition in regard to the 1\'0rk and it~ 

records as l shoukl wish, but they hltve had some addit ions of ne w n•cmhers, 

wh.o 1 think, wi ll prove an acqui~ition. 

Felicity Lodge. I consider to be in order in the work, as well a.~ in the other 

duties of both officers and members. 

Pursuant to ins truction from theM. W. Grand Lodge, I convened the sev 

eral lodges of this District at Ellsworth, on the 25th Decembe r las t, and at 
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Buck~port, on the roth February last, for the purpose of instruction in the 

revised wmk and lec ture~. hy R .. W. S. 13. Dockham, Grand Lecturer of Maine. 

AI the firM convention, the lodges were a ll represented but Tremont Lodge ; 

a l the second con\'.;ntinn, the District 11as fully represented, and a great deal 

of intere~t manifested. 

1\ II of which is rt!spectfully ~ubmitted, 

~. I'. TIIOMAS, n. D. G. ,1/. Stlt ni.·tncl. 

NINTH DI STRICT . 

Ttr tlu .1/tnl /l'~rshipful Gmud Ludt[t: •'./ Jlfaiu.:. 

The nndersigned, District Deputy Grand Master of said llistrict, a>oks leave 

to make h1s annual report : 
That there are five lodges in this district, viz: Warren, at East Machias; 

Eastern, :u Eastport; Washington, at Lul>ec; C rescent, at Pembroke; and 

;-;t. Croix, at Calais. I received a petition directed to the ;\1. W . Grand ~l aster, 

dated at Cherryfield, March 4, 1857. s igned by seven Master 1\Iasons, and r~c· 

ommended by Warren Lodge, ::-<o. z. at East Machias, praying that a dispen· 

s.tt ion may be granted thern to meet as a regnlar Lodge of Free and Accepted 

Mason~; 11hich petition \\aS approved and signed by me, and forwarded to the 

}1. W . (;rand Master, and I presume a dispensation was granted. although I 

bav~ nc,t beeu officially informed of the fact. l have visited Eastern Lodge a 

number of times during th~ past year. 1 have vi~ited Crescent Lodge, at 

l'embroke, ll1;ce; the other lodges 1 ha1•e not been able to visi t, but have ap· 

pointed competent brethren, who have attended to the duty for me. I lind 

that all the lodges (especially tho~c who have availed themselves of the in· 

struction gil'en hy R. W . S. H. Dockham, Grand Lecturer,) have become well 

posted in the revised work and lectures. 

Although the lodges are not increasing in numbers as rapidly a:. they did a 

few year~ ago, stm there is a good degree of interest manifes ted, and 1 trus t 

the brethren are striving to disseminate the excellent tenets of our O rdt:r. by 
practicing the exalted virtues of brotherly lo\•e, relief and truth. 

In accordance with a resolve, passed at the last annual communication of 

the l\1. ,V , Grand Lodge, I have called, duting the past year, two ma.<onic 

conventions. The first was holden at !'ern broke, on the z6th, 27th and 28th 

days of August: during the session, Crescent l-odge wru; constituted, and their 

otliccrs duly installed, lry 1{. W. S. B. llockham, Grand Lecturer, who was 

!<peci.1lly appointed for that purpose by theM. W. Gr.1nd Master; two candi­

date5 wer\l cn tercd, pass~;:d and rai~;ed to the sublint~;: degree of ~!aster Mason. 

On tiris (JCCas ion the wor.k and lcct11r~s were fully exemplified; and l would 
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here state that in all my travels (and I have visited lodges in several States of 

the Union and in the Province of New Brunswick) [have never seen a person 

more thoroughly posted up or better qualified to give instruction in the sev­

eral degrees in Masonry, than Bro. Dock bam. 

The second convention \las held at Eastport, j;lnuary :qtb, 25th and z6th­

At this convention there was a fair attendance, although all the lodget; in the 

Oistric t were not represented. R. W. Bro. Dockham was present, anrl occn· 

pied the time in giving instruction to the brethren, ~nd the tirne p;~~sed of[ tt) 

the satisfaction of all pr~:sent. 

Whole! number of members returned in this District the past year, are 173 

Number of In itiations, z6 
A mount of Initiation fees, 

A rnount of A natual fees, 

vVhole amount, 

which has been remitted to the Grand Treasurer. 

$z6.oo 
~ 1.62 

St. Croix Lodge, at Calais, has not forwarded to me their returns nor does 

A II of which is respectfully submitted, 

JCHlN L. BOWMAN, JJ. JJ. G. llf<rJt~r9tlt Ill. Dist. 

Eastport, May 1, a8s7-

TENTH DISTRICT. 

To tlu: /I{IJSt 11/IJrsltipjit! Grand Lodgo o/ illa111e. 

The undersigned, D. D. C.:. !\·Jaster of the Tenth Masonic Dis trict, asks 
leave to report as follO(VS. 

This District consists of five lodges, viz: Maine, No. 20, at Wilton, returns 

forty members; initiated five, rejected two, due.~ to C.: rand Lodge Sao. 

This lodge has within the year purchased and neatly finished a nd furnished 

a convenient lodge room, with two ante-rooms and attic, at an expense to the 

lodge of four hundred and eighteen dollars and thirty-one cents, leaving the 

lodge in debt about two hundred dollars. They r<!ceived considerable a.ssist­

ance in furnishing the lodge from members and uther generous brethren. I 

doubt whether there is another a.~ good and cheap a lodge room in the State. 

Northern Star, No. 28, at North Anson, returns fourteen members; initi­

ated two in two year.s; due Grand Lodge $5-50- The time of accepting, initi­

ating, &c., blank. The return was made to me at too late a day to be sent 

back for correction. This lodge nee:ls a revival, and I t:onfidently hope, that 

the convention held there in February, will be attended with beneficial and 

lasting results to them. 
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Somer~et, No. 3<1· at Skowhegan, returns sixty six members; of these, seven 

are clergyman, and nine absent from the State, leaving fifty paying members; 

due' to the Grand Lodge, $1J.:5. 
This lodge has had the name of being one of the be:.t working lodges in the 

State, and 1 am sorry that tlu~y appear to be perfectly satisfied with their 

pt.:l>cnt attainment!; in masonic knowledge. They were not even repre.,ented 

in either of the conventions holden in this District. 
Thu nmnner in which the rc,·ords are kept o·cfiucts the highest c rcdit on 

Hro. J. l'hi lbrick, Secrelary, and they arc well wo rth examining by Secretnl'ic~ 

of other lodges. 

Blue Mountain, No. 67, a1 Phillips. 'o return. 

Key Stone, No. &l, at Solon; returns thirty l\\0 members; initiated one; 

due:< to Grand Lodge Ss.oo. 
A 1 the time [ visited the lodge. there was a severe storm, and but few were 

pr~Nmt. The Secretary was ubsent with thll keys; and the book~ being 

locked up, l had no opportunity to examine the records. 

From reliable information, I think this lodge is in a healthy !>late, nit hough 

they are doing but litlle work. 

During the past year, I have visited all the lodges in the District once, and 

h.n·e devoted all the time to the good of Masonry, that my health and a fair 

.11tention to my usual vocations wuuld permit. 

In :u.:cordance with the resolution passed at thc lnst meetinl' of the Grand 

Lodge, I called two Conventions-one at Wilton, in july ; theotherat North 

1\nson, in February- both or which were attended by R. W. !::i. U. UocJ..hnm, 

(;rand Lecturer. The btmcfit~ of his efficient instructions will undouhtedly 
be \ isible for years to com~ . 

For private reasons, I mu~t decline being a candid.tte for reappointment ; 

and although my succes~or c.snnot be more devot.:d to the good or the in~ti · 

tution, l hope he may have more masonic knowlt:dge, leisure and health to 

dci'Olc to it, than l havo had. 

Uur goatitude is due to thc l;rand tllastcr of the Universe for his p•otccting 

care of us; as there has not beien a suspension, e~pubion, or death, in this 
IJi,t•ict, dUJing the year. 

, \11 which i;, rcspt:etfully submitted, 

JUI:IN H. WILl-ARD. D. D. G. 11/tul~r. 
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J:ist • of • Subordinatt • J:odg¢s, 
W ITtt TttEIR, PRINC IPAL OFFICERS, 

AS RETURNED APRIL x, 1857· 

FIRST DISTRICT . 

R. W. TIMOTHY J. 111t.KKAY, Saco. D. n. G. 111. 

::.aco, 9· Saco. Edward P. Burnham, "; William !Jobson, S\\'; Mark Prime, 

JW; james II. Pillsbury, s Stated Meetings, second Friday of each 

month, and fourth Friday of each month, except june, July. August and 

September. 
Vork, 22, Kennebunk. Orin Kimball, M; A. 111. Mendum, sw; John II. Fer· 

guson, JW; Amos Lunt, s. Stated Meetings, Monday on or before the 

full moon. 
Adoniram, z7, Limington. Isaac II. Libby, ~1; William II. McArthur,sw; 

Austin P. II ill, JW; Arthur MeA rthur, ::.. Stated :\leeting~. Tue,day on 

or before full moon. 

Freedom, '12• Limerick. Aaron N. Braduury, M; Thomas 1'. I' lace, sw; Geo. 

Roberts, JW; Samuel 13. Philpot, s. Stu ted Meetings, Wednesday on or 

preceding rull moon. 

Dunlap, 47• Biddeford. Fred D. Edgerly, M; Is rael f'. Scamman, sw; Mi­

chael Siegman, ;w; Barnabas E. Cutter, s. Stated llleetings, fir::.t Moll· 

day in each month. 

::it. John's, 51, South Berwick. Benjamin F. Parks, ll; Abner Oakes, sw, 
George II. Wakefield, JW; john N. Goodwin, s. Stated Meetings, Tucs· 

day on or berore full moon. 

Fraternal, 55• Alfred. Joshua Ifcnick, M; Edward Chase, sw; lliram N. 

Tripp, JW; Wm. Trafton, s. Stated Meetings, on Wednesday of full 

moon. 

Arundel, 76, Kennebunk. Samuel l'ope, M; Wooduury Goodwin, sw: C. C. 

Peterson, ;w: II. H . Chadbourne, s. Stated llleetingl>, Tue!oday on or 

preceding full moon. 
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SECOND DISTRICT. 

k. W. UANIP.I. 1'. Anvuon, Po1and, D. D. G. M. 

Oriental, 13, Hridgton. George S mall, M; Asa Warren, sw; A.M. Savage, 
JW; Samuel Andrews, 2d, s. S tated Meetings, Monday of the week 

preceding full moo n. 

Oxfo rd. 18, No1way. George W.l\lilleu, M; Benj. G. Barrow,;, sw; George 

jackson, JW; R. ti. Childs, s. ~tated Meetings, Thursday of the week 
in which the moon fulls. 

( lriental Star, 21, North I .ivermore. joseph Covell, M; George Bates, sw: 

Gideon Ellis, j w : Lewi:; A. Farrar, ~. !:itated Meetings, Tuesday on or 

before every full moon. 

Tranquil, 29, Danville. Augustus Callahan, M; Charles Niebuhr, sw ; Isaac 

H . W e;.ton, J\V; Joseph 1'. Fessenden, l:>. Stated Meetings, Wednesday 

on or before full moon. 

Bla~ing Star. JO, Rumfo rd. Ira A. Putnam, ~~; Ja~. N. Hrickett, s w ; Aaron 

J. Abbott, JW; james M. Dolloff, s. !:itated Meetings, Wednesday on 

before full moon. 

Muunt Moriah, 56, Do::nmark. William l'ingre«, M; Jo~eph Hennett, sw; L. 

K. Ingalb, ,1\\': Francis L. Rice. s. Stated Meetings, W ednesday on or 

l>efore ~ach full moon. 

'J'y rian. 73· 1\l inot. Josiah Carr, M; A. Golderman, sw; Alonzo 1' . . Lamb, 

JW; 0 . U. ()winal, ~. Stated Meetings, Thursday on or before full moon. 

THIRD DISTRICT. 

1<. W. jull:- C. H UMI' IIR.E\'S, Brunswick, D. D. G. l\1 . 

!'o reland, 1. l'o rtland. Henry C. J.ovell, M ; Charles F . King, sw; H arrison 
B. llrown, JW: 1\loses Dodge, s. Stated Meetings, second Wednesday of 

o:ach month. 
L' nited, S, Brunswick. (.;o:org" W . Chase, M; Joseph .Stetson, sw; Charles 

Crosman, JW ; William Baker, s. Stated Meetings, third Tuesday of each 

month. 

C umberland, rz ,New Gloucester. T. II. Weymouth, M ; Geo. W. Plummer, 

~~~·; J ohn Preble, JW; Moses Plummer, s. Stated Meetings, Monday 

before full moo n. 
S()lar, q, !:lath. 0. 1{. Wylie, ~~; j. !>Jathews, sw: M. McQuarrie, JW; }. 1'. 

\lien, s. Stated ~1t:etin g~, first Tbursclay of each month. 

II) 
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Ancient Landmark , 17, l'ortland. A. 1'. l)tinson. M; Warren Phillips, l>\\ : 

Daniel W . Fessenilen, JW l Ira l:lerry, s. Stated Meetings, first W ednes­

day in each month. 

Freepo rt , 23, Freepo rt. john Collins . ~~; Samuel Thing, sw; j ohn L. Kel­

sey, JW: J. M. Smythe, s. Stated Meetings, Monday previous to full 

moon. 

Casco, 36. Yarmonth. W . G. ll itc.hcock, ~~; john E. llrooks, sw: Daniel 

M. Stubbs, JW; A n~el L . Loring, s. Stated ~leeting~. on or preceding 

full moon. 

Harmony, 38, Gorham. Thoma.; J. llasty, M; j I. Steven-., S\\ ; Arthur ?.1. 
Benson, JW: John C. Card, s. Stated Meetings, Wednesday on or be­

fore foil moon. 

Atlantic, 81, Portland. William 1'. Preble, ] r., M; F ranklin Fox, sw; j. B. 

Fillebrown, JW; A. M. Burton, s. Stated Meetings, third W ednesday 

evening of every month. 

Temple, 86, Saccarappa. George Warren, M: Jonas Raymond, sw; j o hn L. 

Ashby, JW; Charles E. Smith, s . Stated Meetings, Tuesday cv~:ning 

every week on which the moon is !oil. 

FOURTH DISTRICT. 

R. W . OliVER J. FP.RNALD, Thomaston, U. U. C. M. 

Lincoln, 3· Wisca sset. Dau'l K. Kennedy, M: Calvin R. llaraden, sw; Ceo. 

Scott, JW: S. W . Robinson, s. Stated Meetings, ThurNday evening pre­

ceding full moon. 

Orient, 15, Thomaston . E. B. II ink ley, M: George F. Carr, sw; George G. 

Merrick, JW; H. C. Levensaler, s. Stated Meetings, Tuesday preceding 

full moon. 

St. George's, a6, Warren. Stephen B. Uockham, )t: Alden M. Wetherbee, 

s w ; james Kirkpatnck, JW; George Kirk. s. Stated Meetingll, Monday 

on o r preceding full moon. 

A Ina, -l.3• Damariscotta. Dan'l A. Campbell. M; Thomas Dearing, sw; J>ea ­

body Simmons, JW ; lsaRc ChaJ>man, s. Stated Meetings, Wednesday 

preceding full moon. 

Aurora, 50, Rockland. Charles N. venuaiue, M; Thomas Jl. Glove,., :;w; 

Benjamin B. Bean. JW; Richard Walker , s. Stated Meetings, W ednes­

day evening o n or before full moon. 

King Solomon's, 6 1. Waldoborough. William Engley, M; Thos. Genthner, 

sw; M. M. Rawson, jw: John Balch, s. Stated Meetings, F'tiday p re­

ceding fuJI moon. 
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Hristol, 74, l:lristol. James H. Varney. M; james Myer~, sw; Silas Wood· 
bury, JW; James Varney. s. Stated Meetings, Monday before full moon. 

Rockland, 79· Rockland. J. Gatchell, M; William Farrow, sw; D. H. Ingra­
ham, JW: T. H. McLain, s. Stated Meelings, Tuesday evening p reced­
ing fu.ll moon. 

Eureka, S4, St. George. Samuel H. jackson, M ; Lewis Ogi~r, sw; John E. 
Dailey, JW; J. H . Bradford, s. ~tated Meetings, Thursday evening. 

FIFTH DIST~ICT. 

R. W. MoSES E. li.A)ILE N, Augusta, D. D. G. M. 

Kennebec, 5• Hallowell, Francis J. Day, ~~ ; Hiram Fuller, sw; Greenleaf 
Robinson, JW; JJaniel Russell. s. Stated Meetings, Wednesday preced­
ing full moon. 

Village, :!6, Bowdoinham. A. H . Cheney. M; Crmvers Purinton, sw; Wm. 

H . Wood, Jll'; ]. <.;.Allen, sec. Stated Meetings, Wednesday preceding 
full moon. 

If crmon, J2. Gardiner. James M. Colson, ~~ ; Daniel Hildreth, sw; Willjam 
H. By•am, )\\'; Law~on H . Green, s. Stated Meetings. Tuesday preced· 
ing every full n•oon. (These officers elected in April, 1857·) 

Waterville. 33· Waterville. j. H. Urummond, M; Charles M. Morse, sw; 
E. G. Meader, JW; Edward II. Piper. s. Stated Meetings, Mo~day on or 
before full moon. 

Bethlehem, 35, Augusta. George S. ~1ulliken, M; Ephraim Eallard, sw; 
George W. Ricker, J''' i Wolf joseph, s. Stated Meetings, Monday p re­
ceding full moon. 

Central, -15• China. Alfred Fletcher, M; Mark Rollins, Jr. , sw; Daniel W. 
Griffin, JW; U. W. Washburn, s. :::itated Meetings, Wednesday on or 
before full moon. 

Lafayette, 4S, Readfield. Emery 0. Bean, M; Asa Gile, sw; Ira S. Chap· 
man, JW; Matthew Hayward, s. Stated Meetings, Saturday on or last 
before full moon. 

Vassalborough. S·lo Vassal borough. John Homans, M; joseph E. Wing, sw; 
Timothy Howell, JW: Edward Gray, s. Stated Meetings, Tuesday on or 
before full moon. 

Ri~hmond. 6J, Richmond. James C. Boynton, M; D. W. C. Chamberlain, 
S\1' : George H. llatcb, JW; james M. Kelley, s. Stated Meetings, Mon­
day evening on or before each full moon. 
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SI XTH DISTRICT, 

R. W. MrNOT CRY.JJORE, Lincolnville. D. D. G. M. 

Amity, o, Camden. Samuel Chase. M; Elbridge G. Knigbr, :;w; Robert W . 

jacobs, JW; joseph G. Myrick, s. Stated Meetings, Friday evening on 

o r before fall moon. 

Ph<x:nix, 24, Belfast. A !den t>. Chase, M; II. F. jones, sw; john Est en, JW; 

Timothy Thorndike, s. Stated Meerings. Monday at or preceding full 

moon. 
Unity, 58, Freedom. Harrison lllcU aniel, M; Jonathan Fuller, sw; lther· 

mah B. Thompson, JW; N P. Bean, s. Stated Meetings, Thursday on 

or preceding full moon. 

Mount Hope. 59, Hope. john G. Fish, M; G. ~!. Blackinton, sw; Church 

Fish, JW; H enry Hobbs, s. Stated Meetings, Wednesday before full 

moon. 
King David's, 6z, Lincolnville. David Howe. :M; Joseph Brew5ter, sw; Is­

rael Decrow, JW; U enry C rebore, s. Stated Meetings, Tuesday on or 

preceding full moon. 

Mariners', 1)8, Searsport. M. Packard, M; C. IJ . Whitney, sw: U. V. Jllitch­

ell, JW; lsaiah Blethen, s. Stated Meetings, Tuesday on or preceding 

full moon. 

Howard, 69, F rankfort. Edward j. Bolon, M ; Elisha C. Arey, sw; Job 

Lord, JW: W. R. Rell. s. Stated Meetings, Friday on or preceding full 

moon. 

St. Paul's, 82, Rockport. W. 0. Andrews, "; P. J. Carleton, sw; P. !:iimon· 

ton, JW; W. Jl. Washburn, s. Stated Meetings, .:llonday evening pre 

ceding foil moon. 

Star in the West, 85, Unity. john C. Hussey, M; Samuel N. Murch, sw; 
Nathaniel W. Stetson. JW; Robert Webb, s. Stated 1\ofeetings, Tuesday 

preceding full moon. 

Hiram Abiff, u. o., West Appleton. .\ cring officer!>-William Morang, :\1; 

Asa Gowen, sw; William Leghr, JW; John Adams, s. Stated Meetings, 

Thursday on or before fuJI moon. 

SEVENTH DISTRICT. 

R. W . Jowoo~ J. BEI.l, Carmel, I>. 1>. G. M. 

Rising Virtue, ro, Bangor. Gustavus F. Sargent, M; Jeremiah Fenno. S\\ : 

Silas Alden, JW: George W. Snow, s. Stated Meetinj.\s, Tue.~day even· 

ing on or preceding full moon. 
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Penobscot, 39, Oexter. Keuben Flander&, M; W. S. Allan. sw; W. II. P. 
Bement. JW; Cyrus Fo~s. s. Stated Meetings, Monday on or before full 
moon. 

l'iscataquis, •14· Milo. William E. Could, M; John S. Sampson, sw; The· 
ophilus Sargent, Jr., JW; Rus~ell Kiuredge, ~. Stated Meetings, Friday 
on or before full moon. 

Meridian Splendor. 49, NewJ>Oot. Jo~eph Knight. ": Abel W. Chabin. sw; 
Henry W. Towle. JW; Elisha W. Shaw, s. Stated Meetings, Thursday 
on or preceding each full moon. 

Mosaic, 52, ])over. Edward 1'. Edell, )I ; <..:harle5 \I. .Buck. sw: Samuel M. 

Sewell. JW: Sands Bailey, s Stated J\leetinlr.'· Thursday on or preced· 
ing full m9«)n. 

Star in the East, 6o, Old Town. Joshua 1\uck. M: Lorenzo Moor, sw; Moses 
Woodman. JW: Solomon Moulton. s. Stated Meerings, Monday evening 
preceding lull moon. 

l'ncific, 64. Exeter. Lewis Barker. M ; N:uh'l E. Brown, sw: C. M. Spooner, 
JW; Joshua Palmer, s. Stated Meetings, Wednesday 1'. M. on or preced· 
ing full moon. 

Mystic, 65, Hampden. 1<. K. tetson, )I; . 0. S. Stone, sw; D. Crockett, JW; 

james II. Stuart, s. Stated ~le~tings, third Tuesday of each month. 
~lechanics', 66, Orono. Henry J-1. Brackett, M; Peleg T. Whimey. sw; Isaac 

Sanbom, JW; 0. 1'. Merryman. s. Stated Meetings, Wednesday evening 

on or before foll moon. 
Plymouth, 75• l' lymouth. B. F. W. Kimball, M; James B. Morse, sw: Sam'l 

S. llackett, JW; Daniel Stone. s. Stated Meetings, Tuesday on or pre· 
ceding full moon in each month. 

!:>t. Andrew's, l>J. Bangor. James rr. Butler, M; Charles w. l:imall, SW; Ed 
win F. Dillingham, JW: james I r. Eaton, s. Stated Meetings. Friday 
evening on or preceding full moon. 

Benevolent. u. o., Carmel. Acting officers-Rufus Day, )t; Hiram Ruggles, 

sw; SamuelS. Dalcin, JW; John J. Bell. s. Stated Meetings, Wednes· 
day of week of full moon. 

E IGHTH DISTRICT. 

R. W. S!'OF'FORO i:'. THOMAS, Ellsworth, D. D. G. M. 

Felicity, 19, Bucksport. Samuel Dorr, M; Thomas B. Emery, sw; Horace 
}>. Fifield, JW; James P. Barker, s. Stated Meetings, Monday evening 

preceding full moon. 
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Lygonia, 40, Ellsworth. Benjamin F. Thomas, M; Charles H. Barton, sw; 
Israel M:Ciay, JW; William Some• by, s. S tated Meetings, on or pre· 
ceding full moon each month. 

Rising Sun, 71, Orland. Nathan Emerson, M; Henry W. Gott, sw; Benj. 
Morrill, JW; Nathan H . Powel'i'. s. Stated Meetings. first Tuesday i11 
each month. 

Tremont, 77, Tremont. Benjamin Richardson, M; William Heath, sw; An­
drew Tarr, ;w; John Richardson, s. Stated Meetings, Friday on or pre­
ceding full moon. 

NINTH DISTRICT. 

R. W. ]OHN F. HARRTS, East Machias. D. D. G. M. 

Warren, 2, East Machias. John F. Harris, M; jas. Jenks, sw; Elijah Hall, 
}\V; H . A. Raymond, s. Stated Meetings, first Tuesday before full 
moon. 

Eastern, 7• Eastport. Edward S. Corey, )J; Randal B. Clark, sw; Edward 
R. Bowman, JW ; A.M. N. Hawkes. s. Stated Meetings, first Monday 
in each month. 

Washington, 37• Lubec. Taft Comstock, M; William j. (;oodwin, sw; ]as. 

A. Joy, JW; H. C. Ring, s. Stated Meetings, Wednesday. 
St. Croix, 46, Calais. Joshua A. Veazie, M: James Simpson, sw; Edward 

N. Harris, JW; S. B. Berry, s. Stated Meetings, Monday preceding full 
moon. 

Crescent, 78, Pembroke. B. Atkinson, M; L. T. Reynolds, sw; L. L. Wad~­

worth, JW; Benjamin F. Miner, s. Stated Meetings, Wednesday on or 
before fu ll moon. 

Narraguagus, (u. D.), Cherryfield. Acting officers-). A. Milliken, M; Geo. 
D. Strout, sw; Amos Dyer. ;w; James C. Adams. s. 

TENTH DISTRICT. 

R. W. 0J.LV£R R. BACHELl-ER, Solon, D. D. G. M. 

Maine, 20, Wilton. James C. Hacker, M; Reuel B. Fuller, sw; Daniel 
Daisey, ;w; John H. Willard, s. Stated Meetings, Monday of week of 
full moon. 



r8s7-] Gra11d Lodge of Maitte. 295 

Northern Star, 28, North Anson. Albert :\1oore, M; Moses M. Thompson. 
sw; Oscar F. Albee, JW; Rodney Collins, s. Stated Meetings, Tuesday 

preceding full moon. 
Somerset, 34, Skowhegan. Nat han S. Robinson, M; A. D. M)lrray, sw; jas. 

l'ralt, JW; Joseph Philbrick, s. Stated Meetings, Monday on or preced· 
ing the full moon. 

Blue Mountain, 67, Phillips. Sylvanus l<obbins, M; josiah F. Prescolt, sw; 
Asa T. Talbot, JW; Samuel L. Lambert, s. Stated Meetings. Wednes· 

day nearest the full moon of each month. 
Keystone, So, Solon. [saac W. Adams, M; II. W. Chaney, sw; George W. 

Fargo, JW; 0. R. J:lacbeller, s. Stated Meetings, Wednesday on or next 

. preceding full moon. 

Trustees of the Charity Fund-1857· 

ROBERT P. DuNr-AP, Grand Master, 

HIRAM CHASE, Deputy Grand Master, 

WILLIAM ALLEN, Senior Grand Warden, 

jOHN WiLLIAMS, Junior Grand \Varden, 

Ex-Officio. 

" 
" 

" 
lRA BERRY, Recording Grand Secretary, " 

GILMAN LouGEE, elected May 3, t8ss. for three years. 

GEORm; CRAWFORD, " " " " " 
C HARI-l<:S B. SMl'l'H, .. May z, 1B56, " " " 
STEPHEN WEBBER, " " " " " " 
jOHN MILLER, " May 5, tBs7. " .. " 
ISAAC DOWNING, " .. " " " " " 
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OFFICERS OF THE GRAND LODGE, 

INSTALLED M AY 5, 1857. 

M.W. ROBERT P. DUNLAP, Grand Master, Brunswick 

R.W. HIRAM CHASE, Deputy Grand Master, Belfast 

WILLIAM ALLEN, Senior Grand Warden, Portland 

JOHN WILLIAMS, Junior Grand Warden, Bangor 

MOSE S DODGE, Grand Treasurer, Portland 
,, IRA BERRY. Rec. Grand Secretary, Portland 

" WM. P. PREBLE, JR., Cor. Grand Secretary, Portland 

W.& Rev. CYRUS CUMMINGS, G;and Chaplain, Portland 

" CYRIL PEARL, Baldwin 

JOHN RICHARDSON, S. Berwick 

C. D. PILLSBURY, Bucksport 

EZEKIE L ROBINSON, Bath 

HENRY COX, Portland 

ISAAC SAWYER, Thomaston 

" GEORGE W. DURELL, Calais 

w. S. B. DOCKHAM, Grand Marshal, Warren 

E. P. BURNHAM, Grand Senior D eacon, Sa co 
,, 0. A. MERRILL, Grand Junior Deacon, Topsham 

JOSHUA HERRICK, Grand Steward, Alfred 

SILAS ALDEN, Bangor 

ELIAS G . HEDGE, " .. Augusta 

DAVID BARKER, Exeter 

JOHN BENSON, Grand Sword Bearer. Newport 

" TIMO. THORNDIKE, Grand Pursuivant, Belfast 

SEWARD DILL, Phillips 

Bro. JOHN DAIN, Grand Tyler. Portland 
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PERMANENT MEMBE RS. 

M. W . WILLIAM KtNG,• Bath, I'.G.M. 

SJMON GR£ENL'EAI',* Cambridge, Mass., .. 
WILLIJ\M SWAN,• Portland, 

II CHARt.t:s Fox,• Portland, 

SAMUEl. F ESSENOt:N, Portland, 

ROBERT P. 0UNLAI', Brunsl\;ck, 

NATHANmJ. Con' rN, Illinois, " 
REUEI. \V ASHBURN, Lh·ermo re, 

AR:<;ER B. THOMPSOS. Brunswick. 

IIEZEKIAII WILLIAM~. Castine, .. THOMAS W . 5~111'11,• Augusta, 

jOHN T. PAINE, Somerville, Mass., 

ALEXANUE:R H. PuT~F.\", California , 
II )OSEPII c. STEVF.NS, Bangor, 

j OHN C. H UMPHREYS, Brunswick, 

FREEMAN BRAOFORil, Portland, 

TIMOTII\' CHASE. Belfast, .. jOHN MII.J.ER,• W'arren , 

jAB&Z TRUE, Bangor, .. 
R. W. PEL£(; SPRAGUE, Boston. P. D . G. M. 

AMOS NOURSE, Bath, 

DAVII) C. MACOUN, llath, 

ASAPJr R . NICHUI.S. Augusta, 

jAMES L. C RILD. Augus1a, 
II EUSHA I[AR.OING,• A11gusta. 

SAMUt;l, L. VALENTI N E. Bangor, 

jOHN L. MECQUIKR,* Portland. P. S.G. W . 

G EORGt: THATCHER, Portland, 
II jOEL MII.LER,* Thomaston, 

EZRA B. FRENCH, Damariscotta, 

ISAAC DO\\' NDIG, Kennebunk, 

STEPHEN WEII8F.R, Gardiner, P. J. G. W. 
FRYE IIALL,* Lewiston, 

WILLIAM SOMERBV, Ello;worth, 

THOMAS B. j OHNSTON, Wiscasset, 

WILLIAM KtMBAl. l., Portland, 

• Deceased. 
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STANDING REGULATIONS. 

---------+1---------

1847. May 6. Vot~d, That, hereafter, each subordinate lodge s hall pay an· 

nually to the Grand Lodge, one·eighth o f a dollar for each of its mem · 

hers; and that the sum thus paid, he appropriated jn who le o r in part, 

to the payment o f the expenses of o ne d elegate from each lodge, who 

shall attend the annual communication of the Grand Lodge. 

t851. May 7· Ruolvcd, That no dues of a subordinate lodge be remitted, 

unless upon the petition of such lodge, and the report of a committee 

thereon. 

185~· May 7· Vot~d. That in addit ion to reasonable notice in one o r more 

public newspape rs, the Grand Secretary be required hereafter to noti fy 

a ll meetings of the Grand Lodge, by addressing a circular to the sev · 

e ral officers and permanent me mbers thereof; and one to each subor· 

dinate lodge, s ta ting the time when their returns should be made, dues 

paid, &c. 

t Ss~. May 7· Resofl,td, That it is the sense o f this G rand Lodge, thn t it is 

contrary to the established rules of Freemasonry, for one lodge to craft 

o r raise an Entered Apprentice, initiated in another lodge, without the 

recommendation and consent of the lodge in which he was initia ted. 

1853· May 6. Votni, Upon a construction of the standing rPgulation of 

May 6, 1847, that no representative of a subordinate lodge is en titled 

to pay as such except for actual travel. 

1854· May 5· Ruolv~d, That, in the opinion of this Grand Lodge, no can· 

didate should be p ermitted to receive the degree of Fello w Craft or 

Master Mason, without a sufficient kno wledge of the preceding degree 

to prove himself as a mason of such degree in the usual manner, unless 

in a case of absolute emergency; and that a more hasty manner is un­

masonic and reprehensible. 



Gra11d Lodge of Jl!fni11e. :!99 

•856. May z. Ruolvrd, That all subordinate lodges shall return annually, 
as members, all masons who have been admitted to membership in 
their respective lodges, and whose residence is in this State at the time 
of making said return, subject to the following exceptions, viz: All 
ministers of the gospel who have received the degrees without charge, 
and all masons who have been lawfully expelled or honorably dis­
charged !rom membership; and the foregoing shall be considered the 

construction of the word" munlurs 11 in Sec. 9, Art. I, Part 4th of the 
Constitution and General Regulations of this Grand Lodge. 

1856. May 2. Ruolvrd, That no petition for initiation or for membership 
can be received, nor ballot had thereon. at any rpuia! communication 
of any lodge. except on dispen~ntion. 

1857· May 6. Resolvrd, That the tight (so called) to visit masonically, is 
not an absolute right, bnt is a f~vnr which every lawful mason in 
good standing is entitled to ask, and which the Master may concede or 
refuse, at his discretion; and that no Master of a lodge under this 
jurisdiction shall admit a visitor, when positive objection to such ad­
mission is made by a regular member, or by a lodge. 

1857. May 7· Resolved. That in the opinion of this Grand Lodge the prac­
tice of "calling off ·• a subordinate lodge horn one tintr to another, is 
not in accordance w;th ancient masonic usage. is productive of much 

evil. and should be discontinued. in lodges where it has heen practiced. 
and discountenanced by all, being unma~onic. 

1857· May 7· Resoh•,d, That in balloting for degrees, ,or for membership, 
the subordinate lfldge~< under thi!l jurisdiction be required til conform 
to the following regulation: 

" In balloting, if more than one negative vote appear, the balloting 
shall cease, and the candidate be declared rejected; but if, on I he lirst 
ballot, one negative only appear, a second ballot shall immediately take 
place; and if on rhe second ballot :1 negative still appear. the candi­
date shall be declared rejected.'' 

lk7"lt is the direction of the M. W. Grand Master, that the W. 
Masters of the several lodges in this jurisdiction cause this Report 

of Proceedings to be reac.l in open lodge. 



STATISTICAL TABLE, 
PREPARED FROM LATEST REPORTS OF GRAND LODGES. 

, 'Dateollast l , I , . 1No:,
01 N~.~ Nu. ol INo. lnl-INo. re-(,, LODGES. Report rcc'd. Addre." of C.r.wd Masters. Address ol t,rand Secretaroe.•. tjg~. R=t~. Mem'£. tiatcd. jected, 

Alabama, ........ Dec. 11 o8s61J· McCaleb Willey, Trny. lA. S. Pfister, Montgomery. 238 tot I h,3 •6 1 Ju 
Arkansas,.... Nov. ;. rSss Nat. G. Sonltlt, Tulip, Uallas Co. Thoma. C. 1\!Qrrick, Littl- Pock. <)6 <)< ~.•37 :135 "4 17 
California,. . ~·fay u , 1857 \VnL H . How:. rd. San ~·mociseo. Alex'r G. AbelL San Francisco. • •3 t 13

1 

)tO •r, 903 156 I' 
Connecticut, . . May q, <8;6 William L. Urewer, Norwich. F.liphalet G. Storer, New Haven. 47 47 !.?O.l s oo 37 ~ 
Dist. Columbi .. , Dco 21, <8;6 George<.:. \1 !tiling, Washington. 'G. t\ . Schwa rtzman, Waghington. 10 0 silo I •I• 9 I I I •7 
Delawan!, ...... June 27 1856 Allred P . R obinson, Georgetown. Daniel R . Wolfe, New Castle. •o 0 H~ 31 X 1 

Florida,.. . jan. n , 1857 Thomas V. Henr ·, Quincv. Juhn ll. Taylor, T allahassee. ·II :~• • o309 ••3 58 >ll 4 
Georgia, ....... OcL '28, 1856 \Vm. S . Rock:wetl, Milled'geviile. Simri Ro~e, Macou~ .!OS .!00 I t"2.JH, . r,2.11 2lc-> •f) 52 
Illinois, .... _ jOct. 6 •856 james H. Hibbard, Alton. H. (;. Reyn olds, Knoxville. 2o8 2t>S 7,>o~a 1·W' <1°~ I '"' zo I 
lndiana, .. .. ......... May 26, t8;6 Alexander C. Dowueyt Rising Sun, }i"rnucis Kiog, lndianapo1is. 205 20 --' 4t4-40 , ,403 :t:!a 93 JYl 
Iowa,..... . ... ]nne •· •8s6 J. F. Sanford, Keokuk. ~T. S. Parvin, Muscatin e. ?O S6 zo4 •5 I 730 >S 13 
Kans.-..s, ...... . Jv.ly t"'1 tMs6 Richard R. Rees, Leavenworth . C...:has . . Mundee, Fort Leavenworth . 3 3 8; 
Kentucky, - .. Oct. ' ' • 1856 T . N. Wist, Covington. J. M.S. McC<>rkle. <}reenshur~. 281 •~• <t..'! •S < .. tJ7 ··~ 
J.ouisiana, .. Feu. y, 1857 William M. Perkins, New Orlean•. Snmuel G. R:sk. New Orleans. "'5 1)2 ;,6tq 182 ;6 3'1 
Maine ......... May s. •ll57 Robert P. Dunlap. Brunswick. Ira 13trry. Portlan<l. 8o 78 J.a88 497 ·•·I 3 ' Ql 
Maryland, ...... May 12 •Ss6 Charles Webb. J oseph R obinson, Baltimore. J3 z6 • ·S10 .1 7 
Minnesota, .. jan. 7• 1856 A. T. C. Pieroon, St. Paul. Henry R~ynolds. St. Anthony. S S '1" J" s • 1 
Mississipl>i, .. .... J an. "· •Ss6,Gi le.> 1\f. Hillye r, Natchc.. R. IV, '!'. Daniet Jacksou. •9• llS7 7,7<)6 •;P(•s >7, •3$ >:s 
:\1issouri, ......... ~lay -.r., 1~56 llenjamin Sh>rp, Danvil le. A. O'Sullivan, St. Louis. ISO •so S·3"? Qs<> 77 >s 
~-Hampshire. June •o, •ll; 6 Alfred Greely, l;nrncrsworth . Horace Chase, Hopk:n ton. 28 27 •·3'>8 1 •so 
New Jersey, ..... jan. 14, •8571Jo""ph Trimble, Camden. J oseph B . H ough. Trenton. 4() 43 1,83: 3:11 > i ll/ 
New Y<•tk1 . . . Ju Qt: ,J, rSsn John L. Lewis, Jr., Penn \';tn . james l\f. Au~tin, ~ew York. 353 27t 19,571 0 
~onh C.'lrolina, Juue 3· •Sss P. A. Holt. Cr.tham. W . 'r. !1.ain. Ralt igh . • 16 95 ,,,oo. 1 '"-" ,t.., '~' 1 • 

Ohio, ........ Oct. 2), 18sh Benjamin F. Smith, Mt. Venlllll. John n . C'•.ldwell, Cincinna\i. a ;6 249 10.21)6 1 2,>75 530 IJ(> 35 
Oregon, ......... June 9· 185b A. M. Belt, Salem. Wn>. S. CO'IIdwtll, Portland, 1), T . 11 11 ~~5 63 t Q h • 
Tennessee, .... Oct. (), <8; 6 Thomas 1\lcCullou,gb, Clarkesville, Charles A. Fuller . Nashville. o88 t88 1·750 •JS> 103 >•) 
Texas,. .. .... J3n. H), •857 \ViiHam Steadman. Henderson . A. s. Ruthven, na1Ye5lOn. l 7q r(i.. rl,o.-7 . 729 J29 q2 " ' 
Vermont,...... Jan. <4, '~57 Philip C. Tucker. Vergennes. j ohn B. H ollenbeck. Burlington. I 02 4' 1,83Q <8 
Virginia,......... Dec. 8, 1856 J<~hn S. Caldwell.~, Fredericksburg. John Do1•e, .Kichmond. ,~g 127 4.636 (•) 17 
\Visconsiu,.. june to, 1856 HenryS. Baird, vreen R:.y. \VH1inm R. Smith . l\tinera1 Poiut. 7-4 64 : ,1.21 . 599 53 17 

1 
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ANNUAL COMMUN ICATION. 

The Annual Communication of the M. W. Grand Lodge of Free 
and Accepted lliasons ror the State of Maine, was held at Masonic 
Hall, in the City of Portland, on the first Tuesday in May, A. L. 

s8s8, A. n. r8s8. being the fourth day of said month, at 9 o'clock 

A. ~1. 

PR.SENT, 

M. W . KOIIEI{T 1'. D UNLA I' , 

1<. W. IIJRAM CHASE, .. WILLIAM A I. I.E~ • 
JOHN WILLIAr>IS, 

~lOSES llODGE, 

I RA REitR\. 

WILL I >D1 P. l'l(EBJ.£, 

W.& Rev. CYRUS CU;\IMI~Cs, 

CY JHJ. I'EARI., 

•· EZEKIEL ROUtNSO~. 
llE~R\ COX. 

W. S. B. DOCKHAM. 
DANIEL K. KE~NJO:OY, 

EDWARD P. BUKNIIA;\1, 

J. J. STEVENS, 

JOSH l'A HERRI CK. 

S I LAS ALDEN, 

SEWARD DILl., 

Bro. JOHN DAI:-.', 

Grand Master ; 
Ucputy Grand )Jaster; 

Senior Grand Warden ; 

Junior Grand Warden ; 

Grand Treasurer; 

Recording G rand Secretary; 

Cor. Grand Secretary; 

Grand Chaplain; 

(.; tand Marshal ; 

tiS Grand Sword Bearer; 

Grand Senior Deacon ; 

tis Grand junior Deacon; 

Grand Steward : 

Grand Pursuivant; 

Grand Tyler ; 
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togetl1t:r with a large number o£ Permanent Members and Repre­
sent~tives. 

The Grand Lodge was opened m ample rorm, with prayer by 

Rev. C. Cummings. 

The M. W. Grand Master appointed Bros. John j. Bell, Tim­
othy Chase, and William P. Preble, a Committee on Credentials. 

On motion of W. Grand Marshal Dockham, 

Voted, That all Master Masons itl good standing be invited to take seats as 

' ·isltors during this communication. 

The M. W. Grand Master appointed Bro. Charles Sampson 
Assistant Grand Tyler. 

On motion of R. W. Deputy Grand Master Chase. 

Voted, That the Grand Secretary l>e authorized to employ an Assistant, who 
shall receive sui table compensation for his service«. 

The Committee on Credentials reported as f~llows: 

IN GRA:-111 LunGt: <JF MAIN~:. 

MAsur<w HALL P•JRTt.A~o. May 4, tSsK 

The Committee on Credentials have attended to their assigned duty. and 

report, that they find the lodges in this jurisdiction represented as follows: 

t Portlrtnd. by Henry C. Lovell. Wl\1 ; Charles F, Ki11g, S W ; J I. B. Brown, 

JW. 
2 ~Vtzrrm, hy John L. Sanborn. Proxy. 

3 Li11colrt, by IJ . K. Kennedy, WM. 

5 Kmru:ber., by Francis J. Day, WM; Orlando Currier. l'n,xy. 

6 Amity, by E. G. Knight, SW. 

7 Eastern, by Samuel ]{ yle, Proxy. 

S United, by Joseph Stetson, Wl\1; Charles Crosman,::; W. 
9 Saco, by Elijah Smith, Proxy. 

10 Risi11g Virtue, by G. F. Sargent, WM; Alpheus Lyon, J'roxy. 
12 Crtmbcrltmd, by john Preble, JW . 

13 Oriental, by jacob Chaplin, SW. 
14 Solar, by A. C. Hewey, JW; A. J. Fuller, f'roxy. 

15 Orimt, hy George Crawford, l'roxy. 

r6 .5'1. C~:or,rc's, by A.M. Wetherbee, WM. 

17 A 11dt!lf Landmark, by Warren Phillips, W M; ()liver (;errish, SW; St.,,._ 

ens l:imith, JW. 
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r8 O.rfortf, by G. W. Mil lett, WM ; B. G. l:larrows, S 'v\', 

19 F~lidty, by J. ll. Sherman, SW . 
20 Alaine, by R. 11. Fuller, WM : S . .B. Walk~r, S W . 

2 1 Oriental Stnr, by lieorge Hates, \V M ; jost:ph Covell, Proxy. 

~~ Yur.<·, by Amos l.unt, WM : John II. Fe rguson. SW: Stephen l'erkllll>. 

Proxy. 

~.l I.Y.:eport, by John Collins, W.M; Samuel Thing. S W. 

2.1 P/J(Jmix, by Alden D. Chase, WM ; JosephS. Noyes, JW. 

16 Vill11ge, by Uriah Rideout, Proxy. 

Z7 Adoniram. by Arthur McArthur, l'roxy. 

z8 Nortltern Star, by Albert Moore, WM. 

29 Trunquil, by J. P, Fessenden, WM ; haac II. Weston, S W ; Augustus 

Callahan, P roxy. 

32 /Iuman, by James M. Colson, WM ; T. S. Foster. S W ; Augustus Bailt<y. 

Proxy. 

33 Wrztti'Ville, by Josiah H . Drummond, Proxy. 

34 Somerset , by A. D . .Murmy, S W; H . A. Wyman, JW. 

35 Btlhlelum, by D. C. Stanwood. WM ; Wolf joseph, SW. 

36 Ca.uo, by N. Drinkwater, \V)I ; Daniel l\1. Stubbs, SW; Samuel Good · 

win, JW ; William l\lann , Proxy. 

37 flla.rMn.t;fDil, by joseph Sumner, Prox y . 

. 18 Harmony, by }. I. Stevens, WM ; A. M. llen~on, S W . 

J9 Pmobscot, by Isaiah Lincoln, J W ; M. E. 1). Bailey, P roxy. 

40 Lygoma, by B. r'. Thomas, WM. 

~z Freedom , by William Cobb, S W. 

43 A/Tla, by Daniel A. Campbell, W:\1. 

44 Piscaiaqui.s, by Samuel V. Millett, Proxy. 

45 Cmtral, by ll'fark Rollin~, Jr. , WM. 

46 St. Croix , by F . Williams, WM. 

47 Dunlap, by H enry M. Bacon, Proxy. 

·IS .Lafayette, by Gervais Nolin, Proxy. 

19 Afrridiau Splmdor, by John Benson, WJ\1. 

so Aurar••· by T. H. (ilover, SW; Constant Rankin, l'roxy. 

52 Afosaic, by E. H. Averill. l'roxy. 

54 Vassalburouglt, by j oseph E. Wing, W)l. 

55 Frattmal, by Sumner I. Kimball, Proxy. 

56 A/mmt Moriah, by D. G. Tarbox, Proxy. 

58 Unity, by jonathan II . Fuller, WM. 
59 Jlfou1tt Hope, by josiah Hobbs, WM . 

Go Siar iu tlu East, by Solomon Moulton, Proxy. 

6r King Solomofi'J. by Thomas Genthner, WM ; jo~eph Miller, Proxy. 

62 Kin,~ David's, by David H owe, \V;'\f. 
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63 Rid111111111i, by U. W. C. Chamberlin, SW. 

64 Pacific, by john Whitney, j W . 

66 Jlledta11ia', by Samuel Buffum, Proxy. 

68 Marinn-s', by C. H. Whitney, S W. 

69 1/tnuartl, by Edward H . H opkins, jW. 

71 Nisiu_{ Smt, by james B. Mc Kinley, \V)l. 

73 Tyritm, by Isaac G. C urtis, Proxy. 

75 Plymou/lt, by Isaac Berry, JW. 

76 Anmtld, by H. 11. Chadboume, W)l 

77 Trono111, by Andrew Tarr, WM . 

78 Cr.:sunl, by B. Atkinson, WM. 

79 Nocklttlltl, by William i<ar rar. WM ; Josiah G~tcbell, Proxy. 

[May, 

S 1 Atlalllic, by Wm. P. Preble. WM; FrankJin Fox, SW; Rufus II . Hinkley, 

JW. 

8z St. Pa11l's, by Oliver Andrews, SW . 

SJ St. Antlrnu's, by E. 1-'. Dilllngham, SW; A.M. Shaw, l'ro~y. 

84 Eureka, by S. H. jackson, l:'roxy. 

Ss Stm· in the Wul, by Charles Taylor, WM. 

86 Temple, by John L. Ashby, WM ; D . W. llabb. SW ; Lewi~ 1'. Wan~n. 

JW. 

S7 Bm,·volmt, by Benjamin F. llopkins, Pr'.lxy. 

SS Nnrrttguagus, by Jame.os G. Sanborn, Proxy. 

89 f.tlnutl, by John Farrar. S W . 

\''our committee further report, that the following named l'ermanen1 )I em­

bers of the Grand Lodge are present : 

.\ . 1:1. TuuMI'SV'• 

J. C. STEVB~S, 
FREEMI\N J3Ri\DV0Ril, 

TIMOTII\' Clli\~E, 

STt-:I'II•:N W EDBF..R, 

ISI\AC DoWN I NG, 

, \nd Grand Officers as follows, to wit: 

M.W. 1{. 1'. J) UN t.AI ', 

R. W. HtRAM C HASE, 

~tl. I,IAM AI.Lt-: N. 

joHN WJLI-11\~IS, 

MOSES DOJJGY.. 
,, lRi\ DERRY, 

Wti.I. IA~l 1'. l'Rt:llt.E, 

l'ast Grand Master; 

Past Grand !\laster; 

Pas r Grand )Jaster; 

l'ast Grand Master; 

l'asr Junio r Grand \Varden ; 

l'ast ~enior G rand Warden; 

Grand Master. 

Deputy Grand Master. 

Senior Grand Warden. 

Junior Grand Wa rdcn. 

Grand Treasurer. 

Rec. Grand Secretary. 

Cor. Grand Secretary. 
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W.& l{ev.CVRUS CuMMI:-IGS, 

CYRIL p~~ARI., 

EZEKIEL ROBil\ SO'>. 

HENRY Cox, 
w. S. B. DOCKIIA~I. 

E. I'. BURI>IIAM. 

jOSHUA II ~:RIU C:K, 

SILAS A l.nltN, 

SEWARJ) }J I I,I,, 

Bro. }OH:-1 DAI:-1, 

Grand Chaplain. 

Grand Marshal. 

Grand Senior Deacon. 

Grand Steward. 

Grand Pursuivant. 

Grand Tyler. 
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1<. w. T. J. :M URRA\. n. D. G. i\1. 1st Dissrict. 

). C. H UMPH RI'\' "· 

0. J. FRRN \1.11, 

jOHN j. 131'1. 1, 

(). R. BACII ~.l.J.J='R, 

l<espectfully submitted, 

Jd 
.tth 

] th 

lOth 

,lO II X ,J, fiJ;LL. } 

'J' I M OT R Y CHASE, Comnutlte. 
W)t. P. PREHLJ-:. 

Which report wal> accepted. and the brt:thren named were de­
clared to be entitled to seats as members of the Grand Lodge. 

( )n motion of P. C . M. Stevens, 

J"olt•11, That the reading of the r~ord~; of th t: ld>l annual communication bt! 

di~;pensed ,,;th, a printed report of them being in the hands of memhers. 

The .M. \\'. Grand Master announced the 'tanding Committees 

of the Grand Lodge. as follows: 

On Dispeusuliou.c ami Clltl rltr.<. 

TIMOTHY J. M URRAY, DAN!t:l . K . KFNNEtl\', ]OSF.I'II S. NcJVI\S. 

Ou Doi1~1fr oj lhr Gram/ OjJif't'N. 

J<ISI'.l'tt C. Sn\K.\S. joSEI'll Cm·v.r.L, j. l. Sn;\ENS. 

On Kt!lttrlls. 

\VIJ.J,(,\M r. Prn:Ru., ) . P. f'~:SSF.NIIt:~. josEPH ~- NO\ t;s. 

Vu the Pay Roll. 
GL•STA\'l'S F . SARGI'."T, JuSEI' II s·n:TSON, ALHERT i\luuRV.. 

The Grand Master then presented and read the following. 

being his 
lO 
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ANNUAL ADDRESS. 

l3RETIIREN ~)F l'HE GRAND Lr)OCE OF MAI NE: 

Another ma~onic year has again closed uound us. and all its dulies and 

pleasur"s are numbered among the record~ of the past. While we have 

reason to congratulate ourselve.~ upon the success, which has attended our 

labors, it is fit that our hearts should be in~pired with profound gratitude to 

the Bountiful Giver of all good, who has preserved our Jives and our health, 

and directed our efforts by the hand o£ his overruling Providence. 

Our present assembling affords no ordinary reasons for mutual congratula­

tion. The meeting of hearts and the grasping of hands, pledged to the inter· 

ests of a common brotherhood, is of itself sufficient to in~pire us with increased 

energy and a diSJ>OSition to renew the vows, which we have plighted at the 

shrine of F•eemasonry. 

But our chief source of gratilic~rtion is, perhaps, in the record of our pro­
gress, and of our triumphs over all obstacles placed in our pathway. We 

have pressed for ward in our round of ma.~onic dutie!t "ith none of the osten· 

tation whrch marks many of the movements of the day, but with the siow and 
steady progress which ever characrerizcs the growth and advancement of the 

more perm~nt!ut institutions of ~ociety. 

Among~t ou•selves there has heen a spirit of harmony and fraternal regard, 

without which our institution would be but as a rope of sa11d. W e hold it 

not merely a matter of expediency, that "e should be un.ted rn feellng and 

action, as tending to promott: our strtmgth and cfliriency, but above and 

beyond all this, we hold it a solernn christi.rn duty to cher·isb fraternal feelings 

among our~elves and good will to all rrren. In onion i~ ~trength is the maJCim 

of tht world; but oniou for a good cause is a christian duty-it is the maxim 
of Freemasonry. 

And here I would observe, that it is one of the mo!<t interesting features of 

our Order, that we can for the time being divorce ourllelves from all ou r 

private difference~ of opinion in rela tion to the affairs of the day, and come 

togPther, at this our annoal gathering. from our various places of abode. how· 

ever distant, and from our various avocations however different. animated by 

a common feeling of brotherly rega rd for each other, and a common zeal and 

interest in the welfar~ of our hdoved institution. Though there may be 

sometimes point~ of difference hetwl!en usn!' to what measures nre expedient 

and proper in the regulation of our affairs, yet these are all merged and o•·er 

looked, in a •pirit of charity and deference for the views of others. 

Pur~uant to u re.~olut ion adopted at your last annual meeting, I addres;.ed 

a communication to the Right lion. the Earl of Zetland, Grand Master of 

the United f;rand Lodce o£ England, calling his attention to a matte r of 

difference between two lodges within our respecti\•e limits of jurisdiction. 
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No Corm.1.l reply has a$ yt:t lkt!n rt:ct:i vt:d from him, but I a01 advised by hi,. 

Grand Secretary, that he has in~tilntcd a n investigation into the ci rc umstan 

ces, and that his opiAion will be communicated as soon as the investigation 

s hall ba completed. 

In the performance of my official duty, I constituted Bentlvolent Lodge , at' 

Carmel, and installed its officer~, on the twenty·third of September las t. It 
affords me pleasu re to say, that the imerest~ of !lrt:e ruasonry in that h ealthy 

lodge are in s afe keeping. 

Un the eighth of Septt:mbt!r la,t, I authorit.ed by l>peciaJ commission R.W. 

John V. Harris , D. D. G. i\1. for the 9th M.i.Sonic District, to const!Crate 

Narraguagus l.odge, at Cherry tidd. :md install its officers. Hv his return 

made to the offict: of tht: Grand Secretary, it appears that the service was per 

formed in public, on th;: t \\ o:nty·third of March l.1st. 

A similar commission \Ia.< ~r~nted nn the t wt:nty·~ixth uf :\o,•cmuer laijt, 

to!{. W . Minot Crehoro:, 1>. I) ,~;. l\1. fM the <ith Masrmic Di~Lrict, authoriz· 

ing him to consecrate Isla11d l.odgo:. at lole,;uorn', and install its officers. 'fht) 

se rvice was appropria tely performed on the third day of December following. 

I have gran ted during the year two disptnsations for Lodges of ln~truc 

tion, ont: at Hangar, in the County of t•enobslot, and the other at Gardiner, 

in the County of Kennebe<-. They arc made returnable at the present session 

of tho: G rand Lodge. 

On the twentieth of lJeceml>t:• Ja.,t, I ro:Co:l\·cd a pt:tition from the o fticer' 

and membt:rs of Oriental Lodge, at Kridgton, asking for the removal of that 

lodge to the Village of Harri»on. In complianct: with the request therein 

contaitled , and with the approbation of tht! llil'trict Deputy Grand Master. I 

grarlled a dispensation fo r that purpo~c. 'rh.; s uhject will come before you 

a t the pre~ent session, for s uch furth er action in the premise; as you may 

judge expedletn. 

Early in the momh of March la,;t, I is~ucd my c.llspomsation 10 a ~ompetent 
number o f hrethren residing at Faortield, in the County of Somerset, a uthor· 

i~:ing them to open and hold a lodge of Fret:masons at the Village of Kendall's 

Mills in that town, under the name of Si loan1 Lodge. I am informed by til e 

District Deputy Grand Master nf th .. Fifth :\Iasnnic Uistrict, that the lodge 

is now in successful operation, and thdt the members of it manifest a com· 

mendable teal for the welfare of the Urder. I recommend s uch a ction in 

re lation the reto as shall be deemed expt:ditmt, in o rder to invest it with the 

full power~ and privileges of a lod~e. 

A similar dispensation was granted on the eighth of April last, to brethren 

highly recommended for their ma.•onic intelligt:nce. residing at Machias, in the 

l'ounty of Washington, authoriling th t!m to open and hold a lodge in that 

town lly the name of ll arwond Lodge. ~o retum of their doings ha.• as yet 

been lllRdc to me. 
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Tht:lt! is one consideration which I \\Ould here e:unestly press upon your 

notic~-the importance of a knowledge of the standard masonic literature. 

W e have among us sure and safe guides th•ough all lht!·hidden and abstruse 

p•incip lt!s of Freemasonry, besides pe' indic~ll~ and ne"~papers. issued from 

ihe wt:ek ly or monthly press. Th.~ugh we have such a literatnre, it can 

hardly be realized how !>mall a portion of 1he mas011ic community a1e con· 

ver~aut "ith it, or are e'en aware of it~ existence. If the expense render it 

impracticable for each one to form 3 private masonic library of his own, yet 

it seems to me not only expedient, but a binding duty ou (:rand Lodgt:s and 

on all subordinatt! masonic organii'n tions, to provide for lhemselves libr:uies, 

ac~:ording to their respective mean~. It is hardly necessary that I should 

give any detailed reasons io support of this suggestion. I r we have a litera· 
ture that is worth preser\'ing, we have one that is worth diffusing amontt the 

members of the fraternity. There is no one thing of which tbe the brethren 

nf the craft are so llllrch in need, a.~ of a thorough knowledge of the element· 

ary rules and princi1>les which flow through and form the basis of all our 

workmanship. "' nd while we hold it a$ one of the lending object~ of our 
charity to afford the means of education to those who a re destitute of it, let 

us remember that our charity should begin at home, and that our efficiency in 

contlibuting to the wants of others will depend upon the degree of intelligence 

to which we have attained ourselves. 

There is another subject of growing importance, which J deem it my duty 

to allude to at the prtsent time. There a1e. as is wtll J..nown, a considerable 

number of masons within the precincts of many lodges. who do not as,ociate 

themseh·es with their brother masons UK ~uch, and have noacti\e pallicipation 

in the affairs of any pa1ticnlar lodg.:. This cla!ls, th'lngh small when com· 

pared with the gr·eat body of ma.<ons, i3 nnt beneath th ~: notice and action of 
the Grand Lodges under whose jurisdictions they livt:. I am not prepared to 

impeach or call in <luestion the motive.-. of those who, for rea:;ons best known 

to themselves, have s~en fit ro \\;thdraw hom the active !-phere of ma~onic 

labor. There may be, doubtless, in some few instances, such obstacles, as to 

render an nssociatiun with any Judge entirely impractkabltl; but we are well 

aware that, in the g•e:11 majority of cases, no excuse cnn be given. unless it 
be that of a flagging 7.eal or a penulious economy. These suttlers, "who 

hang about the outQkins of our army," art always "illing to receive any ad­

vantages which they may derive from bt-ing nominally a•sociated with u~. but 

are never willing tn' contribute, by thdt l1and or their purse, toward$ the sue· 

cess o r maintenance of the O tder. V:Hious expedient~ have been adopted, by 

different Grand I ndges. to test tht: Sll~ngth of thtil attachment to our fra· 

ternity, and to determine definitely the •elation.'< which they should sustain to 

the great body of acting ma."ons. ln ~orne States, it ha~ been propostd to lay 

a small tax upon them-in o thers, to allO\\ them the privllt:ge of visiting any 
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lodge within the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge once, and if, after that, they 

unite with no lodge, they are tn he excluded altogether from such a privilege 

Without ~pecifying any particular mode as poeferable, I have held it my duty 

to lay the subject before you for your consideration. 

Our rapid increa~e of late yea o!>, and the large numbers who are almost 

daily seeking admission to our Order, seem to render it necessary that we 

exercise a more than ordinaoy degree of caution in the admission of membe~. 

\Ve owe it to ourselves, as well as to the permanence of ou c Institution, that 

such, and such only. should he .:nlisted with u~. \\hose lives are squared hy 

those virtues which foom the guiding rules of a ll ouo associa ted action. Any 

indiscreet haste in the admission or improper person;; may occa"~ion a life-long 

di:;tuobance of the harmony of the lodge with which they are connected, oo of 

any other. into which, by their pri,•ilege as ma~on~. they are allowed to enter. 

An error o f this kind once made, can rarely if ever be repaired without adopt· 

ing those unpleasant and final uxpedients which are e1•er attended with the 

most injurious consequences. As it is one uf the infirmities of human nature 

tbat men j11dge of an institution like ours by the most unworthy of its mem· 

berl>, it will follow that the low moral rank of such members in the comrmmi· 

ty will characterize and mould public opinion 1\ith reference to the \\hole 

masonic body. When such weighty consequences hang upon the exercise of 

this right, prudence dictates that we shonld, in exercising it, be goveoned by 

the most cautious and well considered deliberation. 
Some fe\\ weeks since, a Ciocular was addre~sed to me from the (:rand 

Lodge of Vir~tinia, asking the co·operation of thi' Grand Lodge in aid of a 

fund for the purchase of Mount Vernon. This patciotic and philanthropic 

design has often reached your ears through various channels. \ 'ou have 

heard of the benevolent and disinterested effoo·ts of the gre11t American ora tor, 

who, by the magic of his eloqueuce. ha.~ drawn thousands around him to listen 

to his delineation of the life and character of the immortal WASH INGT0:-1. tbat 

thus he might redeem his last resting place a." a heritage for his fellow coun· 

trymen. With such an inspidng example before us, it would indeed be pass­

ing s trange. if we, as freemasons, should not show some sympathy in this 

noble undertaking. rela ting as it does to one, who:<e memory i~ endcaoed to 

us by a recollection of bis exalted vittues, and who was bound to n~ by a 

t\\O·fold tie. 

It here become~ my painful duty to announce to you the decease of our 

worthy and highly esteemed brotheo·, John Miiler, Esqnire, a J>a;,t G rand 

Master of this C rand Lodge, Hnd moe to whom wt: were accustomed to look 

for counsel. As a freeonason he was leaono:d and accomplished, and ranked 

among the ''e ry first of hL~ i\ssociates. Jle elevat.:d the characteo of tbe pro· 

fession by his talents and un\\eaoied application, and discharged all the duties 

belonging to it with singular diligenre and fidelity. H e was ralltd from hi>' 
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earthly labors shortly after our last annual gathering, and was welcomed, we 

cannot doubt, by our Su PR&M F. G RA:-<D MASTER to the everlasting joys of bis 

blissful kingdom. He has left behind him a bright christian example for our 

imitation, which I trust we shall all delight to f<>llow. 
Before I conclude, I desire to call your attention to a subject presented for 

your consideration some years ago, by one of my predecessors. I refer to 
the establishment of a permanent charity fund in each of the subordinate 

lodges under this jurisdiction. It is not necessaty that I should discuss the 
duties of philanthropy, whicb we owe to the more needy and unfortunate, nor 

need [ tell you that it is enjoined upon us as a fundamental precept of Free­

masonry to lend the helping hand to those of our Order who are overtaken 

by unavoidable misfortune. These principles we all acknowledge to be cor­

rect, and these precepts we are willing to obey, and it is in view of this wil· 

lingness, that r venture to suggest the above proposition as the most feasible 

plan for carrying our principles into practice. 

Having thus rendered to you an account of my stewardship for the past 

masonic year, l will avail my~;elf of this opportunity to withdraw my name 

from any further connection with the responsible office I now fill. As I do 

so, I cannot refrain from expressing my sincere tbatlks to the Grand Officers 

who have been associated with me, for their friendly cl.isposition and l1earty 

co·operation, in furthering the best interests of our time-honored institlltion. 

Though the year has now closed tlpon my term of official duty, and another 

will occupy the place from which 1 retire, yet I can assure you tbere will be 

no abatement in my ?.eal and devotion to the interests of Freemasonry. 1 

shall strive as earnestly as ever to contribute to the welfare of this Grand 

Lodge-to its efficiency at home, and its dignity and respectability abroad. 

ROBERT P. DUNLAP. Grand ftfrut~r. 

On motion of P. G. M. Stevens, the address was referred to 
the Committee on Doings of the Grand Officers; and ordered to 
to be recorded, and published with the Proceedings of the Grand 
Lodge. 

On motion of D. D. G. M. Fernald, 

Voud, That Five Hundred copies of the Grand Master's address be printed 

separately from the Proceedings, for distribution. 

The R. W. Deputy Grand Master made a brief report of his 

official acts during the past year, which was accepted. 

P. G. M. Thompson, from the special committee to whom was 
referred the amendment to tbe Constitution, increasing the fee to 
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be paid by subordinates to the Grand Lodge, presented the fol­
lowing report : 

1~ GRA'n LoocE OF MAINE, 

~IAso-..rc llAt.L, l'oRTt.ANr>, May 4• t 851> 

The committee chosen at the last annual communication of the Grand 
Lodge. to consider the propo~ition for amtnding the Constitution of the (j rand 
Lodge, as per the following re~ohttion, viz: 

"Resohml, That Part .j, A•t. I, s.,c. q, of the Constitution of the G•and 

"Lodge of the Stare of Maine. be amended so that the subordinate lodges 

"shall pay two dollars for each initiate, in~tead of the ~urn now provided •· 

llaving carefully examined the subject, report-

That the sum required to be paid by the subordinate lodges to the Grand 

Lodge, for each initiate, prior to the year •854• was two dollars. That the 

snm was reduced by the G11md Lodge at it~ annual commonicarion in 1854• 
to one dollar. At the time the change was made, the Treasury was in funds, 

exclusive of the Charity Fund. to the amount of SSst.ro. We do not find 
in the primed report of the doings of the Grand Lodge in rSss. the amount 

of receipts and expenditures of 1854 stated; but in the years 1855 and r856, 

the exp•mditures, exclusive of the amount appropriated to charity, were 

$J,J89·i 5• while the receipts during these years, exclusive of the income from 

the C:h;,.rity Fund, were $Z,737·47; making an excess of expenditures over 

income, of $652.:z8. 

The amount in the Treasury May, 1854• was ................ . SS51.10 

Balance against the Treasu ry i\lay, 1857···. .. ...... 15.r o 

Lea\·ing a deficiency of receipts to meet expenditures in the 

years t854· t 8S5· and 1856. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. ... ~66.2o 

This exhibit shows. that either the expenditures of the Grand Lodge must 
be decreased, or the receipts enlarged. The committee do not perceive in 

what way the expenses can be lessened, without Injury to tbe usefulness, if 

not to the neglect of the positive duties, of the Grand Lodge; nor can they 

perceive any method of adding to the income of the Grand Body, which would 

be less objectionable, than by changing the amount to be paid by the lodges 

for initiates, from the present sum of one dollar, to two dollars, as proposed 

by the resolutions ; and thus restoring this contribution by the lodges to what 

it has ever been up to the year 1854· 
The committee the•efore recommend, that Part 4• Art. I, Sec. 9• of the Con 

stitution of this Grand Lodge be amended, so that tile several lodges shall 

pay two dollars for each initiate, instead of one dollar. 

Respectfully submitted, by 

JOSHUA HERRJCK, ~Committee . 
.1!.. B. THOMPSON, ) 
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Which report was accepted ; and, on motion that the proposed 

amendment be adopted. the Resolution and the motion to adopt it 

were laid on the table. 

The Grand Tret\surer presented and read his annual report, as 

follows: 
1 :-~ G RA:-10 LOOGF. 01' MAtNt:, 

MASO:>~ I C HAt.l •• PoRTt.ANn, May .j. •II.;!!. 

To the ilf. w: Gr,md Lodg-~ of Jlfni11t. 

in fulfillment of the duties of my office, I herewith pre~ent n Statement, 

exhibiting the amount of receipts and disbursements for the cunent masonic 

year, which are in the aggregate as follows, viz: 
Whole amount of Receipts from all sources, is (including loan of 

Ssoo.oo) Twenty-five hundred and forty-one dollars and 

ninety-four cents, ... ... ........ ..... . ............... . 

Whole amount paid out for various purposes, is nineteen hun 

dred and nineteen dollars and eighty-eight cents, . . . . ..... . 

The several items in detail, with their respective dates, a re given in Account 

Current, annexed, from which it will be seen, that the whole amount of dues 

o r fees from subordinate lodges is, for Initiates and ;\f eml>er5, 59o3·'9: and 

for Dispensations and Charters, St4o.oo; making a total of $1,0-13-' 9 as the 
amount of revenue derived from the several lodges under this jn risdiction. 

A further sum of $464.00 was received, beiog dividends from in\'ested 
funds. This surn, howe,·er, and more, was difitributed in C ha1ity for the 

relief of the needy, and consequently added nothing to the funds which were 

available for the payment of Grand Lodge expenses. 
The ordinary current expenses of the year very much exceed the revenue 

or income-as they amount to $1.452.88, exclusive of $~67.00 distributet.l in 

charity. The balance has been paid by the use of Ssoo of funds heretofore 

collected and remaining uninvested, which. by authority from the Trustees of 

the Charity Fund, was placed in the general account. And, whereas the fees 

for Dispensations and Charte~. as well as the dividend~ from invested funds, 

were not available at an early period in the year, a loan of Ssoo was obtained 
to insure the payment of demands promptly. Fees for Charters and Dispen­

sations, and dividends from funds invested, have befln received at late r dates; 
so that the account current now shows a balance in favor of the \.rand Lodge 

of $622.06. Were there virtually a balance of more than .S6oo of available 

funds in the Treasury, the expemJes of this Grand Body for the ensuing year 
would, with proper economy, be provided for, taking into the account its pro· 

spective receipts ; but the illusion which this array of figures on the balance 

sheet may have produced, must he di!<solved. 
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The amount of receipts from lodges, as before stated, is $1,043·19; and a~ 

the Keturns indicated it to be a year of prosperity and activity among the 

craft, we cannot reasonably hope for any great increase of the amount ot 

present. On the other hand, l have e.stimated the expenses as low, r believe, 

as the circumstances will warrant, and they will amount to $1,250. Add to 
this the Joan of $500, and interest. and we have to provide for the J)ayment of 

$ 11780, with a prospective income of $1,,043· 
1 am aware that a Financial ()fticer who lived more than e ighteen centuries 

ago, and advocated an increase of the gr.neral fund, that it might be given to 

the poor, was accused of .. not caring for the poor," and anathematized as'' a 

thief, who had the bag, and bare what was put therein." Now I wish it to be 

distinctly understood that 1 disclaim any kindred feeling with Judas; although 

I have for several years, by your cmJrte:>y, been bearer of the hag, and 

what has been put therein; and have been, and still declare myself to be, 

in favor of an increase o:1ther th:\n a diminution of the revenue of this Grand 

Lodge. 

I believe the members of this Grand Body could not in any way better show 
to the world that they believe and pr~ctlce the principles tbey profess. than 

tbey could by adopting meaS\Hes to so far increase the yeady income of the 
same, as to have a large balance every year to be added to the permanent in­

vested fund-the inte rest of which might yearly be distributed, and t:arry joy 

and gladness to the heart of many a needy b rother and destitute widow. 

There are those now, and ever havt: been, who are opposed to levying con­

tributiorlS upon subordinates fo• the !lopport of the parent !Jody; and would 

not willingly give it the power to do good lest it might use that power for nse· 

less, o r even decidedly evil purposes. 

O ur first Most Excellent Grand Maste1·. Solomon King of Israel. said in his 
wisdom: "there is no new thing under the snn; and the thing that hath been, 

it is that which shall be." And we learn from history that. in the days l'f 
Crresus, King of Lydia-between five and siK hnndred· years before the ChriS· 

tian E ra-a similar disposition manifested by the governed tl'warcls the go\' · 

e,rning. induced a sage and wit of that day, familiarly known by the name nf 

./Esop, to enunciate tl\e following fable of the Brlly am( the 1Jiftm/Jers: and 

"Although hi~ words are 4uaint and old, 

Remember truth is sterling gold." 

"ln former days, when all a man's limbs did not work together as amicably 

as they do now. but each had a will and way of its own, the n1embers gener­

ally be~~:an to find fault with tl1e llelly for spending an idle, luxurious life, 

while they were wholly occupied in laboring fo r its support, and ministering 

to its wapts and pleasures; so they entered into a conspiracy to cut off its 

supplies for the future. The Hands were no longer to carry food to the 

Mouth. nor the Mouth to receive it, nor tht! T eeth to chew it. They had not 
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long persisted in this course of starving the Belly into subjection, ere they all 
began, one by one, to fail and flag. and the whole body to pine away. Then 
the Members were cc.nvinced that the Belly also, cumbersome and usele$s as 
it seemed, had an important function of its own; that they could no more do 
without it than it could do without them; and that if they would have the 
con~titution of the body in a healthy state, they must wotk together, each in 
his proper sphere. for the common good of all.'' 

Returns and fees have been received froro all the subordinate lodges under 
this jurisdiction, whose charters or di~pen~ations have not been surrendered, 
revoked or arrested, with the following exceptions, viz: Temple Lodge. No. 
zs. at Winthrop. and Pioneer Lodge, No. 72, at Plantation No. 11. 

The charter of King Hiram Lodge, supposed for several years "paqt to have 
been lost, bas been found by our indefatigable Grand Secretary, while prose· 
cuting his researches among the rubbish of the Temple, nnd is now in the 

hands of the G rand Treasurer. 
Through the exertion of some of the former members of Steep Falls Lodge, 

the charter and records of the same have been obtained from the" far West." 
whither they had been carried, and returned to this office. 

Respectfully submitted, 
MOSES DODGE, Grand 7'rtnruu,.. 

On motion, 

Vot.-d, That the report be accepted, and referred to the Committee on 

Doings of the Grand Officers. 

The Grand Master stated that charges having been preferred 

against Brother C. N. Germaine, Master of Aurora Lodge, and 
investigated by the District Deputy Grand Master, he had deemed 
it h1s duty. on the D. D. G. ~ta .. ter's report of said investigation, 
to suspend the Master from the exercise of his duties as such, 
until the annual communication of the Grand Lodge, and to au­
thorize the Senior Warden, Thomas B. Glover, to discharge th.e 
duties of Master in the mean time; also, that he had ordered the 
D. D. G. Master to summon Brother Germaine to appear at this 
communication of the Grand Lodge. The papers in the case 

were submitted, and the subject was referred to a special com­
mittee, consisting of Brothers Henry Cox, Joshua Herrick, and 

Joseph P. Fessenden. 

The following papers were presented, and referred to the Com­
mittee on Dispensations and Charters, viz: 
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Petition of E. H. McLellan and others, for restoration of the 

charter 0f Steep Falls Lodge; 
Petition of George Cummings and others, for restoration of the 

charter and property of Union Lodge; 
Dispensation and other papers of Siloam Lodge, at Kendall's 

Mills ; 
Dispensation and papers o£ Harwood Lodge, at Machias; 
Dispensation and petition for a charter of Hiram Abiff Lodge, 

at West Appleton; 
Petition for a lodge at South Paris ; 
Petition for removal of Oriental Lodge to Harrison ; 
Dispensations of Lodges of Instruction at Bangor and Gar-

diner. 

Papers were presented, and referred to the Committee on 

Grievances and Appeals, as follows : 

Copy of Proceedings of Maine Lodge, in the case of Elias 1-1. 
Lake; 

Copy of Proceedings of Somerset Lodge, in the case of Syl­
vander Van Howard : 

Copy ·of Proceedings of Ancient Landmark Lodge, in the case 
of William Andrews: 

Copy of Proceedings of R<JCkland Lodge, in the case of Charles 

Clark; 
Copy of Proceedings of Oxford Lodge, in the case of Elias H. 

Bemis; 
Copy of Proceedings of Star in the East Lodge, in tbe cases of 

A. G. Mudgett and J. S. Wedgewood . 

.Petitions for remission of dues were received from Island 
Lodge, Narrllguagus Lodge, and Rising Sun Lodge, and were 
referred to a . com~ittee. consisting of Brothers J. C. Humphreys, 

J. S. Noyes and Alpheus Lyon. 

·The Grand Secretary presented his annual report ; which was 
referred to the Committee on Doings of the Grand Officers, viz: 
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To !It~ Af IY.Graud Lodge of Afniw·. 

Tb~ undersignl'd ask" leave to present a statement of hi~ doings as Grand 

Secretary the past year. 

The ordinal) dutie:. of the oftice have been attended as his ability and ex· 

perience enabled him: and the Records of the Grand Lod~te and of the 

Charity Fund are snbmiued for examination. 

With a vitlw to carry out the directions of the Grand Lodge, 1 have ad· 

dressed letters to the Grand Secretaries of the several Grand Lodges. slating 

what Reports of their Proceedingq were needed to complete our files, and •·e· 
questing that such of them as could be spa1ed, might be furnished. To ascer· 

rain. as far as p•acticable, whether these letters were received, 1 requested 

them to answer. and enclosed postage stamp!' for the purpo•e. ~I any !Jf them 

have replied ; ami ~eve1al have sent Proceedings. From California and Ohio, 

copies of a re-publication of their earlier proceedings have been received, 

making our files of Doing~ of those Grand Lodg~s complete from tbe com· 

mencement . 

tJC the publi•hed Proceedings of our own Grand Lodge. I have been able 

to procu•e consecutiv~ Reports from tllso to r8,;7. inclusive, and have had 

tbem bound into a volume. We had befo r~. bound ,.oJumo:s of Proceedings. 

up to and including 1849· 

'v\' e have now Reports enough of proceedings of other Grand Lodges to 

make several vo lumes of convenient size; l have not had them bound, be­

cause those received duling the past year were in the hand!' of the Committee 

on Foreign Co11espondence. 

Hy a vote of the Grand Lodge, last )Car, 1 was directed to take charge o f 

rhe books belonging to tbe Grand Lodge Lib1ary, and take measures Cor their 

preservation. I purcha.<ed a book·cahe which answers to keep them safely, 

but have not found time to make such a Catalogue of them as l would wish 

to present to the Grand Lodge. 

Re~pectfu lly su hmitted, 

I. HER J{ \', Ru. G. Serrt!lttry. 

The letter of our M. \V. Grand Master to the E:trl of Zetland, 

-:\1. \\'. Grand 1\Iaster of the Grand Lodge of England ; and the 

Jetter from the Grand Secretary in reply, were read by direction 

of the Grand ~taster, as follows : 
J3RUNSWI!'K (Maine.) Sept. 12, 1857· 

T HE RtGu·r lioN. THE EARl. 01' ZETLANil, 

Graud ilfoslt!r o.f tltt! Uuittd G1·and Lotlgt! of Eugln~~rl. 

MosT WORSIIIl'YUI. BRvTHER:-ln accordance with a \'Ole of the Grand 

Lod{!e of l.laine at its last nnnual meeting. I add•ess you in rega1d to a matter 

of differetwe between :wo lodges within ou1 respecti\'t limits I:Jf jo•bdiction 
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It is unnocessary for me to go into detail~ in thit. communication, as the 

accompanying document8 will give a minute history of this matler from its 

first inception, with the action that has thus far been taken thereon. 

From an l!xamination of them it appears, that the Union Lodge, of St. 

Stephens, N<!w Brunswick. holding a chartt:r from the Grand Lodgt: of Eng· 

land. has inv:~d~d the tt:rritorial jurisdiction, granted to the seveml subordi · 

natt: lodges of tbe St~tc of Maine, within their respective limits, by initiating 

intli\'iduals, whose residence brings them within the jurisdiction of St. Croix 

Lodge, at Calais, Maine. It further appears, that the action of Union Lodg<! 

in this ca~e. aside from being a trespass on the long established usages and 

courtesie~ of ou r Order, was in violation of an express agreement between the 

two lodges. 

l do not call your attention to the vtolation of this agreement as a matter 

material to the point in issue, except a« an instance of bad faith in the pall y 
so violating. But aside from all thrs, a special euacnnent of the Grand Lodge 

of ;\Iaine, granting to its subordinates exclu;;ive jurisdiction in confening 

degrees wi.hin their respective territotial limits. places this matter on higher 

ground than one of masonic usage or courtesy. 

After a i11ilnre to pnt ar1 end Lo the grievance, and to effect a reconciliation 

through committees of corlfcrenc;e from the two respective lodges, the matter 

was ref~rred. by the St. Croix l.odg~. to the Grand Lodge of Maine-was 

there reported on. and the Grand )faster requested to communicate \\;th the 

l>eputy Grand Master of New Brunswick on the snbject; such communica­

tion wa!> made, and wall placed in the hands of that officer per~onall y by a 

brother of the craft; but no acknowledgment of it, either by word or leuer, 

has ever been •eccived. 

!'resuming that you will satisfy yourself aq to the accuracy of these state­

ments; and not doubting I hal you, as al!>o the Grand Body over which yon 

preside, \1 ill act with such enlightened views o{ justice, and such regard for 

the fellowship of the craft, as will conduce te> a speedy adjustment of this 

matter, I cle.:m it unnecessary to enter mort: minutely into a discussion of its 

merits. 

l n bringing this matter to your notice, we are actuated by none o ther than 
the kindliest feelings, and in the sincert:~t hope and wish that it may be ad· 

justed satisfactorily to all concerned. 

Allow me, in conclusion, personally, as well as in behalf of the Grand Lodge 

of Maine, Lo embrace an opportunity so rarely offered, of conveying to your­

self, and to the Grand Lodge of England, over which you preside, the warm· 
~st greetingq of fraternal regatd; and may I express the hope, that while the 

two nations to \\hich we respectively belong, are endeavoring to bind them­

~eh·es tt>sether by the F.lcc:tric <..:ahle.that we, as Freem::rsons, may :;trengthen 
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the my~to:oious ties, which bind tbt: members of our l: raternity together as 

one. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, 

Yours fratt:rn~lly, 

ROBERT 1'. DUNLAP, 

Grand Mast~r of 1/u C. L. of Afnil/1'. 

FREEMASON~:>' lJALt-, 

Lo:soux. W. C .. 11th December, 1857. 

Jlf. J..V. Sir ami Brotlur, 

I am commanded by theM. W. the Grand Masrer o£ England, the Earl of 

Zetland, ro acknowledge the receipt of your communication, informing him 

that the Union Lodge, No. 866, meeting at Milltown. St. Steph ells, ill the 

province of New Brunswick. has invaded the territorial juli8diction of th t: 

Grand Lodge of the State of Maine, by initiating individual~ whose residenct: 

brings them within the junsdiction of St. Croix Lodge, at Calais, Maine; 

and this in violation of a private agreement entered into between the Union 

Lodge, No. 866, holding under the G rand Lodge of England, and 1he !:>t. 

Croix Lodge, at Calais, holding under the Grand Lodge of Maine, whereby 

they mutually agreed not to initiate any person into ;\lasonry whQ r e.~ided 

out of their respective boundaries. 

I am directed by his Lordship theM. W . tho: Grand Mastt:r, to inform you 

that he has instituted an investigation ill to the circums tances; and thnt tho: 

results will be communicated to you as soon as the invt:stigation has bee11 

completed. 

1 have the honor to be, l\1. W. Sir and Brotht:r. 

Fraternally yours, 

WILLIAM GJ<A\' CLARK. G.S. 

R OBI!II.'l P. O UNLAI', ES(J., Cmud Ma.rter of tlu 

Cra11d Lode~ •!f 1lfahu, Bnm.<wick. til~. 

Brother PreJ:.Ie stated that he had been informed that there 

was a person attending this comm unication of the Grand Lodge, 

that claimed to have regularly received the degrees in a lodge 

under tbe jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of ew York, which 

person had been rejected by a subordinate lodge under the juris­

diction of this Grand Lodge; and thereupon offered the following 
• resolution : 
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Huolved, That persons who have been rejected in any subordinate lodge 
within this jurisdictio,n, and afterward~ (being slill residents of this State. bat 
temporarily absent) obtain their dt:grees in a lodge under another jurisdiction• 
shall not be considered as masons in good standing. 

Which resolution, together with the case of the brother referred 

to, was referred to a special committee, consisting of Bros. Burn­
ham, Bacheller and Preble. 

Brother Covell, from the Committee on Doings of the Grand 
Officers, reported in part, recommending ''that so much of the 
Grand Master's address as relates to the det~th of our worthy de­
cet~sed Brother, M. W. P. G. Master John Miller, an honest man, 
11 worthy mason, and devoted Christian, be referred to a special 
committee." The recommendation was adopted; and Brothers 
Fernald, Crosm11n and Wing were appointed said committee. 

Copies of the By-laws for Lodges, published by order of the 

Grand Lodge last yet~r, were received from sundry lodges, with 
amendments; and were referred to a special committee, consist­
ing of Brothers Thompson, Sanborn and Dill. 

Brother Dunlap, for the committee to whom, at the last annual 
communication of the Grand Lodge, was referred the subject of a 

standard work on Masonic Jurisprudence, reported, verbally, that 
it is inexpedient to proceed in the matter at present; which report 

was accepted. 

Circulars received during the year were presented by the Grand 

~ecretary; and referred to appropriate committees. 

Brother Pearl presented, a nd commenced reading the Report 
on Foreign Correspondence; at one o'clock, the reading was sus­

rended, and the Grand Lodge was called from labor to refresh­
ment, until this afternoon at three o'clock. 
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TuESDAY, May 4-AFTERNOON. 

The Grand Lodge was called from refreshment to labor at three 

o'clock. 

The Committee on Finance made the following report: 

IN GRAZ'<D LODGE OF MAt:-/t:, 

\IASO:-ItC HALl., PORTI.ANil, May 4, 1!15~-

The Committe.: of Finance have examined the account of the Grand Trea~ 

urer, and report as follows : 

li t! has received during the past year: 

From the several D. D. Grand Masters 
For Charters and Dispensations,......... . ... ..... .... .. . . 

Dividend on Bank Stock, ........... ... .......... . . , .... . 
Loan to the Grand Lodge, .................. ........... , , 
For amount collectt:d on note, . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • ... . 

l~or l)iplomas,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... , ......... . 

140.00 

46 4.00 

soo.oo 
soo.oo 

J4·75 

Total receipt~,. . . . . . . . ................. . ........ !12.54'·94 

li e has made the following payments, and has exhibited tht 

proper vouchers therefor: 

To the 0. D Grand Masters, .................... -~'iJ-0<) 

To the C rand Le::tu rer for ~ervices during the y.:ar 

•$56-7, balance of account. . ... . . . . . . . . ... ~50 .. 13 

Fo:es remiued to lodges, . . . . . . . . . ... . . • . . . . . . Z7-'J 
l'ay roll of 11:157•...... . ·... .. .. . · ...... · . . .... -J00-37 
Distributed in charity, ...... . .. .. .. . .. . . .. . .. . . . 167.00 
:-ialari e~ and sundry bills, and last y~:ar·~ balance ..... 6o1.S6 

Total payment!<, .... .. .... ......... .. ... . --- I.IJI\I.!IS 

Leaving a balance in the bands of the Trt!asUrt:r, of .. .. . . . . . $6~z.o6 

The Comminee of F'inancc recomm~nd that the following sums be appro· 

priated hy the Grand Lodge, viz: 

For the servict:ll of the Chairman of the Committee on F<Heign 

Correspondence. the sum of.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . .... S75.00 

For services of the Treasurer, the sum of ............ . .... . .... . zo.oo 
For service~ of the G rand Secretary, the sum of... .. .. . . . . . . . . . . 7 5.00 

A II which is respectfully submitted, 

F. JHtADFOlHJ, } L'OIIIIIIillel'. 
,\. H. TIIO)JP.'HIN'. 
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Which report was accepted, and the several sums appropriated 

in accordance with the recommendation of the committee. 

The hour for election of Grand Officers having arrived, the 

Grand Master appointed Bros. Drummond of Waterville, Smith 

of Saco, and Fuller of Bath. a committee to receive, sort and 

count votes. 

R. W. Senior Gr. \Varden Allen returned thanks to the Grand 

Lodge for their confidence and favor shown him, and respectfully 

declined being considered a candidate for any office. 

l)n motion, it was voted to ballot by lodges; and lhe Grand 

Lodge proceeded to ballot for elective officers- after which the 

committee reported the election of the following Grand Officers, 

namely : 

liiR.AM CIIASE, 

JnsiAH II. D1W~D!u~ll, 
GUST A \'US F. SA.RGENT, 

STEI'II ~;:" B. IJOGK HAM, 

~lust:s Dour.E, 
IRA 13ERR.\', 

Grand ~faster, Belfast; 
Deputy Grand M~ter, Waterville; 
Senior Grand Warden, Bangor; 
Junior Grand ·warden, Warren; 
Grand Treasurer, Portland : 
l{e<:. Grand Secretary, Portland. 

Which report was accepted, and those brethren were declared 

to be duly elected Grand Officers for the ensuing masonic year. 

The Grand Lodge then proceeded to ballot for a Committee of 

Finance. and the following tJamed brethren were elected: 

FRIO! MAN BRAI.li'OJUJ, 

A liNER B. TIIO~li'SON, 
juSEI'Il C. STEVENS, 

On motion, 

Portland; 

Brunswick: 
Bangor. 

vi,tul, That the Grand Lodge proceed to ballot for Trnstees of the Charity 
Fund; there being three vacancies in the Hoard. 

t\ nd the following named brethren were elected : 

(.;&ORG~: CRAIVFUR.U, 

)011:-i WILLIAMS, 

RuBERT l'. DL NLA 1', 

1 1 

Thomaston; 
Ba11gor; 

Brunswick. 
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R. \V. Moses E. Hamlen, D. D. Grand Master for the Fifth 
Masonic District, presented the subjoined report. which was re­

ferred to the Committee on Dispensations and Charters, viz: 

IN GR.A~O Luw.;1-: u l· MAINE, 

;\I ASu' IC' II ALl., PuR 'I' LA~ ll, ;\lay 4, 1li5S. 

The undersigned, agot:eably to a re~olution passed loy the Grand Lodge 

May 7, 1857• directing the U. D . G. M. of the Fifth ;\lasonic District to call 

upon the Master or Brethren of T emple l..odge at Winthrop, for the Records , 

jewels, Regalia, and othe r property belonging to said lodge, asks leave to re· 

port: 

That 1 ba,·e made inq11iries of many of the form~r members of Temple 

Lodge. and can get no information in relation 10 ei ther the Records, jewels, 

or other property belonging to said lodge, all of which i.s supposed to he los1. 

The undersigned would further say, rhat tht' re is no p rospect of T emple 

l..od~te ever resuming wo rk ; and wonld lhe•efore recommend that said lodge 

be strick en from the lis1 of lodg<!;, of the Fifth Masonic l> istric~. 

:\I. E . II A~ILEX. D, D. C. l ll•l<f(r stlt M. JJM. 

Bro. Lyon presented reports, as follows : 

IN GRA"l• Luuca~ tw MAJ XF., 

llfASONW ll ALl .. PORT I A:O.ll, May I• I 85li. 
The Select Committee to whom wa;. rt:ferred the petition of ! ~land l.cxlge, 

I slesboro·, report th:n the prayer of the petition be gr:mted, and suhmit the 

following resolve. 
Al.I' IJ EUS L\'UN, pcrt~rdtrl!fCmnmilli:l'. 

Hu11lved, That the amount due the Grand Lodge for the last year from 

l sland Lodge, Islesboro', be remitted to them by the Grand l..odge-

This report was accepted. :1nd tht! resolution. on motion, adopt­

ed. 
1:-. GRA~o L cmt:F. 01 1:\IAI:-IF., 

:IL\su~IC H .\l.L. PoRTI. A:O.D, 'May 4· 185!\. 

The Select Committee t•l whom wa~ referred the petition of Rising Sun 

Lodge, at O rland, for a remiEsion of du"s to the I. rand I odge, n:pou. that 

the prnyer of the petition be granted, .tnd submit the following resolve. 
ALf'TlEt:S 1.\'!JN, p(rortf,•r·. 

Resolved, That the amount due the G ra11d Lodge from Rising Sun Lodge 

for the last year. be.remitted. 

Which report was accepted, and the accompanying resolution 

adopted. 
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Bro. Cox. from the committee ou the case of Bro. Germaine, 
reported as follows : 

lN GRANO Loota: OF MAtNE. 

l\1,\So:s tc HAn, PoRTLAND, li'Iay 4, 1858. 

The special commfltet: to whom was referred the case of C. "tf. Germaine. 

Master of Aurora Lodge, No. ;o, .jth Distrilt, Rockland, would respectfully 
submit the following repon: 

.\ fter a tninute examination of all papers relat iug to the case, and an inves 

tiglllion of the statements of the several witnesses brought forward, they have 

come to the conclusion that the evidtmce adduced, though somewh:n in formal, 

was abundantly sufficient to justify his suspension by the i\losr Wo r:;hipful 

fjrand !\1aster, and of a natu re to retjuire a full and per·fect investigation by 

the D. D. e. Master. And while 1 here is not sufficient proof of intmt to 

defraud, or positive proof of forgery, yet the said l;ermaine has committed a 

gross breach of trust, and acted at :;undry limes in direct contravention of the 

laws and spi rit of Masonry. And furthe r, this committee does not for a mo­

ment doubt, that a large sum of money belonging to the masonic bodies 

remains in his hands or has been appropriated to his own private purposes. 

They wonld therefore recommend that he be nnd is hereby suspeuded for the 

space of one year, from the rights of Masonry, with the in junction that all 

moneys due f(om him to masooilc bodies be rendered prior to the next annual 

communication of the t:rand Lodge, and .that then such furth er action be 
laken by that body, as they in their wisdom see fit. 

HENRY COX, ~ 
JOS fl U A HEP.RI OK , GOtiLntitlee . 
. J. J>. FJ~SSENOJo;N, 

Which report was accepted, and the recommendation of the 
committee, on motion, adopted. 

Bro. Thompson presented the following report, which was ac­

cepted: 
b GR,\N'D LoDGE ut' l\lATN ~~ 

NLISONIC H ALL, PoRTI.AND, May 4, 1858. 

The committee chosen to consider the communications on the s ubject of 

hy-laws fo r subordinate lodges, received from Portland Lodge, No. 1, United 
Lodge, No. S, and Crescent Lodge. No. 78, report, that sa id commtmications 

do not re<Juire any action by this Grand Lodge. 

Respectfully submitted, by 

A. B . TllOJ\tl,SON 1 } 

.r. G. SAN BOl<.N, GommiUce. 
SEWARJJ .OU,L, 
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On motion. 

Vottd, That the installation of Grant! Officers take place to·morrow. at 1 1 

o'clock "· )!. 

The Grand Lodge was then closed m ample form, with prayer 

by Rev. J. L. Sanborn. 

MAso:-<tc HALL, PoRTLAND, May s. 1858. 

The Grand Lodge met at ten o'clock A. M. Grand Officers 
present as yesterday- and was opened in ample form by M. W. 
G. M. Dunlap, with prayer by W. and Rev. Ezekiel Robinson, 

Grand Chaplain. 

Bro. 0. J. Fernald presented the following report, which was 

accepted, and the resolutions adopted, viz: 

IN GRANO LO!ll;t! OF MAINE, 

MASONIC liAI.l.. PoRTI.ANI>, May 5• 1li58. 
1 o flu /lfost Worshipful Grand Lod,sre of flftdu". 

The committee appointed to report upon so much of the Most Worshipful 

Grand Master's address, as refers appropriately and feelingly to the death of 

our late Past Grand ~1aster John Miller, ask leave to report the following 

Preamble and Resolutions for the action of thi~ Gr!ind Lodge. 

f¥/ureas, Our esteemed Bro. John ~Iiiier, Past Grand i\la-•ter of this Grand 

Lodge, who has been a member of our fraternity for a period of fifty-four 

years, has been called away from earth Rinco:: our last annual communication: 

and whereas we would express the dee)> and heartfelt ~or row with which we 

mourn his Joss, therefore, 

Resolvi!d, That this Crand Lodg~ remember with gratitude his long and 

faithful services in behalf of our ins titution, his steady adherence to the 

ancient rites and usages of the order, and the zeal and fidelity with which all 

his masonic duties were performed. 

Ruolvd, That we cherish the remembrance of hi~ amiable. di~creet and 

virtuous conduct, believing that he was governed by pure and holy principles 

in all the transaction~ of life. 
Resolved, Tbat, bowing submissively to this dispensation of Divine l'rovi · 

dence, we desire ihat it may so help to inllucnce our hearts and lives, that we 
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may Le incited to the more fnithful discharge of every duty devolving upon 
us as men and as masons. 

Ruohml, That the jewels and Furniture of this Grand I.odge be placed in 

mourning, as a token of respect for our deported brother. 

Ruolvtd, That the Grand Secretary be aotbori1.ed to forward a copy of 
these resolution~ to the family of the deceased. 

UliARLES t'lt(1SMJ\N, VOI/Ulltltee . 
0. ,J, FERNAI.tl. f 
• 10~~~1'11 t~. Wl-1'0. 

On motion of Bro. Co\•ell, 

1 'otorl, That the G rand Secretary be directed to transmit copies of the 

resolutions to the l,.reemason's .\lonthly 'lagazine, Bosron. and the .\fasonic 
Journal, Haverhill, i\lass. 

Bro. Crawford offered the following resolutions, which were re­
ferred to a special commiuee, consisting of Bros. J. II. Drum­
monel. F. Bradford and E. P. Burnham, \'iz: 

flllunas, By the death of John Miller, Past Grand .\laster of the Grand 

Lodge of .\faine, the Fr;uernity of our State have lost a beloved brother, and 

Masonry one of its brightest ornaments: and whereas we are desirous that 

over his grave there should be erected a monument to commemomte his vir· 

tues and our esteem-therefore 

Reroh,~d, Tbat this Grand Lodge appropriate the sum of dollars to 

be added to other appropriations made for that purpose. 

Rnolvetf. That this Grand Lodge recommend to the lodges in the State to 

make <;uch donation. as they shall deem expedient . to erect a suitable monu­

ment over the remain~ of our beloved Brother. 

A resolution was offered by Bro. Alden, to rescind the resolu­

tion ~dopted at the last annual communication, in regard to the 
right Clf visiting lodges, and the subject was referred to a special 
committee, consisting of Bros. Preble. Pearl and Gerrish. 

The Grand Master e\ecl announced the appointment of the 
following Grand Officers, namely: 

R. w. OANI£1. c. STAN\VOOO, 

W.& l{ev.CYRUS CUMMI~GS, 

H CVRtJ, PEAitL, 

jOHN L. A~HIIY, 

.• J. L. SAltiBORN, 

Cor. Grand Secretary, 

Grand Chaplain, 

II 

Augusta 

Portland 

Baldwin 

Saccarappa 

East Machias 
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W.& Rev. HENRY Cox, Grand C haplain , Po rtland 

H. c. LEONARl>, Watervllle 

WALTF.R Foss, Leeds 

E%EKI•:r. Ror.INSu~ , " Bath 

w. jOHN BENSON, Grand )1arshal , Newport 

E. P. B URNIIA \1, Grand Senior Deacon. Sa co 

j. l. STEVENS, (;rand ) unior Deacon, Gorham 

}OSI:I UA HERRICK, Grand Steward. Alfred 

DA\'ID BARKKR, Exeter 

R. w. KE:-1:-IARfl, Portland 

jOHN ). lii'LL, Carmel 

ALDEN D. CHASE, (;rand Sword Bearer, Betrast 

A. M. WETI:IERI!Et:, Grand Pursuivant. Wan~n 

DAVID HuWE, I ,incolnville 

Bro. jOHN DAIN, Grand Tyler. Portland 

1<. w. TD10THY J. MURRAY, D . D. G. M. 1st Dist. , Sa co 

" AUG UST US CAI.I.AI!AN, zd Lewis ton 

WILLIAM P. l'RERLE, Jd Portland .. OLIVER J. FERNAI.D, 4lh .. Thomaston 

FRANCIS ). DAY, .)1h .. llaUowell 

SAM UEL CHASE, 6th .. Camden 
II Sll.AS ALDEN, 7th .. Bangor 

}OHN H. SHERMAN, 8 th .. l:lucksport 

" }OHN F. HARRIS, " 9th. " East l\lncbias 

OLIVER R. BACHf:t. U:Jt, roth " Solon 

The hour for installation of Grand Officers having arrived, the 
Grand Master elect was presented by the Grand Marshal , and 
installed in ancient form by M. W. Grand Master Dunlap. 

The Deputy Grand Master, Grand Wardens, Grand Treasurer. 
and Recording Grand Secretary, were then successively presented, 
and installed by P. G. M. Dunlap. 

M. W. Grand Master Chase then took the East, and installed 

the appointed Grand Officers; after which the Grand Marshal 
made proclamation that the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine was 

duly organized by the installation of the Grand Officers into their 
respective stations. 

The by-laws of Tranquil Lodge. No. 29, were submitted by 
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Hro. Fessenden, and were referred to a special committee, con­
sisting of Bros. John J. Bell, T. J. Murray, and C. R. Smith. 

On motion , 

l"nll!d, Th~t a ll by·lrtws presented here, o r whic h may he s ublllitlo:d during 

the year, he referred to said committee, and that the committee have leave to 

examine the same during the reces~ of the G t•and Lodge, and report thereon 

at the next annual communication 

Bro. Bradford. from the Committee on Grievances and Appeals, 
reported upon the several matters referred tc1 that committee, as 
follows: 

l:. GKAVO Loora: 01' MAINE. 

i\1 ASOISIC' ll ALI., Po&rt.ANI), May 5• 11<58. 

The Committee on Grie\'ances and Appeals, to whom were referred the 

pro~:eedings uf Some rset Lodge, No . . H• in the expulsion of Sylvander Van 

Howard, would report that the proceedings of said lodge are correct, and rec­

ommend th~ adoption o f the following resolut ion. 

F. BRADJo'ORLI1 ~ 
,JO HN J. BgLL, Committe!'. 
,fOil~ L. A.S IIB>, 

Nuol~·trl, That the proceedings of Somerset Lodge, in the expulsion of 

Sylvander Van lloward, be confirmed by this Grand Lodge. 

This report was accepted, and the resolution, on motion, 

adopted. 
I N GRAND LuUGE Of MAINF~ 

MAsmo~~c II ALL, PoRTLAND, May 5· •Ss!l. 

The Committee on Grievances and Appeals, to whom were referred the 

proceedings of Ancient Landmark Lodge in the ex1nllsion of William An· 

drews, would report the following resolution , and recommend its adoption. 

1'. HUA OF01t01 ~ 
.rouN J, Rl?. r,L, Committee. 
JOH, L. A IIBY. 

Ruoi1JI!d, That the proceedings of Ancient Landmark Lodge in the e xpul­

sion of William Andrews, be coofi rmed by this Grand Lodge. 

Which report was accepted, and the appended resolution 

adopted. 
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TN GRAND LoOGF; OF ~lAlNE. 

MASONIC" HALL, PoRT!./\ NO, May 5• 11:i58. 

The Committee on Grievances and Appeals, to whom were referred the 

proceedings of Mechanics' Lodge, No. 66, in the expulsion of J. G. Wedge­

wood and A. G. Mudgett, would report tbe following resolution, and recom. 

mend its adoption. 

Jl, BRADL'OttD, } 
.rOIIN J. mn,T., Oo~~tmillel'. 

JOHN f,, ASHBY, 

Ruolv~d, That the expulsion of j. G. Wedgewood and A. 1.. )luclgeu. 

by Mechanics' Lodge, No. 66. be approved and confirmed hy this Grand 

Lodge. 

The report was accepted and the accompanying resolution 
adopted. 

iN GRAND LoOCE OF l\IAI NE, 

MASONIC" liAU., PoRTI.AND, May 5· r85S. 

T he Committee on' Grievances and Appeal~, to who m were referred the pro· 

ceedings of Rockland Lodge. 'o. 79• in the expulsion of Bro. Charles Clark, 
do not deem that the charges and evidence against said Clark desen•e the 

penalty of expulsion; and as he has practically been suspended for moro than 

a year, they recommend the adoption of the appended resolution. 

ll'. BRADI<'OUD1 } 
JOHN .r. BF.T,L, Committee . 
• JOHN L. ASHlH' . , 

.Ruolved, That the proceedings of Rockland Lodge, No. 79• in the case of 
Brother Charles Clark, be reversed, and said Clark restored to the right~ and 

privileges o£ Masonry. 

This report was accepted, and the resolution, on motion, 
adopted. 

IN GRANO LonGE OF MAINE, 

MASONIC IIALL, POR'I'LANO, May 5• 1858. 

The Committee on Grievances and Appeals, to whom were referred the 

proceedings oi Oxford Lodge, No. 18, in the expulsion of Elias H. Remis, 

would report the following resolution, and recommend its adopti011. 

1' . BRADFORD, ~ 
JOHN J, BELL. Committee. 
JOilN L. ASHBY. 

Ruolvi!d, That the expulsion of Elias H. Bemis, by Oxford Lodge, No. 18 
' be approved and confirmed by this Grand Lodge. 
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Report ·accepted, and resolution adopted. 

l N GRAND LODGE OF MAINE, 

MASONIC HAJ.t., roRTl.AND, May 5, 1858. 

The Committee on Grievances and Appeals, to whom were referred the 

proceedings of Maine Lodge, No. zo, in the expulsion of Elias H. Lake, would 

report that they would ·rejoice in the unusual fact that the proceedings of 

Maine Lodge are in all particulars correct; they therefore reco":lmend the 

adoption of the following resolution. 

F. RkADJl0RD 1 } 

.fOHN ,f. UELL, COIMJt·ittee . 

• TOHN L. A-SH:BY1 

R esolved, That the proceedings of Maine Lodge, No. zo, in the expulsion 
of Elias II . Lake, be conli rmed by this Grand Lodge. 

Report accepted, and the accompanying resolution, on motion , 
arlopted. 

Bro. Murray, from the Committee on Dispensations and Char­
ters, presented the following report, which was accepted, viz: 

IN GRAND LoDGE OF MAINE, 

MASONIC HALL, PORTLAND, May 5• 1858. 

The Committee on Dispen s:.~tions and Charters, having attended to their 

duty, submit the following report. 

We have examined, with much care and attention, the pet111on for the 

N11i1'nl and rest01ation of the charter of Steep Falls Lodge; and your com­

mittee are of the opinion that the pn.rt d!"ffh·ullit.r iu nhrlio1t to thai lodge for111 

110 pnrt of flu mbjNimnllr.r for tlu ,·o11.ridrmtion of lhi.• rommillce. The main 

t(Uestions which seem to present themselves for our consideration, a re the 

qualifications of the petiti01wrs and the necessity for a lodge in that part 11f 
our jurisdiction. We. are satisfied that a lodge may be established at the 

place named, and that with advantage to the interests o{ Masonry, and being 

satisfied of the fitness of the petitioners to be entrnsted with the charge of a 

masonic lodge, we recommend ··That the charter of Steep Falls Lodge be 
-n7'ivcd, and resloted to the petitioners 11an1ed in the petition, to he located at 

the Village in the Town of Standish, known as Standish Corner; and any 

right which said lodge may have ever had, of l•oltliug its meetings at any otl1~r 

place, and of jurisdiction in the town of Limington, shall hereby be revoked 

and annulled. That the name of said lodge be changed from Steep Falls, to 

that of Standish Lodge; and that this action of the Grand Lodge be endorsed 

upon said char ter by the Grand Secretary." 
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The petition for the restoration of the charter and other properties of 
"Union Lodge," we recommend to be granted. ln order to n certain rmd 

di!}i1tite tmder.rtnntlittg of the matter the committee express as the result of 
their action, that we recommend that the charter be restored to the iudwidual 

pctitiomrs ·tfiii!Ud, and be so endorsed by the C: rand Secretary; be transmitted 
through the hands of the D. D. G. M. of that district, and I hat the lodge be 

re-organized under his supervision. 
We recommend that a charter be issued for a lodge at Appleton, called 

Hiram Abiff Lodge; that the difipensation of Siloam Lodge be contirJUed 

nnlil the fitst day of january, 1859· and that then a charter be issued by the 
Grand Master to said lodge ; and that the dispensation of Harwood Lodge be 
continued to next annual communication of the Grand Lodge. 

We recommend that the dispensations for Lodges of Instruction at Hangar 
and Gardiner be continued until other11;se ordered by the Grand Lodge, and 
without fee. 

We recommend that the charter of Temple Lodge, at Winthrop, be an­

nulled, and the name of said lodge stricken from the roll of lodges under this 
jurisdiction. 

The petition for a dispensation to open a lodge at South Paris, we reconr · 
mend to be referred to the Grand Master. 

The committee can find no authority for action in regard to the applir.ation 

of Oriental Lodge, and though of the opinion that the desired change would 
be for the interest of the lodge, we are not furnished with such papers as the 
Constitution of the Grand Lodge requires; and would therefore recommend 
that the Grand Master be authorized to issne his dispensation, locating 
Orie/ltnl Lodge pertttam:ntf:v at Harrison, when the requirements of the Con­
~titiHion shall be complied with. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

'I'. ,f. l\JURRAY1 } 

H. C. LOVELL, Committee. 
,r, S. NOYES, 

On motion of Rro. J. G. Sanborn. the report was amended, so 
as to leave it discretionary with the Grand Master, either to con­
tinue the dispensation of Harwood Lodge until the next annual 
communication, or to grant said lodge a charter before that time. 

The recommendations of the committee were then, on motion, 

adopted. 

The Grand Lodge was then called from labor to refreshment, 

to meet at seven o'clock in the evening. 
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WErHn:snAv, MAv 5-EvF.NINc:. 

The Grand Lodge was called from refreshment to labor at seven 
n'clock. 

PRESENT. 

M. w. HIRAM CllASE, 

R. W. JosrAH II . DRliM~IONII, 

G. F. SARCt:NT, 

S. R. DOCKHAM, 

Mos~<s I>ooct:, 
IRA BERRY, 

DA'IIRL c. STAN\\'000, 

\V.& Rev. CYRUS CUMM I Nf:~, 

CVRTI. PJ·:ARL, 

jOHN L. Asunv, 

" j. L. SANROKN~ 
H£1\'R\ Ct)X, 

EzF.KIEL Roiii..,SO'>, 

\V. }OHN BENSON, 

EDWARO 1'. ijURNIIAM, 

] . f. 5'1'£VF.N S, 

}OSIIUA ll t:RRICK, 

R. W. K~:NNARI!, 
]. ]. Bn1., 

ALDEN D. CHASE, 

A. :\1. WP.TIIP.RHEF:, 

HA\ Ill fluW E, 

Llro. ]OH:-1 DAI'II, 

Grand Master ; 
!Jeputy Grand Master ; 

Senior Grand Warden; 

junior Grand Warden; 

Grand Treasurer; 

f{ecording Grand Secretary: 

Cor. Grand Secretary; 

Grand Chaplain ; 

G1and Marshal; 

Grand Senior Deacon; 

Grand Junior Deacon; 

Grand Steward; 

Grand Sword Bearer; 

Grand Pursuivant : 

Grand Tyler. 

Bro. Preble announced that two members o( the Committee on 
Returns were absent, and requested that the vacancies might be 

filled; whereupon Bros. J. P. Fessenden and A. D. Murray were 
appointed on said committee. 

The report of the Committee on the Amendment of the Consti­
tution, changing the fee to the Grand Lodge for each initiate, 
from one dollar to two dollars, was called up; the question being 

on the motion to adopt the amendment. 

On motion, 

l'otd, That on this (JUeslion the vote be by lodges. 
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On motion, 

Voted, That Bro. Seward Dill be allowed his seat as P roxy of Blue Moun­
tain Lodge. 

The roll was then called, and the amendment was adopted, 
Yeas 127-Nays 64. 

Bro. Preble presented the report of the Committee on Returns, 
which was accepted, to wit: 

I N GRANJI LoDGE or MAINE, 

MASoNIC HAl.L, PoRTLAND, May 5· t8s8. 

The Committee on Returns beg leave to submit the following report. 

Returns are made by all the lodges under this jurisdiction, except Wash· 
ington, St. John's and Pioneer, and those lodges answering to numbers 4, 1 1, 

25, 31, 4J, 53, 57 and 70. 
Fiom these returns we find the whole number of members to be 3•391-the 

number of initiations, 48o-of suspensions, 34-of expulsions, 3-of deaths, 
38. Of the suspensions, 25 by Rockland Lodge and 5 by Kennebec Lodge, 
were for non-paymmt of du.es. The number of non-affiliated Master Masons 
were returned but by very few of the lodges. 

The returns as a general thing are well made Ollt, and all are believed to be 
in due form; although a few of the lodges do not appear to have been pro· 
vided with blanks. 

The committee have been unable to make their report as soon as they could 
have wished, owing to the fact that all the ret<lrn!> did not come to their hands 
until a late hour. 

All of which i~ respectfully submiHed, 

WM. P. PREBLE, ~ . 
J, P. FESSENDEN, Committee. 
A . D. M'URRA Y. 

Accompanying this report, was the following 

ABSTRACT OF R ET URNS. 

Lodge. Number. Members. Jnitiated. Susp'd. Expelled. Died. 

Portland, '54 2 J 

Warren, 2 32 8 
Lincoln, 3 34 5 
Hancock, 4 Charter .mrrenderr.d. 
Kennebec, 5 46 10 .5 2 
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Lodge. Nurnbt:r \lembers, Initiated. Susp'd. ~:xpdled. Died. 
Amity, 6 33 5 
Eastern, 7 76 
United, ll 6o •I 
Saco, I) 6o 
Rising Virtue, 10 44 14 
Pythagorean, II Charter surrendered. 

Cumberland, I Z zS 3 
Oriental, 13 18 
Solar, 14 62 ll 
Orient, 15 57 4 
St. George, 16 39 3 z 
Ancient Landmark 17 130 10 z 
Oxford,' 18 35 :! 

Felicity, 19 so 3 
Maine, 20 33 7 
Oriental Star, 21 54 7 
York, 22 35 4 
F reeport, 2J 41 
Pbrenix, ;q 54 s 
Temple, zs Not 1t1orking-r~toin Cltarlrr. 

Village. 26 29 10 
Adoniram, 27 68 12 
;-.(ortbern Star, z8 q 

Tranquil, 29 76 
Blaoting Star, 30 10 
Union, 3' Clwrlcr orrult!d. 

Hermon, J2 52 6 6 
Waterville, JJ 27 3 
Somerset. 34 52 J 
Bethlehem, 35 40 9 
Casco, J6 54 6 
Washingtoll, 37 JVo Return. 

Harmony. JS 62 ll 
Penobscot, 39 40 5 
Lygonia, 40 37 
Morning Star, . JI Cl111rl~r .mrnntlcnd . 

Freedom, .)2 25 7 
A Ina, 43 6S R 3 
Piscataquis, 44 26 5 
Central, 45 JZ 5 
St. C roix. 46 71 
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Lodge. Xuanbtr. ~I embers. Initialed. Su-p'd. F:x1><llcd IJl•d 
Dunlap, -17 -17 I " .) 

Lafayette, -18 JO 2 

~l eridian Splendor, -19 -16 8 
Au rora, so 129 II 

S t. John 's, 51 . \'o ntunt. 
:llosaic, sz JJ 3 
Rura l, 53 Clmrtcr surrcudcrt•d. 

Vassa lboro. 54 JS 7 
Fra te rnal , 55 17 G 

i\Jount Mo riah, 56 t8 
King I !iram, 57 Clturler surrendered. 
t:nity, ss 3-1 
i\1 ount II ope, 59 10 2 

S1a r in the Eas t. 6o 55 10 
I< ing Solomon's, 61 29 (i 

Kiny David's, 6z 20 7 
Richmond, 6· .) 6 1 q 3 
l'acific, 6.j J6 II 

i\J ystic, 6s 28 
i\1 echanics', 66 JO 1\ 
Hlne Mountain, o; 33 •I 

:llariners', 68 h5 
lfoward, 69 46 2 

Steep Falls. 70. Charier rt-r•ol.•,·d. 
Rising Sun, 71 •IZ 
l'ioneer, 72 . \ o Nduru. 

Tyrian. 73 ·H 6 
Bris tol, 7-1 .p 

Plymouth, 75 21\ z 
.\rundel, ;6 .j l s 
T remont, 77 34 J 
C rescen t, ;S 19 ., 

Rockland, 7') 71 -1 Z5 
Keys tone, l:io 33 2 

Atlantic, 8 1 6J q 
St. Paul's, Sz 2ll 6 
St. Andrew's 8J 2 1 :-; 

Eureka, t\.j 29 10 
S tar in the West, lls ::!8 9 
T emple, 86 44 II 

llenevolent, 87 l.t 6 
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Lodgo. 

:->arraguagus. 

Island, 

lli ram Abiff, 
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~umbt..:r ~femhe1~. 

ss q 

&) r8 

(l .ll. 12 

3391 

luitint<d. Sus[,.d. l·:xl>clled. Uird 

II 

II 

6 

48o 34 3 

Twenty-five suspensions by l<ockland Lodge for non-payment of dues. 

Five suspensions from Kennebec r~odge for the same cause. 

Bro. Drummond submitted the following report, viz: 

IN (;R.J\~11 LIJIIla: o~· J\ I AJNE, 

MASOIIH' ll ALL, I 'ORTJ. ANil, ~fay 5· o8sl3. 

The commiuee to whom was reJerred the resolutions appropriatint; a sum 

of money to assist in erecting a monument to our most worthy deceased 

brother john Miller. have hnd the same under considera tion , and beg leave 

to repott-

That, while non<! can entertain deeper feelings of gratitude for the emin~nt 

·masonic services and example of Fatht:r Mille r than your committee, still we 

helieve that under the Constitution of the Grand Lodge, it has no power to 

appropriate monl!y for the purpose contemplated; and we thereJore recom­

mend that leave be granted to withdraw the resolutions. 

\our committee would express the confident hope, that a suitable rnOtlU 

ment will be erected to his memory by voluntary subscription. and would 

recommend that the Grand Lodge becoml! the depository of the funds raised 

for that pu rpose, and assume the supervision of its e rection. 

jOSfAH H . Dl<UMMOND. /'(r Ortlt•r. 

Aftt:r some discussion. the report was so amended a~ to author­

ize and instruct the District Dept1ty t; rand Masters to receive vol­

untary contributions for the object in question, and transmit the 

same to the Grand Treasurer; and, with the amendment, the 

report was accepted and the recommendations of the committee 

were adopted. 

Bro. Burnham presented the following report, which was ac­
cepted, to wit: 

I!'. GRANIJ t.oUGE UF ;\l AIN£, 

:.r.'\sosw HALL, PoRTLAN u, ~Jay 5, 1858. 

The committee to whom were referred the resolu tion offered by ll rother 

Preble and the case of 'Hrother jackson, have attended to the duty assigned 
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to them and ask leav~: to report. that the l<egulations of th~ Grand Lodge in 

the matter are sufficient if adhered to. 

They further repo1t, that Brother Jack~on appear> tq have received his 

degree.~ in a regular nnd du ly constituted lodge, working under the authority 

of the 1\1. W. Grand Loll~:e of New \'o1k, whereof l\1. W. John L. Lewi~<, Jr., 

is Grand Master. and R. W. James ;\I. A us tin is Grand Secretary, having gon.: 

to ~ew \'ork with the intention of being a citizen thereof; and as it appear~ 

that Brother Jackson w:u. rejected by l larmony Lodgt! through prejudice and 

not for any immoral conduct; and as it further appears to the satis faction uf 

your committee. that should Brother Jackson now make an application, he 

would be unanimously eh:cted a member of that lodge; in view of these facts. 

your committee would recommend that this Grand Lodge receh•e Brother 

jack:.on as a mason in good and regular ~tanding, and admit him :b such 10 a 

-eat in this Grand Lodge as a visitor, during this communt.:ation. 
All of which is respectfully Sltbrnittecl, 

E I) \VA R_D I'. H lJ I{ !\ I I :\ :\I , jiw Com mill<'<'· 

The following resolution, ofTcrcd by l:ro. Bnrnhnm. wns unnn­

imously adopted: 

J?r.wlved, That the thanks of this Grand Lodge be prest!nted tO i\1. W 

R OIII!RT 1'. D UNLAP, for the dign ified and courteous manner in which he has 

presided over its deliberations, and the faithfulness with 11 hich he has p~• · 

formed the duties of Grand ~laster the past year. 

The Committee on Finance, to whom '~ere referred Circu­

la rs- from the Grand Lodge of Virginia, in rt:lntion to the pur­

chase of ML Ve rnon; from H nwniian Lodge, i lonolulu, asking 

for aid, on account of tht: great demands upon them for nid by 

brethren from abroad, and the limitt!d means of the comparatively 

few members of the Fraternity there to meet those calls ; and 

(rom the Grand Secreta ry of the Grand Lodge of Mississippi. 

containing proposals for n:-publishing the earlier proceedings o[ 

that Grand Lodge-reponed. th:ll. praiseworthy ns the proposed 

objects a re, the committee do not consider that the s tate of our 

finan ces will justify appropri ations by the Grand I .odge at thi::. 

t ime, except for purposes of imperntive necessity; and ret.:Om· 

mend that the communications be placed on fi le: which report 

was accepted. 

Rro. Dunlap stated that a brother is prcscnt with a set of 

Morris 's Universal Masonic Library: and on his motion, tht! 
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Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, and Grand Senior Warden 
were appointed a committt:e to examine said books, and report to 
the Grand Lodge thereon. 

Bro. Pearl then resumed the reading of the 

'!Report on jforeton <torrespont>ence. 
IN GRANO LODCE uF 1\lAINJ::, 

MAso.s•c HALL, PoRTLANn. May 5· 1858. 

Tu the Jlfost /Vorski/'}11/ Grant! Lodgz of Jl/uiue. 

The Committe~: on l'oreign Correspondence are again permitled to acknowl 
edge the reception of fraternal communications from most of the Gr. Lodges 
of the Union, and to present this body with cordial greetings from every 
quarter. lt is our privilege to report a year of great prosperity ern braced 
within the range of this correspondence, exhibiting new proof of the Divine 
favor, and tbe vitality of those principles on which our Institution is founded. 
The reports are more voluminous, and as a whole more complete and rich in 
all el!sential qualities, than in any previous year; covering some six thousand 
pages, and affording substantial evidence of masonic progress and prosperity, 
10 inspire our gratitude and encourage future endeavors. 

The foJiowing communications have been pl~ced in our hands by the Gmnd 
!:iccrctary. whose industry in ar ranging their statistics in tabular form Is deserv 
ing the gratitude of this, as of the other Grand Lodges of the rountry. 

Arkansas, December, 1856. Minnesota, January, 1857 and 18sll. 
Alabama, December, 1S57· ;\liS»issippi. January, 1S5;. 
California, May, 1857· ~lissouri, May, 1857. 
Canada, from Oct. 1855· to july, t S57· Michigan, Jannary, r858. 
Connecticut, May, 1857· New llampshHe, June, 1857· 
Carolina, No., Dec. •Ssli. and •1:157· New jersey, r857. 
Carolina, So., jan. 1857 to Mar. 1858. Nebraska, September. •857· 
District of Columbia, May, 1857· New York, june, 1857. 
Delaware, June, '56, june and Oct. '57· Uhio, Octoher, 1857. 
Georgia, October, 11l56, and r857. Oregon, June, 1857. 
Iowa, June. r857. Pennsylvania. Qu. l\f. Dec. 1856. 
lntliana, May, 1857· Rhode Island, Address, &c., St. John's 
l llinoi~ . October, 1857. Lodge, No. z, 1857. 
Kentucky, October, 1857· Texas, January, 1857· 
Louisiana Relief Lo. No. 1, Nov-'57· Tennessee, October, r8s7· 
Massachusetts, December, lll57· 
'1aryland, Qu. M. May do. Oct. r8s6; 

~lay, 1857. 

\ "ennont, january, 1857• and 1851!. 
Virginia, December, 1857 
Wisconsin. June, 1857· 
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A.KKANSAS. 

The annual atldr.,ss of the Grand Master of Arkansas, Nat. G. Smith. occu 

pit:s fourteen paj\c~. and discus~es a larl(C number of topu;s, cl.,linitely ar 
ranged, and \\;th ,, tersene•:. and ability which evin~.: .a high order of ma.,onk 

talt:nt. I lispens;ttions had been granted by him for ten new lodges. Si1<ty 

one lodges responded to the roll call, and the {;rand Ma•tt r conAratulate~ 

the r; rand Lodge on the prospe•ous condition of Frcema.o;orHy in A tkansa~. 
as also throughout the Union and the world. 

The duties of nisuict Deputies ancl of Maste•" of lodge~ ate "~'Y f• eely 
discus~ed. T~c views he advances on the;:,c topil'~ are \\Ill thy uf universal 

regard. It e say!<: 

" Let no member be devated to the mastership of a lodge. ""o ha~ not fir<t 
been tried as a stnior watdtn. l.et him approach the Ea,t hy way of the 
West, to acquire true masonic light. * • • "' • • • 

"Not only should the Master of a lodj::t: be familiar with all tht: let~ute-~. 
and ceremonie." connected with hi" Hat ion, bot he should al"e> l>t ·apt to 
teach;' should be able to enforce and illu~trate the moral .,xcdlcncie< nf our 
ancient institutiun, in such a manr1er a~ not only to in~truct the fraternity, hy 
informing their minds and ~enligh:t!ning tht<ir judgrnt:nl~. hut hy prc,cntin~: 
those tmth; in '0 forcible a mannc•. and clnthrd in 'uch hal•illn t'l\1< r•f 1..-au ty 
as to captivate the fancy and irrterc~t the affection~. ~o as t<l nrakc all the lis· 
teners to fall in love with, and prat' tice thol~t: vi rtue' >n f!cqucntly irrculcatcd 
hy our lecture:;. It is impo~:-ible to l>e a truly bright ma<nn, much lc-~ an un 
exceptionable Master of :t lodge, \dthom reading. !{cml ma<nnic and other 
literature, take masonic petiodical ~. and Lccome well pMted on all the ~ rrhjects 
connected with r11asonry, now being discu~scd by CIUI abl,.~t and rnMI intelli· 
gent brethren. and your desire for • more light· will be .om ply r<)ward.,d. Bot, 
my dear breth ren, after all that ha• been said. the very best qualification of 
all, for a Master of a lodJ,:e to possess, is to he do::eply imlrucd with the spi rit 
o f the moral );.w of God-of Mason ry." 

Among the other topic:;; of this adnritaule addres>. are, the Au~:ndanre of 

Members, Library, Dimitting, Unaffiliated lVJ:~,;on~. Canada, l'ulitics, St. john':. 

Colle~:e. Also a report of his deci~ions, h\t:nty·tll•) in nuntber. rtnm hi~ 

remark~ we quote under the head of politics, the following heautiful pn~~age . 

•• The principles and teachings of Masr>nry are oppll~ed to tho! anitno~ities 
of the politician; and though we have no de,ire to interft:~t~ with the otgani 
zation of society, or meddle in the lea~t degrt:e with pvlitic~: ~et ''e h."'"' the 
•ight to demand, and it is nur duty, to rl:'lprir e of all ou r mt:mbcr~, that. no 
odds how widely they may differ in Nationnl 01 St~te policy. tht:y ~lwultl ~till 
remember they are b•ethren. and that an hone~t dilft:rt:nce of opi11ion affutd, 
no excuse for abu~i\•e words or unkind trtatnrcnt. If the principlt:~ nf Fret:· 
masonry could !Jut pervade our whole count ry. nr if nil who acknowlcdt:ll it~ 
teaching~ would hut Ji,·e up to it>< fraternal precept~ . and "alk in the ' li~:ht' 
as • child1en of the day.' and not shmud theio lh•t:s in • dark no:•< hut let theil 
conduct rt:ftect th~ trne image of i\lasor1ry. htiW soon would all party rancnr 
and political bic kering" >iUlt~ide? There would S()(lfl ue. politically. no North, 
no South-but all wonld be united in bonds of ft·llnw,hip. cemented Ly 
brotherly love and union. And, in~tead of party jo:alousy, "' ~ectional doubh 
or misgivings, the broad banner of Masonry would wave o'er the ).,ngth and 
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breadth o f our happy land, ha\1\ng insc ribed on its ample folds. in golden Jet· 
ICJ"S, this motto, )EHO\'i\ B ·J IREI I." 

An eloquent appeal for the St. John's College is JliPsented in a report on 

that subjtct hy Brothf.'r Solon Borland, from the appropriate committee. It 

occupies neaily twenty pages, and indicates, a s does the address of the Grand 

Masler, a resolute purpose to overcome the obstacles in the way o f progress 

in that enterprise, which has been dormant. o r nearly so, for two years. 

The repo rt on correspondence is able and fraternal, occupying some twenty· 

five pages, from the pen o f Brother L. E. Barber, and notices twenty·three of 
our Grand Lodges. 

M. W . D . F. Armstrong was elected Grand Maste r, and the installation o f 
otficers took place in the llall o f the Hoose of Representatives. Bro . George 

A. Gallaghe r, Grand Orator, d el ivered a brief address, portions of which we 

wonld gladly copy did our limits allow. 

ALABAMA. 

The annual comrnunit:at ion o f the Grand Lodge of Alabama was held in the 

c1 ty o f Montgomery, December 7• 1l:S57• under the G1and Maste rs hip of M.W. 
]. McCaleb Wiley, who regards the fact that only one dispensation for a new 

lodge had been appliM fur. as "evidence that the s ubordinates are doing their 

wo1k we ll, and that every stone is thoroughly prepared before it is a ttempted 

to be adjusted in the building." H e reports his having laid the corner stone 

of the" Southe rn Univtorsity," a Methodist College at Grt;ensboro'. in June 

last, and in August tha t of "East Alabama Male College;• at Au bum. lie 

expresses regret that rhe D. 0. G. Master Syste m has not wo•ked to much 

advantage. but few of those appointed having enre red on the discharge o{ 

their duties, perhaps because tlleir duties had not been we ll defined .. lie rec­

o mmends that all intercourse be suspended between the Grand Lodge of Ala· 

bama and the G rand Lodge of Hamburg, till the tarter body s hall revoke tbe 

c harters of two lodges-" Pythagoras J.odge, No. r, and Franklin, No. z,"- in 

the city o f New York , chattered hy the C rand Lodgenf llamburg by invading 

rhe j uri sdic tion of New York. 

The Grand !\las te r notices most fraternally the ci rcular of the Grand J..odge 

of l\faine, inviting the Grand Lodges o f the Union to meet by d elegates at 

Ch icago, in 1859· fo r the fo rmation of a National Grand Lodge. which had 

been recent ly received. H e says: 

.. The circular is he rewith presented a11d your attention most respectfully 
c;1lled wits contents, that your ac tio n may bP. had. It is an eame~ l, fraternal 
appeal, by a hig hly respectable Grand Lodge, to her s istt:r Grand Lodges. a nd 
should receive at your hands earne~t and intelligent consideratio n." 

This s ubject was referred to a specia l commi ttee: but we do not find their 
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report in the proceedings, and it is doubtl~ss re(crted to the next meeting. 

The repo rt on correspondence is brief and embraces but lillie of special int~r· 

est. 

CALU'ORNIA. 

The Grand l-odge of Cal ifornia exhibit~ the energie~ of that youn~; !\tate in 
a most intt:re:<ting light. i\ 1 its eighth annual nret:ting, held the 'zth o( May. 

•857, of 103 chartered lodges, about 70 11cre represented at the opening of the 
session. 

There were eleven dispen!\ations granted for new lvdges. The able address 

of Grand Master Howard, occupying twelve closdy pliuted page:;, discnsse~ 

with excellent sense and l'pirit the vital interests of the c raft. applicahlt: to the · 

Order elsewhere as well as ·in California The cxtrac.ts whir.h follow art: a 

good specime11. After deploring a spirit which som.:times sho11s itself in an 

improper eagerness for official honors. he says: 

"Bt:fore dismissing thi~ portion of my ~uuject, I feel it to be incumbent 
upon noe to n:miud the brethren of the lc1dges how impo1ta11t it is th~t they 
should exercise great precaution in the selection of tht:ir olli c~rs Tht< law~o 
of Masonry tec:Juite that the members of a lodge should be unexceptionable 
men; ;,nd the well ·bt<ing of the in~titution r~quires in addition therctu, that 
those who fill oflicial stations in it, should be mt:n of ~uflicient attainm~nls to 
enable them io discharge efficiently all tho~e duties 1\hkh may. in any emer 
gency. devolve upon tht:ttt. They moreover fnrnt a ,.,.t of index to the char· 
acter and standing of tbe membets, which will be juclgt:d of, :~nc.l very properly, 
hy that of their officers. Vor where you lind the latt«r deficient in tho~t: gen· 
eral CJUalifications which characterize tht: S•X•d man as w~ll a~ the good mason, 
you will seldom (ail to find a want of moral tone among the mt:mhers of the 
lodge. True, this may not always he the case, as a had man may ~om.:times 
m'mage to becom~< t:ven the ~a.,ter of a good lodj:t:, by concealing his un 
worthiness until the object of his ambition has been obtained. and some acci 
dental circumstance has chanced tO develope his true character. Tht:re i~ no 
apology, howe\er, where the reputation of the individual is alt•t:ady and 
unfavorably known. If tbe brethren will select their nflicers. :tnd more 
especially their Master, £rom among men \\hose charnct~r and !!tanding in the 
communtty where he resides is exceptionable. or t:ven doubthtl in reference to 
the positive requirements of society and gonu government, it may 1;(: set down 
as a certain index to the character of the lodge, where similar or equ~ l deli 
ciencies will be found among the member:s. • .\ good tree bringeth not forth 
bad fruit.' 

"I know of no more proper time or place than this. to drop a word of nd 
monition in reference to tht: conduct of masons towards each other, as well all 
to the acknowledged t~chings and requirements of thc Order. ll may seem 
strange that masons should ever make use of abusive epithets, or other im · 
proper language to one another, and yet J hnve known it done. It may seem 
strange that ma•ons .should deal unjustly "ith one another, and yt:t complaint 
has often been made. It would seem stran~:e that masons should bt: founu 
pursuing a line of conduct in contr;IVention of the laws of the land, and calcu 
lnted to bring reproach upon the craft, and yt:t it is said that ~uch is som.:times 
the case. It would ~eem s trange that 111asons should be found revelling in 
riot and exces:;, and yet they are seen. But strangest of all would it seem. 
that masons should ever be found profane, to that degree of excess that would 
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make a novitiate in impiety hlosh. and yet T have heatd that august name, at 
mention of \\hich archangel~ bow their heads and the po"ers of darkne!'S ate 
~ei1.ed with fear and trembling. 11>1ed as a common IJy-word I and nften !'.poken 
irreverent ly hy th05c who are t:.xpected to set a better example, and whose 
a lwos1 only fault is sometimes thi8." 

The repolt on correspondence, covering more than 6o page.•, is fto rn the 

pen of the Grand !-.ectetary. R. W. A. G. Abell, and is every way \\Otthy of 

the high position of that Grand Lodge. We can say this most '-heetfully, 

without nect!SMrily endorsing every J<en timent advanced. From the report of 

the board of rl•lief, \\ e find thM li,•e lodge.~ in San Franci~co ha,·e dishu rsed 

the sum of $Z,.JB4-50 in charity within a y!'ar, to some g6 persons. from nine­

teen Stlltes of the l 'nion, from France, England and freland . No one from 

!\Jaine is among the relieved. There were 16 from Louisiana. and 2 r from 

New \'ork. Vrom the Treasurer's report, it appears that the Gmnd Lodge 

received ior diAptmsations $~25; for charters S550: dues to G! Lodge ~6,388 

making a tota l or $7,16J. 

t;ANADA. 

The (;rand Lodge of Canada ~ends us her proceedings from the date of her 

organiz~ t ion at ll atniltnn, the toth day of October, 1855· to the ~econd annual 

communication, 1:!57• in a very admi rable _document of 220 page~. Of these, 

1 3~ pages are d~:voted to the ~econd Grand Annual Communication, held at 

1\Jontreal, commencing July 8th. 
Your committee feel assured that no Grand Lodge was ever formed in the 

world, whicn could exhibit in its second yea r all the e lements of st rength and 

pro~perity in so eminent a degree as the Grand Lodge of Canada. Forty­

eight lodge~ were represented, and the reports of the District Deputy Grand 

M~~t erJ; give a most encouraging assurance of the masonic zeal and progress 

in the several di~tricts into which Canada is divided. 

Nine new lodges were chartered, and the address of the Grand Master gi'•es 

a very hopeful view of the future o f Freemasonry within this extensive jntis­

di<'ti!'n . li e ~pe~ks of the divis ion of the province into seven Ma~onic Dis­

tric ts, each having its District l>eputy, as a wise arrangement, relieving the 

(;rand llfa~ter of onerous duties and giving a more thorough supervision than 

would be possible without thi~ system. Tn rclalion to this new organization 

of a r. rand Lodge of Canada he says trnly: "The present state of masonry 

in Canada ~ti ll continues to excite the liveliest inte rest in the masonic world ; 
and while on the one hand, we a re perfectly satisfied that the recent movement 

has been productive of much real benefit to the Canadian craft , we have also 

reason to believe that the cause of Ma:;onry itself has been advanced through· 

out the world, not only by the re~earch that has been induced. but also by the 

discussions oil the subject to which that moveme"L has led ; the student o f 
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~lasonic Jurisprudence can now find on record the carefully prepared and 

well digested opinions of some of the mo~t tnli~htened crnft~m~n of the age, 

fc•r who can read the brilliant and logicaladd•e.~s oi a Tucker. or th~ powerful 

arguments of a French, without coming 10 the conclusion that the lllason~ in 

C:mada, in forming their Grand Lodge. proved themselves good wotkm~n and 

iJH.,lligetH masons?" There is another subject of congratulation with the 
(;rand Master, of which he thus !>pt:aks: 

"The establishment of a Grand Royal Arch Chapter in Canad.t i'< a mauer 
of gratulation to every !rue ma.;on, .tnd affords to e'•ery lon:r of !'Uhlime tlla­
sonry a pleasing subjecc of contemplacion; for. a~ it ha- heen "ell remarked. 
ic i< chat which alone enahks che po,s.;,~or to acquire that kno\\led~o! '-O in­
di<pensable to a proper undet~tanding of ancient Crafc ~1a<onry, nnd to a due 
.tpptt:t:iation of che bedutie" of chc uaft. The ddecth•c link in S) mbolic 
!lla~onry is restated in Capitular l\ln~onry-the mysteriou• and impH::<~i\'e 
?Um·,{ lo~t in the cmastropht: of the l;ir~t Temple is herein brought to l"io::w, 
rmd the whole chnin of se<1uences following therefrom is a ~tudy dcMlt\'iu~ che 
profoundest attention, as it nne only amply rewards the ear nest inve~tig:unr, 
hut must also add much to the knowledge of the del'oted ITidSon." 

i\ beautiful tribute is paid by the G mnd Master to the deceased btother 

Zimmerman, who with many ocher valued members of ~ociety, wer" in a mo­

ment hurried into eternity by the frightful accident which occurred on the 

Great Western Railway, near llamihon. I lis fun eral wa~ atltmdcd by a ~:reat 

concourse, embracing many masonic btethren hom all parL-. of the l'rO\·ince 

and many State!' of clu: union. "In close proximity to that gr1.-at natural 

wonder, the falls of Niagara, and in one of the lovelies! spots of chis l'rov­
ince, rest the mortal rcm;~ins of our deceased brocher. Spring with her 

blossom~ and her /lowers, will many limes return to gladden the earth, and co 

~catter with lavish band her t rcMurc~ o'er his tomb; the mighty !'nils in their 

scupendous majesty will Cot ages yet co come. roll on unchanging and unc;eas· 
ing, ever sounding forth a solemn requiem for the honored dead!' 

The Grand Master also devote~ a half pagt! of tender and genial allusion to 

that distingni,;hed man and mason, Dr. E. K. Kane. whose devotion to sdt:nce 

and humanity bad won che hearts of a nation, ancl who~e recenc death has 

caused a thtill of sorrow to sweep a continent. 

Pa;.sing by other imporcant matters in the Grand :>la~ter'~ addtess, your 

committee de.~ire especially to call actentinn to the fact, that ch., jlellerous and 

fraternal course pursued by the Grand Lodge of Canada ~ems likely to re.~nlt 

ill uniting the whole craft in one organization. It will l>e remembert:d that 

the o1n ly obstacle to this ha~ Ut!Cn the position a!>somed by the l'mvincial 

Grand Lodge of Canada Wo:s t, an e.~tract from whose circul~11 of ho~tility we 

puhli..;hed in our proceedings two years ago. Before the second ann1t:.tl meet· 

ing of the Grand Lodge of Canada, it had become apparent chat the l'rovin· 

cial Grand Lodge of Canada West had come to despair of any concessions 

from England favoring tbeir independence, or relit!ving them from the butdens 
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of which they had complained, and that a position of independencc was con 
templ:11ed by that t;.;dy. .\ knowledge of this fact led the Grand ;\laster I<) 

addre!'s a Irate mal un()llicial note 'to Jlrother l~ichardson, the Grand Secretary, 

as r.,unws : 
St\tcur., zzd June. tS57· 

"DIUR llRu. RtCIIARin,os-

.. f am mnch vlea•ed to l~arn that your Pro,•incial t; . L. will meet at Toronto 
un the JOlh ln,t .. and th~t ~ome derider! <tep will thcn be taken, on the im­
portant que.,tinn of ~elf-government. I most ~incerel y hope. that the brethrrn 
on th:11 occa,inn, will he actuate<! by rw rllher feeling, than a tftsin:for llu 
~ood IJ/ lite Crnjl. 

"L'niun i- c.<'-enti~l 10 1\la•onry, and I truM that many <.lay,; will not bc al­
lo\\.-d to pa" away, l>cfore \\C can prehent 10 thc ma~onic world a phalanx nf 
unir~d brethren. 1 lur c;rand Looge will meet at ~lontrenl on the lith prox· 
imo, a11d J need scarcel >· say hnw delighted I would be, to meet you and every 
mt:mher of yollr (;tand l.odl(t on that occasion; you have many men of 
stt:rlit.!l ability and ~ound m:bonic knnwled~c amon~: }Oil, whose se"•ices are 
re<l'rir ~d. atld whose talt:nt:< arc wanted to as~i~t in buildiolg our grelll Masonic 
Temple m thi~ l'rovinc.:. For my own part, I shall never rest satisfied until 
cvery 1:0 ,d nto~•un 111 c an ada i~ united under one banner; and 1 am happy in 
the hdicf that the~e ~cntiments are becoming more general, and that the mt:m 
hers of tht: rraft. almost ilnil'cr·sally. are now desiro11s of forgetting the past, 
and of becominc mort! united for the future. Waiting with much anxiety the 
result uf your rnetting. but rt:lying upon the triumph of sound masonic prin· 
ciples, 

··I continue, dear llro. Kichatdson, 
"Very truly and fraternally yours. 

"WM. M. WILSON.'' 

In a postscript to this letter he adds: 

•· P. S - I had just finished my short letter to you. when the April and May 
numhers of the • London Freel\1ason';o Maga1.ine' arrived, and nltho11gh I had 
previou~ly heard the re•ull n f the l\iarch meeting. yet I wa.~ glad to have :~n 
opportunity of reading an account of the proceedings in extenso. \'ou must 
of course perceive that the G mnd Lot.lge of I::ngland has reached their utmo~t 
limit in the wa)' of concessions to tnt: Canadi~n co:tft. and I much mi~take the 
character of the brethten if they "ill rest ~atisfied \\ith the extorted boon< 
"hirh are now ~o tardily p•offered for their acceptance. As to the G. L. of 
England authorizing the formation o f a <..:r~nd Lodge in Canada, or even 
promising to recogni1e one when established-the hope may be at once 
ahatrdnned. No prim•rple in l\lasonry is better understood o r more generallv 
rt:ccived than this- that a Grand Lodge cannot create a r:rand Lodge-the 
proposition i~ too evident to require argument. I do h.,pe. 1/ltrtfon, (and God 
knowN the sincerity of my wi,hes in this mMter) that the brethren generally 
will unite with u~ in our honest er1dcavors to estahlish Masonry in Can>~da on 
that ha~i~, and in that position, to which it is justly entitled. lflt have talcen 
the inniati\'e in the mauer, and after O\·ercoming many difficulties. we have at 
len~th succeeded in pl:~cing the r:rand Lorlge of Canada in such a position 
hcforc the masonic ll'orld, 1 h:ll 1 think every Canadinn mason sbonld feel an 
hone~t pride in bcing enrolled under her banner. An union of the whole craft 
would at once settle :~nd decide the matter, with tho~e Grand Lodges who 
still deh•y thei r recognition. and I honestly believe that England would not be 
the la~t to do l;O. 

Un the JOLh of June, 1857• lit a half yearly mcetiug of the 1'. G. I. of Can-
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of. which they had complained, and that a position of independence was cnn· 

templ.ued h)' that hod). ,\ knowledge of this fact led the \.rand ~laster to 

:uhlrcs~ a fraternal unotlicialnote'ro Hrother Richardson, th e: Grand ~ecret:uy, 

a" fl)llowo : 

StMC<IF., :~::cl June. 1857· 
"ilfi.\R HRo J{tCIIARilMl:>l -

.. I am mm h plea•ed to le.un that your l'rm·incial \.. L. will meet at Toronto 
un the 30th in~t.. and that .,orne decided step will then he taken, on the im­
IXHtant que<tion of ~elf-governme11t I mo•t sincerely hope, that the brethren 
on that occa-ion. will he actuated hy nc) other fet:ling. than n tkrirt'for lht 
.::vo.l vj tht' ( 'm/f. 

"l· nion i~ c.,,:ential tu Ma<onry, and I trust that many days will not be al­
lrm<:d tn I"'"" away, before we Cdll present ro the masonic world a phalanx of 
unit~d hl~thr<n. Our r.rancl Lodge will meet at ~lontreal on the Rth prox­
imo. ~lnd I need ~ca rce ly say hnw deligh ted I would ue, to meet you and every 
memher of your (i rand Lodge on that ncca1<ion; you have many men of 
sterliu~ ability and ~uund m.t.-onic knowled!:e among you, "hose sen•ices are 
rPqnir c;d . and whose H1lcms art' wanlt:d 10 n~sist in hnilding our great l\'lasonic 
Temple 111 thi' l'rovince. Fo• my own part. I shall never rest sati~fied until 
cve•y ~:u •d ma-.on in l'anada i;. nni1cd under one b,lnner; and I am happy in 
the hclicf that tht:sc 'entiments are hecuming more general. and that the mem· 
be1s of the crt1h . ahnn~t universally. a1e now desirou~ of forgetting the past, 
anti uf becoming mwc united for the future. Waiting with much anxiety the 
re.-;uh uf yuur meetin~, but tclying upon the triumph of :<ound ma~onic p1in 
cipl e~, 

" 1 continue, dear llro. Rich~udson, 
"Very truly and frate•nally yours, 

"WM. M. WILSON.'' 

In a postscript to thb letter he adds: 

" 1'. S -1 had just fi1ushed my sho1t letter to you, when the April and May 
numhers of the· London F ree Masnn's Magnzine' a 1 rived, and although I had 
pre,iousl)• heard the result of the :\larch meeting, yet 1 was glad to have an 
opportunity of reading an account of the proceedings in extenso. You must 
of wn rsc pcrcci ve that the Grand Lndge of England has reached thei r utmo~t 
limit in the way of concessions to tho! Canadi~n craft, and I much mistake the 
character of the breth rcn if they "ill rest ~atisfied "ith the extorted boons 
wlmh a rc rlOW ~o tardily p10ffered for their acceptance. As to the G. L. of 
England authorit.ing the fom1ation of a G rand Lodge in Canada, o r even 
promising to recognize one when e.~t~blished-the hope may Le at once 
ahandono;d. No princ1ple in Masonry is better unde rstood or more generallv 
received than this- that a Grand Lodge cannot crea te a Grand Lodge-the 
propn~ition is too evido;nt to ro:qui•e argument. I do h11jU, tlurrfore, (and God 
know~ the sincerity of my 1\·i~hcl' in this matter) that the brethren generally 
will unite with us in our hone't endenvo rs to l'stahlish M~sonry in Canada on 
th:1t hash, :'lnd ill that pMition, to which it is justly entitled. W~ have taken 
the initiative in 1 he maHer, and afkr overcoming many difficulties. we have at 
lcnj:th ~ucceedcd in placing the G r11nd Lorlge of Canada in such a position 
hefore the ma~nnic world. that I think every Canadian m;)..~On s honld feel an 
honc't 1>• ide in being enrolled under her banner. An union of the whole craft 
woulcl at once ~ettle nnd decide the matter, with those Grand Lodges who 
still del:~y their recognition , and I honestly believe that Engla11d would not be 
the last to do so. 

On the 30th of Juntl, 1S57, at a halF yearly meeting of the 1'. G. I. of Can · 
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ada West, holden at Toronto, the following resolutions were unanimously 

adopted by that body, and officially communicated to Grand Master Wilson. 

··Ruohml. ·That the interests of Masonry require that peafect unity of the 
craft should be restored and maintained throughout the Pro,·ince.' 

"'That this Provincial Grand Lodge being actuated by the spirit of the 
foregoing resolution, and accepting an intimntion of an anxious desire nn the 
pall of the members of the Grand Lodge of Canada for an union with thos" 
compMingthe Provincial Graud Lodge. with a view to the restoration of per­
fect unity amongst Freemasons in Canada, 

"Resolved, • That the committee appointed on the :!Jd of October, t856. be 
re-appointed, with po"·er to take such mea.~ures as they may consider neces­
sary and expedient to effect such unity, and to meet any comrnittee appoiuted 
for a like purpuse by the Grand Lodge of Canada, and with them to negotiate 
preliminary te•ms upon which such re-union may be accomplished lind consol­
idated, reporting at the next meeting of this Grand Lodge.'" 

The result of negotiations on the part of the committee of the two bodies. 

is not yet known to your committee; but the resolutions show that the posi­

tion of the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada We..~t is essentially changed, as 

they now propose to treat with the Grand Lodge of Canada, distinctly recog­
nizing its existence in terms, in the body of the resolution. From other 

sources we learn that tbe Provincial Grand Lodge has determined to occupy 

a position of independence so far as the Grand Lodge of England is concerned, 

having become fully satisfied that no concessions could be longer hoped for 

from th:lt quarter while retaining its subordinate position. After the forma· 

tion of the G rand Lodge of Canada, on the 1oth of October, tSso. tbe Provin· 
cial Grand Lodge of Canada West memorialized the Grand Lodge of England, 

under date of October ZJd, setting forth substantially the same grievances 

which had previously been treated with neglect, still adhering to the hope that 

their prnyer would be granted and their wrongs redressed. Had they then 

known what they now know, they would bave been less sanguine, and prob­

ably have been prepared to unite 1\•ith their brethren in tbe new organization. 

At a quarterly commu nication of the Grand Lodge of England, when a 

member on the Roor alluded to a petition from the PrO\•inciaJ Grand Lodge, 

pteviottsly presented to that body, and on which a brother had given notic" 

of a motion" for granting privilege~ to the Grand Lodge of Canada West," 

The Grand !\laster announced rot:ll 6ejon the 111111io!t wn.r brought forward, 

that he should" refuse putting the motion from the chai;." He declared that 

"the Grand Lotlgt: had nolhi11g lo do with 1/u pt:tilio!J," and that "/u 11•iu '/Jt:r­

jully ;iutifi~d i# ignoring it." refusing to read parts of the petition. rn view 

of these facts, we cannot hut agree with the M. W. Grand Master of Vermont, 

Philip C. Tucker, who thus comments upon them : "Upon this practice the 

Grand Lodge of England is a myth, having no sulJ-~tantial entity whatever ; 
or if it has any appreciable existence it is ban as the shadow of the most wor­

shipful Earl of Zetland." • "' "' "When the brother thus situated and 

thus responsible to the masonic world at large, assumes an enti re ph"stmal 
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control over petitions; g•atuitou8ly refuses to put motions growing naturally 

out of them, even before they are offered. and "ithholds from hi.~ \.rand 

Lodge the cotllcnts of paper~ in which that hody is interested, I can s~e only 
in these act~. simple, unmilig;ned, unalloyed despotism. It is receding to the 

al(e of darkness ~nd of iron. Masonry is too irm.lligent and enlightened to 

sanction it. If the Grand Lodge of England yield.-. to it. she has anived at 

the hour when tlte rising !:iun of her East shc)uJd be tran~ferred to repre.sent 

the setting l:iun of her West, and in that changed position it will most appro· 

priately embllmtatize her sinking m;~sonic glwy." • • * "Wrongs, guch 

as I have named, could not he borne forever. They left the Canadian lodges 

but a single alternative-either to gi"e up Masonry wholly nnd enti rely, or to 

raise an independent masonic standard.'' 
F rom the.lirlll examination of the rea;:ons ~<Cl fonh hy the Canadian b:eth· 

ren in their first appeal to the ma.,onic world. 11e ha,·e never cntertain~d a 
donht that they acted from just and generous mmives, and that their course 

was sanctioned by the esrabli~hed usages in this count ry, and that they were 

fully justified in adopting the alternati1·e of ind<!pendence. It was app:Hent, 

however, that a portion of the craft in Canada 110uld demur, a~ was dnue hy 

the circular of the Provincial (;rand Lodge. We do not regret the delay 

in extending to them our cordial fellow~hip two years agn; and at ou• la~t 

cornmunic~rtion there was a sufficient reason, in the proposed corrt!.~pondencc: 

with the G rand !\laste r of England on another subject, for postponing action 

till the pre.~ent time. We as fully believe that this fraternal reco~nition should 
no longer be delayed. It is fortunate that the delay and division of opinion 

among the Grand Lodges has occasioned the most th('lrough in,·estiga­

tion of every question involved in thi~ movement. Two very :~hle com 

mittees-tho~e of New York and Massar.husetts-exhau!'ted the arguments 

ag-ainst the Canada movement, and thu,- led to a very thorongh examination 

and reply on the part ?f several (;rand Lodges "'hich ha,·e cordially extended 

the hand of fellowship. The Canada commiuee devote nearly sixty pages of 

their report in copying some of the able."t of these arguments. The first of 

these is the report of the Florida C•l nt mittee, by J~rother Thoma~ 'R rown. The 

second is from the District of Columbia. h)• Brother B. H. French. The thi rd 

is from Kentucky, by Brother l<obert :'\Jorri~. The fourth is from Texa~. a 

very brief extract. The fifth is the ma.~terly argument of Gr. Mal'ter Philip 

C. Tucker, nf \ 'ermont. embodied in the annual llddress to the Grand Lorlge 

of that State, which would do honor to any judicial station, State or nation~ I . 

as one of the fi nest specimens of logical nnd legal abilily. We do not pro· 

pose to follow the course of argument of either of those reports, nor do we 

deem it nece.~~ary io settling the quenion of recognition. It does seem, how­

ever, a suitable occasion to record som~ of the historical facts in the organiza­

tion of G rand Lodges in this country, which clearly go to sustain the Canadian 

movement. 
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' The Grand Lodge of Virginia was organizerl in 1778. while the revolution · 

ary war was in progress. They could plead as their precedent. that "the 

Grand Lodges of England, [reland and Scotland founded their original right 

of organization and election upon their sol~; autho1ity by mutual consent, dL~­

tinct and separate from all foreign power whatever." Tluoy also say," INe 

cannot discover upon inquiry that llfluol/f")' has r.1•er derived ''"JI bc11t/il from 
lhcforei!flt appointment of" Crnwl llfn.rtcr in this t:OIIltll: v. they being but 

little known and as little acknowledged." 

Massachusetts formed a G rand Lodge il\ 1777• wilhont asking leave of Eng· 

land: and I his too when the St. John's Provincial G1and Lodge. holding its 

charter from the Grand :\-1aster of England, the earlit!St one in this cou111ry, 

was in operation, a11d still continued to cha•·ter lodges till 1792. wh~n it united 
with the Grand Lodge of Massachnsett;;. 

c;eorgia o rganized a Grand Lodge at a time when her lodges were in pre 

cisely the same position undt:r the Grand Lodge of England that the Can · 

ada lodges were prior to the late organization. In order to t:ffect this, Sam') 

Elliott, tbe Provincial (;rand Master. resigned, in order to remove himself out 

o f the way of an elect ion of Grand Master. helieving that afortignajlf<>inl 

men/ of (I Grand iJ1tTSiut· W/15 1111 itmovntion. 

South Carolina organized a G rand Lodge in 1787, without asking leave of 
E:ngland. In their circular, addressed to the Grand Lodges of England, Ire · 

land and America, they say: .. The necessity of the measurt: and the motive;, 

which actuated the brethren to proceed to this important husiness will appear 

obvious to lhe masonic world from a few plait\ facts." An examinati01i of 

those plain facts will show that they are almost enti rely identical with those 
set forth by our Canadian brethren. 

The Grand Lodge of New York organized in 1787, and in their cirr.ular they 

say: "fn confor!llil)l to t/u e.mmj>k 1uhifh has (lu u sd by lht• Crmu! Lotf.fe.f 

,,( lh<' ,rl!1l~ml Stnta, the Masters and Wardens of the several lodges within the 

State assembled in the City of :-.rew Yo1k, and the late Provincial <;r:~nd 

Lodge having been closed .riue tfit·, formed and opened an independe11t ( ;rand 

Lod~e. and elected and instn lled their officers.'' No lt:ave is asked of Eng· 

land, and thE' b•ethren and officers unceremoniously close the P1ovinrial G1and 

Lodge. as if they werefnre masons, owi tlg no allegiance to England now that 

necessity required a change, although their P•ovincial Grand Lodge had re· 

ceived its warrant from the Duke of Athol so late as 1781. The precedems 

they could plead were those Grand Lodges formed prior to 1787. 

Pennsylvania and New Jersey formed Grand Lodges in 17l!6: New Tlamp· 

shire and Connecticut in 171>9; Rhode Island, in 1791; Maryland, in 1794; 

North Carolina, in 1797: Vermont, in 1794; Delaware, in r8o6. A II of the;;e 

States, l>e it remembered. organized their Grand Lodges without leave asked 

or received from the parent Grand Lodges or P rovincial Grand Lodges whi~h 
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chartered their subordinates. The one all-p~tvading reason wall the con 

venience and nece;.sity and prn~perity of the lodge-'i. The brethren in each 

State procet:ded on their 0 \1 n judgment of their n~ces~ity and cotwcnience, 

assuming that this was their right whenever they deemed iL exp.:d ient to use 

it. 

The law of ture.IJil)' wa-< all they felt it nece~$lHY to plead. justified as it had 

been by example and precedent e\'er after the liNt (; mnd l.od~c was organ· 

ized. It i.~ then too late in the day to arraign the Grand Lodge of Canada, 

and regard it a~ revolutionary oH acting in \'iohlion of precedents. From the 

earliest day~ of Grand Lodge• down to the o rg:~nitaiion of the Ctnnd Lodges 

of O regon, Minne~o:a and K:~n~a,, the precedtmt~ are all on their side; and 

to-day the Gr~nd l.od~e of ~ebra.~ka knock~ at our door~ for fraternal recog· 

nition, sanctioned by lhi~ long chain o( pro::cedents. 

~hall we any longer dday to gil'l! the righ t hand of fellflwship too our Cana· 

dian brethren~ She stands l>dore the world a (; tand Lodg~< tf,•frao, and hus 

most ttiurHphantly vindicated ller right and her ability to maintain ht:r exist· 

ence and independence. whate\•er conrl'c we may adopt. ~lore than half the 
Grand Lodges of this coumry have already acknowledged this, and we doubt 

not the r.rnnd Lodge of Maine \lill do so as cordially as that of any other 

State. Vour commitlee the•efnre a!lticipate, by n unanimous vote, the adop· 

tion of the re,olutions laid over to this meeting. 

CONN!o!CTICUT. 

The G rand Lodge of Connecticut exhibits a healthful prosperity. The C:r. 

Master, Willia tll L. Brewer, repntts the issuing of fivt: di~pensations, th ttle for 

new lodges and two for the resuscitation of old onr!s. One of those revived 

brings ple;~sant memories to the C'hairm•n of thi.'l committee, recalling as it 

does lhe sc.:nc~ of his masonic induction thirty·t\\O years ago. It is grati fying 

to learn that this a11cient lodge. Faye11e Lodge, No. 69, is waking to life and 

labor, a fter its s leep of a quarter of a centu ry. 

The Grand Mn~ter a lso calls attention to the ea rly records of the Grand 
Lodge. the first steps for the formation of .:hich "ere taken in liSJ. and 

which record~o he ~ays are upon loose scraps of paper, chiefly in manuscript. 

lie also says they have an inter\!.~ting rel ic of a past generation- a Charter 

granted hy the Provincial Gtand Lodge of Massachusetts to Ancient Union 

Lodge. for the Connecticut Line, in February, 1 77~granted for the use of 

the army, and in use by the officer~ during the war o f the revolution. "It 
was visited by the Illustrious Cornmandt<r·in·Chief, General Wa»hington, by 

Putnam and other distinguished masons," the accounts of thei r reception 

]Jeing fully spread on the records. These records heing in manuscript , and 
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somewhat mutilated, he recommends that they either be printed. or neatly 

copied, fo r preservation. 

The report on Foreign Correspondence, from the pen of the veteran Bro. 

William Storer, covers i 5 pages. no twithstanding his pledge at the outset to 

"make it as brief as possible." Bro. Storer has for a series of years prepared 

very able ar1d extended reports, enriched by well chosen exttacts from the: 

beautiful and useful materials which the Grand Lodge Co~respondence ha~ 

fnrnished. He has also given us much of varied discussion and courteous 

criticism on a g reat ;·ariety of topics, and we sincere! y regret that we are to 

lose his polished pen from the circle of our Grand Lodge Correspondence. 

lie was re-appointed but declined the post, as we fear, from a mbtaken econ­

omy on the part of the Grand Lodge. The compensation allowed him for 

this g reat labor has been 1\50 a year, and a vote was passed to reduce this 

amount in future, while it is very certain that no man can without sacrifice 

devote the necessary labor to do jus tice either to the correspondence, or his. 

Grand Lodge, for that sum. 

Bro. Storer has given high honor to his Grand Lodge. and substantial ben­

efi t to the craft thronghout the country, by his labo,red and genial reports 

May his successors be equally successful. A beautiflll tribute is paid a dis ­

tinguished brother, Col. James Ward, a f'. D . G. Master; also to Dr. E . K 

KA NE. 

NORTH C AROLINA. 

The proceeding~ of North Carolina are for the year ending December. r856. 

and the re111 rns from 111 of their nearly 200 lodges give an aggregate revenue 

of $ r,66o to the (;rand Lodge. The Grand Maste r recommends dividing the 

State into distticts. and assigning deputies to each. a.~ a relief to the Jabots of 

his office. The St. John's l.ollege, under the patronage and control of the 

Grand Lodge and the Grand Chapter, was expected to he completed by june, 

1857; but was occasioning solicitude, from the delay of subscril.)(:ls to pay 

lhe sums they had pledged. The Grand Master censures and regrets the 

action of the Grand Lodge, through their college agent. in securing snbscrip· 

tions from Northern merchants, •• upon consideration of o~>r proceedings be· 

coming an advertising medium for their 6rms, as well as their introduction to 

the favorable consideration of the fratemity of our State, in thei r patrona~e 

Notlh." A fte• stating that this proceeding had elicited the strictures of l1ret h­

ren in other States. and especially of the chairman of the Committee on Cor 

respondence of the Grand Lodge of Iowa, he says: "I do hope some way~ 

and means may be devised, to e rase this blot from our proceedin~s." In this 

hope the masonic fraternity in other States will doubtless sympathize. He 

urges 11 more fraternal spirit among members outside the lodge room, and a 
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higher s tand:Hd of morality and o f mom I excellence among the craft. The 

repolt on correspondent~ b brief, and limited to a narrow range, containing 

lillie of general interest. A resolution wn~ adopted, instructing the committte 

to co rr.:spond with Grand l.t)dges of the other States. and get their opinion a~ 

to the propriety of holding a Convention composed of delegates from ea,h, to 

secure uniformity of work in the Unrted States. 

Since writing of North Carolina, and too late for a full review, we h:\\ e to 

acknowledge the receipt of her proceedings for December. r857. The Grand 

:\laster, .M. W. 1'. A. H olt, thus speak~ of the injudicious multiplication of 

lvdges: 

"In the depressing influence~ which have pervaded all departments of bubi· 
nc~•. we have seen so many instances of the injudicious policy of nrultiplyitrg 
lodge~, that we must again bring it to your consideration. though mentioned 
in our last annual communication. Sometimes t"\\0 or mor~ lodges ";11 ~pring 
llj) in a community under the propulsive effort of masonic excitement. which 
is barely able to su:~tain one permanently . i\ system of p r o~elyting next 
en~ues, which ends, too often, by disgu~ting and driving off the observing por­
tion of those whn~e accession would fonn valuable acquisitions to the Order, 
involving question~ of peq>le.~ing difficulty as to which lodge is entitlo:d to a 
po;titioner; unpleasant feelin~ts are engtndered among the brethren themhelvl!s, 
whidr a •e finally determined by the premature decay and extinction u( the 
contc,tant lodge•. Anoth~r fo•midabl;: injury from thil" spirit of tival ry is the 
initiation of a cia's of men in to the fraternit)'• who !)ring. by thtir conduct, not 
only tepmach upc.n them~elve~. but, up.•~·like, in8ict a withering hlight upon 
the ( )rder. The introduction, in any community, of one had man into ou r 
inne r t~111ple, will hring 1110re discreclit upon .Masonry than the high character 
and bl!llevolenl act~ of a dozen upright a11d worlhy will counterbalance. I 
have seen these evils so often, and so palpahle, that I must refer to them here 
iu ellplanation of my un\\illingnes~. in many instances, to 'on,ider a petition 
for cli>open!<ation favorably, unless I was sat isfied it would not merely gr<•tify 
the a~piring spirit of a few ma~ons in an isolated locality , but wuuld advance 
the interests of the craft gen~<.r-dlly.'' 

t\ more hopeful \'iew is presented of rhe SL John's ;\lasonic: College. which 

h::.s been completed ~s to it-~ huiJdings. bu t has :1 considerable dt:bt ro be pro· 

vidcd fur, al~o the su pport of its Ho:.rd flf lns trnction. The revort' o n corre · 

spondl!nc:e is well wri11en and discriminating in its cr iticisms. and has a genial 

nmice of the Crand Lodge or ;\Iaine. 

SOULH CAROLINA. 

The itnportant feature in th~ Sorlth l;arolina repo•t is, as usual, the report 

o f the Grand Secreta ry. H. W. A. G. Mackey. which cove•$ ~'l~rmtially the 

g round or Fordgn Corre:.pondence. and notice.~ with his mrc ability se\•eral 

imp<~rrant subjects. 

In relation to the right to visit, he has the following c riticism upon the rc~ 

olutioll adopted Ja.~t year by thiJ; Grand Lodge: 
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"The Grand Lodge of Maine ha~ decided. by a resolution. that • the right 
(so called) to "i•it. masonically. is not an aU..olute right, but i~ a Javor, " 'hich 
every lawful mn~on, in good !'tanding. is entitled to ask, and which Lhe Master 
may concede or refu~e at his di~cretion.' 

"There is some want of preci,ion in la}ing down this general principle which 
it would have been better to have ;1\•oided. I cannot ~ee the nl!cesl'ity of de 
claring by statute that e'·ery ma~on has a light to a~k for that which may be 
refused. The right mentioned in the old adage that • a ~at may look at a 
king,' ~eems to have more sub~tantiality about it than this mere right of a.•k · 
ing.-withont any ce ttainty of obtaining, which has been conceded by the Grand 
Lodge of Maine. The right of vi~itation has heretofore, always, r bdievc, 
been considered as one of the l>ositive rights o[ every rnason. lodges being 
justly cnnsidert!d as only divisions fo r convenience of the universal Masonic 
Family. This light may, of course, be ln,t o r forfcited on ~I)(:Cial occasion~. 
by various circumstance.•: but any :'-laMer \\hO shall refust! admission to a 
mason, in good ~tanding. who knocks at the door of his lodge:. i,. expected to 
fnrnish some good and .satisfactory rea,nn for his thus violating a masonic 
right. If the admission of the applicant, whether a member or vi<itor, wo uld. 
in his opinion, be attended with injurio•ts ~:nnstquences. such, for instance. as 
impairing the hnrmony of the lod~e, a M;~ster wou ld then, 1 presume, he jus­
tified in refusing admission. Ru t without the existence of some such good 
re.'lSon, masonic jurists have, J believt!, a lway~ decided that the right of visita· 
tion is absolute and positive. and ir>n re~ to every mason in his travels through· 
I)Ut the world. \Vherever he mav be, however di~tant from his residence and 
in the land of the !>!ranger. every'lodge is, tO a mason in good Manding, his 
home. \\here he !>hould be ever sure Qf :he warmest and truest welcome." 

Your committe~ feel that tht:re i., force in this criticism, which has been 

made substantially by some of the other Cirarrd LodgtJ>. l\luc h doublle.•s d e 

pencls on the spirit and manner of carl'y ing out the rt:S<lhr tictn. It was prol, 

ably introd<lced :rnd adopted to gu;ud against what wa.' justly regarded an 

abu~e of the privilege or right, and to protect our bord~:r lodges from annoy 

a nee growing out of the infringement <Jf our jurisdiction by lodges in a neigh 

boring province. 

If evils grow out of this resolution, ou r South Carolina brothers may feel 

assured that Maine will be as prompt to guard against abuHei' in tbis direction 

<IS in the other. , 
I)JSTRI{'T 01' COLUMBIA. 

The proceedings o f the Gr;111d Lod~;e of the DL~trict of ('olumhia. though 

coming to hand at a late day, are 1<10 rirh in material to be p;L-<t:d O\·et in 

~ilence. The territory c,f thi1- Crand l.odge i~ very snrall, .1nd it has corrse 

quently a limit;,d number of subordinato:s. "One h~s bt:en 11ddeJ the last ytar, 

making the number sixteen. The Grand Mru.tt:r, l\1. W. (~eorgc C. Whiting. 

says: •· Since our last regu lar communication, 1 have visited most of the 
lodges within this jurisdiction, and a<; often as it has beE:n in my power; and 

it is most gratifying to me to be able to give you assurance 11f the wntinucd 
:>uccess and healthful progress of our trrnt!·honured and beloved Order. ~o 

irregularity ha$ come under my observation. which seemed to ' t!<JUire the in 
terference or no tice of the Grand l.odge. 



r8s8.) Grand Lodge of Mamc. 351 

At the previ<>Ul- annual communi('atio n, a committee was rail:;ed to procu re 

and pre~cnt to 1'. G. M. Charles S. Fr;tiley a 1'. G. ]\Jaster's jewel, wbich was 

to hn1c h.:en pre<.ented at a meeting of the <;rand Lodge: but the failing health 

nf llrn. Frailey prcvemed, and it was prc.~r;;nted pril'ately at his dwelling, and 

the address of 1'. C. ,\lal'ter rre11ch in pre~e11ting the jewel. and Bro. Frailt'y'~ 

reply. are documents of e"n~~ding intertst. The jewel was of gold, llllla· 

nlt!lltt:d 11 ith a diamond and rubiPs, as the mark;; nf degrees on the segment 

of the ci.cle. The growing wealme~s of Bro. Frailey rendered it difficult for 

him to linish hi' reply, which the committ"e say, "we fear is the last com 

munication that out beloved 1'. G. Master will e1•er send to thi~ Grand Lodge.'' 

It waH on the fifth of May, ri157· 

Un May zlith, the G rand Lr.dge was summoned to the burial of Broth..r 

l'r~iley. Bro French, on the occasion, spoke from a full heart of the e.~alted 

character, and the valuable se11·ices 11hich tbedep:llled had contributed to the 

Order, and to the community. We would gladly copy the two and a half 

pat;es. but must fo rbear, giving only the first and the closing senumces. 

In the death ur Charle.~ ~- Frailey. socictv has lost no ordinary man-Free· 
ma,onry no common brother. "' • • • • • 

W e all ha1c one great consularion in this. that the dead live in the good 
deeds th~y perf<)lll1ed in life-and our Hrother shall live in all onr hearts, and 
lri., mt:mor y shall he cheri<hcd by tho•~< who shall come after us, because he 
l•a~ left behind him a ret.:nrd of ~ood deeds that shall endure long after every 
one 11 ithin the r~ach of my voice shall bt: reposing in that" sleep that knows 
n<> 11aldng." · 

Another menrurallle day with the c:rand Lodg'e, was the visit to the tomb 

of Washington, on the anniversary of St. john the Baptist. Thrilling ad­

d•tts.,eg were given by Rev. Bro. A. F. N. Rolfe, and 1' . .M. W . n. B. French. 

Bolh were good- very good. We desi re to place a part of llro. French 's on 

record 

I shall. in the first place. take advantage of this occasion to add a few facts 
that t.:we come tn my kno11ledge sine.: the address already alluded to was 
clelivcrt!d,• relative to W i\ SIIIN(:'J'ClN as a Freemason; for it is well that 
all ~nrh facts ~honld be gathered together. laid U(> in our archives, or depos· 
ited in our hearts. to be handttd down a,, sacred heir looms to those who shall 
(OIJI>II' II~. generation after j!l:llt!ratian r 

At rhat time I read an extract of a letter from onr venerable friend, I wish 
1 n111 ld add l~rorher-Georg" Washington Park CltKtis. in which he said rhal 
" \V \ S III :-<C :TON officiated a~ l7r.tll(( Afastf!r of Aftuon.t of tlu United Statu 
rn Iavin~ rhe ~omcr stone nf th" Capitol in '791·" l also r.,ad an extract 
from the eloquent address of Jlrother r.lihha t. Dick, before the Alexandria 
I .<ldgc. upon the dtmlh uf WASH L\'GTON, in which he said, ·• our great and 
good Gr1111rl Jl/nskr, is no rnnrl!." 

I thtm remarked, that I had ~een an nuthentic s tatement th:ll some Grand 
J.ud;.:c durinr:: the l're~idency <>f WA.SIIl!\C;TUN. dected him to lhe office 
of "Grand ,1/,tSier," hut that I had not time then 10 make a rcs~:arch for that 
statement. 

• Sl\ )'t'.A" he!urt' 
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I now have the satisfaction of giving you that account, taken from the au­
thentic histo ry of the G rand Lodge of Pennsyh•ania. contained in the "Ahirnan 
Rewn," compiled under the a uthority of tha t exalted body, and for its usc, in 
t8zs. 

" In Janll'<ry. r7So, a Grand Lodge of emergency was convened, to consider 
the propriety of appointin~t a general G rand ;\laster of the United :;tales. and 
L:ent! ral GEORGE \VA S ill NGTON was unanimously chosett hy the G rand 
Lodge of 'Pennsylvania for tha t office." 

This e lection was, doubtl c:,~. publitly announced at that time, and thus 
\VA SH T~GTUX was knOW(\ to m3ny as "Grand Master of Masons of the 
United States.'' lt is proper to rematk here. that when this act wa~ performed 
hy the Grand Lodge o f- l'ennS) lvania. as tbt: context shows, they suppost:d 
that other Grand Lodgt:s would unite in the measure, but as they did not. the 
~ubject was no further moved. 

The election took place. a• the date shows, before WAS lii :NGTON be· 
cnme !'resident, 

1 have been mo~t obligingly furnished by a Brother in Pennsylvania, with :1 

copy of an ·'Ahiman Rezon " printed in Philadelphia in 1783. to which is 
adJ.,d a sermon preached llecenrb" r zl\. t 778. before the Grand l..odge of 
l'tJnnsylvania, at l'biladelpbia, by Rev William Smith, Gencr :Ll WA S II I NO­
T( IN being pre.•ent. 

In the programme of the p roceedings. appended to th.: se rmon, i~ the fol­
lowing : 

7· ·' IIis Excellency. our illustrious llrother, GEORGE WASIIINGTUN, 
F.>q. supported by tbe Grand ~~ 3~ter and his deputy." 

Th., sermon itself, although preached ··forth., benefit of the poor." abounds 
with the patriotism of the time. 1\d\·ocating a free go\'ellrtnent. the eloquent 
divine goes on to de~cribe, almost "ith the \'Oice of prophecy. those men 
.. who, frnm a sense of duty to (;od and their country. seeking that liberty and 
p.:ace which H eavf'n apprnves, h:lve acted thus their pa rt " ' 'J\nd when they 
descend again to private li fe. c:tstin~ behind them vain pomp and fastidious 
pride, to mingle witb their fellow citi1ens in all the tendl!r charities and en· 
defl.ring offices of society a11d humanity, thtlit charac ters, tf po:.sible, become 
s till more illustrious." • • • • • • • • • 

·• Such, to name no mo re," proceeds the divine, ·' was the character o f Ctl"· 
t ' I NNA'L'US in ancient t imes: rising. ' awful from his plough,' to sn1•e his n>IIJI· 
try, and. his country saved. retu rn ing to the plough again with increased 
dignity and lus tre. Such. too, if we di,·inc aright, will flltllfe ages pronounce 
to have heen the character <>f * •"' •• • " •••; but you all anticipate me in a 
name which delicacy forbids me on thi~ o~casion to metttion. llonored with 
his tJresence as a brother, you will 'iet:k to derh•e \ irtlle frum his example." 

The omitted name in the ftHt:going extract is marked lly ten a.~terisks, cor~ 
rt:spondinj! in number to tbe letti'I'S in the name of WAS I~II'\WfUi'\. 

The dedication of the ~ermon i~ in the following \\Ords: 
"To his Excellency. GEU I<Gh W.\SliJN<;TOJ\, Esq .• Gener.1l and Com· 

mander-in-Chief of the ' ' rrnie~ of the 1.: nited State.~ of A me rica: the friend 
of his Country and mankind: ambitiou, of no higher title, if higher was pos­
sible; the following sermon, honort!d "ith his presence when delivered, is 
dedicated, in teslimeny of the sincerest bro therly affection and e~ tccm of hi~; 
tl) e rits.n 

1 have a lso, the printed proceedings o f the Gr:;md Lod~c of Pennsylvania, 
''at an ext ra G rand Communica tion held on Thursday, the 21\th IJeccmber, 
Anno Lucis, 5799· by virtue of 3 special Numnrons from the R. W. Grand 
Master. to auend tl1e delivt:ry of a fun t:ral o ration in honor qf tht: late Lieu 
tt:nant General, GF.<.Htra: W ASIII"11u, ." l'pon that ucca<ion the (;rand 
Master (R. W. Jonathan Bayard Smith) mad~: a brief bot \t: ry t:loquent ad­
dress to the Grand l.od j:te. \\ hich i~ contained at length in the printed procco:cl 
ings 
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From that addrt!Ss 1 will make a few extracts: 
•· While we respectfully leave to abler hands," said the Grand Master, "to 

the appointed organ of the Councils of t·he United States. to the common 
voice of the country and of mankind. and to succeeding ages, which will ven· 
e rate his name as long as they shall experience the happy effects of his civic 
virlllt:S and public services, duly to appreciate his worth, the masons of Penn · 
sylvania, impres~ed with their more immediate masonic connections and char· 
actt:r, may he allowed to deplore that their F riend, their Brother, their !'ather. 
is gone. Yt:s, my breth ren. as such, the masons of l'ennsylvania did, long 
ago, recognize him. l t is now twenty·one years since they. by unanimous 
suffrage, proposed him as (;rand Master· of Masons for the United States. 
They have on sundo·y occasions. and very lately, given a ttestations of una hated 
attachment to his person, and an high sense of his unremi tting endeavors in 
f'l'llfllclfil~'t order, 1111i1>Jt 1111tf brotherly 1(//i:dion 1111101/g 1/.!. and in carrJiittl[forth 
tin• pri~~tif'lc.•' f!1 /he lodge inlo every wnlk of lt(c. J n our archivt<!> are found 
i1attcriug evidences of his reciprocated esteem and approbation of oar Order. 
as relative more especially to those two chiefest concerns of man. Nrli.l{ivn and 
G()Vt'1'11111Ctll. The public nave seen him gracing and dign ifying our proces­
sions by his attendance. We have been made tbe a lmoners and dispensers of 
his chatitable beneficence." • "' " • • • 

"In peace and in wa r. in council and in action, pre·eminent. T he masons 
of Pennsylvania have exulted that the name of WASili NGTO:K stood en­
rolled on their list of brethren; and they will cherish the remembrance of his 
virtnes and his services as a rich legacy for their emulou;; example. If devo­
tion of time and talents to ameliorate the state of man, be a virtue-if obey 
ing the calls of his country in times of the g reates t difficulty and danger, at 
every risk, be a masonic duty- of that virllte may Masonry boast tha t this, 
OVR WA ::i HlNGTUN, ltas exhibited an instance beyond former example, 
brilliant- and for the exercise of this duty will UU R WA SlJJ NGTOl\ ever 
stand conspicuous in the foremost rank." 

.\I y brethren, 1 have made these extracts-1 have placc.:d this record before 
you, 1 should fear at the risk of being tedious, did I not well Jmow that you 
can nevt!r tire at hearing the praises of WASI-11;\l<lTON I 1 have placed it 
here that it might be a portion of the a rchives of the (-;rand Lodge of that 
Metropol itan District that bears his immortal name. I have placed it here. 
because tha t record from which 1 made the last extract, is but a fra il folio 
leaf, now much worn , a11d it may be, and probably is, the only one that can 
now be found. ' !t was sent to me as a precious relic of the masonic past. and 
as ~uch, I shall most carefnlly prt:serve it. 

• • • * ~ • * • • 
One week ago this day, I stood on Bunker Hill-that spot of glorious mem· 

ories, where visions of the patriotic past of our country portrayed themselves 
on that wonderful tablet of the mind where events make their own record, and 
where the scenes I that day witnessed ·mingled with those visions, shall re· 
main indelibly impressed as long as life animates this frame. 

I stood there among my masonic brethren- the r,oluntn that patriotism has 
erected to mark tha t earliest battle field of the Revolution, and to perpetuate , 
the memory of a defea t more g lorious to the defeated than ever was victory 
to the conquerors, towering in to the very clouds above me; the statue of the 
? rst great martyr to American Liberty, and the first Grand Master of Masons 
111 lvlassach usells, before me. surrounded by tens of thousands of my country-
men ~nd countrywomeu, all doing homage to the spirit of Liberty. 1 heard 
the e)c)quent voices of patriots from the North and the South, for there stood 
s ide by side, in that glorious vresence, Everett and Winthrop. and Gardner 
and Holly of the :-.lorth, and )'Jason and Kennedy of the South, and t·heir 
voices were there heard pouring out. in one t:ommon chord. sentiments of 
Union, and hopes of happiness and prosperity to m11· Couuii'JI .' OtiR ?,J/f()/1" 

CtiiiJJir;' .' "'"' n.tul lltr,•ftttrf1ft/~ .' 

;1 
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\ s I stood thel!! and li~t~11ed to the fervent and imprtl»sive prayer offered 
Ill> by the venerable and pious Walker, the esteemed and revered l'residt:nt of 
llluvard Collegt!: to the eloquent and appropriate oratiou of Everett ; to the 
vt~ry able and interesting ma-onic narrati1•e Cll the first Grand Master of Mas­
,a.:huserts, by his worthy •ucces~or. :\f \\'. t:rand Ma~ter I Ieard, who pt:r­
fortned in tho! most workmanlike and happy manner. aided by his Deputy and 
C:rand \Varden~, the masonic ceremonit:s nf the occasion, and to the other 
l'au·iotic and son! stirring nddresses of the day. it seemed to n1e as if th o! very 
spirits of Wa.shiugton and Warren, of Stark and l'utnam-of •rllthat band of 
departed Brothers who achieved our independence, and left us as a rich legacy. 
rhc political happiness that has ever ~ince been ours, were hovering over the 
~ct:ne. and, like the spirit of (iod. descending and bles~ing all that wa.; there 
dn11el 

WASH I N(iTON was not there forgorte11 . Ill r. Everett said, "on the day 
<Jn which Warren fell. WASil I ·GTON was commissioned as Commander in 
Chief of all th" continental forces raised, or to be raised, in defence of A mcri­
..:an Liberty." 

"John Adams took the lead in promoting the nomination of a General from 
that part o f tho: Union, where there was, a~ yet. no force embodied, eager to 
give a striking proof that no lo,al feeli111:S ~wayed New England, by entrust­
ing the command o f lttr anny. for such it was. to a leader from the banks of 
the distanr Potomac. whom he already de~ignated al\ the" Reloved WASH ­
Ii\t:T<>~-" 

~~ y brethren, time will n~>t permit mt: longer to dwell upon that moSt inter­
esting and never to he forgotten ceremony of June 17, t857-the inauguration 
of the Statue of Warren on Bunker Tlill. I must, however. speak brieRy to 
you of my whereabouts on the evening of that day. because 1 then pronused 
that I would 

I was ont: uf the guests of Boston Cotnmand.:ry of Knights Templar at a 
rich banquet gh·en by them on that evenin~; at Chapman llall. .\nd there. I 
again mingled with Sir Knight:, and Hrethren from all sections of our Uninn. 
I did not escape the usual compliment of being called on for a speech. After 
mingling in the events of such a day. one could hardly l>e expected to think of 
any thing. nr dream of any thmJ:(, but reminiscences of t77 5· the revolution 
that followt:cl, and the heroes of that revolution My head and my heatt were. 
I confess. •.oo full of them to admit any thing else, and from a heart thu; full 
I pouted tlUt. a~ well as I conld. language c<> rresponding to m,y feeling>-. . ~ . . . . . 

[ have now. my respective brethren, ~aid all that time will permit me here 
to say regarding that great aud good man. whose memory we came here to 
hon•>r. The theme is by no means exhausted. indeed it never can be. but the 
time J had a.'<:;igncd to myself has p:1ssed, and 1 have only given you, in plain. 
unadorned language, a mere outline of tvt:nt~ and transactions going to l>rove 
the extent of the love and of the veneration of the gr·ea t American heart, com 
prist:d in 2j.ooo.o<>n of human hcings, fnr the memory of GEORI;E WA~ I l -
1 :-11.TOK 

I cannot. h•Jwever. clast: thb addtes;, "ithullt adding a fe\\ words that nat­
urally snggest themselves in view of the political horizon all around u•. 

This land r' ,, land of freedom, ayt:, of the largest liht!tly of thought, of 
spee~;h, of actiun. and no man, he he of what~oever profossion or occupation 
he may. either can o r ought to he deprived of the ri~ht of expressing his 
<>pinion in proper language and in J>rOI>er places," fur," to use the remarkable 
language of jeHcrson. "if there be any among us \\ho would wish to dissolve 
this Union, or change it>~ republican form, let them stand undisturbed a,; mon 
urnents of the :~nfcty with which error of opinion may b" tolerated wh~re 
reason is left f•ee to combat it." 

That great man could not. when h" u11ered that sentiment, have fmeseen 
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what we now see, the wicked persistency with which this sacred ~;om pact, our 
U nion, is attacked by a few who do not hesitate to prono unce it a failut e. and 
ou r Constitution not worth the paper upon which it is written I 

Perhaps it would loe po licy to follow the advice of Jefferson, and leave s uch 
men undisturbed in their fanatical ideas. 

I cannot oefrain, however, from asking in words, I hope of reason, tmth 
and soberness; if this Union be a failure. what Government on earth can be 
called a .wccc.r.r? 

This Unio n, formed by a band of as pure patriots as ever existed, under 
circumstanc:es as di.scouraging as they could well be; sealed with the blood of 
tb" bt!st and bravest men of the period when it was established, and finally 
consummated uy the formation of our wonderful Constitution, over the mak­
ing of which W ASliiN GTON presided, a ud under which we have arisen 
from, comparatively, a handful, to a mighty and powerful people, with pros­
peril y all a round us , and happiness and plenty throughout our borders, pro­
nounced a ji1ilun ! It is not a failure, and he who affirms that it is, must he 
either a madman, o r, at heart, a traitor. 

I ask not, 1 care not on what grounds s uch an assertion is based, be it what 
it may, it is "such stuff as dreams are n1ade of," and it is the duty of every 
honest man to cast from him as he would a venomous reptile, not only the 
idea,, but any one who shou ld give it utterance; and to sbow to other nations 
o f the earth that. in strength, in powe r, in ability to d efe nd our rights a nd to 
redress our wrongs, in everything that constitutes a prosperous nation, this 
Union is not only not a failure, but is a towe r of strength which cannot he 
overthrown! 

I have s poken what I believe, what l feel in my inmost heart. 
There may be those who th ink 1 have said too much; but, standitlg h ere, 

CHI this hallowed ground, under the circumstances that surround us all, T 
should have mistrus ted my own patriotism, my own fixed determination to 
stand by our L:nion and our Constitution at all hazards, and at every risk. bad 
r said less. 

Brethren, I am done. 

W e tlffer no comments on the above cogent and eloquent extracts; we offer 

no apology for copying so largely. They speak for themselves, and are their 

o wn apology. May the y find response in every masonic heart. 

The Keporl on Foreign Correspondence, by the Grand Secretary, Hro. G . 

.A. Schwarr.ntan, is a fine specimen of fraternal courtesy and criticism, and 

hestows jndicious commendation on those who have well done. 

PELAWAR£. 

The proceedings from Delaware are for June, 1856, bnt were printed at the 

office of the Masonic Mirror, Philadelphia, in 1857· Last year we copied en• 

tire the report on correspondence, hut this year it has none to copy. The 
annual address of theM. \'11. G. M., Alfred P. Robinson. is an able and in~ 

;;tructive document, and wdl worthy of consideration and commendation. lie 

well says: 

"Speculative, o r symbolic masonry. as a means by which we may secure the 
fu ll enjoyment of our social, relative privileges. and by which we are taught 
tu kltow aold perform t) llr fmternal duties and obligations, the great ~ecret of 
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which lies in a proper use a~~d application of the thrt!e principal round~ in our 
~ymbolic ladder- Faith, Hope and C harity. • • * • • • 

"The charity which Fr<:emasonry teaches does not satisfy itself with cloth· 
ing the naked, feedin~ the destitute. and o therwise ministering to the physical 
wants of our fellow creatu re:.. It take;;" yet wider range over the frailtie~ of 
human nature, and seeks to relie\'e misfortune and misery in whatever guise 
they may appear. It bids us look with merciful sorrow upon a brother'• fail · 
lng~-' it suffereth long, and i~ easy to forgive.' It prompts us to arrc;;t the 
downward course of an erring brother, who, under the pressure of some secret 
-<arrow, may flee to the glittering vices of the world for relief from grief and 
1.-are. It suffers not our ears to open to idle rumors derogatory to the char 
acter of one who has with us assumed the solemn obligations of a binding 
fellowship. It JHOmpts us to deft!nd the absent when assailed by the foul 
tongue of scandal, closes the avenues of the heart aga inst the insinuations of 
malice, and opens the rein a fountain of Brotherly Love, nne! truth." 

In the report fo• r::i.;]- r.:<:ei\•ed after the:: foregoing was written- we Lave 

nu add res!> from the Grand ;\[aster or Report on Foreign Correspondence. a 

ddiciency we much regret. We •1 otice that a communication from Canada 

was referred to the Committee on Correspondence. giving evidence that tht!re 

is such a committee. .-\ brief communication from the Grand Secretary of 

the Grand Lodge of Ireland is published with the proceedings, informing the 

Grand Lodge of Delaware of the refusal of the Grand Lodge of Ireland to 

gran t the prayer of certain memorialists in the city of Wilmington lo fo rm a 

iodge in that city. The refusal was very properly based .. on the ground that 

it would be an unwarrantable intt:rference with the prerogative of the Grand 

Lodge of Delaware. The Grand Secr~tary was instructed to write th~ c;rand 

Secretary of frelru1d, re<Juesting the name~ of the petitioners. 

The G rand Lodge of Georgia for 1856, reports zos lodges in a working 

condition, nearly all of which made retu rns, and paid the dues amounting to 

~9,246 . .jS cent... The whole number of members, as appealb by returns. is 

1 z.JIO: and the initiates for the yea r, t,217· This Grand Lodge was incor· 

poratt:d in February. 171j:J. 

1\ ffattering nccount is given of the prosperity of the Southern 1\l.tsonic 

Female College::, which has a full and able faculty, with 152 pupils tnr •Sslo, 
and an incro:asc: uf to per cent. for 1857· :l'l easures were adopted for an en· 
largement of it.s facilities for the accommodation of its incre!ISing numi.Jers . 

Tht- report on correspondence, from the pen of Bro. S. l.01wrence, is an aule 

documen: of ~5 pages, noticing tho: proceedings of ~5 c;rand Lodges. ln crit 

icisms upon other writers, he exhibits candor and fairness. a good specimen of 

which occurs in his review of the report of Bro. 'Vallaco.~, of Iowa. In hi< 

notice of Maine, there is perhaps a pardonable sensitiveness in relation t0 a 

remark io our report of rRsll, which isM folio\\;;: 
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"Of Georgia . .Hro. Pearl sayh ·The Grand Lodge in publishing its expul 
~ions, discloses the terrible fact, that intemperance is the bane of the m~sonic 
ins titution there, as it must be wherever 1 he use of intoxicating liquors enter!\ 
into the social habits of a community.' 

"As mason~ we yield to none in our regard for the cardinal virtue Temper· 
am:e, and we would that all men llonld observe it- not the new-fangled notion 
of Temperance with which society in some quarters seem to have become in · 
fatuated, hut th& true masonic virtue, the virtue of which the Apostle wro te, 
when he exhorted breth ren to oo 'temperate in all things' \' et we cannot 
pass this remark of Bro. Pearl without raising our voice in defence of the fra­
te rnity in this State. We do no t defend those who have fallen thmugh In ­
tcmperanc~:, hut we do aver that the frate rnity in Georgia as a fraternity, will 
compare fa vorably with that of Maine or any where else, in the exercise of 
thi;, virtue; and that they made little allowance for its absence, the very fact 
noticed by Bro. Pearl is evidence. Be.~ides, the Records of the re~pective 
Crand Lodges will Ahow this. Looking at t'1ose of Maine before us, we lind 
that in 1855• out of an aggregate membership of J,2 1 1 there were 27 suspen· 
~ions and 1 expulsions-in Georgia fo r the same period, out of a membership 
of 1 1,1 J2, there were 53 suspen~ions and Jl) expulsions, sho\\;ng very nea r the 
~ame average." 

W e are ve ry happy 10 receive this testimony from Georgia, and to assure 

her that Maine will rejoice in her joy as fully ru. she can sympathize in her 

~o rrow in view of defection from masonic fidelity, by whatever form of eviL 

The !;tate is divided into four Districts, and the Grand Lodge was opened 

lJy K W . William S. Rockwell of the Fourth Dist rict, in the absence of the 

Grand Master, Wii.I.IAM C. l>AWW N. who had ceased from his earthly labor. 

The 1<. W . n. D. G. M. of the First Uisuict pays a generous tribute to the 

merits and masonic virtues of Grand )laster Dawson, and alludes to his ha'· 

infl given a eulogy IIIX>O his life on tbe 101h of july, at the commencement of 

Lumpkin Masonic Female College. The Grand Lodge of Maine wi ll share 

in the sympathy which faithful c raftsmen must feel when a 1\0rthy Grand 

~l aster is thus taken from his field of u!'efulness. 

Since writing the above we have received the proceedin~o:s fo r 1 ~57 · The 

addre.c;,; of the Grand )laster evinces a good degree of active l!ervice the past 

year, and reports among other decL~ions thai he had gi"en hb official opinion 

1hat it is not now necessary that a W. Master mu~t h:we previously acted as 

Warden. lie argues this point at some length. to show that "the idea that a 

,crvice as Warden for a longer or shorter period was a necessary pre-requisite 

fo r the office of Master, has arisen from a misconception of the ancient charges, 

and the erroneous notion. either that the provision in the Constitution of the 
r;rand Lodge of England. requiring the ~faster of a lodge to have been regu 

larly appointed and served as a Warden of a warranted lodge for one year is 

a contemporaneous cxvosition of the ancient charge; o r that it is of force in 

the G rand Lodges o( this country." lie says'' the Constitution of the <: rand 

Lodge of Georgia is silent on this subject; nor did this provis ion form a part 

of the regulations in force when this Grand Lodge was· established." The 

report on correspondence has a brief notice of mo~t of the (.) rat1d I ndges of 

the country 
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IOWA. 

The Grand Lodge of I O\\'a exhibits a high degree of working talent, and a 

full share of pro<perity. The Grand Master, J. F. Sanford, Mates in his ad· 

dress that, with the dispensations issued the last year. the number of lodges is 

120, with a membership of nearly 5,ooo. This Grand Lodge has been divided 

into six districts, and in each there was to he held a meeting for a Grand 

Ludge u£ Instruction. It seems that the attempt to bring togethe r the lodges 

in the several districts for the proposed instruction was not altogether success· 

ful; hut the Grand Master does not think this failure should prevent further 

effot t to this end. The by· laws of the Grand Lodge require that the Grand 

Ma:;ter shall cause the work and lectures on the first th ree degrees to bP ex­

hihited uefore the Grand Lodge. at each Grand Annual Communication. 

This requirement had been neglected, and the Grand Master had issued a cir­

cular requiring a full delegation of the lodges to be present in order to share 

the instruction which was to be attempted. The Grand Master pay,; :1 high 

compliment to the R. W. Grand Secretary, T. S. Parvin, as follows: 

"I t-nnnot omit, in justice to my own feelings. to expre~s my gratimde to 
onr X. W. Grand Secretary, Bro. Parvin, for his valuable aid in the labors of 
this jurisdiction during the yea r past-aid, in fact, without which my own in· 
capacity to meet the requirements of this office would have been still more 
appar~nt. Nor can I, without violating a sense of duty, fail to say, that the 
efficiency of our worthy b rotbP.r as Secretary of this Grand Lodge 'for many 
years, has done as much to give it respectability abroad and prosperity at 
home. ru; all other causes combined. 

"lt is almost impossible to conceive the amount of labor and nttention it 
requires, to fill ably and faithfu lly, as he has done, the office of Grand Secre­
tary. or the great and irreparable injury an inefficiency in the performance of 
its duties wou ld inflict upon tbis jurisdiction. I therefore take pleasure in 
making this acknowledgment." 

This testimony will gratiiy b rethren out of lo11'll, who have had nccasion to 

know and admire the skill and fidelity of that officer as exhibited in the Grand 

Lodge correspondence. Ilis report this yea r is very terse, able and fraternal, 

covering 54 pages, and exhibits uo faltering or falling off from his previous 

production£, which have ranked among the hest in the country. Bearing in 

mind that the duties of Grand Secretary and of the committee on corre~pond ­

ence both devolve on Hrother !>arvin, we can better appreciate the value of 

his services to the craft, at home and abroad. The statistical tables, hoth o£ 

the Grand Lodge of Iowa and its subordinates, also of the Grand J~odges of 

the country, are more varied, full and perfect than those of any other Stale, 

and are of great value as models. 

INDIANA. 

The M. W. Grand Master Downey, of indiana, reports fourteen dispensa­

tions granted foT new lodges. and expresses the conviction that the craft are 
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advancing in moral~, in intelligence, in numbfrs, and in their aims and effolt::­

to promote the great objects of the institution. 

The Grand Master recommends legislation for what he admits tu he an im 

portant change in their Jaw:. lie would hal'c "the Crand Master. and the 

\ 'la.•ter.:: of subordinate lodges, amenable to the juri~diction and di-ripline •~f 

the s ubordinate lodges to which they belong, for unma~onic condoct not g tow 

ing out of their official acts" He SJJeak!' (J( ha,·ing urged this on the C';rand 

Lodge in 1853· lTe tea.<ons a;, follow~ ' 

"It seems to he contendt:d on dll hand,, hat the (;rand ~laster. and the 
Masters of subordinate lodge:., cannot he t ned by· the suoordinate lodges to 
,vtfich they belong for anything. and ytlt 1 know or no sati~factory authority 
for the assertion, and certainly it is without rea.~on. Why i, lt that the Grand 
:\1aster and the l\1a$ters of "ubordinate lodges should not he amenable to the 
jurisdiction ttnd discipline of the subordinate lodges to 1\ hich they belong for 
acts not connected with the disrhnrgc of thdr oflicial dutil:~ as well as their 
brethren? \\'by should their election to office de.~troy th~ir accountability to 
their brethren for their conduct 1 I know of no reason for any such distinc­
tion, and yet it is understood to exist. Jf the Granu Ma:.ter is tried in asnh 
ordinate lodge and appeals. let the next officer preside during the trial of the 
case. [(charges are preferted in a oubordinate lodge again~t its Master for 
other than oOidal misconduct. let the Seni<H Warden, or in his absence the 
J nnior Warden, preside, or let some Past ~laster to be design:ned by the 
Warden. preside. For official misconduct. I would let the Grand ~1aster. and 
•he Masters or ~nhordinate lodges, be responsible to the \.ranll Lodge only." 

The report on corre~pondence is brief and busineo• like. having some side 

thrusts at the course pursued by other committees, cln:;ing with some "run· 

rluding remarks," in which they say' "The great purpo~t: of the formation 

of a committee like our own, has been lost sight of by those forming tt in the 

different jurisdictions of this Union. This has resulted, rlouhtlessly, from a 
too frequent reference of the duty to 11ersons mere tyro» in the work, :tnd 

often to those whose aim is to spread them;;elves on paper. r;~ther than henelit 

the craft." 

This is certainly" curious pi~e of information, and a sig~tilicant compliment 

to such writers as Mellen, King, Mackey. Morris. Parvin, Storer, Brown ~nd 

other~, whose effolls in this field of labor have done more than this committee 

seem able to comprehend in placing the order on the high ground it now 

occupies in the country. It is also a singular compliment to the ?.1. \>V. Grand 

Ml!sters who have made" too frequent reference of the duty to sucb j>erso11s 

mere lyra.r." ft is now in the power or the writer of that report to exercise a 

wise discretion and set a noble example in the selection of a model committee. 
as he is now the M. W. Grand ~laster. S. D. Bayless. and his l.uccessor as 

chairman, selected by his wisdom, will have the full benefit of his own ideal 

in this department of masonic labor. We <~rt: most happy to learn from the 

report" such a favorable verdict on the prosperity of the craft in these United 

States, injiiiO!Icu, morals, and work: and take this occasion to remark, that 

lndiana is equal to any, all things c.lltly considered." (In the (.r;~nd ~laster's 



Proceedi1zgs of the (May, 

addre,s relative to the trial of a (;rand Master and the Masters of lodges, a select 

con1n•ittee repor1ed the following resolutions, which lie over as amendments 

10 the Com.titution, till the next annual communication: 

"1st. 1: ~hall bt: competent for the subordinate lodge of which the Grand 
~laster is a m.:mber, to try and expel or suspend him for any unmasonic con· 
duct not growing out of his official dnties; and when expelled or su~<pended. 
hi~ nllice of <;rand Master shall be vacated, and the officer next in rank shall 
fill I he u ffice. 

•· :d Subordinate lodges shall have power to try and expel or suspend 
theiJ Master for any unmasonic conduct not growing o ut of the discha•sa ni 
hi~ t•t1icia l duties. When the Ma.,ter of a lodge is under trial. the officer next 
in •ank, or ;.ome Past Master. to be designated by him, !:hall preside. When 
the 1\la.~ter of a lodge is expelled or suspended, the office• next in rank shall 
succeed to the >'lation. 

•• Jd. The Grand il'la~ter and MMters of subordinate lodges are an~werohle 
~111ly to the Gmnd Lodge for acts growing out of their official duties." 

Indiana ha.-. 11 list of near :!l!O lodges, returning nearly 8,000 members, with 

a li~t of 1,:!5 ' initiated, 1,189 pa.~sed, and 1,1~2 raised the last year. Receipt~ 

of c:rand Lodge for the year, were $9,6•7·50. 

!LI.lNOIS. 

The Grand Lodge o{ Illinois reports a list nf 226 lodge;;, 31! of which were 

con~tituted and consecrated during the year, having hcen chartered the year 

pre vious. The Grand Master also reports 26 ~ispensations gmnted the last 

year Several practical subjects are ahly discussed. Amon~t these he speaks 

of the important post occupied by the Grand Secretary, and how much de· 

pend~ on his fitness and fidelity. and in this connection he pays a merited 

tribute to the ability and fidelity of the Grand Secretary of his Grand Lodge, 
R. W. Harman G. J{eynolds., 

II e thus speaks on the subject of masonic publications: 

" [ have lately had my attention called to the subject of masonic publica· 
tions, and I have been astonished at the number of newspapers, periodicals 
and so-called text books that have been lately and are about to be published. 
It is truly surprising to see how many of our brethren throughout the country 
are aspiring 10 the chair Editorial, and if they did but know how ridiculous 
they make themselves appear, they would soon retire to private life. O ur 
fraternity i~ impnscd upon uy such worthless publications, and they should be 
tlisr(}ullf~llllltUd by every brother and every lodge. One good Masonic Mag· 
azine of known character and ability, is worth them all, and I am happy to say 
we have such an one now publi!.hed in our own jurisdiction. f refer to the 
Masonic ASIII.A R, p11blished in Ch icago, by llro. A J.I.VN Wr>STON, and r rCC· 
om mend it as a work worthy of the support and patronage of the fraternity in 
this jurisdiction." 

The committee on the address of the Ctand Master, Jarnes 11. Hibbard, say: 

"lt has inspired your committee with no ordinary degree of pleasure and grat· 

ification to ohllerve the unmistakable evidence it bear.; of the foitltfu/nl!u, 
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11sriduity and sl:i/1 manifested by him in whom our highest confidence has 
not been misplaced, and the exalted honor not unworthily bestowed."" 

The committee fully indo rse the remarks of the Grand Maste r in relation to 

"the mania fo r publishing mnsonic newspape r~, periodicals, and so·called text 

books," and alt!o his commendations of the Ashlar. Twenty-eight new lodges 

were chartered. ~ welling the list to Z5+- The report on correspondence is 
from the pen of the R. W . ([.G. Reynolds, Gr.tnd Secretary, a very vigorou~ 

document, discussing in few words a large number of topics. and noticing 

briell.y the ~everal Grand Lodge~ of the country, except Connecticut, J\fassa 

cho$etts, Loui~inna, Mississippi and !\ew llampshire, whose proccedir~ gs had 

not been received. In reply to our inquiry after the cause of failure last year 

of a report from the lllinois committee, Bro. Reynolds thus responds: 

" Bro. Pearl. in his Report on for. Cor., inquires whether the absence of a 
Rep. on For. Cor. in this G rand Lodg.: last year. was' accidental, Providentia l 
or inten tionHI ?' The t hairmnn of the committee la~t year, a very bright 
mason, is a phy~ician ; he intended lO prepa re a report, but pre~sing engage· 
ments prevented; Dr. Rice was in the same fix; Uro. Pkkett took the bur­
den on his hands. bu t be was engaged in politics, and himself a candidate for 
a lucrative otlice, and he could not get it ready in time. Your committe~! are 
of the opinion, that the caus~ of it!' non-appearance are surt"irnl. l'lll, tTICA 1 
and 11Udicimrl." 

R eceipts o f Grand l.odge $6,409.60. Of this sum, $2,455·o6 was paid to 
representatives, as mile:tge and per diem a llowanct!. M. W. !I arrison Dills 

was elected Grand Maste r. and 1{. W . 11. 1.. Reynolds re-elected (:rand Sec­

retary. 

Under the head of present condition of Masonry in Illinois. a re some inter­

esting facts, from which we select the followin~o: : 

Total no. members, ..... _ ....... .. ........ .. l:i,72f• 

K~timated non-altiliated, ... , . . . . . . . , .. , . . ..... 4,000 

G. Total, . . . . . . . .. :. . . . . . . • .. .. 12,726 

~o. Initiations, ... ................... .. 2,011 

•• Passed,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . r ,H7 1 

Raised ,o ......... , ... -··· · .... . . oJ1511 

Several lodges had conferred an average of H degrees each. ( lne lodge 

conferred 152 degrees. Fifteen lodge:~ conferred from 51 to 1)8 degrees each 

()( initiates were 528 farmers; 4J9 mechanics; 31 z merchants, traders ;tnd 
druggists; l4 Minis te rs of the Gospel; 26 i\tto rncys at law; C>C) physician~ 

and denti~t ~; 25 hold connty. dty and judiciary oflices; zo teachers o f music 

and schools; 6 t<:ditors of newspapers: 66 Railroad men ; 1 1 Bankers and 

llrokers ; r8 Engineers ; 107 Clerks and Accountants: 75 '•arious other avo· 
cations. 
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KENTUCKY. 

The venerable Grand Lodge of Kentucky presents I<> us an array of some 

JOO subordinates, and the M. W. Grand Mas.ter. T . N. Wi~e. says : "If. in 

reAecting upon the past history of our Order, we have oct:asion for compla 
cency. we have every reason to be pleased with her present condition and 

future prospccn;. During the period throughout which it has been my honor 

to preside over this body not one single circumstance has occurred seriously 

w disturb the harmony of Masonry in Kentucky." With a membership of 
to,ooo, tbis is a high commendation. The report on correspondence is from 

the pen of Rro. Robert Morri~. and is worthy of his well earned fame, cover­

ing more than (fo pages with fraternal and manly review and c riticism. The 

receipts of rhe Gmnd Lodge were Sr2,766.gr: Disbursements ~10,47 1.27. 

J,OUlSIANA. 

Louisiana Relief Lodge, No. 1, presents to us a new feature in the adminis· 

tration of masonic ('harity. This body was chartered in the city of New 

Orleans, July, r854· for the purpose of affording relief to such as apply for 

charity. It is chiefly supported by 13 lodges' in that city. which base their 

cont ributions, monthly, at 25 cents for each member on their Register at the 

c lose of the previous masonic year. Tn the seven Terms or half years em· 

braced in this report, more than c~fkt thtmstwd tlollttrs have been received 

and disbursed In relief of suffering. From January 1, 1!!57• to November ro, 

the amount granted was Sz,JI!O.:!O, which was distributed among applicants 

from ~o States of the Union ; also from England. Scotland, Ireland. France 
and Netherlands. No applicant from Maine was among the number. 'l'o 

those hailing from California, $.370 were grante~ ; to those from New \'ork, 

~ 145; to those from T~xas. $H)S; from Scotland, Si114. The hope is ex 

pres~ecl that a pottion at least of the sums thus granted will be restored by the 

several States. Connecticut and Texas have already responded. Texas in 

the ~um of $r6o. 

We are indebted toR. W. Albert Pike, for advance sheets of the Appendix 

to the forth coming report of the Grand Lodge of Louisiana, containing the 

report on Foreign Correspondence, a lecture by Bro. Albert Pike, and Consti· 

tution and By-Laws of the Grand Loclge. This Appendix covers Jtio page.~; 
of which 68 are devoted to the able report by Bro. Amos Adams. and about 

the same space to the lecture of Bro. Pike. 

Tbe report of Brother Adams is very candid and courteous, expressing in 

clear and forcible language, opinions well matured and criticisms kindly writ­

ten, deserving of consideration. A good specimen occurs in reviewing the 
reasoning of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts in relation to the Grand 
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Lodge of Canada. After quoting what the committee of Massachusetts say 

in re.lation to the principle which should govern in organizing a Grand I .odge, 

he says: 

·'Now your committee hold almosl an entire opposite opinion with regard 
to the territories of the United States. We hold this to he the rule-that any 
Grand Lodge may graut chatters in any unoccupied Territory. District o r 
State. and with equal right in a State or Territory; that wlttm such State o r 
Territory shall have a sufficient number or lodgeg to fot'm a Grand Lodge and 
they believe it to their interests to do so, they have an undoubtt:d right to 
meet and form a Grand Lodge without let or hindrance frotn any o the r po,xer, 
and without re ference to any polttical or civil movement to change the form 
of govenunent. This course is a reasonable one, and which has been prac­
ticed from the foundation of our government; and as far as we have ever 
heard, has been universally acquiesced. in. Without going further back than 
our own memory, here is Florida. M inotusota, Kansas, O regon, and perhaps 
others which have been admitted, acknowledged and greeted as Independent 
G •and Lodges, without reference to a changt: from Territory to State, and it 
would >;eeot that thi.~ principle l:~id down hy the Massachusetts committee wa!' 
never advocated till now, when the application is made to the Canada Grand 
Lodge. Yonr committee may as well say here. what they intended to ~ay near 
the close of this report, that, notwithsta1•ding the able reports of the Massa­
chusetts and New Yo•k committees upon and again~t the admissinn of the 
Grand Lodge of Canada into the family of Grand Lodges. they are still of the 
opinion that the (itand Lodge of Canada is as justly and legally entitled to 
her independence as any Grand Lodge in America.'' 

In their fratel'llal notice of Maine the conllrtittee copy the resolution re lative 

to a national Grand Lodge. and in a supplt:ment to the repon they say' 

"A fter your com mittee had finished their review of the p•oceedings of the 
vadous Grand Bodies before them. they teceived from the (;rand Secretary a 
circular from a co•nmiltl!e appointed oy the Grand Lodge of Maine. recom­
mending at this time action to form a c;eneral G rand Lodge, and sngge~ting 
Chicago as the place of meeting-the rime September. 1859• when the Gen 
era) Grand Chapter and General Grand Encampment will be in session at that 
place. The circular is well conceived. and urgus strongly the importance of 
the measu re. \ 'our committee have their opinions upon this project, but will 
waive any expressions nf opinion, as they conceive the circular and its con­
tents a proper subject to be presented directly to the (;rand Lodge, or through 
the address of the Gtand Master. and if deemed proper, placed in the hands 
of a special comnti ltee." 

The lecture by Brother l'ike is a rt!markable one. on "the t•vil t'l>/l.SI'tjllt'llas 

•if schi.rm .r and dl.rpllt(.r for power illlllatlllll:v. 1/fl(/ l![;raltm.ri(.t' <till! t!is.ren.rwn.r 

hetUJI'Cit mtr.ronir Nitn." It was read by request before the(~ tnnd Lodge of 

Louisiana, and was evidently de.><igneu to meet and/elieve difficlllties especially 
in that jurisdiction. It will be remembered that several years since we had 

occasion to deplore the strifes a nd schisms in Louis iana and the state of things 

which led Mississippi to assume ju risdiction in that State. claiming that there 

was no legi timate Grand Lodge then existing there. At the same time the re 

was existing there a snpreme Counci l claiming and exercising juri sdiction over 

tbe first three degrees, so that while the o ld Grand Lodge was accused of 

blending o r rathe• cumulating the di(ferem rites, those who desired to work in 
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the \ 'ork rite, which generally prevailed in lhe c~un try, and to avoid the con, 

fusion of the exis ting system, felt the evils of thei r po~ition so great as to 

justify the interference of Missis$ippi, which fin~lly resu lted in the est~bli~l1 

mant of the present prosperous Grand Lodge of. Loui~iana. After n few 

years of trial and effort s fo r conciliat ion, ha rmony w4~ restored. The old 

Grand Lodge was merged in the new organi1..ation. and the Supreme Council 

conceded to the Grand Lodge exclusive jurisdiction over the first three de 
greC!', and finally itsel£ becomes merged in the Supreme Council at Cha rleston ; 

leaving thus but the .two centres of jurisdiction- Boston and Charleston­

fo r the po·opogation of the Scottish Rite, waiving a ll jurisdiction over those 

degrees embraced in the lndges, the chapters, councils ar1d encampments, a~ 

exist ing in this country. Bnt this course of events, so auspicious to the har­

mony and prosperity of those hodies cultivating the York Rite, was a source 

of grief and offence to those in Louisiana-chiefly of foreign origin- who 

were ardently a ttached to the Scotch and French Rites. The Grand Lodge, 

no longer authorizing work in other than the York Rite, became the object of 
distrust and jea lousy with those who desired to work in the olher modes. 

This appeal of l3rorher l ' ike L~ a powerful persuas ive to cease from conAict 

and collision in thi.~ respect. It seems that those disaffec ted as above have 

proceeded to take the remedy into their own hands. A Supreme Council has 

been "extemporised '' by them, basing its antho rity nn the "consent of the 

governed ;" and this power falls to issuing charters for symbolic lodges tu 

work the three first degreees according to the Rite of Perfection. and ha~ 

already s ix or seven marshalled nnder its banners. Of this movement and lts 

leading spirit, Brother Pike thus ~peaks ' "The chief. who is the ~oul of the 

movement, is too ahle a man no t to have taken all that into conside ratio n, and 
he del iberately ar rayed himself against the G rand Lodge, and dared all the ter­

ror~ of its displeasure. H e saw, that merely to e;> tablish a rival of the legiti 

mate Supren1e Council in the high degl"ees, would gain him little sympathy, 
and perhaps be regarded as a s tep prompted merely by ambition; that it is 

useless to attempt to build a pyramid without a base>: and that it was neces­

sary fo r him to appeal to the mas.onic people who fill the T emples of .S)nzbolic 

Masonry, are satisfied with the three firs t degrees, and content ro advance no 

farth er. H e therefore made his election, appealed to tltrm , assumed the posi 

tion of their protector and the guardian of their rights, anti deliherately defied 
the Grand Lodge." 

The positions and a rguments o f this new bocty and its chief, are most ably 

reviewed and nmli/tiloted; and the remedy proposed for curing this schismatic 

conllict of rites and invasion of jurisdiction, deserves profound consideration, 

as does in fact the whole subject matte r of the leclUre, exhibiting as it does 

great research, and a familiar acquaintance witb the Scottish Rite, and the his· 

to ry of the Order in its severa l countries and Rites. A somewha t satisfactory 
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idea may ue gained frum thi~ address. of the spirit and tt!achings o f th i! Scot 

tish Rite and iL' oligin in this countrv. all which is ltllt!d to allay prejudice 

l.et\\i!ell those who Ctlhhate the different Rile' llrother l'il<e insi~ts !hat 

:ll."lt!h of lodge>' and \1a.,ler~ )lasons of thu 011e Kile, are really entilltd 10 

the instruction:- of the utlu;l. and !hat Grand Lodg~ may 1\;th p•opriety 

.1uthori~e such a course. I 1 will be recollected that this view coincid~ with 

t)llt! tlf tht! proposition~ or the Pniv~r~al Ma~<onic Congre~s. to ldt, that in 

1:onft!rring the degree~. :\la~ter~ of lodges should instruct member~ al~o in the 

Scotch Rite. 

The followinll b his do.>ing appt:al: 

··The principal plea for this re,·olt is, thai lht: Supreme Council ha' aball 
doned, and the Grand Lodge of Louisiana osuacises. the firs! three degrees of 
the Scotti~h Rite. It "a.~ not neces..<ary to ~et up , Supnwu Cmmcil ir1 
I .ouisiana to remedy 1h1rf. I r thnl wert< the only cause of the movement, why 
did the parties not content themselves with re-establishing the Rite of l'erfec 
tion, with its t went y·li ve degrees~ Tbe first t•r:l(ltlem degrees o f th111 Rit t: tll'e 
twuisdjt and idmfi,·,r/~11 the same, in every point and pa1t. as tht: first eighteen 
of tht: 1\ ncient and .'\cccpted 1\.ite. If they had done that, they wo\rld h:JVe 
been consistent. at least. lt will be somewhat diliicult, moreove r, I imagine. 
to explnin to the satisfaction of a plain man. how it is, that while they t/11 pre­
tend and claim to re..:stablish the Rite of l'erfection. calling the Rite in which 
they work by that name, because they will not acknowledge the Constitutions 
of 17llli, and the super:.ddt<d degrees, they still hn1•e thirty·three degree~. nnd 
rlaim to be JJS and Sovereign Grand Inspectors Genei".U, ancl have a Supreme 
t 'ouncil, a uody wholly unknl)\\'11, as the JJd de~:ree is unknown, to Lht: Rite 
,,f Pe rfection 1 

"The,,.,,. rea;on, tha t underlies the tme assigned, i~, as appear:; hy th E: 
publications of the par lies, the jealousy and rivalry of race and hlood. 

"They point to the £1(1[/islt names o f the officers of the Grand Lodge, a,. 
sert that the object in 311!\ulling the. former Supreme Council and submitting 
to Charleston, was to Amrricoui:.e the Rite; and say that it has now fallen 
into thc hands of those wbo are pi>litimi~J' hostile to men of foreign birth. 

"lf all this were even true, the course which th~e brethren have taken is 
ditectly calculated and intended still furth er to estrange from one ;;.nother 
n13$0ns wbo speak difft'terlt tongues; by making parties and factions in the 
bosom of Masonry-parties based on differences of race-parties bnilt up on 
differences in politics. Would it not have been far wise r and bette r in our 
b rethren, if we were actu~ted by such unmasonic and ungenerous motives, to 
have come among u~. fraternized with us, and by their superior kindness and 
courtesy, to ha1•e shamed us out of our prejudic~ and narrow exclusiveness? 

" Is it not a lamemablc thing that such jealousies and prejudices should 
prevail at all; and still mor~ that they ~hould he sedulously cultil•ated and 
industriously fostered? 

"Nor do I believe that there <trr any such prttjudices or porposi!~ on the 
part of tht)se who chance. by the accident of bi1th, to speak the I::ngli~h Jan· 
guage. We entertain v:1 rinus political opinions. But shame upon that mason,• 
unworthy of the name, who mingles with those opinions, whatever they are, 
the least leaven of unkinrlness toward~ his Lrolher of another blood. I can 
not speak for all; but 1 am sure I speak for mo!lt masons, of whalever politi· 
cal faith, when I :<ay with entire sincerity, that o ur opinions have not the 
slightest influence upon our masonic or social relations. Jn them we jknow 
no difference of race or blood, of creeds. political or religious. The brother 
who has knelt at the same altar with me, is as much and as truly my brother. 
though his eyes iir~t openo:d to the lighl in France. or Spain or ltaly, ~if 
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they had tlrst seen Lhe same stars that shone upon my cradle t'as if we had 
climbed the same green bills when children, learned to speak the same tongue, 
and hea1d the rains b~<ating overhead upon the same o ld roof. Why should 
be not be? F.ven those whose theoretical opinions would exclude each other 
fro ru JfctWe/1 , can m.,et as br.: thren in our lodgt:.<-dt> meet there, thank God! 
and team to know and love each other beller; and shall a mere f>alilictll 
opinion, loone><tly entertained. general and without personal application, nor 
ba~ed o n pe rsonal grounds, free nf all hiuerness. and exp1es~ed in terms to 
whicilno j ust man can rigt· tfully take exception,-sh>tll th is est range me from 
my brother, a nd disenable me to Jo in his hehalf all that the ti es of our ancient 
Btn the rhood require? There is""~ language that we both speak-the 1111i· 

•'tr.rt~llanguage of Ma~onry. 
" I pass from that. to speak of American masons in gene•al. If o ur breth 

ren in1agine that those to whom they apply that distinctive name. desire to 
t!Xclude them from s ha ring the Government of the O rder, tu rule it for thei r 
o wn inte•est;;, or according to their 0\\11 prejudices. l can safely assert, so fa r 
as the masons of the !;cottish Rite art! concerned, that they do u;; the most 
cruel injustice. U n the C011lrary, it is our most Ca •nest desire to se.: a hearty 
and frank union of all th" ma.~ons o( that Rite. in which all distinctions uf 
language, race and blood shall be as if they had no exi~t ence. Uur ambition 
aims at nothing higher. and could have no object more noble, than to effect 
that union. Our hands are t:ver open and r~dy tu clasp theirs. W e are 
content, for the sake of peace and unity. a nd he~-ause wr. think it right. and a 
solemn J uty which we owe to Mallon • y and masonic law, to leave the sym 
bolic degrees to the Grand Lodgt:, and acknowledge the S upre me Council at 
C harleston as our Superior, accepting fo1 ourselves a subordinate position. 
W e kno w that in this great country the Scutti~h Ri t.: can only s ucceed hy 
being at peace with the York Rite; that out of Louisiana, ou r recruits must 
come almost who lly from the 111embers M that ){it"; who will not, by uniting 
with us. be any the Jess devoted to what th"y •egard as the parent of all the 
Rites, and that to which tbey owe their first and their perpetu:~l a llegiance. 
Even in Louisiana it is so, as far as tht! A 1l1t>licnn llli\SCal>' a re concerned. We 
do not wish to shake that allegian<:e. vVe couh.! not do it if w.: would. W" 
wouJd not attempt it, because to dn so would he ftJ build up against our~elves 
barriers at the portals of every !::;tatt: but this: and even here, to coniine nu r 
ptoselytes to those only who S'(leak a l>tngu>tge uther than E ng lish. 

" l s it tht! duty of a Scottish lllHson to take <l step that wo uld infallibly cu11 
fine the Rite to a single State, and to hut <lne portion of the population even 
~If that? No I It L~ our dnty to prt'/lllgnle tht: lHtt: . Those who have in 
their possession that which will confer a vast beru:Jit o n ma nkind, have rest· 
ing on the m the sacred dnty to nlllllllllllit afe it to mankind, To ri!jitu to dr1 
so, to mrapadtalt ou rselves to do so, is almost, if not quite, to commit >t crime. 
The wise man, and especially the philanth ropist, yields to circ umstances, and 
t:oncedes something to prejudice~. And even· the apostles o£ the C hristian 
faith found it necessary to relax somethin g; of their jt!wish s trictness in fa·;nr 
of tbe Greeks and Ro mans, to whom they went to preach the gospel. Tf they 
had not done so, its influences would hav.: remained t:onfined within the nar · 
row limits of Judea and tht:: IIebrew Colonies, instead of flowing 0 \'er to hl"~" 
a nd civilize the world. 

"My brethren of the Scottish Rite. if the Supreme Council at Charleston 
insi,;ts upo n retaining it$ j nrisdiction over us. let it do so. l am cont t:nt. 1 
think it would be wiser a nd more for thtt inte re~t of the Rite, fo r it to divide 
its jurisdiction; but [ am willing to wait, if that cannot now be peaceably 
effected. 

"My brethren of the York Rite. it is fo • you to concede ~ometbi11g to 
those who prefer attother Rite. They are masons like yourselves; a nti if it 
be tril l!, as you think, that the Rite which they preft!r is not as goocl as ynut:;, 
that is hut their rnisfonune. Yoll profess tbe most ample toleration. Let it' 
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begin, like Charity, at home. If th~y frif~,. them ow11 Kite. it is the b.!st­
for them. llold out to them the hand o£ fellowship. and let the incense from 
their alt.~r" ~end its perfume< to lleaven mingled and blended with that of 
yours. If you have prejudicts. yield them. The Apostles set you the ex 
DfllJ)Ie; and one ought to do much for the general welfare of Masonry. 

" Let the Grand Lodge do what is right, nnd thtm demand what is right in 
t111n. To yield nothing is almo~t always unjust: and often, when uot unjust. 
11 blunder. If the C:•and Lodge offers to the lodj:!es that deny its jurisdiction, 
charters authotit.ing them to work in whatever Kite they prefer; and enact.~ 
that upon their failure to accept them within :1 re<~;,onable time, they shall 
~tand su>pended and annulled. and their members be deemed in law expelled 
from 1\lasonry. she will so have tempered forbtlarance with justice, that we 
shall be at a loss to decide whether she does her~elf more honor by her clem· 
ency and t!<Jitit y. or by her dignified firmness in a~~erling her rights; and it 
will be uo lhtttllry to say that she has worthily performed her whole duty ; 
and that i<he rul~s and is Supreme by the highest and best of titles,-tht grati· 
tude and aifection of the feeble..t as well as the ~trongest of those uy whose 
election and cons~nt 5he governs. But to deserve that eologium, she must 
do what is right and just. simply because it1.r right and just, unaffected by any 
considel'ation of what clamor, ignorance and narrow•mindedne;;s may raise 
elsewhere; she must follow thu old 1\f asonic maxim: • Do ?tilt a/ llloll cmg/llul 
1<1 til>; It-t rtlf//<1 ru!tttl mny.'" 

M ASSAl..H USE't"t'S. 

The re1>ort from Massachus.:tllt G ra.nd Lodge ~arne to hand at too late a 

day to receive all the consideration it deserves. The address of the Grand 
1\laster, M. \\1 . John T. ll eard, is a document of unusual interest, showing an 

t'llt:rgy and devotion on the part of that officer raruly excelled. lle l!ays: 

"Since I assumed the duties of this office. twelve months ago. 1 ha' e visited 
all of the eighty·t'igbt chartered lodges situate within the hounds of this State. 
and also nne ( ~:u reka) of the four now exis ting therein by my :luthority as 
you r Grand Master. The othe• th•ee of this latter clas11 have been establi~heu 
so recently, that my visits to them can be advantageously deferred to a later 
time. The OpJ>ortunity thus afforded to me of kno\\;ng the condition anu 
wants of the lodges, will not, it is hoped, be without benefit in the administra· 
tion of affairs. By it, I have been enabled LO make the personal 3C(Juaintance 
uf some of thll officers and members of every lodge ; to notice every lodge· 
rnom and its decoration~ : the mode of work to ~omc e.~ tent; and to become 
acqua inted with th(l views :.nd spirit by which our brethren are actuated. The 
knowledge of the location of each lodgt! in respect to the population surround· 
ing it, and con$1lqUently of the field it possesses from which it may gather new 
members, will not be vdthout advantage in determining whether any ill·soccess 
that may attend it, is attributable to internal or external causes. These visits 
have enabled me personally to address some members of every lodge on sub­
jects of local interest and of concern to the universal brotherhood. In the 
pursuance of this underraking l have traveled twenty·one hundred and four 
miles-by railroad fifteen hundred and twenty·two miles, by horse conveyance 
five hundred and five miles. and by steamboat seventy·seven miles ;~and have 
addressed in the aggregate about twenty·five hundred members of the Order. 
Memoranda of these \'isits at~< deposited in the office of the Recording Grand 
Secretary. lly all the lodges I have been teceived \l-ith the re.~pect due 
to my office, while to many of them, as well as to many brethren, individually. 
am I personally indebted for kind attention!< and generous hospitality.'' 

' 
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Under the head of Qualifications of Candidates and Objects of Freemason­

ry, he says: 

"As the welfare and permanency of our institution depend upon the good 
charactt:r of its members. l cannot refrain from the expression of a fear that 
sufficient di~crimination is not always exercised in respect to candidates. lt 
ha-' not escaped toy observation that there is too great laxity by the commit­
tees of inquiry in their investigations, and that the duty repoSt!d in them is 
often looked upon by them rather as a matter of form tb~n as the most re­
spons ible which we are called upon to perform; and the•efore it sometimes 
occurs, in contravention o£ our rules, that a candidate is • balloted for, into 
whose moral character a strict inquiry has not been made.' The utmost vigi ­
lance should be exerted in the inquiry ; which should extend, not alone over 
a few months or years of his lift, but fro m his youth up. And that should 
not be deemed a sufficient invistigation which elici ts nothing unfavorable to 
his reputation me rely; it should not cease until the most satisfactory evi · 
dences are obtained that he is affirmatively and positively a mo ral man. But 
the n•o ra l qualification of an applicant for the privileges of F'reemason•y is 
not the only one which he must possess; for, as it is one of our objects • to 
c ultivate the social virtues,' it is necessary that he should be compa1tionable. 
and readily disposed to mix in friendly and fraternal intercourse witb our 
membe rs.'' 

An interesting occasion in :Massachusetts was tht: inauguration of the siatut: 

in honor of General joseph Warren, erected on Hunker Hill , on the 17th of 

June. 
A large body of the fratenlity aSsP.mbled there and had a11 interesting oc­

casion, of which some notice may be found in the notice of the District of 

Columbia. A brief fraternal correspondence bt:tween the Grand Master of 
Massachusetts and the Grand Master of England, is published with the pro­

ceedings o f the Grand Lodge. Interes ting reports are given hy the District 

D . G. Maste rs and the Grand Lecturer, but we look in \•ain for the rep01t on 

Foreign Correspondence, a~ we have tno o ften don~ before. . Vou !mJeJtlm 

Est. 

~llNNl::SOTA . 

The Grand Master of Minnesota opens his annual address by a brief histori­

cal sketch of Grand Lodges and Grand )fastt:rs and congratulates his Cirand 

Lodge on e ntering on its fourth annual session with eight charttred lollges 

and eleven t ' . u., and slill othe rs applying for authority to wo rk. He gives a 
glowing description of the rapid iiow of io1migrat ion and building up of c itit:s 

and villages, and the increasing demand for masonic light and cement. 

Measures are in train to erect at St. Paul, a building for masonic uses. 100ft. 

by So, three s tories high beside the basement; the third story to be devoted 

t:o the use of the masonic bodies of tbe c ity and State that is to b~- For the 

erection of this 6oo shares of $50 each are already subscribed, and a bu.ilding 

association incorporated. The Grand Lodge has already a fund of about 

,$1,000, which the Gtartd Master recommends investing in the proposed build­

ing. The Grand Maste r states that offers are alrt:ady received for ren ts of 
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such portions of the building as are designed to be leased, amounting to $<),500 
per year. The address is a thoroughly business-like document. and has some 

excellent practical hints on the duty of Jnvestigating Committees- Advance· 

ment of Candidate~-Keeping of Records. The report on correspond~nce is 

well prepared, covering zs pages, noticing the proceedings of :!:! Grand Lodges 

in a fraternal spirit. In reply to the suggestion by the Committee on Corre· 

spondence of California, tbat there must be some • powerful' speakers in the 

Grand Lodge of Minnesota to hold them in session for five days when they 

had but five lodges to legislate for, the committee say: "The Grand Body 

prolongs its sittings not for Buncombe, nor press of business, nor ontside effect, 

but fo r the pure love of the thing, for the purpose of spending a few days of 

our \\;nter season-when business ceases its pressure, and festivity and social 

enjoyment are the general o rder, in fraternal intercourse, dividing our time 

between those two holy place~, the lodge room and the family fireside of a 
brother." 

The proceedings for 1858 are marked by the ability of the officers and en· 

ergy of the movements of the craftsmen in that jurisdiction. Several subjects 

are discussed with marked ability by the Grand Master. The notice of the 

proposition to form a General Grand Lodge is as follows: 

"Our Grand Lodge has placed itself on the record favoring the principle, 
by the adoption of a resolution in 1856, disapproving the then proposed Con­
federation, but approving of a general superintending body to which appeals 
could be made. &c. This notice is occa$ioned from having recently received 
a circular from the M. W. G. L. of Maine, over which that venerable Father 
in Masonry, Gov. R. P. Dunlap. presides. 

"That Grand Lodge proposes that a Convention be held in the city of Chi 
cago. in September, 1859· at the time the G. G. E. of K. T. and the G. G. C. 
of R. A. M. hold their triennial sessions. Delegates to those bodies could be 
delegates to the Convention, and no expense be incurred by the G. 1.. I am 
of opinion that a body having a kind of general superintendence over the craft 
in the United States wouJd be eminently beneficial, particularly if no officers 
with high sounding titles were c reated, and if they had no revenue. 

"1 recommend the subject to your consideration." 

The notice of Maine is very fraternal and respectful , also recognizing our 

circular in behalf of a General Grand Lodge, closing wi th the following para· 

graph: 

"Bro. Robert J>. L>anlap was elected Grand Master, and Bro. Ira Berry was 
re-elected Gr.and Secretary. Eight Grand Chaplains were appointed. Let us 
pray-that grace may the more abound among them." 

MARYLAND. 

I' 10m Maryland we have three reports, for lllay, •li56, November, 1856, and 

May, 1857· The report 11n correspondence for May, t856, is chiefly confined 

to the consideration of the Independent Grand Lodge of Canada, decicling 

24 
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adver~dy to its independence," until otht: r facts shall IJe developed." In the 

re1>ort r.., 1857• the commiuee adopt the report of the M:tssachuse tts commit 

tee in ~ubstancc, and decline a recognition of the Canada G rand Lodge. Th1: 

Gmndl\laster's address i~ brief, and limited to a few subjt!cts. Speaking of 

the qualifications of candidates, he says: ·• 1\lany a brother will respond af· 

firmatively to the declaration that there is painful evidt!nce that the mcmll 
qualifications are too often disrega•ded by those whose high and re!'ponsible 

privilege it is to open the door of admission to our mysteri~Js. " ,. • • • 
"~ome lodges once proaperous. have dwindled into weakness, and even in. ig· 

nificance, while o thers have literally died a lingering and disgraceful death, by 
the introduction of this element of decay. Fat !Jetter is it to stand still, o r to 

decrease in numbers, than to swell our ranks "ith men of vicious, or even 

doubtfnl character. 

MISSISSI P J> l. 

The Grand Lodge of Mis!>issippi sends us a report of more than 400 pages. 

The report of the R. W . Grand Secretary Daniel, as commluee on correspond­

ence, occupies only about ten pages, a large part of which is devoted to what 

he snys is .. a question of vi ta l and paramount importance," which is heing 

discussed," not only in Grand Lodge.~, but in the masonic periodicals of the 

day." H e says: "With our solemn vows and obligations resting freshly 

upon us, we are urged to the consideration of the relation which the first and 

and greatest Ltt;H'l' has to our Order. It is the vu:;• soul of it ; and it has 

been happily remarked by a gifted brother. in shining on our alta rs, it seems 

to symbolize the Shekinah, which fill ed the Temple of Solomon with incx· 

pressible g lory. ls not the Holy Bible ca ll ~d our greatest Light? Why so? 

lt is an inspired volume-the work of that God in whom we put our trust." 

• • • • • • • • 
"We do not wish to be misinterpreted in ou r views upon this subject. The 

great design of Masonry is, to bring its disciples to a clear knowledge of its 
mysterics,- to the light, which i~ 'l'nnh. A mason may receive the word, and 
comprehend it not, for we are told that light shone in darkness, and the dark­
ness comprehended it not. Many persons who have tak.:n the first deg• et~ 
have never advanced to the second,-and many persons who ha\·e taken the 
second have never been •aised, o r stood on the center of light. So there arc 
very many, we fear, among us, in full fellowship. and in posse.•sion of our rites 
and ceremonies. whose minds have never perceived the trut! secrecies of the 
ritual, o r been raised to a spiritual conception of those va~t doctrines and prin­
ciples which give durabi lity, honor and glory, to Masonry. 

" We wish to institute no new masouic tests. A II we want is. to preserve 
those we have. Let the old landmarks stand. Remove not aston<! from its 
appointed place in the building. Let the l loly Bible remain. as a light, on our 
allan,, and a srmbol on "our Charts, and there wili be always some who shall 
know that the Word is very nigh 11nto them; who will look upon that Book 
tet!ming with all that is wonderful in the plans of the Godhead. and all that is 
marvellous in the mercies of heaven. We bave the Bible. Pot, then, nothing 
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IIC?I/ into our ritual. The mnson of hope. faith and charity has enough to en­
lighten his facnltio;s , that he may discover the glorious truths which are there 
a!rcat!J•. Difficulties there are, and things profoundly mysterions, and we 
must llll pass tht: gates of death, in order to usher into a brighter &cene. or 
survey a broader field of intelligence. Beneath the living arcl. of eternity. 
curiously and wonderfully wrought, the ineffable glory of God shall be re­
vealed." 

The address of theM. W. Grand Master, Giles M. l·llllyer, is a riclt and 
genial documeot, in which he gives a glowing picture of the condition and 
progr<::ss of Freemasonry in our country and throughout the world. lie de­
clines a re-election, and claims a place among the working members o£ the 
G rand Lodge. He speaks of a valuable work of art, and a desirable contri· 
bution to the masonic convenience of the State. lt is a State Map, prepared 
by the R. W. Grand Secretary Daniel, with the location of each lodge in the 
State distinctly indicated. To this is added a collection of valuable masonic 
statistics. Among the interesting events of the occasion, was the presentation 
of a valuable service of silver plate to R. W. William P. Mellen, as a token 
of personal friendship, and an expression of their approbation of his past 
masonic services in the Grand l.odge ior twenty-seven years, of which he had 
heen for twenty-one years Grand Secretary. The speech of theM. W. Grand 
Master in presenting the gift, and the reply of Bro. Mellen in accepting it, are 
beautiful specimens of masonic charity and fraternity. The table of statistics 

is carefully prepared, ahowing a membership of over 7,ooo, with an addition 
of between Soo and goo for the year. 

MTSSOURl. 

M. W. Grand Master lion. Benj. Sharp, of Missouri, reports ele\·en dispensa­
tions for new lodges during the year. !Je recommends a dissolution of the 
connection between the Grand Lodge and the Masonic College. lie is fully 
satisfied that the Snbordinale Lodges will not hear to be taxed farther for its 

support. Last year a voluntary tax of ,$1 for each mentber was recommended, 
but only one lodge was known to have responded. The expenses of the Col· 
lege for the year had heen $5,200, while there were but eight beneficiaries of 
the Grand Lodge to be educated at the College. An able report from the 

Pro;sident of the College, shows conclusively by the past acts of the Grand 
Lodge, rhat it cannot honorably dissolve its connection with the College, and 
gives an encouraging account of its condition as an educational Institution. 

Since 184'.1• the Grand Lodge has paid from $J.400 to :Ss.Soo to sustain the 
r.ollege. A page of the report is devoted to the memory of Bro. Alexander 
l'atterson, late l' resident of the M<\sonic College, who died May 23, 1857• at 
the age of 57 years. Subsequent repol'ts in relation to the affairs of the Col­
lege show that it is a source of embarrassment to the Grand Lodge, from which 
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we will ~herish the hope that they will find a relief that shall he honorable 

to the haternity and that shall not damage the interest of education in 

that en terprising State. The committee of correspondence re,·iew the re· 

ports of most of the Grand Lodges, noticing the action of each as they deem 

important for the instruction of the brethren. In a fraternal notice of Maine 

they compliment our report as "a string of Pearls." Of our charity fund 

they say," They have a regularly invested Charity Fund yielding about $500 

a year, which they distribute in charity. How many widows and orphans are 

yearly made glad by the distribution we are not permitted to say. because. 
charity vaunteth not itself; bnt we know that our brethren in the far East are 

making a true masonic use of their surplus funds when they are found aiding 

and assi$ting the widows and orphans; and when their labor shall be presented 

to the Grand Overseer, we think it will bear much better inspection than it 

would if invested in piles of brick and mortar." 

One hundred fifty-nine lodges return s.Sto members-761 initiated-691) 

passed - 66o raised in the year. 

MICHlOAN. 

TheM. W . Grand Master, Levi Cook, thus congratulates the Grand Lodge: 

"Your State ha;; been blessed with a bountifnl season, with an abundant 
harvest, filling yonr barn~. your storehouses and your granarie.< to overAow· 
ing, richly rewarding the husbandman for all his toils and labors, bountifully 
supplying our~elves, our families and our friends against all temporal want, 
for all of which we are bound to acknowledge that tribute of praise to the 
Supreme Architect above, from whom all these blessings flow, llnd in whom 
we all profess to believe. 

"I congratulate you, my brethren, upon the prospei"Ous and flonrishing con· 
clition of our Order throughout this entire jurisdiction at the present time. 

"I have granted during the past year fo.urteen dispensations for forming 
new lodges." 

H e gives a brief notice of the movements of the Provincial Grand Lodge of 

Canada West, her declaration of her Independence of the Grand Lodge of 

England, the ineffectual efforts for nnjon between this body and the Grand 

Lodge of Canada, and the formation of a new or second Grand Lodge of 

Canada. Ile thinks another effort for union will be made, resulting in such 

a consummation before another year. 
The Committee on Foreign Correspondence have a report of 15 pages, 

notidng briefly several Grand Lodges, and embracing many particulars in re· 

lation to Canadian affairs. 

NEW HAMPSHTRE. 

At the annual communication in June. 1857, the 1\1. W. Grand Master, 

Alfred Greeley, reported a healthful progress of masonic work and principles 
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lie recommends an alteration in the Constitution of the Grand Lodge, by 
which the lodges shall all require S2o for the three degrees, and shall pay to 
the Grand Lodge Sz for each initiate. The Grand Lodge assisted in laying 
the corner slone of an Institute for juvenile and fermtle offenders, at Manches­
ter, on the 4th of july. The Grand 111aster reports the decease of William 
Boardman. Charles F. Cove, Timothy Kendrick, past Grand Officers, and 
Henry Hubbard, P. G. Master of the Crand Lodge. Addresses were made 
before the Crnnd Lodge by P. M. U. W. Chase, and R. W. Rohert Morris. 
The address of Bro. Chase, of the Ma.~onic Journal, is published with the pro· 
ceedings, in which he deal~ \\ith the dangers that threaten the institution. 
Among these are the rapid increase of numbers, IJIInlity of the materials, and 
hasty and defective instruction. lie gives a hasty view of the origin of the 
lectures explanatory of the degrees, and urges fidelity and thoroughness in all 
masonic work. The report on correspondence occupies more than 50 pages, 
and is largely extracted from the proceedings o( the several G rand Lodges, 
embracing much valuable infonnation. Copious extracts are published on 
what are called cases of emergency. on which the committee offer the follow· 
ing resolution: 

"R4Johml, That in the opinion of thi$ Grand Lodge the de!.ire of any per­
son to be made a mason hecause he wi~hes to tr:wel is no reason for consider· 
ing it a case of emetgency, and is not n sufficient reason for granting a dispen· 
sat ion to confer degrees out 01 the usnnl' course." 

This resolution was ado1>ted. They also adopt the following: 

"Ruolv~d. That as affiliation is the duty of every mason. lodges under this 
jurisdiction arc recommended to be very cautious in lheir intercourse with 
every mason who cannot give evidence tbat he is a mem\,ler 11f some regularly 
constituted lodge." 

NEW JERS~Y. 

The proceedings from New jersey are for january, t857, but contain the 
reports on correspondence for tS55 and •856, both prepared with care and 
courtesy by Bro. jos. S. IIough. That for 1855 contains the proceedings of 
the Convention for framing the articles of confederation, which articles seem 
now among past unfinished bosines~, having no vital energies remaining. 
Jloth reports are fraternal in their bearing. and pay handsome compliment to 
the c·rand Lodge of Maine. The report for t856 copies and approves the 
action in New York in relation to Canadian affairs. The subordinate lodges 
report a membtnship of tSSz, of which 320 were new members, with a revenue 

tot he Grand J.odge of $r,r26.25. 
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NEW YORK. 

The Grand Lodge of New York presents a very large array of lodges, with 

a large and rapidly increasing membership. Thirty new lodges were chartered. 

and dispensations issued for twenty-five more during the year. The address 

of theM. W. Grand Master Lewis is an ahle and fraternal document, breath­

ing the trne masonic spirit. and eo1bracing several subjects of deep interest. 

H e recommends a review of the previous action of the Grand Lodge in re­

lation to Canadian affairs. on the ground that full information may not have 

been before them at the time of such action. 

A series of resolutions was introduced hy R. W. ]. W. Simons, assuming 

that such action " was not based on any histooical precedent, but was rather 

made in defeoence to the supposed wish of the Grand Lodge of England, by 
no means an infallible body," &c. The two closing resolutions were as fol­

lows: 

"Ruo/~tul, That tl'oe M. W. Grand Lodge of Canada, of which Wm. Mercer 

Wilso11 is Grand Master, having been fonnded in accordance with all masonic 

precedent from the foundation of the English Grand Lodge by the four orig­

inal lodges in London to this time, is justly entitled to all the rights and priv-

ileges of a legal Grand Lodge of Freemasons.'' . 
"RuolvPtf, That thi~ Grand Lodge hereby extends to the Grand Lodge of 

Canada the right hand of fellowship, with our most cordial wishes for their 

future prosperity." 

These resolutions were laid on the table, and a reso lution finally adopted, 

that" This Grand Ludge find nothing in the situation of affairs in Canada rt:­
quiring a change, at present, of the position taken on this subject the last 

year." 
The effort for union of all masons in New York is not yet successful. Sev­

eral separate reports and resolntions on the subject were presented, and par· 

tially discussed, none of which were satisfactory. 

A basis of Union was agreed upon and signed interchangeably by commit· 

tees of the two bodies, the venerable Salem Town being the chairman on the 

part of the legitimate Grand Lodge. These articles were reported to the 

Grand Officers during thP recess, and by them made known to the lodge~. In 

opposition to this basis, a report was presented at the Grand Lodge, dissenting 

from several propositions. K Vv. Salen• Town presented a separate report, 

which was entirely at variafjce with some of the provisions of the articles of 

agreement. 
\11/ orshipful John l{eed presented a resolution that "a ba!<is of Union on 

the principle of the restoration of Past Masters as members of this Grand 

Lodge is incompatible with the sentiments of this Grand Lodge." 
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W. P. 11 • Murphy offered the following as a substitute, and it was finally 

adopted: 

•· Ruohted. 'J'bat the Committee on the Condition of ~1asonry receive and 

consider any propositions or suggestions that may be presented to them, with 

a view to the restoration of harmony among all who claim the masonic name 

in this State, and that they be authorized in their discretion to report the same 

to the Grand Lodge. Said committee may report at the present or at the 

nel<t annual communication." 

lt is greatly to be desired, on all accounts, that entire union may he con· 

summated in !\ew York on a ju$t and equitable ba~is, and we cannot douht 

the \\isdom of that body will yet del'ise and carry vut the requisite measures. 

Such a result would give joy throughout the masonic world. 

An able report "'as submitted and adopted, in favor of a life insurance com­

pany in connection with the Grand Lodg.e, and a large coruminee was raised, 

embracing some of the most distinguished masons of the State, 

Another subject of interest embraced in the New York report, is the first 

annual statement of the Masonic "Ro::ud of Relief of l'ew York and Brooklyn. 

This movement is in the same direction with the Louisiana Relief Lodge. re· 

fe rred to in the notice of that State. Twenty-eight lodges have already united 

in this movement. contributing the first year the sum of $So8 97. One hun­

dred and fifty-five donations have been made to fifty -five persons. 1 t is urged 

that if all the lodges in the two cities should come into the arrangement. the 

most happy results would follow; whereas now, applications for aid may 

oscillate between the Board of l{elief and the non<ontributing lodges. This 

evil would be avoided if all lodges acted through the hoard, and all applica· 

tions be made to this board and pass its careful scrutiny. 

The subject of allusions to Christianity in the work and devo•ional services 

in the lodges, has been discussed, and an al.>le minority r·cport by Uro. Finlay 

M. King seems to occupy the right ground, coinciding a!' it does with the 

action taken by the Grand Lodge of Maine. Parts of this report we would 

gladly copy wo uld ou r limits allow. The efforts to secure the masonic history 

of New York has called forth several propositions from R. W . Bro. Salem 

Town. who bad declined the appointment of compiler of such a history by 

reason of age. ln a letter to the Grand Master be makes the follo\\ing sug· 

gestions: 

I will suppose you recommend, that the I. rand Lodge, hy a resolution, 
should constitute the first t!tru o.ffictrs of ~ach subordinate lodge a standing 
committee, till the next june c:ommunication, charged with the folln\\ing 
duties: 

t. That it shall be their duty to overhaul, a11d thoroughly e • ..,amine, all ~x­
istin.r retords mul di>etll!lntfl of their several lodges; collect and transcribe 
everything properly histOJicaJ, such as when, where, by whom. and under what 
circumstances snid lodge was organized, and what in general has been its 5ob­
sequent history. 
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z. They shall avail themselves of opportunities for personal conversation 
w;th the oldest mason in tbeir vicinity, and record such reminiscence.~ from 
them as would in any way add to, or reflect light on, the general history of the 
Order. 

3· That they shall collect and rP.cord rd~vant traditional incidents, and 
well authemicated masonic agencies, in relieving distress, and rescuing from 
danger, or even the saving of life. 

4· That they shall Jlive a brief sketch of the effects of the Morgan excite· 
menton their lodge, and in their neighborhood. All of which beiug agreed 
to: 

5· The Grand Master shall, in such way as he thinks proper, ask a vvlwl-
111'1')1 p!edgl of each and all said committees, that they will faithfully and 
promptly collect, transcribe and deposit in the office of the Grand Secretary, 
on or before the June communication of 1858, all such historical matter relat­
ing to their several lodges individually, as above enumerated, or cause the 
same to be done under their supervision. 

This plan is one which your committee have for some time felt ought to be 

adopted in the Grand Lodge of Maine, as we have urged this subject repeat ­
edly upon this body. 

New \' ork has adopted a resolution excluding the Grand Lodge of Pennsyl· 

vania and her snbordinates from masonic fellowship till that body shall recog­

nize the New York Grand Lodge. More than 6o pages are occupied with an 

elaborate report by Bro. Finlay M. King, who has won a high reputation in 

this department of labor, and has done much to secure the high position occu­

pied by the Grand Lodge of New York. Though we ha1•e sometimes decid­

edly differed from his positions. and criticised them freely, it does not in the 

least disturb the fraternal feeling and courtesy uniformly manifested for the 

Grand Lodge of Maine, of which he speaks in terms of respect and honor. 

The sum of one hundred and 61ty dollars is profitably expended by the Grand 

Lodge of New York in payment for the labor of preparing such a yearly 

report. We must, however, caution him not to ascribe our advocacy of the 

right of the Grand Lodge of Canada to a cordial recognition, to any "slight 

diversion whicb our republican sympathies and large benevolence have induced 

us to make." 

The claim of the Grand Lodge of Canada to a cordial recognition by the 

Grand Lodges of the world, we believe rests on the ground of dght, and on 

precedents and principles as well established as those on which any Grand 

Lodge in our country reposes. There were other reasons of expediency, be­

longil'g exclusively to ourselves, for delaying such recognition for the last two 
years. 

An address was delivered before the Grand Lodge of New York, on the 

character and life of the late Dr. Kane, a copy of whkh was sought for pub­

lication. 
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NEBRASKA. 

Another Grand Lodge is already added to the ~isterhood ot these bodies 
that enrich our annual correspondence. Three chartered l odges-Nebrn~ka 

Lodge. No. 11!4, of Bellevue; (:iddings Lodge, No. 156, of Nebraska City; 
and Capital Lodge, No. 101, of Omaha City, by their repre~entatives, met in 
the last named place on the ZJd of September, 1857· in accordance with pre­
vious notice, and proceeded to organize the Nebraska Grand Lodge of F1ee 
and Accepted Ma<>ons. Convention organi1.ed by the choice of Brother David 
Lindley, of Giddings Lodge, as President, Brother George Armstrong. of 
Capital Lodge, Secretary. A committee of three was raised, who reported in 
favor of organizing, and the proper course of procedure. Their report was 
adopted, a lodge of Master Masons opened; a committee of credentials re· 
ported the three lodges duly chartered and fully repre.<ented in the con,•ention. 
An election then followed, resulting in the choice of 

R. C. Jordan, Omaha City, C:rand Master; 
L. L. Bowen, Belle,•ue, Deputy Grand Master; 
David Lindley, Nehiaska City, Senior Grand Warden; 
L. B. Kinney. Rellevue. Junior Grand Warden; 
William Anderson, tl:t:b1aska, Grancl Trea~urer: 
George Armstrong. Omaha City. G•and Secretary; 

and the ~ame were in~talled by Most Excellent Brother J. A. Buck, of Illinois. 
The appointed officers were then selected by the Grand Master, aud also in­
stalled by Bro. Buck. The Grand l.odgeof Nebraska was then declated duly 
organized, and its officers installed in due form. A commit tee was raised 011 

Consti tution and By -Law~. \Yho subsequent!}' reported a code, which was 
adopted and published with the ptoceedings. Believing this Grand Lodge 
will cordially share the views of the committee, we have appended resolutions 

for her recognition as a Grand Lodge. 

OHIO. 

()hio has a masonic fraternity sustaining a fair relation to the giant energies 
of that noblol State, and her proceedings from year to year indicattl continued 
prosperity. The Grand Master, Benjamin F. Smith, decidedly objects to the 
term " regalia" as applied to the ''clothing," which he regards the appropriate 
term for masons to u~e. leaving the term " regalia'' to Odd Fellowship, to 
which he says it of right belongs. He earnestly urges an increase of clues to 
the Grand Lodge from the subordinates, and increased fees by the subordinate 
lodges for conferring degrees. A resolution was submitted raising the fee 
from S•s to :hs, which was amended by snbstituting $20. Brother Horace 
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M. Stokes was elected M. W. Grand Master, and J.D. Caldwell R. W. Grand 

Secretary. The Committee oo i<oreign Correspondence present a report of 

so pages. "'viewing proceedings of most of the Grand Lodges with ~ignal 

fairness, candor and ability. 

In relation to the Bible as a rule of faith, he thus alludes to the report from 
California: 

''The report of the Committee on flo reign Correspondence, presented hy 
Grand Secretary, Brut her Abell, 6X o.f!irio its chairman, is a document of only 
6z closely printed pages, and reviews the transactions of thirty.une Americau 
Grand Lodge.>, besides ~everal foreign masonic bodies. 

"The Grand Secretary is • pleased' that Brother Sayre, of Alabama. chair· 
man of the Commillee on Foreign Correspondence, a~rees with him in coo· 
demning what he ~emi·serionsly styles the • new test' introduced by the Grand 
l.odge of ( lhio, flu urussity of l•dirom,r in the .Divim aulnurily of the Biblt:, 
as a qualification of Masonry. Our Brother A bell evidently labors under the 
impression. that no new ammunition from his own magazine of words is nteded 
to extirpate this heretical dogma of ours, inasmuch as he contents himself 
with quoting, from hi~ last year's report, what h.e then fulminated against it, 
and falls back gracefully. as on a corps d~ ruen1e, upon B1othcr Sayre's park 
of artillery. and patiently awaits the result of his fusillade. We can assure 
our worthy and nble b1other. that the Grand Lodge of Ohio has felt, as yet, 
no change of sentiment on this Sllbject, nor is it aware that a ~ingle outwork 
of the position It has assumed is at all weakened by the 'igorous assaults ol 
its anti-biblical opponents." 

The committee suppose that the practice of publishing reports on corre· 
spondence and adclres~es of Grand Masters originated with Uhio. They say: 

.. The policy of constituting a Standing Committee, to bring to the attention 
of the Grand Lodge matters of intere~t to the craft generally, which may 
transpire in other masonic jurisdictjons, is, we believe. of no very remote 
origin; as is also that of looking to the Grand Master for an annual statement 
of his official act~ in the recess of the Grand l.odge, and his views of measures 
de.•igned for the welfare of the 1- raternity. These have now come to consti · 
tute prmlliJtoJI f tulura in the tran.,actions of the Grand J .edges throughout 
the country. And to the Grand Lodge of Uhio, your committee believe, be· 
lougs the credit of having inaugurated both these c:ustnms, now so generally 
adopted, and found so beneficial in their resttlts. Of this fact we cannot now 
be positive, but snbnrit the fonndntion of our claim ~nd invite comparison. 
At the annual communication. January, A. 1.. s8z8, M. w. Thos. Cor•win, 
Grand Master, presiding. Bro. Tho!<. R. Ross submitted the following resolu· 
tion, which was adopted: 

"•Ruolvt d, That all letters and communication,; upon the subject of Ma· 
sonry, received from individual and foreign Grand Lodges, by the Grand Sec· 
retary, during the las t year, be referred to a committee of seven.' 

"And Bros. Ross. Smith, Noyce. Jewett, Larwill, Bell and Orr, constituted 
tbat cornmillce. -

"At the annual communication, October, A.l .. 5839· theM. W. Gr. Master. 
Bro. Reese. submitted a communication in writing, detailing his official acts, 
and ntTering suggestions on matters ot intere.~t to the craft. This was repeated 
at t he ne:~.t grand communication, and thenceforward it was made the incurn · 
bent duty of tl:e Grand Master so to do-which duty has been invariably per· 
fo101ed. H either of these customs had previously obtained in other jurisdic· 
lions. your commi11ee are not aware of the fact." 
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Whether that Grand Lodge was the first to inaugurate the system or not, 

we are glad to recogni1.e her as liberally contributing to enrich this de1>0utnumt 

of m:tSonic literature and intelligence. 

OREGON. 

Tbe proceedings from the Grand l..odgc of Oregon are for June, t857· 

Twelve lodge!; were represented. 

The following extract gh es the views of the Grand Master, A.M. Belt, on 

one important subject : 

"lntempemnce must a lways he the hane nf any institution in which it gains 
11 foothold, and especially mus t it bling dishrmor upon such i•tstitutions when 
any of ils members are allowed with impurpty to engage openly and avowedly 
in the work of making drunkard~. and scatte•ing ruin ahtoad amcng peaceful 
and happy families. and to set at defiance. in the pursuit of their dishonorable 
business, the moral sense of all good men. T would thercforu recommend 
that such action be taken by thi~ l;tand Lodge liS shall make imperativll on 
the subordinate lodges to prevent any of their members from eugaging in the 
dishonorable employment of ~elling intoxicating drink~<."' 

J\ gold jewel was l"esented by M:. W. 1'. (l. :MnMer Ainsworth, to R. vV. 
n. Grand Maste r St:uk. in view of his faithful services as Grand Secretary 

from the organization in t85t to tS56. The address and response are pleasant 

features of the proceedings. 

The Committee on Vort:ign C<>nespondence pre.<ent a tasteful and well 

considered report of nine or te11 pages. nnticing such proceedings as had come 

to hand. This new Gr~nd Lodge has alrcndy an educational fund of $Z.fl73· 

The recommendation <>f the (;rnlld Ma~ter io1 relation to inloxicatinR liquors, 

wa.~ repo11ed upon hy :1 I'Ommittee. who rt:cummend stringent action by the 

(;rand Lodge. 

I'F:NNS\'L\' AN lA. 

The f'ennsylvanin r:rand Lodge report~ disbursements from its Charlty 

Fund-
On 89 applications from widows nf deceased masons, ....... $t,.tzt 

On 5 application~ from daughters o( deceased masons, . ..... 85 

On ~ applications from mothers of deceased masons, JS 

$1,54 ' 
These di~hursements were loa considerable extent to the widows of masons 

who were meml>ers in other States, in England and Ireland. This fund, it 

further app~ars, is created by contrihction from only a part of the lodges con· 

necled with the Grand Lodge. 

l\1. W. G. M. Peter Williamson says: "The year which has just closed 
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may truly be said to be one of peace and quietness. Nothing has occurred to 

mar the harmony or impede the labors within our Temple. The benign spirit 

of Freemasonry seems to have presided over our conduct. and influenced our 

action~-the voice of discord and confusion has not been heard within our 

borderl'--from almost every portion of our extended jurisdiction, has come up 

the cheering intelligence, that our labors have heen blessed and our lodges 

prosperous." 

The Grund Master has devoted considerable time to visiting lodges in dif· 

ferent parts of the Stale and thus .speaks of the result: 

"The more experience T gain, by intercourse with the brethren at a distance, 
the more I am convinced of its importance. The bringing as it were of the 
Grand Lodge more immediately into communication and fellowship with the 
subordinates remote from her lo,aJity, if for no other purpose than the culti­
vation of those feelings of kindness and mutual good understanding. which 
should always exist between the parent body and her offspring, would alone 
repay the labor and time which it necessarily required; but when to this is 
added the pre~ervation of the Jandmarks, customs and nsages of the Order, 
the uniformity which should always prevail in the work, as recognized and 
practiced by the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, the advantages res ulting from 
the discharge of this duty cannot be overestimated.'' 

One thousand dollars are appropriated to the Grand Master for the labors 

of the ensuing year. The Committee of Finance report, as the probable re­

ceipts the ensuing year. SJs,ooo. Expenses, $16,496; leaving a surplus of 

$r8,sos, to go towards a reduction of debt and inte rest. created by loans and 

amounting to $151,000, for the erection of the new H all, the whole cost of 

which was $ 18J.J2J. 
The Stephen Gi rard Fund bas distributt:d to 57 poor and respectable 

brothers from the jurisdiction of Pennsylvania, ..... . ... SI,,IJS 
To 2 r hailing from foreign jnrisdictions, ........ ........ ... 410 

$1,8;15 

A brief report on correspondence is published, acknowledging the receipt 

of proceedings from 18 Grand Lodges. We will hope this may be the earnest 

of future reciprocity on the part of this hody with the Grand Lodges of the 

count ry. They speak of the proceedings from four of these Grand Lodges as 

being merely circulars containing only lists of officers. Doubtless the small 
nnmher of official reports received by Pennsylvania is owing to the impression 

to which we referred last year in our Grand Chapter report, that Pennsylva­

nia occupied a somewhat isolated position in her masonic course. New York 

had used ~trong language to that effect: "The Grand Lodge of Pennsylva­
nia, as a body, is insular, exclusive and peculiar. In different respe£ts its 

exterior boundaries encircle a system of Masonry that is unknown in practice 

to any other jnrisdictiOil in the United Stales. Tl knows not-or if it knows 

it SL11dies not, the wants, wishes, or opinions of its sister Grand Lodges in this 

country.'' 
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Pennsylvania resents such language, and manifests some ~everity in her 
telorl. It is 10 be regrelled that two jntisdictions so extensive and able as 

tho~e of 1'\ew Vorl; and Pennsylvania ~hould be in a position of exclubiou, 

and exhibit a want of tru~ mn;;t)llic reciproci ty. In a later part of the report, 

the c:onnniuee acknowledge additional communications from ~orne ~ixteen 

Grand Lodges, and regret that circumstances beyond their coni rol prevent re­

viewing them. They indulge the hope of soon presenting a more extended 

report in relation to lhem. In which hope the sister Grand Lodges will cor­

dially sympathize, and indulge the hope that the Grand Lodge of Pennsylva­

nia may contribute her full ~hare to the masonic correspondence and literature 

of the count• y. 

RHOOE ISLAND. 

The proceedings from l<hode Island record a special meeting on occasion 

of funeral services of a venerated brother, M. W. Seth Peck, of Warren, who 
died August 20, rlls6. at the age of 86: when an address was delivered by 

M. W George M. Randall, P. G. M. of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, 

formerly of Warren. A tribute was paid to his worth, his devotion to the 

OrcJe1. and his service as a christian in the church, of which he was a member 

for nearly sixty years. 

i\1 the annual communication, the Grand Master gave an interesting sketch 

of the early history of the Grand Lodge, organized t791. by I WI) lodges, St. 

John's Lodge in Providence, and St. John's l.ooge in Xewpoot. Each lodge 

dwse by itself 011e-half the \.rand Officers. The first meeting of the Grand 

Lodge was held June 27, 17!)1. Thanks were tendered to the J{e,·. 1\fr. Smith 

for his entenaining and suitable discourse, and he wa.s invited to dine with the 

Grand Lodge. The Grand Lodge adopted its present Constitution in r841i. 

l:iome 20 lodges were formed prior to 1856. At the first and several suhsequent 

communications. it was the custom of the Grand Lodge to take np a collection 

for tlle poor of the town at the annual meeting. The annual communication 

was one of unusual interest, being on the festival of St. John, and the tooth 

anniversary of Sl. John's Lodge in the city of Providence. The proceedings 

of that festivnl are published in a pamphlet of 1 16 pages, including the 

Address of ~J. W. George 111. Randall, a poem by Bro. Charles C. Van Zandt, 

speeches and sentiments called forth on the occasion, letters in response to 

invitations sent to various G1and Lodges, &c., &c. Tlie services must have 

been of great interest, and the sketch given is a very readable one. The f~­

tivities were shared by distinguished brothers from several of the States. 

The following ode, by one who was once honored as a masonic broLher here 

in Maine was a fitting conclusion to lbe services at tbe Hall. 
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ODE. 

Bv li&OTII £& Juu:-. 11. SHF.PH E&u. u~ :.1 ASS.\CII USE"l-r :.. 

All hail the sainted jubilee! 
A hundred years have flown 

Since on Rhode Island's verdant shores 
The light in darkness shone. 

The brethren, they were few and rare, 
They were a little band, 

A Lodge in a lone wilderness, 
Far from their Fatherland. 

Then all this boundless Continent 
'Was mountain, lake and tree, 

Save where the star of Empire rose 
On dwellings of the free. 

Now arrowy Steamers shoot along; 
Now cities charm the view, 

Where once lbe lndian pitch'd his tent 
Or paddled his canoe. 

A las l when memory calls her roll 
Our hearts within us burn, 

To think of those who once were here, 
\Vho will no more retnrn ! 

And yet there's glory in the thought ! 
That in our Archives old 

.\ WARRE:-.', FllA:-11-:LIN, \VASIIt:-IG"t'ON, 
\V ere on that page enroll'd. 

The Light which on our altar shone 
A hundred years ago, 

~ow spreads a starry cauopy 
\\' here two vast oceans flo\\. 

From Maine to mighty Oregon, 
Then raise our banners high. 

For WtsOO)t, S1'Rt:~Gnt and H~:AUTY form 
The immortal mystic tie. 

TBXAS. 

(May, 

The annual address of the Grand Master of Texas, i\1. W. F. B. Sexton, 

occupies more than thirty pages, aold is very able and discriminating, touching 

upon numerous topics of importance to the Order. We give the following as 
specimens of the tone and spirit of the address: 

Formerly, lo become a member of the "Ancient and II onorable Order of 
Free :llasons" was regarded as an honor, t!Xtremely rare, conferred only upon 
those who were distinguished for their proficieno.:y in knowledge and practice 
of virtue, and whose integrity was "pure as the icicles upon Ulan's temple." 
Now, so popular has Ma~onry t>ecome, that we are sometimes forced to ll11!t!l 
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in the lodge room those with whonl we would liCO rn association on the side· 
walk. 

My brethren, "these things ought not to be ~o." And though the sulijecl 
has been frequently lirought to yonr notice, I hope you \\;11 pardon n~e for 
again urging it upon yr.ur anenti<Jn and a&king for it yonr careful constdera­
tion. Masonry is not a mere bundle of mystenous formularies and time-worn 
legends, gotten up in fantalotic style, to Jure the unwary or amuse the imagina· 
tion of men for a moment, and then to be thrown aside. as the playthings of 
children, when more serious matters demand attention. Masonry is not em­
bodied in gilded !rappings or gaudy decorations. No: If it 'were ' either of 
these, then, in tntlh, our time. our means and our thoughts were devoted to 
Jiule purpose. Masonry is a society whose liberal principles are founded on 
the immmable laws of truth and justice, and whose" s;trand object ill to pro· 
mote the happiness of the human race." "It i~ a science of morality veiled 
in allegory and explained by symbols." It is Ua.sed opon the belief of a few 
elementary doctrines and the practice of a few social and mural virtues, in 
which all good men cat\ agree. Then, surely, it is designed to nffect the life 
and conduct, to rectify the hearts and regulate the actions of men. It is in· 
tendt<d to assist good men in the performance of all th~t is right ; to protect 
them against the assaults of the vicious and unprincipled, and to estahli~h a 
standard in the practice of the social virtues, of intelligence and mota! excel­
lence, which shall be worthy of emulation, "our enemies themselves being 
judges." As masons, tht:n, we should 

·'-Live in deeds, not years; in thoughts, not breaths; 
ln feelings, not in figures on a dial. 
We should count time by heart-throbs. He most lives 
Who thinks most, feels tbe nobk.,t, acts the;uest:; 
And be whose heart beats quicke::.t lives the longest." 

• • • • • • • • • 
Shrinking from the discharge of duty in this respect is all that ran ever re­

tard the real prosperity of the craft. Persecutiuns, combinations, priestcmft, 
t'cligious fanaticism and bigotry, the proscription of governments and parties, 
the countt<r inftuence of great names and wodd-wide reputations, can never jar 
a pillar in our temple. Let us be consistent with our high professions. Let 
n~ evince a determination to keep no company with the wicked or profano:. 
Let us reject every Rtone from out building which cannot be brought into 
form and shape by our "~piritual, moral and masonic" working tools. Let 
the daily walk and conversation of every mason prove that he i>~ inspired with 
a lovtl or knowledge and virtue; that he is" one to whom the burthencd heart 
may pour our its ~orrows-to whom distreljs mAy prefer its suit- whose haud 
is gutded by justice and his heart expanded by benevolence." The progress 
of our Order will then be vigorous and uni11terrupted. No opposition can 
stem its onward tide. ltll career of usefulness will e.~;pand on every side. The 
li~;ht irradiating from it~ Great Lights will shine into every region. how dark 
soever and benighted it may be, where there is ignorance to be dispelled or 
human sorrow to be alleviated. Hand in hand with Christianity, it will visit 
•• earth's remotest nation." With the wbole earth for its base, the C•llumns of 
O'Ur glorious temple sllall rise higher and higher, until the cap-stone shall 
finally be laid in the pre8ence of the Supreme Grand Master of asstlmblies, 
and amid the millions of our thankful vot:vies and benefidaries "shouting 
grace, grace unto it." 

The report on correspondence, by Brother William Stedman. is an able and 

carefully written document of 55 pages, and is worthy of a Grand Lodge which 

has already \Von an enviable reputation by its de1•otion to the g reat wotk of 

our Order in a new and rapidly rising State. The position of Texas Grand 
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Lodge 0 11 all moral questions is worthy o( imitation. The report before ns 

takes high ground on Lhe recognition of the bible as the great light, and sus­

tains Ohio and other States in the position that one who di•cards o r dispara­

S"~ the bible is unworthy to be a mason. Brother Stedman was raised f rom 

the post of G1and Treasurer to that of .\1. \V. G1and Master. An interesting 

address by the Grand Orator.). H. Likens, Esq., is published with the pro­

ceedings, in which he analyzes and enforces the great le<~sons taught in Ma­

sonry. The revenue of the Grand Lodge was $7,505.20. 

TENNESSEE. 

The Grand Master of Tennes~ee, M. W . Thos. McCulloch, in his annual 

address, stated that he had granted nine dispensations for new lodges: 199 

lodges \\ere represented at the optming. Two pages are occupied with names 

of" rhe fraternal dead n in the several lodges of t·hc Stare, Hro. C. A. Fulle r 

presents a rich report on correspondence, covering 54 pages. liberally quoting 

from the several reports matters of general interest. In correcting a mistake 

by the California committee, he states the following information, which other 

jurisdictions will be glad to learn. 

The brethnm in California, as well as elsewhere, will no douht be g lad to 
leam, that though entirely deprived of s ight, our venerable lJro. Tannehill 
still feds a deep interest in the cau~e to which he has liberally bestowed ~o 
large a portion of his life, and his declining years a1e ~ol,u;ed with the kindly 
sym]>athics of the craft. 

The following passage from the introduction to the report. is a fine speci­

men of the masonic spirit of the Committee on Cor respondence: 

l 'roceedings of nearly all the Grand Lodges in the t;nited States have been 
receiv~d by the Grand Secretary. embracing a \·oluminous mass of matter, of 
exceeding interest to the tt raternity, showing, in many instances, deep research 
and profound thought in the investigation of the purer principles of the Order, 
hidden from the careless obsetver who seeks only for the dazzling o re lying 
scattered upon the s urface. forgetting t"'at these glittering specimens are only 
indications of far richer treasures awaiting the toil of the careful thinker-the 
industrious student of masonic literature--who fail~ not to receive a rich and 
la~ting reward for all his labors. In attempting to give an analysis of the 
proceedings of our sister Grand Lodges, your I. rand Secretary feels his in­
ability to do full and ample justice to the great amount of labor bestowed in 
the preparation of the matter before him, and although deeply interesting to 
all, yet he would be trespa,sing too far upon the rime of the Grand Lodge, 
and the limits prescribed, to give more than a bare synopsis of the proceedings 
as they come up before him, snatching a beautiful and ins tructive thought 
here and there for the information and pleasure of the Fraternity in our own 
jurisdiction. In commenting UI)On the acts of other Grand Uodies, the writer 
(as expressed in former reports from his pen) does not consider it any part of 
his daty to criticise their proceedings in a captious or fault -finding s tyle, but 
to examine them in a spirit of frate111al cou rtesy, gi\'ing an encouraging word 
to all effort:! to elevate the standard of pure morals. and when called upon to 
express disapprobation, to do ;.o kindly and with due regard to the feelings of 
others. 
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The Tennessee report, like that of Texas, takes a firm stand on the side of 

the Bible, and ill favor of rejecl1ng those who discard its divine authority. 

VERJIIO.NT. 

W e have proceedings from Vermont for 1S57 and rSs8. The address o{ 

M. W. l'bilip C. Tucker for o857 is largely occupied with a discussion of the 

question connected with the Grand Lodge of Canada, and is a production of 

a master mind, in the form o£ an unansweraule argument in defence of the 

Grand Lodge of Canada, of which we have before spoken. 

There are some interesting reminiscences of Brother Anthony J. l!aswell, 

brother of the late Grand Master N. B. Haswell. Bro. Haswell died in his 

nth year on the lOth of 'Qecember, I Ss6- The following letter shows his 

position and spirit when the anti-masonic fury was sweeping in Vermont: 

.BENNINGTON, July 28th, rSJ!. 
MY DEAR BROTHER: 

I would not in any way accede to the proposition to resign our charter, 
or in the least bow or bend to anti-Masonry, for I have yet faith to believe that 
Masonry has seen hardM times during the dark ages and under the reign of 
despots, than it now feels or willl1ereafter feel. l I< now that we have" perils 
without and perils within," and f rom .. false breth ren"; but I do believe we 
are fully able to overcome them. We have not had to stand, as did Nehemiah 
and his adherents, with the sword in one hand and the working tool in the 
other; or one-half 111ntrh 1111t/ fight while the rest labored; and until this be 
the case I shall not relinquish or renounce Masonry. T may have trouule in 
the Church upon that account, (uut a.~ yet I stand unmolested.) J have de­
termined 1tJh11t ;,Y'7'01flld to lnl.·e. <Wti shall be tXCOJit!lllmicat,:tl before J re­
nounce; for I do believe that as soon as the lodge is properly purged of 
those who had nev~r ought to have been made masons. that it wlll rise in more 
than its former beauty, ancl the day will come when it will be esteemed au 
honor to be a mason. 

The Lawrence motto 1 believe applicable--'' Don't give up the Ship." 
Your affectionate brother, 

In fraternal bonds, 
ANTH ONY J. HASWELL. 

An able report on correspondence covers 42 pages. The committee pay a 
high compliment to the Grand Lodge of Maine and to our report on correspond­

ence. They say: .. The frat~rnity appear to be in a prosperous and happy 

condition in Maine. 'They have a charity fund of nearly $6,ooo, and a com­

mittee to take charge of the same. A bout $500, during the past year, have 

been appropriated for the relief of the poor brethren, their widows and or­

plullls." 
"The whole proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Maine exhibit the marks 

o f good men and true, well skilled in ~he Royal Art, and faithful to their 

trost. ~~ 

We quote thus far because we most cbeerf'Ully accord these sentiments to 

zs 
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our brethren in Vermont, who seem to deserve the prosperity which has 

crowned their efforts since the revival of the Order in th:u State. In the ad· 

dress of the Grand Master for •858. we find the foll()wing: 

From all quarters Jam advised of the geueral pro$perity of the Order with· 
in our jurisdiction; that there bas been a more than general interest in the 
subject of Freemasonry the prust year; that many wise and good men have 
desired to inve5tigate Its moral claims upon the world, and that a larger num­
ber of applicants than usual have sought admission to its altars. In such a 
state of things I need hardly repeat to you what I have so often said,-that 
in proportion as our members increase so also do our obligations and duties. 
Greater punctuality in attendance at the regular communications of our lodges 
and greater attention to learn everything belonging to our lecture10 alld ritual. 
are highly necessary: that every officer and member may be able to s tand in 
his appropriate place in the lodge and be qualified to perform every duty, fro m 
the humblest to the highe~t. Every brother will recognize the \\ide difference 
between working well and ill, both as to its own beauty and its effect 111>0" 
the initiate. ln the one case, you have a beautHui moral temple, gratifying 
to your own vision and attractive to your newly admitted brother; in the 
other, a temple of broken arches, displaced architraves and prostrate col· 
umns; a temple where the stones are not properly hewn, sqt1ared and num· 
bered, and in which the candidate will discern only the materials of the build· 
ing and not the perfect and finished edifice. It is so perfectly easy. with but 
a small exercise of industry, always to possess the one and avoid the other, 
that no lodge can be held blameles!> while it is devoid of the wisdom, the 
strength and the beauty which combine, sustain and adorn our great moral in· 
stitution. 

The history of the action of the rrovincal Grand Lodge of Canada Wt!st is 

fully given by Grand Master Tucker, and the present seems a proper ncL-asion 

to place the facts on rerord, which we condense accordingly. We find that 

on the 21st of May, 1856, the said Provincial Grand Lodge was in t.ession, 

R. W. Thomas G. Rideout, Deputy Grand Master, presiding. An articll! f1om 

The London Freemason's Magazine was read, indicating the intention of Bro. 

Portal, a member of the Grand Lodge of England, to submit a motiM grant· 

ing certain concessions to Canadian masons. Upon this announceme111 the 

Provincial Grand Lodge approved the principle contained in this motion. "ug­

gesting at the same time an alteration in some details. The Provincial Grand 

Lodge met again in October, 1856, when R. W, Thomas n. Harrington read 

a letter he had written to the Grand Secretary of the Grand r .odge of Eng· 

land, in reply to one from that officer. In view of facts thus communicated, 

a resolution was adopted, 

"That this Provincial Grand Lodge has been deeply pailled th<.t thuG rami 
Master of England should have received. in such a manner. the Con~titutinnal 
conduct which this Provincial Gmnd Lodge has pursued througiHllll their 
ditliculties and grievances; :111d their pain is rendered more intense that ht: 
should in any such manner have blamed for nnconstitutio nul conduct, tbe 
Deputy Provincial Grand Master, who bas, by the direction of the l 'rr.vincial 
Grand Master, conducted the entire business of the Province. and whose :r:eal 
fo r Masonry, and efforts to maintain it in unsullied purity have gained fo• him 
the deepest respect of all true ma~ons of Canada." 

"Rnolved, That this l'rovincial Grand Lodge desires to express, in the 
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strongest terms, their disapproval of the unjust and uncourteous treatment 
which they have experienced at the hands of theM. W. Grand Master of Eng· 
land." 

"Resolved, That inasmuch as the M. W. Grand Master'' (of England) "has 
refused to allow the Grand Lodge of England to be recognized in his person, 
that tht Provincial Grand Lodge do now present a petition to the Grand Lodge 
of England, in the place of the one forwarded to the~. W. Grand Master." 

At a "Special Comm unication " January 18, t857· A memorial to the 
Grand Lodge was adopted and forwarded, to be presented through the proper 
channel, and to be enforced by llros. R. U. Townsend and Rev. G. R. Portal. 
It was then 

"Rnolvcd, That the Provincial Grand Sec~:,etary be directed to forward to 
the Provincial Grand Master of Montreal and William Henry, and of Quebec 
and Three Rivers, copies of the memorial as adopted, and reqnesting the co· 
operation of their respective Grand Lodges in carrying out the prayer of the 
memorial, and nniting in the foundation of a Grand Lodge of Canada." 

On the 13th June, t857, another half yearly meeting was held, when the 
Deputy Grand Master said: 

" I regret to inform yo1t that, as yet, the Grand Lodge of England has not 
granted the prayer of the memorial adopted by you, nor does it seem prob­
able, from the tenor of the correspondence, which the Grand Secretary will 
now lay before you, that you will discover any reason for hoping that the priv­
ileges sought by this Provincial Grand Lodge will be conceded to it." 

The correspondence was read by the Grand Secretary, and after the passage 
of a general resolution condemnatory of the course of the Grand Lodge of 
Englalld in the matter, the following additional resolutions were passed; 

"Resolved, That with unfeigned grief, this P rov;nciaJ Grand Lodge, in fidel· 
ity to the Order within this Province, is constrained to declare that separate 
organization is necessary for the efficiency and stability of Free Masonry in 
Canada." 

"RuohJr.d, That on the confirmation of the foregoing resolution (at the ne.xt 
ensuing meeting of this Provincial Grand Lodge), this Grand Lodge shall de­
dare itself an Independent Grand Lodge, all warrants from the Grand Lodge 
of England being returned thereto." 

At the above three meetings we have no notice of the number of lodges 
represented, and it is proper to state that the Provincial Grand Master, Sir 
Allen N. McNab, was not prellent at either. September g, 1857• a special 
meeting was held, Sir A. N. McNab was present, and 39 lodges said to be 
represented, when the P. G. Master said: 

"The Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West, having now declared its 
independence, I. as the representative of the Most \Vorshipful Grand Master 
of England, now direct and re<Juire that any Master or delegate holding any 
warrant of a lodge from the Grand Lodge of England, do now return the same 
to me. in accordance with the suggestion of the Grand Master of England, 
containt!d in his addrel's to the Grand Lodge on the 4th of March last." 
"Whereupon," says the record, "the Warrants of the following lodges were 
handed to the R. W., tbe Provincial Grand Master, by the Masters or dele· 
gates of their respective lodges." 
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The nnmber of warrantS thtls issued wa~ thirty·eight. 

The G rand Lodge then "Ntso/111'd llllflllimoll.f~J',-that in true, loyal and con· 
stirntional succe.~sion to the l'rovincial Grand Lodge of <.:anada West, a r.rand 
Lodge of Canada be now formed, constituted and pmclaimed, under the title 
of T11F. .i\Nr iBNT GRANU LonGE •JF CANADA." 

"l?uohJed 11111111imously, That the l:ne representative of tht: Most Worship· 
ful Grand Master of Ancient Free and Accepted Mal<ons of England, our 
esteemed and distinguished Rrother, SiR Al.t.EN :N. MAr NAll,or· D UN nllll.N. 
0Atto:o.&T, be now elected Grand Master of the Ancient Grand Lodge of Can· 
ada." 

The Grand Master was then requested to name a comnlittee to prepare a 

farewell address to the Grand. Lodge of England, and the Grand Lodge ad· 
journed till the nelCt day. when to the R. W. Thoma.q n. Harrington, 1'. G. 

Master for Qnebt:c and Three Rivers, was accorded the rank of P. G. Master 

in the Grand Lodge, and he proceeded to install the Grand Master elect, and 

Sir Allen N. McNabb, of Dundurn. Haronet, was proclaimed and salutl!d a!l 

Grand Master of the Ancient Grand Lodge of Canada. The re~olution was 

then adopted to issue warrants, free of charge, to lodges which had returned 

their charters, to which dispensations are now granted. The next day the 

Gmnd Master came in, after the Grand Lodge was opened by the Deputy, and 

delivered dis1>cnsations to the lodges that had surrendered their charters, said 

dispensations to remain in force till regular warrants should he granted. Tbe 

committee to address the Grand Lodge of England reported as follows: 

"1'0 1.'HE ANt; II;NT GRA~Il LODGE utt ANt;tENT FREE AND AtTV.l"flW 
MASclNS CW ENGt.AJIIIl. TilE MF.M OR IAL 'o11 Till; ANCIKN'r GRANO 
LoDGE •H' CANATIA,-fratemally shewetb: 

"THAT YOUR MEMORIAI.IS'l'S desire that theiT first address, on a.•suming 
the title by which their body is now designated, should be one of affectionate 
and respectful memorial to that time·honored body, from which it is their fond 
distinction to hail, and towards whotn their feelil1gs of devotion have never 
wavered amid the trying circumstances which have led to the assumption of 
that title. 

"THAT Y•JliR llf&MORIAr.rs-rs feel a deep pride that the change has been, in 
every essential, one of the trl/e-not one of the spirit-that the 'ANCIENT 
GttAND LODCE OF CAN AnA' is but the maturity of the Provinci:li Grand 
Lodge; that to uphold Enl(lish Masonry in its inte~rity, in this British Prov­
ince, has been rhe main object in seekin,:: and establishing their pre~ent nrgan· 
ization;-that tbe Most 'Vorshipful SrR Al.l.EN N. MAc :-JAil, Baronet, the 
distinguished choice of the I. rand )laster of England, as Pro,·incial I. rand 
lllaster, is their nnanimou•ly chosen Grand ~1aster. and is himself tho: bearer 
of this their memorial, that the regulations and Constitution of the <.:rand 
Lodge of England continue their unbroken law. 

''THAT VOllR MEMORIAI.ISTS appelll With feeling« Alike of firmness and 
respect to the constitutional course they have adopted in returning 1he ancient 
\Varrants under which their lodges were instituted. 

"THAT votr& MEMORIALISTS nevertheless desire not to conceal, that these 
'Varrants, wl•ich they warmly term the sacred charters of their lod~el', have 
passed out of their hands with feelings o f the deepest emotion, and on their 
restoration, as hereinafter prayed for, their eyes are fondly set. 
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"THAT voua MEMORIALISTS warmly entertain the hope that their new 
organization may be regarded, as in truth it is, Tnt: CREATION UF A !::iT.£RN 
NKCilSSJTV;-that the 'Al't: IENT GRANO Luoc;~~ OF CANAOA' may be 
cheered by a recognition from the Grand Lodge of England, dignified and 
dignifying, and that full masonic union may be closely cemented and main· 
tained. 

"YouR M&MORIAI.ISTS approach, therefo re, the prayer of this their memo· 
rial: 

"That recognition, as a Grand Lodge, may be the reward of their loyalty; 
which change, necessary to the highe>lt interests of Masonry, but otherwise 
well nigh imperceptible, in no degree impairs. 

"That to produce the c losest intercourse, representatives jn•m England and 
to England may be appointed, and take their seats as such in the Grand 
Lodge of England and in this-the 'ANCI•:NT GRA:O.D Looc•. OF CANADA.' 

"That our timl! ltOIIfiYtt! warrant!; may be returned, to form the proud title 
page of our provincial history." 

We have given the address in fnll, and the history of proceedings condensed 

from the address of Grand Master Tucker, giving all importam facts in the 

history of this movement. It surely presents an anomaly in the history of 

Grand Lodges. We find this Grand Body, in common with similar bodies in 

Canada, for a series of years in vain seeking concP.ssions from the Grand 

Lodge of England, till forbearance ceased lo be a virtue, and till the craft in 

Canada was essentially crippled in all masonic interests. At length 41 lodges 

from the subordinates of this and the other Provincial Grand Lodges, unite 

in r•egular masonic o'rder and fornr the lndependent (.;rand Lodge of Canada, 

in November, 1855· 
T his Provincial Grand Lodge then-=ame forward to denounce the new Grand 

I .odge and cut off all connected with it from masonic ftllowship. In less than 

two years this same body, baving received fresh insults from the Grand Lodge 

oi to:ngland, denounce and condemn her course, and declare their independ­

ence. But in what manner? They first give up their charters, on demand of 

the R. W. P. C. Master. in ohedience to the dictate of the Grand Master of 

England. Thirty-eight of the 1hirty-nine lodges did this, and afterwards 

.. Nesohwi unanimous!)', that in true, loyal, constitutional succession to the 

P. G. Lodge of Canada West, a Grand Lodge of Canada be now formed, 

constituted and proclaimed, under the title of the ANCII!NT GRAND J ,uucE 

Ot' CAxAt>A ''; and then they proceed to in~tall "the /aft! n:pnrmtlllrvl' f!! 1/u 

111 . W. the Gr<tnd Master of England" as the Grand Master o£ Canada. And 

then tbey go on to petition through him for a restoration of their mrrl!tlt!l!r~d 
warrants, and do so in terms utterly unworthy of free and independent men 

and masons. They plead" That recognition, as a r.rand Lodge, may be the 

reward of their loyalty; which change nece><sary to the highest interests of 

Masonry, but othendse well nigh imperceptible, in no degree impairs." • * 
"That our Iiiii I! ho11orctl warrants may be retumed, to form the proud title 

page of our provincial history II" [tis on this, they tell us on the precedin~ 

page, "their eyes are fondly set.'1 



Proceedings of the [May, 

We do not care to give expression to the feelings of mortification we feel in 
the position of these brethren of the late rrovincial Grand Lodge of Canada 
West. It seems to us a position of servility, utrerly unbecoming, and to which 
the term ·•L"y{J/ty" is but a painful mockery. 

And how could they hope to be recognir-ed as a Grand Lodge, coming into 
existence as they do, and at the same time repudiating the authority of Eng­
land; then surrendering charters on her demand; then petitioning the res· 
toration of those charters, as the consummation "on which their eyes are 
fond! y set" ? 

What was their position when forming this Grand Lodge? They had al · 
ready surrendered their charters. Jn other words, their charters had been 
demanded in the name of the Grand Lodge that granted them, and they had 
obeyed the demand. They were no longer lodges. They were but a mass 
meeting of nnaffiliated masons-members of no lodge, and having no masonic 
authority under which they could act, rt was as if a mass meeting of unaffil­
iated masons should assemble in Massachusetts or New York, and unanimously ' 
proclaim themselves tbe Ancient Grand Lodge of Massachusetts or New York. 
There was already one Grand Lodge in Canada, well and truly organized, with 
a most successful progress for nearly two years, and which bad most £rater· 
nally stretched out the hand of sympathy in reward for excommunication 
pronounced upon them by this same Provincial Grand Lodge. Whatever 
COIITSe England may adopt in thP premises, their present position is humiliating 
and anomalous. H ow the P. G. Master for Quebec -and Three Rivers, raised 
thus to the dignity of a Past Grand Master to this new body, created by resolu­
tion from a mass tueeUng of una.fliliated !nasons,- how be shall answer for his 
share in these proceedings to his superiors, is not for us to conjecmre or 
counsel. We leave our brothers of the Independent Graud Lodge of Canada 
to pursue their fraternal endeavors to aid their brethren of the late P rovinci:ll 
Grand Lodge out of the awkward position into which they have unadvisedly 
!allen, and here express the hope that their wisdom and counsel will be effect· 
nal in securing such a union as all good masons shall approve and admire. 

A feeling tribute is paid by Grand Master Tucker to the memory of Bro. 
joshua Doane, recently deceased, who was a worthy n1ason for more than 50 
years, and a member of the Congregational Church for more than 25 years. 
l!e died at an advanced age, having been born 1785. 

A committee to devise measures for increasing the re,·enue of the Grand 
Lodge report in favor of raising the fee to the Grand Lodge from $I to $2. 

Vermont has adopted the measure introduced by the Grand Lodge of New 
York in exchanging representatives, and has already representatives at New 

York, Canada and Louisiana. The report on correspondence for 1858 is able 
and itlteresLing, but not so full in its details as the year previous, covering but 
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about 17 pages. We have from Vermont also a copy of Constitution and 

By-Laws adopted 1~52 . 

VIROINlA. 

The Grand Master of Virginia, M. W. John S. Caldwell, congratulates the 

Grand Lodge on the prosperous cotldition of his j urisdiction. He h:1s g ranted 

lifteen dispens:1tions for new lodges. Ile acknowledges the receipt of the 

r.ircular of the Grand Lodge of Maine in relation to the formation of a Gen· 

eral Grand Lodge, and refers the subject to tbe Committee on Foreign Corre· 

spondence. H e also urges the nP.ed of a Masonic Temple for Virginia. 

Which ~nbject was refe rred to a special committee. The revenue of the 

Grand Lodge was more than $t ,soo. 
The Committee on Masonic Temple reported in favor of an act of incorpo­

ration and to raise a fund of no t less than $~s.ooo. A committee also re­

ported in favor of diverting the beneficiary fund for a time to the erection of 

a temple. Resolutions were adopted in favor of co·operating for the purchase 
of Mt. Vernon. 

A report of the Commiltee on Jurisprudence discusses with ability several 

topics of importance to the c raft. T he report of the Committee on Doings of 

Grand Otlicers is very commendatory of those brothers who have discharged 

oflicial duties. In relation to the subject of a National Grand Lodge, we find 

nrJ allusion by the Committee on Correspondence. ln a report on the Grand 

Master's address there is a paragraph devoted to it, as follows: "The subject 

of a General Grand Lodge of the U.S. • • • has never met with favor 
from this Grand Lodge. We see very little good that might arise; but we fear 

very gneat evil. Thirty families may live in happiness and peace. managing 

Lheir domestic concerns in their own way, and responsible to God alone, who 

almost certainly would live in discord and confusion. if they had a nnually to 

conform the management to the varying dictation of restless and uncongenial 

minds. Bt!Sides, we think it unmnsonic for a Grand Lodge to be ht:ld in any 

way amenable to a higher fraternal Power. 

"Ruo/ttttl, That this Grand Lodge disapproves of a General Grand Lodge 

uf the U. S." 

We do not discover any action on the resolution, but have supposed the 

action of Virginia would be adverse to the proposal, as she has always stood 

opposed to the General Grand C hapter. But it is :~omewhal singular that the 

committee could not give better and more substantial reasons for such a res · 

olntion. TbeiT language seems to ignore utterly the appropriate end and aim 

of a General Grand Lodge. The illustration of the thirty families indicates 

this. While" managing their domestic concerns in their own way," may not 
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these families be profited by occasional social intercourse? May it not be 

well for them occasionally to meet and exchange fraternal words and acts? 

Would they not enjoy nn occa~ional meeting, where matters of the highest 

interest to ~hem and their children should be freely discussed, and where the 

attentive ear might listen to the instructive tongue? Could not they spend a 

day thus once in three yeats, without the •• troublesome dictation of uncongenial 

minds"? If it is unmasonic for 11 a Grand Lodge to be held in any way amen· 

able to a higher fraternal power," would it ·be unmasonic to cuhivate the Ira· 

ternal spirit by a recognition o r the common tie and the exalted principles, 

inculcated in our Order, and all occasional greeting of brethren who learn to 

dwell together in Unity? On the principle of the Virginia committee, why 

not discard the Grand Lodges? Why should the JO or the r so lodges 'of 

Virginia "bold allegiance to a higher fraternal power than their own fam · 

ilie;; "? Is it not unmasonic? Is it any less so than would be I he connection 

with a Ge•!eral Grand Lodge, fram ed, not to 11 dictate" in the spirit or despot· 

ism, but to counsel in the spiJit of fraternity? Such reasoning. we repeat 

seems to lose sight utterly of all the rea.~ons which for years have bet!n chiefly 
urged for the union of our (;rand Lodges in a fraternal organization. 

The report on correspondence is in a fraternal spirit. Speaking of the re­

ports on correspondence and the various opinions in relation to them, he 

says: 

Some appear to allow themselves to be carried away by argument, until 
acrimony takes the place of brotherly kindness. A ft:w, we might say, not a 
few. seem to us to trench upon what is "not proper to be .written." And 
finally, there art: some who in a quiet and temperate manner review the pro· 
ceedings of the various jurisdiction~ with whom they are in correspondence. 
pointing out what they consider worthy of notice, calmly arguing :~gainsl whnt 
they conceive to be wrong, and adding strength to what tht:y uelicve to be in 
accordance with tht: true principles of Masonry. 

\'our committee believe the last mentioned are productive of the hest ef­
fects, inasmuch as they not only inform the subordinate lodges of what i~ 
going on in other jurisdictions, but. by obo;ervations upon mooted poin ts, they 
may be the means of further consideration, until the happy effect of uniform 
customs may be established. 

In relation to masonic literature, the reviewer writes somewhat cau~tkly: 

We would say a word or two upon what is called )lasonic Literature, and 
allude more particularly to the newspapers, which seem tc;> he increasing to an 
alarming extenL We affirm, without danger o! contradiction, that we know 
of scarcely any that are not doing more harm than good to the Institution. 
They print what never ought to be written-each, in this respect, endeavoring 
to out·do his neighbor; they vaunt the good deeds of t:he l<rate rnity, totally 
forgetting that one hand of a true mason never knows wh;lt is done by the 
other. They discuss knotty points o£ law, which only require common sense, 
guided by brotherly love, to adjudicate upon; and, finally, the ptimary object 
with 99 out of 100 is individual emolument. Evil must result from thi&-­
good, never. 

Fifty years since. a Chart \\aS. indeed, a Chart: a Floor·Cloth was a Floor 
Cloth, and nothing more. What is it now? Let Text· hook~ and Trestle: 
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IJoards and Manual~,~~ hoc gmu.r {111/ llt, answer I Who can say what they will 
be fifty years hence? 

The reJJort is from Bro. F. W. Rosier. 

WrSCONStN. 

The G rand Master of Wisconsin had granted eight di$pensations for new 

lodges. H e thus speaks of the condition of the Order and the progress of the 

State: 

" While as citizens of our common country, we rejoice in its general pros­
perity. and especially in the rapid progress of our noble young State, we a re 
equally gratified as masons, to be a~sured that the dissemination of the prin 
ciples of our beloved Order keep~ cqu;~l p:1ce with the spread of cil"ilization 
and the cultivation of the liberal arts and sciences. We see new towns and 
cities constantly springing into existence. in region~ which, bnt a few years 
s ince, w.: re peopled only by the aborigines. That places untrodden by civil · 
ized man until recently, have now become flourishing settlements, husy with 
the active operations of the artificer and the husbandman. Yet with a ll this 
civilization and improvement, the diffusion of the light of Masonry keeps e<lual 
pace. But few villages or towns of im(.)Orlanct: Utn be found within ou r State 
without its masonic lodge." 

li e speaks discouragingly of the effort to ~ecure uniformity in work by the 

labors ol Dis trict Deputies, and recommends the services of Grand Lecturers 

duly instru~oted and sustained. Receipts of Grand Lodge were SJ. t6o.IJO. We 
regret to find no report on Foreign Corre..~pondence from this vigorous Grand 

Lodge. 

We have thus closed our review of the proceedings before us. deeply im · 
prcssud with the magnitude of tho wol'k in progr~ss in our cou ntry by th r; 

thou!lands of masonic lodges now in active opetation. The evidence of great 

progress, and almost hazardous prosperity of the O rde r, seems justly to awaken 

salutary fears, as is seen in the nddres~cs and reports, which freely deal in 

cautions and exhortations to watchfulness and fidelity. It is clearly a dictate 

of wisdom now to enlarge our \•iews of the mission of Freemasonry. and to 
examine well the foundations on which its future prosperity is to reJlOSe. Ex· 

tended as is this report, we cannot close it without reverting to a few topics 

which we deem of paramount interest. 

In relation to the ptoposed corre.qponclence with the permanent commission 

establ ished in Paris by the Universal Masonic Congresl'1 and the propos itions 

put forth by that Congress. the committee will ask leave to present n ~epn ratc 

report. 

MASON !<; IIIS'I'ORV. 

We would again call attention to the important subject o f Masonic~ History, 

so frequently refe rred to in fotmer repor ts, IJotb of our own and Sister Grand 
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Lodges. Much of this History is yet unwritten, and eJrists only in the mem· 
ory of Brothers and Fathers, who will ere long be enrolled with the members 
of the silmt lodge--or ralher called to another sphere of life and labors, when 
the treasures which can now enrich the living will have passed beyond ou.r 
reach. The limited revenue of this Grand Lodge for a few years, bas discour­
aged effort which might involve expense, and thus far delayed a work that must 
greatly suffer by delay. Your committee believe that an important beginning 
can be made, without expense to this body, by which the most important and 
difficult part of the work can be accomplished, and the materials for a history 
of great value be fairly placed within the reach of this body. They o(fer a 
resolution to this effect. 

GENERAL GRANO LODC:E. 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence, at lhe last meeting, were in­
strncted to address a circular to the Grand Lodges of the country, urging the 
formation of a General Grand Lodge in 1859· The committee accordingly 
sent out a circular, which seems to have received a fraternal response from 
most of those Grand Lodges whose communication occurred aftet tlte circular 
was received by them. Most of these bodies, however, held their annual 
meetings at too early a day, so that their response cannot be given at this 

meeting. The committee believe that the subject is one of vital importance. 
and ask leave to embrace that subject in the special report on International 

Correspondence, and the Univeraal Masonic Congress. 

'l'HE GREAT LIGHT IN MASONRY. 

Two years ago, your committee presented to this body a somewhat extended 
report in defence of the 1uholt: Bib/~ as the Great Light in Masonry, and in 
opposition to the effons of those who would banish from the lodge roont all 
allusions to christianity in the devotions, symbols and instructions of craft 
masonry. This body adopted a resolution in accordance with the conclusions 
reached by the committee. That resolution was adopted; but owing to the 
length of the report, and the limited resources of tbe Grand Lodge, the dis­
cussion of that subject was not published. Discussions upon that subject, in 
various jurisdictions, indicate a deep and growing interest in this vital ques­
tion, clearly showing that our discussion w.as not premature, and that its pub­
lication may yet be desirable. Some Grand Lodges have taken the high 
ground, that candidates for initiation shall declare a belief in the divine au· 
thority of the Holy Scriptures. Tbis ground has been objected to in several 
quarters, but the Grand Lodges of Ohio and Texas, and some others, have 

earne~tly and ably defended this action. 
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Your committee have not been disposed to advocate the requiring of such 

a declaration of belief before admission, o r thus guarding the lodge room : 

preferring to leave that question, as others relative to the fitness of candidates, 

to the investigating committees and the decisions of the ballot box. They do, 

however, desire to record their conviction, that a candidate trained in a Chris· 

tian country, who discards the Holy Bible as the Great Light in Masonry, or 

who is known to treat tbat light as if it wt-re darkness, and to speak reproach· 

fully of its teachings. thereby exhibits evidence of unfitness for membership. 

and justifie!l the use of the black ballot in his rejection. 

1t is to be hoped, that the discussions of this snbject will all be In the spirit 

of courtesy and charity inculcated at our Altars, hallowed by this Great Light. 

These discussions are of the deepest interest, as indicating on all hand~ a high 

regard for the Ancient Landmarks, and at the same time a healthful progress 

in the moral ~en~e and the spiritual aspiration which is pervading the masonic 

Instit ution. The troths and motives of that C raat Light are appealing with 
increasin~: force to the heart of the masonic world; and like the light of day, 

as the genial Spring advances, are germinating vital forces, which give prom· 

ise of a fruitful harvest. It is an idle dream. if for any reason \\ e suppose it 

possible to cramp the spirit of devotion, or s tifle the instructive tongue. by 

banishing all allusions to Chris\ianity, in our symbols, ceremonies and instruc· 

tions. W e might as well expect to hanish Stea111 from the motive powers of 

the nations, and Lightning from channels of human intercourse. They are 

among the established facts, and the existing and acknowledged wants of our 

age and our race : and we cannot roll back the wheels of time and progress, 
to the shades of departed generations. 

But tho true issue is tr) be 11ecured, not by mere discussions- by edicts and 

resolutionq- but by a practical recognition ])y all masons. in their life and con 

versation, in their relations with each other and the world around them, of the 

Wisdom, Strength and Beauty of that Volume, which comes to us \lith words 

of cheer and encouragement, when first we behold ma.~onic light. Let all who 

acknowledge its authority, and bow hefore its open pages on our Altar, illus­

trate its teachings and its spirit- we shall need little of argument to hold it 
forever in its place, as a great Light shining in a dark world. 

Respectfully submitted, 

OYRI r, PF.ARL1 ~ 
~'. U ItA OFORD1 Committer 
MO!lll:S DODGE, 

On motion, 

Void, That the Report ue accepted, and published with the proceedings of 

this communication, under the supervision of the Committee on Publication. 
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The Grand Lodge then proceeded to consider the Resolutions 
reported by the Committee on Foreign Correspondence. 

The Resolutions recognizing the Grand Lodge of Canada were 
respectively adopted, as follows: 

1. Ruolved, That the Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Mn.«ons 
of the State of Maine, receive witb emotions of the deepest interest the com 
munication from the M. W . Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Ma· 
sons of Canada, with the fraternal salutations of that A ugnst Body organized 

on the roth of November, A. 1 .. 5855• by the spontaneous action of fnrty·one 
subordinate lodges hitherto distributed under distinct and separate jurisdic· 
tions. 

2. Resolved, That the reasons set forth by our Canadian brethren appear 
to us a full vindication and defence of the important action which terminates 
the jurisdiction of Foreign Grand Lodges in this noble l'rovince, and that the 
successive s teps taken by them in severing the bonds of allegiance which so 
long held them under separate foreign jurisdictions, and uniting tbemseh•cs 
in one independent Grand Lodge, must in our deliberate judgment command 
the approbation of all true hearted Free and Accepted Masons, and the fra­
ternal recognition and cordial fellowship of all Grand Lodges of such through· 
out the world. 

3· Ruo/v~d, That the Grand Lodge of Maine most cordially grasp the 
"right hand of brotherhood" extended to us by the Grand Lodge of Canada, 
and, "in the name of our divine art," heartily respond to their claim for a 
" reciprocation of fraternal reg a rd.'' 

4· Resolved, That with this " ri~ht hand of brotherhood," and with warm 
hearts, we welcome the Grand Lodge of Canada to the great masonic family 
-the sisterhood of Grand Lodges on this continent; and as cordially intro­
duce her to the constellation of Gmnd Lodges in other lands, in correspond­
ence with us, whose advancing light is destined to encircle the earth and, ns 
we trust, to illumine and bless the human family and hasten the brotherhood 
of nations. 

5· Rtst>lv.:d, That the delay, occasioned by local causes, in the adoption 
of the above resolutions, has afforded ample evidence of the capacity for 

independence of the C: rand Lodge of Canada, and of the masonic skill 
fidelit)' and fraternity embodied in her organil.ation ; and offords a ra tional 
ground of belief that nothing will be wanting on their part which can be 
rea.qonably done to unite the whole Fraternity of Canada in one Grand Lods:e. 

The Resolutions relative to the Grand Lodge of Nebraska were 
then tnken up, and adopted, to wit: 
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1. Rc.roh1~d. That the Grand Lodge of MainP. receives with sincere pleas­

ure the proceedings of rhe convemion in the new Territory of Nebraska, which 

1esultecl in the formation of the Grand Loclg., of Nebraska. 

~ Rt:solvrr!, That the Grand •Lodge of Nebraska is cordially welcomed to 

t ht< cilcle of Grand Lodges, and the fraternal correspondence it is our pleasu re 

to cultivate with all good and true masons. May her prosperi ty equal her 

largest aspirations. 

Tbe Resolution m regard to Masonic History was considered, 
and, on motion, adopted, viz: 

Rt.ro/vcd, That the M. W. Grand Master request the W. Master. Wardens 

and !;ecretary of each subordinate lodge, as a historical committee, to secure. 

the important facts in the history of their lodge, and deposit the same with t11e 

Grand Secretary with the least practicable delay, as their voluntary contribu­

tion w a full and complete history of Freemasonry in Maine ; and that the 

Grand Secretary be requested, with the aid of the Grand Master, to furnish to 

the lodges a series of questions, or topics, to aid said committee in gathering 

and arranging the desired 111aterials, and report the result of this effort at our 

next annual communication. 

The special report of the Committee on Foreign Correspond­

ence. relative to the formation of a General Grand Lodge, and • 
the action of the Universal Masonic Congress, was presented by 
Bro. Pearl, as [allows: 

lN GRANU LoDGE OF MAINE, 

MASONIC HALL, PoRTLAND, May 5· r8s8. 

To the ill. TV. Grant! Lodge t!/Jif(tiut. 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence beg leave to submit their 

special report on subjects assigned to them at the last annual communication, 

by the following resolutions: 

r. Rt.to/f,(r/. That the Committee on Foreign Correspondence !Je instructed 
to open a correspondence with the Commission estahlisbed at l'aris by tbe 
Universal Masonic Congress. soliciting, in exchange fo r the Proceedings of 
this Grand Lodge, such Proceedings of the Grand Masonic Bodies without 
the jurisdiction of tbe United States, as il may be in the power of said com­
mission to fu rnisb. 

z. Ruolv~d. That this committee be instructed to report, at the next annual 
contmunication, on the several propositions submitted by the Universal Ma­
sonic Congress at .l'ari.;, with the results of their correspondence with that 
commission; and to recommend such action as they deem expedient for this 
Gt;md Lodge, in relation to the said Congress and its several propositions. 

3· Ruoll,ed, That the Committee on Foreign Correspondence be instructed 
to address a circular to the Grand Lodges of the country. urging the forma­
tion of a General Grand Lodge at the time and place of meeting of the Gen-
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era! Grand C hapter and General Grand Encampment, in September, 1859; 
and that this circular be prepared and St!n t out in connection with the pro· 
ceedings of this communication. 

ln obedience to these instructions, the committee. before their separation, 

agreed upon the following Circular, which was printed, and sent to all the 
Grand Lodges of the country, hy our Gmnd Secretary: 

CIRCULAI{. 

By vote of the Grand Lodge of 1\Iaine, it is made the duty of the under­

signed to address the Grand Lodges of this country on the subject embraced 
in the following resolution. 

[Su Rt:stJ/utiotl 3· ooov~.] 

'rhe committee have therefore no apology to offer for re ·opcning a question 

which they are aware has by some of the Grand Lodges been rega rded as 

seuled and laid securely in its final rest. 

The Grand Lodge of l\faine has never so regarded it, but has steadily acted 

under the conviction that it was a subject which could not be so disposed of 

-that there are wants and necessities in the very design and structure of our 

orcanization- in the mutual relations of our several Grand Lodges-in the 
condition and progress of our Republic in its relations to the other portions of 

this continent, and the nations of the other, which are pouring their annual 

tribes of population upon OIH shore to find a home and county sheltered l>y 

our national flag- necessities that could not long slnmber, however securely 
we may in our wisdom lay them at rest. 

Thi~ view is well expressed in the address to the Grand Lodges of the 
country by the convention that formed the basis of a National Confederation 

in January, t855: 

"Since the formation and adoption of a National Constitution, the great 
want of Freemasonry, as it has existed in the United States, htts been a clo~er 
bond of union between the different Grand Lodges. The condition of the 
Masonic Institution in this country, is, to some extent, an anomalous one­
very different from what it is in other countries. and under other forms of 
government. We have our respecti\•e Grand Lodges, exercising jurisdiction 
co·extensive \\ith the territorial limits of the State; nevertheless, there is still 
need of somt national arrangement, by which these Grand Bodies shall be 
united in bonds of economy, as well as fraternity. As members of the same 
great political family, it is tme that we cherish towards each other closer ties 
;~nd warmer attachments, than to other and foreign branches of the Masonic 
Brotherhood; but then the.•e exist. only in our sensibilities and feelings-not 
in the reality of a practical system." 

• • • • • • • • • 
"It is not intended to be inferred from these remarks, that there ought to 

be a Supreme Grand Lodge, analogous, so far a~ it can be made, to oar gen· 
era! Government: for lllasonry, whilst it ought to assimilate to the political 
institutions of a people, cannot be expected to reflect their exact image. We 
do infer from them, however, tbe necessity of some plan -call it a Na· 
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tiona! t..onfederation, or by any othtJr name, which will make that Union a 
liviug, active. working renlity-a Union of brothers-of closer bonds of fra ­
lo:rnity, of feeling and action-a practical Union. that will make these bonds 
nwre efficient for good. and illustrate a unity of interest. 

"It is the privilt:g~ of the American people to behold. daily. an increased 
intercouo~e between the citizens of the various States, in the way of business. 
tra\·el, and the interchange or socialities. The manifold ways of inter·com· 
nounicatiorl, now ere:cted and in process and contemplation of erection, are 
unitiug, by routes more or less direct, each part of the country to every other 
part, and const;rntly opening new channtlls of commerce and travel. By these 
means we are also brought into more frequent communication as masons. A 

ational Masonic Confo:deration will have the: tendency to make this now 
frequent and inc1ensing C<'mmunication more abundant in good and more ef. 
fective in binding togetho!r the entire Order. 

·• We would not di.~parage the nearness of the uni\'ersal l\lasonic Tie, or the 
btrength of that cement which unites the whole Fraternity into a society of 
friends and brothers. Still, no one can deny the operation, in Masonry, of 
that principle which forms a part of our human nature, and which receives, as 
de:r\ler to us, those who belong to our immediate family, than those more dis­
tantly connected-a brother, than a friend. We may go to the house of a 
hospitable neighu<'• or acquaintance. und feel all the ease and freedom of a 
wdcome; but when we go to the house of a brother, we feel that it is next lo 
home. Likewi.~e it is in Masonry. Those who realize that their interests and 
destiny are common, are bound by cords which draw them most dosely to­
~ether, and feel a sympathy otherwise unfelt and unknown; a more ardent 
de.~ire to promote each other's welfare. This feeling, too, is capable of ex· 
pansion; and. by means of a national organization, instead of being confined 
to the limits of a State, would be bounded by the limits of the Union." 

To the appeal of that convention !\'Iaine promptly re::.ponded, and heartily 
acct:pted the artic les of confederation proposed, and spread the procuedings of 
that convention on her records The motives that influenced her conduct 
then, prompt her course tlow: and the committee beg leave to repeat the views 
then spread upon he1 records, as appropriate to our present aim. 

·• We have thus spread before the Grand Lodge the proceedin~s of the 
(.'o•wention in maturing the proposed Confederation, and bespoken the ap­
proval of this body so far as to unite in giving the experiment a fair trial. Tt 
is our hope that this may be done heartily; much as we wonld have preferred 
the formation of a General G1and Lodge. had that measnre been practicable. 
W e need not hesitatt: hecause the Convention has failed to mature a plan 
which meets all tht: wants of Craft Masonry in this country. Even if con­
vinceti that it must fail of securing the objects specifically aimed at, we should 
~till utgtJ a fair experiment. It is something to gain so clear a recognition of 
the wants of the Order, as we discover in the address of the committee, in the 
~ery points where they attempt no present remedy. 

"lt has been manif~st, in the agitation and discussions of tbe question rela­
live to a (~eneral Grand Lodge, that the higher and better reasons for its 
fotmation havt: not been readily perceived. Many of the Grand Lodges have 
looked apparently til no other want~ than those contemplated in this Confed· 
eoation; and in these tht: opponents of the measure have feared to entntst 
()itht-1 legislative or judicial authority, in any tribnnal outside of our own 
Grand Lodges. The points to which attention has especially been drawn, are 
th<lse of discipline and government-the trials and difficulties which have been 
the sore spots in their masonic experience. This limited view has led many 
to suppose that if it wert possible to master these difficulties, arising in a 
single Grand Lodse, or between two or more, that then the mission of a Gen-
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era! Grand Lodge woold be superseded. Un the c·ontrary. your committee 
conceive that it is just at that point we are to look for the highest and best 
work o£ a General Grand Lodge to begin. The sooner all thege difficulties 
are disposed of, the sooner we believe will dawn the day of deliverance from 
the fears and jealousies that still forbid the fom1ation of such a body, and the 
more blessed will be its mission in our country, and throughout the \\orld. 

"The appropriate work of such a body, can be far better done in other 
directions than in dressing the wounds and plastering the sores that fester in 
unsightly exuberancc where human passion and unhallowed tampering have 
nsurped the place of masonic zeal and the Master's skill. 

"U the proposed Confederation. then, can really do what it undertakes, it 
will remove the most serious hindrance to the formation and uscfol action of 
a General Grand Lodge. For this reason give it a fair trial . If it prove sue· 
cessful it will do ~ood work and prepare the way for something far better. If 
it prove a failure m this respect. after fair trial, it should discourage no one 
from another, and what we have C:'lnceived to lie a far more important en· 
deavor; and we may rationally eApect that those whu have been most san· 
guine in this, will then be as magnanimous in favoring another experiment, as 
we trust all the Grnnd. Lodges of the count ry wfll be in the tlial of this. 

" While then we cheerfully endorse for all practical purposes the action at 
the Convention, and give our hearty ll~sent to the proposed mea.•nre, let us 
not feel that il must necessarily superstde, or long hold in abeyance, those 
higher and nobler interests which have in~pired c.ur past efforts on this ques· 
tion. 

•• 'Ve have desired a General Grand Lodge, as a means of draY.ing together 
noble minds--kindred spirits. from all parts of our courllr)'• to hold commun­
ion. and devote their consecrated c:nergies to the g reat interests of our O rder, 
and devising ways and means for pcrv:tding our whole Union with the prin­
ciples which we profess. Y.l e have lwped to see these gatherings for noble 
ends, contributing to the removal of jealousies and !'ectional strifes, and ce­
nrenting a stronger fellowship which ~hould s11engtheu the bonds of uur 
union, and hold with a firmer gra'p our cberi~hed institlltions uf Education, 
Government and Religion. 

"'Ve have desired more hearty fcllo\\ship among all who Wt!ar our emblems. 
that thus we might fulfill our approp iate mission mote successfully in all 
other relations. 

"'Ve have suppo>ed this tn be the only practicaule mode of arri,·ing at 
ultimate uniformity, and consequent ~kill. in the work of the Order. W e have 
not doubted that such a body, meetir1g triennially. would be greatly beneficial 
in securing the just relations and inctea$ed prosperity in the other depart· 
ments of maRo nic labors. Vve h•"·e looked tel this movement as opening a 
direct channel of communication with the ma,;onic bodies of the world, which 
might be of real benefit both to us and to them. It is not easy, if possible, 
in our insulated Grand Lodges, to insure such intercourse with these foreign 
lodges as might be liecured, and be of real utility, under the leadership of a 
General Grand Lodge. 

"lf in ou r civil relations, our commercial and industrial interests, and inlet· 
course with foreign nations, can be better managed through a General {;overn­
ment, established by consent of all the States. so we co111:eiv"d our masonic 
interests and intercourse. in like manner, could be fa r better t11anaged; and 
by the same process all other interests we tnay have in common-all that we 
hope for, might be increased by a free intercourse and a firmer fellowship. 

" For these and the like reasons, while we stil l cherish the hope that at no 
distant day they may be subjected to the test of e.¥-periment, the committee 
forbear even to attempt any criticism on the details of the Con!ederarion. 

• • • • • • • • • 
•• It will be remembered by all who· have read our several reports in which 
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this question has heen discnsst:d. that one of the most potent reasons for lie­
voting to it so mllch attention, has been its prospectivt: bearir1g on the per · 
menancy, ha r·nrony anti prosperity of our U N I UN. We have cherished the in· 
wrought conviction thnt Freemasonry has here a glorious mission to fulfill; 
that ils plastic power was to be zealously applied in .. S])l'eading the cement of 
brotherly love," soothing the hot passions excited by political, sectarian anti 
sectional controversv-thns binding kindred spirits in al l parts of our country 
in a brotherhood which should have no Mason and l)ixon's line, and hal'b<>r 
no fears of a "closer union," or of a .. violent disruption,'' a.< its necessary 
cunset.juence. We have a living faith that such a thmg is possible, and thM 
a f.eneral Grand Lodge, with necessary provisions and litnitations, ''efficient 
for good and impotent for evil," is practicable; and is now the highest want 
of the Masonic Order in this country. Yet, as we have ever claimed, it must 
be the work of lime. 1t will require patient and persistent effol't; and all the 
forces of tbe age and the issues in our r.ountry, are favoring the progress of 
events within the Urder, towards the right time, place and ci rcumstances for 
such a consummation." 

These views animate us still, and we believe "the right time, place and 
circumstances for such a consummation" are now fairly uefore us. It seems 
to us that the tlme and place proposed in lhe resolution are fit and proper, 
anti that every aspect of the question urges the Grand Lodges of the country 
to make another experiment for this purpose. 

There is now a general prevalence of peace, prosperity and fraternity 
throughout the entire jurisdiction, so that if all should unite in such an effort, 
there seem to be no jealousies or strong repellence to prevent fraternal action. 
'!'he firtu establishment of the General Grand Chapter and the General Grand 
Encan pment, after the severe ordeal through which for several years the 
former especially passed unscathed-the strong vote of that body at its last 
session, that "it derives all its powers by grant and delegation from the sev· 
era! Grand Chaptets"-establishes a safe precedent which we doubt not is to 
govern all similar organizations, and thus banishes the spectres, " Centraliza· 
tion ''and .. assumption of arbitrary power" from the alta rs of Freemasonry in 
our country. The meeting of those bodies triennially ~1 afford a very con· 
venient opportunity for an economiml representation of all the Grand Lodges 
of the country, and thus meet that perpetual question " to what pnrpose is 

this waste?" which comes down through several centuries from a purse 
beart!r who would beuay his Lord and Master and the dearest interests of 
1 lnmanity "for thirty pieces of silver." The proposed National confedera· 
tion. if consummated, it is manifest, cannot meet the wants to be mel by this 
organization, and should no longer stand in the way. But it seems certain to 
your committet-, that it does not, and cannot command the requisite number 
of lodges to give it existence. We may rhen reasonably hope that alJ who 
ilavt: invited us try that experiment will cheerfully join us in trying this. 

Then we conceive an argument in f-avor of this movement may be drawn 
from the action of "THE FIRST UN I VERSAL MASONIC COl"GRESS," anti the 
ll<!t.•blishment of a pennancml .;ommission for International Masonic corre· 

26 
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-"pondence, with power to call future Congresses, and from the propositions 

put forth by that C01ogre~s to the Masonic Grand Bodies of the world. What 

view may he taken of the action of that Congress by other Grand Lodges, we 

as yet do not lmow. The Grand Lodge of Maine has heartily responded so 

far as to instruct the committee to open a correspondence with the permanent 

commission, soliciting such information as it may be possible for that body lo 

furnish in exchange for our own proceedings. They have also instructed this 

committee to report upon the several propositions snbmitted for consideration. 

\ ¥ill not the other Grand Lodges adopt a similar course? And will they not 

reconsider the question of a General Grand Lodge as a most convenient na­

tional center of correspondence proposed by the tenth proposition of that 

Congress? Will they n'lt consent to review this question practically, and en­

trust such discretionary power as they may deem proper with "tried and 

tru~ty brothers to assemble at Chicago in 1859• and theo·e in their wisdom 
unite in the effort to form a National Masonic Confederation worthy of onr 

national existence as a " power on earth "? 

Shall we longer be frightened by any of the spectres once so busy in all 

such counsels? Shall we, by such fears, confess to a weaknsss of the frater­

nal tie that binds us, or to a want of sufficient good sense, and admit that it is 

not possible to delegate such powers and such only-to adopt such measures 

and such only-as shall be "potent for good and impotent for evil"? We 

will not believe this unless compelled. 

In conclusion, the Grand Lodge of Maine, through their committee, respect­

fully but earnestly invite the early attention of all our Sister Grand· Lodges to 

the subject matter of this circular. They invite a free interchange of senti­

ment upon this whole subject. They have no favorite details or even outlines 

of such an organization to propose at this time, but submit the simple ques­

tion of a National or General Grand Lodge to he organized at the time and 

place proposed, with such powers and limitations as the united "~sdom of the 

Grand Lodges of the cou~try may devise and maintain. They invite an early 

response to this circular, addressed eitl1er to the Grand Secretary of the Grand 

Lodge of Maine, at Portland, or to the chairman of this committee, at Bald­

win, Maine. 

Portland, June 5· I~57· 

CYRil. PEART,, ) 

1>. HRA D J"ORD, t Committee. 
MOSES DODGE, ) 

Tbe first response to this. was a v~ry cordial letter from Most Worshipful 

Thomas McCulloch, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Tennessee, inform­

ing us tbat tbe movement bad his cordial personal approval, and that he 

would urge its consideration upon his Grand Lodge at its next communication, 

which does not occur till September, 1858. The other responses have come 
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to us in the regular course of their published proceedings, in the addre!;Ses of 

Grand Masters, which in general have been more favorable than your com­

mittee bad reason to expect. Bot as few proceedings have come to us of 

communications held since our circular reached them, the committee have not 

thought it expedient to encumber Lhis report with details, and ref~:r to the 

l.{eport on Correspondence for the action of such lodges as have yet spoken 

on this subject. They would ask Jeav~: to defer a full and final report on this 

subject till the next annua l communication. 

In relation to the other part of their duty, relative to the Universal Masonic 

Congress, t'he chairman, by advice of his associates, forwarded a letter to 

R. W. John nove, Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Virginia, inqniring 

whether the proposed correspondence with the Commission conld be had 

through himself, as a member of this Commission for the United States. 

After some delay, no nnswer being received, a second letter was addressed in 

like manner; to which no answer was r~:ceived, nnless a circular, to which we 

will soon call attention, may be regarded as an answer to all similar inquiries. 

In january last, the committee united in a letter addressed directly to the 

Illustrious Heullant, assistant Grand Master of the Grand Orient of France, 

which was engrossed by our R. W. Grand Secretary, and forwarded by him; 

together with the Reports of this Grand Lodge from tSso to tSS7• inclnsive; 

asking in return such documents or information as it might be in ~he power 

of that commission to fnrnish, relative t.o the condition and progress of Free· 

masonry in the countries of the Old World. We also invited any suggestions 

in reference to the propositions pnt forth, and the flt\lll'e plans of the commis­

sion so far as matured, that we might avail ourselves of them in our report to 

this Grand Lodge. This communication was forwarded the first of February, 
, in hope that their answer might be returned in season for this report. No 

am;wer is yet received, and the committee are therefore compelled to aslc leave 

to complete this part of their report at the next annual communication. The 

original draft of our letter to Paris. is in the hands of the chairman, and can 

ue comnntnicated at this time, or when we may 'also present with it the ex· 

peeLed reply, as may suit the pleasure of the Grand Lodge. In relation to the 

propositions put forth by the permanent commission, your committee have 

the pleasure to lay before you the circular referred fo from R. W. john Dove, 

the member of the commission for the United States. 

RICHMOND, (Va.) April, A. o. 1858, A. L. 585S. 

OJ!iu <?/the Grand SuretnrJ' •!I thr Gnw.d Lodg-e of Vir;l[imn, aJI.tllllemb.:r vf 
tht• Pt·n11a11cnl C(Jittmitlee o.f the Universal Co~tgress. 

M. Wua. SIR ANn BROTHER-

The time has now arrived when tht:: Grand Lodges of the U. States, having 
had Lhe proceedings of the Masonic Congress at l'aris befo1e them for two 
years, sho•tld ~peak out in approval or otherwise of those Resolutions which 
embody their deliberations. To tbe efficient and zealous agency of our tal-
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en ted Urothe,..,, Dl'\' .VIItlliE R l'lllt.I.II'S, o f Virginia, and l'Mtl'f:R CuM 
MINt:s, of the J listrict of Columbia, we arc !(teatly indebted for the enactinn 
of n1o~t of 1he 1cn Resolutions adopted hy that august body, a•td now sub­
milled for the r~lification of the Crand Lodge~ of the World. Indeed. if they 
had closed their l.tbors after pa.s~ing the fifth proJm'ition, the) would ha\'e 
been entitled to the highest commendation~ in our power to be~tow. The 
noble stand rakcn by OtH Jlrother thc Count l 1\1. D<JNOll<~l-1 MOR 1'., of I rc land, 
and the effective speeches of our A mericnn Brothe rs, prove the high estima­
tion in which they hold thei r mission; and when, in this connection, •fe take 
an impartial view of the truly masonic manner in \\hkh they were received by 
ll rot.her H euLl.ANT, Deputy Grand Master of Franc~:, and Rrother RoSP.N· 
TtlAL, the Representative of the Netherlands. we ~annot too hi~h ly estimate 
the laudable zeal of the former, and the high-toned masonic spint of conces· 
sion of the latter • 

I invi te then, M. Wor. Brother. an attentive peru~nl of the Ten l'roposi· 
tion~. as submitted for your action uy the Universal Congress, and my argu­
ments appended in support of them: 

1st. "This Congress will only suumit such mea.~ure,;-few in number- as 
"bear the charac1cr of evident utility; a re cleal'ly defi11ed; and in all 
"cases 1111111ifo.rt the g-r~lllt:JI r.:sj>tdjor the acujllrd 11111! iillt:rllrtl cuslomJ 
"of etrch t:ot11tlry." 

This resolotion seems, from its rich and high-toned masonic:: character, to 
have been adop t.ed in accordance with the OJ>cning address of theM. Wor. 
Grand Master. l'rince LUCIEN M li'RAT, and presents the relative duties of the 
representatives of foreign jurisdirtions. each to the other. for the good of the 
whole, when assembled for con.~ultation and combined action; and is utterly 
at war with the Macbiavelian policy of intl oducing the gooveling arts of di· 
plornacy. The !!irnple, but truly beautiful woods in " hich thi!< Co1rgress thus 
gave expression to their appreciation of the high masonic mi~sion with which 
they were charged, must at once convince e' ery one of their entire fitness for 
the responsible duty contided to them; and they were, indeed, fortunate in 
being thus animated and sustained by the liberal and en lightened views of 
their presiding officer. 

2d. "ll is proposed to all the Grand Lodge.'< on the globe, that no Diploma 
"shall be gh·en to a brother who has not attained the degree of l\1 a:;ter, 
u ~Tason ." 

This being already the law, or entirely general usage in the United ::<tales 
of America, we might suppose it to have been unneces•ary. or at least exple· 
tive, to e11act it ns a law at this late date. Its masonic propriety is ho\\cver 
too apparent for any comnient; and seems only to announce the fact, th:u a. 
contrary usage prevails in some of the o ther Grand Lodges of the wo rld. and 
therefore rendered absolutely nece3sary as the basir of a series of resolmions 
calculated and intended tO operate alike in both hemispheres. 

Jd. ''The adopt ion of a standard form of Diploma is proposed to all Ma­
''sonic Authorities. Tbe Diploma w he in Latin, with a translation in 
·• the national language; and to ha,•e a testamentary formula, ~etting 
"forth the desire of the recipient that, after his death, it m;ty be returned 
·• to the lodge from whence it emanated." 

This resolution is drawn simply in obedience to those words of the Consti­
tution of Masonry. which '<ay. in Chap. t, Sec . .J: "There is no excellence 
without irs o/>posite, and no true coin •dthout its counterfeit." lind looking 
to ancient sc tisms of the F rateonity in tile Old World, and the present rife 
spint of schism and rebellion in the New, we are al rJnce forcibly impressed 
with the importance of duly protecting the lO\ ers o f law and order from the 
impositions of their counteofeits. It i>., lrOIII!\'Cr, ~;reatly to be regretted that 
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this Congress did not embody in this proposition the form of said Diploma. 
The self-evident propriety of the measure would. bdore this time, have led to 
its adoption throughout the Mru;onic FamiJy. and the large number of travel 
ing impostors and mendicant!>, which infest this st.>ction of the Fraternity. been 
exposed and punished. We would also suggest. that instead of the testa· 
mentary clause. requiring the surrender of the Diploma, it should so read as 
to require the rt:turn of it tO the Grand Secretary from whence it was issued. 
to have endorsed thereOn the time and place of the death of the brother, and 
thus attested to be returned to his widow or orphan, to be by them preserved 
as evidence of their claim to protection and Auccor in the hours of adversity 
o r want. Such an appropri3tll endor~emcnt would render it utterly useless to 
any brother desiring to n~e it as a pas,po•t to ma~onic favor, and would go 
farther to suppress the so-called Adoptivo: Masonry. or Androgenine Degrees, 
than all the legislation on the subject can effect, the most specious and plau~­
ible reason for the propagation of these degrees being the nece~~ity for some 
mode of recognition of the claims of these persons to the Charities of our In· 
stitution. The propriety of <:ngrossing the standard fonnula in that proud 
monument of Roman grea:nes!'. the Latin language, will not be questioned by 
any one at this day, when it is remembered that it is the language which is 
now being taught in all seminaries of polite literature throughout the civilized 
world, and ~hll grammar of " 'hich fom1" the basis of nea rl y every Jiving lan­
guage. 

tth. "A Permanent Commission of five members is hereby constituted 
"The Commission will have its seal in l'aris, in the Temple of thP, Grand 
"Orient. It is charged with the duty of forwarding to the various ma· 
"sonic authorities the propositions and publications of the Congress; to 
"keep up its correspondence; to receive all letters. communications or 
"propositions emanating from Grand Orient5 or Grand Lodges, or from 
"individual masons desirous of offering t~e fruits of their meditations to 
"the Congress; in n w~rd, all thar may be deemed useful in forwarding 
"its labors. And finally, they are to fix the time and place of the next 
" meeting of the Congress. 

"Thi., Commission is composed of the follo\\ing illustrious brethren: 

·• Chevalier De RoSF.N't' liAt .• for the Netherlond~; 
"jou~ l)ovg, for the United S tates. 
•• RAZV, for l'rance; 
"Count Uw>~OUGII \tuRf:, for Ireland; 
" 1·1 E!lt.t.,\:-11', for France. 

"ln the case of the inahility of any of the above named brethren to serve, 
"the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge, or Grand Orient to which he 
"may belong, will designate his substitute." 

This article. which contains nothing more than the organization of a Perma­
nent Commission clfl intrrim of the Congress nnd prescribing their duties, 
needs no romment further than to shew. as it does on its face, the careful man· 
ner in which those duties arc prescribed and limited. 

5th. "Masonic authorities are in future to abandon the practice of con­
" stituting lodges in countries where Masonic Powers already exist. 

'' Aothorities having lodges in tbe territ.o•ies of other powers, should consent 
"to these lodges passing under the actual authority of the Grand Lodges 
•• having jurisdiction over the territory where they are located. 

"Th~ lodges are to be left to their own discretion, and the authorities of 
" the countries where they are located should treat them with fraternal 
"consideration." 

The t ruly masonic spirit which prompted the ado1>tir.n of this re~o l ution 
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C'dnnot ue too highly appeciated, when it is bome in mind how di~astrous to 
the harmony of the F raternity in this hemi~phere the evil it seeks to cure has 
been; and when it is further 'emtm be red that the concession is all on one side. 
and that from the parties who have exercised this until now undisputed priv­
ilege from all time. A pract ice certainly exercised among themselves, with 
lllUtual disregard to geographical Jines of jurisdiction, and only prote~ted 
against, by the Grand Lodges (>f these United States, since their political in­
dependence. Had such a provision heen engrafted in the Constitution of 
1721, we, in this country, should have been ~aved the mortification of seeing 
masons made of men wh'lse social status eorirely precludes the idea of their 
elevation to a level with the white man in civil right~. The admimble and 
convincing arguments of Brother CUMMINGS on this resolution we take mnch 
pleasure in adopting, and recommend them to the careful perusal of every 
friend of the Universality of our heloved l nstitution in hoth hemispheres; 
and for the unanimity with which they were received and endorsed by the 
Congress, no true mason can be sufficiently gratefuL 

6th. ''Before proceeding to tbe initiation of a hon-resitlent, inquiry shall 
"be made of the authorities of the country to which the candidate owes 
" allegiance, except in \\'ell authenticated cases of emergency." 

This resolution is simply carrying out amongst nations and governments 
that etiquette of fraternity which is practised in all wel .l regulated Grand 
Lodges in this country at this time. ancl has for its object I he prevention of 
working up unfit material in the Moral Edifice which we are erecting-a fact, 
too, of such notorious importance, that it should he constantly pract iced on 
by every Craftsman engaged in the building. 

7th. "The 1\'fusters of lodges, in conferring the degree of M. M., should 
"invest the candidates with the words. signs and grips of the Scottish and 
"modem Rites." 

'l'hol!e of us who are familiar with the history of the many schisms and 
gl'eat difficulties which beset Lhe pioneers in the revival of Masonry at the 
commencement of the last century, will fully appreciate thio resolution of the 
Congress. The sum total of their exertions was directt>d to the re-organiza­
ti(ln of the internal polity of Masonry, by reducing it to a representative fom1 
of government, in which the lodges tech,.ically, o r three first officers only. 
should form a Gtand Lodge fm legislative and. supervisory duties. In this 
undertaking we•e engaged the fraternity of England, Scotln>id. Ireland, France, 
and subsequently .Prussia. each acting through \.rand Lodges, lllld while it 
seems all kept steadily in view their high and holy mission of erecting a 
Moral Edifice for the amelioration of the hun\an family. where~oever di,;­
persed, speaking different languages, the structure, tone and accent of which 
scarcely admitted of mutually convertible terms; yet, keeping in view the per­
formance of their arduous duties to their mission, they persevered, and amid 
almost appalling difliculties, accomplished their cherished object. This con­
stituted the exoteric school, and scholars rapidly flo(• ked to it from all classes 
of society, from the sceptred King to the humblest Artizan. The gross out­
lines of its features were easily understood and duly appreciated by every 
nation, however different the language in which those features were portrayed. 
The esoteric teachings, however, being all oral, and comprehending those in­
dividual formulas of l{itual which were intended to possess the power of a 
universal language, were necessarily cause of great embarrassment. They 
were not now, for the first lime, inventing this language; indeed, the more 
conscientious and reliable portion of thew felt positively inhibited from any 
attempt at innovation upon the Ancient and Accepted J{itual. All agreed that 
that which could be satisfactorily pro\'ed to be the most A~tcimt, should he 
adopted and practiced. For this palm there were many aspi rants. prominent 
among which, was Anderson and n esagulier, the Champions of the Antient 
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\'ork School of England, and Dermot and the Duke of Athol. of the Ancieut 
and Accepted Scotch Rite of Scotland, each contending for the palm of An· 
tiquity. and while a~;reeing in the mai)l, yet differing with uncompromising 
:u:rimony upon some minute dNails. At this juncture. the Grand Lodges of 
France and Prussia were organized by charters from one and the other of the 
two first named, and seeing th~e differences existing with their mother juris· 
dictions, adopted an esoteric formula, founded upon their teaching~. hut varied 
irl a few particulars from both. Each of these Gmnd Bodies began now, as 
commerce and civiliZation progressed, to issue Charters, sending Masonry into 
the remotest nations; each, hnwe .. er, retaining with ltcrupulous exactne.«s the 
esoteric teaching of the S•>Urct: from whence each derived his warrant This 
practice continues to the present day; and hence the palpable necessity for 
the practice indicated in this rP~olu tion, th~ plain object of which is to place 
all genuine masons, (anll hy this word genuine we desire to be understood as 
meaning all mason!\ made under n (.;harter derived from either,) upon a foot· 
ing of perfect eqnality of right~ and privileges. The next Congress, we may 
confidently expect, will take up this s ubject and submit such :L well digested 
Ritual as operating alike in aJI nations, will settle for all time the difficulties 
which this 7th Propo~ition proposes to remedy only temporarily. 

8th. "This meeting, considering the Apron a.~ tht: 'symbol of labor, that it 
" has always been an important symbol in Masonry, that it is in general 
"use. proposes to dedde-that in all masonic assemblies the apron is in­
" dispensable." 

This proposition suggt:sts, on its face, the startling fact, thnt there are meet­
ings of tiiJdollutl masons held somewhere; it is certain they cannot be of that 
body of masons who are acting under Anden.on's Con&titution of \'ork Ma· 
sonry, for it is there written (Sec. 3-1. Uf Allcndance,) "Every brother 
ought to belong to somtJ regular lodge, and should always appear therein 
/Jroperlj• dollied, and in dean and decent app:utJI." l f, however, there are any 
who admit the practice of assembling witholll the characteristic badge, and 
\\e a1e to ~uppose there are some, we cheerfully endorse the resolution. 

9th. ''Con vincec.l of the great utility of a regular and unintt~rrupted corrc· 
"s]x>ndl!nce between the various ma.~onic powers, the Congress invites 
"all masonic authorities regularly to exchnnge copies of their printed pro· 
"ceedings." 

We, in the United States of America, have so regularly practiced upon this 
suggestion, made at the lirst organization o£ our oldest Grand Lod~es, that we 
had hoped the practice was nnlve1sal. In any event it is a wholesome pro· 
vision, and engenders nnd perpetuates brotherly Jo,•e aud kindly feeling~. 

aoth. " T he Congress insists upon the necessity for certain central points 
•• in each country fnr the re•·eption of r:orrespond~Jncc, whence it could be 
"diffused throughout the jurisdiction.'' 

This. also, seems almost an act of supererogation, as time and custom ha\•e 
e•tahlished the practice wilh us, and the (.;rand Secretary'!~ Utlice of t~ach 
<..:rand Lodge as that point 01 plncOJ, to tllld from whence all such communi­
cation!' are made. 

It is also a mMter of ~ome moment to designate the time and place for 
holding the next Congress. and while this duty has bl!en, by the 4th Proposi· 
tion, delegated to tl1e committee therein named. yet in a question involving so 
many intt:rests. for one, l should greatly prefer that some indications should 
he made by tbe Grand Lodges of the linited States. The suggestion has 
already been made. that another 'Woald's Convention be held in London in 
t 8(>t; and l th ink it not improbable that the Grand Lodges o£ Europe, Asia 
and Africa may prefer that as the time and place. My own judgment, ho"~ 
e'•er, lead~ me to suggest that New \'ork Wt'lu]d he preferahle al< the place, 
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and r862 as the time. rs t, because the large majority of Grand Lodges is on 
the American Continent; and a very large majoriry of that number ~peaking 
thu same language and workiug the same Ritual, there would result a greater 
probability of unity of action in agreeing upon a masonic language adapted to 
the idioms of all nations ; and 2d. as to time, it will be as early as the Grnnd 
Lodges catl confer and make known their \\ishes to the committee-perhaps 
some importance may attach to its being a septennial period from tbe first 
Congress. 

By reference to page 56 of tbe printed proceedings of the M. W . Grand 
Lodge of Virginia, it will be seen that the Ten l'ropo~itions of the Universal 
Masonic Congress were entirely ~atisfactory to them: and it would give me 
great pleasure to receive from you, M.Wo r. Brother, either through the action 
of your Grand Lodge, or by Jetter during recess, your views upon these n1ost 
inte resting subjects. 

1 have the honor to be, moRt fraternally. yours, 
JOliN DDVE. 

ATem/~;:r •!/ tilt' Pt!rma11tml Cummillu jqr U. S A. 

ll elieviu~ that the Grand Lodge of Maine sympathize with the general ob· 

jects proposed by the Universal Masonic Congress. and approve the ~pirit 

and substance of the propositions thu, far suhmitteu, we offer fo r adoption 

the following resolutions: 

1. N.tsuhwl, That the Grand Lodge of Maine most cordially approve of 

the course adopted by the Illustrious Grand ~Jaster of the G rand Orient of 

Fronce. in cal ling a Universal Masonic Congress nt Paris in connection with 

the Industrial festival in 1855: only regretting that so few of the Grand 

Lodges of this country had season a hie notice to enahle them to share in its 

counsels. 

~ A'uvlved, That this G rand Lodge rejoice in the evidence of harmony, 

brotherly love, sound wisdom and moderation Y. hich characte ri?.ed the sessions 

of that lmdy. as constituting an ern in the his tory of Freemasonry, of hopeful 
omen as regards the harmony of the nations and the llrotherhood of l\lan. 

3· Ruoh,~rl, That this Grand Lodge approve.~ the general scope of the 

propositions put forth by that Congress, su hject to such amendment as ex· 

perience may dictate: and the establi~hment of a permanent Colllmission as 

a channel of International correspondence; and that we cordially invite the 
continuant'e of the correspondence we have already proposed. 

4· Rnu/v,:~l, That this Grand Lodge cheerlully express the hope, that 
future meetings of the U niversaJ Congre~s may be called ; and hereby declare 

thei r intention, if practicable, r.o he represented in the next Convention, 

whether called in the wise di~<cretion of the Commission. either in the M.:trop· 

olis of the British Empire, or on this side of the Atlantic. 

5· 1\'tsohml, That the action of this Grand Lodge on this subject be pub­

lished witb our minutes: and that the Grand Secretary forward copies to each 

of the members nf the Permanent CommiJ;sion, to the Grand Orient of France. 
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and each of the Grand Lodges represented in the first Universal Congress, in 

addition to the u!lual distribution. 

Respectfully !lubmitted. 

CY!t l J, PEARI., ~ 
F. IJKAIH'OKU 1 Committu. 
llfO!lKS DODGE, 

Orl motion or P. G. M. Fessenden, 

Voletl. That the Report and Resolutions IJe laid o,·er until the next annual 

comntunication of the Grand Lodge, and be printed with the proceedings. 

The Report of the Trustees o( the Charity Fund was presented, 
and accepted, as follows: 

IN GRANil LODGE OF MAINE, 

M ASUNIC HAt. !., I'ORTI.ANO, May 5· 1858. 
Tbe Trustees of thP Charity Fund of the l;tand Lodge of Maine, would 

respectfully report-

That the invested funds of the Grand Lodge are, 
Twenty·five shares Canal Hank Stock, . ... . ........... $z,soo 

Twenty·eight ~hares Casco " 

Five shares l'rcemaJ>'s 

.. .. ..... " .• • .•.•. 2,800 

... . . . . . .. . . .. ... soo 

$s.Soo 
The Trustees further report. that they have appropriated the sum of Four 

Hundred and Forty·tline Dollars, for the relief of certain dis tressed brethren, 

thei r widows and otphans, named in a schedule herewith submitted. 

liiKAllf CITASE. pu ortl~r. 

On motion of Bro. Bell, 

Vot~tl, That the Grand Secretary he direclt:d to append a note to blank 

Returns for Subordinate Lodges, hereafter printed, specifying that the blanks 

are to be filled with the tlatn of conferring the several degrees, etc. 

The report o[ the Committee on the l'ay Roll was presented, 
and, with some slight amendments, adopted. 

Hro. Howe offered the following. as a Standing Regulation of 
the Grand Lodge: 

Rest~lv~d. That at the future annual communications of the Grand :Lodge 

there be two sessions n uay, commtmcing at 9 o'clock A.M. and 2 o'clock P. ld., 

and this be adopted as a standing regulation of this Grand Lodge. 

On motion, 

VotNI, That it be referred to a special Joint Committee of Conferenc.,. 
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And Bros. John J. 13ell, Edward P. Bumham and Joseph P. 

Fessenden were appointed members of s::~ icl committee on the part 

of the Grand Lodge. 

On motion, 

Vot.:d, That the Assistant Grand Secretary be paid S even Dollars for his 

services at this convocation, 

Voted, That the Grand Treasurer be authorized to make suitable compen· 

sation to lhe Assistant Grand Tyler for his serv<ces. 

The Grand Lodge was then closed in ample form, with prayer 

by Rev. Cyril Pearl, Grand Cha1;lain. 

MAsoN ic HAt. L, TH uRsDAY, May 6. 18s8. 

The Grand Lodge assembled at eight o'clock A. M., and was 

opened in ample form, prayer being offered by Rev. C. Cummings, 

Grand Chaplain. Grand Officers present as yesterday. 

The Grand Secretary stated that a set, complete, of the Free­

mason's Monthly Magazine, edited by Charles W. Moore, could 

be obtained, at the price of $ too for the seventeen volumes. 

Bro. Bradford, for the committee on the resolutions offered at 

the last annual communication by Bro. Co·,·ell, submitted a report, 

of which the following is a synopsis: 

IN GRANn LollGB oF MArNE:. 

MASONI C HALL, PCJRTLANil, Jlhy 6, 1858. 

The commitlee to whom was referred, at the last annual communication of 

the Grand Lodge, certain matters relative to non·afliliated masons, and tho~e 

suspended for non·payment of dues, have considered the subject. and report. 

This subject has attracted the attemion of many of our sister Grand Lodges 

in lhis country. As to the rights and duties of n·on·affiliated masons, there 

appears to be but a slight difference of opinion; hut as to the remedy of the 

evil, there exists a diversity of sentiment. We have great doubt whether 

coe~cive measures are calc11lated to eradicate this great and increasing evil­

great, because within our own juri~diction we lose the influence of men of 
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high standing in society; and increasing, because their example create.• the 

common and reason<~ble inference that they ha\·e discovered something unfa· 

vornble in the practices of our Institution. We think it cannot he denied, 

lh:tt much of the apathy now visible throughout our jurisdiction is allributable 

to the want of a just appreciation of masonic duties. 

Your committee can devise no hetter m~:ans of accomplishing the duty de­

volving upon them, than by pre•enting their views relative to the rights. obli· 

gations and duties of lodges, and of non-affiliated masons. 

[The following snbjects discussed.) 

The history of masonty, both written and traditional, prior to the period n( 

written Constitutions, plainly indicates that initiation itHo Masonry con~tituted 

life rnembet~hip in the Fratemity. 

Tbat the injunction in the wratlen Con•titutions, ·• that every brother ought 

to belong to some lodge," is imperative. 

That the practice of granting demits hy lodges i& not sanctiotted by ancient 

usage or the written Consti lllticuts of I he craft. except to join some other 

lodge or to form a new one. 

[In conclusion :l 
\Ve are constrained to recommend in this matter measures le.~s stringent 

than those that have been adopted in other jurisdictions. W e would approach 

our non-affiliated brethren in the exerdse of that God-like charity which 

hOI)eth all things. nnd by kindly admonition gather them around our Altars. 

We shoold look well to the causes also "hence lbe evi l arise~; and if found 

to pooceed from a disoegard of masonic duties as practiced in our lodges, or 

in the low standard of moral and inlellectual qualilicationq as exhibited in 

members, then endeavor to correct it wherever found. 

We hold with the (;rand Lodge "f New \"ork, that •• that rannot he charity 

which coerces a mason to pay duf!S. and 1 hat it i~ worse I han vain to look for 

healthy Masonry based on reluctant member~hip. • • • In our view of 

the subject, what is needful, is a distinct understanding hy all parties of the 

nature and effec t of non-affiliation; namely: that it is Masonic Expatliatioo1. 

With that understanding, such as choose to occupy that position should he 

left free to do so; and if the net proceeds from indifference towards our insti· 

tution, the cheerful labors of the lodge and the welfart! of the craft :~re l>c~t 

consulted by their standing aside.'' 

We recommend the adoption of the foiii"Jwing resolutions. 

I{P.spectfttlly submiited, 

F. BRA llFURD, for Commillu. 

Raohml, That in nll applications for demits, the lodges within our jurisdic· 

tion be go vet ned by I he ancient usages and charges of our instihttion,nnd 

suffer no memher to \\ithdraw unless to foom a new lodge or to join another. 
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Ruolvttf, That each lodge endeavor, by all just and proper means, to re· 
claim every worthy non-affi liated ma~on, within its limits, and urge upon him 

the duty of becoming a member of some lodge. 

The report was accepted, and the resolutions, on motion. were 

adopted. 

The Committee on Doings of the Grand Officers submitted a 

carefu lly prepared report ; but its presentation having been de­
layed by the want of some papers, several of the subjects embraced 
in it had been already brought before the Grand Lodge, either by 
partial report of this committee, or by motion of brethren, and 
acted upon. The report was received, and the Grand Lodge 

proceeded to consider the recom•11endations of the committee 
which had not already been disposed of. 

T he following resolution, on motion of Bro. Bell, was laid on 
the table until the next annual communication: 

Nuq/ved, That One Hundred Dollars be appropriated, from any funds of 
this Grand Lodge not otherwise appropriated, for the purchase of Masonic 
Books and Periodicals, for the Grand Lodge Library. 

A resolution to print one tltousand copies of the Grand Master's 
address for distribution was amended, and adopted, as follows: 

NesiJhter/, That one thousand copies of theM. W . Grant! Master's add>e~s. 
in addition to the five hundred already ordered, be printed s~:: p::uah: ly from 
the Proceedings; and that they be distributed to each subordinate lodge, in 
proporLion to their paying members, the Grand Secretary reserving one hun 
dred copies for future dL~tribution. And it is recommended to the brethre11 
that they read the address attentively. 

The committee reported that the records were well kept, and 
that the Grand Secretary had performed much extra labor, for 
which tbey recommended that he be presented with Ffteen Dol­

lars. The recommendC~ tion was, on motion, adopted. 

The committee also recommended, that the reports of the Dis­
trict Deputy Grand Masters be published with the Proceed ings; 
which recommendation was adopted. 

Hro. Pearl presented and read the following report: 
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J:o~ (;R;\'Ill l~J IIGE o•• MAINE, 

i\l ~Stii"'C II AI I, I'OR'l'l,I\Nn, i\lay 6, 1858. 

The SJ>cdal conuniucc: lo which were reft:rrcd the resolutions offered by 
Urvth~; r s A ldcn and GerriSh, asldng that a resolution adopted last year, in 
relation tn the right of visi1iug masonically, may be stricken out or modified, 
have attended to that duty, and ask leave to report. 

The ori~;inal re~oltttion is a.~ follows:-

.. Nt·solvrd, That the right (~o called) to visit ntasonically, is not an absolute 
right, but is a favor which every lawful mason in good standing is entitled 
to a~k. and which tbe Master may concede or rafuse, at his discretion; and 
thai nn i\l:l.ster of a lodge under this jurisdiclion shall admit a visitor, when 
posilive objection to snch admission is made by a regular member, or by a 
lodgt:." 

This resolution was proposed and adopted to guard against an abuse of 
wh:~,t has u!lllally been regarded a masoni<: right vr privilege; an ahuse which 
had become a sore trial to some of our subordinates. and which has oc­
casioned similar efforts to guard against the same abuse in other states. 
~Iaine, from the habit;, of her people, so many of them sea-faring, or seeking 
employment temporarily in o1her States-as al&o from her position, half 
surrounded by neighboring provinces, under foreign masonic jurisdictions­
is exposed to the abuse refern:c.llo, occnrring on this wise; a candidate applies 
for adnrissinn where he is tno well known to be admilted to our Judges, and 
is rejected, for good and s11fficient reasons; his reject ion is only a spur to the 
zeal which promptS him to become a mason, and he restS not till he can 
triumph over the lodge which has wisely rejected him; he can cross the line 
into one of the British provinces, or lind employment in another State for a 
time long enough to secure admission in some lodge more anxious for the 
fees than the peace and welfare of other lodges or the honor of the craft, and 
then return with arrogant airs to claim as a right the honors and benefits of 
Freemascmry at the hands of those who in their honest souls believe him 

uttetly unfit to receive or safely use them. Similar evils arise in other forms 
we need not detail. Freemasonry the world over has :1. right to be protected 
from such abusc;s. Vet your committee believe the resolution as adopted last 
year, in attempting to correct this abuse opens tue way to others, and is liable 
to misconception and error in it,; application. 

It is obvious, in the legislation of th is and other Grand Lodges. that worthy 
Bj1plicants for the degrees of Masonry are sometimes rejected, from personal 
pique or prejudices which ought not Lo exclude a worthy man from the bene· 
fits of Masonry. For the same reason, a worthy ~1aster Mason may some· 
times Ue denied I be right to visit, unless the Master of a lodge has the dis­

cretionary power to decide on the validity of such objection. his believed 
the objects sought by the several resolutions before us, may l>est be secured 
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by 1 he following modification of the original resolution, 11 hich your committee 
submit as a ,..ubstitute :-

A'aolvt'd, That the right to visit n1asonically is not inalienable. and may be 

impaired; that every Master ll1ason in good standing has tht! right to ask and 

receive this privilege, unless in the judgment of the Worshipful !\laster there 
arc valid reasons for withholding it. 

A'aoh•~ll, That no Master of a lodge under this jurisdiction shall admit a 

visitor, when poMitive objection is made by a lodge or a mt!mber which in the 
judgment of the Master justifies his exclusion. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

Wl\1. l'. PltEIH,tr., ~ 
OL!VIl:K GKRRt:sH, Uu11111fit/cc. 
CYitiL t'I'.Al~L, 

Wh tch re port was accepted, and the resolutions, on motion, 
were adopted. 

The committee appointed to examine the "Universal Masonic 
Library," reported as follows: 

IN GR.'\Nil I.OUG£ UY 1\fMNV., 

iiiAsuNrc HAu,, PuRTJ.ANu, May 6, rSss. 
The commiuee which was appointed "to examine ~I orris's • L' nh•er~al Ma· 

:<onic Library' and report," have given the subject what consideration time 
has allowed, and ask leave to report-

That unquestionably a Masonic Library in each lodge would do much to 

increase tbe interest and tbe Masonic Knowledge of the members, and ther.,by 

tend greatly to promote the exercise by them of the cardinal virtues which 
our Order teaches. ln many instances, much attention is given to the mere 

forms and ceremonies of the Order, while the principles which those forms 

and ceremonies are designed to impress on onr minds are too much neglected. 

The true mason is not he who is merely well versed in our forms and cere 

monies, but he, who is a living exemplification of masonic principles. 

\'onr committee believe the "Universal Masonic Library" of Bro. Morris. 

well adapted to the wants of our subordinate lodges, and recommend the 
adoption of the accompanying resolution. 

JUSIAU H. DRUMMOND, t , . 
G. F. SARGF.NT, r Cvmnutlce. 

Re<olved, That this Grand Lodge approve the " Universal Masonic Library" 

of Brother Morris, and recommend it to Lhe subordinate lodges in this juris· 
diction. 
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uy the following modification of the original resolotion, which your committee 

Sllbmit as a subslitute :-

Ruolvt!tl, That the right to visit masonicaJly is not inallcnahle. and may be 
impaired; that every Master Mason in good standing has the right to ask and 

receive this privilege, unless in the judgment of the Worshipful Master there 

a re valid reasons for "~thbolding it. 

A't:sohmf., That no Master of n lodge under this jluisdiction shall ad111it a 

visitor, when positive objection is made by a lodge or a memLer which in the 

jndgment of the Master justifies his exclusion. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

WM. P. PREBJ,t<:1 } 

OLIVI~I{ GERRISII1 G'0111111ittee. 
CYH IL l'I~ARL, 

Which report was accepted, and the resolutions, on motion, 

were adopted. 

The committee appointed to examine the "Universal Masonic 
Library, " reported as follows: 

IN GRANO LunnE Ol' MA!Nf;, 

MASONIC llALL, I'ORTI ,ANH, May 6, 1~5S. 

The committee which was appointed "to examint: Monis's • Universal Ma­

sonic I .ibrary' and report," bave given the subjed what consideration timt: 
has allowed, and ask leave to report-

That unquestionably a Masonic Library in each lodge would do much to 

incrt:ase the interest and the :Masonic Knowledge of the members, and tbertohy 

tend g reatly to promote the exercise by them of the cardinal virtues which 

our Order teaches. In many instances, much attention is given to the mere 

forms and ceremonies of the O rder, while the principles which those forms 

and ceremonies are designed to impress on our minds are too much neglected. 

The true mason is not he who js merely well versed in our forms and cere 

monies, but he, who is a living exemplification of masonic principles. 

You r committee believe the" Universal Masonic Library" of Bro. Morris, 

well adapted to the wants of our subordinate lodges. and recommend the 

adoption of the accompanying resolution. 

JOSIAH II. DRUMMOND, t C . 
G. F. S,\.RGKN't'

1 
r Olllllttttee. 

Rc,ohJcrl. That this Grand Lodge approve the" Universal Masonic Library" 

of Brother Morris, and recommend it to the subordinate lodges in this juris· 

diction. 
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\\'hic-h report was accepted, and the resolution, on motion, 

adopted. 

Bro. Hradf(lld submitted the followmg as amendments to the 

Constitution of the Grand Lodge: 

In Sec. z, An. 8, (p. 11 )-:.trike out, "in cases of emergency." 

In Sec. 2, Art. 9· (p. 11)-5trike out the words, "And be may grant dispen 

"sations for processions, and in cases of emergency, for conferring degrees." 

ln Sec. 1, Art. 10, (p. 12)- strike out," In cases of ,emergency they may 

"grant dispeusations for conferring the degree.~. and also for processions." 

In l;~c. 1, Art. ' ·I· (p. 15)- strike out, "shall have power to grant dispensa· 

"tions for conferring degrees, and in cases of emergency for public pro· 

., cessions." 

On motion, 
1 olt!d, That the Grund Lodge entertain the proposed amendments; and 

that they be referred to a ~pedal committee. to consider, and report thereon 

at the next annual communication. 

Bros. Freeman ijradford, Abner B. Thompson and John J. Bell 

were appointed said committee. 

The Grand Treasurer submitted a resolution to amend the 

Constitution, as follows : 

Rnoh•t!d. That Article Second, !:-iection First, of the Constitution of the 
Grand Lodge of lllaine be amended by ins~rting, aJter Grand Sword Bearer, 

the words" Won.bipfol (;rand Standard Bearer." 

On motion, 

l'olt'd, To entertain the pro)>Ohition. 

And it was referred to the sam\! com mittee with the preceding 

amendments. 

The Grand Lodge was then called (rom labor to refreshment, 

to meet at four o'clock this <liternoon. 

THURSDAY, May 7--An-ERNOON. 

The Grand Lodge was called from refreshment to labor at four 

o'clock. 
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On motion of Bro. Sargent, 

Voted, That eight hundred copies of the Report of Proceedings of this 

communication be printed. 

On motion, 

l'ot~d, That a Committee 011 Publication be appointed, with duti.:s, and 

authority. similar to those assigned laM year to that commitl«:t:. 

Bros. Bradford, Preble and Berry were appointed said com­

mittee. 

On motion of Bro. Sar~ent, S. G. Warden , 

Votctf, That the thanks or the Grand Lodge be tendered to the several 
lodges of Portland, for the use of this Hall for our communication for the 

present year. 

Bro. Burnham moved, that the Grand Secretary be directed to 
impress the Seal o( the Grand Lodge on all Diplomas issued to 

subordinate lodges. 

Voted, That the subject be refer red to the Committee on Publication, to be 

reported upon at the next annual communication. 

The minutes of proceedings at this communication were rc11d, 
. and confirmed by the Grand Lodge; after whic h, prayer having 

been offered, the Grand Lodge was closed in ample form. 

Attest: IRA BERRY, Grand Stcrd!lry. 

CURRECTIUN!:i. 

Page 305-rt:ad I I F.NRV C. Lov&J.r,, instead of Daniel K. Kennedy, in the 
Committee on Dispensations and Charters. 

Same page-the Committee on Grievances and Appeals is omitted, namely : 
P'R&EMAN BRADFORD, ] OliN J. BELL and }OHN L. ASHBY. 

Page Jl 5, 8th line from the bottom-read M &CHANICS' LODGE, in~tead of 
Star in the East Lodge. 
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~eports of District Deputy Gro.ud Mo.sters. 

FIRST DISTRICT. 

To the Jlfost /'Vorslripfu/ Grand Lodge of Jlfniw:. 

The undersigned, D. D. G. M. of the First Masonic District, respectfully 
submits the following report for the past masonic year. 

Having made a detailed report the preceding year, he deems it not neces· 
~ary to enlarge the present. He has ende;tvored to perform all the duties of 
his office, in conformity to the requirements of the Constitution of the Grand 
Lodge, ancJ in accordance with masonic usage. There have been some uu· 

plrfunnl occurrences in the district during the past year; bot he believes there 
is nothing now requiring a special reference to this Grand Lodge, the affairs 
of the several lodges now being reported generally" in a good and healthy 
condition, and harmony and good fellowship prevail among most of the Fra· 
ternity. 

Respectfully sttbmitted, 

T. J. MURRAY, .D. D. Grand ,/;faster. 

SECOND DISTRICT. 

To the Jllost Worshipful Grnnd Lodge of Jl.faiue. 

The undersigned, District Deputy Grand Master of the Second Masonic 
District, respectfully asks leave to submit his annual report. 

That there are in this district seven lodges, all of which 1 have visited once 
or more, with the exception o.f Blazing Star Lodge, at Rumford. J have dis· 
tributed to them the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge, and all blanks as T have 
received them from time to time from the Grand Secretary. 

Oriental Lodge, No. 13, at Harrison. This lodge, having no convenient 

27 
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place to meet in, h,iVe done no work do ring the masonic year. I ln the 8th of 

February last, 1 rct:ei' ed a petition signed by the officers and members of thi~ 

lodge, direc ted to the M. W . Grand Master, praying that a dispensation may 

be granted them to move their Charter, Hccor·d« and Vurniture frnm Nonh 

Bridgton to Harrison F'lat ; which petition was approved and signed by me, 

and forwarded to the 111. " '· Grand Master, and a di,pt:n~ation was granted. 

On the 29th of March, I visited tbem, and gave them instruction in the 

work and lectures. Their prospects now look well. Uues to Grand Lodge. 

$z.z5. 
Oxford Lodge. No. 18, at Norway. 1 visited this lodge April llit. They 

have corrected their '~ork: they now close their meetings, in roo m of calling 

off from one meeting to another; they have plenty of work in anticipation. 

Dues to Grand Lodge, S6-J7· 

Oriental Star Lodge, No. ::1, at Livermore. I visited this lodge March ZJd. 
This lodge has done more wo rk than any other in the district, during the past 

masonic year. They have rebuilt their hall during the past year, "hicb i, a 

c redit to them. This is the only hall owned uy any lodge in this district . 

Dues to the Grand Lodge, $13-75· 

Tranquil Lodge, No. 29, at Danville. This lodge I have visited several 

times during lhe year. At the annual communication in January, I met with 

them and installed tbt:ir officers. Dr. Joseph P. Fessenden, late Secretary, 
now W. Master, l have no doubt will acqui t him~clf wiLh honor, nncl fully 

sustain the reputation of this lodge. For a description of their records, I 

have only to refer you to pres.ont and past returns to Grand Lodge. Dues to 

Grand Lodge, ~ ~ J-50. 

Blaxing Star Lodge, No. JO. at Rumford. [ went to visit this lodge, but 

owing to the breaking up of the ice in the river, it was thought not sale to 

cross it, as several persons had been in during the day. lJues toG rand Lodge, 

$2.25-
Mount Moriah Lodge, No. 56, at Denmark. I visited this lodge March 

3oth. This lodge has not done any work during the past year. 1 met here 

Brother Cyril Pearl, whom they had engaged to give them a masonic lt:cture 

in the evening. I was not ahle to be present. I trust th~t much good will 

result from it. Dues to Grand l-odge, $2.25. 

Tyrian Lod~e, No. 75, at 1\'linot. I am a member of this lodge, and am 
present at most of its nteetings; can say. that the materials of tl* lodge (to 

sa~ nothing of the writer) are good, and that we endeavor to comply with the 

instructions of the Grand Lodge. At the annual communication in January, 

we were presented with a nice copy of the Holy Biult:, silver Square and Con1· 

pass. by the wives of the brethren of Tyrian Lodge--a valuable present to liS 

-at which time time I publicly installed the officers. Brother Zenas Thorup· 
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son, of Hethel, then addressed us in a very able ruanner on the subject of 
l\lasonry; after which we we sal down with our friends to an ample collation. 

Dues to Grand Lodge, $t 1.$8. 

In this masonic district there are two hundred and fifty-eight contributing 

memb.:n;. During the past year the re have been twenty initiations. Fees to 

Grand Lodge, for initiations, Szo.oo; annual fees for member:>hip. S32.::5; 
Totnl, Ssz.25; all of which I have paid to the Grand Treasurer. 

Gladly would I slop het·e, and close this report; but there arc vices (On· 

nected with members of scme of the lodges in this district, for which they 

~hould be severely reprimanded, a!Jd in some instances I fear that nothing 
short of suspension or expulsion will :mswer. I speak of the vices of profan­

ity and intemperance. There are rnen among us who profess lobe masons, 

"ho take the name of God upon their lips with anything but ·• that reverential 
awe due from the creature to his Creator," and who say, by their action:> al 

least, that "temperance" is not one of the "cardinal virtuo:s" of a mason. 

Are we not taught, in the first charge given to a brother, to shun that vice 

·• which will impair our faculties and debase the dignity of our profession"? 

Brethren, after we have tried in every way in our power to reclaim such, and 

have failed to do so, should we l•eep them in our lodges, and compel those 

who are an honor to the Fraternity to associate with them t Shall we have 

the finger of scorn pointed at us for keeping in our honorable order such men? 

Shall we, when performing the last solemn duties at the grave of a dece:~sed 

llrother, be compelled to hear from those around us, and jnstly too, that such 

au one, although clothed in symbolic emblems and mingling in the last sad 

rites, is filled with something besides the spirit of Religion and Masonry? 

Shall we keep from our Order, and from our lodges, men who would be an 

honor to us, but who will never join us until such things are remedied or re­
moved? Brethren, let us think of these things, and apply the working tools 

of the Fellow C raft, and if we, in our haste to obtain members, have got poor 

material, let us probe the defect to the bottom, and if we can fill it with some­

thing that is solid, well; and if not, then let us displace it and fill the breach 

\\ith those who will reflect a c redit to the institution. 

l laviflg had the honor of being appointed to the office of D. D. G. Master 

for two years. I decline a re·appointnrent, hoping that some brother more wor· 

thy than myself may be appointed my successor. 

All of which is most respeafully submitted, 

May 4• r858. DA lEL P. ATWOOD, D. JJ. G. tllnsta, 
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THIRD DISTRICT. 

To tlu tllost lVor.r/tijlful Crattd Lor(rr( o.f 11/aiuc. 

The subscriber, D. 0. G. Master for the Third Masonic District, would 
respectfully ask leave to make his annual report. 

There are ten lodges in this district, in good working order. I ha\·e visited 

Ancient Landmark, Freeport, United and Solar Lodges; and 1 ha\·e under· 
stood, through our Most W orshipful Grand Master. of the good condition of 
three other lodges in the western part of this dis trict, ho having had occasion 
to visit them the last year. 

The well known m;u;onic intelligence which characterizes the members of 
the lodges in this district, is good evidence of their skill and workmanship in 
the masonic art, and from the interest the lodges take in the ·welfare of the 
masonic Fraternity, I doubt uot the lodges in this district will sustain the high 
reputation which has always been accorded to them. 

1 have distributed all communications which I have been requested to by 
the Grand Secretary, and all blanks which 1 have been called on for by the 
subordinate lodges. l have granted some dispensations for conferring degrees 
in cases of emergency when 1 have been satisfied it was for the interest of 
Masonry, and in conformity to the regulations of the Grand Lodge, using, as 
1 consider, a proper discretion in the discharge of that power. 

1 extremely regret that it bas not heen in my power to visit personally all 
the lodges in the district, but circum~tances beyond my control have prevented. 

Thos" lodges which l did visit, I found it profilable to myself, and I hope 

no injury to them. 
I herewith annex an abstract from the returns of the lodges in the district. 

J OliN <.;. ll UMPHREVS, D. D . C. A!ast~r. 
May 3• r8s8. 

FOURTH DISTRICT. 

Tvlltt AI. IV. Crnntf l..vtfg~ o/ Jl!t1int. 

The undersigned, Ui~trict Deputy (;rand Master of the Fourth 1\la~onic 

District, respectfully submits the following report. 

There are in this district nine lodges, all of which l have visited once, and 
some of them twice, in the course of the year. The Proceedings of the Grand 
Lodge, and such diplomas and blanks as the lodges have from time to time 
needed, have been distributed. Sixteen dispensations have been granted dur­
ing the masonic year-not a large namher, if we consider that this portion of 
the State is largely engaged in commercial pursuits. 
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Lincoln Lodge. No. 3• of WiscMset. returns 34 members and 5 initiates; 

Orient Lodge. No. ' 5· of Thomaston, 57 members and 4 initint~ ; St. George's 
Lodge. No. 11i, of Warren, 39 members and 3 initates; Alna Lm.Lge. No. 43• 
of Damariscotta, 86 members and ll initiates; Aurora Lodge, No. 50, of l{ock ­
land. 129 members and 1 1 initiates; 1\ing Solomon's Lodge, No. 6 1. of Wal­
doborough. 29 members and 6 initiates; Bristol Lodge, No. 7·1· of ll• istol, 4 1 

members and 7 initiates; Rockland l.od~e. No. 79• of Rockland, 71 members 
and 4 initiates; and Eureku Lodge, No. 84, of St. George, 29 member~ and 
10 initiates. The whole number of affiliated masons in the dis trict, is 497· 
Thl! whole number initiated the past year, is 51!. The amount of dues to the 
G1and Lodge, is $Tzo. t z, which has heen paid to the Grand Treasurer. 

The lodges are all provided with suitable rooms and working apparatus, and 
/ll;tsters and members are filled wi th a laudable ambition to excel in the per­
formance of the work, as prescribed hy the G rand Lodge. 

During the year, I have been re<Jllested by theM . W. G rand Master to in ­
vestigate, and teport to him the nature of difficulties in Aurora Lodge, and in 
Rockland Lodge; concerning which difilculties he took such action as, in each 
ca~c, to him seemed proper. lt is to be hoped that each of these lodges will 

·s,lnn be restored to its wonted etlicicncy and harmony. 

There is, in ncarly a ll the by-laws of lhe lodges of this district, an article, 
"hich seems to the undersigned to be contrary to masonic law and usage. 

Said :micle provides that, whenever any office iii vacated hy death or resigna ­
tion, the lodge s hall. at a meeting appointed for the purpose, proceed to fi II 
the vacancy by ballot. W ardens have been thus elected ; and in one instance, 
whtm a Master had left the State for an indefinite period, an election wa~ held 
under the authority of a Warden, and a new Master elected and installed, 
wilhout the knowledge and consent of any officer of the G rand Lodge. The 
oritinal Mastet 1etumed hefore the expiration of the masonic year, and as­
serted that he was still the lllasto:r of the lodge; but, for the sake of harmony. 
that he would not claim his rights. The matter was not bronght to my 
knowledge until after the next Tegular election had passed by. and new officers 
were installed in due form. I am not aware that this Grand Lodge has. by 
any of Its regulations, expressed an opinion upon the point. 

Several of the lodges in the district have lost esteemed brothers, whose 
remains they have borne to the grave with the solemn rites of the O rder. S t. 
George's Lodge, of \Varren, mourns the loss of one known and honored 
throughout the State. John Miller, Pn~t Grand Master of this Grand Lodge, 
died, after a short illness, on the first day of June, 1857· Uuring a long and 
active life he had won, by amiable, discreet and ''irtuous conduct, tbe respect 
and love of all who knew bitn. 'fhrongh evil report and through good report, 
he had asserted, l.ty lips and life, the dignity and purity of our Institution· 

And as we sadly placed the mortal hody in its last resting plact!. and covered 
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it with the emblems of immortality, we tmsted that the freed spirit had ns­
cended to the ·• house not made with hands, etemal in the heavens." 

Respeclfully submitted, 
0. J. FERNALD, D. D. G. tlfnsl~t-. 

May t, tS)S. 

FIFTH DISTRICT. 

To tlu MoJt f'Vorshipfitl Cra11d L11dg~ of Jlfnim:. 

The Dis trict Deputy Grand Master of the Fifth Masonic nistrict ask~ leave 

to report-
That the brethren at Kendall's Mills, having obtained a dispensation frout 

the Most Worshipf'UI Grand Master to form a lodge at that place, T visited 

them on the 17th of March last, agreeably to his order, set them at work, and 

gave them all the instruction in the work and lectures, the short time I was 

with them would permit. There is good reason for believing that this lodge 

will Ro\trish, and become an ornament to the Order. The brethren desi re 10 

do their whole duty. 

There are ten working lodges in this masonic disirict, (including the lodge 

at Kendall,s Mill's under dispensation.) 

T have visited all the lodges in this district, excepting Hermon and Lafayette, 
and was prevented from visiting these by sickness, and bad traveling, and am 

happy to state that I found five of these. lodges showing a commendable zeal 
to conform to the work and lectures as reqltired by this Grand Lodge, and 

they deserve mu<:h ctedit for the accuracy attained. 
The lodge under dispensation at Kendall's Mills, also conform s trictly to 

the work and lectures. 
In relation to the two other lodges which T visited, 1 am constrained by my 

duty to this Grand Lodge, and to the O rder, to say, that their mode of work · 

ing, and lecruriug was to some extent censurable. 

In one of th.-.se lodges I found some of tbe work and lectures mtir~f.y mw, 
and wholly unmasonic, although contended for by some of the older brethren. 

But in justice to the Master of this lodge, I would say that his inRuence has 
been, and will continue to be exerted for a strict compliance with the require· 

ments of this Grand Lodge, and masonic usasge; his effor ts cannot fail, in 

time, of being crowned with success. 

In the other lodl\e 1 found the mode of working very imperfect, but a dis· 

position on the part of the officers and members to remedy all defects, and 

have since been informed that considerable improvement has been effected. 

I gave the above lodges all the instruction in the work and lecrures, and 

such other masonic information as was deemed necessary. 
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The Order generally. in this district. is in a healthy and flou rishing condition. 

I have distributed the necessary blanks, reports, &c., to the se\'eral lodges 

in the dist rict, as furni~hed me by the Grand Secretary. 

All of which is respectfully submiued, 

M. E. IIAMLEN, D. D. C. il!,TS/<r 
May 1, 18sR. 

SI XTH DISTRICT 

Tt1 lti£" .lfosl lf'onltlffitl Grand L PriJ:t! of Jll11ine. 

The unders igned, 0 . 11. G Master of the Sixth Masonic District, respec t­

fully asks lcnve to submil the following report. 

In consequence of sickne.•~. and having been confined to the house for some 

months pn.~t, I have betn unoble to attend personally to the duties of visiting 

a.ll the lodges in this district. J deputized Brothers lliram Chase, of Belfast, 

]. II. Fuller, of ~·reedom, and Samuel Chase. of Camden, who visited the 

following lodges, viz : Phtenix Lodge, Belfal't; Mariners' of Searsport; Star 

in the West, of Unity; lloward, of Frankfort; Mount Hope, of l!ope; and 

Sr. !'nul's. of Rockport; they severally report th$e lodges all in a good and 

healthy condition, and perfect union and hannony prevailing among the b1eth· 

ren. 

Previous to being confined to the house, T officially visited Amity Lodge, at 

Camden; Island Lodge, at lslesboro; Unity Lodge. at Freedom; (and uy 

request installed their officers) King David's Lodge, at Lincolnville; anrl 

lliram Ahiff Lodge, at West Appleton, under dispen!laticm. The.~e lodges, J 
a 111 happy to say, arc all in a llourishing condition; their records are well kept. 

and there is a manifest desire to conform to the ancient and established l<~nd­

marks of the Order. 

On the 4th of December, 1857· by virtue of a commission from the Most 
Worshipful (:rand ~laster, T opened a Deputy Grand Lodge at Islesboro', 

and puhlicly consecrated Island Lodge, and installed their officers. This lodge, 

although young in years, I am happy to say deserves great praise for their 

energy and spirit in arcomplishing what they have the past year. Laboring 

under many disadv;~ntages and having a strong anti-masonic influence to con­

tend against. they have succeeded in getting up a good lodge, and have taken 
tile utmost pains to perfect themselves in the work and lectures, and confom1 

to the ancient landmark.~ of the Order, they have a lso labored under a further 

disadvantage in not having any hall suitable for their meetings ; they are now, 

however, making arrangement!! to erect a building suitable £or a good hall. 

1 have diAtrihuted tbe necessary blanks to the several lodges within the 

distoict, ::ind given snch in..~truction nll the state of my health would permit. 
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The number of members returned is . ............ .15•1 
Nnmper of Initiations, ........... oo .......... oo .. 6 t 

Amount of Initiation fees, .. .. . ................... oo .. $6t.oo 

Amount of Annual fees, . .. ....... . ...... . ...... 00 ••• 411-25 

Total, oo . .. . .. . . 00 00 .. .. ..... . ... 00 •• $105.25 

Which amount 1 have forwarded to the Grand Treasurer. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

May r, 1858. M. CREliORE, D. D. C. IJfnttt r. 

SEVENTH DISTRICT. 

Tn tlu /J1fJ.rl ~Vor.rhipfiil Cra11d Lodgi! of /Jifaille. 

The District Deputy Grand Master of the Seventh Masonic District here­

with submits his annual report. 

'rhis district now contains thir teen lodges, several more than any other in 

the State, scattered too over nearly one-half the territory of the State; yet 

such are the business relations of the brethren in the lodges who compose the 

district, that it is not easy to propose any mode iu which the district .can be 
divided conveniently to the brethren in the dL~trict. 

I am happy to state that during the year no difficulty has arisen which ha~ 
required my intervention, in or between any of the lodges in my district. 

My position has been such that l have not been able to visit all the lodges 

in my district during the year: l am, however, happy to state, that in those J 

did visit I found the right spirit to exist, and general peace and prosperity to 
abound within their walls. From those 1 was unable to visit, l have received 

satisfactory assurance that they are doing well , except Pioneer Lodge, No. 72, 

at Plantation No. 1 t , in the County of Aroostook. This lodge is situated one 

hundred and thirty miles beyond any other lodge in this jurisdiction, and has 

never received the visit of any officer of this Grand Lodge; and for the last 

two years it has neither been represented. nor has it made any •t:turns or paid 

its dues. Previous to that time it had been rep resented at the Grand Lodge, 

and at the Convention of a Lodge of Instruction called by me at llangor, 

December 9· rSs6, it had a rep resentative present. I would recommend that 

whoever may succeed me in the office of District Deputy Grand Master, shouJd 

visit tbis lodge at an early day. 

On the twenty-third day of September last, the M. W. Grand Master, R. P. 

D unlap, formally and in public consecrated Benevolent Lodge, No. 87, at 

Carmel, at which time a very handsome gathering of the fraternity were pres 

ent. 
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On the twelfth of March last, I approved the petition of Thomas Goodale 

and others. for a lod~e at Lincoln, in the County of l'enobscot; but hy some 

mistake the approval was sent to the wrong office. and was not received in 

season to be presented to the Grand l\la.~ter before the meeting of the Grand 

Lodge. 
From the returns of the lodges in thL~ district, 1 have coudenst!d the follow-

ing: 
Whole number of Members, ........ , ..... ······399 
Number of Initiates, ................... . ....... 79 

Amount of Initiation fees, .................. .... ... ... S79.00 

Amount of Annual fees, .................. . ..... . -·· · 49.87 

Total due~ to Grnnd Lodge •... . ........... $128.87 

All of which is rc<pectfully submitted, 

May'· •Ss8. JOli N J. HELL, "D. D. G. Nasltr. 

EIOHTH DISTRICT. 

To I he 11/osl /Vor.rhipful Gr<lnd lt~IK•" ol Jl!nine. 

The undt!rsigned, District Deputy Grand Master of the Eighth Ma.~onic 

District, respectfully asks leave to submit the following report. 

There are four lodges in this di~t ricr, all of which I have visited tbe pa.~t year 

except two, and have found them in a f\oorishing and healthy condi tion. 

The two lodges alluded to were Rising Sun at Orland. and Felicity at Hucks 

port, which I wns prevented from vbiting. owing to a bad storm at the ap­

pointed time, but 1 appointed, hy reqne~t. two good brethren living in the 

vicinity of those lodges, viz: Brothers Samuel Dorr and John II. Sherman, to 

install the officers of Rising Sun Lodge, at Orland; and Brother D. C. Homer 

to install the officers of Felicity Lodge, at Bucksport; which duty they per­

formed, and made report to me, which was highly satisfactory. 

All communi.:ations made to me, intended for the Grand Lodge, or for the 

several subordinate lodges. have been dnly attended to; and documents and 

blanks from time to time received. have been distributed, a nd a new supply of 

diplomas will be wanted. 
There are, belonging to these lodges, one hundred and sixty·three mem· 

hers; there have been eight initiations. 
The whole amount o f dues from the several lodges in this district is $28.37• 

which has been paid to the Grand Treasurer, taking his receipt for the same. 

All which i~ respectfully submitted, by 

May •· •Ssg. S. r. THOMAS, D. D . G. /llasl<'r. 
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NINTH DISTRICT. 

To the ll'fo.rl Wnrsllipful Gruud l.od.![t! t'.( llltlinc. 

The unden~igned, Distnct lJeputy (;rand Ma:Her for the Ninth MnRonir 

nistrict, respectfully reports-

That the several lodges in this masonic district are all well officered, and arc 

all in fair working order, ;md endeavor to conform as near aq may be in their 

work to the system of work adopted by the Grand Lodge, and exemplified 

by the G rand Lecturer, Brnther Dockham. l ha,·e visited all the lodges in the 

district, and given them such instruction and advice as seemed ne~:essary, and 

a.~ time would admit. With some of them [ have spent more than one even· 

in g. With Narraguagus LQdge, at Cherryfield, l spent several days; during 

which time the work was fully exemplitied and explained, and a candidate in 

itiated, passed a,nd raised tn the ~uhljme degree of ~laster Mason. That 

lodge, although lJut recently chn rtered, i consider to he in good working order. 

At my visit to St. Croix Lodge, at Calais, the work on th" Master's degree 
was exemplified, and such instruction and encouragement given as their cir· 

cumstances seemed to require and the time would permit. 'l'hi~ is a large and 

respectable lodge. and has usually had a fair amount of work to do; btll fot 

the past year, as appears from their retu ms, they have had but very little 

work to do, but from lhe spirit manifested by the brethren while I was with 

them, I think they will not be easily discouraged, and I trust that they will 

keep their lodge in order, and all their tools and implement-; ~harp and bright 

and ready for use when any work tJf the oight kind may offer, and that no 

rust may be suffered to accumulate npon nnything pertaining to their lodge 

o r to Masonry. 

By dispensation, the officers of the fo llowing lodges were all publicly in­

stalled in connection with my visits to them, viz:- \>Varren, No. ~. at East 

Machias; C rescent, No. 78, at l'embrokt; Washingtun, :\o. J7• a\ Lubec; 

and Eastern, No. 7· at Eastport. The installation services were accompanied 

by the usual exercises on such occasions; the address was by Rev. Brother 

). J .. Sanborn, Pastor of the Baptist Church in East Machias ; and much of 

the pleasure and success of my visits to the several lodges b due to his pres· 

ence and address, for which he has my most l'ordial and heaoty thank!<. The 

address was one well calculateod to spread the cement of urothcoly love and 

affection among the brethen. and lead them to look beynnd onr forms and 

cereno onie;;; deep into the heart and principles of the Ordt:r, and to t: levatl' the 

character of Masonry in the e.,~ timntion of the crowded audiences which on 

every occasion listened with marked attention and interest to the address and 

other exercises. 
Pursuant ton warrant from the l\lost Worshipful Grand Ma~ttr, appointing 

and t!mpowering me to cnnstitutt Narraguagus Lodge, at Cherryfit'ld, I at· 
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tended to that duty, and constituted said lodge in due form, on Tuesday. the 

1wenty·third day of March, the return of which was duly transmiued to the 

G rand Secretary. ln the evening, the officers of said lodge were publicly in · 

stalled, in the presence of a c rowded audience; the address by Rev. Brother 

Sanl>om, and all the services and ceremonies of the occasion, passed off with 

the same happy auspices as on lhe installation occasions before mentioned. 

1 have not received the C rand Lodge dnes from this lodge; it is s till in 

debt for its necessary furniture, regalia, &c .. and petitions the Grand Lodge for 

a remission of its Grand Lodge dues. I recommt>nd that their request be 

complied ,.;th. 

llarwood Lodge, under dispensation, at Machias, is now organi1.ed. and has 

commenced work. I have visited that lodge twice; three candidates have 

been initiated, dispensations having IJeen granted rhem for that purpose. The 

dispensation for rhis )()dge having been granted since the firs.\ of April, they 

make no return to me. I recommend that their dispensation he continued 

s ix months, or that the Most Worshipful Grand Maste r be authorized to grant 

a cha•ter at such time within the year a.~ he may think it advisable to do so. 

The attention of the seve•al lodges in this di •trict has heen called to the 

hy·laws proposed by the Grand Lodge at its last annual rommonication £or 

the consideration of the lodges; yet I ha1·e not received any report on the 

subject from any of them, with the ex~eptiunb of Crescent Lodge, which re­

por~ I forward just as it came to me, and from Warren Lodge, which voted 

against the code proposed. I have received no returns from Washingt<1n 
Lodge, Lubec. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

May 1, r ~;S. JOli N 1'. HARRIS. D. D. C . .1/rrster. 

TENTH DISTRICT . 

1'o lh~ Afo.tt ffltJYSlnPJiil Cr11ntl / ,ot(IJt' of .1filifl•'· 

The undersigned, District De1mty Grand Mast~r for the T enth Ma,onir 

Di!<t•ict, has the plea~ure of presenting this his annual report. 

In this district there are five lodges, all of which are in a prosperous and 

healthy condition, and nothing has occurred, dtuing the pa~ t year. to interrupt 

that harmony which should always prevail among the frate rnity. And while 

the brethren, generally, are disposed to allow all worthy applicants to receive 

the benefitS of our institution. there is a commendable and increasing interest, 

to gu:\rd well the avenues against all who are unworthy. And as l!ome may 

" run well for a season," and afterwards eAhibit marks of moral deformity, I 
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ha,·e recommended to the brethren to look within the lodge, apply the plumb 

and square, and should any exhibit rough corners, use the gavel; and if that 

will not bring them into shape, reject them; for none should be :.llowed to 

wear the honors of our institution. while their daily walk and con~er~ation 
disgrace us. 

The Work and Lectures, as appro\•ed by the Grand Lodge, are received 
and adopted in all the lodges in my jurisdiction, except Somerset Lodge, at 

Skowhegan. In this lodge are many worthy brothers. who were bright masons 

before the general susvension of labor. And when Masonry revived, having 

slumbered some twenty years, they put the work and lectures together as best 

they could, and commenced work. This work and these lectures, with some 

few additions and t~lterations, made from time to time, they adhere to now. 

a~ the only Ancient Craft Masonry. These brethren have the best interest of 

Masonry at helrt, and are entitle<.! to much credit for the interest they have 
manifeMtecl in the cause. Their landmarks are correct, and there is nothmg in 

their work particularly ccnsu rable. Yet they manifest a strong prejudice 
against the approved work and lectures, and have thus far resisted every at· 

tempt to introduce them. Hut r have reason to believe that this prejudicf' is 

beginning to subside, and that ere long this lodge will cheerfully •· conform to 
every edict of the Grand Lodge." 

All or which is respectfully submitted, 

May '· d~ss. 0. R. BACliELLEI{, /J.D. C. Jllustt'l'. 
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J:ist • of • Subordinat~ • J:odg~s, 

WITH THEIR.. . PRINCIPAL . OFFICERS. 

AS RETURNE D APRIL 11 1858. 

FIRST DISTRICT . 

1<. W. TtMuTilY J. MURRAY, Saco, 0. D. G. M. 

:;aco, 9· !:iaco. William llouson, "; Mark Prime, sw; Andrew ll obson, JW; 

J\I!Jen l'~y~e r, s. Stated 1\le~:tings, First W ednesday of each month, 
and third Wednesday of each month, except June, July, Augul>t and Sep­
u~mber. 

York, 2::, Kennebunk. Amos J.unt, M; Alvah Cook, sw: john II. Ferguson, 
JW; A. ?.1. Mendum, s. Stated. Meetings, Monday on or before the full 
moon. 

Adoniram, ~7. Limington. 1!'-aac N. Bradbury, \1; Wm. M. lllcArthur, sw; 
I lenry 1'. Waldron, JW; Arthur M~cArthur, s. Stated Meetings, Tuesday 
on or before full moon . 

Freedom, -12, Limerick. Aaron I I. Libby, M ; William Cobb, sw; Mark 
Wood, J w; Samuel B. Phil pol, s. Stated Meetings, Wednesday on or 
preceding full moon. 

Dunlap, 47• Biddeford. Francis A. Small, M; John H. l3umham, sw; Sim· 
eon 1'. Mc Kenney, JW; I-' red 0. Edgerly, s. Stated Meetings, first Mon· 
in each month. 

Fraternal, 55• Alfred. W. II. lllille r, M; T. F. Turner, sw; j efferson 1\louJ­
ton, JW; M. W. Emery, /acting) s. Stated Meetings, Wednesday on or 
before Lht! full moon . 

• \rundel, 76, Kennebnnkporr. II. H. Chadbourne, ~~: Clark Peterson, sw; 
John S. D:l\•is, JW; f!. W, Goodwin, s. Stated Meetings, Tuesday on or 
before full moon. 
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SECOND DISTRICT. 

R. ,V. i\l'GUSTUS CALLAIIAl\, Lewiston, D. H. G. r-1. 

(ltiental, IJ.llarrison. A.M. Savage, M; Jacob Chaplin, sw; ,\sa \Varr~n. 

J" ; i\ uMin S. Frbbie, s. Stated Neetings, l\londay on or before full 

moon. 

Oxford, 18, Norway. George W. Millett. 'I; Benjamin G. Harrows, sw: 

Oliver A. llall, JW: Henjamin Greeley, s. Stated Meetings, Thur~day 

of the week of the full moon. 

Oriental Star, 2 1, Livermore. George llates, M; Gideon Ellis, sw; john I>, 

I lodge, JW; Lewis A Farrar, s. Stated Meetings, Tuesday on or before 

every full moon. 
Tranquil, 29, Danville. jo~epb P. l'es$enden, M; Isaac II. Weston, sw; 

Albert H. S111a ll , JW; Augustus Callahan, s. Statt:d Meetings, '\>Vednes· 

day 0 11 or before full moon. 
Hlazing Star, JO, Rumford Centre. I. A. Putnam, M; James N. Brickell, 

sw; Aaron J. Abbott, JW; james M. J)ollof£, s. Stated Meetings, Wctl · 

ne~~day on or JHececlin.a: full moon. 
Mount Moriah, 56. Denmark. Levi P. Sawyer, M: M.S. Gray, sw; Francis 

L. Rice, sw; Sewall Fly, s. Stated Meetings, Wednesday on or before 

full moon. 

Tyrian, 73• Minot. josiah Carr,"; A. Golderman, sw; Alont.o 1'. l.amh, 

JW; 0. H. Dwinal, ~. Stated 1\leeting!l, Thursday on or before full moon. 

THIRD DISTRICT. 

·~· w. Wll .t.IA~I r. I'REilLE, l'Oitland, u. 1>. G. ~1. 

l'ortland, 1, Portland. llenry C. Lovell, M; Charles F. King, sw; llanison 

U. llrown, JW; Moses Dodge, s. !ltated Meetings. second Wednesday 

of each month. 

United, 8, Brunswick. joseph Stetson, ~~; Charles Crosman, sw; <.:has. F.. 
Owen, JW; William l:laker, s. Stated Meetings, Tuesday evening on or 

1Jefore full moon. 
Cumberland, 1~, Nt:w Glouceste r. Timothy 11. Weymouth, M; George W. 

Plummer, sw; john Preble, JW; William Burns, s. Stated Meetings. 

l\londay before full moon. 
Solar, r 4, Balh. john Mathews, M; Malcolm McQuarrie, sw; A. C. Hewey, 

JWi J.P. Allen, s. Stated Meetings, first Tbursday of each rnonth. 
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Ancient Landmark, '7· l'ortland. W:trren l'hi ll ip~. M; ()liver Gerri~h, sw: 

Stevt!n~ ~mith, JW; Ira B.,rry, s. ~tate<.l Meetings, lir::.l Wedne.,day in 

e.u:h month. 

l'r eepo rt, ~J. Freepoot. john Collins, M; Samuel Thiug, sw; John L. Kel· 

sey, JW : IJ iram Dennison, s. Stated Meeting:~, Monday on or bef<>re fu ll 

moon. 

t'.l5CO, J6. \'arnwnth. Nicholas Drinkwater, M; Daniel 1\1. Stubbs. bW; 

Samuel (;ooding, JW; james C. Oill, s. Stated 1\'Teetingij, T uesday on 

before full moon. 

llarmony. 38, Gorham. J 1. Stevenl>, ~J; 1\ rthur :'>f. Benson. sw; A~a C. 

l'almer, Jll'; John (.. Card, s. Stated Meetings, Wednesday evening on 

or befo re full moon. 

Allantic, St, Portland. William 1'. Preble, ": Franklin Fox, sw :. l<ufus 

I I. Hinkley, J'' ; 1\ . lll. Burton, s. Stated Meetings, third W ednesday 
evening of t!ach month. 

Temple, So, Saccarappa. John 1.. Ashl!y , M: David W. Unbb, sw; Lewis P. 

Warren, JW; II. 1'. ;\lurch, s. Slated :.leetings, Tuesday evening of 

e' ery \\eek on which the moon is full. 

FOURTH DISTRICT. 

R. w. OLIVI'R J. FERN/\1. (1, Thomas ton, n. 1>. G. M. 

Lincoln. J· Wiscasset. Dan'! K. Kennedy, M ; Calvin R. l laraden, sw ; Geo. 

Scott, JW; S. W. Robinson, s. Stated Meetings, Thnr.1day evening pre­

vious to full moon. 
Orient. 1 s. Thomaston. E. 1:1. l linkley, M; George F. Carr. sw; R. A. 

Lowell. Jll': H. C. J,evcnsaler, s. ::5tnted llleetings, each Tuesday pre· 

ceding full moon. 

St. George's, ro, Warren. Alden 1\1. Wetherbee, ~~; Jas. S. Cobb, sw; john 

C. <...:mwford. JW; Alexander Crawford , s. Stated Meetings. on or pre­
ceding full moon. 

A Inn, 43• Damariscotta. Daniel A . Campbell, M; 'E. W. Stetson, sw; Henj . 

K Lombard, JW; Isaac Chapman, s. Stated :11eetings, Wednesday on o r 
preceding full moon. 

Aurora, 50, Rockland. Thomas 1.1. Glover, sw (acting Maste r); Samuel l:l ry· 

ant, JW; l<icharcl Walke r, s. Stated Meetings, Wednesday e1·ening pre­
ceding the full moon. 

King Solomorr's, 61, Waldolx>rough. Tho's Genthner, M; Albion P. Oakes, 

sw; Sarnuel Vance, JW; john Balch, s. Stated Meetings, Friday on or 
before full moon. 
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Bristol, 7 I• Bristol. fames H. Varney, M; George U. Muchmore, sw: A bel 

C. Huston, JW; James Varney. s. Stated llleetings, Monday before 

full moon. 

l<ockland, 79· Rockland. Wm. Farrow, M: David H. Ingraham, sw: Chas. 

I I. Cables, JW: T. II. McLain, s. Stated Meetings, Tuesday evening 

preceding full moon. 
Eureka, 84. St. c:eorge. Lewis Ogier, M; J. II. Bradford, SW; John E. 

Dailey, JW; S. H. Jackson, s. Stated Meetings. Thursday evening. 

FIFTH DI STRICT. 

R. W. FRM~t: l!:l J. DAY, Ilallowell, D. D. G. 1\'L 

Kennchec, 5· llallowell . Francis J. Day, M: Hiram Fuller, sw; Greenleaf 

Robinsvn, JW; Daniel Russell, s. Stated i\l eetings, W ednesday on or 

before full moon. 
Village, z6. Bowdoinham. A. If. Cheney, M; Cnnvers Purington, S\\1'; Wm. 

H. Wood, JIY; J. C. Adams, s. Stated Meetings, W ednesday preced· 

ing full moon. 
I krmon, 3:, (;ardiner. James M. Colson, M; Thomas S. Foster. sw; Chas. 

Usgood, JW ; II. ugu~tus Hailey, s. Stau:d :\1 eetings, Tuesday on or be­

fore full moon. 
Waterville, JJ

1 
Waterville. Charles :II. :\lorse, M; E . G. Meader. sw; C. R . 

Mcf"adden, JW; Edward l!. Piper, s. Stated )leetings, Monday on or 

before c,·ery fnll moon. 
Hethlehem, JS• Augusta. Daniel C. Stanwood, )J; Wolfe joseph, sw: Sam'! 

Moody, JW; Jostlph N. ::,outher, s. Stated tlleetings, Monday preceding 

full moon. 
Central, 45· China. lllark Rollins, Jr., M; Daniel W. Griffin, sw; l'erry Gil ­

man, JW; (). W. Washburn, s. Stated Meetings, Wednesday on or be· 

fore full moon. 
Lafayette ,,s. Readfield. l!:m~ry 0. llean. M; /\sa Gile. sw; I. S. Chapman, 

JW; Matthew llayward, s. Stated Meetings, Satnrday on or next hefore 

full moon. 
Vassalboro', 54• Va:;salboro. jos.,ph E. Wing, M; Ezekiel Small , Jr., sw; 

l;eorge W. llusey, JW; Edw:od Gray, s. Stated Meetings, Tuesday on 

or before full moon. 
Richmond, 63, Richmond. James C. Boynton, M; D. W. C. Chamberlain, 

sw; George lJ . Hatch, JW; Sumner Adams, s. Stated Meetings, Mon· 

day on or befor.: full moon in each month. 
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SIXTH DISTRICT. 

R. W. SAMU~:I. CHASE, Camden, IJ. D. G. M. 

Amity, n, lamdtn. Samuel Chase, M; Elbridge G. Knight, ~w; Robert W. 

jacobs, JW; .joseph 0 . Myrick, s. Stated Meetings, Friday evening on 

or before full moon each month. 

l'htcniK, 24, Helfast. Alden D. Chase. M; II. F . Jones, sw; GeorgeS. Chase, 

JW; Timothy Thorndike, s. Stated Meetings, Monday on o r preceding 
full moon. 

Unity, 58, Freedom. Jonathan II. Fulle r. ~t ; J. U. Thompson. sw; James 

Weed, JW; llenry Thompson, s. Stated Meetings, Thursday on or pre­

ceding full moon. 

Mount II ope, 59, H ope. j osiah H obbs, M ; G. M. Black in ton, sw ; Church 

Fish, JW; Henry H obbs, s. Stated Meetings, Wednesday preceding full 
moon. 

King David's, 6z, Lincolnville. David llowe, M; Amos Pendleton, sw; 
David B. Dec row, JW; llenry C rehore, s. Stated Meetings, Tuesday on 

o r preceding full moon. 

Mariners', 68, Searsport. M. Packard, M; C. H. W hitney, sw ; D. V. Mitch­

ell, JW; lsaiah Blethen, s. Stated Meetings, T uesday at o r preceding 

full moon. 

Howard. 159, l<'mnkfort. Elisha C. Arey, M; job Lord, sw; Edward II. Hop· 

kins, JW; Benjamin Thompson, zd, s. Stated Meetings, Friday on o r 

pH~ceding full moon. 

St. l'aul's, 82, Rockport. P. J. Carleton, M; Oliver Andrews, sw; J. II. 

Gould, JW; A us tin Sweetland, s . Stated Meetings, Monday evening pre­

ceding ful l moon. 
Stnr in the West, 85, Unity. Charles Taylor, M; N. W. Stetson, sw; B. B. 

Stevens. JW; Otis Cornforth. s. Stated ~reetings. Tuesday preceding 

full moon. 

Island, 79• Is lesboro'. Otis F . Coombs, M; John P. Farrow, sw; Thomas 
Boardman, JW; Simon D. Sprague, s. Stated Meetings, Saturday on o r 

preceding full moon. 

IIi ram A biff, IJ. n., West A pplcton. Acting officers--William Morong, M ; 

Asa Gowen, sw; William Legh.r, JW; John Adams, s. Stated Meetings, 

Thursday on o r before full moon. 

SEVENTH DISTRICT. 

R. W . SiLAS ALDEN, Bangor, 0. D. G. M. 

Rising Virtue, 1 o, Bangor. G. F. Sargent, l\I; j e remiah Fenno, sw; George 

W. Snow, JW; A. M. ~haw, s. Statt:d Meetings, Tuesday evening on or 

preceding full moon. 

28 
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Somerset, Jl• Skowhegan. joseph Philbrick, M; A. D. Murray, sw; Henry 
A. Wyman, JW; L. L.. Morrison, s. Stated l\Ieetings. Monday on or be· 

fore full moon. 
Blue Mountain, 67, Phillips. Cunis Smith, M; J. F. l' rescott, s w ; S. II. 

Lowell, JW ; II. W . Dow, s. Stated Meetings, Wednesday next full 

moon. 
Keystone, So, Solon. Isaac W. Adams, M; II. ,V. Chaney, sw; joel Colby, 

JW; 0. R. Bacheller, s. Stated Meetings, Wednesday on or preceding 

full moon. 

Trustees of the Charity Fund--1858. 

HIRAM CHASE, Grand Master, 

JosiAH H. DRUMMOND, Deputy Grand Master, 

G. F. SARCENT, Senior Grand Warden, 

S. B. DocKHAM Junior Grand Warden, 

Ex-Officio. 

" 
" 
" 

IRA BERRY, Recording Grand Secretary, " 

CHARLES B. SMITH, elected May 2, r8s6, for three years. 

STEPHEN WtO:OBJo:R, " " " " " .. " 

I SAAC DowNING, 
.. May S• t8S7• " " 

GEORGE CRAW~'ORD, " May 4, 18s8, " " 

JoHN WILLIAMS, 
.. ,, 

" " .. .. " 

RoBERT!P. DUNLAP, " " " " " " 
,, 
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OFFICERS OF THE GRAND LODGE, 

INSTALLED MAY 5 , 1858. 

M.W. IIIRAM Cll ASE, Grand J\f aster, Belfast 

J. II. DRUMMOND, Deputy Grand Master, Waterville 

G. F. SA !WENT Senior Grand Warden, Bangor 

S. 13. DOCKHAM. Junior Grand Warden, Warren 

MOSES DO!JGE, Grand Treasurer, Portland 
.. IRA BERRY, Rec. Grand Secretary, Portland 

DA ''L C. STA ' WOOD, Cor. Grand Secretary, Augusta 

W.& Rev. CYRUS CUMMINGS, Grand Chaplain, l'ortland 

" CYRIL PEARL, " Baldwin 

JOH N L. ASIIBV, Saccarappa 

]. L. SANBORN. East Machias 

HENRY COX, " Portland 

II. C. LEONARD, " Waterville 

WALTER FOSS, Leeds 

EZEKIEL ROBINSON, .. Bath 

w. JOliN BENSON, Grand Marshal, Newport 

.. E. P. BURNIJAM , Grand Senior Deacon, Sa co 

]. 1. STEVENS, Grand junior Deacon, Gorham 

JOSHUA IIERRlCK, Grand Steward, Alfred 

DAVID BARKER, .. Exeter 

R. W. KENNARD, " Portland 

)O IL N J. BELL, Carmel 

ALDEN D. C IIASE, Grand Sword :Bearer, Belfast 

A. M. WET II ERBEE, Grand Pursuivant, Warren 

DAVID HOWE, Lincolnville 

Bro. JO li N DAIN, Grand Tyler, Portland 
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PERMANE NT MEMBERS. 

M. w. Wll.t.IAM KtNC,* 

SIMO:'ol GREENLEAF,. 

WtLLlAM SWAN,* 

CKARL.ES Fox,• 
SAMUEL FESSENDEN, 

ROUEKT P. DUNLAP, 

NATHANIEl. COFFIN, 

" 
" 

.. 

RF.UEL WASil KUltN, 

A RNER B. TltuMPSON, 

IIEZEKIAIJ \VILl.IAMS, 

TttOMAS w. SMITH,* 

jOHN T. PAINE, 

Al. EXANDER If. l 'UTNEY. 

]osgru C. Sn:vENS, 

]0111~ C. fiU MI'HREYS, 

FRF.Y.~lAN BRAl!t'ORI), 

T l MOTILY CIIASE1 

]OliN M lLJ.EK,• 

]Au•:z TRUE, 

R. W. PELF:n St•.RM:ue, 

" 

" .. 

.. 

AMOS NOURSE, 

DAVIn C. MACO UN, 

ASAI'II R. N I CIIOLS1 

jAMES 1- CIIILJ>, 

EJ.JS IIA HAR riiNC,* 

SAMUEL L. VALENTINE.* 

]OliN L. MECQ UIER,• 

GEORG" THATCHER, 

jOEL 1\fn.t.ER,* 

EZRA B. FRENCH, 

ISAAC DOWNINC, 

'WtLI.IAM ALI, EN, 

STEPHEN \VEIJBER, 

FRYK I I Au.,• 

WILLIAM SOMERBY1 

THOMAS B. JOHNSTON, 

Vvtt.LIAM KIMilALL, 

]Om~ \VILLIAMS, 

Bath, 

Cambridge, Mass., 

Portland, 

Portland, 

Portland, 

Bmnswick, 

Illinois, 

Lh·ermore, 

Brunswick, 

Castine, 

Augusta, 

Somerville, l\1:lss., 

Caliiomia, 

Bangor, 
Brunswick, 

Portland, 

Belfast, 

\Varren, 

n:mgor, 

Boston, 

Bath, 

Bath, 

August:!, 
Augusta, 

Augusta, 
Bangor, 

l'ortland, 

Portland, 

Thomaston, 

Damariscotta, 

Kennebunk, 

Portland, 

Gardiner, 

Lewiston, 

Ellsworth, 

Wiscasset, 
l'ortland, 

Bangor, 

P.G.M. .. 

" 

" 

I'. D.C. M. 

" 

.. 

.. 
1'. S. G. W. 

" 

.. 
P. ]. G. W. 
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STANDING REG ULATIONS. 

1847· May 6. Vutrd, That hereafter, each subordinate lodge shall pay annu· 
ally to the C rand l.odge. one-eighth of a dollar for each of its members; 
and that the sum thus paid, be :1ppropriated in whole or in P.'Hl, to the 
paymtnt of the expense of one delegate from each lodge, who shall at­
tend the annual communication of the vrand Lodge. 

1!151. May 7· A'rslll7ird, That no clnes of a ~ubonlinate lotlgc be remitted. 
unless upon the petition of such lodge, and the report o( a committee 
thereon. 

•Ssz. May 7- rutl't.!. That in addition to reasonable notice in one or more 
public newspapers. the Grand Secretary he required hereafter, to notify 
all meetings of the Gr:~nd Lodge, by :~ddres:.ing a circular to tht sev­

eral officers and permanent memhers thereof; and one to each subordi­
nate lodge, stnting the time when their returns should bo made, dues 
paid. &c. 

1~52. May 7- Rrsnhwl, That it is the sense of this Grand Lodge. that it is 
contrary to the established roles of 17 reemasonry, for one lodge to craft 
or raise an I•.ntcrcd Apprentice, initiated ill another lodge, \\ithout the 
recomnu:ndation and CQnsent of the lodge in which he wa~ initiated. 

1il53· May 6. rult·d, upon a construction of the standing regul:ttion of J\lay 
6, t8,17• that no representative of a subordinate lodge is cnt itlet.lto pay 
as such except for actual travel. 

1854- May 5· Rr.roh,ed, That. in the opinion of this G1and Lodge, no candi· 
date should he perrnilled to receive the degree of Fellow Craft or 
Master Ma.~on, without a sufficient knowledge of the preceding degree 
to prove himself as a mason of such a degree in the usual manner, un­
less in a case of absolute emergency; and that a more hasty manner 
is unrnasonk pnd reprehensible. 

1856- May z. .Re.10h1ed, That all subordinate lodges shall return annually, 
as members, all masons who have been admitted to membership in 
their respective lodges, and whose residence is in this State at the time 
of making said return, subject to the following exceptions, viz: All 
mini~ters or the gospel who have received the degrees without charge, 
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and all masons who have heen lawfully expelled or honorably discharged 
from membership; and the foregoing shall be considered the construe· 
tion of the word ••Mem/lers" in Sec.!), Art. 1, Part o~th of the Constitu· 
lion and General Regulations of this Grand Lodge. 

1856. l\fny :?. Raolvell, That no petition for initiation or for membership 
can be received, nor ballot had thereon, at any .rp~:riul communication 
of any lodge, except on dispensation. 

1857• May 6. Runh,ed, That in the opinion of this Grand Lodge, the p•ac­

tice of" calling off'' a subordinate lodge from one dat~ to another, is 
not in accordance \dth ancient masonic usage, io; productive of much 

evil. and should be discontinued in lodges where it has been practiced. 
and discountenanced by all, being unmasonic. 

•~57· May 7· A'cso/t~,·tl, That in b:llloting for degrees, or for membership, 
thr. subordinate lodges under th is jurisdiction be required tt~ conform 

to the following regulation : 
" In balloting, ii more than one negative vote appear, the balloting 

shall cease and the candidate he declared rejected, hut if on the first 
ballot, one negative t>nly appear, a second ballot shall immtdiately take 
place; and ii on the st.:cond ballot :t negative still appear, the candidate 
shall he declared rejected.'' 

o85M. May li. Ruolucd, That the right to visit masonically is not inalienable, 
and may be impaired; that eveo y Master Mason in good standing has 
the righ t to ask and receive this privilege, unless in the judgment of 
the Worshipful Master there are "alid reasons for withholding it. 

Rtr.>lt•f!.l, That no ;\laster of a lodge under thi, jur~dictinn shall 
admit a 'isitor, when positive ol>jection is made bJ a lodge or a mem­
ber which in the judgment of the l\1;1ster justifies his cxcl u~i on. 

~----

SECTI ON 9, ARTICLE t, PAHT IV, OF TH E CO~STITUTION, 

SEc. 9· Ench lodge shall pay annually towards the support or the Grand 
Lodge, one-eighth of a dollar for each of its members, and Two Dollars for 
every candidate by them initiated; and shall annually transmit to the Grand 
Treasurer one of the duplicate receipts therefor, which it shall take from the 

District Deputy Grand Master. Each lodge shall be entitled to receive as 
many diplomas from the Grand Lod~e.as they make Master Masons. 
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STATISTICAL TABLE, 
PREPARED PR0\1 

LA TEST REPORTS OF GRAND LODGES. 

f:U..ANU [.,tlJJf!RS . 

Alabama, ....... . 
Arkansas, .... . .... . 
~aliforn~a,. . . . . . .. . 
Connecticut, ...... . 
Dist. of ColumlJia, . . 
1 lela ware, ..... .... . 
F lorida .... . . .. .. . 
Georgia, .......... . 
J llinois, ........... . 
Indiana, . .... . ..... . 
Iowa, ............ . 
Kansas, ....... . .. . 
l{entucky,.: ...... . 
l .. ouisiana, ..... . .. . 
Maine, ........... . 
Maryland, ...... .. 
Massachusetts, . ... .. 
Minnesota, ....... . 
Mississippi, ...... . . 
Missouri, ......... . 
New Hampshire, ... . 
New Jersey, .... . . . 
New York . ........ . 
North Carolina, . ... . 
Ohio, ...... . .. . .. . . 
Oregon, ........... , 
Rhode Island, ..... . 
Tennessee, ... . . ... . 
Texas, . ......... .. 
Vermont, . .. . ..... . . 
Virginia, .......... . 
Wisconsin, ....... . 

na•e l•f 
Report•. 

lJec. 7• 1857 212 7.22,1 
Nov. z, oS57 53 1,929 
.May II, 1858 I If' 5,309 
May 13, 11>57 52 4,4f.3 

zt)(, 
ggz 
455 

Nov. 3• 1857 JT 686 JH 

June 27, 1857 8 482 
jan. 11, Jl:ISS 33 1,234 
Oct. 27, 1857 zoz 9·943 
Oct. 6, 1857 ~32 S,sz6 
May 25, 1857 2 18 7,903 
June 24, 1857 99 3,178 
Oct. 19, 1857 5 170 
Oct. 12, 'R57 290 9·'J7lJ 
l•'eb. 9· d)57 92 J,029 
May '" 1857 79 3<)91 

J66 
1,151 
'2 10 1 I 

1,251 

ss" 
so 

1,2X 1 
483 
480 

May 12, t ll57 27 1,580 
Dec. 9· ., 857 9 1 s.JzO t.ogz 
Jan. s. 1858 23 Sos 259 
Jan. 18, 1858 204 7oJIO 9 '7 
!.\fay 25, 1 ss7 ,59 5,s1o 76, 
June 9· 1857 JO 1,570 319 
Jan. 1 "~· o S57 43 t,SSz 

31 
Z.j8 

27 
7 

97 
195 

10 

65 
IJ 

I 10 
25 
6., 
45 
14 

I 17 
96 
"5 
24 
J 

12 

2 1 

June 2, 1857 .37 1 :q,67o 
Dec. 7· 1Ss7 10S 5,025 473 157 59 
Oct. 20, 1857 253 10,913 z,o78 496 156 
June 8, 1857 10 490 87 42 
June 24, 1857 r6 1,048 

2 
3 
7 

7 
78 4 1 
23 33 

251 41 
rS '7 
J 

27'1. 45 
39 7 
4 3 

19 

357 21 
JO 15 

19 5 
I " .,s 
23 21 

45 53 
II 4 

Oct. 5, 1857 178 10.31<> 1,o89 to6 34 
Jan. 18, 1858 169 6.45 1 893 3~0 112 94 17 
Jan. 13, 1858 44 z,osz 2 18 3 
Dec. 1.1, 1857 1341 s,o16 78 ~S 10 
June 9· 1857 83 2,So9 6l:l2 70 23 1 

' --·-----·- --· -----
3·653 161,10618,092 2.532 1 ,57] 1.~10 470 

Michigan reports 104 lodge$, but not the membership; Pennsylvania and 

South Carolina publis l~ no statistics. The n11mber initiated in New York the 

last year is not stated; the previous year it was over 3,8oo. The rll1mber of 

members in New York, given above, is the number of names on the Grand 

Lodge Register. 
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LIST OF GQ.AND LODGES 
In Correspondence vltf) the <Lrand Lodge of' ./"\aloe:, \.rith 

the Lfddress o'f tf)etr <hand l'\ asters and 
Grand -,SecreiMies. 

GRAND LOOG£~. I AooRR.<;s IW 
CR:\ NO M ASTQRS. 

Alnb•m•,······-······ J McCaleb Wiley, Troy. 
Arkansas,..... .... . r.. B. Barber, Little Rock. 
Caliiornia,:. .... N. (;reeue Curtis, Sacramento. 
Conoectlcut, .. ..... ~ ( ieorge F. lJnskam, Norwalk. 
Dtst. Columbia, ..... . C:torge C. \Vhitiug, \Vashiugton. 
Delaware, .. . .... .. J ohn R . . McFee, 
Florida, .. --- .. T. Y. Henry. Qtdncy. 
Georgia, .............. .... \Vi1liarn S. Rockwell, S:waunalt. 
TUinois, ... ..... ....... Han:sou JJ;tl, Quincy. 
Indiana, .... ~ ........ Solomon D. ]{>yiC$5, Forl Wayne. 
!own, ..... . . ........ ]. F. Sanlord, Kenkuk. 
Kansas,. .... # . .... . . . . R. R. Hees, J.eavenwnrth Ci ty. 
Kentucky, ............. Philip Swig.,rt, Frankfort. 
l .. oui$iana,. - ·· . ··- Amos Adams. 
1\'lnryland . ........ ]. A. McKenney, 
1\fa.!Ssachusctts,. ...... John T. Her~ rd, Boston. 
llficltigan, .... William M . Fenton, !' lint. 
Minncsotn, ........ - A. T. C, 1-'iCnlon, St. Paul. 
Mississippi, ... ..... ... \Vill iam Cothran, Cnrrollton. 
l\1issiluri,h ................ Samuel H. SaundeN-, OtterviiJe. 
Nebmska, .... .......... R , C. Jordan, Omaha. 
N. Hampshire, .... G. H. Hubbard, Manchester. 
New Jersey, ........... joseph Trimble, Camden. 
N~w York,. . ....... John L. Lewis, Jr., Penn Y~n. 
Nurth C'lrolina, ... ... Alfred .Martin, \Vilm ington. 
Ohio, ... ....... -·· Hurace M. Swkes, J..ebMon. 
Oregon, ........ - ...... Benjamin S tark, Portland, 
Pennsylvania, .. .... Peter \Villi:amsou, Phil.nrlclphin. 
Hhorle hland,.... . J;une!.s Hutchinson, Providt·ncc. 
South Carolina, .... Henry Hulst, 
Teonc•scc, .... .. • Thoma.• McCullough, <; Iarkcwille. 
'l'cx-ns~ . Henry Sampson, 
V~rmont, .. .... .. .... J'hilip C. Tm·ker, Vergcunes. 
Virgini:t, ....... --.... J olut S. (".,!dwell, Ft·cdcricksl>urg. 
Wisconsin,. .. .. .... L. M. Tr:lcy, 
Cauarl:1, ...... .. ..... \Villiam ~·tercer \Vil~tm, Simcoe. 
l'rov. r.. Lodge 

of Victorin, ...... ]. T. Smith, M. L. A., Melbourne. 
(Austrrtlia.) 

Al'lORit~S 0~ 
GRANIJ Si!CI(£TA lUES, 

,Daniel Say~e, .1\f ~ntgome.ry. 
f . JJ. lllerrtck, L1Hie Rock. 
A~ f'l~ 1\bell, Srtu Francisco. 
EJiphnld G. Sturf!r. New 1-tavcn. 
C. A. Schwnnman, \Vashingh.rn. 
WilliamS. Hayes, Wilrnin~;lun . 
John H. Taylor, T:tllaha"""· 
Simri Rose , Macon. 
fl . G. Reyn olds, Springtield. 
lt""ranci~ King, Indianapolis. 
T . S. J'arvin, i\Iu~c:tlinc. 
<..:. Muuclce, fl'ort Lenvenworth . 
J, :M. ~.:McCorkle, ~recn~hul'g. 
Samuel (; . Risk, New Orleans. 
Jo:-;eph Robinson, Dnhimvre.­
Charles \V. 7\Tourc, BoMnu. 
j-ames J~'enton, JJ~trolt. 
(;corg~ ~V. I'r!"cott, St. Pan!. 
R . W. I . Damol, Jacl<son . 
t\. o·su11ivanJ St. l.ouis. 
H. \\f. F11r1li'IS, 11rnwnvillc, 
H orace Chase. I IOI>kinton. 
jo&eph H . Hough, Tt·cntnn . 
) \\10C!) ~L i\u.stin, ~uw Yvrk.. 
William T. 111\iu, Ralci~h. 
J<>hn D. Cnldwell, Cincmnati. 
Wtu. S. Caldwell, Hill.boro'. 
"''"· H . Aolams, Philaddphia. 
\Villinm C. l Jarkcr• Provich.'ncc. 
Alhert C. ~lackey, Charleston. 
ChMlcs ,>,. Fuller, N:~sln ille. 
A. !=-i. H.ulll\·cn. c ;n!vesiOtl. 
j ohn H. Hollenbeck, Burlington. 
j ohn Unve, t~ iduuoud. 
J, W , Hunt, Macllsnn. 
Thomas B. Jli\rris, lfnmilton. 

Joseph W, Tnrrey, Melbourne. 

W'It is requested, that theW. Masters of the sevemllodge~ in this juris­

diction cause the impottant matte rs in this c.:untmunication to be read in open 

lodge. 

---------------®--------------

~The next Annual Communication of the G rnnd Lodge of Maine, will 

be in Portland, on Tuesday. May J• 1859· 
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