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ANNUAL COMMUNICATION. 

The Annual Communication of the Most Worshipful Grand 
Lodge of Maine, was holden at Masons' Hall, in Portland, o'n 
the third day of May, A. L. 5848, and was opened in ample for:r,n 
at 9 o'clock A.M., by Most Worshipful ALEXANDER H. PuTNEY, 
Grand Master, assisted by 

R. W. SAMUEL L. VALENTINE, _ 

" 
" 
" 

JOHN C. HUMPHREYS, 
JOHN MILLER, 
HENRY H. BOODY, 
CHARLES B. SMITH, 

" NATHAN C. FLETCHER, 
W. & Rev. CYRUS CUMMINGS, 

" CYRIL PEARL, 
" GILES .BAILEY, 

W. JOSHUA HERRICK, 
" NELSON RACKLYFT, 
" CHARLES FOBES, 
" JOHN PURINTON, 
" GEORGE SMALL, 

Bro. JOHN DAIN, 

Deputy Grand Master; 
S. G. Warden; 
J. G. Warden, protem.; 
Grand Treasurer; 
Rec. Grand Secretary ; 
Cor. Grand Secretary; 
Grand Chaplain; 

" 

Gr. Marshal, protem.; 
Senior Grand Deacon ; 
J. G. Deacon, protem.; 
Grand Steward ; 

" 
Grand Tyler. 

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTER!:!. 

R. W. DANIEL WINSLOW, 
" LORY BACON, 
" JOHN W. LINDLEY, 
" THOMAS P. TUFTS. 
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P .A.ST GRAND OFFICERS. 

M. W. ROBERT P. DUNLAP, P. G. Master, 
" ABNER B. THOMPSON, " 

Prayers were then offered by the Grand Chaplain. 

On motion, 

[May, 

Voted, That all Master Masons of regular standing, who desire it, be in
vited to take seats as visitors during the present communication of the Grand 
Lodge. 

R. W. Bros. Joseph C. Stevens and Wm. Kimball were ap
pointed a C,ommittee on Qredentials, who subsequently reported 
that the following Lodg~ W!Jr!l d]!ly _r!)presented : 

1 Portland, at Portland, by William Kimball, WM; James. R. Milliken, SW; 
Henry C. Lovell, JW. 

_2 Warren, at Machias, by Warren E. Hovey, Proxy. 
6 Kennebec, at Hallowell, by Nathaniel Gunnison, Proxy: 
6 Amity, at Camden, by Abraham Ogier, Proxy. 
8 United, ·at Brunswick, John D. Lincoln, JW ; Octavius A. Merrill, Proxy. 

10 Rising Virtue, at Bangor, by Joseph C. Stevens, WM; John Williams, 
sw. 

12 Cumberland, at New Gloucester, by Charlea Megquier, SW. 
13 Oriental, at Bridgton, George Peirce, JW. 
'14 Solar, at Bath, by Thomas S. Bowles, Proxy. 
16 St. George, at Warren, by John Miller, WM. 
17 Ancient Land-Mark, at Portland, by Charles B. Smith, WM; Charles 

Fobes, SW; William Allen, JW. 
19 Felicity, at Bucksport, by George W. Newbegin, Proxy. 
21 Oriental Star, at Livermore, by Joseph S. Sargent, Proxy. 
22 York, at Kennebunk, by Joshua Herrick, SW; James Larrabee, JW . 
. 23 Freeport, at Freeport, by Samuel Thing, SW; R. R. Kendall, Proxy. 
24 Phrenix, at Belfast, by H. G. 0 . Washburn, JW; D. G. Plummer, Proxy. 
~S Northern Star, at North Anson, by Joel Fletcher, WM. 
29 Tr~nqllil, at Danville, by Josiah Little, Jr., Proxy. 
31 Union, at Union, by Lewis Andrews, WM; Gilbert M. Blackington, JW; 

Wijliam Gleason, Proxy. 
32 Hermon, at Gardiner, by Stephen Webber, WM; George .H. Cook, JW. 
33 Waterville, at. Wate.rvil~e, by Ja.co£ M. Crooker, JW. • · 
40 Lygonia, at Ellsworth, by Wm. Somerby, WM; E. L. M. Allen, JW; 

Asa A. Pond, Proxy. 
46 St. Croix, at Calais, by J. Judson Amea, Proxy. 
60 Aurora, at Thomaston, ·by Hiram Sprague, WM~ Samuel Libby, SW. 
68 Unity, at Freedom, by Seth Webb, Proxy. 

. . 
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Which report was· accepted. 

Bros. Samuel L. Valentine, .Abner B. Thompson and Joshua 
Herrick were appointed a Committee on Warrants and Charters. 

The M. W. Grand Master then made to the Grand Lodge the 
following address, which, on motion, was referred to Bros. John 
Miller, Nathan C. Fletcher and Wm. Kimball: 

GRAND MASTER'S ADDRESS. 

RIGHT WoRSHIPFUL BRETHREN OF TH& GR.um LoDGE: 

Allow me to congratulate you that the return of another annual Grand 
Communicatio~ brings with it its usual happy meeting. And as we thus 
meet and grasp the fraternal hand, animated by the living current which 
flows from the heart warmed by the principles of brotherly love and friend
ship, I trust we all most devoutly unite in rendering thanks to our Divine 
Master and Preserver, for the unremitting goodness with which He has 
crowned our lives, and the blessings He has bestowed on our cherished In
s.titution. How full, even to overflowing, should be our gratefnl hearts, 
when we contrast our present prosperous and happy state as a fraternity, 
with what it was when, only five years since, less . than a score of us met 
within these walls to mourn over our almost deserted altars, during the dark 
reign of Anti-Masonic calumny and persecution, and, if possible, devise 
some means of leaving in competent \lands the treasure confided to our care. 
Some of you, my brethren, must well remember that occasion .with the most 
lively emotions, for it was the organizing, as it were, of the "forlorn hope." 
Clouded, indeed, was our "canopy ; '' thick darkness covered all our skies, 
fi-om the zenith to the horizon. All was dark, save the faint glimmer from 
the altars of three only of our fifty-eight lodges. 

Yet though all was disheartening, though in a less sacred cause the stoutest 
heart would have quailed, I must bear you testimony that your fai,th failed 
not. T-hough but three glimmering tapers remained, the mystic number was 
unbroken. You resolYed to trim your lamps and let the light shine; your 
banner was unfurled, your sails loqsened to the breeze, and the ark confided 
to the care of Him who doeth all things well . . Behold your ample .reward! 
More than forty of our old ·lodges have revived, and new ones have been in
!!tituted, from whose altars the illuminating ray shoots fort~. Well may we 
rejoice, my brethren, that the "winter of our discontent" is. made " glorious 
summer" by the Son of Righteousness in whom we trust. 

We rejoice as Masons in the prosperity and extension of our sacred rite, 
whose effect is to make most men better and no man worse. We rejoice as
citizens, that, with the r~vival ·of Masonry, vice, which had so run riot over 
our land during the suspension of Masonic labor, has evidently .received a . 
check, and the cardinal virtues, so impressively taught in our ritual, are no ' 

1 ' ' .. • ' • ' - • 

!. 
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longer in danger of being submerged in the torrent of intemperance and ruin 
that bad so deluged our beloved land. We rejoice to see our brethren en
gaged, and in the front ranks of every good work calculated to ameliorate 
the condition of man, as well as in their readiness to attend at the well 
known sound of the Gavel, and assist in bringing to the true masonic light 
"good men and true,'' t? whom we may with safety commit the keeping of 
our Masonic Tabernacle on earth, when we shall be called to put off this 
tabernacle of clay, and ascend, aR we bum.bly hope, ·to that spiritual taber
nacle-" that bouse not made with bands, eternal in the heavens." 

I am happy to acknowl,edge. the receipt of, and to lay before you, commu
nications in the form of printed proceedings and circulars, received during 
the recess from all the Grand Lodges In our Union, arid also from our sister 
Grand Lodge in the neighboring Province of Canada, together with the pro-· 
oeedings of the Masonic Convention held in the city of Baltimore in Septem
ber last to fo~m a Supreme Grand Lodge for the United States. 

The transmission of these documents to each sister Grand Lodge annually, 
evinces that true courtesy and consideration which ever have been, and I 
trust ever will be a characteristic of the fraternity of Free and Ac:cepted 
Masons. It also affords me pleasure to say that we Jearn from these accept- · 
able messengers that the craft is everywhere fiour!sblng, even to the extent 
that the most ardent . Mason could desire, and that peace, harmony and 
union almost universally prevail. True, an unhappy dispute ha.s arisen be
tween o11r sister Grand Lodges in Miasissippi and Louisiana, which I trust 
the jlOod &ense and sound discretion of the brethren of those two states will 
so.on overcome. But believing that little, if any, good is ever done by others 
taking part in a dispute, whose greatest merit mu11t be its end, I shall ex- • 
press no opinion upon the merits of the question at issue, trusting that, if 
left to themselves, they will each and all soon commence looking for the 
ancient landmarks of the Order; and whil!l engaged in thus searching for 
authorities to sustain their own particular views, each may become convinced 
that the other has rights which must be respected, and t.bua harmony be re
stored. 

In addition to the usual amount of local and peculiar business in our sis
ter Grand Lodges, many mat4lrs of interest to the fraternity at large have 
received considerable attention. I have neither the time nor ability to ex
amine into and lay before you a digest of these matters In such manner as I 
could wish; but "trusting that our Committee on Foreign Correspondence 
will make up for my deficiency, I will glance at some points which I deem 
most important. 

First in order, perhaps, Is the project of forming a Grahd Lodge of the 
United States. We have heretofore held tbls Grand Lodge aloof from this 
important matter; but, as a convention has been held, a Constitution report
ed, and forwarded to the several Grand Lodges, the subject seems now, if ' 
never before, to reqnire calm and deliberate action: Dffrerehcee of opinion ' 
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e:s:lst ail to tlie usefulness of such· a general Grand Body. These should b8-
e:s:amined with great care, or evil Instead of good may come of the agitation 
of the question. For myself I regard tbe formation of such a Body as proper 
and ~vantageous to the cause, provided all will come into the arrangement -
harmoniously, but not otherwise. ' 

The subject of Grand Lodge certificates bas for several years been dis-
cuslled in different Grand Lodges, and our sister Grand Lodge. of New York, 
if I understand the matter correctly, requests all lodges to refuse admission 
to any one hailing from that state who is not furnished with such document. · 
I therefore recommend to our brethren In the subordinate lodges In this 
state to govern themselves accordingly, as no doubt can exist of there being 
some good grounds for the request. As this Grand Lodge bas deemed it in
e:s:pedieot to grant such certificates, I suggest that brethren who contemplate 
traveling should be advised to take with them their diploma; for while, as 
a general principle, I cannot for a moment recognize a paper or parchment . 
voucher as entitling a man to, or a_ want of it debarring him from Masonic 
privile&es, yet I hold It a duty of every brother to furnish all the evidence 
In his power to satisfy the lodge he seeks tO visit, that lie Is no Impostor. 

Of all subjects most likely to be Injured by too much legislation, I believe 
Masonry to be emphatically the. one; for, having had the benefit of the wis
dom of the good and great of old, Its landmarks are so clearly defined, Its 
duties so well settled, that it would seem to me next to impious to Jay hands 
on It with the attempt to improve it. And I cannot but fear that the prac- · 
tice of the day is tending towards an e:s:cess Of legi_slation which may In the· 
end prove truly disastrous. Nevertheless, I would not ,be understood as op- ,
posed to the doings In general of our annual sessions. It may be and prob· 
ably Is the case, that during the suspension of Masonic labor in some parts> 
of our c_ountry, the landmarks have been suffered to be partially bid among" 
the dirt and rubbish, which require a careful remonl in order that they may 
appear as of old. This done, I should say let things remain as they. were · 
"before the fathers fell asleep." As connected with the same idea, 1 would 
also deprecate the multiplication of books designed as manuals; for, though· 
true it may be that one brother has as good an abstract right to make a book . 
as another, I hold that' no one _has such a right at all unles~ he be appoint-
ed by competent authority, which authority must and will of course, restrict 
him to the old landmarks. But the great evil of the day In book making in 
all departments, in my estimation, lies in the fact that each new edition must 
be "revised, improved, enlarged, corrected, embellished," &c. Impressed 
with a sense of danger from Innovations, I .wouid respectfully suggest that · 
Masons should beware, and abide by the truth taught In the homely adage,. 
"Let well enough alone." 
. The subject of education, the moral engine above all other human iostitU·· 

tions calculated to raise man to his proper sphere, has eyer engaged the at
tention of o'nr fraternity ; and onr slater Grand Lodges In M1880wi and K11n--
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wcky have each set a no'ble·example In the" establishment of Masonic Col
lQges, which are shown by their late reports to be In a flourishing condition. 
Would, my brethren, that we could follow their example !~but, while we> 
cannot, may we not make a beginning, even though the completion of the• 
project be left to after ages 1 I make the suggestion for your serious consid~ 
eratlon. 

For the state of our several lodges, I refer you to their returns, together• 
with the reports of our · several' District Deputy Grand Masters, my own• 
engagements having been such that I have not been able to visit the lodge&> 
as my inclination would have led me to do. I havs, bowsver, frequently 
Vlsited the two lodges• in this• city, and take pleasure in saying that tbey.are 
prosperous and their work well done. I also had the pleasure, in February 
last, of being -present and installing the officers of York Lodge, No. 22, at 
Kennebunk, which has revived and commenced work under favorable clr-· 
camstances. 

Soon after- the -close of the last annual communication, it was made known
to me that Tranquil Lodge1 No. 29, which bad been authorized to be held at 
Auburn, was unable to procure a suitable place in Auburn to bold their 
meetings, but wGUld be convened, If they could be permitted, in Danville, 
-near the line of • Auburn, I therefore granted a dispensation to authorize• 
..said lodge to be' holden In Danville until the meeting of this· Grand Lodge: 

I have granted a dispensation to Freeport Lodge to bold their regular 
·meetings and< pursue· their labors, they having lost their charter, as well as 
all their furniture and regalia, by fire. I recommend them to the favorable 
consideration of'the Grand Lodge. I have granted a dispensation to a com
petent number of brethren to . form a lodge at Hope, to· be called" Mount 
Hope J,.odge "; and also to a competent number of brethren at Old Town, to 
form a new lodge there, to be called "Star In the East Lodge," which dispensa
tions are all returnable to· this communication for the action of this Grand' 
Lodge . 

. I perceive that controversies have arisen between some of our sister 
Grand Lodges, in consequence of conferring the degrees In a subordinate . 
lodge upon those who were mere sojourners at the time and place when and 
where accepted. That this, in some cases, may have been done inadver
tently, may readily ·be supposed; and I take this occasion to put my breth
ren of our subordinate lodges on their guard against a practice so manifestly 
wrong. 

On another important matter I mast earnestly advise the craft In this· 
jurisdiction. Though it is wlth regret that I feel myself compelled to differ · 
witb distinguished; craftsmen, who hold a high rank in my estimation, I 
deem it necessary to urge them to be extremely cautious In their Inquiries · 
into the ·charaoter of. applicants; after which, the result being satisfactory, 
to proceed to take a ballot upon his application, and, If the ballot Is a clear

·One; to .make·hlm-a Malon, in fact, thUIJfulfllllng the. language of, our ritual. · 
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With a strong• ~ference to the 0pinions of otliers, I must" an'd do most' 
unequivocaJly repudiate the doctrine that a lodge is doing right to deny· 
advancement to an E. A., proTided he shall not be impeached for any offence1 
committed subsequent to his acceptance. I can find no ,principle of aricientf 
Masonic· law or· justice to support such a position. On-the'contrary, it iS' 
well known that the character of a candidate Is subjected to the mo·st rigi~ 
scrutiny, 111nd if he does not successfully pass, he is rejected and his deposit 
money is rest<>red to him; so that he is not subject to any loss, either of' 
char1110ter or money. But if he Is !IICCepted, and, upon payment of a furtherj 
sum, is initiated, and afterwards refused advancement to ·the degree of M. 
M'., he is, to· all Intents and purpost>s, no Mason at. all-entitled to no priv
ileges as such, and therefore totally defrauded of the money he hall paid: 
lf there Is any rule of Masonic justice which will sustain such practice, I' 
oonfess my Ignorance. 

Another doctrine of the day, which I am happy to believe· prevails but tO ' 
a limited extent, is that expulsion from a chapter or encampment iR an• 
expulsion from an the privileges of Masonry. I trust that our brethren, 
before adopting any such sentiment, will look well to their by-laws, ·which' 
guarantee to every member of a lodge a fair and impartial' trial by liis• 
lodge before he can be deprived of any one privilege -which he became e·rr- · 
titled• to• when he· became a member of it. And while I cherish a-most 
ardent attachment to what is called the high·er degrees and ·orders of' 
Masdnry, far be it from me to suppose that Master Masons ar& so incompe•·. 
tent to the management of their lodges and members as to· require it to be• 
dbne for them by proxy. 
· But while I find some practices growing up in some parts of our country' 

which I feel constrained to caution you against, I am happy to •find many 
things· which I can cheerfully· recommend to· you· as · worthy the -inost exactt 
imitation. Especially would I recommend the requirement of -a· monthly • 
assessment, upon the payment of which should depend the privilege of mem~ 

bership. I would also recommend that full and complete annual returns of 
members of lodges, with their names and rarrk, together with a list of res-
ident Masons who are not members, with the reasons why' they are ·not, be: 
required of each lodge These returns being published ·with ' the minutes of 
our annual commnnications will afford information of importance to every 
lodge in the state. Such I find is now the practice in most of the state 
Grand Lodges ; and from the perusal of these details, published and sent us
with their annual proceedings, we ·may form some·estimaite of the immense: 
s1110rifice· of blood and•toil which our brethren · .of the south -and· west have · 
cheerfully made to sustain their country's cause in the ·war with Mexico; 
One ·lodge alone, in Kentucky, of less than fifty members, reports- the death 
of six of her members within the- past year in the army of · Mexico-three of · 
them on the bloody field of Buena Vista. We also learn that our brethren 
who still sam'fe are- there in , great! numbers, filling every• useful station, 
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from the General of Division to the rank and file, who have so faithfully 
and fearlessly stood by their colors, proving themselves worthy brethren of 
our patriot Washington and his Generals {save one) who led our fatbere to 
victory and liberty in days of yore, and forever putting to silence the slan
ders of political anti-Masonic demagogues, who have represented our prin
ciples as dangerous to liberty and good government. 

I perceive that many of our Grand Lodges adopt the practice of publishing 
the names of candidates who have been rejected. With much respect for 
their opinions, and without assuming any right to dictate, I must take this 
occasion to say that I think such a practice decidedly wrong. I believe it to 
be a well settled rule among Masons, not to do any man harm if we cannot do 
him any good. And it would indeed be a work of supererogation to arrogate 
to ourselves so much perfection as to say that we always judge rightly, and 
never reject a wortlly candidate. I believe tllat every son of Adam, who 
knocks at our lodge doors with the pre-requisites of our rit11al-having the 
capacity and age of a man, and of a good moral character, acknowledging 
his dependence on the God who made and upholcls all things, has a perfect 
right to admission. I believe that an objecting party should give his reasons 
for so doing-that no man should be so branded as forever to bar his admis· 
sion to our Order, unless the specific cause be alleged, and well substan
tiated. This view may seem to some to conflict with the right of secret bal
lot; yet, inasmuch as it is-as all admit-decidedly unmasonic to reject any 
one from mere private pique, I see no good reason why a brother should not, 
within the sanctity of a lodge room, be perfectly willing to show to his 
brethren that he is not actuated by any such unworthy motive. But while 
I repudiate the practice of publishing rejections, I would earnestly recom
mend that this Grand Lodge adopt the custom of our sister Grand Lodges, 
who publish with their annual proceedings the returns of their subordinate 
lodges, including the names and rank of all their members, deaths, dimis
sions and expulsions. 

I would also suggest the propriety of this Grand Lodge taking some meas
ures to induce all our subordinate lodges to revive the practice of requiring 
from each member a small monthly or quarterly assessment. That much 
good and no evil would follow the adoption of that practice, I have not a 
doubt. 

In connection with the question of requiring mont!Jly or quarterly dues of 
our members, I would respectfully suggest, that, of those brethren who reside 
permanently within our limits, and who belong to no lodge, there be required 
a specified sum for each meeting they shall attend, and in default of pay
ment they l.Je debarred the privilege of meeting in any lodge, unless in tile 
opinion of the majority of the lodge, the brother applying to visit be unable 
to pay the same, in which case he should have the right to visit without 
prejudice. 

The question has arisen in some of ow: lodges, whether business should be 
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MAY 3, 2 o'clock P. M. 

The Grand Lodge was called to labor. 

Reports were received from the following District Deputy 
Grand Masters : 

First District-R. W. Daniel Winslow, 
Third District-R. W. Lory Bacon, 
Fourth lJistrict-R. W. John W. Lindley, 
Sixth District-R. W. Jeremiah Fowler, 
Eighth District-R. W. Thomas P. Tufts. 

Read and accepted; and so much of the report from the 
eighth district as relates to St. John's Lodge at South Berwick, 
was referred to Bros. Herrick, Thompson and Somerby. 

A petition was then presented from the officers and members 
of Mount Hope Lodge, u. n., at Hope, praying for a charter. 

And on motion, 

Voted, That said petition be referred to the Committee on Warrants and 
Charters. 

Cumberland Lodge having asked for a remission of their dues, 
and the condition of said lodge having been fully stated in the 
D. D. G. Master's report, it was, 

On motion, 

Voted, That the dues of said lodge to the Grand Lodge be remitted up to 
this time. 

Bro. Seth Webb, proxy of Unity Lodge, at Freedom, presented 
a statement of the condition of said lodge, and asked for a 
remission of their dues. 

Whereupon, on motion, 

Voted, That the dues of said lodge to the Grand Lodge be remitted to 
this time. 

The Committee of Finance made a report on the accounts of 
the D. D. G. Masters, which was read and accepted, and placed 
on file. 
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The Committee of Finance also reported as follows : 

PoRTL"'ND, May 3, 1848. 
To the R. W. G-rand Lodge of Maine: 

The Committee of Finance have examined the accounts of the Grand 
Treasurer, and find that there was a balance in his hands at the close of the 
last annual communication of. .................... .... ...... $294.99 

Since ?<hich time he has received from all sources, ...•. 252.75 

Total, ......................................•.••••.. $547.74 
That he has pai~ out for various purposes, ...• ...•..•• .. 215.32 

Leaving a balance in his hands of. ..............•.... $332.42 
The committee also find that the Grand Treasurer's accounts are properly 

vouched and correctly cast, and that all the disbursements have been made 
for legal Masonic purposes. 

Per Order, F. BRADFORD. 

The Grand Treasurer then submitted his annual report in 
detail, exhibiting the same state of the finances of the Grand 
Lodge as is reported above by the Committee of Finance, and 
showing also that the vested funds of the Grand Lodge con
sist of 

5 shares in the Freeman's Bank, at Augusta, valued at $ 500 
10 do. Casco do. Portland, 1,000 
20 do. Canal do. do. 1,500 

Total, 

Read and accepted. 

$3,000 

A petition was received from the members of King Hiram 
Lodge, at Dixfield, setting forth that they have unfortunately 
lost their charter, and asking for its renewal. Read and referred 
to the Committee on Warrants and Charters. 

On motion, 

Voted, Tbat we now proceed to the election of the Grand Officers for the 
ensuing year. 

And for this purpose the Grand Lodge resolved itself into a 
committee of the whole, M. W. Bro. Thompson in the chair. A 
sub-committee, consisting of R. W. Bros. Bradford, Stevens and 
Kendall were appointed to receive, sort and count the votes. 
The votes were then received and counted, and the following 
Grand Officers elected : 
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FOR GRAND MASTER. 

Whole number of votes, 
Necessary to a choice, 
M. W. Alexander H. Putney had -

And was declared elected. 

FOR SENIOR GRAND WARDEN. 

Whole number of votes, 
Necessary to a choice, 
R. W. John C. Humphreys had 

And was declared elected. 

FOR JUNIOR GRAND WARDEN. 

Whole number of votes, 
Necessary to a choice, 
R. W. Joseph C. Stevens had 

And was declared elected. 

FOR GRAND TREASURER. 

Whole number of votes, 
Necessary to a choice, 
R. W. Henry H. Boody had 

And was declared elected. 

FOR GRAND SECRETARY. 

Whole number of votes, 
Necessary to a choice, 
R. W. Charles B. Smith had 

And was declared elected. 

FOR COMMITTEE OF FINANCE. 

[May, 

- 35 
23 

- 30 

28 

18 
- 28 

- 32 
20 

- 24 

- 24 
13 

- 23 

32 
- 17 

23 

Whole number of ballots, 9 
R. W. Bros. Freeman Bradford, Jonathan Smith and Abner 

I 

B. Thompson had each nine votes, and were declared elected. 

The committee then rose and reported to the Grand Lodge the 
result of the elections, which report was accepted. 

R. W. Bro. Humphreys submitted to the Grand Lodge the 
question "whether a man deprived of his right hand, can prop
erly be initiated into Masonry ? " 
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Referred to Bros. Thompson, Williams and Winslow, who sub-
' sequently reported, in the language of a Committee of the Gran<l. 

Lodge appointed last year to consider a similar question : 

"That when the deformity of the candidate is not, in the opinion of the 
lodge, such as to prevent him from being instructed in the arts or mysteries 
of Freemasonry, or does not amount to an inability honestly to acquire the 
means of subsistence, the admission will not be an infringement upon the 
ancient landmarks, but will be perfectly consistent with the spirit of our in
stitution." 

The report was read and accepted. 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence then made the fol
lowing report, which was read and accepted, and ordered to be 
published with the proceedings of this Grand Lodge. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence of this Grand Lodge, in pre· 
senting their Annual Report, have great pleasure in acknowledging the fa. 
vors of a benignant Providence, which the correspondence of the year dis 
closes in tbe prosperity of our beloved institution. 

This is a day of joyous greeting for onr fathers and brethren who 
laid the foundations of this Graud Lodge, who nursed its early growth, 
who stood by their ancient landmarks in the day of trial, and bore 
meekly the tempest of passion and the tide of scorn which swept over our 
prostrate altars, and swept from those altars such as could not bear reproach 
for the exhibition of Faith, Hope and Charity in connection with our cher
ished symbols. 

Some of these fathers and brethren still linger on the shores of time, and 
are here with us to rejoice in the new era of progress which we now behold. 
What but the favor of Him in whom every Mason pledges his trust and to 
whose sacred name every lodge is dedicated, could have removed the pres· 
sure of popular prejudice, and given to our order the stability, strength and 
beauty now everywhere apparent 1 

It is not yet a quarter of a century since a storm of persecution burst sud· 
denly upon the Masonic institution, unequalled in the history of our coun
try. The press, the pulpit and the force of public opinion, organized and 
aroused by every appliance of political party, ecclesiastical and civil tribunals 
arrayed against the rights of conscience, all conspired to crush the institu
tion, and coerce its members into an abandonment of principles and usages 
and rights rendered dear by intrinsic excellence, by a hearty and intelligent 
reception, and by venerable associations linking the present with the past in 
delightful fellowship. 
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So resolute and relentless was the warfare-so quietly did the fast friends 
of our principles bear the onset-even relinquishing for years the privileges 
of their fraternal meetings, that the proud boast swept over the world that 
in the free republic of America, Free Masonry was dead and its funeral 
obsequies performed, as if it were buried past the possibility of resurrection. 
What a comment on such boastful predictions does the world now behold 
in the condition of Masonry in thi8 country! 

The correspondence of this Grand Lodge the past year brings us the pub
lished proceedings of twenty·two Grand Lodges. These proceedings are 
embodied in some thirty closely printed reports of from thirty-five to one 
hundred and thirty-five pages each. The Grand Lodges thus represented 
either in annual, semi-annual or biennia\ reports are as follows: New Hamp
shire, Vermont, Connecticut, Pennsylvania, Ohio,l\linois, Indiana, Alabama, 
Michigan, Wisconsin, Iowa, Kentucky, Tennessee, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Georgia, Maryland, Missouri, Mississippi, Florida, District of 
Columbia and the Provincial Grand Lodge of Montreal and William Henry 
in Canada. From the Grand Lodges of Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New 
York, Delaware, Virginia and Texas, there have been no communications 
for the past year. 

The committee feel assured of the fraternal response of this Grand Lodge 
to all the communications from corresponding bodies and the friendly notices 
of this lodge appearing in many of them, and hereby assure those lodges of 
our joy in their prosperity, and our desire to maintain a friendly correspond
ence with all the Grand Lodges throughout this continent. The Grand 
Lodge of Maine will certainly receive with high satisfaction the acceptable 
communication from the Grand Lodge of Montreal and William Henry of 
Canada. This Grand Lodge was constituted by authority of the Grand 
Lodge of England, in May, 1846, and we h!tve a report of its proceedings up 
to St. John the Evangelist's day, Dec 27, lll47. Returns are given of seven 
subordinate lodges in a healthful state of progress, yielding revenue to the 
Grand Lodge for the year, of 63£, 19s., 2d. In tile prosperity of the Order in 
Canada, and of its Grand Lodge, we shall feel a lively interest, and cherish 
the hope that her youthful energies will be developed into full maturity and 
fair proportions, corresponding with the extent and resources of her country 
and the genius and energy, of her people. Our brethren in Canada may rest 
assured that we shall be happy to continue the correspondence so happily 
begun, and that it is our purpose to send our annual and fraternal greetings 
through by steam, as soon as we can clear the track and harness the Iron 
Horse. 

The proper limits of this report forbid a detailed examination of all the 
subjects of interest embraced in the several communications from corre
sponding bodies. There are, however, some things which claim particular 
attention. 
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1. The rapid extension of the principles of Free Masonry and the 
increase of members. There are now in the United States some thirty 
Grand Lodges with about two thousand subordinate lodges. 

The number of members is supposed to be more than SIXTY THOUSAND. 

The returns to the Grand Lodges of the several states show that in nearly 
all of them there bas been a large increase of members. Many of the old 
lodges which had long Jain dormant, have revived and resumed their work 
with zeal, and are now in a state of healthful progress. Many new lodges 
have been established and have commenced a career of active usefulness. 

2. Another pleasant feature of this correspondence is the evidence it 
affords of progress in what must ever constitute the essential strength and 
beauty of our order. There is a manliness of tone, a business like, vigorous 
style in the official communications and reports of the R. W. Grand Masters 
and the several committees-a clear perception and able discussion of the 
principles and interests of the craft, which show a substantial progress in the 
several lodges in what is more important to Masonry than mere increase of 
members. 

3. Another feature deserving notice is the desire manifested to remove 
whatever defects, sources of irritation or alienation may still remain in the 
lodges. All institutions in human hands have defects to be remedied or 
diminished by time and experience. It would be strange, indeed, if our 
beloved order were an exception to this general law, and especially when we 
consider that it had lain for so long a time in comparative inaction. So 
many of our brethren have lived for years without the sound of the gavel
the working tools of our craft lying in disuse and wasting by "the tooth of 
time "-it would be strange indeed if they were all at ouce in perfect work
ing order, or if the workmen and overseers should all without experience be 
prepared to work in perfect harmony and with the skill of master builders. 
Since the reign of bitterness which sprang up in the effort to destroy our 
own temple, and the succession of anti-isms which have followed in its 
train, and swept the bosom of society, it would be passing strange that there 
should be no discord and no diversity among the materials gathered hastily 
from all the diversities of the human family, scattered through some thirty 
states, and from all sections, sects, professions and parties. In some of the 
states, since the revival of Masonry, there have arisen questions of jurisdic
tion, diversities of manner and discrepancies in the instruction and work of 
the order, which have given rise to some dissension and want of harmony 
in action. It is- pleasant to find evidence that the ancient pillars and land
marks are strong and stable enough to bear something of this action of con
flicting waves; and that there is· a healthful progress in removing the rub
bish, and the causes of fniction an<L annoyance in the working of the craft. 

The committee regret to find· that the unhappy controversy in regard to 
jurisdiction, between the sister Grand Lodges· of. Louisiana and Mississippi, is 
not yet terminated. Wbatev.er ma.y be the mellits. of the argument on. eitheD 
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side of this controversy, there are manifested by each party some of those 
excrescences of human frailty and passion which suggest the necessity of a 
more free use of the gavel, and a more liberal exercise of faith, hope and 
charity. The existence of such a protracted controversy between the Grand 
Lodges of two adjacent states, as well as other valid reasons, is fitted to 
urge upon the attention of the several Grand Lodges of the United States a 
full and immediate consideration of the expediency of the establishment of 
a GENERAL GRAND LODGE. This subject has already engaged the attention 
of several Grand Lodges, and been partially discussed and passed upon by 
some of them, and has. already been commended to your notice by our M. W. 
Grand Master in his annual communication, and your committee wonld 
express their conviction that this subject deserves to be carefully examined 
.at this session of the Grand Lodge. 

A brief statement of the position of this question may be deserved. It 
•may perhaps be generally understood by the members of this body, that a 
convention was called to meet in the city of Baltimore on the 23d of Sep
tember, 1847, by a circular issued by the Grand Secretary of the Grand 
Lodge of Maryland to consider the expediency of forming a General Grand 
Lodge of the United States, and take such action thereupon as should seem 

. to be desirable. 
In that convention there were delegates from the Grand Lodges of North 

·Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Mississippi, Arkansas and Maryland, and letters 
were read from the secretaries of several other Grand Lodges in reply to the 
circular which called the convention, stating that their Grand Lodges had 
approved the objects of the convention and assigning reasons why it was 
not convenient to send delegates. The convention was in session two days, 
and the results of their deliberations appear in their published proceedings, 
a copy of which is herewith submitted as a part of this report. 

It Will be seen by this document that a CONSTITUTION FOR A SUPRE!IE 
GRAND LODGE OF THE UNITED STATES was submitted, discussed and 
adopted by the convention. The first Article of the Constitution declares 
the Grand Lodges of the United States united under one Supreme Grand 
Lodge, provided that before the 1st day of January, 1849, sixteen of the 
Grand Lodges shall have ratified this Constitution, and not otherwise; and is 
to take effect only on such Grand Lodges as shall r~tify and adopt this Con
stitution or may be formed under it. The several Articles of the Constitu
tion seem to be carefully drawn, and, in general, well adapted to secure the 
end proposed, and the committee would refer to the document itself for a 
full view of its particular features. The Constitution is accompanied by an 
address to the officers and members of the several Grand Lodges, setting 
forth in condensed form the leading motives for creating a Supreme Grand 
Lodge, and replying to certain objections which have been urged against it. 
Should this Grand Lodge take action on the question thus submitted, your 

,committee .. l'ecommend the .reading of t.hat address as preliminary to such 
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action. If the voice of this Grand Lodge is to be heard on this question 
prior to its decision, in January, 1849, it is necessary that we should con
sider and act upon it at this session. The subject is one of vital and com
manding importance to the welfare of the order now, and will be increas
ingly so in view of the multiplication of lodges and the rapid increase of 
members. Such a confederation of the Grand Lodges of the states of our 
American Union would have a happy influence in extending the fraternal 
intercourse of good men in all sections, and contributing to the harmony 
and stability not only of Fremasonry, but of all the social, civil and religious 
institutions of our common country. Such an organization would put the 
lodges of tbis country on a similar basis with that of the chapters and en
campments; and afford the most direct and practicable mode of corre
spondence with the ancient and honorable Masonic bod·ies in other coun. 
tries, thus bringing into actual and early communication all the branches of 
the Masonic fraternity throughout the world. Would not such an inter
course, endeared by the cement of fraternal affection, be a delightful specta
cle in an age like this 1 And is not the way preparing for it, in the prov
idence of God, oven in the convulsions and revolutions which now shake 
the eastern hemisphere 1 Such an affiliation and intercourse of the Masonic 
bodies throughout the world might contribute largely to the progress of 
humanity, the diffusion of light and love, the peace of the world, and the 
reign of universal benevolence. It would tend to these results by its influ
ence in Rettling disputed questions of jurisdiction, harmonizing discrepan-. 
cies in the symbols, languages and usages of the order, and removing the 
remaining rubbish around our temple walls, accumulated during years of 
inaction and neglect, or by which vandal hands have sought to hedge up 
the way of access to our doors, and make them inaccessible to "poor, blind 
candidates," or cause to stumble those of our craft who should presume to 
pass and repass without the necessary due-guards and appropriate qualifi-

cations. • 
The limited time afforded the Committee, and the length of this report, 

prevent a particular notice of several questions and usages of some impor
tance which have been discussed in some of the Grand Lodges, and which 
the judicious action of a Supreme Grand Lodge might happily remove or 
diminish. Such questions may properly claim the attention of those who 
shall hereafter be intrusted with the correspondence of the lodge. 

In conclusion the committee would congratulate the members of this Grand 
Lodge, and through its channels of communication, all good men and 
Masons throughout the world, on the rapid spread of our principles and the 
extension of the Mystic tie that binds the worthy and the true in fraternal 
affection, too strong to be permanently severed by the force of sectional or 
selfish interests, the contlicts of party or of sect, or destroyed in the agita. 
tiona and revolutions with which the civilized world is now convulsed. All 
the aspects of the age now concur with th.e prophetic visions unfolded in the 
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first Great Light of Masonry in the assurance that revolution shaH succeed 
revolution," till He shall come whose right it is to reign," and the triumph 
of liberty and law, of human rights and human happiness shall be secured 
to aU our race. 

From these revolutions Freemasonry has nothing to fear. Her principles 
are based upon foundations which cannot be destroyed by the violence of 
open enemi es or the treachery of false friends. Whatever may become of 
its external organization, the principles which are its essential life are im· 
perishable, and will survive the wreck of all human organizations. 

"Truth crushed to earth revives again;
The eternal years of God are hers." 

Freemasonry claims as its foundation the principles of TRUTH-truth 
adapted to the nature and nee essities of man, and not merely to a particular 
age or nation, or any peculiar state of society. The distinctive and original 
elements of the human soul are such that the truths and principles Incul
cated in our Order, are adapted to afford a salutary restraint, discipline and 
development. Our symbols and ceremonies are fitted to enforce these truths 
and give them control over the heart and the life. It remains then for those 
who embrace these principles, and cherish the symbols and rites which illus
trate and enforce them, to show to the world the excellence of their prin
ciples, and the fruits of their masonic labor in noble examples and worthy 
deeds. May ·it be the high privilege as well as the exalted purpose of all 
who have shared the toils, and reproaches, and persecutions through which 
our Order has been called to pass, and all who have more recently come in 
to share the labor and the honor of repairing and beautifying the walls of 
our ancient temple, to guard well the ancient landmarks and transmit in all 
their purity, the privileges we have inherited, to those who shaH succeed us 
when called from our earthly labors. May we all, under the eye of the 
Divine Master, encircled by his Providence, sustained by his grace and puri
fied by his truth, so discipline our hearts and lives-so fulflll.Ue appropriate 
duties of life, and finish the work here assigned us, that when our earthly 
tabernacle shall be dissolved, we may be admitted with all the faithful to 
the upper temple, that building of God, eternal iu the heavens, and hear the 
cordial greeting of our Supreme Grand Master-" Well done, good and faith
ful servant; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord." 

On motion, 

Respectfully submitted, 

CYRIL PEARL, } 
JOSIAH PIERCE, Committee. 
F. BRADFORD, 

Voted, That the Grand Master be authorized and requested, through the 
District Deputy Grand Masters, or otherwise, to cite any such lodges as 
have made no returns to the Grand Lodge within five years past, to appear 
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at the next communication of the Grand Lodge, to show cause why their 
charters should not be declared forfeited; excepting, however, such lodges 
as be shall be satisfied are taking active and effectual measures to resume 
their masonic labors. And that he be further authorized aud requested to 
take such other measures as he may deem expedient, to collect from the 
several dormant lodges that have no prospect of resuming work, their 
charters, records, regalia and other property, and cause the same to be de
posited with the Grand Treasurer. 

A communication was received from the Secretary of Union 
Lodge, at Union, stating the delinquency of a member. 

On 'motion, 

Voted, That the subject thereof be referred back to said lodge. 

On motion, 

Voted, That when the Grand Lodge calls off, it be until 8 o'clock to·mor
row morning. 

The Grand Lodge was then called off. 

Attest, C. B. SMITH, Grand Secretary. 

MAsoNs' HALL, PoRTLAND, May 4, 184~. 

The Grand Lodge was called to labor at eight o'clock A. M. 

The committee, to whom was referred the Grand Master's 
address, made a report on so much thereof as relates to the es
tablishment of a Supreme Grand Lodge of the United States, 
and recommended that the Grand Lodge approve the measure. 

Which report was read and accepted. 

Whereupon, after due deliberation, it was 

Resolved, That this Grand Lodge ratifies and approves the Constitution 
for a Supreme Grand Lodge, reported by the convention holden at Balti
more, Md., on the 23d day of September, 1847. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the Grand Secretary forthwith communicate notice of the 
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adoption, by this Grand Lodge, of the Constitution aforesaid, as prescribed 
by the second section of the fourth article thereof. 

The Committee on Warrants and Charters, to whom was re
ferred the petition of the members of King Hiram Lodge, re
ported that the prayer thereof be granted. 

Report read and accepted. 

The same committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
Mount Hope Lodge, u. n., reported that the prayer thereof be 
granted. 

Report read and accepted. 

The Grand Lodge then proceeded to the consideration of the 
new Constitution and By-Laws reported at the last annual com
munication; and voted to consider and pass upon the same, 
article by article. And after considering and passing upon the 
whole of part first and part second, and to the third article of 
part third, the further consideration thereof was suspended for 
the present on account of other business. 

The Committee on Warrants and Charters, to whom was re
ferred the petition of Star in the East Lodge, u . n., reported 
that the prayer thereof be granted. 

Report read and accepted. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the new lodges to whom charters have this day been voted, 
be required to pay therefor such fees only as are prescribed in the new con
stitution. 

The Grand Lodge was then called off until 2 o'clock P. M. 

MAY 4, 2 o'clock P. M. 

The Grand Lodge was called to labor. 

The committee to whom was referred the report of the Dis-
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trict Deputy Grand Master of the eighth district, m reference 
to the withholding of the regalia, &c., of St. John's Lodge, by 
Bro. J. Clark, reported that the Grand Master be requested to 
cause another call to be made upon Bro. Clark to deliver up the 
property of said lodge, and if he still refuses, the Grand Lodge 
may t tcke further action thereon. 

Report read and accepted. 

The Grand Master then reported to the Grand Lodge that in 
August last he had received a petition from Tranquil Lodge, 
setting forth that the village in the town of Auburn, where said 
lodge was holden, is nearly equally divided by the line separat
ing said town from the town of Danville; that they have not 
and cannot, at present, procure a suitable hall on the Auburn 
side iu which to hold their meetings, but could be well accom
modated within a few rods of the Danville side of the line; and 
praying for a dispensation to hold said lodge in that part of 
Dan ville connected with the village aforesaid. That he had, on 
the 31st day of August last, granted to said lodge a dispensation 
to hold their meetings in Danville, as prayed for, until the pres
ent communication of the Grand Lodge. And that said lodge 
are desirous of having this privilege extended to them by the 
Grand Lodge : 

Whereupon, on motion, 

Voted, That Tranquil Lodge be authorized to hold their meetings in that 
part of the village of Danville, which is immediately connected with the 
village of Auburn, until the furth er order of the Grand Lodge, provided, 
however, that all other lodges in the state shall have and retain the same 
jurisdiction over said town of Danville, so far as relates to receiving candi
dates from said town, that they previously possessed. 

Bros. Miller, Williams, Tufts and Boody were then appointed 
a Committee on the Pay Roll of Members. 

The Giand Lodge then resumed the consideration of the new 
constitution, and passed upon the remaining portions thereof; 
and said new constitution having been considered in all its 
parts, several provisions stricken out and other amendments 
made, was adopted, article by article, as amended. 
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On motion, 

Voted, That thirty dollars be allowed and paid to the Grand Secretary for 
his services the past year. 

The Committee on the Pay Roll then made a report, which 
was read and accepted, and the Grand Treasurer was directed to 
pay the delegates pursuant thereto. 

Bro. Smith then proposed in writing sundry amendments to 
the new constitution this day adopted, when 

On motion, 

Voted, That the Grand Lodge will entertain the proposition for. amend
ments, thus submitted. 

The same were accordingly referred to Bros. Freeman Brad
ford, Wm. Somerby and Joshua Herrick. 

On motion, 

Voted, That when the Grand Lodge calls off, it be for two weeks from 
this day, at 7 o'clock p, H., for the installation of the Grand Officers, &c. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the Grand Secretary be authorized to procure such number 
of blank diplomas as may be necessary for the ensuing year; and also such 
other blanks as may be needed for the use of the Grand Lodge. 

The Committee on the Grand Master's Address made a fur
ther report, recommending that the same be published with the 
proceedings of the Grand Lodge, under the supervision of the 
Grand Master and Grand Secretary. 

The Grand Lodge was then called off. 

Attest, C. B. SMITH, Grand Secretary. 

MAsoNs' HALL, PoRTLAND, May 18, 1848. 

The Grand Lodge was called to labor by the Grand Master at 
eight o'clock P. M.; when, but a thin attendance of members ap-
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pearing, and several of the Grand Officers being absent, the Grand 
Lodge was again called off until Wednesday, the 24th inst., at 
7?f o'clock P. M., then to convene for the installation of the 
Grand Officers. 

Attest, C. B. SMITH, Grand Secretary. 

MAsoNs' HALL, PoRTLAND, May 24, 1848. 

The Grand Lodge was called to labor at 7?f o'clock P. M., by 
the Grand Master, who presided, assisted by a competent num
ber of Grand Officers and members. 

The Grand Lodge then proceeded to the installation of the 
Grand Officers, when there being no Past Grand Master present, 
R. W. Charles B. Smith, the oldest Past Master in attendance, 
by request, installed M. W. Alexander H. Putney, Grand Master, 
and conducted him to the chair. 

The Grand Marshal then, by order of the M. W. Grand Mas
ter, announced the following appointments for the ensuing year, 
VlZ: 

R. W. SAMUEL L. VALENTINE, Deputy Grand Master, Bangor. 

FREE!rAN BRADFORD, Cor. Grand Secretary, Portland. 

" DANIEL WINSLOW, 

HEzEKIAH HuTCHINs, JR., 

LORY BACON, 

JOHN W. LINDLEY, 

AsA A. PoND, 

WILLIAM GOODWIN, 

JABEZ TRUE, 

THOMAS P. TUFTS, 

FRYE HALL, 

W. & Rev. CYRus Cu!nnNGs, 

"· 

" 

WILLIAM A. DREW, 

CYRIL PEARL, 

BENJAMIN MANSON, 

NATHAN C. FLETCHER, 

D. D. G. M. 1st Distr·ict, Portland. 

" 

2d Rumford. 

Sd 
4th 
5th 

6th 
7th 
8th 
9th 

" 

Grand Chaplain, 

Augusta. 

Union. 

Ellsworth. 

Calais. 

Bangor. 

Saco. 

Belfast. 

Westbrook. 

Augusta. 

Gorham. 

Scarborough. 

Belfast. 

" 

.. " 
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w. JONATHAN SMITH, Grand :Marshal, Westbrook. 
NELSON RACKLYFT, Grand Senior Deacon, Portland. 
EnwiRD S. MouLTON, Grand Junior Saco. 
JoHN PuRINTON, Grand Steward, Portland. 
THOMAS S. BowLEs, Bath. 
WILLIAM SOMERBY, Ellsworth. 
GEORGE s~rALL, Westbrook. 
AsA BAILEY, Grand Sword B earer, Portland. 
SAMUEL B. STET'ENS, Grand P ursuivant, Westbrook. 
EBENEZER G. EATON, Saco. 

Bro. JOHN DAIN, Grand Tyler, Portland. 

The Grand :M:aster then proceeded to install, in ample form, 
the several subordinate Grand Officers for the ensuing year
those who were absent being installed by proxy-and the Grand 
Marshal made the usual proclamation accordingly. 

R. W. Bros. Cyril Pearl, Freeman Bradford and John Williams 
were then appointed by the Grand :M:aster, a Committee on For
eign Correspondence for the ensuing year. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the Recording Grand Secretary publish, with the proceedings 

of the Grand Lodge, an abstract from the returns of the several subordi
nate lodges. 

This annual communication of the Grand Lodge was then duly 
closed. 

Attest, C. B. S:M:ITH, Rec. G1•and Sem·etary. 

ABSTRACT OF RETURNS OF LODGE~ 

UP TO APRIL 1, 1848. 

Portland, 1, Portland. William Kimball, M; James R. Milliken, sw; Henry 
C. Lovell, JW; Arthur Shirley, TR; Elias M. Plimpton, s; Richard W. 
Kennard, sn; Jonathan Swett, JD; Lemuel Bryant, ss,; Thomas J. San 
born, JS; Isaac Davis, T. Meltlbers, 80; initiates, 11. District 1 
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Kennebec, 5, Hallowell. William Nye, AI; Francis J. Day, sw; Stephen 
Lord, JW; William S. Marshall, TR; Calvin Spaulding, s; Leverett 
Lord, so; Ira Cass, JD; Stewart Foster, ss; Benj. L. Hinkley, JS; John 
A. Ewers, T. Members 22; initiates, 3. District 3 

Amity, 6, Camden. Frederick Conway, !I; Josiah Hobbs, sw; John Glover, 
JW; Benjamin Crabtree, TR; Austin Sweetland, s; Thomas Annis, so; 
J. R. Glover, JD; Samuel Chase, s8; Benjamin Crabtree, Jr., J8: Isaiah 
Barbour, T. Members, 45; initiates, 25. 9 

Eastern, 7, Eastport. Samu~l Rice, !I; Lucius Bradbury, sw; Thomas 
Haycock, JW; Thomas Parker, TR; BPnjamin Snow, 8; Joshua Hink
ley, sn: Jonas Gleason, JD; Peter Whelpley, 58; Samuel Smith, JS; 
James Norwood, T Members 57; initiates, 7; deceased, 1. 6 

United, 8, Bnmswick. James Colbn.th, AI; Samuel S. Wing, sw; John D. 
Lincoln, JW; Benj. Furbish, TR; G. Clinton Swallow, s; T. S. McLellan, 
so; Horace P. Hubbard, JD; Octavius A. Merrill, ss; Artemas Coburn, 
JB; Moses M. Marsh, T. Members, 42; initiates, 4. 1 

Saco, 9, Saco. Frederick D. Edgerly, AI; Nathan Leonard, sw; Thurston 
Libby, JW; Elijah Smith, TR; John Elden, s; James Smith, sn: James 
W. Wiggin, JD; James Hunt, ss; Trist. Scammon, JS; John Harmon, 
::ld, T Members, 32; initiates, 1; deceased, 2. 8 

Rising Virtue, 10, Bangor. Joseph C. Stevens, M; Jonathan Burbank, sw; 
John Williams, JW; William H. Mills, TR; Isaac W. Patten, s; John 
W. Sherwood, so; Silas Alden, JD; Samuel B. Brown, ss; Herman 
Fisher, Js; Simeon Everton, T. Members, 41; initiates, 14; rejected, 2. 

7 
Cumb~rland, 12, New Gloucester. John Hatch, ~~; Charles Megquier, sw; 

William llatch, Jr., JW; Ezra Tobie, TR; William J . Bradbury, s; Ben
jamin Morse, RD; Daniel W. True, JD; Nathaniel Bray, ss; David 
Allen, JS; Pelatiah Lyon, T. Members, 13 ; initiates, 3. 1 

Oriental, 13, Bridgton A. M. Savage, AI; Edwin F. Quimby, sw; George 
Peirce, JW; James Flint, TR; Samuel Andrews, 2d, s; Ebenezer Kilborn, 
so; Benj. Chaplin, JD; Austin S. Frisbee, ss; C. J. Adams, JS; John 
Burnell, T. Members, 16; deceased, 1. 2 

Solar, 14, Bath. Jeremiah Ellsworth, ~~; Scott J . Tallman, sw; Elisha 
Clarke, JW; Davis Hatch, TR; A. J. Fuller, s; J. T. Gilman, sn; E. S. J. 
Nealley, JD; Wm. H. Harrison, ss; Geo. Marston, Jr., JS; John Young, 
T. Members, 28; initiates, 4. 4 

Orient, 15, Thomaston. Benj. Carr, M; Edward Boyles, sw; Rufus C. 
Counce, Jw; Peter Williams, TR; Edmond B. Leonard, s; J.D. Barnard, 
sn; Joel Miller, JD; Enoch Carlton, ss; Isaac Bunker, JS; Luther Lin-
coln, 1'. Members; 19 initiates, 4. 4 

St. George, 16, Warren. John Miller, M; John Andrews, sw; Edward Wes
ton, Jw; Robert Jarvis, TR; Stoddard Bosworth, s; Samuel Hinkley, sn ; 
Francis Spear, JD; .James Coburn, ss; John Miller, Jr., JS; Lewis S. 
Kirk, T. Members, 35; initiates, 7. 4 

Anci ent Land Mark, 17, Portland. Charles B. Smith, ~~; Charles Fobes, 
sw; William Allen, JW; Henry H. Boody, TR; Caleb Chase, s; James 
F. Young, so; David G. Plummer, JD; Lorenzo Stowell, ss; Amos E. 
Howell, JS; John Du.in, T. Members, Ill; initiates, 1; rejected, 3; de-
ceased,3. 1 

Maine, 20, Farmington. Josiah Prescott, M; Henry Johnson, sw; Henry 
Stewart, JW; James Butterfield, TR; Joseph D. Prescott, s; Cotton 
Webster, so; Isaac Eaton, JD; Moses Butterfield, ss; Wm. Morgridge, 
JS; Nath'l Maddox, T. Members, 26; initiates, 4. 3 

York, 22, Kennebunk. Samuel Mend urn, M; Joshua Herrick, sw; James 
Larrabee, Jw; Paul Junkins, TR; Isaac Downing, s; Enoch Hardy, so; 
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Christopher Coats, JD; Abiel Kelly, Jr., ss; Benj. F. Mason, JS; Mem-
bers, 10; initiates, 1. District 8 

Phrenix, 24, Belfast, (for 1847.) Wm. G. Crosby, M; Daniel Haraden, sw; 
H. G. 0. Washburn, Jw; James P. Furber, TR; Orhea Page, s; Hiram 
Chase, so; Samuel Locke, JD; Calvin Perkins, ss; L. B. Wetherbee, 
JS; Hobert Thompson, T. Members, 27; initiates, 18. 9 

Adoniram, 27, Limington. Arthur McArthur, M; Ammi Lord, sw; Benj. C. 
Libby, JW; Hobert Cole, TR; Stephen C. Watson, s; Jabez Hobson, s·o; 
Wm. D. Boulter, JD; Peter McArthur, ss; Emerson Smith, JS; Benj. 
Blake, T. Members, 33; initiates, 1. 8 

Northern Star, 28, Anson. Joel Fletcher, M; Moses Moore, sw; John 
Pierce, JW; Benj. Steward, TR; James Y. Cleaveland, s; Lewis Cross, 
so; Andrew McFadden, JD; Elbridge G. Savage, ss; John A. Fletcher, 
JS; Chris. Thompson, T. Members, 37; initiates, 15. 3 

Tranquil, 29, Danville. William Bickford, M; Joseph Keith, sw; William 
White, JW; Archibalrl Lindsay, TR; Jacob Herrick, s; George W. Chase, 
su; Hiram Adams, JD; William Parcher, MAR; Joseph Hutchinson, c; 
Daniel Reed, Jr., T. Members, 28; initiates, 9. 2 

Union, 31, Union. Lewis Andrews, M; Nelson Cutler, sw; Gilbert M. Black
ington, JW; Eben'r Cobb, TR; John Lindley, s; Joseph Vaughan, so; 
Story Thompson, JD; John Pardoe, ss; John Williams, JS; Philo Thurs-
ton, T. Members, 43; initiates, 8. 4 

Hermon, 32, Gardiner. Stephen Webber, M; Benjamin Cook, sw; George 
H. Cook, JW; Benj. Shaw, TR ·; William Sargent, s; James McCurdy, 
8D; James Tarbox, JD.; Peter Vigoureux, 88; George Gay, JB; Joseph Y. 
Gray, T. Members, 38; initiates, 8. 3 

Waterville, 33, Waterville. Jeremiah Arnold, M; Hall Chase, sw; Jacob M. 
Crooker, JW; John Ransted, TR; Wm. M. Phillips, s; Wadsworth Chip
man, so; David Burbank, JD; Abner Chick, ss; James M. Palmer, JS; 
Stephen Tozer, T. Members, 38; initiates, 5. 3 

Bethlehem, 35, Augusta. Benj. A. G. Fuller, M; Bartlett Lancaster, sw; 
Jonas G. Holcomb, JW; Solomon T Houghton, TR; Wm. Caldwell, Jr., 
s; Israel G. Johnson, so; J. Edwin Ladd, JD; John Varney, ss; J. H. 
Patterson, JS; Joshua Rollins, T. Mtlmbers,49; initiates, 11. 3 

Washington, 37, Lubec. --- ---, M ; LeYi Caswell, 8W; Head Davis, 
JW; Theophilus Doe, TR; Jabez Mowry, 8; Taft Comstock, so; Daniel 
Haverty, JD; George Comstock, 88; Rufus Godfrey, JS; John Davison, 
T. Members, 28; initiates, 18. 6 

Penobscot, 39, Dexter. Simon Foss, M ; Reuben Flanders, sw; Levi C. 
Morgan, JW; Thomas E. Rogers, TR; William Morgan, s; Samuel Cope
Land, so; Miles Doyle, JD; Tristram P. Sawyer, ss; Nathan B. Folsom, 
Jr., JS; --- ---, T. Members, 44; initiates, 3. 7 

Lygonia, 40, Ellsworth. Calvin Peck, M; William Somerby, sw; Stephen 
G. Woodward, JW; Nathaniel A. Joy, TR; George W. Newbegin, s; 
Asa A. Pond, so; Daniel P. Lake, JD; Hazael Varnum, ss; Spofford 
P. Thomas, JS; Samuel Buckner, T. Members, 34; initiates, 17; re-
jected, 1. 5 

Meridian Splendor, 49, Newport. Edmund Pillsbury, M; James Hawes, sw; 
Ed ward Rowe, Jw; Hiram Rose, TR; Benj. F. Furber, s; Greenville 
Flint, so; William Smith, JD; William Southard, ss; Hezekiah Lan-
caster, Jr., JB; John Robbins, T. Members, 32; initiates, 4. 7 

Aurora, 50, East Thomaston. Hiram Sprague, M; Sam'! Libby, sw; Sam'! 
B. Perry, JW; Constant Rankin, TR; William A. Farnsworth, s; David 
M. Mitchell, so; Jonas Colby, JD; Ephraim Hall , ss; John W. Hunt, 
JB; James Kaler, T. Members, 54; initiates, 12; rejected, 1; deceased, 1. 

~ 
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Mosaic, 62, Dover. Elihu B. Averill, M; Luther Chamberlain, sw; Judah 
M. Hackett, JW; James S. Holmes, TR; George W. Blethen, s ; Richard 
R. Rice, so ; William P. Brown, JD; Benj. Hassell, ss; Salmon Holmes, 
JS; Daniel Chase, T. Membe.rs, 16; initiates, 1; dimitted, 1. 7 

Mount Hope, 69, Hope. Henry Hobbs, M; Josiah Hobbs, sw; John Ler
mond, Jw; Moses Dakin, TR; John S. Chitruan, s; Da'l'id Hull, T. 

Members, 9; initiates, 7. 9 
Star in the East, 60, Oldtown. Otis H. Johnson, M; Ephraim R. Lamos, 

sw; Arad Dudley, Jw; Foster Wood, TR; Samuel W. Hoskins, s; Eli 
Hoskins, so; Ira Wallace, JD; Solomon Moulton, 88; Charles Milliken, 
JS; Joseph Moulton, T. Members, 17; initiates, 5; rejected, 2. 7 
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ANNUAL COMMUNICATION. 

The Annual Communication of the M. W. Grand Lodge of 
Maine, was holden at Masons' Hall, in Portland, on the third 
day of May, A. L. 5849, and was opened in ample form at 9 
o'clock A. M., by M. W. Alexander H. Putney, Grand Master, as
sisted by 

R. W. JOHN C. HUMPHREYS, 
JOSEPH C. STEVENS, 
HENRY H. BOODY, 
CHARLES B. SMITH, 
FREEMAN BRADFORD, 

W. & Rev. CYRUS CUMMINGS, 
W. JONATHAN SMITH, 

NELSON RACKLYFT, 
HENRY C. LOVELL, 
GEORGE SMALL, 
WM. SOMERBY, 

" 
Bro. 

ASA BAILEY, 
EBENEZER G. EATON, 
JOHN DAIN, 

S. G. Warden; 
J. G. Warden; 
Grand Treasurer; 
Rec. Grand Secretary; 
Cor. Grand Secretary; 
Grand Chaplain; 
Gr. Marshal ; 
Senior Grand Deacon; 
J. G. Deacon,p1·o tem.; 
Grand Steward; 

G. Sword Bearer; 
G. Pursuivant; 
Grand Tyler. 

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS. 

First District---R. W. DANIEL WINSLOW. 
Second District---R. W. HEZEKIAH HUTCHINS, JR. 
Third Dist1·ict-R. W. LORY BACON. 
Fou1·th District---R. W. JOHN W. LINDLEY. 
Fifth District---R. W. ASA A. PONP. 
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Seventh Dist1-ict-R. W. JABEZ TRUE. 
Eighth District-H. W. THOMAS P. TUFTS. 

PAST GRAND OFFICERS. 

M. W. ROBERT P. DUNLAP, Past Grand Master. 

ABNER B. THOMPSON, Past Grand Master. 

[May 

Prayers were offered by Rev. Bro. Cummings, Grand Chaplain. 

Copies of the printed proceedings of last year were then dis
tributed among the members, and the reading of the records 
dispensed with. 

On motion, 

Voted, That Master Masons in regular standing, who may desire it, be in
vited to take seats as visitors during this communication. 

Many visiting brethren were then admitted. 

R. W. Bro. Bradford offered a resolution, 

That 'he following standing committees be appointed by the Grand Master, 
whose duty it shall be to consider and report upon all such matters as shall 
be referred to them during the present communication, viz: 

1. A Committee on Credentials. 
2. A Committee on Dispensations and Charters. 
3. A Committee on the Doings of the Grand Officers. 
4. A Committee on Returns. 
6. A Committee on Grievances and Appeals. 

Each to consist of three members. 

Resolution read and passed. 

The M. W. Grand Master then appointed as a Committee on 
Credentials, R. W. Bros. Williams of Bangor, Ellsworth of 
Bath, and Tufts of Saco. 

Which committee subsequently reported the following lodges 
to be duly represented, as follows : 

1 Portland, at Portland, by Henry G. Lovell, SW; R. W. Kennard, JW; 
Samuel R. Leavitt, Proxy. 

2 Warren, at Machias, by W. F. Hovey, Proxy. 
6 K ennebec, at Hallowell, by Francis J. Day, M. 
6 Amity, at Camden, by John Glover, M. 
7 Eastern, at Eastport, by Lebbeus Bailey, Proxy. 
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8 United, at Brunswick, by Samuel S. Wing, M; Joseph Hutchinson, 
Proxy; 0. A. Merrill, Proxy. 

9 Saco, at Saco, by T . Libby, SW. 
10 Rising Virtue, at Bangor, by T. H. Morse, M; J . Williams, Proxy. 
12 Cumbm·land, at New Gloucester, by Charles Megquier, M ; W. Hatch, 

SW; D. W. True, JW. 
14 Solar, at Bath, by J. Ellsworth, M; S. J. Tallman, SW. 
16 St. George, at Warren, by John Andrews, SW. 
17 Ancient Land-Mark, at Portland, by John B. Coyle, M; Benjamin C. 

Fernald, SW; Charles F. Safford, JW. 
19 Felicity, at Bucksport, by Joshua Dunn, Proxy. 
21 Oriental Star, at Livermore, by Robert Blackler, M; Joseph Covell, SW; 

Joseph S. Sargent, Proxy. 
22 York, at Kennebunk, by C. M. Swett, Proxy. 
23 Freeport, at Freeport, by Samuel Thing, SW. 
24 Phrenix, at Belfast, by Timothy Chase, Proxy. 
27 Adoniram, at Limington, by Arthur McArthur, M. 
28 Northem Star, at Anson, by Benjamin Steward, Proxy. 
29 Tranquil, at Danville, by George W. Chase, M; Josiah Little, SW. 
31_ Union, at Union, by L. Andrew, M. 
32 Hermon, at Gardiner, by Stephen Webber, SW; F. P. Theobald, Proxy. 
33 Waterville, at Waterville, by J. M. Crooker, SW. 
34 Somerset, at Skowhegan, by E. Weston, SW; A Wyman, Proxy. 
35 B ethlehem, at Augusta, by W. T. Johnson, Proxy. 
40 Lygonia, at Ellsworth, by William Somerby, M; D. P. Lake, JW; G. 

W. Newbegin, Proxy. 
46 St. Croix, at Calais, by Sewall Waterhouse, Proxy. 
50 Aurora, at East Thomaston, by D. M. Mitchell, M. 
52 Mosaic, at Dover, by L. Chamberlain, SW; Amory Otis, Proxy; Paul 

Douglass, Proxy. 
58 Unity, at Freedom, by Seth Webb, Proxy. 
59 Mount Hope, at Hope, by Josiah Hobbs, M. 
60 Star in the East, at Old Town, by Eli Hoskins, SW; Seth Paddleford, 

Proxy. 

Report read and accepted. 

TheM. W. Grand Master then proceeded to fill up the stand
ing committees, as follows, viz: 

On Dispensations and Charters,-Bros. Bradford, Chase of Belfast and 
Covell. 

On Doings of the Grand Officers,-Bros. Dunlap, Small and Swett. 
On Returns,-Bros. Somerhy, Boody and Webber. 
On Grievances and Appeals,-Bros. Chase of Danville, Elliot and Leavitt. 

3 
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On motion of Bro. McArthur, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to consider and report what 
business ought to be considered by this Grand Lodge, not connected with 
the duties of the standing committees aforesaid. 

Whereupon the Grand Master appointed on said committee, 
Bros. McArthur, Bacon and Coyle. 

A motion was then made that Bro. George Crawford, a mem
ber of Orient Lodge, be admitted to a seat as a representative of 
said lodge. 

Which motion was thereupon referred to a committee of five, 
consisting of Bros. McArthur, Somerby, Chase of Danville, 
Lindley and Bailey. 

Which committee subsequently reported, 

"That without a strict compliance with the by-laws of the Grand Lodge, 
no brother can be admitted to represent any lodge under this jurisdiction as 
a proxy; and that inasmuch as Brother Crawford was not elected as proxy 
of Orient Lodge, nor has he the commission required by our by.laws, he is 
not admissible to represent Orient Lodge as their proxy; but being a regu
lar member of said lodge, we recommend that he be invited to attend the 
Grand Lodge as a visiting brother." 

Report read and accepted. 

On motion of Bro. Ellsworth, 

Voted, That 3 o'clock this afternoon be assigned as the time for the elec
tion of the Grand Officers for the ensuing year. 

The following communication, addressed to the M. W. Grand 
Master, was received from Eastern Lodge, No. 7, at Eastport, 
and referred to the Committee on Grievances and Appeals, viz : 

EASTERN LODGE, No. 7, 

Eastport, Me., April 12, 1849. 

Most Worshipful Sir and Brother :-The following is an abstract of cor
respondence between Eastern Lodge, at Eastport, and Hibernia Lodge, No. 
318, at St. Andrews, New Brunswick, and resolves passed by Eastern Lod~e, 
Dec. 18, 1848, that have been forwarded to the lodges in this vicinity: 

EASTERN LODGE, No. 7, 
Eastport, Me., March 4, 1849. 

Sir and Brother :-By direction of Eastern Lodge, I herewith transmit to 
you the following statement, with a copy of a letter received from Hibernia 



Eastern Lodge, No. 7,
Eastport, December 18,1848.

On the receipt of the foregoing letter, the following resolutions were
offered and unanimously adopted:

Besoked, That we can but regard the course of Hibernia Lodge, No. 318,
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Lodge, at St. Andrews, N. B., and an abstract of resolves passed by Eastern
Lodge, Dec. 18,1848:

STATEMENT.

In August last, Mr. Alexander Boyd and James Molnoreux, citizens of
Eastport, asked for initiation into Eastern Lodge; and on a ballot being
taken, September 4, they were rejected. In the early part of November fol
lowing, it was reported to the lodge that they had been initiated at Hibernia
Lodge, at St. Andrews, N. B. On the receipt of that information, the Secre
tary of Eastern Lodge was directed to address a note to Hibernia Lodge and
ask If the information received was correct, and also to state to that lodge
that Mr. Boyd and Molnoreux had applied for initiation into Eastern Lodge
and were rejected.

EEPLT.

Hibernia Lodge, No. 318,
St. Andrews, N. B., Dec. 6,1848.

Sir and Brother:—Your communication bearing date November 17, 1848,
was received and read in this lodge. A doubt existed as to its being prop
erly authenticated, owing to the fact that no seal of Eastern Lodge had been
affixed to it. However, after some discussion, it was determined that it
should be regarded as such and answered by this lodge. As to the informa
tion you have receiv^d, respecting the initiation of James Molnoreux and
Alexander Boyd in this lodge, I am directed to state to you that it is oorrect,
and that they have since been raised to the sublime degree of Master
Masons. In reply to your inquiry, " by whom were they recommended ?"
I am directed to inform you that they were recommended by respectable
citizens of Eastport, whose recommendation would not admit of a doubt;
and I understand that nothing appeared before the lodge against their char
acter, consequently Hibernia Lodge could not, upon any just grounds, refuse

them admission.
I am also directed to remark to you in this letter that yours of November

17th contained nothing against their reputation, but only the simple fact
that they had been rejected, without showing any cause that would justify
such a proceeding on the part of Eastern Lodge.

I remain fraternally yours,
J. E. CUMMINGS, Secretary.

E. W. Master of Eastern Lodge, Eastport.
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St. Andrews, N. B., in conferring the honors of Masonry upon Alexander 
Boyd and James Molnoreux, residents of this place, after their having been 
rejected by this lodge, and without auy recommendation from the Ionge or 
from Masons, to be unmasonlike, and as calculated in a high degree to 
impair · the character and standing of the institution itself. 

Resolved, That in our opinion no man should be made a Mason out of the 
place of his residence (if a lodge there exists), without some good and sub
stantial recommendation from Masons, or the evidence of some reliable and 
substantial reason for doing the same, more especially in a case like this, 
where the lodges are so nearly in the same vicinity. 

Resolved, That a lodge is the proper judge of the qualifications of its own 
members; it has no right to reverse the judgment of another lodge passed 
upon the qualifications of its own citizens, whom they may at least be sup
posed best to know. 

Resolved, That we regard this act of Hibernia Lodge as an attempt not 
only to subvert and control the ac~ion of this lodge, but as in direct opposi
tjon to the principles and usages of the Masonic institution. 

Resolved, That under no circumstances can we fraternize with Masons so 
zpade, nor can we fellowship with a lodge which so forgets its duties and 
obligations, as we understand them, until the Grand Lodge shall have settled 
the principles involved in what we conceive to be an outrage upon this 
lodge. 

Resolved, That a statement of the facts from record, the correspondence 
of this and Hibernia Lodge, be laid before the Grand Lodge for its action, 
and that a copy of these resolutions be sent to all the lodges in this vicinity. 

A true copy: Attest, BENJAMIN SNOW, Secretary. 
M. W. Grand Master, Grand Lodge of Maine. 

The committee to whom were referred the foregoing state
ment, correspondence and resolutions, after duly considering the 
same, submitted the following report: 

To theM. W. Grand Lodge of llfaine: 

Your Committee on Grievances and Appeals, having taken into considera
tion the statement of facts, correspondence and resolutions presented by 
Eastern Lodge, No. 7, respectfully ask leave to report: 

That your committee are unwillingly compelled to the belief .that Hibernia 
Lodge, No. 318, of St. Andrews, N. B., (said lodge being under the jurisdic
tion of the Grand Lodge of Ireland,) have violated the rights and jurisdiction 
of said Eastern Lodge, as recognized and established by the immutable and 
established principles, usages and landmarks of Masonry, in accepting, ini
tiating, crafting and raising Mr. Alexander Boyd and Mr. James Molnoreux, 
citizens of Eastport, who had been previously regularly rejected by said 
Eastern Lodge, within whose jurisdiction they resided, without the consent 
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of said Lodge, or the recommendation of its Master and Wardens, as re
quired by the by-laws of this Grand Lodge in such case. Your committee 
can conceive no reason justifying Hibernia Lodge in the course it bas pur
sued; for admitting that in the present instance Eastern Lodge bad improp
erly rejected worthy applicants, it would be a most dangerous precedent 
to recognize the right of a sister lodge, acting under a separate and inde
pendent jurisdiction, to interfere with and reverse the decisions of said lodge, 
as in fact the said Hibernia Lodge, in the case above alluded to, bas done. 
And your committee cannot believe that Eastern Lodge is required, under 
such circumstances, to recognize as regular members of the fraternity, t.bose 
who have knowingly violated one of the most important and necessary rules 
of Masonry to obtain its benefits. 

Neither can your committee believe that the recommendation of citizens 
of Eastport, as set forth in the communication of Hibernia Lodge, ia any 
palliation for the course tlley llave pursued, because tile said candidates 
were from their place of residence, and the previous action of Eastern 
Lodge rendered them disqualified, let their character ancl standing be good 
or bad; and that disqualification could only be removed in the regular man
ner pointed out in our by-laws. Your committee trust, however, that our 
brethren of Hibernia Lodge will, upon reflection, with that frankn ess and 
spirit of love aud harmony which bas heretofore been manifested, make all 
the reparation in their power, and exert themselves to restore those friendly 
relations which they have thus interrupted. And your committee further 
believe that the Grand Lodge of Ireland will exert itself to prevent improper 
encroachments upon the jurisdiction and privileges of sister lodges. 

Your committee, therefore, recommend that this Gra:nd Lodge approve of 
the acts and resolutions of Eastern Lodge in the premises ; and that a copy 
of the same, with the statement of facts and the action of this Grand Lodge 
in relation thereto, be transmitted by the Grand Secretary to the Grand 
Lodge of Ireland, Hibernia Lodge, No. 318, at St. Andrews, N. B., and East
ern Lodge, No. 7, at Eastport. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

GEO. W. CHASE, ~ 
JOHN ELLIOT, ( Committ-.e. 
SAMUEL R. LEAVITT, ) 

Which report was read and accepted; and thereupon the fol
lowing resolution was unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be directed to transmit to the Grand 
Lodge of Ireland, to Hibernia Lodge, No. 318, at St. Andrews, N. B., and to 
Eastern Lodge, at Eastport, certified copies of the statement of facts, corre. 
spondence and regulations of Eastern Lodge, No.7, at Eastport, together with 
the doings of this Grand Lodge in relation thereto. 
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A petition was received from Oriental Star Lodge, asking per
mission to change their seal. 

Referred to the Committee on Dispensations and Charters. 

A communication from Bros. Hugh Curtis and others, relative 
to the establishment of a lodge at Richmond, was received and 
read; and, with their petition upon the same subject, from the 
files of last year, was referred to the Committee on Dispensa
tions and Charters. 

A petition from Joseph Clark and others for a new lodge at 
Waldoboro', was received, and referred to the Committee on 
Dispensations and Charters. 

The Grand Lodge was then called off until two o'clock P.M. 

MAY 3, 2 o'clock P.M. 

The Grand Lodge was calle~ to labor. 

A petition was received from Central Lodge, at China, asking 
for a renewal of their charter. 

Referred to the Committee on Dispensations and Charters. 

A petition was received from Bros. A. Getchel and others, 
asking for a remiwal of the charter of Vassalboro' Lodge., 

Referred to the Committee on Dispensations and Charters. 

A petition was received from Star in the East Lodge, asking 
aid for a blind brother. Referred to the Trustees of the Charity 
Fund, to be disposed of at their discretion. 

TheM. W. Grand Master then delivered to the Grand Lodge 
the following address, which was referred to the Committee on 
the Doings of the Grand Officers : 
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GRAND MASTER'S ADDRESS. 

R. W. Brethren :-Through the great goodness of our Grand Master 
above, we are again permitted to assemble in Grand Communication; and 
amidst our joyous and happy greetings let us render all thanks "to Him 
who hath governed our hearts undivided "-who hath in his inscrutable 
and merciful Providence spared and preserved so many of us, while one and 
anot!Jer, on our right hand and on our left, have been called from this 
earthly lodge to that undiscovered country from whose bourn no traveler 
returns. And while many, with whom we have traveled the rugged paths 
of life, who have been co-workers with us in rearing and beautifying our 
beloved temple on earth, are now enjoying that glorious and blessed immor
tality consequent upon a well spent life, let us rejoice that our blessed insti
tution still shines resplendent upon earth-still continues to aid in prepar
ing, amidst tabernacles o~ clay, the human family for those spiritual joys 
which await the well doer in the glorious temple above. 

I congratulate you, my brethren, that we meet under so favorable circum
stances; that everywhere, throughout the length and breadth of our noble 
state, the sound of the gavel is heard, cheering a noble band of faithful 
craftsmen, ever diligent in the duties of their respective stations, and ever 
ready to exhibit specimens of their skill, which will command the approba
tion of the skillful craftsman of every clime, and stand the test of the Grand 
Overseer's square. 

Tile various Grand Lodges in the different states of our Union and the 
neighboring Provinces have most of them kindly forwarded to us their 
annual proceedings as usual. Some few of these documents for which we 
always look with much interest, by miscarriage or some other cause, have 
not come to hand. I regret this, as they always furnish much useful as well 
as interesting matter. From those received we derive the pleasing intel
ligence that their various lodges are in a highly prosperous condition. They 
are growing rapidly, not only in numbers, but in weight of character. Men 
of virtue and piety are seeking and gaining admission within their portals ; 
thus furnishing ornaments and supports to the institution, against which 
the powers of darkness shall not prevail. 

I observe that the action in the different Grand Lodges upon the question 
of forming a General Grand Lodge has been various; some having adopted 
the constitution as proposed by the Baltimore Convention, and others, 
while they are in favor of uniting in forming such a General Grand Body, 
disapprove of the constitution as reported and accepted by the convention. 
As from this state of things, it is rendered quite uncertain whether the 
measure proposed will be accomplished the present season, it will be for 
this Grand Lodge to consider and decide upon the expediency of electing a 
delegate to attend the convention at Baltimore in July next, as proposed by 
the former convention. 
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I perceive that the decision of this and some other Grand Lodges, that a 
maimed man is not in all cases debarred the rights and benefits of Free
masonry, is freely and rather severely commented on by some Masonic 
writers. It may be judicious in this Grand Lodge to review their action in 
the premises and see if there be anything in the practice that will not stand 
the test of the true Masonic light. Yet with all due deference I can but be
lieve that these writers are losing sight of the more weighty matters of the 
law as laid down in the great light of Masonry, while they discourse so pro
foundly upon what are, (as Masonry now exists, a great moral and benevo
lent Institution,) mere non-essentials, and which would never have bad an 
existence but for the operative character of ancient Masonry. For one I do 
most devoutly revere the ancient landmarks of the order, yet do I as truly 
believe in tbe wisdom of the decision of our illustrious predecessors, who 
have virtually abrogated from the ancient regulations the provisions that 
the candidate must be true to the chnrch, and be born of honest or lawful 
parents. Would one of these zealous brethren, who contend so stoutly for 
"ancient regulations," reject the application of an honest, accomplished 
fellow citizen, because his parents indiscreetly brought him into existence 
before they bad plighted their faith at the hymeneal altar? I tmst the re
sponse must be no! And if so, then away with the technical objection which 
would exclude the warmest heart and brighest. intellect mere ly because they 
belong to one in the human form Divine, who, by some .dispensation of 
DiTine Providence, bas lost a band or a foot. I would by no means be un
derstood to advocate what some call progressive Masonry; on the contrary 
I contend for that ancient Masonry which teaches us to shun the "errors of 
bigotry and superstition," and make a due use of reason "according to that 
liberty wherewith a Mason is made free," and by which we are also taught 
to "regard the whole human species as one family-the high and low, the 
rich and poor, who, as created by one Almighty parent, are to aid, support 
and protect each other." If" to soothe the unhappy, to sympathize with 
their misfortunes, to compassionate their miseries and restore peace to their 
troubled minds, is the grand aim we have in view," how, I ask, can we con
sistently reject from our communion one whose only demerit is the loss of 
a limb, not absolutely necessary to his instruction in Masonry, yet rendering 
him sti ll more an object claiming our kindly sympathies~ There are many 
important matters treated of in the documents received, for a more particular 
account of which I refer you to the report of our Committee on Foreign 
Correspondence. 

The progress made by our subordinate lodges during the past year will 
be made to appear by the reports and returns of the several D. D. Grand 
Masters, which I recommend be published with the proceedings of this 
communication of the Grand Lodge. 

The report of your Committee on the Amended Code of By-Laws will of 
course receive that attention which its importance demands at your bands; 
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and as this subject has long been agitated, it seems particularly desirable 
that it should be fully disposed of at this time, and a committee appointed to 
superintend their publication, as all our lodges need copies for their govern
ment. 

I would also take the liberty to suggest that the Grand Lodge take some 
measure at the present session more effectually to preserve its records and 
doings, from its formation to the present time. It may be judicious to col
late and publish them in one volume, under the direction of a proper com
mittee; as doubtless all our subordinate lodges and many of our individual 
brethren would be glad to obtain copies at a fair price, which would nearly 
or quite 'cover the expense of publication. As our annual proceedings have 
not heretofore been carefully preserved, and our books of record are liable 
to be lost by accident, it will be for you to consider whether some more ef
fectual measures ought not at once to be taken for their preservation. 

I have recently granted a dispensation to a competent number of brethren 
at Waldoboro' to form and open a lodge to be called King Solomon's Lodge; 
which dispensation is to be returned to this Grand Lodge for their action 
thereon at the present session. 

And now, my brethren, as I have been twice honored through your friendly 
suffrages with a seat in this exalted chair, and am about to resign it to some 
worthy brother whom you shall elect to fill it, I beg of you to accept my 
warmest thanks for the many tokens of your respect and confidence so re
peatedly expressed in your vote electing me to the various statious I have 
filled in this honorable body. That I could not bring to this chair the dis 
tinguished ability which has heretofore characterized its illustrious occu
pants, was known to you all as well as myself ; for truly no Grand Lodge 
has been more highly favored in the character and talents of its Grand 
Masters than has this from the period of its formation to the election of the 
present incumbent. But I need not, neither can I, attempt any eulogy upon 
their virtues; their fair fame is written in the annals of our state and nation, 
and will live when the rest of us shall have followed those who have gone 
before to the house appointed for all the living. Having accepted a respon
sible station in the Grand Lodge at a time when many were weak and weary, 
and our beloved Institution seemed in danger of annihilation, I have en
deavored to exercise my little talent to promote the greatest good of the 
craft; and if, as is very likely the fact, I have, in my ardent temperament, 
in tbe heat of debate or otherwise, overstepped the proper bounds of discre
tion, and wounded the feelings of any brother, I would humbly ask him to 
attribute the error to the head and not to the heart, and forgive accordingly. 
My only regret in leaving the chair is that I have not been able to be more 
useful during the two years that I have occupied it; and approving most 
fully as I do; of the tenure of office fixed by our new code of by-laws at two 
years, I must, with renewed assurances of my regards for past favors, re
spectfully decline being considered a candidate for any office in the gift of 
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the Grand Lodge. Yet so long as I shall remain a member, it will be my 
pleasure to labor in promoting its best interests; and that each of you, my 
brethren, may receive that light from above which shall lead you into all 
truth, and so guide your deliberations and actions during this session, as to 

promote the interest of the craft in our state, and the cause of truth, justice 
and humanity generally, is the ardent p·rayer of your fellow laborer. 

ALEX. H. PUTNEY. 

The following reports were received from D. D. Grand Mas
ters, and referred to the Committee on Doings of the Grand 
Officers, viz : 

REPORT OF D. D. G. MASTER OF FIRST DISTRICT. 

To theM. W. Grand Lodge of Maine: 
PoRTLAND, May 4, 1849. 

Having served the past year as D. D. G. Master of the First District, I ask 
leave respectfully to report: 

That in performing the duties of the office, I have granted three dispensa
tions for conferring the degrees under emergencies, viz : one to the Cumber
land Lodge, at New Gloucester, and two to the Portland Lodge, at Portland. 
I have procured the books, charter and jewels of Harmony Lodge, Gorham. 
This lodge has been inactive for a great number of years; and from the best 
information I can gain, there was, at the time this lodge ceased work, a very 
respectable fund belonging to the lodge, but I can discover no signs of any 
property now remaining, of any description. I have visited officially, twice 
during the year, the Cumberland Lodge at New Gloucester. At one visit I 
assisted in work on the three degrees, and am happy to state that this lodge 
exhibits a deep interest in the cause of Masonry. This lodge has fifteen 
members, and has, during the last year, initiated six and crafted and raised 
four. 

The Portland and Ancient Land-Mark Lodges, both at Portland, I have 
visited frequently, and hesitate not to say that their work and lectliring is 
of a high order. The Portland Lodge returns ninety-three members and 
twelve initiates. Ancient Land-Mark Lodge, ninety-six members and ten 
initiates. 

The Freeport Lodge, at Freeport, from repeated misfortunes, have not 
been able to do much by way of work, and have made no returns. The 
W. Master informs me that they now have a hall and meet regularly for 
lectures and instruction. 

The "C'nited Lodge, at Brunswick, I have not bad the pleasure of visiting 
for something over a year; but their well known industry and intelligence 
is a sure and safe guarantee that the "landmarks" of the order have not 
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suffered at their hands. This lodge returns forty-four members and eight 
initiates. Very respectfully, 

DANIEL WINSLOW, D. D. G. M. Fi1·st Masonic District. 

REP ORT OF D. D. G. MASTER OF THIRD DISTRICT. 

To theM. W . Grand Lodge of Maine: 

The duties of D. D. G. Master of the Third District have not been so 
arduous, nor has it been necessary to visit the lodges therein so frequently 
as in former years. There are seven lodges in this district now in active 
operation, and without any material deviation from the ancient forms, cere
monies, lectures and work, are doing a good share of business, as their 
returns will show. These are Kennebec, at Hallowell; Maine, at Farming
ton; Northern Star, at Anson; Hermon, at Gardiner; Waterville, at Water
ville; Somerset, at Skowhegan, and Bethlehem, at Augusta. Central Lodge, 
at China, has been endeavoring to resume labor under a dispensation 
granted them by the M. W. Grand Master, having lost, among the rubbish, 
its charter, jewels and regalia. There are worthy brethren belonging to 
this lodge, who are desirous and anxious to have their charter renewed, if it 
can be done free of expense to them ; and I would respectfully recommend 
to the Grand Lodge that this favor be extended to them. 

I have visited all these lodges once, and some of them twice, during the past 
year. They appear generally to be improving and prosperous in their work; 
but there is not that perfect uniformity in the manner of doing work, which 
it is desirable there should be. It seems necessary that the Grand Lodge 
should adopt some measures to produce a more perfect uniformity in the 
work and lectures in the several lodges under this jurisdiction, and cause 
the same to be observed. The lodges in this district, and especially those 
in the vicinity of Augusta, have received a new impulse from the resuscita
tion of J erusalem Chapter, which is now in successful operation. 
r In my report to the Grand Lodge at their last annual communication, I 
gave a brief account of the situation of each lodge, which is deemed un
necessary at this time. I will observe, however, that Bethlehem Lodge, at 
Augusta, held their first meeting January 8th, in their new, spacious and 
splendid hall, designed and finished by brother William Hunt, expressly for 
their use, and also for the accommodation of Jerusalem Chapter. 

I visited Maine Lodge, at Farmington, October 11th, and installed their 
officers in due form, in the presence of many ladies, who, at a suggestion in 
my notice to visit them, were invited into the hall with a few gentlemen. 
They appeared to be much interested in witnessing the ceremonies, and left 
with apparent satisfaction and favorable impression. 

Temple Lodge, at Winthrop, Morning Star Lodge, at Litchfield, Lafayette 
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Lodge, at Readfield,* Vassalboro' Lodge, at Vassalboro', and Rural Lodge, 
at Sidney, have lost their charters, records, jewels, &c., and have nothing 
left them but the name; and I would suggest the propriety of striking them 
from the Jist of lodges in the Third Masonic District. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
LOHY BACON, D. D. G. M. Third District. 

REPORT OF D. D. G. MASTER OF FOURTH DISTRICT. 

To the M. W. G1·and Lodge of .ilfaine: 
There are six lodges in the Fourth Masonic District that are now in opera

tion; all of which I have visited during the past year, and am happy tore
port them in a prosperous condition, doing a good business. They have gen
erally held meetings weekly during the winter, and zeal and good feeling are 
manifested among the members, who are anxious to promote the good cause; 
the only contention being who best can work and best agree. 

Lincoln Lodge, at Wiscasset, have resumed work within the last year, 
after lying dormant many years, and are now exerting themselves vigor
ously in the good cause. 

St. George Lod!l'e have formerly held their meetings alternately at War
ren and Waldoboro'. But finding this arrangement inconvenient, the breth
ren of Waldoboro' have petitioned for a new charter for that place, and have 
recently obtaiped from the Grand Master a dispensation, but have not yet 
been able to organize, in consequence of the indisposition of the brother 
named as their Senior Warden. They are, however, holding meetings, pre
paring a code of by-laws, and are expecting to receive a charter from the 
Grand Lodge at the present session. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 
JOHN W. LINDLEY, D. D. G. M. Fou1·th District. 

REPORT OF D. D. GRAND MASTER OF SEVENTH DISTRICT. 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine: 
The undersigned having been appointed District Deputy of the Seventh 

District for the past year, asks leave to report: 
That he has visited all the working lodges in his district, and found them 

generally devoted to the cause of Masonry; but it is to be regretted that 
there are evident marks of rust remaining, which accumulated during the dark 
ages, and a great want of uniformity in work, which can only be remedied by 
having a competent lecturer visit and spend several days with each lodge, or 
at least with their officers. I woald recommend that the Grand Lodge take 
some efficient measures to relieve the fraternity from this evil. 

*May 4, 1849. Since the opening of the Grand Lodge this day, I received a commu
nication purporting to be from Masons belonging to Vassalboro' Lodge, requesting a 
renewal of their charter, which was laid before the proper committee. 
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I would further report that Piscataquis Lodge, located at Sebec, has not 
resumed work, and probably will not; an effort is making to unite its mem
bers with Mosaic Lodge, at Dover, which, if accomplished, will, it is hoped, 
give more activity to Mosaic Lodge. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 
Bangor, April, 1849. JABEZ TRUE. 

R. W. Bro. McArthur, from the committee upon that subject, 
made a report relative to business necessary to be acted upon at 
this session. 

Read and laid upon the table. 

The Grand Lodge then proceeded to the election of Grand 
Officers for the ensuing year. Bros. Tallman, Sargent and Web
ber were appointed to receive, sort and count the votes. 

FOR GRAND MASTER. 

Two-thirds of the votes being necessary to a choice, several 
unsuccessful ballots were taken, when upon the final ballot the 
whole number of votes cast was - 60 

Necessary to a choice, 
R. vV. Joseph C. Stevens, of Bangor, had 

And was declared elected. 

FOR DEPUTY GRAND MASTER. 

The whole number of votes cast was 
Necessary to a choice, 
R. W. John U. Humphreys, of Brunswick, had 

And was declared elected. 

FOR SENIOR GRAND WARDEN. 

The whole number of votes cast was 
Necessary to a choice, 
R. W. Freeman Bradford, of Portland, had -

And was declared elected. 

FOR JUNIOR GRAND WARDEN. 

The whole number of votes cast was 
Necessary to a choice, 
R. W. Stephen Webber, of Gardiner, had 

And was declared elected. 

40 
- 41 

- 57 
38 

- 38 

- 52 
35 

- 48 

- 40 
27 

• 36 
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FOR GRAND TREASURER. 

The whole number of votes cast was 
Necessary to' a choice, (a majority,) 
R. W. Henry H. Boody, of Portland, had 

And was declared elected. 

FOR RECORDING GRAND SECRETARY. 

The whole number of votes cast was 
Necessary to a choice, 
R. W. Charles B. Smith, of Portland, had 

And was declared elected. 

[May, 

- 22 
12 

- 22 

- 23 
12 

- 23 

R. W. Bros. Freeman Bradford, Abner B. Thompson and Jon
athan Smith were then elected by ballot a Committee of Finance 
for the ensuing year. 

The Grand Secretary then reported to the Grand Lodge thu,t 
two vacancies existed in the Board of Trustees of the Charity 
Fund. 

The Grand Lodge proceeded to fill said vacancies by ballot. 

The whole number of ballots cast was - 18 
Necessary to a choice, 10 

R. W. Bros. Alexander H. Putney and Samuel S. Wing had 
each 18 votes, and were declared elected. 

A circular from the Louisiana Grand Lodge of Ancient York 
masons was then laid upon the table by the Grand Secretary. 
Read and referred to the Committee on Foreign Correspondence. 

The M. W. Grand Master then appointed a Committee on the 
Pay Roll, consisting of Bros. Bacon, New begin and Morse. 

A communication from Union Lodge, stating the expulsion of 
a brother, was then laid upon the table by the Grand Secretary. 
Referred to the Committee on Grievances and Appeals. 

The Grand Secretary submitted the following report: 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine: 
The Grand Secretary reports, that in accordance with a vote of the Grand 

Lodge passed at the last annual communication, he procured, in July last, 
from George G. Smith, Esq., of Boston, Copper.plate Engraver and Printer, 
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300 blank diplomas for the use of lodges under this jurisdiction; 100 of which 
were impressed on parchment at 47 cents each, and 200 on paper at 12t cents 
each-amounting to $72.00. That on the first of April, finding the stock 
nearly exhausted, and presuming that a considerable number would be want
ed to furnish the lodges at and prior to this annual communication, he or
dered from the same source 500 more; of which 100 were on parchment at 
48 cents each, and 400 on paper at 10 cents each; making for this second lot, 
a bill of $88.00. These two bills, amounting to $160.00, have been paid by the 
Grand Treasurer. Of the paper diplomas procured, one-half were impresse 
on drawing paper, being the best material for such as wish to preserve them 
in frames; the other half on bank note paper, which is found most conven
ient for persons traveling, as they can be safely folded and carried in a 
pocket-book. Of the last lot procured 100 were for Past Masters. It is 
deemed probable that the supply now on band may be sufficient to furnish 
the lodges for the ensuing year. 

Respectfully submitted, 
C. B. SMITH, G1·. Sec. 

Report read and accepted. 

A communication from members of Alna Lodge, surrendering 
their charter until they shall be able to use it with advantage to 
the craft, was laid upon the table by the Grand Secretary. Read 
and referred to the Committee on Dispensations and Charters. 

A petition was received from Cumberland Lodge, holden at 
Gloucester, asking permission to hold their meetings a portion 
of the time at Mechanic Falls in Minot. Read and referred to 
the Committee on Dispensations and Charters. 

The following report was then made by the Committee on 
Grievances and Appeals: 

The Committee on Grievances and Appeals, having considered the com
munication from Union Lodge in regard to the expulsion of William S. 
Clark from said lodge, respectfully ask leave to report: That said communi
cation does not present tbe facts in the case, and that tbe committee were 
unable to recommend the approval or disapproval of the Grand Lodge there
of. 

Your committee, therefore, respectfully recommend that said lodge be re
quested to furnish the Grand Lodge, at its next regular communication, with 
all the facts in the premises, so that action can be had understandingly 
thereon. All of which is respectfully submitted, 

GEORGE W. CHASE1 } 

JOHN ELLIOT, Committee. 
SAMUEL R. LEAVITT1 
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Report read and accepted. 

The Committee of Finance then made the following report : 

The Committee of Finance have attended to the duty assigned them, and 
report: 

That they have examined the accounts of the Grand Treasurer for the 
past year and find that there has been received into the Treasury, from all 
sources, the sum of $1,215.64; and that there bas been disbursed, during 
the same period, the sum of $460.46, for which sufficient and satisfactory 
vouchers have been exhibited; and that there is now in the bands of the 
Grand Treasurer, the sum of $755.19. 

The committee take great pleasure in expressing their approbation of the 
manner in which your Grand Treasurer has discharged his responsible duties 
for the past year. 

F. BRADFORD, } . 
JONA. SMITH, Committee. 
A. B. 'l'HOMPSON, 

Report read and accepted. 

The Grand Lodge was then called off until eight o'clock to
morrow morning. 

MAY 4, 1849. 

The Grand Lodge was called to labor at eight o'clock A.M. 

R. W. Bro. Bradford, from the committee to whom was re-
. ferred certain amendments to the Constitution, which amend
ments were offered at the last annual communication of the 
Grand Lodge, and had been sent out to the several subordinate 
lodges, then reported the same with amendments, and the same 
were read and discussed in part, and laid upon the table. 

The Grand Treasurer's annual report was presented, and hav
ing been audited and approved by the Committee of Finance, 
was accepted and ordered to be placed on file. 

The following resolution, offered by Bro. Weston, was read 
and passed: 
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R esolved, That this Grand Lodge recommend to the members of the sev
eral lodges in this state to visit all contiguous lodges, and others as far as con
v~nie nt, for the purpose of mutual instruction, and of acquiring as great a 
degree of uniformity as may be practicable. 

The Committee on Returns made the following report : 

The Committee on Returns of subordinate lodges respectfully report that 
they have attended to the duty assigned them, and find that the whole num
ber of lodges that have made returns at this annual communication is thirty
five, viz: 

Portland 
United 
Oriental Star 
Hermon 
Northern Star 
Waterville 
Somerset 
Warren 
Tranquil 
Phrenix 
Mount Hope 
Felicity 
Aurora 
St. George 
Solar 
Rising Virtue 
Penobscot 
Star in the East 

Lodge. Ancient Landmark Lodge. 
Cumberland 
Blazing Star 
Kennebec 
Bethlehem 
Maine 
Eastern 
Unity 
Washington 
Amity 
Lygonia 
Lincoln 
Orient 
Union 
Mosaic 
Meridian Splendor 
St. Croix 

" 

" 

" 

These returns the committee find to be generally correct, except, in a few 
instances, that dates of the times of conferring degrees are omitted. They, 
however, find an error, probably from misapprehension, in the return from 
St. Croix Lodge, for the year ending January, 184 7, in reference to the fees 
accruing to the Grand Lodge. The Constitution provides that each subor
dinate lodge shall pay to the Grand Lodge the sum of two dollars for each 
candidate initiated therein, and an annual fee of one·eigbth of a dollar for 
each of its members. The returns from St Croix Lodge not being in con
formi ty with this provision, the committee recommend that it be re
committed to the D. D. Grand Master of that district for correction. 

The committee also recommend that the fees accruing to the Grand Lodge 
from Lincoln Lodge, which bas been in operation only six months since its 
revival, be remitted to this time. 

From the foregoing returns it appears that the number of acting members 
o~ the afoli,esaid lodges is nine hundred and ninety-four; . and that the num-

4 



i 
~ : 

'I 
II 

I' 
; ! 

I: 

'I I 

'!· 

l 
I, 

, I 

50 Proceedings of the [May, 

ber of candidates initiated therein during the past year is two hundred and 
twenty-eight. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

WILLIAM SOMERBY1 } 
STEPHEN WEBBER, , Committee. 
HENRY H. BOODY, 

This report was read and accepted, and the recommendations 
.therein contained were severally adopted. 

'The Committee on the Pay Roll made a report, which was 
read and accepted, and the Grand Treasurer directed to pay the 
delegates in accordance with the same. 

On motion, 

Voted, Now to proceed to the installation of the Grand Officers. 

The M. W. Robert P. Dunlap, Past Grand Master, having 
been invited to perform this ceremony, then took the chair and 
proceeded to install in ample form the several Grand Officers 
elect, as follows, viz : 

M. w. JOSEPH c. STEVENS, Grand Master, Bangor; 
R. W. JOliN C. HUMPHREYS, Deputy Grand Master, Brunswick; 

FREEMAN BRADFORD, Senior Grand Warden, Portland; 
STEPHEN WEBBER, Junior Grand Warden, Gardiner; 
HENRY H . BOODY, Grand Treasurer, Portland; 
CHARLES B. SMITH, Grand Secretary, Portland. 

The M. W. Grand Master then announced the following ap
pointments of Grand Officers for the ensuing year, who were 
also severally installed, by themselves or proxies, viz: 

R. W . ALLEN HAINES, Cor. Grand Secretary, Portland. 
DANIEL WINSLOW, D. D. G. M. 1st District, 'Portland. 
GEORGE W. CHASE, 2d Danville. 
LORY BACON, " 3d Augusta. 

JOHN W. LINDLEY, 4th Union. 

Au A . POND, 5th Ellsworth. 

WILLIAM H. TOBEY, 6th East Machias. 

JABEZ TR.UE, 7th Bangor. 

" JOSB!UA HERRLCK, " 8th Kennebunk-Port. 

" *F.RYE HALL, 9th " Belfast. 

.. Since• these -appointments w.er.e·made, Bro. Hall has deceased and R. w. Bro. Tlm
o.thy Chase, of Belfa.&t, b®n appointed to filllhis place. 
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W. & Rev. CYRus Cu!nnNGS, Grand Chaplain, Portland. 
WILLIAM A. DREW, " Augusta. 

CYRIL PEARL, Standish. 

JosEPH HurcHINSON, " Brunswick. 

NATHAN C. FLETCHER, " Belfast. 

w. JONATHAN S~IITH, Grand Marshal, Westbrook. 

NELSON RACKLYFT, Grand Senior Deacon, Portland. 

EDWARDS. MouLTON, Grand Junior " Saco. 

JOHN PURINTON, Grand Stewar(Z, Portland. 

SELAH G. DENNIS, East Thomaston. 

WILLIAM SOMERBY, Ellsworth. 

GEORGE SMALL, Westbrook. 

ABA BAILEY, Grand Sword Bearer, Portland. 

SAMUEL B. BROWN, Grand Pursuivant, Bangor. 

EBENEZER G. EATON, Saco. 

Bro. JOHN DAIN, Grand Tyler, Portland. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the consideration of the amendments proposed to the Con
stitution of the Grand Lodge, be assigned for two o'clock this afternoon. 

The Grand Lodge was then called off until 2 o'clock P. M. 

MAY 4, 2 o'clock P. :r.r. 

The Grand Lodge was called to labor. 

Bro. Hobbs submitted a motion that the fees accruing to the 
Grand Lodge, from Mount Hope Lodge, for initiations during 
the past year be remitted. Motion laid on the table. 

The Grand Lodge then resumed the consideration of the 
amendments of the by-laws, which had been submitted to the 
lodges, and reported upon by the committee to whom they had 
been referred. And the said amendments were severally consid
ered and adopted, article by article, with further slight amend
ments by the Grand Lodge ; when, on motion, it was 

Voted, That the several articles reported by the committee, and as 

amended by the Grand Lodge, be adopted as constituent portions of th~ 

Constitution and By-Laws of this Grand Lodge. 
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On motion of M. W. Bro. Putney, 

Voted, That .five hundred copies of the Constitution and By-Laws of the 
Grand Lodge, as revised and amended, be published, under the direction of 
the committee who reported the same. 

On motion of M. W. Bro. Putney, 

Resolved, That the standing order passed by this Grand Lodge on the 23d 
day of June, 1845, by which the dues of dormant lodges under this jurisdic
tion were to he remitted for one year after resuming work, be, and the same is 
hereby rescinded. This resolution to take effect from and after the first day 
of September next. 

Bro. Bradford, from the Committee on Dispensations and 
Charters, then made the following report: 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine: 
The Committee on Dispensations and Charters, having bad under consid

ation the various matters referred to them; ask leave to report: 
That in January, 1[)48, the requisite number of masons at Richmond, in 

the fourth masonic district, presented a petition to the M. W. Grand Master 
for authority to open and bold a lodge in the town of Richmond, by the 
name and style of Richmond Lodge. This petition was approbated by the 
D. D. Grand Master of the fourth district, and the petitioners were recom
mended by Solar Lodge at Bath. The usual fee did not accompany the peti
tion, and the Grand Master having some doubt whether the petitioners 
should not be recommended by Hermon Lodge at Gardiner, as being in fact 
somewhat nearer than Solar Lodge, caused the petitioners to be notified 
of his doubts in this respect, and also of the requisite fees as prescribed by 
the by-laws of this Grand Lodge at that time. There the matter appears to 
have rested;' and the same petition is now presented to this Grand Lodge. 

Your committee are of opinion that the recommendation of Solar Lodge is 
sufficient in this case, and they are informed by the representatives of Her
mon Lodge, that no objection is made on the part of that lodge, to the estab
lishment of a new lodge at Richmond. The committee, therefore, recom
mend the adoption of the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a dispensation in the usual form be granted to the petition
ers, on their paying the usual established fee, authorizing them to open and 
hold a lodge at Richmond, Maine, by the name and style of Richmond 
Lodge. 

The committee further report, that they have examined the petition of 
certain brethren in Waldoboro', praying for a cllarter of constitution for a 
new lodge, to be named King Solomon's Lodge. The petition is signed by 
fifteen brethren, who are recommended by W. Master and Wardens of St. 
George Lodge, Warren, and the W. Master and Wardens of Union Lodge, 
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at Union, and approbated by the R. W. D. D. Grand Master. Though the 
recommendation is not in the form prescribed by the regulations of the Grand 
Lodge, still, the committee are satisfied that the act of the Master and War
den of the two nearest lodges was done by the consent and authority of 
their respective lodges. On this petition, the M. W. Grand Master issued 
his dispensation on the 4th of April last, and the same is now returned to 
this Grand Lodge, but not accompanied with any proceedings or by-laws. 
The reason for this omission, is, that said lodge, (owing to the short length 
of time since the dispensation was issued,) have not had time to complete 
their organization. The committee are satisfied tbat tiJe Masonic skill and 
ability of the petitioners are a sure guarantee of their conforming to the 
usages and customs of the craft; and being assured that the petitioners will 
forward to the Grand Secretary an attested transcript of their proceedings, 
and of their by-laws, they recommend the adoption of tbe following reso
lution; 

Resolved, That upon the reception of an attested copy of the proceedings 
and of the by-laws of said petitioners, a charter be issued to them agreeably 
to the regulations of the Grand Lodge, authorizing them to form and hold a 
lodge at Waldoboro', by tile name and style of King Solomon's Lodge. 

The committee further report, that they have examined the petition of 
certain members of Central Lodge, No. 45, at China, praying for a dispensa· 
tion to resume their Masonic labors, and for a new charter, instead of one 
lost or destroyed. A dispensation has been granted agreeably to the prayer 
of the petitioners, and is now returned, under which they bave re-organized 
and commenced work. Your committee, therefore, recommend that a new 
charter be granted to Central Lodge, agreeably to tbe provisions of the con
stitution and regulations of the Grand Lodge. 

The committee further report, That they have had under consideration, a 
communication from certain members of Village Lodge at Bowdoinham, set
ting forth that said lodge is about t9 re-organize, and requesting to be in
formed whether it is the pleasure of the Grand Lodge to continue to it its rights 
and privileges as a regularly constituted lodge. This Grand Lodge hails with 
pleasure and saLisfaction, every effort that is made by dormant lodges to 
commence their Masonic labors; and its policy has been to continue to them 
all their rights and privileges. It relies on the judgment of tbe individual 
members of decayed lodges, whether they can sustain themselves as a reg
ular lodge after re-organization. The valuable privileges that our venerable 
institution confers upon all worthy Masons are strong incentives to perse
vering efforts on their part, not only to secure and preserve those privileges 
to the initiated, but also to keep up the organization of their respective 
lodges, in which the principles of our order may be cultivated and diffused. 

Your committee would therefore recommend to Village Lodge, and to all 
others similarly situated, to resume their Masonic labors, provided, they can 
sustain themselves as a lodge. 
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The committee further report: That they have had under consideration, 
the application of Cumberland Lodge, situated in New Gloucester, asking 
for a dispensation to hold its meetings a portion of the time at Mechanic 
Falls in Minot. This application is approbated by the representative of 
Tranquil Lodge, now located in Danville, and the committee being of opinion 
that it will be for the interest of Masonry that the request of Cumberland 
Lodge be granted, recommend the adoption of the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Cumberland Lodge be permitted to hold its meetings a 
portion of the time of the ensuing year at Mechanic Falls, in Minot, and 
that a dispensation be issued to said lodge, by the Grand Master for that pur
pose. 

The committee further report: That they have had under consideration 
the subject matter of a communication from certain brethren of Vassalboro' 
Lodge in Vassalboro', setting forth that their charter, records and furniture 
are lost; and asking for a new charter. The petition is not approbated by 
the D. D. G . .J\iaster, for the reason that be has had no opportunity to learn 
the situation and condition of said lodge. The committee, however, recom
mend that a dispensation be granted to said brethren whenever tbey shall 
have complied with the requirements of the Constitution of this Grand 
Lodge. 

The committee further report : That they have had before them the applica
tion of the W. Master and J . Warden of Oriental Star Lodge, at Livermore, 
requesting in behalf of said lodge, permission and authority to change and 
alter the seal thereof. The committee find that said lodge has an act of 
incorporation, and presuming that said act grants to said lodge the power 
to use a seal and to alter the same at pleasure, they recommend that this 
Grand Lodge leave the matter with the members of Oriental Star Lodge to 
do in the premises what to them shall be deemed proper. 

The committee further report: That they have had before them, a com
munication from brothers John D. McQrate and others, members of Alna 
Lodge, in which they signify their desire to surrender their charter, reserv
ing to themselves the privilege of having the same restored whenever they 
find that they can use the same for the benefit of Masonry. 

The charter has been surrendered, and the same is now in the hands of 
the Grand Secretary. 

This surrender is made agreeably to the provisions of the third article of 
the Constitution of this Grand Lodge, and your committee regard it as a 
precedent worthy the imitation of all lodges under our jurisdiction similarly 
situated. They recommend this Grand Lodge to accept the same and hold 
it in trust for Alna Lodge. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 
FREEMAN BRAFORD, Per Order. 

The foregoing report having been read and considered, it was 
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Voted, The same be accepted, and that the several recommendations of 
the committee therein contained be adopted. 

A circular was then received' from a committee of Portland 
and Ancient Land-Mark Lodges, inviting this Grand Lodge to 
be present and unite with said lodges in a public celebration of 
the anniversary of St. John the Baptist, in Portland, on the 
26th of June next. 

Whereupon, on motion, 

Voted, That the Grand Lodge do accept the invitation aforesaid and 
attend accordingly. 

On motion, 

Voted, That this Grand Lodge be represented by a delegate in the con
vention proposed to be holden in Baltimore, on the second Tuesday in July 
next, to form and organize a Supreme Grand Lodge of the United States; 
Provided, said convention shall be convened iu accordance with the terms 
and conditions submitted by a convention of delegates assembled at said 
Baltimore, on the 23d of September, A. D. 1847. 

Voted, That the first four Grand Officers of this Grand Lodge be author· 
ized and requested to appoint a delegate from this Grand Lodge to said con
vention ; Provided, they shall ascertain that the same is to be holden as 
proposed. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the Committee on Foreign Correspondence be desired to 
make a report at the special session of the Grand Lodge to be holden at 
this place, on the evening of the 25th of June next. 

The Grand Lodge was then called off until seven o'clock P.M. 

MAY 4, 7 o'clock P. M. 

The Grand Lodge was again called to labor. 

On motion of R. W. Bro. Webber, 

Voted, That the Grand Secretary's bill for postages, stationery, etc., 
amounting to $18.29, be allowed and paid ; and that the sum of forty dollars 
be also allowed and paid him for his services as Grand Secretary the past 
year. 
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R. W. Bro. Haines then submitted the following resolutions, 
which were read and passed. 

Resolved, That it is expedient to collect and publish, in a single volume, 
the proceedings of this Grand Lodge from its institution to the present time. 

Resolved, That the foregoing resolution be transmitted to each subordinate 
lodge in this jurisdiction, with a request that they will severally communi
cate their opinion upon the same at our next annual communication, together 
with a statement of the probable number of copies that will be taken by the 
members of their respective lodges. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the fees paid by Waterville Lodge into the Grand Treasury, 
for the initiation of two clergymen, be refunded to said lodge. 

On motion of M. W. Bro. Putney, 

Voted, That the sum of twenty dollars be allowed and paid to the Grand 
Treasurer for his services the past year. 

R. W. Bro. Boody, Grand, Treasurer, then tendered the afore
said sum of twenty dollars to the Grand Lodge, to be added to 
the Charity Fund. 

Whereupon M. W. Bro. Putney offered the following resolution, 
which was unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Grand Lodge be tendered to R. W. Bro. 
Henry H. Boody, Grand Treasurer,. for his liberal donation to the Charity 
Fund; and also for his faithful services and successful efforts in managing 
the funds of the Grand Lodge committed to his charge as Grand Treasurer. 

The following resolution was then submitted by R. W. Bro. 
Bradford, and passed unanimously : 

Resolved, That the sinrere thanks of the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine be 
tendered to our M. W. Bro. Alexander H. Putney, P. G. M., for the able and 
faithful manner in which he has presided over the deliberations of this 
Grand Lodge for the past two years; and that he carries with him the best 
wishes of the members for his health, usefulness and happiness. 

Voted, That the Grand Secretary be requested to publish, in the usual 
form, a suitable number of copies of the proceedings of the Grand Lodge, 
with the Grand Master's address, reports of D. D. Grand Masters, &c. &c. 

The Grand Lodge was then closed in ample form. 

Attest, C. B. SMITH, G'rand Secretary. 
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SPECIAL COMMUNICATION. 

JUNE, 1849. 

A Special Communication of the M. W. Grand Lodge of 1\faine 
was holden at Masons' Hall, in Portland, on the 25th of June, 
1849, and opened in due form, at 7Y2 o'clock P. M. 

PRESENT. 

R. W. JOHN C. HUMPHREYS, 
FREEMAN BRADFORD, 

" 
NELSON RACKLYFT, 
JOHN B. COYLE, 
CHARLES B. SMITH, 

W. & Rev. CYRUS CUMMINGS, 
CYRIL PEARL, 

W. CORNELIUS HOLLAND, 
DANIEL WINSLOW, 
JOHN COLLINS, 
ARTHUR McARTHUR, 
JOHN DAIN, 

Grand Master, p.1t.; 

S. G. Warden; 
J. G. Warden, p . t.; 

Grand Treasurer, p. t.; 
Grand Secretary; 
Grand Chaplain ; 

" 
S. G. Deacon, p. t. ; 
J. G. Deacon, p. t. ; 
Grand Steward, p. t. ; 

Grand Tyler. 

With many other members and visiting brethren. 

Prayers were offered by Rev. Bro. Pearl, G. Chaplain . 
• 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence for the past year 
then submitted their annual report, which was read and accept
ed, and ordered to be published with the proceedings of the 
Grand Lodge, as follows, viz : 

To theM. W. Grand Lodge of Maine : 
The Committee on Foreign Correspondence would respectfully report : 
That the course of Freemasonry is onward with the progress of human 

events and flight of time. Each year is now a year of increasing prosperity 

I 



58 Proceedings of the [June, 

in all that pertains to the interests of this department of useful labor. The 
correspondence of the past year is fruitful in useful information, and gives 
promise of still higher results to he wrought out by the skill and fidelity of 
the increasing numbers now seeking admission to our order, and vowing 
allegiance to the principles of Masonry at our cherished altars. During the 
year we have received communications from the following corresponding 
bodies, viz: Provincial Grand Lodge from the District of Montreal and 
William Henry of Canada; the Grand Lodges of New Hampshire, Vermont, 
Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, 
Georgia, Kentucky, Alabama, Indiana, Iowa, Wisconsin, Michigan, Missouri, 
Mississippi, Texas, and from Louisiana we have communications from two 
bodies claiming to be Grand Lodges of that state. 

The committee regret the absence of any reports from the Grand Lodges 
of Massachusetts, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Florida, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Arkansas and the District of Columbia. This Grand Lodge 
would be happy to exchange annual salutations with all the Grand Lodges 
of this Union, and learn the progress of the order from their own reports. 

While progress, prosperity and harmony generally prevail, in the juris
diction of all Grand Lodges reported, it is unpleasant to be obliged to report 
again that the conflicting claims of the Grand Lodges of Louisiana and Mis
sissippi still mar the symmetry of our National Masonic Edifice. The lfl.st 
year your committee chose to take no part in the controversy and forebore 
to express any opinions of its merits. 

The present position of the question seems to demand a full statement for 
the consideration of this body, and especially as both the bodies now claim
ing to be Grand Lodges of Louisiana now submit the questions at issue to 
corresponding bodies for their adjudication. 

The history of the difficulties in Louisiana is somewhat complicated, but 
may be thus stated : In 1812, " the Grand Lodge of the State of Louisiana" 
was formed and was fl.cknowledged, and continued to be regarded as the 
legitimate Grand Lodge of the state by all corresponding bodies till within a 
short period. Eighty subordinate lodges have been under its jurisdiction, 
and twenty-eight of these in a state of activity were represented in the Grand 
Lodge for 1849. Within a few years, complaint has been made by some of 
the subordinates that the Grand Lodge had departed from the ancient land
marks by accumulating under its jurisdiction the Modern, or Scotch and 
French rites, along with the rites Qf Ancient York Masonry. The Grand 
Lodge of Mississippi, in view of this complaint, or of what they deemed un
masonic in Louisiana, assumed the responsibility of deciding that there was 
no Grand "Lodge in that state and proceeded to exercise jurisdiction by 
establishing some seven lodges as Ancient York Masons. These lodges 
were chartered in February, 1848, having previously received dispensations 
from the Grand Master of Mississippi Grand Lodge. On the eighth day 
of March, 1848, these lodges assembled in the city of New Orleans and pro-
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ceeded to organize a Grand Lodge, and we have their constitution and their 
proceedings at the said meeting, embracing the appeal of the committee of 
six lodges thus associated in forming the Louisiana Grand Lodge of Ancient 
York Masons. This appeal the committee submit as part of the history of 
this controversy, as follows : 

CIRCULAR 

To the Grand Lodges of Free and Accepted Masons of the United States. 

The undersigned committees, appointed by George Washington .Lodge, 
Lafayette Lodge, Warren Lodg.e, Marion Lodge, Crescent City Lodge and 
Hiram Lodge, of Ancient York Masons, working in the cities of New 
Orleans and Lafayette in the State of Louisiana, under dispensations from 
the M. W. Grand Lodge of the State of Mississippi, to prepare a statement 
of the causes which impelled the members of these lodges to repudiate the 
authority of the Grand Lodge of Louisiana and to seek relief from their 
grievances, as Ancient York Masons, at the hands of the Grand Lodge of 
Mississippi, respectfully report: 

That the Grand Lodge of the State of Louisiana, originally a regular body 
of Ancient York Masons, has forfeited all claim to the allegiance of regular 
Ancient York Masons, by flagrant departures from the ancient landmarks of 
our order in tmwy essential particulars; insomuch as to impose upon us the 
imperative duty of discontinuing all Masonic communication with that body. 

Amongst the departures from our ancient usages, and the innovations in 
the body of Masonry introduced by that body, we enumerate the following: 

1. She openly exercises the power of granting charters, authorizing 
lodges to work according to the Scotch Rite, and the Modern or French Rite 
-as they are called in her Constitution-and admits the officers of such 
lodges to sit and vote in her own body as members thereof. Thus com
pelling Ancient York Masons to hold Masonic communication with persons 
whom we have ever been taught to consider as clandestine Masons ; with 
whose usages and ceremonies we are unacquainted ; and whom we cannot 
recognize as Masons at all by those means which are the only lawful tests of 
Masonic privileges. 

2. She has, in her own words, "accumulated under her authority and 
jurisdiction, the three rites," say "York, Scotch and Mode-rn," by virtue of 
power granted her on the 14th day of January, 1833, by what she calls" the 
Grand Consistory of the Sovereign Princes of the Royal Secret, 32°; "- a 
body of whose very existence we, as Ancient York Master Masons, are igno
rant; but which body, the Grand L.odge of Louisiana tells us, possesses su
p1'eme authority over the first three degrees of Scotch and Modern Masonry; 
and all this is done by a body pretending to be a Grand Lodge of Ancient 
York Masons. 

. She expressly permits the sons of masons, of every rite, to be initiated 
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into our mysteries before they become men of lawful age, to wit: when they 
are only eighteen years old. L Constitution, Art. 4.] 

4. She bas established iu her body "a Council of Rites,'' divided into 
two sections-one composed of three Scotch Rite masons, and the other of 
three Modern or French Rite masons, who have exclusive authority to inquire 
into all matters concerning those rites respectively; excluding the Ancient 
York Masons of the Grand Lodge, from participating in the action of that 
body in matters over which she, as a body, exercises jurisdiction; while these 
Ancient York Masons are as ignorant of the work of this Council of rites as 
we are of that of the Odd Fellows. [See Constitution, Arts. 15 and 16.] 
Moreover, this Council of rites is appointed annually by the Grand Master, 
who must, hence, necessarily be botll a Scotch and French or Modern Mason, 
to be fully qualified for his office; and hence it also follows, that an Ancient 
York Mason, as such, is disqualified from being elected to preside as Grand 
Master of an Ancient York Grand Lodgo. These principles are destructive 
of that equality which is essential to the continued existence of our ancient 
(not modern) and unchangeable order. [Constitution, Arts 54 and 56.j 

5. She not only grants charters of three different kinds, to three different 
rites of masons, (as she calls them,) but she grants charters to lodges of 
Ancient York Masons, authorizing them to cumulate the Sentell and French 
Ritr.s with their own, and to initiate, pass, and raise persons in the same 
lodge, according to the ceremonies of all and each of said three rites; thus, 
in fact, blending all three of the rites together; and this is true, notwith
standing her formal denial of such blending of rites together. [Sec. 2, Res
olution passed 27th November, 1845.j 

6. She bas interfered with the religious opinions, and wounded the con
sciences of many true masons .under her jurisdiction, and bl\s changed one 
of our usages, by prohibiting the installation of the officers of the subordinate 
lodges on St John's day, unless that day happened to fall on a Sunday, and 
requiring such installation, in all cases, to be performed on a Sunday. 
LAmendment to Constitution, Art. 63, adopted 27th January, 1846.j 

7. She has violated the ancient Constitutions of the Order, by prohibiting 
all masonic processions and ceremonies, even for the purpose of discharging 
the sacred duty of burying a dead brother, who has desired to be so interred. 

8. She has destroyed the secrecy of the ballot box, by ordering that the 
member casting a negative vote shall state his reasons to the Master of the 
lodge, and curtailed a. long established right hy empowering the Master to 
reject the vote if he does not deem the reasons sufficient. [Art. 68.) 

9. She has abridged the rights of the subordinate lodges, by ordering that 
no Mast.er elect shall be eligible to the Grand Offices, unless he shall have 
served a year as Master, by this means throwing the preponderance into the 
hands of the life members, since every Master may become such after one 
year's service. [Art. 7, Sec. 1.] 

10. She has abridged the rights of the subordinate lodges by the admission 
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of life members, not being representatives, by means of which the representa
tives of subordinate lodges are outnumbered on every question regarding
their interests, and the whole power is tbown into the hands of those whose 
sole aim is to aggrandize the Grand Lodge, and who often have no connec
tion with any subordinate lodge. [Sec. 1, Arts. 7 and 8.1 

11. She has abridged the privileges of the subordinate lodges by requiring 
the country lodges, when not represented by their officers, or a member of 
the lodge, to choose a proxy from among the existing members of the Grand 
Lodge, and who shall be a resident of the city of New Orleans. lSee Art. 11, 
adopted 27th June, 1846.] 

12. Worse than all this, she has permitted and encouraged in the subor
dinate lodges, working under her jurisdiction, and in her own body, an inno
vation in the body of Masonry, which it would be unlawful here to communi
cate, a procedure not only at variance with our first taught duty as Masons, 
but wholly subversive of one of the fundamental principles upon which our 
sacred institution is founded, and its principal safeguard. 

Besides those, there are many other grievances and irregularities of which 
we have a right to complain and which we cannot commit to writing, but 
which we know to be subversive of the first principles of our beloved order. 

Your committee believe that the foregoing facts speak for themselves, and 
the illegal measures of the Grand Lodge of Louisiana need only to he known 
to regular Ancient York Masons, to be generally reprobated. And they in
dulge a hope that when the true state of Masonry in Louisiana shall be 
known to the different Grand Lodges of the United States, the action of the 
M. W. Grand Lodge of Mississippi will be approved, and that the Grand 
Lodge of New York will rescind her resolution of the 7th September, 1847, 
and render justice to their oppressed but true-hearted brethren of Louisiana, 
whose only offence is an uncompromising resistance to the introduction of 
any "changes in the body of Masonry," by any power whatever, and a fixed 
and steady determination faithfully to discharge all the solemn duties im
posed upon them as Ancient York Masons, without being blended together 
against their consent. 

And we solemnly maintain, that French or Scotch Rite Masons, as such, 
have no greater right to intermeddle with or govern us, than the Sons of Tem
perance, Odd Fellows, or Knights of the Red Cross have, however good these 
societies may be. 

All good societies should be sustained by good men; but this forms no 
reason why any two of them should be united, cumulated, or blended to
gether, particularly against the will of either. 

For the truth of the facts asserted in this report, we pledge our faith as 
Masons, and challenge a personal investigation of them by all regular and 



62 Proceedings of the [June, 

enlightened Ancient York Masons throughout the world, to whose judgment 
-trlone we are both bound and willing most cheerfully to submit. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 
Willis P. Coleman, C. D. Lehman, John Gedge, Committee of George 

Washington Lodge. M. R. Dudley, John P . McMillin, R. Parkinson, 
Lafayette Lodge. Thomas H. Lewis, D. Blair, J ohn Clariborne, War
ren Lodge. W . H. Van Rensselaer, Fisher Rawson, E. Belleau, 
.Marion Lodge. W. H. Howard, T. Greenfield, Joseph W. Carroll, 
Crescent City Lodge. Joseph Moss, N. Silverthorn, John Southwell, 
Hiram Lodge. 

The Grand Lodge of Mississippi at the annual communication recognizes 
this new Grand Lodge of Louisiana and justifies its own agency in creating 
it. The committee, after vindicating their course in view of the censure and 
remonstrance of the Grand Lodge of New York, hold this language: "Yet 
we hope to be pardoued if we are not always bushed when New York 
speaks," but on the contrary, we do not hesitate to say that if New York, or 
even Ireland, should give the same just grounds for exclusion from our asso
ciation, Mississippi would be as ready, though great would be her regret for 
the existence of the cause, to withhold her right baud of fellowship from 
them as she was from the old Gra!ld Lodge of Louisiana. It is proper for 
us to add also, that Mississippi, prosperous almost beyond example in her 
own jurisdiction, had no ambition to extend it beyond her own state lines; 
money she did not want, for she refused to receive the dues of the lodges of 
Louisiana. She had no malice to gratify, and she has uttered no harsh 
word, nor bas she anathematized any nor even interdicted intercourse with 
the Masons of Louisiana still acknowledging allegiance to the old Grand 
Lodge. Your committee, however, believe the latter a duty which she 
ought now to perform. She has always been ready and willing to recognize 
all regular Ancient York Grand Lodges. She knows no others, and does 
not desire to bold communion with any who do not properly and proudly 
bear tbis title ." It is proper here to state that several of the Grand Lodges 
have spoken decidedly against the action of the Grand Lodge of Mississippi 
even before the Grand Lodge of Louisiana bad fully explained and vindicated 
its position. Some of these have censured the course of Louisiana in ac
cumulating the modern rites and for other alleged innovations, but all or 
nearly all censure Mississippi for invading her jurisdiction. The Grand 
Lodge of Missouri, at the communication in 1847, ably discussed the contro
versy as it then stood. In 1848, after copying the appeal of the several 
lodges united in the new organization, thus they close their notice of the old 
Grand Lodge: "Your committee ardently hope and recommend to this 
Grand Lodge to desist from their errors, review with calmness and reason 
their respective positions-and so amend their action as to make it comport 
with the established customs and principles of Free and Accepted Masons." 
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In this counsel all good Masons will doubtless be agreed, and it is also due 
to the parties that we should hear what the Grand Lodge of Louisiana has 
to say in defence of her course, and in reply to those who animadvert upon 
her conduct and invade her jurisdiction. In addition to her usual communi· 
cations we have a labored report of a committee appointed to inquire Into the 
rise and progress of Free Masonry in Louisiana, and the accumulation of 
rites in and by the State Grand Lodge. This document of twenty-eight 
pages is a full statement of the case as viewed by the old Grand Lodge of 
Louisiana, and whatever may be the merits of some of the reasonings of the 
committee, the historical facts are such as to deserve the most careful con
sideration by those who would censure that Grand Lodge or withdraw from 
it the hand of fellowship. Masonry was established in Louisiana before she 
became a state or a part of this Union. 

In 1793, a lodge was chartered by the Grand Lodge of South Carolina. 
In 1794, other masons who followed the French Rite applied for a charter to 
the Grand East of France, which failed in consequence of the revolution then 
raging; bnt a charter was granted by the "Sincerity Provincial Lodge of Mar
seilles,'' and the lodge installed by a delegation from that body according to the 
French or Modern rite. Thus the beginnings of Masonic light in Louisiana 
were the dawnings of these two stars, rising from two distant parts of 
the Masonic horizon. The "Polar Star Lodge,'' using the Modern or French 
Rite, and the "Perfect Union Lodge," using the York Rite, yet lived in har
mony and regarded the members of each as brethren. In the beginning of 
this century another lodg,e was formed receiving its charter from the Grand 
Lodge of Pennsylvania, as Charity Lodge. At this time Masons were 
obliged to meet secretly in Louisiana owing to the political and religions in. 
terdiction of the reigning government. Charity Lodge was established in 
1804. In 1806, another was chartered by the Grand Lodge of New York, 
styled Louisiana Lodge. In 1807, the Grand East of France chartered a 
chapter which was installed on the 24th of May. The same year another 
lodge was formed, and soon after another by Masons lately arrived from St. 
Domingo. 

Thus of the six original lodges, one, and also the chapter, obeyed the 
Grand East of France; three the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania; one the 
Grand Lodge of New York, and the other of South Carolina. But the com
!llittee say : "Nothing is more worthy of our admiration than t.be spirit of 
union and fraternity which reigne.d among them all ." In 1809, two others 
were formed by masons coming from the French and Spanish colonies, 
which also were chartered by Pennsylvania. York as well as Scotch and 
French Masons united In the chapter established by France, no other being 
chart.ered till 1811, when two were chartered by the Grand Chapter of Penn· 
sylvania. From this period the committee date "certain difficulties" which 
they say have never been well known by the fraternity. A difficulty arose 
between "Louisiana Lodge," chartered by New York, and" Harmony Lodge," 
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which obeyed Pennsylvania, in which other lodges subsequently took part. 
About this time the Polar Star Lodge, which was constituted according to 
both the Scotch and French Rites, applied for a York charter, which was 
granted by Pennsylvania in 1811. This lodge thus accumulated the rites 
because it depended at the same time on the Grand Orient of France as 
well as on the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, but without mixing them or 
confounding them in any of their sessions or other labors. The committee 
say, "the whole city knew it, all the lodges of the state were cognizant of it 
-all masons were, or could be, witnesses of the same," and thus they date 
"the frank, open and loyal entry of the accumulation of rites in Lousiana 
from October 20, 1811." 

In April, 1812, the proposal to establish a Grand Lodge was responded to 
by six of the seven lodges then existing, and at a subsequent meeting, July 
11, 1812, the Grand Lodge of Louisiana was organized by five of the seven 
lodges, the Louisiana Lodge and the Harmony Lodge declining to co
operate in this measure. 

From that time the Grand Lodge has instituted sixty-one lodges, the two 
which refused to unite in the Grand Lodge finally ceased their existence. 
The committee say that of the lodges of the state five follow the Scotch Rite 
and three the Modern or French Rite ; and proceed to explain the cause of 
the mixture. One, the Polar Star Lodge bad accumulated the rites prior to 
its incorporation into the Grand Lodge, and the first chapter as we have 
seen was connected with this, and was the only one till Hill, and embraced 
Masons of the different rites . In 1813, the Royal Arch Masons met in con
vention and formed the Grand Royal Arch Chapter for the State of Louisi
ana. This in five months const ituted four subordinate chapters, which 
became highly prosperous. This rapid increase caused inquietude to many 
Scotch Masons then in the state who applied to the proper authority of 
their rite, and during the same year a Grand Consistory was formed in 
the southern part of the Union, and installed and proclaimed in New Orleans. 
Thus two Masonic authorities existed in Louisiana, that of York Masonry 
represented by the Grand Lodge, and that of Scotch and French or Modern 
branches by the Grand Consistory. It was seen that difficulty might arise 
from this divided jurisdiction, imd the founders of the Grand Lodge early 
sought to avert such evils, and in seeking for an act of incorporation they 
took care to secure one which would admit of union, still preserving the 
rights of all concerned. This Act was passed and approved March 18, 1816, 
and is given at length in the report of their committee. It gives no prefer
ence to the York over the Scotch Rite, but both are equally protected by it. 
Several of the petitioners for the act are named as being at the same time 
both York and Scotch Masons. The committee assure us, however, that 
"the Grand Lodge bas never ceased to work according to the forms and 
tenets of the York Rite, which it professed from the day of its installation, 
agreeably to the ritual laws of the same." 
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From 1821, the Grand Lodge bad been informed that a reunion bad taken 
place in England and France in the various Masonic Rites, and it accord
ingly decided that all regular Masons, to whatever Rite they belonged, 
should be admitted as visitors in all the lodges of its jurisdiction. The 
Grand East of France bad entered into a concordate with the Supreme Coun
cil of the Scotch Rite in 1804, securing to each its appropriate honor, rank 
and privilege. The Grand C?nsistory in Louisiana was composed of Masons 
both of the York and Scotch Rites, and is described as maintaining a dis
creet silence and re~pecting the established order of things, till, weary of the 
agitations introduced yearly by York Masons, they desired at length either 
a fraternal separation or a clear and concise con cordate which should secure 
the respective positions which Masons occupied in both Rites. Such a sep
aration, it is supposed, would have taken place in 1833, had not a special 
effort by enllgbtened Masons secured overtures from the Grand Lodge which 
were responded to by the Grand Consistory, and a concordate thus established, 
whicd the committee give in full. This document is very explicit on the 
part of both the Grand Lodge from which the proposal came, and of the 
Grand Consistory in its reply. The document itself and the reasonings 
which sustain the Grand Lodge in itM present position, are worthy of careful 
study, and are herewith submitted as part of this report. 

"NEW ORLEANS, January 10, 1833. 

" The G1·and Lodge of the State of Louisiana, To tlze Grand Consistory of 
the Sublime Princes of the Royal Secret in the State of Louisiana, Sov
ereign of Sovereigns, G1·eat Prince and Illu.~trious Commander in Chief. 
- and ye all Sublime Princes: 

"Motives of the hig!Jest kind for the welfare of the Masonic order have 
determined the Grand Lodge of this state to constitute in its bosom a 
special chamber for the symbolical degrees of Scotch Masonry. 

"Consequently, it begs this Grand Consistory to divest itself of the right 
which it has to constitute Scotch Lodges here, to transfer the same to said 
chamber, and to give proper information of said transfer to the lodges now 
working under its jurisdiction, directing them to obey henceforth the com
mands and statutes of the State Grand Lodge in its said chamber. 

"Please, illustrious brethren, to accept the sincere vows which the Grand 
Lodge makes for the prosperity of your august labors and for the happiness 
of each of yon in particular. 

"Wi th these feelings, the members of the Grand Lodge have the favor to 
salute you with the numbers which are known to you. 

"By order, DISSARD, Gr.and: Secretary." 

It is clear that the proposition to accumulate the rites came from the Grand 
Lodge, and that it was laid by it in terms most positive and precise. Its 
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authors acknowledged that the accumulation prayed for existed already in 
the Grand Lodge, and that its only object was to obtain at the hands of the 
Grand Consistory, the authorization of entertaining the same, and the con
firmation of a power which it had -in fact assumed before. 

The Grand Consistory saw with a '·heartfelt pleasure the Grand Lodge take 
the first step, and more anxious to secure rights which bad been contested, 
than to enter into minute details as to the why the accumulation of rites 
had taken place before in the Grand Lodge, and bow it should be adminis
tered in future, it MJswered the above communication in the following 
forms: 

"NEw ORLEANS, January 28, 1833. 
"Lux EX TENEBRIS. 

" The Sovereign Grand Consistory of the Princes of the Royal Secret, 82°, 
of the Scotch Rite, To the most illustriouB Grand Lodge of the State of 
Louisiana, in its Scotch Symbolical Chamber. ' 

ILLUSTRIOUS BROTHER 

"I have the favor to inform you that the Sovereign Grand Consistory has 
rTeceived the communication which bas been sent to it by the most illustrious 
Grand Lodge in its Scotch Symbolical Chamber. After having maturely re
flected on the beneficial consequences which are to follow for Masonry in 
general, from measures which tend to uni te the various rites of our frater
nity, and which will more perfectly answer the spirit of our valuable Institu
tion, the Grand Consistory has given to all the lodges of its jurisdiction the 
necessary instructions in order that such a worthy enterprise on the part of 
the most illustrious Grand Lodge should be accomplished as speedily as 
possible. 

" Consequently .and agreeably to the direction sent, as above said, to each 
of the Scotch lodges here, we have the favor to inform you that they all sub
mitted with joy to the orders given to that effect by the Grand Consistory, 
that they are prepared to receive new constitutions from the most illustri
ous chamber over which you preside, and that they have already sent back 
to the archives of the Grand Consistory, the charters which they had under 
its dispensation. 

"The supreme authorities of Scotch Masonry in the state of Louisiana, 
have not hesitated to yield to a body so respectable as the most illustrious 
Grand Lodge is, the rights which it cannot fail exercising with splendor and 
justice :-And the Grand Consistory ardently wishes that the Grand Lodge 
find in this cession of a noble and so useful right, a new proof of the desire 
which the Princes of the 'Royal Secret had to perpetuate between the Scotch 
Rite and the others, such an alliance -as will necessarily be for the glory and 
prosperity of Freemasonry, under whatever banner its disciples may decide 
to walk. 

"Please illtss1rious and dear brother, to ·accept for yourself and for the 
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illustrious body over which you preside, the fraternal and sincere vows 
which the Sovereign Grand Consistory and all the Sublime Princes who 
compose it, will never cease to make for your prosperity, aud believe, 

"Illustrious Brother, 
"In the true devotedness of your respectful brother, 

"A. W. PICHOT, Secretary pro tern. 

"By order of the Grand Consistory." 

Any commentary upon documents of this kind would be useless. The 
con cordate is laid in terms most solemn and expressive; and supposing that 
it was a wrong to enter .into it, the Grand Lodge alone is to be reprehended 
for it, because the accumulation of rites results from the very nature of the 
Scotch tenets in Masonry. The Grand Consistory, by assenting to it in the 
way proposed and carried out, as above said, complied with an act of justice 
under the benevolent auspices of an enlightened and sensible fraternity. 

York Masons are, as such, dispensed with having in their lodges the gos
pel of Christ, and it is pretty certain that they have no right to bring it 
there. But Scotch Masons who profess, as such, a sincere belief in that 
sacred book, are bound to keep it in their temples, and there to place it on 
the Old Testament as being its proper basis. 

Whence it follows that they admit the rite of York, which, as we have 
said above, is nothing more nor less than a perpetuation of the Mosaic law 
among Christians. 

Your committee !Jave thought that there was no use in going beyond the 
above mentioned concordate. All facts which have taken place since, are 
well known by all the brother Masons who occupy now the seats of this 
Grand Lodge, and those of the various lodges under its jurisdiction. 

In 1839, the Grand Consistory h:\s been superseded in our state by the 
Supreme Council of the Scotch Rite ; and considering the spirit which ani
mates the members of the same as well as those of the Grand Consistory and 
of the Councils and Chapters under its jurisdiction, we may say that the 
Scotch branch of Freemason·ry is now well established among us. Nothing 
is more easy for it than to spread its tenets, and, consequently, its power 
over all the Southern and Western ·states of our confederacy, said Supreme 
Council having defacto and de jure tile necessary authority so to do. 

Nay, we have heard from proper persons, that its Grand Commander and 
other members are well informed of the discussion to which the accumula
tion of rites has given rise in the Grand Lodge, and that they are ready to 
taM the first step, and ask for a final separation, in case a disastrous spirit 
of party should prev11il among us, over a spirit of fidelity to the true intent 
of our statutes. 

Thus, your committee consider that the separation of rites would be no 
less out of season, than dangerous: but the importance of such a conclusion 
renders it necessary for us to set forth the motives which have led as to it. 
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Our good Brother Grand Secretary will give you in a special report, correct 
extracts of the several opinions which the various Easts of our confederacy 
and of Europe have expressed on this question; and by perusing the same, 
you will be better qualified to draw from them such consequences as will 
appear to you most rational. 

But after having attentively read each of them, we think that they can be 
reduced to three principal ones: 

The first being of those who approve the accumulation of rites; 
The second, of those who candidly acknowledge that they do not under

stand it; 
And the third, of those who condemn it in the most absolute terms. 
Then, a succinct exposition of what is to be understood by the accumula

tion of .rites in a Grand Lodge, will suffice both to enlighten those who do 
not comprehend it, and to determine pro or con those who are disposed 
either to approve or to reject it. 

When a Grand Lodb.e authorizes the lodges under its jurisdiction to fol
low the rite which they prefer respectively, or to work as they please, either 
of the existing ritea, b:ut without mixing or confounding them into one, and 
provided a work begun according to the forms of one rite be not conducted 
at any period of the same, according to the forms of another, we say that 
there is an accumulation of rites; and that accumulation exists whether the 
Grand Lodge alluded to tWorks these rites itself, or has a 1·ite of its own 
which it fotlows, both in its own temple, and in the lodges under its juris
dio.tion, whatever be the rite .they belong to respectively. 

Thus, a Seotch Grand Lodge accumulates the rites when it exercises its 
jurisdiction ovet· York and Modern Lodges; and reciprocally a York Grand 
Lodge accumulates the rites when it exercises its jurisdiction over Scotch 
or Modern Lodges in the way we have.above mentioned. 

Bnt it is to be observed that no ·Grand Lodge can accumulate the rites, 
unless there are in its bosom as many symbolical chambers or committees 
as there are rites worked under its jurisdiction, and that the members of 
said chambers or committees must respectiv.ely belong to the rite which they 

.have to conduct under its authority. 
Whence it follows that the accumulation would be more appropriately 

rtermed THE CONFEDERATION Of rites. 
M-asons who oppose the accumulation of rites so far as we are concerned 

,jn the matter here, aver that wherever it exists, York Masons are initiated 
,to the ·Scotch forms and tenets, and reciprocally, Scotch Masons initiated to 
the forms .and tenets of the York Rite, because they enjoy then a reciprocal 

.,rigi;Jt to .1:imt each other in their reciprocal lodges, and thus to participate 
.ml).~ually ·in ,bhe signs, works, and numbers, which, it seems, belong respect• 
•ive}Y:· to .each ·rite in paPticular, and can by no means be either shared with 
.or cou;m;mnicated to a foreign body. 

This is an a11pa~:ently cogent objection·, and it would at once put an end to 
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the question, if it rested not upon an impossible hypothesis, that is, upon a 
communication of the words, signs and numbers of the ancient rite of York 
to Masons who do not belong to it. By the very nature of their institution, 
of their doctrine and of the. accumulation of rites which they are consequent 
ly bound to admit, Scotch Masons can no more help being York Masons, 
than Christians can help acknowledging the Jewish dispensation. 

Then, unless it is inconsiderately pretended that a York Mason can not be 
initiated to the Christian forms of the Scotch branch of Masonry, and that 
a Scotch Mason pas no right to be acquainted with the Judaic tenets of the 
ancient rite of York, it is evident that the accumulation of rites constitutes 
a real advantage instead of being a violation of principles. 

Anywhere it exists, Scotch and York Masons are brethren, and the benefits 
resulting from Masonry are spread there more profitably on a much larger 
scale: whilst a constant war of doctrines and therefore an imminent danger 
of paralysis for either of the opponent bodies, must and does prevail any
where it is either contested or rejected. 

But it is said that tbe Scotch Rite is essentially opposed to the ancient 
rite of York, and their accumulation cannot be permitted without leading to 
a practical denial of either. 

Yoar committee think that a solemn distinction is to be established here: 
and this is perhaps the most interesting part of their report. 

There is no doubt that the Scotch Rite and the ancient rite of York repre
sent two extremes between which a powerful barrier seems to rise: but as 
both come from the same place, which is the temple of the natural Jaw and 
aim at the same end, which is the reunion of all men in the sanctuary of a 
glorious and happy brotherhood, this barrier exists but for such Masons as 
believe in a religion, the doctrines of which are directly opposed to the main 
tenets and consequences of the Scotch rite. 

But that requires an explanation, which we hope will be satisfactory to 
all. 

From the time God made man, he breathed into him the principle of 
mental life, and engraTed in his heart and mind the immutable doctrines of 
ciTil and religious morals. Man soon forgot what he owed to his maker, 
and in proportion as he departed from the marvellous abodes where truth 
and virtae entertained him with the sweetest hopes, he saw a world of pas
sions accompany his steps. The inspirations from above withered one after 
one in his soul; and the generations which inherited gradually his misfor
tune, were called to witness the evils by which the degradation of our kind 
is followed. In the vast universe where God had alone a right to be adored, 
all was God except God himself. 

Yet, truth being stronger than falsehood, and vice unable to stifle virtue, 
a few wise and honest men appeared from amidst that awful wreck, who 
undertook to preserve the true doctrine in silent and mysterious recesses, 
and to practice it in spite of the many bad religions and wicked forms of 
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governments which succeeded each other on earth; and this was the first or 
natural Freemasonry ! ! ! 

Modest and faithful depositary of the divine teachings which bad primi
tively dropped from above, it endeavored to perpetuate them among nations 
which a lamentable idolatry seemed to burl forever into the irretrievable abyss 
of falsehood. 

No doubt that Moses was acquainted with Freemasonry in Egypt, whence 
many believe it first came, though it is evident to learned masons that it 
began with Adam himself in Eden, and that the patriarchal dispensation is, 
consequently, the point to which masonic truth must constantly be referred 
in order to preserve its real nature and basis. 

The Jews, more happy than many other nations, because patriarchal tra
ditions bad been better preserved among them, bad received Masonry from 
the Egyptians; and religious truth having less suffered in Judea than in any 
other part of the globe, and its people being governed by a theocratic legis
lation, which was a mere preparation to the renewal of mankind in better 
times, wise and learned men added thereto the primitive forms of Masonry, 
many rloctrines and prayers which they had borrowed from the sacred ritual, 
books and ceremonies of their priesthood; and this was the second or Judaic 
Masonry!!! 

Now, it is a well authenticated fact that towards the end of the Jewish 
monarchy, there were in Judea many sects which contended for the empire 
of wisdom, and that each of them pretended to the exclusive privilege of 
teaching and ruling the nation. The chosen people, with the rest of the 
world, were struggling in the very heart of a political and religious revolu
tion under the Roman sway ; and darkness seemed to threaten anew the 
whole universe, when a son of a royal branch of Judah, Jesus Christ, ap
peared, animated with that divine virtue which moves the heart, full of that 
wonderful light which pervades the intellect, and of that moral omnipotence 
which subdues the soul; and this was the third or Christian and last Ma
sonry!!! 

Your committee will not describe how the disciples of Christ took upon 
themselves to preach his gospel and to spread it over the world. All of us 
know that it bas prevailed from south to north and in the remotest western 
regions, reforming everywhere the manners of men and calling them back 
to the purest feelings of their divine origin. 

But as all decays that falls into the hands of man, Christianity (as its pre
decessors, the natural law and the Mosaic dispensation) was soon vested 
with the spurious forms which veiled its primitive excellence and beauty, 
and was no more to be seen except with the dreadful train of wars, dissen
siQns, quarrels, persecutions and hatreds, which its various interpreters 
never ceased to create and raise in its name. 

Then a remedy was needed to cure so many evils, and the voice of truth 
sought to make itself beard somewhere, in order that men whom the various 
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sects of the Christian world constantly tended to separate, might find a 
place of rest and reunite under the protecting influence of Christian frater
nity and toleration. 

But who was to prepare the remedy and raise the voice ?-Freemasonry. 
All that was most pure in the doctrine, most useful in the morals and most 
rational in the form and ceremonies of the primitive Christianity, was gath
ered by some brother Masons who endeavored to bring it again into practice. 

It is true that by so doing they exposed themselves to be cursed and 
anathematized by an ambitious priesthood; but through their cares and 
efforts charity prevailed, and the three-fold ring formed by the Natural law, 
the Mosaic preparation, and the regeneration of mankind by Christ was 
saved from the deadly blows of an unprincipled philosophy and shameless 
fanaticism . 

These are potent facts; and from their accomplishment we must date the 
distinction now existing between the various branches of Freemasonry. 
Some lodges either refused or neglected to take a part in that solemn pro
gression; and in the same manner, as at the time the Judaic forms of Ma
sonry prevailed, nations unacquainted with the Jews kept the forms of the 
first or natural Masonry which exists still, with trifling modifications in the 
East, so have we lived to see many Masons adhere to the forms and cere
monies of Judaic Masonry, whilst many others adopt and follow the forms 
of the third or Christian Masonry. 

Endless discussions may be had on Freemasonry, and many a long or 
subtle argument may arise from a captious examination of the annals of 
past ages, or from the doubts which the history of modern times would seem 
to suggest; but as we have intimated above, facts are facts and can by no 
means be destroyed. 

Any person ever so little acquainted with Freemasonry as it is now prac
ticed mast admit that its symbolical or first three degrees are common to 
all nations, whilst its philosophical or high degrees, as we understand them, 
are worked in one way by the Jews . and in another by the Christians, and 
that they rest for the former on the Old Testament, whilst for the latter 
they rest on the New. 

It is also well known that the Ancient Rite of York is essentially Judaic, 
and the Scotch Rite essentially Christian. The degree of Knights Templar, 
which seems to terminate the Rite of York, is, in fact, a perfect stranger to 
it and depends in no way or manner upon the ruling authorities of the same, 
whether in the symbolical or philosophical degrees, whilst all the degrees of 
the Scotch Rite, from the first to the thirty-third, are necessarily and closely 
united together, in the same manner as Christianity unites with the Mosaic 
preparation, and through it, with the natural law. 

However, let us not suppose that the merits of the Rite of York are in 
any way impaired by such a difference. Scotch Masons consider York 
Masonry as a worthy predecessor, to whom they owe and pay the most 
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respectful homage, and stand to it as it stands to the first or natural 
Masonry. 

But if it be so, and your committee think that no other conclusion can be 
drawn from the premises, is it not evident that the accumulation of rites is 
in no manner incompatible with the true principles of Freemasonry, and 
that no one can sustain the contrary doctrine without deciding at the same 
time, that a Turkish, Indian or Chinese Mason cannot be received a York 
Mason on the ground that he follows Natural Masonry only and believes 
not in the distinctive doctrines taught by the second or Judaic Masoury. 

There are in the endless temple of Freemasonry, as well as in heaven, 
various mansions; and symbolical Masonry, though it offers a few differ
ences in its forms, words and signs, is common to all Masons, because it is 
essentially founded on the law of nature, which binds all mankind, and can 
therefore be administered by one and the same power in any country. 

As to the philosophical Masonry, it depends on other powers which are 
out of the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge, and in which alone is vested the 
right to watch over their respective prerogatives. 

Thus it is the opinion of your committee that far from being opposed to 
the fundamental principles of the York Rite, the accumulation complained 
of is, on the contrary, the most glorious and authentic confirmation of the 
same. Any Grand Lodge which accumulates the rites professes at the 
same time the heavenly doctrine of universal toleration, and as the 
Almighty Architect of the universe himself, opens its bosom to all the masons 
of the earth. 

However, in case a majority of the Grand Lodge should think proper to 
defeat the views of your committee and to pronounce themselves against 
the accumulation of rites, it is necessary to lay before you the probable con
sequences of a separation. 

The Scotch Rite, as we have already stated, is well established in Louil!
iana. Its organization is undoubtedly better than ours, because the two 
branches of symbolical and philosophical Masonry unite therein, to a com
mon centre or authority, which, though it is manifold on account of the 
thirty-three members who either do or may compose it, is 'nevertheless 
indivisible on account of the principle and sacred oath which tie them 
together. Many of our brethren here know it well. Around the Supreme 
Council of the Scotch Rite may be seen, at all times, the Grand Consistory, 
the Grand Chapter and the Grand Lodge of the same. They are as many 
auxiliary bodies which help each other, and found their respective strength 
in their common allegiance. 

Besides, the administration of the Scotch Rite moves on a basis, the parts 
of which are, at the same time, very distinct from each other, and so solidly 
cemented that they can by no means be separated. The theocratic principle 
which the Jewish Masons haTe bequeathed to York Masons, is superseded 
there by the republican principle, for every Scotch Mason bas to be before 
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all a Christian in heart and mind, that is perfectly free in his views and 
kind to all . 

Is it not to be feared that, by opposing a masonic power already so strong 
and so worthy of our admiration, we will force it to resist our presumption, 
and thus create a masonic adversary who from the moment it is better 
known in a country so essentially religious and Christian as ours is, will 
certainly obtain a signal preference over any other masonic authority 1 

Your committee are aware of many small difficulties which a subtle mind 
may suggest here. Whenever a doctrine becomes a matter of discussion, it 
is impossible to convince such persons as have previously decided, that they 
are in the wrong; and in the same manner as there would be no use in at
tempting to bring into a desirable unity of religion the ministers of the vari
ous sects into which christianity is divided, so do we give up the hope of 
attracting into the bounds of an universal formula the abettors of the present 
schism. 

There are masons, in the eyes of whom, Masonry consists of a mere no
menclature of facts and forms which they have, no matter how and when, 
borrowed from another country or nation. We pity their fate. Masonry 
has neither light nor services to expect from them. They are only good to 
make automatons and to live themselves as such. 

Others are simple enough to believe that a true mason is absolutely bound 
to accept the forms with which, it is said, Prince Edwin vested Masonry in 
924, and to reject all others. But if Lhey are in the right, is it not self-evi
dent that the present symbolical Masonry has ceased to be the universal or 
rather true Masonry, because this one existed certainly before the above 
mentioned royal reformer who bad, as we presume, received from no one, a 
right or power to wed Masonry to forms which nations unacquainted with 
the Jews could neither know nor admit. 

But if Symbolical Masonry is of all times and places, why do the Scotch 
Masons insist so much to be recognized as such by this Grand Lodge of 
York 1 This is, surely, a great question: but it was put to us by the Scotch 
Masons. If York Masons, do they say, are true masons and well convinced 
that they are bound to extend a fraternal band to Chinese, Turkish and 
Christian Masons as they extend it to Jewish Masons, why do they presume 
to force us to follow exclusively their tenets and forms 1 

We cannot answer them without condemning ourselves most explicitly. 
Either York Masonry is an exclusive and ex parte Masonry, and in such 

case it is bound to acknowledge the fact without any restriction or by-way, 
in order that non-Judaic and Christian Masons may know bow to act with 
it; or it constitutes but a branch of Universal Masonry under the name and 
title of York Masonry; and in such case, it bas no right to reject Christian 
masons who constitute that other branch of Masonry which is known by the 
name and title of Scotch Masonry. 

Any Grand Lodge which admits a Chinese Mason who can swear but by 
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the hooks of Confucius, or a Turkish Mason who takes no oath but on the 
Alcoran, cannot exclude a Christian Mason who is bound to swear by the 
Gospel of Christ; and if in spite of the masonic form and tenets which a 
Chinese or Turkish Mason follows, we are bound to let him participate in 
York ceremonies, in symbolical lodges, how can we refuse the same favor to 
a Christian Mason, notwithstanding the forms and ritual which he is bound 
to prefer 1 

This is a cogent dilemma; we have either to change the whole organiza
tion of Symbolical Masonry, and to substitute to it everywhere a ritual 
drawn according to the law of nature which is common to aU men, or to 
admit that in each East the Grand Lodge which administers its symbolical 
lodges is bound to folJow a ritual framed according to the religion and man
ners of said East, without prejudice to the rights of the other Easts, and of 
the masons who inhabit them. 

Every one will, no doubt, see that of these two alternatives the second is 
the best; but if we prefer it, who can deny that Scotch Masonry has a right 
of citizenship in a York Grand Lodge; who can deny, as we have caused 
you to notice it above, that it is impossible to reject Scotch Masons from the 
York Grand Lodges of our confederacy, without abjuring at the same time 
the fundamental principles of Symbolical Masonry, without hurting the re
ligions and manners of our own country, without preparing for the Scotch 
Rite the most glorious triumph, as it will be enough for its adherents to raise 
their voice in the name of Christ among Christian populations, to secure for 
itself the admiration of aU masons of some sense, and to attract them grad
ually to its bosom! 

The members of your committee belong to both rites. They have ascended 
almost all the degrees of the York and Scotch branches of Freemasonry. 
Not a thought was expressed, nor a word written by them in this report, 
which is not derived from their personal experience and knowlege in these 
matters. Sincerely devoted to the cause of our fraternity, they considered 
themselves bound to inquire with a scrupulous care into the true character, 
object and end of the two rites, to analyze them with due respect to the two 
authorities upon which they depend respectively, and to do fuU justice to 
both. Should their conclusion astonish some of you, they respectfully beg 
leave to state that it is the unavoidable result of a long reasoned convic
tion, and not the poetical expression of their ardent desira to see no change 
whatever in the actual organization of this Grand Lodge. 

On another hand, our constitutive charter is so worded that even a ma
jority of aU the members of our sovereign body could n<Jt lega11y reject the 
Scotch Rite without the legal consent of the Scotch Masons under our juris
diction. 

But such a consent has to be the necessary result of a concordate; and 
you may easily conceive that two essential points will constitute the same, 
that is to s_ay, a reciprocal right granted to the Scotch and York Lodges to 
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visit each other after the separation, and, moreover, a proportional distribu
tion of the funds of this Grand Lodge. 

It is true that the first of these two points depends on our will only; but 
any sort of discussion on the second would be useless. There was a Scotch 
Lodge, to wit: the "Polar Star Lodge," among those which constituted this 
Grand Lodge, and, as it fully appears by the concordate above related, this 
Grand Lodge bas most solemnly declared itself to be natural protectress and 
guardian of the Scotch Lodges which it bas either acknowledged or founded, 
and which it administers now. Then it is plain that the less numerous of 
these lodges, and even the humblest brother in any of them, is actually 
vested wit.h a legal right which no majority whatever can take from him. 

Shall we imprudently run the c:hance of a separation which would be 
altogether fatal in itself and conductive of so many obstacles~ 

We live in an enlightened century. Men, far from laying much stress on 
minute distinctions, are always ready to laugh at them; and any person of 
sense would undoubtedly make sport of a quarrel or lawsuit, the object of 
which should be to have it determined by a court of justice, whether a 
trifling difference of signs and forms constitutes a moral and legal right in 
Freemasonry. 

If this was a question of principle, your committee are prepared to say 
that no fear, no consideration and no obstacle would stop you. But whilst 
we take for certain that it is a mere question of vanity for a few, and a sim
ple misunderstanding on the part of many others, we do not hesitate to say 
that the separation of the two rites would be pernicious, and that it is both 
the interest of Freemasonry in general, and of this Grand Lodge in particu
lar, to avoid it. 

JAMES FOUE.HOUZE, Chairman of the Committee. 

Published by order of the Grand Lodge. 

E. of New Orleans, this 26th day of the twelfth masonic month, 5848 (26 
February; 1849.) 

F. VERRIER, Grand Secretary. 

It is proper for the committee here to say that a large proportion of the 
Grand Lodges of this Union, as well as those of Ireland and France and 
other European countries, have noticed this controversy and expressed 
opinions of its merits with more or less copiousness. Some of these lodges 
censure the Grand Lodge of Louisiana, and admonish her to lay aside the 
objectionable features in her Constitution and practice in accumulating rites, 
but nearly all reprobate the course of the Grand Lodge of Mississippi in 
usurping jurisdiction in that state. 

With the exception of the Grand Lodge of Missouri, the old Grand Lodge 
Louisiana. is still recognized as the supreme autb,ority of Masonry in that 
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state; and Missouri does not justify the course of Mississippi in the recent 
invasion of its jurisdiction. 

Your committee would suggest for the consideration of this lodge, the im· 
portance of a careful examination of the documents herewith presented in 
regard to the pending controversy, and while we may at present forbear to 
express a final verdict, they would suggest that the committee which may 
succeed them be requested, in view of all the light which may in the mean 
time be secured on the subject, to report to this body what action ought to 
be taken upon this controversy. This delay will not imply any want of in
terest in the questions at issue, but may well suggest to our brethren there, 
our earnest desire that they will correct whatever is wrong in their existing 
organization and usages, and which tends to produce strife and division. 
May we not hope that it shall be thus made the duty of your committee then 
to report that harmony is fully restored in our sister state, by the return of all 
parties to the simplicity of our ancient Mystic Rites, and the fullest exhibi
tion of love and good work, by the same appropriate usages of our time-hon
ored institution 1 

The Grand Lodge of Vermont, which for years had lain inactive and 
whose revived energies but recently struggled into life, now appears in the 
enjoyment of vigorous health and prosperity, and vindicates her rights to 
the fraternal recognitions of her sister lodges. And well does she deserve 
this, after the severe discipline of suffering to which those have been subject
ed who held fast by her altars in the hour of trial. The Grand Lodge of 
New York, which for a time doubted the loyalty of the re-organization in 
Vermont, now welcomes this Northern Star to its place in the Grand Con
stellation, and all sister lodges will rejoice in the progress and increasing 
splendor of this luminary of the Mountain State. 

In the correspondence of this Grand Lodge there is mnch to cheer us in 
the evidence thus afforded of the rapid increase of workmen and the increas
ing skill and fidelity of the master builders in the Masonic edifice now ris
ing iu silent, but imposing grandeur, in the eyes of the world. Such is the 
progress of the work that even the disagreement and disorder around the 
Southwest corner of the Temple to which we have given so much space in 
this report, is after all scarcely visible in the grand result, and thus inspires 
the hope that those who have occasioned it will review and retrace their 
steps, and disperse themselves among the workmen to resume their labors 
and repair the injuries they have occasioned. 

New York still desires corresponding bodies in the other states to require 
Grand Lodge certificates of all who hail as visiting brethren from the lodges 
of her jurisdiction, and some of the other states approve of this as a general 
system, while others deem this an unnecessary innovation upon ancient 
usage. Your committee would recommend a careful scrutiny of the creden
tials of visiting brethren who hail from New York lodges, while they doubt 
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the expediency of adopting the use of Grand Lodge certificates as a pre
requisite to visiting in the lodges of this juri~diction . 

Some of the Grand Lodges have adopted the practice of requiring of all 
resident masons, not connected with any lodge, the payment of a yearly tax 
as a condition of visiting in any of its subordinates. It may well suggest the 
inquiry whether a still better method may not be applied in our own jurisdic
tion by encouraging all ~ucb residents to become acting members, and in 
case of change of residence to remove their relation to the nearest working 
lodge. 

A commendable degree of interest is manifested in the several states, and 
various methods adopted, and with varied success, to secure uniformity in 
the work of the order. So far as we can discover, these efforts are bnt par
tially successful, whether attempted by Grand Lecturers having the sole 
charge of this matter, or by the District Deputies in their several departments• 
or by a union of both, or by attempts to exemplify the work in the body of the 
Grand Lodges for the instruction of the representatives of the subordinates. 
Precise uniformity i~t not perhaps to be expected, certainly not except as the 
result of time and patient effort. It is happy for the interests of the order that 
there can be substantial harmony, and a generous co-operation, without a 

· stereotyped uniformity; and the great interests of the order are not sacrificed 
by a failure to secure a perfect and universal agreement in the use of forms, 
signs and symbols. Generous hearts and willing bands can leave their im
press on the age and their memorials on the walls of our Masonic edifice, 
even if there is slight diversity in the method of doing it. Still, progress 
in the work, and the approximation to a uniform and perfect standard of ex
cellence is greatly to be desired, as the discipline by which this is gained 
is the means of promotil!g mental and moral progress, and moulding the 
elements of our common nature into symmetry and beauty, which can 
never be the result of carelessness or indifference to modes and forms. In 
this view the committee repeat their opinion that the creation of a Supreme 
Grand Lodge, with wise and carefully prescribed powers and limitation, is 
an object worthy of high regard. Instead of enlarging upon this topic they 
would simply refer to their views expressed more fully in the last annual re
port. Most of the Grand Lodges of the Union have had this subject under 
consideration and have come to conclusions more or less at nriance with 
the views of this Grand Lodge and with each other. 

Some are decided in their objections to a Supreme Grand Lodge under 
any circumstances, others approve of such an organization but object to 
some features in the constitution presented. More than the number re
quired have decided in favor of a Supreme Grand Lodge, but not a sufficient 
number have approved of the constitution last year presented, and conse
quently it is still inoperative, and no Supreme Gran~ Lodge exists. This 
Grand Lodge will doubtless hold itself prepared to unite in the formation of 
such a body, with suitable powers and privileges, whenever the necessary 
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number of Grand Lodges shall concur, and unite in convention for that pur
pose. 

Since the above report was written the committee have received evidence 
that an unhappy division has arisen in the Grand Lodge of New York, grow
ing out of an attempt to so change the · Constitution of that body as to de
prive all Past Masters of subordinate lodges, except the last who bad passed 
the chair, of the right to vote in Grand Lodge. This is the revival of an old 
controversy which once divided the Grand Lodge of the Empire State in 
1823. In 1827, a reunion took place which was on the basis originally estab
lished, that Past Masters have a right to vote and act in all matters as per
manent members of the Grand Lodge. At the annual meeting last year a 
proposition was made to deprive them of this, aud to allow them only the 
privileges of honorary members. 

This proposition awakened hostility, especially in the lodges of New York 
and vicinity, and led to a convention of such as were opposed to the change. 
This was followed by an address or circular sent by each of the conflicting 
parties to the several lodges in the state, endeavoring to secure their co-opera
tion. At the late meeting of the Grand Lodge, it was announced by the 
acting Grand Master that the constitutional majority of subordinate lodges 
bad adopted the proposed amendments, and that they were now a part of 
the Constitution by which the Grand Lodge was to be governed. An appeal 
from this decision was taken, and the lodges sustained that appeal. A di
vision then occurred, and each party proceeded to organize and elect officers, 
each claiming to be the Grand Lodge of that state. Those lodges that united 
in resisting the proposed amendments have sent us their version of the con
troversy, and the proceedings of that body with the seal of the Grand Lodge 
attached. From the other body we have a brief circular under date of New 
York, June 11th, giving the names of officers by them elected, and informing 
us that a clandestine body has been formed in that city composed of ex
pelled masons and their associates, which has assumed the name of a Grand 
Lodge, and promising us a detailed account of the same in an address soon 
to be issued. This Grand Lodge will ·share with the committee in their 
grief, and regret that such division and discord should occur in our beloved 
Order, and especially in New York, which has so long occupied a command
ing position in the masonic world. 

With but partial details of this late movement it would be premature for 
the committee or the lodge to take any action, or express any opinion on 
the merits of the controversy. They would leave this with other matters for 
the consideration of their successors and the future action of this body, in 
the hope that before our next anniversary the causes of strife may be re
moved and harmony restored in the counsels of Masonry in the Empire 
State. When the elements of human passion, of pride and selfishness, are 
subjected to the control of reason and truth, swayed by the potent influence 
of light and love, theu shall the ear be less frequently pained by tidings of 
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evil. In securing such results, our beloved fraternity has a most important 
mission. Of this we would not be unmindful, and our brethren in New 
York will not refuse our earnest appeal to them as such, to meet this crisis 
in their affairs in the spirit our institution inspires; to review their course 
in the spirit which they have often urged upon others involved in trials and 
perils, and so to remove all occasions of discord and reproach, that the 
Masonic fraLernity shall receive no permanent damage. With gratitude 
for the favor of God in our past experience, and earnest desires for his 
future protection and guidance, we would in conclusion, commend their case 
a'nd the entire interests of our fraternity throughout the world, to his pater
nal care. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CYRIL PEARL, } C . 
F . BRADFORD, ommtttee. 

The following brethren were appointed by the Grand Master, 
a Committee on Foreign Correspondence, for the ensuing year, 
VlZ: 

Bros. CYRIL PEARL, of Standish, 
FREEMAN BRADFORD, of Portland, 
ALLEN HAINES, Of Portland. 

A communication from St. John's Lodge, at Newark, N.J., 
was then laid upon the table by the Grand Secretary. Read 
and referred to the Committee on Foreign Correspondence. 

The following resolution was submitted by Bro. McArthur 
and adopted, viz : 

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be requested to collect the annual 
reports of the several Grand Lodges in correspondence with this Grand 
Lodge, so far as may be practicable, since the organization of this Grand 
Lodge in 1820, and cause the same to be neatly bound in suitable volumes 
and deposited in the archives of the Grand Lodge. 

On motion, 

Voted, That a sum, not exceeding twenty dollars, be appropriated for the 
purchase of tickets for the festival to-morrow, to be presented to such aged, 
worthy brethren as may be unable to furnish themselves therewith. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the sum of twenty dollars be appropriated and paid to Rev. 
Bro. Cyril Pearl, for services and expenses incurred by him as a member of 
the committee to prepare a' Constitution and Code of By-Laws for the Grand 
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Lodge; and for time and labor bestowed by him as Chairman of the Com
mittee on Foreign Correspondence in preparing the reports of that com
mittee. 

On motion, 

Voted, That when the Grand Lodge calls off, it be until eight o'clock to
morrow moruing. 

The Grand Lodge was then called off. 

Attest: C. B. SMITH, Grand Secretary. 

MAsONs' HALL, Portland, June 26, 1849. 

The Grand Lodge convened this morning at eight o'clock and 
proceeded to make arrangements to participate in the celebra
tion of the anniversary of St. John the Baptist, in connection 
with the other masonic bodies, and visiting and sojourning 
brethren now in the city for that purpose. 

The arrangements having been completed, the Grand Lodge 
joined the procession at ten o'clock, which, under the direction 
of R. W. Freeman Bradford, as Chief Marshal, and escorted by 
the Portland Encampment of Knights Templar and other Sir 
Knights in attendance, marched, to excellent music by the Port
land Brass Band, through several of the principal streets of the 
city to the church of the First Parish, where an excellent and 
highly interesting address, replete with gems of masonic lore, 
was delivered by M. W. Benjamin B. French, Esq., Grand Mas
ter of the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia, accom
panied with other usual exercises. 

The exercises at the church being closed, the procession was 
re-formed, and proceeded to the "Great Pavillion" on Munjoy's 
Hill, where an excellent dinner had been prepared for the occar 
sion by Bro. Nathan J. Davis; in which the assembled body of 
the fraternity, with many of their ladies and invited guests, par
ticipated . 
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Having done ample justice to the dinner, a great' number of 
appropriate sentiments were offered, interspersed with cheering 
music from the Band; after which the interesting ceremonies 
and festivities of the day, which had been enjoyed with great 
satisfaction apparently by all, were concluded. 

The Grand Lodge then returned to their hall, deposited their 
regalia and took a recess until eight o'clock P. M. 

EvENING SESSION. 

The Grand Lodge was called to labor at 8 o'clock P. M. 

The following resolutions were then offered and unanimously 
adopted, viz : 

R esolved, That the thanks of the Grand Lodge of Maine be tendered to 
M. W. Benjamin B. French, Esq., Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of the 
District of Columbia, for his able and highly interesting address this day de· 
livered before the Grand Lodge and fraternity here assembled; and that he 
be respectfully requested to furnish a copy thereof for publication. 

R esolved, That the snm of fifty dollH.rs be appropriated and tendered to 
M. W. Bro. French, to defray, in part, his traveling expenses from, and back 
to Washington. 

On motion, 

Votetl, That Bros. Freeman Bradford, Daniel Winslow and C. B. Smith 
be a committee to wait upon M. W. Bro. French, and present him a copy of 
these resolutions. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the Grand Secretary cause the address of M. W. Bro. French, 
this day delivered, (if a copy thereof shall be granted,) to be published with 
the proceedings of the Grand Lodge. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the thanks of the Grand Lodge of Maine be tendered-
To the city authorities of Portland, for the use of the City Hall this day, 

on the occasion of our celebration of the anniversary of St. John the Baptist: 
6 
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To the Maine Lodge, No. 1, I. 0. 0. F., for the use of their hall this day, 
on the same occasion: 

To the I. 0. R. of this city, for use of their hall on same occasion : 
To the proprietors of the First Parish Church, for the use of their house 

on same occasion : 
To the choir of the First Parish, for performance of excellent music on 

same occasion : 
To the City Marshal of Portland, and his aids, for promptness and efficiency 

in preserving order in the streets on same occasion: 
To the Portland Brass Band, for prompt and skillful performance of music 

on same occasion, and 
To Bro. Nathan J. Davis, for good taste manifested in his arrangements, 

and good dinner furnished by him on same occasion. 

The Grand Lodge was then closed in due form. 

Attest, CHARLES B. SMITH, Grand Secretary. 
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ABSTRACT OF RETURNS OF LODGE~ 

UP TO MAY 1, 1849. 

Portland, 1, Portland. William Kimball, M; Henry C. Lovell, sw; Richard 
W. Kennard, JW; Arthur Shirley, TR; Elias M. Plimpton, s ; James R. 
l\lilliken, so; Thomas J . Sanborn, JD; Lemuel Bryant, ss; James H. 
Roach, JS; Isaac Davis, T. ~embers, 93; initiates, 11; rejected, 3; 
deceasPd, 4. District 1 

Warren, 2, East Machias. John H. Harris, M; F . L. Talbot, sw; F. A. Wil
son, JW; Walter Robbins, TR; C. H. Talbot, s; W. H. Tobey, so; S. T. 
Foster, JD; Elijah Hall, ss; Luther Hall, JS; Charles Townsend, T. 

Members, 21; initiates, 8; deceased, 1. 6 
Lincoln, 3, Wiscasset. Henry Clark, M; Asa F. Hall, sw; Abner Packard, 

JW; J ohn B. Mange, TR; James Taylor, s; Elisha McKenney, so; 
William Trundy, JD; Rufus Sewall, ss; Thomas Cunning~am, JS; Al-
fred McLean, T . Members, 24; initiates, 11. 4 

Kennebec, 6, Hallowell. Francis J. Day, !r; Stephen Lord, sw; Leverett 
Lord, JW; Nathaniel Stevens, TR; William Nye, s; Ira Cass, so; Rob
ert G. Handy, JD ; Andrew Brown, ss; William S. Marshall, JS; Green-
lief Robinson, T . Members, 26; initiates, 9. 3 

Amity, 6, Camden. John Glover,M; Patrick Simonton, sw; Thomas Anni~, 
'Jw; Benjamin Crabtree, TR; Austin Sweetland, s; Jeremiah C. Cushing, 
so ; Jameti R. Glover, JD; Samuel Chase, ss; Alexander Paschal, Js; 
Isaiah Barbour, T. Members, 66; initiates, 18; rejected, 1. 9 

Eastern, 7, Eastport. Lucius Bradbury, ~r; John L. Bowman, sw; Fred
erick Bell, Jw; Thomas Parker, TR; Benjamin Snow, s; John Regan, 
so; George Lemman, JD; Peter Whelpley, ss; Charles James, JS; Thos. 
Hancock, T. Members, 38; initiates, 10; rejected, 2. 6 

U~ited, 8, Brunswick. Samuel S. Wing, M; John D. Lincoln, sw; Theodore 
S. McLellan, Jw; Benjamin Furbish, TR ; G. Clinton Swallow, s; Hor
ace P. Hubbard, so; Octavius A. Merrill, JD; Artemas Coburn, ss; 
Ward Coburn, JS; Moses M. Marsh, T. Members,,44; initiates, 8; de-
ceased, 1. 1 

Rising Virtue, 10, Bangor. Timothy H. Morse, M; William H. Mills, sw; 
Eben. W. Elder, JW; Joseph C. Stevens, TR; Silas Alden, s; George W. 
Cummings, so; Ebenezer G. Rawson, JD; Hermon Fisher, ss; Samuel 
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B. Brown, JS; Simeon Everton, T. Members, 47; initiates, 9; rejected, 
one. 

Cumberland, 12, New Gloucester. Charles Megquier, M; William Hatch, 
sw; Daniel W. True, JW; Ezra Tobie, TR; William Jay Bradbury, s; 
Benjamin Morse, so; Abner M. Nutting, JD; Nathaniel Bray, S8; Ben
jamin Garlaud, JS; Pelatiah Lyon, T. Members, 16; initiates, 6. 

Oriental, 13, Bridgton. John Kilborn, M; George W. Cushman, sw; C. J. 
Adams, JW; James Flint, TR; Samuel Andrews, 2d, s; Eben. Kilborn, 
so; Abner Smith, JD; A. S. Frisbee, 8S; A. M. Savage, J8; John Bur-
nell, T. Members, 19. 2 

Solar, 14, Bath. Jeremiah Ellsworth, Al; Scott J. Tallman, 8W; Elisha 
Clark, JW; D. Hatch, TR; Abizer Matthews, s; John G. Richardson, 
so; John Deering, JD; William H. Harrison, ss; George Marston, Jr., 
JS; John Young, T. Members, 37; initiates, 9. 4 

Orient, 16, Thomaston. Benjamin Carr, M; Edward Boyles, sw; E. B. 
Lermond, JW; Peter Williams, TR; J. D. Barnard, s; Joel Miller, so; 
George Crawford, JD; Enoch Carlton, ss; Eben Creighton, Js. Mem-
bers, 19; initiates, 2. 4 

St. George, 16, Warren. John Miller, M; John Andrews, sw; Edward 
Weston, JW; Amos H. Hodgman, TR; Alden Miller, s; Samuel Hink
ley, so; Francis Spear, JD; James Coburn, ss; Edmund B. Alford, JS; 
Lewis S. Kirk, T. Members, 46; initiates 10. 4 

Ancient Land-Mark, 17, Portland. John B. Coyle, ~r; Benjamin C. Fernald, 
sw; Charles F. Safford, JW; Henry H. Boody, TR; Caleb Chase, s; 
James F. Young, so; David G. Plummer, JD; Amos C. Howell, ss; 
Caleb S. Carter, JS; John Dain, T. Members, 96; initiates, 10; de-
ceased, 3. 1 

Felicity, 19, Bucksport. Thomas Goodale, Al; Henry Silsby, sw; James 
Goodale, JW; Sewall Lake, TR; D. C. Homer, s; J. H. Sherman, so; 
N. T. Hill, JD; Joshua Abbot, T. Members, 11; initiates, 7. 6 

Maine, 20, Farmington. Henry Johnson, M; Moses Sherburne, sw; William 
Tripp, JW; James Butterfield, TR; J. D. Prescott, s; John Gowen, so; 
John T. Taylor, JD; Isaac Eaton, ss; Moses Butterfield, JS; Hiram 
Webster, T; Members, 21; initiates, 3; rejected, 1; deceased, 3. 3 

Oriental Star, 21, Livermore. Robert Blacker, H; Joseph Covell, sw; Peter 
T. Hathaway, JW; Reuel Washburn, TR; Gideon Ellis, 8; Daniel Austin, 
so; Asa Austin, JD; Ebenezer Hinds, ss; John Fuller, J8; Samuei P. 
Holman, T. Members, 21; deceased, 1, 2 

York, 22, Kennebunk. Joshua Herrick, M; James Larrabee, sw; Paul Jen· 
• kins, JW; Abiel Kell!)y, TR; Isaac Downing, s; Charles M. Sweet, so; 

James H. Kipp, JD; George W. Wormwood, ss; Stephen Perkins, JS; 
Joseph ATery, T. Members, 16; initiates, 6. 8 

Phamix, 24, Belfast. Daniel Harraden, M; H. G. 0. Washburn, sw; Hiram 
Chase, JW; James P. Furber, TR; .Oshea Page, s; ,JosephS. Noyes, so; 
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Samuel Locke, JD; L. B. Wetherbee, ss; Calvin Perkins, J8; Robert 
Thompson, T. Members, 42; initiates, Hi; deceased, 1. 9 

Adoniram, 27, Limington. Arthur McArthur, 111; James McArthur, sw; 
Ebenezer H. McLellan, JIV; Nathaniel Clark, TR; Stephen C. Watson, 
s; William Cobb, sn; William D. Boulter, JD; Jabez Hobson, ss; Ben
jamin C. Libby, JS; Benjamin Blake, T. Members, 40; initiates, 2; de-
ceased, 1. 8 

Northern Star, 28, Anson. Moses Moore, M; John Pierce, 8W; William 
Rowell, JW; .Benjamin Steward, TR; James Y. Cleaveland, 8; Silas 
Hamblet, sn; John A. Fletcher, JD; Rodney Collins, 88; David White, 
JS; Moses M. Thompson, T. Members, 36; initiates, 11; rejected, 1; 
deceased, 1. 3 

Tranquil, 29, Danville. George W. Chase, M; Josiah Little, Jr., sw; Archi
bald Lindsay, JW; Hiram Adams, TR; Jacob Herrick, s; Robert Mar
tin, sn; Augustus Callahan, JD; John W. Farnham, ss; Horatio G. 
Garcelon, JS; Daniel Read, Jr., T. Members, 44; initiates, 8. 2 

Blazing Star, 30, Rumford. Nathaniel .B. Crockett, !I; Colman Goodwin, 
sw; Caleb .Besse, JW; Erastus Hilborn, TR; James Russ, s; James N. 
Brickett, sn; John R. Briggs, JD; George G. Bragg, 8S; Aaron J . Abbot, 
JS; :Farnham Abbot, T. Members, 19; initiates, 1; deceased, 1. 2 

Union, 31, L'nion. Lewis Andrews, !I; G. M. Blackington, sw; George 
Littlehale, JW; Ebenezer Cobb, TR ; William G. Hawkes, s; Storey 
Thompson, sn; John Pardoe, JD; Philo Thurston, ss; Charles F. Blake, 
JS; George Cummings, T. Members, 44; initiates, 2. 4 

Hermon, 32, Gardiner. Benjamin Cook, !I; Stephen Webber, 8W; James 
McCurdy, JW; William H. Byram, TR; Lawson H. Green, s; Ephraim 
Rand, sn; James Tarbox, JD; Franklin Glazier, Jr., 8S; James W. 
White, JS; Joseph Y. Gray, T. Members, 48; initiates, 11; deceased, 4. 

3 
Waterville, 33, Waterville. Thomas W. Herrick, M; Jacob M. Crooker, sw; 

Edwin L . Smith, JW; John Webber, TR; John Ransted, 8; Wadsworth 
Chipman, so; Abner Chick, JD; Charles R. Phillips, ss; W. E. R. Hans
comb, JS; Stephen Tozer, T. Members, 36; initiates, 3; deceased, 1. 

3 
Somerset, 34, Skowhegan. Joseph Philbrick, M; Eusebius Weston, sw; 

Samuel Philbrick, JW; John Whitten, TR; Henry A. Wyman, s; Isaac 
Haggett, sn; William B. Morrill, JD; Abraham Wyman, ss; Samuel Hay
wood, JS; James Frost, T. Members, 29; initiates, 8; rejected, 1. 3 

Bethlehem, 35, Augusta. William A. Drew, 111; Eri Wells, sw; George W. 
Jones, JW; Solomon T. Houghton, TR; James ]f. Patterson, s; Amasa 
Kelley, sn; Newton Reynolds, JD; Ephraim Ballard, ss; William Hunt, 
JB; Joshua Rollins, T. Members, 57; initiates, 12; rejected, 1. 3 

Washington, 37, Lubec. Jeremiah Fowler, 111; John C. Talbot, Jr., sw; Taft 
Comstock, Jr., Jw; Theophilus Doe, TR; Samuel P. Fowler, s; George 
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T. Hunter, sn; Samuel Starbird, .JD; Ebenezer Oakes, ss; William J. 
Goodwin, .rs; John Davidson, T. Members, 33; initiates, 8. 6 

Penobscot, 39, Dexter. Reuben Flanders, M; Levi C. Morgan, sw; Samuel 
Copeland, .rw; Nathaniel Dustin, TR; William Morgan, s; Miles Doyle, 
SD; Harrison Richardson, .JD ; Morrill Prescott, ss ; Isaac M. Russ, .rs ; 
Freeman Knowles, T. · Members, 46; initiates, 3; deceased, 1. 7 

Lygonia, 40, Ellsworth. William Somerhy, ~l; Joseph S. Rice, sw; E lijah 
L. M. Allen, .rw; Seth Paddleford, TR; Stephen B. Woodward, s; Jobn L. 
Moore, sn; Hazael Varnum, .JD; Oliver P. Thomas, ss; Stillman H. 
Sawyer, .rs; William Mayhew, T. Members, 42; initiates, 19; rejected, 
1 ; deceased, 3. 5 

Meridian Splendor, 49, Newport. Samuel S. Land, M ; Grenville Flint, sw; 
Hiram Rose, .rw; Edward Pilsbury, TR; Thomas Croswell, s; Hezekiah 
Lancaster, SD; Elijah M. Dearborn, .JD; Orrin Footman, ss; Joseph 
Knight, .rs ; John Holbrook, T. Members, 28; initiates, 7; rejected, 1. 

7 
.Aurora, 50, East Thomaston. David M. Mitchell, M; Ephraim Hall, sw; 

Larkin Snow, .rw; Constant Rankin, TR; George W. Cochran, s; Sam
uel B. Dodge, RD; C. H. Cochran, .JD; Samuel Libbey, ss; M.S. Whiting, 
.rs; Hosea Coombs, T. Members, 43; initiates, 12; rejected, 1; de-
ceased, 1. 4 

Mosaic, 52, Dover. E. B. Averill, 11; Luther Chamberlain, sw; J. M. Hack· 
ett, .rw; J. S. Holmes, TR; E. J. Hale, s; Benjamin Hassell, SD; William 
P. Brown, .JD; Salmon Holmes, ss; Paul Douglass, .rs. Members, 19; 
initiates, 2. 7 

Unity, 58, Freedom. Daniel Weed, M; James Hall, sw; Charles Eliot, .rw; 
Adam Weed, TR; Seth Webb, s; James Weed, SD; Samuel Curtis, .JD; 

Ivory Lord, ss; Thomas S. Keen, .rs; Joseph Larrabee, T. Members, 
·14; initiates, 4; deceased, 2. 9 

Mount Hope, 59, Hope. Josiah Hobbs, 11; John Lermond, sw; J. S. Chit
man, JW; Hiram Fisk, TR; Church Fisk, s; Walter Philbrick, BD; 

Daniel Howard, .JD; Eben. Philbrick, ss; Thomas P. White, .rs; David 
Hull, T. Members, 13; initiates, 2. 9 

Star in the East, 60, Old Town. Otis H. Johnson, M; Eli Hoskins, sw; 
George P. Sewall, .rw; Foster Wood, TR; Ezra C. Brett, s; Ira Wallace, 
SD; Solomon Moulton, .JD; James H. Burgess, ss; Ansel Smith, .rs. 
Joseph Moulton, T. Members, 40; Initiates, 12; rejected, 1; deceased, 1: 

7 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

PoRTLAND, Tuesday evening, 
June 26, 1849. 

Sir and Brother :-The undersigned, appointed a committee by the Grand 
Lodge of Maine, present to you herewith certain resolutions of that body, 
passed unanimously at its session this evening, requesting a copy of the 
able and excellent address delivered by you this day; and in compliance 
with said resolutions, herewith tender to you the sum therein named, as a 
slight testimonial of the great obligation the masonic fraterl)ity of our state 
are under to you for your invaluable services on the occasion of this day's 
festival. Most truly and fraternally yours, 

F. BRADFORD, } 
DANIEL WINSLOW, Committee. 
C. l!. SMITH, 

PoRTLAND, Tuesday evening, 
June 26, 1849. 

Brothers Freeman Bradford, Daniel Winslow and Charles B. Smith, com
mittee of the Grand Lodge of Maine: 

I have received, with feelings of the deepest emotion, the resolutions of 
the Grand Lodge of Maine, passed since the exercises of this day were con
cluded. 

In reply to the first, I return you, herewith, the manuscript of the address 
which I bad the honor to deliver, sincerely hoping that its publication may 
be of some benefit to my fellowmen. 

In reply to the resolution making a generous appropriation tJo defray my 
expenses, permit me, while I respectfully decline receiving it, to say that 
this mark of the generosity of the Grand Lodge of Maine will not soon be 
forgotten by me, and, if they will permit it, I will respectfully suggest that 
they dispose of it in some particular charity where it will be in their opinion 
of the most service. 

Present, gentlemen, to the Grand Lodge of Maine and to the fraternity 
throughout the state, my sincere fraternal regards, and accept for yourselves 
the kind wishes of my heart for your prosperity and happiness. 

Most truly and fraternally yours, 
B. B. FRENCH. 



ADDRESS. 

It bas been said, by some writer, that "the arms of friendship are long 
enough to reach and join hands from one end of the world to the other"
and my presence here to-day seems to be a partial illustration of this philan
thropic assertion, for a compliance with an invitation, induced I know by 
the best feelings of the heart, has placed me in my present attitude before 
you. 

We have assembled, my brethren, to celebrate the anniversary of one of 
our patron saints-one of "those ancient Christian worthies" selected by 
our brethren as the appropriate patron of an institution dedicated to the 
Most High. 

The practice of selecting some one whose eminence while living canonized 
his memory when dead, is by no means peculiar to Freemasonry; and the 
celebra,tion of the anniversaries of saints is an annual custom among all the 
Christian nations of the earth. It has been tauntingly asked how we prove 
that the Saints John-both of whom we recognize as our patrons-were 
Freemasons 1 We do not prove it. A tradition is preserved in the English 
lodges, that upon a certain occasion, when the brethren met to select a 
Grand Master, "they deputed seven of their most eminent members to wait 
upon Saint John, the Evangelist, who was at that time Bishop of Ephesus, 
requesting him to take the office of Grand Master. He returned, for answer, 
"that though being well stricken in years (being upwards of ninety), yet, 
having been in the early part of his life initiated into Masonry, he would 
take upon himself that office." 

An eminent modern writer on Freemasonry has traced, with great ingenu
ity and plausibility, the reasons why these saints were thus selected: "The 
post.diluvians," (says he,) "according to the testimony of the Jewish writer, 
Maimonides, the Magians of Persia, until their ritual was improved and pur
Hied by Zoroaster, and, most probably the ancient Druids, introduced into 
their rites a great respect for and even adoration of the sun, as the source 
of light and life and fruition, and the visible representative of the invisible 
creative and preservative principle of nature. To such sects, the periods 
when the sun reached his greatest northern and southern declination by 
entering the zodiacal signs, Cancer and Capricorn, marked, as it would be, 
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by most evident effects on the seasons and on the length of the days and 
nights, could not have passed unobserved; but, on the contrary, must have 
occupied a distinguished place in their ritual. Now these important days 
fell, respectively, on the twenty-first of June and twenty-second of December. 

In the spurious Masonry of the ancients, these days were doubtless cele
brated as returning eras in the existence of the great source of ligh t, and the 
object of their worsliip. Our ancient brethren adopted the custom, abandon
ing, however, in deference to their own purer doctrines, the idolatrous prin
ciples which were connected with these dates, and confining their celebrar 
tion exclusively to their astronomical importance. But time passed on. 
Christianity came to mingle its rays with the light of Masonry, and our 
Christian ancestors, finding that the church had appropriated two days near 
these solstitial periods, to the memory of two eminent saints, it was easy to 
incorporate these festivals, by the lapse of a few days, into the Masonic cal
endar, and to adopt these worthies as patrons of our order. To this change 
the earlier Christian masons were doubtless the more easily persuaded, by 
the peculiar character of these Saints. Saint John, the Baptist, by announc
ing the approach of Christ, and by the ruystic ablution to which be subject
ed his proselytes, and which was afterwards adopted in the ceremony of in
itiation into Christianity, might well be considered as the G1·andllierophant 
of the church, while the mysterious and emblematic nature of the Apoca
lyp,se assimilated the mode of teaching adopted by Saint John, the Evangel
ist, to the practice of the fraternity." 

Thus we have tradition and theory for the practice adopted by our breth
ren in times long gone by. Like many other rites and ceremonies of ancient 
origin, the things, being good in themselves, are practiced, while the causes, 
which established them are either entirely forgotten, or only exist as a tra
dition of the past. 

And it is appropriate to add, that perhaps in the whole range of Scripture 
history, a more lovely human being could not have been selected as a pat
ron, than the Evangelist. He was the disciple whom Jesus loved, and who 
at that solemn feast which took place immediately preceding the condemna,. 
tion, sat next our Saviour and leant upon his bosom. Gentleness and ten
derness breathed through his writings. And it is said, that "as the infirm
ities of age made him unable to address the church in a systematic discourse 
he always desired to be conveyed to the assembly, and as often as he came 
addressed them thus : ' Children, love one another.' Being asked at length 
why he always repeated this exhortation, with nothing new, he answered, 
'because it is the precept of the Lord, and if this is fulfilled, it is enough.'" 

This eminent, learned and pure-hearted being, was chosen by our ancient 
brethren as one of our patrons; the other, Saint John, the Baptist, whose 
anniversary we this day celebrate, though not less learned and eloquent, 
possessed a sterner and more severe nature than his cotemporary ; he also 
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was the friend and companion of our Saviour, and performed upon him the 
holy ceremony of baptism. 

Such are, briefly, the reasons why we denominate these holy beings our 
patrons, and why we hold our festivals on their anniversaries. 

My brethren, the society which we so dearly cherish, can trace its exist
ence farther into the past than any society of human origin now in being. 
Masonic tradition carries it back to the time when Solomon, king of Israel, 
selected as the site of the first Temple, the threshing floor of Ornan, the 
J ebusite. Masonic history professes. not to give its origin,_ but assures us 
that centuries have witnessed its being, its struggles in the cause of humanity 
and virtue, its prosperity and its adversity-its patience and fortitude under 
the oppressions which haTe sought to overwhelm it-its triumphant acquit
tal by the world from every charge which hatred and malevolence have 
united to bring against it. 

Perhaps no more appropriate occasion than the present can be chosen, in 
which to say something in regard to its history. In reference to it, a recent 
writer uses the following language: "To redress wrongs, to protect the 
weak, to repress tyranny, to encourage and recompense virtue, to spread 
abroad the principles of morality, to preserve the holy deposit of honor
such has been in all time the mission of this venerable and illustrious pha
lanx, which has been pE'rpetuated from the origin of societies, to our day." 

The author* of "The Mystic Tie," a recent and an excellent publication, 
remarking upon "The Antiquity of Freemasonry," says: "It must be re
membered, that whatever be the origin of Freemasonry as a distinct organ
ization-whether it be the production of to-day, yesterday, an hundred or a 
thousand years since-the date of its existence has but little to do with the 
true merits of the institution, although it is not denied that antiquity will 
give it an additional claim to our respect; while there will be strong pre
sumption of excellence in the fact, that it bas withstood the wear aud tear 
of ages, and, to adopt the language applied by Johnson to the writings of 
Shakespeare, that time, while it has been washing away the dissoluble fab
rics of all other societies, has passed by the adamant of Freemasonry with
out injury." 

"The principles of Truth, and Love and Charity, which constitute the 
ground-work and design of Freemasonry, were, of course, coeval with the 
creation ; and this Is all that can be meant when the birth of Masonry is 
dated from that era." 

Well read masons do not claim, even by tradition, to date the origin of 
Freemasonry anterior to the building of the temple of Solomon. The article 
from which I have just quoted, was doubtless written after great research, 
and contains, probably, the best brief outline of authenticated history of the 
ancient mysteries connected with the masonic and cotemporary orders. 

• Albert G. Mackey. 
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"Thus we learn that there existed in Asia Minor, at the time of the building 
of King Solomon's Temple, a society called the Dionysian Artificers, who 
were extensively engaged in operative Masonry; and which society was dis
tinguished by many peculiarities that closely assimilated it to the Speculative 
Freemasonry of the present day, Among these was the division into lodges, 
each governed by its own officers-the use of ceremonies in which symbol
ical instruction was communicated by means of the implements of operative 
masonry-the practice of an emblematic mode of initiation-the existence 
of an important legend, whose true meaning was known only to the perfectly 
initiated-and the adoption of a secret system of recognition among the 
brethren. Of this society, all the architects of the East were members ; and 
among them, it is to he presumed, were the workmen sent by Hiram, King 
of Tyre, to assist King Solomon in building the temple at J erusalem. These 
men, under the superintendence of that ' son of a widow of the tribe of 
Napthali,' whom Hiram also sent to Solomon as 'a curious and cunning 
workman,' communicated to theirJewish fellow laborers a knowledge of the 
advantages of their fraternity and invited them to a participation in its mys
teries and privileges. From this union arose that sublime and· perfect or
ganization of the workmen at the temple, which enabled them, in the short 
space of seven years, to construct so magnificent an edifice." 

Thus may the origin of Freemasonry be reasonably traced back to the 
building of the Temple; at the completion of which the workmen separated. 
~nd sought other employment. They, of course, carried with them the rites 
and mysteries of the order. 

At an early period there were associations of traveling architects existing 
in all the countries of the continent, journeying from city to city, and erect
ing cathedrals, monasteries, and other religious edifices, under the name of 
"Traveling Freemasons." Until the sixteenth century, these associations 
increased in power, in extent, and in reputation; they then became objects 
of pontifical jealousy, and have so continued to this day. In consequence 
of this, they changed their operative and speculative character, to one purely 
speculative, and continue to exist at this moment under the name of the 
"Ancient and Honorable Fraternity of Freemasons." 

This is but a running outline, which, if properly filled up, would form a 
volume . 

The Freemasons in the United States derive their Masonic origin from 
Great Britain, where the order has been permanently established since the 
year 926, when a charter was granted to the masons by King Athelstane, 
upon the application of his brother, Prince Edwin. 

".Accordingly," says Elias Ashmole, "Prince Edwin summoned all the 
masons in the realm to meet in a congregation at York, who came, and com
posed a general lodge, of which he was Grand Master; and haTing brought 
with tpem all the writings and records extant, some in Greek, some in Latin, 
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some in French and other languages; from the contents thereof, that as
sembly did frame the constitution and charges of an English Lodge." 

"From this assembly the true rise of Masonry in England is generally 
dated; from the statutes there enacted, are derived the English Masonic 
Constitutions; and from the place of meeting, the ritual of the English lodges 
is designated as 'the Ancient York Rite."' 

From that time Masonry 'has bad a firm foothold in England. At times 
. divisions have crept into their ranks, and there were, for a considerable 
length of time, t\TO Grand Lodges. In 1813, however, under the Grand Mas
tership of the Duke of Sussex, they were happily united, "and discord," it 
is hoped, "forever banished from English Masonry." 

The first lodge organized in the United States, was" instituted at Savan
nah, Georgia, by virtue of a warrant from Lord Weym outh, Grand Mas
ter of England;" and the first Grand Lodge was organized in Boston, 
on the thirtieth of July, 1733, by the name of" Saint John's Grand Lodge," 
under a charter granted to seveml brethren of that city, by Lord Viscount 
Montague, Grand Master of England, dated April 30, 1733, and Henry Price 
was therein appointed Grand Master in North America. 

The first charter granted by this body was to "Saint John's Lodge in 
Boston," which lodge is still in existence. 

Grand Lodges were afterwards established in many parts of the Union, 
under charters from the Grand Lodges of England or Scotland, and continued 
thus until the close of the revolution, after which Grand Lodges began to be 
organized in the states and territories of the Union , acknowledging allegiance 
to no higher masonic power in the world. 

For many years after the permanent establishment of Freemasonry in the 
United States, its course was marked by prosperity, and it had spread 
abroad until almost every town of any considerable note contained one or 
more masonic lodges. Up to the time when some members of the craft, 
with more zeal than prudence, sought to prevent the publication of the se
crets of the institution, and suffered themselves to be led into indiscretions 
which met the most decided disapproval of the fraternity in general, Ma
sonry in the United States held an enviable position. The acts of the mis
guided brethren just referred to, were seized upon by men, who, to subserve 
their selfish ends, would not hesitate to perform any base action, and who, 
by enlisting ignorance and superstition in their ranks, made an attempt to 
break up the masonic institution. It withstood, however, the fiery trial, as 
it ever has all the persecutions that have been attempted to overthrow it, 
and like oppressed virtue, came forth from the ordeal unscathed. 

The masonic fraternity is a law-abiding and order-loving association ; and, 
instead of attempting to resist the anti-masonic whirlwind which was sweep
ing over the land, yielded to it. They extinguished the fires of their altars, 
closed their lodges, and ceased their labors; following the example of the 
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pilgrims of the Arabian desert, who, when they observe the approach of the 
dread sirocco, lie quietly down until it has passed by. 

The whirlwind at length ceased-the clouds were dispelled, and again the 
Sun of Masonry burst forth in full meridian splendor. The craft was called 
again to labor, and prosperity bas marked all its efforts in the cause of hu
manity and virtue, to this time. 

When we consider the antiquity of the institution, our minds go back with 
satisfaction to the past-in imagination we may suppose that, like a vista to 
the natural eye, it is all before us-kingdoms, principalities, and powers
the immense hive of human existence move and have a being on that vision
ary panorama of the imagination, the human brain. 

Among the various results of art are to be seen beautiful and chaste edi
fices, wherein the operative mason has combined beauty with utility, and 
gracefulness with firmness and durability. The grand cathedral-the dark 
and sad monastery-the solemn temple-the hall of justice-the palace and 
tile prison-the gloomy castle and the princely mansion-together with 
thousands of other edifices, all of which bear evidence of the superior skill 
and workmanship of those ancient workmen whom we believe to have been 
the founders of our institution. Cities with their peopled streets-the red 
battle·field where warring hosts have met in the wild and deadly encounter 
-the rolling ocean, covered with the navies of the world-all are visible on 
our imaginary picture. 

Amid the pestilence that walketb in darkness, and the destruction that 
wastetb at noon-day, what little band of men moves silently from door to 
door, comforting the afll.icted, ministering to the wants of the poor and needy, 
consoling the dying, and attending to the last sad offices paid by the Jiving 
to the dead ~ It is a band of brothers, bound to each other and to their fel
low.men by the mystic tie of Masonry. 

What stays the arm of the victor just raised to strike down his vanquished 
foe 1 The masonic sign! Why, amid the naval conflict, goes forth that 
frail boat to the rescue of an individual1 The signal bas been given, it has 
been recognized and a brother is saved from destruction I 

Such has been Freemasonry during its existence through all the past; 
such we fondly hope it will be through all the future. 

Efforts are at the present t.ime being made in all parts of this Union to 
render it one of the great means of the advancement of wisdom and of 
learning, as well as of morality and virtue. As evidence of this, I will read 
an extract from the last report of the Committee of Correspondence of the 
Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia: 

"The subject of education," say they, "is one which bas engaged not only 
the attention of most of our sist~r Grand Lodges, and received from them 
favorable notice as to the utility of establishments designed for the orphan 
children of our departed brethren, but in two of the states-Missouri and 
Kentucky-colleges have been established by the fraternity, which afford 



1849.] Grand Lodge of Maine. 95 

the most ample means of instruction, in all that can render man useful to 
his fellow men, by enlarging the sphere of his understanding and develop
ing talents, which, but for such aid, might have been left to wither and de
cay. Georgia and Florida have recommended the subject to the· attention of 
her subordinates, the latter indulging the hope, that if a beginning be made, 
however little it may be, in time, with careful and patient nurture, it will 
grow up to an institution of importance. Ohio has appointed a committee 
of inquiry, and Illinois one to solicit donations. Tennessee has appropriated 
81,200 to be invested in stock as a school fund. Alabama bas collected 
about 84,500, but distributed the amount among ~he subordinate lodges, not 
being able to agree upon a plan. Indiana is in favor of the system of com
mon schools under the direction and control of the officers and brethren of 
each subordinate lodge, and New York, having the system of common 
schools already within her limits, will, no doubt, in her great anxiety to 
advance this' branch of charity, worthy and necessary to be cherished with 
liberality,' avail herself of the existence of that system, if she should not 
succeed in the' accomplishment of the comprehensive plan' to which that 
Grand Lodge is said, in the last report of their Committee of Correspondence, 
'to have set their hands five years ago,' the nature of which is not known to 
your committee; Maryland has set about raising means for this purpose, 
and North Carolina and Iowa have made some advances for the furtherance 
of the cause within their limits, and Texas has appropriated ten per cent. of 
all her revenues to the purposes of education, requested the subordinate 
lodges to receive donations of lands, the annual proceeds of which a're to be 
applied to establishing a college, and has constituted her five principal offi
cers a standing committee on education. This Grand Lodge is so limited in 
its territory, and, of course, in its resources, from subordinates under its 
jurisdiction, that it would be idle to contemplate the establishment of any 
separate institution for the p11rposes indicated; but it has not been dead to 
the influences, which, operating upon other Grand Lodges more favorably 
situated, have resulted in the rearing of structures, at once an honor to their 
benevolence and zeal, and a monument of ' Masonic charity,' in a form 
which, furnishing all the aids to mental cultivation to the poor and destitute, 
attacks the citadel of vice, and lays the foundation for a harvest ot virtuous 
fruits, the extent of which cannot be estimated." 

The first great principle which Freemasonry inculcates is charity, without 
which that fair proportioned edifice which we term the Masonic Institution, 
and so proudly designate as our8, would soon crumble into dust and be no 

more. 
How are we to exercise this blessed attribute of the heart, especially the 

heart of a mason, which should overflow with Charity 1 Mankind are so 
formed and made up by the Great Ruler of all, that, as far as regards 
worldly things, there is a vast discrepancy among men. While one revels 
in luxury, another, bearing the same impress of Deity, and for aught finite 
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wisdom can see, in every particular that renders man truly great and good, 
his equal, wanders from door to door begging a scanty pittance to enable 
him to exist. Such is the great world of human life-for wise purposes, 
doubtless, which man, with all his boasted wisdom, cannot fathom-God bas 
so ordained it, and so it is. The property of the world is thus placed in the 
hands of comparatively the few, and as we have a right to presume, for the 
benefit of the many. The rich man, it is true, calls it his-the miser bugs 
his bags of gold to his bosom, and his sordid and groveling nature is only 
satisfied by the contemplation of the glittering dust which be possesses;
but when the great leveller, death, approaches, he strikes with the same un
erring aim the poor and the rich, the high and the low, and the accumulated 
wealth of a long life must then be left to others; thus impressing upon those 
who snnive, the great truth, that the good things of this world are only lent 
to those who hold them, for the benefit of their fellow men. 

How then, I ask again, are we, as masons, to exercise this blessed attri
bute of the heart~ Are we to go about giving to all we meet who appear to 
be in distress~ By no means. The wealth of the Indies would not admit 
of indiscriminate charity like this-indeed it would not be charity, but 
rather wasteful extravagance ; and he who should pursue such a course, 
would soon place himself in the position to beg, rather than to give. We are 
to inquire into the reality of the sufferings of those who apply to us for relief, 
and if we find them borne down by misfortune, or in want, it is our sacred duty 
to minister to their necessities, as fully as our own circumstances will permit. 
That hoiy volume, without the presence of which no lodge of masons can 
be opened, contains among its treasures, this: "Pure religion and undefiled, 
before God, the Father, is this; to visit the fatherless and widows in their 
affliction." This is not only pure religion, but it is also pure charity-we 
are not to wait for want and affliction to present themselves to us, but we are 
to seek them out and to minister to them in their seclusion. And while we 
thus give of our good things to the worthy, who are entitled to our charity, our 
minds ought never to lose sight of the uncertainty of all worldly things-we 
ought never to forget" that riches tak:e to themselves wings and fly away," and 
that a single revolution of Fortune's unbalanced wheel, may place us in the po
sition of the mendicant, without any fault on our part, while it places him 
in affluence. 

We ought, then, to consider ourselves almoners of the Lord, appointed to 
distribute among those who are suffering, and worthy of our charity, such 
portions of the good things of this world as can be spared without injury to 
us or our families, and which may be to those who receive, indeed a blessing· 

Even this is but a circumscribed view of the duties we owe to others in 
the exercise of Charity; something more than dollars and cents is to be 
be taken into the account-the feeling and the motive which governs the 
giver when be bestows his alms, are, in a moral point of view, of more im
portance than the gift, for 
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"That is no true a)ms which the hand can hold; 
He gives nothing but worthless gold 

Who gives from a sense of duty; 
But he who gives a slender mite, 
And gives to that which is out of sight, 

That thread of the all·sastaining Beauty 
Which runs through all and doth all unite,
The hand cannot clasp the whole of his alms, 
The heart outstretches its eager palms, 
For a god goes wjth it and makes it store 
To the soul that was staning in darkness before." 

97 

He who said" whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these little ones a 
cup of cold water only, in the name of a disciple, verily I say unto you, he 
shall in no wise lose his reward," illustrated both by his precepts and his 
example, the charity of the soul; and the same accomplished poet from 
whom I have just quoted, figuratively introduces into the vision of the 
Knight, this beautiful sentiment as the language of the Saviour: 

"The Holy Supper is kept, indeed, 
In what we share with another's need,-
Not that which we give, but what we share
For the gift without the giver is bare; 
Who bestows himself with his alms feeds three: 
Himself, his hungering neighbor, and me." 

The apostle, in one of the most beautiful chapters contained in the New 
Testament, says : " For though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and 
though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity it profitetb me 
nothing." The charity here meant, is tbat broad and universal pbilantbrophy 
of the soul, which leads the good and virtuous man to denominate the world 
one brotherho'Od. Among masons it is that masonic principle, so truly and 
feelingly illustrated in raising a brother to the degree of a Master, and which, 
I fear, is not always in the mind of each one of the brethren who has re
ceived that sublime degree-it is that which teaches us to pray-

" Teach me to feel another's woe
To bide the fault I see-

That mercy I to others show, 
That mercy show to me." 

It is that which prompted the reply of the Saviour of mankind to the ques
tion, "Lord, how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him 1 

till seven times 1 " 

"Jesus salth unto him, I say not unto thee till seven times; but until 
seTenty times seven." 

This is the charity, in the broad and comprehensive sense of that term, 
7 
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which should ever be found in the masonic bosom. This is the charity 
which should induce every true mason to look upon the foibles and failings 
of his brethren, with feelings of tenderness, and a. disposition proni to for
giveness. I cannot better express the idea. than Mackey, in his valuable 
Lexicon of Freemasonry bas already expressed it. "The charity of which 
our order boasts,'' says he, "is not alone the sentiment of commiseration 
which leads us to assist the poor with pecuniary donations. Like the virtue 
described by the Apostle, its application is more noble and more e<~:tensive. 
' It sufferetb long, and is kind.' The true mason will be slow to anger, and 
easy to forgive. He will stay his falling brother by gentle admonition, and 
warn him, with kindness, of approaching danger. He will not open his ear 
to his slanderers, and will close his lips against all reproach. His faults and 
his follies will be locked up in his breast, and the pra.ye~ for mercy will 
ascend to Jehovah for his brother's sins. Nor will these sentiments of be
nevolence be confined to those who are bound to him by ties of kindred or 
worldly friendship alone; but, extending them throughout the globe, be will 
love and cherish all who sit beneath the broad canopy of our universal 
lodge. For it is the boast of our institution, that a. mason, destitute and 
worthy, may find in every clime a brother, and in every land a home." 

I have thus endeavored to illustrate briefly, one of the great principles 
upon which the masonic institution is based. In addition to his duties to 
his brethren, every Freemason is expected to perform his duties as a good 
citizen, faithfully. An elegant modern writer remarks, "we must enjoy the 
sweets of life, without vainly expecting to avoid its bitters; life is life; hu
manity is humanity; to be in the world and not of the world, is systemat
ically practicable only in the apostolic sense. Life is made up of relations, 
affinities, dependencies, connections, ties and obligations. To try to escape 
them is to try to elude a universal law, and like eYery snch endeavor, is sure 
to terminate in failure, if not in punishment. The attempt is selfish, and 
selfishness may succeed for a while, but never eventually or entirely tri
umphs.'~ 

The truth of the position here assumed cannot be galnsayed, and nothing 
so well becomes a man as a continual effort to perform all his natural obli
gations to his fellow beings, and to fulfill all his duties. 

Every rational being upon this earth was placed here by his Maker for 
some purpose. The God whom we worship, and whose holy name we hold 
in such reverence, decrees no act without a result; and when he breathes 
the breath of life into the clods of the valley, and bids them rise up and as
sume the human form and all the attributes of men, they are created to fill 
same station in the walks of human existence-to add something to human 
knowledge-to exert some influence in the vast and ever moving tide of 
humanity as it sweeps along from the cradle to the tomb. There lives no 
man who has not some duty to perform-some influence to exert in the 
great plan of creation; and while we, as men, are striving to do our duty as 
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citizens, Jet us not forget that we are to perform other duties and exert other 
influences as masons. If the merest cypher, to our finite view, that goes to 
make up the amount of human existence, exerts a power in the scale of 
aggregate life, surely there is not one man who has been found worthy to 
enter our temple, who may not exert an influence which can be felt and 
appreciated. 

The great aim and end of our exertions, as masons, should be, to place the 
masonic institution upon that moral. eminence where it may be viewed with 
admiration by all mankind. Founded, as it was, on the best attributes of 
human nature-calculated, as it is, to bring into activity the most noble im
pulses of the human heart, we who are now responsible not only for its 
safety, but, if possible, for its improvement, shall have a startling account 
to settle with Deity hereafter, if we are false to our trust-if we suffer this 
sacred institution, second only to the holy religion we all profess, to become 
Jess important to humanity-less efficient in the great cause of benevolence, 
Jess respected and less revered by the great human family than it was when 
it came into our keeping. 

Let then every individual member of our craft assume that it is his special 
duty to maintain the standing and honor of the institution; let him exert 
his individual influence to this end. Such an influence, properly exerted, in 
a good cause, will have an effect on others which wili often astonish him 
who exerts it, and as it operates and he witnesses its effect he rises in his 
own estimation, and soon becomes a bold leader where he was once a timid 
follower. 

I am now endeavoring to stir up those who are within the sound of my 
voice, if any such there be, who have imbibed the idea that they can exert 
no influence, and therefore make no attempt to do it. Let them turn to the 
history of the past and see what has been done by the influence of those 
whose early lives gave no indicaLion of the immense powers and influences 
which they afterwards wielded. Let them observe how men have been 
swayed either to good or to evil by those who doubtless were, at the outset, 
ignorant of their own powers, aud under other circumstances than those in 
which they were placed would have shrunk from the deeds they were forced 
to perform. 

Ancient history, both sacred and profane, abounds with examples where 
men have risen from the humblest origin and the ordinary walks of life to 
exert influences. which have shaken the world. From Absalom, who "stole 
the hearts of the men of Israel," down even to our days, thousands upon 
thousands might be named in support of the position assumed. 

Themistocles, the conqueror of Xerxes, rose from the most obscure origin 
. to the height of fame, both as a scholar and a hero. 

Cromwell, the son of a brewer, became Lord Protector of the Common
wealth of England, exerting more power than any sovereign who could 
boast a descent front the proud houses of York and Lancaster. 
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Napoleon Bonaparte was a remarkable illustration of the power that may 
be attained by individual influence and exertion. 

Among the worthies of our own country, we can refer with pride and sat
isfaction to the names of Washington and Franklin. 

Nol more certain is the concussion of flint and steel to produce sparks of 
fire than is the contact of known science with the human mind to produce 
new results, undreamed of by the world ; and whenever a man comes fully 
to the conclusion that he can do somethi11g, and commences his operations 
in earnest, he seldom fails to effect results far surpassing those which, in 
the in fancy of his ideas, he had regarded as hardly possible. 

Thus individual minds act on each other-their influence extends to 
others, until the mass of mind becomes operated upon, and the world is en
lightened and becomes wiser and better. 

While we regard faithfully the ties that bind us to each other as brethren, 
and endeavor to maintain the principles and practices established by onr 
order in their simplicity and purity, Jet us by no means forget the duties we 
owe to our fellow beiugs, whose only tie to us is that of humanity. 

That silver cord, which death alone can loose, runs through all human ex
istence, and unites mankind in one common brotherhood; and although as 
.Freemasons we draw it more closely around our hearts, still as p~ilanthro
pists, we are not to forget that it spans a world, and that we are within its 
circle. 

Tl!e institution of Freemasonry has, from all time, assumed as its basis, 
universal benevolence. It tolerates no distinctions, either in religion or pol
itics, and its true position cannot better be defined than it was in 1709, by 
the Hon. Charles H. Atherto11, of New Hampshire, in an address delivered 
before the Masonic fraternity, at Concord, at the installation of Blaziug Star 
Lodge. 

''From its prime object," says our eloquent brother," the diffusion of be
nevolence, and the restoration of brotherhood to man, flows also its princi
ple to admit of 'no national, political or ecclesiastical distinction.' It is not 
merely that narrow benevolence confined to our kindred, our circle, or that 
relieves objects of immediate distress, by the contributions of charity; but 
it is that sublime benevolence which rises superior to national peculiarities 
and differences in politics and religion, breaks down these walls of partition 
by which man bas been fancied an enemy to man, teaches him to view man
kind as descendants of the same parent, subject to the same propensities, ex
posed to tl!e same wants, and alike hastening 'to that bourn from whence 
no traveler returns.' And boweveF diversified by education and climate, to 
view the teuants of all regions as entitled to the offices of kindness, and to 
consider' every man good and true,' of whatever government, country, or re
ligion-every man into whose breast science bas shed her sacred light, and 
in whom the latent spark of Divinity has been drawn out into the acknowl
edgment and practice of the religion of nature-as worthy to be called by 
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the endearing appellation of brother, and to be received into the bosom of a 
lodge." 

On a basis thus broad stands the Masonic institution; but while it thus 
stands, firm as the everlasting hills, it makes no pretensions to anything 
higher and better than it is, for the regulation and direction of the actions of 
men. The objection that it thus sets itself up, has been often urged against 
Masonry. Brother Edgar Snowdon .. of Alexandria, Va., in an address de
livered in 1847, on an occasion like the present, remarks: "Nothing can be 
more erroneous than such an idea. To the supremacy, to the all-sufficiency 
of Christianity, to effect its work, not only in the regeneration of our race, 
but in its preservation and salvation, it bows with reverence-and leaves 
that where it belongs. Masonry does not interfere with, jostle against, or 
emulate any high prerogatives. It confines itself to a lowlier and an humbler 
sphere. It does not presume to search the heart and try the reins, to investi
gate motives, to elicit fa ith, or to point out any way of reconciliation between 
the creature and the Creator. It meddles not with the consciences, or the 
religious belief, or the doctrines of men. Its office is limited. It is con
fined to the inculcation, under the sanction of Chri stianity, of the moral 
and social duties as affecting the relations of society, and viewing men as 
brethren of one common family. The adamantine chain which binds the 
human heart and soul to God, is left untouched. It dares alone, with hum
ble confidence, to hope that it may strive to polish the golden links of fellow
ship and brotherly love, which, alas I are too apt to be corroded by the preju
dices, the faults, and the crimes inseparable from our fallen natures. Nay, 
religion itself does not disdain to make use of instruments in her holy offices. 
She allows us to foster the charities of life, and does not avert her benignant 
countenance from our efforts to lighten the cares, and administer to the tem
poral wants of our fellows." 

I have been thus particular in stating that Masonry does not claim to be a 
substitute for religion, but only her bumble follower, for the reason that 
there are those whom I regard and esteem as highly as any persons on 
earth, and whom I believe to be as pure in heart and in purpose as any 
human beings can be, who have expressed to me the iciea with which I com
menced this branch of my subject-that Masonry is made a substitute for 
religion, and that masons, placing all their reliance as to the future on a 
mere earthly institution, forget "that anchor to the son\, both sure and 
steadfast," on which alone man can rely to ride out in safety the storms of 
the world, excited, as they are, by the evil passions incident to the imperfec

tions of mere humanity. 
I feel naturally anxious to convince those frisnds, with some of whom are 

connected the holiest recollections and associations of my childhood, that 
they have mistaken the aim and end of ths masonic institution, and to 
bring them, by the broad avenue of charity, to view without prejudice our 
human temple in all its fair proportions, when they cannot but admit that it 
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is worthy of the wisdom of him whom we tra,ditionally recognize as our 
first Grand Master-Solomon, King of Israel. 

Suffer me to add, in this connection, that we must all believe, if we are 
good masons, that the Christian religion is the only rock upon which we can 
erect a temple on earth which shall endure when all earthly things shall 
have crumbled into dust. 

Freemasonry may be viewed as a coadjutor with Christianity, inasmuch 
as it has aided in gathering up the scattered elements of moral and intel
lectual cultivation which existed anterior to the Christian era, and has, by 
combining them with Christianity, brought about much of the true hap
piness and moral perfection of mari, in his social and individual capacity. 
She has lent her aid in inculcating the moral as well as religious belief, that 
a virtuous and upright life on earth, founded upon the doctrines taught by 
the Saviour, will insure to man consolation in the gloomy hour of death, and 
eternal happiness in the world which is to come. 

I have endeavored, in the foregoing remarks, to condense within the 
reasonable time that ought to be occupied on an occasion like this, as much 
of general interest relative to the masonic order as possible. Instead of at
tempting to tickle the ears of this respectable audience with an address of 
flowing words and well-turned periods, illustrating the orator rather than 
the subject, I have borrowed liberally from eminent writers on Freemasonry, 
and have rather illustrated by my own remarks the positions assumed by 
them, than those assumed by myself, by quoting them. 

From what I have said-indeed from all that can be gathered up in the 
long vista of the past, either traditionally or historically-no one can doubt 
the purity bf motive wllich induced the establishment of our order, or the 
philanthropic tendency of all its actions. 

The prophet bath said that "the heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked." To change this deceitfulness to truth and to soften 
this wicked heart is the peculiar province of that higher institution than ours 
t 'l which I have already alluded; but he who hns knelt at our altar before 
t he light of religion has beamed within his bosom, has advanced one long 
stride toward that still holier shrine, upon which no sacrifice is so sweet as 
that of a broken and contrite heart. 

We ask not.hing of the candidate who desires to enter our sanctuary, not 
entirely compatible with his religion, his honor, his duty to his God and his 
responsibility to his fellow beings. We not only ask, but we insist that he 
shall be virtuous, kind and charitable-that he shall learn to subdue his 
passions-that he shall not only bear the physical form and figure of a per
fect man, but that he shall be one in heart, in practice, in principle and in 
morality. 

There exists no garden, however carefully cultivated, where there may 
not be found, amid the brightly blooming and fragrant flowers and beautiful 
foliage, occasionally a noxious weed, and, notwithstanding all the care and 
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caution that bas marked the admission of men into our brotherhood, we find 
some who are unworthy-there are some noxious weeds among our flowers; 
they are, however, as I trust and believe, few and far between. 

That purity of motive which actuated the early founders of our order, has 
been exemplified through century after century, in the conduct of the craft, 
'in every portion of the globe-in all regions and in all climes-beneath the 
burning sun of the tropics, and amid the icebergs of the frozen oceans-in 
the cultivated gardens of France and Italy, and under the shade of the dark 
forests of the Western continent-on the boundless wastes of the Arabian 
deserts, and on the wide spread but blooming prairies of America-amid the 
fastnesses of the Alpine regions of the Old World, and the Alleghanies of 
the New. 

There is hardly a spot of earth where the foot of civilized man bas trod
den, where Masonry has not been, or does not exist-and often has the 
weary and way-worn traveler, in seeking, as he supposed, only the dwelling 
of a fellow man, found himself welcomed with all the affection of a faithful 
heart, beneath the roof-tree, and to all the hospitalities of a brother. 

How often have we all heard the idea advanced by the uninitiated, that 
Masonry was once a good and valuable institution, but that it bad outlived 
its value ! As if brotherly love, relief and truth, could ever become value
less-as if a society which inculcates all the virtues that become a man could 
ever cease to be an important adjunct to religion, legislation, or jurispru
dence. No, my brethren, Masonry bas not outlived its value, its goodness, 
or its usefuln ess-it has rather increased in all as it has extended its broad 
and supporting arms through the whole earth. Never was there a time 
when it could do more good than now-when empires are falling, and king
doms are toppling down-when dynasties are broken up, and kings are 
driven, as exiles, from their thrones-when all the elements of European 
government are in confusion and seem fast approaching a state of chaos, 
and when distress is following in the footsteps of confusion. At such a 
time, and under such circumstances, a world wide institution like our own 
can do much to alleviate suffering-to bind up the bleeding wounds of afflic
tion, and to minister comfort to those who are in despair. 

Let those who understand not our actions or our motives, say what they 
may-let those suspicious beings who believe that all mystery is sin, rail 
against Masonry, unknowing what they attack-we will cherish our insti
tution, for we know that it is good-we will preserve it from danger as sa
credly as we would the apple of our eye-we will wind our heart strings 
about it-and, in the name of virtue, charity, goodness, benevolence and 
Mercy, we will raise 011r fervent prayers to Him in whose Great Name 
we place our trust, to sustain and bless it-to guard it from all evil-to direct 
it in the path of goodness, and to make it in all time to come, a blessing to 
the world! 



I 
•I ' 

. : 
ll 



(t~aml 1todgt ofl 
• • 

t + 

Ji[aint, 
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ANNUAL COMMUNICATION. 

The Annual Communication of the M. W. Grand Lodge of 
Maine, was holden at Masons' Hall, in Portland, on Thursday, 
the second day of May, A. D. 1850, and was called to order at 
ten o'clock A . M. by R. W. John C. Humphreys, D. G. Master. 

GRAND OFFICERS PRESENT. 

R. W. JOHN C. HUMPHREYS, 
FREEMAN BRADFORD, 
JOHN W. LINDLEY, 
HENRY H. BOODY, 
CHARLES B. SMITH, 
ALLEN HAINES, 

W. & Rev. CYRUS CU.'viMINGS, 
W. JONATHAN SMITH, 

E. G. RAWSON, 
JOHN G. RICHARDSON, 
JOHN PURINTON, 
GEORGE SMALL, 
WILLIAM SO.'viERBY, 
JOHN GLOVER, 

Bro. JOHN DAIN, 

Grand Master,p. t.; 
S. G. Warden ; 
J. G. Warden, p. t.; 
Grand Treasurer; 
Rec. Grand Secretary ; 
Cor. Grand Secretary; 
Grand Chaplain; 
Grand Marshal; 
S. G. Deacon, p. t.; 
J. G. Deacon, p. t . ; 
Grand Steward ; 

" 
G. Sword Bearer, p. t.; 
Grand Tyler. 

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS. 

R. W. DANIEL WINSLOW. 
GEORGE W. CHASE. 

" LORY BACON. 
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R. W. JOHN W. LINDLEY. 
JABEZ TRUE. 
TIMOTHY CHASE. 

PAST GRAND OFFipERS. 

M. W. ABNER B. THOMPSON, Past Grand Master. 
REUEL WASHBURN, Past Grand Master. 

[May, 

The Grand Lodge was duly opened in the third degree, with 
prayer by Rev. Bro. Cummings, Grand Chaplain. 

On motion, 

Voted, That Master Masons in good standing, be invited to take seats as 
visitors during the session of the Grand Lodge. 

R. W. Bros. Williams of Bangor, Bacon of Augusta, and 
Haines of Portland, were then appointed a Uommittee on Cre
dentials; who, having attended to the duty assigned them, re
ported that the following lodges were duly represented, as fol
lows, viz: 

1 Portland, at Portland, by William Kimball, M; Richard W. Kennard; 
SW; Thomas J. Sanborn, JW. 

2 Warren, at East Machias, by F. A. Wilson, JW. 
3 Lincoln, at Wiscasset, by Thomas B. Johnston, JW; Erastus Foote, Jr., 

Proxy. 
5 Kennebec, at Hallowell, by Stephen Lord, SW. 
6 .Amity, at Camden, by William Merriam, M; Austin Sweetland, SW; 

John Glover, Proxy. 
8 United, at Brunswick, by John D. Lincoln, M; T. S. McLellan, SW; 

0. A. Merrill, JW. 
9 Saco, at Raco, by Thurston Libby, SW. 

10 Rising Vi1·tue, at Bangor, by E. G. Rawson, JW; John Williams, Proxy. 
l2 Cumberland, at New Gloucester, by John Hatch, M; Daniel W. True, S W. 
14 Solar, at Bath, by S. J. Tallman, M; John G. Richardson, JW. 
15 Orient, at Thomast.on, by John O'Brien, SW. 
16 St. George, at Warren, by Samuel Hinkley, JW. 
17 .Ancient Land-Mark, at Portland, by John B. Coyle, M; Benjamin C. 

Fernald, SW; Amos E. Howell, JW. 
19 Felicity, at Bucksport, by Foster Wood, Proxy. 
20 Maine, at Farmington, by Joseph D. Prescott, Proxy. 
21 Oriental Star, at Livermore, by Joseph Covell, M. 
23 Freeport, at Freeport, by Robert R. Kendall, Proxy. 
24 Phcenix, at Belfast, by H. G. 0. Washburn. M; W. 0. Poor, Proxy. 
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27 Adonirttm, at Limington, by .Arthur McArthur, Proxy. 
28 Northem Star, at Anson, by Andrew McFadden, Proxy. 
29 Tranquil, at Danville, by William White, SW. 
30 Blazing Star, at Rumford, by Hezekiah Hutchins, Jr., Proxy. 
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31 Union, at Union, by Gilbert M. Blackington, M; George Littlehale, SW; 
Philo Thurston, JW. 

32 Hermon, at Gardiner, by Moses Springer, M. 
33 Waterville, by Jere. Arnold, M. 
34 Somerset, at Skowhegan, by Joseph Bigelow, JW; ;Eusebius Weston, 

Proxy. 
35 B ethlehem, at Augusta, by Alvah Josselyn, Proxy. 
37 Wash-ington, at Lubec, by John C. Talbot, Jr., Proxy. 
38 Hannony, at Gorham, by Josiah Pierce, M; Seward Merrill, SW; Wil. 

liam Burton, JW. 
39 P enobscot, at Dexter, by Otis Cutler, Proxy. 
40 Lygonia, at Ellsworth, by William Somerby, M. 
46 St. Croix, at Calais, by Sewall Waterhouse, Proxy. 
45 Central, at China, by Edward Gray, SW. 
48 L afayette, at Readfield, by William C. Fuller, JW. 
50 Auri>ra, at East Thomaston, by Samuel B. Dodge, Proxy. 
52 ltfosaic, at Dover, by Paul Douglass, Proxy. 
58 Unity, at Freedom, by Daniel Weed, Proxy. 
59 ltfount Hope, at Hope, by Henry Hobbs, Proxy. 
60 Star in the East, at Old Town, by Ezra C. Bre~t. Proxy. 
61 King Solomon's, at Waldoboro', by John Balch, M; Fred. W. Nichols, 

Proxy. 
62 King David's, at Lincolnville, by Robert Davis, M. 

Report read and accepted. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the following Standing Committees be appointed by the 
Grand Master to consider and report upon such matters as may be referred 
to them during the present session, viz: 

1. A Committee on Dispensations and Charters. 
2. A Committee on tbe Doings of the Grand Officers. 
3 A Committee on Returns of Subordinate Lodges. 
4. A Committee on Grievances and Appeals. 

And the Grand Master thereupon announced the appointment 
of said committees, as follows : 

On Dispensations and Gharte·rs,-Bros. Springer of Gardiner, c ·hase of 
Belfast, and Haines of Portland. 

On Doings of the Grand Officers,-Bros. O'Brien of Thomaston, Lincoln of 
Brunswick, and Johnston of Wiscasset. 
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On Returns of Subordinate Lodges,-Bros. Somerby of Ellsworth, Boody 
of Portland, and Balch of Waldoboro'. 

On Grievances and .Appeals,-Bros. Chase of Danville, Dodge of East 
Thomaston, and Merriam of Camden. 

A communication from theM. W. Grand Master was presented 
and read by the Grand Secretary. 

Referred to the Committee on the Doings of the Grand Offi
cers. 

A communication from the Grand Lodge of Ireland, in rela
tion to difficulties existing between Eastern Lodge, No. 7, at 
Eastport, and Hibernia Lodge, No. 318, at St. Andrews, N. B., 
was then presented and read by the Grand Secretary. 

Referred to the Committee on Grievances and Appeals. 

Bro. Covell then submitted a proposition to amend the Con
stitution of the Grand Lodge so as to provide that the annual 
communications thereof shall be holden at Augusta, or at some 
other place. 

Laid upon the table. 

A communication was received from Union Lodge, embracing 
the facts in relatiol!. to the expulsion of William S. Clark from 
said lodge. 

Read and referred to the Committee on Grievances and Ap
peals. 

The Grand Lodge then called off until half-past two o'clock P. M, 

MAY 2, 1850. 

The Grand Lodge called to labor at half-past two o'clock P.M. 

R. W. Bro. Bacon then submitted his annual report, as fol
lows: 
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REPORT OF D. D. G. MASTER OF THIRD DISTRICT. 

To theM. W. Grand Lodge of J-laine: 

The District Deputy Grand Master of the Third Masonic District asks 
leave to present the following report: 

Since the last annual communication of the Grand Lodge, two dormant 
lodges have been added to the return, viz; Central, at China, by charter 
renewed, and Lafayette, at Readfield, by dispensation from the M. W. 
Grand Master. Central Lodge received a dispensation the year before to 
recommence labor, but circumstances prevented their availing themselves of 
its benefits until their charter was renewed in May last. They did not, how
ever, fully organize until the 27th of August, when I visited them, presided 
at the choice of officers, installed them and initiated two candidates. This 
lodge bas procured the supposed lost jewels of the dormant Vassalboro' 
Lodge, several of whose former members have joined themselves to this and 
become effic ient officers and members of the lodge. They have a fair pros
pect before them, as their return exhibits. 

Lafayette Lodge received, August 20th, a dispensation from the M. W. 
Grand Master, through me, to recom mence labor, of which they forthwith 
availed themselves and commenced work in earnest. I visited this lodge in 
November and initiated three candidates. This was one of those supposed 
defunct lodges, which I suggested, in my last report, be stricken from the 
list in the Third District. It is, in fact, like one risen from the dead. Its 
resuscitation is a source of peculiar satisfaction to me, as I was its first Mas
ter when Masonry was at its meridian height. I most cheerfully recom
mend a renewal of its charter. 

There are now in this district nine lodges, in active operation, viz: Beth
lehem at Augusta, Hermon at Gardiner, WaterviJle at WaterviJle, Northern 
Star at Anson, Kennebec at Hallowell, Maine at Farmington, Somerset at 
Skowhegan, Central at China, and Lafayette at Readfield,-most of which 
are in a flourishing condition, as their returns will show. Suspensions and 
expulsions have been rare. Several have gone to "that undiscovered coun
try from whose bourn no traveler returns." 

There is still a want of uniformity in their mode of work, which seems 
necessary to be produced by efficient measures of the Grand Lodge. 

In November I installed the officers of Bethlehem Lodge, in presence of a 
large nuruber of brethren with their wives, sisters and daughters, and of 
Jerusalem Chapter. After which the brethren, sisters and companions re
paired to the. Stanley House and partook of an excellent supper. Harmony 
prevailed-pleasure and satisfaction beamed in every countenance. Public, 
or semi-public installations, properly arranged and conducted, do much good 
by curing prejudice and promoting charity and brotherly Jove. It is with 
pleasure and satisfaction that I can report the lodges in the third district 
flourishing and onward. There is observed, however, in many instances 
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among the craftsmen, especially the younger portion, a want of that" silence 
and circumspection" so necessary to the honor of the institution. Would 
it not have a desirable effect for the Grand Lodge, by a special committee or 
otherwise, to address a circular to the several subordinate lodges on the all
important subject of vigilance and strict attention to those cardinal virtues, 
temperance and prudence ? 

I have appended to this report some statistics of the several lodges in this 
district, showing the time of recommencing labor, the amount of work done, 
suspensions, expulsion, deaths, etc. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
LORY BACON, D. D. G. M. Third District. 

Report read and accepted. 

R. W. Bro. Lindley submitted his annual report, as follows : 

REPORT OF D. D. GRAND MASTER OF FOURTH DISTRICT. 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine : 
Having been appointed by the M. W. Grand Master to take charge of the 

subordinate lodges composing the fourth masonic district under the jurisdic
tion of this Grand Lodge, I beg leave to make the following report : 

There are now eight lodges composing the fourth district, all of which I have 
visited, some of them twice, during the past Masonic year, and find them in 
successful operation. Some of the lodges have not returned quite so many 
initiations as last year, but great attention has been paid to inform them
selves in the work and lectures. Most of the lodges have held their meet
ings weekly during the winter season, and I am happy to say that all appear 
to be anxious to observe the ancient landmarks of the Order, and be gov
erned by our standard work. The whole number of members returned 
from this district is two hundred and fifty; the annual fee amounting to 
$31.11. The returns show the number of initiates to be fifty-three; fees for 
initiates, at two dollars each, is $106-making the sum of $137.11, paid into 
the Grand Treasury from said district. Two new lodges have come into 
operation since the last annual communication of the Grand Lodge. 

A charter was granted at the last annual communication, to the brethren 
at Waldoboro', by the name of King Solomon's Lodge. This lodge was consti
tuted, consecrated, dedicated, and the officers duly installed, on the 22d of 
February last. The lodge appears very prosperous and are doing a good 
business. They return ten initiates and twenty-eight members. At the last 
annual communication of the Grand Lodge, a dispensation was granted to a 
number of brethren at Richmond, empowering them to meet as a lodge. 
They have organized under their dispensation, and held their meetings 
weekly most of the time. The zeal and energy manifested by these brethren 
since they commenced work, are worthy of great praise, and afford indica.-
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tiona that their lodge, at no distant day, may be ranked among the most 
flourishing in the State. They return twelve initiates and sixteen members. 
They are now asking for a charter, to which I consider them justly entitled. 

A petition from a number of brethren of Bowdoinham was presented to 
the Grand Lodge last year, asking permission to resume their meetings 
under their old charter, which had slept many years; and their petition was 
heartily responded to by the Grand Lodge. Brother Curtis soon after wrote 
to me making some inquiries, and stating that they were ready to resume 
their labors, and that a number of their young men were anxious to obtain 
the degrees. From the encouragement offered them, two or three members 
started with commendable zeal, and prepared a. ball for their meetings; but 
to their disappointment, could not get members enough together to open a. 
Fellow Craft Lodge. 

They have now surrendered their charter, which is herewith presented, 
asking the privilege of having it restored to them again whenever they find 
themselves in a situation to sustain it with credit to themselves and honor 
to the fraternity. I would recommend that said charter be received by the 
Grand Lodge in trust, to be again restored to Village Lodge, at Bowdoinham, 
when it shall satisfactorily appear that they are in a situation to sustain said 
lodge with credit to the institution. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 
JOHN W. LINDLEY, D. D. G. M. Fourth District. 

Report read and accepted. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the subject of the use of the jewels of Village Lodge by Rich
mond Lodge, be referred to the Committee on Dispensations and Charters. 

R. W. Bro. Chase then presented his report, as follows : 

REPORT OF THE D. D. G. MASTER FIFTH DISTRICT. 

To theM. W. Grand Lodge of Maine: 
The undersigned would respectfully beg leave to report: That from un

foreseen and unexpected circumstances, he has not been enabled to visit the 
several lodges in the second masonic district during the month of April, in 
detail, as he had arranged to do; but has held communication with the sev
eral lodges, and so far as he has received answers, is able to state that the 
lodges in operation are generally in a flourishing condition. Pythagorean 
Lodge, No. 11, at Fryeburg; Oxford Lodge, No. 18, at Paris; and Mount 
Moriah Lodge, No. 56, at Denmark, have not, so far as I can learn, resumed 
work, or evinced any strong desire to do so. I have written to some who 
were formerly active members, as I have been informed, but as yet have re
ceived no encouraging reply. Oriental Lodge, I am unofficially informed, 

::.. 
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remains stationary, and bas unfortunately been deprived by death of one of 
its most active members, R. W. Bro. George W. Cushman, their late Master. 
Oriental Star Lodge, No. 21, at Livermore, has not increased in numbers, but 
in all other respects exhibits prosperity and progress in the science and 
principles of our fraternity. 

Tranquil Lodge, No. 19, at Danville, I have repeatedly visited, and am 
happy to say it is rapidly increasing in numbers, and improving in work. 
Twelve candidates have been initiated during the past year, and the lodge 
now numbers fifty members, with flattering prospects of future success. 

Blazing Star Lodge, No. 30, at Rumford, has made a report, which shows 
the initiation of six candidates, and the lodge is in good working condition, 
with a bright prospect before it. 

King Hiram Lodge, No. 57, at Dixfield, has not the facilities and advan
tages of the other lodges, as I am kindly informed by my predecessor, R. W. 
Past D. D. G. Master Hutchins, who has granted his assistance at my re
quest, and has not yet been able to supply itself with all the necessary re
galia; but the brethren of that lodge are exerting themselves to overcome all 
obstacles, and undoubtedly will win to themselves and their lodge, deserved 
success. And I would respectfully recommend that their dues to the Grand 
Lodge for the past masonic year be remitted. 

I have distributed to the several lodges the several documents put into my 
hands by the Grand Secretary for that purpose. 

I have once publicly, and in consequence of the suggestion of the officers 
elect, for the purpose of changing the time of the annual election, once pri
vately installed the officers of Tranquil Lodge; and have, on application of 
said lodge, granted three dispensations for conferring degrees. 

I have at all times found the brethren of other lodges disposed to aid me 
as far as in their power, in procuring information and in performing my 
duties. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 
GEORGE W. CHASE, D. D. G. M. Second District. 

Report read and accepted. 

The hour designated by the Constitution for the election of 
Grand Officers having now arrived, the Grand Lodge went into 
committee of the whole for that purpose-M. W. Abner B. 
Thompson in the chair. 

Having attended to the duty assigned them, the committee 
rose and reported to the Grand Lodge the election of the follow
ing Grand Officers for the ensuing year, viz: 
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M. w. JOSEPH c. STEVENS, Grand Master, Bangor; 

R. W. JOHN C. HUMPHREYS, Deputy Grand Master, Brunswick; 
FREEMAN BRADFORD, Senior Grand Warden, Portland; 
TIMOTHY CHASE, Junior Grand Warden, Belfast; 
HENRY H. BOODY, Grand Treasurer, Portland; 
CHARLES B. SMITH, Recording Grand Secretary, Portland. 

Committee of Finance. 

R. vV. Bros. FREE!IAN BRAD~'ORD, ABNER B. THOMPSON, JONATHAN S!UTH. 

Which report was read and accepted. 

The Grand Secretary then reported that four vacancies existed 
in the Board of Trustees of the Charity Fund; and the Grand 
Lodge proceeded forthwith to fill said vacancies by a new elec
tion. 

The baJlots having been cast, returned and counted, the Grand 
Master announced that R. W. Bros. Joseph Covell, Eusebius 
Weston, William 0. Poor and Foster Wood were duly elected 
Trustees of said Board for three years, agreeably to the pro
visions of the Constitution. 

The Grand Treasurer then submitted his annual report of re
ceipts and disbursements for the past year, as examined and ap
proved by the Committee of Finance, by which it appears that 
there was 

in his hands at the last annual settlement a balance of $ 755.19 
Since which time he has received from dues of subordinate lodges, 

from dividends and interest on funded stock and notes, and for Dis

pensations and Charters granted, the sum of ...••...•.•.•........ 1056 07 

Making in the whole the sum of.... . .. . . .............. , ......... $1811.26 

That he has paid out for six shares in Casco bank stock, .... $600.00 
For two notes, being temporary loans, ..••..•••........•... 550.00 

For the current expenses of the Grand Lodge including Char-
ity, the pay roll of delegates, blank diplomas, printing and 
other usual expenses, the sum of. ....................... 6-18:12. 

Leaving a balance in his hands of........... . ............. 43.14 
--$181!1.26 

8 
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The Grand Treasurer further reports, that the funds of the Grand Lodge 
consist of 20 shares Canal Bank stock, valued at ............. .•... . 1500.00 

16 shares Casco '' .................. . 1600.00 
5 shares Freemans' Bank stock, valued at ..••.........•. 500.00 

2 notes, being temporary loans, • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 550.00 

Total, .. .••.....••...........•. . .•...•.......• •.••.... $4150.00 

Report read and accepted. 

A petition was then received from the members of Richmond 
Lodge, u. D., asking for a charter of constitution. 

Referred to the Committee on Dispensations and Charters. 

The Grand Master then announced the appointment of the 
following brethren as a Committee on the Pay Roll of Dele
gates at this communication, viz: R. W. Bros. Covell, Washburn 
and Purinton. 

A petition from Lafayette Lodge, asking for a renewal of 
their charter, was then presented, and referred to the Committee 
on Dispensations and Charters. 

A petition was also received from seven brethen residing in the 
town of Phillips, asking for a dispensation to open and hold a 
new lodge in that town. Referred to the Committee on Dispen
sations and Charters. 

The Grand Lodge was then called off until to-morrow morn
ing at eight o'clock. 

Attest, C. B. SMITH, Grand SeC?·etan;. 

MAsoNs' HALL, May 3, 1850. 

The Grand Lodge was called to labor at eight o'clock. 

R. W. Bro. Winslow submitted his annual report, as follows: 

Having served this Grand Lodge the past masonic year as D. D. Grand 
Master of the first district, I ask leave respectfully to report: 

That the principal duties which I have been called upon to perform con. 
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sist in granting dispensations for initiations under special emergencies, and 
principally to the two lodges in this city. 

I have visited the Cumberland Lodge, at New Gloucester, once during the 
past year, but as no return has been made from said lodge I am unable to 
state the amount of work done. I am, however, informed by the Master 
that its future prospects appear favorable, and that the neglect in making 
their returu resu,lted from the interruption of their last meeting by a violent 
storm ; and he assures me that the return shall be made forth with, and the 
dues paid. 

The Harmony Lodge, at Gorham, has been reorganized by the election 
and installation of officers. It has met during tho past winter every week, 
and shows by its returns that its labor bas not been in vain. 

The United Lodge, at Brunswick, shows by its return a very small amount 
of work. This, however, will not I presume be attributed to any remissness 
of its energies or duties, as its efficiency is well known and appreciated by 
this Grand Lodge. 

The returns of the Portland and Ancient Land-Mark Lodges in this city 
preclude the necessity of further remark on my part. 

The Freeport Lodge, at Freeport, have made no return. Good and suf
fici ent reasons for not complying with the regulations of the Grand Lodge 
on this subject, I presume, will be presented by Bro. Kendall, its representa
tive to this Grand Lodge. 

The returns of the following lodges exhibit, in some degree, their con
dition, with the amount paid by them into the Grand Treasury: 

Portland Lodge, 83 members, 27 initiates, dues paid, 
Ancient Land-Mark 104 29 
Harmony 
United 

29 
42 

" 

Respectfully submitted, 

12 
2 " 

$64.38 
71.00 
27.62 
925 

$172.25 

DANIEL WINSLOW, D. D. G. Master. 

Report read and accepted. 

A petition was received from. Harmony Lodge, asking for the 
remission of their dues for the past year; but after due consid
eration, the Grand Lodge decided by vote not to grant the prayer 
thereof. 

The Committee on Dispensations and Charters reported: 

That they bad examined the by-laws of Richmond Lodge, and their 
jo11rnal of proceedings while acting under a dispensation, and find them con-
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formable to the usages of Masonry and to the Constitution of tbls Grand 
Lodge; and recommend that their prayer for a charter be granted. 

They also recommend that Richmond Lodge have permission to use the 
jewels of Village Lodge for the year ensuing. 

Per order, MOSES SPRINGER, Chairman. 

Report read and accepted; and thereupon, 

Voted, That a charter of constitution be issued to Richmond Lodge. 

The same committee also reported: 

That they had taken into consideration the petition of the brethren of 
Lafayette Lodge, in Readfield, and recommend that a new charter be grauted 
them, with permission to bold the sessions of said lodge alternately one year 
in Readfield and one year in Wayne, agreeably to their request. 

Per order, MOSES SPRINGER, Chairman. 

Report read and accepted; and thereupon, 

Voted, That a new charter be issued to said lodge accordingly. 

The same committee also reported : 

That they bad taken into consideration the petition of the brethren in 
Phillips and find that they have the requisite number and qualifications for 
this purpose, and they have obtained the approbation of the nearest lodge 
and also that of the D. D. G. Master. They therefore recommend that their 
request be granted. 

Per order, MOSES SPRINGER, Chai1·man. 

Report read and accepted, and dispensation ordered accord
ingly. 

The same committee also reported : 

That they bad examined the by-laws of King Solomon's Lodge at Waldo
boro', and find them conformable to the usages and customs of Masonry and 
to the Constitution of this Grand Lodge, and recommend that the same be 
approved. 

Per order, MOSES SPRINGER, Chai1·man. 

Report read and accepted. 

R. W. Bro. Tallman submitted a proposition to amend the 
first section of the third article of the Constitution, so that the 
Grand Lodge at every annual communication thereof shall fix 
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the place of its next yearly meeting, to be so fixed immediately 
after the annual choice of Grand Officers, and the question shall 
be taken by yeas and nays, and a return thereof made. 

Read and laid upon the table. 

R. W. Bro. Chase then submitted the following report: 

The Committee on Grievances and Appeals, to whom were referre1l copies 
of the proceedings of Union Lodge, No . 31, on certain charges preferred 
against William S. Clark, would respectfully report: 

That they have bad the same under consideration, and would recommend 
the adoption of the following resolution : . 

Resolved, That the sentence of expulsion of William S. Clark from Union 
Lodge, No. 31, be, and the same is hereby approved and confirmed. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

GEORGE W. CHASE, ~ 
SAMUEL B. DODGE, ( Committ-.e. 
WILLIAM MERRIAM, ) 

Which report was read and accepted, and the resolution unan
imously adopted. 

The same committee, to whom was referred a communication 
from the Grand Lodge of Ireland, relative to a difficulty exist
ing between Eastern Lodge, at Eastport, and Hibernia Lodge, 
at St. Andrews, N. B., reported that they had not been able, 
from the limited time allowed them, properly to investigate .the 
matters referred to them and to report thereon, and asked for 
further time and permission to make their report in the recess 
to the first four Grand Officers for their approval. 

Report accepted and the request of the committee granted. 

R. W. Bro. George W. Chase offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That a committee of three be raised by this Grand Lodge, whose 
du ty it shall be to exemplify in this body {at its next communication), the 
work and lectures sanctioned by the Anci ent York Rite, and if approved, 
that said committee instruct the several District Deputy Grand Masters in 
the same, to the end that uniformity be established throughout our juris
diction. 

Which resolution was read and, after due deliberation, adopted 
unanimously. 

. . 
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On motion, 

Voted, That a committee of nine be raised by nomination from the chair, 
to report to the Grand Lodge the names of three suitable brethren to be 
placed upon the Committee on Work and Lectures, as contemplated by the 
foregoing resolution. 

The following brethren were then announced from the chair 
to compose the nominating committee, viz : R. W. Bros. Wins
low of Portland, Chase of Danville, Williams of Bangor, Foote 
of Wiscasset, Somerby of Ellsworth, Douglass of Dover, Small 
of Westbrook, Washburn of Belfast, and Talbot of Lubec. 

This committee, after consultation, reported for the Commit
tee on Work and Lectures the names of Joseph C. Stevens of 
Bangor, Charles B. Smith of Portland, and John W. Lindley of 
Union. 

Which report was accepted, and the said brethren were ac
cordingly elected to perform the duties assigned them under the 
resolution. 

'l'he Committee on the Pay Roll then made a report, which 
was accepted, and the Grand Treasurer requested to pay the 
delegates in accordance therewith. 

The Committee on the Doings of the Grand Officers reported : 

That they bad attended to the duties assigned them, and would recom
mend to the consideration of the Grand Lodge the communication of. ti.Je 
M. W. Grand Master, Joseph C. Stevens, and more especially that part of 
it having reference to the admission of vi:;iting brethren to subordiuate 
lodges. Respectfully submitted, 

JOHN 0 BRIEN, C . ' } THOS. B. JOHNSTON, ommtttee. 

Report read and accepted. 

The following report was then submitted: 

The Grand SecretR.ry respectfully reports: That, pursuant to a resolution 
adopted by the Grand Lodge at their last annufl.l cornm unicfl.tion, he bas, fi.S 

far as practicable, co11ected the printed reports of sister Grand Lodges, re
ceived since the organization of this Grand Lodge, and caused them to be 
bound in volumes of suitable size for reference; making in the whole, includ
ing two volumes of printed circulars, and the proceedings of our own Grand 
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Lodge, twenty-six books. The work has been done in a strong and subs tan 
tial manner, but from the great diversity in the forms and size of the pam
phlets, it was found impracticable in putting them togetl.Jer, to preserve that 
degree of neatness and external beauty which was desirable, without doing 
too great violence to the chronological order of the reports. It is believed, 
however, that the object of the resolution has been attained in the work as 
here presented. 

These volumes contain a vast amount of useful and highly interesting 
matter, and may well serve as a nucleus for the formation of a more ex
extended and general masonic ·library of the Grand Lodge. This may be re
garded as a subject peculiarly entitled to the favorable consideration of the 
Grand Lodge, as by a small annual appropriation, we may, in a few years, 
be in possession of many rare and valuable works upon the history and 
progress of our order, which would be found of vast importance to those of 
our brethren who seek to become skillful and scientific masons. 

It is hoped, therefore, that the Grand Lodge will, at once, take some action 
upon this subject, and by a well directed effort, seek to lay the foundation 
of a Grand Lodge Lib1·ary, which shall be not only bonorable and useful to· 
themselves, but of incalculable value to the craft during a long succession of 
future ages. 

Respectfully submitted, 
C. B. SMITH, Grand Secreta?'Y· 

Report read and accepted. 

The following report was then submitted: 

The Committee on Returns of subordinate lodges have attended to the duty 
assigned them, and report: 

That the whole number of lodges, from which returns have been received 
at the present communication of the Grand Lodge, is forty, viz: 
Portland, Washington, Union, 
Ancient Land-Mark, Rising Virtue, Lincoln, 
United, Star in the East, Richmond, 
Oriental Star, Mosaic, Lygonia, 
Kennebec, Amity, Warren, 
Central, Mount Hope, King David's, 
Northern Star, Harmony, Penobscot, 
Hermon, Waterville, Meridian Splendor, 
St. George, Bethlehem, Saco, 
Aurora, 
King Solomon's, 
Solar, 
Felicity, 
Eastern, 

Somerset, 
Lafayette, 
Blazing Star, 
Orient, 

Phcenix, 
Unity, 
Maine, 
Tranquil, 

and that there are eighteen lodges from which there are no returns. 
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Your committee find the returns generally correct, but that in one or two 
instances the dates of initiations and of conferring degrees have been 
omitted. 

From the returns of the foregoing lodges, it appears that the number of 
members connected with the same is one thousand four hundred and two; 
and that tlle number of candidates initiated therein during the past year, is 
three hundred and twenty-two. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WILLIAM SOMERBY, } 
JOHN BALCH, Committee. 
HENRY H. BOODY, 

Report read and accepted. 

The proposition to amend the constitution of the Grand Lodge 
in relation to the place of its annual meetings, which was sub
mitted by Bro. Covell, and laid upon the table, was then called 
up and considered; and after due deliberation, the question, 
"Will the Grand Lodge enter-tain the proposition ? " was taken 
and decided in the negative; and thus the proposition was re
jected. 

The proposition submitted by Bro. Tallman, upon the same 
subject, which had also been laid upon the table, was then called 
np and considered, and the Grand Lodge, by vote, decided not to 
entertain this proposition ; and the same was accordingly re
jected. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence have once more the privilege 
of recognizing a benignant Providence in the onward progress of our time
honored institution, and of presenting the fraternal salutations of the numer
ous branches of the masonic family in correspondence with this Grand 
Lodge. 

Communications embracing the proceedings at the annual, semi-annual 
or quarterly meetings, have been received since our last annual communica
tion, from the Grand Lodges of New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, New York, :8ew Jersey, Ohio, Kentucky, Indiaua, Wisconsin, 
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, District of Col
umbia, Alabama, Tennessee, Iowa, Arkansas, Louisiana, Texas and Florida. 

DIFFICULTIES IN NEW YORK. 

In addition to the usual correspondence, there have been received an un
usual number of special communications in the form of letters, circulars 
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. statements and resolutions, growing out of the unhappy divisions in the fra
ternity in New York, to which allusion was made in the close of our last an
nual report, and which was referred to this committee for further notice at 
this meeting. Upon this unhappy controversy the present duty of the com
mittee is diminished by the action of tbis Grand Lodge at its meeting in 
January. Prior to that meeting, each body claiming to be the Grand Lodge 
of New York, had published its version of the controversy, and plead its 
own cause before the great tribunal of its choice-the masonic fraternity of 
the world. These appeals, thus fairly made, seemed to invite an early re
sponse, and promptly has it been given by a large number of the Grand 
Lodges. 

The decision of this Grand Lodge is embodied in the following report and 
resolutions, presented by a committee at the January meeting, and unani

mously adopted: [See Special Communication at close of this.] 

"The committee apointed to consider the difficulties that have arisen 
among the masonic fraternity in the State of New York, have attended to 
the duty so far as thei r limited time would allow, and ask leave to report by 
the accompanying resolutions. 

ALLEN HAINES, l 
JNO. C. HUMPHREYS, Committee. 
FREEMAN BRADFORD, 

''First. Re.~olved, That the Grand Lodge of Maine, in view of the unhappy 
schism, which has given rise to a plurality of Grand Lodges in t.he St.ate of 
New York, does most earnestly beseech their brethren in that jurisdiction to 
apply the excellent precepts inculcated in our ritual as the only sovereign 
remedy for all their exist ing difficulties. 

"Second. Resolved, That there can be but one legitimate Grand Lodge in 
each state; and that this Grand Lodge fully recognizes, as the only legiti
mate Grand Lodge of the State of New York, that of which M. W. John D. 
Willard is, at present, Grand Master, and R. W. Hobert R. Boyd, Grand 
Secretary. 

"Third. Resnlved, That the several subordinate lodges in this jurisdiction 
be instructed to refuse admission to all visitors from the State of New York, 
who do not fnrni~b tbe proper evidence of connection with the Grand Lodge 
reco~rn ized by the foregoing resolution. 

"The report was accepted by the Grand Lodge, and the resolutions unani
mously adopted. 

" Voted, That the Grand Secretary prepare a circular, embracin~r the action 
of the Gra11d Lodge in relation to a General Grand Lodge, and th e difficul
ties in New York; and that he transmit a copy ther~of to each Grand Lodge 
in correspondence with this Grand Lodge, and to each subordinate lodge in 
this state. 

C. B. SMITH, G1·and Secretary." 

Your committee deem it unnecessary to employ extensive argument to 
justify this decision, sustained as it is by the voice of every Grand Lodge 
whose action in the premises has been made known to us. A brief history 
of the controversy and the position of the parties, is all that is deemed 
necessary to a full vindication of tbe verdict so generally awarded by the 
Grand Lodges of the Union. The controversy arose, as stated in our last 
report, from a proposed amendment to the Constitution of the Grand Lodge, 
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which would deprive Past Masters of subordinate lodges, except the last 
who had passed the chair, of the privilege of voi.ing in the Grand Lodge, unless 
they were proxies or representatives of subordinate lodges. This proposi
tion bad been made in due form and had been adopted by a strong vote at 
one annual communication and published in its minutes and submitted to 
the subordinate lodges for their action, in accordance with a provision of 
the Constitution, which required that an amendment, in order to become a 
part of the Constitution, should either be approved by vote at two regular 
mePtings of the Grand Lodge, or else, after being once approved by vote in 
the Grand Lodge, it should receive the approval of a majority of subordinate 
lodges. It appears, from the representations of both parties, that after the 
amendments were proposed a vigorous opposition arose on the part of 
numerous Past Masters, anrl in some of the lodges in the city of New York 
and its vicinity, and this gave rise to active efforts of both parties to secure 
the action of the country lodges, in accordance with the wishes of each 
party. Public meetings were held, resolutions arlopted and circulars sent 
forth in all directions, designed to influence the dPcisirms of the several 
lodges in the state. At a quarterly meeti ng of the Gmnrl Lodge in March, 
1849, at which the Deputy Grand Master presided, a large number of the 
disaffected Past Masters were present, while only eil.(bteen of the subordi
nate lodges were represented, and those belonging to the city and its vicinity. 
At this meeting, a Past Deputy Grand Master introduced resolutions de
nouncing the proposed amendments as unconstitutional, at variance with 
the principles on which the Grand Lodge was founded and destructive of 
the rights of Past Masters, and pledgi ug the Grand Lodge to preserve the 
rights of Past Masters, as then existing, whatever might be the decision of 
the subordinate lodges on the proposed amendments. The Deputy Grand 
Master presiding declined to put the question on the resolution, on the 
ground that it was unconstitutional for the Grand Lodge to act at a quar
terly session on any measure which interested the craft generally. His 
decision was appealed from and overruled, and the resolution and preamble 
unan imously adopted. 

The proposed amendments were adopted by a majority of the lodges in 
the state, regardless of tbis action at the quarterly meeting, and the certifi
cates of these lodges adopting the amendments lodged with the Grand Sec
retary; and thus matters stood at the opening of the annual meeting on the 
evening of the first Tuesday in June, 1849. 

Before the usual hour for opening the Grand Lodge, a large body of the 
Past Masters and representatives of the city and Brooklyn, and the Staten 
I sland lodges, had taken possession of the front seats in the room in the 
Howard House, and before the representatives of distant lodges bad come 
in, more than two-thirds of the seats were thus occupied, so that it was im
possible for the country members generally, to hear what was passing in the 
neighborhood of the presiding officer. Before the Grand Master came in, or 
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about half past seven o'clock, in opposition to the protest of the Grand Junior 
Warden, a Past Deputy Grand Master from the city, encouraged by votes 
of those in the front seats, took the chair and declared the meeting opened, 
without the usual formll.lities of prayer by the Grand Chaplain, and directed 
the Grand Secretary to call the roll of mem hers. In this stage of the meet
ing the Grand Master arrived; the Past Deputy who had possession of the 
chair and gavel surrendered them to him, who then proceeded to open the 
Grand Lodge in the usual form, with prayer by the Grand Chaplain. The 
Grand Secretary in proceeding to call the roll of members, announced offi
cially to the (;rand Lodge thll.t the amendments to the Constitution in rela
tion to Past Masters, which had been adopted at a previous annual meeting 
of that body, had since received the affirmative votes of a majority of all the 
lodges under its jurisdiction, and thereby become a part of its Constitution. 
On calling the roll, it was ascertained that seventy-six of the subordinate 
lodges were represented. 

The Grand Master then rose to make his annual report, as required to do, 
when he was interrupted by cries and yells of those seated near him, so that 
it was impossible for him to proceed. Some one in this confusion called for 
the reading of the ulinutes of th e quarterly session in March, and also of 
the last quarterly session of the Grand Steward's Lodge. This call was then 
joined in by those interrupting the Grand Master, but was declared out of 
order at that time, as he had risen to deliver his annual address. These 
calls were persisted in in the face of the decision of the chair, and the noise 
and disorderly conduct were persisted in, regardless of the sound of the 
gavel, the calls of order, and the reading of the rules of order. Not being 
able to quell the disorder, the Grand Master at length called to him one of 
the Past Grand Officers who had taken part in the disturbance, and inquired 
whe tber, if the minutes called for should be tirst read, he would engage that 
the question on approving them should be offered and taken in the usual 
form, and that then the Grand Master should be listened to in silence. On 
receiving an affirmative answer, the Grand Master then said he would over-_ 
look the gross insult offered to himself and the Grand Lodge, and permit the 
minutes to be read; and they were read by the Grand Secretary. 

One of those who had taken part in the disturbance then moved that those 
proceedings should be approved and confirmed, but subsequently was pre
vailed upon to withdraw the proposition to confirm the procedings, and the 
other part of I he motion was adopted without opposition. 

'l'he Grand Master then proceeded to give his address, reporting the con
dition, progress and work of the order under his administration, during the 
year. One part of the proceedings of the year was the action in relation to 
the aforesaid amendments which had been adopted at the previous annual 
meeting, and wbich he stated had been adopted by fifty-six of the ninety
nine warranted lodges of this state, forty-nine of which had adopted them 
by unanimous vote, while only three lodges had returned a negative vote. 
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He stated also that undoubted Information unofficially had reached him, 
that some other lodges bad voted in favor of the amendments, and that a 
majority of the lodges working under dispensations had also voted in favor 
of the amendments; and although their votes were not counted, they were 
important as showing the sentiment of the new branches of the order. He 
stated that in these amendments the provisions of the Constitution had been 
strictly complied with, and that they were now a part of the Constitution, 
and as such were. binding on the Grand Lodge and the whole fraternity of 
the state. 

He expressed his opinion that this amendment was proper, just and ex
pedient, and calculated to act beneficially in every part of the state, and in 
every portion of the fraternity; at the same time he disclaimed all disrespect 
to any one Past Master, and paid them a high compliment as a class occu
pying an elevated position as men and masons, justly enjoy ing the respect 
and confidence of their brethren. He ad mitted their right to resort to all 
con~titutional means to defeat the amendment, while the discussion was pend
ing; but as they did not succeed, and as it had become a part of the consti
tution, all good masons would now submit to it till it should be changed by 
a constitutional mode. After various conciliatory remarks and suggestions, 
the Grand Master concluded by saying, "My brethren, we are about to enter 
on the discharge of important duties. Let us discharge those duties in a 
spirit of kindness and Nmciliation. And I pray the Supreme Architect of 
the Universe that harmony and brotherly love may prevail, and every moral 
and social virtue cement us." 

After the close of the address, a Past Grand Officer, then temporarily OC· 

oupying the chair of Junior Grand Warden, inquired if he correctly under
stood the Grand Master as saying that the amendment to the Constitution 
alluded to was now binding on the Grand Lodge; and being answered in 
the affirmative, hE! said in a loud tone, " Then I pronounce that the Grand 
Lodge of the State of New York is dissolved;"* and although called to order 
by the Grand Master, he then called on those opposed to the amendment to 
assist in organizing a Grand Lodge. He nominated William Willis as 
chairman, put the motion and declared him elected. The said Willis tben 
took a position near the Grand Master (who labored in vain to preserve 
order, and whose voice was imm ediately drowned by hideous noises when 
he attempted to speak), and in this confusion he, with his associates, went 
throagh the form of electing Isaac Phillips and others by hand vote as Grand 
Officers. Of the seventy-five lodg<>s represented in the room, only the repre
sentatives, or Past Masters, of some twenty-six or twenty-seven lodges 
took part in these proceedings. One only of the officers of the Grand 
Lodge was elected in this new organization, viz: John Horspool , the Grand 

•This language is reported with some variation by the conflicting parties. The sub
stance is essentially the same. 
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Treasurer. During this scene of confusion, the Grand Master retained the 
oriental chair and the gavel and jewel of his office. The other Grand Offi
cers also, who were present at the opening, retained their places and appro
priate regalia; and after the chairman thus elected had left, with a portion 
of the seceders, one of the Grand Officers moved an adjournment to the 
same house at nine o'clock the next morning; which motion was put by the 
Grand .\faster and carried. 

On assembli ng at the hour of adjournment and calling the roll, thirty-nine 
lodges were present by their Maste~ and Wardens, or their appointed 
proxies-ten lodges being sufficient for the transaction of business. It was 
then ascertained that the keeper of the Howard House had let the hall to 
the seced ing body for the year and surrendered the keys to an officer or 
agent of that body. The lodge then opened in due form, and after provid
ing for a place of meeting for the session, adjourned to a later hour of the 
same day. 

The Grand Lodge met in the afternoon as per adjournment at the Colise
um, when sixty lodges were represented, and it continued its sessions by 
regular adjournments till Jane llLb, when, its work being finished, it was 
closed in the usual form. 

During the session, John D. Willard was re-elected Grand Master, Wil
liam I-I. Milnor, Deputy Grand Master, Ezra S. Barnum aud Nelson Randal, 
Grand Wardens, Robert R. Boyd was re-elected Grand Secretary, and 
Gerardus Boyce, Grand Treasurer. 

These officers being located in the state, agreeable to the Articles of 
Union, were installed on the fourth day of the session, except the Grand 
Master, who had been previously installed. 

On the second day of the session, John Horspool, the Grand Treasurer, by 
resolution of the Grand Lodge, was notified that the Grand Lodge had 
removed to the Coliseum, 450 Broadway, and that he was required to attend 
the Grand Lodge at that place the next morning at ten o'clock, and bring 
with him the funds and other property belonging to the lodge. Having been 
duly notified and refusing to obey the summons, and refusing to deliver up 
the funds and property in his possession, he was expelled from the frater
nity by vote of the Grand Lodge. The five highest Grand Officers were 
authorized, in their discretion, to take legal means for the recovery of the 
pro petty of the Grand Lodge, which was then or might be afterwards wrong
fully withheld. 

It is also asserted that at an early stage of the excitement ariRing in con
nection with the secession or revolution above described, a box marked 
R. H. Boyd, belonging to the Grand Secretary, containing some two thou
sand dollars of money belonging to the Grand Lodge, most of which bad 
that day been received from subordinate lodges, also containing money and 
other private property of R. R. Boyd, was forcibly seized and retained in 
the possession of the seceders. It seems that the Grand Secretary, fore-
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seeing that the disorder might be carried to extremes, placed this box in 
the hands of a brother to be carried and lodged in the Grand Secreta ry's 
office for safe keeping, and that it was wrested from the bearer by violence 
and afterwards came into the possession of the officers of the new organiza
tion. At the same time others seized upon important papers, the book of 
minutes, lodge book, cash book and ledger, which the R. W. Robert R. 
Boyd bad on his table at the Grand Secretary's desk. Not content with 
this, others of tbe seceders got possession of the Grand Secretary's office, 
although it bad been left locked by the Grand Secretary, who still had the 
key in his pocket. Here they took possession of the Grand Lodge library, 
records and other valuable papers. All these articles, the property of the 
Grand Lodge, were thus held by the party concerned in forming the new or
ganization. Having got possession of these materials and gone through the 
ceremony of electing Grand Officers by hand vote as before stated, the 
seceders adjourned till the next evening at eight o'clock, and in the mean
time secured the lease of the hall in the Howard Honse, and the closing of 
it against the legitimate Grand Lodge, and also fastened the door of the 
Grand Secretary's office with chain and a padlock. On Wednesday evening 
the seceders assembled at eight o'clock, and after opening it was announced 
that in accordance with instructions of the Grand Master elect, the M. W. 
Past Grand Masters Daniel B. Bruen and Ira Merchant, of the Grand Lodge 
of New Jersey, had been invited, and engaged to be present to assist in the 
installation of the Grand Officers elect. This announcement was made by 
W. Bro. Tisdall, a representative of the Grand Lodge of N ew J ersey, who 
took the occasion to congratulate the Grand Master, and extend to him the 
right hand of fellowship of that state. 

These Past Grand Masters from New Jersey were introduced with the 
honors due to their rank, and participated in the installation of the officers. 
During the evening, the M. W. Past Grand Master Earle, of the State of 
New Jersey, was announced, and received with the honors of his rank. 
These Past Grand Masters of New Jersey, on receiving a vote of thanks 
from the Grand Lodge for their assistance in the installation of the officers, 
theW. Ira Merchant responded in behalf of his brethren, and "pledg ed the 
support of the Grand Lodge of N ew J ersey in maintaining the hon01·ab le 
career of the Grand Lodge of N ew York." 

The Grand Officers thus elected and installed in the seceding body, wertl 
R. W. ISAAC PHILLIPS, M. W. G. M. ' 

JOSEPH CUYLER, D. G. M. 
THOMAS D. JAMES, S. G. W. 
DAVID BOOTH, J. G. W. 
JAMES HERRING, G. Sec. 
JOHN HORSPOOL, G. Treas. 

At this meeting a resolution ;was adopted," directing the Grand Secretary, 
James Herring, to demand and receive from the late Grand Secretary, R. R. 
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Boyd, and from all others, late officers, or persons of the Grand Lodge, all 
property, effects and papers belonging to the Grand Lodge." The meeting 
was adjourned to Thursday evening, when 'after receiving various reports, 
and transacting other business, the body closed its session. 

The legitimate Grand ~odge, which, after the first evening, held its ses
sions in the Coliseum, by adjournment, till the 11th of June, in the course of 
its proceedings, after summoning several of the leaders and participators in 
these disorderly proceedings, to appear before them, in order to defend or 
justify their conduct, proceeded to expel some of them from the privileges 
of Masonry. Among these were Isaac Phillips, William Willis, James 
Herring, John Horspool, Joseph Cuyler and. Fitzgerald Tisdall. The case 
of several others whose expulsion was recommended by a Committee of In
vestigation, was referred to the Grand Steward's Lodge till the uext quar
terly meeting. 

Such is a brief history of the unhappy controversy which convulsed the 
masonic fraternity in the Empire State at its last annual communication, 
and which has been proclaimed substantially by both parties in their appeals 
to the Grand Lodges of the world. While the facts in the case disclose the 
painful truth that the frail ties of our common nature still exist among those 
who have vowed allegiance to the noblest principles, and who have been 
clothed with the honors of our order and have shared the fraternal confi
dence of brethren, the final issue we trust will also show that there is in the 
order firmness of principle, and a moral force capable of breasting the tide 
of human passion, and a Divine Providence overshadowing this order, whose 
wisdom can bring good out of evil, and give through trials and conflicts a 
salutary discipline. It is well that both parties in this conflict have given 
their own version of the facts, and that each has argued its case with 
ability before a tribunal sufficiently extended and unaffected by local preju
dices and prepossessions, so that a final verdict can be given without need
Jess delay, anci one which we will hope may be worthy of the cause and just to 
the parties. It is to be regretted that on either party there should be the use 
of language, and tbe manifestation of temper so far at variance with the 
"chm·ity th•1t never faileth," as we find in some of the documents issued by 
the seceding body, and under t.he beautiful seal of the Grand Looge, and 
especially as such a spirit is contagious and is apt to be exhibited in reply. 
One important result of this controversy is the calling forth of a legal 
opinion from Chancellor Walworth, which is a document of great value, 
containing as it does a lucid historical statement of the transactions reviewed, 
a full investigation of the claim of the seceding members, based upon the 
supposed inherent rights of Past Masters, whether derived from ancient usage, 
or the original charter of the Grand Lodge of New York, or the compact of 
1827. 

These researches into the ancient constitutions and usages of Masonry, 
and of the constitution or charter of the Grand Lodge of New York, will 
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possess a permanent value to the fraternity at large, and the decision to 
which he comes with the reasonings and facts on which it is based, must go 
far to convince all unprejudiced minds of the justice of the verdict which 
this and other Grand Lodges have rendered, sustaining as they do that body 
of which M. W. J ohn D. Willard is the Grand Master and R. W. Hobert R. 
Boyd, the Grand Secretary, as the legitimate and only Grand Lodge of Free 
and Accepted Masons in the State of New York. The committee would 
here leave this painful part of their duty, adopting most cordially the lan
guage of the resolutions appended to an able report adopted by the Grand 
Lodge of Massachusetts, and say with our brethren there, "We do most 
earnestly and affectionately call upon every individual brother in our sister 
state, whatever may be his present opinions, to discard all prejudices, all 
bitterness of feeling and by God's aid to seek the truth, and especially to 
follow out the things that make for peace, remembering that as w~ are all 
members of one body, if one member suffer all the members suffer with it." 

* * * "Resolved, That this Grand Lodge do sincerely hope that the 
brethren whose acts we feel compelled to condemn, will, after dispassionate 
consideration of the evils which must result to the craft generally from the 
present state of Masonry in New York, be induced to adopt such a course 
as may lead to a restoration of order and harmony among the fraternity." 

GRAND LODGE CERTIFICATES. 

Another matter submitted to this committee, of some importance, is con
tained in a circular from the St. John's Lodge, Newark, N.J., and which is 
based upon the previous and repeated requests of the Grand Lodge of New 
York, th at no Grand Lodge or subordinate lodges in other states, would 
admit visiting brethren from that state unless they could present Grand 
Lodge certificates that they belonged to a subordinate lodge in fellowship 
with the Grand Lodge of that state. It is obvious that if caution in admit
ting visiting brethren hailing from New York was necessary prior to the 
recent painful conflict, th ere is surely not less need of caution now, since 
there are two bodies now claiming to be the legitimate Grand Lodges of the 
state, beside the so-called St. John's Grand Lodge. Such caution is fully rec
ommended to the subordinates of this Grand Lodge in the resolutions of this 
body adopted at tbe January communication and sent to all the lodges, and 
is now repeated in this report. At tbe same time, with our brethren in Nt:w 
Jersey, we do not at present feel called upon to recommend a rigid adoption 
of a definite and particular method of proving visiting brethren from a par
ticular state and locality in the form of Grand Lodge certificates. We 
believe there are objections to such a course, and the present aLtitude of the 
two bodies in New York fairly illustrated one of them. Here are two nom
inal Grand Lodges, each claiming to be legitimate, and, unfortunately for 
visiting brethren, the seal of tbe Grand Lodge which ought to be affixed to 



1850.] Grand Lodge of Maine. 129 

the certificates is in the hands of the body, which by our resolutions we dis
own and repudiate as a Grand Lodge. Without multiplying words on the 
question, or dictating to other bodies the course of duty, your committee 
recommend the exercise of all that caution which obligations of our order 
enjoin in the admission of visiting brethren, and with a knowledge of the, 
existing difficulties in New York we may reasonably demand of brethren 
who hail from that state, satisfactory evidence that they are in fellowship 
with the subordinates of the legitimate Grand Lodge. As allusion bas been 
made to the St. John's Grand Lodge in New York, and as it was the exis
tence and irregular action of this body that furnished a prominent occasion 
for the adoption of Grand Lodge certificates, it seems due to the Grand 
Lodge and its subordinates that a brief history of this irregular body should 
be recorded. It seems that in the month of June, 1837, York Lodge, No. 
367, and Silentia Lodge, both subordinates of the Grand Lodge of New York, 
resolved to celebrate the anniversary of Rt. John the Baptist on the 24th of 
June, by a public procession. Benevolent Lodge and brethren from o~her 
lodges subsequently united with them. Having some doubts whether they 
had a right to form a public procession without a dispensation from the 
Grand Master, a sub-committee was directed to call on the Grand Secretary 
and inquire whether there were any constitutional objections to such a pro
cession, of which they were not Informed-the Grand Secretary replied that 
"he knew of none, they had the constitution and could read for themselves, 
and govern themselves accordingly." The lodges proceeded with their 
arrangements till the 24th of June, when a prohibition of the Deputy Grand 
Master was served on York Lodge and Benevolent Lodge, and the Deputy 
Grand Master and Grand Secretary were personally present on that day to 
prevent the procession. But these lodges and the brethren associated with 
them went forward with the procession, regardless of the prohibition and 
the efforts of the Grand Officers above named. In consequence of this, a 
charge was preferred against York Lodge before the Grand Lodge, "For 
creating a disturbance and confusion among the fraternity, subversive of 
the principles of the order and injurious to its prosperity and character, by 
a violation of duty to the Grand Lodge." This charge was sustained by five 
specifications thus stated-" Resolving to hold a public procession without 
authority; publishing this intention in the newspapers; inviting othet 
lodges and brethren to unite with them; holding the procession in defiance 
of repeated decisions of the Grand Lodge, in violation of the rules of the 
Grand Lodge and in violation of the prohibition of the Deputy Grand Mas
ter." Similar charges were also preferred against several brothers who had 
tsken a leading part in the celebration. At the meeting of the Grand Lodge 
at which these charges were preferred, the case was referred by decision 
of the chair, after several counts of votes, to the Grand Steward's 
Lodge. The Grand Steward's Lodge proceeded to expel Bros. H. C. At
wood, William F. Piatt and all the officers and members of York Lodge. 

9 
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The expelled brethren appealed to the Grand Lodge, denying the right of the 
Grand Steward's Lodge to expel them, and denying the correctness of the 
decision of the Grand Master in regard to the vote by which their case was 
thus referred, and in this appeal they were sustained by the certificate of Bro. 
'I:homas S. Brady, then an alderman of the city of New York. The appeal 
' to. the Grand· Lodge, after various objections to the course of the Grand 
Lodge and the decision of the Grand Steward's Lodge in the premises, re· 
suited in the confirmation of the records and the expulsion of the York 
J,:.odge and the offending members associated with them in the celebration. 

On the 11th of September, 1837, these expelled members, in connection 
with others, proceeded to form themselves into a body which they called the 
"St. John's Grand Lodge of the State of New York," and as such they ask to 
be received and recognized by the fraternity as a part of the masonic family. 
Your committee fully concur in the language of the able report adopted by 
the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia, in November, 1848, after a full 
and critical review of the whole affair. "The committee are compelled to 
report, that this Grand Lodge cannot recognize St. John's Graud Lodge as a 
legally constituted Grand Lodge, nor any of the lodges or masons under its 
jurisdiction, as brethren worthy to receive from us the rights and benefits of 
.masonry." 

In conclusion of this topic we may again urge upon our subordinate lodges 
'the utmost care in the admission of visiting brethren from the State of New 
York, and as three distinct bodies claim to be Grand Lodges of that state, 
·we have a right to require satisfactory evidence that the applicant for ad
·mission is in regular standing within the jurisdiction of the one of which 
M. W. John D. Willard is the present Grand Master, and R. W. Robert R. 
Boyd, Grand Secretary. 

DIFFICULTIES IN LOUISIANA. 

In relation to the difficulties in Louisiana, the committee have chosen to de
. lay any decision till the last moment, in the hope that we might be able to 
report an amicable reconciliation of the two bodies claimi11g jurisdiction as 
Grand Lodges. Intimations have come to us which encourage this hope, 

· b~t nothing official has reached us on which we can base a decision in ac
cordance with this hope. 

Since the. last year's report we have no communication from the old Grand 
Lodge of Louisiana. From the new Grand Lodge we have a very able re· 
port of a committee, signed by W. H. Howard, as Grand Secretary of said 
Grand J,:.odge. This report is ably drawn up, and in a spirit and temper 
which does justice to its authors and the principles of Masonry. It is a tem.
perate review ·of the action of several Gran~ Lodges in rela~ion to the di
visions .in thl;\t .s~ate. and a more full and complete exhibition of the alleged 
innovation!!, and irregul,a:rities of the old Grand Lodg!l, which gave rise to 
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the formation of the new one. It contains also a defence of the action of 
the Grand Lodge of Mississippi in assuming jurisdiction in that state. This 
defence goes far to show that Mississippi did not act hastily or rashly in 
assuming jurisdiction. They were appealed to by aggrieved brethren in 
Louisiana, in 1845, on the 23d of January. The Grand Lodge then appoint,.. 
ed a committee to confer with the Grand Lodge of Mississippi on the alleged 
abuses, and the said committee went to New Orleans for that purpose, and 
made their report soon after. In 1846, the subject was again brought up in 
the Grand Lodge of Mississippi, on motion to take up the report of said com
mittee, which report is as follows: 

The committee to whom was referred the controversy between the An· 
cient York Masons of the State of Louisiana on the one side, and the Scotch 
and French Masons of said state on the other, have duly considered the sub
ject, and beg leave to report the following resolutions : 

1. R esolved, That no Grand Lodge of Scotch and French, or Modern 
Masonry can assume jurisdiction over any Ancient York Mason, or body of 
such. 

2. Resolved, That it is not consistent with Ancient York Masonry, to 
unite with Scotch and Modern Masonry, or either of them, in the formation 
of a lodge, Grand or subordinate. 

3. Resolved, That there is no Grand Lodge of Ancient York Masons 
within the limits of the State of Louisiana. 

4. Resolved, That this Grand Lodge has the power, and it is its duty 
on proper application, to issue dispensations and charters to bodies of Ancient 
York Masons within the limits of the State of Louisiana, until a constitution 
of a Grand Lodge within that state. 

5. Resolved, That we entertain the highest opinion of the distinguished 
body known as the Grand Lodge of Louisiana, and are willing to contribute 
as much as possible, consistent with our obligations, to aid and protect 
Ancient York Masons, wheresoeTer dispersed, and to maintain our order 
pure and unmingled, to preserve friendly relations with that honorable body. 

6. R esolved, 'J'hat under no possible circumstances would this Grand 
Lodge assume jurisdiction over a Scotch or Modern Mason, or body of such, 
such assumption being alike inconsistent with their rights and our prin
ciples. 

DUDLEY S. JENNINGS, l 
R. N. DOWNING, Committee. 
J. J. DOTY1 

At the same time there was presented the following minority report: 

The undersigned, a member of the committee to whom was referred so 
much of the address of the M. W. Grand Master, as relates to the M. W. 
Grand Lodge of Louisiana, and also the verbal report of the committee ap
pointed to visit that M. W. body, begs leave to state by way of minority re
port: That the M. W. Grand Lodge of the State of Louisiana was organized 
exclusively after the Ancient York Rite, and so remained for a number of 
years, until it accumulated the Scotch and Freucb rites. Said Grand Lodge 
Is constituted by the free and voluntary meetings of the subordinate lodges 
of the state, representedfo·r life by the Master of each lodge, who bas pre
sided over his lodge for one year, and temporarily by the Senior and Jnnior 
Wardens. According to the information now before the undersigned, there 
are now in active operation fourteen lodges working in the Ancient York. 
Rite; four in the Scotch Rite, accumulating the York and Modern Rite, and 
two in the Modern Rite, accumulating the Scotch and York Rite. 
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The undersigned would further respectfully submit, that no one of the 
fourteen lodges above named, (as the undersigned believes,) has made any 
official complaint to this body of any improper or unmasonic conduct on the 
part of the M. W. Grand Lodge of Louisiana. Tbe undersigned is aware of 
tbe fact that St. Albans Lodge, No. 28, Louisiana., did, on the 9th July last, 
issue a circular, addressed to the York lodges in that state, requesting them 
to meet in convention and form a Grand Lodge of York Masons. Tbe nn
dersigned has yet to learn that more than one otber lodge of the State of 
Louisiana accepted or acted on the proposition of the said St. Albans Lodge. 
The undersigned would further represent that the M. W. Grand Lodge of 
Louisiana was constituted exclusively in the York Rite, that it is still a 
York Grand Lodge, accumulating the Scotch and Modern Hite; that it 
grants charters authoriz ing masonic work and labor in the York Rite exclu
sively, and that it also grants charters authorizing work in either the Scotch 
or French Rite, but invariably requires, in the latter cases, that the York 
Rite shall always be communicated upon the candidate for the degrees in 
the latter lodges. All the masons of Louisiana are thus strictly Ancient 
York, though many of them possess a lso the French and Scotch Rite. 
These rites obtain generally throughout the world, and any reflection upon 
the organization of the M. W. Grand Lodge of Louisiana would equally re
flect upon the conduct and proceedings of tbe Supreme Bodies of Masonry 
in France, Scotland and other nations, where these rites are peculiarly es
teemed. The undersigned would respectfully submit that this Grand Lodge 
do respectfully and fraternally remonstrate wltb the M. W. Grand Lodge of 
Louisiana upon its tolerance of the use by its subordinate lodges of"'**"'***, 
*****,or their PECULIAR CHARTs. Tbe following resolutions are submitted: 

1. Resolved, That this Grand Lodge finds uothing in tbe proceedings of 
theM. W. Grand Lodge of Louisiana, which demands a termination of the 
masonic relations heretofore existing between them. 

2. Resolved, That this Grand Lodge would not, (at least under present 
circumstances, ) feel itself justified in granting dispensations or charters to 
any body of masons in the State of Louisiana. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 
H. W. WALTER. 

On the seventeenth day of the same month, the subject was again brought 
up, and a second minority report was presented as follows: 

The undersigned, one of the select committee appointed to take into con
sideration the matter of the verbal reports of the delegates to the Grand 
Lodge of Louisiana, and also the complaints of a body of Ancient York 
Masons in that State, and differiug from the other members of the committee, 
begs leave to report separately, to the consideration of this Grand Lodge, 
the following resolutions as embody ing his views upon the subject: 

1. Resolved, That in view of the relations that have subsisted and do now 
exist, between this Grand Lodge and the M. W. Grand Lodge of Louisiana, 
and the recognition by tbis Grand Lodge of that as a Grand Masonic Body, 
it is not deerued proper or expedient at this time, to grant charters or dis
pensations to any body of masons, residing within the jurisdiction of the 
said Grand Lodge of Louisiana. 

2. Resolved, That the practice of conferring degrees by the Grand Officers 
of the said Grand Lodge, and the subordinate lodges under its jurisdiction, 
by means of ****"'** charts used in said lodge, is contrary to a correct and 
indispensable usage and custom of masonry, aud directly subversive of the 
distinguishing character of our order, aud if persisted in, will necessarily 
eventuate in a dissolution of the friendly masonic relations subsisting be
tween us. 

3. Resolved, That in the opinion of this lodge, the mingling of different 
rites as practiced under the authority of the Grand Lodge of Louisiana, ought, 
properly, to be abandoned. 
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The undersigned would further respectfully submit, that no one of the 
fourteen lodges above named, (as the undersigned believes,) has made any 
official complaint to this body of any improper or unmasonic conduct on the 
part of the M. W. Grand Lodge of Louisiana. The undersigned is aware of 
the fact that St. Albans Lodge, No. 28, Louisiana, did, on the !lth July last, 
Issue a circular, addressed to the York lodges in that state, requesting them 
to meet in convention and form a Grand Lodge of York Masons. The un
dersigned has yet to learn that more than one other lodge of the State of 
Louisiana accepted or acted on the proposition of the said St. Albans Lodge. 
The undersigned would further represent that the M. W. Grand Lodge of 
Louisiana was constituted exclusively in the York Rite, that it is still a 
York Grand Lodge, accumulating the Scotch and Modern lUte; that it 
grants charters authorizing masonic work and labor in the York Rite exclu
sively, and that it also grants charters authorizing work in either the Scotch 
or French Rite, but invariably req uires, in the latter cases, that the York 
Rite shall always be communicated upon the candidate for the degrees in 
the latter lodges. All the masons of Louisiana are thus strictly Ancient 
York, though many of them possess also the Frencll and Scotch Rite. 
These rites obtain generally throughout the world, and any reflection upon 
the organization of the M. W. Grand Lodge of Louisiana would equally re
flect upon the conduct and proceedings of the Supreme Bod ies of Masonry 
in France, Scotland and other nations, where these rites are peculiarly es
teemed. The undersigned would respectfully submit that this Grand Lodge 
do respectfully and fraternally remonstrate with tbe M. W. Grand Lodge of 
Louisiana upon its tolerance of the use by its subordinate lodges of *******, 
*****,or their PECULIAR CHARTS. Tbe following resolutions am submitted: 

1. Resolved, That this Grand Lodge finds nothing in the proceedings of 
theM. W. Grand Lodge of Louisiana, which demands a termination of the 
masonic relations heretofore existing between them. 

2. Resolved, That this Grand Lodge would not, (at least under present 
circumstances,) feel itself justified in granting dispensations or charters to 
any body of masons in the State of Louisiana. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 
H. W. WALTER. 

On the seventeenth day of the same month, the subject was again brought 
up, and a second minority report was presented as follows: 

The undersigned, one of the select committee appointed to take into con
sideration the matter of the verbal reports of the delegates to the Grand 
Lodge of Louisiana, and also the complaints of a body of Ancient York 
Masons in that State, and differing from the other members of the committee, 
begs leave to report separately, to the consideration of this Grand Lodge, 
the following resolutions as embodying his views upon the subject: 

1. Resolved, That in view of the relations that have subsisted and do now 
exist, between this Grand Lodge and the M. W. Grand Lodge of Louisiana, 
and the recognition by this Grand Lodge of that as a Grand Masonic Body, 
it is not deemed proper or expedient at this time, to grant ch~trters or dis
pensations to any body of masons, residing within the jurisdiction of the 
said Grand Lodge of Louisiana. 

2. Resolved, That the practice of conferring degrees by the Grand Officers 
of the said Grand Lodge, and the subordinate lodges under its jurisdiction, 
by means of ****"'** charts used in said lodge, is contrary to a correct and 
indispensable usage and custom of masonry, and directly subversive of the 
distinguishing character of our order, and if persisted in, will necessa rily 
eventuate in a dissolution of the friendly masonic relations subsisting be
tween us. 

3. Resolved, That in the opinion of this lodge, the mingling of different 
rites as practiced under the authority of the Grand Lodge of Louisiana, ought, 
properly, to be abandoned. 
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4. Resolved, That this Grand Lodge do most affectionately and fraternal
ly urge upon the consideration of our sister Grand Lodge of Louisiana, that 
by conciliation and compromise, they reconcile the difficulties which have 
arisen, and now exist, between said Grand Lodge and some brethren, An
cient York Masons in that state. 

5. Resolved, That the M. W. Grand Master enter into a correspondence 
with the Grand Lodge of Louisiana, or with its officers, expressing to them 
the views of this Grand Lodge in regard to the grievances complained of, 
and call their immediate attention and consideration to the subject. 

Respectfully submitted, 
GEORGE A. WILSON. 

This was received, anii, on motion, the following resolution adopted: 

Res'llved, That the various reports and documents upon the subject of 
Masonry in Louisiana, in possession of this Grand Lodge, be referred to the 
M. W. Grand Master, who is requested to entP.r into correspondence with 
the Grand Officers of theM. W. Grand Lodge of Louisiana, expressing to them 
the views of this Grand Lodge in regard to the grievances complained of, 
and urge the correction of them to the immediate attention and consideration 
of the Grand Lodge of Louisiana. 

The subject came up again on the 16th of February, 1847, at the annual 
communication, and all documents relating to masonry in Louisiana were 
referred to a select committee of seven. On tlle day following, the seventeenth 
of February, petitions were presented to the Grand Lodge of Mississippi 
for a new lodge at New Orleans, to be known as George Washington, and 
one at Lafayette, to be styled Lafayette Lodge. 

The special committee subsequently reported as follows: 

Whe1·eas, In the opinion of this Grand Lodge, each distinctive rite pro
duces different powers which govern it, and is independent of all others: 
and, whereas, no Grand Lodge of Scotch, .French or cumulative rites can le
gally assume jurisdiction over any Ancient York Lodge: 

Therefore, Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of Louisiana being composed 
of a cumulation of rites, cannot be recognized by this Grand Lodge as a 
Grand Lodge of Ancient York Masons. 

Resolved, That this Grand Lodge will grant dispensations and charters to 
any legal number of Ancient York Masons, residing within the State of 
Louisiana, they making due application for the same. 

B. s. TAPPAN, 
w. COOPER, 
SAMUEL B. MALONE, 
IRA s. MITCHELL, 
A. HuTCIJINSON, 
CHAS. A. LACOSTE, 
UHAS. J. SEARLES, 

Committee. 

The report and resolutions were adopted, and the Grand Secretary was 
ordered to issue dispensations to the above named lodges. It is thus claimed 
by the committee of the new Grand Lodge that Mississippi acted with due 
deliberation and in good faith; and, in view of existing facts, in accordance' 
with masonic courtesy and duty. 

This review of Masonry in Louisiana, from which we have thus noticed,_ 
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does seem adapted to increase the conviction that some action was really 
needed in that jurisdiction, and to render it probable that the action of Mis· 
sissippi, in view of all the facts, was justifiable, and may tend to secure final 
harmony and prosperity in that state. This view has been taken by some 
of the Grand Lodges which have most recently acted upon this subject. 
Such was the action of the Grand Lodge of Vermont in January last. She 
sustains Missisippi and recognizes the New Grand Lodge in Louisiana, and 
suspends masonic intercourse with the old; but at the same time expressing 
the hope that a union will be effected on the basis of Ancient York Masonry ; 
and they adopt a contingent resolution, authorizing the Grand Master. to 
resume correspondence with the old Grand Lodge in case such a union 
should be effected. 

Your committee do not desire to commit this Grand Lodge to this line of 
action at this time, and they would now recommend the adoption of the fol
lowing resolutions: 

1. Resolved, As the sense of this lodge, that the interests of MasoNry 
require a speedy adjustment of the difficulties in Louisiana. 

2. Resolved, That with oar present light on the question, it is incumbent 
on the old Grand Lodge to recede from its position in the matters com
plained of as departures from the ancient landmarks and established usages 
of the order, and conform to the time-honored usages which goTern the fra
ternity throughout the world. 

3. Resolved, That a union of the two Grand Lodges on this basis would 
be a matter of devout thankfulness, and be hailed as such throughout the 
lodges of this country. 

4. Resolved, That in case the old Grand Lodge refuse this concession to 
the body of York Masons in that state, and to the general voice of the 
Grand Lodges of this country, it will be the duty of this Grand Lodge at no 
distant period to suspend correspondence with that body, and to recognize 
the new Grand Lodge of that state. 

GENERAL GRAND LODGE. 

The subject of a General Grand Lodge still receives the favorable notice 
of many of the Grand Lodges of the Union. The unhappy divisions in New 
York, as well as the difficulties in Louisiana, serve to urge the importance 
of such an organization, and it is probable that the experiment will be fairly 
tried. Circulars having been received prior to the special communication of 
this Grand Lodge in January, measures were adopted to secure the repre
sentation of this Grand Lodge in a. proposed convention, as will be seen by 
by the following extract : 

GRAND LODGE OF MAINE. 
At a special communication of the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine, holden 

at Masons' Hall, in Portland, on the twenty-second day of January, 1850 : 
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The Grand Secretary laid upon the table circulars received from tbe Grand 
Lodges of Maryland, the District of Columbia and Rhode Island, in relation 
to the formation of a General Grand Lodge of the United States; which 
were referred to R. W. Brothers F. Bradford, D H. Mitchell, and George 
Small, who, having duly considered the subject matter thereof, subsequently 
reported by resolutions, as follows: 

1. R esolved, That in the opinion of this Grand Lodge, it is expedient to 
establish a Grand Lodge of the United States, under wholesome regulations. 

2. Resolved, That the most convenient place for the location of such 
Grand Lodge, is the city of Washington, in the District of Columbia. 

3. Resolved, That this Grand Lodge proceed to elect, by ballot, one dele
gate to represent her in the convention, which is to assemble in Washington 
on the first Wednesday in May next, for the purpose of forming a Constitu
tion for a Grand Lodge of the United States; and that his expenses be paid 
by this Grand Lodge. 

The report of the committee was accepted, and the resolutions, after being 
duly considered, were adopted unanimously. 

The Grand Lodge then proceeded to the choice of a delegate, in accord
ance with the third resolution, and theM. W. Joseph C. Stevens, G. M., was 
duly elected. 

We have thus answered that Maine will be fairly represented in the pro
posed convention, which was to assemble the present week, and we are 
happy to know that our Most Worshipful Grand Master has so good an ex
cuse for his absence on this occasion. 

In reviewing at so great length the difficulties existing in the order in two 
of our sister Grand Lodges, the committee feel that they are hardly war
ranted in giving that space or attention to the healthy and progressive action 
of the masonic Institution, and the fruitful labors of the craft throughout 
the world. In our own country, your committee are impressed with the eYi· 
dence of growth and prosperity which are everywhere apparent, with the 
exception of the jurisdictions of New York and Louisiana. 

Perhaps it may be asserted that the trials in those states, painful as they 
have been to all good and true masons throughout the union, may be at this 
moment contributing largely to the substantial and permanent prosperity of 
the order. Certain it is they tend powerfully to bring out and render ap
parent the moral strength and sentiment of the great b0dy of our Grand 
Lodges, and leading to a careful scrutiny of all the usages now prevailing, 
and to an earnest inquiry after the old paths and the ancient landmarks, 
and to endeavor to correct whatever may need correction. Thus may it ever 
prove that trials and offences, if they must come, may be overruled for good, 
and illustrate the power and excellence of the Institution and principles of 
Masonry, in bringing good out of evil and order out of confusion; thus act
ing in harmony with its Divine Author. The healthful progress of the In
stitution during the year is full of promise. Never before, we believe, did 
our order occupy so important and commanding a position in our country 
as at this moment. Never was its power of doing good greater than it is 
now. Its responsibilities are of course high and imperative . 
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MASONIC TEXT BOOK. 

One of the hopeful indications of progress the committee are happy to 
recognize in the reception of a Manual of Masonry, prepared under the su
pervision and sanction of the Grand Lodge of Virginia, by its distinguished 
Grand Secretary, R. W. John Dove. 

The work referred to is a neat volume of 328 pages, entitled a "Masonic 
Text Book," and.embraces "A History of Masons and Masonic Grand Lodgrs 
-The Constitution of Masonry, or Ahiman Rezon-A Digest of the Laws, 
Rules ,and Regulations of the Grand Lodge of Virginia, and Illustrations of 
masonic work in the degrees of Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, Master 
Mason and Past Master, as drawn from Preston, Webb and others." The 
letter accompanying the work explains fully its design. The work displays 
admirable masonic qualities in its composition. The history of Masonry is 
ingenious and instructive, and the ancient Constitutions cannot well be too 
widely diffused or too well understood by the craft. 

The digest of the laws and regulations of the Grand Lodge of Virginia 
will also be useful and instructive to younger sister Grand Lodges, as em
bodying the wisdom and experience of a venerable and prosperous branch 
of the masonic family. In the illustrations of masonic work there is evidence 
of masonic skill and fidelity to the ancient work as taught by its venerated 
lights, whose instructions have long guided and cheered us in our labors. 
Some slight alterations are noticeable in the work, on which the committee 
would not now comment, as this would be more appropriate if the Grand 
Lodge should decide to entertain the question of adopting the text book as 
a standard of its work. 

The book is sent to us under a resolve of the Grand Lodge of Virginia, 
which provides that any Grand Lodge in the United States, if she shall th ink 
fit, may, on application, be invested with the copyright of the same for her 
jurisdiction. 

The question of adopting it in this jurisdiction we prefer to leave with the 
Grand Lodge without forestalling its opinion. It is a question worthy to be 
entertained and is therefore submitted for that purpose. If found worthy 
of adoption, and if the several Grand Lodges of the Union should agree in 
making it a text book, with such variations in rules and regulations as should 
adapt it to the several jurisdictions, it might perhaps realize the wishes of 
the author, and of the Grand Lodge of Virginia, in establishing uniformity of 
work and legislation, at a comparatively trifling cost. 

In closing this report the committee are happy to leave this question with 
all others committed to their care, in the hands of this Grand Lodge, with 
.the assurance that they will receive the attention their importance may de
mand. They rejoice to leave the entire interests of our beloved order under 
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the scrutiny of that Eye that never slumbers, and encircled by a Divine 
vigilance and care that never fails to protect the trusting and the faithful. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

CYRIL PEARL, ~ 
F. BRADFORD, Committee. 
ALLEN HAINES, 

On motion, 

Voted, That the sum of twenty.five dollars be appropriated and paid to 
Rev. Bro. Cyril Pearl, chairman of the Committee on Foreign Correspond
ence, for extra services and for expenses incurred by him in preparing the 
report of said committee. 

The Grand Secretary reported to the Grand Lodge that the 
Board of Trustees of the Charity Fund, at a meeting thereof 
held on the previous evening, had voted to distribute, in charity, 
the sum of two hundred dollars. 

The Grand Lodge was then called off until half past two 
o'clock P. M. 

MAY 3, 1850. 

The Grand Lodge was called to labor at two and a half o'clock 
P.M. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the thanks of the Grand Lodge be tendered to the several 
D. D. G. Masters, for the faithful manner in which they have discharged 
their important duties during the past year. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the sum of forty dollars be appropriated and paid to the 
Recording Grand Secretary for his services the past year. 

R. W. Bro. Timothy Uhase, D. D. G. Master of the ninth dis
trict, reported verbally that he had attended to the duties of 
his appointment, and that the lodges in that district are gen
erally in a prosperous condition. 

Report accepted. 

The Grand Lodge then proceeded to the installation of the 
Grand Officers for the ensuing year. TheM. W. ·Grand Master 
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elect being absent and no Past Grand Officer~ being present to 
preside, the R. .W. Charles B. Smith, being the oldest Past Mas
ter present, on request took the chair and installed, in due form, 
the R. W. John W. Lindley, as proxy of M. W. Joseph C. 
Stevens, Grand Master elect. R. W. Bro. Lindley then installed 
the R. W .. John C. Humphreys, Deputy Grand Master, who 
thereupon installed the remaining Grand Officers elect; and the 
usual proclamation was made. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the Grand Treasurer be authorized to procure a suitable book 
case for the Grand Lodge library. 

R. W. Bro. Williams, of Bangor, then offered the following 
resolution: 

R esolved, That the sum of twenty dollars be appropriated to the purchase 
of standard works on the history and progress of Ancient Masonry for the 
Grand Lodge library; and that the same, or such part thereof as may be 
found practicable, be expended for that purpose by R. W. Bro. Freeman Brad
ford, Senior Grand Warden, who is hereby constituted a committee for that 
purpose. 

This resolution being read, was unanimously adopted. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the text book presented by the Grand Lodge of Virginia, 
together with the question of its adoption as the standard of authority by 
this Grand Lodge, be referred to the committee on the work and lectures of 
the order. 

The subject of publishing in a single volume the proceedings 
of this Grand Lodge from its organization, as proposed at the 
last annual communication, was now called up and considered, 
and, after due deliberation, referred to R. W. Bros. Haines of 
Portland, Covell of Jay, and Lord of Hallowell, with instruc
tions to ascertain and report at the next annual communication 
the expense of publishing the same. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the sum of twenty dollars be appropriated and paid to R. W. 
Bro. Henry H. Boody, Grand Treasurer, for his efficient and faithful services 
in that office during the past year. 

The Grand Lodge, having passed upon all matters before them, 
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was then closed in due form, with prayer by Rev. Bro. Cyril 
Pearl, Grand Chaplain. 

Attest, C. B. SMITH, fftand Secretary. 

PoRTLAND, May 20, 1850. 

The M. W. Grand Master makes and announces the following 
appointments of Grand Officers for the ensuing masonic year: 

R.W. ALLEN HAINES, 

DANIEL WINSI,OW, 
REUEL wASHBURN, 

EusEerus WEsToN, 

ScoTT J. TALLMAN, 

WM. SoMERBY, 

" JOHN C. TALBOT, 

TIMOTHY H. MORSE, 

JOSHUA HERRICK, 
H. G. 0. wASHBURN, 

w. & Rev. CYRUS cu~nnNGS, 

EATON SHAW, 

" 
" 

CYRIL PEARL, 

JosEPH HuTCHINSON, 

JoHK McDoNALD, 

w. JOKATHAN SMITH, 

Cor. Grand Secretary, Portland. 

D. D. G. M.lst District, Portland. 
2d Livermore. 

3d Skowhegan, 

4th '' Bath. 
5th 
6th 
7th 
8th 
9th 

Ellsworth. 

Grand Chaplain, 

,, 

Grand Marshal, 
EBENEZER G. RAwsoN, Grand Senior Deacon, 

East Machias. 

Bangor. 

Kennebunk Port. 

Belfast. 

Portland. 

Gardiner. 

Baldwin. 

Brunswick. 

Bangor. 

Westbrook, 

Bangor. 

" JosEPH CovELL, Grand Junior " 
JoHN PuRINTON, Grand Steward, 
SELAH G. DENNIS, 

ELI HOSKINS, 

GEoRGE s~uLL, 

Jay. 

Portland. 

East Thomaston 

Old Town. 

Westbrook. 

SAMUEL F. HERSEY, Grand Sword Bearer, Bangor. 

JoHN C. TALBOT,JR., Grand Pursuivant, Lubec. 

EBENEZER G. EATON, Saco. 

Bro. JoHN DAIN, Grand Tljler, Portland. 

Attest, 

Committee on Foreign Correspondence. 

R. W. CYRIL PEARL, of Baldwin, 

FREEMAN BRADFORD, of Portland, 

ALLEN HAINES, of Portland. " 
C. B. SMITH, Grand Secretary. 



SPECIAL COMMUNICATION. 

JANUARY 22, 1850. 

[A reference, on page 121, led this Publication Committee to notice the 
existence of proceedings which had never been published, and examination 
of the written records brought to light the minutes of a special communica
tion which is given below.] 

A special communication of the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine 
was holden at Masons' Hall, in Portland, on the 22d day of Jan
uary, A. D. 1850, and opened in ample form at 9)6. o'cloc.k A.M. 

PRESENT. 

M. W. JOSEPH C. STEVENS, 

R. W. JOHN C. HUMPHREYS, 

" FREEMAN BRADFORD, 
STEPHEN WEBBER, 
HENRY H. BOODY, 
CHARLES B. SMITH, 
ALLEN HAINES, 

W. & Rev. CYRUS CUMMINGS, 
CYRIL PEARL, 

W. JOHN ANDREWS, 
JOHN F. HARRIS, 

. " D. M. MITCHELL, 
GEORGE SMALL, 
F. L. TALBOT, 
WILLIAM WHITE, 
THOMAS J. SANBORN, 

Grand Mas&er; 
Deputy Grano Master; 
Senior Grand Warden; 
Junior Grand Warden; 
Grand Treasurer; 
Rec. Grand Secretary; 
Cor. Grand Secretary; 
Grand Chaplain; 

" 
Grand Marshal, p. t. ; 
Grand Senior Deacon, P·l-·; 
Grand Junior Deacon, p. t.; 
Grand Steward; 

p. t.; 
Grand Pursuivant, p. t.; 

,, 
Bro. JOHN DAIN, Grand Tyler. 

Prayers were offered by Rev. Bro. Cummings, Grand Chaplain. 

The Grand Secretary was appointed a Committee on Creden-
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tials, and having attended to the duty assigned him, reported 
that in addition to the Grand Officers present, the following 
brethren were in attendance as officers and representatives of 
the following lodges, viz : 

1 Portland, by William Kimball, M; R. W. Kennard, S W; Thomas J. 
Sanborn, JW. 

2 Warren, by John F. Harris, M; F. L. Talbot, SW. 
16 St. George, by John Andrews, M. 
17 Ancient Land-Mark, by B. C. Fernald, SW. 
29 Tranquil, by William White, Proxy. 
60 Aurora, by D. M. Mitchell, M. 

Report accepted. 

The Grand Secretary then laid upon the table circulars from 
the Grand Lodges of Maryland, the District of Columbia and 
Rhode Island in reference to the formation of a General Grand 
Lodge of the United States ; and they were referred to Bros. 
Freeman Bradford, D. M. Mitchell and George Small. 

On motion, 

Voted, That Master Masons of good standing be invited to take seats as 
visitors in the Grand Lodge. 

The Grand Secretary then laid before the Grand Lodge sundry 
circulars and published reports received from many of the Grand 
Lodges in the United States, including the contending parties 
in New York, relative to the unhappy difficulties that have arisen 
among the fraternity in that state. 

Referred to R. W. Bros. Allen Haines, John C. Humphreys 
and Freeman Bradford. 

The Masonic Text Book, received from the Grand Secretary 
of the Grand Lodge of Virginia, was tJ:len laid upon the table; 
whereupon the R. W. Bro. Bradford submitted the following 
resolution, which was unanimously adopted : 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Grand Lodge of Maine be, and hereby 
are tendered to the M. W. Grand Lodge of Virginia, for its compilation of 
the Constitutions of Masonry and masonic illustrations lately . received by 
our Grand Secretary; and the same will be submitted for a report thereon, 
at our next annual communic~tion. 
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A letter was laid upon the table, from R. W. Bro. William H. 
Tobey, of East Machias, tendering his resignation of the office of 
District Deputy Grand Master of the sixth masonic district. 
Resignation accepted, and the M. W. Grand Master thereupon 
appointed the R. W. John C. Talbot, of East Machias, to fill the 
vacancy in said office. 

On motion of R. W. Bro. Boody, 

Voted, That the Grand Secretary be requested to procure 550 blank diplo
mas for Master Masons, viz : 200 on bank note paper, 300 on drawing 
paper, and 50 on Parchment. ' 

The Grand Secretary reported that he had procured to be 
printed 10 quires of blank letters of proxy. 

Voted, That his doing be approved. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the Grand Secretary cause to be printed a suitable number 
of blanks for certifying the election and proper signatures of the principal 
Grand Officers. 

The committee to whom was referred the several circulars 
relative to the formation of a General Grand Lodge of the 
United States, reported the following resolutions : 

1. Resolved, That in the opinion of this Grand Lodge, it is expedient to 
establish a Grand Lodge of the United States, under wholesome regulations. 

2. Resolved, That the most convenien"t place for the location of such 
Grand Lodge is the city of Washington, in the District of Columbia. 

3. R esolved, That this Grand Lodge pmceed to eJect by ballot one dele
gate to represent her in the convention which is to assemble in Washington 
on the first Wednesday in May next, for the purpose of forming a, constitu
tion for a Grand Lodge of the United States of America; and that his ex
penses be paid by this Grand Lodge. 

The report of the committee was accepted, and the resolutions 
adopted unanimously. 

The Grand Lodge then proceeded to the choice of a delegate 
in accordance with the third resolution, and the M. W. Joseph 
C. St.evens, Grand Master, was duly elected .. 

TheW. Bro. Robert R. Kendall, agent of Freeport· Lodge, then. 
(by permission) addressed the Grand Lodge in behalf of said 
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Freeport Lodge, and solicited pecuniary aid from the Grand 
Lodge in consequence of their loss by fire and other discourag

ing circumstances. 

The subject was thereupon referred to Bros. Humphreys, 

Boody and Smith. 

The Grand Lodge then called off until 2U o'clock P. M. 

JANUARY 22, 1850, 2U o'clock P. M. 

The Grand Lodge was called to labor. 

A communication was received from King David's Lodge, u. D., 
at Lincolnville, containing the dispensation under which they 
had organized, a transcript of their records, a copy of their by
laws and an application for a charter of constitution, with the 

fees for the same. 

Referred to Bros. Bradford, Boody and Harris. 

The committee to whom was referred the application of Free
port Lodge for aid, reported, 

"That the application be referred to the Board of Trustees of the Oharity 
Fund, as in the opinion of the committee, the matter submitted falls more 
appropriately within the range of the duties of that Board." 

Read and accepted. 

REPORT ON THE DIFFICULTIES IN NEW YORK. 

The committeE) appointed to consider the difficulties that have arisen 
among the masonic fraternity in the State of New York, have attended to 
that duty so f;lr as their limited time would allow, and ask leave to report 
the accompanying resolutions. 

All which is respectfuily submitted, 

ALLEN HAINES, } 
JNO. C. HUMPHREYS, Committee. 
FREEMAN BRADFORD, 

'' 1st. Re&olved, That the Grand Lodge of Maine, in view of the unhappy 
schism, which has given rise to a plurality of Grand Lodges in the State Qf 
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New York, does most earnestly beseech their brethren in that jurisdiction to 
apply the excellent precepts inculcated in our ritual as the only sovereign 
remedy for all their existing difficulties. 

"2d. Resolved, That there can be but one legitimate Grand Lodge in 
each state; and that this Grand Lodge fully recognizes, as the only legiti
mate Grand Lodge of the State of New York, that of which M. W. John D. 
Willard is, at present, Grand Master, and R. W. Robert R. Boyd, Grand 
Secretary. 

"3d. Resolved, That the several subordinate lodges in this jurisdiction 
be instructed to refuse admission to all visitors from the State of New York, 
who do not furnish the proper evidence of connection with the Grand Lodge 
recognized by the foregoing resolution." 

The foregoing report was accepted, and the resolutions, after 
being duly considered, were unanimously adopted. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the Grand Treasurer be authorized to loan to Freeport Lodge 
the sum of fifty dollars for two years, on such security as shall be satisfactory 
to him. 

On motion, 

Voted, The Grand Secretary be directed to forward to the several Grand 
Lodges in the United States, copies of the Constitutions and By-Laws of 
this Grand Lodge. 

Voted, That the Grand Secretary prepare a circular embracing the action 
of this Grand Lodge in relation to the formation of a General Grand Lodge 
of the United States, and the difficulties in New York, and forward a copy 
thereof to each Grand Lodge in correspondence with this Grand Lodge, and 
to each subordinate lodge in this state. 

The following report was tben presented: 

To the M. W. G·rand Lodge of Maine : 
The committee to whom was referred the application of the officers and 

members of King David's Lodge, under dispensation, at Lincolnville, for a 
charter of constitution, have considered the subject and report: 

The application is accompanied with a copy of the by-laws of the lodge, 
an abstract of their proceedings since the ir organization, the dispensation 
and the fee required by the Constitution of this Grand Lodge. 

The by-laws of the lodge are objectionable in some particulars, and the 
committee recommend the following amendments and alterations in order 
that they conform to the Constitution and General Regulations of the Grand 
Lodge: 
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Section 2, of Article 1, should be amended by striking out all after the 
word expedient, so that the section shall read as follows: 

"The W. M. shall have authority to call special meetings whenever be 
may deem it expedient." 

Section 3 of the same article should be stricken out entirely, as conflicting 
with section 9 of the third article of the Constitution of the Grand Lodge. ' 

Article 7 should be amended by striking out the proviso, that part of it 
being in conflict with Sec. 15, Part 5th of the Constitution and General Reg
ulations of the Grand Lodge of this state. The abstract of the proceedings 
of the lodge shows a conformity to the code of by-laws that have been 
adopted for its government, and in some particulars are also objectionable; 
but your committee believe they will be done away with when the by-laws 
are amended agreeably to the foregoing suggestions. Your committee can 
see no objection why the request of the lodge should not be granted, and 
recommend the adoption of the following resolution. 

R esolved, That a charter of constitution be issued to the officers and 
brethren named in the dispensation, agreeably to the regulations of this 
Grand Lodge, authorizing them to hold a lodge at Lincolnville by the name 
and style of liing David's Lodge. 

F •. llRADFORD1 } 
J. F. HARRIS, Committee. 
H. H. BOODY1 

The foregoing report was accepted, and the resolution adopted. 

No other business being offered, the Grand Lodge was then 
closed in ample form. 

Attest, C. B. SMITH, Grand Secretary .. 

10 
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ABSTRACT OF RETURNS OF LODGES, 

UP TO MAY 1, 1850. 

Portland, 1, Portland. William Kimball, M; Richard W . Kennard, sw; 
Thomas J Sanborn, JW; James R. Milliken, TR; Elias M. Plimpton, s; 
Freeman Bradford, sn; Ezra S. Bradlee, JD; Lemuel Bryant, 88; Jo
seph Fowler, JS; Isaac Davis, T. Members, 83; initiates, 27; deceased, 
one. District 1 

·Warren, 2, Ea~t Machias. John F. Harris, M; F. L. Talbot, sw; Frederick 
A. Wilson, JW; Walter Robbins, TR; C. H. Talbot, s; S. T. Foster, sn; 
.Elijah Hall, JD; Luther Hall, ss; E . S. Hanscom, JS; Charles Townsend, 
· T. Members 16; initiates, 1; deceased, 1. 6 

Lincoln, 3, Wiscasset. Henry Clark, M; Asa F . Hall, sw; Thomas B. John· 
ston, JW; John B. Mange, TR ; Frederick A. Sawyer, s; Erastus Foote, 
Jr., sn; Edmund Connor, JD; Alfred McLean, ss; Andrew Herbert, J8; 

James Clark, T. Members, 29; initiates, 6. 4 
Kennebec, 5, .Hallowell. Francis J. Day, M; Stephen Lord, sw; James H. 

Withington, J\W .; Nathaniel Stevens, TR; William Nye, s; Ira Cass, sn; 
.Robert G. Handy, .JD; Isaac Foster, ss; John A. Ewers, JS; Daniel 
•Russell, T. Members, 28; initiates, 9. 3 

Amity, 6, Camden. William Merriam, ~~; Austin Sweetland, sw; James 
R . Glover, JW; E . G. Knight, TR; J. G. Norwood, s; Oliver Andrews, 
sn; Samuel Chase, JD; George W. Glover, ss; Benjamin Crabtree, 2d, JS; 

Isaiah Barbour, T. Members, 47; initiates, 12; rejected, 1; deceased, 3. 
9 

.Eastern, 7, Eastport. John L. Bowman, M; Joseph Gunnison, sw; Charles 
James, Jw; Thomas Parker, TR; Alden Bradford, s; John Regan, sn; 
Samuel Kyle, JD; S. R. Byram, ss; Joshua Bradford, JS; --- ---, 

T. Members, 32; initiates, 6; rejected, 1. 6 
;United, 8, Brunswick. John D. Lincoln, !I ; Theodore S. McLellan, sw; 

Horace P. Hubbard, JW; Richard Greenleaf, TR; Ephraim Brown, s; 
.Octavius A. Merrill, sn; Artemas Coburn, JD; Ward Coburn, ss; Henry 
M. Weston, JS; Moses M. Marsh, T. Members, 42; initiates, 2. 1 

Saco, ·9, Saco. Frederick D. Edgerly, M; Thurston Libby, 8W ; Elijah Smith 
' 
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JW; Richard Bowden, TR; John Elden, s; Warren Ware, so; C. W. 
Scammon, JD; James Smith, Jr., ss; Stephen Everett, Js; William P. 
M. Cale, T. Members, 26; initiates, 2. District 8 

Rising Virtue, 10, Bangor. Timothy H. Morse, 111; Jonathan Burbank, sw; 
Ebenezer G. Rawson, JW; Joseph C. Stevens, TR; Silas Alden, s; Jabez 
True, so; Samuel F. Hersey, JD; Samuel B. Brown, ss; Herman ]'isher, 
JS; Simeon Everton, T. Members 50; initiates, 15; rejected, 3. 7 

Oriental, 13, Bridgton. John Kilborn, ~[; Abraham M. Savage, sw; Samuel 
Andrews, 2d, JW; James Flint, TR; Eben Kilborn, s; C. J . Adams, so; 
Abner Smith, JD; A. S. Frisbee, ss; qeorge Peirce, Js; John Burnell, 
T. Members, 14; initiates, 2; deceased, 1. 2 

Solar, 14, Bath. Scott J. Tallman, M; A. J. Fuller, sw; John G. Richard
son, JW; Davis Hatch, TR; Ahiezer Matthews, s; John S. Elliot, so; 
Edward H. Magoon, JD; John H. Kimball, ss; J. M. Adams, JS; John 
Young, T. Members, 43; initiates 6. 4 

Orient, 15, Thomaston. Edward Boyles, M; John O'Brien, sw; George 
Crawford, JW; Robert Walsh, TR; J. D. Barnard, s; Benjamin Carr, 
so; "'illiam Singer, JD; Enoch Carlton, ss; Eben Creighton, JS ; 
------, T . Members, 25; initiates, 1; deceased, 1; expelled 1. 

4 

St. George, 16, Warren. Stoddard Bosworth, M; John Andrews, sw; Sam
uel Hinkley, Jw ; Amos H. Hodgman, TR; W. H. Wetherbee, s; Ed. 
mund B. Hinkley, so; Stephen B. Dockham, JD; John W. Richmond, 
ss; James Andrews, JS; James Kirkpatrick, T. Members, 28; initiates, 

fu= 4 
Ancient Land.Mark, 17, Portland. John B. Coyle, 11; Benjamin C. Fernald, 

sw; Amos E . Howell, JW; Henry H. Boody, TR; Caleb Chase, s; Charles 
Fobes, so; Fred. W. Nichols, JD; Jonathan M. Knapp, ss; William A. 
Quincy, JS; John Dain, T. Members, 104; initiates, 29; deceased, 1. 

1 

Felicity, 19, Bucksport. Thomas Goodale, M; Henry Silsby, sw; James 
Goodale, JW; Sewall Lake, TR; D. C. Homer, s; John H. Sherman, so; 
Nahum F. Hill, JD; --- ---, ss; --- --· --, JS; Richard C. 
Abbot, T. Members, 12; initiates, 5. 5 

Maine, 20, Farmington. Moses Sherburne, 111; William Tripp, sw; Edwin 
Ellis, JW; Philip M. Stubbs, TR; Joseph D. Prescott, s; John H. Wil
lard, so; Curtis Smith, JD; John T. Taylor, ss; John Trask, Jr., JS; 
Hiram Webster, T. Members, 17; initiates, 12; deceased, 2. 3 

Oriental Star, 21, Livermore. Robert Blacker,~~; Joseph Covell, sw; Peter 
F . Hatllaway, JW; Rene! Washburn, TR; Gideon Ellis, s; Daniel Aus
tin, so; Asa Austin, JD; Ebenezer Hinds, ss; Isaac S. Daily, JS; Sam-
uel P. Holman, T. Members, 22; initiates, 1. 2 

Phamix, 24, Belfast. H . G. 0. Washburn, 111; Hiram Chase, sw ; Daniel 
Howard, JW; James P. ]'urber, TR; Oshea Page, s; William 0. Poor. 
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sn; H. R. Kimball, JD; William Holt, ss; Thomas R. Shute, JS; Eze
kiel Burgess, T. Members, 42; initiates, 11; deceased, 1; rejected, 4. 

District 9 
Adoniram, 27, Limington. James McArthur, M; William Cobb, sw; Eben

ezer H. McLellan, JW; Arthur McArthur, TR; Stephen C. Watson, s; 
Jabez Hobson, sn; Josiah P. Quimby, JD; Thomas Lord, ss; William 
Boulter, JS; Benjamin Blake, T. Members, 45; initiates, 14; deceased, 
one. 8 

Northern Star, 28, Anson. Moses Moore, M; John Pierce, sw; William 
Rowell, Jw; Benjamin Steward, TR; Albert Moore, s; John H. Fletcher, 
sn; James Y. Cleaveland, JD; Simeon Maynard, ss; Benjamin F. Row-
ell, JS; Walter Spaulding, T . Members, 46; initiates, 5. 3 

Tranquil, 29, Danville. Augustus Callahan, M; William White, sw; Hiram 
Adams, Jr., Jw; William Kilbourne, TR; Jacob Herrick, s; Samuel H. 

Wilson, sn; Daniel Reed, Jr., JD; Marshall Ford, ss; Ossian Z. Cole, Js; 
Silas Morse, T. Members, 50; initiates, 12; deceased, 2. 2 

Blazing Star, 30, Rumford. Nathaniel B. Crockett, M; Colman Goodwin, 
sw; Caleb Bessey, Jr., JW; Hezekiah Hutchins, Jr., TR; George G. 
Bragg, s; James N. Brickett, sn; Benjamin W. Tinglay, JD; Alvan 
Bolster, ss; David Kimball. JS; Farnham Abbot, T. Members, 22; ini-
tiates, 6. 2 

Upi.on, 31, Union. Gilbert M. Blackington, M ; George S. Littlehale, sw; 
Philo Thurston, JW; Ebenezer Cobb, TR; Nelson Cutler, s; John Par
doe, sn; Edward Alden, JD; Benjamin B. Blackington, ss; John C. 
Robbins, JS; George Cummings, T. Members, 36; initiates, 4. 4 

Hermon, 32, Gardiner. Moses Springer, ~~; James McCurdy, sw; James 
'J'arbox, JW; Wm. H. Byram, TR; Edmund A. Chadwick, s; William H. 
Lord, sn; John Brown, JD; Thomas Briery, ss; Frederick Blood, JS; 
J. Y. Gray, T. Members, 49; initiates, 11; deceased, i. 3 

Waterville, 33, Waterville. Jeremiah Arnold, M; Wadsworth Chipman, sw; 
John llil.nstead, JW; T. 0. Saunders, TR; Wm. E. Harris, s; J. H. Drum· 
mond, sn; Hall Chase, JD; S. H. Prescott, ss; H. P. Cousins, JS; 
Stephen Tozier, T. Members, 25; initiates, 2. 8 

Somerset, .34, Skowhegan. Joseph Philbrick, M; William B. Morrill, sw; 
Joseph Bigelow, JW; John Whitten, TR; Eusebius Weston, s; Abraham 
Wyman, sn; Henry B. Neil, JD; James Frost, ss; John K. Russell, JS; 
Darius Daggett, T. Members, 34; initiates, 9. 3 

Bethlehem, 35, Augusta. Eri Wills, M; George W. Jones, sw; B. F. Chand
ler, JW; Henry Winslow, TR; Eben Blatchford, s; Amasa Kelley, sn; 
Moses E . Hamlin, JD; Orrin Rowe, ss; C. J. Libby, JS; Joshua Rollins, 
T. Members, 73; initiates, 16; deceased, 1; rejected, 1. 3 

Washington, 37, Lubee, ,John C. Talbot, Jr., M; Samuel P. Fowler, sw; 
· George T. Hunter, JW; Joseph Sumner, TR; Levi Caswell, s; Samuel 
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Starbird, SD; J. W. Goodwin, JD; Ebenezer Oakes, ss; Salathiel Nick

erson, JS; John Davidson, T. Members, 35; initiates, 6; deceased, 1. 

District 6 
Harmony, 38, Gorham. Josiah P ierce, M; Seward Merrill, sw; William Bur

ton, JW; George Small, TR; Edwin M. Burton, s; William Sill a, so ; 
Merrill Thomas, JD; Bryce M. Edwards, ss; Thomas Hasty, JS; George 
L. Darling, T. Members, 29; initiates, 12; rejected, 1. 1 

Penobscot, 39, Dexter. George Cutler, M; L. C. Morgan, sw; Isaac M. 
Russ, JW; Nathaniel Dustin, TR; George Fitzgerald, 8; Miles Doyle, 
sn; T. P. Sawyer, JD; William Morga n, 8R; Thomas E . Rogers, JS ; 
Morrill Prescott, T. Members, 38; initiates, 1; suspended for non-
payment of dues, 9. 7 

Lygonia, 40, Ellsworth. William Somerby, M ; Elijah L. McAllen, sw ; 
Daniel P . Lake, JW; Seth Paddleford, Ttt; Stillman H. Sawyer, 8 ; Spof
ford P. Thomas, sn; Oliver P. Thomas, JD; Edward B. Fifield, ss; 
Bancroft W. Tuomas, JS; Charles H. Barton, T. Members, 39; initi-

ates, G; deceased, 1 ; rejected , 1. 5 
Central, 45, Cuina. James II. Brainard, M; Thomas B. Lincoln, s 1v ; Ed

ward Gray, JW; Amasa Taylor, TR; Josiah F. Clark, s; Thomas Clark, 
so; William M. Maxfield, JD; Bela Burrell, ss; Henry White, JS ; 
Caleb Parmenter, T. Members, 18; initiates, 6. 3 

Lafayette, 48, Readfield. Josiah Whittier, 2d, AI; Josiah F. Taylor, sw; ' 
William C. Fu11er, JW; David Smith, TR; Jacob Gilman, s; Robert 

Williams, sn; Ira S. Chapman, JD; George S. Currier, ss; J . S. Fille-
brown, JS; E . Fuller, T . Members, 16; initiates, 7. 3 

Meridian Splendor, 49, Newport. Hiram Rose, A£ ; Granville Street, sw ; 
Hezekiah Lancaster, Jw; Edmund Pilsbury, TR; Thomas Croswell, 8; 

Joseph Knight, sn; Abel W. Chapin, JD; James Currier, ss; S. S. May, 
JS; John Robbins, T. Members, 30; initiates, 13; rejected, 1. 7 

Aurora, 50, East Thomaston. Constant Rankin, M; H. R . Walworth, sw ; 
Charles Holmes, Jw; Samuel Libby, TR; E. H. Cochran, 8; Samuel B . 
Dodge, sn; Hiram Sprague, JD; 0 . P. Mitchell, ss; F. M. Blackington, 
JS; Josiah J . Brown, T. Members, 45; initiates, 10; rejected, 2. 4 

Mosaic, 52, Dover. Luther Chamberlain, M; Judah M. Hackett, sw; E. B. 
Averill , JW; Charles Chandler, TR; James S. Holmes, s; Benjamin 
Hassel, sn; Paul Douglass, JD; Salmon Holmes, ss; Woodman W. 
Magoon, JS; William P. Brown, T. Members, 18; initiates, 2; deceased, 
one. 7 

Unity, 58, Freedom. William Megray, M; James Hall, sw; John Winslow, 
JW; Ivory Lord, TR; John C. Glidden, s; Thomas S. Keen, so; William 
Ross, JD; Moses 0 . Robinson, ss; Benjamin A. Lowell, JS; Benjamin 
Briggs, T. Members, 28; initiates, 5; rejected, 2. 9 

Mount Hope, 59, Hope. John Lermond, M; John S. Chitman, sw; David 
Hull, JW; Walter Philbrick, TR; Henry Hobbs, s; Daniel Howard, sn; 
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Charles Fisk, JD; Moses G. Metcalf, ss; Eben Philbrick, Js; Thomas 
P. White, T. Members, 14; initiates, 1. District 9 

Star in the East, 60, Old Town. Eli Hoskins, M; Hiram Smith, sw; Ira 
Wallace, JW; Foster Wood-, TR; Samuel W. Hoskins, s; George P. Sew
all, sn; John H. Smith, JD; Samuel Chapman, ss; Charles Ham, JS; 

Joseph Moulton, T. Members, 55; initiates, 18; deceased, 1; rejected, 
one. 7 

King Solomon's, 61, Waldoboro'. John Balch, M; Thomas Genthner, sw; 
Lewis S. Soule, JW; James Cook, TR; Aaron Kaler, s; Henry Clay, sn; 
Jacob W. Kaler, JD; Hufus Rich, ss; Hiram Brown, JS; Charles Van-
nab, T. Members, 28; initiates, 10. 4 

King David's, 62, Lincolnville. Robert Davis, !I; A. D. Knight, sw; Israel 
Decrow, Jr., JW; David Howe, TR; James Perry, s; Minot Crehore, sn; 
John H. Cutting, JD; Henry Crehore, ss; David Decrow, JS; Thomas 
Whithan, T. Members, 17; initiates, 9. 9 
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1851. 

ANNUAL COMMUNICATION. 

The Annual Communication of the M. W. Grand Lodge of 
Maine was holden at Masons' Hall in Portland, on the first 
Thursday in May, A. L. 5851, being the first day of said month, 
and opened in due form in the third degree, at 9?6 o'clock A. M. 

with prayer by Rev. Bro. Cummings, Grand Chaplain. 

PRESENT. 

R. W. JOHN C. HUMPHREYS, 
FREEMAN BRADFORD, 
TIMOTHY CHASE, 
HENRY H. BOODY, 
CHARLES B. SMITH, 
ALLEN HAINES, 

W. &. Rev. CYRUS CUMMINGS, 
CYRIL PEARL, 

W. JONATHAN SMITH, 
JOSEPH COVELL, 
WILLIAM ALLEN, 
JOHN PURINTON, 
GEOHGE SMALL, 
THOMAS B. JOHNSTON, 
JOHN D. LINCOLN, 
HIRAM CHASE, 
SEW ALL WATERHOUSE, 

Bro. JOHN DAIN, 

Grand Master, p. t.; 
S. G. Warden; 
J . G. Warden; 
Grand Treasurer ; 
Rec. Grand Secretary; 
Cor. Grand Secretary ; 
Grand Chaplain; 

Grand Marshal ; 
G. S. Deacon, p . t. ; 
G. J. Deacon, p. t.; 

Grand Steward ; 

Grand Pursuivant,p. t.; 

" 
Grand Tyler. 
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DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS. 

First District-R. W. DANIEL WINSLOW. 
Second Disb·ict-R. W. HEUEL WASHBURN. 
Third District-H. W. EUSEBIUS WESTON. 
Fourth District-H. W. SCOTT J. TALLMAN. 
Fifth District-R. W. WILLIAM SOMER BY. 
Eighth District-R. W. JOSHUA HERRICK. 
Ninth District-H. W. H. G. 0. WASHBURN. 

PAST GRAND OFFICERS. 

M. W. ROBERT P. DUNLAP, Past Grand Master. 
M. W. ABNER B. THOMPSON, Past Grand Master. 

On motion, 

[May, 

Voted, That Master Masons in good standing be invited to take seats as 
visitors during the present communication of the Grand Lodge. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the Grand Master appoint the following standing committees, 
to report, at this session, upon such matters as may be referred to them, 
viz: 

1. On Dispensations and Charters. 
2. On Doings of the Grand Officers. 
3. On Returns of Subordinate Lodges. 
4. On Grievances and Appeals. 

The following Brethren were then appointed a Committee on 
Credentials, viz : Bros. Poor of Belfast, Herrick of Alfred, Rus
sell of Portland. 

Who, after attending to the duty assigned them, reported the 
following lodges represented as follows, viz: 

1 Portland, at Portland, by Richard W. Kennard, M; Thomas J. Sanborn, 
SW; John Russell, Jr., JW. 

3 Lincoln, at Wiscasset, by Thomas B. Johnston, SW; Erastus Foote, Jr., 
JW. 

' 5 Kennebec, at Hallowell, by Leverett Lord, S W; William Nye, Proxy. 
6 Amity, at Camden, by Benjamin Crabtree, Proxy. 
8 United, at Brunswick, by John D. Lincoln, M; 0. A. Merrill, JW; S. S. 

Wing, Proxy. 
10 Rising Virtue, at Bangor, by Jonathan Burbank, M. 
12 Cumberland, at New Gloucester, by John Hatch, M. 
13 Oriental, at Bridgton, by A. M. Savage, Proxy. 
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14 Solar, at Bath, by B. F. Currier, Proxy ; Percival Clementine, Proxy. 
15 Orient, at Thomaston, by S. B. Dockham, Proxy. 
16 St. George, at Warren, by John Miller, Proxy. 
17 Ancient Land-Marie, at Portland, by William Allen, M; Joseph Smith, 

SW; Amos E. Howell, JW. 
19 Felicity, at Bucksport, by S. Carter, M; George W. Newbegin, Proxy. 
20 Maine, at Farmington, by Ed win Ellis, S W. 
21 Oriental Star, at Livermore, by Joseph Covell, M; D. G. Plummer, 

Proxy. 
22 York, at Kennebunk, by Isaac Downing, SW. 
23 Freep01·t, at Freeport, by Samuel Thing, SW; Asa Bailey, Proxy; R. H. 

Means, Proxy. 
24 Phrenix, at Belfast, by Hiram Chase, M; W. 0 . Poor, JW. 
27 Acloniram, at Limington, by J. Herman, JW; A. McArthur, Proxy. 
28 Northern Star, at Anson, by John Pierce, M. 
29 Tmnquil, at Danville, by S. H. Wilson, JW. 
30 Bl<tzing Stm·, at Rumford, by B. W. Tingley, M; Edward A. Boyd, 

Proxy. 
31 Union, at Union, by Ebenezer Cobb, SW; Edward Alden, JW. 
32 Hermon, at Gardiner, by Stephen Webber, M; James McCurdy, SW; 

Daniel Hildreth, Proxy. 
33 Waterville, at Waterville, by W. Chapman, M; D. Burbank, JW. 
34 Somerset, at Skowhegan, by Joseph Philbrick, M; A. Wyman, JW; W. 

B. Morrill, Proxy. 
35 B ethlehem, at Augusta, by Orin Rowe, Proxy. 
36 Ca8co, at Yarmouth, by 0. A. Hill, M. 
37 Washington, at Lubec, by J. C. Talbot, Jr., M. 
38 Harmony, at Gorham, by William Burton, M; William Cilley, SW; Mer

rill Thomas, JW, 
39 P enobscot, at Dexter, by Josiah Crosby, Proxy. 
40 Lygonia, at Ellsworth, by N. Moore, M; S. P . Thomas, SW; Daniel P. 

Lake, Proxy. 
42 F1·eedom, at Limerick, by Gilman Lougee, M; William Gage, SW; Wil-

liam Cobb, JW. 
43 Alna, at Damariscotta, by Ezra B. French, M; Peasley M. Wells, SW. 
46 St. Croix, at Calais, by Sewall Waterhouse, Proxy. 
48 Lafayette, at Readfield, by George S. Currier, Proxy; David Smith, 

Proxy. 
49 Merid·ian Splendor, at Newport, by G. Flint, M; Thomas Croswell, Proxy; 

Lewis Barker, Proxy. 
50 Aurora, at Rockland, by Charles Clark, Proxy ·; Constant Rankin, Proxy. 
52 Mosaic, at Dover, by Daniel Higgins, Proxy. 
58 Unity, at Freedom, by Samuel Sears, SW. 
59 Mount Hope, at Hope, by William Philbrook, SW. 
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60 Star in the East, at Old Town, by Solomon Moulton, Proxy. 
61 King Solomon's, at Waldoboro', by John Balch, M; R. Rich, Proxy. 
62 King David's, at Lincolnville, by A. D. Knight, SW; David Howe, Proxy. 
63 Richmond, at Richmond, by J. C. Boynton, M; Abial Libby, SW; G. H. 

Hatch, JW. 

Report read and accepted. 

M. W. Bro. Dunlap laid upon the table a beautiful copy of 
the Masonic Chart, elegantly bound and lettered, as a present to 
the Grand Lodge from R. W. Bro. Jeremy L. Cross, the author; 
whereupon, 

On motion, 

Voted, That the thanks of the Grand Lodge of Maine be, and are hereby 
tendered to Bro. Cross for the esteemed and valuable present. 

The Grand Lodge then called off until two o'clock P. M. 

MAY 1, 1851. 

The Grand Lodge was called to labor at two o'clock P.M. 

The Grand Master announced the following appointments of 
standing committees, viz : 

On Dispensations and Charters,-Bros. Kennard of Portland, Carter of 
Bucksport, French of Damariscotta. 

On Doing.~ of the G1·and Officers,-Bros. H. Chase of Belfast, Tallman of 
Bath, Foote of Wiscasset. 

On Returns of Subordinate Lodges,-Bros. Balch of Waldoboro', Thomas 
of Ellsworth, Webber of Gardiner. 

On Grievances and Appeals,-Bros. Tallman of Bath, Somerby of Ells
worth, Thing of Freeport. 

On the Pay Roll,-Bros. Burbank of Bangor, Boody of Portland, Covell 
of Livermore. 

The following communication from the M. W. Grand Master 
was then presented, and read by the Grand Secretary : 
R. W. Brethren : 

I have been anticipating the pleasure of meeting you upon this occasion, 
but find myself doomed to disappointment by circumstances beyond my 
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control, the nature of which I have explained to our Grand Secretary, and 
which I trust will appear reasonable to you. 

Allow me to congratulate you upon the return of our annual communica
tion and the continued prosperity of our institution. 

It is now two years since I assumed the duties of Master of this Grand 
Lodge, during which period you have kindly honored me with a renewed 
token of your partiality and friendship. These expressions of your confi
dence, my brethren, have penetrat!!d me with a lively sense of gratitude, and 
I have only to regret that it has not been in my power to do more to increase 
and perpetuate the usefulness of our order. 

I was not, however, unaware of the embarrassing circumstances in which 
I was placed in being called to occupy a chair which my distinguished pre
decessors had filled with so much more masonic skill and parliamentary 
science than I could possibly hope to do. And if I have seemed to do any
thing to realize your wishes and advance the prosperity of Masonry, much 
credit Is due to the timely suggestions and kind co-operations of experienced 
and better informed brethren than myself. 

This Grand Lodge, having been invited by a circular from the Grand 
Lodge of the District of Columbia, to meet the Grand Lodges of the several 
states in the city of Washington, for the purpose of forming a Grneral 
Grand Lodge for the United States, you will recollect that I had the honor 
of being elected your delegate, and accordingly repaired to Washington at 
the appointed time; but I regret to inform you that no formal meeting 
took place, and but very few delegates were present; the cause of this failure 
I am unable to explain, unless it may be attributed to a general reluctance 
on the part of most of the states to form such an organized body. 

The following dispensations have been granted since our last annual 
meeting, viz: On the 29th of May, 1850, a dispensation issued to our Past 
Grand Master, Alexander H. Putney and six others, for a new lodge in Cal
avera County, Upper California, to be called Ophir Lodge. This dispensa
tion, however, could not be used, a Grand Lodge having been formed in that 
state before the dispensation arrived there. July 12, 1850, dispensation was 
granted to a competent number of brethren, to form a lodge at Phillips, in 
the county of Franklin . October 10, 1850, dispensation authorizing Free
dom Lodge at Parsonsfield, York County, to remove and bold their meetings 
at Limerick in said county. October 22, 1850, dispensation to Lewis Bar
ker and others, to form a new lodge at Stetson, County of Penobscot, to be 
called Pacific Lodge. December 21, 1850, on petition of the members of 
Alna Lodge, at Alna, whose charter had been surrendered, the same was re
stored to them, and a dispensation granted to rewove said lodge to the town 
of Damariscotta. March 11, 1851, dispensation issued to John J. Bell and 
others, for a new lodge at Hampden, Penobscot County, to be called Mystic 
Lodge. March 3, 1851, dispensation issued to Henry H. Brackett and others 
for a new lodge at Orono, Penobscot County, to be called Mechanics' Lodge, 
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all of which are made returnable at this session of the Grand Lodge, and sub
ject to your approval. From the foregoing evidence of a desire on the part 
of our brethren to rally under their old charters, and also to obtain new 
ones, we derive the gratifying assurances of prosperity throughout our state, 
which I doubt not will be fully corroborated by the reports of the several 
District Deputy Grand Masters. 

Indeed, perhaps there never was a time when our fraternity throughout 
the world was in a more prosperous condition than at present. Let us then, 
brethren, endeavor to illustrate the principles by which we profess to be 
governed, and act consistent with our profession; let us be watchful and 
jealous for the good reputation of our honorable order, and see that we do 
nothing derogatory to our masonic character, or that shall tend in the least 
to impair the usefulness of our institution, whose paramount aim and object 
is to elevate man by improving his moral and social qualit.ies, and thus, the 
better to fit him for the faithful discharge of all the duties of this life, and 
finally to enjoy the glorious rewards of a life eternal. 

I have appointed no Grand Lecturers for the past year, as it was thought 
best to wait the action of the Grand Lodge, upon the report of the committee 
raised at the last annual meeting, for the purpose of exemplifying at this 
meeting, the work and lectures sanctioned by the Ancient York Rite. 

And I could wish that some other brother, more proficient than myself, 
had been selected in my stead, to serve you upon that committee, a majority 

of whom, I trust, will be present to discharge the duties assigned to them. 
Whatever communications from abroad may have been received, since our 

last annual meeting, will be submitted to you, through the appropriate com
mittee, and I doubt not will receive that respectful consideration which the 
importance of such subjects demand. 

And now, my respected brethren, having reported to you my official doings 
for the last year, were there no more cogent reasons than my own personal 
convictions, that I have already too long occupied a chair, which properly be
longs to some more experienced brother, this of itself would be sufficient for 
me to wish that the term of my Grand Mastership might here expire. But 
I am morejo1·cibly reminded of this result, when I recollect that by the By
Laws of our Grand Lodge, the tenure of my office is limited ordinarlly to two 
years. My official duties, therefore, being about to terminate, nnd you soon 
again to separate, some probably for the last time, permit me in this my 
closing address, to tender to each of my masonic brethren, my sincere assur
ances of continued regard and esteem, thanking you for your uniform forbear
ance and fraternal courtesy, manifested towards me and my many imperfec
tions. 

Long, brethren, may you continue in the enjoyment of the good results of 
your labors. 

Long may our institution be benefited by your zealous and worthy exam
ple, and when you cease to be members here below, may you become mem-
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hers of that celestial lodge above, where the Supreme Architect of the Uni

verse presides. 
I now cheerfully transfer the authority you have vested in me, where 

your votes shall direct, very respectfully myself declining to be considered 
a candidate for any office in the Grand Lodge. 

Yours t ruly and fraternally, 
JOSEPH C. STEVENS. 

Referred to the Committee on the Doings of the Grand Offi
cers. 

The petition of Bro. E. B. French and another for the perma
nent location of Alna Lodge at Damariscotta was presented, and 
referred to the Committee on Dispensations and Charters. 

Voted, That the original petition of Alna Lodge for removal to Damaris
cotta, with the accompanying papers, be taken from the tiles and referred 
to the same committee. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the petition of Freedom Lodge for its removal from Parsons
field to Limerick, with accompanying papers, be taken from the files and 
referred to the Committee on Dispensations and Charters. 

The petition of Pacific Lodge, u. D., for a charter, with their 
records, by-laws, &c., was presented and referred to the Com
mittee on Dispensations and Charters. 

The petition of Mechanics' Lodge, u. D., asking for a charter, 
accompanied by their records, by-laws &c., was presented and 
referred to the Committee on Dispensations and Charters. 

The petition of Mystic Lodge, u. D., asking for a charter, was 
presented and, with their records, by-laws &c., referred to the 
Committee on Dispensations and Charters. 

The following report was then submitted, viz : 

MASONS' HALL, PoRTLAND, May 1, 1851. 
To theM. W. Grand Lodge of Maine: 

The undersigned, a committee appointed by this Grand Lodge at its last 
annual communication to expend the sum of twenty dollars appropriated to 
the purchase of standard works on the history and progress of Ancient Ma
sonry, for the Grand Lodge library, submits the following report: 

That pursuant to the resolution of this Grand Lodge, he has purchased 
the "Historical Land-Marks " of Freemasonry In two volumes, by the Rev. 
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G. Oliver, D. D., American edition by Bro. C. Moore, of Cincinnati, Ohio, and 
has expended in the purchase and transportation of said books, the sum of 
six dollars and thirtyfive cents. 

The undersigned was desirous of purchasing the Masonic Magazine, edited 
by R. W. Charles W. Moore, Boston, Mass., but learning that a complete 
copy of that work would greatly exceed the amount of the appropriation, be 
did not feel authorized to make the purchase. An entire set of ten volumes, 
half bound, can be had for fifty dollars; I deem it of high importance that a 
complete and entire set of the Magazine be secured for the library of the 
Grand Lodge, without delay. 

I deem the work precisely such as was contemplated by the resolution of 
this Grand Lodge, passed in May last, and recommend that an appropriation 
be made for its purchase. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 
FREEMAN BRADFORD. 

Report read and accepted. 

REPORT OF D. D. G, MASTER OF SEVENTH DISTRICT. 

To the M. W . Grand Lodge of Jfaine: 
MAY 1, 1851. 

By virtue of the office which the undersigned holds of D. D. G. M. of the 
seventh masonic dis'trict, he respectfully asks leave to submit his report: 

There is a cheering interest felt in the success of our ancient fraternity, in 
the fraternal ties of brotherhood which it promises, and in the good which it 
is believed it may accomplish. In the bright day of the prosperity of our 
order it becomes every member of our lod!l"es not only to observe with great 
strictness every attention to the forms of the work, but also to secure the 
essence of which these outward forms are the representatives. Brethren we 
are by compact, organization and pledge, and true brothers we should 
be in kindliness of feeling, in affectionate regards and in mutual usefulness. 
Each successive step in Masonry should be made an occasion for a higher 
moral step in our inward life. In this way shall we prove to the world and 
give assurance to ourselves of the social and moral benefits of Masonry. 

Of the lodges in this district, I have to report that all but one of them are 
in active operation. I have visited all of them once, and some of them twice 
during the past year. They are generally in a prosperous condition. 

Rising Virtue Lodge, at Bangor, is the oldest in the district, and feels a 
deep solicitude for the honor and welfare of her younger sisters, and has 
ever been ready to answer any calls upon her for aid or counsel. 

Star in the East Lodge, at Old Town, was a colony from Rising Virtue 
Lodge, and it is evident that she fully equals the mother lodge in the masonic 
art. Her W. Master appropriately says of this lodge that "it loves to work." 
This is apparent from the fact that the explanations are given much more at 
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length than is usual in other lodges. There are slight differences in the 
work here, but not deemed material. 

Penobscot Lodge, at Dexter, has been unfortunate the past year in the 
destruction of their hall by fire; and with it their jewels, furniture, regalia, 
&c. Yet they are not discouraged, and exhibit a commendable zeal in the 
good cause. 

Meridian Splendor Lodge, at Newport, has been doing considerable busi
ness the past year. 

Mosaic Lodge, at Dover, is in a healthy condition. I visited them in Feb
ruary last, when our Rev. Bro. David Higgins, of that place, delivered a very 
able and appropriate address on the occasion ; after which the officers elect 
were duly installed. These services and ceremonies were public, and lis
tened to by a large and intelligent audience, such an audience as we should 
expect to meet in that beautiful and flourishing village. 

There are also three new lodges or bodies of Masons within the limits of 
this district, acting under a dispensation from the M. W. Grand Master, viz: 
Pacific Lodge at Stetson, Mechanics' Lodge at Orono, and Mystic Lodge at 
Hampden. And it bas afforded me the highest satisfaction to visit these 
new lodges. It appears to be their great aim to learn their duty correctly, 
that they may perform it acceptably; and I hazard nothing in saying t!Jat 
the work and lectures of some of these lodges will, even now, and each of 
them will within six months (if chartered) compare favorably with the best 
lodges in the state. 

I would recommend to the Grand Lodge to demand of Piscataquis Lodge, 
at Sebec, the surrender of their charter, their members being reduced to a 
less number than seven, and no probability of any accessions. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 
TIMOTHY H. MORSE, D. D. G. M. Ser;enth District. 

Read and referred to the Committee on Doings of the Grand 
Officers. 

REPORT OF D. D. G. MASTER OF FIRST DISTRICT. 

PORTLAND, May 1, 1851. 
To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine : 

Having attended to the duties of D. D. G. Master for the past year, I most 
respectfully report, that I have visited several of the lodges in the first dis
trict, and it gives me great satisfaction to state, that our lodges as a general 
thing are in a flourishing condition. I have received returns from all the 
lodges in this district, except one, viz: the Freeport Lodge, which, however, 
is promised to be made on the return of the Secretary, who is now absent. 
All the lodges have paid their dues except the Freeport Lodge, (which has 
made no return) and the Harmony Lodge of Gorham, which requests the in-
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dulgence of a short time, to enable the Treasurer to collect the dues of the 
lodge. 

By the returns of six lodges, I find three hundred and sixteen members, 
and that fifty-three have been initiated, fifty-two crafted, forty-eight raised, and 
six deceased, during the last year. 

I have only further to remark, that there are many discrepancies in the 
phraseology of the work and lectures, among the lodges which I have visited, 
calling loudly for some act of the Grand Lodge, whereby this difficulty may 
be avoided. 

Very respectfully, 
DANIEL WINSLOW, D. D. G. M. First District. 

Read and referred to the Committee on Doings of the Grand 
Officers. 

REPORT OF D. D. G. MASTER OF SIXTH DISTRICT. 

To theM. W. Grand Lodge of Maine: 

The undersigned would respectfully beg leave to report. 
That there are four lodges in the sixth masonic district, viz: Warren 

Lodge, No.2, at East Machias; Eastern Lodge, No. 7, at Eastport; Washing
ton Lodge, No. 37, at Lubec; St. Croix Lodge, No. 46, at Calais. All of 
which I have visited during the past masonic year, (except Washington 
Lodge, which circumstances beyond my control prevented,) and find them 
all in a flourishing condition. 

Warren Lodge, chartered ..... D. 1778.-0fficers elected annually on the 27th 
of December. Number of members twenty-one, fees $2.62Yz. Candidates 
initiated three; fees $6; amounting in the whole to $8.62Yz. 

Eastern Lodge, chartered A. D. 1801.-0fficers elected annually on the 27th 
of December. Number of members thirty-four; fees, $4.25; candidates ini
tiated four; fees $8.00; amounting in the whole to $12.25. There was also 
received from this lodge, fees for members and initiations $16.00 for the 
year A. D. 1850; whole amount received from this lodge, $28.25. 

St. Croix Lodge, chartered A. D. 1845.-0fficers elected annually Decem
ber 27; members A. D. 1849, 52; fees $6.50; candiclates initiated, two; fees 
$4; amounting in the whole for this year to $10.50. Members A. D. 1850, 37 ; 
fees, $4.62; candidates initiated thirteen; fees, $26.00; amounting in the 
whole for this year to $30.62. Members A. D. 1851,44; fees $5.50; candidates 
initiated sixteen; fees $ll2.00; amounting in the whole for this year to $37.50. 
Whole amount received from this lodge $78.62. 

Washington Lodge, chartered A. D . 1822.-0fficers elected annually on the 
first Wednesday of September; members A. D. 1850, 35; fees $4.37; candi
dates initiated, six; fees, $12.00; amounting in the whole for this year to 
$16.37; (no return from this lodge the present year). 
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Making the whole amount received from the several lodges within this 
district at sundry times since I have been in office, one hundred and thirty
one dollars and eighty-six cents,-all which has been forwarded at tbe times 
received, by mail, to thA Secretary of the Grand Lodge of the State of Maine. 

I have distributed to the several lodges the several documents put into my 
hands by the Grand Secretary for that purpose ; and would say that all the 
lodges in the district are in want of diplomas and blanks of all kinds. 
Parchment diplomas are most called for. 

I have installed the officers of Warren Lodge, and have, on application of 
said lodge, granted three dispensations for conferring degrees. 

The lodges in this district hold their regular communications monthly; 
some, however, suspend them during the warm season, and most of them 
hold them weekly during the winter season when there is work to be done. 

I have the satisfaction to be able to say that harmony prevails amongst 
the members of the several lodges in this district, with a good degree of 
attention to the ancient landmarks, and a disposition to promote morality, 
temperance and prudence; that their light is not under a bed or a bushel, 
but is in a candlestick and giveth light to all around, so that those who are 
without can see its good effects, and are compelled to speak well of the in
stitution . And it gives me pleasure to say that the institution stands well, 
and is gaining in the opinions of all good men; and so may it continue to 
prosper until every member of the human family shall come under its influ
ence, and thereby be induced to love his neighbor as himself, and do by 
others as he would wish to have them do unto him, and so fulfill the great 
and good command of our Saviour. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 
May 1, 1851. J. C. TALBOT, D. D. G. M. Sixth District. 

Read and referred to the Committee on Doings of the Grand 
Officers. 

l~EPORT OF D. D. G. MASTER OF EIGHTH DISTRICT. 

To the .!of. W. Grand Lodge of Ma·ine: 
There are in the eighth masonic district four lodges at work, viz: 
Saco Lodge, at Saco, having thirty-two members. 
York Lodge, at Kennebunk, with twenty-four members. 
Adoniram Lodge, at Limington, with forty-five members. 
Freedom Lodge, at Limerick, by dispensation from the Grand Master, 

with eighteen members; all of which I have visited during the past year, 
and have been pleased to find them all in good working order, and their 
records well kept and generally the brethren are united. 

There is a general complaint in relation to the blanks received from the 
Grand Lodge, as to quality and quantity. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 
J. HERRICK, D . D . G. M. Eighth Diatrict; 

11 
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Read and referred to the Committee on Doings of the Grand 
Officers. 

REPORT OF D. D. G. MASTER OF NINTH DISTRICT. 

To the M. W . Grand Lodge of Maine: 

The District Deputy Grand Master of the ninth masonic district asks 
leave to report: That be has attended to his duty agreeably to the require· 
ments of the Grand Lodge, and is happy to say that the five lodges under 
his charge are all in successful operation. Most of the lodges have held 
weekly meetings through the winter season, and have had work at nearly 
every meeting. The brethren appear to be anxious to observe the ancient 
landmarks of the order, and look forward to this meeting of the Grand 
Lodge with strong hope that measures will be taken to do away with those 
variations in the work and lectures which are seen in so many of the lodges 
of our state. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 
H. G. 0. WASHBURN, D. D. G. M. Ninth District. 

Read and referred to the Committee on Doings of the Grand 
Officers. 

REPORT OF D. D. G. MASTER OF SECOND DISTRICT. 

"To 'theM. W . Grand Lodge of Maine: 

Having received your appointment as D. D. G. M. of the second masonic 
district, ·under the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, I accepted the trust with 
great reluctance, because I could not, on account of business relations, de
vote so much time to the discharge of its duties as the good of Masonry 
would seem to require. 

There are eight lodg'es in said district as recognized by the Grand Lodge. 
But four of them are dormant, to wit: Pythagorean Lodge, No. 11, at Frye
burg; Oxford Lodge, No. 18, at Paris; Mount Moriah Lodge, No. 56, at Den
mark, and King Hiram Lodge, No. 57, at Dixfield. I have not been able to 
learn that either of these lodges are doing any work, or hold regular meet- 1 

.ings. It would seem that their charters were long since forfeited, and should 
be surrendered or revoked. 

Oriental Star Lodge, No . . 21, Livermore, has uniformly maintained its or
ganization. Two candidates have been initiated in this lodge the past year. 
The number of members is tw.enty.eight, and the regular meetings are well 
attended, and much good is being done under the faithful and energetic ad
ministration of W. Bro. Joseph CoYell, Master of the lodge. I have often 
visited this lodge, and always found it in good working order. 

Tranguil Lo4ge, No. 29, at Dan;vill.e, is in a flourishing condition. Six can-
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didates have been initiated in this lodge the past year, and the number of its 
members is forty.four. I had the pleasure of visiting this lodge on the 22d 
of Jan nary last, and installed the officers publicly, and on the same occasion 
delivered a short address. 

Blazing Star Lodge, No. 30, at Rumford, is in fair working order. Two 
candidates have been initiated in this lodge the past year, and several others 
have been balloted for and accepted. The number of its members I cannot 
state at this time. I visited this lodge in February last, publicly installed the 
officers and addressed the brethren. 

Oriental Lodge, No. 13, at Bridgton, is duly organized, and is doing some 
work. I was informed by their Master that they need instruction, but it 
was not in my power to visit them. This lodge has initiated two candidates 
the past year, and has sixteen members. 

Oriental Star Lodge, Tranquil Lodge, and Oriental Lodge, have made reg
ula r returns and paid the dtles to the Grand Lodge, amounting in the whole 
to thirty-one dollars, which I have paid over to the Grand Treasurer. 

Blazing Star Lodge bas made its annual returns; but the same were so de
fective that I have sent them back for correction. 

In some of our lodges intemperance has prevailed to an alarming degree 
among brethren otherwise highly respectable. 1 have sometimes thought 
that masonry has failed to fulfill her mission of love touching the sin of in
temperance, as she might and ought to have done. We can all of us call to 
mind some near and dear friend, some brother of the mystic tie, who has 
brought ruin upon himself, grief and distress upon his family, disgrace and 
mortification upon the fraternity, by yielding to the temptations of the cup. 
Have we been faithful in the discharge of imperative duty 1 Have we ap
proached onr erring brother upon the first indication of his going astray, in 
the spirit of love, of kindness and of Masonry, and given him timely notice 
and warning to escape the approaching danger that would certainly prove 
his ruin 1 Have we stretched forth the helping hand in good earnest to save 
o'ur falling brother; and when an effort has been made to do him an act of 
brotherly kindness, have we not waited too long, until the strong grip even 
is insufficient to reclaim the victim 1· Men do not become intemperate all at 
once; it is the result of habit, a work of time. No man ever became a 
drunkard from choice or design. But we have seen men, who in their bes t 
days have looked upon intemperance and drunkenness with detestation and 
abhorrence, led along step by step, the appetite being sharpened from time 
to time by habit, until it becomes the ruling passion, influencing and cou
trolling all their movements and· actions. Judgment and reason are ener
vated, prostrated and refuse to discharge their office. They are literally 
like Sampson, rising from, the lap of Delilah, shorn of their glory and 
strength. It is not enough that we so regulate indulgence as to avoid 
plunging ourselves into the very dP.ptbs of indulgence and infamy. As 
masons we are bound to set examples worthy of imitation. Our moral 
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deportment should be not only without reproach, but above suspicion. We 
should take care that our example shall not be a stumbling-block to some 
weaker brother, who shall not be able to say to the fell destroyer-thus far 
shalt thou go, but no farther. The cardinal virtues, at the head of which is 
temperance, although forcibly enjoined upon every brother upon his entrance 
into the lodge, cannot be too frequently and earnestly enforced and insisted 
upon. These remarks are designed not with a view to any special action of 
the Grand Lodge, but for the consideration of our brethren individually and 
collectively, well knowing, as I do, that intemperance, whenever and wher. 
ever it prevails in our lodges, is the bane of Masonry. I hope therefore to 
be excused for calling the attention of our masonic brethren to this impor
tant subject in which we are all so deeply interested. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 
REUEL WASHBURN, D. D. G. M. Second Dist1·ict. 

Portland, May 1, 1851. 

Read and referred to the Committee on Doings of the Grand 
Officers. 

REPORT OF D. D. G. MASTER OF FOURTH DISTRICT. 

To the M . W. Grand Lodge of Maine: 

The District Deputy Grand Master of the fourth masonic district respect
fully asks leave to present the following report: 

There are in this district nine working lodges, whicb I will very briefly 
notice in their numerical order. 

1st. Lincoln Lodge, No.3, at Wiscasset, consists of 41 members, 14 of 
whom are either permanently absent, or decayed masons, leaving 27 working 
members. This lodge is one of the oldest in the State, as well as one of the 
most flourishing, returning 17 initiates the past year; and I am happy to 
say is now in a better state than it has been in since the resuscitation of 
Masonry, with a good prospect of so continuing. 

2d. Solar Lodge, No. 14, at Bath, exhibits by Its retum 5 initiates, all of 
whom are brethren of the right stamp, upright men and masons. This lodge 
is in a happy state, and is working cautiously and harmoniously. 

3d. Orient Lodge, No. 15, at Thomaston, is at present without a perma
nent place of meeting, so that no opportunity was afforded of visiting it as a 
lodge. I was, however, glad to learn that this want will probably soon be 
supplied, when it is expected that work will be continued as heretofore . 
The return shows two initiations. 

4th. St. George's Lodge, No. 16, at Warren, although owing to a very praise
worthy degree of caution in the selection of suitable materials of which to con
struct the great masouic edifice, no initiations have taken place in this lodge 
the past year; yet it was refreshing to obsene the accuracy of lecturing, as 
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well as the harmony and brotherly love which prevail among its members. 
This you will in some degree appreciate, from the fact that weekly commu
nications have been held throughout the season, although no work was to be 
done. 

5th. Union Lodge, No. 31, at Union, I had not an opportunity of visiting 
personally, owing to circumstances beyond my control. I by letter requested 
R. W. Bro. J . W. Lindley to perform this service, but I regret to say, the 
communication never reached him. I learn, however, that the lodge is in a 
good state. 

6th. Alna Lodge, No. 43, at D 1mariscotta, whose charter was held in 
trust by the M. W. Grand Lodge, has recently been revived, and is now 
working successfully at Damariscotta, under a dispensation granted by the 
M. W. Grand Master; its members are united , and working harmoniously 
and prosperously. 

7th. Aurora Lodge, No. 50, at Rockland, returns 8 initiations, and is 
among th e most flourishing in the district; the right spirit prevails, with 
every indication of continuance. 

8th. King Solomon's Lodge, No. 61, at Waldoboro'. This lodge returns 8 
initiations, one being a clergyman, and is otherwise in excellent condition; 
with its work and lecturing, I was highly gratified. 

9th. Richmond Lodge, No. 63, at Richmond, is a new lodge chartered last 
year, and returned 10 initiates, and 31 members-all of whom have been ad
mitted with that caution as to character, which I am happy to say prevails 
throughout this district to a very commendable degree. I was gratified 
with an opportunity of witnessing its mode of work, which compares favor
ably with any lodge in the district. 

The whole number of initiations in this district amounts to 60, and the 
dues to the Grand Lodge to $153. After thus noticing each lodge sepnrately• 
but little else need be said. As a whole you will perceive that the nmsonic 
condition of the fourth district approximates in some degree to · what it 
ought to be. There is, however, some d iscrepancy in the mode of working, 
which can and should be corrected, and I respectfully ask the attention of 
the M. W. Grand Lodge to this snbject. 

It seems to be the universal wish of the lodges in this district, that further 
effort should be made for the establishment of a General Grand Lodge of the 
United States. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

S. J . TALLMAN, D. D. G. M. Fourth Dist1'ict. 

Read andreferred to the Committee on Doings of the Grand 
Officers. 
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REPORT OF D. D. G. MASTER OF THIRD DISTRICT. 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine : 

As a part of the duty of District Deputy Grand Master of the third 
masonic district, I beg leave to report: 

That I received the appointment and commission of District Deputy Grand 
Master with feelings suited to the occasion of receiving so much honor from 
such an interesting source. Since which I have distributed such books and 
blanks as were forwarded to me by the Grand Secretary, and have visited 
the lodges composing the third district, as follows: 

Maine Lodge, at Farmington, bas been visited once, and found in active 
operation with a most commendable skill and cheering zeal, fully evinced by 
officers and members to obtain the best information, and practice according
ly. Th!l installation was well attended by the members, and not being pri
vate, was cheered by the presence of an interesting group of respectable 
lad ies, together with several of the petitioners of the original charter, and all 
listened to a very appropriate address by a brother. 

I also visited Kennebec Lodge at Hallowell, Bethlehem Lodge at Augusta, 
and Hermon Lodge at Gardiner, and had the pleasure of witnessing a de
gree of Masonic zeal and intelligence very honorable to them, and with the 
facilities enjoyed by them under efficient officers, rendered the attempt 
almost hopeless for me to add much to their knowledge and improvement. 

Northern Star Lodge, now held at Solon Village, bas been twice visited 
by me, and is exhibiting a praise-worthy disposition to diffuse the advi\nta
ges of the institution, and extend its benefits approxirn11.ting "universality." 
The ins-tallation was well attended by members, and by citizens of both 
sexes, very respectable for numbers and character, and was very appropri
ately addressed by Rev. Bro. Nickerson, of Skowhegan. 

Waterville Lodge has been visi ted but once by me, although I have had 
frequent communication with some of the officers . I attended for the pur
pose of installing the officers according to notice, but the weather being un
propitious and but very few in attendance, it was postponed to some subse
quent day to be notified. It has since taken place without notice. Some 
business was transacted which evinced a respectable degree of skill and a 
commendable desire to secure masonic improvement. 

Central Lodge, at China, has been visited twice, and being constituted of 
several very respectable members of the old school, toge ther with more of 
the younger class, is rendered very respectable and energetic; its influence 
is well diffused and seems to pervade society. 

La Fayette Lodge, in Readfield, has been visited once, and the officers in
stalled by me. This lodge, though recently revived, is in a prosperous con
dition, displaying a zeal for improvement which affords a sure guarantee of 
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ultimate success. The audience was very respectable, consisting of both 
sexes, and was addressed by a young clergyman, in a manner instructive 
and amusing. 

Somerset Lodge, in Skowhegan, is where I constantly attend, and under 
its efficient and experienced Master, is in a state honorable to itself and ex
erting a salutary influence on all who visit it. 

Temple Lodge, at Winthrop, haR been long dormant, as I am credibly in
formed , and probably should return a statement of their funds and the re
galia and other property. I have several times written to them, but received 
no answer. But I am informed by a former member of that lodge, that the 
property has been sold and the proceeds added to the funds and distributed 
for charitable purposes, covering the wrong in the best possible manner. I 
should recommend, therefore, that that lodge should be stricken from the 
list of lodges, more especially as they do not think of reviving, and the char
ter is considered lost. 

Morning Star Lodge, in Litchfield, also, is not in a working state, as I can 
learn, and being so I have not visited it. I have written several times, but 
received no answer, and am able to state their standing only from hear
say; from which I learn that "no lodge exists there." From this and what 
my worthy predecessor bas received fr~m there, I think their name should 
be erased from the list of lodges "as having a name to live and is dead." 

Vassalboro' Lodge, at Vassalboro', as I am informed by one of the former 
officers, bas lost its charter, expended all its funds and is still in debt, for 
which the regalia is informally pledged; some of which is now used by the 
Central Lodge in China. As a new charter can and must be made to enable 
them to work, it may perhaps be erased, more especially as there is not 
much hope of reviving it, at least for a long time. 

The Blue Mountain Lodge, at Phillips, bas not been visited by me. I 
have bad frequent communications with it through our Honorable Brother 
Sherburn, their Master. This lodge acts under a dispensation and not by 
charter (as I supposed), is enjoying almost an enviable state of prosperity 
and seems destined to sustain a very respectable rank among her sister 
lodges. I should have visited this lodge but was advised to wait till a ball 
could be obtained, notice of which I have not received. 

The records of the lodges in this district have been well kept and the 
funds generally have been judiciously appropriated, which has been a source 
of much gratification. Some discrepancy still exists in regard to some 
minor concerns in the affairs of the institution, but in general, and in import
ant points especially, there is a good degree of similarity, and I can most 
cheerfully congratulate the Grand Lodge in view of the great improvement 
which is apparent in the several lodges; yet much more can be done, and 
will be as I have no doubt. 

Respectfully submitted, 
EUSEBIUS WESTON, D. D . G. M. Third District. 
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Read and referred to the Committee on Doings of the Grand 
Officers. 

R. W. Bro. Somerby, D. D. G. Master of the fifth masonic 
district, made a verbal report, announcing that Hancock Lodge, 
at Castine, had surrendered its charter, and that the same, with 
their records, was deposited with the Grand Treasurer. He 
further reported that the remaining lodges in his district were 
in good working order, and that peace and harmony prevailed 
among the members. 

Report accepted. 

On motion, 

Voted, That 110 member of the Grand Lodge, who appears as representa
tive of a subordinate lodge, shall be entitled to a vote in Gra11d Lodge by 
virtue of being a member thereof. 

The hour fixed by the Constitution for the election of the 
Grand Officers having arrived, it was, 

On motion, 

Voted, That the elections be made by a vote of lodges. 

Brothers Tallman, Washburn Qf Livermore, and Washburn of 
Belfast, were appointed tellers; and the votes being received 
and counted were as follows : 

FOR GRAND MASTER. 

The whole number of votes was 
R. W. Bro. John U. Humphreys had 

and was declared elected. 

FOR DEPUTY GRAND MASTER. 

The whole number of votes was 
R. W. Bro. Freeman Bradford had 

and was declared elected. 

FOR SENIOR GRAND WARDEN. 

The whole number of votes was 
R. W. Bro. Timothy Chase had 

and was declared elected. 

- 144 
.140 

- 140 
125 

- 133 
133 
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FOR JUNIOR GRAND WARDEN. 

The whole number of votes was 
R. W. Bro. William Somerby had -

and was declared elected. 

FOR GRAND TREASURER. 

The whole number of votes was 
R. W. Bro. Henry H. Boody had 

and was declared elected. 

FOR RECORDING GRAND SECRETARY. 

The whole number of votes was -
R. W. Bro. Charles B. Smith had 

and was declared elected. 

FOR THE COMMITTEE OF FINANCE. 

R. W. Bro .. Freeman Bradford, 
" " Abner B. Thompson, and 
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- 123 
98 

- 87 

79 

- 84 
84 

" " Jonathan B. Smith, were elected by a unanimous 

ballot. 

On motion, 

Voted, That to-morrow at nine o'clock A. M., be assigned as the time for 
the installation of the Grand Officers. 

A petition from Blue Mountain Lodge, u . D., asking for an ex
tension of their dispensation and a remission of dues, was pre
sented and referred to the Committee on Dispensations and 
Charters. 

Voted, That when the Grand Lodge calls off, it be until 7 ~ o'clock this 
evening. 

The Grand Lodge then called off. 

MAY 1, 1851. 
The Grand Lodge was called to order at 7~ o'clock P. M. 

An exemplification of the work and lectures was then attended 
to, until 9 o'clock, when the Grand Lodge was again called off 
until 9 o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Attest, CHARLES B. SMITH, Grand Sem·etary. 
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MAsoNs' HALL, PoRTLAND, May 2, 1851. 

The Grand Lodge was called to labor at nine o'clock A. M . ; 

officers and members as of yesterday. 

Communications were received as follows, viz: 

From Lincoln Lodge, with a statement of the suspension of Ed
mund Connor: 

From Adoniram Lodge, with a ~tatement of the expulsion of 
Josiah P . Quinby: 

From King Solomon's Lodge, with a statement of the expulsion 
of Isaac B. Humphrey, and 

From Bethlehem Lodge, with a statement of the suspension of 
Orren Leaman: and were severally referred to the 
Committee on Grievances and Appeals. 

Proceeded to the installation of the Grand Officers. 

No Past Grand Master being present, the R. W. J olm Miller, 
as the oldest Past Master present, on request took the chair, and 
in due form installed the M . W. John C. Humphreys, as Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge of Maine, for the ensuing year. 

The Grand Master then installed the remaining Grand Officers 
elect, in due form ; after which he announced the following ap
pointments of subordinate Grand Officers, who were severally in
stalled in person or by proxy, viz : 

R. W. ALLBN HAINES, Cor. Grand Secretary, Portland. 

W . & Rev. CYRUS CuMMINGS, Grand Chaplain, Portland. 

CYRIL PEARL, Baldwin. 

JOSEPH HUTCHINSON, " Brunswick. 

JoHN McDoNALD, Bangor. 

BENJAMIN JA CQUES, Tops bam. 
w. JoNATHAN SMITH, Grand Marshal, Westbrook. 

EBENEZER G. RAWSON, Grand Senior Deacon, Bangor. 

JOSEPH COVELL, Gmnd Junior Jay. 

WILLIAM KIMBALL, Grand Steward, Portland. 

JOHN D. LINCOLN, Brunswick. 

THOMAS B. JOHNSTON, Wiscasset. 

ALVIN BoLSTER, Rumford. 
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W. JOHN C. TALBOT, JR., 
THURSTON LIBBY, 

Bro. JoHN DArN, 

Grand Pursuivant, 

Grand Tyler, 

Committee on Foreign Om·respondence. 

R. W. CYRIL PBARL, of Baldwin, · 
FREEMAN BRADFORD, of Portland, 
ALLEN HAINES, of Portland. 

171 

Lubec. 
Saco. 
Portland. 

Rev. Bro. Pearl, from the Committee on Foreign Correspond
ence, then submitted a report from that committee. 

Read and accepted, and ordered to be published with the pro
ceedings of the Grand Lodge. 

W. Bro. French, from the Committee on Dispensations and 
Charters, then submitted the following report: 

PouTLAND, May 1, 1851. 
To the :M. W. Grand Lodge: 

The Committee on Dispensations and Charters, to which was referred the 
applications of Pacific, Mechanics' and Mystic Lodges for charters, of Free
dom and Alna Lodges for removal, and of Blue Mountain Lodge for exten

sion of dispensation and remission of past dues: 
R eport, That after an examination of the journals of proceedings of 

Pacific Lodge at Stetson, of Mechanics' Lodge at Orono, and Mystic Lodge 
at Hampden, while working under dispensations, and finding them con
formable to the usages of Masonry and the constitutions of the Grand 
Lodge, they recommend that their prayer for charters may be granted. 

They further report: That upon the application of Freedom Lodge for its 
removal from Parsonsfield to Limerick, it appears that said removal is 
recommended by Adoniram Lodge and the R. W. District Deputy Grand 
Master, and asked for by the members of said Lodge residing in Parsons
field. 

They therefore recommend that the prayer of said petition be gmnted. 
They further report upon the application of the Alna Lodge for removal 

from Alna to Damariscotta, and the affirming of the action of the M. W. 
Grand Master in restoring the charte; of the same, and authorizing its tem
porary removal, it appears that said removal is recommended by the Alna 
brethren; that at its location in Alna it could never be resuscitated, but 
that at Damariscotta, where a majority of the anc ient brethren of said lodge 
reside, there is a favorable opportunity for a. vigorous and flourishing lodge; 
that since the installation of officers in January last, ten have been initiated, 
seven crafted and jive raised; that two more stand accepted and that other 
applications are in the bands of the appropriate committee. It further 
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appears that the prayer of the petitioners is approved by Lincoln Lodge and 
by the R. W. District DepRty Grand Master of the fourth district. 

Your committee, therefore, recommend that the action of the M. W. 
Grand Master restoring said charter be affirmed, and that said lodge be 
henceforth established at Damariscotta. 

Your committee further report that the Blue Mountain Lodge, working 
under a dispensation in the town of Phillips, is laboring under considerable 
inconvenience, on account of their inability up to this time to obtain a suit
able place in wllich to hold their meetings and to work, together with other 
local embarrassments The R. W. District Deputy Grand Master of that 
district earnestly recommends that the dispensation empowering them to 
work may be extended, and their dues remitted. There has been neglect 
on the part of said lodge to surrender its dispensation, records and by-laws 
for inspection. Yet in view of the whole matter, and relying much upon the 
opinions of the R. W. District Deputy Grand Master of that district as to 
the prospect of said lodge and its probable influence for thP good of Masonry 
in that section of the state and his recommendations thereto, we recommend 
that the dispensation of said lodge be extended until the next communica
tion of this Grand Lodge, and that the dues of said lodge up to April I, 
1851, be remitted. 

R. W. KENNARD, ~ 
S. CARTER, Committee. 
E. B. FRENCH, 

Read and accepted, and the several recommendations therein 
contained were adopted. 

Bro. Burbank, from the Committee on the Pay Roll, made a 
report thereon, which was read and accepted, and the Grand 
Treasurer directed to pay the representatives of lodges in ac
cordance with the same. 

On motion of R. W. Bro. Boody, 

Voted, That the sum of twenty-five dollars be appropriated and paid to 
Rev. Bro. Cyril Pearl, chairman of the Committee on Foreign Correspond
ence, for his services and expenses in preparing the report of said committee. 

The Grand Lodge was then called off until two o'clock P. llf. 

MAY 2,1851. 

The Grand Lodge was called to labor at 2 o'clock P. M. 
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W. Bro. Joseph Covell, a member of the Board of Trustees of 
the Charity Fund, then tendered to the Grand Lodge his resig
nation of that trust. 

Voted, To proceed to fill the vacancy by a new election; and the ballots 
having been received and counted, W. Bro. Edwin Ellis, of Farmington, was 
declared to be unanimously elected a member of said board, for three years 
next ensuing. 

R. W. Bro. Bradford, from the Committee of Finance, then 
submitted the following report: 

MAsONS' HALL, May 2, 1851. 
To the J.I. W. Grand Lodge of Maine: 

The Comm ittee on Finance have examined the accounts of the Grand 
Treasurer for the past year, and find that there has been received by him 
since he rendered his account at the last annual communication, the sum 
of ................................ . ...... . ..... . ............... $1,309.70 
In which sum is included the balance then on hand of . . ... . . . . . . . 43.14 
One hundred dollars of this sum has been received for dispensations, 

and two hundred and thirty from the funded property of this 
Graud Lodge. 

He has paid out during the year the sum of....................... 838.65 
And there is now a balance in his hands of........ .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 471 05 

His accounts are well kept, and correctly and well vouched. 
We have also examined the records of the Grand Secretary, and find them 

kept in a neat and correct manner, and the committee recommend as a com
pensation for his services during the past year, the sum of fifty dollars. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

F. BRADFORD, } 
A. B. THOMPSON, Committee. 
JON A. SMITH, 

Report read and accepted. 

The Board of Trustees of the Charity Fund having held a 
meeting this morning for business, submitted to the Grand 
Lodge, through R. W. Bro. Bradford, the following report : 

MASONS' HALL, PORTLAND, May 1, 1851. 
To the M. W . Grand Lodge of Maine: 

The Trustees of the Charity Fund have directed me to report: That they 
have appropriated in charity the sum of two hund1·ed dollars, and directed 
that this sum be divided equally among the several masonic districts in this 
jurisdiction, and that the several D. D. Grand Masters be the almoners of 
this charity. 
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Tiley have further directed that the Grand Treasurer invest the balance of 
money that may be in his bands, after paying the expenses of this Grand 
Lodge, and such appropriations as may be made for specific objects, in some 
bank or banks in this state that he may deem safe. 

Respectfully submitted, 

F. BRADFORD, Per Order. 

Report read and accepted. 

REPORTS OF THE COMMITTEE ON GRIEVANCES AND APPEALS. 

The Committee on Gr ievances and Appeals, to which was referred a state
ment of the case of the expulsion of Edmund Connor, from the rights and 
privileges of Masonry, by Lincoln Lodge, have considered the same, and 
recommend that the doi_ngs of said lodge in this matter be confirmed. 

t-1. J . 'l'ALLMAN, } C . 
ommzltee. 

WM. SOll'lEREY, 

Report read and accepted, and the expulsion of Edmund Con
nor from the rights and benefits of Masonry was confirmed. 

The Committee on Grievances and Appeals, to which was referred a state
ment of the expulsion of Isaac B. Humphrey from the rights and privileges 
of Masonry, by King Solomon's Lodge, have consid ered the same, and rec
commend that the doings of said lodge in this behalf be confirmed. 

S. J. TALLl\IAN, } C . 
omnnttee. 

WM. SOMERBY, • 

Report read and accepted, and the expulsion of Isaac B. Hum
phrey from the rights and benefits of Masonry was confirmed. 

The Committee on Grievances and Appeals, to which was referred a state
ment of the case of the expulsion of Josia!J P. Quinby, from the rights and 
privileges of Masonry, by Adoniram Lodge, have considered the same, and 
recommend that the doings of said lodge in this behalf be confirmed. 

S. J. TALLMAN, } . 
WM. SOliiERBY, Commzltee. 

Report read and accepted, and the expulsion of said Josiah P. 
Quinby from the rights and benefits of Masonry was confirmed. 

The Committee on Grievances and Appeals, to which was referred a case 
of the suspension of Orren ' Leaman, from the rights and benefits of Masonry, 
by Bethlehem Lodge, during the pleasure of said lodge, have considered the 
same, and recommend that the doings of said lodge in this matter be con
firmed. 

S. J.TALLMAN,} . 
WM. SOMERBY, Committee. 
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Report read and accepted, and the doings of said lodge in this 
behalf were confirmed. 

The following report was then submitted: 

To theM. W. Grand Lodge of Maine: 
The committee appointed at the last annual communication of the Grand 

Lodge to ascertain the expense of publishing, in a single volume, the pro· 
ceedings of the Grand Lodge from its organi£ation to the present time, have 
attended to the duty assigned them and report: 

That they have received written proposals from two practical printers for 
publishing the same, on an estimate of its maki'ng 440 pages, large octavo. 
The expense of printing, ready for binding, of 500 copies, according to the 
proposal of one printer, would be $424; and for 500 additional copies $160, 
making the cost of 1,000 copies, at his estimate, $584. 

According to the proposal of the other printer, estimating the paper at $4 
per ream, as estimated by the former, the cost for 500 copies would be 
$499.50; and for 500 additional copies $147.50, making, for 1,000 copies, $647. 
The former proposal, it will be seen, is $75.50 less for 500 copies, and $63 
Jess for 1,000 copies, than the latter. 

One printer, in a postscript, says, " We should like to have the committee 
take into consideration in what manner the G1·and Lodge will dispose of 
the copyright of the work?" This is a subject which was not submitted to 
the committee by the Grand Lodge; but your committee would respectfully 
make the following suggestion for the consideration of the Grand Lodge:
That there be a committee appointed to dispose of . the copyright, if prac
ticable, in the following manner: The Grand Lodge to furnish a copy of the 
matter, and convey the copyright, for which the publisher shall deliver to 
the Grand Lodge fifty printed copies bound in morocco and fifty copies 
bound in cloth,-the paper, type and workmanship to be equal to those of 
the printed proceedings of our last annual communication. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 
JOSEPH COVELL, Per Order. 

Read and accepted, and ordered to be published with the pro
ceedings of the Grand Lodge. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the dues of Alna Lodge, up to the first day of April, 1851, be 
remitted. 

REPORT ON RETURNS, 

The Committee on Returns of Subordinate Lodges report that the follow
ing is a list of all the chartered lodges under this jurisdiction, with the appro
priate number of each, viz ~ 
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1 Portland, at Portland. 
2 Warren, at East Machias. 
3 Lincoln, at Wiscasset. 
4 Hancock, at Castine. 
5 Kennebec, at Hallowell. 
6 Amity, at Camden. 
i Eastern, at Eastport. 
8 United, at Brunswick. 
9 Saco, at Saco. 

10 Rising Virtue, at Bangor. 
11 Pythagorean, at Fryeburg. 

33 Waterville, at Waterville. 
34 Somerset, at Skowhegan. 
35 Bethlehem, at Augusta. 
36 Casco, at Yarmouth. 
37 Washington, at Lubec. 
38 Harmony, at Gorham. 
39 Penobscot, at Dexter. 
40 Lygonia, at Ellsworth. 
41 Morning Star, at Litchfield. 
42 Freedom, at Limerick. 
43 Alna, at Damariscotta. 

12 Cumberland, at New Gloucester. 44 Piscataquis, at Sebec. 
13 Oriental, at Bridgton. 
14 Solar, at Bath. 
15 Orient, at Thomaston. 
16 St. George, at Warren. 
17 Ancient Land-Mark, at Portland. 
18 Oxford, at Paris. 
19 Felicity, at Bucksport. 
20 Maine, at Farmington . 
21 Oriental Star, at Livermore. 
22 York, at Kennebunk. 
23 Freeport, at Freeport. 
24 Phrenix, at Belfast. 
25 Temple, at Winthrop. 
26 Village, at Bowdoinham. 
27 Adoniram, at Limington. 
28 Northern Star, at Anson. 
29 Tranquil, at Danville. 
30 Blazing Star, at Rumford. 
31 Union, at Union. 
32 Hermon, at Gardiner. 

45 Central, at China. 
46 St. Croix, at Calais. 
47 Buxton, at Buxton. 
48 Lafayette, at Readfield. 
49 Meridian Splendor, at Newport . 
50 Aurora, at Rockland. 
51 St. John's, at South Berwick. 
52 Mosaic, at Dover. 
53 Rural, at Sidney. 
54 Vassalboro', at Vassalboro'. 
55 Fraternal, at Shapleigh. 
56 Mt. Moriah, at Denmark. 
57 King Hiram, at Dixfield. 
58 Unity, at Freedom. 
59 Mt. Hope, at Hope. 
60 Star in the East, at Old Town. 
61 King Solomon's, at Waldoboro'. 
62 King David's, at Lincolnville. 
63 Rir.hmond, at Hichmond. 

LODGES UNDER lliSPENSATION. 

Mystic Lodge, at Hampden. 
Pacific Lodge, at Stetson. 

Mechanics' Lodge, at Orono, 
Blue Mountain Lodge, at Phillips. 

Tile charters of Hancock Lodge, No. 4, Village Lodge, No. 26, and Rural 
Lodge, No. 53, have been surrendered. 

The following lodges have not resumed work since the general suspension 
of Masonic Labors in 1828, viz : Pythagorean, :No. 11; Oxford, No. 18; Tem
ple, No. 25; Morning Star, No. 41; Piscataquis, No. 44; Buxton, No. 47; St. 
John's, No. 51; Vassalboro' No. 54; Fraternal, No. 55; Mt. Moriah, No. 56; 
and King Hiram, No. 57. 

From the foregoing statement it will appear, that there are now in active 
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operation fifty-three lodges, fifty of which have made their returns for the 
present year. The lodges from which no returns have been received, are 
the following, viz: Freeport, Saco and Blazing Star. 

From the returns of the fifty lodges, duly made, it appears that the num
ber of initiations for the past year has been 387, and that the whole number 
returned as members, is 1830. 

On examination, we find that In thirteen cases the returns are incorrect; 
in eleven of which no dates are given of the times of initiating, crafting, 
raising, &c., and in the other two, initiates, who have not received the second 
and third degrees, have not been accompanied with the usual fees to the 
Grand Lodge; but your committee have received assurances that the same 
shall be rectified in their next annual return. From the returns of Adoni
ram Lodge, it appears that there is due from that lodge to the Grand Lodge, 
the sum of $17.62; but the amount did not accompany the returns. Free
port Lodge has not made any returns for several years. 

Your committee regret to notice that in some cases, new members have 
not been returned, as such, and consequently no dues have been paid there
for. 

Your committee would recommend the adoption of the following resolu-. 
tion: 

Resolved, That the several lodges under the jurisdiction of this Grand 
Lodge, make returns annually of their monthly and annual commllnications; 
also of the names of all resident Master Masons within thei:r several juris-
dictions, who are not members of regularly constituted lod·ges. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

JOHN B.A.LCH1 } 

S. J. THOMAS, Committee. 
STEPHEN WEBBER1 ' 

Report read and accepted, and the resolution adopted. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the dues of Pacitic Lodge, up to April 1, 1851; be remitted. 

REPORT ON THE DOINGS OF THE GRAND OFFICERS. 

MASONS' HALJ,, PORTLAND, May 2, 1851. 

The committee to whom was referred the doings of the Grand Officers, 
would state that they have attended. to the duty assigned them, and ask 
leave to report: 

That they recommend to this Guano· Lodge tlte aooeptance of the commu
nication of our late M. W. Grand Master, Joseph C. Stevens ;_and that the 
thanks of the Grand Lodge be tendered to him, for the verrr faithful and 
honorable manner in which he performed the duties of· Grand:Mastel'of. 
this Grand Lodge for the two years last past. 

12 
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And your committee would further recommend that you accept the reports 
of the several D. D. Grand Masters; and that said reports, together with 
the communication of theM. W. Grand Master, be published with the pro· 
ceedings of this Grand Lodge . 

Which is respectfully submitted, 

HIRAM CHASE, } 
S. J, TALLMAN, Comm·ittee . 
ERASTUS FOOTE, JR., 

Report read and unanimously adopted. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the dues of Mt. Hope Lodge, up to April 1, 1851, be remitted . 

The following resolution was then offered by R. W. Bro. Brad
ford, and adopted unanimously: 

Resolved, That no dues of a subordinate lodge be remitted, unless upon 
the petition of such lodge, and the report of a committee thereon. 

The following resolutions were then offered by R. W. Bro. 
Tallman, and adopted : 

Resolved, That the several subordinate lodges under this jurisdiction report 
to the D. D. G. Masters in the district in which such lodges may be located, 
(at the time of making their annual returns, or sooner if convenient), what 
deformity or imperfection of body, in the opinion of such lodge, ought to 
operate as a bar to the institution. 

Resolved, That the several D. D. G. Masters of this state report the opin
ions of the subordinate lodges on the above subject to this Grand Lodge at 
its next annual communication . 

. On .motion, 

·voted, As the sense of this Grand Lodge upon a construction of the Con
stitution: Tbat all ballotings for candidates and for membership should be 

.bad in a Master Mason's lodge. 

The following resolution was offered by Bro. Barker, and after 
due consideration, adopted : 

Resolved, That this Grand Lodge, at this time, appoint a committee of 
three, with poweT to fill vacancies, whose duty it shall be to meet at such 
time and place as they may appoint, within the ensuing year, for the pur
pose· of agreeing upon what shall be considered the true mode of work and 
lectures in the-several lodges in this state; and that on the Tuesday next 
preceding the day a;signed for our next annual meeting, they be required to 
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exemplify the work and lectures so agreed upon before the Grand Lodge, 
who shall be required to be in attendance for that purpose at the place of 
their next meeting; the services so performed by said committee to be paid 
for by the Grand Lodge. 

On motion, 
Voted, That the first four Grand Officers of this Grand Lodge be requested 

to present the names of three suitable brethren to constitute said committee. 

And after consultation they reported to the Grand Lodge the 
names of Bros. Freeman Bradford, John Miller and Percival 
Clementine, who were duly elected to constitute said committee 
according to the above resolution. 

On motion of R. W. Bro. Lindley, 

Voted, unanimously, That the thanks of this Grand Lodge be tendered to 
R. W. Bro. Henry H. Boody, Grand Treasurer, for his faithful and gratuitous 
services in that office during the past year. 

The Grand Lodge then called off until seven o'clock P. M. 

MAY 2, 1851. 

The Grand Lodge was called to labor at 7 o'clock P. M., R. W. 
Bro. Bradford in the chair. 

On motion of R. W. Bro. Miller, 

Voted, That the Committee on Foreign Correspondence be, and are here
by requested to correspond with the several Grand Lodges in the United 
States, recognized by this Grand Body as such, urging upon them the neces
sity of taking, as soon as conveniently may be, the necessary steps for form
ing a General Grand Lodge of the United States. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the sum of twenty dollars, appropriated at the last annual 
communication, and ordered to be paid to R. W. Bro. Henry H. Boody, Grand 
Treasurer, for services in that office (which sum he declines to accept), be 
disposed of by him in charity at his discretion. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the committee who have had under consideration the subject 
of the publication of the proceedings of this Grand Lodge from its organiza. 
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tion, be authorized and requested to ascertain upon what terms they can 
dispose of the copyright of the work, and report thereon to the Grand Lodge . 

A circular was received from a committee of Essex Lodge, at 
Salem Mass., inviting this Grand Lodge to participate in a cele
bration of the festival of St. J ohn the Baptist, on the 24th of June 
next, at that place. 

Read and placed on file. 

No further business being offered, the Grand Lodge was duly 
closed. 

Attest, CHARLES B. SMITH, Grand Secretary. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN 
CORRESPONDENCE. 

·The ceaseless t-ide ~f time bas rolled another of its circling waves to the 
.ocean of eternity and borne us all a little nearer to our final rest. This 
onward rush of years, while it solemnly reminds us of our mortality and 
calls off many of our fath ers and brothers from labor to refresh ment, at the 
same time unfolds before us the stability and imperishable energy of truth 
and light and love, and in the immortal vigor of these assures us tbat man . 
is not wholly mortal. There is in the human soul a responsive echo, when 
ligh t and truth and love sweep its mysterious cords, that awakens hope and 
·" intimates eternity to man." The symbols of our mystic tie are in harmony 
with the voiceless teachings of time and the aspirations of the soul; and the 
wave that bears us toward the silent grave and the unseen land-the ·bright 
.and blessed land that lies beyond its dark waters-does also bear the ark of 
the covenant and its symbolic lights to our survivors and successors, with 
promise of help and hope and guidance for future generations, as they may 
successively greet the shores of being. Each year gives us increasing evi
dence that the mission of Masonry is not ended ; but that a work is yet 
upon its hands; and that our responsibilities, as its present guardians, are 
by no means diminished, superseded or suspended. 
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A great work is yet to be accomplished in rearing the walls and complet
ing the structure of the temple of humanity, and adorning it with the lights 
of science, the triumphs of art; cementing and strengthening with the plas
tic power of brotherly love, relief and truth, the foundations on which the 
social fabric of coming ages may securely rest, and illustrate, more perfectly 
than the fathers have done, the blessed fruits of faith, hope and charity. 

At the commencement of this latter half of the nineteenth century, the 
Committee on Foreign Correspondence meet the Grand Lodge on this cher
ished annual convoeation with May-day salutations; amid the greetings of 
"Nature's gala day," the bursting of buds, the blushing of flowers and the 
song of the birds, the gifts of our common Father; and we bring you the 
salutations of our brother man. We invite you to share with us the frater
nal greetings of many thousands, which flow to us from every part of our 
broad land. Since our last communication, we have reports from the Grand 
Lodges of New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, · Rhode Island, Con
necticut, New York, New Jersey, District of Columbia, Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Ohio, Tennessee, Missis
sippi, Indiana, Iowa, Illinois, Arkansas, Kentucky, Texas and California. 
We have also numerous letters, circulars and addresses, illustrating the 
principles and progress of Masonry, the whole forming a collection of some 
twenty-five hundred pages. 

These reports and addresses exhibit a great share of talent, and furnish 
evidence of increasing prosperity in the Masonic jurisdictions they repre
sent. At no period of the world 's history, and in no country on which the 
sun ever shone, have the lights of Masonry been so widely and rapidly dif
fused, as in our own country within 1the last ten years. Every state in the 
Union has its Grand Lodge, and its increasing and prosperous subordinates,, 
and in nearly all these jurisdictions harmony prevails, and the good work is 
steadily advancing, amid the cheers of skillful, happy craftsmen, and under 
the guidance of able overseers. 

The exceptions to this general prosperity will require less of your atten
tion, than in either of the reports submitted by your committee. 

GRAND LODGE OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK. 

In relation to the troubles in New York, we are happy to report that a rec
onciliation has been secured between that body which this and other Grand 
Lodges sustained as the only legitimate Grand Lodge of New York, and the 
St. John's Grand Lodge, whose history we reviewed in the last report. 

Nearly at the same time with our last annual meeting, a circular was pre
pared by the ' Secretary of St. John's Grand Lodge, and sent to the Grand 
Lodges of the Union, endeavoring to vindicate the course of that body, and 
appealing from the censures bestowed upon them by the masonic fraternity. 
This document was received the 16th of May. 
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At the annual communication of the Grand Lodge of New York, iu June 
following, theM. W. G. M. John D. Willard, having retired from the chair 
which he had so ably filled, and resolutely maintained in the struggles of the 
previous year, offered the following resolution: 

"Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to receive any proposi
tions, or suggestions· that may be presented to them, by any member of tbis 
Grand Lodge, or others, with a view to the restoring of entire harmony of 
feeling to the whole fraternity in tbis state; and that the committee use their 
discretion as to laying the same before the (;rand Lodge." 

The resolution was adopted, and a committee was accordingly raised con

sisting of H. W . and Rev. Salem Towne, W. Bros. Lewis,' Hatch, Dugan and 
Perry. 

This Committee subsequently presented a report, with the following prop
ositions: 

"1st. Recognition of lodges subordinate to St. John's Grand Lodge, as 
regular masonic lodges. 

"2d. That their members are lawful masons. 
" ild. That the lodges be put on the registry of the Grand Lodge of the 

State of New York. 
"4th. That eac)l and every of such lodges may at any time, with their 

own consent, come under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of the State 
of New York. 

"5th. That if the St. John's Grand Lodge sball , on or before the next 
June Communication, by a vote of their body decide to give up their organ
ization as a Grand Lodge, and proffer themselves to the Grand Lodge of 
the State of New York, their Grand Officers and Past Grand Officers shall be 
received and admitted as P. G. Officers of the Grand Lodge of the State of 
New York." 

This report was accompa.nied by the following pledge on the part of Officers 

of the St. John's Grand Lodge, viz: 

"We, the undersigned, pledge ourselves to carry the above propositions 
into effect, if adopted by the Grand Lodge of the State of New York. 

HENRY c. ATTWOOD, G. M. 
DANIEL SICKELS, J . G. W . 
ROBERT MACOY, G. SEC. 
DAVID CocHRANE, G. L." 

To th is was appended the following resolution signed by the committee 
aforesaid: 

"Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of the state of New York do agree to 
the foregoing propositions. 

" On motion, the report was accepted and the resolution unanimously 
adopted." 

The circular which brings us this pleasant intelligence in regard to the 
overtures and action of the Grand Lodge and its committee, gives us also the 
final action of the St. John's Grand Lodge, which is as follows : 

" Whereas, The Grand Lodge of the State of New York, und~r the Grand 
Mastership of M. W. Bro. William H. Milnor, did at their late annual com
munication, ad vance certain propositions, and pass resolu t ions, acknowledg
ing Lhe legality of the lodges under the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, 
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thus ending the difficulty that has so long existed in the fraternity of this 
state : Therefore, 

"Resolved, That the St. John's flrand Lodge hails, with the most unfeigned 
satisfaction, this action on the part of the Grand Lodge of the State of New 
York, and does hereby ra tify and respond to the same. 

"Resolved, That we cannot recognize the body claiming to be a Grand 
Lodge under the guidance of Mr. Isaac Phillips, as masons until they shall 
have been formerly healed by the M. W . G. Lodge of the State of New York. 

"Resolved, That an ordinance be, and the same is hereby adopted, forbid
ding the lodges under this jnrisdiction to receive as visitors or adjoining 
mem bers, any masons bailing from the jurisdiction of Mr. Phillips, until they 
shall have complied with the conditions of the foregoing resolutions." 

The Grand Lodge of Maine will share in the "satisfaction" expressed by 
both parties in view of the reconciliation thus effected, and delight to place 
on record their action in the premises as fully as it has formerly done the 
history of their estrangement. 

"Behold bow good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in 
unity." 

Great would be our joy, could we record a similar reconciliation between 
the two bodies now claiming to be the Grand Lodge of the State of New 
York. 

An effort was made at tbe time of the annual communication in June, by 
the committee above named, and a committee of five, appointed by the other 
body to agree upon terms of union; and several propositions were submitted 
by individuals of each committee, none of which secured the approbation of 
both committees, and they finally separated without anything being accom
plished. 

The body which we have recognized as the legitimate Grand Lodge pub
lished a circular in June, containing a list of more than twenty of our Grand 
Lodges, which had taken definite action in support of its authority as the 
Grand Lodge of the state. Ninety of the subordinate lodges were represented 
in its June communication. Some twenty new lodges had been established 
during the year; about thirty lodges were received from the St. John's 
Grand Lodge, and some lodges whose principal officers had been elected, and 
had accepted office in the other body had disapproved their conduct, chosen 
new officers, and they now adhere to the recognized Grand Lodge. The 
M. W . J . D. Willard having declined a re.election, M. W. William H. Milnor 
was elected in his place, and R. W. James W. Powell, G. S., in place of R. 
R. Boyd, who bad been removed for mal-management of the financial affairs 
of the Grand Lodge. 

The other body re·elccted Isaac Phillips, G. M., James Herring, G. S., and 
John Horspool, G. T. Twenty-one lodges are reported as present by their 
representatives at the opening of this body. The address of the Grand Mas
ter and the report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, of which 
the Grand Secretary is chairman, breathe an unkind and unmasonic spirit, nut 
only towards the legitimate Grand Lodge, but also towards the other Grand 
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Lodges which have sustained it as such. Much of the language they employ is 
highly offensive, and adapted only to prejudice their cause. A just cause can
not need such vindication-an unjust one cannot profit by it. The Grand Mas
ter speaking of those who composed the legitimate Grand Lodge, says: "The 
sad spectacle was disclosed of a few members of tbe Grand Lodge, some of · 
wbom had been honored with the confidence of the body, as it proved.far, 
very far beyond thei1· me!'its, conspiring together for the purpose of grtttify
ing pe!'sonal animosity for fanci ed grievances, by earnestly laboring to de
stroy the body which bad warmecl them into the only consequence they ever 
enjoyed in the community, and pursuing their malevolence, hesitated not, by 
falsPhood, fraud , cunning and duplicity, to drag in with them many innocent, 
well meaning brethren, whom I doubt not and hope have long since found 
out that they have been the dupes of the false-hearted knaves, who by a 
degree of inattention resulting in a casualty had been permitted to steal into 
t he order, and who have never known its objects nor cared to know its prin
ciples. Faithless to their obligntions, traitors to the trust reposed in them, 
they would have descended still lower into the depths of baseness to have 
successfully consummated their iniquitous designs." p, 33. 

Speaking of the action of other Grand Lodges in reference to the circular 
which he says was prepared "in a masterly manner" by the G. S. and "sanc
tioned by the united approval of the Grand Officers" and which he repre
sents as" exhibiting evidence beyond the reach of cavil of the r ighteousness 
of our cause," he says: "It wil l be remarked that this address to the Grand 
Lodges was to sustain us in our course against the machinations of our ene
mies, and not an appeal to decide for us any question or matter out of which 
it became necessary at the last annual communication to pursue prompt 
measures to take from the hands of unfaithful officers the power of further 
injuring the Grand Lodge. This Grand Lodge has for itself decided the 
question, and its rights and powers are sufficiently clear to attend to its own 
affairs ; and an appeal to other Grand Lodges to sustain us should not be 
deemed as an intention of submitting our proceedings for their adjudication; 
if it be their pleasure not to sustain us, they have the power to do so. Be
yond this their sentiments or interference becomes officious, unauthorized 
and offensive. It is, however, to be regretted that certain Grand I-odges, 
without waiting for our address and statement in relation to the revolution
ary attempts of a portion· of our members to modernize the Grand Lodge, 
should have even at the pressing personal solicitations of the chief revolution
ist and his satellites, so far have forgotten common courtesy, nay, decency, 
as to judge the matter on an ex parte statement of the discomforted con
spirators; yet it is hoped that tbe error in to which they have fallen will not be 
persisted in when convinced, as they should be by this time, of the great in
justice they have done the only legitimate masonic authority of the state. 
Should, however, a disposition be not speedily manifested by those Grand 
Lodges of retracing their steps and rendering us the respect to which we are 
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entitled, it will, however painful, be necessary for the Grand Lodge in the 
preservation of its dignity to refuse all intercourse with such bodies, and to 
exclude masons of their jurisdiction from the admission into our lodges 
and from enjoyment of the customary benefits and privileges. I hope the 
Grand Lodge will not close without investing its Grand Officers with power 
to issue an ed ict to the lodges to this effect, if another month passes without 
the Grand Lodges alluded to making amends for their unkind treatm ent. 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence in thei r report, copy with ap
probation the page devoted to the troubles in New York in our report for 
1849, and then say: "Had the Grand Lodge of Maine adhered to the prudent 
and brotherly advice of their committee, it would unquestionably have been 
regarded by the fraternity of this state generally; though we apprehend not 
by all, for we have reason to believe that those who set out with the design 
of destroying the rights of the Past Masters of this state would not have been 
willing to abandon their favorite measures at the fraternal suggestion of the 
brethren of the Grand Lodge of i\Iaine any sooner than of their own imme
diate associates in this state. But unfortunately the Grand Lodge of Maine 
did not stop until they bad made themselves partisans by resolutions adopted 
at a special meeting on the 22d of January, 1850, giving aid and comfort to 
the destroyers of our peace and harmony, and thereby rendering the fraternal 
advice of their committee the more difficult of accomplishment. The Grand 
Lodge of Maine was probably influenced to take the course of action which 
they did by the singular· and, as we think, one-sided r·ep01·t of the committee 
of the Gr·and Lodge of Massachusetts, rendered 01;1 the 12th of September, 
1849, some six weeks in advance of the publication of our'" explanation and 
vindication"' of the course which we bad been compelled to take in preser
vation of the integrity of the Grand Lodge of New York and the rights of its 
members." p. 62. 

Speaking of the Grand Lodge of Alabama they say: "TheM. W. Grand 
Master did us the injustice to quote almost at full length the scand alous re
port of the' Coliseumpa1'ty' of the fraternity in the state,**** to which re
port be united a part of the Massachusetts report on which we have pre
sented some remarks." 

Of the Grand Lodge of Florida they say that the Grand Master "abuses 
our narrative explanation and vindication in terms unfit to be repeated." 
In regard to the Committee of Correspondence of the same Grand Lodge 
they say: "After venting upon us some further abuse, similar to that found 
in the address of the Grand Master Brown, (who was also one of the com
mittee), they most earnestly and affectionately call upon every individual 
brother in our sister state of New York, whatever may be his position, to 
learn to subdne his passions, to discard all prejudice, all bitterness, all feel
ing, and in this matter invoke the aid of our Great Grand Master to aid in 
seeking the truth and especially to follow out the things that make for 
peace. We will follow this good brotherly advice, and commend it also to 
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the hearts of our liberal and prudent brethren of the Florida Committee, who 
certainly have in this matter not paid much regard to our feelings nor to the 
things that make for peace." p. 70. 

Of the Grand Lodge of Texas, the committee say: 
~·They have been mystified by a cunningly devised fable, liberal in exciting 

epithets to create prPjudice, which, if they bad critical ly examined, they 
might and would have found sufficiently contradictory in its parts to have 
aroused their suspicions of its credibility. But, in their desire to strike at 
the wrongdoers, they have mistaken the pa1·ties, and have made themselves 
partisans of the unjust in an unholy warfare. Instead of inculcating the 
masonic principles of trnth, justice, honor and honesty, they appear to have 
entirely forgotten the sacred mission of our order by adding fuel to the fire 
of discord." 

The Grand Lodge of Michigan, they say, 
"Have been altogether misled by erroneous reports and statements of 

facts and opinions which have been circulated in that state relating to the 
course which this Gr:wd Lodge has found it necessary to pursue in support 
of its integrity and original organization. On a former occasion we took 
great interest in the affairs of that Grand Lodge, and spared no trouble to 
set the fraternity there at peace with the masonic world, which we were 
happy to see accomplished, but some of them have ever since se ized every 
opportunity to carp and cavil at us for our fraternal good-will towards our 
brethren in that state, and while that unkindly spirit dominates in ~Michigan, 
we a re inclined to the opinion it would be 'love's labor lost' to attempt even 
to point out their errors." 

After dealing thus with individual Grand Lodges, the committee add: 
"Before closing this report, we feel it incumbent on us to say that we can 

conceive of no sufficient reasons which should induce us to suffer in silence 
the wrongs which have been done us by certain Grand Officers and com
mittees of our sister Grand Lodges and by the constructions of a portion 
of the masonic periodicals of the day. That they were in th<l first instance 
taken by surprise and overwhelmed with astonishment at the exaggerated 
and wilfully mendacious reports which were rapidly and extensively poured 
over this country by a set of men who call themselves masons, we might 
readily believe-and for that cause excuse-but we can find no excuse for 
the coarse, vulgar and abusive language which some of these have liberally 
indulged in, while retailing the slanders of the men whose hypocrisy and 
Jesuitism had no other resource than to del ude our friends, after a vain en
deavor to deprive a majority of the active members of our Grand Lodge of 
their rights therein." 

We have suffered this body, claiming to be the Grand Lodge of New 
York, thus far to speak their own sentiments in their own language, for 
various reasons. Extended comment by us cannot be necessary. Is it pos
sible that any of the injuries they allege to have been inflicted upon them 
by others can compare with the injuries thus inflicted by their own hands? 
It is difficult to say which is most obnoxious, the harsh language they thus 
employ in reference to the Grand Lodges of the Union, or the singular as
sumption of the Grand Master that "their address was not to be deemed as 
an. intention of submitting their proceedings for the adjustment of other 
Grand Lodges" but only " to sustain them in their course," and that if the 
pleasure of the lodges is not to sustain them "bll'!JOnd this, thei1· sentiments 
of interference being officious, unauthorized and o.tf'ensive.'' · 
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Could a more deliberate offence be committed than to submit such a docu
ment for their consideration to the Grand Lodges of the world, assailing 
with unsparing condemnation their brethren of the Grand Lodge of New 
York after such a conflict as their own a:!dress sets forth, and yet seal the 
lips of all who would not sustain them in their course 1 If the Grand Lodge 
of Maine had entertained any doubt of the propriety of their action in the 
prem ises as detailed in the repons of 1849 and 1850, we could no longer be 
in doubt after reading the proceedings of this body in New York for the 
last year. It is painful to regard it a matter of duty to spread upon our 
pages such sentiments and language and proceedings of men claiming to be 
masons, and demanding that we should regard them as the head of the 
order and the authorized expounders of masonic law in a sister state, even 
when it is done for the purpose of disowning and rebuking the spirit which 
prompts it; but we would cherish the hope that it may operate as a salutary 
caution to all who may be liable to similar exhibitions of human infirmity. 
We will even hope it may be useful to the offending party, and that they 
will consent to listen to the reproofs of sister lodges which have so generally 
disapproved their course. Will they not recansider their course and make 
the effort to suppress the excitement which must have given rise to such 
language and deportment as we have thus freely censured 1 Masonry needs 
not such lan~tuage <;>r defence-she recoils from such advocates and must 
forever disown them if such courses are not abandoned. The unanimity 
and force of the general voice of the Grand Lodges of the Union in repudi
ating ·this body as a Grand Lodge, and the thoroughness of investigation and 
power of argument by which its course of action and reasoning has been 
examined and condemned, furnish a remarkable illustration of the energy 
and talent and high moral tone which control the masonic institution of the 
country. Not one of the Grand Lodges of tbe Union has justified its course 
or recognized it as a Grand Lodge. The Grand Lodge of Mississippi does 
not jnstify the legitimate Grand Lodge in disfranchising the Past Masters, 
but undertakes to show that it had not a right to adopt the resolutions 
which changed the constitution to that end. Still she sustains that body as 
the only Grand Lodge of New York. Most of the Grand Lodges still enter· 
tain the hope thaL a reconciliation will yet be effected between the two 
bodies, and harmony restored in that noble state. The Grand Lodge of 
Maine is not behind the most zealous of her sisters in this hope, and this is 
the apology of your committee for devoting so much time and effort to this 
painful subject. 

The proceedings of the legitimate Grand J,odge of New York exhibit a 
great degree of talent and energy on the part of that body, and so far as we 
can discover, a great degree of candor and magnamity in the treatment of 
her opponents. The report of the Committee on Correspondence is are
markable document, exhibiLing unusual talent and great fam iliarity with the 
history, established principles and usages of the masonic fraternity. It is a 
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thesaU1·us of masonic intelligence, and is worthy of careful preservation and 
reference in regard to the controverted points in masonic usage. The com
mittee of the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia say of it : "Your 
committee have read this document with great satisfaction and regret that 
time will not permit their making large and varied extracts from a docu
ment of exceeding interest and power. They have never met with proceed
ings of a Grand Lodge possessing more interest, and have never seen a 
report from a sister committee, which so minutely referred to everything of 
interest in the proceedings of each Grand Lodge, and which so frankly, 
forcibly and fully expresses the views of its author on every contested point, 
and enforces them when opposed to the views of others with authority and 
arguments of such potency." 

No mention is made of the Grand Lodge of Maine in this report, or of its 
published proceedings; and as the other body does refer to them we have 
reason to conclude that our report fell into the wrong hands. 

GRAND LODGE OF NEW JERSEY. 

In our last report the committee placed on record the fact that Past Grand 
Officers of the Grand Lodge of New Jersey were present in the Phillips Grand 
Lodge, and assisted in the installation of its officers, and not only so but even 
volunteering the sanction and approbation of that Grand Lodge in this rev
olutionary proceeding. It appears also that Past Officers of that Grand 
Lodge have officiated in the installation of the officers of St. John's Grand 
Lodge, thus officially interfering as partisans in the New York controversies. 
This course is condemned by the Grand Lodge of New Jersey. Their report 
says, "your committee hold it to be sound doctrine that the Grand Lodge of 
one state has no legal right to open and establish a Grand Lodge in an y 
other state in opposition to a legal Grand Lodge existing in that state." * 

* * * Again, "now your committee presume that Past Grand Officers 
possess no higher powers than the Grand Lodges to which they belong; and 
we cannot but conclude that if such interference is unmasonic in Grand 
Lodges, it is much more so, if possible, in Grand Officers acting of their own 
motion, and without any show of authority." 

This language is just and gives evidence that our sister Grand Lodge is 
not to be placed in a false position by unauthorized acts of her Past Officers. 

GRAND LODGE OF LOUISIANA. 

From Louisiana we have no report of the annual communication of either 
body claiming to be the Grand Lodge of that state. We are gratified to learn 
from other sources that a reconciliation has been effected and the two bodies 
united under one organization. Some of the Grand Lodges whose reports 
have most recently appeared have mentioned with gratification this recon-
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ciliation as effected in a manner worthy the masonic institution and just to 
the parties. A circular from the M. W . Grand Master of the Grand Lodge 
under its present organization informs us that an appeal bas bf'en made by 
the Treasurer of the Grand Lodge under its former organization to the civil 
tribunal of that state, denying the legality of the new organization and 
demanding that an injunction be issued upon the proceedings of that body 
and that he may be restored to his office and to the rights which be claims 
have been invaded by the re-organization of that body. A notice to the 
officers of the Grand Lodge in accordance with this appeal has been given. 
We regret to leam that the trials of our Louisiana brethren are not yet ended, 
and most ardently desire that they may soon experience_ a happy deliverance 
and be able to resume their work in the most successful manner. 

GRAND LODGE OF MARYLAND. 

A kind and praiseworthy act of the Grand Lodge of Maryland deserves to 
be recorded. The Committee of Correspondence, while reviewing and dis
approving the course of the St. John's Grand Lodge and also the body styled 
the Phillips Grand Lodge, say: 

"It is impossible for this Grand Lodge to recognize the St. John's Grand 
Lodge. * * * * * * * * 

"We are free to admit that their case is a bard one; that they have been 
hardly and unfairly dealt with; but we can afford them no remedy further 
than to give them our advice and counsel. That is to ask the Grand Lodge 
of New York (we mean of the one of which M. W. J D. Willard is Grand 
Master, as that is the only one recognized by any other Grand Lodge in the 
U.S.) to re-open their case, and grant them a fair and impartial trial. If the 
Grand Lodge shall find that these lodges were oppressed and arbitrarily 
dealt with, that ~hey will remit the punishment inflicted on them, and re
store them to good standing, and take their lodges under her protection, on 
fair and liberal principles. 

"From other sources we have learned; that the late schismatics have ap
plied to St. John's Grand Lodge for re-instatement. Let them be to you as 
heathens and sinners, until they come into the fold from which they have 
strayed. Enter into no entangling alliances, which will openly tend tore 
tard your own safety. Ge t yourself into the true fold, and the1i you can 
have the sweetest and best revenge, by trying to restore to good standing 
some of those who were the chief instruments of your degradation. This is 
the ad vice we offer in all sincerity and truth; this we deem to be your best 
and the proper course; and believe it will be effectual in restoring you to 
your proper position. 

"Notwithstanding the remarks in the 'Gazette,' nearly all the Grand· 
Lodges in the Union have taken their stand, as it relates to the St. John's 
Grand Lodge and the Phillips Grand Lodge : and from that position there 
can be no retrocession. Even should the Grand Lodge of New York, of 
which J. D. Willard is Grand Master, become extinct, it would be vacant 
territory, and be filled up by lodges deriving tbeir charters from other states. 
Nor could charters be granted to persons acknowledging either St. John's or 
Phillips Grand Lodges; but to such as adhere to the Willard Grand Lodge 
or migrate from the jurisdiction of other Grand Lodges." 

The committee closed their repott with the following resolutions: 

"Resolved, That it be recommended to the Grand Lodge of New York 
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recognized by th is Grand Lodge to take into faTorable consideration the 
case of St. John's Grand Lodge on proper applicntion of that body : to deal 
with them in a spirit C>f justice tempered with mercy, and for the promotion 
of the best interests of Masonry as to them it shall appear. 

"Resolved, That the Grand Secretary of this Grand Lodge furni sh the 
action of this Grand Lodge in this case to Robert Macoy of New York." 

This action of Maryland took place May 14th, and reached the Grand 
Lodge in New York, June 4th. Similar action had been taken by the Grand 

Lodge of Connecticut, and the influence of these fra ternal appeals is dis
tinctly acknowledged as having had an important bearing on the parties in 
securing the reconciliation on the 11th of June, to which we have already re

ferred. "A word fitly spoken, how good is it!" 

We rejoice that such words were spoken by Maryland and other Grand 

Lodges, and that they have found so prompt a response in the action of the 
New York Grand Lodge. 

It was suitable that the results so happy should be commemorated as it 
was on the festival of St. John the Evangelist, as proposed in tile following 

circular, addressed to this Grand Lodge : 

"NEw YoRK, Nov. 27, A. L. 5850. 
" R. W. Sir and Brother : 

"The com mittee appointed to make arrangements to celebrate the union 
of the brethren under the jurisdiction of St. John's Grand Lodge with the 
Grand Lodge of the State of New York, have the most unqualified and 
heartfelt pleasuTe in announcing that this joyful and greatly desired event 
will be consnrnmated on St. J olm's day, the 2ith of December next. 

"Tbe committee earnestly request the presence of your M. W. Grand 
Lodge, and the members of ber subordinate bodies, to participate in the cel
ebration on this auspici ous occasion. 

"The R.. W. Grand :Secretary would greatly ob lige the committee, by 
extending invitations to the lodges within the juri sdiction of your Grand 
Lodge, and returning an answer at the earliest practicable period. 

"At a meeting of the committee appointed to make arrangements for a 
dinner, in connection with the masonic festival, to commemorate the union 
of the bretbren heretofore hailing under St. John's Grand Lodge with tbe 
M. W. Grand Lodge of the State of New York, it was on motion, 
"Re~nlved,. That tbe pleasure of the company of the first six Grand Offi

cers of eacb Grand Lodge, throughout the United States a nd Canada, be 
reques ted to dinner at 5 o'clock r. lll., on the 27th prox., at Tripier Hall, 
Broadway. 

"In pursuance of the above resolution, you will please, on behalf of the 
committPe, extend this invitation to the first six Grand Officers of your 
Grand Lodge, and oblige 

"Yours fraternally, 
"GEORGE E . MARSitALL, 
w~~. H. UNDb:lllHLL, 

·CHAHLES w. WJLLWFS, 
JOSb:l'H C. PINCK NEY, 
G. H. Bb:b:K!IAN, 

OscAR CoLb:S, 
N. N. HALSTED, 
J.D. EVANS. 
JAMES W, POWELL, 

SIMEON ABRAMS, 
Committee." 
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'l'HE GRAND LODGE OF TEXAS. 

The new State of Texas stretches her fraternal hand across the broad 
Union, from the Rio Grande away" down East," and greets the" Pine Tree •' 
state with a cordial masonic grip and a true hailing sign, and presents us her 
annual salutation in a document of one hundred and forty pages and repre
senting some seventy subordinate lodges in a flourishing and progressive 
condition. She has also some nine Royal Arch Chapters. Whatever were 
our fears and hesitation in receiving her into the Union of States, we most 
cheerfully accept her proffered hand, bearing to us as it does decisive evi
dence of masonic skill and fidelity. Her report is an able and instructive 
one, and we shall have occasion to let it speak for itself before closing this 

report. 

GRAND LODGE OF CALIFORNIA. 

California, also the golden evening star now rising over the vast Pac ific, 
sends masonic salutations to the star in the East-the Grand Lodge of 
Maine-as if she would say "Watchman, what of the night 1" Her first 
message was received in June, informing us of the formation of her Grand 
Lodge on the 17th of April. Another gives us her proceedings to November, 
1850. 

Her masonic greetings come to us with all the freshness and energy of 
her young exis tence. Six lodges united in forming a Grand Lodge in April, 
and at the November meeting five more bad been added. One of these is the 
Willamette Lodge, Oregon. The Grand Lodge had received in dues from 
subordinates nearly two thousand dollars up to November. The Grand 
Master, in a communication to the Grand Lodge in May, says: 

"The formation of a Grand Lodge for the State of California should be a 
subject of sincere congratulation to every mason here and elsewLere; for 
probably in no part of the habitable globe has its usefuln ess been made so 
manifest as in this country within the past year. Already does Cal ifornia 
number among its inhabitants persons of every nation and clime known in 
the civillzed world, all seeking by enterprise and industry to improve their 
condition in life; and it often happens that within the distance of a few 
hundred yards of a mining district there will be found many persons labor
ing together who are strangers in language, heart and feeling; but if they 
be members of our ancient order, eacll is tbe master of a language that all 
can understand, and there at once springs up that deep feeling of fraternal 
affection wllich has ever so distinctly marked and distinguished tbe mew
hers of tbe masonic fraternity above all others." 

The report in November thus states what is done for the relief of the sick 
in Sacramento city: 

"Oue year ago the masons of this city united with the order of Odd Fel
lows to provide a place for the indigent sick. Until within a few weeks the 
hospital of these two orders has had in its wards from five to twenty sick. 
For defraying the expense we have depended on voluntary contributions 
but the burthen has fallen on comparatively few." ' 

In this enterprise they bad expended over thirty-one thousand dollars, 
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more than seventeen thousand of which had been paid, leaving a heavy debt 
still on hand. 

And what response shall we give her 1 Shall California now be allowed 
to come into the Masonic Union 1 There can be but one response to this. 
Whatever may have been her fate in the hands of our politicians she will 
find a cordial masonic welcome from every state in the Union . We shall 
not stop to tamper with her existence or to see what capital we can make 
from her golden sands before we bid her welcome, nor will any state in the 
Union delay to receive her or receive her coldly through the influence of sec
tional or political prejudices. Masonry has a great work to accomplish in 
that new world, and we rejoice to see our brethren so resolutely at work in 
laying well her foundations. We have brethren there, who are remembered 
with affection as the sons of Maine, and the ornaments of masonry; and 
Maine expects her sons to do their whole duty in the masonic temple of that 
rising state. 

If we do not comment on each State separately, it must not be regarded as 
an indication of any lack of interest in their welfare or. ·respect for their 
labors, or sympathy with their fraternal greetings. The general health and 
prosperity of the order is everywhere apparent in the lodges we omit to 
name, and each may derive a saJ;isfaction from the success of their labors 
which our specific commendation could not impart, or our silence impair. 
We desire to call attention to certain features in our order and to events in 
progress which deserve more notice than we have been able to give them in 
previous reports. 

MASONIC FESTIVALS AND LABORS IN CONNECTION WITH ARCHI

TECTURE. 

One subject of interest is suggested by the frequent occasions for masonic 
ceremonies in public celebrations and in laying the corner stones of new 
buildings. A few years since our own Grand Lodge was called to lay the 
corner stone of a college edifice for our cherished "Bowdoin" at Bruns
wick. We have bad several celebrations by the Grand Lodge, or by subor
dinates in different parts of the State. Our brethren in Lincoln County en
joyed a good season in June last, and resolved to do so annually in some 
part of their masonic districts. Invitations come to us every year from 
sister states to join them in some jubilee. 

We have given you the invitation of the Grand Lodge of New York. 
Another has come to us from New Haven in Connecticut, and we have a 
graphic description of the occasion in a full and special report of the Centen
nial celebration of Hiram Lodge with an able address of R. W. and Rev. 
Benjamin Huntoon, formerly of this state. Last year we had an interestint; 
report of the ceremonies of laying the corner stone of the Washington National 
Monument at Washington, by the Grand Lodge of _the District of Columbia, 
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and this year we have the doings of the Grand Lodge of Virginia in a beau
tiful pamphlet of 62 pages, accompanied by a superb engraving of the pro
posed monument to be erected to the memory of Washington, in the city of 
Richmond. This festival seems to have been conceived and carried out in 
the genuine spirit of the Old Dominion. Two splendid monuments are thus 
rising to the memory of the Father of his Country, the foundations of which 
are laid with masonic ceremonies, and both will rise in solemn grandeur by 
the labors and contributions of thousands both in and out of the masonic 
order. 

The National Monument at Washington has appealed to all the states and 
to the masonic and other similar associations in all the states to aid in this 
noble work by their contributions, and invite each to send its block of 
granite or marble with appropriate emblems and inscriptions. As these 
occasions for public ceremonies occur, it is important that they should 
speak to tbe public ear in the true spirit of the order and exhibit the high 
character and mission of the masonic fraternity. It is time that all honest 
men should know that the emblems and regalia of our order are not an 
empty show, nor its professions and principles and instructions a sounding 
brass or a tinkling cymbal. It should be seen and read of all who witness 
our public ceremonies, or read the published accounts of them, that we are 
engaged in a noble work and one which is demanded by the wants of our 
country and our age. The world seeks light upon our principles and. 
motives, and these public occasions are now beginning to attract attention . 
and the services to be attended by increasing numbers who come in the 
spirit of candor to hear and to judge. Let them not be disappointed. Let· 
not unfounded claims be set up or invidious comparisons be allowed between . 
our order and other worthy institutions, nor let our public occasions be
come unnecessarily common; but when they occur let the voice of wisdom 
wield the cardinal truths and duties of our order in a manner not to be mis
taken. This view is evidently gaining ground. 

The addresses which come to us from various quarters are generally full 
of soul and sense, and fitted to give just views to the candid listener, Es
pecially is it suitable that we should urge on such occasions the influence of 
our order in producing harmony and good will among men. This view 
seems to have been taken in the address of M. W. B. B. French of the Dis
trict of Columbia, in his address delivered before his Grand Lodge at its 
session in May last. After describing the block of marble which that Grand 
Lodge had contributed to the National Monument, he says: 

"Thus my brethren have the Freemasons of this jurisdiction presented 
their offering at the holy shrine of patriotism-thus have they contributed 
their mite towards rearing one of the proudest memorials to the mortal 
worth of a single man that the world has ever seen . The man was worthy 
of the monument, and the monument will be worthy of the man : for it wiU 
be firm and enduring as his own principles: pure in its outward- asp.ect as. 
his own spotless virtue and integrity; and lofty. as his holy and patriotic 

13 
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purposes. There may it ev~r stand, my brethren, in the political centre of 
this great Union-an emblem of him whose name it bears, a rallying point 
around which, when danger threatens, those patriots who love their country 
may gather and draw from even the name of W ABHINGTON, new energies to 
resist any attempt to destroy that Union to establish which every aspiration 
of his soul wa·s devoted, and in defence of which he was ever ready to lay 
down his life! Let us-let each one of us-let every Freemason in this ex
tended union, at this crisis of its existence, kneel at the altar of Masonry 
and record a solemn vow to Heaven to follow his glorious example! 

"One of the landmarks of our Order enjoins upon us to be peaceable citi
zens, ana cheerfully to conform to the laws of the country in which we re
side, and not to be concerned in plots and conspiracies against government, 
but patiently to submit to the decisions of the supreme legislature. 

"It is our duty, both as masons and as citizens, to sustain the Constitu
tion and laws of these United States; and that mason who does not sustain 
them, is unworthy to wear the badge of the order. * * * * Let us all 
ship for the voyage; and blow high or blow low, aid in getting the old Con
stitution into smooth waters and a safe anchorage, and there moor her for all 
time to come. 

"This must be done. The great Union of Free States must not, cannot be 
broken up. Some Mississippian-a poet and a patriot-bas expressed the 
idea of Union so strongly that I cannot resist making an extract from his 
poem : 
" 'Say, can the South sell out her share in Bunker's hoary height 1 

Or can the North give up her boast of Yorktown's closing fight 1 
Can ye divide with equal hand a heritage of graves 1 
•Or rend in twain the starry plain that o'er them proudly waves 1 

"'Can ye cast lots for Vernon's soil, or chaffer mid the gloom, 
That hangs its solemn folds about your common Father's tomb 1 
Or could ye meet around his grave, as fratricidal foes, 
And wake your burning curses o'er his pure and calm repose~ 

"' YE D-'.RE NOT! _is the Alleghanian thunder toned decree! 
'Tis echoed where Nevada guards the blue and tranquil ~ea; 
Where tropic waves delighted clasp our flowery Southern shore; 
And where, through foaming mountain gates, Nebraska's waters roar! '" 

Masonry has a most important mission to perform iu securing and perpet-
uating the harmony of our people and the union of our states. No one can 
tell the extent of this silent influence in preserving the integrity of our 
Union. What though there are apples of discord which restless politicians 
can throw East and West, North and South, to stimulate sectional and 
political strife, and thus agitate the whole country as with convulsions 1 

Freemasonry is abroad, and she has no " Mason's and Dixon's line." There 
is no severing of the Masonic Union, and it will not be quite so easy to sever 
the political Union as if Masonry were dead. The strong pillars of the Ma
sonic Union are in the East, the West, the North and the South-they are 
planted in every state and guarded by watchful sentinels and strong hearted 
brethren. Its walls have been reared in troublous times-in the face of per
secution and reproach. They have stood the shock of the storm and tem
pest which a few years since shook the social fabric as with an earthquake 
tread. It will not be quite so easy now to rend and tear the beautiful veils 
of our temple, or sap its foundations and bury its key stone and the ark of 
its covenant in its own ruins, as some politicians may imagine. We have 
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spoken of the monuments being erected to the name of Washington, in the 
capital of our Union aud capital of his native state. That at Richmond is 
to be surmounted by a noble statue of Washington mounted on his favorite 
war horse. In that at Washington, every state will be represented by its 
block of massive granite or marble, and its chosen emblems. Who does not 
see that these monuments are but pedestals from which the spirit of Wash· 
iugtou shall speak to this whole nation ? These silent blocks shall speak 
and demonstrate that there are "tongues in stones" that can speak words 
of warning and peace across a continent. At the laying of the corner stones 
of these monuments there were certain cherished symbols and mementoes . 
There were the sash and apron which Washingtou was accustomed to wear 
in the masonic lodge of which he was an honored and useful member at the 
very time of our struggle for national existence. They were the gift of the 
noble Lafayette, and the more valued because they were embroidered by 
the fair hands of his admirable wife. There too was the gavel which Wash
ington himself used in laying the corner stone of the national capital, and 
also the Oriental Chair which he used to occupy while presiding in his 
lodge. The portraits of Washington and Lafayette were brought forth from 
their resting place in Washington Lodge, in the District of Columbia, to be 
silent guests on the memorable occasion. 

Should discord prevail, and the spirit of faction rage, and the demon of 
disunion become rampant, we may expect to see the shade of Washington 
in full regalia seated upon this monument in that ancient Oriental Chair, 
and with the same old gavel calling the craft from labor and strife, and sum
moning this whole nation to listen once more to his farewell address. 

Or should any of the Southern states be particularly restive and bent on 
breaking loose from the Union, his commanding voice shall ring out from 
that equestrian statue in the heart of" the Old Dominion," and Virginia will 
respond to his utterances in a manner worthy of her ancient fam e, and 
which shall quell the spirit of faction wherever it may arise. The spirit of 
disunion cannot go so far as to break the pillars of wisdom, strength and 
beauty which sustain our national institutions. There is a Masonic Union 
that shall pour its oil on the troubled waters of party strife should the 
storm really come. Let the lodges of our land be true to their trust, and let 
all our~ublic demonstrations bear favorably upon this vital element of our 
prosperity. 

THE WORK OF THE ORDER IN ITS CONSECRATED HALLS. 

We would call attention to the appropriate work of our order in its ordin
ary communications. If Masonry is to honor its mission on public occasions 
and if her members are to act well their part in life, the discipline of the 
lodge room must be such as to secure these ends. There lies the secret of 
its power. Hence the desire for uniformity in the work of the lodges through-
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out the country, and one of the important objects sought for by the estab
lishment of a General Grand Lodge, as well as by publishing text books. 
This is worthy of earnest and continued efforts, and it is pleasant to witness 
the increasing interest manifested in this department of masonic labor. 
Most of tLe returns speak on this subject with strong feeling, indicating a 
healthful moral tone as well as enlightened zeal for the honor and useful
ness of the order. Many of the Grand Lodges employ Grand Lecturers for 
this purpose, and where their instructions are demanded their field of use
fulness is very great. But their usefulness is not limited to the mere matter 
of accuracy in the lectures and illustrations of the work so as to secure uni
formity in modes and forms. The great object of this uniformity and of 
masonic skill in conferring degrees and imparting the symbolic instructions, 
is to give a moral force to these instructions and to engrave masonic teach
ings, and emblems upon the heart and character of every mason, so that he 
shall illustrate their power, in a well-regulated life, and prove himself a mas
ter workman in the highest and best of all human employments . The skill 
and accuracy sought for in the order in the use of its symbolic language and 
labor is of vast importance viewed in its relaLion to this higher end, in the 
moral training and discipline of all its members. Let us see bow tbis sub
ject is viewed by some of the brethren and lodges of our land. The M. W. 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Illinois-thus speaks: 

"Within our jurisdiction at this time the star of our noble order rises high 
in the heavens, clear and unclouded-no storm in its atmosphere-no cloud 
on its orbit. Prosperity, peace and harmony encircle and abide in our lodges, 
and fellowship and brotherly love bind closely together the hearts of the fra
ternity. 

"It is very cheering to contrast the present prospects of our order in Illi
nois, with its state and condition upon the first organization of this Grand 
Lodge in Jacksonville ten years ago. Six lodges, having in all but ninety-nine 
members, constituted the organization . We have now ninety-six working 
lodges, with an aggregate membership of several thousands. This great 
growth and prosperity should fill our hearts with gratitude, and should lead 
us to adore Him who giveth the victory. 

* * * * *. * *. 
"Masonry professes to be a moral and benevolent institution-having for 

its great objects the relief of the indigent and distressed, and tbe elevating 
and ennobling of the minds of its votaries. It professes to teach men to act 
upon the square, to circumscribe their desires, and to keep their passions 
within due bounds. It professes the powe1· of 1·eformation-to be abl~ by its 
teachings and usages to enlighten, decorate and polish the uncultivated and 
benighted. Such being the case, is it not the paramount duty of every mason 
to be zealous in reclaiming tbe apostate from the dominion of evil and estab
lishing him within the halo of Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence and Justice 1 

* * * * * * * •• 
"It is exceedingly important that some plan should be adopted by your 

body to produce uniformity in the work of lodges under its jurisdiction. 
* * I am greatly in favor of these instructions being imparted by a compe

tent and enlightened Grand Lecturer, or more than one, if thought necessary. 
"The services of proper and well-qualified men for this office cannot be 

obtained so long as a sufficient and suitable payment for their services re
mains so insecure, undetermined and questionable. This only can be accom-
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plished by the Grand Lodge paying to such officer or officers an adequate 
amount for labors performed. 

"The receipts of this body are amply sufficient to authorize such an ex
penditure. Many of the subordinates, and such too as most need instruction 
are too weak in numbers and in wealth to enable them to pay a sufficient re
muneration to their instructors; and I know of no way in which a part of 
the treasure of this body could be more profitably and charitably invested 
than in thus furnishing light to its subordinates." 

The M. W. Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Texas thus speaks: 
"Our masonic duties are various and important, and may not with im

punity be disregarded by any. We should be ever ready to extend a help
ing hand to a needy brother, to go out of our way to serve him, to offer to 
assist him by our best counsel and kindest admonitions, to soothe him in 
afflictions and betray not his confidence, but relieve his wants and eave him 
from falling, if within our power. * * * We are connected by solemn 
ties, and should ever keep them in active and lively remembrance, for then, 
and then only may we hope to preserve consciences void of offence toward 
God and toward men. 

"Thus living, how improved would be our condition in our intercourse 
here with our fellow men, and what a solace in death that in the masonic 
fraternity is left a father to our children, and a husband to the widow, that 
shall not fail them in the hour of adversity." 

Speaking of the office of District Deputy Grand Masters, he says: 
"A faithful discharge of the duties of that office, in connection with the 

continued services of a faithful Grand Lecturer, cannot fail to establish that 
uniformity of work and instructions which is so desirable, and for the 
accomplishment of which there bas been so much diversity of opinion and 
action by the various Grand Lodges of the United States." 

The Grand Lecturer of Texas enumerates more than forty lodges which 
he visited and in which he spent from three to four nights, and thus speaks 
of the order in that state : 

"It affords me much pleasure to say that in my opinion Masonry in Texas 
is decidedly on the advance. It is increasing rapidly in numbers, but what 
is still more to be desired, none but the worthy can gain admittance within 
our doors. * * * I am clearly of the opinion that the subordinate 
lodges now understand sufficiently well the modus operandi of initiat
ing, passing and raising candidates. Therefore, fur the future, I think it 
would be well for the Grand Lecturer to devote much of his time in explain
ing to the members of the various lodges the nature, extent and proper ten
dency of the masonie obligations, as well as the duties masons owe towards 
each other. Here is an inexhaustible field for his time, his talents and abil
ities, and by pursuing such a course he could render inestimable service to 
the fraternity; for from past experience I am satisfied that many well 
meaning masons err through ignorance of their duty and not design. * * 
* * Were the Grand Lodge to recommend the Grand Lecturer to adopt 
such a course, it would be well received by the subordinate lodges. * * " 
I would suggest, also, that it would be well for the Grand Lodge to recom
mend and advise the W. MasterR of subordinate lodges to call their members 
together at least once a month, and either deliver, or cause to be delivered by 
some member of their lodge, a lecture upon the duties of masons, and the 
nature and extent of their obligations." 

These views of the Grand Lecturer were highly approved by the lodge 
and recommended for the action of the subordinates. The Committee of 
Correspondence quote the language of another Grand Lecturer, who had 
traveled two years over a large state, as follows: 
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"I have seen the tears of the widow and the orphan dried, and them fed 
and clothed. I have seen the drunkard, the gambler and the profane swearer 
excluded from our glorious privileges. I have seen the venerable patriarch, 
whose locks were whitened by the frosts of some seventy or eighty winters, 
re-enlist under our broad banner with the ardor of youth. I have seen the 
father preside and confer the Master's degree upon his own son, and charge 
him never to disgrace the jewel entrusted to his care. And I have seen 
hundreds of our bes t citizens conducted to the Christian altar through the 
medium of masonic teaching." 

The M. W . P. Grand Master of the District of Columbia, in a former 
address, thus speaks: 

"But while we are thus in these days adding strength to the superstruc
ture of our symbolic temple, the foundations of which were in ages long 
past laid broad and deep, we cannot be too careful to guard its avenues 
against the intrusion of anything which may, in time to come, cause us to 
look back upon this time of masonic prosperity with regret. Perfection is 
not of this world; therefore we are not to look for it flven within the sacred 
retreat of our masonic sanctuary. But the vast multitude of mankind is 
made up of good and evil, virtue and vice, the moral and immoral. We 
want not among our members any whose worldly character is stained by a 
single vice. Increase of members should be the very last consideration 
which should actuate us-the increase of virtue and morality should be the 
very first." 

TheM. W. Grand Master of Pennsylvania, Joseph R. Chandler, whose el
oquent teachings found uttE'rance at our festival of St. John's a few years 
since, at Augusta, delivered an address before the Grand Lodge of the Dis
trict of Columbia, in De9ernber, 1849, from which we select the following: 

"We celebrate this evening the feast of St. John the Evangelist, the first 
Christian Grand Master of our order. Let us like him make love-sound, 
social affection, the fulfillment of the law and the test of moral merit. Let 
us in a Christian community, show the utility of our institution by manifest
ing the approximation of its doctrines to those saving truths that take hold 
on heaven. 

"But while we announce the principles of our institution as auxiliary to 
r evealed religion, let us not violate their purity nor offend the pre-conceived 
opinions of society by claiming more from them than they deserve. Like John 
the Baptist, that other titular saint of masons, we place around us the leathern 
girdle as a token of professed innocence, but we look higher for that seam
less garment with which we are to be clothed anew by the righteousness of 
another. Like the disciples of John, we wash ourselves free from the phy
sical stains of life in every Jordan that flows in our pathway, but we know 
that the baptism to spiritual life is from a loftier source, and for a holier pur
pose. With John, we eat the locusts that perish in our way, or feed on the 
wild honey that sweetens our social existence, but we look to another to give 
and break to us tile bread of life, of which he that eateth shall never die. 

"But while we humbly and devoutly acknowledge the imperfection of our 
system, as compared with revealed religion, we confidently claim that the 
purity of life which we demand, and the enlarged benevolence which we 
practice, are operative to the benefit of Christianity-that they prepare the 
way for divine truth-they make straight the paths by which it is to reach the 
human heart. 

"Brethren, the mission is yours. Be you the Apostles of the truth-be 
you illustrators of the virtues of the craft." 

In these, and similar passages which we might multiply indetinitely from 
the lights of Masonry, as they shine through our correspondence, your com-
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mittee deeply sympathize. They breathe the genuine spirit of our order, 
and recognize its high responsibilities in this age and country. 

Every lodge room and every Master of the art must be doing something ef
fectually in the inculcation of such noble principles and duties as are here 
recognized. Otu working tools must be kept bright and in action. If the 
rust of other days of inaction has not yet been worn away, it is time to be in 
earnest in setting the craft to work and giving them proper instructions. The 
age in which we live demands this at our hands. The commanding position 
of our order, and its rapid spread in our country, lay upon us responsibilities 
which we cannot neglect with impunity. The world is all astir. The active 
energies of our common humanity are seeking everywhere to unfold them
selves in a higher civilization, and a better social state than the world bas 
yet seen. Our own country is rapidly becoming the centre and focus of all 
the lights and forces of the age, and as a nation we are summoned to exert 
a commanding influence on the destinies of our race, such as few have be
lieved till within a brief period. We are to span this vast continent with a 
dense population, and with the great thoroughfares of the world's com
merce; and to stand up like men, on the shores of the two great oceans, and 
shake hands with our neighbors across those oceans, and introduce the 
Eastern and Western shores of the old world to each other across this conti
nent. The most potent energies which are hereafter to mould the destinies 
of the old world, are now silently preparing, and are rapidly centering in 
our land, with all their amazing responsibilities. We need then all the hal
lowed influences that can be employed, to fit us for such a destiny. Our 
civil, social, educational, charitable and religious energies and institutions 
will all find scope and motive. Among these, Freemasoury has a mission of 
high import, and responsibilities commensurate with her opportunities and 
capacity, and these are every month enlarging. Hundreds and thousands 
of the active and intelligent laborers on the stage of active life are clustering 
around our altars and asking leave to be employed as workmen at the 
temple; and all the more recent organizations of Odd Fellows, Sons of Tem
perance and Temperance Watchmen are rapidly increasing the number. 
We must meet this crisis like men, and guard well the doors of our sanctu
ary, while we welcome all the worthy and give them the employment and 
the encouragement they merit. Masonry has peculiar features which im
pose upon her an important share in this matter of working out the prob
lems of this age. Having a universal language, she can speak to the heart 
of all nations in her cherished signs and symbols, and find responses in its 
own dialect, where words and written languages are powerless and unintel
ligible as the confusions of Babel. 

It is the province of Masonry to give and receive; to unfold and to inspire 
the spirit of peace and good will, and to allay the strifes and irritations, and 
to diminish and counteract the repellances and oppressions which have filled 
the world with woe. It is designed to kindle the fires of love and kindness, 



200 Proceedings of the [May, 

which shall consume prejudice and indifference, cement the scattered frag
ments of our common humanity, and bind in harmony the races of men. 
But it is to do this mainly by the faithful application of its teachings and ap
peals to tbe hearts and the conduct of its individual members. It is around 
our masonic family altar that its faithful teachings are to be enforced by the 
pure example and the fraternal kindness of those whose wisdom and skill 
shall have given them a just claim to sit in the oriental chair. How impres
sively may the lessons of our order be engraven on the soul in search of 
light, and seeking to unfold and discipline itself by the principles on which 
the Institution is founded. The duties of brotherly love, relief and truth, 
temperance, fortitude, prudence and justice, faith, hope and charity-how 
earnestly may these be enforced by the symbols and significant emblems 
which m~et the eye, as well as the words of kindness which address the ear. 

It is in these labors of love, in the retirement and confidence of our lodge 
rooms, away from the noise and bustle of the work!, that our masonic skill is 
to be most signally displayed. It is in the deep, lasting, and truthful im
pressions there made upon the youthful heart around the altar, and the in
fluence there exerted over the life and character of our members, that is to 
convince mankind that our Institution deserves existence and general confi
dence. The secret of its power is in the desires, hopes and purposes awak
ened in fraternal hearts, and illustrated in active life. And in this how 
much depends on the Masters of our art! How much upon the D. Deputy 
Grand Masters in their several Districts! How much upon every Grand 
Lecturer, and every favored teacher whose duty it may be to illustrate the 
work or expound the principles of the order ! And what a range of instruc
tion in the circle of the sciences and the duties and destiny of human life, as 
embraced in our manuals, and inculcated on every candidate! The volume 
of revelation stands open, and light shines on its sacred pages. The unwrit
ten volume of Creation and Providence is also before us in fitting emblems. 
Time and eternity speak to us in appropriate instructions, and address their 
solemn appeals with authority to the inquiring soul. Why then is it not 
practicable for tbe Master of the lodge to leave his "mark" upon every 
supplicant that kneels at our altar? especially as he has at command all the 
working tools essential to spiritual workmanship 1 

Why not fix the impress of every working tool from the twenty-four inch 
gauge and common gavel to the last implement employed in the completion 
of the temple 1 There is not in the whole range of masonic art in building 
the most splendid monuments of architectural skill, a working tool which is 
not adapted to leave its mark on the heart and life of the mason, and which 
may not assist, if properly employed, in fitting him as a living stone for an 
honored place in the spiritual temple now surely and silently rising from the 
ruins of the apostacy. May it please the Supreme Architect to continue 
his providential care of the Grand Lodge of Maine and her trusty and 
industrious subordinates, and honor them with tokens of his favor in per-
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mitting them to share in rearing this spiritual temple. May it please him 
that those of us now entrusted with the work in this north-east corner of our 
national masonic edifice, shall bear some humble part in promoting order 
and harmony among the workmen and so fill the stations assigned us and 
finish our work as not to dishonor our fathers who have ceased from their 
labors, or be dishonored by those who must soon fill our places. Let us so 
discharge the duties of our trust that when called from our earthly labors 
the Master will welcome us as good and faithful servants to the joy of our 
Lord, in that building of God, the temple not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens. Respectfully submitted, 

CYRIL PEARL, } 
F. BRADFORD, Committee. 
ALLEN HAINES, 

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS. 

The following R. W. Brethren have been appointed by the 
Grand Master to be D. D. Grand Masters for the ensuing year, 
viz: 

First District-R. W. SAMUEL S. WING, of Brunswick. 
Second District-R. W. CoRNELIUS HoLLAND, of Canton. 
1'hird District-R. W. EusEBIUS WESTON, of Skowhegan. 
Fourth District-R. W . ScoTT J. T..I.LLMAN, of Bath. 
Fifth District-R. W. JoHN L. MooRE, of Ellsworth. 
Sixth District-R. W. JoHN C. TALBOT , of East Machias. 
Seventh District-R. W. LEWIS BARKER, of Stetson. 
Eighth District-R. W. JosHuA HERRICK, of Alfred. 
Ninth District-R. W. H. G. 0. WASHBURN, of Belfast. 
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ABSTRACT OF RETURNS OF LODGE~ 

UP TO APRIL 1, 1851. 

Portland, 1, Portland. Richard W. Kennard, M; Thomas J. Sanborn, sw ; 
John Russell, Jr., JW; James R. Milliken, TR; Franklin Fox, s; Ezra 
S. Bradlee, so; Joseph Fowler, JD; Lemuel Bryant, ss; Thomas B. 
Parsons, JS; Isaac Davis, r. Members, 97; initiates. 13; rejected, 1; 
deceased, 1. District 1 

Warren, 2, East Machias. John F. Harris, M; William H. Tukey, sw; 
Charles H. Talbot, JW; Charles H. Sevey, TR; F. L. Talbot, s; Fred. A. 
Wilson, so; Elijah Hall, JD; Nathan W. Foster, ss; Stephen T. Harris, 
Js; Charles Townsend, r. Members, 21; initiates, 3. 6 

Lincoln, 3, Wiscasset. Henry Clark, M; Thomas B. Johnston, sw; Erastus 
Foote, Jr., JW; John B. Mange, TR; Thomas H. Merrill, s; S. P. Baker, 
so; James M. Knight, JD; Calvin R. Har..tden, ss; James Smith, JS; 
William C. Turner, T. Members, 27; initiates 17; expelled, 2. 4 

Kennebec, 5, Hallowell. Francis J. Day, M; Leverett Lord, sw; James H. 
Withington, Jw; Nathaniel Stevens, TR; William Nye, s; Ira Cass, so; 
Greenleaf Robinson, JD; Augustine Lord, ss; Charles G. Batchelder, JS; 
Daniel Russell, T. Members, 29; initiates, 8. 3 

Amity, 6, Camden. William Merriam, M; Austin Sweetland, sw; James R. 
Glover, JW; E. G. Knight, TR; Joseph P. Hall, s; Oliver Andrews, so; 
Samuel Chase, JD; George W. Glover, ss; Benjamin Crabtree, 2d, JS; 
Isaiah Barbour, r. Members, 49; initiates, 16; rejected, 1. 9 

Eastern, 7, Eastport. John L . Bowman, ~r; Joseph Gunnison, sw; Charles 
James, JW; Thomas Parker, TR; Alden Bradford, s; John Rogan, so; 
Joshua Bradford, JD; Samuel R. Byram, ss; John R. Worster, JS; 
Thomas Haycock, r . Members, 34; initiates, 4; suspended, 12; de-
ceased, 1. 6 

United, 8, Brunswick. John D. Lincoln, M; Theodore S. McLellan, sw; 
Octavius A. Merrill, JW; Richard Greenleaf, TR; Ephraim Brown, s; 
Artemas Coburn, so; Ward Coburn, JD; Augustus H. Wing, ss; John 
Crawford, JS; Moses M. Marsh, r . Members, 38; initiates, 2; deceased, 
two. 1 

Rising Virtue, 10, B"ngor. Jonathan Burbank, M; Jabez True, sw; E . Gil
man Rawson, JW; Joseph C. Stevens, TR; George W. Snow, s; Samuel 
F. Hersey, RD; Harrison Richardson, JD; Herman Fisher, ss; Atherton 
Pratt, JS; Simeon Everton, r. Members, 44; initiates, 9; rejected, 2. 

7 
Cumberland, 12, New Gloucester. John Hatch, M ; Charles Megquier, sw; 

Abner M. Nutting, JW; William Hatch, TR; Isaac H. Keith, s; Benja
min Morse, so; Alpheus Rollins, JD; Pelatiah Lyon, ss; David Allen, 
JS; Nathaniel Bray, T. Members, 17 ; initiates, 2; deceased, 1. 1 

Oriental, 13, Bridgton. Clement J. Adams; M; James Flint, sw; Samuel 
Andrews, 2d, Jw ; George Peirce, TR; Ebenezer Kilborn, s ; Abner 
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Smith, sn; William T. Kilborn, JD; Abraham M. Savage, ss; Austin S. 
Frisbee, JS; E. L. 0. Adams, T . Members, 16; initiates, 2. Dist. 2 

Solar, 14, Bath. A. J. Fuller, M; John G. Richardson, sw; John G. Elliot, 
JW; Davis Hatch, TR; A. Matthews, s; .John H. Kimball, sn; P. Clem
entine, JD; Jeremiah Elsworth, ss; S. J. Tallman, JS; John Young, T. 
Members, 48; initiates, 5. 4 

Orient, 15, Thomaston. Edward Boyles, ~~; George Crawford, sw; William 
Lougee, JW; Robert Walsh, TR; J. D. Barnard, s; -- ---, sn; 
-- ---, JD; -----, ss; -- ---~ JS; -- ---, T. Mem-
bers, 20; initiates, 2; deceased, 1. 4 

St. George, 16, Warren. John Andrews,~~; Srtmuel Hinkley, sw; Edward 
Weston, JW; Amos H. Ho.dgman, TR; W. H. Wetherbee, s; James 
Teague, SD; James Andrews, JD; Francis Spear, ss; Edmund B. Alford, 
JS; Stephen B. Dockham, T. Members, 29. 4 

Ancient Land-Mark, 17, Portland. William Allen, ~~; Joseph Smith, sw; 
Amos E Howell, JW; Henry H. Boody, TR; William A. Quincy, s; 
John F. Purinton, sn; Joel Whitney, JD; Stephen C. Munsey, ss; 
David G. Plummer, JS; John Dain, T. Members 81; initiates, 8; 
rejected, 2 ; deceased, 2. 1 

Felicity, HJ, Bucksport. Samuel Carter, M; John H. Sherman, sw; Nahum 
T. Hill, JW; Sewall Lake, TR; David C. Homer, s; James B. Parker, 
so; Henry Silsby, JD; -- ---, ss; -- ---, JS; Samuel Dorr, 
T. Members, 17; initiates, 4. 5 

Maine, 20, Farmington. William Tripp, M; Edwin Ellis, 8W; Freeman 
Butler, JW; John Trask, Jr., TR; Joseph D. Prescott, s; William Frost, 
so; Anthony F. Hane, JD; Sumner B. Walker, ss; John P. Taylor, JS; 
Hiram Webster, T . Members, 23; initiates, 6. 3 

Oriental Star, 21, Livermore. Joseph Covell, M; Jefferson Coolidge sw; 
Peter T. Hathaway, JW; Reuel Washburn, TR; Gideon Ellis, s; Horace 
Palmer, sn; Isa~tc S. Daily, JD; Ebenezer Hinds, ss; Daniel Austin, JS; 
Samuel P. Holman, T. Members, 28; initiates, 2. 2 

York, 22, Kennebunk. Samuel Mendum, M ; Isaac Downing, sw; Stephen 
Perkins , JW; Amos Lunt, TR; William Downing, s; Orin Kimball, SD; 
George Smith, JD; Lewis Hill, ss; Mark Pool, JS; H. H. Chadborn, T. 

Members, 24; initiates, 2; suspended, 1. 8 
Phren ix, 24, Belfast. Hiram Chase, M; Daniel Howard, sw; William 0. 

Poor, JW; Josiah Farrow, TR; Oshea Page, s; Joseph S. Noyes, SD; 
William Holt, JD; David Pierce, Jr., ss; William W. West, JS; Ephraim 
C. Keen, T. Members, 50; initiates, 11; rejected, 2; deceased, 3. 9 

Adoniram, 27, Limington. Alexander H. McLellan, M ; Ivory Harmon, sw; 
William Boulter, JW; Moses Sweat, TR; Stephen C. Watson, s; Wil
liam Lord, so; James McArthur, JD; Thomas Lord, ss; David F . 
Rolfe, Js; Benjamin Blake, T. Members, 45; initiates, 6; expelled, 1. 8 

Northern Star, 28, Anson. John Pierce, 11; William Rowell, sw; Andrew 
J\kFadden, JW; Benjamin Steward, TR; Albert Moore, s; Joshua G. 
Thompson, sn; Jonathan Smith, JD; Simeon Maynard, ss; Cyrus 
Boothby, JS; Thomas Hilton, T. Members, 45; initiates, 4; rejected, 1. 

3 
Tranquil , 29, Danville. Augustus Callahan, M ; Hiram Adams, sw; Samuel 

H . Wilson, JW; Marshall Ford, TR; William White, s; Samuel B. 
Hutchins, so; Ossian Z. Cole, JD; Samuel Stinchfield, ss; Samuel 
Cobb, JS; Almond C. Pray, T. Members, 44; initiates, 7; deceased, 3. 

2 
Union, 31, Union. George Littlehale, 11; Ebenezer Cobb, sw; Edward 

Alden, JW; William G. Hawes, T; Maxcy H. Davis, s; Benjamin B. 
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Blackington, sn; Josiah H. Shepard, JD; Charles F. Blake, ss : Asa 
Gowen, JS; Philo Thurston, T . Members, 36 ; initiates, 3 ; rejected, 1. 

Distnct 4 
Hermon, 32, Gardiner. Stephen Webber, M; James McCurdy, sw; James 

Tarbox, JW; William H. Byram, TR; George H. Cooke, s; William H. 
Lord, sn; Thomas Briery, JD; George Gay, ss; Francis Blood, JS; 
Joseph Soper, T. Members, 48; initiates, 4. 3 

Waterville, 33, Waterville. Wadsworth Chipman, M; Thomas W. Herrick, 
sw; David Burbank, JW; Jacob M. Crooker, TR; Alpbeus Lyon, s; 
J eremiah Arnold, sn; Hiram P. Cousins, JD; Stephen H. Prescott, ss; 
George A. Phillips, JS; Stephen Tozier, T. Members, 3:.!; initiates, 3. 

3 
Somerset, 34, Skowhegan. Joseph Philbrick, M; Joseph Bigelow, sw; 

Abraham Wyman, JW; John Whitten, TR; ll. P. Pearson, s; Henry B. 
Neil, sn; John R. Russell, JD; Poole H. Steward, ss; Darius Daggett, 
JS; William B. Morrill, T; Herman Nickerson, CHAP. Members, 32; 
initiates. 10. 3 

Bethlehem, 35, Augusta. Eri Wills, M; Leonard Goss, sw; Moses E. Ham
len, JW; Henry Winslow, TR; Ephraim Ballard, s; Amasa Kelley, sn; 
Orrin Rowe, JD ; John R. Kelso, ss; Greenleaf White, JS; Joshua Rol · 
!ins, T. Members, 56; initiates, 7; rejected, 2; suspended, 1; deceased, 
two. 3 

Casco, 36, Yarmouth, Octavius A. Hill, M; Elijah Ross, sw; James Field, 
JW; Nathan Oakes, TR; Hobert E. Cord iss, s; Perez Drinkwater, sn; 
Gad Hitchcock, JD; Benjamin Oakes, ss; AsaP. C. Winslow, JS; John 
Gumey, T. Members 14; initiates, 7. 1 

Washington, 37, Lubec. John C Talbot, Jr., Ar; Levi Caswell, sw; George 
T. Hunter, JW; Joseph Sumner, TR; Taft Comstock, Jr., s; Samuel 
Starbird, sn; Joseph McGregor, JD; Ebenezer Oakes, ss; Salathiel 
Nickerson, JS; John Davidson, T. Members, 28. 6 

Harmony, 38, Gorham. William Burton, M; William Silla, sw; Merrill 
Thomas, JW; John H.. Larrabee, TR; Joseph G. S. Hitchcock, s; George 
L. Darling, sn; Edward Anderson, JD; Thomas J . Hasty, ss; Arthur 
M. Benson, JS; H.obert Creig, T. Members, 45; initiates, 18. 1 

Penobscot, 39, Dexter. Levi C. Morgan, M ; Isaac M. H.uss, sw; William 
Morgan. JW; T. P. Sawyer, TR; George Cutler, s ; Samuel Copeland, 
sn; Nathaniel Dustin, JD; Josiah Crosby, ss; H.euben Flanders, JS; 
Asa Merrill, T . Members, 36; initiates, 1. 7 

Lygonia, 40, Ellsworth. Nathaniel Moore, M; Seth Paddleford, sw; Spof
ford P. Thomas, JW; Nathaniel A. Joy, TR; Calvin G. Peck, s; Stillman 
H. Sawyer, sn; Edward B. Fifield, JD; William Mayhew, ss; Charles 
H. Barton, JS ; D. P. Lake, Tyler. Members, 25; initiates, 4. 5 

Freedom, 42, Limerick. Gilman Lougee, Al ; William Cobb, sw; William 
Gage, JW; Robert Cole, TR; Mark Wood, s; James Buzzell , sn; Aaron 
N. Bradbury, JD; --- ---, ss; --- ---, JS; Abner Libby, 
2d, T. Members, 18; initiates, 4. 8 

Alna, 43, Damariscotta. Ezra B. French, M; Peaslee M. Wells, sw; Isaac 
Chapman, JD; William Hitchcock, TR; William Jones, s; G. Q. H. 
Putnam, sn; Lemuel S. Hubbard, JD; Henry Melius, ss; John Taylor, 
JS; David B. Catland, T. Members, 11; initiates, 8. 4 

Central, 45, China. Thomas B. Lincoln, ~r; Thomas Clark, sw; Edward 
Gray, Jw; Amasa Taylor, TR; Bela Burrell, s; Warren Colby, sn; 
William M. Maxfield, JD; Alfred Fletcher, ss; Alonzo Taylor, JS; Caleb 
Parmater, T. Members, 32; initiates, 6. 3 

St. Croix, 46, Calais. Francis Williams, M; Alex. Todd, sw; Benjamin 
Yonng, JW; Hobert C. Stickney, TR; Charles .H. Garland, s; Seth Town-
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send, SD; Samuel Wheelock, JD; Rufus Carver, ss; G. W. Spratt, Js; 
William M. Henry, T . Members, 44; Initiates, 16; deceased 3. Dist. 6 

Lafayette, 48, Readfield. Josiah Whitten, 2d, M; Josiah F. Taylor, sw; 
William C. Fuller, JW; David Smith, TR; Edward Fuller, s; Ira S. 
Chapman, sn; Cromwell P. Hunter, JD; Oliver Bean, ss; John Stearns, 
JS; Edmund H. Frost, T. Members, 24; initiates, 6. District 3 

Meridian Splendor, 49, Newport. Grenville Flint, M ; Hezekiah Lancaster , 
sw; Joseph Knight, JW; Edmund Pillsbury, TR; Thomas Croswell, s; 
A. W. Chapin, SD; John L. Nay, JD; Orrin Footman, ss; A. H. Lang, 
JS; Nathaniel Cole, T. Members, 20; Initiates, 7; rejected, 1; de· 
ceased, 1. 7 

Aurora, 50, Rockland. Ephraim Hall , M; --- ---, sw; C. G. Moffit, 
JW; Samuel Libby, TR; E. H. Cochran, s; H. M. Blackington, sD; H. 
G. Berry, JD; Charles Clark, ss; A. C. Tibbetts, JS; Nathaniel, Me· 
servey, T. Members, 32; initiates, 8; rejected, 1; deceased, 2. 4 

Mosaic, 52, Dover. John W . Sherwood, M; Judah M. Hackett, sw; Wm . 
A. P . Dillingham, JW; Abraham S. Patten, TR; James S. Holmes, s; 
William P. Brown, sn; Paul Douglass, JD; Salmon Holmes, ss; Wood-
man W. Magoon, Js; Joseph Tyler, T. Members, 20; initiates, 2. 7 

Mount Moriah, 56, Denmark. Domincus G. Tarbox, M ; Levi P. Sawyer, sw ; 
Cyrus Ingalls, JW; Nathaniel Pease, TR; William Pingree, s; William 
All e.n, sn; Alpbeus Goold, JD; -----, ss; -----, JS; Asahel 
F. Lowell, T . This lodge was organized on the 26th of April last. 2 

Unity, 58, :Freedom. James Weed, M; Samuel Sears, sw; William Ross, 
J W; Ivory Lord, TR; Jeremiah Webb, s; William Stevenson, MAR; 
Thomas S. Keen, SD; Ivory Whitten, JD; Charles Elliot, ss; John 
Winslow, JS; Joseph Larrabee, T; Sarnuell',olleys, CHAP. Members, 20 ; 
initiates, 2. 9 

Mount Hope, 59, Hope. John Lermond, M; Wal ter Philbrick, sw; Hiram 
Fisk, sw; Moses G. Metcalf, TR; Henry Hobbs, s; Daniel Howard, sn; 
Eben Philbrick, JD; Thomas P. White, ss; Church Fish, JS; George 
W . St. Clair, T. Membe rs, 16; initiate&, 2. 9 

Star in the East, 60, Old Town. Eli Hoskins, M; Ira Wallace, sw; Foster 
Wood, Jw; Hiram Smith, TR; Solomon Moulton, s; Moses Wadleigh, 
SD; Zebulon H. Foss, JD; Ansel Smith, ss; John Newbegin, JS; Joseph 
Moulton, T. Members, 38; initiates, 18; deceased, 5. 7 

King Solomon's, 61, Waldoboro'. John Balch, M ; Lewis S. Soule, sw; Isaac 
B. Humphrey, JW; James Cole, TR; Meaubac M. Rawson, s; William 
Bearce, sD; Joseph Miller, JD; Abram T. Moses, ss; Thomas Gay, JS; 
Charles Vannah, T. Members, 30; initiates, 8 ; deceased, 1. 4 

King David's, 62, Lincolnville. Robert Davis, ~~; A. D. Knight, sw; Israel 
DeCrow, Jr., JW; David Howe, TR; James Perry, s; Minot Crebore, sn; 
Hen ry Crehore, JD; David B. Decrow, ss; Calvin H. Hale, JS; Thomas 
Witham, T. Members, 24; initiates, 17; rejected, 2. 9 

Richmond, 63, Richmond . James C. Boynton, M; Abiel Libby, sw; George 
H. Hatch, JW; William Patten, TR; Abiel Avery, s; Daniel Witham, 
SD; IsaacS. Cox, JD; Davis Blancharrl, 2d, ss; Joseph D. Springer, .JS; 
Lebbeus J enkins, T. Members, 31; initiates, 10. 4 

Pacific, u. D., Ste.tson. Horace Shepley,~~; Lewis Barker, sw; John Rogers, 
JW; Joseph Wiggin, TR; William Goodwin, s; Charles B. Wood, SD; 
William B. Ireland, JD; John B. Wiggin, ss; -- ---, Js; John W. 
Gilmore, T. Members, 9; initiates, 6; rejected, 3. 7 

Mystic, u. D., at Hampden. John J . Bell, M; G. C. Swallow, sw; Reuben K. 
Stetson, JW; Byron Porter, TR; C. S. Crosby, s; Allen Rogers, SD; 
Joshua Hill, JD; -- ---, sa; -- ---, JS; Daniel Emery, T. 
Members, 8; initiates, 8. 5 
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Mechanics', u. D., Orono. H. H. Brackett, M; W. W. Durgin, sw; Thomas 
McMillan, JW; Jacob Banks, TR; Charles Whitmore, s; John Hatch, 
Jr., SD; Andrew W. Weymouth, JD; Abner Starratt, ss; Elijah Web-
ster, JS; Abel Moore, r. Members, 17; initiates, 6. 7 

Blue Mountain, u. D., Phillips. Moses ShPrburne, M; Philip M. Stubbs, sw 
Curtis Smith, JW; William Church, ·rR; Joel W. Hoyt, s; B. F. East· 
man, BD; Seward Dill, JD; Sylvanus liobinson, ss; Ephraim Rand, Js; 
Josepl.J Sherburne, r . Members, 17; initiates, 17. 3 



~~and 1¢odgt off ~int, 
1852. 

SPECIAL COMMUNICATION. 

A Special Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine was 
holden at Masons' Hall in Portland, on Tuesday, the fourth day 
of May, A. D. 1852, and opened in due form by 

R. W. FREEMAN BRADFORD, as Grand Master; 
TIMOTHY CHASE, Senior Grand Warden; 
WILLIAM SOMERBY, 
HENRY H. BOODY, 
CHARLES B. SMITH, 

W. and Rev. CYRUS CUMMINGS, 
CYRIL PEARL, 

W . JOSEPH COVELL, 
PERCIVAL CLEMENTINE, 
EDMUND HINKLEY, 
THOMAS B. JOHNSTON, 
JOHN DAIN, 

Junior Grand Warden; 
Grand Treasurer; 
Rec. Grand Secretary ; 
Grand Chaplain ; 

as Grand Marshal; 
as Grand Senior Deacon ; 
as Grand Junior Deacon ; 
as Grand Steward ; 

Grand Tyler. 

After opening, R. W. Bro. Bradford called to the chair the 
M. W. Joseph C. Stevens, P. G. Master, whereupon a Commit
tee on Credentials was appointed, consisting of Bros. Dodge, 
Covell and Mudgett, who ascertained and reported that a quorum 
was present, and ready to proceed to business. 

This special session having been called for the purpose of 
receiving and considering the report of the committee appointed 
at the last Annual Communication, to determine the true mode 
of lecturing and work for the several lodges in the state: 
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That committee, consisting of R. W. Bros. Bradford, Miller 
and Clementine, proceeded to make their report by an exempli
fication; which was continued through the day, with the excep
tion of being called off at the usual times for refreshment ; 
when, at the close of the session in the evening, the Grand 
Lodge was called off until nine o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Attest, C. B. SMITH, Grand Secretary. 

MASONs' HALL, PoRTLAND, May 5, 1852. 

The Grand Lodge was called to labor at nine o'clock A. M.
Past Grand Master Stevens in the chair. 

The Committee on Work and Lectures proceeded in the 
exemplification thereof until one o'clock, when the Grand Lodge 
was called off until three o'clock P. M. 

At three o'clock P. M. the Grand Lodge was called to labor,
R. W. William Somerby in the chair. 

The committee proceeded in their exemplification. 

TheM. W. John C. Humphreys, Grand Master, then entered 
the Grand Lodge and took the chair. 

The exemplification was continued, with a short intermission 
for refreshment, until the close of the session in the evening, 
when the Grand Lodge was called off until 8 o'clock to-morrow 
morning. 

Attest, C. B. SMITH, G1·and Secretary. 

MAsoNs' HALL, PoRLAND, May 6, 1852. 

The Grand Lodge was called to labor at 8 o'clock A. M.-the 
M. W. Grand Master in the chair. 
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The committee proceeded with the exemplification as before, 
until 9 o'clock, when, on motion, 

Voted, That the work and lectures of the Entered Apprentice's degree, as 
exemplified by the committee, and amended by the Grand Lodge, be adopted 
and sanctioned by this Grand Lodge. 

The time for the annual communication of the Grand Lodge 
having now arrived, this special session thereof was closed in 
ample form. 

Attest, C. B. SMITH, Grand Secretary. 

14 

• 
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ANNUAL COMMUNICATION. 

1852. 

The Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine was 
holden at Masons' Hall in Portland, on the first Thursday in 
l\fay, 1852, being the 6th day of said month, at nine o'clock 
A. M., and opened in ample form in the third degree by 

M. W. JOHN C. HUMPHREYS, 
R. W. FREEMAN BRADFORD, 

TIMOTHY CHASE, 
WILLIAM SOMERBY, 
HENRY H. BOODY, 
CHARLES B. · SMITH, 
ALLEN HAINES, 

W. and Rev. CYRUS CUMMINGS, 
CYRIL PEARL, 

W. JONATHAN SMITH, 
EBENEZER G. RAWSON, 
JOSEPH COVELL, 
THOMAS B. JOHNSTON, 

Bro. JOHN DAIN, 

Grand Master; 
Deputy Grand Master ; 
Senior Grand Warden; 
Junior Grand Warden; 
Grand Treasurer; 
Rec. Grand Secretary ; 
Cor. Grand Secretary; 
Grand Chaplain ; 

Grand Marshal; 
Grand Senior Deacon ; 
Grand Junior Deacon; 
Grand Steward ; 
Grand Tyler. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. Bro. Cummings, Gr!tnd Chaplain. 

The Grand Master announced the appointment of a Commit
tee on Credentials, consisting of Bra's Dodge, Mudgett and 
Covell; who after attending to the duties assigned them re
ported:-

That they find the lodges under this jurisdiction represented as follows, 
viz: 

1 Portland, at Portland, by R. W. Kennard, WM; Thomas J. Sanborn, 
SW; John Russell, Jr., JW. 
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2 Warren, at East Machias, by A. F . Wilson, Proxy. 
3 Lincoln, at Wiscasset, by T. B. Johnston, WM; Erastus Foote, Jr., SW ; 

D. K. Kennedy, JW. 
5 K ennebec, at Hallowell, by William Nye, Proxy. 
6 Amity, at Camden, by Austin Sweetland, WM; John Glover, Proxy. 
7 Ea.stern, at Eastport, by Charles Loring, Proxy. 
8 United, at Brunswick, by Octavius A. Merrill, SW; A. W. Purrington, 

Proxy. 
9 Saco, at Sa,co, by Thurston Libby, SW. 

10 Rising Virtue, at Bangor, by Jabez True, WM; E. G. Rawson, SW. 
12 Cumberland, at New Gloucester, by John Hatch, Proxy. 
13 Oriental, at Bridgton, by A.M. Savage, WM. 
14 Solar, at Bath, by A. J . Fuller, WM; J. H. Kimball, JW; Thomas 

Eaton, Proxy. 
15 Orient, at Thomaston, by George Crawford, WM; J . D. 'Barnard, Proxy. 
16 St. George, at Warren, by Edmund Hinkley, SW; John Miller, Proxy. 
17 Ancient Land-lrfark, at Portland, by William Allen, WM; Joseph Smith, 

SW; Amos E. Howell, JW. 
19 Felicity, at Bucksport, by Samuel Carter, Proxy. 
20 lJfaine, at Farmington, by John H. Willard, SW. 

21 01;iental Star, at Livermore, by Joseph Covell, WM; D. G. Plummer, 
Proxy. 

22 York, at Kennebunk, by Isaac Downing, WM; Samuel Mendum, Proxy. 
23 F1·eeport, at Freeport, by Samuel Thing, S W; R. R. Kendall, Proxy. 
24 Phrenix, at Belfast, by Benjamin Kelly, WM; William 0. Poor, SW. 
28 Northern Star, at Anson, by Benjamin Stewart, Proxy. 
29 Tmnquil, at Danville, by S. H. Wilson, WM. 
31 Union, at Union, by Lewis Andrews, WM. 
32 Hermon, at Gardiner, by Stephen Webber, WM; E. A. Chadwick, SW; 

L. H. Green, Proxy. 
33 Waterville, at Waterville, by J. Arnold, WM. 
34 Somerset, at Skowhegan, by James Philbrick, WM; Joseph Bigelow, 

SW; Abraham Wyman,JW. 
35 B ethlehem, at Augusta, by Moses E. Hamlin, SW; Orin Ro'we, JW; 

Amasa Kelley, proxy. 
36 Casco, at Yarmouth, by 0 . A. Hill, WM. 
38 H a1·mony, at Gorham, by William Burton, WM; Merrill Thomas, JW. 
39 Penobscot, at Dexter, by Reuben Flanders, proxy. 
40 Lygonia, at Ellsworth, by Seth Paddleford, WM. 
42 Freedom, at Limerick, by Gilman Lougee, WM; George L. Darling, proxy . 
43 Alna, at Damariscotta, by E . B. French, WM; Isaac Chapman, JW. 
45 Centml, at China, by Edward Gray, SW. 
46 St. C1·oix, at Calais, by Sewall Waterhouse, proxy. 
48 Lafayette, at Readfield, by William C. Fuller, SW. 
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49 Meridian Splendor, at Newport, by Edmund Pillsbury, Proxy. 
50 Aurora, at Rockland, by Zenas Colby, proxy. 

[May, 

52 Mosaic, at Dover, by J. W. Sherwood, WM; David Higgins, proxy. 
56 Mount Moriah, at Denmark, by J.P. Sawyer, proxy. 
58 Unity, at Freedom, by Samuel B. Dodge,WM. 
59 Mount Hope, at Hope, by Walter Philbrick, WM. 
80 Star in the East, at Old Town, by John H. Smith, SW. 
61 King Solomon's, at Waldoboro', by Lewis S. Soule, WM; Joseph Miller, 

S W ; Henry Clays, proxy. 
62 King .David's, at Lincolnville, by Joseph S. Noyes, proxy. 
63 Richmond, at Richmond, by J. C. Boynton, WM; Abiel Avery, Proxy. 
64 Pacific, at Stetson, by Horace Shepley, WM. 
65 ~Mystic, at Hampden, by B. F. Mudgett, WM; John J . Bell, proxy. 
66 Mechanics', at Orono, by Thomas McMillan, S W; John Williams, proxy. 

PERMANENT MEMBERS. 

M. W. Robert P. Dunlap, Joseph C. Stevens and Abner B. Thompson, 
Past Grand Masters. 

Report read and accepted. 

The following District Deputy Grand Masters were also pres
ent, viz: 

First District-R. W. Samuel S. Wing. 
Second District-R. W. Cornel ins Holland. 
Third District-R. W. Eusebius Weston. 
Fifth District-R. W. John L. Moore. 
Seventh District-R. W. Lewis Barker. 
Eighth Di8trict-R. W. Joshua Herrick. 
Ninth District-R. W. H. G. 0. Washburn. 

The M. W. Grand Master then announced the following Stand
ing Committees, viz : 

On Dispensations and Charters.-Bros. Allen of Portland, Kelley of Bel
fast, and Webber of Gardiner. 

On Doings of the Grand Officers.-Bros. Willard of Wilton, Philbrick of 
Skowhegan, and Glover of Camden. 

On Returns-Bros. Johnston of Wiscasset, Paddleford of Ellsworth, and 
Merrill of Topsham. 

On Grievances and Appeals.-Bros. Mudgett of Hampden, Washburn of 
Belfast, and Covell of Livermore. 

On the Pay Roll.-Bros. Bell of Carmel, F uller of Bath, and Kennard of 
Portland. 
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The M. W. Grand Master then addressed the Grand Lodge, 
exhibiting a statement of his official acts during the past year, 
together with the general condition and prospects of the frater
nity in this jurisdiction. He also submitted a report in relation 
to certain differences existing in .Adoniram Lodge, No. 27, and 
among the members thereof. 

Whereupon, on motion, 

Voted, That the Grand Master's report in relation to difficulties in Ado
niram Lodge, with the papers referring to the same, be referred to a special 
committee . 

.And Bros. French, Carter and True were appointed. 

The question of the rank of Solar Lodge, No. 14, at Bath, 
whose original charter had been lost and renewed some few 
years since by the Grand Lodge, was presented and referred to 
the Committee on Dispensations and Charters . 

.A report and sundry resolutions of Rising Virtue Lodge, No. 
10, at Bangor, containing charges against Meridian Splendor 
Lodge, No. 49, at Newport, and Granville Flint, late Master 
thereof, were presented and referred to the Committee on_ 
Grievances and .Appeals. 

The memorial of sundry members of Hermon Lodge was pre
sented, and referred to the Committee on Grievances and .Ap
peals. 

R. W. Bro. Boody, Grand Treasurer, then made his annual _ 
report, which was read and accepted. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the thanks of the Grand Lodge be, and are hereby tendered · 
toR. W. Bro. Henry H. Boody, Grand Treasurer, for his faithful services in 
that office the past year. 

The memorial and appeal of George Nichols, from a sentence 
of expulsion passed against him by Meridian Splendor Lodge, 
No. 49, was p~·esented, and referr.ed.. to the Committee on Griev" 
ances and .Appeals. 
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Petitions of Mount Moriah Lodge at Denmark, Penobscot 
Lodge at Dexter, Mechanics' Lodge at Orono, and Mystic Lodge 
at Hampden, for remission of dues, were presented and referred 
to a special committee, consisting of Bros. Holland, Foote and 
Noyes. 

A petition from Blue Mountain Lodge, u. D., at Phillips, 
praying for a charter, together with copies of their records and 
by-laws, was presented, and referred to the Committee on Dis
pensations and Charters. 

A petition was presented from Fraternal Lodge, at Shapleigh, 
p raying for a dispensation to remove said lodge to the town of 
.Alfred. Referred to the Committee on Dispensations and Char
ters. 

A memorial from Meridian Splendor Lodge, No. 49, at New
port, was presented, and referred to the Committee on Griev

. ances and Appeals. 

Petitions from Mariners' Lodge, u. D., at Searsport, and of 
Howard ·Lodge, u. D., at Frankfort, (with copies of their records 
and by-laws), for extension of their dispensations; of Edward 
Gray and others for renewal of the charter of Vassalboro' 
Lodge, at Vassalboro', and of Oriental Lodge, at Bridgton, for a 
dispensation to hold the meetings of said lodge alternately at 
Bridgton and Naples, were presented, and referred to the Com
mittee on Dispensations and Charters. 

R. W. Bro. Boody, Grand Treasurer, being out of health, was, 
at his request, excused from any further attendance at this ses
sion; and vV. Bro. Moses Dodge was appointed by the Grand 
.Masteil:' as Grand Treasurer, pro tem. 

W. and Rev. Cyril P earl, chairman of the Committee on For
·eign Correspondence, then submitted their annual rep9rt, which 
was read and accepted and ordered to be published with the 
proceedings of the Grand Lodge. 

The same committee also submitted a report upon the subject 
,of the formation of a General Grand Lodge of the United States. 
Read and laid upon the table. 
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The several reports received from lodges in this jurisdiction 
upon the subject of the physical deformity of candidates as a 
bar to the privileges of Freemasonry, were then referred to a 
select committee, consisting of Bros. Pearl of Baldwin, Barker 
of Stetson, and Stevens of Bangor, to report thereon at the next 
annual communication of the Grand Lodge. 

The Grand Lodge was then called off until three o'clock P. M. 

MAsoNs' HALL, PoRTLAND, May 6, 1852. 

The Grand Lodge was called to labor at 3 o'clock P. M. The 
Grand Master in the chair. 

Reports were received from the D. D. G. Masters of the 1st, 
2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th Districts, and referred to the 
Committee on the Doings of the Grand Officers. 

ELECTION OF GRAND OFFICERS. 

The Grand Lodge having determined now to proceed to the 
election of the Grand Officers for the ensuing year, the M. W. 
Abner B. Thompson, P . G. Master, was called to the chair, Bros. 
Stevens, Clementine and Joseph Smith were appointed tellers, 
and the following brethren were duly elected, viz : 

M . W. JonN C. HuMPHREYS, 

R. W. FREEMAN BRADFORD, 

TIMOTHY CHASE, 

WILLIAM SOMERBY, 

HENRY H. BooDY, 

CHARLES B. SMITH, 

Grand Master, 
Deputy Grand Master, 
Senior Grand Warden, 
Jun·ior G·rand }Varden, 
Grand Treasurer, 
Rec. G. Sec1·etary, 

Committee of Finance. 

Brunswick; 

Portland; 
Belfast; 

Ellsworth; 
Portland; 
Portland. 

Bros. FREEMAN BRADFORD, ABNER B. THOMPSON, JONATHAN 8~11TH. 

Trustees of the Charity Fund. 
Bros. A. J . FuLLER, EzRA B. FRENCH. 

Bro. Jonathan' Smith, on whose motion the report of the Com-
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mittee on the subject of a General Grand Lodge, was laid on the 
table, now called up the report, and the same having been con
sidered and discussed, was adopted and ordered to be published 
with the proceedings of the Grand Lodge, and also in the form 
of a circular for distribution as therein proposed. 

The following report was then submitted: 

IN SESSION, May 6, 1852. 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine : 

The committee appointed to take into consideration the subject of remis
sion of dues, having attended to said duty, ask leave to report, that in their 
opinion the following amounts of dues should be remitted to the several 
lodges hereafter named, viz : 
Mt. Moriah Lodge, at Denmark, ...... . .......................... $15.75 
Penobscot Dexter, •.•...••.......•..........•......•. 26.87~ 
Mechanics' Orono, ......••.....•.•.......•.....••..... 25.00 
Mystic, Hampden,.. . . . . • • • . . • • . • . • • . . . . . • . . • • • • • • . . 25.00 

All wbich is respectfully submitted, 

CORNELIUS HOLLAND, } 
ERASTUS FOOTE, JR., Committee. 
JOSEPH S. NOYES, 

Report read and accepted, and the several sums remitted as 
therein recommended. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the M. W. Grand Master be requested to report to the Grand 
Lodge, at its next annual communication, a definite plan for the establish
ment of charity fands in the several subordinate lodges in this jurisdiction. 

The M. W. Grand Master then announced the following ap
pointments of subordinate Grand Officers for the ensuing year : 

R.W. ALLEN HAINES, Cor. Grand Secretary, Portland. 

W. & Rev. CYRUS CuMMINGS, Grand Chaplain, Portland. 

CYRIL PEARL, Baldwin. 

" JosEPH HuTCHINSON, Brunswick. 

JoHN McDoNALD, Bangor. 

BENJAMIN JACQUES, Topsham. 

DAVID HIGGINS, Wiscasset . 

w. JoNATHAN SMITH, Grand Marshal, Westbrook. 

EBENEZER G. RAWSON, Grand Senior Deacon, Bangor. 

JosEPH CovELL. Grand Junior Deacon, Jay. 
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w. JOHN D. LINCOLN, 
JOHN J. BELL, 

Grand Steward, 

J. M. CROOKER, 

SAMUEL CHASE, 
J. C. BOYNTON, 
0. A. MERRILL, 

Bro. JoHN D..uN, 

Grand Pursuivant, 

" 
Grand Tyler, 

Committee on Foreign Correspondence. 

R W. CYRIL PEARL, of Baldwin. 
FREEMAN BRADFORD, of Portland. 
ALLEN HAINES, of Por tland. 
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Brunswick. 
Carmel. 
Waterville. 
Portland. 
Richmond. 

Topsham. 
Portland. 

The Grand Lodge then entered upon the consideration of the 
report of the committee on the work and lectures of the order, 
by an exemplification thereof in the Fellow Craft's degree; and 
after due deliberation and making some small corrections, it 
was, on motion, 

Voted, That the work and lectures of the Fellow Craft's degree, as exem
plified by the committee and amended by the Grand Lodge, be adopted and 

sanctioned by this Grand Lodge. 

Called off until seven o'clock P. M. 

MAsoNs' HALL, PoRTLAND, May 6, 1852. 

The Grand Lodge was called to labor at seven o'clock P. 1\1. 

The M. W. Grand Master in the chair. 

The Grand Lodge devoted the evening session to the exem· 
plification of the wovk and lectures in the Master Mason's de· 
gree; and then called off until eight o'clock to-morrow morning. 

Attest, C. B. SMITH, Grand Secretary. 
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MAsoNs' HALL, PoRTLAND, May 7, 1852. 

The Grand Lodge was called to labor at eight o'clock A. M. 

The M. W. Grand Master in the chair. 

REPORT IN THE CASE OF ADONIRAM LODGE. 

The select committee to which was referred so much of the annual com
munication of the M. W. Grand Master, as relates to Adoniram Lodge, 
together with the papers therein referred to and also the petition of Stephen 
C. Watson and twenty-two other Master Masons, for a dispensation to form 
a new lodge at Steep Falls, to be called Steep Falls Lodge, have attended to 
the duty assigned, and report: 

That from an examination of the facts of the case, it appears that there 
are two business points in the town of Limington, about six miles distant 
from each other, one of which is called "the Corner," and the other "Steep 
Falls"; the latter village being in the towns of Limington and Standish; 
and that the members of Adoniram Lodge are about equally divided between 
t.bose two points. 

It further appeared by a by-law of the lodge that it was to hold its meet
ings at Masonic Hall in Limington, (which is at the Corner,) and that in 
consequence of a natural desire of the brethren at Steep Falls to have the 
lodge in their immediate vicinity, and perhaps stimulated somewhat ·by a 
spirit of sectional rivalry, unfortunate difficulties sprung up between the 
members of the lodge, which was calculated, if unchecked, not only to de
stroy the harmony and usefulness of the lodge, but also to bring reproach 
upon the order. 

After ineffectual attempts to secure a perfect reconciliation, the M. W. 
Grand Master very properly issued his warrant to arrest the charter, but 
before action was had under it, the charter of the lodge was voluntarily sur
rendered. Immediately following the surrender, the brethren at Steep Falls 
presented their petition for a dispensation to form a new lodge at that 
place, which, under the · existing circumstances, was judiciously refused . 

. The committee further report that, from the facts presented, they believe 
that two lodges may, with prudent management, be sustained at the two 
points spoken of, and that a masonic spirit may be restored to the brethren 
in that vicinity by taking the two portions of Adoniram Lodge for their 
nucleus, as each will then have twenty or more members. 

Taking this plan for a basis, the representatives of both parties, who were 
before the committee, found that an equitable and amicable adjustment of 
their differences could be accomplished, if the Grand Lodge should sustain 
the views of your committee. 
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We therefore respectfully recommend the adoption of the accompanying 
resolutions. 

EZRA B. FRENCH, ~ 
JABEZ TRUE, Committee. 
SAMUEL CARTER, 

Resolved, That the charter of Adoniram Lodge be restored to the mem
bers who petition for the same, and that an order be given for the surrender 
to them of all books, papers and other property belonging to said lodge, 
now in the possession of those who filled the several offices at the time of 
the surrender of its charter. 

Resolved, That a dispensation be granted to Stephen C. Watson and others, 
for a lodge to be established at Steep Falls, in the town of Standish, to be 
known and bailed as " Steep Falls Lodge." 

The foregoing report was read and accepted, and the resolu
tions adopted. 

The charter of Adoniram Lodge being now restored, the Com
mittee on Credentials reported Bro. Arthur McArthur entitled 
to a seat as a representative of said lodge; and he appeared and 
took his seat accordingly. 

The following report was then presented and adopted : 

lN GRAND LODGE, MASONS' HALL, May 7, 1852. 

The select committee, to which were referred the following questions, pre-
sented by L . S. Soule, W. M. of King Solomon's Lodge, viz: ' 

When a petition for 'the degrees is presented to a lodge, should not the 
fact be made a regular record of, together with the name of the petitioner~ 

When the ballot bas been taken, and one or more negative ballots thrown, 
bas the lodge a right to go into a committee of the whole, with a view to 
doing away with that vote~ 

Should not every ballot be made a matter of regular record 1 

Having considered the several subjects, report : 
That in their opinion, whenever a petition for the degrees is presented in 

a lodge, that fact, with the name of the petitioner and the brother who 
recommends him, should be made a matter of record. 

That when negative ballots are thrown, the lodge has n·o right to go into 
a committee of the whole with a view to doing away with such vote, or for 
any other purpose; such a committee not being recognized by our ancient 
constitutions or general regulations, is unmasonic in form and such action 
is in violation of masonic principles. 

In conclusion, it is the opinion of the committee that the Secretary, whose 
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duty it is to observe the proceedings of the lodge and make a correct record 
thereof, should record the result of all ballotings in the lodge. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 
E. B. FRENCH, Chairman. 

The Committee on the Pay Roll made their report, which 
was read and accepted, and the Grand Treasurer ordered to pay 
the representatives of lodges in accordance therewith. 

INSTALLATION. 

The M. W. Joseph C. Stevens, Past Grand }faster, was then 
called to the chair and installed, in ample form, the M. W. John 
C. Humphreys as Grand Master for the ensuing year ; after 
which the M. W. Grand Master installed the remaining elective 
Grand Officers in ample form. 

The R. W. Freeman Bradford was then called to the chair, 
and installed in due form the several appointed officers of the 
Grand Lodge ; and proclamation was duly made. 

REPORT ON RETURNS. 

The Committee on Returns of subordinate lodges report as follows : They 
find returns made from fifty-two lodges in this jurisdiction. 

Number initiated the past year, .•.•..••..••.•..•••••..•..••.. 399 
Number of members, as by returns,.......... • ..••...•.•... 1872 

On examination, we find in some instances the returns are incorrect in 
matter of dates of time of initiation, crafting and raising; but your commit-

. tee are assured that correct returns will be forwarded. Your committee re
gret that those inaccuracies appear, and recommend that care and attention 
be hereafter given to this matter, that all future returns may be made with 
accuracy and particularity. 

THOMAS B. JOHNSTON, } 
SETH P ADDLEFORD, Committee. 
0. A. MERRILL, 

The following report was presented and adopted : 

MASONS' HALL, May 7, 1852. 

Your committee, to whom was referred the doings of the Grand Officers, 
have.attended to the duty assigned them, and beg leave to report : That 
they recommend to this Grand Lodge to accept the reports of the several 
D. D. G. Masters, and that said reports, together with the communication of 
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the M. W. Grand Master, be published with the proceedings of the Grand 
Lodge. 

On motion, 

JOHN H. WILLARD, } 
JOSEPH PHILBRICK, Committee. 
JOHN GLOVER, 

Voted, That the Grand Secretary cause to be published, with the proceed
ings of the Grand Lodge, a list of of its permanent members. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE. 

MASONS' HALL, PORTLAND, May 6, 1852. 
The Committee on Finance have examined the accounts of the Grand 

Treasurer for the past year, and find that there has been received by him, 
since the commenc-ement of our last annual communication, 
the sum of .................................................... $1,320.59 
to which there is added the balance of last year's account, viz:..... 471.05 

Making in all the sum of ...................................... ~1,791.64 
Your committee also find that the Grand Treasurer has paid out 

during the past year, the sum of. ............................ $1,56$1.28 
for all which he has exhibited satisfactory vouchers. 

This sum of $1,563.28 includes seven hundred dollars invested in 
bank stock; and we find that there remains a balance in his 
hands of.. . . . .. .. • • . . . . . . . . • ........ . ....................... $228.36 

The income of the charity fund of the Grand Lodge for the past year is 
about three hundred and sixteen dollars. 

The committee would recommend as salary to the Grand Secretary, over 
and above tpe cash expenses incident to his office', the sum of fifty dollars. 

Per order, F. BRADFORD. 

Report read and accepted. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the sum of twenty-five dollars be appropriated and paid to 
Rev. Bro. Cyril Pearl, for services as Chairman of the Committee on Foreign 
Correspondence. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the Grand Secretary cause to be published with the proceed
ings of the Grand Lodge, the number of non-affiliated Master Masons re
turned by the several subordinate lodges. 

Called off until 2 o'clock P. M. 
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MAsoNs' HALL, PoRTLAND, May 7, 1852. 

The Grarid Lodge was called to labor at two o'clock P. M. 

TheM. W. Grand Master in the chair. 

The following resolution was offered by R. W. Bro. Barker 
and adopted : 

Resolved, That It is the sense of this Grand Lodge that it is contrary to 
the established rules of Freemasonry for one lodge to craft or raise an 
Entered Apprentice initiated in any other lodge, without the recommenda
tion and consent of the lodge in which he was initiated. 

REPORT ON DISPENSATIONS AND CHARTERS. 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge: 
PORTLAND, May 7, 1852. 

The Committee on Dispensations and Charters, to which was referred the 
application of Blue Mountain Lodge for a cbarter, recommend that their 
request be granted. 

Tbey further report that the prayer of the petition of Oriental Lodge to 
hold their meetings alternately in the towns of Bridgton and Naples, be 
granted. 

They also recommend that the dispensations to Mariner's Lodge, at Sears
port, and Howard Lodge, at Frankfort, be extended until the next annual 
communication of the Grand Lodge. 

They al~o recommend, on the petition of Fraternal Lodge, at Shapleigh, 
in the County of York, praying for its removal to Alfred in said county, that 
a dispensation be issued to them, authorizing the removal of said lodge as 
prayed for . 

Your committee further report, in reference to Solar Lodge, No. 14, at 
Bath, that said lodge should retain its original number, and that the rank 
and precedence of said lodge, in the Grand Lodge and elsewhere, be estab
lished and confirmed from the date of its original charter. 

On the subject of the petition of sundry brethren of Vassalboro', praying 
for the renewal of the charter of Vassalboro' Lodge, your committee report 
that the same be postponed to a future meeting. 

WILLIAM ALLEN, } 
BENJAMIN KELLEY, Committee. 
STEPHEN WEBBER, 

Report read and accepted, and the several recommendations 
therein contained were adopted. 

The Grand Lodge then proceeded to the further consideration 
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of the report of the Committee on the Work and Lectures of 
the Order, by an exemplification thereof in the Master Mason's 
Degree; when, after devoting some time to the subject, and a 
press of other business being before the Grand Lodge, the fol
lowing resolution was offered by Rev. Bro. Pearl and adopted, 
VlZ: 

Resolved, That the further consideration of the report of the Committee 
on Work and Lectures be postponed until the next communication of the 
Grand Lodge, to be resumed at such time as shall be fixed by this Grand 
Body. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the bills of the Committee on the Work and Lectures of the 
Order be paid by the Grand Treasurer. 

The committee appointed at the last annual communication to 
consider the subject of publishing the rroceedings of this Grand 
Lodge from its first organization, and to ascertain upon what 
terms the copyright thereof could be disposed of, reported, 

That they had not been able to dispose of the copyright, but had received 
the following proposition from Bros. F. W. Nichols & Co., viz: "We will 
print 500 copies on good paper and fair, handsome type for $499.50, or 1,000 
copies for $G47, provided the work does not make over 340 pages. If the 
book overruns, or falls short of 340 pages, the price to vary accordingly. 
The copy to be furnished by the Grand Lodge." 

All which is respectfully submitted, 
JOSEPH COVELL, Per Order. 

Report read and accepted. 

REPORT IN THE CASE OF GRENVILLE FLINT. 

To the Jf. W. Grand Lodge of Maine: 

The Committee on Grievances and Appeals, to which was referred the 
charges of Rising Virtue Lodge, No. 10, at Bangor, against Grenville Flint, 
Past Master of Meridian Splendor Lodge, No. 49, at Newport, report: That 
in investigating this case, they have endeavored to keep in view the land· 
marks of Freemasonry, and the constitution and regulations of the Grand 
Lodge, believing as your committee do, that misconduct in a presiding officer 
of a lodge is a greater offence, and more censurable, than the same act 
would be if committed by an individual member of the lodge not in office. 

The admissions and evidence in the case were such, that your committee 
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could not, as masons, come to any other decision (which was unanimous) than 
that Grenville Flint stand suspended from the rights and benefits of Free
masonry until the next annual communication of the Grand Lodge, in May, 
1853; and if by correct masonic conduct, and by the recommendation of 
three worthy Master Masons, together with the approbation of the R. W. 
District Deputy Grand Master of the seventh masonic district, duly returned 
to the Grand Lodge, that the Grand Lodge then take final action as they 
may judge that justice may require. 

The evidence in the case is herewith submitted in various copies of records 
and papers, numbered from one to fifteen, which the committee recommend 
should be placed on file. 

Your committee are of the opinion that if Grenville Flint, Past Master of 
Meridian Splendor Lodge, had felt the obligations he was under as a mason, 
and informed himself as to his duties, he might have prevented all this diffi
culty, and saved the unpleasant sensations of the committee in investigating 
the subject and making this report, and the fraternity at large an irreparable 
injury. 

Ree;pectfully submitted, 

B. F. MUDGETT, } 
H. G. 0. WASHBURN, Committee. 
JOSEPH COVELL, 

This report having been read, was duly considered and dis
cussed in the Grand Lodge, when upon motion, it was 

Voted, That the same be amended by striking out so much thereof as re
lates to the suspension of Grenville Flint, and the presentation of recommenda
tions, &c., to the Grand Lod~e for their final action, &c., and inserting instead 
thereof, "That the Grand Lodge pass a vote of censure against said Gren
ville Flint, for highly improper and unmasonic conduct exhibited by him, 
while presiding as Master of .Meridian Splendor Lodge." 

And thereupon the report was adopted as amended. 

REPORT IN THE CASE OF MERIDIAN SPLENDOR LODGE. 

The Committee on Grievances and Appeals, to whom was referred the 
case of Meridian Splendor Lodge, No. 49, at Newport, ask leave to report:-

The communication of Rising Virtue Lodge at Bangor, in relation to the 
proceedings of Meridian Splendor Lodge, presents a very palpable case of 
the violation of the regulations of this Grand Lodge, which, for the credit of 
our honorable institution, requires a thorough investigation by this Grand 
body. And for the purpose of presenting the case as fully to this Grand 
Lodge as it was to your committee, we embody the communication of Rising 
Virtue Lodge, which is a report of a committee of that lodge, made by our 
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worthy Bros. Joseph C. Stevens, Timothy H. Morse and Jonathan Burbank 

and adopted by Rising Virtue Lodge, as follows:-
Tue committee to whom was referred the doings of Merirlian Splendor Lodge , 

have attenderl to the duty assigned them, and would res peel fully report 
the following statement of facts made by Bros. Jonathan Burbank, Silall 
Alden and Timothy H. Morse: 

Statement of fact.~ in relation to matters between Rising Vi1·tue Lod(!e of 
Banaor, and .Maidian Splendor Lodge of Newport, made by Jonathan 
BltTbank. 
·sometime in the winter 1850-1, Messrs. T. H. Tracy and Confucius Lan

cey, then of this city, made application to some members of Rising Virtue 
Lodge, saying they had been, or were about being proposed to Meridian 
Splenrlor Lodge for initiation, and wanted a certificate in writing that they 
had never made application to Rising Virtue Lodge for initiation; saying, 
fanh er, that they intenrled soon to remove back to Palmyt·a (from whence 
they removed to Bangor some two or three years before,) and that they 
would rather take the degrees of masonry there tiHtn in Bangor. They were 
informed that no sur.h certificate conld be given, and it would avail them 
nothing if they had it; but that the Grand Lodge made it the dnty of Me
ridian Splendor Lodge to apply to Rising Virtue Lodge for its appr·obation 
aud consent, and obtain the same before they ( M. S. Lodge) could act on 
their applic<ttion. 

About the same time, a member of M.S. Lod ge (the Secretary, I think) 
bad a conversation with me about the matter. He also asked me concerning 
their application, &c. I told him they would not probably be received if they 
mad e appl ication here. I also explained to him the rule of the Urand Lodge 
respecti ng these cases. After this, an application was made, dated March 
4, 1851 , which was to have been acted upon by our lodge, on Tuesday eve
ning, March 11th, but was overlooked on account of a press of business. 
The next day Messrs. Tracy and Lancey called on me to know the action of 
our lodge. [told them the circumstances as t.l! ey were; that we had a large 
amount of business and work on ha nd, which we were anxious to get through 
with, and therefore their application was accidentally overlookerl. I told 
tlwm, however, that notwithstanding our press of business, I would have 
called it up, if I had thought of it. I to ld them also that we should have 
another meeting on Friday evening, and I would pledge myself to call it up. 
They said that M.S. Lodge hel d its mee ting on Thursday evening, at which 
tim e they were desirous of being initiated, and asked me to give them a writ
ing to tbe effect that t.bey bad never made application to our lodge, saying 
that the Master of M.S. Lodge (Mr. Flint) told them that was all that was 
necessary. I told them as before, that I could not do it, and for two reasons: 
first, that it would be good for nothing, and secondly, it would be the means 
of lead ing ;vr. S. Lodge into an error, and in to a direct violation oi the rules 
of the Grand Lodge, and cons~quently making them liable to severe censure. 
I showed them the rule of tl1e Grand Lodge applicable to their case; (I 
think I had done so before) and talked the matter over with them at consid
er-able length, to their satisfaction, as I supposed. They said if they had 
known as much about it beforf', as they now did, they wr ·uld have wa ited 
until they had gained a residence in Palmyra; and said, a lso, that they 
should let tbe whole matter rest until they should gain such resid ~ nce. 

On Friday evening the subject was brought up , and here is an extract from 
the records: "Communication of Meridian Splendor Lodge, asking the con
sent of this lodge to confer the honors of masonry npon P. H. Tracy and 
Confucius Lancey (said Tracy and Lancey being residents of this city) being 
r ead . Voted, unan imously, that this lodge do not consent to the same." The 
meeting of M.S. Lodge on Thursday, was their regular meeting, at wl!ich 
time their officers were installed . Some of the members of Rising Virtue 
Lodge were present. The names of P. H. Tracy ancl Confucius Lancey w~re 
brought up to be balloted for. Objections were made by Bro. Silas Alden 

15 
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of this city, who was present, and whose statement is hereunto annPxed. 
Next came the initiation. This was also objected to as being contrary to the 
rules of the Grand Lodge. • 

(See Bro. Morse's statement annexed.) 

It seems that notwithstandi11g the above named objPctions, and having the 
Grand Lodge rules in their lodge, the Master pretend ed he was ig11orant of 
them, and proceeded to initiate the two men, one of whom was so drunk be 
could not walk without assistance, or hardly stand up without some support. 
·what a situation to s~y "his trust is in God!" 

At the a11nnal couununication of the Grand Lodge in Ma.v, 1851, which I 
a&tend ecl, I was fully prepared with the necessary papers and determined to 
bring the subject before the Grand Lodge. 

Flint was exceedingly anxious that nothing should be clone about it. I 
bad several conversations with him on the subject, be saying all the while 
that be was ignorant of that rule of the Grand Lodge. Bro. Lewis Barker, 
who was present, and proxy of Meridian Splendor Lodge, made the foll owing 
suggestion : 

"That inasmuch as the D. D. G. Master had not mentioned the subject in 
his report, and there was but little doubt that Flint was ignorant of the rule 
of the Grand Lodge, and that one object of Burbank was to stop the two 
men (Tracy and Lancey), they being unworthy, it might look like begging a 
quarrel on the part of Burbank, and, therefore, :Flint should agree· that 
ueit her of thoRe men should go any further, and Burbank 'Should drop the 
matter where it was." 

To this, Flint and myself both agreed,-Flint pledging to me his word and 
honor as a mason that l'. H. Tracy and Confucius Lancey should go no 
further. 

H ere it was hoped and expected the matter would end ; but in a very few 
months, to my utter astonishment, I heard from a re liable source that P. I-I. 
Tracy had been crafted and raised in Meridian Splendor Lodge, and by the 
same Flint who had pledged his wo1·d and hono1· as a !Jtason that they 
should go no further. After I heard of the crafting and raising of Tracy, I 
saw Bro Barker and asked him if that was according to his understanding 
of the agreement between Flint and myself, made at the Grand Lodge 1 He · 
answered No, but it was directly contrary to it, and Flint bad abused the 
confidence reposed in him. 

JONA. BURBANK. 
Bangor, April 21, 1852. 

SILAS ALDEN'S STATEMENT. 

BRo. JoNATHAN BuRBANK, 
SII< :-Agreeable to your request, I hereby make a simple statement of 

what I personally heard and witnessed of the proeeedings and doings of 
Meridian Splendor Lodge, No. 40, Newport, Me., on the 13th of March, 1851, 
in relat ion to the balloting for and initiation of Confucius Lancey and P. H. 
Tracy, both then or very lately of the city of Bangor. At the time above 
stated, I visited said lodge in company with our worthy l3rother Timothy 
H. 1Vlorse, then D. D . G. Master of this district; was introduced to Brother 
Grenville Flint, tbe then acting Master of said lodge. 

Before entering lhe lodge room, the 11ames of the two individnals above 
named were mentioned as having been proposed to said lodge for initiation. 
The time when they were to be balloted for, if my memory serves me right, 
was not then talked of. Bro. Flint was then ii1formed that the members of 
Rising Virtue Lodge, No. 10, Bangor, would not consent (as their characters 
then stood in Bangor) to their initiation. 

I was in the lodge room when the lodge was opened, and immediately 
after the two names above named were brought up to be balloted for. 

The first ballot was taken for Mr. Lancey, and one negative reported. A 
short discussion ensued. I rose and stated to the lodge that the characters 
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of the candidates did not stand well in Bangor, and at the same time gave it 
as my opinion that the lodge had better defer further action until, nt least, 
they could obtain the consent of Rising Virtue Lodge (the candidates being 
cons ide rerl then by some as legal citizens of Bangor), therefore Merirl ian 
Spl ell!lor Lorlge had no proper or legal right to entertain applications for 
initiation from said applicants. 

My advice was not accepted. Mr. Lancey was again balloted for with 
same result as before. Some furth er discussion ensued, in which the father 
of the said Lancey took quite an H.ctive part. The then acting S. Warden 
(Bro.---) t!Jen rose and voluntarily stated that he cast the negative 
ballot. Again a short discussion. The brother who cast the negative ballot 
then asked to be excused from further voting and it was granted . Toe bal
lot was again taken and declarerl clear. Mr. Tracy was then balloted for, 
anrl the ballot declared clear. 

Imm erlia tely after this, the D. D. G. Master was announced, and intro
duced into the lodge. Soon after being seated, be was invited to take the 
chair and confer the degree of E. A. on two candidates then in waiting, but 
soon learning who the candidates were declined rloing it. The candidates 
were in t roduced, and the degree of E. A. conferred on them, Lancey being, 
to all appearance, thoroughly under the influence of liquor, and decidedly in 
an improper state to he initiated into a lodge of Free and Accepted Masons. 

After this improper scene, the R W. D. D. (.;rand Master severely repri
manrled t!Je lodge for such doings and left the lodge room. I immediately 
followed. The Senior Warden soon came out and said that the candidates 
should not take the other degrees. Then we left them. 

Fraternally yours, 
Bangor, April 21, 1852. SILAS ALDEN. 
P. S. The above statement of the case is as near the true facts as I can 

well recollect. 

TIMOTHY H. MORSE'S STATEMENT. 

Bno. l3 unnANK, 
St R :-Agreeable to your request to me to make a statement of what I 

know of the ·proceedings of Meridian Splendor Lodge of Newport, in relation 
to the initiation of P. H. Tracy and Confucius Lancey, I would say that on 
the 13th of March, Ul51, I visited Meridian Splendor Lodge in the capacity 
of D. D. G. Master. llro. Flint was introduced to me as their W. M., prior 
to his opening his lodge; and in conversation I stated to him you bad 
asRured me, that it was through the multiplicity of business before Hising 
VirLue Lodge that their communication was forgotten, and that it should be 
attPnd ecl to on the morrow evening, which would only make a delay of three 
clays ; and as there was no urgency in the case, I thought that should be 
satisfactory. I al so gave it as my opinion that Rising Virtue Lodge would 
not consent to their being initiated, as they were not such men as they 
would be willing to rPceive within their own body; and here I supposed the 
matter would rest. On entering the lodge, however, I was invited to take 
the chair and confer the degree of K A. on two candidates then in waiting, 
to which I readily consented; but on subsequent inquiry fouud, to my uo 
small surprise, that the candirlates were the above named Tracy and Lancey. 
On learning this fact I refused to have anything to do wi:h the affair, and 
protested against their proceeding further, saying to Bro Flint that he was 
liable to be dealt with by the Grand Lodge for a violation of its rules and 
orders; to wh ich be replied that they bad never received a copy of the rules 
and orders of the Grand Lodge nor had he ever seen them. A copy I bad 
sent that lodge (directed to Bro. :Flint), was then lying on a settee a few 
feet from us, which I requested a brother to hand me, and called Bro. Flint's 
attention to the article aliuded to. But here was a dilemma. The Junior 
Deacon had signified his readiness to introduce the candidates; and now for 
the tirst time, Bro. Flint showed a willingness to take counsel, and asked 
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what he should do, to which I answered that I bad no further advice to 
give. 

Bro. Flint then proceedE-d to initiate the candidates; Lancey being so 
d1·unk at the time as to 1·ender it dijjlcultjo!' him to eitlw· walk 01· speak. 

After this disgusting scene, I left the hall, fully satisfied that iL was my 
duty to report to the Grand Lodge the loose and reckless manner in which 
their business was transacted; but a number of what I considered to be the 
most respectable portion of the lodge, follow ed me, and among them, I think, 
the Senior Warden, and begged that I would not carry the matter further, 
pledging themselves that the candidates should stop where they were, and 
that they would so manage their affairs in future, that neither I~. V. nor any 
other lodge should have cause of complaint. 

Hoping and expecting that these pledges would be sacredly kept, and for 
some other reasons not necessary here to name, I was silent in my report to 
the Grand Lodge, on this matte r. 

Bangor, April 21, 1852. TIMOTHY H. MORSE. 
P. S. I should have added that there are many worthy masons in that 

lodge, who, for want of masonic knowledge, have consented to be governed 
by a few less tempemte and discreet. T. H. M. 

From the evidence furnished your committee in the foregoing certificates, 
they cannot refrain from expressing the opinion that Hising Virtue Lodge 
has just cause to complain of the want of masonic courtesy and fa ir treat. 
menton the part of Meridiau Splendor Lodge, calculated to excite disunion, 
cause jealousies and a prostration of that good feeling, masonic frienclship 
and brotherhood, which should ever exist among the members of our fra
ternity, and is so essential to the prosperity and perpetuity of our institu
tion. 

From the subjoined certificates, it appears that said Meridian Splendor 
Lodge, situated in the town of Newport, has, contrary to all mason ic usage, 
and in open violation of the rules of the Grand Lodge, assumed the right to 
make masons of two notoriously disqual~fied inhabitants of the City of Ban
gor, without the consent of said RisingVirtue Lodge, and against the counsel 
and ad vice of the members, and the remonstrance of the D. D. G. Master, 
then present. 

In this aspect of the casP, with the accompanying evidence submitted , and 
in th e entire absence of any extenuating circumstances, your committee 
deem it unnecessary to make fnrtber comm ents upon a transacti on so pal
pably reckless in itself, subversive of all harmony and brotherly love, and at 
variance with the long established nsages, customs and ancient landmarks 
of :F reemasonry ; and would therefore suLmit for adoption by this lodge, 
the following resolutions: 

1st. Re~ohed, Thai whE'n a masonic institution of our state shall wilfully 
derelict from common courtesy, the laws of the Grand Lodge, a11d the ancient 
customs and landmarks of the order, it ceases to promote that harmony so 
essential to our prosperity. 

2d. Resolved, That this lodge cannot recognize or fellowship any lodge, 
that will knowingly and wilfully , violate the rules of the Grand Lodge. 

3d. Resolved, That Meridian Splendor Lodge, by her unmasonic acts, has 
wilfully violated the principles of masonry, and knowingly infringed upon 
the rights of Rising Virtue LodgP, and thus casting a reproach upon our in
stitution, and according to all masouic usage, bas forfeited her charter, and 
that the usefulness and respectability of our order requires that the same 
should be annulled by the Grand Lodge. 

4th. Resolved, That Grenville Flint, as Master of Meridian Splendor Lodge, 
·having acted iu bad faith in violating his solemn and masonic pledge toR. W. 
Bro. Jonathan Burbank, as Master of Rising Virtue Lodge, is no longer a 
worthy mason, and should cease to be known as such. 

5th. R esolved, That our delegates be instructed to present a certified copy 
of the foregoing statement of facts, and tbe doings of this lodge thereon, to 
the Grand Lodge, at their annual communication, and urge the importance 
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of prompt and efficient action in the premises, and a revocation of the char
ter of Meridian Splendor Lodge. 

J. C. STEVENS, } 
TIMOTHY H. MORSE, Committee. 
JON A. BURBANK, 

Your committee hoped to be able to report an answer to these charges, 
that might mitigate the great wrong evidently committed by the M.S. Lodge. 
Your committee had placed in their hands a number of statements from 
members of M. S. Lodge, tending to show that R. W. Bro. Morse must have 
been mistaken as to the time he visited M. S. Lodge that even ing; that it 
was after Lancey was introduced, and before Tracy. But it is not denied 
that. R. W. Bro. Morse conversed with Bro. Flint previous to the opening of 
the lodge; and that Bro. Alden was in the lodge and opposed the proceedings, 
so that M. S. Lodge had timely notice that they were proceeding wrongfully· 

The point in the defence was, that Bro. Flint and the members of M. S. 
Lodge were unacquainted with the regulations of the Grand Lodge; and 
there are a number of statements to that effect in the hands of the commit
tee; but these statements conflict palpably with the proceedings of M. S. 
Lodge, in their application, made by the Master, Grenville Flint, to R. V. 
Lodge for permission to confer the degrees u.pon Tracy and Lancey, dated · 
March 4th. 

The first meeting of R. V. Lodge after this was received, was March 11th 
and acted upon March 14th, and voted unanimously not to give co11sent, and 
a certified copy sent toM. S. Lodge March 17th, and Tracy and Lancey 
were initiated March 11lth. From these and other facts in the case, your 
committee cannot come to any other conclusion than that M. S. Lodge pro
ceeded in this matter in bad faith towards R. V . Lodge, with a full knowledge 
of the wrong they were committing. 

After carefully examining the whole matter, and considering it in all its 
bearings, your committee have unanimously come to the conclusion that the 
transactions of M. S. Lodge in these particulars, were willful violations of the 
regulations of the Grand Lodge, and of masonic duty. 

We the refore recommend that M. S. Lodge, be suspended till our next 
annual communication,-Charter, Seal, Records, Jewels and other property 
delivered up to the D. D. G. Master of the 7th Masonic District, and to h~ 
kept under the direction of the Grand Master until ordered to be restored to 
said lodge by this Grand Lodge; and that if, at the next annual communi
cation of this Grand Lodge, the members of M. S. Lodge shall present the 
recommendation of the two lodges nearest to them, approved by the D. D. G. 
Masters, with evidence of reformation, this Grand Lodge will then consider 
the propriety of restoring them the charter, &c., and empowering them to re
sume work. 

B. F. MUDGETT, } Committee. 
H. G. 0. WASHBURN, 
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The foregoing report having been read, was duly considered 
and discussed in the Grand Lodge, when, on motion, it was 

Voted, That the same be amended by striking out so much thereof as re
lates to the suspension of said M. S. Lodge, and the surrender of its Charter, 
Records, Seal, &c., &c., and inserting instead thereof, "That this Grand Lodge 
pass a vote of censure agaiust said M. S. Lodge, for highly improper and un
masonic condnct in relation to the acceptance and initiation of P. H . Tracy 
and Confucius Lancey, as exhibited before the committee, and set forth in 
their report aforesaid." 

And thereupon the report was accepted as amended. 

REPORT IN CASE OF GEORGE NICHOLS. 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge OJ Maine: 

The Committee on Grievances and Appeals, to which was referred the 
appeal of George Nichols from a sentence of expulsion passed against him 
by Meridian Splendor Lodge, No. 49, at Newport, after hearing and consider
ing the evidence in the case, are satisfied, and report that, in tlleir opinion, 

the charges against said George•Nichols are not sustained, nor do any suffi
cient reasons appear why said lodge should, in the exercise of masonic 
charity, expel said Nichols from the honors and benefits of Masonry . 

Your committee are of opinion, however, that the said George Nichols has 
been too unguarded in his conversations with individual masons and others, 
and recommend that he be reprimanded by the Grand Master; and in case 
he shall make a suitable apology, they recommend the adoption of the fol
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That Bro. George Nichols be, and he is hereby restored to all the 
rights aud benefits of Freemasonry. 

B. F. MUDGETT, } 
H. G. 0. WASHBURN, Committee. 
JOSEPH COVELL, 

Report read and accepted, and the resolution adopted. 

Called off until 8 o'clock P. M. 

MAsONs' HALL, PoRTLAND, May 7, 1852. 

The Grand Lodge was called to labor at 8 o'clock P. JIL 'l'he 
M. W. Grand Master in the chair. 
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On motion, 

Voted, That, in addition to reasonable notice in one or more public news
papers, the Grand Secretary be required hereaft~r to notify all meetings of 
the Gmnd Lodge, by addressing circulars to the several officers and peruJa
nent members thereof, and one also to each subordinate lodge, stating there
in the time when their returns should be made, dues paid, &c. 

The Committee on Grievances and Appeals, to whom was re
fened the memorial of L. H. Green and others, members of 
H ennon Lodge, at Gardiner, made a report thereon, which was 
read and discussed, and thereupon, on motion, it was 

Voted, That the subject be indefinitely postponed. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the sum of twenty dollars be appropriated and paid toR. W. 
llro. Ilenry I-I. Doody, for his services as Grand Treasurer the past year. 

On motion, 

Voted, To appropriate a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars for the 
purchase of blank dipl01r.as, under the direction of the Grand Secretary. 

No fmther business being offered, the Grand Lodge was closed 
in ample form. 

Attest, CHARLES B. SMITH, G1·and Sec?"etary. 

GRAND MASTER'S ADDRESS. 

R. W. Brethren of the Grand Lodge of _j\{aine: 

I meet you at this annual communication with feelings of pleasure and 
satisfaction. Under the watchful care of the Great Arcbitect of the Universe 
we have been preserved during another year, and are permitted once more 
to assemble in Grand Lodge under the most gratifying auspices, to deliber· 
ate upon measures most intimately connected with the welfare of the order. 
In watching over the masonic interest committed to my charge, I have en
deavored (so far as my feeble abilities would permit) "to keep our fair 
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fabric in good and healthful condition," and now submit to you an account 
of my stewardship during the last year, and will avail myself of the oppor
tunity to make suggestions or recommendations for future action, as I may 
think the good of the craft requires. 

It will be recollected that a dispensation was issued to Blue Mountain 
Lodge on the 12th of July, 1850, and that at the annual communication in 
May last, it was continued in force until the present time. Consequently, 
further action will be necessary for the legal existence of that lodge at the 
present convocation. On the 23d day of October last, a dispensation was 
issued to Bros. M. R. Hopkins and als., for a new lodge at Searsport, called 
Mariners' Lodge, and also on the 28th day of November last past, a dispen
sation was issued to Bros. A. L. Dennison and als., for a new lodge at 
Frankfort, both of which dispensations will be for such action of the Grand 
Lodge as they, in their wisdom, may think proper. 

The committee which was chosen at the last annual communication to 
revise the work and lectures, with a view to uniformity , have been devoting 
much "time, patience and perseverance" to accomplish that object, and 
from the intelligence and masonic knowledge of the brethren who compose 
it, I anticipate a favorable result. The question will then present itself in 
what manner the lectures and work shall be dispensed among the subor
dinate lodges, and permit me to say (without recommending any pa.r·ticular 
mode among the many ways wbich may be adopted) that, in my opinion, 

they can never be disseminated with any degree of correctness with what 
scattering crumbs the members may pick up and retain at this or any other 
convention of the Grand Lodge. Therefore, if it is intended that any perma
nent good shall result from the labors of your committee, there ought to be 
some method adopted by the Grand Lodge, to transmit the desired informa
tion to the subordinate lodges. 

"Material aid" is ONE of the great purposes of Masonry, and to possess 
this, some clear, definite and permanent system should be adopted by the 
subordinate lodges as well as by the Grand Lodge to procure it. I know 
of no better way than for the Grand Lodge to take some action upon the 
subject, whereby a certain portion of the income of the subordinate lodges 
shall be funded for this particular object, and the interest appropriated for 
that purpose only. The lodges will then have something that th ey can rely 
upon, and be able to fulfill in a measure one of the obligations we are under to 
"help, aid and assist all poor and distressed masons, their wives and chil
dren, widows and orphans." And in the belief that the Grand Lodge would 
entertain a project. of this kind, I did, on the first day of January last, issue 
the following circular to the D. D. G. Masters under this jurisdiction: 

BRUNSWICK, Jan. 1, 1852. 
Dear Sir and Brother :-I would respectfully suggest to yon the propriety 

of ascertaining, so far as you conveniently can, from each of the longes 
under your jurisdiction, the particular state and condition of their funds, 
and how they are managed, with a view to communicate this information to 
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the Grand Lodge in your report at the next annual communication, in order 
that the Grand Lodge may be enabled to jud~e of the propriety of adopting 
som e general regulation for a permanent Chari ty Fund, to be maintained by 
each subordinate lodge in the state, that shall not be liable to be encroached 
upon for other purposes. 

I would suggest some questions to the lodges, which you can adopt if you 
think prope r. or take your own method for ascertaining the facts. 

Wh at is the date of your charter~ 
Have you any fund called a Charity Fund ~ 
Wh at is the amount of your Charity Fund~ 
H ow long has it been maturing~ 
How did it accumulate? 
Do you ever encroach on the principal, either for charity or otherwise ~ 
By whom is your fund managed~ 
When you receive pay for initiating, crafting and raising a candidate, to 

wh at account do you credit the proceeds? 
If a part of it goes to the credit of the Grand Lodge-how much? If to 

Charity Fund-bow much ? And if to your incidental expenses-how 
much ~ Or is it all credited to one general account? 

Please state about what amount is distributed by your lodge annually for 
charitab le purposes. 

Do the members of your lodge pay quarterages~ 
How much does each member pay yearly? 
Will tbe amount received meet your current expenses? 
Other pertinent questions may present themselves to your good judgment, 

proper to el icit the information des ired, in regard to the financial concerns 
of the l od~es . 

Your attention to procure the foregoing information, to be used in the 
con tingency indicated, will oblige 

Yours fraternally, 
JNO. C. HUMPHREYS, Grand Master. 

It would have afforded me much pleasure to have been able to have visited 
more of the lodges throughout the state, during the last year; but the neces
sity for this has been obviated by the attentions of the D. D. G. Masters in 
the several masonic districts, who, I have no doubt, have exercised due dili
gence in the discharge of this very important duty. 

Ii1 the discharge of the ordinary duties connected with my office, and in 
answering the various communications from different parts of the state, ask
ing for information on subjects to which a correct decision is necessary for 
the well being of the institution, I have sought to adhere to the ancient 
"Landmarks" of the order, so far as my knowledge and ability would per
mit. If I have in any instance departed from this course, it was not inten
tional, because I consider one of the greatest beauties of the order is its antiqui
ty. As I have been taught to believe. "that it is not in the power of any 
man or body of men to make innovations in the body of Masonry," so I 
would wish to practice, and recommend a strict adherence to tllis principle 
to our whole fraternity, 

You will be favored, as usual, with much valuable and interesting informa
tion from your able and talented Committee on Foreign Correspondence, 
and I ll ave no doubt this Grand Lodge will feel under renewed obligations 
for the continuance of their labors with the masonic family through the civ
ilized world. 
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One other subject I have to present to your consideration, although un
pleasant to me, yet as Grand Master of this Grand Lodge, it becomes my 
duty to set forth the facts as near as my memory and correspondence on the 
subject will permit, not only to justify my own official action in the premises 
but for the purpose of having justice rendered to all concerned; and with 
the confident hope that where the sound of the "Gavel" bas been silenced, 
it may again be beard, and peace and good fellowship restored. 

As the subject referred to relates to matters of difference existing in a 
subordinate lodge, within the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, I propose 
to submit a separate report* thereon for your consideration. 

All which is respect.fully submitted, 
JOHN C. HUMPHREYS, Grand Master. 

*The Grand Master deems it unnecessary to publish this report in detail. It refers 
to differences in Adoniram Lodge, alluded to in the report of a select committee. See 
page 218. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN 
CORRESPONDENCE. 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence are again permitteu to present 
their annual report, and with devout acknowledgments, to recognize the 
continued care of a Divine and watchful Providence for the interests and 
prosperity of our cherished institution. The All-Seeing Eye that slumbers 
not, neither grows weary, bas watched over the progress and prosperity of 
the masonic order in our loved country, and the favoring smiles which have 
cheered our pilgrimage, and shed light on our pathway, should inspire us 
with devout thankfulness. In view of the cheering intelligence wllich comes 
to us from almost every masonic jurisdiction, we have abundant reason to 
"thank God and take courage." Your committee are favored with Grand 
Lodge communications from Vermont, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, 
Ohio, Indiana, Iowa, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, District of Columbia, 
Virginia, Georgia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Alabama, Florida, Arkan
sas, Mississippi, Maryland, Kentucky, Tennesssee, Delaware, Missouri, 
Louisiana, Texas and California. Also from the Provincial Grand Lodge of 
Canada West. We are also favored with various addresses and communi
cations, illustrating the state and progress of the order. The East thus re-
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ceives salutations from the West, the North, the South and the broad central 
valley, showing that the great heart of our country is warm and vital with 
the strong pulsations of masonic life, and luminous with masonic light and 
intelligence. It is delightful to witness the increasing zeal and success from 
year to year of our fraternity iu all parts of our country, and to see the 
happy fruits of well directed labor in promoting what is good and pure and 
right in al l branches of this wide spread family. In our former reports we 
have felt called upon to deplore some lingering evils and trials of masonic 
fa ith and patience and charity in the jurisdictions of a few of our sister 
Grand Lodges. We have thought it a clear though unpleasant duty to enter 
somewhat earnestly into tbe examination of perplexing questions and 
controvers ies which had agitated branches of the masonic family, particu
larly in New York and Louisiana. The Grand Lodges of these states had 
been rent and marred by the unhallowed workings of human frai lty, pas
sion and prejudice, which masonic discipline ought to have healed, or pre
vented, so as not to disturb the peace and harmony of the great fam ily, or 
require fraternal chastisement or rebuke. I11 dealing frankly with the con
troversies and faults which have thus called our attention, and bestowing 
censure and reproof as we have believed was due, we have taken far less 
pleasure than we feel in recording the restoration of harmony, and the new 
career of prosperity on which the Grand Lodges of these sister states are 

now entering. 

In some of the new states of the Union there is evidence of delightful 
progress and prosperity. The Grand Lodge of Michigan, which had its day 
of tri .... l, now sends us a beautiful copy of her proceedings at the annual com
munication in Detroit, Jan. 14, 1852. She bas a list of forty-four subor

dinates with charters, and six under dispensation. Nearly all of the lodges 
were represented, and a noble address in opening was given by the Grand 
Master, one or two passages of which we submit for your consideration: 

"Impressed with the solemn "duties and responsibilities of our position, 
standing as we do. at the end of the old. and the commencement of a new 
masonic year. it is emphatically 'good to be here.' It is a salient point in 
the tide of t ime, that here, each for himself and all together, may profitably 
pans : and commune with the past-with the present-with ourselves-with 
our fellows. We should carefully inspect the work we have done; try its 
found ation, strength and proportions by our strict masonic test; examine 
well the main pillars of the mi~hty ed ifice we are rearing-its foundations
its proportions and its workmanship. and then carefully inquire when and 
wh ere we can best enlarge, elevate, strengthen, beautify and adorn this great 
temple of humanity in all coming time. With this moral discipline faith
fully performed, and with an humbl e confidence in '1od, the soul and centre 
of our system-under the guidance of the light of His revealed word, as the 
man of our counsel, we may safely push forward, with the Ark of our Cov
enant, into the dark night of the future, fearing no danger. Should clouds 
and darkness settle on our pathway, they will soon melt under the bright 
effulgence of the 'blazing star,' radiant with light and hope-with joy and 
gladness. 

"My Brethren: We avow ourselves masons, and by being rn,RE, we also 
avow ourselves firm believers in the benignity of the mission of Masonry to 
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man. When darkness covered the earth, and gross darkness the people, the 
genius of Masonry stepped forth and lit her torch at the altar of divinity, 
and went forth in strength and beauty, on a great and glorious mission of 
love and charity among the children of men. At her approach, science 
'clapped her bands and shouted for joy,' and with renewed energy fl.rose to 
pursue her onward course, and unfolded the great truths which nature, in 
her mighty works, teaches to man. She planted schools, and kindled within 
them the fires of philosophy and literawre. She measured the efl.rth find 
brought to light the bidden EuREKA, and in the exuberance of her joy she 
leaped from earth to sky, find there, by the aid of astronomy, counted, 
named and measured the starry host. The fl.rts, too, arose and shook them
selves from the dust of ages, and by her light and power conquered the 
obstacles of nature that surrounded her, and finally erected on Mount 
Moriah, a temple to the living God, the grandest triumph-the proudest tro
phy the world ever saw! But Masonry stopped not here-onward she sped 
her way, among the nations of the earth, of every kindred, tribe and tongue, 
-humanizing, harmonizing, socializing and civilizing all. And yet efl.ch 
year's hi story of the world gives us in creas ing and unerring ev idence t!Jat 
her mission is not ended. She has done much, still, much remains to be 
don e; she must paralyze the tongue of personal slfl.nder; she must extract 
the scorpion sting of envy, hatred and malice; she must lmsb the fie rce col
lis ions of unhallowed an.bition of nations and individuals; she must, by the 
purity of her precepts and by the virtue of her practice, bind in one common 
brotherhood the whole family of man. Then, and not till then, will her mis
sion be ended, her triumph complete." 

WllSCONSIN. 

The Grand Lodge of Wisconsin presents an array of thirty lodges in a 

prosperou·s condition, and seems to give promise of fulfilling its noble des
tiny, to which allusion was made in a former report. The W. G. Master, in 
his opening address, more than a year since, thus spoke: 

"Our befl.rts are irresistibly led on to pour out our gmteful thanks, our 
boundless praises, to the Supreme Architect of the world, for all hi s man
ifold benefactions to the creatures of his will. In responding with expand
ing delight to such a call, and in humbly acknowledging the extent of bene
fits conferred by the hand of our heaven ly Father on each of us indi vidually, 
let us also devoutly pray for the continuance of all his blessi ngs on the 
whole fraternity of mau. 

"Such is fl. part of our duty as masons; and in the full rxercise of that 
duty will be found a faithful performance of all the obligations which man 
owes to his fellowman. Not aione the discharge of such duties as one 
brother of the mystic tie mfl.y rightfully be called upon to render unto 
another; not the limited extension of kindly acts, of chfl.ritable deet.!s , of 
heart cheering sympathies, of heflling conso!Mions and of timely aud prop
erly administered admonitions to those alone to whom the lights of our 
order are known, and with whom we have long sojourned in th e same dwell
ing and traveled in the same pfl.th, fraternally; but the free diffusion of all 
the noble charities of our order, in word and in deed, to the whole family 
of man." 

INDI.A.N.A.-

The Grand Lodge of Indiana enrolls one hundred and twenty-two char
tered lodges and thirteen under dispensation; giving evidence of rapid 
growth and prosperity. We indulge the hope that her moral growth and 
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masonic discipline may keep pace with the increase of her members. The 
address of the Grand Master embraces a subject of special interest, which 
we give in his own language: 

"As American citizens, we all know that the settlement of the northwest 
-the thrilling adventures of thosR pioneers who first pitched their tents in 
this vast wilderness-forms one of the most brilliant pages in our history. 
While we venerate the memories and admire the heroic actions of those who 
found ed our eastern empire, we feel equ>tlly grateful to those who founded 
the western . Among both were individuals not only illustrious for their 
virtues. intelligence n.nd patriotism, but many n.mong them, and those too of 
prominence >tnd efficiency, were ardently attached to the principles and 
landmarks of Freemasonry. True devotion to the great interests of humanity 
were the leading influences which moved thPm. Though acting in uifferent 
localities and by different circumstances, they all breatlled the same spirit; 
and as genuine craftsmen, were animated by the same lofty hopes and noble 
aspira t ions of the soul, whetller on the shores of the Atlantic or Chesapeake, 
or on the banks of the Hudson or Potomac, Ohio or Wabash. It bas been 
the fortune of Freemasonry, in all past time, to have enrolled in her archives 
a large number of these honored names, connected with human progress 
and advancement; but in no l>tnd is there a brighter and a purer registry 
than ours. In the western gn.ln.xy of rlep>trted worth and usefulness our 
stars cluster thickly, while we rejoice that the names of our brethren who 
were co11spicuons in the ~arly settlement of our Atlantic, trallsmont>tne 
regions have been bn.nded down to us, a.nd while we acknowledge our obliga
tions to them, not only for their hero ic examples but their sacrifices, we 
cannot bnt regret onr past indiffprence in not prPserving the masonic history 
of mn.ny eminent indivirluals in the west. Much of this history is of a 
deeply interesting natnre, and is connected with the most exciting scenes of 
fron tier adventure. Of this, as a portion of the northwest, Indiana bas been 
in times past an importn.nt th eatre. Some two years ago, we called the 
attention of the Grand Lodge to the subject of our masonic history, both in 
its civil and militn.ry relations and aspects. The it1timation wn.s favorably 
received by the <.lrand Lodge, anu a distinguished historian of ou r own state 
was appointed a committee to perform this duty. Had he been ab le to have 
done it, tlwre can be no doubt but that it would have been much more 
acceptable than in its present form. In consPquence of his inability >tnd the 
rapidly approaching time of our Gmnrl Communicn.tion and the dedication 
of our bn.ll, as it w>ts deemed important to lmve as mnch information as 
could be collected in regarct to those brethren who came in early times with 
th e gren.t lights into this wildemess, we have enden.vored to gather up and 
arrange th e fragments in as much order as possible." 

The Committee on Foreign Corresponrlence notice with cordial approval 
our report on the New York difficulties and the resolutions adopted by this 
Grand Lodge, sustn.ining the Grand Lodge of which J. D. Willard was then 
Grand Master. 

ILLINOIS. 

Illinois also gives us a list of ninety-five chartered lodges and twenty 
under dispensation. The acting Grand Master thus speaks of his jurisdic
tion: 

"As a society, the Grand Lodge of Illinois has cause for thankfulness and 
rejoic ing. No previous year has shown such prosperity among our snbor
din n.te lorlges, as the one now rlrawing to a close. Good men and true are 
knocking at our doors and obtaining admittance. New lodges are springing 
into existence in vn.rious portions of our state, and the sound of the gavel is 
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now hearrl where but a short time since no signs of civilization could be 
distinguished. Ii!norant and mal evolent opposition have in a great degree 
ceased, and no danger need now be apprehended from without. But if ever 
the beautiful columns of our masonic edifice are to be broken or defaced, 
the vandal hand that strikes the blow will come from within its sacred 
courts. How important, then, that the entmnce to our sanctum sanctorum 
should be guarded agai11st the approach of the unworthy. How important 
that our membership should ever bear in mind that too great care cannot be 
exPrcised in selecting the material with which to construct our noble fabr ic, 
so that its' several parts will fit with exactness.' 

"But while we have canse for thankfulness, my breth ren, we have also 
cause to mourn. In passing along the journey of life, we are constantly 
reminded of the stern lesson that' we are born to die.' Since our last annual 
communication this warning has been again repeated to ns. Our Grand 
Master is no more! l-Ie who occupied the highest place within our gift has 
passed from his labors on earth, we confidently trust, to everlasting refresh
ment in the paradise of God." 

The report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence is well prepared, 
giving a brief notice of the Grand Lodgeti of some fifteen states, and paying 
a generous compliment to the Grand Lodge of Maine. They copy nearly a 
page from our last year's proceedings, which they say "are well prepared 
and are very interesting to the crftft." They are pleased to say of us, "Our 
brethren 'away down East' are alive to every good word and work i.n Ma
sonry. The Foreign Correspondence Committee presented an able and 
masterly report." They copy with high approval the remarks we las t year 
submitted in behalf of our National and Masonic Union, in connection with 

the national monument now being erected to the memory of the Father of 
his Country. 

IOWA. 

Iowa has twenty-eight chartered . lodges, and three under dispensation, 
although the Grand Lodge is but eight years old. In his address, the Grand 
Master says : 

"An anniversary like the present, presents an occasion upon which, in
dividually and col:ectively, we can, so to speak, stand still in our jouruey of 
life, and bold commmlion witb our inmost souls, and seriously and soberly 
ask,' Is it well with thee •' And if the glad response comes back, sincereiy 
and conscientiously, 'It is well,' then, with a determination to overcome a ll 
that is ev il , so th at when the time of our departure is at hand, we may say, 
'I have fought a good tight, lbave finished my course, I Lave kept the faith, 
henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous Judge, shall give me at that day.'" * * * "In relation to 
the transactions of the year past, I have but little inform ation to give you. 
Freemasomy witbin this jur:sdiction Las proceeded steadily onward; its · 
course has been marked by no unnatural growth, indicating a diseastd, in
stead of a healthy state of the body politic. The additions to our number 
have been, many of them, I hope all, such as we may well be proud of, and 
such as will insure the prosperity aud perpetuity of our order in this state." 

TEXAS. 

The course of masonry in Texas is onward, and adapted to do much to 
advance and elevate that new state. The Grand Lodge has about seveuty 
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s ubordin~tes. The Grand Master was detained from meeting tbe Grand 
Lodge, by feeble health. In a brief commun~cation to that body, he says: 

"Nothing could hrrve been more gratifying to me, after th e flattering com
pliment paid me of elevating me to my present office, than to have met you, 
and I fully intended to have done so until very recently, when exposure dur
ing the past inc!Pment weather, has rendered me unable to !t;ave home, and 
I ~m further rrdmonished by my advanced years, that my work will soon have 
to be brought to a close in these temples of mortality, in which I have endeav
ored to lrrbor with zeal and fervency, almost to the limit of tllree score years 
and t.etJ, and to leave to those who may follow, the principles of an order, 
whose bless in gs have extended and been felt over the whole world, and if 
more talent and ability abound in your councils than is possessed by your 
hpm ble brother, none can lay his hand on his breast and say that he has 
been eith er more zealous or ardent." 

The Committee of Correspondence pay a handsome compliment to the 

Grand Lodge of Maine. 

CALIFORNIA. 

From California, too, we have cheering intelligence, in the proceedings of 
the Grand Lodge for May and November, 1851. There are now fourteen 

subordinate lod ges in a prosperous state, and though severely taxed to meet 
the sickness and sufferings to which they referred in a communication last 
year, they are still courageous and hopeful. The Grand Master's communi
cation in November thus speaks of their affa irs: 

"In re-;iewing tbe progress the order has made since first established, a few 
months back, in this state, there is, indeed, much to excite in ns gratitude 
and pleasure. I11 the goodness of til e Most High, our institution bas pros
pered beyond our most sanguine exp<•ctations, and not only in this far 
west, but throughout the civilized world; although for a long period assailed 
in other states by perserutions, she has gloriously triumphed, and silently, 
though surely, have we witnessed its progress; bringing in its train wherever 
establislled, peace to the llearts of its followPrs, carrying love to the families 
of its members, suppressing vice, producing peace and good-will, and tend
ing, especially by its influence, to alleviate the sufferings of hundreds, who, 
without friends or means, found on their arrival here, those who, although 
strangers, were yet brothers; brothers ready and willing to minister to the 
utn1ost of tl1eir abi lities, to their necessities incident to coming to a strange 
and far off country , far from home, overcome by appalling sickness and dis
ease, engendered and consequent Oil tedious travel, and beggared by its con
sequences. Tile glorious and glad work of charity thus begun is still ou its 
onward march, and will triumph so long as the duties inculcated by us are 
adhered to, and little fear need be entertained but that the principles of our 
institution will remain pure aud unsullied, so long as we abide by its peculi ar 
discipline; and tb e hopes that such will always be so, should animate us to 
pertievere in tile path to which it leads and instructs." 

OREGON. 

Oregon has recently formed a Grand Lodge, and commenced its masonic 
career wi t b encouraging prospects. We wish prosperity to those who are 
planting the institutions of Christian civilization on the shores of the Pacitic, 
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and bid them God-speed in every effort to raise high their standard and 
fling their banner to the breez:e, inscribing on its ample folds the emblems of 
Masonry as well as the stars of empire. 

While the new states are thus entering on their masonic labors with all 
the vigor of youth, the old states are not relaxing their efforts, but increttsing 
in all the attributes of masonic excellence. 

KENTUCKY. 

Among these, Kentucky holds a conspicuous rank. In his address in 
August, 1851, the Grand Master thus spoke : 

"For many years, Masonry continued gradually to extend itself with the 
extension of our population. At length a storm, terrible in our annals, 
burst upon our time-honored institution; and, whilst clouds and darkness 
envelop~d it, the tbundPr and lightnings of popular fury and prejudice were 
let loose, and played fearfully against tbe ancient walls of our masonic 
templ e. During its prevalence, the spirit of desolation spread her blighting 
influence over us, and many of our lodges ceased to work. But, when at 
length the storm had swept by, and its fury passed away, hope planted her 
rainbow colors on the dark and fleeting clouds; the breaches in our temple 
walls were rebuilt, and far brighter prospects gradually bea1ued upon tlle 
craft, as the sound of the gavel was again distinctly heard. The gen ius of 
Masonry arose again purified by the effects of the tempest that had passed 
over her. A higher tone .of moral feeling pervadPd the ord er, its prin-

. ciples and the duties arising out of them were better understood, and the 
institution has continued to advance steadily, until it bas become more mag
nificent, from its extent and wide-spread usefuln ess." 

Kentucky has two hundred and twenty-nine chartered lodges, and twenty 
new ones have been organized under dispensation, during the year ending 
in August. The cause of education and the masonic univers ity of Ken
tucky, occupy a conspicuous place in the proceedings of the Grand Lodge. 
An address before the Grand Lodge, by W. M. 0. Smith, is also publi~bed, 

unfolding views of deep interest in connection with the histo;·y and prin
ciples of Freemasonry. His closing remarks in relation to the order of 
Knights Templar, we submit, as worthy of attention: 

"What is to he done 1 Are mankind to grope along in their progression. 
surrounded by darkness and curses 1 The promise mad e to Eve says no. 
The J ewish religion by its types and shadows, says 110. The prophPt says 
no. Our order says no; and the last degree in Masonry points to the grand 
final accomplishment of the promise, when the Son of God appeared as man 
on this earth-took steps for t he restoration and redemption of man-made 
an atonement by offering himself a sacrifice for man's sin-and when his 
great work was completed-

"' The rising God forsook the tomb, 
In vain the tomb forbade his rise; 

Cherubic lPgions guard him home, 
And shout him welcome to the skies.' 

"The last degree of Masonry-the degree of Knight Templar-stands alone 
the only one in the series relating to this grand event-the others all point to 
it. But when you have takPn and studied them a ll, you have bePn study ing 
but types and shadows-speculative Masonry all pointing to this degree and 
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the events upon which it is founded. There Is nothing speculative about 
this degree. These were actual occurrences, and you have now at last got 
to the point in Masonry where you see the Greatest L ight of Masonry-the 
means of salvation-and the last and only hope for the r.estoration· of man
kind to the image of their Creator. 

"I need not remind you that the order of Knights Templar was originally 
a military and benevolent order, established to protect and furnish succor 
and assistance to the Christian pilgrims who visited the Holy Sepulchre at 
Jerusalem. When the war of the Crusades was declared, the order had 
increased in numbers and wealth to such an extent that they took the field, 
beaded by their Grand }faster, and their valor was attested in characters 
of blood on many a well fought field. 'Whatever was splendid in deeds of 
chivalry-whatever was gallant and great in the early ages of refinement
sprung from these noble orders. They taught the courtesies and graces of life 
-took from war its ferocity and from passion its sensuality. They rescued 
the female world from degradation and extended charity to the unfortunate; 
and when at last, f\S was supposed, the order was about to be extinguished, 
hundreds of them suffered martyrdom because they would not confess 
crimes of which they were innocent, and died firm in their faith and prin
ciples.' Need I remind you what those principles were. Every Knight 
Templar knows them; and though we live in an age when the religion of 
J esus does not have to be protected by, nor the honor of females guarded at 
the point of the sword, yet we as men need the redeeming influences of 
that religion. Our teachings all point that out as the grand consummation 
of Freemasonry; yes, not only of Freemasonry but of every other institu
tion that is worth anything-for upon the events on which this last degree 
is found ed depends the restoration of mankind and the world. 

"And is the Christian religion adequate to the task 1 Look how mankind 
have been advancing, morally, politically, socially, since the tragedy of Cal
vary. Each age bas far outstripped the age previous-if we except a few 
ages call ed the dark, when wicked men undertook to regulate the mighty 
influences of this holy religion, and take it in their keeping. Thank God, 
these ages are long past. Religious freedom is extending over the world, 
and in its wake civil liberty; science and Christianity, which at one time 
were supposed to be enemies, now go band in hand in the great work of 
progression and restoration. Man's efforts are becoming gigantic in every 
department, compared with what they used to be. Not only as in Eden do 
the beasts of the earth bow submissive to his will, but steam and lightning 
are his servants-do his bidding-and carry his messages with the rapidity 
of thought. Even old mother earth, so long cursed, under new and improved 
systems of agriculture, is sending forth fruit and flowers where used to be 
thistles and thorns. Mountains are scaled-cut down or cut through-if 
they stand in the way of man's progress. Tee ends of the world are brought 
together and the nations of the earth have social intercourse in Glass Pal
aces. Education is no longer locked up, to be used only by the favored few 
who hold the golden key, but is becoming as free as God's air. Christian
ity, and with it civilization, liberty and improvement, are extending over the 
world, and will continue to extend, on and on, un til mankind shall be free, 
happy and good-until the earth is restored, and (in the eloquent words of 
Bascom,) 'Eden be revived on every barren heath.'" 

NORTH CAROLINA. 

The Grand Lodge of North Carolina has one hundred and thirty-six sub
ordinates. The Grand Master in his address to the Grand Lodge says: 

"We continue to receive from the hands of a kind and indulgent Prov
idence the blessings of health, prosperity and happiness; and we would fall 
far short of duty, as Christians and masons, if we failed to make devout 

16 
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acknowledgment to a beneficent Creator for these and other mercies which 
have been unsparingly lavished upon us." 

Some progress has been made in the lodges of North Carolina in raising 
subscriptions for a masonic college, in accordance with a proposition made 
some years ago. 

In their notice of the report of this Grand Lodge for 1850, they say: 

"Our brethren in Maine are the men to accomplish what they undertake; 
and we feel assured they will do all that can be done, to promote the har
mony and interests of the craft. The Grand Lodge of Maine is a bright 
star in the masonic galaxy. May she shine forever." 

TENNESSEE. 

The Grand Lodge of Tennessee reports 218 subordinates, and the interests 
of the order are in a flourishing condition. The Grand Master's address is 
excellent, and touches on important subjects. He says: 

"In reviewing the history of the past ye:tr, we find much cause of con
.gratulation. While some of our sister Grand Lodges h:tve been unfortu
nately racked and torn by internal dissensions, we h:tve escaped divisions 
among ourselves ; and I can truly say that peace and harmony prevail 
·within our borders. The tocsin of strife has been unhe:trd, and intruders 
.have not disturbed the peaceful labors of the workmen." 

He also replies forcibly to the objections made by some that Masonry is a 
-secret society, and by others, that it arrogates to itself duties properly 
belonging to the Christian religion. His replies to these are worthy the 
consideration of objectors. An able report on foreign correspondence was 
presented by W. Charles W. Fuller in place of P. G. M. Tannehill, who for 
several years has performed that duty with great ability, but was then laid 
aside by illness. Maine receives a very handsome compliment in this 
report. A lengthened extract from our last report in relation to our national 
union, and the mission of Freemasonry in regard to it, is introduced with 
the following remarks : 

"The Grand Lodge of Maine held its session in May, 1851. The pro
ceedings before us indicate a prosperous condition of the lodges. The Com
mittee on Correspondence submitted an able and interesting report, from 
which we take the following extract, embodying a sentiment that will be 
responded to by ever'IJ mason in our land." 

The Grand Lodge, we doubt not, will be glad to hear such responses to 
the union sentiment of her last report from the far south. 

VIRGINIA. 

The report of Virginia recorded 142 lodges, and represents the order in a 
healthful condition. The report of the Committee of Correspondence is very 
brief, and embraces but few subjects. The Grand Master's address is able, 

.and thus speaks of the prosperity of Masonry in the old Dominion: 
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"At no period in the history of our beloved institution in this jurisdic
tion, bas there been more cause of congratulation, than the present; new 
lodges are rapidly springing up around us ; old lodges are calling for the re
newal of their charters; men, good and true in eTery department of life, are 
knocking at our doors for admission. The old mason who had permitted 
his zeal to abate, is asking to be again admitted, and re-kindle the fire that 
once burned so brightly and so usefully in his bosom. The reproaches of 
the ignorant and designing, are no longer, or but seldom heard against it. 
The pure principles which Masonry teaches, the quiet benevolence of its 
character, its universality for good, its reprobation of the immoralities of 
life, quietly pursuing the even tenor of its way, without entering into any 
of the trials and commotions which agitate society, have awakened au in
terest in the subject, among the intelligent and worthy, in every part of our 
beloved Commonwealth, and put to shame and reproach all apparent causes 
of opposition." 

GEORGIA. 

In Georgia we find the Grand Lodge in a vigorous condition, having one 
hundred and forty-two subordinates. The revenue of the Grand Lodge for 
the year 1850, was $5,427-sbowing a rapid increase of members. A very 
large part of the printed proceedings is occupied with the returns of these 
subordinates, and we miss the report of a Committee of Correspondence. It 
would be gratifying to find in the report a vigorous discussion of the great 
principles and interests of the order, for the benefit of its young members, 
and perhaps the report for 1851 will give us this when it shall come to band. 
Indeed the Grand Secretary, in a note, partially explains the failure or loss 
of a report which was prepared for the Grand Lodge. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

The Grand Lodlie of Mississippi sends us a report of 256 pages, and a list 
of one hundred and twenty-four subordinates. 

The Committee of Correspondence, throRgh the Grand Secretary, present 
an extended report, in which the New York difficulties are reviewed at some 
length. They copy a series of resolutions adopted by the Grand Lodge of 
Ohio, in which they express regret for the existence of those difficulties, and 
the opinion that they "admit of being adjusted in a manner honorable, and 
to the interest of both parties." They urge the brethren to take the neces
sary steps for adjustment, and offer their mediatorial aid in the settlement of 
them. They also" Resolved, That until the existing difficulties in the Grand 
Lodge of New York be amicably adjusted, or some new feature developed, 
this Grand Lodge cannot recognize either one of the present organizations." 
They commend the course of the Grand Lodge of Maine in collecting and· 
arranging its published proceedings, and those in correspondence with it, 
as the beginning of a masonic Library. The Grand Master's address is an. 
able one, but our limits forbid selections. 
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FLORIDA. 

From Florida we have a report of twenty-six working lodges under the 
jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge. The Committee of Correspondence give a 
report of more than sixty pages, embracing a great variety of matter, ar
ranged in alphabetical order, in which we have the action of a number of 
Grand Lodges. The action of those Grand Lodges which have adopted 
measures to secure libraries is highly commended, also the efforts to secure 
a history of Masonry in each state, through its Grand Lodge. Some good 
suggestions occur iu this report, on the desirableness of inquiries into the 
ancient history of the masonic fraternity . 

"We have now twenty-three lodges in this state, all of which are working 
under regular warrants except the one at Alligator, which will apply for a 
warrant at the present session; and the required number of Master :vrasons, 
duly recommended, are knocking at our door for a warrant to open a lodge 
at i\iecanopy in East Florida, and others for another lodge in Gadsden County. 
Throughout this state, Masonry is enjoying a high degree of prosperity, and 
the respective lodges are working with due regularity. 

"The sphere of Masonry is as broad as humanity itself, and where the 
true interests of man are to be found there should the mason be seen in his 
round of duties; and in no other manner can those interests be better sup
ported than by promoting the cause of education . In England, Germany, 
Denmark and Sweden, under the auspices of Masonry, schools have been 
established, which have furnished the lights of education and knowledge to 
thousands of poor but worthy children, who else might have suffered in 
indigence, ignorance and want. One of the schools alone in Germany, in 
the space of five years, educated eleven hundred children in the elements of 
knowledge and the principles of morality and virtue. 

"In other countries, and especially in England, much bas been done; and 
I have the pleasure to say that many, and I believe most of our Grand 
Lodges in these United States, have taken decisive measures in regard to 
education, and I am proud to add that Florida is not entirely behind the age 
in this matter. She has taken steps, the tendency of which is to cause all 
the children of deceased worthy Master Masons to be educated at the ex
pense of the fraternity ." 

LOUISIANA. 

The Grand Lodge of Louisiana comes out of her long severe trials, 
profited we hope by the severity of her discipline. The voice of the Grand 
Lodges of the Union, in regard to their former troubles, was not appealed to 
in vain, and the thorough investigations of the questions at issue between the 
two bodies once claiming to be Grand Lodges there, and between them and 
the Grand Lodge of a neigh boring state, were of real service to tbe great 
body of Masons elsewhere, as well as Louisiana. The perplexing law suit 
forced upon the Grand Lodge of Louisiana by a former Treasurer, to which 
we referred last year, was decided in favor of the lodge, and the effort of 
an unworthy member to injure the lodge defeated; and his unfitness to be 
in the order clearly demonstrated. The acting Grand Master, in his address 
to the Grand Lodge, says: 
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"We meet at this time under the most favorable circumstances. Since 
the adoption of our new constitution, I am happy to say, peace, concord and 
brotherly love prevail; and let me tell you it bas been to me a source of 
pleasure and joy to have contributed in carrying out this most happy state 
of things. And before entering upon the duties that have called us together, 

• the first offerings of our hearts should be our sincerest prayers of gratitude 
to the Grand Master above, who so kindly inspired us to forget the unfortu
nate difficulty heretofore existing among us. and to unite without distinction 
of local or sectional feelings, for the everlasting honor and glory of Masonry. 
In every part of this jurisdiction, Masonry is now flourishing beyond all 
former precedent." 

The Committee of Correspondence enter on their work like men in earn
est. In their report, they say : 

"We are pleased to find that a spirit of inquiry and thirst for investiga
tion into the principles, history, government and jurisprudence of our insti
tution, a~e fast pervading the minds of our brethren : and that, although all 
proper respect is paid to the knowledge of the ri'tual and ceremonies of the 
order, these are no longer considered as the summit-the "ne p lus ult1·a" of 
masonic learning and acquirements. This is most fully exemplified in the 
proceedings submitted to us, which exhibit, in many instances, a profound 
knowledge and skillful application of the customary, conventional and con
stitutional law and history of the order; and we believe that the reports of 
the committees of correspondence of the various Grand Lodges of the Union, 
independently of their literary merits (which are of a high character), form 
as admirable an analysis, as enlightened a commentary and as fine a prac
tical illustration of these subjects as can be found in any matter wherein 
mental investigation bas been employed. We most heartily congratulate the 
fraternity upon this rise from mechanical to the intellectual part of our pro
fession. We augur from it the happiest results-the elevation of mind iu 
those who pursue such researches, the eliciting of truth from discussion, 
and the spread of information resulting from their labors. While we thus 
rejoice in the physical and intellectual development of our beloved order, 
and hail in them tile guaranty of a long future of prosperity and usefulness, 
let us not forget tbe evils and dangers of the past. Let us not be unmindful 
of the warnings of experience. Let ns not leave the altars of our fathers to 
seek after strange idols; and we may rest assured that the Grand Master of 
the Universe will continue to bless our labors and cement us in the bonds of 
brotherly love." 

Since the above was written, indeed since this Grand Lodge assembled, • 
the committee have received the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of 
Louisiana, for January, 1852. This is an interesting document of about 
250 pages. We have no time to examine it in detail. The Grand Master's 
address is able, and among other things he urges the establishment of a 
Grand Lodge charity fund, and unfolds some excellent views in relation to 
the proper work of the Grand Lodge. The Committee of Correspondence 
speak of the Grand Lodge of Maine with fraternal feelings. They say, 
"the report of the Committee on .Foreign Correspondence contains an able 
and comprehensive summary of the principal points of interest in the trans-

actions of many sister Grand Lodges." * * " "They appear to be in 
possession of no other intelligence from us than of the snit brought by the 
late Grand Treasurer, upon which they remark : 

"We regret to learn that the trials of our Louisiana brethren are not yet 
ended, and most ardently desire that they may soon experience a happy de· 
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liverance, and be able to resume their work in the most successful manner.' 
\Ve heartily thank them for their sympathy and good wishes. They have 
ere this learned that they were realized on the occasion for which they were 
tendered, and we doubt not, on learning our new troubles, the same kind as
pirations, to be followed by decisive action, will have again been offered us ." 

The new troubles to which our Louisiana brethren refer, arise from the 
course of some three of their subordinates, in withdrawing from its jurisdic
tion, since the new Constitution was adopted, and receiving charters from 
what claims to be the Grand Consistory or Supreme Council, in the Valley 
of tbe Mississippi. Their course in this matter is condemned by the Grand 
Lodges generally, and if it were needful, we feel assured that the Grand 
Lodge of Maine will speak with equal decision on the subject. Louisiana now 
speaks kind words to New York, and deals manfully with their troubles 
growing out of the division, there, and also out of the action of the Grand 
Lodge of Ham burgh in chartering a lodge in that state. Your committee 
believe that the G~;and Lodge of Maine heartily respond to the sentiments 
they express on this subject. 

"It is time that the Grand Lodges and other supreme masonic bodies in 
the Un.ited States, should speak out in loud and unmistakable language their 
firm and unaltemble determination to permit no for eign interference in their 
respect ive jurisdictions. The times are rife with the evidences of the dispo
sition to intrude upon our territory by European masonic powers, and they 
must be told in clear and positive terms, that much as we rejoice in the ir 
friendship, and are desirous, as is our duty, to preserve with th em the 
closest alliance, and interchange of brotherly affection, and services, yet 
they must not attempt to dictate to us our line of policy in our own jurisdic
tions, support usurpations in our limits, or do any act, which, however well
adapted to their manners, customs, or habits of thought, may be opposed to 
the interests, or conflict with the opinions and feelings of the brethren in 
this Union. We have always pursued this course, and as we have never at
tempted ourselves, so should we never hereafter permit interference directly 
or indirectly, so long as we remove not tbe ancient landmarks of the order. 

"It is but a short time since Virginia had to complain of the violation of 
her jurisdiction by the Grand Orient of France, and although the cause of 
complaint was removed, when it was protested against, yet that eminent 
body could not have been ignorant that she was encroaching upon the terri
tory of a power equal in rank and privileges to herself. And bad she not 
given her countenance and support to a spurious consistory and Supreme 
Council in New Orleans, in flagrant violation of the rights of the legitimate 
bodies in tbe United States, they would not have possessed the power or had 
the hardihood to violate the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of this state, 
seduce her lodges from their allegiance, and produce a schism, the effects of 
which are painfully fel t by all those who were before united in the most fra
ternal intercourse, and would have continued so forever, but for their mach
inations. 

"We do not wish to be understood as accusing the Grand Orient of France 
of any willful act of hostility , or breach of masonic comity to her sisters and 
compeers in the United States, but we believe she is often imposed upon by 
false representations, and is led into a commission of the acts complained of 
by a too great facility in according all that is asked of her, a fact not much 
to be wondered at, when we consider the complex character of her organiza
tion." 

• 
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ALABAMA. 

The report of the Grand Lodge of Alabama for 1850, gives the proceedings 
to the close of that year. Number of lodges 133. The increase of the order 
during that year was greater than any previous period of the same length. 
Seventeen lodges were chartered, and twenty-eight received dispensations 
during the year. Receipts of the Grand Lodge $3,307.01. The Report on 
Correspondence is less full and explicit than the interests of so many young 
brethren just entering the order could desire, but an interesting address de
livered before the Grand Lodge is published with the proceedings. Both the 
address and the report of a Committee on Education, take high ground on 
the subject of educating the rising generation of that state. The report for 
1851 has come to hand since the above was written, and gives evid~nce of 
increasing prosperity. The number of lodges reported this year is 168, 
being an increase of 35 lodges the past year. The Committee of Correspond
ence failed of receiving the report of the Grand Lodge of Maine. The Grand 
Master's address and the correspondence report, are pervaded with a noble 
spirit, which shows itself in advocating the objects of paramount importance. 

The report of the Committee on Education is one of great interest, and 
shows that several literary institutions are prospering under the fostering 
care of the lodges of the state. The Committee on Foreign Correspondence 
also speaks on this subject, as follows : 

"In examining the proceedings of the Grand Lodges down to the latest 
period for which they have come to hand, your committee have been partic
ularly struck with the extraordinary attention which seems lately to have 
been given to the cause of education. Whether this circumstance might 
have been looked for or not, it is extremely gratifying; for your committee 
are satisfied that eventually education must be the grand distinguishing be
nevolent feature of Freemasonry. To protect the widow and orphan, to 
clothe the naked, to feed the hungry, and to contribute to the relief of the 
necessities of the poor, the oppressed, and the indigent, must of course, for
ever be part and parcel of it; for without these, it would be but a splendid 
pagean t, or a holiday show, gotten up as mountebank exhibitions are, to 
employ the vacant hours of the vain, the silly, and the listless; or to attract 
the gaze of an idle and thoughtless crowd! But Masonry has a higher 
mission, far, and nobler duties to perform. It must not only cherish and 
comfort the physical man, but it must nurture and educate the immortal 
soul. An important part of its duty is to teach men how to live as reason
ing, thinking, godlike beings, and in proportion as this duty is thoroughly 
and efficiently performed, the demand for the performance of the other will 
become less and less." 

OHIO. 

Ohio sends us at a late hour her report of the annual communication of 
four days at Cleveland, commencing on the 24th of October, 1851. The 
address of the Grand Master gives a comprehensive view of masonic prin· 
ciples and duties, an extract from which we here present: 
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"Look well, then, to your duties as masons; have respect for yourselves 
and your high estate as such. Your lodges are more numerous in this than 
in any other state in the Union. Your influence for tbA good of your fellow 
men, as well as for posterity, is not in proclaiming and not following your 
principles and seeking to make proselytes to your order-not in processions 
and gaudy displays for the gaze and stare of the idle and the curious-but 
by so living, by so practicing out of the lodge the principles taught in it, 
that others seeing your good works may follow after, and all thus add glory 
to the Grand ·Architect of the Universe. How delightful the thought, of all 
masons living and acting in perfect accordance with their principles and 
duties as taught them. I allude to no modern Masonry, to no innovations 
from the timll of Solomon. What Masonry was, Masonry is; and what 
Masonry taught us and required of its members in King Solomon's time, it 
teaches and requires now. Let us see what would be the estate and con
dition of each mason if all among us were true and faithful to the order!" 

The Committee of Correspondence close their report with the following 
resolutions, all but the third of which were adopted: 

"Resolved, That the happiness of the fraternity in Ohio requires the 
entire abolition of the office of Grand Lecturer. 

"Resolved, Tha~ as many of the principles of our Order have been often 
unsettled by the conflicting opinions of the various committees of the several 
Grand Lodges of the Union, a work on masonic jurisprudence, carefully 
compiled, would at this time prove of great value to the craft. 

'.'Resolved, That it is both proper and expedient that this Grand Lodge 
should create a fund for general relief. 

"Resolved, That this Grand Lodge, as heretofore, continue to recognize 
the Grand Body in New York, known as the Willard Grand Lodge, and as 
heretofore, will have no masonic communication with any other body that 
assumes to exercise, in that jurisdiction, the powers of a Grand Lodge. 

''Resolved, That in the opinion of this Grand Lodge, the Grand Lodge of 
Louisiana has adopted the only proper course to maintain her authority, by 
excluding from the privileges of the order those lodges within her jurisdic
tion that assume to derive their charters from any unauthorized and spuri
ous body." 

MISSOURI. 

Missouri reports one hundred and thirty-six lodges, most of which are in 
·a working state. A masonic college is located in Lexington, which appears 
to be in a flourishing condition, and an excellent· report is submitted by its 
President and curator to the Grand Lodge, and forms a part of its proceed
ings. We submit the closing remarks of the President: 

"In conclusion, I am happy in being permitted to state that the prospects 
of our college are decidedly more encouraging than at any period since its 
location at the city of Lexington. It is now getting to be understood that 
the officers are all at their proper places, with 'the working tools of their 
profession' all in good order, ready for the duties and responsibilities before 
them. Public attention is turning towards us very favorably, if we may 
credit the many assurances given us on this score; and we expect, if sus
tained by your worshipful body a few years longer, to be able to take our 
stand by the side of the most flourishing institutions of learning in our 
land." 

We will hope to see in her proceedings the present year a full and thor
ough report of the Committee of Correspondence. Missouri has masonic 
talent fitted for it. 



1852.] Grand Lodge of Maine. 249 

.ARKANSAS. 

Arkansas returns forty-four lodges. The Grand Master, after enumerat
ing some of the leading principles of the order, then remarks: 

"Did our lives correspond with the excellent precepts taught in our sev
eral masonic lectures; were those excellent tenets of our order carefully 
observed by us and practiced in out lives, what a different state of things 
would be exhibited to the world. 

"Instead of being looked upon with a jealous or suspicious eye, the world 
would be constrained to cry out' see how these masons love each other,' and 
Masonry assume that station to which she is justly entitled-the handmaid 
to Christianity. Some may ask, are these things so 1 Has Masonry so far 
degenerated in the State of Arkansas 1 Let facts speak. Why this luke
warmness on the subject that we see manifested throughout the state 1 
Why this utter disregard of the ties that should bind us together as a society 
of brethren? Why this difficulty in lodges composed of forty or fifLy mem
bers in getting a quorum to transact business~ " 

NEW JERSEY. 

From New Jersey we have communications for 1851, and January, 1852. 
Both documents are very brief, and the report of a Committee of Corre
spondence is among the deferred art icles. The number of subordinate 
lodges is twenty, one of which was recently formed. 

DEL .A W .ARE • 

• For the first time for many years, we are favored with proceedings from 
the Grand Lodge of Delaware. We are happy to welcome her salutations. 
In the Grand Master's address occurs the following passage: 

"The cathedrals of Europe, upon which volullles have been written, ed
ifices equalling, if not surpassing in grandeur and beauty, the noblest crea
tions of Grecian architects, were conceived and executed by our ancient 
brethren. I have, my brethren, suggested and can only do so, enongh to 
prove that masons have a literature of which they may be proud enough to 
show that to the inquiring mason, who would be an accomplished lecturer, 
a field is opened, wide indeed of research, requiring many volumes and the 
study of years to master them. If this generous thirst for masonic knowl
edge be excited, it will demand books to slake it, the supply will follow and 
the formation of libraries by individuals and by lodges will be as easy as it 
will be certain." 

MISSISSIPPI. 

The report of the Grand Lodge of Mississippi, of more than three hun
dred pages, reached the committee too late to be fully examined. The 
report of the Correspondence Committee is extended and able, and its bear
ing towards the Grand Lodge of Louisiana, since its reorganization, is cour
teous in the main, as it is towards the order generally. About one hundred 
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and fifty subordinates are numbered in Mississippi, and most of them 
appear to be in a prosperous condition, and capable of fulfilling a noble ma
sonic destiny in the south. 

MARYLAND. 

The Committee of the Grand Lodge of Maryland in 1850, acknowledge 
the receipt of the reports of only twelve of the thirty-two Grand Lodges now 
existing. Maine is not included in the list. The report of the Committee 
of Correspondence notices the proceedings of several Grand Lodges, and 
notices some of the past efforts to establish a General Grand Lodge, but 
without going extensively into the discussion of the question. 

Since writing the above, the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Maryland 
for July, 1851, have been received, in which she speaks of her sister in 
Maine with fraternal affection. Maryland, as well as some of the other 
Grand Lodges, publishes the report of the Grand Lodge of England on the 
schism in New York, and her justification of the legitimate Grand Lodge in 
that state. She also publishes a pleasant description of the stone furnished 
by the Grand Lodge of Maryland for the Washington National Monument, 
but your committee forbear to publish this description lest it should awaken 
unpleasant recollections. of the fate of a proposition made last year to fur
nish a block for the same object. Maryland numbers ninety-six subordinate 
lodges, and has apparent prosperity. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

From Washington we hne communications embracing the sessions of 
the Grand Lodge for May, July, November and December, 1851. We have 
also an address on the masonic character and standing of Washington by 
W. G. Master Benjamin B. French, whose masonic skill and instructions we 
were permitted to share, a few years since, on a festive occasion in this city. 
The address was delivered at the tomb of Washington, the 24th of June, 
1851. Your committee are persuaded that the deep interest all men and 
masons feel in all that belongs to Washington will justify our use of the 
closing part of the address. After copious extracts from various authorities 
showing the love of Washington for our order, the address thus proceeds: 

"All this incontrovertible evidence goes to show that Washington often 
mingled with the craft in their public celebrations, and was present in their 
lodges. And we cannot doubt that one or the other of the constructions I 
have given to his letter to Mr. Snyder is tbe true one; and our departed 
brother to whose ashes we have come to-day to manifest our love and our 
veneration for his memory was a true and worthy brother from the day of 
his initiation, in 1752, to the day when be yielded up his spirit to his Maker. 

"We have seen, from the record of Alexandria Lodge, ~bat an emergent 
meeting was held for tbe burial of General Washington, and it is proper 
that I close this portion of these remarks by adding that, in accordance with 
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the proceedings of the lodge at that meeting, the remains of Washington 
were consigned to the tomb with masonic honors. Among those who com
posed the procession to the tomb, according to the account given in the 
appendix to the Life of Washington, by Sparks, and copied from the very 
particular and interesting narrative of his last illness by Mr. Lear, an 
inmate of his household, appears 'Lodge No. 23'; and, of the services at the 
tomb, it is said, 'The masons performed their ceremonies, and the body was 
deposited in the vault.' · 

"I have been thus particular, my respected brethren, in gathering together 
and laying before you the evidences of the masonic standing, character and 
opinions of Washington, for the reason that no pains have been spared by 
the enemies of our order to wrest from us the honor of calling him our 
brother. 

"At the ceremonies attending the laying of the corner stone of the noble 
monument to his memory, now in progress in Washington city, I had the 
high honor of addressing the immense body of masons there assembled. 
That address was no sooner before the public in printed form than some of 
those restless spirits, who sought to ride into public favor on the anti
masonic hobby of 1829-'30, commenced addressing letters to me, controvert
ing some of the statements contained in that address. I frankly admitted 
that rumor bad Jed me into a single error. I had alluded to General Arnold, 
and stated that he was not a mason. I was mistaken; for I have since seen 
an authenticated copy from the records of a lodge in New Haven, showing 
that he was a member of our fraternity. I can only add, here, that be 
proved himself to be a most unworthy one. The other controverted points 
were, touching the masonic character and standing of Washington. I went 
immediately into a thorough examination of his masonic history, and was 
happy to find that every assertion I there made in relation to him was more 
than proved by the record, and by unquestionable tradition . The first 
appropriate opportunity that presented was taken by me to allude to the 
subject before the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia, and I then 
pledged myself to pursue the subject and, upon the first appropriate occa
sion, to embody all the facts in such a . manner as should convince any 
reasonable individual that we claim nothing for Washington as a Freemason 
that is not fully sustained by either authentic history or undoubted oral 
tradition. 

"No more proper time, place, or occasion than the present could have pre
sented, and I have endeavored here to redeem my promise. I hope I have 
done it to your satisfaction, although I have extended my remarks on this 
part of my subject to a greater length than I bad intended this entire address 
should have occupied. · 

"While, as freemasons, we cherish, and we guard as we would the apple 
of our eye, the masonic character of Washington; as American citizens, 
and individuals of this Union of States, which be founded, we are always 
ready to recur to his memory, as that of one who was born to be the ben
efactor of his race; and w!JO, 

"'Moving on from high to higher, 
Became, on fortune's crowning slope, 
The pillar of a people's hope, 
The centre of a world's desire.'-

" To use the language of our eloquent Brother Chandler, 'The nation felt 
that his existence was connected with every pulsation of its heart; and the 
world looked in admiration at the bright luminary of the West, that poured 
back upon his race the accumulation of the wisdom and prudence of man
kind, a golden light, that lay upon the earth in evening beauty-rich and en
riching-lovely in itself, and diffusing loveliness on all upon whicll it shone.' 

"Of th e character of Washington as a Geueral, a Statesman, a great and 
a good man, we can say nothing new; it has all been written, not only in 
books, but upon the hearts of his countrymen. Age cannot efface the 
record; time cannot blot it; but, like the light of that star which blazed 



252 Proceedings of the [May, 

over Bethlehem, and which blazes still among the constellations as brightly 
as it did on that night when the wise men saw it, shall the name and the 
memory of Washington blaze on and on, and grow brighter and brighter, 
as generations succeed generations, till time shall be no more." 

The published proceedings of this Grand Lodge give a very interesting 
detail of the ceremonies of laying the corner stone for the new addition to 
the Capitol at Washington, but our limits forbid a further notice. 

NEW YORK. 

The proceedings of the legitimate Grand Lodge of New York received, are 
from October, 1850, to June, 1851. The report of the Committee on Corre
spondence occupies more than eighty closely printed pages. Of these, nearly 
eight are devoted to the Grand Lodge of Maine, and its proceedings for 
1850. Their notice of us is very carefully drawn, and is respectful and fra
ternal. They say : 

"The Committee on Foreign Correspondence review the proceedings of 
twenty-three Grand Lodges; and the subjects chiefly treated of, are the 
difficulties in New York, Grand Lodge certificates, difficulties in Louisiana, 
and a General Grand Lodge, all which are ably and dispassionately treated." 

This committee also explain the reason why Maine received no reports 
from Louisiana Grand Lodge in 1850. They say: 

"A box of documents for the Grand Lodges of the Northern States, in
cluding some for Maine, fell into the hands of those 'who took forcible pos
session of the Grand Secretary's office and its contents, at the time of their 
trouble in New York." 

They supposed .that this circumstance might have deprived us of the ver
sion of the Louisiana troubles as given by the old Grand Lodge ; but if they 
bad examined the Maine report for 1849, they would have seen that we bad 
given a fair bearing to the whole question, and that the four resolves. recom
mended by us in 1850, and adopted by this Grand Lodge, were submitted 
and adopted in view of all the aspects of the case. Possibly this fact might 

1 

have saved them the long argument they entered upon to justify the old 
Grand Lodge in its course of cumulating different rites. We do not deem it 
necessary now, to review their argument or justify those resolutions, inas
much as the final settlement of the troubles in Louisiana, with the restora
tion of harmony there, which gave us so much joy last year, was precisely 
on the basis urged in the resolutions of this Grand Lodge, in 1850. Could 
the committee be as successful in striking out a course and laying a founda
tion on which a similar union could be brought about between the two con
flicting bodies, claiming to be Grand Lodges in New York, we would willingly 
review the whole controversy again, as "dispassionately " as we did those of 
Louisiana in 1849 and 1850, and as we did their own troubles in 1850 and 
1851. The Grand Lodge of Maine has substantially upheld the position of 
the Grand Lodge, whose report is now under review. We call it the only 
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"legitimate" Grand Lodge in New York. We have rejoiced in the settle
ment of the controversy between her and the St. John's Grand Lodge. Why 
may we not rejoice in another victory of reason, of faith, hope and charity 
over all the frictions of party strife 1 Why should Masonry in the Empire 
State be as a kingdom divided against itsel£1 We will, at least, rejoice 
that the severity of excited passion and hostility is abated. When "sober 
second thought" shall prevail, and kind affectionate feelings shall sway all 
parties, we will hope for re-union in New York. Some attempt has been 
made to secure a union . Let not one failure discourage effort. "Try; try 
again," is the motto. If the parties cannot agree on the terms of union, 
why not enlist the kind offices of competent brothers, mutually chosen from 
the lodges in other states, who shall act as a Committee of Reference 1 Is 
it not time to make an earnest effort to heal the "strifes among the work
men at the temple" in the great and able jurisdiction of this sister state 1 
Cannot the noble hearted brothers of the Grand Lodge be not only just, but 
generous and magnanimous in this matter 1 

VERMONT. 

The last annual communication of the Grand Lodge of Vermont was held 
at Burlington, January 13, 1852. A noble zeal for masonic labor is exhibited 
by our Vermont brethren , since the revival of their Grand Lodge. The 
founders of the Grand Lodge in 1794, did not allow that body the right of re
vising their Constitution, but required that two-thirds of the subordinates 
should first petition the Grand Lodge for revision, and that the Grand Mas
ter should issue his warrant to all the lodges, requiring them to elect each a 
representative to meet in convention at a time and place specified by the 
Grand Lodge, and that this convention should have full power to revise and 
amend the Constitution. All these conditions have been complied with, and 
a revised Constitution is now published, as the result. 

The address of the M. W. Grand Master, Philip C. Tucker, is one of the 
most full and thorough that your committee have seen in its discussion of 
important questions now extant in the Grand Lodges of this coun try. 

The Committee of Correspondence commence their notice of the several 
Grand Lodges, with a liberal quotation from the last year's report of this 
Grand Lodge. The notices of the several Grand Lodges appear to be able, 
fair and manly. The Grand Master is chairman of the committee. 

CONNECTICUT. 

The Grand Lodge of Connecticut held its last annual communication at 
Hartford, in May, 1851. Seventy-eight subordinates are numbered, but sev
eral are not in active operation. The Committee of Correspondence give a 
somewhat extended report, embracing most of the Grand Lodges of the . 
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Union, which seems to be fairly and discriminately prepared. Their notice 
of the Grand Lodge of Maine is very respectful. 

PROVINCIAL GRAND LODGE OF CANADA WEST. 

The committee are sure that the Grand Lodge of Maine are happy to re· 
ceive the salutations of their brethren in Canada and the other British Prov
inces in this country. We still hope, at no distant day, that the iron horse 
will not only carry these salutations more frequently and surely, but also 
render our intercourse with those brethren as much more frequent as it will 
be convenient. 

WASHINGTON FESTIVAL. 

Among the circulars received from various masonic bodies, one is from the 
Grand Lodge of the State of Mississippi, with an extract from their minutes, 
dated Natchez, February 3, 1851, as follows: 

"Resolved, That this Grand Lodge recommend to all lodges under its juris
diction, that they celebrate in appropriate manner on the 4th day of Novem
ber, 1852, the one hundredth anniversary of the reception of the illustrious 
Washington into the masonic fraternity. 

"Resolved, That this Grand Lodge respectfully recommends the adoption 
of similar resolutions to all Grand Lodges with which it holds correspond
ence, and the adoption of similar resolutions to all Grand Lodges with 
which it holds correspondence, ·and that the Grand Secretary communicate a 
copy of these resolutions to said Grand Lodges. 

~· A true copy. Attest: W11r. P. MELLEN, G. 8." 

SUBLIME MASONRY-SUPREME COUNCILS. 

Several documents have been sent to this Grand Lodge from bodies 
claiming to be Supreme Grand Councils of Sovereign Inspectors General. 
These documents have been sent, no doubt, for the purpose of being duly 
considered and passed upon by the bodies to which they are sent. To your 
committee it seems inexpedient to report particularly on these documents 
at this time. Several reasons might be given for this: 

1. The length of this report is an objection. 
2. The subjects presented in these documents, if dealt with at all, should 

be treated with mature consideration, and not hastily decided. 
3. There are several bodies, each of which maintains claims either incon

sistent with another or with the rights of existing lodges. 
4. Another, and a serious one, is, that conflicting claims in some cases, 

descend to unamiable personalities, and lead masons of long experience 
who ought to be models of propriety, to display unlovely traits of character. 
The committee feel it to be wise to suspend judgment in the premises, and 
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advise the parties to change their course of condact, or change their motto so 
it shall not read "Ordo ab chao." Some of the articles written by the con· 
flicting parties will otherwise need to be labelled "confusion worse con
founded." 

Should it become necessary to discuss this subject hereafter, the docu
ments might properly be placed in the hands of your committee, when ap
pointed for another year. There are four of these Grand Councils claiming 
jurisdiction in this country. One is at Charlestown, S. C.; one in the Val
ley of New Orleans. The other two claim authority in New York and New 
England. 

The one at Charleston and the one at the North, which has W. Charles 
W. Moore of Boston as its Secretary, are the only two which recognize each 
other as legitimate bodies. The other body, at New York, claiming author
ity in this part of the country, bas as its champion W. Henry C. Atwood, who 
was lately at the head of St. John's Grand Lodge. His course in regard to 
the other body, as exhibited in the Masonic Sentinel, is certainly very un
masonic, and much of his language in regard to Bro. Moore and the Free
masons' Magazine at Boston, is exceed ingly offensive and uncharitable. It 
would be fortunate if nothing bad been said in reply equally offensive. 
These personalities and bitter controversies .between masonic brethren and 
those who have received high honors deserve severe rebuke. They will do 
much to bring reproach on the bodies they represent and upon the masonic 
fraternity. The" Supreme Council" for the Valley of New Orleans, as we 
have seen, has claimed and exercised the right to charter lodges in Louis
iana, regardless of the jurisdiction and rights of the Grand Lodge of that 
state-a course of conduct justly exposed and rebuked in the prompt action 
of that Grand Lodge and its excellent Grand Master, and responded to by 
many of the Grand Lodges of this Union. 

The Grand Lodge of Maine will doubtless coincide with all other Grand 
Lodges in resisting all attempts of such bodies to interfere with their juris
dictions. If these Supreme Grand Councils have a mission to fulfill , a first 
duty is manifestly to lay aside all bitterness and strife and evil speaking, to 
settle their intestine strifes, and cease from all attempts to interfere with 
the regular and established authority of the Grand Lodges and Grand Chap
ters of the Union. Then those of us who now are comparatively ignorant 
of their merits, may be disposed to give them a fair hearing. 

CONCLUSION. 

In closing this report, the committee crave the indulgence of the Grand 
Lodge for its length. We could not well make it shorter without injustice 
to the advancing interests of our beloved and rapidly increasing order. We 
have desired to let the members of this body enjoy with us a taste of "the 
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feast of reason and flow of soul" which Masonry is annually preparing in 
our land, and that our subordinates, now rapidly filling up with earnest 
men, desiring" light" and" more light" in Masonry. We might have given 
them still more evidence of the deep interest felt in other states in what is 
passing here. in Maine, but this we have not thought desirable. Indeed, it 
might flatter our vanity too much to tell them all the kind things which our 
brethren in other states say of us as a masonic fraternity . 
· No Grand Lodge in the Union has received more respectful notice in the 

proceedings of the Grand Lodges of other states. No reports are more com
plimented or liberally and approvingly copied from, than the reports ema
nating from this body. 

While we gratefully accept the salutations and sympathies of our brethren 
in other states, let us receive them only as incitements to increasing activity 
and fidelity in our masonic labor. A blessed work is committed to our 
hands. Though placed in the" north-east corner" of our glorious Union, let 
us show ourselves worthy to share in the glorious work 'of building the tem
ple of freedom and national greatness, whose pillars of wisdom, strength 
and beauty shall stand in the East, in the West, in the North and in the 
South,-stand firmly and imperishably-whatever tempests shall sweep 
around their base, or threaten the social fabric, and the national institutions 
and interests which we highly prize and which our order is fitted to preserve. 

In addition to their other duties, the Committee of Correspondence were 
instructed to correspond with other Grand Lodges of the Union, and to 
urge the formation of a General Grand Lodge of the United States. On 
this subject, your committee ask leave to submit a separate report. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

CYRIL PEARL1 } 

ALLEN HAINES, Committee. 
F . BRADFORD1 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN 
CORRESPONDENCE. 

The following report, submitted by the Committee on Foreign 
Correspondence, upon the subject of the formation of a General 
Grand Lodge of the United States, having been approved and 
adopted by this Grand Lodge, was ordered to be published with 
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our proceedings, and also in the form of a circular, and for
warded to the several Grand Lodges and to the principal officers 
thereof, as well as to the elective officers of the Grand Chapters 
and Grand Encampments of the United States; with the ex
pression of our desire that the several Grand Lodges will give 
their early attention to the subject, and indicate their views 
and action thereon in an early reply. 

REPORT OF THE CoMMITTEE ON FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE IN 

RELATION TO A GENERAL GRAND LODGE OF THE 

UNITED STATES. 

To the W. G1·and Lodge of Maine: 

At the last annual communication of this Grand Lodge, it was • 
Voted, That the Committee on Foreign Correspondence be, and are here

by requested to correspond with the several Grand Lodges in the United 
States, recognized by this Grand Body as such, urging upon them the neces· 
sary steps for forming a General Grand Lodge of the United States. 

As the committee were not instructed in relation to the method of corre
spondence or the time of presenting the result of their labors, they have 
felt somewhat embarrassed as to the best method of complying with the 
resolution and meeting the wishes of this Grand Lodge. From the results · 
of efforts thus far made to secure a General Grand Lodge, the committee 
were satisfied that nothing could be gained by precipitation, but that if such 
a body was to be formed with any prospect of success, it must be a work of 
time and mature deliberation. 

It bas seemed to them desirable that if another attempt were made to or
ganize such a body, it should be done when this branch of the masonic fra 
ternity could be generally and ably represented, and without· involving 
heavy expense to the several state Grand Lodges. 

It has also seemed desirable that such an attempt should be made when 
there were no exciting influences or perplexing controversies to disturb the 
deliberations of a preliminary meeting, or enlist any of the Grand Lodges 
against the measure, or against each other. 

The committee have also desired to profit by the experience of the Gen
eral Grand Bodies in the other departments of Masonry, and by whatever 

17 
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light the communications from the several Grand Lodges and Grand Chap· 
ters of the Union might incidentally reflect on this subject the present year. 

They have believed that the most favorable time for attempting an organ
ization would be at the time of the next triennial meeting of the General 
Grand Chapter and General Grand Encampment, which bodies are to as
semble in Lexington, Kentucky, in September, 1853. 

For these and other reasons, your committee have thought proper to delay 
addressing the sister Grand Lodges on this subject till their views could be 
better matured and submitted to this Grand Lodge, and if approved, to send 
them out in connection with the proceedings of this annual communication, 
and also in the form of a circular, to all the elective officers of the several 
Grand Lodges in the United States, inviting the early attention and reply of 
their respective bodies to this proposition. 

Such being the views of the committee, they will indicate briefly the out
lines of this question as they understand it: 

I. They believe the interests of Freemasonry in our country, in all its de· 
partments, would be greatly promoted by the formation of a General Grand 
Lodge of the United States, with appropriate powers and limita~ions. 

2. That the voice of a decided majority of the Grand Lodges of this coun
t ry has been clearly expressed in favor of such an organization. 

3. That the diversities of sentiment as to the precise duties, powers and 
limitations of such a body, so far as expressed, do not at all discourage the 
hope of essential agreement on a satisfactory basis, whenever a suitable 
.meeting of delegates can be assembled. 

4. That the progress already made in the settlement of long standing dif
. ticulties in some of the states, is one of the most encouraging evidences that 
. a General Grand Lodge may be harmoniously and successfully organized. 

5. If all the difficulties of jurisdiction and the intestine strifes in the sev
eral states were healed, so far from diminishing the necessity of a General 
Grand Lodge, the difficulties in the way of its organization would be 
removed and the way successfully opened for its beneficent career. 

6. That such an organization is highly desirable, that it may complete our 
national masonic organization and co-operate successfully with the other 
national bodies, the General Grand Chapter and General Grand Encamp

·ment. Such ltD organization should hold its sessions in connection with the 
other two, and in some cases the same individuals could represent each de
partment of the order, and the expense of representation be shared equitably 
by their several bodies. 

In this way all the interests of Masonry would be brought into notice 
and in a .way most likely to harmonize and promote the interests and pros
perity of all the departments. , 

Such a gathering of the masonic family, in all its branches, would bring 
.together.masons of high character, talent and moral worth, familiar with the 
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wants of the various departments of the order, and the happiest results 
might be anticipated from their labors. 

7. Your committee believe that such an organization, with proper regula
tions, would be of great value, not only to the masonic fraternity in this 
country but to the interests of our order throughout the world. It would be 
the centre of correspondence for all the Grand Lodges of the world, and a 
masonic union of these United States would present to our brethren of all 
lands a most happy illustration of our national motto, "E Pluribus Unum ." 

8. In conclusion, the com!llittee suggest that such an organization, meet
ing regularly with the General Grand Chapter and General Grand Encamp
ment, and bringing together from all parts of the country, noble minded 
men, imbued with the spirit of Masonry and charged with the responsibil
ities of legislating for its welfare, would be most happy in its influence on 
the stability and welfare of our Union. The meetings of this body might 
sometimes occur near our halls of national legislation, and give them an 
example of legislation which knows "no North, no South, no East, no 
West," and has no "Mason and Dixon's line." 

In the report on Foreign Correspondence for the last year, the committee 
gave some views of the mission of Masonry in relation to our national 
Union, to which they respectfully refer. 

Should this Grand Lodge approve these suggestions of the committee, 
they would propose that they be sent out to the fraternity as proposed, with 
an introductory note, desiring early attention and reply. 

They would also propose that a copy of the circular be sent to the elective 
officers of all the Grand Chapters and Grand Encampments of the United 
States. 

CYRIL PEARL, } 
ALLEN HAINES, Committee. 
F. BRADFORD, 

REPORTS OF DISTRICT / DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS. 
,. 
I 

REPORT OF D. D. <{. MASTER OF FIRST DISTRICT. 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine: 
The District Deputy Grand Master of the first masonic district, respect

fully asks leave to present the following report: 
There are in this district seven working lodges, which I will briefly notice. 
1. Cumberland Lodge, No. 12, at New Gloucester, consists of twenty 
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members, and has initiated five candidates the past year. In this lodge the 
r ight spirit seems to prevail , and there is every indication of prosperity. 

2. Freeport Lodge, No. 23, at Freeport, is now in a flourishing condition. 
It consists of twenty-eight members, of the right stamp. They return thirteen 
initiates, and one deceased, during the last two years, as they made no re
turn to the Grand Lodge at its last annual communication. 

3. Casco Lodge, No. 3G, at Yarmouth, have now but twelve members, and 
have done no work during the past year, although they have held their reg
ular monthly meetings, and the members have a ttended punctually. 

4. Ancient Landmark Lodge, No. 17, at Portland, I regard as one of the 
most flourishing in the state. They have ninety-four members, and return 
thirteen initiates, two rejected and two deceased during the past year . 

5. Portland Lodge, No.1, is the largest as well as one of the most prosper
ous in this district. It consists of one hundred and ten immediate, and 
twenty honorary members. The return of this lodge exhi bits seventeen in
itiated, crafted and raised, and two raised who bad been previously initiated 
and crafted. 

G. Harmony Lodge, No. 38, at Gorham, is in a good working state, and 
exhibits good evidence of the masonic ab ility and character of its officers 
and members. Fifteen candidates have been initiated in this lodge the past 
year, and the number of its members is fifty. 

7. United Lodge, No.8, at Brunswick, is one of the oldest in the state, as 
well as one of the most prosperous. It consists of forty members. The 
regular meetings of this lodge are punctually attencled, and the brethren are 
always anxious to see that the "Ancient Landmarks" of the order are 
strict ly adhered to. During the past year they have initiated, crafted and 
raised. seven candidates. 

I find that three of the lodges only (in this district) have a charity fund, 
viz: Ancient Landmark and Portland Lodges, at Portland, and United 
Lodge, at Brunswick. 

The Ancient Landmark Lodge has a fund of about $3,000. Portland Lodge 
about :'$1,300, and the United Lodge about $1,300, all invested in stocks and 
other property, the income of which is appropriated for charitable purposes. 

In these lodges a sufficient amount is paid by the members, either by 
quarterages or annual assessments, to meet their current expenses. 

During the past year I have received from the Grand Treasurer, twenty. 
two dollars, to be appropriated by me in charity. I have thought proper to 
d istribute this amount equally among the lodges under my jurisdiction, and 
have accordingly paid the amount to the Treasurers of the several lodges, to be 
paid out by them under the d irection of the managers of their charity funds . 

By the returns, I find that there are in this district, three hundred and fi fty
four members, and that there have been sixty-five initiated the past year. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 
SAMUEL S. WING, D. D. G. M. First District. 
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REPORT OF D. D. G. MASTER OF SECOND DISTRICT. 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine: 
Having received your appointment as D. D. G. Master of the second ma

sonic district under the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, I accepted the 
trust with great diffidence. My age and infirmity, as to health, rendered it 
very uncertain whether I should be able to discharge its duties in a proper 
manner; the lodges being extended over a large extent of territory and my 
residence being on the extreme easterly border of the district. 

I have distributed the blanks and other communications of the Grand 
Lodge, as I have received them from the Grand Secretary, to the several 
lodges in this district; have visited several lodges in person and two of 
them.by appointment. 

I visited Tranquil Lodge, No. 29, at Danville, on the 28th of January; 
found them in good working condition, apparently well united and prosper
ous. I installed the officers and addressed them briefly. Their members 
number fifty-two and they have initiated ten during the last ye:;tr, have made 
their returns in good order, with thei r dues, to the Grand Lodge. 

Oriental Star Lodge, No. 21, at Livermore, I visit often, being a member 
thereof; which lodge is in good working condition-meets regularly every 
month. Number of members, thirty-four. Records well kept, and harmony 
prevails. 

I visited Blazing Star Lodge, No. 30, at Rumford, by my appointment, on 
the second day of April. But by reason of the deranged state of the mails 
they did not receive my notice in season to assemble the lodge (the mem
bers being scattered over several of the adjoining towns). I found the Mas
ter absent in Massachusetts-the Secretary in the Legislature-the mem
bers divided in opinion in reference to the location of their lodge, &c., which 
I feared would terminate much to their disadvantage. 

That lodge made no regular return last year, as will be seen by Bro. 
Washburn's report and his letter to me on the subject. I examined their 
records with Bro. Frost, the S. W., found some omissions and other irregu
larities, which he promised me should be corrected, and the returns for 1851 
and 1852, together with dues to the Grand Lodge, should be made out in 
due form and forwarded to me before the first day of May. But I have 
heard nothing from them since. 

Pythagorean Lodge, No. 11, at Fryeburg, Oxford Lodge, No. 18, at Paris, 
King Hiram Lodge, No. 57, at Dixfield, have been dormant for many years, 
and no prospect, so far as I can learn, of their resuscitation, and have long 
since forfeited their charters and ought no longer to incumber the records 
of the Grand Lodge. 

I have written to them, directed my letters to the Master, Secretary or 
any member of the lodge at Fryeburg and also at Paris, requesting them to 
inform me of their condition and suggesting the propriety of their surrender-
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ing the charter to the Grand Lodge, but have received no answer whatever. 
Some two or three of the members of King Hiram Lodge promised me most 
solemnly that they would communicate with me on the subject, but have 
failed to do so. 

I see, by Bro. Washburn's report of last year, that Mount Moriah Lodge, 
at Denmark, was reported dormant. But that lodge has since commenced 
work, and I appointed Bro. L. P. Sawyer to visit that lodge as well as the 
lodge at Bridgton, and to discharge my duties at those two lodges; and for 
the information of the Grand Lodge, I herewith submit Bro. Sawyer's letter 
to me in reference to them. 

The traveling bas been so impassable during the past winter, by reason of 
snow and blows, that it was dangerous to get far from home with any assur
ance of getting home again in due season; so that visiting the lodges in the 
interior has been attended with great hazard and inconvenience. 

Since writing the above, I have received the return from Oriental Lodge 
at Bridgton, together with the dues to the Grand Lodge. 

The amount received from a part of the lodges in the second district is 
$39.25, which sum I have paid over to the Grand Treasurer. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

CORNELIUS HOLLAND, D. D. G. M. Second District. 

REPORT OF D. D. G. MASTER OF THIRD DISTRICT. 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine: 
The District Deputy Grand Master of the third masonic district in this · 

state would respectfully report:-That the appropriate duties of the office 
have been attended to during the last revolving year, which now opens a new 
era in our masonic progress. In that time, he has held frequent and friendly 
intercourse with the several lodges composing this extensive district, and 
has distributed such books and blanks as the duties of the office seem to 
contemplate, and has visited each lodge in the district at least once, and is 
now able, with pleasure, to congratulate this Grand Lodge on the evident 
marks of improvement since our last meeting. Visited Lafayette Lodge in 
Readfield, November 16th, and found the brethren awake to their interests, 
and cautiously pursuing their even way. Installed their officers pnblicly, 
attended by a very intelligent and respected audience, who were addressed 
very appropriately and interestingly, by Rev. Brother Eaton, assisted by 
a good choir of singers, who added much interest to the meeting. Early in 
December, visited Bethlehem Lodge at Augusta, where was witnessed a de
cided improvement from bygone years, in a laudable disposition to ascertain 
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what is true genuine masonry, and adhere strictly to it. Installed the officers, 
and with a very respectable company of ladies, partook of a fine collation at 
Bro. Hamlin's, where-the audience was addressed by several brethren. 

December 10. Visited Hermon Lodge at Gardiner, when the officers were 
installed in fine style, by Right Worshipful Bro. Springer, attended by the 
brethren and their ladies, who were pleased to grace the scene. This lodge 
is under the care of R. W. Brother Webber, and I need not say, is well con
ducted, and on the basis of Ancient Landmark Masoury,-a language for the 
world. 

February 19. Visited our young sister, the Blue Mountain Lodge, at 
Phillips, with the expectation of dedicating their new and commodious ball; 
but the weather was inclement, so that it was thought most advisable to 
postpone it to the 24th of June; when the brethren would be happy to meet 
the brethren of other lodges, to join in the ceremonies of the occasion. This 
lodge, under the superintendence of our Hon. Brother Sherburne, is conducted 
in a very commendable style, and does high honor to her station. 

February 20. Returning, visited Maine Lodge at Farmington-distributed 
the necessary blanks, then attended to some work, and discussed several in
teresting masonic subjects. This lodge keeps very commendably in the 
ancient line of what masonry was, and is in good order. 

January 7. Visited Old Kennebec Lodge, under, for the present year, W. 
Brother Day. In this lodge, there has been some trifling difficulty, but it 
has been arranged by the rule. There is a good spirit apparent in the lodge, 
and no objection can be made to the method or mode of work. 

March. Visited Central Lodge, in China, which bore a very good examina
nation·; is a little careless in phraseology, but displays a good spirit, and is 
prosecuting a good work. This is a good lodge. 

March. Visited Northern Star Lodge, North Anson, lately removed from 
Solon Village; is doing well ; not fully attended ; noticed some incorrect 
phrases; discussed questions. It manifests a commendable spirit to know 
the right, and do it. 

Did not visit Waterville till April; though several communications passed . 
This lodge reports well, and is doing a fair business, in pretty good style. 

It may be observed that in some lodges there is no Chaplain. It is believed 
to be a subject of regret, while "Masonry is so far interwoven with religion" 
that any lodge should habitually meet without a regular Chaplain. ·Some in
teresting enquiries have been opportunely instituted with regard to the 
funds of lodges. This is believed to be a subject of the first importance. 
The question may be pertinently asked, whose are the funds ~ In answer 
to the question propounded, it may be stated, with a few exceptions, that 
the income of the lodge from all sources is carried to a general fond, from 
which is paid the necessary expenses of the lodge, and all donations ; gener
ally appropriated by a vote of a majority of members present. Accounts 
and bills are passed by auditors chosen, or as is more general, by the War 
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dens and Secretary, and ordered by the Master, and it may be here stated, 
that in general, a good degree of economy is observed. Most of the mem
bers pay to the Grand Lodge, per quarterages and initiates, according to the 
law applicable thereto. An opinion prevails to some extent, that the funds 
belong to the local lodge, to be used at discretion, but it is not in accordance 
with the spirit of a "universal " institution. The subject of physical disa
bility has been called up and both sides given as impartially as could be 
done, and the result is, so far as ascertained, favorable to existing law. 

And finally, it may be stated, the subject of legislation as to what is 
Masonry, has been brought before the lodges, and its pernicious and destruct
ive effects exposed with all the power that time and talent would permit, and 
the true ground marked out to seek what Masonry was and is, and not what 
we will make it. The nature of the institution has been explained, its origin 
and its character; objections obviated, the character of opposers and sa
ceders exposed-reasons assigned for not making its benefits general, and 
excluding some worthy classes which have apparently given satisfaction . 
The landmarks explained, and exhortations given to observe all the minor, 
as well as the major points of masonic instruction. The third district is 
composed of ten working lodges, aud four which were reported as doing 
nothing, and recommendation was offered in the report that they be stricken 
from the rolls of the Grand Lodge, which was accepted. Blue Mountain 
Lodge has been under dispensation two years and now asks for a charter. 
Vassalboro Lodge, too, asks a renewal, which iij a subject for action. The 
returns have in several instances come in in an informal state, but no mate
rial defects are observable. The several lodges report one hundred and 
thirty-five unaffiliated masons. Three hundred sixty-two members. Eighty
two initiated; the fees to the Grand Lodge on them, exclusive of clergymen, 
amounts to one hundred and fifty-eight dollars, and the members' fees to 
forty.five dollars ninety nine cents. Total to the sum of five hundred and 
four dollars. There are many subjects which might well claim attention, 
but the length of this report forbids an extension. 

Respectfully submitted, 

EUSEBIUS WESTON, D. D. G. M. Third Dist1·ict. 

REPORT OF D. D. G. MASTER OF FOURTH DISTRICT. 

The undersigned, D. D. G. Master for the fourth masonic district, respect
fully asks leave to present the following report of the condition of the lodges 
in said district. 

Lincoln Lodge, at Wiscasset, one of the oldest and best condacted in the 
state, returns forty-four members and fourteen initiations for the past year. 
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Fees to the Grand Lodge, $33.50. This lodge works with a great degree of 
smoothness and accuracy, and transacts all its business with unusual deco
rum and propriety. 

Solar Lodge, at Bath, returns thirty-three members and five initiations; 
fees to Grand Lodge, $24.12. Although the additions to this lodge are few 
in number, yet it affords me great pleasure to say what ought to be said, in 
truth by every lodge in the state and out of it, that extreme caution and cir
cumspection have been used in selecting candidates for admission. 

Orient Lodge, at Thomaston, returns twenty-six members and four initia
tions. Fees to Grand Lodge, $9.25. This lodge was, during the last year, it 
will be recollected, destitute of a place of meeting, and added but one to its 
number. It is now, I am happy to say, in a prosperous condition, and bids 
fair so to continue; its members working harmoniously together, and keep
ing the good of the craft constantly in view. 

Union Lodge, at Union, on account of causes beyond my control, I was 
not able to visit personally, but forwarded a dispensation to R. W. Brother 
Lindley, requesting him to perform that service. Brother Lindley says: 

" Although no candidate has been initiated yet, the lodge has met, gener
erally, once in two weeks, and employed the time· in gaining instruction in 
the work and lectures, to much profit, and is, in all respects, in good condi
tion ." 

Returns forty-six members. Fees to Grand Lodge, $5.75. 

Alna Lodge, at Damariscotta, returns twenty-one members and sixteen in
itiations. Fees to the Grand Lodge, $30.62. This branch of the masonic 
family justifies the favorable anticipations indulged in regard to it, at the 
time of its resuscitation two years ago, and promises to take a place among 
the most prosperous lodges in the state. 

Aurora Lodge, at Rockland, has sixty-two members, and returns sixteen 
initiations. Fees to Grand Lodge, $39.75. It is the largest and one of the 
most prosperous lodges in the district. 

King Solomon's Lodge, at Waldoboro', returns thirty-three members and 
seven initiations for the past year. Fees to Grand Lodge, $18.12Yz. 

Richmond Lodge, at Richmond, has forty-five members and h;ts initiated 
eight candidates for the year now ended. Fees to Grand Lodge, $21.62. The 
charter to this lodge was granted at the annual comruunication of this 
Grand Body in 1850. It has done a sufficient amount of work and has exer
cised a good degree of caution in the admission of candidates; thus showing 
that the confidence of the Grand Lodge was not misplaced. 

In obedience to a resolve of the Grand Lodge, passed at its last annual 
communication, in regard to admitting maimed persons to our order, the 
several subordinate lodges in this district have all expressed, by vote, an 
opinion, except Lincoln Lodge, at Wiscasset. These opinions, as thus ex
pressed, will be found annexed to the annual returns, by which it will be 
seen that Aurora Lodge, at Rockland, has taken the same view of the sub-
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ject, or perhaps somewhat more liberal than that implied in the 4th section, 
article 3d, of the fourth part of the Constitution of this Grand Lodge ; and 
Union Lodge has expressed the same opinion. The other six are of opinion 
that a candidate should be physically able to comply with all his masonic 
obligations-in other words, should have all his senses reasonably perfect, 
and limbs not materially impaired. 

The liberal, if not vague regulation in the constitution just referred to, 
seems to require some more precise explanation than is to be therein found ; 
otherwise, serious difficulties may, and probably will grow out of it. To 
require a man, under the solemnities of our masonic obligations, to perform 
certain specified duties, when, at the same time, we know that it is to be 
physically impossible for him to comply with the obligations thus imposed 
upon him, is a matter appertaining to sound morality as well as ancient 
Masonry. Or, if masons· are not required to fulfill all their masonic obliga
tions, perhaps it would be as well for this Grand Body so to amend its con
stitution that it may not be left to conjecture which are and which are not 
to be regarded as binding upon them, otherwise, some will be disposed to 
disregard one obligation and some another, and others again will place the 
whole in one category. 

In obedience to a circular from theM. W. Grand Master, under date of 
January 1, 1852, I herewith submit the annexed tabular view of . the con
dition of the lodges in the fourth district, by which it will be perceived that 
none of them have any permanent fund set apart exclusively for charitable 
purposes, and I am not informed if any more than one lodge has any in
vested funds at all. 

There still continues the same discrepancy in the mode of work, as prac
ticed in the different lodges in this district, heretofore complained of. It is 
to be hoped, however, that all cause of complaint on this subject will soon 
cease. 

The additions to the lodges in this district, so far as I can learn, are, with 
one or two exceptions, composed of such materials as will bring credit to 
the order. 

The question of the extent of the jurisdiction of each lodge has been 
raised, and no satisfactory solution of it seems to have been arrived at. 
Does it extend beyond the geographical limits of the town in which a lodge 
is located 1 

The term is several times•used in the constitution, and it would seem 
reasonable that each lodge should have some way of knowing precisely what 
are its limits in this respect. 

The total of members of the nine lodges composing the fourth district are 
three hundred and thirty-eight; initiations the present year, seventy-four; 
fees to Grand Lodge, 6184.24. 

The amount appropriated at the last annual communication of this Grand 
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Body for charitable purposes in the fourth district still remains in the 
treasury. 

S. J. TALLMAN, D. D. G. M. Fourth Dist1·ict. 

REPORT OF D. D. G. MASTER OF FIFTH DISTRICT. 

To the M. W. G'rand Lodge of Maine : 
The undersigned, D. D. G. Master of the fifth masonic district, herewith 

presents his annual report. 
During the past year, your deputy has visited the several lodges within his 

district-collected the annual returns; together with the dues accruing to 
the Grand Lodge, amounting to $65.12~. 

Mystic Lodge, at Hampden, although one of the youngest in the state, gives 
promise of great success. 

The records show that their meetings are held weekly; that they are well 
attended, and that harmony and brotherly love prevails among the brethren. 

Under the influence of faithful and efficient officers, an interesting and 
zealous brotherhood, this lodge promises the happiest results. 

Felicity Lodge, at Bucksport, is one of the oldest in the state. It is no 
less a pleasure than a duty to speak of this lodge in terms of high com
mendation. The most perfect order, harmony and fraternal feelings prevail 
here. The ancient landmarks, as well as all the essentials of our order, are 
carefully and rigidly observed; and the whole organization is carried for
ward with ability, vigor and success. 

Lygonia Lodge, at Ellsworth, I feel compelled to say, does not present a 
very prosperous condition. For several years past this lodge has not sus
tained the character for zeal and activity in Masonry, which it formerl y en
joyed. Much of its effort to improve seems to have been misdirected. 
Since its reorganization, several unworthy subjects have been admitted; one 
of which has been suspended, and perhaps some others should be. 

I am happy, however, to believe that under the auspices of worthy officers 
and faithful brethren-striving to set aside existing difficulties-to restore 
friendship and brotherly love-so essential to our order-as well as the ob
servance of more caution and prudence in the acceptance of candidates, this 
lodge will yet recover from its past reverses, and henceforth take her place 
among the best lodges in the state. 

Answers to the several questions proposed by the Grand Lodge to the 
s~lbordinate lodges in this district, are received and accompany this report . 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. D. MOOR, D. D. G. M. Fifth District. 
ELLSWORTH, May ], 1852. 
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REPORT OF D. D. G. MASTER OF SIXTH DISTRICT. 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge: 
The undersigned, D. D. G. Master, having attended to the duties of that 

office during the past year, would respectfully report : 
That he has received returns from Warren Lodge, No.2, with fees due to 

the amount of four dollars and fifty cents. Also, from St. Croix Lodge, No. 
46, with fees due, to the amount of ten dollars sixty-two and a half cents; 
making in the whole, the sum of fifteen dollars, twelve and a half cents. All 
of which has been forwarded to the Grand Treasurer by mail. 

From Eastern Lodge, No. 7, I have received no return. 
From Washington Lodge, No. 46, I have received no return ; it will be 

made direct to the Grand Lodge, on the return of the Master, who is now 
absent. 

Agreeably to the suggestion from the R. W. Grarid Master, sundry ques
tions were proposed to the several lodges, and answers required in relation 
to the fin ancial concerns of the same. 

Answers have been received from Warren Lodge, No.2, and from Eastern 
Lodge, No. 7, which accompany this report. Washington Lodge, No. 37, and 
St. Croix Lodge, No. 46, have returned no answers; they will, probably, 
before long. I have distributed to the several lodges within this district, all 
the documents received from time to time from the Grand Secretary, for 
that p~rpose, and would here say that all the lodges are in want of blanks. 

The lodges in the district hold their regular communications monthly. 
Some, however, suspend them during the warm season, and most of them 
hold them weekly, during the winter season, when there is much work to be 
done. 

There has not been so much work done in the lodges in this district the 
past year, as in some years formerly, but what has been done has been well 
done; it has added to the respect of the lodges within and without; and I 
have the satisfaction to say that the lodges stand well; harmony prevails 
amongst the members with a good degree of attention to the ancient usage, 
customs and order of the institution which is advancing in science and mor
ality, and its influence is felt, and has a good effect on all around; and may 
we not fondly look forward to its advance in virtue and piety, till its influ
ence shall be universally felt by the whole human family~ Then every man 
will be disposed to hail his fellow-man as brother, and to extend to him the 
hand of charity and good will, the same which he would wish to receive, and 
that glorious time come which is predicted in Scripture; when none shall 
have to say to his neighbor, "Know ye the Lord, for all shall know him from 
the least to the greatest." So mote it be. 

J . C. TALBOT, D. D. G. M. Sixth District. 
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REPORT OF D. D. G. M. OF SEVENTH DISTRICT. 

To the M. W . Grand Lodge of Maine: 
The seventh masonic district in Maine contains on its list eight lodges. 
Rising Virtue, No. 10, at Bangor, was chartered in 1802, and returns 

twelve initiates and thirty-seven members. 
Penobscot, No. 39, at Dexter, was chartered in 1822, and returns eleven 

initiates nnd thirty-nine members. 
Piscataquis, No. 44, at Sebec, exists only in name; and I respectfully 

recommend that her nnme be stricken from the list of lodges in this juris
diction. 

Meridian Splendor, No. 49, at Newport., chartered in 1826, returns nine 
initintes and twenty-nine members. 

Mosaic, No. 62, at Dover, chartered in 1827, returns seven initiates and 
twenty-four members. 

Stnr in the East, No. 64, at Oldtown, chartered in 1848, returns seventeen 
initiates and fifty-four members. 

Pacific Lodge, No. 64, at Stetson, chartered in 1861, returns fifteen initiates 
nnd twenty-five members. 

Mechanics', No. 66, at Orono, chartered in 1861, :returns twenty-five ini
tiates and forty-two members. 

The whole number of initiations in the seventh district during the past 
masonic year is ninety-six; and the number of members as returned, two 
hundred and fifty. Whole amount of dues, $219.25; all of which bas been 
promptly paid by the lodges. 

The resolution passed at the last communication of this Grand Body, 
requiring a return of masons not members of subordinate lodges, has been 
partial ly complied with, but four lodges having acted in the matter. They 
return two hundred. and nineteen. 

On the resolution sent out for the action of subordinate lodges, as to what 
physical disabi lity should debar a man from the honors of Masonry, so far 
as ac tion has been had and reported there seems a difference of opinion 
among the lodges ; two recommending a strict adherence to the ancient 
landmarks and four favoring a modification, so far as that if the disability 
do not amount to a disqualification for obtaining an honest livelihood, and 
from being instructed in the mysteries of the order, it shall not preclude 
him from the honors and benefits of Masonry. 

I have visited every lodge in the district once, and the most of them sev
eral times, and have either seen .or assisted in work in each. There is a 
much greater uniformity in the work and lectures than I had previously 
supposed; there being but few differences observable, and those in matters 
generally regarded as non-essential. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 
LEWIS BARKER, D. D. G. M. Seventh District. 
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REPORT OF D. D. G. MASTER OF EIGHTH DISTRICT. 

To the JJf. W. Grand Lodge of Maine: 
The undersigned would respectfully ask leave to report: 
That there are three lodges in the eighth masonic district, viz: Saco 

Lodge, No.9, at Saco, York Lodge, No. 22, at Kennebunk, and Freedom 
Lodge, No. 42, at Limerick, which are in a flourishing condition. The 
brethren are united, and appear to be striving to observe and sustain the 
ancient landmarks of our order. 

There have been the following initiations during the past year, viz : In 
Saco Lodge, two, in York Lodge, five, and in Freedom Lodge, eight. 

In visiting these lodges, I have been pleased to find friendship and union 
among the brethren. 

Adoniram Lodge, No. 27, at Limington CorQ.er, in attempting to change 
their location to another part of the town, got very much divided, and sur
rendered their charter, temporarily, in October last, to await the decision of 
the Grand Lodge. This was the largest lodge in the district, aud might do 
much good to the cause of Masonry, but is now exerting a very bad influ
ence in the community, and it. is hoped that the Grand Lodge will be able to 
adjust all their difficulties-restore harmony, and return their charter. I 
have received a return from Adoniram Lodge for the first five months of 
the last masonic year, and find that there have been three initiations during 
that time, and the Treasurer has paid me the dues up to April 30, 1852. 

Fraternal Lodge, No. 55, at Shapleigh, has never revived since the loss of 
th~ir hall and a part of their jewels and furniture, by fire , some years since. 
A petition, however, will be presented at this session of the Grand Lodge, 
for leave to remove Fraternal Lodge from Shapleigh to Alfred, where it is 
believed that it will flourish and prosper. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

J. HERRICK, D. D. G. M. Eighth District. 
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DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS. 

The following R. W. brethren have ' been appointed by the 
Grand Master to be D. D. Grand Masters for the ensuing year, 
viz: 

First District-R. W. SAMUEL S. WING, of Brunswick. 
Second District-R. W. CoRNELIUS HoLLAND, of Canton. 
Third District-R. W. STEPHEN WEBBER, of Gardiner. 
Fourth District-R. W . TnoMAS B. JoHNSTON, of Wiscasset. 
Fifth District--.:.R. W. JOHN L. MooR, of Ellsworth. 

Sixth District-R. w. JOHN c. TALBOT, of East Machias. 
Seventh District-R. W. LEWIS BARKER, of Stetson. 
Eighth District-R. W. JosnuA HERRICK, of Alfred. 
N inth District-H.. W. BENJAMIN KELLY, of Belfast. 
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ABSTRACT OF RETURNS OF LODGE~ 

UP TO APRIL 1, 1852. 

Portland, I, Portland. Richard W. Kennard, M; Thomas J. Sanborn, sw; 
John Russe ll, Jr., JW; Samuel Chase. Jr., TR; Moses Dodge, s; Joseph 
Fowler, so; John Carr, JD; Samuel Bryant, ss; Jacob Chaplin, JS; 
Isaac Davis, T. Members, 110; initiates, I7. District 1 

Warren. 2, East Machias. John Harris, M; William H. Tobey, sw; Charles 
H. Talbot, JW; Charles H. Sevey, TR; F. Loring Talbot, s; Frederick 
A. Wilson, so; Elijah H~ll, JD; Nathan W. Foster, ss; Stephen T. Har-
ris, JS; Charles Townsend, T. Members, 20; initiates, 1. 6 

Lincoln, 3, Wiscasset. Thomas B. Johnston, lr; Erastus Foote, Jr., sw; 
Dani el K. Kennedy, JW ; William Lowell, TR; S. P. Baker, s; Calvin 
R. Haraden, so; James Smith, JD; Erastus Cunningham, ss; Ezra B. 
Carr, JS; Sullivan Wright, T. Members, 44; initiates, 14. 4 

Kennebec, 5, Hallowell. Stephen Lord, M; Greenleaf Robinson, sw ; Hiram 
Fuller, JW; Jeremiah M. Getchell, TR; Thomas Hovey, s; William Nye, 
so; David Russell, JD; Charles G. Batchelder, ss; Simon Johnson, JS; 
Alonzo Tenney, T. Members, 37; initiates, 8; rejected, 1; deceased, 1. 

3 
Amity, 6, Camden. Austin Sweetland, M; James R. Glover, sw ; Samuel 

Chase, JW; E. G. Knight, TR; J . P. Hall, s; George W. Glover, so ; 
Benjamin Crabtree, JD; Paul Stevens, ss; Edward Bradbury, JS; 
Isaiah Barbour, T. Members, 54; initiates, 5; rejected, 1. 9 

United, 8, Brunswick. J ohn D. Lincoln, M; Octavius A. Merrill, sw; 
Ward Coburn, JW; Richard Greenleaf, TR; Ephraim Brown, s; John 
Crawford, so; John R. Haley, JD; Isaiah G. Simpson, ss ; Jacob Sands, 
JS; Moses M. Marsh, T. Members, 40; initiates, 6. 1 

Saco, 9, Saco. Frederick D. Edgerly, AI; Thurston Libby, sw ; Elijah 
Smith , JW; Jacob Marston, TR; John Elden, s; Alphonso S. Godfrey, 
so; Daniel B. Emerson, JD; \Varren "'are, ss; Stephen Everett, JS; 
.John Harmon, T. Members, 25; initiates, 2. 8 

Rising Virtue, 10, Bangor. Jabez True, AI; Ebenezer G. Rawson, sw; Wil
liam T. Ililliard, JW; Joseph C. Stevens, TR; George W. Snow, s; Silas 
Alden, so; Charles S. Crosby, JD; Gustavus F. Sargent, ss; A I fred 
Kirkpatrick, JS; Simeon Everton, T. Members, 37; initiates, 12; re-
jected, 3. 7 

Cumberland, 12, New Gloucester. Thomas Johnson, M; Abner M. Nutting, 
sw ; Alpheus Rollins, JW; William Hatch, TR; Isaac H. Keith , s; Ben
jamin Morse, so; Ezra Tobie, JD; David Allen, ss; Nathaniel Bray, JS; 
Pelatiab Lyon, r. Members, 20; initiates, 2. I 

Oriental, 13, Bridgton. Nathaniel Pease, AI; James Flint, sw; John Kil
born, JW; George Peirce, TR; Ebenezer Kilborn, s; Edward L. 0. 
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Adams, SD; Abner Smith, JD; Jacob Emerson, ss; William T. Kilborn, 
JS; Anson Harris, T. Members, 20; Initiates, 3. District 2 

Solar, 14, Bath. A. J. Fuller, ~r; John S. Elliot, sw; John H. Kimball, JW; 
Davis Hatch, TR; Henry E. Palmer, s; George Ross, sD; S. W. Tucker, 
JD; B. T. Currier, ss; J.P. Allen, Js; John Young, T. Members, 32; 
initiates, 5. 4 

Orient, 15, Thomaston. George Crawford, ~r ; William Singer, sw; Isaac 
McLellan, JW; Robert Walsh, TR; C. H. Smith, s; J.D. Barnard, SD; 
George W. Robinson, JD; David J. Starrett, T. Members, 26; initiates, 
fu~ 4 

St. George, 16, Warren. Edward Weston, ~~; Edmund B. Hinkley, sw; 
James Teague, JW; Amos H. Hodgman, TR: William H. Wetherbee, s; 
J ames Andrews, SD; James Kirkpatrick, JD; John Andrews, ss; Sam
uel Hinkley, JS; Lewis S. Kirk, T. Members, 28; initiates, 4; de-
ceased, 1. 4 

Ancient Land-Mark, 17, Portland. William Allen, M; Joseph Smith, sw ; 
Amos E. Howell, JW; Henry H. Boody, TR: William A. Quincy, s; 
CIJarles Fobes, RD; Stevens Smith, JD; Archelaus L. Fox, ss; Lewis 
Leighton, JS; John Dain, T. Members, 94; initiates, 13; rejected, 2; 
decellSed, 2; suspension for non·payment of dues, 16. 1 

Felicity, 19, Bucksport. Daniel C. Homer, 11; John H. Sherman, sw; Na
hum T. Hill , JW: Sewall Lake, TR: Thomas Goodale, s; James B. Par
ker, SD; Nelson Varnum, JD; James W. Pat terson, ss; William Oakes, 
JS; Samuel Dorr, T. Members, 18; initiates, 6; deceased, 1. 5 

Maine, 20, Farmiugton. Edwin Ellis, M; John H. Willard, sw; A. F . Ham, 
JW; J . M. Cutler, TR; William Randall, s; J . C. Harper, sD; Albert 
Bailey, JD; S. B. Walker, ss; David Jennings, JS; N. Maddocks, T. 
Members, 21; initiates, 8. 3 

Oriental Star, 21, Livermore. Joseph Covell, ~~; Jefferson Coolidge, sw ; 
Peter T. Hathaway, JW; Otis Pray, TR; Gideon Ellis, s; Moses Stone, 
CHAP; Henry C. Noyes, sD; John W. Eaton, JD; Ebenezer Hinds, ss; 
Aaron Coolidge, JS; Samuel P. Holman, T. Members, 34; Suspended 
for non-payment of dues, 18. 2 

York, 22, Kennebunk. Isaac Downing, M; Stephen Perkins, sw; Amos 
Lunt, JW; William Downing, TR; Orin Kimball, s; George Smith, SD ; 
Lewis C. H\ll, JD; Mark Pool, ss; William Brooks, JS; Alvah Cook, T. 
Members, 20; initiates, 5; deceased, 1. 8 

Freeport, 23, Freeport. John Collins, !l; Samuel Thing, sw; Amasa Sylves
ter, JW; William R. Kendall, TR; William A. Mitchell, s; William 
Randall, SD; Melzar Byram, JD; John G. Dillingham, ss; Hiram Den-
nison, JS; Joseph Dillingham, T. Members, 28; initiates, 13. 1 

Phcenix, 24, Belfast. Benjamin Kelley, M; W. 0 . Poor, sw; David Howard, 
JW; Josiah Farrow, TR; Oshea Page, s; N. T. Merritt, SD; William 
Holt, JD; E. C. Keene, ss; David Paine, Jr., JS; Benjamin A. Jackson, 
T. Members, 40; iuitiates, 15. 9 

Adoniram, 27, Limington. Eben'r McLellan, M; Ivory Harmon, sw; Wi!. 
liam D. Boulter, JW; Moses E. Sweat, TR; Stephen C. Watson, s; 
William C. Lord, SD; Josiah Quimby, JD; Thomas Lord, ss; D. F . 
Rolfe, JS; Benjamin Blake, T. Members, 29; initiates, 3; rejected, 1. 8 

Northern Star, 28, Anson. John Pierce, M ; William Rowell, sw; Isaac W. 
Adams, JW; Benjamin Steward, TR ; Albert Morse, s: Oliver R. Batch
elder, SD; Moses Moore, JD; Robert Moore, ss; Joel Colby, JS; Walter 
Spaulding, T. Members, 40; initiates, 3. 3 

Tranquil, 29, Danville. Samuel H. Wilson, M; Dan Read, Jr., sw; E. H. 
Jones, JW; Marshall Ford, TR; Benjamin G. Barrows, s; George A. 

18 
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Gordon, sn; Samuel Cobb, JD ; Edward P. Shehan, ss; William Skel-
ton, JS; Almon C. Pray, T. Members, 52; initiates, 10. Dist. 2 

Union, 31, Union. Lewis Andrews, ll; Gilbert M. Blackington, sw; Wil
liam G. Hawes, JW; Ebenezer Cobb, TR; William Gleason, s; Calvin 
Robinson, sn; John C. Robbins, JD; Philo Thurston, ss; Asa Gowen, 
JS. Members, 46. 4 

Hermon, 32, Gardiner. Stephen Webber, ll; E. A. Chadwick, sw; J. W. 
Hanson, JW; William H. Byram, TR; Charles A. White, s ; Thomas 
Briery, SD; John Brown, JD; William A. Lawrence, ss; Charles H. 
Davis, JS; Robert Withee, T. Members, 46; initiates, 11; Rejected, 1. 

3 
Waterville, 33, Waterville. Jeremiah Arnold, !1; Jacob M. Crooker, sw; 

Paul C. Bailey, JW; John Webber, TR; Edward H. Piper, s; Wads
worth Chipman, sD; William A. Caffrey, JD; Thomas W . Herrick, ss; 
Josiah H. Drummond, JS; Stephen Tozier, T. Members, 33; initiates , 
16. 3 

Somerset, 34, Skowhegan. Joseph Philbrick, M; J oseph Bigelow, sw; Abra
ham Wyman, JW; John Whittier, TR; Charles M. Willard, s; Samuel 
Bickford, CHAP; William B. Morrill, sn; James Frost, JD; Paoli H. 
Steward, ss; Daniel McPherson, JS ; Darius Daggett, T; Henry A. Wy-
man, MAR. Members, 46; initiates, 5; dimitted, 2. 3 

Bethlehem, 35. Augusta. Leonard Goss, M; Moses E. Hamlin, sw; Orin 
Rowe, Jw; Jacob H. Arnold, TR; Jabez Churchill, s; Amasa Kelley, 
sD ; F. W. Albee, JD; C. T. Libby, ss; B. C. Robinson, JS; Joshua Rol-
lins, T . Members, 54; initiates, 7; rejected, 2. 3 

Casco, 36, Yarmouth . 0. A . Hill, M; Benjamin Oakes, sw; 0. E. S. W alker, 
JW; Perez Drinkwater, TR; Gad Hitchcock, s; A. P. C. Winslow, sn; 
Giles Merrill, JD; James Field, ss; John Gurney, JS; George Bruce, T. 
Members, 12. 1 

Harmony, 38, Gorham. William M. Burton, M; William Silla, sw; Merrill 
Thomas, JW; John R. Larrabee, TR; George L. Darling, s; Thomas J. 
Hasty, sn; Edward Anderson, JD; Arthur M. Benson, ss; Edward S. 
Palmer, JB; Robert Craig, T. Members, 50; initiates, 9. 1 

Penobscot, 39, Dexter. George Fitzgerald, M; Freeman Knowles, sw; Simon 
"Foss, JW; Albert G. Scott, TR; William Morgan, s ; Reuben Flanders, 
sv ; Lawrence Greene, JD; Isaac M. Russ, 88; Tristram P. Sawyer, J8 ; 
John Safford, T. Members, 39; initiates, 11; rejected, 1; deceased, 2. 7 

Lygonia, 40, Ellsworth. Seth Paddleford, M; N. A. Joy, sw; Stillman H. 
Sawyer, JW; Asa McAllister, TR; Amory Otis, s; Edward B. Fifield, sD; 
William Mayhew, JD; Charles H. Barton, ss; Daniel P. Lake, JS; Na-
than Moore, T. Members, 32; initiates, 3; suspended, 2. 5 

Freedom, 42, Limerick. Gilman Lougee, M; Willia01 Cobb, sw; William 
Gage, JW; Robert Cole, TR; Mark Wood, s; A. N. Bradbury, sv; Thomas 
P. Place, JD; George Hoberts, S8; Gideon Straw, JS; Abner Libby, 2d, T. 
Members, 20; initiates, 8. 8 

Alna, 43, Damariscotta. Ezra B . French, M; Peaslee M. Wells, sw; Isaa.c 
Chapman, JW; William Hitcheock, T; Joseph Day, Jr., s; Lemuel S. 
Hubbard sn; E. Nelson Shaw, JD; Henry Melius, ss; Charles A. Jones, 
JS; David B. Catland, T. Members, 21; initiates, 16; rejected, 1. 4 

Central, 45, China. Thos. B. Lincoln, }1; Edward Gray, 8W; John Hatch, JW; 
Alonzo Taylor, TR; Bela Burrell, s; Alfred :Fletcher, SD; Amasa Taylor, 
Jr., JD; John Romans, ss; Oliver Hanson, JS; W. M. Maxfield, T. 
Members, 36; initiates, 8. 3 

St. Croix, 46, Calais. Alexander Todd, M; Sumner T. Waldron, sw; Charles 
H. Garland, .Jw ; Matthew Hastings, rn; Charles F. Washburn, s; Sam-
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uel Wheelock, sn; George W. Spratt, JD; John Trimble, ss; John L. 
Young, Js; William McHenry, T. Members, 53; initiates, 2. Dist. 6 

Lafayette, 48, Readfield. Josiah F. Taylor, M; William C. Fuller, sw; 
George S. Currier, JW; Daniel Smith, TR; Emery 0. Bean, s; Ira S. 
Chapman, SJ>; Cromwell P. Hunton, JD; Asahel Brainard, ss; John 
Stevens, JS; Matthew Hayward, T. Members, 34; initiates, 12. 3 

Meridian Splendor, 49, Newport. Hezekiah Lancaster, M; Joseph Knight, 
sw; Elijah M. Dearborn, JW; Edmund Pillsbury, TR; Benjamin F. Fur
ber, s; JohnS. Nay, sn; Peleg H . Tracy, JD; John Q. A. Davis, ss; A. 
H. Buzzell, JS; N. L. Hayden, T. Members, 29; initiates, 9; expelled, 1; 
deceased, 2. 7 

Aurora, 50, Rockland. D. M. Mitchell, M; Samuel Libby, sw; F. M. Black
ington, Jw; Constant Rankin, TR; E. H. Cochran, s; Samuel B. Perry, 
sn; Christopher Dyer, JD; John Anderson, ss; John C. Moody, JS; Na
thaniel Meservey, T. Members, 62; initiates,16; rejected, 2; deceased, 1. 

4 
Mosaic, 52, Dover. John W . Sherwood, 1r; Judah M. Hackett, sw; Caleb 

G. Robbins, Jw; Paul Douglass, TR; James S. Wiley, s; Elihu B. Aver
ill, sn; William P . Brown, JD; Joseph Tyler, ss; Sands Bailey, JS; 
Caleb Gray, 1'. Members, 24; initiates, 7. 7 

Mount Moriah, 56, Denmark. William Pingree, 1r ; Cyrus Ingalls, sw; 
Joseph B. Watson, JW; Leonard K. Ingalls, TR; Sewall Fly, s; Domini
cus G. Tarbox, sn; Alpheus Goold, JD; Joseph G. Swan, ss; Joseph 
Milliken, JS; William Allen, T. Members, 14, initiates, 8; rejected, 1. 

2 
Unity, 58, Freedom. Samuel B. Dodge, M; William Ross, sw; John Wins

low, JW ; Ivory Lord, TR; Moses 0. Robinson, s; James Weed, sn; 
Ivory Whitten, JD; Charles Elliot, ss; Jeremiah Webb, JS; Aaron 
Davis, T. Members, 30; initiates 8. 9 

Mount Hope, 59, Hope, Walter Philbrick, M; Josiah Hobbs, sw; Hiram 
Fish, JW; Moses C. Metcalf, 1TR; Henry Hobbs, s; Daniel Howard, sn; 
Ebenezer Philbrkk, JD; Church Fish, ss ; George W. St. Clair, JS; 
Thomas P. White, T. Members, 16; initiates, 15. 9 

Star in the East, 60, Oldtown. Eli Hoskins, M; John H. Smith, sw; Samuel 
W. Haskins, JW; Hiram Smith, TR; Solomon Moulton, s; Albert F . 
Hixon, sn; Zebulon H. Foss, JD; Ansel Smith, ss; John Newbegin, JS; 
Joseph Moulton, T. Members, 54; initiates1 17; rejected, 3; deceased, 3. 

7 
King Solomon's, 61, Waldoboro'. Lewis S. Soule, M; Joseph Miller, sw; 

James Cole, Jw; William Eugley, TR; S. S. Marble, s; Abram T. 
Moses, sn; Hiram Brown, JD; Alden F . Miller, ss; Benjamin Lermond, 
JS; Charles Vannah, T. Members, 33; initiates, 7; expelled, 1. 4 

King Dal'id's, 62, Lincolnville. A. D. Knight, M; J. Decrow, Jr., sw; Minot 
Crehore, JW; James Perry, TR; David Howe, s; Henry Crehore, sn; 
David B. Decrow, JD; G. M. Bray, ss; J . Coombs, JS; Thomas 
Witham, T. Members, 28; initiates, 6. 9 

Richmond, 63, Richmond. James C. Boynton, M; Abiel Libby, sw; George 
H. Hatch, JW; William Patten, TR; Abiel Avery, s; Daniel Witham, 
sn; IsaacS. Cox, JD; Joseph D. Springer, ss; Thaddeus McFarland, 
JS; Lebbeus Jenkins, T. Members, 45; initiates, 8. 4 

Pacific, 64, Stetson. Horace Shepley, 1r; Charles B. Wood, sw; John 
Rogers, JW; Joseph Wiggin, TR; Lewis Barker, s; David Barker, sn; 
William B. Ireland, JD; John W. Gilmore, ss; SamuelS. Coburn, Js; 
Thatcher S. Anderson, T. Members, 25; initiates, 15; rejected, 2. 7 

Mystic, 65, Hampden. Benjamin F. Mudgett, 1r; R. K. Stetson, sw; Joshua 
Ilill, JW; H. L. Hopkins, TR; John Crosby, Jr., s; G. B. Starbird, sn 
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Isaac Snow, JD ; D. S. Stone, ss ; S. E. Mudgett, JS; Samuel S. Garland, 
T. Members, 23; initiates, 19. · District 5 

Mechanics', 66, Orono. Henry II. Brackett, 111; Thomas McMillan, sw; Ab
ner Starrett, JW; Jacob Banks, TR; Charles H. Colburn, s; Charles 0. 
Russ, 8D; Hiram Joy, JD; Samuel Buffum, as ; Elijah Webster, JS; 
John Deane, T. Members, 42; initiates, 25; deceased, 1. 7 

Blue Mountain Lodge, 67, Phillips. Moses Sherburne, 111; Philip M. Stubbs, 
sw; Curtis Smith, JW; Joel W. Hoyt, TR; Daniel Hoyt, s; B. F. East
man, SD ; Seward Dill, JD ; -- ---, 88; -- ---, JS; Ephraim 
Rand, T. Members, 21; initiates, 4. 3 

Mariners', 68, u. D., Searsport. M. R. Hopkins, 111; Augustus Lanphers, sw; 
Isaac Caner, JW; John Towle, TR; Josiah Blethen, Jr., 8; Sumner A. 
Patten, 8D; Bradford McLannathan, JD; Peleg Nichols, ss; Benjamin 
C. Colson, JS; Peter Sweetser, T. Members, 5; initiates, 14. 

Howard, 69, u. D., Frankfort. A. L. Dennison, 111; Charles Abbot, sw; J. B. 
Little, JW; Nathaniel Atwood, TR; T. H. Cushing, s; Billings P. Hardy, 
sD; William Holmes, JD; Daniel Williams, ss; Ebenezer Hall, JS 
Patrick McShea, T. Members, 10; initiates, 3. 

NON-AFFILIATED MASTER MASONS. 

The whole number of non.affiliated, resident Master Masons, returned to 
the Grand Lodge by thirty-two lodges, is .five hundred and sixty-nine. 

From the remaining lodges, no returns upon this subject have been re
.ceived. 

• 
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ANNUAL COMMUNICATION. 

The Annual Communication of the M. W. Grand Lodge of 
Maine was holden at Masons' Hall, in the city of Portland, on 
the first Tuesday in May, 18531 being the fifth day of said 
month, and was opened in ample form, in the third degree, at 
nine o'clock A. M., with prayer by the Grand Chaplain. 

PRESENT. 

M. W. JOHN C. HUMPHREYS, 
R. W. FREEMAN BRADFORD; 

TIMOTHY CHASE; 
WILLIAM SOMERBY, 
-------, 
CHARLES B. SMITH, 

W. & ReT. CYRUS CUMMINGS; 
CYRIL PEARL, 

W. JONATHAN SMITH\ 
E. G. RAWSON, 
JOSEPH COVELL, 
JOHN J . BELL, 
S. B. DOCKHAM, 
0. A. MERRILL, 

Bro. JOHN DAIN, 

PERMANENT MEMBERS' •. 

Grand Master ; 
Deputy Grand Master; 
S11nior Grand Warden ;
Junior Grand Warden ; 
Grand Treasurer; 
Rec. Grand Secretary ;: 
Grand Chaplain; 

Grand Marshal ; 
Q.rand Senior Deacon ; 
Grand Junior Deacon ; 
Grand Steward ; 
Grand Sword Bearer ; 
Grand PursuiTant;. 
Grand Tyler. 

M. W. Robert P. Dunlap, Abner B. Thompson and Joseph c: Stevens, 
Past Grand Masters. R. W. Stephen Webber, Past Junior Grand Warden. 
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On motion, 

Voted, That Master Masons in good standing he inTited to take seats as 
visitors during the session. 

On motion of R. W. Bro. Bradford, 

Voted, ·That a Committee on Credentials be appointed, to report from 
time to time during the session. 

And, thereupon, Bros. True of Bangor, Willard of Farmington 
and Johnston of Wiscasset, were appointed by the Grand Master 
to constitute said committee. 

This committee, after attending to the duty assigned them, 
reported: 

That the brethren hereinafter named were severally entitled to seats as 
representatives of the following lodges, viz : 

1 Portland, at Portland, by William Kimball, WM ; John Russell, Jr., SW ; 
Joseph Fowler, JW. 

3 Lincoln, at Wiscasset, by F. 0. Soule, Proxy . 
.5 Kennebec, at Hallowell, by Daniel Russell, SW. 
i6 .Amity, at Camden, by Samuel Chase, SW ; E. G. Knight, JW. 
8 United, at Brunswick, by Ebenezer Swett, Proxy. 
9 Saco, at Saco, by Thurston Libby, SW; Thomas P . Tufts, Proxy . 

. 10 Rising Virtue, at Bangor, by Jabez True, WM; E. G. Rawson, SW ; 
John Williams, Proxy. 

12 Cumberland, at New Gloucester, by Charles Megquier, WM; John 
Hatch, SW. 

13 01·iental, at Bridgton, by K M. Byram, Proxy. 
14 Solar, at Bath, by A. J. Fuller, WM; George Ross, Proxy. 
15 Orient, at Thomaston, by C. H. Smith, JW . 

. 16 St. George, at Warren, by John Miller, Proxy; Stephen B. Dockham, 
SW ; Robert Davis, Proxy . 

. 17 .Ancient Land-Mark, at Portland, by William Allen, WM; Joseph Smith, 
SW; Stevens Smith, JW. 

19 Felici~y, at Bucksport, by Samuel Carter, Proxy. 
20 Maine, at Farmington, by John H. Willard, WM. 
21 Oriental .Star, at Livermore, by Joseph Covell, WM; Aaron Coolidge, 

JW; D. G. Plummer, Proxy. 
22 York, at Kennebunk, by Amos Lunt, SW; Isaac Downing, Proxy . 

. 23 Freeport, at Ff'eeport, by Samuel Thing, SW; William A. M~tchell, JW ; 
R. R. Kendall, Proxy . 

. 24 ·Phamix, at Belfast, by Joseph T . ..Noyes, SW. 
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27 Adoniram, at Limington, by John 13. Sweat, WM; Harding Libby, JW; 
Arthur McArthur, Proxy. 

28 Northern Star, at Anson, by 0. R. Batcheller, JW. 
29 Tranquil, at Danville, by George A. Gordon, WM; Dan Reed, SW; 

Augustus Callahan, Proxy. 
30 Blazing Star, at Rumford, by E. A. Boyd, Proxy. 
31 Union, at Union, by Ebenezer Cobb, SW. 
32 Hermon, ,at Gardiner, by E. A. Chadwick, WM; James McCurdy, SW. 
33 Waterville, at Waterville, by John Ranstead, SW; Wadsworth Chapman, 

Proxy. 
34 Somerset, at Skowhegan, by Abraham Wyman, SW; Benjamin P. Pear

son, JW; Eusebius Weston, Proxy. 
35 B ethlehem, at Augusta, by Moses E. Hamlin, WM. 
36 Casco, at Yarmouth, by Gad Hitchcock, WM; Benjamin Oakes, SW; A. 

P. C. Winslow, Proxy. 
38 Harmony, at Gorham, by William Silla, WM; Merrill Thomas, SW; 

Thomas J . Hasty, JW. 
40 Lygonia, at Ellsworth, by S. B. Thomas, SW. 
42 F1·eeclom, at Limerick, by William Gage, SW. 
45 Central, at China, by Edward Gray, WM. 
46 St. Croix, at Calais, by Sew.all Waterhouse, Proxy. 
48 Lafayette, at Readfield, by G. S. Currier, SW. 
49 Meridian Splendor, at Newport, by Grenville Flint, Proxy. 
50 Aurora, at Rockland, by Josiah Getchell, SW. 
52 Mosaic, at Dover, by E . B. Averill, Proxy. 
53 .Alna, at Damariscotta, by Ezra B. French, WM; Everett A. Stetson, JW. 
54 Vassalborough, at Vassalborough, by Philip M. Stubbs, WM. 
58 Unity, at Freedom, by S. B. Dodge, WM. 
59 Mount Hop e, at Hope, by John Lermond, JW. 
60 Star in the East, at Old Town, by Ira Wallace, WM. 
61 King So lomon's, at Waldoboro', by M. M. Rawson, Proxy. 
62 King Davids', at Lincolnville, by Minot Crehore, WM; David Howe, SW. 
63 Richmond, at Richmond, by Daniel Witham, S W; R. W. Lawson, Proxy. 
64 P acific, at Stetson, by David Barker, Proxy. 
65 Mystic, at Hampden, by Elias J. Dudley, WM; B. F. Mudgett, Proxy. 
66 Mechanics', at Orono, by John Deane, Proxy. 

Which report was read and accepted. 

The M. W. Grand Master then appointed R. W. Moses Dodge, 
of Portland, Grand Treasurer, pro tem. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the Grand Secretary be a committee to receive from the ex-
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ecutrix of the estate of the late Grand Treasurer, Bro. Henry H. Boody, the 
books of accounts of the Grand Lodge, together with all the Grand Lodge 
papers, files, notes, certificates of stocks, and other property of the Grand 
Lodge, in her hands. 

The following D. D. Grand Masters were present and made 
their annual reports, viz : 

First District-R. W. Samuel S. Wing. 
Second District-H. W. Cornelius Holland. 
Third District-H. W. Stephen Webber. 
Fourth District-H. W. Thomas B. Johnston. 
Seventh District-H. W. Lewis Barker. 
Eighth District-H. W. Joshua Herrick. 
Ninth District-H. W. Benjamin Kelley. 

Which reports were ~everally referred to the Committee on 
Doings of the Grand Officers. 

The M. W. Grand Master then announced the appointment of 
the following standing committees, viz : 

On Dispensations and Charters.-Bros. McArthur of Limington, Barker of 
Exeter, Lawson of Richmond. 

On Doings of the Grand Officers.-Bros. Noyes of Belfast, Joseph Smith 
of Portland, Witham of Richmond. 

On Returns.-Bros. French of Damariscotta, Thomas of Ellsworth, Batch· 
eller of Anson. 

On Grievances and .Appenls.-Bros. Mudgett of Bangor, Dockham of 
Warren, Weston of Skowhegan. 

On the Pay Roll.-Bros. Bell of Carmel, Dodge of Portland, Russell of 
Hallowell. 

TheM. W. Grand Master then delivered his annual address, 
as follows: 

BRETHREN: 

Our Grand Master in heaven has permitted us once more to meet in Grand 
Lodge on earth, to congratulate each other on the happy and prosperous 
condition of our ancient and honorable institution throughout the length 
and breadth of our land, and for an opportunity to thank Him as the Giver 
of all good and perfect gifts, for the many favors we have received at His 
bands during the past year; also, to pray for a continuance of that protec
tion during the year that is before us, and in carrying forward the great 
aims we have in view. 

But, my brethren, amid so many and such varied blessings, William King, 
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our first Grand Master, bas been cut down like a shock of corn fully ripe, 
and gathered to his fathers. Though in life be bad occupied the first station 
in the councils of our state, yet the highest honor we can pay to his memory 
is, that on earth he was a just and upright man and mason. 

Another worthy brother bas fallen, and one who was more intimately 
known to us as an efficient member and an invaluable officer. As he was 
faithful over the treasury of our earthly Grand Lodge we doubt not he will 
receive the reward in heaven of" well done, good and faithful servant." 

The able reports which we have usually bad from our Committee on For
eign Correspondence, and the report we may expect the present year, super
sede the necessity of any allusion by me to the various communications 
which have been received from sister Grand Lodges the past year. I doubt 
not our committee have given them all that consideration and attention 
which their importance and interest demand , and that we shall have the 
benefit of a knowledge of the standing and prosperity of our time-honored 
institution throughout our country. 

The following dispensations have been granted since the last annual com
munication, viz : 

June 10, 1852, to Stephen C. Watson and others, for a new lodge at Stand
ish, to be called the " Steep Falls Lodge." 

October 18, 1852, to J . H. Sawyer and others, for a new lodge at Orland, 
to be called "Orland Lodge." 

October 26, 1852, to Joseph Pollard and others, for a new lodge at Planta
tion No. 11, to be called "Pioneer Lodge." 

January 21, 1853, to George Moore and other&, for a new lodge at Minot, 
to be called "Fraternal Lodge." 

February 10, 1853, to William Redington and others, for a resuscitation of 
"Vassal borough Lodge." 

March 1, 1853, to Peaslee M. Wells and others, for a new lodge at Bristol, 
to be called "Bristol Lodge." 

All are returnable to this communication of the Grand Lodge, and sub
ject to its action thereon. 

All applications for dispensation& for new lodges the past year have been 
granted. The localities, so far as could be judged, and the respectability of 
the applicants, have all commended themselves to a favorable consideration. 
I have, however, had great doubts of the propriety of inc:reasing the number 
of lodges to the extent which seems to be anticipated by the present pros
perity of Masonry. What may now be considered prosperity may prove 
hereafter to be adversity. I doubt not the same thing has suggested itself 
to many now present, whether we are not creating too many lodges, and 
that, in the end, some may prove to be the nurseries of individuals who 
ought not to be admitted to the institution. This may be matter for your 
consideration. 

The several masonic districts within the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodjie 
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are supplied with able and talented brethren, who, I have no doubt, haTe 
attended to the important duties of their districts and will be able to give us 
such reports of the present condition of Masonry and its progress in our 
state as will gladden the hearts of the members of the Grand Lodge. 

At the last annual communication, I called the attention of this Grand 
Lodge to the all important subject of providing for the maintenance of a 
permanent charity fund in each of the subordinate lodges under tbis juris
diction, and I would respectfully refer you to that communication on the 
thirty-fourth page of last year's printed proceedings. Subsequently, by a 
TOte of the Grand Lodge at the same meeting, I was requested to present at 
the next annual communication a project for establishing such a fund. In 
compliance with that vote, I would now respectfully present for your con
sideration the following plan for the accumulation and maintenance of such 
a fund: I 

In every subordinate lodge under this jurisdiction there should be estab
lished a permanent charity fund, which should be formed and increased 
from time to time by adding thereto all moneys received from initiates, after 
deducting the dues to the Grand Lodge and four dollars from each initiate, 
to help defray the incidental expenses of the lodge. 

The charity fund, as. well as all other property of the subordinate lodges, 
should be under the direction, control and management of a board of trustees, 
chosen annually, and consisting of at least five members, of whom the first 
three officers shall be, ex-officio, a part of said Board. It should be their duty 
to devise means for securing the funds of tile lodge, to draw all orders on 
the Treasurer, and audit all accounts, including those of Secretary and 
Treasurer, previous to every annual meeting. Tile Board of Trustees shall 
invest the charity fund as they sha11 consider most safe and profitable, and 
no part of the principal of said fund shall be expended for any purpose what
ever. The interest only shall be appropriated for charitable purposes, such 
as "clothing the naked" and "feeding the hungry"; and at the expiration 
of each year, auy balance of interest not dispensed to objects of charity, 
shall be added to the principal. The Treasurer of each subordinate lodge 
shall receive all moneys and other property of his lodge, and shall report to 
the Board of Trustees when he is in funds more than twenty dollars in 
money belonging to the lodge. He shall keep four distinct and separate ac
counts-one for noting all money as it is received, belonging to the Grand 
Lodge; one for noting all money set apart for the charity fund ; one for 
keeping an account of that portion of the money intended to defray the ex
penses of the lodge and for all moneys received for quarterages, member
ships, and any other income of the lodge; lastly, au account with the income 
of the charity fund, how and to whom it is dispensed. He shall settle his 
account with the Board of Trustees, when called upon, and shall give reason
able bonds for the faithful discharge of his duty. No money shall be drawn 
from the treasury, except by an order signed by a majority of the trustees. 
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It shall be the duty of the District Deputy Grand Masters to make annually 
to the Grand Lodge, a report of the amount, state and condition of the char
ity fund of each subordinate lodge under their jurisdiction. 

I have been thus particular in bringing this subject to the notice of the 
Grand Lodge, because it is very important that a uniform system should ex· 
ist in all the lodges, and, so far as I am informed, there are but very few 
which now maintain a charity fund. 

If the maintenance of such a fund is the duty of masons, all lodges should 
do their part. It is not, in my opinion, in accordance with a correct masonic 
principle, to apply the funds received for conferring the degrees, to any 
other than charitable purposes. It is a deposit of money, the earnings of 
which should go to the poor brethren, their wives and children, widows and 
orphans. It Is true, in this recommendation, this principle is departed from 
in a measure, by appropriating four dollars from each initiate to defray the 
expenses of the lodge. But, even with this deduction, it is better that a 
part should be saved for the benefit of the poor and distressed, than that all 
should be appropriated to wrong uses and lost. 

It may be suggested, that the helpless condition of many of the lodges 
will not permit tliis large amount to be carried to the credit of the charity 
fund. Permit me to ask, when, then, shall we commence to build up a fund 
to answer one of the great purposes for which speculative Masonry is prac
ticed? When we joined the institution, we pledged our honor as men, that 
it was "for a desire of knowledge, and a sincere wish to be serviceable to 
our fellow creatures." Le,t us redeem that pledge by preserving this fund 
for the benefit of our poor brethren, and their widows and orphans. 

I think no complaint can be made by members of lodges in regard to their 
incidental expenses, as small quarterly payments with the four dollars from 
each initiate, will discharge those. Experience has fully convinced me that 
small yearly payments by the members is more conducive to the well-being 
and prosperity of the lodge, than a free admission to all its privileges. 

The amount now paid to the Grand Lodge is two dollars for each person 
receiving the degrees in a subordinate lodge. The question may suggest 
itself to you, in connection with this whole subject, whether or not this sum 
could not with propriety be reduced to one dollar, as that would probably 
cover all the expenses of the Grand Lodge, and leave more in the hands of 
the subordinate lodges, who, I think, will be better dispensers of charity, 
provided charity funds are established. 

Having had the honor of holding various offices in the gift of this Grand 
Lodge, within the last few years, having been twice honored with an elec
tion as your Grand Master, and being about to retire from the labors and, 
responsible duties with which you have been pleased to in'fest me-l should 
do injustice to my own feelings, did I not improve this opportunity to 
tender to each and to all of you my sincere thanks for the unmerited honors 
which you have from time to time conferred upon me. 
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And now, brethren, in closing with you my relations as Grand Master, 
permit me to express the wish that each and all of you, while members of 
this earthly tabernacle, may so erect your temporal building as to fit you 
for that spiritual building-that bouse not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens. 

JOHN C. HUMPHREYS, Grand Master. 

Whereupon, on motion of Bro. Thompson, of Brunswick, so 
much of the Grand Master's address as relates to the establish
ment of Charity Funds in the several subordinate lodges, was 
referred to a select committee of five, consisting of Bros. 
Thompson, Chadwick, Barker, Covell and Tufts .. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the residue of the Grand Master's address be referred to the 
Committee on the Doings of Grand Officers. 

The M. W. Robert P. Dunlap, in a very feeling and impres
sive manner, then announced the decease, during the past year, of 
Hon. William King, Past Grand Master ; R. W. Joseph M. Ger
rish, Past Grand Treasurer ; and R. W. Henry H. Boody, Grand 
Treasurer of this Grand Lodge ; and concluded his-address by 
the introduction of the following prea~ble a.Rd resolutions, 
which were unanimously adopted, viz: 

GRAtN·D Lo»GE oF· MA:INE, May 5, 1853. 

lVhereas, It has pleased the Supreme Disposer of human events in his 
inscrutable Providence, to remove by death, during the past masonic year, 
Hon. William King, the first Grand Master of this Grand Lodge, Joseph M. 
Gerrish, Esquire, Past Grand Treasurer, and Henry H. Boody, Esquire, 
Grand Treasurer, be it therefore 

Resolved, That the members of this Grand Lodge deeply regret the loss 
they have sustained in the decease of those worthy brethren, who were 
esteemed and respected for their many virtues during life, and, by their 
ready co-operation in every good work, sustained the principles and con
ferred new honors upon our venerable institution. 

Resolved, That we sincerely condole with the families of the deceased in 
the afflictive bereavement they are called to experience, and would tender to 
them our heartfelt sympathies. 

Resolved, That, as a mark of respect to the memories of our deceased 
brethren, the jewels and furniture of this Grand Lodge be clothed in mourn
ing. 

Ordered, That the above preamble and resolutions be entered upon the 
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records of this Grand Lodge, and that the Grand Secretary forward them to 
the families of the deceased. 

The following proposition was then submitted by M. W. Bro. 
Dunlap, viz : 

It is proposed that the Constitution of the Grand Lodge of Maine be 
amended in section ninth, article first, part fourth, by striking out the " two 
dollars," and inserting in lieu thereof the words "one dollar." 

The M . W. Grand Master then, in accordance with a provision 
of the constitution, put the question, "Will the Grand Lodge 
sustain the proposition?" which question was decided unan
imously in the affirmative. 

The proposition was then referred to Bros. Joseph S. Noyes, 
Daniel Witham and Joseph Smith, who, after duly considering 
the same, reported that, in their opinion, "such alteration should 
be made." 

The proposition, therefore, in accordance with a further pro
vision of the constitution, was ordered to be sent out to the subor
dinate lodges in the printed proceedings, and lie over until the 
next annual communication for final action and decision. 

Petitions of Joseph Pollard and others, for extension of the 
dispensation granted to Pioneer Lodge at Plantation No. 11,
and of Daniel Stone and others, for a dispensation to open a 
new lodge at Plymouth, were presented and referred to the 
Committee on Dispensations and Charters. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the Trustees of the charity fund be requested to cancel and 
deliver up the note of $50, held by the Grand Lodge against sundry members 
of Freeport Lodge. 

Petition of Stephen C. Watson and others, for a charter to 
Steep Falls Lodge, and for other purposes, was presented, and · 
referred to a select committee, consisting of Bros. Miller, True 
and Carter. 

The Grand Lodge then called off until 2~ o'clock P. M. 
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MAY 5, 1853. 

The Grand Lodge was called to labor at 2~ o'clock P. M. 

The Committee on the Doings of the Grand Officers then made 
the following report, which was read and accepted: 

MAsoNs' HALL, May 5, 1853. 
Your committee, to whom was referred the doings of the Grand Officers, 

have attended to the duty assigned them, and beg leave to report: That 
they recommend this Grand Lodge to accept the reports of the several 
D. D. G. Masters, and that said reports, together with the very able commu
nication of the M. W. Grand Master, be published with the proceedings of 
the Grand Lodge. 

The committee would also report upon the proposition introduced by Bro. 
Dunlap, in relation to altering the Constitution of the Grand Lodge in sec
tion ninth, article first, part fourth, by striking out the words "two dollars," 
and inserting in lieu thereof the words "one dollar," that such alteration 
should be made. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

On motion, 

JOSEPH S. NOYES, } 
DANIEL WITHAM, Committee. 
JOSEPH SMITH1 

Voted, That Bros. Stevens, Carter, Dodge, French, Willard, Covell, Allen, 
Noyes and McArthur be a committee to consider and report to the Grand 
Master such plan as they may deem most expedient for dividing the state 
into masonic districts. 

The committee to whom was referred so much of the Grand 
Master's address as relates to the establishment of charity funds 
in the several subordinate lodges, made a report thereon, which 
was read and laid upon the table. 

ELECTION. 

The Grand Lodge then proceeded to the election of Grand 
Officers, and the following brethren were duly chosen for the 
ensuing year, viz: 

M. W. FREEMAN BRADFORD, 
R. W. TIMOTHY CHASE, 

J ADEZ TRUE, 
THOMAS B. JOHNSTON, 
MosES DODGE, · 
CHARLES B. SMITH, 

Grand Master, 
Deputy Grand Master, 
Senior Grand Warden, 
Junior Grand Warden, 
Grand Treasurer, 
Rec. G!'and Sec., 

Portland; 
Belfast; 
Bangor; 
Wiscasset; 
Portland; 
Portland. 
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Bros. John Williams of Bangor, Jacob M. Crooker of Water
ville, and Charles Megquier of New Gloucester, were elected 
Trustees of the charity fund. 

Bros. Freeman Bradford, Abner B. Thompson and Jonathan 
Smith were elected a Committee of Finance for the ensuing year. 

On motion, 

Voted, That to-morrow, at ten o'clock, be assigned as the time for the in
stallation of the Grand Officers. 

The Grand Lodge was then called off until 9 o'clock to-mor
row morning. 

Attest: C. B. SMITH, Grand Secretary. 

PoRTLAND, May 6, 1853. 

The Grand Lodge was called to labor at 9 o'clock A.. M. 

The report of the committee upon the subject of establishing 
charity funds in subordinate lodges, was then called up, when a 
minority report was submitted upon the same subject. The mat
t er having been fre~ly. discussed, was finally disposed of as fol
lows: 

Voted, That. the plan for the establishment of charity funds in subordi· 
nate lodges, submitted by theM. W. Grand Master, be furnished to the sub
ordinate lodges in the printed proceedings; and that the Grand Lodge 
earnestly recommends that it be adopted by them. 

The following report was then submitted: 

The undersigned, a Committee on Charters and Dispensations, having at
tended to the duty assigned them, beg leave to report: 

1st. That they recommend the extension of the dispensation heretofore 
granted to Joseph Pollard and others, of Plantation No. 11, Aroostook County, 
to the next annual meeting of the Grand Lodge. 

2d. That they recommend the granting of a charter to the lodge at Or
land, now working under a dispensation, and that the name of said lodge be 
changed from " Orland " to " Rising Sun." 

' 
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3d. That they recommend the granting of a charter to a certain lodge in 
Minot, now working under dispensation by the name of "Fraternal Lodge," 
but that the name of said lodge be changed to "Tyrian." 

4th. That they recommend the granting of a charter to Howard Lodge at 
Frankfort. 

5th. That they recommend the granting of a charter to Mariners' Lodge 
at Searsport. 

6th. That they also recommend the granting of a dispensation to Daniel 
Stone and others, for a new lodge at Plymouth, called Plymouth Lodge. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

ARTHUR M0ARTHUR,} C 't 
DAVID BARKER, 07117111 tee. 

The above report was read and adopted, and the several dis
pensations and charters therein recommended were ordered to 
be issued. 

On motion, 

Voted, That a new charter be issued to Vassalborough Lodge at Vassal
borough, in place of one which has been lost, free of charge except the Secre
tary's fee. 

The following report was presented and adopted : 

MASONS' HALL, PORTLAND, May 6, 1853. 
The Committee on Grievances and Appeals, having attended to the duty 

assigned them, ask leave to report that the good feeling throughout the juris
diction of this Grand Lodge is such, that this committee have had nothing 
before them for their action. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

B. F. MUDGETT, } 
EUSEBIUS WESTON, Committee. 
S. B. DOCKHAM, 

INSTALLATION. 

The M. W. John C. Humphreys then installed, in ample 
form, the M. W. Freeman Bradford as Grand Master for the 
ensuing year, who thereupon proceeded to install, in ample 
form, the remaining Grand Officers elect; after which the 
Grand Master announced the appointment of the following sub
ordinate Grand Officers, who were also installed by him in 
ample form, viz: 



1853.] Grand Lodge of M a~:ne. 289 

w. E. A. CHADWICK, Co·r. Grand Secretary, Gardiner. 
W. & Rev. CYRUS CunmNGS, (h-and Chaplain, Portland. 

CYRIJ. PEARL, Baldwin. 
JosEPH HuTCHINSON, Brunswick. 
CALEB D. PILLSBURY, Bangor. 
URIAH B.A.LKA!I, Wiscasset. 

w. JONATHAN SAUTH, Grand Marshal, Westbrook. 
E. GIL~IAN RAwsoN, Grand Senior Deacon, Bangor. 
JOHN H. WILLARD, Grand Jun·ior Deacon, Wilton. 
LEWIS BARKER, Grand Steward, Stetson. 
J . M. CROOKER, Waterville. 
0. A. MERRILL, " Topsham. 
WILLIA!I ALLEN, Portland. 
J . c. BOYNTON, Grand Pursuivant, Richmond . 
JoHN B. SwEAT, Parsonsfield. 
STEPHEN B. DOCKHAM, Grand ·sword Bearer, Warren. 
JoHN D.uN, Grand Tyler, Portland. 

The following brethren were then appointed a Committee on 
Foreign Correspondence for the ensuing year, viz : 

CYRIL PEARL, of Baldwin. 

E. A. CHADWICK, of Gardiner. 
E. GILMAN RAwsoN, of Bangor. 

The usual proclamation was then made by the Grand Marshal. 

Bro. Octavius A. Merrill, of Topsham, submitted the follow
ing resolution, which was read and unanimously adopted, viz: 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Grand Lodge he tendered to M. W 
John C. Humphreys, Past Grand Master, for the able and courteous man
ner in which be bas presided over their deliberations, and for the zeal and 

fidelity manifesten by him in sustaining the interests and the honor of the 
craft in this jurisdiction; and that our fraternal regard be extended to him , 
with our best wishes for his future welfare and happiness. 

Bro. B. F. Mudgett, of Bangor, then offered the following 
resolution, which was unanimously adopted, viz: 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Grand Lodge be extended to R . W . 
William Somerby for his valuable services as Junior Grand Warden of this 
Grand Lodge, and for the great interest he has evinced in the prosperity of 
the fraternity. 

On motion of Bro. Covell, 

Voted, That the Grand Lodge re-affirm, and cause to be published witli 
19 
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the proceedings, the following report and action of the Grand Lod(ie thereon, 
adopted thirty years ago, viz : 

"The committee to whom was referred the subject of considering the 
proper ceremony to be observed and paid by the lodges to the District 
Deputy Grand Masters, when they visit them, report the following order of 
ceremonies to be observed at the ordinary official visits of the D. D. G. 
Masters to the several lodges under the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, 
viz: 

"The District Deputy Grand Masters shall give previous reasonable 
notice of their intended visit to the Master of the lodge, who shall summon 
the same and provide one of the ante-rooms or some other convenient place 
within the lodge building, to which the D. D. G. Master will repair, and 
inform t he lodge by their Marshal that he is in waiting. The lodge being 
opened, the Master shall then direct the Marshal, accompanied by the 
Deacons and Stewards, with their rods, to wait on the D. D. G. Master, and 
inform him that the lodge is ready to receive him, and conduct him to the 
door of the lodge in the following order : 

" 1st. Marshal, 
"2d. Stewards with white rods, 
"3d. Deacons with black rods, 
"4th. District Deputy Grand Master. 
"On arriving at the door of the lodge, the Marshal makes demand, and 

the door being opened, be announces' The District Deputy G1·and Master,' 
and they enter the lodge. The brethren arise; the Stewards and Deacons 
halt within, and open to the right and left, crossing their rods; the D. D. G. 
Master enters between them, preceded by the Marshal. Being entered, the 
brethren salute him in ancient form. The Marshal then conducts him to the 
East, and the Master offers him the chair. 

"The visit being ended, and the D. D. G. Master signifying his intention 
to retire, he is conducted to his cham her in the same manner, the Stewards 
and Deacons halting as above, at the door of his apartment only; and the 
substance of the above order will be observed when the D. D. G. Master 
visits by deputation of a Past Master or Master of a lodge, except that such 
Deputy will not take the chair, but will sit uncovered at the right of the 
Master. 

"CHARLES FOX, } 
"GEO. THATCHER, JR., Committ-.e. 

"January 10, 1823. 
" Which report was duly considered and unanimously adopted." 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence then presented 
.their annual report, which was read and adopted and ordered to 
.be published with the proceedings, as follows, viz: 

REPORT ON FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence respectfully report : 
Another year of masonic labors bas been performed, and its records are 

·now a part of masonic history. It has been a year of progress. Much work 
bas been done the last year, and we trust in general well done. Your com· 
mittee feel a special pleasure in reviewing the reports which have come to 
band, that there is so little to censure, or criticise with seTerity, in the action 
of the several Grand Lodges of the country. In Louisiana we find a health
,ful and vigorous progress since harmony bas been restored. In New York, 
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the Grand Lodge and its faithful subordinates seem but slightly disturbed by 
the complaints and erratic action of the body assuming to be a Grand Lodge, 
whose claims and course of conduct have been so freely criticised by us in 
former reports . We could wish some good genius or some kind Providence 
might lead back those erring brethren and the lodges they control, to a good 
understanding and fraternal relations with the Grand Lodge, so as to give 
assurance that strife and division shall no more disturb the masonic labors 
of the Empire State. But we have no time or heart for a further effort to se
cure that result at present. 

In California, a new trial has arisen through what has been represented 
as unwarrantable and blame-worthy action of the Grand Master. The cen
sures bestowed on him, and his reply and attempted vindication, have 
reached us in a pamphlet form, but we do not deem it expedient to detail the 
circumstances of the controversy now. We trust all questions at issue there 
may be justly settled by the parties, without the interposition of the Grand 
Lodges in other states. A great field is open before our brothers there, and 
a work is on their hands, which should leave no time or disposition to in
dulge in intestine strifes. Why should the work cease because the Master 
falters in his oversight 1 Why cause division and strife by delinquency, or 
seeming rashness of labor and counsel1 We will hope that the .result of the 
criticisms of the craft, and the explanations of the Master, will cause the 
truth and right to triumph, and that no further exposure or censure of the 
wrong, or vindicat.ion of the right, will be required at our hands. 

We love not the work of censure nor the tone of reproof, and rejoice that 
so little demand for it is apparent in the work of the order which comes for 
our inspection. We have returns from the Grand Lodges of 
New Hampshire, 
Vermont, 
Massaclmsetts, 
Connecticut, 
Rhode Island, 
New York, 
New J ersey, 
Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, 
District of Columbia, 

Virginia, 
Georgia, 
Kentucky, 
Tennessee, 
Alabama, 
Texas, 
Michigan, 
Indiana, 
'Wisconsin, 

North Carolina, 
South Carolina, 
Missouri, 
Mississippi, 
Louisiana, 
Florida, 
Arkansas, 
California, 
Oxegon. 

We have also a communication of fraternal sentiments from ST. JoHN's 
LonGE, No . .fr, of Canada West. It is addressed to us as a branch of the 
great masonic family, and we insert their brief communication as a part of 
this report. We feel assured the Grand Lodge of Maine reciprocate masonic 
courtesies and greetings, wherever they may concentrate, and feel a very cor
dial sympathy with our brethren in Canada West, as also throughout the 
Bri t ish Provinces of this continent. As the power of steam and the iron 
horse are now about to make us near neighbors, we will hope to know and 
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love each other better, both as men and masons. We would suggest that 

our Wor. Grand Secretary be requested to send our proceedings of the 

last year and also of the current year, when published, in return for their 

communication which here follows : 

SIR AND BROTHER : 

ST.JOHN's LonGE, No. 4h, 
KINGSTON, Dec. 27, A. L. 5855. 

I have the pleasure ·to transmit, herewith, by command of the Worshipful 
Master, the list of the officers of St. John's Lodge, No. 4h , Kingston, Canada 
West, for the ensuing masonic year. 

The St. John's Lodge tender their heartfelt wishes for the continuing pros
perity of your lodge, with the customary congratulations of the season to its 
members. 

We trust that our united efforts will add yet another pillar to adorn our 
time-honored institution, and that brotherly love will ever prevail among us . 

Brother SAMUEr. DF.AD~IAN FowLER, Worshipful Master. 
" JAMES GEORGE FoRTIER, Senior W:-trde n. 

ELLERY WANZE R PALMER, Junior Warden. 
HENRY ARMSTRONG, Treasurer. 
'Vu.LIAM RunsTON, Secret:-try. 
Tno~us P~~RKINS, Senior Deacon. 

' WILLIAM MARTIN, Junior Deacon. 
JoHN ALI•:XANDER HARVEY, Direc tor of Ceremonies. 

ii~~~R1I~;:.~~~RT, } Stewards. 
THOMAS DuNCAN, Inner Guard. 
J,\MES GIBSON, Tyler. 

I beg to remain, sir and brother, 
Yours fraternally, 

WILLIAbt RunsToN, Secretary. 
To the Secretary of--- Lodge, No. - . 

Your comrnit.tee invite particular attention to the interesting communica

tion from the Grand Orient of France, and the cordial greetings of the Prince 

Lucien Murat, on his elevation to the office of Grand Master of the masonic 

order in France. We submit a free translation prepared by one of the com

mittee: 

GRAND ORIENT 
of France. 

SECRETARY GENERAL'S OFFICE ~ 
of 

The Masonic Order in France. 
ADDRESS OF G. ·. 0 .·.: 

To the Grand Orient oj F1·ance. 
RUE DES MATHURINS-Saint t 

Jacques, 10. l 
TT:. CC:. et ILL:. FF:. 

A FFRANCHIR : 
To make free. 

ORIENT OF PARIS, 1st May, 1852. 

I have the high honor to transmit to yon the letter which the new Grand 
Master of Masons in France, Prince Lucien Murat, writes to the masons of 
other countries owing allegiance to the Grand Ori ent, in order to announce 
to them his accession to that high office, and to draw closer the bonds which 
attach the masons of the whole world to those of France. I avail myself of 
this circumstance TT:. CC.·. and TT:. ILL:. FF:., in order to assure you 
of all the devotedness which I have the honor, of V:. S ·. P:. L:. M: . L:. 

S:. and av:. the H:. Q:. V: . S:. D : . 
For the Secretary General of G ·. 0:. 

By the Chief Assistant of the Secretary General, HunERT, 33o.·. 
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GRAND ORIENT OF FRANCE. 

To the glory of the G.· . A.·. of the Universe. 
0:. OF PARIS, May 1, 1852. 

THE GRAND MASTER OF THE MASONIC ORDER IN FRANCE, 
To the Grand Lodge of Maine in Portland. 

S:. S:. S:. 
TT:. CC:. and ILL.· . FF:. 

In taking possession of the high duties which have been confided to me 
by the Grand Orient of France, and in bringing this event to your knowl
edge, I embrace with eagerness the occasion which is offered me to say how 
happy I shall be to witness the continuance of those friendly relations 
which exist between you and the masonic body in France. 

The favor which has been conferred upon me, which I have not sought, 
but of which I feel all the value, I have accepted with the design of being 
useful to our sublime institution which embraces the whole world. 

In order to accomplish the design which I propose, I count upon the good
will and the efforts of all French Masons; permit me, TT.·. CC:. and ILL:. 
FF:., to rely on your sympathies and on your information, for onr iustitu
tion has no limits, and from whatever source noble and generous suggestions 
come to us, it is always with happiness we hasten to welcome them. 

Accept, TT:. CC.·. and ILL:. FF:., 
The assurance of my highest consideration 

and of my devotion. 
Grand Master of the Masonic Order in France: 

PRINCE LUCIEN .:.\fURAT, 33°:. 

It will be noticed that this communication is from the highest source of 
authority in the masonic order in France, and is signed by the distinguished 
head of the order as of the 33°. It is sent to the Grand Lodge of Maine, as 
your committee understand its object stated by the Grand Secretary, as a 
fraternal act, frankly stating to us what " the new Grand Master of Masons 
in France, Prince Lucien Murat, writes to the masons of other countries 
owing allegiance to the Grand Orient, in order to announce to them his 
accession to that high office, and to draw closer the bonds which attach the 
masons of the whole world to those of France." We do not understand 
him as assuming that the masons of these United States, whether of French 
origin, or whatever their nationality, own any particular allegiance to the 
Grand Orient of France or to its illustrious head, as the representative of its 
Supreme Grand Council. We have no idea that any masonic authority or 
jurisdiction of that body is claimed over any masonic body in this country. 
We understand this fraternal letter as embodying the genuine masonic feel
ing, as expressed in the language of the Prince, when he says: " I embrace 
with eagerness the occasion which is offered me to say how happy I shall 
be to witness the continuance of those friendly relations which exist between 
you and the masonic body in France." 

Your committee are sure this Grand Lodge will concur with them in the 
most cordial reciprocation of this feeling, and we cherish the hope that a 
frequent interchange of such civilities will draw closer the cords of brotherly 
love and union, and thus fulfill the appropriate destiny of our order, which, 
in two great nations, though severed by the wide ocean, should do some
thing to unite the family of man and secure the peace of the world. This 
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Grand Lodge will rejoice in the hope which is inspired by the elevation to 
the Grand Mastership of the order in France, of a Prince so well able, by 
his position in respect to the ruling sovereign and government of that em
pire, to give protection, strength· and prosperity to the order there. There· 
was a time when serious apprehensions were felt in this country lest the 
hostility to our order, manifested at Rome, might harm our brethren in 
France, and bring their fidelity to the severest test. That fear, we trust, 
has passed away forever, and. we will hope that our brethren in that country, 
so closely linked with the early struggles of our own, will share with us in 
the cherished anticipation that the friendship of the two nations shall he like 
that of Washington and Lafayette, based on noble, generous sentiments, 
adorned with every virtue and compacted with the true masonic " cement 
of brotherly love." 

Permit us to suggest the propriety of binding, in a neat form, the pro
ceedings of this body for the last four years, with those of this communica
tion, when printed, accompanied by an introductory note to the Grand Mas
ter of our order in France, and desiring a continued interchange of masonic 
correspondence. 

Before proceeding to other topics, your committee beg leave to call atten
tion to the following circular of the Grand Lodge of Kentucky, and the 
accompanying note of its Secretary : 

CLAY MONUMENT. 
IN THE GRAND LODGE OF KENTUCKY, 

The following resolution was read and adopted : 
September 2, 1852. 

"Re.~olved, That the subordinate lodges of Free and Accepted Masons, in 
the State of Kentucky and throughout the Union, be requested to subscribe 
such amount as in their discretion they may think proper, to aid in the erec
tion of a monument over the remains of our late worthy and esteemed 
brother HENHY CLAY, of the city of Lexington, Past Grand Master of this 
Grand Lodge, and that said subscriptions be forwarded to HENRY T. DuNCAN, 
President of the' Clay Monumental Association,' Lexington, Ky." 

A copy. Attest: P. SWIGERT, G. Secreta1·y. 

OFFICE CLAY MoNUMENTAL AssociATION, 
Lexington, 22d September, 1852. 

Sm :-Above you will find a copy of a resolution, adopted by the Grand 
Lodge of Kentucky, recommending the lodges in the United States to sub
scribe means to aid in erecting over the remains of our illustrious country
man, HENRY CLAY, a monument which is to mark the spot where his body 
will repose-and commemorate the virtuous deeds of his long and glorious 
life. 

A rapid organization of State Committees is making, and the grateful 
work bas been commenced in many of the states, to raise means to promote 
the enterprise, and as soon as practicable, a like organization of the remain
ing states for the same object will be made. 

May we not hope that your body will regard the object as worthy their 
patronage and favor • and that you will make such appropriation in aid of 
the work as may seem best. 

HENRY CLAY was a Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of this state; 
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his name is presented as a member of the fraternity, and as one of the most 
distinguished patriots and benefactors of the nineteenth century. 

The cordial co-operation of your fraternity is confidently relied on. 
Very respectfully, H . T. DUNCAN, Ckm'n C. M. A. 

Lexington, 21 Oct., 1852. 
Sm,AND BROTHER :-1 have to request of you a list of the lodges under 

the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Maine-with the places of their loca
ti on ; this will enable me to carry out the request of our Grand Lodge, pre
fixed. 

Fraternally, ,JNO. B. BAXTER, Sec. C. M. A . 
Grand Sec'y Grand Lodge of Maine. 

It is our conviction that this Grand Lodge will respectfully notice and re
spond to this appeal of our sister Grand Lodge, and yet we do not forget 
that the column at our nation's capital, has no stone from our own state, to 
remind the future visitor to its hallowed base, that Maine or the Grand Lodge 
of Maine reveres with affection and gratitude the memory of the" FATHER 
o~· HIS couNTRY." The action which, at a former communication of this 
body, defeated the proposition to engrave the name of the Grand Lodge of 
Maine in one of her marble or granite blocks, as a memorial that Maine loves 
the father of his country and founder of its Union, makes us cautious how 
we recommend a worthy tribute to the memory of HENRY CLAY, who, through 
so many and severe ordeals, has ever been its champion and defender. But 
if the Grand Lodge of Maine, now in her maturity and strength, would be 
self-moved to a noble deed in memory of both, we believe her future sons 
who mingle here when our places shall know us no more, will love their 
mother all the more and respect the fathers quite as much, who thus show 
a proper veneration for the fathers of their country and the eminent patrons 
of our fraternity. 

Of one thing we are sure: the memory of CLAY and of WASHINGTON will 
be green and fragrant when we and the action of this Grand Lodge in the 
premises will be forgotten, whatever we may think proper to do in relation 
to their memory now. 

GENERAL GRAND LODGE. 

A subject of paramount importance, at this time, is t.he proposal to form a 
General Grand Lodge. It will be recollected that at our last communication, 
the Committee on Foreign Correspondence presented a special report, pro
posing to the Grand Lodges of the Union, to unite In the plan of organizing 
such a body at Lexington, Kentucky, in connection with the meeting of the 
General Grand Encampment and General Grand Chapter, in September, 
1853. This proposition, we are happy to announce, has been received with 
a great degree of favor, by most of the Grand Lodges whose reports have 
been made and forwarded to us, since our report and circular reached them. 
We have reason to hope that, following their example, other sister Grand 
Lodges will approve this course, and authorize representatives to meet at the 
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time and place proposed, to unite in organizing a General Grand Lodge with 
proper powers and limitations, to hold its triennial sessions at the same 
time and place with the other bodies, so that these gatherings of the frater
nity may consult for the good of the whole country and of all bmnches of 
our cherished institution. A few of the Grand Lodges still hold objections 
to the creation of a General Grand Lodl(e, but on the whole, the current of 
sentiment seems to set in favor of it, and we anticipate a degree of harmony 
in the proposed'measure, which, one year ago, did not seem likely to occur 
at this early day. In the state of New York, perhaps a stronger opposition 
has been made to such a body than has elsewhere appeared. In the Grand 
Lodge report of that state, we notice nothing this year particularly deserving 
attention on this question. 'Ve have, however, received from the chairman 
of the Committee on Correspondence in the Grand Chapter of New York, an 
extract from his late report to the Chapter, which deserves a passing notice. 
It comes to us in the "Masonic Union" for March, and is intended for our 
special notice, as is respectfully indicated. And as it is perhaps one of the 
best versions of the arguments against a General Grand Lodge now existing, 
we cheerfully review it in the same spirit of fraternal courtesy which sends 
it to us for this purpose. 

Let it be remembered that this report, from which we extract, was pre
sented, not to the Grand Lodge of New York, but to the Grand Chapter, in 
February last, and that the distinguished author, Companion Finlay M. 
King, editor of the "Masonic Union," is also chairman of the Committee of 
Correspondence for the Grand Lodge, ~hich is to bold its next session in 
June. 

The following is his language: 

"The entire independence of this Grand Chapter from the Grand Lodge 
of New York, renders it a matter of extreme delicacy for your committee to 
approach the subject of a General Grand Lodge, to which their attention 
has been called by the Grand Lodge of Maine; and but for the fraternal 
courtesy due to that distinguished body of masons, we would hardly feel 
justified in advancing any opinion thereon. Yet, in expressing the willing
ness which the Grand Chapter of New York ever feels, to regard her co
laborers in the masonic vineyard, with the consideration and respect tbat are 
due to their positions, and for that purpose to advance near to the edge of 
her legitimate sphere, her committee may feel somewhat relieved, in tbe 
present instance, from the embarrassment which might otherwise attach to 
their positions as the organ of the Grand Chapter, in the reali zation that the 
chairman of this committee holds the same official relations with the Gmnd 
Lodge of New York that he does with this Grand Body, and is prf)s umed to 
know something of its views. 

"Our brethren in Maine believe that 'The intE'rests of Freemasonry in 
our country, in all its departments, would be greatly promoted by the form
ation of a General Grand Lodge of the United States;' that 'the voice of a 
decided majority of the lodges of th is country bas been clearly exp~;essed in 
favor of such an organization ; ' that 'the progress already made in the set
tlement of long standing difficulties in some of the states, is one of the most 
encouraging evidences that a General Grand Lodge may be harmoniously 
and successfully organized;' and 'that such an organization is highly de
sirable, that it may complete our national masonic organization.' 
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" These we believe to be the main reasons why they desire such an or
ganization; aud we will briefly answer them, seriatim, according to the 
views entertained by this committee. And, taking the proceedings of the 
Grand Lodges of the United States for our guides, there are many of them
and for the sake of the argument we will concede that they form but a mi
nority, yet we are far from being sure of this-who are decidedly hostile to 
such an organization. They believe that the Grand Lodges are legitimately 
sup1·eme in their respecti ve jurisdictions; that the formation of a power 
above them, would curtail the rights and privileges that they have ever exer
cised, and to which they are justly entitled; that it would absorb all powers 
within itself, and strike down state jurisdictions whenever tbey did not 
strictly conform to its exacting behests. The expense of maintaining it 
would be greater than the benefits to be derived, and, in any event the ob
jects of the institution would be better carried out in devoting that expense 
to charitable purposes. Its existence would be a source of jealousy, of iJI
feeling and of constant irritation on the part of the non-conforming jurisdic
tions; and such an organization is unheard of in the hiRtory of Blue Masonry, 
unless it may find a parallel in the United Grand Lodge of England and its 
Provincial vassals, at which the republican genius of Masonry in America 
very naturally revolts. 

" Again, all or nearly all seemR now to be peace in the symbolic jurisdic
tions of the Union. We think, therefore, that the inte1·ests of the inRtitution 
cannot be promoted by the organization of such a body. Again, the 'settle
ment of long Rtanding difficulties in some of the states,' there being general 
prosperity in that branch of Masonry throughout the country, is the strong
est evidence that can possibly be adduced, why we should not distu rb the 
well regulated system of Grand Lodge jurisdictions; and this but confirms 
us in the long entertained opinion that it is not possible for human wisdom 
to devise a mode of arbitrament, of adjudication and settlement of difficul
ties, more just, more equitable or less expensive than that now afforded in 
the thirty-th ree Grand Lodges of the Union acting in their unbiassed, inde
pendent and sovereign capacities. We do not deny that a closer union may 
be formed between the Grand Lodges of the country, nor that their decisions 
may be made more authoritative than they are at present, but we have not 
the time nor is here the place to present such a project. 

"That the institution of a National Grand Lodge is 'highly desirable, that 
it may complete our national masonic organization,' your committee have 
extreme doubts. 'Under the auspices and direction of our present system 
of [Grand Lodge] government,' if we may be permitted to adopt the lan
guage of the chairman of this committee used on another occasion, 'the 
institution bas been directed and controlled till it now enjoys a prosperity 
unprecedented in the annals of history. The Grand Lodges steadily and 
successfully move in their regular and legitimate orbits; through their 
agency, the masonic empire of the Union is happily controlled; punishments 
are regulated and the rights of brethren vindicated. Kind and forbea ring 
in th e exercise of power, these bodies are composed of officers and mem hers 
of subordinate lodges, who, coming annually from the great body of masons 
throughout each state, truly reflect the character, wants and merits of their 
respective constituencies.' Fully endorsing these views, and entertaining 
the firm belief that the establishment of a General Grand Lodge would be 
productive of more evil than good, your committee feel it their duty to 
express their decided disapproval of the project. It is thought by this com
mittee that no advice or ins tructions are necessary to be given to the repre
sentatives of this Grand Chapter, to influence their action in the contem
plated convention at Lexington, either favorably or adversely to the forma
tion of a General Grand Lodge ; as whatever they may say or do therein 
will be outside of their authority as such representatives, and upon their 
individual responsibilities, so far as this Grand Chapter is concerned. 

"To conclude, the committee feel that they ought to discla im for them
selves and for this Grand Chapter any thought of influencing, in the slight
est degree, any other Grand Body in ~his state from expressing such opinion 
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or from taking such action on the important questions upon which we have 
here commented, as their enlightened wisdom may dictate. The secession 
of a Grand Chapter and the dissolution of the General Grand Chapter are 
matters which deeply concern this jurisdiction ; and, respecting the forma
tion of a General Grand Lodge, we could not say less than we have said, 
while influenced by fraternal courtesy to our brethren of Maine." 

1. In relation to this cordial statement of objections, your committee 
remark in the first place, we are unable to see but that every objection here 
raised would be just as valid against the creation and continued existence of 
the General Grand Chapter and General Grand Encampment, as against the 
creation of a General Grand Lodge. If such a body as is proposed to be 
organized-created by the Grand Lodges of the states, by their united ·wis
dom and mature ability-would be dangerous to the independence, rights, 
jurisdiction, harmony and successful action of the Grand Lodges of any of 
the states, by what parity of reasoning is it possible to vindicate the General 
Grand Chapter and General Grand Encampment 1 What objection stated 
by our excellent companion that does not apply in all its force to the other 
General Grand Bodies referred to 1 And yet we have some five out of 
seven pages, of this same report, devoted to a very able and successful vin
dication of the General Grand Chapter, against all propositions to dissolve 
it or secede from it. To our minds, this defence of the Grand Chapter goes 
further to establish the importance of creating the proposed Grand Lodge 
than almost any argument we have elsewhere met. Compared with the two 
pages of objections it strikes us that they sustain a far higher relative force 
than five bas to two. 

2. We remark, in the second place, that the objection as to the assump
tion of abitrary power, and impairing the freedom of the state Grand Lodges, 
is not indicated by the history or recent acts of the General Grand Chapter. 
On the contrary, the chief complaints against that body are, that it hesitates 
in its decisions, and does not legislate with sufficient boldness to meet the 
demands of this rushing age of steam. We have no fears of any such effect 
from the creation of a General Grand Lodge at the time and place proposed, 
as suggested by the New York committee. 

3. We are fully impressed with the conviction that the creation of such 
a body at the time and place proposed, would do more than anything else 
to give strength and practical utility to both the General Grand Chapter and 
the General Grand Encampment, and that they in turn would aid and 
strengthen this, and illustrate the proverbial strength of "a three-fold cord," 
which is not easily broken. 

4. It seems equally clear that this course would obviate all reasonable 
objection to the expense of representation. If a state delegation is far from 
the place of meeting, it would be easy to relieve the burden of expense, by 
uniting on one delegate to represent the three bodies; and, surely, with 
three such organizations as our state masonic bodies are rapidly becoming, 
it could not be a severe tax to send a delegate to a great national masonic 
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festival once in three years. Your committee do not fear that such a tax 
would greatly diminish the charity that visits and relieves the widow and 
the orphan. Thus reviewing what seem to us the chief and the only serious 
objections to the creation of a General Grand Lodge in the manner proposed, 
we submit to this body the propriety of co-operating with the Grand Chap
ter and Grand Encampment of Maine, in securing a delegation from this 
body, with full power to co-operate in the formation of a General Grand 
Lodge, at the time and place proposed, provided a majority of the Grand 
Lodges in this country shall unite in the proposed convention. 

PHYSICAL DEFORMITY. 

Much time and space are devoted in some of the reports, in discussing the 
physical qual ifications essential to masonic instruction and progress; but 
as this subject is in the hands of a special committee, instructed to report 
at this meeting, your committee refrain from further comment. 

MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS. 

There are several subjects of importance discussed in the various and 
elaborate reports of the several Grand Lodges of this Union, to which your 
committee would gladly give attention, were there not other matters they 
deem of higher moment to the best interests of our order. 

Public addresses of deep interest reach us in the proceedings of the Grand 
Lodges and in the public celebrations which occur throughout the country. 

These addresses not only show the rapid sprea~ of our order and growing 
attachment to its principles, its ancient landmarks and historical treasures, 
bot exhibit also an increasing interest in the great moral truths and prac
tical duties which Masonry inculcates. This feature of progress is one of 
the most hopeful in our present position, and inspires the expectation that 
our whole country will feel the pressure of that influence for good which 
our institution must surely exert, when its own members subject heart and 
life fully to thE:' dominion of their avowed principles. 

The thirst for intelligence is also a hopeful feature of the proceedings 
before us. A higher order of talent now sits in the oriental chair in nearly 
all p:uts of the country, and the reports of the Committees of Correspond
ence have rapidly increased in value since we were first called to their exam
ination. 

It may properly be remarked at this point that the Grand Lodge of 
Maine has contributed not a little to this result, by the example she has set 
in honorably compensating the labor bestowed by their Committee on Cor
respondence. This example is now extensively emulated, and its effect is 
seen in the rich harvest which the lodges are reaping from the researches of 
elevated minds in the wide fields before them. 
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We may gratefully pay this tribute to the Grand Lodges of the country, 
in view of the very flattering terms in which they are pleased to notice the 
proceedi ngs of this body. Our annual reports continue to receive the most 
respectful treatment, even where the writers differ from us in relation to 
any point discussed. Where we have ruost severely criticized, we have yet 
had the credit of honest convictions and sincere good will; and, in general, 
the satisfaction that this unwelcome duty of censure has not been wholly in 
vain. In order to show how little relish we have for the work of fault
finding, we freely express the high degree of satisfaction we feel that so 
little now demands this service at our hands, and gladly turn to another 
subject, which we trust will be acceptable to this body and to those in cor- · 
respondence with it, as it is important in its practical bearings. We pro
pose tO Speak Of THE RELATIONS OF FREE~IASONRY TO THE MORAL AND 

RELIGIOUS EL·E~!ENT IN MAN, AND ITS AFFINITY FOR THE RELIGIONS OF THE 

WORLD. The enquiry is the more important, because of the frequent mis
takes occurring both among the friends and the enemies of our inst itu tion. 

O.ur attention is the more appropriately called to this question, now that 
the preventive obstacles to its free discussion are so extensively removed, 
and the aspi rations everywhere apparent in our order, are actively demand
ing light on this vital question. We also notice that an appeal bas been 
made by our Hebrew brethren to the lodges of this country, that we would 
dispense ;with the New Testament in the administration of masonic obliga
tions. This appeal, and the nol)le .reply to it by the Grand Lodge of Massa
chusetts, are worthy of profound study. It is well that the principles involved 
in all questions relating to the religions of the world, as connected with 
masonic obligations, should be definitely settled and well understood. In 
proceeding to this question, it is proper in the outset to lay down a few sim
ple propositions. 

1. In the first place, it is to be remembered that Masonry, whether specu
lative or operative, is the art of building, and constructing. In the one, as 
in the other, there is a result to be reached; there are materials to be mould
ed, and methods to be pursued. Operative Masonry builds habitations to 
shelter human beings; and churches, colleges, temples, halls of legislation 
and justice for thei r instruction, elevation, progress aud protection. 

FREEMASONRY proposes another kind of architecture, with results, mater
ials and processes peculiarly its own. It proposes to secure human welfare, 
peace on earth, good will to men, by moulding men, and titting them as li'l:
ing stones, in the great temple of humanity, steadily rising on the earth; and 
to do it by moral forces addressed to the understanding and the heart of 
free moral agents, and designed to fit them for the Master Builder's use. 

2. Another proposition which needs but a brief illustration, is, tbat the 
process and methods of building are not stationary and stereotyped, but 
progressive, with the progress of ages of nations and of man. Yet there are 
certain principles of architecture that are not fleeting and subject to incess-
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ant changes, like the fluctuations of fashion and caprice. Architectural 
taste nod skill have certnin fixed laws and proportions, that find a response 
in the very nature of man ; and thus some of the old structures, erected by 
the masters of our art, in tbe rude ages of the past, remain as models to be 
studied and admired, even in their ruins. Thus it is that certain tools and 
instruments of the master's art are established as " immovable jewels," re
minding us perpetually of the immutable nature of truth and virtue, as the 
elements of that divine art, which from age to age, is to fashion man for a 
higher work than that of building the noblest structures of wood, brick, 
granite or marble. 

Freemasonry proposes to take man in his rude, unshapely state, and mould 
him for bis nobler destiny. It must of necessity adapt its methods to his 
condition and his needs. However varied the processes, they must all be in, 
around, and with, his nature and necessities. It must meet the original and 
fundamental wants of our common humanity. It seeks to do this, by em
ploying its endeavors on materials adapted to the results desired . It does 
not propose to waste fruitless endeavors on hopeless materials, and there
fore requires certain intellectual and moral qualities, in candidates for its 
discipline. It does not hope to make good masons of atheists, mad-men or 
idiots. For this or other reasons, the ancient masters had some regard to 
phys ical qualifications, and required that candidates shonld be whole in 
body,, upright in form, of sound limbs, and of lawful or mature age. This 
requisition had regard, doubtless, not merely to capacity in the rngged toils 
of operative Masonry, but had a symbolic meaning, as in the ancient temple 
worship in the Hebrew commonwealth. 

In moulding such materials, Masonry requires certain laws of fitness and 
adaptation, in dealing with the human necessities. Among his original and 
fundamental elements, it perceives the principle of reverence and necessities 
for worship. This element displays itself in the fact that all men, in all time, 
unless sunk to the level of the brute, will have some object to reverence and 
worship. All the idolatries' of earth grow out of the perversions of this prin
ciple, and demonstate the fact that all systems of human elevation must em . 
brace this ultimate truth. Masonry thus, by a fixed necessity, must ally 
itself to man's moral nature and religious wants. Hence its affinity for the 
religions of all nations. Hence the solemnity of taking its obligations on 
the sacred books that men regard as revealed truth. Men thus fPel after, if 
haply they may find the fountain of light and truth. Tlms they see the fit
ness of asking and receiving, seeking and finding, knocking and finding open 
the gates of divine truth and wisdom. 

If Masonry did not thus recognize the religious element, and adapt itself 
to these imperishable necessities, it would be false to its high trust, and with 
all its alleged antiquity and its brilliant emblems, it would prove but a splen
did failure. It is because that it recognizes this sublime element in man's 
nature, that it keeps pace with religious development on earth, and has often 
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fed the fires of religious truth on its sacred altars, when the nations and the 
masses of men were walking in the valley and shadow of death. It is thus 
that Masonry has had successive additions and developments, which, in 
their rise, have been regarded as innovations on ancient landmarks. It is 
thus that Masonry, which, in other ages and nations, was more nearly allied 
to natural religion, came at length to be domesticated in the Hebrew com
monwealth, and build temples to Jehovah, as it had anciently to the worship 
of the sun. Thus it was, that, when a greater than Solomon appeared to 
build the walls of a spiritual temple, in which all nations may worship, we 
find the great reformer who heralds his approach, and the loved one who 
leans on his bosom, adopted as the patron saints of our order. Masonry 
reveres their teachings as worthy of all acceptation, and from that period 
bails them as teachers aud masters of the art of living, helpers and exemplars 
of zeal, hope and charity, and henceforth and iu all time, these lights of the 
world meet the young mason early in his pilgrimage, to cheer him in his 
labors and his journey towards the land of silence, and encourage him to 
enter fearlessly the dark valley, aided by their counsels and superior work. 
Now Masonry has reached a point of rest, so far as its great essential principles 
and man's eternal necessities require . It has found its Messiah, through 
His faithful guides. It bas found Him, of whom the prophets did write 
-Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews. It can now build its earthly 
sanctuaries, its temples of worship and its heavenly hopes, on the founda
tion of prophets and apostles, Jesus Christ being the chief corner stone. 
The stone which the ancient builders rejected, "bas become the head stone 
of the corner." And now, with reverence, let us approach to the Holy of 
Holies in the ancient temple and see the vail removed. Let us rejoice that 
we may enter, because no more occasion remains that the mitered priest 
should enter there alone to offer atonements and sacrifices for sin, because 
our Great High Priest, who has passed into the heavens, has offered one 
perfect, all-prevailing sacrifice, and having rent the ancient, emblemlttic 
vail, amid the rending of rocks and the earthquake, be bas broken down the 
middle wall of partition, so that all nations may come and worship and 
listen to the startling cry of the Baptist, "Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand . Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of 
the world." W e may listen, also, to the cheering words of the evangelist: 
"He is the propitiation for our sin, and in Him was no sin." 

"Beloved, believe not evtry spirit, but try the spirit, whether it be of God. 
"Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed on us, that we 

should be called the sons of God. 
"It doth not yet appear what we shall be, but we know that when be 

shall appear we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 
"He that hath this hope in him, purifieth himself. 
" Little children, Jove one another. 
"He that loveth fulfilletb also the Jaw, for love is the fulfilling of the law. 
"If any man say, I love. God, and loveth not his brother, he is a liar, and 

the truth is not in him." 
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We repeat, then, the assertion, Masonry bas found a point of rest. Not 
that its earthy toils and labors for the world's advancement are ended, but 
it has found the desire of all nations-the true light that lightetl1 every man 
that cometh into the world. Its labors may now have a definite and 
eminently practical direction. Man, in his ignorance and apostacy, needs 
no longer rove amid perils in foreign climes among barbarous tongues, in 
pursuit of light, for the day dawns, and the day star has risen on our world 
and in our hearts, if we love the truth as it is in Jesus, and find light beam
ing on our altars, wherever we come from darkness to light. Ligh t-and 
more light, beams oil us from the sacred page, in proportion as we ask and 
seek and knock at wisdom's gate, following our guide and fearing no danger . . 
We have reached, then, several important, practical conclusions. 

1. We cannot now recede from the great, essential landmarks of our 
ord er. These are established. They are scattered all along in the history 
of the past like so many mile stones, measuring the progress of the ages 
and the march of humanity in the wilderness, till the promised land is 
reached. The pillar of cloud and the pillar of fire have now fulfilled their 
mission, and give place to the star in the east as it rises on the vis ion and 
guides wise men to the very portals of the ancient temples. Yet it rests 
not over its majestic dome but over the lowly manger, and angel messengers 
summon the adoring shepherds to the worship of an infant Saviour. The 
star bas now become a glorious sun, and man need no longer walk in dark
ness. He may have the light of life. He need no longer dig in darkness, 
amid ruined hopes and despairing dreams. The master builders need not 
faint nor be discouraged. The key stone is found, the arch may now be 
completed and the craftsman may work cheerily, assured that, with faith, 
hope and charity and a patient continuance in well doing, by the grace of 
the Master Overseer, be shall reap in due time, if he faint not. He will 
reward every one according to his work. 

2. It is of course settled that we cannot grant the request of our Hebrew 
brothers, to banish the New Testament from the altar of Masonry. We 
might willingly do all that charity would dictate, but it does not demand 
that we banish the light of the world. We cannot do this, unless we can 
roll back the morning sun to accommodate him who prefers the moruing 
star or the dim twilight for his daily guide. We cannot, with sacrilegious 
hand, thus put out the light on our altars, to accommodate visions still dim 
with darkness of past ages that have rejected the full orbed sun. It would 
be like the attempt to banish from the world the improvements of modern 
art-the achievements of modern science-to annihilate steam-to abolish the 
printing press, and stay the lightning's rapid course. No. Our work is in 
another direction. It is to let the light shine; to aid men from darkness to 
light; to diffuse the light more and more; to reflect it in a radiant life; the 
outshining of a . good conscience; the pure affections of a purified heart ; 
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the noble achievements of a sanctified will; and an earnest life devoted to 
the welfare of man and the glory of God. 

3. It also follows that Masonry is not, as some have supposed, a substi· 
tute for religion. There is no sense in which this is true, or can, by possibil
ity, be true. It is not, and no man has a right to make it or call it a substi
tnte for anythi ng. It. were as ill spoken as to call food a substitute fo r rai
ment, or air a substitute for light, or moral truth a substitute for eyes and 
the soul of man. Masonry is its own self, and is not anything else, nor a 
substitute for anything else. It is the art of building and erecting, and not 
a substitute for farming or gardening or navigation or merchandizing. But 
in its appropriate sphere, it harmonizes with, and benefits and blesses all 
other honest, useful employments, and is in turn benefited by them. When 
it builds vessels or steamboats, these are not a substitute for human dwell
ings or stores or shops or temples on the land, but each has its own element 
and its adaptation, thus displaying the builder's art, and all contribution to 
the general good. 

So Freemasonry is not a substitution for religion nor education nor juris
prudence nor philosophy nor theology; but in its own work wisely avails it
self of whatever aid its members may receive from all these sources. 

Religion, then , has nothing to fear from the progress of our order, unless, 
forgetful of its own work, it ·wastes its energies in misrepresenting its char
acter and design, and endeavoring to destroy it or stay its progress. In that 
case, we might naturally expect, what experience has clearly taught, that 
such efforts to destroy our order recoil at length on the assailants, whether 
they be individuals, communities or countries. Such attempts have always 
proved, not failures merely, but calamities, the bitter fruits of which remain 
long after the actors in them are dead, or have seen the folly of their course 
and ceased from it. It is equally certain that masons err sadly, if they sub
stitute the forms and rituals and instructions of the order for vital religion. 
It is a strange anomaly for a mason to say, Masonry Is the only religion I 
want. He thus shows that be misapprehends three things-his own necessi
ties-the nature of Masonry-and the nature of religion. He thus dishonors 
all" three, and dishonors God, the Author of all. His necessities are greater 
than he supposes, and he bas not yet learned to use either Masonry or re
ligion so as to meet these necessities, and the danger is that be will lose or 
wreck himself, bringing reproach on religion, and dishonoring the Masonry 
he has thus made his idol. Let the mason who thus errs, know that he 
needs religion, pure and undefiled, to meet his own necessities, and equally 
so to enable him fully to understand and appreciate the beauty and the 
truth there is in Masonry, and to discharge worthily its duties and obliga
tions. 

4. With equal clearness it follows, that religion, in its purest form s, does 
not supersede or render useless the institution of Masonry. Men commit 
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great mistakes, when they gravely assume, that while our order may have 
been useful in the night of the dark ages and in the perils of a barbarous 
age, it is now obsolete, and to be abandoned as the relic of a barbarous age. 
As well might they assume that schools and all the appliances of education 
were well enough, in times of ignorance that God winked at, but in these 
days of light and progress and refinement, our boys have outgrown them. 

As well may they assume that the temples and altars of ancient worship, 
and the old family Bible were well enough in their day, when men, in child
ish ignorance, were groping in darkness and sunk in debauchery and " wor
shiped the hosts of lieaven," brute beasts, vile reptiles and graven images, 
but now that men are of full age it is time to put away childish things, and 
walk in the light of reason and by the law of love, as every man has a re
ligion of his own and needs no help from the old Bible or its, ordained ex
pounders, since he can get his own revelations at will or buy them of the 
spirit-rappers at a small fee, and as may suit his convenience. It is time to 
put away such errors and mistakes, which are often uttered by the lips of 
intelligent men. Masons, especially, should avoid them. It should be our 
care to correct all such errors by the logic of a pure life, the eloquence of a 
bright and noble example, the arguments of unfeigned faith, unfaltering 
zeal, unwavering hope and unselfish charity. Let us calmly and cheerfully 
bear whatever reproach it may cost us, to maintain the principles of our 
order in every appropriate way, till errors and doubts shall be dispelled and 
our principles shall be fully vindicated, by their own appropriate fruits, and. 
the tongue of calumny shall have been silenced forever. A great work is be
fore us, and we cannot descend to the waste of angry strife with those who· 
would hinder our endeavors, or insist that we shall do our work according 
to the designs on their trestle boards, on the penalty of their displeasure. 
We will sincerely regret that prejudices and misapprehension should ever 
lead good men to oppose us and seek to prevent our work by arraying their 
efforts against ours. Especially do we deplore that mistaken zeal that 
would here and there censure and discipline a Christian disciple who seeks 
to profit by the disrupture of our order. Religious persecution for kneeling 
at the altar of Masonry must lead us involuntarily to exclaim, with our 
atoning Priest, in the hour of his martyrdom, "Father, forgive them, they 
know not what they do." 

Let us thank God and take courage as a brighter day dawns on the altars 
we love. Let us cheer on our brothers in the east-in the west-in the 
north-and in the south. In our great centriJ.l valley, where the sound of 
the gavel follows the echo of the woodman's axe and the emigrant's song, 
on the far Pacific shore, in France, in the fast anchored British isle and her 
vigorous young colonies, now our neighbors, let us cheer them all with the 
soni of the free and the labors of the strong. Let us do with our might 
what remains for us, while the light and the day remain to us. The drapery 
of grief around us reminds us impressively that our day of toil' is wanint;:. 

20 
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Our fathers, where are they '-their venerable forms and hoary locks '-our 
brothers King, Gerrish, Boody' We meet them not in this dense crowd. 
The places which knew them, know them no more. The strong arms which · 
bore them away will soon bear us, or falter and implore our support. The 
feet which carried them are at the door and waiting for us-delaying for the 
next fatal arrow, till it is sped from the king of terrors into the ripening 
harvest of death-and we but wait our turn. Let us be found with our 
harness on and our work done, and we prepared to anticipate the verdict, 
"Well done, good and faithful servant." 

Respectfully submitted, 

CYRIL PEARL1 } 

ALLEN HAINES, Committee. 
F. · BRADFORD1 

The Committee on Returns reported as follows, viz: 

IN GRAND LoDGE, May 6, 1853. 
'The Committee on Returns of subordinate lodges, having attended to their 

·duty, report, that returns have been made from tifty-seven subordinate 
lodges, showing the number of initiations, during the past year, to have been 
four hundred and twenty-four, and the number of present members, two 
thousand and twenty-five. 

Your committee further report, that a want of compliance with the require
ments of the Grand Lodge is too frequently manifest in those returns-the 
Secretaries failing to return the date of each initiation, crafting and raising, 
and would recommend that the attention of the officers of each lodge should 
be especially called to this subject, that the omission may be guarded against 
in future returns. 

Respectfully submitted, 

:E . . B. FRENCH1 l 
S. B. THOMAS1 Committee. 
0. R. BACHELLER, 

The foregoing report :was read and accepted. 

A petition for remission of dues was received from Mariners' 
Lodge, and referred to a select committee, consisting of Bros. 
Mudgett, Silla and Weston. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the sum of twenty-five dollars be appropriated and paid to 
Rev. Bro. Cyril Pearl, Chairman of the Committee on Foreign Correspond

·ence, for his extra services in preparing the report of that committee. 

On motion, 

:voted, Upon ·the·constniction of the standing regulation of May 6, 1847, 



1853.] Grand Lodge of Maine. 307 

that no representative of a subordinate lodge is entitled to pay as such, 

except for actual travel. 

On motion, 
Voted, That, hereafter, each subordinate lodge be furnished with four 

· copies of the printed proceedings, viz : one copy for the special use of tbe 
lodge, and one copy for each of the first three officers. 

The followi~g report was then submitted, viz : 
MuoNs' HALL, PoRTLAND, May 6, 1853. 

Tne special committe to whom was referred the petition of Mariners' 
Lodge for remission of dues, having attended to their duty, ask leave tore
port: In consideration of great expense of the brethren of said lodge in fit
ting up a hall, &c., your committee would recommend that fourteen dollars 
of the dues of said lodge be remitted. 

Which is respectfully submitted, 

R. F. MUDGETT, } 
EUSEBIUS WESTON, Committee. 
WILLIAM SILLA, 

. Read and accepted, and the remission ordered. 

The Grand Lodge then called off until 2~ o'clock P. M. 

MAY 6, 1853. 

The Grand Lodge was called to order. at 2~ o'clock P. M. 

The Committee on the Pay Roll m~de their report, which was 
read and accepted, and the Grand Treasurer requested to pay 
·the representatives of lodges in accordance therewith. 

PHYSICAL DEFORMITY. 

The committe~ appointed at the last annual communication 
upon the subject of physical deformity of candidates for Masonry, 
made the following report, which was read and adopted, viz : 

The committee to whom was referred the subject of the physical qualifica
tions necessary to receive the rights and privileges of our order, ask leave to 

report: 
They have found upon their hands some sixteen communications from as 
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many subordinates of this Grand Lodge, discussing, with various ability, the 
question before us. Some of these reports exhibit a great deal of research 
into the ancient Constitutions and regulations of Masonry, and in all we per
ceive a just regard to the principles and interests of the order. 

There is a degree of conflict and diversity of opinion in the different 
lodges, that have spoken on this question, but nothing like severity or cap
tious fault-finding, either with the article in our Constitution, which has 
given rise to this discussion, or the practice which has prevailed in our 
lodges, as the practical comment on the article in question . . Your committee 
believe that the differences expressed are rather seeming than real, and arise 
from diversities of interpretation of the article before us. They are con
firmed in this view by the various comments of our brethren and com
panions throughout the country. 

It is worthy of notice that the subject embraced in this apparently harm
less article of our Constitution, has attracted unwonted attention throughout 
our entire fraternity in this country. It may also be remarked, that many 
.of the ablest writers of the masonic family have presented able reports on 
this question, and that these eminent writers differ very much, as do the 
different lodges in this jurisdiction. The result of all these discussions and 
examinations bas been, in the minds of your committee, a conviction that a 
just and fair masonic interpretation of the said article conveys a just view 
of the question, while a slight perversion or misapprehension of its import is 
capable of serious mischief. Let us then recur to the article referred to. It 
is the fourth section of article third, under the head of subordinate lodges, 
and reads thus: 

"By the ancient regulations, the physical deformity of an individual op
erates as a bar to his admission into the fraternity. But as this regulation 
was adopted for the government of the craft, at a period when they united 
the character of operative with that of speculative masons, this Grand Lodge 
authorizes such a construction of the regulation, as that, when the deformity 
of the candidate is not such as to prevent him from being instructed in the 
arts and mysteries of Freemasonry, and does not amonot to an inability 
honestly to acquire the means ~f ~ubsistence, the admission will not be an 
infringement upon the ancient landmarks, but will be perfectly consistent 
:with the spirit of our institution." 

Now your committee believe that the whole difficulty in the minds of 
those who have censured the article here quoted, has arisen from misappre
hending the true meaning of a single sentence-" when the deformity is not 
such as to prevent him from being instructed in the arts and mysteries of 
Freemasonry." 

Your committee do not see how any mason can otherwise understand· this 
language than that the candidate must have no such deformity as shall in
terfere with his giving and receiving all masonic signs and salutations in 
due form. If this is not its meaning, its phraseology should be changed. If 
its meaning has been so extensively misapprehended that practical evils 
grow out of it, your c.ommittee are not informed of the fact and they appre-
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bend no serious evils as growing out of it. They believe that the discus
sions over the country, as well as in this state, have fairly disposed of the 
subject for all practical purposes, and that no change is necessary in the 
article of the constitution, and no further action is now necessary by this 
body except the publication of this report in the general minutes. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CYRIL PEARL, ~ 
LEWIS BARKER, Committee. 
JOSEPH C. STEVENS, 

The committee appointed to consider the subject of re-organ
izing the Masonic Districts in the state, and to report to the 
Grand Master their views in relation thereto, having performed 
the duty assigned them, the M. W. Grand Master proceeded to 
the re-organization of said masonic districts throughout the 
state, and thereupon announced the same to the Grand Lodge, 

as follows, viz : 

9 Saco, Saco. 
23 York, Kennebunk. 
27 Adoniram, Limington. 
42 Freedom, Limerick . 

11 Pythagorean, Fr1}eburg. 
13 Oriental, Bridgton. 
18 Oxford, Paris. 
21 Oriental Star, Li'Vermore. 

1 Portland, Portland. 
8 United, Brunswick. 

DISTRICT NO. 1. 

47 Buxton, Buxton. 
51 St. John's, South Berwick. 
55 Fraternal, Alfred. 

DISTRICT NO. 2. 

29 Tranquil, Dan'Ville. 
39 Blazing Star, Rumford. 
56 Mount Moriah, Denmark. 
73 Tyrian, Minot. 

DISTRICT NO. 3. 

23 Freeport, Freeport. 
36 Casco, Yarmouth. 

12 Cumberland, New Gloucester. 
17 Ancient Land-Mark, Portland. 

38 Harmony, Oorham. 

3 Lincoln, Wiscasset. 
14 Solar, Bath. 
15 Orient, Thomaston. 
16 St. George, Warren. 

5 Kennebec, Hallowell. 
20 Maine, Farmington. 

DISTRICT NO. 4. 

43 Alna, Damariscotta. 
61 King Solomon's, Waldoborough. 
63 Richmond, Richmond. 

DISTRICT NO. 5. 

35 Bethlehem, Augusta. 
41 Morning Star, Litchfield. 



310 Proceedings of the [May, 

25 Temple, Winthrop. 45 Central, China. 
48 Lafayette, Readfield. 28 Northern Star, North Anson. 

32 Hermon, Gardiner. 
33 Waterville, Waterville. 
34 Somerset, Skowhegan. 

54 Vassalborough, Vassalborough. 
67 Blue Mountain, Phillips. 

6 Amity, Camden. 
24 Phoonix, Belfast. 
31 Union, Union. 
50 Aurora, Rockland. 
58 Unity, Freedom. 

10 Rising Virtue, Bangor. 
39 Penobscot, Dexter. 

DISTRICT NO. 6. 

59 Mount Hope, Hope. 
62 King David's, Lincolnville. 
68 Marin.ers', Searsport. 
69 Howard, Frankfort. 

DISTRICT NO. 7. 

60 Star in the East, Old Town. 
64 Pacific, Stetson. 

49 Meridian Splendor, Newport. 65 Mystic, Hampden. 
52 Mosaic, Dover. 

19 Felicity, Bucksport. 
40 Lygonia, Ellsworth. 

2 Warren, East Machias. 
7 Eastern, Eastport. 

66 Mechanics', Orono. 

DISTRICT NO. 8. 

71 Rising Sun, Orland. 

DISTRICT NO. 9. 

37 Washington, Lubee. 
46 St. Croix, Calais. 

The M. W. Grand Master then announced the following ap
pointments of District Deputy Grand Masters for the ensuing . 
year, viz; 

First District.-R. W. JosiAH HERRICJt, of Alfred. 
Second District.-R. W. JosEPH CovELL, of Jay. 
Third District.-R. W. JoHN D. LINCOLN, of Brunswick. 
Fourth l)istrict.-.R. W. EzRA B. FRENCH, of Damariscotta. 
Fifth District.-R. W. STEPHEN WEBBER, of Gardiner. 
Sixth District.-R. w. -BENJAMIN KELLEY, of Belfast. 
Seventh District.-R. W. BENJAMIN F. MuDGETT, of Bangor. 
Eighth District.-R. W. SAMUEL CARTER, of Bucksport. 
Ninth District.-R. W. JoHN C. TALBOT, of East Machias. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the several D. D. G. Masters be authorized to solicit contri
butions of money from the members of the fraternity in their several dis
tricts, which shall be appropriated by the Grand Lodge to furnishing a block 
of granite or marble for the National Washington Monument. 
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The select committee to whom was referred the petition of 
Stephen C. Watson and others, for charter for Steep Falls Lodge, 
and for other purposes, submitted the following report: 

The undersigned, a committee to whom was' referred the petition of 
Stephen C. Watson and twenty others, members of Steep Falls Lodge, have 
had the same under consideration and report: That your committee have 
examined the records and by.laws of said lodge, and do not discover any· 
thing particularly objectionable, and, so far as they are concerned, we see 
no reason why a charter should not be granted. 

Your committee have also made particular inquiry in regard to the report 
of the committee made to the Grand Lodge on the same subject, last year, 
and find that said report did not specify the amount to be paid by Adoniram 
Lodge, nor the conditions on which it should be paid, but that a verbal re
port was made by the said committee, touching this subject; and your com
mittee are satisfied, from the evidence before us, that Adoniram Lodge 
ought to pay for the warrant of dispensation, and for the charter to Steep 
Falls Lodge (if granted), and the further sum of forty dollars to said Steep 
Falls Lodge, whenever a charter is granted and accepted by them. Said 
charter to be for a lodge in the town of Standish, but said lodge to be per: 
mitted to hold their meetings in the town of Limington, until such time as 
they may be able to procure a suitable place of meeting in the town of 
Standish; and that Adoniram Lodge and Steep Falls Lodge each have con
current jurisdiction in said town of Limington. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

JOHN MILLER, } 
SAMUEL CARTER, Committee. 
JABEZ TRUE, 

The foregoing 'report was read and discussed, when on motion, 

Voted, That so much thereof as provides for giving to Steep Falls Lodge 
concurrent jurisdiction in the town of Limington, be stricken out. 

And the report was then adopted as amended; and thereupon 
ordered that a charter be issued to Steep Falls Lodge in accord
ance with said report. 

The following resolution was then submitted by Bro. Pearl 
and adopted unanimously, viz : 

Resolved, That the delegate from the Grand Chapter of Maine, who may 
be authorized to represent that body In the next triennial session of the 
General Grand Chapter of the United States, to be holden at Lexington, 
Ky., in September of the present year, be authorized as the representative 
of this Grand Lodge and invested with full power to unite with the repre· 
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sentatives of the several Grand Lodges of our Union in the organization of 
a General Grand Lodge of the United States, with appropriate powers and 
limitations, provided a majority of the Grand Lodges shall then and there 
be represented for this purpose; and report the result of his mission to this 
Grand Lodge as early as practicable after his return .. 

On motion, 

Voted, That Bros. Charles B. Smith, Jonathan Smith and Abner B. 
Thompson be a 'committee to audit and settle the account of the late Grand 
Treasurer ; and to transfer the accounts, certificates of stock, funds and 
·properties of the Grand Lodge to the Grand Treasurer. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the Grand Secretary be authorized to procure such number 
of blank diplomas and other blanks as he may deem necessary during the 
ensuing year. 

York Lodge, at Kennebunk, by their W. Master, then tendered 
to the Grand Lodge an invitation to participate with them in 
the festival of St. John the Baptist, at that place, on the 24th 
of June next. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the invitation be accepted. 

The Grand Lodge, having disposed of all the business before 
them, was then closed in ample form. 

Attest, CHARLES B. SMITH, Grand Secretary. 

REPORTS OF DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS. 

REPORT OF D. D. G. MASTER OF FIRST DISTRICT. 

To theM. W. Grand Lodge of Maine: 
The District Deputy Grand Master of the first masonic district respect

fully asks leave to present his annual report : 
There are in this district seven lodges, all of which have made their an

nual· returns. 
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1. Cumberland Lodge, No. 12, at New Gloucester, consists of thirty mem
bers, and has initiated during the past year sixteen candidates, and one 
has been rejected. 

2. F reeport Lodge, No. 23, at Freeport, consists of thirty-one members, 
and has initiated two candidates the past year, and crafted and raised one 
who had been previously initiated. 

3. Casco Lodge, No. 36, at Yarmouth, has thirteen members, and returns 
none initiated the past year. 

4. Portland Lodge, No. 1, consists of one hundred and one members. 
The return of this lodge exhibits five candidates initiated, crafted and 
raised, and one raised who bad been previously initiated and crafted, sixteen 
suspended for non-payment of dues, withdrawal, &c., and two deceased. 

5. Harmony Lodge, No. 3!:!, at Gorham, returns sixty-five members and 
fourteen candidates initiated, crafted and raised during the past year. 

6. United Lodge, No. 8, at Brunswick, consists of thirty-seven members. 
They have initiated, crafted and raised nineteen candidates the past year. 

7. Ancient Land-Mark Lodge, No. 17, at Portland, returns one hundred 
and twenty-two members, twenty initiated and two deceased during the 
past year, and that six members have been suspended for non-payment of 
dues. 

By the returns of all the lodges in this district, I find three hundred and 
ninety-nine members, and that seventy-six have been initiated and four de
ceased the past year. 

Respectfully submitted, 

SAMUEL S. WING, D. D. G. M. First Dist1·ict. 
Portland, May 6, 1853. 

REPORT OF D. D. G. MASTER OF SECOND DISTRICT. 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine: 
The undersigned, District Deputy Grand Master of the second masonic 

district of Maine, asks leave to submit the following report of said district : 
I have distributed to the several lodges in the district the pamphlet con

taining the doings of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge, at its annual com
munication in May, 1852. Also, duplicate blanks for returns, and ohter 
blanks to which the several lodges were entitled, as I have received theljl 
from the Grand Secretary. 

I have made official visits to Oriental Star Lodge at Livermore, Blazing 
Star Lodge at Rumford, and Tranquil Lodge at Danville. 

I was prevented, by reason ot ill-health,_ from visiting Oriental Lodge at 



314 Proceedings of the [May, 

Bridgton, or Mt. Moriah Lodge at Denmark; therefore, I appointed W. Bro. 
Joseph Coven; as my proxy, to perform that service for me, which service 
he has performed in a very prompt and faithful manner. 

On visiting Blazing Star Lodge, at Rumford, I found many of the mem
bers cold and inattentive to their masonic duties; their records in a de
ranged and very imperfect condition; so much so that they were unable to 
make a correct annual report, they having made no annual report to the 
Grand Lodge for the last three years; but they have now made a report of 
two years out of the three, viz : for 1852 and 1853 and have paid the dues 
to the Grand Lodge, amounting to $10.37, and have promised to correct 
their doings a.nd be more prompt in future. 

Oriental Star Lodge, at Livermore, I visit monthly, being a member 
thereof. This lodge is well instructed in the work and lectures, their records 
are correctly and well kept and harmony prevails. Their returns have been 
made in good order and their dues paid to the Grand Lodge, amounting to $4. 

Tranquil Lodge, at Danville, is in a very flourishing condition, is well in
structed in the work and lectures, under prompt and efficient officers, have 
made their returns to the Grand Lodge in a very neat and correct manner, 
and paid their dues to the Grand Lodge, amounting to the sum of $31. I 
visited this lodge on my way to this city, was much pleased with their con
dition, passed a lecture and addressed them briefly. 

King Hiram Lodge, at Dixfield, have nevE!l' resuscitated, I believe, since 
1828, and have surrendered their charter and need no longer encumber the 
records of the Grand Lodge. 

Pythagorean Lodge, at Fryeburg, have never come to life since 1828, and 
I cannot learn that there are any members remaining. This lodge will 
probably remain dormant, at least for the present. 

The Oxford Lodge, at Paris, has been entirely dormant for the last twenty
five years; but I have learned very recently that they are about coming to 
life again, and will probably commence work during this month. 

The whole amount of dues to the. Grand Lodge, from the several lodges 
now at work in the second masonic district, is fifty-eight dollars and thirty
seven cents, all of which I have paid over to the Grand Treasurer, for which 
he bas signed duplicates. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

CORNELIDS HOLLAND, D. D. G. M. Second District. 

REPORT OF D. D. G. MASTER OF THIRD DISTRICT. 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine: 
The undersigned, District Deputy Grand Master of the third masonic dis-

, 
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trict, having attended to the duties of that office, the past year, submits the 
following as his report: 

There are eleven working lodges in this district, ten of which have made 
returns up to April 1, 1863. They return three hundred and eighty-three 
members, and fees, $47.87; sixty-three initiations; amount of fees, $126; 
making in the whole, $173.87 ; all of which I have paid to the Grand Treasurer. 

Vassalborougb Lodge bas made no returns, having just resumed work 
under very favorable circumstances, after having laid dormant some twenty 
years. 

I have Tisited most of these lodges twice, during the year, and some more 
than that ; I find them exceedingly well united am.ong themselves, as mem
bers of their several lodges ; perfect harmony also exists among tbe sister 
lodges. There are no complaints made, anci no grievances to redress in the 
district. There is as much uniformity of work and lectures as could be ex
pected, being little or no difference, although some of the lodges need in
formation in the lectures, not being so well posted in them as in the work. 

No lodge in this district, that I can learn, has any fund set apart for 
chari ty, because all the funds they have are considered as a charity fund, 
and are freely used for that purpose, and that alone, except their necessary 
expenses. A large majority think the masonic funds should never be used 
for any other purposes whatever. 

Some few of the lodges own halls, but most of them rent halls for their 
meetings. 

I am pleased to report that the future prospects of the fraternity in this 
district, are very good. 

STEPHEN WEBBER, D. D. G. M. Third District. 

REPORT OF D. D. G. MASTER OF FOURTH DISTRICT. 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine: 
The undersigned begs leave to report that there are ten lodges in opera

tion in the fourth district, being an increase of four since 1849. 
Solar Lodge, Bath. This lodge has improved in activity since the last 

communication of the Grand Lodge. Fees, $17.26. 
Richmond Lodge, Richmond. This lodge is rapidly becoming one of the 

best in the state. Fees, $26.62. 
Lincoln Lodge, Wiscasset. This lodge is in a very good condition. Fees, 

$17.26. 
Alna Lodge, Damariscotta. This is one of the best working lodges I have 

ever visited .. Fees, $21.26. 
Kin~ Solomon's Lodge, Waldo borough. This lodge is improving very fast . 

My last visit to them was highly satisfactory to myself. Fees, $4.26. 
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St. George Lodge, Warren. This is a very bright and well-informed 
lodge, well versed in the theory of Masonry. Fees, $7.50. 

Orient Lodge, Thomaston. This lodge is not very active. A lodge of Odd 
Fellows in the same village, appears to absorb all the interest of the young 
men in such matters. Fees, $7.87. 

Aurora Lodge, Rockland. This lodge bas done a fair amount of work the 
past year. Fees, 17.87. 

Union Lodge, Union. This lodge has made '!I. great improvement during 
th~ past year. Fees,l$8.62. 

Bristol Lodge, Bristol. This is a new lodge (dispensation granted in 
March last,) the establishing of which, I am satisfied, was a wise and judi
cious measure. As their labors commenced when the masonic year was 
about closing, I have required from them neither returns or dues. 

Since the last communication of the Grand Lodge, I have visited Solar, 
Alna, King Solomon's, St. George, Orient and Aurora Lodges, twice each. 
I have also made five visits to Richmond Lodge, three to Union Lodge and 
one to Bristol Lodge. 

I have installed the officers of Lincoln, Alna and Amity Lodges, in public, 
and the officers of Richmond Lodge in private. 

I have conferred the degree of Past Master upon the Masters elect of 
Richmond and Lincoln Lodges, and instructed them in the lecture of the 
same. 

I have likewise conferred degrees in Union, Alna, Richmond, Bristol, 
Lincoln and King Solomon's Lodges, and have administered reproof, admo
nition and advice, whenever and wherever I have found it necessary. 

'l'hese duties, in addition to the labor of installing the officers of King Sol
omon's Chapter, at Rockland, attending a masonic funeral at Richmond, and 
conferring the chapter degrees upon a large number of candidates at home, 
have absorbed all my time for the last twelve months. 

Respectfully submitted, 

THOMAS B. JOHNSTON, D. D. G. M. Fourth District. 

REPORT OF D. D. G. MASTER OF FIFTH DISTRICT. 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine: 
The District Deputy Grand Master of the fifth masonic district herewith 

presents his annual report: 
During the past year, the several lodges in this district have been regularly 

visited, some in person, and some-by reason of personal engagements-by 
proxy. And I am happy to say, they were all found in a flourishing condi
tion-striving with each other to carry forward the great principles of oar 
order. 
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Lygonia Lodge, located at Ellsworth, I have the satisfaction to say, bas in 
a great degree recovered from her past reverses, as indicated by the number 
of ber initiates, as well as certain other evidences of prosperity which have 
come under my personal observation. 

The brethren at Orland, working under a dispensation, are making com
mendable proficiency, and will ask for a charter, which it is hoped will be 
granted. 

In the month of March, 1852, I received from the Grand Treasurer, twenty
two dollars, to be appropriated to the calls of charity. Of this sum, the 
amount of seventeen dollars still remains in my bands. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JOHN L. MOOR, D. D. G. M. Fifth District. 

Ellsworth, May 2, 1853. 

REPORT OF D. D. G. MASTER OF STXTH DISTRICT. 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine : 
The undersigned, District Deputy Grand Master of the sixth masonic dis

trict, having attended to the duties of that office the past year, would respect
fully report : 

That there are in said district four lodges in working order, all of which 
baTe received more or Jess of my official attention, during the time aforesaid, 
and are found to be in a good, healthy condition, hal'monious and well 
united-regarding the ancient landmarks and attentive to the rules and reg
ulations of the Grand Lodge, and also to the principles and practice of the 
fraternity, as generally understood. 

Their annual returns, with their dues, have been returned, to wit : 

Warren Lodge, No. 2, two initiations and members' fees, $ 4.25 
Eastern Lodge, No. 7, " " " " " 23.127!! 
Washington Lodge, No. 37, no return. 
St. Croix Lodge, No. 46, two initiations and members' fees, 27.25 

Total, $54.627!! 

Amounting, in th!l whole, to the sum of fifty-four dollars, sixty-two and a 
half cents, all of which bas been forwarded to the Grand Treasurer by mail. 

All communications made to me, intended for the several lodges, have 
been made known to them, and documents and blanks from time to time 
received from the Grand Secretary have been dist11ibuted, and they will all 
require a new supply the coming year. 

The several lodges in the district hold regular monthly meetings; some 
of them suspend them during the summer season, and most of them hold 
weekly meetings during the winter season if they have work to do. 
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It affords me pleasure to be able to say that the lodges in this district 
stand well; their members are industrious, temperate, moral, respectable 
citizens and good and true masons,-well disposed towards the institutions 
of the country, with a high regard for the ancient institutions of our order. 
There have been a number of additions to the lodges during the past year 
of such as, we have good reason to believe, will honor the profession by liv
ing within compass and acting on the square. 

But while we speak of our prosperity, we are constrained to say that the 
messenger of death bas been suffered to visit us, and the scythe of time bas 
cut down one and another on the right hand and on the left, and the coun
tenances of several of our bretbren have been changed and taken away, to 
meet with us no more until we meet in the Grand Lodge above. 

St. Croix Lod~:e have been called to mourn the loss of their W. Master 
Alexander Todd, and their venerable Chaplain, the Rev. Josiah Eaton; 
Eastern Lodge, the loss of Dr. Rice, a valuable member of the fraternity, 
taken suddenly away from his labors in the prime of his life and in the 
IJ,lidst of his usefulness; Washington Lodge, the loss of an honorable mem
ber, Dr. H. G. Balch, called to a higher lodge, as we hope. Warren Lodge 
bas been called to weep over the open grave of a departed member, Warren 
F. Hovey, called away in the prime of his life, in the midst of his usefulness, 
and when he was much needed by his family and friends. 

These have been all called from our midst within a short time, never more 
to return ; and we are hourly admonished of the shortness of time, the un
certainty of life and the importance of constantly living with reference to 
our latter end, for we know not bow soon we may be called to follow our 
departed friends to that bourn from which no traveler ever returnetb. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 
.J. C. TALBOT, D. D. G. M. Sixth District. 

May 5th, 1853. 

REPORT OF D. D. G. MASTER OF SEVENTH DISTRICT. 

To theM. W. Grand Lodge of Maine: 
During the past masonic year I have visited all the lodges in the seventh 

district, except Mosaic Lodge, at_ Dover, examined tbeir records, found them 
well kept and the lodges all in good working order. I went to Dover for the 
purpose of visiting Mosaic Lodge, but in consequence of a misapprehension 
as to the day of their meeting, I did not find them assembled. Their re
turns were well made and seasonably forwarded and the dues promptly 
paid ; and I have no doubt, from the known masonic ability of its officers 
and members and from what information I have on inquiry obtained, that 
all its affairs are properly conducted. 
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The dues to the Grand Lodge, which have been all promptly paid, are as 
follows, viz: Rising Virtue, No. 10, $31.75; Penobscot, $21.50; Mosaic 
$19.00; Meridian Splendor, $14.00 ; Star in the East, $22.62; Mechanics< 
$28.25; Pacific, $20.38; amounting in all to $157.50. 

Whole number of initiates in the seventh district, 61; whole number of 
affiliated masons, 283; non-affiliated, 119. 

LEWIS BARKER, D. D. G. M. Seventh District. 

REPORT OF D. D. G. MASTER OF EIGHTH DISTRICT. 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine: 
The undersigned, District Deputy Grand Master of the eighth masonic . 

district, would respectfully beg leave to report: 
That there are in said district, four lodges in operation, viz: Saco Lodge, 

No.9, at Saco; York Lodge, No. 22, at Kennebunk; Adoniram Lodge, ~o. 
27, at Limington; and Freedom Lodge, No. 42, at Limerick. The first three 
are flourishing well, and are steadily at work; and although Freedom Lodge 
have not had many applications for initiation during the past year, they have 
lived, and I believe improved themselves in Masonry. I would here state, 
that since the charter of Adoniram Lodge was returned, they have made 
great improvements in their work, and the furniture of their lodge room
have quite an addition to their list of members, and now deserve to be ranked 
with our best lodges. 

Saco Lodge have a new lodge room, finely furnished-have taken a new 
start, and are doing a good work. 

I am sorry to be obliged to report that Fraternal Lodge has not been able 
as yet to go into operation at Alfred, for the want of a suitable room. The 
members in the vicinity of Alfred are few in number, and they have not 
felt able to build. They have now, however, a prospect of having a fine 
room in a building that is now being erected, and also a prospect of having 
a plenty of work, as soon as they are prepared to do it. 

I have visited all the lodges in my district during the past year, and have 
been highly gratified in finding them all doing well. 

In Saco Lodge there have been 
In York Lodge " 
In Adoniram Lodge there have been 
In Freedom Lodge 

15 initiations. 
8 

12 
1 " 

Making in the whole, ·36 
The amount received for the Grand Lod&(e, is eighty-three dollars and 

eighty-six cents. 
All of which is respectfully submitted, 

J. HERRICK, D. D. G. M. Eighth DiBtrict. 
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REPORT OF D. D. G. MASTER OF NINTH DISTRICT. 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine : 

The undersigned would respectfully beg leave to report : 
That there are seven working lodges in the ninth masonic district, (two of 

which are acting under dispensation) and which I will briefly notice in their 
order. 

Amity Lodge, at Camden, is the oldest in the District, and consists of fifty 
members, well united, and have returned, the last masonic year, twelve in
itiations. There is not that fluctuation with them that there is in some lodges ; 
they have a convenient supply of labor, and it is very convenient for them to 
perform it. 

Phmnix Lodge, at Belfast, returns forty-two members and eight initiations, 
for the past year, and I am proud to say, being a member, that it has been, 
for several years, one of the most active lodges, perhaps, in the state. And, 
although the additions are few this year, comparatively with previous years, 
yet I indulge the pleasing hope that, under the influence of the present zeal
ous and efficient officers, it will retain a rank among the most prosperous and 
harmonious of her sister lodges. 

Unity Lodge, at Freedom, is in a healthy state, as might be expected, from 
the well directed efforts of our worthy brother, Samuel B. Dodge, their 
present Master. Although it is to be regretted that there has been some un
masonic feeling existing between some of the brethren in by-gone years, 
vet it now affords me great pleasure to believe that harmony and brotherly 
love prevails, and no objections can be made to their mode of work. 

Mount Hope Lodge, in Hope. This is the only lodge in the district, but 
what I have. bad the pleasure of visiting the present year. Having conferred 
with Bro. Henry Hobbs, formerly Master of said lodge, I requested him to 
send me a statement of their condition. Since this request was made, I have 
learned that he has been elected their present Master. After stating their 
present condition, be said : "Our future prospects are as flattering as they 
were three years ago. We do not expect to do the amount of work they do 
in the cities or large towns-but our expenses ate small, our numbers are 
small, and harmony strengthens and supports us at present." They return 
fourteen members and three initiations the present year. 

King David's Lodge, of Lincolnville. This lodge I visited once in Febru- · 
ary and installed the officers; and although the returns show a less amount 
of work than in former years, yet it affords me much pleasure that harmony 
and brotherly love prevail among its members and that they are competent 
to prove themselves workmen that need not be ashamed. 

Mariners' Lodge, at Searsport. This lodge has been acting under a dis
pensation granted by the Most Worshipful Grand Master, on the 23d day of 
October, 1851, and was extended by the Grand Lodge at its last session to 
the present time. This young lodge has been very prosperous since its or-
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ganization, having made some twenty-nine valuable accessions to its num
bers; still it has been unfortunate in another respect and has labored under 
embarrassing circumstances since its first operations. In less than two 
zvonths from its commencement our worthy and Rev. Brother M. R. Hop
kins, the present Master, was prostrated by sickness, since which time he 
has not been able to be present with his lodge but two or three times. 
The original petitioners and their recruits, many of them mariners, have 
not been able to attend often, and seldom has any of the members acted as 
officers except p1·o tempo1·e. Certainly it has needed the fostering care of 
the District Deputy Grand Master, and has actually received much assist
ance from the brethren of Phrenix Lodge, who have ever evinced a deep 
interest for the welfare and reputation of the more feeble lodges, and ever 
ready to aid, counsel and direct them when necessity requires it. They 
have furnished themselves with a .safe and commodious hall, and I have no 
doubt they will, when fully organized, do honor to themselves and credit to 
the fraternity generally. 

Howard Lodge, at Frankfort. This new lodge is also acting under a dis
pensation issued by the Most Worshipful Grand Master, on the 28th day of 
November, 1851, and was extended by the Grand Lodge in session in May 
last to the present time, when they now pray for a charter, which, no doubt, 
will be for the benefit of the order to grant. This lodge is situated at the 
bead of winter navigation, in the flourishing town of Frankfort on the Pe· 
nobscot river, and have returned seventeen initiations during the past year, 
and I am happy to say that every appearance indicates a continuance of 
harmony and success, and have no doubt, if chartered, will gain and sustain 
a. very respectable rank among her sister lodges. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

BENJ. KELLY, D. D. G. M. Ninth District. 

21 

I. 
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• 

ABSTRACT OF RETURNS OF LODGES, 

UP TO APRIL 1, 1853. 

Portland, 1, Portland. William Kimball, ~r; John Russell, Jr., sw; Joseph 
Fowler, JW; Samuel Chase, Jr., TR; Moses Dodge, s; James R. Milliken, 
sn; Jacob Chaplain, JD; Lemuel Bryant, ss; Joseph Merrill, JS; Isaac 
Davis r. Members, 101; initiates, 5; suspended for non-payment of 
dues, 16; deceased, 2. District 1 

Warren, 2, East Machias. John F. Harris, M; William F. Tobey, sw; Charles 
H. Talbot, JW; Charles H. Sevey, Tit; F . Loring Talbot, s; Frederick 
A. Wilson, sn; Elijah Hall, JD; Nathan W. Foster, ss; Stephen T. Har· 
ris, Js; Charles Townsend, r. Members, 18; initiates, 1. 6 

Lincoln, 3, Wiscasset. Erastus Foote, Jr., M; Daniel K. Kennedy, sw; 
James Smith, Jw; William Lowell, rn; Samuel P. Baker, s; Erastus 
Cunningham, sn; Ezra B. Carr, JD; Sullivan Wright, ss; Beujamin F. 
Porter, JS; Job L. White, r. Members, 42; initiates, 6. 4 

Kennebec, 5, Hallowell. Greenleaf Hobinson, ~r; Daniel Hussell, sw ; 
Augustine Lord, JW; Jeremiah M. Getchell, rn; Thomas Hovey, s; 
Leverett Lord, sn; Alonzo 'fenney, JD; Edmund J . Smith, ss; Charles 
G. Bachelder, JS; William Nye, r. Members, 36; initiates, 6, 3 

Amity, 6, Camden. J. K. Glover, M; Samuel Chase, sw; E. G. Knight, 
JW; Benjamin Crabtree, rn; J. P. Hall, s; George W. Glover, sn; 
Oliver Andrews, JD; Paul Stevens, ss; D. P. BoynLon, JS; Isaiah Bar-
bour, r. Members, 40; initiates, 12. 9 

Eastern, 7, Eastport. John L. Bowman, ~r; Joseph Gunnison, sw; Andrew 
H. Bradford, JW; Thomas Parker, rn; Stephen G. Erralt, s; Charles 
Jackson, sn; Samuel Kyle, JD; Charles James, ss; Frederick Bell, JS; 
Joseph H. Claridge, r. Members, 41; initiates, 9; deceased, 1. 9 

United, 8, Brunswick. John D. Lincoln, M; Ward Coburn, sw; John Craw
ford, JW; Hichard Greenleaf, rn; John Greenleaf, s; John R Haley, 
an; Ebenezer Swett, JD; A. W. Purinton, ss; Andrew T. Campbell, 
JS; Moses M. Marsh, r. Members, 37; initiates, 21. 1 

Saco, 9, Saco. Frederick D. Edgerly, M; Thurston Libby, sw; Elijah 
Smith, JW; Jacob Marston, TR; John Elden, s; T . J. Murray, sn; 
Daniel B. Emerson, JD; Warren Ware, ss; Nathaniel M. Towle, JS; 
Perez Hill, r. Members, 33; initiates, 15; deceased, 3. !S 

Rising Virtue, 10, Bangor. Jabez True, M; Ebenezer G. Hawson, sw; Wi 1-
liam T. Hilliard, JW; Joseph C. Stevens, rn; George W. Snow, s; Gus
tavus F. Sargent, an; Jeremiah Fenno, JD; Augustus Silber, as; Owen 
Moran, JS; Simeon Everton, r. Members, 46; initiates, 15; rejected, 2; 
ejected from membership, 1. 7 

Cumberland, 12, New Gloucester. Charles Megquier, M; John llatcb, sw; 
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Alpheus Rollins, JW; William Hatch, TR; H. B. Farwell, s; Moses 
Plummer, so; Isaac H. Fuller, JD; William Barnes, ss; George W. 
Plummer, JS; Isaac H. Keith, T. Members, 30; initiates, 15. 1 

Oriental , 13, Bridgton. James Flint, M; Edward L. 0. Adams, sw; Asa 
Warren, JW; H. M. Byron, TR; Ebenezer Kilborn, s; Charles Andrews, 
CHA P; George Small, so ; Anson HarriR, JD; Jacob Emerson, ss; Abner 
Smith, JS; William T. Kilborn, T. Members, 23; initiates, 3; deceased, 
1. 2 

Solar, 14, Bath. John A. Fuller, M; John S. Elliot, 8W; John H. Kimball• 
JW; Davis Hatch, TR; D. R. Wylie, s; George Ross, so; J. P. Allen, 
JD; B. F. Currier, ss; 0. F . Battey, JS; John Young, T. Members, 42; 
initiates, 6. 4 

Orient, 15, Thomaston. George Crawford, M ; 0. J . Fernald, 8W; C. H. 
Smith, Jw; Robert Walsh, TR; W. H. Blood, s; J. D. Barnard, so; 
E . B. Hinkl ey, JD; -----, ss; -- ---,Js; DavidJ. Starrett, T . 
Members, 31; initiates, 2. 4 

St. George, 16, Warren. John Miller, M; S. B. Dockham, sw; James Teague, 
JW; Amos H. Hodgman, TR; William H. Wetherbee, s; James Andrews, 
so; Alden M. Wetherbee, JD; Edward Weston,¥; John Andrews, JS; 
Lewis S. Kirk, T. Members, 28; initiates, 3; deceased, 1. 4 

Ancient Land-Mark, 17, Portland. William Allen, M; Joseph Smith, sw; 
Stevens Smith, JW; Charles Fobes, TR; Willoiam A . Quincy, s; Calvin 
Gay, so; Warren Phillips, Jn; William Andrews, ss; Oliver H. Perry, 
JS; John Dain, T. Members, 122; initiates, 20; suspended for non-pay-
ment of dues, 6; deceased, 2. 1 

Felicity, 19, Bucksport. David C. Homer,~~; Samuel Dorr, sw; James W. 
Patterson, Jw; Sewall Lake, TR; James B. Parker, s; John H. Sherman, 
so.; James Goodale, JD; -- ---, ss; -----, JS; -- ---, 
T. Members, 17; 'initiates, 6. 5 

Maine, 20, Farm ington. John H. Willard, ~~; Alanson B. Caswell, sw; 
James C. Harper, JW; Isaac M. Cutler, TR; Joseph D. Prescott, s; Albert 
Bailey, so; George W. Whitney, JD; Sumner B. Walker, ss; Johu A. 
Trask, JS; William Frost, T. Members, 21; initiates, 3. 3 

Oriental Star, 21, Livermore. Joseph Covell, 111; Peter T. Hathaway, sw; 
Aaron Coolidge, JW; Otis Pray, TR; Gideon Ellis, s; Moses Stone, 
CHAP; Henry C. Noyes, so; John W. Eaton, JD; Ebenezer Hinds, ss; 
Daniel Austin , JS; Francis Lawrence, T. Members, 32. 2 

York, 22, Kennebunk. Stephen Perkins, M; Amos Lunt, sw; William 
Downing, JW; Orin Kimball, Til; H. H. Chadbourne, s; Alvah Cook, 
so; Edward P. Burnham, JD; William Storer, ss; Ebenezer Hodge, JS; 
Alfred Littlefield, T: Members, 29; initiates, 8. 8 

Freeport, 23, Freeport. John Collins, M; Samuel Thing, sw; William A. 
Mitchell, JW; William R. Kendall, TR; J . M. Smythe, s; John L. Kel
sey, so; Melzer Byram, JD; William Curtiss, ss; Davis Randall, JS; 
Joseph Dillingham, T. Members, 31 ; initiates, 2. 1 

Pl.Jrenix, 24, Belfast. William 0. Poor, M; Joseph S. Noyes, sw; L. W. 
Howes, JW; Josiah Farrow; TR; Oshea Page, s; A. D. Chase, so; W. 
C. Frederick, JD; C. R. Thombs, ss; J. E. Stevens, JS; Benjamin H. 
Jackson, T. Members, 42; Initiates, 8; rejec ted, 1: 9 

Adoniram, 27, Limington. John B. Sweat, ~~; Benjamin C. Libby, sw; 
Isaac H. Libby, JW; Moses E. Sweat, Til; Arthllr McArthur, Jr., s; 
J ames McArthur, so; John McArthur, JD·; Thomas Lord, ss; Joseph 
C. Small, JS; Benjamin Blake, T . Members 33 ;. initiates-, 12, deceased, 1. 

8 
Northern Star, 38, North Anson. Moses Moore, M; Isaac W. Adams, sw; 

Oliver R. Batchelder, JW; Benjamin Steward, TR; John Pi-erce, s; All' 
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drew McFadden, sn; Calvin L. Getchell, JD; Edward Paul, ss; Robert 
Moore, JS; Thomas Hilton, T. Members, 42; initiates, 4; rejected, 1; 
deceased, 2. 3 

Tranquil, 29, Danville. George A. Gordon, M; Dan Read, sw; Thomas A. 
D. Fessenden, JW; Rnfns Penley, TR; Benjamin G. Barrows, s; Augus
tus Callahau, sn; George Webb, JD; Theodore Ladd, ss; William S. 
Kelton, JS; Samuel Cobb, T. Members, 56 ; initiates, 12. 2 

.Blazing Star, 30, Rumford. Benjamin W. Tingley, M; William Frost, sw; 
James N. Brickett, JW; Alvin Bolster, TR; Alden Chase, s; Edward A . 
.Boyd, sn; Walter B. Boyd, JD; Aaron I. Abbott, ss; I. A . Putnam, JS; 
Farnum Abbot, T. Members, 15; deceased, 2. 2 

Union, 31, Union. Gilbert M. Blackington, M; Ebenezer Cobb, sw; Philo 
Thurston, JW; Joseph Vaughan, TR; Asa Messer, s; B. B. Blackington, 
so; ,J. C. Robbins, JD; Moses Robinson, ss; Almond M. Thompson, JS; 
·Calvin Robinson, T. Members, 37; initiates, 2; suspended, 10; de-
~eased, 1. 4 

:Hermon, 32, Gardiner. Edmund A. Chadwick, ·~r; James McCurdy, sw; 
James Tarbox, JW; William H. Byram, TR; Daniel C. Palm er, s; 
Thomas Briery, s•; John Brown, JD; William A. Lawrence, ss; Charles 
Osgood, JS; Frederick Blood, T . Members, 43; initiates, 6. 3 

·waterville, 33, Waterville. Thomas W. Herricll, M; Josiah H. Drummond, 
sw; John Ranstand, JW; William L. Maxwell, TR; Edward H. Piper, s; 
David Burbank, so; 0. C. Tozier, JD; J eremiah Arnold, ss; Wads
worth Chipman, .Js; Stephen Tozier, T. Members, 31; initiates, 6; de-
ceased,J. 3 

Somerset, 34, Skowhegan. Joseph Philbrick, M; Abrf.lham Wyman, sw; 
Benjamin P. Pierson, JW; Francis Drew, TR; Eusebius Watson, s; N. 
S. Robinson, sn; James Frost, JD; Ebenezer Ayers, ss; Amasa B. 
l'ratt, JS; William B. Morrill, T. Members, 49; initiates, 9. 3 

Bethlehem, 35, Augusta. Moses E. Hamlin, !1; Orrin Rowe, sw; D. C. 
Stanwood, Jw; Jacob H. Arnold, TR; Jabez Churchill, s; Amasa Kelly, 
so; Ephraim Ballard, JD; F. W. Albee, ss; G. W. Ricker, JS; Joshua 
Rollins, T. Members, 53; initiates, 14; deceased 2. 3 

Casco, 36, Yarmouth. Gad Hitchcock, 11 ; Benjamin Oakes, sw; Edmund 
S. Walker, JW; Perez Drinkwater, TR; A. l'. C. Winslow, s; 0. A. Hill, 
so; James Field, JD; Nathan Oakes, ss; John Gurney, JS; George 
Bruce, T. Members, 13; rejected, 1. 1 

.Washington, 37, Lubec. John C. Talbot, Jr., M; Levi Caswell, sw; G. T. 
R,unter, Jw; Joseph Sumner, TR; T. Comstock, s; James Starbird, so; 
J acob McGrAgor, JD; S. Nickerson, ss; -- ---, JS; John Davidson, 
T. Members, 21; deceased, 4. 9 

·nannony, 38, Gorham. William Silla, M; Merrill Thomas, sw; Thomas J, 
Hasty, JW; John R. Larrabee, TR; Edward S. Palmer, s; Cllristopher 
Way, sn; Arthur M. Benson, JD; Jonas Raymond, ss; Ceorge Cbad-

·bourn, JS; George L . Darling, T. Members, 65; initiates, 14. 1 

Penobscot, 39, Dexter. Lysander Cutler, M ; Simon Foss, sw; Otis Cutler, 
JW; A I bert G. Scott, TR; Josiah Crosby, s; Reuben Flanders, sn; Isaac 
M. ltuss, JD; J ohn Ma rtin, Jr., ss; Walter D. Eaton, JS; Asa Merrill, 
T. Members, 60; initi ates, 7; rejected, 1 ; deceased, 1. 7 

Lygonia, 40, Ellsworth. Amory Otis, M; S. P . Thomas, sw; William May
hew, JW; Asa McAllister, TR; N.J. Miller, Jr., s; William H. Chaney, 
so; Eleazer Whitcomb, JD; S. B. Woodard, ss; Albert G. Brooks, JS; 
Nathan Moore, T. Members, 36; initiates, 10; rejected, 1. 5 

Freedom, 42, Limerick. William Cobb, M; William Gage, sw; Aaron N. 
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Bradbury, JW; Robert Cole, TR; Mark Wood, s; Thomas P. Place, so; 
George Roberts, JD; Gideon Straw, ss; Charles D. Staples, JS; Abner 
Libby, 2d, ·r. Members 16; initiates, 1. 8 

Alna, 43, Damariscotta. Ezra B. French, ~~ ; Isaac Chapman, sw ; Everett 
W . Stetson, JW; William Hitchcock, TR; Joseph Day, Jr., s; E. Nelson 
Shaw, so; Charles A .. Jones, JD; Henry Melius, ss; Marshall P. Mar-
tin, JS; David B. Catland, T. Members, 26; initiates, 10. 4 

Central , 45, China. Edward Gray, M; Thomas Clark, sw; John Hatch, JW; 
James Fowler, TR; Thomas S. Foster, s; Alfred Fletcher, so; Amasa 
Taylor, Jr., JD; John Thomas, ss; Frederick McLaughlin, JS; William 
Maxfield, T. Members, 40; initiates, 7; deceased, 1. 3 

St. Croix, 46, Calais. Francis Williams, M; Charles H. Garland, sw; Samuel 
Wheelock, JW; Matthew Hastings, TR; Charles F . Washburn, s; C. L. 
Hyde, so; J. N. Nash, JD; William T. Simms, ss; John Stillson, JS; 
William McHenry, T. Members, 42; initiates, 11; deceased, 2. 6 

Lafayette, 48, Readfield. Josiah F. Taylor, M; George S. Currier, sw; 
Cromwell P . Hunton, JW; David Smith , TR; Emery 0. Bean, R; John 
Vosmus, so; F. A. A. Williams, JD; Asahel Brainard, ss; William B. 
Briggs, JS; Matthew Hayward, T. Members, 34; initiates, 4. 3 

Meridian Splendor, 49, Newport. Joseph Knight, ~~; Elijah M. Dearborn, 
sw; John S. Nay, JW; Abel W. Chase, TR; Benjamin F. Furber, s; 
P eleg H. Tracy, so; Orin Footman, JD; George W. Prescott, ss; Nathan 
L. Hayden, JS; Asil Stilson, T . Members, 32; initiates, 5; deceased, 1. 

7 
Aurora, 50, Rockland. Larkin Snow, M; Josiah Gitchell, sw; Christopher 

Dyer, JW; Constant Rankin, TR; A. C. Tibbetts, s; John C. Moody, 
su; George C. Nichols, JD; C. H. Caples, ss; B. W. Blackington, JS ; 
Nathaniel Meservy, T. Members, 31; initiates, 7; rejected, 2. 4 

Mosaic, 52, Dover. G. S. Wiley, AI; Elias J . Hale, sw; Mordecai Mit.chell, 
JW; Paul Douglas, TR; Sands Bailey, s; J. W. Sherwood, so; E. B. 
Averill, Jn; Joseph Tyler, ss; William Paine, Js; Peter Q. Ames, T. 
Members, 24; initiates, 8. 7 

Mount Moriah, 56, Denmark. Levi P. Sawyer, !I ; Cyrus Ingalls, sw ; 
Joseph B. Watson, JW; Leonard K. Ingalls, TR; Sewall Fly, s; Joseph 
Milliken, so; Alpheus Goold, JD; Jonathan Ingalls, ss; Joseph Ben-
nett, JS; William Allen, T. Members, 17; initiates, 3. 2 

Unity, 58, Freedom. Samuel B. Dodge, M; William Ross, sw; John Wins
low, JW; John C. Glidden, TR; Moses 0. Robinson, s ; William McCray, 
Jr., so; Samuel A. Webb, JD; Charles Elliot, ss; William B. Baker, 
Js; Aaron Davis, T. Members, 34; initiates, 1; deceased, 1. 9 

Mount Hope, 59. Hope. Henry Hobbs, M; Josiah Hobbs, sw; John Ler
mond , JW; Moses G. Metcalf, TR; Church Fish, s; David Howard, so ; 
Hiram Fish, JD; Ebenezer Philbrick, ss; John G. Fish, Js; E. G. S. 
Ingraham, T. Members, 14; initiates, 3. 9 

Star in the East, 60, Old Town. Ira Wallace, M; Charles D: Jameson, sw; 
Isaac M. Hobert, JW; Hiram Smith, TR; Solomon Moulton, s; George 
P. Sewall, so; Lorenzo Moore, JD; John Newbegin, ss; Edwin R. Al-
ford, JS; ,Joseph Moulton, T. Members, 53; initiates, 8. 7 

King Solomon's, 61, Waldoborough. Joseph Clark, M; John Balch, sw; 
C. C. Atwell, JW; Alden F. Miller, TR; M. M. Rawson, s; William 
Eugley, su; William Bearce, JD; -- ---, ss; John W. Tibbetts, 
JS; Charles Vannah, T. Members, 34; initiates, 1. 4 

King David's, 62, Lincolnville. Minot Crehore, M; David Howe, sw; James 
Perry, JW; A. D. Knight, TR; Henry Crebore, s; N. A . Eells, so; Da.vid 
B. Decrow, JD; Samuel l~ackliff, ss; John F. Gilkey, JS; Thomas 
Witham, T. Members, 30; iuitiates, 2. 9 
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Richmond, 63, 'Richmond. Abial Libby, M; Dan'iel Witham, sw; George 
H. Hatch, JW; Elias Colby, TR; Abiel Avery, s; Thaddeus McFarland, 
so; IsaacS. Cox, JD; Hezekiah P. Dinsmore, ss; Francis B. Ring, JS; 
Elias H. Witham, T. Members, 45; initiates, 10. 4 

Pacific, 64, Stetson. Charles B. Wood, AI; John Rogers, sw; James Hawes, 
JW; Horace Shepley, TR; Lewis Barker, s; ThatcherS. Anderson, so; 
Charles B. Whitney, JD; CharleB M. Spooner, ss; Jonathan Hill, JS; 
David Barker, T. Members, 35; initiates, 8; rejected, 3. 7 

Mystic, 65, Hampden. E. J. Dudley, M; John Crosby, Jr., sw; D. S. Stone, 
JW; G. A. Curtis, TR; A. H. Stuart, s; G. B. Starbird, so; D. Crockett, 
JD; J . Hill, ss; S. E. Mudgett, JS; Samuel S. Garland, T. Members, 
30; initiates, 14; deceased, 1. 5 

Mechanics', 66, Orono. Thomas McMillan, M ; P. McAdams, sw; Hiram 
Joy, JW; John Deane, TR; W. E. Jones, s; David McMillan, so; 0. P. 
Merriman, JD; Jacob Banks, ss; Abner Starrett, JS; Samuel Buffam, 
T. Members, 34; initiates, 12; deceased 3. 7 

Blue Mountain, 67, Phillips. Philip M. Stubbs, M; Curtis Smith, sw; Seward 
Dill,Jw; Joel Hoyt, TR; Daniel Hoyt, s; H. L Whitcomb, ~D; Sylvanus 
Robbins, JD; -- ---, ss; -- ---, JS; Samuel A. Blanchard, 
T. Members, 34; initiates, 5. 3 
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FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 

[The following interesting and fraternal communication has 
been received since the close of the annual session of the 
Grand Lodge, and, by direction of the Grand Master, is here 
inserted, for the information and gratification of the fraternity 
generally, to whom it is addressed. J 

ROYAL GLOUCESTER LODGE, No. 152, 

SOUTHAliPTON, ENGLAND. 

To the W., the Lodges of Free Masons in the State of Maine, U.S. 

W. AND DEAR SIRS AND BRETHREN: 

We avail ourselves of the intended visit to his native country, of our 
estimable "Brother" Joseph Rodney Croskey, the much respected and 
excellent representative of the United States at this port, to convey, through 
him, our greetiugs of fraternal good will to the Free Masons of the United 
States of America. 

It is a! ways most gratifying to us to be visited by those brethren of the 
craft from other countries, who may make this place the port of their arrival 
or departure, but none will meet a more hearty welcome, or more cordial re
ception, than our" Brethren of America." 

We feel a deep interest in the progress, and have an ardent wish for, the 
success of the craft, in the extensive regions of your vast country, believing, 
as we firmly do, that no human institution is better calculated to promote 
uniTersal good will, than those "grand principles of brotherly love, relief and 
truth," upon which Freemasonry is founded. 

Brethren, we hope that the communications thus commenced, will not be 
few nor far between; that we shall bear of, and from you ; that your mem
bers, when occasion shall bring them to England, will visit Southampton 
and our lodges, so that a better knowledge of each other may arise, tending 
not only to strengthen the bands of masonic affection between the members 
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of the craft, but also to promote a cordial understanding and regard between 
the respective populations of our native countries. 

We commend to your consideration" Brother" Joseph Rodney Croskey, 
whom we are proud to rank among our members as a faithful "Brother," 
worthy of your highest esteem, as an active and useful citizen, and an honor 
to that great country, of which he is the worthy representative at this port. 

With every assurance of our most fraternal regard, 
We are, W. Masters and Brethren, 

[L. s.l 

Most faithfully yours, 
On behalf of the Royal Gloucester Lodge, 

DAVID G DOUGLAS, W. M. 
THOMAS N. FIRMIN, P.M. and Sec'y. 

Dated at Southampton, } 
this 14th February, 1853. 
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1854. 

ANNUAL COMMUNICATION. 

The Annual Communication of the M. W. Grand Lodge of 
Maine, was holden at Masons' H all, in the city of Portland, on 
the first Thursday in May, 1854, being the 4th day of said month, 
and was opened in ample form, in the third degree, at 9 o'clock 

A.M. 

PRESENT. 

M. W. FREEMAN BRADFORD, 
R. W. JABEZ TRUE, 

THOS. B. JOHNSTON, 
MOSES DODGE, 
CHARLES B. SMITH, 
E . G. RAWSON, 
JOHN H. WILLARD, 
WILLIAM ALLEN, 
0 . A. MERRILL, 
S. B. DOCKHAM, 

W. & Rev. CYRUS CUMMINGS, 
CYRIL PEAl~L, 

Bro. JOHN DAIN, 

Grand Master; 
Senior Grand Warden; 
Junior Grand Warden; 
Grand Treasurer; 
Rec. Grand Secretary; 
Grand Senior Deacon; 
Grand Junior Deacon; 
Grand Steward; 

Grand Marshal; 
Grand Chaplain; 

Grand Tyler. 

DISTRICT DEPU TY GRAND MASTERS. 

R. W. JOSHUA HERRICK. 
JOSEPH COVELL. 
JOHN D. LINCOLN. 
EZRA B. FRENCH. 
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On motion, 

Proceedings of the 

R W. STEPHEN WEBBER. 
BENJAMIN KELLEY. 
SAMUEL CARTER. 
B. F. MUDGETT. 

PAST GRAND OFFICERS. 

M. W. ROBERT P. DUNLAP, P. G. M. 
ABNER B. THOMPSON, 

" JOHN C. HUMPHH.EYS, 

[May, 

Voted, That Master Masons in good standing, be invited to take seats as 
visitors during this session of the Grand Lodge. 

The M. W. Grand Master then appointed R. W. Bros. B. F. 
Mudgett, R. W. Kennard and John H. Willard, a Committee on 
Credentials, who proceeded forthwith to the performance of their 
duty, and subsequently reported that the following named breth
ren were entitled to seats as representatives of the following 
lodges, viz : 

1 Portland, at Portland, by Thomas J . Sanborn, WM; R. W. Kennard, SW; 
Joseph Fowler, JW. 

3 Lincoln, at Wiscasset, by D. K. Kennedy, WM. 
5 K ennebec, at Hallowell, by William Nye, Proxy. 
6 Amity, at Camden, by Samuel Chase, WM; E. G. Knight, SW; John 

Glover, Proxy. 
8 United, at Brunswick, by Ward Coburn, WM. 
9 Saco, at Saco, by Elijah Smith, WM; T. J. Murray, SW; W. B. Bartlett, 

Proxy. 
10 Rising Vi1·tue, at Bangor, by E. G. Rawson, WM; S. B. Brown, Proxy. 
12 Cumbm·land, at New Gloucester, by Moses Plummer, WM. 
14 Solar, at Bath, by A. J. Fuller, WM; D. R. Wylie; SW; J. T. Furber, 

Proxy. 
15 Orient, at Thomaston, by George Crawford, WM; 0. J . Fernald, SW; 

George Carr, Proxy. 
16 St. George, at Warren, by John Andrews, WM ; Isaac Chapman, SW ; 

James Andrews, JW; John Milton, Proxy. 
17 Ancient Land·Mark, at Portland, by Stevens Smith, WM; William An-

drews, SW; A. P. Stinson, JW. 
18 Oxford, at Paris, by Alden Palmer, WM. 
19 Felicity, at Bucksport, by J . H. Sherman, WM. 
20 Maine, at Farmington, by John H. Willard, WM. 
21 Oriental Star, at Livermore, by David G. Plummer, Proxy, 
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22 York, at Kennebunk, by Isaac Downing, Proxy. 
23 Freepo1·t, at Freeport, by R. R. Kendall, Proxy. 
24 Phcenix, at Belfast, by Daniel Howard, SW; Hiram Chase, proxy. 
27 .LI.doniram, at Limington, by Arthur McArthur, Proxy. 
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28 No1·thern Star, at North Anson, by 0. R. Bachellor, WM; Benjamin 
Steward, Proxy. 

29 Tranquil, at Danville, by A. C. Callahan, WM; R. H. Rose, JW. 
31 Union, at Union, by Ebenezer Cobb, WM; Lewis Andrews, Proxy. 
32 IIm·mon, at Gardiner, by James McCurdy, WM. 
33 Wate1·ville, at Waterville, by W. Chipman, WM; W. A. Caffray, SW. 
34 Somerset, at Skowhegan, by B. P. Pearson, WM; A. S. Robinson, SW. 
36 Casco, at Yarmouth, by George Woods, Proxy. 
38 Hm·mony, at Gorham, by Merrill Thomas, SW. 
39 P enobscot, at Dexter, by J. M. Russ, WM. 
46 St. Croix, at Calais, by Francis Williams, Proxy. 
48 Lafayette, at Readfield, by GeorgeS. Currier, WM; Emery 0. Bean, SW. 
50 Auro1·a, at Rockland, by John Anderson, JW; John C. Moody, Proxy. 
52 Mosaic, at Dover, by Paul Douglass, Proxy. 
54 Vassalborough, at Vassal borough, by John Romans, SW; Edward Gray, 

Proxy. 
56 Jft. Moriah, at Denmark, by A. C. Lord, Proxy. 
58 Unity, at Freedom, by John Winslow, WM; Benjamin Williams, Proxy. 

59 Mt. Hope, at Hope, by Henry Hobbs, Proxy. 
60 Stm· in the East, at· Old Town, by Solomon Moulton, Proxy. 
61 King Solomon's, at Waldoboro', by Joseph Miller, WM. 
63 R·ichmond, at Richmond, by David Witham, WM; J . S . . Chapman, JW. 
64 Pacific, at Stetson, by David Barker, Proxy. 
65 Mystic, at Hampden, by A. P. Warren, WM; George B. Starbird, SW. 
66 Mechanics', at Orono, by Samuel Buffum, Proxy. 
67 Blue Mountain, at Phillips, by Seward Dill, JW. 
68 Jfm·i!'te!"S', Searsport, by Josiah Blethen, Proxy. 
69 Howa1·d, at Frankfort, by T. H. Cushing, SW. 
71 Rising Sun, at Orland, by Benj. C. Landers, Proxy. 
73 Ty1·ian, at Minot, by George Moore, WM; S. B. Hutchins, S W. 

The report was read and accepted. 

The M. W. Grand Master then made to the Grand Lodge the 
following address, which was referred to the Committee on the 
Doings of the Grand Officers :-

GRAND LODGE OF MAINE, May 4, 1864. 

BRETHREN OF THE GRAND LODGE :-

We have again assembled around our masonic altar, and, agreeably to the 
provisions of our constitution, have met to counsel with one another, and to 
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legislate for the general welfare of the craft within our jurisdiction. We 
have invoked the divine blessing upon our deliberations-that peace and bar. 
mony may prevail among us, and that a unity of sentiment and kindly feel
ing may characterize our intercourse as masons. May th is our offering and 
our prayer be accepted and heard by Him, from whom come wisdom to 
direct, and strength to support. We have abundant cause of gratitude to 
that Divine Providence who has watched over and prospered our beneficent 
institution in every part of the civilized world, and who has preserved us 
thus far in the journey of life. But yet we are continually reminded that 
we are mortal. Death, the great leveler, has been in our midst, and has 
stricken down many whom we have long known and honored. Whilst the 
aged of our order are receding from the stage of time, we are revived and 
rejoiced, in beholding a vast and goodly number of young and ardent votaries 
pressing onward to gain admission to our mystic circle, and uniting them
selves with us in works of charity and brotherly love. 

Within our own jurisdiction, Masonry is not only rapidly advancing, but 
has taken an elevated position. The great body of the fraternity are actuated 
by the noblest impulses, and are awakened to new convictions of masonic 
duties and obligations. Decayed ledges have been aroused from the lethargy 
of years, to vigorous action, and a spirit of enlightened inquiry marks our 
onward progress. Notlling bas occurred within the past year, to my 
knowledge, to mar that universal peace and harmony that ought to char
acterize our noble order within this jurisdiction. 

An important subject bas been before this Grand Lodge for the past two 
years. I shall at once be understood as alluding to a uniformity of working 
and lectures throughout our jurisdiction. At your annual communication in 
1852, the work and lectures in the first and sellond degrees, as reported and 
exemplified by your committee, after some few amendments, were confirmed 
by the Grand Lodge, and the consideration of the third degree was postponed 
until its then next communication. Owing to the press of other matters at 
our last session, no action was taken on the subject, and thus our subordinates 
are left to work without any express sanction upon the third degree. I deem 
the subject matter of paramount importance, and if the individual members 
will direct their efforts to contrive, strengthen, and adorn, the structure c~m
menced will be speedily and harmoniously completed. Let every brother 
present his material, wrought and perfected with his utmost skill, and sure 
I am that but a small portion will be rejected as unfit for use. 

A proposition will come before you at the present session, relative to an 
amendment of the constitution. This amendment contemplates the reduction 
of fees for initiation, now payable by subordinate lodges to the Grand Lodge, 
one-half. Our act of incorporation contemplates the establishment of a per
manent fund, the avails of which are to be distributed to the relief of the 
distressed and destitute. In addition to these, our beneficence can be most 
worthily bestowed on such lodges as have lost their all by fire or other cas-
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ualties. The funded property of the Grand Lodge has uot yet reached a 
tenth part of what our act of incorporation authorizes, and that, too, after an 
existence of thirty.four years, during which period about one.half of the 
lodges under our jurisdiction bave received their charters. Onr Grand Lodge 
expenses are yearly increasing, and may not the apprehension be well 
founded, that in taking from her means so large a portion as the amendment 
contemplates, we render her powerless for doing good 1 

On the tenth of May, 1853, I granted a dispensation to certain brethren to 
form and open a lodge at Plymouth, Penobscot County, by the name of 
Plymouth Longe. The application was accompanied by the requisite recom• 
mendation of the nearest lodge and the approval of the District Deputy 
Grand Master, and the dispensation is returnable at the present session. 

On the nineteenth of May last, I extended the dispensation of Bristol 
Lodge, Lincoln County, upon the petition of Bros. Peaslee M. Wells and 
others. The prayer of the petition was approved by the District Deputy 
Grand Master, and the brethren are required, under their dispensation, to 
make return of their doings at the present communication of the Grand 
Lodge. 

On the eighteenth of June last, I granted a dispensation to Cumberland 
Lodge, New Gloucester, to form a public procession, on the occasion of ded
icating their new hall, and appointed R. W. Jno. D. Lincoln, the D. D. Grand 
Master, to conduct and perform the ceremonies. 

I have also consecrated and solemnly dedicated Tyrian Lodge, located at 
Mechanic Falls, Minot, aud installed its officers within the past year, in 
which service I was ably assisted by the R. W. Junior Grand Warden, 
Grand Secretary, Grand Chaplain, and the D. D. Grand Master of the second 
masonic district. 

On the fourth of July last, I dedicated Steep Falls Lodge, Standish, and 
installed its officers in public, assisted by Bro. Marcian Seavey and the Grand 
Tyler. 

On the sixteenth of July last, I granted a special commission toR. W. 
Timothy Chase, the D. G. Master, to consecrate Mariners' Lodge, at Sears
port, and install its officers, which service was performed by him on the 
nineteenth of said month, and a return of his doings has been made to the 
Grand Secretary. 

On the second of September last, I consecrated Rising Sun Lodge, Orland, 
and installed its officers in public, on which occasion I was assisted by the 
D. G. Master, Senior and Junior Grand Wardens and other officers of the 
Grand Lodge, and also by the Rev. and R. W. William A. Drew, who per
formed the service of Grand Chaplain, and delivered an able and interesting 
address to the brethren of the new lodge. 

On the fifth of November, 1853, I specially appointed our R. W. Bro. John 
Miller, a~ Grand Lecturer, to give instruction in Saco Lodge, which instruc. 
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tion I am assured is highly appreciated by our brethren in that vicinity, and 
bas been productive of much good. 

On the seventeenth of January, 1854, I specially appointed M. W. R. P. 
Dunlap to consecrate and dedicate Howard Lodge, at Frankfort, and install 
its officers, which service was performed on the second of February last, in 
public. 

On the sixteenth of February, 1854, I granted a special dispensation to 
Hermon Lodge, Gardi11er, to continue work under their present organization, 
their charter having been destroyed by fire, which dispensation is returnable 
at the present session. 

Several questions of masonic jurisprudence have been submitted to me 
during the past year, to all of which I have given answers. I have felt the 
need of some standard and approved work on this subject, and I believe 
that no appropriation could be more judiciously made by this Grand Lodge, 
than that for the purpose of purchasing the Freemason's Monthly Magazine, 
published by our Bro. C. W. Moore, of Boston. The possession of this 
work, entire, would be an invaluable . acquisition to our masonic library. 
Questions of high importance, affecting the prosperity of the order, and in
volving the fundamental principles of the institution, are continually occur
ring, especially in our own cotmtry. Errors in practice are creeping into 
lodges in various quarters, which require authoritative and speedy correction. 
These questions are equally interesting to every mason under the jurisdic 
tion of this Grand Lodge, as well as elsewhere. It is important that the 
means of enlightenment be afforded to the young and ardent seeker for 
masonic truth, and it appears to me to be the duty of this Grand Lodge to 
continue its appropriations annually for the increase of our masonic library, 
and thus go on to the accomplishment of that worthy object commenced in 
years past. 

I have received, within the past year, several communications relative to 
tb&unfortunate difficulties that have again arisen among our brethren iu the 
State of New York. I commend to your special consideration the report of 
the committee of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, made at the quarterly 
communication in December last. It becomes our duty to make an effort 
to restore peace and harmony among our brethren in that State. Something 
should be done speedily to stay tbe great mischief arising from the strife and 
confusion existing there, and an expression is earnestly looked for from you, 
by many of our sister Grand Lodges, at this communication. 

Brethren, it is a just cause of congratulation in tracing the progress of 
Masonry within our jurisdiction for a few years past, and in comparing it 
with what it was only eight years ago. Then, only eleven lodges were rep
resented at our annual communication ; now, our average representaLion is 
more than four-fold that number, and our persevering efforts have presented 
to us the cheering fact, that but few lodges within our extended jurisdiction 
have fallen into irretrievable decay. I repeat it, it is a just cause of congrat-
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ulation, and should, as no doubt it will, stimulate us to the performance of 
every duty that may devolve upon us. We should suffer no selfish views or 
illiberal policy to disturb our deliberations, but let a generous magnanimity, 
mutual concession, and enlightened judgment, be the stand-point of our acts 
and our doings, and then we sha11 fulfill the high expectations of the various 
lodges we have the honor to represent. 

FREEMAN BRADFORD, Grand Master. 

The following Standing Committees were then announced by 
the M . W. Grand Master, viz : 

On Dispensations and Charters,-Bros. French, Rawson and Moore. 
On Doings of the Grand Officers,-Bros. Mudgett, Fuller and Glover. 
On Retttrns,-Bros. Webber, Swett and C. B. Smith. 
On Grievances and Appeals,-Bros. Herrick, Bachellor and Woods. 
On the Pay-Roll,-Bros. Kelley, Chapman and Sanborn. 

A petition from Oxford Lodge, praying for the removal of said 
Lodge from Paris to. Norway, was presented, and referred to the 
Committee on Dispensations and Charters. 

A petition, presented to Oxford Lodge, by J. F . H. Turner, in 
behalf of the widow and family of Nathaniel Harlow, deceased, 
praying for a diploma to be made out in the na~e of said Na
thaniel Harlow, and delivered to his widow, and by said Oxford 
Lodge referred to the Grand Lodge, was presented and referred 
to the M. W. Grand Master. 

The Grand Lodge was then called off until 3 o'clock P . M . 

Attest: C. B. SMITH, Grand Secretary. 

AFTERNOON, May 4, 1854. 

The Grand Lodge was called to labor at 3 o'clock P. M., the 
M. W. Grand Master in the chair. 

Petitions for remission of dues were presented from Tyrian 
Lodge, Pioneer Lodge, Hermon Lodge and Plymouth Lodge, and 
severally referred to a select committee, consisting of R. W. 
Bros. Humphreys, Kendall and Allen. 
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Petitions for charters were presented from Pioneer Lodge, 
Plymouth Lodgl3, Hermon Lodge and Bristol Lodge, and also 
from sundry brethren for a new lodge at Kennebunkport, to be 
called Arundel Lodge, were received and severally referred to 
the Committee on Dispensations and Charters. 

The time for the election of Grand Officers having now arrived, 
the M. W. Grand Master presented the following special com
munication, which was read by the Grand Secretary, viz: 

GRAND LoDGE, May 4, 1854. 
BRETHREN: 

I am deeply grateful to the Grand Lodge, for the repeated expressions of 
its confideDce in electing me to the high and responsible offices I have had 
the honor to fill for several years past. When I trace the history of this 
Grand Lodge, from lts orgftnization to the present period, and view the roll 
of worthy and illustrious names of those who have preceded me as Grand 
Master, I am filled with mingled sensations of pride and regret-pride of the 
distinction in which I have been honored-regret of my unworthiness of the 
honor conferred. The duties of Grand Master are pleasant, but laborious· 
I have devoted myself to those duties with cheerfulness and zeal, and to the 
best of my poor abilities. 

An expected absence, occasionally, from this jurisdiction, during the next 
masonic year, renders it imperative on me to decline being a candidate for 
re-election. No abatement of my zeal, or interest for our beloved institution, 
prompts me to make this announcement. On the contrary, I have well 
founded hopes and au abiding confidence that the principles of our order will 
continue to be cherished, loved and revered through all coming time, and 
especially within our own jurisdiction. 

I commend you, my beloved brethren, to the guidance of Him in whom is 
our strength and our salvation. 

FREEMAN BRADFORD. 

On motion of M. W. Bro. Dunlap, it was unanimously-

Voted, That the thanks of this Grand Lodge be tendered to M. W. Bro. 
Freeman Bradford, Past Grand Master, for the ability and uniform courtesy 
manifested by him, while presiding over its deliberations; and that our best 
wishes for his continued health, prosperity and happiness will ever attend 
him. 

The Grand Lodge then proceeded to the election of Grand 
Officers, when the following brethren were duly elected, viz:-

M. w. TIMOTHY CHASE, 
R. w. JABEZ TRUE, 

EZRA B. FRENCH, 

Grand Master, 
Deputy Grand Master, 
Senior Grand Warden, 

Belfast; 
Bangor; 
Damariscotta. 
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On motion, 

Voted, To postpone the further election of Grand Officers until to-morrow 
morning. 

The Grand Lodge was then called off until eight o'clock to
morrow morning. 

Attest: C. B. SMITH, Gmnd Secretary. 

MAsoNs' HALL, PoRTLAND, May 5, 1854. 

The Grand Lodge was called to labor at 8 o'clock A. M., the 
M. W. Grand Master in the chair. 

The Grand Lodge proceeded in the further election of Grand 
officers, and the following brethren were elected, viz: 

R. w. THO~IAS B. JOHNSTON, 

MosEs DoDGE, 

CHARLES B. SMITH, 

J ·unior Grand Warden, 
G1·and Trea.mrer, 
Rec. Grand Secretary, 

T1·ustee.~ of the Charity Fund. 
R. 'V\1 • Bros. JoHN H. WILLARD, WILLIAn ALLEN. 

Committee of li'inance. 

Wiscasset; 
Portland; 

Portland; 

R. W. Bros. FnEEAIAN BnADFonn, ABNER B. THOMP•ON, JoNATHAN SMITH. 

R. W. Bro. Humphreys was, at his request, excused from serv
ing on the special committee on sundry petitions for remission 
of dues, and R. W. Bro. Herrick was appointed in his stead. 

The M. W. Robert P. Dunlap then announced, in appropriate 
and feeling terms, the decease, during the past year, of M. W. 
Simon Greenleaf and M. W. William Swan, Past Grand Masters 
of this Grand Lodge, and submitted the following preamble and 
resolutions, which were unanimously adopted, viz: 

JVhm·eas, it has pleased the Supreme Disposer of human events, in his 
inscrutable Providence, to remove by death, during the past masonic year 

theM. W. Simon Greenleaf and the M. W. William Swan, Past Grand Mas
ters of this Grand Lodge, be it therefore 

22 
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Resolved, That the members of this Grand Lodge deeply regret the loss 
they have sustained in the decease of those worthy brethren, who were 
highly esteemed and respected for their many virtues during life, and for 
their eminent services and devotion to the sublime principles of our vener
able order. 

Resolved, That we sincerely condole with the famili es of the deceased, in 
the afflictive bereavemen t they are called to experience, and would tender 
to them our heartfelt sympathies. 

Resolved, That, as a mark of respect for our deceased brethren, the jewels 
and furniture of the Grand Lodge be clothed in mourning. 

Ordered, That the foregCJing preamble and resolutions be entered upon the 
records of this Grand Lodge, and that the Grand Secretary forward copies 
thereof to the families of the deceased. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF FINANCE. 

MASONS' HALL, May 5, 1854. 

The Committee of Finance have examined the accounts of the Grand 
Treasurer, for the past year, and find that there bas been received by him, 
since the commencemen t of the last annual communication, the sum of 
$2,127.44?2', which includes the balance received from tile executrix of the 
late Grand Treasurer, viz: $212.12. 

Your committee also find that the Grand Treasurer has paid out during 
the past year the sum of $1,276.34, for all of which he bas exhibited satisfac
tory vouchers. 

This sum of $1,276.34 includes $500 invested in bank stock; and we find 
that there remains in his hands a balance of $851.10.72'. 

The committee would recommend as salary to the Grand Secretary, the 
sum of $75. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

FREEMAN BRADFORD,} C .
1 ommz tee. 

A. B. THOMPSON, 

The foregoing report was read and accepted. 

On motion of R. W. Bro. True, 

Voted, That the Grand Secretary cause to be printed for the use of the 
Grand Lodge, 500 copies of its Constitution and By-Laws; and that he cause 
the same to be published also with the proceedings of this communication 
of the Grand Lodge. 

Bro. Chase, of Belfast, presented a proposition to amend the 
Constitution of the Grand Lodge, in relation to the appointment 
of proxies by subordinate lodges, when the question, "Will the 
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Grand Lodge sustain the proposition ? " was put, and decided in 
the negative, and so the proposition was lost. 

On motion, 

Voted, That a set of jewels, now in possession of the Grand Lodge, be 
loaned to Hermon Lodge, at Gardiner, they duly receipting for the same, to 
be returned on demand. 

Bro. Lawson, having exhibited certain plans for new and ad
ditional furniture to be used in a Fellow Craft's Lodge, 

On motion, 

Voted, That Bros. Chase, Miller and Moulton be a committee to examine 
and report upon the same. 

The following report was then submitted: 

The special committee on the remission of dues have attended to the duty 
assigned them, and beg leave to report-

That twenty.six dollars be remitted to Tyrian Lodge, it being the amount 
of dues to the Grand Lodge for initiations under their dispensation. 

That thirty·three dollars be remitted to Pioneer Lodge, it being three-fourths 
of tbe dues to the Grand Lodge for initiations under their dispensatiou. 

That the amount of fees paid into the Grand Treasury for initiations the 
past year, by Hennon Lodge, be remitted. 

That fourteen dollars be remitted to Plymouth Lodge, it being the amount 
of dues to the Grand Lodge for initiations during the past year, under their 
dispensation. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

J. HERRICK, ~ 
R. R. KENDALL, Committee. 
WILLIAM ALLEN, 

Report read and accepted. 

Bro. Arthur McArthur was appointed on the Committee on 
Returns, in place of a member who has left. 

INSTALLATION. 

TheM. W. Grand Master proceeded to install, in ample form,. 
the several Grand Officers elect. 
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The following appointments of subordinate Grand Officers 
were then announced from the chair, viz: 

w. E. A. CHADWICK, 

W. & Rev. CYRus CuMMINGS, 

CYRIL PEARL, 

w. 

JosEPH HuTCHINSON, 

CALEB D. PILI.SBURY, 

URIAH BALKAM, 

STEPHEN B. DocKHAM, 

E. GILMAN RAWSON, 

JOHN H. WILLARD, 

J. D. wARREN. 

J. M. CROOKER, 

0. A. MERRILL, 

J. J . BEI.L, 

J . C. BOYNTON, 

JoHN B . SwEAT, 

Wn. LIA!l ALLEN, 

Bro. JoHN DArN, 

Cor. Grand Secretary, 
Grand Chaplain, 

Gardiner. 
Portland. 
Baldwin. 
Brunswick. 
Bangor. 
Wiscasset. 

Grand Marshal, Warren. 
Grand Senior Deacon, Bangor. 
Grand Junior Deacon, Wilton. 
Grand Stewa1·d, Gardiner. 

Waterville. 
Topsham. 
Carmel. 

Grand Pursuivant, Richmond. 
" Parsonsfield. 

Grand Sword Bearer, Portland. 
G1·and Tyler, Portland . 

.And they were severally duly installed, and the usual procla-
1Ilation was made by the Grand Marshal. 

The Committee on the Pay Roll made their report, which was 
read and accepted, and the Grand Treasurer directed to pay the 
delegates in accordance with the same. 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence then submitted 
their annual report, which was read and accepted, and ordered 
to be published with the proceedings, as follows:-

To the lYI. W. Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of 
Maine. 

The committee entrusted with the foreign correspondence of this body, 
rejoice in the privilege of submitting once more their annual report. More 
fully than ever are they impressed with the magnitude of the work assigned 
them, and of the deep and abiding interest involved in this effort to explore 
and record the legislation, the progress and work of our order. They are 
expected to bring forw ard appropriate subjects for the consideration of those 
here assembled, not merely to enjoy the passing hour, but to labor and legis· 
late for a growing constituency, now looking to us for light and counsel, 
which shall guide to present duty, and which shall cheer our successors when 
these eyes shall be closed, and these voices hushed in the silence of the grave. 

No one can t race from year to year the onward course of Freemasonry in 
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this cauntry, without being impressed with the favorite words of the elo
quent Hungarian exile, who ' loved to speak of the political union of this 
country as a "power on earth." Freemasonry in these United States is 
emphatically a "power on earth," and we are summoned by the highest 
motives to understand the elements of this power, arid what is necessary to 
its right direction and its benevolent results. The rapid growth of the order 
iu tbis country calls earnestly not merely for joy and gratitude, hut still 
more earnestly for circumspection-for the most sacred regard not only to 
ancient landmarks, and constitutional legislation, but for the primary appli
cation of all the educational and moral forces that can be wielded by our 
principles, our emblems, and our heartfelt aspirations. 

The correspondence of this Grand Lodge has been more varied and vo
luminous the past year than ever before, increasing materially the labor of 
the committee, and the difficulty of condensing their report within a desirable 
compass. There have been before us some forty communications, varying 
from eight to three hundred and fifty pages each. They are from the follow 
ing jurisdictions: 

Alabama, Indiana, New Jersey, 
Arkansas, Kentucky, North Carolina, 
Connecticut, Louisiana, Ohio, 
California, Massachusetts, Oregon, 
Canada West, Maryland, Rhode Island, 

Delaware, Mississippi, South Carolina, 
District of Columbia, Missouri, Tennessee, 
Florida, Michigan, Texas, 
Georgia, Minnesota, Virginia, 
Iowa, New York, Wisconsin. 
Illinois, New Hampshire, 

These documents contain an aggregate of nearly four thousand pages, and 
afford evidence of a progress more rapid than has ever been kuowu before in 
the history of our order. In general, these communications exhibit a high 
order of talent, and a decided improvement upon those of previous years, 
in the higher qualities which make up a good report, From almost every 
quarter we find evidence that zeal and fidelity on the part of the overseers, 
is meeting and skillfully training the corresponding zeal which urges multi
tudes of the active and intelligent enquirers for light and truth to knock for 
artwission at our temple gates. In son1e quarters, however, the voices of 
warning and complaint are beard that sentiuels have slept or faltered, while 
those have crept in who wear the lamb skin with no honor or profit to them
selves or tllose who have welcomed them. 

THE GRAND LODGE OF CALIFORNIA. 

No jurisdiction has so deeply felt the mischiefs of hasty admissions and 
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defective masonic discipline, as our brothers in California. They suffer, 
not so much from the work of their own hands, as from lodges this side of 
the mountains, and especially in the Western states. Their remonstrances 
are finally heard and it is hoped will be heeded. It seems that multitudes 
who had lived indifferent if not in hostility to the order, till seized with the 
California fever, have rushed hastily in to the western lodges as they would 
into an insurance company, and thus deposited their fees with the home 
lodges; but carried their ignorance and incompetence and unskillful work
manship to those in California, where their unfitness for becoming work
men in the temple could scarcely exceed their impudence in claiming 
masonic sympathy and charity. :c\iany, we are assured, have thus proved a 
detriment or dead weight upon the order, and charity has often been ex
tended to those who pro~ably could not have gained admission to their 
respective lodges at all, except on condition of leaving the country. The 
remedy for this evil, it would seem, has already been applied in some quar
ters, and it is to be hoped the disease will npt spread, now that its exciting 
cause is distinctly traced . 

The difficulty between the Grand Master Hyam, of California, referred to 
last year, was spread somewhat widely before the Grand Lodges of the 
country, which met at a later day than ours, and were promptly passed upon 
by able committees. They have been adjusted in a manner to suggest a 
salutary caution to all concerned, and we do not deem it necessary to detail 
them at this time. It is proper' simply to state, that, in the judgment of all 
who have investigated the troubles, the Grand Master, on the one hand, 
claimed and exercised powers which were doubtful or unwarranted, and that 
his accusers in the Grand Lodge, on the other hand, censured him unjustly 
in some particulars. It is gratifying to find that the parties have been able 
to settle these difficulties so promptly, and enter on their more important 
work. 

APPEALS FOR AID. 

In renewing their appealR for aid, our brothers in California have stated 
more fully the precise nature and reasons of their claims. It is not to aid 
in sustaining members made or received in their own lodges, but in re
lieving them of a burden of debt incurred in that prompt exercise of charity 
which relieved the early sufferings of multitudes who had gone t.o seek their 
fortunes from the lodges of the older states. It was an earnest call , in short 
for the eastern lodges to aid in sustaining or relieving their own members
to refund some portion of the money which had been paid into their treasuries. 
Whether Maine has not good reason to respond to this call, and share in 
lifting this burden of debt, the committee will submit to the consideration 
of this body. 
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DIFFICULTIES IN NEW YORK. 

The jurisdiction of New York is still rent in a manner to call for the sym
pathy and wise counsels of sister Grand Lodges. It is not deemed necessary 
to re-open the questions which we have so fully discussed and passed upon 
in previous reports, but it seems to your committee that a decided word 
should he spoken by all the Grand Lodges, in relation to those who still dis
turb the peace of that state, and wrong the order whose name they bear. It 
will be remembered that this Grand Lodge, like most of the others, has de
cided to recognize but one Grand Lodge in New York-the one of which 
Chancellor Walworth was last year installed theM. W. Grand Master. It 

may be known that his installation was protested against by some able mem
bers of the Grand Lodge, and certain objections urged on account of opinions 
or declarations ascribed to him in the dark hours of persecution, but which 
were promptly explained and the objections obviated. 

It may also be known that at a convention of a large number of subordi
nates, chiefly in the western part. of the state, during the year, they adopted 
a resolution to the effect that it is expedient to divide the Grand Lodge of 
the state into two jurisdictions. The remonstrance against this, in many of 
the Grand Lodges, has been prompt and earnest. And why should it not be 1 

Why will not our brothers in that great state, be content to heal all their 
dissensions, and live and labor and love as brethren ought to do 1 This cease
less love of change-this impatience under trial-this alienation-is not right 
nor honorable. It is not worthy of the men, or their mission as masons. 
Let them cease from all other strifes and desires till they have overcome the 
elements of disunion which the demon of discord bas sown in their fruitful 
soil. The hour of trial may be dark, but the day of deliverance will dawn 
the more cheeringly, if they watch for the morning with their lamps trimmed 
and burning. We will not despair of their patient endurance, or their final 
victory. Kind counsels and fraternal mediation is offered in various quar
ters. One proposition, emanating from a distinguished source, we present 
as worthy of consideration. It is as follows:-

"SAINT Loms, Oct. 1st, 1853. 
"In looking calmly at the affairs of Masonry in the State of New York, 

and the causes as developed in the long continued strife aud confusion in 
t hat jurisdiction, I am induced to make an effort to settle the conflict, restore 
peace and harmony, or, in the event of a failure, to advise a separation, in 
order to avoid the consequences which must inevitably result from their 
present reckless al)d unmasonic course. 

"After mature reflection, 1 am fully convinced that it is the bounden duty 
of the several Grand Lodges of the Union, to make one simultaneous effort 
to settle the difficulties there pending, or take such action as will free them
selves from all participation, or affiliation, with the discord now stalking 
abroad in that portion of the masonic vineyard, and by which legitimate 
Masonry is made to bleed at every pore. 

"But how shall so desirable an event be accomplished, is a question, tbe 
solution of which requires the united wisdom of the several Grand Lodges 
of the Union. 
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"That the best interests of the craft imperiously demand the speedy ad
justment of these difficulties, none crtn doubt who have paid any attention 
to their proceedings, and that thus far they have been unable to settle their 
differences, with such assistance as the several Grand Lodges have given 
them, is eqnally certain; for it is a lamentable fact, that every effort hitherto 
made, has bnt increased the storm, and widened the breach to such an 
extent, that it is now impossibl e to recognize any of tbe beautiful and sublime 
workings of Masonry in their midst, or to ascertain with any certainty who 
and who are not worthy of our confidence and esteem. 

" With these impressions, and others that will readily suggest tbemselvPs 
to all who reflect on the cause and effect of such things in connection with 
Masonry, I have deemed it my duty, as the chairman of forei~Zn correspond
ence of the Grand Lodge of Missouri, to consult you by letter and elicit from 
you as well as from my brethren in the several states, your views on the un
happy state of affairs in that jurisdiction, and thus prepare tile Grand Lodges 
of tl1e United States for one vigorous and timely effort to banish forever tile 
discord now existing among our brethren of New York. 

"In view of tbe mrtgnitud e of the subject, I would venture the following 
su.ggest ion: that the Grand Lodges of MassachuRetts and Virginia, because 
they m·e the oldest, be appointed by the several Grand Lodges as arbitrators 
to settle the entire difference, to hear all parties, and dispose of all questions 
in connection with the conflict now raging in N<>w York, at least so far as 
ancient craft Masonry is concerned or compmmitted; and in case of disa
greement or inability to settle tbe difficulties aforesairl, they shall be em
powered to call to their airl a similar committee from any Grand Lodge juris
diction they may tbink prope r. 

"To carry out the foregoing views, with your concurrence, I expect to 
append to my next report the following resolutions: 

"1. That the Gmnd Lodges of Massachusetts and Virginia are hereby 
fraternally solicited eacb to appoint a committee on behalf of the Grand 
Lodges of the United States, to examine anrl adjust all diffPrences existing 
among the fraternity in the State of New York; and the Grand Lodge of 
New York is hereby fraternally requested to subwit the entire difficulties of 
that jurisdiction to thf' aforesaid committee, so far as the same is connected 
with ancient craft Masonry; that all parties interested be permitted and re
quired to lay their grievances before the said committee, that they may be 
finally and forever healed. 

"2. Should the· aforesaid committee of Massachusetts and Virginia be 
unable to adjust the differences thus submitted to them, they are hereby 
empowered to call to tlleir assistance an equal number of brethren from any 
other Grar.d Lodge in the Union. 

"I have forwarded a copy of the foregoing to the Secretary or Chairman of 
Foreign Corresponrlence of each Grand Lodge in tbe Union, and will be 
pleaserl to hear from you on tbe subject, at your earliest convenience. 
Masonry has suffered so much from the unhappy differences which have agi
tated that jurisdiction, that, in my opinion, it behooves the craft throughout 
this continent to look well to the future. 

"Fraternally, JOSEPH FOSTER." 

If the brethren of New York will listen to counsels like the above, and 
call to tlleir aid a committee of reference so able as Virginia and Massachu
setts can give them, we see no reason to doubt that a final settlement can be 
made, honorable to all who are willing to do right. In tbe meantime, we 
cheerfully submi.t, as expressing happily our own views, the very able and 
carefully drawn report of a committee of the Grand Lodge of Massacllusetts, 
in relation to the duty of other Grand Lodges while the difficulties in New 
York are unsettled. 
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"REPORT. 

"To theM. W. Grand Lodge of Massachusetts: 
"At the quarterly communicatio n of this M. W. Grand Lodge, in Septem

ber last, the following vote was referred to the undersigned, with instructions 
to consider and report on the subjec t therein embraced: 

"'Voted, That a committee he appointed to take into consideration what 
inst ructions should be given to the loclges in this state in reference to visiting 
members of subordinate lodges from New York.' 

"Affecting as it does, to some exten t , the free and brotherly intercourse 
whi ch this Grand LodgA, for nearly three-quarters of a century, bas sustained 
to brethren hai lin g from a neighboring jurisdiction, your committee could 
not fail LO regard the subject-matter of the inquiry contemplated by the fore
going resolntion, as of the highes t importance. And they have endeavored 
to conduct the necessary invest igation, impressed with a deep sense of the 
obligations res ting upon them and all good masons, to regard those things 
which make for pe~tce, while sePking to maintain the integrity of those fun
damen tal laws and principles which are essential to the purity and preserva
tion of our ancient nnd honored institution . 

"Your committee cannot enter upon this report without an expression of 
their deep regt·et a t the condition of the fraternity in New York, as deve l
oped by their investigation. Dissensions among brethren of the same bouse
bold of faith; are to be lamented; but, constituted as human nature is, they 
are not, unfortunately, always to be avoided, We find them in all the various 
orders and cla~ses of SrJciety-ia the fami!y circle-in the Christian church. 
They began while the world was yet in its infancy, and they will end only 
with the consummation of the great purpose for which man and the world 
were created. It is one of th e designs of Masonry , and the tendency of its 
subl11ne teachings, so to subdue and harmonize the passions of its disciples, 
as to lessen the frequency of such differences, and to soften their asperity 
whenever, from unavoidable or other causes, they may unhappily occur. No 
merely human institution can do more than this . And wherever this great 
purpose of Masonry bas been accomplished-wherever the beneficent spirit 
of its teachings has been allowed to work its way into the heart-there the 
door of reconcilation is found thrown back upon its hinges-w ide open to 
the free entrance of the spirit of peace. May we not still hope for the real
ization of this truth-a liv ing manifestation of its redeeming power-at the 
bands of our unreconciled brethren in New York 1 Have we not a masonic 
and moral ri ght to expect so much of them 1 Or must we be driven to the 
sad conclusion, that the ir actions are never to correspond with their profes
sions 1 

"Your committee have uot des ired, nor are they instructed hy your vote, 
to extend their inquiries into the causes which h>~.ve led to the unhappy divi
sions that exist among our brethren in New York; nor yet to seek the means 
of reconciling them. Neither would they assume to dictate to the Grand 
Lodge of that or any other state, as to its duty in the governm ent of its 
lodges, or in the admiuistration of its internal affairs. With these they 
would not unnecessarily interfere; nor, ind eed, from any consideration other 
than that they are so conducted as to endanger those essemial landmarks 
which were set up by the ancient fathers in Masonry, as guides for the gov
ernment and preservation of our institution, in its purity and integrity. They 
have, therefore, limited their investigations to the actual condition of the order 
in New York, with a view to recommend, for the action of th is Grand Lodge, 
such protective measures as the exigencies of the case submitted for their 
consideration, seem to demand . 

"From the best sources of information of which your committee have 
been a bl e to avail themselves, they learn that there are at the present time, 
in the city of New York, the following organizations, exercising control over 
the three degrees of ancient craft Masonry: · 

"1. The Grand Lodge of the State of New York, over which the Hon. 
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Reuben H. Walworth presides as Grand Master. This body bas under its 
jurisdiction about two hundred and fifty lodges,-seventy of which are located 
in the city. This number includes, with the exceptions hereafter named , all 
those spurious lodges, which, prior to the year 1851, were working under the 
body known as St. John's Grand Lodge, and had been unlawfully created 
by that illegal organization. And it way not be out of place here to notice, 
that those lodges, and their members-the latter numbering about one thou-

. sand-were, at the time of the 'union,' received and acknowledged by the 
lawful Grand Lodge, by a resolution of reconciliation, agreed upon by the 
parties. It is true, that many of the persons so received, are among the bes t 
and most steadfast masons in the city; and, as men, are of much respecta
bility. But it is also true, that many of them are among that class of masons 
who reflect no honor on the in stitution. 

"2. The Philips Grand Lodge, so called, over which the Hon. Mordecai 
Myers pres ides as Grand Master. It will be recollected, that this is the body 
which separated from the lawful Grand Lodge, at the eventful session of 
1849. It has under its jurisdiction, at the present time, twenty-two lodges, 
as follows: 

"No. 1. 
4. 

19. 
20. 
21. 
23. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
54. 
56. 
64. 
66. 
69. 
94. 

106. 
141. 
142. 
143. 

St. John's,* 
St. Patrick's. 
Fortitude, 
Abrams,t 
Washington, 
Adelphi, 
Albion, 
Mount Moriah, 
Benevolent,t 
German Union, 
Hohenlinden, 
Lafayette,§ 
Richmond, 
Naval,§ 
Strict Observance, 
Manitou, 
Oltmans. 
Rising Sun, 
Mount Moriah, 
Delta, 
Hiram. 
--,(new,) 

New York City. 

Brooklyn. 
New Y?[k City. 

Brooklyn. 
New York City. 
Staten Island . 
New Y?[k City. 

Yonkers. 
Albany. 
Brooklyn. 

Staten Island. 
"The number of masons affiliated with these lodges, and acknowledging the 

authority of the parent body, is estimated at about seven hundred. They 
are illegal or recusant masons, and cannot be lawfully admitted into any 
regular lodge in t he country; but it is undoubtedly true, that they frequently 
visit and are received by lodges in other states. Whether this is done with 
a knowledge of their true masonic character and relations, it is impossible to 
say. Th ey are mainly highly respectable as men, and your committee can
not doubt, that many of them are conscientious in their persistence in what 
they believe to be their inherent and legal rights. All that need be said 
farther in relation to them, is, that this Grand Lodge, in common with their 
brethren throughout the world, has decided that they a re in the wrong. 

"3. St. John's Grand Lodge. This spurious body, which was merged in 
the Grand Lodge of New York in 1851, was revived on Sunday, the 12th of 

•There a re four lodges of this name, and three of the same name and number in New 
York. 

t There are three lodges of this name in the city. 
:1: There are three lodges of this name, and two of the same name and number in the 

city. 
§There are two of this name aud number. Also two under the name of Franklin

one irregular. 



1854.] Grand Lodge of Maine. 341 

June last, by two seceding lodges from the lawful Grand Lodge, with the co
operation of its former Grand Master, and other members of city lodges. 
The name of its first officer is Richard Thum; and it has under its jurisdic
tion, three lodges, viz: Benevolent and Key-Stone, (old,) and Freeman, 
(new,) with about two hundred avowed adherents. 

"4. :Foreign lodges. There are two of this class of lodges in the city, work
ing under warrants from the Grand Lodge of Hamburg, viz: Pythagoras 
and Franklin, numbering about one hundred and thirty members. The first 
named lodge was formrrly under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of 
New York; but, becoming dissatisfied with the management of that body, or 
from some other canse, it a few years since surrendered its charter, and took 
out a new warrant under the Grand Lodge of Hamburg. Both of these 
lodges are so far irregular, as not to allow of their recognition by the Grand 
Lodges in this country. Independently of this circumstance, they are believed 
to be well conducted and respectable bodies. 

"5. Scottish Rite Lodges. There are two spurious lodges of this rite in the 
city, viz: St. John's, No. 1, and La Sincerite, No. 2, witb, it is supposed, 
about one hundred adherents. The person who formerly presided over the 
St. John's Grand Lodge, and has probably caused the brethren in New York 
more trouble, and brought more shame on the institution there, than any 
oth er mason in the city ; and who, it is understood, has recently been a 
second time expelled and cast off by his Grand Lodge, is at the bead of the 
schismatic body and imposture, under which these "pretended lodges are 
working. 

" It will be seen from the foregoing, that there are five classes of lodges in 
the city of New York. Four of these classes are made up of unlawfullodges,
arnounting in the aggregate to twenty-nine,*-all actively at work and mul
tiplying. The number of members affiliated with them, is from ten to twelve 
hundred,-all of whom, by the rnles of Masonry, are to be regarded as irreg
ular and clandestine masons; and, as such, to be exclnded from all regular 
lodges. In addition to tht:se, there are a large number of brethren, who, 
though in regular standing in their lodges, are, nevertheless, either in open 
rebellion, or secretly engaged in fomenting dissension among the craft, and · 
in attempts to subvert the lawful authority of the Grand Lodge of their state. 
Your committee are fully aware of the extreme delicacy of this point of the 
inquiry; but they cannot allow the fact, that such a dangerous and suicidal 
state of things exists,-not only in many of the lodges in the city, but in the 
bosom of the Grand Lodge itself,-to pass unnoticed and nnrebuked. They 
desire to put upon it, and upon those masons who ba ve so far forgotten their 
obligations and duties as to be engaged in it, the stamp of reprobation. Their 
conduct is not only pregnant with destruction to the peace of their own 
Grand Lodge, but is subversive of all masonic law and government. It is 
setting an example, the evil influence of which, if not checked in its incip
iency, cannot fail to disturb the peace of other jurisdictions than that of 
New York. Far better for the repose of their Grand Lodge, and the wel
f>tre of the fraternity abroad, that such members should secede, and join its 
more honorable, because more open and manly, enemies. 

"In view of the preceding facts, and of the unfortunate condition of the 
order in our sister state,-in view, also, of the dangers to which our own 
lodges are continually exposed, from the great difficulty of ·distinguishing 
the true from the fa lse, among the many visiting brethren from New York, 
who are daily knocking at their doors for admission, your committee recom
mend, as a protective measure, the adoption, by this Grand Lodge, of the 
following resolutions: 

"ReBolved, That the lodges under the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge 
are hereby instructed to require of all persons assuming to be masons, and 
hailing from the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of the State of New York, 
who may apply at their doors for admission as visito·rs, (unless known and 
avouched, by a brother present, to be as herein provided,) a diploma, or 

"It is probable there may be others, not known to your committee. 
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certificate, under the signature and official seal of the R. W . G. Secretary of 
the Grand Lodge of the State of New York, of which theM. W. and Hon. 
Reuben H. Walworth is Grand Master, certifying that the brother therein 
named was made a mason in a regularly alHl duly constituted lodge, 
which, at the time of said making, was working under the authority of a 
constitutional and lawfully organized Grand Lodge; that the said brother 
is now in regular standing as a mason; and that he is no schismatic, or dis
turber of the harmony of the craft; but true in his allPgiance, and obedient 
to the laws and authority of the Grand Lodge of New York, aforesaid. 

"Resolued, That in case the person named in said diploma, or certificate, 
was made a mason in an unlawful or irregularly formed lodge, or under any 
authority wbicb, at the time of said making, was not recognized by this 
Grand Lodge, then, and in that case, said diploma, or certific11te, shall cer
tify, under the signature and official se11l of the R. W. tbe Grand Secretary 
of the Grand Lodge of New York, afores11id, tbat the brother therein named, 
has been duly and lawfully' healed' and obligated, by competent authority, 
and in the only form and manner sanctioned by the usages and customs of 
Masonry; that he is now in good and honorable repute and standing as a 
mason, obedient to the laws, and acknowledging the jurisdiction and su
preme authority of the only lawful Grand Lodge of the State of New York, 
aforesaid. 

"Resolved, That the lodges under the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, 
are hnreby strictly forbidd en, under the penalty of forfeiture of charter , to 
receive as visitor.~. or hold masonic intercourse with any persons hailing 
from the jurisdiction of tbe Grand Lodge of New York, who do not furnish 
the evidence required by the preceding resolutions, of their regularity and 
present good standing as masons. 

"Respectfuliy submitted, 
SIMON w. ROBINSON, 
EDWARD A. RAYMOND, 
E. M. P. WELLS, 

J . V. C. s~riTH, 
THOMAS l{ESTIEAUX, 

Boston, Dec. 12, 5853. Committee." 

Your committee believe this report covers the whole question admirably, 
and furnishes safe ground for this Grand Lodge to stand upon. 

PHYSICAL DEFORMITY. 

The committee are happy to find evidence that the views presented by the 
special committee on physical deformity , and adopted by this Grand Lodge, 
at its last session, are likely to harmonize the great body of masons in our 
country. Few things in the proceedings of this Grand Lodge, have been 
more censured than the article of our constitution upon this point, yet the 
natural interpretation of it, as given in last year's report, harmonizes per
fectly with the able report to the General Grand Chapter, at its late session, 
and the resolution adopted by that body. It is as fo11ows: 

"Your committee, then, having treated the question as one resting upon 
constitutional, paramount authority, and not upon mere regulation; having 
investigated the authority which, in their opinion, should govern the decision 
upon it, and having satisfied themselves that the subject matter is not a 
question of mere policy, but one which involves an' ancient landmark' of the 
order, have reached the unavoidable conclusion, that it is competent and 
masonically lawful for Royal Arch Chapters, as well as Blue Lodges, to 
confer the n~pective degrees of Masonry, properly conferrable by each, upon 
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all candidates whose dejects of bodily qualifications are not such a~ to pre
vent them from conforming literally to what the several degrees 1·espectively 
require of them. If their physical capacities enable tbem to do tbis, they 
are admissible, and can comply with every requisition of the order. 

•· Your committee are perfectly aware tbat the Ahiman Hezon contains a 
different rule, and requires a candidate to be perfect in every bodily qualifi
cation; but they have already said that they do not acknowledge that work 
as authority, when it conflicts with the constitutions of Anderson. 

"Resolved, That it is incompetent for Hoyal Arch Chapters to confer the 
respective degrees of Masonry upon candidates whose physical defects are 
such as to prevent them from conforming literally to all the requirements of 
those degrees." 

MOR.A.L DEFORMITY. 

One part of our proceedings last year brings to light a serious case of 
moral deformity which is somewhat freely criticised in various quarters. It 
is the action of this body in relation to the case sent up from Meridian 
Splendor Lodge, detailing the conduct of the Master of said lodge, and the 
complaint from Hising Virtue Lodge. After spreading all the details of this 
case upon the pages of t!Jeir report, the committee of correspondence of the 
Grand Lodge of Connecticut remark : 

"T!Je action of the en lightened Grand Lorlge of Maine, strikes us as rather 
strange. When a subordinate lodge, or its Master, so far loses sight of the 
principles of Masonry, as to violate, deliberately and wil lfully, the laws of 
the Grand Lodge, and that, too, in spite of the earnest remonstrance of a 
Grand officer; and especia lly, when , to this violation of written law, is added 
an utter disregard of th e first principle of Masonry, which requires that a 
candidate for the honors of Masonry shall be 'of good report;' when a ma
sonic lodge will so far demean itself as LO admit within its walls a candidate 
who is ·so d1·unk at the time a.~ to render it d~fficult for him to either 
walk or speak,'-it does appear to your committee, that for the Grand Lodge 
merely to pass a 'vote of censure' against such lodge or master, is not meas
uring punishment according to the enormity of the offence. We doubt 
whether there is another Grand Lodge iu the United States, that would not 
have promptly annulled the charter of the offending lodge, and expelled its 
master from all the rights and benefits of Mationry ,-and we are surprised 
that this course was not pursued by the Gra11d Lodge of Maine." 

This criticism comes with all the more keenness, from the well-know can
dor and courtesy of the excellent chairman, while on the same page, as in 
previous reports, he pays a very high compliment to this Grand Lodge and 
the reports of its committee. Similar criticisms from other quarters are not 
very flattering to our sense of honor or acknowledged temperance principle. 
They cannot be very flattering compliments to the "meridian splendors" ot 
our masonic jurisdiction, but it is hoped they may be salutary as they are 
just. It is reasonable that brethren who thus criticize, should be aware that 
this Grand Lodge has bad so little occasion for discipline, that for first 
offences she may be allowed to lean towards the side of mercy. Sboulrl not 
this mild treatment effect a cure, we can safely pledge the fidelity of this 
Grand Lodge to a course of treatment which will effectually reach the disease. 
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FRATERNAL NOTICES. 

It is with special pleasure that your committee meet with the most friendly 
notices from all parts of the Union, of the doctrines and discussions which 
have been published in the proceedings of this Grand Lodge. We have re
peatedly referred to this feature in the communications of past years. In 
no previous year have these cordial responses been so full and varied as in 
the reports now before us. It would be easy to fill many pages with the 
most cordial approbation of the various discussions embraced in our reports. 
They come to us from the far south, the far west, and from the great central 
valley. ·Whole pages are copied and endorsed with a heartiness never an· 
ticipated by the committee. They are alluded to merely as an illustration 
of the growing interest felt all over our country, through all branches of our 
order, in the higher questions of morals, the great problems of human im
provem~nt, and the progress of our race towards a higher standard of per
fection. The only unfriendly criticism we have noticed, is one which so 
clearly misapprehends the subject referred to, that we copy it as a curiosity. 
It is from the report of the Grand Lodge of Arkansas, for November, 1853. 

"The Committee on Foreign Correspondence devote a large portion of 
their report to what they are pleased to term 'the relations of Freemasonry 
to the moral and religious element in mao, and its affinity for the religions 
of the world.' 

"Their remarks on this subject · evince much learning and ability, but 
savor more of philosophical speculation than practical masonic utility ; and 
whilst we approve of many of the noble sentiments which they utter, and 
would glfldly copy them for the benefit of the fraternity in this jurisdiction, 
if our limited space would allow of it, we do not concur in all their conclu
sions. 

"We agree with them in their conclusion, that Masonry is not a substi
tute for religion, and that, on the other hand, religion does not supersede 
or render useless the institution of Masonry-that both have their appropri
ate spheres and purposes; but we do not coincide with them in what would 
seem to be the leading feature of their argument, that Masonry and es
pecially ancient craft Masonry, recognizes and enjoins the Christian religion 
in exclusion of al.l other religions. 

"Masoury clearly teaches the existence of God, the resurrection of the 
dead, the immortality of the soul, and future rewards and punishments, but 
as to the peculiar modes and forms of religion, every brother is left to the 
dictates of his own conscience, and to his own preference of religious organ
izations and creeds. 

"If Masonry were to undertake to prescribe any peculiar creed, in detail, 
it would be the source of the same unhappy divisions and strifes which have 
disturbed the harmony of the religious world, and would mar that universal 
concord which prevails among the vast numbers who offer up their devotions, 
around her altars, to the true and ever-living God." 

How very singular, that our Arkansas brothers do not see their total mis
apprehension of our argument, when they speak of its " leading feature" as 
being "that Masonry, and especially ancient craft Masonry, recognizes and 
enjoins the Christian religion in exclusion of all other religions! " How is 
it possible to make this mistake, while the very point to be illustrated was 
"the relations of Freemasonry to the moral and religious element in man, 
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and its affinity for the religions of the world I " If our brothers will re-ex
amine that argument, they will see that this thought pervades it, and that 
the historical illustration developes clearly the progress of Masonry along 
with the religions of all nations, not stoppin g in its · onward course to stag
nate with either of the older types, but traveling on till it welcomes the ad
:vent of Christianity, and adopts the Baptist and the Evangelist as its patron 
saints, and recognizes the "stone which the builders refused as the head 
stone 'of the corner." Do our brothers not concur in these " conclusions" 1 

PROGRESS OF IDEAS .A.ND PRINCIPLES. 

No features of the Grand Lodge correspondence are more delightful than 
the great moral truths-the weighty and eternal principles of virtue and 
morality which are more and more fully interwoven in the addresses of 
Grand Masters and reports of their Deputies, the communications of Grand 
Secretaries, the reports on foreign correspondence, and the numerous ora
tions on public occasions, which come to us from all parts of the country. 
Many of these reports display a thoroughness of research into the history rif 
the past, in its dim and shadowy distance, there finding the germs of ideas 
which gradually come into the light of day. Some seize upon the history of 
its legislation, and elaborate its organic Jaws-others seize its cherished em
blems-the 1mplements or working tools of the craftsmen, and wield them 

with a master's hand, in fashioning the rough elements of our untutored 
natures to rules of action and forms of beauty and grace-thus the varied 
gifts and diverse culture of masters and teachers blend in the schools of 
instruction, each borrowing ideas and methods from his brother, while im

parting his own light, and using, as best he may, the full measure of his 
gifts, the rich treasures of his experience. 

It is delightful to witness the progress of a single year in putting rich 
thoughts upon the wing. The change in this respect, sfnce your committee 
first began to .trace the movements of the Gnmd Lodges, is surprisingly 
great. Then, the reports, with few exceptions, were comparatively lifeless, 
wanting in method, in aim and in results; now, they come to us earnest, 
vitalized, pregnant with ideas, principles, motives, and manliness. A gen
erous emulation spreads from state to state-each noble endeavor rouses 
several others to equal or excel-" mind acts on mind," and subjects rough 
natures to its sway. A sort of inspiration, a kindling of the fires of genius is 
manifest, which, if wisely fostered, will lead to blessed results in the pros
perity of our order, and the welfare of our race. It were an easy, as well as 
pleasant task to fill this report with beautiful gems from scores of eminent 
masters, whose gifted pens are moved by this magic spell. Take a passage 
from the address of Bro. Kinkead, the Grand Orator of Kentucky, before the 
Grand Lodge, In September, 1853: 

"An instance at this time is going th.e rounds of the press, strange above 
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all the romance of fiction, exhibiting the universal sympathy cherished in 
the true mason's heart. I allude to the expedi tion that has lately embarked 
from our shores to seek for that undaunted explorer, Sir John Franklin. The 
r esponses of the eminent brother, Dr. Kane, the commander of this expedi
tion, to the farewell acldresses given him, as he touched at NewFoundland, 
on his way to the North Pole, should be written in living characters upon 
every true mason's heart. Hear it, and treasure it as a precious memorial 
of masonic e loquence: 

"'No language that I can command, could give utterance to the feelings it 
has awakened in my heart, to be thus received by brethren and Englis h111 en, 
and thus parted with, on leaving this portion of the Briti sh territory, {lerhaps 
the last we may touch at on our way, is indeed most cheering to my spirit, 
and encouraging to rny hopes; for the cause in which I am em barked, is one 
which involves the feeling of universal brotherhood, bound by no limits and 
contracted by no sectarian views or national prejttdices, for it springs from 
a sympathy that embraces the wide family of man, and extends its efforts 
to relieve, wherever suffering, distress, or want, mark out a path for it to 
follow. 

"• Such a feeling and such a sympathy is that which sent forth one hun
dred and thirty-eight of your brave countrymen, who are now locked up in 
those distant regions whither the coll!·se of our expedition is directed, ancl. 
should it be our lot to pass a period of our time in the long night which in 
those regions succeeds the day, amid a frozen wiklernP.ss, in the deep soli
tude of darkness so palpably dense as to be alm ost tangible-where, over 
tbe wide waste of desolation, unbroken silence reigns-still, even there, de
spondency will find no rest in g-place in our bosoms, but the ch eering hope 
will animate them, that when the d~y shall again dawn upon us, a t right and 
glorious morrow will brPak forth, to be rend crEod hrig.hter anct more gl0rious 
still, by the crowning of our hopPs, and the rewa rrl of all our ~nxicties and 
toil s, in the recovery and restitution to society of England's nobly enterpris
iug son, your countryman, and mutually our brother-Sir J ohn F1anklin.' 

" In the opinion of many scientific men , Sir J ohn :Franklin may yet be dis
covered and rescued. We can then imagine the scene that would trans(lire 
in those chee rless lands, where for eight years he I.H\S waited the approach of 
succor. A company from their ice-bound borne are watching anxiously the 
coming of distant S!li ls. As the vessels appro11ch nearer, hope awakens 
within their hearts; they look at each other and whisper of deliverance. 
Still nearer comes their unknown visitor. One among that isolated company 
catches the sight of an emblem, a symbol painted upon the foresail of the 
foremost vesse l. He recognizes it, and his heart swells wi th emotion. 
Would you know the cause of this sudden gush of feeling 1 It is that time
honored and world-wide symbol of .Freem11sonry , the square and compass, 
that the gallant Kane bas inscribed upon his sails! Oh, what feel ings does 
it excite in the heart! bow it carries back the memory to scenes long left, 
over which despair had drawn a dark veil of oblivion!" 

We select a page also from the report of the committee of the Grand Lodge 
of Mississippi: 

'"In the wisdom of the Almighty Architect of the universe, we are agaih 
called upon to make our annual report on the foreign correspondence of the 
Grand Lodge. During the year which has passed since your last grand 
communication, no change beca me visible in the general aspect of masonic 
affairs. Nothing of great moment has occurred, if we except t.he add ition of 
another Grand Lodge to the constellation of Grand Lodges of the United 
States, wi.Iich completes the zone of brotherly love, relie f and truth, which 
now encircles the earth. The grandest dream o! human progress aud civil
ization forty ye11rs ago, did not anticipate that less than centuries of labor 
and toi l of onr hardy pioneers, would open the way through our vast forests 
and over our vaster prairies, to the shores of the Pacific. Who then believed 
that before a half century had disappeared in the eternity past, that the 
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sound of the gavel with the Sabbath bell, would be heard in the valleys of 
the Willamette and Yuba, and re-echo among the cliffs of the Rocky Moun
tains? Nay, farther, that the joyful sounds should be wafted by the western 
breeze from the distant Sandwich Islands 1 Yet already our youthful sister 
of California greets the still younger Oregon, while Honolulu looks up to the 
former as a mother. Oregon not yet arrived to her majority as a political 
state, has already erected her Grand Masonic altar, on which to sacrifice the 
unholy passions of the human heart. Before quarrying the granite of her 
eternal hills, her moral ashier is already prepared for an eternal habitation. 
She claims that no mountain range shall form a barrier to her recognition 
as a legi timate child of Freemasonry, by her sisters of the great valley and 
the Atlantic. The mystic tie bas no measure-it can be severed by neither 
ocean, plain nor mountain, and to this we respond with our welcome and 
congratulations. Whether a Grand Lodge be held in the city of Portland, 
in the State of Maine, or in the village of Portland, in the Territory of Oregon, 
she is equa11y near and equally dear to us-entitled alike to the friend
ship and consideration of the Grand Lodge of the State of Mississippi. We 
greet our brethren of Oregon. 

"RECOGNITION OF 0REOON.-The Grand Lodge of Oregon was formed by 
a convention of masons, on the 13th day of September, 1852, at which were 
present the officers of Multnomah Lodge, No. 84, chartered by the Grand 
Lodge of Missouri; Willamette Lodge, No. 11, and Lafayette Lodge, No. 15, 
by that of Californ ia, and several Master Masons. The proceedings being in 
accordance VI itb a custom which has prevailed for the past fifty years in the 
United States, we present for your consideration a resolution recognizing 
that Grand Lodge. 
"RELI E~' TO CALIFORNIA.-There is no estimate of the amount of good 

which these young Grand Lodges 11nd our brethren of the distant west may 
be instruments, under Divine Providence, of performing, not only by the 
unobtmsive IJut certain infusion of masonic principles throughout this young 
nation in the west, hastily formed by a congregation from all parts of the 
globe, and not yet become homogeneous and national, and whose members, 
from locality or other circumstances, are inaccessible to higher teachings; 
and we should not only greatly rejoice in the prosperity of the craft there, 
but if necessary, gladly render them friendly and pecuniary assistance. 

"That the land which was flooding the world with her rich minerals-that 
this land of gold should require aid , was hardly realized last year, in consid
ering the application of the Grand Lodge of California, in behalf of her 
brethren. But on investigation, it appears that these individuals, in their 
zealous and most praiseworthy effort during the prevalence of an epidemic, 
and a period of great distress, established a masonic hospital, and the bene
ficiaries were so numerous, that those brethren became deeply, and in some 
instances, ruinously involved, their private resources exhausted , and a debt 
of several thousand dollars incurred, which still bangs over them. 

"To be relieved from this burden, the appeal was made last year to the 
geuerosity of the Grand Lodges of the United States, which appeal bas been 
renewed this year. The debt, we believe, is about fourteen thousand dol
lars. For the few members of lodges who have been made there, or have 
affiliated, this amount is large. We cannot resist this appeal. Texas bas 
generously donated two hundred and fifty dollars for this purpose, as 
well as oue hundred and fifty dollars to Union Lodge, at Panama. We 
submit a resolution for your approval, and though we think a statement 
of the facts sufficient, we offer one suggestion in its support. We may 
be only returning the money expended for the benefit of some of our 
own initiates, who may have floated westward with the human flood in 
search of wealth among the golden sands of the Pacific, but whom misfor
tune and disease have overtaken, and destitute and friendless, far from borne 
and among strangers, they must have perished, but for the timely assistance 
furnished them by that noble band of brothers." 

These passages, selected almost at random, illustrate what we mean by 

23 
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the progress of ideas and principles through the genius and institutions of 
Freemasonry. A blessed day will it be for us, when such sentiments and 
sympathies mould our opinions, pervade our affections, and control our 
lives. 

.A. GENERAL GRAND LODGE. 

Your committee rejoice in the evidence that their labor has not been in 
vain, which bas been devoted to the establishment of a General Grand 
Lodge. Not that such a body has been created or even the purpose to es
tablish one decided upon. Indeed, the resolution adopted at the convention 
in Kentucky, last September, was expressly," that, in their opinion, it is in
expedient at this time, to attempt the formation of a General Grand Lodge." 

This was unquestionably the best result to which the convention could 
have attained at that time. If we mistake not the signs of the times and the 
interests of the craft, the whole tendency of this movement, and the action 
of that convention, is to bring about a General Grand Lodge in the best pos
sible mode, and at the right time. It would be, of necessity, a work of time 
-a result of careful deliberation-the fruit of fraternal sympathy and love. 
The necessity of some organization to reach the objects contemplated by a 
General Grand Lodge, is now plainly recognized, and it matters little whether 
we call it a National Confederation or a General Grand Lodge. Its mission 
must be the same in either case, and this cannot fail to be seen and felt. 
The prejudices against a General Grand Lodge, will give way and the 
masonic charity and courtesy which can fraternize in the objects necessarily 
aimed at in the proposed Confederation, will inevitably tend by the laws of 
attraction, to the very thing we have urged repeatedly upon the Grand 
Lodges of the country. 

The doctrines put forth by this Grand Lodge, last year, and the year 
before, are leavening the whole country with a directness and force delight
ful as it is unexpected. It would not be at all surprising if the convention 
proposed at Washington, in January, 1855, should result in a General Grand 
Lodge, thoroughly matured and perfected. But there need be no tenacity 
as to names or favorite theories. It is hardly conceivable that such a con
vention should be held at Washington, for the "specific objects" proposed, 
and that the convention should mature a plan for disposing of such objects, 
without providing for future meetings as often at least, as once in three 
years. 

It will, ere then, be clearly seen that the General Grand Chapter has been 
silently, but surely, demonstrating its own utility, and thus disposing of the 
most perplexing objections against creating a GENERAL GRAND LoDGE. 
With these views, the committee cheerfully copy the proceedings of the na
tional convention, and will submit a resolution, in which they believe this 
Grand Lodge will heartily concur. 
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"NATIONAL MASONIC CONVENTION.-A convention of masonic delegates 
from several Grand Lodges in the United States, in attendance on the tri
ennial meeting of the General Grand Chapter and General Grand Encamp
ment, was held at the Masonic Hall, in the city of Lexington, State of Ken
tucky, on the 17th day of September, A. L., 5853, pursuant to previous request 
and notice. 

"On motion, M. W. Nathan B. Haswell, of Vermont, was appointed Presi
dent and R. W. John L. Lewis, Jr., of New York, and R. W. Eliphalet G. 
Storer, of Connecticut, were chosen Secretaries. 

"The following named delegates appeared, produced their credentials and 
took their seats in the convention as members:

" Maine.-M. W. A. B. Thompson. 
"Vermont.-M. W. Nathan B. Haswell, M. W. Philip C. Tucker. 
"Rhode Island.-M. W. William Field, W. J. A. D. Joslyn. 
"Connecticut.-M .. W. David Clark, R. W. Eliphalet G. Storer, R. W. 

George F. Daskam. 
"New York.-R. W. Ezra S. Barnum, R. W. John L. Lewis, Jr., W. Thomas 

C. Edwards. 
"The objects of the convention were briefly and pertinently stated by the 

President to be the consideration of a suitable plan to be presented for a 
National Grand Lodge, or Confederation of Grand Lodges of the masonic 
fraternit.y in the United States, for the speedy and final adjustment and de
cision of matters in difference, which may arise between the various Grand 
Lodges, to promote uniformity in work and to cultivate the general good of 
the fraternity. 

"On motion of M. W. Bro. Clark, of Connecticut, 
"Resolved, That representatives from other states, present, attending the 

General Grand Bodies and not accredited as delegates, be invited · to take 
seats in the convention and participate in its proceedings. 

"Whereupon the following brethren enrolled their names:
"District of Columbia.-M. W. Benjamin B. French. 
"Kentucky.-M. W. Isaac Cunningham, R. W. Philip Swigert. 
"Illinois.-R. W. Lev! Lusk. 
"Georgia. -M. W. Philip T. Schley. 
"Michigan.__:R. W. Ezra Platt. 
" lndiana.-R. W. Isaac Bartlett. 
"Missouri.-R. W. Joseph Foster, W. G. H. Melody. 
"Alabama.--R. W. Amand P. Pfister. 
"Obio.-R. W. John Brown. 
"Mississippi.-R. W. Charles Kopperl. 
"Virginia.-R. W. John Wilson. 
"On motion of M. W. Bro. Tucker, of Vermont, 
"Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed, to report suitable reso

lutions, em bracing a plan of action for the consideration of this convention 
at an adjourned meeting. 

"The following brethren were appointed such committee, (M. W. Bro. 
Tucker having been, at his own request, excused from service thereon):

" M. W. A. B. Thompson; of Maine. 
" M. W. William Field, of Rhode Island. 
"M. W. Benjamin B. French, of District of Columbia. 
"M. W. David Clark, of Connecticut. 
"R. W. John L. Lewis, Jr., of New York. 
"The conven tion then adjourned to Monday evening. 
"MoNDAY EvENING, Sept. 19, 1853.-The convention re-assembled, pur

suant to .adjournment, M. W. Nathan B. Haswell presiding. 
"M. W. Bro. Thompson, of Maine, from the committee appointed for that 

purpose, submitted the following report, which, having been read and con
sidered, was unanimously adopted :-

"The committee appointed by the delegates of several Grand Lodges of 
the United States, assembled in convention at Lexington, Kentucky, Septem
ber, 1853, for the purpose of taking into consideration the proposition sub-



356 Proceedings of the [May 

mitted by the Grand Lodge of Maine, to form a • General Grand Lodge of 
the United States,' having duly considered the proposition, ask leave to 
report :-

,,That, in their opinion, it is inexpedient at this time to attempt the forma
tion of a General Grand Lodge; but from a free interchange of opinion 
among the delegates assembled, your committee believe that a proposition 
for a National Confederation, for specific objects, would meet the approba
tion of the several Grand Lodges of the Union. They therefore submit the 
following plan therefor:-

"1. That all matters of difficulty which may hereafter arise in any Grand 
Lodges, or between two or more Grand Bodies of the same orde.r, which 
cannot by their own action be satisfactorily adjusted or disposed of, shall, 
if the importance of the case or the common welfare of the fmternity de
mand it, be submitted, with accompanying evidence and documents to the 
several Grand Lodges, in their individual capacities; and the concurrent de
cision thereon of two-thirds of the whole number, officially communicated, 
shall be held authoritative, binding and final, on all parties concerned. 

" 2. That from and after the adoption of the foregoing proposition by 
two-thirds of the several Grand Lodges, its provisions shall be considered 
ratified, and all matters therein contemplated for adjustment, ~ball then and 
thereafter take the course prescribed. 

"3. That each of the Grand Lodges be requested to adopt a resolution 
(if they accede to the proposed measure) pledging themselves to abide the 
concurrent decisions of two-thirds of the several Grand Lodges, relating to 
all matters submitted to their action. 

" For the purpose of further maturing the plan for the proposed Confed
eration, your committee propose that the several Grand Lodges be respect
fully requested to send oue or more delegates each to a convention to be 
held at Washington, D. C., on the first Wednesday of January, 1855, to con
sider such propositions as may be submitted by the several Grand Lodges 
in relation thereto. 

"The committee further recommend that the proceedings of this conven
tion be officially communicated to the several Grand Lodges in the United 

.States. 
"All of which is respectfully submitted. 

·"LEXINGTON, KY., Sept. 19, 1853 . 

A. B. THO~IPSON, 
JOHN L. LEWIS, JR., 
B. B. FRENCH, 
DAV!ll CLARK, 
WJLLIA~l FIELD, 

Committee. 

... On motion of R. W. Bro. Swigert, of Kentucky, 
"Resolved, That the proceedings of this convention, attested by its officers, 

'be published under the direction of the Secretaries, and transmitted to the 
several Grand Lodges, and that their publication be respectfully requested 
·in the various masonic periodicals of the United States. 

"The convention then adjourned without day. 
NATHAN B. HASWELL, President. 

JoHN L. LEwis, JR.,} Secretaries. 
E. G. STORER, 

The committee recommend the· adoption of the following resolutions in 
relation to the action of the national masonic convention: 

1. R esolved, That this Grand Lodge re-affirms its repeated declarations 
of opinion that the formation of a General Grand Lodge, with appro~riate 
powers and limitations, would greatly advance the interests of our masonic 

•order in this country and throughout the world. 
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2. R esolved, That we believe the time bas fully come when this work can 
be undertaken with the fairest prospects of complete success. 

3. R esolved, That we cordially approve the action of our delegates at the 
convention whose proceedings are recorded above, and the proposition to 
call another convention at Washington, in January, 1855. 

4. Resolved, That this Grand Lodge will at this time select two delegates 
to the said convention, with discretionary power to co-operate in forming a 
General Grand Lodge of the United States, or to mature a Confederation for 
the "specific objects" which the interests of ancient craft Masonry in our 
country, require; and that theM. W. Grand Master be instructed to draw 
his order on the Grand Treasurer for their necessary expenses. 

5. R esolved, That so much of this report as pertains to the General 
Grand Lodge, be immediately printed and transmitted by the Grand Secre
tary to all the Grand Lodges of the country. 

The reasons for prompt action will be clearly seen, as a great portion of 
the Grand Lodges of the country will hold sessions between this time and 
the date fixed upon for the proposed convention. It is well that all of them 
should understand the position of Maine upon this question. 

OPERATIVE AND SPECULATIVE MASONRY. 

In many of the Grand Lodge reports, and in pablic addresses, there are 
found learned and critical disquisitions on the relations of operative and 
speculative Freemasonry. Some of these assume that the period of oper
ative Masonry has passed; and that now we have only the speculative type 
of it. Your committee do not altogether like this mode of treating the sub
ject. If we mistake not, there is danger that we shall have too much of the 
speculative and too little of the operative. We certainly need to apply vig
orously the operative, till we clear the masonic temple of all such rubbish as 
the Grand Lodge of Connecticut has noticed i~ the light of our •' meridian 
splendor." Doubtless, if the moral telescope were turned and swept through 
the galaxy of the Grand Lodges of the Union, or through their published re
ports, it would be easy to apply the "common gavel" with great force, even 
where jewelled emblems of authority clothe a nakedness of moral deformity 
unw01·thy of our order. We do not propose to cast stones, certainly while 
reminded that we live in glass houses; but we may well rejoice to see the 
earnestness of the overseers in many of the jurisdictions, in the inspection 
of their work and the application of the appropriate tests. We copy with 
great pleasure a page from the opening address of M. W. Archelaus M. 
Hughes to the Grand Lodge of Tennessee: 

"A mason's love and devotion to Masonry, can generally be measured by 
the amount of light and information he bas attained of the objects and prin
ciples of our order. Sbow me a bright mason, and I will show you an 
ardent lover of the craft. Cannot some means be devised for the more 
thorough instruction of our new members 1 The eleventh edict of this 
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Grand Lodge, does not effect the object of its passage. I would suggest that 
it be so amended as to require all those hereafter initiated in our lodges, 
to understand, and be able to repeat the entire lecture on the first degree in 
Masonry, before they are permitted to pass to the second; and so of the 
second, before they are raised to the third. If this were done, and its spirit 
and letter obeyed, we would hear no more of the want of uniformity in our 
work, or the scarcity of workmen in our lodges. All would und~rstand their 
duty, and be willing to perform it. Whilst we may be permitted to rejoice 
in the restoration of our time-honored institution to public confidence and 
esteem, let us enjoy our prosperity with meekness. Let us not, by our de
portment, furnish fuel to enkindle afresh the fires of persecution, which hale 
so long retarded our progress; let us cultivate a spirit of forgiveness, and 
unite our energies with the good and wise of all classes and conditions in 
life, in making men happier, by making them wiser. 

"Let me then, my brethren, in the relation we sustain to each other, urge 
you to sustain or adopt some system of education that will fulfill the require
ments of our whole duty-some system that will reach the wants of all the 
poor and destitute children of masons in our state; so that no mason's child 
within our borders shall be raised in ignorance. Much good has already 
been accomplished by union and concert of action. 

"We have, or should create for ourselves, a high standard of moral action. 
It is but just that the world should expect our lives and conduct to conform 
to our profession. We ought, then, to be circumspect in our deportment. 
The purity of our precepts can only be manifest by our actions. 'Walk 
worthy, then, of the vocation wherewith you are called; cultivate among 
yourselves a spi rit of unity, and withdraw yourselves from every brother 
that walketb disorderly, and not after the traditions of the order.' Be care
ful in guarding against all intemperance and excess. No wisdom, no reputa
tion, no public honors, can secure you against the desolating influence of 
intemperance. This fearful vice is found in the cottage and in the palace, 
in the church and in the halls of legislation, and, I fear, too often, in our 
lodges. It has robbed age of its support, youth and innocence of its protec
tion, and the domestic fireside of its peace and happiness. 

"And whilst we are careful to avoid the besetting sin of drunkenness and 
intemperance, let us remember that we are bound to abstain from another 
vice which I know is practiced by some of our brethren; I allude to the de
testable and unmasonic practice of swearing by, and invoking the solemn 
name of our great and glorious God, on the most trifling and frivolous occa
sions. This vice has not one motive or inducement, in my humble opinion, 
to sustain the practice of it. It is practiced by the vulgar, and that alone 
should constitute a good reaeon why masons should abstain from it, if no 
other. But it is in direct violation of the express command of Deity him
self: 'For our God is a jealous God, and will not hold him guiltless who 
taketh his name in vain.' 

"There is one other practice indulged in by evil disposed and uninstructed 
masons, occasionally, which, though not so sinful, is, if possible, more 
despicable in a man or mason ; I mean the habit of slandering and envying 
a worthy brother. I can find no language strong enough to express my con
tempt for it. It has no sanction in the teachings of Masonry, and no' good 
mason, and true' will be guilty of it. The noble eagle seldom condescends 
to prey upon a dead carcass; it is the flesh fly, the vilest of his t ribe, that 
instinctively finds, and alights upon the diseased parts of the sy8tem; so 
with the slanderer. He has praise for no one ; brotherly love, relief and 
truth have no abiding place in his b·osom, but envy, hatred and malice are 
always cherished by him. Such a man is unworthy the name of mason, 
much less the association of 'good men and true.'" 

This is what we may claim as the true operative Masonry which our order 
and this age and country greatly need. Let the master builders see to it 
that they "set the craft to work and give them proper instructions " in· this 
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department of labor. We must not rest satisfied with becoming merely in· 
telligent masons in the emblems and ceremonials of its ancient rituals. It 
is not enough that we become versed in the history and jurisprudence of the 
order. We must not feel that our work is done when we have perfected our 
organizations, and settled perplexing dificulties among the workmen. Tbere 
is a vital force to be imparted to all the energies which can give direction 
and impulse to the elevation of man and welfare of the world. 

Freemasonry will prove a splendid failure, if it does not aid in accom
plishing this work. Having the motive and opportunity to select its mate
rials and reject what is refuse and worthless; having working tools of 
plastic power, with which to mould these materials and fit them for their 
place in the temple; having principles of art to guide us, fixed and definite 
as our immovable jewels; and having before us a long array of masters and 
teachers, whose skill and work are fitted to inspire a lofty and generous 
emulation, and call forth our best endeavors; we shall deserve execration, 
if we do not contribute sometbing worthy of our high professions towards 
rearing a temple for the instruction of our common humanity-a bethel for 
purer worship-a Bethesda for healing the maladies which affiict our race, 
wbere tbe poor, the tempted and fallen shall find succor-the sick and sor
rowing shall find the balm of Gilead, and the "good physician," as well as 
good Samaritan. 

But we are at the same time admonished by past experience not to neglect 
this higher and nobler, practical work of operative Masonry. The age is 
now eminently practical. There is everywhere prevalent, scrutinizing all 
pretences, the searcbing questions, "What are your objects~ What are you 
doing~ What results do you propose 1 And where are the fruits of your 
labor~ Give us specimens of your work 1" These and the like challenges 
are to meet us at every door of the temple. If we cannot answer them 
honestly and without a blush, we may as well abandon our work as a failure. 
and "disperse into the country "-become hewers of wood and drawers of 
water, and no more pretend, to be master builders and overseers. The in
structive experience of those who were active workmen and careful watch
men, a quarter of a century ago, must not be lost upon us. We must not 
build the temple now with waste material-wood, hay and stubbfe, unless 
we desire to invite and hasten the day of fire, which shall prove every man's 
work of wbat sort it is. Fiercer flames will burn than those mere bonfires 
kindled by a Morgan and his satellites, if we prove recreant to our bigh 
calling. 

M.A.SONIO HISTORY. 

Many of the lodges and chapt!lrs of this country are just waking to the 
importance of seizing and fixing in a permanent and accessible form, the im
portant facts of their history. r: is an important work, and will be regarded 
far more imp.ortant, fifty years hence, than it is now. It is then important 
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for something to be done effectually, in gathering the scattered materials, 
many of which are still unwritten but treasured in faithful memories with 
true masonic affection, but which, with the fathers who cherish them, will 
soon pass from our reach. Your committee would suggest that some specific 
mode be devised and speedily put in operation, to gather such materials for 
the early history of Masonry in Maine, and place them on record, before 
they are lost to the world. Perhaps such. materials, if gathered, could be 
published in tbe Grand Lodge pr~ceedings, and form a part of the annual in
struction diffused among the lodges. Such an effort, if made, should not be 
content with merely collating the facts which are already on the records of 
the Grand Lodge and its subordinates, but materials should be gathered 
from the older and well instructed masons, who could now furnish them in 
abundance. Such materials, when gathered, would need careful revision 
and condensation, so as to convey in brief compass, the materials worth pre
serving for those who come after us. 

:MASONIC CHARITY AND CHARITY FUND. 

It is doubtless remembered, that in the address of M. W. Grand Master 
J . C. Humphreys, published in 1853, it was earnestly recommended that a 
charity fund be established and carefully fostered, with some practical hints 
upon the best mode of doing this. It was recommended that the District 
Deputy Grand Masters ascertain, and report each year, the amount of such 
fund in the several lodges, and report the same to the Grand Lodge. This 
suggestion was adopted as a part of the proceedings, and it il!l presumed has 
been attended to in their reports to be here presented. It should be under
stood that tbis movement has awakened a deep interest among the Grand 
Lodges of the country, whose subsequent proceedings bave reached us. 
The results of this movement in Maine, will have an important influence 
upon those who, in other states, are now marking its progress. It is hoped 
that the expectations thus awakened ma.y not be disappointed. 

:MASONIC PERMANENCY AND PROGRESS. 

It will be seen, especially by the subjects discussed in this and previous 
reports, that we are confidently expecting the permanency and progress of 
our institution. And wby not expect this 1 It is but a superficial view which 
the merest tyro of our craft ought to be ashamed of, to suppose that Masonry 
is to -vanish away or be superseded by modem impro-vements and devices. 
We have bad occasion to express this conviction in various forms, in previ
ous reports, but the time has come when we may as well do this somewhat 
thoroughly, that those not 9f our number, who may desire to know the 
reasons of our masonic hope, may see that it is not without foundation. We 
do not now propose to discuss all parts of this question, nor of its adaptation 
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to particular ages, countries and diversified conditions of man, or the vary
ing phases of human society. We choose to limit the enquiry now to a 
single VieW-THE FOUNDATION FOR THE EXISTENCE AND PERMANENCY OF 
THE INSTITUTIONS OF FREEMASONRY IN THE ERSENTIAL NATURE AND NECES· 
SITIES OF !IAN. 

It is needless to remark, that man has necessities and a nature appropri
ately his own. Made a little lower than the angels, / yet he is not a mere 
brute. He has an animal nature that chains him to earth, with necessities 
that the earth must supply, in common with other animals. But he has 
also a higher nature, with necessities-fundamental, eternal necP.ssities and 
aspirations which soar above the earth-which the world can never fill. 
He has necessities and yearnings, craving-

" What nothing earthly gives or can destroy, 
The soul's calm sunshine and the heartfelt joy." 

It is folly to ignore these higher necessities; it is madness to live as if 
they harl no existence. It is the path of wisdom to reco!l'nize and provide 
for them by all the appliances in our reach. In training, supplying and 
controlling these necessities, we need help from each other. We have need 
of the ardor of youth, the vigorous, mature energy of manhood, and the 
wisdom of age. We need, also, wise and skilful teachers who can aid our 
endeavors; and, more than all, we need that wisdom which descends from 
heaven. These great facts were recognized and deeply impressed when first 
we knelt at the altar of Masonry and were taught its first lessons, to have 
faith in immortality and charity to all mankind. When first we saw masonic 
light, its emblems taught us to look upward and aspire to a habitation above 
the cloudy canopy, where peace and order eternally reign, and that to climb 
the emblematic ladder, we must circumscribe and subdue our passions and 
square our actions by the exact standard of a divine morality. We must 
discipline our bodies and our souls for a higher and holier destiny than has 
been common with those who have gone before us, and the claim which we 
vindicate is, that Freemasonry is adapted to this end, if we will learn to use 
it well and wisely. 

Let us glance hastily at the evidence of this assumption. What are some 
of those elements of our nature, which our masonic discipline has to deal 
with 1 What necessities must be met by this discipline 1 

1. Those of our animal nature. We must be fed, clothed and sheltered. 
To meet these wants, we have instinctive appetites, desires and propensities. 
There is the desire of life and the desire of comfort to urge us on the one 
hand-the dread of suffering and death to warn us on the other. 

The love of gain-the desire of acquisition, stimulates us on one hand, 
the suffering, reproach and dread of poverty urge us on the other. 

Then our necessities are constantly returning. The hunger and thirst we 

I 

' I 
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satisfy to-day will clamor again to-mo.rrow, and other necessities are felt or 
feared so soon as we have means to satisfy them. 
- 2. But the wants of the soul are still more varied and unceasing. 

1. First comes CURIOSITY-the desire of knowledge. Each one, like the 
' first mother, desires to pluck and eat of the tree of knowledge. No matter 

if it is the "knowledge of good apd evil"-" of good lost and evil got," each 
must taste for himself. Then, too, the world is full of temptMlon-full of 
the principles of knowledge just fitted to meet this desire. The whole crea
tion is as if made to waken and dra,w out this thirst'for knowledge, and the 
soul is fitted to respond to the appeals which come in from the world around 
us. And how imperative this curiosity! How many are impelled by it to 
ask and receive-seek and find-knock and find open to them the door and 
the light of our ancient sanctuary! 

2. Then comes the DESIRE OF SOCIETY. He must find kindred sympa
thies to share his knowledge. He loves to C\)mpare and communicate. 
This desire is so' strong we have to curb it by the law of silence and secrecy. 
Man is greatly inclined to tell what he knows and many things which he 
does not know. He must have society; he is made for it and must seek it. 

But he needs congenial society-those with whom he may safely com
mune and whose sympathies shall beat responsively with his own. To gain 
such society, we must either search till we find it, or else we must seek to 
create. Our order attempts to do both. Its honest intention is to shut out 
such as give no promise of ever becoming congenial, ami admitting none till, 

, by proper examination, there is found a reasonable hope that they may be-
• come fitted to live and labor in harmqny with good men. Then it seeks to 

mould these native elements of character by its own peculiar discipline, so 
as to unite in fraternal sympathies those whom the factions and antagonisms · 
of life might otherwise sever. 

3. There is also the DESIRE OF CHARACTER. No one can desire society 
merely to receive its loathings and execrations. A desire to possess ·the 
favor and good will of others, is natural to us and necessary to our .welfare. 
No one can safely be 'without. A young man who does not care what good 
men think or say of him, is not far from ruip. There is little hope of him, 
either for this life or the life to come. Doubtless many have been led to ask 
for the light of Masonry, because they have seen it reflected from the life 
and labors of good men whose characters tbey bave desire~ to share. 

How many of us can be indifferent to the fact that honored names, whose 
praise is on all lips, were once recorded as the youngest apprentices, and 
learned, like us, the first lessons of this art which we highly prize ! 

4. THE DESIRE FOR UlPROVEMENT. It is an idle Wish to possess the 
credit of a good character, withont the corresponding reality. It is difficult 
to admire a noble character and desire the society and approbation of such, 
without desiring to emulate it. Indeed, the young rna~ must have low 
notions of life and character ahd degrading views of our order, who shall 
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seek admission there without an honest desire to gain help and motives and 
a discipline which shall make him a better man. He avows this as his im
pelling motive. He declares his wish and purpose to improve himself in 
Masonry. 

6. MAN HAS AFFECTIONS TO BE TRAINED. He COmes to the door Of the 
lodge and avows the desire to possess charity-to cultivate good will-to de
velope an active benevolence. What nobler object can we aim at, than to 
cultivate that ·charity, which, while it seeks the good of all maJ?kind, is more 
especially concerned first to. train his own heart, and then to draw out 
humane and benevolent affections from the hearts of brethren and com
panions~ He does not love others less, because, by creating and cultivating 
a closer union, he loves a brother more. Let us be more deeply impressed 
with the beauty of charity and learn to use the trowel more skilfully and 
earnestly, till our hearts glow with intenser ardor. 

6. KIND WORDS, ACTIONS, AS WELL AS AFFECTIONS, demand OUr CUlture. 
Selfishness is too strong to be overcome merely by tasking latent feelings. 
There must be affections which speak out not only in gentle and fraternal 
words, but in significant acts. Hence the reason why we are urged to estab
lish and maintain an increasing charity fund :in the bosom of each lodge. 
There ought to be a savings bank, where every member should frequently 
deposit not merely a paltry shilling, as be would in an iron safe or stone 
vault, but where he can deposit the rich ore of a kindly heart, to be coined 
into substantial comfort for a worthy and distressed brother, bis widow and 
orphans. Brotherly love, relief and truth, should all be constantly on hand 
to meet necessities always arising. 

7. PATIENCE, FOBEARANCE AND FORGIVENESS. These are necessities 
which cluster about our pathway through the world, and the discipline of the 
lodge room does wisely inculcate these, precept upon precept, line upon 
line, as we pass along towards the valley and shadow of death. 

8. Man has also, necessarily, A SENSE OF JUSTICE-a binding recognition 
of the claims of rectitude. He cannot safely live without this. :file must be 
just, before he can well be generous. He cannot cultivate benevolence with 
a heart full of injustice. He cannot love a brother as he ought, while medi
tating injustice or planning mischief. 

9. A SENSE OF HoNoR. Closely allied to justice, is a jnst appreciation of 
the claims of honor. A dishonorable man can neither be just or generous. 
No kindly affection can dwell in his heart. He is unfit for the society of 
men, and is intensely abhorred of his Maker. And tbis sense of honor 
needs cultivation. It will not grow in the garden of man's selfishness, with
out a fostering care which shall extricate the weeds and thistles of our cher 
!shed depravity. 

10. NECESSITY FOR WoRSHIP. The principle of reverence, instinctive in 
man, needs cultivation and direction, or its perversion and abuse will be 
among the active agencies of ruin. Perversion of the religious element not 

,, 
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only debases and distorts the character, !5ut it may cause the fiercest pas
sions to burn in the bosom of seciety. Man needs the elevating tendencies 
of a pure, spiritual worship to save him not merely from perdition hereafter, 
but to save him from launching himself and his fellows in perdition now. 
Well is it required of those who come to the altar, to bow in reverence before 
the Father of spirits, whose Jaws and whose counsels are so needful to save 
us from the perversion and abuse of the wonderful mysteries of the undying 
soul. But why need we trace this last thought, which was so fully discussed 
in our report for the last year~ Why should we pursue or illustrate this 
subject further 1 Is it not apparent that Freemasonry wi ll have a mission on 
earth, so long as these elements of our nature and these instincti ve necessi
ties remain to ns 1 

The answer to this question will indeed turn upon another one; it is this: 
Does Freemasonry recognize these necessities 1 Does it provide for them 1 

Can men, by its ·principles and its discipline, derive substantial aid in meet
ing these necessities 1 This is the practical question to which we invite en
quiry of honest men. The question is not, whether all who wear its drapery 
and its emblems, have actually secured appropriate results. It is uot, 
whether we have fully tested its power. We ask men to take its acknowl
edged text books, its standards of instruction, and tell us if they do not 
clearly show that the real necessities of man are there recognized. We chal
lenge them to explore the nature and necessities of man and point us to a 
single want in our nature for which there is not some specific prescription 
in the instructions and symbols of our order. And here for the present we 
rest the discussion. We are willing to leave it with the decision of honest 
and candid men, who will take the trouble to understand what is so com-
pletely within their reach. ' 

With this proposition, we turn from this discussion of principles, and in 
conclusion, merely ask a passing attention to the eloquence of facts. 

This Grand Lodge, in its drapery of death, reminds us of two significant 
facts . Simon Greenleaf and William Swan, two Grand Masters of th is 
Grand Lodge, identified with its earliest history and its darkest trials, have 
spoken to us their earthly farewell. We need not speak their eulogy. It is 
engraven on every heart which knew them here and elsewhere. Did they 
not find a use for the discipline_ of Masonry 1 They were Christians. Did this 
compel them to renounce the order whose discipline they had shared in early 
manhood 1 Did they Jearn to despise and disparage it as they drew near 
the spirit land 1 Let us just read a brief note, written near the close of life's 
journey. 

"CAMBRIDGE, June 24, 1852. 
"Hon. R. P. DuNLAP, General Grand H igh Priest of the General Grana 

Chapter of the United States. 
"DEAR SIR AND CoMPANION:-You are already aware that during the 

war of the revolution, there was a lodge of freemasons in the main army, 
called Washington Lodge, of which my father, the late Captain Moses Green-
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leaf, of the eleventh Massachusetts regiment, was Master. I have often 
beard him mention the visits of the Commander-in-chief to this lodge, and 
the high gratification they afforded to the officers anrl mrmbers-especially 
as be came without ceremony, as a private brother. It bas occurred to me 
that the reco1·ds of this lodge may still be in existence, and that, if so, they 
ought to be recovered and deposited for safe keeping in the archives of the 
craft. Permit me, therefore, to invite your attention to this subject, as I 
know of no member of the fraternity whose position affords equal facilities 
for the accom plishment of this desimble object. 

"Believe me, dear sir, with great regard, faithfully yours, 
"SIMON GREENLEAF." 

Washington, Swan, Greenleaf! What a meeting I Was it the attractions 
of kindred spirits across the river of death, which dictated that letter to our 
M. E . Grand High Priest 1 We will not seek to solve this problem. ~o, 

rather let us solve other problems that more nearly concern us. Let us 
urge more earnestly that prayer of the ancient worshipper, " So teach us to 
number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom." Soon will 
our work be done, and we launch our tremulous bark upon the river of death, 
which separates us from those who have gone before. So let us buffet. the 
waves and steer our course on life's ocean, that the dangers and terrors of 
the dark river shall all be dispelled by the visions of the blest haven, the 
loved companions, and eternal employments of the distant shore. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CYRIL PEARL, } 
E. G. R.A. WSON1 Committee. 
E • .A.. CH.A.DWICK1 

The following report was then presented and accepted, v1z: 

The committee to whom was referred a plan or diagram presented by Bro. 
R. W. Lawson, the object of which is, by certain fixtures in the lodge room, 
to render the conferring of the Fellow Craft's degree more striking and in
teresting, have examined said plan, and are unanimous in the opinion that 
such fixtures would, iu no respect, interfere with the conferring the degree 
as approved by the Grand Lodge, but would be carrying out the true intent 
and spirit of the ceremony; and your committee would therefore beg leave 
to submit the following resolution: 

R esolved, That the Grand Lodge do not consider that the adoption of said 
fixtures alluded to in the report, would be in violation of any regulation of 
the Grand Lodge, or of any masonic principle or usage; and that the lodges 
under this jurisdiction, have full liberty to adopt it, or otherwise, at their 
discretion. 

All which is respectfully submitted, 

JOHN MILLER, } . 
SOLOMON MOULTON

1 
Committee. 
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GRAND LODGE OF MAINE, PORTLAND, May 5, 1854. 

Your Committee, to whom was referred the doings of the Grand Officers, 
having attended to the duties assigned them, ask leave to report-

That we recommend the Grand Lodge to accept the reports of the several 
D. D. Grand Masters, together with the report of the M. W. Grand Master, 
and that they he published with the proceedings of this Grand Lodge. 

B. F. MUDGETT, } 
A. J, FULLEn, Committee. 
JOHN GLOVER, 

The report was read and accepted. 

The following report was then submitted, viz :-

The Committee on Dispensations and Charters, having attended to their 
duty, report and recommend-

!. That a charter be granted for a lodge at Kennebunkport, to be called 
Arundel Lodge. 

2. That Oxford Lodge be removed from Paris to Norway. 
3. That a charter be granted to Pioneer Lodge at Plantation No. 11, in 

Aroostook County. 
4. That a charter be granted to Plymouth Lodge at Plymouth. 
5. That a charter be granted to Bristol Lodge at Bristol. 
6. That a charter be granted to Hermon Lodge at Gardiner, without any 

additional payment, to replace their old charter that was destroyed by fire, 
bearing the same date and number, and ·being as nearly as possible a copy 
of the same. 

Respectfully submitted, 

E. B. FRENCH, } C . 
E. G. RAWSON, ommlttee. 

Which report was read and accepted and the several recom
mendations therein were adopted. 

On motion, 

Voted, That theM. W. Grand Master be, and he is hereby, authorized and 
empowered to issue a dispensation to Tranquil Lodge for the removal of said 
lodge from Danville to Lewiston, with the approbation of the nearest lodge, 
whenever, in his opinion, the good of Masonry may require it . 

.A resolution was submitted, providing that, on the decease of 
any Master Mason in good standing, and a member of any lodge 
under this jurisdiction, a record of his decease, with his age, 
shall be made in the lodge books, and a certificate of his mem-
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bership and standing be issued to his widow or family; and 
the same was referred to the M. W. Grand Master. 

The Grand Lodge was then called off until 2~ o'clock P. M. 

Attest: C. B. SMITH, Grand Secretary. 

MAY 5,1854. 

The Grand Lodge was called to labor at 2~ o'clock P. M., the 
M. W. Grand Master in the chair. 

On motion, 

Voted, That a special communication of the Grand Lodge be holden at 
Masons' Hall in Portland, on the Wednesday next preceding the first Thurs
day in May, 1855, at 9 o'clock A. 11., for the purpose of considering and de
ciding upon the true mode of working and lecturing in the third, or Master 
Mason's degree. 

The following report was then presented and accepted, viz : 

The Committee on Returns of Subordinate Lodges have attended to the 
duties assigned them, and report, that returns have been received from sixty 
lodges, by which it appears that there have been four hundred and ninety
eight initiations therein during the past year, and that the present number of 
members is 2,153. 

The returns, for the most part, are pretty correctly made, but in some of 
them the defect heretofore complained of, is still manifest, viz: the dates of 
initiation, crafting and raising candidates are still omitted. 

The committee recommend that the Secretaries of the several lodges in 
the state be particularly requested, in making future returns, to give the 
date of each initiation and of each degree conferred. 

STEPHEN WEBBER, } 
C. B. SMITH, Committee. 
ARTHUR MCARTHUR, 

Bro. Bell presented the following resolutions, which were read 
and adopted, viz : 

Resolved, That this Grand Lodge especially approves that portion of the 
report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, relative to the diffi-
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cui ties in New York, and, adopting the language and action of the Grand 
Lodge of Massachusetts, in December last, 

Resolved, That the lodges under this jurisdiction be instructed, in the ex
amination of visitors hailing from lodges in New York, to follow the mode 
above recommended. 

The following resolution, offered by Bro. Webber, was then 
adopted, viz : 

R esolved, That in the opinion of this Grand Lodge, no candidate should 
be permitted to receive the degree of Fellow Craft or Master Mason, without 
a sufficient knowledge of the preceding degree to prove himself as a mason 
of such a degree in the usual manner, unless in a case of absolute emergency; 
and that a more hasty manner is unmasonic and reprehensible. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the Grand Secretary be requested to procure three hundred 
copies of parchment diplomas for MastPr Masons, and that they be furnished 
to the lodges on the order of the W. Masters thereof, upon the payment of 
fifty cents for each parchment blank so furnished. 

On motion, 

Voted, That a committee of three be appointed from the chair, who, after 
consultation together, shaH designate one of their own number, who shall be 
the delegate of this Grand Lodge to the General Convention of delegates from 
Grand Lodges of the United States, to be holden at Washington, in the Dis
trict of Columbia, in January, 1855, to consider the expediency of establishing 
a General Grand Lodge of the United States. 

And R. W. Ezra B. French, B. F. Mudgett and E. G. Rawson, 
were appointed said committee. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the sum ol twenty dollars be appropriated and paid to the 
Grand Treasurer, for his official services the past year. 

Voted, To appropriate and pay to Rev. Bro. Cyril Pearl, chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Correspondence, the sum of forty dollars, for his extra 
services and expenses in preparing the report of said committee. 

The proposition submitted at the last annual communication, 
by M. W. Robert P. Dunlap, to amend the Constitution of the 
Grand Lodge, in section 9th, article 1st, part 4th, by striking out 
the words " two dollars," and inserting in lieu thereof the words, 
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"one dolla1·," was called up, and, after due discussion, the said 
amendment was adopted by the Grand Lodge. 

The Grand Lodge having disposed of all the business before 
them, was then closed in due form. 

Attest: C. B. SMITH, Grand Secretary. 

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS. 

The following R. W. brothers have been appointed by the 
M. W. Grand l'tfaster to be District Deputy Grand Masters for 
the ensuing year, viz: 

First District-IsAAC DowNING, of Kennebunk. 
Second District-.JosEPH CovELL, of Jay. 
Third District-WILLIAM ALLEN, of Portland. 

Fourth District-JoaN MILI.ER, of Warren. 
Fifth Distr·ict-STEPHEN WEBBER, of Gardiner. 

Sixth Di~trict-JoaN GLOVER, of Camden. 
Seventh District-BENJAMIN F. MuDGETT, of Bangor. 
Eighth District-SAMUEL CARTER, of Bucksport. 

Ninth District-JoaN C. TALBOT, of East Machias. 

June 2, 1854. 

' I 



370 Proceedings of the [May, 

REPORTS OF DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS. 

REPORT OF D. D .. G. MASTER OF FIRST DISTRICT. 

·To theM. W. Grand Lodge of Maine: 

The undersigned, District Deputy Grand Master of the first masonic dis· 
trict, herewith presents his annual report. 

There are in the first district four lodges at work; all of which have been 
visited during the past masonic year, and all have made their annual returns, 
and paid their dues promptly; from which it appears that Saco Lodge con· 
sists of forty.seven members, and they have initiated eleven candidates, and 
show other evidences of prosperity. Their fees to the Grand Lodge are 
$27..87)i. 

York Lodge, at Kennebunk, consists of thirty.uine members, have initiated 
sixteen candidates, and it is believed that no lodge in the state does their 
work better than York. Fees to the Grand Lodge, $36.87 ~· 

Adoniram Lodge, at Limington, consists of thirty-six members, have in
itiated five candidates, and have a good prospect of further work. Fees to 
the Grand Lodge, $14.50. 

Freedom Lodge, at Limerick, have eighteen members, and have initiated 
two candidates, and a prospect of more work soon. Fees to the Grand 
Lodge, $6.25. 

The whole amount of dues to the Grand Lodge is $85.50, which bas been 
paid to the Grand Treasurer. 

I am happy to say, that I haT.e found harmony and good fellowship 
throughout the district. 

The members of Fraternal Lodge, at Alfred, have not, as yet, been able to 
procure a suitable room, but will probably have one built the present season 

I have been unable to get suitable blanks for ·returns, and also a sufficient 
number of diplomas for all the candidates raised during the past year. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

J. HERRICK, D. D. G. M. First District. 
May 4, 1854. 
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REPORT OF D. D. G. MASTER SECOND DISTRICT. 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine: 

The District Deputy Grand Master of the second masonic district, respect
fully asks leave to submit his annual report. 

There are in this district, seven lodges that are in operation, all of which 
I have supplied with four copies each, of the published proceedings of the 
Grand Lodge, at its annual communication in May, 1853; also, the blanks 
to which the several lodges were entitled, and such other communications 
as I have received for the lodges, from the Grand Secretary. 

Pythagorean Lodge, No. 11, at Fryeburg, is a dormant lodge. I visited 
the place, December 8, 1853; found the last Master of the lodge, Bro. H . C. 
Boswell ;_ be informed me that there was not the least prospect of resusci· 
tating the lodge from its dormant state. After inquiring into the situation 
they were_ in, I came to the conclusion to take what property I could find, 
which · was the charter and records. Their jewels and collars were stolen 
from the hall, soon after they stopped work; their funds (of which they had 
several hundred dollars,) were loaned out on notes, which notes have be
come worthless by the statutes of limitation. The charter and records Ire
turned to the Grand Treotsurer, on the twenty-eighth of December, 1853. 

During my visits to the lodges in this district, in June, a lady delivered to 
me a District Deputy Grand Master's jewel, collar and sash, which have 
been lost to the Grand Lodge for more than twenty years. Having no use 
for two sets, I returned one to the Grand Treasurer on the twenty-eigh th of 
December. 

Oxford Lodge, No. 18, at Paris. I have visited this lodge three times. 
At my first visit, June 22d, the members met in the Academy, and resusci' 
tated their lodge, which had been dormant for over twenty-five_ years, by 
choosing their officers, whom I installed in due form, and gave them instruc
tion in the work and lectures. 

On my second visit, December 5th, I found they had made commendable 
improvement, and had initiated two candidates. The place in which . they 
met was secure but very inconvenient. 

My last visit was ou March 17, 1854. They had work befor-e the · lodge, 
which they -intended to have done at that time, but in consequence of. the 
situat.ion the baH was in, where they met, it was deferred until they could 
procure a suitable hall, and as there is one at Norway, which . they can have, 
the lodge voted to petition the Most Worshipful Grand. Lodge to · grant 
them a dispensation to hold their meetings in No~;waoy;; 

This lodge has no by-laws. The records are well kept. 'The members are 
desirous of having ·one of the best working lodges in ~he state, which. t have 
no doubt they will, in due time, by patience. persevena.nce and due caution . 
They return se;enteen members; follr il).iti.a.ted ~ Jthvee crafted ;and: na-ised ;, 
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and nine resident Master Masons not members of any lodge. Dues to the 
Grand Lodge, $10.12~. 

Oriental Lodge, No. 13, at Bridgton. In June I went to Bridgton, with the 
intention of visiting the lodge on its stated monthly communication, but in 
consequence of their meeting at Naples at that time, I did not. 

Visited this lodge, December 6th; being a severe storm, but a few members 
were present; occupied the time in the afternoon and evening in lecturing. 

VIsited this lodge again on the 20th of March; found but a few members 
in attendance and these very much discouraged, on account of the inatten
tion of several of the members of the lodge not attending to their masonic 
duties, by not attending the meetings of the lodge. This lodge is located in 
a village where there is a Lodge of Odd Fellows and a Division of the Sons 
of Temperance, which appear to engross the time and attention of a very 
large portion of that class of the community which generally become 
masons. They return twenty-two members; nine resident Master Masons, 

.not members of any lodge; one initiated; one deceased; dues to the Grand 
JLodge, $4.75. 

Oriental Star Lodge, No. 21, Livermore, I visit frequently, being a member 
'thereof; it is in good working order, meetings well attended; peace and 
harmony prevail, as might well be expected, under the direction of our 
.worthy Brother Rene! Washburn, the present Master, and M. W. Past Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge of Maine, whose integrity and fidelity as a man 
and .mason are most appreciated by those who are the most intimately ac
quainted with him. They return thirty-two members; two initiated; one 
crafted and raised; thirteen resident Master Masons, not members of any 
lodge.; recards well written and correctly kept; by-laws in accordance with 
ancient Masonry and the Constitution of the Grand Lodge, (except the word 
regular, which should read stated.) Dues to the Grand Lodge, $7.87 ~-

Tranquil Lodge, No. 29, Danville. This is the largest lodge in the district. 
My first visit to this lodge was September 28th; found the officers and mem
bers well informed; some imperfection in their work, which they have cor
rected. At my second visit, November 24th, exemplified the opening of the 
lodge and the work in the third degree. My third visit was on the 15th of 
March. They have made commendable improvement in the work and 
lectures within the past year. They have had a large number of copies of 
t heir by-laws printed, which is to be regretted, as they do not strictly con
form to -the Constitution of .the Grand Lodge and principles of Masonry. 
George A. Gordon, W. Master ·Gf this lodge, on the twenty-first of November, 
made application to me for a ·d·ispensation to authorize them to confer the 
.degrees within their gift, on an &J'lplicaut, which I declined granting, believ
i:tg that ·they .sbould not be granted. except in very extreme cases, if at all. 
'I' hey return sixty-two members; eleven initiated; elevel?- crafted; ten 
raised; one rejected ; thirteen accepted; two deceased; four resident Mas-
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ter Masons, not members of any lodge; dues to the Grand Lqdge, $31; in
cluded in this, is $2 for one who was not initiated in this lodge. Their by
laws provide that any one having received tbe first degree in any other lodge, 
and receives the second and third degrees in this lodge, shall pay one dollar 
extra for each degree. This lodge has appropriated funds for a benefit to 
individuals, instead of its being an act of charity, which I am assured they 
will not do again. The funds of a masonic lodge are for specific purposes, 
and should not be used for any purpose, except in strict accordance with the 
rules, regulations and principles of Masanry. 

Blazing Star Lodge, No. 39, Rumford. I wrote to this lodge, on the thirty
first of October, notifying them that I would visit them on the third day of 
December, at 10 o'clock A. M., at which time I went to their place of meet
iug, and found but six members in attendance, and no records. They in· 
formed me that their records were at Andover, ten miles distant, and that 
there was a disaffection among the members, in several particulars, one of 
which was in regard to their hall, which I examined, and found it an unsuit
able and unsafe place to hold a lodge in, so much so, that they suspended 
the meetings of the lodge, until such time as they could procure a suitable 
place to hold their meetings in, at which time they were to notify me. 

In the evening, I went to Andover, saw the last Master, found the records, 
but no records made up, for nearly two years; what records there were, 
during that time, were on loose parcels of paper. 

In January, I received a communication from a member of Blazing Star 
Lodge, informing me that they had procured a place to hold their meetings 

· in, and requesting me to meet with them and attend during the election and 
installation of their officers, which I did, on the tenth and eleventh of March, 
and gave them such instruction, admonition and advice as I thought the case 
required; which, if they adhere to, and extend that charity towards each 
other, as they are under obligations to, as masons, they will have as good a 
lodge as there is in this district. 

The other matters in regard to this lodge, which I have alluded to, I will 
make the subject of a special report. 

They return sixteen members; five resident Master Masons, not members 
of any. lodge Dues to the Grand Lodge, $2. 

Mount Moriah Lodge, No. 56, Denmark. I visited the place on the twen
tieth of Jane; there was no lodge meeting; spent two days in instructing 
Worshipful L. P. Sawyer, Master of the lodge, in the work and lectures, in 
the first and second degrees. 

Visited the lodge on the seventh of December; lodge met in the afternoon 
and evening ; exemplified the opening and closing a lodge, and the work in 
the several degrees. Visited the place, March 18th; did not arrive in season 
to visit the lodge, in consequence of the extreme bad traveling; saw some of 
the officers and mern bers of the lodge, who informed me _that peace and har
mony prevailed; examined the records-found them correctly kept; sup. 
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plied eight extra bank note-paper diplomas to members of the lodge, for 
which they paid me one dollar. They return sixteen members; ten resident 
Master Masons, not members of any lodge; two initiated, crafted and raised. 
Dues to the Grand Lodge, $6. 

Tyrian Lodge, No. 73, Minot. This lodge commenced its labors under a 
dispensation issued by M. W. John C. Humphreys, Grand Master of the 
M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine, January 21, 1853, was consecrated and the 
officers installed in ample form, by the M. W. Freeman Bradford, Grand 
Master, on the eighteenth of June, 1853. Visited the lodge in the afternoon, 
and occupied the time in lecturing. 

Visited this lodge on the sixteenth and twenty-third of March; meetings 
well attended. At the first meeting, a candidate was crafted and raised. 
Occupied the time at the second meeting, in lecturing, and in the form of 
opening and closing the lodge. This lodge is oomposed of young men and 
masons, with two or three exceptions, who are much interested in Masonry, 
and prompt in attending their meetings. Their furniture, regalia and im
plements are equal to any in the state. Their records are well kept ; their 
by-laws incorrect in some particulars, which is to be regretted, as they have 
been to considerable expense to have them printed. They retnrn thirty-two 
members; twenty-seven accepted; twenty-six initiated, crafted and raised; 
one rejected; one resident Master Mason, not member of any lodge. Dues 
to the Grand Lodge, $54. 

W. George Moore, Master, in behalf of this lodge, applied by petition, in 
form, to me, for a dispensation to form a public procession on the fourth of 
July, which I bad some hesitancy in granting, believing it to be inconsistent 
with the customs and usages of lodges, and derogatory to their masonic 
character and standing, to appear as such iu public, simply to swell the 
number and·adorn a procession. If I am correct in the view I take of it, a 
lodge should never be formed as such and be seen in public, except in at
tending to their own business-business exclusively theirs-such as the 
burying of a worthy deceased brotber,-honoring with due solemnity the 
anniversary of their holy patrons-laying corner-stones of public edifices, 
&c. But on learning that they bad made their arrangements with other so
cieties, and given public notice of their intentions, on consulting with, and 
having the approval of tile M. W. Grand Master, I granted their request. 

On the second of March, I sent to the Treasurers of the lodges in this dis
trict, a blank schedule of property, &c., belonging to their lodges, requesting 
them to fill the blanks and return them to me; which they have mostly com
plied with; from which I make the following statistics : These lodges have 
a set of regalia and furniture; cash on band March 1, 1854, $220; cash due 
on available notes, $355. There is due from members for quarterages, and 
on doubtful notes, $375. Annual dues of members of Tyrian Lodge, $1. 

Oriental Star Lodge, 12Yz cents. Blazing Star Lodge, 50 cents. Mount 
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Moriah Lodge, 12~ cents. Oriental Lodge, 25 cents. Tranquil Lodge, $1. 
And Oxford Lodge, not anything-has no hall. Tranquil Lodge meets in a 
hall which is occupied by a lodge of Odd Fellows, for which they pay 
$37.50 annual rent; no insurance on furniture or regalia; paid out the last 
year, $112.60, for charitable and benevolent purposes. Blazing Star Lodge 
occupies a hall exclusively for themselves-pay $3 a year for rent; no in
surance on furniture or regalia. Oriental Lodge hold their meetings in 
the Odd Fellows' !Jail, for which they pay $10 rent; no insurance on fu rni
ture or regalia. Mount Moriah Lodge occupies a hall exclusively for their 
meetings-pay $12 rent; no insurance on furniture or regalia, Tyrian 
Lodge has fitted up for their exclusive use, a very convenient hall, for which 
they pay $33.33 rent; no insurance on furniture or regalia. Oriental Star 
Lodge own their hall, which is used exclusively for their meetings. There 
is $500 insured on the building, and $50 on their furniture and regalia. 

It appears to me t!Jat the frequent losses by fire, by the subordinate 
lodges, and applications to the Grand Lodge for assistance, should be a suffi
cient warning and admonition to this Grand Lodge and its subordinates, to 
always have their property insured. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JOSEPH COVELL, D. D. G. M. Second District. 
May 4,1854. 

REPORT OF D. D. G. MASTER OF THIRD DISTRICT. 

To the M, W. Grand Master, Officers and Brethren of the Grand Lodge of 
Maine: 

Unexpected, unsolicited, and, I fear, undeserved, I, at our last communica
tion, received the appointment of District Deputy Grand Master for the third 
masonic district. Inability to a·bsent myself from home, rather than want 
of interest in my duties, bas made me remiss in my visits to the lodges in 
my district, and I hope that some other brother may be appointed for the 
ensuing year, whose knowledge, time ~nd zeal may more than make amends 
for my short comings. 

The number of lodges in my masonic district are seven, viz: Portland, 
No. I; United, No.8; Cumberland, No. 12; Ancient Land-Mark, No.I7; 
Freeport, No. 23; Casco, No. 36; and Harmony, No. 38. 

Portland Lodge, No. 1, like our institution, grows strong with its age, and 
maintains its rank as No. I. It numbers one hundred members, and has in
itiated thirteen the past year. 

United Lodge, No. 8, is in a very healthy state ; it has forty·three mem 
bers, and has initiated nine during the past year. 
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Cumberland, No. 12, has this year erected a new and commodious hall, 
which was dedicated on St. John's day, by R. W. Bro. Samuel Fessenden. 
It is in a good condition, numbers thirty-one members, and has initiated five 
during the year. 

Ancient Land-Mark, No. 17, is the largest lodge in the state, and maintains 
a corresponding rank in work and influence; it numbers one hundred and 
six members, and bas initiated thirteen during the year. 

Freeport, No. 23, I have visited this year and find them in a working con
dition, but they have neglected to send in their returns. 

Casco, No. 36, I am happy to state, is rejoicing under its present efficient 
Master; it bas twenty-six members and has initiated twelve during the past 
year. 

Harmony, No. 38, at Gorham, is one of the most prosperous lodges in the 
district; it numbers fifty-six members and has initiated four during the year. 

The whole number of initiations in my district, the past year, has been 
fifty-six. 

The amount of money received by the Grand Lodge, from the lodges, is 
$155.24Yz. 

The third masonic district is now in a better condition than ever before, 
and my only fear is, tuat a proper discretion may not be used in the recep
tion of members, for by them is the institution judged of by the world. 

The funds of the lodges are increasing, and tueir expenses seem conducted 
economically, but I would suggest for their recollection, that all moneys re
ceived are not to be spent in and about the lodge, but are a sacred fund for 
charitable purposes. 

Some slight discrepancies exist in the work and lectures, but there seems 
to be a strong feeling of devotion to all the ancient landmarks. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

JOHN D. LINCOLN, D. D. G. M. Third Dist1·ict. 

REPORT OF D. D. G. MASTER OF FIFTH DISTRICT. 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine: 

The undersigned, District Deputy Grand Master of the fifth masonic dis
trict of Maine, asks leave to submit the following report: 

I have visited all the lodges in this district the past year, except Blue 
Mountain Lodge. I appointed Bro. J. H. Willard as my proxy to perform 
that duty for me, which he has done in a very faithful manner. I have given 
them such instruction in the work and lectures as they needed, so far as 
time would permit. 

I have found the lodges in a sound and healthy condition-better posted 
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in the work than the lectures generally. There are eleven working lodges in 
the district, all of which have made returns up to April 1, 1854. They return 
three hundred and fifty-nine members, and dnes, $44.75; initiations; fifty-nine; 
amount of fees, $118; making in the whole, $162.75; a11 of which I have 
paid to the Grand Treasurer, for which he has signed duplicate receipts. 

I have received the charter, records, &c., of Morning Star Lodge, at Litch
field, and return them to the Grand Lodge, as there is no prospect of their 
resuming work at present. 

Temple Lodge, at Winthrop, has not resumed work, but I have some as
surance that it will ere long. 

Hermon Lodge, at Gardiner, lost their hall, jewels and furniture, by fire 
in February; loss about $800; insured for $400. 

Masonry is very prosperous in this district and peace and harmony pre
vail. I think It would be well, perhaps, to define the limits of the jurisdic
tion of some of the lodges, as to what towns and parts of towns they shaH 
embrace. 

Central Lodge, at China, has not made any return yet. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

STEPHEN WEBBER, D. D. G. M., Fifth District. 
May 4,1854. 

REPORT OF D. D. G. MASTER OF SIXTH DISTRICT. 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine : 

The undersigned, District Deputy Grand Master of the sixth masonic dis
trict, herewith presents his annual report: 

That there are in said district, nine lodges, all of which have been visited 
by me once, and some of them oftener; examined their records and found 
them well kept; should judge that their proceedings were in accordance 
with the rules and regulations of the Grand Lodge: and. from what I have 
witnessed, I have no hesitancy in saying that they are all in good working 
order and have been prompt in making their annual returns. 

It affords me the highest satisfaction, that each lodge, as a general thing, 
is in a healthy, prosperous and flourishing condition, and I feel justified in 
saying that harmony prevails among the members of the several lodges in 
this district, and that their object is to do good, as they have opportunity. 

Amity Lodge, No. 6, at Camden, has fifty-nine members; annual fees, 
$7.3'7 ~; and have, during the past year, initiated six; fees, $12; amounting 
to $19.37 ~- They are well versed in the masonic lectures and work. 

Phrenix Lodge, No. 24, at Belfast, returns forty-four members; annual 
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fees, $5 50; initiated during the past masonic year, seven; fees, $14 ; 
amounting to $19.50. 

Union Lodge, No. 31, at Union, consists of forty members; annual fees, 
$5; and have returned one initiated; fees, $2; amounting to $7. 

By the returns of Aurora Lodge, No. 50, at Rockland, thirty-six members 
are reported; fees, $4.50; there have been ten initiates; fees, $20; whole 
amount, $24.50. This lodge is in a flourishing condition. 

Unity Lodge, No. 58, at Freedom, has returned forty-three members; fees, 
$5:37 7f; initiated during the past year, eight; fees, $16; amounting to 
$2L377f. This lodge at present is without a suitable hall, but has a large 
and commodious one in progress, and which they contemplate dedicating on 
the 24th of June next. 

Mount Hope Lodge, No. 59, at Hope, returns eighteen members; annual 
fees to Grand Lodge, $2.25; initiated during the past year, five; fees, $10; 
making $12.25. 

King David's Lodge, No. 62, at Lincolnville, returns twenty-two members; 
annual fees, $2.75: initiated, two ; fees, $4; in all, $6.75. 

Mariner's Lodge, No. 68, at Searsport, have initiated, during the past 
masonic year, nineteen; fees, $38; and have returned thirty-four members; 
annual fees, $4.25: amounting to $42.25. 

Howard Lodge, No. 69, at Frankfort, returns thirty-three members; an-
nual fees, $4.127f; initiated, five; fees, $10; amounting to $14.127f. 

The whole amount from the several lodges in this district is $167.127f. 
The whole number of initiations during the past year, is sixty-three. 
Whole number of affiliated masons, three hundred and twenty-nine. 
Whole number of non-affiliated masons, one hundred and twenty-seven. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

BENJAMIN KELLEY, D. D. G. M. Sixth District. 

REPORT OF D. D. G. MASTER OF SEVENTH DISTRICT. 

To theM. W. Grand Lodge of Maine: 

The undersigned, District Deputy Grand Master of the seventh masonic 
district, would ask leave to report . 

There are in this district ten working lodges, two of which are under dis
pensation, all which have been visited except Pacific Lodge, at Stetson, and 
Mosaic, at Dover. I notified all the lodges of the time I should visit them, 
but there being misapprehension at Stetson, the lodge was not called together; 
therefore I was deprived the pleasure of seeing their work; but from the 
well known masonic ability of its members, there can be no doubt of its 
healthy condition. I was unable to visit Mosaic on account of being pre-



1854.] Grand Lodge of Maine. 379 

vented from leaving Dexter, on account of deep snows, till after the time I 
notified the lodge to assemble. 

All the other lodges have been visited by we personally, except Pioneer 
Lodge on the Aroostook road. which was visited in my behalf by Bro. Ira 
Wallace, of Old Town, who reports the work good, and the officers efficient, 
and I have no doubt if they will ask for a charter, this Grand Lodge will be 
pleased to grant it. 

Rising Virtue Lodge, at Bangor, is in excellent condition, and ably con
ducted; fees, $25.75. 

Meridian Splendor Lodge, at Newport, is fast improving and many very 
active and intelligent masons are interesting themselves in its prosperity 
and usefulness. Her present officers are young masons and do not seem 
familiar with the work; dues, $16.50. 

Penobscot Lodge, of Dexter, is an active and flourishing lodge, and com
posed of very intelligent masons; dues, $30.12. 

Mosaic Lodge, at Dover, I have alluded to before, which I was unable to 
visit; her dues, $19.62. 

Star in the East is in a very prosperous condition and composed of excel
lent masons; the dues, $23.25. 

Pacific Lodge, alluded to above; dues, $10.87. 

Mechanic's Lodge, at Orono, is in a very fine condition, and pursues with 
great zeal the charitable objects of our beloved institution ; dues, $18.50. 

Mystic Lodge, at Hampden, is in a good condition, and its members are 
well qualified to bring forth good work, as she has ever done; dues, $7.75. 

Plymouth Lodge, at Plymouth, under dispensation, bas done an excellent 
work in an excellent manner, and has shown herself well worthy of a char
ter, which she asks for at the bands of this Grand Lodge; the dues are 
$14.87. 

Pioneer Lodge, at No. 11, Aroostook road, alluded to above, has done a 
very large business; dues, $45.12. 

In accordance with the direction of the Grand Lodge, I sent circulars to 
all the lodges in my district, as prepared by the Grand Secretary, earnestly 
requesting such masons as felt disposed to contribute what they might think 
proper to be appropriated by the Grand Lodge towards the erection of the 
Washington Monument, and I am sorry to inform the Grand Lodge that no 
mason in district No.7, thought proper to contribute one cent. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

B. F. :MUDGETT, D. D. G. M. Seventh District. 
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REPORT OF D. D. G. MASTER OF EIGHTH DISTRICT. 

To theM. W. Grand Lodge of Maine: 

The District Deputy Grand Master of the eighth masonic district asks 
leave to report: 

There are three lodges in this district, namely: Felicity, No. 19, at Bucks
port; Lygonia, No. 40, at Ellsworth; Rising Sun, at Orland; all of which I 
have visited twice in the course of the season; found them in good masonic 
condition; examined their records and by-laws-found them in good condi
tion; installed the officers by request; received their returns, together with 
their lodge dues. 

Felicity Lodge, 
Lygonia Lodge, 
Rising Sun Lodge, 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

$29.00 
32.00 
29. 37~ 

$90.37~ 

SAMUEL CARTER, .D. D. G. M. Eighth .District. 

REPORT OF D. D. G. MAATER OF NINTH DISTRICT. 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine: 

The undersigned, District Deputy Grand Master of the ninth masonic 
district, having attended to the duties of that office the past year, asks leave 
to submit the following report of said District. 

That there are four lodges within the j~risdictiou of said district, in suc
cessful operation; that harmony and good fellowship prevails amongst the 
several lodges, and brotherly love and good will one towards the other, pre
vails in a good degree amongst the members of the respective lodges. Sev
eral of the lodges have done considerable labor, and have added a goodly 
number of worthy young members to the fraternity, such as will in all 
probability be an honor to the cause, and may be relied upon to maintain 
good work and labor of love and good will to mankind, when those who are 
now active may have laid down their tools and ceased to work. 

There are belonging to the several lodges in this district, one lmndred and 
thirty-six members. There have been during the last year, thirty-five initia
tions; amount of fees, $68; amount of annual fees from the several lodges, 
$17.09~, agreeably to returns made from the several lodges to me, making 
in the whole, the sum of $85, all of which I have forwarded to the Grand 
Treasurer, by mail. 

It has pleased the Supreme Disposer of human events, recently to remove 
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by death, Dr. William H. Toby, a beloved member of Warren Lodge, and 
late D. D. G. Master of the ninth masonic district, in the meridian of life, 
and in the midst of his usefulness, to the sorrow and grief of all that knew 
him, particularly in the fraternity, where he was a bright and shining light, 
and also to his family and a large circle of acquaintances. Such a loss to 
all, and particularly to the fraternity, cannot be expected to be made up 
very soon. On the last Sunday, the brethren of Warren Lodge paid their 
last tribute of respect to his remains, by burying him in due and ancient' 
form , in the presence of a large concourse of people. 

There bas been a general complaint amongst tbe lodges in the district, on 
account of not having received the doings of tbe Grand Lodge at their last 
annual communication, and also blanks and other documents, at an early 
season, which course I hope will be remedied the ensuing year. 

All communications made to me, intended for the several lodges, have 
been made known to them, and documents and blanks from time to time re
ceived have been distributed, and a new supply will be wanted. 

In 1852, I received from the Grand Treasurer, $22, to be applied to the 
calls of charity-which amount still remains in my hands. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

J. C. TALBOT, D. D. G. M. Ninth District. 

East Machias, May 4, 1854. 

I 
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ABSTRACT OF RETURNS OF LODGE~ 

.UP T 0 A P R I L 1, 1 8 54. 

Portland, 1, Portland. Thomas J. Sanborn, M; Richard W . Kennard, sw; 
Joseph Fowler, JW; Samuel ChaRe, Jr., TR; Moses Dodge, s; James R. 
Milliken, sn; John C. Baker, JD; Lemuel Bryant, ss; Joseph Merrill, 
JS; Isaac Davis, T. Members, 100; initiates, 13; rejected, 1; deceased, 5. 

District f . 
Warren, 2, East Machias. John F. Harris, »r; Charles H. Talbot, sw; James 

Jenks, JW; Joel W. Kingsley, TR; J. Loring Talbot, s; Charles H. Sevey, 
sn; Elijah Hall, JD; Luther Hall, ss; Stephen T. Harris, JS; Charles 
Townsend, T. Members, 21; initiates, fJ. 6 

Lincoln, 3, Wiscasset. Daniel K. Kennedy, M; James Smith, sw; L. W. 
Bragdon, Jw; James W. Taggart, TR; C. R. Haraden, s ; Thomas B. 
Johnston, sn; Henry Bragdon, JD; William Lowell, ss; Isaac G. Wil-
liamson, JS; Job L. White, T. Members, 47; initiates, 5. 4 

Kennebec, 5, Hallowell. Daniel Russell, M; Augustus Lord, sw; E. T. 
Smith, JW; T. M. Getchell, T; Orlando Currier, s; ------, sn; 
Alonzo Tenney, JD; C. G. Batchelder, ss; Thomas Leigh, JS; William 
Nye, T. Members, 36; initiates, 7. 3 

Amity, 6, Camden. Samuef Chase, ll; E. G. Knight, sw; George W. Glover, 
JW; Benjamin Crabtree, TR; J . P. Hall, s; Oliver Andrews, sn; D. T. 
Boynton, JD; George T . Crabtree, ss; John Brown, 2d, JB; Josiah Bar-
bour, T. Members, 59; initiates, 6; rejected, 1. 9 

Eastern, 7, Eastport. John L . Bowman, M; Thomas Parker, sw; Charles 
Jackson, JW; Thomas Haycock, T; Samuel Kyle, s; John Regan, sn; 
Randall B. Clark, JD; Matthew Thompson, ss; John T. Card,.Js; James 
Waide, T. Members, 49; initiates, 16; rejected, 1. 9 

United, 8, Brunswick. Ward Coburn, ll; John Crawford, sw; John R. 
Haley, JW; Richard Greenleaf, TR; John Greenleaf, s; Ebenezer Swett, 
sn; Joseph Stetson, JD; Charles E. Owen, ss; James Alexander, JS; 
M. M. Marsh, T. Members, 43; initiates, IJ. 1 

Saco 9, Saco. Elijah Smith, M; Timothy J. Murray, sw; Warren Ware, 
JW; Jacob Marston, TR; Edward P. Burubam, s; 0. D. Boyd, MAR; 
Willard B. Bartlett, sn; ,John Wescott, JD; Nath'l M. Towle, ss; J oseph 
Stevens, JS; Leander Bryant, T. Members, 47; initiates, 11; susvend ed, 
3; rejected, 2; deceased, 1. 8 

Rising Virtue, 10, Bangor. E . Gilman Rawson, M; Silas Alden, sw; G. F. 
Sargent, JW; Joseph C. Stevens, TR; George W. Snow, s; Jeremiah 
Fenno, sn; John T. Harris, JD; Chandler Cobb, ss; John Dowling, JS; 
Simon Everton, T. Members, 42; initiates, 10. 7 

Cumberland, 12, New Gloucester. Moses Plummer, M; T. H. Weymouth, 
sw; John Jumper, JW; Samuel W. Hatch, TR; Abner M. Nutting, s; 
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George W. Plummer, so; Isaac Fuller, JD; Spofford J. Jewett, ss; 
Isaac H. Keith, JS; Ephraim Hilton, T. Members, 31; initiates, 10. 1 

Oriental, 13, Bridgton. John Kilborn, ~~; Asa Warren, sw; George Small, 
JW; George Peirce, TR; Ebenezer Kilborn, s; R. 1)11. Byron, CHAP; Na
thaniel Pease, so; William E. Gray, JD; William T. Kilborn, ss; E. L. 
0. Adams, JS; John Burnell, T; A. M. Savage, MAR. Members, 22; in-
itiates, 1; deceased, 1. 2 

Solar, 14, Bath. Andrew J. Fuller, M; David R. Wylie, sw; George Ross, 
JW; Davis Hatcb, TR; J. A. Allen, s; Jonathan T. Furber, SD; S. V. 
Tucker, JD; 0. F. Battie, ss; Samuel Whitehouse, JS; John Young, T. 
Members, 46; initiates, 12. 4 

Orient, 16, Thomaston. George Crawford, 111; 0. ,J. Fernald, sw; C. H. 
Sm ith, JW; Robert Wal~h, TR; B. A. Lowell, s; J. D. Barnard, SD; 
E. B. Hinkley, JD; Isaac McLellan, ss; A. McCahorn, JS; Nathaniel 
Liscomb, T. Members, 41; initiates, 12; rejected, 1; deceased, 1. 4 

St. George's, 16, Warren. John Andrews, M; James Teague, sw; James 
Andrews, .nv; Stoddard Bosworth, TR; John Miller, s; Samuel Hink
ley, so; William H. Wetherbee, JD; E. B. Alford, ss; James Coburn, 
JS; Edward Weston, T. Members, 34; initiates, 3. 4 

Ancient Land-Mark, 17, Portl and. Stevens Smith, ll!; William Andrews, 
sw; Andrew P. Stinson, JW; Charles Fobes, TR; Ira Berry, s; War
ren Phillips, so; Oliver H. Perry, JD; Joseph H. Webster, ss; Isaac 
C. Nesmith, JS ; John Dain, T; Lewis Leighton, SEN. Members, 106 ; 
initiates, 13; rejected, 1 ; deceased, 2. 1 

Oxford, 18, Paris. Alden Palmer, M; Rufus Stowell, sw; Stephen Blake, 
JW ; Henry W. Millett, TU; George W. Millett, s; Emmor Rawson, so; 
Zenas Maxim, JD; Isaac Cummings, ss; William Foster, JS; Amos 
Winslow, T. Members, 17; initiateH, 4. 2 

Felicity, 19, Bucksport. John H. Sherman, 111; Samuel Dorr, sw; James 
W. Patterson, JW; Sewall Lake, TR; James B. Parker, s; Charles H. 
Rice, so; George M. Pillsbury, JD; -- ---, ss; --- ---. JS; 
Peter Stevenson, T. Members, 44; initiates, 13. 6 

Maine, 20, Farmington. John H. Willard, M; James C. Harper, sw; Sum
ner B. Walker, JW; John T. Taylor, TR; Joseph D. Prescott, s; A. 
Bailey, so; D. Daisey, Jn; J. A. Trask, ss; P. E. Norton, JS; Nathaniel 
Dummer, T. Members, 24; initiates, 6; deceased, 1. 3 

Oriental Star, 21, Livermore. Reuel Washburn, M; Peter T. Hathaway, sw; 
Aaron Coolidge, JW; Otis Pray, TR; Gideon Ellis, s; Moses Stone, 
CHAP; Francis F. Haines, so; IsaacS. Daily, JD; Ebenezer Hinds, ss; 
Daniel Austin, JS; Asa AuHtin, T. Members, 31; initiates, 2. 2 

York, 22, Kennebunk. Amos Lunt, 111; Orin Kimball, sw; H. Chadbourn, 
JW; Paul Junkins, TR; Evat Willard, s; Eben Hodge, so; George B. 
Littlefield, JD; William Downing, ss; Samuel Pope, JS; Alfred Little-
field, T. Members, 39; initiates, 16; deceased, l. 1 

Phrenix, 24, Belfast. Joseph S. Noyes, M; Daniel Howard, sw; Cornelius 
Hinds, Jw; Josiah FaiTOW, TR; Osl.Jea Page, s; A. D. Chase, so; W. 
C. :Frederick, JD; C. R. Thombs, ss; E. C. Keen, JS; J. W. Holt, ·r. 
Members, 44; initiates, 7 ; deceased, 1. 9 

Adoniram, 27, Limington. Joshua B. Sweat, M; Isaac H. Libby, sw ; Wil
liam Dim mock, JW; Moses E. Sweat, TR; Arthur McArthur, s; James 
McArthur, so; John McArthur, JD; Joseph C. Small, ss; Benjamin C. 
Libby, JS; Benjamin Blake, T. Members, 36; initiates, 6. 8 

Northern Star, 28, North Anson. 0. R. Bachellor, ~~; Isaac W. Adams, 
sw; Albert Moore, JW; Benjamin Steward, TR; Rodney Collins, s; 
Moses Moore, so; Walter Spaulding, Jn; Andrew McFadden, ss; 
Robert Moore, JS; Charles Crymble, T. Members, 23; initiates, 6. 3 
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Tranquil, 29, Danville. Augustus Callahan M; T. A. D. Fessenden, sw; R. 
H. Rose, JW; Jacob Herrick, TR; W. H. Waldron, s; William White, 
sn; George Webb, JD; Charles Clark, ss; Jordan K. Piper, JS; Samuel 
Cobb, T. Members, 56 ; initiates, 12; rejected, 1; deceased, 2. 2 

' Blazing Star, 30, Rumford. Benjamin W. Tingley, M; William Frost, S\V; 
David H. Farnum, JW; Alvan Bolster, TR; James N. Brickett, s; I. A. 
Putnam, sn; Aaron I. Abbot, JD; Samuel R. Chapman, ss; Walter B. 
Boyd, JS; Farnum Abbot, T. Members, 16. 2 

Union, 31, Union. Ebenezer Cobb, M; George Littlefield, sw; Benjamin B. 
Blackiugton, JW; Joseph Irish, TR; William G. Hawes, s; Asa Gowen, 
sn; Charles F. Blake, JD; Joseph Vaughan, ss; Lewis Andrews, JS; 
John Adams, T . Members, 40; initiates, 1. 4 

Hermon, 32, Gardiner. Edmund A. Chadwick, M; James McCurdy, sw; 
D. C. Palmer, sw; J . T . Smart, TR; F. H. Weymouth, s; Thomas 
Briery, sn; J. M. Colson, JD; Moody Palmer, ss ; Emerald McCurdy, 
JS; John Brown, T. Members, 55; initiated, 15; rejected, 5. 3 

Waterville, 33, Waterville. Wadsworth Cbipma.n, M; William A. Caffrey, 
sw; William A. Wales, Jw; William L. Maxwell, TR; Edward H. Piper, 
s; Willard Bailey, sn; Oliver C. Tozier, JD; -- ---, ss; ----, 
JS; Stephen Tozier, T. Members, 30; initiates, 5; rejected, 1; deceased, 
1. 3 

Somerset, 34, Skowhegan. Benjamin P . Pearson, ll; Nathaniel S. Robinson, 
sw; Darius Daggett, JW; Francis Drew, TR; Joseph Philbrick, s; E. 
H . Neil, MAR; Eben. Ayers, sn ; A. D. Murray, JD; P. H. Steward, ss; 
Francis Seveno, JS; James Pratt, Jr., T. Members, 55; initiates, 3. 3 

Bethlehem, 35, Augusta. Moses E. Hamlen, M; Orrin Rowe, sw; D. C. 
Stanwood, JW; George W. Ricker, TR; Charles H. Mulliken, s; Elias G. 
Hedge, sn; William H. Lombard, JD; Llewellyn Sturgis, ss; F. W. 
Albee, JS; Joshua Rollins, T. Members, 62; initiates, 3; rejected, 3. 

3 
Casco, 36, Yarmouth. Gad Hitchcock, M; Benjamin Oakes, sw; James 

Field, J\V; Perez Drinkwater, TR; David Gray, s; 0. A. Hill, sn; J. M. · 
Buckman, JD; William Mann, ss; A. H. Hill, JS; M. L. Storer, T. 
Members, 26; initiates, 12; suspended for non·payment of dues, 5. 3 

Washington, 37, Lubec. John C. Talbot, Jr., M; Levi Caswell, sw; George 
T. Hunter, JW; T. Comstock, TR; Joseph Sumner, 8; Samuel Starbird, 
sn; Jacob McGregor. JD; Salathiel Nickerson, 8s; W. J . Goodwin, Js; 
John Davidson, T. Members, 19. 9 

Harmouy, 38, Gorham. William Silla, M; Merrill Thomas, 8W; Thomas J. 
Hasty, JW; George Warren, TR; James Mann, s; Jonas ]{aymond, 8D; 
A . Nl. Benson, JD; Freeman Harding, ss; Jona. Leavitt, JS; George L. 
Darling, T. Members, 56; initiates, 4; deceased, 1. 1 

Penobscot, 39, Dexter. Isaac M. Ross, M; Thomas Brown, 8W; William 
Morgan, JW; Albert G. Scott, TR; Josiah Crosby, s; Reuben Flan
ders, sn; John Martin, Jr., JD; Levi C. Morgan, ss; Thomas E. Rogers, 
Js; Joseph Shepherd, T. Members, 65; initiates, 11. 7 

Lygonia, 40, Ellsworth. Nathaniel Moore, ~~; Daniel P. Lake, sw; N. J. 
Miller, Jr., JW; Asa McAllister, TR; S. P. Thomas, 8; --- ---, sn; 
--- ---, JD; --- ---, SS; --- ---, JS; --- ---, 
T. Members, 37; initiates, 14. 5 

Freedom, 42, Limerick. William Cobb, M ; William Gage, sw; A. N. Brad
bury, JW; Robert Cole, TR; Charles D. Staples, 8; Thomas P. Place, 
George Hoberts, JD; Gideon Straw, ss; Henry Merrill, 2d, JS; Abner 
Libby, 2d, T. Members, l!:S; initiates, 2. 1 
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Alna, 43. Damariscotta. Everett W. Stetson, 11; Isaac Chapman, sw ; 
E. Nelson Shaw, JW; William Hitchcock, TR; Charles A. Jones, s; 
Abiel Foster, CHAP; D. A. Campbell, so; James D. Huston, JD; M. P. 
Martin, ss; Hiram Hatch, JS ; Hobert Dixon, MAR; David B. Cartland, 
T. Members, 47; initiates, 23. 4 

St. Croix, 46, Calais. Joshua Veasy, M; Charles H. · Garland, sw; John 
Manning, JW ; George DownPs, TR; A. Y. Patterson, s; Francis Wil
liams, su; John N. Nash, JD; Seth Townshend, ss; --- ---, JB; 
William McHenry, T. Members, 44; initiates, 10; rejected, 1. 6 

Lafayette, 48, Headfield. GeorgeS. Currier, 11; John Varmus, sw; Emery 
0. Bean, Jw ; David Smith, TR; Asa Gill, s; Matthias Smith, so; E. H. 
Frost, JD; James Williams, ss; Asahel Brenner, JS: Jacob Gilman, 
T. Members, 34; initiates, 4. 3 

Meridian Splendor, 49, Newport. John S. Nay, M; Peleg H. Tracy, sw ; 
Benjamin S. Judkins, JW; Samuel S. Lang, TR; Benjamin S. Furber, s; 
N. L. Hayden, so; John Holbrook, JD; Orin Footman, ss; George W. 
Prescott, JS; Asil Stilson, T. Members, 20; initiates, 7; deceased, 1. 

7 
Aurora, 50, Rocklancl. D. M. Mitchell, 11; Jonas Colby, sw; John Ander

son, JW ; Constant Hankin, TR; William Farrow, s; S. M. Blackington, 
BD; 0. P. Mitchell, JD; L. M. True, ss; B. W. Blackington, JS; J. W. 
Pratt, T. Members, 36; initiates, 10; rejected, 1. 4 

Mosaic, 52, Dover. Elihu B. Averill, M; Luther Chamberlain, sw; Sands 
Bailey, JW; Paul Douglass, TR; C. M. Cobb, s; J. H. Sherwood, sD; 
Charles W. Buck, JD; J. L. Barrows, ss; Joseph Tyler, JB; A. S. Pat-
ten, T. Members, 29; initiates, 9; suspended, 1; deceased, l. 7 

Vassal borough, 54, Vassal borough. William Redington, 11; Ezekiel Small, 
Jr., Jw; Hiram Peshon , JW; J. E. Wing, TR; Thomas Stackpole, s; 
John Homans, SD; William Ayer, .JD; W. l'. Whitehouse, ss; William 
P. Grant, JS; Leander Tobey, T. Members, 17; initiates, 9. 5 

Mount Moriah, 56, Denmark. Cyrus Ingalls, ll; Joseph R. Watson, sw; 
L. H. Ingalls, JW; William Pingree, TR; Joseph Bennett, s; L. P. Saw· 
yer, SD; A. C. Lord, JD; Sewall Fly, ss; William ---, JS; Jona. In-
galls, T. Members, 16; initiates, 2. 2 

Unity, 58, Freedom. John Winslow! ll; James Weed, sw; Samuel B. 
Dodge, JW; J. C. Glidden, TR; Varney Blackstone, s; Thomas S. Keen, 
SD; William B. Leach, JD; Joshua N. Walker, ss; William Murray, JS; 
Richard Blake, T. Members, 43; initiates, 8; rejected, 2. 9 

Mount Hope, 59, Hope. Henry Hobbs, M; Josiah Hobbs, sw; John Ler
mond, JW; Moses G. Metcalf, TR; Church Fish, s; Daniel Howard , so; 
Hiram Fish JD; Ebenezer Philbrick, ss; John G. Fish, JS; E. S. G. In-
graham, T.' Members, 18; initiates, 5. 9 

Star in the East, 60, Oldtown. ,James H. Burgess, Jr; Hiram Smith, sw; 
Mark M. Gammon, J W; George H. Bartlett, TR; Solomon Moulton, s; 
Stephen D. Brown, sD; Noel Barker, JD; Isaac M. Hobert, ss; Edwin 
R. Alford, JS; John H. Smith, T. Members, 58; initiates, 8; deceased, 
~ 7 

King Solomon's, 61, Waldoborough. Joseph Miller, AI; C. C. Atwell, sw; 
William Eugley, JW ;· J. W. Tibbets, TR; Elijah J. Daggett, s; Wil
liam BParce, SD; M. M. Hawson, JD; W. S. Cocll ran , ss; Charles P. 
Willett, JS; Charles Vannab, T. Members, 40; i.nitiates, 6; deceased, 1. 

4 

King David's, 62, Lincolnville. Minot Crehore, 111; David Howe, sw; Joseph 
Brewster, JW; Israel DPcrow, TR; Henry Crehore, SEC; Austin D. 
Knight, so; David B. Decrow, JD; James Perry, ss; Thomas Cookson, 
JS; Thomas Witham, T. Members, 22; initiates, 2; deceased, 2. 9 

~5 

,·i 
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Richmond, 63, Richmond. Daniel Witham, M; Joseph A. Southard, sw; 
Jona. C. Chapman, JW; William A. Ramsdell, TR; Abiel Avery, s; 
Hartley B. Cox, 8D; James M. Kelley, JD ; Lebbeus Jenkins, 88; Daniel 
Clark, Jr., J8; Charles E. Lawson, T. Members, 59; initiates, 27. ~ 

Pacific, 64, Stetson. Lewis Barker, M; James Hawes, 8W; Nathaniel E. 
Brown, JW; Horace Shepley, TR; John F. H. Turner, s; David Barker, 
so; James B. Currier, JD; Charles Whiting, S8; Thomas S. Ranney, J8; 
William Southard, T. Members, 37; initiates, 4; rejected, 2; deceased, 2. 

7 
Mystic, 65, Hampden. A. P. Warren, M; G. B. Starbird, sw; F . H. Phipps, 

JW; E. J. Dudley, T; James H. Stuart, s; H. L. Hopkins, so; W. L . 
White, JD; J . Crosby, Jr., ss; P. W. Curtis, JS; S. S. Garland, T. Mem-
bers, 30; initiates, 2; deceased, 2. 5 

Mechanics', 66, Orono. N. H. Brackett, l!; Henry Snow, sw; 0. P . Merry
man, JW; John Dean, T; E. p. Butler, s; William E. Jones, 8D; Isaac 
Sanborn, JD; Hiram Joy, ss; Thomas McMillan, J8; Samuel Buffum, 
T. Members, 36; initiates, 7. 7 

Blue Mountain, 67, Phillips. Philip M. Stubbs, u; Curtis Smith, sw; Sew
ard Dill, JW; Joel W. Hoyt, T; H. L. Whitcomb, s; Sylvanus Robbins, 
so; Jonathan Cushman, JD; --- ---, ss; ----, JS; Sam-
uel A. Blanchard, T. Members, 22; initiates, 3. 3 

Mariners', 68, Searsport. John Towle, M; Albert H. Barnes, 8W; James 
Field, Jr., JW; Peleg Nichols, T; Josiah Blethem, Jr., 8; M. R. Hopkins, 
c; Eliab Stevens, so; Bradford McLanathan, JD; Augustus Lampher, 
ss; Johu P. Sweetsir, JS; Peter Sweetsir, T. Members, 34; initiates, 19. 

Howard, 69, Frankfort. Charles Abbot, M; S. H. Cushing, sw; E. J. Bolan, 
JW; Nathaniel Atwood, TR; A. L. Dennison, s; H. G. Morgan, so; 
James C. Lowe, JD; H. A. Avery, 88; Joseph Clark, J8; Patrick 
McShea, T . Members, 33; initiates, 5. ' 

Rising Sun, 71, Orland. --- ---, M; Allen Fraser, sw; William 
Oakes, JW; Robert 0. Gross, TR; John R. Wardwell, s; Jesse Gardner, 
so; Jolin R. Gross, JD; Henry W. Gott, ss; Joseph Partridge, JS; Ben
jamin C. Saunders, T. Members, 27; initiates, 13. 

NEW LODGES RECENTLY CHARTERED. 

PIONEER LODGE, NO. 72, at Plantation No. 11, Aroostook County. 
TYRIAN LODGE, NO. 73, at Minot, Cumberland County. 
BRISTOL LODGE, NO. 74, at Bristol. 
PLYMOUTH LODGE, NO. 75, at Plymouth. 
ARUNJ:;>EL LODGE, NO. 76, at Kennebunkport, York County. 
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TRUSTEES OF THE CHARITY FUND. 

R. W. ·TrKOTHY CHASB, Ex Officio. 

" JABEZ TRUE, 

EzRA. B. FRENCH, " 
" THOllAS B. JOHNSTON, 

II ·CHARLES B. SlliTH, ·" 
" . A. J. FuLLJnt, elected May 6, 1852, for three years . 

" JOHN WILLIAXS, ~· ·" 5, 1853, " 
" J. M. 9~00KE~ « " .5, 1853, " 

.CHARI.,ES MEG~UIBR, " " ,5, 1853, 

" J. ,H. WI,LL,ll!D, ,« " .Q, 1854, " " 
" ·WJL-LIAH ~W.Wi, " " ,Q, ~854, " " 
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STANDING REGULATIONS. 

1847. May 6. Voted, That, hereafter, each subordinate lodge 
shall pay annually to the Grand Lodge, one-eighth of a 
dollar for each of its members ; and that the sum thus 
paid, be appropriated in whole or in part, to the payment 
of the expense of one delegate from each Lodge, who 
shall attend the annual communication of the Grand 
Lodge. 

1851. May 7. Resolved, That no dues of a subordinate lodge 
be remitted, unless upon the petition of such lodge, and 
the report of a committee thereon. 

1852. ¥ay 7. Voted, That in · addition to reasonable notice 
in one or more public newspapers, the Grand Secretary 
be required hereafter, to notify all meetings of the Grand 
Lodge, by addressing a circular to the several officers and 
permanent members thereof ; and one to each subordin
ate lodge, stating the time when their returns should be 
made, dues paid, &c. 

May 7. Resolved, That it is the sense of this Grand 
Lodge, that it is contrary to the established rules of Free
masonry, for one Lodge to craft or raise an Entered Ap
prentice, initiated in another Lodge, without the recom
mendation and consent of the Lodge in which he was in
itiated. 
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1853. May 6. Voted, Upon a construction of the standing 
regulation of May 6, 1847, th.at no representative of a 
subordinate Lodge is entitled to pay as such, except for 
actual travel. 

1854. May 5. Resolved, That, in the opinion of this Grand 
Lodge, no candidate should be permitted to receive the 
degree of Fellow Craft or Mast-er Mason, without a suffi
cient knowledge of the preceding degree to prove himself 
·as a mason of such a degree in the usual manner, unless 
in a case of absolute emergency; and that a mo:r;e hasty 
manner is unmasonic and reprehensible . 

• 
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PERMANENT MEMBERS OF THE GRAND LODGE. 

M. W. WILLIAM KING,• 
SIMON GREENLEAF,* 

'
1 WILLIAM SWAN,lll 
" CHARLES FOX,* 

SAMUEL FESSENDEN, 
" ROBERT P. DUNLAP, 
" NATHANIEL COFFIN, 
" REUEL W ASHBBURN, 

ABNER B. THOMPSON, 
HEZEKIAH WILLIAMS, 

" THOMAS W. SMITH, 
JOHN T. PAINE, 

" ALEXANDER H. PUTNEY, 
" JOSEPH C. STEVENS, 
" JOHN C. HUMPHREYS, 

FREEMAN BRADFORD, 
" TIMOTHY CHASE, 

R. W. PELEG SPRAGUE, 
" AMOS NOURSE, 
" DAVID C. MAGOUN, 

ASAPH R. NICHOLS, 
JAMES L. CHILD, 

" ELISHA HARDING,* 
SAMUEL L. VA LENTINE,* 

" JOHN L. MEGQUIER,* 
GEORGE THATCHER, 
JOEL MILLER,* 

" STEPHEN WEBBER, 
FRYE HALL,* 
WILLIAM SOMERBY, " 

. •Deceased. 

P.G.M. 

" 
" 

.. 
" 

.. 
.. 

" 
G.M. 

P.D.G.M. 

.. 

P.S. G. W. 

P . J . G. W. 

" 
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INDEX. 

A. 

Address, annual of Grand Master, .. ... 5; 39; 108; 154; 213; 231 ; 280; 331 
of Benjamin B. French, June, 1849, ............................ 87 

Adoniram Lodge, difficulties in, ...................... . ................ 213 
report on, .............................. 218 

charter of restored, .••.•...••.. 219 
Alna Lodge, charter of surrendered, .... . ............ _ • • . . . .. .......... 4 7 

surrender accepted, •.••......•.•... . 54 
establishment of at Damariscotta, ..•.....•••.... . .... 157 ; 172 

Amendments to Constitution proposed and entertained, .•.•......•••.... 24 
adopted, .................................. 51 

Annual Communication .•. •••.. 1848, 3; 1849, 31; 1850, 105; 1851, 151 ; 1852, 
210; 1853,277 ; 1854,329 

Appropriation of $200 by Trustees of Charity Fund, ...••...••.•... 137 ; 173 
Arundel Lodge, petition for, . •••..••••••••• . . . •.......•.••.•••..••.... 336 

charter granted to,.. . . .. • • .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. . .. ..... 366 

B. 

Balloting to be in Master Mason's Lodge, . ................... .. ........ 178 
if unfavorable, not to be interfered with, .••..•••.•........... 219 

Binding of Reports of Proceedings ordered, ............................. 79 
Blue Mountain Lodge, petition from,. .. . . .. . .. .. . .. .. . .. .. • .. .. .. .. • 169 

action upon, ....................... 172 
petition for charter of, .......................... 214 

granted, .. • • .. • . • • .. • • • •. 222 
Boody, Henry H.-death of, .......................................... 284 
Bradford, Freeman-communication from, declining re-election, .•....... 336 

thanks voted to, ................... . ....... . .... 336 
Bristol Lodge, ....................................................... 281 

petition of for charter, ................................. 336 
granted, .......................... 366 
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c. 
Celebration of St. John's Day, 1849, ................................... 55 

purchase of tickets for, . . . . . . .• •.•.. 79 
proceedings at,.. .. • ............. . .. 80 

1851, invitation to, .....••....•••.....•... 180 
Central Lodge, renewal of charter of, .............................. . 38; 53 
Charity Funds in Subordinate Lodges, ............................ 216; 287 
Charity Fund, Trustees of elected, .. • • .... .46; 113; 173; 215; 287 ; 337 

appropriations from, . ••••••••.•....•••••••.....•.. 137 ; 173 
Chart presented by Jere my L. Cross, .. . . .. ........................... 154 
Circulars to be sent out, . .....•.. ·• . • • . • • • • • • • . • • . . • • • • . . • . . . . . . . . ... 144 
Clark, WilliamS., expulsion of, ............................. .47; 108; 117 
Committee on Correspondence, report of, . .' .. .... 15; 57; 120; 180; 234-259; 

290-306 ; 340-365 
Credentials, report of, ...... 4; 32; 106; 141; 152; 207, 210; 

278; 330 
Committees appointed, .................................. 32, 33; 107; 154 
Compensation of Chairman of Committee on Correspondence, ...... 79; 137; 

172; 221; 306; 368 
Recording Grand Secretary, ...................... 137 ; 221 

I Grand Treasurer, ................. 36; 138; 179; 231 ; 368 
Connor, Edmund-expulsion of, ................................. 170, 174 
Constitution of Grand Lodge, new draft of, ••..•.•..•••••.•••••.... 22, 23 

adopted with amendments, ••••••• · •.••••.. . 51 
vote to print 500.,copies, ................... 52 
copies of to be sent to Grand Lodges, ...... 144 
vote to print 500 copies, .................. 338 

Credentials, report of Committee on,. 4; 32; 106; 141; 152; 210; 278; 330 
Cumberland Lodge, petition of to meet at Mechanic Falls, ..••........•.. 47 

granted, .. . .... 54 

D. 

Deformity, physical..... .. • .. ......... , .............. 15; 178; 215 ; 307 
Degrees, proceedings on petitions for, . ................................ 219 

qualifications for ............ ................................ 368 
fees for to Grand Lodge changed from $2.00 to $1.00 .......... 369 

Delegate to General Convention ....................................... 368 
Delinquent Lodges, vote respecting ............... . ..................... 20 
Diplomas, vote to procure ............................................ 142 

appropriation for purchase of. . . • .. .. .. . .. . . .. .. .. • . .. • .. .. 231 
three hundred ordered ...................................... 368 
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Dispensations and Charters, report of committee on .. 52 ; 116 ; 171 ; 222 ; 366 
Districts, re-organization of. .......................................... 309 
District Deputy Grand Masters, Reports of ..... 12; 42; 109; 114; 137; 158; 

215 ; 259; .312; 370 
appointed, .............. 201 ; 271 ; 310 ; 369 
reception of at official visits, ......... • •. 290 
authorized to solicit money for marble 

block ............................ 310 
Dodge, Moses-appointed Grand Treasurer pro tern . •••...•.•••.•••... . 214 
Dues, remission of ........................ 52 ; 177, 178 ; 214, 216 ; 335, 339 

to be remitted only on petition and report thereon .....•••.•.•.•.. 178 

E. 

Eastern Lodge, communication from, . .................................. 34 
report on, .......................... 36 

Election of Grand Officers, . ..•.. ... ... 14; 45; 113; 168 ; 215; 28{); 336, 337 
Committee on Finance, ....•••• 14; 46; 113; 169; 215; 287; 337 

Exemplification of work, . ......................... 169; 207-209; 217,223 

F. 

Finance, report of Committee on, . . . • . . • • . . . • . • . .. 13 ; 48 ; 173 ; 221 ; 338 
Flint, Grenville-<Jomplaint against and censure of, ..•.......... 213, 224-230 
Foreign Correspondence, report of Committee on, ... 15; 57 ; 120; 180; 234-

256 ; 290-306; 340-365 
Royal Gloucester Lodge, ...................... 377 

Fraternal Lodge, removal of to Alfred, .......................... 214; 222 
Freedom Lodge, petition of for removal,. .. .. ......................... 157 

granted,. . .. ........... . ....... 171 
Freeport Lodge, authorized to continue work, ......•.... . •.•..••....•... 8 

petition of for renewal of charter, ...................... 11 
granted, .............. 11 

request of for aid,....... .. ............ 142, 143, 144; 285 
French, Benj. B.--address of on St. John's day, ......................... 87 
Furniture to be used in F. C. Lodge, .............................. 339, 365 

G. 

General Grand Lodge of United States, ............... 6; 179; 214, 216; 256 
Constitution for, .............. . .............. , ... 18 

approved, ....................... 21 
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General Grand Lodge, Convention to form, •••••••••••••••••••. 55 ; 134; 142 
Representative of G. Chapter to unite in forming, .. 312 

Gerrish, Joseph M.-death of, ......................................... 284 
Grand Officers present at opening, .••••• 3; 31, 57; 105; 140; 151; 207 ; 210; 

. 277; 329 
Grand Secretary, report of, ...................................... .46 ; 118 
Grand Treasurer, report of, .............................. 13; 48; 113; 213 

committee to settle account of, ..•••••••••..••••• , ••. 312 
Greenleaf, Simon-death of, ..................... . .................... 337 

resolutions in memory of, .......................... 338 

H. 

Harlow, Nathaniel-petition for diploma to widow of, ...•......•.•••.... 335 
Hermon Lodge, memorial from,.... . .. . .. • .. .. • .. • . .. .. .. . .. .... 213, 231 

petition of for charter, . . ............................. . 336 
loan of jewels to, ..................................... 339 
charter granted to, .................................... 366 

Howard Lodg.e, petition of for extension of dispensation, .••...••.•..•. 214 
granted,. . . • • . . 222 

charter granted to, ......................... 288 
Humphrey, Isaac B.-expulsion of, ............................... 170, 174 

I. 

Imperfection of body, what should debar from Masonry, .. ••.• •..• ...... 178 
Installation of officers, .. .. .. .. .. ......... 26 ; 50; 138; 170 ; 220; 288 ; 340 
Ireland, communication from Grand Lodge of,.. • ••••••.•.••..•••• 108, 116 

J. 

Jewels, loan of to Hermon Lodge, ................................. . ... 339 

K. 

King David's Lodge, . ............................................ 143, 144 
King Hiram Lodge, petition of for renewal of charter, . ••......••........ 13 

granted, ......... .. 22 
King Solomon's Lodge, charter for granted, ............................. 53 

By-Laws approved,.. • • • • • • • .. .. .. .. • .. ...... 116 
King, William-death of, ......................................... 281, 284 
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L. 

Lafayette Lodge, renewal of charter ...................... .' ....... 114, 116 
Leaman, Orren -suspension of. .................................. 170, 17 4 
Library, book-case for ................................................. 138 

twenty dollars voted for books ............................... 138 
report concerning ............... 157 

Louisiana, difficulties in .................................. , •••••.. 58 ; 130 

M. 

Mariner's Lodge, petition of for extension of dispensation ••• •·· ......... 214-
granted ...... 222 

charter granted to ........................ 288 
Mechanics' Lodge, petition for charter of. . . • • . . . • • .. • • • . • • . • • • . . . • . •. 151 

granted ....................... 171 
Meridian Splendor Lodge, charges against . ..••.•.•..•.•...•••. 213, 224-230 

memorial from .•.• ; ........................ . 214 
Mount Hope Lodge, Dispensation for .................................... 8 

petition of for charter ............................. 12 
granted ...................... 2::1 

Mystic Lodge, petition for charter of .................................. 157 
gtanted. . .. . • ................. • •. 171 

N. 

~ew Lodge at Richmond, petition for ..... u •. , • u. • .................... 38 
Waldoboro, petition for ................................. 38 

New York, difficulties in ................... , ............ 78; 120; 143; 181 
Nichols, George-memorial and appeal of .................... . ........... 213 

restoration of ....................................... 230 
Non-affiliated Master Masons1 ........ . .................................. 276 

o. 
Officers elected1 ...... , .. .. .. ... .. • , •• 14 i 45; nS; 168; 215; 286; 336, 337 

a'ppointed, ....................... 25; 50 1 139; 170;· 216; 289; 340 
installed, ........................ 26 ; 50; 138; 170; 220 ; 288; 340 

Oriental Lodge, petition of to change seal. .............. . . . .............. 38 
allowed to meet at Bridgton and Naples alternately ... 214, 222 

Otiental Star Lodge, change of seal ..................................... 54 
OXford Lodge, petition £ot removal of-•.••.•.•••.• , ••...••••••• , • ••••••.• ,.335 

gJ;anted,. ••· ..................... 366 
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P. 

Pacific Lodge, petition of for charter. • ... .... .......... . ............. 157 
granted ...................... .... 171 

Pay Roll reported, and accepted .••••. .. ... 24; 50; 118 ; 172 ; 220 ; 307 ; 340 
Permanent Members, .•.• · . ................. . .......................... 390 
Phillips, New Lodge in ............................................... 114 

dispensation granted .......... . ................ 116 
Physical deformity, report on ......................................... 307 
Pioneer Lodge, dispensation for .............................. 281, 285,287 

petition of for charter, ............................... 336 
granted, ........................ 366 

Plymouth Lodge, ................................. .. .... : ...••.•. 285, 288 
petition of for charter, ............................... 336 

granted, ........................ 366 
Proceedings, publication of, .. ... ................... 56; 138; 175, 179; 223 

each Lodge to have four copies of, ........................ 307 

Q. 

Quinby, Josiah F.-expulsion of, ................................. 170, 174 

R. 

Record should show name of applicant for degrees, brother recommend-
ing him, and result of all ballotings, ............................. 219 

Remission of dues, ........................ 177, 178; 214, 216 ; 335, 339 ; 387 
Reports of Committee on Credentials ....... 4; 32; 106; 141; 152; 207, 210; 

278; 330 
Finance, ................. 13; 48; 173; 221 ; 338 
Foreign Correspondence, .. 15; 57; 120; 180; 234-

259; 290-306 ; 340-365 
Grievances and Appeals, ... 36; 47; 117; 174; 288 
Returns, .. ......... .49; 119; 176; 220; 306; 367 
Dispensations and Charters, ... 52; 116; 171 ; 222 ; 

366 
Doings of Grand Officers, .118; 177; 220; 286; 366 

D. D. G. Masters, .•••.• 12; 42; 109, 114, 137; 158-168; 215; 259; 
312--32 

Trustees of Charity Fund, .. .. .. .. • . • • .. .. • • . . . . • • .. .. .. . .. 173 
Grand Treasurer, ............................. 13; 48; 112; 213 
Grand Secretary, ....................................... 46; 118 

Returns of Lodges, Abstract of, .••.••••.•• 26; 83; 146; 202; 272; 322; 382 
Report of Co=ittee on, .................. 49 ; 119 ; 176; 220; 306 
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Richmond Lodge, dispensation for ~anted, .••••••••. • • • . • • . • • • . . • • . • •. 52 
petition for charter, ................................ 114 

granted,.. . . .. • • .. . .. . . • • .. • .. .. 116 
Rising Sun Lodge, ................ . .............................. 281, 2R7 
Royal Gloucester Lodge, England-letter from, .......................... 327 

8. 

St. John's Lodge, property of withheld, ................................ 23 
Secretary, Grand-$40 voted for services, ............................... 55 
Solar Lodge, rank of, ........................................... 213, 222 
Special Communication, . .••.....•••••••.••.. 1849, 57; 1850, 140; 1852, 207 

vote to hold, .................................. 367 
Standing Committees appointed, .••••..•... 32, 33; 107; 154; 212; 280; 335 
Standing Regulations, ..................... . ...................... 388, 389 
Star in the East Lodge, dispensation for ................................. 8 

petition of for charter, .... ...... .............. 11 
granted, ...... ............ 22 

Steep Falls Lodge, dispensation for granted, .. ..•. . .••......... .. ...... 219 
charter of, ........................... 281, 285, 287; 311 

Swan, William--death of,. . .. . .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. • • .. .. . . . . .. .. • . . ...... 337 
resolutions in memory of, ............................ 338 

T. 

Text Book, from Virginia, .... -................................ . . .. 136, 141 
Thanks to Henry H. Boody, ....................... .......... 56; 179; 213 

Alexander H. Putney, ...................................... 56 
Benjamin B. French_, ........... ............................ 81 
City Authorities and others, ................................. 81 
D. D. G. Masters,.... . . . . . . • • • ........•.••...•...•..•...•. 137 
Jeremy L. Cross, for Masonic Chart, ..•. ~ · . • . • . • .......•.•. 154 
John C. Humphreys, ....................................... 289 
William Somerby, ...... ...................... ........... .. 289 
Freeman Bradford,.... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . • .. • .. .. . .. . .. . 336 

Treasurer, Grand, report of, .............. · .... ............ 13; 48 ; 113 ; 213 
Twenty dollars voted to for services, .• .. .. ............ 56 

donated to Charity Fund, .•....••..••. 56 
Twenty dollars voted to, ............................ 368 

Tranquil Lodge authorized to meet in Danville temporarily, ........... 8, 23 
removal of, •. . .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. . ...................... 366 

Trustees of Charity Fund ............................................. 387 
TyrianLodge, .................................................. 281, 288 



398 lNDEX. 

v. 
Vassalboro' Lodge, renewal of its eharter, •••••••. 88; 54 ; 214, 222 ; 218, 288 
VillJ~.ge Lodge, res~ptiQn .o.f labor in, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. • • • • • . . 53 

w. 
Work, exemplification of. .••••••••.•••••••. 117, 118; 169; 207-209, 217, 228 

coi;DJllittae to decide .on, .................................... 178, 179 
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