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6RAND ·:· LOD6E ·:· OF ·:· MAINE. 

Eighty-first Annual Communication. 

MASONIC HALL, PoRTLAND, } 

Tuesday, May 1, 1900. 

The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Ancient 
Free and Accepted Masons of the State of Maine, 
met in Annual Communication m Corinthian Hall, 
at nine in the morning. 

GRAND OFFICERS PRES E NT. 

M. W. WINFIELD S. CHOATE, 
R. W. ALFRED S. KIMBALL, 

WILLIAM J. BURNHAM, 
" FRANKLIN R. REDLON, 

MARQUIS F. KING, 

" STEPHEN BERRY, 
CHARLES D. SMITH, 

w. EDWIN C. DUDLEY, 

" ERMON D. EASTMAN,. 

" CHARLES W. CROSBY, 
JAMES E. KINGSLEY, . 

" ROBERT W. CARR, 
ALBERT M. AMES, 
WILLIAM N. HOWE, 

" LEVI E. JONES, 
M. W. FRANK E. SLEEPER, 

W. WALTER S. SMITH, 
" WARREN 0. CARNEY, 

1 G. L. 

Grand Master; 
Deputy Grand Master; 
Senior Grand Warden; 
Junior Gtand Warden; 
Grand Treasurer; 
Grand Secretary; 
Cor. Grand Secretary; 
Grand Marsbal; 

" 
" 

Senior Deacon; 
Junior Deacon; 
Steward; 

" 
" 

Sword Bearer; 
Stan'rd Bearer ; 

" . Lecturer; 
" Organist; 
" Tyler. 
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The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form, with 
prayer by Bro. MuRRAY B. WATSON, as Grand Chap
lain. 

On motion of Bro. JOSEPH A. LocKE, 

Voted, To dispense with the reading of the records of the last 

annual communication, and that as printed they be confirmed. 

Voted, That the Grand Tyler be authorized to employ assist
ants, not exceeding three, to aid him in the work of his office dur
ing the session of the Grand Lodge, and that the Committee on 

Pay Roll be authorized to place the names of such employees upon 
the pay roll, and that they receive the usual per diem for their ser

vices. 

Voted, That an Assistant Grand Secretary be appointed for this 
communication. 

Bro. ARTHUR H. BERRY was appointed Assistant -~ 

Grand Secretary. 

The Grand Master ordered that all Master Masons, 
in good standing, be admitted as visitors during this 
communication. 

CREDENTIALS. 

Bro. WILLIAM N. HowE presented the report of 
the Committee on Credentials, as follows: 

IN GRAND LODGE OF MAINE, } 
MASONIC HALL, l'oRTLAND, May 1, 1900. 

Your Committee on Credentials have attended to their duties, and ask 
leave to report that they find the lodges represented as follows: 

1 Portland, by Thomas E. McDonald, M; Charles C. Berry, S W; George 
H. Allan, JW. 

2 Warren, by Francis L. Talbot, M. 
3 --Lincoln, not represented. 
4 Hancock, by J. Walter Weeks, M. 
5 Kennebec, by James J .. Jones, Proxy. 
6 Amity, by William H. Eells, Proxy. ·J 



1900.] Grand Lodge of M aine. 

7 Eastern, by Warren S. Kane, M; Walter F. Bradish, Proxy. 
8 United, by Edward H. Willis, Proxy. 
9 Saco, by Philip C. Tapley, M. 

10 Rising Virtue, by Daniel W. Maxfield, Proxy. 
11 Pythagorean, by Tobias L. Eastman, Proxy. 
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12 Cumberland, by Frank W. Winter, 1\I; Newell P . Haskell , SW; Chas. 
E . Hobinson, Proxy. 

13 Oriental, by Frank A. Webb, M; Luther F. McKenney, P roxy. 
14 Solar, by WalterS. Glidden, SW; John Scott, JW; W. Scott Shorey, 

Proxy. 
15 Orient, by George H. Gardiner, l'roxy. 
16 St. Ge_orge, by Oscar E. Starrett, Proxy. 
17 Ancient Land-Mark, by Winslow E. Howell, M; Charles F. Tobie, 

SW; Frank C. Allen, JW; George H. Owen, Proxy. 
18 Oxford, by .William J. Jones, M; Herman L . Bartlett, SW; George 

Hazen, JW; George W. Holmes, Proxy. 
19 Felicity, by James M. Nevens, Proxy. 
20 Maine, by William M. Pratt, M; Elvarus A. Hussell , SW. 
21 Oriental Star, by David C. Searles, Proxy. 
22 Yo1·k, by Charles H. Cole, Proxy. 
2:l Freeport, by Ernest E. Pinkham, M. 
24 Phr:enix, by Clifford J. Pattee, JW. 
25 Temple, by Levi Elwood Jones, Proxy. 
26 Village, by Charles L. Mosher, Proxy. 
27 Adonimm, by Joshua W. Small, Proxy. 
28 No1·thern Star, by Fred S. Parsons, Proxy. 
29 Tranquil, by Lavator 0. Morse, M; Murray B. Watson, SW; Charles 

E . Merrill , Proxy. 
30 Blazing Star, by John J. Calhoun, M; Fred A. Porter, Proxy. 
31 Union, by George C. Hawes, M. 
32 He!'lnon, by Fred. D. Loring, M; James M. Larrabee, Proxy. 
33 Wate1·ville, by John M. Webber, M. 
34 Somerset, by Amos K. Butler, JW; W. H. G. Estes, Proxy. 
35 Bethlehem, by James E . Kingsley, M; Waterman N_. Redmond, SW; 

George W. Williams, JW; Fred'k W. Plaisted, Proxy. 
36 Casco, by Edwin M. White, M; Louis .P. Pomeroy, SW. 
37 - - -Washington, not represented. 
38 Harmony, by Stephen P. Libby, Proxy. 
39 Penobscot, by E. H. Witham, Proxy. 
40 Lygonia, by Elvert E. Barker, M·; James E. Parsons, Proxy. 
41 Morn·ing Star, by Thomas '1'. Jenkins, M. · 
42 Freedom, by Autine W. Sawyer, SW. 
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43 Alna, by George H. Weeks, Proxy. 
44 Piscataquis, by Will S. Owen, Proxy. 

[May, 

46 Central, by Gustavus J. Nelson, M; Willis W. Washburn, Proxy. 
46 St. Croiz, by William H. Keene, M. 
47 Dunlap, by Frederick P. Abbott, Proxy. 
48 Lafayette, by Ellsworth E. Peacock, M. 
49 Meridian Splendor, by Wilson M. Stuart, M. 
60 Aurora, by Asa P. St. Clair, Proxy. 
61 St. John's; by Edward A. Chelsey, Proxy. 
62 Mosiac, by William M. Steward, M. 
63 Rural, by William P. Marble, M; Joseph_ E. Nash, SW. 
64 Vassalboro, by Joseph Wall, M; Charles H. Lightbody, SW._ 
66 Fraternal, by John M. Akers, Proxy. 
66 Mount Moriah, by Almon P. Pingree, M; Luther Trumbull, SW. 
67 King Hiram, by William F. Putnam, Proxy. 
58 Unity, by Albert W. Ward, Proxy. 
69 Mount Hope,-Charter surrendered 1879. 

60 Star in the East, by John H. Morrison, Proxy. 
61 ---King Solomon's, not represented. 
62 ---King David's, not represented. 
63 Richmond, by Henry K. Stinson, M. 

64 Pacific, by Stilman J. Ridlon, M. 
65 Mystic, by Sumner D. Greeley, M. 
66 Mechanics', by Robert M. Hutchinson, M; Anson A. Powers, SW. 
67 Blue Mountain, by Daniel F. Field, M. 
68 Mariners', by James E. Wentworth, M. 
69 Howard, by Frank W. Haley, JW; Lewis Atwood, Proxy. 
70 Standish, by William S. Thompson, M. 
71 Rising Sun, by Ashur B. Hutchins, M. 
72 Pioneer, by George H. McNally, Proxy. 
73 Tyrian, by Fred E. Dwinal, Proxy. 
74 Bristol, by Calvin V. Robbins; Proxy. 
76 Plymouth, by Walter G. Loud, M. 
76 Arundel, by W. Francis Goodwin, Proxy. 
77 Tremont, by Eben F. Richardson, Proxy. 
78 Crucent, by Alvra W. Leighton, SW. 
79 Rockland, by Jacob R. Stewart, Proxy. 
80 Keystone, by Leander F. Mcintyre, M; Corydon Fellser, Prexy. 
81 Atlantic, by James E. Leighton, M; Fred H. Cobb, SW; Elihu H. Rice, 

JW. 
32 St. Paul's, by Perry B. Cooper, Proxy. 
83 St. Andrew's, by George M. Fletcher, Proxy. 

" 
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84 Eureka, by Charles G. Crocker, M. · 
85 Star in the West, by E. D. Chase, SW. 
86 Temple, by Oliver A. Cobb, Proxy. 
87 Benevolent, by Camillus K. Johnson, Proxy. 
88 Narrayuagus, by Phineas B. Guptill, :\f. 

89 Island, by Edwin S. Preble, M. 
90 H·iram .Abijf,_:_Charter revoked 1868. 
91 Harwood, by Willis H. Alle.n, M. 
92 Siloam, by George G. Weeks, M. 
93 Horeb, by Benjamin H. Chesley, Proxy. 
94 Paris, by A. C. Thomas King, Proxy. 

95 Corinthian, by Lynne H. Blanchard, M; Edward G. Varney, Proxy. 
96 Monument, by George A. Gorham, Jr., Proxy. 
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97 Bethel, by Newton E . Richardson, M; Herbert C. Rowe, JW; Charles 
Mason, Proxy. 

98 Katahdin, by John Jackman, M. 
99 ---Vernon Valley, not represented. 

100 - ·--Jefferson, not represented. 
101 Nezinscot, by Harry W. Bur<lin, M; Francis T. Faulkner, Proxy. 
102 Marsh River, by Forrest K. Roberts, M. 
103 Dresden, by John S. Snow, JW. 
104 Dirigo, by Alonzo D. Miller, Proxy. 
105 Ashlar, by Lewis V. Winship, M. 
106 Tuscan, by James H. Leighton, M. 

107 Day Spring, by Ai Q. Mitchell, Proxy. 
108 Relief-Charter recalled 1894. 
109 ---Mount Kineo, not represented. 
110 Monmouth, by Horace S. Bent, M. 

111 Liberty, by Percy Leman, M. 
112 Ea.,tern Frontier, by Chandler C. Harvey, M. 
113 Messalonskee, by Orestes E. Crowell, Proxy. 
114 Polar Star, by John W. Ballou, Proxy. 
115 Buxton, by John Berryman, Proxy. 

116 Lebanon, by George E . Porter, Proxy. 
117 Greenleaf, by William R. Copp, M; James C. Ayer, Proxy. 
ll8 ---Drummond, not represented. 
119 Pownal, by Albert M. Ames, Proxy. 

120 Meduncook,-Charter surrendered, 1884. 
121 Acacia, by William D. Trufant, M. 
122 Marine, by Frank A. Gross, M. 
123 Franklin, by .James H. Howes, Proxy. 

124 Olive Branch, by Henry D. Worth, M. 
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125 Meridian, by Leon L. Libby, Proxy. 

126 ---Timothy Chase, not represented. 

127 Presumpscot, by Harrison R. Waterhouse, Proxy. 

128 Eggemoggin, by Fred J. Sargent, M. 

129 Quimtabacook, by Edwin R. Keene, M. 

130 Trinity, by Leon S. Howe, M. 

131 Lookout, by Merritt G. Huntley, SW. 

132 Mount Tir'em, by Daniel Brown, Proxy. 

[May, 

133 .Asylum, by J. Putnam Stevens, M; Charles W. Crosby, Proxy. 

134 Trojan,-Consolidated with Star· in the West Lodge, No. 85, in 1888. 
135 Riverside, by Charles W. Besse, SW. 

136 Ionic,-Charter surrendered in 1882. 
137 Kenduskeag, by F . Ernest Harvey, M. 

138 Lewy's Island, by Theodore Morrison, M. 

139 Archon, by Charles Hale Thurlow, M. 

140 Mount Desert, by Melville L. Allen, M. 

141 Augusta, by Charles W. Fletcher, M; Irving 0. Gage, SW. 

142 Ocean, by Charles H. Brown, M. 

143 Preble, by Charles S. Holmes, Proxy. 

144 Seaside, by Oscar S. Yates, Proxy. 

145 Moses Webster, by Claes E. Bowman, M; Llewellyn F. Arey, Proxy. 

140 Sebasticook, by John H. McGorrill, Proxy. 
147 Evening Star, by Alfred Cole, Proxy. 

148 Forest, by Hiram Stevens, Proxy. 

149 Doric, by Walter C. Jackson, M; Edward P. Blanchard, SW. 

150 Rabboni, by Frank A. Conant, SW. 
151 Excelsior, by Albert W. Hasson, Proxy. 

152 Crooked River, by Sumner J. Skillings, Proxy. 

153 Delta, by John A. Farrington, Proxy. 

154 Mystic Tie, by George N. Coburn, S W; Eugene S. Twaddle, Proxy. 

155 Ancient York, by Lora I. Philbrook, SW; William H. Douglas, JW; 
Harry E. Plummer, Proxy. 

156 Wilton, by Daniel J. Norton, M. 

157 Cambridge, by Jacob T. Brown, Proxy. 

158 Anchor, by Austin S. Thompson, JW. 

159 Esoteric, by Albert K. Cushman, M. 

160 Parian, by John E. Gray, Proxy. 

161 Carrabassett, by Alpheus Nason, M; Ivory Lowe, Proxy. 

162 .AriiJn, by George H. Moore, Proxy. 

163 Pleasant River, by Austin W. Sherburne, M. 

164 Webster, by George W. Jordan, Proxy. 

165 Molunkus, by John W. Caldwell, Proxy. 

" 
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166 Neguemkeag, by George S. Perkins, JW. 
167 Whitney, by Herbert J. DeShon, Proxy. 
168 Composite, by Perley E. Speed, SW. 
169 Shepherd's River, by John Grafton, Proxy. 
170 Caribou, by Arthur A. Garden, SW. 
171 Naskeag, by Stephen E. McFarland, M. 
172 Pine Tree, by William H. Bither, JW. 
173 ---Pleiades, not represented. 
174 Lynde , by Frank H. Jewell, M. 
175 Baskahegan, by David C. Parker, Proxy. 
171j Palestine,-Consolidated with Dunlap, No. 47, Sept. 23, 1895. 

177 ---Rising Star, not represented. 
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178 Ancient Brothers', by John R. Webber, M; Albert M. Penley, Proxy. 
179 Yorkshire, by William B. Littlefield, Proxy. 
180 Hiram, by Frank I. Brown, M; Albert A. Cole, Proxy. 
181 Reuel Washburn,-Consolidated with Oriental Star, No. 21, in 1882. 

182 Granite, by Willard E. Bryant, Proxy. 
183 Deering, by Walter S. Coleman, M; Silas B. Adams, SW; Chas. D. 

Moses, JW; Francis E. Chase, Proxy. 
184 N11,val, by Horace Mitchell, Proxy. 
185 Bar Harbo'r, by Eben K. Whittaker, M; Frank M. Conners, Proxy. 
186 lVarren Phillips, not represented. 
187 Ira Berry, by Otis Littlefield, M; Ithama.r E. Stanley, Proxy. 
188 Jonesport, by Samuel B. Cummings, M. 
189 Knox, by Arthur F. Sellers, M. 
190 Springvale, by William J. Gowen, JW. 
191 Davi.~, by Oscar Sweet, M; Chas. B. Richardson, Proxy. 
192 Winte1· Harbor, by Amos E . Small, M; Charles H. Davis, SW. 
193 Washburn, by Frank Gould, M. 
194 Euclid, by Orner D. Eames, M. 
195 Reliance, by Rollins Y. Stinson, Proxy. 
196 Bay View, by Edward W.b.itehouse, Proxy. 
197 Aroostook, by J ohn M. Ramsey, Proxy. 
198 ---St. Aspinquid, not represented. 
199 Bingham, by David G. Bean, JW. 
200 Columbia, by Hiram Hunt, M; James E. Bigney, Proxy. 
201 David A. Hooper, by Gilbert F. Hooper, SW. 
202 Mount Bigelow, by Walter E. Hinds, M. 
203 Mount Olivet, by Thomas Sukeforth, M. 

Number of chartered lodges, 195; represented, 183; delegates, 239. 
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Your committee further finrls that the following Permanent Members 
are present: 

M . W. J OSIAH H. DRUMMOND, P. G. M. 

" EDwARD P. BuRNHA!l, " 
" CHARLES I. COLLA!lORE, " 
" MARQUIS F. KING, 

" WILLIAM R . G. ESTES, ,. 

" FESSENDEN I. DAY, 

FRANK E. SLEEPER, 

" ALBRO E. CHASE, " 
" HENRY R. TAYLOR, - .- " 

HORACE H. BURBANK, 

" AUGUSTUS B. FARNHAM, " 
" JOSEPH A . LOCKE, " 

R.W. TH ADDEUS R. SIMONTON. - P . S. G . W . 

" SUMNER J . CHADBOURNE, " 
" JOSEPH M. HAYES, -
" LEANDER M . KENNISTON, " 
" D ANIE L P. BOYNTON, " 
" GEORGE R. SHAW, " 
" HERBERT HARRIS, " 
" ALBERT M . PENLEY, 

" ELMER P. SPOFFORD, 

JOHN W. BALLOU, - P. J. G. W. 

" A.M. WETHERBEE, " 
" ARCHIE LEE TALBOT, 

" AUGUSTUS BAILEY, -
" ALGERNON M. ROAK, " 
" EDMUND B. MALLET, " 
" SAMUEL L. MILLER, 

HOWARD D. SMITH, -
W!I. FREEMAN LORD, " 
GUSTAVUS H. CARGILl,, " 
MosEs TAIT, " 
BENJA!!IN L. H ADLEY, " 

" ENOCH 0. GREENLEAF, " 
" MILLARD M. CASWELL, " 

And Grand Officers as follows: 
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M.W. WINFIELD S. CHOATE, Grand M..ster. 

R. W. ALFRED S. KIMBALL, Deputy Grand Master. 

" WILLIAM J. BuRNHAM, Senior Grand Warden. 

" FRANKLIN R . REDLON, Junior Grand Warden. 

MARQUIS F . KING, Grand Treasurer. 

" STEPHEN BERRY, Grand Secretary. 

" CHARLES D. SMITH, Cor. Grand Secretary. 

" ALFRED SMALL, D. D . G. M. 2d Dist. 

" DAVID W. CAMPBELL, " 3d " 
" THEODORE A. SMITH, 4th " 
" ADEI,BERT MILLETT, - 7th 

" S. AuGUSTUS PARKER, 8th " 
" CHAS. E. MESERVEY, - as 9th 

" JoHN H. McDouGALL, " lOth " 
" CHARLES B . ADAMS, " 11th " 
" JAMES H. WITHERELL, 12th " 

GRANVILLE D. PERKINS, " 13th " 
" FREEMAN M . GRANT, " 14th " 

FRED RAYMOND, - " 15th " 
ALBERT H . BURROUGHS, - " 17th " ... ISAAC F . JEWETT, " 18th " 

" EvERETT M. STAPLES, 19th " 
" PHILIP J. MILI,S, " 20th " 
" CHAS. F . PAINE, 21st 

MILTON L. MEiiRII,L, - " 22d " 
GEORGE H. GoDING, 24th 

" J . FRANK BRYSON, 25th " 
w. & Rev. GEORGE F. DEGAN, - Grand Chaplain. 

w. EDWIN C. DUDLEY, " Marshal. 

ERMON D. EASTMAN, " Senior Deacon. 

CHARLES W . CROSBY, Junior Deacon. 

" JAMES E. KINGSLEY, Steward. 

n ROBERT W . CARR, - " " 
" ALBERT M. AMES, - " 
" WILLIAM N. HowE, " Sword Bearer. 

" LEVI E . JONES, " Stand'd Bearer. 

M.W. FRANK E. SLEEPER, Lecturer. 

W. WALTER S. SMITH, " Organist. 

WARREN o. CARNEY, " Tyler. 

There are a lso present the following Grand Representatives from other 

Grand Lodges: 
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Alabama-JosiAH H. DRUMMOND. 

Arizona-AuGUSTUS BAILEY. 

Arkansas-JoHN W. BALLOU. 

Belginm-ELMER P . SPOFFORD. 

British Columbia-

THADDEus R . SIMONTON. 

California-HENRY R. TAYLOR. 

Canada-SuMNER J. CHADBOURNE. 

Colorado-FRANK E . SLEEPER. 

Nebraska-EDwARD P . BuRNHAM. 

Nevada--LEANDER M. KENNISTON. 

N. Hampshire-HowARD D. SMrrH. 

New Jersey-JosiAH H. DRUMMOND. 

New York-MARQUif> F . KING. 

New Zealand-HERBERT HARRIS. 

North Carolina-WM. R. G. Esn:s. 

North Dakota-ALGERNON M. RoAK. 

Nova Scotia--JosiAH H. DRmuroND. 

Delaware-AuGusTus B. FARNHAM. Ohio-WILLIA~I J. BuRNHAM. 

Dist. of Colnmbiar-STEPHEN BERRY. Oregon-ERMON D. EASTMAN. 

Florida-JosiAH H. DRUM!IOND. 

Georgia- " " " 
ldaho-ALBRO E. CHASE. 

Illinois-JosEPH A . LocKE. 

Indian Territory-

JosEPH M. HAYES. 

Kansas-ARCHIE LEE TALBOT. 
Louisiana-Josi AH H. DRU!UIOND. 

Manitoba-A. M. WETHERBEE. 

Maryland-SAMUEL L . MILLER. 

Michigan-FESSENDEN I. DAY. 

Mississippi-CHAS. I. CoLLAMORE. 

Missouri-DANIEL P. BoYNTON. 

Peru-ALFRED S. KIMBALL. 

Quebec-JosiAH H. DRu~niOND. 

Rhode Island-HoRAc•: H. B uRBANK. 

South Dakota-

FRANCIS T . FAULI(NER. 

Tennessee-HuGH R. CHAPLIN. 

Texas-JosiAH H . DRUMMOND. 
Vermont-GEORGE R. SHAW. 

Virginia-WINFIELD S. CHOATE . 

Washington-ENOCH 0. GREENLEAF. 

West Virginia--ALBERT M. PENLEY. 

Wisconsin-EmtUND B. M.tLLET. 

Fraternally submitted, 

WM. N. HOWE, 

CHARLES B . ADAMS, 

FRANCIS L . TALBOT, 
~ Committee. 

The report was accepted and permission was giv~n 

to the committee to add and amend. 

The Grand Master then appointed the following 

STANDING COMMITTEES. 

On Doings of the Grand. Officers. 
HE NRY H. TAYLoR, Josf:PH A. LocKE, HowARD D. S!IITH. 

On the Pay Roll. 
A . C. T. KING, WALTER S. GLIDDEN, CHARLES W. FLETCHKR. 

On Unfinished Business. 
JOSEPH M. HAYES, ALBERT M. PENLEY, ENOCH 0. GREENLEAF. 
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TRANSPORTATION. 

Bro. STEPHEN BERRY submitted the following re
port, which was accepted: 

¥AsoNrc HALL, PORTLAND, Tuesday, May 1, HlOO. 

To theM. W. Grand Lodge of Maine. 

Your Committee on Transportation m:tde the usual arrangements with 
railroad and steambo:tt lines, and the lodges and members were notified of 
the terms. Fraternally submitted, 

STEPHEN BERRY, } 
W. FRimMAN LORD, Committee. 
CHARLES M. SLEEPER, 

The. Grand Master then delivered his 

ANNUAL ADDRESS. 

Bretlzren of the Grand Lodge: 

As the accredited representatives of the more than twenty-two 
thousand Free and Accepted Masons of our State, we have again 
assembled in annual communication, to give an account of our 

stewardship, to decide such questions as may be presented for our 
determination, and to legislate for the best interests of the craft. 

To one and all I extend a most cordial greeting. While the 
" ancient landmarks " of our institution are to be carefully pre
served, and its fundamental principles guarded from innovation, 
it is equally true that we must meet the changing relation's of life 
by new methods ·and new la..ys. No human government or insti

tion ever came from its makers calculated to meet all the condi
tions of its future existence. Fundamental principles may and do 
remain, but to carry those into full effect will require new methods 
and new laws. 

The constitution of our country, founded upon the principles 

of freedom and equal rights, has been amended from time to time 
to meet new conditions and new issues. And so with Masonry, 

while we pledge our unqualified allegiance to its great truths, we 
must, to perpetuate those truths, add to and change our constitu
tion and laws, as the necessities of the time may require. · 
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All such legislation should be with that conservatism and sound 
judgment which has ever been a distinguishing characteristic of 
the Grand Lodge of Maine, and adopted only after the most care

ful and mature consideration. 
Before entering upon the active bu~iness of the Grand Lodge, 

it is meet that we pause to pay loving tribute to the memory of 
those, our brethren, whose journeys here have ended, who have 

laid aside their working tools and are at rest. 
On April 6th, I received notice of the death of our Senior Past 

Grand Master, Hiram Chase, at his-home in Belfast. 

It was his wish that the Grand Lodge perform his burial service, 
and on Sunday, April 8th, at his late residence, assisted by Bro. 
Frederick W. Plaisted as Deputy Grand Master, Bro. Edwin C. 
Dudley as Grand Marshal and the brethren of Phrenix Lodge, 

the full burial service was performed, after which the Grand Lodge 
accompanied the remains to the cemetery, where the body was 

placed in the family tomb. 
Brother Chase had been such a long and constant attendant 

upon the meetings of the Grand Lodge, that his good qualities as 
a man and his devotion to Masonry are well known to us all. 

Born in Charlestown, Massachusetts, Dec. 4, I8IJ, his parents 
removed to Belfast in I8I8 and he continued his residence there 

to his death. During his life he held the office of Postmaster, 
under appointment by President Lincoln, and other positions of 
trust to which he was called by his fellow citizens. 

In Masonry he is best known to us and will be longest remem

bered. He was made a mason in Phrenix Lodge, December I4, 
I846, and from that time until his death he took an active interest 
in the Institution. The first record of his appearance in the 

Grand Lodge was in I849, as Junior Warden of Phrenix Lodge; 
in I 8 5 I, he was present as Master of same lodge and was ap

pointed Grand Pursuivant pro tem . ; in .1854, as Proxy for his 
lodge, and that year his father, Timothy Chase, was elected Grand 

Master; there is no record of his presence in 18so, •·sz or '53; 
in I855, he was again present as Master of Phrenix Lodge and 
was appointed Grand Senior Deacon; in 1856, elected Deputy 
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Your committee further finds that the following Permanent Members 
are present: 

M. w. JOSIAH H . DRUMMOND, 

" EDWARD P. BURNHAM, 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" ,, 

" 
" 

CHARLES I. COLI.AMORE, 

MARQUIS F. KING, 

WILLIAM R. G. ESTES, 

FESSENDEN l. DAY, 

FRANK E. SLEEPER, 

ALBRO E. CHASE, 

HENRY R . TAYLOR, -

HORACE I-l. BURBANK, 

AuGusTus B. FARNHAlr, 

JOSEPH A. LOCKE, 

R. w. THADDEUS R. SIMONTON. -

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

" 

" 

" 
" 

" 
" 
" 

SuMNER J. CHADBOURN~>, 

JOSEPH M . HAYES, -

LEANDER M . KENNISTON, 

DANIEL P. BOYNTON, 

GwoRGE R. SHAW, 

HERBERT HARRIS, 

ALBERT M. PENLEY, 

ELMER P. SPOFFORD, 

JOHN W. BALLOU, 

A . M . WETHERBEE, 

ARCHIE LEE TALBOT, 

AUGUSTUS BAILEY, -

ALGERNON M. ROAK, 

EDMUND B. MALLET, 

SAMUEL L . MILLER, 

HOWARD D. SMITH, -

W}I, FREEMAN LORD, 

GuSTAvus H. CARGILJ, , 

MOSES TAIT, 

BENJU!IN L . HADLEY, 

ENOCH 0. GREENLEAF, 

MILLARD M. CASWELL, 

And Grand Officers as follows: 

P. G. M. 

,, 

" 
" 

.- " 
" 
" 
" 

P. S. G. W. 

" 
" 
" 

" 
- P. J. G. W. 

" 

" 

" 
" 
" 

" 
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M.W. WINFIELD S. CHOATE, Grand Master. 
R. W. ALFRED S. KIMBALL, Deputy Grand Master. 

" WILLIAM J. BURNHAM, Senior Grand Warden. 

" FRANKLIN R. REDLON, Junior Grand Warden. 
MARQUIS F. KING, Grand Treasurer. 
STEPHEN BERRY' Grand Secretary. 
CHARLES D. SMITH, Cor. Grand Secretary. 
ALFRED SMALL, D. D. G. M. 2d Dist. 

" DAVID w. CA!IPBELI"' " 3d " 
" THEODORE A. SMITH, " 4th " 
" Ami r.BERT MILLETT, - " 7th " 

S. AuGusTus PARKER, " 8th " 
" CHAS. E. MESERVEY, - as 9th " 
" JoHN H. McDouGALL, " lOth " 
" CHARLES B. ADAMS, " 11th " 
" JutES H. WITHERELL, 12th " 
" GRANVILLE D. PERKINS, 13th 

" FREEMAN M. GRANT, " 14th " 
FRED HAY!IOND, - " 15th " 

" ALBERT H. BURROUGHS, - " 17th " 
" IsAAC F. JEWETT, " 18th " 
" EvERETT M. STAPLES, " 19th " 
" PHILIP J. MILLS, 20th " 
" CHAS. F. PAINE, " l:llst " 

MILTON L. MERRILL, - " 22d 
GEORGE H. GODING, " 24th " 

" J. FRANK BRYSON, " 25th " 
W. & Rev. GEORGE F. DEGAN, - Grand Chaplain. 

w. EDWIN C. DuDLEY, " Marshal. 
ERMON D. EASTMAN, Senior Deacon. 

" CHARLES W. CROSBY, " Junior Deacon. 

" JAMES E. KINGSLEY, " Steward. 
n ROBERT W. CARR, -. " 
" ALBERT M. AMES, - " 

WILLIAM N. HowE, Sword Bearer. 

" LEVI E. JONES, " Stand'd Bearer. 

M.W. :FRANK E. SLEEPER, Lecturer. 

w. WALTER s. SMITH, " Organist. 

" WARREN 0. CARNEY, " Tyler. 

There are also present the following Grand Representatives from other 

Grand Lodges: 
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Alabama-JosiAH H. DRUMMOND. 

Arizona-AuGUSTUS BAILEY. 

Arkansas-JoHN W. BALLOU. 

Belginm-ELMER P . SPOFFOnD. 

British Columbia-
THADDEUS R. SIMONTON. 

California-HENRY R. TAYLOR. 

Canada-SuMNER J. CHADBOURNE. 

Colorado-FRANK E. SLEEPER. 

Nebraska-EDWARD P. BuRNHAM. 

Nevada-LEANDER M. KENNISTON. 

N. Hampshire-HowARD D. SmTn. 

New Jersey--Josun H. DRuMMOND. 

New York-MARQUIS F. KrNG. 

New Zealand-HERBERT HARRIS. 

NorLh Carolina-WAr. R. G. Esn:s. 

North Dakota-ALGERNON M. RoAK. 

Nova ScoLia-...JosiAn H. DRUMMOND. 

Delaware-AuGUSTUS B. FARNHAM. Obio-WILLIA~r J. BuRNHAM. 

Dist. of Colnmbia-STEPBEN BERRY. Oregon-ERMON D. EASTMAN. 

Florida-JosiAH H. DRmmoND. 

" Georgia- " 
Idaho-ALBRO E. CHASE. 

Illinois-JosEPH A. Locrn:. 

Indian Territory-

JosEPH M. HAYES. 

Kansas-ARCHIE LEE TALBOT. 
Louisiana-JosiAH H. DRmniOND. 

Manitoba-A. M. WETHERBEE. 

Maryland-SutOEL L. MrLLEfl:· 

Michigan-FF:ssENDEN I. DAY. 

Mississippi-Crus. I. CoLLAMORE. 

Missouri-DANIEL P. BoYNTON. 

Peru-ALFRED S. KrMBALL. 

Quebec-JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND. 

Rhode Island-HoRAC~: H. B uRBANK. 

South Dakota-

FRANCIS T. FAULKNER. 

Tennessee-HuGH R. Cr-IAPLIN. 

T e>.:a.s-.JosrAH H. DRuM~IOND. 
Vermont-GI!lORGE R. SHAW. 

Virginia-WINFIELD S. CHOATE. 

Washington-ENOCH 0. GREENLEAF. 

West Virginia-ALBERT M. PENLEY. 

Wisconsin-EmiUND B. MALLET. 

Fraternally submitted, 

WM. N. HOWE, ~ 
CHARLES B. ADAMS, Com111itlee. 
FRANCIS L. TALBOT, 

The report was accepted and permission was given 
to the committee to add and amend. 

The Grand Master then appointed the following 

STANDING COMMITTEES. 

On Doings of the Grand Officers. 

HI!JNRY H. TAYLOR, Josr~PH A. LOCKE, HOWARD D. s~lll'H. 

On the Pay Roll. 

A. c. T. KING, wALTER s. GLIDDEN, CHARLES w. FLI!JTCHKR. 

On Unfinished Business. 

JosEPH M. HAYES, ALBERT M. PENLEY, ENOCH 0. GREENLEAF. 



I900.] Grand Lodge of Ma£ne. I I 

TRANSPORTATION. 

Bro. STEPHEN BERRY submitted the following re
port, which was accepted: 

MASONIC HALL, PoRTLAND, Tuesday, May 1, 1900. 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine. 

Your Committee on Transportation made the usual arrangements with 
railroad and steamboat lines, and the lodges and members were notified of 
the terms. Fraternally submitted, 

STEPHEN BERRY, } 
W. FREEMAN LORD, Committee. 
CHARLES M. SLEEPER, 

The Grand Master then delivered his 

ANNUAL ADDRESS. 

Brethren o.f tlte Grand Lodge: 

As the accredited representatives of_ the more than twenty-two 
thousand Free and Accepted Masons of our State, we have again 
assembled in annual communication, to give an account of our 

stewardship, to decide such questions as may be presented for our 
determination, and to legislate for the best interests of the craft. 

To one and all I extend a most cordial greeting. While the 
" ancient landmarks " of our institution are to be carefully pre
served, and its fundamental principles guarded from innovation, 
it is. equally true that we must meet the changing relations of life 

by new methods and new laws. No human government or insti
tion ever came from its makers calculated to meet all the condi
tions of its future existence. Fundamental principles may and do 
remain, but to carry those into full effect will require new methods 

and new laws. 
The constitution of our country, founded upon the principles 

of freedom and equal rights, has been amended from time to time 
to meet new conditions and new issues. And so with Masonry, 
while we pledge our unqualified allegiance to its great truths, we 

must, to perpetuate those truths, add to and change our constitu
tion and laws, as the necessities of the time may require. · 
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All such legislation should be with that conservatism and sound 
judgment which has ever been a distinguishing characteristic of 
the Grand Lodge of Maine, and adopted only after the most care

ful and mature consideration. 
Before entering upon the active business of the Grand Lodge, 

it is meet that we pause to pay loving tribute to the memory of 
those, our brethren, whose journeys here have ended, who have 

laid aside their working tools and are at rest. 
On April 6th, I received notice of the death of our Senior Past 

Grand Master, Hiram Chase, at his home in Belfast. 

It was his wish that the Grand Lodge perform his burial service, 
and on Sunday, April 8th, at his late residence, assisted by Bro. 
Frederick W. Plaisted as Deputy Grand Master, Bro. Edwin C. 
Dudley as Grand Marshal and the brethren of Phrenix Lodge, 
the full burial service was performed, after which the Grand Lodge 

accompanied the remains to the cemetery, where the body was 
placed in the family tomb. 

Brother Chase had been such a long and constant attendant 

upon the meetings of the Grand Lodge, that his good qualities a·s 
a man and his devotion to Masonry are well known to us all. 

Born in Charlestown, Massachusetts, Dec. 4, 1817, his parents 
removed to Belfast in 1818 and he continued his residence there 
to his death. During his life he held the office of Postmaster, 
under appointment by President Lincoln, and other positions of 
trust to which he was called by his fellow citizens. 

In Masonry he is best known to us and will be longest remem

bered. He was made a mason in Phrenix Lodge, December 14, 
1846, and from that time until his death he took an active interest 
in the Institution. The first record of his appearance in the 

Grand Lodge was in 1849, as Junior Warden of Phrenix Lodge; 
in 1851, he was present as Master of same lodge and was ap

pointed Grand Pursuivant pro tem.; in .1854, as Proxy for his 
lodge, and that year his father, Timothy Chase, was elected Grand 

Master ; there is no record of his presence in 18 5o, '52 or '53 ; 
in 1855, he was again present as Master of Phrenix Lodge and 
was appointed Grand Senior Deacon; in 1856, elected Deputy 
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Grand Master and re-elected in 1857; in 1858 he was elected 
Grand Master and re-elected in 185g, M. W. Bro. Josiah H. 
Drummond serving as Deputy Grand Master during those two 

years; July 5, 18 58 , he laid the corner stone of the City Hall, 
Portland, and his address at the banquet which followed, won the 
highest praise. In the Grand Chapter he was Grand Steward for 

five years, from 1855 to 1859; Grand Principal Sojourner 186o: 
61 and '62 ; Grand Scribe in 1864 and Deputy Grand High Priest 
in 1865. In the Grand Council he was fourth officer in 1856 and 

third in 1857 and 1858. At the date of death he was senior mem
ber of the Order of High Priesthood. His is the only instance in 
our Grand Lodge where father and son have occupied the high 
position of Grand Master. A kind and cordial gentleman, a faith

ful and uncompromising mason, his friendly greeting and helpful 
counsel will be greatly missed in our deliberations. He retained 

his deep interest in our order, and especially in the communica
tions of the Grand Lodge, to the last. Shortly before his death, 
he said to the attending physician, " Doctor, I am willing to be 

sick a while, but you must have me well to attend the Grand Lodge 
the first of May " ; but his wish was not to be gratified. The 
scythe of time cut the brittle thread of life, and we may believe 
that he now sits in that Celestial Lodge above, where the Supreme 
Architect of the Universe presides, and where his father had gone 
before him. 

" How beautiful it is for a man to die 
Upon the walls of Zion 1 to be called 
Like a watch-worn and weary sentinel 
To put his armor off, and rest in heaven. " 

We who know the Grand Lodge and the strength of our order 
in the State of Maine to-day, with its more than twenty-two thou
sand members, should not forget the work done by those who pre
served and upheld it in its earlier days; when, small in numbers, 
but strong in character and devotion to principle, they defended 
our institution against the clamor of popular prejudice and the 
assaults of religious bigotry. 

Happily all that has, in a great measure, passed away ; and we 
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are proud to stand before the world to-day as promotors of good 
citizenship and right living, and teachers of the broadest princi

ples of charity and brotherly love. 

Four hundred of our brethren in subordinate lodges in this juris

diction have died during the past year; while this is less than the 

two years preceding, it forcibly reminds us of the uncertainty of 

life. 

While we remember with affection those of our own jurisdic

tion, we extend to those of our brethren throughout the world, who 

have met with like afflictions, our sincere sympathy. 

I have received the following notices of deaths in our sister and 

foreign jurisdictions : 

ARKANSAs.-James H. Van Hoose died at Fayetteville, May 

6th, I899, aged sixty-eight years. Forty-six years a mason, he 
was Grand Master of the Grand Lodge in I88I; Grand High 

Priest of the Grand Chapter in I886; and Grand Commander of 

the Grand Commandery in I878. 

Samuel Wright Williams died March I4, I9oo, at the age of 

seventy-three. Made a mason in I852 , he was Grand Master in 

I87o and '7 I ; besides this, he held in masonic bodies and civil 

life many offices of trust and honor. 

John J. Sumpter died June 22, I899, aged fifty-seven years. 

Made a mason in I867, he served as Master of his lodge seven 

years ; he was also Grand Master of the Grand Lodge and Grand 

Council, Grand High Priest and Deputy Grand Commander. 

CoLORADo.- Tom Linton, known as the" Old Tyler," died in 

the city of Denver, January I I , I 900 ; he served as Grand Tyler 

from I87 3 and held subordinate positions in other Grand Bodies. 

Byron L. Carr died at Mineral Wells, Texas, April 22, I899, at 

the age of fifty-eight years ; he held the offices of Grand Master 

and Grand Commander. 
CoNNECTICUT.-Dwight Phelps died at Winstead, September 

6, I899, aged sixty-five years; he served as Grand Master in I878 

and Grand High Priest in I88o. 

James Henry Welsh died at Danbury, Dec. I6, 1899, aged sixty

nine years. Grand Master in 1896, Grand High Priest in r882, 
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Grand Master of Grand Council in I887 and Grand Commander 

in I88z . 
Clark Buckingham died at Wallingford, March q, Igoo, aged 

sixty-eight years. Grand Master in I8go. 
Thus has Connecticut been called to mourn the death of three 

Past Grand Masters during the year. 
ILLINOIS.-Harrison Dills died at his home in Warrensburg, 

Mo., Nov. I, r8gg, aged eighty-seven years; elected Grand Master 

of Illinois, in r8 57, and served two years, later was Grand Treas
urer for eleven years. 

MrcHIGAN.- John S. Cross died at his home in Bangor, Mich., 

Sept. r8 , I8gg, aged fifty years. He was Grand Master in 18go. 
MrNNESOTA .-Alphonso Barto died at his home in St. Cloud, 

Nov. 4, I8gg, aged sixty-five years. Grand Master in r8gr and 
I8gz. 

MONTANA.- Henry Chapple died Jan. Io, Igoo, aged thirty
eight years; in r8g7, became Junior Grand Warden. 

NEBRASKA.-Christian Hartman, Grand Treasurer of Nebraska 

Grand Lodge, died Sept. 28, r8gg. 
William R. Bowen died May 6, I8gg, aged sixty-three years; 

at the time of his death he was Grand Secretary of the Grand 
Lodge, Grand Secretary of the Grand Chapter, Grand Recorder 
of the Grand Council, and Grand Recorder of the Grand Com
mandery. 

0REGON.-Robert Clow died at his home in Junction City, Jan. 

5, I goo, at the age of sixty-two years. Grand Master in I877 and. 

I878. 
George M. Stroud died April I4, r8gg, in the 73d year of his 

age. Grand Master in I88I , Grand High Priest in I893 · 
Thomas Givings Reames died February 2 I, I goo. Grand 

Master in r88s. 
WEsT VrRGINIA.-Alexander M. Evans died Oct. r6 , I8gg, 

aged fifty-seven years; he held the several offices of Grand 
Master and Grand High Priest. 

IDAHO.-Geo. W. Richards, representative of our Grand Lodge 

near the Grand Lodge of Idaho, died Oct. 30, I8gg. 
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NEw HAMPSHIRE.-Edward Gustine, our representative near 

the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire, died April 4, 1898. 

NEw YORK.-William H. Smith, our representative near the 

Grand Lodge of New York, died during the year. 

NEW ZEALAND.-John Joyce, representative of the Grand Lodge 

of Maine near the Grand Lodge of New Zealand, died Dec. 1, 

1899. He had been· prominent in Masonry for many years. 

NovA SCOTIA.-Edmund T. Mahon died in Halifax, March 8, 

1899, aged sixty-three years. He was Past Deputy Grand Master 

·of Nova Scotia, and had held many other masonic offices. 

The memories of these distinguished brethren are held in high 

esteem by their several jurisdictions, and we join with them in 

commending their examples to those who come after. 

CONDITION OF THE CRAFT, 

From the returns of the several lodges made through the D. D. 

Grand Masters, it appears the lodges, as a whole, are in a very 

prosperous condition, the total membership being 22,227, against 

22,165, in 1899, a gain of 112; 829 initiated against 710 last year; 

764 raised against 702 last year; 78 re-instated against 70 last 

year; 400 have died against 419 last year. 

The reports show the same number of suspensions as last year, 

2p, 8 deprived of membership and 182 dimitted. 

Attention of the brethren has before been called to the large 

.number of suspensions from membership, and the causes sug

gested to be, carelessness in guarding the Tyler's door and not a 

sufficiently rigid examination by your committees. In many in

stances the brethren depend largely on the report of the investi

gating committee and committees should govern themselves accord

ingly, While we cheerfully welcome all who have shown them

selves worthy, we should take care that the unworthy are rigidly 

excluded. The strength of this, or any other society, must depend 

in a great measure upon the character of its members, and all 

societies are as likely to be judged by their shortcomings, as from 

the good qualities manifested. 
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DISPENSATIONS. 

During the year I have granted dispensations as follows: 

For Elections. 

March 2 7, I 9oo, Polar Star Lodge, No. I I 4, Bath, to elect 
Senior Warden. 

Nov. 8, I899, St. Paul's Lodge, No. 82, Rockville, to elect 
Warden. 

Jan. I, I9oo, Bay View Lodge, No. I96, East Boothbay, to 
elect Senior Warden. 

Dec. 23, 1899, Mystic Tie Lodge, No. 154, Weld, to elect 
Senior Warden. 

The officer elected in each case declining the office. 

Nov. 28, I899, Drummond Lodge, No. I I8, Parsonsfield, to 
elect all officers at special meeting; the lodge having failed to 
elect at regular meeting. 

To occupy Halls temporarily. 

July 13, I899, Meridian Lodge, No. I25, Pittsfield, to hold 
meetings in Odd Fellows' Hall, while the lodge hall was under

going repairs. 

Oct. 1 7, 1899, Lafayette Lodge, No. 48, Readfield, for same. 

To appear in public. 

To attend church in observance of St. John's Day and other 
purposes. 

June 5, 1899, Rabboni Lodge, No. 150, Lewiston. 

June 5, 1899, Lincoln Lodge, No. 3, Wiscasset. 
June 1, 1899, Meridian Lodge, No. I25, Pittsfield. 

June 10, 1899, Lygonia Lodge, No. 40, Ellsworth. 

June 7, 1899, Esoteric Lodge, o. 159, Ellsworth. 
May 31, I899, Bingham Lodge, No. 199, Bingham. 
June 23, 1899, Wilton Lodge, No. 156, Wilton. 
May 31, 1899, St. Paul's Lodge, No. 82, Rockport. 

June 24, 1899, Bethlehem Lodge, No. 35, Augusta. 
June 28, 1899, Asylum Lodge, No. 133, Wayne. 
Dec. 25, 1899, Lincoln Lodge, No. 3, Wiscasset, to appear m 

2 G, L. 

• 
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public Jan. I, I 900, in observance of the anniversary of the death 
of Washington. 

January 9, I 9oo, Bristol Lodge No. 7 4, in connection with their 
installation. 

Business at Special Meetings. 

Aug. 23, I899, to Amity Lodge, No. 6, Camden, to transact 
business at special meeting. 

May 9, I899, to Hermon Lodge, No. 32, Gardiner, to transact 
business of regular meeting at special meeting to be called for 
that purpose, and to receive and refer petitions at said special 

meeting. 
June 28, I899, to Casco Lodge, No. 36, Yarmouth, to receive 

and refer applications at special meeting. 

Residence in Jurisdiction of lodges less than s·ix months. 

June s, I899, Warren Lodge, No. 2, East Machias. 

June s, I899, Eastern Lodge, No. 7, Eastport. 
Jan. 8, I9oo, United Lodge, No. 8, Brunswick, residence m 

State less than one year. 

April 7, 19oo, Esoteric Lodge, No. IS9, Ellsworth, to confer three 
deg_rees on candidate at same meeting. 

To receive, refer and ballot on applications at same meeting. 

March 9, 19oo, Rabboni Lodge, No. ISO, Lewiston. 
October 21, 1899, Mount Olivet Lodge, No. 203, Washington. 

May 27, 1899, Freeport Lodge, No. 23, Freeport. 
March 13, I9oo, King Solomon's Lodge, No. 6I, Waldoboro. 

August I4, I899, Howard Lodge, No. 69, Winterport. 
March 2, I9oo, Rising Star Lodge, No. I 77, Penobscot. 

Feb. IS, I9oo, Pownal Lodge, No. I I9, Stockton Springs. 
Sept. 27, I899, David A. Hooper Lodge, No. 2oi, West Sulli

van. 
Dec. 26, I899, Meridian Lodge, No. IZS, Pittsfield. 

Dec. 26, I899, Washington Lodge, No. 37, Lubec. 

To receive and refer application at special meeting. 

Oct. 21, 1899, Lookout Lodge, No. I3I, Cutler. 

• 
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To ballot on application at special meeting. 

August 12, 1899, Hermon Lodge, No. 32, Gardiner. 

August 26, r899, Tuscan Lodge, No. 106, Addison. 

DECISIONS. 

r. Has a candidate for membership who has been rejected 

through mistake the right to apply for membership again within six 

months? 

A candidate for membership only, can apply immediately after 

his rejection, to the same or any other lodge. A candidate for 

the degrees of Masonry, even though there is supposed to be a 

mistake in the rejection, must wait the prescribed six months and 

then make a new application. The record stands that he was re

jected and that must govern. 
There is no limitation of time within which a brother who has 

taken a eli mit from one lodge must apply to another for membership. 

2. A lodge has a by-law exempting honorary members from an

nual dues, and further providing that Past Masters shall be hon

orary members. 

Question. Can the lodge pass a by-law requiring Past Masters 

to pay annual dues? 

Ans. Yes, as to the future, notwithstanding they have been ex

empted from dues in the past, but I doubt the power of a lodge to 

impose dues for the past on those who, under the then existing 

by-laws, were exempt from clues. 

3· Can a masonic lodge appear in a fourth of July procession? 

Not as a lodge or with masonic clothing or insignia, but there 

is no masonic law which will prevent the members of a lodge ap

pearing together on public occasions, but such appearances are 

not advisable. 

4· There is no masonic law limiting the time within which a 

candidate must present himself for the second degree after having 

taken the first degree. 

5· The power of District Deputy Grand Masters to grant dis

pensations is entirely taken away by the amendments to the consti

tution adopted in 1899. 
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6. A candidate living about midway between two lodges ap

plied to the one which was in fact farther from his residence than 
the other; his application was accepted, and the first and second 

degrees conferred, when the accepting lodge was notified by the 

other lodge that the candidate was in its jurisdiction, but con

senting that the lodge who had accepted the candidate might con

fer the remaining degree, which was done. The question is asked : 

Of which lodge is the brother a member? 

Answer. We must assume, from the statement of the case, 

that all parties acted in good faith, believing that the lodge which 

received the application had jurisdiction, and that that lodge, 

when notified by the other of the true state of facts, proceeded, 

with the consent of the other, to confer the remaining degree. 

The lodge which received the application, on being informed of 

the true state of affairs, should have at once asked for a waiver of 

jurisdiction in the regular way ; but having gone on with the con

sent of the other, I am of the opinion that it is now too late to 

raise the question and that the candidate is a member of the lodge 

conferring the third degree. 

7. A Master may call any brother to preside in !tis presence 

and under his direction, and so long as the Master is present and 

directing the proceedings of the lodge; the work may go on, but .. 
no longer. 

8. Has a mason who is suspended for non-payment of dues the 
right to sit in his own or any other lodge ? 

As the question is put, has a brother "who is suspended for 

non-payment of dues a right to sit in his own or any other lodge," 

I should answer that if the suspending lodge is within this juris

diction he has not the rigM to sit in his own or any other lodge in 

this jurisdiction, yet, while he cannot claim admission as a matter 

of rig!tt, if a lodge sees fit they may permit him to visit. 

Suspension from membership for non-payment of di.1es does not 

suspend from all masonic rights; see Sec. 117 of the Constitution 
of the Grand Lodge, which provides that "No lodge shall suspend 

or expel a mason from the rights of masonry for non-payment of 
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dues. The penalty of such delinquency shall be forfeiture or sus

pension of membership. " 

I have assumed that the suspension referred to is suspension 

from membership, as that is the only suspension permitted by the 

section of the Constitution referred to. 

As to the propriety of admitting a member, suspended from 

membership for non-payment of dues, it would be well to call to 
mind Standing Regulation No.8, wherein Masters are enjoined not 

to allow any person to visit their respective lodges without being 

vouched for by some well known brother present, or being found 

by strict examination to be a mason in good standing. 

9· The following statement of facts is presented : 

An application is presented by a sea captain. He hailed ongl

nally from the Provinces, and it had always been his dwelling 

place when on land until the last few years. For the past three 

years his wife has been with him on his voyages and his two sons 

and daughter have been living in this place. He claims his home 

is upon the sea, but when ashore, if for any length of time, (but it 

is never above a few weeks) he stops with his daugher at this. 

place. Has the lodge, at place of writing, jurisdiction? 

Answer. If the applicant had taken up his residence in your 

town there would be no difficulty in the matter, but, as you write, 

he claims his home is upon the sea. Now, we cannot of course 

recognize that any man can have a residence upon the sea, but 

disregarding that claim, there is no claim of residence in this state, 

even when not absent on voyages. The applicant once had a 

masonic residence in the Provinces, and that he lias not lost be

cause he has not moved into this state and taken up his residence 

here. Courtesy to the Provincial jurisdiction would therefore re

quire that application be made for waiver of jurisdiction. 

The foregoing are but a few of the many questions, which have 

been answered during the year. In this part of my labor, I have 

not hesitated to call to my aid the ripe judgment of my prede

cessors, and take this occasion to thank M. W. Brothers Drum

mond and Locke for their many kindnesses. 
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CONVENTIONS. 

Conventions for instruction in masonic work have been held by 
M. W. Brother Frank E. Sleeper, Grand Lecturer, at 

Biddeford, Tuesday, January 9, 1900. 

Pittsfield, Tuesday, January 16, 1900. 

Ellsworth, Tuesday, January 23, 1900. 

The report of the Grand Lecturer is laid before.you for your 
information. 

From the report of the Grand Lecturer and the reports of the 
District Deputy Grand Masters, it is manifest that these conven
tions are of great benefit to the craft in general, and very materi
ally assist the officers of subordinate lodges in their work. 

It must be borne in mind that it puts officers of lodges to con
siderable expense to attend these conventions where but three are 
held in the whole State. To remedy this somewhat, and to reach 
more of the officers, I think more should be held; the expense at

tending would be vastly outweighed by the benefits derived. I 

would like the expression of the wishes of the Grand Lodge in 
this matter. 

In severaJ of the districts, conventions for instruction have been 
held, and, judging from the reports, they have been of great ben
efit; I heartily approve of them, and trust that they may be en
couraged by a full attendance of officers. 

If district conventions can follow those held by the Grand 
Lecturer, at which all District Deputies should attend, they 

together would afford much better opportunities for instruction. 

DISTRICT DEPUTIES. 

The reports of the District Deputy Grand Masters are submitted 

for your information and action. In them you will find very inter
esting information upon the condition of the craft, and valuable 

suggestion which we should do well to consider. 
Among the suggestions to which I would especially call atten

tion, one, probably made before in similar papers, is the examina

tion of candidates in the preceding degrees, before advancement. 
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This matter is also called to your attention in the report of your 

Committee on Condition of Fraternity in 1899· 
We have a provision in our Constitution, Sec. 104, requiring 

that No candidate should be permitted to receive the degree of 
Fellow Craft or Master Mason, without a sufficient knowledge of 
the preceding degree, to prove himself as a mason of such degree 
in the usual manner, unless in case of absolute necessity, but it 

may be doubted if a constitutional provision will enforce itself 
without further legislation. Some jurisdictions require a vote of 
the lodge, after examination, upon advancement, called a vote on 
proficiency. A provision of this nature would certainly place 
an additional safeguard for the performance of this important 
work. 

At the time of initiation the whole work is fresh in the mind of 

the candidate, and he should then reach such a state of proficiency 
as will impress upon his mind the valuable lesson we seek to in
culate, and enable him to make himself known to the brethren of 

the craft wherever he may be. 
F. L. Oak, appointed District Deputy of the first district, de

clined, and I appointed Cyrus W. Hendrix in his place. In the 
23d district, H. G. Allen declined, and Frank Wilson, of Sanford, 

was appointed. 
BY-LAWS. 

I have approved changes in by-laws of the following lodges: 
York Lodge, No. 22, Kennebunk. 
Revised code of Oxford Lodge, No. 18, Norway. 

Is.land Lodge, No. 89, Islesboro. 
Dunlap Lodge, No. 47, Biddeford. 

MEXICO. 

Circular and Constitution have been received from the Gran 
Dieta of Mexico and have been turned over to the Committee on 
Foreign Correspondence. Masonry seems to be in a somewhat 
unsettled condition in Mexico, and there seems no other course 

open but to await the outcome. 
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EXCHANGE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Nov. 7, 1899, I appointed William C. Howie representative 
near the Grand Lodge of Idaho, in place of George W. Richards, 
deceased. 

Oct. 24, 1899, I recommended M. W. Fessenden I. Day as rep
resentative of Michigan near the Grand Lodge of Maine. This 
is a re-appointment, as the term of representatives is limited by a 
regulation of the Grand Lodge of Michigan to three years. 

July 12, 1899, I appointed Joseph Warren Fellows, of Man
chester, as our representative near the Grand Lodge of New 
Hampshire, in place of Edward Gustine, deceased. 

March 2 x, 19oo, I appointed George A. Benton, of Rochester, 
our representative near the Grand Lodge of New York, in place 

of William Howes Smith, deceased. 

Under date of Dec. 18, 1899, I received a communication from 
M. W. Wm. M. Seeman, Grand Master of Washington, inviting 
an exchange of representatives, and upon.his recommendation I 

appointed Levi Ankeny, Past Grand Master, as our representa

tive near the Grand Lodge of Washington, and nominated R. W. 
Enoch 0. Greenleaf, of Farmington, for appointment as represent
ative of the Grand Lodge of Washington near the Grand Lodge 
of Maine, at the same time writing M. W. Bro. Seeman that " it is 
a matter of congratulation to us all, that the former very friendly 
and fraternal relations existing between these two Grand J urisdic
tions has been so fully restored." 

June 15, 19oo, I appointed Wm. A. Gatley, Assistant Grand 
Secretary, as our representative near the Grand Lotlge of the 
District of Columbia, in place of George Wallace, resigned. 

Jan. 15, 19oo, I appointed Albert Kruger, of Anvers, our repre

sentative near the Grand Orient of Belgium, and on July 12, 1899, 
I nominated R. W. Elmer P. Spofford, of Deer Isle, as represent
ative of the Grand Orient of Belgium, near the Grand Lodge of 
Maine. 

March 8, 19oo, I appointed R. W. Francis James Smith, of the 
Grand Lodge of New Zealand, as representative of our Grand 

Lodge, in place of Brother John Joyce, deceased. 
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WAIVER OF JURISDICTION. 

Upon request of Hermon Lodge, No. 32, Gardiner, Puritan 

Lodge, of Whitman, Mass., courteously granted waiver of jurisdic

tion over Henry Webster Cook, April, 1900. 

Upon request of Polar Star Lodge, No. I 14, Bath, Silentia 

Lodge, No. 198, of Brooklyn, N.Y., granted waiver of jurisd~ction 

over Alexander McMullan, who had received two degrees in that 

lodge. 

Springvale Lodge, No. 190, declined to waive jurisdiction over 

Joseph McLaughlin, a resident of Lebanon, Maine, in favor of 

Humane Lodge, No. 21, Rochester, N.H. No fault can be found 

with the action of Springvale Lodge under all the circumstances; 

they have several members residing in Lebanon, and therefore feel 

that they should not make a precedent by waiver over applicants 

who might reside nearer Humane Lodge. 

Upon request of Oxford Lodge, I received, through the Grand 

Secretary, waiver over candidate by a lodge in Massachusetts. 

The correspondence was carried on directly between the lodges. 

TIUALS. 

I received the proceedings and testimony in trial of Paul A. 

Atherton, from Mount Desert Lodge, No. 140, and, March 28, 

19oo, referred the same to the Committee on Grievances and Ap

peals. Some time later I received from the Grand Secretary an 

appeal by the respondent in the same case, which was also referred 

to the same committee. 

COMPLA INT. 

I have received complaint from Somerset Lodge, No. 34, Skow

hegan, against Carrabassett Lodge, No. 161, Canaan, for invasion 

of jurisdiction. Proper notice has been issued by the Grand Secre

tary, and the matter will come before the Grand Lodge at tlus 

communication for its action. 
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CHARITY FUNDS. 

January 12, 19oo, I examined the securities of the Charity 

Fund as reported in Grand Lodge Proceedings 1899, page 307, 
and find the fund as reported by the Treasurer. 

NEW LODGES. 

Petition, accompanied by recommendation of the District Dep

uty Grand Master and the consent of the lodges to be affected, 
has been received from Kingfield, and referred to the Committee 

on Dispensations and Charters. 

APPLICATION FOR RESTORATION. 

Arthur M. Foss, who was indefinitely suspended from all the 
rights and benefits of Masonry by Bar Harbor Lodge, No. 185, 
in 189o, now applies to the lodge for restoration. The doings of 

Bar Harbor Lodge were approved and confirmed; see Proceedings 

of Grand Lodge 189o, Page 703 . This matter having been pre
sented to and acted upon by the lodge before being presented to 
the Grand Lodge, may be considered a waiver of the notice re

quired by Sec. 54 of the Constitution, it not appearing that the 
petition was presented to the lodge at the time therein required. 
The matter has been referred to the Committee on Grievances and 
Appeals. 

I have this morning received a communication from the Secre

tary of Keystone Lodge, relating to a brother claimed to be a 
member of Keystone Lodge, and also claimed to be a member of 
Northern Star Lodge, which is submitted. 

INSTAI,LATIONS. 

October 30, 1899, I installed the officers of Richmond Lodge, 

No. 63, at Richmond. 
November 28, 1899, I installed the officers of Bethlehem Lodge, 

No. 35, Augusta, and on January 23, 1900, I installed the officers 
of Augusta Lodge, No. 141, Augusta. 
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At each of the installations the brethren provided m the most 

ample manner for the entertainment of their friends, with music 
and refreshments. 

October 2 5, r 899, I accepted 'an invitation to be present at the 
installation of officers of Rabboni Lodge, Lewiston. After the in
stallation I delivered a short address. 

SPECIAL COMMUNICATIONS OF THE GRAND LODGE. 

Sept. 25, r899, the corner stone of a new Public Library was 
laid by the Grand Lodge at Clinton. The. library is the gift of 
W. W. Brown, of Portland, to his native town, and is a lasting and 
beautiful memorial of his love for his old home. 

After the corner stone was laid, addresses were delivered by the 
Grand Master and Bro. Frederick W. Plaisted, of Augusta. Rev. 

J. A. Weed delivered a historical address, and the people called 
for the donor, who was most cordially received and made very 
pleasing remarks. 

I was assisted in the ceremory by the brethren of Sebasticook 

Lodge, and Bros. Fred'k W. Plaisted and W. Bro. E. H . Jones, of 
Augusta. 

At Pittsfield, January 19, 19oo, the Grand Lodge dedicated the 
lodge room of Meridian Lodge, No. 12 5. I was assisted by Rev. 
Geo. F. Degan, of Augusta, Grand Chaplain; W. Bro. Edwin C. 
Pudley, Augusta, as Grand Marshal ; Albert M. Ames, Stockton 
Springs, Grand Steward; L. C. Morse, Liberty, as Grand Deacon; 
J. M. Simpson, Rwnford Falls, as Grand Treasurer, and the 
brethren of Meridian Lodge. 

Our brethren at Pittsfield are to be congratulated upon their 
beautiful and commodious apartments; it shows that they are 
alive to their wants and intend to labor earnestly for the advance
ment of Masonry. 

On Feb. 26, 19oo, the rooms of Lafayette Lodge, Readfield, were 
dedicated by the Grand Lodge. Although it was a bitter cold 

night, I had the assiStance of many of the Augusta brethren, the 
Grand Lodge being constituted as follows: 
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M.W. Winfield S. Choate, Augusta, Grand Master. 

w. Charles W. Jones, Augusta, as Deputy Grand Master. 

W. G. Boothby, Augusta, " Grand Senior Warden. 

W. Thos H . Bodge, Augusta, " " Junior Warden. 

E. A. Morgan, Readfield, " " Treasurer. 

Daniel Whitehouse, Augusta, " Secretary. 

W. Treby Johnson, Augusta, " " Chaplain. 

w. Edwin C. Dudley, Augusta, " " Marshal. 

Everett S. Hall, Augusta, " " Senior Deacon. 

R. w. Chas. W. Crosby, Readfield, " " Junior Deacon. 

J. E. Harvey, Readfield. " Architect. 

w. E. H. Jones, Augusta, " Grand Steward. 

W. H. Davis, Augusta, " " Steward. 

R.W. H. W. S. Lovejoy, Fairfield, " " Tyler. 

The brethren of Lafayette Lodge did everything in their power 

to entertain their friends, and I am glad to say that their zeal for 

the institution does not end in the gratification of material wants, 

but it has led them to provide for their lodge a home practically 

new, with new furniture and furnishings equal to any possessed 

by lodges of its size. 

At Patten, March 29, 19oo, the Grand ~odge dedicated the 

new building of Katahdin Lodge. I was assisted by Rt. W. J . 

Frank Bryson, Houlton, as Deputy Grand Master, W. Edwin C. 

Dudley, Augusta, as Grand Marshal, and the brethren of Katah

din Lodge. 

The occasion of this dedication was made a holiday in Patten, 

and I am sure the visitors will remember the day with great 
pleasure. 

Katahdin Lodge has · done a great work; they have erected a 

new building, practically all for their own use, and have exhibited 

excellent judgment in the plan and taste in its decoration. 

The hall would not hold the large number of people who de

sired to witness, at least part of, the exercises. The use of the 

Methodist church was kindly given and it was filled. The Grand 

Master delivered an address, after which the dedication took 



1900 J Grand Lodge o.f Ma£ne. 29 

place ; this was followed by a banquet, and in the evening by a 

concert. 

There seems to have been, during the last few years, a very 

general movement among the lodges of this jurisdiction to provide 

more commodious and beautiful lodge rooms. I sincerely trust 
this may continue, and that every lodge will do all it can to make 

their places of meeting attractive, and in keeping with the institu

tion which we represent. 

As Grand Master, I have received many very kind invitations, 

both in and out of the State, which it has been impossible for me 

to accept, although it would have given me great pleasure to 

have done so. 

CEREMONIES CO~!MEMORATING THE ONE HUNDREDTH ANN IVERSARY OP THE 

DEATII OF WASHINGTON. 

In accordance with the vote of the Grand Lodge, M. W. 
Brother Josiah H. Drummond and myself attended at the meeting 

of the Grand Lodge of Virginia, at Alexandria, the evening of Dec. 

13th, and at the ceremonies at Mount Vernon, Dec. 14, 18gg. 
Time will permit me to give to you only a brief account of the 

ceremonies. Doubtless you all took a deep interest in the observ

ance, and through the public print obtained a full account. 

To your representatives they were deeply interesting and most 

significant, significant not only as demonstrating the deep and 

lasting hold which the memory of the immortal Washington has 

upon the hearts of his countrymen, but deeply significant as show

ing to all who attended, the strong hold which Masonry has upon 

this nation. 
On the evening of Dec. 13th the Grand Lodge of Virginia met 

at the Opera House, Alexandria. There were present as visitors, 

many of the representatives from the several Grand Jurisdictions. 

The Grand Masters and representatives of the several States 

were accorded introductions and cordial welcomes, and all acknowl

edged the honor conferred. At the close of the session, a 

banquet was served at the Armory, which was filled to its utmost 
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capacity. On Dec. 14th, the ceremonies at Mount Vernon were 
held ; they consisted of an address by the Grand Master of Col

orado, the Grand Lodge of that State having been a leading 

spirit in originating the observances, followed by masonic services 

at the tomb, and after that an address by President McKinley 
from the east front of the house, and an address by the Grand 

Master of Virginia. Thousands assembled on that day, and the 

exercises throughout were most impressive. In the evening of the 

14th, at Washington, a large reception was held, and this was 

followed by a banquet given to the Grand Masters and Represent
atives of the several Grand Jurisdictions. 

The masons of Maine would have been proud to have witnessed 

the great honor bestowed upon your distinguished representative, 
M. W. Bro. Drummond, and to have seen how anxious masons 

from every part of the country were to meet and greet him. 

Maine was first to be called in formmg every procession, and 

whenever addresses were in order, M. W. Bro. Drummond was 

first called to respond. I assure you, brethren, that throughout the 

length and breadth of this nation and, more than that, throughout 

the world, his name, in Masonry, is a household word. 

These observances make a most important chapter in the history 

of Masonry. More Grand Lodges were represented on this occa

sion than were ever before gathered in our country, and with 

them gathered many of the leading men of the day, the President 

and members of his cabinet; Senators of the United States and 

Representatives in Congress; the Commander of the Army and 

representatives of the Navy; all united in doing honor to Masonry 

and to the memory of Washington, the idol of our people, the 

architect of the greatest nation of modern times. 

Washington has justly been called the architect of the Republic. 

He saw its foundation laid deep and strong upon that bed rock of 

all good government, the equality of all men before their Creator ; 
he saw its walls buttressed and bounded by freedom and impartial 

justice, and every State a tower pilaster or pillar to strengthen, 

beautify and adorn. 

Solomon, King of Israel, Hiram of Tyre, and Hiram the widow's 
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son, constructed that temple which has forever linked their names 

with the institution of Masonry. 

The fathers of Masonry have built for us our masonic temple. 

We, my brethren, stand before that Temple to-day, and view 

with pride its magnificent proportions and its beautiful adornment. 
We know that its foundation will never fail, because it rests upon 

a firm belief in the existence of an all wise God. We know its 

wall shall never crumble nor decay, for they are buttressed and 
bounded by faith, hope and charity. We know its beauty shall 

never fade, for its adornments are the towers, the spires and the 

minarets of Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence and Justice, Broth

erly Love, Relief and Truth. 

The architects of our temple receive our willing homage, their 
lives are builded into its walls, their works are our inheritance. 

Truly may we say of them : 

" The architect 
Built his great heart into these sculptured stones 
And with him toiled his children,-and their lives 
Were builded with his own, into the walls 
As offerings unto God." 

Let us, brethren, holding fast to the ancient landmarks, and 

setting our faces against innovation and so-called improvements, 

take up the work of this communication, in the present as others 

have in the past, determined to do our full duty for the good of 
our noble order. 

WINFIELD S. CHOATE, G1'artd Master. 

GRAND LECTURER'S REPORT. 

SABATTUS, April 2!1, 1900. 

To the Most Wor8hipful WINFIELD S. CHOATE, 

Grana Master of Masons in Maine. 

In accordance with your orders I have called three conventions for masonic 
instruction during the year, viz: at Biddeford January 9th, at Pittsfield 
January 16th, and at Ellsworth January 23d. 
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These conventions, especially that at Ellsworth, were very fully attended 

by brethren, great interest was manifested, and I believe great good resulted. 

At Biddeford were nine Deputies, at Pittsfield eight, and at Ellsworth four. 
One Deputy was present at two conventions. I regret to be obliged to say 

that the Deputies from Districts No. 1, 9, 11, 18, and 25 were: not present 
at either convention, anci from those five districts I have received more 

letters of inquiry relative to ritual than from the other twenty districts 

combined. 

:Districts No. 1 and 25 were not in any way represented, and Nos. 9, 10, 

11, 15, 17, 20 and 24 were each represented from only one lodge. This is 

in part accounted for because conventions have been held repeatedly at 

Portland, Lewiston and Rockland, and lodges in those neighborhoods did 
not so much feel the necessity of them. 

At Bicideford were representatives of 19 lodges, at Pittsfield those of 28, 

and at Ellsworth those of 27, with about 200 out of town masons at the 
latter place. 

Hard and continuous work was demanded during the forenoon and after
noon sessions, while in the evening a degree was worked by the local lodge 

or a selected lodge, which in every instance was worthy of great praise. 

Fraternally submitted, 

FRANK E . SLEEPER, Grand Lecturer. 

The address and report were referred to the Com
mi:tee on Doings of the Grand Officers. 

GRAND TREASURER'S REPORT. 

The Grand Treasurer reported as follows: 

To the Master, Wanlens and Members of the Grand Lodge of Maine. 

In compliance with the Constitution, the subscriber submits a report of 

his transactions, exhibiting the amount received and paid out during the 

masonic year, and on what account. 

1899. 

May 3. 

1900. 
Mar. 10. 

19. 

20. 
21. 

RECEIPTS. 

By cash balance, .... .... . ....... . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . S 6,657.26 

" " from District Deputy Grand Masters as fol
lows: 

Alfred Small, 2d District, .. . . .......... . 155.60 
Dispensation to Washington Lodge,.. 3.00 

Theodore A. Smith, 4th District, .. . .. . . . 

Philip J. Mills, 20th District, .. . .. . ..... . 

Granville D. Perkins, 13th District, ..... . 

194.40 

98.00 
263.20 



1900.] 

Mar. 22. 

23. 
26. 
29. 

April 2. 
3. 
4. 
7. 

l!'l. 

14. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
2:3. 
24. 

26. 
27. 

April 25. 

28. 

May 1. 

1899. 

Grand Lodge of Maz'ne. 

Isaac F. Jewett, 18th District, ... ...... . . 
John R. McDougall, lOth District, . .. ... . 
David W. Campbell, 3d District, ..... .. . 
:Fred Raymond, 15th District, . .... ..... . 
Charles E. Meservey, 9th District, acting, 
Charles B. Adams, 11th Di~trict, ....... . 
Albert H. Burroughs, 17th District ...... . 
Fred C. Barton, 6th District, •........... 
J. Frank Bryson, 25th District, . ........ . 
Frank Wilson, 23d District, . . ........ .. . 
James H. Witherell, 12th District, ...... . 
Charles F. Paine, 21st District, ...... . .. . 
George H. Goding, 24th District, ........ . 
Joseph W. Simpson, 16th District, ... ... . 
Allen P. Clark, 5th District, ........... . 
Milton L. Merrill, 22<1 District, .. . .... .. . 
Freeman M. (1rant, 14th District, ..... . . . 
Cyrus W. Hendrix, 1st District, ..... . .. . 
Adelbert Millett, 7th District, ..... . .... . 
S. Augustus Parker, 8th District, ....... . 
Everett M. Staples, 19th District,. ~ .. . .. . 

By cash from Stephen Berry, Grand Secretary, Reg-
istration, Diplomas, etc., .. . ............ . 

from Grand Chapter, 3-10 expense Grand 
Secretary's Office, ..... . . ..... . .. . ..... . 

from Grand Commandery, 2-10 expense Gr. 
Secretary's Office, .. . . ... .. _ . .... ...... . 

from Grand Master, dispensations to lodges, 
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164.00 
231.20 
217.60 
236.60 
380.60 
400.80 
618.40 
265.00 
111.40 
141.80 
217.80 
320.80 
379.20 
288.40 
256.00 
168.40 
346.40 
129.40 
123.00 
165.80 
237.80 

20.34 

140.39 

93.59 
39.00 

$13,065.18 
DISBURSEUENTS. 

May 4. To cash paid orders Committee on Pay Roll, ..... ... $ 2,117.62 
" " for service in coat room, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13.50 

" for Walter S. Smith, Grand Organist, . . 10.00 
" " " American Bank Note Comp'y, Diplomas, 240.00 

Loss on Denver City Railway Bond, not including 
interest, etc., ... ... ... ... . _ ........ . 591.00 

To cash paid stenographer for Committee on Corre-
spondence, ........................ . 39.00 

" J. Ross Robinson, Masonic History of 
Canada, .... .... .......... . ...... . 7.50 

" Smith and Sale advertising in Masonic 
Journal, ..... ...... ... .... . . . .. . . . . 5.00 

8 G. L, 
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To cash paid Board Masonic Trustees, use of halls, ... 

" 
" 
" " 

" " 

" " 

" " 

" " 

" 

" 
Portland Savings Bank, rent of offices, . 
Mrs. Nora O'Toole, care of offices, ..... 
Warren 0. Carney, Grand Tyler, ser--

vices and expenses, . . . . . . . . . ..... . 
" Frank E. Sleeper, Grand Lecturer, vote 

" 

" 

" 

" 

of Grand Lodge, . .. . .... . ....... . 
Expense of Biddeford Convention, . . . 
Expense of Pittsfield Convention, .. . . 
Expense of Ellsworth Convention, ... . 

Stephen Berry, Grand Secretary, salary, 
printing Proceedings, .. . .. . ....... . . 
mailing Proceedings, postage, etc, . . . . 
printing letter-heads, notices, etc., . . . 
mail and express, . . ... ..... . .... . . . 
Incidentals for office, . ..... . ..... .. . 

Marquis F . King, Gr. Treasurer, salary 
and surety bond, ...... ....... ... . 

stamps, envelopes ·and express, 
Josiah H. Drummond, Chairman Com

mittee on Foreign Correspondence,. 
expense to Washington Memorial, .... 

Winfield S. Choate, Grand Master, ex
pense to Washington Memorial, . . . . 

other expenses, . . . . .. ... . .......... . 
'' " " D. D. Gr. Masters, expenses as follows . . 

Cyrus W. Hendrix, 1st District, 
Alfred Small, 2d District, .. ..... . 
David W. Campbell, 3d District, . .. . . 
Theodore A. Smith, 4th District, ... . . 
Allen P. C:lark, 5th District, .. ...... . 
Fred C. Barton, 6th District, ... . .. . 
Adelbert Millett, 7th District, ... . .. . 
S. Augustus Parker, 8th District, ... . 
Charles E. Meservey, 9th District, 

acting, . ... . .... . . . .... . ..... .. . . 

John R McDougall, lOth District, . . . . 
Charles B. Adams, 11th District, .... . 
James H. Witherell, 12th District . . 00 

Granville D. Perkins, 13th District, .. 
Freeman M. Grant, 14th District, ... . 
Fred Raymond, 15th District, . . . .. . 00 

[ May, 

125.00 
400.00 

54.00 
54.00 
30.45 

25.00 
13.23 
26.16 
31.70 

5(10.00 
874.29 
42.34 
75.20 
37.27 
13.95 

260.00 
5.40 

100.00 
60.00 

60.00 
35.25 

fl .OO 
20.10 
21.95 
31.90 
25.15 
12.35 
17.85 
10.40 

11.74 
34.96 
15.00 
26.37 
28.65 
13.30 
23.70 
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Joseph W. Simpson, 16th District,. . . 32.10 

Albert H. Burroughs, 17th District, .. 9.24 

Isaac F. Jewett, 18th District,....... 25.12 

Everett M. Staples, 19th District,. ... 8. 00 

Philip J. Mills, 20th District, . . . . .. . . 20.70 

Charles F. Paine, 21st District, . . . . . . 25.76 
Milton L. Merrill, 22d District,. .. ... 23.30 

Frank Wilson, 23d District, . . . . . . . . . 15.31 

George H. Goding, 24th District, . ... . 23.72 

, J. Frank Bryson, 25th District, . ..... 6.80 
Cash o new account ... . . . ... . .. . ...... .. ............ .. .... ... 6,792.85 

$1,3065.18 
Fraternally submitted, 

I MARQUIS F . KING, Grand Treasurer. 

The report was referred to the Committee of Fi
nance. 

GRAND SECRETARY'S REPORT. 

The Grand Secretary reported as follows : 

MA~ONJC HALL, PoRTLAND, May 1, 1900. 

To theM. W. Grand Lodge of .ilfaine. 

The duties of Grand Secretary have been punctually discharged during 

the past year. 

But one brother has registered during the past year, and he is the only one 

remaining on the list. 

One application for a free bed at the hospital has been received, notwith

standing the long time which has elapsed since the Grand Master has had 

such a bed at his disposal. The lodges are generally learning that fact, and 

arrange to send the applicants on their own account. 

I would suggest tnat it is very important that Masters should see that 

Secretaries transm it promptly a list of newly-elected officers to the Grand 

Secretary. When a new Secretary is elec ted it sometimes happens that for 
months every communication goes to the old Secretary and is neglected. 

The new officers should instantly get in touch with the Grand Lodge. 

Fraternally submitted, 

STEPHEN BERRY, Grand Secretary. 

The Report was referred to the Committee on Do
mgs of the Grand Officers. 
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RETURNS. 

The Committee on Returns submitted the follow
ing report : 

MASONIC HALL, PORTLAND, TtieSda,Y, May 1, 1900. 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine. 

Your Committee on Returns would report that returns have been received 
from all the 195 chartered lodges. 

The following summary shows the comparison with the last four ye,!trS: 

(900. 

Initiated, .. . ............... 831. ...... 746 ....... 774 ....... 710 . . . .. .. 8:t.<l 

Raised, : ...... . ..... 837 .. .. ... 721 ... .. .. 768 . . ..... 702 . . ..... 764 

Affiliated, ...... ...... ..... 137 .. . ... 118 ....... 80 ....... 95 ....... 116 

Re-instated,.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 . . .. ... 59 ...... . 54 ... . . .. 70 . ...... 78 

Dimitted, ....... .. ...... . .. 209 ....... 160 .... ... 169 .. ... .. 200 ....... 182 
Died, .... ......... ......... 366 ....... 33\.J . . ..... 407 . ..... .419 .... . . .400 

Suspended, ...... .. ........ 0 .... .. . 1 .... .. . 0 . ...... 1 ....... 0 

Expelled, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 . . . . . . . 2 . . . . . . . 2 .. ! . . . . 2 . . . . . . . 0 
Susp. from membership, .... 283 ....... 224 .. ..... 305 ....... 271 ....... 271 

Deprived of membership, .... 22 . ...... 18 ....... 13 ... . ... 15.. ..... 8 

Number of members, . . . .. 21,953 . ... 22,08o .... 22,191 . ... 22,165 .... 22,277 

Rejected, .................. 222 . ... ... 174 ....... 1()6 ....... 149 . . .. ... 187 

The initiations have increased one-sixth; the raised over eight per cent.; 
the affiliations twenty-two per cent., and the re-instatements eleven per 
cent. 

The dimissions have decreased ten per cent., and the deaths nearly five 
per cent. 

We have therefore more than made good our trifling leeway of last year, 
and have a gain in membership of 112. 

The death rate is 18 to a thousand, against 19 last year, 18 ?!J in 1898, and 
15XJ' in 1897. 

The accompanying abstract will show the work in detail. 

Fraternally submitted, 

STEPHEN BERRY, } 

MOSES TAIT, Comm-ittee. 
ELMER E. SPOFFORD, 
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ABSTRACT OF RETURNS, •900. 

N. P. Dues . 

~OS. L OllOJJ:S. 

1 Port lam!, . ..... .. . . 
;! Warren ···· ··· ··· · .. 
:3 Lincoln,. . .... . .... 
4 Hancock, ...... . . . ... 
5 Kennebec, ...• .. .. .. 
6 Amity, ... . .... .... 
7 Enstern, . .. ... ..... .. 
8 United, ... . ....... .. 
!l Saco, ... . ..... .. .... 

10 ltising Virtue, .... .. 
11 Pythagorean, ... 
12 Cumber land, .. . .... .. 
1:3 Or·iental, ......... .. . 
14 Solar, ........ . .. . .. 
15 Orient, . ..... . . .. . . . . 
HI St. Geor!-(e, ...... .. ... 
17 Ancient Landmark, .. 
18 Oxford, . ... . .. . .... 
1\l Fl'licity, . . ....... .. . 
20 Maine, ......... .... 
21 OriPntal Star, .. . .. . 
22 York ... .. . . ... . .. . . 
28 FrPPport, . .. .. . .. ... . 
2-1 Phrenix, ... . . 
25 Temple, .. . ........ . 
2 
2 

6 Village, .... . ..... . . 
7 Adoniram, .... . .....• 

28 Northern Star , . .... . . 
29 Tranquil, .......... . . 
30 Blazing Stftr, .. 
31 Union, ...•..... .. .•. 
32 Hermon, ..... . ... 
33 Waterville, ........ . 
34 Somerset, ... . .... 

5 BethlPhem, ... .. . ... 3 
3 
3 
3 
3 
4 
4 
4 
4 
44 
4 
4 
4 
4 

6 Casco, .. . .. 
7 Washington, . . 
8 Harmony, . . .... 
9 Penobscot, ...•• . . ... 
0 Ly!!"onia, ..... ..... .. 
I Morning Star, ....... 
2 Freedom, ..•.. 

• 5 
5 

3 Alna, . .••...... . ... 
Piscataquis, ... 

5 Central, ........ .. . 
6 St. Croix, .... .. . .. . 
7 Dunlap, .... . ······ 
8 Lafnyette, . ...... .... 
!l Meridian Splendor, ... 
0 Aurora, . .•. . .•••... . 
I St .. John's, . ... ... ..•• 

.,; .,; 
;J ;J .,; 
" " :~ 

;l 

~ ·:; 
.:i :z:: 

8 10 l 
5 5 1 
1 1 0 
4 2 u 
0 I 0 
8 7 3 
b 4 1 

:.?,() 15 (I 

8 11 0 
4 4 :.! 
3 3 1 

10 10 1 
6 0 I 
7 2 1 
3 a 2 
2 2 0 

Hl 18 2 
4 a 1 
3 2 0 
3 0 2 

11 12 1 
u 0 0 
4 ti 0 
(j 2 2 
8 9 0 
5 5 I 
1 1 1 
5 4 1 

11 9 2 
26 26 1 

1 1 t) 

15 12 2 
16 14 li 
5 4 4 

16 10 2 
i 2 1 
3 3 0 
0 0 0 
3 1 0 
4 5 0 
2 2 0 
0 0 0 
4 2 2 
0 4 0 
2 2 0 
4 :; 1 
(j 8 0 
3 g 0 
0 2 2 
0 ] 0 
2 2 0 

.,; .,; .,; 9 ., 
d .,; '" .,; ., 

'" ~ 
., 

'" 
., 

;.: ;n " " '" ::l '" = :§ .,; Q, '" "' 
... .,. 

~ "' "' "' 
0 

'" ::l X ::l 
>=i :z:: ~ rn 1'1 (/J 

0 1 G 0 0 3 1 
0 0 4 0 0 0 0 
0 0 2 0 0 0 0 
0 0 2 0 0 0 0 
0 0 5 0 0 0 0 
0 0 (1 0 0 0 0 
2 2 2 0 0 0 0 
0 :3 2 0 0 4 0 
0 I 1 0 0 0 0 
0 0 6 0 0 2 0 
2 0 3 0 0 0 0 
0 0 3 0 0 0 0 
0 2 2 0 0 0 0 
0 5 7 0 0 2 0 
1 2 2 0 0 (I 0 
1 0 1 0 0 0 0 
0 2 II 0 0 1 0 
' 2 4 0 0 tl 2 ' 
2 1 2 0 0 0 0 
0 1 1 0 0 0 0 
1 1 5 0 0 5 0 
0 1 3 0 0 ] 0 
1 (J 4 0 0 0 0 
0 2 3 0 0 0 0 
0 4 0 0 0 9 0 
1 0 1 0 0 4 0 
0 0 0 0 0 10 0 
4 2 l 0 0 0 0 
1 2 8 0 0 0 0 
4 3 2 0 0 3 0 
0 I 1 0 0 J 0 
1 5 4 0 0 I 0 
0 0 2 0 0 5 0 
(I 2 4 0 0 () (I 
1 1 ]0 0 0 1 0 
0 0 6 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 I 1 0 0 2 0 
3 3 5 0 0 0 u 
() 0 2 0 0 0 0 
(I 0 1 0 0 0 0 
0 0 1 0 0 4 0 
0 0 4 0 0 0 0 
0 1 3 0 0 () 0 
0 2 4 0 0 0 0 
I 1 3 0 0 7 0 
0 0 2 0 0 0 0 
0 1 3 0 0 0 0 
1 ] 7 0 0 5 0 
0 4 4 0 0 1 0 

37 

-
i1 
.8 a .,; 
'" ~ ~ " 0 '" ·:;;-
z ~ 

---
340 1 
103 1 

7:3 1 
711 0 

148 0 
194 5 
119 0 
133 0 
129 2 
1[>4 7 
94 0 
79 3 

158 0 
245 0 
156 1 
102 1 
448 5 
161 2 
102 1 
113 0 
193 3 
110 0 
139 1 
154 0 

75 1 
95 1 
[>4 0 
94 0 

2611 3 
178 3 
101 () 
338 7 
240 5 
172 3 
306 2 
158 1 

9'.l I 
121:1 3 
140 0 
213 1 
104 0 
35 0 

135 1 
lOIJ 3 
JO:) 1 
182 0 
240 8 

98 0 
85 0 

2!\J 0 
1)6 0 



Nos. Lodges. 

52 Mosaic, . .. . . . ... . 
53 Rural, .. .. . . ...... 
54 Vassalboro, ····· ' 
55 Fraternal, . .. .. . . . 
56 Mount Moriah, .... 
57 King Hiram, . ..... 
58 Unity, .. ....... . .. 
59 Mt. Hope, (ch. sm·.) 
60 Star in the E ast, .. 
61 King Solomon's, ... 
62 King David' s, .... . 
63 R.ichmond, ...... . . 
64 Pacific, ..... . .... 
65 Mystic, .. .... .. .. 
66 Mechanics', · ··· · · 
67 Blue Mountain, .. . 
68 Mariners', ........ 
69 Howard, ... . . ... . 
70 Stand ish, .. . .. ... 
71 R ising Sun, . . .. . .. 
72 Pioneer, .... . . .... 
73 Tyrian, ... ...... . . 
74 Bristol, .... ..... 
75 Plymouth, . .. ... .. 
76 Arundel, .. . .... . .. 
77 Tremont, ... .. .... 
78 Crescent, ... ... .. . 
79 Rockland, . . . . .. .. 
80 Keystone, .. ... ... 
81 Atlantic, ...... . .. 
82 St. Paul's, . ... . . .. 
83 St. Andrew's, .... 
84 Eureka, .......... 
85 Star in the West, .. 
86 Temple, ..... . .... 
87 Benevolent, .. . ... 
88 Narraguagus, . . ... 
89 Island, ....... ... . 
90 H. Abiff, (cl!. rev. ). 
91 Harwood, .... .. .. 
92 Siloam, ....... . .. 
93 Horeb, . . . . .... . . . 
94 Paris, .. .... . . .... 
95 Corinthia n, ... . . . . 
96 Monument, . ...... 
97 Bethel, . . . ........ 
98 Katahdin, . ... . . 
99 Vernon Valley, . .. 

100 J efferson, ........ 
101 Nezinscot, ... . ... . 
102 Marsh River, . .... 
103 Dresden, . .. . . .... 
104 Dirigo, ...... ... . . 
105 Ashlar, ·· ··· · ... . 

Proceedings of the [May, 

I In. I RIA. I R-11 D. I D. I s. l E.!Nl. D);~"-1 Mem. l R . 

2 1 0 1 1 
6 5 0 0 0 
2 1 0 1 10 
2 2 0 3 0 
3 3 1 0 0 
1 1 1 1 1 
0 0 0 0 1 

.. . ... . .. .. . . . . 
2 2 0 1 0 
3 3 0 1 1 
2 1 0 2 0 
3 3 0 0 1 
2 3 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 3 
6 5 (I 0 0 
3 3 2 0 0 
3 4 0 0 0 
1 2 1 0 1 
8 8 1 0 0 
4 3 2 1 1 

10 10 0 0 1 
3 3 2 0 0 
2 2 0 0 1 
1 1 0 0 0 
2 2 0 1 1 
6 6 1 0 1 
0 0 0 1 0 
6 5 I 2 0 
3 1 0 0 0 

10 8 0 0 1 
0 0 0 0 4 
9 9 0 0 1 
1 4 0 0 1 
0 0 0 0 1 
5 5 1 0 1 
0 0 0 3 1 
2 2 0 0 0 
4 4 0 0 0 

... .. . . . . .. . .. . 
6 6 1 0 5 

14 13 1 2 4 
0 1 0 1 1 
1 1 3 0 0 
4 4 0 0 0 
5 5 0 2 0 
5 5 1 

~ I 
1 

3 3 0 1 
7 6 1 0 
1 2 0 0 1 
2 1 1 0 ol 
] ] 0 0 I ! 
1 1 0 1 

~ I 2 1 1 0 
9 7 2 0 

0 0 0 1 
0 0 0 0 
1 0 0 0 
2 0 0 0 
3 0 0 0 
2 0 0 0 
3 0 0 0 

. .. . . . .. . .. .. . 
3 0 0 3 
2 0 0 0 
1 0 0 0 
3 0 0 1 
2 0 0 13 
2 0 0 2 
1 0 0 0 
2 0 0 1 
3 0 0 0 
0 0 0 4 
1 0 0 0 
0 0 0 1 
0 0 0 0 
4 0 0 0 
5 0 0 0 
1 0 0 4 
3 0 0 0 
3 0 0 4 
3 0 0 0 
5 0 0 25 
2 0 0 0 
5 0 0 1 
() 0 0 2 
6 0 0 3 
ii 0 0 0 
3 0 0 0 
2 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
2 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 

.. . . . . .. . . .... 
6 0 0 14 
1 0 0 0 
0 0 0 5 
2 0 0 0 
0 0 0 2 
3 0 0 3 
3 0 0 0 
5 0 0 10 
2 0 0 0 
] 0 0 0 
1 0 0 0 
2 o. 0 0 
2 0 0 11 
2 0 0 0 
8 0 0 16 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

. .. . 
0 
0 

~ I o, 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

. .. . 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

155 
58 
44 
64 
50 
95 
49 

. ..... 
170 
111 
82 

124 
91 

10n 
P5 
91 

104 
98 
74 
84 
85 

195 
135 
61 
60 

137 
100 
22 1 
99 

274 
173 
212 
106 

89 
174 

55 
94 
73 

·· ·· ·· 
149 
156 
111 
103 
82 

178 
98 
73 
IJO 
65 
9- r 6~ 
341 94 

262 

0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 

. .. 

. . 

4 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
2 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
4 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
2 
0 
1 
4 
0 
1 
0 
0 
1 

0 
2 
0 
1 
2 
6 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
2 
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No•. LodgeM. Jtn. J R.J A. J R. ll D. I D IS., E. iN!t" Dtes.l Mem. j R. 

106 Tuscan, ......... ·I 4 3 1 11 111 0 o o/ o 127 0 
107 Day Spring,..... . . 0 0 o·l-~ --~ __ o 

0 0 0 4~ 0 
108 Helief, .. (ch. rev .) .. ... . .. . .. ........ . 
109 Mount 1\ineo, . . .. ·I 2 3 0 0 11 3 0 0 0 0 156 0 
ll 0 Monmouth, . ...... /j 6 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 101-J 2 
111 Liberty, ... . ...... 0 3 0 0 2 2 0 0 0 0 96 0 
112 Easteru Frontier, . . 2 2 0 3 2 0 0 0 9 0 101 0 
113 Messalonskee, ..... 2 :! 1 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 93 0 
114 Polar Star, ........ 11 13 ... 

" I 1 3 0 0 0 0 240 1 
115 Buxton, .......... 0 2 0 I 1 0 0 0 2 0 94 0 
116 Lebanon, ......... lJ 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 ti 0 78 0 
117 Greenleaf, ........ 3 4 1 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 17ti 1 
liS Drummond, ....... 3 3 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 54 0 
119 Pownal, ... . .. . ... 2 2 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 87 0 
120 Meduncook, (ch. s.) ... ... . .. .. . .. . .. . ... ... .. . .. . .. ... . . .. 
121 Acacia, . ....... . .. 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 6 0 63 0 
122 Marine, . ......... 11 11 0 0 2 6 0 0 0 3 144 1 
123 Franklin, . . .. . . .. 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 4 0 67 0 
124 Olive Branch, .. ... 2 3 0 0 1 3 0 0 0 0 74 0 
125 Meridian, ......... 5 4 3 0 2 2 0 0 0 0 135 1 
126 Timothy Chase, .. . 0 . 0 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 116 0 
127 P resumpscoL, .. . . . 2 . 3 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 96 0 
128 Eggemoggin, ... ... 2 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 85 0 
1:.!1:1 Quantabacook, .... 0 0 0 0 1 3 0 0 0 0 8 1 0 
130 Trinity, . . . .... . .. 3 7 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 110 1 
131 Lookout, . ........ 3 3 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 35 0 
1:32 Mount Tire'm, ... . . 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 3 0 75 0 
J;~3 Asylum, .......... 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 55 0 
34 Trojan,(consl'd) . . . . .. . ... .. . . .. . .. .. . .. . . .. 0 • ••• .... . . .... . .. 

135 Riverside, ....... .. 1 1 0 1 3 3 0 0 0 0 94 0 
13u Ionic, (ch. sm·. ) .. .. .. . . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . .. . . .. . .... . .. . . . .... ... 
137 Kenduskeag, ..... 4 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 93 0 
1:38 Lewey's Island, .... 5 4 0 0 0 3 0 0 5 0 11 3 2 
30 Archon, . . . .. . . ... 3 3 1 2 0 3 0 0 0 0 55 0 

140 Mount Desert, . . .. 4 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 121 0 
141 Augusta, ....... . . 11 7 1 2 4 3 0 0 0 0 242 2 
42 Ocean, .... .. ..... 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 

gl 
0 0 46 0 

143 Preble, ........... 8 (j 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 82 1 
144 Seaside .. . ...... . . 13 14 3 1 0 2 0 1 0 159 2 
1 45 Moses Webster, . .. 3 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 200 0 
1 46 Sebasticook, . . .... 1 1 1 0 0 2 0 0 2 0 88 0 
1 4 7 EvE'ning Star, . . .. . 3 1 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 73 0 
1 48 Forest, ......... . . 2 1 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 101 1 
1 49 Doric, . ........ . . . 6 6 0 0 0 2 0 0 q 0 111 0 
1 50 Rabboni, . . ..... . .. 10 10 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 185 2 
1 51 Excelsior, ... ..... 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 44 0 
1 52 Crooked lUver, .. .. 4 4 2 0 0 5 0 0 0 0 86 0 
153 Delta, .. . ......... 1 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 72 0 
1 54 Mystic Tie, ....... 

II 
5 0 0 1 ~ I 

0 0 0 

g\ 
6:3 1 

I 55 Ancient York, .... 3 1J 0 0 0 0 0 11 3 5 
1 56 Wilton, .. ...... . . 4 

!I !I 
1 

!I 
0 

!I 
0 125 1 

1 57 Cambridge, ... . . . . 0 1 0 0 

gl 
67 0 

1 58 Anchor, .... . ..... ~I 2 0 0 0 43 0 
l 59 Esoteric, ..... . .... 4 2 0 0 166 0 



Proceedz"ngs of the [May, 

Nos . Lodges. /In. [ R. I A. [ R. J/ D. J D. j S. /E. /Nit DDes. , Mem. I R. 

160 Parian, . . . ..... , .. ~ I 2 0 

?I 
1 1 0 0 0 0 86 0 

161 Carrabassett, ...... 6 0 0 0 0 0 4 1 90 0 
162 Arion, .. .... . . .... 0 0 0 i 0 0 0 0 49 0 
163 Pleasant River, .... 4 4 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 106 1 
164 Webster, ..... . .. . 4 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 53 1 
165 Molunkus, .. . ... .. 5 3 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 60 0 
166 Neguemkeag, ... . . 1 1 1 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 41 0 
167 Whitney, ......... 4 4 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 82 0 
168 Composite, .. . ..... 6 8 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 72 6 
169 Shepherd's River,. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 35 0 
170 Caribou,., ........ 0 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 3 0 102 0 
171 Naskeag, ..... . . .. 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 2 0 59 0 
172 Pine Tree, .. .. ... . 3 2 0 2 ::! 0 0 0 19 0 111 5 
173 P leiades, .. . ... ... . 10 10 0 1 2 2 0 0 0 0 119 0 
174 Lynde, .... ....... 1 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 72 0 
175 Baskahegan, . ... . . 2 1 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 97 0 
176 Palestine, (con.) ... .. . .. . . . . .. . . .. .. . .. . . .. . . .. . ... . ..... . .. 
177 R ising Star, ....... 3 3 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 62 0 
178 Ancient Brothers ', 12 1~ 1 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 154 1 
179 Yorksh ire, .. .. .... 3 1 0 2 1 0 0 3 1 63 3 
180 H iram, . .. .. ... ... 12 71 I 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 185 9 
181 Reuel Washburn, .. Go nsu l id at ed. .. . .. . ... .. . . .... . ... ... . . 
182 Granite, ......... , 5 6 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 83 1 
183 Deering, . .. .. . . . . 8 8 2 0 0 0 0 0 (I 0 222 2 
184 Naval, .... . ...... 6 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 77 0 
185 Bar Harbor, ...... 11 10 2 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 139 2 
186 Warren Phillips, .. 10, 10 0 0 1 2 0 0 1 0 165 3 
187 Ira Berry, ... . ... . 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 60 0 
188 Jonesport, ..... ... 6 3 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 101 1 
189 Knox, ............ 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 59 0 
190 Springvale, ..... .. 5 7 0 1 2 1 0 0 0 0 94 5 
191 Davis, . .... .... .. 0 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 92 0 
192 Winter Harbor, ... 4 3 01 0 ~ I 2 0 0 =~ 0 89 l 
193 'Vasbburn, ..... . . 5 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 40 1 
194 Euclid, ......... . . 3 4 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 101 1 
195 Reliance, .. ... ... . 12 12 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 141 1 
196 Bay View, .. . . .... 4 4 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 62 0 
197 Aroostook, ... ..... 4 4 0 0 3 1 0 0 0 0 76 2 
198 St. Aspinquid, .... 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 41J 0 
199 Binl!'ham, . .. . .. .. 4 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 77 3 
200 Columbia, .. ...... 1 1 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 36 3 
201 Da vid A. Hooper, . 10 10 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 51 1 
202 Mount Bigelow, . . . 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 27 0 
203 Mount Olivet, .. .. . 6 6 1 

01 0 0 0 0 0 0 42 0 
------

829 764 11 6 78 182 400 0 0 271 8 22,277 187 

SOMERSET VS. CARRABASSETT LODGE. 

A complaint of Somerset Lodge, of Skowhegan, 
against Carrabassett L odge, of Canaan, was presented 
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and referred to the Committee on Grievances and 
Appeals. 

JURISDICTION OF PORTLAND LODGES. 

A petition from three of the lodges in Portland, 
praying for concurrent jurisdiction to all four of the 
lodges of said city, was presented and referred to the 
Committee on Dispensations and Charters. 

LIBRARY. 

Bro. ALBRO E. CHASE, for the Committee on Li
brary, made the following report, which was accepted 
and the recommendations adopted : 

MASONIC HALL, PORTLAND, May 1, 1900. 
Tu the M. W . Grand L odge of Maine. 

The Committee on Library respectfully report that during the year they 

have bad sent to the bindery, to be bound, thirty-one volumes of Proceed

ings. 
That they have purchased the History of Freemasonry in Canada, by Bro. 

J. Ross RoBrm-rso~, at an expense of $7 .50 for the two volumes. 
That they have received the Centennial Book of Mount Veruon ·Lodge, 

No. 4, of Providence, R I., and the Centenuial Souvenir of the death of 
GEOHGE WA SHINGTON from the Grand Lodge of Virginia, and have acknowl

edged the gifts. 
Your committee recommend that a sum not exceeding thirty dollars be 

placed at their disposal for the purchase of Proceedings and other masonic 

worh of value; and that power be given them to have bound such sets of 

Proceed ings as may be completed during the year. 

Fraternally submitted, 

W. S. CHOATE, ~ 
ALRRO E. CHASE, Com~~t·ittee. 

JOSEPH A. LOCKE, 

NINTH DISTRICT. 

On motion, 

Voted, That Bro. CHARLES E. MESERVEY, who had acted as 

District Deputy Grand Master of the N inth District, be invited to 

sit as D. D. Grand Master, and that his name be placed upon the 

Pay Roll. 
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FINANCE. 

Bro. CHASE, for the Committee of Finance, sub
mitted the following: 

MASON IC HA LL, PonTr.AND, May 2, 1900. 

To the M. W. Gmnd Lodge of Maine. 

The duties required of the Committee of Finance, by th e Constitution, 
have been duly performed by them, and we would report that the books of 
account of the Grand Secretat·y and Grand Treasurer are correct and prop
erly avouched for, and that the records are neatly written out in full. 

The receipts for the past year have been as follows: 

May 2, 1899. Cash on hand to new account, .... . .. . . $6,651.26 

Cash rPceipts fo r the year, . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,4 13. 92 
- ----$13,065.18 

The expend itures have been, ....... . . . ......... . . . . $6,272.33 

May 1, 1900. Cash on hand to new accou nt, ... ....... 6, 792.85 
---·$13,065. 18 

The Treasurer has furnished a detailed account of these receipts and ex
penditures. The amount of the invested fund to the credit of the Charity 

F und is $32,306.01. 
The committee submit the following recommeudations: 
That for compensation for their services for the year endiug May 7, 1901, 

there be paid to the following officers the respective sums set against their 
nam es : 

To the Chairmau Committee on Correspondence, . . .... . ... . ........ '100.00 
To the Grand Lecturer,.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25. 00 

To the Grand Treasurer, .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 250.00 

out of which sum the Grand Treasurer shall furnish a satisfactory bond of 
a surety company. 

That there be transferred to the Charity Fund, from the funds of the 
Grand Lodge, the accrued interest for the past year in the several institu
tions for savings, and the furth er sum of $800.00. 

Fraternally submitted, 

EDW ARD P. BUR NH AM, ~ 
ALBltO E. CHAsg, Committee. 
GEO . R . SH .A W, 

Report accepted and recommendations adopted. 

The Grand Treasurer's report was then accepted. 
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DOINGS OF THE GRAND OFFICERS. 

Bro. HENRY R. TAYLOR reported as follows: 

GRAND LODGE OF MAINE, 

PORTLAND, May 1, 1900. 
To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine. 

Your Committee on Doings of the Grand Officers report as follows: 
We recommend that the reports of the District DepnLy Grand Masters, 

the report of th e Grand Lecturer and reports of District Conventions be re
ferred to t.he Committee on Condition of the Fraternity, and also such por

tions of the Grand Master's address as relates to the investigation of the 
character of candidates. 

That the decisions of the Grand Master be referred to the Committee on 
Jurisprudence. 

That. so much of the Grand Master's address as refers to the death of oyr 
Senior Past Grand Master HIRAM CHASE, be referred to a special committee 
consisting of Most Worshipful Brothers JosiAH H. DRUMMOND, EDWARD l'. 
BuRNHAM and W~r. R. G. EsTES, and that a memorial page in our records 
be set apart to his memory. 

This Grand Lodge is to be congratulated upon the fact that it was repre
sented at the observance of the one hundredth anniversary of the death of 
Bro. GEORGE WASHINGTON by our M. W. Grand Master and Most Wor
shipful Bro. JosiAH H. DRUMMOND, and we appreciate fully tile courtesies 
extended to them and through them to this Grand Lodge. 

We call the attentio'n of the brethren to the snggestion of the Gran<l. Sec
retary, that newly-elected Masters shall cause the Secretaries of their re
spective Jod11;es to immediately after election, transmit to the Grand SeCt·e
tary a list of the newly-elected officers. 

Fraternally submited, 

Hl<;NRY R. TAYLOit, } • 

JOSEPH A. LOCKE, Committee . 
HOWARD D. SMITH, 

Report accepted and recommendations adopted. 

The Grand Secretary's report was then accepted. 

At 1 1.30 the Grand Lodge was called from labor 
to refreshment until 2 P .M. 
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FIRST DAY - AFTERNOON. 

MASONIC HALL, P oRT LAND, } 
Tuesday, May r, 1900. 

The Grand Lodge was called from refreshment to 

labor at two o'clock. 

KEYSTONE LODGE. 

A paper from K eystone Lodge, of Solon, submit
ting a question of lodge m embership, was presented 

and refe rred to th e Committee on Masonic J urispru

dence. 
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 

Bro. JosiAH H. DRUMMOND submitted the R eport 

of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence 111 

print, which was accepted, and permission g ive n to 

add to it. (See Appendix.) 

HISTORY. 

Bro. SuMNER ]. CHADBOURNE prese nted the fol
lowing, which was accepted: 

MASONI C TLu.L, Pun 'rLAND, May 1, 1900. 

To t~e M. W. Grand Lodge of .M a·ine. 
Your Committee on History of Masonry in Maine report as follows: 
We have received the following: 

Lincoln Lodge, No. 3, Wiscasset. Address by Rev. John Gregson, at 

memorial services, Jan. 7, 1900, "Washington's Bequest to his Fellow Citi
zens. '' Prin t. Octavo, 26 pages. 

Winter Harbor Lodge, No. 192. Organization, 1884, to J an. 1, 1900. 
Octavo, 40 pages. 

Phcenix Lodge, No. 24, Belfast. 1890 to 1900, by Geo. E . Johnson . 
Mss. 31 pages. 

Reliance Lodge, No. 195, Stonington. Organ ization, July 13, 1889, to 

Jan . 1, 1900, by Henry N. Haskell. Print. Small octavo, 16 pages. 
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Timothy Chase Lodge, No. 126, Belfast. 1890 to D ec. 31, 1899, by Geo. 

A. Quimby; mss. 23 pages. 

Fraternal ly submitted, 

S. J. CHADliOU !tNE, ~ 
HORACE MITCHELL, Com1niitee. 
JOSEPH A. LOCKl<~, 

GRAND REPRESENTATIVES. 

The following Grand Representatives presented 
their Commissions and were welcomed by the Grand 
Master: 

R. W . ALFRED S. KIMBALL, from the Grand Lodge of Peru. 

ENOCH 0. GREENLEAF, from the Grand Lodge of Wash

ing ton. 

" ELMER P. SPOFFORD, from the Grand Orient of Belgi~tm. 

ELECTION OF GRAND OFFICERS. 

At three o'clock, the hour of election, Past Grand 

Master JOSEPH A. LocKE was called to the East. He 
appointed the following committees to receive, sort 
and count votes : 

I. AUGUSTUS B. FARNHAM, EDWIN K. SMITH, FRANCIS T. 

FAULKNER. 

II. FESSENDEN I. DAY, LEANDER M. KENNISTON, WALTER 

F. BRADISH. 

These committees having attended to their duties 
reported the election of 

WINFIELD s. CHOATE, Grand Master, Augusta; 

ALFRI!U S. KIMBALL, Deputy Grand Maste1·, Norway; 

JAMES E. PARSONS, Senior Grand Warden, Ellsworth; 

JOJ·IN H. McGoRR ILL, Junior Grancl Warden, Fairfield; 

MARQUIS F. KING, Grand Treasure1·, Portland; 

STEPHE.N BERRY, Grand Secretary, Portland. 
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Committee of Finance-EDwARD P. BuRNHAM, Saco; ALBRO E. CHASE, 
Portland; GEORGE R. SHAW, Portland. 

Trustees Charity Fund for three years-EDWARD P . BuRNHAM, :Saco; 
FESSENDEN I. DAy, Lewiston. 

The Grand Master then resumed the East. 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

Bro. WM. R. G. EsTES submitted the following re
port: 

IN GRAND LoDGE OF MAINE, May 1, 1900. 
The Committee on Amendments to the Constitution recommend the 

adoption of the first of the three proposed amendments to Section 117, by 
arldition. See page 243, Proc. of 1899, namely: 

"A brother suspended from membership for non-payment of dues will be 
restored by the payment or remission of the amount due at the time of his 
suspension, at any time within five years thereafter: but after that time he 
can be restored only upon his application and a two-thirds vote of the lodge, 
after payment or remission of the amount in arre;~rs." 

We recommend that the two other proposed adrlitions to the same sec
tion (117) be not adopted. 

HORACE H. BURBANK, ) 

WM. R. G. ESTES, t Committee. 
A.. M . WETHERREE, } 

Report accepted and amendment adopted. 

WORK. 

Two o'clock Wednesday was assigned for the ex
emplification of the work, and it was 

Ordered, That no other business shall be transacted at that 

session. 

At 4.20 the Grand Lodge was called from labor to 
refreshment, until 2 P.M. Wednesday. 
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SECOND DAY - AFTERNOON. 

MASONIC HALL, PoRTLAND, } 
WEDNESDAY, May 2, 1900. 

The Grand Lodge was called from refreshment to 

labor at 2 P. M. 

An exemplification of the third degree was pre

sented by Bethlehem Lodge, No. 35, of Augusta, 

]AMES E. KINGSLEY, Master, and a vote of thanks was 

extended to the lodge for the exceptionally fine rendi
tion of the work. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

On motion of Bro. ALFRED S. KIMBALL, 

Voted, that the Committee on Pay Roll be made a Committee 

on Leave of Absence, with power. 

At 5.25 the Grand Lodge was called from labor to 

refreshment until 9 Thursday morning. 

THIRD DAY - MORNING. 

MASONIC HALL, PoRTLAND, l 
THURSDAY, May 3, 1900. j 

The Grand Lodge was called from refreshment to 

labor at 9 A. M. 
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MEDUNCOOK LODGE. 

A petition from ten former members of Meduncook 
Lodge, No. 120, of Friendship, and six others, pray
ing for the return of the charter of that lodge, was re
ceived and referred to the Committee on Dispensa
tions and charters. 

DISPENSATIONS AND CHARTERS. 

Bro. AuGusTus B. FARNHAM reported as follows: 
PoRTLAND, May 3, 1900. 

To the M. W. Gmnd Lodge of Maine. 
Your Committee on Dispensations and Charters !Jave carefully considered 

the matters referred to them and respectfully present the following report: 
In the matter of the petition of Master Masons, residents of Kingfield and 

vicinity, for a dispensat.ion for a new lodge at Kingfield, to he named Mt. 
Abram Lodge, said petiLion being endorsed favorably by the District Dep

uty Grand Master of said district and the consent of the five ~odges nearest 
t<.' l(ingfield having been obtained, we recommend t!Jat the prayer of the 
petitioners be granted. 

In the matter of the petition of Atlantic Lodge, No. 81, Portland Lodge, 
No.1, and Ancient Landmark Lodge, No. 17, praying that this Grand 
Lodge would grant concurrent jurisdiction to Deering Lodge, No. 183, and 
your petitioners, over all territory which is now held by them severally, we 
recommenrl. that the petitioners have leave to withdraw, a.nd that the juris
rl.iction of Deering Lodge, No. 183, remain as provided by this Grand Lodge 

at its session in 1899. 
In the matter of a petition of the former members of Meduncook Lodge, 

No. 121J, of Friendship, Me., praying for t!Je restoration of tbe charter of 
said lodge, surrendered to the Grand Lodge iu 1884, your committee bas 
not been furnished with sufficient information to enable it to act under
standingly on the matter, a nd therefore recommend that the petition be re
ferred to the M. W. Grand Master, with authority to restore the charter 
if he deems it advisable. 

Respectfully submittetl, 

A UG. B. FARNHAM, ~ 
A. L. TALBOT, ( Comm·ittee. 
E. B . MALLET, ) 

Report accepted and recommendations severally 
adopted. 
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MASONIC JURISPRUDENCE. 

Bro. JosiAH H. DRUMMOND, for the Committee on 
Masonic ] u risprudence, reported that they had not 
had sufficient time to consider the matter of lodge 
membership presented by Keystone Lodge, and 
asked that it be left in their hands to report to the 
Grand Master, and the request was granted. 

STANDING REGULATION, NO. 32. 

Bro. DR UMMOND also moved that Standing Regu
lation, No. 32, be amended by repealing all after the 
word, "case," (the same being a prohibition of busi
ness after the concluding of the election.) and the 
motion was adopted. 

GR IEVANCES AND APPEALS. 

Bro. CHARLES I. CoLLAMORE submitted the follow
ing report: 

PoRTLAND, May 3, 1900. 

To theM. W. Grand Lodge of Maine. 

Your Committee on Grievances and Appeals respectfully presents the fol

lowing report: 

In the case of Mt. Desert Lodge, No. 140, at Mt. Desert, against Bro. 

PAUL R ATHERTON, wherein Bro. PAUL R. ATHERTON was expelled from 

all the rights and benefits of Masonry, we recommend the following: 

Resolved, that the doing of Mt. Desert Lodge, No. 140, in expelling Bro. 

PA UL R. ATIIJ<:HTON from all the rigllts and benefits of Masonry, be approved 

and confirmed. 

In tb is case an appeal from the rulings of the Master and from the de

cis ion of the lodge, has been filed with your committee, but not having been 

served upon the lodge in accordance with law, is hereby dismissed. 

In the matter of tbe petition of Bro. AnTnun M. Foss for restoration from 

the sentence of indefinite sn~pension, passed upon him by Bar Harbor 

Lodge, No. 185, March 13, 1890, which sentence was confirmed by this 

Grand Lodge May 6, 1890, he having been unanimously restored to all the 

rights and benefits of Masonry, and to membership in that lodge, April 19, 

1900, your committee recGmmenu the passage of the following: 

4 G. L. 
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Resolved, That it appearing in evidence that he has made restoration in all 

but one case, the doings of said lodge be approved and coniirmed when

ever said petitioner shall have made restitution complete. 
In the case of the complaint of Somerset Lodge, No. 34, of Skowhegan, 

against Carrabassett Lodge, No. 161, of Canaan, in which it is alleged that 

Carrabassett Lodge received the application of a resident of Skowhegan, ac

cepted and initiaterl him Dec. 27, 1898, and passed him Jan. 10, 1899; that 

thereupon Somerset Lodge protested and the matter became the subject of 

correspondence and c0nference. 

Your committee find this case surrounded by grave complications. 

Carrabassett Lorlge did invade the jurisdiction of Somerset Lodge. The 

evirlence gives an opportunity for strong suspicion of fraud in the applica

tion. 
Grand Master LoCKE in May, 1899, decided in this case, "That the appli

cant's actual residence was within the jurisdiction of Somerset Lorlge, and 

that the applicant must take his chances of obtainining a waiver of jurisdic

tion from Somerset Lodge, although said lodge had voted to withdraw the 

complaint.'' 
No legal waiver w<ts ever made by Somerset Lodge, but Carrabassett 

Lodge conferred theM. M. degree upon the applicant on October 17, 1899. 

In this your committee believe Carrabassett Lodge committed a serious 

error. We therefore recommend the passage of the followin g: 

Resolved., That Carrabassett Lodge be directed to fil e charges against and 

try Bro. GEo. G. WASHBURN for obtaining the degrees by untrue statements 

in his petition, and that a full report of their doings and the evidence in the 

case--whatever the result may be-be returned to this Grand Lodge at or 

before the next annual communication for action thereon. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CHAS. I. COLLAMOlm, ~ 
EDWARD P. BURNHAM, Committee. 
JOS. M. HAYES, 

The report was accepted, and the recommenda
tions were severally adopted, Bar Harbor Lodge being 
ordered to report to the Grand Master when the con
dition should be complied with. 

PAY ROLL. 

Bro. A. C. T. KING, for the Committee on Pay 
Roll, reported a schedule, which was accepted and 
ordered to be paid . 
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COMMITTEE OF FINANCE-MILEAGE. 

Bro. ALBRO E. CHASE, for the Committee of Fi
nance, reported the following: 

MASONIC HAr, L, PORTLAND, May 3, 1900. 

To the M. W. Gmnd L odge of Maine. 

At th e annual communication of the Grand Lodge in the year 1895, the 
question of the revision of the mileage and per diem to be paid to the mem
bers of this Grand Lodge was referred to the Committee of Finance. In 
1896, 1897 and 1898, the committee reported and asked for further time, 
because the railroads in the State had not been fully completed. No report 
was made last year because the committee could not get the requisite in
formation in season to make a report. During the past year their attention 
has been given to this subject, and it has been found to be one of difficult 
solution. The present arrangement, in general, was adopted in 1883. 

While at the present time there are not so many incongruities as there 
were at that time, ye t, owing to the same causes that caused a revision at 
that Lime, it would seem advisable to make a change at this time. Any 
change cannot help being a little from a true and just bearing in all cases, 
from the nature of the locations of the lodges in this jurisdiction, and from 
the diversified inanner of reaching this Grand Lodge. The completion of 
two extensive lines of railroads, and the construction of several lines of 
electric roads !Jave, however, reduced the inequalities. 

Whether the Grand Lodge shall make a general revision or not, there 
still remains t he fact that those who come from places at a greater distance 
than one hundred miles from Portland should not continue to receive the 
present mileage. 

The present membersh ip of the Grand Lorlge can increase but slowly~ 
since to it will be added in the future only those who shall have filled the 
Wardens' positions, and a very few new lorlges. The present mileage pays 
for more than five thousand more miles than the railroad, steamboat and 
stage lines allow. 

It appears to your committee to be the fairest way to pay as near as may 
be the actual traveling expenses, and an adequate per diem. Since it would 
be impo sible to fix the sum at every communication, the committee believe 
that the travel should be computed by taking the fare charged by the rail
road or steam boat from Portland to the station in the town where a lodge 
is located, and_if a stage fare must be paid that the same should be added 
thereto; and that the per diem should be placed at two dollars per day. 
Your committee further believe that this arrangement would preclude the 
necessity of granting any l~ave of absence during the continuance of the 
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communication, except in the case of sickness of the delegate or of a member 

of his family. 
Should such acti0n as here outlined prevail, it would not increase the 

expenses of this Grand Lodge by two hundred dollars, it being understood 
that the per diem would be for three days. 

In order to bring the matter before the Grand Lodge the committee rec
ommend that Standing Regulation, No. 1, be repealed, and that the follow 
ing be adopted to be known as Standing Regulation, No. 1: 

1. Resolved, That the Grand Treasurer pay to one delegate who sh11.1l 
be present on the first day of the annual communication of the Grand Lodge, 

and (unless excused by the Grand Lodge on account of his own sickness or 
that of his family) attend during the session, for mileage such sum as is 
granted by the several railroads or steamboats to Portland from the station 
or landing place in the town where the lodge is located, together with such 
additional sum for stage fare from the place of location of the lodge to such 
station or landing place when such is paid; and two dollars for each day's 
actual attendance, not exceeding three days, when the delegate is a member 
of the lodge he represents; and the same mileage and per diem to District 
Deputy Grand Masters and all permanent members. When a lodge is repre
sented by more than one brother, the senior officer shall receive the mileage 

and per diem. 

EDWARD~ BURNHAM,~ 
ALBRO E. CHASE, C0111111ittee. 
GEO. R. SUA W, 

The report was accepted and the recommendation 
adopted. 

MEMORIAL TO P . G. M. HIRAM CHASE. 

Bro. DRUMMOND, for the special committee on a 
memorial to Bra HIRAM CHASE, asked that they be 
allowed further time, which was granted . 

He also offered the following resolution, which was 
adopted as a Standing Regulation: 

R esolved, That in the case of the death of a Grand Officer 

or Past Grand Officer, the M. W. Grand Master be authorized, in 

his discretion, to appoint a special committee to prepare a memorial 

and present the same to the Grand Lodge at its next session. 
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MASONIC JURISPRUDENCE. 

Bro. DRUMMOND rep'orted as follows: 

IN GRAND LonGE Ol' MAINE, May 3, 1900. 

The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, to which were referred the de

cisions of M. W. Grand Master Loc KE, announced last year, ask leave to 
report that t.hey have considered the same and recommend that they heap

proved, except the last part of the decision in relation to Past Masters. 

1. We think this matter is controlled by the express terms of Section 

124 of the Constitution, which provides that when the Master· has served a 

full term, he shall have a Past Master's diploma. The Constitution makes 
service the grounds for tlte giving of this diploma, and when a Master has 

baPn declared by competent authority to have been regularly installecl., we 

cannot go behind that declaration, so far as his right to preside is concerned, 

anrl his right to preside carries with it the right to receive a diploma, when 
his term has ex pi red. 

Wheth er such a Past Master has a right to sit in a convention of Past 

Masters is for that body to determine and not for this Grand Lodge. 
2. Yonr committee fully endorse the decision in re!ation to life mem

bership, but they deem it important to call the attention of the Grand Lodge 

to the fact, that, in very many instances, and apparently in the large ma

jority of cases in which that system bas been adoptecl., the result has been 

d ieastrous to the lodge. The reasons for the failure of the system are an 

inadequate rate for the privilege and the spending of the money for current 

expenses. 

A system of life membership, with rates graded according to age and 

mathematically determined from statistics basecl. on experience, is all right 
provided the money is invested and no more of it expended yearly than the 

a mount of the annual dues. But in all the systems which we have noticed 

all these conditions are practically disregarded. The result bas been, that 

the money bas been spent, and the lodge found itself with an empty treas

ury and a large list of members exempt from dues, and the burden of main

t:tining the lodge thrown upon only a part of its members, who are thereby 

induced to dimit and leave the lodge to its fate. 
A notber practice has grown up, aml your comm ittee fear that it has already 

become an abuse, viz: The election of honorary members and their exemp

tion from dues. In some lodges, every Master on retiring from the chair is 

made an honorary member of this kind. This practice seems to us objec

tionable, not only because it weakens the lodge financially, but bec:tuse it 

lowers the dignity of the office of Master. The service rendered by a 

M:tster is more than repaid by the honor of an election to that office, and a 

pecuniary reward greatly belittles it. If a brother is not willing to render 
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his best service in such an office, for the honor of holding it, it is pretty cer
tain that he does not sufficiently appreciate Masonry to make him fit to hold 

the office. 
The use of lodge funds for the purchase of jewels for presentation to re

tiring officers is almost universally condemned and forbidden, because those 
funds are held only for the payment of necessary expenses 9-nd for the pur
poses of charity. The exemption of any member easi ly able to pay dues, 
comes within the same principle as to the use of lodge funds and is open to 
the same objections. 

If reward can be spoken of in connection with masonic service, the high
est reward possible is found in the consciousness of having performed 
masonic duty with an eye single to the interests of masonry, and in the ap
preciation of that service by our brethren and their consequent fraternal 
esteem. 

3. In order to prevent misconstruction, your committee desire to say that 
they do not understand that the answer to the question in relation to the 
acceptance of Catholics is a decision: we understand that it is adviso1·y. 

Fraternally submitted, 

JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND, } 

MARQUIS F. KING, Committee. 
HORACE H. BURBANK, 

Report accepted and permission given committ~e 
to report next year on the other subjects referred. 

CONDITION OF THE FRATERNITY. 

Bro. HENRY R. TAYLOR submitted the following: 

I N GRAND LonoE, May 3, 1900. 
To theM. W. Grand Lodge of Maine. 

Your Committee on Condition of the Fraternity have attended to their 
duties and beg leave to report: 

Our deductions are based chiefly upon the reports of District Deputy 
Grand Masters, twenty-five of which we have carefully reviewed. 

Nearly all testify to the value, efficiency and benefits derived by the craft 
from conventions, those of the Grand Lecturer and those of the District 
Deputies. Their comments and recommendations imply that even more 

meetings throughout the different districts would be desirable. 
The collection of dues bas been urged with increasing frequency, and bas 

been apparently recognized as an important factor in the stability, welfare 
and usefulness of a lodge. Some instances are indeed worthy of particular 
mention, and (may we not add) "worthy of emulation." 
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Marine Longe, with a membership of 144, reports' · all dues collected," and 
Solar Lodge, with a membership of 256, reports, only one member in arrears." 

Referring to lodge No. 61, there are apprehensions expressed regarding the 
safety of the lodge room from "" cowans and eavesdropper·s." 

If well founded, your committee would recommend that the D. D. il:. M. 
of the 10th District be directed to investigate at once the condition of said 
lodge room, with its surroundings, and immediately report upon the same 
to the M. W. Grand Master. 

That portion of the Grand Maste r's address relating to "proficiency of 
candidates" and to examination of petitions, each deserves more than casual 
perusal. 

" Is he worthy and well qualified" is not an idle demand. Not from 
the Worshipful Master alone, bnt from every member, shoulci come to this 
question, a true, carefully considered, and a comprehensive answer. Let 
"Committees of Inquiry" be not remiss in their important duties. Neglect 
of investigation-a passive reliance upon a general or specious reputation
a negative ignorance of anything baa without a positive knowledge of good 
qualities, is not sufficient investigation. 

Let th e " guards of the outer door" be faithful to the trusts which the 
lodge reposes in them. 

Fraternally submitted, 

HENJ~Y R. TAYLOR, t 
ALBERT M . PENLEY, (Committee. 
HOWARD D. SMITH, ) 

Report accepted and recommendation adopted. 

AMI<:NDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION- TIME OF MEETING. 

Bro. ALBRO E. CHASE proposed the following: 
I move the follow!ng amendments to the Constitution: 
Amend Art. HI, Sec. 3, by inserting in the seconci line before the word 

first the words "Monday preceding the, " and in the second line strike out 
the words "nine" and "A" and insert "seven-thirty and r," so that it 
shall read: 

SEc. 3. The annual communication of the Grand Lodge shall be holden 
in Portland on the Monday preceding the first Tuesday in May, at 7.30 
o'clock P. M. 

Also amend Art. I, of part second, Sec. 59, by striking out the words 
"day of the annual communication of the Grand Lodge" and insert the 
words" F irst Tuesday in May," so that it shall read: 

"The Trustees of the Charity Fund shall meet at Portland at five o'clock 
in the afternoon of the fi t·st Tuesday in May, &c." 
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Amendment entertained and referred to the Com

mittee on Amendments to the Constitution. 

NEW PAY ROLL. 

On motion of Bro. CHASE, 

Voted, That the printing of a new Pay Roll be referred to the 

Committee of Finance, with power. 

INSTALLATION AND APPOINTMENTS. 

Past Grand Master JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND was 
called to the East, and Past Grand Master JOSEPH A. 
LocKE presented M. W. WINFIELD S. CHOATE, Grand 

Master elect, who was installed by P. G. Master 

DRUMMOND, with prayer by Rev. and Wor. GEoRGE 

F. DEGAN, Grand Chaplain. 

The Grand .Master announced the following ap

pointments : 

R.W. CHARLES D. SMITH, Cor. Grand Secretary, Portland 

CYRUS w. HENDIUX, D. D. G. 111. ut Dist., Caribou 

ALFRED SMALL, 2d Lubec 

DAVID w. CAMPBELL, ] d Cherryfield 

THEODORE A. SMTTI-I, 4/IL " Sedgwick 

ALLEN P. CLARK, jilL " Foxcroft 

FRED c. BARTON, 6tlt " Bradley 

ADELBERT MILLETT, 71/r. " Searsmont 

S. AuGuSTUS PARKER, 8t!t " Belfast 

G. DunLEY Gour.n, Qllt " Warren 

JoHN R. McDouGALL, Iot!t " Boothbay Harbor 

THOMAS H. Boncn, Ilfh " Augusta 

]AMES H. WITHERELL, I 2i/t " Oakland 

GRANV ILLE D . PERKINS, I ]IIL " Madison 

PEREz S. BuRR, I41h " Freeport 

FRED RA Y!l.-tOND, I jilt " Livermore Falls 

jOSEPH w. SIMPSON", I6tfL " Rumford Falls 

ALBERT H. BuRROUGHs, I7l/t " Westbrook 
T OBIAS L. EASTMAN, I 81ft " Fryeburg 

EvERETT M. STAPLES, IQift " Biddeford 

PHILIP J. l\1ILLS, 20tlt " Lincoln 

CHARLES F. PAINE, 2 1St Bar Harbor 

MILTON L. l\1ERRlLL, 22d St. Albans 
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R . W. FRANK WILSON, 

LIONEL 0. BRACKETT, 

Gao. A. GoRHAM. ]R., 

\N. & Rev. Etr-.UIR F. PEMBER, 

j OHN G IBSON, 

GEORGE M. Hown, 
GEORGE F. DEGAN, 

W.& Rt. Rev. RoBERT CooMAN, ]R., 

w. EDWIN c. DUDLEY, 

ERrt10N D. EASTMAN, 

CHARLES w. CROSBY, 

WILLIAM A. RE!\IICK, 

) AMES .E. KINGSL EY, 

ROBERT w. CARR, 

ALBERT M. AMES, 

WILLIAM N. H owE, 

LEVI E. j ONES, 

WrLLIAM L. PowERS, 

\V ARREN I\fORS£!: 1 

J\1. w. FRANK E. SLEEI'ER, 

\V. WALTERs. Sl\IITH, 

WARREN 0. CARNEY. 

D. D. G. M 23d Dis/., 
24/lt u 

2jtlt u 

Grand Clu~jlaiu, 

Marsllal, 

Seu.ior Deacon, 

" Junior Deacon, 

Ste1uard, 

S1uord Bearer, 

Standard Bearer, 

Pursuivant, 

Lecturer , 

Organist, 

Tyler, 
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San ford 

Auburn 

H oulton 

Bangor 

Cape Elizabeth 

Lewiston 

Augusta 

Portland 

Augusta 

Portland 

Kent's Hill 

Bucksport 

Augusta 

Bowdoinha1n 

Stockton Springs. 

Portland 

Winthrop 

Gardiner 

Warren 

Sabattus 

Portland 

Portland 

The remaining officers, elect and appointed, who 

were present, were then installed by P. G M. DRuM

MOND, and proclamation was made. 

The Grand Master then assumed the East, and 

thanked M. W. Bro. DRUMMOND for his assistance. 

GRAND SECRETARY'S SALARY. 

On motion of Bro. MARQUIS F. KING, 

Voted, That the Grand Secretary's salary be fixed at $6oo a 

year. 

WILLIAM 0. FOX. 

On motion of Bro. SuMNER ]. CHADBOURNE, 

Voted, That Bro. ALBRO E. CHASE be requested to prepare a 

Memorial of Bro. vVILLIAM 0. Fox, Past Grand Treasurer, for 

publication. 

Bro. CHASE submitted the following, which was ac

cepted: 
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WILLIAM OsBORNE Fox, the subject of this sketch, was a lineal descend
ant of those of the Fox family, who were of the first settlers of Portland. 

In Portland was he born on September 12, 1825, and his boyhood and edu
cation were those of the you til of the Portland of those days. He was fitted 

for and entered Bowdoin College, but, having determined to become a civil 
engineer, he left college and entered upon the practice of his profession in 
the West, aiding in the survey of the fir~t railroad in the city of Chicago and 
the survey of other railroads from Chicago to St. Louis. He was also engaged 
by a New York syndicate in the making of a survey for a canal on the 

Isthmus of Panama. 
Upon the breaking out of the civil war he enlisted in the First Maine Regi

ment, where he honorably served until his discharge. He was a member of 
Bosworth Post, G. A. R. He was for some time an officer in the Portland 
Custom House, and in 1873 he was elected an assessor of the city, to which 
office he was returned by successive elections until 1896. He died of men

ingitis, after a short illness, June 4, 1899. 
He was married to MARY G. C. CARTER, daughter of CALEB CART Ell, and is 

survived by two sons, JAMES C. Fox, and SELDEN C. Fox, both residents of 
this city. 

Bro. Fox was raised a Master Mason, in Portland Lodge, No. 1, Sept. 
11, 1850, and was elected a member of the lodge October 9, 1850, and 
held a continuous membership during ilis life. He was the Treasurer at the 
time of his death, having held that office continually by successive elec
tions for thirty-eight years. l-Ie was exalted a Royal Arch Mason Jan. 

30, 1866, in Greenleaf Chapter, and held the office of Scribe therein. 
He received the Order of Knighthood in St. Alban Commandery, March 

29, 1866, and diLDitted from that commandery in 1875 to be one of the 
charter members of Blanquefort Commandery. During his connection with 

St. Alban Commandery he held among other offices that of Treasurer. 
Bro. Fox was a member of the the A. & A. Rite, becoming a member of 

tbe several bodies therein in 1863. At the time of his death he was Treas
urer of the Yates Lodge of Perfection , and of the Portland Council Princes 
of Jerusalem, which oflices he had filled for many years. 

In this Grand Lodge he was the Treasurer from October 18, 1879, to May, 
1883, and since that time he has held the office of Pursuivant .. 

Such was the outward life of this quiet, unostentatious brother. In every 
place which he was called to fill, its duties were performed conscientiously, 
punctually and honorably. But wqo can ever forget his cordial greeting, his 

earnest desire to meet and to greet his brethren at these meetings? Bro. Fox 
was a constant attendant upon the meetings of the craft and his presence is 
missed as well as his kindly voice. While never obtrusive with his ideas, 

yet he was always found ad vacating what would be for the best interests of 
the craft. "A man without guile or malice in his heart." 
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The Grand Master announced the following 

STANDING COMMITTEES. 

On Credentials. 
w~t. N. Howg, FRANCIS L. TALBOT, CnAS. B. ADAMS. 

On Grievances and Appeals. 
C HAinEs I. CoLLAMORE, JosEPH M. HAYES, EDwARD P. BuRNHAM. 

On Publication. 
FEss~;NDEN I. DAY, W. ScoTT SnoREY, MANLY G. TRASK. 

On History. 
SuMNER J. CHADBOURNE, HoRACE MITCI-Il;LL, J osEPH A. LoCKE. 

On Dispensations and Charters. 
A~.;o. B. FAilNIIAM, ARCHIE L. TALBOT, EDAtUND B. MALLg·r. 

On Amendments to the Constitution. 
HoRACE H. BuRBANK, w~I. R. G. Es·rES, ALDEN M. WETHERBEE. 

On Masonic Jurisprudence. 
Josun Il . DRuMMOND, MARQUIS F. KING, HoRACE H. BuRBANK. 

On Foreign Correspondence. 
JoSIAH H. DRUMMOND, EI>WARD P. BURNHAM, ALBRO E. CrrASE. 

On Condition of the Fraternity. 
u~~ NI!Y R. TAYLOR, HOWAHD D. SMITH, Ar~ BEHT M. PENLE ~·. 

On Librm·y. 
W. S . C HOATE, (ex-officio), ALBRO E. CI·IA ~E, JosEPH A. LoCKE. 

On Transportation. 
STEPHEN B ERRY, W. FREEMAN Lonn, CHAS. M. SLEgPER. 

On Returns. 
STEPHEN BERRY, MOSES TAIT, ELM~;R E. SPOFFORD. 

Bro. DRUMMOND submitted the following, which 
was accepted : 

IN GRAND LODGE oF MAINE, May 3, 1900. 

The committee appointed to present a tribute to the memory of Past 

Grand Master HlnA~r CHASE, ask leave to report. 

We refer to the account of Bro. CHA SE' s masonic history given by our 

M. W. Grand Master in his address. 
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Bro. CHASE came into · the Grand Lodge at a time when the veteran 

masons, who were active before the days of A11ti-Masonry, were beginning 

to feel that they must be relieved of the cares incident to the admin istration 

of masonic affairs in Maine, and that those who had come into the Institu

tion since those days must take their places. But the latter were young in 
Masonry, and with very limited experience, and with little opportuni ty to 

. increase their knowledge by reading. CHARLES W. Moo1n;'s Masonic 

Monthly Magazine was the only continuous publication <tt that time, and 

the only books were the old Monitors published thirty or forty years previ

ously. Indeed, the 1816 edition of Webb's Monitor (which had not then 

been reprinted) was the Text Book in use in our lodges. 
·It is in one respect fortunate that such was the case. For the magazine 

taught Masonry according to the "original plan," and st~enuously opposed 

all modern innovations, and of course the old Monitors were in accord with 

these teachings. 
But the situation was quite a grave one; altnost all the lodges had sus

pended work during the anti-masonic times, and were just beginning to 

resume labor, with the large part of the former members gone, while but 
few of those living bad the work or a knowledge of the methods in which 

the masonic business of the lodge should be transacted. 

There was consequently a necess ity that the Grand Master should give 

much time and labor to the duties of his office, and moreover, be well ski lled 

in masonic polity. The result was that the oldest masons were unwilling to 

hold the office for more than a single year: so FREEMAN BnADFOHD was 

Grand Master in 1853, TIM OT HY CHASE in 1854, JoHN MILLER in 1855, and 

JAI3 Ez TnUI~ in 1856. 

At the annual communic:uion in 1856, it seemed that one of the younger 

men must succeed Bro. TnuE, and after co11sultation and anxious rlelibera

tion among the veterans, Bro. HIRA>I CHASE was selected to be his suc

cessor the nex t year and he was elected Deputy Grand Master. But when 

the year had expired and Bro. CnASE was tcld of the pnrpose entertained, 

he was unwilling, without furth er preparation, to assume tLe responsibilities 

of the position and Past Grand Master DuNLAP finally consented to serve 

again for a single year, and Bro. CuAs~; was re-elected Deputy Gr:md 

Master. But in 1857 he was elected Grand Master by a substantially unan

imous vote. He entered -upon the duties of the office with much diffidence 

and the avowed intention of retiring at the enrl of the year. But his admin

istration was such a complete success that the wish came up to the Grand 

Lorlge of 1859 from all over the State, universally, that he woulrl consent 

to serve another year: to this were added the earnest persuasions of his asso

ciates, and he was induced to leave the matter to the Grand Lodge, which 

settled it by giving him a unanimous re--election. His administration the 
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second year was a repetition of the stJccess of the previous year. The con

stitution then limited eligibility to the Grand Mastership to two successh·e 

years and he retired at the end of his second term. 

The veterans had no occasion to regret their opinion of Rro. CnAso-:'s abil

ity and inclination to administer the affairs of Masonry according to the old 

ways. There was then the natural fear that the younger men would be in

clined to undertake to fashion Masonry according to modern ideas. Bttt 

those who had tlt~se fears for Bro. CHAs.:, were very happily disappointed. 

He had learned Ma~onry as it came from the fathers and he so taught it. 

Wltile his predecessors had done much to re-organize Masonry in Maine 

after the disasters of the "dark days," it fell to the lot of Bro. Crus.: to 

carry on the work at a time when in terest in Masonry was reviving and the 

calls upon him were consequently more frequent. 

The masons of Maine owe him much for the sagacity, prudence and prac

tical ability he displayed in what he did to put Masonry on a proper basis 

in this time of its re-organization. If he had been imbued with the ideas 

held by many in these later times, our Grand Lodge would have never gained 

the reputation which it has justly earned for close adherence to the princi

ples and landmarks of the Institution and the ancient usages of the craft. 

But his service in this direction did not cease with his retirement from 

office. He has been a constant attendant on the Grand Lodge ever since, 

and by his wise counsels has done very much to keep the craft in the path 

in which they started, and in which he aided them so greatly to walk while 

he was their chief. 

Others have spoken of his character as a man in all the walks of life; but 

we may be permitted to say that his probity of character·, his gracious man

ner in his intercourse with his brethren and. his unquestioned sincerity 

und.er all circumstances, added great weight to his influence among the craft 

and. in the community. 

We shall miss his presence in the Grand Lodge, especially those of ns who 

have wrought together with him these many, many years; but we know that 

the influence of his wo1;ks remains with us, and will remain with us and 

those who shall come after us, long after we shall have joined him, where 

parting never comes. 

We recommend that this minute be spread upon the record, and that a 

page in our Proceedings, suitably inscribed, be devoted to his memory. 

Fraternally submitted. 

JOSIAH H. DRUl\iMOND, ) 

EDWARD P . BURNHAM, t Committee. 
WM. R. G. ESTES, J . 
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UNFIN ISHED BUSINESS. 

Bro. JosEPH M. HAYES reported as follows: 

IN GRAND LoDGE, P oRTLAND, May 3, 1900. 
To the M. W . Grand Lodge of Maine. 

Your Committee on Unfinished Business submit the following report : 
That all business presented during this session has been completed . 

Fraternally submitted, 

JOS. M. HAYES, ~ 
ALBERT M. PENLEY, Comm ·iltee. 
ENOCH 0. GREENL EAlf, 

Report accepted. 

The minutes were then read and approved, and at 
r 1.40 the Grand Lodge was closed, prayer being 
offered by the Rt. Rev. RoBERT CaDMAN, ]R., Grand 
Chaplain. 

Attest : 

Grand Secretary. 

The eighty-second Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge 

will be held at Masonic H all, Portland , Tuesday, May 7, 19oi, 

at 9 o'clock A. M . 
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F IRST DISTRICT. 

ToM. W. W tNFrEr.o S. CtWATE, 

G1·and Master of the Grand Lodge of Maine. 

I herewith submit my official report as District Deputy of the First Masonic 

Distnct. 

January 10th, I made my official visit to Washburn Lodge, No. 193. In

stalled the officers and witnessed work in the Master's degree, which was 

very well done; the records are in goocl. hands, the finances in good shape, 

and this lodge is rapidly com ing to the front. 

February 12th, visited Trinity Lodge, No. 130, and saw the Master's degree 

worked in a very satisfactory manner. Th is lodge is doing good work .and 

plenty of it; the Secretary understands his duty, and attends to it. 

March 14th , visited Eastern Frontier Lodge, No. 112. The E. A. degree 

was conferred on two candidates in a manner that I have seldom seen 
equalled. The records are in good hanrls and well kept. 

Owing to blocking snow-storms and other circumstances over which I 

have no control, I have not been able to visit Pioneer Lodge at Ashland, 

but have had some correspondeuce with the Master, and have learned from 

other sources tbat they are having plenty of work and are doing well. 

Caribou Lodge, No. 170, being my masonic home, I have attended nearly· 

all of its meetings. This lodge has done but little w~rk the past year, 
but the prospect for the future looks brighter; the financial condition of the 

lodge is good. 

Thanking you, Most Worsh ipful, for the honor conferred, a.nd the breth

ren of this district for courtes ies extended, I am yours f raternally, 

C. W. HENDRIX, D. D. G. M. 1st M. D. 
Caribou, April 19, 1900. 

I 
j 
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SECOND DISTRICT. 

To M. W. WINFIELD S. CHOATE, 
Grand Master of the Grand L odge of Maine. 

I have the honor to submit my first annual report as District Deputy 

Grand Master of the Second Masonic District. I have visited all the lodges 

in my district and witnessed the work in each of them. It is with great· 

pleasure that I am enabled to report, that the several lodges in the Second 

Masonic District are up to date, and perform thP.ir work in a very uniform 

manner. The records of each lodge are correctly and neatly kept, and each 

lodge is apparently in a prosperous condition. 
My first official act was in granting permission, June 8th, to Lewy's 

Island Lodge, No. 138, Princeton, to attend divine service as a body. This 

is a practice of this lodge from year to year, and a very commendable one, 

and should be encouraged by the several District Deputy Grand Masters 
throughout the state, until Pach lodge adopts the practice of the brethren of 

Lewy's Island Lodge. 
June 19th, accompanied by a large delegation of brethren from Washing

ton Lodge, No. 37, Lubec, I made my first official visit to Eastern Lodge, 

No. 7, Eastport, and witnessed the exemplification of the work in the third 

degree. Bro. W ALn;a F. BRADISH, Past District Deputy Grand Master, 
occupied the chair on this occasion, and the work was rendered in a very 

creditable manner. Some slips or the tongue were noticed, which were 
kindly acknowledged by the officers when brought to their notice. The 

visiting brethren were entertained in a very satisfactory manner, when 

called from labor to refreshment. 
In November, by request of Washington Lodge, I petitioned theM. W. 

Grand Master for a dispensation to accept, initiate, craft and raise a cand i · 

date, in less time than authorized by the Grand Lodge Rules and Regula
tions, and the reasons given therefor appearing satisfactory to the Grand 

Master, a dispensation was granted, November 21st, by the lodge observing 

"Standing Regulation, No. 7" ; which was fully complied with, all of the 

brethren being duly notified. The Entered Apprentice degree was duly 

. conferred upon the candidate, at a special meeting of Washington Lodge; 

the second and third at the District Convention, December 13th, at which 

time the convention was held with Washington Lodge, Lubec, by the sev

eral lodges comprising the Second Masonic District. 

The conv~:ntlon was called to order by the District Depcty Grand Master, 

Au·nED SMALL, who, in a few brief remarks, stated the object of the meet

ing, after which a lodge of Master Masons was opened in due form by 

W. M. lnviNG W. CASE, of Washington, who called upon Crescent Lodge, 

of Pembroke, to exemplify the work in the Entered Apprentice degree. 
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Past D. D. G. M. EvERETT H. FISHER occupied the East, the regular Master 
not being present. As no regular candidate had been provided for this oc
casion , a brother kindly volunteered, and acted well his part. 'fhe work 
was very satisfactory, and the corrections which followed were very few 
indeed . 

A lodge of Fellow Crafts was opened, and Worshipful Master CASE called 
upon the officers of Eastern Lodge to assume the different stations and con
fer the degree. But D. D. G. M. WALTER F. BRADISH occupied the East; 
anrl the candidate was introduced and examined as to his proficiency in the 
preceding degree, by Past Master WHEELERS. HAWEES, acting as Junior 
Warden . The examination passed in a manner highly satisfactory to the 
large number of brethren assembled. The candidate was fittingly prepared 
and advanced to the second step in Masonry, in due and ancient form. The 
floor work of this degree was very pleasing, as performed with that. grace 
and dignity so natural to the veteran Senior Deacon, Bro. FRANK BEAL, of 
Eastern Lodge. The criticisms of this work were very few, the errors being 
merely slips of th e tongue, which were fully rectified. At the close of this 
work the lodge was called from labor to refreshment, and repaired to the 
vestry of the First Christian Church, where a banquet was prepared by the 
ladies of this society, which elicited great praise for the excellence of the 
cooking, and the admirable service of the tastefully and becomingly attired 
waiters. 

The lodge was called from refreshment to labor by Worshipful Master 
CASE, and the several stations filled by the officers of Washington Lodge, 
who exemplified the work of the third degree in their usual manner. This 
being my home lodge, modesty forbids my spreading the cement of praise to 
any great extent. Suffice it to say, it was a splendid sample of the work as 
performed by this lodge. 

At the close of the work, the necessary corrections were made, and a large 
number of the brethren responded to the invitation of tbe W. M. for 
remarks, which were highly enjoyed. The convention was voted a success 
by the large number in attendance, some two hundred, and marked in the 
calendar as one of the green spots in a mason's journey, "on the level of 
time, " thus bringing together yearly the brethren of the several lodges in 
the district, comparing work, forming new associates and strengthening 
anew the bonds of fraternity. 

January 23d, I attended a school for instruction by the Grand Lecturer, 
FRANK E. SLEEPER, at Ellsworth. This being my initiatory trip for an OC · 

casion of this kind, it afforded me great pleasure and satisfaction, "and 
the attentiYe ear received the sound from the instructive tongue," which 
was duly spread among the brethren of the Second District. 

March 5th, I made an official visit to St. Croix Lodge, CaiaiR, expecting to 

li G. L. 



66 Proceedings of the [May, 

witness work on the third degree, but the candidate failed to appear, and 
the evening was passed in a very satisfactory manner with the brethren 
present. An examination of the records and other property of the lodge 
was made, and as Past D. D. G. M. S-rEPHI!:N D. MoRni!:Lr. is the custodian 
of this devartment, comments are unnecessary. 

March 21st, I made my official visit to CreRcent Lodge, Pembroke, and 
witnessed the work of the third degree. The officers of this lodge were newly 
elected, but performed their work like veterans. Some corrections were 
made that were kindly received by the brethren. This lodge has always 
performed its work well, and under the charge of W. M. HERDEH'I' H. 
BEST and his efficient officers, the cause of Masonry must ~urely thrive. 
The records are faithfully looked after by the veteran Hro. G!!:o. H. ALLAN, 
who always prides himself on having his reports ready for-the 1)istrict Dep
uty on the first of March. 

April 3d, was made to Lewy's Island Lodge, Princeton, where I wit
nessed work In the Fellow Craft degree on a brother who kindly ·volun
teered for the occasion. This being my first occasion of meeting with this 
lodgt>, I found myself agreeably surprised and pleased by the great intt>rest 
mamfested in the cause of Masonry by this lodge. A new body of officers 
were serving at this time, and in my judgment I should say the honors 
were not undeserved, as they are mostiy young men and very zealous in 
their work. Very few corrections were called for; and if a school for in
struction could be arranged the coming year by the Grand Lecturer, say at 
Machias, so that the brethren from this far away poipt could attend at 
a small expense, this lodge would be second to none in tbe St:tte. The 
records are neatly kept, and their financial standing first-class. 

The following evening, I made my second official visit to St. Croix Lodge, 
Calais, and had the pleasure of witnessing the work of the third degree. 
W. M. W. H. KEENE is a good ritualist, and received all the correctio11s 
by the Deputy in a fraternal spirit. This lodge enjoys the privilege of hav
ing a number of Past D. D. G. M. 'son their rolls fully qualified to correct 

all errors and make them an up to date lodge. When called from labor 
to refreshment, we found the tables properly clothed, and furuished with 
refreshments supplied by Bro. CoLLINS, who thoroug!Jly underHands his 
business. A spirit of genuine fraternity is always to be found among the 
brethren of this lodge, and ou r best wishes for their welfare attenrl them. 

April 9th, Monday evening, by special invitation of Eastern Lodge, 
Eastport, I made my second visit, accompanied by some twenty-five of the 
brethren of Washington Lodge and other well known masons, and witnessrd 
the work of the third degree, on two very bright anrl interesting candidates. 
The work was performed by a new body of officers, with W. !1'1. WARRENS. 
KANE in the East, who is a very smooth worker, and I have no doubt 
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Eastern Lodge will flourish under his management. Past Junior Grand 
Warden, Bro. W. J. FISHER, was invited to give the lectures belonging to this 
degree, and notwithstanding his seventy-eight years of age, he still possesses 
the "retentive memory," and performed his work to the admiration of the 
nearly one hundred brethren assembled. Corrections were made where re
qu ired, after which notification was given that the presence of the brethren 
was required in the banquet room, where the tables were found to be amply 
providerl with the good things of life, to which full justice was given. Before 
separating for the night, with the assistance of Past D. D. G. M. JAMES B. 
NEAGLE, of Lubec, the Past Master's degree was conferred upon Bros. KANE 
and P. M. BREWSTER, to their entire satisfaction. 

~l· asbington Lodge, being my masonic horne, and being present at all of 
its 111eetings the past year, I deemed an official visit unnecessary, as all of 
them partook more or less of this character. This lodge, under the watchful 
care of W. M. IRVING W. CASE, who is serving his third term as Master, will 
C•'mpare well with the several lodges in the district. The officers are nearly 
all young men, and much interested in their work. February 21st I in
stalled Bro. CASE as Master, who on assuming the gavel proceeded to in
stall the remaining officers. On completion of the lodge work, the doors 
were opened to masons' families and invited guests, who were entertained 
with readings and dram!ttic recitations in commemoration of our beloved 
Brother GEORGE WASIIINGTON, whom all delight to honor. Refreshments 
were served, and a very pleasant even ing was enjoyed by all. 

In closing, I report with pleasure, that peace and harmony prevail in all 
tue lodges under my jurisrliction, and a fair amount of work has been ac
complished through the p!tst year, while the outlook for the present is bright. 
My appointmen t as District Deputy Grand Master, although accepted with 
great reluctance, bas proved a very pleasing' occupation to me for the past 
year, and I trust also to the brethren. 

And now, Most Worshipful Grand Master, I wish to thank you for my 
appointment and the honor thus conferred, aud to tender my sincere thanks 
and grat itude to the officers and brethren of the Second Mason ic District, 
fo r the many courtesies and cordial greet ings which I have received. 

I earnestly hope my official acts have met with your approval, and will 
also add, that if the several lodges throughout the state perform their work 
as accurately as those comprising the Second District, the Grand Lodge may 
well feel proud of Masonry in Maine. 

Respectfully and fraternally submitted, 

ALFRED SMALL, D. D. G. M. 2d M. D. 
Lubec, April 16, 1900. 



68 Proceedings of the [May, 

THIRD DISTRICT. 

To M. W. WINFmLD S. CHOATE, 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Ma'ine. 

I herewith submit my first annual report as D. D. G. M. of the Third 
Masonic District. 

My first official action was in response to the request of Grand Lectnrer 
SLEEPER, to secure a full attendance from the lodges of this district at Lis 
convention in Ellsworth, January 23d. Gen'l Manager DowsT, of the W. 

C. R. R., promptly granted us" one fare" and Washington County was well 
represented. The instruction and counsel received there insured harmony 
and accuracy among the Deputies and inspired all with zeal for the work of 
the coming year. I trust that its influence extended as far in other direC·· 
tions as it did toward the East. 

January 30th, I installed the officers of Harwood Lodge, No. 91, of Machias. 
The installation was public and the hall was filled with masons and their 
friends. The ceremony waH rendered more impressive by appropriate s ing
ing by a quartette. P. D. D. G. M. J. HARRIS FosTER acted as Grand Mar
shal. Refreshments were served in the hall and the evening passed socially 
with singing and selections by McCabe's orchestra. This lodge has fully 
recovered from the effects of their fire and are doing more work than for 
several years. The offi.cers are of the younger class of masons, and by their 
efficiency and enthusiasm are sustaining well the high reputation of Har
wood Lodge. 

February 3d, I visited Tuscan Lodge, No. 106, of Addison Point, by in
vitation of W. M. M. L. CLEAVES, to inspect work in the third degree. The 
attendance was large, and the work was done in their usual prompt and 
correct manner. Tuscan continues to add to her numbers, and the funds 
in her treasury, for I saw a new safe in the hall. Their veteran Secretary, 
Bro. TRACY, is still at his post, and the records are models of accuracy. 

February 6th, I installed the officers of Warren Lodge, No. 2, East Ma
chias. Bro. C. HoLLIS WHITE acted as Grand Marshal, and a male quartet 
added much to the ceremony. The ladies were the guests of the evening, 
and later the tables were spread in the ball, and the stewards saw that they 
were properly furnished and each lady snitably provided for. East Machias 
has long been famous as the home of Masonry and of music, and until a 
late hour we practiced the social virtues, and enjoyed music of a high order 
in quartet and solo singing, character songs, violin, guitar and banjo selec
tions. 

February 7th, I visited Lookout Lodge, No. 131, of Cutler, accompanied 
by ten of the brethren of Warren Lodge, and publicly installed the officers. 
W. M. FRANCIS L. TALBOT, of Warren Lodge, acted as Grand Marshal, and 
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P.M. Srr.As TuRNER, of Lookout Lodge, as Grand Chaplain. Refreshments 
were served in the hall. Lookout Lodge now owns a fine new building, with 
ball and convenient aute-rooms above, anrl a ball for general puposes below. 
The brethren deserve the praise of all masons for the courage and ability 
they have displayed. 

February 9th, I installed the officers of Jonesport Lodge, No. 188, assisted 
by Bro. J. A. CnOCKEn, of Howard Lodge, Winterport, as Grand Marshal. 
Music was furnished by an orchestra. Ladies and friencts were present, 
and two hundred sat down to refreshments. The new hall is large and well 
planned for the uses of Masonry. More work is being done here tlum in 
any other lodge in the district. The most of the new names will have to 
appear in next year's report, as they did not fairly begin until after the 
Grand Lecturer's convention at Ellsworth, from which they received quite 
an inspiration. A very flourishing lollge of the Eastern Star meet in this 
ball and have presented to Jonesport Lodge a fine piano. 

February lOth, I installed the officers of Tuscan Lodge, No. 106, of Addi
son Point. P. M. U. N. Cun-rrs assisted as Grand Marshal, and P.M. V. L. 
l'LUMMI!:H as Grand Chaplain. Their large ball was crowded, and after the 
ceremony we adjourned to the Westcogus Hall below, where a supper was 
served by one of the ladies' societiPs of the village. 

February 14th, I installed the officers of Pleiades Lodge, No. 173, of Mill
bridge, assisted by Bro. W AHREN L. PnA Y as Grand Marshal and Rev. Bro. 
H. A. HARDWAY as Grand Chaplain. Several brethren from Narraguagus 
Lodge were present, and P. M. F. I. CAMPBELL assisted as organist. He
freshments were served in the banquet hall, and social games, speeches and 
recitations by 13ro. B. W. BnowN followed. 

February 27th, I inspected work in the Master's degree in my home 
lodge. It was carefully and impressively done. 

March 1st, Narraguagus Lodge, No. 88, of Cherryfield, held a public 
installation of officers in connection with Dirigu R. A. Chapter. A supper 
was served by the lad ies of the Congregational Society in their chapel at 
6.30 P. M. We then adjourned to Un ion Hall, which had been properly dec
orated and furnished for the installations. P.M. E. K. WJLSON assisted me 
as Grand Marshal, and Rev. Bro. 1-L E. LoMBARD as Grand Chaplain. The 
cbap~er installation followed, conducted by R. E. P. G. S. H. R. TAYLOR, 
of Machias, assisted by P. H. P. SAMUEL N. CAMPBET,L as Grand Marsbal. 
The Apollo Male Quartet, of Bangor, sang the appropriate music of the 
ceremonies, and afterwards delighted the audience with a variety of beauti
ful selections. 

March 12th, I inspecterl work in Pleiades Lodge, No. 173, of Millbridge, 
by invitation of W. M. J. A. WALLING. Bro. WALLING's excellent record 
as Deputy in this district is a guarantee that the work was well done. 
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March 15th, by invitation of Harwood Lodge, No. !Jl, of Machias, I held 
a masonic convention in thei r beautiful ball. Gen'l Manager Dowst again 
granted us "one fare," and about one hundred brethren, representing all 
the other lodges in the district, made, with the brethren of Harwood, a large 
and enthusiastic gathering. I called the convention to order and duly 
opened it in the Master Mason's degree at 2 P. ~r. The E. A. degree was 
exemplified by Warren Lodge, No. 2, FRANK L. TALBOT, W. M. The 
F. C. degree was exemplified by Lookout Lodge, No. 131, FoREST S. 
8TEVENS, W. M. At 8 P ~r. the M. M. degree was exemplified by Narragua
gus Lodge, No. 88, P. B. GuPTILL, W. ~1. In order that the work might 
be carefully followed and noticed, I appointed Committees on Criticism 
from the Masters of the several lodges of the district for the E. A. and 
F . C. degrees, and P. D. D. G. M. 's WALTER F. BRADISH, of the Second Dis
trict; NEHEMIAH GUPTILL and LINCOLN 1-i . LEIGHTON Of this district, for the 
M. M. degree. These committees reported at the close of each degree, 
when the errors, omissions or d ifferences were discussed and finally passed 
on by me. The work was done correctly and in a very impressive manner 
by all of the lodges, especially by Lookont Lodge, of Cutler. The lodges 
have met so often in district conventions that there is a substantial agree
ment in the floor work as well as in the ritual. The presence of Bro. 
WALTER :F. BRADISH, of the Second District, was especially fortunate, as the 
work of the two districts was compared and harmony in both promoted. I 
was ably seconded and supported by P. G. M. l-IENR\' R TAYLOR, who does 
not allow his interest in anything masonic to wane, and still keeps bright by 
constant use, ,the cri tical knowledge of the mysteries of Masonry which dis
tinguished him as the head of our Grand Body. 

We regretted the absence, through continued illness, of W. U. WILI.TS H. 
ALLEN, of Harwood, who had been enthusiastic in promoting the conven 
tion. But the brethren, led by S. W. LoRING 13. WILD ER, did a ll that 
brotherly love could suggest, and to all our thanks are gratefully extended . 
I trust that the masonic convention of the Third District has come to stay. 
Its benefits are obvious, and the W. C. R. R. allows the brethren to attend 
with little expense or loss of time. It has affo rded me an opportun ity to in .. 
spect work which I would not otherwise have had, since all of the lodges had 
planned for public installations, which have a recognized value in Masonry. 

I have found all the lodges working in harmony as men and as masons, 
and in an agreement with the ritual and masonic usages and customs highly 
commendable. They are generally prosperous, although in some cases labor
ing under debts which are not burdensome. The Treasurers and Secre
taries are men of experience in their stations, and the retums and records 
show their ability and accuracy. 

I thank you, Most Worshipful, for the opportunities I have enjoyed dur-

-----
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bf!g the past year of meeting so many of the brethren and of joining with 
st 1tlem in promoting the good of our order. 
'y 1 Fraternally submitted, 
e DAVID W. CAMPBELL, D. D. G. M. 3d M. D. 

FOURTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. WIN~'IELD S. CHOATE, 
Grana Master of the Grand Lodge of Maine. 

I have the honor to submit my first annual report as District Deputy 
Grand Master of the Fourth District. 

I have visited officially every lodge in the district once during the past 
year, with the exception of my home lodge, Eggernoggin Lodge, No. 128, 
which I thought was 110t necessary, as I have attended nearly every meeting 
and witnessed work ir: all three degrees, which was very well performed. 
Records are in the hands of Bro. BRIDGES anrl are kept in an exceedingly 
fine manner. Dues quite well collected. 

November 27th , I visited Ira Berry Lodge, No. 187, Bluehill. This was 
a special meeting called by my request, with quite a large number present. 
Work was exemplified in the Entered Apprentice degree in a very able 
manner. The records are in the hands of Bro. F. A. DA vrs, and are neatly 
and correctly kept. The dues are well collected. Although they have had 
10 work since Fel.Jruary, 1899, there is a good degree of interest. After the 
lodge was closed the W. M. invited all present to partake of refreshments 
and a very enjoyable even ing was spent . 

. January 15th, by invitation, I again visited this lodge and installed the 
officers, assisted by P. M. J. C. Hoop~; R, of Eggemoggin Lodge, as Grand 
Marshal. I think that Ira Berry Lodge have made a wise selection in the 
choice of their W. M. and other officers. After installation, refresh
ments were servecl. and a social time enjoyed with the brethren. 

December 9th, I visite•l Reliance Lodge, No. 195, at Stonington. Wit
nessed work in the Entered Apprentice degree, which was performed in a 
very able and proficient manner. The records are in the banns of Bro. 
STINSON, are very neatly and correctly kept, and show a good attendance. 
This lodge is in a flourishing cond ition financially, as they are having quite 
a lot of work, but they are somewhat slack in collecting dues, to which I 
called their attention. Refreshments were much enjoyed after the lodge 
was closed. 

December 19th, I made my official visit to Marine Lodge, No. 122, Deer 
Isle. This was a very stormy night, but a large number were present. 

• 
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Witnessed work in the Master Mason's degree. This is a very fine worl~

ing lodge. The officers are all young masons and they take a great intere·· · 
in the work and have thoroughly memorized the ritual. They have late st 
upholstered their ball and made other improvements, making it one of t1 \j 

\e 
finest masonic homes in the country. Bro. JorcE keeps the books in a ve 

r'.{ 
fine manner. The dues are remarkably well collected, every member havi1 ; 

\\!, 
paid his dues, which I think is a pretty good record. After the lodge clos£ 

1
a 

we were invited to partake of a very fine supper and a most enjoyable ever 
ing was passed. 

January 30th, by invitation, I again visited this lorlge and witnessed wor 1 

in the Fellow Craft degree, which was performed in a very pleasing manner 
after which I' installed the officers, assisted by P. M. JovcE as Grand Mar 
shal and Bro. CHAPIN as Grand Chaplain. After installation, interestinl• 
remarks were made by the brethren and a fine collation was served . 

December 27th, I made my official visit to Rising Star Lodge, No. 177, 
Penobscot, and at their request I installed the officers, assisted by P. M. 
BENJ. CusiBlAN as Grand Marshal. I bad previously visited this lodge and 
witnessed work in the Master Mason's degree, which was very ably done. 
The recorrls are in the bands of Bro. CusHMAN, and are well kept. Dues 
are well collected. After installation, refreshments were served and a social 
time was spent. 

January 4th, I visited Hancock Lodge, No. 4, Cast ine. Witnessed work 
on the ~aster Mason's degree, which was very satisfactorily done. This is 
the home of P. D. D. G. Masters WHEELER, SHEPHERD and DAVIES, who 
were all preseut at this meeting. I wish to compl iment this lodge and its 
Secretary on the manner in which they collect their dues. At the time of 
my visit, out of the seventy-nine members there were only five who had not 
paid their dues. After the working of the degree 1 installed the officers 
elect, assisted by P. M. JoHN F. REA as Grand Marshal. After installation 
we repaired to the Castine Honse, wh!'re refreshments were served. 

January 13th, by request of my own lodge, I installed their officers, assisted 
by 1'. M. J. H. Hoor•En as Grand Marshal, and P. M. F. G. HIGGINS as 
Grand Chaplain. This was for masons and their families and there were 
about one hundred and fifty present. Interesting remarks were made by 
the brethren and ladies, after which we repaired to the banquet room, where 
a {ine collation was served to all present, and a most enjoyable evening was 
passed. 

January 23d, I attended a convention for instruction at Ellsworth, called 
by M. W. FRANK E. SLEEPER, Grand Lecturer. This was a very instruc
tive session and I received much benefit from the meeting. Large number 
present. Lodges represented from Fourth District, Hancock, No. 4, Cas
tine, W. Master, Senior Warden and Junior Warden; Ira Berry, No. 187, 

·\t 
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Blue Hill, W. Master, Senior WarJen and Senior Steward; Marine, No. 
122, Deer Isle, member; Rising Star, No. 177, Penobscot, W. Master and 
member; Eggemoggin, No. 128, Sedgwick, Senior Warden, Treasurer, 
Marshal and three members. I wish a large number from this district 
could have been present, but owing to the great distance and bad traveling 
there were not as many there as would otherwise have been. 

February 7th, I visited Naskeag Lodge, No. 171, at Brooklin. This was 
a stated meeting. Quite a large number present. Work was exemplified 
in the Entered Apprentice degree and was well performed. The records 
are kept in a very neat and precise manner. They are somewhat behind on 
dues, but this matter was brought up and I think the fault will be remedied. 
They have bad no work for over four years, but they expect to have some 
soon, and that will encourage them. After lodge, refreshments were served, 
to which we all did justicE-. 

In conclusion, allow me, Most Worshipful, to thank you for the honor 
conferred upon me by my appointment, and to express my appreciation to 
the officers and brethren of the several lodges for the uniform kindness and 
courtesy which they have shown me while making my official visits. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 
THEO. A. SMITH, D. D . G. M. 4th M. D. 

Sedgwick, March 20, 1900. 

FIFTH DISTRICT. 

ToM. W. WINt' I,;I,o S. CnoATE, 

Gmnd Master of the Grand Lodge of Ma·ine. 

I herew ith respectfully submit my annual report as D. D. G. ·M. of the 
Fifth Masonic District. 

August 21st, I made my first official visit with Doric Lodge of Monson. 
Although the weather was warm and sultry, there was nevertheless a good 
sized attendance at the meeting. Work was presented in theM. M. tlegree 
in a most impressive manner, two candidates being raised. This lodge well 
merits its reputation of doing good work. Brother HAYNES' thorough fit
ness for the duties of Secretary is manifested by the excellent appearance 
of the records. 1 find this lodge in a good condition financially and with 

• bright prospects for a lot of work during the rest of the year. The meet
ing was followed by a banquet. 

September 1st., I went to Milo by appointment, to be present at a special 
meeting of Piscataquis Lodge, for work in the M. M. degree, but owing to 
some oversight I was not notified of the cancellation of the meeting, hence 
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I was disappointed in not being able to meet tbe brethren and witness the 

lodge work. 
October 20th, I again visited Piscataqllis Lodge, and pllblicly installed 

the officers, assisted by Past Master A. E . LEONARD acting as Grand Marshal. 
At. the close of the installation services we were delightflllly entertained 
with songs and recitations, also by selections from a graphophone. Past 
D. D. G. M. HAMLIN was present and added interest to the occasion by ap
propriate remarks. An oyster supper followed. 

November 6th, made a second visit to Doric Lodge, at Monson, and wit
nessed work in the third degree, two candidates being raised to the sublime 
degree of Master Mason. Visitors from several of the neighboring lodges were 

expected to be present, but owing to weather conditions but few responded 
to their invitations. The meeting, however, was fllll of interest to those who 
were there, and at its close all partook of one of Doric's famous suppers. 
The spirit of unity which pervades the members of this lodge makes it par
ticlllarly strong and progressive. 

November 13th, visited officially Pleasant River Lodge, lLt Brownville, it 
being their annual meeting. Election of officers was the first business, after 
which work in the degree of Master Mason was presented. It was smoothly 
and promptly done and must have very favorably impressed the candidate. 
A pleasing feature of the meeting was the excellent examination whicil the 
candidate pasRed in the preceding degrees. A delegation from Composite 
Lodge was present and all agreed that a profitable meeting had been 
passed. At intermission an excellent banqnet was served in a near by hall 
by the ladies. I think the financial condition of this lodge warrants better 
furnish ings for its home. Tile records, which have been neatly kept by Bro. 
C•usE, show dues fail'iy well paid up and progress made during the year. 

December llth, made a second vis it to Pleasant River Lodge and privately 
installed the officers, assisted by Past D. D. G. M. E. M. JoHNSTON acting 
as Grand Marshal. The night being a stormy one, but few were present. 
Following the installation serv!ces light refreshments were served, and 
cigars smoked, which were sent as a token of remembrance from :\fanila, by 
a member of this lodge now serving as a volunteer in the U. S. Army. 

December 15th, by invitation of W. M. WonTH, I made an offic ial visit to 
Olive Branch Lodge, at Charleston, and witnessed work in M. M. degree. 
It being an annual meeting election of officers occurred, and report of Treas
urer was read, whirh showed this lodge to be in a healthy condit ion finan
cially. Work was then presented in theM. M. degree in a most thorough 
manner, the candidate first passing in open lodge a very creditable exam
ination in the preceding degrees. A strong characteristic of the officers of 
Olive Branch Lodge is to get very near to the wording of the ritual in their 

work. I enjoyed a hearty welcome and a very pleasant meeting. Past 
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D. D. G. M. T. J. PBAKS was present, and added very materially to the 
interest of the occasion by general remarks and in discussing the details of 
the work. The records, which have for 'so many years been kept by Bro. 
SM n·u, show the same degree of neatness as of yore. 

January 4th, publicly installed t11e officers of Mosaic Lodge. A good 
number of invited friends were present and a pleasing entertainment was 
intersper~ed with the installation service. In this work I was assisted by 
Past D. D. G. M. E . A. THOMPSON as Gmnd Marshal. 

Januat'y 8th, publicly installed the officers of Doric Lodge, at Monson, 
Past D, D. G. M. A. F . JACKSON acting as Grand Marshal. The service 
was preceded by an installation of the officers of Euclid Chapter, 0. E. S. 
Instrumental music added pleasure to the services of the evening. Banquet 

followed. 
January 13th, I visited Mt. Kineo Lodge, at Guilford, and privately in

stalled the officers, assisted by Past D. D. G. M. J. T. RoBERTS as Grand 
Marshal. The annual reports were read at the meeting, showing this to be 
one of the strongest lodges in the district. A banquet followed. 

January 16th, attended lodge of instruction at Pittsfield, presided over by 
:F. E. SLEEPER, Grand Lecturer, and received a substantial benefit. An 
earlier session, however, would have been of great assistance to me when 
making official visits during the fall months. 

February lOth, visited Composite Lodge, at La Grange. Work in M. M. 
degree was performed most creditably. The officers are alert and well 
versed and thoroughly merit a good report. The records, which are so well 
looked after by Brother DYER, show two meritorious conditions of the lodge, 
in that it is free from debt and that th e brethren are using proper precau
tion when balloting on applications. A pleasant and social time was spent 
at the table of refreshm ent during intermission. 

February 12th, made an official visit to Penobscot Lodge, at Dexter. 
Found a very large number of brethren present, presirled over by a set of 
newly-elected ofticers, who nevertheless rendered the work of raising one 
candidate to the sublime degree of Master Mason, after the manner of ex
perienced hands. Records show that a special effort is being made to collect 
unpaid rlues. A number of applications were presented at the meeting, 
showing the lodge to be in a progressive condition. 

I have made LWO appointments with W. M. FoLSO M, of Columbia Lodge 
at Greenville, to be present at a stated meeting, but eacb. time circumstances 
have prevented my attending, which I most sincerely regret. A personal 
acquaintance with most of the members of th is lodge prompts me to say that 
progress is bound to follow Columbia Lodge. 

I have attended nearly all of the meetings of Mosaic Lodge, which is my 
home masonically, and can report most favorably on the quality and earnest-
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ness of its officers and all conditions of the lodge, with the t'xception of the 
debt which bas for so many years been a burden to us. I trust that the 
move which is now on foot to raise funds to meet the indebtedness may 
prove successful. 

In closing my report, I wish to say that during my term of effice as District 
Deputy I have rec·eived from all the lodges the most courteous treatment 
and hearty welcome, for which I am very grateful, and to you, Most Wor

shipful, I extend my sincere thanks for placing me in a position to enjoy so 
many pleasant occasions, 

Fraternally yonrs, 

ALLEN P. CLARK, D. D. G. M. 5th M. lJ. 

SIXTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. WINFIELD S. CnoATE, 
Grana. Master of the Grand Lorlge of Maine. 

I have the honor of submitting my second annual report as District Dep

uty Grand Master of the Sixth Masonic District for the past masonic year. 
October 13th, I publicly installed the officers of Star in the East Lodge, 

No. 60, at Old Town, assisted by Wor. Bro. V. E. TucKER as Grand Mar
shal. There was a large number present. The Apollo Quartet, of Ban
gor, furnished appropriate music during the ceremonies. A fine banquet 
was served, after which all returned to the lodge room, where a fine musical 
programme was presented by the quartet. I have been present at most of 
the meetings of this my home lodge during the year, and while we have not 
had the usual amount of work, Star in the East is in good contlition. The 
records are in good hands and the uues well collected. 

November 15lh, I made my official visit to Kenduskeag Lodge, No. 137, 
at Kenduskeag. I was accompanied by twenty-eight of the Bangor breth
ren; and there were present brethren from Hampden, Hermon, Charleston, 
Corinth and Carmel. Work was presented in theM. M. degree. There 
were two candidates. The work was done in a pleasing and impressive 
manner. Bro. HARVEY, the Master, is a good worker, and is well sup
ported by his officers. There has been a great improvement in the work of 
this lodge since my visit one year ago. Records are in good hands and 
dues well collected. At tile close of the lodge a fine banquet was served by 
the ladies. 

December 29th, made my official visit to Hising Virtue Lodge, No. 10, at 
Bangor. Witnessed work in the Master Mason's degree. The work was 
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very fine, all the officers performing their parts in a very impressive man
ner. The ritnal was very closely followed, and the floor work nicely done. 
Fine singing by the Apollo Quartet added very much to the enjoyment of the 
evening. There was a large number present. Records well kept and dues 
well collected. Banquet and speaking at close. 

December 26tll, I publicly installed the officers of Lynde Lodge, No. 174, 
at Hermon. I was assisted by Wor. Bro. FRED l'Au'lE as Grand Marshal. 
There was a large number of brothers and friends present. The officers of 
the Chapter of Eastern s·tar were also installed the same evening. The 
ceremonies were interesting to me and were very nicely performed. Fine 
singing added mnch to the enjoyment of the evening, and a bountiful colla
tion was served to which all did justice. As the hour was late I did not 
stop to the entertainment given by the members of tho lodge and chapter. 

December 27th, by invitation, I publicly installed the officers of Mystic 
Lodge, No. 65, at Hampden, assisted by Wor. Bro. W. W. EMERSON of 
that lodge as Grand Marshal. Fine singing was rendered by the Male 
Quartet, which added much to the beauty of the ceremon ies. After the in 
stallation we partook of a bountiful supper, and returning to the lodge room 
were entertained by the quartet, also with readings and recitations by a 

a number of young ladies. Lodge closed without ceremony, which conclud
ed a most enjoyable evening. 

December 29th, paid an official visit to Howard Lodge, No. 69, at Winter
port, and by invitation installed the officers, with the exception of the Senior 
Warden. I was assisted by Wor. Bro. A. J. CROCKEtt as Grand Marshal. 
Installation was private. I also took up somo parts of the work and lectures, 
after which we repaired to the banquet hall, where an oyster supper was 
served. Lodge in about the same condition as reported last year. The 
records are still in the hands of Bro. J. H. BAKER, and are nicely kept and 

the dues well collected. 
January 9, 1900, I installed the officers of Benevolent Lodge, No. 87, at 

Carmel, witb the assistance of Wor. Bro. GEORGE D. PJNKHA~l as Grand 
Marshal. The installation was public and the hall was filled with the breth
ren and friends. I also had the assistance of the Male Quartet of Carmel. 
After the installation a bountiful supper was served in town ball, when all re
turned to the lodge room and had the pleasure of listening to a nice enter
tainment by the quartet and local talent. The records are still in the hands 

of Bro. C. K. JoHNSON and are very nicely kept. 
January 16th, I attended the masonic convention held at Pittsfield by the 

Grand Lecturer and received much valuable information in masonic work. 
In my opinon these conventions are of great value to the craft; and should 
be attended by all brethren who can. 

January 26th, I officially visited St. Andrew's Lodge, No. 83, at Bangor. 
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This meeting was called at 4 P. M. Work was on the M. M. degree anrl wa~ 

very well rendered, careful attention being given to the floor work as well 

as to the ritual. The singing by the Apollo Quartet during this work was 

the finest I ever listened to. After the work a fine banquet was served, to 

which nearly two hundred masons did ample justice. Returning to the 

lodge room, I installed their officers, assisted by Wor. Bro. V. E. TucKER as 

Grand Marshal, and the Apollo Quartet. The records are still in the hands 

of Bro. FRED W. AoA~rs and are well written, in correct form, and show 

this lodge to be in the best 1inancial condition of any in the district, and 

that the dues are well collected. 

J anuary 27th, accompanied by Bro. L. W. GrLMAN, S. W. of St. An
drew's Lodge of Bangor, I made an official visit to Lynde Lodge, No. 174, 

at Hermon, and witnessed work in the Master Mason's degree. This was 

the first time the rresent officers had workeci this degree and the work was 

not quite up to the work of the lodges in this district that have been favored 
with more work, anci still was better than one would expect under the cir

cumstances. This lodge is in good fin><ncial condit ion; records in gooci form 

anci dues well collected. 

;ranuary 30th, by invitation, I installed the officers of Rising Virtue Lodge, 

No. 10, at Bangor. I was assisteci in the installation ceremonies by Wor. 

Bro. V. E. TucKER, of Star in the East Lodge, as Grand Marshal, and the 

Apollo Quartet. The installation was private, but there was a good attend

ance. Hefreshments and speaking at the close. 

January 31st, by invitation, I pnblicly installed tlle officers of Mechanics' 

Lodge, No. 66, at Orono, assisted by Wor. Bro. V. E. TuCKb:R as Grand 
Marshal and also by a fine choir. There was a large number of brethren 

and friends present. 

' On March 7th, I made my official visit to this lodge and witnessed work 

in the Master Mason's degree, which was rendered in a very able manner, 

the officers and members showing great interest in the work. There is a 

marked improvement in the work of this lodge. The records are still in 

the hands of Past D. D. G. M. DuRGIN, and are neatly and correctly kept; 

dnes well collected. After the close of the lodge a fine supper was served . 

March 22d was the date of my official visit to Mystic Lodge, No. 65, at 
Hampden, and I ~aw the E. A. degree exemplified. The officers were 

not all present, and as this was the first time the degree had been worke<i 
since installation, the work was not up to the standard of this district; but 

I am satisfied that with practice and work they will give a good account of 

themselves. The records are in correct form and dues well--collected. 
At my offic ial visits during the year I made such crit icisms as were neces

sary, and off erect such suggestions and recommendat.ions as seemed to me to 
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be for the best interests of the different lodges, all of which were kindly re

ceived. 

I have issued six Past Masters' diplomas during the year. 

My official duties have been very pleasant, a nd will long be remembererl 

by me. 
In closing my report I thank you, Most Worshipful, for the honor con

ferred, and tender my s incere regards to the brethren of this district for 

their kindness to me. 

Fraternally submitted, 

FRED C. BARTON, D. D. G. M. 6th M.D. 

SEVENTH DISTRICT. 

To .M. W. W!NFr ~>LD S. CHOATE, 

Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Maine. 

I have the honor to submit my first annual report as D. D. G. M. of the 

Seventh Masonic District. 

I luwe visited all the lorlges in the district except one, and am happy to 

report them in good cond ition, with officers, without exception, anxious to 

be correct in tlleir work and interested in the welfare of tlle fraternity. 

September 30th, by invitation, I publicly installed the officers of Liberty 
Lodge, No. 111, Liberty, assisted by P. M. 0. W. RIPJ.IiY as Grand Mar

shal, ar.d P. M. L. C. MoRSE as Grand Chaplain. There was quite a good 

attendance of breth ren and invited guests. The services were interspersed 
with appropriate music by a fine choir. After the installation there was 

some good masonic talk by several of the brethren, followed by a bountiful 

banquet. 
October 14th, by invitation, I publicly installed the officers of Quantaba

cook Lodge, No. 129, Searsmont, assisted by P. M. A. G. CASWELL as Grand 

Marahal, and Rev. Bro. G. M. BAJL~;r, of Rising Star Lodge, as Grand 

Chaplain. A quartet furnisberl good music during the ceremonies. After 

the installation refreshments were served. 

January 16th, I attended a convention for instruction, held at Pittsfield 
uuder the direction of our Grand Lecturer, M. W . FRANK E. SLiiJ>PJ>R, 

which was well attended. I found the instruction received there of great 

value to me in my official duties, as many of the questions asked me were 

thE\ same as those considered in the convention. 

February 8th, I visited Unity Lodge, No. 58, Thorndike. There being no 

work, the ritual was cliscussed and I imparted such instruction as I thought 
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neceRSary. The records are safe in the hands of Past D. D. G. M. A~onllnT 
W. WARD. This lodge is in good financial condition. 

February lOth, I vis ited Liberty Lorlge, No. 111, Liberty. Work was ex
emplified in the M. M. degree. The new officers performed their respective 
parts very well and very few corrections were called for . The records are 
well kept by Bro. A. P. CARGJLr., who is serving his twenty-eighth consecu
tive term as Secretary of this lodge. The dues are unusuall.v well collected, 
t.hP.refore it is unnecessary to state that the financial standing is good. At 
this visitation I had the pleasure of meeting R. W. GusTAvus H. CAnGILL, 

P. J. G. W., whose interest in the fraternity is unabating. 

March 3d, I visited Quantabacook Lodge, No. 129, Searsmont. Work 
was exemplified in theM. M. degree, which was very well done; better even 
than I was expecting to see, as the new officers had not done any work since 
their installation. This lodge being my masonic home, I know by being 
present at nearly e1·ery communication that the officers are efficient ail\! in
terested in the welfare of the lodge. The records are well kept and safe in 
the hands of Past D. D. G. M. LoutA C. Poon. 

March 13th, I visited Star in th e West Lodge, No. 85, Un ity. There be
ing no work, we spent some time in going over the ritual and in giving such 
instruction as I was able to. The records are well kept and the finances of 
the lodge are well looked after. 

March 14th, I visited Marsh River Lodge, No. 102, Brooks. There being 
no work, the evening was spent in going over portions of the ritual, making 
such corrections as were necessary, and giving such instruction as I was 
able. Records are well kept. 

March 15th, I visited Sehasticook Lodge, No. 146, Clinton. The brethren 
were unable to present any work, but from what I know of this lodge, I am 
confident it is able to do as good work now as it has in the past. Records 
are well kept and financial condition good. 

Circumstances that could not be avoided have prevented my visiting Cen
tral Lodge, No. 45, China. As I have good reports of this lodge I feel that 
the craft will have proper instruction. 

In .conclusion, I desire to thank the brethren of this district ~or the uniform 
kindness and courtesy with which they have received me, and you, Most 
Worshipful, for the honor conferred upon me by appointing me yonr repre
sentative in this district. 

Fraternally submitted, 

ADELBERT MILLETT, D. D. G. :M. 7th M. D. 
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EIGHTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. WINFIELD S. CnoATE, 
Grana Master of the Grana Loage of Maine. 

Herew;th I submit my annual report as District Deputy Grand Master of 
the Eighth Masonic District. 

I have personally visited five of the seven lodges in the district and find 
them well officered and working discreetly and harmoniously for the up
building of Masonry. This is also true of the two which I failed to visit. 

My labors have been materially lightened by the thorough work done by 
my predecessors in office, and every lodge shows evidence of the instruction 
that has been so freely bestowed. 

The Secretaries have been prompt iu forwarding their returns and dues, 
the papers showing care in preparation. 

The following is a detailed statement of my work among the lodges: 
December 2, 1899, visited Excelsior Lodge, Northport, and publicly in

stalled its officers, assisted by P. M. WILLIAM C. LIBBY as Grand Marshal. 
Banquet. 

January 17, 1900, I visited Pownal Lorlge, Stockton, and publicly in
stalled its officers by the aid of P . M. W. C. LIBBY as Grand Marshal. 

The installation was followed by a turkey supper, speech making, a 
musical entertainment and a general good time. This lodge since my visit 
has been doing good work, having made five or six members, aud is in a 
very prosperous condition. 

January 23d, Mariner's Lodge, Searsport, and Searsport Chapter, Sears
port, held in conjunction a double public installation. I was assisted in the 
service of the lodge ceremony by P. M. W. C. LIBBY, while Comp. C. 
E. M~~s ~'RVEY, of Rockland, installed the Chapter Officers. This was a 
very enjoyable occasion. A banquet followed, an intermingling of speech 
making, musical features, readings, &c., concluding the ceremonies of the 
evening. This lodge is in a thrifty conrlition, records well kept and a large 
degree of interest maintained. 

February 12th, visited and installed the officers of Phcenix Lodge, of Bel
fast, and on March 3d again met with them and witnessed work in the third 
degree. The officers manifested interest, but were not accurate in the ren
dering of the ritual. They however manifested a desire for rehearsal and 
instruction, which I will endeavor to give them the coming year. 

Februa1·y 23d, visited Timothy Chase Lodge, of Belfast, and installed 
its officers. This lodge has done no work the past year, but it has been 
one of the most prosperous lodges in our district and I trust will rally 
again in the near future. l'hoo nix Lodge is doing quite a lot of work and 
the field is not Ltrge enough to furnish material for both; hence when one 

6 G. L. 
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is making masons the other Ionge is usually inactive. It is in good condition 
finanmally, and we have a right to expect good returns later. 

January 18th, was invited to visit Island Lodge, Islesboro, but was unable 
to attend from circumstances that could not be controlled . I appointed 
P. D. D. G. M. OscAR HILLS to attend officially for me, and he did so, and 
installed its officers, assisted by P. D. D. G. M. R. A. PACKABD. l-Ie reports 
a most pleasant time, such as Isleboro alone can furnish. The records are 
kept in fine cond ition by the veteran Secretary, THOMAS R. WtLI.IAMS, witb 
a continuous record of our twenty years of faithful and active discharge of 
the many duties connected with the office. 

King David's Lodge, of Lincolnville, endeavored to have me visit the111 on 
two or three different occasions, both for installation and inspection of work, 
but owing to various causes I was unable to reach them. I learn that they 
are doing some work, that harmony prevails where discord once threatened, 
and the interest is well kept up. 

In conclusion, Most Worshipful, I wish to extenrl to you my sincere 
thanks for the honor conferred upon me by the appointment to a position so 
responsible, and through you to the several lodges comprising the 8th 
Masonic District for the courtesy with which, as your representative, I have 
been been received. 

Fratemally submitted, 
S. AUGUSTUS PARKER, D. D. G. M. 8th M.D. 

NINTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. WtNFI.,LD S. CHOA'rE, 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Maine. 

I have the honor to submit my report of the work performed by me in 
the Ninth Masonic District in conjunction with R. W. Bro. PETEI!SON, the 
regularly appointed Deputy for th is district. 

In order that the records may clearly show my connection with the office 
of District Deputy, I purpose at the outset of this report to insert your 
letter to me authorizing me to act. 

C. E. MESERVEY, EsQ,, 

OFFICE OF THE GRAND MASTER, 
AUGUSTA, February 9, 1900. 

Dea1· Sir and Brother.'-F. A. PETERSON, D. D. G. 1\L, writes me that you 
will assist him in his work in the Ninth District I wish you would do so and 
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this is to authorize you to act. I do not know just how the work stands at 
present, but hope with Bro. PET~>RSON y,ou will be able to see all the lodges. 

Very truly and fr!lternally, 
W. S. CHOATE, Grand. Master. 

November 7, 1899, Bro. PETERSON visited Rockland Lodge, No. 79, at 
Rockland, when work was presented in the E. A. degree. I was not pres
sent, but Bro. l'ET.ERSON assures me that the work was well rendered and 
the ritual closely followed. March 27, 1900, Bro. P.BTERSON again visited 
this lodge and I accompanied him. At this meeting, at the request of Bro. 
PETERSON, I examinen the books of the Secretary and found what any one 
who knows Bro. MATHER, the Secretary of Rockland Lodge, would expect, 
a set of books the monel of neatness and correctness. I. also found the 
clea11est ledger that I have examined in this district. The dues are unusu
ally well collected, th ere 'being a very small amount outstanding as shown 
by the ledger, an example which it would be well for other lodges in this 
district to follow. 

March 20th, i:; company with Bro. PETERSON, I visited Orient Lodge, No. 
15, at Thomaston. We were unfortunate in the selection of an evening, as 
several of the officers were absent on account of sickness, and the candinate 
was absent for the same cause. Under these circumstances, it was not 
deemed advisable to attempt any exemplification of the work, so the lodge 
was not even opened. I availed myself .of this opportunity to examine the 
books of the Secretary. The records were very neatly and properly kept, 
being full and complete. The ledger showed a large amount of dues uncol
lected, brethren, who it was admitted were abundantly able to pay, several 
years in arrears. The lodge appears to be in a flourishing condition and in 

good hands. 
March 2!'ld, Bro. PETERSON visited Amity Lodge, No. 6, at Camden. I 

was not ab le to accompany him, being detained by other engagements. 
The work presenter! was in the F. C. degree, and Bro. PETERSON reports 
that it was well ann impressively rendered. In short, Bro. PETERSON says 
that" Amity is all right." From my knowledge of the usual character of 
the work and acquaintance with the brethren of Amity Lodge, I have no 
doubt of the correctness of Bro. PFTERSON's statement. 

March 24th, I accompanied Bro. P!lTERSON on a visit to Knox Lodge, No. 
189, at South Thomaston. There was no regular work, so the E. A. degree 
was exemplified, and it was clearly demonstrated that under the guidance 
of Worshipful Master SELLERS, who has held the position before, the breth
ren would be all right to perform good work whenever any was offered. I 
am informed that they have since conferred the E. A. and F. C. degrees. 
I examined the books of the Secretary. 1 found the records well kept. 
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The ledger plainly indicated that the financial part of the lodge, so far as the 
collection of dues is concerned, \j'aS somewhat neglected . This is one of 
the youngest lOtlges in the district. They own their lodge building, anrl 
have nearly completed paying for it. They occupy the whole building, so 
of course they derive no revenue from it.. 

March 26th, I visited St. George Lodge, No. 16, at Warren. There was a 
large attendance and the M. M. degree was conferred on one candidate in a 
most satisfactory manner. The ritual was closely followed and very impress
ively rendered. This lodge owns the building which they occupy and have 
it all paid for, as.well as another small building adjoining it. I exam ined the 
books and found the records in good condition and the dues well collected. 
The lodge is in a flourishing condition, and the officers full of enthusiasm. 
At this meeting I had the pleasure of meeting that veteran mason, Bro. A. 
M. WKTHERBEE, Past Senior Grand Warden. 

April 9th, found me with St. raul's Lodge, No. 82, at Rockport. On my 
arrival I found that it was not generally known that. I was expected to be 
preseut, although I had previonsly notified the Master of my intnntion to 
visit the lodge at this meeting. Several applications were accepted at this 
meeting and more were presented, showi ng a marked revival of interest in 
Masonry in the village of Rockport. The E. A . degree was conferred on 
one candidate, and although most of the officers were new to their present 
positions, the work was very well performed. The second and third sec 
tions of the lecture connected with this' degree were given in full and very 
correctly. The records were all right. I was assured by the Secretary that 
the ledger was all right and that the dues were well collected. The Secre
tary not knowing of my intended visit, did not have the ledger with him. 

April 12th, I met with Union Lodge, No. 31, at Union. The weather was 
threatening, the traveling anything but inviting, some of the brethren in
disposed and the candidate unable for some cause UJ be present. These 
causes having their usual effect., the attendance was very light and no 
attempt was made to exemplify the work, though the Master volunteered to 
do so. Knowing the reputation of this lodge for good work, and having been 
assured by Bro. PETERSON, who visited it last year, that they were in close 
accord with the ritual, I did not think it necessary to require any exempli
ficat ion of the work. I examined the books and found the records correctly 
kept, full and complete. The records and the ledger showed that the lodge 
had taken action in the matter of collection of dues, and while there is still 
quite an amount outstanding, good results had been accomplished during 
the last few months. 

These are all the lodges which I have been able to visit officially since 
being called upon Lo assist Bro. PKTERSON in his work. I am, however, able 
to make some report as to the condition of the remaining lodges in this dis
trict. 
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Aurora Lodge, No. 50, at Rockland, is my masonic home and I have at
tended nearly all of the meetings during the past year. Until recently Au
rora Lodge has not been doing any work. There is nuw quite an amount 
of work on hand, the officers are showing considerable enthusiasm, the 
interest among the members is increasing, and the outlook for a prosperous 
year is most encouraging. The records still remain in the hands of Bro. 
ROBINSON, who has held the office of Secretary many years, and who is 
thoroughly familiar with the duties of the office. 

In corre~ponding with Bro. JAMI!:S M. s~uTH, I find that Eureka Lodge, 
No. 84, at St. George, has not done much work during the past year, although 
the interest in masonic work has been well maintained. A few years ago 
this lodge built a masonic hall which they now own. At that time the 
yearly dues were advanced quite materially, and for this reason the ledger 
shows quite an amount of dues outstanding. The indebtedness caused by 
the building of the hall has been reduced, ~o that the lodge at its last annual 
meeting voted to reduce the dues one-half, believing that this would enable 
them to meet their obligations and at the same time relieve the members. 

I have person~lly talked with the Master of Moses Webster Lodge, No. 
145, at Vinalhaven, as to the condition of the craft on this beautiful island. 
I ascertained that they had been doing some work and had finished up 
what they had just before receiving notice from me that I was assisting Bro. 
]>ETER!'ON. I was satisfied that no special benefit would result from a 
visit by me at a meeting where there there was no work, so did not attempt 
to arrange for one. 

Mount Oli vet Lodge, No. 203, at Washington, is the youngest lodge in this 
district, and one of the youngest, if not the youngest, in the state. I was 
quite anxious to visit Mount Olivet, but was unable to arrange a time when 
it was convenient for me and for the officers and members of this lodge. I 
requested the :vraster to call a special meeting for my convenience, but 
ascertaining that the date which I selected was an inconvenient one for them 
I withdrew the request. That left me no opportunity to visit them before 
making this report, which is already overdue. From talking with several 
of the members, none of whom happened to be officers, I am pretty well 
assured that the lodge is all right, and that the Grand Lodge of Maine made 
no mistake in granting a charter to this lodge. 

In closing this account of my stewardship, I wish to express to you my 
sincere appreciation of your kindness in extending the time in which to 
make this report. I was able to settle with the Grand Treasurer as required, 
but nearly all of the work of inspecting which I have been able to do has 
been done during the extension of time you so kindly granted me. 

Yours _fraternally, 
C. E. MESERVEY, Acting D. D. G. M. 9th M. D. 

Rockland, April14, 1900. 
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TENTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. WrNFIELD S. CHOATE, 
Gmnd JJfaster of the Grand Lod.ye of ]Jfaine. 

I have the honor to submit my first report as D. D. G. M. of the Tenth 
Masonic District. 

On January 9th, I attended the convention for instml!tion held in Bidde
ford; it was a very instructive meeting. I was accompanied on that occa
sion by P. D. D. G. M. W. T. MARR, S. W. W. H. HoDGDON, J. W. M. A. 
PERKINS, Treasurer C. E. KENl>RICK, also by Bro. F. C. BLAKE, all of Sea 
Side Lodge. 

I have endeavored to communicate all instructions received at that time 
to the several lodges in my distrfct and I think all have profited by it. 

My first official visit was to Dresden Lodge, No. I Oil, on January 19th, 
and witnessed work on the F. C. degree, with which no fault could be 
found; it was a very pleasant occasion and one that all seemed to enjoy very 
muc!J; the records are neatly kept and dues fairly well collected. At the 
close, refreshments .were served, which were very much enjoyed. 

On February 24th, I visited Sea Side Lodge, No. 144, officially. This is 
my home lodge. I witnessed work in the M. M. degree, with which but 
little fault could be found. The officers were nearly all new to the offices 
they filled, but fo r all that the work went as smoothly as thou[ih thPy had 
fi lled them for the past year. I account for it in part by the fact that the 
officers are all interested, and part of them attended the meeting of the 
Grand Lecturer and are trying to keep up with the regulation work. They 
returned the largest number of initiates, viz: fourteen, and they well de
serve their success. The records are still in the hands of Bro. HENRY S. 
PERinNs, who is in earnest that the rluties of Secretary shall be as promptly 
done as those of the working officers. The recorrls are in good condition 
and neatly kept and the dues well collected. 

December 29, 1899, by special request of Sea Side Lodge, J publicly in
stalled the officers with the assistance of Past D. D. G. M. W. T . MAnn as 
Grand Marshal, and although the night was stormy there was a large number 
present. Fine singing was rendererl by the Christian Endeavor choir, which 
added much to the beauty of the ceremonies. Some interesLing remarks 
were made by Rev. Bro. McCoRMICK, Bros. McCCB B, KENDRICK and 
others; the lodge closed, and all repaired to the banquet hall, where a boun
tiful supper was enjoyed, -after which all returned to the masonic hall and 
enjoyed a social time. This was considered one of the most pleasant occa
sions of the season. 

]february 9th, by special invitation of W. M. GEO. L. WELT, of King 
Solomon's Lodge, No. 61, I attended a special communication and wit-
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nessed work on the M. M. degree, which was well and correctly done, it 
being the best I have seen during the year, and is a great credit to the offi
cers and membeJ'S of King Solomon's Lodge. The Sen ior Deacon being 
absent on special business, his place was ably filled by P. D. D. G. M. MIL

J.J; n, who contributed to the work his well known skill in all that pertains 
to the lodge room. At the close of the work I installed the officers, assisted 

lly 1'. D. D. G. M. M ll.J.J::H as Grand Marshal. The records are well kept 
and dues fairly well collected. After the lodge was closed, we were invited 
to G. A. R. Hall, where the ladies had provided a fine supper, which was 
very much enjoyed by all. As our P. D. D. G. M. l\{Ann stated to yotllast 

season, I do not approve of the lodge room . I think that arrangements could 
be easily made to obtain the secrets of the Order, and should especially rec
ommend that the Grand Lodge take action in this matter. 

February 24th, I made my official visit to Anchor Lodge, No. 15!!, at 
South Bristol, and witnessed work. on the M. M. degree, which was done in 
a very creditable manner, a goodly number being present; there was also a 

large delegation from Bay View Lodge present, and although this lodge has 
little work, yet they arc masters of t.he situation and honest workers. The 
W. M., Bro. E. P. GAl! AGE·, presides over the lodge work with dignity, and 
is well supported by h is subordinates and brethren. The records are in the 
honest hands of Bro. W. H. Me FA It !.AND and are well kept. Refreshments 

followed the work. 
March 27th, I officially visited Bristol Lodge, No. 74, of Bristol Mills. The 

attendance was not as large as was desired. W. Bro. ALBE!l1' H. HuNTER was 
in the chair. There bein'g no candidate, work was exemplified on theM. M. 
degree in a very creditable manner. This lodge owns its hall, which is well 
located; tbe dues are all well collected and the records are in excellent hands; 
the officers and members are much interested in the welfare of the lodge. 
J was accompanied by P. M. 0 . S. YATJ;s, this formerly being his home 
lodge. He was very cordially received by his brethren of Bristol Lodge. 

,January 7th, by special invitation, I installer! the officers of Riverside 

Lodge, No. 135, with the assistance of P. D. D. G. M. W. '1'. MAJHt as 
Grand M:ushal. This installation was public and a goodly number were 
present. There was, by special request, some fine muRic, which added very 
much to the beauty of the ceremonies. Very interesting remarks were made 
by the brethren, after which there was a fine supper served in the hall 
below. They made this a very pleasant occasion for the D. D. G. M. I 
have not had the pleasure of witnessing work done by this lodge, but I am 
convinced they can do good work when occasion requires. The records, in 

the hands of Bro. J. J. BoNo, are well kept and the finances are carefully 
looked after. 

March 28th, officially visited Alna Lodge, No. 43, of Damariscotta. 
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Work was in M. M. degree, which was performed in a creditable and im
pressive manner. The officers of this lodge are much interested in the work 
and are trying to strictly conform to the ritual. The records, in the hands 
of Bro. E. E. PHILBROOK, are well kept, and dnes being carefully looked 

after. 
March 30th, officially visited Lincoln Lodge, No. 3, of Wiscasset. They 

exemplilied work in the M. M. degree. Some of the officers lacked the con
fidence which they will have with more experience. The records, in .the 
hands of Bro. W. D. PATTERSON, are correctly kept and are a credit to 

Lincoln Lodge; dues fairly well collected. 

J . R. McDouGALL, D. D. G. M. lOth Masonic District: 

By your appoin tment, I visited Bay View Lodge. It is in very good con
dition and I think is maintaining its standard of work, which you know has 
alway been good. The records are still in the hands of Bro. V. K. MoN'r
GOMERY, and are very neatly kept. The lodge the past winter has made 
quite extensive repairs to their hall, having put up a steel ceiling with many 
improvements. I think they have as nice a hall as there is in the Tenth 
District; the work is all paid for, and they have quite a snm in the treasury. 

Yours fraternally, 
W. IRnNG ADAM S. 

In conclusion, I will say that I have visited every lodge but one in the 
Tenth District and find them in good cond ition and doing a fair amount of 
work. I have given such instructions as I thought for the good of the craft. 

I have been kindly received by the officers and brethren of the different 
lodges, for which I wish to express heartfelt thanks, and to assure them that 
the remembrance of the past masonic year will always be a pleasure and a 
gratification to me. 

I also desire, Most Worshipful, to thank you for the honor conferred by 
my appointment. 

Fraternally submitted, 

JOHN R. McDOUGALL, D. D. G. M. 10th M. D. 
Boothbay Harbor, April 12, 1900. 

ELEVENTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. WINFIELD S. CHOATE, 

Grand Master of the Grand. L odge of Maine. 

I have the honor to submit herewith a report of my official acts for the 
masonic year ending May 1, 1900, in the high and honorable office to which 
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you so kindly saw fit to appoint me, viz: District Deputy Grand Master of 

the Eleventh District of Maine, and in making this report, I am continually 
reminded of the responsibility of the position, and assure you I have en. 

deavored to carry out all the duties devolving upon me as best lay in my 

power and for the greatest good of our beloved fraternity. 

My first offic ial visit was made June 20, 1899, to Hermon Lodge No. 33, 

of Gardiner, Worshipful Master WILLIAM L. PowERS, at which meeting 

the tlegree of M. M. was the work in hanrl. Owing to a heavy thunder 

shower at 6.30 r. M. , I was delayed about an hour in reaching the meeting 

and was deprived of the pleasure of hearing the examination of the candi

date, as to his proficiency in preceding degrees, which part of the work I 
am very desirous of having done in each and every case. During the prep

aration of the candidate for work I had the pleasure of examining the books 

of the lodge in the hands of Worshipful Brother JAMES l\f. LARRAB~>:E, 

Secretary, than whom no more efficient or painstaking officer can be found. 

On account of a disastrous fire which destroyerl many valuable masonic 

records of Hermon Lodge, it has been necessary to make an entirely new 

set of books, and a more conveniently ruled and itemized membership and 

cash account book it will be hard to find. The conferring of the degree was 

admirably done, with excellent floor work and very close adherence to the 

ritual, the lecture being given with the a id of stereopticon and new screen, 

which is most attractive and impressive to candidate. Hermon Lodge, in 

the hands of its present officers, cannot fail to hold its high position already 

gainen among the active lodges of the Eleventh District. R.efreshments 

were served at time of calling from labor to refreshment, and I was pleased 

to note by the large number who remained for the finish of the work that 

the supper was not the principal attraction. 

Tuesday evening, August 15th, J, in company with ·w. Bro. THOMAS !f. 

BonaE, W. M. of Bethlehem Lodge, visited Morning Star Lodge, No. 41, 

at Litchfield Corner, and to say that it was an enjoyable occasion puts it 

but mildly. We arrived before the opening, which was given in due form 

and very correctly. After the business of the stated communication, work 

was suspended in theM. M. degree, and a lodge of F. C. opened, and one 

brother was creditably passed to the negree of a F . C., after which work 

was resumed in the M. M. degree, and the same brother was duly raised to 
this snblime degree. This is the borne lodge of R.. W. Bro. H. R.. STARBIRD, 

Past D. D. G. M. , and it was very pleasing to meet him again and see the 

lively interest in the welfare of the lodge taken by him, as well as several 

other Past Masters. Good music, which is always a great assistance to the 
work, was given by W. Bro. GILBERT, at present the efficient Secretary, 

whose books were found to reflect great credit for their attention to detail, 

and furnish abundant proof to all that the continued re-election of this 
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brother to this responsible position is certainly putting the right man in the 

right place. Within the past year the lodge has erecteu a good stable for 
housing the members' horses during the meetings, which will certainly attract 
many who woulrl not go and leave their teams expo~ed to all kinds of 
weather, for "a merciful man is merciful to his beast." After a bountiful 
home prepared supper, we passed a time in social intercourse, and left for 
home with a very warm place in our hearts for the W . M. anrl brothers of 
Moming Star Lodge, No. 41. 

September 22d, it was my good fortune and great pleasure to be invited to 
install the officers elect of Morning Star Lodge, at Litchfield Corner, on Sep

tember 27th. I accepted same, and in company with M. W. Bro. W. S. 
CHOATE, Brothers STANLEY K. HAWKINS and L. L . CoOP!;R, we made a de

lightful trip to the home of the above named lodge, anrl with the assistance 
of Bro. W. CnAPEN L\'NDSTON as Grand Marshal , I performed the ceremony of 
installation, which was interspersed with very choice music by Mr. L. SMITH, 
of Auburn, accompanied on the organ by his young son. After due proc
lamation and the charges, we were all very highly entertainP.d by readings 
and quaint sayings by Mr. DENNETT, also of Auburn. These threP. gentle
men add greatly to the good time a\ ways enjoyed at a masonic installation, 
both socially and as an intellectual treat. Later in the evening, I assure you, 

all enjoyed a bountiful repast which was carefully served by the newly in
stalled officers, except the W . Master. 

On Saturday, October 7th, in company with yourself and Brothers BLAN
CHARD and HAWKINS, I went to Monmouth by invitation to install the offi 
cers for the en~uing year. To say we had a delightful trip is putting it 
mildly. We found the largest number of people gathered whicl! Monmouth 
Lodge had ever entertained, showing a li vely interest in our noble fraternity. 
After the installation ceremonies, a fine entertainment was given by local 

talent, f.ollowed by a splendid banquet, after which numerous toasts were 
responded to by the brothers present. I was ably assisted in the work of 
installation by that tried and true brother, R. w. n. P. BOYNTON as Grand 

Marshal, and Bro. JoHN MciLROY, of Monmouth, as Grand Chaplain. 

Wednesday evening, Dece!llber 6th, I was pleased to be present and in
stall the officers of Kenn ebec Lodge, No. 5, Hallowell. A large gathering 
of the members and their families, with visiting friends, were present. The 
installation ceremonies were followed by a banquet, to which all did ample 
justice. I regret to add in this connection that Kennebec Lodge reports no 
work for the past year, neither have they any in view. I hope for better 
prospects in the near future for this noble old lodge and wish I might ass ist 
them in gaining some new material. However, I believe 'tis better none 
than poor quality. 

On Saturday evening, December 16th, I inspected work in third degree 
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carefully exemplified by the officers and members of Monmouth Lorlge, of 

Monmouth. Under the lJrotecting care of R. W. Past D. D. G. M. D. P. 

BoYNTON, I fount! the well known high standard of work in this lodge main

tainerl. Wor. Bro. H. S. BENT, W. M., is highly favored in having a set of 

officers who I find from thfl records are present and assisting l~im at each 
meeting, thus greatly lessening t!Je arduous dut ies of the W. M. I hope to 

!Jave the pleasure of meeting with them often in the future. After the 

work, a pleasant social hour was enjoyed as well as an appetizing supper. 

Monrlay evening, March 12, 1900, I had the plt>asure of an evening with 

Temple Lodge, No. 25, of Winthrop, and inspected the work in F. C. degree 

done in a very easy, cretlitable and pleasing manner. The officers have the 

work and good of the fraternity thoroughly at heart, and the large attendance 

of members and visitors, including W. M. H. S. BEN'r, of Monmouth Lodge, 

with several of the Past Masters of the same lodge, learls me to believe that 

the interest in the western side of the Eleventh District is in full vigor. An 

enjoyable time was had over a good supper, and sociability was at its usual 

high standard in the home lodge of our Junior Past D. D. G. M., L. E. 

JONE~, who was present and has reason to be proud of Temple, No. 25. 

Saturday evening, March 17th, I had the pleasure of z'neeting with Dirigo 

Lodge, of China, held at Weeks' Mills. The officers of this lodge show care

ful study in learning the work, but on account of small amount of work 

done in tbe past two years have not attained that connected manner of de

livery which makes the work impressive to the candidate. TheW. M., Dr. 
C. J. LINCOLN, was elected to the chait· without previous experience as a 
presiding officer, but has the good of the fraternity truly at heart, and I 

doubt not tl~at Dirigo will show ·in the future as good work as any lodge in 

the rl istrict. Refreshments were served and I instructed the brothers in the 
signs and grips, and trust I may be able to pass another pleasant evening 

with the lorlge before long. 
My official visit to our bome lodge, Bethlehem, No. 35, was one of great 

pleasure to me on the evening of April 5th. The work in theM. M. degree, 

as performed at that time, would certain ly do great credit to any lodge. W. 

M. JAs. E. KINGSI.EY, a thorough and painstaking officer and worker in 

every station to which he has been elected in our noble fraternity, has g iven 

the work !Jis most careful thought, and by the energy and care which he 

displays in every undertaking has imparted to his officers that interest which 

always produces good results. He is fortunate in having with him a corps 
of brothers who have been very regular in attendance, and that is one of 

the assurances of a! ways having good work. The lodge is in very prosper

ous condition, having 300 members in good standing and none who are not 

in the same enviable position. The records, in the hands of Bro. JAMES E. 

BLANCHARD, are a model of excellence, as g,lso the finances in the bauds of Bro. 



Proceedings of the [May, 

TREBY JoHNSON. A fine banquet was served and a social time passed with 
the visitors from other lodges in and out of this district. 

Tuesday evening, April lOth , I made an official visit to Augusta Lodge, 
No. 141, and in the hands of W . M. Bro. CHARLES W. F1.ETCHER the high 
standard of work done in this lodge is certainly being maintained. The 
officers, each and all, have given close attention to memorizing the ritual 
and the floor work is above criticism. The examination of the candidate as 
to his proficiency was a pleasing feature. I have visited the lodge soc ially in 
all three degrees the past year and have enjoyed very much my meetings 
with them. A new Secretary was elected at the last annual meeting, Wor. 
Bro. CLAUDE W. TowNSEND, who, from the care displayed in all his form er 

masonic work, will serve the lodge in his new capacity with equal zeal. A 
bountiful supper was served at close, and about 150 brother~ remain ed to 
enjoy the same. 

Tuesday evening, April 24th, by invitation of Worshipful Master F. D. 
LouJNG, of Hermon Lodge, No. 33, at Gardiner, I inspected work in En
tered Apprentice degree, and can conscientiously say I have never seen 
better work, or a larger number of members present at the work in one of 
the minor degrees, showing close applicati~n on the part of the officers, and 
appreciation of good work on the part of the members. The floor work 
was precise and excellent, and the ritual beautifully rendered . The lodge is 
enjoying great prosperity, and I am greatly pleased to add this to my report 
of work in third degree, as well as condition of books and records in the 
hands of Wor. Bro. J.on;s M. LARRA ill;E. A splendid banquet followed 

the work. 

The following is a summary of the returns of the lodges in the Eleventh 
District: Members, 1,404; initiates, 61; fees,. 120.00; annual dues, $280.-
80; total, $400 .80. I have conferred the Past Master's degree on four can
didates and issued a diploma to each. 

Mere written words, Most Worshipful, cannot convey to you my appreci
ation of the honor you have conferred on me in making me your represent

ative in your borne district, and I will ever recall with great pleasure my 
masonic, as well as social, relations with yon. 

Thanking the officers and men:;bers of each lodge in the district for kind
nesses shown me in all my intercourse with them, I respectfully submit the 
foregoing for your kind consideration, and I am 

Fraternally and cordially yours, 

CI-1.\RLES B. ADAMS, D. D. G. AI. 11th M. D. 
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TWELFTH DISTRICT. 

ToM. W. WJNFIJJ:LD S. CHOATE, 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Maine. 

I herewith submit my report as District Deputy Grand Master of the 

Twelfth :\1 a sonic District. 

November 27th, visited Waterville Lodge, No. 33, and witnessed work in 
M. M. degree, Rt. W. Bro. WALKER acting as S. W. The opening and 
closing was very correct. The work was done in an impressive manner, and 
while I made some corrections, yet the work on the whole was what would 
be called good work. The records are nicely kept and show great care. 

At this meeting were visitors from Vassalboro, Neguemkeag and Rural 
Lodges. After the work we were invited to the banquet hall, where re
freshments were served. Then followed remarks by many of the brethren. 
All seemed to enjoy the evening very much. 

December 11th, visited Lafayette Lodge, No. 48, Readfield. As their 
lodge rooms were being rppairPrl, they met at A. 0 . U. W. Hall and worked 
the F. C. degree. Made some correction, and advised the officers to study 

more closely the ritual and monitor. The Secretary, Bro. MoRGAN, was 
not present, but I have no doubt the books are in their usual good conrlition. 

The members of Lafayette J,odge are remodeling their ball so that it will be 
nearly new, and when it is completed they will have goorl reason to be very 
proud of their beautiful masonic home. I met at this special met>ting Past 
D. D. G. Masters CROSBY and LovJJ:JOY. After the lodge meeting we had a 
banquet, then returned . to lodge room and went over part of the ritual in 
B. A. and M. M. degrees. I gave them what instructions I could . 

December 12th, visited Asylum Lodge, No. 133, Wayne, The open ing 
and closing ceremonies were well done. The records are well kept by Bro. 
B. F. BRADFOHo. As they had no work to present for inspection, we went 
over most of the ritual in all the degrees. TheW. M., J. PuTNAM STEVENS, 
had only been installed a short time previously. I doubt not, when they 
have a candidate wishing to gain admission, he will find tbem ready, and I 

trust capable of performing their several parts. After the usual closing 
ceremonies lunch was served and a pleasant time passerl. 

Dec. 13th, officially visited Vassalboro Lodge, No. 54, No. Vassalboro, and 
had the pleasure of having Rt. W. Bro. WALKER accompany me on this trip. 
The officers had only bePn · installed a short time and some of them were 

not very familiar wit.h the work. The E. A. degree was conferred upon a 
candidate. W. M. JosgJ'II WALT. gave the seconcl. and third lectures in a 
very correct anrl creditable manner. The records are faithfully kept by 
Bm. HENRY EwEn. This was the first candidate they have had for a year. 

I fouud they issued nine dim its during the year. 
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December 14th, visited Negumkeag Lodge, No. 166, Vassalboro. Tl.e 

lodge was opened on M. M. degree. As there was no work we went over a 

lar,ge part of the work and lectures of the three degrees. The officers of 

this lodge are anxious to do good work, and I have no doubt from the way 
they opened and closed their lodge they will be well prepared when a candi

date is received. W. M. WILLIS ll .. CROSBY makes a good presiding officer, 

and the records are well kept by Bro. CHARLES A. STILSON. 

December 16th, officially visited Rural Lodge, No. 53, Sidney. They ex·· 

peeled a candidate that even ing, but as he did not a]lpear, they exemplified 

the work in parts of the three degrees. W. M. W. 1'. MARBLE bad presided 

only one meeting before this. The interest he manifested in this work im

pressed me that he would make a good Master. The records are well kept 
by Bro. J. F. WARREN. The members of this lodge have lots of push and 

energy and have fixed up their hall so it make~ them a nice home. 

December lOth, visited Vernon Valley Lodge, No. 99, Mt. Vernon. 

They worked the E. A. degree in a very creditable manner for new officers. 
After that they bad a banquet in the room below and then returned to the 

ball, where we went over F. C. and M. M. degrees. TheW. M., W. T. MoR

RILL, does his work in an impressive manner,. in fact all the officers performed 

their parts well, and showed much interest in the work. The records a re 

now in the hands of Bro. F. W. :Foss. Bro. BuRBANK retired after serv

ing the lodge as ~ecretary twenty-seven years. The masons presented him 

with a very fine lamb-skin apron as a token of their appreciation of his long 

and faithful service. 

January 5th, I publicly installed the officers of Messalonskee Lodge, No. 
113, Oaklam', this being a joint installation vl'ith Drummond Royal Arch 

Chapter. 

January 9th, I attended Bro. SLEEPim's Lodge of Instruction at Bidde

ford. It was very profitable to us all. 

It has been gratifying to note the improvement in the several lodges in 

this d istrict. In conclusion allow me, Most Worshipful, to thank you for 

tbe honor conferred upon me, and I take this opportunity to thank the offi

cers and members of the Twelfth District who have so royally entertained 

me. I sincerely trust that my successor may meet with the same kindness 

and courtesy which has been extended to me. 

Fraternally submitted, 

JAMES H. WITHERELL, D. D. G. M. 12th M.D. 

Oakland, April 10, 1900. 
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THIRTEENTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. WJNFn;Ll) S. CHOATE, 

Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Maine. 

I have the honor to submit my first annual report as District Deputy 
Grand Master of the Thirteenth Masonic District. 

September 18th, publicly installed the officers of Euclid Lodge, No. 194, 
Madison, assisted by W. Bro. LEONARD 0. PAINE as Marshal, also by a fine 
orche~tra. There were present some two hundred. At the close of the 
ceremonies we repaired to the banquet hall, where a fine banquet was served. 

tleptember 30th, publicly installed the officers of Lebanon Lodge, No. 
116, at South Norridgewock. Previously to the ceremonies a banquet was 
served to the brethren and ladies. 

October 18th, attended the annual communication of Keystone Lodge, 
No. 80, Solon, and publicly installed the officers of the lodge in the presence 
of the brethren and their families. After the ceremonies there was a con
cert in the public hall below the lodge room. A fine banquet was served 

at noon. 
November lith, I visited Bingham Lodge, No. 199, at Bingham. There 

being no work on hand, the W. Master kindly exemplified the F. C. degree, 
which was very well done. This lodge has done much work this year, and 
seems to be in a very prosperous condition. Records in the hands of Bro. 

GEORGE C. EAMES and are very well ke~ t. 
November 14th, I visited Carrabassett Lodge, No. 161, Canaan. As the 

lodge had no work at this time, the E. A. degree was exemplified. This 

being the officers' first time in their present positions, it was necessary for 
me to make a few corrections. Records well kept. 

November 16th, by invitation, I visited Somerset Lodge, No. 34, Skowbe
gan. Witnessed work in the M. M. degree, which was very well and im
pressively done. Tbere was a very large number of the brethren present. 

On this occasion I had the pleasure to meet M. W. Bro. Wn. R. G. EsTES, 
P. G. M., and FRANCIS H. WJNu, Past D. D. G. M. The records are still 
in the keeping of Bro. C. M. LAMBERT, who has served in the office for a 

long time and keeps a fine record. 
January lOth, I visited Keystone Lodge, No. 80, Solon. There being no 

candidate, work was exemplified in the F. C. degree, which was quite well 
done considering that so many officers were absent. The records are still in 
the hands of Bro. PERRY S. LoNGLEY, and are neatly and correctly kept. 

January lOth, yisted Lebanon Lodge, No. 116, South Norridgewock, and 
witnessed work in the M. M. degree, which on the whole was au average of 
the work done in this district. Made a few corrections, which were kindly 
received. This lodge has had much work this year and seem to be interested 
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in doing it well. The records are still in the hands of Bro. WARD and are 
all right. 

January 16th, I attended the convention called fo;r instruction, by tbe 
Grand Lecturer, at Pittsfield, which bas proved of great benefit to me in 
masonic work. These conventions are of great value to the craft and should 

be well attended. 
February 27th, visited Northern S'tar Lodge, No. 28, North Anson . Work 

was presented in the E. A. degree, which was well done considering the offi. 
cers had not done much work in their p1·esent positions. The records of 
this lodge are in the bands of Bro. W. C. SutM ONS and are a model of neat
ness. 

March 8th, visited Siloam Lodge, No. 92, Fairfield. Work was presented 
in the M. M. degr~e. This lodge has had considerable work this year, and 
the officers are doing it in a very fine and impressive manner, following the 
ritual very closely. The records are in the hands of Bro. CHAPMAN and are 
all right. 

Euclid Lodge, No. 194, Madison, is my home lodge. I therefore did not 
consider it necessary to visit it officially, as I have attended nearly all of it.s 
meetings. They have ·done a small amount of work and have done it well. 

In conclusion, I will say that I have visited every lodge in the district, 
and I find, with one or two exceptior,s, peace and harmony prevail. The 
officers of all of the lodges seem to want to do every thing they can to have 
the work done correctly. They have received all of my suggestions with 
kindness, and I desire to thank them one and all for the kindness and court
esy with which I have been received, and to assure them that the remem
brance of the past year will always be a pleasure to mP. I also desire 
to thank you, Most Worshipful, for the honor conferred on me by my ap
pointment as D. D. G. Master of this district. 

Fraternally submitted, 
GRANVILLE D. PEHKINS, D. D. G. M. 13th M.D. 

Madison, March 26, 1900. 

FOURTEENTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. "VINFIELD S. CHOAT!::, 
Grand. Master of the Grand Lodge of Maine. 

I have the honor of submitting to you my annual report as D. D. G. M. 
of the Fourteenth Masonic District, and it is with grea~ pleasure that I 
assure you of the most satisfactory condition of affairs in th is district. The 
lodges are working together in harmony, and a general good feeling prevails 
among the members of the sevex-al lodges. 
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January !J, 1{)00, I attended the convention for instruction in masonic 
work, at Biddeford. The meeting was called to order by W. M. Bro. FRANK 
"E. SLEEPEn, Grand Lecturer. A careful study was given to the ritual in 
all three degrees. Only those who attend such conventions can appreciate 
tlle benefit that may be received. 

March 12th, I visited Ancient York Lodge, No. 155, Lisbon Falls. 
Owing to unavoidable circumstances, the officers were unable to work the 
E. A. degree as was e:<:pected. There was a large attendance and good in
terest is shown in the affairs of the lodge. They have a large hall, which is 
well fumished. The records are neatly kept by Bro. WILLIAM PARKIN. 

March 13th, I visited Acacia Lodge, No. 121, Durham. This lodge has 
not had any work for the past year, yet they exem~lified the work in the 

M. M. degree in a correct manner. After lodge was closed refreshments 
were served and a social time was enjoyed. 

March 14th, I made an offic ial visit to Village Lodge, No. 26, Bowdoin
ham. Work was exemplified in theM. M. degree, by such brothers as F. K. 
JA CK, W. M., H. E. CoRNISH, Sec., and other well qualified officers. The 
work was carried on very smoothly and the ritual closely followed. This 
is the home lodge of P. D. D. G. M. RoBERT W. CARR, whom I had the 
pleasure of meeting on this occasion. 

March 16th, I had the pleasure of visiting Polar Star Lodge, No. 114, 
Bath, and witnessed the work in the E. A. degree, which was performed in 

a most satisfactory and pleasing manner; but few corrections or suggestions 
were necessary. There was a large attendance. The records are fine and 

show a good attendance throughout the year. 
March 20th, I officially visited United Lodge, No. 8, Brunswick. Work 

in the F: C. and M. M. degree, which was done in a correct and satisfactory 
manner. This lodge is enjoy ing great prosperity and the officers are fully 
qualified to fill their respective positions. I feel that I should not be doing 
my full duty, if I failed to make special mention of the work of Wor. 

Master HENRY C. UPTON. In the two degrees I found no occasion to 
make correction in his work, and but few errors were noted in the work of 
other officers. The records are finely kept by Bro. A. J. HuTCHINSON. 

March 26th, I met with Richmond Lodge, No. 63, Richmond. Work in 
the F. C. and M. M. degrees. This lodge has a good membership, a nice hall 
and good material for first-class work. They have been a little unfortunate 
this year, as their Master has been obliged to be out of town most of the 
time and tlle officers have done little work together. The work was as good 
as could be expected under the circumstances. The records are well kept 
by Bro. WILLIAM H. FAIRCLOUGH. 

April 2ci, my official visit to Solar Lodge, No. 14, Bath, was made, and 
work in the M. M. degree was executed in a most commendable manner. 

7 G. L, 
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The officers show a great interest in their work. The Secretary, Bro. A LB!;BT 

L. SrnouT, had an excellent record to show in every particular, and is 
worthy of imitation. His report is as follows: 

Total membership, 245 
Total membership paid to January 1, 1900, 241 
Total amount uncollected to January 1, 1900, 

Freeport Lodge, No. 23, is my home lodge. I made no official visit, but 
was present at all the meetings when there was work. Bro. W. C. FoGG 
still bas charge of the records, and his long and continued serv ice in the 
affairs of this lodge is a sufficient proof that his part of the work will be care

fully attended to. 
I have made no mention of the fine collations which were served, but will 

state here, that at every visit, very appropriate banquets were given. 
In conclusion, Most Worshipful, I desire to extend my thanks to the 

officers and brethren of the several lodges, for the uniform courtesy with 
which I have been received, and to you, M. W. Grand Master, for the honor 
conferred by appointing me D. D. G. M. for the Fourteenth Masonic District. 

Fraternally submitted, 
F. M. GRANT, D. D. G. M. l l,tlt M. D. 

FIFTEENTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. WrNFIEI,D S. CHOATE, 

Grand Master of the Gmnd Lodge of Ma·ine. 

I have the honor to submit my first annual report as D. D. G. M. of the 
15th Masonic District. 

On January 9th, I attended the lodge of instruction at Biddeford. There 
was a good attendance and a very interesting and instructive session. 

January 17th, I made iny first official visit to Wilton Lodge, No. 15G. 

There was a good attendance and severai visitors from Farmington and 
other lodges. The work was the M. M. degree, which was well done. I 
have visited Wilton Lodge occasionally for the past five years, and I 11otice 
a marked improvement from year to year, both in · the interest of the mem
bers and in the rendering of the ritual. 

Wilton is one of our active lodges and carefully select their material , which 
is the surest way to success. The records are correctly kept and dues well 
collected. At the close a banquet was served and a social hour enjoyed. 

February 9th, I visited Franklin Lodge, No. 123, at New Sharon. This 
was their regular meeting. Although it was a stormy night, there were not 
so many out as we should like to have seen. Not having any work, they 
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exemplified the E. A. degree, which was fairly well done, considering that 
t,hey had no work for several years, but I think they would be able to ren
der the work understandingly when presented. The records are in the 
hands of Past D. D. G. M. JutES H. HowEs, which is a sufficient guaranty 
of their correctness, and the dues are fairly well collected. At the close, a 
social hour. with refreshments, was enjoyed by all. 

February 20th was the dal:tl of my official visit to Mystic Tie Lodge, No. 
154, of Weld. This was a special meeting, but t,here was a good attendance, 
with several visitors from Wilton. The work was the M. M. uegree and 
was done in as correct and dignified manner as I have ever seen. The 
ritual was followed so closely that there was no occasion for corrections. 
The records, in the hands of P. D. D. G. M. LYMAN L. JoNES, are neatly 
and correctly kept, and the dues are well collected. At the close, a ban
quet was served and a good time was enjoyed. 

March 12th, was the date of my visit with Maine Lodge, No. 20, of Farm
ington. The work was the conferring of the l!'. C. degree on three candi
dates. After passing a very satisfactory examination, the work was excep
tionally well done and the ritual closely followed. At this meeting I had 
t!Je pleasure of meet1ng Past D. D. G. M. E. 0. GREENLEAF, who still takes 
an active part in his lodge. The records are in the hands of GEo. B. CRAGIN 
and are correctly and neatly kept, while the dues are well collected. Ban. 
quet at the close. 

March 13th, I visited Davis Lodge, No. 191, of Strong. This was a 
special meeting, called for my convenience. There being no work on hand, 
they exemplified the E. A. degree in a very impressive manner; one that 
would give a candidate tbe true idea that Masonry is designed to teach. 
Tbe records are correctly kept and the dues well collected. Refreshments 
at the close. 

March 14th, i visited Blue Mountain Lodge, No. 67, of Phillips. This 
was a regular mePCing, but unfortunately t,he Master was detained at 
Farmington by the severe illness of his wife, and the candidate from 
Hangeley could not come on account of sickness in his family, so we had to 
work under difficulties. They had intended to work the M. M. degree, but 
owing to the absence of the candidate and of the Master, they exemplified the 
I!'. C. degree, which was fairly well done. Records are well kept and dues 
well collected. At the close a banquet was served and a social hour on
joyed. 

March 16th, was the date that I was to be with Mt. Bigelow Lodge, No. 
202, of Flagstaff. I got as far as Kingfield and stopped over night, and it 
snowed in the night aud rained hard next day until night. I telephoned to 
Carrabassett, at noon, hut no stage had got through and there was no way 
to get, there, so I returned home and have not been able to get there since. 
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April 5th, I visited Whitney Lodge, No. 167, of Canton. This was a reg

ular meeting. There being no work on hand, the E. A. degree was exempli

fied in a very satisfactory manner. Records are correctly kept and clues 

well collected. At the close a social hour was enjoyed. 

Oriental Star Lodge, No. 21, is my home lod ge. I have been present at 

nearly every meeting and made such suggestions ar.d conections as I thought 

were for the benefit of the order, and they have been ver.v kindly r8Ceived. 
Peace and harm ony prevail throughout the district. I wish to express 

my thanks to the several lodges throughout the Fifeenth Masonic District for 

the kindness and courtesy with which I have been received by all. 

In closing, Most Worshipful, allow me to thank you for the honor con

ferred upon me by the appointment, the duties of which I have endeavored to 
fulfill to the best of my ability. 

Fraternally submitted, 

FRED In.YMOND, D. D. G. M., 15th M.D. 

Livermore Falls, Me., April 21, 1900. 

SIXTEENTH DISTRICT. 

To M. w. vVINFIELD s. CuOATE, 

Grand Master of the Gr-and Loclue of Maine. 

I herewith submit my first annual report as D. D. G. M. of the Sixteenth 

District. 

I am pleased to r eport that all the lodges in the Sixteenth District are in 

excellent condition, financially, and are conforming str ictly to the ritual in 

their work. 
November 7, 1899, I visited King Hiram l"oclge, No. 57, Dixfield, aml 

publicly installed their officers. There was a very good attendance. After 

the installation ceremonies, refreshments were served and a social hour was 

enjoyed. 
February 20, 1900, I again visited King Hiram Lodge and witnessed work 

in the E. A . degree; the work was very well done, few corrections being 

necessary. This lodge seems to be entering on an era of prosperity. Quite 
a number of applications ha.ve been received lately. The records, in the 

hands of Bro. C. L . DILT,INGHAM, are well kept. Dues well collected. 

November 10, 1899, I publicly installed the officers of 13lazing Star Lorlge, 

No. 30, assisted by Bro. D. B. PEmn as Grand Marshal. There was a 

large number present, and all seemed much interested in the ceremon ies, 

which were held in th e I. 0 . 0. F. Hall. A very nice programme was fur

nished by the commitlee, which consisted of singing and readings, assisted 



I goo.] Grand Lodge of Ma£ne. IOI 

by the band, who kindly volunteered the ir services. After the installation 

the company a ll sat down to a fine oyster supper, after which a social hour 

was enjoyed. 

Blazing Star Lodge, No. 30, being my own lodge, I have not visited it 
officially, but l have been present at nearly every meeting. It is keeping 

up its interest in the ritual and perfectness in the work. The records, in 

t.he hands of Bro. Fn1m A. PonTER, are models of neatness. Tile clues are 

well collected. Finances all right. 

November 23, 1899, I publicly installed the officers of Bethel Lodge, No. 

97, assisted by P . . J. G. W. Gooow 1N R. WH.>; Y as Grand Marshal. There 

was a very good attendance, all of whom seemed to be much interested. 

The installation ceremon ies were very much added to by singing by the 

choir and readings; after which we adjourned to the vestry of the Congre

gational Church, where a bou ntiful snpper was spread, which closed a very 

pleasant evening. 

March 8, 1900, I aga in visited Bethel Lodge and witnessed the work in 
the K A. and M. M. degrees. There was a large number present, some 

of whom came from a long distance, as this lodge's jurisdiction extends to 

tile New Hampshire lin e. The work was very well done; ve ry few correc

tions llad to be mad e. The officers are much in terested in doing the work 

correct!y. The lodge bas been do ing f]Uite a lot of work lately. The rec

ords are well kept, and dues fairly well collected. 

December 11, 1899, I visited Evening Star Lodge, No. 147, Buckfield. 

The work was in the E. A. degree, and was done in a very cred itab le man

ner. I was much pleased with the way the lectnres and charge were given, 

orally and in full. The officers are much interested in the work, and pre

d ict a good share of work this season. The recorcl s, in the hands of Bro. 

ALPilEil Cor.E, a re in good shape. Dues are qu ite well collec ted. Refresh

ments after the work. 

January 9, -l!100, I attend ed the masonic convent ion at Biddeford, with 

much benefit to myself. I made it a point to notify every lodge in my dis

trict, and urged them to send a representative to at least one of these con

ventions. I think it is the duty of every lodge to have some member attend 

one of these conventions each year, as there is nothing to equal them for 

instruction in the work . 

January 16th, I was in Pittsfield, and attended the masonic convention 

there; and stayed to the dedication, on the nineteenth, of the hall of Merid

ian Lodge, No. 125, Pittsfield . There was a large attendance. De:vt:olay 
Commandery attended in a body. Tbe ceremonies were very impressive. 

February 8th, I visited Croohd River Lodge at Bolster's Mills. As 

there was no candidate, the lodge exemplified the work in the Third de

gree, wh ich was done very well, few corrections baving to be made. This 
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lodge's fraternal visits with Oxford Lodge of Norway keep the brethren 
well posted in the ritual. The lodge is all right financially: own their ball 
and have a balance in the treasury. The records are in good hands and 
are well kept. 

February 9th, I visited Oxforrl Lodge, Norway. They have been doing 
qnite a lot of work, although there was none at the time of my visit, but 
they had several applications to be acted on. The records are in the hands 
of Bro. HowARD D. SMITH, and are kept in a model manner. After the 
lodge closed a social hour was enjoyed; refreshments. 

February 13th, I visited Paris Lodge, No. 94, South Paris. The work 
was iu the E. A. degree, which was done very r.reditably, considering 
that this was the first work the new officers bad done. The officers are all 
interes ted in doing the work according to the ritual. The records are well 
kept. Dues fairly well collected. Quite a number of visitors from my own 
lodge, Blazing Star, were present at the time of my visit. Refreshments 
after the work. 

February 14th, I visited Granite Lodge, No. 182, West Paris. There was 
quite a goon attendance, considering that the roads were almost impassable 
for teams on that day. The work was in the E . A. degree, and was 
rendered in a very impressive manner. The officers are all that could be 
askerl-wide awake and interested. The recorrls are well kept; dues fairly 
well collected; finances good. 

March 13th, I visited Jefferson Lodge, No. 100, Bryant's Pond. The 
work was in the M. M. degree, and was renrlered very impressively. This 
lodge has a reputation for good work, which was fully sustained at the time 
of my visit. The lodge has very fine quarters, and is all right every way. 
The records are well kept; dues well collected. 

All the lodges in the Sixteenth District exarnine ·their candidates in open 
lodge. 

In closing, Most Worshipful, I wish to thank you most sincerely for the 
honor of my appointment as D. D. G. M. of the Sixteenth District, anci the 
officers and members of the different lodges for their kindness and courtesy 
during my official visits, an<l the Secretaries, for their promptness in making 
their returns. 

Respectfully submitted, 

J. W. SIMPSON, D. D . G. M. 16th M. D. 

Rumford Falls, March 26, 1900. 
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SEVENTEENTH DISTRICT . 

To M. W. WINFIELD S. CHOATE, 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Maine. 

I herewith submit my annual report as D. D. G. M. of the Seventeenth 
District. 

June 18th, I visited Deering J,odge and witnessed the conferring of the 
M. M. degree on two candidates. The work was perfect in every detail, 
music being furnished by a quartet, adding very much to the impressiveness 
of the occasion. This lodge is fully sustaining its reputation for doing very 
excellent work. The records, in the hands of Bro. F. E. CHASE, are clear, 
concise and correctly kept. The financial condition of the lodge is good, ami. 
prosperity attends it. The attendance for the evening was quite large, and 
after closing, a very social hour was enjoyed over light refreshments. 

November 16th, I visited Standish Lodge. The work for the occasion 
was the conferring ti.Je M. M. degree on one candidate. The work as a 
whole was very creditably clone. Wor. ~ro. TuoliPSON has his officers well 
in hand, and sets them a higll standard by his own correct work. Mucll in
terest is manifested by the members of this lodge at the present time, and I 
bespeak for it a very he:1.lthy future. The attendance was good although 
the traveling was bad and some of the members came loJtg distances. The 
true masonic spirit prevails in this lodge, and it is well worth a long ride to 
meet with them. A bonntiful collation was served at the close of the work. 

December 2ith, I publicly installed the officers of Atlantic Lodge. There 
were present some three hundre1i members and their guests. T!Je service 
was interspersed with music and at the close a fine banquet was served. 

January 1st, assisted by Wor. Bro. 0. L. CouSENS as Grand Marshal, I 

installed the officers of Temple Lodge. There was a good attendance, and 
a collation was served at the close, over which a social hour passed. 

January 13th, I visited Presumpscot Lodge, and after installing its officers, 
I had the pleasure of witnessing the work in the E. A. degree, and consider
ing that the officers were filling their positions for the first time, the work 
was quite well done. Some corrections were made and instruction given, 
wh ich were courteously received. The records are correctly kept and their 
fin<1.ncial condition is all right. A hot oyster supper was served at the close 
of the work, which seemed to be just about right before taking a ten mile 
drive in a snow storm. 

January 23d, I visited Hiram Lodge, and here again I found the work to 
be in the E. A. degree, upon four candidates, which was exceed ingly well 
done. Promptness, precision and a proper conception of the ritual were 
particularly not iceable, and withal an apparent desire to favorably impress 
those who were so fortunate as to be the recipients. The records, in the 
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hands of Bro. ScAM~IAN, are all right: dues well collecterl, and altogether a 

prosperous lodge. 
February 12th, with the assistai)Ce of Wor. Bro. HE IUJEHT N. MAXFI ELD 

as Grand Marshal, I installerl the officers of Deering Lodge, whicll, to my
self, was a very pleasant occasion, for this is one of the lodges which never 
fail s to extend the glad hand to a visiting brother , no matter whether he be 
a'' bearer of burdens" or a representative of the Grand Lodge, although 
always extend ing the courtesy that belongs to the latter . 

March 7th, I visited Warren Phillips Lodge. The work was in the E. A. 
degree, which was done quite correctly, keeping very close to the ritual, 

although it was the first work of the new year. This is one of the lodges in 
this d istrict with a strong desire to do good work, and its past record shows 
the resu lt of the same. The records, in the hands of Bro. A. N. W,ITEH
RO USE, are a model iu all that pertains to perfection in that lin e. This lodge 
is prosperous, having a good round sum well invested. A boun tiful colla
tion and a social hour followed the closing. 

March 14th, I visited Harmony Lodge. There has been no work in this 
lodge fN more than a year, on accbunt of the true masomc principles having 
been waived to make way for personal matters that should never have entered 
the lodge. But we hope that "Peace and gocd will" may soon abound, and 
Harmony Lodge shine 'forth again as one of the bright mason ic lights. The 

E . A. degree was exemplified, but rather lacking in that perfectness which 
has marked the work of the lodge in past years. The records are correctly 
kept by Bro. RomE. Not having any work for so long a time rather short
enerl the lodge up on its running finances, but it has a good large charit.y 
fund safely deposited. A collation was served at the close, followed by a 
social talk with the brethren until nearly midnight. " May brotherly love 
prevail, and every moral and social virtue cement them." 

March 15th , I visited Ancient Landmark Lodge. The work was the E. A. 
degree which was done in a manner highly cred itable to Wor. Bro. W. 

E . HowELL and his line of officers, all of whom have fine voices, speaking 
every word clearly and distinctly, accompanied with a dignilied bearing, 
placing t he full importance of our secret mysteries before the candidate in 
such a manner that he could not fail to be impressed with the precepts 
which were thus taught him. There were present on this occasion about 
three hundred brethren, and the supreme quiet and close attention that was 

maintained throughout the work showed their appreciation of it. A fine 
banquet and a very social hour followed the closi ng, which was participated 
in by all present. 

March 20th, I visited Casco Lodge, accompanied by about forty brethren 
of Warren Phillips and Temple Lodges. The work was on the E. A. degree, 

which, as a whole, was very well done, the lectures being especially well 
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rendered. Th e attendance on the part of the members of this lodge was 

'l'ery meagre, on account, I supposed, of the bad traveling. The records are 

correctly and neatly kept by Bro. STODDARD, and the finan cial condition 

healthy. A collation was served, followed by pleasant conversation, which 

was pronounced by the visiting brethren to be a very enjoyable occasion. 

March 27th, I visited Temple Lodge. This is a my home lodge, and al

though the work presented (E. A. degree) was the first under the new line 

of officers, it was done very closely to the ritual. I have no doubt that 
under the guiding hand of Wor. Bro. FRED F-. FR~>ll~!A:-< the good record 

of the past wi ll be felly maintained. The records are still in the hands of Bro. 

0. A. Conn, and their correctness can be vouched for at all times. The 

financial cond itior. is good . Many visiting brethren were present from 

adjoining lodges, adding very much to the social occasion after the clos ing. 

March 18th, I vis ted Atlantic Lodge and witnessed the conferring of the 

M. M. degree, which was well done. We look for, and expeft to see a lin e 
of officers working the second year to do very fine work, and that is what 

Atlantic Lodge is seeki ng to do, and consequently keeps very close to the 

standard. There was a very large attendance, a nd close attention was given 

to the work, especially so to the g iving of the lectures and charge, the brethren 

all remaining unti l the close. The records, in the hands of Bro. Fox, are 

correctly kept and the lodge is well ~ituated financially. A fine banquet 

was served after the cl()s ing, but on account of the lateness of the hour. I 

was ob liged to lPa1·e the brethren hurried ly, satis6ed, however, of their 

"sincerity in the business in which they were then engagP.d." 

March 30th , I visited Portland Lodge, and was received with a ll the 

honors-a custom which this lodge always adheres to . The work for the even

ing was the M. M. degree, which was done in a very beautiful and perfect 

manner, appropn ate music being rendered by the lodge quartet, adping to 

the work that solenmity and impressiveness which should always character

ize the conferr ing of that sublime degrP-e. The lecture was given in a very 

instructive manner, and the charge, as presented by Hev. Bro. Wo RCI!:STER , 

was well calculated to impress upon th e candidate the d ign ity and high im

portance of Masonry, and the duties which as a member of that Insti tut ion, 

he was to assume. The records of this lodge are still in the hands of Bro. 

GouLD, and are concise and conect. Its finances are sound and prosperity 
attends it. Nearly three hundred brethren were present at this meeting, 

and close attention was given throughout the work. A fine banquet, 

music and speeches, closed this very pleasant occasion and my last offic ial 

visitation. 
In closing, Most Worshipful Sir, permit me to express to you my appreci

ation of the high honor conferred upon me, and to the brethren throughout 

this district. my deepest gratitude for the very kind and courteous treatment 
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received at their hands, assuring you and them, that it will always be a 

pleasure to look back to what I shall term the masonic year of my life. 

Fraternally submitted, 
ALBERT H. BURROUG F S, D. D. G. M. 17th M. D. 

Westbrook, April 5, 1900. 

EIGHT EENTH DISTRICT . 

To M. W. WINFIELD S. CHOATE, 

Grana Master of the Grand Lodge of Ma'ine. 

I have the honor to submit my second annual report as District Deputy 

Grand Master of the Eighteenth Masonic District. 

I am happy to be able to report having visited all the lodges in the district, 

and that the craft are enjoying a fair degree of prosperity. 

October 12th, I visited Delta Lodge, No. 153, Lovell. The Master being 

absent there was no work in the degrees, the evening being spent in social 

intercourse with the brethren, which I hope was profitable as well as agree

able. I have every reason to believe that work is performed by this lodge 

in a highly creditable manner. 

October 13th, I visited Greenleaf Lodge, No. 117, at Cornish. As there 
was no candidate, the time was very profitably taken up in discussing the 

many questions that are continually arising in a lodge of alert and progress

ive masons such as are found here. After closing, we repaired to the ban

quet hall, where a bountiful collation was sprell;d, which was attended to in 

a very thorough manner. The attendance at this lodge is remarkably good, 

showing a deep interest among the members. 

October 14th, I visited Shepherd's River Lodge, No. 169, at Brownfield. 

Here there was no candidate, and the evening was spent passing the lectures 

among the brethren, which was done in a manner showing that profic.iency 

which comes only with constant study. This is numerically the smallest 

lodge in the district, but in effic iency it stanrls in the front rank. 

January lOth, I visited Mt. Moriah Lodge, No. 56, at Denmark. There 

being no work in the degrees, the brethren thought that the evening could 

be. spent to the best ad vantage in the Master reciting, and having correc

tions made when mistakes occurred, which I am pleased to state were few. 

Mt. Moriah Lodge has been severely affiicted the past year, by death among 

its membership, among whom was its Master, S. EnNllST GILMAN, who was 
a very bright, progressive young man. 

January 13th, accompanied by Bro. GEo. H. RICE, S. Warden of Mt. 

T ir'em Lodge, I visited Oriental Lodge, No. 13, at Bridgton. Here I found 
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work to be done in the E. A. degree, which, as is usual with this lodge, was 
of a high degree of excellency. Orient~! Lodge is very fortunate in having a 
large number of young members who take great pride in doing the work 
right, and also of having the counsel and presence in the lodge room of a 
good number of the older members, who do not let their interest in masonry 
wane. After labors were concluded a banquet was spread, to which ample 
justice was done. 

February 12th, I visited Pythagorean Lodge, No. 11 , at Fryeburg. There 
I witnessed work in the M. M. degree, which was very close to the ritual. 
This lodge has for its working officers young men who seem to .be striving 
to show "who best can work and bes t agree." Pythagorean Longe is cer
tainly maintaining its high standard of excellency . 

Mt. Tir'em Lodge, No. 132, my home lodge, I have not visited officially, 
not deeming it necessfl.ry, as I hfl.ve been present at all the meetings in the 
past year, which has been an " off" one so far as work is concerned, but 
the new officers are zealous and proficient, and when work comes to its 
doors it will be done in a creditable manner. 

The records of the lodges in the Eighteenth Maine District are in very fine 
shape, the several lodges having the custom of keeping the same Secretary 
in office year after year, thus securing accurarcy and uniformity which can 
be obtained in no other manner. 

In closing, I wish to thank the brethren for their uniform courtesy, and 
you, Most Worshipful, for the honor conferred upon me. 

Fraternally submitted, 
ISAAC F . JEWETT, D. D. G. M. 18th M. JJ. 

NINETEENTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. WINFIELD S. CHOATE, 

Grand Master of the Grancl Lodge of Maine. 

I herewith submit my offic ial report as District Deputy Grand Master of 
the Nineteenth Masonic District. 

I have attended to the duties of my .office to the best of my ability. 
October 28, 1899, I .visited Goodwin's Mills and inspected the Grange 

Hall, and gave permission to members of Arion Lodge, No. 162, to hold meet· 
ings there, until such time as they could have a hall of their own. This 
lodge lost everything by fire a year ago, and have just purchased an entire 
outfit, consisting of collars, jewels and everyth ing necessary to work the 
masonic degrees, and under the able leadership of their W. M., HENRY P. 
MooDY, they are looking forward to a prosperous year. 
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November 24th, visi ted Yorkshire Lodge, No. 179; witnessed work in the 

third rlegree, which was very nicely done; the ritual was followed closely, 

and the floor work showed practice, being carrierl out with a precision and 

finish that was exceptionally good. After the work, a collation was served 

in the banquet hall, followed by remarks from members of the lodge and 

visitors which were both interesting and helpful. 

December 20th, visited Ocean Lodge, No. 142. l'Llblicly installed the 

officers elect. After the installation, a banquet was served in the hall, fol

lowed by remarks and a pleasant social hour . 

. January 9, 1900, attended the masonic convention at Biddeford, which 

was conducted by FRANK E. SLBEPEn, Grand Lecturer, and attended by 

District Deputies and masons from a ll over the western part of the State. 

F ebruary 27th, visited Arundel J,odge, No. 76. Publicly installed the 

officers elect, assisted by W. F. W A r. JOlll as Marshal, Past District Deputy 

IsAAC P. Gooc u, and a qnartett.e of excellent vocalists, who added in no 

small degree to the bea uty of the ceremony. After the installation a ban

quet was served, followed by a musical programme and the customary good 

fellowship. 

March 5th, vi sited Dunlap Lodge, No. 47. Witnessed work in theM. M. 

degree. The work was beaLltifully done. All the chairs are filled by young 

men of good presence, who enter into their work with an enthusiasm and 
vigor that I have never seen surpas,!led . The ritual work is nearly perfect 

in th is lodge, it being the outcome of several successive years of study and 

work toward that encl. The lodge is in good financial condition and has 

work at nearly every meeting. 

March 7th, visited Saco Lodge, No. 0, witnessed work in the third or 

M. M. degree, which was finely clone, the work of theW. M., J'JJJLl P C. TAP

LEY, being of a particularly high order. The records, in the hands of Bro. 

G1w. A. EMER\' are models of neatness and beauty of penmanship. The 

lodge is in good financial condition and is taking in a number of young men 
of excellent character. 

In conclusion, Most WorshipfuL I wish to thank you most s incerely for 

th e honor you have conferred upon me by appointing me your representa

tive in the Nineteenth District, and through you, the officers and members of 

the lodges in this district, for their kindness and courtesy throughout the 

year; and the Secretaries, for their promptness in making their returns. 

Respectfully submitted, 

EVERETT M. STAPLES, D. D. G. M. 19th M. D. 

Biddeford, April 3, 1!)00. 
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TWENTIETH DISTRICT. 

ToM. W. WINFIELD S. C n OATE, 

Grand ]faster of the Gmnd Lodge of Maine. 

I have the hono.r to present my first annual report as District Deputy 

Grand Master of the Twentieth Masonic District. 

I have visited all of the lodges in th is district and find them in good con

d ition financially, and the outlook for the coming year is very bright, as 

they have an abundance of work at present and a good outlook for the 

future. The officers and members are working hard to have the work per

fect and to confer the dt>g rees in the best possible manner. 

On September Wtb, I vis ited Baskaheg~n Lodge, No. 175, at Danforth, 
for the purpose· of install ing the officers for the ensuing year, and also to 

make my official visit. No cand id Mes being present, I was obliged on Feb

ruary 20, 1!)00, to mrtke another official visit to see the work exemplified. 

The F.ntered Apprentice degree was conferred on two candidates, the work 
being very nicely performed. The records, in the hands of Bro. l"A HKI, n, 

are well and properly kept . . 

On October 14, 1899, I publicly installed the officers of Forest Lodge, 

No. 145, at Springfield, after which refreshments were served and a good 

time enjoyed. On February 10, 1!JOO, I mnde my official visit to this lodge, 

when the Master Mason's degree was conferred on one candidate. The 

officers showed evidence of considerable study, but the lack of practice was 
apparent. From the amount of work uow before them, I have no doubt 

but that the end of the year will show a great improvement. On the lodge 

being called from labor, refreshments were served by the ladies, and a very 

pleasant time enjoyed. The records are neatly and correctly kept by Bro. 

TnASK. 

On November 11, 1S99, I visited Pine Tree Lodge, No. 172, at Mattawam

keag, for the purpose of publicly install ing the officers. Supper was served 

prior to the opening of the lodge. My official visit was made on Marcil 10, 

1!JOO, when work was exemplified in the Fellow Craft degree. The work 

was well done, with the exception of a lack of uniformity caused by the 

officers having been incorrectly taught. Bro. s~t l'l'H still has charge of tlte 
records, wh ich is a proof of their correctness. 

On January 9, 1900, I installed tlte officers of Horeb Lodge, No. !l3, at 
Lincoln. This is my home lodge. Although the lodge bas done no work 

for the past year, they have plenty at present, and I think at the end of the 

year will show a )lOOd record, as the officers and mernbei·s are working hard 

to bring the work up to standard. For neatness and correctness in keeping 
the records, Bro. PLUMLY !Jas no peer. I have not rniHsed a meeting of t!Jis 

lodge fo r ten years, and so have made no official visit. 
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On .January 16th, I attended the Grand Lecturer's mee ting in Pittsfield. 
This was my first attendance at a meeting of this kind, and I was very much 
pleased with the meeting, and received a grea.t deal of benefit from it, and 
I think that the Twentieth District needs one of these meetings as much as 
any district in the Stat.e. 

In conclusion, Most Worsllipful, I wish to thank you, sincerely, for th e 
honor of my appointment as your representative in the Twentieth District ; 
the officers and brothers of tile several lodges for their kindness a nd courtesy 
ou every occasion, and the Secretaries for their promptness in making their 
retnrns. Respectfully submitted, 

PHILIP J. MILLS, D. D. G. Af. 20th M. D. 
Lincoln, March 16, 1900. 

TWENTYaFIRST DISTRICT. 

To M. W. WtNFI!o:LD S. CnOATE, 

Grand Ma8ter of the Grand Lodge of Maine." 

I have the honor to submit my first annual report as n. D. G. M. of the 
Twenty.first Masonic District. 

I have visited all of the lodges in the district officially, except Esoteric 
Lodge, and have been privileged to visit some of them more than once, though 
not officially. 

On December 26th, I visited Rising Sun Lodge, No. 71, at Orland, and 
witnessed work in the M. M. degree. Although the members of this lodge 
are widely sr.attered, some of its officers having three miles to travel to 
lodge, yet I found a good interest manifested and the work was well d011e. 
Bro. ASHBR B. HuTC IIINS is still in the East and is a very able and efficient 
Master. Their dues are well collected and the lodge is in goo<! condition, 
its records being neatly and correctly kept. 

On December 27th, I visited Felicity Lodge, of Bucksport, .where I was 
pleased to meet a good ly number of tile brethren. The FP-Ilow Craft degree 
was conferred on one candidate, the officers rendering their parts in a very 
commendable manner. The records of this lodge are well kept and i[S dues 
are promptly collected. 

On December 2Rth, I publicly installed the officers of Rising Sun Lodge, 
there being a large number of the brethren present, and with""Tnvited guests 
the hall was well filled. After the installation an excellent supper was 
served and some time spent in social enjoyment. 

On January 4th, I installed the officers of Bar Harbor Lodge. This is my 
horne lodge and I have not visited it officially except on this date, but have 
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been present at most of its meetings during the year. Its officers are all 
young, enthusiastic masons, and in good working order, following the ritual 
very closely in their work. Bro. B. L. HADLEY still handles the records 

and looks sharply af ter the dues. 
On January 12th, I visited David A. Hooper Lodge, at West Sullivan, 

and by invitation inst:tlled their officers. On this occasion the M. M. degree 
was conferred on one candid:tte, the work being done very finely for a young 
lodge. Th ere were several visitors present from Winter Harbor Lodge, two 
or three from Lygoni:t, and one or two from other lodges. The officers take 
a gre:tt interest in the work :tnd have their p:trts well committed. After the 
work refreshments were served, after which we again repaired to the lodge 

room, where, with the assistance of Past D. D. G. M. JAm:s E. P.IRSO NS 
and J>ast Master EowiN F. CLAPHAM, I conferred the Past Master's degree 
on W. M. Or.IVER G. NEWMAN. 

On F ebruary 3d, I made an official visit to Mount Desert Lodge ant! wit
nessed the conferring of theM. M. degree, there being a goodly number of 
the brethren present. The work was done in a most commendable manner. 
W. Bro. ALLEN is :tn exceptionally good ritualist, and delivers his lectures 
in a tone that is very impressive and instructive. I found upon an exam
inat.ion of the Secretary's books that the dues were not as well collected as 
they should be, and called attention to this fact, and think the matter will 
be looked after in the future. This is a strong and good working lodge. 

On February 15th, I again visited this lorlge and publicly installed their 
officers. A large number of the brethren with their wives and invited friends 
were present, a male quartet furnished them with excellent music, and at 
the close of the service, refreshments were served and the even ing was en
joyed by all. 

On February ~4th, I visited Winter Harbor Lodge officially and witnessed 
work in the Entered Apprentice degree. This is a good working lodge: the 
officers are interested and follow very closely the ritual in their work. 
Their records are well and properly kept and the dues are well collected . 

At the close of the work, refreshments were served .and some time spent in 
asking questions about the use of different words and instruction given on 
points at issue. 

On March 8th, I visited Tremont Lodge, No. 77, at South West Harbor. 
The lodge did not have any work and at my request the work of the M. M. 
degree was exemplified. The members all seem to be interes ted but they 
are not quite up on the ritual. I had hoped to visit this lodge earlier but 
was unable to, but shall try and visit them again soon, and go over parts of 
the ritual with them. Their records are well kept and their dues well col
lecteci, there being but a small amount uncollected. 

On March 28th, I visited Lygonia Lodge, No. 40, at Ellsworth, and had 
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the pleasu re of seeing the M. M. degree conferred on three ca ndidates, the 
work being clone in a very commendable and praiseworthy manner. Wor. 

Bro. PAJ!KER is an exceptionally fine ritualist, mak ing the lectures very im

pressive and instrnctive. The officers are a ll well qual ified and have 

attained a very high degree of proficiency in the work. On this occasion 

th ere was quite a number of visiting brethren present a nd a la rge number 

of their own members, in all about one hundred. After the work, were

p<tired to the G. A. R. Hall, where a splendid banquet was servE'd , after 

whi ch so me time was spent in speeci.J-making a ncl. social enjoy ment, :tnd at 

a late hour we adjourned, all agreeing that it had been one of the most pleasant 

evenings of their masonic life. The recordf\ are in fine shape and the dues 

are promptly collected. 

I had arranged to meet with Esote1 ic Lodge, also of Ellsworth, on the 29th, 
I 

but was surldenly called away to attend a fun eral, and so was obliged to 

defer my visit until a later day, but l ~aw W. M. Bro. A. K. CusHMAN and 

also Bro. T . E. HALE, Secretary of the lodgP., and exam in ed the books, 

which I found to be in excellent shape and wi th but a small a mount of dues 

uncollected . I have seen several of tl!e officers of this loJge work and know 

that they have a good working lodge and are having a good amount of work. 

I shall visit them in ti.Je near future. 

On January 23d, I attended the Grand Lecturer 's convent ion.at El lsworth , 

where I met nearly all of tl!e D. D. G. M. 's of the district. Tl!e convention 

was well attended, and was very instructive. In the evE> ning the work of 
the M . i\I. degree was exemplified by a lodge composed of officers from 

the two lodges in Ellsworth . Th e Apollo Quartet of Bangor furnished 

music in the evening, and I think the day was a very profi table one to a ll 

who attended. 
I called a convention of the lodges in my distr ict to meet with Bar Harbor 

Lodge on .February 22d, for instruction and improvement in the work. We 

bad expected two hundred or more of the brethren on t his occasion, but the 

traveling was very bard and the weather in the morning gave inrlicalions that 

a storm was near at hand, which early in the afternoon burst upon us in all 

its fury . 
At 2 o'c lock P . M., the convention was called to order by the D. D. G. 

M. and Bro. 13. L. HADLEY was appointed Sl:lcretary of the convention. 

After a few words of welcome by the IJ. D. G. M., Winter Harb01:, No. 192, 

of Winter Harbor, A. E. s~rALL, Wor. Master, was called upon to exenJ

plify the work of the Entered A pprentice degree. Bro. SMA J.L allll his 

corps of officers assurueri the statious and opened a lodge of Entered Appren

tices and performed the work in a very satisfactory manner. An )ppor

tunity was given for discussion, quest ions were asked aud instruction given 
on different points and corrections made when necessary. Mount Desert 
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Lodge, No. 140, M. L. ALLKN, Wor. Master, was tben called upon to ex· 
emplify the work of the Fellow Craft degree. Bro. ALLEN and his officers 
then assumed the stations and opened a lodge of Fellow Crafts and exempli
fied the work in a manner that reflected much credit upon them. Questions 
were asked and corrections made as in the previous degree, and at G P. M. 

the craft were caliecl. from labor to refreshment, and we repaired to G. A. R. 
Hall, where a fine banquet had been prepared by Harmony Chapter, 0. E. S., 
during which excellent music was furnished by the Bar Harbor Band. At 
8 P. M. the craft were called from refreshment to labor, and as this was the 
regular meeting night of Bar Harbor Lodge, they having an actual candi
date in readiness, this lodge, EBEN K. WHITTAKER, Wor. Master, assumed 
their respective stations, and conferred the M. M. degree on Bro. DANA B. 
KEITH. This was the second time ·wor. Master WHITTAKER, had con
ferred tbis degree, but the work was well done, all the officers taking their 
parts i;1 a very creditable manner. After the work, corrections were made 
and instructions given on points at issue. Refreshments were then served, 
and an hour spent in speech making and remarks for the good of the Order. 
Seven of the nine lodges in the district were represented, and nine lodges 
outside the district, making sixteen in all, and a total of one hundred ancl. 
seventy-six brethren. The convention was declared a success, and a com
mittee was appointed to make arrangements to make the organization per
manent. A vote of thanks was extended to Bar Harbor Lodge for the right 
royal manner in which it had entertained its visitors, and the convention 
was then closed . . 

In conclusion, Most Worshipful, I wish to thank you for the honor con
ferred u~,:on me by my appointment to this office, and also the officers and 
brethren of the several lodges for their every kindness and courtesy. 

Fraternally submitted, 
CHARLES F. PAINE, D. D. G. M. 21st M.D. 

Bar Harbor, Apri l 3, 1900. 

TWENTY-SECOND DISTRICT. 

To M. W. WINFIELD S. CHOATE, 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Maine. 

I have the honor to submit my first annual report as D. D. G. M. of the 
Twenty-second Masonic District for your consideration. 

The appointment as D. D. G. M. of this district coming to me as it did as 
a complete surprise, and a business engagement having prevented my attend
ance on the Grand Lodge, I was installed g,t Madison by R. W. GRANVILLE 
D. PimKINS, D. D. G. M. of the Thirteenth Masonic District. 

8 G, L. 
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Previous to my installation two requests claimed my attention, both of 

which I referred to you. The first was from Meridian Lodge, of Pittsfield, 

asking a dispensation for a public procession and church service on St. 

John's Day. I attended the service and listened to an eloquent sermon by 

·Bro. CooNs, presenting the grand fraternal principles which underlie our 
order. A banquet, procession and lodge service followed . The second was 

from the same lodge for a dispensation to occupy Odd Fellows Hall in that 

village for masonic purposes while tboir own was being thomughly rebuilt . 

They informed me that it was your wish that I should personally inspect 

Odd Fellows Hall, which I did on .July 15th. I found the hall very con

venient and its use by them perfectly safe and proper. 

October 14th, by invitation, I installed the officers of Parian Lodge, of 

Corinna, assisted by R. W. N. R. PACKARD. The ceremony was semi-public, 

and their hall crowded. A banquet at Eagle Hall pleasantly concluded the 

evening. 

January 4th, I granted a dispensation to Pacific Lodge, of Exeter, to pub

licly install their officers, at Stetson, but much to my regret, was unable to 
· be present. 

January 14th, by request, I installed the officers of Meridian Splendor 

Lodge, of Newport, assisted by P. M. ERNEST S. PLUMMER. The ceremony 

was public to the Order of the Eastern Star, which lodge was present, and 

also installed officers the same evening. Refrashments and a social hour 

followed. 
January 16th, attended the lodge of instruction held at Pittsfield, by 

M. W. FRANK E. SLEEPER, Grand Lecturer. This being the first lodge of 
the kind ever held in my own district, I was particulary anxious that it 

should be a success. Nor was I disappointed. I consider these lodges of 

very great value to the craft. I wish it could be found feasible to bold them 

earlier in the year, that the Deputies might have the benefit of them before 

visiting their lodges. Right here Jet me acknowledge the special kindness 

of Bro. SLEEPER on that occa~ion. 

In the evening, Meridian Splendor Lodge held .a communication and con
ferred the M. M. degree. I suppose the presence of the Grand Lecturer, 

so many D. D. G. Masters and other prominent masons, acting as critics 

even in a friendly way, served to embarrass W. M. Lwuv and some of 

the other officers, for, as a matter of fact, their work that night was not up 

to their usual high mark. We, however, appreciated their kindness in work

ing for our benefit as also their cordial welcome and generous banquet. 

January 19th, attended the dedication of tho Masonic Hall of Meridian 
Lodge, at Pittsfield. The services, conducted by the officers of the Grand 

Lodge, were very impressive, and will, I doubt not, bear fruit. Banquet waR 

served at the Lancey House, and a fine evening programme followed. As 
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the electrics failed, there was, for a few moments, a general rlesire for more 
light, which was, happily, soon supplied. This hall is a gem. I consider it 
one of the best, if not the best, in the State outside of the large cities. 

February 2Eth, attended a meeting of Plymouth Lodge, called to confer 
the M. M. degree. There was a good attendance and interest. Bro. Louo 
makes an excellent Master, and Bro. CoNDON is faithful with his records. 

March 1st, went to East Dixmont to meet the brethren of Archon Lodge, 
by appointment, but the blizzard utterly preYented a meeting. Next day 
the storm was, if anything, worse. I had a very pleasant chat with W. JH. 

TuuRLOUGH and several of the brethren. Their experienced Secretary, Bro. 
B. F. PoRTER, brought in his books for inspection. Needless to say, they 
were correct. 

March lOth, visited Parian Lodge, of Corinna. The M. M. rlegree was 
given to two candidates, Parian Lodge working one, and the officers of 
Pacific Lodge, by invitation, the other. This lodge, under W. M. JoNES, 
ma.intains its reputation for good work. Records of Bro. NuTTER all right. 

March 13th, iu company with P. M. FRED LucAs, I visited Cambridge 
Lodge. Found the attendance small. Work in the E. A. degree was ex
emplified in a creditable manner. W. M. RING is well fitted for his posi
tion, and the records are correctly kept by Bro. LABREE. I wish this lodge 
could be assisted or encouraged in some way, for they are a little band of 
faithful masons struggling for the life of their lodge. 

March 14th, attended a regular meeting of Pacific Lodge, of Exeter. 
Most of the members of this lodge live at some distance from their hall, 
many of them in the adjoining towns of Stetson and Garland. This causes 
some effort on their part to attend the meetings, which they seem to enjoy 
all the more for that reason. Work in the M. M. degree was exemplified, 
the brethren freely questioning as the work progressed. As might be ex
pected, they are a good working lodge, and the records, in the experienced 
hands of Bro. KNIGHT, are well kept. A banquet pleasantly closed the ex
ercises. The hot.el being temporarily closed, I was most hospitably enter
tained by W. M. RIDI.ON at his pleasant home in Stetson. 

March 15th, met the brethren of Meridian Splendor Lodge, of Newport, 
in a regular communication. On account of a large meeting of Odd Fel
lows at Corinna, the attendance was smaller than would otherwise have been 
the case. Work in E . A. degree was exemplified. W. M. STEWART has 
only been in the chair since January, but is rapidly acquiring the necessary 
experience. Records, in the bands of Bro. SMITH, in almost perfect order. 
For some reason they have had no initiates for the past year. 

Corinthian being my home lodge, and I being so often in attendance there, 
I did not deem it necessary to visit officially, but did so August 19th, by 
special request of W. M. VARNEY, as the lodge had no official visit during 
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his year in the chair. Bro. VARNEY was an exceptionally faithful and con
scientious Master, but makes the mistake of undervaluing his own work, 
which was of a high order. Records, in the hands of Bro. LINN, are neat 
and correct. Last month I had the pleasure of seeing the same lorlge, unrler 
its new officers (Bro. LINN BLANCHARD, W. M. ), confer the F. C. degree on 
two candidates, and was surprised at the proficiency they had attained in 
so short a time. 

The year's work is ended. I have the satisfaction of believing that I l!ave 
tried to do my duty, and that the lodges of the Tweuty-second ' District have 
been harmonious, prosperous and happy. I have had the pleasure of meet
ing the brethren of every lodge, witnessing their really good work, install
ing their officers when requested so to do, and enjoying their generous hos
pitality, and I am more than ever impressed with the belief that oqrs is not 
only the oldest but the strongest and best order in existence, and that its 
members, if true to its teachings, will in generous manhood never be called 
to take second place. 

In conclusion, Most Worshipful, I desire to extend my sincere thanks to 
the officers and brethren of the several lodges for their uniform courtesy 
anrl kindness, and to you for the honor of my appointment. 

Fraternally submitted, 

MILTON L. MERRILL, D. D. G. M. 22d M. D 

St. Albans, April 2, 1900. 

TWENTY-THIRD DISTRICT. 

To M. W. WINFIELD S. CHOA'rE, 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Maine . 

I have the honor to submit my report as District Deputy Grand Master 
for the Twenty-third District. 

In January I visited the convention held at Biddeford, presided over by 
Grand Lecturer FRANK E. SLEKPER, which was a very interesting meeting. 
I had notified every lodge in this district of the meeting, but only two 
lodges were represented: Freedom, of Limerick, and Springvale, of :Spring. 
vale. 

February 5th, I visited Buxton Lodge, No. 115, and .Publicly installed its 
officers. They have had no work for the year, but their interest docs not. 
flag. It is one of the largest and strongest lodges in the district; its records, 
under the care of W. Bro. CYRIL P. HARMON, as finely and correctly kept 
as ever, and its finances, in charge of Bro. JoHN BERRYMAN, are sufficient 
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guaranty that it will continue to be strong, and that quality rather than 
quantity will be its watchword. 

:February 14th, I visited Freedom Lodge, No. 42, by request, and installed 
its officers, I again visited them April 11th, and witnessed work in the 
E. A. and M. M. degrees, which was creditably done. The officers and 
members are taking a lively interest in the lodge, and are doing all in their 
power to make it one of the best and most progressive lodges in the district. 

March 14th, I visited Day Spring Lodge, No. 107, at West Newfield, 
where work in the E. A. degree was exemplified in a most excellent manner. 
P. D. D. G. M. AI Q. MITCHELL is in the East, and he and his officers are 
to be congratulated upon having so fine a working lodge, the ritualistic and 
floor work being of the finest. Bro. GEORGE A. HANNAFORD is still in charge 
of the records, which is a guaranty of their correctness. 

April lOth, I visited Adoniram Lodge, No. 27, at Limington, where they 
worked the E. A. degree in a fine manner, although the Master was unable 
to bB present. This is the oldest lodge in the twenty-third, having been 
chartered in 1R18. The hall is one in which they have always held their 
meetings, and the furniture the same first used. One of the most interest
ing features was the chart, a pen and ink drawing by Squire Mc ARTHUR, 
a charter member, and by him presented to the lodge. W. Bro. HARDY H. 
Mc KENNEY still continues as Secretary, which shows that Adoniram will 
insist that so good and faithful an official should retain so important an 
office. 

April 20th, I visited Drummond Lodge, No. 118, at Parsonsfield, where 
two candidates were passed to the F. C. degree. Owing to very bad travel
ing and much sickness in that jurisdiction, there was not so full an attend
ance as could be wished, the Master, Senior Warden anrl Secretary being 
absent, and taking that fact into consideration, the work was well done. 
W. Bro. ALBERT R. LEAVITT being absent, I could not inspect his records, 
but I have no doubt that he still continues to do that good work in that 
office for which he bas been so many times complimented. 

Preble Lorlge, No. 143, my home lodge, I have visited as often as possi
ble; they have had a goodly lot of work anrl have as usual done it well. 
April 4th, they worked the M. M. degree on two candidates in a manner 
that spoke well for their zeal. All the members are much interested, and 
the same spirit of brotherly love that has actuated them so many years pre
vails. W. Bro. LECKENBY still bas charge of the records, which are models 
of correc•ness and. beauty. 

I had intended visiting every lorlge, but as some of them made dates for 
the same evening, and the time was so limited, I was obliged to senu W. 
Bro. CALVERT LONGBOTTOli to Springvale, No. 190, at Springvale, and Fra
ternal, No. 55, at Alfred. He reports a splendid time and most excellent 
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work. Springvale Lodge is one of the largest and best working lodges in 
the district, and its members very zealous. With P. D. D. G. Masters 
OGDEN and DExTER taking a lively interest in ils welfare, it goes without 
saying that they will continue to do good work, thrive and prosper. 

Fraternal Lodge, I am glad to say, has got out of the rut and is doing con
siderable and good work. Bro. J. M. AKERS, for many years its very efficient 
Secretary, is now Treasurer, and Bro. FRED SHERMAN, an active mason, has 
succeeded to the office of Secretary. 

In conclusion, Most Worshipful, I desire to thank you for the honor con
ferred upon me, also the brethren of the lodges that I have visited for the 
brotherly love and kincl.ness shown me. In almost every instance fine ban
quets have been given and then an hour of social cbat or music and recita
tion. They are one and all deeply interested in their respective lodges and 
anxious to gain all the knowledge possible. The financial condition of all 
the lodges is excellent, without exception, the balance being on the right side 
of the ledger. 

Fraternally submitted, 
FRANK WILSON, D. D. G. M. 23d M. D. 

Sanford Me., April 23, 1900. 

TWENTY- FOURTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. WINFIELD S. CHoATE, 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Maine. 

I hav!l the honor to submit my second annual report as D. D. G. M. nf 
the Twenty-fourth Masomc District. 

I have visited all the lodges in the district (with the exception of Cumber
land) once officially, and several of them unofficially, the most important 
occasion being upon the invitation of Tyrian Lodge, of Mechanic Falls, to 
Tranquil and Cumberland Lodges. 

The attendance was large, with a good delegation from each of the visiting 
lodges. The work was the Master Mason's degree, ancl. was finely done: 
at the close an elaborate banquet was served in Murray Hall. 

My first official act was to install the officers of Cumberland Lodge on 
December 9, 1899, upon the request of Wor. Bro. LORING, the retiring 
Master, and assisted by Wor. Bro. HENRY W. LoRING as Marshal, and Wor. 
Bro. JoHN D. ANDERSON as Chaplain. 

The evening of December 16th, accompanied by Wor. :FRANK W. WINTER, 
Master of Cumberland Lodge, No. 12, visited Nezinscot Lodge, No. 101, at 
Tumer. Having no work, the third degree was exemplified in a generally 
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COL'ftlCt manner, and in many respects worthy of imitation. But few cor
rections were necessary. The records are still in the hands of Wor. Bro. 
SETH D. ANDREWS who has served the lodge thirty years in that capacity. 
Financial condition good. 

January 9, 1900, attended the masonic convention at Biddeford, and 
noticed a great improvement over last year's work; not so many corrections 

needed. 

January lOth, was present at the annual communicatiou of Tranquil Lodge, 
No. 29, at Auburn, by request of Wor. ALBERT E. VERRILL, Master, and 
witnessed the conferring of the Master Mason's degree upon two candidates, 
which was done in a very impressive manner and the ritual closely followed. 
There was a very large attendance of the brethren, a local newspaper giving 
it as three hundred. The records need no comment, as they are still in 
charge of Bro. JAMES F. ATwooD. The finances are in good shape and 
steadily gaining .. . I had the pleasure of the company on the visit of Bro. 
NEwELL P. HASKELL, Senior Warden of Cumberland Lodge. 

January 22d, was present at a special communication of Ashlar Lodge, 
No. 105, Lewiston, by invitation of Wor. EDWARDS. STETSON, and saw the 
third degree conferred upon two candidates in a generally correct form. The 
second section upon one by Bro. LEWIS V. WrNSmP; S. W. (Wor. Master 
elect), and the lecture by Bro. RoLAND L. WooDnunv, J. W. (S. W. elect), 
in a very nearly perfect rendering of the ritual. The attendance fully 
equalled, if it did uot exceed, that of Tranquil Lodge. The music by Ashlar 
Quartet was fine and impressive. Records, in care of Wor. FRED I. MoR
RLLL, are neat and accurate, dues well collected, and financial condition 
solid. 

January 26th, by invitation of Wor. FRED A. RICHARDSON, I attended 
a special communication of Webster Lodge, No. 164, at Sabattus, and wit
nessed work in the Entered Apprentice degree. It being a very inclement 
night, there was not the usual attendance, and several of the offices had to 
be tilled from the non .. workers, nevertheless the degree was well conferred 
and all performed their several parts with credit to themselves. The records 
are still in the hands of R. W. ,JuDSON BANGS, and are in good shape, with 
dues well collected, debts all paid, and a comfortable surplus in the treas
ury. 

February 8th, attended the stated communication of Tyrian Lodge, No. 
73, at Mechanic Falls, by appointment with Worshipful MAURICE C. B. 
PntNCE, Master. The work of the evening was the Entered Apprentice 
degree, and considering that it was the first work done by the new officers, 
was well done, and every appearance would indicate that the lodge was in 
good hands. I had the pleasure of the company of Bro. CYRUS S. WITti.ut, 
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Junior Warden of Cgmberland Lodge, on this visit. The records remain in 
the care of Bro. LEWIN JEFFERIES and are all right. Financial condition 
good. 

February 14th, by invitation of Wor. WILLIAU B. SKELTON, Master of 
Rabboni Lodge, No. 150, at Lewiston, made an official visit at a special 
communication called for the purpose of conferriug the Master Mason's 
degree upon three candidates. The attendance was large, and the work 
was well performed. Wor. Bro. SKELTON presides with grace and ability, 
and is well supported by his officers. Wor. LEWIS V. WINSHIP, Master of 
Ashlar Lodge, conferred the second section upon one candidate in a very 
correct manner. The records, still in charge of Bro. GEORGE F. TuRNER, 
are very neat, and show a good average attendance, dues well collected, and 
finances in good shape. 

March 12th, made an official visit to Ancient Brothers' Lodge, No. 178, 
at Auburn, at a special communication called for the purpose of conferring 
the Master Mason's degree npon two candidates. The work wa.~ finely 
rendered in every part. The Wor. Master, Bro. JoHN R. WEBBER, fully 
sustained my idea of the perfect Master, in correct ritualism, diction and 
impressiveness. All the other officers appeared interested, and severally 
performed their parts in a highly creditable manner. The records remain 
in the care of Bro. FOREST E. L unDEN, and are in good form, showing a 
fair average attendance of members during the year. The finances are in 
an improved condition, and show a balance upon the right side of the ledger. 

I have not visited Cumberland Lodge, No. 12, officially, but have been 
present at nearly all of the meetings, and offered such suggestions from ti me 
to time as ~eemed needed. The Wor. Master, Bro. FRANK W. WtNT om, is 
well equipped for the business and work of the lodge, and, supported by an 
intelligent set of working officers, does work that will compare creditably 
with the average of the district. The lodge bas been prosperous during the 
past year, having done more than the usual quantity of work. The calls 
for charity have been larger than for several years, but upon the whole the 
financial condition is improving. Records in fair conrlition, dnes well col
lected. 

In the abstract of returns in the district 61 have been initiated, 20 have 
died, 6 dimitted, 16 suspended N. P. D., 1 re-instated, and 12 have affiliated 
from other lodges. The present membership of the lodges in the district is 
1,286 ; Grand Lodge dues at 20 cents, $257.20; 61 initiations at 1!13.00, $ 122.00; 
total Grand Lodge dues $379.20. 

In conclusion, M. W., I wish to express my most sincere thanks to the 
several lodges in the Twenty-fourth Masonic District for the uniform cour
tesy and kinrlness with which I have been received as your representative. 
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The inner man has been abundantly provided for, and the social occasions 
much enjoyed. 

Hoping that all the lodges may continue as prosperous and united in the 
future as in the past, and thanking you, Most Worshipful, for the honor of 
my appointment, I remain 

Yours fraternally, 
GEORGE H. GODING, D. D. G. M. 24th M.D. 

Lewiston Junction, April 14, 1900. 

TWENTY- FIFTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. WINFir;Lo S. CnoATE, 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Maine. 

I have the honor herewith to submit my annual report as D. D. G. M. of 
the Twenty-fifth Masonic District. 

March 7th, I officially visited Monument Lodge, No. 96, at Houlton. This 
lodge being my masonic home I attend most of its meetings. On the above 
occasion work was done in theM. M. degree in a fairly creditable manner; 
the floor movements were exceerlingly well executed; some corrections and 
suggestions were found necessary and duly made. 

On March 21st, I again visited Monument Lodge, and installerl the offi
cers elected for the ensuing year. This lodge is in good conrlition, and 
steadily increasing in membership. Records are correctly and neatly kept 
by Bro. STE'rSON, and dues well collected. A history of· Monument Lodge 
is now being prepared by P. M. Bro. CIIAS. P. TENNEY and Bro. CIIAS. E. 
F. STET~ON, Secretary, which, when completed, will be of great interest anrl 
value. 

On March 14th, I had an appointment with Aroostook Lodges, No. 197, at 
Blaine, and started to fulfill the same, but on arr iving at Monticello found the 
road blocked by a wrecked freight train, which made it necessary for me to 
return home as it would be impossible for me to get through that night. I 
have, however, visited Aroostook Lodge on two occasions previously, and from 
Secretary Bro. JNo. M. RAMSEY have learned that they are in good condition 
and prosperous. 

On March 28th, I visited Molunkus Lorlge No. 165, at Sherman Mills. 
As no candidate was available, the evening was devoted to the ritual, 
thoroughly going through the E. A., and F. C. degrees; they have, however, 
two candidates ready for theM. M. degree, but circumstances over which they 
had no control prevented either from being present. More interest on the 
part of the members of this lodge and a better collection of dues would put 
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the lodge in a more flourishing condition. Bearing in mind the fact that 
the membership is small and scattered, yet if each member wonlrl make a 
special effort to be present at its meetings better results might be obtained. 

On March 29th, I attended the dedication of the new hall of Katahdin 
Lodge, No. 98, at Patten, and on the 30th I attended a special meeting of 
the same lodge, and witnessed work in the F. C. degree, and will say that I 
never saw that degree worked any better. As you know, Katahdin Lodge 
has just completed new and beautiful quarters, in which they take a just 
pride, and I predict for them a most prosperous future. 

In conclusion, Most Worshipful, I would say that the present indications 
point to a very prosperous future in the Twenty-fifth District. 

Thanking you for the honor of my appointment, and the brethren for 
many kindnesses extended, I am 

Yours respectfully and fraternally, 

J. FRANK BRYSON, D. D. G. M. 25th M. D. 

Houlton, Me., April 20, HlOO. 
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ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE 

~rustees of tbe <Ibarit~ jfun~. 

MASONIC HALL, PoRTLAND, 

TuESDAY, May r, r9oo. 

The Trustees met in the Grand Master's office at 5 P. M. 

Present- vVINFIELD S. CHOATE, President, 

ALFRED S. KIMBALL, 

WILLIAM J. BURNHAM, 

STEPHEN BERRY, Secretary, 

FRANK E. SLEEPER, 

A. M . WETHERBEE, 

CHARLES I. CoLLAMORE, 

FESSENDEN I. DAY, 

EDWARD P. BuRNHAM, 

ARCHIE L. TALBOT. 

Various brethren were heard in regard to applications. 

The Secretary presented ninety-one applications for aid, with a 

schedule of the same, which were referred to a committee of two. 

The Grand Treasurer presented h is annual report, as follows : 

To the Trustees of the Charity Fund of the Orand Lodge. 

The subscriber reports, in brief, the transactions of his office for the past 

year, as follows: 



124 Proceedings of the [May, 

RECEIPTS . 

Balance as per last report, . . . .. $1,343.42 

Income from investments, . ...... . ..... . .. .. ......... .. ....... 1,697.55 

Unexpended balance returned by the Grand Master,... . . . . . . . . . . 170.00 

$3,210.97 

DISBURSEMENTS . 

l'aid to beneficiaries, . ......... . ....... . . ........... . .... . . . .. $1,348.00 
Added to Savings Banks investments, .. . ......... . .. . ......... . 
Paid for rent of safe, . . . . . ....... . .. ... .. .... . ..... .. . ... . .. . 

434.51 

10.00 

Cash to new account, . .... .... . ... .. ..... . . . .... . ...... . ...... 1,418.46 

The Charity Fund consists of-
Par Value 

25 shares Canal National Bank Stock, .... ..... . $ 2,500 00 

37 shares Casco National Bank Stock, . . . . . . . . . . 3, 700.00 

14 shares First National Bank Stock, ........... . 
11 shares National Traders Bank Stock, ...... . . 
10 shares Merchauts Natioual Bank Stock, ..... . 
20 shares Westbrook Trust Company, .... . .... . 
10 shares C. B. and Q. R. R. Stock, ........... . 

1 City of Portland bond, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
1 Town of Brunswick bond, .. . .......... .... . 
1 City of Saco bond, .............. . . . ..... .. . 
1 Monsam Water Company bond, . .. ....... . . . 
2 Rockland Water Company bonds, .... .... . .. . 
2 Union Eler.tric Company bonds, .. . . .... . . .. . 
1 Denver City Tramway Company bond, .. .... . 
1 Mnucie Water Company bond, ..... . ...... . . 
1 Maine Central R. R. bond, .... . . ... .. .... . .. 
2 Kennebec Light & Heat Co. bonds, . . ... .... . 

Cash deposited in-

Maine Savings Bank, . ..... . . ........ .... . ... . . 
Portland Savings Bank, . . .... . .. ... . .. . . . . . .. . 
Au~nsta Savings Bank,. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. ... .. 
Skowhegan Savings Bank, . . . .. . .. . ...... . ... . 
Waterville Sav ings Bank, ....... . ...... . . . . . . .. 
Wiscasset Savings Bauk, . . . . ............... .. . 
Saco & Biddeford Savings Institution, ........ . . 
Bath Savin~s Institution , . . .... ........... .... . 

1,400.00 
1,100.00 

750.00 

2,000.00 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

500.00 
500.00 

1,500.00 

I ,000.00 

500.00 

500.00 

500.00 

1,000.00 

2.220.62 
2,246. 76 

586.24 

574. 34 
581. !)2 

591.62 

2,134.04 

585.80 

$3,2 10.97 

s 
[n come. 

125 .00 

2!l6.00 

84.00 
66.GO 

uo.oo r 
120.00 

JIO.OO 

60.00 

10.00 

20.00 
25.00 

7ii.OO 

00.00 

20.63 

30.00 

35.00 

50.00 

78.38 
79.32 

20.68 

17. 35 

20.53 

23.88 

80.76 

20.65 
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Brunswick Savings Institution, .... . . . . . . . . . .. . 

Gardiner Savings Institution, ........ ........ . . 

Portland National Bank, . ...... . ............ .. 

llespectfully submitted, 

588.72 

580.07 

1,165.88 

$32,306.01 

17.77 

20.47 

41.13 

::;11 ,697. 55 

MAllQUIS F. KING, Grand Treasurer. 

PORTLAND, April 28, 1899. 

Tbis certifies tuat we have this day examined the securities mentioned in 

the f0regoin~ list and find them to be as stated and on deposit in the safe of 

the Union Safe Deposit & Trust Co. of Portland. 

Report accepted. 

EDWAllD P. BURNHAM, 

ALBRO E. CHASE. 

Adjourned until 5:3o Wednesday afternoon. 

WEDNESDAY, May 2, rgoo. 

Met at s:30 P. M., in the Grand Master's office. 

Present-WINFIELD S. CHOATE, President, 

ALFRED S. KIMBALL, 

WILLIAM }. BURNHAM, 

STEPHEN BERRY, Secretary , 

FRANK E. SLEEPER, 

A. M . WETHERBEE, 

CHAS. I. CoLLAMORE, 

ARCHIE L. TALBOT. 

The Committee on Applications for Aid reported a schedule, 

which was accepted. 

Voted, That one represent seven dollars. 

Voted, That $1,355 be appropriated to pay the schedule. 

Voted, That the bond of the Grand Treasurer for SlO,OOO be approved 

and placed in the charge of the Secretary. 

Adjourned sine die. 

Attest: STEPHEN BERRY, Secretary. 
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Regulations of 
Grand 

the Charity Fund 
Lodge of Maine. 

ARTICLE I. 

The fund is •tpplicable to the following cases, viz : 

of the 

First, to poor and worthy members of lodges under this jurisdiction, in 
cases where the funds of their own lodges are not adequat.e to the exigency 
of the case. 

Secondly, to poor and worthy masons resident in this state, not members 
of any subord inate lodge, and bemg in circumstances to render such mem
bership not a masonic duty. 

Th irdly, to poor and worthy masons beir.g sojoumers in this state. 
Fourthly, to other cases of distress. 

ARTICLE II. 

The widows and orphans of deceased masons are to be relieved as the 
husband or parent would be upon tile principle stated in preceding article. 

ARTICLE III. 

Applications for relief are to be made to the Recording Grand Secretary, 
in writing, signed by the applicant, or some Master Mason in his behalf who 
is personally cognizant of his circumstances, stating t.he peculiar ci rcum
stances of the case, accompanied with a certificate from the Master of the 
lodge to which the applicant belongs, or of the nearest lodge, vouching for 
his masonic standing and his need of the relief prayed for. 

In Board of Trustees, Portland, May 5, 1858. 
Votetl, That every brother entrusted with funds be reqnirerl to take re· 

ceipts for the same, when paid, a!Hl forward said receipts forthwith to the 
Grand Treasurer. 

In Board of Trustees, Portland, May 8, 1862. 
Voted, That each Almoner be provided by the Grand Treasurer with one 

printed blank receipt for each person for whom such Almoner draws money 
from the Charity Fund, which receipts such Almoner is to cause to be 
signed by the beneficiaries respectively, and file the same with the Grand 
Treasurer. 

Voted, That no Almoner who fails to file with the Graud Treasurer are
ceipt from each person for whose benrfit money bas been appropriated by 
this Board for the full amount of such appropriation when the money bas 
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been drawn by such Almoner, shall be considered worthy to be entrusted 
with tile sacred office of Almoner for this Charity Fund. 

In Board of Trustees, Portland, May 4, 1871. 
Voted, That hereafter no application for relief be considered by the 

Trustees, unless made in writing, according to Article III of the Regula
tions of the Charity Fund. 

Voted, That the Secretary be directed to make a list of such applications, 
including all that come to his haurls up to Monday evening preceding the 
day of the Annual Communication; ar.d that all applications presented after 
that time be referred to the next annual meeting of the Trustees. 

Voted, That the Grand Secretary notify every lodge of this action, at 
least one month before the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge. 

In Board of Trustees, Portland, May 8, 1872. 
Re.9olved, That applications for relief from the Grand Charity Fund mu.~t 

state the amount expended in charity during tho past year, by the lodge 
· making such application, the names of recipients, and the condition of the 
finances of the lodge at last annual meeting, or such applications will not 
be considered by the Trustees. 

In Board of Trttstees, Portland, May 6, 1885. 
Voted, That hereafter all applications for relief, not seasonably presented 

in accordance with t.he rules and regulations adopted by the Boarrl of 
Trustees of the Charity Fund, be passed over. 

In Board of Trustees, Portland, May 5, 1886. 

Voted, That the Grand Secretary, when he sends his papers to the differ
ent lodges for their returns, issue a circular to each lodge, notifying them 
that appl ications to the Board of Trustees for relief must be made in accord
dance with the rnles of the Board of Trustees,-otherwise they will not be 
considered. 

In Board of Trustees, Portland, May 3, 1899. 
Voted, That whenever the Grand Treasurer has any money to invest, or 

consitlers any change should be made in the investments, it shall be neces
sary that such investments and re-investments shall first receive the written 
approval of the Granrl Master, Depnty Grand Master, Bro. EDWARD P . 
BPRNHAM, and the Grand Secretary, or either two of them. 

A true copy from the Record of Regulations and Votes. 

Attest: STEPHEN BERRY, Sec'y of Board of Trustees. 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

OF TilE 

£barity ~ rund~ of ~ tb~ ~ Orand ~ [Odgt 

-----1900.-----

WINFIELD S. CHOATE, Grand Master, 

ALFRED S. KIMBALL, Deputy Grand Master, 

}AMES E. PARSONS, Senior Grand Warden, 

JoHN H. McGoRRILL, Junior Grand Warden, 

STEPHEN BERRY, Rec. Grand Secretary, 

Ex-Officio. 

" 

" 

" 

FRANK E. SLEEPER, elected May 3, 1898, for three years. 

A. M. WETHERBEE, " " 3> " " " " 

CHARLES I. CoLLAMORE, " " 2, 1899> " " " 

FESSENDEN I. DAY, " " 2, " " " " 

EDWARD P. BURNHAM, " " I, 1900, " " 

ARCHIE L. TALBOT, " " I' " " " " 
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j me ned ments to eonsti tu tion. 

Adopted sinee Edition of 1893. 

SEc. 35· The clothing of a Grand Officer shall be as the 
Grand Lodge shall, from time to time, prescribe. Permanent 
members of the Grand Lodge shall wear the apron prescribed for 

Grand Officers. 

An officer of a lodge shall wear a blue velvet collar, a silver 

jewel, and white or figured apron. [ r8g6, p. 64.] 

6rand Lodge Clothing under the Foregoing Provision. 

Voted, That the clothing of the Grand Officers shall be as fol
"lows: 

The aprons of the Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master and 
Grand Wardens shall be of white lambskin, lined with purple, 
having the emblem of his office suitably embroidered on the 

edgings thereof, with purple edging and strings. 
The aprons of the other Grand Officers shall be of white lamb

skin, lined with purple, with purple strings and edging, 

That the jewels of the Grand Officers shall be as follows : 
That of the Grand Master, the Compasses extended to forty

five degrees, with the segment of a circle at the points and a gold 
or metal gilt plate included, on which is represented an eye, era
diated, with a triangle, also eradiated. 

That of the Deputy Grand Master, the Compasses and Square 

united with a five-pointed star in the centre. 
That of the Senior Grand Warden, the Level; Junior Grand 

Warden, the Plumb; The Grand Treasurer, a Key; Recording 
9 G. L. 
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Grand Secretary, Crossed Pens; Corresponding Grand Secretary, 
Crossed Pens; Grand Chaplain, Book with a Triangle; Grand 

Marshal, Crossed Rods; Grand Deacons, Dove and Olive Branch; 

Grand Stewards, Cornucopia; Grand Sword Bearer, Crossed 

Swords; Grand Standard Bearer, Banner; Grand Pursuivants, 

a Rod and Sword, crossed; Grand Organist, Lyre ; Grand Tyler' 

Sword. 
Each Past Grand Master, Past Deputy Grand Master and 

Past Grand Warden may be distinguished by the jewel prescribed 

for the office he has filled, with this difference, that such jewel 

shall be fixed within a circle or oval, of gold or metal gilt. It 

shall be worn over the left breast. 

The Collars of the Grand Officers shall be a purple velvet 

collar suitably embroidered. [r8g6, pp. 64 and 65.] 

SEc. 94· Every candidate must apply to the lodge in this sta~e 
nearest his residence, except that he must apply to a lodge in the 

town in which he resides, if one is located there. But when a 

municipality, or a part of one, is annexed to another under the 

law of the state, .the Grand Lodge may modify this rule in 

particular cases as it may deem wise. [r8g8, p. 65.] 

SEc. 85. Each lodge shall pay annually towards the support 

of the Grand Lodge twenty cents each for all of its members, 

including honorary members and those absent from the State, and 

two dollars for every candidate initiated. Each lodge shall be 

entitled to receive as many diplomas from the Grand Lodge as 

they make Master Masons. And no dues will be ren:itted, unless 

upon petition of the lodge and the report of a committee of the 

Grand Lodge thereon. [r8g8, p. 66.] 

SEc. g6. No candidate whose application may be rejected by a 

lodge, shall be initiated in any lodge under this jurisdiction other 

than the one which rejected him, except after five years 

from such rejection, unless the lodge recommend him to another 

lodge by a unanimous vote- the vote to be taken by the secret 

ballot; Pro11ided, lwwever, that if the candidate shall, at the end 

of five years from such rejection, be a resident within the jurisdic-
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tion of the rejecting lodge, consent shall be granted unless there 

are more than three negative ballots. And if any mason know

ingly assist, or recommend for initiation, to any lodge whatever, 

any candidate rejected as aforesaid, except as above provided, 

such mason shall be expelled from the Institution. [ 18g8, p. 66.] 

SEc. 25. The District Deputy Grand Masters shall visit the 

several lodges in their respective districts, once at least in every 

year; preside in the same, when present; and shall inspect their 

by-laws, records and mode of working; but if unable to visit any 

lodge, they may appoint some suitable brother to perform that 

duty. 

They shall communicate to the lodges all such edicts and regu

lations of the Grand Lodge, as may be received by them from the 

Recording Grand Secretary; shall receive and receipt for all dues 

to the Grand Lodge ; receive the returns of the lodges, and make 

their remarks thereon. 

They shall, on or before the first day of April in each year, 

make a report of their doings to the Grand Master; and they 

shall attend annually in the Grand Lodge; and they shall 

pay to the Grand Treasurer all moneys in their hands, or 

transmit the returns and money to the Grand Treasurer, on or 

before the fifteenth day of April. They shall be re-imbursed their 

expenses in visiting the lodges, their accounts being first exam

ined and passed by the Committee of Finance. 

Each District Deputy Grand Master, on receiving from the 

Grand Treasurer the jewel of his office, and the record of the 

district over which he is appointed, shall give a receipt to the 

Grand Treasurer, in substance as follows; viz ; 

" Whereas, I, --- ---, have been appointed and duly 

commissioned District Depu~ Grand Master for the --

Masonic District, and have received the collar and jewel apper

taining to said office, and the book of records of said district, I 

hereby promise to return the same at the expiration or revocation 

of my commission, to the Treasurer of the Grand Lodge of Maine; 
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and in default thereof, I promise to pay the Treasurer of said 

Grand Lodge the sum of fifty dollars." [1899, p. 243.] 

SEc. 12 7. No lodge shall form a public procession, funeral 
processions excepted, without permission from the Grand Master. 
And it is proper, as a mark of respect for the Chief Magistrate 
of the Nation or State, to permit lodges to appear in public either 
upon occasions of a public reception of him, or of public mourn

ing for his death. [18gg, p. 243.] 

SEC. 9 r. Every lodge must preserve one copy of the printed 
Proceedings jn the hall, and when a volume is completed should 

bind it for the use of the lodge. [I8gg, p. 245.] 

ADD TO SECTION I I 7. 

A brother suspended from membership for non-payment of clues 
will be restored by the payment or remission of the amount clue at 

the time of his suspension, at any time within five years thereafter: 
but after that time he can be restored only upon his application 
and a two-thirds vote of the lodge, after payment or remission of 
the amount in arrears . [I goo, p. 46.] 
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AMENDED SINC E EDITIO N OF CONSTITUTION , 1893. 

--------------+--------------

1. Resolved, That the Grand Treasurer pay to one delegate 

who shall be present on the first day of the annual communica

tion of the Grand Lodge, and (unless excused by the Grand Lodge 

on account of his own sickness or that of his family) attend dur

ing the session, for mileage such sum as is granted by the several 

railroads or steamboats to Portland from the station or landing 

place in the town where the lodge is located, together with such 

additional sum for stage fare from the place of location of the 

lodge to such station or landing place when such is paid; and 

two dollars for each day's actual attendance, not exceeding three 

clays, when the delegate is a member o~ the lodge he represents ; 

and the same mileage and per diem to District Deputy Grand 

Masters and all permanent members. When a lodge is repre

sented by more than one brother, the senior officer shall receive 

the mileage and per diem. [ r 9oo, p. 52.] 

19. The Grand Secretary shall notify each Grand Officer, 

elect or appointed, who has not been installed in the Grand 

Lodge, of his election or appointment and transmit to him an ab

stract of Section r o of the Constitution. 

[1894, p. 57, re-enacted.] 

32. Resoh;ed, That, when the hour arrives for the election of 

the officers of the Grand Lodge, as is provided in the Constitu

tion, the Grand Lodge shall go into an executive session for that 

purpose, and none but members of the Grand Lodge shall be 
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present without the consent of the M. W. Grand Master in each 

case. [1898, p·. 68. Amended 19oo, p. 49.] 

22. Repealed 1898, p. 68 . 

33· Voted, That the jurisdiction of Deering Lodge, No. 183, 
be, and remain until the further order of the Grand Lodge, as it 
was before the annexation of the City of Deering to the City of 

Portland. [1899 , p. 238 .] 

34· R esolved, That in the case of the death of a Grand Officer 
or Past Grand Officer, the M. W. Grand Master be authorized, in 
his discretion, to appoint a special committee to prepare a 
memorial and present the same to the Grand Lodge at its next 

session. [19oo, p. 52.] 
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$- List of Lodges by Districts. 

DISTR.ICT NO. I. 

District Deputy Grand Mas'ter-CYRUS W. H!lNDRIX, Caribou. 

72 l'ioneer, Ashland. 170 Caribou, Caribou. 
112 Eastern Frontier, Fort Fairfield. 193 Washburn, lVasl!bum. 
130 Trinity; Presque Isle. 

DISTR.ICT NO. :z. 

District Deputy Grand Master-ALFRED SMALL, Lubec. 

7 Eastern, Eastport. 
37 Washington, Lubec. 
46 St. Croix, Calais. 

78 Crescent, Pembroke. 
138 Lewy's Island, Princeton. 

DISTR.~CT NO. 3· 

I 35 

District Deputy Grand Master-DAVID W. CAMPBELL, Cherryfield. 

2 Warren, East Machias. 
88 N arraguagus, Cherruflelcl. 
91 Harwood, Machias. 

106 Tuscan, Addison Point. 

131 Lookout, Cutler. 
173 Pleiades, Millbridge. 
188 Jonesport, Jonesport. 

DISTR.ICT NO. 4. 

District Deputy Grand Master-THEODORE A. s~nrH, Sedgwick. 

4 Hancock, Castine. 
122 Marine, Deer Isle. 
128 Eggemoggin, Sedgwick. 
171 Naskeag, Brooklin. 

177 Hising ~tar, Penobscot. 
187 Ira Berry, Bluehill. 
195 Reliance, Stonington. 
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DISTRICT NO. 5. 

District Deputy Grand Master-HAROLD E. MoRRILL, Monson. 

39 Penobscot, Dexter. 
44 Piscataquis, Milo. 
52 Mosaic, Foxcroft. 

109 Mount Kineo, Guilford. 
124 Olive Branch, Charleston. 

149 Doric, Monson. 
163 Pleasant River, Brownville. 
168 Uomposite, La Grange. 
200 Columbia, Greenville. 

DISTRICT NO. 6. 

District Deputy Grand Master-FRED C. BARTON, Bradley. 

10 Rising Virtue, Bangor. 
60 Star in the East, Oldtown. 
65 Mystic, Hampden. 
66 Mechanics', Orono. 
69 Howard, Winterport. 

83 St. Andrew' s, Bangor. 
87 Benevolent, Carmel. 

137 Kenduskeag, Kenduskeag. 
147 Lynde, Hermon. 

DISTRICT NO. 7. 

District Deputy Grand Master-A DELBERT Mr LLETT, Searsmont. 

45 Central, China. 
58 Unity, Thorndike. 
85 Star in the West, Unity. 

102 Marsh River, Brooks. 

111 Liberty, Liberty. 
129 Quantabacook, Searsmont. 
146 Sebasticook, Clinton. 

DISTRICT NO. 8. 

District Deputy Grand Master- S. Auo usTus PARKER, Belfast. 

27 J>hamix, Belfast. 
62 King David's, Li ncolnville. 
68 Mariners', Searsport, 
89 Island, Islesboro'. 

119 Pownal, Stockton Springs. 
126 Timothy Chase, Belfast. 
151 Excelsior, Northport. 

DISTRICT NO. 9. 

District Deputy Grand Master-G. DuDr~EY Go uLD, Warren. 

6 Amity, Camden. 
15 Orient, Thomaston. 
16 St. George, Warren. 
31 Union, Union. 
50 Aurora, Rockland. 
79 Rockland, Rockland. 

82 St. Paul's, Rockport. 
84 Eureka, Tenant's Harbor. 

145 Moses Webster, Vinalhaven. 
184 Knox, South Thomaston. 
203 Mt. Olivet, Washington. 
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DISTRICT NO. I 0. 

District Deputy Grand Master--JonN H. Mc DouGAr.r., Boothbay Harbor. 

3 Lincol.n, Wiscasset. 
43 Alna, Damariscotta. 
61 King Solomon's, Waldoboro. 
74 Bristol, Bristol. 

103 Dresden, Dresden. 

135 Riverside, East Jefferson. 
144 Seaside, Boothbay Harbor. 
158 Anchor, South Bristol. 
196 Bay V iew, East Boothbay. 

DISTRICT NO. I I. 

District Deputy Grand Master-TnO)lAS H. BooGE, Augusta. 

5 Kennebec, Jiallowell . 
25 Temple, Winth1·op . 
32 Hermon, Gardiner. 
35 Bethlehem, Augusta. 

41 Morning Star, Litchfield Corners. 
10-! Dirigo, Weeks' MWs. 
110 Monmouth, Monmouth . 
141 Augusta, Ll. ugusta. 

DISTRICT NO. 12. 

District Deputy Grand Master-JAMES II. WrTH EREr.L, Oakland. 

33 Waterville, Wate1·vil!e. 
48 Ln.fayette, R~ad.fieltl . 

53 Rural, Sidney. 
54 Vassalboro, North Vassalboro . 

99 Vernon Valley, Mt. Vernon. 
11 8 1:essalonskee, Oakland. 
133 Asylum, rVayne. 
166 Negnemkeag, Yassalboro. 

DISTRICT NO. 13. 

District Deputy Grand Master-GnANVILL E D. PEIUUN!', Madison. 

28 Northern Star, North Ll.nsort· 
34 Somerset, Skowhegan. 
80 Keystone, Solon. 
92 Siloam, Fairfield. 

116 Lebanon, Norridgewock. 
161 Carrabassett, Canaan. 
194 Euclid, Madison. 
199 Bingham, Bingham. 

DISTRICT NO. 14. 

District Deputy Grand Master-PEREZ S. B un R, Freeport. 

8 Un ited , Brunswick. 
14 Solar, Bath. 
23 Freeport, Freeport. 
26 Village, Bowdoinham. 

63 l{ichmond, Richmond. 
114 Polar Star, Bath. 
121 Acacia, Durham. 
155 Ancient York, Lisbon Falls. 
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DISTRICT NO. 15. 

District Deputy Grand Master-FRED RAYMOND, Livermore Falls. 

20 Maine, Farmington. 156 Wilton, Wilton. 

21 Oriental Star, Livermore Falls. 167 Whitney, Canton. 

67 Blue Mountain, Phillips. 191 Davis, Strong. 

123 Franklin, New Sharon. 202 Mount Bigelow, Flagstaff: 

154 Mystic Tie, Welcl. u. D. Mount Abram, Kinafielcl. 

DISTRICT NO. 16. 

District Deputy Grand Master-JosEPH W. SmrsoN, Rumford Falls. 

18 Oxford, Norway. 
30 Blazing Star, Rumjorcl Falls . 
57 King Hiram, Dix.fielcl. 
94 Paris, South Paris. 
97 Bethel, Bethel. 

100 Jefferson, Bryant's Poncl. 
147 Evening Star, Buckfield. 
152 Crooked River, Bolster's Mills . 
182 Gran ite, West Paris. 

DISTRICT NO. 17. 

District Deputy Grand Master-ALBERT H. Buuuouor-rs, Westbrook. 

1 Portland, Portland. 
17 Ancient Land-Mark, Pu1·tlancl. 
36 Casco, Ya1·mouth. 
!38 Harmony, Gorham. 
70 Standish, Stanclish. 
81 Atlantic, Portland. 

86 Temple, Westbrook. 
127 Presumpscot, North Windham. 
180 Hiram, South Portlancl. 
183 Deering, Portland. 
186 Warren Phillips, Cwnb'd Mills. 

DISTRICT NO. 18. 

District Deputy Grand Master-ToBrAs L. EASTMAN, Fryeburg. 

11 Pythagorean, Fryeburg. 

1!3 Oriental, Briclgton. 
56 Mount Moriah, Denmark. 

117 Greenleaf, Comish . 

132 Mount Tir'em, Waterford. 
153 Delta, Lovell. 

Hi9 Shepherd's River, Brownville. 

DISTRil:T NO. 19. 

District Deputy Grand Master-EvERETl' M. STAPLES, Biddeford. 

9 Saco, Saco. 
22 York, Kennebunk. 

47 Dunlap, Biclclejord. 

51 St. John's, South Berwick. 
7G Arundel, Kennebunkport. 

142 Ocean, fVells ' Depot. 
1G2 Arion, Goodwin's Mills. 
179 Yorkshire, North Berwick. 

184 Naval, Kittery. 
198 St. Aspinquid, York Village. 
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DISTRICT NO. 20. 

District Deputy Grand Master-PmLrP J. MrLLS, Lincoln . 

!l3 Horeb, Lincoln. 
148 Forest, Springfield. 

172 Pine Tree, Mattawamkeag. 
175 Baskahegan, Danforth. 

DIST RICT NO. 2 1. 

District Deputy Grand Master-CrrARLr>S F. PArNr>, Bar Harbor. 

1 5!) Esoteric, Ellsworth. 
185 Bar Harbor, Bar Harbor. 
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1!) Felicity, Bucksport. 
40 Lygonia, Ellsworth . 
71 Rising Sun, Orland. 
77 Tremont, 'l'!·emont. 

192 Winter Harbor, W·inter Harbor. 
201 David A. Hooper, West Sullivan. 

140 Mount Desert, Mount Desert. 

DISTRICT NO. 22. 

District Deputy Grand Master- Mu"roN L. Mr>RIULL, St. Albans. 

49 Meridian Splendor, Newport. 
64 Pacific, Exeter. 
75 Plymouth, Plymouth. 
95 Corinthian, Hartland. 

125 Meridian, Pitt:Vield. 
139 Archon, East Dixmont. 
157 Cambrirlge, Cambridge. 
100 Parian, Corinna. 

DISTRICT NO. 23. 

District Deputy Grand Master-FnANK WILSON, Sanford. 

27 Adoniram, Limington. 
42 :Freedom, Limerick. 
55 Fraternal, Alfred. 

107 Day Spring, West Newfield. 

115 Buxton, West Buxton. 
1Hl Drummond, Parsonsfield. 
143 Preble, Sanford . 
190 Springvale, Springvctle. 

DIST RICT NO. 24 . 

District Deputy Grand Master-LIONEL 0. BRACKETT, Aub).ll'n. 

12 Cumberland, New Gloucester. 
29 Tranquil, Auburn. 
73 'l'yrian, ]JJ echanic Falls. 

101 Nezinscot, Turner. 

105 Ashlar, L ewiston. 
150 Habboni, Lewiston. 
164 Webster, Sabattus. 
178 Ancient Brothers', Auburn. 

DISTRICT NO. 25. 

District Deputy Grand Master-GEo. A. GORHAM, Jn., Houlton. 

96 Monument, Houlton. Hi5 Molunkus, Sherman ltlills. 

!lS Katahdin, PaUen. 197 Aroostook, Blaine. 
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M. w. WINFrELD s. CHOATE, 

R. \V. ALFRED s. KIMBALL, 

}AMES E. PARSONS, 

} OHN H. McGoRRILL, 

MARQUIS F. KING, 

STEPHEN BERRY, 

CHARLES D. SMITH, 

CYRUS w. HENDRIX, 

ALFRED SMALL, 

DAVID w. CAMPBELL, 

THEODORE A. SMITH, 

HAROLD E. Mon.RIL L,.IJ 

FRED C. BARTON, 

ADELBERT 1\fiLLETT, 

S. AUGUSTUS PARKER, 

G. Duotnv Gout.o, 
JOHN R. l\1cDOUGA LL, 

THOMAS H. BooGE, 

}AJ\.'IES H. WITHERELL, 

GRANVILLE D. PERK INS, 

PERI!Z s. BURR, 

FRED RAYMOND, 

}OSEI'H w. SIMPSON, 

ALBERT H. B URROUG H S, 

T OBI AS L. EASTMAN, 

EvnRI!TT M. STAPLES, 

PH!LIP J. MILLS, 

CHARLES F. PAINE, 

MILTON L. MERRILL, 

FRANK WILSON, 

LIONEL 0. BRACKETT, 

Gno. A. GoRHAM, ) R. , 

W . & Rev. Etr.u!R F. PEMBER, 

] OHN GIBSON, 

GnoRGE M:. H awn, 
GEORGE F. DEGAN, 

W. & Rt. Rev. R oBERT CooMAN, ]R., 

W. EDWIN c. DUDLEY, 

ERMON D. EASTMAN, 

CHARLES w. CROSBY, 

\ VILLIAJ\'1 A . REJ\.HCK, 

) AMES E. KINGSLEY, 

R OBERT w. CARR, 

ALBERT M. AMES, 

Wtt.T.lAM N. HowE, 

LEVI E. ] ONES, 

WILLIAM L. PowERS, 

WARREN ~fORSE, 

l\1. w. FRANK E. St~EEPER, 
w. WALTERs. SMITH, 

\VARREN 0. CARNEY. 

Grand Master, 
Dejmty Grand A1aster, 
SeniOr Graud Wardeu, 
Junior Grand Warden, 
Grand Treasurer, 
Grand Secretary, 
Cor. Grand Secretary, 
D. D. G. M. ISt Dist., 

2d 

]d 

4tlt 
Jtlt 
bt!t 

7tlt 
8tlt 
gtlt 

Jot/r, 
Iltlz 
l 2t/r, 

I Jilt 
I4tl• 
rstlt 
r6t/r, u 

qtlt 
r8tl• 
rgt!t 
20tlt 

21St 

22d 

z;d 
24tlt 
25tlt 

Graud Clzaptn.in, 

Mn.rshal, 
Senior Dencon, 
Junior Deacon, 
Ste'Ward, 

S71Jord Bearer, 
Standard Bearer, 
Pu.rsttivant, 

Lecturer, 
Organist, 
Tyler, 

*Appointed June 1rth in place of Bro. Allen P. Clark declined. 

[May, 

Augusta 
Norway 

Ellsworth 
Fairfield 
Portland 
Portland 
Portland 
Caribou 

Lubec 
Cherryfield 

Sedgwick 
Monson 
Bradley 

Searsmont 
Belfast 

Warren 
Boothbay Harbor 

Augusta 
Oakland 
Madison 
Freeport 

Livermore Falls 

Rumford Falls 
Westbrook 

Fryeburg 
Biddeford 

Lincoln 
Bar Harbor 

St. Albaus 
Sanford 
Auburn 

Houlton 
Baugor 

Cape E lizabeth 
Lewiston 
Augusta 

Portland 
Augusta 
Portland 

Kent's Hill 
Bucksport 

Augus ta 
Bowdoin ham 

Stock ton Springs 
Portland 

Winthrop 
Gardiner 

Warren 
Sabattus 
Portland 
Portland 



I goo.] Grand Lodge of Maine. 

1List of Suborbinate 1Lobges, 

WITH . THEIR . PRINCIPAL . OFFICERS, 

AS RETURNED MARCH 1, 1goo. 

Acacia, 121, Durham. William D. Trnfant, M; William W. Brown, sw; 

Joseph W. Thonh1S, Jw; Everett L. Macomber, s. Meeting Tuesday 

on or before full moon; election, December. 14 

Adouiram, 27, Limington. Charles L. Cousins, M; Joshua W. Small, sw; 
Be11jamin Small, JW; Hardy H. McKenney, s. Meeting Tuesday ·on or 

before full moon; election', December. 23 

Alna, 43, Damariscotta. George H. Larrabee, M; Rupert B. Matthews, sw; 

Wilbur G. Knowlton, Jw; Ed ward E. Philbrook, s. Meeting Wednes-

nesday on or before full moon; election, December. 10 

Amity, 6, Camden. Alfred F. Beverage, M; Edward D. Harrington, sw; 

Samuel W. Coombs, Jw; Charles A. Wilson, s. Meeting Friday on or 

before full moon; election, October. 9 

Anchor, 158, South Bristol. Elliot P. Gamage, M; John F. :French, sw; 

Austin S. Th0mpsqn, Jw; Walter H. Mcl!'arland, s. Meeting Wednes-

day on or before full moon; election, December. 10 

Ancient Brothers', 178, Auburn. John R. Webber, M; J. Stanley Durkee, 

sw; William E. Perry, Jw; Forrest E. Ludden, s. 

on or after full moon; election, October. 

Meeting Monday 

24 

Ancient Landmark, 17, Portland. Winslow E. Howell, M; Charles F. 

Tobie, sw; Frank C. Allen, Jw; John S. Hussell, s. Meeting first 

Wednesday; election, December. 17 

Ancient York, 155, Lisbon Falls, Harry Doughty, ~•; Irving L. Philbrook, 

sw; William H. Douglass, Jw; William Parkin, s. Meeting Monday, 

on or before full moon; election, September. 14 

Archon, 139, East Dixmout. C. Hale Thurlough, Monroe, M; Fred L. 0. 
Hussey, sw; Fred M. Johnston, Jw; Benjamin F. Porter, s. Meeting 

Thursday on or before full moon; election, October. 22 
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Arion, Hl2, Goodwin's Mills. Henry l'. Moody, Waterboro, Mj Wm . M. 

Staples, West Kennebunk, sw; Loring W. Hill, JW; J. Burton Roberts, 

Dayton, s. Meeting Thursday on or before full moon; election, No-

vember. 19. 

Aroostook, 197, Blaine. Wm. A. Beals, Mj Charles G. Briggs, sw; Nelson. 

E. Dorrity, JW; John \1. Ramsey, s. Meeting Saturday on or after 

full moon; election, December. 25 

Amndel, 76, Kennebunkport. Isaac P. Gooch,~~; Charles S. Gilman, sw; 

W. Francis Goodwin, Jw; Fordyce B. Perkins; s. Meeting Tuesday 

011 or before full moon; election, February. HI 
Ashl:u·, 105, Lewiston. Lewis V. Winship, Mj Roland L. Woodbury, sw; 

Charles 0. Morrell, J'Wj Fred I. Morrell, s. Meeting Monday on or 

before full moon; election, January. 24 

Asylum, 133, Wayne. J. Putnam Stevens, Portland, Mj J. Frank Gordon, 

sw; LuthPr M. Norris, Jw; ll. Frank Bmdford, s. Meeting Tuesday 

before full moon; election, September. 12 

Atlantic, 81, Portland. James E. Leighton, M; Fred H. Cobb, sw; El ihu 

H . Rice, JW; Daniel W. Fox, s. Meeting third Wednesday; election, 

December. 17 

Augusta, 141, Augusta. Chas. W. Fletcher, M; Irving 0. Gage, sw; Fred 

0. Boynton, JW; Claude W. Townsend, s. Meeting first Tuesday; 

election; January. 11 

Aurora, 50, Rockland. Albert H. Newbert, Mj Warren L. Rhodes, sw; 

Alfred L. Carlton, JW; Lorenzo S. Robinson, s. l\leeting first Wednes-

day; election, January. 9 

Bar Harbor, 185, Bar Harbor. Eben K. Whittaker, Jl; Winslow E. Brann, 

sw; William L. Pierce, Jw; Benjamin L. Hadley, s. Meeting third 

Thursday, election, December. 21 

Baskahegan, 175, Danforth. William J. Kingston, Mj C. M. Bither, sw; 

Lr.o H. Tuck, Jw; David C. Parker, s. Meeting Saturday on or before 

full moon; election, August. 20 

Bay View, 196, East Boothbay. .Frank Seavey, Jlj George W. Gatchel, 

sw; Harvey R. Brtrlow, Jw; Victor K. Montgomery, s; Meeting Thurs-

day or or before full moon; election, Decem bAr. 10 

Benevolent, 87, Carmel. Albert M. Day, Mj Charles H. Blagden, sw; 

Dexter D. Roberts, JWj Camillus K. Johnson, s. 

week of full moon; election, December 27th. 

Meeting, Wednesday 

6 

Bethel, 97, Bethel. Newton E. Richardson, M; William E. Abbott, sw; 

Herbert C. Rowe, JWj Davis G. Lovejoy, s. Meeting second Thursday; 

election, November. 16 

Bethlehem, 35, August~"· James E. Kingsley, Jlj WMerman N. Redmond, 

sw; George W. Williams, Jw; James E Blanchard, s. Meeting first 

Monday; election, November. 11 



1900.] Grand Lodge of Maz'ne. 143 

Bingham, Hl9, Bingham. Samuel A. Snlith, M; David G. Bean, sw; Tilson 
H. Foss, J W; George ~· Eames, s. Meeting Satmday on or before full 
moon; election, June. 1:~ 

Blazing Star, 30, Hum ford Falls. J oh n J. Calhoun, M; Virgil A. Linnell, 
sw; Gerald A. Peabody, J\v; Fred A. Porter, s. Meeting Wednesday 
on or before full moon; election, October. lG 

Blue Mountain, 67, Phillips. Daniel F. Field, M; Burton A. Davenport, 
sw; Daniel F. lloyt, J\\'; Daniel L. Den nison, s. Meeting Wed nesday 
week of full moon; election, September. 13 

Bristol , 7+, Bristol Mills. Albert H. Hunter, M; Matthias A. Benner, sw; 
Joseph E. Crooker, J\\·; Edwin J . Ervine, s. 
before full moon; election, December. 

Meeting Monuay on or 
10 

Buxton, 115, West Buxton. John H. Severance, M; lloward M. Davis, 
sw; Frank H. Baker, Jw; Cyril P. Harmon, s. Meet ing Monday even-
ing on or before full moon; election, January. 

Camb rid ge, 157, Cambridge. Walter H. Ring, M; Melvin W. Knowl es, sw; 
J. C. Morrill, .rw; J. B. LaBree, s. Meeting Tuesday on or before 
full moon; election, December. 22 

Caribou, 170, Caribou. Bertram L. Fletcher, M; A. A. Garden, sw; A. G. 
Danforth, Jw; D. K Johnson, s. 
December. 

Meeting first Thursday; election, 
1 

Carrabassett, 161, Canaan. Alpheus Nason, n~; George H. Ames, sw; Hor
ace A. Nason, Jw; Ilarry B. Harris. s. Meet ing Tuesday on or before 
full moon; election, first Tuesday in October. 13 

Casco, 3ti, Yarmoutb. Edwin M. White, M; l-ouis P. Pomeroy, sw; Milton 
M. Fitts, Jw; ~1onroe Stoddard, s. Meeting first Tuesday; election, 
October. 17 

Central, 45, Ch in a. Gustavus J. Nelson, M; George L. Gilman, sw; Cbal'lcs 
W. Abbott, Jw; Willis W. Washburn, s. Meeting Wednesday on or 
before full moon; election, September. 7 

Columbia, 200, Greenville. Hiram Hunt, M; George W. Brown, sw; Jesse 
M. Prentiss, Jw; Henry W. Bndden, s. Meeting Tuesuay on or before 
full moon; elec tion, December. 5 

Composite, 168, LaGrange. Harry A. Fowles, M; Perley E. Speed, sw; 
Herbert J. Bantan, Jw; Andrew H. Dyer, s. Meeting Saturday on or 
before full moon; elec tion, October. 5 

Corinth ian, 95, llartland. Lynne H. Blanchard, M; Fred Lucas, sw; C. 
1'. Barnes, Jw; Thomas A. Linn, s. Meeting Wednesday on or before 
full moun; election, August. 22 

Crescent, 78, Pembroke. Herbert li . ' Best, )t; Alvra W. LeigLton, sw; 
Allen H. Brown, Jw; George W. Allan, s. Meeting first Wednesday; 
elect.ion, December. 2 
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Crooked River, 152, Bolster's Mills. Albion M. Hancock, Mj Walker B. 
Mills, sw; James M. Meserve, Jw; Harry I. Lowell, s. Meeting Thurs-
day on or before full moon; election, November. 16 

Cumberland, 12, New Gloucester. Frank W. Winter, Upper Gloucester, 
AI; Newell P. Haskell, sw; Cyrus S. Witham, East Raymond, Jw; 

. Geo. H. Goding, Lewiston Junction, s. Meeting Saturday before full 
moon; election, November. 24 

David A. Hooper, 201, West Sullivan. Oliver G. Newman, Mj Gilbert F. 
Hooper, sw; Bradbury Smith, Jw; Howard H. Havey, s. Meeting 

fi rst Saturd<ty; election, December. 21 
Davis, 191, Strong. Oscar Sweet, M; Henry 1'. Church ill, sw; Frank 0. 

Welch, Jw; Edward H. Vaughan, s. Meeting Friday evening of week 
in which moon is full; election, September. 15 

Day Spring, 107, WestNewfield. Ai Q. Mitchell, M; Everett E. Ham, sw; 
George H. Straw, Jw; George 0. Hannaford , s. Meeting Wednesday 
on or before full moou ; election, September. 23 

Deering, 183, Portland. Walter s. Coleman, M; Silas B. Adams, SW; 
Charles D. Moses, Jw; Francis E. Chase, Woodfords, s. Meetin g 
second Monday; election, :February. 17 

Delta, 153, Lovell. Elmon J . Noyes, Mj James H. Walker, sw; George 
Marston, Jw; Edward L. Bell, s. Meeting second Thursday; election, 

December. 18 
Dirigo, 104, Weeks' Mills. Chas. J. Lincoln, n1; John A. Peva, ~w; EugE> ne 

C. Rowe, Jw; Orrin F. Sproul, s. Meeting Monday on or before full 
moon; election, September. 11 

Doric, 149, Monson. Walter C. Jackson, )1; Edward P. lllftnchanl, sw; 
William A. Mills, JW; Edwin R Hftynes, s. Meeting Monday on or 

after full moon; election, December. 5 
Dresden, 103, Dresden Mills. Wilbur F. Cate, nr; Geo. W. Palmer, sw; 

John S. Snow, Jw; Nathaniel F. Leeman, s. Meeting Wednesday on 

or before full moon; election, October. 10 
Drummond, 118, Parsonsfield. John H. Benson, M; George G. Edwards, 

sw; Samuel G. Pease, Jw; Albert R. Leavitt, s. Meeting Thursday on 
or before full moon; election, September. 23 

Dunlap, 47, Biddeford. John Jr. Burnham, Mj James H. Bradbury, sw ; 
James E. Etchells, Jw; Nahum S. Drown , s, (box 205). Meeting first 
Monday; election, December. Hl 

Eastern, 7, Eastport. WarrenS. Kane, M; vValter J. Gannett, sw; Henry 

W. Rice, Jw; Wheeler C. Hawkes, s.- Meeting first Monday; election, 
December 27th. 2 

Eastern :Frontier, 112, Fort Fairfield. Chandler C. Harvey, M; George W. 
Hichardson, sw; James R. Hopkins, Jw; .Frank P. Grant, s. Meeting 
Wednesday on or before full moon; election, December. l 
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Eggemoggin, 128, Sedgwick. Fred J. Sargent, Mj Henry A. Small, sw; Fitz 
Henry ~mith, Jw; Groves S. Bridges, ~. Meeting second Monday; 
election, January. 4 

Esoteric, 159, Ellsworth. Albert K. Cushman, M; James A. Bowden, sw; 
Harvard q, Jordan, Jw; Thomas E. Hale, s. Meeting first Thursday; 
election, January. 21 

Euclid, 194, Madison. Orner D. Eames, M; Samuel E. Remick, sw; Lewis 
K. Williams, Jw; Irvin L. Russell, s. Meeting first Monday; elec-
tion, September. 13 

Eureka, 84, Tenant's Harbor . Charles G. Crocker, At; Fred 0 . Bartlett, 
sw; Albion H. Andrews, JWj Walter H. Mathews, s. Meeting first 
Thursday; elec tion, January. 9 

Evening Star, 147, Bucktield. Was!Jington Heald, Mj Horace A. Murch, 
sw; Arthur E. Cole, Jw; Alfred Cole, s. Meeting Monday on or before 
full moon; election, September. 16 

Excelsior, 161, Northport. Rode! A. Packard, Mj Mark D. Mendal, sw; 
Seymour S. Chapman, Jw; Fred B. Glidden, s. Meeting Wednesday 
nearest full moon; election, December. 8 

Felicity, 19, Bucksport. Howard F. Gilley, Mj Nash McKay, sw; Geo. M. 
Ware, JW; Sewall L. Heywood. s. Meeting first Monday; election, 
December. 21 

Forest, 148, Springfield. Charles D. Chase, a1; Herbert E. Murdock, sw; 
Hiram E . Stevens, Jw; Lysander W. Trask, s. Meeting Saturday on 
or before full moon; election, September. 20 

:Franklin, 123, New Sharon. Jabez S. Mooers, Mj Benj. F . Makepeace, sw; 
Manley H. Blaisdell, Jw; James H. Howes, s. Meeting Friday on or 
before full moon; election, S€ptem ber. 16 

Fraternal, 65, Alfred. JamP.s H. Littlefiehl, M; Charles E . Lander, sw; 
Fred A. Hobbs, Jw; Fred J. Sherburne, s. Meeting Wednesday on or 
before full moon; election, December. 23 

Freedom, 42, Limerick. John P. :Fogg, Mj Autine S. Sawyer, sw; Edwin 
Cobb, JWj Fred W. Libby, s. Meeting Wednesday on or before full 
moon; election, December. 23 

Freeport, 23, Freeport. Ernest E. Pinkham, a1; Geo. 1'. Coffin, sw; Ralph 
M. Anderson, Jw; Winthrop C. Fogg, s. 
before full moon; election, Decem ber. 

Meeting Mo.nday on or 
14 

Granite, 182, West Paris. Chauncey M. Childs, At; Charles F . Barden, sw; 
Artbur L. Mann, JW; Walter F. Carr, s. Meeting Wednesday on or 
before full moon; election, November. 16 

Greenleaf, 117, Cornish. Wm. K Copp, Mj Stephen Rounds, ~w; Charles 
H. Badgley, Jw; Geo. H. Parker, s. Meeting ]friday on or before 
full moon; election, December. 18 

10 a. L . 
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Hancock, 4, Castine. J. Walter Weeks, ~r; William A. Walker, sw; James 
F. Hooper, Jw; Charles H. Hooper, s. 
tion, December. 

Meeting first Tjmrsday; elec-
4 

Harmony, 38, Gorham. Moses E. Little, M; Chas. E. Cobb, sw; Melville 
W. Cressey, Jw; William P. F. Robie, s. 
preceding full moon; election, December. 

Harwood, 91, Machias. Willis H. Allen, M; 

S. Heaton, Jw; Carl M. Hutchinson, s. 
tion, December 27th. 

Meeting ~ednesday on or 
17 

Loring B. Wilder, sw; Isaac 
Meeting first Monday; elec-

3 
Hermon, 32, Gardiner. Frederick D. Loring, M; 

Henry Farrington, JW; James~. Larrabee, s. 
Henry A. Wood, sw; 
Meeting first Tuesday; 

11 

}'rank I. Brown, Mj William E. St. John, 
election, January. 

Hiram, 180, South Portland. 
sw; Fred G. Hamilton, Jw; Stephen Scamman, Knightville, s. Meet-
ing Tuesday on or before full moon; election, N ovem her. 17 

Horeb, 93, Lincoln. Frank R. Linton, M; Daniel W. Ballantyne, sw; 
Nathan R. Smith, Jw; Charles F. Plumly, s. Meeting Tuesday on or 
before full moon; election, first Monday in Decem her. 20 

Howard, 69, Winterport. Charles S. Nason, M; Charles H. Hill , sw; 
Frank W. Haley, JW; John H. Baker, s. Meeting Friday on or before 
full moon; election, December. 6 

Ira Berry, 187, Bluebill. Otis Littlefield, M; Tbos. Grieve, Rw; Charles A. 
Snow, Jw; Frank A. Davis, s; Meeting third Monday; election, De-
cember. 4 

Island, 89, Islesboro'. Edward S. Preble, Mj William F. Keller, sw; Aus- . 
tin Trim, Jw; Thomas R. Williams, s. 
fore full moon; election, February. 

Meeting Thursday on or be-
8 

Jefferson, 100, Bryant's Pond. James M. Day, M; Arthur C. Ricker, sw; 
George W. Q. Perham, Jw; James L. Bowker, s. Meeting Tuesday 
on or before full moon; election, September. 16 

Jonesport, 188, Jonesport. Samuel B. Cummings, M; Nehemiah Guptill, 
sw; Darius D. Kelley, Jw; Clifton M. Rogers, s. Meeting first Tues-
day; election, January. 3 

Katahdin, 98, Patten. John Jackman, Mj Alonzo A. Porter, sw; Ferdie 
G. Huston, Jw; Lorin B. Huston, s. Meeting Thursday on or pre-
ceding full moon; election, December. 25 

Kenduskeag, 137, Kenduskeag. F. Ernest Harvey, AI"; Daniel W. Park
hurst, sw; Albert L. Spratt, Jw; John H. Everett, s. Meeting Wed-
nesday on or before full moon; election, December. · 6 

Kennebec, 5, Hallowell. John M. Robinson, Mj Fitz Morris l<'ish, sw; 
Herbert C. Barrell, Jw; Fred A. Tenney, s. Meeting Wednesday op 
or before full moon; election, November. 11 
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Keystone, 80, Solon. Leander F. Mcintire, M; William W. Jackman, sw; 

Fred Magoon, Jw; Perry S. Longley, s. Meeting Wednesday on or be-

fore full moon; election, third Wednesday of October. 13 

Kiug David's, 62, Lincolnville. Alton E. Andrews, M; Oliver E. Keene, 

sw; Wilder P. Drinkwater, Jw; Edward M. Coleman, s. Meeting 

Tuesday evening nearest full moon; election, December. 8 

King Hiram, 57, Dixfield. Don A. Gates, M; James S. Sturtevant, sw; 

I.ewis H. Reed, J\V; Charles L. Dillingham, s. Meeting Tuesday on 

or after full moon; election, October. 16 
King Solomon's, 61, Waldoboro. George L. Welt, M; John M. Richards, 

sw; Walter E . Clark, Jw; S. A. Jones, s. Meeting Friday on or be-

fore full moon; election, December. 10 

Knox, 189, South Tlwmaston. Arthur F . Sellers, M; Alden W. Butler, 

sw; Arthur Pierce, Jw; J. M. Bartlett, s . Meeting first Saturday; 

9 
Elsworth E. Peacock, ~r; Elliott J. Beal, w; 

election, January. 
Lafayette, 48, Readfield. 

Leon 0. Tebbetts , Jw; Ernest A. Morgan, s. Meeting first Saturday; 

election, February. 12 
Lebanon, 116, South Norrirlgewock. Charles W. Farrand, lt; Eben S. 

Miller, sw; Ernest W. Gilman, Jw; Charles A. Ward, s. Meeting 

Saturday-on or before full moon; election, September. 13 
Lewey 's Island, 138, Princeton. Tbeo. Morrison, lij Fred A. Johnson, sw; 

William Roberson, Jr., Jw; Samuel 0. Hoar, s. Meeting first Wednes-
day; election, December, St. John's Day. 2 

Liberty, 111, Liberty. Percy Leman, Libertyville, Mj Albert D. Ramsey, 

Center Montville, sw; Willis J. Greely, Jw; Ambrose P. Cargill, s. 

Meeting Saturday on or before full moon; election, September. 7 
Lincoln, 3, W iscasset. John E. Dickinson, Mj Charles M. Leavitt, sw; 

Frank A. Creamer, Jw; William D. Patterson, s . "Meeting Thursday 
on or before full moon; election, December. 10 

Lookout, 131, Cutler. Forrest S. Stevens, M; Melle G. Huntley, sw; Cole

man Casseboom, Jw; Caleb G. Aldrich, s . Meeting Monday on or be-

fore full moon; election, January. 3 

Lygonia, 40, Ellsworth. Elvert E . Parker, ~r; F. Carroll Burrill, sw; 

Horatio N. Joy, Jw; James E. Parsons, s. Meeting first Wednesday; 

21 

Frank H. Jewell, M; J. Mellen Taylor, sw; Fred 

election, January. 

Lynde, 174, Hermon. 

A. Wing, Jw; Frank P. Whitaker, s. Meeting Saturday on or before 

full moon; election, December. 6 

Maine, 20, Farmington. William M. Pratt, M; Elvarus A. Russell, sw; 

Newell R. Knowlton, JW; George B. Cragin, s. 111eetiug Monday in 

week of full moon; election, October. 15 

I 
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Marine, 122, Deer Isle. Frank A. Gross, Mj Eugene A. Green, sw; Hud

son H. Pressey, Jw; Moses S. Joyce, s. Meeting first Tue~day; elec-

tion, January. 4 

Mariner's, 68, Searsport. James E . Wentworth, M; :Fred M .. Perkins, sw; 
Charles A. Whittier, Jw; Chas. E. Adams, s. Meeting Tuesday on or 

before full moon; election, January. 8 

Marsh Hiver, 102, Brooks. Forrest K. Hoberts, Ali Charles H. Irving, sw; 

Albert H. Pilley, JWj Elmer G. Hoberts, s. Meet ing Wednesday on 

or before full moon; election, December. 7 

Mechanics', 60, Orono. Hobert M. Hutchinson, M; Anson A. Powers, sw; 

• Nathan C. Grover, Jw; Albert J. DurgiiJ, s. Meeting first Wednes-

day; election, December 27th. 6 
Meridian, 125, Pittsfield. Orville H. Drake, Mj Benj. E. Cornell, sw; 

Louis 0. Haskell, Jw; Henry W. Lancey, s. Meeting Friday evening 

on or before full moon; election, January. 22 

Meridian Splendor, 49, Newport. Wilson M. Stuart, Mj Smnner 'f. Stuart, 

sw; Burnham C. 'fruworthy., Jw; Charles E. Smith, s. 
Thursday on or before full moon; election, December. 

Meeting 

22 

Messalonskee, 113, Oakland. Frank E. Burrill, ~r; J. Edward Harris, sw; 

Lester M. Andrews, JWj Orestes E . Crowell, s. Meeting on the first 

Saturday; election, Decem her. 12 

Molunkus, 165, Sherman Mills. Freeman C. Harris, Mj Daniel H. Perry~ 

sw; George W. Upton, JWj John Gosnell, s. Meeting Tuesday on or 
before full moon; election, October. 25 

Monmouth, 110, Monmouth. Horace S. Bent, Mj 

Willis L. McKechnie, JWj George H. Stetson, s. 
or before full moon; election, September. 

:Fred K. Blake, sw; 

Meeting Saturday on 

11 

Monument, 96, Houlton. James Archibald, Mj Arthur G. Hich, sw; Al

pheus A. Hutchinson, JWj Chas. E. F . Stetson, s. Meeting second 

Wednesday; election, March. 25 

:\iorning Star, 41, Litchfield Corners. Thomas 'I'. Jenkins, Mj Geo. E. 

Ring, sw; Frank E. Lane, Jw; Irving W. Gilbert, s. Meeting Tues-
day on or before full moon; election, September. l1 

Mosaic, 52, Foxcroft. Wm. M. Steward, M; Halph W. Hughes, sw; Willard 
W. Blethen, Jw; James T. Hoberts, Dover, s. Meeting Thursday on 

or before full moon; election, December. 5 

Moses Webster, 145, Vinalhaven. C. E. Boman, Mj Freeman L. Hoberts, sw; 

Thomas B. Lane, Jw; Alex::tnder Davidson, s. Meeting second Tues-
day; election, November. 9 

Mount Abram, u. n . , Kingfield. WardS. Dolbier, Mj Otis F. Alvord, sw; 

Lavella A. Norton, Jw; Ralph D. Simons, s. 15 
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Mount Bigelow, 202, Flagst<~.ff. Walter E . Hinds, M; Grant Fuller, sw; 
Charles L. Rogers, Jw; Carlton W. Savage, s. 
day; election, September. 

Meeting second Satur-
15 

Mount Desert, 140, Mount Desert. Melville L. Allen, M; John A. Somes, 
sw; Howard Norwood, Jw; Lyman H. Somes, s. Meeting Saturday 
on or before full moon; election, January. 21 

Mount Kineo, 109, Guilford. Alexander F. Edes, Mi (leo. L. Barrows, sw; 
Joseph 'f. Davidson, Jw; David Pearson, s. Meeting Saturday on or 
before full moon; election, December. 5 

Mount Mori<Lh, 56, Denmark. Almon P. Pingree, M; Luther Trumbull, 
sw; Henry W. Evans, .nv; Sidney T. Brown, s. Meeting Wednesday 
on or before full moon; election, December. 18 

Mount Olivet, 203, Wash ington. Thomas Sukeforth, AI; Willis E. Deer-
ing, sw; Walter Morse, Jw; Wm. M. Staples, Razorville, s. 
Friday on or before full moon; election, September. 

Meeting 
9 

Mount Tir'em, 132, Waterford. Geo. A. Miller, M; Geo. H. Rice, sw; 
Clarence H. Pride, Jw; Isaac F . Jewett, s. Meeting Tuesday on or 
before full moon; election, December. 18 

Mystic, 65, Hampden. Sumner D. Greeley, M; C. Fremont Cowan, sw; 
John E. Emerson, Jw; William H. Tribou, s. Meetmg Saturday on 
or before full moou; election, December. 6 

Mystic Tie, 154, Weld. Orletus Phillips, M; Geo. N. Coburn, sw; Geo. F . 
Williams, Jw; Lyman L. Jones, s. Meeting Tuesday of week of full 
moon; eleGtion, December. 15 

Narraguagus, BB, Cherryfield. Phineas B. Guptill, M; Edward C. Davis, 
sw; Lynn C. Haycock, Jw; Geo. G. Freeman, s. Meeting Tuesday 
on or before the full moon; election, January. 3 

Naskeag, 171, Brooklin. Stephen E. McFarland, M; Albert W. Kane, sw; 
Sterling Carter, Jw; Henry S. Kane, s. Meeting first Wednesday; 
election, January. 4 

Naval, 184, Kittery. David G. Walker. 31; Henry I. Durgin, sw; C. 
Clifford Muchmore, JW; Levi L. Goodrich, s. Meeting Wednesday on 
or before full moon; election, July. 19 

Neguemkeag, 166, Vassalboro. Willis B. Crosby, Mj George D. Cook, sw; 
George S. Perkins, Jw; Charles A. Stilson, s. 
or before full moon; election, September. 

Meeting Thursday on 
12 

Nezinscot, 101, Turner. Oliver A . Sprague, Mi E. Herbert Cole, sw; 
Willard B. French, Jw; Seth D. Andrews, s. Meeting Saturday on or 
before full moon; election, June. 24 

Northern Star, 28, North Anson. James H. Stevens, M; Herbert II. 
Marston, sw; Gould A. Porter, JWj Wilbur C. Simmons, s. Meeting 
Tuesday on or next preceding full moon; election, December. 13 
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Ocean, 142, Wells Depot. Charles H. Brown, M; Horace S. Mills, sw; 
Perley C. Goo dwin, Jw; Frank 'L. Buker, s. Meeting Wednesday on or 

before full moon; election, December. 19 
Olive Branch, 124, Charleston. Henry D. Worth, M; Wilbur R. Clark, sw; 

H. Warren, Foss, JW; Oscar L. Smith, s. Meeting Friday on or be-

fore full moon; election, December. 5 

Orient, 15, Thomaston. Charles G. Brackett, 111; William A. Hastings, sw; 

Charles A. Creighton, JW; James A. Levensaler, s; Meeting first 

Tuesday; election, January. 9 

Oriental, 13, Bridgton. Frank A. Webb, M; David C. Saunders, s'v; 
Charles J. Stone, Jw; D. Eugene Chaplin, s. Meeting Saturday on or 

before full moon; election, October. 18 
Oriental Star, 21, Livermore :Falls. Charles H. Gibbs, M; Charles H. Ran-

dall, sw; Howard A. Wells, J\V; George 0. Eustis, s . 

nesday on or before full moon; election, June. 

Meeting Wed-

15 
Oxford, 18, Norway. William J. Jones, 111; Hermon L. Bartlett, sw; George 

Hazen, JW; ·Howard D. Smith, s. 

full moon; election, September. 

Meeting Friday on or next before 

16 
Pacific, 64, Exeter. Stillman J. Ridlon, 11r; Angus Delaney, sw; Arthur F . 

Buswell, JW; David E. Knight, Garland, s. 

or heforefull moon; election, January. 

Meeting Wednesday on 

22 

Parian, 160, Corinna. Oliver L. Jones, Mi Lewis Hutchins, sw; I. M. 

Bates, Jw; George W. Nutter, s. Meeting Saturday on or before full 

moon; election, January. 22 

Paris, 94, South Paris. Albert D. Park, M; Fred H. Evans, sw; Percy M. 

Walker, Jw; Horatio Woodbury, s. Meeting Tuesday on or before 
full moon; election, at first stated meeting in year. 1G 

Penobscot, 39, Dexter. A. R. Levenseller, M; William E. Robinson, sw; 

F. M. Howard, Jw; Charles S. Hutchinson, s. Meeting Monday on or 

before full moon; election, at last stated meeting preceding 27th De-

cember. 5 

Phrenix, 24, Belfast. Upham A. Hoyt, Mj Will G. Sawtelle, sw; Clifford 

J. Pattee, JW; James Pattee, s. Meeting Monday on or before full 

moon; election, January. 8 

Pine Tree, 172, Mattawamkeag. Virgil W. Hobbs, M; William H. Bither, 

sw; Walter E . Haynes, Jw; George W. Smith, s. Meeting Saturday 
on or before full moon; election, October. · 20 

Pioneer, 72, Ashland. George S. Orcutt, M; H. 'Linrlley Dobson, sw; 

James R. Elder, JW; Willard L. Colburn , s . Meeting Wednesday on 
or before full moon; election, December. 1 

Piscataquis, 44, M!lo. Martin L. Durgin, M; Albert C. Cushman, sw; 

Percie M. Hamlin, JW; Albert W. Murray, s. Meeting . Frid~ty on or 

before full moon; election, September. 
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Pleasant River, 163, Brownville. Austin W. Sherburne, ~r; Ezekiel L. 

Chase, sw; D. W. Hayes, JWj Walter G. Sherburne, s. · Meeting 

Monday on or before full moon; election, November. 5 

Pleiades, 173, Millbridge. Justin A. Walling, Mj Warren Sawyer, sw; 
Jasper Wyman, Jw; Ansell M. Sawyer, s. Meeting Monday on or be-

fore full moon; election, January. 3 

Plymouth, 75, Plymouth. Walter G. Loud, Mj HenryS. Tboru, sw; Frank 

H. Pickard, JW; William H. Condon, s. Meeting Tuesday on or before 
full moon; election, September. 22 

Polar Star, 114, Bath. Eben J . Marston, Mj George M. Duley, sw; Geo. 

F. Wallace, Jw; Herbert D. Maxwell, s. Meeting second Wednesd ay; 

election, March. 14 

Portland, 1, Portland. Thomas E . McD.Jnald, Mj Charles C. Rerry, sw; 

George H. Allan, JW; George F . Gould, s. Meeting second Wednes-

day; election, November. 17 
Pownal, 119, Stockton Springs. Samuel H. West, M; Clifford N. Fletcher, 

sw; Ernest A. Partridge, JWj Albert M. Ames, s. 

Wednesday; election, January. 

Meeting first 

8 
Preble, 143, Sanford. Fred Hodgson, ~r; Edmund F. Low, sw; Charles 

W. Blagden, JWj Joseph Leckenby, s. Meeting Wednesday on or be-

fore full moon; election, December. 23 

Presumpscot, 127, North Windham. Winfield S. Allen, M; William C. 

Noyes, &w; Fred H. Dole, 'Jw; William H. Cram, s. Meeting Satur-

day on or before full moon; election, December. 17 

Pythagorean; 11, Fryeburg. Dean A. Ballard, M; Arthur C. Ferguson, sw; 
John W. Hutchins, Jw; Tobias L. Eastman s. Meeting Monday on or 

. before full moon; election, December. 18 
Quantabacook, 129, Searsmont. Edwin H. Keene, North Appleton, ~r; 

Charles S. Adams, sw; Lucian H. Thomas, Jw; Loima C. Poor, s. 

Meeting first Saturoay; election, October. 7 
Rabboni, 150, Lewiston . Wm. B. Skelton, M; Frank A. Conant, sw; 

Rodney A. Swift, JW; George F. Turner, s. 

full moon; election, September. 

Meeting Wednesday after 

24 
Reliance, 195, Stonington. William McKenzie, M; Luther 

Stephen E. Allen, Jw; Roll-ins Y. Stinson, s. Meeting 

W. Weed, sw; 

first Saturday; 

4 

Henry H. Stinson, M; Walter E. Whitney, sw; 
election, December. 

Richmond, 63, Richmond. 

Thomas .T. Southard, Jw; William R. Fairclough, s. 

on or before full moon; election, October. 

;\feeting Monday 

14 

Rising Star, 177, Penobscot. George E. Parsons, M; 

Freeman N. Bowden, Jw; Benj. H. Cushman, s. 
day; election, December. 

Fred B. Mitchell, sw; 

Meeting first Wednes-
4 
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Rising Sun, 71, Orland. Ashur B. Hutchins, Ali Fren 1\1. Keyes, sw; 

Edwin L. Jordan, JW; Seth H. Hutchins, s. Meeting first Tuesday; 

election, December. 21 
Rising Virtue, 10, Bangor. Charles J. Wardley, lllj Frank J. Cole, sw; 

Fred C. Chalmers, Jw; Jolm H. Kerr, s. Meeting last Tuesday; elec-

tion, December. 6 

Riverside, 135, East Jefferson. Maiden I. Johnson, Mj Charles W. Besse, 

sw; William A. Jackson, Jw; Joseph J. Bond, s. Meeting Wednesday 

on or before full moon; election, December. 10 

Rockland, 79, Rockland. Clarence E . Daniels, M; Henry J. Keating, sw; 

Joseph H. Clark, Jw; Albert I. Mather, s. Meeting first Tuesday; 

election, January. 9 

Rural, 53, Siduey. William P. Marble, M; J. Emery Nash, sw; George R. 

Campbell, JW; James F. Warren, s. Meeting Saturday on or before 

full moon; election, September. 12 

Saco, 9, Saco. Philip C. Tapley, M; FrankL. White, sw; John W. Shaw, 

Jw; George A. Emery, s. Meeting first Wednesday; election, January. 

19 

Saint Andrew's, 83, Bangor. Edwin Lord, M; Benj. B. Merrill, sw; John 
M. Prilay, Jw; Fred W. Adams, s. Meeting last Fridr.y; elect ion, De-
cember. 6 

Saint Aspinquid, 1915, York Village. Charles L. Bowden, AI; George N. 
Thompson, sw; Daniel A: Stevens, Jw; John C. Stewart, s. Meeting 

Tuesday on or before full moon; election, September. 19 

Saint Croix, 46, Calais. William H. Keen, M; Isaac N. Jones, sw; Hi ram 

A. Brown, Jw; Stephen D. Morrell, s. Meeting first Monday; election, 
December, St. John's Day. 2 

Saint George, 16, Warren. H. 0. Wade, M; Matthew Allan, sw; GeorgeJ. 

Newcomb, Jw; Henry Vaughn, s . Meeting Monday on or before full 

moon; election, October. 9 

Saint John's, 51, South Berwick. Joshna E. L. Bradeen, M; John B. 

Whitehead, sw; Frank Beaven, JW; Edward A. Chesley, s. Meeting 
Monday on or before full moon; election, March. 19 

Saint Paul's, 82, Rockport. Lorin A. Brewster, M; Joseph H. R ichards, 
sw; Charles J. Gregory, JW; Perez B. Cooper, s. Meeting Monday on 

or before full moon; election, October. 9 

Seaside, 144, Boothbay Harbor. Dennis S. Wylie, ll!; William H. Hodg
don, sw; Merrill A. Perkins, JW; Henry S. Perkins, s. Meeting Fri- · 

day on or before full moon; election, December. 10 

Sebastieook, 146, Clinton. Willard W. Eastman, Ar; George A. Bingham, 

sw ; Will M. Runnells, Jw; Rue! W. Gerald, s. Meeting Thursday on 

before full moon; election, October. 7 
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Shepherd's River, 169, Brownfield. Frederick A. Thayer, M; Elsworth E. 

Gilpatrick, sw; Charles A. Thorn, Jw; Hubert F. Fitch, s. Meeting 

Saturday on or before full moon; election, December. 18 

Siloam, 92, Fairfield. George G. Weeks, ~r; Chas. H. Crummett, sw; B. 

H. Lawrence, Jw; Geo. M. Chapman, s. Meeting first Thursday; elec-
tion, December. 13 

Solar, 14, Bath. Landgon T. Snipe, M; WalterS. Glidden, sw; John Scott, 

Jw; Albert L. Strout, s. Meeting first Monday; election, Decem-

ber. 14 

Somerset, 34, Skowhegan. William R. Elliott, ~r ; Lawrence Cockburn, 

sw; Amos K. Butler, Jw; Charles M. Lambert, s. Meeting Monday 
on or before full moon; election, January. 13 

Springvale, 190, Springvale. Willie F. Ferguson, M; George H. Drew, sw; 

William J. Gowen, Jw; Wrn. H. Wood, s. Meeting Tuesd~y on or before 
full moon; election, December. 23 

Stanrlish, 70, Standish. William S. Thompson, M; Lewis W. Moulton, sw; 

Edwarrl W. Dolloff, JW; Rufus E . Gray, s. Meeting Thursday on or 
before full moon; election, January. 17 

Star in the East, 60, Oldtown. George F . Cathcart, M; Charles Green, 
sw; Joseph Sykes, Jw; Charles A. Di:lingham, s. Meeting Monday 

on or before full moon; election, September. 6 

Star in the West, 85, Unity. Benjamin A. Fogg, M; E . D. Chase, sw; 

Fred A. Whitten, JW; R. M. Berry, s. Meeting Tuesday on or 

before full moon; election, December. 7 

Temple, 25, Winthrop. Everett W . Macomber, M; Horace A. Keyes, sw; 

Hany W. Stevens, JW; J . Ewan Mcilroy, s. Meeting Monday on or 

before full moon; elect ion, December. 11 

Temple, 86, Westbrook. Frederick W. Freeman, M; Abner L. Hawkes, 

sw; Frerl E. Burns, JW; Oliver A. Cobb, s. 

clay; election, December. 

Meeting second Wednes .. 

17 
Timothy Chase, 126, Belfast. J ames H. Howes, M; Hiram L. Partridge, 

sw; John W. Knight, JW; Charles E. Johnson, s. Meeting first Thurs. 

day; election, Jan nary.. 8 
Tranquil, 29, Auburn. Lavator 0. Morse, M; Murray B. Watson, sw; 

Charles L. Turgeon, JW; James F. Atwood, s. Meeting Wednesday 

on or before full moon; election, January. 24 

Tremont, 77, Southwest Harbor. Byron H. Mayo, M; Franklin S. 
Doliver, sw; James S. Fernald, JW; William R. Keene, Manset, s. 

Meeting Thursday on or before full moon; election, December. 21 

Trinity, 130, l'resque Isle. Leon S. Howe, M; Rufus F. Stowe, sw; J . L. 
Wellington, JW; R. H. McDonald, s. Meeting Monday on or before 

full moon; election, December. 
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Tuscan, 106, Addison Point. James H. Leighton, M; Osmonrl A. Holmes, 

sw; Harrison N. Look, JW; Amasa D. Tracy, Westcogus, s. Meeting 

Saturday on or before full moon; election, December. 3 

Tyrian, 73, Mechai1ic Falls. M. C. B. Prince, M; M. W. MotTill , sw; E. A. 

Hammond, JW; Lewin Jefferies, s . Meeting Thursday on or befor\l 

full moon; fllection, October. 24 
Union, 31, Union. George C. Hawes, Mi William C. Morton, sw; Edward 

E. Bowes, JW; Charles M. Lucas, s. Meeting Thursday on or before 

full moon; election, December. 9 

United, R, Brunswick. Henry C. Upton, ~~; Hiram A. Webber, sw; Wrn. 

Louis Gahan, Jw; Adelbert J. Hutchinson, s. Meeting second Tues-

day; election, December. 14 

Unity, 58, Thorndike. Phineas P. Shibles, Mi Daniel H. Clark, sw; Lin
coln G. Monroe, nv; Albert W. Ward, s. Meeting Thursday on or 

before full moon; election, September. 7 

Vassalboro', 54, North Vassalboro'. Joseph Wall, M; Chas. H. Lightbody, 

sw; WilliamS. Bradley, Jw; Henry A. Ewer, s. Meeting Wednesday 

on or before full moon; election, September. 12 

Vernon Valley, 99, Mt. Vernon. William T. Morrill, M; Melvin S. Gordon, 

sw; R. Ralph Cram, JW; Fred W. Foss, s . Meeting Tuesday on or 

before full moon; election, November. 12 

Village, 26, Bowdoinham. Franklin K. Jack, M; William W." Brown, sw; 

Elbridge S. Blodgett, JW; Henry E . Cornish, s. Meeting Wednesday 

on or before full moon; election, October. 14 

Warren, 2, East Machias. Francis L. Talbot, AJ; Millard H. Wiswell, sw; 

Elmer E. Gardner, JW; Harry M. Gardiner, s. Meeting Tuesday on or 
before full moon; election, December 27th. 3 

Warren P!Jillips, 186, Cumberland Mills. Albert L. Parker, M; K. S. 

Raymond, sw; HenryS. Cobb, JW; Almon N. Waterhouse, s. Meet-
ing first Wednesday; election, October. 17 

Washburn, 193, Washburn. :Frank E . Gould, M; Robert W. Chapman, sw; 

Henry Wilder, JW; Edward M. Hines, s. Meeting Wednesday on or 

before full moon; election, December. 1 

Washington, 37, Lubec. Irving W. Case, M; Montford S. Hill, sw; Wil

liam Merriman, JW; Natt. W. Brown, s. 

election, December. 
Meeting first Wednesday ; 

2 
Waterville, 33, Waterville. John M. Webber, M ; Cyrus W. Davis, sw; 

John H. Burleigh, JW; Anson 0. Libby, acting s. Meeting Monrlay 
on or before full moon; election, December. 12 

Webster, 164, Sabattns. Fred A. Richardson, At; William H. Wright, sw; 

,John F. Hirst, JW; Judson Bangs, s. Meeting Thursday on or next 
before full moon; elect ion, December. 24 
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Whitney, 167, Canton. George H. Strout, M; Herbert V. Foster, sw; 
John N. Foye, JW; Herbett J. DeShon, s. Meeting first Thursday; 
election, September. 15 

Wilton, 156, Wilton. Daniel J . Norton, M, Leon A. Bump, sw; Edgar 
C. Bump, JW; Fred E. Trefethen, s. Meeting Wed nesrlay week of 
full moon ; election, September. Hi 

Winter Harbor, 192, Win ter Harbor. A. E. Small, M; C. H. Davis, sw; 
H. E. Sumner, Jw; B. F. Sumner, s. Meeting first Wed nesday; elec-
tion, January. 21 

York, 22, Kenn ebunk. William Titcomb, M; Charles R. Littlefield, sw; 
George G. H. Randall, JW; George A. Gilpatrick, s. Meeting Monday 
on or before fu ll moon; election , December. 19 

Yorkshire, 179, North Berwick. Charles W. Goodwin, M; Alna L. Getchell, 
sw; Frank U. Grover, JW; Brainerd S. Drake, R. Meeting last Fri-
day; election , December. 19 

ADDRESSES. 

WINFIELD S. C HOATE, Grand Master, Augusta, Me. 

MARQUIS F. KING, Grand T reasurer, Portland, Me. 

STEPHEN BERRY, Crrmd Secreta?')', Portland, Me. 

JosiAH H. DRUMMOND, Portland, Me. 

Cltairman rif Committee on Foreign Con·esjJo11dence. 
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PERMANENT .;t. MEMBERS. 

M. W. Jo rAil H. DRU~IMOND, Portland, P. G. M. 

" Wn"r"IAM P. PREBI"E' New Brighton, N.Y., 

EDWARD P. BURNHAM, Saco, 

CHARLES I. COLI"AMORE, Bangor, 

MARQUIS F. KING, Portlanrl, 

WILLIAM R. G. ESTES, Skowhegan, " 
FESSENDEN J. DAY, J"ewiston, 

FRANK E. SLEEPER, Sabattus, 

ALBRO E. CHASE, Fortland, " 
HENRY R TAYLOR, Machias, " 

" HORACE I-I. BURBANK, Sa co, 

" AuGusTus B. FARNHAM, Bangor, " 
JOSEPH A. LOCKE, Portlanrl, 

R.W. GUSTAVUS F. SARGENT, Boston, 1'. s. u. w. 
THADDEUS R. SIMONTON, Camden, 
SUMNER J. CHADBOURNE, Augusta, 
JOHN B. REDMAN, Ellsworth, 
JOSEPH M. HAYES, Bath, " 
LEANDER M. KENNISTON, Camden, 

" MANLY G. TRASK, Bangor, 

1>ANIEI" 1'. BOYNTON, Monmouth, 

GEORGE R. SHAW, Portland, 

HrmBERT HARRIS, Bangor, 
WINFIELD S. CHOAT~;, Augusta, 

ALBERT M. PENLEY, Auburn, 

ALFRED s. KIMBALL , Norway, 

Er.MER P. SPOFFOIID, Deer Isle, " 
WILLIAM J. BuRNHAM, Lewiston, 

JonN w. BALLO U, Bath, P. J . G. w. 
" A. M. WETHERBEE, Warren, " 

ED\\TIN HoWARD Vos~;, Calais, 
ARCIIIE LEE TALBOT, Lewiston, 

GOODWIN R. WILEY, Bethel, 

" AUGUSTUS BAII.EY, Gardiner, 
Br~NJAMIN AMES, Thorndike, 
WILFORD J. FrSHEil, Eastpor t, " 

" SAMUEL G. DAYJS, ' Denmark, 
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R. w. ALGI':RNON M. ROAK, Auburn, P. J. G. W. 

ED~IUND B. MALLI':T, Freeport, 

SAMUI':L L. MILL~: I!, W aldoboro, 

" HOWARD D. SMI"rll, Norway, 

WAr. FRI':EMAN LORD, Auburn, 

" GusTAvus H. CARGILL, Liberty, 

MOSES TAIT, Calais, 

" BI>NJAM!N L. HADL&Y , Bar Harbor, 

ENOCH 0. GlWENL&AF, Farmington, 

M ILLARD M. CASWELl. , Bridgton, 

Fl!ANKL!N H. RED l.ON, Portland, 

------------~------------

PERMANENT . nEnBERS . DECEASED . 
• 

M. W. WILLIAM KING, P. G. M. 
S IMON GREENLEAF, 

WILLIAM SWAN, 
CHARLES FOX, 
SAMUEL FESSENDEN, 
ROBERT P. DUNLAP, 
NATHAN I EL COFFIN, 
REUEL WASHBURN, 
ABNER B. THOJ\IPSON, 
HEZEKIAH WILLIAMS, 
THOMAS W. SMITH, 
JOHN T . PAINE, 
AI.EX'R H. PUTNEY, 
JOSE PH C. STEVENS, 
JOHN C. HUMPHREYS, 
FREEMA BRADFORD, " 
TIMOTHY CHASE, 

JOHN MILLER, 
JABEZ TRUE, 
HIRAM CHASE, 
T IMOTHY J. MURRAY, 
JOHN H. LYNDE, 
DAVID CARGILL, 
ALBERT MOORE, 

R. W. PELEG SPRAGUE, 
AMOS NOURSE, 
DAVID C. MAGOUN, 
ASAPH R. NI CHOLS, 
JAMES M. CHILD, 
ELISHA HARDING, 

P.D. G. M. 

R. W. SAM. L. VALENTINE, P. D. G. M. 

., 

JOHN J. BELL, . 

GEORGE THACHER, P. S. G. W. 
JOHN L. MEGQUIEil., 
J OEL MILLER, 
EZRA B. FRENCH, 
WILLIAM ALLEN, 
ISAAC DOWN lNG, 
DAVID BUGBEE, 
EDMUND B. HINKLEY, 
F. LORING TALBOT, 
WILLIAM 0 . POOR, 
ARLINGT' N B. MARSTON," 
WILLIAM H. SMITH, 
J . W. MITCHELL, P. J . G. W. 
REUBEN NASON, 
FRYE HALL, 
STEPHEN WEBBER, 
WILLIAM SOMERBY, 
THOMAS B. J OHNSTON, " 
WILLIAM KIMBALL, 
JOHN WILLIAMS, 

STEPHEN B. DOCKHAM, " 
OLIVER GERR ISH, 
J OSEPH COVELL, 
FRANCIS J. DAY, 
THOI\1 AS K. OSGOOD, 
HENRY H. DICKEY, 
CHARLES W. HANEY, 
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1Sretbren JDieb buring tbe Wear, 
I~ROM MARCI-l I, I o99, TO MARCH I, 1900. 

TH OSlr MARKED., WERE RETUR N ED A S IJ U RIRD WITH 1\JASONI C RITES. 

l'o rtland, Portland. Hemy B. Jordan, March 18; William 0. FoJ', 

l'ast Grand Treasurer, June ; Leander Morton, Sept. 2; William 
H. Preble, December; John H. Long, Jan. 21. 

2 Warren , East Machias. Gilbert W. Hathaway,* April 30; J oh n San

born,* August; Job Small,* November; Caleb Gilman,* Decem 

ber, buried at Meddybemps by St. Croix Lodge of Calais. 

H Lincoln, Wiscasset. James M. Knight, Nov. 9; Geo. W. Shea, Feb. 17. 

4 ll ancock, Castine. David T. Patchin, June 20 ; J erry Jones, Sept. 15. 

5 Kennebec, Hallowell. J . Lynn Anderson, June 20; Alden A . Heath, 

Aug. 4; Charles E. Runnells, Aug. 19; Gorham S. Johnson, Jan . 

. 17; Augustine Lord, Feb. 11. 

G Amity, Camden. Geo. B. Ludwig,* March 4; Samuel W. Heal,* 
March 11, aged 83; Willian• H . Twombly, April 16, aged 78, in 

Heading, Mass.; Frede~ick T . Phelps, July, aged 60, in Portland; 

Seth Ca.lderwood,* Nov. 1, aged 76; Edwin S. Hose,* Dec. 2·5. 

~ Eastern, Eastport. William Berry,* Nov. 28; ,Jacob A. Eckstonn, 

December . 

8 United, Brunswick. Geo. E. Whitney, Apri l 11; Will iam Barron , 

July 20. 

9 Saco, Saco. Milton W. Hall, .Tan . 9. 

10 Hising Virtue, Bangor. William F. Noyes, April 23; George L. Dur
ham, Aug. 27; Joseph F. Snow, Oct. 26, ex-Mayor of Bangor; 

Jewell S. Porter, Nov. 4; Frederic A. Cummings, Dec. 12, ex

Mayor aud ex-Postmaster of Bangor ; David Bugbee, December 

19, Past Master and Past Senior Grand Warden, aged 83. 

11 Pythagorean, Fryeburg. John Bachelder, May 10; Frank Locke, 

Jan. 25; Cbaries J. Carney, Feb. 1. 
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l2 Cumberland, New Gloucester. George W. Plummer,* August 31, was 
initiated May 31, 1852, Master seven terms, D. D. G. M. Third 
District, 1863; Samuel P. Cummings,* Sept. 20; blacksmith and 
veteran civil war; Ernest G. True,* Dec. 9, a fine young man, Su
pervisor of schools, and had held several town offices. 

13 Oriental, Bridgton. lsiaah D. Gore, March 21, burial at Westbrook; 
Charles N. Harmon, April 29, burial at Harrison . 

14 Solar, Bath. Henry D. Parsons, March 23; Leonard Williams, April 
21, at Boston, Mass.; Ferdinand W. Coombs, May 24; Orren F. 
Battey, June 2(), at Worcester, Mass. ; Edwin Reed, Nov. 21, at 
Woolwich; William F. Dunton, Feb. 10; Daniel E. Pierce. Feb. 
21. 

15 Orient, Thomaston . Oliver J>age, Jan. 17; Jonathan Strong, Feb. 24. 
16 St. George, Warren. J oh n H. Singleton, July 17. 
17 Ancient Land-Mark, Portland. George P. Morris, April Hl; James 

E . McDowell, May 17; Henry F . Perry, Past Master, May 21 ; 
George H. Fuller, August; Watson A. D<1kin, Oct. 22; Weston 
F. Milliken, Nov. 19; John C. Porter, Nov. 19; Heury A. Harding, 
Jan, 14; Orrin S. Fogg, Feb. 6, Honorary Member. 

18 Oxford, Norway. Coleman F. Lord,* April 17 ; Seward S. Stearns,* 
Aug. 9th; Cyrus S. Tucker,* Oct. 31 ; David F. Perley. 

HI Felicity, Bucksport. Richard C. Leach, May 27; Charles A. Rice, 
Aug. 19. 

20 Maine, Farmington. Joseph E. Blabon, Dec. 10, eldest member. 
21 Oriental Star, Livermore Falls. Granville Richmond, April 3; Samuel 

Crafts, l\lay 10; Orrin H. Rtetson, May 14 ; Thomas F. Palmer, 
Sept. 5; William K. Ripley, Sept. 24. 

ll2 York, Kennebunk. S. Gardiner Pinkham, April 13; Roland B. Bon
ney, Nov. 30; Charles C. Stevens, Dec. 1. 

23 Freeport, Freeport. Alfred Soule, March 11; James Brewer, Aug. 5; 
Ira S. Coffin, J an . Hl; Winfield S. Potter, Feb. 28. 

24 Ph cen ix, Belfast. J oh n M. Fletcher, PaRt Master, Aug. 7; Joseph S. 
Thombs, Nov. 29; Samuel G. Thurlow, Feb. 20, in Belmont. 

26 Village, Bowdoinham. Robert Jack, May 2. 
28 Northern Star, North Anson. Je~se M. Boardman, May . 
29 Tranquil, Auburn. Dexter M. Verrill,* March 14 ; James H. Thomp

son,* April 17 ; H oraee N. Johnson,* Oct. 28. 
30 Blazing Star, Rumford Falls. Alex. Erickson, May, in Finland, of 

consumption; Mark L. Richardson, Feb. 11, of consumption. 
31 U nion , Union . John E. Hanley,* Feb. 19. 
32 Hermon, Gardiner. Horace W. Robinson, Sept. 29; P. H. Gilson, 

Nov. 26; John M. Turner, Dec. 24; Samuel W. Rice, Jan. 24. 
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33 Waterville, Waterville. Levi A. Dow, April 22, at Skowhegan; H; r-
bert G. Foster, Aug. 31. 

34 Somerset, Skowhegan. Robert McKenzie,* May 19; Adam Cockbarn, 
Oct. 10; Bryce M. Hight, Oct. 27; Henry A. Hurd, Nov. 26. 

35 Bethlehem, Augusta. Elisha F. Pinkham,* April24; A. L. Stimpson, 
Aug. 2; Edward H. Bean, Sept. 9; Columbus Church ill,* Sept. 
24; Henry R. Hopkins,* Nov. 17; James Wardwell; Samuel L. 
Griffin,* Dec. 9, buried by Aroostook Lodge at Blaine; Charles H. 
Whitten,* Jan. 2; Arthur N.J. Lovejoy, Feb. 4; John E. Avery, 
Past Master, Feb. 24. 

36 Casco, Yarmouth. Harlan B. Prince, March 5; Chester Waterhouse, 
May 18; Ervin T. Dnnham, June 1; James M. Noyes, Aug. 30; 
Lyman B. Trne, Oct. 25; Albert H. Ross, Jan. 26. 

3D Penobscot, Dexter. W. B. Goff, June 4. 
40 Lygonia, Ellsworth. William Watts,• July 10; Jonathau Dow,* Aug. 

2; John Cook,* Nov. 23; John Davis,* 1)ec. 22; Benj. Kittredge,'" 
Feb. 23. 

41 Morning Star, Litchfield. Daniel A. Campbell, Dec. 22; Enoch Adams, 
Jan. 22. 

42 Freedom, Limerick. Ira S. Libby. 
43 Alna, Damariscotta. Samuel Borland, July 16. 
44 Piscataquis, Milo. Val. A. Fabyan, March 15; William Downes, July 

15; Stephen D. Millett, Dec. 7; Edward Thompson, Jan. 20. 
45 Central, China. Stephen M. Spiller, May; Freeman C. Hall,* June 2, 

at Lisbon Falls; James Soule,* Jan. 31. 
46 St. Croix, Calais. George J . Brewer, at Washington, D. C. ; Walter 

P. l'ike, Aug. 8; Charles Walker, Nov. 18 ; Lysander W. Kelsey,* 
Dec. 3. 

47 Dunlap, Biddeford. Charles E. Pillsbury, .June; Moses W. Webber, 
June 19; Thomas H. Emery, Aug. 24. 

48 Lafayette, Readfield. Hartley W. Knight, Oct. 4; William !'. Under
wood, Oct. 14. 

49 Meridian Splendor. Simeon Gilman, May 19; Christopher C. Picker
ing, June 26; Levi R. Burrill, Feb. 26. 

50 Aurora, Rockland. Charles F. Kittredge,* May 27; Samuel Bryant, * 
Past Master, June 15, raised April 18, 1855, Master six years; 
Israel L. Snow,* July 25; Zadoc F. Brewster,* Aug. 21; William 
H. Hamilton, August, lost at sea with his vessel and crew; James 
Adams, Oct. 22; Charles A. Sylvester,* Nov. 6. 

51 St. John's, South Berwick. Fred P. Stackpole, Aug. 30; Abner 
Oakes, Sept. 2, oldest Past Master; Daniel W. Spencer, Sept 26; 
Charles A. Spence, Dec. 3. 
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54 Vassalboro, North Vassalboro. Henry Pishon, March. 
55 Fraternal, Alfred. ~ John H. Sayward, November; Allen J. Smith, De

cember. 
56 Mount Moriah, Denmark . S. Ernest Gilman, Sept. 9; George W. 

Walker ; Isaac. E. Osgood. 
57 King Hiram, Dixfield . . Benjamin L . Rowe, Aug. 31; Albion P. Marsh, 

Oct. 5. 
58 Unity, Thorndike. Joseph R. McMannus, July 29; John N. Tilton, 

Sept. 22; Llewellyn Kenney, Jan. 4. 
60 Star in the East, Old Town. Ezra Perkins, May 22; Alpheus 0. 

Freese, Dec. 24; Olin B. Bridge,* Feb. 15. 
61 King Solomon's, Waldoboro. Joseph E. Clark, May 7; Lyman E. 

Winslow, Nov. 21. 
62 King David's, Lincolnville. Stanton H. Freeman, Nov. 2; William L. 

Monroe; Robert D. McCobb. 
63 Richmond, Richmond. John V. Newbury, July 7; Dexter G. Webber. 

Nov. 14, at Lewiston; Benjamin F. Kidder, Feb. 26, at Fort Payne, 
Alabama. 

6-! Pacific, Exeter. Calvin S. Davis, Feb., 1890, in Michigan; Frank B. 
Seward, Jan. 4, 1900, in Worcester, Mass. 

65 Mystic, Hamprlen. Walter F. Whitney, Nov., 1898-was at sea in the 
great gale and has never been beard from; Horace L. Hopkins, 
May 2. 

66 Mechanic's, Orono. James E. Dike, April 20. 
67 lllue Mountain, Phillips. Frank A. Kimball, Sept. 12, in Gardiner; 

Charles A. Baker, Dec. 9, in Kingfield. 
G8 Mariners', Searsport. J . F. Bickmore,* Aug. 17; Isaac W. Harriman,* 

Aug. 25; Edward P. Nichols, November. 
70 Standish, tandish. Sewell E. Libby, June 12. 
7:3 Tyrian, Mechanic Falls. G. M. Holt, June 20; E . D. Moore, June 21; 

J. S. Briggs,* Sept. 17; J. Q. A. Waterman,* Feb. 12. 
74 Bristol, Bristol Mills. Charles E. Chamberlain,"' Past Master, June 

10; Alvin A. Fossett, July 9; Eben B. Ford, Jan. 9; Samuel H. 
Woodbury; St!!phen Harding, killed at sea, date uuknown. 

75 l'lymonth, Plymouth. Simeon P. Waterhouse,* May 31. 
76 Arundel, Kennebunkport. Melville I-I. Walker, April G; Daniel H. 

Hawkins, Sept. 5; Henry S. Ward, Oct. 9. 
77 Tremont, South West Harbor. William A. Spear,* M. D., March 6; 

Charles E. Stanley,* Nov. 28; Jacob W. Carroll, Dec. 13. 
78 Crescent, Pembroke. Jolm Wincher, May 30; Albert .R. Lincoln, 

Oct. 18; Benjamin Lincoln, Nov. 30. 
79 Rockland, Rockland. Daniel C. Perkins, April 25; Iddo K. Elwell, 

ll G. L, 
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Oct. 10; Seth Calderwood, November; Jobn C. Jones, January; 
Preston S. Rich, February. 

SO Keystone, Solon. Stanton Day, December; John H. Fraine, March 
28, 1898. 

81 Atlantic, Portland. Charles F. Manning, March 7; Charles L. Shaw,* 
June 16; Algernon D. Pearson,* Past Master, Dec. 3; John C. 
Smith, Dec. 3; Robert Ingalls, Jan. 25. 

83 St. Paul's, Rockport. Thomas Perry, April 7; Philander J. Carleton, 
Ma.y 22; SamuelS. Shepherd, Oct. 1; Leander H. Paul, Dec. 1; 
Charles C. Carey, Dec. 15; James P. Paul, Jan. 5. 

82 St. Andrew's, Bangor. Daniel Morris, Nov. 22, 1898;· Burleigh Pease, 
March 10, 1899; Horace Haynes, Aprilll; John C. Norton, April 
14; Charles E. Getchell, May 3; Samuel A. Stoddard, Jan. 26. 

S4 Eureka, St. George. John Williams, May 7; Levi Hart, June 19; 
Josiah Whitehouse, July 7; Leslie Wheeler, Aug. 14; William K. 
Davis, Dec. 14. 

85 Star in the West. William A. Bartlett, Feb. 15; I. i:\1. Knowles, 
:February; Atwood Whitaker, February. 

86 Temple, Westbrook. Josiah B. Webb, May 20, aged 73 yrs., 4 mos.; 
John L. Best, Dec. 8, aged 59. 

88 Narraguagus, Cherryfield. George 8. Lewis, July; James A. Small, 
July. 

91 Harwood, Machias. Willis L. Bridgham, in the State of Washington; 
Lowell Caswell, June 24; William Libby, July 6; Andrew J. Long
fellow, Aug. 29; Frank S. Gilmore; Loring F. Lambert, Jan. 16. 

92 Siloam, Fairfield. Simeon Merrill, June 4. 
94 Paris, South Paris. Frank P. Libby, April 7, in Norway; Albion 

Hersey, April 15, in Cqmberland. 
\16 Monument, Houlton. George C. Clark,* Nov. 2; Darius M. Clough; 

John Vincent, killed in mill in Minnesota. 
97 Bethel, Bethel. William F. Lovejoy, March 12; Samuel D. Philbrook, 

June; Richard A. Frye, Jan. 28. 
OS Katahdin, Patten. Robert W. Kerr, July; William B. Mitchell, July; 

Albert H. Rowe, Sept.; Oliver Cobb; Sumner P. Bradford, March 

1. 
99 Vernon Valley, Mt. Vernon. Orman F. French, April17; George W. 

Prescott, Oct. 24. 
100 Jefferson, Bryant's Pond. Otis S. Dudley,• March 13. 
101 Nezinscot, Turner. Eland Fuller, Dec. 28. 
102 Marsh River, Brooks. C. E. Foss, June 5; Ezra PaLtee, Dec. 20. 
103 Dresden, Dresden Mills. Seth L. Groves, July 18; Fred H. Bickford, 

Sept 11. 
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104 Dirigo, Week's Mills. John B. Dodge, May 30; Nathaniel Jones, Jan. 

28. 

105 Ashlar, Lewiston. Charles Y. Clark, March; Frank H. Johnson, 

March; Edgar B. Hoyt, May; Samuel H. Lewis, August; Royal 

Quimby, Sept.; William F. Wood, Dec. ; Isaac S. Tapley, Feb.; 
Jotham P. Norton, Feb. 

106 Tuscan, Addison Point. John H. Tabbutt, Jan . 11. 

107 Day Spring, West. Newfield. C. J. Adams, April 9, Treasurer for 
many years; Josiah Durgin, last but oue of charter members. 

100 Mount Kineo, Guilford. A. R. Weld, Aprll 25; D. D. Flint, May 25; 

Henry Means, Nov. 10. 

110 Monmouth, Monmouth . Johu F. Frost,* Feb 1. 

lll Liberty, Liberty. John C. Cotton, March 15; Samuel T. Young, Aug. 

30. 

113 Messalonskee, Oakland. Andrew J. Libby, June 15, aged 64, a leading 

citizen; Alvin Atwood, Past Master, Nov. 17, in Mass.; Frank 

L. Given,* Pa8t Master, Nov. 19, aged 39. 
114 Polar Star, Bath. Charles Mcintire, April 18; Frank E. Pond, Oct. 

10; Frank Wyman, lost at sea. 
117 Greenleaf, Cornish. John Bradeen, June 20; Isaac N. Brackett, June 

25; Moses B. Davis, July 3. 

119 Pownal, Stockton Springs. William S. Mudgett, Oct. 6, at National 

Home, Hampton, Va. ; Emery Marden, Oct. 11; Albert Shute, 

Oct. 21l . 

1:21 Acacia, Durham. William 13. Newell, Jnne 25; Frank W. Parker, 

July 19. 

122 Marine, Deer Isle. Benjamin J. Sylvester, May 7; Belcher Torrey, 

June 26; Charles A. Spofford, July 4; Seth Webb, Oct. 21; Fred
erick Eaton, Nov. 6; Charles H. Lufkin, Dec. 28. 

1:23 Franklin, New Sharon. John C. Whitmore,* May 9, Secretary from 

1889 to 1894. 

124 Olive Branch, Charleston. Merritt D. Strout, April 14; Lyman Park

man, Feb. 1; Daniel H. Bridgham, Feb. 2. 

125 :\1eridian, Pittsfield. Oliver L . 1\'laloon, Oct. 30; Warren I,. Parks, 

Dec. 9. 
126 Timothy Chase, Belfast. David L. Peavey, October, in Germany; 

John Hassell, Dec. 7; David Cook, Dec. 26; S. Riley Cottrell, Jan. 

5; Frank A. Gilkey, Jan. 23. 

127 l'resumpscot, North Windham. John W. Lombard,* March 8. 

128 Eggemoggin, Sedgwick. Elbridge Bowdoin, Oct. 23; Eben M. Garland. 

120 Quantabacook, Searsmont. Daniel W. Cressey; Orin W . Small; Sam-

uel B. Ripley, Feb. 14. 
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130 Trinity, Presque Isle. B. B. Lancaster,* Oct. 23. 

131 Lookout, Cutler. Moses B. Stevens,* March 21. 

[May, 

132 Mount Tir'em, Waterford. George L. Warren ,* Past Master, July 5. 

135 Riverside, Jefferson. Herbert L. Partridge, July 23, Rufus A. Ware, 

July 30; Joseph Speed, August 20. 
138 Lewy's Island. J ohn C. Bacon, Aug. 31; James M. Heath, Dec. 27; 

Harris Davis, Jan. 6. 
139 Archon, East Dixmont. John Haskell, July 8. J,orenzo D. Bickford, 

Sept. 3; Edmund H. Nealley, Feb. 24. 

141 Augusta, Augusta. John H. Parsons, April 14; Oliver G. Turner, 

Feb. 8; Edmund McMurdie, F eb. 11. 

142 Ocean, Wells Depot. Haven D. Littlefield,* Feb. 12. 

144 Seaside, Boothbay Harbor. William l\1. Knight,* Aug. 3; J ohn F . 

Sargent,* Jan. 3. 

146 Sebasticook, Clinton. Thomas F. Stinchfield, Aug. 13; Wilber P. 
Dixon, Dec. 4; 

148 Forest, Springfield. Eugene Blanchard, May 7, in the West; J ohn 
Thompson, Jan. 12, at Prentiss. 

149 Doric, Monson. Edward A. Hewey,* Jan. 11; John C. Tripp,* Feb. 

22. 
151 Excelsior, Northport. Herbert J. Sprague, Feb. 7, at Bangor. 

151 Crooked River, Otisfield. Irving W. Parker, May 31, at Sharon, Mass., 

aged 33; Willis C. Lowell, June 10, at Everett, Mass., aged 38; 

John C. Huston, Nov. 9, aged 84; Isaac Sands, Jan. 12, aged 81; 

Henry A. Peaco, Jan. 12. 
153 Delta, Lovell. Howard Charles, July 26. 

154 Mystic Tie, W eld. Azel E. Houghton, May 5, a charter member. 

155 Ancient York, Lisbon Falls. Cornelius 1'. Small, August 23; Charles 

H. Keopka, August 27. 

156 Wilton, Wilton. Warren Leland,* March 24; George M. Brown, May 

21. 

157 Cambridge, Cambridge. H. 0. Bartlett, Nov. 21; F . S. Bunker, J an. 

31. 

159 Esoteric, Ellsworth. Curtis A. Havey, Oct. 4, at Franklin. 

160 Parian, Corinna. Samuel Davis, Aug. 18. 

162 Arion, Goodwin's Mills. Edmund B. Hanson, April 9, aged 46 yrs. 

7 mos; William F. Warren, Dec. 24, at Maine General Hospital, 
aged 56. 

103 Pleasant River, Brownville. 

165 Molunkus, Sherman Mills. 

Mariam, Aug. 2. 

W. B. Wilkins, Aug. 4. 

Everett W. Phillips, May 2; Milo J. 

167 Whitney, Canton. Timothy C. Lucas, July 10; William H. H. Wash
burn, Sept. 28. 
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170 Caribou, Caribou. C. B. Varnum, Aug. 31. 
171 Naskeag, Brooklin. George M. Snow, April. 
173 Pleiades, Millbridge. George Googins, Past Master, Sept. 26; Edwin 

E. Wallace. 
174 Lynde, Hermon. Josiah G. Eaton. 
175 Baskahegan, Danforth. George W. Kelley, July 26, at Island :Falls

a charter member. 
177 Hising Star, Penobscot. Frank M. Clement, Past Master, April 12; 

Richard Nichols,* May 27. 
178 Anciem Brothers, Auburn. 
179 Yorkshire, North Berwick. 

Ardon A. Tubbs, Dec. 21. 
II. K. Colbath, M. D., July 28. 

180 Hiram, South Portland. Andrew T. Forbes, March 7, at sea; Geo. C. 
Mountford, Nov. 25; William B. Jordan, F eb. 22. 

182 Granite, West. Paris. Samuel B. Locke, May 5. 
185 Bar Harbor, Bar Harbor. Bryant Bradley, May 10, a charter member 

and first Secretary, serving six years; Dauforth P. Marcyes, Oct. 
30, a Past Master of this and of Tremont Lodge, No. 77, and a 
most honored member. 

186 Warren Phillips, Cumberland Mills. H . A. Hunt, Sept. 21; William 
H. Lewis, Nov. 19. 

189 Knox, South Thomaston. George W. Bm·ding, November. 
190 Springvale, Springvale. Amos W. Low,* October 17. 
192 Winter Harbor, Winter Harbor. Robert R . Joy, May 11; Ezra W. 

Tufts, Jan. 16. 
104 Euclid, Madison. DanielL. Will, Nov. 30. 
Hl7 Aroostook, Blaine. Frank A. Luce,* Nov. 5, Master of th e lodge. 
200 Columbia, Greenville. John H. Eveleth, Nov. 7. 



INSCRIBED 

TO THE MEMORY 

01' 

Grand Master 1858 and 1859. 

5orn in (~arle-,stov n , 1'\ as.sacbo.setts. 

Died in l)elfa,st, t\a ine, Apr il 5, 1900, 

AGED 8 2 YEARS 1 4 MONTHS. 

"Long have mine eyes met yours in kindly glance, 
My hand clasped yours, and I have trod 
The busy streets, not as a stranger might, 
But ever as a brother, well beloved." 



INSCRIBED 

TO THE MEMORY 

Senior Orand VVarden 1862. 

I)orn in Pomfret, Vermont, june: 4{ , 1&16. 

Died in I)angor, 1'\ aine:, D..cc . 19, 1&99, 

AGED 83 YEARS, 5 MONTHS, 25 DAYS . 

"How fast they fall-those we have known
As leaves from Autumn branches brown, 

So quickly sear! 
Yes, one by one they rlrop away 
As withered leaves that fall and st.r:ty 

And rlisappear." 



INSCRIBED 

TO THE MEMORY 

OF 

R. W. William Osborne Fox, 
Grand Treasurer 1879-1883. 

Born in Portland, .,Sept. J z, 1&45 . 

Died in Portland, Ju ne 4, 1~99, 

A GE D 7 3 YEARS , B MONTHS, 2 3 DAYS . 

"Farewell, our brother, now, and be thy rest 
As blest as angels have, and may the green 
Acacia be as fragrant on thy grave 
As it is hallowed in our thoughts. Farewell." 



Lodges enrolled, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... 203 

" extinct, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . . .. .............. . ..... .... ..... 8 

" working, . .. . . .. ...... . ... ..... . .. . .. ... . ....... . .... ..... 195 

under dispensation, ................. .. ....... . . . ....... . .. . . . . 0 

" granted dispensation at communication, 1900, . . . . ... .... .. . .... . 1 

" represented at communication 1900, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........... 183 

Number of representatives, . .. . . .................... . ..... . ......... 239 

Lodges to make returns, ............ . .................... . ........ . 195 

Making returns in time, ....... . ..... .... ... .. . ...... . .. . . . .. . .. . ... 195 

Initiated, . .. .. . . ......... . ....... . ..... . .. ... ... . ................ 829 

Raised, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . .. . .. . . ..... . 764 

Affiliated, ... ...... ..... ...... . ..... .. . ....... .. ... .... ... 116 

Re-instated, .. . .... . .. . . . ...... ... ... ... . .... . .......... . .. 78 

Corrections, . ... . . .. . ... . ... .... . . ... . ............ . . ... ... . 15 

Total increase, ..... . .. ... ... ... ... . ... . ·--973 

Dimitterl, .... . ........ . . ................................. 182 

Died, .... . . . ........ . ....... .. ..... .. .. .... . .......... .. . 400 

Suspended for unmasonic conduct, ... .... . ........... . .. .. . ... 0 

Expelled, . ......... . ...... . ... . . ........... . . ..... . ......... 0 

Lost membership by non-payment of dues, . ........ ... . ..... 279 

Total decrease, ...... .. ....... ..... .... . --861 

Net increase, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... .. . ... . 112 

Members, March 1, 1900, .. .. ... . .. .. . . ....... . ...... . .. .. ...... 22,277 

Grand Lodge Receipts, . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .... .. . ... $8,281.47 

" " Disbursements, . .... ... . ......... . ...... .. .... . . $7,630.23 

Amount of Charity Fund, . . . ... .. . . .... . .................... $32,306.01 
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6rand £odg¢s and 

GRAND J.ODGES. 

Alabama, Dec. 5, 1900. 
Arizona, Nov. 14, 1899, 
Arkansas, Nov. 15, 1898, 
Belgium, 

GRAND MAST!i;RS. 

B. Dudley Williams, Oxford. 
William F. Nichols, Willcox. 
Robert M. Smith, Hot Springs. 
Henri Berge, Brussells. 

British Columbia, June 22, 
California, Oct. 10, 1899, 
Canada, July 19, 1899, 

1899, R. Eden Walker, New Westminister. 

Cuba, March 25, 1900, 
Colorado, Sept. 19, 1899, 
Con necticut, Jan. 17, 1900, 
Delaware, Oct. 4, 1899, 
Dist. of Columbia, Nov. 8, 1899, 
England, 1900, 
Florida, Jan. 16, 1900, 
Georgia, Oct. 31, 1890, 
Idahu, Sept. 12, 1899, 
III inois, Oct. 3, 1890, 
Indiana, May 22, 1900, 
Indian Territory, Aug. 8, 1890, 
Iowa, June 5, 1900, 
Ireland, 1900, 
Kansas, Feb. 21, 1900, 
Kentucky, Oct. 17, 1809, 
Louisiana, Feb. 12, 1900, 
Maine, May 1, 1900, 
Man itoba, June 14, 1899, 
Maryland, Nov. ,21, 1890, 
Massachusetts, Dec. 27, 1899, 
Michigan, Jan. 23, 1900, 
Minnesota, Jan. 17, 1900, 
Mississippi, Feb. 9, 1899, 
Missouri, Oct. 17, 1899, 
Montana, Sept. 20, 1899, 
Nebraska, Jun e 7, 1890, 

Charles L. Patton, San Franc1sco. 
E . T. Malone, Toronto. 
Juan B. Hernandez Baniero, Havana. 
Alphonse A. Burnand, Leadville. 
John 0. Rowland, New Haven. 
William W. Black, Jr., Laurel. 
William G. Henrlerson, Washington. 
Prince of Wales. 
Silas B. Wright, DeLand. 
W. A. Davis, Macon. 
,John C. Muerman, Moscow. 
Charles E. Hitchcock, l'eorjtt. 
Olin E. Holloway, Knightstown. 
Peter B. Arthur, Leon . 
Willard L. Eaton, Osage. 
Duke of A bercorn, Dublin . 
Charles J. Webb, Topeka. 
John A. Ramsey, Owingsville. 
Robert H. Cage, New Orleans. 
Winfield S. Choate, Augusta. 
John Lesl ie, Winnipeg. 
Thomas J . Shryock, Baltimore. 
Charles T. Gallagher, Boston. 
Lucian E. Wood, Niles. 
Alonzo Brandenburg, l<'ergns Falls. 
William Starling, Natchez. 
Rev. C. H. Briggs, Fayette. 
Anthony H. Barrett, Butte. 
William W. Keysor, Omaha. 
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Henry C. Armstrong, Montgomery. 
George J . Roskruge, Tucson. 
Fay Hempstead, Little Rock. 
Rian-Nedgrot, Brussells. 
Walter J. Quinlan, Nelson . 
George Johnson, San Franscisco. 
John J. Mason, Hamilton, Ont. 
Aurelio Miranda, Havana. 
Rd. C. Parmelee, Denver. 
John H. Barlow, Hj~rtford . 

Benjamin F. Bartram, Wilmington. 
William R. Singleton, Washington . 
Edward Letchworth, London . 
Wilbur P. Webster, Jacksonvllle. 
William A. Wolihin, Macon. 
Theophilus W. Randall, Boise. 
Joseph H. C. Dill, Bloomington. 
William H. Smythe, Indianapolis. 
Joseph S. Murrow, Atoka. 
Theodore S. Parvin, Cedar Rapids. 
Henry E . Flavelle, Dublin. 
Albert K. Wilson, Topeka. 
Henry B. Gmnt, Louisville. 
Richard Lambert, New Orleans. 
Stephen Berry, Portland. 
William G. Scott, Winnipeg. 
Jacob H. Medairy, Baltimore. 
Sereno D. Nickerson, Boston. 
J efferson S. Conover, Coldwater. 
Thomas Montgomery, St. Paul. 
John L. Power, Jackson. 
John D. Vinci!, St. Louis. 
Cornelius Hedges, Helena. 
Francis E. White, Omaha. 

CHAIRMEN Co~r. CORRESPONDENCE. 

William Y. Titcomb, Anniston . 
Morris Goldwater, Prescott. 
Frank Hill, Little Rock. 
None. 
W. A. D. Smith, New Westminster. 
William A. Davies, San Francisco. 
Henry Robertson , Collingwood. 
Francisco de P. Rodriguez, Havana. 
Lawrence N. Greenleaf, Denver. 
John H. Barlow, Hartford. 
Lewis Jackson, Wilmington. 
William R. Singleton, Washington. 
None. 
James M. Hilliard, Pensacola. 

Fred G. Mock, Nampa. 
Joseph Robbins, Quincy. 
Thomas B. Long, Terre !Iaute. 
Joseph S. Murrow, Atoka. 
James C. W. Coxe, Washington. 
None. 
John C. Postlethwaite, Jewell City. 
James W. Staton, Brooksville. 
Herman C. Duncan, Alexandria. 
Josiah H. Drummond, Portland. 
James D. O'Meara, Winnipeg. 
Edward T. Schultz, Baltimore. 
None. 
Jefferson S. Conover, Coldwater . 
Irving Todd, Hastings. 
Andrew A. Barkley, Crawford. 
John D. Vinci!, St. Louis. 
Cornelius Hedges, Helena. 
Charles J . Phelps, Schuyler. 
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Nevada, June 13, 1899, 
New Brunswick, Aug. 22, ld99, 
New Hampshire, May ltl, 1900, 
New Jersey, January 24, 1900, 
New Mexico, Oct. 2, 1899, 

GRAND MASTERS. 

John M. McCormack, Reno. 
J. Gordon :Forbes, St. John. 
George I. McAllister, Manchester. 
Joseph E. Moore, J ersey City. 
Elias E. Day, Las Cruces. 

New South Wales, June 14, 1899, John Cochrane, Remington. 
New York, May 3, 1900, Charles W. Mead, New York. 
New Zealand, April 26, 1900, 
North Carolina, Jan. 9, 1900. 
North Dakotn, Jnne 19, 1900, 
Nova Scotia, .June 14, 1899, 
Ohio, Oct. 25, 1899, 
Oklahoma, Feb. 13, 1900, 
Oregon, .June 14, 1899, 
Pe!lnsylvania, Dec. 27 , 1899, 
Peru, 1898, 
P . E. Island, .Tune 26, 1899, 
Quebec, Jan. 25, 1899, 
Rhode Island, May 21, 1900, 

Alexander Stuart Hussell, Aucklaml. 
B. S. Royster, Oxford. 
Edwin H. James, St. Thomas. 
Thomas B. :Flint, Yarmouth. 
E. L. Lybarger, Spring Mountain. 
William M. Anderson , Enid. 
John M. Hodson, Portland. 
George E. Wagner, Philadelphia. 
J. Arturo Ego-Aguirre, Lima. 
John A. Meservey, Charlottetown. 
Benjamin Tooke, Montreal. 
Frederick G. St iles, Providence. 

Scotland, 1899, Lord Saltoun, Philorth, Fraserbnrgb . 
South Australia, April 19, 1899, Samuel J. Way, Adelaide. 
South Carolina, Dec. 12, 1899, 
South Dakota, June 13, 1899, 
Tasmania, Jan . 28, 1897, 
Tennessee, J an. 31, 1900, 
Texas, Dec. u, 1899, 
Utah, Jan. 16, 1900, 
Vermont, June 14, 1899, 
Victoria, Dec. 20, 1899, 
Virginia, Dec. 13, 1899, 
Washington, June 12, 1900, 
West Virginia, Nov. 15, 1890, 
Wisconsin , June 13, 1899, 
Wyoming, Sept. 13, 1899, 

Orlando Sheppard, Edgefield . 
William H. Roddie, Brookings. 
Charles E. Davies, Hobart. 
James H. McClister, Morristown. 
R. M. Lusk, Bonham, 
George V. Schramm, Ogden. 
W. Scott Nay, Underhill. 
Lord Brassey, Melbourne. 
George W. Wright, Marion. 
Stephen J. Chadwick, Colfax. 
Neil Robinson, Charleston. 
Charles E. Whelan, Madison. 
E. P. Bowman, Newcastle. 
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Chauncey N. Noteware, Carson. 
J . Twit)ing Hartt, St. ,John. 
Frank D. Woodbury, Concord. 
Thomas ll . R. Redway, Trenton . 
Alpheus A. Keen, Albuquerque. 
Arthur H. Bray, Sydney. 
Edward M. L. Ehlers, New York. 
Malcolm Niccol, Auckland, 
John C. Drewry, RalPigh. 
Frank J. Thompson, Fargo. 
Hon. William Ross, Halifax. 
J. H. Bromwell, Cincinnati. 
James S. Hunt, Stillwater. 
James F. Hobinson, Eugene. 
William A. Sinn, Philadelphia. 
Manuel J. Caceres, Lima .. 
Neil McKelvie, Snmmer~ide. 
Jobn H. Isaacson , Montreal. 
Edwin Baker, Providence. 
D. Murray Lyon, Edinburg. 
J. H. Cunningham, Adelaide. 
Charles Inglesby, Charleston . 
George A. Pettigrew, Flandreau . 
John Hamilton, Hobart. 
John B. Garrett, Nashville. 
John Watson, Houston. 
Christopher Diehl, Salt Lake City. 
Warren G. Reynolds, Burlington. 
John Braim, Melboume. 
George W. Carrington, Hichmond. 
Thomas M. Reed, Olympia. 
George W. Atkinson, Charleston. 
John W. Laflin, M:ilwaukefl. 
William L. Kuykendall, Saratoga. 

CuAIRMEN Cmt . CoRnESL'ONDENCE. 

A. D. Bird, Heno. 
John V. Ell is, St. John. 
AlbertS. Waite, Newport. 
Charles Belcher, Newark. 
Max Frost, Santa :Fe. 
John B. Trivett, Sydney. 
J esse B. Anthony, Ut ica. 
C. A. D. Hardy, Hakaia. 
John A. Collins, Enfield. 
Frank J. Thompson, Fargo. 
W. Emest Thompson, Halifax. 
William M. Cunningham, Newark. 
James S. Hunt, Stillwater. 
Robert Clow, Junction City. 
Michael Arnold, Philadelphia. 
None. 
Donald Darrach, Kensington. 
Wm. H. Whyte, Montreal. 
Henry W. Rugg, l'rovidence. 
None. 
None. 
Charles Inglesby, Charleston. 
Samuel A. Brown, Sioux Falls. 
None. 
Henry H. Ingersoll, Knoxville. 
Thomas M. Matthews, Athens. 
Christopher Diehl, Salt Lake City. 
Marsh 0. Perkins, Windsor. 
Da ivid Meadowcroft, Melbourne. 
J. W. Eggleston, Richmond. 
William H. Upton, Seattle. 
George W. Atkinson, Charleston. 
Aldro <Tenks, Dodgeville. 
Wiiliam L. Kuykendall, Samtoga. 
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Alabama-B. DuDu:y WILLIAMS, Oxford. 
Arizona-MARTIN WILLIAM KALES, Phcenix. 
Arkansas-OLIVER C. GtuY, 
Belgium-ALBERT KRuGJ~R, Anvers. 
Bl"itish Columbia-E. D. McLAREN, Vancouver. 
California-NATHAN W. SPAULDING, Oakland. 
Canada-CoL IN W. PosTLETHWAITE, Toronto. 
Colorado-EDWARD C. PARMELEE, Denver. 
Cuba-AURELIO MIRANDA, Havana. 
Connect·icut-ARTHUR 0. WHEELER, Norwalk. 
Delaware-JACOB H. EMERSON, Middletown. 
District of Columbia-Wu,LIHI A. GATu:Y, Washington. 
Florida- WILLIAM S. WARE, Jacksonville. 
Georgia-WILLIAM K. MILLER, Augusta. 
Idaho-WILLIAM C. HowiE, Mountain Home. 
I il'inois-CHARLES H. BRI~NAN, Chicago, 1007 Arlams St. 
Indiana-WALTER VAIL, Michigan City. 
Indian Territory-JAMES R SHEEHAN, Vinita. 
Kansas-DAVID B. FuLT,ER, Eureka. 
Louisiana-SAMUEL M. ToDD, New Orleans. 
Manitoba-ROBERT SnRTON THORNTON, Deloraine. 
Maryland-THOMAS H. HoovER, Union Bridge. 
Michigan- WILLIAM WENTE, Manistee. 
M·innesota-Jo HN H. RANDALL, Minneapolis. 
Mississippi-JoHN F . McCoRm ck, Biloxi. 
"'hssouri-ETHELBERT F. ALLEN, Kansas City. 
"1f ontana-CoRNE LI US HEDGES, Helena City. 
Nebraska-THOMAS K. SuonoRouGH, Omaha. 
Nevada-SAMUEL S. SEARS, 
New Brunswick-JOHN S'rAR DE Wot,F CHIPMAN, St. Stephen. 
New ·Hampshire-JosEPH W. F~:LLOws, Manchester. 
New Jersey-JAMES S. AITKIN, Trenton. 
New Mexico-ALPH~; us A. K~:EN, Albuquerque. 
New York-GEORGE A. BENTON, Rochester. 
New Zealand-FRANCis JAMES SAIITn, Christchurch. 
North Carolina-DAviD BELL, Enfield. 
North Dakota-RoBERT D. HosKINs, Bismarck. 
Nova Scotia-.JonN W. RuHLAND, Hal ifax. 
Ohio-0. P. SPERRA, Ravenna. 
Oregon-JoHN McCRACKEN, Portland. 
Peru-FRANCisco L. CROSBY, Lima. 
Prince Edward I sland-GEORGE W. W AKEFORD, Charlottetown. 
Quebec-JoHN HELDER IsAA CSON, Montreal. 
Rhode Island-EDWARD L. FREEMAN, Central Falls. 
South Australia-EBJ·:NEZER CooKE, Adelaide. 
South Carolina-CJ,AUDE E. SAwYER·, Aiken. 
South Dakota-SAMUEL H. JuMPtJR, Aberdeen. 
Tasmania- W. Smoun, (Dep. G. Sec.) Hobart. 
Tennessee-NATHAN S. WooDwARD, Knoxville. 
Texas-T. W. HuosoN, Collinsville. 
Utah-WILLIAM THOMAS DALBY, Salt Lake City. 
Yermont-ALBRO F. NI CHO LS, St. Johnsbury. 
Victor·ia-BENJAmN DouGHTY SMITH, Melbourne. 
Virginia-CnARJ,ES A. NESBIT, Richmond. 
Washington-LEvi ANKENY, Walla Walla. 
West Virginia-HuGH SrERLING, Wheeling. 
Wisconsin-MELVIN S. YouNGs, Milwaukee. 
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Alabama-Josan H. DRU)!MOND, Portlaud. 
A r(?ona-A uG usTPs BA u.EY, Gardiner. 
Arkansas-JonN W. BALLOU, Bath. 
Belgium-ELMER P. SPon' ono, Deer Isle. 
British Colmnbia-'fnADDIWS R. SIMONTON, Camden. 
Cal'ijornia-HENitY H. TAYLOR, l\ll achias. 
Canada-SuMNim J. CHADBOUHNE. Augusta. 
Colurado-FnANK E. SLEEPER, Sal.:a~tus. 
Cuba-E. HowARD VosE, Calais. 
Connecticut-AUSTIN D. KNIGHT, Hallowell. 
Delawm·e-AuG.us-rus B. FARNHAM, Bangor. 
District of Coluntbia-Sn:J'HilN l3ERilY, l'ortland. 
Florida-JosrAn H . DIWMwmo, Portland. 
Georgia- ~' " " u 

Idaho-A LBRO E. CnASE, l'onland. 
Illinois-JosEPH A. Loc KE, Portland. 
Indiann-EDWIN F . DILLINGHAM, Bangor. 
Indian Territory-,JOSEPH M . HAYES, Bath. 
Kansas-ARCII I ]!; L~<:J!; TALBOT, Lewiston. 
Louisiana-Jos i AH H. D IWMMONo, Portland . 
.Manitoba-A. M. Wr::THERBr::E, Warren . 
j\faryland-SAMUilr. L. MILLER, Waldoboro . 
. Michigan-FESSEr< DEN I. DAY, Lewiston. 
Minnesota-J011N 13. REDMAN, Ellsworth .. 
Miss·issipp·i-CHA n Lr::s I . CoLLHIORE, Bangor . 
Missouri-DAN IEL P. BoYNTON, Monmouth. 
Montana-Hr::NRY R MILLETT, Gorham. 
Nebraslca-EnwAIW P. ilunNHAM, Saco. 
Nevada-L ilANDER M. KENNISTON, Camden. 
New Brunswiclc-D~:NISON E . SEYMoun, Calais. 
New Hampshire-HowARD D. SmTH, Norway. 
New Jersey-JoSIAH H. DRUMMOND, Portland. 
New 1\Lexico-MANLY G. TRASK, Bangor. 
New Yorlc-MAHQUIS F. KING, Portland. 
New Zealand-HEnBERT HARHIS, Bangor. 
North Carolinrl-WJLu.ur R. G. EsTES, Skowhegan. 
North Dalcota-Ar.OERNON M. HoAr{, Auburn. 
Nova Scot.ia-Josun I-I. DnuMMOND, Portland. 
Ohio-WrLLIAM .J. BuRNHAM, Lewiston. 
Oregon-EnMON D. EASTMAN, Portland. 
Peru-ALFnEn S. KIMBALL, Norway. 
Pri.nce Edward Island-JAMES ADAMS, Bangor. 
Quebec-.JOS IAII H. DRUMMOND, Portland. 
l tlwde lsland-HonACE H. BmmANK, Saco. 
South Australia-BENJAMIN A~r Es, Thorndike. 
South Carolina-SAMUEL G. DAVIS, Denmar k. 
&outh Dakota-FnANClS T. FAU I.KNEH, Turner. 
Tasmania-WILFORD J. F 1sm;n, Eastport. 
Tennessee-HuGH H. CnAPI. IN, Bangor. 
Texas-JOS IAH H. DRUMMOND, l'ortlaud. 
Utah-
Vermont-G IWRGE n.. S1uw, Portland. 
TT·ictoria-GoonwiN R. WILEY, Bethel. 
Virginia-WINFIEJ.D S. CHOATE, Augusta. 
Washington-ENOC H 0. GREENLEAF, .Farmingtou. 
West Virginia-ALBEitT M. PENLEY, Auburn. 
Wiscons·in-EDMUND 13. MALLET, Freeport. 
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tiRAND ·.· LODOE ·=· OF·.· MAINE. 
---A-1901 ............. 

Eighty-second Annual Communication. 

MAsONic HALL, PoRTLAND. t 
Tuesday, May 7, 190I. J 

The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Ancient 
Free and Accepted Masons of the State of Maine, 
met in Annual Communication in Corinthian Hall, 
at nine in the morning. 

GRANO OFFICERS PRESENT. 

M. W. WIXFIELD S. CHOATE,. 
R. W. ALFRED S. KIMBALL, 

JAMES E. PARSONS, 
JOHN H. McGORRILL, 

MARQUIS F. KING, . 

STEPHEN BERRY, 

CHARLES D. SMITH, 

W. & Rev. ELMER F. PEMBER, 

JOHN GIBSOX, . 

W. EDWIN C. DUDLEY, 
ERMON D. EASTMAN, 

CHARLES W. CROSBY, 
ROBERT W. CARR, . 

ALBERT M. AMES, 

Grnnd Master; 

Deputy Grand Master; 
Senior Grand \fl!r arden; 

Junior Grand Warden ; 
Grand Treasurer; 

Grand Secretary; 

Cor. Grand Secretary; 

Grand Chaplain; 

Marshal; 
Senior Deacon ; 

Junior Deacon; 

Steward; 

WATERMAN N. REDMOND, as 

WILLIAM "·HOWE; 
LEVI E. JONES, 

W. WALTERS. SMITH, 

WARREN 0. CARNEY, 

lJ (J. L. 

Sword Bearer; 

Stan'rd Bearer; 

Organist; 

Tyler. 

l 
I 
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The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form, with 
prayer by Bro. ELMER F. PEMBER, Grand Chaplain. 

On motion of Bro. JosEPH A. LocKE, 

Voted, To dispense with the reading of the records of the last 

annual communication, and that as printed they be confirmed. 

Voted, That the Grand Tyler be authorized to employ assist
ants, not exceeding three, to aid him in the work of his office dur

ing the session of the Grand Lodge, and that the Committee on 
Pay Roll be authorized to place the names of such employees upon 
the pay roll, and that they receive the usual per diem for their ser

vices. 

Bro. JosiAH H. DRUMMOND moved that $soo be ap
propriated for the relief of the sufferers by fire at 
Jacksonville, Florida, and the motion was referred to 
the Committee of Finance. 

The presence of M. W. GEoRGE I. McALLISTER, 
Grand Master, and M. W. CHARLES C. HAYES, Past 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of New Hamp
shire, was annouced, and Past Grand Masters DRuM
MOND and LocKE, with an escort, were deputed to in
troduce them. On being introduced they were re
ceived with due honors and were welcomed by the 
Grand Master. 

TRANSPORTATION. 

Bro. STEPHEN BERRY submitted the following report, 
which was accepted : 

MASONIC HAI~L, PoRTLAND, Tuesday, May 7, 1901. 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge '!f Maine : 

The Committee on Transportation made the usual arrangements with rail* 
road and steamboat lines, and the terms were sent out in the annual notices. 

FratelTlally submitted, 

STEPHEN BERRY, } 
W. FREEMAN LORD, Committee. 
OHAS. l\1. SLEEPER, 
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CREDENTIALS. 

Bro. \V ILLIAM N. HowE reported 'as follows: 
IN GRAND LODGE OF MAINE, l 

MASONIC HALL, PORTLAND, May 7, 1901. _\ 

Your Committee on Credentials have attended to their duties, and beg 

leave to report that they find the lodges represented as follows: 

1 PoRTLAND, by Charles C. Berry, M; ·George H. Allan, SW; 'Varren W .. 

Cole, JW; Thomas E. McDonald, Proxy. 

2 WARREN, by Millard H. Wisw~ll, M; Francis L. Talbot, Proxy. 

3 LINCOLN, by William D. Patterson, Proxy. 

4 HANCOCK, by William A. Walker, M. 

5 KENNEBEC, by Elwin M. Henderson, Proxy. 

6 AMITY, by Charles G. Weaver, Proxy. 

7 EASTERN, by Walter], <?arnett, SW; Walter F. Bradish, Proxy. 

8 UNITED, by Ed wood H. Willis, Proxy. 

9 SAco, by Philip C. Tapley, M; Ralph H. Burbank, Proxy. 

ro RISING VIRTUE, by Frank J. Cole, M. 

II PYTHOGOREAN, by Arthur C. Furgurson, SVl; James W. Eastman, Proxy. 

12 CUMBERLAND, by Newell P. Haske11, SVV; Flavius B. Shackford, Proxy. 

13 ORIENTAL, by John L. Meserve, Proxy. 

I4 SoLAR, by Vlalter S. Glidden, M; John Scott, SW; W. Scott Shorey, 

Proxy. 

I 5 ORIENT, by Edward S. Weston, Proxy. 
r6 ST. GEORGE, by Oscar E. Starrett, SW. 

17 ANCIENT LAND-MARK, by Vlinslow E. Howell, M; Charles F. Tobie, 

SW; Frank C. Allen, JY.l; Geo. H. Owen, 'Proxy. 

18 OxFoRD, by Herman L. Bartlett, M; Frank X. Barker, SW; George V<l. 

Holmes, Proxy. 

19 FELICITY, by James M. Nevens, Proxy. 

zo MAI"E, by Elvarus A. Russell, M. 

21 ORIENTAL STAR, by Charles H. Gibbs, M; Howard A. Wells, SW. 

22 YoRK, by Albert W. Meserve, Proxy. 

23 FREEPORT, by Tim Pratt, M i Geo. P. Coffin, SW; Freeman M. Grant, 

Proxy. 

24 PH<ENIX, by Clifford ]. Pattee, M. 

2 5 TEMPLE, by Levi E. Jones, Proxy. 

26 VILLAGE, by Robert W. Carr, Proxy. 

27 ADONIRAM, by Frank M. Bradbury, Proxy. 

28 NORTHERN STAR, by Fred S. Parsons, Proxy. 

29 TRANQUIL, by Lavator 0. Morse, M; Murray B. Watson, SW; Chas. 
L. Turgeon, JW; Elbridge G. Heath, Proxy. 
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30 BLAZING STAR., by Gerald A. Peabody, SV\7 ; Cyrus P. Eaton, Proxy. 

31 UNION, by Wm. C. Morton, M. 
32 HERMON, by Frederick D. Loring, M. 

33 WATERVILLE, by John M. Webber, Proxy. 
34 SOMERSET, by Amos K. Butler, M; 'Villiam R. G. Estes, Proxy. 

35 BETHLEHEM, by Waterman N. Redmond, M; Fredk. W. Plaisted, Proxy. 
36 CAsco, by Edwin M. White, M . 

.37 WASHINGTON, by William A. McConnell, Proxy. 
38 HARMONY, by Everett P. Hanson, Proxy. 

39 PENOBscoT, by E. H. Witham, Proxy. 
40 LYGONIA, by Frank C. Burrill, M; Linwood H. Cushman, Proxy. 

4I MoR,;ING STAR, by George E. Ring, M. 
42 FREEDOM, by Ed'\\in H. Johnston, S\V; Frank D. Fenderson, Proxy. 

43 ALNA, by Geo. H. Larrabee, M. 
44 PISCATAQUis, by Albert C. Cushman Proxy. 

4 5 CENTRAL, by Geo. L. Gilman, M. 
46 ST. CROIX, by Isaac N. Jones, M. 

47 DUNLAP, by Adelbert B. Shehan, Proxy. 
48 LAFAYETTE, by Leon 0. Tibbetts, SW. 

49 MERIDIAN SPLENDOR, by Sumner T. Stuart, M; A. Leslie Oakes, 
Proxy. 

50 ... AURORA, by Lorenzo S. Robinson, Proxy. 

5r ST. }OliN's, by Walter H. Downs, Proxy. 
52 MosAIC, by Liston P. Evans, Proxy. 

53 ---RuRAL, not represented. 

54 VASSALBORO, by Joseph Wall, M. 
55 FRATERNAL, by James H. Littlefield, M; Geo. H. Smith, SW; John M. 

Akers, Proxy. 

s6 MoUNT MORIAH, by Luthur Trumbul~ M ; Almon P. Pingree, Proxy. 

57 KING HIRAM, by James E. Washburn, Proxy. 
58 UNITY, by Alden J. Whitney, M. 

59 MoUNT HoPE,-Charter surrendered I879· 
6o STAR IN THE EAST, by Chas. Green, M; Joseph Sykes, JW. 
6r KING SoLOMON's, by Jefferson P. Vannah, Proxy. 
62 KING DAVID's, by Leslie D. Ames, Proxy. 

63 RICHMOND, by George Newell, Proxy. 
64 PACIFIC, by Stillman J. Ridlon, M. 
65 MYSTIC, by Sumner D. Greeley, M. 
66 MECHANICS', by Irving S. Knapp, JW. 
67 BLUE MoUNTAIN, by Albert F. Earnshaw, SW; Fremont E. Timber

lake, Proxy. 

68 MARINERS', by James E. Wentworth, M. 
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69 HoWARD, by Newell F. Perry, SW. 
70 STANDI-SH, by Lewis W. Moulton, Proxy. 

71 RisiNG SuN, by Ashur B. Hutchins, M. 

72 PIONEER, by William E. Hopper, JW. 

73 TYRIAN, by Elon A. Hammond, SW; James Vl. Wayne, Proxy. 

74 BRISTOL, by Carl Z. Bailey, Proxy. 

7 5 PLYMOUTH, by Charles T. Harris, M. 
76 ARUNDEL, by Charles S. Gilman, M; Isaac P. Gooch, Proxy. 

77 TREMONT, by George Harman, M. 

78 CRESCENT, by Alvra ,V. Leighton, M. 

79 RoCKLAND, by Jacob R. Stewart, Proxy. 

So KEYSTO~E, by Leander F. Mcintire, M; Corydon Felker, Proxy. 
81 ATLANTIC, by Frederick H. -Cobb, M; Elihu H. Rice, SVV i Frank VV. 

York, JW. 

82 ST. PAuL's, by Joseph H. Richards, SW. 

83 ST. ANDREw's, by Edwin Lord, M; Lindley W. Gilman, Proxy. 

84 ---EuREKA, not represented 

85 S~·AR IN THE WEsT, by Elihu D. Chase, M; Fred A. Whitten, SW; 

Fred A. Whitehouse, Proxy. 

86 TEMPLE, by Oliver A. Cobb, Proxy. 

87 BENEVOLENT, by Joseph Carter, M. 

88 .NARRAGUAGUS, by Phineas B. Guptill, M. 

89 ISLAND, by Edwin S. Preble, M. 

90 HIRAM ABIFF,-Charter revoked I868. 
91 HARWOOD, by Loring B. Wilder, M. 

92 ---SILOAM, not represented. 

93 HoREB, by Daniel W. Ballantyne, M. 

94 PARIS, by Fred H. Evans, M; Percy M. Walker, SW; Walter L. Gray, 

JVV; A. C. Thomas King, Proxy. 

95 CoRINTHIAN, by David E. Firth, Proxy. 

96 MoNUMENT, by James Archibald, Proxy. 

97 BETHEL, by Herbert C. Rowe, M; Ernest C. Bowler, Proxy. 

98 KATAHDIN, by Ferd G. Huston, SW. 

99 VERNON VALLEY, by William T. Morrill, ::\1. 

roo ]EFFERSON, by James M. Day, M. 

101 NEZINSCOT, by Oliver A. Sprague, M; Francis T. Faulkner, Proxy. 

102 MARSH RIVER, by Albert R. Pilley, M. 

103 DRESDE::>r, by John S. Snow, JW. 

104 DrRIGO, by Alonzo D. Miller, Proxy. 

105 AsHLAR, by Lewis V. Winship, M. 

106 TuscAN, by Osmond A. Holmes, SW. 

107 DAY SPRING, by Ai Q. Mitchell, Proxy. 
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108 RELIEF-Charter recalled I894· 
109 MoUNT KINEO, by Jesse Barber, Proxy. 

110 MoNMOUTH, by Horace S. Bent, M. 
III LIBERTY, by Percy Leman, M; Oren W.·Ripley, Proxy. 

112 EASTERN FRoNTIER, by Charles H. Stevens, M. 

[May, 

113 MESSALONSKEE, by J. Edward Harris, SW; Orestes E. Crowell, Proxy. 

114 PoLAR STAR, by John W. Ballou, Proxy. 

115 BuxToN, by John Berryman, Proxy. 
116 LEBANoN, by Geo. P. Gilman, Proxy. 

II7 GREENLEAF, by Daniel G. Chaplin, M; James C. Ayer, Proxy. 
118 ---DRUMMOND, not represented. 

II9 PoWNAL, by Samuel H. West, M. 

120 MEDUNCOOK-Charter surrendered I884. 

121 AcACIA, by William D. Trufant, M. 

122 MARINE, by Moses D. Joyce, M; John J. Spofford, Proxy. 

123 FRANKLIN, by Benjamin F. Makepeace, M; Manley H. Blaisdell, SW. 

124 OLIVE BRA"CH, by Wilbur R. Clark, M. 

125 MERIDIAN, by Benjamin E. Cornell, M. 

126 TIMOTHY CHASE, by Elisha H. Haney, M. 

127 PRESUMPSCOT, by Hai:rison R. Waterhouse, Proxy. 
128 EGGEMOGGIN, by Henry A. Small, M. 

129 QUANTABACOOK, by Edwin R. Keene, Proxy. 
130 TRINITY, by Leon S. Howe, M. 

131 LooKouT, by Merritt G. Huntley, M. 
132 Mount Tir'em by William Douglass, Proxy. 

133 AsYLUM, by James M. Moulton, Proxy. 

134 TROJAN ,-Consolidated with Star in the West Lodge, No. 85, in 1888. 

135 RIVERSIDE, by Charles W. Besse, M. 
136 IoNic,-Charter surrendered in I88?. 

137 KENDUSKEAG, by Hosea B. Emery M; F. Ernest Harvey, Proxy. 

138 LEWY's ISLAND, by Benj. F. Chadbourne, Proxy. 

139 ARCHON, by Fred L. 0. Hussey, J'vl. 

140 MOUNT DESERT, by Clifford B. Richardson, M. 

141 AUGUSTA, by .Manning S. Campbell, Proxy. 
142 OCEAN, by Charles H. Brown, M. 

143 PREBLE, by George Harding, Proxy. 

144 SEASIDE, by Merrill A. Perkins, JW. 

145 MosEs WEBSTER, by Claes E. Bowman, M; Rue! K. Roberts, Proxy. 
146 SEBASTICOOK, by Benjamin T. Foster, Proxy. 
147 ---EVENING STAR, not represented. 

148 FoREST, by William E. Murdock, Proxy. 

149 DoRic, by Edward P. Blanchard, M. 
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1 so RABBONI, by Frank A. Conant, 1\L 

I 51 ExcELSIOR, by Radel A. Packard, ~-

I 52 CRoOKED RIVER, by J. Bennett Pike, Proxy. 

153 DELTA, by Elman J. Noyes, M; John A. Farrington, Proxy. 

•54 MYsTIC TIE, by Eugene S. Twaddle, M. 
rss ANCIENT YORK, by Harry E. Plummer, Proxy. 
rs6 VVILTO.:'{, by Leon A. Bump, M; Charles F. Rowell, Proxy, 
I 57 CAMBRIDGE, by Alfred H. Willis, Proxy. 

rs8 ANCHOR, by Nelson \V. Gamage, Proxy. 

159 EsOTERIC, by Curtis R. Foster, Proxy. 

r6o PARIAN, by John E. Gray, JW. 

161 CARRABASSE'IT, by Alpheus Nason, M. 
162 ARION, by Adelbert S. Taylor, Proxy. 

r8g 

163 PLEASANT RIVER, by Daniel V•l. Hayes, M; George W. McClain, Proxy. 

164 VlEBSTER, by Ed·wi.n Woodside, Proxy. 

165 MoLUNKUs, by Freeman C. Harris, Proxy. 

166 NEGUEMKEAG, by Harold E. Cook, M. 

I67 WHIT"EY, by Frank E. Bicknell, Proxy. 

r68 COMPOSITE, by Perley E. Speed, rvr; Nathan Elden, Proxy. 

169 SHEPHERD's RIVER, by Melvin Gould, M. 

170 CARIBOU, by Albert J. Taylor, M. 

171 NASKEAG, by Horace M. Pease,M. 

172 PINE TREE, by Virgil W. Hobbs, M; William II. Bither, SW. 

I:j3 PLEIADES, by ~elson C. V-lallace, Proxy. 
174 l"YNDE, by J. Mellen Taylor, M. 
175 BASKAHEGAN, by Leo. H. Tuck, Proxy. 

176 PALESTINE,- Consolidated with Dunlap, JVO. 47, Sept. 23, £895· 

l]j ---RISING STAR, not represented. 

178 AxciENT BROTHERs', by Albert M. Penley, Proxy. 

179 YORKSHIRE, by W m. B. Littlefield, Proxy. 

r8o HIRAM, by Albert A. Cole, Proxy. 

r8r REUEL W ASHBURN,-Consolidated with Oriental Star, llo. 2I, z'n I88z. 

182 GRANITE, by Arthur L. Mann, SV\'. 

183 DEERING, by Silas B. Adams, M; Chas. D. Moses, SW; Herbert B. 

Seal, JW; ·Francis E. Chase, Proxy. 

184 NAVAL, by Ernest L. Chaney, Proxy. 

185 EAR HARBoR, by Samuel J. Clement, Proxy. 
r86 WARREN PHILLIPS, by Henry S. Cobb, SW; Fred A. Cole, JW; Os· 

car L. Cousens, Proxy. 

187 IRA BERRY, by Charles A. Snow, JW; Ithamar E. Stanley, Proxy. 

188 JONESPORT, by Samuel B. Cummings, M. 

189 KNox, by Alden W. Butler, M. 
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HJO SPRINGVALE, by Charles H. Ogden, Jr., SW. 

191 DAVIS, by Charles B. Richardson, Proxy. 

192 WINTER HARBOR, by Hilliard G. Smallidge, SW. 

193 WASHBURN, by Robert W. Chapman, M. 

194 EucLID, by Samuel E. Remick, M. 

195 RELIANCE, by Luther W. Weed, SW. 

196 BAY VIEW, by Frank Seavey, M. 

197 ARoosTOOK, by Charles G. Briggs, Proxy. 

198 ST. AsPINQUID, by John C. Stewart, Proxy. 

199 BINGHAM, by William H. Collins, Proxy. 

200 COLUMBIA, by Geo. Vl. Brown, M. 
201 DAVID A. HoOPER, by Gilbe.rt F. Hooper, :.\1. 

202 ---MoUNT BIGELOW, not represented. 

203 MoUNT OLIVET, by John C. Howes, Pro:<y. 

[May, 

Number of chartered lodges, 195; represented, 190; delegates, 251. 

Your committee further find that the following Permanent Mem hers are 

present: 

M. W. JosiAH H. DRUMMOND, 

EDWARD P. BuRNHAM, 

CHARLES I. CoLLAMORE, 

WILLIAM R. G. EsTEs, 

FESSENDEN I. DAY, 

FRANK E. SLEEPER, 

ALBRO E. CHASE, 

HENRY R .. T A Yl.OR, 

HoRACE H. BuRBAl\TK, 

AUGUSTUS B. FARNHAM, 

JosEPH A. LocKE, 

R. w. THADDEUS R. SIMONTON, 

SUMNER ]. CHADBOURNE, 

jOSEPH M. HAYES, 

LEANDER M. KENNISTON, 

DANIEL P. BoYNTON, 

GEoRGE R. SHAW, 

HERBERT HARRIS, 

ALBERT M. PENLEY, 

WILLIAM J. BuRNHAM, 

}OHN W. BALLOU, 

A. M. WETHERBEE, 

EDWIN HoWARD VosE, 

ARCHIE LEE TALBOT, 

P.G.M. 

P.S.G. W. 

P. J. G. W. 
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R. W. AUGUSTUS BAILEY, 

BENJAMIN A:MES, 

ALGERNO::'{ M. RoAK, 

ED:MUND B. MALLET, 

SAMUEL L. MILLER, 

HowARD D. SMITH, 

WM. FREEMAN LoRD, 

MosES TArT, 

BENJAMIN L. HADLEY, 

ENOCH 0. GREENLEAF, 

MILLARD M. CASWELL, 

FRANKLIN R. REDLON, 

And Grand Officers as follows: 

M. W. WINFIELD S. CHOATE, 

R. W. ALFRED S. KIMBALL, 

jAMES E. PARSONS, 

JoHN H. McGoRRILL, 

MARQUIS F. KING, 

STEPHEN BERRY, 

CHARLES D. SMITH, 

ALFRED S:MALL, 

THEODORE A. SMITH, 

HAROLD E. MORRILL, 

FRED C. BARTON, -

ADELBERT MILLETT, 

G. DuDLEY GouLD, 

JoHN R. McDoUGALL, 

THOMAS H. :RODGE, 

)AMES H. WI'I'HERELL, 

GRANVILLE D. PERKINS, 

PEREZ S. BURR, 

FRED RAYMOND, 

JosEPH W. SIMPSON, 

ALBERT H. BURROUGHS, 

TOBIAS L. EASTMAN, 

EVERETT M. STAPLES, 

PHILIP J. MILLS, 

CHARLES F. PAINE, 

MILTON L. MERRILL, 

FRANK WILSON, 

LIONEL 0. BRACKETT, 

GEo. A. GORHAM, ]R., 

P. ]. G. W. 

" 

" 

Grand Master. 

Deputy Grand ){aster. 

Senior Grand Warden. 

Junior Grand Warden. 

Grand Treasurer. 

Grand Secretary. 

Cor. Grand Secretary. 

D. D. G. M. 2d Dist. 

4d 

5th 

6th 

?th 

9th 
1oth 

I Ith 

12th 

IJth 

14th 

15th 
I 6th 

17th 

I 8th 

19th 
2oth 

21St 

22d 

2Jd 

24th 

25th 
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W. & Rev. ELMER F. PEMBER, 

}OBN GIBSON, 

w. EDWIN C. DUDLEY, -

ERMON D. EASTMAN, 

CHARLES W. CROSBY, 

RoBERT W. CARR, 

ALBERT M. A:MES,

WrLLIAM N. HowE, 

LEVI E. JONES, -

WALTER 8. SMITH, 

WARREN 0 .. CARNEY, 

-' 

Gr~nd Chaplain. 

'' Marshal. 
Senior Deacon. 

Junior Deacon. 

Steward. 

Sword Bearer. 

Stand'd Bearer. 

Organist. 

Tyler. 

There are present the following Grand Representatives from other Grand 
Lodges: 

Alabama-JosiAH H. DRUYMOND. 

Arizona-AUGUSTUS BAILEY. 

Arkansas-JoHN W. BALLOU. 

British Columbia-

THADDEUs R. SIMOYTON. 

California-HENRY R. TAYLOR. 

Canada-SUMNER J. CHADBOURNE. 

Colorado-FRANK E. SLEEPER. 

Cuba-E. HoWARD VosE. 

Connecticut-AusTr~ D. K.srGHT. 

Nebraska-ED\VARD P. BURNHAM. 

Nevada-LEANDER M. KENKISTON. 

New Hampshire-HowARD D. SMITH. 

New Jersey-JosiAH H. DRUMMoN:p._ 

New York-MARQUIS F. KING. ~ 

New Zealand-HERBERT HARRIS. 

North Carolina-WM. R. G. EsTES. 

North Dakota-ALGERNON M. RoAK. 

Nova Scotia-JosiAH H. DRUMMo~D__;_,_ 

Ohio-WM. ]. Br.:RNHAM. 

Delaware-AUGUSTUS B. FARNHAM. Oregon-ERMON D. EASTMAN. 

Dist. of Columbia-STEPHEN BERRY. Peru-ALFRED S. KIMBALL. 

Florida-JosiAH H. DRUMMOND. 

Georgia-

Idaho-ALBRO E. CHASE. 

Illinois-JoSEPH A. LocKE. 

Quebec-jOSIAH H. DRUMMOND. 

Rhode Island-HoRACE H. BuRBA~K. 

South Australia-BENJAMIN AMES. 

South Dakota-

Indian Territory-JosEPH :M. HAYES. 

Kansas-ARCHIE LEE TALBOT. 

FRANCIS T. FAULKNER. 

Tennessee-HuGH R. CHAPLIN. 

Louisiana-JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND. Texas-jOSIAH H. DRUMMOND. 

Manitoba-A. M. WETHERBEE. Utah-EDWIN C. DUDLEY. 

Maryland-SAMUEL L. MILLER. Vermont-GEo. R. SHAW. 

Michigan-FESSENDEN I. DAY. Virginia-V\'INFIELD S. CHOATE. 

Minnesota-joHN B. REDMA.:V. Washington-ENoCH 0. GREENLEAF. 

Mississippi-CHAS. I. Cor.LA1IORE. West Virginia-ALBERT M. PE~LEY. 

Missouri-DANIEL P. BoYNToN. ¥i"'"isconsin........:._EDMUND B. MALI.ET. 

:Fraternally submitted, 

WILLIAM N. HOWE, ~ 
FRANCIS L. TALBOT, Committee. 
CHARLES B. ADAMS, 
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The report was accepted and sent to the Commit
tee on Pay Roll, who were authorized to add and 
amend. 

VISITORS. 

The Grand Master ordered that all Master Masons 
in good standing be admitted as visitors during this 
communication. 

He then announced the following 

STANDING COMMITTEES . 

• 
On Doings tifthe Grand Officers. 

HENRY R. TAYLOR, JosEPH A. LocKE, HowARD_D. SMITH. 

On the Pay Roll. 

A. C. T. KING, VvT ALTER S. GLIDDEN, THO~IAS H. BODGE. 

On Unfinished Business. 

JosEPH M. HAYEs, ALBERT M. p'ENLEY, E~ocH 0. GREENLEAF. 

The Grand Master then delivered his 

ANNUAL ADRRESS. 

Brethrm of the Grand Lodge: 

It is with great pleasure that we extend cordial greetings to 

each other, and an equally great pleasure to me to welcome you 

to the first communication of our Grand Lodge in the twentieth 

century. 
We pass from year to year with but little thought of the rapid 

flight of time, but in entering upon a new century our thoughts 

are almost involuntarily turned to the contemplation of the past, 

and the consideration of the great events which have marked its 

progress, and we may seek to peer into the future and try to dis

cern what it may have in store for us. 

As we as masons behold the magnificent progress and develop

ment of the nineteenth century, we may well pause and ask our

selves if we have kept pace with all that is wisest and best, and 
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aided in that progress and development in such a way as to justify 

our existence as a great factor in civilization. 

In the consideration of the question of our progress, we must 

constantly bear in mind that the progress of our order during the 

last century has been large during the last fifty years; the first 

half was beset with difficulties if not with dangers; opposed by 

those who, ignorant of its true principles and teachings, thought 

they saw in it a menace to the church and State, it was only by 

the firm convictions, unwavering loyalty and devotion of its lead
ers, that it was enabled to sustain itself against all opposition, and 

at last place itself upon the firm foundation on which it now stands, 

and to reach the splendid development of our day. 

It has seemed strange to me that those, who sought the over

throw of Masonry, should not have considered the wisdom of the 

wise Gamaliel, who, when consulted as to what should be done to 

the early Christians, said, " refrain from these men and let them 

alone, for if this counsel or this work be of men it will come to 

naught, but if it be of God ye cannot overthrow it." Had they 

comprehended the profound wisdom thus expressed they would 

then have known that if Masonry was what they claimed, it would 

surely come to naught, but if it was what we know it to be, 

founded on principles of right and justice, then they could not 

overthrow it. 

It would be useless for me to attempt to speak to you in detail 

of the progress of Masonry throughout the world during the cen

tury just past, but I will call your attention to a few facts relating 

to its development in the United States, which the masons of 

Maine ought to know, and which must lead them to have a more 

steadfast faith in our order and a firm conviction that its future is 

secure. 

At the close of the eighteenth century there were fourteen 
Grand Lodges in existence in the United States. All of the orig

inal thirteen States of the Union, except Delaware, had organized 

a Grand Lodge; these, with Vermont and Kentucky, made up the 
fourteen. The dates of their several organization are as follows: 

Massachusetts '777· Virginia rn8, Maryland I78J, Pennsylvania 
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1786, Georgia December 16th, and New Jersey Dec. 18, 1786, 

North Carolina 1787, New York 1787, South Carolina 1787, Con

necticut July 8 and New Hampshire July 18, 1789, Rhode Island 

'79'• Vermont 1794 and Kentucky 18oo. Delaware followed in 
r8o6, and from that date the other Grand Lodges in the United 

States organized as follows: Ohio 18o8, District of Columbia 

18ro, Louisiana 18r2, Tennessee I8IJ, Indiana January 12 and 

Mississippi July 27, 18r8, Maine 182o, Alabama and Missouri 

1821, Florida 183o, Arkansas r832, Texas 1837, Illinois 184o, 
Wisconsin 1843, Iowa January 8 and Michigan September 14, 

r844, California April 28 and Kansas March r7, r8so, Oregon 

18sr, Minnesota r853, Nebraska 1857• Washington r8s8, Col

orado r86r, Nevada Jan. r6 and West Virginia May rr, 186s, 

Montana 1866, Idaho 1867, Utah 18p, Indian Territory Oct. 5 

and Wyoming Dec. rs, 1874, South Dakota, r875, New Mexico 

1877, Arizona r882, North Dakota r889, Oklahoma r892. 

The fourteen Grand Jurisdictions which were in existence at 

the beginning of the century now have a membership of 322,259· 

Those organized during the century have a membership of 

476,961. 
The returns of the lodges in the U. S. in 1892-93 showed a 

membership of 68g,s87. Those of 18g8-r8gg a membership of 

799,220, or an increase during six years of IDg,6JJ, or more than 

rS,ooo per year. 

There are so Grand Lodges in the United States, one in each 

State, and one each in the District of Columbia and the territo

ties of Arizona, New Mexico, Oklahoma and Indian. 

These are but few of the facts which forcibly illustrate the 

growth of Masonry during the century just past; they show that 

that growth is marked and steady, and we may well look forward 

to a still greater increase in the future. 

As we meet from year to year we miss from among us many of 

our brethren, who have been called from their labors. While the 

permanent membership of the Grand Lodge has not been invaded 

during the past year, three hundred and ninety-nine of our breth

ren have died ; many of them have been prominent in our order, 
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and we trust that all have left behind memories which will be 
cherished by their brethren and that their good works will help 

those who may follow in their footsteps. 

Our sister jurisdictions have been called to part with many 

honored and distinguished brethren, brethren who have labored 

long and earnestly in our cause and have left a record of good 

works worthy of emulation. 

ALABAMA.-Henry Clay Armstrong died on the 17th day of 

December, 19oo. Brother Armstrong had devoted much time to 
Masonry, he had been Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter 

for three years and Grand Master for two years, and at the time 

of. his death he was Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge, Grand 

Chapter and Grand Council, and Grand Recorder of the Grand 

Commandery. His loss is deeply mourned by the brethren of 

Alabama. 

At the meeting of the Grand Lodge of Virginia in December, 

1899, at Alexandria, I remember well his eloquent response for his 

Grand Jurisdiction. 

ARKANSAS.-Robert Maxwell Smith was lost in the terrible dis

aster at Galveston, Texas, where he was a visitor; his body has 

never been recovered. He was Past Grand Master of the Grand 

Lodge of Arkansas. His progress in Masonry was rapid; made 
a mason in r892, elected Grand Senior Warden in 1896, Deputy 

in r897 and Grand Master in 1898. 

W. H. Gee died May z8, 19oo. Grand Master in r887 and 

r888. The Grand Master speaks of him as "a zealous, faithful 

member of our beloved institution." 

DISTRICT OF CoLUMBIA.-William Reynolds Singleton, Grand 

Secretary of the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia since 

r875, died February 23, r9or. He was also chairman of the 

Committee on Correspondence. Made a mason in r84o, he gave 

over sixty years of good and faithful service to the cause. 

low A.-Edward Carlton Blackman, Past Grand Master, died at 

his home in Burlington, October 7, r 900. He was Grand Master 

of the Grand Lodge r887 and rS88. Made a mason in r856, he 
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gave his best efforts for the order in the many high offices to 

which he was called by his brethren. 

KANSAS.-Silas E. Sheldon, died April Ig, I9oo. Bro. Sheldon 

was Grand Master in I886, Grand High Priest in I88I, Grand 

Commander in I876, and held many other positions of trust and 

confidence in the order, and gave to all conscientious labor. 

Cyrus K. Holliday, Past Deputy Grand Master, died March 

29, I9oo ; for nearly fifty years he was an active and energetic 
member of our fraternity, and won the esteem and confidence of 

his brethren. 

MrcHIGAN.-Michigan has been called upon to mourn the loss 
of two Past Grand Masters during the year. Edwin L. Bowring, 

Grand Master of Michigan in I895, died suddenly at his home 

October z6, I9oo. An active and enthusiastic mason, he was 

taken in the full strength of manhood to the Celestial Lodge 

where so many brethren have gone before. 

Alanson Partridge died July 7, I goo; he was Grand Master of 

Michigan in I 882, and held many other high offices in the frater

nity, having been Master of Birmingham Lodge for twenty-eight 
years. By his genial personality and wise counsel he won the 

confidence and love of his brethren, 
MrssrssiPPI.-John F. McCormick, Past Grand Master, died 

April I o, I goo. Bro. McCormick, at the time of his death, was 

our Representative near the Grand Lodge of Mississippi. He 

was held in high esteem, not only by the craft but by his fellow 

citizens. I hav~ expressed to our sister jurisdiction our sympathy 

in their loss, and requested the Grand Master to nominate a suc

cessor as Grand Representative for Maine. 

NEBRASKA.-James A. Tulleys, Grand Master in I88o, died 
January 21, rgor. In r8g4 he was appointed Grand Custodian 
of the Grand Lodge, which position he held until his death. His 
services were characterized by ability, zeal and fidelity to the fra

ternity. 

TENNESSEE.-George Hamilton Morang, Grand Master in I895 

and for four years chairman of the Committee on Foreign Cor

respondence, died July 27, Igoo. Honored by the craft and by 
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his fellow citizens, his memory will long be cherished by those 
who knew him. 

VIRGINIA.-John Howard Wayt, died February 13, rgo'r. He 

served the Grand Lodge as Grand Master I 89o-9 r, and declined 

a re-election. Grand Master Kerns, in announcing the death of 

Bro. Wayt, says: " No higher type of a just and upright mason 
moved among us." 

WiscoNSIN.-John Warren Laflin, for seventeen years Grand 

Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin, died August 30, 
1 goo. The high praise of the work done in the order is the 

noblest memorial to the memory of this brother. 

BRITISH CotuMBIA.-Thomas Trounce, died July 30, rgoo. 

He held many offices in the fraternity and was Grand Master in 

I885. He was active for the good of the order and his sterling 

qualities endeared him to his brethren. 

CONDITION OF THE CRAFT. 

It gives me great satisfaction· to announce to you that the prog

ress of the craft during the last year has exceeded our most san

guine expectations, and from the reports of the District Deputy 

Grand Masters it appears that peace and harmony generally pre

vail throughout this jurisdiction. 

From the returns of the lodges made to the Grand Secretary's 

office it appears that there has been a substantial gain in mem

bership during the past year, the total membership being 2z,6go, 

against 22,277 in I9oo, a gain of 413; r,o77 initiated against 829 

in I goo; r,o38 raised against 764 last year; 67 re-instated, last 
year 78; 399 have died against 400 last year. The number 
rejected is 240, showing that the lodges are carefully considering 
the fitness of candidates. 

The reports show that I has been suspended, 2 expelled, 2 68 

suspended from membership and 25 deprived of membership, 

a total of 296 against 279 in rgoo. 

While this condition is most encouraging, I would again call 

your attention to the large number of brethren who have been 
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deprived of the benefits of the order on account of their failure to 

comply with the rules and regulations established for our govern

ment, and would urge upon all lodges th: exercise of the utmost 

care, before the admission of new members; quality, not quantity, 

should be the rule by which we should be guided. 

I am informed by the Grand Treasurer that in all departments 

our financial condition is very satisfactory. 

I feel justified from these facts in congratulating you upon the 

auspicious beginning of the new masonic year and the new century, 

and earnestly hope that this progress and development may con

tinue. 

LODGES 'CNDER DISPENSATIO::i. 

We have two lodges working under dispens~tions at the present 

time. One at Kingfield, Mt. Abram, and one at Millinocket, 

Nollesemic. 

The dispensation for the lodge at Kingfield was granted by the 

Grand Lodge at the last annual communication, that at Millinocket 

I granted under date of Nov. 17, r9oo, with Chas. J. MacNutt 
as Master. 

From the reports of the District Deputies of the rsth and 25th 

Districts, both lodges seem to be in a very prosperous condition, 

with capable and energetic officers. 

PETITION FOR DISPENSATIO.!'i. 

March 25, r9or, I received and referred to Committee on Dis

pensations and Charters, petition for lodge at Howland ; the peti

tion was accompanied by all necessary papers except the consent 

of Horeb Lodge, No. 93, Lincoln, which was withheld. This 

matter will be presented to you for determination at this commu

nication. 

In the report of the D. D. G. M, for the Fifth District you will 
find particular reference to this matter. 

14 G. L, I 
.I 
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DISPENSATIONS. 

During the year the following dispensations have been granted : 

Fcw Elations. 

Sept. 5, rgoo, Plymouth Lodge, No. 75, Plymouth, to elect offi
cers at their regular meeting in October, having failed to elect in 
September, there being but five members present. 

Dec. 13, rgoo, Crescent Lodge, No. 78, Pembroke, to elect 

officers and transact other business of annual meeting at regular 
meeting in December, the annual meeting in November not being 

held on account of severe storm. 

January 12, rgor, Rising Virtue Lodge, No. 10, Bangor, to 
elect Junior Warden at special meeting, the Junior Warden elect 
having declined the office. 

, To Occupy Halls Temporarily, 

May 16, rgoo, King Hiram Lodge, No. 57, Dixfield, to hold 
meeting and work in a larger hall one night. 

June 7, rgoo, Blazing Star Lodge, No. 30, Rumford Falls, 
same. 

April 13, rgor, Ancient York Lodge, No. 155, Lisbon Falls, to 
hold meetings in hall formerly occupied by it. The hall of An
cient York- was destroyed by fire and they are obliged to seek 

new accommodations. I was happy to learn that their charter, 
records and books passed through the fire uninjured. 

May 2, rgoo, Bethlehem Lodge, No. 35, Augusta, to confer the 
Third degree before the Grand Lodge at Portland. 

January 7, rgor, Pacific Lodge, No. 64, Exeter, to hold a 

meeting in the town of Stetson for the purpose of installing officers. 

_ January 12, rgor, Olive Branch Lodge, No. 124, East Corinth, 
to hold meeting in the town of Charleston for same purpose, 

February 25, rgor, Cambridge Lodge, No. 157, to hold a meet
ing for work in the town of Wellington, that being within the 
jurisdiction of said lodge. 

February 8, rgor, Bar Harbor Lodge, No. 185, to hold meeting 
at Ellsworth and confer the degrees before masonic convention 

on candidate already accepted by said lodge. 
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1 o receioe and ballot upon application at same meeting. 

May II, I9oo, Oriental Lodge, No. 13, Bridgton. 
March rs, I9o1, Meridian Splendor Lodge, No. 49, Newport. 
April 6, r 90 I, Mariners' Lodge, No. 68, Searsport. 

To receive and act upon applications where candidate has not resided in this 

State one year. 

May 5, 1900, Frontier Lodge, No. rr2, Fairfield. 

January r, I90I, Lygonia Lodge, No. 4o, Ellsworth. 

February 27, r9oi, Kennebec Lodge, No.5, Hallowell. 

April I8, I9o1, St. George's Lodge, No. r6, Warren. 

February I r, I9or, Marine Lodge, No. 122, Deer Isle, to bal

lot upon application at special meeting, it having been received 

and referred at a regular meeting. 

To attend divine sen'ices. 

June 5, I9oo, St. Paul's Lodge, No. 82, Rockport 

June 9, r9oo, Eastern Frontier Lodge, No. rr2, Fort Fairfield. 

June 9, 19oo, Lygonia Lodge, No. 40, Ellsworth. 

June I 1, I9oo, Esoteric Lodge, No. 159, Ellsworth. 

June IJ, 1900, Nezinscot Lodge, No. 101, Turner. 

June 18, 19oo, Washington Lodge, No. 37, Lubec. 
June I8, r9oo, Trinity Lodge, No. IJo, Presque Isle. 

June 20, I9oo, Bingham Lodge, No. 199, Bingham. 

June 2r, r9oo, Wilton Lodge, No. 156, Wilton. 

June 2I, I9oo, Lewy's Island Lodge, No. 138, Princeton. 

June 21, 1900, Siloam Lodge, No. 92, Fairfield. 

July 13, 19oo, Meridian Lodge, No. 125, Pittsfield. 

December 24, r9oo, Eastern Lodge, No.7, Eastport. 

February 26, 1901, Reliance Lodge, No. 195, Stonington. 

February z6, 1901, Marine Lodge, No. 122, Deer Isle. 

DECISIONS. 

Although I have been called upon to answer many questions 

relating to jurisprudence during the year, I find on examination 

that a very large proportion have been ori questions which have 
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been before decided and but few are new. Among the latter are 
these: 

A waiver of jurisdiction -is granted and application made and 

candidate accepted; he fails to take his degrees during the year 

and then makes a second application to same lodge ; is it neces

essary to get a second waiver of jurisdiction? 

Answer. No, not if the candidate is still under the jurisdic

tion of the lodge granting the waiver. If at the time of the sec

ond application, the candidate is under the jurisdiction of a lodge 
other than the one granting the waiver this decision will not a p

ply. 

In r857, a candidate took the first and second degrees, but for 
personal reasons and on account of absence from this State he 

had not taken the third ; in r goo he returned to this State and 

desires to be made a Master Mason in the same lodge that con

ferred the first and second degrees. Can he do so? 

Answer. Yes, there is no limitation of time within which the 

second or third degrees must be taken. Although the residence 

of the candidate may be now outside of this jurisdiction, the fact 

that the lodge in Maine conferred the first and second degrees, 

gives it jurisdiction to complete the work. Substantially the same 

question was decided in rgoo. 

This latter decision led to one of the interesting occasions of 

the year. In r857,forty-three years ago, Col. Israel B. Norcross 

took the first two steps in Masonry in Rising Virtue Lodge, in 

Bangor; at that time Colonel Jere Fenno was Senior Warden ~f 

the lodge, and in the absence of the Master presided and con· 

£erred the degrees ; in r 9oo Col. Norcross returned from his 

western home and desired to take the third degree, and on Oct. 

26, rgoo, it being the 8oth birthday of Col. Fenno, in the pres

ence of some 350 members of Rising Virtue Lodge and visitors, 

with Col. Fenno acting as Worshipful Master, assisted by M. W. 

Chas. I. Collamore as Senior Warden, Wm .. Thompson as Junior 

Warden, \V. Charles York as Senior Deacon, W. Frank T. 

Sparks as Junior Deacon, W. Walter S. Bolton as Marshal, W. P. 

H. Coombs as Senior Steward, W. A. G. Noyes as Junior Stew-
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ard, and Rev. E. F. Pember as Chaplain, the ceremony was per

formed. Other Past Masters assisting were Thos. T. Taber, John 

H. Kerr, D. W. Maxfield and W. H. Knowles. The work through

out was most impressive and reflected great credit upon Brother 

Fenno, who, notwithstanding his advanced years, showed himself 

a thorough master of the situation. The work, with the banquet 

and speeches which followed, made the occasion one long to be 

remem ber~d. 

CONVENTIONS. 

Grand Lecturer M. W. Brother Frank E. Sleeper has held three 

conventions for masonic instruction. 

Guilford, November 23, 1900. 

Augusta, December 4, 19oo. 

Camden, December 13, 1900. 

I have again received reports from the District Deputy Grand 

Masters upon these conventions, and it is manifest that they are 

of great benefit, not only to those who attend, but through them to 

the whole fraternity. Their influence in promoting uniformity and 

excellence of work cannot be over estimated, and I would most 
earnestly urge all officers of the lodges, and especially all D. D. 
G. Ms. to be present, if possible, at least once during the year. 

The report of the Grand Lecturer is laid before you for your in

formation. 

DISTRICT DEPUTIES. 

The reports of the several District Deputy Grand Masters are 

laid before you for information and consideration. 

I wish to call the attention of all officers of lodges to a practice 

which fortunately is growing, and one which meets my hearty 

approval, that of requiring an examination before the lodge of 

every candidate before he is allowed advancement. Last year I 

took occasion to call your attention to this matter, and again I 

wish to impress its importance upon all who have to do with it. 

The position of District Deputy Grand Master is one of great 

importance: brought into the closest relations with the several 



200 Proceedings of the [May, 

lodges, their opportunities to impart instruction and wise counsel 

are far beyond those enjoyed by any other officer, and I desire 

to commend the able, thorough and conscientious work of the 

District Deputies during the last two years. 

The practice which is becoming quite general, and which it is 

hoped will become universal, that of holding district conventions, 

should be encouraged; following the conventions held by the 

Grand Lecturer, they afford opportunities for instruction which 

can be obtained in no other way. 

BY-LAWS. 

I have approved the by-laws of the following lodges: 

Arion Lodge, No. r6.z, Goodwin's Mills. 

Eastern Lodge, No. 7, Eastport. 

Quantabacook Lodge, No. r29, Searsmont. 

Springvale Lodge, No. 190, Springvale. 

And amendments to the by-laws of 

Excelsior Lodge, No. 15r, Northport. 

Portland Lodge, No. r, Portland. 

Seaside Lodge, No. 144, Boothbay Harbor. 

Shepherd's River Lodge, No. r69, Brownfield. 

Hiram Lodge, No. r8o, South Portland. 

lKSTALLATIONS. 

I have installed the officers of the following lodges during the 

year: 

Morning Star Lodge, No, 41, Litchfield, Sept. r8, 1900. 

Kennebec Lodge, No. 5, Hallowell, Nov. zo, 19oo. 

Portland Lodge, No. r, Portland, Nov. z8, 1900. 

Bethlehem Lodge, No. 35, Augusta, Nov. z6, 1900. 

Augusta Lodge, No. 141, Augusta. 

Waterville Lodge, No. 33• Waterville. 

I have been obliged to decline many kind invitations of lodges 

to install officers, and to visit them on interesting occasions. 
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GRAND REPRESENTATIVES. 

The death of Past Grand Master Hiram Chase, left Utah with
out a Representative near our Grand Lodge, and August 25,. 

I9oo, I nominated W. Edwin C. Dudley, of Augusta, for that 

position, and he has been duly commissioned by the Grand Master 

of Utah. 

TRIALS. 

In accordance with the resolve passed at the annual communi

cation, I9oo, (page 50 of the proceedings) Carrabassett Lodge, 

No. I6I, Canaan, preferred charges against Geo. E. Washburn and 

he was tried thereon and found not guilty. The report of pro
ceedings was received by me January II, 190I, and referred to 

the Committee on Grievances and Appeals, to be returned to the 

Grand Lodge as provided in the resolve. 

June 5, 1900, I received proceedings of Oxford Lodge, No. r8, 

Norway, against Fred A. Crockett. The plea was guilty, and 
the punishment imposed, a reprimand. I sustained the· proceed

ings of the lodge. and directed the W. M. to require Bro. Crock
ett to appear before the lodge and receive such reprimand as the 

W. M. should, in his good judgment, impose. 

June 24, I9oo, I received the proceedings of Portland Lodge, 

No. r, against Fred G. Mitchell and Dana H. Miles. 

In the case of Dana H. Miles, I sustained the proceedings and 

directed the W. M. to carry out the sentence of the lodge, viz : a 

reprimand. In the case against Fred G. Mitchell, the sentence 

being indefinite suspension from all masonic rights, the proceed

ings were referred to the Committee on Grievances and Appeals, 

to report at this communication. 
I have also received the proceedings of .Central Lodge, No. 

45, China, against John B. Doe; the respondent was found guilty 

of the charge and sentenced to expulsion. The proceedings were 

referred to the Committee on Grievances and Appeals, to report 

to the Grand Lodge for your action at this time. 
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SPECIAL CO:MMU~ICATION. 

At Fairfield, October r8th, 1900, the new lodge rooms of Siloam 

Lodge, No. 92, were dedicated by the Grand Lodge. The officers 

taking part were as follows: 

M. w. Winfield S. Choate, Augusta, Grand Master. I 
R. W. Thos. H. Badge, Augusta, as Deputy Grand Master. 

Geo. M. Chapman, Fairfield, " Senior Grand \Varden. 
1 

R. W. John H. McGorrill, Fairfield, Junior " " 1 

B. H. Lawrence, Fairfield, 

J. E. Blanchard, Augusta, 

F. E. McFadden, Fairfield, 

Edwin C. Dudley, Augusta, 

as Grand Treasurer. 

" Secretary. 

w. 
w. 

" Architect. 

W. & Rev. Geo. F. Degan, Augusta, 

W. C. W. Crosby, Readfield, as 

W. H. W. S. Lovejoy, Fairfield, " 

W. E. H. Jones, Augusta, 
H. F. Totman, Fairfield, 

Edbert Kelley, Fairfield, 

" 

Grand Marshal. 

Grand Chaplain. 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

Senior Deacon. 

Junion Deacon. 

Senior Steward. 

Junior Steward. 

Tyler. 

The occasion was one of importance to our brethren of Siloam 

Lodge; the building in which the lodge has now found a beauti

ful home is new ; nothing has been left undone to make the lodge 

room one of the best in the State. The brethren are to be ~com

mended for the zeal and enthusiasm which enabled them to ac
complish this splendid result. 

INTERNATIONAL MASONRY. 

I have received communications from the Grand Lodge of 

Switzerland, asking for correspondence and negotiations with the 

Grand Lodge of Maine looking to ''The establishment of contin

uous relations between the different Masonic Powers of the Globe, 

irrespective of their denomination or their Rite, with a view to 

their mutual support in the research of scientific, philosophical 

and socialogical truths." 

The communication states that at the International Masonic 

Congresses held in Paris r899, Antwerp r894, the Hague 1896, 
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and Paris rgoo, the opinion was expressed that it would be de

sirable to find means for establishing a mutual understanding 
among the masonic lodges of the Globe, with a view to an effi

cacious co-operation of Freemasonry throughout the world. 
The points to which especial attention is called, and the ques

tions to which answers are requested, are : 

r. Would this Grand Lodge be disposed to assent to the pro

posal of creating a permanent International Office, in the style of 

the International Office for the postal service or of other Interna

tional Offices of the same description, for the purpose of estab

lishing lasting relations between the Grand Lodges of the Globe ? 

2. On what conditions would that assent depend? 

3· Would we be disposed to take. part, either by correspond

ence or by delegates, in a Congress which would be prepared to 
study this question ? 

4· What time would suit us best for such a convocation ? 

5. What is the number of lodges belonging to our Grand 

Lodge? 

6. What is the number of masons appertaining to our Grand 

Lodge? 
I commend this important matter to your careful consideration. 
The events of the past few years have so extended the jurisdic

tion of the United States, that we are brought into close relations 

with countries and peoples, before almost strangers to us. Cuba, 
Porto Rico, the Philippine and Sandwich Islands, gems of the 

Atlantic and Pacific, and they all have masons, have claims upon 

our people and upon the masons of this nation, which they never 

before possessed, and it would seem that intimate relations such 

as proposed would not only, help to carry the grand principles of 

liberty and good government to the people of those islands, but 

must also be a potent factor in promoting peace throughout the 

world. 

GRAND LODGE OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 

In September, rgoo, I received through the Grand Secretary, a 
communication announcing the organization of a Grand Lodge 
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for Western Australia, with Sir Gerard Smith, Gtand Master, and 

J. D. Stevenson, Grand Secretary, and soliciting from the Grand 
Lodge of Maine official and fraternal recognition and exchange 

of representatives. 
The communication has been referred to the Committee on 

Correspondence to report at this communication. 

MASONRY IN KEKTUCKY. 

There has been issued and sent, doubtless, to all the Grand 

Masters in the United States, documents and publications relat

ing to the "Ancient York Masons," in Kentucky. 

A proclamation was issued by the Grand Master of Free and 
Accepted Masons in that State, stating that the lodges organized 

under authority from the Grand Lodge of the Ancient York 

Masons had no authority for their existence, having no charter or 

dispensation from the Grand Lodge of Kentucky. This has 

been followed by a proclamation by the " Grand Master of the 

Grand Lodge of Ancient York Masons," in which he claims that 

the Grand Lodge which he represents and the subordinate lodges 

are legally constituted, instituted strictly in accordance with the 

Ancient Constitutions and Land Marks of Ancient Craft Masonry, 

and further he makes a counter proclamation in which he declares 

the Grand Lodge of F. & A. M. of the State of Kentucky and the 

lodges under its jurisdiction clandestine, and not entitled to any 

lawful masonic recognition. 

We at present recognize the Grand Lodge of F. & A. M. as the 

one entitled to recognition. 

I have referred the matter to the Committee on Correspondence 

for investigation and report to this Grand Lodge. 

OHlO. 

I have received a communication from the "Grand Master An

cient Free and Accepted Masons of the State of Ohio," in which 
he claims that the body over which he presides is entitled to rec

ognition by the masonic fraternity, and asking for an investiga-
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tion of the claims made in its behalf. I would suggest that the 

communication be referred to the appropriate committee, to report 

later to the Grand Lodge. 

MASONIC BOARD OF RELIEF AND EGGEMOGGIN LODGE. 

I have received copies of letter and telegrams passed between 

the Board of Relief at Oakland, California, and Eggemoggin 

Lodge, No. rz8, of Sedgwick, relating to relief furnished a brother 

of said lodge and expenses of burial. I suggest that the matter be 

referred to the Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence for consid

eration. 

NORTHERN STAR AND KEYSTONE LODGES. 

In the matter in question between these lodges as to the mem

bership of Abel W. Rowell, the Committee on Masonic Jurispru

dence reported to me in August, and their conclusions were a p

proved and a copy of their report sent to each lodge. 

MAKING PUBLIC THE ACTION OF LODGES. 

My attention has been called, by distinguished members of the 
Craft, to what seems to be the growing practice of publishing in 

the newspapers accounts of the private business of the lodges, such 

as names of candidates, working certain degrees, accepting peti
tions, and other matters, which relate to the special business of 

the lodge. 
I think it would be well for the Committee on Masonic Juris pru

dence to take this matter under consideration and report what, if 

any, action is necessary. 

IN CONCLUSION. 

My brethren, twice have you honored me, by placing me in the 

high position of Grand Master of Masons of our beloved State ; 

at this communication you will elect another to this place ; permit 
me again to express to you my deepest feelings of gratitude to 

you for your confidence and esteem. Whatever success has been 
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ours, I know has been due in a great measure to the cordial co

operation of my brethren and their enthusiasm for our order. 

Masonry is stronger in Maine to-day than ever before ; its de

velopment during the last fifty years has been marked and con

stant, and it rests with us, brethren, to so labor for it that its future 

shall be secure. 

If I am asked what one thing will be most helpful, and tend in 

the greatest measure to our success, now and in the future, I 

would say the recognition by every mason of his own individual 
duty and responsibility. 

We have each voluntarily taken upon ourselves certain duties 
and obligations. We have each promised that those duties shall 

be fully and conscientiously discharged, and that every obligation 

shall be met in the true spirit of our fraternity; shall it be done? 

Upon each one rests the responsibility; not the responsibility to 

do that which is distasteful to us, but that which must be to 

every true mason a pleasure and satisfaction. 

The strength of every institution is the united strength of all 

its members; let every brother ask himself whether he is an ele
ment of weakness or of strength in our Temple. 

Every stone in the temple of our first Grand Master had its 

appointed place. It was quarried and fitted for that place, and 

whether it was in the foundation laid where it might be unseen 
forever, or the stone which the builders rejected, but which be

came the head of the corner, it was equally necessary to the com

pleteness and stability of the whole. With us, my brethren, from 

the youngest entered apprentice to the Worshipful Master in the 

east, we have individual duties and responsibilities; let each of us 

labor in the cause until the sun goes down, then shall our rest 

be peaceful and our memories shall be honored. 

As masons, let us ever bear in mind that material monuments 

are not the best and most enduring. As is so well said, "He who 

would perpetuate his name to posterity must embalm it in acts of 
charity and deeds of pure beneficence." Men have endeavored 

to defy the ravages of time and to perpetuate their names and 

deeds to posterity by building splendid tombs and temples. How 
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vain the effort! their monuments have become dust, and their 

names are forgotten : The seven wonders of the world are almost 

unknown ; they, like their builders, have returned to dust. 
"l met a traveller from an antique land 

Who said: two vast and trunkless legs of stone 
Stand in the desert. Near them on the sand, 
Half sunk, a shattered visage lies, whose frown 
And wrinkled lip and sneer of cold command 
Tell that its sculptor well tho~e passions read 
Which yet survive, stamped on these lifeless things, 
The hand that mocked them and the heart that fed; 
And on the pedestal these words appear: 
'My name is Ozymandias, king of kings: 
Look on my works, ye Mighty, and despair!' 
Nothing beside remains. Round the decay 
Of that colossal wreck, boundless and bare, 
The lone and level sands stretch far away." 

Such must in the end be the despair which shall come to him 

who vainly seeks 'in such a way to impress his life and actions 

upon posterity ; but he who, by an honest and upright life, wins 

the approbation of his fellow-men, shall have the satisfaction of 

knowing that the world has been made better because he lived. 

We stand upon the threshold of a new masonic year in a new 
century ; into our care is committed the future of Masonry in 

Maine; let us see to it that the trust confided to our keeping is 

diocharged to the best of our abilities. 

The address was referred to the Committee on 
Doings of the Grand Officers. 

GRAND TREASURER'S REPORT. 

The Grand Treasurer reported as follows: 
7o the ./Waster, fVardt:tts and frfcmbers o.fthe Gran-d Lodge of 1Vaine. 

In compliance with the Constitution, the subscriber submits a report of his 

transactions, exhibiting the amount received and paid out during the masonic 

year, and on what account. 

1900. RECEIPTS, 

May I. Cash on hand,.. .. ............................... $6,792.85 

8. " from Stephen Berry, Grand Secretary, Dispensa-

tion for Mount Abram Lodge, , ..... , . . . .. . 2 s.oo 
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Nov. 12. 

190I. 

Mar. 14. 

'5· 
r6. 

20. 

26. 

27· 

27-
zS. 

zS. 

30· 
April 6. 

6. 

8. 

8. 

8. 

8. 

r6. 

r6. 

r6. 

r6. 

rS. 
r8. 

•3· 
27· 

•7· 

Proceedings o_f the 

Dispensation for lodge at Millinocket, .............. . 
Collections of District Deputies as follows~ 

Alfred Small, zd District,. . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... . 
Tobias L. Eastman, 18th District, .........• ~ •• 

Theodore A. Smith, 4th District, .......•..... 

Perez S. Burr, 14th District, .•................ 

George A. Gorham, Jr., 25th District, ......•.. 

Charles F. Paine, 2 rst District, .............. . 

] ohn R. McDougall, roth District, ..•......... 

Philip J. Mills, 2oth District, ................ . 
Harold E. Morrill, 5th District, .............. . 
James H. Witherell, rzth District, ............ . 

Albert H. Burroughs, 17th District,., ......... . 

G. Dudley Gould, 9th District, ............... . 
Fred C. Barton, 6th District, ................ . 

Granville D. Perkins, 13th District, ...... : ... . 
Frank '\\rilson, 23d District, .... 0 ••••••••••••• 

David W. Campbell, 3d District,..... . . . . . . .. 

Cyrus W. Hendrix, rst District, ............. . 

Thomas H. Bodge, r r th District, ............. . 

Milton L. Menill, 22d District, ............... . 

Joseph W. Simpson, r6th District, ........... . 

Everett M. Staples, 19th District, ........... . 
Fred Raymond, 15th District, ... , ....... o •• o. 

Adelbert Millett, 7th District, . . . . . . . . ...... . 

Lionel 0. Brackett, 24th District, ........... . 

S. Augustus Parker, 8th District, ............ . 

May 2. Cash from Grand Master, dispensations to lodges, ..... 

3· 

3· 

3· 

3· 

Grand Secretary, diplomas, etc., .......... . 

Grand Chapter, J·IO office expense, ....... . 

Grand Commandery, 2-10 office expense, .. . 

from interest on deposits, ............. . 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

[May, 

25.CO 

r8s.8o 

198-40 
I73.8o 

3'7·40 
r6o.8o 

368.oo 

247·60 
120.40 

276.20 

228.40 

635-40 

45o.6o 
26z.6o 

279-20 

176-40 
215.00 
150-20 

419.20 

189.80 

336.zo 

36r.zo 

247-20 
r 2 r.8o 

· 383.00 

173.00 
r8.oo 
14·05 

'39·35 
92-90 

64.80 

May 4· Paid orders Committee on Pay Roll,..... . .......... $ z,o6o.68 

Warren 0. Carney, Grand Tyler, ............. .. 
Walter S. Smith, Grand Organist, ............. . 

Typewriter for Com. on Correspondence, ....... . 
Trustees Masonic Hall, ...................... . 

Portland Savings Bank, rent of offices, . . ...... . 
Mrs. Nora O'Toole, care of offices, ........... o. 

JO.OO 

10.00 

25.05 

125-00 

400.00 

s6oo 
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Dow & Pinkham, insurance, .................. . 

American Bank Nate Co., for diplomas, ....... . 

George D. Loring, binding Proceedings, ........ . 

Frank E. Sleeper, Grand Lecturer, ............ . 

Expense of Guilford Convention, ............ . 

Augusta Convention, ..............•........ 

Camden Convention, .•..•.................. 

Postage and telephone, .................... . 

J. H. Drummond, Committee on Correspondence,. 

¥l. S. Choate, Grand Master, expense,...... . .. 

M. F. King, Grand Treasurer, salary and surety 

bond, ............... , ................. . 

stamps, envelopes and express, .......•.....• 

Stephen Berry, Grand Secretary, salary, ....... . 

printing Proceedings,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

mailing Proceedings, etc., . . . . . . . . ......... . 

printing notices, etc., ...................... . 

mail and express, ... , . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... , 

incidentals for office,. . . . . . . . .•.•.......... 

Expenses of D. D. Grand Masters as follows: 

Cyrus W. Hendrix, rst District, ................. . 

Alfred Small, zd District, ....................... . 

David W. Campbell, 3d District, ................ . 

Theodore A. Smith, 4th District,. . . . . . .......... . 

Harold E. Morrill, sth District, .................. . 

Fred C. Barton, 6th District, ................... . 

Adelbert Millett, 7th District, ................... . 

S. Augustus Parker, 8th District, .......•......... 

G. Dudley Gould, 9th District, .................. . 

John R. McDougall, roth District, ............... . 

Thomas H. Badge, 11th District,.. . ............. . 

James H. Witherell, 12th District ................ . 

Granville D. Perkins, 13th District, ................ . 

Perez S. Burr, I 4th District,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . 

Fred Raymond, I 5th District, ................. , . 

Joseph v..,r. Simpson, r6th District, ............... . 

Albert H. Burroughs, 17th District, ..•............ 

Tobias L. Eastman, r8th District, ................ . 

Everett 11. Staples, 19th District, ................ . 

Philip J. Mills, zoth District, .................... . 

Charles F. Paine, zrst District, .......... ,, ..... . 
.Milton L. :Merrill, zzd District, ... , .............. . 

81.00 

340.00 

so.rs 
zs.oo 
26.1 I 

15-20 

22.90 

2.27 

100.00 

34·00 

zso.oo 

5·20 
6oo.oo 

839·85 
42·72 

62.25 

z8.o3 
6.66 

z3.s5 
14·23 

z6·35 
z6.oo 

.27·38 
12·93 
10.50 

4-00 

22.15 

39-22 

r r.oo 

ZL55· 

27·40 

I 1.90 

J4.IO 
z6,45 
, r.65 
2J.70 
2l.10 

13.10 

27-45 
22.04 
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Frank Wilson, 23d District, ..................... . 

Lionel 0. Brackett, 24th District, ................ . 

George A. Gorham, Jr., 25th District, ............ . 

Transferred to Charity Fund,, ....... . 

Cash to new account, .... . 

Fraternally submitted, 

[May, 

10.14 

7-90 
2 5·'5 

$5.739·3' 
8oo.oo 

7,JI0.84 

$IJ,8so·'5 

MARQUIS F. KING, Grand Treasurer. 

The report was referred to the Committee of Fi

nance. 
GRAND SECRETARY'S REPORT. 

The Grand Secretary made the following report, 
which was accepted : 

MASOKIC HALL, PoRTLAND, May 7, rgor. 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Afa-ine. 

The last registered brother has dropped from the rolls, and there are no 

longer any registered with the Grand Lodge. 

The 1eturns were received promptly, and generally in excellent condition. 

A few are beautifully written, but so]Jle are carelessly made, giving initials 

instead of full first nameS, while one or two are almost indecipherable. The 

Secretaries are nearly all getting to understand the importance of bringing 

forward the number of members correctly, and making the recapitulation agree 

with the present number. 

Piscataquis Lodge, at Milo, returns .fifteen past masters, a roll unbroken by 

death for twenty-five years. 

Masters still need to be ren1inded that they should see that .the Secretary 

·promptly reports their election to the Grand Secretary. Vihen there is ~ 
change of Master and Secretary, which is not reported, and the Secretary is 

dilatory in sending his returns, and takes no notice of letters asking for them, 

ther'e is a difficulty in getting in communication again with the lodge, and it is 

likely to get considerably stirred up by the letters to vari~us members asking 

information. It must be said, however, that there is no class of men so con

siderate, so courteous, and so pleasant to do business vd.th, as the experienced 

Secretaries of lodges, which is probably due to the fact that they are gener

ally selected as the most efficient, as well as the most attached to the interests 

of the fraternity. 

The perseverance and devotion which is displayed in sustaining some of the 

I 
j 
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smaller lodges which have little work, deserves the notice and commendation 

of the craft.· I find one which has had no work for five years. 

Fraternally submitted, 
STEPHEN BERRY, Grand Secretary. 

GRAND LECTURER'S REPORT. 

The Grand Lecturer's report was presented and re
ferred to the Committee on Doings of the Grand 
Officers: 

SABATTUS, ME., iviay r, 1901. 

To Most Worshipful '\VINFIELD S. CHOATE, 

Grand .~.Waster of .lVIasons in 1'U"aine. 

Many District Deputy Grand Masters expressed a desire to have a conven

tion for masonic instruction held in their districts during the past year, but I 

have been able to hold only three, for which the following notice was issued: 

GRAND LODGE OF MAINE. 

BRETHREN: 

OFFICE OF THE GRAND LECTURER, 

SABATTUS, November 5, 1900. 

I am directed by the Grand Master to call conventions for instruction in 

masonic work as follows: 

At Guilford, Friday, November 23, 1900, at 10.00 A. M. 

At Augusta, Tuesday, December 4, 1900, at 10.00 A. M. 

At Camden, Thursday, December 13, 1900, at 10.00 A. M. 

Every District Deputy Grand Master is expected to attend at least one of 

these conventions. 

All Master Masons are cordially invited to be present. 

Fraternally yours, 

FRANK E. SLEEPER, G1·and Lecturer. 

At the convention at Guilford were present the D. D. G. M.'s from the 5th, 

21st, 22d and 25th Districts, representatives from ten lodges, and about forty 

brethren, a small attendance, but all present manifested deep interest, and 

were brethren not previously able to attend a convention. The meeting was 

a very profitable one. 

The convention at Augusta was pronounced by the local press, as well as 

by all present, "an unqualified success." D. D. G. Masters from the 6th, 1oth, 

I rth, rzth_, 14th, rsth, r8th and 24th Districts, and representatives from 

twenty-seven lodges were present, and the work was said to be "most helpful 

and satisfactory to all." The Augusta brethren furnished a hot turkey supper 

15 G. L. 
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to all comers, comprising about 250 brethren, and also, in the evening, con

ferred the M. M. degree on three candidates in a manner which displayed 

great proficiency in knowledge of ritual and floor work. 

The presence of the Grand Master, and his words of cheer and advice, added 

to the interest of this conventiou. 

The convention at Camden was attended by D. D. G. Masters from the 7th 

and 9th Districts, 1 Past Grand Master, 2 Past Senior Grand '\Vardens, I Past 
Junior Grand Warden, and about 125 masons representing 19Iodges. 

Amity Lodge e~tended graceful courtesies. The work of the convention 

was thoroughly performed, every brother present appearing to be attentive and 
interested. 

In these, as in all the conventions which I have conducted, I end~avored to 

make every individual present feel that the meeting was especially for him, 

and I have never been disappointed in securing interest and proficiency in the 

work. 

The number of D. D. G. Masters not attending any convention this yeaJ 

was too large, viz: from Districts Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 8, 13, 16, 17, 19, 20 and 23. 

Several of these Deputies had previously attended two or more conventions 

and their absence was perhaps excusable, but I have good reasons for believ

ing that one or two others needed the instruction which they could have ob

tained at a convention. 

I regret that professional business would not allow me the necessary time 

to hold other conventions, as I think more than three yearly would be profit· 

able to our Institution in this State. 

Fraternally submitted, 
FRANK E. SLEEPER, Grand Lecturer. 

FLORIDA. 

A communication from a Past Master in Florida 
was presented, but the Grand Lodge, without hear
ing the paper, ordered it to be returned to the sender 
with the notice that it did not come through the proper 
channel. 

The Dispensation, Records and papers of Mount 
Abram Lodge, u. D., at Kingfield, were presented and 
referred to the Committee on Dispensations and 
Charters. 

4 
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RETURNS. 

The Grand Secretary submitted the report of the 
Committee on Returns, which was accepted, as fol
lows.: 

M.ASONIC HALL, PoRTLAND, Tuesday, May 7, I90I. 

To the JVI. W: Grand Lodge o/ Maine. 

Your Committee on Returns would report that returns have been received 

from all the 195 chartered lodges, and from the two under dispensation. 

The following summary shows the comparison ·with the 1ast four years : 

'"""· 
Initiated, ................ 746 ...... 774 ....... 710 ...... 829 ....... 1077 
Raised, .................. 721 ....... 768 ....... 702 ....... 764 ....... 1038 
Affiliated, ............... uS ....... So ....... 95 ....... Il6 ....... roo 
Re,instated,.. .. .. . . .. . . .. 59. .. . . . . 54. . . .. .. 70. .. .. .. 78. .. .. .. 67 
Dimitted,. ...........•.•• r6o .•..... 169 ••..... zoo ....... 182 .•.•..• 151 

Died, .. · .. · · · · .. • .. · · · .. 339 · ...... 407 · ...... 419. · · · .. · 400 · .. • .. • 
1
399 

Suspended, ...... ..... ... r ....... o.. ..... r ......• o ...... . 

Expelled, ........•...•..• 2 .•••••• 2 ••••••• z ..•.... o. ...... 2 

Susp. from membership, ... 224····· .. 305-··"··271· ...... 271 ....... 268 
Deprived of membership, .. 18 ......• 13 ....... 15 ....... 8.. ..... 25 
Number of members, •. 22,o85 ..... 22,191 .... rzz,r65 ..... zz,z77· •..• zz,6go 
Rejected, ................ 174· ...... rg6 ....... 149 ....... 187 ....... 249 

The initiations have increased twenty-nine per cent.; the raised over thirty

five per cent.; the affiliations have fallen off fourteen per cent.; and the re-in
statements the same amount. 

The dimissions have decreased seventeen per cent.; while the deaths hold 
the same. 

The gain is 413, almost two per cent., and greater than any year since t88J. 

The death rate is 177,{ to a thousand, against 18last year, 19 in 1899, r87,f 

in 1898, and 15.!1! in 1897· 

The accompanying abstract will show the work in detail. 

Fraternally submitted, 

STEPHEN BERRY, } 
MOSES T.AIT, Comm·tttee. 
ELMER E. SPOFFORD1 
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ABSTR.ACT OP R.ETUR.NS, 1901. 
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~I ,I I Portland, .......... .. J6 14 2 0 I I 0 0 347 3 
2 Warren, ............ 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 104 0 

3 Lincoln, . . . . . . . . . . . I I 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 70 I 

4 Hancock, ........... I 2 0 I I I 0 0 0 0 So 0 

5 Kennebec, ....... 5 4 0 0 4 3 0 0 0 0 146 I 
6 Amity, ............. 6 5 2 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 198 2 

7 Eastern, ........... II 8 2 I, 0 3 0 0 0 0 127 3 
8 United, ............ II '2! 2 0 2 I 0 0 0 0 1 53 I 

9 Saco, .............. 22 22 I 4 I 4 0 0 6 0 146 7 
IO Rising Virtue, . ...... 4 5 4 I I 5 0 0 0 0 •ss 5 
II Pythagorean, ........ 8 7 2 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 roo 2 
12 Cumberland, ........ 5 i 0 0 0 I 0 0 0 0 ss 7 
I3 Oriental, ..... ...... 9 7 2 I 0 I 0 0 0 0 168 2 

14 Solar, .............. 5 9 I 0 2 7 0 0 2 0 244 I 

15 Orient, ............. 6 6 0 0 I 5 0 0 0 0 •56 I 
16 St. George, ......... 2 2 0 0 2 I 0 0 0 0 102 0 

17 Ancient Landmark, . . 19 17 I 0 I 9 0 ol 0 0 456 i 
18 Oxford, ............ 6 5 I 0 I 3 0 0 0 0 

r63r 3 
19 Felicity, ........... 4 2 I 0 0 I 0 0 0 0 104 0 
20 Maine,~ .... ........ 2 4 I 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 liS 0 
2I Oriental Star, . ...... 4 3 2 0 2 I 0 0 2 0 1 93 4 
22 York, .............. 9 9 I 0 0 I 0 0 0 0 II9 0 

23 Freeport, ........... 2 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 I43 0 

24 Phrenix, ........... 2 4 0 0 0 7 0 0 0 0 '5' I 
25 Temple~ ........... 4 5 0 I 0 2 0 0 0 0 79 0 
26 Village, ............ 3 3 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 0 92 0 

27 Adoniram, ......... 4 2 0 0 0 r 0 0 0 0 55 0 
28 Northern Star, ...... 6 7 2 I 2 3 0 0 0 0 99 0 
29 Tranquil, ........... IJ II I 2 3 4 0 0 8 I 26r 4 
:iO Blazing Star, .. ...... I6 l4 2 r 0 3 0 0 3 0 r87 6 
3I Union, .............. I I 0 0 0 I 0 0 0 0 101 0 

32 Hermon, ........... I9 2I 5 0 4 IO 0 0 3 0 347 II 

33 Waterville, ......... 21 J8 I 0 3 4 0 0 0 0 252 5 
34 Somerset, ............ 7 9 0 2 3 5 0 0 I 0 I74 3 
35 Bethlehem, ......... 25 30 I I 4 I 0 0 0 0 321 4 
]6 Casco, ............ 5 2 0 0 0 3 0 0 0, 0 1 57 I 

37 Washington, ....... 3 3 0 0 I 4 0 0 ro 0 82 I 
]8 Harmony, .......... 2 I 0 0 0 ] 0 0 2 0 124 2 
39 Penobscot, ........ .. 5 5 0 0 I I 0 0 0 0 143 0 
40 Lyg.onia, ........... 161 I2 0 3 2 4 0 0 0 0 222 0 
4r Morning Star, ... .... 3 2 0 0 2 r 0 0 I 0 102 0 
42 Freedom, ........... 4 4 r 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 ]8 
43 Alna, .............. 3 3 0 3 3 2 0 0 3 0 '33 0 
44 Piscataq nis, 4 5 0 0 I 2 0 0 0 I IIO 5 
45 Central, ...... ...... 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 I IO 0 

~~I 
0 

46 St. Croix, ........... 6 g r 

~I 
3 3 0 0 0 0 I 

47 Dunlap, ......... , .. 5 I 0 8 0 

~I 
II 0 228 4 

48 Lafayette, .......... 2 2 I 
~I 3 0 0 0 

971 I 
Meridian S lendor .. 0 21 0 0 0 88 0 

0 

49 p 9 51 
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Nos. Lodges. 1 In. I R.l A.\ R. II n.J D. Is. \ E.jNgP· Do•'· I Mem.J R. 

50 Aurora, ...... .... . 
51 St. John's, ........ . 
52 Mosaic ..... ...... . 
53 Rural, ........... . 
54 Vassalboro, ....... . 
55 Fraternal, . ....... . 
56 Mount Moriah, .. .. . 
57 King Hiram, ...... . 
58 Unity, ............ . 
59 lvlt. Hope, (<"h. su1·.) 
6o Star in the East, .. . 
61 King Solomon's, .. . 
6z King David's, ... . 
63 Richmond, ....... . 
64 Pacific . .......... . 
65 Mystic, .......... . 
66 Mechanics', ..... .. . 
67 Blue Mountain, . .. . 
68 Mariners', ... ..... . 
69 Howard; ......... . 
70 Standish, ........ . 
7 I Rising Sun, .. ..... . 
7 2 Pioneer, ......... . 
73 Tyrian, ........ .. 
7 4 Bristol, .......... . 
7 5 Plymouth, ....... . 
76 Arundel ......... . 
77 Tremont, ..... .... . 
78 Crescent,..... . . .. 
79 Rockland, ........ . 

I~ I g 
6 5 
6 6 
3 3 
2 2 
I I 

12 I I 

4 
0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 
0 

2 

0 

~I 
o' 
0 

I 

.. ; i .. ~~ .. ~ 
o o oi o 

2 0 0 

4 
3 
6 
5 
I 

8 
3 
5 

2 

I 

Io 
5 
6 
6 

I 

3 
3 
5 
5 

0 

0 
I I 

o! 

I 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

I 

5 
8o Keystone, . . . . . . . . . . 2 

I 

8 
3 
4 
2 

2 

I 

9 
5 
5 
7 
4 
8 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

I 

2 
I 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

81 Atlantic, ...... ... . 
82 St. Paul's, . . . . .. 
83 St. Andrew's, . .... . 
84 Eureka, ..... .... . 
85 Star in the \Vest, .. . 
86 Temple, ......... . 
87 Benevolent, .. ..... . 
88 Narraguagus, ...... . 
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I 04 Dirigo, . . . . . . . . ... 
105 Ashlar, ........... 
I o6 Tuscan, ........... 
107 Day Spring, ...... 
I08 Relief,. ·(ch. rec.) ••. 
I09 Mount Kineo, ..... 
I IO Monmouth, 
III Liberty, .......... 
II2 Eastern Frontier, . . 
II3 MeSsalonskee, ..... 
II4 Polar Star, . ....... 
II5 Buxton, ........... 
II6 Lebanon, ......... 
II7 Greenleaf, ........ 
IJ8 Drummond, ...... 
II9 Pownal, .......... 
I20 Meduncook,.(ch. s.). 
I2I Acacia, ........... 
I22 Marine, .......... 
I23 Franklin, ......... 
I24 Olive Branch, ..... 
I25 Meridian, ......... 
I 26 Timothy Chase ..... 
I27 Presumpscot, ..... 
128 Eggemoggin, ...... 
129 Quantabacook, ..... 
I 30 Trinity, .......... 
IJI Lookout, ......... 
IJ2 Mount Tir'em, .... 
133 Asylum,.... . .... 
I34 Trojan, .(consol'd) .. 
r35 Riverside, ......... 
136 Ionic, ... (ch. sur.). 
IJ7 Kenduskeag, . ..... 
138 Lewey's Island, ... 
139 Archon, .......... 
'40 Mount Desert, .. ... 
I4I Augusta,_ .......... 
I42 Ocean, ........... 
143 Preble, ........... 
I44 Seaside, .......... 
I45 Moses Yi1 ebster, ..... 
q6 Sebasticook, ....... 
I47 Evening Star, .. .... 
I48 Forest, ........... 
'49 Doric, ............ 
ISO Rabboni, ......... 
l5I Excelsior , .... ... 
I 52 Crooked River, .... 
'53 Delta, ............ 
I 54 Mystic Tie, ....... 
I 55 Ancient York, ..... 
rs6 Wilton, ······ .... 
'57 Cambridge, ... ..... 

L 
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Nos, Lodges. I Iu.\ R. I A.\R·II D. I D ls.!'E.[ Ns P. B·j Mem.( R. 

rs8 Anchor, . . . .. . . . . . 6 6 0 0 I ~'I 0~ 0~ 0 ool 47 3 
1~9 Eso.teric, .. . . . . . . . . 13 13 o o 2 I 176 o 
roo Panan, . . . . . . . . . . . 4 6 o o o 5 ol 85 o 
r6r Carrabassett, . . . . . . 3 3 o o o I(' o o o o

0
1 92 I 

r62 Arion, . . . . . . . . . . 3 2 o o I o o a o so I 

r6J Pleasant River, . . . . 7 6 o ooo I 3 r o o o o6) ro8 o 
r64 Webster, . . . . . . . . . . 2 2 1 .r r o o 3 51 o 
r65 Molunkus, . . . . . . . o o o o a o o 9 sr o 
r66 Neguemkeag,...... o o 3 o r o o o o o 43 o 
167 Whitney, . . . . . . . . . r r o o a 1 o o o o 8z o 
r68 Composite, . . . . . . . . 7 5 o o z 2 o o o o 73 2 
169 Shepherd's River,... 2 2 o 2 o I o o o o 39 o 
I 70 Caribou, . . . . . . • . . . 3 I 0 0 2 1 0~~ 0~ 0 .0 100 I 
171 Naskeag,........... 2 2 o II o I o · z 61 o 
172 PineTree,....... .. I 2 I 0 I 3 0 0 IIO I 
173 Pleiades,........... 4 8- 1 o o I o o o o 125 o 
174 Lynde,...... . . . . . . o o o ol o I o o o o JI o 
17 5 Baskahegan,. . . . . . . 8 9 o o o I o o o o 105 o 

:;~ ~f~~~;s~·a~~~-~-!~::: ·-·~ ·-·~ ··~ ·-~~--~ .. j -~ -~ ···~ ·-~ ····sg ·-~ 
q8 Ancient Brothers',.. r6 19 o o I o 3 o a 2 o r68 5 
179 Yorkshire, . . . . . . . . r

9
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1
r
0
o o

2 
o
0 

o
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o o o o o 73 4 
180 Hiram, . . . . . . . . . . . 4 o o o o rgz 4 
r8r Reuel Washburn, .. Con soli dat edl .. · · .. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·· · · · 
r8z Granite, . . . . . . . . . . . 

6
s z o o r I o o o o 83 o 

183 Deering,.... . . . . . . 6 3 o 3 3 o o o o 225 z 
184 Naval, .. . . . . . . . . . . zo 12 1 o o r o o o o 89 o 
r85 Bar Harbor,....... II 11 z o o r o o r r 149 z 
r86 Warren Phillips,.... 5 5 o o o 1 o o o o 170 1 
187 Ira Berry,.. . . . . . . . . o o o o I I o o 4 o 54 o 
r88 Jonesport,......... 16 13 o o o o o o 1 o II4 o 
189 Knox,... . . . . . . . • . . 4 4 2 o o 1 o o 2 o 6z o 
190 Springvale, . . . . . . . . 6 6 o o o 3 o o 4 o 93 4 
l9l Davis, . . . . . . . . . . . . z 1 I ~21 I 1 o o o o 94 o 
192 Winter Harbor,.... 4 4 2 o 2 o o o o 93 o 
193 Washburn, . . . . .. . . 9 8 1 I o o o o o 57 o 
194 Euclid, . . . . . . . . . . . 7 6 I o~~ 2 I o o o o 105 I 
195 Reliance, ....... ,.. II II I I I 0 0 14 0 137 2 

196 Bay View,. . . .. . . . . 4 4 o o 2 o o o o 64 o 
197 Aroostook, . . . . . . . . 1 I o o I o o o 3 o 73 o 
198 St. Aspinquid, . . . . . 2 o o o 1 o o o I o 47 o 
199 Bingham, . . . . . . . . . 4 4 o o o o o o o o 8I I 
200 Columbia, ........ ·1 2 I o o I o o o o o 371 I 
201 David A. Hooper,.. 8 9 2 o o o o o o o 6z z 
zoz Mount Bigelow,.... 2 2 o ol o 1 o o o o 28 I 

203 Mount Olivet,.... . 
1 

I 1 1 ol o I o o o o 43 o 
u. D. Mount Abram, .. ·1 8 7 o o o o o o o o 3 I I o 
u. D. N ollesemic, . . . . . . . 24 6 o o o o o o o o 30 6 

ron IOJSiroo 0\ 151 399 -;-\---; 2681~ 22,6~~ 1 240 
LIBRARY. 

Brother ALBRO E. CHASE, for the Committee on 
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Library presented the following report, which was ac
cepted, and the recommendation adopted, viz : 

MASO~HC HALL, PORTLAND, May 7, 1901. 

To the M W. •Grand Lodge of Maine. 

The Committee on Library report that during the year twenty-eight volumes 

of proceedings have been bound; that a medal of the Masonic Ho~e of Ken· 

tucky, and the proceedings at the fiftieth anniversary of Meridian Lodge, l\ o. 

77, of Meriden, Conn., have been received and acknowledgments promptly 

made. 
The com~ttee recommend that a sum not exceeding thirty dollars be 

placed at their disposal for the purchase of proceedings and other masonic 

works of value; and that power be given them to have bound such sets of 

proceedings as may be completed during the year. 
Fraternally submitted, 

W. S. CHOATE, t 
ALBRO E. CHASE, . Committee. 
JOSEPH A. LOCKE, 

FLORIDA. 

Bro. ALBRO E. CHASE, for the Committee of Fi
nance, submitted the following: 

MASONIC HALL, PoRTLAND, May 7, 1901· 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine. 

Your committee to whom was referred the motion of-Brother DRuMMo~n, 

P. G. M., with reference to the donation to the relief of our -suffering breth

ren at Jacksonville, Fla., h~ve considered the same ·and beg leave to report~ 
The serious disaster that has happened to our brethren in our sister juris· 

diction brings forcibly to our minds a similar disaster that overtook the breth

renin this city thirty-five years ago, and those who remember the terrible 

times of those days can appreciate in a personal way the dire distress that 

follows such severe conflagrations. And as we were remembered in our calam

ity by the brethren, so now we, having arisen from our despondency and dis

tress, feel to contribute to the aid of our brethren; therefore 

Resol'1..1ed, That the sum of five hundred dollars be appropriated from the 

funds of this Grand Lodge to the relief of our brethren at Jacksonville, Fla.; 

and that the Grand Treasurer be authorized to wire the Grand Master of 

Florida that a draft for that amount will be forwarded to the Grand Secretary. 

Fraternally submitted, 

EDWARD P BURNHAM,} 
ALBRO E. CHASE, Committee. 
GEO. R. SHAW, 
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Grand Lodge of Maine. 

The report was accepted and the resolution was 
unanimously adopted. 

VISITORS. 

M. W. GEoRGE I. McALLISTER was called upon 
to address the Grand Lodge. He eulogized Past 
Grand Master DRUMMOND---presented the greetings of 
nearly ro,ooo masons of the old Granite State-spoke 
of the condition of Masonry in New Hampshire, and 
expressed the hope that in this new century we should 
maintain the same high standard that we have set up 
in the last. 

He was followed by M. \V. CHARLES C. HAYES, in a 
similar strain, confirming what Grand Master Mc
ALLISTER had said, and expressing the pleasure he 
felt at noting the prosperity of the craft in the Pine 
Tree State, and at the sight of this magnificent gath
enng. 

DOINGS OF GRAND OFFICERS. 

Bro. HENRY R. TAYLOR offered the following: 

To the ilf. W Grand Lodge of Maine. 
PoRTLAND1 May 7, 1901. 

Your Committee on Doings of Grand Officers report as·follows: 

We recommend that the Reports of the District Deputy Grand Masters, in
cluding the reports of District Conventions, and the report of the Grand 
Lecturer, be referred to the Committee on Condition of the Fraternity. 

That the decisions of the Grand Master, the question of"' making public the 
actions of lodges" and the question of the matter of the "Board of Relief 
of Calif?mia and Eggemoggin Lodge" be referred to the Committee on 
Jurisprudence. 

That the communication and request of the " Grand Lodge of Svd.tzerJand 
as to International Masonry," also the communication of the Grand Master 
F. and A. Masons of the State of Ohio, be referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Correspondence. 
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We approve the consideration by the various committees oi the matters re
ferred to them by the Grand Master in his report. 

We earnestly commend the suggestions of the Grand Master relating to 
''examination of candidates," and recommend that the same be referred to the 
Committee on Condition of the Fraternity for more extended consideration. 

HENRY R. TAYLOR, ~ 
JOSEPH A. LOCKE, Committee. 
H. D. SMITH, 

The report was acct>pted apd the recommendations 
were adopted. 

The Grand Lodge was then called from labor to 
refreshment until two P. M. 

FIRST DAY-AFTERNOON. 

MASONIC HALL, PoRTLAND, } 
Tuesday, May 7, rgor. 

The Grand Lodge was called from refreshment to 
labor at two P. M. 

The Dispensation, Records and papers of Nolle
semic Lodge, u. D., at Millinocket, were presented and 
referred to the Committee on Dispensations and 
Charters. 

HISTORY. 

Bro. SuMNER ]. CHADBOURNE reported as follows: 

IN GRAND LODGE, MASONIC HALL, PORTLAND, May 7., 1901. 

To the Most WorshipfUl Grand Lodge <if Maine. 
The Committee on History ask leave to report. 
Histories-have been received as follows for the year I9oo-rgor; 

1<)00, Sept. 8. Naval Lodge, 184, Kittery, from r89o to 1900, by Past 

Master Frederic W. Cross. Print, octavo, 18 pages. 
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1901, Feb. 12. Phcenix Lodge, 24, Belfast, from 1817 to 1900, by John L. 
Locke. Print, 12 mo., uz pages. 

March 30. Lygonia, 40, Ellsworth, from 1890 to rgoo, by Henry L. Moor 
and others. Print, octavo, 2 I pages. 

April 24. Marsh River, 102, Brooks, from 18go to 18gg, by Marcellus J. 
Dow, mss., IO pages. 

May 7· H~ncock, 4, Castine, from 1890 to rgoo, by George A. \'\o.,.heeler, 
P. M., mss., 27 pp., to be printed immediately. 

Respectfully submitted, 

S. J. CHADBOURNE, t C . 
JOSEPH A. LOCKE, ) omm~ttee. 

Report accepted. 

ELECTION. 

The hour of election having arrived, the Grand 
Master appointed two committees to receive, sort 
and count votes for Grand Officers, viz: 

I. AUGUSTUS B. FARNHAM, A. M. WETHERBEE, EDMUND B. 

MALLET. 

II. JoHN W. BALLou, HERBERT HARRIS, ENocH 0. GREEN

LEAF. 

These committees having attended to their duties, 
reported the election of 

ALFRED 8. KIMBALL, Grand Jr.faster, Norway; 

WILLIA~ J. BURNI-lAM, Deputy Grand 1tfaster, Lewiston; 

HuGH R. CHAPLIN, Senior Grand f¥arden, Bango•·; 

ADELBERT MILLETT, Jltnior Grand Warden, Searsmont; 

MARQUIS F. KING, Grand Treasurer, Portlaud; 

STEPHEN BERRY, Grand Secretary, Portland. 

Committee of Finance-EDWARD P. BURNHAM, Saco; ALBRO E. CHASE, 

Portland; GEO. R. SHAW, Portland. 

Trustees Chari!)' Fund for three years-FRANK E. SLEEPER, Sabattus; A. 

M. WETHERBEE, Warren. 

Reports accepted. 
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

On motion of Bro. JosEPH A. LocKE, 

Voted, That the Committee on Pay Roll be a Committee on 

Leave of Absence, with power. 

Voted, That no business be transacted Wednesday afternoon 
except the reception of matters and their reference to committees. 

The Grand Master presented a paper in respect 
to a Masonic Home, which was referred to the Trus
tees of the Charity Fund." 

UTAH. 

Wor. EDWIN C. DuDLEY presented his credentials 
as Representative of the Grand Lodge of Utah, and 
was duly welcomed. 

The Grand Lodge was then called from labor to 
refreshment until two o'clock Wednesday afternoon. 

SECOND DAY-AFTERNOON. 

MASONIC HALL, PoRTLAND, t 
Wednesday, May 8, 1901. j 

The Grand Lodge was called from refreshment to 
labor at two o'clock P. M. 

ORIENT LODGE. 

An application was received from Orient Lodge, 
No. I 5, of Thomaston, asking for a copy of their 
charter to work under, so as to enable them to place 
their old charter in a safe deposit vault as a protection 
against loss by fire. 



Grand Lodge of Maz"ne. 

It was referred to the Committee on Dispensations 
and Charters. 

EXE~PLIFICATION OF WORK. 

At 2.30 the officers of Tranquil Lodge, of Auburn, 
entered and assumed the several stations, and pro
ceeded to exemplify the third degree by conferring it 
upon a candidate. 

After the ceremonies had ended and the officers of 
Tranquil Lodge had retired, the thanks of the Grand 
Lodge were extended to that lodge for the able and 
efficient rendering of the work. 

At s.ro the Grand Lodge was called from labor to 
refreshment until 9 Thursday Morning. 

THIRD DAY -MORNING. 

MASONIC HALL, PoRTLAND, } 

Thursday, May 9, 1901. 

The Grand Lodge was called from refreshment to 
labor at 9 A. M. 

BELGIUM, 

The following cablegram from our Grand Repre
sentative near the Grand Orient of Belgium, was 
presented: 

BERRi', Grand Secretary, Portland, Maine: 

Fraternal greetings-heartiest v.ishes. 

KRUGER. 
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On motion of Bro. JosiAH H. DRUMMOND, 
Voted, That our relations with the Grand Orient of Belgium be 

referred to the Committee on Foreign Correspondence to be 

reported on next year. 

MASONIC JURISPRUDENCE. 

Bro. DRUMMOND reported as follows: 

br GRAND LoDGE OF MAINE, May 9, I <)OJ. 

The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, to which were referred the de· 

cisions of theM. W. Grand Master announced laSt year, as well as those an

nounced at this communication of the Grand Lodge, ask leave to report. 

That they have examined the decisions and recommend that all be approved. 

Fraternally submitted, 

JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND,.} ' 
MARQUIS F. KING, Committee. 
HORACE H. BUBBANK, 

Report accepted. 

GRIEVANCES AND APPEALS. 

Bro. CHAS. I. CoLLAMORE reported the following: 
PORTLAND, May 9, 19<JI. 

To the M. W: Grand Lodge o/ Maine. 

Your Committee on Grievances and Appeals respectfully present the follow

ing report: 

In the case of Portland Lodge, No. 1, at Portland, against Bro. FRED G. 

MITCHELL, where Bro. MITCHELL was indefinitely suspended from all the 

rights and benefits of Masonry, we recommend the passage of the follOwing: 
Resolved, That the doings of Portland Lodge, No.1, indefinitely suspending 

Bro. FRED G. MITCHELL from all the rights and benefits of Masonry, be ap
proved and confirmed. 

In the case of Central Lodge, No. 45, China, against Bro. JoHN E. DoE, 

wherein Bro. JoHN B. DoE was expelled from all the rights and benefits of 

Masonry, we recommend the passage of the follovo1.ng: 

Resolved, That the doings of Central Lodge, No. 45, in expelling Bro. JoHN 

B. DoE from all the rights and benefits of Masonry, be approved and confirmed. 

In the case of complaint of Somerset Lodge, No. 34, of Skowhegan, against 

Carrabassett Lodge, No. r6r, of Canaan, in which the Grand Lodge last year 

directed said Carra bassett Lodge to file charges against Bro. GEo. W. WASH

BURN, for obtaining the degrees by untrue statement in· his application, they 
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have the record of said trial before them1 acquitting him. They would report 

thereon as follows, viz : 
Your com.mittee, taking into consideration the facts presented to this Grand 

Lodge last year, are not satisfied that the action of the Lodge in acquitting 

Bro. WASHBURN was in good faith and in accordance with the facts which 

have been presented to your commiteee. 

We therefore recommend that the case be continued till the next annual 

communication, and that the new Grand Master appoint a commis~ion of 

three, who, upon due notice to Brother "V ASHBURN and all parties interested, 

shall investigate the matter and an facts connected with the case, and report 

their doings at the next annual communication of this Grand Lodge. 

Fraternally submitted, 

0, I. COLLAMORE, ~ 
JOSEPH l.I. HAYES, Committee. 
EDWARD P. BURNHAM, 

The report was accepted and the recommendations 
severally voted upon and adopted. · 

SPURIOUS GRAND LODGES. 

Bro. DRUMMOND offered the following report, which 
was accepted : 

IN GRAND LoDGE OF MAINE, May 9, rgoz. 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence, to whic;h were referred docu

ments from certain parties in Ohio and Kentucky, claiming to represent 

Grand Lodges in those jurisdictions, and desiring an investigation into the 

claims made -in their behalf, have examined the documents and ask leave to 

report. 

There is no need of any investigation, as the history of those organizations, 

from their very inception to the present time, is well known to the craft. They 
both spring from the same source and were organized in such utter defiance 
of masonic law and usage as to make them gross frauds upon the community; 

not merely irregular, but utterly spurious and clandestine. They know that 

no regular Grand Lodge in the world will recognize them ; and these circulars 

are sent out merely to gain a little notoriety. They shou1d not be allowed 

to succeed even in this, and should be treated as nearly as possible with the 

contempt of silence. • 

We report that no action of this Grand Lodge is necessary. 

JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND, ) 

EJ>WARD P. BURNHAM, ~Committee. 
ALBRO E. CHASE, ) 
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FINANCE AND APPROPRIATIONS. 

Bro. ALBRO E. CHASE reported as follows : 
!\fAsoNrc HALL, PoRTLAND, May 9, 1901. 

To the lit: W. Grand Lodge tif Maine. 
Your Committee on Finance have attended to the duties enjoined upon 

them by the Constitution, and upon an examination of the books of account 

of the Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer, we found the accounts correct 

and properly avouched for. The book of records v.a.s also found to be neatly 

written out in full. 
The receipts for the past year have been as follows: 

May r, rgoo. Cash on hand to new account, .......... . $6,792.85 

May 7, 1901. 

Cash receipts for the year, ............... 7,057·30 
0 

• $IJ,850ol5 

The expenditures have been, 0 ••• o .. 0 ••••• $6,539·3' 

Cash on hand to new account, ........... 7,J ro.84 
---,$IJ,850.I5 

The detailed account of these items has been given by the Grand Treasurer, 

and will be found in his account. 

The amount of the invested fund to the credit of the Charity :Fund is $33,· 

526.93· 
The committee submit the following recommendations: 

To the Chairman Committee on Correspondence, .................. $roo-.oo 4 
To the Grand Lecturer,...................... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25.00 

To the Grand Treasurer, including the cost of his bond, ............. 25o.oo 

as compensation for their services for the year ending May I, 1902. 

We further recommend that the Grand Treasurer, by and "\\-ith the advice 

and consent of the Committee on Finance, be and hereby is empowered to 

invest such moneys as may require investment, to re-invest such sums as 

may come from the payment or call of investments, and to change or to ex

change securities from time to time. 

We also recommend that the Treasurer be and hereby is empowered to at

tend any and all meetings of corporations in which the Grand Lodge of Masons 

in Maine holds stock, provided the attendance is not at any expense to this 

Grand Lodge, and to vote at such meetings such stock as is held by this 

Grand Lodge. 
Fraternally submitted, 

EDWARD P. BURNHAM, ~ 

ALBRO E. CHASE, (Committee. 
GEO. R. SHAW, ) 

Report accepted and recommendations adopted. 

The Grand Treasurer's report was then accepted. 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

Bro. HoRACE H. BuRBANK submitted the following: 
1N GRAND LoDGE OF MAINE, May 8, 190!. 

The Committee on Amendments to the Constitution have considered the 

proposed amendments found on page 55 of the Proceedings of I goo, namely: 
I. Amend Art. III, Sec. 3, so that it shall read as follows: 

"Sec. 3· The annual Communication of the Grand Lodge shall be holden 

in Portland on the Monday preceding the first Tuesday in May, at 7.30 o'clock, 
P. bL" And, 

II.. Amend Art. r, of part second, Sec. 59, so that it shall read as follo\\'8: 

"The Trustees of the Charity Fund shall meet at Portl::nd at five o'clock 
in the afternoon of the first Tuesday in May," etc. 

And we recommend that said proposed amendments be not adopted. 

Fraternally submitted, 

HORACE H. BURBANK, } Committee. 
WM. R. G. ESTES, 

Report accepted and recommendation adopted. 

CONDITION OF THE FRATERNITY. 

Bro. HENRY R. TAYLOR presented the following 
report, which was· accepted: 

IN GRAND LODGE, May 9, 1901. 

To the 11-fost Worshipful Gmnd Lodge ojlVfaine. 

We have carefully examined all the reports of the District Deputy Grand 
Masters, twenty-five in number. 

Some briefly outlin.e their usual routine of visit and entertainment. ·Others 

afford us a more intimate and comprehensive knowledge of the actual work 

and condition of each lodge in their respectiv~ districts. 
With exception of the Eighth District, each report indicates that the lodges 

have not been neglected by the appointed visiting officer. 

The general condition is sound, prosperous and progressive. 

A few exhibit unco1lec:ted dues, while yearly, a larger number are being 

placed upon the list as owning (wholly or in part) the buildings occupied by 
them. 

The helping hand has been freely, and \Ve trust judiciously, extended. 

WithOut a disposition to ,. publish its charity from the house-tops," we find 

Columbia Lodge of Greenville, by no means a large or wealthy lodge, con

tributed two hundred dollars for the relief of two distre:')sed and worthy 

brothers. 

16 G, L. 
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There have been three Masoriic Conventions, and two District Conventions 

in other localities. All have been well attended, and in every instance pro

nounced highly beneficial to the craft. 

We trust that both classes of conventions may become more frequent and 

extensive. We believe that the progress, usefulness and uniformity of work 

throughout this jurisdiction has been largely stimuJated and promoted by 

these occasions. 
One subject in the Grand Master's address, referred by the Committee on 

Doings of Grand Officers to your present committee, relating to "examination 

of candidates," should be carefully read and rigidly observed by every lodge 

officer and member in Maine. 
Instances are constantly recurring whereby a lodge has ascertained, too lattr, 

that through negligence of its Investigating Committee or unquestioning ac

ceptance of unworthy material it has admitted an unsound ashlar within its 

othenyise harmonious and symmetrical edifice. 

To "Guard well the outer door" is not an idle or meaningless admonition. 

Its true observance will diminish many sources of discord or disgrace. 

The tests, which 1\t[asonry demands from every applicant, are to be strictly 

answered in both the tetter and the spirit. 

Fraternally submitted, 

HENRY R. TAYLOI<1 ( 

H. D. SMITH, \ Committee. 
ALBERT M. ~ENLI!:Y, 

DISPENSATIONS AND CHARTERS. 

Bro. AuGUSTUS B. FARNHAM reported as follows: 

To the il:fust Worshipful Gra1td Lodge tif Maine. 
Your Committee on Dispensations and Charters have carefully considered 

the matters referred to them and respectfully present the following report: 

In the matter of the petition of Master Masons of Mt. Abraham Lodge, of 

Kingfield, for a charter, we recommend that the prayer of the petitioners be 

granted, and that the dispensation be.continued until the charter is issued. 

In the matter of the petition of Master Masons of N oUesemic Lodge, of 

Millinocket,· for a charter, we recommend that the prayer of the petitioners 

be granted, and that the dispensation be continued until the charter is issued. 

In the matter of a petition for a lodge at Howland, to be named Mohawk 

Lodge, said petition being favorably endorsed by Composite Lodge, No. 168, 

of La Grange, one of the lodges whose jurisdiction would he affected, and the 

consent of Horeb Lodge, No. 93· of Lincoln, whose jurisdiction would also 

be affected, being withheld, your committee are of the opinion that the best 
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interests of Masonry would not be promoted by granting the prayer of the 

petitioners for a lodge at Howland at this time, and would therefore recom

mend that the petitioners have leave to withdraw. 

In the matter of petition from Orient Lodge, X o. 15, of Thomaston, for a 

· duplicate charter to work under, so as to enable them to place their old charter 

in safe deposit vault for safe keeping against lo8s by fire, we recommend the 

adoption of the accompanying resolution : 

Redolved, That in consequence of the condition of the charter of Orient 

Lodge, No. 1 5, a certified copy of the same be issued to said lodge as the 
authority under which the lodge shall work: that it be authorized to retain 

the original charter in its archives and that this vote, attested by the M. VV. 

Grand Master and Grand Secretary, under the seal of the Grand Lodge, be 

endorsed upon both. 

Respecifu11y submitted, 

AUG. B. FARNHAM, ~ 
A. L. TALBOT, Committee. 
EDMUND B. MALLET, 

The report was accepted and their recommenda
tions and the accompanying resolution severally 
adopted. 

Bro. HARRY E. PLUMMER, on behalf of Ancient 
York Lodge, No. 155, at Lisbon Falls, asked for a 
certified copy of their charter, it having been injured 
by passing through a fire. 

The request was granted on the same conditions. 

Bro. WM. D. PATTERSON, on behalf of Lincoln 
Lodge, No. 3, at Wiscasset, made a like request, 
which was granted on similar conditions. 

PORTR.•\IT. 

The Grand Secretary was authorized to publish 
the portrait of P. G. M. JosiAH H. DRUMMOND in the 
proceedings. 
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FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 

Bro. JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND presented the report of 
the Committee on Foreign Correspondence in print, 
which was accepted, and permission was given to add· 
thereto. (See Appendix.) 

He also presented the following: 

GRAND LODGE OF MAINE, May 9, 1901. 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence having consider~d the request 

for the recognition of the Grand Lodge of Western Australia ask leave to re~ 

port; 

That we have not received the proceedings of the organization of this Grand 

Lodge, but we find a full account of them in the official Proceedings of the 
Grand Lodge of England, by which it appears that the action was regular and 

was participated in by a majority of the lodges, and we therefore recommend: 
That the Grand Lodge instituted in Western Australia, October I I,_ 1899, of 

which Sir GERARD SMITH is Grand Master and J.D. STEVENSON is Grand 
Secretary, is hereby recognized, and that our M. W. Grand Master be. author

ized to request :in exchange of Grand Representatives. 

JO~IAH H. DRUMMOND, ) 

EDWARD P. BtTRNHAM, t Committee. 
ALBRO E. CHASE, ) . 

Report accepted, recommendations adopted, and 
the new Grand Lodge recognized. 

In the matter of the communication from tne 
Grand Lodge of Switzerland, respecting International 
Masonry, the committee asked for further time, which 
was granted. 

MASONIC JURISPRUDENCE-EGGEMOGGIN LODGE, 

Bro. DRUMMOND submitted the following: 
IN GRAND LODGE oF MAINE, May 9, 1901. 

The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, to which was referred the corre

spondence between the Masonic Boa•d of Relief, of Oakland, California, and 

Eggemoggin Lodge of this jurisdiction, have examined and considered the 

same and ask leave to report. 
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That the W. Master of Eggemoggin Lodge received a dispatch dated Jan. 

24, I 900, from the Secretary of the Board of Relief at Oakland, Cal., as fol
lows: 

"Your Brother CHARLES ATWOOD DEAN here sick-destitute. Shall w~ 

assist-what amount-answer." 

The Master of the lodge replied under date of January 25th, "Assist Bro. 

DEAN fifteen dollars." 

That this reply was received is shown by letter from the Secretary asking 

for a remittance, " Referring to your telegram." 

The Secretary also wrote after receiving this reply, but iguming it and stating 
what was being done for Bro. DEAN. 

On March 13, 1900, the Secretary of Eggemoggin Lodge forwarded $1 s.oo, 
"The amount we agreed to contribute for the relief of Bro. DEAN." 

In February, the dues of Bro. DEAN, $r.oo, were received, paid in advance. 
Later the Secretary of the lodge received a letter from the Secretary of the 

Board, acknowledging the receipt of the $I 5.00 and stating that that sum was 
"only a small portion of the amount we have and are expending for the relief 

of Bro. C. A. DEAN, a member of your lodge," and saying further," Will you 

please inform us by return mail if your lodge proposes to assist any further in 

helping to care for him." The Secretary of the lodge replied at once, H We 
are sorry to have to inform you that our financial conditions are in such con

dition that it is simply impossible for us to re-imburse you for the expenses of 

Bro. DEAN.)' But on the next day the Secretary received a despatch, ':Bro. 

DEAN died last night, destitute. Shall we bury at your expense? Cost about 
sixty deBars-answer." To which he immediately replied, "'Do not see how 
we can assist in Bro. DEA~'s case." 

Another dispatch ~-as received and answered, but they are not material. 

The next thing was the receipt of a letter by our M. W. Grand Master from 

the M. W. Grand Master of California, enclosing the r.eceipt for dues, the 

correspondence between the parties and a biB amounting to $r4g.oo-$9z.oo 

was for aid furnished Bro. DEAN, and $57.00 for the expenses of his burial, 

with a credit of the jlrs.oo paid, and theM. W. Grand Master of Califomia 

trUsts that our M. W .. Grand Master wiiJ "see that this amount is refunded." 

This Grand Lodge has already often decided that masonic charity can 

neither be bought nor sold. It has repudiated the modern invention, that 

when a man becomes a mason he buys the right to be relieved to the fu)] 

extent of his wants when in distress, even to his full support. It still requires 

candidates to declare in their petition for admission that they are "uninfluenced 
by mercenary motives.". It holds that when a mason joins a lodge, he does 
not increase or change his right to relief in distress. The lodge is in this re

spect an association of brethren, and is bound by the same principles as the 

individual brother. It maintains the ancient doctrine, that a mason's right of 
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relief grows out rifhis being a mason, and is limited not only-bytbe-extent of 

his distress but also by the ability of h1s brother, of which such brother is tbe 

sole judge under his masonic obligations. It finds nowhere in ancient usage 

or law any warrant for the modem doctrine held tq by a few, that one brother 

can determine the ability of another and relieve distress in his name and on 

his account without his consent, and even-as in this case-against his protest. 

It follows that masonic charity creates no pecuniary debt, either upon the part 

of the brother relieved or any one else. 
Your committee have no occasion to submit any argument in support of 

these principles: and they find that there is no reason for any action of this 

Grand Lodge. 
Fraternally submitted, 

JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND, for the Committee. 

Report accepted and adopted. 

PAY ROLL. 

Bro. A. C. T. KING, for the Committee on Pay 
Roll, reported the schedule completed, and it was 
ordered to be paid. 

MAKING PUBLIC THE ACTION OF LODGES, 

Bro. DRUMMOND, for the Committee on Masonic 
] urisprudence, asked further time to complete the 
report on the subject of the Making Public the Ac
tion of Lodges, with liberty to report to the Grand 
Master, and the request was granted. 

I~ GRAND LoDGE OF MAINE, May 9, r9or. 

Your Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, to which was referred so much 

of the M. W. Grand Master's address as relates to publishing proceedings of 

lodges in newspapers, have considered the same, and examined the clippings 

submitted, and ask leave to report; 

It has been the custom to publish officially the proceedings of Grand Lodges 

for the information of masons under their obedience, but great care has been 
taken that nothing not proper for publication shall be so printed. The busi

ness of ~he Grand Lodge is almost wholly of such a character that it is not 

only proper, but desirable, that these officia1 publications be made for the in

formation of individual masons, and really for the information of the pubHc, 
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which has the right to know something of the character and objects of any 

organization existing in the community. 

In recent years it has also been the custom to publish brief abstracts in the 

secular newspapers, or at any rate to allow that to be done; but that" has 

always been done under the supervision of some officer, or some person in 

whom the Grand Lodge has confidence that the privilege will not be abused. 

But when we come to subordinate lodges, the matter is an entirely different 

one. As already stated, the business of a Grand Lodge is almost wholly of a 

public nature, but the proceedings in a lodge are of a more personal and 

private character, closely resembling those of a family. Indeed, the lodge is 

frequently termed a masonic family, and there are special reasons why their 

proceedings should be treated even more sacredly than the acts of individuals 

in their homes, and it has been the policy of our institution to regard and keep 

the action of our lodges as masonic secrets. 'Vhile this is readily understood 

and admitted by the craft, yet there is a tendency of late to forget our ancient 
rules. 

The enterprise of newspapers in the anxiety of their managers to be the first 

to publish news, has a tendency to make them go beyond the limits of proM 

priety, but yet experience shows that almost all reporters will yield to the 

reasonable wishes of parties concerned, and while it is difficult for a reporter 

hungry for an item, to resist the temptation to publish anything which he 

may think would be of interest to the public, yet we have found that so far 

as Masonry is concerned, they are ready and willing to yield to the u;ages and 

wishes of the craft. 

There are many transactions that every one understands cannot be made 

public without committing an offence against Masonry. This cannot be left 

to the judgment of irresponsible parties, and the only safe rule is to abstain 

entirely from giving the proceedings of lodges to the public. For instance, 

every one understands that to make public the fact that a certain candidate 

was rejected is a masonic offence of a grave character; but if, as in some of 

the items submitted to us, it is allowed to give the name of a petitioner and 

that is done, and it turns out afterwards that the party does not become a 

mason, the public know as well as we do, that he has been rejected, and the 

transaction is none the less an offence, committed indirectly, than if it had 

been committed directly. 

We were the more earnest in relation to this matter on account of the clip

ping submitted, in which the proceedings of the annual meeting of one of our 

lodges are detailed in the best style of sensational reporting. But upon in

quiry, we learned that neither the lodge, nor its officers, had any part or .lot in 

it or knew of it, but that it was the act of a brother with but little experience 

in Masonry, but whose connection with the public nev.'Spapers had led him to 

make this report. But we understand also, upon being told that it was not the 



2'34 Proceetb'ngs o.f the [May, 

proper thing to do, he readily acceded to the suggestion, and we can safely 

say that he will not again offend. 

Your committee recommend that it be declared to be the sense of this 

Grand Lodge that, while the list of officers elected or installed may be pub

lished, no proceedings whatever of subordinate lodges, save upon public 

occasions, shall be given to the press. 

Fraternally submitted, 

JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND, r 
MARQUIS F. KING, Committee. 
HORAVE H. BURBANK, 

Approved, 
ALFRED S. KIMBALL, Grand Master. 

FLORIDA. 

Brother DRUMMOND, as Grand Representative of 
Florida, presented the thanks of that Grand Lodge 
for the generous donation to the sufferers at Jackson
ville. 

INSTALLATION AND APPOINTMENTS. 

Bro. JosiAH H. DRUMMOND, Past Grand Master, 
was then called to the East and Grand Master 
CHOATE presented his successor, M. W. ALFRED S. 
KIMBALL, who was installed as Grand Master, with 
prayer by Bro. ELBRIDGE G. HEATH, as Grand Chap
lain. 

The Grand Master announced the following ap
pointments: 

R. w. CHAS. D. SMITH, Cor. Grand Secretary, Portland. 

GEORGE S. ORCUTT, D.D.G.M. rst Dist. Ashland. 
1\-hLLARD D. LAWRENCE, .2d " Calais. 

OsMOND A. HoLMEs, 3d " Addison Point. 

FRANK A. GROSS, 4th " Deer Isle. 

HAROLD E. MORRILL, sth " Monson. 

F. ERNEST HARVEY, 6th " Kenduskeag. 

WILLIS W. W ASHBUR;i, 7th " China. 

ALBERT M. AMES, 8th " Stockton Springs. 

G. DUDLEY GOULD, 9th. " Warren. 
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JoHN H. MAYERs, 

THoMAs H. BonaE, 
jOHN M. WEBBER, 

GEORGE G. WEEKS, 

HARRY E. PLUMMER, 

CHARLES F. ROWELL, 

DoN A. GATES, 

GEORGE H. OWEN, 

ToBIAS L. EASTMAN, 

CHARLES M. SLEEPER, 

JoHN E. CLARK, 

AsHUR B. HuTcHINs, 

*MILTON. L. MERRILL, 

D. D. G. M. Ioth Dist. 

IIth '

I2!h 

I 3th 

I 4th 

I 5th 
I6tft " 

I7th " 
I 8th 

I9th u 

zoth 

zist 

22d 

HARDY H. McKENNEY, 23d 

LIONEL 0. BRACKETT, 24th " 

GEo. A. GoRHAM, ]R., zsth H 

Vl.&Rev.EL'MER F. PEMBER, Gra!ld Chaplai1l, 

w. 

JoHN GIBSON, 

JosEPH B. SHEPHERD, 

GEORGE M. HowE, 

WILLIAM E. BROOKS, 

BIAL F BRADBURY, Grand Marshal, 

Se11ior Deaco1l, 

Ju~tior Deacon, 
Stnvard, 

Sword Bearer, 

235 

Dresden. 

Augusta. 

Waterville. 

Fairfield. 

Lisbon Falls. 

\\rilton. 

Dixfield. 

Portland. 

Fryeburg. 

South Berwick. 
V.VTinn. 

Orland. 

St. Albans. 

Limington. 

Auburn. 

Houlton. 

Bangor. 

Cape Elizabeth. 

Portland. 

Lewiston. 

South Paris. 

Norway. 

Augusta. 

East Machias. 
Ellsworth. 

Saco. 

Rockland. 

Portland. 

Portland. 

JAMES E. KINGSLEY, 

FRANCIS L. T AL'BOT, 

CURTIS R. FosTER, 

RALPH H. BURBANK, 

LoRENzo S. RoBINSON, 

CONVERS E. LEACH, 

WILLIAM N. HO\VE, 

}AMES H. WITHERELL, 

OscAR R. WisH, 

ALBERT H. BURROUGHS, 

Sta11dard Bearer, Oakland. 

M. w. FRANK E. SLEEPER, 

W· 'VALTER s. SMITH, 

WARREN 0. CARNEY, 

Pursuiz•ant, 

LectU?-e1·, 

01:gnnist, 

Tyler, 

* Appointed in place of Amos W. Moulton, declined. 

Portland. 

Westbrook. 

Sabattus. 

Portland. 

Portland. 

These officers were also installed by P. G. M. DRUM

MOND, and proclamation made, after which the Grand 
Master assumed the East and thanked Bro. DRUM-
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MOND for his assistance, and for the excellent advice 
which he had given to the officers and brethren. 

The Grand Master then announced the 

STANDING COMMITTEES. 

On Credentials. 

WILLIAM N. HowE, RALPH H. :BURBANK, JoHN M.S. HUNTER. 

On Grztva1zces and Appeals. 
CHAS. I. CoLLAMoRE, JosEPH M. HAYES, W. S. CHOATK 

On Publication. 

FESSENDEN I. DAY, W. ScO'IT SHOREY, MANLY G. TRASK. 

On E£istory. 

HERBERT HARRIS, SUMNER J. CHADBOURNE, jOSEPH A. LOCKE. 

On Dispensations and Charters. 

AuGUSTU~ B. FARNHAM, ARCHIE L. TALBOT, EDMUND B. MALLET. 

On Amendments to the Conshtutzon. 

HORACE H. BURBANK, w. R. G. ESTES,,ALDEN M. WETHERBEE. 

On .frfasonic Jurisprudence. 

JoSIAH H. DRUMMOND, MARQUis F. KING, HORACE H. BuRBANK. 

On Foreign Correspondence. 

JoSIAH H. DRUMMOND, EDWARD P. BURNHAM, ALBRO-E. CHASE. 

On Condition o/ the Fraternity. 

HENRY R. TAYLOR, HOWARD D. SMITH, ALBERT M. PENLEY. 

On Library. 

G. M. (ex-'!!ficio), ALBRO E. CHASE, JosEPH A. LoCKE. 

On Transportation. 

STEPHEN BERRY, w. FREEMAN LoRD, ]AMES E. PARS~NS. 

On Returns. 

STEPHEN BERRY, MosEs TArT, MILLARD F. HicKs. 

Commission to Investigate Proceedings Carra bassett Lodge. 

HoRACE H. BURBANK, ALBRO E. CHASE, WILLIAM}. BURNHAM. 

THANK'S. 

Bro. STEPHEN BERRY offered the following, which 
was unanimously adopted: 
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Resolved, That the thanks of the Grand L.odge be returned to 

Past Grand Master \NINFIELD S. CHOATE, for the efficient, able, 
cow-reous and patient discharge of his duties for the past two 

years. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS. 

Bro. JosEPH M. HAYES presented the following re

port, which was accepted : 

IN GRAND LonGE, PoRTI;-AND, May 9· 190I. 

Your Committee on Unfinished Business would report that all business pre-

sented to the Grand Lodge at the present communication is completed. 

JOS. 1\1. HAYES, } 
ALBERT M. PENLEY, Committee. 
E~OCH 0. GREENLEAF, 

The minutes were read and approved, and at 1 1.30 

the Grand Lodge was closed, prayer being offered by 
Bro. ELBRIDGE G. HEATH, officiating as Grand Chap

lain. 

Attest: 

Grand Secretary. 

The eighty-third Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge 

will be held at Masonic Hall, Portland, Tuesday, IVfay 6, 1902, 

at 9 o'clock A. M. 
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~ 1Reports of ~ 
IDfstrfct IDeput~ a5ran~ Masters 

FIRST DISTRICT. 

To M. W. WINFIELD S. CHoATE, 

Grand 11-fa.ster if the Grand Lodge o/ Mm'ne. 

I hereVti.th submit my official report as D. D. G. M. of the First Masonic 

District of l\1aine. I have visited every lodge in the district, and found peace 

and harmony to prevail. 

December 19th, visited Washburn Lodge, No. 193. No work appearing, I 

answered some questions and gave such advice as I thought necessary. This 

lodge has· done the most work of any one in the" district and is in good shape. 

J:4'ebruary 27th, visited Eastern Frontier, ~To. 112. Saw work in the E. A. 

degree. The W. Y. in the chair for the first time. The work was very well 

done; it being the home of Past D. D. SAWYER, it has the benefit of his 

knowledge and experience, and it is sure to go about right. 

March 27th, visited Pioneer Lodge, No. 72, at Ashland. They had made 

arrangements to work the E. A. degree, but on account of the traveling the 

candidate was unable to be present. Listened to the lectures, which were 

passed very well. This lodge is doing considerable . work and is in good 

shape. 

April rst, visited Trinity Lodge, No. 1JO, at Presque Isle. Witnessed the 

raising of two candidates in a manner that was very nearly perfect. The records 

are in the best of hands, and this lodge is all right. 

Caribou Lodge, No. 170. is my masonic home, and I have attended nearly 

all of its meetings. It is doing plenty of work. The records are in good 

hands and harmony prevails. 

As my official labors are drawing to a close, I wish to extend my thanks 

to you, M. W ., for the honor conferred, and to the brethren throughout the 

district, for their courtesy and kindness to me, and I trust that my successor 

rna y meet with the same treatment at their hands. 

Fraternally submitted, 

Caribou, April 15, 1901. C. W. HENDRIX, D. D. G. M. rst M.D. 
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SECOND DISTRICT. 

To M. W. We·rFIELD S. CHoATE, 

Grand 1Vaster of the Grand Lodgi: ojlJfaiJte. 

I here\vith submit my second annual report as DL ... trict Deputy Grand 

Master of the Second Masonic District. I am happy to report, that I have 

visited all the lodges in my district, at least once, and some of them for the 

second time, and "found the craft enjoying a fair degree of prosperity. 

My first official act for the year was in writing the Grand Master to grant a 

dispensation to Lewy's Island Lodge, for permission to attend divine service 

on St. John's Day, which was kindly granted. District Deputy Grand Masters 

formerly granted permission to lodges for this purp?se, but for some reason 

this practice was annulled by the Grand Lodge. 

On December 13th a convention of the lodges of the Second District was 

held with the brethren of Eastern Lodge, No.7, Eastport1 and some two hQn

dre.d of the brethren from the remote corners of the district were in attendance. 

The convention was ca11ed to order at z P. M., by the District Deputy Grand 

Master, who welcomed the brethren at our annual gathering, and called their 

a;ttention to the amendment to the Constitution, to be acted on by the session 

of the Grand Lodge in May, 1901. It was earnestly hoped that this amend

ment would not be adopted, as it would deprive two of the lodges in this dis

trict of representation in the Grand Lodge, unless with serious inconvenience 

and greatly increased expense, as '1\T ashington Lodge and Lewy's Island 

Lodge would have to start their deJegates on the road to Portland on Satur

day, in order to arrive on time for the opening of the session, as the railroad 

facilities in this section are so arranged that it would be impossible to make 

proper connections. 

It was unanimously voted that the senior officer of the several lodges com

municate "\\rith the Grand Lodge at its annual meeting, and earnestly pray that 

this injustice to them should not have a passage. To Crescent Lodge, of 

Pembroke, was assigned the duty of conferring the E. A. degree at this con· 

vention, but the Master not being present, 'N. M:. IRVIN 'V. CAsE, of v.rr ash

ington Lodge, of Lubec, kindly assented to preside as Master for the occasion, 

and the degree was worked in a very skillful manner by the Pembroke breth

ren. There was very little to criticise, notwithstanding·a large portion of the 

officers were acting for the first time. 

The F. C. degree was assigned to Lewis Island Lodge, with the under

standing that if unable to attend, St. Croix Lodge in their absence should 

work the degree. W. M. W. H. KEEN and the officers of St. Croix Lodge 

occupied the different stations and performed the work in a very creditable 

and p1easing manner. 

The convention was then called from labor to refreshment, and repaired to 



Proceedings o.f the [May, 

the vestry of the Baptist Church, on Washington street, where a banquet was 

prepared by the ladies of that society, and some three hundred masons sat 

down to a feast of good things that would cause a hungry tramp to die- v..>ith 

envy with a passing glance. The ladies pf this society do nothing in a half· 

way manner, and the attendants, in their dainty costumes, performed the 

service in a very skillful manner, and no one, from the highest to the lowest, 

was neglected for a single moment. A unanimous vote of thanks was tend

ered the ladies of this society for the rich and attractive banquet prepared by 

them for the occasion. 

The conyention was again cailed to labor; and M. W. WARREN KANE and 
the officers of Eastern Lodge .filled the several stations, and exemplified the 

work of the Master's degree on tvw candidates, who were introduced and ex

amined as to their proficiency in the preceding degrees. They acquitted them

selves in a manner highly ,appreciated by the brethren present. The work of 

the degree was performed in a very skillful and pleasing manner~ and fully up 

to the practice and work of the lodges in this district. A number of speeches 

were made bf the brethren present, which were greeted with rounds of ap~ 
plause, when the convention was declared closed at a late hour, and the 

brethren separated to meet again in convention the following year, at the wisp_ 

of the District Deputy and assent of the lodges. 

January 4th; I paid an official visit to Eastern Lodge, to witness the work 

of its officers before their retirement from office, as a new board was to occupy 

the several stations in the coming year. The work was very pleasing indeed, 

and the veteran Bro. joH~ FISHER proved conclusively that age had not 

impaired his usefulness, nor had his right hand lost its cunning. Such correc

tions as were necessary in the work were made, which were very few indeed, 

WHEELER C. HA \VKES, as Secretary, by the neat appearance of the records, 

shows that he is the man in the right place. This lodge is enjoying an un

usual season of prosperity, and adding some fine material to their numbers. 

The initiates are fully instructed, and when fully invested! are ready to fill any 

position to which they may be called in the lodge work. At the close of the 

session, the Stewards entertained the brethren in the banquet hall, where a 

fine collation was prepared, that was fully appreciated, notwithstanding the 

hour v.'a.S a late one. 
January r6th, I installed the officers of Washington Lodge, my niasonic 

home. W. M. IRVIN W. CASE has been re-elected for his third term as Master, 

and takes great interest in his masonic work. He is ably assisted by an effi

cient board of officers, who take great pride in having their work up to the 

mark. Everything connected with this lodge is in flourishing condition, although 

the additions to membership are slow and sure. The outer door is securely 

guarded, and none are suffered to pass its portals un1ess duly qua1i:fied. Three 

additions have been made during the past year, with other applications now 

• 
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pending. The interior of the hall is to be renovated the present season, and 

steel ceiling and walls to be put in, for which proposals are now being received. 

"'~hen the proposed plans are fully carried out, the brethren of Wa:3hington 

~odge can well feel proud of their masonic home. 

February zzd, the doors of Washington Hall were thrown open, as has 

been the custom, and it was filled to overflowing with masons' families and 

invited guests, who enjoyed the iovening in social converse, games and differ

ent amusements. Ice cream, cake and fruit in abundance, were serv~g. by 

fine looking young ladies, and the entertainment was voted the social event 

of the year. 

February 16th, I made an official visit to St. Croix Lodge, and witnessed 

the exemplification of the work in the Master's degree, by the newly elected 

Master, Bro. IsAAC N. JONES, and his officers, who were doing this work for 

the first time. It would naturally be supposed, under the circumstances, that 

some mistakes would occur, but the work was carried through in a very pleas

ing and impressive manner. The corrections that were made were mostly 

slips that were readily noticed by the officers and members when their atten

tion was called to them. This is a large lodge and the attendance is not what 

would naturally be expected, more attention being paid to the work in the 

higher degrees. This perhaps is commendable, but dutiful " sons" never 

forget their" mother," for by neglecting the home that gave them masonic 

birth, the other bodies must in a short time suffer for material with which to 

maintain their standing. This seems to be a prevailing fault with all the 

lodges, to neglect the •· blue" for the ''purple," and should be corrected. The 

records of this lodge are still in the hands of the old veteran, Brother STEPHEN 

MORRELL, and is a guarantee that they are neat and correct in ~very particu

lar. We were pleased to meet our old time friend and brother, Past Master 

VosE, whose zeal for Masonry seems to grow more intense with the passing 

years. Such men are to be treasured as great riches, as character and dignity 

follow in their footsteps. This lodge has been prosperous the past year, and 

six new members have been added by initiation. At the close of the work, a 

banquet was served, as is the usual custom in this lodge, and is always a season 

of pleasure to those present. 

The follo·wing evening, an official visit was made to the brethren of Lewy's 

Island Lodgs, where we were pleased to greet our old friends after our year's 

separation. We found everything as pleasant and agr~eable as kind hearts 

could make it. Bro. THEODORE :VfoRRrsoN still occupied the East, while 

some changes had been made among the floor officers. The work on the first 

degree was exemplified for our inspection, and was first class in almost every 

respect. The work was done by the Master in a thorough manner, and the 

candidate was not left groping in the dark as to the mysteries of this beautiful 

degtee. All necessary corrections were made and were received in the spirit 

J 
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of brotherly love. This lodge also has been enjoying a season of prosperity, 

having added to their membership by initiation six neW brethren. The brethren 

of this lodge are bright masons and good ritualists, and are perfecting them

selves in the work by holding schools of instruction·. The records are looked 

after by Past District Deputy FRANK CHADBOURNE, who keeps them in a 

business manner. The returns for this lodge were made up during my visit, 

and passed into my keeping as the first on the list. The following day, being 

unable to leave there until late in the afternoon, I enjoyed a sleigh ride with 

VV. M. MoRRISON, some ten or more miles to the logging-camp of Bro. JoHN 

BREEN, and enjoyed a lumberman's dinner of baked beans, cooked as no one 

but a lumberman can cook them. Our trip was heartily enjoyed as the 
weather and sleighing were all that could be desired. 

March 13th, on being notified by the Master of Crescent Lodge, Pembroke, 

that they would be ready to receive me on that date, accompanied by Bros. 

WILLIAM MERRIAM and WILLIAM McCoNNEL, we wer~ present at the open

ing of the)odge, and its newly elected officers. With Bro. A. W. LEIGHTO!i as 

its Master, we witnessed the work on two candidates in the first degree. The 

work was done fairly well for new officers. Some corrections were made that 

were fully appreciated. With a little more familiarity the lodge will occupy 

the position of former years and rank well with any in the district. A boun

tiful supper wa..<> prepared in the banquet room, and heartily appreciated by 
some who had been fasting since noon. The Pembroke brethren entertain 

right royaliy, and none need go away unsatisfied. 

March 25th, by invitation of Eastern Lodge, a delegation from Washington 

Lodge accompanied the District Deputy on a visit to that body. A large 

number of masons were present to witness the work. of the third degree on 

two candidates by the new board of officers. We found our old veteran 

Senior Deacon, FRANK BEAL, occupying the chair as Master, who presided 

with that same dignity and correct work that is characteristic of the man. 

The work was done in an admirable manner, and ne'lded no corrections. 

Eastern Lodge is to be congratulated for the season of prosperity they are now 

enjoying. All the different bodies are having an abundance of work. We 

were much pleased to notice two of the brethren, v.rho were raised at our pre· 

vious meeting, wearing the jewels of their stations as officers of the lodge. 

During our stay, with the assistance of Past District Deputies BRADISH and 

NEAGLE, the Past Master's degree was conferred on Bro. BEAL, much to his 

satisfaction. An oyster stew \\'"3.5 served at the conclusion of the work. In 

my official capacity, I have distributed nine Past Master's diplomas, and there 

are yet several who have not received them, proving that some one has been 

remiss in his duty. 

I wish to thank the Secretaries of the lodges in the Second District for their 

promptness in forwarding the Grand Lodge returns, as it is a source of satis~ 

I 
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faction to me to be informed that the Second District is for the second time 

the first on the list of the files of the Grand Treasurer. 

In closing my report, I wish to say that during two terms of office, as Dis. 
trict Deputy Grand Master, I have received from all the lodges the most 

courteous treatment and hearty welcome, for which I am very grateful, and 

earnestly hope that my successor in office may receive the same hearty and 

fraternal greetings that have been accorded me. To you, Most \Vorshipful 

Grand Master, I wi..<;h to extend my most ~incere thanks, for placing me in 
the position of your representative in the Second Masonic District, the duties 

of which I have tried to fulfill to the best of my ability, and for the many 

pleasant hours passed among my brethren. 

Fraterhally yours, 

' 
ALFRED SMALL, D. D. G. iJ. zd J}f. D. 

Lubec, Me., April 4, 1901. 

THIRD DISTRICT. 

To M. W. \\'INFIELD S. CHOATE, 

Grand ~Waster o.f the Gnurd Lodge if llfaine. 

I herev.1.th submit my second annual report as D. D. G. M. of the Third 

Masonic District. 

In December, by invitation of VV. M. ]. A. 'N ALLING, I visited Pleiades 

Lodge, of Milbridge, accompanied by several brethren of Narraguagus Lodge, 

and witnessed work in the M. M. degree, which was performed with the ac

curacy and life which the presence of visitors always inspires. 

Later in the month, W. M. 'VALLING invited Narraguagus Lodge to work 

theM. M. degree on a F. C. of Pleiades, in Milbridge. The novelty of the in

vitation, as well as the high reputation of Pleiades for masonic knowledge, put 

the brethren of Narrag-uagus on their mettle. '\Vorshipful Master GuPTILL 

and his associates spent several evenings in careful preparation, and the breth

ren of Pleiades, as well as the candidate, were well pleased with the impressive 

and forcible rendering of the ceremony. A real masonic banquet followed, 

with P. M. FRED I. CAMPBELL as toast master. All joined heartily in toasts 

and responses, and the ties which have bound these lodges so many years 

were more closely knit together. No masonic event of the year in my district 

was more pro-fitable or enjoyable, and it should become a general custom 

among the lodges. 

January 22d, I installed the officers of VVarren Lodge, No.2, of East !\1a

chias, and was greeted by a lrue masonic audience. P.M. TALBOT leaves the 

lodge in ex,cellent condition, and a corps of officers well prepared for their 

duties. 

17 G. L. 
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January 23d, I installed the officers of HarwooQ. Lodge, No. gr, of Machias. 

The welfare of this lodge has bEen affected by the increase of secret orders in 

town, but has recovered, and under the lead of \V. M. L. B. '\VlLDER, is working 

with renewed interest. 

January z6th, I installed the officers of Tuscan Lodge, No. 106, of Addison, 

assisted by \V. ~I. P. B. GuPTILL, of- Narraguagus Lodge, as Grand Marshal. 

Bro. TRACY resigned the office of Secretary after a service of a quarter of a 

century, marked by particular ·accuracy and a thorough knowledge of his 

official duties. 

February 5th, I installed the officers of Pleiades Lodge, No. 173, of Milbridge. 

The ladies were present and followed the ceremony with new interest, 
as a lodge of Eastern Star has been constituted aillong them. 

Feb. 6th, I publicly installed the officers of Jonesport Lodge, No. ISS, of 

Jonesport. This lodge continues to prosper and is doing more work than any 

other in the district. 

February 19th, I publicly installed the officers of Narraguagus Lodge, No. 

88, after a supper at the vestry of th-e Baptist Church. I have inspected 

work here in all the degrees several times, and am pleased to say that the 

reputation of this lodg~ will not suffer in the hands of the present officers. 

March 8th, I installed the officers of Lookout Lodge. No. IJI, of Cutler, 

assisted by Bro. ROYAL FosTER, of Warren Lodge, as _Grand Marshal. The. 

ladies were present and an oyster stew was served in the lo,ver hall. The 

brethren have carpeted the lodge and preparation room, and have added some 

valuable members to their roll. 

On account of sickness and death of prominent brethren in Machias, and 

my own affairs, I was unable to find a convenient time for a Masonic Conven· 

tion, which Harwood Lodge had again invited. I pass the invitation on to 

my successor. 

I leave the lodges working with sufficient accuracy, Jiving in harmony and 

generally striving to exemplify the principles of Masonry. 

Fraternally submitted, 

DAVID W. CAMPBELL, D. D. G. M. .Jd iff. D. 

Cherryfield, April 13, r 901. 

FOURTH DISTRICT. 

To :M. VV. WINFIELD S. CHOATE, 

Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of lffaine. 

I have the honor to submit my second annual report as District Deputy 

Grand Master of the Fourth Masonic District. 
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December 22d, I made my official visit to Reliance Lodge, No. 195, Ston

ington. This was a special meeting, and a very large number were present. 

'\J\I~itnessed work on the Master Mason's degree, which was very ably done. I 

am glad to report that this lodge has made very great improvement in col

l,ecting their dues. The records are in the hands of Bro. STI~SO.:'{, and are 

neat and correct and show a good attendance. After closing, refreshments 

were served which we all enjoyed, 

December 29th, by request, I inst_alled the officers of Rising Star Lodge, No. 

177, Penobscot, assisted by P.M. J. H. HooPER, of Eggemoggin Lodge, as 
Grand Marshal. Ladies and invited friends were present. After the instaUation 

ceremony, refreshments were served and a pleasant time spent socially. Feb

ruary 20th I made my official visit to this lodge. This Vi'aS a special meeting 

and a small -number were present. Work was exemplified on the Entered 

Apprentice degree and was well performed. The records are still in the hands 

of Bro. CUSHMAN 1 and are kept in their usual manner. Dues very well col

lected. 

January 3d, I visited Hancock Lodge, No.4, Castine. "Vork was exempli

fied on the F. C. degree and was well performed. This is one of the banner 

lodges in collecting dues. The records are still kept by Bro. HooPER in his 

unexcelled manner. After witnessing work, the brethren invited their families 

and friends to t~e hall and I installed the officers, assisted by P. M. JOHN F. 

REA as Grand Marshal, and Bro. \\r oon as Grand Chaplain. Interesting re

marks were made by the brothers and also by the ladies. 

The officers that were instal1ed are p-roficient in the work, and they expect 
to do as good work as any lodge in the county, and I have no doubt they will. 

After installation refreshments were served to all present. 

February 18th, I visited Ira Berry Lodge, No, 187, Bluehill. This was a 
regular meeting, and quite a large number were present. As there was no 

work we carefully went over the ritual. The records are faithfully kept by 
Bro. DAVIS. Dues very well collected. After closing, theW. M. invited aU 

present to the banquet hall, where refreshments were served. 

February rgth, I visited Marine Lodge, No. 122, Deer Isle. This was a 

special meeting with a vety large number present. Work on the l\Iaster 

Mason's degree was performed in the usual manner of this lodge, which is 

extra fine, and -I think cannot be excelled. The records are kept by Bro .. 

JOYCE and are all right. The dues are remarkably well collected. The lodge 

is in a flourishing condition. After closing, refreshments were served, and an 

enjoyable time spent with the brethren. 

February 27th, I visited Naskeag Lodge, No. Jii, Brooklin. This was a 

special meeting. Exemplification of work on the Entered Apprentice degree, 

which was very ·well performed. The records are kept by Bro. KANE in a 

very fine manner. Dues are well collected, and show an improvement over 
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last year. After lodge was closed we were invited to the banquet hall, where 

refreshments were served, to which we all did justice. 

I have visited officially every lodge in this district, with the exception of my 

home lodge, Eggemoggin, No. rz8. But as I have been present at every 

meeting and witnessed work in all three degrees, I thought it unnecessary to 

visit it officially. The records are in the hands of Bro. BRIDGES, and are kept 

in just the way they should be. Dues very well collected. 

January 22d, by request, I installed the officers of Eggemoggin Lodge, as

sisted by P. M. J. H. HooPER as Grand Marshal, and P.M. F. G. HIGGINS 

as Grand Chaplain. Ladies, friends and-Naskeag Lodge, :Brooklin, were in
vited to be present, and a very large number accepted the invitation. Appropri
ate selectio~ were rendered by the choir during the ceremony. After par· 

taking of a very fine supper, aU returned to the masonic hall, where music 

and readings were the order of the evening, and a very pleasant time was 

spent. 

I have the pleasure to report that a11 the lodges of this district are in a 

fairly flourishing condition financiaHy. 

In conclusion, Most \Vorshipful, I wish to thank you for the honor you 

have conferred upon me by my re-appointment to this office, and also tlJe 

officers and members of the several lodges for the kindness and courtesy 

shown me during my visits to their respective lodges, and especia1ly the Sec

retaries for their promptness in making returns. 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

THEO. A. SMITH, D. D. G. JVf. 4th M. D. 

Sedgwick, March 2 5, 1901. 

FIFTH DISTRICT. 

To l\11. V\1 • WINFIELD S. CHOATE, 

Grand Muter if the Grmui Lodge of .1~laine. 

I herewith submit my annual report as D. D. G. M. of the Fifth Masonic 
District. Having been appointed to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation 

of Bro. ALLEN P. CLARK, I was installed by him at Dover, June 19th. 
October 5th, I made my first official visit to 01ive Branch Lodge, at Charles

ton, by invitation of the War. Master. It was a co]d and stormy night, and 

not many of the brethren were present. All of the officers were present, how· 

ever, also nine or ten brethren from Pleasant River Lodge, twenty miles away. 

The F. C. and M. M. degrees were worked on one candidate in a very fine 

manner. Bro. \VoRTH is a very strict ritualist, and he is well supported by 
his officers. I could see very little to criticise. They have had only one can· 

didate this year, but they work as though they had been in 'COnstant practice. 
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The records are in the hands of Bro. SMITH, who is entering upon his 

twenty-sixth year as Secretary. Dues are fairly well cOllected. A banquet 

was served at the close. 

October 29th, by invitation, I visited Pleasant River Lodge, at Brownville, 

accompanied by eight of my brethren from Doric Lodge. It was a special 

meeting and the work was on the )1, M. degree, which was very well done. 

They have had a fair amount of work this year, and are in a good, healthy 

condition. Their hall is a rented one and is too small and poorly ventilated for 

their purpose. About seventy-five brethren were present, nearly half of whom 

were members of neighboring lodges, fifteen of them being from Composite 

Lodge, at La Grange. \¥ e enjoyed a profitable and pleasant evening. The 

records are all right, and dues well collected. Banquet at Hotel Herrick, at 

the close. 

November 12th, I visited officially Doric Lodge, at the request of the Vv-. or. 

Master. Work was prese~ted in the M. M. degree, and was well done. I 

have attended every meeting of this, my own lodge, and I do not hesitate to 

say that they well keep up their reputation of doing good work, a noticeable 

feature being that nearly all of its Past Masters regularly attend the meetings, 

thereby giving their influence as well as their past experience to the lodge. 

A goodly number of brethren were present from Columbia Lodge, on a fra~ 

ternal visit. A history is being prepared by Bros. jOHN F. SPRAGUE, ALBERT 

W. CHAPIN and EDWIN R. HAYNES. At the close a banquet was served by 
the ladies of the Eastern Star, with the assistance of our veteran Steward, 

Bro. R. T. THOMAS. 

November 19th, I privately installed the officers of Pleasant River Lodge, 

assisted by P. M. E. C. RIDER as Grand Marshal, and Rev. Bro. W. CURTis 

as Grand Chaplain. 

November 23d, I attended the school of instruction at Guilford. Four 

District Deputies were present, and six lodges were represented. At the re

quest of the Grand Lecturer, 1 notified the Master of every lodge in the district, 

either personally or by letter, of the date of the convention, and I am sorry to 

have to report that five of them failed to respond, although some of them sent 

some one else to represent the lodge. I received very much benefit from the 

convention, and I believe that every Master should attend one of them during 

his term of office. 

December rst, official visit to Composite Lodge, at La Grange. The 

M. M. degree was worked by a new set of officers, and considering the "fact 

that they had never conferred this degree before, it was very weB done. A 

good deal of interest was manifested, the hall being ·well filled. :-1\. petition 

was presented by the brethren of this lodge who live at Howland, twelve miles 

away, for permi~sion to form a new lodge at that place. As this would take 

nearly half of the members a-way from Composite Lodge, it created quite a 
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lively discussion and considerable opposition. I was glad to note that this 

discussion created no ill feeling, each brother stating his views frankly, and 

admitting that if he lived at Howland he would feel just as the Howland 
brethren did. 

The petition was laid on the table for a month, and I learned later that the 

petition was granted, but that Horeb Lodge, at Lincoln, whose jurisdiction 

they would invade, withheld their consent, consequently they could not pro

ceed further with their project. I do not believe in dividing small lodges as 

a rule, thereby maki~g two weak lodges, but when forty-five masons who live 

as far from their lodge as these brethren do, are set on forming a new lodge, 

it wou]d seem as though their prayer should be granted. The records in the 

hands of Bro. DYER, are neatly and correctly kept, and the dues are well col

lected. At the close of the meeting a banquet was served in the baH. 

December 29th, I privately installed the officers of Mt. Kineo Lodge, at Guil

ford, assisted by Past ~aster C. \\r_ MoRRILL as Gr. Marshal, and Past Master 

A. W. ELLIS as Grand Chaplain. After the installation, the new officers con

. ferred the M. M. degree on two candidates in a very creditable manner, show

ing hard study on theh part, which will only require practice to bring them up 

to the standard. Thi' lodge is the largest in the district and they have done 
the largest amount of work this year. The records are well kept and dues 

well collected. At the close an oyster supper was served in the banquet room 

over the haiL 

rgor, January Ist, I installed the officers of Columbia Lodge, at Greenville, 

assisted by Past Master HIRAM HuNT as Grand Marshal, after which I gave 

them some instruction in the work. This lodge is small and they have not done 

much work. The outer door has been closely guarded. Many have knocked 

who have not entered, but those who have entered are '1 true and trusty." 

One application Wa.<; voted on and accepted and another ·was received, so that 

the new officers wiU soon have work. A committee reported having raised, 

by private subscription, about two hundred dollars which was paid to two un

fortunate brethren, which shov.rs that a spirit of brotherly love prevails. The 

records are neatly kept by Bro. H. W- BuDDEN. 

January 7th, I privately installed the officers of Doric Lodge, assisted by 

the retiring Master, .Bro. w. c_ ]ACKSON, and p_ D. D. G. M.A. F. jAcKSON 

as Grand Marshal and Grand Chaplain. 

January 1 zth, I received a petition signed by eighteen hrethren of Howland, 

for permission t_o form a new lodge at that place. As it was endorsed under 

seal by the Secretary of Composite Lodge, stating that they had giving their 

consent, I signed the petition. 

January JISt, by invitation, I visited Mosaic Lodge, at Foxcroft. A new set of 

officers conferred the M. 1\IL degree on two candidates. One oj them was taken 

into the lodge room and pa...;;sed a very good examination in the F. C. degree. 



Grand Lodge of Maine. 249 

This lOdge is in a flourishing condition. A committee appointed to solicit 

subscriptions to raiq,e a debt of $8oo.oo on their hall, made their report that 

the money had all been subscribed, only a few do Bars remaining unpaid, so 

that the lodge is now out of debt. The -rec~rds are well and neatly kept. 

Banquet at close. 

F.ebruary 1st, I publicly installed the officers of Olive Branch Lodge, at 

East Corinth, they having a dispensation from the Grand Master aUowing 

them to do so. I was assisted by r. D. D. G. M. ALLEN P. CLARK, of Dover, 

who acted as Grand Marshal. After the installation an oyster and pastry 

supper was served, and then a fine entertainment was presented by local talent. 

All were unanimous in pronouncing it one of the best times in the history of 

the lodge. 

March rst, by ippointment, I visited Piscataquis Lodge, at Milo. As they 

had no work, they exemplified the l\L M. degree in a satisfactory manner. 

During intermission~ refreshments were served in t~e banquet room. After 

the work I was calJed upon for remarks, and I made critici.o;;ms on the work 

where I thought they were needed, after which we had an informal talk on 

the ritual, which, it seems to me, resulted in much good. They have had a 

number of applications the past year, but have accepted only two, which shows 

that they are using care in selecting material. They have a beautiful hall free 

from debt. The brethren are harmonious, and the business of the lodge is 

well conducted. 
:March 4th, by appointment, I visited Penobscot Lodge, at Dexter. "Tork 

was presented in theM. M. degree. The candidate Vi'd.S introduced and passed 

an examination in the F. C. degree. The work was finely done. The floor 

work of the Senior Deacon was fine, and all the officers showed a disposition 

to do the ·work as perfectly as possible. A large number of brethren ,.,..-ere 

present, although there were four entertainments of various kinds the same 

evening. The business of the lodge is conducted in a business like manner 

and the dues are well collected. A banquet was served during intermission. 

In summing up my report, I will say that I have visited all the lodges in the 

district, and have been kindly and cordially received. I have made such sug

gestions and criticisms as I thought were for the good of the bre~hren_ I 

have examined the books and have found that all of the Secretaries under

stand their duties perfectly, an~ with one exception, they have sent in the 

Grand Lodge returns on time. 

I have issued six Past Master's d1plomas during the year. 

I find that only one lodge in the district has a full set of Grand Lodge pro

ceedings properly bound. The others have never had them bound, and, ii1 

many cases, they have been lost or destroyed. I have called their attention to 

the matter, and I trust that the error will be corrected as far as possible in 

the future. 

• 
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Hoping that I have been of some benefit to- the lodges in the district, per

mit me to thank you, Most \IVorshipfui, for the honor you have conferred 

upon me, also the brethren for their kindness and hospitality. 

Fraternally submitted, 

HAROLD E. MORRILL, D. D. G. M.sth tef. D. 

Monson, May z, 1901. 

SIXTH DISTRICT. 

To 1\f. W. 'VINJ<'IELD S. CHoATE, 

Grand Master if tlze Gra7Zd Lodge qf fr!aine. 

I have the honor to submit my third annual report as District Deputy Grand 

Master of the Sixth 1\fasonic District, and it is with great pleasure that I 

assure you of the most satisfactory condition of the Jodges in this district. 

The records of the several lodges are in good hands, the dues weiJ collected 

and the lodges generally in good financial condition, the most of them own

ing their haJJ and having a good fund in the treasury. 

As I was not at the Grand Lodge to be installed with the other District 

Deputy Grand Masters, I was instaUed by Past Grand Master CHAltLEs I. 

CoLLAMORE, at Bangor, on a certain day of the week in June .. 1900. 

October 8th, I installed the officers of Star in the East Lodge, No. 6o, at Old 

Town, a.<.;sisted by Wor. Bro. V. E. TucKER, of that lodge, as Grand Marshal. 

Installation was private. I have been present at most of the meetings of this, 

my home lodge, during the year, and so did not make an official visit. This 

lodge was unfortunate in having its VVor. Master move to Massachusetts dur

ing his term of office, but Bro. CHARLE~ GREENE, the Senior \Varden, pre

sided over the lodge, and did the work in such an able manner that in Sep

tember he was unanimously elected Vv~ or. Master; since which time we have 

not had the usual amount of work, but what we have had has been done in a 

very creditable manner. 

Dece~ber 1st, by invitation, I publicly installed the officers of Lynde Lodge, 

No. 174; at Hermon, assisted by Wor. Bro. V. E. TucKER as Grand Marshal. 

Thi!re was a large number present. At the close a banquet was served and 
a social hour enjoyed. 

December 4th, .I attended the masonic convention, at Augusta, and received 

much valuable information from the Grand Lecturer. 

December 18th, accompanied by Wor. Bro. F. C. BARKER, of Pacific 

Lodge, at Exeter, I visited 1\-fystic Lodge, No. 65, at Hampden, and installed 
their officers. There was a good attendance of the brethren and friends. We 

then repaired to the banquet hall, where a fine supper was served, after which 

, 
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there was singing and recitations by several young ladies, all of which were 

finely rendered. 

December 28th, I publicly installed the officers of Howard Lodge, No. 69, 

at Vlinterport, assisted by V·l or. Bro. V. E. Tucker as Grand Marsllal, also 

by a fine choir. The hall was crowded with members and invited guests. After 

the installation an oyster supper \vas served in the hall below, to which all 

did ample justice. Returning to the lodge room, we had the pleasure of 

listening to a fine selection of music, recitations, speeches, &c., which con

cluded a most enjoyable evening. 

January 16th, by invitation, I installed the officers of Mechanics' Lodge, 

No. 66, at Orono, assisted. by Wor. Bro. V. E. TucKER as Grand Marshal. 

The installation was private. At the close a fine supper was served. 

June 25th, I made my official visit to St. Andrew's Lodge, No. 83, at Ban

gor. Their beautiful hall was well filled with their own members and visiting 

brethren, showing that there is great interest among the members of this lodge. 

The meeting wa..:;; called at 4.30 P. M., and t.he Master Mason's degree was 

conferred on three candidates. Although the ritual was not perfectly rendered, 

yet on the whole there was but little chance for criticism. At the close a fine 

banquet was served, after which I installed their officers, assisted by 'V or. 

Bro. V. E. TucKER as Grand Marshal. The Apollo Quartet furnished appro

priate music during the work and installation, which added much to the enjoy

ment of the evening. 

January 29th, I visited Rising Virtue Lodge, No. 10, at Bangor, and by in
vitation, installed their officers; I was assisted in the installation ceremonies 

by \/'{or. Bro. V. E. TuCKER as Grand Marshal. Installation was private, 
but there was a large number of the brethren present. Banquet at the close. 

March 30th, was the date of my official visit to Mystic Lodge, No. 65, at 

Hampden. I witnessed the conferring of the Master Mason's degree on three 

candidates, which was fairly well done. I was pleased to note the improve

ment in the work since my visit one year ago. Invitations were extended to 

St. Andrew's Lodge of Bangor, Lynde of Hennon, and Howard of \\1inter

port, and there ·was a goodly number present. Banquet and social hour at the 

close. 

April 19th, I visited Howard Lodge, No. 69, at 'Vinterport, and witnessed 

work in the Master Mason's degree. There was so much sickness in town 

that there was not a large num her of the brethren present. This lodge has 

had very little work for the past few years, but this past ·winter they had a 

public installation, since which time they have had several candidates. The 

work was not up to that done by the lodges in this district that have been 

favored with more work, but as a matter of fact, was as good as one could 

expect under the circumstances. The officers are interested, and all they need 

is more work. Banquet and social hour when called "from labor to refresh

ment." 

• 
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April 23d, I officia11y visited Rising Virtue Lodge, No. 10, at Bangor, at a 

special meeting, and witnessed the conferring of the F. C. degree on three 

candidates. I was very much interested in the work, as it was the first time I 

had witnessed this degree conferred while making an official visit. The work 

was very well performed, and but few criticisms were needed. The officers 

of this lodge are very much interested in their work, and I have no doubt but 

the members will have a chance to see some excellent work during the present 

year. 

During the past three years I have endeavored to perform the duties of this 

office to the vt:;ry best of my ability, and to render to each lodge Its "just due 

without distinction." I have made such criticisms as I deemed necessary, and 
offered such suggestions as seemed. to me to be for the best interest of the 

several lodges. 

In closing this brfef report of my official acts, I thank you, Most Worship

ful, for the honor of this third appointment, and to the officers and brethren 

of the Sixth District I extend my heartfelt thanks for their extreme kindness 

and courtesy to me. 

Fraternally submitted, 

FRED C. BARTO:\', D. D. G. M. 6th M.D. 

Bradley, April 30, 1901. 

SEVENTH DISTRICT. 

ToM. \V. WINFIELD 8. CHOATE, 

Grand ~'~-faster of the Grand Lod/{e of Maine. 

I herewith submit my second annual report as District Deputy Grand 

Master of the Seventh Masonic District. 

As there has been no material change in the condition of the various 

lodges in this dic;;trict since my last report, it will not be necessary to make a 

special report of each lodge. 

I have either visited, or when I have been unable to keep an appointment, 

requested a brother to visit for me, all the lodges in the district. 

In every lodge there was found peace :;md .harmony, the financial interests 

welJ looked after, the records well kept and work well done. There has been 

an increase over last year in the amount of work done in the district. 

Death ha-'';; removed quite a number of brethren from us, among whom we 

have lost Past D. D. G. Y. L. C. PooR, of Quantabacook Lodge. Brother 

PooR faithfu11y '3erved his lodge and district, retaining an unabated interest 

in Masonry and a willingness to serve his ]odge or brethren in any capacity. 

In conclusion, I wish to thank you, Most Worshipful, for the honor con-

I 
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ferred upon me by appointing me your representative in the Seventh District. 

I wish also to thank R. W. Bro. JoHN H. McGoRRil.L, J. G. W., Past R. W. 

ALBERT W. \VAR.D, Bros. GUSTAVUS}. NELSON and R. M. BERRY, for assist

ance rendered me in visitations and advice, and the officers and brethren of 

the various 1odges for their uniform comtesy. 

:Fraternally submitted, 

ADELBERT MILLETT, JJ. D. G. 1J1. 7th il'£. JJ. 

EIGHTH DISTRICT. 

To M. w. ··wiNFIELD s. CHoATE, 

Grand /Waster q_l the Grand Lodge l?f ilfaine. 

A brief report of )/[asonry as I have found it in the Eighth Masonic Dist1ict 

of Maine. 

Owing to circumstances which have greatly. interfered with aU plans during 

the past year, I have been unable to devote that attention to Masonry to 

which the Eighth is entitled. So far as I am able to judge, I am pleased to 

say that the interest seem<> greater than in the preceding year, more and better 

work having been done, 

The officers of the several lodges are an intelligent, painstaking, earnest class, 

and are to be complimented on the rendering of the work, 11oth in the effect
iveness of it and in closely fo1lowing the ritual. The records are well kept, 

dues closely watched, and on the whole a healthy condition exists. 

For the second time I desire to thank the constituency of the Eighth, for 

the many courtesies extended. 

Yours fraternally, 

S. At:GUSTUS PARKER, D. D. G. M. 8t1t M.D. 

Belfa..">t, Me., April 29, 1901. 

NINTH DISTRICT. 

To M. VV. WINFIELD S. CHOATE, 

Grand Alaster of the Grand Lod,~·e of llfaine. 

I have the honor to submit my first annual report as District Deputy Grand 

Master of the Ninth Masonic District. I have visited all the lodges in my 
di<;trict and witnessed the work in each of them, and it js with great pleasure 
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that I am enabled to report much uniformity in the work as rendered by the 

several lodges in this district. 

My first official visit was to Moses Webster Lodge, No. 145, at Vinalhaven, 

on the evening of June 19, I goo, and I was very cordially received by War. 

Master- CLAES E. BoMAN. TheM. M. degree was conferred on two candidates 

in a very excellent manner, and very closely to the ritual. An orchestra and a 

male quartet helped to render the work very impressive and pleasing to the 
candidates as well as to the members present. I found this lodge composed of 

a goodly number of young men, who are _much interested in the fraternity. 

One of the candidates raised at this meeting _was a son of the Wor. Master. 

The records are in the hands of Bro. ALEXANDER DAVIDSON and are weJl 

kept, and the dues are well collected. This lodge has very nice and pleasant 

apartments and owns the building in which it holds its meetings. After the 

lodge closed, refreshments were served in the banquet haH, and then we re

turned to the lodge room, where the orchestra ·and quartet very pleasantly 

entertained us with vocal and instrumental music for an hour or more, and I 

came away very much pleased with the condition of things in Moses Webster 

Lodge. 

August 10th, I visited Mount Olivet Lodge, No. 203, at Washington, and 

was cordially received by War. Master THOMAS SUKEFORTH and the members 

of the lodge. I had the pleasure of being accompanied on this visit by Past 

Junior Grand Warden A. 1\L WETHERBEE and others from my own lodge. 

The work was the M. M. degree, and very well rendered indeed for a lodge so 

young, this being the youngest 1odge in this district. The records are in the 

hands of Wor. Bro. W . .M. STAPLEs, and are neatly kept, and dues· well col

lected. At the close of the lodge a collation was served, and a very social 

hour enjoyed. 

October zzd, I privately installed the officers of my home lodge, St. George 

Lodge, No. 16, assisted by P.M. WARRE~ MoRsE as Grand Marshal. Fol

lowing the installation refreshments were senred. 

November 27th, by invitation, I again visited Moses VVebster Lodge, No. 

145, at Vinalhaven, and publicly installed the officers, assisted by Past D. D. 

G. M. GEORGE RoBERTS, of that lodge, as Grand Marshal. An orchestra 

furnished music for the occasion. LaQies and friends were present. Refresh

ments were served at the close of the installation, after which a very fine lit

erary and musical programme was rendered. 

November 28th, I made an official visit to Aurora Lodge, No. so, at Rock

land, and ·witnessed the work of the third or M. M. degree upon two candi

dates, which was well rendered. Wor. Master A. H. NEWBERT followed very 

dosely to the ritual and performed his work very impressively. .But few correc

tions were necessary. This lodge has had considerable work during the past 

year, adding twelve new members and had more applications to be acted on at 

1 
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next meeting. Wor. Bro. L. S. RoE IN SON still has the records, which are 

neatly and correctly kept, and dues well collected. 

December IJth, I attended the convention for instruction in masonic work at 

Camden. The meeting was called to order by R. \V. :F. E. SLEEPER, Grand 
Lecturer, and a short session was held in the forenoon, and four hours of hard 

study in the afternoon, going over the ritual work in all three degrees. 

These convention::.- are very interesting and profitable to all, and should 

bring larger attendance. In the evening I was requested to consider this my 
official visit to Amity Lodge, No.6, and the work of the M. M. degree was 

conferred in a very able and impressive manner, notwithstanding the Jarge 

number of visitors present1 which would tend to embarrass the officers and 

cause them to make some slips of the tongue~ this -being their first candidate 

on the third degree since installation. Among the distinguished visitors 

present besides the Grand Lecturer was R. VV. ADELBERT MILLETT, D. D. 

G. M. of the Seventh District, who assisted me in the .inspection of the work. 

Amity Lodge is in a very prosperous condition, having pleasant lodge apart

ments. Records well kept and dues well collected. Visitors were present 

during the day and evening from twenty-seven lodges, and the members of 

Amity are entitled to the gratitude of all, for the cordial and hospitable 

manner in which they received and entertained the visiting brethren. 

December zoth, I publicly installed the officers of Union Lodge, War. Bro. 

FRED LucAs acting as Grand Marshal. A goodly number of the brethren 

were present with their ladies and invited friends. After the installation, 

which was interspersed with music, a collation was served in the banquet hall1 

and a very pleasant and social hour was enjoyed. 

December 29th, I visited Orient Lodge, No. 15, at Thomaston, accompanied 

by eight members of my o'"'TI lodge, among whom ·was Past Junior Gran4 

Warden A. M. WETHERBEE. We were very cordially received by the breth

ren. The M. M. degree was conferred, and the work was very close to the 

ritual, the W. M., CHARLES G. BRACKETT, rendering his work very correctly. 

The records are neatly and correctly kept by Bro. ]AMES A. LEVENSALER> and 

through his efforts the dues have been better collected during the past year. 

Refreshments were served and a very pleasant evening was enjoyed by alL 

January 15, 1901~ I again visited Orient Lodge, and install~d the officers, 

assisted by 'Vor. Bro. JoHN LEVENSALER as Grand Marshal. 

January 3rst, I officially visited Union Lodge, No. JI, at Union, ci.nd saw 

the third degree conferred in a very able and impressive manner, the officers 

all following closely to the ritual. The Master, WILL C. MoRTON, though 

young in Masonry, fills his station with a good degree of dignity and ability. 

The records are in the hands of Bro. CHAS. M. LGCAS, who, by the form and 

neatness of his records, shows that he is the right man in the right place. 

Through his extra efforts the dues are being well collected, After the busi~ 
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ness of the evening was completed, refreshments were served in the banquet 

hall. 

Febmary 4th, I visited St. PauFs Lodge, No. 8z, at Rockport, arriving there 

in the heaviest snow stoim of the season. This severe storm was quite a dis

appointment to the members of thb lodge, as the lodges in· Camden and Rock

land had been invited, and a 1arge attendance was expected, and it was in

tended to make this a very interesting as well as profitable meeting, but owing 

to the storm only a few visitors were present, and a small attendance of their 

01Kn members. The work was in the M. M. degree and very well rendered. 

RoBERT N. MILLETT, Master. E. E. FALES, Secretary, keeps a very neat 

and pretty record. Dues well collected. 
February 16th, accompanied by the Master of my own lodge, I visited 

Eureka Lodge, at Tenant's Harbor, where I had the pleasure for the first 

time during my visitations, to witness the work of the second degree. The. 

officers of this lodge are young men and rendered the work in a very pleasing 

manner, and very correctly. The financial standing of the lodge is very good. 

The records are in the hands of Past Master \V. H. MATHEWS, whose kntJw]. 

edge- of Masonry well qualifies him for the responsible duties of this office. I 

had the pleasure of meeting Past D. D. G. M. J. M. SMITH on this visit. Re

freshmenis were served in the banquet hall. 

February 23d, visited Knox Lodge, No. 189, at South Thomaston, and 

witnessed the exemplification of the work of the E. A. degree, as there were 

no candidates for initiation at this time. The Master, A. W. BUTLER, who 

had been instaJled only a short time, is young in 1\tiasonry, but with a little 

more careful study \\Till be able to acquit himself with honor. The recordo;;; 

are in the hands of Bro. M. E. BASSICK, who keeps a nice record, and collects 

the dues well. Several visitors v;ere present at this meeting from my own 

lodge, and Eureka Lodge, Tenant's Harbor. 

February 26th, made an official visit to Rockland Lodge, at Rockland, when 

Vl or. Bro. SAMUEL A KEYES, ~aster, and the officers of that lodge, conferred 

the M. M. degree in a very able and impressive manner, each officer following 

very closely to the ritual. The records are kept by Wor. Bro. A. I. MATHER, 

and are a model of neatness and perfection. Dues are well collected. This 

meeting was replete with interest all the way through. After the lodge closed 

an exceHent supper was officially inspected, with good results. 

1\-farch 4th, my last official visit was to St. George Lodge, No. 16, at War

ren, my own Masonic home. Although I had attended nearly every meeting 
during the year, the Master, \Vor. Bro. }[ATHEW ALLE:V, invited me to make 

an official visit. The work was in the M. M. degree. and very few criticisms 

were necessary, as this lodge has kept up its reputation for good work, and 

compares very favorably v.ith the other lodges im the district. A number of 

visiting brethren from Eureka Lodge, Tenant's Harbor, were present and ex-
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pressed themselves as being well pleased '\Vith the work. Refreshments were 

served and a pleasant hour spent after the lodge dosed. 

In conclusion, 11ost Worshipful Grand Master, I wish to thank you for the 

honor conferred upon me by my appointment, and to express my appreciation 

and gratitude to the officers and brethren of the several lodges for the many 

courtesies and coWial greetings which I have received. 

Respectfully and fraternally submitted, 

G. DUDLEY GOULD, D. JJ. G. ,}f. qtlt ill. D. 

\Varren, J.fe., April r, 1901. 

TENTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. \\~INFIELD S. CHOATE, 

Grand ~4faster of the Grand Lodge of Maine. 

I herewith submit my second annual report as D. D. G. M. of the Tenth 

Masonic District. 

I am pleased to report that to the best of my knowledge all the lodges in 

the Tenth District are in excellent condition financially, and confining them

selves more strictly to the ritual than ever before. 
December 14, 1900, by special invitation, I publicly installed the officers 

elect of Seaside Lodge. There was a large number present, and all seemed 
interested in the ceremonies. A very nice programme was furnished by the 

committee, which consisted of vocal and instrumental music. After the in

stallation, the company all sat down to a fine supper, after which a social hour 

was enjoyed. 

My first official visit was at Seaside Lodge, Boothbay Harbor, on Decem

ber 21st. I had given notice that I would hold a school of instruction 

that evening. This meeting was well attended by members of several lodges 

in the district, and was acknowledged by all as a move in the right direction, 

as aJl were given an opportunity to thoroughly understand the work as ~aken 

up. The W. M. and other officers of Seaside Lodge are to be commended 

on the thoroughness of their work and faithful attendance. The records, in 

the hands of Bro. H. S. PERKIKS, are, as usual, carefully looked after, and 

dues well collected. 

By special invitation of V\'. M. J. E. DICKI.NSON, on February 7, 1901, I 

made my official visit to Lincoln Lodge, and witnessed work on the M. M. 

degree. I made some corrections. The work was done in a very satisfactory 

manner. The records kept by Bro.· PATTERSO~ are excellent, and the dues 
are fairly well collected. 
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On January 2d, ~y special invitation, I pubiicly installed the officers elect of 

Riverside Lodge, East Jefferson, assisted by Bro. "\V. I. jACKSON as Gtand 

Marshal and Bro. E. G. MESERVE as Grand Chaplain. The ceremony of 

initiation and remarks were attentively listened to. After closing, we were 

invited to the dining room, where we _were- greeted by the wives with the 

brethren, and partook of a bountiful repast. 

February 2oth, by invitation of Bro. C. W. BESSE, VV. M. of Riverside 

Lodge, I made my official visit, and as they had no work at this time they 

proceeded to exemplify the work of the third degree in a very fine manner, 

being as good as any I have seen during the year. At the dose of the work, 

a banquet was served in the dining room, after which a social hour was enjoyed 
in the lodge room. 

On the evening of December 12th, by special invitation, I publicly installed 

the officers-elect of Anchor Lodge~ at South Bristol, in the presence of a very 

large delegation of ladies and invited guests. It was a very pleasant occasion, 

and one that all seemed very much to enjoy. Speech-making followed, with 

a general good time by all until refreshments were announced, when a11 were 

bountifully cared for. 

February 23d, I made my official visit to Anchor Lodge, and witnessed 

work on the :M. M. degree, and althc,mgh the officers were all new to their 

several stations, and most of them young in Masonry, yet the work was finely 

executed. There '\\'aS small need of criticism, and these young officers are a 

great credit to Anchor Lodge. Under their guidance and skill, the future for 

this lodge looks •;rery bright and prosperous. 

October 12th, I publicly installed the officers elect of Dresden Lodge. 

There was a good attendance of members and their ladies. After the installa· 

tion, pleasant remarks were made by a number of the brethren, after which a 

banquet was served and thoroughly enjoyed by all. 

Feb. 27th, by special invitation of Bro. W. F. CATE, W. M., I made my 

official visit to Dresden Lodge, and witnessed work on theM. M. degree. The 

candidate was a very bright young man and thoroughly appreciated the work 

that was conferred upon him. The officers of this lodge showed that they 

had carefully committed the work. I made what corrections were necessary, 

and oifter the lodge closed a pleasant hour was spent in social talk, after which 

a fine supper was served. The records are well kept, and dues fairly well 

collected. 

March 13th, I made my official visit to Alna Lodge, Damariscotta. Not 

having a candidate, work was exemplified in the )f, M. degree. This lodge 

still holds its reputation as a smooth working lodge, the officers taking par· 

ticular care to have their several parts executed rightly and impressively. 

The Secretary not being present, I was unable to examine the records, bL t 

from the past feel assured that they are well and correctly kept. I made such 
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corrections and suggestions as I thought were needed, which were kindly re

ceived, after which remarks for the good of the Order were made by the 

members of the lodge and visiting brothers. AJl were then invited to the 

banquet room, and an oyster stew was served for which Alna Lodge is noted. 

I notified King Solomon's Lodge, of \-Valdoboro, early in the season that I 

should be pleased to visit them any time they might give me notice, but not 

receiving word from them, have therefore continued to wait till too late to give 

them notice of an official visit. Knowing well their excellent standard of work 

there last year, and as they have continued Bro. 'vVELT as W. M., I feel safe 

in saying that they should be rated among the best workers of the Tenth Dis

trict. 

Having received notice to visit Bristol Lodge, Bristol Mills, on March 2jd, 
and being away from home, the weather and traveling being very bad, I was 

unable to attend. I feel at liberty to say that Bristol Lodge still maintains 

its high standard in expounding the work of the seveyai degrees, and that the 

records are safe and well kept while :in the hands of Bro. E. J. ERVINE. 

Most Worshipful, I feel that an explanation to you why I have not visited 

Bay View Lodge, E. Boothbay. is unnecessary, as you well know the circum

stances. I feel that I should say that to the best of l!lY knowledge, Bay View 

Lodge has able and efficient officers and must be qualified to do good work. 

I also feel safe to say that the records, in the hands of Bro. V. K. MONT· 

GOMER¥, will be correctly kept and dues carefully looked after. 

In conclusion, I wish to say, during the past two years which I have served 

as IJ. D. G. M. of the Tenth Masonic District I have had hut one thought; 
one purpose; one desire; and that to promote the work in the Tenth Di..~* 

irict, and at all times to do it impartially. And now, Most '\Vorshipful, I 

desire to thank you for the confidence you reposed in me in re-appointing me 

to this most responsible position, and the officers and brethren for the kind

ness and courtesy with which I have been received both officially and person

ally, and I assure you that there are many things in connection with your 

lodges that will be cherished by me as among the most pleasant remembrances 

of life. 
l'raternally submitted, 

JOHN R. McDOUGALL, D. D. G. M. Ioth ,~f. D. 
E. Boothbay, April 1, 1901. 

ELEVENTH DISTRICT. 

To I\L V1l. WINFIELD S. CHOATE, 

Grand llfa.ster o/ the Grand Lodge of ~~faine. 

I have the honor to submit my report as D. D. G. M. of the Eleventh 
]\:[asonic District for the present year. 

18 G. L. 
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During last year I was privileged to accompany R. \V. CHARLES B. ADA~Js 

upon several of his visits, and 1 could not but regret that his removal made it 

necessary for another to assume the responsible duties he had so ablY dis· 

charged. I feel under deep obligations to you for having thought me worthy 
of the trust, and I have discharge~ it to the best of my abilities. 

My first visit vtas to Morning Star Lodge, No. 41, of Litchfield, which was 

inspected August 7, 1900. I found the records still in the hands of W. Bro. 

IRVING W. GILBERT, which is to say they are neatly and correctly kept. The 
work in the Third degree was performed most creditably by \1•-l. M. THOMAS 

T. jENKINS and other officers, and I have only words of commendation for 
the manner in which the ritual was rendered. Upon this visit I was accom

panied by Bro. L. D. HAZLEWOOD. Following the work refreshments were 

served, at which our ladies were also most hospitably entertained. 

October 8th, accompanied by W. Bro. CHESTER M. CLARK, I went to 

Weeks' Mills, to visit Dirigo Lodge, No. 104. Owing to a heavy rain storm, 

which set in during the afternoon, only about forty were present at the in

stallation ceremony, which I performed ·with the assistance of W. Bro. CLARK 

as Marshal. At this time I examined the records and conversed with the 

brethren concerning the ritual, and prospects. No work having been done 

since, it is my only visit, but as there is some good material within the juris

diction of the lodge, I shall hope they may have work soon. 

October 18th, by your courtesy, I had the honor of acting as Deputy Grand 

Master at the dedication of the Masonic Hall at Fairfield. 

I was requested to install the officers of Rural Lodge, No. 53, Sidney, which 

I did October 30th, with the assistance of Bro. RoLAND E. GoocH as :'darshal. 

At this installation more brethren and invited guests were present than the 

hall could accommodate, but all were later provided with a bountiful repast 

and entertainment at the To'\\'1l and Grange Hans. 

At the request of Ill. W. FRANK E. SLEEPER, I concluded arrangements for 

a convention for instruction in masonic work, held in Masonic Hall, Augusta, 

December 4th. It was with some misgivings I commenced, as nearly all 

such conventions held in Augusta heretofore have been illy attended. I am 

happy to say this was a complete success in every way, twenty-three lodges 

being represented. I am under deep obligations to the lodges of this city for 

their hearty co-operation, and for the splendid entertainment extended to all 

visitors; dinner and supper were provided for every one. Follovd_ng the work 

of the convention proper, W. M. CHARLES 'V'l. FLETCHER and officers of 

Augusta Lodge, No. 141, worked theM. M. degree in a most exemplary and 

pleasing manner, calling forth much praise from the many representatives of 

other lodges. 

FebruarY. 6th, again assisted by Bro. RoNALD E. GoocH as Marshal, I 

publicly installed the officers of Lafayette Lodge, No. 48, Readfield. The 
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traveling was anything but good, still the hall was filled with brethren and in

vited guests, testifying to their great interest in Masonry. It was particularly 

pleasing to me to install the officers of this lodge, though out of my district, 

as I wao; born within its jurisdiction, and had I not left the farm should doubt

less have petitioned for membership therein. R. W. Bros. LoVEJOY and 

CROSBY were present, also W. Bros. BEAN and RussELL, each of whom has 

been a member of that lodge for more thah fifty years. 

March 4th, I inspected the work of Temple Lodge, No. 2 5, of Winthrop. 

Owing to a storm and difficult traveling the attendance was small, but W. M. 

HoRACE A. KEYES showed he was well versed in the ritual and work. R. Vl. 

Bro. L. E. JuNES showed his loyalty by acting as Senior Warden. Bro. H. E. 

}'osTER is now Secretary, and I found the records well kept. The dues of 

this lodge have not been so well collected as they should have been, and I 

recommended an eamest effort be made to collect arrearages. 

March sth, I inspected Augusta Lodge, No. 141, and found vv. :rvr. IRVING 

0. GAGE and officers proficient in the ritual and :floor work of theM. M. degee, 

and the records, in the hands of \V. Bro. CLAUDE \V. TOWNSEND, correctly 

kept. 

March zsth, w. M. wATERMAN N. REDMOND and officers of Bethlehem 

Lodge, No. 35, worked theM. M. degree for inspection in a highly satisfactory 

manner. Bro. ]AMES E. BLANCHARD is nearing the close of his second decade 

as Secretary, and I wish every Secretary might examine his books and profit 

thereby, as they certainly could not be improved upon. 

It seemed hardly necessary for me to visit for inspection the two last men

tioned lodges, as I have been able to visit each frequently, and never hesitate 

to recommend anything I consider for the good of the work or fraternity; and 

the superior work of Bethlehem Lodge before the Grand Lodge last year, and 

that of Augusta Lodge at the Grand Lodge of Instruction, has proven conclu

sively how correctly and carefully the work is rendered. 

April 24th, I visited Kennebec Lodge, No. 5, Hallowell, and witnessed 

work in the M. M. degree. W. M. Fnz MoRRis Frsn is correct and pains

taking in all his work and ably seconded by his officers. This lodge has had 

more work than usual during the past year, and the indications are that it will 

continue. Bro. FRED A. TENNEY is making an effort to collect old accounts. 

and has succeded so well the finances are in much better condition than for 

years, and all his work as Secretary is most commendable. 

April 3oth, in company with a considerable number of brethren from Au

gusta, I inspected Hermon Lodge, No. 32, of Gardiner. W. Bro. JAMES M. 

LARRABEE is still Secretary, which proves the records are well kept and the 

dues collected. W. M. FREDERICK D. LoRING and officers worked the 

M. M. degree in an admirable manner, and I cannot believe better work should 

be expected from any lodge. Hermon Lodge has had a remarkable amount 
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of work during W. Bro. LoRING'S incumbency, and in their ne\\· and beauti

ful hall only good work could be expected. 
Monmouth Lodge, No. IIO, has had no work and I have made no visit 

there this year, as I was present at the last inspection. I corresponded with 

W. M. HoRACE S. BENT, but he could give no encouragement, and I con

cluded it not advisable to go over. I have seen and talked with the Secre

tary, Bro. E. A. DUDLEY, and he reports a prospect for applications before 

long. 
It has been my privilege to visit nearly all the lodges in this district occa

sionally for several years past, and I think there is a marked degree of im
PfPv~mt;mt in the work, and conformity to the ritual in nearly all. Follov.ing 

the work in every instance refreshments have been served, which tends to 

· develop sociability ip our Institution and enhances the pleasures of the meet

ings. The condition of the craft withip this district is cert~inly generally 
satisfactory and flourishing. 

I '"'ish to thank you, Most Worshipful, for the honor you have conferred 

upon me, and in receiving it I have endeavored to honor the Institution by 

giving it my best attention, and doing what I could to continue the founda. 

tions strong and sure, and have received hearty support from all the officers 

and brethren. 

Frlllemally submitted, 

THOMAS H. BODGE, D. D. C. M. uth /If. D. 

Augusta, May 2, 19or. 

TWELFTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. WINFIELD S. CHOATE, 

Grand Master '!f the Grand Lod~e of Maine. 

I herewith submit my report as District Deputy Grand Master of the Twelfth 

Masonic District. 

June 5th, visited Asylum Lodge, No. IJJ, Wayne. I met the W. M., 
]. PuTNAM STEVENS, at 'Vinthrop, and we drove over to ~-ayne together. 

They had some work, and it was well done. Bro. STEVENS called on the 

officers for the lectures, and Past Master F. L. CHENF:RY worked the :F. C. 

degree, assisted by P. D. D. G. M. CROSBY as S. D. This work was not only 

wen done, but very correctly, and I am inclined to think it is a good plan to 

call on the officers for differei:tt parts of the work. There were present on this 

occasion seven Past Masters. The records are in good condition, ~nd show 

great care by the Secretary, Bro. B. F. BRADFORD. 

December 3d, I had the pleasure of visiting Waterville Lodge, No. 33, 

I 
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"'lA' aterville, and it was a source of much gratification to find it in such a pros

perous condition. To the present officers much credit is due for the work 

they have ~one this past year, and for the present good condition of bhis lOdge: 

The work for the evening wa.••, that of the third degree, and it sh"wed the 

thorough and careful preparation of the officers. The opening and closing 

was well and creditab1y done, as was the remainder of the work, the candidate 

of the evening being the fifteenth that W. M. JOHN M. VY.,.EBBER has raised 

the last year. The records are neatly and correctly kept by acting Secretary 

ANSON 0. LIBBY. The lodge is in a very prosperous condition, showing a 

surplus of several hundred dollars. Four applications were balloted upon at 

this meeting, three of which were accepted. After the raising we were invited 

to the banquet hall, >vhere refreshments were served. All present had an en~ 

joyable eve11ing. 

December 4th, I attended Qrand LeCturer SLEEPER's Lodge of Instruction 

at Augusta. There was a good attendance and we received much good in

formation. y..,re were· all entertained by the lodges in Augusta, Rt. \V. Bro. 

BoDGE looking out for all. 

December 11th, I visited Vemon Valley Lodge, No. 99• Mt. Vernon, and 

had the pleasure of installing the officers, Bro. "\V M. M. TYLER acting as Grand 

Marshal., As there was no work for inspection, we went over the ritual of the 

third degree and made such corrections as were necessary. }'rom the manner 

in which this work was conducted, there is no doubt in my mind that W. M. 

Bro. VliLLlAM T. MoRRILL and his corps of excellent officers will do good and 

impressive work when they have a candidate. The records are well kept by 

Secretary :FRED W. Foss. This lodge has a new organ, and now at their 

meetings they have good musk. 

December I sth, Mes!)alonskee Lodge, ·No. I IJ, entertained Rural Lodge, 

No. 53• of Sidney, at their lodge rooms. The work of the evening was that 

of the M. M. degree and it was well done. W. M. FRANK E. BuRRILl. is a 

very earnest worker, and with his good support the work they present for 

inspection is very close to the ritual. The records are very minutely kept by 

Rt. W. Bto. ORESTES E. CROWEI.I, After the closing both lodges repaired to 

the supper room, where a fine banquet was served and the time was spent in a 

most social manner. 

December 17th, Lafayette Lodge, No. 48, Readfield, called a special meet

ing to exemplify the work. It v.a.s here that I had the pleasure of meeting 

two Past D. D. G. Masters, CROSBY and LoVEJOY, they acting as S. VV. and 

S. D. re.-;pectively, and their work was correctly and impressively done. 

The regular officers need more practice, as it is on1y by a careful study of the 

ritual th.at they can do good work and have it correct. This lodge has a 

beautiful room and are in good financial condition. They have a fine looking 
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gavel made of ivory and ebony, which was presented to them at the dedica

tion of their new hall, February 26, rgoo, by Bro. GEo. A. RussELL. 

On September 21st, Bro. E. 0. BEAN was presented with an aP.ron by. the 

members of Lafayette Lodge, it being the fiftieth anniversary of his being 

raised to the sublime degree of a Master Mason. 

December 22d, visited Rural Lodge, No. 53, Sidney. This was a special 

meeting and the third degree was exemplified in a very impressive manner, the 

floor work being very nicely done. The books, in the hands of Bro. ]. F. 

'V ARREN, are well kept. This lodge is doing quite a lot of wOrk for so small 

a jurisdiction, and have that fraternal way of entertaining that makes it a very 

pleasant place to visit. They had invited M essalonskee, No. I IJ, to visit them 
on this occasion, but only three members were present. I issued a P. M, 

diploma to WILLIAM P. MARBLE. After the closing we were treated to one 

of their famous suppers, at which, as usual, we .had a very enjoyable time. 

December 26th, a special meeting of Vassalboro Lodge, No. 54, X o. Vassal· 

boro, was called at my request. I hf!;d the pleasure of having Past D. D. G. 

Master CHARLES B. ADAMS, of the Eleventh District, accompany me on this 

occasion. The lodge was opened in the M. M. degree, but as there was no 

special work, that of the Third degree v;as exemplified. The officers have 

taken great care in the preparation of their work, and Bro. JosEPH WALL, 

especially, performs his part in a very impressive manner, bringing" out the 

meaning clearly to the candidate. The records are clearly and concisely kept 

by Bro. H. A. EWER. Bro. CHAS. B. ADAMS conferred the degree of P.M. 

on W. M. ]OSEPH WALL, and I issued him a P. M. diploma. After the lodge 

meeting a banquet was served, at which all had a very enjoyable time. 

January 3, 1901, I visited Neguemkeag Lodge, No. r66, Vassalboro. There 

was no work, but judging from the manner in which the opening and closing 

were conducted and the interest taken by the officers in going over the ritual, 

I should say that when they have a candidate they will be able to do very cred· 

itable work. The records are neatly and correctly kept by C. S. STETSON. 

At this meeting I gave a P.M. Diploma to Bro. WILLIS B. CROSBY. Refresh

ments were served in banquet room and aJI had a very pleasant time. 

January 5th, I installed the officers of Messalonskee Lodge, No. 113, assisted 

by Rt. W. ORESTES E. CROWELL as Grand Marshal, and Rt. W. ]. WESLEY 

GILMAN as Grand Chaplain. I issued a P. :!\f. diploma to FRANK E. BuR

RILL. Refreshments were served. 

I cannot close my report, Most Worshipful) without mention of the sudden 

and untimely death of one of our beloved brothers, joHN WESLEY GILMAN, 

who was called to the Grand Lodge above an January 17, H)OI, without a 

moment's warning. He was raised to the sublime degree of a Master Mason 

March 22, r866, in Messalonskee Lodge, No. 113. He served in various sta

tions, and wa...:; our honored and respected Master four years. May 6, 1886, 

j 
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he was appointed D. D. G. M. of the Twelfth Masonic District, and served in 

that office two years, and as I look over his records he kept at that time, I 

find his work very accurately and neatly done. He was Secretary of Messa

lonskee Lodge for fifteen years, and during that time his counsel and advice 

was dear to the members of our lodge. He was an efficient officer, a courte

ous brother, and as a mason, beloved and respected by all the craft. 

I have visited each lodge in this district during the past year and find them 

all doing good work, and most of them doing it in a very correct and impres

sive manner. 1 have found the officers in each lodge ·willing and anxious to 

receive all the information I could give them. Peace and harmony prevail, 

and I have found much improvement in the uniformity and impressiveness of 

the work. The records are well kept in the several lodges, arld dues fairly well 

collected. I have been very courteously received by the officers and members 

of the lodges in the Twelfth, and if my successor finds the same kind ·fellow· 

ship extended to him which I •have received it will make his work enjoyable. 

My duties as D. D. G. M. have been very pleasant to me, as I have seen a 

great improvement in the correctness of the work and found a true fraternal 

feeling among the brethren. I take this opportunity of heartily thanking the 

officers and members of each lodge in this district for the very kind and 

courteous treatment extended to me during my term of office. 

In conclusion, permit me, Most \Vorshipful Grand Master, to thank you 

for the confidence reposed in me in appointing me to this important office. 

I shall always remember with pleasure _the happy times I have had with the 

officer~ and members of the Twelfth district. 
Fraternally submitted, 

JAMES H. WITHERELL, D. D. G. M. I2th M.D. 
Oakland, April 6, 1901. 

THIRTEENTH DISTRICT. 

To M. VV. \VINFIELD S. CHOATE, 

Grand Master of t!u Grand Lodge qf frfaine. 

I have the honor to submit my second annual report as Di~trict Deputy 

Grand Master of the Thirteenth Masonic District. 

September rsth, installed the officers of Lebanon Lodge, No. I I6, at South 

Norridgewock, assisted by W. Bro. GEo. 0. CARR as Marshal. After the in

stallation refreshments were served. 

September 17th, installed the officers of Euclid Lodge, No. 194, at Madison, 

assisted by W. Bro. 0MER D. EAMES as Marshal. After the installation re
freshments were served in the banquet hall. 
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October 17th. publicly installed the officers of Keystone Lodge, 1\"o. So, at 

Solon, assisted by Bro. C. H. SEVERY as Marshal. This was the annual com

munication of the lodge. Refreshments were served at noon. 

October 2oth, I visited Bingham Lodge, No. 199, at Bingham; witnessed 

work in the M. M. degree, which was very well done, and made a few correc 

tions and suggestions, which were kindly received. Records are in the keep

ing of Bro. GEo. C. EAMES, and are very well kept. 

December Ist, I visited Lebanon Lodge, at South Norridgewock, and ·wit

nessed work in the M. ~- degree, which was ·well done; made such· correc

tions and suggestions as I deemed necessary, which were kindly received. 
After the work refreshments were served. Records, in the keeping of Bro. 

CHARLES A. WARD, are very well kept. 

December 3d, I visited Somerset Lodge, No. 34, at Skowhegan. VVitnessed 

work in M. M. degree on three candidates, whj_ch was the best work that I 

have seen for the year, each officer doing his part in an impressive manner. 

At this lodge I had the pleasur~ of meeting M. W. Bro. W. R. G. EsTES, 

P. G. Master of our Grand Lodge. The records are still in the keeping of 

B!o· C. M. LAMBERT, who has kept the books of the lodge for a long time, 

and they are all right. 
December 4th, I visited Carrabassett Lodge, No. 161, Canaan. Witnessed 

work in the M. M. degree, which was quite well done; made such corrections 

as I deemed necessary, which were kindly received. After the work refresh~ 

ments were served. Records are in the hands of Bro. HARRY H. HARRIS and 

are well kept. 

January 29th, I visited Northern Star Lodge, No. 28, North Anson. It 

was expected that there would be work in the M. M. degree, but the roads 

were so bad that the candidate could not get through the large drifts of snow, 
and as the officers had been elected and not installed, with the assistance of 

Bro. LEONARD P. LINCOL~ as :Marshal I installed them. I think that I can 

avouch for Northern Star Lodge doing good work for the present year. Rec

ords are still in the hands of \V. Bro. \V. C. SIMMONS, and are a model of 

neatness. 

January 3oth, I visited Keystorie Lodge, No. So, Solon. Witnessed an ex

emplification of the work in- E. A. degree. There does not seem to be so 

much interest manifested in this lodge as there ought to be. Record._<;; are still 

in the hands of Bro. PERRY S. LoNGLEY and are aJl right. 

March 7th, I visited Siloam Lodge, No. 92, Fairfield, and witnessed work 

in the M. M. degree, which was very we1l done. This lodge is doing the most 

work of any lodge in the district at the present time. They have a number 
of candidates for the degrees. At this meeting I had the-pleasure of meeting 

R. W. Bro. }OHN H. :McGoRRILL, Junior Grand Warden of our Grand Lodge 

for the present year. Records, in the keeping of Bro. CHAPMAN, all right. 
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Euclid l.odge, No. 194, Madison, is my home lodge, and I have not visited 

it officially, but have attended the most of its meetings. The lodge has done 

a small am(~mnt of work in very fair shape. Records, in the keeping of Bro. 

IRVING L. RUSSELL, and are all right. 
The year's work is ended. I have the satisfaction of believing that I have tried 

to do my duty, and that the lodges of the Thirteenth District have been pros

perous and harmonious. I have had the pleasure of meeting the breth•·en of 

every lodge, ·witnessing their good work, installing their officers when requested 

so to do, and enjoying their hospitality, and I am more than ever impressed 

that ourR is as fine an order as there is in existence. 

In conclusion, Most Worshipful, I desire to extend my sincere thanks to 

the officers and brethren of the several lodges for their courtesy and kindne~s 

to me, and to you, M. W ., for the honor of my second appointment. 

Fraternally yours, 

GRANVILLE D. PERKl"'S, D. D. G. iff. I3tlt iff. D. 

Madison, March 25, 1901. 

FOURTEENTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. WINFIELD S. CHOATE, 

Grand Jlfaster of the Grand Lodg·e of il;Jt~ine. 

I herewith submit my report as District Deputy Grand Ma:;;ter of the Four

teenth Masonic District. 

August 7th, I visited Acacia Lodge, No. I2I, of Durham, and ·witnessed 

work in the Master Mason's degree on three candidates. But very fe·w correc

tions were needed. All of the officers performed their duties in a very cred

itable manner. War. Bro. WM. D. TRUFANT is an exceptionally good ritualist 

and a very easy worker. The records are well kept by Bro. E. S. MACOMEER 

and the lodge is in a good financial condition. 

October 6th, by invitation, I publicly installed the officers of Ancient York 

Lodge. of Lisbon Falls, assisted by ¥lor. Bro. HARR'r:' PLUMMER as Grand 

Marshal. The installation ceremony was interspersed v.rith music and recita~ 

tions. 

December 4th, I attended the Lodge of Instruction at Augusta. If we could 

have more of these meetings in the state, it seems to me it would be a great 

help to the officers Of the subordinate lodges in getting the correct v.-ording of 

the ritual. 

December 29th, I visited officiaUy Ancient York Lodge, No. rss. of Lisbon 

Falls) in company with Brother TIM PRATT, and inspected the work in the 

Master Mason's degree on one candidate. The work was very weB done ; but 
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few corrections were necessary. 'Vor. Brother PHILBROOK delivered the 

lecture in a very impressive manner. The records are still in the hands of 

Bro. WM. PARKIN, who has fiHed the office of Secretary for nearly h\'elve 

years, and the records kept in a very correct manner. The dues are weB col

lected and the lodge is in a good condition financial1y. 

January zd, I visited VilJage Lodge, "Ko. z6, of Bowdoinham. The work for 

the evening was the Master Mason's degree, and but very few corrections were 

necessary. This lodge is noted in the Fourteenth District for the high stand

dard of its work. The floor work is very good, and worthy of imitation. 

W. M. F. K. }ACK is a very easy worker. G. S. ROBERT W. CARR was pres
ent at this meeting. The Secretary, Bro. PURINTON 1 has held that office only 

a short time, but the books are kept in first class shape, and show that a great 

deal of care is taken to have them correct. The lodge is in go0d financial 

condition. 

January 3oth, by invitation of the 'N. M., I visited Polar Star Lodge, No. 

114, of Bath. The 'vork for the evening was the Master Mason's degree, and 

all of the officers performed their duties in a very creditable manner. The 

floor work was particularly good. \V. )f. CHAS. B. FuRBER was elected Master 

of this lodge from the floor, but his correct rendering of the ritual and pfompt 

attention to his duties are ample proof that he merits the confidence reposed 

in hi~ by his lodge. This lodge is in a prosperous condition. The records 

are still in the hands of Bro. MAXWELL. 

February 25th, I visited United Lodge, No.8, of Brunswick. The Master 

Mason's degree was conferred on two candidates. \V. M. HENRY C. UPTON 

and all of the other officers deserve honorable mention for their correct ren

dering of the ritua} and the impressiveness of the ceremonies. D. D. G. M. 

Lro::'fEI ... 0. BRACKETT, of Auburn, and delegations from Acacia, Village 

and Polar Star Lodges were present. The financial condition of this lodge is 

improving. The records, in the hands of P.M. A. ]. HUTCHI~SON, are well 

kept. 

March 4th, I visited Richmond Lodge, No. 63, of Richmond. One candi

date was passed to the degree of F'. C. Considering that. thL-; was the fimt 

time the officers had worked this degree in their present positions, the work 

was· very well done. The S. D. delivered his lecture in a very impressive 

and correct manner. I was very much pleased with the busine.ss-Hke manner 

and energy with which. the W. M. dealt with the business concerns of the 

lodge. The records are well kept by Bro. FAIRCLOUGH. This lodge is im

proving financially. 

Freeport Lodge, No. 23, is my home lodge and I have not visited it offi

. dally. The officers of the lodge are all young masons. The lodge is having 

a prosperous year, and the officers, under the guidance of W .. M. TIM PRATT, 

who is a good ritualist, are shov..Jng a steady improvement in their work. This 

j 

~ 

I 



1 

Grand Lodge of Maine. 

lodge met with a sad loss on March 17th, by the death of the Tyler, Bro. WM. 
M. CURTis, one of its oldest members. He was initiated in 1853, and held 

the office of Tyler for thirty-five years. The records are still in the hands of 

Bro. W. C. FoGG, and are well· kept, and the. dues well collected. 

I have not visited Solar Lodge, No. 14, of Bath, but from correspondence 

with the Secretary, I learn that the lodge is doing well and is improving finan

cially. I have issued two Past Master's Diplomas during the year. It has 

been a pleasure to report to you the condition of the lodges in the Fourteenth 

District. 

The lodges have enrolled at the present writing 1,177 members in good 

standing, 4-r have been initiated during the year, and a11 are improving in 

their financial condition. 

In closing my report, I thank you, Most "''orshipful, for the honor con

ferred, and tender my sincere regards to the brethren of this district for their 

kindness to me. 

Fraternally submitted, 

PEREZ S. BUKR, D. D. G. llf. r4th M. D. 

FIFTEENTH mSTRICT. 

To M. W. WINFIELD S. CHoATE, 

Grand Master of tlte Grand Lot(r,;e of l/Iainc. 

I have the honor to submit my second annual report of the condition of the 

lodges composing the Fifteenth Masonic District. 

It is again with pleasure that I can say that peace and harmony prevail 

throughout the Fifteenth Masonic District. I have visited all the lodges in 

the district and witnessed work or exemplification of the work in each lodge. 

December 4th, I attended the Lodge of Instruction at Augusta. Grand 

Lecturer SLEEPER, nine District Deputies and a large delegation of Master 

Masons were present. It was conceded by all to be one of the very best con· 

ventions they ever attended, and the visiting brethren were royally entertained 

by the Augusta brethren. I think these conventions are of inestimable value 

to the District Deputies, and also to the craft. 

February 7th, I made my first official visit to \Vhitney Lodge at Canton. 

This was the week of the big storm, and there were not so many present as 

there would have been, for the roads were impassable outside the village. The 

work was the First and Second degrees, and was well done. The officers are 

interested and follow the ritual very closely, and impress the candidate ·with 

the true dignity and importance of the les_.;;ons that should he deeply imprinted 
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on the heart of every mason. The records are well kept and dues well col

lected. 

March 1st, I visited Franklin Lodge, No. IZJ, of New Sharon. This was 

their regular meeting and the wo!k was the E. A. degree. The Master being 

a physician was called away, so a Past Yfaster was called to preside. This 

was their second candidate for this year; the work was fairly well done, and 

r·made such corrections and suggestions as seemed for the good of the lodge, 

which were kindly received, after which a banquet and social hour were en

joyed. 
March 5th, I started for a week's trip through the snows of Northern Maine, 

and reached Weld that night at 6.30. This was the regular meeting of Mystic 

Tie Lodge, No. 1.54. They had no work so they exemplified the E. A. degree, 

which was well done. The officers take pride in their '\•work, understand the 

ritual and render it very impressively. The records are well kept and dues 

well collected. Banquet at the close. 

Wednesday, the 6th, I was with Blue Mountain Lodge, No. 67, of Phillips. 

This lodge has done conside'rable work the past year. They worked the Third 

degree on two candidates and it was very well done. The records are well 

kept and dues well collected. At the close a banquet and social hour were 

enjoyed. 
Thursday, March 7th, was the date of my visit to Mount Abiam Lodge, u. D., 

at Kingfield. There was a good attendance and the work was in the Third 

degree and was well rendered. They are having a large amount of work and 

carefully select their material. As this is a large, hustling village, there is 

quite an amount of material to select from. The records are in good hand~. 

At the close a social hour was enjoyed and refreshments were served. 

March 8th~ I visited Davis Lodge, No. 191, of Strong, accompanied by the 

Master and Senior Deacon of Mt. Abram Lodge. Their candidate not ap

pearing, they exemplified the :M. M. degree; the work was well done. The 

records are well kept and the dues well collected. At the close of the work, 

a banquet was served in the banquet hall below, after which we returned to 

the lodge room and spent a profitable hour in reviewing the ritual. 

March gth, was the date of my visit to :.\1 t. Bigelow Lodge, No. 202, of 

Flagstaff. This was a regular meeting. There was no- work, so they exem

plified the M . .M. degree. The work was fairly well done. This lodge, al· 

though small in numberS, are active masons. They have built a new build

ing, ·with hall and ante rooms up stairs, which are very nicely arranged for 

their convenience, and theY appreciate having a masonic home where they 

can enjoy the prlvileges of Masonry. At the close, a banquet that wao; en

joyed by all was served at the hotel. 
April Jst, I visited Maine Lodge, No. 20, of Farmington. Their candidate 

had been sick and was not able, to take his degree, so they exemplified the 

J 
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F. C. degree. The work was well rendered, and the S. D. lecture, by Past 

Master jOHN M. S. HUNTER, was especially well rendered. It was a pleasure 

to me to meet so many of the Past ~asters of Maine Lodge, as it shows that 

they appreciate the honor conferred on them by their brethren. The records 

are in good hands, arid dues well collected. Banquet at the close enjoyed by 

all. 

April Jd, '\\'aS the date of my visit to Wilton Lodge, No. I s6, and was a 

very stormy night. Their candidate was unable to be there, and they exem· 

p1ified the first section of the M. :M. degree; we then spent the rest of the 

evening going over the ritual. This is a good working lodge, and the officers 

are well fitted for their positions. The records are neat and correct and dues 

well collected. 

Oriental Star Lodge, ~ o. 2 I, is my home lodge, and I have attended most 

of the meetings for the year. The lodge has done some work, but there has 

been a lack of interest, and the work has not been what I would Eke to have 

seen. VVe hope for better interest in the future. I have tried to get them 

out to rehearse, but without success. 

In closing, I wish tq thank the officers and members of the lodges in the 

Fifteenth District for their kindness and courtesy, and for the kind welcome 

I ·have received on my official visits, as I shall look back on them with much 

pleasure. 

And now, Most Worshipful, allow me to thank you again for the honor con

fer~ed upon me by your appointment as your representative in the Fifteenth 

Masonic District. 

I<-ratemally submitted, 

FRED RAYMOND, D. D. G. N. I 5th 11!. D. 

Livermore Falls, April 22, 1901. 

SIXTEENTH DISTRICT. 

To M. ,V. Vf'IN'FIELD S. CHOATE, 

Grand ilf-aster of t4e Grand Lo{(f.(e of _.~lfaine. 

I have the honor to present to you my second annual report as D. D. G. M. 

of the Sixteenth Masonic District. 

I have visited aJl the lodges in the district except one, and am pleased to 

report them in good condition, with capable officers who show a commendable 

desire to be as nearly as possible perfect in the work. There has been a ccn· 

siderable increase in the membership of the lodges, as you will see by my 

report. 

• 
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November 6, I90o, I visited King Hiram Lodge, ~ ... o. 57• Dixfield, and pub· 

lidy instal1ed the officers: there was quite a large company present, all of 

whom seemed much interested in the installation ceremonies, after which re

freshments were served and a social hour enjoyed. 

April 1, I9QI, I visited Evening Star Lodge, No. 147, Buckfield. The 

work was in the Master Mason's degree on two candidates, and was done in a 

manner almost perfect, the work of all t,he officers being of a high order. All 

brethren are much interested, several coming four or five miles, though the 

roads were very bad and the traveling almost impossible. This lodge is hav

ing lots of work this winter; after the work, refreshments were served. The 

records are well kept, dues well collected, finances all right. 

Marc~ 5th, I again visited King Hiram Lodge, Dixfield, and vd.tnessed work 

in the Master Mason's degree ; the work was well done; very few corrections 

had to be made. This lodge is enjoying an era of prosperity which they well 

deserve. The officers are taking lots of pains to bring the work up to tbe 

highest standard; the record<; are well looked after by Bro. THoMPSON ; the 

dues are well collected. The Master has removed to Millinocket, but when 

they have such Past M:;tsters as Bro. DoNS. GATES, the loss is not so seriously 

felt. Finances all right. 

December 1 Ith, I visited Bethel Lodge, No. 97,_ Bethel, and publicly installed 
their officers, assisted by P. J. G. W. GooDWIN R. WILEY as Grand Marshal; 

there was a lar:ge company present, aJI of whom seemed much interested; after 

the installation ceremonies we adjourned to the vestry of the Congregational 

Church, where a bountiful supper was spread, after which a social was enjoyed. 

April 11th, I again visited Bethel Lodge; the work was in the Master 

Mason's degree and done very creditably, few corrections being necessary. 

The records, in the hands of Bro. LoVEJOY, are well kept; dues fairly well 

collected. A bout forty of the brethren froin Oxford and Paris Lodges were 

present to witness the work. After the work we were called from labor to 

refreshment, following which speaking was in order; a very pleasah.t occasion . 

.March 29th• I visited Oxford Lodge, No. 18, Nornay; the work was in the 

F. C. degree, and was all that could be desired. This lodge has a high stand· 

ard in the Sixteenth District, which was fully maintained at the time of my 

visit. They have a very fine library, aud are constantly adding to it; the rec· 

ords are still in the hands of Bro. Ho\VARD D. SMITH, and it is needless to say 

are all right; dues are well collected. 

April 2d, I visited Paris Lodge, No. 94, South Paris. Although my visit. 

was unexpected by the brethren, they extended to me a hearty welcome. The 

work was in the Entered Apprentice degree, and very well done, few correc

tions having to be made. The officers are interested in doing the work cor

i-ectly and according to the ritual. The records are well kept and the dues 

fairly well collected; finances all right . 
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April IOth, I visted Jefferson Lodge, No. 100, Bryant's Fond; the work was 

in the E. A. degree. This lodge has a reputation for doing first cJass work, 

and the work on this occasion was done in a very smooth manner. The 

officers are all that' could be desired. The records are al.l well kept and the 

dues very well collected. After the work refreshments were served. I was 

much pleased to see by the records that they)ad made an honorary member 

of that faithful brother, ALDEN CHASE, so long the Secretary of Jefferson 

Lodge. 
April zd, I visited Granite Lodge, No. 182, West Paris ; the work ·was in 

the M. M. degree on two candidates, and was done in a very pleasing manner. 

The candidates could not help being deeply impressed by the manner in 

lit which the degrees were conferred. There was quite a large number of breth

ren present; very few corrections had to be made; the records are weB kept; 

dues fairly well corrected, 

Owing to sickness I did not visit Crooked River Lodge. 

doing good work and has had several candidates this winter. 

This lodge is 

Bro. GEo. W. 
HOLMES was, at my request, intending to make an official visit, but the 

roads were in such bad condition that he could not go. 

Blazing Star Lodge, Xo. 30, being my own lodge, I have not visited it offi

cially but have been present at most of the meetings. The lodge has been 

doing the usual large amount of work this \Vinter, and are doing it well. The 

records are in the hands of Bro. F. A. PORTER; are models of neatness and 

correctness; dues are well collected. I will add that all the lodges in the 

Sixteenth District examined their candidates in open lodge. 

In closing my report, I desire to thank the offlcers and members of all the 

lodges for the courtesy with which I have been received and entertained; 

and you, Most Vl orshipful, for the honor of my second appointment. 

Fraternally submitted, 

,J. W. SIMPSON, D. D. G. Zv£. I6th N.D. 

SEVENTEENTH DISTRICT. 

ToM. W. \\'INFIELD S. CHOATE, 

Graud .. tfaster of the Grattd Lodge of 1~faine. 

I herewith submit my second annual report as D. D. G. M. of the Se,.:en

teenth ~Iasonic District. 

June 25th, 1 visited Deering Lodge, No. I8J, Portland, and witnessed the 

conferring of the E. A. degree, which was done in the most impressive and 

correct manner. There was a large attendance and very much interest mani

fested in the work. This lodge is all right in every particular, and the true 

fraternal spirit is ahvays present. 
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~ November 1st, I visited Standish Lodge. The work of the evening was the 

conferring of theM. M. degree, and done in such a manner as to reflect great 

credit upon l{ll. Bro. THOMPSON and his officers. This lodge is prospering 

finely, dues well collected, records well kept. A good average attendance, 
and financial conditions good. A fine collation and a very social hour closed 

a pleasant occasion. 
December 2oth, by invitation of the 'Nor. Bro. Ho\VELL, and assisted by 

Bro. ALFRED KING as Grand Marshal, I installed the officers of Ancient 
Landmark Lodge of Portland. This was a public installation, about three 

hundred being present. The Mozart Quartet rendered appropriate music. 
This very pleasant occasion closed with a fine banquet and pleasing entertain-

ment. 

December 26th, I ins'talled the officers of Harmony Lodge, at Gorham. 

This was a joint installation of the lodge and chapter of the 0. E. S., mal5:ing 

a very social and pleasant occasion. A fine collation was served by the ladies. 

February 6th, I visited Ancient Landmark Lodge and witnessed the con- -~ 
ferring of the F. C. degree. The work was beautifully and correctly done 

and was witnessed by a large number of visiting brethren, who showed 

their appreciation of the officers' efforts by the close attention given. Bro. 

RussELL still takes care of the records of this lodge and they are always neat 4 
and correct. A fine banquet v.·as served at tbe close. 

:February 20th, I visited Atlantic Lodge, Portland, and witnessed the con

ferring of the F. C. degree, which was done in the usual correct and impres

sive manner characteristic of this lodge. Records, in the hands of Bro. Fox, 

are neatly and correctly kept; dues well collected, and financially one of the 

strong lodges. 

February 26th, I visited Hiram Lodge, at South Portland, and here also 

the work was in the F. C. degree, and as this lodge has an established reputa

tion for doing fine work, further comment is unnecessary, except to say that 

on this occasion it was fu1ly up to the standard. The records, in the hands of 

Bro. ,,rEEKS, are neat and correct; dues fairly wei~ collected, and a prospe-r

ous condition attends the lodge. A banquet and social hour was enjoyed by 

a large number of visiting brethren. 

February 27th, I visited Harmony Lodge, and ''i.tnessed the conferring of 

the F. C. degree, which '':as quite correctly done, only a few errors occurring. 

Since my report of last year, this good old lodge has rallied again; harmony 
pre\'ails, and without any doubt it voill soon take its place: in th~ front rank 

again. The records,_ in the hands of Bro. GuPTILL, is assurance enough that 

they will alv."ays be found correct, and the dues well collected. 

March zd, I visited Presumpscot Lodge, at North "'indham, and witnessed 

the conferring of the M. M. degree on one candidate. Absence of officers, and 

small attendance generally, made it hard for Vlor. Bro. ALLEN, yet the work 
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was done in a fairly creditable manner. The records are correctly kept; dues 

fairly well coJlected. 

March 5th, I visited Casco Lodge, at Yarmouth. The F. C. degree was 

conferred and was very correctly done. The records, in the hands of Bro. 

TvlooRE, are neat and correct, and dues well collected. The financial condi

tion of this lodge is good. 

March 6th, I visited Warren Phillips Lodge, \Vestbrook. The work was in 

the E. A. degree, and as t_bis lodge always aims to do fine work, on this oc

casion there was no exception. A fine stereopticon is used in this lodge, 

which, I think, adds much to the impressiveness of the work, besides making 

a more lasting impresSiion upon the mind of the candidate. Era. \VA!ERHOUSE 

still looks after the records, and for correctness and neatness, cannot be sur

passed. Dues are collected very closely and a go'od fund safely cared for. 

A fine collation was enjoyed at the close. 

March 13th, I visited Portland Lodge, and witnessed the conferring of the 

ivL M. degree. The work was well and correctly done, every officer taking 

his part in a very creditable manner, giving evidence of considerable study, 

and a strong desire to impress the candidate. Neat and correct records, and 

dues well collected, is to the credit of Bro. GouLD, and a ]arge invested fund 

to the credit of the lodge. A fine banquet and soda) hour was enjoyed by 

the large number of brethren present. 

March 2oth, I visited Temple Lodge, in \Vest brook, and witnessed work in 

the E. A. degree, and aJthongh some of the principal officers are doing their 

first work in the lodge, as a whole it was highly creditable. This being my 

home lodge, I can vouch for it in every particular. Records are well kept 

and dues well collected. The financial condition of the lodge is good. 

In closing, I am pleased to report that the lodges in this district are in har

mony with each other; fraten1al visitations are frequent and the social part of 

our great institution weU maintained. And now, M. W ., permit me to thank 

you for the honor of a second appointment, and through you render my sin

cere thanks to the officers and members of the several lodges in this dis

trict for the uniform courtesy and hospitality extended to me on all occasions. 

Fraternally submitted, 

ALBERT H. BURROUGHS, D. D. G. M. r7tk jff. D. 

Vlestbrook, )'larch 30, Igor. 

EIGHTEENTH DISTRICT. 

To M. Vil. 'VINI•IELD S. CHoATE, 

Grand }II aster of the Grand Lodge of Maine. 

I herewith submit my official report for the masonic year just closed. It 

has been my pleasure to visit each of the several lodges in the Eighteenth Dis· 

trict in good weather. 

19 G. L. 
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On November 23, 1900~ I, in company with a large delegation hom my 

home lodge, visited Greenleaf Lodge, No. Il7, Cornish, where I witnessed 

work in 1\11. M. degree upon two candidates. The work was of the very best, in 

fact, it was as fine as I have ever seen in any lodge. This meeting had been 

arranged for weeks before it took place. Each lodge in this district had re
ceived an invitation to be present, and one hundred and six visitors availed 

themselves of the opportunity. I was very glad to see so many from all over 

the district. Greenleaf Lodge was in the pink of condition. Nearly all of its 

officers had seen long service, and, as I was privately informed, they had been 

having rehearsals, getting in trim for this occasion, which certainly was a credit 

to themselves. This is the only way perfection can be reached, and I wish 

more of the lodges would imitate their example. The Secretary, Bro. PARKER, 

makes a fine r~cord. After the usual remarks the lodge was closed and all 

were treated to a fine supper in their banquet hall. 

December 28th, by invitation, I publicly insta1led the officers of Pythagorean 

Lodge, No. 11, in the presence of a large audience. Of this, my home lodge, 

I naturally feel a little delicate about making any comments. I have attended 

its communications regularly. Vf ork has been done nearly every meeting 

during the past year. Harmony and good will prevail. 

January 29th, I visited ~ount Tir'em Lodge, No. 132, of Waterfoid. Not- ~ 

withstanding the cold weather, a good1y number of the brethren were in attend-

ance. Work ,-...·as exemplified in the E. A. degree in a very creditable manner. 

The remainder of the evening was taken up in asking and answering questions. 

While this lodge is having a season of rest from its labors, there is a goodly 

interest manifested for the welfare of the craft. The records are in the hands 

of Past District Deputy ]E\VETT, and are nicely kept. 

January 30th, I visited Mount Moriah Lodge, No. 56, of Denmark. There 

being no work on hand, the evening was pleasantly and profitably devoted to 

the ritual. This is one of the old pioneer lodges-its jurisdiction small. It 

has a pleasant little home and its brethren seemed to be happy and harmoni

ous. \Vhen suitable work presents itself, I have no doubt it will find its offi

cers in condition to give the proper instruction. The records are nicely kept 

by Brother Doctor BROWN. 

February 9th, I visited Shepherd's River Lodge, No. 169, of Brownfield. 

This ·was a special communication, called for my convenience. Work in the 

M. M. degree was very creditably done. This is the weakest lOdge, numer~ 

ically, in the district, but it ranks wel1 in its work. War. Master GoULD is a 

zealous mason and a good worker. At the dose of labor, refreshments, fit 

for the King to partake of, were served. 

February 14th, I visited Delta Lodge) No. 153, of Lovell. There being no 

work on hand, the E. A. degree was exemplified in a fairly creditable manner. 

The bala.nce.of the evening was devoted to the ritual. I found the records 

well kept. 
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On March zd, I visited Oriental Lodge, No. IJ, of Bridgton. I vdtnessed 

work in the M. M. degree on two candidates. The reputation of this old 

lodge for a long number of years has been very flattering, and the new officers 

fully sustain that record at the present time. Over thirty years ago this lodge 

built a fine hall and necessarily got heavily in debt. I was informed that 

during the past year they had paid off their debt and now own one of the 

finest masonic homes in this part of the county. Quite a number of delega

tions from other lodges were present, among whom ·were Past D. D. }EWETT 

and \Vor. Master RicE, of '\iVaterford. At the close of the meeting, substan

tial fefreshments '\vere served. 

The Secretaries in the different lodges in this district have seen long service 

in the various stations in their respective lodges and are well adapted to the 

important positions they hold. Their retums came in promptly and all w~re 

correct. 

In closing, I desire to thank the officers and members of the lodges in this 

district for their uniformly kind and courteous treatment. 

Fraternally submitted, 

TOBIAS L. EASTMAN, D. D. G. !If. I8t,i llf. D. 

Fryeburg, April 15, 1901. 

NINETEETH DISTR.ICT. 

To M. W. WINFIF;LD S. CHOATE, 

Gra1td fifaster o/ the Grand Lodgz o/ .Jfa.ine. 

I hereV~ith submit my official report as District Deputy Grand Iviaster of the 

Nineteenth Masonic District. 

I have, with two exceptions, visited all the lodges in the district, and should 

have visited all if not unavoidably prevented. 

June 3oth, I visited York Lodge, No. 22, at Kennebunk, and witnessed 

the working of the M. M. degree, which was very well done, the ritual being 

closely follmved. The work of the Master of the lodge, VVILLIAM TITCOMB, 

and the Senior and Junior VVardens was particularly good. A 1arge number 
of members and visitors were present and considerable interest was mani

fested. At the close of the meeting remarks were made and a delicious ban

quet was served. This lodge is in good financial condition, have beautiful 

rooms and a good membership. The records are neatly and correctly kept 

by the hand of Bro. GEo. A, Gn.PATRIC. 

July nth, visited Naval Lodge, No. 1841 at Kitter.y, and witnessed the 

working of the Third degree by the officers of the lodge. The work of 

"\V. M. DAVID G. WALKER was very finely done, he being one of the most 

__ __j 
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perfect ritualists I have ever seen in the :Master's chair~ and having a very 

pleasing manner of address. The lodge is in excellent financial condition and 

the Secretary is able and correct in his work. The other officers filled their 

positions well. Refreshments followed the work. 

October r6th, visited Arundel Lodge, No. 76, located at Kennebunkport, 

and witnessed work in the Third degree. Past District Deputy IsAAC P. 

GoocH was W. M. of the lodge. Bro. GoocH is a correct and very impressive 

officer, and he has a corps of young and able officers, who, under the direction 

of their W. M., produced work which was a credit to themseives and the 

Order. The lodge room was fi1led to O\"erflowing with the members of the 
lodge and visitors, and deep interest was shown in the work. After the work 

a banquet was served and highly enjoyed by ail present. 

October 26th, visited Yorkshire Lodge, No. 179, at North Berwick. The 

same officers were in the chair as at my visitation of last year, and the im

provement in the work over that of last year was very marked. This 1odge 

has had a very successful year, taking in ten new members, and improving i.n 

financial standing and social inter"est, as well as in the correctness of ritual 

and painstaking floor work. At the close of work a sumptuous banquet was 

served in the banquet room adjoining the hall, and interesting remarks were 

made by the brethren, including pastors of two of the local churches. Such 

occasions greatly strengthen the Order. 

November rst, I visited Arion Lodge, No. r62, at Goodwin's Mills, and 

witnessed work in the Third degree, which was fairly weB done, considering 

that this lodge has had no work for nearly four years, when they lost all of 

their lodge furnishings by fire. I feel in hopes that this lodge is now going to 

enjoy a period of prosperity, as considerable interest is manifested among the 

members, and they have several applications for membership. At the dose 

of the work a banquet was served in the banquet room, followed by pleasant 

intercourse socially. This lodge is fortunate in having an able and interested 

Secretary in the person of J. BuRTON RoBERTs; who has done much to hold 

the lodge together through its period of depression and bring about its pres~ 

ent good condition. 
November 5th, visited Saint John's Lodge, No. 51, at South Berwick. ~The 

Third degree was worked in an impressive manner, the work of the Senior 

Deacon being very fine. The lodge is fortunate in having very nice quarters 

and in being in fairly good financial condition. At the close of the work re

freshments were served in the banquet room, followed by some very interest

ing and instructive remarks by members oftthe lodge and visitors. 

April rst, visited Dunlap Lodge, Ko. 47• at Biddeford. Witnessed work in 

the Third degree, which was very 'finely done. The V.l.l\1., jAMES H. BRAD

BURY, is a perfect ritualist and has a fine presence and good delivery. The 

work of the S. W. was faultless and pleasing, and the other officers all did 

• ' 
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work of a high order. This lodge has magnificent quarters richly furnished. 

The floor work was prompt, military and impressive, and taken all together I 

consider the evening's work one of the most successful I have ever witnessed. 

The lodge is in flourishing financial condition and its roB of membership em· 

braces men of sound business and social standing in the city. 
I have visited Saco Lodge, No. g, though not officially. I have seen the 

Third degree worked, and consider the work done by its officers this year 

ahead of the work of last year. This lodge has had a greater number of 

initiates this year than any other lodge in this district, and is in excellent finan

cial condition. 

The work in nearly every lodge is better and more correct than last year. 

Among the improvements I wish particularly to mention the examination of 

candidates in open lodge, which is now almost universal throughout the dis

trict; also the improvement in floor work and seriousness of deportment 

among officers and members during the work. 

In conclusion, Most Worshipful, I wish to thank you most sincerely for the 

honor you have conferred upon me, and through you the officers and members 

of the lodges in this district, for the kindness and courtesy they have extended 

to me as your representative. 

Respectfully submitted, 
EVERETT M. STAPLES, D. D. G. ,lf. I9th 11£. D. 

Biddeford, April 17, 1901. 

TWENTIETH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. \"\~~INFIELD S. CHOATE, 

Grand Afaster of the Graftd Lodge of .!J.fain£. 

I have the honor to present my second annual report as D. D. G.'M. of the 

Twentieth Masonic District. I visited all of the lodges in this district and 

find them in good condition financially, and although no great amount of work 

has been done during the past year, the interest in Masonry ~ still good. 

On September 8, 1900, I visited Baskahegan Lodge, No, 17 s, at Danforth. 

This being the night of installation, with the assistance of Past Master Bro. 

DIKZEE as Grand Marshal, I installed their officers, after which the M. M_ 

degree was conferred on one candidate, by the newly instaHed officers, in a 

very fine manner. At the dosing of the lodge refreshments were served_ 

The records are still in the hands of Bro. PARKER, and are neat and correct. 

On October 6th, I visited Forest Lodge, No. 148, at Springfield. This being 

the night of their installation, which was open to the public, with the assist

ance of Past Master Bro. RALPH ScRIBNER as Grand Marshal, I installed 
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their officers. No candidate being present at this meeting, after installation, 

refreshments were served by the ladies, and a short entertainment was given 

by the young people. The records, in the hands of Bro. TRASK, are correct. 

On December 4th, I installed the officers of Horeb Lodge, No. 93, at Lin~ 

coin, Past Master :FRANK R. LINTON acting as Grand Marshal. This is my 

home lodge. Horeb is doing good work as usuaJ. The records are now in 

the hands of Bro. LINTON, and are all right. 

On March 3d, I visited Pine Tree Lodge, No. 172, at Mattawamkeag. Hav-· 

ing no work, the evening was spent in passing lectures. The records are still 

in the hands of Bro. GEo. \V. SMITH, which is proof of their being correct. 

In closing, Most \Vorshipful, I vorish to thank you for the honor conferred 
and the brethren of this district for the courtesies extended. I have tried to 

do my duty. 
Fraternally submitted. 

Lincoln, March 18, 1901. P ]. MILLS, D. D. G. llf. 2oth ,}f. D. 

TWENTY-FIRST DISTRICT. 

To M. W. WINFIELD S. CHoATE, 

Grand 1/;Iaster of the Grand Lodge o.f ltfaine. 

I have the honor to submit my second annual report as D. D. G. M. of the 

Twenty-first Masonic District. 

November 23d, 1900, I attended the Grand Lecturer's convention at Guilford, 

and although the attendance was small yet the meeting was interesting and 

very instructive, the day being spent in going over the work of the several 

degrees, Grand Lecturer SLEEPER making corrections and explanations as 

occasion required. 

On December 2oth, I visited Tremont Lodge, No. 77, at South \iyest Har· 

bor, and publicly installed its officers, being assisted by \Vor. Bro. V\'M. L. 

GILLEY as Grand Marshal. A good number of the brethren were present 

and some forty-five or fifty friends who came in to witness the instalJation. 

Excellent music was furnished and the occasion was an enjoyable one. After 

the installation we repaired to Odd Fellows' banquet room, where supper was 

furnished by the ladies of the 0. E. S. We then returned to masonic hall_, 

where a programme was arranged for the evening, consisting of singing, speak

ing, &c., and a very pleasant evening was spent. 

On January JISt, I made an official visit to Tremont Lodge and inspected 

the records, which I found still in the hands of Bro. W. R. KEEKE and very 

neatly and well kept. The dues are well coHected and the lodge is in a good 

l 
) 

j 
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financial condition. The W. M. is a young mason and had had no practice 

since being installed. The work of the F. C. degree was exemplified, the work 

being done very creditably, the S. D. giving the lecture in a very fine and 

impressive manner. Such corrections as were necessary were made and in· 

struction given. With a little practice this lodge will do excellent work. 

On December 31st, I visited· Felicity Lodge, No. 19, Bucksport. The 

meeting was well attended, and I found the records in good shape. The 

finances are well and carefully handled. The dues are collected so well that 

at the close of the year there were less than thirty dollars due. The F. C. 

degree was conferred on one candidate, the work being well done, and but 

few corrections were needed. While this lodge has not done a great amount 

of work during the past year, the officers and members are interested, and 

with the good corps of officers they have, I See no reason why they should not 

maintain their present standard of good work. 

On January rst, I visited Rising Sun Lodge, No. 71, Orland, at which time 

the work of the E. A. degree was exemplified. The work was exceedingly 

well done, W. M. HuTCHINS giving the lecture in a very clear and impressive 

manner. The S. D. and other officers have their parts well committed, and 

the lodge is in good working order. The records are neatly and well kept, 

and the dues are well collected. 

On January zd, I publicly installed the officers of Rising Sun Lodge, assisted 

by Bro. F. E. CoTToN as Grand Marshal. The brethren met at 7 P. M. in 

Masonic Hall, where a lodge of Master Masons was duly opened, and then ad

journed to the Town Hall, where a large number had gathered, and after the 

insta1lation we were invited to sit down. to a most bountiful supper v-rhich had 

been prepared for the occasion, after which some time was spent in social 

enjoyment, all enjoying the evening very much. 

January 4th, I made an official visit to David A. Hooper Lodge, No. 201. 

There was a large number of visitors from \Vinter Harbor Lodge and several 

from the lodges at Ellsworth. The M. M. degree was conferred, the work 

being done in a very creditable m.anner, the officers all taking their parts well. 

The records are neatly and well kept, and great care is used in getting in the 

dues. After the work, assisted by R. W. jAMES E. PARSONS, P. D. D. G. M., 

I installed the officers. This is the youngest lodge in the district but its 

members are interested, its officers well qualified for work, and altogether is a 

strong lodge for a young one. Refreshments were served after the work. 

January 7th, I publicly installed the officers of Bar Harbor Lodge, No. 185, 

Bar Harbor, being assisted by Wor. Bro. H. E. "vVAKEFIELD as Grand Mar

shal. This is my home lodge, and I have been present at most of the meet

ings and witnessed work in all of the degrees several times. This lodge has 

a good corps of officers and does good work. The records are still in the 

hands of.Bro. B. L. HADLEY, and are well kept, and the dues are collected 
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promptly. A good amount of"work has been done the past year, and several 

candidates are now on the road. 

January 21st, by invitation, I publicly installed the officers of Lygonia 

Lodge, No. 40, Ellsworth, R.Vr .... Sen. G. '\Varden ]AMES E. PARSONS assisting 

as Grand Marshal. The lodge met at its hall and opened a lodge of M. M., 

and then adjourned to Esoteric Lodge room, where a goodly number had 

gathered, and after the instaJlation some time was spent in social enjoyment. 

Refreshments were served during the evening, and altogether it was a very 

pleasant time. This lodge is doing good work, and with Bro. P ARSO:>rs still 

caring for the records, it need not be said that the dues will be promptly and 

well collected and the finances of the lodge faithfully looked after. 

On January 23d, I made an official visit to \i\-"inter Harbor Lodge, No. 192, 

Winter Harbor. The lodge had no regular work, but at my request the work 

of the E. A. degree was exemplified, being exceedingly well done. Although 

the officers had been installed but a short time, y"et they had their parts com

mitted so that they were able to go through the degree with but ·very little 

prompting, the ritual being followed .very closely. Needed corrections were 

made and instruction given on the work of the different degrees. I found the 

dues well collected, and the records in good shape. 

April 4th, I inspected the records of Lygonia Lodge, and found them in 

first-class shape V~ith the dues well collected. Although I did not at this time 

witness work by the lodge, I have seen the officers work and know their 

ability to do good work. 

On February 22d, according to previous appointment, the brethren of the 

Twenty-first District met in convention at Ellsworth for mutual instruction 

and improvement in the work. The convention was called to order at 2.30 

P. M., and Bro. B. L. HADLEY v;as appointed Secretary of the convention. A 

lodge of Master Masons was then opened, and after a fev; remarks by the 

D. D. G. M., W. M.A. B. HuTCHINs, of Rising Sun Lodge, was called upon, 

who with his corps of officers assumed their stations and exemplified the work 

of the E. A. degree. The v;ork was done in a highly commendable manner, 

it being necessary to make_ but very few corrections. An opportunity was 

given for criticism, questions were asked and instruction given on points at 

issue. 

W. M. GEo. HARMAK, of Tremont Lodge, was then called upon,- and with 

his corps of officers assumed their stations and exemplified the work of the 

F. C. degree. VV. M. HARMAN had been unfortunate in being sick much of 

the time since his installation, and had not had a great amount of practice, 

but the ritual was closely followed by all the officers, the S. D. giving the lec

ture in ·a very pleasant manner, making the work very impressive throughout. 

An opportunity was given as before for criticism and questions, and instruc

tion given where needed. The convention was then called from labor to re-
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freshment, and all repaired to the banquet room, where the wants of the inner 
man were satisfied with the viands which had been prepared. I had hoped 

that the two lodges at Ellsworth would have a detail to work the M. M. de~ 

gree in the evening, but at a late day found that they could not do so, and as 

I was anxious to have actual work, I applied toM. W. Grand Master CHOATE, 

for a dispensation for Bar Harbor Lodge to confer the ::\f. M. degree at that 

time. The dispensation was very kindly granted, and at 7-JO P. M. the conven

tion was called from refreshment to labor and Bar Harbor Lodge was called 

upon. \fl. M. EBEN K. V-lHITTAKER assumed the East, his officers taking 
their stations, and a lodge of Master Masons was duly opened. Bro. ABBOTT 

E. LAWRENCE having been duly initiated as an Entered Apprentice, passed to 

the degree of a Fellow Craft, was raised to the sublime degree of a Master 

Mason. 

The work was done in such a manner as showed a high degree of profi~ 

ciency. A very few corrections were made as to the use of different words, 

but on the whole, the work was so well done as to elicit favorable comment, 

thus sustaining the reputation Bar Harbor Lodge has for doing good work. 

Some time was spent in remarks, which were very interesting and profitable. 

Every lodge in the district was represented at this convention, and thirteen 

lodges outside the district, making in all twenty-two lodges, and a total of 

about two hundred and :fifty-five or sixty brethren. I regard these district 

conventions as of great benefit to the craft, in bringing about a uniformity in 

the work, as well as resulting in a high degree of proficiency. At a late hour 

the convention adjourned, th-e brethren feeling that the day had been well 

spent. 

March r6th, I made an official visit to Mount Desert Lodge, ~o. 140, Mount 

Desert. The lodge had no regular work at this time and the newly installed 

officrs had only met once or twice for practice. Upon my request, the work 

of the E. A. degree was exemplified, a brother kindly consenting to "act as can

didate. Some corrections had to be made as to the use of words, and instruc

tion given on different parts of the work. I found the records in gobd shape, 

and still in the hands of Bro. LYMAN H. SOMES. Since the dose of accounts 

for 1899, this lodge has paid off the balance of t·heir indebtedness on their hall, 

so that they now have a lodge home cJear of debt and the lodge is in a pros

perous condition. The dues have been well collected during the past year, 

some five hundred dollars having been collected, thus placing the lodge on a 

good, strong financial basis. 

April 4th, I visited Esoteric Lodge officially, and examined the records, 

which I found to be neatly and well kept with an exceedingly small amount of 

dues uncollected. This lodge has a reputation for good work, but several of 

the officers are away, making it somewhat hard for the new officers, as the 

stations have to be filled from night to night. The officers are interested, and 
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v.-ith the work which the lodge has been having and has on hand, I have no 

doubt that this lodge will sustain its record for good work. 

The several lodges in the Twenty-first District make a practice of requiring 

candidateS to pass an examination in open lodge as· to their proficiency in the 

preceding degree before advancing, which is a great benefit to the candidate 
as well as to the lodge, as they then are able to understand the beauties of 

Masonry and be of more use to the lodge if called upon to fiJI an office. The 

lodges throughout the district are in a good healthy condition. I have con

ferred the P. M. degree on three candidates, and have issued three P. M. 
diplomas. 

In conclusion, Most Worshipful, I wish to thank' you most sincerely for the 
honor conferred by appointing me a second time as D. D. G. M. I have de

rivtd a great deal of pleasure from my associations vdth the brethren as well 

as much profit. And to the brethren of the Twenty-first District, I would, 

through you, extend my cordial thanks for the many kindnesses shown and 

the support they have given me on all occasions. 

Fraternally submitted, 

CHARLES F. PAINE, D. D. G. Jl.f. 2Ist M.D. 
"Bar Harbor, April 17, 1901. 

TWENTY-SECOND DISTRICT. 

To M. W. WINFIELD S. CHoATE, 

Grand fl'faster qf the Grand Lodge cf Mr.zine. 

I have the honor to herewith submit my second annual report as District 

Deputy Grand Master of the Twenty-second .Masonic District. 

As I last year reported every lodge in this district fully and in detail, I ·will 

at this time try to be as brief aS possible. It is with keen satisfaction that I am 

able to State that the lodges as a whole in this district are much more prosper· 

ous than for many jears. Nearly aU are doing work, and several, notably 

Meridian, of Pittsfield, Meridian Splendor, of NeY~rport, and my home lodge, 

Corinthian, of Hartland, are compelled to hold special communications and 

work more than one candidate at a meeting in order to keep up~ The lodges 

have been fortunate in the choice of their officers, and the quality of the work 

done is highly creditable. The good effects of the Lodges of Instruction 

begin to be plainly visible in the correctness of the rendering and the improve~ 

ment of the floor work. 

I have had the pleasure of officially visiting every lodge in the district 

except two, Pacific and Plymouth. Past Master LEWIS HUTCHINGS kindly con· 

sented to visit Pacific for me and Past Master \VALTER G. LouD, l)lymouth. 
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Ov,.ing to bad roads and the members being scattered, the Pacific meeting 

failed to materialize, but Bro. LouD reported the work done at J>lymouth as 

the best he ever witnessed in that lodge. · Great credit is due the Secretaries 

of the several lodges for their care with the records, but I could but wish that 

some of them would be a little more particular in collecting the dues. It is 

usually a kindness to a brother to see that he keeps reasonably near square 

with his lodge. 

I again had the pleasure of attending the Lodge of Instruction held by 
M. W. Grand Lecturer SLEEPER, at Guilford. It was, as it always is, not only 

instructive but very interesting. 

And now, Most ¥l orshipful, please accept my sincere thanks for the honor 

you have conferred upon me. I also desire to thank the officers and brethren 

of the several lodges for their uniform kindness and courtesy. 

Respectfully and fraternally submitted, 

MILTON L. MERRILL, D. D. G. M. 22d M.D. 

T\-VENTY~THIRD DISTRICT. 

ToM. V•t7. \~liNFIELD S. CHOATE, 

Grand lJiaster of the Grand Lodge of Maine. 

I have the honor to submit my report as District Deputy Grand Master 

for the Twenty-third District. 
June 12, 1900, in company vd_th other members of Preble Lodge, I visited 

Springvale Lodge, No. 190. Two candidates received the M. M. degree, the 

first candidate being raised by Springvale Lodge and the second by Preble 

Lodge. The work in both instances was beautifu11y done. 

November roth, at the request of Fraternal Lodge, No. 55, I went to Alfred 

and publicly installed its officers. 

January 2d, at the request of Fteedom Lodge, I went to Limerick, and 

assisted by W. Brothers FRANK M. BRADBURY and HARDY H McKENNEY, 

publicly installed its officers. 

February 27th, I visited Day Spring Lodge, No. IO], and witnessed work 

in M. M. degree, which was exceedingly well done.- P. D. D. G. M. MITCH

ELL was in the East, and that fact is a sufficient guaranty that the work was 

finely done; their floor work is excellent. The records, still under the care of 

Bro. HANNAFORD, show his great interest in his lodge. 

March 5th, I visited Adoniram Lodge, at Limington, where two candidates 

were made Master Masons. The work was done well and very few correc

tions were necessary. I wish now, as I did last year, to impress upon this 

lodge the necessity of keeping its charter, signed by SIMON GREENI.EAF as 



Proceeaings of the [May, 

M. W. G. M., in a more secure place than by being framed and hung in the 

lodge room, where it may be destroyed by fire. It should, as well as the chart 

done in pen and ink by" Squire" McARTHU
1
R, one of its charter members, be 

carefuJiy preserved. The records of Adoniram Lodge are faithfully and 

carefully kept, being still in charge of \V. Bro. McKENNEY. 

April Jd, I visited Freedom Lodge, at Limerick, where hvo candidates were 

made Master Masons. This lodge has progressed wonderfully in the last four 

years; all the members take a deep interest in it, and the class of members 

who belong, and who are coming in, augurs well for the prosperity of Free

dom Lodge. The records are this year in ne·w hands, but I think that Bro. 

HOLLAND will prove himself to be a worthy successor to \IIi'. Bro. LIRRY. 

The work was done in an excellent manner, only a very few corrections being 

necessary, ~nd that mostly on floor work. 

May Ist, I visited Fraten1al Lodge, at Alfred, and witnessed work in the 

E. A. degree; the work was well done, so well done that I could only caiJ 

their attention to a few things that almost every lodge I have visited mistake. 

I intended going to Buxton, but on account of sickness in my family was 

unable so to do, but with Bro. BERRYMAN as Treasurer, W. Bro. HAR?viON as 

Secretary, an9. P. D. D. G. M. HARGRAVES, I think there can be no doubt as 

to the welfare of Buxton Lodge. 

I wrote toW. Bro. LEAVITT, asking when I could come to Parsonsfield and 

visit Drummond Lodge. He replied that owing to sickness of many mem

bers, _it was hard to get a quorum, but they should have work later, but so 

late that I could not visit it. 

Since June I have not been at Springvale Lodge, No. Igo, I wanted to go, 

but things so intervened that I could not, though I am informed that they are 

prosperous. 

I have been to many meetings of my own lodge, but when work was done 

I have been to some other lodge, which holds its meetings the same night. 

They are doing finely and taking in only good members. \V. Bro. LECKENBY, 

who for so many years has well and ably filled the position of Secretary, 

declined a re-nomination last December, and 'vas succeeded by Bro. ]OHN 

WRIGHT, who is doing good and efficient work in that office. 

I have thoroughly enjoyed visiting the lodges in this district, and return my 

hearty thanks to the Masters, Wardens and brethren of the several lodges I 

have visited for the marked fraternal feeling manifested. At almost every 

visitation a tine banquet has been served. All the lodges in the Twenty-third 

District are doing well and have a good balance in the treasury. 

In closing, I thank you, Most Worshipful, for my appointment, and I doubt 

not that my successor will have the same kindly reception from the several 

lodges that I have had. 

Fraternally submitted, 

FRANK WILSOS, D. D. G. iff. 23d M. D. 
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TWENTY-FOURTH DISTRICT. 

TuM. Vl. VVINFlELD S. CHOATE, 

Grand Jlilaster of the Grand Lodge of A1"aine. 

I herein submit my report of the Twenty-fourth Masonic District. 

November 3d, I visited Nezinscot Lodge, at Turner. This ·was the first time 

they had ,~mrked the M. M. degree, and the work of the evening was a credit 

to the lodge, and showed to my mind that they took a great interest in the 

duties that pertained to Masonry. Here I had the pleasure of meeting R. W. 

l3ro. FAULKNER, who is ever ready to give a portion of his time t~ attend the 

meetings of his lodge. The records are still in the hands of Bro. ANDREWS, 

well kept and complete. Vv~ or. OLIVER A, SPRAGUE is a strict ritualist-mis

takes few and far between-with officers to assist that can be relied on for good 

work. The finances of this lodge are in good condition. After the work we 

enjoyed a social hour, with oysters and cigars, and left, feeling that this was 

a very pleasant lodge to meet. 

December Ist, I had the pleasure of meeting the brethren of Cumberland 

Lodge, at New Gloucester. This is the home lodge of R. W. GEORGE H. 

GoDING. The work was in the 1·1. M. degree, and having three candidates I 

had a very good chance to v.itness the work of the lodge. V.l or. Bro. WINTER 

is serving this lodge as Master. He has had experience and is a very pleasant 

31aster to meet. The work was done in a very impressive manner. Records 

are well kept by Brother GoDI~G. After the work, we repaired to the ban

quet hall, where we enjoyed~ pleasant hour. A bountiful banquet was wait· 

ing, after which speech making was in order. After listening to, and meeting 

·with so many from other lodges, and hearing the good report that this lodge 

is thinking of a new lodge room, besides installing the officers, I thought that 

it was time to say good bye to all, with the feeling that I had enjoyed a very 

good meeting. 

December 4th, I attended the School of Instruction, at Augusta, and I 

think we ought to have more of them. Grand Lecturer SLEEPER is to be 

congratulated in having done his duty by all who visited the Capitol City, and 

the brethren excelled themselves in entertaining. They had work for the 

evening, and all left feeling that v;e had been well repaid for our time. I, for 

one, hope this will not be my last, as it was my first visit to one of the meet

ings of instruction. 

March I 1 th, I "iVas present at Ashlar Lodge, Lewiston, and installed the 

officers, assisted by R. ""V'ol. E. K. SMITH as !vlarshal, and R. \V. WILLIAM J. 
BURNHAM as Chaplain. Banquet. 

l\larch 12th, I had the pJeasm·e of installing the officers of Tranquil Lodge, 

Auburn, assisted by V.lor. JOHN R. VVEBBER as Marshal, and \Vor. E. G. 

HEATH as Chaplain. As this was public, a large gathering of the fraternity 
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and their ladies, and invited guests, who \Vere not members of the Order, were 

present; and after the installation, as Tranquil is ever ready, they had a very 

fine entertainment, and y..,• or. M. ·MooRE and all the officers did all in their 

power to make every one feel that they were glad to meet them. The lodge 

room was elegant vdth plants, and every one enjoyed the meeting. A very 

fine banquet was waiting for all. Tranquil is an old lodge, and is a credit to 

Masonry. 

March 18th, was home night, and Ancient Brothers' worked the M. M. 

degree. We had expected to have with us the Most Worshipful Grand Master 

and other officers, but letters of regret on account of sickness left us to meet and 

work without their presence. Members of Acacia Lodge, of Durham, and 

many others were here, to witness the work of the evening, which was well 

done, but as this is my O\vn lodge others can judge it better than I. Rev.]. 

STA~LEY DuRKEE, Master, is always ready to speak, is a very good worl<et 

in the lodge and is every way fitted for the East. The records, in the hands 

of Bro. LUDDEN, are all right, and this lodge is prospering better than ever 

before as regards finances. 

February 28th, I visited Vll ebster Lodge, at Sabattus, and witnessed work on 

F. C. degree, whlch was well done, as I had every reason to believe it 

would be, since this is the home of our Grand Lecturer and does not lack for 

instruction. A lodge that enjoys having one who is always ready to be of 

use and always right, is, or should be, able to do work that will be a credit at 

any time. Records well kept by Bro. BANGS; dues well collected and all 

working for the good of the lodge. After '"·ork I installed the officers, assisted 

by R. W. A. M. PENLEY as Marshal, and W. T. LWYD PRATT as Chaplain. 
A banq llet followed, but the cars were waiting, so the social hour failed to pass. 

March 27th, I met the brethren of Tranquil Lodge, LAVATOR 0. MoRSE, 

Master, and witnessed w_ork on M. M. degree. The Master of this Jodge is 

assisted by officers that are all and every one able to do work of high order, 

and are not only good ritualists, but have a very impressive way of working, 

so that the candidate sees only the beautiful in Masonry as he takes the 

degrees. The lodge is very prompt in meeting on time, and I think it is the 

right way; go to work, get through and get home on time. I met many here 

who had seen work in this lodge before, and Tranquil always has a good at

tendance. Records, in the hands of Bro. ]. F. ATWOOD, are neat, and I voish I 

could say something new of them. They are models and complete. Finances 

good and a fine banquet at the close. 

March z8th, I met the brethren of Tyrian Lodge, at Mechanic Falls. Work, 
E. A. degree. This is a pleasant place to go to spend and enjoy an evening, 

as they always like to welcome the brethren to their lodge. The work was the 

first this lodge has had for some time, but was well done, and no doubt exists 

in my mind but that this is a good working lodg.e at all times. Records well 
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kept by Bro. JEFFRIES. After a banquet we had the pleasure of riding through 

mud and over snow drifts with Bro. CHARLES ANDREW'S, who has always 

been ready to take me out of town, and who will always get you there on time 

and bring you home the same clip. 

April rst was Ashlar's night, and the banquet came first. I was not there, 

but it was Ashlar's banquet, and I know it was elaborate, for I have been to 

them. I looked in, as I wished to speak of it, and found every seat taken, 

and I think all enjoyed having the ba11quet first. The work, which was the 

M. M. degree, was well done, the gathering was large, and all enjoyed it. 

They also worked the F. C. degree, so I had very good chances to take notice . 

of the work. They did good work, and good work we expect; and when we 

find masons, like R. W. Bro. BURNHAM, ever present, taking the interest that 

he takes in :Masonry, his own lodge ought to be able and willing to assist. 

Wor. Bro. VVrNSHIP is doing good work. Records well kept by Bro. FRED I. 

MoRRILL. The quartet assisted in the work of the evening. 

April 10th, I visited Rabboni Lodge, of Lewiston. This is the home lodge 

of R. W. E .. K. SMITH, who is ever present, and enjoys all that pertains to 

Masonry. The work was on the Tv!. lvi. degree. 'Nor. FRANK A. CoNANT 

takes great interest, and is very impressive in the rendering of the ritual. 

Few mistakes were made, and all the officers acquitted themselves in a credit~ 

able manner. The quartet of this lodge was present and assisted, and a goodly 

number of masons from other lodges witnessed the work. A banquet fol

lowed the work, and the hour being late, speeches were very brief, but all en

joyed a good time. 
And now, :Most V.l orshipful, I hav.: endeavored, to the best of my ability, to 

perform the duties of the office you saw fit to honor me with. I find myself 

under obligations to many of my masonic brethren for the kind and cordial 

greetings I have received on all occasions, and to the Grand Lecturer, who 

has ever been ready to assist me at all times. Thanking you for the honor, I 

am, Fraternally yours, 

LIONEL 0. BRACKETT, D. D. G. iff. 24th jl,f. D. 

Auburn, May 3, 1901. 

TWENTY-FIFTH DISTRICT. 

To M. V\'. WINFIELD S. CHOATE, 

Grand ltfaster tif the Grand Lodge tif Maine. 

I have the honor to submit herewith my first annual report as District 

Deputy Grand Master of the T'.venty-fifth Masonic District. 

On November 23d, I attended the convention for instruction in masonic 
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work at Guilford. The attendance was good and the work '\vas conducted in 

that instructive and interesting manner characteristic of Bro. SLEEPER. A 

careful study was given to the ritual in the three degrees of Masonry, and very 

helpful suggestions were made as to the floor work in each degree. 

Early in the summer of 1900, a movement was begun by some of the masonic 

brethren in Millinocket to organize a masonic lodge in that pJace. Having 

obtained the necessary recommendations from all the lodges whose jurisdic

tion would be affected by the formation of the new lodge, and also my ap

proval as D. D. G. M. of this district, about thirty Master Masons joined in 

a petition for a dispensation to the M. ,V, Grand Master. Dispen::;ation for 

the new lodge, to be known as Nollesemic Lodge, was granted on November 

17th. Regular communications of the lodge are held on the Thursday on or 

before the full moon in each month, but ever since the granting of the dispen

sation meetings for the conferring of degrees have been held every Tuesday 

and Thursday evening. L'"pto the time of the filing of the return with the Grand 

Lodge, twenty-four candidates had been initiated and numerous candidates 

were then awaiting initiation. 

On January 1oth, by invitation of the officers of the new lodge, I visited 

them unofficially and witnessed work in the E_ A. degree. Three candidates 

were initiated. The work was done in ~ very commendable manner. I made 

a few corrections and suggestions, and impressed upon the officers the neces

sity of a strict adherence to the 1itual. 

On March 14th, I visited Nollesemic Lodge officially. The work v;:a.s the 

conferring of the M. M. degree. A delegation of about twenty brethfen from 

Katahdin Lodge, K o. 98, of Patten, was present at this meeting. I was much 

pleased with the work; very few corrections had to be made, After the meet· 

ing, an excellent banquet was served at the hotel near the lodge room and a 

social time was enjoyed. The hall of the new lodge is very commodious and 

convenient for work, and the officers are fully qualified to fill their respective 

positions. Special credit should be given to the Master, Bro. CHARLES J. 
:MAcNurr, for the energy and enthusiasm which he has thrown into the work. 

The records of the lodge are in the hands of Bro. 'VM. J. HEEBNER, and I 

believe he v.1Jl make a careful and efficient Secretary. The original organizers 

of the lodge and the new members whom I met, are all men of intE:lligence 

and refinement, such as we are all pleased to see become masons. I can, with

out hesitation, predict a bright future for N ollesemic Lodge. 

On February 22d, I made my official visit to Katahdin Lodge, No. g8, of 

Patten, and inspected the work in the .M . .1\tL degree. The officers had been 

recently elected and this was the first time they had worked the ~1. ~L degree. 

"The intelligence and accuracy of their interpretation of this most beautiful 

degree was certainly worthy of great praise. The ritual was very closely fol

lowed, and I have seldom seen the degree worked so well. Katahdin Lodge 
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has a good membership, an excellent halJ and good material for first-class 

·work. The records of the lodge are well kept and dues are well coJJected. 

On March 6th, I officially visited my home lodge, Monument, No, 96, of 

Houlton. This was a special communication of the lodge, called for my inspec

tion of the work in the l\-1. M. degree. The degree was conferred upon one 

candidate in a very satisfactory manner, and the ritual was quite closely fol

o wed. I made a few corrections and suggestions. There was a very large 

attendance and great interest was taken in the work. A delegation from 

Nollesemic Lodge, of Millinocket, was expected to be present, but Vi.'a.S unable 

to attend. Banquet at the close of the meeting. 1\>Ionument Lodge is in a 

very prosperous condition. It has a large membership, and the new mem

bers who have been recently admitted are men who will reflect credit upon the 

fraternity. I have always been a regular attendant upon the meetings of this 
lodge, and have noted with great pleasure the interest which the members 

take in its welfare. The records of the lodge are kept in an excellent manner 

by Bro. CHAS. E. F. STETso~. one of the most painstaking and efficient Sec

retaries that this lodge has ever had. The finances of the lodge are in good 

shape. 

On March IJth, I attended the annual meeting of my home lodge and con

ferred the P. I\L degree upon the newly elected Master, Bro. ARTHuR· G. 

RrcH. 

On March r5th, I visited MoJunkus Lodge, No. 165, of Sherman Mi11s. 

The Master, Bro. joHN GosNELL, was necessarily absent from the meeting. 
I regret to say that the attendance was very sma11. There being no candidate, 

and the attendance not being large enough to permit an exemplification of 

work, we gave our attention to a thorough study of the ritual of the M. M. 

degree. I think that the apparent lack of_ interest in this lodge is caused by 
their having had so little work to do recently. The members present were of -

the opinion that the prospect for the coming year was brighter, and I trust 

that the next D. D. G. M. who visits this lodge will see an improvement in its 

condition and a greater interest on the part of the members i~ attending its 

meetings. 

On 1\tfarch r6th, I made my official visit to Aroostook Lodge, No. 197, of 

Blaine. After I had conferred the P. M. degree upon the Master, Bro. W>r. 

A. BEALS, work was exemplified in the M.· M. degree in a manner which 

showed a good understanding of the work upon the part of the officers. A few 

corrections and suggestions were found necessary~ and were made as the exem· 

plification of the work progressed. Banquet and a social time followed. The 

lodge is in good condition financiaHy, and the records are correctly and neatly 

kept by Bro. joHN M. RAMSEY. 

In conclusion, I wish to thank the officers and brethren of the various 

:ZO G. L. 

l 
I 

I 
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lodges in this district for the kind and courteous treatment received at their 

hands, and you, Most Worshipful, for tbe honor conferred upon me. 

GEORGE A. GORHA:\f, JR., D. D. G. frf. 25th M. D. 

Houlton, April zo, 1901. 
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ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS 

OF THE 

\trustees of the (!batft\2 jfun~. 

MASONIC HALL, PORTLAND, 

TuESDAY, May 7, 1901. 

The Trustees met in the Grand Master's office at 5 P. M. 

Present-\VINFIELD S. CHOATE, President, 
ALFRED s. KIMBALL, 

JAMES E. PARSONS, 

STEPHEN BERRY, Secretary, 
FRANK E. SLEEPER, 

A. M. WETHERBEE, 

CHARLEs I. CoLLAMORE, 

EDWARD P. BURNHAM, 

ARCHIE L. TALBOT. 

Many brethren were heard in regard to applications. 

The Secretary presented ninety-five applications for aid, with a 

schedule of the same, which were referred to a committee of two. 

The Grand Treasurer's report was presented as follows : 

To the Trustees of the Charity Fund of the Grand Lodge. 

The subscriber reports, in brief, the transactions of his office for the past 
year, as follows : 

RECEIPTS, 

Balance as per last report, .......... .......................... . $1,418.46 

Income from investments, ...... ............................... 1,714-30 
Unexpended balance returned by Joseph A. Locke,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14-00 

Unexpended balance returned by the Grand Master, .......... ,.,.. 12o.oo 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 

Paid to beneficiaries, ........................................... $I,J55-Do 
Added to Savings Banks investments,... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 420.92 

Paid for rent of safe,.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10.00 

Cash to new account, ......................................... $1,48o.84 

The Charity Fund consists of-
Par Value. 

25 shares Canal National Bank Stock, .... ~ ...... $ z,soo.oo 
37 shares Casco National Bank Stock,........... J,7oo.oo 
14 shares First National Bank Stock,...... . . . . . . I,4oo.oo 

14 shares National Traders Bank Stock,........ . 1,4DO.OO 

10 shares Merchants National Bank Scock,..... .. 750.00 

20 shares Westbrook Trust Co.,................ 2,000.00 

10 shares C. B. and Q. R. R. Stock,....... . . . . . 1,ooo.oo 

r City of Portland bond, ......... ; . . . . . . . • . .. . r,ooo.oo 

1 Town of Brunswick bond,................... r,ooo.oo 

1 City of Saco bond,. . . • . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . soo.oo 

r Mousam Water Co. bond,...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . soo.oo 

~Rockland Water Co. bonds,................. 1,5oo.oo 

2 Union Electric Co. bonds,................... r,ooo.oo 

I Denver City Tramway Co. bond,. . . . . .. . . . . . . soo.oo 

1 Portland Water Co. bond,........ . . . . . . . . . . I,ooo.oo 

1 Maine Central R. R. bond,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5oo.oo 

2 Kennebec Light & Heat Co. bonds,.......... I,ooo.oo 

Cash deposited in-

Maine Savings Bank, ..........................• 

Portland Savings Bank, ... ,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . 
Augusta Savings Bank, . . . . . . . .............. . 

Skowhegan Savings Bank, .................... . 

Waterville Saving Bank, . . . . . . . . • . . . . ........ . 

Wiscasset Savings Bank, ..................... . 

Saco & Biddeford Savings Institution, .......... . 

Bath Savings Institution, ...................... . 

Brunswick Savings Institution, ................ . 

Gardiner Savings Institution, . . . . . . . . ........ . 

Portland National Bank, ...................... . 

Respectfully submitted, 

2,299·00 

2,326.o8 

6o6.92 

59!.69 
6o2.45 

6Js.so 

2,2J4.80 

6o6-45 

6o6.49 

6oo.54 

$],266.]6 

Income. 

$ 150.00 

296.oo 
84.00 

84.00 

6o.oo 

120.00 

6o.oo 

6o.oo 

40.00 

20.00 

2).00 

75·00 
6o.oo 

zs.oo 

40.00 

35·00 
so.oo 

81.16 

82.12 

21.40 

17.86 

21.24 

24.84 

78.18 

2I.J9 

I8.JI 

2I.Ig 

42.61 

.1\_I_.Z.'±)_O 

MARQUIS F. KING, Grand Treasurer. 

I 

• ) 
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The report was referred to a Committee of Finance, consisting 

of Bros. TALBOT and PARSONS. 

A memorial from Bro. AusTIN D. KNIGHT, of Hallowell, respect

ing a Masonic Home, referred to this Board by the Grand Lodge, 

was received and referred to a committee of the whole for future 

consideration. 

The Committee of Finance reported that the Grand Treasurer's 

account was found correct and the securities intact, which report, 
together with the Grand Treasurer's report, were accepted. 

Adjourned to 4:3o Wednesday P. M. 

\'VEDNESDAY, May 8, 1901. 

Met at 4:3o P. M. in the Grand Master's office. 

Present-WINFIELD S. CHoATE, President, 
ALFRED s. KIMBALL, 

}AMES E. PARSONS, 
STEPHEN BERRY, Secretary, 
FRANK E. SLEEPER, 

A. M. WETHERBEE, 

CHARLES I. COLLA~WRE. 

The Committee on Applications for Aid reported a schedule, 

which was accepted. 

Voted, That one represent seven dollars. 

Voted, That $1,376 be appropriated to pay the schedule. 

Voted, That the renewal of the bond of the Grand Treasurer for $ro,ooo 

be approved and placed in the charge of the Secretary. 

Adjourned sine die. 

Attest: STEPHEN BERRY, Secretary. 
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Regulations of 
Grand 

the Charity Fund 
Lodge of Maine. 

ARTICLE I. 

The fund is applicable to the following cases: 

of the 

First, to poor and worthy members of lodges under this jurisdiction, in 

cases where the funds of their own lodges are not adequate to the exigency 
of the case. 

Secondly, to poor and worthy masons resident in this state, not members 

Of any subordinate lodge, and being in circumstances to render such mem

bership not a masonic duty. 

Thirdly, to poor and worthy masons being sojourners in this state. 

Fourthly, to other cases of distress. 

ARTICLE II. 

The widows and orphans of deceased masons are to be relieved as the 

husband or parent would be upon the principle stated in preceding article. 

ARTICLE III. 

Applications for relief are to be made to the Recording Grand Secretary, 

in writing, signed by the applicant, or some Master Mason in his behalf who 

is personally cognizant of his circumstances, stating the peculiar circum

stances of the case) accompanied with a certificate from the Master of the 

lodge to which the applicant belongs, or of the nearest lodge, vouching for 

his masonic standing and his need of the relief prayed for. 

In Board qf Trustees, Portland, May 5, 1858. 

V cted, That every brother intrusted with funds be required to take receipts 

for the same, when paid, and forward said receipts forthwith to the Grand 

Treasurer. 

In Board if Trustees, Portland, May 8, I86z. 
Voted, That each Almoner be provided by the Grand Treasurer with one 

printed blank receipt for each person for whom such Almoner draws money 

from the Charity Fund, which receipts such Almoner is to cause to be signed 

by the beneficiaries respectively, and file the same vdth the Grand Treasurer. 

Voted, That no Almoner who fails to file with the Grand Treasurer a re

ceipt from each person for whose benefit money has been appropriated by 
this Board for the full amount of such appropriation when the money has 
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been drawn by such Almoner, shall be considered worthy to be entrusted with 

the sacred office of Almoner for this Charity Fund. 

In Board of Trustees, Portland, May 4, 1871. 

Voted, That hereafter no application for relief be considered by the Trustees, 

unless made in writing, according to Article III of the Regulations of the 

• Charity Fund. 
Voted, That the Secretary be directed to make a list of such applications, 

including all that come to his hands up to Monday evening preceding the day 

of the Annual Communication, and that all applications presented after that 

time be referred to the next annual meeting of the Trustees. 

Voted, That the Grand Secretary notify every lodge of this action, at least 

one month before the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge. 

In Board of Trustees, Portland, May 8, 1872. 

Reso!z1ed, That applications for relief from the Grand Charity Fund must 
state the amount expended in charity during the past year, by the lodge mak

ing such application, the names of recipients, and the condition of the finances 

of the lodge at last annual meeting, or such applications will not be considered 

by the Trustees. 

In Board of Trustees, Portland, May 6, r885. 
Voted, That hereafter all applications for relief, not seasonably presented in 

accordance with the rules and regulations adopted by the Board of Trustees 

of the Charity Fund, be passed over. 

In Board of Trustees, Portland, May 5, 1886. 

Voted, That the Grand Secretary, when he sends his papers to the different 

lodges for their returns, issue a circular to each lodge, notifying them that 

applications to the Board of Trustees for relief must be made in accordance 

with the rules of the Board of Trustees,-otherwise they will not be consid

ered. 

In Board o/ Trustees, Portland, May 3, 1899. 
Voted, That 'vhenever the Grand Treasurer has any money to invest, or 

considers any change should be made in the investments, it shall be necessary 

that such investments and re-investments shall first receive the written approval 

of the Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, Bro. Env,rARD P. BuRN flAM, and 

the Grand Secretary, or either two of them. 

A true copy from the Record of Regulations and Votes. 

Attest: STEPHEN BERRY, Sec'y of Board of Trustees. 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

OF THE 

£barity • fUnd • Of • tbt • 6rand • [Odg¢. 

-----1901.-----

ALFRED S. KIMBALL, Grand Master, Ex-Officio. 

WILLIAM J. BURNHA>!, Deputy Grand Master, 

HUGH R. CHAPLIN, Senior Grand Warden, 

ADELBERT MILLETT, Junior Grand Warden, " 

STEPHEN BERRY, Rec. Grand Secretary, " 

CHARLES I. COLLAMORE, elected May 2, r899, for three years. 

FESSENDEN I. DAY, " " 2, " " " 

EDWARD P. BURNHAM, " " r, 1900, 
o: " 

ARCHIE L. TALBOT, " r, " " " " 
FRANK E. SLEEPER, " " 7; 1901, " " " 
A. M. WETHERBEE, " " 1· " " " 

j 

I 
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Adopted sinGe Edition or 1893. 

----------

SEc. 35· The clothing of a Grand Officer shall be as tre 
Grand Lodge shall, frpm time to time, prescribe. Permanent 

members of the Grand Lodge shall wear the apron prescribed for 

Grand Officers. 

An officer of a lodge shall wear a blue velvet collar, a silver 

jewel, and white or figured apron. [r896, p. 64.] 

firaud Lodge Clotlring uuder the Foregoing Provision. 

Voted, That the clothing of the Grand Officers shall be as fol

lows: 

The aprons of the Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master and 

Grand Wardens shall be of white lambskin, lined with purple, 

having the emblem of his offic~ suitably embroidered on the 

edgings thereof, with purple edging and strings. 

The apron~ of the other Grand Officers shall be of white lamb

skin, lined with purple, with purple strings and edging. 

That the jewels of the Grand Officers shall be as follows: 

That of the Grand Master, the Compasses extended to forty

five degrees, with the segment of a circle at the points and a gold . 

or metal gilt plate included, on which is represented an eye, era

diated, with a triangle, also eradiated. 

That of the Deputy Grand Master, the Compasses and Square 

united with a five-pointed star in the centre. 

That of the Senior Grand Warden, the Level; Junior Grand 

Warden, the Plumb; the Grand Treasurer, a Key; Recording 
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Grand Secretary, Crossed Pens; Corresponding Grand Secretary, 

Crossed Pens; Grand Chaplain, Book with a Triangle; Grand 

Marshal, Crossed Rods; Grand Deacons, Dove and Olive Branch; 

Grand Stewards, Cornucopia; Grand Sword Bearer, Crossed 

Swords; Grand Standard Bearer, Banner; Grand Pursuivants, 

a Rod and Sword, crossed; Grand Organist, Lyre; Grand Tyler, 

Sword. 
Each Past Grand Master, Past Deputy Grand Master and 

Past Grand Warden may be distinguished by the jewel prescribed 
for the office he has filled, with this difference, that such jewel 

shall be fixed within a circle or oval, of gold or metal gilt. It 

shall be worn over the left breast. 

The Collars of the Grand Officers shall be a purple velvet 

collar suitably embroidered. [r896, pp. 64 and 65.] 

SEC. 94· Every candidate must apply to the lodge in this state 

nearest his residence, except that he must apply to a lodge in the 
town in which he resides, if one is located there. But when a 

municipality, or a part of one, is annexed to another under the 

law of the state, the Grand Lodge may modify this rule in 

particular cases as it may deem wise. [ r 898, p. 6 5·] 

SEc. 85. Each lodge shall pay annually towards the support 

of the Grand Lodge twenty cents each for all of its members, 

including honorary members anJ those absent from the state, and 

two dollars for every candidate initiated. Each lodge shall be 

entitled to receive as many diplomas from the Gra11d Lodge as 

they make Master Masons. And no dues will be remitted unless 

upon petition of the lodge and the report of a committee of the 

Grand Lodge thereon. [ r898, p. 66.] 

SEc. 96. No candidate whose application may be rejected by a 

lodge, shall be initiated in any lodge under this jurisdiction other 

than the one which rejected him, except after five years from 

such rejection, unless the lodge recommend him to another lodge 

by a unanimous vote-the vote to be taken by the secret ballot ; 

Provided, howez,er, that if the candidate shall, at the end of 

five years from such rejection, be a resident within the jurisdic-

J ., 

• 
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tion of the rejecting lodge, consent shall be granted unless there 

are more than three negative ballots. And if any mason know

ingly assist, or recommend for initiation, to any lodge whatever, 

any candidate rejected as aforesaid, except as above provided, 
such mason shall be expelled from the Institution. [ r898, p. 66.] 

SEc. 25. The District Deputy Grand Masters shall visit the 

several lodges in their respective districts, once at least in every 
year ; preside in the same, when present ; and shall inspect their 

by-laws, records and mode of working; but if unable to visit any 

lodge, they may appoint some suitable brother to perform that 

duty. 

They shall communicate to the lodges all such edicts and regu

lations of the Grand Lodge, as may be received by them from the 

Recording Grand Secretary; shall receive and receipt for all dties 

to the Grand Lodge; receive the returns of the lodges, and make 

their remarks thereon. 

They shall, on or before the first day of April in each year, 

make a report of their doings to the Grand Master; and they 

shall attend annually in the Grand Lodge; and they shall pay to 
the Grand Treasurer all moneys in their hands, or transmit the 

returns and money to the Grand Treasurer, on or before the fife 

teenth day of April. They shall be re-imbursed their expenses in 

visiting the lodges, their accounts being first examined and passed 

by the Committee of Finance. 

Each District Deputy Grand Master, on receiving from the 

Grand Trea"urer the jewel of his office, and the record of the dis

tria over which he is appointed, shall give a receipt to the Grand 

Treasurer, in substance as follows, viz: 

"Whereas, I,--- ---, have been appointed and duly 

commissioned District Deputy Grand Master for the --

Masonic District, and have received the collar and jewel apper

taining to said office, and the book of records of said district, I 

hereby promise to return the same at the expiration or revocation 

of my commission, to the Treasurer of the Grand Lodge of Maine; 
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and in default thereof, I promise to pay the Treasurer of said 

Grand Lodge the sum of fifty dollars." [ 1899, p. 243.] 

SEc. 127. No lodge shall fonn a public procession, funeral 
processions excepted, without permission from the Grand Master. 

And it is proper, as a mark of respect for the Chief Mag-istrate 

of the Nation or State, to permit lodges to appear in public either 

upon occasions of a public reception of him, or of public mourn

ing for his death. [ 1899, p. 243.] 

SEc. 9 r. Every lodge must preserve one copy of the printed 

Proceedings in the hall, and when a volume is completed should 

bind it for the use of the lodge. [1899, p. 245.] 

Ann TO SEcTION II 7. 

A brother suspended from membership for non-payment of dues 

will be restored by the payment or remission of the amount due at 

the time of his suspension, at any time within five years thereafter: 

but after t)lat time he can be restored only upon his application 

and a two-thirds vote of the lodge, after payment or remission of 

the amount in arrears. [1900, p. 46.] 

1 
j ,, 

. ' 
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AMENDED SINCE EDITION OF CONSTITUTION, 1893. 

------------+------------

1. Resohwl, That the Grand Treasurer pay to one delegate 

who shall be present on the first day of the annual communica

tion of the Grand Lodge, and (unless excused by the Grand Lodge 

on account of his own sickness or that of his family) attend dur

ing the session, for mileage such sum as is granted by the several 
railroads or steamboats to Portland from the station or landing 

place in the town where the lodge is located, together with such 

additional sum for stage fare from the place of location of the 

lodge to such station or landing place when such is paid; and 

two dollars for each day's actual attendance, not exceeding three 
days, when the delegate is a member of the lodge he represents; 

and the same mileage and per diem to District Deputy Grand 

Masters and all permanent members. vVhen a lodge is repre
sented by more than one brother, the senior officer shall receive 

the mileage and per diem. [ 19oo, p. 52.] 

19. The Grand Secretary shall notify each Grand Officer, 
elect or appointed, who has not been installed in the Grand 

Lodge, of his election or appointment and transmit to him an ab

stract of Section r o of the Constitution. 

[ r894, p. 57, re-enacted.] 

32. Resol7Jed, That, when the hour arrives for the election of 

the officers of the Grand Lodge, as is provided in the Constitu

tion, the Grand Lodge shall go into an executive session for that 

purpose, and none but members of the Grand Lodge shall be 
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present without the consent of the M. W Grand Master in each 

case. [ r898, p. 68. Amended 1900, p. 49·] 

22. Repealed 1898, p. 68. 

33· Voted, That the jurisdiction of Deering Lodge, No. 183, 
be, and remain until the further order of the Grand Lodge, as it 
was before the annexation of the City of Deering to the City of 

Portland. [ 1899, p. 238.] 

34· .Resolzoed, That in the case of the death of a Grand Officer 

or Past Grand Officer, the M. W. Grand Master be authorized, in 
his discretion, to appe>int a special committee to prepare a memo

rial and present the same to the Grand Lodge at its next session. 

[ 1900. p. sz.] 

l 
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List of Lodges by Districts. 

DISTRICT NO. I. 

District Deputy Grand Master~GEORGE S. ORCUTT, Ashland. 

72 Pioneer, Ashland. 170 Caribou, Caribou. 

112 Eastern Fronti'er, Fort Fa-irfield. 193 Vlashbum, Washburn. 

130 Trinity, Presque Isle. 

[\)STRICT NO. 2. 

District Deputy Grand Master~MILl.ARD D. LAWRENCE, Eastport. 

7 Eastern, Eastport. 

37 Washington, Lubec. 

46 St. Croix, Calais. 

78 Crescent, Pembroke. 

138 Lewy's Island, Princeton. 

DISTRICT NO. 3. 

District Deputy Grand Master-OsMO~n A. HoLMEs, Addison Point. 

z \Varren, East lJ[achias. 

88 N arraguagus, Cherryfield. 

91 Harwood, JV.lachias. 

106 Tuscan, Addison Point. 

131 Lookout, Cutler. 

17 3 Pleiades, .!Jfillbridge. 

188 Jonesport, .fonespart. 

DISTRICT NO. 4. 

District Deputy Grand Master-FRANK A. GRoss, Deer Isle. 

4 Hancock, Castine. 
122 Marine, Deer Js!e. 

128 Eggemoggin, SedguJick. 

171 Naskeag, Brooklin. 

177 Rising Star, Penobscot. 

187 Ira Berry, Bluehill. 

I 95 Reliance, Stonington. 
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DISTRICT NO. 5. 

District Deputy Grand Master-HAROLD E. MORRILL, ~onson. 

39 Penobscot, Dexter. 149 Doric, -~-~Jonson. 

44 Piscataquis, M£/o. 163 Pleasant River, Broumvi!le. 

52 Mosaic, Foxcroft. 168 Composite, La Grange. 

109 Mount Kineo, Guilford. 200 Columbia, Greenville. 

124 Olive Branch, Charleston. 

DISTRICT NO. 6. 

District Deputy Grand Master-F. ERNEST HARVEY, Kenduskeag. 

IO Rising Virtue, Batlgor. 83 St. Andrew's, .Bangor. 

87 Benevolent, Carmel. 69 Star in the East, Oldtow.m. 

65 Mystic, Hampden. 137 Kenduskeag, Kenduskea.~··. 

147 Lynde, He-:mon. 66 J\1echanics', Orono. 

~ Howard, PVinterport. 

DISTRICT NO. 7. 

District Deputy Grand Master-WILLIS W. \VASHBURN, China. 

45 Central, China. Ill Liberty, Liberty. 

58 Unity, Thorndike. 120 Quantabacook, Searsmont. 

ss Star in the West, ~rnity. q6 Sebasticook, Clinton. 

102 .Marsh River, Brooks. 

DISTRICT NO. 8. 

District Deputy Grand Master-ALBERT M. A~IES, Stockton Spring!->. 

27 Phcenix, Belfast. H9 Pownal, Stockton Springs. 

6z King David's, Lincolnville. 126 Timothy Chase, Belfast. 

68 Ivfariners', Sea.rsport. 151 Excelsior, Jllorthport. 

89 Island, Islesboro'. 

DISTRICT NO. 9. 

District Deputy Grand Master-G. DUDLRY GouLD, V\Tarren. 

6 Amity, Camden. 82 St. Paul's, Rockport. 

'5 Orient, 7 homaston. 84 Eureka, Tenant's Harbor. 

!6 St. George, lYarreJt. 145 Moses Webster, Vi'nalhau·eu. 

JI Union, Union. 184 Knox, South Thomaston. 

50 Aurora, Rockland. 20J Mount Olivet, lf7ashington. 

79 Rockland, Rocklaud. 
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DISTRICT NO. 10. 

District Deputy Grand Master-JoHN H. MAYERS, Dresden. e 

3 Lincoln, Wiscasset. 135 Riverside, East Jcjferson. 

43 Alna, Damariscotta. 144 Seaside, Boothbay IEarbor. 

6! King Solomon's, Waldoboro. 158 Anchor, South Bristol. 

74 Bfistol, Bristol. 196 Bay View, East Boothbay. 

!OJ Dresden, Dresden. 

DISTRICT NO. II. 

District Deputy Grand Master-THoMAs H. BoDGE, Augusta. 

5 Kennebec, HalkrdJel!. 41 ivforning Star, Litchfield Corner.r. 

25 Temple, Wiuthrop. 104 Dirigo, Weeks' J.lfi!ls. 

.32 Hermon, Gardiner. I 10 Monmouth, .11-fonmouth. 

35 Bethlehem, Augusta. 141 Augusta, Augusta. 

DISTRICT NO. 12. 

District Deputy Grand Master-JoHN M. \VEBHER, Waterville. 

33 Waterville, Waterville. 

48 Lafayette, Readfield. 

53 Rural, Sidney. 

99 Vernon Valley, Mt. Vernon. 

118 Messalonskee, Oakland. 

133 Asylum, Wayne. 

54- Vassalboro, .iVarth. Vassalboro. 166 Negeumkeag, Vasmlboro. 

DISTRICT NO. 13. 

District Deputy Grand Master-GEORGE G. WEEKs, Fairfield. 

28 Northern Star, Plorth Anson. ll6 Lebanon, South Norridge·wock. 

34 Somerset, Skowhegan. r61 Carrabassett, Canaan. 

So Keystone, Solon. 194 Euclid, llf"(tdison. 

92 Siloam, Fairfield. 199 Bingham, Bingllam. 

DISTRICT NO. 14. 

District Deputy Grand Master-HARRY E. PLUMMER, Lisbon Falls. 

8 United, Brutts'lvick. 63 Richmond, Richmond. 

14 Solar, Bath. "4 Polar Star, Bath. 

23 Freeport, Freeport. 121 Acacia, JJurham. 

26 Village, Bcnvdoinham. •ss Ancient York, LisboJl Falls. 

21 G. L. 
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DISTRICT NO. 15. 

•District Deputy Grand Master-CHARLES F. RowELL, \-Vilton. 

20 Maine, Farmt"ngton. 156 Wilton, Wilton. 

21 Oriental Star, Livermore Falls. 167 Whitney, Canton. 

67 Blue Mountain, Phillips. 191 Davis, Strong. 

I2J Franklin, A-'tc>w Sharon. 202 .Mount Bigelow, Flagstaff. 

'54 Mystic Tie, Weld. 204 Mount Abram, Kingfield. 

DISTRICT NO. 16. 

District Deputy Grand Master~ DoN A. GATES, Dixfield. 

18 Oxford, Norway. 

30 Blazing Star, Rumford Falls. 

67 King Hiram, Dixfield, 

94 Paris, South Paris. 

97 Bethel, Bethel. 

100 Jefferson, Bryant's Pond. 

147 Evening Star, Buckfield. 

152 Crooked River, Bolster's AH!!s. 

182 Granite, West Paris. 

DISTRICT NO. 17. 

District Deputy Grand Ma&ter-GEoRGE H. 0\VEN, Portland. 

I Portland, Portland. 

17 Ancient Land-:Mark, Portland. 

36- Casco, Yarmouth. 

38 Harmony, Gorltam. 

70 Standish, Standish. 

81 Atlantic, Portland. 

86 Temple, Westbrook. 

r 27 Presumpscot, A"orth T1- indhatn. 

r8o Hiram, Soutlt Portland. 

183 Deering, Portland. 

186 'Varren Phillips, Cumb'd llf"ills. 

DISTRICT NO. 18. 

District Deputy Grand Master-TOBIAS L. EASTMAN, Fryeburg. 

11 Pythagorean, .Fryebut;_![. 1J2 :Mou,nt Tir'em, Waterford, 

13 Oriental, Bridgton. 153 Delta, Lovell. 

s6 Mount Moriah, DeNmark. 169 Shepherd's Rhrer, Brozt}7t'l/t'l!e. 

117 Greenleaf, Cornish. 

DISTRICT NO. 19. 

District Deputy Grand Master~CHARLES M. SLEEPER, South Be1wick. 

9 Saco, Saco. 

22 York, Ktnnebunk. 

47 Dunlap, Biddeford, 

51 St. John's,- south Berwick. 

76 Arundel, Kennebunkport. 

l42 Ocean, Wells' Deput. 

162 Arion, Goodwin's fifills. 

179 Yorkshire, }\Forth Ber..ol'ck. 

184 Naval, Kittery. 

198 St. Aspinquid, York Villac-e. 
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DISTRICT NO. 20. 

District Deputy Grand Master-JonN E. CLARK, ¥linn. 

93 Horeb, Lincoln. 

148 Forest, Springfield. 
I 72 Pine Tree, Mrttawamkeag. 

I 7 5 Baskahegan, Danforth. 

DISTRICT NO. 21. 

District Deputy Grand :Master-AsHUR B. HuTCHINS, Orland. 

19 Felicity, Bucksport. '59 Esoteric, Etbworth. 

40 Lygonia, Ellsworth. r8s Bar Harbor, Bar Harbor. 

7I Rising Sun, Orland. 192 Winter Harbqr, Winter .!£arbor. 

77 Tremont, Tremont. 201 David A. Hooper, We.J'! Sullizmn. 

140 Mount Desert, Mount Desert. 

DISTRICT NO. 22. 

District Deputy Grand Master-MILTON L. MERRILL, St. Albans. 

49 Meridian Splendor, 1\lewport. 125 Meridian, Pittsjiel d. 

64 Pacific, Ex'eter. '39 Archon, East Dixmont. 

75 Plymouth, Plymouth. 157 Cambridge, CamOritige. 

95 Corinthian, Hartland. 16o Parian, Corinna. 

DISTRICT NO. 23. 

District Deputy Grand Master-HARDY H. IvicKENNEY, Limington. 

27 Adoniram, Limington. 

42 Freedom, Lbnerick. 

55 Fraternal, Alfred. 
107 Day Spring, West 1•/e'wjield. 

1 I 5 Buxton, West Buxton. 

1 r8 Drummond, Parsonijie!(l. 

143 Preble, Sanford. 

190 Springvale, Springvale. 

DISTRICT NO. 24. 

District Deputy Grand Master-LIONEL 0. BRACKETT, Auburn. 

rz Cumberland, New Glouc·ester. 

29 Tranquil, Auburn. 

73 Tyrian, .frfechanic Falls. 

101 N ezinscot, Turner. 

I o 5 Ashlar, Lcwistun. 

150 Rabboni, Lewiston. 

164 Webster, Sabattus. 

. 178 Ancient Brothers', Auburn. 

DISTRICT NO. 25. 

District Deputy Grand Master-GEo. A. GoRHAM, ]R., Houlton. 

96 1\Ionument, Houlton. 

98 Katahdin, Patten. 

165 1\ilolunkus, Sherman ~lfills. 

197 Aroostook, Blaine. 

205 Nollesemic, lJiillinocket. 
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Proceedings of the 

• 
M. ,V, ALFRED S. KIMBALL, Grand JVIaster, 
R. W. WlLLlAM J. BURNHAM, Deputy Grand L11"aster, 

HUGH R. CHAPLIN, Senior Grand Warden, 
ADELBERT MILLETT, Junior Grand ]J?arden, 
MARQUIS F. KING, Grand Treasurer, 
STEPHEN BERRY, Grand Secretary, 
CHAS. D. SMITH, Cor. Grand Secretary, 
GEORGE S. ORCUTT, D. D. G. M. Ist Dist. 
MILLARD D. LAWRENCE, 2d 
OsMo:-fD .A. HoLMEs, .Jd 
FRANK A. GRoss, 4th " 
HAROLD E. MORRILL, sth " 
F. ER~EST HARVEY, 6th " 
WILLIS W. WASHBURN, 7th " 

(May, 

Norway. 
l .. ewiston. 

Bangor. 
Searsmont. 

Portland. 
Portland. 
Portland. 
Ashland. 
Eastport. 

Addison Point. 
Deer Isle. 

Monson. 
Kenduskeag. 

China. 
ALBERT M. AMES, 8th 
G. DuDLEY GouLD, qth 
]oHx H. MAYERS, Ioth 
THOMAS H. BanGE, I rth. " 

Stockton Springs. 
\Varren. 

Dresden. 
Augusta. 

]OH::'f M. WEBBER, I2th " 
GEORGE G. WEEKS, I3th " 
HARRY E. PLUMMER, I4th 
CHARLEs F. RoWELL, I 5th " 
DoN A. GATEs, I6th " 
GEORGE H. 0VI-'EN, I7th " 
ToBIAS L. EASTMAN, I 8th " 
CHARLES M. SLEEPER, I9th " 
JoHN E. CLARK, zoth "' 
ASHUR B. HUTCHINS, ZISt " 

*MILTO~ L. MERRILL, 22d 
HARDY H. McKENNEY, 23d 
LIONEL 0. BRACKETT, 24th " 
GEo. A. GoRHAM, ]R., 25th "' 

W. & Rev. ELMER F. PEMBER, Grand Chaplain, 
JoHN GrBSON, " " 
JoSEPH B. SHEPHERD, 
GEORGE M. HowE, 
WILUAM E. BROOKS, 

w. lhAL F llRADBURY, 
jAMES E. KINGSLEY, 

FRANCIS L. TALBOT, 
CURTIS R. FOSTER, 
RALPH H. BURBANK, 

" LoRENZO s. ROBI!'t"SO~, 

Grand Marshal, 
" Senior Deacon, 

Junior DeaaJtt, 
Steward, 

Waterville. 
Fairfield. 

Lisbon Falls. 
Wilton. 

Dixfield. 
Portland. 

Fryeburg. 
South Berwick. 

Winn. 
Orland. 

St. Albans. 
Limington. 

Auburn. 
Houlton. 

Bangor. 
Cape Elizabeth. 

Portland. 
Lewiston. 

South Paris. 
Norway. 

Augusta. 
East Machias. 

Ellsworth. 
Saco. 

Rockland. 
Portland. CONYERS E. LEACH, 

WILLIAll-1 N. HowE, 
JAMES H. WITHERELL, 
OSCAR R. WISH, 
ALBERT H. BURROUGHS, 

Sword Bearer, 
Standard Bearer, 
Pursuivant; 

Portland. 
Oakland. 
Portland. 

M. W. FRANK E. SLEEPER, 
W 'VALTER S. SMITH, 

" WARRE::i 0. CARNEY, 

• Appointed in place of Amos W. Moulton~ declined. 

Lecturer, 
Organist, 
Tyler, 

Westbrook. 
Sabattus. 
Portland. 
Portland. 
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'JList of Suborbfnate 1Lobges, 

WITH . THEIR . PRINCIPAL . OFFICERS, 

AS RETURNED MARCH 1, 1901. 

Acacia, 121, Durham. William D. Trufant, M; Vlilliam Y.l. Brown, sw; 

Josiah H. '\-Villiams, JW; Everett L. Macomber, s. Meeting Tuesday on 

or before full moon; election, December. 14 

Adoniram, 27, Limington. John F. Moulton, M; James F. Pillsbury, sw; 

Benjamin Small,}\\'; Hardy H. McKenney, s. Meeting Tuesday on or 

before full moon; election, DecembCr. 23 

Alna, 43, Damariscotta. George H. Larrabee, M; Rupert B. Mathews, sw; 

Wilbur G. Knowlton, JW; Edward E. Philbrook, s. Meeting Wednes-

day on or before full moon; election, December. 10 

Amity, 6, Camden. Edward D. Harrington, M; Samuel W. Coombs, sw; 

Louis M. Chandler, JW; Henry L. Maker, s. 1-Ieeting Friday on or 

before full moon; election, October. 9 

Anchor, 158, South Bristol. Eliphalet P. Gamage, M; Everett W. Gamage. 

S\V; AJJen G. Foster, JW; Walter H. McFarland, s. Meeting Wednes-

day on or before full moon; election, December. 10 

Ancient Brothers', 178, Aubutn. J. Stanley Durkee, M; William E. Perry, 

sw; William E. Quimby, ]'Vi Forrest E. Ludden, s. Meeting Monday 

on or before full moon; election, October. 24 

Ancient Landmark, 17, Portland. Winslow E. Howe11, M; Charles F. Tobie, 

sw; Frank C. Allen, JW; John S. Russell, s. Meeting first VVednesday; 

election, December. 17 
Ancient York, 155, Lisbon Falls. Irving L. Philbrook, M; William H. Doug· 

lass, sw; L. H. Moulton, JW; VVilliam Parkin, s. Meeting Monday on or 
before full moon; election, September. 14 

Archon, 139, East Dixmont. :Fred L. 0. Hussey, M; Fred M. Johnston, sw; 

Edwin A. Chapin, J\V; Benjamin F. Porter, s. Meeting Thursday on or 

before full moon ; election, October. 22 
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Arion, 162, Goodwin's Mills. Ivory W. Murphy, West Kennebunk, M; Wm. 

M. Staples, Alewive, sw; Elmer N. Littlefield, JW; J. Burton Roberts, 

Dayton, s. 

ber. 
Meeting Thursday on or before fuJI moon ; election, Novem

'9 
.Aroostook, 197, Blaine. \Vm. A. Beals, M; Charles G. Briggs, sw; ·Nelson 

E. Dorrity, JW; John M. Ramsey, s. Meeting Saturday on or after full 

moon; elec1!ion, December. 2 5 
Arundel, 76, Kennebunkport. Charles S. Gilman, M; Joseph H. Jeffery, sw; 

William H. Hutchins, Jr., JW; Fordyce B. Perkins, s. Meeting Tuesday 

on or before full moon; election, February. r9 
Ashlar, 105, Lewiston. Lewis V. Winship, M; Roland L. \Voodbury, sw; 

Chas. 0. Morrell, JW; Fred I. Morrell, s. Meeting Monday on or before 

full moon; election, January. 24 

Asylum, 133, VVayne. B. Frank Bradford, M; J. Frank Gordon, sw; Luther 

M. Norris, JW; Frederick L. Chenery, s. Meeting Tuesday before full 

rnoon; election, September. 12 

Atlantic, 8I, Portland. Frederick H. Cobb, M; Elihu H. Rice, sw; :Frank 

W. York, JW; Daniel W. Fox, s. Meeting third Wednesday; election, 

December. 1 7 

Augusta, I4I, Augusta. Irving 0. Gage, M; :Fred 0. Boynton, sw; Freeborn 

Smith, JW; Claude W. Townsend, s. Meeting first Tuesday; election, 

January. II 

Aurora, so, Rockland. Albert H. Newbert, M; Alfred L. Carlton, sw; 
George E. Clark, JW; Lorenzo S. Robinson, s, (box .568.) Meeting first 

\Vednesday; election, January. 9 
Bar Harbor, 185, Bar Harbor. Eben K. Whittaker, M; '-"~illiam L. Pierce, 

sw; Edgar J. Trussell, JW; Benjamin L. Hadley, s. Meeting third 

Thursday; election, December. 2I 

Baskahegan, I75• Danforth. Charles M. Bither, M; John H. Sargent, sw; 

Joseph W. Segee, JW; David C. J>arker, s. Meeting Saturday on or 

before full moon ; election, August. 20 

Bay View, 196, East Boothbay. Frank Seavey, M; Geo. W. Gatchel, sw; 

Harvey R. Barlow, JW; Victor K. Montgomery, s. Meeting Thursday 

on or before full moon; election, December. 10 

Benevolent, 87, Carmel. Joseph Carter, M. Charles H. Blagden, sw; Dex

ter D. Roberts, JW; Camillus K. Johnson. s. Meeting Wednesday 

week of full moon ; election, December 2jth. 6 

Bethel, 97, Bethel. Herbert C. Rowe, M; \Vilfred Bowler, sw; Elmer H. 

Young,}\\'; Davis G. Lovejoy, s. Meeting second Thursday; election, 
November. r6 

Bethlehem, 35, Augusta. Waterman N. Redmond, M; Charles F. Cook, sw; 

Roland E. Gooch, JW; James ·E. Blanchard, s. Meeting first Monday; 
election, November. II 
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Bingham, 199, Bingham. Samuel A. Smith, M; David G. :Bean, sw; Tilson 

H. Foss; JW; George C. Eames, s. Meeting Saturday on or before full 

moon ; election, June. 13 

Blazing Star, 30, Rumford FaBs. Virgil A. Linnell, M; Gerald A. Peabody, 

sw; Frank R. Reed, JVV; Fred A. Porter, s. Meeting Vl ednesday on or 

before full moon; election, October. 16 

Blue :VIountain, 67, Phi1lips. :Burton A. Davenport, ~~; Albert F. Earnshaw, 

sw; Eugene I. Herrick, JW; Daniel L. Dennison, s. Meeting Wednes-

day, week of full moon; election, September. 15 

Btistol, 74, Bristol Mills. Car1 Z. Bailey, M; Joseph E. Crooker, sw; Charles 
T. Robbins, JW; Edwin ] . Ervine, s. "Meeting Monday on or before full 

moon; election, December. ro 

Buxton, II5, \\rest Buxton. Oscar D. Rand, M; Howard :\tl. Davis, s'~'; 

]ames Sands, JW; Cyril P. Harmon, s. Meeting Monday evening on or 

before full moon; election, January. 23 

Cambridge, 157, Cambridge. Melvin W. Knowles, M; Walter H. Ring, S\\'; 

]. C. Monill, nv; ]. B. LaBree, s. Meeting Tnesday on or before full 

moon; election, December. 22 

Caribou, 170, Caribou. 'A. ]. Taylor, M; D. L. Teague, sw; Howard Dow, 

J\V; Arthur A. Garden, s. Meeting first Thursday; election, December. 

Carrabassett, 161, Canaan. Alpheus Na..c;on, M; George H. Ames, sw; Hor

ace A. Nason, JW; Harry B. Harris, s. Meeting Tuesday on or before 

full moon; election, first Tuesday in October. IJ 
Casco, 36, Yarmouth. Edwin :.M. ,IV~hite, M; Louis P. Pomeroy, S\V; Mads J. 

Madsen, JW; Herbert M. Moore, s. ~eeting first Tuesday; election, 

October. 17 

Central, 45, China. George L. Gilman, M; Charles W. Abbott, sw; Arthur 

B. Skillin, JW; \Villis \V. Washburn, s. Meeting Wednesday on or 

before full moon; election, September. 

Columbia, 200, Greenville. George v.,r. Brown, M; 

Arthur L. Folsom, JW; Henry W. Budden, ·s. 
before full moon; election, December. 

Jesse M. Prentiss, sw; 
Meeting Tuesday on or 

Composite, r68, LaGrange. Perley E. Speed, M; Chauncey D. Doble, S\V; 

Fred D. Sherrard, JW; A?drew H. Dyer, s. Meeting Saturday on or 

before full moon; election, October. 5 
Corinthian, 95, Hartland. Lynne H. Blanchard, M; Edwin G. Varney, sw; 

Charles P. Barnes, Jw; Wilbert E. Dearborn, s, (box g6.) Meeting 

Wednesday on or before full moon; election, August. 22 

Crescent, 78, Pembroke. Alvra W. Leighton, M; Arthur T. Flagg, sw; Ly· 

man G. Smith, JW; Eugene S. Wilbur, 'Vest Pembroke, s. Meeting ~rst 

Wednesday; election, December. 2 
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Crooked River, 152, Bolster's Mil1s. William H. Noyes, M; Walker B. Mills, 

sw; James M. Meserve, JW; Harry I. Lowell, s. Meeting Thursday on 

or before full moon ; election, November. I 6 
Cumberland, 12, New Gloucester. Frank W. Winter, Upper Gloucester, M; 

NeweJJ P. Haske11, Portland, sw; Cyrus S. 'Vitham, East Raymond, }\V; 

Geo. H. Goding, Lewiston Junction, s. Meeting Saturday before full 

moon; election, November. 24 

David A. Hooper, zor, "West Sullivan. Gilbert F. Hooper, M; Samuel P. 
Havey, sw; John Mortimer, JW; Fred B. Havey, s. Meeting first Satur· 

day; election, December. 21 

Davis, 19I, Strong. Oscar Sweet, M; Frank 0. Welch, sw; Winthrop L. 
Guild, JW; George R. Winslow, s. Meeting Friday evening of week in 

which moon is full; election, September. I 5 
Day Spring, IO], 'Vest Ne·wfield. Ai Q. Mitchell, M; Everett E. Ham, sw; 

George H. Straw, JW; George 0. Hannaford, s. Meeting 'Vednesday 

on or before full moon; election, September. 23 

Deering, 183, Portland. Silas B. Adams, M; Charles D. Moses, sw; Her

bert B. Seal, JW; Francis E. Chase, \V oodfords, s. .r.feeting second 

Monday; election, February. I 7 

Delta, 153, Lovell. Elman J. Noyes, M; James H. Walker, S\\r; George 

Marston, JW; Edward L. Bell, s. Meeting second Thursday; election, 

December. 18 

Dirigo, 104, Weeks' Mills. Chas. J. Lincoln, M; Eugene C. Rowe, sw; 

Moody A. Risler, jw; Orrin F. Sproul, s. Meeting Monday on or 

before full moon i election, September. 11 

Doric, 149, Monson. Edward P. Blanchard, M~ \Villiam A. Mills, sw; Roy 

M. Hescock, ]\V; Edwin R. Haynes, s. Meeting Monday on or after 

full moon; election, December. 5 

Dresden, 103, Dresden Mills. "\Vilbur F. Cate, M; Geo. W. Palmer, sw; 

JohnS. Snow, j\V; Nathaniel F. Leeman, s. Meeting Wednesday on or 

before full moon; election, October. IO 

Drummond) 118, Parsonsfield. John H. Benson, M; George G. Edwards, sw; 

Samuel G. Pease, JW; Albert R. Leavitt, s. Meeting Thursday on or 

before full moon; election, September. 23 

Dunlap, 47, Biddeford. James H. Bradbury, M; James E. Etchel1s, sw; 

Fred. P. Abbott, JW; Nahum S. Drown, s, (box 205). Meeting first Man- ill 
day; election, December. 19 

Eastern, 7, Eastport. Frank Bean, M; tV alter ]. Garnett, sw; "'Tilliam S. 

Mildon, JW; Wheeler C. Hawkes, s. :f\.feeting first Monday; election, 

December 27th. 

Eastern Frontier, I~ 2, Fort Fairfield. Charles H. Stevens, M; George \V. 

Richardson, sw; James R. Hopkins, JW; Henry 0. Perry, s. Meeting 

Wednesday on or before full moon; election, December. 
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Eggemoggin, 128, Sedgwick. Henry A. Small, M; John F. Lane, sw; Seth 
I. Smith, JW; Groves S. Bridges, s. Meeting second Mm1day; election, 

January. 4 
Esoteric, 159, Ellsworth. Harvard C. jordan, M; Onesiphorus H. Bradbury, 

S\V; Harry W. Osgood, sw; Thomas E. Hale, s. Meeting first Thurs-

day; election, January. 21 

Euclid, 194, Madison. Samuel E. Remick, M; Forest J. Ward, sw; Delbert 

L. Churchill, JW; Irvin L. RusseJl, s. Meeting first Monday; election, 

September. 13 

Eureka, 84, Tenant's Harbor. Manfred Humphre~, M; Albion H. Andrews, 

sw; George H. \Vall, JW ~ Walter H. ){athews, s. Meeting first Thurs-

day; election, January. 9 

Evening Star, 147, Buckfield. John E. Moore, M; Arther E. Cole, sw; Fred 

R. Dyer, JW; Alfred Cole, s. Meeting Monday on or before full moon; 

election, September. 16 

Excelsior, I5I, Northport. Radel A. Packard, M; Isaac Hills, sw; George G. 
Race, JW; Fred B. Glidden, s. Meeting \Vednesday nearest full moon; 
election, December. 8 

Felicity, I~ Bucksport. Howard F. Gilley, M; Nash McKay, S\V; Geo. M. 

\Vare, JW; Frederick Wood, s. Meeting first Monday; election, Decem· 

ber. 2 I 

Forest, 148, Springfield. Charles D. Chase, M; Herbert E. Murdock, sw; 

Hiram E. Stevens, J\V; Lysander W. Trask, s. Ivfeeting Saturday on or 

before full moon ; election, September. 20 

Franklin, I2J, New Sharon. Benj. F. Makepeace, M; :Manley H. Blaisdell, 
S\V; John M. Rowe, )Vol; James H. Howes, s. Meeting Friday-on or 

before full moon; election, September. J 5 
Fraternal, 55, Alfred. James H. Littlefield, M; George H. Smith, S\V; John 

D. Bourne, JW ; Fred J. Sherburne, s. Meeting Wednesday on or before 

full moon; election, December. 23 

Freedom, 42, Limerick. James F. Chadbourne, M; Ed·win Johnston, sw; 

\Vm. Harthorne, JW; James L. Holland, s. Meeting Wednesday on or 

before full moon; election, December. 23 

Freeport, 23, Freeport. Tim Pratt, M; Geo. P. Coffin) sw; Ralph M. Ander

son) JW; Winthrop C. :Fogg, s. Meeting Monday on or before full moon; 

election, December. 14 

Granite, I82, '\\'est Paris. Francis H. Packard, M; Arthur L. Mann, sw; _ 

'Walter F. Carr, JW; John L. Marshall, s. Meeting Wednesday on or 

before full moon; election, November. 16 

Greenleaf, 117, Cornish. Daniel G. Chaplin, M; L. Murray Watkins, sw; 

Charles H. Badgley, JW; George H. Parker, S. Meeting Friday on or 

before full moon; election, December. 18 
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Hancock, 4• Castine.. VVilliam A. Walker, M; James F. Hooper, sw; Joel 

W. Reynolds, )\V; Charles H. Hooper, s. Meeting first Thursday; elec~ 

tion, December. 4 

Harmony, 38, Gorham. Chas. E. Cobb, M; "\i\'~illiam P. F. Robie, sw; Mel~ 

ville W. Cressey, )W; Edward \V. Guptill, s. Meeting Wednesday on or 

preceding full moon; election, December. 17 

Harwood, 91, Machias. Loring B. VViJder, M; Isaac S. Heaton, sw; Ephie 

B. Farnsworth,Jw; Carl M.Hutchinson, s. Meeting first Monday; elec-

tion, December 27th. 3 
Hennon, 32, Gardiner. Frederick D. Loring, M; Henry A. Wood, sw; Al

bert K. Jewett, JW; James 1\{. Larrabee, s. Meeting first Tuesday; elec-
tion, January. I 1 

Hiram, r8o, South Portland. Frank I. Brown, M; William E. St. John, S\V; 

Fred G. Hamilton, JW; George H. Weeks, Jr., Knightville, s. Meeting 

Tuesday on or before full moon;- election, November. 17 
Horeb, 93, Lincoln. Daniel W. Ballantyne, M; Nathan R. Smith, sw·; Ed~ 

win S. Taylor, JW; Frank R. Linton, s. Meeting Tuesday on or before 

full moon; election, first Monday in December. 20 

Howard, 69, Winterport. George W. Crockett, M; Newell F. Perry, sw; 

Leslie VV. Mayo, JW; John H. Baker, s. .Meeting Friday on or before 

full moon; election, December, 6 

Ira Berry, 187, Bluebill. Otis Littlefield, M; Thos. Grieve, sw; Charles A. 

Snow, JW; Frank A. Davis, s. Meeting third Monday; election, Decem-

ber. 4 

Island, 89, Islesboro'. Edward S. Preble, M; William F. Keller, S\V; Austin 

Trim; JW; Thomas R. VVilliams, s. Meeting Thursday on or before full 

moon; election, February. 8 

jefferson, roo, Bryant's Pond. James M. Day, M; George W. Q. Perham, 

sw; Edwin H. Cole, JW; James L. Bowker, s. :deeting Tuesday on or 

before fu1l moon; election, September. 16 
Jonesport, 188, Jonesport. Samuel B. Cummings, M; Porter R. Cummings, 

sw; Darius D. Kelley, JW; Clifton :11. Rogers, s. Meeting first Tues· 

day; election, January. 3 
Katahdin, g8, Patten. Martin B. Smiley, M; Ferd. G. Huston, sw; Fred E. 

Arnold,JW; Lorin B. tJ:uston, s. Meeting Thursday on or preceding 

full moon; election, December. 25 
Kenduskeag, 137, Kenduskeag. Hosea B. Emery, M; Albert L. Spratt, sy.'; 

Frank B. Thurston, JW; John H. Everett, s. Meeting Wednesday on or 

before fu]) moon; election, December. 6 

Kennebec, 5, Hallowell. Fitz Morris Fish, M; Herbert C. Barrel}, sw; Emest 

S. Currier, JW; Fred A. Tenney, s. Meeting Wednesday on or before 

full moon; eJection, November. II 
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Keystone, 8o, Solon. Leander F. :1iclntire, M; William W. jackman, sw; 
Fred Magoon, }\V; Perry S. Longley, s. !vleeting V\1 ednesday on or 
before full moqn; election, third Vlednesday of October. 13 

King David's, 6z, Lincolnville. "".,.ilder P. Drinkwater, M; Joseph Gould, sw; 
Edgar L. Clark, ]\Vi L. D. Ames, s. Meeting Tuesday evening nearest 

full moon; election, December. 8 
King Hiram, 57, Dixfield. John M. Holland, M; 1-'ewis H. Reed, sw; Jas. 

S. Sturtevant, JW; John N. Thompson, s. Meeting Tuesday on or after 

full moon; electlon, October. r6 
King Solomon's, 6r, Waldohi.ro. George L. VVelt, M; J. \oVarren Sanborn, 

sw; Walter E. Clark, JW; Stephen A. Jones, s. Meeting Friday on or 

before full moon; election, December. 10 

Knox, r8g, South Thomaston. A1den Vol. Butler, M; George C. Horn, 

sw; Arthur Pierce, JW; .M. E. Bassick, s. Meeting first Saturday; elec-

tion, January. 9 
Lafayette, 48, Readfield. Elsworth E. Peacock, M; Leon 0. Tebbets, S\\r; 

Walter A. Nickerson, JW; Ernest A. Morgan, s. Meeting first Saturday; 

electiOn, February. 
Lebanon, n6, South N orridgwock. Eben S. MiBer, M; Ernest Vv~. Gilman, 

sw; Charles R. Sawyer, JW; Charles A. 'Vard, s: Meeting Saturday on 

or before full moon; election, September. 13 

Lewey's Island, 138, Princeton. Theo. Morrison, M; William \V. Robinson, 
Jr., sw; Albert T. La-~·ner, j\V; Benjamin F. Chadbourne, s. Meeting first 

Wednesday; election, December, St. John's Day. 3 
Liberty, r I I, Liberty. Percy Leman, Libertyville, M; Albert D. Ramsey, 

Center Montville, S\V; '\Villis J. Greely, JVl; Ambrose P. Cargill, s. 

Meeting Saturday on or before full moon; election, September. 7 

Lincoln, 3, V.li'8casset. John E. Dickinson, M; Charles M. Leavitt, sw; 
Frank A. Creamer, JW; \ViUiam D. Patterson, s. Meeting Thursday on 

or before full moon; election, December. ro 
Lookout, 131, Cutler. Merritt G. Huntley, ::\f; Moses B. Stevens, sw; Cole

man Cassaboom, JW; Forrest S. Stevens, s. Meeting Monday on or 
before full moon ; election, January. 3 

Lygonia, 40, El1sworth. F. Carroll Burrill, M; Horatio N. ]oy, sw; Adelbert 
Vl. Miles, JW; James E. Parsons, s. Meeting first "'.,. ednesday; eJection, 

January. 21 

Lynde, 174, Hermon. J. Mellen Taylor,~~; George H. Smith, sw; Howard 

B. Leathers) JW; Charles L. Phillips, s. Meeting Saturday on or before 

full moon; election, December. 6 

Maine, 20, Farmington. Elvarus A. Russell, M; NeweH R. Knowlton, sw; 

J. Clinton Metcalf, JW; George B. Cragin, s. Meeting Monday in week 

of full moon ; election, October. I 5 
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Marine, 122, Deer Isle. Moses D. Joyce, M; Hudson H. Pressey, sw; Wm 

S. Green, JW; ·Moses S. Joyce, s. Meeting first Tuesday; election, Jan-

uary. 4 

Mariner's, 68, Searsport. James E. Wentworth, M; Fred M. Perkins, sw; 
Charles A. Whittier, JW; Charles E. Adams, s. Meeting Tuesday on or 

before full moon; election, January. 8 

Marsh River, 102, Brooks. Albert R. Pilley, M; Lester B. Cilley, sw; Chas. 

W. Jennys, JW; Elmer G. Roberts, s. Meeting Wednesday on or before 

full moon; election, December. 7 

Mechanics', 66, Orono. Nathan C. Grover, M; Anson A. Powers, sw; Ir

ving S. Knapp, JW; Albert J. Durgin, s. Meeting fir-st Wednesday; elec-

tion, December 27th. 6 
Meridian, r25, Pittsfield. Benj. E. Cornell, M; Louis 0. Haskell, sw; Leon 

L . .Libby, JW; Orin S. Haskell, s. Meeting Friday evening on or before 

full moon; election, January. 22 

Meridian Splendor, 49, Newport. Sumner T. Stuart, M; George H. Sulli

van, sw; Daniel P. Warwick, sw; Charles E. Smith, s. Meet~ng Thurs-

day on or before full moon; election, December. 22 

Messalonskee, rr3, Oakland. Frank E. Burrill, M; ). Edward Harris, sw; 
Lester M. Andrews, Jw; Orestes E. Crowell, s. Meeting on the first 

Saturday; election, December. 12 

Molunkus, r65, 'Sherman Mills. John Gosnel1, M; Daniel H. Perry, sw; 

Geo. W. Upton, JW; Freeman C. Harris, s. Meeting Tuesday on or 

before full moon; election, October. 25 
Monmouth, r 10, Monmouth. Horace S. Bent, M; \\Tillis L. McKechnie, sw; 

Weston H. Bishop, JW; Ed·win A. Dudley, s. Meeting Saturday on or 

before full moon; election, September. 1 r 

Monument, 96, Houlton. Arthur G. Rich, M; Hjalmer Edblad, sw; George 

S. Gentle, JW; Charles E. F. Stetson, s. :\-Ieeting second VVednesday; 

election, ~larch. 2 5 
Morning Star, 41, Litchfield Corners. Geo. E. Ring, M; Frank E. Lane, sw; 

Herbert M. Starbird, JW; ·Irving W. Gilbert, s. Meeting Tuesday on or 

before full moon; election, Septe"mber. 11 

Mosaic, 52, Foxcroft. Ralph W. Hughes, M; \Villard \Y. Blethen, sw; Fred 

G. Warren, JW; James T. Roberts, Dover, s. Meeting Thursday on or 

before fuJI moon; election, December. 5 4 
Moses Webster, 145, Vinalhaven. Claes E. Boman,~~; I. E. Luce, sw; ,V. 

F. Lyford, JW; Alexander Davidson, s. Meeting second Tuesday; 

election, November. 9 

Mount Abram, 204, Kingfield. "\/\lard S. Dolbier, M; Fred Hutchins, acting 

sw; Lavell a A. Norton, JW; Ralph D. Simons1 s. Meeting Thursday 

week of full moon i election, September. '5 
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Mount Bigelow, 202, Flagstaff. Grant Fuller, M; Charles L. Rogers, sw; 

Benj. E. Savage, JW; Ray Viles, s. Meeting second Saturday; eJection, 

September. r 5 

Mount Desert, 140, Mount Desert. Clifford B. Richardson, M; Howard Nor

wood, sw; Thomas M. Richardson, JW; Lyman H. Somes, s. Meeting 

Saturday on or before full moon; election, January. 21 

Mount Kineo, 109, Guilford. Joseph T. Davidson, M; Charles W. Ray, s\V; 

Ralph H. Marsh, JW; David Pearson, s. Meeting Saturday on or before 

fu11 moon; election, December. 

Mount Moriah, 56, Denmark. Lutbur TrumbuH, M; George VV. ""~hales, sw; 

Daniel B. Johnson, J"V; Sidney T. Brown, s. Meeting Wednesday on 

or before full moon; election, December. 18 

Mount Olivet, 203, 'Washington. Thomas Sukeforth, M; Luther A. Law, sw; 

Sylvanus C .. Pierpont, JYl; Wm. M. Staples, Razorville, s. Meeting Fri-
day on or before full moon; election, September. 9 

:\fount Tir'em, 132, V.laterford. George H. Rice, M; Clarence H. Pride, sw; 

Willard C. Goodwin,}'\\'; Isaac F. Jewett, s. Meeting Tuesday on or 

before full moon; election, December. 18 

Mystic, 65, Hampden. Sumner D. Greeley, M; C. Fremont Cowan, sw; John 

E. Emerson, pv; \.Villiam H. Tri'bou, s. Meeting Saturday on or before 

full moon; election, December. 6 

Mystic Tie, r 54, Weld, Eugene S. Twaddle, M; Joseph A. Witham, sw; 
Will \V. Holman, JW; Lyman L. Jones, s. Meeting Tuesday ol week 

of full moon; election, December. '5 
Narraguagus, 88, Cherryfield. Phineas B. Guptill, :J-I; Edward C. Davis, S\V; 

Lynn C. Haycock, JW; George G. Freeman, s. Meeting Tuesday on or 

before the full moon; election, January. 3 

Naskeag, 171, BrookHn. Horace M. Pease, M; Sterling S. Carter, sw; Fred 

S. Herrick, JW i Henry S. Kane, s. .Meeting first Wednesday; eJection, 

January. 4 
Naval, 184-, Kittery. Henry I. Durgin, M; Frederick W. Cross, sw; Gran· 

vi1le 0. Berry, JW; Levi L. Goodrich, s. Meeting Wednesday on or 

before full moon; election, July. r9 

Neguemkeag, r66, Vassalboro. Harold E. Cook, M; George S. Perkins, 

sw; James S. Emery, pV; Charles A. Stilson, s. Meeting Thursday on 

or before full moon; election, September. r z 
N ezinscot, 101, Turner. Oliver A. Sprague, M; E. Herbert Cole, sw; \iVil

]ard B. French, JW; Seth D. Andre'\\cs, s. J\.1eeting Saturday on or before 

full moon; election, June. 24 

Nollesemic, 205.• Millinocket. Charles J. MacNutt, M; George W. Steams, 

sw; Harry E. Reed1 JW; VVm. }. Heebner, s. Meeting Thursday on or 
before full moon; election, November. 25 
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Northern Star, 28, North Anson. James H. Stevens, M; Herbert H. Mars~ 

ton, sw; Gould A. Porter, JW; Wilbur C. Simmons, s. Meeting Tuesday 

on or next preceding full moon; election, December. 13 
Ocean, 142, \Veils Depot. Charles H. Brown, M; Horace S. Mills, sw; 

Perley C. Goodwin, JW; FrankL. Buker, s. 

before fuJI moon; election, December. 

Meeting "\Vednesday on or 

'9 
Olive Branch, 124, Charleston. Wilbur R. Clark, M; H. Warren Foss, sw; 

George VV. Bagley, JW; Oscar L. Smith, s. Meeting Friday on or before 
full moon; eJection, December. 5 

Orient, 1 s, Thomaston. Charles G. Brackett, M; Ed'\\rin C. Rollins, sw; 

Myron L. Rollins, JW; Alanson 0. Tobie, s. Meeting first Tuesday; 

election, January. 9 
Oriental, IJ, Bridgton. David C. Saunders, M; Luther F. McKinney, sw; 

Alvah S. Brown, Jw; D. Eugene Chaplin, s. Meeting Saturday, on or 

before full moon; election, October. 18 

Oriental Star, 21, Livermore Falls. Charles H. Gibbs, M; Howard A. 'Veils, 

sw; Ralph A. Whitney, JW; George 0. Eustis; s. Meeting Wednesday, 

on or before full moon ; election, June. r 5 
Oxford, 18, Norn·ay. Hennon L. Bartlett, M; Frank N. Barker, sw; George 

Hazen, ]W; Ho'\\"ard D. Smith, s. Meeting Friday on or next before full 

moon; election, September. 16 
Pacific, 64, Exeter. Stillman J. Ridlon, M; Arthur F. BusweU, sw; Alton 

P. Stillings, JWi David E. Knight, Garland, s. Meeting Wednesday on 

or before full moon; election, January. 22 

Parian, r6o, Corinna. Lewis Hutchins, M; I. M. Bates, sw; John E. Gray, 

JW; George W. ~~utter, s. Meeting Saturday on or before fuli moon ; 

election, September. 22 

Paris, 94• South Paris. Fred H. Evanos, ~~; Percy M. Walker, sw; Walter 

L. Gray, JW; Horatio Woodbury, s. Meeting Tuesday on or before full 

moon; election, at first stated meeting in year. r6 

Penobscot, 39, Dexter. A. R. Levensaler, M; Williain E. Robinson, sw; 
F. M. Howard, JW; Charles S. Hutchinson, s. Meeting Monday on or 

before full moon; election at last stated meeting preceding 27th Decem· 

ber. 5 
Pecenix 24, Belfast. Clifford J. Pattee, M; John W. Jones, sw; Wesley]. 

Bailey, JW; James Pattee, s. Meeting J\t1onday on or before full moon; 

election, January. 8 
Pine Tree, 172, Mattawamkeag. Virgil \V. Hobbs, M; William H. Bither, 

sw; Walter E. Haynes, JW; George W. Smith, s. Mee~ing Saturday on 
or before full moon; election, October. 20 

Pioneer, 72, Ashland. H. Lindley Dobson, ::\l; James R. Elder, s'v; William 

E. Hopper, JW; William L. Colburn, s. !v.feeting second Wednesday; 

election, December. 
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Piscataquis, 44, Milo. Albert C. Cushman, M; George W. Daggett, sw; 

WillS. Owen, JW; AJbert W. Murray, s. Meeting Friday on or before 

full moon; election, September. 

Pleasant River, r63, Brownville. Daniel W. Hayes, M; \Va1ter G. Sherburne, 

sw; Amos }. Lay, JW; Geo. W. McClain, Henderson, s. Meeting Mon-

day on or before full moon; election, November. 5 

Pleiades, 173, Millbridge. Justin A. \Valling, M; Elmer E. Sawyer, sw; James 

R. Foster, JW; Anse11 M. Sawyer, s. Meeting first Monday; election, 

January. 3 
Plymouth, 7 5, Plymouth. Charles T. Harris, M. Ruel W. Porter, sw; Frank 

L. Clark, JW; VVilliam H. Condon, s. Yleeting Tuesday on or before full 

moon; election, Septeniber. 22 

Polar Star, 114, Bath. Charles B. Furber, M; George M. Duley, sw; John M. 
Hill, j\''t; Herbert D. Maxwell, s. Meeting second Wednesday; election, 

March. 14 
Portland, 1, Portland. Charles C. Berry, M; George H. Allan, sw; \Varren 

W. Cole, JW; George F. Gould, s. Meeting second Wednesday; election, 

Xovember. 17 
Povmal, 1 19, Stockton Springs. Samuel H. West, M; Ernest A. Partridge, 

sw; Frank E. West, pv; Albert M. Ames, s. Meeting first V\r ednesday; 

election, January. 8 
Preble, 143, Sanford. Charles W. Blagden, M; Edmund F. Low, sw; Chas. 

S. Holmes, JW; John ''Vright, s. Meeting Vlednesday on or before full 

moon; election, December. 23 
Presumpscot, 127, North Windham. Winfield S. Allen, M; VVm. C. Noyes, 

sw; Fred H. Dole, JW; William H. Cram, s. Meeting Saturday on or 

before full moon; election, December. 17 

Pythagorean, 11, Fryeburg. Dean A. Ballard, M; Arthur C. Ferguson, sw; 

John \V. Hutchins, JW; Tobias L. Eastman, s. Meeting Monday on or 

before full moon; election, December. 18 

Quantabacook, 129, Searsmont. Loxley T. Ness, \Vest Searsmont, M; Lu· 

cian H. Thomas, sw ; James Fuller, JW; Allen L. Maddocks, acting s. 

Meeting first Saturday; election, October. 

Rabboni, 1 so, Lewiston. Frank A. Conant, M; Rodney A. Swift, S\V; Perley 

L. Cotton, JW; George F. Turner, s. Meeting Wednesday after full 

moon; election, September. 24 

Reliance, 195, Stonington. William McKenzie, M; Luther \V. Weed, sw; 

Stephen E. Allen, JW; Rollins Y. Stinson, s. Meeting first Saturday; 

election, December. 4 

Richmond, 63, Richmond. \Valter E. VVhitney, M; Uriah M .. Lancaster, sw; 
Chas. B. Day, JW; VVm. R. Fairclough, s. Meeting ·Monday on or before 

full moon; election, October. 14 
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Rising Star, 177, Penobscot. Fred B. Mitchell, M; Freeman N. Bowden, sw; 
James C. Perkins, JW; Ben.j. H. Cushman, s. Meetingfirst\Vednesday; 

election, December. 4 
Rising Sun, 71, Orland. Ashur B. Hutchins, M; Enoch W. Harriman, sw; 

Edwin L. Jordan, JW; Seth R. Hutchins, s. 'Meeting first Tuesday; 

election, December. 

Rising Virtue, ro, Bangor. Frank J. Cole, M; 

P. Denaco, JW; Charles I. Collamore, s. 

tion, December. 

2! 

Fred C. Chalmers, sw; Frank 

Meeting last Tuesday; elec-

6 

Riverside, 135-, East Jefferson. Charles W. Besse,~~; George A. Hofses, sw; 

Axel H. Jackson, JW; Everett A. Hofses, s. Meeting Vlednesday on or 
before full moon; election, December. 10 

Rockland, 79• Rockland. Samuel A. Keyes, M; Joseph H. Clark, sw; Frank 

S. Head, JW; Albert I. Mather, s. Meeting first Tuesday; election, 

January. 9 
Rural, 53, Sidney. William P. Marble, M; J. Emery Nash, sw; Herman A. 

Faught, JW; James F. Warren, s. Meeting Saturday on or before full 

moon; election, Septeniber. 1 2 

Saco, 9, Saco. Philip C. Tapley, M; VVinfield Andrews, sw; George H. 
Dyer, JWj Abram T. Lord, s. Meeting first Wednesday; election, Jan· 

uary. 19 

Saint Andrew's, 83, Bangor. Edwin Lord, M; Benj. B. :Merrill, sw; John 

M. Prilay, JW; Fred W. Adams, s. Meeting last Friday; election, De· 

cember. 6 
Saint Aspinquid, 198, York Village. George X. Thompson, Mi Daniel A. 

Stevens, sw; Allen C. Moulton, JW; Sidney E. Eldredge, s. Meeting 

Tuesday on or before full moon; election, September. 19 

Saint Croix, 46, Calais. Isaac N. Jones, M; John Lawson, sw; Charles H. 
Spooner, JW; Stephen D. Morrell, s. Meeting first Monday; eJection, 

December, St. John's Day. z 
Saint George, r6, Warren. Matthew Allan, M; Oscar E. Starrett, sw; Frank 

Hubbard, Jw; ]. L. De Mott, s. Meeting Monday on or before full 

moon; election, October. 9 

Saint John's, 51, South Berwick. Joshua E. L. Bradeen, M; Samuel H. Mil· 

ler, sv.r; Johri 0. Foss, JW; Arthur E. Muzzey, s. Meeting Monday on 

or before full moon; election, March. 19 

Saint Paul's, 82, Rockport. Robert N. Millett, M; Joseph H. Richards, sw; 

Charles J. Gregory, JW; Everett E. Fales, s. Meeting Monday on or 

before full moon; election, October. 9 
Seaside, 144, Boothbay Harbor. Dennis S. VVylie, M; Thaddeus L. Mont-

gomery, sw; Merrill A. Perkins, }\V; Henry S. Perkins, s. 
Friday; election, December. 

~eeting first 

ro 

j 
, 
I 

~ 

4 
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Sebasticook, 146, Clinton. George A. Bingham, M; Albert \V. Kimball, S\V; 

Charles W. Wheeler, JW; Ruel W. Gerald, s. Meeting Thu.rsday on or 

before full moon; election, October. 7 

Shepherd's River, 169, Brownfield. !\felville Gould, M; Charles \V. Harmon, 

sw; Hubert F. Fitch, JV•l; Frank G. Ham, s. :rvreeting Saturday on or 

before full moon; election, December. 18 

Siloam, 92, Fahfield. Chas. H. Crummett, M; B. H. Lawrence, sw; Wm. 

A. Archer, ;w; Geo. M. Chapman, s. Meeting first Thursday; election, 

])ecen1be~ 13 
Solar, 14, Bath. Walter S, Glidden, M; John Scott, S\V; N. Gratz Jack

son, JW; Albert L. Strout, s. Meeting :first Monday; election, Decem-

ber. 14 

Somerset, 34, Skowhegan. Amos K. Butler, ~ ; Elwin E. Sturtevant, S\V; ] • 

WaJlace Blunt, JW; Charles M. Lambert, s. Meeting Monday on or 

before fu11 moon; election, January. 13 
Spring\··ale, 190, Springvale. George H. Drew, 1v1; Charles. H. Ogden, Jr., S\\'; 

Howard Frost, JW; Wm. H. Wood, s. Meeting Tuesday on or before 

full moon; election, December. 23 

Standish, 70, Standish. Parker F. Paine, M; Leonard 0. Buzzell, S\V; Wm. 
)f. Martin, JW; Rufus E. Gray, s. Meeting Thursday on or before full 

moon; election, December. 17 
Star in the East, 6o, Oldtown. Charles Green, M;- Joseph Sykes, sw; Chas. 

Barnes, ;w; Clarence B. Swan, s. Meeting Monday on or before full 

moon; election, September. 6 
Star in the West, 85, Unity. E. D. Chase, M; Fred A. 'Vhitten, sw; Ben

jamin A. Fogg, JW i Reuel M. Berry, s. Meeting Tuesday on or before 

full moon; election, December. 7 
Temple, 25, Vlinthrop. Horace A. Keyes, M; Harry '\V. Stevens, sw; ]. 

Ewan Mcilroy, JW; Herbert E. Foster, s. Meeting Monday on or before 

full moon; election, September. 1 I 

Temple, 86, Westbrook. Abner L. Hawkes, M; Frank D. Robinson, sw; 

Alfred B. Vlinslow, JW; Oliver A. Cobb, s. Meeting second Wednes-

day; -election, December. 17 

Timothy Chase, 126, Belfast. Elisha H. Haney, M; John W. Knights, sw; 

Francis H. Welch, JWi Charles E. Johnson, s. !vfeetingfirst Thursday; 

election, January. 8 

Tranquil, 29, Au bum. Lavator 0. Morse, M, Murray B. '\Vatson, sw; 
Chas. L. Turgeon, ]\V; James F. Atwood, s. Meeting V\' ednesday on or 

before full moon; election, January. 24 
Tremont, 77, Southwest Harbor. George Harman, M; Samuel S. Moore, 

sw; Eben F. Richardson, J\V; William R. Keene, Manset, s. Meeting 
Thursday on or before full moon; election, December. 21 

22 G. L. 
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Trinity, IJO, Presque Isle. Leon S. Howe. M; F. S. Wiggin, sw; J. A. De 

Witt, JW; Ronaldo H. :McDonald, s. Meeting Monday on or before 

full moon; election, December. 

Tuscan, 106, Addison Point. James H. Leighton, M; Osmond A. Holmes, 

sw; Harrison N. Look, JW; Herbert W. Coffin, s. Meeting Saturday. 

on or before full moon; election, December. 3 

Tyrian, 73, Mechanic Falls. M. W. Morrell, M; E. A. Hammond, sw; C. R. 

Edgecombe, sw; Lewin Jefferies, s. Meeting Thursday on or before full 

moon; election, October. 24 

Union, JI, Union. William C. Morton, M; Edward E. Bowes, sw; Tyler S. 
Davis, JW; Charles M. Lucas, s. Meeting Thursday on or -before full 

moon; election, December. 9 

United, 8, Brunswick. Henry C. Upton, M; Hiram A. Webber, S\V i Wm. 

Louis Gahan, JWi Adelbert J. Hutchinson1 s. Meeting second Tuesday; 

election, December. 14 

Unity, 58, Thorndike. Alden ]. Vlhitney, M; Edwin Cornforth, Si.V; Lin

coln G. Monroe, JW; Albert W. \Vard, s. Meeting Thursday on or 

before full moon; election, September. 7 

Vassalboro, 54, North Vassalboro'. Joseph Wall, M; Chas. H. Lightbody, 

sw; \Villiam S. Bradley, JWi Henry A. Ewer, s. Meeting Wednesday 

on or before full moon; election, September. 12 

Vernon Valley, 99, Mt. Vernon. William T. Morrill, M; B. Ralph Cram, sw; 
Hiram A. Comstock, JW; Fred W. Foss, s. Meeting Tuesday on or 

before full moon ; election, November. 1 2 

Village, 26, Bowdoinham. Franklin K. Jack, M; George H. Blodgett, sw; 
Anson P.M. Given, JW; Frank H. Purinton, s. Meeting \Vednesday on 

or before full moon; election, October. q 
Warren, 2, East Machias. Millard H. VViswell, ~~; Elmer E. Gardner, sw; 

John F. Gaddis, JW; Harry !vi. Gardner, s. Meeting Tuesday on or 
before full moon; election, December 27th. 3 

Warren Phillips, 186, Cumberland Mills. King S. Raymond, "; Henry S. 
Cobb, sw i Fred A. Cole, JW; A1mon N. Waterhouse, s. Meeting first 

Wednesday; election, October. 17 
\\rash burn, 193, Washburn. Robert W. Chapman, M; Henry Vnlder, sw; 

John L. Woodman, JW; Edward M. Hines, s. Meeting \Ve~nesday on 
or before fuU moon; election, December. 1 

Washington,- 37) Lubec. Irvin W. Case, M; Robert G. McBride1 sw; Vlm. 
"Merriam, JW; F. Guilford Norton, s. Meeting first VVednesday; elec-

tion, December. 2 

Waterville, 33, Waterville. Cyrus V\l, Davis, M; John H. Burleigh, sw; 
John E. Kelson, JW; Anson 0. Libby, s. Meeting Monday on or before 

full moon; election, Decembt:r. 12 
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Webster, 164, Sabattus. Fred A. Richardson, M; Vli11iam H. Wright, sw; 

John F. Hirst, JW; Judson Eangs, s. Meeting Thursday on or next 

before full moon; election, December. 24 

Whitney, 167, Canton. Asia F. Hayford, M; John N. Faye, sw; Arthur J. 
Foster, JW; Herbert J. DeShon, s. Meeting first Thursday; election, 

September. 15 
\Vilton, I s6, \Vilton. Leon A. Bump, M; Edgar c. Bump, sw j Charles H. 

Smart, JW; Fred E. Trefethen, s. Meeting Wednesday week of full 
moon; election, September. 15 

··winter Harbor, 19:2, Winter Harbor. C. H. Davis, M; Hilliard G. Smallidge, 
sw; C. L. Crabtree, JW; B. Frank Sumner, s. Meeting first Y..,T ednesday; 

election, January. 21 

York, 22, Kennebunk. William Titcomb, M; Charles R. Littlefield, sv,r; 

George G. H. Randall, j\V; George A. Gi1patric, s. Meeting :Monday 

on or before full moon i eJection, December. 19 

Yorkshire, 179, North Berwick. James 0. McCorrison, M;. A Ina L. Getchell, 

sw; Frank U. Grover, JW; Brainerd S. Drake, s. :Meeting Jast Friday i 

election, December. 19 

• 
ADDRESSES. 

ALFRED S. KIMRALL, Gr'l!'d llfaster, Norway, Me. 

MARQUIS F. KING, Grattd Treasurer, Portland, Me. 

STEPHEN BERRY, Grattd Secretary, Portland, Me. 

JoSIAH H. DRUMMOND, Portland, Me. 

Chairman if Committee Ott Foreign Correspondmce. 
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Proceedings of the 

PERMANENT $ MEMBERS. 

M. W. JosiAH H. DRUMMOND, Portland, 

~~ILLIAM P. PREBLE, New 'Brighton, N.Y., 

EDWARD P. BuRNHAM, Saco, 

CHARLES I. CoLLAMoRE, Bangor, 

MA.RQUIS F. KING, Portland, 

WILLIAM R. G. ESTES, Skowhegan, 
FESSENDEN I. DA-Y, Lewiston, 

FJ>ANK E. S!-EEPER, Sabattus, 

.t\.LBRo E. CHAI:)E, Port1and, 

HENRY R. TAYLOR, Machias, 

HO!<ACE H. 'BURBANK, Saco, 

AUGUSTUS B. FARNHA-M1 Bangor, 

JoaEPH A. LocKE, Portland, 

Wl~FIELD s. CHOA-TE, Augusta, 
R. w. GUSTAVUS F, SAR,GEN'l', Boston, 

THADDEUS R. SIMONTON, Camden, 

" SUMNER J. CHADBOURNE, Augusta, 

]OHN B. REDMA-N, Ellsworth, 

]OSEPH M. HAYES, Bath, .. LEANDER M. KENNISTON, Camden, 

" MANLY G. TRASK, :Bangor, • 
" DANIEL P. BoYNTON, Monmouth, 

" GEORGE R. SHAW, Portland, 
HERBERT HARRis, Bangor, 

ALBERT M. PENLEY, Auburn, 

" ALFRED S. KIMBALL, Norway, 

" ELMER P. SPOFFORD, Deer Isle, 

\\'ILLIAM ) • BURNHAM, Lewisitn, 
JAMES E. PARSONS, Ellsworth,· 

JoHN W. BALLOU, Bath, 

A. M. WETHERBEE, Warren, 
EDWIN HowARD·VosE, Calais, 

ARCHIE LEE TALBOT, Lewiston, 

GOODWIN R. WILEY, Bethel, 

AUGUSTUS BAILEY, Gardiner, 

BENJAMIN AMES, Thorndike, 

WILFORD J. FISHER, Eastporf, 

SAMUJ!:L G. DAVIS, Denmark, 

[May, 

P. G.K 

P.S.G. W. 

,, 

P. ].G. W. 

j 

J 
I 
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R. W. ALGERNON M. RoAK, 

EDMUND B. MALLET, 

SAMUEL L. MILLER, 

HOWARD D. SMITH, 

WM. FREEMAN LORD, 

GUSTAVUS H. CARGILL, 

MosEs TArT, 

BENJAMIN L. HADLEY, 

ENOCH 0. GREENLEAF, 

MILLARD :M. CASWELL, 

:FRANKLIN R. REDLON, 

JoHN H. McGoRRILL, 

Auburn, 

Freeport, 

Waldoboro, 

Norway, 
Auburn, 

Liberty, 

Calais, 

Bar Harbor, 

Farmington, 

Bridgton, 

Portland, 

Fairfield, 

P. J. G. W. 

------------+------------

PERMANENT . f\Er\BER5 . DECEASED. 

M. W. WILLIAM KING, P.G. 
Sn!ON GREENLEAF, 
WILLIAM SWAN, 
CHARLES FOX, 
SAMUEL FESSENDEN, 
ROBERT P. DUNLAP, 
NATHANIEL COFFii'ol, 
REUEL WASHBURN, 
ABNER R THOMPSON, 
HEZEKIAH WILLIAMS, " 
THOMAS W. SMITH, 

JOHN T. PAINE, 
ALEX'R H. PUTNEY, 

JOSEPH C. STEVENS, 
JOHN C. HUMPHREYS, 
FREEMAN BRAFORD, 
TIMOTHY CHASE, 
JOHN MILLER, 
JABEZ TRUE, 
HIRAM CHASE, 

TIMOTHY J. MURRI\.Y, 
JOH,-.r H. LYNDE, 

DAVID CI\.RGILL, 
ALBERT MOORE, 

R.W PELEG SPRAGUE, P.D.G. 

AMOS NOURSE, 
DAVID C. MAGOUN, 

ASAPH R. NICHOJ.S, 

JAMES M. CHILD, 

ELISHA HARDING, 

M. 

M. 

R. W. SAM. L. VALENTINE, P. D. G. M. 

JOHN J .. BELL, 
GEORGE THACHER, P. S. G. W. 
JOHN L. MEGQUIER, 
JOEL MILLER, 
EZRA B. FRENCH, 

WILLIAM ALLEN, 
ISAAC DOWNING, 
DAVID BUGBEE, 
EDMUND B. HINKLEY, 

F. LORING TALBOT, 

WILLIAM 0. POOR, 
ARLJNGT'N B. MARSTO~," 

WILLIAM H. SMITH, 
J. W. MITCHELL, P. J. G. W. 
REUBEN NASON, 
FRYE HALL, 
STEPHEN WEBBER, . 

WILLIAM SOMERBY, 
THOMAS B. JOHNSTON, " 
WILLIAM KIMBALL, 
JOHN WILJ.JAMS, 
STEPHEN B. DOCKHAM, " 
OLIVER GERRISH, 
JOSEPH COVELL, 
FRA~CIS J. DAY, 

THOMAS K. OSGOOD, 
HENRY H. DICKEY, 

CHARLES W. HANEY. 
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:fBretbren lDte~ lDurfng tbe mear, 

FROi'1 MA:RCH I, 1900, TO MARCH 1, 1901. 

THO~E MARKED II WRKE RETURNED AS llGRIED WITH MAsONIC RITES. 

Portland, Portland. Albert Webb, March 8; Richard Sheppard, March 

9; Charles L. Milliken, June r6; John H. Hall, Nov. 5; George P. 

Gross, Nov. 24; Edward K. Guenthner, Jan. 30. 
2 Warren, East Machias. Ernest R. Phipps,* Dec. I 4· 

4 Hancock, Castine. John Co11ins, June 4· 

5 Kennebec, Hallowell. William C. Fuller, March 23; Roberts Minard, 

July 12; John Grigg, Feb. 18. 
6 Amity, Camden. VVilliam D. Clark, March 8; William H. Bickmore, 

May 27, aged 62, at Augusta; Grant Scott, Ju)y, at Marine Hos

pital, Boston, Mass.; VVilliam H. Knight, Feb. 25, in Boston. 

Eastern, Eastport. George M. Green,* March g, aged 59i WilHam C. 

Newcomb,* May 24; Elias Kenney, Sept. 12. 

8 United, Brunswick. Chas. J. Gilman, Feb. 5· A R. A. Mason, a 32° 

A. A. S. R., an ex-member of Congress and a lover of the Craft. 

9 Saco, Saco. Edward R. Bradbury, June r7; William S. Wakefield, July 
15; John T. G. Nichols, Oct. 16; Samuel Smith, Dec. z6. 

to Rising Virtue, Bangor. George W. Snow, June IS, the eldest member; 

George W. Gorham, June zo; George L. Rideout, Dec. 22; John 

B. P. Wheelden, Feb. I; Bushrod W. Wellington, Feb. 22. 

I 1 Pythagorean, Fryeburg. VVilliam C. Towle, Oct. I, Past Master and 

beloved brother; Charles H. Tibbetts, Nov. 15; Holden E. Nevers, 

April 6. 

I2 Cumberland, New Gloucester. Parker W. Sawyer, May 19. 

IJ Oriental, Bridgton. Charles E. Fessenden, Oct. 27. 

14 Solar, Bath. Daniel W. Eastman, March 9, in Richmond; James P. 

Marshall, March JO, in Brewer; Frederick Klippell, April I 4; C. L. 

Owen Smith, Nov. 19; JohnS. Wiggin, Nov. 23; John H. Schott
lier, Dec. 7; Samuel ]. WilJiants, Feb. 6, at Boston, !\r[ass. 

l 
t 
I 
' 

l 
j 
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IS Orient, Thomaston. John S. Turner, June IS; William K. Bickford, 

Sept. z8; William A. Campbell, Oct. 3; David J. Hodgman, Jan. 1; 

Thomas R. Hewett. 

16 St. George, V·larren. James M. Studley,* July 10, a good mason, citizen, 

and church member. 

17 Ancient Land-Mark, Portland. Payson Tucker, Aprilz7, buried by Port

land Commandery; John \V. Dyer,* June 17; Joseph H. \iVebster, 

Nov. 5; Augustine D. Smith,* Jan. 17; Joseph S. Ricker, Jan I7; 

Fritz H. Twitchell, Feb. 4; Charles E. Snow,* Feb. q, Past Master; 

Joseph Y. Hodson, Feb. 24, buried by. Portland Commandery; Ed

win A. Fessenden, Feb. z8, buried by Portland Commandery. 

18 Oxford, Norway. John L. Hom,* April zo; DavidS. Andrews, Feb. 2: 

Joseph E. Long. 

19 Felicity, Bucksport. Alfred Smith, Oct. 16. 

21 Oriental Star, Livermore Falls. Ellis Ripley, Jan. 22. 

22 York, Kennebunk. George L. Little, Oct. 11, Past Master. 

24 Phrenix, Belfast. Thomas Taylor, March 19; Hiram Chase,* April 5, 
Past Grand Master, buried by Grand Lodge; George J. Brown, June 

14; Isaac M. Boardman, July 4; John T. Lawry, August II, at 

Quincy, Mass.; \\<"'illiam C. Tuttle, Jan. 17; Edwin A. Staples, Feb. 

26. 

2 5 Temple, Winthrop. Charles C. Stackpole, August 16; Cephas Morton, 

Oct. 20. 

z6 Village, Bowdoinham. John N. Woodworth, March 3; James B. Pratt, 
March 31; Abram A. Comish, May 8; John \V. Tarbox, May zz; 

Ivory T. Allen, May 27; Chas. H. Blagdon, Jan 24. 

27 Adoniram, Limington. Frank A. Hobson, Jan. 8. 

z8 Northem Star, :Korth Anson. John Heald,* April 15; Eugene F. Col· 

lins,* June 8; John W. Churchill,* Nov. 27. 
29 Tranquil, Auburn. Albert Haskell,* March 24; Albert Sutherland,* 

March 28; Byron S. Philoon,* March 31; Jerome B. Hunton,* April 

JO. 
30 Blazing Star, Rumford Falls. Charles B. Abbot, March 19; Charles F. 

Wheeler, July 16; Nathan S. Farnum, Nov. 17, Past Master. 

JI Union, Union. Moses Bowes,* April 8. 

32 Hermon, Gardiner. H. K. Newbert, June 3; George W. Howe, July 

24; Robert T. Hayes, Aug. 24; Marcellus Hunt, Aug. 29; John J. 
McKenna, Sept. 9; B. M. Turner, Oct. 25; "William Vliley, Dec. 24; 

s. w. Andrews, January 5i Donald Sutherland, Feb. II; John C. 

Blair, Feb. zo. 
33 VVaterville, \~laterville. James G. Young, June II; Addison Dolley, 

Sept. 6; Isaac Peavey, Jan. 1, in 1\!Iassachusetts, for 45 years a mem

ber; Howard A. Clifford, Feb. 3· 
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34 Somerset, Skowhegan. William Tucker, Sept. 4, Past Master; Thomas 

J. Calder, Sept. 7; Newell W. Brainerd, Nov. 9; Samuel W. Law· 

ton, Jan. 11; James H. Lord, Jan. zo, 

35 Bethlehem, Augusta. George Cowee, Jan. 27. 

36 Casco, Yarmouth. Benjamin Oakes, Aug. 25, eldest member; Monroe 

Stoddard, I\~ov. g, Past Master; Lewis Gurney, Jan. z8. 

37 Washington, Lubec. Henry P. Dewey, June 29; John C. Talbot, Aug. 

29 ; Hiram Comstock; N e1son Guptil. 

38 Harmony, Gorham. Thomas A. Fields, Feb. 7· 

39 Penoqscot, Dexter. W.L. Mabbett, April 28. 

40 Lygonia. AJlen C. Holt,* March 21; Ira P. VVitham,* May 22; Alvah 

K. Wo'Jdward,* Feb. IJ; Henry A. Smith, Feb. 21. 

41 Morning Star, Litchfield. Henry A. Blackwell, July. 

42 Freedom, Limerick. Ephraim Durgin, June 17; Edwin A. Sadler, Feb. 

r5. 
43 Alna, Damariscotta. George W. David, Dec. 16; in San Francisco, 

Cal.; John G. Barstow, Feb. z8, aged 82. 

44 Piscataquis, Milo. Isaac S. Leonard, June r4; Albinaus L. Pierce. 

45 Central, China. John P. Perkins, Xovember; John Taylor, Jan. Jl, 
Past Master. 

46 St. Croix, Calais. Thomas T. Johnson, in Denver, Col., in 1898; How· 

ard E. Burrill,* Oct 19; Alex. S. Morrison, Oct. 28. 

47 Dunlap, Biddeford. Francis G. Warren, April 2; Charles Church, April 

2; Frank H. Cousins, April II; Julius Cohen, Sept. 8; Chas. S. 

Hamilton, Sept. 30; Thomas L. Merrill, Dec. 5; Charles A. Haines, 

] an. 15; Richard M. Johnson, :Feb. ro. 

48 Laiayette, Readfield. Augustus R. Turner, lost in steamer Portland, 

Nov. 27, r899; David Dudley, June ro; ]. Eugene Lewis, June. 

49 Meridian Splendor, Newport. Oliver B. Rowe, April 12; Alonzo D. 

Chandler, December. 

50 Aurora, Rockland. David Boyd,* March 7, clergyman; Moses Canary,* 

April 18; George W. Kimball, June 22; Henry L. Poland,* Sept. 

~5; WilliamS. Wright,* Oct. 25; William Fish, Feb. 8; Mia! Mors· 

man, at Union; 'Vm. G. Grant, at Matinicus Island. 
51 Saint John's, South Berwick. Dennis Ferguson, March 3; Emery B. 

Moulton, ~larch 12; Enoch ·G. Adams, Nov. 4· 

52 Mosaic, Foxcr~ft. Obed Towne, March 2; 'Villiam F. Sampson, Feb. 

28. 

54 Vassalboro, North Vassalboro. Edward Buck, April 4· 

45 Fraternal, Alfred. Willis J. Linscott, April; Joseph Hobb."i, October. 

56 Mount Moriah, Denmark. "\Villiam L. Davis; Edmund P. Ingalls, April 

26; Joseph Bennett, Jan. 2 r. 
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57 King Hiram, Dixfield. Samuel B. Knight. Feb. 1. 

6o Star in .the East, Oldtown. John Newbegin, April4; Melville M. Fol

som,* June 22; Charles Viw'. Lowell, Dec. 4· 

61 King Solomon's, Waldoboro. Jacob P. Davis, in 1898; Isaac "\V. V{atts, 

March 29; Harvey C. Hyer, Jan. 23. 

6z King David's, Lincolville. Emilus Hill, ~arch 31. 

63 Richmond, Richmond. James H. Webber, March zo; Benjamin F. Stet-

son, Jan .. •s-Raised March JI, 1854· 

64 Pacfic, Exeter. Char1es H. Carpenter, Aug. 6, 

65 Mystic, Hampden. L. D. Conant, April 4; Ray R. Cooper, Dec. 19. 

66 Mechanic's, 66, Orono. Nathan Allen. 

67 Blue :Mountain, Phillips. Willie H. Burnell, Jan. 22, at Leed's Junction. 

68 Mariners', Searsport. Samuel Curtis, August, at Brunswick, Ga.; Isaac 

George,* August; George McClure, August. 

70 Standish, Standish. John R.- Hutchinson, Nov. 21. 

]I Rising Sun, Orland. Thomas G. Saunders, April 30; Fred W. Leach, 

June I6. 
72 Pioneer, Ashland. Dearbon F. Bearce, Feb. I I. 

73 Tyrian, Mechanic Falls. G. W. Sholes,* July 20, Past Master, buried 

by Portland Lodge; N. 0. Downing,* Feb. I], was Chaplain several 

years; Jason Walker,* March 6, 1901. 

74 Bristol, Bristol Mills. Isaac V\'. :Fountain. 

7 5 Plymouth, Plymouth. William H. Hammond, March; Ara D. Miles, 

March 29, killed on railroad in New Mexico; William H. Merrill,* 
May. 

76 Arundel, Kennebunkport. Charles W. Huff, Aug. 13; Francis A. Tripp, 

Jan. 5; James H. Tripp, Feb. 15. The latter was an honorary and 

the eldest member of the lodge, aged &j; Francis A. was his son, 

and Chas. Vl. Huff, his grandson-three generations. 

77 Tremont, South West Harbor. William H. Thurston, Aug. 4; Benj. 

E. Hodgdon, October; Herbert N. Morong, Nov. 8; Colin McRay. 

78 Crescent, Pembroke. Joseph \Vilder,* June 13; William Tarbell, De

cem her, at Calais; Lowell Elward, Jan. 6, at Gloucester, Mass. 

79 Rockland, Rockland. Isiah A. Jones, April 20; Edwarc,l F. Leach, May 

24; Hiram Berry, _Aug. 14; George 11. Torrey, Oct. 16; Joseph 

. Ham, Nov. 17; Daniel G. Morey, Nov. 29; Oliver A. Clark, Jan. 

18; Thomas A. Wentworth, FeQ. 2. 

~h Atlantic, Portland. Cyrus S. King, Nov. 2, 1899; Rufus H. Hinkley, 

March 5 i James G. McFarland, March 22 ; Charles D. Thomes,* 

May 7; George B. Lane,* August; Almon V. Thompson,* Jan. 28; 

Thomas J. \Vinslow,* Feb. 3; Ruel S. Maxcy. 

82 Saint Paul, Rockport. Edward Philbrook,* March 22 ; William D. 
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Carleton,* April r; William H. Trim, December, lost at sea; John 

S. Foster, Feb. zr; Frank P. Shepherd, Feb. z6. 

83 Saint Andrew's, Bangor. Gardner Bragdon, May 22; Nathaniel L. 

Swett, Oct. z6; Charles J. Burr, Feb. 9· 

84 Eureka, Tenant's Harbor. William Clark, July 26; Nathan Bachelder, 

Sept. 27. 

85 Star in the West, Unity. Benj. P. Rollins, May; Lemuel B. Fogg, June 

16; E. R. Parkman, November; Eleazer K. Adams, Jan. r; Con

sider A. Knowles, January 2; Otis Cornforth, January. 

86 Temple, Westbrook. Lewis P. 'Varren, June 24, aged 8z yrs. ro mos. 

Charter and honorary member; Master in 1864 and 1865; first Junior 

Deacon under· dispensation. 

87 Benevolent, Carmel. Isaac W. Merriman, April 13; Daniel W. Sylves-

ter, July 2. 

88 Narraguagus, Cherryfield. Nahum A. Bartlett, Nov. 24. 

89 Island, Islesboro. Emory N. Bunker, March 25; '\Villiam H. Freeman. 

91 Harwood, Machias. Charles '\V. Robinson,* Dec. 1 ; James McCabe,* 

Jan. 19; Sanford A. Clark, Feb. 16. 

92 Siloam, Fairfield. William Cain, April 7; Alfred Swett, I une 5; James 

C. Gage, July 16; WiJliam F. Nutt, Aug. 30. 

93 Horeb, Lincoln. Harrison Piper, July 1 z, Past Master; Thomas \\'. 

Porter, Dec. r6, Past Master. 

94 Paris, South Paris. Z. C. Perry, April, I 899; Elisha F. Stone, May r r. 

95 Corinthian, Hartland. Thomas Smiley; Obediah '\Villiams, Sept. 28, 

1898. 
g6 Monument, Houlton. Merchant Philbrick,* August; Si1as T. Plummer,* 

Nov. 5· 
97 Bethel, Bethel. John F. Allen, Aug. 15; Joseph F. Barden, Sept. 8, in 

the hurricane at Galveston, Texas. 

98 Katahdin, Patten. Charles H. Dudley, July; Eben F. Dinsmore, July; 

Fred E. Arnold, Feb. z6. 

99 Vernon Valley, Mount Vernon. Alvin G. '\Vhittier, Sept. 5; Oscar M. 

Wells. 

101 Nezinscot, Turner. Charles A. French, May 5; Levi B. Perry, Aug. 9, 

Past Master; Daniel Lara, Jan. 3· 

102 Marsh River, Brooks. James H. Webber, May 21. 

103 Dresden, Dresden Mills. Leonard B. Gahan, May 24. 

105 Ashlar, Lewiston. Jotham P. Norton, Feb. 24, 1900; George B. Moore, 

Aug. 23 i Jacob M. Mace, Dec. 12; George H. Benson, Jan. 2. 

106 Tuscan, Addison. Daniel H. Lamson, Dec. 20, killed in the -wreck of his 
ship on the coast of Virginia. 

107 Day Spring, West Newfield .. Thomas Mitchell; Fred L. Burstch, June 

j 
~ 

' 

' 



' \ 
' 

rgor.] Grand Lodge of Mazne. 33'3 

to, murdet"edi Geo~ W. Goodwin, June 10, murdered; Ivory S. 
Loud, Dec. 8, aged 58, a resident of Wakefield, N.H., and Chairman 

of Selectmen. 

109 Mount Kineo, Guilford. Robinson Turner, Feb. 9· 

IIO 

III 

I I 2 

'113 

II4 

ITS 

I I 7 

nS 
121 

I23 

Monmouth, Monmouth. Charles H. Foster,* May 9; John M. Turner,* 

Dec. 5· 
Liberty, Liberty. Fred L. 'Vaterhouse, Nov. 2. 

Eastern Frontier, Fort Fairfield. James S. Stevens, Dec. 23, Past Master. 

Messalonskee, Oakland. J. V\'esley Gilman,* Jan. 17, aged 57) Past 

Master, Pa.<;t D. D. G. M., honorary member, and for 13 years Secre

tary. 

Polar Star, Bath, James C. How, Jr., April 12; Henry G. Malmstein, 

April z8 i William II. Higgins, June 22; James :F. Manion, July 12; 

John Carr, Aug. I 5; Arthur Sewall, Sept. S· 

Buxton, ".,.est Buxton. Charles E. Weld, July 19, Senior Past Master. 

Greenleaf, Cornish. Roscoe G. Smith, June 25, for many years Secre

tary; Cyrus K. VVard, Jan. 4· 

Drummond, Parsonsfield. George P. Davis, March 24. 

Acacia, Durham. Isaac S. Brown, "May; Everson R. Miller, Sept. 3 ; 
Alfred Lunt, Feb. 8. 

:Franklin, New Sharon. Jacob Chandler, April 15; John E. Johnson, 

November; Frank H. Folsom, December. 

124 Olive Branch,· Charleston. Henry R. Rilpey, Nov. ro; Will S. Hall, 

Feb. I2. 

125 Meridian, Pittsfield. Joseph T. Davis, Dec. 14, frozen to death in woods 

111 Detroit, Me. 

126 Timothy Chase, Belfast. John C. Conden, March 8; Q,\·en G. White, 

April 3; Calvin Hervey, Oct. 17; Frederick W. Francis, Oct. 30. 

127 Presumpscot, North Windham. Daniel H. Chipman,* Dec. 27. 

128 Eggemoggin, Sedgwick. Charles A. Dean, April 7; Wyer G. Sargent; 

Eben B. Smith, October; Giles J. Webber, Aug. 22. 

129 Quantabacook, Searsmont. Harry Thompson, July 17; Llewellyn L. 

Cross, July 22. 
IJO Trinity, Presque Isle. Geo. B. \Vellington,* March 13; Freeman Good

hue,* April 10; John A. Stewart, August 19; Lester DV~'inell; G. 

H. Freeman, Jan. 10. 

132 Mount Tir'em, 'Vaterford. Samuel J. Marr,* April 10 i Joel S. Sawyer, 

Jan. 8. 

'33 Asylum, Wayne. Willard M. Taylor. 

135 Riverside, Jefferson. Charles F. Choate, Oct. 10. 

137 Kenduskeag, Kenduskeag. Frank W. Clement, Sept. 16, Master in r88r. 
138 Lewey's Island, Princeton. David Dresser, March 4; Daniel T. Bel-

more, Jan. 24; James W. Wilson, in British Columbia. 
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140 Mount Desert, Mount Desert. James N. Branscom, June 4; Selden 

Brown, Nov. 18. 

141 Augusta, Augusta. Elisha F. Blackman, Dec. 6. 

142 Ocean, Wells' Depot. Owen M. DaYis,* Aug. 11. 

'43 Preble, Sanford. Judson B. Neal, Oct. 8. 
144 Seaside, Boothbay Harbor. George B. D_unton,* March 14. 

145 Moses Webster, Vinalhaven. \Villiam E. Avery, Dec. rz, 1899; Richard 

Tutton, Sept. 30; E. C. Smith, Dec. zo; Edward Lane, Feb. 11. 

'146 Sebasticook, Clinton. Manly P. Sanderson, May 7· 

147 Evening Star, Buckfield. Benjamin F. Carey, June 26. 
148 Forest, Springfield. Orelus Stevens, Dec. ZJ. 

149 Doric, Monson. William G. Jones,* Sept. r8; Laurin A. Bartlett,* Sept. 

21; Carroll B. Sturtevant,* Feb. zz. 
150 Rabboni, Lewiston. L. E. Timberlake, March; W. C. Darrah, June 4; 

). L. Hayes, Jan. I ; W. C. Gould, Feb. r7. 

151 Excelo:;ior, Northport. Freeman Crockett, Nov. 12, aged So yrs. 8 mos. 

2 days, Past Master and a constant attendant at lodge until old age. 

Lodge attended funeral in a body. 

154 Mystic Tie, Vleld. Harper C. McKeen, Aug. 23. 

156 WiltOn, \\,.ilton. ~~illiam N. Leavitt, Aug. z6; Isaiah Y. Jones, Jan. 27. 

r58 Anchor, South Bristol. Elijah Foster, Feb. 16, aged 85. Had been a 

member thirty years, and will be greatly missed. 

160 Parian, Corinna. B. F. Andrews, April 15; Aaron Cobum, Dec. ro. 

161 Carrabassett, canaan. MelviJie B. Blake. 

163 Pleasant River, Brownville. H. C. Martin, physician. 

165 Webster, Sabattus. Thaddeus C. Billings,* April f?. 

167 Whitney, Canton. Gideon Ellis, June 19. 
168 Composite, La Grange. Joseph P. Rogers, July 20, in Bangor; Albert 

H. Weymouth, Dec. I 5, in Howland. 

169 Shepherd's River, Brownfield. David S. Patten, Dec. 16. 

170 Caribo~, Caribou. Fred S. Smith, Feb. 13. 

171 Naskeag, Brooklin. Adelbert P. Kane, Aug. 1, Senior Past Master and 

second Master of lodge. 

172 Pine Tree, Mattawamkeag. Charles M. Trott, May 10; Chas. A. Smith,* 

Jan. 7; Abram B. Brown,* Jan. 25, a charter member. 

173 Pleiades, Milbridge. Andrew R. Perkins. 

r74 Lynde, Hermon. Liberty Wetherbee, Feb. '3· 
175 Baskahegan, Danforth. Alexanaer W. Good·win, Aug. 6, at Vanceboro, 

buried at Detroit. 

177 Rising Star, Penobscot. David B. Gray, July 6; Benj. H. Gray, Aug. 

2 r; Joseph G. Dunbar,* Nov, 5· 
178 Ancient Brothers', Auburn, G. M. Atkins, April; C. G. Sturgis, April; 

E. 0. Wells, May 25. 
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1 So Hiram, South Portland. \Villiam R. K. Hamilton, April 6 ; Stephen 

Scamman, Sept. 17, Secretary and Past Master; Eliphalet C. Robin

son, Oct. 1 I. 

182 Granite, 'it\r est Paris. VVilliam C. Mooney, March 30. 

183 Deering, Portland. Albion Blackstone,* April 5; Myron E. Moore, Nov. 

22; George W. Leighton, Nov. 27. 

184 Naval, Kittery. :Frank E. Rowell, Jan. z6, Past Master. 

185 Bar Harbor, Bar Harbor, Medville L. ChadOOurne,* Jan. z8, at Col-

orado Springs, Colorado. Body brought home and buried with 

masonic honors. 
186 Warren Phillips, Cumberland Mills. Robert McCloskey, Jan. 7· 

187 Ira Berry, Eluehill, John A. Miller, March 25. 
189 Knox, South Thomaston. H. S. Sweetland, January z6, for many years 

Treasurer. 
190 Sprin~·ale, Springvale. John Fe'rguson,* March 30; George Jellison,* 

April I 5 ; George Smith,* Sept. 1. 

191 Davis, Strong. George ,V. Keen, Feb.-4. 

192 Winter Harbor, ¥linter Harbor. J. \V. Temple, May 20; T. H. Small· 

idge, Dec. I 4· 

194 Euclid, Madison. John Tinkham, April. 

I95 Reliance, Stonington. George G. Gillan, J\.'larch 30. 

196 Bay View, East Boothbay. Thomas Gould,* March 27; Albion P. 

Hodgdon,* Dec. 1 5· 
zoz Mount Bigelow. Flagstaff .. \Vinfi.eld S. Emery, about May 1, went away 

to some camp alone and died there. 

203 Mount Olivet, Washington. Thomas S. Bowden, July I, a Past Master 

~ of Riverside Lodge. 

, 



' 

INSCRIBED 

TO THE MEMORY 

OF 

M. W. John F. McCormick, 
Past Orand Master of the Orand Lodge of flississippi, 

and 

Orand Representative of the Orand Lodge of Maine. 

Died at l)Hoxi, J\prH 10, 1900. 

"After the burden, the blissful mead; 

After the Right, the downy nest; 
After the furrow, the waking seed; 

After the shadowy river, re.rt." 
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LODGES .At IN 
With dates of Precedence and Charter. 

t Charter surreudered. 

LODGE. 

I Portland, 
2 \Varren, 
3 Jjncoln, 
4 Hancock, 
5 Kennebec, 
6 Amity, 
7 Eastern, 
8 United, 
9 Saco, 

10 Rising Virtue, 
I 1 Pythagorean, 
12 Cumberland, 
13 Oriental, 
14 Solar, 
15 Orient, 
16 St. George, 
17 Ancient Landmark, 
IS Oxford, 
19 Felicity, 
20 Maine, 
21 Oriental Star, 
22 York, 
2 3 }'reeport, 
24 Phcenix, 
25 Temple, 
z6 Village, 
27 Adoniram, 
28 Northern Star, 
29 Tranquil, 
30 Blazing Star, 
31 Union, 
32 Hermon, 
33 Waterville, 
34 Somerset, 
35 Bethlehem, 
36 Casco, 
37 Washington, 
38 Harmony, 
39 Penobscot, 
40 Lygonia, 
41 Morning Star, 
42 Freedom, 
43 Alna, 
44 .Piscataquis, 

:!: Charter-re-issued. 

LOCATION. 

!
Portland, 
East Machias, 
~Wiscasset, 
iCastine, 
Hallowell, 
Camden, 
Eastport, 
Brunswick, 
Saco, 
Bangor, 
Fryeburg, 
X ew Gloucester, 
Bridgton, 
Bath, 
, Thomaston, 
I Warren, 
Portland. 
N.orn~ay, 

Bucksport, 
Farmington, 
Livermore, 
Kennebunk, 
Freeport, 
Belfast, 
Vlinthrop, 
Bowdoinham, 
Limington, 
North Anson, 
Auburn, 
Rumford, 
Union, 
Gardiner, 
'Waterville, 
Skowhegan, 
Augusta, 
Yarmouth, 
Lubec, 
Gorham, 
Dexter, 
Ellsworth, 

I

. Litchfield, 
Limerick, 
A Ina, 
Milo, 

§Revoked. ,-r Consolidated. 

DATE OF I DATE 
PRECEDENCE. OF CHAi.fER. 

March 30, 1769. March 30, 1769. 
Sept. 10, 1778. Sept. 10, 1778. 
June I, 1792. June 1, 1792. 
June 9, 1 794· June 9, I ~94· 
March 14, 1796. March 14, 1796. 
:March ro, r8or. March 10, r8o1. 
June 8, I80I. June 8, r8ot. 
Dec. 14, I8oi. Dec. 14, 18oi. 
June q, 18oz. June r6, 1802. 
Sept. 13, 1802. Sept. r6, 1802. 
June IJ, I8o3. June 13, I803. 
June IJ, I8o3. June 13, I803. 
.March 12, r804 . .March 12, r8o4. 
Sept. 10, 18o4. Sept. 10, r8o4. 
Sept. 10, rSos. Sept. 10, rSos. 
March 10, r8o6. :darch 10, 18o6. 
June ro, I8o6. June ro, x8o6. 
Sept. 14, I8o7. Sept. q, I8o7. 
!\larch I 4, 1809. March 14, 1809. 
June IJ, r8og. Jan. 13, r81o. 
June 13, r8u. June 13, r8II. 
March 9, I813. March 9, I8lJ. 
Sept. 13, 1814. Sept. 13, r8I4. 
Sept. 9, I8r6. Dec. 30, I8I6. 
Sept. 8, r8r7. Oct. 6, r8r7. 
June 9, 1817. Sept. 16, 18I7. 
Sept. 9, r8I8. Sept. Io, 18r8. 
Dec. g, r8r8. Dec. 15, 1818. 
Dec. 9, r8I8. Dec. 9• r8r8. 
March ro, 1819. March q, 1819. 
Dec. 27, I819. AprilS, I820. 
June 23, 1820. June 23, 1820. 
June 27, 18zo. June 27, 1820. 
Jan. II, 1821. Jan. 1.1, 18,21. 
July I2, 1821. May 3• 1866.) 
Oct. 1 I, 1821. Oct. 24, 1821. 
Jan. 10, 1822. Jan. 24, 1822. 
Jan. 10, 1822. Jan. 24, 1822. 
Jan. 10, 1822. Jan. 24, 1822. 
April II, 1822. April n, 1822. 
July I I, I8zz. July I6, I822. 
Jan. II, 1823. Jan. 14, 1823. 
Jan. 1 I, I823. Jan. 14, 1823. 
Oct. 9, I82J. Oct. z8, r823. 
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j 

• LODGE. J,OCATJON. 
DATE OF I DATE 

PRECEDE!'!"CE. OF CHARTER. 
-·--

45 Central, China, April 8, I824. April 8, 1824. 
46 St. Croix, Calais, May 29, I84S· May 29, I845· 
47 Dunlap, BiddefQrd, Jan. 13, 1826. Jan. JO, 1826. 
48 Lafayette, Readfield, Jan. IJ, I826. May 20, I8so.t 
49 Meridian Splendor, Newport, July 13, I8z6. July I8, I8z6. 
so Aurora, Rockland. July I8, I826. May 9, I87z.t 
51 St. John's, South Berwick, Jan. 12, r827. Feb. IJ, I827. ~ 52 Mosaic, Foxcroft, April 12, r827. July r6, 1827. 
53' R.ural, Sidney, April I 2, I 827. July 25, I827. 
54 Vassalborough, No. Vassalboro', April 12, r8z7. May JI, I827. ~ 55 Fraternal, Alfred, Jan. ro, 1828. Jan. 10, 1828. 

56 Mount Moriah, Denmark, Jan. ro, 1828. Jan. 23, I828. j 57 King Hiram, Dixfield, April ro, 1828. May 9, I872.t 
58 Unity, Thorndike, April ro, r8z8. May I5, 1828. I 59 Mount Hope, Hope, Jan. 25, I848. May 4, I848. t 
6o Star in the East, Oldtown, Feb. 23, 1848. May 5, I848. 
61 King Solomon's, Waldoboro', April 4, I849· Feb. 5• I855·t i 
6z King David's, Lincolnville, June I6, I849· Jan. IJ, I85o. ~ 
63 Richmond, Richmond, Jan. r, 185o. May 10, r85o. 
64 Pacific, Exeter, Oct. zz, r85o. May rz, r851. 
65 Mystic, Hampden, March r, r85r. May I2, I851. 
66 Mechanics', Orono, March 3, I851. May I2, I851. 
67 Blue Mountain, Phillips,. July Iz, I85o. May ro, 18sz. 
68 Mariners', Searsport, Oct. 23, 1851. May ro, I85J· 
69 .Howard, \Vinterport, Nov. z8, 1851. May 6, I853· 
70 Stan dish, Standish, June 10, 1852. May ro, I85J· 
7 I Rising Sun, Orland, Oct. I8, I852. May Io, 1853· 
72 Pioneer, Ashland, Oct. 26, I8 52. May 5, I8~4· 
73 Tyrian, Mechanic Falls, Jan. 21, 1853· May 10, I 53· 
74 Bristol, Bristol, March I, I853· May 5, I854· 
7 5 Plymouth, Plymouth, May 9, 1853· May 5, I854· 
76 Arundel, Kennebunkport, May 5, I854· June 26, I854· 
7_7 Tremont, Tremont, June I2, I854· May J, I856. 
78 Crescent. Pembroke, July 4, I854· July Io, I854· 
79 Rockland, Rockland, Oct. 25, I854· April 4, I8]2.t 
8o Keystone, Solon, Dec. I6, I854· May 4, I855· 
8 I Atlantic, Portland, May J, I855· May 3, r8SS· 
82 St. Paul's, Rockport, Oct. 27, I8S5· May z, I856. 
83 St. Andrew's, Bangor, Feb. 6, I856. May J, I856. 
84 Eureka, St. George, July 27, I8S5· May 2, I856. 
8 5 Star in the West, Unity, May 4, I85S· May 24, I856. 
86 Temple, Saccarappa, March I, r8 56. May 5, I856. 
87 Benevolent, Carmel, March 12, 1857 May 7, I8S7· 
88 Narraguagus, Cherryfield, March 25, 1857 May 28, I857· 
89 Island, Isleboro, April J, I857· Nov. 5, I857· 
90 Hiram Abiff, West Appleton, Jan. 27, I857· May 5, I858.§ 
91 Harwood, Machias, April 8, I858. Oct. I5, I858. 
92 Siloam, Fairfield, March 8, I 8 58. Jan. I, I859· 
93 Horeb, I Lincoln, June 5, I858. May 5, I859· 
94 Paris, I South Paris, June IS, 1858. May 5, I8S9· 
9 5 Corinthian, Hartland, Sept. '3· I858. May 5, I859· 
g6 Monument, [Houlton, Nov. q, I858. May 5, I859· 
97 Bethel, Bethel, July 6, I859· May 5, I86o. 
98 Katahdin, Patten, Aug. 24, I859· May 3, I86o. 
99 V em on Valley, Mount Vern on, Oct. I8, I859· I May 3, I86o. 

roo Jefferson, /Bryant's Pond, Feb. 8, I86o. May 3• I86o. 
1 or N ezinscot, Turner, March I, 1860. May 3,186o. 
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LODGE. 

102 Marsh River, 
103 Dresden, 
104 Dirigo, 
I05 Ashlar, 
1o6 Tuscan, 
107 Day Spring, 
108 Relief, 
109 Mount Kineo, 
I 10 Monmouth, 
I I I Liberty, . 
1 12 Eastern Frontier, 
1 13 Messalonskee, 
I 1 4 Polar Star, 
1 1 5 Moderation, 
1 r6 Lebanon, 
117 Greenleaf, 
118 Drummond, 
119 Pownal, 
1 20 Meduncook, 
121 Acacia, 
122 Marine, 
I 23 Franklin, 
I 24 Olive Branch, 
125 Meridian, 
I z6 Timothy Chase, 
1 27 Presumpscot, 
128 Eggemoggin, 
129 Quantabacook, 
130 Trinity, 
13 I Lookout, 
132 Mount Tire'm, 
I33 Asylum, 
134 Trojan, 
135 Riverside, 
136 Ionic,, 
137 Kenduskeag, 
138 Lewy's Island, 
139 Archon, 
140 Mount Desert, 
141 Augusta, 
142 Ocean, 
143 Preble, 
144 Seaside, 
145 Moses "\1\lebster, 
I 46 S e bas ticook, 
147 Evening Star, 
148 F0rest, 
149 Doric, 
150 Rabboni, 
151 Excelsior, 
152 Crooked River, 
153 Delta, 
I 54 Mystic Tie, 
155 Ancient York, 
156 Wilton, 
157 Cambridge, 
158 Anchor, 

2J G. L, 

LOCATION. 

I :Brooks, 
Dresden, 
South China, 
Lewiston, 
Addison Point, 
~rest Newfield, 
Belgrade, 
Abbot, 
Monmouth, 
Liberty, 
Fort :Fairfield, 
Oakland, 
Bath, 
\Vest Buxton, 
Norridgewock, 
Cornish, 
Parsonsfield, 
Stockton, 
Friendship, 
Durham, 
Deer Isle, 

1 
New Sharon, 

I Charleston, 
Pittsfield, 
Belfast, 
Windham, 
Sedgv.ick, 
Searsmont, 
Presque Isle, 
Cutler, 
\Vaterford, 
VVayne, 
Troy, 
Jefferson, 
Gardiner, 
Kenduskeag, 
Princeton, 
Dixmont, 
Mount Desert, 
Augusta, 
Wells, 
Sanford, 

!

Boothbay, 
Vinalhaven, 
Clinton, 

!Buckfield, 
i Springfield, 
'Monson, 
/Lewiston, 
Northport, 
Bolster's Mills, 
Lovell, 
Weld, 
Lis bon Falls,4k. 
'\Vilton, 
Cambridge, 
South Bristol, 

I 
DATE OF I DATE 

PRECKDENCE. OF CHARTER. 

Dec. 24, I859· May 9, 1861. 
Feb. 3, r86o. May 9, r861. 
June 12, 186o. May g, r861. 
Nov. 5, I86o. May 9, r861. 
Dec. 27, r86o. May 9, I861. 
March I9, r861. May 9, I861. 
Jan. 11, r861. May 8, 1862.§ 
May ro, 1861. May 8, 1862. 
May 21, 1861. May 8, r862. 
Nov. ~. r861. May 8, 1862. 
May 8, I86z. May 7, r863. 
May I5, I862. May 7, I863. 
March 7, I863. May 7, r863. 
March I8, I863. May 7, I86J. 
April3o, I86J. May 7, r863. 
April 22, I863. May 4, r864. 
May 7, I863. May 4, r864. 
July 4, I 863. May 6, I87 5·+ 
Feb. 6, I 864. May 4, r864. t 
May 7, I863. May 4, r865. 
March r8, I864. May 3, r865. 
May 4, I864. May 3• r865. 
May 4, I864. May 3, I865. 
June 7, I864. May 3, r865. 
Oct. z6, I864. May 3, I865. 
:>ov. I9, I864. May 3• I866. 
March I, I865. May 3, I866. 
March z8, I865. May 3, I866. 
July I7, I865. May 3, I866. 
July 18, I86s. May 3, r866. 
Oct. I8, I865. May 3· I866. 
July 20, r865. May 9, I867. 
Feb. I9, I866. May 9, I867.-,r 
March 13, I866. May 8, I867. 
April 24, I866. May 9, I867.t 
May 3, I866. May 8, I867. 
May 3• I866. May 8, I867. 
Sept. z6, r866. May 8, I867. 
Feb. q, I867. May 8, I867. 

!)'larch 2I, r867. May 8, r867. 
;March 22, 1867. May 7, I868. 
May 9, I867. May 7, 1868. 
Oct. 7, r867. May 7, I868. 
Jan. IJ, I868. May 7, I868. 
Feb. 3, I868. May 7, 1868. 
Feb. 22, I86<). May 5, I869. 
April I, r869. May 5, I869. 
May 7, I868. May 5, r869. 
Dec. 28, r868. May 5, I86g. 
March I, I869. May 5, r869. 
April I5, I869. May 5, 1870. 
May 5, I86g. May 4, 1870. 
June 8, I869. May 4, I87o. 
Jan. I, 1870. May 4, 1870. 
Jan. Jl, I870. May 4, I87o. 
May 5, I87o. May 4, I87 1. 

May 5, I87o. May 4• I87 1. 
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l.ODGE. 

159 Esoteric, 
r6o Parian, 
r6r Carrabassett, 
r6z Arion, 
r63 Pleasant River, 
164 Webster, 
r65 Molunkus, 
166 N eguemkeag, 
167 Whitney, 
r68 Composite, 
r6g Shepherd's River, 
170 Caribou, 
171 ?\~askeag, 

172 Pine Tree, 
173 l'leiades, 
174 Lynde, 
r 7 5 Baskahegan, 
176 Palestine, 
177 Rising Star, 
178 Ancient Brothers', 
179 Yorkshire, 
r8o Hiram, 
r81 Reuel Washburn, 
r 82 Granite, 
r 83 Deering, 
184 Naval, 
185 Bar Harbor, 
r86 Warren Phillips, 
187 Ira Berry, 
r88 Jonesport, 
189 Knox, 
190 Springvale, 
191 Davis, 
192 Winter Harbor, 
I93 Washburn, 
I94 Euclid, 
195 Reliance, 
rg6 Bay View, 
197 Aroostook, 
198 St. Aspinquid, 
199 Bingham, 
zoo Columbia, 
201 David A. Hooper. 
202 Mount Bigelow, 
203 Mount Olivet, 
204 Mt. Abram, · 
205 N ollesemic, 

LOCATION. 

Ellsworth, 
Corinna, 
Canaan, 
Goodwin's Mills, 
Brownville, 
V\i~ ebster, 
Sherman Mills, 
Vassalboro, 
Canton, 
LaGrange, 
Bro\vnfield, 
Caribou, 
Brooklin, 
Mattawamkeag, 
Mill bridge, 
Hermon, 
Danforth, 
Biddeford, 
I,enobscot, 
Auburn, 
!North Berwick, 
1 Cape Elizabeth, 
East Livermore, 
West Paris, 
Portland, 
Kittery, 
Bar Harbor, 
Cumberl'd Mills. 
BJuehill, 
Jonesport, 
So. Thomaston, 
Springvale, 
Strong, 
\VinteJ Harbor, 
\Vashbum, 
Madison, 
Green's Landing, 
East Boothbay, 
Blaine, 
York, 
Bingham, 
Green ville, 
\fl.;..,., Sullivan, 

\

Flagstaff, 
Y.l ashington, 
Kingfield, 
Millinocket, 

NoTE. 59 Mt. Hope, charter !'urrendered 1879· 
90 Hiram Abiff, charter revoked r868. 

ro8 Relief, c:harter revoked 1894· 
120 :r-..feduncook, charter surrendered t884. 

I 
DATE OF I DATE 

PRECEDENCE. OF CHARTER. 

I sept. 3, I87o. May 4, 187r. 
Sept. 9, I87o. May 9, 1872. 
)March 2, r871. May 9, 1872. 
March I8, 1871. May 9, I872. 
July z8, I871. May 9, I872. 
July z8, I87r. May 9, I872. 
Aug. 26, 1871. May 9, I872. 
Dec. 22, 187I, May 9, 1872. 
March 9• I872. May 9, I872. 
May 9, I872. May 8, 1873. 
July I, I8]2. May 8, I87J. 
July 27, I872. May 8, I 873. 

!Feb. J, I87J. May 8, I87J. 
Nov. 14, 1873· May 7, I874· 
May 7, I874· May 7, I874-
May 7, I874· May 7, I874· 
Dec. J, I874· :May 20, I875· 
May 5, 1875. :'vlay 6, I875·, 
June I7, 1875. May 4o I876. 
June 2I, 1875. ~fay 4, I876. 
Sept. IS, 1875. May 4, I876. 
Xov. I, 1875. May 4, I876. 
May 4, 1876. May J, 1877., 
Sept. 16, I878. May 8, I879· 
April 2, I879· May 8, I879· 
May 8, 1879. May 6, I88o. 
April I9, 1882. May 2, I88z. 
April I8, I883. May J, I883. 
Nov. Iz, I883. May 8, I884. 
May 8, I884. May 8, I884. 
Sept. 6, 1884. May 7, I885. 
May 7, I88s. May 6, I886. 
May 7, I885. May 6, 1886. 
Aug. I2, I887. May J, I888. 
Dec. 14, I887. May 3, 1888. 
May 4, I888. May 9, 1889. 
May 9, I889. May 8, I89o. 
Dec. 20, I889. May 8, 1890. 
Dec. I7, 1890. May 7, 1891. 
July 22, I892. May 4, I893· 
Dec. 23, r8gz. May 4, 1893· 
July 23, 1894. May 7, I896. 
June 3• 1897. May 5, 1898. 
June I9, 1897. May 6, I898. 
Nov. 24, 1897, \May 7, 1898. 
May 4, rgoo. May 9, 1901. 
Nov. 17, 1900. May g, rgor. 

134 Trojan, consolidated with Star in the West, No. 85, in 1888. 
136 l<Jnic, charter surrendered r882. 
176 Palestine, consolidated With Dunlap, No. 47, in 1895· 
181 Reuel Washburn, consolidated with Oriental Star, No. z1, in 189z. 

Lodges ellfolled, 205: extinct, 8; working, 197. 
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Lodges enrolled,.. . . . . • . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....•...... 205 

extinct, ...................... _ ............................... 8 

'vorking, ....•............................ · ........... • · · · · · 197 

under dispensation, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................ o 

granted charters at communication, 1901, ........................ 2 

represented at communication, 1901, .......................... 190 

Number of representatives, ..................................... · · · · 25 I 

Lodges to make returns,..... . .................. . • • . • • . • • • . • • • • • • • • 197 

11aking returns in time, .......................... · . · ......•..... · · · 197 

Initiated, ...................................... · · · · .......... · · · · 1,077 

Raised, ..................................•...........•... I,OJ8 

Affiliated, .....•....................... , .. ·'· ............... 100 

}te-instated, ...................................... · ......... 67 

New lodges, ..................................... · ...... · .. · 5·+ 

Total increase, .............•.......... 

Dimitted, .............................................•.... I 5 I 

Died, ..................................................... 399 

Suspended for unmasonic conduct, ............................. I 

Expelled, ..............................................•..... 2 

Lost membership by non-payment of dues, .................... 293 

Total decrease, ..............•... , ....... -- 846 

Net increase, ................................ ·. · · · ...... · · · · · · · · · · 413 

Members, March, 1, 190I, .......................•.............•.. 22,690 

Grand Lodge Receipts, ........................................ $8,90 5.6o 

DisbuTSetnents, ................................... $7,I04.31 

Amount of Charity Fund, ..................................... $33,526.93 
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Orand 
GRAND LODGES. 

Alabama, Dec. 4, Igoo, 

Arizona, Nov. 13, Igoo, 
Arkansas, Nov. zo, I goo, 

Belgium, rgoo, 
Britjsh Columbia, June zo, 1900, 

California, Oct. 9, 1 goo, 

Canada, July 18, Igoo, 

Cuba, March 24, 1901, 

Colorado, Sept. 18, Igoo, 

Connecticut, Jan. r6, 1901, 

Delaware, Oct. 3, 1900. 

Dist. of Columbia, Dec. 5, 1 goo, 

England, 1901, 

Florida, Jan. 15, rgoi, 

Georgia, Oct. 30, 1900, 
Idaho, Sept. 1 r, 1900, 

Illinois, Oct. z, rgoo, 

Indiana, Iviay z8, rgoi, 

Indian Territory, Aug. 14, 1900. 

Iowa, June 4, rgor, 
Ireland, 1901, 

Kansas, Feb. zo, 1901, 

Kentucky, Oct. 16, rgoo, 

Louisiana, Feb. II, 1961, 

Maine, May 7, 1901, 
Manitoba, June 13, Igoo, 

Maryland, Nov. zo, 1 goo, 

Massachusetts, Dec. 27, 1900, 

Michigan, Jan. zz, 1901, 

Minnesota, Jan. 23, I90I, 
Mississippi, Feb. 28, 1901. 

Missouri, Oct. 16, rgoo, 

Montana, Sept. 19, 1900, 

Nebraslta, June 6, 1900, 

-------- --·· --· 

and 
GRAND MASTERS. 

Russell M. Cunningham, Ensley. 

George Montague, Nogales. 
Harry H. Myers, Little Rock. 

Gustave Royers, Antwerp. 

Harry H. \Vatson, Vancouver. 

James A. Foshay, Los Angeles. 

Richard B. Hungerford, London. 

Jose Fernandez Pellon, Habana. 

Joseph W. Milsom, Cailon City. 

Frederick S. Stevens, Bridgeport. 

Joseph Stuart, 'Vilmington. 

Harry Standiford, \Vashington. 

Duke of Connaught, London. 

James Carnell, Ormond. 

Max Meyerhardt, Rome. 

Albert W. Talkington, actinl_{, Mt. Idaho. 

Charles E. Hitchcock, Peoria. 

Orlando W. Brownback, Pendleton. 

John W. F. Parker, Davis. 

Le,vis J. Baker, Ottumwa. 

Duke of Abercorn, Dublin. 

Perry M. Hoisington, Newton. 

William C. McChord, Springfield. 

Robert H. Cage, New Orleans. 

Alfred S. Kimball, Norway. 

Robert S. Thornton, Deloraine. 

Thomas]. Shryock, Baltimore; 

Charles T. Gal1agher, Boston. 

Frank 0. Gilbert, Bay City. 

Gideon S. I ves, St. Peter. 

Oliver S. McKay, Meridian. 

Campbell Wells, Platte City. 

Theo. Brantley, Helena. 

Albert \V. Crites, Chadron. 



rgor.] Grand Lodge of 11Ia£ne. 343 

of 6rand Offic¢rs. 

GRA-:fJ) SECRETARIES. 

Geo. A. Beauchamp, Montgomery. 

George]. Roskruge, Tucson. 

Fay Hempstead, Little Rock 

Rian-N edgrot, Brussells. 

Walter J. Quinlan, Nelson. 

George Johnson, Sjn Francisco. 

John J. Mason, Hamilton, Ont. 

Aurelio Miranda, Habana. 

William D. Todd, Denver. 

John H. Barlow, Hartford. 

Benjamin F. Bartram, \Vilmington. 

A rvine \V. Johnston, Vvr ashington. 

Ed\'rard Letchworth, London. 

VVilbur P. Vlebster, Jacksonville. 

\Villiam A. \Volihin, Macon. 

Theophilus \V. Randall, Boise. 

Joseph H. C. Dill, Bloomington. 

Calvin VV. Prather, Indianapolis. 

JosephS. Murrow, Atoka. 

Newton S. Parvin, Cedar Rapids. 

Henry E. Flavell, Dublin, 

Albert K. \i\-.,.ilson, Topeka. 

Henry B. Grant, Louisville. 

Richard Lam bert, New Orleans. 

Stephen Berry, Portland. 

James A. Ovas, 'Vinnipeg. 

Jacob H. Medairy, Baltimore. 

Sereno D. ~ickerson, Boston. 

Jefferson S. Conover, Coldwater. 

Thomas Montgomery, St. Paul 

John L. Power, Jackson. 

John D. Vincil, St. Louis. 

Cornelius Hedges, Helena. 

Francis E. White, Omaha. 

CHAIR:MEN CoM. CoRRESPONDENCE. 

VVilliam Y. Titcomb, Anniston. 

Charles D. Belden, Phoenix. 

Frank Hill, Little Rock. 

None. 

¥l. A. D. Smith, New Westminster. 

'Villiam A. Davies, San Francisco. 

Henry Robertson, Collingv..-ood. 

Francisco de P. Rodriguez, Habana. 

Lawrence N. Greenleaf, Denver. 

John H. Barlow, Hartford. 

Lewis H. Jackson, 'Vilmington. 

None. 

S. B. Wright, DeLand. 

A. Q. Moody, Boston. 
Fred G. Mock, Nampa. 

Joseph Robbins, Quincy. 

Daniel :McDonald, Plymouth. 

Joseph S. Murrow, Atoka. 

Joseph E. Morcom be, Cedar Rapids. 

None. 

Vlilliam M. Shaver, Topeka. 

James W. Staton, Brooksville. 

Herman C. Duncan, Alexandria. 

Josiah H. Drummond, Portland. 

Canon Matheson, 'Vinnipeg. 

Edward T. Schultz, Baltimore. 

None. 

None. 

Irving Todd, Hastings. 

Andrew A. Barkley, Crawford. 

John D. Vincil, St. Louis. 

Cornelius Hedges, Helena. 

Charles J. Phelps, Schuyler. 
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Nevada, June 12, Igoo, 

New Brunswick, Aug. 28, 1900, 

!\ew Hampshire, May 16, rgoo, 

New Jersey, January 23, 1901, 

New Mexico, Oct. 15, rgoo. 

New South Wales, June rz, 1900. 

New York, May 9• r9oi, 
New Zealand, A p1il 26, 1 goo, 

North Carolina, Jan. 8, rgoi, 

North Dakota, June 18, I9QI, 

Nova Scotia, June Iz, 1901, 

Ohio, Oct. 25, 1900, 

Oklahoma, Feb. 12, tgor, 
Oregon, June 12, I9DI, 

Pennsylvania, Dec. 5, 1900, 

Peru, April 14, 1goo, 

P. E. Island, June 25, tgoo, 

Quebec, Jan. 31, I goo, 

Rhode Island, May zo, rgor. 

Scotland, 1900. 

South Australia, April 18, rgoo. 

South Carolina, Dec. I 1, rgoo. 

South Dakota, June 12, rgoo, 

Tasmania, Feb. 22, 1900, 

Tennessee, Jan. 30, rgor, 
Texas, Dec. 4, Igoo, 

Utah, Jan. 15, I9o1, 

Vermont, June IJ, I goo, 

Victoria, March 20, I90I, 

Virginia, l,)ec. 4, r9oo, 

Washington, June I I, 1901, 

West Virginia, Nov. 14, rgoo, 

Western A usti-alia, 

WL<o;consin, June r 2, 1 goo, 

Wyoming, Sept. 5, 190o, 

GRAND MASTERS. 

Joseph A. Miller, Austin. 

]. Gordon Forbes, St. John. 

George I. McAllister, Manchester. 

Joseph E. Moore, Jersey City. 

Elias S. Stover, Albuquerque. 

John Cochrane Remington, Sydney. 

Charles \V. Mead, New York. 
Alexander Stuart Russell, Auckland, 

B. S. Royster, Oxford. 

Thomas L. Foulks, Fargo. 

Thomas Trenaman, Halifax. 

Frank S. Harmon, Akron. 

Charles Day, Blackwell. 

\\o~illiam E. Grace, Baker City. 

George E. Wagner, Philadelphia. 

J. Arturo Ego-A.guirre, Lima. 

Ronald McMillan, Charlottetown. 

Benjamin Tooke, Montreal. 

]. Ellery Hudson, Phenix. 

James Hazier. 

Samuel J. Way, Adelaide. 

Orlando Sheppard, Edgefield. 

John A. Cleaves; Huron. 

Charles E. Davies, Hobart. 

Isaac J. Thurman, McMinnville. 

N. M. \~lasher, San Antonio. 

Charles W. Morse, Salt Lake City. 

W. Scott Nay, Underhill. 

Alex. J. Peacock, Melbourne. 

H. Oscar Kerns, Sutherlin. 

H. L. Kennan, Spokari.e. 

A. D. W. Strickler, Philippi. 

]. W. Hackett. 

Charles C. Rogers, Mllwaukee. 

C. H. Townsend, Casper. 
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Chauncey N. Noteware, Carson. 

]. Twining Hartt, St. John. 

Frank D. \Voodbury, Concord. 

Thomas H. R. Redway, Trenton. 

Alpheus A. Keen, Albuquerque. 

Arthur H. Bray, Sydney. 

Edward "M. L. Ehlers, New York. 

Malcolm Niccol, Auckland. 

John C. Drewry, Raleigh. 

Frank J. Thomp..">on, Fargo. 

Thomas Mowbray, Halifax. 

]. II. Bromwell, Cincinnati. 

James S. Hunt, Stillwater. 
James F. Robinson, Eugene. 

\Villiam A. Sinn, Philadelphia. 

]. Benjamin Choza, Lima. 

Neil McKelvie, Summerside. 

John H. Isaacson, Montreal. 

S. Penrose \Villiams, Providence. 

David Reid, Edinburgh. 

]. H. Cunningham, Adelaide. 

Charles Inglesby, Charleston. 

George A. Pettigrew, Flandreau. 

John Hamilton, Hobart. 

John B. Garrett, Nashville. 

John Watson, Houston. 

Christopher Diehl, Salt Lake City. 

Warren G. Reynolds, Burlington. 

John Braim, Melbourne. 

George Vi-1-r. Carrington, Richmond. 

Thomas M. Reed, Olympia. 

George W. Atkinson, Charleston. 

J. D. Stevenson, Perth. 

William \V. Perry, Milwaukee. 

William L. Kuykendall, Saratoga. 

CHAIRMEN CoM. CORRESPONDEKCE. 

E. D. Vanderlieth, Carson. 

John V. Ellis, St. John. 

Albert S. Waite, Newport. 

Charles Belcher, Newark. 

VV. H. Seamon, El Paso, Texas. 

john B. Trivett, Sydney. 

Jesse B. Anthony, Utica. 

C. A. D. Hardy, Rakaia. 

John A. Collins, Enfield. 

Frank J. Thompson, Fargo. 
T. B. Flint, Halifax. 

VVilliam M. Cunningham, Newark. 

James S. Hunt, Stillwater. 

John M. Hodson, Portland. 

Michael Arnold, Philadelphia. 

None. 

Donald Darrach, Kensington. 

E. T. D. Cham hers, Quebec. 

Henry ,V. Rugg, Providence. 

None. 

None. 

Charles Ingles by, Charleston. 

Samuel A. Brown, Sioux Falls. 

X one. 

Henry H. Ingersoll, Knoxville. 

Thomas M. Matthe'\vs, Athens. 

Christopher Diehl, Salt Lake City. 

Marsh 0. Perkins, \\7indsor. 

David Meadowcroft, Melbourne. 

J. "'Vvr. Eggleston, Richmond. 

Stephen J. Chadwick, Colfax. 

George VV. Atkinson, Charleston. 

Aldro Jenks, Dodgeville. 

William J.,. KuykendaJJ, Saratoga. 
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of the Grand Lodge of 11aine near other <Jrand Lodges. 

Alabama-B. DUDLEY \VILLIAMS, Oxford. 
Arizona-MARTIN WILLIAM KALES, Phocnix. 
Arkansas~OLIVER C. GRAY, 
Belgium-ALBERT KRUGER, Anvers. 
British Columbia-E. D. McLAREN, Vancouver. 
California-NATHAN W. SPAULDING, Oakland. 
Canada-COLIN W. PosTLETHWAITE, Toronto. 
Colorado-JoSEPH A. DAVIS, Boulder. 
Cuba-AuRELio MIRANDA, Havana. 
Connecticut-ARTHUR C. \VHEELER, Nonvalk. 
Dela?oare-]ACOR H. EMERSON, Middletown. 
District o/ Columbia-\VILLIAM A. GATLEY, \Vashington . 
. Flon'da- Vln.LIA:\-1 S. VV ARE, Jacksonville. 
Geor,.f[l·a-WII.LIAM K. MILLER, Augusta. 
Idaho-WILLIAM C. HowiE, Mountain Home. 
illinois-CHARLES H. ERENA~, Chicago, 1007 Adams St. 
Indiana-WALTER VAIL, Michigan City. 
Indian Territory------------
Kansas-DAVD B. FULI~ER, Eureka. 
Lou-is£ana-SAMUEL M. TODD, New Orleans. 
ilfanitoba-ROBERT STIRTO:S THORNTON, Deloraine. 
A-faryland-THoMAS H. HoOVER, Union Bridge. 
Michigan-WILUAM 'VENTE, Manistee. 
llfinnesota-] OHN H. RA~DALL, Minneapolis. 
1/Iississipp-i- -----------
Afissouri-ETHELBERT F. ALLEN, Kansas Citv. 
Afontana-CORNELIUS HEDGES, Helena. ~ 
.iVebraska-THOMAS K. SUimoROUGH, Omaha. 
Nevada-SAMUEL S. SEARS, 
.. .i\lew Bruns'Zvick-]OHN STAR DE WoLF CHIPMAN, St. Stephen . 
. A..Tezv /-fampshire-JosEPH VV. FELLO\VS, Manchester . 
.. l\lew .fersey-}A1.1ES S. AITKIN, Trenton. 
A'ew Mexico----ALPHEVS A. KEEN, Albuquerque. 
L'Vl?w York-GEORGE A. BE:!'lTON, Rochester. 
1Vew Zealand-FRANCIS JAMES SMITH, Christchurch. 
J.lorth Carolina-DAVID BELL, Enfield. 
North Dakota-ROBERT D. HosKINS, BismarCk 
Nova Scotia- JoHN V\7 • RUHLA~D, Halifax. 
Ohio-0. P. SFERRA, Ravenna. 
Oregon-Jon~ McCRAKEN, Portland. 
Peru-FRANCisco L. CRoSBY, Lima. 
Prince Edward Island-GEORGE W. \V AKEFORD, Charlottetown. 
Quebee-]OHN HELDER IsAACSoN, Montreal. 
Rhode Island-EDWARD L. FREEMAN, Central Falls. 
South Australia-EBENEZER CoOKE; Adelaide. 
South Carolina-CI.AUnE E. SAWYER, Aiken. 
South Dakota-SAMUEL H. jUMPER, Aberdeen. 
Tr.utnania-Vif. STROUD, (Dep G. s'e.c.) Hobart. 
Tennessee-NATHAN S. ~7

00DWARD, Knoxville. 
Texas-T. W. HunsoN, Collinsville. 
Utah-WILLIAM THOMAS DALBY, Salt Lake City. 
Vt:rmont-ALBRO F. KrcHOLS, St. Johnsbury. 
Victoria-BENJAMIN DouGHTY SMITH, Melbourne. 
f irginia-CHARLES A. NESBIT, Richmond. 
Washington-LEVI ANKENY, Walia \Valla. 
West Virginia-HUGH STERLING, \Vheeling. 
Wisconsin-MELVIN S. YoUNGS, Milwaukee. 
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of other Orand Lodges near the Orand Lodge of Maine. 

Alabama-JosiAH H. DRUMMO~D, Portland. 
Arizona-AUGUSTUS BAILEY, Gardiner. 
Arkansas-JOHN V\T. BALLOU, Bath. 
Belgitmt-ELMER P. SPOFFORD, Deer Isle. 
British Columbia-THADDEUS R. SrMONTO~, Camden. 
Califorttia-HE::o.rR\:' R. TAYLOR, Machias. 
Canada-SUMNER J. CHADBOURNE, Augusta. 
Colorado-FRANK E. SLEEPER, Sabattus. 
Cuba-E. HowARD VosE, Calais. 
Connecticut-AusTIN D. KNIGHT, Hallowell. 
Delaware-AUGUSTUS B. FARNHAM, Bangor. 
Dt'strict o/ Columbia-STEPHEN BERRY, Portland. 
Florida-JosiAH H. DRUMMOND,_ Portland. 
Geo-rg£a- " " 
.Ia'aho-ALBRO E. CHASE, Portland. 
Illinois-JosEPH A. LocKE, Portland. 
Indiana-EDWIN F. DILLINGHAM, Bangor. 
Indian Territory-JoSEPH M. HAYES, Bath. 
Kansas-ARCHIE LEE TALBOT, Lewiston. 
Louisiana-JosiAH H. DRUMMOND, Portland. 
frfa11itoba-A. M. " 1 ETHERBEE, ~'arren. 
Maryland-SAMUEL L. MILI.ER, Waldoboro. 
Jlft'chtgan-FESSENDEN I. DAY, l.e\viston. 
Jlfinnesota-JOHN B. REDMA~, Ellsworth. 
Mississippi-CHARLES I. COLLAMORE, Bangor. 
Missouri-DANIEL P. :BoYNTON, Monmouth. 
A-fontana-HENRY R. MILLETT, Gorham. 
J\lebraska-EDWARD P. BuRNHAM, Saco . 
.Ale1.:ada-LEANDER M. KENNISTON, Camden . 
.A.Tew Brunswick-DENISON E. SEYMOUR, Calais . 
.1Vew Ifampshire-HOWARD D. SMITH, Xonvay . 
. Alew .Jersey-jOSIAH H. DRUMMOND, Portland. 
1Vew A-texico-MANLY G. TRASK, Bangor. 
_lllew York-MARQUIS F. KING, Portland . 
.iVew Zealand-HERBERT HARRIS, Bangor . 
.1VOrth Carol-irta- \VILLIAM R. G. ·EsTES, Skowhegan. 
;Vorth Dakota-ALGERNON M. RoAK, Auburn. 
1Vova Scotia-JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND, Portland. 
Ohio-- VVn.LlAM J. BURNHAM, Lewiston. 
OreKon-ERMON D. EASTMAN, Portland. 
Peru-ALFRED S. KIMBALL, Norway. 
Prince Edward Island-JAMES ADAMS, Bangor. 
Quebec-]OSlAH H. DRUMMOND, Portland. 
Rhode Island-HoRACE H. Bt.:-RBAKK, Saco. 
South Australia-BENJAMIN AMES,- Thorndike. 
South Carolina-SAMUEL G. DAVIS. Denmark. 
Soutlt Dakota-FRANClS T. FAULKNER, Turner. 
Tasmania- \VILFORD J. FISHER, Eastport. 
Tennessee-HUGH R. CHAPLIN, Bangor. 
Texas-}OSlAH H. DRUMMOND, Portland. 
Utah-EDWIN C. Dunr.,EY, Augusta. 
Vermont-GEORGE R. SHAw, Portland. 
Victona-GooDWIN R. WILEY, Bethel. 
Virginia-WINFIELD S. CHOATE, Augusta. 
Washington-ENoCH 0. GREENLEAF, Farmington. 
West Vt'rginia-ALBERT M. PENLEY, Auburn. 
Wisc01tsin-EDMVND B. MALLET, Freeport. 
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---,.->-,.QFFICERS~ 

OF THE 

GRAND.;~. LODGE.;~. OF.;~. MAINE, 
FROM ITS ORGANIZATION TO t90J. 

GRAND MASTERS. 

William King, r82o, '2 1.* 

Simon Greenleaf, r822, 'z 3· * 

William Swan, r824, '25.* 

Charles Fox, r826, '27.* 

Hiram Chase, rSsS, '59·* 
Josiah H. Drummond, '6o-'6z. 

William P. Preble, r863-'65. 

Timothy J. Murray, r866-'68.* 

Samuel Fessenden, r8z8, '29.* John H. Lynde, r869-'7 1.* 

Robert P. Dunlap, r83o, '31.* David Cargill, r872-'74·* 

Nathaniel Coffin, r832-'34·* 

Reuel Washburn, r835-37·* 

Albert Moore, r87 5, '76.* 

Edward P. Burnham, '77, 78. 

Abner B. Thompson, '38-'4o.* Charles I. Collamore, r879, 'So. 

Hezekiah Williams, r841.* 

Thomas W. Smith, r842-'44.* 

John T. Paine, 1845, '46.* 

Alexander H. Putney, '47, 48.* 

Joseph C, Stevens, r849, 'so.* 

Marquis F. King, r88r, '82. 

William R. G. Estes, 1883, '84. 

Fessenden I. Day, r885, '86. 

Frank E. Sleeper, r887, '88. 

Albro E. Chase, 1889, '9o. 

John C. Humphreys, '51, '52.* Henry R. Taylor, 189r, '92. 

Freeman Bradford, r853·* Horace H. Burbank, r893, '94. 
Timothy Chase, r854·* 

John Miller, rSss.* 
Jabez True, r856.* 

Robert P. Dunlap, r857 .* 

*Deceased. 

Augustus B. Farnham, 1895, '96. 

Joseph A. Locke, r897, '98. 
Winfield S. Choate, 1899, 1900. 
Alfred S. Kimball, rgo I. 
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DEPUTY GR.AND MASTERS. 

Simon Greenleaf, r82o, '2 r.* 

William Swan, r822, '23.* 

William P. Preble, r86o-r86z. 

John J. Bell, r863.* 

Charles Fox, r824, '25.* Timothy J. Murray, r864, '65.* 

Samuel Fessenden, r826, '27.* John H. Lynde, r866-'68.* 

Peleg Sprague, r828, '3o.* David Cargill, r86g-'7 r.* 

Nathaniel Coffin, r83r.* 

Amos Nourse, r832.* 

Reuel Washburn, r833, '34'* 

David C. Magoun, r835-'37·* 

Asaph R. Nichols, r838-' 43·* 

James L. Child, r844.* 

Asaph R. Nichols, r845·* 

Elisha Harding, r846. * 

Albert Moore, r8p-'74.* 

Edward P. Burnham, '7 5, '76 . 

Charles I. Collamore, r877, '78. 

Marquis F. King, r879, 'So. 

William R. G. Estes, r88r, 'Sz. 

Fessenden I. Day, r883, '84. 

Frank E. Sleeper, r885, '86. 

Albro E. Chase, r887, '88. 

Samuel L. Valentine, '47, '48.* Henry R. Taylor, r889, '9o. 

Jol:!n C. Humphreys, '49, 'so.* Horace H. Burbank, r891, '92. 

Freeman Bradford, 1851, '52.* Augustus B. Farnham, '93, '94. 

Timothy Chase, r853. * Joseph A. Locke, 1895, '96. 

Jabez True, 1854, 1855·* Winfield S. Choate, 1897, 'g8. 

Hiram Chase, r8s6, '57·* Alfred S. Kimball, r899, 1900. 

Josiah H. Drummond, '58, '59· William J. Burnham, 1901. 

SENIOR GRAND WARDENS. 

Vl'illiam Swan, r8zo, 182r.* 

Charles Fox, 1822:, r8z3.* 

Samuel Fessenden, r824, '25.* 
George Thacher, Jr., '26, '27.* 

Robert P. Dunlap, r8z8, '29.* 

Amos Nourse,, r83o, r83r.* 

John L. Megquier, r832-'34·* 

Joel Miller, r835-'37·* 

Freeman Bradford, r 849,' so.* 

Timothy Chase, 185r, r852.* 

Jabez True, r853·* 

Ezra B. French, r854, 1855·* 

Isaac Downing, r856.* 

Wllliam Allen, 1857·* 

Gustavus F. Sargent, r8s8, '59· 

John J. Bell, r86o, r86r. • 

Thomas W. Smith r838-'4r.* David Bugbee, 1862.* 

John T. Paine, 1842-1844.* Edmund B. Hinckley, r863.* 

Alexander H. Putney, '45, '46.* Francis L. Talbot, r864, r86s.* 

John C. Humphreys, '47, '48.* David Cargill, r866-r868.* 
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Thaddeus R. Simonton, '69, '7o. Leander M. Kenniston, r888. 

Albert Moore, r87J.* Manly G. Trask, r889. 

Edward P. Burnham, rSp-74. Daniel P. Boynton, r89o. 

William 0. Poor, 1875.* George R. Shaw, r89r, 

Charles I. Collamore, r876. 

Marquis F. King, r877, r878. 

Samner J. Chadbourne, r879. 
William R. G. Estes, r88o. 

John B. Redman, r 88 r. 
Arlington B. Marston, 1882.* 

William H. Smith, 1883.* 

Frank E. Sleeper, r884. 

Joseph M. Hayes, r885. 

Albro E. Chase, r886. 

Horace H. Burbank, r887. 

Augustus B. Farnham, r892. 

Joseph A. Locke, 1893· 
Herbert Harris, r 894· 

Winfield S. Choate, 1895· 

Albert M. Penley, 1896. 

Alfred S. Kimball, r897. 
Elmer P. Spofford, 1898. 

William J. Burnham, r899· 
James E. Parsons, r9oo. 

Hugh R. Chaplin, 1901. 

JUNIOR GRAND WARDENS. 

Nathaniel Coffin, r8zo, r821.* Thomas B. Johnston,'sJ, '54.* 

Josiah W. Mitchell, r82z.* William Kimball, rSss-* 

Samuel Fessenden, r823.* William Allen, r8 56.* 

George Thacher, Jr., '24, 'zs.* John 'Williams, r857.* 

Robert P. Dunlap, r8z6, r827.* Stephen B. Dockham, r858.* 

Amos Nourse, r8z8, r8zg.* Oliver Gerrish, r859.* 

Reuben Nason, r83o, r83r.* Joseph Covell, r86o.* 

David C. Magoun, r832-'34·* Francis J. Day, r86r.* 

Abner B. Thompson, '35-'37·* T. K. Osgood, r862.* 

Stephen Webber, r838-4o.* 

John T. Paine, r84r.* 

F. Loring Talbot, r863.* 

John H. Lynde, r864, r86s.* 
Alexander H. Putney, '42-' 44.* Thaddeus R. Simonton, '66-'68. 

John C. Humphreys, '45, '46.* 

Frye Hall, r847 .* 
Joseph C. Stevens, 1848.* 

Stephen Webber, 1849.* 

· Timothy Chase, r8so.* 

William Somerby, r8sr, 'sz.* 

John W. Ballou, r869, r87o. 

Henry H. Dicky, 187r.* 

William 0. Poor, 187 2-187 4.* 

Charles I. Collamore, r875. 

A. M. Wetherbee, r876. 

Sumner J. Chadbourne, '77, '78. 

4 
I 
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Edwin Howard Vase, r879. 

Archie L. Talbot, r 88o. 

Fessenden I. Day, r88I. 

Charles W. Haney, r88z.* 

Goodwin R. Wiley, r883. 

Augustus Bailey, r884. 

Henry R. Taylor, r885. 

Benjamin Ames, r886. 

vVilford J. Fisher, r887. 

Samuel G. Davis, r888. 

Algernon M. Roak, r88g. 

E. B. Mallet, Jr., rSgo. 

Samuel L. Miller, r891. 

Howard D. Smith, r8gz. 

Wm. Freeman Lord, r893· 

Gustavus H. Cargill, r8g4. 

Moses Tait, r8gs. 

Benjamin L. Hadley, r8g6. 

Enoch 0. Greenleaf, 1897. 

. Millard M. Caswell, r8g8. 
Franklin R. Redlon, r8gg. 

John H. McGorrill, rgoo. 

Adelbert Millett, r go r. 

GRAND TREASURERS. 

Joseph M. Gerrish, r82o-'3o.* 

James B. Cahoon, r83r-'33·* 

Benjamin Davis, r834-'43·* 

Henry H. Boody, r844-'52.* 

Moses Dodge, r8s3-'7g.* 

William 0. Fox, r88o-'8z.* 

Frederick Fox, r883-r8g4.* 

Marquis F. King, June, '94-rgoi. 

GRAND SECRET ARIES. 

William Lord, r82o-'3L'" 

Asaph R. Nichols, r832-35·* 

Philip C. Johnson, r836-44.* 

Charles Fox, r845.* 

Charles B. Smith, r846-'55·* 

Ira Berry, r8s6-r8gi.* 

Stephen Berry, Sept., r8gr-rgoi. 
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REPORT ON CORRESPONDENCE. 

_.....>.,. l 9 0 0 ...,....__ 

• 

To theM. W. Grana Lodge of Free ana Accepted Masons of the State of 

Maine: 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence herewith fraternally submits 
its annual report. 

In order to commence the printing at an early date, we have not waited 
as long as usual for the receipt of the Proceedings that came earliest in al
phabetical order. So that if the review of any Grand Lodge is not found in 
its place, it will ·probably be found near the close of the report, and the 
number of the page upon which it commences will be found in the alphabet
ical list of '' Proceedings Reviewed '' at the end of the report. 

ALABAMA, 1899. 

The Grand Master, B. DunLEY WILLIAMS, in his address, says there has 
never been a time in the history of that Grand Jurisdiction when there has 
been less contention and discord among the subordinate lodges, and more 
'harmony. He had visited but few lodges comparatively, but the account 
which he gives of these, and the reports of the other officers, show an im
proved condition of the craft during the year, and that it bids fair to con
tinue in the same direction. He announced sixty-one decisions, many of 
which, of course, were based on local law. 

1. Among those confirmed by the Grand Lodge was one to the effect 
that it is the right and duty of the lodge to proceed against a brother who . 

AJ>P. 1 G. L. 
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bas committed an offence in its jurisdiction, although a member of another 

lodge. 
2. The petition of a candidate residing in the jurisdiction of another 

lodge cannot be received unless accompanied by the consent of the lodge in 

whose jurisdiction be resides. 
3. The rule in regard to physical qualifications is, that any applicant is 

eligible, unless he is incapable of practicing and teaching the ritual of the 

fraternity. 
4. Contrary to the decisions in most jurisdictions, he held that a mason 

may be disciplined for an offence involving moral turpitude, committed 
before his admission into the fraternity, and the Grand Lofl ge sustained it . 

He was called upon to mn,ke a 'decision growing out of the purchase of a 
magic lantern by a lodge, through a committee duly authorized for that 
purpose. When the invoice came, it was found that the bill was one hun
dred and fifty dollars, and it raised a good deal of opposition. There had 

been opposition to the purchase, but the amount was so much larger than 
was expected, that quite a minority objected to the Master's drawing his 

warr?mt for the bill. But he did so, and the Grand Master decided that he 
was duly authorized to take the course, and in fact that there was no other 
course open to him. But in this connection, having been informed that the 
transaction bad created discord among the brethren, he wrote the lodge as 

follows : 

"Now, brethren, while I sustain the action of the cfficers, as above, I 
want to say to you candidly, that you have erred, that is, some of the mem
bers, in forcing the purchase of this lantern over the opposition, and against 
the will of a considerable percentage of your membershi p. Here is where 
you have made a grievous mistake. While, .technically, according to your 
report, you have violated no masonic law, yet, morally, or perh aps l should 
say fraternally, you have comm itted a breach. No lodge should pass a 
measure calling for the expenditure of funds, or any other measure for that 
matter, where a considerable proportion of tbe membership a.re unalterably 
opposed to the same. Peace and harmony are the chief supports of Gur 
noble Institution. Such action tends to destroy them, and the lodge cannot 
live without them. I counsel you brethren who put through this measure, 
and the brethren who are opposed, to take the Trowel and stuli.y carefully 
its glorious symbolic teach ing. If the brethren are irreconcilably dissatis
fied with the purchase, I know of no way to remedy the matter except to 
get rid of the machine, negotiate its return to th e manufacturer, sell it to 
some other lodge wanting a lantern, or, if needs be, throw it out of the win
dow and blot out all recollection of it, and once more come together as 
brethren, united by the cement of brotherly love, and knowing no conten
tion, 'save that noble contention, or rather emulation, of who can best work 
or best agree.' " 

We commend this to the attention of the brethren as an instance in which, 
while the majority have the power, it is really agai nst masonic principles 
for them to exercise the power. If the purchase was a matter of neces
sity, it would be the duty of the minority to yield; but the object of it was 
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such that we think this a case in which the purchase should not have been 
made, unless the sentiment in favor of it was substantially unanimous. 

He announced the following decision: 

''Section 24, Article G of the Constitution, in defining the duties of the 
Worshipful Master, says: • He (theW. M.) shall at the regular communi
cation preced ing the Festival in June, cause the Secretary to write opposite 
the name of each member of his lodge, suspended, when dues remain unpaid 
for two years. ' This leaves the Worshipful Master uo discretion in the 
matter. The order is general and not specific, and must of necessity in
clude himself, if he is in the list of those in arrears." 

This was referred to the Committee on Jurisprudence, which found it so 
new and difficult a question that they deferred until the next annual com

munication for a report. We shall look with some interest for that report, 

for we disbelieve in suspending without notice and an opportun ity to be 

heard. 

The Grand Master had performed public exercises on several occasions in 

which great interest was taken. He gives the corresponrlence which he had 

had with the Granrl Lodge of Washington, stat ing that he had been informed 

that the action had been rescinded, but he had received no official notice 
thereof. ' 

The committee to which this matter had been referred at the last com

munication reported as follows: 

"We are constrained to the conclusion that while the Grand Lodge of 
Washington has in terms rescinded the resolutions which were offensive to 
this Granrl Lortge, and which caused the severance of fraternal relations be
tween us and that Grand Body, it has accompanied the act of rescission 
with declarations which plainly and pointedly indicate that it is of 'the 
same opin ion still,' and further that it proposes to uphold any lodge within 
its jurisdiction in actinf!; on the spir it of the resolutions in the recogni
tion of persons as regular masons whom this Grand Lodge in common 

. with oth er Grand Lodges has expressly declared to be clandestine: and 
· that by the adopt ion of these declarations it has destroyed the force of the 

mere formal act of rescission, and therefore has fa iled to remove the real 
cause which has given offense. 

"Nesolved 1st, That, in view of existing conditions, this Grand Lodge 
'does not see its way clear' to revoke, at this time, its action in withdraw
ing fraternal relations with the Grand Lodge of the State of Washington. 

"2. Th at reaffirmin g our former action in this behalf we dE-sire the Grand 
Lodge of Washington and all other Grand Bodies to dist inctly unrterstand 
that we sincerely desire to preserve and perpetuate fraternal relations with 
t lt em all, and to this end are ready at any future time to rescind our action 
with reference to the Grand Lodge of Washington whenever we can do so 
without a sacrifice of a principle which we deem essential \O t.he pu rity of 
our order, and to the protection and preservation of tme masonic principles, 
usages and htndmarks." 

And the report was adopted. 

In accordance with a provision of their constitution which we deem to be 

very unwise, and which is in confl ict with the original plan of masonic gov

ernment, an amendment to the constitution had be~n sllbmittcd to the 
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lodges; but many of them having failed to act upon it, a circular was issued 
calling the attention of the lodges to it, and summoning the Master to ap
pear and give reason why no action had been reported from their lodges. 
A committee appointed to hear the excuses, reported that a part of the 
lodges claimed that they received no notice of the amendment; another part 
that the lodges had acted and the Secretary failed to report it; another part 
that they had actually acted upon them and filed notice with the Granrl 
Secretary; another part claimed that the notice was mislaid and never pre
·sented to the lodge; and about twenty lodges sent no exchse at all. But the 
Grand Lodge excused them, " on promise of more rigid observance of the 
law governing such matter in future." We do not believe that this matter 
will ever assume satisfactory form until the Grand Lodge follows the ex
ample of quite a number of those which adopted the same system and re
turned to the original plan. We think that the requil•ement that an amend
ment shall be submitted to the Grand Lodge at one session, referred to a 
committee for a report at the next session, and published in the proceed ings 
for the information of the lodges, and then acted upon by the Grand Lodge, 
is a wiser as well as more convenient method of amending the constitution. 

We are glad to find that the Grand Lodge has funded its debt to the 
amount of fifteen thousand dollars; by the issue of bonds to that amount, 
secured by a mortgage, which had been disposed of at par. They are 
arranged so that after January, nineteen hundred and two, they can be re
deemed at the rate of one thousand dollars a year, which the committee 
believe the Grand Lodge would be well able to do. 

Bro. JAMES M. BRUNDIDGE, Past Junior Grand Warden, Grand Lecturer, 
for more than fifty years a mason, and the oldest living member of the 
Grand Lodge, was made-an Honorary Past Grand Master, a title that, so far 
as the committee bad been able to learn, had been conferred but twice, one 
by Massachusetts and one by another Grand Lodge, which is not named. 

Grand Secretary, Bro. H. CLAY ARMSTRONG, made a report of his visit 
to the centennial anniversary of the death of Washington, at Washington , 
on the fourteenth of December last. 

He closes as follows: 
"Thus closed one of the most elaborate and impressive masonic events of 

this or any other age, and the occasion and the sublime ceremonies con
nected therewith will ever be remembered by all who were present." 

The Report on Correspondence, (208 pp. ,) was presented by Bro. WIL
LIAM Y. TITCOMB. 

We have not space for a full review of this report, but in interest and 
ability it comes up to his report of the preceding year, which was every
where received with commendation. He notes our suggestion that the 
Grand Secretary require the printer to make a distinction between extracts 
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and original matter. But the suggestion was not followed. Perhaps it was 
not brought to the attention of the Grand Secretary or printer in season, 
but we trust that it will be adopted. This is one of the very few reports in 
which that plan is not followed, and it certainly requires much more time 
for an examination of it as it now is, than it would if printed on that plan. 

He understood that in Arizona 'a dimit without a reccommendatory cer
tificate virtually ends the fraternal relations of the recipient with the frater
nity, and he dissents from this doctrine. We shall have occasion to refer 
to this matter again before completing this report. 

He favors deferring action in recognizing Mexican Masonry, until it shall 
have been demonstrated that within all the lodges, "the Bible, supporting 
the square and compasses, has exclusive possession of the altar, not divid
ing the honor with a book of constitutions, or any other inspired volume." · 

The review of Maine is fraternal and approving. He apparently dissents 
from us in relation to a case in which there was a disclosure of the ballot, 
and it appeared there was a mistake, in which case · we were of the opinion 
that t-he Grand Master might authorize a new ballot. We agree entirely 
that there should be no disclosure of the ballot, and we expressly stated that 
we did not understand how it was ascertained that there was a mistake, and 
we confined om statement to a case in which that should "legally appear." 

Since then we have known of a case in which we think the Grand Master 
was justified in ordering a new ballot. A lodge had been in the habit of 
using cubes for negative ballots, but finally concluded to return to the old 
system of using black and white halls. This change was not known to 
quite a number of members of the lodge, and the very first night when the 
balls only were used, a candidate was rejected on the first ballot. This 
mPant that at least two negative votes had appeared. Everybody was sur
prised, but nothing was said, and the candidate was declared rejected, and 
the lodge closed. But in some manner the attention of the members was 
called to the change in the system, and it was found that several of those 
who balloted were unaware of the change, and supposed that it required a 
cube to reject. Upon the facts being made known to the Grand Master, 
be, as we think rightly, ordered a new ballot, and the candidate was elected. 
So that we still adhere to our proposition that "if it legally appears" that 
a !IJistake was made, or was probably made, the Grand Master bas the 
power, in his discretion, to authorize a new ballot. The case we have re· 
ferred to, illustrates the fact that it is impossible, in advance, to say that a 
case can not happen in which that fact may legally appear. 

We reciprocate his kind wishes, and we may be allowed to say that we 
were delighted to meet representatives of his Grand Lodge, at Washington, 
on the fourteenth of December. 

He is rather inclined to agree with Bro. ScHULTZ and others of ua, that 
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depriving a brother of all his masonic rights for non-payment of dues, is un

just and unmasonic, although he thinks that there are two sides to the ques

tion. 

ARIZONA, 1~99. 

We have for a frontispiece a portrait of the retiring Grand Master AN

THONY A. JOHNS. 

Bro. J onNs, in his address, says that the membersh ip has increased dur

ing the year, and that the Treasurer presents very gratifying reports in 

relation to the financial condition of the Grand Lodge. He had not visited 
as many lodges as he had expected, but had found by diligent inqniry and 

from the reports of the various lodges, that the craft was prospering greatly; 
and peace and harmony preva!led; and their high standard of excellence 

was being maintained. 

He had decided that a man with a wooden foot, although but slightly 

crippled, was not eligible for the degrees. He quotes in his reply from a 

former decision, in which one-half of the old charge is stated as the law, but 

the balance of it, which modifies the half that was given, was omitted. 

A candidate rejected by one lodge having received the first del!ree in 

another lodge, the former protested on the g round of his character, and on 

the ground that he had been rejected upon the report of the committee in 

the other lodge. The Grand Master decided that if the candidate did not 

state that he had been rejected he should be di.sciplin ed. That if he did so 

state, the lodge ought to have made a strict investigat ion, and although he 

had then received one degree, it was the duty of the lodge to appoint a com

mittee to investigate the matter fully . 

We have the impression that the Grand Lodge of California will ultimate

ly find out that it is not safe to a llow a rejected candidate to go off into 

another part of the State, and at the expiration of twelve months apply at 

his new home for admission into Freemasonry. 

In relation to the Wash ington matter, he says: 

"I beg to report the receipt of a circular from M. W . Grand Master Up
ton, of Washington, relative to the action of that Grand Lodge in reference 
to Negro Masonry. 

" I also received a letter from what appeared to be the opposition, ask ir.g 
me to wire a protest to the Grand Lodge of Washington. · 

"I answered both of these letters by referring to the action taken hy this 
Grand Lodge at its last. session. I do not think the cor respondence of suffi 
cient importance to warrant its being printed in full. The Grand Lodge of 
Washington spent considerable time in discussion of th e affa ir, and, from 
the reports I have seen of its proceedings, I judge it bad changed materially 
its point of view. Grand Master Upton, however, writes me as follows: 
•At its last communicat ion , tbe Grand Lodge of Washington made no change 
in its position, but it greatly modified its language, in the hope that no ex
cuse may longer exist for misunderstanding us, or meddling with our aj!"ai1·s.' 
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If this is the case, I suggest that we oblige them by letting the matter 
alone." 

We are prepared for erroneous statements from Bro. UPTON to almost any 

extent, but we confess this surprises us: it is a little difficult to resist the 

conclusion that there was an intentional design to mislead. At any rate, 

the committee on the Grand Master's address did not accept the assurance, 
but reported as follows: 

"In the matter of Negro Freemasonry in th e State of Washington, we are 
without any copy of proceedings fron1 that State; but believing that the 
matter should be inquired into, we hand that portion of the address to the 
Committee on Correspondence, hoping that said committee will report fully 
at our next annual communication.'' 

"Meddling with· our affairs" suggests that violators of law generally are 

averse to that, but when the matter concerns other people, as in this and in 

other cases, this aversion will not prevent action. 

We have already noted that it has been decided in this Grand Lorlge that 

a certificate of withdrawal without a recommendation was substantially 

equivalent to the withdrawal of all masonic rights. The committee, to 

which the matter was referred, had examined the matter very fully, and 

submitted the following report: 

"Some difference of opinion having arisen in regard to the eligibility of a 
brother holding our certificate of withdra wal without recommendation to 
apply for membership by affiliation to a masonic lodge in this jurisdiction, 
your committee has taken the time to look up the authorities in the library 
of the Grand Lodge of California on the subject, back as far as the year 
1723, and have founrl, without exception, that a brother holding a certificate 
of withdrawal showing that he is in good standing, that no charges are 
against him, and whose dues are paid, is entitled, as a masonic principle, to 
apply for affiliation with another lodge. The certificate without recom
mendation seems to be the ancient and original custom. 

"The recommendatory certificate was originally issued by vote of the 
lorlge as an honorarium to show that the holder had performed special ma
sonic services. If a brother could demand a recommendatory certificate, 
the honorarium wonld be without any special significance, and the simple 
form would answer as well for use of those who had performed unusual 
service. 

"It is our opinion, strengthened by the opinions of the Grand Master of 
California, a Past Grand Master, and the chairman of the Committee on 
Correspondence, that prior to the approval of the report of our Committee 
on Jurisprudence in 1898, on that subject, the holder of either dimit as laid 
down in our Constitution was ent itled to apply for membership with another 
lodge by affi liation in the jurisdiction. 

• "The report of the Committee on Jurisprndence confirmed the idea that 
without a recommendatory certificate a brother could not apply for affilia
tion with us. This idea was apparently derived from the foot-note-a note 
of reference-which appears below the non-recommendatory form. This 
note of reference refers to no action of the Grand Lodge, and therefore is 
without effect. 

" In this connection it may be as well to state that the same foot-note ap
pears in the California forms prior to 1895, that it came there without action 
of that Grand Lodge, and that it disappeared in the same manner. No at-
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tention was paid to the foot-note by the Grand Lorlge of California; Decis
ion No. 370·of Anderson's Digest ignores it, and declares that either form 
of dimit (being the same as ours) will enable a brother to apply for affilia
tion. 

"It appears that Californi:t had this year a case (similar to ours of 1898) 
where a brother claimed to be a member still, because he did not receive a 
certificate of recommendation-more particularly because another lodge in 
that state refused his petition when accompanied by the non-recommenda
tory certificate. The Grand Master held that he had severed his connect.ion 
with the one lodge and that the other bad improperly refused to consider 
and ballot on his petition for affiliation. 

"A brother cannot be turned out of Freemasonry without a trial on specific 
charges, nor can a lodge be forced to recommend him, and to prevent that 
and to correct an erroneous iuterpretation of our laws, we hereby submit 
the following resolution, to be known and desiginated as Regulation No. 8 
of the laws of this Grand Lodge. 

" Resolved, Th:tt either a recommendMory certificate or a certificate 
of withdrawal without recommendation, as laid down in our constitution, 
is a proper dimit, and entitles the brother holding the same to apply for 
affiliation with another lodge in this jurisdiction." 

We are exceedingly glad that the committee so faithfully performed its 
duty and looked up the old law. In the earlier days in this section of the 
country, all that a member had to do was to resign his membership, and the 
Secretary noted it on the record. There gradually, however, grew up the 
custom of passing some complimentary resolutions when a brother resigned 
his membership, until tinally it became the method, and a brother wanting 
a dimit, applied for it, and it was submitted to the vote of the lodge, as the 
form of the dim it contained the recommendatory clause. Of course it soon 
came to be the fact that members voted upon it when requested, according 
to their views, and when it was de()iderl that a member in good standing on 
the books was entitled to a dimit, the members of the lodge insisted that 
if they were required to vote on the question they had the right to vote in 
accordance with their vlP.ws, and if they could not vote a recommendation 
they would vote against granting a dimit. It is now held in this section, 
that a member is entitled, as a matter of right, to his ctischarge from a lodge 
without any vote, but the lodge may vote and discharge him with a recom
mendation. 

We are glact to find that the Grand Lodge of Arizona holds, "That a 
brother cannot be turned ont of Freemasonry without a trial on specific 
charges." This has application to the law of some of her immediate neigh
bors. 

A very curious case came before the Grand Lodge. A brother summoned 
to assist an officer in arresting a party, seized the party to be arrested, who 
fell, and a part of his body was in Mexico ana apart in Arizona. However, 
the Arizona parties arrested the part that was in that territory, and of course 
that part that was in Mexico had to follow suit. Thereupon the Mexican 
authorities took measures to arrest the brother for violating their law, in 



Correspondence-Arkansas-Brit. Columbia. 9 

arresting a Mexican citizen in Mexico, and forcing him into the United 
States, so that the brother did not dare to cross the Mexican line. He asked 
the interference of the Grand Lodge to remove this bar upon his personal 
liberty, and the Grand Lodge did vote to use its good offices with the 
masons of Mexico, to prevent the further annoyance of the brother. The 
legal question seems to have been whether the greater part of the party's 
body, at the time of his arrest, was in the United States or was in Mexico! 

We have somewhere seen a decision that the officer may arrest the part 
in his jurisdiction, and if the rest chose to go with the arrested part, the 
officer is not blamable. 

The Grand Orator, Bro. CHARLES D. BELDEN, delivered a very fine ora
tion, which is published with the proceedings. 

There is no Report on Correspondence, but the Grand Master earnestly 
recommended that in the future they should have, as the apparent financial
condition of the Grand Lodge would now justify it. 

ARKANSAS. 

This Grand Lodge did not meet in 1899.- It adopted biennial sessions for 
a time in order to reduce its debt. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA, 1899. 

The proceedings of two special communications to lay corner stones are 
briefly given. 

At the annual communication, the Grand Master, DAviD WILSON, refers 
to the Peru matter, and says: 

"As soon as this su icidal act became known abroad, it was followed by a 
general declaration of non-intercourse by other Grand Bodies. Our own 
executive rloes not seem to have been aware of the radical change in the 
landmarks which Bro. Dam contemplated, for no action was taken by this 
Grand Lodge. Time, however, restored the right, for one year after (June, 
1898), the newly elected Grand MaRter promptly repudiated the decree 
issued by his predecessor, and the Grand Lodge revoked its former decision, 
thus restoring the great lights in the lodge!'." 

Later he received a letter from the Grand Secretary of Peru, and being 
· satisfied that the Grand Lodge was regular, he assured the Grand Lodge of 
the continuance of friendly intercourse. 

Of the Washington matter, the Grand Master says: 
"The other matter of interest under this head relates to the so-called 

• Negro Masonry' of the United States. The adoption by the Granrl Lodge 
of Washington at its last annual communication (1 898) of the report of a 
special committee on • Negro Masonry' resulted in the declaration of non
intercourse by several American Grand Lodges. Other American Grand 
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Lodges have not gone to such lengths, but have communicated th~ir de
termination to take some action unless an early reconsideration of what 
they regard as a practical recognition of Negro Masonry should be dec ided 
upon. 

"It may be well to remember that the Grand Bodies which have either sev
ered fraternal relations with the Grand Lodge of Washington or threaten to 
do so, have in many instances within their own jurisdictions colored lodges 
which have never been recognized. Now according to the doctrine of 'Ex 
elusive and Supreme Territorial Jurisdiction' (an exclusively •American' 
doctrine, not a landmark) the adoption by the Washington Grand Lod ge of 
the report mentioned above, is regarded chiefly as an unwarranted invasion 
of territorial jurisdiction and, therefore, worthy of severe condemnation. 

"Some very harsh language has been used in describing the action of our 
neighboring Grand Lodge, but I am urHtble to see that any landmark of the 
order has been broken in the course pursued, although one may well doubt 
its propriety under all the circumstances." 

As he falls into the very serious error that the doctrine of territorial juris

diction is an "exclusively American doctrine," of course his conclusion 

falls at once. 

We desire to call his attention, and that of Bro. s~r!TH, the chairman of 

the Committee on Correspondence, to the fact that the Grand Lodge of Eng

laud maintains the same doctrine. It is true, that it does not go to the ex
tent of prohibiting its lodges from ;·eceiving candidates from another juris

diction, but ne<trly forty years ago it expressly declared t.hat one Grand 

Lodge has no right to plant lodges or make masons iu the territory of 

another Grand Lodge. 

Within a few years also, the law officer of the Grand Lodge of England, 
in open Grand Lodge, sustained the position taken by the Grand Lodge of 

Maine in 1861, that this law grows out of the very exi.~tence of a plnral'ity of 

Grand. Lodges as a fundamental law. So that while we cannot say that this 

doctrine is a "landmark," it is, nevertheless, the law binding upon all Grand 

Lodges which have or claim territorial jurisdiction, as all the British Grand 

Lodges do, and all the Grand Lodges in the Dependencies of the British 

Crown also do. Moreover, it is not long since the Grand Lodge of Manitoba 

undertook to establish a lodge in Gibraltar, in terr itory which bad been 

under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of E1igland; thereupon the latter 

objected, that, under the laws of Masonry, the Grand Lodge of Manitoba 

could not lawfully establish a lodge in that territory. The Grand Lodge of 

Manitoba, at first, while yielding the point that one Grand Lodge cannot 

legally establish a lodge in the territory of another Grand Lodge, claimed 

that the territory where this lodge was established , was territory in which 

eithei: of the three British Grand Lodges could exercise jurisdiction, and 
therefore that any Grand Lodge in the Dependencies of the British Crown 

could establish lodges there. The matter was quite fully discussed, and the 

very general decision of the Grand Lodges was, that the claim of Manitoba 
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could not be sustained, and that Grand Lodge gracefully and fraternally 

yielded and withdrew its authority for the lodge. 

We shall have occasion to refer to this matter in our review of the Report 

on Correspondence, but we desire to correct the erroneous statement of the 

Grand Master, in connection with his address. We only desire in this place · 

to make one other quotation in regarrl to the matter from the address of 
Grand Master WILSON, as follows: 

"To these must be added the pledge which the Master makes at his in
stallation : 'You promise that no visitor shall be received into your lodge 
without due exam ination and producing proper vouchers of his having been 
initiated in a regular lodge.' (Ancient Charges.) 

"The laws just quoted undoubtedly refer to a ll visitors from whatever 
lodge or jurisd iction." 

• • • • • • • • • 
"That strict trial without the production of satisfactory paper credimtials 

is insuffic ient proof of the r ight to visit, must be apparent, 'for if a stranger 
b!! exam ined and can show that he is in possession of our secrets, it by no 
mea.ns follows either that, 1st, he may have obtained them unlawfully; or 
2d, he may have acquired them under a jurisdiction never recognized by 
our Grand Lodge, or with whom it is not at the time in fraternal relations; 
or lld, he may have been expelled by his Grand Lodge, or be under suspen
sion. The first is a hardly possible contingency. The second and third 
are more likely to occur, and must consequently be guarded against as more 
dangerous, for 1st, there are spurious and unrecognized bodies in existence; 
2d, Grand Jurisdictions perfectly regu lar in themselves may not happen to 
be on terms of masonic intercourse with us, therefore visitors hailing 
from them cannot be rece ived into our lodges; and 3d, though an ex
pelled brother, or une under suspension, might sti ll pass, yet the production 
of his paper vouchers will in almost every case prove a considerable obstacle 
in his way.' The inev itable conclusion is that the secrets without the ac
crediting papers, or the papers without the secrets, fa il to prove the right to 
visit a lodge ; both are clearly requisite." 

When it is remembered that the two parties in the Washington lodge in 

question, were made in il·regular lodges, claiming under an irregular Grand 

Lo<ige, the force of our quotation will be seen; our Most Worshipful brother 

apparently little thought how strong an opinion he was giving against the 

action of the Grand Lodge of Washington . 

Grand Master Vi'ILSON had been an exceed ingly active and energetic offi
cer, but we find nothing further of general interest in his address. 

The Deputy Grand Master makes a report of his visitations in which he 
&peaks in favorable terms of the lodges which he had visited. He had 

found, however, that brethren who had passed through the chair ba<1 too fre

quently lost their interest, a circumstance much to be regretted. 

The reports of the District Depnties, with one exception, show that they 

had faithfully performed their du t ies, and as a whole the reports show a 

very favorable and satisfacto ry condition of the lodges. The exception was 

in the case of a brother who had been obliged to be away from borne a large 



12 Correspondence-Br£t£sh Columbt"a. 

part of the year, and during the remainder had been prevented from leav
ing home by sickness in his family. 

The committee on the Grand Master's reports say: 
"We endorse the action of the M. W. G. M. with respect to our relations 

· with the Grand Lodge of Peru, and counsel measures of great prudence and 
caution in at all dealing with the question known as 'Negro Masonry.'" 

An amendment to the constitution was proposed, to the effect that if the 
report of two members of the investigating committee is unfavorable, no' 
ballot should be taken, but upon the acceptance of the report, the Master 
shall declare the candidate rejected. We trust that this will not he adopted, 
as it will really spread upon the records sufficient to show that two of a 
committee, whose names are known, were the ones who objected, and the 
effect, we believe, will be bad in relation to the action of committees, who 
will not want to go on record as reporting unfavorably upon the candidates. 
The old usage requires the question of admission to be decided by secret 
ballot, and the appointment of a committee to aid the lodge to reach a cor
rect conclusion is a more recent invention; and to insure faithful reports, 
the character of the report ought never to be spread upon the record, and 
we are glad to know that this method now very generally prevails. 

The Report on Correspondence (pp. 226) was submitted by W. A. DE Wor.F 
SmrH, and it fully sustains the high character of his former reports. He 
limits himself, however, a little more closely to an abstract of proceedings, 
and makes less comments than we would like to see. 

In his review of Maine, he agrees with us in not approving a law making 
an examination in the work of the third degree pre-requisite to membership, 
adding that, during the time the law had been in force in his jurisdiction, it 
"had caused endless trouble and annoyance." 

He states that a Grand Master of that jnrisdiction, on the occasion of an 
official visit to a lodge, submitted to an examination. We wonder what he 
would have done if his examination had been declared not satisfactory! 

In regard to ciphers, he says: 
"This question is rather an unsuitable one to discuss in the pages of a 

report of this kind, but, while we regret to differ from so eminent an au
thority, we have no hesitation in saying that we believe that the production 
of these ciphers is quite as much a masonic offence as in divulg ing any of 
the secrets of l\1asonry. A cipher must at least be intelligible to the person 
who made it, and no cipher has yet, to our knowledge, been invented which 
could not be deciphered with a little patience and perseverance." 

The expression, "a cipher must at least be intelligible to the person who 
made it," does not state the whole law, and if our brother will read the 
whole and not merely a part of it, be will see that this is untenable. As to 
the remainder of the sentence, we have only to say that the Webb cipher 
never bas been deciphered, and moreover, from its very nature it cannot be. 
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It is true that the cipher in general use may be deciphered, but when it 

comes to what is called the Webb cipher {although it is really no cipher at 

all), it is impossible. 
In relation to the Washington question, be gives the report upon which 

the action of that Grand Lodge was based, the report made thereon by Rro. 
RoBBINS, of Illinois, in his Report on Correspondence, the reports made to 
and adopted by the Grand Lodges of Massachusetts and Mississippi, and 

Bro. SMITH adds : 
"For ourselves, we think it is a matter for the Grand Lodge of Washing

ton alone. We do not see the expediency of their action, as in these lati
tudes, at all events, there are no difficulties in the way of a negro, or a man 
of any other color, gaining admission to masonic lodges if he can comply 
with the necessary requirements. There is absolutely no need in Washing
ton for two Grand Lodges, and we think their action extremely ill advised. 
If, as their petition stated, these persons were 'true, tried and trusty ma
sons, having been regularly initiated, passed and raised,' they should have 
had no trouble in being 'brought into communication with' the 'members 
of the craft in this State.' They should have, like any other visiting brother, 
applied for a committee of examination from one of the lodges, when, if 
they could prove their proficiency and no objections were raised, their 'com· 
munication with the members of the craft in ' the State would 
naturally follow. Their unwillingness to adopt this course appears to us to 
be a confession of the weakness of their position. 

"At the same time we think that the Grand Lodge of Washington has a 
perfect right to recognize another Grand Lodge if they want to. They have 
violated no landmark that we are aware of. The doctrine of State sover
eignty is a1purely American doctrine, and is not one of the fundamental 
principles of the Institution. It may be advisable, but that is al l. Neither 
do we see that any harm is being done to other Grand Lodges. There is no 
necessity for any other Grand Lodge to · recognize any negro Grand Lodge 
because Washington has done so. There is no obligation on the part of 
Hritish Columbia to recognize Mexican Masonry because Texas does so, nor 
is there any talk of withdrawing recognition from those Grand Lodges 
which have recognizad Mexican Masonry because of their action in that 
respect. 

"The Grand Lodge of Mississippi goes just a step further than any of the 
rest in declaring that it regards the State of Washington as unoccupied terri
tory in which any Grand Lodge may charter lodges with impunity. Not to 
mention the position in which this action places those Grand Lodges which 
have not suspended frate rnal relations with Washington, it will be interest
ing to watch what will happen should some Grand Lodge-Mississippi for 
instance-charter lodges in that state. There is no doubt that most, at any 
rate, of the Grand Lodges which have declared non-intercourse with Wash
ington will be very ready to resume fra ternal intercourse with that Grand 
Lodge when the cause of offence is removed ; then. what will be the status 
of the lodge or lodges chartered by other Granrl Lodges? And in what 
position will the Grand Lodge which charters them find itself after hav
ing chartered lodges in a state recognized by other Grand Lodges as already 
occupied? 

"The right of every Grand Lodge to manage its own affairs in its own 
way is universally conceded, and it seems to us to be the height of inconsis
tency to start with the premises that 'every Grand Lodge is sovereign with
in its own limits, and has an inalienable right to .determine the status and 
legality of every mason and masonic body' existing in its jurisdiction, and 
then deny the Grand Lodge of Washington the right to do this very thing 
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because it does not happen to decide in accordance wiLh the views of its 
critics. · 

"Nor do we believe that ' its decision is binding upon every mason and 
masonic body wheresoever situated,' as claimed by the Jurisprudence Com
mittee of Mississippi. As said bPfore, we a.re under no obligation to recog
nize the Gran Dieta because some others have done so, nor do we feel the 
nece>sity of recogniziug 'negro masons claiming their masonic descent from 
Prince Hall Lodge' because Washington deems them worthy of recogni
tion." 

We would ask Bro. SMITH if, under the rule giveu by his own Grand 

Master, either of those two gentlemen could have been admitted into a lodge 

in his jurisdiction. A visitor in British Columbia, as elsewhere, must pre

sent vouchers that he was made in a regular lodge. One of the parties would 

present vouchers that he was made a mason in a lodge in Pennsylvania, 
which the Grand Lodge of Penn8ylvania has declared to be a clandestine 

lodge. A regular lodge must be chartered by a regular Grand Lodge. The 

lodge in question was chartered by a pretended Grand Lodge in Pennsy l

vania, wllich the Grand Lodge of that State declares to be utterly clandes

tine. 

But the action of the Grand Lodge of Washington, in allowing its lodges 

to admit this man, necessarily decides that the lodge in which he was made 

is a regular lodge holding under a regular Grand Lodge, the decis ion of the 

Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania to the contrary notwit!Jstar;ding. Is it, then, 

"a matter for the Grand Lodge of Washington alone" ? Is the Grand 

Lodge of British Columbia made of such stuff that it would hold masonic 
intercourse with another Grand Lodge which recognizes a lodge in British 

Columbia and the masons made therein as regular, which the Grand Lodge 

of British Columbia declares to be an unlawful lodge and its initiates to be 

clan<iestine masons? Would it allow the members of its obedience to sit in 
a lodge with parties whom it holds to be clandesti ne masons? Nay, verily. 

His second paragraph is fully answered by what we have already given 

from the action of the Grand Lodge of England. 

Bro. SMITH does not seem to appreciaLe the difference between recogniz

ing a Grand Lodge in unoccupied territory ann recognizing one established 

in a territory in w!Jich a regular Grand Lodge already exists, exercising 

jurisdiction. But he may set it down that it is the doctrine of all English 

speaking Gra nd Lodges, tbat it is a fundamental law of Masonry growing 

out of the existence of a plurality of Grand Lodges, that one Grand Lodge 

cannot lawfully plant a lodge or make masons within the territory of another 

Grand Lodge. 

A Grand Lodge may be called "sovereign," but IJevertheless it is bound 

by the fundamental laws of the Institution, and if it violates those laws, it 

renders itself liable to be put without· the pale of Masonry. Its decision 

that a lodge existing in the territory of another Grand Lodge is a regular 
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lodge, when the Grand Lodge of the territory in which that lodge exists, 

declares it to be a clandestine lodge, is such a violation of fund amental 

masonic law, binding on all Grand Lodges, as, if persisted in, to justify and 

require the action proposed by the Grand Lodge of Mississippi. 

CALIFORNIA, 1~99. 

We have a volume of over six hundrerl and twenty pages, made up in part, 

however, as usual, by the returns of the membership of the various lodges. 

The Grand Master, FRANK M. ANGEU.OTTr, in his address says that the 
general condition of Masonry, within the jurisdiction, is excellent, and that 

the increase in members bad been greater than any previous year, save one. 
The financial condition of the lodges, as a general rule, was favorable; and 

harmony generally prevailed. He gives a succinct account of his official 

actions and decisions, and discusses various matters in a very ab le manner. 

It seems that under the law of his Grand Lodge, the Grand Master may 

graut d ispensations to reballot on the petitions of rejected cand idates, and 

of these he says : 

"Experience has convinced me that the practice of issuing dispensations 
to reballot on the petitions of rejected candidates is a dangerous one, and 
that the power vested in the Grand Master in that regard should be exercised 
with the greatest care. In the absence of good reason for believ ing that 
some mistake bas been made, the members of a lodge should not seek such 
a dispensation, aud the reballot should never be had without full notice to 
every member. That applicatious for such d ispensations have become very 
frequt>nt is shown by the large number of dispensations granted. I have 
carefully investigated the facts in each case and have la tterly sought to in·· 
sure proper notice of the reballot by requiring it to be had at a stated me!'t
ing, after notltication to each member. I have refused to grant such dis
pensations in several cases." 

We, too, think that this is a dangerous matter. It enev itably leads to the 

giving of some reasons why the candidate was rejected, and presupposes an 

inquiry to ascertain those reasons-a thing forb idden by our laws. 

He notices the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Washington in 1898, 

and also those of 1899. When he received the former, be addressed a com
munication to the Grand Master of Washington, in relation to the matter, 

in wh ich be says: 

"'You give your official assurance that the <1raud Lodge of Washington 
has not recogn ized any Negro Grand Lodge or expressed any intention of so 
doing, and that it has not repudiated the " American doctrine of exclusive 
jurisdiction." 

" 'It has, however, through its committee, said that the persons initiated 
in the so-called lodges chartered by snch Negro Grand Lodges are as fully 
entitled to the name of masons and to brotherly recognition as any other 
masous in the world, and having so declared them to be masons, it has fur
ther, by resolution, said to its subOrdinate lodges and the members thereof, 
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that it does not see its way clear to deny or question their right to recog
nize such persons as brother masons. 

"'This seems to me to necessarily involve a recogn ition by your Grand 
Lodge of all the Negro Grand Lodges, for it declares all initiated in lodges 
acknowledging allegiance thereto to be masons, anrl authorizes its own sub
ordinate lodges to recognize them as sncb. In recognizing members of such 
negro lodges, who happen to be in your state, as masons, your own lodges, 
by the express permission of the Grand Lodge of Washington, recognize the 
negro lodges from which they hail, and the Grand Lodges which chartered 
such negro lodges. Is not this a recogn ition of such Negro Grand Lodges 
by the Washington Grand Lodge? 

" 'I do not say this for the purpose of disputing your official assurance in 
the matter, but simply as a foundation for my opinion that the other A meri
can Grand Lodges wonld be justified in concluding that the Grand Lorlge of 
Washington had recogn ized the various so-called Negro or African Grand 
Lodges of the United States, and that it had also repudiated the "American 
doctrine of exclusive jurisdiction." 

" 'I understand that there is in this state one of the so-called African 
Grand Lodges and a number of subordinate lodges chart.ered thereby. They 
exist without cnarter or dispensation from the Grand Lodge F . and A. M. 
of Califcrnia, and are consequently, in the eyes of that body, illegal and 
clandestine. 

"'To my mind, the action of the Grand Lodge of Washington involves a 
recognition of the members of these lodges, the lodges and the Grand Lodge 
by which the lodges are chartered, as legitimate. 

"'The Grand Lodge F. and A. M. of California has always adhered to 
the doctrine of exclusive territorial jurisdiction. It is the supreme masonic 
power in this state, and recognizes no authority, except in itself, to grant 
any charter or dispensation for a masonic lodge therein. ' " 

We commend this to the attention of those brethren who have been con
tented to accept the statement that the Grand Lodge of Washington had 
not recognized any negro Grand Lodges, a thing so l'iterally t m e that it is 
actually a false statement. All that is meant by the declaration, is that the 
Grand Lodge of Washington rlid not adopt the u.sualjormal recognition of 
a particular Grand Lodge, but when we remember that acts are more forci
ble than words, as our Most Worshipful brother shows, it did recognize 
negro Grand Lodges in tbe most forcible manner possible. 

He repor_ts that two lodges are working in French and that he had ascer
tained that one of them had a completely written "exposition" of the work, 
but when be called their attention to the unlawfulness of the matter, the 
"expositions" were promptly destroyed. 

In some quarters it has become fashionable to decry and ridicule applica
tions to the Grand Master for decisions, and in relation to this he well says: 

"Many questions hove been asked regarding our laws. Some of these 
have been easily answered, while others have req uired much consideration. 
While much time and labor have been expended in exam ining the questions 
presented and in answering \.he inquiries made, I am not disposed to com
plain of the tendency on the part of the officers of lodges to refer matters, 
concerning which there is any doubt in their minds, to the Grand Master 
for adjudication. I realize, too, that very often a simple question becomes 
apparently so complicated by reason of the interes ts involved, that it is cou-
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ducive to the peace and harmony of a lodge to have the ruling of the Grauel 
Master thereon. However, Masters cannot be too strongly urged to search 
diligently our book of constitutions, ann from time to time cause its con
tents to he read in their lodges, as they are enjoined to do upon their installa
tion. I have answerecl each inquiry promptly and as fully as time would 
permit, and submit a statement of certain of my rulings, including all those 
that require your consideration." 

He decides in accordance with previous decisions, that an unaffiliatecl 
mason can keep himself in good standing, by applying for membership every 
six months, if as often rejected, but if he allows six months to elapse with
out an application he becomes suspended, and has to be restored. We fra
ternally refer our California brethren to the report of the Grand Lodge of 
Arizona which we have quoted. 

He also decided that when a Grand Lodge restores a brother, he becomes 
a non-affiliated mason in good standing, but can keep it only by applying 
for membership until he is elected, or if he is not elected, once in every six 
months. 

He decides that a lodge may conduct the funeral services, although cre
mation of the remains is to follow. 

He was obliged to apply the doctrine above stated to a brother who had 
been a member in good standing of a lodge which had surrendered its charter, 
simply because he han failed to apply for membership within six months; 
and a! though he applied a little Ia ter, nevertheless, he stood suspended from 
all the rights and privileges of Masonry. 

He held that under the California law, a member of a lodge against whom 
charges had been filed, could withdraw from the lodge, but, nevertheless, 
he would be liable to trial upon the charges, just as if he had not withdrawn. 

A lodge requested another lodge to confer the remaining degrees upon 
one of its E. A.'s. A member of a third lodge objected. He decided that 
the objection had no force, but that it would be the duty of the Master of 
the lodge to delay proceedings, aml acquaint the other lodges with the facts. 

He decided in effect, that a dimit without a recommendatory certificate 
determines the membership, and as we understand it, allows him to apply 
to another lodge for membership, precisely as if snch a certificate had -been 
issued. The Gmnd Master says expressly, that whether such certificate 
shall be given, is for the lodge to determine after the member has withdrawn. 
. He earnestly urged that action should be taken upon the report of the 

committee on work, saying: 

" In the well founded feeling that exists among masons against innova
tion in the work, I most heartily concur, but I have been most seriously im
pressed by the fact that practically the unanimous verdict of those who 
were made elsewhere, or who have investigated as to the work of other juris
dictions, is to the effect that the work as reported by the Committee on Re
vision is substantially the work accepted and used in all of the older juris-

Arr. 2 G .• "· 
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dictions of this country. Certainly it is more consistent with the traditions 
upon which the scenes exemplified are founded." 

Of publishing the names of the membership he says: 

"In this connection, I must call your attention to the fact that the time 
is fast approaching when, by reason of the increase in our membership, we 
must seriously consider the question of omitting from our printed proceed
ings the names of the members of the lodges. Already nearly half of each 
volume is devoted to the returns of the subordinate loctges. While such a 
publication is in many ways convenient to the officers of both Grand and 
subordidate lodges, it is not an essential. It is desi rable that a permanent 
record of the membership of the fraternity shoulct be made up each year, 
but that could be done without printing the same in the report of proceed
ings. Most of the larger jurisdictions publish only the names of the Master 
and Secretary of each lodge, which serves every ordinary purpose." 

He devotes a couple of l'Jages to the restoration of non-affiliated masons, 
and we are glad to find an apparent inclination to recede from the extreme 
position which the Grand Lodge has taken upon this subject. He says: 

"I speak particularly of this ruling, for the reason that any other con
struction would deprive of all his masonic rights, privileges and charities 
and declare unworthy of masonic considPration, the brother who has violated 
none of our laws, who has faithfully endeavonid to affiliate, and who is still 
a non-affiliate, simply because the lodges to which be makes application for 
membership refuse to accept him as a member. This would be more than 
the most ardent crusader against the non-affiliate has ever demanded." 

But in the amendment proposed, we still find that an applicant for aflilia
tion, under certain circumstances, must pay a sum equivalent to six months' 
dues to the lodge to which he applies, and which becomes the property of 
the lodge whether he is accepted or not. It does provide, however, that the 
affiliation fee shall be returned if the petition is rejected. 

He discusses also the subject of physical qualifications of candidates, and 
•· we commend the following to the perfectionists, especially those of them, 

who, in quoting this charge, invariably leave out all of it after the word 

"youth": 

"In the ancient charges revised under the direction of the Grand Lodge 
of England and approved by that body in 1722, the regulation upon the sub
ject Is as follows, viz:·-

"' No Master should take an apprentice unless he has sufficient employ~ 
ment for him, and unless be be a perfect youth, having no maim or defect 
in his body that may render him incapable of learning the art. ' 

"It has been contended that this requires absolute perfection, and so it 
does unless the words ' perfect youth' are qualified by the words that follow 
them. If these words are not a qualification of what preceded t!Jem, they 
are superfluous, for the words 'perfect youth' include all. But where, as 
was suggested by our Committee on Jurisprudence in 1864, out of the 'ce
lestial lodge above' is this absolute perfection to be found ? " 

The committee, to which his address was referred, signified their concur
rence in his views, but referred the matter to the Committee on Jurispru
dence. 
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He urges greater care in the investigation of the character of candidates, 
adding, however: 

"Complaints IHtve come to me from a very few lodges that good and true 
men are refused admission therein by the improper and persistent use of the 
black-ball. To such lodges I have said, that while I know of no more un
masonic act than the rejection of a worthy applicant from personal motives, 
I know of no remedy for the evil complained of, beyond the appeal that may 
be made to the consciences of the members. Its existence is due to the fact 
that unworthy men have gained admission to these lodges. 

" The secret ballot is essential to the protection of our brotherhood, and 
each mason must determine for himself, freely and without inquiry as to his 
action or motives, the character of his vote. The members of lodges cannot, 
however, be too frequently admonished that in the performance of any duty 
relating to the admission of cand idates, all personal feelings and considera
tions shou ld be cast aside, and the matter determined solely with reference 
to the applicants' qualifications and the welfare of Masonry." 

Our brethren who have seen nothing in a rejection but an expression on 
the part of some of the brethren that they do not desire the applicant to be 
admitted to their lodge, not because be is not worthy to be made a mason, 
but because they prefer otherwise, will find little comfort in these views. 

The Grand Secretary, as usual, submitted a full report, giving the details 
of his official action, none of which are of more than local interest. 

The Grand Lecturer presented an admirable report, and a brief abstract 
of the repor ts of the Inspectors, showing that the craft is harmonious as a 
whole and working well. He very wisely says, however: 

,; The allowance of three hundred ($300) dollars made by the Grand Lodge 
fo r traveling expenses ig not sufficient to permit the Grand Lecturer to do 
full justice to the great State of California in the matter of visiting the vari
ous masonic district s of the State, and while it is true that in many places 
the lodges and brethren generously and handsomely entertained the Grand 
Lecturer during his visits, it is often, doubtless, inconvenient and somewhat 
of a burden, however cheerfully bowe. The allowance should be increased 
to such a sum as would be adequate for perfect freedom on the part of the 
Grand Lecturer to accept or reject, as his judgment might dictate, this gen
erous and fraternal hospitality." 

The various Boards of Relief submitted full detailed reports. They credit 
Pythagorean Lodge, of Maine, with refunding fifteen dollars, paid for the 
relief of a mf' mber of that lodge. The only other disbursement for a brother 
from Maine is two dollars, in one case. Of course, the Home is noticed at 
considerable length, and is shown to be in prosperous condition, and doing a 
wonderfully good work. 

Past Grand Master MoRRIS M. EsTEE, from the Committee on Jurispru
dence, submitted a very able report upon the Washington matter, in which 
the views of the Grand Master are endorsed, and an adhesion to the doctrine 
of territorial ju risdiction most emphatically reaffirmed. The following res
olution was also adopted: 
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"Resolved, That we trust our masonic brethren in the State of Washing
ton will join with us in maintaining the masonic principles as herein ex
pressed, to the end that masonic territorial jurisdiction may be maintained 
in each State, and the Order may be unified and strengthened in all parts of 
this great Republic." 

The committee referred to the communication of the Grand Master of 
Washington, and add: 

"Exactly what is meant by this we cannot say. We understood the 
•American doctrine' to be that there should be but one Grand Lodge in the 
territorial limits of each State, because two or more Grand Lodges of Masons 
in any one State would lead to conflicts of jurisdiction and consequent strife 
and discord. This Grand Lodge has always maintained the 'American 
doctrine.' " 

The committee says further: 

"But the real point at issue between the Grand Lodge of Washington and 
this Grand Lodge is reached by the Grand Master of Washington when he 
says: • It (the Grand Lodge of Washington) does not see its way clear to 
deny or question the right of its constituent lodges, or of the members thereof, 
to recognize as brother masons negroes who have been initiated in lodges 
which can trace their origin to lodges warranted by the Grand Master of 
England.' 

"The above is the kernel of the whole proposition. So far as this masonic 
jurisdiction is concerned, 'Negro Masonry' does not now, aud uever has, 
called for any discussion. Indeed, our own Grand Lodge has many times 
passed upon this subject, and always that the color of a man's skin , or his 
race, does not either fit or unfit him for Masonry." 

* * * * * * * * * 
"This is just what the Grand Lodge of Washington has done, and if that 

Grand Lodge continues to pursue this line of action but one thing is left for 
this Grand Lodge to do, namely, to • suspend all friendly masonic relations 
with that Grand Body.' But it is our hope and earnest prayer that this will 
not be done. Our Constitution makes this action on our part necessary by 
prescribing that 'no lodge shall recognize any Body purporting to b£- a 
masonic lodge which shall be holden within the jurisdiction of the Grand 
Lodge of any State or Territory of the United States, without authority from 
such Grand Lodge.' 

"This is a question of paramount masonic jurisprudence within the State 
of California. It is vital to masonic existence. It is a ·question of masonic 
government, and any interference with it is as important and as dangerous 
to such government as would be the irregular interference of some foreign 
body of men in the political organization of a State government. It must 
be admitted that such action would lead to the de~truction of all govern
ment; that a divided authority would mean no authority , aud that the gov
ernment would fall to pieces by reason thereof." 

• • * * * * * • • 
"This Grand Lodge has held that 'the Grand Lodge of California recog

nizes no man as a mason unless he bas been regularly made one ill some 
lodge of masons acting under a charter or dispensation from some Grand 
Lodge having proper authority to grant such charter or dispensation. 1t 
does not therefore recognize any authority, except in itself, to grant any 
charter or dispensation for a masonic lodge in the State of California.' 
(See Vol. X, p. 154, bound Proceedings.) 

"The above is the settled masonic law of this jurisdiction. The real con· 
troversy thus presented between the Grand Lodge of the State of Washing-
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ton and this jurisdiction is that the Grand Lodge of Washington would seem 
to repudiate the exclusive masonic territorial jurisdiction in the State of Cali
fornia of the Grand Lodge of California. · 

''There must be some masonic supremacy in each masonic jurisdiction. 
In Cal ifornia this Grand Lodge is the supreme masonic authority. Says 
Mackey: 'If there is any one well recognized principle of masonic law and 
usage among all English speaking peoples, it is that two independent Grand 
Lodges cannot lawfully exist within the same jurisdiction.' Aud although 
the Grand Lodge of Washington 'disclaims recognition to a second Grand 
Lodge in any State or country,' yet it does actually do so when it recognizes 
as 'regularly initiated masons' those persons that a second Grand Lodge 
in California has authorized to be made masons. 

"In a word, under our American system of ' Masonry, a Grand Lodge of 
masons was established in California at an early date. Afterwards, and 
when such Grand Lodge was in full force and activity, then another Grand 
Lodge, claiming to derive its authority from a foreign jurisdiction-the 
Grand Lodge of England-is establishe•l in the same territory, namely, Cali
fornia. Then our Washington brethren recognize as masons those who are 
initiated under the authority of the second Grand Lodge, and at the same 
time they are opposed to a second Grand Lodge in any State jurisdiction. 
This does not seem rational. 

" Imagine a civil State government in California, and then imagine a tevo
lutionary State government in the same State. What kind of a friend to 
the old and legitimate State government would Washington be if it recognizert 
with equal force both State governments?" 

We quote at this length because some apparently well meaning brethren, 
(and some who are not so apparently well meaning) really profess to believe 
that the Grand Lodge of Washington did not recognize by its action any 
negro Grand Lodge, or any lodge hailing under such a Grand Lodge. 

We note that in a case of discipline, in which the judgment of the lodge 
was an acquittal, it. was reversed, and the party indefinitely suspended. In 
another case, where a brother had been sent to state prison, the Grand Lodge 
severe:y censured the lodge for long rtelay in acting upon the matter, 
although it ultimately undertook to try and expel the accused. The com
mittee say: 

"It was the duty of Oakdale Lodge, immediately upon the conviction of 
the mem her by the State Court, to cause him to be brought to trial, and 
thereupon to take such action as the circumstances of the case might war
rant, and not by prolonged delay give color to the belief among the profane 
that the fraternity in any manner acquiesced in the unlawful acts of the 
accused." 

We fear that there have been cases in Maine, to which this language 
would be applicable, but we earnestly hope that there will be no occasion 
for it in the future. 

The Grand Lodge, in the case before it, however, found that the proceed
ings in the trial were irregular, and set aside the judgment, and voted that 
the said ------ "be and hereby is by this Grand Lodge expelled 
from all the rights and privileges of Masonry." 

We are glad to see this exercise of the rightful powers of the Grand Lodge, 
in a case which loudly calls for it. 
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The matter of the French lodges was referred to a new committee with 

instructions to report next year, but giving those lorlges the right to use 

their present ritual, although the committee insists very strongly that there 

is no law justifying it, but only the fact that, in spite of the law, these 

lodges had been permitted for a good many years to use that ritual. 

As usual, the oration of the Grand Orator was of a high and very inter

esting character. 

In relation to dispensations to re-ballot on the petitions of rejected candi

dates, the Grand Lodge adopted the following: 

" While we approve of the action of the Grand Master in granting these 
dispensations, we also heartily concur in the opinion expressed by him in his 
Annual Message as to the 'dangerous practice' of issuing dispensations to 
re-ballot on the petition of rejected candidates. The Clrand Secretary has 
placed in our hands sixteen dispensations tore-ballot for rejected applicants 
for degrees. In two of these cases the lodges reconsidered their action on 
the same night on which the candidate was rejected, and unanimously asked 
for the dispensation tore-ballot. This was right and proper, and in conso
nance with parliame.ntary rule go~erning deliberative bodtms. Seven lodges 
asked for the dispensation at the end of one month; four at th end of two 
months; one at the end of three months; one at the end of 've months; 
and one at the end of eight months. When so much time is allowed to 
elapse before asking for the dispensation, as in the last mentioned cases, 
will there not be reason for the presumption that the delay bas not been in 
strict accord with the pure principles of Masonry? As early as 1857, our 
lamented Bro. Nathaniel Greene Curtis, then Chairman of the Committee 
on Jurisprudence, in submitting a report on the subject of granting a dis
pensation to re-ballot upon the petition of rejected candidates, used the fol
lowing language: 

" 'We are of opinion that dispensations should only be granted upon 
extraordinary occasions cr for excellent reasons. The ballot box is the 
bulwark. of Masonry, and after the lodge is closed the decision of the ballot 
is final. If it were otherwise, a lodge might be taken by surprise, and, in 
the words of the old regulation, "a turbulent member might be imposed 
upon it." '" 

The committee concurred with the Grand Master in his remarks in rela

tion to non-affiliated masons, and recommended the adoption of the pro

posed amendment to the constitution snggested by him. 

The committee reports against the decision of the Grand Master, relating 

to dim its, but the Grand Lodge refused to concur, and confirmed the deci

sion of the Grand Master as the law of the Grand Lodge. 

We do not find any action of the Grand Lodge in relation to physical 

qualifications, but in the immense amount of bu8iness reported, we may 

have overlooked it. 

The Report on Correspondence (pp. 117) was again presented by Bro. 

WnLIAM A. DAVIES. It is a wonderfully full abstract of the proceedings 

of the Grand Lodges in ·the fewest possible words, but with few comments. 

In his review of Canada, he well says: 
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"We must say in all courtesy that we think Bro. Robertson's explana
tion does not explain why a lodge should be 'called off,' i. e. from labor for 
the purpose of doing masonic work. We can readily understand why a 
lodge at labor should be called off for the purpose of partaking of refresh
ment, or for taking a rest, but why 'call off' to do masonic work, which 
may be the placing of a corner stone, the burial of a brother, or the cere
mony of dedication. The adjournment of a lorlge, we consider irregular and 
only to be tolerated in case of excitement from an alarm of fire, or an earth
quake shiver; in either of which cases the brethren are apt to retire and not 
stand upon the order of their going." 

He cannot quite understand the report of Bro. RoBBINs, of Illinois, in 
relation to the action of the Grand Lodge of Washington. Years ago, before 
Bro. DAVIES was upon this committee, Bro. RoBBINS expressed himself sub
stantially in support of the same position which the Grand Lodge of Wash
ington has now taken. To he sure, so far as we know, he stood alone, but 
that made then, and makes now, no difference with Bro. RoBBINS. lie ba.~ 
his convictions, and "bas the courage of his convictions"; but he did not 
succeed in convincing others of the correctness of his position then, and the 
mann'lr in which the action of the Grand Lodge of Washington has been 
received, shows that the same result follows now. 

We regret to find that the Proceedings of our Grand Lodge had not been 
received when he was compelled to close his report. 

CANADA, 1899. 

In accordance with a vote of the Grand Lodge to publish the portraits of 
its Past Grand Masters, we have the portraits of WILLIAM M. WILSON, Gr. 
Master for ten years (but not consecutively), THOMAS DouGLAS HARINGTON, 
Grand Master for four years, WILLIAll B. Sia!PSON, Grand Master for two 
years, Co1.. A. A. STEVENSON, Grand Master for three years, and JAMES SEY
MOUR, Grand Master for one year; the administrations of the five covering 
the first twenty years of the life of the Grand Lodge. 

Several special communications were held, at which the Grand Lodge laid 
corner stones of public buildings, including several churches. 

The Grand Lodge held its annual communication at Ottawa: it was wel
comed by the Mayor, with a response by the Grand Master; also by a dep
utation from the Ottawa lodges. There were present as visitors, brethren 
from the lodges of Quebec, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Prince Ed
ward Island, who of course were ~armly welcomed. The visit of these 
brethren from other jurisdictions added much interest to the meeting of the 

Grand Lodge. 

The Grand Master, E. T. MAWNE, delivered an exceedingly interesting 
address. He says: 
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"I bring you tidings of peace and prosperity from all parts of the juris
diction. Our lodges are in a flourishing condition; our craftsmen are en
gaged in works of love and charity; our financial returns will show an in
crease over that of any previous year, and our Grand Lodge is in cordial 
and fraternal relations with every legitimate Grand Lodge in the world. 
We are a favored people; our country is in a prosperous ann peaceful con
dition, with bright prospects for a continuation of such blessings. Let us 
therefore at the commencement of our labors return thanks to Almighty 
God for the abundant mercies bestowed upon us, and pray that the business 
of the session may be conducted under His watchful care." 

He announced the death of several members of the Grand Lodge, and 
paid beautiful tributes to their memory. 

Of the condition of the craft he says further: 
"Information from all parts of the province justifies me in reporting a 

very prosperous year. I am safe in claiming an increase of almost one thou
sand in our membership. Brethren who were estranged from us for years 
are again in the fold. The work of the locl.ges is in with love for the order 
and a determination to live up to its precepts. In addition to the large 
sums of money granted annually by Grauel. Lodge for benevolence, I am 
pleased to note that the suborrlinate lodges are alive to their duty and have 
expended over eight thousand dollars in practical masonic charity. I know 
whereof I speak, as I am aware of many ca~es where the gifts from the 
lodges and individual members proved of inestimable value to the bereaved 
ones." 

Speaking of the zeal and fidelity with which his associate Grand Officers 
have performed their duty, he says: 

"I know the brethren will agree with 'me in making special mention of a 
class of officers, who, in my opinion, undergo greater trials and suffe'r more 
privations in the cause of Masonry than all other representatives of Grand 
Lodge. I allude to the D. D. G. M. 's of the nineteen masonic districts. I 
have no hesitation in affirming that the great success and prosperity which 
we now enjoy are due to these enthusiastic brethren. They are entitled to 
your gratitude and plaudits. I desire to place on record my gratitude to 
them for the assistance given to me in bringing into fellowship with us those 
of our brethren who were unatliliated or under suspension for non-payment 
of dues." · 

He had found, to his surprise and regret, that in some lodges rlissension 
existed to such a degree that all candidates would be rejected; and among 
the reasons apparent for the dissensions, was unrecognized ambition for 
office. We regret to find that this evil has been a growing one, during the 
past few years, and has sprearl very widely through the fratemity. Of 
course it is for the benefit of the craft, that brethren should be zealous, but 
zeal proceeding wholly from personal ambition is very apt to be injurious in 
the end. In many instances this has been signally rebuked, but, neverthe

' less, the evil exists, and it is one of the most serious evils affecting us, and 
brethren who love the Institution ought to set their faces against it, and if 

possible prevent its invading their lodges. 
He pays a high tribute to the History of Freemasonry in Canada, lately 

issued by Past Grand Master Bro. J. Ross RoBERTSON. We have been 
hoping that this work would be put ou sale in this country. 
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He refers to the action of the Grand Lodge of Washington, and among 
other things says: 

"During the past year the fraternal relations existing between the vari
ous Grand Lodges in the United States received a great strain in conse
quence of the action of the Grand Lorlge of Washington in recognizing the 
establishment of another Grand Lodge (composed of colored men) within 
the borders of that State, thereby dealing a blow to the established doctrine 
of exclusive Grand Lodge jurisd iction . This action, if approYed of by other 
Grand Lodges, wou ld give a standing to men made in lodges which have 
been considered clandest.ine. Several of the Grand Lodges suspended 
masonic intercourse with the Grand Lodge of Washington, while all of the 
Grand Lodges disapproved of the recognition given to irregular and clandes
tine masons." 

He received a letter from Grand Master UPTON, asking for his opinion and 
for fraternal counsel, and from his reply we take the following: 

' ' You asked my opinion upon certain matters mentioned by you, and also 
honor me with a request for fraternal counsel as to the advice you should 
give to your Grand Lodge in the matter. I quite agree with you that the 
questions raised are of the gravest c!Jaracter, and for that reason, while 
giving you my personal views, I prefer to send all papers to the Grand 
Lodge over which I have the honor to preside, and which will meet on the 
nineteenth day of July next. 

"Aside from any views I may have regarding the legitimate standing of 
Prince Hall and his associates, and of African Lodge, No 459, constituted 
under a warrant from the Grand Lodge of England, I have strong doubts as 
to th e right or power of African Lodge to constitute other lodges or to form 
Grand Lodges. 

"l regret exceedingly the action of your Grand Lodge in countenancing 
'the establishment of lodges in your State which do not and will not owe 
allegiance to your Grand Lodge as the sole masonic authority therein. I am 
at a loss to understand how our Grand Lodge can recognize more than one 
Grand Lodge in your State, viz., the Grand Lodge of which you are the dis
tinguished Representative. Our Grand Lodge placed itself on record on 
this question on the 3d day of July, 1871, when a letter was received from 
E. C. Cooper, Secretary of a lodge at Chatham, in this Province, and also 
a petition from J. J. Moore and others belonging to a lodge in the City of 
Toronto, in this Province, both said to be holding warrants from the Grand 
Lodge of the State of New York (colored), desiring to surrender their war. 
rants, and affiliate wi th the Grand Lodge of Canada. Granrl Lodge unani
mously adopted the following report: 

" 'The Board of General Purposes, to whom theM. W. the Grand Master 
referred the communication of E. C. Cooper, of Chatham, dated 24th May, 
1871 , and the petition of J. J. Moore, William Harrison and others, beg leave 
to report: That the R. W. the Grand Secretary be instructed to acknowl
erlge the receipt of the letter and petition above referred to, and to state in 
reply thereto that the Grand Lodge of Canada is in communication and 
friendly intercourse with theM. W. the Honorable Fraternity, of A. F. and 
A. Masons of the M. W. Grand Lodge of the State of New York, and can
not recognize any other borly claiming to be a Granrl Lodge within the juris
diction of that Grand Lodge or any body assuming to derive its authority 
from any such unrecognized body.' 

"'That any application for admission to our privileges, or jurisdiction by 
those referred to in the said letter or in the said petition, must be made by 
the personal application of each candidate to a regular lodge, in accordance 
with the course pointed out in the constitution.' 
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"The above report clearly sets out my views on the subject, and I am 
positive that Grand Lorlge will not recede therefrom in any one particular, 
uor will the fact that your Grand Lodge approves of and countenances the 
existence of another Grand Lodge in your State, change my views on the 
subject. It will therefore require no stretch of imagination to prerl ict the 
complications which will in all likelihood ariBe in consr.quence of the action 
of your Grand Lodge. As you ask my fraternal advice on the subject, I 
honestly say that I regret the action taken by your Grand Lodge, and would 
gladly welcome a reconsideration on your part of the subject. While de
ploring the harsh language which you claim to have been used by several of 
the Grand Lodges when discussing this question, still I am convinced that 
you have not fully appreciated the motives of those who have opposed you 
in this matter. I trust you will accept these remarks as emanating from 
one who has the warmest anrl most fraternal regard for you and your Grand 
Lodge, and whose earnest desire is to see harmony restored and the fraternal 
intercourse renewed between your Grand Lodge and the other Grand Lodges 
of the United States of America." 

We quote this at length, because the Grand Lodge of Canada was one 
which the author of this action confidently E!Xpected would sustain it. 
Grand Master MALONE intended to submit the whole matter to the Grand 

Master, but he had received the action of the Grand Lodge in eighteen hun
dred and ninety-nine, of which he says: 

"Suffice it to say that the clauses or resolutions embodied in the original 
report which have been so strongly objected to by the various sister Grand 
Lodges are now repealed and fraternal greetings are sent to all the brethren 
throughout the world. We join with them in the prayer, 'May brotherly 
love prevail, and every moral and masonic virtue cement us.' " 

W},lat our Most Worshipful brother will think of the letter of Grand 
Master UPTON to the Grand Master of Arizona we can scarcely imagine. 

The Grand Master had made a large number of official visits which evi
dently harl been occasions of great interest and advantage to the fraternity. 
He speaks in glowing terms of his visit to the Grand Lodge of New York. 

He announce(! several decisions; among them one censuring a Master for 

allowing the ballot boxes to be passed three times, and also for allowing the 
members of the lodge to discuss the merits of a candidate on whose petition 
the ballot had been taken. He also directed a District Deputy Grand Master 
to put a stop to a practice, which, for the first time, had com e to his notice, 
of initiating two or more cand idates at the same time. 

We find from another decision, that in the settlement of the so -called 
Grand Lodge of Ontario question, parties who are healed become entitled to 
the rank which they had obtained under that body. 

He further decided, that the loss of a thumb and first finger of the left 
band does not debar a person from becom ing a mason. 

The Grand Secretary, in his full, itemized rei)'ort, an nounces the appoint
ment of Bro. C. W. PosTLETHWAITE, of Toronto, as Grand Representative 
of the Grand Lodge of Maine, in place of the lamented Bro .• JoHN W. MuR
TON. 
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The reports of the District Deputy Grand Masters are published in full in 
the Proceedings, taking up one hundred and twenty pages. They bear out 
what we have quoted from the Grand Master, and the statement of the 
Committee, that their duties had been performed in the most painstaking 
manner, and they certainly placed before the Grand Lodge a very intelligent 
statement of their views of the condition of the various lodges. 

We find that they are furnished with a blank in which the followin g par
ticulars, in addition to the number, name and location of the lodge, are 
itemized; total number of members; increase (not net) during the year; 
decrease during the year; the number of times each degree has been con
ferred; the number of affiliations, restorations, resignatio?s, suspensions .for 
non-payment of rlues, suspensions for other causes, and deaths; also the 
number of regular meetings and the number of emergent meetings; the aver
age attendance of members ; the amount paid for relief; the number of mem
bers twelve months in arrears; the total of all arreaages; the date of the last 
Grand Lodge returns, the fin ancial standing (good or otherwise); the pros
pects of the lodge ; whether the Worshipful Master can work all the degrees; 
and the amount of insurance. 

Every Deputy fi lled these blanks, and the result is published in connection 
with his report. They seem to be carefully made up, and of course must 
give the Grand Lodge-and by their publication the craft-a pretty full and 
accurate account of the condition in which the Deputies found the various 
lodges. 

It may surprise our brethren in Maine, but while the answer to the ques
tion "Can the Master work all the degrees" is very generally "Yes," in 
thi1·ty cases out of the three hundred and sixty-one lodges visited, the answer 
was in the negative ; there were only five lodges in the jurisdiction which 
had not been visited. 

We commend this system to the attention of our own District Deputy 
Grand Masters, although we believe that the same matters receive their 
careful atten tion in their visitations. 

One Deputy very earnestly urges that candidates should be instructed in 
the symbolism of Masonry, in addition to the instruction that is given in 
the work, and he says that he can bear witness to the effect produced on 
candidates by proper and systematic teaching. He adds: 

"In this connection it is an open secret that Masters are sometimes in
stalled before they are able to give even one degree, to say nothing of the 
three, and that they finish their year of office very much as they began it. 
What effect must such men have on the candidates and the welfare of the 
craft!" 

The business of the Grand Lodge was chiefly routine, and of merely local 
interest. 
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It will be remembered, that in this jurisdiction , no lodge can expel a 

member, and can only suspend, and recommend the expulsion of the party 

to the Grand Lodge. Heretofore, the matter has been presented at the next 

session of the Grand Lodge, and the party sum moned to appear and show 

cause a year afterward, but an amendment was adopted at this session, that 
the proceedings of the lodge should be filed with the Grand Secretary, and 

the Grand Master authorized to summon the party to appear at the next 
session of the Grand Lodge, so that there should not be a delay of a whole 

year in final action. 

The Board of General Purposes, in reporting on the address of the Grand 

Master , well say: 

"The Board are happy to be able to join with the Granrl Master in his 
expressions of satisfaction at the present prosperous condition of the craft 
throughout the jurisrl iction. This prosperity is undoubtedly largely due to 
the admirable manner in which the D. D. G. M. 's perform the rinties of 
their offices. Tneir fidelity in the discharge of their trust, and their zeal 
and self-denial have repeatedly elicited high praise from the authorities of 
the most intelligent forei gn masonic bodies. It is our duty distinctly to 
recognize, as th e Grand Master has done, our obligations to the D. D. G. M. 's, 
and to give them at least the assurance that their serv ices are full y appre
ciated by Graud Lodge." 

The Report on Corresponrlence (pp. llG) was presented by Rro. HJ>NRY 

HonERTSON. In his introduction he says: 

"By far the most important topic of discussion in masonic circles in 
America is the action of the Grand Lodge of Washington in their quasi-rec
ognition of the Negro lodges and Grand Lodges. The full text of the reso
lutions passed by the Grand Lodge of Washington in this matter will be 
found in the review of that jurisdiction. It is true that the author of these 
resolutions says that they do not recognize any Negro Grand Lodge, but the 
distinction is too fine for ordinary mortals to grasp. The Grand Lodge 
allows its lodges and members to recognize as masons negroes initiated in 
lodges tracing their origin to certain named Negro Grand Lodges; and if 
this is not a recognition of those bodies, then we must confess that we do not 
know what recognition means. At all events, it seems to be everywhere an 
accepted fact that recognition of the Negro lorlges and Grand Lodges is the 
meaning and effE:ct of these resolu tions. 

"The merits of the case have been fully and exhaustively discussed in 
years gone b,v. The subject of Negro Masonry has been brought to the at
tention of a number of Grand Lcidg~s with the invariable result that it was 
condemned as clandestine a nd irregular. 

"The question of color does not enter into the discussion at all, it being 
universally admitted that neither race nor color will debar an applicant from 
initiation into the mysteries of the craft. 

"There are many regular Negro masons, made in regular lodges; and the 
status of these is not in question ; bnt it is the far larger number, tracing 
their origin to African Lodge, sometimes called ' Prince Hall' Lodge, that 
the Grand Lodge of Washington proposes to recognize. 

"This African Lodge, of which Prince Hall was Master, was chartered 
by the Grand Lodge of Eugland in 1784 to meet in Boston, Massachusetts, 
a territory which had been then already occupied by the Grand Lodge of 
Massachusetts since the year 1775. African Lodge was empowered to meet 
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as a lodge, but it had no power to constitute any other lodges. For failure 
to make returns and other reasons, it was struck off the roll by the Grand 
Lodge of England in 1813. It does not appear to have worked after the 
death of Prince Hall in 1807. Prior to his death, however, he, without any 
apparent authority, organized a lodge in Philadelphia and another in Provi
dence, Rhode Island, and these three lodges afterwards formed a Grand 
Lodge; and it is from this body that all the present Negro Lodge and Grand 
Lodges proposed to be recognized by the Grand Lodge of Washington trace 
thei r origin." 

We call special attention to his discussion of the claim of the author of 

the resolutions, that they did not recognize any negro Grand Lodge, which 

claim has been accepted as true, by many brethren, some of the able 

masonic writers in England being among the number. 

As usual , Bro. RoBERTSON confines the body of his report to an abstract. 
He does say, in referring to the report of Bro. RoBBINs, made in topical 

form, although bound to be a good one, that he can hardly see that it is an 

improvement on the old style, which he evidently likes best. 

In his review of Maine he says, that the twelve month Jaw has worked 

well in that jurisdiction, and that he knows of no injury that has resulted 

from allowing lodges to receive petitions after a residence of twelve months 

within the jurisdiction, even though the candidate had been, previously to 

the commencement of th at time, rejected elsewhere. This statement is 

based on experience, but there is a failure to state whether he has actually 
known of the admission of candidates rejected elsewhere at the expiration 

of only twelve months from such rejection. 

His report is a valuable one; but he has been so long engaged in making 

these reports that we believe that they would be of grea ter value to the 

whole craft, as well as the craft in Canada, if he would give his own views 

more frequently in relation to the question discussed in the matters to which 

be refers. 

COLORADO, 1899. 

By vote of the Grand Lodge, the first page after the title page of this vol

ume is inscril.Jed as follows: 

"To the memory of Worshipful Brother George Washington, inscribed 
on the centennial of his death by the M. W. Grand Lodge A. F. and A. M. 
of the State of Colorado: which was admitted to the Union of States on the 
centennial of the Declaration of Independence, which waR made effective by 
Wash ington , through his pract ice of the various masonic virtues." 

Next follow the portraits of M. W. Bros. ALPHONSE A. BuRNAND, the 

incoming Grand Master; HENRY M. TELLER, Past Grand Master; and HAR

PER M. ORAHOOD, Past Grand Master; with a brief sketch of each. 

The Grand Master, HonACil T. DE LoNG, congratulates the Grand Lodge 
that during the thirty-eight consecutive years of its existence no Grand_ 
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Lodge officer had died in office, and he thinks that this is a remarkable rec

ord. We think, however, without having stopped to look at the statistics, 

that the length of time has been equaled in Maine, especially when we in

clude only the same officers which the Grand Lodge of Colorado has. 

But our Most Worshipful Brother was obliged to announce the death of 

three Past Grand Masters, OREN H. HENRY, GEORGE EDWARD WYMAN, 

BYRON L. CARR; and also Past Deputy Grand Master FHANCIS L. CHILDS. 

Of the condition of the craft, he says: 

"Certain lodges are having their troubles, but the craft as a whole in this 
jurisdiction is in a very prosperous condition. Only one appeal has come 
to my notice, and all the papers for this are now in the hands of the Com
mittee on Appeals and Grievances, which will, I am confident, easily dis
pose of the case to the satisfaction of all parties concerned. In my visita
tion::; I have found the craft hungry for information. We ought to have 
better methods for disseminating masonic knowledge." 

Of the Washing~on Memorial Anniversary, he says: 

"The Washington Memorial occasion is an auspicious event, full of inter
est not only to the masons of this generation, but to the craft universal for 
all time to come. This jurisdiction is especially interested in doing. all that 
can be expected of it to assist in maintaining the dignity of the occasion. 
The first thought concerning this centennial memorial was conceived in the 
bra in of one of our own distiuguished members, and our Grand Lodge ap
proved the idea as soon as it was mentioned. At our request the Most Wor
shipful Grand Lodge of Virginia has taken the lead in planning for these 
exercises. She has found that the event is of more than local intPrest, of 
more than national interest, that it is of world·· Wide interest." 

We shall have occasion to speak of this later ou. 

The question of physical qualifications having been frequently presented 

to him, he calls the attention to the by-law and twenty-one approved de

cisions growing out of it, and iustead of answering the questions, he had 

directed that this by-law and the decisions should be read in open lodge, 

before a ballot was cast, believing that after such light they could well afford 

to risk the results. 
He had made quite a number of visitations, which occasioned a good deal 

of interest, and which was of great interest to the lodges visited, because if 
there was not work to do, or if the whole time was not taken up with work, 

questions of masonic law and symbolism were discussed at length. 

The question of non-payment of dues had of course troubled him, and in 

this connection he says: 

"Permit me to state that in my humble op11110n the time is com ing, and 
no man knows how soon, when the fees for the first three degrees will be 
made to cover not only the cost of initiating, crafting and raising, but will 
include enough to pay for a life membership. Then, instead of being pro
hibited, life memberships will become universal; then, by wise laws prohib
iting the use of these funds during the life of the member, sufficient interest 
can be obtained to pay annually into the treasury more than can be collected 
from dues. When that day comes we will have no non-affiliates, no breth-
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ren suspended for non-payment of dues. Then will it be universally known 
that every suspended mason has committed some crime greater than the 
crime of poverty." 

This is indeed a "consummation devoutly to be. wished," but in the pres
ent generation, it is manifestly impracticable, unless we exclude very many 
of those who, according to experience, make the most valued members of 
the Institution . 

He makes various recommendations, but most of them are in reference 
to their local law~ . 

An able oration was delivered by the Grand Orator, JAMES H. KILLIAN, 
well worth examination by our brethren. 

Bro. WooDllURY presented a report in relation to the Washington Centen
nial Exercises, with a proposed programme for the occasion, which was 
substantially adopted by the Granrl Lodge of Virginia. 

It will be remembered as stated by the Grand Master, that the idea of 
observing this occasion originated with onr brethren of Colorado, and that 
they have sustain ed it, in every respect, magnificently. 

The Grand Lodge of Virginia took the matter up, and the arrangements 
f0r the occasion were very wisely made. It was expected that it wonld be 
not only of great intere~t to the fraternity, but to our country. 

Since the report which we are reviewing was written, the exercises have 
taken place, and the conception of the importance and interest of the occa
sion, high as th ey had been in advance, were altogether exceeded by the 
actual results. The masons of the country and all our people are under ob
ligations to our brethren of Colorado, and our brethren of Virginia, for con
ceiving and carrying throngh an event of the very highest importance to us 
all, whether masons or profanes. 

We would be glad to notice, at some length, if space permitted, the report 
on necrology, especially as three out of the four were natives of New Eng
land, Bros. CniLDS and HENRY having been born in Vermont, and Bro. 
CARll in New Hampshire. 

The Grand Lodge overruled the report of the committee, and sustained 
the decision of the Grand Master, to the effect that dimits to be legal must 
be under the seal of the lodge granti11g them. Acting upon the recommen
dation of the Grand llfaster, a law was passed authorizing the consolidation 
of lodges; it is somewhat similar to our own, but limited in one respect 
more than ours. In this State a two-thirds vote of each lodge only is re
quired, bnt in Colorado if seven or more votes are cast in the negative, it 

defeats th e project. Now while we believe that the charter of a lodge shoul<i 
not be surreudered as long as seven members are desirous of keeping it, we 
think the question is entirely different when it relates to the consolidation 
of one lodge with another. 
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One curious case came before the Grand Lodge, A man who had been 
rejec ted by two lodges applied to anoth er lodge, stating that he had never 

been rejected, and also stating that he had been fif teen months a residenlfin 

the jurisdiction of the latter lodge, while, as a matter of fact, he and his 

wife both voted in the place in which the lodge to which he had previously 

applied was situated, a few months before . The lodge s uspended him in

definitely, and the two lodges, by which he had been rejec ted, appealed to 

the Grand Lodge. The Grand Lodge set aside the proceerlings of the lodge 

and expelled the party from all the rights and privileges of Masonry. 

In this jurisdiction the ·two lodges could not h ave appealed, but in this 

case, at least, having the right to do so was fo r the good of Masonry. 

The Report on Correspondence (pp. 166) was presented by Brother LAw

HE NC E N. GREENLEAF, and is mainly an abstract. 

Of the views of Bro. RonniNS, in rela tion to lodges fo rmed under the au

thority of Supreme Councils, he says: 

"Bro. Robbins holds tenaciously to the opinion that there is no legitimate 
Masomy that cannot trace its descent from the Grand Lodge of .England, 
and formulates bis report in accordance therewi th. l-Ie indicates no way by 
which the Masonry which has been disseminated in these many countr ies 
through other channels can be regulari zed. The lengthy list of Grand 
Bodies thus placed under the ban or deemed of doubtful character will sha t
ter many a cherished ideal of the universality of F reemasom y. 

"Will the absolute abandonment of all control over sy mbolic lodges by 
Supreme Councils and Grand Orients in the countries cited by Bro. H.. pave 
the way for their future recognition, or must there be sought other solution 
of this question of regularity ? 

"It seems to us, in view of the fact that recognition is being accorded by 
our American Grand Lodges to quite a number of t hese fo reign Grand 
Bodies, deemed by Bro. R. and the Urand Lodge of Illinois to be 'w ithout 
authority,' or with ' quasi authority,' that some common agreement should 
be arrived at as speedily as possible to avoid future complications. As the 
matter now stauds, American Masonry is being in volved in a hopeless tangle. 
For instance, a foreign brother upon arriving in New York City is warmly 
greeted as such, the Grand Body from which he ha ils being recognized in 
that jurisdiction, but upon reaching Chicago he is given the icy sta re and 
told the sooner he covers the d istance between the fourteenth story of their 
Temple and the pavement below, the better. Wi thout en tering into any 
argument pro or con, we leave the subject fo r the careful conside ration of 
the writers of the guild and all masons who are interested in the realization 
of the Lodge Universal among all peoples and in all lands." 

Referring to the expulsion of brethren for having announced in open lorl ge 

that by a change in religious belief, they could not conscientiously remain 

masons, he well says : 

" What was the plain duty of the lodge in view of these facts ? Was it 
not to treat their misguided opinions with commiseration and to regard 
these brethren as under the spell of religions fervor and hallucin ation? The 
best way to minister to ' these minds d iseased, ' if we choose to ~o regard 
them, was to grant the dimits, express regret a t their wi thdrawal, and in 
dulge in the hope of their return in the near future. That was the kind of 
' medicine talk' which the occasion demanded. Had it been indulged in, 
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the probabilities are that when the excitement of the moment had worn off 
and calm reason had again asserted itself, these brethren in repentant mood 
would have been found knocking at the portal for readmission." 

But if such result should not follow, we still bold it to be contrary to the 
very first teachings to a man when he becomes a mason, to discipline him 
for his change of views. We do not believe in coercing a man in relation 
to his conscientious belief, unless he uses it as a pretext for violating the 
law, and then not for his belief but for breaking the law. 

When a mason comes to that belief, it is bis duty to go out of the fraternity 
as far as possible, and the duty of the fraternity to let him go, of course 
holding him responsible for any violation of our laws, though committed 
afterwards. 

In his review of Ohio, he thinks that if no notice had been taken of Cer
neauism, it would have gradually died out. 

He reviews Washington for both 1898 and 1899; he says: 
"Having before us for review the proceedings of 1899, with the subse

quent action of this Grand Lodge, we are relieved from any further com
ment on our part." 

* * * * * * * * • 
"The action of the Grand Lodge of Washington in rescinding its resolu-

tions concerning 'Negro Masonry' has relieved this committee from further 
consideration of the question. We trust that peace and harmony may be 
speedily restored, and fraternal relations resumed by all Grand Lodges who 
severed the same, and that it may be a long time in the future before this 
'disturbing question' is again resurrected." 

He evidently does not understand that action as it was explained in a 
letter of Grand Master UPTON to the Grand Master of Arizona. 

He gives a letter from Bro. HuoHAN, in relation to physical qualifications, 
and adds: 

"We do not care to discuss the question again at this time. We are en 
gaged in researches, and have already gained some fresh information. We 
are in a receptive mood, and shall be pleased to receive further light from 
those in possession of the same." 

We do not care to engage in the discussion, especially as we do not agree 
with Bro. HuoHAN in his historical statements in relation to the Ancient 

Charges. 

CONNECTICUT, 1900. 

The frontispiece is a fine portrait of M. W. Bro. GEoRGE G. McNALL, the 

retiring Grand Master. 
An emergent communication was held at wh ich the corner stone of a 

court house was laid by the Grand. Lodge. The ceremonies are given; and 
they agree with those used in Maine. 

Another was held of wbich the following account is given: 
APP. 3 G. L. 
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"The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form, and the Grand Master 
announced that the purpose of the communication was to attend the funeral 
of Right Worshipful brother Edmund T. Mahon, Past Deputy Grand Master 
of the Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia, who died at his home in Halifax, March 
8, A. u. 1899, and whose remains were brought to Ridgefielct, masonic inter
ment being requested by the Grand Master of that Grand Lorlge. The Gra11d 
Lodge proceeded to the residence of one of the relatives of the deceased, 
where religious services were conducted by the Rev. Dr. Ely of the Protest
ant Episcopal Church, after which the casket was borne to the cemetery 
and masonic services performed, according to ancient usage, Grand Master 
McNall officiating, assisted by Past Grann Master Lockwood ann Grand 
Secretary Barlow. The officers and members of Jerusalem Lodge acted as 
escort, and after the ceremonies, the Grand Lodge returned to the lodge 
room and closed in ample form." 

In his address the Grand Master says further: 

"On March 11, 1899, our Grand Secretary received from Right Worship
ful Bro. Ross, Grand Secretary of tbe Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia, notice 
of the death of Right Worshipful Edmund T. Mahon, Past Deputy Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia, and advising him that the re
mains of Bro. Mahon had been sent to R.idgefield, Ccnnecticut, to be buried 
by the side of his wife, and asking that masonic honors be paid him. 

"On March 12, 1899, an Emergent Communication of the Grand Lodge 
was convened at R.idgefield, where with the efficient assistance of the officers 
and members of Jerusalem Lodge, No. 49, and of Most Worshipful Bro. 
Luke A. Lockwood, Past Grand Master and Grand R.epresentative of the 
Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of England, near this jurisdiction, were per
formed the last sad rites of masonic burial over the remains of our dis
tinguished brother, as we interred them in the beautiful cemetery at that 
place. The distinguished dead was not a citizen of our country, and was 
personally a stranger to our people; yet freemasons of Connecticut most 
cheerfully performed the last sad rites with the same heartiness and solem
nity as though he bad been an official brother of our own Grand J,odge. 
The chord of fraternal sympathy among freemasons the worlct wide was 
tenderly touched, and a great practical object lesson of the universality of 
our ancient brotherhood most impressively given." 

The Grand Secretary of Nova Scotia acknowledged the courtesy in a very 

appreciative letter, from which we take the following: 

"The most kind, thoughtful and truly fraternal spirit in which our breth
ren of Connecticut received the remains of our late Bro. Mahon and the 
honors you took occasion to pay him will long be remembered throughout 
this jurisdiction as among our cherished recollections. Not only was onr 
departed brother a friend thus honored, but every mason in Nova Scotia 
will feel that a new bond of sympathy and regard between ourselves and 
you has been created. Our late R.. W. Hro. Mahon was in every respect 
worthy of your distinguished attention. He was a fine example of all that 
was of good report among his fellow men, and, as a maso11, he was endea red 
to his brethren in this jurisdiction for his zeal, charity, constancy and high 
character. It was my privilege to be intimately acquair.ted with him , and 
I will ever view him as the most perfect sample of man and mason that it 
bas been my pleasure to know. 

"Please convey to your M . W. Grand Master, Bro. McNall, the expression 
of our highest regard for the interest he has taken in being personally pres
ent and officiating at the last grand masonic rites over the remains of our 
dear and highly esteemed Bro. Mahon." 

In his annual address, Grand Master McNALL says: 
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" The year has been one of prosperity to the craft in this jurisdiction, 
marked by an increase of membership quite as noteworthy from the quality 
as the quantity of th e material. This is as it should be. In our human 
existence there can be no halting; we must either advance or retrograde, 
and I am pleased to note the increasing care of the lodges in the election of 
candidates." 

He says also that there has been a noteworthy increase in the interest in 
the Masonic Home, to aid in the endowment of which the Grand Lodge 
assessed a per capita tax of seventy-five cents. 

He announced the deaths of Past Grand Masters DwiGHT PHELPS and 
JAMES HENRY WALSH ; Past Grand Treasurer GEORGE LEE and Past Grand 
Tyl er HENRY E. PATTEN; portraits of all of whom are given on memorial 
pages in these Proceedings. 

He also announces the death of Bro. JoHN H. GRAHAM, Past Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge of Quebec: 

"On August 12th, John H. Graham, Past Grand Master of Quebec and 
Representative of our Cirand Lodge near the Grand Lodge of Quebec, died 
while on a visit to the city of Hartford. During his illness he was the re
cipient of much kindness by the brethren of that city. His remains were 
accompanied by a number of brethren to their last resting-place in Canada." 

Bro. GR;HA~1 was almost the father of the Grand Lodge of Quebec, and 
served as its Grand Master for several years after its organization with dis

tinguished ability. 

The Grand Master says that a great deal of the prosperity of the lodges is 
due to the efficient supervision by the District Deputies. 

He attended the Washington Centennial, and we take the following from 

his report : 

"There were many distinguished brothers present from all parts of the 
country; under the inspiration of the occasion, repi·esentatives from the fur
thermost parts of our country clasped hands, pledging themselves anew to 
the great principles of our Order, and the enthusiastic applause greeting 
every patriotic sentiment of love and loyalty to the great Republic and to 
our beloved institution, will not soon be forgotten by those present." 

He had performed many official acts of a routine character, and a large 
amount of routine business was before the Grand Lodge, but we find little 
of general interest. 

Of objection to advancement, the com~ittee well say: 

"A candidate when obligated becomes a brother Mason, arid in the opin
ion of your committee, th e ground of objection to advancement should be 
lack of sufficient proficiency in the preceding degrees, or if made upon 
ground of moral unfitness, or unmasonic conduct, such objections should 
only be used temporarily until proper charges can be brought against the 
brother seeking advancement and he can be heard in his defence." 

The by-law in relation to public processions was amended so as to read as 
follows: 
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the subordinate lodge this inherent right and privilege, by adopting, October 
1895, resolution No. 38, Sec. 3. 

" 'All subordinate lodges are prohibited from receiving and acting upon 
a petition for initiation or membership from any person engaged in the sale 
of intoxicating liquors as a beverage, and masons are fraternally requested 
to refrain from engaging in the liquor traffic. ' Unless this hotel clerk's 
duties require him to sell liquor, you have a right to receive and act upol! 
his petition." 

This is giving an entirely new construction to the old charge. It has 
always, heretofore, been held that no member could be imposed upon a lodge 

without the unanimous consent of all the brethren present, and that this 
right is not subject to dispensation, but the idea that a lodge has the inher
ent privilege to admit to Masonry and membership anybody it pleases, as 
it shall judge best, is certainly quite a startling doctrine. 

If lodges have an inherent right to admit whom they please then all lim
itations are void. This position is manifestly absurd. They cannot adm it 
whom they please, but only such as they are allowed to admit by the supe
rior law of Masonry, and this law is prescribed by the Grand Lodge. So, 
whether the regulation is wise or unwise, the Grand Lodge did not take 
away any inherent right of the Ionge by adopting it. We have no occasion 
to object to the decision, but only to the statement, which really would 
make the regulations absolutely void. 

The Grand Master took ground in relation to the burial of suicides, which 
was not sustained by the Grand Lodge, holding that a suicide could be 
buried as insane only when his insanity had been established by legal pro
ceedings. 

We sympathize with the Grand Master in his feeling that the crime of 
suicide is dealt with, in these later days, altogether too leniently, and we 
really believe in such manner as to increase the number of suicides. But 
we do not agree with his extreme views. 

In compliance with invitations, be bad visite<! the Grand Lodges of Penn
sylvania and New Jersey in annual communication, and we may be per
mitted to express the wish that these visits were more freqnent. 

He discusses at some length the action of the Grand Lodge of Washington. 

He says : 
"All American jurisdictions have been unanimous in declaring as clandes

tines, the so-called negro masonic lodges and Grand Lodges tracing their 
origin to Prince Hall, or any other so-called masonic lodges and Grand 
Lodges, which have been erected in their territory, and have forbidden their 
subordinate lodges to admit as visitors, or their members to hold masonic 
intercourse with any one hailing from or owing allegiance to these clandes
tine bodies. 

"The Grand Lodge of Washington having recognized clandestine Grand 
Lodges and clandestine made masons as legitimate, and entitled to fellow
ship in its own jurisdiction, by that same act accords recognition to the same 
clandestine bodies and clandestine made masons in the jurisdiction of DeJa
aware, as well as every other jurisdiction, where they exist. 
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"This very act made the Grand Lodge of Washington also clandestine. 
"The Grand Lodge of Delaware could no longer hold fraternal masonic 

relations with a Grand Lodge of F. & A. Masons which recognized as legit
imate and entitled to fellowship, a clandestine Grand Lodge and clandestine 
made masons within her jurisdiction. 

"There was nothing to be done but cut them off, and that I proceeded to 
do." 

In his letter to the Grand Lodge of Washington, be says: 

"But the action of your Grand Lodge is so extraordinary that other juris
dictions, who are unanimous in their opinions and position on this question, 
must necessarily take notice of it and act accordingly. 

"I do not care to enter into a discussion of the history of the legitimacy 
of negro mnsonry, tracing their origin to Prince Hall, or of the right which 
he exercised of erecting lodges in territory already occupied by regular 
Grand Lodges. Your Grand Lodge had the same access to masonic history 
as other jurisdictions, anrl as her deductions are different from all other 
jurisdictions, she may therefore justly expect criticism and protest from her 
sister jurisdictions. The recognition of the regularity and legitimacy of 
negro masons does not concern Masonry in Washington alone, but in every 
other American jurisdiction, including that of Delaware. The jurisdiction 
of Del a ware does not recognize the so-called Negro Grand Lodge of the so
called negro masons in her territory as regular and legitimate, but your 
Grand Lodge declares them so. This Granrl Jurisdiction declares them ir
regular and illegitimate, and therefore clandestine. The Grand Lodge of 
Delaware recognizes as regular and legitimate in her jurisdiction, such 
lodges only as maintain allegiance to her, or such as she has chartered; and 
she has never acknowledged or chartered any negro lodges. If the Grand 
Lodge of Washington should determine to share her jurisdiction with a 
rival Negro Grand Lodge, this Grand Jurisdiction cannot approve of such 
doctrine, but will regard it as willingly condoning an unwarranted invasion 
of Masonic Territorial Jurisdiction, which should receive the condemnation 
of all regular Grand Lodges. 

"If the great body of regular masons in the United States, as represented 
in regular Grand Lorlges, are to dwell together in peace and harmony, there 
must be a compact unity and cohesion in this great doctrine of Supreme and 
Exclusive Territorial Jurisdiction. And in this very doctrine lies the 
strength and support of our Institution. Until there is a unanimity of opin· 
ion and rlesire on the part of all Grand Lodges of the United Sl.ates to heal 
these irregular masons in a regular manner, and not by acknowledging them 
regular in an irregular manner, I deem it for the best interest of the craft in 
the jurisdiction of Delaware to maintain the attitude always adhered to by 
this Grand Lodge." 

He says further: 

"I subsequent}y received from G. M. Upton, a circular letter, which he 
requesterl me to present to the Grand Lodge, in which he proteRts against 

. the action of those Grand Lodges which have severer\ relations, which he 
regards as an attack upon the independence and autonomy of the Grand 
Lodge of Washington. He also attempts to prove that there was no recog
nition of Negro Masons, Lodges or Grand Lodges, nor even to share their 
territory, when it has expressly recognized as entitled to masonic fellowship, 
two negroes belonging to Negro lodges, organized under and owing allegiance 
to the Negro Grand Lodges of Illinois and Florida. 

"It is a well known masonic axiom that no mason can be legally recog
nized as such, unless he was initiated in a regularly constituted lodge of 
masons, duly assembled, and no lodge is regularly constituted which owes 
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allegiance to a clandestine Grand Lodge. I submit Grand Master Upton's 
letter to the Grand Lodge, at his request, to do with it as the Grand Lodge 
deems best. 

"The Grand Lodge of Washington met in annual communication, June 
14, 1899, and probably realizing that her territory was in danger of being 
declared masonically unoccupied, adopten a committee report, purporting to 
repeal the obnoxious resolutions passed one year before. 

"Although indul~ing in a great deal of verbal juggling, and apparently 
withdrawing from their position, 'convinced against their will they are of 
the same opinion still;' they stubbornly declare, 'Nor can this Granll Lodge 
consent to tolerate the idea that her lodges do not possess the right to de
termine for themselves, but for no one else, subject to review by nobody but 
herself, the statv.s of all persons claim ing to be masons, who knock at her 
doors either for the purpose of visiting or as applicants for affiliation.' 

"This means that the Grand Lodge of Washington asserts the right of 
its subordinate lodges to receive by affiliation any one, black or white, pro
fessing to be a mason, hailing from lodges which are not recognized as such 
by the Grand Lodge occupying the territory from which the said mason 
professes to hail. 

"This is a dangerous doctrine, and if accepted by all jurisdictions, would 
ultimately undermine the exclusive jurisdiction of every Grand Lodge in its 
own territory. . 

"In my opinion the Grand Lodge of Washington, stands on precisely the 
same ground after the repealin~ of the negro resolutions as she did when 
she originally adopted them." 

As already stated, we do not agree with the last paragraph which we have 
quoted . Grand Lodges are held responsible fo_r their acts and not for opin
ions, unless accompanied by acts. The committee to which the matter was 
referred, sustained the views of the Grand Master, and the Grand Lodge 
approved his action, leaving, as we understand it, the edict of non-inter
course in force. 

We find upon further examination, that later in the session, the following 
resolution, reported by a committee, after fu ll discussion in which the Grand 
Masters of Pennsylvania and New Jersey took part, was unanimously 
adopted: 

"Resolved, That the action of theM. W. Grand Master of Delaware, Bro. 
J. Harmer Rile, in issuing an edict of non-intercourse with the Grand Lodge 
of Washington, until this communication of the Grand Lodge, be approved; 
and that the sairl edict be continuerl in force by the M. W. Grand Lodge of 
Delaware until the Grand Lodge of Washington shall annul her action with 
regard to the legitimacy of Negro Masonry, and their ri~ht to organize 
Lodges and Grand Lodges within the jurisdiction of existing Grand Lodges 
of Ancient Craft Masonry." 

The presence of these Grand Ma.~ters, and several of the Past Grand 
Masters and visitors, added very much to the interest of the session. 

The Report on Correspondence (pp. 81) was again presented by Bro. L. 
H. JACKSON. He has condensed a vast amount of the action of other Grand 
Lodges into a small space. 

Of the Great Light, he says: 
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"Brethren, what is the use of placing the Great Light on your altars, if 
you never read it? There is not a form, a ceremony, an allegory, or a sym
bol in Masonry, that does not find its true interpretation in the pages of the 
Holy Book. Its words are truth. They are life. They only contain the 
promises of the life that now is, and of that which is to come. When 
Masonry ceases to be the handmaid of religion, it becomes an empty sham 
-a waste of time." 

His special report on the action of the Grand Lodge of Washington gives 
the whole case in a brief space. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 1899. 

A special communication was held to receive the report of the Committee 
on Work and witness the exemplification of the work. 

At the semi-annual communication an appropriation of $250 was made 
for filling up the Library. 

The Committee on Jurisprudence, in relation to the Washington matter, 
reported: 

"Your committee has carefully examined and considered these p·apers 
and the whole subject-matter; also, the report on this subject of the c.bair
rnan of the Committee on Correspondence of our own Grand Lodge, sub
mitted at our last annual colilmnnication, in which he has carefully reviewed 
the action of the Grand Lodge of Washington, and given a very full and 
complete history of the origin and formation of Prince Hall Lodge; and, in 
the opinion ·of your committee, has conclusively shown that those claiming 
to be regular masons, who were made by lodges chartered by Prince Hall 
Lodge, are illegitimate and have no grounds for such claim." 

Resolutions were adopted, fraternally and courteously requesting the 
Grand Lodge of Washington to reconsider her action and "withdraw from 
her present position." 

In relation to Peru: 
'' The Grand Secretary said he was in receipt of a letter from Bro. Crosby, 

~tating that said action of the Grand Lodge of Peru bad been rescinded, and 
that the Bible bad been restored to its rightful position, which information 
was confirmed from other sources. The Grand Secretary, therefore, moved 
that fraternal relations be re-established with the Grand Lodge of Peru, and 
that a new commission be issuect to Bro. Crosby as Grand Representative of 
this Grand Lodge near the Grand Lodge of Peru, and it was so ordered." 

We learn from the report of the Grand Secretary, that the Proceedings of 
the Grand Lodge from 1811 to 1845 have been reprinted, which are on sale 
at $3.50 bound or $2.50 in sheets. 

At the annual communication, the Grand Master, JoHN H. SMALL, JR., 
reported upon a large amount of routine business, but not of general inter
est. 

He bad visited every lodge in the jurisdiction; and the result of his ob
servations is thus given: 
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" The year about to close will go on record as one of the most prosperous 
iu the history of the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia. This has 
been brought about in great part by the good financial conditions which 
have prevailed, and by the unusual energy and activity on the part of offi
cers and members of our constituent lodges. I do not remember to have 
seen, during my connection with the Grand Lodge, officers who have been 
more thoroughly imbued with the principles and doctrines of our order or 
who have been more conscientious in the performance of their duties; and 
the enthusiasm displayed by them seems to have been imparted to the mem
bership, who in large numbers have attended the meetings of the lodges, 
thereby attesting their appreciation of the excellent character of the rendi
tion of our ritual." 

One incident of the year is thus related: 
"On October 21, 1899, by virtue of the power vested in me as Grand 

1\faster of Masons for the District of Columbia, I conferred the degrees of 
Masonry, at sight, upon Admiral Winfield Scott Schley, the Admiral being 
at that time under orders to proceed to take charge of the South Atlantic 
Squadron, and he having expressed a great desire to become a mason prior 
to his leaving this country. 

" In exercising the right vested in me, I deemed it a great pleasure to be 
able to confer the degrees, with the assistance of Benjamin B. French Lodge, 
No. 15, upon so distinguished an American citizen." 

The matttlr of providing a Masonic Home was before the Grand Lodge, 
and a committee was appointed to consider it. With the project for erect
ing a new Masonic Temple on their hands, we doubt if the brethren will 
undertake to provide a Masonic Home at present. However, a communica
tion froni the Order of the Eastern Star was received, earnestly urging action 
in this direction. 

Of the Temple, the Grand Master says: 
"During the year material progress has been made in the direction of 

building the new Masonic Temple. Contributions to this end and the pro
ceeds of the fair -and exposition, held in April, 1898, amounting altogether 
to about $50,000, have been used in the purchase of a site at the intersec
tion of Hand Thirteenth Streets and New York Avenue. I cannot urge 
too strongly upon the fraternity the completion of a project so auspiciously 
begun. A temple such as it is proposed to construct will be a credit to 
Masonry and an ornament to the national capital." 

At the "Installation Communication" held Dec. 27, 1899, considerable 
business was transacted. 

The Grand Master calls attention to quite a complication growing out of 
the fact that for about two month~ the Grand Lodge has a Grand Master 
and a Grand Master elect, and that, too, after the Grand Master bas pre
sumably made his final report to the Grand Lodge. However, he bad turned 
over to the Grand Master elect all business relating to the ensuing year. 
But what could the latter do with matters requiring immediate action? 
Manifestly the real Grand Master must act, and his successor report upon 
it to the Grand Lodge. We think that the election should be followed by 
installation, or that the Grand Master should not make his report until the 
Installation Communication, as is the case in some jurisdictions. 
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'l'he new Grand Master (WILLIAM G. HENDERSON) made an interesting 
address. 

We earnestly commend the following to our brethren in Maine, especially 
to our W. Masters: 

"I take this opportunity to urge upon the Masters of the constituent 
lodges that they impress upon every committee to whom is referred a peti
tion for the degrees the necessity of a most thorough examination into the 
qualifications of the applicant Let them understand that a sacred trust is 
reposed in them and that they are to be true to it. I am convinced that 
generally there is too much of a disposition on the part of committees to 
rely upon the recommendation of the brethren whose names appear upon 
the petition as vouchers for the applicant, instead of making a careful, per
sonal investigation themselves. .I)oubtless every brother who recommends 
a profane for the degrees believes the applicant qualified, but it too often 
happens that he is not fully informed. In any event, it is the duty of the 
committee to make thorough investigation, not only by conferring with the 
brethren who recommend the petitioner, but also by prosecuting their in
quiries along other lines as well, for if the rPcommendation of the brethren 
on the petition was all-sufficient it w<•uld not be necessary to refer the peti
tion to a committee. We cannot be too careful in accepting material, as the 
reputation of our noble Order is deeply concerned, and it is only designed 
fur those who from internal qualilications are worthy and entitled to receive 
its mysteries. There are many who would desire to have the mysteries of 
our craft imparted to them, but all that knock at our door are not worthy 
to receive them. I therefore, with the good of the craft at heart and in the 
most fraternal spirit, urge upon you Masters to see to it that none but 
worthy material is accepted, rem em bering that the honor lies in the char
acter of the material accepted, and, that it is the internal and not the ex
ternal qualifications that tit men to become masons." 

In this jurisdiction, they have departed from the old usage and law, and 
practically deny the .right of Past Grand Masters to vote in the Grand Lodge. 
The question of changing the law was before the Grand Lodge, but the 
Grand Lodge voted against any change. Grand Master HENDERSON very 
ably and earnestly argues in favor of giving each of them a vote. 

We are greatly surprised at this policy of this Grand Lodge. As already 
stated, the usage of the craft is against them. 

But on principle, we a1·e surprised that this Grand Lodge, of all others, 
should adopt the system which they have adopted. 

'l'he best systems of government have legislative, executive, and judicial 
departments: and the legislative department has two branches, the Senate 
and House of Representatives. In Masonry, the whole final judicial and 
legislative departments are vested in the Grand Lodge. The Representatives 
of lodges st~tnd for the House; the Permanent membership for the Senate; 
and both together exercise the supreme judicial powers. Two bodies would 
be cumbersome; but a union of the Representatives of the lodges with the 
brethren , whose high character, wisdom and experience entitle them to the 
confidence of the craft, gives us a model governing body. Masters of lodges 
are continually seeking instruction from the Grand Master, and thus indi-
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rectly from the Grana Longe to which he reports: and yet the system of 
this Grand Lodge gives the~e Masters and their Wardens the power of de
termining the correctness of that instruction! But it may be said that they 
are allowed to give counsel; yes, but we have often found that it is of more 
importance to give counsel by a vote than tu give it by voice. The wiser 
the particular vote, the more important it is to have that vote. 

Practically we have observed that in some of the imitation Orders, the 
governing Bodies are weak and vacillating; and we have found that they 
are the ones whose governing bodies are composed of the representatives of 
subordinates, withont any permanent membt>rship composed of those who 
have acqnired wisdom by experjence. 

The Grand Lodge of England made Past Grand Masters members of the . 
Grand Lodge, Nov. 21, 1724; Past Deputy Grand Masters, Feb. 22, 1725/6, 
and Grand Wardens, May 10, 1727, all with individual votes, anu that has 
been the law of that Grand Lodge ever since. The "Ancients" adopted 
the same system at their organization. And we belie":e that every Grand 
Lodge in this country, formed by lodges chartered directly by either of the 
British Grand Lodges, adopted the same system at their organization and 
have maintained it ever since. 

We devote this space to this matter, because we deem it one of the great
est importance. 

The Heport on Correspondence (100 pp.) was presented by Bro. WILLIAM 
R. SINGLETON, his thirtieth. 

He confines it very closely to an abstract. In his review of Maine, he 
says: 

"Thanks to him for his rejoicing at our restoration to health . We are 
now 'rectus in curia'; with a free translation, ' all right.' " 

We met him at the Washfngton Memorial, and found him still "rectus in 
cur·ia ": but in his "Conclusion," written since, he says: 

"The printer requests us to write the conclusion. This we now do by 
saying that from a sick bed we have arisen to write this, which will be our 
conclusion of the present report: 

"• May our father who is in Heaven, have you all in His holy keeping. 
Amen.'" 

We trust that his illness was only temporary, and that his benediction 
comple~elj restored him. 

FLORIDA, 1900. 

We have as a frontispiece an excellent portrait of the Grand Master, 
SILAS B. WRIGHT, whom we had the pleasure of meeting at the Washington 
Centennial. 
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He was able to announce in his address that the permanent membership 
of the Grand Lodge bad not been broken by death during the year. 

Of the Washington matter, he says: 
"At its regular communication on the 14th of June, 1899, the M. W. 

Grand Lodge of Washington repealed the resolutions passed by them at their 
annmtl communication in 1898, which are commonly known as the j• Report 
on Negro Masonry.' While with such repeal they passed a long and some
what ambiguous ' Declaration,' containing some statements of masonic law 
and principle with which I cannot agree, still the ma in fact remains, that 
the offensive resolutions of 1898 were repealed. I therefore recommend the 
repeal of the resolution passed by this Grand Lodge in 1899, declaring all 
intercourse suspended with the Grand Lodge of Wash ington, and that the 
Grand Master be authorized and empowered to restore friendly relations 
and exchange representatives with the Grand Lodge of Washington, when 
in his judgment it shall be for the best interest of the Grand Lodge so to 
do.'' 

The Grand Lodge ~dopted his recommendation. 
He bad somewhat examined the Mexican question, but upon his sugges

tion the matter was referred to the incoming Grand Master for further in
vestigation. 

Of Cuba, he says: 
"In March last R. W. Bro. R A. Monsalvatge, Grand Representative of 

the Grand Lodge of Cuba, adviserl me that be intended to be present at the 
organization of that Grand Lodge in Havana during that month . I at once 
addressed a letter to him, asking him to convey t o the Grand Lodge of Cuba, 
its officers and members, the fraternal greetings and good wishes of this 
Grand Lodge, and congratulated them upon ·their meeting for the first time 
under the American flag, which guarantees to them freedom from interfer
ence by the Government or the Clergy, and that the sword which closed the 
doors of their lodge rooms bad been banished from this continent. 

"R. W. Bro. Monsalvatge reports that he was present at their meeting 
and presented my letter, which .was received with the Grand Battery, a 
species of Grand Honors with them. Masonry is rapidly regaining its proper 
standing in the Island and in Havana, and an American • English-speaking' 
lodge has been established." 

Anrl of the Grand Lodge of Colombia: 

•• I find that the Grand Lodge of Colombia is a body working under the 
Scottish Rite, and in that jurisdiction exercises control of the first three 
degrees. In some of the Grand Jurisdictions of the United States, their 
members would be received as visitors. Our Grand Lodge has made no 
ruling on this subject, and as no formal ruling was asked, none was made. 
Some general rule should be adopted governing the recognition of masons 
hailing from Grand Jurisdictions working only under the Scottish lUte. 
In this connection I beg to refer you to the list of Grand Masonic Bodies, 
recognizable and unrecognizable, as published by the Grand Lodge of Illi
nois, Virginia and New York. From the action of our Grand Lodge in 
adopting the resolutions of our Committee on Foreign Correspondence, some 
years ago, they seem to have established a precedent contrary to the :cule 
laid down by the Grand Lodge of Illinois, but in accord with the rule in 
New York, Maine and other of the Eastern Jurisdictions. 

"This is a matter that should be further investigated by your incoming 
Grand Master, that we may be fully informed, 1!-nd no hasty action had, 
that may have to be subsequently undone." · 
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The Grand Lodge of Illinois holds masonic intercourse with the Grand 
Lodges of Louisiana and Cuba, both of which were organized by lodges, 
some of which were created by governing bodies of the Scottish Rite. 

From the abstracts of the reports of the District Deputies, given by the 
Grand Master, it appears that very few conventions were held and compara
tively few of the lodges visited. Of this Grand Master WRIGHT well says: 

"The District Deputies are the arteries through which flow the life-blood 
of our Institution. It is mainly through them that the lodges can hope to 
receive the annual visits of the Grand Lodge Officers, and these visitations 
not only awaken renewed interest, but they create a desire on the part of 
the members for more light in Masonry. 

"It is my experience that we do not give dignity and importance enough 
to the office of District Deputy. He should be received everywhere with 
all of the courtesy and dignity of the Grand Master, and all honors be ac
corded to him. On the part of the District Deputy, it is necessary that he 
should faithfully pHform the duties of the office. In some cases it appears 
that this has not been done as fully as is necessary for the benefit of the 
craft. In fourteen of the nineteen districts, no conventions were held. In 
five of them, one convention in each wa.~ held, and in every case the results 
are reported as being good. Neither conventions nor visits were made in 
the :Fourth, Fifth or Sixteenth Districts. In the Second, Third, Seventh, 
Thirteenth, Fourteenth, Seventeenth and Nineteenth, a majority of the 
lodges were visited, and of these districts, in the Seventh, Fourteenth and 
Nineteenth conventions were also held , 

"It is my opinion that no iron-clad rule regarding the system of conven
tions will work to the best interests of the entire craft. While I urgently 
recommend that conventions shall be held as often and wherever practicable, 
still this will have to be left to the discretion of the District Deputies and 
Grand Masters." 

The trouble is apparently a financial one. The District Deputy system 
has its perfect work only when they are required to visit every lodge, and 

their expenses are paid by the Grand Lodge. 
He had granted dispensations for three new lodges: two lodges had sur

rendered their charters; one charter had been restored; another lodge had 
some kind of a dissension among its members, that led to a surrender of its 

charter by a unanimous vote: later, upon a petition of fifteen of its mem
bers, the charter was restored to the petitioners. 

We are glad to find reason for believing that the vicious practice so sharp
ly rebuked by him in the following is on the wane: 

"It is very unfortunate for Masonry that there are a few brethren who 
think that they must be funny and attempt jokes at the candidate. They 
delight in approaching a candidate with remarks which to them are excru
ciatingly humorous. It is unnecessary to repeat their catch phrases. You 
all know them. None are new or original, but all are unmasonic. They 
tend to destroy in advance the beautiful lessons sought to he conveyed. 

"The lectures of Freemasonry have been compiled with an earnest desire 
to impress wise and important truths. To have their serious contemplation 
burlesqued by thoughtless remarks and innuendo is embarrassing to the 
candidate and distasteful to the craft in general. The degrees of Masonry 
are too serious for such attempted witticisms, brethren. See to it that all 



Correspondence-Georgia. 47 

such remarkR are avoided, and that all lodge ceremonies are conducted in a 
manner and spirit to convey the impressi0n sought in ·the lecture." Let us 
not be over-anxious to increase our membership, but keep up the standard 
of requirements that the individual character of our members will reflect 
credit on our lodges. Mankind will judge us by our standard, and that 
standard is set by the individual members of the order." 

The attempt to distract attention from the work itself by the manner in 

which it is done, is bad enough, but attempts to make it a comedy, or an 

occasiou for laughter, are so reprehensible that all engaged in them ought to 

be disciplined for wilfully misleading candidates in relation to what Masonry 

is. 

He gives a very interesting account of the exercises of the Washington 
Centennial. 

The Trustees report the payment of $1 ,300 of Grand Lodge bonds during 

the year, leaving the bonded debt $20,400 not yet due, with $10,000 of as

sets to provide for their payment. We congratulate our Florida brethrPn 

upon this show ing, and trust that ere long the burden of this debt will be 

thrown off and the Grand Lodge be enabled to give its sole attention to the 

administration of strictly masonic affairs in its jurisdiction. 

The business of the Grand Lodge was of merely local interest, and there 
was no Report on Correspondence. 

GEORGIA, 1899. 

The Grand Master, WILLIHr A. DAvis, had visited many of the lodges 

in the State, on the occasion of public exercises, and eYidently with good 

resultR. He gives a list of the dispensations granted hy him, none of which 

seem to involve any special principle. He had also had many applications 

for dec isions-most of them to meet cases in which brethren, evidently 

without much experience, were not acquainted with the former decisions of 

the Grand Lodge, but desirous of ac ting in conformity to masonic law. 

Many of them also depend upon the local law of the Grand Lodge. The 

following, however, is new to us: 

"Our masonic law says that in a masonic trial, 'near relatives of the ac
cused, ' cannot vote. Please define the term ' near relatives.' Having no 
law, by which to be govemed, and finding no masonic authority covering 
this case, we know of no better way by which it can be settled, than by the 
application of the common law of our land. It is therefore held, that a 
brother related to the accused, to the Fourth degree, either by consanguinity 
or affinity, is barred from sitting in his case." 

The question has frequently occmred to us, and there have been cases in 

which we think a similar decision ought to 'have been applied, but Georgia 

is the only jurisdiction, so far as we know, that has this rule. 
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From one of his decisions we understand that in the absence of the Master 
and Wardens, a Past Master may open the lodge. 

Of the action of the Grand Lodge of Washington, he says: 

"The Grand Lodge of Washington in 1898, by special resolution, recog
nized the masonic standing of two negroes, whom we, in common with 
almost all the other Grand Lodges of this country, considered to have been 
clandestinely made, or at least to have received the degrees from a source 
which we do not recognize as having masonic existence. Said lodge went 
further:and conseuted to the establishment of another Grand Lodge within 
its own territory, which was an apparent attempt to trample· upon the Great 
American Doctrine of Grand Lodge Sovereignty in each State and Territory 
of the United States. For these reasons many of the Grand Lodges in this 
country severed their fraternal intercourse with the Grand Lodge of Wash
ington, and forbade the lodges of their rPspective jurisdictions, and the in
dividual members thereof, from visiting or admitting visitors from, any 
lodges in the State of Washington. I am proud now, however, to give you 
the· pleasing information that the Grand Lodge of Washington, at its last 
annual communication, held in June of the present year, did fully and com
pletely rescind its action of 1898, with reference to Negro Masonry, as is 
stated above, and that most of the Urand Lodges which took action on this 
question, have revoked such action in severing fraternal intercourse with 
said Grand Lodge of Washington, and that now the most cordial and fra
ternal relations exist, or soon will exist, between the Grand Lodge of Wash
ington and other Grand Lodges, and that peace, harmony and unity again 
prevail throughout the land." 

We regret that the result our M. W. Brother supposed had followed, is 
not by many deemed to be justified by the action that was taken. We are 
disposed to accept it, because the action was repealed, and we do not think 
that the objectional declarations accompanying the action should be regarded 
as anything but a kind of a Chinese tom-tom. 

We are quite surprised to find in his address, a personal allusion to us 
with kind wishes. It testifies how strong the bonds of fraternity are. 

A very large amount of business of a local character receives his attention, 
and he had evidently been a very zealous, faithful and active, as well as 
able, Grand Master. 

In the closing part of his address, he discusses the influence of Masonry 
on the destiny of man and the history of the world. Its length alone pre
vents us from copying it in full. We wish it could be read by every mason 

in the country. 
This Grand Lodge has heretofore held memorial services to the dead of 

the preceding year. Tributes are paid to their memory by written report, 
and spoken eulogies followed. They are of very great interest; and while 
we can understand that the Grand Lodge can scarcely spare time for holding 
these services, yet it is with a feeling of regret that we find tha.t the Grand. 
Lodge determined in the future that it would not hold them. 

An able and eloquent communication from the aged Past Grand Master 
SAMUEL D. IRVIN was presented and ordered printed with the proceedings. 
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One decision was amended by the Grand Longe, and, we are beginning to 
think, properly so. The Grand Master decided that an objection after ballot 
is equivalent to a black ball, and that the member, who makes it, can be 
called upon to give his reasons. Of this the committee says: 

" With reference to the last clause of that decision, we hold that after 
election and before conferring the degree, the objector should be required 
to make known his objection in writing at the next communication, and 
such objection shall be considered ann decided upon by the lodge; and 
should said objection be sustained, the candidate shall not be permitted to 
take the degree, but if the objection is not sustained, then the candidate 
shall be permitted to proceed." 

The origin of the right of objection Vl"as to give an opportunity to a brother, 
who could not be present at the ballot, or who after ballot haa learned some

tking against the candidate that ought to prevent his admission, the right to 
reject him. If this was honestly applied and practiced, it would be all right; 
but this privilege in these later times is frequently grossly abused. We have 
known of a case in which a brother present at the election of a candidate, 
went directly to the Master and objected to his admission. We are begin
ning to think that the rule allowed by the Georgia committee ought to be 
adopted, except in cases in which the Master should be satisfied that the 
brother making the objection could not have been present at the meeting 
when the candidate was rejected, or had received information, upon which 
his objection is based, after the ballot had been taken. We regard the 
making of such au objection under any other circumstances as a gross abuse 
of the privilege-so gross that it must ultimately be correcten by law, if 
necessary. 

Of course, in drafting a law to meet this abuse, the foregoing statement 
may be modified. 

The brethren of this Grand Lodge are still agitating the subject of a 
Masonic Horne, and a committee was appointed to receive contributions and 
report at the next session of the Grand Lodge. 

We are sorry to learn that, although the Grand Master earnestly expressed 
the hope that it might be realized, the Committee on General Welfare found 
it impossible as yet to provide that the expenses of the visitation of lodges 
should be borne by the Grand Lodge. 

We find that many county and district conventions had been held, at 
which the Deputies had done grand work. So that the committee reports 
that Masonry in Georgia is "upon the up-grade." 

The Report on Correspondence (pp. 117) was again presented by Bro. W. 
S. RAMSAY. He adheres very closely to the plan of a condensed abstract of 
the matters of importance in the proceedings of every Grand Lodge. 

He thinks that the Grand Lodge of; Washington went out of their way to 
discuss the question of the negro lodges. 

APP. 4 G. L. 
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He copies our suggestion in relation to the method of our Grand Lodge in 
conducting its business on the first day, and hopes that it will be adopted. 
He says that it is wearisome to wait for the call of the roll of more than 
four hundred lodges. 

In his review of Washington, he says: 
"We have repeatedly discussed this question in our review, and have in

sisted, from the evidence, that those lodges formed under the charter claimed 
by Prince Hall are fraudulent, and the work is clandest-ine, and as this 
Grand Lodge has rescinded its action, as shown by the official circular to 
that effect, we do not deem it necessary to discuss this question further, as it 
would be merely a repetition. Any brother, who desires to read the dis
cussions, will do well to secure the pamphlet on 'Negro Masonry and Prince 
Hall Lodge,' compiled from the various writers, who have discussed this 
question at length, and investigated this subject from its only proper stand
point-history. The consensus of opinion and the verdict of them all is, 
that there is not an existing negro lodge on this continent which is not clan
destine." 

He concludes his report as follows : 

"We commend this work to your consideration. It is the result of many 
a brain throb and many a heart ache, through weary weeks of labor in this 
field, so as to select for you the cream of the proceedings under review. 
How well this has been done you must judge; but whether entertained or 
not, we know you will be instructed if you read these reports. 

"Indulgent as you have ever been, I am sure that you have the mantle 
of Charity for any defects you may discover, and praise for what may be 
praiseworthy." 

It is with emotions of the greatest sadness that we learn of the death of 
Bro. WHITEFORD S. RAMSAY on March 16, 1900. His funeral was attended 
by six thousand people; several hundreds of whom were masons. 

He was a Baptist clergyman, and bow much he was beloved the attend
ance at his funeral shows. We have known him only through his Heports on 
Correspondence. These bespeak his character as a zealous, conscientious 
and able Christian minister; a devoted mason, comprehending in a very 
high degree the fundamental principles and purposes of the Institution and 
standing inflexibly by the ancient laws; a man deservedly honored in all 
the relations of life. We had come to hold him in the highest esteem, and 
his death is a personal bereavement to us, besides a Joss, whose magnitude 
cannot be estimated, to Masonry and to the world. 

IDAHO, 1899. 

The frontispiece is a snap-shot at the "Grand Lodge of IDAHO." The 
faces of the members are brought out very distinctly. 

The Grand Master, GEORGE H. STORER, opened the Grand Lodge at ten 
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o'clock, bad the roll called, and appointed a Committee on Credentials and 
called off until afternoon. 

We fraternally refer our Idaho brethren to the method of proceeding in 
our Grand Lodge, by which is saved about half a day over our former prac
tice. 

The Grand Master announces the prevalence of harmony; that the Order 
is growing as it has never before; and with promise of even increased pros
perity in the future. In view of this, he cautions the brethren in relation 
to the selection of candidates. He well says: 

"We ought to teach more earnestly that those who become masons do 
not become so through any personal motives, but to practice its principles 
and main tam it in its ancient integrity. Ancient Free and Accepted Masonry 
was originally intended for the few whose intelligence was such as would 
enable them to appreciate its beauties, and whose morals were such as would 
enable them to exemplify its virtues. Though npt another mason should ever 
be made, we should guard our doors securely against those who seek to 
wear our badge for mercenary purposes and whose daily lives of debauchery, 
profanity and vulgarity, give the lie to their professions of faith in the tenets 
of our craft." 

He announces the death of two Past Deputy Grand Masters, also that of 
EDWARD McCoNVILLE, who was killed while leading a charge at Santa Ana 
bridge near Manila, February 5, 1899. He bad served in the Civil War 
with credit, and had distinguished himself in 1887 in the protection of settlers 
against the Indians. He had been an active mason, although be had not 
served in the Grand Lodge. Of the manner of his death, the Grand Master 
says: 

" When the Spanish-American war broke out and the President called for 
volunteers, he was among the first in Idaho to offer his services to his 
country, and was appointed Major of the Idaho regiment. 'l'be President 
testified the appreciation and gratitude of the nation when be breveted him 
a Brigadier General when dying on the field of battle. He fell at the head 
of his battalion with the words-' Charge! Idaho to the front! It is glori
ous! Tell my wife and my children that I died for my country.'" 

He had visited quite a number of lodges without giving them notice that 
be was to do so, thinking he would be better able to see them as they 
were, and in most cases he says he found them in a healthy and prosperous 

condition. 
We are not quite sure of the wisdom of this manner of proceeding; a 

visit from a Grand Master, known in advance, always brings out a large 
number of the brethren who are the very ones in whom an additional inter
est needs to be created, aod is created by the instructions and counsel inci
dent to such a visit. 

At the preceding session, one lodge was reported in a bad financial con
dition, being in arrears in its dues. He was instructed that unless all 
arrearages were paid within sixty days, the charter should be arrested. He 
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concluded to visit them, and was agreeably surprised to find an interest 
among the members, interest to such an extent that they contributed on the 
spot seventy-five dollars; and promised that. in the near future they would 
pay the balance. He did not arrest the charter, but visitetl them again and 
at that meeting found them prospering, hold ing their meetings regularly, 
and out of debt. 

He made quite a number of decisions, nearly all on local law. 
He decided that under their law, a candidate rejected over twelve months 

previously, could be received by the lodge in whose jurisdiction he had re
sided for six months. But he enjoined upon the lodge that it was their duty 
to make inquiry of the other lodge as to the fitness of the candidate to be 
made a mason. 

In a case in which a candidate was elected, but before the degree was 
conferred, information came to the Master that raised a question as to the 
fitness of the candidate, and thereupon he stopped the proceed ings and ap
pointed a committee to investigate the matter. Which committee, after a 
thorough investigation, made an unfavorable report, and recommended that 
no degree be conferred upon him. The Grand Master decided that the 
proceedings amounted to a rejectiOn, although the lodge was inciined to 
claim that it came under the law in relation to objections. Apparently in 
that jurisdiction an objection operates to prevent the conferring of the 
degrees, or the acquiring of jurisdiction by another lodge until the objection 
is withdrawn. Later he decided that another lodge into which the party 
had removed could receive a petition, but he enjoined upon them to make 
the most careful investigation of the case. 

We may be in error as to the effect of an objection in Idaho; we under
stand, however, that if a man is rejected by ballot, the effect of it lasts only 
twelve months, but if rejected by an objection, it is practically perpetual, 
and this perpetual jurisdiction, as we view it, is of the worst kind . 

The Grand Master says further: 
"Under date of ,June 19, 1899, I received a communication from Ward

ner Lodge, No. 34, stating that one A. G. Anderson made application for 
the degrees of Masonry. His petition went through the regular course and 
in due time he was elected. But in a few days after his election the labor 
troubles began, and Mr. Anderson took somewhat of a lead in g part and 
was arrested and released. He was afterwards re-arrested and put into 
prison and still languishes there. At the next regu lar commumcation a 
protest was entered against his receiving any degrees, and the Worshipful 
Master appointed a committee of three to investigate and see if said Mr. 
Anderson was really implicated in the riotous proceedings, and, on June 
6, 1899, reported that they had investigated the matter thoroughly and 
found that thfl applicant had participated with a gang of men in an unlaw
ful act which deprived men of the liberty of going to work on the 27th rlay 
of April, 1899, and therefore consider him unfit to become a member of a 
masonic institution. 

"To which I replied as follows: 
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" 'Question.-Is Mr. Anderson entitled to have his money refunded 
when your lodge refuses to confer degrees? Answer.-Yes. 

" 'I see no error in your proceedings, but it was not necessary for the 
Worshipful Master to appoint a committee on protest, as the brother had 
ri~ht to object to the degrees being conferred before he was made an En
tered Apprentice. You will notify sister lodges in this jurisdiction of the 
rejection.' 

" I am very glad to see the lodge took the stand it did ." 

The Grand Master called attention to the fact that the severe provision of 
the Idaho law, which subjects a non-affiliated mason to expulsion, has been 
a mere dead letter, and recommended its repeal, but the Grand Lodge di
rected the Grand Master to enforce the law, and to require subordinate 
lodges to enforce the law-especially providing that the Master should per
sonally see to the matter, and require the Junior Warden to file charges. 

We do not wonder that the lodges did not enforce the law, for we have 
no hesitation in saying that the law itself is more directly contrary to the 
fundamental principles of Freemasonry than any other attempt at law that 
we have ever seen. 

The Grand Master stated the principle in his address, but no weight was 
given to it. 

A committee had been appointed to investigate the manner in which the 
affairs of the office of Grand Secretary had been conducted during the pre
ceding years, and made a report showing that while the business had been 
loosely done almost habitually, . the accounts were substantially correct, 
except in the single case of an acting Grand Secretary who had been expelled 
for defalcation and other masonic crimes. But the committee styles the 
present Grand Secretary as the most methodical one the Grand Lodge had 
ever had, and an examination of his reports shows that this is correct. 

It has been sometimes assumed that there is uot much business in the 
duties of Grand Secretary. This is a grave mistake, and has led to a great 
deal of trouble, but our Idaho brethren evidently appreciate it, and are act
ing accordingly. 

The system of District Lecturers had been tried, and the Grand Lodge, 
upon the recommendation of the committee, voted to continue it, levying a 
tax, from which the expenses of the Deputies should be paid. Our experi
ence in Maine has pretty well established the fact that this plan, if con· 
tinued, will be a successful one, only we include more than merely teaching 
the work in the duties of the visitor. 

The Report on Correspondence (pp. 86) was presented by Bro. FRED G. 
Moc K. We regret to find that it was prepared under very difficult circum
stances, as he was troubled with inflammation of the eyes. Of their law, 
in relation to non-affiliated masons, which we have already noticed, he says: 
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"Our affiliation law has been assailed from every point of view, and we 
have found but few encouraging words from any source. Masonic writers 
everywhere term it an 'unwise and unjust law.' " 

Outside of his introduction, his review is almost absolutely limited to an 
excellent abstract of the proceedings with brief comments. 

ILLINOiS, 1899. 

For a frontispiece we have a portrait of the retiring Grand Master, Eo
WARD CooK. The Grand Master had a sad duty in announcing the deaths 
of Past Grand Masters DEWITT C. CREGIER and JAMES A. HAWLEY, and 
also PastS. G. Wardens AsA W. BLAKESLEY and HENRY C. CLEn; LANo; 
also that of Bishop HENRY G. PERRY, who had been for many years a reg
ular attendant on his lodge and on the Grand Lodge, and whose fame as a 
man and mason is national. 

We had a personal acqnaintance of many years' standing with Brothers 
CREGIER and HAwLEY, and while we knew that the health of Bro. CREGIER 
was poor, the news of his death came quite unexpectedly to us. Bro. HAw
LEY we met only a short time before his death, when he appeared to be in 
perfect health, and the announcement of his death was a severe blow to UR. 

Like his predecessors, Grand Master CooK had an immense amount of 
routine business to transact, a brief statement of which be reports to the 
Grand Lod~~:e. Of the "Work" he says: 

"One of the pleasantest experiences of the year has been to observe the 
improvement that has taken place in the work and ceremonial observances 
in many of our lodges. The care that bas been bestowed upon the ritual, 
not only as to verbal accuracy, but also in the manner of expression so as to 
bring out the force, meaning and beauty of its lessons, has been marked and 
most satisfactory. The success attending these praiseworthy efforts by 
lodges and brethren has been remarkable, and in some cases such as to ap
proach the perfect mark. A gratify ing feature, worthy of note in this con
nection, is the fact that the attendance at these lodges has been so large as 
to indicate clearly that the brethren generally are attracted b.v good wotk, 
and that they appreciate the beauties of the ritual in its simple purity and 
prize the moral teachings of Masonry more than its external adornments. 

"In my report to the Grand Lodge one year ago, I took occasion to re
cord my disapproval of the use of robes and other paraphernalia calculated 
to distract the mind of the candidate from the teachings of Masonry rather 
than to impress its lessons. These views were approved by the Grand 
Lodge." 

He adds that the order of the Grand l-odge had . been complied with, and 
in several cases the members gave voluntary testimony that an increased in

terest had resulted from dropping these superfluities. Some lodges de
Iimrred, and he was compelled to issue an absolute edict in relation to the 
matter and in relation to .changes some lodges were making in the work, 
from which we take the following: 
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"In furtherance of the purpose of this Edict, and to promote uniformity 
of work and maintain the purity and impressiveness of our ritual, the intro
duction of military drills, stage settings, theatrical scenes, inappropriate 
music, stereopticon views (other than of the emblems or symbols given in 
the monitor and the charts) and tue use of robes, uniforms, and costumes 
other than those sanctioned by the standard work of this grand jurisdiction 
and taught and practiced in the schools of instruction held by the Grand 
Examiners, are hereby expressly prohibited." 

One curious case had come before the Grand Master. At a former session, 
the Grand Lodge directed the proceedings in a case of discipline to be set 
aside and the case tried in another lodge. Thereupon the other lodge 
brought claim before the Grana Lodge for expenses incurred in the second 
trial. It was a long one, and they were obliged to pay additional rent and 
be at various items of expense. One of about four hundred dollars wa.S a 
stenographer's bill, one-half of which the respondent bad agreed in advance 
to pay, but later refusen to pay. Apparently they had paid counsel and 
this bill was included. At any rate, the Grand Master, to which the matter 
had been referred, concluded to pay the bill, amounting to over six hundred 
dollars. 

Of this the Grand Master says: 
"The net results of this case are, that a lodge with a membership of 

twenty· eight, a comfortable lodge hall, which they owned free of debt and 
with a sung sum in bank, has been blotted out; two lodges, without any 
fault of their own, have been compelled to hold long, tedious and exasper
atiug trials; a condition of wide·spread irritation and ill feeling has been 
engendered and the Grand Lodge has been obliged to disburse a large sum 
in excess of all the assets of the defunct lodge. 

"This case affords an excellent example of the evils of contested and at
torney-paid litigation in lodges, referred to in my report of last year, and 
emphasizes the advisability in cases where masonic trials are necessary, of 
finding some fair, equitable, speedy, and inexpensive way of arriving at the 
facts and administering justice. It is hoped that the amendment to Grand 
Lodge by-laws which was offered by the Committee on Jurisprudence last 
year, and which l:omes up for action at this session of the Grand Lodge, 
will meet your approval and serve as a step in the direction of reducing ex
penses and as a deterrent to long drawn out trials." 

We have heretofore deplored the increasing tendency to conduct masonic 
trials' after the manner of criminal courts. There is no doubt at all that 
this is a departure from the old usages, and is a procedure entirely contrary 
to the procedure in former times, assumed to be the correct one. The two 
methoos are based on entirely different principles. In a lodge a brother is 
tried by .his brethren, and the teclmicalities of trials in courts, ·never should 
be allowed. Least of all should a brother who appears as counsel on one 
side or the other be allowed to receive pay for his services. It ought to be 
made a masonic offence, with expulsion as a probable consequence. How
ever, this case illustrates the necessity, now that our lodges are so large, of 
some other method of trial of charges, than a trial in a lodge. 

We have watched with a good deal of interest and some anxiety, there-
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suit of the system of commissioners in Massachusetts, and our conviction is • 
that it has proved to be an abundant success, and will be adopted ultimately 
generally. 

The Grand Master had visited over sixty lodges, and had been kindly re
ceived. As a whole he found the lodges in good condition. 

Of rotation in office he says: 

"The custom which formerly prevailed in many lorlges of retaining the 
same brother as Worshipful Master for a dozen years or more, has been fol
lowed in many cases, and especially in our larger cities, by the opposite 
extreme of electing a new Master every year. When one extreme is thus 
followed by another, it is usually true that both are bad, and the case under 
consideration forms no exception to this maxim. 

"The custom first referred to, produced a condition of monotony and 
lethargy, if not of deterioration and dry rot, which was destructive to growth 
and discouraging to zeal, ambition and effort. It was natural and proper 
that the doctrine of rotation in office and the laudable desire to give the 
young men a chance should bring about a reaction, but unhappily this reac
tion has been carrierl so far as in turn to call for correction. 

"When the rule of 'advancing the line ' regularly every year becomes 
practically inflexible, the lodge in large measure loses its right of free choice 
anrl becomes a slave to custom. I would not if l barl the power, interfere 
with the right of every lodge to select its own officers unrestricted save by 
the laws of the Grand Lodge, but I do desire to emphasize the fact that 
when a habit or custom such as the one mentioned becomes the dominant 
factor, the members cease to exercise their constitutional rights and merely 
register the choice of the Worsliipful Master, who years before placed a 
brother in line by appointing him to a minor office. 

"One of the detrimental effects of this custom is that it tends to impress 
upon those in line the idea that the ability to repeat the ritual and to go 
through the regular routine is all that is necessary to qualify them for the 
highest honor in the gift of the lodge, and the practical result is that every 
Master becomes a Past Master just when be begins to get a true conception 
of the duties of his station. The otlice of Worshipful Master of a masonic 
lodge is a position of trust and honor. To discharge its duties properly 
should be the laudable ambition of every brother who bas been chosen to 
the place. The ability and experience to perform these duties adequately 
can come only through study and effort and after the lapse of more time 
than the custom here criticised permits. To prove this proposition nothing 
further is needed than the evidence of the Past Masters who have become 
such through the operation of this rule. 

"It is to be hoped that the golden mean which will prevent monotonous 
service on the one hand and break the rule of annual rotation on the other, 
can be reached by our lodges through a more general exercise of tbat freedom 
of ballot which impels every member to vote for the one be honestly thinks 
best fitted for the place." 

We quote the whole of it for it is a growing evil in Masonry. In this 

connection the Grand Master draws an eloquent parallel between the soldier 
and the mason, of which the following is a specimen: 

"May we not, as masons, draw a parallel between this page of history 
and our own experience and duty? We are constantly adding to our num
bers hundreds of young men who come to us with vague, imperfect, and 
often erroneous ideas of our aims and purposes. It is the work of a few 
minutes or hours to confer the degrees upon them, to open up to them the 



Correspondence-Illinois. 57 

way to the light, and to give them the key to a broader and nobler life; but 
it is the labor of years to cultivate the germ that is thus planted, to assim
ilate them into the grand life of the fraternity and to inspire them with that 
higher and nobler purpose of good will and helpfulness whose development 
will go on and on through all eternity." 

The edict of the Grand Master was approved, although it met with some 
opposition, and the committee endorsed emphatically his remarks in relation 
to rotation in office. 

Tributes were paid to the memory of Past Grand Masters CREGIER and 
HAWLEY, with excellent portraits. The widow of Bro. CREGIER returned 
to the Grand Master the jewel presented to him in eighteen hundred and 
seventy-one, which had been bequeathed by him to the Grand Lodge, sug
gesting that tl!e jewel be worn by the presiding Grand Master, practically 
as a part of his official clothing. 

The new Grand Representatives were presented, and were receivt'd by a 
separate address from the Grand Master and a reply by each one of them. 
We note that among them was a representative of the Grand Lodge of the 
Island of Cuba, which was recognized three years ago, although it had its 
origin very largely, if not wholly, under the authority of the Scottish Rite. 

The following amendment to the Constitution was adopted: · 
" In all trials for masonic offences the brother preferring the charges, and 

the accused, shall each pay all the expenses of procuring his own witnesses 
and the cost of his stenographer, if one be required. Each party shall, on 
appeal being taken, be required to pay the cost of copying the evidence in
troduced by him, aud all documents filed by him in the case. Where a 
lodge, hy the Junior Warden or other officer, brings charges against a 
brother, its share of the expenses shall be paid out of the lodge treasury. 
Provided, that where a 'brother is too poor to pay the expenses necessary to 
a proper hearing of charges preferred against bim, the same shall be paid 
by the lodge, the lodge being the judge of his ability to pay expenses." 

We have grave doubts as to the wisdom of this provision. The fact is, 
that in many jurisciictions, at any rate, masonic discipline is already alto
gether too lax, and if a brother who makes a charge is obliged to pay the 
expenses of the prosecuting part of the trial, very few charges will be made 
by individual brethren. 

An amendment was adopted, giving to permanent members mileli.ge and 

per diem. 
An amendment to the Constitution, in relation to dimits, was introduced, 

and referred to a committee, with authority to report at the next session of 
the Grand Lodge. It seems to provide for a system of transfer from one 

lodge to another. 

In a trial of a case by a lodge, a party, not a mason, was called as a wit
ness, and the lodge resolved itself into a committee of the whole, and, as 
such committee, heard the evidence. The Grand Lodge held the proceed-
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ings to be wrong, but of not sufficient importance as to reverse the decision 
of tbe lodge. 

The report of the committee was based upon the language of the by-laws, 
which requires testimony of witnesses not masons to be taken by a commit
tee. We think the method adopted by the lodge is altogether more satis
factory, and we do not see why it might not be done properly; and later on 
we find that an amendment to the by-laws was proposed, allowing this to be 
done when in the judgment of the Master no injustice would be done, either 
to the accused or the accuser. 

Bro. RoBBINS presented the Cregier jewel to the Grand Master, who re
plied in very fitting terms, paying a high tribute to Bro. CnEGIER. On the 

· installation of his successor, the Grand Master transferred to him this jewel. 

The Report on Correspondence (pp. 227), including an index, was pre
sented, as heretofore, by Bro. JosEPH RoBBINS. He continues to use the 
topical form. 

Of this form of reports, be says: 
" Last year with what we thought was a full consciousness of the excess 

of labor, which would be required thereby, we reluctantly determined to 
try the experiment of a topical report with the design of condensing the 
results of a survey of the yearly widening masonic field into possibly less 
than one-half of our customary space. We did not quite succeed in keep
ing within the limit as to space, and so far as the best results to the craft 
are concerned we feel that cur failure was still more conspicuous. In the 
hope that we may do better with our past experience to guide us, we shall 
again present our report in the topical form, although with the knowledge 
born of that experience and with no prospect that the extra masonic activ i
ties of life will be Jess exacting than heretofore, we approach the increased 
labor entailed by it with an apprehension akin to positive dread." 

• • * * * * * * • 
"One of the strong reasons suggested is that the topical form of report 

does not give a picture of Masonry as reflected in the proceedings, and 
hence fails of the true end of a Report on Correspondence. 

"To our mind a stronger reason, but one closely akin to that, is that· in 
dealing with most questions that are widely discussed, the reviewer is be
lated. In waiting until subjects have become of wide present interest, in 
order to reflect by his reflections the prevailing trend of opinion, he has lost 
his opportunity-as well as failed of a correspondent's real duty-to be in 
at the first, to discover the first outcroppings of revolutionary and destruc
tive tendencies, or doctrines, and to raise the warning voice and endeavor to 
set the current of masonic opinion, which may have been deflected by sur
rounding conditions or the alluring propositions of enthusiasts within, back 
into proper channels." 

His first topic is Necrology. He notes the deaths of eminent brethren in 
the different jurisdictions, and pays an eloquent tribute to the memory of 
many of them. 

Under the heading "As others see us," he devotes nearly seventy pages 
to other Grand Lodges, taking them up in alphabetical order. 
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There is a great deal in it, that we would l.itre 1n ~ .but .must pass 
over in order to have space for the more important matters. 

Referring to our expression of surprise that the penalty .inflicted upon a 
party by the Grand Lodge should not be stated in the Proceedings, but left 
blank, he says: 

"We are unable to explain why the penalty was not designated in the 
printed record in this case, as we know of no order of the Grand Lodge re
quiring it, although it is upon such order that the names of those subject to 
disciplinary proceedings are so omitted." 

Probably a mere clerical error. 
Referring to our objection to the conferring of degrees by one lodge for 

another, be says: 

"It is fair to meet the objection interrogatively suggested with the query 
whether a Master of the lodge which was about to do work by courtesy 
would be any more likely or more at liberty to disregard the objection of a 
member of the requesting lodge than the Master of the latter? We should 
be glad with him to know bow old is the certain ly wide-spread usage upon 
which our statement was predicated, and whether it does not antedate the 
recognition of the right of objection." 

Of course not: the trouble is that it takes away practically the opportunity 
for making the objection. But if the abuse of the right of objection con
tinues to increase as much as it apparently has increased within the two 
years that have passed since we wrote the paragraph which he quotes, we 
shall not insist very strongly upon this reason for not conferring degrees in 
that manner. 

The first that we ever heard of the conferring of a degree by one lodge 
for another was during the civil war, and in that case the Grand Master of 
the jurisdiction promptly forbade its repetition, and we have never met, so 
far as we remember, any earlier allusion to it. 

He devotes considerable space to the HART case, holciing that the long 
usage of Maine and Massachusetts (and several other Grand Lodges) does 
not justify it, and really has no bearing upon the question. He overlooks 
the principle that contemporaneous construction of a law, especially if long 
acquiesced in without objection, is very conclusive evidence as to the proper 
construction of the law. We have been at a loss to understand what "law" 
he had in mind. We now find that he relies upon the law in relation to 
controversies between brethren, which has no reference or application what
ever to offences against Masonry. 

Of course the Grand Lodge of Maine bas granted to its lodges the power 
(but not exclusive) to try offenders for violation of masonic law; but that in 
no way interferes with the rightful power of the Grand Lodge to take cog
nizance of such offences if it deems that the occasion requires it. 

The question of going through the farce of pretending to give notice when 
it clearly appears that the accused had absconded, and that his whereabouts 
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were unknown (a question of fact to be determined by the lodge or Grand 
Lodge under the masonic obligations of the members), was considerably dis
cussed by him in a former report, and we replied. So far as this question 
is concerned, he seems to withdraw his objections; insisting, however, that 
our references to the Constitutions of other Grand Lodges do n~t touch thP 
question of jurisdiction; of course, they do not; we cited them upon the 
question of nctice, and expressly so stated. 

We find that in Illinois, as in Maine, (but not as in some other jurisdic
tions) the Grand Master may suspend a mason in the recess and cite him for 
final trial by the Grand Lodge: but this is all wrong, if he is right about the 
Hart case. 

Bro. RoBBINS has his usual fling at the Scottish Hite. Among other 
things he says: 

"It is no answer to this to say that it is too ridiculous to treat seriously 
because the 'Scottish Rite is governed by laws,' when the complaint is that 
it is these laws which make it a serious matter, because they permit a single 
individual to set up an empire of his own by creating a following of alleged 
masons out of the ranks of the profanes. Bro. Drummond says our under
standing in this respect is utterly erroneous. We wish it were, but the fol
lowing utterance of Bro. Drummond-to whose superior knowledge we bow 
in these matters-is not reassuring. In order to a full understanding of his 
remarks we quote first the language of the lamented Fellows, of Louisiana, 
which called them out." 

Then he quotes the account which Bro. FELLows gave of the visit of 
Charles Laffon to Mexico in 1859, ami his making masons there and estab
lishing a Supreme Council. Bro. FE I~ Lows suggested that we anrl others 
would admit that all the masons so made were clandestine. And he quotes 
our reply as follows: 

"We do' fail to admit' his proposition: if a Supreme Council can create 
lodges, it creates them in accordance with its own laws; according to Bro. 
Fellows there was no Grand Lodge there and no lodge even; masonically 
speaking, the country was absolutely open to any masonic power to estab
lish Masonry there without infringing the jurisdiction of any other power in 
the least; if, under the laws of a Supreme Council, one of its members is 
authorized, in such a country, to confer the degrees to establish Masonry 
there, his acts are valid; the proposition that a profane can be made a masou 
only in a regular lodge has exceptions; if not, Richard Vaux lived and died 
a clandestine mason, as well as many others, who have been everywhere 
recognized as regular." · 

:First we have to say that his charge refers to the present time, while his 
proof refers to an instance forty years ago, when the Rite had hardly got 
reorganized after the anti-masonic times, since which the law has been en
tirely changed. In the second place, his proof does not. sustain his charge, 
because he did not limit it, according to the facts, but made it general, as if 
it could be done any where and at any time. 

In referring in a former report to some of his remarks, we quoted the 
term" broils,'' which he had used, but had preceded it by two terms sup-
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posed to describe the kind of "broils": as we were not familiar with the 
kind that he mentioned, in order to be sure that we included them, we 
denied, as we could correctly do, that any " broils" had arisen. But he 
seems to feel hurt because we did not use his term, which seems to be a pet 
one with him: so we will now say that no "factional dynastic broils," what
ever that may mean, have " rent the Scottish Hite." As before, we now 
say, that the claims and efforts of imposters cannot be charged against the 
Scottish more than against the York Rite: in illustration, we cited him to 
the clandestine lodges in his own State and in Ohio; the former, the 
bodies in his own State he does not mention; that would not rlo; it would 
spoil his argument: as to the Ohio lodges, he substantially lays the blame 
upon the Scottish Rite, because the impostors, in revenge for not allowing 

their cla·ims, f ormed these clandestine lodges!" He seems to forget, also, 
that the clandestine lodges in Ohio were formally disowned by the Cerneau~: 
as what he writes indicates that he has no knowledge of that action, we give 
the "Proclamation," purporting to· be an official communication of the 
"Supreme Council, 33°, for the U. S. A., their Territories and Dependen

cies," signed by John J. Gorman, styling himseif "Grand Commander, " 
and attested by John G. Barker, styling himself "Grand Secretary Gen
eral," with a printed impress of a seal, and we commend it to the attention 

of our Brother: 

''To all Brethren of our Obedience : 
"WHEREAS, lt has come to my knowledge that Master Masons who were 

affiliated with lodge~ working under warrants issued by the Most Worship
ful Grand Lodge of the State of Ohio, ha\·e so far forgotten their duty and 
obligations to the Grand Lodge and their duty and obligations as Master 
Masons as to have raised the Standard of Revolution in that State,_and have 
organ ized and caused to be incorporated under the law of the State of Ohio, 
a so- called 'Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons,' in oppo
sit ion to the regular Grand Lodge of Oh io, and 

"WHEREAS, Said so-called opposition Grand Lodge has not been and can- • 
not be acknowledged by any of the Grand Lodges of Free Masons in the 
L'nited States of America, and 

"WHEREAS, Any Master Mason desiring to become a member of, or re
tain membership in any of the bodies subordinate to the Supreme Council 
Sovereign Grand Inspectors-General of the Thirty-third and last degree of 
the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite for the United States of America. 

"THEREFO BE, Inasmuch as the before mentioned so-called opposition 
Grand Lodge is not so acknowledged, this is to admonish and warn all 
brethren of our obed ience against becoming members of any lodge acknowl
edging said so-called opposition Grand Lodge, or in any way participating 
with them, or in aiding or abetting its organization, existence or cont inuance , 
or with any subordinate lodge or organization acting undPr its authority, 
and all subordinate bodies of our obedience are positively forbidden tore
ceive any member of the so-called opposition Grand Lodge or any of its sub
ordinate bodies into any of the bodies of onr obedience under any circum
stance whatever." 

He formerly put the following question to us: 
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"Now can a Grand Lodge, thus constrained by the fundamental law, 
make a definition of Masonry, which shall perm it a portion or all of the 
members of the lodge, to practice as Masonry, in bodies which it does not 
create, something other than the Masonry of the original definition?" 

We answered it, as we supposed, but he is not satisfied with it, and in 
answer to our question says that he means the same Grand Lodge and re
peats the queBtion. Having driven him to that limitation upon his question, 
we answer, yes. The Grand Lodge is, for the members of its obedience, 
the Supreme power of the craft. The " original definition" of Masonry by 
it is no more sacred than later definitions by it: and if a later definition 
varies from the original one, that prevails. It should be said that this dis
cussion arose from his denial of the right of Grand Lodges, to recognize 
chapters or any bodies other than lodges, as masonic bodies. We pointed 
out th.at Grand Lodges had done so from time nearly coeval with the organ
ization of the Grand Lodge system. But he insisted that this definition was 
different from the" original definition .. " We pressed him to know "whose 
original definition," and he now says that of the same Grand Lodge; when 
he says that the answer is obvious and certain. In this connection he says: 

"He says he is not sure that he understood us, and as it also seems doubt
ful to us, we will try and make the matter plainer. A lodge practices 
Masonry by the acts of its individual members. What those acts shall be 
is determined by the defin ition of Masonry which the Grand Lodge, acting 
under the constraints of the fundamental law, makes for the lodges aud in
dividual masons of its obedience. Is it not equally true that the acts of the 
individual which constitute the practice of the rites of Masonry thus definerl 
must be practiced in lodges warranted by the Body thus defining it or be 
utterly invalid? Universal usage as well as common sense gives an affirma
tive answer." 

This qnestion he answers himself in the affirmative. If he had not, he 
would not have obtained any. This is almost too ridiculous for notice: for 
according to it, the Grand Lodge of Maine cannot recognize the work of the 
lodges of any other jurisdiction, but only that of the lodges warranted by it! 

Under the head of "Negro Masonry," be gives a brief summary of the 
action of other Grand Lodges in relation to that of the Grand Lodge of 
Washington, with brief comments as he goes along, the action of the Grand 
Lodge of Washington in 1899, and quite an extended discussion of the sub
ject at the end, 

As a whole his discussion is rather a threshing over of old straw, but 
there are some parts that should not pass unnoticed. 

He devotes considerable space to his statement in substance that Prince 
Hall's lodge was "excluded," was " not permitted to participate" in the 
action when the Grand Lodges of Massachusetts united in 1792 and organ
ized one Granrl Lodge in that Commonwealth. He gives no evidence in 
support of his statement-and for the very good reason that there is none. 
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There is nothing to show, so far as our examination of the records goes, and 
it has been as thorough as we could possibly make it, that the other lodges 
in Boston had any knowledge of the existence of African Lodge at that time. 
Until he can give some evidence in his statement, his moralizing upon it is 
the worst kind of "buncombe." 

There is no pretence that from 1792 to 1797 (when this lodge became 
dormant, even if it did not cease to exist), when the other lodges were giv
ing in their adhes ion, African Lodge even made known its existence. 

When the Grand Lodge of England dropped this lodge from its roll, and 
ceased to correspond with it, it made no application then. 

On the contrary, a few years afterwards, it declared itself independent of 
all Grand Lodges, declaring that the original charter "appears to have been 
confined exclusively to the Africans." 

In response to our statement that '' There is not the slightest evidence 
that he or those with. him ever applied to any Grand Lodge in Massachu
setts to come under its obedience," he says: 

"It seems singular that in his collection of the printed documents of 
these organizations, he should have failed to secure one so accessible as the 
petition of 'Lewis Hayden' and others'- seventy-two members of the 
five negro lodges existing in Massachusetts in 1868, closing with the· ' hum
ble plea for equal masonic manhood in the hope that we may be permitted to 
establish our claim to masonic rite by whatever means the Most Worship
ful Grand Lodge may sugqest.' " 

It will be noted that he does not deny the correctness of our statement: 
but quotes a clause from the petition for what it was worth. But in that 
p~tition they set out the formation of lodges and of Grand Lodges and 
speak of another about to be formed, and of the National Grand Lodge, and 
speak in behalf of all; their prayer was that all these bodies out of Massa
chusetts as well as in it, and their " we" refers to all of the obedience of 
these bodies. Our brother is obliged to clutch at a straw in his argument, 
but we really did not think that he wonld clutch at so small a one as this! 

He even denies that the Massachusetts Grand Lodge asserted the doc
trine of exclusive territorial jnrisdiction in the famous declaration of 1777. 

He quotes the following: 
"That no person or persons ought or can, con~istently with the rules of 

ancient Masonry, use or exercise the powers or prerogatives of an ancient 
Grand Master or Grand Lodge, to wit: to give power to erect lodges of 
ancient Masonry, to make masons, appoint superior or Grand Officers, re
ceive dues, or do anything which belongs to the powers or prerogatives of 
an ancient Grand Lodge, within any part of the Commonwealth of Massa
chusetts, the rightful and appropriated limits to which the authority of this 
Grand Lodge forever hereafter extends." 

Of this he says: 
"In that declaration it was not even broached, for, although by the terms 

of the fifth resolution, it Beems to be, when it is read by the light of the 
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context-whether of the report or of the resolutions or of both-it is clear 
that it was then construE-d to apply only to masons and masonic authority 
of the schismatic or 'Ancient' branch of the fraternity. The report 
emphasizes the propriety of contemporary existence of two rival independ
ent Grand Lodges within the same autonomous territory, and the fourth 
resolution shows that the Grand Lodge did not ask or expect that any lodges 
save those holding under the deputation of Warren, should send up their 
charters for enrlorsement, in recognition of its power and authority." 

Why did not he add that the Ancients did not recognize the others as 
masons? That would have spoiled his argument. The committee in that 
very report say that the summons for that grand communication went to 
" the Masters and Wardens of all the regular constituted lodges." 

He quotes the following from it: 
"Brother Drummond sees the fatal weakness of the claim that the 

American doctrine of exclusive jurisdiction was then and there established, 
and tries to bolster it up by the analogy of the law of nations: but this 
does not help the matter, because it is manifest that there must first be 
nations out of which international law can grow, and at the period under 
consideration there was only iust the beginning of masonic nations or in
dependent jurisdictions, out of which inter-jurisdictional law might grow in 
the process of time-as it is now growing. He feels this difficulty, and seeks 
to escape it by the truism that the principles of equity on which these laws 
are based, nations do not make, but recognize; and similarly that the benefi
cent principles which must govern the relations of masonic nations, the 
latter do not make, but recognize, as the occasion requires their practical 
application. But this does not help his case, the fatal quality of whose 
weakness lies in the fact that the recognition, which is essential to the 
identification of the law, was then wanting. He evidently feels this, for he 
endeavors to show that there bad even then been some glimmerin gs of rec
ognition of the principal in the action of the Grand Lodge of England, in 
giving its provincial Grand Masters and provincial Grand Lodges exclusive 
jurisdiction within certain territorial limits; but that the law was so far 
E-stablished as to win any conscious recognition from the Grand LodgE' of 
Englanu is disproved by the very case out of which this discussion spriugs. 
Years after it bad given to its Provincial Grand Lodges certain jurisdic
tional limits, in the bailiwick of one of them it chartered African Lodge." 

We did not see any such thing. In answer to the claims that the doctrine 
of exclusive jurisdiction is an enacted law, we stated the position we took 
nearly forty years ago, that that doctrine grows ont of the very existence of 
two or more Grand Lodges. The correctness of this position is now recog
nized by almost every English-speaking Grand Lodge. Bro. RoBBINS prac
tically admits the correctness of our position; but undertakes to break the 
force of it by holding that a law is not a law until it is recognized! It can 
be recognized only by being applied. It is not law when it is applied, but 
after it has been applied, it is Jaw! 

When the Massachusetts Grand Lodge was erected in 1777, the moment 
it came into existence it had exclusive jurisdiction in that Commonwealth. 
Neither its recognition of the law nor the declaration of it in any manner 
affected its rights. They are important only on account of the evidence 
they give, that the existence of the law was then understood. 
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Besides, they expressly based their declaration "upon the rules of Ancient 
Masonry.'' 

Hb last sentence does not sustain the proposition in the preceding sentence. 
In 1789, the Grand Lodge of England bad no Provincial Grand Master in 
Massachusetts, and Bro. RonmNs will find, if he will examine, that no one. of 
the English G1·and Lodges granted a charter directly in a territory in which 
it had, at the time, a Provincial Grand Lodge or Provincial Grand Master. 

He calls attention to a slightly erroneous statement which we made in re
lation to the Grand Lodge of New Zealand. We corrected it in a subsequent 
part of our report, which, however, he had not received when he wrote his 
report. 

He seems to endorse Bro. UI'TON's statement to the effect that lodges com
posed of whites, as irregular as these lodges are, have been recognized. 
He does not give any evidence of it; and he cannot; for there is none. He 
does not seem to understand the vast difference between "regularizing" an 
irregular lodge in the manner provided in the old Constitutions, and recog
nizing as regular a clandestine lodge that does not propose to come under 
the obedience of the Grand Lodge of the jurisdiction. 

In all this discussion, be claims that the legitimacy of African Lodge 
when it was chartered is the "pivotal point" upon which the whole ques
tion turns: whereas be ignores, (and wisely from his standpoint) the fact 
that wheth er African Lodge was regular or clandestine every one of the 
others is clandestine beyond question. 

He discusses "Mexican Masonry," and under Maine says: 
"Past Grand Master Drummond, whose apparent attitude is that of one 

who is rather more than willing that other Grand Lodges should recognize 
the Gran Dieta, but is not yet sure enough that his own Grand Lodge would 
escape burned fingers if it recognized it, to advise such a course, says in re
viewing Missouri." 

We doubt if that "apparent attitude" is seen by any except by those 
whose " wish is father to the thought." We are not satisfied for, among 
other reasons, one which would apparently be a reason with our brother for 
recognizing it, viz: we are not satisfied that the Bible bas the recognition 
required to make their Masonry legitimate Masonry. 

He says further: 
"In discussing the Mexican question heretofore with Bro. Drummond, 

he has scouted our claim that no Body founded on dissent from the original 
plan of Masonry could create lodges capable of organizing a Grand Lodge 
recognizable as lawfnl by the Free and Accepted Masonry of the charges of 
a freemason, insisting that masonic usage was against us, inasmuch as that 
masons made in Scottish Rite lodges-bodies whose congenital illegitimacy 
we maintained because they were the creatures of such dissent-had been 
so universally recognized that the contrary doctrine was only first suggested 
about twenty-five years ago by Past Grand Master Theodore T. Gurney, of 
this jurisdiction. We called his attention to the fact that it was involved 
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in the Mississippi-Louisiana imbroglio of forty years ago, whose history, 
indeed, he had cited to prove that the case had long been foreclosed against 
us, but he now holds that the question of rites was not involved in that 
foreclosure. He says: 

" ' In questioning our statement, that the late Brother Gurney was the 
anthor of the doctrine for which he contends, he calls attention to the fact 
that in Louisiana during the controversy there, the regularity of the 
masons of one body was denied, but there is not a tittle of ev·idence, so far as 
we have ever seen, that it was on the ground of rites. ' 

"The following may not be evidence, but it is a part of what was offered 
as testimony, going to show that the settlement of that controversy was 
adverse to our contention that those receiving the symbolic degrees in 
Scottish Rite Lodges were irregular and clandestine. 

" 'The project of forming lodges in Louisiana was defeated for the time, 
but in 1847 it was carried, and the Grand Lodge of Mississippi chartered 
lodges there. The alleged reason was that the Masons of the .French and 
Scotch Rites were not regular.' (Drummond' s Report to G. L. of Maine, 
re Grand Lodge of Spain, 1881. See Ill. Proc., 1897, app. p. 141." 

As frequently when hard pressed in maintaining his position, he writes 
inaccurately. To be accurate, he should have said "our claim that no 
body founded on dissent from what we call (although very few agree with 
us) the original plan of Masonry," etc. 

We were both writing about the Louisiana imbroglio; Mississippi was 
not then in it. It is true that later Mississippi did interfere on the pretense 
stated, after the imbroglio had been going on over thirty years. 

A Grand Lodge was formed in Louisiana in 1813, which claimed ex
clusive jurisdiction in the State. But ' the Grand Orient of France chartered 
three French Hite lodges in that State and a self-sty led Consistory char
tered two Scottish Rite lodges. The legality of these lodges was denied 
by the others, the leading lodge declaring that its opposition to the Grand 
Orient lodges was not because they worked the French Hite but because 
they owed allegiance to a foreign masonic power. But the Grand Lodge 
succumbed and recognized three French Rite and three Scotch Rite ·lodges 
as regular lodges, although they held under governing bodies other than 
the Grand Lodge. When the two Urand Lodges united in 1851, these 
lodges gave in their adhesion to the Grand Lodge, which accepted th.em and 
they (or some of them) continued their old system of work. We visited 
one of them in 1874 with other brethren who were attending the Grand 
Encampment, and while they worked the French Hite, in compliment to 
their visitors they worked in English, the first -time (as was stated) in the 
history of the lodge. 

There are many matters in relation to which we agree with Bro. RonniNS, 
but we regret to tind that in this report he has given the bulk of his dis
cussion in support of positions which we believe to be erroneous and harm
ful to Masomy. 

1. The powers of Grand Lodges in relation to offences at::ainst Masonry. 
2. The sacred book of the law upon the altar. 
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3. His denial of the regularity of Masons whom the craft universal have 

recognized always. 
4. His attacks upon Scottish Rite Masonry, which, however, in spite of 

his efforts, was never more prosperous or more in harmony with the York 

Rite, than it now is. 

5. His defence of the clandestine organizations that have sprung from 

African Lodge. 

We are hoping that he will return to " the original plan " of these re
ports. 

INDIANA, 1899. 

We have the portraits of WILLIAM GEAKE, the incoming Grand Master, 

and ALEXANDER A. MEEK, Grand Master from 1818 to 1820. 

The Grand Master, SmEON S. JoHNSON, says that in that jurisdiction 

prosperity is an actuality and that the future presents a bright aspect. He 

refers briefly to the brethren who had died in the war, adding: 

"Though we do not erect a mausoleum over the graves of our dead 
brothers, or raise a monument to the virtues of the living soldier, let us 
p1ace on record a tribute to the memory of the dead, and write our appreci
ation of the living, that in all time it may be known how the masons of 
Indiana treasure the memory of those brethren who died in performance of 
duty, and those who served at their country's call." 

As usual, a large amount of routine matter bad demanded his attention. 

He refused to give permission to a lady, claiming to be the wife of a mason, 

to advertise for her husband under an assumed name in the Indiana lodges, 

who had been guilty of an offence against the United States, but which she 

had assurance would not be prosecuted. 

He announces quite a number of decisions, among which were the follow
ing: 

(1.) "A candidate, twenty-one years of age, January 26, 1899, can he 
be elected to receive degrees at stated meeting, January 25, 1899? 

"Yes; and receive degrees when twenty-one years old. " 

In most Grand Lodges the decision has been the other way, and that 

under masonic law a candidate must be twenty-one years old when he signs 

the petiUon. 

(2 .) That an avowed atheist and member of the lodge, is entitled to a 

<limit if the regulations in other respects have been complied with. 

(3.) That a brother having been elected and installed as Warden, has 

"served" as such, complies with the requirement that he must have served 
as Warden before he can be Master, although he bad never done any work 

as Warden. 
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{4.) "A mason rlimitted from his lodge; eighteen months thereafter while 
in the same jurisdiction the lodge expelled him for unrnasonic conduct. 
Twenty years thereafter this expelled mason removed to an adjoining county 
outside of jurisdiction of lodge expelling him; petition for membership by 
dimit in lodge where he lived and was elected, the fact of his being an ex
pelled mason was unknown to lodge electing him till very recently. What 
action should be taken by this lodge? 

"A complicated question is here presented, but in view of all the facts 
presented, I ruled that charges should be preferred against . him and he be 
expelled.'' 

We do not quite see how a mason who bas been expelled ca n be again ex
pelled, while the former expulsion is in force. 

It seems to us that the proceedings in electing him a member were abso
lutely void, and should have been so decided by the Grand Master. 

(5.) Another ruling involved the statement of the proposition that sub
ordinate lodges are creatures of the Grand Lodge and derive their rights, as 
organizations, from the Grand Lodge under the general regulations. 

(6.) He ruled that a member of a clandestine lodge in Ohio having been 
admitted to a lodge in Indiana, the lodge should declare their action in ad
mitting him null and void, and prohibit all mas,onic intercourse with him. 

This leads the Grand Master to recommend that petitioners for member
ship, from sister jurisdictions, be required to furnish a certificate from the 
Grand Secretary to accompany their dimit. 

It seems to us that the lodge neglected its duty in not requiring from the 
party evidence that he was made in a regular lodge before he was even ad
mitted to visit the lodge. 

The diploma in most jurisdictions is the evidence now required by most 
Grand Lodges in relation to visitors coming from Ohio, where these clan
destine lodges exist. 

He decided that under the regulations of the Grand Lodge, a lodge has no 
right to call off from one day to another to finish work. What would be 
done in a case of a masonic trial we cannot tell, but we should think that 
the regulation in question ought to be amended. 

He decided that he had no right to issue a dispensation for an army lodge. 
He w~s considerably surprised to be told that the use of cipher work was 

very prevalent in the lodges, and says: 

"I cannot believe that this 'unlawful and disreputable' practice exists 
so generally among the lodges in Indiana, as is asserted; it has never come 
to my knowledge if such is the fact. 

"If it be true, vigorous measures ought to be adopted and the evil sup
pressed. It is hardly possible that any great number of our members are so 
recreant to obligations, so reckless in violation of the rules of Grand Lodge, 
and so careless of masonic honor as to indulge in a practice both unlawful 
and disreputable. " 

He announced that the Grand Secretary, Bro. SMYTHE, had completed and 
published a work entitled "Indiana Masonic Law, and Code of Procedure," 
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and speaks of it in very high terms, and says that the Grand Lodge ought 
to place one volume of this work in each lodge throughout the state. He 
also calls attention to the History of Freemasonry in Indiana, published by 
the Grand Lodge. He wishes that some way could be devised by which the 
Report on Correspondence could be brought more generally to the notice of 
the brethren, because now only three or four copies of the Proceedings 
reach a lodge and very frequently these are laid away in the Secretary's 
desk, so that few, if any of the members, have access to them. 

Referring to the Washington matter, he says: 
"This claim was exploded long ago, but seems to have been revived by 

Washington Grand Lodge, and revamped as a wonderful discovery-a com
mittee of this Grand Lodge labored for one year, and the present Grand 
Master, who drafted such report, has had his time fully occupied in at
tempting to defend the action of the Grand Lodge. 
· "The Representative of Washington near this Grand Lodge at once re
signed his commission, and I revoked the commission of the Representative 
of Indiana near the Grand Lodge of Washington. 

"The question that confronts us is not one of class or color, but one of 
right. Indiana cannot consent to recognize masons who claim origin from 
lodges clandestine. There can be but one source of authority and power in 
Indiana, and that is the Grand Lodge organized in 1818, whose legitimacy 
has never been questioned. 

"This Grand Lodge cannot maintain relations of intercourse with the 
Grand Lodge of Washington, or permit those owing allegiance to such 
Grand Lodge to be received into our lodges. 

"This Grand Lodge must speak in terms not to be misunderstood and 
place herself in the column of those Grand Lodges maintaining the law as 
it has existed since our formation." 

He brought the Washington Centennial to the attention of the Grand 
Lodge, saying: 

"This will be an event most notable in the history of our Fraternity in 
America, and Indiana ought not to be unrepresented at such a time." 

The Centennial has since taken place with immense success, and we 
were very happy to meet there, as a representative of the Grand Lodge 

of Indiana, Past GraHd Master MARTIN H. H.ICE, well known to the 
craft, through the Masonic Advocate, a publication deserving the good 
opinion of all "old-fashioned masons," who insist upon adhering to the 
ancient ways. 

There was a very large amount of routine business before the Grand 
Lodge, which was harmoniously transacted. 

The chairman of the Committee on Jurisprudence dissented, as he did 
two years ago, from the decision that a minor can be elected to receive the 
degrees, but the majority report was adopted. 

In relation to the decision in the case of the election of an expelled mason 
as a member, the committee say: 

"In approving decision No. 37, your committee agree that the course 
adv ised by the Grand Master, if followed, made an effective disposition of 
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the case, and necessarily made a record of its final disposal upon the minutes 
of the lodge which so elected him a member; but we also believe that it was 
within the power of the Grand Master, upon proper investigation and proof 
of th\) fraud and deception exercised by the party in procuring his admission 
to membership, to have declared his said election null and void." 

In relation to Reports on Correspondence the committee recommended 
that the Master and Secretary take special pains to place the Proceedings 
in the hands of the members, precisely as books from a public library are 
used. 

In relation to the use of ciphers the following was adopted: 
"Resolved, That the making, sale, purchase or use of a cipher work ni 

this Grand Jurisdiction is in violation of masonic usage. Any Worshipful 
Master who may permit the use or exhibition of, or any reference to, any 
cipher, key or guide, or a.ny sheet or part of the same, in the lodge room, or 
allow the same to be used in the instruction of any candidate, and any 
officer, acting officer or participant in the work, who shall use, exhibit or 
consult such cipher, key or guide, or any part of the same, in the lodge 
room, shall be deemed guilty of a masonic offence, and upon conviction 
thereof shall be suspended or expelled. The Grand Master is hereby 
authorized anrt required, in the exercise of his discretion, after investiga
tion, to suspend the Master of any lodge violating the provisions of this 
resolution, and further,-to suspend the functions of any offending lodge if 
necessary, to secure the enforcment of this edict, pending due trial or the 
further orders of this Grand Lodge." 

The election of the clandestine mason to membership, caused the follow
ing resolution to be presented and unanimously adopted; 

"We further recommend that hereafter, when petitions for membership 
from sister Grand Jurisdictions are presented to any lodge, the certificate of 
the Grand Secretary of such Grand Jurisdiction, certifying to the regularity 
of the lodge issuing the· same, must appear upon the dim it." 

The Grand Master ruled, and the Grand Lodge sustained it, that a brother 
elected and installed Master, who has nev!'r served as a Warden, cannot 
lawfully hold the place. We have grave doubt!' whether this is not one of 
the questions which the installation settles, and which cannot be afterwards 
raised. 

The committee submitted a report in relation to the Washington matter, 
with the following resolutions, which were unanimously adopted: 

"1st. Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of Indiana recognizes as legiti
mate all Grand Lodges of Free and Accepted Masons of the United States 
with which it has heretofore been in fraternal intercourse except as herein
after stated. 

"2d. Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of Indiana does not recognize as 
legitimate, any colored Grand Lodge of masons established within the terri
torial jurisdiction of any Grand Lodge in the United States formally recog
nized by this Grand Lodge. 

"3d. Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of Indiana deprecates the unwise, 
ill- considered a.nd uncalled for action of the Grand Lodge of Washington 
in attempting to force abandonment of the great American doctrine of 
exclusive masonic jurisdiction in each and every State and Territory of this 
American Republic. 
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"4th. Resolved, That the M. W. Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted 
Masons of the State of Indiana hereby severs fraternal intercourse with the 
M. W. Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Washington, and for
bids the lodges of Indiana, and the individual members thereof, from visit
ing or admitting visitors from any lodge of freemasons in the State of Wash
ington, until the said Grand Lodge of Washing.ton shall recede from, and 
revoke its order recognizing as regularly made masons those held and de
clared to be clandestine by the Grand Lodge of Indiana. 

"5th. Resolved, That the M. W. Grand Master be and he is hereby 
authorized to revoke this order so soon as the Grand Lodge of Washington 
shall recede from the position assumed by it. 

"6th. Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be anrl he is hereby directed 
to forwarrl a certified copy of this report, together with the action of the 
Grand Lodge thereon, to the Grand Lodge of Washington, to each lodge in 
the State of Indiana, and to all Grand Lodges in the world with which this 
Grand Lodge is in fraternal communication." 

We note that the History of Masonry in Indiana has been completed, and 
that one copy was furnished to each lodge by the Grand Lodge. 

Fraternal intercourse with the Grand Lodge of Peru was resumed. 
A decision in relation to a by-law for creating a system of life member

ship is given, which is of much interest. 
In 1874, a lodge adopted as a by-law that "all members who have paid 

dues for twenty consecutive years shall be exempt from all dues, except 
Grand Lodge dues"; and in the revision of the by-laws in 1895, this pro
viRion was repealed, and this revised code was approved by the Grand 
Master and the Grand Lodge. The Master of the lodge decided that all 
members, theretofore exempt, under that by-law were now liable for dues, 
and one of those interested appealed to the Grand Lodge. The Master of 
the lodge put his decision in writing, as follows: 

"1. A lodge is an inferior body, owing its right to exist to a charter 
from a superior body, and by parity of reasoning any such charter or grant 
of power should be strictly construed, and all powers not expressly conferred 
or necessarily incident to such expressly conferred powers, and, therefore, 
necessarily inferred, are to be held to be withheld and remain with the char
tering body. (See tiec. 1, Gen. Reg. ) 

·" 2. Lodges are permitted to adopt by-laws upon two conditions, and 
only when these conditions have been conformed to are any alleged by-laws 
valid, legal or of binding force: 

" 'That they no not conflict with the Const itution or the General Regula
t ions of the Grand Lodge. 

'''That they have been submitted to, examined by and approved by the 
Grand Master or the Grand Lodge.' 

"3. The Grand Lodge has original and exclusive jurisdiction, and 'its 
enactments and decisions upon all questions shall he the supreme masonic 
law of the State.' 

"4. From a consideration of these fundamental provisions, if the life
membership by-law was in fact ever legally adopted and in force, it 
ceased so to be when the Grand Master, the Grand Lodge concurring, 
ordered it stricken out. 

"The W. M. of LaFayette Lodge did not go back of the striking out of 
the by-law by the M. W. Grand Master to inquire whether it was in fact 
ever legally adopted, but simply held that, whether it was or was not legally 
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adopted, its operation bad ceased, and all privileges which might have been 
conferred und er it bad legally terminated when it was overruled and for-
bidden by lawful authority. -

" Hence, the W. M. of LaFayette Longe has instructed the Secretary 
that the twenty-eight ' life members' created under this by-law were 
chargeable with the regular dues from and after the time the by-law was 
declared to be unlawful and stricken out, and that from the time the law 
laid down by the Grand Master and Grand Lodge must rule and govern 
the lodge and all its members." 

Upon the report of the Committee on Jurisprudence the ruling of the 
Master was sustained. 

We quote this at leugth chiefly tocall the attention to the relations be
tween the Grand Lodge and the lodges; because, while this is well settled 
law and always has been, at the present time a set of masons have come up 
who apparently think that they are wiser than the founders of the institu
tion, and who are making every effort in their power to substitute for this 
original plan of masonry, a form of government based upon that of the 
United States, and we deem it important that attention should be called to 
this because quite a number of sensational masonic newspapers are endeav
oring to assist these brethren in carrying out thei r views. We last year 
quoterl to the same effect from the Grand Lodge of Virginia. 

An appeal came from a lodge which had snspenrled a brother for declaring 
that the Holy Bible is a fraud and written by designing men. It is scarcely 
necessary to say that the Grand Lodge sustained the action of the lodge, 
re-affirming the doctrine that was never questioned in the earlier times. 

The committee quote the following from Mackey's "Masonic Jurispru
dence ": 

"It is a landmark that a Book of the Law shall constitute an indispensa
ble part of the furniture of every lodge. The Book of the Law is that 
volume which by the religion of the country is believed to contain there
vealed will of the Grand ArchitPct of the Universe. Hence, in all lodges in 
Christian countries the Book of the La w is composed of the Old and New 
Testaments, and is to the speculative mason his spiritual trestle-board ; 
without this be cannot labor." · 

A very interesting case came before the Grand Lodge in relation to the 
jurisrliction of a lodge, and we find that a lodge has jurisdiction over its 
members, wherever they may be, and substantially over any mason who 
commits an offence within its territorial jurisdiction. But in the case before 
the Grand Lodge, the committee found that none of these conditions ex
isted. The charge was that the accused "planned" the offence within the 
jurisdiction of the lodge that tried him , in which he resided, and of which 
lodge he was not a member. But the Grand Lodge refused to accept the 
report of the committee and sustained the action of the lodge. This appears 
to us to be one of the cases in which the facts were of such a nature, that 
they induced the Grand Lodge to decide the case upon them without refer-
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ence to the law. It seems to us that the "planning" of an offence can 
scarcely give jurisdiction, but that the jurisdiction attaches in the place in 
which the offence was committed, or to the lodge of which the accused was 
a member. Upon further examination, however, we are inclined to think 
that the decision of the Grand Lodge was based upon the provision of its 
own Constitution, apparently to the effect that residence within the -territory 
of a lodge gives it jurisd iction over offences committed anywhere by a resi
dent, whether he belongs to that lodge or not. We believe that this provi
sion is erroneous, and not in accordance with fundamental law. 

The Grand Lodge refused to reduce the minimum fees for the degrees, 
and the committee well says: 

"The idea that we should compete in rate of fee with other societies in 
order to secure membe1·s is a seriou'Sly mistaken one. The persons whose 
applications may be procured by means of such a financia l inducement will 
probably need additional pecuniary rewards to keep them on the rolls of 
their lodges." 

We must pass over many matters in these interesting proceedings for 
lack of space. 

The Report on Correspondence (pp. 239) was again presented by Bro. 
NICHOLAS R. RucKLE. Referring to topical reports, he says: 

"Correspondence of other Grand Bodies have diverged from this plan by 
preparing a review by topics, taking up under particular subject-heads in
stead of the headings of Grand Jurisdictions the mattArs thought to be of 
such importance as to deserve special mention. This bringing together for 
comparison the opinions of Grand Masters, Chairmen of Committees and 
writers of Correspondence Reports as a rule makes a very interesting review, 
but suppresses to a great extent any account of the legislation in each Grand 
Lodge, which, in our opinion, is the vital object of the review." 

He makes the Washington matter a subject of special report, which he 
presents in the beginning, largely because Washington comes so late in the 
alphabet. He quotes the report of the Washington committee in full, but 
he adds a few notes which are of interest. 

To the impudent claim that it is by no me>tns certain that Prince Hall 
was not a de jure as well as a de facto Provincial Master, and that in the 
opinion of many, a stronger showing in that direction has been made out for 
him than for HENRY PRICE, of Massachusetts, the committee says: 

"The appointment of Henry Price is confirmed by letters from the Grauel 
Secretary of the Grand Lodge of England; the records of that body do not 
substantiate any such claim for Prince Hall." 

We have been intending to notice this point and we may as well do it 
here, especially as we have designated the claim as an" impudent" one. 
In the first place Prince Hall never was a de facto Provincial Grand Master, 
and the asumption that he was one deserves to be called "impudent." A 
de facto officer is one that assumes the title of the office and claims authority 
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to exercise its powers; the acts of such an officer in many states are valid, 
under the civil law; but if the act should be done by a person assuming 

another title they would be absolutely void. For instance, there are numer
ous cases in which it is held that if a deed required by law to be acknowl
edged before a justice of the peace, is acknowledged before a man who signs 
the title" Justice of the Peace," the deed is valid between the parties, and 
the party falsely assuming the title is the one to be punished, if anybody. 
Now if the same party, instead of signing "Justice of the Peace" should 
sign any other title, as for instance, "Minister of the Gospel," the acknowl
edgmen.t would be absolutely void, and the party could not in any sense be 
said to be an officer de facto. Now Prince Hall never used the name 
" Provincial Grand Master." He never did an act which he claimed to do as 
Provincial Grand Master. He knew that he was not such an officer, and 
more honest than many of those of the present day who are endeavoring to 
support his action, he signed his precise title, to wit: Master of African 
Lodge, a title which made an act, which could only be done by a Provincial 
Grand Master, absolutely void. 

These being the facts we need go no further, but rest confident that every
body will say that our designation of this claim is justified. 

In reference to the allegation that a lodge in Virginia, of the same charac
ter as the lodges created by Hall, took part in the organization of the Grand 
Lodge of Virginia, the committee says: 

"The Grand Lodge of Virginia was organized in 1778. While these 
lodges were in all probability originally ' voluntary lodges,' organized by 
those having knowledge but no authority, the first received a charter from 
Scotland in 1758, the second a charter from the Grand Lodge of England in 
1773. Thus there can be no cloud upon their title to participate in the 
formation of the Grand Lodge of Virginia." 

This action, as we pointed out last year, is in exact conformity to the 
written law, which provides that if brethren organize a lodge withont a 
charter, it shall not be admitted as regular, until it is confirmed by a war
rant from the Grand Master or Grand Lodge. 

Referring to the claim that Grand Lodge jurisdiction is an American doc
trine, the committee says: 

" In England, Scotland and Ireland, the Grand Lodges each claim exclu
sive jurisdiction." 

These three little notes utterly destroy the three fundamental claims upon 
which the Washington report rests. 

Following this report the committee give a succinct account of the facts 
which are decisive against the claim of this colored Grand Lodge. Had we 
not already quoted so much, we would quote this report in full . We add, 
however, the following: 



Correspondence-Ind£ana. 75 

"The declarntion of the Grand Lodge of Mass~tcbusetts in 1777, and more 
formally in 1782, ~tffirming the inherent right of every Grand Lodge to ju
risdiction over all lodges and m~tsons in its territory, was recognized from 
that time forward by all En!!lish-spe~tking masons and masons practicing 
the York Rite. The Grand Lodges of England, Scotland and Irel~tnd each 
claim exclusive jurisdiction in their respective countries and concurrent 
jurisdiction among themselves, but exclusive as to all others, in the depend
encies of the British Crown in which no independent Grand Lodge exists." 

* * * * * * * * * 
"No Grand Lodge can license or permit its lod ges, or the members of its 

lodges, to recognize as regular masons, persons made in lodges held in 
another jurisdiction, which under the Regul~ttions of that jurisdiction are 
clandestine, and maintain fraternal intercourse with the Grand Body whose 
authority they assist in defying and setting aside. What difference is there 
between the recognition of the Negro Grand Lodge of Ohio, or the • Cerneau' 
Grand Lodge of Ohio? Is it intended that one shall pave the way for the 
other?" 

Bro. Ruc KLE also gives the report of the Grand Lodge of Kentucky, and 

the report of Bro. RoBBINS, of Illinois, in support of the action of the Grand 

Lodge of Washington, "in which position he is alone and singular up to 

this time," but to which he gives a conclusive reply. He also quotes our 

report of last year, and follows it with an account of the action of the Grand 
Lodges which had acted upon this matter up to the time when he submitted 

his report. 

Of the point utterly ignored by Bro. RonniNS in his report, he says: 

"St. Andrew's was as clearly outside of the legitimate organization of 
Masonry as was African Lodge, th e irregularity of the one arising from the 
separation of this country from the mother country, and the· illegitimacy of 
the other from the lack of jurisdiction of the Grand Body issuing the charter. 
The first named lodge was regularized by the power having authority to do 
so; African Lodge was not. 

"African Lodge, if it ever bad legitimacy, lost it when it usurped the 
functions of a Grand Lodge in violation of the regulations under which only 
it could claim existence. The talk of ridicule, isolation and prejudice, if 
founded upon fact, does not justify the violators of a fundamental masonic 
regulation in pleading such things as a justification of their illegal acts." 

We regard this report as one of the most valuable that this controversy 

has called out. 

Bro. RuCKLE gives his usual review of the Grand J,odges, but our space 

will not allow further notice of it. 

Under "Mexico," he discusses the condition of matters in that country. 
Of the importance of it he says: 

"The recognition of Mexican Freemasonry by Ame:rican Grand Lodges 
will be of incalculable benefit to that country and to the Fraternity in that 
country. And no little ad vantage will accrue to the United States from 
such recognition." 

He suggests the following plan: 

"The Grand Lodge of Texas has been the premier advocate of Mexican 
masonic recognition, and is conservative as well as sympathetic. No body 
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is better entitled to represent the Grand Lodges of the United States. If 
there are no particular lodges in Mexico of such undoubted origin as to 
please the most exacting, let some one or more of the lodges which contain 
the greatest numbers of masons made in the United States, by agreement 
with the Mexican masonic authority, surrender its charter, and take a new 
charter from the Granrl. Lodge of Texas, in the name of those members who 
are indisputably regular. masons. Let those who may be irregular or clan
destine, according to the most strict construction, be healed or re-made, as 
the circumstances may require in such case. When enough lodges have 
been thus re-created, take steps to organize a Grand Lodge, with Constitu
tions and Hegulations conformable to those of the Grand Lodges of the 
United States, thus settling in advance all objections to form of government. 
Dispensations and charters may then be issued by the new Grand Lodge to 
regular petitioners. Those members of old lodges who may for any reason 
be deemed to be irregularly or clandestinely made may, upon petition, be 
healed or re-made in order to qualify themselves as petitioners for warrants. 
By this means the regularity of all wonlrl. be assured, and the smell of the 
smoke not be left upon anyone. 

"The rulers of the Gran Dieta must be convinced of the absolute good 
faith of all concerned, and that the amended administration wouid be re
stored to those of Mexican nationality or selection. 

"If such general agreement can be secured, no trivial objection to details 
ought to be permitted to stand in the way of the accomplishment of this 
purpose. 

" This plan will further require that the Supreme Council of Mexico ex
clude from its bodies all who do not enroll themselves in the lodges thus 
reorganized." 

Of course this plan would accomplish the desire<j. result; but we appre

hend that it would be found that many, who have always been recognized 
as regular masons, would not consent to be deemed irregular because a com

paratively few have set up a modern fad at utter variance with the prin

ciples and usages of Freemasonry. 

INDIAN TER.R.ITOR.Y, 1899. 

A special communication was held at which the Grand Lodge laid the 

corner stone of Central College, Wagoner, in the usual form. 

At the annual communication, the Committee on Credentials, which had 

been previously appointed, reported immediately after the opening. Their 

report was adopted with leave to add the names of others who should arrive 
during the session. We believe that our brethren of this Grand Lodge will 

find the same good results from this method that we have in Maine. 

The Grand Master, HJ>NRY CLAY NASH, calls attention briefly to the 

public events of the year, saying that Masonry should take to itself her 

share of the admiration of the worlrl in consequence. 

We find from a decision, that the proficiency of a candidate in any of the 

degrees is passed upon in the Master Masons' lodge. 

The following question and answer caused some discussion, but the 

answer was sustained by the report of the majority of the committee: 
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"Question: TheW. M. being absent at a regular meeting in November, 
the S. W. presided. TheW. M. was present and ptesided at the December 
meeti ng. Who should sign the minutes of the November meeting? 

"Answer: The S. W. who served as W. M. at the November meet ing. " 

We do not know what the usage is, but it would seem upon pl'inciple that 

the decision is right, otherwise it would seem that the Senior Warrlen pre- . 

siding at the November meeting should have signed the minutes of the pre

ceding meeti ng. It may be 8aid that the officer presiding when the minutes 

are approverl, is the proper one to sign them, and yet the general under

standing outside of Masonry is that the record is signed by the officer who 

is present when the transaction took place. The question would seem to be 

in a lodge, whether it is the approval that is certified to by the signature or 

the minutes themselves. 

The following decision was approved: 
"Question: A sits in one lodge with B and in another with C. A intro

duces Band C to each other as Master Masons. B afterwards visits C's lod ge. 
Can C vouch for B on A's information ? 

"Answer: No." 

This is contrary to the usage that we were taught when we learned 

Masonry, and we see 'no reason why C could not vouch for B under the 

circumstances stated, unless there was some doubt as to some of the facts. 

The Grand Master noticed the action of the Grand Lodge of Washington, 

but before he took any action, be wrote to the Grand Secretary, asking 

what was done in 1899, and received a copy of the resolutions passed. 

Of this he says; 
"They attempt and do rescind a part of the work done at their communi

cation last year, but your Grand Master is m about as much of a fog in 
trying to construe these last resolutions as that memorable committee was 
in trying to solve the subject of negro Masonry in the first place." 

The matter was referred to a committee, and they held that the acUon of 

the Grand Lodge was rescinded, and therefore no action by this Grand 

Lodge was necessary. 
The Junior Grand Warden spoke of the Washington Centennial, and, 

after appropriate remarks, stated that be thought no State or Territory in 

the United States should fail to represent itself at that centennial, and 

thereupon: 

"He moved that Bro. J . S. Murrow, one of the oldest masons in the 
Territory, be appointed by this Grand Body as its representative to attend 
the Washington centenary. Bro. J. E. Humphrey seconded this motion in 
kindly words. The Grand Master asked for a rising vote and the motion 
was carrierl unanimously." 

This was a highly deserved compliment to Bro. MuRROw, auJ we 'a re the 

more pleased at it, because, very unexpectedly, we had the great satisfaction 

of meeting him at the Centennial, and while our meeting was brief it was 
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long enough to carry the features and smile of our beloved brother in our 
memory as long as memory lasts. 

His report, as usual, while concisely put, is a careful business statement 
of the doings of his office for the year. He is very earnestly in favor of the 
Orphans' Home, but we hope that our brethren will raise the means before 
they put the project into actual operation. In speaking of this he says: 

"During the last ten years we have paid out over five thousand dollars in 
teaching our secret work to the lodges, and the Grand Lecturers say there 
a re not more than a dozen men in the jurisdiction who have learned the 
adopted work absolutely correct. l have no intention or wish to detract 
from the value of a beautiful and uniform ritualistic work, but is it more 
important that our lodges should be able to put an 'a ' or 'an' or 'the ' in 
the proper place in our ritual than that the true principles of Masonry, 
charity, brotherly love, relief and other card inal virtues should be empha
sized and exemplified by this Grand Body? Is ceremony more important 
than life? To their credit be it said that some of our lodges have aided a 
few of the orphan children in our midst, but who can point to any money 
actually expended by this Gram! Lodge toward the training or education of 
a single orphan?" 

~nd his words seem to have had a great deal of effect, for when a brother 
moved that fifty dollars be appropriated from the funds of the Grand Lodge 
to purchase a jewel for the reti ring Grand Master, it was opposed on the 
ground that the money could be better spent for the Home, a nd thereupon 
a motion, to raise the money by voluntary contribu tion was adopted-any 
excess to go into the fund of the Home. In a few minutes one hundred 
and fourteen dollars was raised, and thereupon the retiring Grand Master 
announced that he contributed the fifty dollars appropriated to him for the 
jewel for the same purpose, which of course was received with great ap
plause. The Grand Lodge appropriated afterwards the fifty dollars which 
was to be used in the purchase of the jewel, for the Home, so that the net 
result was one hundred and sixty-four dollars addition to the Home Fund. 

Tbe Grand Orator delivered a beautiful address, giving account of the 
similarity of Masonry to the ancient rites, and he quotes from an Egyptian 

book the following statement : " I am Grand Master of the craftsmen who 
set up the sacred arch for a support." 

The whole address must be read in order to be apprec iated. 
A motion was made to strike the following from the by-laws: 
"Should any member allow his dnes to remain unpaid at the time of an 

election he shall not have the righ t to vote or be elected to any office." 

But the matter was evidently compromised by a decision of the Grand 

Lodge, that a lodge has a right to waive temporarily this restrict ion. We 
believe it ought to be waived until the party has been notified and a decision 
rendered, determining the facts, af ter an opportunity for him to be heard. 

The Grand Secretary described the selection of the place of the next meet
ing .as a difficult and exciting task. Two places were presen ted and sup-
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ported by brilliant speeches, anrl the Grand Secretary records that after a 
very close and exciting race, Wagoner was declared the victor by a few 
votes. 

Parties having been convicted of a conspiracy to disrupt their lodge, 
pleaded guilty, and asked the leniency and mercy of the lodge. Two of 
them were indefinitely suspended , and the other was suspended for one 
year. They appea·led on the ground that the punishment was excessive. 
But it appearerl that they had written libelous letters to the Grand Master, 
and made serious chart es against the officers and members of the lodge and 
the Grand Lodge, so the Grand Lodge sustained the decision of the lodge. 
We hope that this will be generally known by the craft, in order that it 
may be understood that conspiring to disrupt a lodge is an offence of ~ very 
serious character, and which deserves a severe punishment. If this was gen
erally understood, we believe such things would happen more rarely than, 
we are afraid, they do. 

The Grand Secretary, in his report on returns, states the difficulty of get
ting a correct report to publish, saying that on account of the careless pen
manship of some Secretaries it is very difficult to decipher names, and that 
he and his good wife had a fearful task in copying them. Rapid and careless 
writers do not sufficiently comprehend the fact that while ordinary words 
may be studied out although badly written, the reverse is true in regard to 
proper names, which should always be written with care. 

He classified the reports. The first one being those where they are cor
rect and well written, and the next where the names are not given in full, 
some badly spelled aud badly written, and quite a number of them not tally
ing with previous reports. 

We wonder if he is alone in the following, or whether other Grand Secre
taries can sympathize with him: 

"Scarcely any report presented before Grand Lodge elicits such interest 
as the one on Law and Usage. The reading of the following report was no 
exception. Several points called out much discussion. On one point there 
was a majority and minority report. No report should be more carefully 
written out. It should be typewritten, and after adoption it should be re
written by the committee. For two or three years no report has given the 
Grand Secretary more trouble to transcribe and prepare for the printer than 
this report on Law and Usage. They have usually been written with pen or 
pencil, considered seriati m, discussed at length, amended, interlined, erased, 
and in short, after adoption they scarcely recognize themselves." 

He then gives the last analysis of these reports as finally adopted by the 
Grand Lodge. 

The truth of his remarks seem to be borne out in the fact that a resolution 
stated in the record proposing an amendment to Art. 8 of the by-laws, is 
reported in this report as being an amendment to Art. 3, as it seems to us, 
and we are quite sure that in some way a " 3 " and an " 8 " " got mixed." 
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An amendment was introduced changing the Constitution so as to read as 
follows: 

"No one shall be eligible to the office of Grand Master, Deputy Grand 
Master, Granci Warden, Grand Treasurer or Grand Secretary unless he Is a 
Past Master and a member of Grand Lodge, and is or has been present at 
the communication at which the election occurs." 

We sincerely hope that this will not be adopted. The nature of the offices 
of Granrl Master, Deputy Grand Master and Grand Warden is such that all 
these officers ought to be Past Masters, but there is no reason for the Grand 
Treasurer and Grand Secretary to be a Past Master, any more than the 
Tyler should be, at;d the restriction that he must be a member of the Grand 
Lodge is contrary to the usage of Masonry, which gives to the Grand Lodge 
the right and power to elect for its officers any member of good stanciing in 
the jurisdiction; and in electing a Graud Treasurer or a Grand Secretary, 
the very man of all others best fitted for the place may not be a Past Master 
or a member of the Grand Lodge. These offices are to a large extent busi

ness offices and not ritual offices, and business qualifications rather than 
masonic should decide the election. 

We deem it uuwise also to require his presence at the annual communi
cation. Illness, or some cause, which be could not control, may have pre
vented his attending, and the masonic usage recognizes installation after. 
wards in such a manner as the Grand Lodge may direct, either by standing 
regulations as we now have it in Maine, or by special resolution as was for
merly our usage. 

We note that the standing committees are appointed at the close of the 
communications, as is the case in Maine-a usage the advantage of which 
we have already experienced. 

The Grand Master of Oklahoma was introduced and received with the 
Grand Honors. 

Of the raising of the money, which we have already mentioned, the Grand 
Secretary says : 

"The Grand Secretary bas attended every stated communication of the 
Grand Lodge since its organization. He has witnessed ami experienced 
many scenes of brotherly love and good will, but the scene that followed 
th is proposition exceeded in interest, liberal giving and enthusiasm any
thing he has ever witnessed." 

There is no Report on Correspondence. The names of all the members of 
all of the lodges are printed; whether this is done annually or not we have 
forgotten, but while we would have this done occasionally we believe that 
it is not necessary to do it annually, and that the expense of printing it 
would be a great deal better expended for a Report on Correspondence. 

We desire to congratulate this Grand Lodge on its prosperity and its ap
preciation of, and adherence to, masonic principles. 
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IOWA, 1899. 

The frontispiece is a group of portraits of the. -Grand Master, Grand War
dens, Treasurer and Secretary. 

We also have, later on in the volw:n<:'< a portrait of the retiring Grand 
Master, Bro. CRo~.~ : -BoW"EN, wi.th a sketch of his life by Bro. CRAIG, with 
an additio·.11 by Bro. PARVIN. 

The Grai)d Master, (CROM. BowEN) in his address eloquently refers to 
the public ~.lvents, then transpiring, and to the duties and practice of masons 
in relation, thereto. 

We des;ire to copy at some length his remarks in relation to other matters 
or we wo·~1ld be disposed to copy his opening. 

He sayip: 
"I am :happy to say that no disturbing elements, such as would endanger 

or even c·-ripple the Order, have arisen; peace and harmony prevail, ·and a 
slight nun1erical increase in membership is reported. Much work has been 
done by many of the lodges, and some show a surprisingly large increase of 
member)Rhip arising from new matenal. On the other hand, many of the 
lodges a;re doing little or no work, and in some there has been a net loss
occasim':!ed by a large number of dimits. The change in our Code in refer
ence td dim its, adopted two years ago, is just beginning to become apparent. 
Near!)/ nine hundred members of our lodges have taken advantage of the 
chang_e and have dimitted, while only about five hundred have uniteil by 
dim it ~:luring the same time. This condition is one calling for your serious 
consitlieration . What action, if any, should be taken by the Grand Lodge 
in ref:erence to dimits? I am not prepared to recommend a return to the 
Jaw r.dopted in 1893 and repealed in 1897; a five years trial of that law re
,·ea! d many defects, one of the more noticeable of which is that it resulted 
in so large a dual membership-true, this was not so much the fault of the 
Ia it was the carelessness and negligence of Masters and Secretaries of 
the s;•1bordinate lodges. 

"',l'be question, however, is, should we undertake to compel masons by 
legis~ation to retain membership in particular lodges? If we should succeed, 
wou1.d the Order be benefited thereby? We would be the gainer by the 
amoiunt of the few dollars we have thereby compelled them to contribute, 
and , our annual returns would undoubtedly show a larger gain in member
ship. But after all, is it worth our while? I take it few there be who thus 
rlim .It because of an inability to pay dues. I assume that every subordinate 
lod$ e woulrl, without the asking, cheerfully remit the dues of all such. The 
laril<e majority of those becoming non-affiliates are of those who do not 
be,\ieve that 'it. is more blessed to give than to receive.' Many, perhaps, 
b6came masons through purely selfish motives, hoping to use it as a step
pi.·ng-stone to further some ambition, political or otherwise, and becoming 

! • convmced of their error, avail themselves of the right to dimit; of such a 
. class did the poet write: 

" 'Constant at church and change his gains were sure, 
His giving~ rare, save farthings to the poor.' 

"Such men are no benefit to Masonry, and the individual lodge is in most 
cases better off without than with them. 

" What :vlasonry wants is men who are wedded to the principles and 
tenets of the Order, men of whom it may be truly said-

"' Godlike his unwearied bounty flows, 
First loves to do, then loves the good he does.' 

APP. 6 G, L, 
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"Twenty-five suclr, !J1en banded together would make a better masonic 
lodge than half a hundt~t:.'l . who, though abundantly able, begrudge the small 
amount required each year· .to keep up the expenses of the lodge and meet 
the demands of charity. 

" ' To stretch the'-Jiberal hand 
And pour the.Streamof gladness 

O'er misery's withered strand_:- · 
To cheer the heart of sadness

To dry the orphan's tear 
And soothe the heart nigh broken

To breathe in sorrow's ear 
Kind words in kindness spoken

This is the mason's part, 
The mason's bounden duty, 

This rears the mason's heart 
In wisdom, strength, and beauty.' " 

"In this connection it may be said that there is seemingly a grcpwing ten
dency, to some extent, to draw away from the ancient usages am~ customs 
of our institution, and to compete with other and more modern sc1cieties for 
membership. '· 

"Because some organizations which have recently sprung into e~istence, 
copying to a small degree the masonic Order , hold out certain ind cteements 
to the outsider to come into their ranks, such as cheapness, or elm rms, or 
pleasures of club life, or life assurance, there is, it seems to me, a te,r.dency 
among some of our lodges to compete for material, some by reduci ,ng the 
fees and dues, some by adding the features of a club with its adjun· ct, tbe 
billiard table and the card table, in their rooms. _i 

"I received during tbe year a request from one of our lodges askii;1g my 
approval of the action of the lodge in giving permission to its members to 
organize a masonic club, to be composed exclusively of the members of the 
lodge, and to occupy the ante-room ancl banquet-room of the masoniC:) 1~11 , 
jointly with tht> loclge, and to place therein billiard and pool tabl es ; also 
card tables, and other like forms of amusement. 

"I am not insensible to the advantages of the social side of our 0 rder. 
We ought, as lodges, to make it more and more prominent botb iJ our 
meetings, by having more sociability among its members, and also by }Bak
ing mote of our masonic festive days. These should, however, be cond1tcted 
purely for the benefit and enjoyment of our membership, and not' as a 
means of advertising for new members. , 

"Nor can I give my assent to the idea that a billiard or pool table in a 
masonic hall will attract to our Order a class of people, young or old, that 
will be of any great benefit to Masonry. The initiate who is led to ,;;eek 
admission by this means will soon be among the non-affiliates. The yo1ung 
man attracted to the Order by the click of the billiard ball or the charm;;; of 
club life is not liable to become the most useful or Yaluable member wl~en 
the lodge is called upon in cases of charity and the treasury is empty." 

We had overlooked that this Grand Lodge, after a five years' trial of the 
attempt to compel masons to remain members of the lodge, bad abandoned 
it, and it seems that the experience under it was precisely in accordance 
with the vi~>ws of those who hold that a man forced to remain an active 
mason is ordinarily of no value whatever, and we commend most earnestly 
the remarks of Grand Master BowEN to the Masters of our lodges, especially 
that part of it referring to efforts to compete with other organizations. All 
those efforts are contrary to the original purpose of Masonry and we regard 
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that part of his remarks as the rule which ought to govern our brethren in 
this matter. We speak of this because we have seen signs of the same 
trouble in our own jurisdiction, and while we can see that probably the 
high .water mark of such efforts has been reached, we hope that the ebb of 
the tide will be a rapid one. 

Relations were resumed with the Grand Lodge of Peru. 

He gives the resolutions adopted by the Grand Lodge of Washington at 
its preceding session. Their importance was so great, in his estimation, 
that he appointed a special committee to consider the matter and report. 

He adds: 
"It seems to me that in the adoption of the foregoing resolutions, the 

Grand Longe of Washington had recognized as legitimate masons, with all 
the attendant rights and privileges of Masonry,_ those whom the Grand 
Lodge of Iowa has always held to be clandestine within its jurisdiction." 

In spite of his sympathies and desire to aid deserving brethren, he felt 
compelled to decline an application for a military lodge in a regiment of 
Iowa soldiers then stationed at Manila, and the committee to whom the 
matter was referred, although very strongly sympathizing with the petition, 
felt compelled to endorse his action. 

He seems rather inclined to recommend the revival of the rule formerly 
prevailing in that jurisdiction, that no dispensation should be granted for a 
lodge within ten miles of an existing lodge. We do not believe in such a 
law. It is assuming that a state of things exists which cannot exist in any 
State in this country, viz: a comparatively uniform population per square 
mile. 

We believe that the Grand Master is sufficiently able to judge in each 
particular case as to the wisdom of granting such a dispensation. We do 
not believe that a dispensation should be granted under any circumstances 
to a new lodge without a careful inquiry into all the circumstances surround
ing it, and this being done, we believe that matter can be safely left with the 
Grand Master. 

We find that Iowa has adopted substantially the same plan that prevails 
in Massachusetts, in relation to the trial of offences, but instead of having 
a regular Trial Commission, as in Massachusetts, in Iowa the Grand Master 

. appoints a committee to hear each case and report thereon to the Grand 
J,odge. 

He had had considerable difficulty with the question, " who Is a Past 
Master?" The whole difficulty. arises from the law of that Grand Lodge 
which allows the Master to resign. When a brother has been elected and 
installed as Master of a lodge, he is, masonically speaking, a Past Master. 
That is to say, be bas thereby acquired the masonic rank of Past Master. 
Under the usages of Masonry, no officer, who by his installation acquires 
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rank, should be allowed to resign. The repeal of that provision would 
remove all difficulty. 

The Grand Master well states the objection to this law as follows: 
"There are, to my mind, serious objections to such a law. In this manner 

a single lodge might, if it felt so disposed, t-lect three or more Masters dur
ing the year, and thereby allow a large number of its members to secure the 
honors of a Past Master, whereas the honors shoul•i only be bestowed as a 
reward for honest, faithful, and continued service." 

We know that masonic codes provide that a Master shall not be entitled 
to the Past Master's diploma until he bas served one term. There might be 
some difficulty in the practical application of this, were it not that when the 
term for which be was elected expires, unless he has been expelled or sus
pended, be bas "served" his full term, although he might have been pre
vented from being present in his lodge at a single meeting during that time. 

As usual, the reports of the Grand Secretary and Grand Librarian present 
very much of interest, and need to be read in full to be appreciated. 

We regret to learn that the copies of the Proceedings, prior to 1890, have 
all been exhausted, so that it is impossible to supply libraries with them; 
but this is of not so much importance, as in all probability the statement of 
Bro. PARVIN, that copies of their Proceedings are in more publiC) libraries 
than those of any other Grand Lodge, is correct. 

He states, however, that the library building is crowded already-the 
necessary result from making the library a general one rather than a strictly 
masonic one. 

He complains in very strong terms of the abuses of the word "masonic" 
in connection with th&" Benevolent Aid and Insurance Association," and he 
speaks of one in particular, but as we believe that it is not trying to do 
business in this jurisdiction, we omit further reference to it. This one, 
however, he says had been forced, apparently, to drop the word "masonic" 
from its title, and Bro. PARVIN says that within two years the amount at 
risk bad shrunk from nearly J,wo hundred million to fifty million, ant! Bro. 
PARVIN adds, " and still the cry is of further reduction." 

In relation to the question of dimits, the committee say: 
"As to the dim it question referred to by your Grand Master, your com

mittee are of the opinion that membership in a lodge should be voluntary. 
}'or admission to the lodge we require that the act must be voluntary on the 
part of the applicant, and we feel that to be consistent we should permit 
withdrawal from a lodge to be fully as voluntary. lf a brother finds no at
traction in the beauties of Masonry-if be is unable to form ties and asso
ciations which make his membership therein a pleasure to him, he is really 
out of his proper sphere, and should be permitted to sever those connections 
which are distasteful to him. If the original object of his membership was 
based on mercenary motives, and disappointment to him is the result, as it 
should be, he is not and never will be a mason at heart, and the 0 rder is 
better off without him than with him, so let him go freely and peaceably." 
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As to the other matter mentioned in the Grand Master's address, they 

add: 

"Your committee feel that they cannot endorse the plan which results in 
the making of club-rooms of the apartments in use by the lodge. We ad
mit, and insist, that the lodge rooms should be made as comfortable and 
attractive as possible, and that all reasonable entertainment should be pro
vided for our members, to the end that attendance would be a pleasure to 
each and all, but those pleasures ought to be of such a character as to aid in 
the real work and objects of the lodge; but we fail to see wherein the ad
mission of billiard tables and the like could inure to the benefit of the lodge, 
and are of the opinion that the ultimate result of so doing would be to de
tract from the attendance in the lodge room proper." 

We lfave to pass the reports of the Committee on Library, and jn relation 
to the Fraternal Dead. 

The committee on the action of the Grand Lodge of Washington make a 
condensed statement of the facts and of the law, and close by expressing 
the earnest wish that the Grand Lodge of Washington will rescind its former 
action and place itself in line with the well recognized doctrine and masonic 
sentiment of this country. 

The Past Master questiou was solved by the adoption of the following: 
"Any officer of the Grand or Subordinate Lodge may resign his office; 

provided, however, that no member shall be entitled to the honors of a Past 
Master until he shall have served one full masonic year as Worshipful Master." 

For all this, when a Master is installed and has received the Past Master's 
degree, be is a masonic Past Master, and while the Grand Lodge of Iowa 
may deny him the honors due to his rank, he is still a Past Master. 

The report of the Committee on Chartered Lodges takes up several pages 
in the Proceedings, and we wish every Secretary in the country could read 
and study it. 

A good deal was done towards correcting the errors which had existed 
from year to year; and the committee reports that Masonry bad been in a 
healthy and prosperous condition. 

The committee also calls attention to the ad vantages to be gained by the 
election of a thoroughly competent brother to the office of Secretary by the 
Judge, emphasizing the fact that it ought not to be given to a person merely 
for the sake of the stipend that it carries with it, but should be given to a 
business man, competent to perform the duties. 

As an indication of the manner in which this report was appreciated, we 
quote the following " episode": 

"Brother Fellows (144) , Past Grand Master, in a most happy manner sm·
prised the· Grand Lodge, and especially Deputy Grand Master Miller, pre
siding, by stating that he had been commissioned to bring a serious charge 
against him, in that, in connection with Past Senior Grand Warden Lam
bert, he had by his indefatigable service succeeded in bringing regularity 
ont of chaos and confusion in the returns of the several lodges, and placing 
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them upon such a basis as that the report of this year shows that all returns 
are correct and dues paid, for wllich he had a sl ight memorial to present him; 
and thereupon be waved in his presence a series of flowing ribbons, red, 
white and blue, whicb, upon inspection, were found to conceal a beautifully 
wrought gavel, which be placed in the hands of Brother Miller, who bad 
already learned its use, and made it manifest by using it. Notwithstanding 
his surprise, Brother Miller made an amusing response." 

We call attention to the statement in relation to the gavel as bearing 
upon the question with which we have already discussed, that the gavel is 
the emblem of authority. 

An effort was made to amend the Constitution, in respect to its member
ship, and we are very glad to find that the following report of the committee 
was adopted: 

"First. To the proposed amendment to Section 1, Article II, wherein 
the 'Wardens' of the several chartered lodges and the "Deputy Grand 
Secretary' be deprived of membership in this Grand Lodge, either in per
son or by proxy, we recommend be not adopted. 

"Second. 'l'o the proposed amendment to Section 4, Article II, wherein 
all past elective Grand Officers of this Grand Lodge, except Past Grand 
Masters, be de; rived of membership in this Grand Lodge, we recommend 
be not adopted." 

We believe that it would have been a severe blow to the strength and 
efficiency of the Grand Lodge, had the amendment been adopted. 

The session, while a busy one, was a very harmonious one, and a large 
amount of business was transacted which onr space does not permit us to 
notice. 

A page inscribed with the American flag, is devoted to "Our Heroic Dead 
of the Army and Navy." 

The Report on Correspondence (Page 132,) was presented by Bro. J. C. 
W. Con:. 

In his opening he refers to the questions which have been already dis
cussed and to public events, with a very beautiful reference to those who 
have "laid down the burden and the care." His general review is rather a 
condensed abstract of the Proceedings but with occasional comments. 

He thinks that the question of returning money in case an applicant fails 
to present himself for initiation should depend upon the ci rcumstances of 
the case.- If the failure is for a good reason, the money ought to be returned, 
but if the reasons are frivolous, it should not be. 

He quotes the decision of the Grand Lodge of England, that a man con
victed of felony, and sentenced to penal servitude, ceases at once to be a 
member of the lodge to which be belonged. 

Referring to Bro. RoBBINs' report, he is not prepared to concede that it 
is as an improvement on the former method. He does not state, however, 
the point which in our judgment is the stronger, and that is, that it leads 
rather to discussions on masonic law and procedure, and omits a statement 
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of the standing condition, etc., of other Grand Lodges, to give information 
concerning which was the original object of these reports. 

He takes exception to the sweeping character of proclamations of Grand 
Masters cutting off masonic communications with Peru, on the ground that 
they make no exemptions in favor of such masons as repudiate the objec
tionable decree of Grand Master DHi . We do not regard the objection well 
taken, for the members of the obedience of the Grand Lodge of Peru must 
take the consequences of the action of that body, whether they approve of 
it or not. Such exemption as our brother suggests is practically impossible. 

In his review of Maine, he calls attention to a mistake of ours, in our 
notice of his report, wherein we are printed as saying, "unsupported 
evidence,'' when he wrote '' unexpected evidence.'' We regret that the 
mistake occurred, but it was one of the consequences of using a stenographer. 

He further says: 
"The discussion of the Wisconsin proposition is quoted approvingly; and 

the paragraph in reference to mixed fnnerals, which our brother says that 
he does not quite understand, or else disagrees with a part of it. He knows 
of no masonic law or usage to prevent the members of a lodge of masons 
from marching together at a masonic funeral, provided the lodge is not 
opened and the brethren clothed as masons. Nor do we know of any law 
to prevent those same men from marching together to a Memorial or a 
Fourth of July celebration or to an operatic performance or agricultural 
horse trot, if they so cboose; but they would so do as men, 'not as masons. 
In the case referred to by Grand Master Ball, permission was officially asked 
for an appearance as a lodge, though without masonic clothing; which 
Brother Drummond says is 'a thing which under no circumstances what
ever do we think ·should be done. ' " 

Our trouble is this: we !Jold that a lodge cannot appear as a lodge in its 
masonic sense unless it is in masonic clothing, and therefore we assume that 
the word "lodge" was used in the ordinary sense. That is, that those 
composing the lodge should march together and be known in the procession 
as "the lodge," and we hold further that it should not appear in this way, 
without a dispensation from the Grand Master. The illustrations which 
our brother gives are not in point. For if either of the things should be 
done by parties using the name " masons" anct claiming to be masons, 
everyone participating in it should be disciplined. 

The Grand Master discusses somewhat the Gran Dieta, and recommencts 
that the matter be referred to a special committee. The committee on his 

,address, however, sent it to the Committee on Jurisprudence, but the Grand 
Master not noticing that, appointed a special committee, but we believe that 
the report was finally made by the Committee on Jurisprudence. Grand 
Secretary PARVIN noticed this matter in his report, claiming that the record 
is right and substantiated it with a letter from the then Grand Master. 

While we understand that the position of our brother upon this question 
i~ very much like our own, for the reason that we are not satisfiecl with the 
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information which we have obtained, yet as this position is antagonistic to 
that of Bro. PARVIN and his own Grand Lodge, be seems to us to have 
drifted into a position of very sharp partisanship in oppositiop to the Gran 
Dieta. 

He says: 
"There has been, from the beginning, a lamentable want of straight

forward manliness on the part of responsible officials of the Gran Dieta, and 
the substitution therefor of characteristic Spanish intrigue and duplicity. 
'The Cretians are always liars,' quote<l Paul in his letter to Titus. We 
might substitute another word for ' Cretians' and appropriately use the 
same quotation. The expedients resorted to in order to secnre recognition 
rival Bret Harte's Heathen Chinee 'for ways that are dark and for t ricks 
that are vain.' " 

While there is too mnch truth in this assertion, he fails to recognize the 
fact that the fault complained of in this q notation is as but a drop in the 
bucket as compared with the same fault on the other side. 

While he expresses the conviction that the Grand Lodge of Washington 
made a serious mistake, he holds that the primary question is one of co1.11'tesy 

to other jurisdictions, and that the rights of courtesy only have been invaded. 
Of course we utterly dissent from this view of the case, and from the fol 

lowing propositions whi.ch he lays down as a part of his views in relation to 
the matter. 

" Fi1·st. The Grand Lodge of Washington has not, strictly speaking, in
vaded the rights of any other Grand Lodge jurisdiction. 

"Second. The American doctrine of jurisdiction accords to her the right 
to recognize as masons citizens of African descent, if she is so minded. 

" Thi1·d. The Grand Lodge of Was hington has not, if we underRtand 
aright, opened her own lodges to Negroes, nor proposed visitation of Negro 
lodges. " 

We think that Bro. CoxE overlooked one other essential matter. It is a 
part of the fundamental law of Freemasonry as shown in the charges to the 
Master of a lodge, that a person cannot be admitted as a visitor unless he 

was made in a regular lodge. 

The Grand Ledge of Washington decided that the lodges, from whi ch the 
two applicants hailed, were lodges sufficiently regular to allow its subordi· 
nates to admit these parties as visitors, and sent a resolution embodying this 
statement to the applicants. We regard this, and we do not see bow any
one can do otherwise, as the strongest kind of a recognition of the clandes
tine lodge in Illinois, and the clandestine lodge in Pennsylvania. 

It was said quite anciently that "The deed speaks loud the doer," and 
we may well say, in spite of all the declamations on the part of the officials 
of the Grand Lodge of Washington, that this is one of the cases in which 
"Actions speak louder than words." As to the second point there should 
be added, " provided they are made in a regular lodge." The third one we 
have already answered. 
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In another place later on, he adds: 

"Fifth. The Grand Lodge of Washington went much further than was 
necessary in response to a request from· two individuals who claimed to be 
masons, but whose claims (apparently) were subjected to no real test. The 
petitioners were unduly dignified by the action taken by the Grand Lodge." 

We do not agree: we hold that a man cannot be arlmitted as a visitor into 
a lorlge hailing under a Grand Lodge which has not been recognized either 
expressly or practically by its Grand Lodge, and therefore that this was a 
question for the Grand Lodge of Washington to decide. However, we have 
discussed this matter at full length, covering these very points, but as our 
brother states them specifically, we thought best to notice them specifically. 

KANSAS, 1900. 

The frontispiece is a fine steel plate engrav ing of Bro. HENRY C. Looms, 

the retiring Grand Master. 
M. W. Bro. CoRONA H. BRIGGS, Grand Master of Missouri, visited the 

Grand Lodge, and was welcomed by the Grand Master, and responded in a 

very interesting manner. 
After referring to the slaughter of the Ephraimites, because they could not 

pronounce the test word correctly, he adds: 

"Tradition says, that in the days when Missouri took perhaps an undue 
interest in the settlement of the Territory of Kansas, certain stalwart Gilead-

' ites were stationed at one of the passages of the Missouri river, and when 
there came that way, seeking ferriage across the river, a stranger whose 
covered wagon, goods anrl chattel~ , and domestic belongings marked him as 
a prospective voter in Kansas Territory, they would require him to pro
nounce the name of a useful article which hung from the pole of his wagon. 
If he called it a 'bucket' he was suffered to pass; but if he said it was a 
'pail' he was rejected. Those days are past and we all call it bucket now, 
and whether we hailed from the North, South or East, we are Western men 
toge ther and glory in our heritage. We are brethren." 

We never beard this before, but we can readily understand that if here- . 
sponded "Pail " it was pretty certain that he came from New England. 

Grand Master LooMis, in his address, refers to public events, paying a 
tribute to the Kansas soldiers and their commander, Funston. 

He gives a brief account of the exercises at the Washington Centennial, 
and adds that he had issued an official communication to the lodges in the 
jurisdiction, recommending local recognition of the same event, and ordering 

that the charter, Great Light and jewels of all lodges in Kansas should be 
d1aped in mourning for a period of thirty days, and that after that, the flag 
of our country should be displayed in open lodge at every communication. 
The result was that exercises were held in one hundred and twenty lodges 
in that state. He recommended that a general regulation be adopted, that 
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the flag shall be displayed in every lodge as a memorial to Washington, 

"as a token of our adherence, as masons, to the great principles of liberty 
and equality which he loved and lived for, and of our possession of that 

virtue of patriotism ever inculcated at our masonic altars, and exemplified 

in the lives and deaths of thousands of our Sons of Light, whose deeds are 
recorded in our masonic archives." 

He had also assumed authority to purchase a flag for the Grand Lodge, 

and ordered it displayed at that annnal communication. 

He gives an account of a large number of official acts of a routine charac

ter. 

The effort in behalf of the Home had been met with marked success, and 
he had hoped that an endowment fund would be accumulated, the income of 

which would make the Home self-supporting. 

Of decisions he says: 

"The usual amount of correspondence has been received asking for light 
upon questions of masonic law and procedure, most of which were answered 
by a reference to article and section or note or published decision contained 
in the Kansas Laws of Masonry in the possession of every lodge. If officers 
would read the laws made to govern the craft they are locally superintend
ing, they would succeed in building a more symmetrical temple of Masonry, 
as well as add to their own reputation as masonic students. Of course the 
number of such letters which every Grand Master is required to answer is 
immaterial-that is what he is there for. 

"Fortunately during the year I have not been called upon to render an 
opinion as to the construction to be placed upon any section of our law, 
worthy to be dignified as a decision, and I therefore have nothing of this 
nature to report." 

We are pained to read in his address the announcement of the death of 

llro. JAcon DEWITT, who has for quite a number of years been an active 

factor in the Masonry of that Jurisdiction, although his services have been 

rendered in the chapter, council and commandery, more than in the Grand 

Lodge. 

A very full report of the Grand Secretary shows that the year had been 
rather a busy one, and indicates a high degree of prosperity. 

His report as Grand Librarian shows that the library is in good condi

tion. 

He reports having the Proceedings of our Grand Lodge from 1820 to 1897, 

inclusive. 

The following Regulation, unanimously reported by the Committee on 

Jurisprudence, was adopted: 

"1. It is the bounden duty of any lodge and all Master Masons in this 
jurisdiction to render to any true and worthy affiliated Master Mason who, 
without fault on his part, is in distress, such assistauce as his necessities 
may require and their abilities permit, without reference to his place of 
abode or the location of the lodge to which he belongs. 

"2. In the absence of an explicit agreement, no lodge has any claim on 
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any other lodge in this jurisdiction for reimbursement for sums advanced as 
charity to, or in behalf of, a member of such lodge or his family. 

"3. As under our law, each lodge is req uired to have a Committee on 
Charity, consisting of the Master and Wardens, 'who shall dispense the 
charities of the lodge in such manner as its regulations may require,' (By
Law 85,) therefore, such comm ittee, or at least the chairman thereof, ought 
in all cases to be consulted by the officers of any other lodge intending to 
make a. claim on the charity funds of a lodge. The express and unequivocal 
consent of such committee, or of the lodge, should be obtained before any 
outlay of moneys be made for, or on account of, such other lodge." 

We commend this to our Wisconsin brethren as an exceedingly explicit and 
accurate statement of the law in relation to the fundamental principles of 
Masonry for the relief of poor and distressed brethren, their widows and 
orphans. 

When the report of the Committee on Necrology was submitted, its con
sideration was preceded by prayer by the Grand Chaplain. 

During the reading of the report, Bro. THOMAS E. DE\I'E Y was called 
upon and paid an eloquent tribnte to WASHINGTON, and at the close the 
Grand Lodge was called up and all united in giv ing the private grand honors 
of Masonry. 

A gavel was presented to the incoming Grand Master, by the retiring 
Grand Master, in the following terms: 

"This being the last Annual Communication of this Grand Lodge in the 
nineteenth century, I take this propitious opportunity to present, through 
you, to this Most Worshipful Grand Lodge, this emblem of power and 
badge of authority, to be wielded by you during your administration, and 
to be transmitted to posterity until future ages find out the right. Take it, 
sir, and if it be accepted by this Grand Lodge, wield it with the grace and 
dignity which no one is better qualitied to do than yourself, ever bearing iu 
mind the injunction of the four cardinal virtues-Temperance, Fortitude, 
Prudence and Justice. Wield it temperately, wield it with fortitude, wield 
it with prudence, wield it with justice, tempered with charity and modera
tion." 

To this we fraternally call the attention of Bro. BARLOw of Connecticut. 

We find the following: 

"The M. W. Grand Master presented the Grand Lodge with the badge 
worn by him at the Washington Memorial Celebration at Mount Vemon, 
3nd requested that the same be worn hereafter by the M. W. Grand Master 
on the second day of the session of this Grand Lodge. 

"On motion of M. W . J. C. Postlethwaite, the badge was accepted with 
the thanks of the Grand Lodge." 

The following resolution was adopted: 

"Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be instructed to include with the 
Proceedings the portrait of each retiring Grand Master, and. in addition 
portraits of Past Grand Officers of this M. W. Grand Lodge as may be con
venient." 

The Report on Correspondence (230 pp.) was presented by Bro. JoHN C. 
0 POSTLETHWAITE. 
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We would gladly copy his beautiful opening remarks, but we find that we 
are writing a much louger report than we intended, and must "put on the 
brakes." 

He discards the word "Foreign" and uses the word "Fraternal" instead: 

others have done the same. It is a curious illustration of how the original 

reason for a name is lost sight of in process of time. When these reports 

originated, this t~rm was used simply to distinguish the correspondence 

from otlze1· jw·isdictions frmn home correspondencfe, of which the Grand 
Officers had charge. We continue to use the old term because it correctly 

describes the correspondence which goes into the hands of the committee, 

and " Fraternal" does not; and moreover, correspondence is not less "fra

ternal" because it is "foreign," and no more so because it is not. 

His report is a splendi1i abstract of the Proceedings reviewed, with very 
appropriate extracts ; he comments bdefly, but plainly and forcibly, evi

dently "having the courage of his convictions." 

Of the saloon question, he says: 
"We cannot see how a man can exemplify the principles of Masonry by 

sell ing to his brother that which will t end to lower his manhood, destroy his 
mental faculties, and bring misery and shame upon his household and his 
brethren.'' 

We earnestly commend the following to the careful consideration of breth·· 

ren everywhere, and especially to those of the jurisdictions in which the 
opposite doctrine prevails: 

" We do not believe in the principle of enforced affi liation. There are 
many instances throughout the world where men have become masons and 
are not in sympathy with its teachings, who have quietly taken their dimit 
and ceased to be identified with the Order. Others, entertaining or acquir
ing religious ideas which in their judgment arc inconsistent with the tea ch
ings of .Masonry, have quietly dropped out, neither of which should be 
forced to affiliiite with the lodge, and being conscientious in their belief, 
ought not to be placed under the ban of expulsion. True, there are many 
cases of brethren who sponge their way through Masonry·. There are breth· 
ren, non-atliliates, who are always ready to be present at a banquet or other 
entertainment given by masons, but are never ready to bear the heat and 
burden of the lodge, and who never express in thought, word or deed any 
of the principles of Masomy. Non-affiliation should be curect by acts of 
kindness and true courtesy, and the brother who is forced by a stringent 
law to become affiliated against his will, will never be of any benefit to the 
lodge except the few paltry pennies that he may pay into the treasury for 
dues during the year." 

We have often thought that if we could take as much interest in retaining 

brethren, who seem to be losing their interest, as we do in creating interest 

in candidates, many could be saved from non-affiliation . 

If our review of the Indian Territory were not already in print, we would 

go back and substitute his account of the action of that Grand Lodge in re

lation to a Past Grand Master's jewel for our own. (The Kausas Proceed-
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ings nre received when our report is well along, but just before the printer 

reaches them in alphabetical order, and we are able to give them their place.] 

He quotes the remarks of Grand Master LocKE in relation to the admis

sion of Catholics, and adds: 

" When the writer of this report was installed as Grand Master, he was 
presented with a petition for a dispensation for a new lodge, to be located 
in a Catholic community, all arrangements having been made by his prede
cessor. The lodge was fully instructed and equipped, ready to work, but 
by reason of th e snrroundings we thought it inadvisable to lo.cate a lodge in• 
that particular locality, and withheld the dispensation for a tim e, but our 
brethren were so persistent, and bad expeuded considerable money upon the 
assurance of the former Grand Master that they should receive a dispensa
tion; objecLion was waived , dispensation issued, and that lodge reported an 
accession of about forty members. A charter was issued, and a number of 
Cathol ics had united with the lodge. The priest interfered, and the Catho
lic brethren informed him that there was nothing in. Masonry that would 
interfere with the performance of their religious duties, that they desired to 
support hi m and the church, but were fully determined to staud by the 
lodge, although they would suffer excommunication. Nothing further was 
done at the time, but gradually dissensions among the brethren arose, and 
in less than three years from the date of the dispensation the lodge surren
dered its charter, and Masonry was not benefited, but rath er disgraced, by 
the establishment of a lodge in that community. Hence we are in accord 
with the decision of the Grand Master." 

In reference to one matter discussed in our report last year, he says: 

"We are not in accord on the subject of attending worship, but, uever
thelrss, we are constrained to adhere to our position, that every mason has 
the right to worship Goo according to the dictates of his conscience, and 
that in that worship white gloves and aprons afford no inspiration. Where 
the lodge desires to appear in a body at some house of worship, voluntari ly 
on the part of its membership, we have no objection, but they should do so 
without displaying to the world its regalia. We agree with him in the state
mE:nt that' the true mason will tolerate any method of worship.' We believe 
that to be a principle of Masonry, but it does not follow that toleration 
means the adoption or practice of that method, but rather that it accords to 
me the priv ilege of worship according to my chosen method , and does not 
authorize me to sar to my brother that be must adopt my method of wor· 
ship. If only for one Sunday in the year, the ancient 'practice should be 
modernized in harmony with the true principles of Masonry.' " 

Hequiring ;mother to adopt onr method of worship is not toleration. 

Masons believe in God and in the duty to worship God, but each is bound 

to tolerate in his brother the method which that brother holds to be the true 

one. We hold that that man is not much of a mason who cannot be present 

at the worship of God in a method other than his own. The worship is the 

main thing and the method a mere incident. As" divine worship" is con

ducted, each one present worships in his own manner: a Christian may 

worship according to his own views as freely in a synagogue as in a church. 

If the position of our brother is correct, we must exclude all prayers from 

the lodge upon the san•e principle. Some forty or fifty years ago the 
claim was actually made and vehemently pressed, that no prayer should be 
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allowed in a lodge or at any masonic services, in which any-one who believes in 
the Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of man could not join just as 
if he was making the prayer himself: and that masonic toleration demanded 
this. But the reply was that that would exclude every body, and masonic 
toleration requires that every brother should be tolerated in praying accord
ing to his conscientious belief. The masonic usage of attending divine wor
ship on St. John's Day has become too well established to be" modernized. " 
It is one of the glories of Masonry that brethren of different creeds may join 
in worshiping the Father of us all, each in his own way and without offence 
at the way of any other. 

Of the Past Master's degree he says: 
" We do not believe that the so-called Past Master's degree, be it conferred 

in the appropriate manner customary anywhere, belongs to the system of 
Aucient Craft Masonry. There are three degrees and three only. A 
Master having performed the duties of the office becomes a Past Master by 
virtue thereof and is not entitled to any additional ceremony, except that of 
installation and the experience he receives in presiding over a lodge. " 

But from time immemorial, a part of the ceremony of the installation of 
a master bas been called "The Past Master's degree." It is not a "degree" 
in the etrict sense of that word, but usage is Jaw as to use of words -as well 
as in Masonry. This bas been the fact as far back as we can trace any cere
mony of installation, so we are content to call it by that name. 

In his review of Maine, he states that the Grand Representative of Kansas 
was present at our last annual communication, but be changes the name 
from Ancnm L. TALBOT to FRANCis L. TALBOT. This cannot be allowed: 
only the Legislature or the Court has power to do that! 

We would be glad to notice many other matters in this able report, but 
we must forbear. 

KENTUCKY, 1899. 

The frontispiece is a portrait of the retiring Grand Master, JAMES E. WIL
HELM. We have also a picture of the medal for the Masonic Widows' and 
Orph;ms' Home of Kentucky, as a memorial of HIRAM BASS ETT, to be awarded 
for superior scholarship and deportment. On one side is a likeness of Bro. 
BASSETT, and on the other the name of the medal with a blank space for 
the name of the recipient. 

We note that of the twenty-one Past Grand Masters, all were present but 
three, and one of these is not a resident of the State. 

Grand Master WILHELM delivered a very full address, made longer by 
embodying in it various documents and correspondence. 

Of the . work of the year, he says: 
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"It is with great pleasure that I am enabled to say that the year just 
closi ng has been one of general prosperity. The membership bas increased, 
and the finances of the lodges are in a healthy condition, the number of de
linquent lodgeR being less than has been the case for many years past. 

" I have granted dispensations for the establishment of nine new lodges. 
In every instauce I required the petition to have ten or more names signed 
to it. Several petitions were received with only seven names attached; 
these I den·ied, and all but one succeeded in obtaining ten or more names 
and are now at work. I do not believe that a lodge with only seven mem
bers can conrluct its affairs properly, especially in the country, when the 
average attendance, after the first meeting, would be but four or five." 

He was obliged to announce that there bad been trouble in three lodges, 
and he had suspended the J\Iasters, arrested one charter, and cited one of 
the other lodges to appear and show cause why the charter should not be 
revoked. Aside from this be says the craft is to be congratulated for the 
reace and prosperity that have prevailed during the year. 

We regret to learn that Granrl Secretary GRANT was so ill on the first of 
J anuary, that he was unable to be installed, but we are exceedingly glad to 
learn that he had recovered by the eighteenth and was then in stalled , and 
we judge from his report that he has been in good health the rest of the 
year. 

They have one curious, and we think unique, provision in their law under 
which the term of the Grand Secretary begins on the first day of J anuary, 
although he is elected nearly three months before that. It probably 
results from some civil law, perhaps growing out of the Masonic Home, 
although this is merely a Yankee guess on our part. 

He bad rlenied several requests to circulate petitions for aid, most of which 
were in the form of "a chain of letters," and be holds that this, above all 
other plans, should be discountenanced. 

He says: 
"By the operation of the chain of letters system it is possible to penetrate 

every State and country on the globe, and it would be somewhat inr:onsist
ent for appeals for aid from Kentucky to circulate in other Grand Jurisdic
tions without the consent of the governing power in that territory. During 
the year past some of the Grand Officers have received inquiries concerning 
a chain of letters emanating from a source over which this Grand Lodge bas 
no control." 

We had supposed that that form of raising money had become pretty 
nearly extinct, but the Grand Master is clearly right. 

He announced a large number of decisions, many of them dependent upon 
local law but some of them new. Two of them relate to the Washington 
matter as follows: 

"In 1898 the Grand Lodge of Kentucky declared non-intercourse with the 
Grand Lodge of Washington on account of the action of the latter on Negro 
Masonry; th~.refore, no member of a Kentucky lodge can hold masonic 
com munication with any member or lodge subordinate to the Grand Lodge 
of the state of Washington, until the former relations are restored. ' 
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"A member of a lodge subordinate to the Grand Lodge of Washington 
desires to affiliate with a Kentucky lodge. It is held that he must first sever 
his connection with the Washington lodge, after which he petitions the 
Kentucky lodge, setting forth the facts iu the case as to hi~ previous mem
bership and the time and place at which he received the degrees and declar
ing to abide by the laws of this jurisdiction. Should the petitioner be elected 
the dimit from the Washington lodge should be destroyed by him. The 
di1nit does not come into the possession of the Kentucky lodge for the reason 
that under existing conditions Kentucky will not recognize it as a certificate 
from a regular masonic body. Should the petitioner have received the 
degrees in a Washington lodge since the severing of our relations with 
them, it would be necessary for him, upon his election to membPrship in 
a Kentucky lodge, to be healed in the manner prescribed in the Book of 
Constitution." 

The last part of this was not approved by the Grand Lodge. 

He had occasion to mak~ two very curious ones, although absolutely 
correct. The curious part of it is that any occasion for them should have 

arisen. Apparently the owner of the building in which a lodge met, at

tempted to prevent the admittance of some one to the lodge, and the Grand 

Master very properly decided as follows: 

"The owner of a building in which a lodge meets has no right to deny 
any one admittanca to the meetings of the lodge. That power is vested in 
the Master. 

"A lodge should at once vacate a building or room where the owner 
thereof undertakes in any way to interfere with the rights and privileges of 
either the lodge, its members, or visitors." 

The first part of the following comes very near the line of error: 

" A mason who refuses or intentionally fails to pay a just debt, when 
within his ability to do so, commits a masonic offence. The statute of lim
itation does not relieve the debtor from the moral obligation to pay the 
debt, if he be able to do so." 

The following in relation to fur.erals was announced: 

"There can be no joint funeral ceremonies. Other orders or societi~s 
first have their ceremonies. The masons then take charge as though no 
other organization was present, and our ceremonies do not end until the 
grave has been filled." 

Bro. PosrLE1'HWAITE, of Kansas, in his report very ably discusses this 

matter, and we almost regret that we did not copy his remarks in full. We 

do not see why a lodge cannot attend the funeral ?f a brother in its organized 

capacity as mourners, although it takes no part in the ceremony. If such 

is not the law, we think it ought to be, and this is substantially the position 

taken by our Kansas brother, 

We do not think any Wardens in Maine would give occasion for the fol

lowing decision: 
" A special meeting of a lodge, called and held without the knowledge 

and consent of the Master, while he is within the limits of the jurisdic
tion of the lodge, is not a lawful meeting. This also applies to a special 
meeting called in his absence for the deliberate purpose of trausacting busi-
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ness or conferring degrees when it is known to be contrary to the Master's 
wishes or judgment. The Grand Lodge holds the Master responsible for 
the welfare of the lodge, and there should be no conflict of authority." 

We commend the following to the attention of our ritualists: 

'' Can any part or section of either of the three degrees be conferred on more 
than one candi•l ate at one and the samP time, except the second section of 
the second degree? Answer-Yes. 

"The Grand Lodge is silent upon the question, and leaves it to the dis
cret ion of the Master in conferring the degrees, subject to the 'Ancient 
Landmarks.' In some lodges two or more receive the entire degree at one 
and the same time. The better plan, in my opinion, and which I have at all 
times observed, is to confer the first and second sections of the Entered Ap
prentice and Master Mason degrees and the first section of the Fellow 
Craft. degree upon only one candidate at a time, and then confer the third 
section of the Entered Apprentice degree, the second section of the Fellow 
Craft degree, or the third section of the Master Mason degree, as the case 
may be, upon all the cand idates of the meeting for those degrees .. " 

Of the confirmation of the minutes he says: 

"The minutes of a lodge is but a record of what transpires, and the ap
proval or confirmation thereof merely signifies that the Secretary has made 
a true r~cm·d. When the Master declared tile applicant rejected, the re
jection had occurred and was a fact. The subsequent confirmation of the 
minutes was but the placing of the official seal upon the written evidence of 
the fact and had no effect whatever upon the act itself." 

We wish the following could be the law not only in Kentucky, but every

where: 

"A number of surplus copies of the Book of Constitutions were printed 
several years ago, and in order to get the book into the hands of the brethren 
I authorized the Grand Secretary to reduce the price to one dollar per copy. 
Every member of a Kentucky 'Jodge should have a copy of the Book of Con
stitutions in his home in order that he may become familiar with the 
laws of this juridiction. Every Master at his installation pledges himself or 
is admonished to study the law, yet every brother who has been honored 
with the high office of Grand Master will readily testify to the fact that 
many Masters prefer to write to the Grand Master for information on sub
jects abundantly provided for in the Book of Constitution." 

The two cases in which Masters were suspended were for misconduct in 

their official capacities. 

A lodge was directed to file and try charges against a non-affiliated mason 

for unmasonic conduct of a serious character, or rather one of its former 

tnembers, but then under suspension. The lodge incurred quite a bill of 

expense in the trial-among them the pay of a stenographer, and requested 

that the Grand Master order the bill to be paid by the Grand Lodge; but he 
declined, when it adopted some resolutions, a copy of which was ordered to 

be sent to the Grand Master. One of them might be taken as a reflection 

upon him, or might be a reflection upon the law of the i,urisdiction as ex
pounded by him, but he brought it to the attention of the Grand Lodge as 

in tended to be a reflection upon his official action as Grand Master. 

APP, 7 G. L. 
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He gives the action of the Grand Lodge of Washington taken in June 

last; in relation to that, the following recommendation of the committee 

was adopted: 
' ·'Last year this Grand Lodge, after a very able discussion of the matter 

by the Grand Master and a most convincing a nJ elaborate report f rou1 a 
Special Committee, voted non-intercourse between this Grand Lodp;e, its 
subordinates and members, and the Grand Lodge of Wash ington, its Rubor
dinates and members, on account of the action taken by the Washington 
Grand Lodge as to Negro Masonry. Since that time the WaRbington Granct 
Lodge has taken new action on the snbject, the text of which was printed 
with the Grand Master's address. On read ing this paper we find reason to 
regret that the Grand Lodge of Washington felt impelled to make grave, 
but vague, charges against its alleged enemies, to couple its formal action 
with declarations of rather uncertain tenor, and generally to recede from 
its former action in a rather ungr>~.cious way. These, however, are matters 
of taste. The fact remains that the two objectionable resolutions recogniz
ing clandestine negro lodges and Grand Lodges were expressly repealed, 
and we, therefore, move the adoption of this resolution: 

"Resolved, That the resolution of non-intercourse with the Grand Lodge 
of Washington , its subordinates and members, adopted at the Annual Com
munication of this Grand Lodge in 18~18, he, and the same is herel:)y re
scinded." 

Bro. J. SouLE SmTH presented a very able report in relation to visitations 

of lodges, bnt the Grand Lodge declined to adopt it. In the conrse of it he 

says: 
"This Grand J,odge has, from its birth until now, consistently refused to 

adopt or permit any system of 'book work,' and the late College of Custo
dians emphatioally repudiated a proposition looking towa1·d that result. 
There is no authorized book containing the Kentucky work, and there neve·r 
was. Kentucky Masonry has not, and will not, set the seal of its appro
bation on any Judas Iscariot who has bartered his soul for thirty pieces of 
silver. Therefore the Masonic teacher must be one who can know the false 
work and reject it. 

"Then we are confronted with the fact that few such men exist--possibly 
there is not one in this jurisdiction. The same man is not often acc urate in 
business details, and philosophic in thought. The perfect Secretary is hardly 
ever an efficient Master. Different qualities of mind are needed in the two 
stations, and the masonic teacher must possess tbe faculties of both. He 
must be able to instruct in minute details; he must be able to elucidate 1 

the outgrowth of profonnd principles. No such man was e"ver known to 
the writer of this, nor does he live in hopes of ever seeing him." 

We have already made the same suggestion, and the craft may as well 

understand first as last, that if perfect work is to be required, that is, perfect 
according to the stanaard adopted i n advance, some a id to memory must be 

used, or the requirements never can be complied with. We believe tllat the 

present insistence upon giving precisely the same words every time the work 
is done, has led to a breach of masonic obligations and caused the ex istence 

of the evil which every one admits and deplores, but is powerless to remedy. 

We believe that ~very lodge officer should be required to com mit the work 

to memory, so as to give the work correctly in substance. We do not 

agree that a workman may substitute !lis own language for that of the ritual, 
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and undertake to convey in his own words the ideas of the ritual, but at 

the same time, we believe that if be gives it in substantially the regular 

form, it is sufficient, and i~ all that ought to be required. 

The question of honorary membership came up m1<'ler a decision of the 

Grand Master, "That honorary members are not vested with any of the 

rights and privilege~ of active members." This applied wholly to a person 

not an active member of a lodge. Of this kind of honorary members, the 
committee says: 

"The lodge may give an honorary member the privilege of the floor, but 
only when there is no objection to his presence by a regular member. 
As we see no reason why an honorary member may not be permitted to aLl·· 
dress the chair, when there is no objection, we th ink that decision eight may 
be misunderstood, but with this qualification we give it approval." 

Inasmuch as these privileges can be given, under the same circumstances, 

to anybody, it would seem that honorary membership, in that jurisdiction, 

is the mere compliment of an election, without any privileges going with it. 

Of the twenty-fourth decision, the committee well says: 

"Decision 24, which says that a failure to pay a just debt is a masonic 
offence, and that the statute of limitation does not relieve from the moral 
obi igation to pay, if able, is abstractly correct and in a line with a previous 
decision . But we cannot see that it furnishes any rule which can generally 
be practically useful for the guidance of the craft. The less a masonic lodge 
bas to do with controversies over the property rights of its members the 
better. Experience has shown that a masonic lodge is not an efficient tri
bunal for the trial of property rights between members. But how else can 
it be determined whether a member owes a just debt or whether he is able 
to pay it? Happy is the lodge that never has a masonic trial, but they are 
sometimes unavoidable. To undertake to extend them to rights of prop
erty, which can only be enforced by the laws of the land, is, we think, 
highly inexpedient. This does not prevAnt friendly arbitration of questions 
of d ifference between masons, which is often to be commended. As confirm
atory of this opinion, we refer to Regulation 532, which says along with 
other good reading, 'Keep out of the courts if you can, but don't take your 
law-suits into your lodges.'" 

The committee approved the action of the Grand Master in regard to the 

payment of a bill to the stenographer, before mentioned, holding that the 

Grand Lodge was not legally liable for the bill and that the equitable con
sideration was for the finance committee to determine. 

We note that the Grand Lodge had lost two Past Grand Masters during 

the year, HARVEY T. WILSON and REGINALD H. THO~IPSON, the former 

over eighty years of age, the latter but a little over sixty. 

Bro. THOMPSON was in the meridian of his usefulness to the craft and to 

humanity. The Kentucky Masonic Home owes much to him; in the office 

of Grand Master he won great credit. An exceedingly eamest man, with 

the full courage of his convictions, of sound judgment, and of almost intni

ti ve perception of right, he was a tower of strength to the craft. His death 
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will be lamented not only at home, but wherever the record of his acts shall 

be read. 
The Report on Correspondence (pages 148) was presented by Bro. JAMES 

W. STATON. We are exceeding glad to welcome back our brother to this 

branch of masonic service, especially as he confesses that the work suits 

him better than any other duty which he has ever been called upon to do 

in connection with Masonry. This is one reason why his reports are so 

valuable. When the writing of this report becomes a task and is performed 

from a sense of duty, it ·is certain that it lacks that interest which is .given 

to it, when it is written for the love of it. 
He returns to the alphabetical arrangement, saying that he is not an ad

mirer of the topical method. 

As heretofore, he prepares an abstract of the proceedings, with very few 

extracts . . Indeed, the number of extracts, leaving out edicts and resolu

tions, may be counted on one's fingers. The preparation of ~ncb a report 

involves a great deal of mental and manual labor, but evidently with him 
this kind of labor is a pleasure instead of a task. 

In one respect we shall not follow his example, for we shall quote his com

ments. The following from his review of Arizona, is in line with what we 

are saying a good I)lany times, and we commend it most earnest ly to the 

attention of the craft.: 

"It is strange that in these latter days so many Solomous (?) come to 1 he 
surface who imagine that the fathers did not know the teachings of Masonry, 
but that it has been reserved for these so-called great lights to instruct the 
latter day masons. Better stick to the old ways. They brought our fathers 
safely through, and they will land those of us in these latter days if we only 
stick to them. If we want to keep the stream pure we must not muddle 
the fountain." 

Referring to the charge that those who have criticised the action of the 

Grand Lodge of Washington have spoken too sharply, he well says: 

" The Grand Lodge of Kentucky is not in the habit of going behind the 
bush to speak honeyed words on so important a matter, involving the peace 
and harmony of the American Craft, and for what she has uttered on this 
subject we have no apologies to offer, and if 'more vigorous than elegant or 
fraternal,' our ouly apology for it is that the necessitie~ of the hour de
manded it. We believe in applying vigorous remedies to necessitous cases." 

Those to whom he replied do not seem to appreciate that our duties to 

Masonry are greater than our duties to any brother, and if a brother so far 

forgets himself as to wage war upon Masonry, he forfe its all claim to 

masonic consideration. 

Of the Wisconsin plan, the fo llowing brief extract shows his opi nion: 
"The lodge says it is ready to pay the amount authorized, but it had uot 

the ability to pay the excess. If the Colorado lodge exceeded th e specific 
amount authorized by the Arkansas lodge, it certainly has no moral or legal 
right to collect more than the amount authorized.'' 
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Of the non-payment of dues he well says: 

"The subject of non-payment of dues is one that is· hard to deal with. 
Dive rs measures all over the land have been suggested and adopted to hedge 
against the fearful inroad made on the body of the craft, growing out of 
suspension for non-payment of dues, and the best minds of the craft are 
puzzled to know how to adjust the subject for the greatest good. It has 
worried the brain of this writer to no little extent. A large portion of the 
dPlinquency of mem hers iu the payment of dues grows out of the negligence 
or carelessness of Secretaries of lodges in neglecting the collection of dues 
at stated periods. We make this decla ration because of personal experience 
and observation. This writer could give a rugged experience on this sub
ject if he hart the tim e. It is umch easier to pay $1 at stated periods than 
it is to allow dues to accumula te up to $5 to $25, and then have payment 
demanded. While members are not to be wholly excused from looking 
after this matter, yet Secreta ries are more guilty than the delinquents in 
failing to keep the members ad vised of then· indebtedness. " 

It is certain that in this case, an ounce of prevention is worth a good 

many pounds of cure, and if Secretaries would zealously attend to their 

dntiPS, the pract.ical resul ts would be very different. But as a rule the Sec

retaries are not blamable. The lodges have adopted the policy of expecting 

a brother to pay his dues of his own accord, at the meeting of the lodge. 

We have already remarked that the office of Secretary is a business office, 

and to have business done well there must be corresponding compensation; 

and we fully believe that if lodges would pay the Secretary a reasonable 
amonnt for collecting dues by personally calling upon the members, they 

would not only make money by collecting dues that otherwise would never 

be paid, but would save many membE>rs who a re now lost. 

Further referring to the Washington matter, and replying to Bro. CoxE, 

of Indian a, he well says in relation to the late Bro. THOMPSON: 

" lf Brothe:: Coxe had kt;own Brother Thompson as well as did this 
writer he would have known that his temper, so called, was only an earnest
ness in defence of a just cause. He was a warm defender of that which he 
conceived to be right, and as bitter in his rlenunciation of that which to him 
seemed to be wrong. That he was right in his views on the subject under 
notice this writer undertak es to say there was not a shadow of a doubt. 
When a great wrong is about to be foisted on the Fraternity, in which the 
peace and happiness of the Grand Lo<iges of America are to be greatly dis
turbed, there is no time to use honeyed words. Sharp, quick action is what 
is needeci in the premises, and in this the Grand Lod ge of Kentucky took 
the lead, and in this the distinguished Grand Master, who is accused of be
coming 'somewhat heated' in his discussion, and the committee who pre
sented the report upon which Grand Lodge acterl, and the Grand Lodge, 
which acted with perfect unanmity in the vote, have no apologies to offer 
whatever." 

In his conclus ion he says: 

" Perpetual jurisdiction over candidates is not settled yet, and there is 
little hope that the question will be settled. The Main e proposition has not 
received much encouragement. Neither side seems willing to compromise 
on five yearR, even." 

-------
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Our good brother has not observed what has been done, we think, so 
closely as we have. There were two propositions in volverl in the plan pro

posed by .our Gran<J. Lodge. First, that a rejection has the same effect 

everywhere, as it has in the jurisdiction in which it occurs. Second, that 

there should be a reasonable limit to the time in which that effect shall be 

in force, which our Grand Lodge fixed at five years, at the same time stat

ing that it would yield to any other length of time deemed reasonable, that 
sister Grand Lodges might see fit to adopt. Both propositions ha1·e been 

sanctioned by quite a number of Grand Lodges. Some have sanctioned the 

first who have not sanctioned the second. But one of the signs that the 

matter is making progress, is the fact that the proposition was adopted by 

the Grand Encampment of tbe United States at its last session, changing 
the time, however, from five years to three. 

It was expected, when the action was taken by our Grand Lodg~. , that the 
progress toward this end would be very slow. 

But every step taken was an advance, and once taken would never be re

tracted. In fact, the doctrine bas made more progress that we expected at 
the time the action of the Lodge of Maine was taken. 

LOUISIANA, 1900. 

The Grand Master, A. C. ALLEN, in hi~ address thus forcibly describes the 

duties of masons, and at the same time defines the object of the institution: 

"We should so act and teach its doctrines, not only here around our 
secret altars, but out on the by-paths and within the crowd ed centres of 
life, so that a doubting and a cynical world will be fo rced to ~now and ap
preciate its salutary power and utility-will welcome the light of its trutl•s 
as emanating from the heart of a great and potent school of casu istry, whose 
work is the uplifting of mankind, and whose everlasting strength is ' sup
ported by those two mighty pillars, morality and science '; a sy nthet ic philos
ophy whose craftsman, through all the centuries of its existence, have been 
assiduously engaged in the work of beautify ing, adorning and elevating 
human character; in building up hum an intellect and eth ics as far as human 
effort can, to that high standard set by the Supremest Excellence for the 
guidance of men. Masonry has always been an advocate of orde r ; whether 
in civil government, in society or in morals; and an inveterate enemy of 
disorder and vice in whatever guise they might present themselves. " 

We wish that this could be ·impressed upon the minds of every brother, 

and especially our teachers in masonry. 

He refers to the statement in his address of the year before, that Masonry, 

on account of financial distress and misfortune that had embarrassed the 

people of his jurisdiction, had not prospered apprec iab ly during the presP.nt 

year, and when he urged the brethren to assume add it ional financial responsi

bility, they accepted the task, and be now says: 
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"And right loyally have they responded with the fruits of their labor. 
The 'brighter era, ' then devoutly wished for, is dawning; the relief has 
cllme, and, I believe, come to stay, brought about by the individual efforts 
and sacrifice of the craftsmen of this jurisdiction alone. The numerical 
strength of the Order has increased remarkably over that of the year 1898; 
the bonded debt of this Grand Body has decreased far beyond our expec
tations; the subordinate lodges have been active and vigorous in their work, 
ami the spirit of Masonry among us has been given a new impetus indica
tive of larger and broader results for the future." 

This will be cause of great rejoicing everywher-e, and we congratulate our 

brethren of Louisiana most warmly, upon the manner in which they have 

met the cris is in the ir affa irs, that threatened almost the life of the Grand 
Lodge. 

He refers to the Centennial of Washington, and regrets very much that 

the brethren whom he had requested to attend, were unable to be present . 
'vVe join greatly in the regret, for we had hope(! that we might again mee t 

some of our brethren from that jurisdiction. 

In regard to the Washington matter, he quotes the resolutions that his 

Grand Lodge had adopted the year before, aud adds : 

"Since th e adoption of that resolution, the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge 
of Washington, at their last Grand Communication, proclaimed to the 
masonic worlct a prolix declaration of principles, which, for its obscurity 
anrl ev ident disingenuousness is, to say the least against it, remarkably 
unique. That Grand Uody had previously subscribed to the following doc
trine: That constituent lodges in its jurisdi ction are permitted to recognize 
as brother masons, negroes who can trace their origin to Prince Hall Lodge, 
No. 459. " 

• * * * * * * * * 
" Her last declaration, when fully analyzed and stripped of its becloud-

ing verbiage, shows that the Grand I-odge of Washington has not yet 
receded from her untenable position, but rather that she has taken an 
advanced stand in its support. 

" She has, it is true, specially repealed tile resolution recognizing spurious 
masons who trace their origin to Prince Hall Lodge, No. 459. Yet, in the 
same breath, she arrogates to herself, as I understand it, and to her subor
dinate lodges, the right alone to receive and fra ternize with persons claiming 
to be masons emanating from spurious lodges in other Grand Jurisdictions. 
Her words a re conclusive of this construction: 'Nor can this Grand Lodge 
consent to tolerate t he idea that her lodges do not possess the plenary rights 
to determine for themselves-but for no one else-subject to review by 
nobody but herself, the status of all persons, claiming to be masons, who 
knock at their doors, either for the purpose of visiting or as applicants for 
affiliation.' 

"The physical right to do this by the Grand Lodge of Washington cannot 
be questioned. She is a sovereign body. But when she declares to the 
(lrand Lodge of Louisiana that a spurious mason emanating from this State 
-who is no mason here-may be admiLted to fratemal relations with the 
masons of Washington at the mere dictum of her subordinate lodges, this 
Grand Lodge, in the exercise of that same sovereign power, should, in be
half of regular :\1asonry, and constituted authority, maintain the edicL of 
noi:· inLerconrse. 

"Your resolution commands the continuance of the edict 'as long as the 
G m ud Lodge of Washiugton recognizes spurious masons.' Her recent dec-
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laration gives the plenary right of judgment to her subordinate lodges. :For 
these reasons I have refused to attempt to r e-open fraternal relations with 
that Grand Body." 

The question of "Joint Occupancy" continued to be one " of nnabated 

worry and trouble" to the Grand Master, during the recess of the Orand 

Lodge. The Grand Lodge had expressed itself against it, but left the ques

tion in every case to be determined by thE> Grand ~Jaster according to cir

cumstances. 

Of the financial condition of the Grand Lodge he says: 

"The financial cond ition ·of this Grand Lodge, as shown by the reports of 
the Committee on Finance, not only places our in sti tution ·on a sound and 
solid basis, but is conclugive of the fact t!J at we have indeed passed beyond, 
and have triumphed over, the embarrassments that so seriously threatened 
us one year ago." 

This is justified by the fact that the floating debt of three thousand dollars 

had been paid during the year, and the bonded debt reduced almost thirteen 

thousand dollars. 

He answered the question wheLher the marriage of a Master Mason's 

daughter to a man not a mason, relieves the brethren from their obligation 

to aid her when in distress, as follows: 

"A Master Mason's daughter is· always a Master Mason's daughtE-r, 
when worthy. And when poor and distressed, she has a right to ask the 
protection of masons." 

He decided, and it was confirmed by the Grand Lodge, that a dimit when 

properly authenticated by the Grand Secretary of the jurisdiction in which 

it was granted and satisfactory evidence of the identity of the holder , con

stitute lawful masonic information. 

A case came before him in which an accepted candidate of one lodge ap

plied to another lodge and was admitted, and he de<lided that the man was 

a lawful member of the lodge in which he was made. The comm ittee com

ments sharply, however, upon the action of the last nam ed lodge, declaring 

that after election he remains the work of the lodge electing him , until it 

waived it. 

The Grand Master says : 
" When a year had elapsed after his election, he lost the privileges it had 

bestowed upon him. The lodge could not re- invest him with those privileges 
without requiring him to conform to all the rules aud delays which were 
necessary before his first application was considered .. 

Now if this is accurate, the law in that jurisdiction is the same as in 

Maine, with the exception of the length of time; and our Grand Lodge de

cided that when the time expires and the righ t gained by the election is lost, 

the whole effect of the election has terminated and he cnn apply to any 

other lodge without regard to it. 
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The report of tho Grand Secretary shows that his office had been a busy 

one during the year, and busy in a direction showing activity among the 

craft. 

We quote the whole of the part of the committee's report which refers to 

the Wash ington matter: 
"We regret to know that the Grand Lodge of Washington has notre

ceded from its objectionable position, but has rather re-affirmed it. The 
matter at issue was the declaration that a man made in a lodge proclaimed 
clandestin e by a Grand Lodge holding jurisdiction in the territory so in
vaded, was authorized by the Grand Lodge of Washington to be received as 
a lawful mason by a subordinate of said Grand Lodge. That in the case at 
issue the men were negroes, or that they hailed from lodges derived from 
Prince Hall Lodge, were but instances. The repeal of a resolution favor
able to them, or the adopt ion of another in place of it, declaring all lodges of 
Prince Hall obedience clandestine, would not meet the matter at issue. It 
would simply introduce the 'color line' and the question of race prejudice, 
and these issues the Grand Lodge of Louisiana has not and will not raise. 
The declaration of the Grand Lodge of Washington, substituting for its reso
lution in favor of two clandestine negroes, hailing the one from Ohio and 
the other from Florida, or from wherever else they came, a resolution 
author izing its subordinates to be the sole judges, subject only to an appeal 
to itself of the status of all persons claiming to be masons who knock at their 

.doors, is a declaration that they may, if they will, admit and fellowship with 
men claiming to be masons, who have been clandestinely made in a lodge 
planted, we will say, by the Grand Orient of France in the jurisdiction of 
the Grand Lodge of Louisiana, or in a lodge planted in New York or New 
J ersey by the Grand Lodge of Hamburg. We affirm that it is a fundamental 
principle of American 1\lasomy that the Grand Lodge of Louisiana bas ex
clusive jurisdiction in Symbolic Masomy in Louisiana, and that all lodges in 
said State claiming to be masonic, and not under her authority, are clandes
tine, and tha t the Grand Lodge of Washington cannot legitimatize them; 
that a threat to do so is unfraternal, violative of the principles of Masonry, 
and therefore can only be met by a refusal to fellowship with a Grand 
Lodge who so wander~ from those principles that are necessary to maintain 
its own proper masonic character. 

" W e most sincerely regret the action of the Grand Lodge of Washington, 
and are exceedingly sorry that they have cut themselves off from us, and 
the great body of masons, and trust that they will, before long, give us op-
portunity to again hail them as true masons." · 

The following resolution offered by them was adopted. 

" Resolved, That the opinion of the M. W. Grand Master that the time 
has not yet come for the resumption of fraternal intercourse with the Grand 
Lodge of Washington be adopted as that of this Grand Lodge." 

We question gravely the correctness of the position of the Louisiana com

mittee. As a lready stated, the suspension of masonic intercourse-a grave 

course to take-should only be decreed for overt a~ts, and that declarations, 
however erroneous as to what the Grand Lodge declares it has the power to 

do, and will do in the future, are not sufficient. 

We have no idea, as we have already stated, that those declarations are 

anything but a. sort of masonic fire-works, and that the Grand Lodge of 
Washington will never allow or justify the practical putting in operation of 
the declarations of that report. 
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In this connection the following is of importance, and touches upon one 

point made by our Washington brethren, to wit: That a subordinate lodge 
has the inherent right to admit any visitor whom it sees fit to admit, and 

that its determination of the question of his regularity as a mason is con

clusive,-a doctrine, so far as we have ever seen, for the first time broached 

by the Grand Lodge of Washington to sustain itself in this controversy: 

"In the matter of the resolution of R W. Brother Lambert, in re, the 
visiting of lodges of our obedience by men claiming to hail from lodges in 
Central and South Amerir.a, under Grand Lodges not recognized by this 
Grand Lodge, your committee report: Foreign relations mnst, of necessity, 
be controlled in this jurisdiction solely by the Grand Lodge. I t is a matter 
pertaining to her sovereignty, which she has not, and cannot, delegate to her 
constituents. Such rights, even in federal governments of the most limited 
kind , cannot be exercised save by snch fed eral authority. A lodge should 
not admit to its proceedings any vis itor hailing from a lodge under a juris
diction not in fraternal intercourse with this Grand Lodge. Let it be under· 
stood that the Grand Lodge of Louisiana desires to fellowship with all legiti
mate Grand Bodies everywhere, who hold to the fundamental principles of 
Freemasonry, and will gladly do so. But let it be equally understood that 
there are bodies of clandestine masons. This Grand Lodge is ready care
fully to consider the claims to legitimacy of any, or all , -of the Grand Bodies 
of Central and South America, or elsewhere, with whom we are not now in 
fraternal intercourse, and will gladly do so. But if they desire recognition, · 
we take it that propriety requires that they s!wuld first ask it. We consider 
the proposed regulation highly expedient, in ordP r that lodges may be put 
on their guard, and come to appreciate the fact that not they, but this 
Grand Lodge alone, is the judge of the legitimacy of fore ign Grand Bodies. " 

There is no Report on Correspondence, but a resolution was adopted re

questing the preparation of one for next year. 

MANITOBA, 1899. 

As usual, the Grand Lodge was welcomed by the officers of the town in 

which it met, and by a deputation from the l0dges which waited upon the 

Grand Lodge, and the Grand Master suitably acknowledged the compliment. 

The Grand Master, GEORGE B. MuRPnY, delivered a brief address, in 
which he gives a succinct account of his offic ial acts. He had granted dis

pensations for four new lodges and rendered a few decisions. One was to 

the effect tlutt an appl icant for the degrees of Masonry is not debarred from 

admission to the craft, who has lost his lef t hand; in another case, he held 

that he is debarred if he has lost a foot. He hftd granted several dispensa

tions; among th em to lodges to hold meetings, pending the issue of a new 
charter, the original having been destroyed by fire. 

He states that harmony had prevailed throughout the juris!liction, on ly 

one complaint having been made during the year. 

Of the condition of the craft, he says: 
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"It is a special piPasure for me to note the fact that Freemasonry is in a 
prosperous condition in this jurisdiction. Judging from the reports of the 
District Deputy Grand Masters which have reached me, an increase of mem
bership is to be observed, and the lodges, as a whole, are well attended and 
the work carefully performed. I observe also in the notices of meetings 
sent me by the Secretaries of the subordinate lodges, that a goodly number 
are petitioning for the degrees of Masonry. This indicates that we have an 
era of prosperity before us. " 

He states that the constant flow of immigration into that province, from 

all parts of the world , brings a large number of masons who are taking up 
t11eir residence there. Many of them are non-affiliated, having taken their 

d1mits before they left home. He recommends that efforts be made to in-

. duce all worthy masons to join the lodge, and in that connection he suggests, 
that those lodges which have an affiliation fee, of which he states there are 

a number, should abolish it. 

He recommends that a Grand Lecturer be appointed, as soon as the cir

cumstances of the Grand Lodge will allow it. 
The Deputy Grand Master reports the visitations of five lodges, accom

panied by some of the Grand Officers; he does not go into details, but be

lieves the visitations had a very good effect, and he remarks that there seems 

to be a concensus of. opinion, that there should be but one ritual. 
The District Deputies report more in detail, and as a whole report the 

lodges in a very good condition. One of them Parnestly recommends that a 

library be established in each district, to which each lodge should contribute, 
and the works be circulated among the lodges. 

The Grand Secretary reports the organization of five lodges, u. o. 
He gives in detail an account of the dispensations which bad been issued, 

and gives other particulars of interest to the Grand Lodge. 

The Librarian's report shows a handsome increase in the library and the 
maintenance of a reading-room in connection with it. The Library com

mittee was instructed to issue a catalogue of the masonic books in the Grand 

Lodge Library, and to make such arrangements that members of the subor

dinate lodges, with the permission of the W. Master, may obtain books from 

it. 
We note that one of the lodges for wh ich a dispensation was granted, was 

in the district of Yukon. The Grand Master bad had correspondence with 

the Grand Master of British Columbia, as to which Graud Lodge should 

have jurisdiction, and the ·Committee on Jurisprudence came to the conclu

sion that the Grand Lodge of Manitoba has not special jurisdiction over 

Yukon, but that it is what is commonly known as" unoccupied territory." 
There was no report from district number Six, and the committee thus 

explains: 

"There is no report from Battleford. There is darkness in the 'black 
North.' The 'grim reaper' has brooded over District Number 6, and cut 
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clown the goodly tree. The brave, genial, whole-hearted soldier and mason, 
R. W. Bro. John Cotton, D. D . G. M. of that district, is no more. His 
work was finished, and it was in very truth finished , ~ nd he was called . 
As a soldier Major Cotton was known over the whole North-west t erritories 
ancl throughout Manitoba as a brave, intelligent officer; as a citizen he was 
loved and respected as a sterling, stmightforward , honorable, upright man, 
and as a mason it is requ isite only to point to his standing in Grand Lodge. 
To his widow, the daughter of the late M. W. Bro. Honorable Thomas 
White, Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Canada, your commit
tee offer their most respectful sy mpa thy. " 

The Grand Lodge declined to recognize the Gmnd Orient of Belgium, on 

the ground that the treaty between the Supreme Council and itself may be 

abrogated on giving six months' notice. By its abrogation the Supreme 
Council would undertake to exercise complete control over a ll lodges in that 

country. As the treaty has been in force since 1880, we are decidedly of 

the opinion that if the Supreme Counc il should abrogate it, it would be im

possible for it to obtain control over the lorlges, or affect the interests of the 

Grand Orient. We are also assured by the representati ve of the Grand 

Orient of Belgium at the Washington Centennial Exercises, that the Supreme 

Council regarrled the six months' clause as f unctus officio, and that time 
has already demonstrated that there was no occasion for the insertion of 

that arti cle in the treaty. 

lu relation to the Washington matter the following was adopted: 

"Your committee has had under consideration the action of the Grana 
Lodge of Washington, in recogn izing as masons two negroes claiming to 
hold masonic standing from the Prince Hall Lodge, of Massachusetts. 

"While in no manner or degree recognizing any ' color line ' in :Free
masonry, your committee canuot but feel that in this matter the Grand 
Lodge of Washington has done serious wrong. 

"The Prince Hall Longe origina lly held a charter from the Grand Lodge 
of England. Even in its first constitution there is serious question whether 
the Grand Lodge of England had any right to const itute a lodge in what had 
then 'become a foreign jurisd iction. However that may be, the Prince Hall 
Lodge became practically exti nct, thus losing any r ights it may have ac
quired by its origin al constitution. Upon its revival, an application for rec
ognition was made to the Grand Lodge of England, and this communica
tion was never replied to. The Prince Hall Lodge, from which a number 
of negro lodges hold, had then no valid masonic existence, and as such, all 
holding from it must be treated as clandest in e masons. 

" While we would not ad vise so severe a measure as the withdrawal of 
masonic recognition from our sister Grand Lodge of Washington your com
mittee wonld recommend that its finding on this matter- if Buch commend 
itself to Grand Lodge-be communicated to the Grand Lodge of Washing
ton, leaving until the next annual communication of the Grand Lodge any 
furth er action that may seem to be necessitated by the course of the Grand 
Lodge of Washington during the next year." 

Relations were revived with the Grand Lodge of Peru; and a resolution 

was adopted that if application should be received for affiliation, or should 

visitors present themselves, from any jurisdiction which bas not been recog

nized by the Grand Lodge, no action should be taken until the case is sub-
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mitted to the Grand Master. This last provision has a! ways beRn regard ed 

as Jaw until the oppos ite was suggested by the Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge of Wash ington. 

Rul es were adopted in rela tion to thE- use of the Grand Lodge libra ry. 

One of them provides. that a numbe1· of works of practical utility on 

Masonry be distributed to each District Deputy Gran<.! Maste r, to be de

livered by him to his successor in offi ce . 

A large amount of routine business was transacted , but none of it of ge n

eral interest. 

There was no Report on Correspondence. 

MARYLAND, 1899. 

The proceedings of the May and November com munications are in the 

same pamphlet. The business in the May communication was entirely of 
a routine characte r. 

A brother, who occupied the old Masonic lbll, in excavating in the cellar, 

found a gavel, which he presented to the Grand Lodge, who turned it over to 

the Veteran Associat ion. 

At the annual communication, the Grand Master, THOMAS J. SHRYOCK, in 
a brief address, says that harmony prevails, anfl that the fraternity was 

never more prosperous than now, a nd that they were at peace with the 

Grand Lodges of the world . 

He congratulates the Grand Lodge that at its suggestion, the Grand Lodge 

of Washir.gton had resci nded its resolutions, and he trusted that that closed 
the incident in the United States, and that peace and harmony will once 

more prevail. 

}'rom what we have already saicl, it will be seen that our M. W. Brother's 
hopes a re not likely to be realized at present. 

While be had performed a large number of routine acts, none are of gen

era l interest. 
Two sets of Bro. ScHULTz's history were ordered to be sent to the State 

Libra rian, application hav ing been made for a copy. 

The brethen of Iowa, at a very early day, under the lead of Bro. P AR VIN , 

appreciated the importance of placing their Proceedings in public libraries , 

bnt with few exceptions, we think th e importance of this is not sufficiently 

appreciated in most other jurisdictions. In our Maine State Library, there 

is quite a collection of masonic works, due very largely to t he exertions of 

individual brethren. 

A large committee was appointed to attend the Washington Centen nial 

E xercises, and we are very glad to say that we enjoyed the grea t pleasure 
of meetiug there many of our Maryland brethren. 
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The Report on Correspondence (pp. l14) was aga in presented by ou r 

beloved brother, EDwARD T. ScHULTZ. 

He had expected, owing to the entire loss of his eyesight, to resign from 

the committee, but the Grand Master declined to accept his resignation, in 
which he was endorsed by the unanimous vote of the Grand Lodge, and Bro. 

Sen u LTZ therefore, with the a id of a reader and an a manuensis, had proceeded 

with the.duty ; he presents ns with another of his old time reports, save that 

there is less of discussion in them. He does not favor topical reports, 

because they are very apt to become essays upon various subjects, and do 

not fulfill the original object of these com mittees, whose duties, as he under

stands them, a re to review the transactions of other Grand Lodges, and 

commend such as, in their opinion, are conformable to the regulations, land

marks and usages of the fmternity, and t o criticise such laws as may be 
deemed at variance therewith. 

This is indeed a true view, and such a report is of much more interest to 

the craft generally, than the topical r eports can be. 

He believes that the Wash ington in cident may be considered closed, so 

that he omits mention of it in the review of the ir Grand Lodge; but under 

the head of Washington he gives, somewhat at length, the action of that 

Grand Lodge. After giving this action, he comments upon it as follows: 

"While the Grand Lodge of Washington has complied with request of 
the Grand Lodge of Mary land, and the other Grand Lodges named to rescind 
what we regard as obnoxious legisla tion, the tone of some parts of the fore
going derlaration is not to be commended. On the con tra ry , in the opinion 
of your committee, some of the declara tions a re a lmost as objectiona ble as 
the resolutions repealbd; but the Grand Lodge of Washington hav ing com
plied with the request of the Grand Lodge of Maryland to reconsider its leg
islation, the incident so far as we are concerned may be considered closed. " 

Heferring to the Washingt on Report on Correspondence, he says: 

' ' It is to be regretted that the temper in which these subjects are t reated 
by both authors is not likely to promote harmony or heal the breach 
ex isting between the Gra.nd Lodge of Wash ington and its s ister lodges." 

We greatly rejoice that our brother is thus abl e, although at great disad

vantage, to continue in this work, and we hope that he may be able, as he 

becomes wonted to the situation, to com ment with h is usual ab ility. 

An appendix is devoted to. the Centennial Anniversary of the death of 

G1WRGE WASHINGTON. A circular had been sent out to the lodges, directing 

them to assemble in public or in private, and commemorate the occasion. 
Washington's Farewell Address was published, together wi th an exceed ing

ly interesting paper by EDWARD T. Scnuurz, in titl ed " Washington as a Free 

Mason. " The lodges in Raltimore assembled in the Temple, where a 

brother read Washington's Farewell Address. Bro. GEoRG~; SA VAG ~; deliv

ered an address and also ~:ead Bro. ScHULTz's paper, and Bros. JonN M. 
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CARTEit and ALFHIW J. CAI<R made brief addresses; brief reports of th e 

observances of the occasion by other lodges throughout th e State are also 
given. 

Tile observances of the day were really a wonderful success, and we have 

no doubt that good will result from the obser vances, both in the promot ion 

of patriotism and interest in Freemasonry. 

MICHIGAN, 1900. 

The frontispiece is a portrait of the ret iring Grand Master , F!tAN K T. 
LODGI<:. 

The Grand Lodge met at high twelve, in D etroit, and was welcomed by 
the Mayor and a representative of the Detroit lodges. The Grand Lodge 

was t.hen opened, vacancies in committees fi lled, and then called off until 

2:~0 in the aftem oon. At that time, a delegation representing the Grand 

Lodge of Canada, including the Grand Master, Ueputy Grand Master and 

Grand SPcretary, were received and welcomed, and Grand Master MALONE, 

of Canada, replied, and concluded by presenting to the Grand Lodge a 
beautiful loving cup lined with gold, from the visiting delegation. The 

Grand Master responded, and others of the Canad ian brethren spoke briefly, 

but with fervor and eloquence. 
The" Roll of Honor" was then called; it includes the l'ast Grand ;\'[asters 

wLo had prev iously died. At this point the Grand Master called up the 

Grand Lodge, and macle offic ial announcement of the death of Past Grand 

Master JonN S. C~toss and delivered an eulogy. 

The Grand Secretary t hen pi'Oceeded to call the roll, after which the 

Grand Master delivered his address, and the Grand Secretary and Treasurer 

made t heir reports, and some other rout ine business was transacted, when 

the Grand Lod ge called off until the next morning. 

The reports conta in nearly one hundred and twenty-five pages. We 

"gness ' .' that they were presented in print and not all read, for if they were 

it must have been at a late hour when the Grand Lodge called off. 

We give all this in order that our brethren may see how affairs are man

aged in this Grand Lodge, and with a view of their determination whether 

we can find any suggestions to make in improvement in the opening of our 
own Grand Lodge. 

Grand Master LoDGE delivered a very long address, but apparently no 
longer than the very large number of lodges and the large amount of busi

ness incident thereto, made necessary. He welcomed the Grand Lodge to 

Detroit, and speaks of Detro'it so eloq nently as to almost make oven a man 

from Maine willing to live therel His address otherwise, is of a very prac-
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tica-l character, and we quote the following as applicable here in Maine ac

cording to the statement of our Finance Committee: 

"I think that it will not be out of place for me to remind the delegates 
that they are here in a representative capacity and that they have been sent 
here for a specific purpose. Their mileage and per diem is paid by Grand 
Lodge, and Grand Lodge is entitled to thei r time and services until the session 
is closed. We VI" ant the benefit of the best thought of every one of you , breth
ren . We want you here during the whole of the session , from the time that 
the sesgion is first opened, until the time when the officers are installed . Jt 
is too common a practice for illfl delegates to begin to scatter to their homes 
as soon as the election is over, and before the officers are installed, so that, 
many times, if a call for a quorum should have been mad e, it would have 
been found that the officers bad been installed in the absence of a constitu
tional quorum." 

This evil undoubtedly prevails in all Grand Lodges, and while some are 
of the opinion that the wisest course is to take no notice of it, there is a be

lief on the part of many, and among them we include our Finance Com

mittee, that mileage and per diem should be paid only to those who come to 

the Grand Lodge and stay there during the session, or else of abandoning 
the system of paying anything. It is a fact that in the half day in which 

the most important business of our Grand Lodge (beyond the election of 

Grand Officers) is transacted, the number of representatives of lodges has 

been smaller than at any other time during the session. 

Grand Master LoDGE says that be brings the record of a peaceful, pleas

ant and prosperous year, and gives a statement showing a growth of that 

Grand Lodge until it has become fifth in the number of its membership. He 

gives some statistics, also, in relation to lodge rooms. He says that one h.un

dred and fifty-nine lodges occupy rooms which are owned by themselves 

alone or in connection with other Masonic Bodies. Many of them are in 

debt on account of their hall, but the largest debt is on the Detroit Temple . . 

The Grand Master refers to the legislation of the last Grand Lodge, re
quiring non-affiliates to join some lodge before February first, 1900, and to 

the certificates given to those who would withdraw, containing a provision 

tha t they would no longer be entitled to the ben efits of Freemasonry, and 

he adds: 
"In con nection with this legislation, the question has arisen in m.v mind 

as to the proper metl;wd of punishing those non-affiliates who, afte r due 
notice, fail to obey the requirements of Grand Lodge by neglecting to peti·· 
tion some lodge for affiliation. The provision referred to prov id es that, 
after the first day of February, A. D. 1900, those non-affi lia te brothers who 
have failed to petition some lodge for affiliation shall, by virtue of that fact, 
stand suspended from the benefits of Masonry. This I believe contrary to 
the genius and spirit of Freemasonry. The laws of every civilized country 
provide that no man shall be deprived of his rights without due process of 
law,-his 'Day in Court, ' so-called. How much more, then, should 
Masonry, whose proud boast is that it dispenses ever.-handed justice, afford 
every one of its members an opportunity to make his defence before sum 
marily severing fraternal relations with him. In my opinion, the legislation 
already adopted should be rencered effective by providing for giving proper 
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notice to all voluntary non-affiliates on the filing of charges against the of
fenders, making it the duty of some one to prefer the charges, etc., duly 
defining the tribunal where those charges shall be brought to trial." 

He is right, but he has neglected the most important part of it. He ought 
to have gone further, and called the attention of his brethren to the fact that 
this legislation is utterly at variance with the landmarks of Freemasonry, 
and such legislation as no Grand Lodge has the rightful power to adopt. 
Under the landmarks of Freemasonry, a man has the right to be a non- affil
iate if he chooses, and the only penalty is that he loses the right to partici
pate in the privileges growing out of the lodge organization. We do not 
believe that any brother, claimed to be suspended from the benefits of 
Masonry by this self-acting law, loses any rights, save in Michigan and such 
other jurisdictions as have adopted the same laws; and we believe, more
over, if the suggestion of the Grand Master is carried out, and they 
actually try a brother for being non-affiliated, and suspend him, and the 
brother goes into another jurisdiction, that no Grand Lodge in the country 
will give the least effect to such unlawful proceedings. 

It has come to 1:\e that the non-payment of dues is estimated, in many 
jurisdictions, to be the worst crime that a mason can commit, and he is pun
ished more severely than for gross breach of the moral law. llut this pro
vision out-Herods Herod. However, we presume the craze must have its 
run, although we are very glad to notice that a reaction has already begun 
to set in. 

The Grand Master discusses somewhat the adverse ballot and objection to 
advancement, and he sustains very strongly the right of every member 
to do so, on the ground that it prevents the injection into the lodge of an 
objectionable brother, thereby causing discord. Of the proper course to 
take, he says: 

' 'In my own lodge, I have never had any trouble in obtaining a frank and 
open discussion of the merits of a candidate and haying an objection to him 
opet~y stated, but it has always been accomplished by my stating frankly 
that my feeling~ would not be hurt if the candidate was not adm itted, nor 
would I become angry at hearing any objections which should be urged 
agai nst hint. In many cases, I have myself stated the objections in the 
strongest manner possible, although the candidate bad been proposed by 
myself. In the case of a really good candidate, there is always a satisfac
tory answer to these objections; and, after stating the objections, I would 
proceed to answer them, the result being either that I was satisfied that my 
candidate ought not to be admitted or the objecting brother was satisfied 
that his objection ought not to be made. This is the only masonic way to 
handle such matter. It is tho only way in which perfect harmony can be 
preserved in our institution. It is the broad-minded, liberal spirit which 
our fraternity inculcates; and, if pursued in the lodges, it will, in the course 
of a few years, go a long way towards preventing the casting of an unfavor
able ballot from unworthy motives." 

In former times this was allowed, but in later days it has been deemed an 
APP. 8 G. L. 
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infringement on the rights of members, and in most jurisdictions this course 
would not be allowed. 

This change in the practice has grown out of the fact that the proceedings in 
the lodge have not been kept as lodge secrets, but the parties disappoint ed 
have made them known to outsiders, and strife has aritien to some extent in 
the lorlges, but at the same time a careful observance of the results, leads us 
to believe that it would be better to return to the old way, and then punish 
severely any brother who should reveal out of the lorlge, what had taken 
place there. 

He urges upon Masters that they shoultl cause the Constitution ard Regu
lations to be read, not all at once, but a part at every meeting. In this con
nection, he says: 

"The crying neerl of Masonry, to-day, is, fewer hopper-made masons 
ground out of a degree factory, and more intelligent, earnest, loyal masons, 
who are thoroughly ocquainted with the principles of our ritual and juris
prudence and imbued with that love of it which greater knowledge always 
brings." 

He gives a long list of official acts performed by himself or by a Deputy 
and an account of his visits, which we have not time to note in detail, and 
he had been compelled to cancel several engagements on account of serious 
illness. 

He announced that he had renewed the commission of M. W . Bro. FEs
SENDEN I . DAY, as representative near the Grand Lodge of Maine, and in 
this connection he reflects with some earnestness . upon the failure of Gra.ud 
Representatives to attend the session of the Grand Lodge, and he had 
caused the Secretary to notify all the Grand Representatives to be pres
ent at that session, and he states that a very large number of them were, 
anrl he expected to call upon them to make some statements in relation to 
the jurisdiction which they represented. 

It had been suggested to him that this would save the necessity of a Report 
on Correspondence, but in relayon to this he says: 

"On reflection, however, yam inclined to doubt the advisability ~f the 
course. We do not yet know whether the custom of having verbal reports 
from all of the Grand Representatives will be faithfully observtd each year. 
The practice of printing the correspondence reports, and thus giving to all 
who wish to read them a synaptical view of the progress of the fraternity 
throughout the world is so _universally observed as to be almost a part of 
the interstate and international .comity of the craft. A great many of our 
own 42,000 masons read these reports with interest. By our action at last 
session, we provided agaiust an abuse of the system by liuliting this report to 
100 pages of the Proceedings, and I believe that, thus limited, it is amply 
worth the small amount it costs." 

He thinks, however, the regulation arlopted the year before, limiting the 
report to oue hundred pages, would be ample to provide against an abuse of 
the system. One thing is certain, he never wrote such a report or he would 
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never have made such a statement, and we thi.nk that the report this year 
will prove to him that this legislation was very unwise. 

He gives a very interesting account of the proceedings at the Washington 
Memorial Anniversary. 

He announces a number of decisions, aud discusses many of them at con
siderable length. 

The following question had been submitted to him: 
"I want to publish and sell a masonic directGry co·ntaining a list of all the 

masons in the city, their occupations, business and house addresses, home 
and business telephone numbers, a classified business .directory and advertis
ing cards of masons, charging a reasonable price therefor. Can I legally 
and properly do so." 

He treats it at some length; the substance will be understood from the 
following: 

"I believe that the time has come to stop this sort of Masonry and put an 
extinguisher upon this sort of masons, although it may cause us some trouble 
to do it. A foul atmosphere is never cleared, however, except by a thunder 
storm and the crash of the elements; but, if we ever get it done, our frater-
nity will be much stronger than it is now." · 

A not her question related to the publication of printed bulletins issued by 
the different lodges, containing announcement of the fact that candidates 
named therein would be voted for at certain meetings, the date of which 
would be given. We have heretofore expressed our decided opinion that 
eve n publishing the names of candidates for admission to the lodges upon 
the notices of the meetings, is a violation of masonic law, and contrary to 
the ancient usages of the craft. 

The matter involved in thiH question shows the natural result of break
ing over the old rule to any extent. 

He states his own views as being against this method of publishing the 
secrets of ·Freemasonry, but in consequence of some prior decisions he sub
ll,l.itted the question to the Grand Lodge, having requested the officers of the 
lodges not to make such publication until it should have been acted upon by 
the Grand Lodge. 

He decided that the recent legislation in relation to dimits does not apply 
to members who come from, or desire to affiliate in, other jurisdictions. 

li e decided that a ball cannot be occupied for masonic purposes until it 
has been dedicated. This is carrying the doctrine of dedication to an ex
tent which would have made our fathers open their eyes to their widest ex
tent in wonder and surprise. 

The pastor of a church being erected wanted to have the corner-stone laid 
by a lady member of the church, with the assistance of the fraternity, the 
lady really taking the place of the Grauel Master. Of course he decided 
that it could not be done. 

He decided that a dimit issued by a clandestine lodge, ancl put in the pos-
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session of the lodge for the purpose of an application for affiliation, must 
of course be returned to the party who depositfld it. 

He deciden that if it is found impossible to conclude a trial in one evening, 
the matter may be continued to some other time and taken up again at that 
time, but that all the members of the lodge should be notified. Under the 
law, the last part would not be necessary, for the adjourned meetiug would 
be a continuance of the first meeting, of which every member has had the 
notice required by the by-laws. 

There are others of the decisions which we would like to notice, some 
new, but still so unlikely to arise in our jurisdiction that we pass them over. 

He discusses to quite an extent also, the question of physical qualifica
tions, saying that under their law he is forced to the conclusion that "No 
person who is not physically perfect in his limbs, members and senses is 
eligible to receive the dPgrees in that jurisdiction as the law now exists." 
Yet we have a very strong recollection of meeting brethren from Michigan, 
who were obliged to wear spectacles before they were admitted to the insti

tution. 
No provision having been made for a place to keep the library, no addi

tions had been made during the year, except the Proceedings received from 
sister Grand Lodges, and the Grand Secretary recommends that an appro
priation be made to bind them. 

The condition of the lodges is reported to be a very prosperous one, the 
addition to the membership being the largest that had been .made for several 

years. 
It seems that certain "colored masons," so called, presented a petition 

the year before asking recognition. The committee report upon it, taking 

up the allegations in the petition, and considering them from a historical 
stannpoint, and come to the following conclusion: 

"1. The questions now presented to Grand Lodge were fully settled by 
Grand Lodge in 1874, and we see no reason for repealing or altering the 
same. 

"2. Petitioners state in substance that they are members of lodges work
ing under the jnrisdiction of Michigan Grand Lodge (colored) which was 
established in this city in 1872. 

"Your committee offer the following resolutions: 
"1. Resolved, That the legislation of Granrl Lodge in 1874 and in 1882, 

be and the same is hereby re-affirmed. 
"2. Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioners for recoguit10n by this 

Grand Lodge, for the reasons above stated, be and the same is hereby de
nied." 

The same committee also submitted a brief report in relation to the Wash
ington matter-brief, because they understood that the objectionable legis
lation had then been rescinded. We cannot help saying, however, that the 
last paragraph of the report seems to us to treat the recognilion of clandes
tine masons ann clandestine lodges as altogether too slight an affair. 
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The Grand Lodge, upon the report of the Committee on Jurisprudence, 
approved the decision of the Grand Master in relation to publishing the 
names of applicants in a builetin. 

In regard to his recommendation or decision as to attending divine service, 
.the committee say: 

"We do not wish to discourage attendance upon divine services, but such 
service is not a masonic service. As lodges we have no rig!:-' to sanction 
that which we cannot compel observance of. Each member has an absolute 
right to his own views as to what are and what are not religious or divine 
services; and the majority of the members of a lodge have no right to deter~ 
mine that question for him." 

While agreeing with the Grand Master in his decision, in regard to a case 
of discipline, the committee say further: 

" While the decision of the Grand Master is undoubtedly sound, yet your 
committee think it is advisable in all such cases to await the determination 
of the suit in the civil court, for the reason that action in the lodge might 
prejudice the defence in the trial of the criminal case in the civil court, and 
undoubtedly would influence a jury prejudiced to him, and this, although 
the two tribunals are independent of each other." 

We think that this is stated too positively. Iu this State it was decided 
that the matter is within the sound discretion of the lodge, or, upon appeal, 
for the Grand Master to decide. We do not think the reason given by the 
committee is a sufficient one, especially in these days, when trials in court 
are so prolonged, as they are in most jurisdictions. 

It was also decidPd that when the Grand Master constitutes a lodge, dedi
cates a masonic hall, or lays a corner-stone, it is not a session of the Grand 
Lodge, although the Grand Master may call to his assistance for any of 
these purposes, any members of the Grand Lodge, or any of the brethren. 
This decision is contrary to the practice of every other Grand Lodge so far 
as we have observed, except one-Pennsylvania-and. in that jurisdiction 
the ceremonies are not performed by the Grand Lodge at all. 

The following resolution, adopted in 1898, was re-affirmed : 
"Resolved, That. this Grand Lodge frowns upon the sending out of letters, 

circulars or solicitations for support from delegates for any elective office in 
this Grand Body. 

"That it is highly improper for a candidate in hopes of strengthening his 
canvass to open headquarters in true political style. 

"That the delegates should write the ir own ballots for their choice on the 
slips which are passed by the tellers. 

"That the purpose of the ballot is to give every delegate a perfect free, 
private and uninfluenced expression for an honor which will then be worthi ly 
bestowed." · 

In addition the following resolution was adopted: 

"Resolved, That any constituent lodge of this Grand Jurisdiction wishing 
to present the name of a brother for any office in this Grand Body, shall 
make its request known to the Grand Secretary, through its Secretary, and 
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under its seal, and that the names of candidates thus received shall be pre
sented by the Grand Secretary to the Grand Lodge a t its annual communi
cation. " 

The majority ()f the committee reported in favor of the approval of the 

decision of the Grand Master in relation to physical qualifications. One 

member of the committee dissented and presented a minority report, which 
was adopted, making the test the following: 

"Neither shall a lodge confer any degree upon a candidate who is phys
ically incapable of receiving and communicating, masonically and perfectly, 
all that is required by the ritual and work of the several degrees." 

This conforms substantially to the law as it exists in Maine, and really in 

most other jurisciictions. 

At the previous session of the Grand Lodge the request of the Gran Dieta 

of Mexico was referred to a committee, which presented its report at this 
session . It is over twenty pages in length, so we cannot give it in full nor 

even notice all the points in it. 

To say that we are disappointed in the character of this report is pntting 

it very mildly, although we anticipated that the conclusion would be against 

recognition. 

One of the reasons given in the early part of the report is that a man from 

Michigan, "respected and esteemed" at home, hav ing but one arm, went 

to Mexico and received the three symbolic degrees in a lodge under the 

Gran Dieta. 

The committee, evidently anticipating the niply to this, at once adm it 
that their Grand Lodge continues to maintain masonic relations with the 

Grand Lodge of Scotland, which sanctions the "ery same thing, and one of 

whose lodges had conferred the degrees on a one-armed man from Michigan, 

without the consent of the lodge in whose jurisdiction he res ided, and yet 

the committee say that he "is a brother beloved, whom we are proud to 

hail as a mason." 

But they say: 
"But this Grand Body will bear in mind, in the present conn ection, that 

when fraternal relations were asked by this Grand Lodge with the Grand 
Lodge of Scotland, and full acceptance was by ns had and held of all and 
every feature constituting the rules, edicts, methods and workings of the 
Grand Lodge of Scotland, and all such forms, customs and methods by them 
followed and observed were by us received and accepted without reservat ion 
on the part of this Grand Jurisdiction and have so since remained intact." 

In other words, the Grand Lodge of Michigan is willing that the powerful 

Grand Lodge of Scotland shall do this, but in the case of the Gran Dieta, 
struggling for existence, such practice is a mor tal offence! The committee, 

by their argument, admit that th eir reason is not a masonic one but one 

growing out of policy. 

We in Maine put the Grand Lodge of Scotland on the same plane that we 
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do all other Grand Lodges: if they make masons of parties residing in Maine, 
without the proper consent, such parties will not be recognized by us as 
masons : but we do not deem such practice sufficient cause for refusing. 
masonic recognition to the bodies themselves. 

The committee also give as a reason for their conchtsion, that the Grand 
Dieta recognizes and holds masonic correspondence with the Grand Orient 
of France. This would be a good reason, if it were -rounded in fact. Of 
this they give no proof, but assume that it is so, because the Grand Dieta 
excluded the Bible from its altars. As we have never seen the slightest evi
dence to sustain the assumption, we cannot admit the correctness of the con
clusion .founded upon it. 

But we pass on to notice the formally stated conclusions of the com
mittee: 

"First. -That the Gran Dieta Symbolica, as at present constituted, in so 
far as your committee can learn, is clandestine, and has become such by its 
own illegal action. It has introduced into Masonry innovations diametri
cally opposed to the constitution, edicts and usages of regular Masonry, by 
conferring the degrees of Symbolic Masonry upon women, by chartering 
female lodges for work on tile degrees of the Blue Lodge by allowing 
women to visit and sit in lodges with male members; by publishing the ritual 
of Freemasonry and permitting the same to be widely disseminated, to the 
lasting injury of the craft, and by removing the Great Light of Masonry 
from its altars." 

"Second. - That in these departures from masonic obligation, the Gran 
Dieta has bestowed upon women the exoteric work of Masonry, and has 
farther intensified this masonic crime by seeking to condone its previous 
acticn of years, by its edicts, suppressing women lodges, disfranchising 
women members, and restoring the Great Light to its altars." 

Here is the admission that the Gran Dieta was originally a regular Body, 
and the same in substance was stated in the historical portion of the report. 
That women were admitted as masons for a brief time is true, that the Great 
Light of Masonry was removed from the altar for a brief time is also true; 
but the Constitution bas been changed and the practice under it, so that 
both now conform to those of our own Grand Lodge. 

That a Grand Body which now adheres to the landmarks may properly 
be recognized, although it has for a time excluded the Bible from its altars, 
is shown by the course universally taken by the American Grand Lodges in 
the case of the Grand Lodge of Peru, including, we believe, the Grand Lodge 
of Michigan. 

That a regular Grand Lodge which has allowed the admission of persons 
ineligible under the landmarks of Masonry, but has ceased the practice, 
cannot again be recognized, and that a Grand Lodge that has allowed such 
a person to be admitted, is bound to .. continue to recognize him, is a novel 

doctrine, now for the first time announced, and in direct conflict with the 
usage in the past. 
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It is proper to say that this doctrine did not originate with the com
mittee but was taken by them from an artic:e ir. a newspaper. 

• The committee say further: 
"Your committee does not understand that the Grand Dieta is before this 

Grand Body, on trial for these masonic offences, but the fact is nevertheless 
fully apparent, that no edict can be in the present case, made retroactive in 
its effects, nor statutory enactment remove rights and benefits formerly 
masonically bestowed. The repentance expressed in the petit ion of the Gran · 
Dieta, if it be honestly such, is ineffectual as a conclona of the high-handed 
abuse, perpetrated against the fundam ental principles of Freemasonry by 
the Grand Dicta, nor can it be received as a satisfying substitute, covering 
consequences, which may have been and possibly will continue indefinitely, 
as the concomitant result of these evils. Therefore, your committee are 
reluctantly forced to doubt the sincerity of these Greeks, bearing gifts." 

And yet they add: 

"Third.-In its tacit consent to the removal of the Great Light from its 
altars, the Gran Dieta has forced upon the great family of regular Masomy 
an unknown quantity of spurious and clandestine masons, fully supplied 
with all the requisite knowledge by which to pass the lawful tests as masous, 
visit lodges and claim boldly all the rights and benefits of Masonry, while 
not being entitled to the same, through the irregularity of their obligation, 
thus creating confusion in the craft." 

That is, they are not trying the Gran Dieta, but all the same refuse recog
nition of it, as a punishment for the offences which it has comrni' .ed, and of 
which it has repented! 
~he committee give other reason and their final conclusion as follows: 
"Fourth.-That the Gran Dieta wilf!J.IIy transgressed the first obligation 

in Freemasonry by publishing and promulgating the ritual of the symbol ic 
degrees, of which fact your committee stands fully conYinced. 

"Fifth.-That in its petition for recognition, the Gran Dieta has been 
guilty of fraud and deceit, in stating that it was recognized by all the Graud 
Lodges of Europe and Asia, among which your comm ittee finds no recogui
tion whatever, of this Graq Dieta, on the part of the Grand Lodge of Eug
land, or the Dominion of Canada. 

"Sixth.-The Gran Dieta is a national Grand Lodge, exercising jurisdic
tion over Grand Lodges, which is nn-American and not in harmony with 
the American doctrine of Grand Lodge sovereignty . 

CONCLUS IIJN . 

"Your comm ittee rests fully assured, that this petition for recognition, by 
this Grand Body, on the part of the Gran Dieta, is largely Influenced, more 
by a desire to ingratiate itself into the good graces of regular Masonry, 
than from any sincere desire to sustain and maintain, the ·constitution, laws, 
edicts; and ancient observances, of the institution, and judging from the 
past record of the Grand Dieta, your committee cannot recommend it to the 
confideuce and full acceptance of this, or any other Grand Body of regular 
masons, working in strict accordance with the ancient landmarks and laws 
of the Order. Therefore in view of all the foregoing facts your committee 
recommend the adoption of the following resolution: 

"Resolved, That the prayer of the' petition of the Gran DiPta Symbolica 
of Mexico, presented to Grand Lodge, at its last annual communication, 
asking for recognition as a body of regular masons, by this Grand Lodge, 
be aml the same is hereby denied." 
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They give no evidence of the truth of the ''Fourth," but we have reason 
to ~elieve that their information came from an expelled mason whose. deal

ings with the officers of the General Grand Chapter show that " the truth is 
not in him." It is stated by Bro. HEDGES, of Montana, that there are 
eighteen lodges controlled by citizens of the UnitM States, and we are slow 
to believe that they have gone farther in the direction indicatecl than is gone 
in many of the jurisdictions in the United States. 

That the fifth reason was net a mistake instead of "deceit" the com
mittee give no evidence; it would be so foolish on the part of the Gran 
Dieta officers to make such a claim, knowing it to be false, that we do not 
believe ~uch was the fact. 

As for the sixth, the relation of the Gran Dieta to the Grand Lodges re
sembles very mnch the relation of the Grand Lodge of England to its Pro
vincial and Di; trict Grand Lodges, save that the latter do not have so much 
power as the.. Mexican Grand Lodges, and while the practice may be "on
American" it is not unmasonic, and is not in the slighest degree open to the 
object ion that it is '' not in harmony with the American doctrine of Grand 
Lodge Sovereignty." Our own General Grand Chapter system is a suffi
cient proof of that. 

The "conclusion" of the committee indicates to ~s that they have un
wittingly been misled by, and become the partisans, of a disrepntable ele
ment in Mexico, utterly undeserving of any consideration whatever. 

The Report on Correspondence, fifty pages, was presented by Bro. JEF
FKHSON S. CoNovEn. His conclusion is as follows: 

" My task is finished and I am glad of it . I do not think this report is 
worth the paper upon which it is written, but it complies, in all respects, 
with the instructions given me, and such as it is, it is." 

He gives under each jurisdiction a very brief statistical statement. 
Limited as he was, of course it is impossible for him to perform the other 
part of the duty of these committees as defined by Bro. Sc HULTz, and 
he must omit any criticisms of the methods of either Grand Lodges, and can
not even notice those of the proceedings of his own Grand Lodge. 

His report is a valuable one, as far as it goes, and so is a dictionary very 
valuable, but for ordinary people the latter can hardly be said to be "in
tereRting reading!" In a jurisdiction in which one hundred and twelve 
pages are required for the report of the Grand Master, a less number gives 
the writer of the Report on Correspondence a decidedly limited sphere! 
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MINNESOTA , 1900. 

The frontispiece gives a splendid portrait of Bro. JosEPH H. THOMI'SON, 

Grand Treasurer "1878-1901 "; we think the last number will have to be 

changed; "since 1878" ~ould be better, as it will be carried for years 

to come, if our brother survives, as we trust he will. 
At the opening, all the Grand Officers were present and the largest num

ber of lodge representatives ever assembled: during the session 200 of the 
210 lodges were represented, and twenty permanent members were present. 

Past G. Master WILLIA~r G. BELL, of Manitoba, was present and received 
with the honors. 

The Grand Master, ALONZO A. STEBBINS, announced the deaths of Past 

G. Master ALPHONZO BARTO and Bro. STILES RAYMOND, a member of the 

Board of Custodians since its organization . Tributes were paid to their 

memories, 

He had restored the charter of one lodge, but his account of the lodge 

looks very much as if his action will prove premature: he found the mem

bers deficient in mason ic knowledge and urged them to have a school of 

instruction, but had been greatly disappointed that they refuse•! the services 
of the custodian. 

He had granted six dispensations for new lodges, from all of which he had 

received good reports. 

He says: 

"It has been the custom every five years for this Grand Lodge to author. 
'ize the publication of a rev ised edition of Todd's Digest, and this is the year 
for such publication. If this is decided on, I would recommend a careful 
revision, eliminating such decisions as are mere repetitions, and especially 
to have prepared a comprehensive index. Then, if the Grand Lodge Con
stitution were to be published in the same book, the completed work would 
be most valuable to the subordinate lodges. The digest, as it is, is indis
pensible, but with the work published as indicated the lodges would com
mit fewer errors, and the Grand Master's work would be materially less
ened ." 

His recommendation was adopted and Grand Secre tary MoNTGO MERY and 

Bros. ToDD and WELLS were appointed to carry it into effect. Bro. ToDD's 

work is one of the best of the kind; and when the ~dditional matter is put 

in it will be still better. 
The report of the Grand Secretary shows that the business affairs of the 

Grand Lodge are in excellent condition, and the craft prosperous. 

Of the Library, he says: 

"As Librarian, I would report that hundreds of the proceedings of Grand 
Lodges, Grand Chapters, Grand Councils, Grand Commanderies and bodies 
of the Scottish Hite, many of them bound, have beE-n added to our shelves 
the past year, as well as about 200 volumes of our own Grand Lodge and 
Grand Chapter proceedings, which I had bound at home. A copy of 
'Jewels of Masonic Oratory' was donated by the compiler, L. S. Meyer. 
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I have purchased for the library Mackey's great work on Freemasonry, in 
twenty-one numbers, Robertson's 'History of Freemasonry in Canada,' 
in two large volumes, a history of fraternities, and some minor volumes 
-all worthy of place on our shelves. I am also in receipt of about twenty 
masonic periodicals, many of them of permanent value, and occasionally re
reive masonic pamphlets and circulars of more or less value and interest." 

One very curious case was before the Grand Lodge: the following pre

amble and resolutions were presented: 

" Whereas, Old St. Paul Lodge, No. 3, was organized under dispensation 
Sept. 8, 1841l , and was one of the original lodges concerned in the formation 
of the Grand Lodge of.\. F. and A. M. ot Minnesota in February, 1853, 
ranking according to the date of its charter, justly and according to estab
lished masonic usage as Lodge No. 3, on the roll of the Grand Lodge; 
and 

" Whereas, The charter of old St Paul Lodge, No. 3, was surrendered on 
Jan. 9, 1856; and 

" H'hereas , The present St. Paul Lodge, No. 3, was chartered on the 
follow ing day under the same name and number of the old lodge, the jewels, 
furniture and property of the said lodge being donated to the present lodge, 
and it was made up subst,ntia lly of the same members, and J.e facto, was, 
is, and has been always recognized as the same lodge; therefore 

"Resolved, That on this the fiftieth year of the introduction of Free
masonry into Minnesota, this Grand Lodge, as a memorial of that event, 
and as an act of courtesy and consideration to the present St. Paul Lodge, 
No. 3, restores to said lorlge its old charter of 1853, now in the custody of 
the Right Worshipful Grand Secretary of this Grand Lodge. And by this 
resolution it does r estore to St. Paul Lodge, No. 3, Ancient Free and Ac
cepted Masons, to its rank as the third chartered lodge on the roll of the 
Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Minnesota, and does establish and con
tinne St. Paul J.odgB, No. 3, as said original lodge, and does confirm and 
make valid the work and acts of sa id St. Paul Lodge, No. 3, done or per
formed s ince Jan . 10, 185fi, as fully in all respects and for all intents and 
purposes as if said charter of 1853 had not been accepted by the Most Wor
shipful Grand Lodge of Minnesota, and had been during all· said time the. 
cha rter unde~· which said lodge had been working." 

They were referred to the Connnittee on Jurisprudence, which reported as 

follows, and the report was adopted: 

"Your Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, to whom was referred the 
application of St. Paul Lodge, No. 3, for the restoration of the original 
charter of said lodge, purpo rting to have been surrendered to this Grand 
Lodge in 1856, fraternally report that your committee have duly considPred 
the same, having heard the statements; and proofs submitted, and find th ere
from that the action and proceedings of sa id lodge in reference to said at
tempted surrender were wholly insufficient anrl irregular, and that such 
attempted surrender by the said lodge and acceptance by the Grand Lodge 
was vo id and of no effec t. Your comm ittee recommend the adoption of the 
following: 

" Hesolved, That the original charter of St. Paul Lorlge, No. 3, granted 
in 1853, be restored. Further, t hat all ac ts and proceedings of said lodge 
und er the charter of 1856 be ratified, confirmed and declared valid." 

We were exceedingly curious to ascertain the grounds of this action, and 

we find an account of i t in an excellent !Jistory of the lodge by Bro. GEORGE 

H. M~!:TCALF. 'Ve judge that the surrender was made to get rid of a mem-
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ber of the ledge, who apparently was disposed to object to irregular pro

ceedings therein more strenuously than was agreeable to his associates. It 
is now alleged and probably true that notice of the special meeting at which 

the lodge voted to surrender the charter, was given only to those known to 

be favorable to doing that. The obnoxious member was a member of the 

Grand Lodge, being a Past D. G. Master. He offererl a Preamble, reciting 

that it was represented to the Grand Lodge that the action of the lodge was 

taken without due notice, and a resolution ordering an investigation, but 

they were la id upon the table by a unanimous vote, save his own, anrl the 

surrender of the charter was accepted by the same vote. 
It was proper and right for the Grand Lodge to right the wrong, even 

after this lapse of time; but exceptions must be taken as to the .manner in 
which it was done. In 1856, the regularity of the surrender of the charter 
depended upon whether due notice of the meeting of the lodge was given : 

that was a question of fact for the Grand Lodge to decide, and its decision was 

final, so far as the regularity of its own actfon is concerned: all the more so, 

because the question was actually raised and was decidetl by it. Its aetion 
may have been wrong, but it was not ''void and of no effect," and no subse

quent Grand Lodge had the rightful power to declare it so. The Grand Lodge 

in J!-100, had the right to investigate the matter, and find that the Grand Lodge 
of 1853 had been fraudulently induced to accept the surrender of the old 

pharter, and, for that reason, restore it, but endorsing this action upon the 

1856 charter and delivering it to the lodge to be preserved iu the archives 

• as conclusive evidence of the regularity of its work while it had worked 

under that charter. 

The principle involved is one of the utmost importance: for if the action 
· of the Grand Lodge, in a matter in which it has jurisdiction, can be de

clared "void" at a subsequent session , we can never know whether our 

work is r egula r or clandestine, and we have in fact no government at all. 
A very fine address was delivered by the Grand Orator. 

The Report on Correspondence (130 pp.) was presented by B1·o. IRv iNG 

TODD. 

It seems th at last year we gave him "M." as initial of a middle name, 
and be inquires if it stands for "Minnesota." No, it is only a case of "the 

force of habit." In our schoolmaster days we had a scholar whose given 
name was " IRVING, " with a 1biddle name beginning with " M," with whom 

we were quite intimate t ill his death; later we have a brother lawyer whose 

given name is "IRVING," and he too has "M." for a midrlle initial! 

His report is one of the most compact, "boiled down " abstracts we have 
ever met, involving careful reading of the Proceedings and a good deal of 
work. 

In his review of Illinois, he says: 
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"An unusual amount of space is devoted to the fraternal dead in the 
current volume. The Grand Master has three pages ; a special commi ttee 
on llro. Hawley, two pages ; a special commi ttee on Bro. Cregier , three a nd 
a half pages; the standing committee on obituaries, nine pages; the Com
mittee on Correspondence, twenty -one pages; there are also three memorial 
pages. Of course it is non e of our business, but this laudable theme appears 
to be often greatly overdone, particularly in some of the smaller jurisuic
tions. In our way of thinking the address should briefly refer to the decease 
of perman ent members only ; the obituary committee might confine its 
write-ups to local brethren ; and the distinguished craftsmen from abroad 

. be grouped in two or three memoria l pages." -

This is a matter to which we have given much th ought, and whi le we 

agree quite full y with Bro. Tooo, we would make exceptions to his rule in 

the last clause in the case of brethren in other juristliction s who are well 
known to the craft in Maine. 

Of "topical reports " be says : 
"With an experience in compilation of long standing in other lines of 

labor we can safely sta te that a creditable report on the topical plan can be 
turned out in much less time than our present paper, but of course it would 
be longer, with many things necessarily omitted that should be giveu to the 
brethren for whose benefit it is prepared." 

In his review of Maine, he quotes two pages from our report, and re

plies to portions of it. 

He cites Bro. PEA RSON in reply t-o our criticism of their method of open
ing the Grand Lodge. But as this yE>ar, " the Grand Lodge was opened in 

AMPLE FO ilM by Urand Master ST~;nn i N s," we have no occasion to continue 

the discussion. 

Last year we said : 
" He has revived a method of preparation of these reports tha t iuvolves 

much labor, time and study, g iving a paragraph conta ining condensed items 
tha t gives much in little to au extraord inary degree." 

He thus replies: 

" It is true tha t much labor, time and study are involved in the prepara
tion of our annual reports, but, as they are designed primarily for the bene
fit of the brethren in Minnesota, it is the intention to g ive them a correct 
idea of what other Grand Lodges are doing in as eompact a form as possible. 
If t his is the revival of any method we are not aware of it, after hav ing read 
the correspond ence reports of the leading jurisdictions f rom their fi rst incep
t ion to date; and i Oille of the most interesting masonic literatnre ever pub
lishP.d may he found in ~h ese rev iews of forty aud fifty years ago. " 

Well, quite a number of years ago, we used the same style of report: it 

attracted the a ttent ion of Bro. RoBBINS, of Illinois, and he wrote to us about 
it, and then adopted it himself ; som e others did the same ; but the practice 

almost, if not quite, entirely ceased, probably for the same reason that in

fluenced us-it took more time than we could spare; we should certainly 

return to it, if it were practicable to do so. 

Last year we said fur ther: 
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·~ 
"In the review of Maine be says: 
" Bro. Drummond does not seem to appreciate the difference in status 

between an application from a candidate who has been prev iously rejected 
and an application from one who bas not. W e can assure him , however, 
that when an average committee of investigation finds this cloud upon the 
title, some reliable evidence is required to remove it. Of course the inquiry 
is prosecuted strictly upon masonic lines. 

"To say that we are amazed is putting it mildly. Why, we have almost 
been called a crank for insisting so strenuously that there is a vast difference 
between the status of a rejected candidate and one who has not been re
jected." 

And he says : 

"If Bro. Drummond is such a crank in insisting that there is a difference 
between the status of a rejected and a non-rejected candidate, why has it 
taken several years to impress upon him the fact that the distinction is also 
recognized in this jurbdiction ?" 

We were simply replying to his personal allusion to us. As to the other 

part, the law makes no distinction, whatever the pract'ice may be, and we 

were discussing the law. 
In reply to us, he says further: 

"There bas been no change in meaning of the word order. It is not a 
synonym of fraternity or society, although often ignorantly or carelessly 
used as such." 

He must excuse us, if we prefer the authori ty of the" Great Unabridged," 

which sustains the reverse of his proposition. "The Independent Order of 

Odd Fellows" is, and has been for many years, a familiar name; the word 

"Order" has been applied to Masonry for more than a century, and as usage 

determines the meaning of words, the dictionary-makers can do no less than 

recognize such meaning. 
Quoting wlmt we said concerning the adoption of "dependent member

ship" by the Grand Encampment, he adds: 

" As the lodge had nothing to say in the premises we fail to perceive the 
force of this rPasoning, but a re rather inclined to the opinion that the regula
tion i ~ a wholesome one. Candidates are often rushed through the lodge 
and chapter like a dose of salts, and after donning the whit e feather th ey 
are seen no more in either body. Having attained the, to th em, proud pin, 
nacle they are perfectly willing to kick over t,he ladder by which the ascent 
was macl.e., The Grand Encampment merely orders that they shall at least 
help keep the apparatus in repair." 

Of course, the lodge bas nothing to cl.o with it, and therein lies the evil of 

making it practically say, "If yon don't belong to us, you shan't belong to 

anything." However, we have watched the effect of it pretty carefully , 
and thus far our prediction bas been verified, and we much mistake the 

signs of the times if the days of that law are not numbered . How rnnch 
worse off is the lodge, if such persons are members of the commandery , than 

it is if they are not ? 
We fully agree it} the followin g, and snch was the old prac tice: 
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. "'-.. 
"As a rule the burial of non-affiliates may safely be left to the disci·etion 

of the local brethi·en, who have a better knowledge of the facts connected 
with each individual case." 

He makes the same criticism of the Michigan table of the "expenses of 

runuing the Grand Lodge," because it includes in these expenses the amount 

expended in relief, which in Minnesota reaches this year the sum of $2,800. 

These Proceedings include "The Proceedings of the Masonic Vete rans 

Association," which are full of very interesting history and biography, illus

trated with portrait~. We have been favored annually with these reports, 
and we prize them exceedingly. They are now paged consecutively. 

MISSOURI, 1899. 

The frontispiece is a fine portrait of M. W. Bro. ETIIJ>LBllnT F. ALLEN, 

the retiring Grand Master. The Grand Master, Bro. HENRY C. Looms, 

and other visitors from the Grand Lodge of Kansas, were introduced and 

welcomed in a pleasant address, to which Grand Master LooMIS eloquently 
and fitt ingly replied. 

Grand Master ALLEN, in his address, gives a succinct account of his • 

ojlicial acts, which had been very numerous, but most of them of a routine 

character. 

We in Maine, avoid the evil stated in the following, by having our elec

tion on the afternoon of the first day: 

"The law of this Grand Lodge states that the election of Grand Officers 
shall occur on the morning of the third day. It is a source of embarrass
ment to the Grand Master-elect to be compelled to select the chairman of 
the various stand ing committees, to make the appointment of the several 
subordinate officers, to select fifty-five District Deputy GJand Masters, and 
to make other necessary appointments and arrangements before the installa
tion of officers and the closing of the Grand Lodge session, all of which 
must be accomplished under o~1r present law in the short space of two or 
three hours, thus depriving the Grand Master-elect of the privilege of giving 
t ime and consid eration in the selection of important officers and committees 
and discharging other duties on which vitally hinges the success of the in
coming administration." 

The probability is that this· provision was adopted to keep the members 

in attendance throughout the session . 
lie had been obl iged to arrest two charters for failing t0 make retums and 

pay dues, and another charter on account of the unfortunate condit ion of 

the lodge and the bitter feeling existi ng among its members. 

He had gran ted dispensations for fi.ve lodges, adding in this connection, 
that we cannot be too conservative in the formation of new lodges, as an ex

am ination of the record had satisfied him that too many weak lodges had 

already been chartered. 
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He had, by special Deputies, laid the corner-stone of public edi fices in 
eight instances, and in addition he had himself laid the corner-stone of a 

new masonic temple in St. Louis. 

Of the Masonic Home, he says: 

"We are proud of the Masonic Home of Missouri-proud of our boys and 
girls who are passing with us the spring-time days of their lives, the season 
when all dreams begin and end, as the waves of years come rocking gently 
beneath them, and bear them out upon the great swell of life's sea. Yes, 
proud of the aged and infirm who have been faithful to their vows, and who 
have borne the burden and heat of day, and to whom this institution shall 
ever be a sweet haven, and a refuge from toil and care." 

The following is based upon the universality of Freemasonry, and we are 

glad to find that the tendency is in the direction recommended by M. W. 

Bro. ALLEN: 

"In many of the Grand Lodges with which this Grand Lodge enjoys 
fraternal relations, Past Masters and Past Grand Masters from sister juris.
dictions who have become residents, and have affiliated with lodges within 
their jurisdictions, are recognized as members; 11nd many brethren who at
taiJJed the rank of Past Master in this jurisdiction, having become residents 
of other states, anrl having affiliated with lodges in ot!Jer recognized Grand 
Jurisdictions, now enjoy membership in such Grand Lodges. J.know of no 
reason why a Past Master hailing from a sister jurisdiction who has become 
a citizen of Missouri, and bas affiliated with a lodge belonging to this Grand 
Jurisdiction, should not enjoy the same privileges and memberships as the 
l'ast Masters of our own lodges. We receive the brethren from sister juris
dictions with open arms, they visit our lodges, and we are glad to have 
them become members if Past Masters; the same respect and courtesy is 
shown them by the Worshipful Master as if Past Master of some lodge 

• within the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge. 
"But the Constitution prohibits membership in this Grand Lodge to all 

Past Masters, except such as have served as Worshipful Master of a lodge 
within the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge. 

"I recommend that the Constitution be so amended as to recognize as 
members of this Grand Lodge all Past Masters and Past Grand Masters of 
recognized Grand Jurisdictions, who have by change of residence affiliated 
with lodges belonging to this Grand Lodge." 

He held in substance, that when the Gratid Lodge reverses the action of a 
subordinate lodge, and suspends the party charged for a definite time, at the 

end thereof he is restored to good masonic standing, with , the right to peti

tion, but is not thereby restored to membership in his lodge. 

He had been called upon in quite a number of cases for dec isions upon 

the question of physical quali-fications. 

Among them are the following: 
"1. An applicant for the mysteries of Freemasonry has left leg amputated 

below the keee, using an artificial leg, of which he seems to have very good 
use. He can kneel without much trouble on both knees. Is he eligible? 

·Answer-Yes. 
"3. A candidate for Masonry has one leg off above the knee, but has an 

artificial limb which he uses continually; he walks about at pleasure, and 
can kneel upon both knees. Is he eligible? Answer-Yes. 
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"4. A candidate for the mysteries of Freemasonry has lost one foot, but 
bas an artificial one. He is energetic and active, and walks without cane or 
other assistance. Is be eligible? Answer-Yes. 

"7. An aspirant for the degrees bas los t right limb below the knee. 
He states that it is impossible to wear an artificial foot, and has none at 
present. Is he eligible? Answer-No." 

The report of the Grand Secretary details in a concise manner, the official 
acts which have transpired during the year. At the time it was made, fif
teen lodges had failed to make returns, and eight, which had made returns, 
had not paid dues. 

He states that the register which was commenced in 1885 bad been com
pleted and brought down to the present time; but now the books were filled 
and a new set must be obtained, and more than thirty thousand names 
transcribed or another system adopted. Thereupon, by the authority of 
the Grand Master, be had adopted the card system, and had purchased an 
outfit, at the cost of three hundred dollars, and he recommended that the 
Grand Secretary be authorized to employ the necessary clerical assistance 
to perfect the card system. 

In passing, we would say that the card system is rapidly being adopted in 
all large libraries, and in other places where lists of books or names are re
quired. 

The Grand Orator, Rev. Dr. W. W. BoYD, delivered a brief but very 
able and instructive oration. We are particularly pleased with it on account 
of his t> loquent exhortation that we should prize Masonry as it came to us 
from our fathers, and transmit it unimpaired to our children's children. 

The report of the Grand Lecturer shows that, as a whole, the lodges vis
ited are doing work in an excellent manner. 

The Committee on the Grand Master's Address says: 
"We approve of the dispensations issued by the Grand Master for vari

ous purposes, he having acted in each case in strict conformity with the 
laws of this Grand Lodge and doubtless for the bests interests of Freema· 
somy. We especially indorse his dispensations as to lodges authorizing 
them to assemble on proper occasions for public worship, and hope this cus
tom will become universal in this Grand Jurisrliction." 

During the session the work was exemplified. 
The following resolution, prefaced by an apology, was presented and 

adopted in relation to membership of committees and officers appointed by 
the Grand Master: 

"Resolved, That the Granq Master shall in future use as his guide the list 
·of names enrolled in attendance by the Committee of Credentials, and who 
are in attendance, and actual members of this Grand Lodge duly qualified 
by its by-laws to hold office therein." 

This is a departure from the ancient law, and from the best policy. The 
whole craft of the State is the source from which the officers and commit
tees should be taken, especially the officers. We presume that the object of 

APP. 9 a. L. 
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the resolution is to secure a large attendance, but we regard the attendance 
that would be secured by such considerations as are set forth in this resolu
tion, as attendance of li ttle value, and often of positive ininry. 

The C0mmittee on Mexican Masonry made the following report, which 
was adopted : 

"That we have cn.refully investigated the subject, and from the in forma
tion now at hand do not feel that in the present diRturbed conditio1i of 
Masonry in Mexico it is expedient to extend recogn ition to the Gran Dieta. 

"Your committee express the hope that the chaotic cond ition of Masonry 
in Mexico will soon terminate, so that this Grand Uody ·may recognize tile 
lodges of our great Sister Republic, un\ted as it is in destiny with our own 
glorious country in the match of progress, liberty and happiness." 

In accordance with the recommendation of the Grand Master, the follow
ing amendment was submitted by the Committee on Jurisprudence, and 
lies over for final action for another year : 

"Provided, however, by a majority vote of this Grand Lodge, any Past 
Grand Master of any other jurisdiction, and any l'ast Worshipful Master of 
any other jurisdiction, who shall have been duly elected Master an<l actually 
presided as Worshipful Master, in such other jurisdiction, and shall be affi l
iated with some lodge in this State, may be elected to membership in this 
Grand Lodge upon submitting proof of his qualifications, as herein prov ided, 
to the satisfaction of this Grand Lodge." 

Amendments in relation to physical qualifications were also introduced 
and laid over, the chief one being to repeal the provision adopte<l the year 
before, that when a candidate, by the aid of artiiicial appliances, can do all 

, masonic work, be is eligible. 

It will be noted that some of the decisions of the Grand Mast~r were mn.de 
in accordance with this provision. 

The Report on Correspondence (150 pp.) was presented by Bro. JoHN D. 
VINCIL. It is almost wholly \\"ritten, and is a very full abst ract of the Pro
ceedings with occasional brief comments; but the comments are so mixed 
with the abstract, that it is somewhat d ifficult to distinguish one from the 

other. 
In his review of California, in relation to the Gran Dieta, he says: 
"I have opposed recognition simply on th e ground of the Gran Dieta 

being a General Grand Lodge. For a time th e bar to recognition was that 
the body known as the ' Gran Dieta' was not. in lin e with our American idea 
of Masonry, as shown by Brother Parvin, of Iowa, who investign.ted matters 
in that country. He found women lodges, and the absence of the Holy 
Bible from the altars of lodges, 'The Great Light' being snbsli tute,; by the 
Book of Constitutions. In the presence of suah facts, no rPcognition could 
be accorded. These objectionable features have been removed. I still lws
itate to favor recognition because the Gran Dieta claims absolute jurisdic
tion over all Grand Lodges in the Republic of Mexico. To recognize the 
principle of such sovereignty over State Bodies, is, in my view, to favor 
that abomination for which many pray and hope, viz., a general Grand 
Lodge. I believe that legiLirnate Masonry in the Republic of Mexico may be 
made a powerful ageliL in spread ing light and diffusing the principles of a 
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true patriotism among a priest--cursed people. This view strongly inclines 
me to waive objections to the General Grand Lodge feature of Mexican 
Masonry." 

Of the doctrine of physical qualifications he well says: 
"He assumes that the Jaw of physical perfection, as applied to masonic 

candidates, is based on the old Jewish Jaw of perfection, and as such has 
come down to us with similar requirements as a ~art of our ceremony. 
Granting that physical perfection is no objection to the making of a mason, 
provided his internal· qualifications commend him to masons, I would ask 
wh at defect there is in a man who has lost part df the fingers of his left hand, 
which should totally disqualify him to be made a mason? This question 
has been discussed so much that physical perfection, so strenuously con
tended for on the ' perfect youth' theory that the whole matter has become 
a chestnut and a back number. It may not be worth while to quote from 
the old charges that ' A maim or defect in body must be such as to render 
!tim incapable of learning tlte Art.' A man a few fingers short on the left 
band is as capable of learning the Art, and practicing the mysteries of 
Masonry, as a speculative or moral institution, as the man who is without 
mann or defect of body." 

The idea that the doctrine of physical qualifications was originally based 

upon the old Jewish law is so preposterous from the very nature of things, 
that we wonder that any man of intelligence would suggest it. It is really 
an undertaking to carry the symbolism of Masonry to a ridiculous extent. 

We are glad that Bro. VINCI!. has joined with us in an attempt to compel 

the recognition of the whole of the old charge, instead of a mere part of it. 
In his review of Delaware, he says: 
"M. W. Bro. Watson, Past Grand Master, offered the following resolu

tion, which was postponed until the following day, when, after discussion, 
the same was not adopted: 'All lodges shall exclude from the lodge room 
and ante-rooms all intoxicating liquors.' This is the first instance in a long 
acquaintance with Masonry that I ever beard of 'intoxicating liquors' being 
allowed in ' the lodge room and ante-rooms.' And it certainly is the first 
time I have ever known of a Grand Lodge putting itself on record as un
willing to have such ' refreshments' exclu<leu from its lodge premises." 

He also urges, in his review of Delaware, that it is tlHl obligation and not 
the form which makes a man a mason. 

Of the topical reports of Bro. RoBBINs, he well says: 
" His work may be properly characterized as a 'new departure,' as he 

has left the old paths and gone off on the topical line. Bro. Robbins may 
be properly styled a strong writer. While far from concurring in some of 
his views, I accord him the sincere tribute of being well informed and en
dowed with vigorous convictions, possessing the courage of them. In un
dertaking the new method as a reviewer, 'that of condensing results of a 
survey of the masonic field into one-half or one-third of the customary 
space,' he necessarily was hampered for want of room. He adopted this 
cocrse 'at the earnest solicitation of Grand Master Cook.' In carrying out 
the plan adopted, he saved space but lost that usual swee p and swing so 
char~c teristic of him and his writings. " 

In addition that system leaves out very largely the element of these 
reports which was the ch ief object in originating them-that is, some general, 
even if brief, accounts of the progress of Masonry in each jurisdiction. 
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In his conclusion, he states that it was his fixed purpose to shorten the 
work and be brief, but he says he has fallen below the purpose named, and 
he repeats again emphatically his belief that the old method of noticing each 
jurisdiction is the proper method of these reports. 

MONTANA, 1899. 

The frontispiece is an excellent portrait of the retiring Grand Master, 
M. w. CHARLES w. POMEROY. 

The Grand Lodge held a special communication, July 4, 1809, to lay the 
corner··Stone of the new Capitol. The services were performed by the Grand 
Lodge, opened on the third degree. There were nine Past Grand Masters in 
attendance. The occasion was one of great interest. An address was de
livered by Governor SMITH and an oration by Ex-Governor TooLE, and after 
the civil ceremony, the usual masonic ceremony was performed, with an 
address by Past Grand Master WrLBER F. SANDERS. 

A special communication was also held to lay the corner-stone of a church 

edifice in the city of Butte. 

At the annual communication, the Grand Secretary reported that all the 
forty-si:.r lodges had made returns and paid dues, and so were entitled to 
representation. There was a very full representation of lodges and nine 
Past Grand.Masters were present. 

Of the work of the year, Grand Master PoMEROY says: 
"The year has been one of singular harmony and good feeling through

out the jurisdiction. While we have gained in numbers yet Masonry lays no 
claim to the rapidity of its growth. The extension of its principlPs and their 
exemplification in the lives of its votaries are more to be desired." 

His address is pretty closely confined to an account of his official action. 
He had sent out a circular, one item of which asked if the Wardens con
ferred degrees. Of the result the Grand Master says: 

"In twenty-six of the lodges, the Warder;s confer degrees. This is an 
excellent practice, as it results in a larger portion of the membership becom
ing proficient in the ritual, and qualifies the Wardens for advancement to the 
office of Master. I would commend the practice to the other lodges of the 
jurisdiction.'' 

One lodge replied, "No, none ever learned the work until elected W. M." 
One Master answered that it had been done in his lodge, but he did 
not approve the practice, and nineteen out of the forty-five lodges answer
ing the question, answered in the negative. 

An effort had been made to ascertain how many needed the benefits of 
the Masonic Home, and the returns showed that there were twenty-two 
Master Masons, four widows and six orphans. The Grand Master thinks 
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that a more careful census would show that there were more, and he com
mends the matter to the favorable consideration of the craft. 

Among his decisions are the following : 
"On the death, prior to installation, of a Worshipful Master elected to 

succeed himself, the Senior Warden should act as Master during the year. 
"The corner-stone of a public edifice may be laid with masonic ceremony, 

though for physical reasons the stone is placed in other than the northeast 
corner of the building. 

"One who has had his left leg amputated below the knee, and supplies 
the defect with an artificial foot, is not within the requirements of our craft 
to receive the degrees." 

The last was not approved, the committee reporting the following as the 
true law upon the subject: 

"A cand idate for the degree of Entered Apprentice should be able, phys
ically as well as intell~ctually, to receive and impart all the essentials of 
masonic recognition, and this the lodge may determine." 

In their report the committee say, that the Grand Master ought not to be 
asked the question in any particular case. That is a matter the lodge must 
determine. One reason is that he may not know all the facts, but only in
formation in a letter which is not sure to contain all the facts necessary for 

a correct decision. 
Grand Master PoMEROY had hoped to make a general visitation of the 

lodges, but had not been fl.ble to do so. It seems that no provision is made 
for the expenses of these visits, and he well says that generally, busy men 

are elected to the office of Grand Master, who are unable to sacrifice both 
time and means to do this duty. He suggests that, inasmuch as the railroad 
fare has been reduced one cent per mile, the amount thus saved be used 
to defray the expenses of the Grand Master in visiting the lodges, and his 
recommendation was adopted. 

lie had been absent a while during the year, and his duties had been per
formed in his absence by the Deputy Grand Master, who ruled that while 
service as Warden is necessary to eligibility as Master, service in any other 

Grand Jurisdiction fulfills the requirement.'-
The Grand Secretary makes his usual report of the doiugs of his office, 

and of the library; which we are glad to see is steadily growing. 
The Committee on the Hevision of the Constitution reported, stating that 

while the Constitution had been several times compiled with amendments, 
it.had never been revised, and they report a plan as follows: 1. The Con

stitution; 2. Code of Statutes; 3. Penal Code; 4. Standing- regulations of 
a local, special or temporary character. 

It recommended that the sections be numbered consecutively in the Con

stitution, and also in the Statutes. The matter was referred to the Com· 
mittee on Jurisprudence, which reported favorably, and thereupon the re
vised Constitution was unanimously adopted to take effect Janu,try 1, 1900. 
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No part of it is given in the Proceedings, and we are not sure that a tech
nical question might not be raised as to the identity of the instrument pub

lished with the one adopted. 

The Grand Secretary was authorized to send monthly notices of lodge ac
tion to the several chapters and eommanderies. We presume that this is 
limited to the matters in which those bodies would have an interest. 

We find that the Grand Lodge ordered that the Constitution and Statutes 
be printed under the supervision of the committee, with power to annotate 
the code with decisions, etc., and suitably index the same; and that they 
should be distributed, one copy to each of the officers and Past Grand 
Masters of the Grand Lodge; one to each of the chartered lodges, and one 
to each of the Grand Lodges; and that the remaining copies be sold by the 
Grand Secretary at not less than the actual cost. 

If we were to make any addition to this, it would be to have a larger num
ber of pamphlet copies and distribute them more freely to the lodges. We 
complain that the officers and mem hers of lodges frequently consult the 
Grand Master in relation to matters that wou-ld be answered by an examina
tion of the Constitution and Statutes, but as a matter of fact, very few of 
the members of a lodge will buy a copy, and if there is only one copy in the 
lodge, it is pretty difficult even for an officer to consult it. Of course, if the 
practice of reading in full, once a year even, is followed, that gives some 
knowledge of it, but after all, our experience shows that the Grand Lodge 
makes money in the end by distributing very freely to the members of the 

• craft in the jurisdiction, copies of lts constitution and by-laws. 
The Grand Representatives were received, and responded. The Grand 

Secretary, representative of our jurisdiction among .others, referred to his 
correspondence report, submitted in print, for what he had to say. 

The Report on Correspondence, (115 pp) was presented by Bro. lh~DGilS. 

It is entirely written. At any rate, if there is any quotation in it we have 
not discovered it, and we have been over it very carefully too. It is a very 
full abstract, intermixed with comments, in which our brother gives his 
views plainly and forcibly. We have not imitated his example, but have 
devoted the most of our space to extracts, in relation to pending matters. 

In his introduction he says: 
" One year ago our peace-loving country was nearing the verge of war; 

how near we little knew, and perhaps but for the cowardly destruction CJf 
the Maine, would never have known. Our complete unreadiness for war is 
the best evidence that it was not premeditated or desired. · A fatal madness 
seemed to have driven Spain to destruction, her cup of retribution was full 
to overflowing and our country was the agent commissioned by Providence 
for her chastisement and humiliation. Within four short months fell the 
heavy, well-directed blows that laid Spain prostrate and despoiled of what 
remained of her colonial possessions, once the envy and admiration of the 
world. Our flag now floats not only over Cuba and Porto Rico, the last 
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relics of a western empire, but over an insular empire in the far East nearly 
equal in area and richer in resources than Japan. 

"This means much not only for our country, but for Masonry as well. 
Under the cruel and bigoted rule of Spain, men were tortured and shot in 
Cuba and the Philippines for being Freemasons. Under a very clear dispensa
tion of Providence, Masonry will flourish wherever the flag of our own 
country floats, and it will be Freemasonry th.at worships and serves one 
only living and true God, and regards men of all races as his children and 
deserving of brotherly consideration.'' 

While he thiuks that the discussion of the Washington matter has been 

rather severe, yet of the merits he says: 

"The occasion or provoking cause seems trivial and unworthy of notice. 
Negroes were enjoying to the fullest extent the masonic Independence they 
proclaimed in 1827. There has been no attempt to persecute them. They 
have simply been ignored. The original irregularities connected with A fri
can Lodge, chartered by the Grand Lodge of England, might have been 
healed, .Perhaps, by the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, as not more serious 
that others that have been healed. But they were not, and went on multi
tiplying. A 'modus vivendi' has long been established, simply by ignoring 
each other, and that seems to us the best course to continue. Let the negroes 
have their Masonry, and may it do them good. But as for us, we can ac
knowledge and hold intercourse with but one Grand Lodge in any state, 
territory or country. Whether the present negro lodges trace from Prince 
Hall, as some of the many cheap expositions of Masonry current since Mor
gan's time, is a question we do not care to consider." 

Of the Gran Dieta he says: 

"It is with much satisfaction that we notice the action of the Grand Lodge 
of California in extending full fraternal recognition to the Gran Dieta Sim
bolica of Mexico. The matter has been thoroughly considered by a com
mittee of live Past Grand Masters, who united in a favorable report. The 
committee says there are now 246 lodges in Mexico under the jurisdiction 
of the Gran Dieta, of which seventeen are sustained by American citizens 
and conducted in the English language. Recognition has now been extended 
by fifteen jurisdictions, including all contiguous states and territories, as 
well as some of the oldest and largest. As Hepresentative of the Gran 
Dieta of Mexico for Montana, we are just in receipt (January, 1899) of the 
jewel of that jurisdiction, and shall esteem it a pleasure to cultivate closer 
relations with our Mexican brothers. It. is a proud satisfaction to know that 
our whole North American continent is enlisted under the masonic banner, 
and to know that it will soo11 wave over our entire hemisphere." 

Some of these statements h:we been disputed. We were not aware that 
there are so many lodges sustained by American citizens, and conducted in 

the English language. If this is correct, it is an extremely important ele

ment in the decision of the matter, in our own judgment. The fact is that 

our inability to come to a conclusion is very largely based upon the fear that 

from the evidence given, the Mexican people are really unable to adminis

ter masonic affairs in accordance with the ancient usages and landmarks. 

Of the California system, be says: 

"There is one feature in California Masonry that seems harsh to us, the 
requ iring of non-affiliates to pay six months' dues with their application, 
together with the affiliation fee which lodges are permitted to charge. We 
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have abolished affiliation fees, and the only disability we attach to non-affil
iates is that they cannot visit and are not regarded in good standing if they 
remain unaffiliated more than one year. We still give them the right to 
petition for membership. Another California regulation, which seems to us 
essentially unjust, is the charging of dues to those suspended." 

In his review of Delaware, he well says: 

" Speaking of their usage in not allowing Wardens to confer degrees, 
he bases his objection on their general inefficiency. Wouldn't it be better 
to acquire efficiency before than after being elected Worshipful Master? 
Could he expect a novice to learn the taste of cider by merely smelling the 
pitcher." 

We think that in Maine, we make Wardens of different kind of timber, 
and there are very few lodges in which a man could bfl electe<l Warden who 
has not already sufficiently acquired the work to enable him to preside in 
the lodge. 

In another place, speaking of the Washington matter, he says : 
"Washington has not recognized any negro Grand Lodge in any of the 

jurisdictions, nor in its own, nor does it appear that there are more than 
two negroes in Washington who claim to be masons, much less that any pur
pose is expressed to recognize any other Grand Longe in its own jurisdiction. 
At least the comity and courtesy that ought to exist between sister jurisd ic
tions should suggest the propriety of corresponrlence, possibly fraternal re
monstrance, and at any event await some ac tion beyond the expression of an 
opinion as abstract as whether the moon is inhabited." 

We must take issue with him on the first part of the first question. The 
Grand Lodge of Washington decided that the two petitioners were suffi-

• ciently regular masons to be admitted into the Washington lodges. To be a 
regular mason he must have been made in a lawful lodge. A lawful lodge 
can be created only by a Grand Lodge, so that the Washington decision 
necessar ily rleclared that the lodges in which these petitioners claim to be 
made masons, were lawful lodges, and the Grand Lodges which chartered 
them regular Grand Lodges. It is true that the Grand Lodge of Washing
ton did not in specific terms say it recognized any of these Grand Lodges, 
but in our view this pretext is altogether too flimsy, and we would like the 
view of Bro. H~mGES in relation to it. 

In another place he says further: 
"The presumption that Prince Hall or any one else hailing from a regular 

lorlge was ever a Provincial Grand Master, empowered to estab!ish lodges 
among those of his own race, .has no historical or documentary foot-hold to 
stand on." 

He introduces his review of Maine as follows: 

"By a strange coincidence, altogether unintentional on our part, but in 
our regular course of reviewing such proceedings as have come to hand, 
those of Maine we take in hanJ February 15th, which happens to be the 
fateful day of the rlestruction of the 'Maine' in Havana harbor. 'Remem
ber the Maine ' has been something of a watch-word ever since. It was re-
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membered at Manila and Santiago, and will be remembered by unborn gen
erations of Americans, on land as well as on sea.. If we mistake not, Spain 
will be apt to remember the most fatal blunder of all its blundering his tory." 

He speaks highly of the address of Grand Master LocKE and of our Pro

ceedings as a whole. 
Refernng to our report, he says: 

"Our long experience in and observation of Masomy in the West, and 
most of it in the far West, has led us to adopt some views at variance with 
those held by •Brother Drummond, as for instance on the subject of rejec
tion, its nature and consequences; also on the duty of lodge and Grand 
Lodge relief. On this latter subje0t, we are not far apart when each under
stands the position of the other. We believe as fully as he does in the incli
vidual duty of charity, and would not even limit it to thdse in good masonic 
standing. But our experience has brought us up against many cases where 
the necessities of distressed masons could not he met by individual masons, 
amounting sometimes to several hundred dollars. Many a member of some 
eastern jurisdiction, who has come to the far West with magnificent expecta
tions that fortunes were laying around here loose for anybody to pick up, 
has found the situation so difierent from his expectation that he has become 
discouraged and home-si0k almost to death. His lodge won't help him, and 
his frienda or relatives can't or won't help him further. Offers of employ
ment at better wages than he could get at home do no good. He has no 
courage or strength to work, all he wants is to get home, and he will die if 
he can't get home. Whatever may be said to the contrary, home-sickness 
is often fatal. Of course one in such condit ion will promise anything in the • 
way of repayment, but not in one case out of twenty does the recipient or 
his lodge ever tender repayment or acknowledge any claim for repayment. 
We take care of our own members when in distress, at home or abroad, 
and pay heavy dues besides. We naturally think there should be some mu
tuality in this matter of relief. We notice that the Grand Lodge of Califor
nia, at its last communication, voted that relief shoulrl hereafter be refused 
to those hailing from jurisdictions that disclaim any responsibility to re-im
burse for relief to their own members, and that will be the natural outcome. 
It may be harsh ancl unfraternal, but human nature has some strong marks 
of similarity in all sections of the country and all parts of the world. The 
unregenerate will practice on the theory of doing to others as we are done 
by. There is some good foundation for the growing opinion that masonic 
beggars are generally bilks, and a large percentage unmitigated frauds. 
Individual brothers, when applied to for aid, have neither the time nor fa
cili ties to investigate the worthiness of the claimant, and he is referred to 
the Board of Relief. Where it is generally admitted that beyond present 
temporary relief, the lodge in which membership is held is primarily respon
sible, the substance of the Wisconsin plan, as we understand it, is accom
plished. Still it is left to lodges to measure their own responsibility, taking 
into account t heir own ability and the worthiness of the member. That 
masons, like other mortals, should suffer for their own folly, is the method 
Providence has ordained to cure them, and we are opposed to interfering 
with Providence." 

We give the whole of this; as he says we are not very far apart. 

We do not understand the Wisconsin plan as he does, by any means. As 

long as he agrees that it is left to lodges to measure their own responsibility, 

taking into account their ability and the worthiness of the applicant for 

relief, we shall not quarrel with him. Our objection to the Wisconsin prop

osition is that this is just what that does not do. 
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Referring to the doctrine of perpetual jurisdiction, he says that our doc
trine in Maine is an improvement. He assumes that we insist upon five 
years, but we do not; if the general consensus of opin ion is that three years 
are long enough, we shall not object. We finn that with three years snbsti·· 
tuted for five the Maine proposition has been adopted by the Grand En
campment of the United States. We were not present at the session, and 
therefore do not know under what circumstances this rule was adoptee!. 

Whether it was a compromise of conflicting views, or whether it was a matter 
presented and passed, as measures sometimes are in the Grand Encamp
ment, because nobody takes the responsibility to object to them, we do not 
know. However that may be, the fact remains that throughout the country 
the Maine doctrine prevails, in relation to this question, in one bran ch of 
~1asonry. 

Referring to the habit of using initials instead of names he says: 

"Yes, our law requires the Secretaries, in send ing up their returns, to 
give the full Christian and surname, but then they never did it, and seemed 
to think it was official impertinence to ask more than the owners of the 
name usually give. And so we have fallen into the same neglect. Life 
is too short to keep up a continual fight and we seek refuge in the maxim, 
' de minimis lex non curat.' " 

We do not think that that maxim is quite sufficiently large to cover the 
omisswn. 

In his review of Oklahoma, he says: 

"Bro. Hunt, in reviewing Connecticut, gives expression to an opinion 
•that seems to us to approach perilously near to that expressed by the Grand 
Master of Washington, when he claims it as 'an inherent prerogative of 
subordinate lodges to exerci~e the exclusive right to determine whom they 
shall receive as visitors.' We think a Grand Lodge that would tolerate any 
subordinate in holding intercourse with irregular and clandestine masons 
without arresting its charter, has abdicated its sovereignty a nd ceased to be 
a peer of other recognized limnd Lodges." 

There are other things in this report which we would like to notice, but 
must pass them by. 

We like to discuss matters with Bro. H.,;oc •,s, and feel free to dissent 
from his views and give our reasons, because we know, without his assur
ance, that it can in no way affect our personal relations except to strengthen 
the cordiality of them, for we credit him, as we believe he credits us, with 
de~iring only to get at the truth ·and to promote the best interests of Masonry; 

but perhaps we ought to confess that the importance of doing this so Ol'er
shadows all other considerations with us, that we may be open sometimes to 
his criticism of speaking somewhat harshly of individual masons. 
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NEBRASKA, 1899. 

A special communication was held Jan. 13, 1899, to attend the funenLI of 
M. W. Bro. RoBERT C. JoRDAN, first Grand Master of Masons in Nebraska. 
Another was held May 9, 1899, to attend the funeral of Bro. WILLIAM 

R. BowEN, the Grand Secretary, whose sad death we annouced last year. 
At the annual communication, the Grand Master, .FRANK H. YouNG, de

livered an address in which he concisely announces his otiicial acts. In his 
opening statement he said he had been at home but forty-six working days 
during the year, and had traveled in the service of the Grand Lodge nineteen 
thousand miles. 

In announcing the death of Bro. BowEN, he stat.cs that it is the saddest 
event of his masonic life. 

The Grand Master decided that installation at any other than the regular 

time, except by dispensation, is void, but the committee modified it by strik
ing out the work "void " and inserting instead the word " irregular," and 
adding to the decision "and any Master of a lodge permitting the same is 

subject to masonic discipline." We believe the view of the committee is 
correct. 

' He decided that inasmuch as the Grand Lodges of Kansas and Missouri do 
not claim jurisdiction over a rejected candidate, a Nebraska lodge may act 
on the petition of a rejected candidate from either of those jurisdictions 
without a waiver, and to this the committee adds, "Hecause the Nebraska 
lodges may receive and act upon the petition of a rejected candidate from 
any jurisdiction in which, by lapse of time, a waiver exists." 

We do not know as we have heretofore noted it, but we find thn.t in Ne- : 
braska, the doctrine of perpetual jurisdiction still exists. 

The Grand Lodge reversed the decision of the Grand Master that a peti
tion may be received and acted upon before the petitioner is twenty-one 
years old; also the following decision: 

" A brother continues to hold an otiice into which he has been installed 
until his successor has been installed, even though he is elected and installed 
into au other office." 

We believe that the general rule is that the installation of a brother into 
one office vacates his tenure of any other otiice. 

The following decision was approved: 
"The installing otiicer should afford every brother opportu nity for objec

tion before he installs any officer of the lorlge, and should the ground for 
objection be deemetl sufficient be will be justified in refusing to install such 
officer; in such case the matter should be reported to the Grand Master for 
his action. Any brother in good standing has the right to lodge an objec
tion with the Grand Master for his consideration and decision." 

He submitted the resolution and special report from our Grand Lodge in 
relation to the action of the Grand Lodge of Washington. 
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One lodge undertook to appeal from his decision in the matter of its in

vasion of the jurisdiction of a lodge in Kansas: but he visited the lodge and 

discussed the matter with the brethren, and found that their conduct was 

the result of ignorance and bad counsel, and upon complying with his order 

he let the matter rest. 
He announced that the Orphans' Educational Fund had reached the sum 

of $30,800, and he recommended that a comm ittee be appointed to invest i

gate all claims for assistance and expend not exceeding eighty per cent. of 

the net increase of the fund for educational purposes. 

They have a system in Nebraska of making rebates for prompt returns 
and payment of dues, which this year amounted to $2,836.61. We very 

gravely doubt the expediency of collecting and paying back S<J> large an 

amount of money for such a purpose. 

The Committee on Peru reported that no action was necessary other than 

to commend our zealous brethren in Peru for their prompt action in main
taining the landmarks involved. 

The committee appointed at the last session of the Grand Lodge to devise 

a pian for perpetuating the memory of P. G. M. RonERT CARtwr,L JoRDAN, 

reported in favor of a bronze medal of the best grade, properly inscribed, 

and that these medals should be sold at one dollar each and the surplus 

raised from their sale shall be paid over to Bro. JoRDAN's widow. 

In relation to the Washington matter the following was adopted: 

"We have considered that portion of the Grand Master's address sub
mitting the circular from the Grand Lodge of Washington , the pamphlet 
and letter from the GraEd Lodge of New York, and the special report from 
the Grand Lodge of Maine, in relation to the so-called negro lodges, and fra
ternally report that by the action of this Grand Lodge, found in our Pro
ceedings of 1877, this Grand Lodge has put itself upon record as against the 
recognition of clandestine lodges and masons such as are referred to ; that the 
Report on Correspondence to this Grand Lodge for the then current year 
fully sets forth :til the material facts of the history of clandestine negro 
lodges, and the action of the several Grand Masters and Grand Lodges 
which has been had in reference to the action of the Grand Lodge of 
Wash ington. We recommend that the action of this Grand Lodge in 1877 
be reaffirmed, and that we earnestly urge upon the attention of the Grand 
Lodge of Washin gton its duty to rescind the action had at its communica
tion in 1898. " 

An interesting address was. delivered by the Grand Orator, WtLr, tAMSON 
S. S u MMERS. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted: 

" Resolved, That John Stevenson Bowen, youngest ch ild of our late la
mented Grand Secretary, William R Bowen, be and is hereby adopted as 
'the child of the Grand Lodge, A. F . & A. M., Nebraska'; and that we 
pledge ourselves to exercise paternal care for his future practical education 
and welfare, from available means of the 'Orphans' Education :Fund' of 
this jurisdiction." 
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The Heport on Correspondence (pp. 30) was presented by Bro. CuA RLES 

J. Pn~~LPS, who undertook the task at the req uest of the Grand Master, 

after an admonition to restrict the same to thirty pages. He devoted six 

pages to a tribute to Bro. WrLLIAM R. BowEN, in which he gives there

marks made at a special meeting of the Grand Lodge after the lodge room 

services. The remainder of the report is upon the topical plan. 

Under the head of "Landmarks and Constitutions," he says: 

"While it is generally true that in this country the civil official derive~ 
all his author ity as such ·from the constitution of the state or nation, and 
that he, as an officer, is the creature of the constitution, it does not by any 
means follow that in masonic law the Grand Master is dependent alone for 
his authority upon the Grand Lodge Constitution. The officfl itsPlf, and its 
authority derived from the ancient landmarks, which no Grand Lodge can 
alter or change, do not depend upon a constitution. The sovereignty over 
the craft was, in 1717, by the Grand Masters largely res ignPd to the keeping 
of the Grand ~.odges, but upon conditions fixed by a solemn agreement which 
is to-day as btnding as a landmark, that the ancient landmarks should 110t 
be altered n0r changed, and that there should be no innovation mad e in the 
body of Masonry. Every Grand Lodge Constitution recognizes, and every 
body of masons recognized as such, explicitly acknowledges the binding 
force of these provisions. In compliance with these principles of jurispru
dence, every regularly made mason and member of its institutions owes 
primary obligation to the Grand Master, and no lodge can for a moment 
exist except under obedience to the authority of a Grand Master." 

He then gives a brief history of the formation of the Grand Lodge of N e

braska, and of this he says: 

"These proceedings were had in strict compliance with masonic polity as 
contemplated in the Grand Lodge system. It marks a distinct difference 
from th e American system of civil constitutional government. It in a very 
pronounced manner demonstrates the fact that the Grand Master and the 
Grand Lodge of Nebraska are in no sense creatures of the constitution 
which was crented by the Grand Master and the Grand Lodge. Nearly all 
of the older Grand Lodges, and a large majority of a ll the masonic jurists 
and writers, recognize the difference beLween the two systems. Some hav
mg declared them~elves upon the question, reasoning from the civil law, 
without iuvestigation and consideration, seemingly in pride of their an
nounced opinion, endeavor to maintain the erroneous view." 

We are glad to see such strong support of the doctrine that masonic law 

is not based on civil law. 

He devotPs nearly a page to "Jurisd iction over Candidates" nnd "The 

Maine Plan." He makes a statement of it, quoting from our report, buL 

not indicating bis own opinion. Then comes the question of "Physical 

Qualifications," giving the views entertained by different mnsons without in

dicating to which he gives preference, and the same is true of his discussion 

of the •; Wisconsin Plan." 

He discusses the Washington matter, beginning as follows: 

"Don Qnix( te's zeal in his heroic endeavor to revive kn ight errantry was 
no less madness than that displayed by our Washington brother in his at-
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tempt to convince the masonic world that American Negro Masonry should 
be recognized. The wonder is that his Grand Lodge should have consented 
to act the part of Sancho Panza in the play." 

He gives something of the history of the matter and the views of others, 
and adds among other things : 

"The action of the Grand Lodge of Washington is so clearly in open de
fiance of its duty to those Grand Lodges in whose jurisdiction the nel!ro 
lodges exist and have been by said Grand Lodges declared clandestinP. that 
nothing remains but to suspend fratern al relations until the wrongfu l act is 
rescinded. No wonder that Massachusetts, Pennsylvania and New York, 
acted promptly. These states, from the earliest history of those spurious 
lodges, had the matter to deal with. Now, if a member of a lodge declared 
to be cland estine by the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, where it exists, 
seeks fraternal admission to a lodge in Washington, be may be atlmitted 
und er sanction of the Grand Lodge of Washington. 

" The only plea available in excuse for the Grand Lodge of Washi ngton's 
act, is that of ignorance-not of the facts, but of the fundam ental principles, 
of masonic jurisprudence; an ignorance inexcusable in those who presume 
to act as leaders in any Grand Lodge. Honored and trust.ed by their breth
ren, elevated to the highest offices in the gift of the craft, they betray their 
trust, in this case assuming to overthrow a principle of jurisprutlence es
tablished by the unanimous consent of American Grand Lodges, including 
that of Washington itself." 

He discusses Mexican Masonry to some extent, but concludes that we had 

best make haste slowly. 

He discusses Peru and Cuba, and devotes two pages to "Patriotic Utter

ances." 

He devotes some space to " Literature of Freemasonry," concluding as 
follows: 

"Most of tho~e engaged in writing reports on correspondence and reviews 
of the proceedings of Grand Bodies, their wits sharpened by controvers.v and 
the criticisms of their brethren of the guild, are careful in the statements 
they make, and, thus prodded, they search the records and prese11t the re
sults of research and study. How easy it is to secure the advantages these 
productions afford. And what excuse can the Master of a lodge give for 
ignoring them and cnntinuing to plod along in the dark? · And then the aspi
rants for the honors of the chair, should they not improve thei r minds by the 
ex ploration of the rich field of masouic lore, and stand ready to correct the 
fr~queu t blunders of the lazy Master in his iustructions, or, as in too many 
cases, an entire fai lure to ii1strnct his brethreiJ ? Don't forget that the uwst 
in1portant office of a Master is that of iustructor, and that in many l\ case 
he does not fill the bill at all. See to it that none but the intelligt:o nt, the 
studious and the faithful , are exalted to leadership, and Freemasonry will 
sustain that position it so justly deserves." 

\Ve do not find the appointmeut of the committee for the next year, but 

we presume Bro. l'HELPS will continue, and we hope that he will be allowed 

to perform the other part of the duties of this committee, and note the action 

and condition of each Grand Lodge. 
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NEVADA, 1899. 

Tha Grand Master, MATm:w KYLE, thus speaks of the condition of the 

craft: 

" A review of the returns from the various constituent lodges sho ws a 
slight decrease in numbers, but Masonry is not measured by numbers. It 
is the innate strength of the individual mason, his work in the community, 
and his "tanding as a man, that measures the worth of onr glorious Frater
nit.v. My observation of the ever constant inftuencP. of Masonry has con
vinced me that when a man becomes a mason he becomes a b~tter man. and 
if I have any injunction to give the brethren it is to exhort them to confor m 
with earn estnes~ to the teachings of Masonry. A faithful reliance upon its 
precepts wiil aid us in every battle and encourage us in our struggle fur 
higher ideals." 

He discusses at some length the WashiJJgton matter, giving the correspond

ence which he had with Grand Master UPTON, and the matter is discussed 

at some length by a special committee which he had appointed in advance. 

But in the present condition of the question, we do not deem it nlcessary to 

rev iew their deliverances at length. 

We wish, however, to refer to his reply to the letter of Grand Master 

UPTON, briefly . He shows conclusively that the first statement of Grand 

Master UPTON, that "The Grand Lodge of Washington has not recognized 

negro Grand Locl ges or expressed any intention of doing so; but it did 
adopt the report of a committee which declared that no proposal to enter 

into relations with the negro Grand Lodges is involved," is utterly erroneous, 

because no matter what the Grand Lodge of Washington may say, it must 

be judged by what -it does. 

In reply to the proposition of Grand Master U I'TON that the action of 

other Grand Lodges was an attack upo11 the sovereignty of the Grand Loclge 

of Washington, he says: 

"As regards the matter of Supreme or Supreme Exclusive Ju risd iction, 
I have only to say that this Grand Lodge adheres to the American doctrine 
(so·called) namely, that the Grand Lodge first taking possession of, and as
serting its supremacy over, a given territory, has exclusive control in all 
matters pertain ing to Masonry within its territorial limits. But I hold that 
in the exercise of this control it should be governed by the Ancient Land
marks, mason ic usage and that comity which should ever exist between 
Grand Lodges, as I deem it just as essential that peace and harmony should 
prevail among Grand LfJdges as between individual mas•ms. That when 
one Urand Lodge declares a person, or class of persons, within its jurisdic
tion, illegitimate :1-nd chtndestine, other Gra nd Lodges should respect such 
declaration . For example, the Grand Lodge of Ohio has d~clarecl that per
sons, cla iming to be masons, who were made in, or who affiliate with, 
certain lodges in its juris,lirtion, are clandestine. Now, for your Grand 
Lodge or any other, to say that such persons, upon entering another juris
diction, a re relievect from the ban of illegitimacy, would be in disregard of 
(if not a landmark,) at least masonic usage and Grand Lodge comity, and 
should not be tolerated." 
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He had some correspondence with the Grand Lodge of Wyoming, in rela

tion to a General G rand J>odge, to which, however, he was opposerl. 

He gives an account of some of his visits, and he reports the lodges visited 

in good cond ition , and anx ious to ful fi l their mason ic obligations under all 

circumstances and to secure correctness in the work. 

He urges the brethren to make special efforts to secure the affiliation of all 

masons who are not alrearl y members. 
He recommends that the three years limit on Grand Representati ves be 

repealed as it enta ils upon the Grand Secretary a large amount of labor, and 
he says further that the amount paid the Grand Secreta ry is entirely inade

quate for the labor .which he is called upon to perfo rm. 
We do not find that the recom mendation in relation to the terms of Rep

resentatives was adopted, but the salary of the Grand Secreta ry was in
creased. T he following resolutions in relation to t he Washi ngton matter 

reported by the committee were adopted with but one dissenting vote : 

" Re.~o lved , That Masonry is universal ; that neither race color or creed are 
among the tests proper to be applied to determine the fitn ess of a person ap
plying for the degrees, save and except he must believe in the existence of 
a God. 

" Resolved, That we are un equ ivocally opposPd to, and protest against the 
resolutions as arlopted by the Grand Lodge of Washington, recogniz ing per
sons as masons who cla im to have been made masons in lodges working 
under charters issued by Prince Hall African Grand Lodge of Boston, or 
l'rince Hall Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, as we hold a ll such to be &puri
ous masons and unmasonic bod ies; and t he possible establishment of a Grand 
Lodge of co-ord inate jurisdiction in that State, believing as we do th at only 
one Grand Lodge can be erected and main tained in the same jurisdiction, 
and that such Grand Lodge should not offer or consent to d ivide with another 
Grand Body the control of the craft in any state; as in our opinion such an 
act would be fatal to the fratern al and social advantages of Masonry. 

" Resolved, That we fraternall y request and demand of the Grand Lodge of 
Washington, a reconsidera tion of its en tire action on the subject of Negro 
Masonry ; and that until such time as the said Grand Lodge sha ll have with
drawn its recognition of illegally constitu ted lorlges and clandestine masons 
we recorntllend tha t t he fratern al relations with the Grand Lodge of Wash
ington and the members thereof and all masons made in that jurisdiction be 
suspended." 

The Grand Lodge decided upon the report of a committee, tha t in a case 

in which thn Master refused to aliow a motion to be determined by the 

lodge, after he had allowed a vote to be taken upon a proposed amendment 

and defeated, he acted erroneously, say ing, however, that if he had con

t inued the whole subject to the next meeting, be might have been justified. 
If we understand this, we do not ·qnite agree. If a motion is made in a 

lodge which is in violation of masonic law, the Master, of course, may re

fuse to enterta in it. But we hold that if it is proposed to amend it, he may 
enterta in an amendment which will relieve the motion of its illegality, and 

then if tb e amend ment is defeated he has no other recourse than to reject 

the motion. 
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We find in the supplement that the Grand Master had received notice of 

the action of the Grand Lodge of Washington in 1899, and thereupon he 
issued his edict, the conclusion of which is as follows: 

·'The Grand Lodge of Washington, at its annual communication held 
June 13 and 14, 1899, having rescinded that portion of its resolutions recog
nizing the legitimacy of Negro Masonry, I therefore, in accordance with the 
reRolution of the Grand Lodge of Nevada, hereby proclaim that the edict of 
this Grand Lodge suspending fraternal relations with the Grand Lodge of 
Washington, its members and all masons in that jurisdiction, is removed; 
and I extend a hearty welcome to the Grand Lodge of Washington upon its 
return to its former conditions of fraternal love and peace with this and its 
sister Grand Jurisdictions." 

The Report on Correspondence (pages 94) was presented by Bro. A. D. 
Bmu. As heretofore, he confines his report very closely to an abstract of 

the more important matters, supplementing it with appropriate extracts. 

In reply to a brother who expressed the wish that he would make more 

comments, he says: 

"Brother M. thinks we had better 'out with an opinion,' once in a 
while. We prefer to give the doings and arguments of other jurisdictions to 
our Nevada readers on many questions, that may sometime arise in ours, so 
that they can see the matter from both sides. We are a child yet in many 
of the masonic questions, but hoping we may learn from the wisdom of our 
elders and in time be able to give good and wholesome advice." 

He devotes a good deal of his report to the Washington matter, copying 

the report of the committee of the Grand Lodge of Kentucky in full. 

He says that when he read Bro. UPTON's report, he accepted it as correct, 

but when he came to read the other reports touching the question, he came 

to the conclusion that Bro. UPTON had erred. 

NEW BR.UNSWICK, 1899. 

The Grand Master held a special session on Sunday following the festival 

of St. John, to attend divine services. Quite a large number of lodges were 

very fully represented. He opened the Grand Lodge in ample form and, 

after returning from the services, closed it. 

At the annual communication, the Grand Master, THOMAS W ..lLKER, says: 

" While the year, which has just passed, has not been marked with any 
striking event in our history, peace and harmony have prevailed within our 
border and much good masonic work has been quietly done. 

"The reports of the District Deputy Grand Masters, which are hereto ap
pended, will show more fully the condition of the craft, and with one excep
tion, are hopeful of the future. 

"Our relations with sister Grand Lodges continue to be most friendly 
and harmonious." 

He announced the death of several Past Masters, some of whom are known 

to us here in Maine. 
APP. 10 G. L. 
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While the number of his official visits had fallen short of what he had in

tended, he made quite a large number, and for the most part founcl the 
lodges in good condition and doing the work well. There were a few ex

ceptions which he noted, and called the attention of the lodge to It, at the 

time. 

His suggestions were received very kindly, and there is no doubt but that 

the brethren profited by them. 

The Grand Secretary reported a slight net gain in the total membership. 

As we understand it the debt of the Grand Lodge had been decreased by 

$500. 
The proposition to consolidate the three Grand Lodges of Prince Edward's 

Island, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick was considerably discussed, and 

the following was adopted: 

" That Section 9 of the report of tbe board be adopted and tha t a com
mittee of three be appointed to meet with the committees of the Grand 
Lodges of Nova l::lcotia and Prince Edward Island , and discuss with them 
the proposed union of the three Grand Lodges, but that the appointment of 
such committee shall not be held as committing this Grand Lodge in any 
way to the principle of such union." 

The other business of the Grand Lodge was of a routine character. One 

interesting incident was the unveiling of a portrait of the late Grand 

Master, RonERT T. CLINCH, with appropriate ceremonies. 
In relation to the matter of suspending members for non-payment of dues, 

the board report that a more regular and faithful performance of duty by 

the Secretaries of lodges, would largely overcome the difficulty. 

The following was also adopted: 

"That it is the duty of Worshipful Masters of Lodges to see that no can
didate be advanced who has not passed a satisfactory examination in ·open 
lodge according to the provisions of the Constitution; that they should in
truct not only the lodge but its officers by the exemplification of the ritual, 
and that they should personally interest themselves in seeing that the menl
bers attend, so that those seeking advancement will be posted in their work , 
but the board have no reason to believe that Worshipful Masters in this 
jurisdiction are so derelict in their duty to their lodges or the fraternity as 
not to see that these matters are en forced and performed. 

"That the sum of two hundred dollars be placed at the disposal of the 
Grand Master to pay the expenses of providing such instruction in ritual , to 
lodges outside of the city of Saint John, as may be deemed necessary. The 
board suggest that the ritual committee should be called toge ther at as early 
a date as possible, and further it is the opinion of the board that t1le ritual 
committee should hold quarterly or half-yearly meetings, so that any ques
tions arising as to the ritual may be rliscussed and settleu. 

The report of the District Deput ies show, on the whole, a prosperous con

dition of the lodges, and we are glad to find reason for beliE>ving that the 

craft in our neighboring jurisdiction is in a more prosperous condition. 

We have not the means of determining the wisdom of the proposed 
amalgamation of tbe three Grand Lodges, and shall await the issue with 
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very gre<tt interest. It is certain that a small Grand Lodge is very apt to 
be, in one sense, a weak one, because it throws upon a comparatively small 
number of masons the support of a Grand Lodge, which necessarily involves 
a great deal of expense. 

No Report on Correspondence. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE, ·1899. 

The frontispiece is an excellent group picture of the elective Grand Officers. 
The usual semi-annual communication was held for the exemplification of 

the work, at which nearly all the lodges in the State were represented. 
This method of instructing the lodges would be quite impracticable in Maine 
on account of our extent of territory, while in New Hampshire it seems to 
be an exceedingly good one. 

At the aunual communication, the Grand Master, JoHN McLANE, congrat
ulated the Grand Lodge that Freemasonry in that jurisdiction is in "a 
strong and prosperous condition, increasing in power and numbers," apd he 
believes that still greater progress had been made in moral and spiritual 

growth. 
He announced the death of three members of the Grand Lodge, Bros. 

EDWARD GusTINJC, Judge l~AAC W. SMITH and CHARLES A. TuFTS, with 
all of whom we were personally acquainted. They have ali been ornaments 
of Masonry by their high character and service in a}! the walks of life. 

The Grand Master dedicated a new Masonic Hall at Wilton, which was 
the gift of Bro. DA vw A. GREGG, of Nashua. 

The Grand Master says that no single lodge in the State has a Temple 
that will equal this for elegance and beauty. A cut of it is published in the 
Proceedings, and certainly our Wilton brethren are to be congratulated. 

He also de<licated a new Masonic Hall at Lisbon, one of the largest and 
best appointed in the State, outside of the lar-ger cities. 

He attended the Centennial celebration of Hiram Lodge, No. 9, at 
which a historical address was delivered by Bro. CHARLES B. SPOFFORD, 
and which had been "printed for private circulation." 

We trust that the word "private" does· not mean that the brethren in 
other jurisdictions shall not have the benefit of this address by a brother 
who has a high reputation in this bratwh of masonic research. 

Of the nec('ssity of the presence of a charter, he says: 
"It is an old and well-understood masonic law 'that the charter must be 

present at the opening,' but to hold that action of the lodge, otherwise all 
r ight, upon snch a matter as granting a dirnit is void unless the charter is in 
the lodge room at the time, is a very narrow interpretation of the law gov
eming this subject. The charter is the evidence of authority to assemble 
and work and should always be present, but if by accident it happens to be 
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locked up in a safe in the ante-room, or at the home of the master, to con
tend that all business transacted at a communication held under such cir
cumstances is illegal would lead to complicn.tions that would be very tro,lble
some. If there was any question as to the existence of the charter it would 
be a very different matter, but admitting that the lod ge has a charter, the 
mere matter of its being in the lodge room all the time is not in my opinion 
important." 

He announced that the Nashua brethren had paid for a lot for the Me sonic 
Home, and that c?nsiderable sums of money had been subscribed for the 
building, and he hoped that the agent of the trustees, who would soon call 
on each lodge, would be received witu a spirit of liberality worthy of this 

noble charity. 
He gives a brief history of the Washington matter, in which he says: 
"They can never be recognized as regular or lawful masonic bodies 

until the well-settled and long-established law of masonic Grand Lodge juris
diction and the whole system of government is overturned." 

The reports of the District Deputy Grand Masters show that they had 
performed their duties and visited nearly every lodge in the state, and the 
result justifies the statement of the Grand Master that the craft is in a pros

perouS condition. 
The Grand Lodge accepted the very able report of the Committee on Juris

prudence, presented by Bro. JosEPH W. FELLows, proposing to change from 
trial by the lodge to the method adopted in Massachusetts of U'ial by com
mission. Among the reasons given, are the following: 

"Your committee has had considerable experience in the examination 
' and consideration of this'subject and matters incident thereto . A connec

tion for more than twenty-five years in this Grand Lodge with the matter 
of trials and the treatment of questions in a legal aspect has impressed upon 
them the danger of unjust and unwarranted verdicts and the desirability of 
establishing some other method of trying masonic offences. Of course, 
the accused is generally a member of the lodge where the tr ial is hdd. It 
often happens that he has personal friends and possibly those who are un
friendly in the lodge. The trial usually occasions feeling aud much interest, 
which frequently becomes of a partisan nature. Members of the lodge 
form opinions concerning his crime before the evidence is heard and some
t imes endeavor to affect the judgment of the lodge by other influences than 
a fair and unprejudiced exam in ation of the evidence. Occasionally mem
bers will hear a portion of the evidence at a trial but not the whole, and 
very often testimony is admitted which is wholly incompetent, and verdicts 
are obtained by such means as render them incousistent and unjust, anrl as 
we have before remarked compel the Grand Lodge to set them aside. 
:Frequently members of the lodge are relatives or in other ways connected 
with the accused in such a manner as to render them wholly incapable of an 
impartial judgment. Sometimes there are those who for personal reasous 
are hostile and far from beiug free of prejud ice against the accused, and 
who under the rules of law governing the selection of jurors or members of 
other tribunals for trials of civil causes would be wholly disqualified to act. 
Cases become a sort of a neighborhoorl controversy. .Politics, religion, 
social relations and otber matters interfere, and influences crop out which 
totally destroy the idea of an impartial hearing of the evidence and absolute
ly prevent a legal judgment." 
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It must be admittP.d tbat tbis is true in almost every jurisdiction. Since 
Massachusetts has adopted this plan, we have watched the operation of it 
very closely, and, as we have elsewhere stated, it seems to us to have worked 
well , and we are informed that the fraternity are entirely satisfied with it. 

Amendments t o the Constitution necessary to the adoption of this plan, 
were submitted. 

The Grand Lorl ge decided that the granting of a dimit cannot be made 
conditional upon payment of a fee, because any member of a lodge in good 
standing and clear upon the books is entitled to a dimit. 

Bro. F~: LLows, for the Committee on Jurisprudence, submitted a compara
tively brief report in relation to the Washington matter, holding with the 

other Grand Lodges, but deeming the severing of fraternal relations a deplor-· 
able step to take, and hoping that the Grand Lodge of Washington would re

consider its action in this respect and remove all cause for dissatisfaction, 
and recommended that a fin al determination of the matter be postponed un til 
the next annual communication. 

The Heport on Correspondence (143 pp.), was presented by Bro. A. S. 
WAIT. It is carefully and ably written, but with somewhat less of discus
sion than in some of his form er reports. 

He quotes the following, and says that it is the sound masonic view of the 
subject: 

"We were taught, and always believed, that the right to masonic relief 
did not exist; that such relief was free, and measured only by the necessity 
of the case and the ability of the donor. To say that a Master Mason is 
entitled to relief from the funds of the lodge, or that he is a special charge 
on the lodge, is to put the matter on an entirely different footing, and places 
Masonry in the same category as those benefit societies where a member, so 
long as he pays his dues, ha8 a right to claim relief from the lodge." 

In his review of the District of Columbia, he sa.ys: 

"The committee discuss the rloctrine of perpetual jurisdiction over re
jected candidates with great ab ili ty and learn ing, reaching the conclusion 
that that doctrine has no support in the landmarks or the ancient char~es 
of Masonry; that it is not the law of the Grand Lodge of England ; that it 
does not obtain in the masonic jurisdictions of continental Europe, and that 
it exists in this country only by virtue of the special legislation of the 
American Grand Lodges. With these views the committee recommend 
legislat ion in substantial accordance with the Maine resolutions. We have 
read this report with great interest, and cannot escape the impression that 
the argument of the committee in support of their conclusion is unanswer
able." 

He speaks of the address of Grand Master LocKE as an able masonic 
paper. Ile rliscusses various· matters in our report of 1898. 

He does not care to discuss further the proposition that a rejection is, 
under masonic law, a judgment of the lodge that the candidate is not then 
fi t to be a mason . Nor do we; those who hold to the doctrine of perpetual 
jurisdiction, or to a time limit, are with us; those who hold that a rejection 
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amounts to nothing, are with him, and there is little prospect of a change in 
the views of either class. 

He returns, however, to another matter that we have discussed, saying: 
"Our brother still insists that a Grand Lodge may exist without constitu

ent lodges, and with no lack of adjective and adverbial emphasis; but no 
more than in tbe other case have we a disposition · to return to the discus
sion, especially, as we observed last year, our views have been extensively 
copied by the ablest contemporaneous masonic writers, have been expressly 
approved and endorsed by many and den ied by uone; and, as we then sug
gested, it is now still more apparent that, as ide from our brother of Maine, 
there is among competent masons but one opinion." 

It is very funny that we have not happened to see any of those endorse
ments. 

It wonld seem to be enough for us to call attention to the fact that it is 
the law of the Grand Lodges of Maine, New Hampsh ire, Vermont, Massa
chusetts and many others. The Constitutions of these Graud Lodges pre
scribe "of what the Grand Lodge consists," and give to each member a 
vote, with no discrimination whatever as to the rights, powers or duties of 
any of the members, and no provision whatever that the presence of any 
particular class of members is necessary. 

It is true, however, that many Grand Lodges have adopted an innovation, 
borrowed from the civil law, that the Grand Lodge cannot be opened unless 
a particular number or proportion of the lodges are represented. 

The Grand Lodge of Michigan has recently had a laughable experience in 
this respect. It is one of those which have a quorum requirement, with no 
exception. It has a! ways been in the habit of laying corner stones, and per
forming other ceremonies, as is the custom everywhere else save in Pennsyl
vania. But somebody "raised the question of a quorum," (not exactly as 
they do in Congress, however) and the Grand Lodge was obliged to decide 
in effect that it had been habitually violating its own law, and that when 
those ceremonies are performed, the work is not done by the Grand Lodge, 

but by the Grand Officers! We have noticed that one or more Grand Lodges 
except these "Ceremonial meetings " from the quorum clause. In Michi
gan, it would be practically impossible fo r the Grand Lodge to bury its de
ceased Grand Master. 

All this illustrates the truth of the proposition first enunciated, we believe, 
by our late Bro. VAux, that ." Freemasonry is a law unto itself," and every 
attempt to assimilate our laws to the civil la w, is a departure from the 
ancient ways. 

In this connection he says: 
"We feel obliged, however, in self vindication, to recur to one asse rtion 

of our brother, in which he accuses us, with entire apparent confidence, of 
making statements which 'are utterly erroneous, ' and emphasized with his 
own ita lics. We saitl and which he reproduces: 
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"The anti-mason excitement having measurably passed away, the officers 
of four of the extinct lodges, with the last Junior Grand Warden and many 
of the late officers and members of the old Grand Lodge, held a meeting in 
.rune, 1841, and undertook to resuscitate and re-organize the Grand Lodge of 
Michigan. 

"This is the treatment we receive for making this statement, Brother 
Drummond's italics with the rest: 

"There is only one trouble in this for him and his argument; his state
ments are utterly erroneous: the' last Junior Grand Warden'' was not there: 
no other late officer of the old Grand Lodge was there; and so far as the record 
shows, no one who had ever been a member of the old Grand Lodge was 
there; in fact, no pretence was ever made that any Grand Officer who was 
'regularly installed in 1832 (or at the last election, whether previous or sub
sequent to that date) authorized, approved or attended the meeting in June, 
1841.' In fact, there were not, so far as appears, seven officers or perma
nent members of the old Grand Lodge living in Michigan in June, 1841. 
The movement was started by immigrant masons, who had never been mem
bers of a lodge in Michigan and was consummated by 'delegates,' who were 
not Masters or Wardens under the old Grand Lodges, but from lodges which 
had no legal existence. We refer our brother to the historical sketch by 
Foster Pratt, published by the Grand Lodge of Michigan in its Reprint of 
its Proceedings, pp. 42, &c., and the Proceedings of the Old Grand Lodge 
published in connection with it." 

WhilE- this matter is scarcely worth noticing, yet if we notice it at all, 
we must repeat with emphasis what we said before : 

1. The " officers of four of the extinct lodges " were not there. 
2. The Junior Grand Warden was not there. 
3. No one of the officers or members of the Old Grand Lodge was there. 

As to dw first , Bro. WAIT does not in his reply claim that that part of his 

former ~tatement was not erroneous: the record shows that but three lodges 
were claimed to be represented; one of them was a lodge u. n., created by 
the dispensation of the old Junior Grand Warden, although the old Deputy 

Grand Master was still alive, in the State, and able to act: one of the others 
was illegally set to work by the same Junior Grand Warden,and was no 
lodge at all. 

As to the seconrl point, the historian, Bro. FosTER PRATT, speaking of the 
statement upon which Bro. WAIT relies, that the Junior Grand Warden was 
present, says, "But he did not attend the meeting." 

The italics are Bro. PRATT's. But the record has now been printed, and 
the Junior Grand Warden is not stated to be present. This record, taken in 
connection with masonic usage, is conclus ive evidence that he was not there. 
As matter of fact, six persons only are named as being present, and each 

one of them was a Grand Officer protem.; and even then, there were not enough 
present to till the offices ordinarily required for the opening of a lodge ; and 
if more had been present they would have filled more of the offices. 
The committees appointed were confined to these six; every motion was 
made by .)ne of those six: no other person is named till they come to the 
election of Grand Officers, when five of them were elected, and four others, 
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but the latter were not there to be installed and they had to hold an ad
journed meeting to install the Grand Officers! At the adjourned meeting, 
the acting officers are named, and seven "additional delegates." The 
Grand Officers elect (except the Grand Master) were then installed. 

As to the third statement, no one now pretends that any officer or mem
ber of the old Grand Lodge was there. 

Bro. WAIT took the ~tatement from a letter from the Grand Secretary of 
the illegal Grand Lodge, in his last desperate effort to secure recognition 
from the Grand Lodge of New York: and every material statement in the 
paragraph quoted and relied on by Bro. WAIT has been shown to be untrue, 
or else so misleading as to be practically untrue. For example, he said that 
at the meeting we have mentioned "a large majority resolved to resume"
"a large majority/' when there were only six in all! 

Bro. WAIT says further: 
"We should here premise, for purposes of perspicuity, that a convention 

of masons, called by circular and newspaper notice, was held at Mt. Clemens, 
Michigan, on the 15th day of November, 1840, with a view .to the revival of 
Masonry in the state. It was composed of immigrants to the state, and no 
member of the Grand Lodge, or of any subordinate lodge was present. 
This was the 'movement' alluded to in the above quotation from Brother 
Drummond. It came to nothing, however, further than perhaps awaken
ing the interest which led to the subsequent movement which claimed for 
itself legitimacy, and to which we alone alluded." 

This is apparently a denial of the later part of our statement quoted by 
him. 

Bro. PRATT says (and he is undoubtedly correct) that that first convention 
adjourned to meet May 5, 1841. In the interim the committee appointed 
by that convention conferred with the old masons, and learned of the former 
existence of a Grand Lodge, and at the adjourned meeting resolved that it 
could see no reason why the old Grand Lodge cannot convene itself; and it 
"induced" the Junior Grand Warden to call the meeting of June 2, 1841, 
and those present were the ones who held the former meetings : the leading 
spirit in the whole matter was the (irand Secretary, who wrote the letter tu 
the Grand Lodge of New York, and he was an "immigrant." 

When we reach the end of Bro. WAIT's review, we find that be says that 
it is quite immaterial to his argument whether the Junior Gran(\ Warden 
was present or not! The inquiry naturally arises, why did he use it then? 
And more than that, w;hy doeS" be now devote nearly five pages in an effort 
to show that the statement was correct? 

In his review of Mississippi he says: 
''Among the decisions reported by the Committee on Law and Jurispru

dence is one to the effect that secreting one's self when charged with an 
offence against the law so that process cannot be served upon him, consti
tutes a masonic offence. "Absconding in the face of a public charge, in
volving moral turpitude, is the equivalent,' the committee say, 'of confess-
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ing guilt .' They enlarge upon the rule thus a nnounced , but this is the plain, 
clear doctrine la id down. An opinion much in the same direction bas, if we 
remember rightly , been ·la id down by Brother Drummond, of Maine. It 
may not improbably be thought that these two distinguished authorities 
should be regarded as sufficieut to establish the doctrine as the settled 
masonic law, and that only rashness can presume to question it. We do 
not, however, readily accede to this view, and we do not believe that sound 
reason can justify it. That absconding or secreting one's self in face of a 
criminal charge is evidence tending to show guilt, there can, we suppose, be 
no doubt, and it is uniformly so held in all judicial courts. But it was never, 
so far as we ever heard, held by any court that it was conclusive evidence 
of guilt, precluding evidence of actual innocence. In the history of crim
inal jurisprudence there have been many. cases where innocent men charged 
with crime have absconded in the face of a debauched public sentimAnt in 
order to avo id an unfair trial. Before it is conceded that absconding or se · 
creting one's self is 'the equivalent' of a confe&lion of guilt, we can but 
think that the subject should undergo further examination." 

We do not understand that the Mississippi decision goes so far as llro. 

WAI T holds, and when we come to get the views of all concerned we doubt 

if there would be auy ma terial difference a mong us. 

The force of the evidence must depend upon the circumstances of each 

case, and ordinarily we think that absconding under such circumstances is 

sufficient evidence of guilt to require a conviction, uuless the inferences to 

be drawn from it are rebutted by other testimony. We have never held, 

and we do not think that the Mississippi com mittee intended to hold, that it 

is conclusive evidence. 

Referring to the Grand Dieta, and replying to Bro. VINCIL, of Missouri, he 

well says: 

"He is right in his feeling of assurance that we do not favor the existence 
of a General Grand Lodge in the Uuited States. Our objection is uot based 
on any idea that the adoption of such an organ ization would be any neces
sary departure from the principles of the masonic institution. It is from 
views of policy, and not of principle, that we are nn willing to see such an 
organization of Masonry in the Un ite<! States. It does not follow, as we 
conceive, that it might not, uuder conditions existing elsewhere, afford the 
most successful and best means of governing the craft. We think it wholly 
a matter of choice with the membership of the fraternity, whether they will 
organize themselves uuder independent Grand Lodges in the several states, 
or under a system of Grand Lodges united under a supreme governing body 
over the whole. We think the one system just as legitimate as the other, 
aud that Mexican masons having seen fit to adopt for themselves the latter 
systPm furnishes to to our minds no objection whatever to their recognition 
by Grand Lodges of the Unite<! States." 

He discusses briefly the Wash ington ma tter, but prefers to leave it for 

further developments, but be well says: 

" We feel called upou, however, to say that, on reading the report of the 
Washington comm ittee, including the resolutions with which it concludes, 
we understood it, as have all other brethren who have expressed their views 
upon it, to be a very clear and explicit recommendation to the Grand Lodge 
to declare the legitimacy of and to extend recoguition to all the negro lodges 
deriving their descent from the so-called African or Prince Hall Grand 
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Lodge, and to admit the members of those bodies to visitation in the lodges, 
and to all the rights and privileges of affiliated masons among the craft of 
Washington. And the adoption of that report we understood to be the 
enactment of snch as the rule to be recognized and practiced as the law of 
the masonic jurisdiction of the State of Washington. If, as they now claim, 
such was not the intention of that report, we most fervently hope its authors 
will as speedily as practicable bring about such a modification in it as will 
satisfy the evident demand of the united sentiment of American masons.'' 

NEW JERSEY, 1900. 

A fine portrait of the retiring Grand Master, M. W. Bro. JosiAH W. EwAN, 

is given as a frontispiece. 

An emergent communication was held June 14, 1899, under a call from 

the Grand Master, "For the purpose of considering the very urgent and im

mediate need for additional accommodations at our Masonic Home." 

The Grand Lodge had voted to take the expense of this from the perma

nent fund, but when that came to be conside.red the committee was very 

ad verse to it, and the calling of this aession was the result. Thereupon, 

after a lengthy discussion, the following preambles and resolutions were 

adopted by a vote of three hundred and ninety-four to one hundred and 

thirty-four: 

"WHEREAs, The Most Worshipul Grand Master has called this Grand 
Lodge in Emergent Communication 'for the purpose of considering the very 
urgent and immediate need for additional accommodations at our Masonic 

• Home '; therefore, 
"Resolved, That this Grand Lodge fully approves of the action of the 

Most Worshipful Grand Master, in assembling the Grand Lodge for the 
purpose of considering the object as stated in his circular letter of May 6th. 

"Resolved, That the Committee on Masonic Home is authorized and in
structed to enlarge the present Home, and that an assessment of $1.50 per 
capita, as per last returns of the lodges, is levied upon the lodges for that 
purpose. 

"WHERius, The last communication of the Grand Lodge authorized the 
Committee on Masonic Home 'to pay the cost of all extensions to the Home 
property out of the Permanent Fund,' the comm ittee, in considering the 
subject, deemed it unwise to avail itself of the authority thus granted, be
lieving that the use of the fund for such purposes would be detrimental to 
the noble work; therefore, 

"Resolved, That this Grand Lodge sustains the committee in its deter
mination, and recommends that this resolution be rescinded as soon as 
possible. 

"Resolved, ·That the assessment of $1.50 per capita shall be payable by 
the fifteenth day of October, 1899." 

At the annual communication, the Grand Lodge was complimented by the 

pretience of distinguished visitors from New York, Pennsylvania and Dela

ware, who were received and welcomed, and responded in a fitting manner. 

The Grand Masters of New York and Pennsyivania were among them. 

The practice of visitations of this character seems to be on the increase, 
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and it is one to be highly commended, and will accomplish, as we believe, 

very excellent results. 
Grand Master EwAN announced among others, the death of Past Grand 

l\Iaster ,JutES H. DuRAND, and paid an eloquent tribute, and evidently a 

deserved one, to his n1 emory. The death of this brother was quite a shock 

to us, as we were prevented only by accident from being present on the oc

casion when ,he was stricken down, and read the announcement of it in the 

rooming papers of the next day. 

He also announced the death of Bro. GARR~:T A. HonART, Vice President 
of the United States, who, the Grand Master says, was an earnest and con

scientious mason, and always alive to the principles of the Institution. 

In accordance with the custom of that jurisdiction, he announced the 
d11ath of a large number of l'ast Masters, who, under the Constitution, are 

members of the Grand Lodge. 
Grand Master EwAN had performed a large number of official ac ts, and 

rendered some decision.s. Most of the former are of a routine character. 

We are gratified to find that while numerous requests for waiver of juris

diction by this Grand Lodge are received, they are acted upon in a true 

masonic spirit, and apparently never refused when the character of the can

didate is believed to be so satisfactory as to fit him to be a mason. To show 

the number of applications, we would say that seventy-five were gran ted to 
Pennsylvauia and New York, and twenty--five denied, and on the other 

. hand, a small number of requests were made to other jurisdictions, and 

about the same number from them were granted. 

There had been a few cases of fraudulent evasion of the law, in which 

rejected candidates had succeedell in being accepted in other jGrisdi~tions, 

but these were very promptly and severely dealt with, as they onght to be. 

The Grand Master reviews the Washington maLter, and he is not satisfied 

with the action of Washington last year. He says: 
"I believe its intentions were to repeal, absolutely, the offensive resolu

t ion, but the words do not carry out this belief. 
"I ~tm credibly informed, in fact I have read a letter from the present 

Grand Master of Washington, in which he states, in the most emphatic 
manner, that no person who is not regular in every sense of the word can 
he admitted to any subordinate lodge in Washington, anct that it is not per
missible for persons hailing from lodges trac ing their origin to Prince Hall 
Lodge o~· others of like masonic standing to gain adm ission. 

"This decision of Grand Master Seeman holds good while he is Grand 
Master. Will his successor decide otherwise, even as his predecessor 
decided? 

"I am of the opinion that it is unwise to remove our interdict until it is 
positively determined by the Grand Lodge of Washington whether New 
J ersey has any right to review or question the admission to their lodges of 
persons we have declared to be clandestine and irregular." 

l-Ie gives a brief account of the exercises of the Centennial Anniversary, 
speaking in high terms of the action, and of the excellent results of it. 
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He ha<l apparently spent a good deal of his time in examining candidates 

as to their physical qualifications. E ither personally, or by a Depnty, he 

had examined forty-four, thirty-three of whom he held to be eligible and 

eleven ineligible. We think that his experience suggests that the action in 

one of the jurisdictions, which we have already noticed, in leaving the fact 

to the lodges, and requiring them to decide, is a wise one. This action sug

gests that either the laws are very strict in that jurisdiction, or a much 

larger percentage of J ersey men are cripples than we had imagined! 

He makes an earnest appeal in behalf of ;the Masonic Home and the pres

ervation of the permanent fund. He says that a very large number of 

lodges had promptly complied with the order of the Grand Lodge at the 

emergent communication, and paid the assessment. Very few had asked 
for further time, and he believed that within a few days it would all have 

been paid. 

Among his decisions was one that candidates shall not be initiated in 

English-speaking lodges unless they understand the English language. This 

is a case which would seem to occur rarely, but we have an impression that 
we have read of an instance in which the work was done through an inter

preter. Of course, his decison would debar any one not understanding the 

English language from being made a mason in nearly all the jurisdic

tions in this country. 

He had an application to confer the degree at sight in what was deemed 

• a meritorious case, but he adopted the following course: 

"Trimble Lodge, No. 117, was to meet the followin g night, April 21st, 
and the young man was to leave before another lodge meeting. 

"Early the next morning I sent instructions to the Worshipful Master of 
that lodge to at once name a committee from his lodge, notify them of their 
appointment, and direct them to investigate the character and standing of 
Mr. McCormack, and be prepared to report that night. 

"The instructions were followed, and at the meeting of the lodge his pe. 
tition was presented, the committee reported, he was ba lloted for and 
elected. 

"It was my pleasure to be present in the lodge and confer the three de
grees upon him, assisted by the officers of Trimble Lodge. 

"After a statement made by me of the circumstances of the young brother, 
I am much gratified to state that by the almost unanimous vote of Trimble 
lodge, the initiation fee was generously donated to him to aid him in the 
extraordinary expenses he would be nnder while seeking to restore his 
health . -

"During the few days he remained in Camden he was carefully instructed 
and qualified to prove himself a mason. 

"Since be has been in Colorado his health has greatly improved, and he 
has had ample opportunity to realize and appreciate his masonic privileges. 

"No act of my official life has given me more satisfaction and pleasure. 
" I am a firm believer in the prerogative of a Grand Master to make 

masons at sight, but Jam equally as firm in my belief that this prerogative 
should not be exercised except in the most extreme emergency, and that 
cases justifying its exercise are exceedingly rare. 



Correspondence-New j ersey. 1 57 

In one case a res ident of New Jersey received the degrees in Scotland and 

took a dimit from the ledge. Unc!er the law of New Jersey, he cou ld not 

be recogn ized. After various attempts to come in lo correspondence with 

the autlrmities of Scotland , which resul ted in nothing, he ad visee! the party 

to com mence anew and take the degrees over again, and he did so. 

He urges that provision be ma<ie that when a brother, who has received 

one degree, does not present himself to take the remaining degrees within a 

given t ime, he shall be required to petition over again and submit to another 

ballot before he cau be advanced; a provision which has been found neces

sary in many jurisdictions. 

The report of the Committee on llhe Masonic Home states that at the 

time of the last annual communication there were twenty-two inm ates, of 

the average age of seven ty years; four had been admitted; one had died; 

two had voluntarily left; one had been expelled for persistent refusal to 
abide by the regulations, making the present number twenty-two, with two 

vacancies. But the re had been a very large number of appl ications unacted 

upon, and on that account, as already stated, they advised the Grand Master 

to call an emergent meeting of the Grand Lodge. The result was such that 

they were able to put an addition under contract at once, and when that 

shall be completed, the Home will accommodate eighty inmates in all. The 

expenditure for the year had been $6,639.22, or $288.66 per cap-ita, being 

about $900.00 greater than the receipts. 

Hev. Bro. H~; NRY R. RosE , of Newark, upon the invitation of the Grand 
Master, delivered a very fine address, in which he says: 

"The old hostility to our Order still exists bitterly in one ecclesiast.ical 
organ ization. Only the other day, in the city of F lushing, Long Island, 
a C&tholic priest was asked by one of the congregation whether a true Cath
olic could be a mason, and the reply was: ' No ; because Freemasonry is 
sin ful' From the point of view of the Hom an Catholic Church, our craft 
is sinful Th~ t misrepresentation is not only being foisted upon the minds 
of those who attend its churches, uut., because the reply was published in 
the newspapers, the re are thousands in the Protestant chu rches who will get 
the idea that our craft is organized and working for vicious ends." 

In one case a brother was convicted upon charges, but the lodge refused 

to inflict any punishment, and the Grand Master ruled tha t th at leaves the 

brother in good standing. The committee confi rmed this decision, say ing, 

however: 

" They have a lso considered the question presented by the Most Worship·· 
fu l Grand Maste r, in his address, as to the status of a brother convicted 
upon charges, whose lodge has refused to inflict any punishment. Your 
coJumittee adhere to the opinion, adopted by this Grand Lodge, that such a 
brother is in good standing, but your committee would emphatically state 
that a lodge which convict.s a brother of a masonic offence and refuses to 
inflict any punishment therefor, is a disgrace to the Fraterni ty, unworthy 
to hold a warrant f rom this Grand Lodge, and in the opinion of your com
mittee, tbe warrant of such a lodge should be immediately arrested." 
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A very valuable manuscript relating to Masonry in Morristown during 

the Revolutionary War, was presented to the Grand Lodge, and is published 

in the appendix, which includes quite a history of American Union Lodge, 

with brief notices of the names of the members of it. It is a very v-aluable 

addition, not only to masonic history, but also to the history of the Revolu

tion. 

The Report on Correspondence (pp. 110) was presented, as heretofore, by 
Bro. GEORGE B. EDWARDS, but it had been prepared at his reques t by Bro. 

CHARLES BELCHER. 

He confines himself very closely to an abstract of the Proceedings. He 

is vehemently opposed to all the regulations and resolutions allowing mason ic 

discipline against parti~s engaged in the liquor traffic. In his review of 

Alabama, referring to the following decision: 

"A lodge has the right to enact a by-law approving that no one engaged 
in t.he business of retailiug alcoholic liquor shall hold membership in a lodge," 

he says, "this means excommunication without trial, and is a travesty upon 

masonic charity and justice." The by-law certainly does not contemplate 

convicting a man "without a trial ," and in his zeal in this direction he has 

evidently misunderstood the by-law and its effect, nor can we see exactly 

where the matter of "charity" comes in. Of course, excommunication 

without trial would be a violation of mason ic "justice." 

He condenses a large amount of matter in to a small space, but his printer , 

in many cases, prints extracts in the same type as the original matter, so 

that it is a little difficult sometimes to determine wh ether a particular sen-

tence is a quotat ion or was written by our brother. 

We join with him in the regret that Maine was one of the Proceedings 

which he had not received. We think the reason must have been some 
failure in the transmission between the Grand Secretary and Bro. BELCHER. 

Appended to the Proceedings is an account of the Centennial Exercises 

at Mt. Vernon. 

NEW MEXICO, 1899. 

We have th!\ portraits of P. G. Master JoHN W. PoE, and the retiring 

Grand Master, ROBERT C. S:rBWART. 

At the annual communication, Granct Master STE WART was unavoidably 
absent, and his address was read by the Deputy Grand Master. 

He gives a concise account of his official acts and decis ions. We note 
that a large number of his dispensat ions was to permit joint occupancy of 

hal ls, and a few to install officers who had fail ed to be installed at the rt>gu

lar time. We cannot understanu why in a few jurisdictions these last uis

pensations are required, and why no general provision is made to meet the 
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emergency. \\" e lnwe it in Maine, and have always had it, and there has 

never been any abuse of it or any evil growing out of it. 

He decided that a verbal objection (apparently made in open lodge) 

against a petitioner for initiation ceases to exist by the suspension of the 

objector for the non-payment of dues, and that the petition can be received 

exactly as though no objection had ever been made. He direc ted tha t ex

treme caution be used in scrutinizing the character of the candidate. 

In rela tion to the Washington matter, he says; 

"The second and third resolutions were repealed, but this action is ac
compan ied by certain declarations couched in such terms as to render it 
doubtful as to whether the resolutious are uot still really in force, by impl i
cati'm at least. For all this, I am willing to believe that our Washington 
brethren intended the repeal of th ose resolutions and their effect absolutely." 

The Grand Lecturer was prevented, by death in his family, from visiting 

all the lodges in his jurisdiction as he had intended to do. The lodges, 
that he had visited, a re reported in good condition. 

The question of the recognition of the Gran Dieta had been before the 

committee, but the documents received had led them to the conclusion that 
they had better take more time and accordingly the matter was continued 

in their hands another year. 

A la rge amount of routine business was transacted, but. not of general 
interest. 

The Grand Lodge adopted resolutious in relation to the Washington 
matter ; the conclusion, the most important, is the following: 

"Resolved, That this Grand Lodge will at all times refnRe to have any 
dealings with any mason ic body which recognizes individua ls, or organiza
tions, as regula rly masonic, ·who (or which) are not recognized masonically 
by the Grand Lodge within whose Grand Jurisd iction they live." 

The reports of the District Deputies ha ve a home look, and rem ind us of 

our own reports here in Maine. As a rnle they show that the lodges a re in 

a good condi tion and doing good work. 

The lteport on Correspondence (pp. 93}, was presented by Bro. MAx 

FROST . 

Condensed abstracts with appropriate extracts, mark the character of his 

report. He occasionally comments, but as a whole ra ther briefly. 

In his rev iew of of Washington he says: 

I have read carefully the report of the committee and I cannot and do 
uot agree with the conclusions reached nor with the historical statement 
prese nted. My views a re based upon the reports on ' Negro Masonry ' or 
'Masons of African descent ' submitted at various times by learned brethren 
after exhaustive exalllination of the subject, to the Grand Lodge of Massa
chusetts, in whose jurisdiction the so-called 'Negro Lodge' origina ted. I 
am fully convinced that the Grand Lodge of Washington is wrong in fact, 
iu history , in logic, in equity and in law. I find tha t, since the passing of 
these resolutions, the sentiment against the action of the Grand Lodge of 
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Washington in this matter is almost unanimous. It seems to me that it 
was wrong, untimely and ill advised to bring this matter up at all. 

And be gives the followin g as the position taken by his jurisd iction upon 

the saloon question . 

"In the jurisdiction in New Mexico we have not been bothered very 
much with this question; the sentiment of the New Mexico Gmnd Lodge is 
that petitions-from persons selling liquor as a beverage or k eeping saloons, 
should not be favorably considered. This sentim ent prevails ami of late 
years no such petitions have been received and acted upon favorably. It is 
tme that there are a few members of the fraternity who a re in the saloon 
business in New Mexico, but their number is becoming rapidly less and 
there is no trouble conceming the subject. In a few years it will settle 
itself without friction and without harsh measures." 

NEW YORK, 1899. 

We have an immense volume of about 625 pages, but the accounts of the 

Masonic Home are given in items, and in addition a list of nearly forty pages 

of the civil war roster. Portra its are given of Bros. W. P. McDONALD and 

GEORGE HAYES. 
At the opening of the Grand Lodge, M. W. Bro. E. T . MALONE, Grand 

Master of Canada, with Past Grand Masters STEVENSON and GillSON ami 

others of the Grand Lodge of Canada, and M. W. Bro. J os iAH W. EwAN, 
Grand Master of New J ersey, were received and welcomed as visitors. 

A telegram of regret from Bro. CHARLES E. lo ll, Senior Grand Warden, 

• unexpectedly detained in San Francisco, was received and read. His ab

sence was greatly regretted. But tidings came later of a still sadder charac

ter. He returned home soon after and went to Florida, where be soon after 
suddenly died. We knew him personally, and bad a very high estimate of 

his ability and character as a man, and his zeal and efficiency as a mason; 

we regard his death as not only a great loss to New York, but to the whole 

Fraternity. 

The Grand Master, WILLIAM A. SuTHERLAND, delivered a comparatively 

brief address. 
In relation to the Washington matter, he says: 

"In obedience to the constitution the officers of the Grand Lodge present 
accounts of their stewardship. These reports show disbursements by the 
Grand Treasurer amounting to $77 ,648.48, leaving a bahtnce in his hands on 
this date of 848.~1)8.90 . The trustees of the ha ll a nd asylum report disburse
ments in support of the 250 inmates of the Home, and pt>rmanent improve
ments, $61 ,5&7.46, and general expenses amounting to $3,045. 72, with a 
balance of cash on hand amoun ting to $7 ,919.84, with a reserve fund amount
ing to $198,o05.38, nearly a ll invested in bond and mortgages. The trustees 
of the permanent fund show a balance of $77,586. 19. The aggregate of the 
funds and investments in the bauds of the Grand Treasurer, the trustees of 
the Hall anct Asylum Fund, and the t rustees of the Permanent Fund, 
amounts to $332,410.31. 
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"In the builcting and equipment of our Home at Utica we have already 
expended upwards of $375,000.00, and the temple in which we are now 
assembled, though not adequate nor wholly suitable to the uses of the craft, 
was, whP-n built, ample and convenient for the requirements of that day. 
This building, including the site, reasonably valued at $1,500,000, brings 
our entire possessions up to a total of over $2,200,000." 

While announcing the deaths of distinguished brethren in other jurisdic
tions he had to announce the death of none of the permanent members of 
his own jurisdiction; but two members of the standing committee on Hall 
and Asylnm, both active masons, especially distingu ished in all the walks of 
life, viz: DANn~L LORD, the distinguished lawyer, and RoswELL P. FLOWER, 
ex-Governor of the State of New York, had died during the year. 

He bact been obliged to suspend a Master of a · lodge for unconstitutional 
conduct, who was tried by the Trial Commissioners, and suspended for one 
year; and later he was tried again on charge for an attack upon the Distr-ict 
Deputy, who preferred the original charge, and was found guilty and ex
pelled. 

He was obliged to suspend the charter of another lodge for a willful and 
flagrant violation of the jurisdiction of New J ersey, by receiving a candi
date from that state. The parties concerned in this misconduct, including 
the Master and Secretary, were tried and suspended, except one who was 
reprimanded. All the other members were acquitted of any complicity and 
thereupon the charter was restored. 

We note that in these trials, the ctefendants were sentenced to suspension, 
and were also obliged to pay the costs of the trial. This latter proceeding 
is novel to us, and we believe that it is not justified by the laws of Masonry. 
We regard it as exceedingly contrary to the true interests of the Institution. 
The pecuniary element, save for certain specified purposes, is foreign to the 
very fundamental laws of Freemasonry. Of course, the payment of these 
costs can be enforced only by masonic penalties. We believe that if they 
arc to be an incident of masonic discipline, that fact will .materially influ
ence parties in cases of discipline. 

The Grand Master refers to the Washington matter, and his correspond
ence with Grand Master UPTON is given in these Proceedings. As we had 
a copy last year, and noticed them in our report, we have no further occasion 
to refer to them, except to acknowledge here our obligation to Grand 
Master SuTHERLAND, for his courtesy. 

He earnestly advocates tile continuance of the system of Grand Represent
atives, and in that connection he gives the following history of the origin 
of the practice: 

"It is interesting in this connection to note that it was the Grand Lodge 
of New York which inaugurated the system of exchanging representatives. 
Upon the suggestion of Wght Worshipful James Herring, then the Grand 
Secretary, the Grand Lodge, in 1838, at its annual communication in June, 

APP. 11 G. L, 
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recommended that the Grand Officers take the initiative, 'with power to 
correspond and ascertain how and where suitable brethren can be found to 
represent this Grand Lodge with the dignity to which it is so justly entitled, 
and to receive the names of such persgns as other Grand Lodges may be 
disposed to offer as ltepresentatives in this Grand Lodge,' etc. At the 
quarterly communication, December 5, 18ll8, announcement wRs made of 
the approval of the Grand Lodge of Ireland of the proposition to exchange 
Representatives, and recommending Right Worshipful <Tohn Norman, of 
Dublin, Past Deputy Grand Master, as our Hepresentative. The com
mission for Right Worshipful Brother Norman, the fi rst issued by any Grand 
Lodge to any Representative, was copied in full upon th e mi11utes of De
cem her 5, 1838, and recites that it is 

" By the Most Worshipful 
Morgan Lewis, Esquire, 

late Major-General in the armies of the United States, ex-Governor and Chief 
Justice, president of the societies of the Cincinnati and Saint David, and 
Grand :Alaster of the ancient and honorable fra ternity of Free aJHl Accepted 
Masons in the State of New York in the United States of America." 

He had attended a large number of public ceremonies, and had also 

visited Zetland Lodge in Toronto, where he met the Grand Maste r of 

Canada, and nine of the ten living Past Grand Masters of that Granrl Lodge. 

He devotes considerable of his space to the Masonic Home, as well he 

may. 
Bro. PETBR Ross, the Historian, submitted a report in which he gives a 

list, as already stated, of the members of the New York lodges who serverl 

in the Civil War. 
An attempt had been made to collect information in relation to the fol

• lowing subjects: 

"1. Brethren in the Revolutionary War. 
2. Brethren in War of 1812. 
3. The Morgan period. 
4. Antiquities. 
5. Brethren in the Civil War." 

He was not ready to report in relation to the first four divisions. 

The Board of Masonic Relief, referring to the General Association, say: 

"During the year just closed this Association has discovered and published 
two hundred and thirty-nine impostors and unworthy applicants, and pub
lished the movements of six ty-five persons previously reported. Our own 
Board has supplied the names and description of forty-one so pnblished. 
The number of original cases publishe1l from the organiza tion of the Associ
ation in 1885 to date is 2,520. 

"This organized protec tion· to masonic charitable funds is still as success
ful as its friends and supporters can reasonably desire. Its work is acknowl
edged to be a necessity of recent years, and its importance continu:tlly in
creases as its fi eld of labor is enlarged. Each monthly circular is larger 
than its predecessor, and the question of its necessity, which formerly was 
asked, has been changed to the inquiry as to how masonic relief could have 
been properly distributed without its ass istance. The matte r of widely 
spread imposi tion , which, previous to the formation of the Association, wati 
believed only by the more experienced, is now known to :til as :t fact to be 
reckoned with. The time is not far distant when the subject will have to 
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be considered by the various Grand Lodges at their regular legislative as
semblies. When that time shall come the value of the labor performed by 
this Association will be better understood a.nd more widely appreciated. 

"The special feature of publishing photographs and autographs of detected 
impostors has been generally approved, though as a means of detection the 
autograph is the more effective." 

The Grand Officers were all elected by acclamation, except the Grand 
Master, and the exception irr his case was merely nominal, as the Grand 
Lodge unanimously voted that his venerable father, who was present, should 
cast the vote. 

The Urand Master elect, WRIGHT D. PoWNALL, accepted the position in 
terms showing a high conception of Masonry and the duties of masons; the 
following is worthy of being remembered by every brother: 

"Masonry is unselfish. Th1·ough me and by me, and not for me, is the 
creed of its disciples." 

A facsimile of a letter from Bro. A oN A ADAMS TREAT, one hundred and 
two years old, now resident in Colorado, was ordered to be published in the 
Proceedings with his portrait; and a telegram was sent to him with the 
cordial greetings of the Grand Lodge. 

The dimit question was solved by the adoption of the following amend
ment to the Constitution: 

"Any member of a lodge against whom charges are not pending, and 
whose dues and indebtedness to the lodge are paid, may withdraw from 
membership by presenting a written application therefor at a stated com
munication. The lorlge shall grant the request of the brother by dropping 
his name from the rolls, and his membership shall thereby be terminated, and 
he shall be subject to the disabilities of a non-affiliated Master Mason. A 
brother thus dropped from the roll of a lodge shall be entitled to a certifi
cate setting forth the fact. 

A special report in relation to the Washington matter was presented and 
adopterl; bntas this action was taken before the Grand Lodge of Washing
ton acted last year, we do not deem it necessary to review it further than to 
quote the following: 

" We note the disclaimer embodied in the circular letter of M. W";' 
nrother Upton (January 4, 1899), that the Grand Lodge of Washington did 
not, by the resolutions adopted, intend to recognize negro lodges, or negro 
Grand Lodges, but with ~.II due respect to the M. W. Brother, we must 
judge the action of the Grand Lodge of Washington by the effect of the res
olutions, rather than the qualffying statements of its present Grand Master. 

"If such was the intent, the resolutions adopted were very unfortunately 
worded, and there yet remains an opportunity for the Grand Lodge of 
Washington to rescind its action, especially so in view of the very general 
protest which has emanated from other Grand Lodges before whom the 
subject has come for decision." 

The time of holding the annual session of the Grand Lodge was changed, 
so that it now meets on the same day on which our own Grand Lodge meets. 

The following was adopted in relation to the costs and exponses of trials: 
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" When the commissioners shall, in their report, impose the payment of 
any costs or expenses upon any of the parties before them, and snch costs 
or expenses shall not have been paid within a reasonable time, the Grand 
Master may, by warrant, order that the same, or any such part thereo f as 
he-may deem proper, be paid by the lodge of which the party against whom 
the same were awarded is or was a member, or by the Grand Treasurer." 

The system is different from that which prevails in any other jurisdiction, 
in that there is an appeal to the Grand Master and an appeal from his 
decision to the Grand Lodge. 

The Committee on Work and Lectures reported to the Grand Lodge, 
recommending two additions to the monitorial work. The first relates to 
reception of a candidate in the preparation room. It had been found that 
the proprieties had been violated by brethren in that part of the work, and 
therefore it was proposed that an address should be made to the cand idate 
by the Master of Ceremonies, before propounding the constitutional ques
tions. The second was made in consequence of the action of the Grand 
Lodge of Pern, and the discussion growing out of the same in relation to the 
Holy Bible, and the committee reported an address to be made by the 
Master to the candidate while standing at the altar. Both were adopted by 
the Grand Lodge and may be found in these Proceedings on page 214 . We 
would quote them, but as they cannot be used in this jurisdiction until they 
shall have been approved by the Grand Lodge, we simply refer to them so 
that those interested may examine them for themselves. 

One case came before the Grand Lodge, in which the action of the Master 
of the lo1lge was sustained, but as it seems to 11s, it goes beyond what the 
law has heretofore been understood to be. 

A member of a lodge behaved in such a manner that it became necessary 
for the Master to exclude him from the lodge, which he very properly did, 
but he gave further direction that the member should not be again admitted 
to the lodge until he had made a written apology to the lodge for his con
duct. Apparently he had been habitually guilty of similar conduct. It 
seems to us that the proper course was to have had charges preferred, and 
the brother tried upon them. 

Upon examining the matter more carefully, we find that we a.re in error 
in our first understanding. The trial commissioners vacated that portion of 
the Master's order, but the Grand Master, in passing upon thei r decision 
seems to have been of the opinion that the order of the Master was correct, 
but as the proceedings were set aside for another cause, he found that it was 
not necessary to decide the question formally, but so far as he did decide it, 
he approved the conclusion of the commissioners, vacating the order of the 
Master. 

The special committee to prepare and present expressions in reference to 
the retiring Grand Master, WrLr.IHI A. SuTHERLAND, presented a report 
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highly eulogizing his administration, and upon their recommendation the 
Grand Lodge ordered that his addresses, correspondence and edicts of a 
general character, should be published in a pamphlet and distributed to all 
the Grand Lodges in the world, and to the lodges in that jurisdiction and 
other parties; and we find the same printed in these Proceedings. It is a 
valuable collection, and we trust that pamphlet copies will find their way 
into all masonic libraries. 

The collection includes his correspondence .with Grand Master UPTON, of 
Washington . 

The Report on Correspondence (pp. 216) was prdented by Bro. JESSE B. 
ANTH ON Y, as heretofore. 

As heretofore, also, the review of the Proceedings of the foreign Grand 
Lodges, to which fifty pages of the report are devoted, was prepared by Bro. 
EMil, :FRENKEl.. 

lL is qu ite a full abstract, accompanied with explanatory extracts, with 
comments upon the more important matters. 

In his review of Florida he discusses to some extent the correspondence 
between Grand Masters SuTHERLAND and UPTON, which we noticed last 
year. He criticises the utterances of Bro. UPTON, closing as follows: 

" We have felt thus free to express an individual opinion for the reason 
that in some of the correspondence emanating from M. W. Bro. Upton he 
has voluntarily rendered himself liable to the same construction that he bas 
been pleased to apply to others who differed from him." 

Quoting the following from Bro. RoBBINS, in relation to the Peru matter: 

"' Graud Masters and committees have made speeches to the galleries or 
permitted themselves to dogmatize about the Bible in a way not warranted 
by that Magna Charta of religious liberty to the Freemason, the charges 
"concerning God and religion." ' 

He says : 

" Does our ritual mean anything? 
•• We are loth to think that our brother does not consider that the Bible 

' is an eBSential in the furniture of every lodge of Freemasons in a ci1ristian 
land.' We do most emphatically; and it will be a sorry day for Free
masonry when a contrary belief becomes prevalent. This is a vital qaestion 
upon which no craftsman can afford to split hairs. 

"It is not material to us what may have been the custom in the earlier 
ages of Freemasonry; we are satisfied to be governed by the custom of the 
present day. This beliPf is not to he circumscribed by the tenets of any 
religious creed, but comprehends the doctrine that the Holy Bible is the in
estimable gift of God to man, the rule for our guide, the embodiment of sure 
promises for the future." 

In his review of Maine, he quotes approvingly the remarks of Grand 
Master Loc KE in regards to dispensations, saying that the Constitution of New 
York absolutely forbids the granting of dispensations to confer degrees in 
less than the regu.Jar time. We believe this prohibition unwise and con-
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trary to ancient usage, but we have heretofore said all that we desire upon 

the subject. 

In relation to parties who do not pay their dues, he says: 

"We are a believer in the principle that the success of Freemasonry depends 
more particularly upon the activity and earnestness of the individual mason 
than in its numerical standing. When, therefore, a member of a lodge has 
so little interest in his lodge and the general good of the craft as to neglect, 
if able, to pay the annual dues for the support of the lodge and its charitable 
calls, the' sooner he is weeded out of the body and his name stricken from the 
rolls the better for the fraternity and its good name; if worthy and unable 
to pay, his dues shoulrl be freely and cheerfully remitted." 

This is the doctrine of his Grand Lodge, which in the past has gone further 

in the direction of depriving non-affiliated masons of masonic rights than we 

think masonic law justifies; but at this session of the Grand Lodge it 

amended its law and to some extent, as we understand it, has retraced its 

steps. 

In regard to the Maine proposition, he says: 

"Having advocated the principle that the recognition of the status given 
a rejected candidate by the law of the Grand Jurisdiction in which he had 
been rejected, it appears to us that it would be a practical solution of an 
element which otherwise must inevitably lead to unpleasantness between 
sister Grand Lodges." 

There is no doubt at all of the correctness of his position, but it seems to 

us that the Grand Lodges holrling to perpetual jurisrliction ought to follow 
the example set by the Grand Lodges of New York and Maine, and make 

concession in the opposite direction, by substituting a reasonable time limit 

for perpetual jurisdiction. 

In his review of Washington, he very ably discusses the repeal by that 
Granrl Lodge of its resolution in relation to Pythagoras Lodge, the resolution 

being as follows: 

"The body formerly known as Pythagoras Lodge,· No. 86, is hereby de
clared to be irregular; anrl all intercourse with members hailing under the 
Grand Lodge of Hamburg is hereby prohib ited unt.il that Grand Lorlge re
vokes the warrant granted to said Pythagoras Lodge, No. 86, in the State of 
New York, authorizing said lodge to open a lodge and make masons within 
the jurisdiction, and without the permission of the Grand Lodge of New 
York.". 

Of this Bro. ANTHONY says: 

"It is unnecessary to recite .the facts which in 1863 warran terl, and we 
may say demanded, the adoption of the regulation above quoted, anrl now 
rescinded. The reason, therefore, holds as good now as then, for the inva
sion still continnes. Naturally the reason for this action is apparent when 
we consider that the Grand Lodge of Washington was clearing the deck for 
its action upon the question of the regularity of negro Masonry. By this 
action we unrlerstand the Grand Lodge of Washington to declare that the act 
of the Grand Lodge of Hamburg, in granting a warrant for the establishment 
of a lodge within the jurisdictional lines of the Grand Lodge of New York 
was in no sense an infringement of its territory or a violation of a vital prin-
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ciple governing all Ameri can Grand Lodges, sovereignty of territory. In 
our judgmenL Lhe principle that a Grand Lodge is supreme within the con
fin es of iLs terri Lory, and that no other Grand Lodge can interfere therewith, 
is Loo firm ly esLablished to be overLurned at the ipse dixit of Lhe Grand 
Lodge of Washington. 

" Masonry in the State of New York, as far as its supervis ion and govern
ment is concerned, belongs to us, and we deny now, as we have in the past, 
the right of any body of men to share our heritage. We deny the valirlity 
of any warrant located in t he titate of New York not granted to seven or 
more Master Masons by the Grand Lodge of New York, and in this claim 
New York has been sust.ainecl by sister Grand I,odges, and New York would 
equally mainta in the same principle fo r a ll other Grand Lodges. 

·• In d iscarding the principl e of exclusive Grand Lodge jurisdiction the 
Grand Lodge of Washington pnte tically proclaims that the jurisdiction of 
Wash ington is henceforth to be open territory for the admission of any 
Grand Lodge in the erec tion of masonic lodges of its obedience. The pro
hibiLion hereLofore es tablished against the Grand Lodge of Hamburg, and 
still mainta ined by a ll other s isLer Grand Lodges, is by this action lifted, and 
th e Grand Lodge of Washington, in effec t says to the Grand Lodge of Ham
burg, 'Should such be yonr des ire, Lhe establishment of any lodges of your 
obed ience within t he jurisdicLion of the Grand Lodge of Washington, while 
sucb invasion mighL be "deprecated," would not occasion or warrant the 
severance of fra ternal relaLions beL ween the two Grand Bodies.' It is to be 
regreLted Lhat the Grand Lodge of Washington has see n fit to take a posi
tion antagonistic to the Alllerican doctrine of Grand Lodge sovereignty, and 
withrlraw its adherence to a principle essentia l to the mainLenance of masonic 
relations wiLh sister Grand Bodies. " 

Upon this poinL he quotes Lhe foll owing from Bro. RoBB INS, who as usual 

puts the matLer very strongly: 

" The recognition by any Grand Lodge of bod ies held to be clandestine 
by tile Grand Lodge within whose jurisd icLion they exist, whether the 
membership of such clandesLine bod ies be white or black, shou ld relegate 
such recognizing body to the same clandestine status. 

"The Grand Lodge of Hamburg has made its own place as far as this 
counLry is concerned, and Lhere it should be allowed to remain. The in
Lerd icL la id upon it a nd the masons of its obed ience a generation ago should 
nut be lifted by any American Grand Lodge until the right of New York 
and New J ersey, and of every other Grand Lodge in the United States , to 
Lhe exclu.sive control of Masonry within their respect ive jurisdictions is fully 
recognized by that p redatory body ." 

This, as Bro. ANTHONY well states, applies equally to Lhe negro lodges in 
New York and elsewhere, and is not very great encouragement for Bro. 

UPTO N. 

Under the head of Negro Masonry, he discusses the general subject very 

ably, taking for his text, however, the deliverences of the Grand Lodge of 

Washingto11 . Had not the matter been so fully d iscussed and decided, we 

would be inclined to copy the whole of it. 

' He also gives an extremely inLeres ting account of the history of the Grand 

Lodge of New York, in which he combats the statement made in behalf of 

Lhe Grand Lodge of Washington, that in New York there had been three 

regular Grand Lodges at one time, and conclusively shows that the state-
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ment is utterly erroneous, as all familiar with the Grand Lodge of New 
York well know. There has never been a time when the other Grand 
Lodges recognized any more than one Grand Lodge in New York. Other 
bodies that have existed there have never been recognized, and the masons 
made under their authority were recognized only after they bad been "reg
ularized" by the lawful Grand Lodge in accordance with the law of Masonry 
enacted in 1717, when the Grand Lodge system was originated. 

NORTH CAROLINA, 1900. 

A portrait of the retiring Grand Master, Bro. R. J. NoBLE, is given as a 
frontispiece, and the portrait of Past Grand Master RoBERT B. VANCE, 
who had died during the year, is also given. 

The Grand Master in his address says: 
" I desire to congratulate the craft on the progress that has been made by 

the order during the past masonic year. New lodges have been established, 
dormant ones resuscitated, several new halls have been built, old ones 
refurnished, two magnificent temples erected, many new members added, 
and a laudable ambition has been manifested on the part of the lodges to 
procure and conform to the demands of the authorized work of the Grand 
Lodge." 

It gives us great pleasure to quote this, and also to add that the Proceed
ings before us fully justify his statement. 

He had been called upon to do a very large number of official acts, which 
in itself shows that the craft bad been active, and while some questions were 
asked that could have been answered by consulting the Constitution, it is a 
good deal better that they should be asked, rather than the parties asking 
them gone without the desired information. 

Of the exclusion of members for the non-payment of dues, he says: 
" 'Members excluded for non-payment of dues.' I would ask that the 

status of brethren excluded for non-payment of dues be defined-how they 
are to be excluded and how they are to be re-instated. I have been at'ked 
several times 'what must we do with a brother who will not pay his dues 
and pays no attention to a legal summons to appear and show cause why he 
should not be excluded for non-payment of rlues. ' I have told them in every 
instance, where a brother pays no attention to a legal summons, to prefer 
charges against him for disobeying a legal summons, and suspend or expel 
him. I must confess that I do not exactly understand the term, ' Excluded 
for non-payment of dues,' nor do I know how to exclude him. What is he 
-a non-affiliate, a suspended or an expelled mason ? " 

The committee answered in substance, that the party is neither expelled 
nor suspended, but as a rule deprived of membership, and left in a condition 
where he cannot apply to any lodge for membership, other than the lodge 
to which he applied, and then only on payment or remission of dues. It is 
precisely like our law in Maine in effect, although they call it by another 
name. 
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We find by one of his decisions, that instead of opening a lodge by climb
ing up the ladder from the first degree to the third, as is done in many juris
dictions, they open it by beginning at the top and climbing down. From a 
ritualistic standpoint this may be all right, but from a legal standpoint we 
hold both methods to he erroneous. Masonic law does not recognize F. C. 

and E. A. lodges,' but only recognizes the lodge which may be opened on any 

degree the Master sees fit to select. This is the practice in Maine, and is 
borne out by the usage in old Portland Lodge ·for one hundred and thirty 

years. 

Another indication of the prosperous condition of . the craft, is that the 
Grand Master had been called upon to hold nine special communications dur
ing the year, all but one for public masonic ceremonies. One was called to 

transact a matter of business. 

Another decision is contrary to what is generally held to be the law: 

"Now when a person removes from the jurisdiction of a lodge anrl desires 
to be made a mason he should ask the consent of the lodge from whose juris
diction he has moved. As I understand it, it does not take a unanimous 
ballot-only a majority. His vote simply allows the other lodge to enter
tain the petition and waives its right to the fee. I do not think the Grand 
Master has the power to override the by-laws at will. 

It is generaly held, and we think correctly, that when a mason removes 
from the jurisdiction of a lodge, that lodge loses all jurisdiction over him, 
and if he can be made a mason at all within less than twelve months from 
his taking up his residence in the jurisdiction of another lodge, it can be 
doue only by decision by the Grand Master. 

In commenting upon a decision of the Grand Master, the Committee on 
JurisprudencE- claim that it is ·a landmark of Masonry, that an installed offi 
cer cannot resign. As we understand it this doctrine was never held until 
the installation ceremonies of which Bro. MACJ>EY was the author, were 
adopted, and we do not admit that even under them such a result follows. 

Of the Orphan Asylum, the Grand Master says: 

"It is with genuine pleasure that I mention our greatest charity, the Ox
ford Orphan Asylum-an institution which is the pride of every mason in 
North Carolina-which was founded by our order, is our property, and i~ 
under our management. Within its walls are the 219 jewels which are so 
precious to the craft and for whose welfare we work so diligently. Brethren, 
the asylum is now in better shape than ever before. The masons of ~orth 
Carolina have so rallied to its support, in answer to appeals for aid, that it 
is now practically out of debt. No money bas been borrowed this year for 
the support of the orphans, and the directors have managed so well that 
they have paid a goodly sum on the old debt, and I am snre that at an 
early day the sums promised by individuals and the subordinate lodges for 
the erection of the girls' buildings will all be paid, and then the asylum will 
be entirely out of debt." 

Very much of these Proceeding are devoted to an account of the operation 
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of this splendid institution, and we are more than pleased to know that it is 

in a flourishing condition. 

Speaking of the Washington Centennial exercises, at which he was present, 

he ~ays: 

"On December 13th, the Grand Lodge of our sister jurisdictiou of Virginia 
met with the brethren of the historic Alexandria- Washington Lodge. In this 
lodge the Father of his country was the first Master. Most of the States 
were present by duly accredited delegates with our Virginian brethren. 
ThP. meeting was turned into a Lodge of Fellowship and Brotherly Love, 
and the words of greeting and good cheer that fell from the em inent brethren 
the world over testified to the universality of our ancient institution ." 

We have no doubt that every one present at that meeting will bear it in 

memory with great pleasure, throughout their whole life. 

The Grand Secretary gives another indication of the. increasing prosperity. 

Lodges had improved in relation to m&king returns and paying dues, until 

it had come to be the case that rarely a lodge was delinquent, a lthough 

some still continued the old practice of waiting for the session of the Grand 

Lodge and sending in their returns and dues by their representative, a p rac

tice which the Grand Secretary has been making strenuous efforts to reform, 
aud wh ich he proposes to continue. 

After stating in substance that in five years there had been an iucrease of 

over 2,500 in the membership, the Grand Secretary says further: 

"You will notice further that the increase in our membership has been of 
the best nature and quality. This increase has been within the borders of 
the old lodges heretofore organized, as only three new lodges have been or-

• ganized during the year, while three old lodges have been revived, and not 
a lodge has surreudered its charter except. for the purpose of uniting with 
another lodge or for purposes of removal." 

The address of the Grand Orator was of a high character, and will pay 

well for careful examination: 

A special comm ittee had been appointed at the last annual communication, 

to whom should be referred all applications to the subordinate lodges for 

contributions, and they reported that eighteen such applications had beeu 

been made, six of which the committee approved, declining to approve the 

remaining twelve. 

The character of the application is shown in the following list: 

"During the year there have been eighteen applications submitted to the 
committee for tpeir approval, as follows: 

DP.struction of property by fire and otherwise, . ..... . .. ..... 4 
Financial embarrassment, mortgages, etc., .. . . . ... .. , ..... . 5 
To build new halls, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ..... . .. . ..... . 3 
Old and destitute males, . .. -. . . . . . . .... .. . ......... .. .. 2 
Destitute widows and orphans, .... . ...... . . . . . .. . .. .. . . .. 4 

18 

The committee well says: 
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"The building of new masonic balls is a commendable work for subordi
nate lodges, but it is purely a local matte r ; and rts long as more than two
thirds of the subordinate lodges of the state are compell ed to occupy rented 
hrtlls, they should not be called upon to aid those more prosperous th an 
themselves. 

"Masonry is expected and required to help the poor and the needy and 
to relieve distress. Beyond this noth ing is obligatory, and the frequent and 
persistent appeals for promiscuous financial a id has an unhealthy Pffect upon 
the order, and masons frequently become annoyed and remain away from 
their lodges on account of this persistent begging. 

"Your committee submit these reflections because they have become con
vinced by experience that the time has a rrived when a halt should be called 
to a practice which may become an evil." 

It seems there was some dissatisfaction with the ' ' L ady Supervisor'' of 

the Orphan Asylum, and a special meeting of the Grand Lodge was held to 

consider tha t matte r. But the Gra nd Lodge refnsed to take any action by 

a very large vote. The matter was brought before the Grand Lodge again, 

but was laid on the table. 

The Report on Correspondence (p~ges 149) was presented by J onN A. 

CoLL INS. In his introduction he refers to the Washington matter as foll ows : 

"Fortunately for the peace and perma11ence of Masonry, that Grand Lorlge 
has fraternally receded from the position it bad been persuaded to take, by 
able and influential and sincere brethren of its own household, and has once 
more aligned herself with all the Grand Lodges of the United States in re
pudiation of this malodorous heresy. 

"Such old and conservative Grand Jurisdicti ons as Massachusetts, Maine, 
P ennsylvania, New J ersey and others had long ago settled the status of negro 
Masonry, a11d had denounced these cla imants to Masonic recognition as 
fraudulent, spurious and clandestine, and had thus removed the question 
entirely from the domain of sectional politics or alleged race prejudice, and 
that, too, at a time when the 'bloody chasm ' had not been so securely 
bridged as it is to-day. " 

His review of the Proceedings is almost wholly confined to an extrem ely 

well prepared abstract. \Ve wish , however, that his priuter would follow 

the genera l custom of distinguishing the original matter from the extracts 

by a di fference in type, or in other ways well known to printers. 

Referring to the remarks of Grand Master Loc KE in relation to the ad

miss ion of Catholics, he says that he cannot agree with our Grand Master. 

We do not think that he can fai rly say that the decision applies "a new 

qualification. " It would be more nearly conect to say a new disqualifich

tion, perhaps. But no new rule is applied: new cases a rise and must be 

disposed Of by applying established rul PS: th ere are very many individual 

cases, and even classes of ca.ses, outside of those specified, in which the black 

ball must be used. 

His remarks in relation to this subject emphasize our regret tha t he did 

not make more extended comments, as we would have been glad to have 

his views concerning the reasons which Grand Master Loc KE gave for his 

opinion. 
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NORTH DAKOTA, 1899. 

The Grand Master, GEORGE H. KEYES, delivered an exceedingly interpst

ing address. 
He announces the deaths of Bro. THos. J. WILDER, who died at Spokane, 

Washington, Oct. 25, 1898. He was Past Grand Senior Warden, Grand 
Treasurer, and was Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of North Dakota 
for two terms after its organization. He was also Grand Secretary of the 
Grand Chapter, from which he resigned in 1893 upon his remo val out of the 
State. He also for several years wrote the Report on Correspondence, and 
gained a high reputation for his ability and efficient .service to Masonry. 

He also announced the death of Bro. FRANK A. BRIG GS, Pas~ Grand 
Treasurer, and at the time of his death, Governor of the State. 

He announced several dec isions, but most of them related to invasion of 
jurisdiction, accidental and otherwise. The only feature of the cases which 
we regret, is that the main point seems to have been the fees. 

On a trial oi a brother for non-paymt>nt of dues at which he ditl not 
appear, the books sbowed that he was in arrears to the amount of nine 
dollars. Tbere was no other testimony in the case, but on the question 
being taken as to the guilt of the accused, seven voted in the affirmative and 
six in the negative, and as it requires two-thirds to convict, he was acquitted. 

The quest ion was asked whether an appeal would lie to the Grand Master 
from the action of the lodge, and be replied that an appeal does not lie to 
the Grand Master but to the Grand Lodge. But he decided fnrther, follow
ing the decision of his predecessors, who had adopted a rule of the civil law, 
that a lodge cannot appeal from its own decision, and he therefore held 
that the brother had been acquitted fin ally and is entitled to a full receipt 

for his dues. This was sustained by the Grand Lodge, except so much as 
relates to a receipt for his dnes. 

The law as expounded in almost every other jurisdiction, that in snch case 
any member of the lodge has the right to appeal from its action, apparently 
was not considered by himself or the committee, and this case shows the 
wisdom of such Jaw. 

He had granted dispensations for five new lodges, to which charters were 
g'ranted. 

In reference to a proposition received at the last session of the Gmnd 
Lodge, he says: 

"At the last meeting of this Grand Lodge, the Trustees of the Scottish 
Rite bodies of North Dakota made a proposition to the Grand Lodge, stat
in g that they proposed in the near future to erect a Masonic Temple in the 
City of Fargo, and magnanimously offered to the (;rand Lodge the free use, 
for a period of twenty years, or longer, of space in the basement for Grand 
Secretary offices and Library rooms, etc., these rooms to be heated without 
cost to the Grand Lodge, but to be fin ished and furnished by the Grand 
Lodge. 
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"A committee was appointed and have the matter under consideration, 
who will doubtless report to you their recommendation at this meeting. 
This is a matter of great importance to this Grand Body and should be care
fully considered." 

We do not tind that the matter was finally acted upon by the Grand 

Lodge. 

For the first time in the history of the Grand Lodge, he had laid corner
stones on two occasions. 

Bro. FRANK J. THOMPSON, the efficient Secretary, submitted a full report. 
He announced that all the returns and dues were made on time, showing an 

increase of membership, an increase of raisings, and an increase in the 

Grand Lodge dues. He devoted considerable space to the Grand Lodge 

Register, which is upon the card system, and his experience, for we think 

that he was the first to propose this system, will be of value to those who 

contemplate the introduction of it. 

He finds one curious fact, that out of nearly five thousand who have been 

members of lodges in that State, but two were born there. 

Referring to the given names of members, he says the J's take the lead, 
and that E follows second. 

He makes report of the aceeRsions to the library, and in relation to this 

he says: 
"You will receive a proposition from the Scottish Rite Bodies of this city 

for Library room, which is, in fact, a fire proof vault, together with quarters 
for the Grand Secretary's office, which I can honestly say is one of the most 
generous offers that has ever been tendered to a masonic Grand Lodge, and 
I have kept close track of these matters for a good many years. You all 
know that one of my hobbies has been tlie gathering together of a practical 
Masonic Library, and that we have been handicapped in the Jack of adequate 
quarters for the same. The opportunity is now at hand whereby the labor 
of the past years and the money expended can be assemblerl in elegant 
quarters, and surrounded by walls that will be fire proof against the most 
severe conflagration, and I sincerely trust that you all, because each of you 
form a part of the Grand Lodge, will accept the offer with the gPnerous and 
fraternal spirit with wh ich it is given. Not only on account of the fraternal 
spirit but in justice to the Grand Body of masons, which you represent, and 
which have so generously donated their money for the cause of enlighten
ment." 

He announces that the finances of the Grand Lodge are in bttter condi

tion than ever before. 

Some lodges in 1898 were fined for failure to seuJ in their returns and 

had failed to pay the tine. ·The Grand Lodge voted that if they did not pay 

them within thirty days the Grand Master should arrest their charters. 

Upon motion of Past Grand Master CAROTHERs, a greeting was cabled to 

their brethren in the Philippine Islands. 

The committee having doubts as to the success of the Washington Cen
tennial, it was voted not to be represented. That the committee came to a 
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wrong conclusion as to the success is now certain, but whether th e Grand 
Lodge or brethren from that State, considering the distance, could afford 

financially to be at the expense of representation is quite another question. 

Provision was made for holriing fifty-four schools of instruction in the 

State, to be attended by the Grand Lecturer, whose mileage was to be paid 

by the Grand Lodge, and his other expenses and his per diem by the lodges. 

The committee reported a fine of ten dollars on every lodge which fai led to 

be represented a t these schools, but the Grand Lodge struck out the recom-· 

mendation . 
Th e following was adopted: 

" Inasmuch as the charter of Anchor Lodge, Nc>. 25, issued by the Gmnd 
Lodge of Dakota, as Anchor Lodge, No. 88, has never been properly en
dorsed , therefore, be it 

"Resolved, That said charter be now properly vised, and that all acts of 
said lodge since the formation of the Grand Lodge of North Dakota, be 
declared to be of full legal effect." 

We do not like the use of the word "vised," which, if we understand it, 

is not applicable; neither do we think that it was necessary to confirm the 
action of the lodge, but the course taken is much more in accordance with 

masonic law than the practice prevailing, to a limited extent, that in such 

case the old charter mu8t be surrendered and a new one issued. 

This Grand Lodge had adopted a regulation that cand ida tes residing within 
that state but nearer to a lodge in Minnesota, might apply to the lodge in Min

nesota, provided the Grand Lodge of Minnesota should adopt a reciprocal 

• provisiun. The latter Grand Lodge has never done this, but a Dakota 
lodge, suppos ing that this had been done, accepted a candidat-e from Min

nesota, livin:r seven miles nearer to it t han to any Minnesota lodge. Bu t 

the lodge to which the candidate should have applied, made complaint, and 

as a result the fees and cand idate were turned over to it, and the Grand 
Lodge adopted the following resolu tion : 

" Tha t the Grand Master elect call the attention of the Grand Master of 
Minnesota to the com ity resolution adopted by this Grand Lodge at it8 
session in 1897, page 285, to the effec t that brethren, residents of this state, 
livin g nearer to a lodge in Minnesota than to a lodge in North Dakota cot: lct 
receive the degrees in the loctge in Minnesota, Provided, th n.t the Gmnd 
Lorlge of Minnesota pass a like reciprocity resolution, a nrl thn.t if the Gmnd 
Lodge of Minnesotn. take no action in the matter th at. he is hereby autho
ri zerl to abrogate said comity resolution." 

The following resolution shows the reason of the greeting to the brethren 

ia t he Philippine Jsln.nds: 

"Resolved, That the masons of this Grand Jurisdiction hn.ve viewed 
with pride the action of our then Grand Master l{obert M. Carothers in 
granting a dispensn.tion to hold a lodge u; D. in the Philippine Islands, and 
the unanim ous and en thusiastic approval of his acts by the l;ra nd Lodge at 
its previous session. We have watched with eagerness all news of what 
om· brethren were doing in the island on the other side of the world. Thus 
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fa r reports of their act.s have received our hearty approval, anrl met our 
lli Ost sfl.nguine ex pect.ations. We, therefore, extend to our brethren ill the 
alltipodes our heartiest and s in cerest, and deepest regards. We watch for 
their retnm with no little expectation of pleasure of the reunion alld the 
l!athering together again of our brothers around the firesides, anci t he rP
uni t illg of their loved olles will be our cherished a r.ti cipatio11. We send 
thelll onr greeting, our good will and our hopes for a safe and pleasant 
return." 

Ill these Proceedings is given a cut of the Masonic Hall in which the mil
itary lodge at Manila meets, fl.Ccowpanied by a brief descr iption. 

We find that we have om itted to state that these Proceedi ngs con ta ined a 

portrait of M. W. Bro. KEYES, the retiring Grand Master, and one of Bro. 

F luNK A. BRJGG~. Also one of Bro. THOMAS J. Wn.DE·R and his wifP; 
together with a cut of the Masonic Temple at Fargo. 

No Report on Correspondence. 

NOVA SCOTIA, 1899. 

An emergellt communication was held F ebruary 3 , 1899, to attend th e 
funeral of P. G. Master LEwis JoHNSTONE, and in spite of the weather and 

the distance which many had to travel to reach the place, the attendance 

was large, and the masonic service was rendered in a most impressive man
ner. 

At the annual communication, as usual, immediately after opening, th e 

Grand Lodge formed in procession and marched to church, where divine 

service was held, and an appropriate sermon preached by Bro. Rev. HENRY 

How. 
The sermon is an exceedingly interesting one. He took the mak ing of the 

pillars, J achin and Boaz, and traced the process from the tree from which 

the pattern was made, to the setting np of the p illars, and compared with it 

the growth in Masonry. We commend it especially to the attentioll of our 

ritualists. 
The Grand Mas ter, THOMA~ WALK En, of New Bruuswick, visi ted the 

Gmnd Lodge and was cordially received and welcomed. Later du ring the 

session , l'. G. Master H.ouERT MARSHALL and Deputy Grand Master W. B. 

W ALI.A CE, of New Brunswick, visited the Grand Lodge, and were rece ived 

in the usual form. 

The Grand Maste r, THO~IAS B. FLINT, delivered an arldress of great ill

terPst and value. 
The Gralld Lodge met at Annapolis, and after referring to some historical 

matters, he says : 

"This locality is connected not merely with the fi rst history of organized 
govemment in North America, but with' the first glimmerings of ~I asonry ., 
on this continent as well. 
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"Nearly three hundred years ago some ancient brother deposited upon 
the shore of Goat Island, at a spot probably visible from this building. a 
sto:;e, bearing deeply indented on its face the masonic emblems-the Square 
and Compas.•-with the date in figures, 1606. 

" This unique son venir from that long buried past was discovered after it 
had lain for over two centuries, buried in the sand. In 1827 it was brought 
to Annapolis,' and became the property of the late Judge Haliburt)n . Its 
eventful history since then I cannot now pause to recount, but that it links 
the masonic'bistory of this commun ity with that distant era iu the world's 
history, is a matter of profound interest to us. 

"In the Proceedings of the M. W. Grand Lodge of Massachusetts fo r 
1891 a valuable historical paper by R. W. Sereno D. Nickerson, G. S. of 
that jurisdiction, is published, dealing wit.h this matter. 

But this is not the only th ing that gives interest to this locality. He says 

further: 

"One hundred and sixty years ago this very town of Annapolis Royal 
was represented before the masonic authorities in Boston asking for a war
rant to open a lodge of Free and Accepted Masous here, and from Annap
ol is Royal in 1750 was issued the first charter for a lodge of masons in Hali
fax . The library of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts contains an ancient 
volume-worth its weight in gold-published in 1786. It is entitled 'A 
Record of the Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia.' It contains an account of the 
rise and progrPss of Freemasonry in Nova Scotia from the first settlement to 
that date. It informs us that in 1750 a number of the brethren residing in 
Halifax met with Governor Cornwallis a lmost as soon as there were any 
houses erected there and petitioned Erasmus James Phillips, of Annapolis 
Royal, Provincial Grand Master, for a warrant to hold a lodge in Halifax. 
The warrant was received by them in July, 1750, and Governor Cornwallis 
as long as be resided in Nova Scotia was Master of this lodge. 

•• Now to-day, a century and half after, the Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia, 
the succes8or of the lodge established by the warrant, and whose Grand 
Master might, without a stretch of masonic truth, be called the successor to 
the Provincial Grand Master of 1750 at Annapolis Royal, meets in Annapo
lis Royal. 

He announced the deaths of P. G. Master LEwi s J c HNSTONE, and P. D. 

Grand Master EDMUND T. MAl-ION. The former had been ill some time and 
his death was expected: but the latter was present at the meeting of his 

lodge and took a deep interest in the Proceedings; after the lodge closed he 

returned home and died even before medical aid could be summoned. He 

was buried in Connecticut, and when the body arrived there an emergent 

session of the Grand Lodge was called, and Bro. MA HON was buried by it 
with the same honors as if -he bad been one of the members of its own 

Grand Lodge. 
This action of the Grand Lodge of Connecticut was highly appreciated 

by our Nova Scotia brethren. 

The Grand Master says that the fipances of the Grand Lodge are in a 

good condition, and that the debt of the Masonic Hall harl been reduced 

$ 1,000, and be very wisely presses upon the members of subord inate lodges 

the importance of lookiug carefully after tl!eir finances, particularly in the 

duty of keepiug their dues paid up. 



Correspondence-Nova Scotia. 

lle recommends that a room owned by th!l Grand Lodge adjoining the 
Grand Secretary's office be fitted up for a library, saying that that particu
lar room at present is valueless. 

He had issued an edict restoring fraternal relations with the Grand Lodge 
of Peru. 

He had issued quite a number of dispensations and visited quite a large 
number of lodges, and he only regrets that he was not able to visit all the 
lodges in the jurisdiction. 

He rendered one decision which is thus stated: 
" A question of some importance arose between Royal Standard Lodge, No. 

;{98, Registry of .England, working at Halifax, and Acadia Lodge, No. 14, 
K N. S., which was referred to me. It appears that a person employed in 
the imperial service at Halifax was elected to membership and received his 
first degree in Acadia Lodge. Hoyal Standard Lodge communicated with 
me complaining that A0adia Lodge was taking material which by a well 
unrlerstood comity, which has long existed between the Registry of England 
aud the Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia, or rather the Nova Scotia lodges 
operating in Halifax, was reserved for Royal Standard Lodge. The latter 
lodge claimed that by virtue of an agreement or understanding which was 
made at the time of the formation of this Grand Lodge, persons in the im
perial service at Halifax were exclusively material for Royal Standard, that 
lodge on its part abandoning all claim to make masons of persons resident 
in Nova Scotia not in the imperial service." 

H turned out that Acadia Lodge was not aware that the candidate was in 
the imperial service. Upon investigation, however, he was satisfied that an 
understanding of the nature claimed had existed and grown up in a sort of 
unwritten law, and being desirious that that state of things should continue, 
he advised the lodge accordingly, but Hoyal Standard Lodge consented that 
the candidate should be advanced in Acadia Lodge. 

The Deputy Grand Master visited quite a larga number of lodges and 
issued some dispensations. 

The Grand Secretary complains that the Secretaries of eleven lodges have 
not promptly performed their duties in making returns, and he calls their 
attention forcibly to the law in relation to the matter. 

He says that the number of lodges is sixty-two and no increase can be ex
pected for some time to come. Thirteen of the lodges had done no work 
during the year, and there had been really a loss of nearly fifty members in 
the total membership, but he says: 

"Taking a calm and impartial review of the year's work, while the total 
showing is not favorable, still there is a hopeful feeling prevailing through 
the jurisrliction, and peace, good orl:ler and harmony exist among the breth .. 
ren in all the lorlges. The wave of general prosperity that made its progress 
through Western Canada, is we trust making its way slowly but surely to
wards anti into Nova Scotia, and we may assume that the masonic order will 
be benefitted thereby . In my native home, Cape Breton, with the iron and 
steel industry about to be commenced, the extent and magnitude of which 
cannot be possibly estimated, we may hope for masonic progress and with 

APP. 12 G. L. 
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increase of population in connection with these great industries that are be
ing now commenced near Sydney, Cape Breton. 

"The resolution relative to consolidation of the Grand Lodge of P. E. 
Island introduced by your Grand Secretary bears out the idea that on fair 
and honorable conditions the union might be of benefit to both Grand 
Lodges. The thirteen lodges now holding a Grand Lodge over them in our 
neighboring Island, .would be stronger and more important, if under the 
charter and constitution of the Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia." 

The Reports of the District Deputies show a faithful performance of their 
dutie~, and a general condition of prosperity, except that a cowparatively 
small amount of work was done. 

The suggestion of the Grand l;ecretary in relation to the proposed con
solidation was discussed somewhat by the Deputy Grand Master of New 
Brunswick and others, and a committee appointed to confer with com· 
mittees from the other Grand Lodges. 

The Committee on the Washington Centennial reported as follows, and 

it was adopted: 

"They have duly considered the correspondence laid before them and 
would respectfully recommend that the Grand Lodge accept the invitation 
so kindly extended by theM . W . Grand Lodge of Virginia, and that theM. W. 
Grand Master be appointed to represent the Grand Lotlge of Nova Scotia, 
and that in the event of his not being able to attend, that he appoint some 
brother of eminence in the craft to take his place, so that the Grand Lodge 
may be represented on that important occasion, and that we join with the 
Grand Lodge of Virginia in doing honor to the memory of one who wil l ever 
live in the hearts of his countrymen, whose memory will be green anti fresh 
when republics and empires will have passed away. Whose memory is re-

• vered by us as Britons, and, although the obligation and duty of our fore
fath ers towards their king and country required that they should oppo~e 
him by force of arms, yet his memory as a man, a soldier and a staLesman 
will be ever dear to us, but doubly dear to us as a mason, and to-day, we as 
Britons, join with the great English-speaking race to the south of us with 
united hearts in celebrating and doing honor to the memory uf one of the 
noblest of the earth.'' 

The Grand Lodge was represented on that occasion by M. W . Bro. THOMAS 

B. FLINT, Grand Master, wit.h whom we were fortunate enough to have the 
privilege of making part of the journey to Washington. The meeting was 
accidental, but was one of great pleasure to us and made the time pass rap
idly. 

His disposition of the Acadia Lodge matter was approved by the Grand 
Lodge and the arrangement made permanent. 

While we would gladly see that lodge come under the jurisdiction of the 
Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia, yet as long as it confines its initiates within 
the limit proposed, there is not so much objection to its independent exist
ence, and no special reason why it may not act in perfect harmony with the 
other lodges. 

The Report on Correspondence (pp. 201) was presented by Bros. T. V. B. 
BINGAY and ERNEST THOMPSON. 
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The report is chiefly an excellent abstract of the Proceedings, made more 
iuteresting by judiciously selected extracts, and occasional comments. 

Bro. BINGA v says: 
"But he goes further, and expresses the opmwn that he sees no good 

reason why a Warden, presiding in the absence of the MasLer, may not con
fer the degrees as well as transact any other business which might come 
before the I )dge. However, he acknowleges that the local regulations em
bodied in the constitutions of Nova Scotia, British Columbia, and one or 
two other American Jurisdictio11s would prev-ent such procedure." 

We have often wondered where the jurisdictions named found authority 
for the J eparture from the ancient and almost universalt~sage. It is quite 
likP.!y that it grew out of some one's erroneous interpretation of the Past 
Master's degree. 

In his review of Florida, Bro. THOMPSON says: 
"The chief interest to us in the volume under review is the extended 

report on the action of the Grand Lodge of the State of Washington ill 
relation to Negro Masonry. This report recites the resolutions passed by 
the Grand Lodge of Washington, goes into the history of Negro Masonry in 
the U11ited States, gives a long explanatory circular letter from the Grand 
Master of Washi11gton, and the answer of the Grand Master of New York. 
The report, and we think wisely, closes with a recommendation that masonic 
iutercourse with the Grand Lodge of Washington be suspended, which • 
recommendation secured the approval of Gra1;d Lodge." 

There is no doubt that the author of the mischief counted upon being 
sustained by the Grand Lodge of England and the Grand Lodges of the De
pe_ndencies of the British Crown; but he has been wofully disappointed. 

Bro. BINGA Y well says: 
"Although unfortunately the work in Nova Scotia is not as uniform as it 

should be, nor as it might be if we had the services of a paid, well informed 
traveling Lecturer, yet as far as our experience goes it is generally done in 
a careful and impressive manner; but we must enter our protest against the 
same innovations to which Grand Master Cook refers creeping into the 
work of some of our lodges. The more closely the old York Rite is followed 
the more impressive and beautiful the work will be; no need for robes, 
stereopticons, nor fancy music during the confen-ing of the degrees. There 
should be plenty of opportuuities for all of these thinge when the craft are 
not at labor." 

In his review of . Maine the same brother says: 

" In answer to Bro. Drummond's question we must say that under the 
form of application for degrees recognized by our Constitution we could 
have no knowledge of the rejection of a candidate prior to the six months, 
and it would be difficult to ascertain his record i11 another jurisdiction unless 
he volnntarily supplied information to the Investigating Committee to enable 
them to make inqu~ry. Under Section 4:! of our Co11stitution, an appli
cant must have resided within the jurisdiction of the ledge to which he 
seeks admission for twelve months, or be recommended by six rnembP.rs of 
the lodge. Cousequently under present conditions we cannot see how lodges 
in this jurisdiction are in a position to recognize the laws of other juris
dictions as to rejected candidates. It is a difficult matter to get at until such 
a time when a uniform regulation is recognized in all jurisdictions." 
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The matter is a very simple one: require, as almost all Grand Lodges do, 
the applicant to state in his petition whether he has ever been rejectecl or not. 
In a few cases, this question has been falsely answered; but detection and 
expulsion have so certainly followed, that the danger is not very great. 

In proceeding with our review we find some signed with other initials, and 

upon looking at the close of the report, we find that while at its begi nning 
it is stated to be by the brethren whom we have named, yet we find that 
the Grand ~ecretary says that Bro. MowrmA v reviewed six Grand Lodges 
and he himself nineteen. 

In his review of New York, Bro. Ross says: 
"It is not too much to say that Grand Master Sutherland completely de

molished the arguments of the Grand Master of Washington, so far as the 
latter appear upon the record . As the matter is likely to come before our 
own Grand Lodge at an early day, we can only advise those who are inter
ested in the proper and vigorous defence of Grand Lodge rights allll priv
ileges, and in the true welfare of the craft, to peruse these letters." 

And in his review of Quebec, he says further, and we most eamestly join 

in his hope: 

"We note with regret that the difficulty between the Gmnd Lodge of 
England and that of Quebec still remains unadjusted, although every rea
sonable effort appears to have been made by my brethren of Quebec to 
reach a fair and honorable solution. It is t.o be hoped that "the healing 
effects of time' may remove the source of trouble and that the three lodges 
in Montreal still holding warrants from the Grand Lodge of England ma.v, 
for the sake of the bllst interests of the fraternity, voluntarily come into 

• the jurisdiction of Quebec." 

In his review of Scotland, he thus voices the sentimeut of the vast major
ity of the masons for whom he speaks: 

"A Jist of lodges holding their meetings in licenseci houses was laid before 
the Grand Committee, and a strong desire was expressed that they should 
all be removed to more suitable quarters. In this age, when the cause of 
temperance is making such gratifying progress, the holding of lodge meetings 
in licensed houses would not be tolerated either in the Dominion of Cauada 
or United States, and we trust the strong recommendation of the Grand 
Committee will lead Grand Lodge to issue an edict forbidding the holding 
of lodge meetings in such undesirable premises." 

The following from his review of Texas is sound doctrine that ought to 
be universally followed: 

"We are certainly surprised at this rnling of !{. W. Bro. Hamilton. It 
would not hold gooc! in very many jurisdictions that could be named as well 
as in our own. When a Past Master-no matter from what lodge or juris
diction he hails-affiliates with a lodge in this jurisdiction he carries his 
rank with him, and is eligible for the highest rank in the gift of Grand Lodge. 
And the Past Master of a demised lodge, the moment he becomes a member 
of another lodge, is accorded all the rights and privileges of a Past Master 
of that lodge and is eligible for any office in Grand Lodge so long as he con
tinues to be a subscribing member of a lodge in the jurisdiction." 

We commend the following by Bro. MowBRAY to our Secretaries, and the 
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pat·t relating to paying the Secretary a commission to the business men of 
our lodges, who will appreciate and approve it : 

"lhck dues appear to haunt the minds of Grand Masters generally, as one 
harclly ever takes up the Proceedings of a Grand Lorlge that he does not 
find " Back dues' staring him in the face. The writer of this imperfect 
review holds the opinion that arrears of dues need not be such a bugbear as 
they appear to be. The evil is attributable solely to the lodge itself. The 
remedy he recommends is the election of Secretaries who will be active in 
the collection of dues, and if necessary pay a comm ission on those which 
have accumulated to any considerable extent. He has been an active 
member of his lodge for just thirty-five years, and during all those years one 
suspension only has taken place, and that one owing to the member 'cheek
ing ' the Secretary who went to his place of business to collect the dues, 
wl:ich he was well able to pay, being in affluent circumstances." 

OHIO, 1899. 

We have two portraits-one of M. W. Bro. E. C. Gui LFORD, the retiring 
Grand Master, and one of Bro. SIDNEY MoonE, the donor of a Masonic 
Temple to the masons of the city of Delaware, his life-time residence. 

Grand Master GuiLFORD, after paying an eloquent tribute to Masonry, 
a~nounces the deaths of Bro. ENOCH TEnnY CARSON, "that Prince of • 
Masons," and P. G. Master CHARLF:S C. KIEFER, whose death followed, 
within less than three weeks, that of Bro. CA RSON. 

Bro. CARSON's name is a household word among masons, the world over, 
a i1 d no eulogy by us would add to his fame. 

In Ohio, Bro. Kn~FER was as well known: he had presided over all the 
subordinate bod ies to which he had belonged, and had been at the bead of 
all four of 1he Grand Bodies of the York Rite, and bad attained to 'the thirty
third degree in the Scottish Rite: he had also been Grand Secretary of the 
Grand Chapter and was a Trustee of the Masonic Home from its organiza

tion. 
The Grand Master read a letter from the Grand Master of Tennessee, 

III. W. J osEPH H. BuLLOCK, announcing that that Grand Lodge had re
stored the Grand Representative system and inviting an exchange of Repre
sentatives, which was cordially accepted. Tennessee abolished the system 
in consequence of an "unpleasantness" with the Grand Lodge of Ohio, and 
we are thrice glad to see the old relations restored. 

He had issued over four pages of dispensations, the most of them being 
for the election or installa tion of lodge officers. Of this matter, he says: 

"The majority of these dispensations were issued for the election or in
st::tllation of officers elect, and mostly to lodges located in the country 
districts. The excuse generally offered has been the impassable conclition 
of the roads. This has led me to believe that, for the interests of all, the 
annual meetings of subordinate lodges should be changed from November or 
December to June or July. This would give the subordinate lodges ample 
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time in which to close their year's work, and forward their reports to the 
Grand Secretary. It woulrl be of benefit to the Grand Master, also to the 
District Lecturer. If a Master receives any benefit at communications of 
this Grand Lodge, he will thereby be enabled to use information so received 
to advantage during the remainder of his term in office. As onr laws now 
stand, a Master attends the communication of the Grand Lorlge in October, 
and retires from office in November or December, the lodge itself losing such 
benefit as shottld be derived by information acquired by the Master at our 
communications." 

Full one-third of these could have been saved if the Grand Lodge had im

posed upon the retiring and the incoming Masters, the duty of seeing that 
the officers were duly installed, as has always been done in Maine and the 

other jurisdictions in this section of the country. 
We are glad to read the following: 

"So far as I have been able to learn, clandestine Masonry in Ohio is fast 
becoming a thing of the past. The lodges are closing their rl oors, and the 
members openly renouncing allegiance to these so-called masonic bodies." 

He had visited a large number of the lodges, but reports only those at 
which he performed official acts. 

The number of these indicate a high degree of interest and activity among 

the craft. He had laid corner stones in many cases; but the. occasion of the 

most interest was the lay ing of the cornerstone of'' Moore Masonic Temple,'' 

in the city of Delaware, of which we have already spoken. Tile Grand 
Master says: 

"Bro. Sidney Moore was made a Master Mason in Hiram Lodge on Feb
ruary 12, 1856, and, in age of masonic service, he stands to-day second on 

• the roll of members. He early passed through all the degrees of the York 
and of the Scottish Rites, including the 33° of the la tter Body. He has 
served in all the offices of the lodge, from the lowest to the highest, many 
times in the highest ones, and for twenty consecutive years up until to-day 
he has been its Treasurer, and in 1872-73 served this Grand Lodge as its 
Junior Grand Warden. 

"The idea which is now in fulfillment, has been in Bro. Moore's mind for 
many years; that the lodge in which his father so long worked, and in which 
he himself was made a mason, should have a permanent home has been an 
incentive to him in his life's labor and toil. 

"From the inception of the idea to the completion of the s\l.me he has had 
the sympathy and wise counsels of his esteemed wife. Together th ey ha ve 
thought anti planned how best to carry out their purpose, and how to make 
the gift the most suitable to that end in view." 

He announced that all the law cases growing out of "Cerneau Masonry" 

had been decided in favor of the Grand Lodge, and submitterl the report of 

M. W. BARTON SMITH, " who had so ably and successfully conducted these 

cases." We give the conclusion of his report: 

"Unlil the decision of the Chandler, Anrlerson and Gilbert cases, there 
remained a shadow of a pretense of a claim that the Hershiser case had been 
decided upon the proposition that that action could not be maintained 
by the several plaintiffs jointly, but the possibility of such a claim is now 
removed, and it may be regarded as the settled law of Ohio that a masonic 
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lodge has the right to try and discipline its members in accordance with the 
laws of the order, that the remedy for any claim of error in such trial is to 
the higher tribunals of the Order itself, and that the civil courts will not 
interfere with the constructiol1 or enforcement of masonic law." 

Thus is re-affirmed a doctrine of the highest importance to Masonry and all 
other societies of a fraternal or social character. We have watched these 
cases with much interest and have been favored with copies of the briefs, 
and while we have marked the reference of the Grand Master to Brother 
Smrn, as a quotation, we most fully and heartily endorse it. 

The Grand Master gives in his address the reply of P. G. Master NELSON 
Wrr.J.IAMR upon the presentation of a jewel to him in behalf of the Grand 
Lodge, that it may be preserved in the records: it richly deserves to be. 

Grano Secretary BROMWELL reports that all the lodges made returns 
within the specified time and all save one paid dues: one lodge had surren
dered its charter: an unusually large amount of work had been dcine, and 
the net gain in membership was 1,:353: twenty lodges had lost, three held 
their own, and all the rest made gains: the total rnern bership is just about 
double ours in Maine. 

The Grand Lodge again decided not to adopt the one ballot system, or a 
limit within which a new petition cannot be presented after a rejection. 

Last year a Committee on" Veteran Membership" was appointed to con
sider whether by-laws shall be allowed which exempt a member from dues 
after a certain length of membership: the committee discuss the subject at 
length and ably, but conclude there is neither providence, justice or wisdom 

in the plan and recommend that the present policy continue, and the Grand 
Lodge so voted. 

This Grand Lodge is fortunate in having uearly all : the returns from its 
lodges since its organization over ninety years ago: and it ordered that a 
duplicate set be made under the direction of the· Grand Secretary, to be 
kept in a vault separate from that of the Grand Secretary. It is expected 
that it will take four or five years to do this and that the expense will be 
over three thousand dollars. 

P. G. MasterS. SrACKE!t Wrr.LIAMS presented bis large and very valuable 
masonic library to the Grand Lodge : whereupon: 

"Upon motion, and by a unanimous standing vote, the gift was accepted, 
and the thanks of this Grand Lodge tendered toM. W. Bro. Williams." 

An amendment to the Code in relation to objection after ballot was 
offered and laid over. It provides in effect that an objection after ballot 
and before initiation may be made in open lodge or by writing filed with 
the Secretary, and shall be entered of record with the name of the objecting 
brother, who cannot be questioned as to his reasons, but he may give them 
if he chooses: reasons for objection to advancement must be given and passed 
upon by the lodge. The effect is to be as follows: 
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"An objection to initiation or a sustained objection to the advance
ment of an Entered Apprentice or of a Fellow Craft, when entered of record 
whether the same be an original or a new objection, shall remain in force 
for three years only, if not Rooner removed, and when the limitation of an 
objection has expired the lodge may, after a clear ballot had at a subsequent 
stated meeting, upon notice of the taking of such ballot given at a preceding 
stated meeting proceed with sueh candidate unless the objection be renewed 
or further objection be filed in writing with the lodge; and when other or 
new objections are given they shall be judged as in the first instance." 

We take the following from the Report of the Trustees of the Masonic 

Home: 

"At the time this report was printed there were 53 men, 23 women, 23 
boys, and 16 girls, or a total of 115 inmates of the Home. Since then their 
have been admitted 6 men, 3 women, aud 5 boys, making at this time 129 
inmates. The boys and girls are young, active, healthy, and happy : the men 
and women are aged, infirm, appreciative and contented. 

"The cost of maintaining the Horne during the past year, including better
ments, was about $20,000, or forty-five cents per capita on all Master 
Masons in good standing in the State." 

The Reports are published in full in the Appendix and we commend them 
to all proposing to adopt this system of charity. 

The Report on Correspondence (138 pp.) was presented by Bro. Wu.r.IAM 

M. CuNNINGHAM. It is a magnificent report, but we can only glance at it. 

Of extreme penaltie~ for non-payment of dues and non-affiliation, he well 

says: 

"It is seriously to be rleprecated that non-payment of dues only-whether 
caused by inability or neglect-should be held to be a capital offence by the 
craft in several States. Much to the regret of the writer, Ohio is among the 
number, and although suspension from all the rights and benefits of Masomy 
is mandatory by the Grand Lodge, yet the extreme penalty of expulsion 
after trial is really optional with the lodge; however, seldom other than the 
extreme penalty is inflicted. Dropping from the roll, or suspension from 
all of the rights anrl privileges of Freemasonry, but with the right of per
sonal re-instatement upon payment of delinquent dues, should be a sufficient 
punishment for the offence; further than that would seem to indicate a 
spirit of vindictiveness and thumb-screw penalties entirely contrary to the 
principle of brotherhoorl, and the broad mantle of a mason's charity is 
thereby caused to shrink to the dimensions of a postage-stamp so far as the 
impecunious brother is concerned.'' 

It is hard to feel obliged to say it, but the profane world are already 

beginning to tannt us with punishing more surely and more severely the 

non-payment of dues than violationR of the moral law, and that our charity 

for erring brethren is gauged by what it costs. 

He urges the trial of "membership at large": but that has been In force 

in Maine quite a number of years, and scarcely any have availed themselves 

of it. 

Of the "Past Master's Degree" he says: 

"Instead of a concerted endeavor to eliminate the innovations and un
masonic features that have so generally obtained in the so-called Past 
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Master's degree-or grade of Installed Mastsr-there seems to be a periorli
cal effort to decry its real use, and expunge it from the Rite by ridicule and 
contumely. The pertinent anrl beautiful ceremonies of Installed Master, 
heretofore cited, as worked under the English ritual, should be used to 
supersede the mummery that has displaced its lessons and symbolism. 

"The following excerpt of a recent paper of V. W. Bro. Robert F. Gould 
will be of interest in this connection, in showing that the degree is not of 
American origin, as so often claimed: 

"' The degree of In stalled or Past Master would appear-as I wrote in the F,-eemason more 
than ten vears ago-to ~1ave been in vented by the schismatic Grand Lodge of England (or so
called u Anci ents ") to serve as a constructive passing Of the chair, and thereby to qualify 
brethren for the Royal Arch, which could only be communicated to actual or Past Masters of 
lodges. In other words, the practice of the" Ancients " of conferring the Arch upon brethren 
not legitimately entitled to receive it brought about a co11structive passing through the chair. 
which, by qualifying ca ndidates not otherwise e ligible, naturally entailed the introduction o f a 
ceremony additionaL to the simple forms known to Payne, Anderson and Desaguliers. But 
whateve r secrets were then peculiar to Royal Arch Masonry, every candidate who was received 
wit hin its pale became acquaint ed with them all. The degree was at first itwariably conferred 
in the lodges, and it was not until comparatively late in the last century th :u chapters of the 
Order were established under th e hierarchy of principals. 

"' For a long time the degree of Past Master continued to be g iven in English chapters to 
all candidates for the Roya l Arch, and the practice appears not to have been forbidden until 
1826.'" 

"The Grade belongs to Craft Masonry, and tbe use of its esotery by 
chaptel'S of Royal Arch Masons for the quftlification of candidates for the 
Hoyal Arch, does not therr.by abrogate its right to and control of the grade. 
Dispensations by Grand Masters to 'pass the chair,' as in Pennsylvania, 
would be a better arrangement than as at present, and could be made to 
contribute largely by the fee therefor to Grand Lodge charity funds." 

If, in addition, many good brethren can be made to comprehend ·that the 

lodge " Past Master's Degree" and the chapter "Past Master's degree" 

are two entirely different things, we shall have a rest. What though one 

may have been taken for the other? Shall we throw away any of our cere

monies which have been copied with slight variations (as has really been 

done) by other organizations? For this reason we do not concur in our 

brother's last sentence. That plan would still give two kinds of Past 

Masters, as is the case in Pennsylvania. 

Heferring to the charge of Bro. HoBB INS that "Iligh Hites " gave the 

origin to "Cipher Rituals," he says: 

"The reiterated Btatements of High Rite origin of Cipher Hituals whether 
written or printed, is of no weight whatever, as both methods antedated in 
Cra ft Masonry their use in the so called higher bodies, as until the early 
part of the present century Capitular and Templar Masonry was controlled 
and conferred under the auspices alone of Craft Masonry; all such state
ments, therefore, are absurd in themselves, and have hitherto been suffici
ently refuted to preclude any necessity for further reply." 

Of the Michigan law, which we have criticiserl, he says: 

" A series of iron-clad amendments to the by-laws and regulations of the 
Grand Lodge in re dimits and non-affi liates was adopted by the Grand Lodge 
-viz: after the lapse of a year, a dirnitted brother, unless he has already 
applied for affiliation, shall 'be subject to all the disabilities of a suspended 
mason.' And' no member shall be permitted to dim it' except for removal 
from the Grand Jurisdiction or for affiliation in another lodge. A member, 
however, on his written application, may be permitted to withdraw from a 
lodge, and his name be stricken from the rolls, 'and he shall not therenjter 
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be considered or treated as a member of the Fraternity.' ~ot much of one's 
'own free will and accord' about that kind of membership." 

He endorses Bro. Tonn's contention that the word "Order," in spite of 
usage, is not properly applied to Masonry: bnt usage and not derivation 
gives the meaning to words, and writers, if they would write intelligently, 
must recognize that meaning. 

Of the Gran Dieta of Mexico, he says : 
"This Grand Body seems to be pursuing the truly masonic course in

augurated by it a few years since, when it restored that GHEAT LIGHT, th e 
Book of the Law, to its altars and ordered the correction of all other un
masonic practices upon the part of its subordinates. 

"Whi lst it is not yet considered the proper time to recommend its official 
recognition by this Grand Lodge, your comm ittee would , however, express 
their most fraternal gratification at the continued prosperity of La Gran 
Dieta, with their congratulations upon the firmness displayed in its efforts 
for the elevation of Freemasonry in our s ister republic." 

We would glad ly linger longer with this report, but must be content to 
refer our brethren to Bro. CuNNINGHAM's able discussions of various sub 
jects, which if noticed at all, must, in order to be appreciated, be noticed at 

too great length for our report. 

OKLAHOMA, 1899. 

These Proceedings have portraits of the retiring Grand Master, ENocn M. 
BAMFORD, and JAMES S. H uNT, Grand Secretary. 

The Grand Master, ENocn M. ButFORD, thus speaks of the condition of 
the craft: 

"The work for the past year in the masonic field has been a pleasure to 
your Grand Master. I have not founrl that onerous duty of answering letters 
asking unnecessary questions which is the usual complaint of many Grand 
Masters. During the year very few questions have been asked r.ne outside 
of those in this address. The year has been one of prosperity for the craft 
in this Grand Jurisdiction. Our membership has in creased both l:Jy initi
ation and affiliation, and I think it can be said that the material received 
will prove to be living stones in the masonic Temple in Oklahoma. 

"I think I can say with truthfulness that our lodges are over average in 
the work of Masonry and in transacting the ir business. It is true some 
little irregularity has found its way into three of our lodges. Still these 
same members of our masonic family in Oklahoma have been ready , very 
anxious and willing to correct their error at the earliest opportunity. 

"Our increase in the number of lodges in the last year has been over 25 
per cent. T wo of these lodges are at county seat towns with a startinl!' 
membersh ip of twent.y-tbree each, and the others are in growi ng towns and 
villages, with every prospect of maintaining a healthy and steady growth. 
I believe onr membership will be very materially increased this year. Our 
prospect for new lodges the coming year is bright at the present time." 

This extraordinary growth in the number of lodges would be occasion for 
anxiety in an old country, but in that territory which is growing so rapidly, 
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and yet has so much room for further growth, we have no doubt the new 

lodges will justify tile wisdom of creating them. 

He had granted a good many dispensations which woulrl necessarily grow 

out of the condition of things in that jurisdiction. 

We note in passing, that he gives in his address an itemized account of 

his expenditures iu behalf of the Grand Lodge. Without wishing to criti

cise adversely, we cannot help saying that we th ink he might have devoted 

that space to more useful matter. It ought to ·satisfy the bre>thren of his 

jurisdiction to have the occount audited by the Finance Committee, and the 

totals included in the Treasurer's account. 

He had rendered quite a number of decisions, chiefly based upon local 

law, but some of them the application of old principles to that jurisdiction. 

The office of written vouchers is properly stated, so far as it relates to 
proof of the parties being masons, in the followiug. Their real office is to 
show that he hails from a regular lodge: 

"Masons should be able to prove themselves such by their knowledge of 
the work, lectures, signs and words. A certified letter from the Master of 
the lodge of which he is a member will not relieve him of an examination in 
the usual way, but it may very materially aid the Committee of Investiga
t ion to report that the brother is a Master Mason. V isiting masons have 
been vouched for to the lodge as Master Masons who could not give the 
G. M. W., but their knowledge of the words and s igns of the remainder of 
the degrees, coupled with the dimit with the same brother's name s igned in 
the margin, determined the Comm ittee of Investigation (after they had the 
vis itor to sign his name, and it proyed to be the same s ignature and from 
the same ham! as on the d im it) to report him to the lodge as a Master Mason." 

We find from his decisions, also, that an objection after ballot and 

before initiation, has the same effect as rejection on the ballot. 

He discusses to ~ome extent, and very intelligently, the Washington matter, 

saying: 

"In view of that fact it seems strange that the Grand Lodge of Washing
ton, remember ing their early masonic education , should, in the face of all 
the t ies of their masonic duties, at once break down and adopt into thei r 
masonic family· two clandestine-made masons. And it is none the less the ir 
fault that they pretend to allow their lodges to pass upon the legitimacy of 
tile clandestine-made mason-even going still farther in their report and 
allow ing individual masons to judge for themselves and take into their em
brace clandestine-made masons." 

He d ivided the Territory in to four parts for visitation, by himself, the 

Deputy Grand Master and Grand Wardens. 

Their reports show that they had visited quite a large number of lodges, 

and as a whole, report favorably on their cond ition. 

A large amount of routine business receiverl his attention, and his report 

shows that he had been a zealous, judicious and able officer. 

We are more than glad to read the following, as we heartily endorse 
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all that is said of Bro. MuRRow, and it is pleasant to know that his services 

are appreciated at home: 

'· R. W. Brother J. S. Murrow, Grand Se0retary of the Gmnd Lodge of 
Indian Territory and father of Masonry in that juriscliction, being present, 
was conducted to the altar by Bro. D. D. Leach and introduced to the 
M. W. GranO. Master and the brethren of the Grand Lodge. He was then 
conducted to the Grand East and welcomed by the Grand Master in a most ap
propriate and fraternal address, and was given the Grand Honors. Brother 
Murrow responded in an earnest address that will long be remembered b.v 
its recipients, and which was in keeping with the brother's well known 
character and standing, not only as a mason, but as a man whose I ife has 
been devoted to the upbuilding of masonry, morality and good c iti zen~hip 
in as virgin a field as even Bro. Murrow could desire. Bro. Murrow had 
taken a deep interest in the organization of the Oklahoma Grand Lodge, 
and was earnest in his work to that end. It is to be hopecl that this first 
visit will not be the last." 

One of the lodges u. n. fa iled to make returns, and it turned out that 
the reason was that their lodge building had bmned down, so that they had 

no place to meet, and the brethren had come to be discouraged. 

The Grand Secretary says that the hooks for the library a re increasing so 

rapidly that some provision for their care is necessary. 

The Grand Lecturer reports that he had visited fonrteen lodges and that 

they are improving in their work. 

The address of the Grand Orator, CuA RLES DA v, is really worthy of an ex

tended notice, but the difficulty in such case is, that in order to do it justice it 

would be necessary to quote the whole of it. 
A resolution was adopted that hereafter the work shall be exemplified 

on the evening of the first day's session, uncler the direction of the Com

mittee on Work. 

The Grand Lodge decided, overr.lling the decision of the Grund Master, 

that a 'Varden of a chartered lodge cannot be Master of a lodge u. n. This 
seems to depend upon the Constitution of this Gmnd Lodge, othe rwise we 

would be obliged to challenge the correctness of it. 

We notice that the by-laws of the Gmnd Lodge were amended upon 

motion without reference to a committee and without lying over, which or
dinarily would be a dangerous practice, and rather tend to instability of the 

law. 

The Report on Correspondence (pp. 207) was presented by Bro. JAM~~s S. 

HuNT, Grand SE'cretary. 

In his introduction he discusses some import:wt subjects generally and 

then presents a most excellent review of the different jurisdictions, that 

would do great credit to any Grand Lodge in the country. 

In this connection we notice some ad verse criticisms of his Grand Lodge 

because they do not have a Report on Correspondence regularly. He gives, 

as a perfectly good reason for it, the want of finan cial ab ility to do so, and 
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we certainly agree with him, that various expenditures which are made in 

the larger and more wealthy jurisdictions, should not be made until his 

Grand Lod gP. " is quite able to meet the same without distressing her subor
dinates." We trust that this youug and vigorous Grand Lodge may grow 

in number and resources until they are able to give us one. Of course, no 

one can read this report without wishing that we might have one every year. 

For while we have criticised the Grand Lodge of Michigan for its picayune 

policy in this respect, it is because that Grand Lodge is amply able to give 

the craft the benefit of these reports. 

There is one improvement which his printer can make which will render 
his report really more valuable, and that is in distinguishing, by kind of 

type, or the manner of setting it up, between the extracts and origiual 

matter. 

He devotes considerable space to the Grand Dieta, copying Bro. DIEHL's 

report, and considerable from Bro. PARVIN and others, but he expresses no 

conclusion. 

There is one matter in Bro. Du~HJ}s history that we have not noticed. 

It touches really upon the question which is most prominent in the minds of 
very many of the craft: 

"As long as Masonry in Mexico was torn into rival factions, each claim
ing snpremacy, it was wise to postpone recognition until those factions should 
settle Iheir own disputes. That time has now arrived. Masonry in Mexico 
will uot be more united and harmonious if we were to wait a hundred years. 
The few groups now antagonistic to the Gran Dieta will not be likely to 
submit until the Gran lJieta is recognized by foreign masonic powers, if 
then. But they are a mere handful , without influence in the masonic world, 
and their number has been constantly diminishing since the re-organization. 
Their obstinacy is ba~ed upon no abstract principle or right, except the 
right to be obstinate, which, of course, is conceded to be inherent, and it is 
but justice to say that among their number appear the names of Benito 
Juarez, Jr., and others of respectability in that country." 

It will be seen from the following that we are very much in accord with 

Bro. H uNT's views of the questions which have been most fully discussed 
during the past few yE-ars. 

"As we have heretofore expressed our opinion upon most of the other and 
older questions, upon which Masonry is still at sea, we will pass them with 
a simpl e expression of our individual sentiments. The Maine proposition, 
making five years the limit of jurisdiction over rejected candidates, we are 
in favor of. The adoption of this proposition by the several Grand Lodges, 
if it did nothing more, wonld bring us one step nearer the 'mecca' of 
masonic harmony. 

"Drasi.ic laws against non-affi liates we look upon as an impotent ex
prPssiou of a proper indignation against this growing evil, bnt otherwise 
actually barren of results. 

"The Wisconsin plan of relief we would not endorse, as the charity that 
expends the other fellow's money is hardly of a divine origin. 

"Suspension from all the rights, benefits and prerogatives of Masonry, 
for the non-payment of dues, we denounce as unmasonic. It is a travesty 
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upon that fuRdamental principle of masonic and civil law, which protects 
every man and mason in his rights, until proven guilty by due tria l and 
conviction. Suspension from all lodge privileges would be a just punish
ment for a failure to help bear the burdens of a lorlge. " 

He discusses the Washington matter somewhat, and his views may be in
ferred from the following: 

"Th is colored ghost seems to have bobbed up a long way from home, and 
is creati ng quite a diversion among the several Grand . Lodges. We regret 
beyond expression that the harmony existing among the Grand Lodg~s 
should be so unnecessarily disrupterl by a resun·ection of this long buried 
quest ion. If our Washington brethren were desirous of recording an ex
pression of sympathy with negro Masomy, a lodge of sorrow would have 
been a very appropriate proceeding, possibly. That is just what our Wash
ington brethren have been doing inadvertently." 

In his review of Maine he quotes the amendments which have been made 

to our Constitution since 1893, relating to Grand Longe clothing aud to the 

jurisdiction of lodges and the provisions in regarrl to rejected caurlidates. 

He speaks of our report, woudering how we can get time to wr ite it. 

This is not so difficult a matter as he supposes. Very many of the questions 

nurler discussion have been discusserl so frequently, that they are familiar 

to us and we are not obliged t_? "look them up every time." And then, 

again, we have done it so long that it is not a "task," as he says it is to him. 
We think he will take a different view of that, after writing a few more 

rep<?rts, and really enjoy the work. He makes that statement at the be

ginning of his report, and we doubt very much, whether after finishing 1t, 

be would not say that he had really enjoyed it. It reads as if he bad. 

OKLA HOMA, 1900. 

This Grand Lodge having changed its date of meeting to February, we 

received the Proceedings of the current year in season for this report, and 

we prefer to review them now instead of letting them wait a year and a 
half, as we think that in the future we shall receive them in seasop. 

We have a portrait of M. W. Bro. WILLIAM L. EAGLETON, the retiring 

Grand Master. 
A special session was held to la,v the corner-stone of a tern pie in the city 

of Guthrie. This is an indication of the prosperity of the craft in that juris

d iction. 
The Grand Master says the year had been a very pr,,sperous one, there 

having been a very satisfactory increase in membership, the intlue11 ce 

of the craft becoming more extensive, and peace and harmony aln1ost un i

versally prevai li ng. 

There had been a few cases of d iscord, and lte urges that while differences 

of opinion must be expected, they must be settled in tlte masonic manner. 
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Anrl he urges that in the Grand Lodge the discussions shall be so conducted 

that there will be no sore places left when the result is reached. 

The territory had been divided into four districts for visitation by the 
Grand Officers. l-Ie had visited every lodge in his district but two, and his 

report , as a whole, is a very favorable one. 

He had attended the Washington Centennial, and of this he says: 

"On December 13, 18!19, I had the extreme pleasure of visiting the Grand 
Lodge of Virginia, at Alexandria, Virginia. As the Grand 'Master of the 
youngest Grand I"odge, I was greeted with the Grand Honors, and had the 
pleasure of addressing the assembled hundreds. It was the evening before 
the centennial ceremonies of the lOOth anniversary of the death of Brother 
George Washington were observed, and there were present upon the occa
sion not only the officers and members of the Virginia Grand Lodge, but 
Grand Officers and representatives from a very large number of the Grand 
Lodges of the United States, and many from other countries. It was a 
feast to sit and listen to the wisdom that flowed upon that occaHion, as many 
of the very bright ligbts of the Order addressed tile meeting." 

He recommends that the Grand Lodge adopt the Grand Representative 

system, but his recommendation was not adopted. We regret this, because 

almost all the Grand Lodges, which abandoned it, have again adopted it. 

The Grand Lodge had not made provision to pay his expenses to the Cen

tennial, and of this he says: 

"I then wrote a circular letter to each lodge and member of the Grand 
Lodge, telling th em that I felt unable to bear the whole expense of the trip 
myself, and asked if it was the wish that I attend said meeting, and, if so, 
if they would be willing that the Grand Lodge re-imburse me to the extent 
of !$75.00 on my expenses. The brethren throughout Oklahoma responded 
with good will and alacr ity, insisting on my going, I went and I am glad 
that I did. I was treated throughout most royally, and I only wish that I 
had the time and ability to explain to you all that I saw and all that I beard. 

"I met masons from every quarter and from every clime, and formed 
many friendships which I hope may be renewed in time to come." 

We are very glad indeed that he was there. It did great good , and the 

brethren from all over the country were very glad indeed to meet him, and 

it was a good thing for his Grand lodge and for the craft in his jurisdiction, 

that he did attend. 

From a decision which he made, we find that the same rule prevails as in 

MainE' in regard to physical qualifications. 

He is very anxious that provision should be made for a Masonic Home, 

and he had very carefully examined the history of these enterprises in other 

jurisdictions, and he proposes to go to work wisely-that is, to begin to ac

cumulate the funds by voluntary contributions and otherwise, until enough 

should be raised to justify the Grand Lodge in establishing the Home. 

In agreeing with his recommendations in relation to the Home, the Grand 

Lodge adopted a regulation providing for a lloard of Trustees to receive anrl 

invest the funds contributed for that purpose, and to report their progress 
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at each session of the Grand Lodge. By vole of the Grand Lodge, the 

Grand Master was elected a member of this boarct, and we have but little 
doubt, but that his energy and interest in the matter will make the project 

something more than a nominal one. , 

Six dispensations for new lodges had been issued during the year. 

The Grand Secretary speaks in high terms of the promptness with which 
the annual returns bad been made. 

The following resolution was adopted: 

"Resolved, That the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge A. F. & A. M , of 
Oklahom a, does fully Pndorse the organization known as "The Order of the 
Eastern ,Star "-not as a part of Masonry, but as a. most powerfnl adjunct 
to Masonry in its great work-it being composed of Master Masons, their 
wives, widows, mothers, sisters and daughters. And we recommend the 
order to all mason s." 

The Grand Lecturer's report shows that he had visited forty of the fony

eight lodges, and he reports very favorably upon their cond ition. The ex

pense of his visitations is borne partly by the Grand Lodge and partly by 
the lodges. 

The resolution dividing the Territory into four d istricts for visitation by 

the Grand Officers, was repealed, and the visiting of the lodges left largely 

to the Grand Lecturer, except when the Grand Master deems it wise to go 
himself , or ·send some other Grand Offir.er. 

There is no Report on Correspondence, but a resolution was adopted in

structing the chairman to prepare one to be presented at the next session, 
and printed in the Proceedings. 

OREGON, 1899. 

This pamphlet has for a frontispiece a portrait of M. W, Bro. JOHN B. 

CL~<:LANI>, the retiring Grand Master. 
In his address, M. W. Bro. CLELAND notices briefly public events, closing 

as follows : 

"No doubt Masonry will be profoundly affected by the great changes 
which will follow es tablished peace. The station of this Grand Lodge 
renders it probable it may be called to bear a conspicuous part in the masonic 
history of the coming years . . This will be an add itional incentive to bear high 
the star:dard of the Order and renew our vows of devotiou and service to 
its cause." 

He a nnounced the death of Past G. Master GEo. M. STRou n, who at the 

time of his death was, and for some time previous bad been, the Grand 

Lecturer. He bad been at the bead of the Grand Lodge, Grand Chapte r 
and Grand Council, and bad been a very active mason in that jurisdiction, 

and was deservedly loved and honored. 
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Among the Grand Representatives appointed by him is that of EID!ON D. 
EASTMAN near our Grand Lodge. 

He announced with great satisfaction the action of the Grand Lodge of 
Peru in rescinding the decree by which the Bible was banished from the 
altars of its lodges. But as the Grand Lodge had never maintained fraternal 
correspondence with the Grand Lodge of Peru, he had no edict to revoke. 

He gives a brief account of his official acts, largely of a routine character, 
and of visits, and dispensations granted. 

He announced quite a number of decisions, from which wo are sorry to 
perceive that his jurisdiction has apparently adopted an innovation by re
stricting the rights of masons to choose the lodge of which they are to be
come members. 

He held that a mason residing out of the State could not be received as a 
member of an Oregon lodge. 

The law of his Grand Lodge is, that after a petition has been accepted, 
the candidate remains perpetually the work of the lodge, and in this connec
tion we note that our Maine proposition in relation to jurisdiction over re
jected material, failed of adoption by a small majority, the Grand Lodge 
thus continuing to maintain the doctrine of perpetual jurisdiction. 

He carried the new doctrine of membership so far as to decide that a 
member residing within the jurisdiction of the mother lodge, after a new 
lodge is formed, cannot be allowed a dimit to become a member of the new 
lodge. 

This Grand Lodge is in a cmious situation in relation to an Educational 
·Fund. Early in its history a movement was started to provide a fund to 
educate the children O~Jloor brethren, but as the State became settled, it 
made most ample provision for the education of its children in the public 
schools, so that there has been no call for this fund, and the result had been 
that it has accumulated to the amount of one hundred thousand dollars. 
The fund owns 896 shares of the Temple stock, and has cash on hand besides, 
to the amount of over twelve thousand dollars. From 1868 to 189!l, only 
eighty dollars was appropriated, and that was for the purchase of books for 
the Orphans' Home, and a part of that still remains unexpended. 

The committee says in relation to the matter, that for almost one-half a 
century the Grand Lodge has been either unable or unwilling to adopt any 
plan 'by which the income can be applied to any useful purposes. 

We do not know how it is in Oregon, but in Maine, in such a case, pro
viHion has been made by the Legislature for the application of the fund to 
other benevolent or charitable purposes, and sometimes the aid of the 
Supreme Court has been invoked, but as a rule the intervention of the 
Legislature has been sufficient. 

The Grand Master devotes considerable space in his alldress to the dissem
APP. 13 G. L. 
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ination of the work. He suggests that the office of Grand Lecturer be abol
ished, and the duties of that office be transferred to three Custodians. 

He also urges that some standard for the unwritten work be adopted, say
ing that there is none in that jurisdiction, although he had used MActo;y's 
Manual of the J.odge, because, while there was no record to that effect, there 
was a tradition that this work had once been adopted by the Grand Lodgr 
as its standard. 

The Grand Lodge adopted his recommendation, and made the "Manual 
of the Lodge " the official text book of that jurisdiction. 

He discusses the Washington matter to some extent, the key .. note of his 
views being as follows: 

"One held to be a clandestine mason by the Grand Jurisdiction where 
made must on the same record be held clandestine everywhere by all regu
lar masons. Jlll'isdiction of Ancient Craft Masonry can be rightfully exer
cised by one Grand Lodge, and but one, in any State of the Union." 

In his conclusion, he says: 

"The future of Masonry in this Grand Jurisdiction is one of great prom
ise. There is a distinct movement toward the fraternity; accessions are 
numerous, and the material excellent. Let us all with patience, wisdom 
and zeal endeavor to perform our share of the great work ' while it is yet 
day; for the night cometh, when no man can work.'" 

The following resolution in regard to the educational fund was adopted: 

"Resolved, That whenever the Master of a subordinate lodge shall find a 
child of a mason in the jurisdiction of his lodge which needs assistance in 

• obtaining an education, it shall be his duty to report the same to the Grand 
Master. The Grand Master and Committee ou Educational Fund shall ex
amine into all such cases, aud on the 1st of September and February of each 
year shall appropriate to such children such sums as iu their judgmeut are 
required for their assistance: Provided, that the total amount so appropri
ated shall not exceed the total amount of the iucome from the educational 
fuud for the preceding six months." 

The Grand Lodge correctly decided that when charges had been preferred 
in a lodge, the death of the accuser before trial bas no effect, but that it is 
the duty of the Junior Warden to see that the case is prosecuted to a fin~tl 
result. 

The following resolution was also adopted: 
"Resolved, That all laws and regulations of this Grand Lodge which refer 

to a Past Master's degree be and are hereby repealed." 

If this leaves the matter as it is left in Maine, and as we understand it to 
do, it was a just and proper thing. The ceremony called the l'ast Master's 
degree being a part of the installation of the Master, is properly left where 
masonic usage leaves it. 

In a case in which a lodge had accepted a cand idate residing within its 
jurisdiction, who had been previously rejected in another lodge iu that 
State, the lodge rec.eiving the candidate was ordered to go no further until a 
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waiver of jurisdiction should be obtained from the other lodge, and a new 
ballot taken on the application. 

We find that the recommendation of the Grand Master, that the office of 
Grand Lecturer be abolished and three Custodians appointed in different 
parts of the State as a substitute for him, was adopted. 

During the session, M. W. Bro. LEVI ANKENY, Past Grand Master of the 
Grand Lodge of Washington, was introduced a)ld welcomed, and responded 
in a cordial manner. The Representatives of foreign jurisdictions were re
ceived and welcomed, and they responded: concerning which the Grand 
Secretary makes the following note: 

'' Note.-It is beyond the Reporter's power to say whether the Grand 
Master's address of welcome, elegant in diction, profound in thought and 
eloquent in expression, or the response of Past Grand Master Clow, was the 
masterpiece of fraternal oratory." 

The Report on Correspondence (pp. 190) was presented by Bro. RoBERT 
CLOW. 

It is with a heavy heart that we make the announcement that since we 
first read this report, and before we came to a review of it, he had ceased 
from his earthly labors. We had noted several points for discussion in 
which our views differed from his, but now that he cannot reply we shall 
refrain from it. 

Bro. CLOw has acquired, and justly, a very high reputation in this depart
ment of masonic labor, and his services therein have been invaluable not 
only to the craft in Oregon, but wherever the Proceedings of his Grand 
Lodge are read. We have always regarded him as a mason of the old style 
whose example it would be safe to follow, as he was guided by the ancient 
usages, laws and cust(!)ms of the craft. 

His views in relation to cipher rituals, to which he gives considerable 
space in his report, may be inferred from the following: 

" He never has favored a cipher ritual, nor defended the wisdom of such 
a publication: but, acknowledging the doctrine of Grand Lodge sovereignty, 
he believes in the right of a Grand Lodge to authorize such a ritual if it 

.sees fit. If our learned brother means by this that a Grand Lodge may do 
this simply because it has the power, we fully concur: but if he means that 
a Grand Lodge has the right to do that for which it which it would punish 
an individual brother, we beg to disagree." 

In his review of Washington, he refers to the new departure of that Grand 
Lodge, and says: 

" Personally we do not desire to revive a dead and buried issue of long 
ago, but desire to say that in our judgment the Grand Lodge of Washington 
has committed a grievous error and created confusion and engendered dis
trust that can only be eradicated by a prompt and unqualified repeal of the 
foregoing resolutions." 
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He then gives extracts from the reports of the Massachusetts committee, 

and quotes at length our report of last year, adding at the end: 

" We regret this ill advised action of the Grand Lodge of Washington, 
and trust that the sober second-thought of the members will assen itself by 
rescinding it former action at the coming session." 

We give his closing words: 

"We have reached the end of our annual journey around the masonic 
world. Though long and tedious, the journey has not been ctreary ; neither 
has it been devoid of pleasure. We have enjoyed our communion with our 
fellow-reporters, and drank deep of the cup of pleasure, always to be found 
in the center of the round·table. 

"We claim and expect from our brethren the same generous indulgence 
toward the imperfections of this report which has been bes towed upon om 
efforts in this line of work in the past, and to the corps reportorial we ex
tend onr sincere thanks for their uniform kindness and courtesy, and we 
beg to assure one and all that we cherish the kindest feeling toward them." 

PENNSYLVANIA, 1899. 

The fwntispiece is a picture of the Masonic Temple from a plate spec

ially made for the purpose, which is to be given annually in th e Proceed

ings. 
We have also the portrait of the Grand Master, HENI\Y W. WII~LIAM S , 

and of Past Grand Master WILLIA~l WHITNEY. 

At the first Quarterly, a novel and interesting case came before the Grand 

Lodge. A charge was made against a brother for causing to be published 

in the Philadelphia newspapers, a forged letter pnrporting to be from the 

Mayor of Swampscott, Mass., to the Mayor of Philadelphia, stating that the 
body of a brother who had committed su icide had washed ashore, with the 

malicious intent to injure the latter. 

The lodge referred the charge to a comm ittee to determine whether a trial 

was necessary. The committee decided against a trial, and the lodge ac
cepted the report. An appeal was taken to the Grand Lodge. wh ich 

reversed the decision of the lodge and ordered a trial. 

The Committee on Appeals say : 

"The brother who brings the charges is the President of a National Bank, 
the Treasurer of the Managers of a Soldiers' Home, and one of the Sinking 
F und Commissioners of the City of P !Jiladelphia. He occupies, besictes, 
other judiciary positions and posts of honor, and is a well-known citizen. 
He is, besides, a man of family . 

"The letter, published in a way to g•ve it the widest publ icity, charges 
that he committed suicide, thus imputing to him the commission of a crime. 
That the writer intended to injure him in character, business, and home 
circle, the accusing brother charges. As no refutation of the charges was 
a ttempted to be made, every a llegation made by Bro: W. must be tak en, 
for our present consideration of the case, to have been conceded." 
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It was objected that the lodge had no jurisdiction because it was a matter 
for the ci vii courts. 

In reply to this, the comm ittee well say: 

"But to traduce a. brother Master Mason's character, to charge him 
with crime, to attempt to injure him in his business and in his family, are 
more than mere violations of civil law. These acts constitute gross unma
sonic conduct, to be dealt with by masonic authority under masonic law." 

In this connection, it should be noted that in Pennsylvania, as we under
stand it, and as we stated last year, lodges do not take cognizance of crim
inal offences (unless also violations of express masonic obligation), but 

leave them to the conrts, and when a brother is convicted by them, his 

name is strnck from the roll in a manner tlutt makes it equivalent to expul
sion, without any trial by the lodge. 

We are not su re that we are stating the usage accurately or that it in

cludes any offences not felonies. This usage explains the significance of the 

objection, that it " was a matter for the civil courts." But that usage has 

never been extended, so far as we have seen, to unma.sonic conduct towards 
a brother, which under the civil law would only be the ground for a civil snit 
for damages. 

In all other jurisdictions in the Uni ted States, lodges take jurisd iction of 
criminal offences upon the ground that as by the fundamental principles of 

the Institution "a mason is obliged by his tenure to obey the moral law," 

any violation of that law is unmasonic conduct, or, as it is often stated, 
•• conduct unbecom ing a mason. " 

The case in question went back to the lodge, and was tried by it, and the 

accused convicted and expelled. He appealed to the Grand Lodge and the 

expulsion was sustained. The case grew out of a quarrel between the two 

brothers in relation to the management of a Masonic Home in which they 

were both managers. 

The Committee on Appeals, after stating that the accused (W. H. H.) 

well knew t.hat the accuser was a Master i\lason, say: 

"With this direct personal knowledge of his duty to a brother Master 
Mason, he falsely and fraudulently pretended to be the Mayor of Swamp
scott, Massachusetts, so that in this pretended offic ia l capacity he wrote a 
letter directed to the Mayor of the City of Philadelphia, where Bro. W. re
sidect anct held a high fratemal, social, and commercial reputation, in which 
letter he stated, in such language and by direct inference, the false fact that 
Bro. W. had committed suicide, and that his body had been washed ashore 
by the sea at Swampscott. The letter purported a pergonal knowledge of 
the facts therein stated, and in view of the additional facts that Bro. W. and 
W. H. H. had been personally and well acquainted for a number of years, 
and had been associated in the management of the Masonic Home in official 
and managerial relat ion thereto, and that the letter was in a simulated 
hand writing and signed by a fa lse name, it is properly character ized as g ross 
unmasonic conduct. The writing and publication of such a letter and tele
gram under the circumstances of this case could emanate from a maliciously 
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disposed mind only, and the certain results which must of necessity be ex
pected to follow the announcement of the startling fact therein stated could 
be interpreted only to mean a desire to injure Bro. W. in the esteem of per
sons who know him and to cause great grief to his relatives and friend~ . 
Such a piece of sensational folly might be promptly Pxplained, but it does 
not change the motive and purpose inciting the act. Every fact stated was 
false, as Bro. W. was at that time in good health and was actively engaged 
in responsible business affairs in Philadelphia." 

The appeal was based wholly upon technicalities, which were overruled; 
the conclusions of the committee, as above stated, are beyond question 
correct and the decision a most righteous one. 

This Grand Lodge was most grievously afflicted by the death, within a month 
after his installation, of the R. W. Grand Master, HENRY W. WILLIAMS, 
in his sixty-ninth year. He was a judge of the Supreme Court and died in 
Philadelphia, away from his home, while in attendance upon the court. He 

had been an active mason, holding many offices in the subordinate bodies, 

serving as High Priest of his chapter as late as 1886, his eleventh year, but 
in three periods of service. He had served as a judge almost thirty-four years 

and had a national reputation. As a man, a mason and a judge he deserv
edly stood high in the affection and respect of all who knew him. 

At the June Quarterly, the Acting Grand Master, GEORGE E. WA GNE n, 
said: 

"It is again my sad and melancholy duty to announce to Grand Lodge 
the decease of distinguished brethen : 

"Right. Worshipful Past Grand Master .Brother Joseph Eichbaum was 
stricken with apoplexy April 15, 1899, and died within a few minutes. 

"Past Master Bro. John Slingluff was instantly killed in the railroad acci
dent at Exeter, Pennsylvania, on May 12, 1899. 

"District Deputy Grand Master Brother Andrew J . Kauffman died at 
his home in Columbia on May 19, 1899, after a lingering illness of upward 
of twelve months." 

Bro. JonN SLING LUFF was a very close and intimate fri end of Bro. Ercn
BA uM, and the Grand Master well says that " It is a cm·ious coincidence 
that these friends, who were so constantly togeth er in life, should meet 
sudden and unexpected death within such a short period of time, let us feel 

assured to be again united." 

We had the pleaRure and benefit of a personal acquaintance with Bros. 
E rcnnAuM, and KAuFF~rAN and join with onr Pennsylvania brethren in 
lamenting their deaths, and in the tributes to their memory. 

Eulogies of Bros. WILLIAMS and ErcrmAUM were delivered in the Grand 
Lodge and are published in these Proceedings, and pamphlet editions were 
ordered. 

In another case of discipline, the decision was set aside, because the 
witnesses, who were masons, were allowed to testify without bei ng required 
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to " declare that their evidence was given on their obligations as Free
masons.'' 

The committe thus state the law: 

" Witnesses called to testify on the trial of such a charge, if not members 
of the fraternity, must be sworn, and if members, must be required to 
promise and declare that their testimony will be given on their obligations 
as Freemasons, before it is received." 

Other objections were made which the committee dispose of as follows: 

"In the opinion of your committee, it is not only proper for the Wardens 
of a lodge, in their official capacity, to present charges of unmasonic conduct 
against a member whom they have cause to believe guilty, but it may at 
t.imes be their duty to do so; nor does the committee think that t.he lodge is 
deprived of its right to pass final judgment on a member because it has, on 
information received, instructed them to present such charges. 

"A lodge is not required to retain among its members one who has been 
guilty of unmasonic conduct, because no one who bas suffered a personal 
wrong or grievance can be found to present the charges. 

"Certainly the defendant can have no cause to complain because the 
charges against him are presente<l by officers whose only motive is the inter
ests of justice, instead of by one who bas a personal injury to red ress, or a 
personal wrong to rectify. Nor can we believe that a lodge which has, on 
information received, instructed its Wardens to present charges against a 
member woul<i hesitate to dismiss the charges if, on final hearing, the evi
dence failed to substantiate them." 

We give these because the questions are liable to arise in Maine, and th is 
statement of the law is undoubtedly correct, save that under our law the 
Junior Warden is the officer to make the charges. How this became the 
law we have never ascertained, but have thought that it grew out of that 

part of the charge to the Junior Warden, that the craft, while at refresh
ment, are under his particular charge. 

Extensive improvements in the interior of the Temple are contemplated; 
the report of an architect had been obtained and the matter was referred to 
a committee. 

The committee on Library made a very ittteresting report, showing a 
very satisfactory c )l]dition of the library. 

Another case of discipline was before the Grand Lodge, stated as follows: 
" He reports that the appellant, at the time a resident of St. Petersburg, 

Clarion County, who for many years had been a highly respecte<i physician 
with a large practice, was charged with ungentlemanly acts and unmasonic 
conduct, while eng;1ged in the performance of the duties of his profession, 
that were prejudicial to Freemasonry, a serious reflection and injury to the 
lodge, for which he was tried, found guilty, and suspended from member
ship, from which action the appeal is taken." 

The accused attempted to appeal, but did not file notice in season, and 
the appeal was dismissed without action by the Grand Lodge. 

The acting R. W. Grand Master, GEo. E. W AG~<ER, at the annual com

munication, in giving an account of his official action, delivered an able and 
interesting address, only a few parts of which we are able to notice. 
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This Grand Lodge was not represented a t the Washington Centennial. 
It was generally known there by information that either the Grand Lodge, or 
the Grand Master, acting for it, had declined to be representee! . The reason 
was not stated, and as the matter was considerably discussed by those pres
E-nt, we made an effort to obtain the reason given: but. before a reply was 

received to our letter, we received the Proceedings of this Grand Lodge and 
find the correspondence given in the address of Grand Master W AGNNR. 

At the preceding annual communication a brother from Virginia was 

present and made an "eloquent and forcible appeal to this Grand Lodge to 
participate in the celebration." The subject was referred to the Grand 
Master, with power to act. The almost immediate death of the Grand 
Master threw the decision upon R. W. Bro. WAGNER. He consulted 
with his brethren and came to the conclusion that the Grand Lodge should 
not "participate in any public demonstration." In a subsequent letter, he 
refers to the Ahiman Rezon and names the only two occasions on which 
Pennsylvania masons may appear in public. We have not considered the 
question whether the Grand Master could have reached any other conclu

sion under the present Ahiman Hezon of his Grand Lodge. 

But there was a very general expression of regret that the "New Depart
ure" of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania should have prevented her from 
being represented on this occasion, fraught with such important results, not 
only to the country but to Freemasonry. Her declining to be represented 
seemed to be a denial of the universality of the Insti tution. The other 
United States Grand Lodges, as well as the Canadian Grand Lodges and 
the Grand Lodge of Victoria, were either all represented or sent regrets that 
circumstances alone prevented it. 

Many could not help contrasting the course taken by our Pennsylvauia 
brethren with that taken by the fathers in honoring ·W ASIIINGTON in his life
time. The new doctrine t.hat masons cannot "participate in any public 
demonstration" had not then been invented. It is fitting t.hat, as a proper 
part of the honoring of the memory of W ASHJNGTON, we give an account of 
the celebration to which we refer. 

In 1778 the anniversary of ::St. John the Evangelist fell on Sunday: on the 
next day, the Grand Loc' ge of Philadelphia celebrated it, WASIIINGTON being 
present. Rev. Dr. WILLIAM SmTn preached a sArmon. The affair was 
held to be of so much cons-equence that the sermon was printed upon the 
order of the Grand Lodge. Unfortunately the records of the Grand Lodge 
at that date are lost, so that the full proceedings of the Grand Lodge cannot 

be gi ven. Nor have we seen a copy of the pamphlet published in 1778. 
But it was re.printed (according to the title page) in 1783, and included in the 
Ahiman Rezon of that year. The title page of the book says that the book 
with the sermon added is published by order of the Grand Lodge of Penn-
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sylvania. The title page of the appendix states that the sermon was 

preached in Christ Church "by appointment of and before the General 
Commun ication of Free and Accepted Masons of· the State of Pennsyl

vania." The next page has the request of the Grand Lodge, attested by 
the Grand Secretary p1·o tem., for a copy of the sermon for publication, dated 

Dec. 2!l, 1778. 

The next page is as follows: 

"To His Excellency 
GEonGE WASHINGTON, EsQ., 

General and Commander-in-Chief 
of the 

Arruie~ of the United States 
of 

North America; 
The Friend 

Of His Country and Mankind, 
AmbiUons of no higher title, 

If higher was possible; 
The Following Sermon 

Honored with his Presence when delivered, 
is dedicated 

In Testimony 
of the 

Sincerest Brotherly Affect ion 
and 

Esteem of his merit. 
By order of the Brethren, 

. JonN CoATS, G. S. protem." 

Then follows the sermon. In a note he refers to the "London Edition, of 

the sermon on St. John Baptist's day, 1775." We wonder if any copy is 

now extant. And in the sermon he says: 

"Many of you will remember that near the fourth part of a century-a 
period which hath been big with important events and revolutions- hath 
passed away since our last meeting at this place on a similar occasion." 

We quote also his allusion to WASHINGTON: 

"Such, to name no mOI·e, was the character of a Cincinnatus in ancient 
times: ris ing 'awful from the Plough' to save his country; and, his country 
saved, returning to the Plough again with increased Dignity aud Lustre. 
Such too, if we divine aright, will future Ages pronounce to have been the 
character of a * * * *; but you all anticipate me in a Name, whi ch 
Delicacy forbids me, on this occasion, to mentiou. Honoured with his pres
ence as a brother, you will seek to derive Virtue from his example; and 
m•ver let it be said, that any Principles you possess can render you deaf to 
the calls of your country ; but, on the contrary, have auimated you with 
in t repid ity iu the Hour of Danger, and Humanity in the Moments of 
Triumph." 

The conclusion is as follows: 

"But I will detain you no longer, Brethren!-You all pant to have a fore
taste of the Joy of Angels, by calling forth into immediate Exercise this 
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heavenly virtue of Charity ; wh ereby you will give* Glory to the THRICE 
BLESSED THRE E, Father , Son and Holy Ghost, one God over all!" 

"*At the word' Glory' the. Brethren rose together: and in reverent ia l posture, on pronoun c
in g the names of the TR l-UNE GOD accompan ied the same by a correspondent Repet ition of 
the Ancient Sign or Symbol of Divine H omage and Obeisance; concluding with the following 
Response-' Amen! So let it ever be!' " 

The next pages after the sermon are as follows : 

" The following short account of the process ion of t he brethren to and from 
ehnrch, etc., is r ecorded here by Desire: 

" At nine o' clock A. M. near three hundred of the Body assembled a t t he 
College ; where being properly clothed-the officers in the J ewels of their 
lodges, and other badges of their dignity-the procession began at eleven 
o'c lock , v iz: 

1. The Sworn Bearer. 
2. Two Deacons bearing Wands t ipped with gold. 
a. The THR EE 0RDEHS, Doric, I onic and Corinthian; bom e by three 

brethren. 
4. The HOLY BmLE and B ook of Constitu t-ions, on cr imson velvet cush-

ions; borne by the Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary. 
5. A r everend brother. 
6. F our Deacons, bearing Wands. 
7. His E xcellency, our Illustrious Bro. GEOHGE WA SIIINGTON, Esq., 

supported by the GnAND MASTEn and his DepLlty. 
S. The Two Grand Wardens, bearing the proper Pillars. 
9. The Past Masters of d iffe rent LODGES. 

10 . The !'resent Masters of Ditto. 
11. T he Senior Wardens, 1 
12. The Jun ior Wardens, J . . 
18. The Secretaries, Of di ffe rent pn vate Lodges. 
14. The Treasurers, · 
15. Brother Proctor's Band of Music. 
16. Visiting Brethren: A nd 
17. Members of di ffent Lodges ; Two and Two, according to Seniority . 
"The Procession entered the Church in the order of March ; and being 

sea ted in t he Midd le Isle, Prayers were read by the Heverend Mr. WHI T~< ; 
and the follow ing An them sung in its Proper place, by sundry of the Breth
ren accompanied with the Organ and other In strumen_ta l Music, viz : 

"A GRAND SYMPHONY. 
" Cuon us. Behold, how good and joyful a Thing it is, BR ETHRE N, to 

dwell together in UNITY. 
"SoLO. I will give Thanks unto Thee, 0 Lonnl wi th my whole Heart. 

Secretly among the Brethren, and in t he Congregation will I praise Th eel 
I will speak the marvellous Works of thy Hands ; the SuN, and MooN, and 
the STAH S, wh ich thou hast ord ained. 
- "So Lo. Th e people th at walked in Darkn ess have seen a great LIGJI'l' ; 

and on t hem that dwelt in the Land of t he Shadow of Death , doth the glori 
ous Light of .JEH OVAH shine. -

"So Lo. Thou hast gat-hered UR from the EA sT, ant! from the WEST, anrl 
f rom the NoRTH , and from the SouTH-Thou hast made us Companions for 
the Mighty upon Ear th -even for Princes of great Nat ions. 

" 'l'lllo . 0! I AM ! inspire us wi th W ISDOM and STn•;NGTH to support 
us in all ou r Troubles, tha t we may worship TIIEF; iu the BEAUTY OF Hou
NEos! 

" After SEnMON, nearly Fou R H uNDR ED PouNDS were collec ted for the 
Heli ef of the l'onn. The Bn ETHH EN then returned to the College in the 
~~ me Ord er as above Desc ribed; from thence they depar ted to their several 
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Lodges, and spent the remainder of the Day with their usual good Harmony 
and Sociability." 

Then follows the Prayer " Published by Order of the Grand Lodge," and 

adapted for use at the opening and dedicating of a new lodge. 

We think that all will agree that the Grand Lodge of Virginia, in its con

duct of the Centennial, had the warra nt of a precedent set by the Grand 

Lodge of Pennsylvania in the olden time. lt should be noted that the 

account of the Pennsylvania celebration in 1778 was then published by the 

Grand Lodge, and .five years ajterww·ds an account of it was ordered to be 

published in its official Ahiman Rezon. For what purpose, but to serve as 

a precedent for the future ? Moreover, it appears that in 1766, the Graud 
Lodge had met in the same place "on a similar occasion." 

Granrl Master WA GNER disCt:sses the action of the Grand Lodge of Wash

ington, and, as his Grand Lodge is directly interested, we quote what he says, 

although we harl in tended to notice this matter only briefly in this report: 

" One of the matters that required attention was the unfortunate action 
of the Grand Lodge of Washington in permitting its subordinate lodges to 
arlmit, as visitors, clandest ine masons. 

"In accordance with the action of Grand Lodge (had on December 27, 
1898), fraternal relations were suspended with the Grand Lodge of Wash
ington until that Grand Lodge sball have withdrawn its recognition of clan
destine lodges in this jurisdiction. 

"Brother William l-1. Upton, Most Worshipful Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge of Washington, immediately opened up a correspondence with the 
Grand Mast.er of Pennsylvania, which it. fell to my lot to conduct on behalf 
of this Grand Lodge. 

"Most Worshipful Brother Upton, wit.h great skill and ability, defended 
the action taken by his Grand Lodge in June, 1898, which gave recognition 
to two men who claimed to· have been made masons by so-called lodges that 
claimed masonic life, thrOt:gh two spurious Grand Lodges-' The African' 
and 'The Hiram '- that cla im Pennsy lvania as their home, and which ha.d, 
years ago, been declared clandest.ine by this Grand Lodge. Brother Upton 
wrote lengthily and well upon the history of Prince Hall Lodge, which is 
set up as being the progenitor of all these so-called lodges, and apparently 
convinced himself that in our eyes their only offence was their color. He 
also seemed to be fully of the belief that the Grand Lodge of Washington 
did not give recognition to these two so-called Grand Lodges by permitting 
the two parties referred to as visitors, notwithstanding the fact that they 
claimed masonic descent from them: that the Grand Lodge of Washington 
had, therefore, not g iven offence to the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, and 
that the edict of non-intercourse should consequently be withdrawn. 

" Of course, the reply to this was that, the Grand Lodges being spurious 
and clandestine, every lodge or member deriving life from them is spurious 
and clandestine, and the granting of the right of visitation was the recog
ni tion of the legitimacy of the lodges in which the applicants claimed to 
have ' been made masons, and the recognition of these lodges was a recog
nition of the Grand Lodges from which they claimed to derive their author
ity; and this brought us back to the • African' and 'Hiram' Grand Lodges 
that had been man.v years ago declarerl clandestine and illegitimate by this 
Grand Lodge. I advised Most Worshipful Brother Upton that it mattered 
not to us in P ennsylvania what was the color of these parties,-whether 
white, black, yellow or copper-colored; all we desired to know was whet.her 
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they were legitimate masons; if not, they should not be admitted, and that the 
fraternal relations could not be resumed so long as the Grand Lodge of 
Washington permitted its lodges to' recognize them. 

"In ,June, 1899, the Grand Lodge of Washington again considered the 
subject, and apparently rescinded its former action. I say apparently, be
cause it was not, in my opinion, done in reality; the subject was before 
that Grand Lodge in the shape of a report of a com mittee of seven Past 
Grand Masters, and we are advised that this report was adopted, ' the vote 
being almost unanimous.' This report was quite lengthy, and recom
mended that the action of the previous year be reconsidered, which was 
done, with the result that the resolutions prev iously adopted, with one ex
ception, were repealed. If that had been the whole action, it would !Jave 
been entirely satisfactory to us, and the edict severing fraternal relations 
would at once have been recalled; but coupled with this w~s the adoption 
of the report of the committee, which, in several places, pmctically reaf
firmed the action of 1898, nota.bly so in this paragraph: 'Nor can this 
Grand Lodge consent to tolerate the idea that her lodges do not possess the 
plenary rights to determine for themselves,-but for no one else,-subject 
to review by nobody but herself, the status of all persm1s, claiming to be 
masons, who knock at their doors, either for the purpose of visiting or as 
applicants for affiliation .' 

" Upon the receipt of official notice of the action of J nn e, 1899, I wrote 
to Most Worshipful Brother William M. Seeman, the new Grand Master, 

. conceming the action of his Gmnd Lodge, and asking him if it is now per
missible for their subordinate iodges to admit as visitors the two parties re
fen·ed to in last year's Proceed ings, or any others of like masonic standing; 
to which he replied that it was not. Upon the receipt of this letter I felt 
disposed to recall the ed ict of non-intercourse, but, after further considera-· 
tion, concluded to postpone action for the present, recogn izing the fact 
thrrt, while the dec ision of Grand Master Seeman was binding on his Grand 
Lodge during his Grand Mastership, that, after al l, the action of the Grand 
Lodge governed the case, and his successor might interpret it differently, 
and we might be compelled, shortly, to issue another edict in place of the 
one recalled. 

"The last action of the Grand Lodge of Washington says, in substance, 
'Our IodiZeS have the right to decide on the legitimacy of all applicn.nts 
for affiliation or visitation, subject to review by this Grand Lodge only; if 
one of our lodges admits as a visitor, or to membership, a man who hn.s 
been declared illegitimate by the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, who derives 
his masonic life say from the "African" Grand Lodge, m· the "Hiram" 
Grand Lodge, Pennsylvania has no right to object if our Grand J.odge does 
not ;' in other words, 'VVe reserve to our own lodges, and our Grand Lod ge, 
the exclusive right to decide upon the legitimacy of all visiLOrs or affiliates, 
and deny the right of any other Grand Lodge to have an opinion on th e 
subject.' The present Grand l\laste r of the Grand Lodge of Washington 
agrees that such part ies as appeared in 1898 canuot be adm itted, but this 
decision may, or may not, be confi rmed and conti11ued by his successor or his 
Grand Lodge. 

"Pennsylvan ia cannot agree that Washington shall have the exclusive 
right to decide such questions, but claims to have, and exercise, as fully rrs 
heretofore, the right of self-protection. She cannot consent that her declara
tion of the clandestine and jllegitimate character of the 'African ' Grand 
Lodge and the 'Hiram' Grand Lodge shall be subject to rev iew by the 
Grand Lodge of Washington· or any of its subordinates, which would be the 
case if we agreed to the view contained in the report of the Seven l'ast 
Grand Masters and adopted by the Grand Lodge of Washington." 

As to the principles involved, his argument is unanswerable. We have 
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more faith, however, than he does, that there will be no action of the Grand 

Lodge or Gran<! Master of Washington to give just cause of offence in this 

matter; and as edicts of non-intercourse should be made only in extreme 

cases, \ve have hoped that all would be revoked, although the Grand Lodge 

of Washington cannot, in view of her explanations of her receut action, 

complain if they should not be. 

The Grand Master had been quite surprised at the number of applica

tions that were made to him in behalf of many men "mentally and morally 

qual ified, and, in these particulars, desirable acquisitions," but which he 

was obliged to reject because the parties were not perfect physically; he 

says furth er, that there were scores of them, all of whom appoared proper 
and good men, and undoubtedly he might ha ve added, that most of them 

were as capable of performing all the duties of masons at the present day as 

well as he can himself, but his duty was to obey the law and decide that 

they could not be admitted. He issued a circular, giving extracts from the 
present Ahiman Hezon-one nearly two pages in length, evidently the work 

of a recent writer , as it is not in the edition of 1878, or in any of the pre

vious ones. 

Under the rule given, the standard of physical qualification is absolute 

perfection. •· There are no degrees of disability. If it exists, so that the 

slightest violation of the perfectness is cognizable, it is as fatal to the man 

as though it took away his arm, hand, finger, leg or foot." Also the old 

Gothic Constitution is quoted, that "a candidate must be without blem ish." 

To our mind this leads to absurd results: physicians tell us (what we all 

know) that an absolutely perfect man, " without blemish," does not exist, 

so that if this doctrine is rigidly enforced, no one can be made a mason: it 

will not do to say de m'inimus non c11rat lex," because the law as above laid 

down is that there are no degrees of perfectness, and no matter how little 

a man lacks of being perfect, he is not "perfect" and cannot be admitted. 

Obedience to th is law a lso requires that the candidate be stripped to the 

skin and exam ined as recruits are examined for military service: if not, the 

law countenances the absurdity that physical defects covered by one'8 clothes 

are not " cogni zable," and therefore, not" fatal!" 

But this very statement, quotect by our R. W. Brother, shows that it is 

erroneous! "The perfect man is the standard: perfect in his physical form 

and so pe!fect in his mental and moral structure that no deformity in either 

will ever prevent him from properly understanding those virtues and pre

cepts Freemason ry enjoins." Then there are "degrees " in mental and 

mural disability in a "perfect man" but none in physical disability! 

The true rule in relation to "mental and moral" qualification is correctly 

stflled, and if. the author had applied the same rule to physical qualifications, 

viz: "and so perfect in his physical structure that no deform ity will ever 



200 Correspondence_:_ P ennsy!vania. 

prevent him from properly performing the physica~ work l<'reelllasoury re

quires," the rules would have been uniform, in accordance with common 

sense, and, more than all the rest, not derogatory to Masonry. I<or is it not 

derogatory to Masonry to say that the perfectness required in candidatt!S 

has no "degrees" in his physical qualifications, but bas "degrees" in his 

mental and moral qualifications? 

But what is the landmark? For all Grand Lorlges which have sprung 

from the old Grand Lodge of England that question is settled. That Grand 

Lodge, in 1721, approved the following as the correct statement of the hwd . 

mark: 

";\lo Master should take an apprentice unless be be a perfect youth, hn.v
ing no maim or defect in his body that may render him incapable of learning 
the art, of servi ng his Master's Lord, and of being macle a brother." 

Now will the reader please go back and compare this with our paraphrase 

of the Pennsylvania law in relation to mental and moral qualifications? 

Does not the charge quoted say the same in substance? 

In quoting this landmark, those who hold to the perfection theory almost 

invariably leave out all after the word "body"; and in one extract from 

the A hi man Rezon, it is so quoted with "etc." for the rest of the paragraph; 

but a little further on, it is correctly quoted as given above. 
Bearing in mind that this was a rule of operative Masonry, it will -be seen 

that it is precisely adapted to the purpose for which it was designed. In 

fewer words the requirement is that no one shall be taken for an Apprentice 

who is not physically able to become a capn.ble workman in the quarries. 

It is the natural, common-sense rule that lws ever since prevailed in opera
tive employment. It means business, and there is no sentiment in it. 

The idea that the law in relation to the qualification of an operative mason 
is based on the Levitical law in relation to priests is so absurd, that it needs 

no consideration: it is symbolism run mad: even the article cited from the 

Gothic Constitution (so called) refutes it, for the reason given for the rule 

is, " for a maimed man can do the craft no good." 
We are glad to find that while this idea Is stated in the present Abinmn 

Hezon, it has not the authority of any decision of any Grand Master or the 

Grand Lodge, but was evidently the work of the editor, and Grand Master 

W AGNBR does not quote it in his circular or in his address. 

What we have so far written relates more specifically to Grand Lodges 

descended from the old Grand Lodge of England. Whether the "Ancients" 

adopted the same form of the landmark or not we rlo not feel sure. We re

gret that we have not had the time and opportunity to investigate this more 

fully. The perfection doctrine seems to prevail in the Grand Lodges de

sccnderl, wholly or in large part, frum the" Ancients," and in them onl.v. 

The Ahiman Hezon of 1783 does not contain the "Old Charges" : but the 
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editor undertakes to give the substance of them in his own words, although 
hf! frequently marks passages with quotation marks; presumably these are 

from DEnMOTT' s Ahiman Rezon. He says no one can become a membe r 

of a lodge unless, qttoting, "he is also freeborn; of mature and discreet age; 

of good report; of snftic ient natural endowments and senses of a man; with 

an estate, office, trade, occupation or some visible way of acquiring an 

honest livelihood and of working in his craft as becomes the members of 

this most ancient and honorable fraternity, who. ought not only to earn what 

is sufficient for themselves and families, but likewise something to spare for 

works of charity and for supporting the ancient grandeur and digni ty of tho 

royal craft. Every person desiring admission must also be upright in body, 

not deformed or dismembered, at the time of makin g, but of hale and en

tire limbs, as a MAN ought to be." 
This is all we find touching this subject in this book, and rn a nifesL!y our 

Pennsylvania brethren find no warrant in th is for the extreme doctrine they 

now maintain. 
In the Altiman Hezon of 18:25, the Old Charge is given as approved by 

the Grand Lodge of England in 1721. And in the "Rules and Regulations 
of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania," as given in that Ahirnan Rezon, the 

rule is stated as follows (p. 160): 

"The requisite qualifications for a member of a lodge are, that he be of 
good report, f ree-born, of mature age, hale and sound, so as to be capable 
of gaining a livelihood for himself and family and to p erform the wm·k of a 
member in a ludge." 

The Italics are ours to call s~ecial attention to this clause, because, as will 

be seen, it is th e precise equivalent of the statement of the law generally 

preva iling-that the test is, not absolute perfection, but ability to do all 

masonic work. 
The present Constitution, while materially· different from that of 1825, 

docs not justify, as we think, the rigid rule, which, by the decisions of Grand 

Masters within about thirty years, -now prevai ls. In fact, Gral'd Master 

WAGNER did not embo<ly it in his circular, and so does not give it in ili s ad

dress. The provision is: 

"The requisite qualifications for initiation and membership in a lodge, 
are that the petitioner shall be a man, free born, of mature age, sound in 
all his members, of good masonic report, and able to earn a livelihood for 
himself and family and perform the work of a member in a lodge " 

Even in this there is no requirement of the perfection so rigidly reqLtired 

by the dec isions. The rule in 1825 required him to be "hale and sound , so 
as to be capable ," &c.; the rule of the present Constitution requires him to 

be "sour..d in all his members," "of good report" "and able " : the change 

makes the phrase " and perform the work of a member in a lodge " mere 

surplusage and meaningless. 
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We can come to no other cot1clusion than that the construction of the land

mark which Grand Master WAGNER promulgated, is in conflict with reason, 

with the "Ancient Charge" approved in 1721 and recognized as law in 

l'Pnnsylvania in 1825, and even with the specifically enact ed law of that 
Grand Lodge at the present time. 

It is as absurd and misleading to pretend that we admit only men who are 

"perfect physically" as it would be to pretend that we admit only men who 

are perfect mentallv and morally. 

A growing evil is thus noticed by the Grand Master: 

" .\nother departure from the simplicity of our usages and practices is 
taking place in the matter of the lodge notice, which is gradually, under 
apparent competition between the lodges, becoming anything but 'a thing 
of beauty and joy forever'; on the contrary, it is ~t thing of ugliness and 
grief; and, for the purpose of calling a halt, I will, during the corning year, 
refer the matter to the Committee on By-Laws, to prepare a proper form, 
which, if adopted by Grand Lodge, will be forwarded to all lodges, and 
compliance therewith insisted on, so that th e present incongruous com bina
tions may be prohibited and prevented. Some of them are 'fearfully and 
wonderfully made.' " 

Referring to his decisions, which we have not space to notice, he says: 

"Most of the queries had been answered by my predecessors to other in
quirers, and many would have answered themselves if the brethren had 
consulted the Ahiman Rezon, but each brother was entitled to a prompt and 
courteous response, which was a! ways forthcoming." 

In our judgment this is correct ; we have always deprecated the scoldings 

which some Grand Masters have indulged in because they are called upon to 

answer questions, the answers to which they think the inquirer could have 

found in the Constitution. 

We regret to find that he felt obliged to set aside the proceedings of lodges 

in conferring the degree~ on account of informalities in a very large num

ber of cases. 

We find by his address after his insta llation as Grand Maste r, that he too 

felt the same regret. 
Speaking of the parties whose names he had directed to be struck from 

the rolls, he says: 

"Those gentlemen have been badly treated. Rit.her through ignorance 
of the law on the part of lodge officers, or through attempts on the part of 
such officers to ' get around the law,' these innocent victims have been 
made lo suffer. 

"They presented themselves, in good faith, without the special knowledge 
of our requirements, which should be in the possession of lodgP otlicers, and 
because they were unlawfully made, I had no option but to declare the pro
ceedings in their several cases null and. void, and to direct th eir names to be 
strick'm from the list of members." 

We suggest that these consequences prove that the law itself is wrong and 

ought to be amended. A law that confessedly does ·injustice ought not to 



Correspondencc-Pennsylvanz"a. 209 

have any place in any code, much less in Masonry. This law is unquestion
ably contrary to the principles of jurisprudence and justice. It is contrary 
to the practice in any other masonic jurisdiction. Mere irregularities in the 
mode of proceeding do not render the work void, but subjects the lodge to 
discipline. For no fault or even error of his own, the candidate is disgraced 
by having his name struck from the roll, and being debarred from all masonic 
recognition; and the lodge is not obl-iged to repair the injury! And not only 
is the lodge not obliged to make reparation, but it cannot do so if a single 

member objects. 

If the initiation is void, it is an unlawful revelation of the secrets of Free
masonry, for they are revealed to one not a mason, and because he is not a· 
mason, he is under no obligation to even keep them to himself; cipher 
rituals "are nowhere" in comparison . 

We have examined the Ahiman Rezon with some care, and we find no 
enacted law declaring the work void when irregularly done. The practice 
seems to have arisen from the assumption by Grand Masters, that if there 
has been a failure in the smallest particular to obey the law, the work is 
void. This assumption is erroneous upon principle and authority. 

But we hope that if our Pennsylvania brethren cannot adopt this view, 
they will prevent the doing of confessed injustice, by healing, as a matter 
of course, all innocent victims, instead of disgracing them by striking their 
names from the roll; the punitihment should fall wholly upon the officers 
through whose carelessness or fault the law is violated. 

The Heport on Correspondence (212 pp.) is signed by Bros. MICHAEL 
AnNor.n, JAMES M. LAMBERTON, Busnnoo W. JAMES, LEES. SmTH and 
BENJAMIN F. HuonEs, but according to the initials attached to each review 
it was nearly all prepared by Bro. LAMBERTON. 

We take this from the brief Introduction: 
" Your committee has been compelled to again submit its convincing 

proof that Philadelphia is the place in which the first masonic lodges met in 
Am erica. This is a fact almost universally conceded, but occasionally are
frain uttered by one of those who will not be convinced requires an answer. 
We have given it under our review of Maine. The truth is mighty, and 
will prevail." · 

We confess to being puzzled a~ to what the author of this paragraph 
means or intends that others shall understand him to mean. That a volun

. tary lodge, that is, .a lodge without a charter (and irregular under the law 
adopted in England in 1717) did exist in Philadelphia before such a lodge or 

. a chartered lodge met anywhere else, everybody admits; if, therefore, the 
author means this lodge he· is in error in saying that any one denies it: that 
the first chartere<l lodge, which ever met in America, met in Boston, no one, 
save possibly a very few Philadelphians, denies; if the author means this 

APP. 14 O. L, 
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kind of a lodge, be is in error when be says that "this is a fact almost uni
versally conceded." 

But really the paragraph is a misstatement upon its face. The term 
"Masonic Lodges" bas now acquired a fixed, rlefinite meaning when used 

without qual~fying words; and that meaning is "lodges warrai~ted under the 
authority of a regular Grand Lodge"; and readers have a right to understand, 
and generally do understand, that the term is used with that meaning. 
And as already stated, if the term is used with that meaning, the statement 

is doubly erroneous; that kind of lodges did not meet first in Philadelphia, 
and so far from its being "almost universally conceded" that they did, 

-nobody concedes it, and very few, if any, seriously claim it. Yes, "truth 
is mighty and will prevail, in spite of the frantic efforts of a few of our Phil
adelphia brethren to the contrary! 

In his review of Alabama, Bro. LAMHlmTON, says: 
"We regret t0 notice that the names of brethren who figure in appeals 

are given in full in these Proceedings, and we express our disapproval of the 
printing of such matter as is contained in one of the reports of the Commit
tee on Suspensions, Expulsions, and Appeals. We must not be misunder
stood; the report was perfectly proper, in order to enable the Grand Lodge 
to act intelligently, but there ought not to be printed in the Proceedings of 
a masonic Grand Lodge such offensive matter, for after reading the Grand 
Master's high-toned address, this report was a positive offence." 

We fully agree as to the last part of this: bnt do not agree that the name 
should not be published in our Proceedings. In another place Bro. L. puts 

• it on the ground of charity to the erring: but we think that when a mason so 
departs from his duty as to make it necessary to expel him, justice to 
Masonry and to the craft requires that the brethren should be informed of 
it. In such cases we note that in these Proceedings the initials are given; 
this differs only in a slight degree from giving the full name; the identity 
of the party is easily ascertained. 

Referring to the Washington Centennial, he says: 

"We cannot agree with a Special Committee who 'think it would 
verge upon a masonic crime for any Grand Lodge in the United States to be 
unrepresented at the memorial ceremonies in honor of the father of his 
country, and whose masonic influence, through the hundrect years since his 
rleath, bas recommended tens of thousands of good men to become masons.' 

"It does not seem to us that it is just the thing to celebrate the death of 
even so great a man as Washington." 

The word "celebrate" is improperly used. He mig~1t just as well say 

that when his Grand Lodge paid tributes to Grand Master WILLIAMS and 
others, as given in these Proceedings, it was " celebrating" the deaths of 
those brethren. How are "memorial ceremonies" a hundred years after 
the death, any more a celebrat-ion than if they took place three months aft€r 
his death? 
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In l!is review of Illinois, lie refers to the efforts of Bro. Ronml\"s to main
tain the legitimacy of African Lodge, and says: 

"We wonJer if Brother Drummond will say that 'the action of the 
Grand Lodge of England in granting the charter foreclosed all question of 
previous irregularities.' " 

The answer depends upon the right of the Grand Lodge of Englaud to 
grant the charter. If the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania grants a charter 
for a lodge in that State, that action forecloses as to every other Grand 
Lodge, "all question of previous irregularities": if she should grant one 
for a lodge in Maine, the act would be void, whether there were "previous 
irregularities" or not. 

In his review of Maine, he says that the address of the Grand Master 
(Loc to:) "is full and interesting"; ami he adds: 

"The news of the death of past Grand Master Eichbaum reached Port
land the day the Grand Lodge met, but somehow Grand Master Williams' 
death was unknown until the Committee on Correspondence reviewed New 
Jersey's Proceedings." 

The statement is correct: if any notice of the death of Grand Master 
WtLLIAMS was sent out, it did not reach us in Maine, and the news of the 
deaLh of Bro. EtCHBA UM first reached us through private correspondence. 

He quotes tbe statement of Grand Master LocKE in relation to initiating 
Catholics and adds: 

"Notwitbstand ing the above, we know several Catholics who are masons 
in this Jurisdiction, and good ones too. As for divulging our secrets, the 
priesthood know them already, as for the confessional, we have nothing to 
fear from tha1 .. " 

His statement that the priesthood know our secrets already, amazes us, 
and lea<ls us to inquire how our brother knows that? . And even if it is true, 
how he can justify his publicly informing them of it? In view of the position 
taken in l'tmnsylvania in relation to ciphers, we are constrained to believe 
thRt there is some clerical or printer's error in what we have quoted. As 
to the other part, our personal opinion is founded upon t.he assurance of 
Catholics, men of intelligence, education and probity, that if a Catholic 
joins the masons, he is a traitor either to his Ch ~lrch or to Masonry, and upon 
the fact that the only Catholic mason we ever knew renounced Masonry, 
according to rel iable testimony, upon his death bed, at the instance of his 

· spiritual advisers. While· we agree with Bro. LAMBERTON, that when a 
mason comes to the conclusion that his religious duty conflicts with his re
maining a mason, we should quietly let him go and not commit the gross 
wrong of expelling him, we bold also that if the religious duty of a profane 
conflicts with his being a mason, we should let him stay out, whether he be 
a Catholic or a member of any other denomination. 

Of another matter he says: 
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"The report of the Committee on Grievances and Appeals is atlmimble 
in its briefness. Initials, however, would be better than names." 

For reasons given elsewhere, we do not agree with the last sentence. 

When he comes to the Report on Correspondence of last year, he S<tys: 

"We have always been taught to be respectful to the aged, and we trust 
that we shall not be found wanting now. If we had our own inclination to 
follow, we should feel like saying that our brother's report was full and in
teresting, and let it go at that. Perhaps, however, we should say a word or 
two to remove certain im pressions that may have been given and to correct 
certain statements.'' 

One would judge f;om what follows the above that he has been a dull 
scholar, and he has more to learn in that, as well as in rn<tny other respects. 

His saying what he has, is equivalent to his saying also, "If he were not an 

old man, wouldn't I give it to him!" That is what he expects his reatlers to 

understand. He has yet to learn that that makes him the butt for laughter 

everywhere, and by everybody, except possibly a few who are as crazy as he 

is, concerning the immense superiority of P hiladelphia over all the rest of the 
world! Even the callowness of youth will not exempt him from that 

penalty. Moreover, it will be taken as an admission that he is unable to do, 
witb any success whatever, that which be practically says that he would 

otherwise have done, and that he has learned that "discretion is the better 

part of valor." We regret that he should so expose himself, but he will 

learn better if he keeps on in this department of masonic labor. 

He ought to learn, moreover, and we trust be will, that these reports are 

to be treated on their own merits or demerits, without regard to their author. 
Very rarely in the discussion of masonic matters, is there occasion for dis

cussing, persons, especially adversely. One notable exception has occurred 

during the past two years. However, we give him full permission to lay 

a~ide all constraint, in dealing with our reports, on account of being "re

spectful to the aged." 

In this connection, we quote the following: 

"We have always thought that Brother Sachse's address was important, 
but after reading what Brother Drummond says about it, we feel sure it 
must be very important; for Brother Drummond's treatment of it reminds 
us of the advice which it is said was gi ven to a young lawyer when he had 
a weak case-namely, abuse the lawyer on the other side." 

Bro. LAMB~: RTON's failure· to make th e distinction between an author and 

his works, has led him to make a palpable misstat~ment, by innuendo at any 
rate. This can have no other meaning than that we abused llro. SA C II tiE. 

This is not true: we said nothing concerning that brother personally. We 
dealt wholly with his address, and by the same token, according to our good 

brother's proposi Lion, we showed our confidence that we had a strong case. 

As to the "importance" of the address, we have only to repeat what we 
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said last year in substance, that it would have received no notice had not 

the Grand Lodge dignified it by publishing it in the Proceedings. 

Bro. LAMBERTON says further: 

" Our brother bas written, to use his own words, a lot of ' stuff' about 
masonic ceremonies being performed in public in Pennsylvania since the 
death of Past Grand Master Vaux; while, if he had taken the trouble to 
look at the A hi man Rezon of 1877, which was the work of a committee of 
which Bro. Vaux was chairman, he would have found that the ceremony as 
prescribed in that book, title anrl all, was almost word for word the same 
(there were a few changes in the invocation) as that used at the laying of 
the corner-stone of the State Capitol at Harrisburg by Grand Master Kelly, 
which furnished the text for our brother's incorrect statement." 

Wrong again ! We made no " incorrect statement," as he would have 

seen if he had quoted it. 

Our statement was that Bro. V Aux enunciated the proposition that "there 

are no public masonic ceremonies," and so he did many times, and more

over, it was repeated by the echoers of his utterances. He discussed it and 

maintained for years in his Report on Correspondence, and he never in any 

of the discussions modified it. Our further statement that now public 

masonic ceremonies are performed in Pennsylvania is proved by the fact of 

the laying of the corner-stone of the new Capitol, and by the letter of 
Grand Master WA GN ER in his reply to Virginia. Whether ·he wrote that 
part of the Ahiman Rezon of 1878, and if so, how he came to do it, or 

whether it was written by some one else and he overlooked it, does not 

conceru us. Our statements in our lallt report in this regard are correct 

and accurate. 

As his advice that "It might be just as well if our brother would 

read over the whole of his review of each jurisdiction before it goes to the 

printer, so that it may be consistent throughout," we will consider it when 

any reason is shown for our doing so. In return, we would say that it 

would be a good deal better for him to read over carefnll.v statements be

fore he undertakes to say that they are incorrect. 

He says further: 
" Brother Drummond undertakes to write a history of Masonry in Penn

sylvania, which contains much that is true an(! some that is not. Brother 
Drummond, to use his own words about another and his knowledge of the 
principles, Ia ws, and usages of Masonry, '~·eally thinks he knows them all.' " 

The "some that is not" is embraced in three items which we will consider 

in order. 

The first is our inference from the known facts, that when FnANKLIN 

stated in the title to the Coustitutions published by him, that the book was 

"reprinted in Philadelphia by special order for the use of the brethren in 
North America," he evidently meant that he dirl it by the special order of 

PmcE. We stated the facts for our inference. None of these are den ied, 



214 Correspondence-Pennsylvania. 

but because FRANKLIN was Grand Master in Pennsylvania, Bro. L. argues 
that he acted on the special order of his Grand Lodge. But his Grand Lodge 
was not a Grand Lodge in the present sense of the term, but only a general 

meeting of masons, which would scarcely undertake to give an "order" to 
the Grand Master. And the facts remain t.hat FRANKLIN had just been to 
visit PRICE and become satisfied that he needed authority from home; under 
these circumstances he would scarcely have unrlnrtaken to publish a masonic 
book for circulation in PRICE's jurisdiction without his authority. It is, 
therefore, evident that the "special order" referred to PRIC&. 

Our second alleged error is in an incidental remark in regard to "Ledger 
A" and "Liber B," to the effect that the latter name "was probably given 
to it when FRANKLIN commenced using it in his business.'' 

This may be an error. But when the Library committee published 
"Liber B," they said "We feel sure that 'LiberA' will not contain any
thing save commercial accounts. In fact, we have creditable knowledge that 

our surmises are correct that Liber 'A ' i8 in existence and contains nothing 
but mercantile and business accounts." 

We ha<l this in mind last year when writing, and wrote without investiga
ting further. We admit that this is no excuse for a blunder, if we really 
made one, for our experience ought to have taught us that any statements 
coming from that source in relation to masonic historical matters in Phila
delphia, cannot be safely relieci on, until verified by investigation. 

The third alleged error is contained in the following from our last report, 

p. 487: 

"There is one significant item which the discoverer does not discuss. In 
the latter part of 1734 (but without other date), at the very time when 
Price sent Franklin a charter for his lodge, there is a charge 'For po~tage 
of Commission, &c., 1114 & 218,' carried out 14 in the shilling colunnL 
What Commission, etc., coull:l it have been but the 'deputation or charter • 
which Franklin asked Price to send him, and which Price did send." 

Of this Brother Lamberton says: 

"If our readers will turn to fac-sim ile of the account, which was printed 
in Bro. Sachse's address, they will see on folio 6(), a little below the middle 
of the page, under the item of August 31, 17il4, four items (written in a 
smaller hand than the other items on the page so as not to go down to the 
account below), anci opposite the four items a stroke, and opposite the 
stroke the word and date 'omitted 15.'" 

The readers will not see any such thing! There is no "date" there~ 
the word "omitted" refers to an entry of six books at two shillings six
pence apiece sent to Lancaster, amounting to .fifteen shUlingB. The charge 
was not made at the time, but interlined " Omitted 151 For 6 by Reynells 
to Lancaster," with no price carried ont in the regular column, there being 
no space for it between the figures of the pre~eding and following charges. 
The three preceding items were for Constitutions, and the price was two 
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shillings sixpence each. Correcting this blunder, originally made by Bro. 

SACHS& but copied by Bro. LAMBERTON, the whole argument of the latter 

falls tc the ground and leaves our statement of last year untouched. 

llro. LAMBERTON says that even if PmcE granted such a warrant, it was 

llltra vires, his jurisdiction being strictly limited to New England. We so 

said last year, but he does not copy that, although he does copy the next 

sentence-" There is no evidence that FRANKLIN acted npon this au thority." 

The result is, that at most we ma<le but one error in our history of 
Masonry in Pennsylvania, and made that because we relied on Pennsylvania 

authority. 

Of the "Cadwalader letter," he says: 

·'As to the 'Cadwalader letter' which our brother is pleased to label a 
'fraud,' it may be well to rem ind him that those who know the brethren 
who have brought forward that letter would never believe that they had 
been instrumental in supporting anything which there was reason to think 
a' fraud,' and the Library Committee said expressly, 'We, at the preRent 
time, nnder the circumstances, place only so much value on it as far as it is 
corroborated by other facts.' 

•· It strikes us that any fair-minded brother, after seeing the references 
to Lancaster in these accounLs, would think brother Sachse was entirely 
justified in his cautious words that they 'tend to give additional color to the 
statement,' etc." 

We impugn the motives or sincerity of none of those who originally 

brought foward that lettPr: but it is a different matter now; no one can now 

bring foward that letter unless he is grossly ignorant or willing to mislead. 

Our criticism was of the Grand Lodge for allowing the reference to the 

"Cadwalader letter" (quoting) to be publis)led in the Proceedings. If he 

had continued his quotation and added what "etc." stancts for, the justice 

of our criticism would have been apparent. 

l-Ie closes as follows : 

"This controversy with Brother Drummond has always been interesting. 
The more that is said on the subject the more certainly proved are these 
facts : 

"1. There was a Provincial Grand Master of the Provinces of New York, 
New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, llrother Daniel Coxe, appointed by the 
Grand Master of I<;ngland in the year 1730 (June 5), and there were masonic 
lodges at work in l'hiladelp!Jia during that year. 

"2. Brother Henry Price was appointed Provincial Grand Master of New 
England in the year 1733 (April 30). 

"From the above we draw the irresistible conclusion that Brother Coxe 
warranted the Philadelpiha lodges. 

" We assert an undeniable fact when we say that there were lodges in 
Pen nsylvania before there were any in Massachusetts or else where in 
America. 

"We will only re-echo to our brother his own quotation about 'mistaken 
in one, mistaken in all,' and leave him to his thoughts." 

In the first, all after the date must be struck out, and the words "there 
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was a voluntary lodge without any charter at work in Philadelphia early in 

the following year" inserted in its place. 

The second is correct. 

Correcting the error in the first, according to the truth, his two conclu

sions fall to the ground. 

We now find that in his introduction he did mean ''chartered lodges " 

when he said "masonic lodges." If he had not said so himself we would 

never have believed that he would take any such position. 

In the first part of the last paragraph he is also in error: we never quoted 

"mistaken in one, mistaken in all." We <lid quote the maxim, falsus ·in 
uno,falsus in omnibus," with the same mea1Jing given to it in the law: we 

used the expression in connection with Bro. SAc n s~o:'s use of the Cad walader 

fraud, saying that upon the principle of that maxim, this act of his threw 

distrust upon all his statements, and that, too, without imputing to him 

knowledge of the fraud. 

Our brother leaves us "to our thoughts." Well, we will frankly tell 

him what they are. They are of deep regret that Philadelphia masons will 

not accept the position that the facts of history give their city a being the 

place in which the rites of Masonry were first pt"acticed and the first masonic 

book published, in this country; and not endeavor to falsify history in order 

to gain for her other laurels not her own. For while the 1731 lodge was 

irregular under the laws adopted in 1717, the system contemplated by those 

laws had not become so well established as to make masonic work done 

under the old system irregular, especially as those interested procured the 

necessary authority as soon as practicable after they had learned that it was 
necessary. Our thoughts also are that eve ry one outside of Pen nsylvania, 

who has studied the early history of Masonry in America, joins with us in 

this regret. 

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND, 1899. 

A special communication was held at which the Grand LodgP., opened as 

such, la id the corner stone of a "place of public worship" at Margate. It 

a lso held a special communication, for the purpose of dedicating a hall. A 

brief abstract of the ceremon ies on both occasions is given, and they evi

den tly were of a high and interest ing character. We are glad to note these 

events as indicating prosperity of the craft in that jurisdiction. 

The Grand Master, LF.ONARD Monms, delivered a brief address, making 
a concise statement of bis official acts. He had visited several of the lodges 

and ir.stalled their officers. He rendered the following decision, which the 

Grand Lodge approved: 
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"It is the inherent right of any brother, Master Mason, in good standing, 
to object to the initiat ion of a candidate into his own lodge, although clearly 
elected, and his objection would mean a rejection of the candidate." 

He had referred the Washington matter to the Committee on Foreign 

Correspondence. 

The presence of M. W. Bro. MARSHALL is thus recorded: 

"The Hon Robert Marshall, P. G. Master of M. W. Grand Lodge of New 
BrunHwick, A. F. and A. M., was announced :j.nd introduced by Past Grand 
Masters R. MacNeill and D. Darrach, and was received with appropriate 
honors and cordially welcomed by the Grand Master and conducted to the 
East. Bro. Marsh all in a happy and felicitous speech conveyed the frater
nal greetings of the brethren of New Brunswick, and thanked the Grand 
Lodge for so cordial a reception given to him. He spoke of his recent visit 
to the Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia, at Annapolis, and kindly suggested that 
a committee be appointed by the Grand Lodge to confer with si milar com
mittees appointed by the Grand Lodges of Nova :Scotia and New Bruns
wick, relative to a federation of the Maritime Provinces under one Grand 
Lodge, to meet alternately in the three Provinces." 

One charter was granted to a lodge which had been previously working 

under dispensation, which makes number fifteen on the roll. 

The Committee on Correspondence made a verbal report in relation to the 

action of the Grand Lodge of Washington, and submitted the following 

resolutions, which were adopted: 

"That the Grand Lodge of Prince Edward Island affirms its adherence to 
· the doctrine of Grand Lodge Territorial Jurisdiction, which the experience 

of a century on this continent has proven to be a wise and wholesome doc
trine, whereby Grand Lodges have been enabled to dwell together in peace 
and harmony. That we view with regret the action of the Grand Lodge of 
Washington, in the abrogation and setting aside of this doctrine by the rec
ognition of dual Grand Lodges in a large number of the jurisdictions. 

"That the Grand Lodge of Prince Edward Island trusts that the Grand 
Lodge of Washington have already taken such actionR as will restore that 
peace and harmony which have ever characterized the family of American 
Grand Lodges." 

The proposition to appoint a committee to meet the committees of other 

Maritime Grand Lodges, with a view of amalgamating with the others, was 

discussed. Apparently the sentiment _is not unanimous in its favor, but the 
following resolu tion was adopted, after a proposed amendment looking 

toward delay was defeated: 

"Resolved, That this Grand Lodge appoint a committee to confer with 
similar committees appointed by the Grand Lodges of Nova :Scotia and 
New Brunswick, to discuss the matter of union of the Grand Lodges of 
A. F. & A. M. of the Maritime Provinces." 

The business was transacted harmoniously, but gives nothing further of 

general interest . 

No Heport on Correspondence. 
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R.HODE ISLAND, 1899. 

A special communication was held May 18, 1899, to consecrate the nf'w 
altar of St. John's Lodge, at Providence. The full proceedings are given. 

An address was delivered and the occasion was one of murh interest. The 

following explains the occasion of the dedication: 

"NoT E.-The altar consecrated this evening is an exact copy of the one 
erected by Saint John's Lodge, No. 1, in the T0wn of Providence, at the 
celebration of her one hundred aml twenty-fifth anniversary, and which was 
consumed in the fire which destroyed The Freemasons Hall, March 19, 
1896. 

"Upon the top is inlaid a slab of black marble bearing the following in-· 
scription: 

" To the Glory of God 
In the One Hundred Twenty-fifth year 
of Saint John's Lodge, Number One. 

Providence." 

The Grand Lodge also attendf'd the centennial celebration of Washington 

Lodge. A brief abstract of the proceedings is given, but none of the act
dresses. 

At the semi .. annual communication, the Gran1! Secretary reported that a 

room had been seemed in :Freemasons' Hall, for the use of the Grand Lodge, 

in which the library is to be placed. 

The Committee on Correspondence, through the chairman, M. W . Bro. 

II ENitY W . R uoo, reported in reference to the Washington matter. li e 

• gives a concise statement of the history of the action of the Grand Lodge of 

Washington, calling attent ion to some very important omissions in the ac
count of the history of African Lodge, by the Washington committee. 

He emphasizes the point that there is no evit!ence whatever to sustain 

the propositiOn that Prince Hall, in the exercise of the functions of a Provin

c ial Grand Master, as of right, authorized the formation of masonic bodies 

in Philadelphia and Providence. He calls attention to the fact that Prince ' 

Hall never had any other authority than as Master of a lodge, and he might 

have added that he never professed to exercise any other authority. 

He agrees that irregularities may be condonerl, but says that it follows as 

of course, that the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts is the only power which 

could condone them, and that that Grand Lodge, whenever the matter has 

been put before it, "bas always expr~;ssed itself adversely as to any legaliz

ing of the many and great irrPgularities which attach to the formation and 

working of Prince Hall Grand Lodge." 
The committee expressed great regret at the action of the Grand Lodge 

of Washington, and report resolutions substantially in accord with those 

adopted by other Grand Lodges, but going no further than expressing th 'l 

hope that that Grand Lodge will reconsider its acLion. 
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_\nother special communication was held on February 22, 1899, to take 

part in the celebration of the Centennial of Mt. Vernon Lodge, No. 4. 

A brief abstract of the proceedings is given, among which was the public 

installation of the officers, followed by a centenn ial banquet. None of the 

n.ddresses are given, but we trust that in this case, as wei! as in the case of 

Wash ington Lodge, the lodges themselves will give the craft the benefit of 
them, especially of the historical acldresses on those occasions. 

At the annual communication, the Gr:tnd Master, CYRUS M. VAN SLYCK, 

in his address, pays the usual tributes to the membE'!'s of the Grand Lodge, 

Past Masters who had died during the year; and he adds a brief tribute to 

l{ev. Bro. WALTER G. WEnsnm, who was drowned at sea, July 4, l 8fl8: 

he was not a member of the Grand Lodge, bnt the Chaplain of his own lodge 

anrl an active mason. He delivered a splenoid add ress at the dedicalion of 

the Masonic Temple, at Pawtucket, in 1898, and the Grand Master well re

marks that he seemed destined, at no distant day, to be called to a position 

where Freemasonry would be benefited by his eminent ability. 

The Grand Lodge had granted the usual number of dispensations, but 

none that call for part icular notice. 
He had visited, formally and informally, quite a number of the lodges, 

and of these visits he says : 

"Upon all occasions when I have been present at the gatherings of the 
brethren, whether for work or for social enjoyment, I have at all times 
found that loyal regard for Grand Lodge, and for those selected by Grand 
Lodge to particularly care for the interests of the craft, which is an assur
ance of harmony and of the continance of the prosperity of our noble insti
tution." 

In spite of the presumption that there would be few occasions for officin.l 

interpretation of masonic law, he had been called npon to make several de

cis ions. 

In one of them he had occasion to censure severely, a Senior Warden for 

his action while presiding as Master, in permitting the discussion of a can

didate between two ballots that were taken, and especially for inviting such 

discussion. As there was apparently but one black ball, the party required 
the brother who cast it to declare himself and state his reasons: anrl for 

this, of course, the Grand Master censured him more severely. It turnerl 

out to be one of the acting officers of the lodge, and as he said that he cast 

it at the request of a brother who could not. be present, the Master ordered 

a third ballot, when the objecting brother retired and the candi4ate was 

elected. Of course the proceeding were also declared void by the Grand 

Master. 

He further decided that an objection before ballot is of no effect, and that 

an objection after ballot is equivalent to rejection, and if made during the 
recess he was of the opinion that the rejection dates from the time when it 
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was made. This decision bas not been considered by the Grand Lodge and 

we do not know what action it will take; but we have always understood 

that an objection dates from the time that it is announced ·in the lodge and is 

recorded. 
He had one question come before him in which there was an apparent 

conflict in two provisions of the Constitution. It was the case of a candi

date, who had been rejected and then removed into the jurisdiction of 

another lodge, ami before the five years' limit had expired, petitioned the 

rejecting lodge anew, without asking the co nsent of the lodge in the jurisdic

tion in which he resided. The Grand Master ruled that by the rt>jection 

the lodge gained jurisdiction over the canrlidate, wherever he might reside, 

for five years, and that the provision of the constitution requiring the can

didate to apply to the nearest lodge, relates to the first petit-ion. 

The same question arose in Maine when the writer was Grand Master. 

This view of the question did not occur to him, and he ruled in substanct' 

that the candidate could apply to either lodge with the consent of the other, 

and could not apply to either without the consent of the other, anrl the 

Grand Lodge sustained the deciston, which was soon afterwards incorporated 

iu our Constitution. There is great force in the vosition of Grand i\Iaster 

VAN SLYCK, but if a candidate removes out of the state, it is liable to create 

a rlifference, if the candidate should apply to the rejecting lodge without the 
consent of the lodge in whose jurisdiction he reRides. 

He refers to the Washington matter, commending the report submitted 

at the smni-annual communication, and states that the Grand Lodge of 

Washington had attempted to morl!fy the meaning of the resoiutions, but he 

holds that the opin ion of the Grand Lodge and the logical ded uctions were 

well stated by the committee. 
In conclusion he says: 

"I cannot but feel that the attitude of this Granrl Lodge, :tn attitnde of 
cautious but firm remonstrance, is qu ite as consonant w.\~h the principles of 
brotherly love and affection which is the profession of Freemasonry. I :tm 
informed that the annual com munication of the Grand Lodge of Washing
ton is to be held soon, and it is to be hoped that at that time sncb action 
will be taken as will remove a ll cause of difference between W:tShington 
:tnrl her sister Gmnd Lodges. Should, however, such action not be taken, 
it seems Lo me that we will be justified in assuming that, if upon further 
consideration the Grand Lodge of Wash ington persists in her ad herence to 
doctrines and to a position ntterly at variance with the fundamental princi
ples governing the establishment, and preser ving the supremacy of Grand 
Lodges in their several territorial jurisdictions, it will become the duty of the 
Granrl Master of Masons in Rhode Island to sever masonic intercourse with the 
GraP.d Lodge of Washington and with all masons holding a llegiance to that 
Grand Body." 

It will be noted that this was the precise position taken by our own Grand 

Lodge. 

In his conclusion he says: 
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" Th e retrospect of the year shows us that in Rhode Island, Freemasonry 
is a living and growing institution. We find the lodges in a healthy and 
fl ourishing condition, and the brethren living together in peace and harm ony 
and working for the proper advancement of the craft. " 

The District Deputy Grand Masters submitte!f brief reports, and we uote 

that a part of their duties seems to be to preside at the elect ion and instal la

tion of officers of lodges. lL would seem that if those were the only visita

t ions it would be impossible for them to ascertai_n the manner in which the 

work is done and the business conducted. But we infer otherwise from the 

report of the Grand Lecturer. 

The Grand Secretary gives the following interesting statistics: 

"~evemllodges have had considerable work, but deaths, dimissions and 
suspensions have played havoc with their totals. Seventy-three were 
dropped for non-payment of dues , and that number is liable to be increased 
during the present year. The total membership of the state is 52:t0. The 
largest lodgn has 530 and the smallest 38. The average membership is 141 
against 136.62 last year. From the 1898 Comparison Table, published by 
New York, it will be seen that tliere are only 10 Grand Jurisdictions where 
lodges average in membership over 100, the highest being 206, the lowest JOJ, 
the average of tht·se being 134.5. Four are above the general ave rage and 
six below. There are, according to the sam~ report, only nine jurisdictions 
which have lodges larger than our largest. Minnesota has one with up
wards of 800 mem hers." 

The Committee on the Library subniitted an exceed ingly interesting re

port. From this we learn that Bro. Ruoo presented the Grand Lodge with all 

the duplicates of the Repository which he had, by means of which the 
Library is able to furnish complete sets, but at the same time, they are very 

desirm:s of gett ing other copies of volumes of one to five, so as to in crease 
the number of sets. 

A largo number of magaz ines, many of them duplicates, and proceed ings 

of o~her Grand Lodges had been given to the library. 

The Grand Chaptnr and Grand Council also have followed the example of 

our own, and turned over to the Grand Lodge libra ry all their duplicates of 

t he Proceeedings of other Grand Bodies. 

At the session of the Grand Lodge, Bro. ARTH UR W. D.:NNI S presented 

over six hundred documents, coming from other jurisdictions. 

We congrat ulate our Rhode Island brethren on the prospect of replacing 

the libmry which th ey lost by the fire. 

The Grand Master had previously d2cided that when a profane removed 

from the jurisdiction of one lodge into another, the first lodge loses all juris

dic~ion over him, and yet while the second cannot confer the degrees upon 

hi111 until he shall have lived within its jurisdiction six months, it may give per

mission tu auy other lodge to receive and act upon the petition. T.1e com

mittee arc inclined to hold that the latter part of his decision iti not correct, 

and that such a candidate cannot apply anywhere without the dispensation 
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of the Gra.nd Master, but they concluded to ask that the ma.tter be contin

ued in their hands for report at a later time. 

As we understand it, the position of the committee is the law in Maine 

and in most other jurisdictions where they have such a provision in the 

Constitution. 

The commitee sustained the decision of the Grand Master ag;dnst the use 

of the stereopticon and of robes, saying: 

"We heartily agree with the Grand Master in this decision and •·econt
mend tlmt this decision be approved. In these days, when there is so 
much of uncalled for and sometimes almost ridiculous display, it is refresh
in!! to visit a well conducted lodge and witness the rendering of our beauti
ful ritual in a simple and chaste, yot dignified and impress ive manner. the 
atteution of both brethren and candidates being fully given to the ritua.listic 
ceremonies and not distracted by theatrical display or qnestiona.ble costumes. 
We cannot compete, even if we so desired, with the th eatres or variety 
shows in their line of business, but we can so render these degrees that the 
truths they inculate shall ma.ke a lasting impression, not only upon the cau
dida.te as be hears them for the first t ime, but upon every one of the brethren 
who may be privi leged to be present a.nd participate." 

We most earnestly recommend this to the attention of a.ll Maste rs of 

lodges and all others who have occasion to take pal'L in the work of the lodge. 

There has been difficulty in that jurisdiction in obtaining a secr•t ballot, 

and the following amendment to the constitution was adopted as a remedy : 

"A ballot box shall be provided with a drawer, which shall conta.in the 
supply of white and black ballots, and with a h:JOded compa.rtment in which 
a brother can deposit his ballot without the possibili ty of its nature being 
di scovered b.v any person whatsoever. The Senior Deacon shall collect th e 
ballots from the first three officers of the lodge, and then plaee the box 
upon the altar, and the Master shall notify the members of the lodge to cast 
th eir ballots. The Senior Deacon shall keep a tally of the number of the 
officer8 and members who cast their vote~, and when the balloting has 
ceased, shall take the box to the Master, and at the same time inform him 
of the number that have voted. If the ballot is found by the Master to be 
unanimous, or if there is more than one black ballot, and the number of 
ballots corresponds with the number reported, no further action shall be 
tRken. If there is hut one black ballot the Master ma.y, upon the presump
tion that a mistake has been made, order a second ball ot, which shall be 
COI1Clusive; Provided, however, that if there shall be found in the box more 
ballots than the number reported by the Senior Dea.con, the Master shall 
state the fa.ct to the lodl!'e, declare the ballot void, and the ballot shall not 
be taken aga.in npon the petition of the same candidate until the next regu
lar communication of the lodge." 

Our la.w in Maine is the same, except that either by law or by custom, it 

is the duty of the Master to examine the box, a.nd see that there are no balls 

in it when the ballot commences, so that it would seem to be impossible, 

that at the close of the balloting there should be more balls in the box than 

there are brethren who vote. 

There was no other Report on Correspondence than the special report in 

relation to the Washington matter. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA, 1899 . 

. The Gnwd Lodge was opened "_in ample form on the third degree of 

Masonry." We regard this as the correct method , and in accordance with 

the ancient usage. 

The Grand Maste r, BAnTLJ;TT J. WITH EHSPOON, in his address, makes the 

following pleasant announcement: 

"The past year has not been distinguished by anything beyond ordinary 
events; still the craft has prospered, and Masi>nry was never in a more 
fiourislling condition within the jurisdiction. This prosperity is ev irl enced 
by th e harmony a nd good fee ling which ex ists in most of the subordin atf> 
lodgeK" 

He infonus the Gra nd Lodge that the Ahiman Rezon is out of print, the 

last ed ition having been published in 1866, anr! he urges that a rrangements 

be mad e with the publishers for another edition. The publishers have not 

done it on their own account, because they say the sales are not snch as 

will warrant th ~m in publishing another ed ition, but they were willing to 

und t- rta ke it, if the Grand Lodge would take · two hundred copies at two 

dollars. 

The Grand Lodge approved his recommendation and directed a ne w 

edition to be published und er the supervision of the Grand Secretary, of 

which the Grand Lodge would take two hundred copies, to be sold to the 

lodges at cost. 

He had rece ived a large number of applications for dispensations to con

fer the drgrees upon parties who have sustained 1 hysica l injuries to the 

extent that they were un aLle to perform all the work of the lodge. These 

he had refused. 

We do not renJPmber whether l}is Grand Lodge adheres to the perfec tion 

theory absolutely or whether the Grand Master is empowered to grant rlis

pens:ttions in special cases, but the following proposed amendment to the 

Constitution, after full discuss ion, failed to obtain a two-thirds vote in its 

favor, a nd so was lost. 

"Provided, The Granrl Master may grant his dispensation to receive such 
candidates as in his judgment can literally comply with all the req uirements 
of the Ritual- th e right of dispensation being restricted to such cases." 

We have an illlpress ion that the effect of this would be to limit the right 

of dispensation which the Grand Master has, but which the present Grand 

Master had refu sed to exercise, save within the limi ts cf the proposed 

amendtuent. 

The 1;rand Master had filled vacancies among the Grand Hepresentatives. 

Mai ne is not included in the list. 

He was ob:iged to report that only t.hree out of the eighteen Deputies had 

reported, as required by the law, and the committee note this, and urge 

that Deputies should comply with that part of their duty. 
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He had issued an appeal in behalf of the daughter of a deceased District 

Deputy Grand Master, who in his life time had performed signal ~(' rvices for 

Masonry and who was highly honored and beloved. The response did 

great credit to our brethren in that state. 

He states that the busineRs of the Grand Lodge is largely delayPd in con

sequence of not appointing the committees until the first day of the session . 

The matter was referred to a committee to eonsider and report. We 

found the same difficulty in our Grand Lodge, and now our standing com

mittees are appointed on the last day of each session, to hold office until the 
end of the next session, a nd we find that the plan works ad mirably. 

The Grand Master pays a deserved tribute to 13ro. CnAH LES IN GLESB Y, 

the efficient Grand Secretary, and the committee call attention to the fa ct 

that he had just concluded twenty five years of service, and express in forci

ble terms the high appreciation of the Grand Lodge, of the manner in which 

he has performed his official duties. We have rev iewed his work dnring his 

whole term of service, and we most heart ily join in the sentiments of his 

brethren at home. 

We find that all the District Deputies submi tted brief reports, generally 

stating that they had visited all, or nearly all, of the lodges, and that they 

are doing better work than at any time in many years. 

One had succeeded in reviving a lodge that two years ago was ready to 

surrender its charter. Another Deputy reports the surrender of one charter, 

a course, in his opinion , unavoidable, as the lodge had but few members, 

widely scattered, and was situated in a sparsely settled com munity where 

material is scarce; and he expresses the opinion that the country lodges are 

gradually growing weaker, and it is only a matter of time when they will be 
obliged to surrender their charter, or else move into towns. 

Another says : 

" I found in visitiug the lodges that great stress was la id on the ri tual and 
the conferring of the degrees, and the brother who conk! rattle off some por
tions of the ritu al without understanding hardly what he was say ing, was 
regarded as a very bright mason. The Constitution and Code of t ile Grand 
Lodge, as well as the symbolisms of our Order, was either lost sight of, or· 
altogether misunderstood. On Some of my visits I was met with this ex 
pression: 'I am sorry we have no work to do; no degrees to confer.' 
My reply would be-well, my brother, that will give me more titne fo r my 
work with your lodge. " 

Another interesting incident of the meeting was the presenta tiou of a 

portrait (oil painting) of Past Grand Master WILLIAM T. BrL\NCH, by Bro. 

E uG ENE B. GARY, one of the judges of the supreme court, in behalf of his 

lodge, aud the presentation of a watcb, as a testimonial to Past Grand 
Master J Aeon T. BARRON. 

Bw. BARRON, as a Committee on Ritual for opening and closing the 
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Grand Lodge, reported and his report was accepted, but, of course, this is 
all that is recorded. 

The Grand Master had granted two dispensations for new lodges, to one 
of which a charter was granted and the other continued under dispensation. 

Two charters were surrendered, two revoked, and one restored. 
The Committee on the Address of the Grand Master adopted his recom

mendation in relation to the Grand Lodge of Wa,shington: 

" I suggest that your Grand Master be authorized, should he be officially 
notified, that Washington has revoked its former action, to consider our 
resolution severing fraternal relations as reconsidered and reversed, and to 
write and so inform the Grand Master and brethren of Washington." 

The reason why the Grand Lodge did not act, was because it had not re
ce ived official notice of the latter actiou of the former Grand Lodge. 

We have an impression that official notice of this action was not sent to 
the Grand Lodges which had adopted an edict of non-intercourse. 

A lorlge received and initiated a candidate residing in the jurisdiction of 
another lodge, and the District Deputy Grand Master decided that the 
whole proceedings, including initiation, were void, but the Grand Lodge, 
upon the report of the Committee on Jurisprudence, decided that the position 
of the candidate as an E. A. was not affected, but that he must apply for ad
vancement to the lodge in whose jurisdiction be lives, whereupon, if elected, 
the other lodge, npon request, might confer upon him the remaining 
degrees. 

The Grand Master decided that it was illegal for a lodge to vote that one 
member might cast the unanimous vote of the lodge when there was only one 
nominee for an office. An attempt was made to amend the Constitution in 
this respect but it failed, and the decision of the Grand Master was sus
tained. 

Bro. l:h.:N RY A. DESAussunE, as the Representative of the Grand Lodge of 
Cuba, delivered an exceedingly interesting address in relation thereto. By 
unanimous vote he was requested to furnish his remarks in writing to the 
Grand Secretary to be printed, and they are given in the Proceedings. 
We at first intended to copy the historical part of them, but find the follow
ing note: 

" No-rE.-Bro. DeSaussure desires to state that for many of the histori-
. mtl facts stated in the foregoing, he is indebted to a valuable paper read by 
Brother Francisco deP. Rod riguez, Secretary of the Cuban Veteran Associ
ation, before the Masonic Veteran Association of Minnesota, on January 
10, 1809." 

We conclude to defer, with a view of examining the papers referred to in 
the note, and if deemed desirable we will notice the matter under the head 
of Cuba. 

The resolution in relation to a new Ahiman Rezon is as follows: 
APP, 15 G . L, 
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"Resolved, That R. W . llro. Charles Ingles by, Grand Secretary, be and 
is hereby au thorized and instructed to have a new ed ition of the A IIi man 
Rezon published, and in doing so, to make all the revision that he dePms 
proper, and to insert all necessary alterations in the Funeral Service, 1 he 
Lodge of Sorrow, the Ritual for installing Disrict Deputy Gra11d MastcrR, 
and all Amendments to the Constitution. That the Grand Secretary do 
supervise the said publication." 

The Grand Secretary was authorized to employ such help as he might find 

necessary in the preparation of the work, and in his Report on Corre

spondence. 

The Report on Correspondence (160 pp.) was presented by llro. CnAHI.ES 
INGLESBY--a very able report, ·but his printer has made it ditlicult to read 

by failing, in most cases, to make a sufficiently marked distinction between 

original matter and extracts. 

He thus states the law in the jurisdiction in relation to dimits: 
"A brother may withdraw, i. e. resign his membership, and if he is clear 

of the books and not under charges, the lodge is bound to let him go with a 
certificate which will permit him to a ;:.ply for affiliation elsewhere. If he 
applies for a dimit, which is a withdrawal with recommendat·ion, the lodge 
may or may not, in its discretion grant it. If it refuses, it is still bound to 
accept the application for a dimit as a resignation, and issue its certificate 
that the brother's membership has terminated at his own request, and that 
he is a mason in good standing, which certificate entitles him to apply for 
affiliation." 

This is undoubtedly correct, and practically is the same as our law in 

Maine, only we call the certificate a "dimit" in both cases, one with a rec
ommendation, and the other without-one vo ted by the lodge, and the other 

issued as a matter of course by the order of the Master. 
Referring to the cases in Arkansas in which two delegates appeared in the 

Grand Lodge, drunk, he well says: "We think that the Grand Lodge it

self should have acted and administered discipline." 

Replying to Bro. DAVIES, of California, he says: 

"For the information of our brother in California, we would state that 
the Constitution of the Grand Lodge of A. F. M. of So. Carolina expressly 
authorizes the Grand Master to make a mason at sight- and the Grand 
Masters of this Grand Lodge from its organization, have uever hesitated to 
exercise the power. Were it necessary, we think it could be succe8sfully 
shown that this power rests in the office of Grand Master any way, but as 
our Grand Lodge Constitution expressly confers it, there is no need to go 
furth er. Bro. Barron was not apologizing and by no means ' felt t.hat he 
hadn't ought to.' If he had so felt, i.Je would not have done it." 

~n South Carolina the penalty for non-payment of dues is deprivation of 
membership, as with us. 

In his review of Maine, he endorses the views of Grand Master Loc KE in 

relation to the admission of Catholics and to masonic charity; of the foruJPr 

he says, "we ought not to allow a man to be placed in a position where he 

will, in the ordinary course of events, prove faithless to his church or vio
late his vow" : and of the latter: 
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"This, in our judgment, is a very just and clear statement of the whole 
matter-and we earnestly commend it to the attentive consideration of those 
brethren who are clamoring for the enforced reimbursement of so-called 
'masonic relief.'" 

Referring to our recognition of the Grand Orient ·of Belgium, he asks, 
"What cio we know of Grand Orients"? The answer is that we know 
that the most of them are Grand Lodges under the name of "Grand Orients." 

He quotes our question " Where does the Grand Lodge of South Carolina 
find in the Old Charge the authority for the physical qualification rule which 
is in its Const-itution"? and he answers at length, for which we thank him. 
He bases his answer upon MA CKEY's views as given in his "Jurisprudence" 
and " Principles of Masonic Law." 

We refer to our review of Pennsylvania for a statement in part of our 
views, but we will add something directly in reply to Bro. lNGLESBY. 

The sta tement of the landmark in the Old Charges, approved by the Grand 
Lodge and published in 1723, is tho autlwrative statement: 

"Unless he be a perfect youth, having no maim or defect in his body 
that mn.y render him incapn.ble of learning the art of serving his Master's 
Lord, n.nd of being mn.de a Brother, and then a Fellow Craft," &c. 

The provision in the Constitution of the Grand Lodge of South Carolina, 
is : 

" Every candidate for initiation in this jurisdiction must be upright in 
body, not deformed or dismembered at any time of making, but of hale and 
entire limbs, organs and members, as a man ought to be." 

This clause is construed by MACKEY and his Grand Lodge after him as 
sustaining the absolute-perfection doctrine. 

It will be seen that all the qualifying clauses in the former are omitted in 
the latter. As it must be conceded that words are used to express meaning, 
it would seem to follow that the latter does not mean the same as the 
former. 

But Bro. MAC K~;y's position is that the charge, read in the light of the 
other charges, &c., is to be construed as he has construed it. This is where 
we take issue with him. We might hesitate to do this, were it not for the 
fact that. his comemporary masonic jurists were almost all against him. 
The question first began to be discusseci, so far as we can find, in his time. 
CnARLJo;S W. MoORb;, who in his day was regarded as the highest authority 
in masonic jurisprudence, and such eminent brethren as GRAY and MELLEN 
of Mississippi, and Roc KwELL of Georgia, held to the qualified rule. It is 
trne that Bro. SmoNs, in his work on Jurisprudence, followed Bro. MACKEY 
in sustaining the absolute-perfection doctrine, but his Grand Lodge was not 
with him, and we regard the authority of such men as Bro. JoHN L. LEWIS 
as superior to that of Bro. SmoNs. 

Over fifty years ago, the subject was considerably agitated, and was dis-
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cussed in various Grand Lodges, and in spite of Bro. MACKEY's views, it 
was quite generally decided that the ability to earn a livelihood and to do 
all masonic work was the test. In addition to Massachusetts, where that 
doctrine had long prevailed, the Grand Lodges of Maine (under th e lead of 
FREEMAN BRADFORD), Mississippi, Kentucky, Ohio, District of Columbia 
and many others specifically adopted the construction just given and pre
scribed to their lodges that test, at the same time holding that a candidate 
cannot do all masonic work unless he has all his limbs, "as a man ought 
to have." 

Returning now to l\[ACKEY's discussion, we fi nd that be says that the 17:.!3 
charge positively declares that the candidate" must have no maim or defect'': 
the charge makes no such declaration, but ou the contrary it says, ''must 
have no maim or defect that may render him_ incapable of learning the Art," 
&c. In this change in the charge, lies Bro. MACKEY's error, and in 1t also 
lies t.he whole difference between him and those who do not agree with him 
in his conclusion. 

This change is too much like that made by the minister in olden times, who 
in an effort to abolish a cnstom of women of his day in pil ing their hair with 
additions in a ''top-knot" on top of their head, preached a serwon against 
it, taking as his text, 'Top knot, come down": his hearers were puzzled 
to know where he found his text, but upon looking at the chapter and verse 
given they read "Let him that is npon the house top not come down," &c. 

The clause was in the Constitution of the Grand Lodge of England in 1847 
(and we presume is now): 

"No Master should take an Apprentice, unless he has sufficient employ
ment for him; and, unless he be a perfect youth, having no maim of defect 
in his body that may render him incapable of learning the Art." 

He also claims that there is a " positive demand for perfection," and that 
perfection is absolute perfection and nothing else: To this there are two 
answers, that the ordinary meaning of the word (which he claims is the one 
that must be adopted) is not absolute perfection when spealdng of human 
beings, and that if he is right in his construcLion, he proves too much, for, as 
we have already showri under Pennsylvania, he would exclude every candi· 
date, as no human being comes up to the required standard. 

In giving his reason for ~he law as he construes it, (while not mentioning 
the absurd idea that the qualifications for an operative mason were based 
upon the Levitical law) he says: 

"In the ancient temple, every stone was required to be perfect, for a per
fect stone was the symbol of truth. In our mystic association, every mason 
represents a stone in that spiritual temple, 'that house not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens, ' of which the temple of Solomon was the type. 
Hence it is required that he should present himself, like the perfect stout< 
in the material temple, a perfect man in the spiritual building." 
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This is exceedingly unfortunate for his argument, for it requires spir·itual 

perfection, which not even the wildest perfectionist we have known, has 
ventured to claim, is a pre-requisite for initiation. 

The common gavel teaches that spiritual growth is necessary to fit us "as 
living stones for that spiritual building, that house not made with hancl.s, 
eternal in the Heavens." 

Brother MAC K~: Y fnrther says, that in reaching this conclusion he is 
"guided by a referenc'l to the symbolic and speculative (not operative) 
reason of the la w." But as the law was rnacl.e for operative masons and as 
its reasons related wholly to operative Masonry, and the real question is in 
applying that law to speculative Masonry, he takes as the test the precise 
contrary of the tme test. Moreover, in every case in the old charges in 
which a reason is given for the law, so far as we have seen, the reason 
relates wholly to the ability of the party to perform the work of an operative 

mason. If any one can refer us to any other we shall be very glad to have 
it done. 

This is shown by the old charge to a Master referred· to by Bro. MACKEY. 
By that no mason is allowed to undertake any work "unless he knows 
himself well able to perform the work"; he is not to put another out of his 
work, unless tbat other "be unable of cunning to make an end of his work ": 
and " he that be made be able in all degrees ; that is, free-born, of a good 
kindred, true and no bondsman, and that he have right limbs as a man 
ought to have." That is, having his right limbs is a means for an encl., that 
is, ability to perform t]!e work . 

So the "old Gothic Constitution gives as a reason for the same require
ment, " for a maimed man can do the craft no good." 

Tn our Institution, professing universality, the law of el-igibility ought to be 
the same everywhere. We have heretofore assumed that the number of 
would-be-candidates affected by the law is comparatively small, and that the 
question is, therefore, of 'but little importance. But the experience of Grand 
Master WAGNBn, of Pennsylvania, is a surprise to us as well as to him, and 
we are forced to the conclusion that the matter is one of great importanr.e 
and that the true rule ought to be made universal, and to that end we have 
discussed the question at length . 

SOUT H DAKOTA, 1899. 

This volume contains the proceedings at the celebration of the twenty
fifth anniversary of the organization of the Grand Lodge. The frontispiece 
is the portrait of the retiring Grand Master, Louis G. LAVOY, and we have 
also a group picture of the officers of the Grand Lodge at its organization 
aud another of the present Grand Officers, and portraits and brief biographi-
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cal sketches of all the Grand Masters, as well as sketches of others, and 

quite a history of the Grand Lodge. 

Bro. P.\RVIN, who insta lled the Grand Officers at the organization of the 

Grand Lodge, was present and made an admirable address to the Grand 
Lodge, to which Bro. BLATT fittingly responded, Bro. P. 's portrait is also 

given. 

Twenty-five years ago the Grand Lodge was organized w1th 250 members 

of its obedience. It bas grown to two Grand Lodges with 7000 members. 

Of course the celebration was the principal feature of the sess ion. 

Of the growth of Masonry in that jurisdiction, Grand Master LAvo r says: 

"Contrasting the Grand Lodge at its session in this city twenty· four years 
ago and to-day we find much to interest us. At the annual communication 
in 1876, there were six lodges (all on the roll) and twelve delegates, to-day 
there are ninety-three lodges and about three hundred representat ives pres
ent, and when we consider that from the original territory another state 
and Grand Lodge has been erected whose report in 1898 shows fifty lodges 
and 2,871 members, we cannot but be impressed by the magnitude of its 
growth, which assures us that Masonry has kept step with other institutions 
in this age of progress." 

He had succeeded in investing the Charity Fund at eight per cent. interest 

in "gilt-edge loans." 

His address shows that he had been a very active, energetic and able offl .. 
cer. 

Upon the report of the Committee on Jttrisprudence two of his decisions 
were reversed: 

"Jurisdiction over rejected mater ial while continuing to reside within the 
state is perpetual, another lodge may acquire jurisd iction only by securing 
waiver from the rejecting lodge." 

No specific provision is made for such a case, but the conclusion of th e 

committee seems to us to be sustained by the operation of provisions general 

in their character: 

"In the absence of the warrant officers of a lPdge the ,Tunior Past .\1aster 
may open the lodge and transact its business. Dispensation is unnecessary." 

Of this the committee say: 

"It has always been the law of this jurisdiction, and is the Jaw in nearly 
every jurisdiction, that no one except the Worshipful Master or the Senior 
or Junior Warden can open a lodge, and in the absence of all of tbe three 
principal officers the lodge cannot be opened." 

They understate the number of jurisdictions in which the Grand Master's 

decision is Jaw: they do not tell us how the opposite became Jaw in South 

Dakota and we are unable to unders tand how it was done, unless in the 

manner stated by the lawyer, who, when interrupted by a judge's saying : 

"That is not. Jaw," replied, "It was law, until your Honor just spoke!" 

For by the "Old Regulations" as promulgated in 1723, it was provided 

that in the absence of the Master and Wardens, the Junior Past Master shall 
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preside, and such are the law a11d practice in the Grand Lodge of England 
to the present day. It has also always been held that, while those Old 
Regulations may be amended or repealed by the Grand Lodge of any juris
diction, they are binding (as the common law of Masonry) in every juris
dict io!1 until repealed or modified by its Grand Lodge, and this has not been 
done in South Dakota until the committee "just spoke." 

We have noted in some of the Proceedings, that the point has been taken 
that the Past Master cannot act until the lodge -has been "congregated," 
and that congregating means opening the lodge, and the Warden must open 
the lodge before the Past Master can preside; but how a Warden can open 
a lodge "in the absence of the Master and Wardens" we are not told. But 
the wore! "congregate," when applied to a lodge, has no such meaning. 
Such is not its ordinary nor its masonic meaning. In the ancient times the 
lodge met whenever the Master called it together, or "congregated" it, and 
only then. A l'ast Master could not "congregate" the lodge, but when 
congregated and the Master and Wardens were absent, he could open the 
lodge, preside, and tben make orc!ers about future meetings if necessary. 
But now, when regular meetings are provided for, the lodge meets without 
any congregating, unless the Master congregates his lodge in a special meet
ing, when, if the M~tster and Wardens are absent, a Past Master may open 
the lodge and preside. 

In the Pennsylvania Ahiman Rezon of 1783, it is stated that it is an in

strument * * "constituting particular persons (therein named) as Masters 
and Wardens, with full p ower to congregate and hold a lodge, at such a place," 
&c.: that "the majority of every particular lodge, when duly congregated, 

have the privilege," &c.: that the Master of a particular lodge has the right 
and authority of calling his lodge or congregating the members into a chapter 
at pleasure. 

At first the Past Master took precedence of the Wardens in the absence 
of the Master; but this was changed, and the idea was suggested that even 

then the Warden would waive his privilege in favor of a Master, and it was 
added that nevertheless in such case the Past Master derives his authority 
from the Senior Warden, as he certainly would, and in the absence of the 
Master the Past Master cannot act till the Senior Warden (or Junior, of course, 
in his absenc ) congregates the lodge. But the Old Regulation as to the 
powers of a Past Master when a lodge has met regularly awl the Master and 

Wardens are all absent from the meetings, was left untouched. More than 
that, the provision (given in the Ahiman Rezon of 1783) that if the Master 
and Wardens are absent and no former Master is present to take the chair, 
"the members according to senority and merit shall fill the places of the 
absent officers" was expressly continued. This was done in Portland Lodge 
in the early days, especially during the Revolution. In the first Constitu-
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tion of the Grand Lodge of Maine this old law was not only left unrepealed 

but was recognized and limited as follows: "And no lodge in the absence of 
the Masters and Wardens, shall confer any degree, unless a Past Master is 
present to preside." This provision, in substance, has remained in our 

Constitution ever since. It is the fate of old usages, ancllaws 'not expressly 
included in codes, to be lost sight of by reason of occasions for applying them 

happening so rarely, and because of this, their very existence is denied. 
The growing disposition to expect to find affirmative written law in all cases 

--contrary to the plan of Masonry-bas contributed to this result. 

As the result of his visitations Grand Master LEYOY says: 

"The greatest menace to the welfare of the lodges appears to be the 
amount of unpaid dues carried by so many of the lodges. It is from this 
source that we have so many suspensions, each year increasing in numbers, 
and I cannot but charge it up to the negligence of the Secretaries who per
mit such a state of affairs to exist, and who, if they were guided by or paid 
attention to the laws as they stand, such a condition would be impossible. " 

He had also found that many non-affiliates remain such, because no inter
est was taken in them: that intemperance is winked at in some lodges; that 

too little interest in the meetings is taken: and that too often poorly quali

fied officers are elected; and he urged very forcibly that the crafL should use 
every effort to remedy these evils. He adds that on the whole, however, 

the lodges are prosperous and doing fairly well. 

He discusses the Washington question ably but briefly, reaching the same 

conclusion that almost every other mason has reached. 

He decided, upon the request of the Grand Master of Pennsylvania to 

waive jurisdiction over a resident of South Dakota, that he had no power to 

do so; but he presented the matter to the lodge having jurisdiction and 
jurisdiction was waived. The correspondence on both sides was in a so 

truly masonic spirit that we would copy it, did our ·space allow. 

The Report on Correspondence (123 pp.) was presented by Bro. W 1 LLI" M 

BLATT. 

In his Introduction, he discusses the Washington matter briefly, conclud
ing as follows: 

"The lodges in which the persons petitioning claim to have been made, 
have been declared clandestine by all American Grand Lodges. Those 
Grand or particular lodges from which they claim parentage have been so 
declared for a century, and the principle that two Grand Lodges cannot exist 
in one State has been acknowledged by every Grand Lodge on this Conti
nent, the Grand Lodge of Washington since her existence included. This 
Grand Lodge cannot now ignore this principle, nor discard and abolish it. 
The logic presented by the committee, that in recognizing these persons as 
regular masons, she does not recognize as regular the bodies in which they 
claim to have been made such, is illogical, and of the errors committed this 
certainly is the most apparently erroneous." 

As usual he gives a fine abstract with occasional comments. 

In his review of Califomia, he says: 
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"He strongly favors the proposal of the Grand Lodge of Maine for uni
form legislation upon the subject of jurisdiction over rejected m3.terial. He 
says the proposal is steadily gaining ground. Our Grand Lodge did not 
deem it well to adopt the proposal. If, however, very many Grand Lodges 
should fall in line we are confident that the Grand Lodge of South Dakota 
will read ily offer np its views upon the altar of masonic comity and fraternal 
fellowship." 

And he repeats substantially the same under Maine. This is the true 
spirit in which the proposition should be considered. As the rnle (changing 

five to three) prevails in the commanderies in his State, it will probably 

attract further attention in the lodges. 

If we unde rstand him, in that State 011e brother cannot vouch for another 
to a third so that the latter can vouch for him for admission into a lodge. 

Such a rule may be wise, but it is not quite in harmony with the one given 

the first time one enters a lodge. 

In his review of :Maine he says: 

"The add ress of Grand Master Joseph A. Locke contains the gratifying 
announcem ent that the year has been a peaceful and harmonious one, not a 
s ingle charge or complaint having been preferred. The work and member
ship has increased satisfactorily. The dead of the year in the jurisdiction 
and those outside of it receive fraternal mention. Some dispensations dis
pensing with the requis ite time in balloting upon petitions were granted, • 
others refused. The Grand Master expresses the view that on the whole 
Masonry is not benefited by the exercise of the dispensing power in such 
cases. We believe and reiterate , that while the Grand Master should possess 
the prerogative, it should be exercised very sparingly. We are certainly 
pleased to find th ese views shared by such high authority in Maine, giving 
Urother Drummond a chance for friendly criticisms nearer home." 

Yes, but he will notice that with Bro. LocKE, as it has been with all the 

others , it is a matter of sentiment. He does not base his views upon ev il 

results in particular cases. And so we are still looking for the brother who 

can instance a single case in which it is even claimed, much less shown, 
that the granting of a dispensation has caused injurious results. E xperience 

teaches. 

Of requiring a fixed time between the conferring of the degrees, he says: 

"We desire to state that in this matter our Grand Lodge has tried both 
methods but has finally deemed it best to return to our present one, requir
ing a stated period to intervene between degrees. We believe it better for 
us at present." 

\Ve wonder if the reason is the negligence of candidates, or th e inefficiency 

of lodge officers. Whichever it iR, the method proved by trial to be best is 

the one to adopt. 

He says further: 

"The brother reiterates his disapproval of our exclusion from permanent 
membership of all Past Grand Officers except Grand Masters. In Maine, 
he says, the Wardens are not expected to be regularly advanced. That re
election to the office of Warden or advancement from one to the other of 
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these offices is even prohibited. This may be proper or even right. But 
the contrary practice, right or -wrong, prevails with us. Hence the condi
tions may justify our regulation. One thing is certain, the proposal of a 
regulation as to Granrl. Wardens similar to the Maine law, would not find 
favor in South Dakota." 

Why not "find favor"? With whom would it not "find favor"? Would 

not the answer to these questions prove that w-isdom, if not favor, requires 

its adoption? If Past Grand Wardens were permanent members of the 

Grand Lodge would it not find favor? And would not the Grand Lodge be 

stronger by having a larger number of members of greater experience and 

masonic attainments? What is the average experience, in Grand Lodge, of 

the members of committees, outsirl.e of Past Grand Masters? 
There are other matters in this report that we would like to notice, but 

we must stop. 

TENNESSEE, 1900 

We have a portrait of the retiring Grand Master, Jos"PH H. Bm.wcK, 
and the incoming Grand Master, JAMES H. McCLISTEn. 

The portrait of the former carries ns back over twenty-five years to one 

?f the most pleasant occasions of our life, when for the first, and as yet the 

last, time we visited Nashville a.nrl met our brethren of Tennessee. All the 

memories of the occasion are of the most pleasant character, and we lmve 

lutd a very high personal regard for the masons of the juris<liction ever since. 

In his address, Grand Master BuLLOCK says that rluring the past year all 

the affairs of Masonry have rnn smoothly, anrl he is able to congratulate the 

Grand Lodge, that at this meeting the members would have fewer vexing 

anrl. vexed questions to consider than at any other time for many years. 

His address in the business part, is a model, concise anrl clear. His d is

cussion of questions is in a style that arrests the attention and commands 
onr interest. 

He pays tribute briefly, but tenderly and eloquently, to the dead of the 

year, one of whom had been his business partner for many years, and his 
intimate fr iend all his life time. 

He announces that he had carried into effect the resolution in relation to 

the exchange of Representatives, and gives a list; the Representative to our 
Grand Lodge is Bro. Huan R. CnA PLIN, of Bangor; our Representative 

near his Grand Lodge is Bro: N. S. WooDwARD, of Knoxville. 

Business matters and illness in his family had prevented as many visita

tions as he had intended to make, but the lodges that he did visit seem to 

have caught his enthusiasm. 

He relates one circumstance which we rloubt whether we in Maine, with a 

membership of fifty-eight per cent. greater, could claim. At the laying of 
the corner stone the procession, he says, was the largest he had ever seen in 
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line. That the older brethren were there in force, and that there must have 

been one hundred or more brethren from sixty:fi_ve to eighty years of age in 
the procession, who harl come from the radius of twenty-five miles to partici
pate in the ceremonies. 

He briefly notices the Washington matter, saying in conclusion: 

"No doubt a very large majority of the craft in Washington are enti re ly 
blameless in this matter, and I therefore recommend that the resolution 
fl.dopted at the last Grand Lodge suspending fraternal relations with th e 
Grand Lorlge of Washington be repealed." 

His recommendation we are glad to find, was adopted. 

Il e had rendered quite a number of decisions, in auswer to questions ge n
erally, and there wfl.s little doubt in his answers. 

li e decided that it is lawful to hold public memorial services on Sunday, 

provided no procession is formed or regal ia worn. 

The following are much in the same line : 

" 12. A lodge asks for a dispensation for a picnic and reunion. 
"A nswer. - No dispensation necessary. Have all the picnics an<l reunions 

you wish . They are good things to have; but don't form processions or 
wear regalia on such occasions. 

" 13. Columbia Lodge, No. 31, asks that they be allowed to celebrate St. 
,John the Baptist's Day on Suuday, June 25th, instead of on Saturday, the 
24Lh. They desire to have a sermon delivered appropriate to the occfl.sion. 

"Held.-The Grfl.nd Master cannot change this date, but sees no impropri
ety in the brethren with their wives, children and sweethefl.rts, awmding 
church and listening to a sermon on the subject indicated. No procession; 
no regalia." 

Quite a curious case came before him. A lodge had a hall worth two 
thousfl.nd dollars but encumbered for three hundre-d dollars, the paym ent of 

which must be mfl.de soon. The following plan was proposed by the lodge: 

" We wish to make one hundred notes of $3 each, numbered from 1 to 
100, issue circular let te rs to lodges in the State, asking them to take these 
notes and allow us to pay them accord ing to number, as we are able." 

Finding that the lodge had sixty-eight members, had conferred twelve 

degrees the year previous, and thus being shown to be in a prosperous con

dition, he declined to approve the plan, and suggested to divide the debt 

among themselves, which would give $4.40 to each member to pay, or if 

they could not do that, to insure the hall and borrow mouey on fl. mortgage. 

He says furth er: 

"In this connection, pardon a little story, with which most, if not all, of 
you brethren are familiar, and which applies to our masonic as well as busi
ness affairs. I t is found in McGuffey's Second Reader, old edition, and is 
a little gem in its way. It relates to fl.n old lark with a nest of young in a 
wheatfield, the owner of the fie ld, Harn e not given, and his son John; wheat 
ripe, young larks uneasy, having heard the farmer tell J ohn to invite his 
cousins to the harvesting; young larks report to mother. Old lark serene, 
no danger. Another conversation: Old Farmer to John: 'We will cut the 
wheat ourselves, to-morrow. Ex it larks. The moral is obvious." 
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He is very much interested in the Home, which he calls "the pride and 

joy and glory of Tennessee Masonry." 

He appointed fourteen delegates to the Washington Centennial, but only 

four were able to attend. Of this he says: 
"The other eleven, including the Grand Master, had been investing in 

lands, oxen, marrying wives, or something else; we did not go. I simply 
could not leave my work, and I am sure the other ten were similarly situ
ated. Brother Jones acted as chairman. From his report which will be 
read in your hearing, I extract the following. In writing of the occasion, 
he says: "My love for Masonry and patriotism for my country arose to the 
highest point, to sum up the whole, it was inspiring from beginning to the 
close of the Grand Ceremony.' The thanks of this Grand Lodge are due 
these faithful, zealous brethren for a prompt discharge of duty, without 
hope of fee or reward, on this memorable occasion." 

Speaking of the "Condition of the Order," he says that during three 

years there was a decrease in membership of 43 , but more than this 

number fell out on account of the demise of lodges. He had no !loubt that 

part of the loss was on account of the per capita tax for the Home, but the 

loss was much less than the most sanguine friends of the Hom e had antici

pated, and be believes that renewed activities will be reported, and that the 
corning year will show an increasing prosperity in the annals of every lodge._ 

That we deeply sympathize with him and appreciate the following "per

sonal," our brethren all know : 

" During the year a sad affliction was visited upon me, my dear wife, and 
little daughters. On the 28th of August, at 1.30 o' clock r . At., the angels 
came and took our little boy, an only son and brother, not yet two years 

• old, to live with them. A bright, beautiful, good child; he was his father's 
hope, his fond mother and sisters' pride and joy. While the blow was, 
and still is, severe, we are solaced with the hope that if we continue faithful a 
few more years, we will have our little boy with us again. We are glad to 
feel the influence of his precious little life lingering with us a sacred menl
ory, glad that we can still look up through tears and say, 'Though He slay 
me, yet will I trust in Him.' The many kind expressions of condolence 
from brethren all over the state were as balm to our hearts, and are gratefully 
appreciated." 

The Grand Lodge adopted a resolution of sympathy. 

The proceedings were harmonious and largely of a routine character. 

The report on the Home shows that the Grand Master had not overesti

mated the vast good that it is doing. 

Of visitations by the Grand Master, the committee say: 

"Your committee is much -gratified to know that, notwithstanding the 
great trouble and many pressing business cares through which our Grand 
Master was called to pass during the year, that he found time enough to 
visit so many lodges. In our opinion, the visit of a Grand Master to subor
dinate lodges is the life-blood through which they flourish. No system of 
visitati·on will ever be originated that will take the place of it. It is the 
fraternal greeting, hearty handshake, and kind words of His Worship that 
stimulates lodges and inspires them to press forward in the good work of 
Masonry. No individual, be be clad with all the powers the Grand Lodge 
can give him, will ever take the place of a Grand Master." 
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Tile Report on Correspondence (114 pp.) was preseuted by Bro. GEO IWE 
II. MonGAN-a flue abstract with extracts and pertinent commeuts. 

We regret to find that he had been ill during the year, but are much 

gratified to find that at the time of the conclusion of his report, he seemed 

to bA on the highway to restorerl health. 

Quoting from Alabama the case, in which a brother was called to testify 

in court concerning the character of a brother mason, and was subjected to 

discipline therefor, but in which the action, of the lodge was revP.rsed, !Je 

well says: 

"Now, Bro. Titcomb, 'to the law anrl the prophets.' Every mason is 
amenable to the civil law. He is summoned into court, swom, takes thA 
witness stand. The question is asked, 'Are you acquainted with the gen
eml reputation of A?' He must answer affirmatively if he is. 'If so, is it 
good or bad ? ' If that way, he must say it is bad (though he be a mason), · 
or forswear himself. 'Is he entitled to full faith and credit on oath in a 
court of justice? ' 'He is not, ' and that is all of it; and for this the lodge 
expelled Bro. Smith, a nd the committee and the Grand Lodge said such 
action was wrong. With a full un1lerstanding of the case, Bro. Titcomb's 
nerves will 'steady up,' and lHl will say 'Amen' to said action." 

Some have claimed that in such case the witness should refuse to answer 

and take the consequences, but such refusal is as much a violation of the 

law, civil and masonic, as a false answer would be, but of course not an 
offence anything like the same moral turpitude. 

He qiwtes Grand Master Loc KE's remarks in relation to the admission of 

Catholics, and adds : 

"We think this ruling erroneous. If he prefers to repudiate his Church 
to repudiating Masonry, let him do so. This whole matter, if he is worthy, 
should rest with him. It is a matter of his own free will and accord." 

We do not think that our brother touches the point at issue. If we know 

in advance that a man is violating the law of the church to which he belongs 

by coming in with us, it is not a question of merely what he will do in the 
future, but it is a question whether he is not by acts already perverting the 

truth. 

It seems to us that the following from his same report is in the same line : 

" He quotes in full our argument that where a brother concludes that he 
cannot conscientiously remain a member of the lodge on account of religious 
belief, he should be allowed a dim it, and indorses the same." 

Heferring to another matter he says: 

"His objection that we do not understaud is to our manner of publica
tion. We give too often the initials of our brethren, when those a broad 
want the full name. There is something in this. Take notice, 'John,' and 
govern yourself accordingly." 

To show the pertinency of our suggestion, we would say that nowhere in 

the Proceed ings, relating to Grand Representatives, do we find the name of 

ours, but he is Grand Treasurer of the Grand Lodge, and in the list of 
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Grftncl Officers his full name is given, NATHAN SuLL INS Woouw,uw, fur 

which Bro. "JoHN" has onr thanks. 

In his r,onclusion he gives in full the splendid address of !'res ident Mc

J(INLEY at the Washington Centennial Observance. 

As before remarked, we trust that his health lms now become restored. 

We have known him for four years through his reports, and have come to 

respect him greatly ftS a man and lovE' him as a mason . 

• 
TEXAS, 1899. 

The Proceedings have a cut of the Masonic Temple at Houston , and one 

uf the MaS\)nic Home at Ft. Worth, and portraits of 1'. G. Masters FHANii

LIN B. SExTON and ROin;Rr M. ELGIN the Senior Past Grand Masters. The 

nap1es of these two brethren are household words in the Masomy of Texas. 

The Grand Master, SAMUEL R. HAMILTON, as is usual in that jurisdiction, 

delivPred an address of considerable length, as many matters in so large a 

jurisdiction require notice. 

He announced the death of 1'. G. Master ALFHED STEPHEN RICHAI<DSON, 
who has been for many years one of the pillars of Masonry in Texas. 

The Grand Master's attention was required by ft lftrge number of m;<tters 

of locftl interest. 

under the head of discipline, he notices the conferr ing of the degrees 

upon parties held 'to be ineligible on account of physical disability. We do 

not know how strictly the rule is hehl in Texas, but really his ftccount of 
that would seem to indicate that the parties were eligible under the trne 

rule. However, we do not state this positively,_ because the detaiis are not 

sufficient to enable us to form an absolute opinion. 

A large number of dispensations were granted, and a large number re

fused. 

l-Ie rendered qu ite a number of decisions, but a lmost all of them were 

based upon local law, or a repetition of what has been decided elsewhere. 
He held that a Chinaman is eligible, if nothing but his nation<llity stands 

in the way. 

The re-imbursement of exp!'nses incurred by one lodge in the care of a 

member of another lodge was preseuted by him, and he reported the deci

sion of the Grand Lodge, which is in substance, the following: 

Jt is the duty of every lodge to assist brethren in dis tress, and see tha t 

brethren dying in their jurisdiction have a decent burial, and for repay ment 

of the expenses th ey can only rely upon the sense of eq ui ty and right which 

ought to govern every lodge, and each lodge is the sole jtulge of the objects 

and amounts of its charit ies, and can give at its pleasure. 

They ha.ve a rule in Texas which proh ibits one lodge from entering the 
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territory of another, but the Grand Master ruled that in case of a fun eral 

this shou ld receive a liberal construction. In one case it seems that a 
member of a lodge lived in the jnrisdiction of another lodge and had de

sired to be buried by his lodge; but the place of burial was within the juris

diction of the lodge of which he was a member, and the Grand Master very 

properly held that the rule could not apply to such a case. 

We learn, also, that lodges in Texas cannot grant a waiver to a lodge in 

another jurisdiction to receive and confer the degrees upon a man residing 
in Texas. 

The have a pretty strict rule in Texas that a mason cannot be buried with 

masonic honors save at a regular funeral after his death, but he ruled 

in a particular case, where the brother died in another jurisdiction and was 

temporarily buried there, and his widow had his body exhumed and brought 

home, that upon the request of the widow the lodge might perform fun eral 
ceremonies at th e re-interment. 

The Grand Lodge modified one of his decision/> and decided that if a 

brother paints the square and compass on the sign of his store, he is liable to 
be disciplined, if he does not remove it immediately upon being notified to 

do so. 

I-lo devotes some space to the Texas Home, which he ad vocates very 

eloquen tly, having been "strongly and very forcibly impressed with its im

portance." 
The reports of the directors and officers of the Home are given, and it is 

" now in successful operation under conditions that render its success in 

the future merely a question of economic and careful managem ent." 

The following resolution was offered, freely discussed, and la id on the 

table: 

"Resolved, That the perfect man is our model; but as absolute perfection 
is unattainable by man, either mentally, morally or physically ; therefore, 
sl ight defects of body should uot debar an applicant from initiation or ad
vancement in Freemasonry. 

"Resolved furth er, That an applicant for initiation must be sound and hale, 
without maim or defect in his body that may render him incapable of 
learning, practicing and teaching the art; and that physical defects should 
be considered upon the basis of effic iency in operative Masonry and ab ility 
to receive, practice and impart all the rites and ceremon ies of Ancient Craft 
Masonry without artificial aid, provided, that material deficiency in either 
of the senses of seeing, hearing or feeling is obnoxious to the landmark of 
infallible tests." 

We do not care to discuss the matter further, but will refer our brethren 
to our review of Pennsy lvania and South Carolina. 

A large amount of routine matter was transacted, inclucling the granting 
of a large number of charters. 

We find that the lodges have not yet learned to follow the proYisions of 
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the Jaw in case of trials, and quite a number of cases were ~ent back for a 
new trial. 

The following amendment to the Constitution was proposed and referred 

to the appropriate committee: 

"Resolved, (1) That, after the period of five years shall have elapsed 
since the rejection of an applicant for the degrees in Masonry, he having 
moved into the jurisdiction of another lorlge, either in this or any other 
Grand Jurisdiction, and having applied for the degrees, then the lodge ap
plied to shall corresponJ _with the rejecting lodge as to the former standing 
and character of the applicant, and if upon the information so obtained he 
be deemed worthy, the lodge may proceed in the case without further refer
ence to the action of the rejecting lodge." 

The M. W. Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Vera Cruz, Mexico, 
was announced, received, and invited to a seat in the Grand Lodge. We do 

not quite understand this as we had supposed that this Grand Lodge was 

not in accord with the Gran Dieta, which the Grand Lodge of Texas has 

heretofore recognized. But we presume that we are in error. 

A special comm ittee on the Washington matter closed their report as fol
lows, and their report was adopted. 

"At its meeting in June, 1899, the Grand Lodge of Washington adopted 
a certain report and resolutions, which are now the subject matter of con
sideration, by which it seemingly undertook to repeal the obnox ious resolu
tions of 1898. 

"We are free to confess tbat they are not satisfactory. They are coucherl 
in such a superfluity of verbiage as to leave great doubts of their real mean
ing. The writer of that report, with exceed ing ingenuity, has exhausterl 
the vocabulary in an effort 'how not to say it.' They constitute a fearfttl 
and wonderfully constructe-d instrument. They do not strike us as being 
frank or ingenuous. Having read them carefully five or s ix times, we ow n 
up that we can not understand them. We hope that this results from our 
inability to comprehend that style of diplomatic composition, anrl not from 
any des ign upon the part of the composer. We are reminded of the cele
brated debate in the Georgia scenes upon the question ' whether, in popular 
elections, the votes of faction or internal suggestion should rl ominate .' One 
debater after another commenced to discuss the question, stop short with 
an air of dismay, and say, 'Mr. PrPsident, I will pay my fine; I don't un
der!\tand the question.' We are just in· that fix. We throw up the sponge 
and are willing to pay our fine. We don't understand the report or th e res
olutions, and respectfully refer to Bro. Matthflw's comments. 

"Will the Grand Lodge of Washington please tell us in plain English 
what it does mean? 

"Does it recognize the American doctrine of exclusive Grand Lodge 
jurisdiction? 

" Does it repudiate all spnnous Masonry and especially the so-called 
Prince Hall Grand Lodge and alf of its offshoots? 

"Does it refuse to recognize and will it prevent its subordinates from rec
. ognizing, holding intercourse with or affiliating with spurious or clandestine 

masons? 
"We have tried to find an answer to the above questions, or even to some 

of them in the report and resolutions, but have totally failed. 
"The answers to these questions, embrace in a nut shell, the issue which 

induced us to suspend intercourse with the Grand Lodge of Washington; 
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and until satisfactorily made, we must be pardoned for allowing the statu 
quo to remain undisturbed." 

We quote this at length, because the committee give specific reason for 
the action. 

The reports of the Committee on Grievances and Appeals more than ever 
satisfy us that the full reports presented' to the Grand Lodge in cases of dis
cipline ought not to be printed. 

We notice in the Appendix that a special communication was held Jan. 
7, 1899, to lay the corner stone of the Masonic Home. The exercises on 
the occasion are quite interesting, although the orations are not given. 

The Heport on Correspondence (pp. 103) was presented by Bro. TuoMAS 
M. MATTHEws, Senior. It is nearly all written, and with few quotations, 
and done in our brother's usual admirable style. His comments are often 
brief, but very pertinent. 

In his review of Maine he speaks approvir!gly of the action of our Grand 
Lodge, saying that "Grand Master Loci,E, in his letter to the Grand Master 
of Washington , indites one of the most manly, courteous, convincing and 
logical papers that has ever been his pleasure to read," adding: 

"It shows beyond a peradventure the double dealing used in handling 
the question, am! lays bare the sophistry of the whole thing. It would have 
been far better and evinced a much more masonic spirit had our Washing
ton brethren admitted their error, and in an open, manly way and in un
mistakable language taken it all back, than to have done as they did do
try to dodge the issue, and to explain that which is too plain for explana
tion." 

In referring to the Heport on Correspondence, he says, it is " the work 
of our brother, Past Grand Master (Judge) JosiAH H. DRUMMOND." 

Th e old rnle in relation to the parenthesis is that it might be omitted" with
out injuring the sense," but in this case there is something further; it may 
be omitted "without injuring the truth." The fact is, that down here in 
Maine th ey seem to think that when a lawyer reaches the age of fifty years 
or so, he ought to be a judge if he is not, and so they call him judge, and 
that is the way we got the title! He says: 

"For the benefit of those who, like us, perhaps, not knowing had taken 
for gran ted and as true the statement, so often made, that a Grand Lodge 
was sovereign and had exclusive jurisdiction within its Territorial or State 
limits, was an American doctrine only, and was not recognized elsewhere, 
Bro. D. shows beyond question that the Grand Lodge of England recog
nizes and holds the doctrine also." 

It is a fact also that the lodges of Ireland and Scotland, and all the lodges 
that have spmng from them, recognize the same doctrine so far as charter
ing lodges in other jurisdictions is concerned. They insist that in that re
spect all Grand Lodges have excl usive jurisdiction in their territory. They 
have not yet reached the point that they will not initiate a sojourner coming 

APP. 16 G. L, 



Correspondence- Utah. 

from another jurisdiction, but to all intents ami purposes in other respects 
they fully recognize this law, and recognize it as the inherent right of 

Grand Lodges. 
There are many other things in this excellent report and in these Pro

ceedings which we would like to notice, but besides the fact that our report 
when it comes to be printed exceeds the length which we can give it, we 
are unexpected ly shortened in our time by being called away. 

UTAH, 1900. 

Grand Secretary DI EHL gives the portrait with a biographical sketch of 
the incoming Grand Master, GIW RG F. VIALL ScnRHD!. 

The Grand Master, JAuEs DAviD Muanoc n, says: 
·'My official acts for the year have not been numerous or extensive, and 

therefore , my address will occupy but little of your time. That I am :tble 
to report such a pleasing state of affairs is to me, and I am sure wUI be to 
all of you, gratifying because it is an evirlence that our lodges have pursued 
a steady course, and that there was no cause for any of them to cast anchor 
for repairs." 

He had not been asked for a single decision: every lodge had made re
turns, paid dues and was represented; there had been a net gain of 60 
(seven and one-half per cent.) iri the membership: and there was but one 
case before the Committee on Grievances. What more need be sairl? 
There was, however, one drawback. . Some of the lodges do not give the 
"standard work," and he despairs of their ever doing so. One lodge at 

his visitation had so many variations in it, that if he had bad only the work 
to inform him he would not have known that he was in a Utah lodge: 

In this connection he well says: 
"I am of the opinion that if one brother can perfect himself in the work, 

another can do it just as well if he only devotes time and attention to it. If 
each officer of a lodge, and more particularly the Master, would bear in 
mind that our work was establisherl and promulgated for the sole purpose 
qj. elevating the brethren, and to promote among the Craft literature, 
science and moral ity, innovations of any kind would be thing~ of the past, 
and future Grand Masters would have no reason to ca ll the attention of the 
Grand Lodge to such defects as I have above mentioned." 

He greatly regrets that the vicious system of rotation in office has become 
so firmly established that the usage is to change Masters annually. We 
cannot make better use of our space than to quote the following, and we 
wish it could be read by or read to every brother in Maine who is, or is 
likely to be, the Master of one of our lodges: 

"The ancient regulations have bestowed upon the Master of a lodge the 
power of a King, a nd if he uses that power intelligently and zealously, th e 
lodge and the craft in general will be benefited by it. In my opi nion th e 
brother who occupies the Oriental Chair should be able to confer the degrees 
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of Ancient Craft Masonry correctly, according to the standard adopted by 
the Grand Lodge; but he should also be versed in masonic history, and 
capable of explaining to the brethren the meaning of the various symbols 
connected with those degrees. He should be familiar with the by-laws of 
his lodge, the laws of the Grand Lodge, and the general regulations of 
Masonry; and when presiding should enforce them. When the lodge is at 
labor he should insist that dignity and decorum are observed, and should 
not permit hilarity, heated discussions, or any debates by which the peace 
and harmony of the lodge might be rlestroyed . He should reconcile brethren 
among whom contentions exist. He should be firm in his rulings, not hasty 
and overbearing, but courteous. He should welcome visitors, and extend 
to them the warm hand of a brother mason. He should always bear in 
mind that Masonry is labor, and that no mason can attain any distinction 
among the craft unless he is a faithful laborer and masonic student. He 
shoulrl be prompt in attendance, and insist upon a like promptitude on the 
part of his fellow officers and all the brethren. The distressed and needy 
of his lodge should never apply to him in vain; his heart should always be 
warm, and he should ever bear in mind that 'the greatest of all is charity.' 
Hut abuve all he should be himself a perfect gentleman, moral, true and up
right; in his daily walks of life he should be without reproach, and should 
ever rleport himself so that his brethren can point to him with pride, and 
that his fellow citizens must honor and respect him. A brother with these 
qualifications will be an ideal Master. Brethren have you found such a 
Master? If you have, re-elect him again and again, and as often as he is 
willing to serve your lodge in the high and honorable station of Worshipful 
Master." 

We wish the Master of every lodg_e would read it to the members at the 
annual meeting just before the election takes, place. 

With the Grand Secretary he attended the Washington Centennial Ob
servance. He speaks in the strongest .terms of the good effects produced. 
He had also had a circular issued to the lodges inviting them to observe the 
rlay, and many of them did. As the Grand Master is a Scotchman by birth, 
and was made a mason in a Scottish lodge, his loyalty to his adopted country 
was very gratifying to the brethren of his Grand Lodge. 

We may say here, that at the request of the Grand Lodge Bro. DIEHL pre
pared a most excellent account of the exercises, and it is published in these 
Proceedings, together with an account of the observance by Utah lodges, in
cluding two very fine orations. The part taken by our Utah brethren in hon
oring the memory of Washington is exceedingly creditable to them. 

It goes without saying that the affairs of the Grand Secretary had gone 
on orderly and punctually during the year, and the library had had a pros
perous growth. In his report, referring to the Washington Centennial he 
says: 

"It is not my purpose to relate in this report the particulars of the event; 
I may, however, be permitted to state that it was indeed the grandest and 
most soul-inspiring event it ever was my fortune to take part in. The 
ceremonies were appropriate, beautiful and impressive, and were performed 
by distinguished craftsmen from the East, West, North and South with dig
nity and solemnity, in the presence of the largest assemblage of Blue Lodge 
Masons-each one of whom was girded with the white apron-that ever 
met in this country, in the full splendor of an ideal autumn weather." 
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And in his account of the Proceedings, he adds: 

"On the evening of December 13th the Grand Lodge of Virginia opened 
it!! One Hundred and Twenty-second Annual Communication at Hill's 
Opera House, in the historic city of Alexandria, to which, with all others, 
the Utah Brethren had been invited, but owing to the long and tiresome 
journey and nearly two days sight seeing in Washington, were too fatigu ed 
to attend the meeting and hear the reading of the Annual Address of Grand 
Master R. T. W. Duke, Jr." 

As no one responded when Utah was called at that meeting, we assumed 
that she was not represented. Our pleasure may be imagined, therefore, 
when, at Mt. Vernon the next day, a brother accosted us and introduced him
self as CHRIS. Dmnr-. We had time only for a brief band clasp, one look 
into each other's eyes, and a few words of greeting, but they will give us 
most pleasant memories as long as memory lasts. 

The business of the Grand Lodge was harmoniously transacted, little 
of it calliug for notice. One charter was granted, and from the report of the 
committee we learn that lodges in Utah bold "meetings" and the Grand 
Lodge holds "communications." 

The Grand Orient of Belgium was recognized. 

On the evening of the first day a Lodge of Instruction waR held at which 
every lodge was represented, and the Grand Officers and seventy-one visit-
ing brethren were present. • 

The Report on Correspondence (112 p·p.) was presented by B'rother Cmus
TOPHER DmnL. It is on his usual plan and prepared in his usual manner, 
and that is saying much for it as a report. 

In his review of Maine, he quotes Grand Master LocKE's remarks in re
lation to the admission of Catholics and adds: 

"The foregoing decision, or rather advice, should be heeded by every 
lodge. We will relate a case that has come to our notice not very long ago. 
It will prove the correctness of the Grand Master's ad vice. A brother of a 
lodge in this city, who had been lying sick for several months, was as ten· 
derly cared for by the lodge as only brother masons can care for a brother 
in distress. He was a physician, hence an educated man. Feeling that his 
life was nearing the end he demanded of the brother who nursed him to call 
for a Catholic Priest. The nursing brother was thunderstruck, and know
ing the result of a consultation with a Catholic priest, reminded the patient 
of his vows taken before the sacred altar of Freemasonry; but all arguments 
proved fruitless and the priest came. The result of the conference need 
not be told, it is known to every mason. The body of the man lies now in 
a barren spot on the north-east hill, near our city. The grave under which 
he sleeps is unmarked , while if he had been buried by his lodge it would 
have been kept green for years to come and a nice little marble monument 
would mark his last resting place. We may add tha.t the Grand Master's 
advice has been our opinion for the last thirt.y years, and we have never 
been slow to express it in almost the ideuticallanguage, and -:ote will continue 
to do so as long as life lasts." 

In his conclusion, he says: 
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"By a decree of our Grand Lodge the next Report on Correspondence 
has to be furnished in topical form. Always bowing to the dictates of tha·. 
august Body, we shall, God willing, attempt to prepare a report as directed. 
Whether iL will be a success or a failure we do not know; neither do we 
know how it will be received by the brethren of Utah, for whose benefit 
these reports are written. We shall try our 'level best' to please them in 
the future as we have at least attempted to do for the last thirty years. 
There is nothing like trying.'' 

That plan tends to change these reports into essays and discussions. The 
original, and as we belie\·e the true office, was to give information in relation 
to masonic affairs in other jurisdictions, and thus enable the brethen in the 
different jurisdictions to keep in touch with each other. The discussions 
were to be incident, and merely incident, to the report of what was done and 
said, so that the craft ·may be instructed as to what is correctly (from the 
masonic standpoint) done and said. The plan was information first and in
struction afterward. The topical plan omits the information, and really 
makes these reports dissertations. 

VER.MONT, 1899. 

We have a very fine engraved portrait of DANIEL NoRms NICHOLSON, the 
retiring Grand Master, with a biographical sketch. 

During the year, the Grand Lodge dedicate•i four new halls, with full 
ceremonies, and an address on each occasion by Grand M'aster NICHOL~ON . 

At the annual communication the Grand Master delivered a very full ad
dress, showing that he had been, not only an able officer, but a hard work
ing one, as he gave every matter presented to him exhaustive consideration, 
and full and patient investigation when investigation was necessary. 

He had had no correspondence in relation to the Washington matter, as 
that was settled, so far as Vermont is concerned, over forty years ago when 
PmLIP C. TucKER was Grand Master. 

In 1855, a man made complaint to the Grand Master that he went to 
Boston and was made a mason, and that on his return he applied for ad
mission into the lodge at his residence in Vermont, but was refused on the 
ground that he was not a regular mason, having been made in a clandestine 
lodge ; and in support of his claim he produced a letter from the " Corre
sponding Secretary of Prince Hall Grand Lodge." 

In his address at the next Grand Lodge (in 1856) Grand Master TucKER 
gave his correspor.dence upon this subject, in which he stated the history of 
African Lodge, and his conclusions therefrom, the essential ones being the 
followi11g: 

" First. Even if a charter for a subordinate lodge, to be located within 
the United States, could be lawfully granted by the Grand Lodge of Eng
land, after the close of the American Revolution, and if such charter could 
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be lawfully recognized by the American lodges, its vitality would neces
sarily expire when the grantor substantially revoked the grant by striking 
it from its records and thus disavowing all connection with the grantee. 

"Second. That the mere retention of a charter, after its legal revocation, 
cannot preserve or retain any right, power or authority, in the original 
grantees or their successors, where the right to revoke is reserved, as it al
ways is in all Grand Lodges, in the grantor. 

"Third. Even if African Lodge, No. 459, had a lawful masonic exist
ence on the 18th day of June, 1827, the declaration of that date was both un
masonic and revolutionary and placed that body as effectually beyond rec
ognition by either the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts or any other Grand 
Lodge in the United States, as was the French Lodge of Virginia, or the 
German Lodges of New York." 

Accordingly he sustained the action of the lodge in refusiug to allow the 
applicant to visit it. 

The opinions and conclusions of Grand Master TucKER were adopted as 
the sense of his Grand Lodge, which, in 1899, re-affirmed them, upon a brief 
but very able report by Bro. MARSH 0. PEHKINS. 

A large amouut of business of a local character and local importance was 
transacted, but as no new decisions were made, they do not require special 
notice. 

He decided that a Master does not become a Past Master until he has 
vacated the chair, no matter how many terms he may serve consecutively; 
we do not agree; at the same time we do agree that he is not the "last Past 
Master" within the meaning of a certain clause ·of the Constitution of the 
Grand Lodge of Vermont, while he is the Master of the lodge, whether by 
continuous service or by second service, even though each of those who 
served between his two terms of service have ceased to be a member of the 
lodge. 

He recommended that the practice of lodges to regulate their time of 
meeting by "the full of the moon" be discontinued, but the committee 
were not prepared to dictate as to the tim e when lodges shall hold their 
meetings, and add: 

"The argument for holding meetings in country lodges near the time 
when there is a full moon may have force with them, but they should make 
provision in their by-laws for contingencies, and not call upon the Grand 
Master for dispensations when by the fault of their by-laws two stated com
munications may fall in one month and none in another. This may be 
easily provided for, and when that is done the general objection will be ob
viated." 

The proceedings were harmonious: the Committee on Grievances had 
nothing before them: the affairs of the Temple had been put in shape by 
the efficient services of the Grand Master and those associated with him; 
and the craft are moving on in their accustomed solidly prosperous manner. 
So there is little for the reviewer to do, but to chronicle that fact. 

The Grand Orient of Belgium was recognized: the Grand Lodge of Peru 
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was congratulated on its restoring the Great Light to the altars of its lodges; 
and the use of unauthorized Monitors forbidden. 

The committee on the address of the Grand Master well say: 
"We further congratulate our Grand Master, and all in obedience to his 

authority, upon his eminently wise and efficient adminstration. While the 
duties of of his office have been more or less burdensome, especially in con
nection with matters pertaining to the Temple, the securing of suitable and 
proper tenants and leasing of the portions thereof designed for rental, yet 
he has discharged the duties devolving upon him with great faithfulness 
and patience and with an eye single, only, to the best interests of onr be
loved Craft." 

This was supplemented by the unanimous adoption of the following res
olution: 

" Resolved, That the Grand Master elect be and he is hereby created a 
committee on behalf of this Grand Lodge, to procure and pt:esent a suita
ble jewel to Daniel N. Nicholson , in token of our personal esteem for him, 
and of our deep appreciation of his able administration as Grand Master 
for the two years past and of his untiring labors in behalf of the Mason ic 
Fraternity, and that an order be drawn upon the Grand Treasurer in pay
ment of the same." 

We have learned through private correspondence that after his retire

ment from the office of Grand Master he was somewhat prostrated on ac
count of over work. We sincerely trust that his illness was but temporary. 

While we have indicated already the course taken by this Grand Lodge 
in relation to the Washington matter we conclude to give the following, 
adopted by it: 

" WHEREAS, 'l'he Grand Lodge of Washington by the adoption of certain 
resolutions at its annual communication in 1898 bas in effect denied that 
Grand Lodges duly and legally const ituted arc supreme within their terri
tory, and has signified an intention to recognize as masons men belonging 
to clandestine and irregular lodges, therefore, 

"Resolved, That the Grand Master is hereby instructed (unless said 
Grand Lodge of Washington at its annual communication, this year, re
scinds its aforesaid action), to issue an edict suspending all masonic inter
course between the Grand Lodge of Vermont, its subordinates and mem
bers, and the Grand Lodge of Washington, its subordinates and members, 
until the wrong is made right." 

The Report on Correspondence ( 176 pp.) was presented by Bro. M ARSH 

0. PERKINS. 

He started out "with anticipations of an enjoyable and profitable journey 
. through the many masonic fields": he writes as if he enjoyed the journey, 
and it certainly is very profitable to those who follow him in it. 

He says: 
"Bro. SMITH cannot see how it affects the secrecy of the ballot, whether 

he who casts a white or black ball discloses the same-nor can we." 

We have always understood the "secrecy of the ballot" to mean that no 
other person is to know how any member voted; we once knew a case in 

l 
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which the one, who cast a black ball, was bunted down by every other 
member's disclosing that he cast a white ball; if one can disclose, all may, 
and then where is the secrecy of the ballot? At the same time, we believe 
that the one who cast the black ball may waive his right and tlisclose, if the 
act is done in good faith and for a proper purpose. 

Referring to t.be perfection doctrine held by the late Past Grand Mastel: 
BELCHER, of California, a native of Vermont, Bro. PEHKINS well says: 

"We are fully aware of the fact, and have often wondered how so emi
nent and learned a mason could have assented to the dogma. Certainly it 
was not instilled into his mind among the hills and dales of his native State." 

In his review of Delaware, he says: 

"Bro. J. propounds the conundrum, 'Why, then, call it a degree?' 
referring to the esoteric portion of the installation ceremony, maintaining 
that the word degree so applied is a misnomer. We fully agree with him 
that literally and accurately speaking this usage of the word is a misnomer, 
but habit and conven ience frequently determine the definition of a word in 
its various applications. Why not, then, in this case? It is certainly more 
convenient to say 'degree' with this understanding, than to speak of the 
'esoteric portion, etc. ,' every time reference is made to the subject." 

We should as soon think of objecting to ttJe name of "Mayflower" for 
one of our favorite flowers, because in some places it blooms in April and in 
other places not till June! 

He agrees with those who believe that the Maine prope>sition will not be 
generally accepted: but the end of that journey is reached by one step at a 
time, and each year some new steps are chronicled; and its adoption by the 
Grand Encampment of the United States is quite a long one. 

In his review of Maine (1898) he says: 
"The academy building having been burned at Patten, the Grand Master 

was asked permission by the local lodge to let their lodge room for school 
purposes. This was granted, ami the lodge on ly temporarily, we assum e, 
inconvenienced in the commendable work of the diffusie>n of knowledge. 
Curiosity to know more of the lodge leads us to turn to the Dis trict Deputy's 
report, where we find the following: 'Witnessed work in the M. M. de
gree, which was admirably done. The officers take a great in terest in the ir 
work.' The record speaks for itself and comment is unnecessary." 

He says further: 

" But two district meetings were held, a matter of surprise to us, know
ing as we do the value of such gatherings in Vermont, not on ly in bmshing 
up by the exemplification of the work, but in benefits derived in the fra
ternal mingling together of the great body of the craft of each d istrict in 
annual reunion. The conventions bring together the district deputies and 
officers of the lodges for the purpose of special instruction. The district 
meetings enable the craft to enjoy to the full the benefit of that instruction, 
while the social features add to the zest, interest and euthusiasm of all 
participating, which in turn is reflected upon the lodges of which they are 
members. By all means, but our Maine Brethren follow Vermont's ex
ample in this direction." 
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He ev idently holds that our solution of the moon question by defining the 

word "month" as a "lunar month," removes the difficulties. 

lie thinks that the adoption of our regulation that none but members of 

the Grand Lodge shall be preseut at elections, "looks as if somebody had 
been electioneering." This may be true; but that was not the reason for 

adopting the regulat ion. Calling the roll and having members come for

ward to vote consumed a _great deal of time and created much confusion. 

So we concluded to try the experiment of excfuding all but members and 

have the committee pass the boxes around the hall and receive the votes. 

So far this plan has worked satisfactorily, saving a good deal of time. 

Referring to the "Maine Proposition," he comments as follows: 

"Commenting 011 our remarks anent the Maine proposition of jurisdiction 
for five years by a loctge ovt>r rejected material, and our rloubts as to the 
probability of any Grand Lodge, wedded to the .doctrine of perpetual juris
diction, adopting the same, he instances Massachusetts and New York, 
neither of which jurisdictions, as we understand it, had for some time pre
vious, held the doctrine to be a landmark." 

We do not understand that either Massachusetts or New York ever held 

the doctrine of Perpetual Jurisdiction to be a landmark; and the recent 

change was the first one made in Massachusetts; New York, however, had 

abolished Perpetual Jurisiction, and the recrmt legislation was an affi rm

ation of the doctrine of recognizing the status given to a rejected canctidate 

by the law of the jurisdiction in which he was rejected. 

VICTOR.IA, 1899. 

Lorct BRAssgy was re-elected Grand Master at the Quarterly Communica 

tion, March 15th. 
Revised Laws and l{egulations were actopted. 

The returns showed 7, 737 members, a gain of 189. Relief had been 

grantect by the Board of Benevolence to the amount of $3,640. 

The Grand Officers were installect May 17th, and Bro. A. J. PEACOC K 

was appointed Pro Grand Master. 

At the Quarterly Communication June 21st, a new lodge was reported as 

constituted at Port Arlington. 

The Grand Master having referred a letter from the Grand Master of the 

Grand Lodge of Washington to the Board of General Purposes, that body 

reported that as the subject did not affect that Grand Lodge, and it was im

possible to properly sift the evidence, no action should be taken. 
The Board also recommended that their Grand Representative near the 

Grand Lodge of Virginia should represent the Grand Lodge at the ceremon

ies in Commemoration of George Washington. 
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It was proposed to publish the Ancient Landmarks according to MACKEY, 
with the new Constitution, but the proposition was rejected on account of 
the difficulty of deciding what they really are, MACKBY's list not being gen
erally acr.epted. 

The de~th of GBORGF. BAKBR, P. G. M. and late Deputy Grand Master, 
occurred on Sept. 27th, and a memorial page was dedicated to him. I! is 
age was sixty-six. 

At the Quarterly Communication Dec. 20th, Lord BRASSEY announced 
his approaching departure from the colony, and nominated the Pro Grand 
Master, A. J. PEACOCK, as his successor. 

A new lodge was reported as constituted at Corryong. 

VIRGINIA, I899. 

We have a volume of nearly five hundred and fifty pages, with a portrait 
of Bro. GEoRG~; W. WRIGHT, the incoming Grand Master. We have been 
at a loss what course to take in reviewing it. It contains a full account of 
th e proceedings at the Washington Centennial Observance, and of the Grand 
Lodge in relation thereto. We have not space, of course, to copy the whole 
with the addresses, nor even to give the principal part of it. We have, 
therefore, concluded to give only a very brief, general account, and request 
our brethren to come to the Library and read the full proceedings. 

Headquarters were established at a hotel, where all were requested to 
• meet and register: a committee was there to give us a warm welcome; of 

course, the meeting of brethren from different jurisdictions, as they came 
in, was decidedly stirring: in the evening of the thirteenth, the Grand Lodge 
of Virginia met in Alexandria, and Virginia brethren took charge of us and 
escorted us to the Hall, where we were assigned seats on the platform. This 
continent never had such a meeting; Representatives of mor.e Grand Lodges 
were present than eve~; before met. After the opening of the Grand Lorlge, 
the Grand Master called ou a brother from each jurisdiction, who responded 
briefly. Then the business of the Grand Lodge was dispatched, and the 
Grand Lodge was called off. Afterwards came the Grand Lodge banquet, to 
which all the guests were invited; of course toasts and speeches followed. 
The next day we went by steamers to Mt. Vernon; the Grand Lodge went 
from Alexandria; the guests· from abroad a nd the Washington brethren 
(who gave exceedingly efficient aid throughout) formed in procession at 
headquarters, the Representatives of other Grand Lodges in carriages, and 
marched to a steamer on the Washington side, or rather two steamers. 
Arriving at Mt. Vernon, a procession was formed and marched to the 
grounds, where the exercises outlined on the program took place. The Presi
dent and his escort had arrived by street cars. A vast number of people 
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had also assembled, so that the whole number present must have been close 
to twelve thousand. At the Old Vault prayer was offered by Bishop RAN
DOLPH, and an oration delivered by Grand Master BuRNAND, of Colorado. 
The procession then moved to the New Tomb and formed about it as well as 
the numbers present allowed; prayer was offered by R. W. Bro. GEORGE 
H. RA v, Grand Chaplain of the Grand Lodge of Virginia, and the services, 
in which all the Grand Masters present took part by responses, as well as 
Representatives of foreign Grand Bodies, took place; the procession then 
marched by and deposited the evergreen. Proceeding to the Mansion 
House, the Grand Master introduced the President, who delivered an address 
which was received with universal favor: the Grand Master of Virginia 
then delivered a magnificent address: at its conclnsion the ceremonies were 
closed by a benediction by Bro. RABBI EDWARD N. CALISCH, of Fraternal 
Lodge, Richmond. During the day, various salutes were fired. 

The Grand Lodge returned to the hall and called off until noon the next 
day, and in the mean time gave their attention to their guests. The others 
of us returned in the steamers to Washington, and spent the afternoon in 
social intercourse, for which, of course, great opportunity was given while 
going to and returni,ng from Mt. Vernon. 

In the evening the Grand Master of Virginia gave a reception at a hotel 
in Washington, which was very largely attended, and which, we are safe in 
saying, no one present will ever forget. After the re~eption, a banquet was 
given by the Grand Lodge of Virginia to the Representatives of other Grand 
Lodges, followed by speeches of a very high and interesting character. It 

was the next day when the affair ended. 
We but voice the universal emphatic sentiment of all present, when we 

say that the occasion was most admirably planned by the Grand Lodge of 
Virginia, and, in the execution of those plans, 'lj)as a perfect success. The 
whole craft have abundant cause for gratitude to our brethren of Virginia, 
and especially to Grand Master H.. W. T. DuKE, Jn., Past Grand Master 
A. R. CounTNEY, Chairman of the Executive Committee, H.. W. Bro. K. 
KEMPER, Chairman of the General Committee, and Bro. RoBERT WHITE, 
Marshal. 

As hosts, our Virginia brethren captured the hearts of all their visitors, 
and their hospitality was equalled only by the gracious courtesy with which 
it was dispensed. We were made to feel that we were brethren coming 
back to meet onr brethren at home, and welcomed with hearts overflowing 
with fraternal affection. 

As for the event itself, we feel that it was the most important in which 
masons, as such, have ever participated. So far as the outward world is 
concerned, the occasion gave a tremendous impulse to patriotism, and ven
eration for the men who enrolled our country among the nations of the 

• 



• 

Correspondence- Virginia. 

earth and laid the foundation for government by the people, and especially 

for him, who now, more than ever before, is hailed as " Father of our 

Country." 

The President said : 
"The nation needs ·at this moment the help of his wise example. In 

dealing with our vast responsibilities we turn to him. We invoke the coun
sel of his life, and character and courage. We summon his precepts that 
we may keep his pledges to maintain justice and law, education and morality, 
and civil and religious liberty in every part of our country, the new as well 
as the old." 

Grand Master DuKE portrayed the effect of the occasion by his eloquent 

plea for the future: 

"The observance of this anniversary should not await another century. 
Here at each recurring anniversary of this man's death should be not merely 
the gathering of the craft whose membership he adorned, but of the reople 
who owe to him the foundation of their greatness and their glory. Here 
lovers of their country should come to catch the inspiration of his great 
life, the purity of his patriotism, the simplicity of his character-the dignity 
of his manhood, and the unostentatious piety of his soul. Here the politi
cian should come to learn that purity and rectitude and straightforward 
honesty is as poRsible in the art of government and as successful as in any 
other science. Here the soldier should come to take courage at the remem
brance that the soldier sleeping here overcame defeat with patience, and 
conquered victory with self-abnegation. Here the citizen should come to 
learn that his is no idle position in a government where he is in part a ruler; 
that service to one's country is due as long as life lasts. Here the man 
should come, to learn how man cau achieve greatness without sacrificing 
himself to ambition, and glory without a stain upon his escutcheon. The 
voice that speaks from this grave is the voice of a great past speaking unto 
a greater future. Its note of admonition, of courage, of counsel will reach 
as far as the great arm of the government he founded shall reach, that arm 
which sheltering in his tim·e the narrow boundary along the Atlantic coast 
now reaches from tropic sea to tropic sea, extending to all over whom it 
reaches the blessings of free government, free religion, freedom of will and 
thought, and the laws of liberty. Not the phantom liberty which shrouds 
itself in the robes of license, but that liberty which subjecting itself to the 
discipline of intellect and the control of virtue becomes tbe liberty of law." 

But for Masonry, though it is not shown on the surface, the occasion was 

greater still. Such a meeting of the leaders of the craft has never been 

known-not merely in numbers, but in spirit of fraternity wbich so much 

rtbounded. Grand Lodge boundaries went out of sight, and with them 

rtll lines of geographical divisions. We stood together without regard 

to home or dwelling place, as members of the craft universal, with the com

mon purpose and single aim of elevating humanity. And no one present 

could have gone away without his heart thrilling with greater love fo r 

his Brethren, a higher appreciation of the mission of Freemasonry, and n, 

more earnest determination to airl in the accomplishment of that mission. 

But we must leave this theme and come to our review of the other trans
actions of the Grand Lodge of Virginia. 
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We must add the graceful welcome of Grand Master D u1o; in his annual 

address: 

"And here I turn to the distinguished representa tives of our s ister Grand 
Lodges, and in the name of the Grand Lodge of Virginia bid them a hearty 
and unfeigned welcome. Brethren-I will not call yon guests-you are ours, 
of us, parL of us, no matter from whence you come-Maine and Califoruia, 
Canada, Nova Scotia aud Florida, Belgium and Victoria, East, West, North, 
South. Here I hail you as from no foreign clime, for l!'reemasonry is but 
one country, knows but one latitude. Our Jove, our gratitude, destroys 
barriers, obliterates all lines. You are in your own home. Some lmve 
doubted the prerogative of Grand Masters to make masons as sight, but no 
one dare questiou the power of the Grand Master of Masons in Virginia 
when he makes you now and at sight, one and all, Virginia masons, and 
bids you enter your own home and occupy as you will. 

"'Our hoard is frugal but our hearts are great,' take them with our un
feigned affection, and may this meeting knit together in ties of sincerest 
affection every mason and every masonic lodge represented here.'' 

We take the following from his address, and we most earnestly commend 
them to the attention of our brethren: 

"A corner-stone cannot be laid on Sunday. No masonic work can be 
done upon Sunday, and the laying of a corner-stone is actual work. I was 
surprised at the request to do this work on Sunday, and promptly declined 
to allow it. One day in the week is sacred to God, and the sanctity of the 
Sabbath day should be guarded with zealous care by Free Masons, who are 
in duty bound to obey the moral law, and no law is higher than the dne ob
servances of that day of rest so necessary to man's physical, mental, and 
moral needs." 

• * * * * * * * * 
"I decided that it was illegal and unmasonic for any lodge to endorse a 

begging circular sent out by a church, a decis ion the propriety of which is 
so pla in I hesitated to report it, but on second consideration determined to 
do so, in order to emphasize the fact that no lodge has a right to endorse 
any undertaking, no matter however meritorious, and its seal should never 
be used upon any other than strictly masonic papers and documents. 

"Any mason, whether a member of the lodge or not, has the right, with 
the permission of the Worshipful Master to state his reasons in open lodge 
why a petition for initiation ought not to be favorably acted upon.'' 

The latter is not Jaw in some jurisdictions but it ought to be in all. The 

time was when such a thing could be done in many lodges and the fact that 
it was done be known only to the members. 

Tlte following is very timely: 

"1 was shocked to receive from a lodge in New York a long com.munica·· 
tion addressed to a local paper in the town where the lodge was situated, 
sent by a mason in Virginia, making a violent attack upon the character of a 
brother a mason who had moved from Virginia to the State of New York. 
The writer in this paper used masonic language, and stated he did tltis to 
prevent ntasous from being imposed upon, etc., etc. 

"The ed itor, I suppose a mason, promptly turned the communication un
published over to the lodge, which kindly forwarded it to me. I sent it at 
once to my District Deputy in the district where the writer resided, and di
rected him to forward it to the Junior Warden of the writer's lodge to take 
prompt aud vigorous action in the matter. The offender was prom ply tried, 
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plead guilty, expressed deep contrition, and threw himself upon the mercy 
of the lodge. He was duly disciplined. Had he been expelled. I do not 
think this Grand Lodge would have disapproved the sentence. The public 
press is not the tribunal before which one mason should summon another to 
answer charges, much less the vehicle through which assaults upon the 
character and stauding of one mason should be made by another." 

Of the Washington matter, he says: 

"The Grand Lodge of Washington has receded from the position it took 
last year as to certain clandestinely made masons, and treated your resoluc 
tion in that regard with every evidence of warm appreciation. Whilst the 
resolutions rescinding the obnoxious declaration of the year before are 
somewhat disingenuous, and might very properly be complained of, I think 
the incident should be declared closed." 

He decided that persons. who cannot conform to the ritual, without arti
ficial or friendly assistance, are ineligible. 

The following was most emphatically endorsed by the Grand Lodge: 

"Nor can I omit the reception given me in Norfolk by the masons of that 
city in May, when over four hundred Master Masons, their wives and 
daughters were entertained in the auditorium of the Masonic Temple, and a 
delightful musical programme rendered and refreshments served. I know 
of nothing better calculated to advance the cause of Freemasonry than such 
entertainments. It is due to our and to our brethren's wives and daughters 
that occasionally we should entertain them as masons, and in mingling in 
social con verse, learn to know and appreciate each other." 

Of the vote of the Grand Lodge to invite the Prince of Wales, Grand 
Master of Masons in England, Bro. DuKE says: 

"In accordance with your rising unanimous vote at your last Graud An
nual Communication, I invited his Royal Highness, the Prince of Wales, 
Grand Master of the United Grand Lodge of England, to attend the cere
monies at Mount Vemon on the 14th. I received a most courteous and 
fratE<rnal reply through the Grand Secretary of that Grand Lodge, express
ing our Most Worshipful Brother's regret that his public engagements pre
vented his acceptance of the invitation, and reciprocating to the fullest ex
tent the fraternal regard of his Virginia brethren. At a later date His 
Hoyal Highness sent his portrait and autograph as a further evidence of his 
appreciation of this invitation. It is to be regretted that we could not have 
evinced, by welcoming our Royal Brother at these ceremonies, the affection 
we feel for our Mother Grand Lodge and for our English brethren, to whom 
we are bound not only by the fraternal ties of Freemasonry, but by the ties 
of kinship, common language, and common love of honor, liberty and man
hood." 

The usual business, including the granting of several charters, was har
moniously transacted. 

Thanks were voted to the Grand Master and other brethren of the Grand 
Lodge of the District of Columbia for effic ient aid in the Centennial exer·· 
cises. 

The following tribute to Grand Master DuKE by the Committee is emi
nently deserved: 
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"This has been a busy year with the Grand. Master of Virgini <\. A 
perusal of his address gives some idea of the varied and responsible duties 
that have devolved upon him. Never in our history have as many and such 
important interests crowded together, and demanded the most serious thought 
and wisest management in one year as in that now closing. And we were 
fortunate in having a commander who was equal to every emergency. 
Gifted by nature, polished by education, in the full flush of vigorous man
hood, and above all supported by the loving and unquestioning loyalty of an 
united brotherhood-a commander who was fired with the one ambition of 
bearing aloft the white banner of true Masonry, which is the banner of 
peace and good will among men, and in handing it over to his successor un
sullied and untorn. A commander who in sunshine and in storm stood 
upon the bridge, field glass in hand, watching the horizon in every direc
tion, guarding against every movement of our common enemy, the natura l 
depravity of the human heart; and at the same time ever mindful to provide 
with fat.herly care for the mor3l and mental welfare of the crew." 

The Report on Correspondence (pp. 114) was presented by Bro. J osEPH 

W. EGGLESTON. 

We have never been able to find any I'OOd reason (save perhaps a pecun
iary one) for the change from the old law, to which Virginia still adheres: 

"Our old-fashioned way of allowing a mason to apply by verbal applica
tion to any lodge for membership, and to belong to as many lodges at the 
S<Wle time as he chooses, works perfectly without friction or trouble, though 
it may not be in keeping with .the ideas of mutual benefit societies, or trades 
unions. We do not even allow a membership fee charged. What harm it 
can do any one lodge for each of its members to at the same time hold mem·· 
bership in other lodges is simply, to a Virginia mason, incomprehensible. " 

We conclude to devote our space to his statements of Virginia masonic 

law with his reasons therefor: in his review of British Columbia, he says: 

" He, hampered I y a ' Constitution,' debates the question as to what a 
dispensation really is. Well, if Masonry is to become everywhere a mouern 
society governed, uot by a blending of King Solomon's wisdom and power 
with pure democracy, but by organic law or' Constitution,' a 'dispensatiou' 
would have simply uo meaning at all. The word plainly means a 'dispen
sing' with a provision of law when special circumstances render it necess:uy. 
The only reason for our blending of autocratic with democratic govern ment 
is in memory of the same blending which existed when the temple was 
built. The three Grand Masters, the only Master Masons Jiving, jointly exer
cised general powers as our Master Masons in Grand Lodge as~embled do, but 
would any sane mason imagine that King Solomon would have hesitated, in 
an emergency, to 'dispense' with the action of any of their laws, and, as 
the word plainly means, set it aside. The laws made by these three Grand 
Masters were general in their nature, but not necessarily so specific or elab
orate as to properly cover every possible cas!J; therefore tbey could be set 
aside temporarily by proper authority, and ours should be the same way. 
We have in the landmarks enough fixed, immutable, or~an ic law, and we 
have only been, in some instances misled by the name Constitution. Many 
jurisdictions calling their law a Constitution do not set it up as sacred a nJ 
inviolable, but countenance the Grand Master's right to '<lispense' with it 
in his discretion. It should be given some other name on this continent, 
simply because the word Constitution has with us come to mean far more 
than it does in England. Call it a methodical digest of laws of the Grand 
Lodge, make it binding except when • dispensed' with by authority of King 
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Solomon's successor, and it at once becomes a useful thing instead of a 
terror. Besides, the office of Grand Master and its relat ions to the Cmft 
typifies, as we have frequently said, the Fatherhood of God anrl t he Brother
hood of man." 

Referring to a criticism (which seems to us well taken) of his Grand 

Lodge for ' •closing'' daily during its session instead of '•calling off,'' he says: 

"Well, long custom is a great argumeLt in Masonry. We only call off 
for • rej1·eshment,' and each session is opened regularly sometimes in ample 
and sometimes in due form. One good reason for giving the whole list of 
those present at each session is to let the lodges who send their delegates see 
just how they have a ttended to their duties. We pay no l!lileage or per 
diem, but the lodges usually pay the expenses of their delegates, and are en
titled to know whether they were at their posts or elsewhere." 

The giving of the names is all right, but it seems to us that it is just as 

proper to call off for the" refreshment" of sleep and breakfast, as it is for tlle 

refreshment of dinner: besides, it seems to us that when a lodge is" closed" 

that session is at an end. Of course we know that there has been a usage 

to " close to stand closed" till a particular time, but the meeting at that 

time 'iS another meeting. We hold that the accurate method is to call off 
from time to t ime till the business is finished and thus continue the meeting .. 

The followin g is pertinent in these days when there seems to be danger 

that a meeting of a lodge will soon be held to be unmasonic, unless held in 

a hall dedicated to Masonry : 

" W ell, Bro. Coxe, in Arabia, where customs are less changed in the last 
three or four thousand years than perhaps any where else in the world, they 
still do as our fathers did-viz. , meet where and when they choose. Lodge 
rooms set aside as the permanent home, and only possible place of meeting, 
are themselves modern innovat ions. The Grand Lodge of Virginia was in 
1898 received in the body of one of i t~ subordinate lodges meeting tempo· 
rarily in an 'improviserl lodge room' in the second story of a peanut baru, 
and Masonry in nowise suffered. It is singular how prone we a ll are to 
keep picking at that 'mote in our brother's eye, ' forgetting the ' beam' in 
our own. " 

We feel like taking exception to his review of Maine, as he intimates 

that he ought to use his whitewash brush freely, because Grand Master 
LOC KE and the writer commended his last repor t, thereby giving him an 

honest debt to repay; but we accept it as a jest and take his review as 

earnest. 

They are sometimes careless in Virginia, as well as we in Maine, in t.he 

arlmission of new members: 

" Th e greatest evil we have to combat is the tendency to imitate in onr Inst i
tution other soc ieties in all their way~. Insurance and benefic ial orders, doing 
as they are a noble and necessary work, must have numbers, and theirsnccess 
is in proportion to numerical strength. We are differen tly situated. Our 
greatest possible need is that our membership shall cor•tain the man liest 
men to be found, who do right because it is right; and the more discriminat
ing we are with our ballot boxes the stronger we are. Not 011ly slwulrl we 
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not solicit members, but we ought never to cast a white ball on a name un
less it be above suspicion." 

He is not quite correct in his understanding of one feature of our law. 
We do not allow one lodge to do the work for another lodge: the latter 
must waive jurisdiction and the candidate be accepted by the former. Our 
law also provides (as does that of almost every Grand Lodge which allows 
membership in only one lodge) that receiving the third degree in a lodge 
makes him a member. Such was not the law formerly: it used to require 
a unanimous vote: later, a newly made Master Mason could sign the by
laws and become a member or not as he pleased. The result was that we 
turned out many unaffiliated masons: to remedy this evil we (and other Grand 
Lodges having a similar practice) adopted the present law. 

He refers to our law of allowing a brother to be suspended from member
ship for non-payment of dues, and inquires whether it would not be better to 
suspend from all masonic rights and require a vote of the lodge to restore, 
citing the case which arose under Bro. LocKE's administration. Perhaps 
so; but a law that bas been in force eighty years, with but one case of abuse 
of it, is a pretty good Jaw for a human law: however, we did amend)it in 
such manner as to preve"nt a similar abuse. 

Of the use of gavels by the Wardens, he says: 
"This is to us a new and interesting question, and as Bro. Drummond 

proposes to leave it to the ritualists among the various Foreign Correspond
ence Committees, we cannot dodge, having been a member of the Grand 
Working Committee. We in Virginia do not hand a gavel to the Wardens, 
nor invest them with it as an emblem of authority, but leave it on their 
stands, closing the installation ceremony with the admonition, 'Look well 
to the West (or South).' We consider these stationed officers as the lieu
tenants of the Master in his presence, fully qualified and authorized to assist 
him and use his delegated authority, and in his absence to use it in full. Pos
sibly this is reason they have gavels, but this is the first time this question 
has been raised in our day, and it will well·bear discussion." 

But we must stop. We desired especially to quote his remarks in rela
tion to Rites and give our views. But an unexpected call to be absent from 
home compels us to hurry through our report, in order not to delay the 
publication of the Proceedings. 

But we cannot leave these Proceedings without a personal word. The 
great honor paid us by Grand Master DuKE and the Grand Lodge of Virginia 
at this session is on record in these Proceedings. Silence would be the 
grossest affectation. No man can be insensible to the approval of that body 
of men. Nay, one, who would not esteem it as the highest of honors, little 
knows what that approval is worth. But much as we appreciate that, we 
are not sure that the evidences of fraternal affection, which we received on 
all sides, were not more gratifying to us. 

APP. 17 Q, L, 
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WASHINGTON, 1899. 

The Grand Master (WtLLLUt HENRY UI'TON) in his address says that the 
year had been a very prosperous one in every respect. 

After referring to the dead of the year he adds, under the heading, " A 1< D 

ONE UNNAMED": 

" .But not by the loss of brothers or sons is li fe most darkened. One 
there may be whose eye never beheld the light by which masons work, but 
who yet so filled our life that when she went out of it, it was as though the 
sun had abandoned his place in heaven, and left chaos in his stead . God 
pity us were this the end of all; were we condemned to endnre existence 
after joy, desire, ambition had been buried with our heart beueath a green 
mound, with hope of nothing beyond. It cannot be. Thank God for faith 
that Life and Love are deathless. Without that hope, self-destruction were 
a right. With it, for some of us death is no longer 'a grim tymut, but a 
kind messenger;' and every tie loosened from earth is become an anchor 
'both sure and steadfast which entereth into that within the veil.' " 

These tidings will carry sorrow to the hearts of the craft. 
Of course, the chief topic in his address is the action of other Grand 

Lodges in relation to the action of his Grand Lodge, the year previou~, but 
he persists in maintaining his erroneous positions, and of course views the 
matter from the wrong standpoint. In the outset he attributes all the 
trouble to "the failure on the part of certain brethren in other jurisrlictions 
to appreciate the responsibilities of the position which they had undertaken 
to fill, when called upon, as committeemen, to advise their Grand Lodges of 

their proper relation " towards the subject. 
As every committeeman, who was thus called upon, took the same view, 

it is quite suggestive that he was the one who made the failure. 
His address is marked with a spirit of bitterness growing out of the 

assumption that the adverse criticisms of the action of his Grand Lodge were 
caused by hostility to it. 

He is even foolish enongh to insert the following in his aduress: 
"Indiana declared non-intercourse May 23d. This was anticipated 

from the beginning by those, familiar with the local history of Indiana, who 
know the influence which certain men exert in that Grand Lodge. It is a 
matter of history that betweeu thiny-five and forty years ago cenain negro
phobists, lacking the courage to serve in thE' Confederate army, 'rendez
voused' in southern Indiana, and occasioned Abraham Lincoln considerable 
annoyance. Some of them 'refugeed' for a while in Canada, but consid
ered it safe to return after the emancipator of the negro had been as,assin
ated. By the spawn of this nest, Washington has been venomously attacked 
during the last ten months; and the childen are not ignorant of their father's 
old methods of fighting. 

• * * * * * * • * 
"Brethren it is the same old, old story, so oft repeated in the history of 

the West. The East and the South have assumed that the people of the 
West were backwoodsmen and ignoramuses. With no appreciation of the 
real facts; with no understanding of the brain, the intelligence, the intellect
ual industry, or of the other qualities of our people, which have placed the 



Correspondence- Washington. 

West in many things half a century ahead of the sleepy old homes of our 
fathers; ignorant of the fact that Washington possesses the best masonic 
libraries west of the Missonri, and numbers in its Grand Lodge many men 
who have made Masonry a study and a delight, our brethren have made the 
old mistake of assuming that we did not know what we were taking about; 
and that they, without study, knew more than we about matters which we 
had carefully investigated. And they have repeated their other old mistake 
of assuming that when the lordly East spoke, the rude and unpolished West 
would hasten to hide its diminished head. 

" I cannot see that it woulct serve any good purpose for me to discuss at 
le)lgth the impressions made by the hasty actions of these Grand Lodges, 
with whom we have sought nd quarrel; and I desire to heed to the fullest 
extent the injunction of our ancient law, to say or do 'nothing which may 
hinder brotherly love and good offices to be renewed and continued.' Ac
cording to our mood, these edicts of non-intercourse may inspire consterna
tion, sorrow, contempt, indignation-any feeling in the whole gamut of 
human emotions except love, hate or fear. .To those of you who have not 
hi therto known the full extent of the vials of wrath let loose against us, this 
full knowledge may come with almost stunning effect. I cannot blame you 
if it does." 

* * * * * * * * * 
"It may be that, for the moment, this great spectacle of hostility has pro-

duced the effect upon you that those who have shown so little love for you 
or your Grand Lodge design~d to produce; so th at you are inclined to cry 
out, 'Spare us and we will surrender; spare us and we will obey your will.' " 

Whether the stars indicate the omission of something which it was not 
deemed prudent to publish can only be surmised from the context. 

While he speaks of the Grand Lodge of Washington, he means himself; 
for in another place, he says that a certain writer had "never lost an 
opportunity to malign and misrepresent the Grand Lodge of Washington," 
when the only offence of that writer had been to criticize utterances of 
Grand Master UPTON (before he was Grand Master) and ridicule some of 
his absurd productions. 

It has been, from the first time that Grand :Master UPTON has appeared in 
debating masonic matters, a decided weakness, that he so identifies himself 
with what he writes, that he takes an adverse criticism of his productions 
as an attack upon himself, if we can judge from his discussions. In fact, he 
has actually stated in connection with a notice of criticisms of some of his 
deliverances that he could not understand why the writer of those criticisms 
should be so hostile to him. 

This same weakness is shown in his comments upon the action of the 
other Grand Lodges. It is illustrateci in what he says of the action of the 
Grand Lodges of Massachusetts and Maine: 

" I am aware that it will occasion surprise, and perhaps dissatisfaction, 
that I group with these four Grand Lodges, those of Massachusetts and 
Maine. But we must bear in mind that, although the resolutions of the 
latter two bodies were prepared by our enemies, they were adopted by our 
friends. 'The voice is Jacob's voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau.' 

... * • • * • • * • 
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"Misled as I have stated, on December 14, 18!l7, the Grand Lodge of 
Massachusetts 'protested' against your (alleged) recognition of 'spurious 
masons and Masonic bodies' and against your resolution 'sa1wtioning the 
possible establishment of a Grand Lodge of co-onlinate jurisdiction' in this 
State and did ' fraternally demand' a 'speedy reconsideration ' of your 
' enti re action upon the subject of negro "Masonry."' 

"I recommend that you refrain from tak ing offence at the word • protest,' 
and treat the 'fraternal demand' as a request. 

"On May 4, 1899, the Grand Lodge of Maine, whose committee had very 
elaborately misrepresented every phase of the subject, aclopted three resolu
tions. The first two express the opinion of the Grand Lodge of Maine upon 
certain theori es which originated with the chairman of the Maine committee 
and have not yet gained the acceptance of well informed masons-if of any 
-elsewhere. Any discussion of them would fall to our Committee on 
Correspondence, as the right of the Grand Lodge of Maine to have its own 
opin ions cannot be questioned. By its third resolution, that Grand Lodge, 
'fraternally but most earnestly, requests the Grancl Lodge of Washington 
to rescind those resolutions,' apparently meaning the resolutions adopted 
last year. I advise the Grand Lodge not to regard the unfortunate word 
' rescind' as implying any illegi timate desire to prescribe your action for 
you, but as equivalent to 'reconsider.'" 

He insists that the action of his Grand Lodge was misunderstood and mis
represented, and that it did not recognize the legitimacy of any Grand 
Lodge or subordinate lodge ! And, as will be seen by our extracts from his 
address, he insists that the action of the other Grand Lodges was an attack 
upon the sovereignty of his Grand Lodge in a matter over which it had ex
clusive jurisdiction ! 

As we gave last year the action of this Grand Lodge upon this subject, 
with our views thereon, (which have not undergone any change) we have 
no occasion to devote further space to the subject. 

The Grand Master recommended that the Grand Representative system 
be re-established, and his recommendation was unanimously adopted. 

The following resolution was presented and referred to the Committee on 
Jurisprudence to report next year: 

"WHEREAS, This Grand Lodge did at our annual communication of 1897 
annul its edict of non-intercourse against the Grand Lodge of Hamburg for 
her unwarranted invasion of the jurisprudence of the Grand Lodge of New 
York, by still maintaining her spurious offspring, namely, Pythagoras 
Lodge, within the State of New York, contrary to the American doctri ne 
of Grand Lodge sovereignty, now, therefore, be it 

"Resolved, That the action of this Grand Lorlge of 1897 in annulling said 
edict be rescinded, and that said edict be declared in full force." 

The Report on Correspondence is a review of Negro Masonry (135 pp.), 
by Bro. WrLLIHI H. UPTON, and an article headed "An Attack upon 
Grand Lodge Sovereignty," (27 pp.) by Bro. THOM AS M. REEil. 

The latter reviews only the action of the other Grand Lodges which had 
declarerl non-intercourse. 

It is not necessary to devote much space to the former, as he Jlractically 
surreurlers his whole case. In the 1898 report he stated that PmNCE HALL 
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from " 1792 till his death in 1807, exercised all the functions of a Provincial 
Grand Master." He has been driven from this position, and now waives en
tirely the claim that PRINCE HALL had express authority from ~ngland to 
act as a Provincial Grand Master among the negroes. This is equivalent to 
an admission that African Lodge had the same power as every other lodge 
chartered by the Grand Lodge of England, and no other powers; and PRINCE 
HALL had the same powers as the Master of any such lodge, and no greater 
powers. 

If African Lodge had any legal existence at all in 1797, it was a subor
dinate of the Grand Lodge of England. 

At that time the law of that Grand Lodge was that lodges could be legally 
organized only "by a warrant from the Grand Master for the time being, 
granted to certain imli viduals by petition, with the consent and approbation 
of the Grand Lodge in communication, and without such warrant no lodge 
should be deemed regular or constitutional." 

And "If any set or number of masons shall take upon themselves to form 
a lodge without the Grand Master's warrant, the regular lodges are not to 
countenance them nor own them as fair brethren duly formed, nor approve 
of their acts and deeds; but must treat them as rebels until they shall 
humble themselves as the Grand Master shall in prudence direct, and until 
he approve of them by his warrant signified to the other lodges: as the 
custom is when a new lodge is to be registered in the Grand Lodge book." 

Under these provisions the warrant of PRINCE HALL had no more force than 
a blank piece of paper; and there is no pretense that the Grand Master or 
the Grand Lodge of England, or any other Grand Master or Grand Lodge, 
ever "approved" either of the Bodies to which HALl. issued his warrant, or 
any of the Bodies which have sprung from them. On the contrary, every 
Grand Lodge, in whose terr·itory any one of these Bodies has been organized, 
has formally pronounced it illegal and clandestine. 

If one of the lodges in Washington, or a Master of one of them, should 
undert.ake to create a lodge in that State, or elsewhere, who would recog
nize it? And yet the law in Massachusetts, Rhode Islaud and Pennsyl
vania in 1797 was precisely the same as the law in Washington now. 

In our report of last year we stated: 
"If one of these colored lodges were in existence in Washington to-day, 

and should ask to give in its adhesion to the Grand Lodge of Washington, 
and that Body should accept, and issue a charter to it, that lodge would 
thereby become, as to all the world, a regular lodge." 

He, after erroneously intimating that this is a change from our position 
in 1876, quotes this and adds: 

"Of course, such would not be the case, had the lodge and its members 
been ' clandestine.' " 
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Such would be the case, however, for when any Grand Lodge grants a 
charter to individuals in its jurisdiction, all question as to the regularity of 
those indi~iduals is foreclosed; if they were not regular, that act of the sov
ereign power having exclusive jurisdiction in the premises makes them so. 
It is passing strange that he will not see the difference between an act within 
the jurisdiction of a Grand Lodge and an act not within its jurisdiction. 

This is all in this report that calls for any notice; but we find a note which 
would not call for notice, considering the author of it, were it not published 
in the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Washington as follows: 

"Proceedings G. L. of Maine, 1899, Cor. Rep. p. 308, will be the refer
'Emce, if the author of that report reproduces in the formal volume the matter 
contained in the advanced sheets which he printed and circula.ted through
out the U. S. , in the Spring of 1899, for the purpose of misrepresenting the 
position of the Grand Lodge of Washington, deceiving masons as to facts, 
and aliena.ting our brethren from us. In the octavo 'signature' which he 
circulate<l, there are more carefully concocted misrepresentations of fa.ct 
than there are pages. That he will reproduce this matter, I do not doubt; 
for ever since he attra.cted the a.ttention of R. F. Gould, by assisting-for a 
valuable consideration, and on condition his own name should be placed on 
the title pa.ge-an 'enterprising' publisher to pirate Gould's History of 
Freema.sonry, he has seemed desirous that wha.t Gould said of Preston should 
a.pply to himself,-that • (to put it mildly) in all matters of a controversial 
nature, he laboured ' unde,. a constitutional incapacity for exactitude of 
statement.' In calculating to what extent he may safely carry brazen mis
representation in his attempts to deceive and mislead the masons of Amer
ica., he has accepted as an axiom the opinion of Sir Richard Burton, that, 
'Next to the Antiquary, in simplicity of mind, capacity of belief, and 
capability of assertion, ranks the Freemason." ' 

The statement that we assisted in editing the ,\.merican edition of Gould's 
History'' for a valuable consideratien" is utterly false. 

The statement that it was on condition that our name should be placed on 
the title page is utterly false. 

The statement that the American edition was "pirated" is utterly false. 

In · justice to Bro. GouLD, and to Bros. THEO. S. PARVIN and the late 
ENOCH T. CARSON, whom this vile slander affects equally with us, we will 
say that when the original publishers of his history, who had full power in 
all matters relating to its publication, failed and threw the publication back 
upon Brother GouLD, he, in ignorance of what had been done by them in 
relation to its publication in America, did think that a wrong had been done 
to him by Brothers I' ARVIN, CAnsoN, and the writer, but when he came to 
understand the facts that his publishers had had such correspondence with 
the American publisher that legally entitled the latter to go on with his 
work in which hfl ha.<l already expended a large amount of money in getting 
subscribers, plates for portraits, &c., he changed his attitude towards Bros. 
PARVIN, CARSON and ourself, and became a steadfast friend to us, with 
whom he has maintained a most fraternal correspondence ever since. 
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This note is also an outrage upon Brother GouLD; as it, in effect, charges 

him with arrant hypocrisy; for upon his own motion, Bro. GouLD has re

cently prepared for the Quatuor Coronat-i a biographical memoir of the 

writer in a manner which would stamp him as a hypocrite, if there was even 

a tittle of truth in the charges in this note. 

It is so inconceivable to us that any one could be led, even by his wounded 
self-l ove ami bitter disappointment, in not obtaining expected and greatly 

coveted applause, to disgrace himself so utterly as the writer of this note has 

clone, that we can only think that, when he penned it, he was laboring under 

.....:a t least temporary-aberration of mind, and pity him accord ingly . 

WEST VIRGINIA, 1899. 

The Proceed ings proper are precerled by a portrait and biographical 

sketch of Bro. NEu~ RoBINSO N, the incoming Grand Master. 

A large number of special communications were held for constituting 

lodges and lay ing corner stones. 

At the annual communication there was a very full representation of the 

lodges and of the other Granrl Lodges; among them, our representative, 
Bro. I!tTGH Sn;nLING, answered for Maine. 

The Grand Master, Jos~JPH HALL, announced the death of .Past Grand 
Master ALEXAND ER M. EvANS, and paid a brief tr ibute to his memory. 

He held that a lodge u. n. cannot waive jurisd ic tion over candidates 

under the old law relating to that class of lodges. We believe that the law, 

now generally prevailing, that lodges u. D. have all the powers of charte red 

lodges, except the election and installation of officers, is wisest. 

He had granted a large number of dispensations and refused some. 

Among those granted were dispensations for three new lodges. 

He announced quite a la rge number of decisions. Among them the 

following: 

"That the stationed officers named in the charter of a lodge and installed 
in to office at the institution of the lodge, must serve in sairl offices for at 
least one masonic year, although a by-law was adopted by the lodge fixing 
the time for holding its annual election but one month or more after its in
stitution." 

We do ·not know as this question was ever raised in Maine, but the usage 

has been here that the officers named in the charter hold until the next. an

nual election, whether within less than one year or not. 

The following, perhaps, would not have been made were it not for the an

nouncement of the contrary doctrine in Washington. But this decision is 

in accorrlance with the usage and la w of all other Grand Lodges: 

"That this Grand Lodge only recognizes brethren to be entitled to visit 
its lodges who a re members of subordinate or Grand Lodges of the several 
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Grand Jurisdictions with whom this Grand Lodge is in fraternal correspond
ence.'' 

He had decided that a person claiming to be a Master Mason made in 
Guatemala and holding a dim it issued by the Supreme Council of that juris
diction, could not be admitted as a visitor for the reason given in the de
cision just quoted. 

Various questions growing out of doubt as to the residence of candidates 
were decided by him, but none of them are of sufficient importance to call 
for notice. 

Referring to the Washington matter, he says that be deemed it best to 
withdraw recognition, and thereupon notified Bro. JutES R. HAYDEN, the 
Representative of his Grand Lodge near the Grand Lodge of Washin~ton, 
to that effect, and in reply received the following, 

"M. W. and Dear Brother:-Your letter of the 14th inst., revoking my 
appointment as Representative of theM. W. Grand Lodge of West Virginia, 
near the Grand Lodge of Washington, was received to-day, and in reply I 
have to say that as I voted against the action of our Grand Lodge in regard 
to the recognition of 'negro masons, ' which does not recognize them, I 
don't blame you, and I hereby tender my resignation as said representative, 
for the additional reason that I was not worthy of the honor conferred . 
Witness my silence for years as proof. 

Yours fraternally, 
JAM ES R. HAYDEN, P. G. M., 

He had also had a case relating to physical qualifications, and which he 
discussed at some length. It seems that in 1883 an edict was adopted 
leaving the decisions as to the quest ion of physical qualifications entirely to 
the lodges, and apparently the lodges adopted substantially the rule that if 
the candidate can conform to the ritual he is eligible. Grand Master HALL 
objects to this, and earnestly advocates a repeal of the ed ict and the ad he
sion of the Grand Lodge to the Perfection Doctrine. 

We have considered the points which he makes, in our discussion of this 
question unrler Pennsylvania and South Carolina. 

Objections having been made to the installation of a Master elect, the in
stalling officer appointed a committee to examine the complaint. The re
port was well grounded, and thereupon the installation was deferred for an 
indefinite time, and the lodge proceeded to give the party a trial, which the 
Grand Master held was not in accordance with the code, and that, in his 
opinion, the case should be sent back for a new trial. 

He writes strongly and very earnestly against what he calls the unwar
ranted rule of rotation in office. 

He calls attention to the fact that in that jurisdiction the ballot for ad
vancement is by law based entirely ttpon the question of proficiency, but 
cases had often happened in which the candidate was rejected for other 
reasons, and he recommends that the rule requiring the ballot for advance· 
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ment be repealed, and that if there are objections other than those based on 
proficiency, they should be formulated in a charge and tried by the lodge. 

He discus8es other subjects at considerable length, but we have not time 
or spaee to consider them. 

The reports of the Grand Secretary and District Deputies show that 
matters are moving on smoothly, and as a whole that a general degree of 
prosperity prevails throughout the jurisdiction. 

The brethren of that jurisdiction raised, and the Grand Treasurer trans
mitted, $500 to aid in the Washington Centennial Exercises. 

A Lodge of Sorrow was held, in which tributes were paid to the memory 
of Past Grand Master EvANS. 

We find that the Grand Lodge disapproved of his decision in relation to 
the tenure of office of the officers named in the charter of a lodge, and held 
in accordance with what we have stated is the practice in this jurisdiction. 

The Committee on Doings of Grand Officers made the following stateme~t 
in regard to the reports of District Deputy Grand Masters: 

"It is with pleasure that your committee reports that for the first time 
in the history of this Grand Lodge every D. D. Grand Master in this 
masonic jurisdiction have handed in their reports, which were before your 
committee, and we find from them that tbe craft is in a fine condition and 
compliment them for their zeal in the cause of Masonry in their respective 
districts. Although some of the reports evince an interest, yet some of them 
have uot visited the lodges as our regulations require. District Deputy 
Grand Masters are supposed to be the eyes and ears of the M. W. Grand 
Master, and unless they send their reports to him by the time prescribed by 
law, in order for him to render his report to this Grand Body of the condi. 
tion of the craft, we can have no knowledge of its condition throughout this 
Grand Jurisdiction." 

The time was when this would have been good reading for our own 
deputies, but those officers are now understanding more perfectly their re
sponsible duties, and the importance of their making prompt reports. 

The Grand Master having decided that he could not give a dispensation 
to shorten the time between the degrees, the Committee on Jurisprudence 
reported as follows and their report was adopted: 

"By his decision that the Grand Master has not the authority to grant a 
dispensation to permit lodges to ballot on candidates at special communica
tions, either for initiation or advancement, is a violation of the fumlamental 
principles from which the Grand Master derives certain prerogatives to act 
for and in behalf of the Grand Lodge, when not in session to meet unfor
seen emergencies. A Grand Master's prerogative can not be taken from 
him by any act of the Grand Lodge, but he is amenable to it for any abuse 
of his power. Just such emergencies as are stated in this decision frequently 
arise, and the prerogative has been exercised by the Grand Masters of this 
jurisdiction and approved by this Grand Lodge ever since its e;;ristence. We 
therefore dissent from this decis ion, because it is not nor never has been the 
law in this Grand Jurisdiction." 

The Grand Lodge had a struggle over what is called the Past Master's 
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degree, largely, we judge, on account of the name. The matter lies over 
until the next annual communication, for further action. 

We find later on in the Proceedings the portrait, with a brief sketch of 
each of the brothers, JoHN M. McCoNIHAY, Grand Lecturer, and GF;ORGE 
W. ATKINSON, Past Grand Master and Grand Secretary. 

The Report on Correspondence (pages 280) was presented by the Gmnd 
Secretary. It is a carefully written report, but it is greatly injured by print
ing extracts and original matter precisely alike. Quotation marks are used, 
it is true, but at the same time it is difficult to follow them. In olden times 
these marks were used at the beginning of every line, but printers are using 
them more and more sparingly, until as a rule they are used only at the 
commencement of the quotation and at its end, no matter how long it may be. 
This report is an improvement over that, because each paragraph quoted 
commences with quotation marks. 

In his review of Delaware, he thus speaks of the Grar.d Dieta of Mexico : 
"I felt a good deal like my Brother Jackson for quite awhile; but of late 

I have changed my views somewhat on this subject. I am clearly of the 
belief that llrother Myers is correct in his expressed opinion. The drift 
certainly is strongly in the direction of general recol!nition. It cannot be 
dt>nied that the Dieta has made two important steps in the way of general 
reform. That is to say, it has recalled its charters issued to female lodges, 
and has restored the Bible to its lodge altars. Or at least it has publicly re
solved so to do. If these two pledges are faithfully carried out, the two 
main objections to its recognition by American Grand Lodges will have 
been removed. One other subject, however, must ever remain, viz: its 
composite origin. But there are too many precedents in this country of 
recognition by Free and Accepted Masonry of Grand Orient bodies, to keep 
the Gran Dieta down on that account alone. I must, therefore, say to my 
learned Brother Jackson that in my judgment Brother Myers was clearly 
right in the position he took upon this important subject. 

"So far as I am personally concerned, I am simply waiting to see how 
faithfully the Dieta fulfills its promises, before I arrive at a conclusion in re
gard to the matter." 

We are very nearly in the same situation. 

He gives a condensed abstract of the Proceedings of our Grand Lodge. 
In one respect we think that he misunderstands the situation. He says 
that the Grand Lodge library is making headway, but very ~lowly. When 
our brother understands that in Maine we limit our library to the Proceed
ings and Constitutions of masonic bodies, and text books, and that we ha,•e 
the most complete collection of such Proceeding~ in the country, with only 
two or three exceptions, and seek to add only books of this character that 
are published annually, he will agree that we are making headway as fast 
as can be expected. We do lack the original Proceed ings of some of the 

Grand Booies in their early history, but so many of these have been supplied 
with re.prints that our collection is already very complete. 

Referring to the resolution thanking Grand Master LoCin : for the manner 
in which he performed his duties, he says: 
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"No one should be complimented for doing right and for doing his duty. 
The law of God requires every man to rlo right, and no one is entitled to 
the thanks of anybody for doing what every well meaning person expected 
him to do. I have always held, and always shall, that no man should be 
complimented for doing his duty, for the reason that good morals require 
right at his hands. The laws of God and man require every person 
to do his best for the betterment of the condition of his fellows. If he falls 
short of these requirements, he certainly falls short of duty. lf he fails to 
do his duty, he should be censured. If, on the other hand he does his full 
duty, he is entitled to no praise. Bro. Locke d_id his full duty, and I as a 
mason compliment him for so acting. .Nevertheless he did no more than 
was expected at his hands." 

This is rather a new view of the matter, but of course it is practically cor

rect, and perhaps the resolution should have been a recognition by the 

Grand Lodge that our Grand Master had faithfully performed his duties; 

really that is what was meant by the resolution which was adopted. We 

do not like to see the same old stereotyped resolution, passed year after 

year, anrl so the language of them is changed, but after all they mean the 

same. 
He agrees with us in our suggestion that it is unwise and improper to re

quire all amendments to the general laws to be submitted to the lodge be

fore ratification, and also agrees in our suggestion that the offices of District 

Deputy and D istrict Lecturer might well be nwrged in one, and he thinks 

the plan worth trying. 

He refers to the cipher mat•,er and thinks that the cipher business is on 
the wane; we hope so, but we have our fears that as long as so much stress 

is laid upon doing the work correctly, and the brethren generally get the idea 

that the perfect mason is the one who can do the work well, there will be a 

demand for these aids. 

We reciprocate his feelings of pleasure at our meeting at the Washington 

Centennial. We had hoped to see more of him, but the day, including the 

night, was onl.v twenty-four hours long in spite of the universal willingness 

that it might have been longer. 

WISCONSIN, 1899. 

The Grand Master, JAMES G. MoNAHAN, in his able annual address, re

ports that peace and prosperity had prevailed during the year, and that 

there had been a growth showing an increase of 194, in spite of the exclusion 

of 2"4 for non-payment of dues. 

He annoutJCed the death of Past Grand Master DAviD G. FuLTON; and 

also of Bro. WILLIAM T. PA L~rER, for quite a number of years Grand Sec

retary, and an active mason till advancing years and increasing infirmities 

prevented; by the veterans in the service who knew him he was loved and 
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respected. We had the pleasure of his personal acquaintance, in former 
times, and he impressed us as the Grand Master says he impressed the 
brethren at home. 

While opposed to the custom of granting dispensations to confer degrees, 
within the constitutional time, he had granted two, in the case of young 
soldiers, sons of masons, who had just reached twenty-one years of age, 
and were about to leave horne; he believed that they should "carry into 
battle the shield of Masonry, if they desired it." He had refused to permit 
several officers to be balloted for in less than the usual time, because they 
were of mature age, comfortably fixed financially, and had for years resided 
in a city where there was a strong and active lodge. 

We should think that these two illustrations of the use of the custom, to 
which he is opposed, would satisfy him that the custom is a good one if only 
exercised in proper cases, and we think that he would agree that the Grand 
Master ought to be presumed to be a judge as to whether a given case is a 
proper one or not. At any rate his action shows that he was. 

He had had quite a number of applications for dispensations to change the 
jurisdiction in particular cases over candidates, but while the specific power 
is granted in the Constitution to dispense with the provisions of certain sec
tions, a srecial exception is made " as to the jurisdiction of the lodge." 
He recommends that this exception be stricken out, and he gives the follow
ing reasons: 

" First. It is a violation of the landmark, which gives the Grand Master 
the right to make a mason at sight. 

"Secondly. It is indirectly a reflection upon the discretion and judg
ment of the Grand Master. He having power, under the Constitution, to 
dispense with any and all the other provisions of Sect.ions 4 and 5, Article 
10, why should his rights be abridged in this ? 

"Third. It works great hardship and in justice to many good men, 
notably ministers of the Gospel, railroad employees and commercial sales
men-men who come with the best of recommendations from communities 
in which they have lived, but whose vocation often compels them to move 
into another jurisdiction ·before they obtain the petitiouers' rights in this." 

He had revoked the order of non-intercourse with Peru, saying that very 
few lodges had obeyed the order of Grand Master DAM, although they ran 
the risk of having their charters revoked .. 

He declined to give a dispensation for an army lodge, and gives abun
dantly good reasons therefor. 

Of the Eastern Star, be says, in part: 
"During the past year I have made special inqumes from the brethren 

as to what effect the organization of chapters of the Eastern Star had in 
their respective lodges, knowing that some of our brethren viewed the 
growth of that order with alarm, fearing it would bring discord and jeal· 
ousy into the lodges. Generally speaking, I can assure you that these fears 
have proven groundless, and, with a minimum of exceptions, the reports 
are all to the effect that not only is the Star prosperous, but that its organi-
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zation has in every way been beneficial to Masonry. And why should it 
not? Who are eligible to membership in this order? Your brother masons; 
your mothers, who gave you birth; your sisters, companions of sweet child
hood days; she who left father and mother, and knelt with you at matri
mony's holy altar; and the daughters, who brought joy to your hearts and 
sunshine iuto your homes." 

He decided that when the Grand Lodge of a sister jurisdiction arrests the 

charter of a lodge and suspends some of its members, the masons so sus
pended cannot be recognized in Wisconsin while-under such sentence. 

He made the following decision; the committee reported against it, and 

the Grand Lod5e adopted the report: 

"A sentence of suspension or expulsion from a lodge suspends or expels 
from all mason ic bodies; and he members of a lodge, chapter, command
i' ry or Consistory, who, knowingly, permit a mason, while un1ier such sen
teJJCe, to sit in their meetings, or converse upon the subject of Masonry with 
him, are guilty of uumasonic conduct, and can be disciplined by their re
spective lodges." 

We presume that the decision was based upon the fact that the Grand 
Lodge recognizes the bodies named, as masonic bodies. To be such, their 

members must be masons in good standing, and therefore it necessarily fol

lows that expulsion and suspension by the lodge deprives any party of the 

masonic character, which enables him to be a member of a body recognized 

as masonic. 
Referring to some incidents in the history of the Grand Lodge of Wiscon

sin, he discusses forcibly the objects and aims of Masonry. 

A brother from New H.ichmond, which had been destroyed by a tornado, 

had come to attend the Grand Lodge, but hearing the sad news had returned 
home before the Grand Lodge was opened. Thereupon the Grand Lodge 

voted to mark him as present all(l. excuse him from attendance during the 

session. 
Of a matter which has occasioned a great deal of thoughtful considera

tion, Grand Secretary LAFLIN says: 

"There does not seem to be occasion to go to the cost of erecting-and the 
greater expense of maintaining-a masonic home in this jurisdiction for the 
few who would be found to avail themselves of its priviliges. There should, 
however, be some provision for a fund to be used in emergent cases where 
no lodge seems to be directly responsible. I submit this subject for the 
consideration of some of our wise and philanthropic brethren, with the hope 
that some plan may be devised to keep up the good name of Wisconsin in 
the matter of dispensing masonic charity." 

In too many jurisdictions this question is considered as one of sentiment 

and masonic charity, without regard to the considerations of a business char
acter, which necessarily enters into the propriety of such an enterprise. 

Tbe Grand Lecturer, M. L. YouNGS, makes an interesting report. He 

calls attention to the additions to, and embellishment of the work. Consid-
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ering this an exceedingly important matter, we quote the follow in~ from his 
report: 

"One of the most serious conditions in connection with the work is that 
some officers and brethren, although zealous masons, interested in promot
ing the welfare of the Institution and the maintenance of the landmarks 
and regulations, yet forgetful of the edict of Graud Master Jenks, have, by 
unauthorized additions and the introduction of literary excerpts or other 
matter flJreign to the ritual and unknown to Ancient Craft Masonry, failed 
to maintain the requirements of the Grand Lodge, and thus-thoughtlessly, 
are doing much to destroy that standard of uniformity in the work which 
has so long been our boast. Some of these additions are selections from the 
versatile pen of Brother Rob. Morris; one in particular I recall as being a 
mixture of portions of two burial services to be found in the Trestle Board, 
a monitor published by Brother Chas. W. Moore of Boston-all beautiful in 
language and appropriate as embellishments for a masonic address or an 
obituary, but out of place in the conferring of a degree, as being entirely 
foreign to the ritual, and sometimes contrary to the spirit of its teachings 
and symbols. Comments have been freely made by brethren in all ponions of 
the State as to the impropriety of the use of these selections, being a viola
tion of the edicts and regulations of the Grand Lodge, which are supposed 
to be alike binding upon all. 

"Some, in witnessing these renditions by well-skilled workmen and artists 
-with costumes, musical interludes and scenic effects-become so filled 
with a spirit of emulation that, not being content with copying after others, 
they would fain excel them by such literary selections and musical additions 
as in their opinion would better serve as embellishments to the work, claim
ing the same rights for themselves as had been assumed by others. In thi~ 
way innovations are multiplied, the work corrupted and its uniformity de
stroyed. To such an alarming extent has the standard work of some juris
dictions been thus deviated from that stringent prohibitory regulations have 
been adopted." 

We trust that our brethren will read it carefully and consider it in a true 

masonic spirit. 

During the session a resolution was adopted for the appointment of a 

r.ommittee to make inquiry and report as speedily as possible what relief 

might be needed in consequence of the catastrophe at New Richmond. 

Later in the session it was announced that Past J. G. Warden J. B. HI C KS 

had lost his life in the tornado, and a tribute was paid to his memory. 

Referring to the recommendation of the Grand Master to strike out the ex

ception to the provision of the Constitution which we have mentioned, the 

committee say: 

"As to the recommendation of the M. W. Grand Master in his address, 
that Sec. 6 of Art. 3 be amended by striking out tbe words' except as to the 
jnrisdiction of"a lodge,' a majority of the committee concur in that recom
lnendation; but the committee is unanimous in the opinion that the section 
as it now stands does not contravene any ancient landmark.'' 

Their recommenclation was adopted. 

A resolution was adopted, severing intercourse with the Grand Lodge of 

· Washington until it should rescind its action complained of, but the Grauel 

Secretary adds a note that he had received official information that when 
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this resolution was adopted the Grand Lodge of Washington had already 
receded from its position, so that masonic intercourse with that Grand Lodge 

woulrt remai n uninterrupted. 

A Past Grand Master's jewel was presented to Past Grand Master NATHAN 
C. GniFI'IN in a very happy speech, according to the statement of the Grand 

Secretary, to which an appropriate speech was made. 

Thereupon a jewel was presented to Bro. DAVID H . WRIGHT, who had 

been in attendance on the Grand Lodge for nearly fifty years, and had been 

for twenty years a trustee, "equal in value and as beautiful in design as 

those which a re given to the Past Grand Masters." This jewel was ordered 

by the Grand Lodge a year ago, and we think that we noticed the action 
then, but it noes no harm to repeat that we have known this brJther by his 

services to the Grand Lodge, a great many years, and if ever a brother was 

deserving of such recognition this is emphatically such a case. 

The committee on the New Richmond disaster, reported that they bad as 
yet obtained but a meagre account of the facts, but that about all bad been 

done that could be done to supply the necessities of the people in that ill

fated town. This had been done to such an extent that any aid of a tempo·· 
rary cbamcter by the Grand Lodge was almost unnecessary, but they rec

ommended that the sum of five huudred dollars be appropriated and placed 

in charge of Bro. W . B. ANDREws, who would undertake to distribute it 

personally where it was most needed, he to report in detail later to the 

Grand Secretary. The recommendation was adopted. 

The regular committee on expenditures recommended that a circular be 

issued to the Master of each lodge in the jurisdiction, explaining the situa

tion of the brethren at New Richmond, and suggesting tha t a fund be imme

diately raised ami forwarded to the Grand Secretary, for relief, expressing 
the sense of the committee that each brother should pay into the fund a sum 

not less than one dollar. The money collected was ordererl to be expended 

under the direction of the Grand Master and Trustees. 

The following recommendation was also adopted: 

"In the matter of foreign correspondence, it is recommended that the sum 
of $200 be appropriated to Brother Aldro Jenks, chairman of that com
mittee, as recommended by the Grand Master, not as adequate remunera· 
tion for the time and labor bestowed by the brother, but to cover all ex
penses incurred by him for the past two years." 

The consol idation of two lodges was authorized to be made in about the 

same manner as is provided in this state for that purpose. 

The Heport on Correspondence (1 36 pp.) was presented by Bro. ALDIW 

J EN li S . 

In his review of Maine he calls attention to the fact that we added a "c" 

to his name, which proves that accidents will sometimes happen, and if our 
making that mistake was not proof of it, we find another in the same para-
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graph in which be calls attention to the fact we have just statet!, for he says 

in that that he "dominates our address." We think we are about even, 

but we are "dominating" his report in the same manner as we did his ad

dress. 
We quote with emphatic approval the followin g in relation to the non

payment of dues, and we find that the law in Wisconsin is practically the 

same as in Maine: 
"Our opinion is that any lodge that would suspend an aged brother who 

for twenty years had been a consistent member of the lodge, and who though 
living twenty miles from it was always punctual in attendance upon its reg .. 
ular communications (as is stated in this case), for no other reason than that 
he was too poor to pay his dues and through illness could not attend its 
communications, does not deserve the name of masonic lodge. We do not 
believe, anyhow, in suspending a brother for non-payment of dues. In our 
judgment, the only penalty for the non-payment of dues should be exclu·· 
sion from the benefits of the lodge and not suspension from the rights and 
privileges of Masonry. In Wisconsin, remaining excluded for non-payment 
of dues for the period of two years (unless the same is due to pecuiary inabil
ity), is made a masonic offence. Such a provision would have saved our 
Alabama brethren from being placed in an unpleasant predicament." 

Referring to the California legislation in regard to non-affiliates, he 

sustains the view which we have heretofore presented, as follows: 

" It is difficult for us to fittingly characterize our views concerning this Cal
ifornia product ion without appearing discourteous to a Rister jurisdiction, 
which we hold in high esteem. As. we view it, no more unfair or unmasonic 
measure could be adopted regarding non-affiliates. Without the semblance of 
a trial, without any charge having been preferred against him, a brother is 
condemned unheard and made a masonic outlaw. His neglect to apply for 
affiliation may have been due to pinching poverty, which made him a fitting 
object of masonic charity rather than one who should be compelled to bear 
the general burcl.ens of sustaining a lodge. During the six months he may 
have been confined upon a bed of sickness, rendering it physically impossible 
for him to apply for affiliation, but at the Pnd of six months, without any 
procedure whatever, (according to this California doctrine), he loses all 
rights and privileges of Masonry, and his brethren, who should be snstain
ing him with their sympathy aud assistance, are absolved from their masonic 
vows, and are under no obligations whatever toward him. When he recov .. 
ers, he applies for affiliation in a masonic lodge and is rejected, and notwith
standing he has done all he can to comply with the rigid law of the jurisdic
tion in which he lives, he still remains a masonic outlaw, and not entitled 
to visit their lodges, receive masonic burial in case of death or hold masonic 
iuteriJourse with his brethren." 

There is one thing about this law; we presume no one would undertake 

to claim that the disability ·holds good any longer than the brother is in 

California. 
Referring to the so called Past Master's degree, he quotes the followin g 

from the address of Grand Master ANTI-ION, cf New York in 1871, as the 

true rule, which it will be seen is in accordance with the views that we 

have been advocating, and if our brethren could only settle down to this we 

would have no more trouble in rela tion to this subject: 
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" What is commonly termed the Past Master's degree as preliminary to 
the installation of the Master of a lodge, is not in any sense a degree, nor is 
the degree known under that name in Capitular Masonry, acknowledged in 
lodges of the rite of which this is the Grand Lodge. Therefore, in the in
stallation of Masters in our lodges no brother can take any special part by 
reason nf any dPgree conferred in a chapter. The ceremony intended by 
the term, Past Master's degree, is simply the private imposition, in a certain 
tmditional form, of an obligation suitable to the mastership by a Past 
:\laster, by actual election in a lodge, but in no case either by or in presence 
of brothers only Past Masters by virtue of a chapter degree." 

In his Review of Maine (1898) he quotes the decisions of Grand Master 
LocKE, apparently with approval. 

In reference to the Wisconsin proposition, he says: 
"As an indication of the manner in which Grand Lodges that reject the 

Wisconsin proposition in theory approve of it in practice, we call attention 
to the following from the Grand Master's address: 

"'It is the duty of the lodge to gather a charity fund, the income of 
which should be applied to help the unfortunate, but this will not relieve 
the members of a lodge from their individual duty. It is the duty of each 
l,)dge and its members to take care of and help its own, and the poor widows 
and helpless orphans of its deceased members so far as it and they can. No 
Lodge should come to the Grand Lodge for assistance unless it bas done 
something according to its means and that of its members.' 

"The implication from this is that there is some obligation resting upon 
a lodge different from that which rests upon an individual mason to care for 
its members in distress, and that in case of its inability so to do, the Grand 
Loclge from which it holds its charter. should come to its assistance. This 
is all that this Grand Lodge has ever contended for." 

Our Grand Lodge has a charity fund for the purpose of relieving destitute 
masons throughout the State. In the distribution of it the ability of the 
lodge is considered, and the Grand Lodge does not pretend even then to do 
all that the wants of a brother may require, but expends the income of its 
charity fund in relieving brethren, and goes no further, for that is the 
extent of its ability. The important distinction between the Wisconsin 
doctrine and the paragraph quoted by our brother, is that the former holds 
that a brother in distrfJss is entitled to have his full wants supplied, even to the 

extent of his full support. The latter is, that lodges and individuals are 
bound to assist worthy distressed brethren, but not beyond their ability to do 

so. The distinction is all the difference between the relief given by modern 
societies, which is paid for, and the charity called for by our masonic duty, 
to wit: to aid a distressed worthy brother so far as we can do it without 
injury to o~; rselves . 

He endorses the views expressed in our review in 1.)98, in relation to tem
perance legislation, very strongly. 

He devotes over four pages to the discussion of physical qualifications, and 
he thinks he finds an inconsistency in our statement. Various brethren 
have quoted as a landmark, "every candidate must be a perfect youth, having 
no maim or defect in his body," stopping there; what we said was, and what 

.APP. 18 G. L. 
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we now say is, that there is no such landmark as this which we have just 
quoted. The landmark that does exist i:s that a candidate " must be a per

fect youth, having no maim or defect in his body that may render hi til iBC<t

pable of learning tbe art of serving his Master's Lord, a11d of being made a 

Brother," &c. 

The difference between what these brethren have claimed to be the land

mark, and the landmark, is precisely the difference between the doctrine of 

the perfectionists and the doctrine of those who, we say, maintain the cor
rect doctrine. 

We refer him for a reply to a large part of his argument to what we have 

already written under Pennsylvania and South Carolina. We want to call 

his attention to the fact that none of the old landmarks which he quotes say 

anything about ''perfection." None of them require, as the Pe11nsylvania 

law is now said to be, that the candidate "must be perfect physically." 

He says that be has been unable to find any qualifying clause, except in 

the edition of Anderson's Constitution, published in 1723, when fe-r the first 

time the word "perfect," so far as our investigation shows, was first iBtro

duced into the landmarks. As already stateu, we holrl that this statement 

of the landmark, adopted in 1723 by the Grand Lodge of Engla11d, is 

the form of it which is binding upon us all. We understand that he is in 

error when he states that the second edition of Anrlerson's Constitution in 
1738 was adopted by the Grand Louge. We underst;Lncl. the fact to be just 

the reverse, that the Grand Lodge refused to sanction that ecl.ition and that 

it never was the authoritative law of that Grand Lodge, and moreover, as we 

have already stated, the clause in the Constitutions of 1723 is in substance 

the clause in the present Constitutions of the Grand .Lodge of England. 

Bro. JENKS says: 

"We think we have answered all of Brother Drummond's objections 
except the one in which he asserts that the landmark, which he says has 110 
existence, had a qualifying clause, making ability to co11form to the ritual 
the test." 

"We have been unable to find any such qualifying clause in any of the 
ancient charges (and we have examined many of them) or in any hook of 
the Constitutions prior to the 19th century, except ill the first edition of 
Anderson's Constitutions, published in 172:!. This certainly did contai11 
such a clause, but that the GratH! Lodge of Englancl. was dissatisfied with it 
and felt that it was an innovation is evident by the fact that in the seco11d 
edition of Anderson's Constitutions adopted in 1738 the qualifying clause 
was dropped, and the language which we have before quoted used i11stead . " 

Correcting his error, this precisely sustains our position. As the GranO. 

Lodge of England refused. its sanction to the 1738 Constitutio11s and con
tinued to work under those of 1723, it follows that the qualifying clause wHs 

purposely retained, and that conclusion is strengthened by the fact th~t 

that Grand Lodge still retains the same clause in substance. 
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Our view is this, that when Anderson came to formulate the rule from 

the many various statemen s of it in the old manuscripts, he put it in a gen
eral form which should cover all cases (without going into details) and be 

in accord with the reason of the rule: in other words, to codify the law upon 

the subject. This is what he undertook to do: this is what he reported 
tbat he had clone: and this is what the Grand Lodge approved. Thus it 

became the law, and rendered obsolete all other statements of it. 
We believe with Bro. J Jo.NKS, that the test nncler the 1723 Charge, is abil

ity to do all masonic work. 

There at·e_ other matters in his report which we would be glad to notice, 
but as we have already stated, the time at our command obliges us to be 

brief. 

We would like to review his very able discussion in relation to the Wash

ington matter, but must be contented with stating his conclusion that "the 

action of that Grand Lodge is inexpl icable. " 

WYOMING, 1899. 

We have a portrait of the retiring Grand ·Master, J. M. RuMSKY, and of 

Past-Grand Master F. E. AoooMs, under a vote of the Grand Lodge to pub

lish these portraits annually. 

The Grand Lodge held a special communication to lay the corner stone of 
a new federal building at Cheyenne. 

Grand Master RuMSEY, in his annual address, makes an eloquent allusion 

to the war, say ing that in spite of that the year had been one of "astonish
ing and gratify ing commercial anrl industrial prosperity," and his observa

tion leads to the conclusion that their masonic prosperity had been equally 

marker!. 
He had refused some requests for dispensations and had granted others, 

thus, in our view, doing what the old la w expects would be done. 

He announcer! that he had wr itten a letter to other Grand Masters in re

lation to the establishment of a General Grand Lodge. Several Grand 

Masters referred to this letter in their addresses and discussed the question 

somewhat, but we have purposely refra ined from doing so until we came to 

the review of this address. 
Of course, the result has been almost a universal objection to the plan pro

posed. The fact. is, that the masons of the past century have gone so far in 

thPi r application of the rules of the civil law to masonic law, that the propo

sition strikes them as a bad one. But we notice that the refusal to favor 

the plan was not based upon the idea that it would be bad for the craft, but 

that a particula r Grand Lodge in question was not willing to surrender its 

sovereignty. Of course, t!Je proposition is in keeping with the idea of the 
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universality of Masonry, and the further idea that the affairs of an institu

tion ought to be administered by all those interested. What solely con

cerns a lodge should be left to the entire control of that lodge; what con

cerns a Grand Lodge alone should be settled by that Grand Lodge; but what 

concerns the whole fraternity, should be settled by the whole fraternity. Just 
as a Grand Lodge does not allow a lodge to violate the superior law, Bro. 

RuMSEY's idea is that a Grand Lodge ought not to be permitted to violate 

the superior laws binding on all Grand Lodges. Theoretically this is un

doubtedly the correct view, but the Gra.ml Lodges are so adverse to to being 

controlled by any power, even when they are wrong, that prart ically our 

brother's proposition cannot be expected to receive favorable consideration. 

The only way in which a Grand Lodge can be led to abandon an unmasonic 

course, is by edicts of non-intercourse by the other Grand Lodges. 

The Washington case illustrates this in all its phases. The question is 

asked, Shall a Grand Lodge be compelled to take any course wbich it is not 

willing to take of its own free will? The answer is, that when that course 

is in violation of the landmarks of Freemasonry or the rights of other Grand 

Lodges, it ought to be so compelled, and the history of the Washington matter 

illustrates this also. 
Bro. RuMSEY refers to the Washington matter, and, having examined it, 

be referred the papers to the Grand Secretary, Bro. Kul·n ; NoAr.r., who pre

pared a very able report, which was submitted in print, and is printed with 

the Proceedings as part of the Report on Correspondence. 

The Grand Master recommended the restoration of the system of Grand 

Representatives, but the Grand Lodge did not adopt thA recommendation. 

We were hoping that it would, if for no other reason than because almost 

every Grand Lodge has that system; several of those which did aboli"sh it, 

having re-established it. 

The proceedings of the Grand Lodge are almost all of an entirely routine 
character, the Committee on Grievances having had nothing to do. 

The Washington matter was referred to a special committee, which made 

a report touching the action of the Grand Lodge of Washingt.on in 1899, 

in which they state that that action is uncertain and rather unsatisfactory, 

and they say: 

"Your committee regrets that the Grand Lodge of · Washington did not 
see its way clear to simply and directly reconsider everything connected 
with its action of 1898, and remove all grounds of complaint and thus restore 
peace and harmony that should exist between regular umsons everywhere 
instead of providing · ways and means to evade and set aside such re-cousid
eration which the recent report taken as a whole clearly establishes, as evi
denced by the quotations cited hereii! and other language contained in said 
report. 

"In view of the unsatisfactory contents of said report your committre 
feels constrained to offer the following resolution: 

"Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of Washington be and is hereby fra· 
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ternally requested to declare explicitly whether any man or body of men, 
whether white or black, claiming to be masons, held and declared to be 
clandestine ever.vwhere in this country or by any Grand Lodge, are or will 
be permitted to vistt or affiliate with any of its constituent lodges, or be 
recognized by the membership thereof as regular masons." 

The report and resolution were adopted by a unanimous vote. 

The Iteport on Correspondence was presented by Bro. WILLIAM L. Knv

to:NnAu", Grand Secretary. It was prepared under a burden of a very great 
affliction-the loss of his wife, who had been his companion in life for over 

forty years. Of it, he says: 
"All my troubles since I become your reporter, when the time came for 

preparing my report were as naught compared to my present trouble and 
sorrow under which I undertook the preparation of this report. I have 
at all times endeovored not to intrude my troubles and sorrows upon my 
fellow men, knowing full well that all have troubles of greater or less degree 
of their own, and I trust that members of Gmnd Lodge and all others who 
may read what I write in this report under sore affliction and distress, will 
excuse me for this sorrowful preface to my labors as a reviewer. I could 
not help it. May each and every one of you be long spared the pain and 
sorrow of a like separation is the wish of one who if in the flesh can and 
will sincerely and fraternally sympathize with you in your day of distress 
and bereavement." · 

We know by experience that he will receive the fraternal sympathy of 

every brother throughout the masonic world. 

After giving his special report on the Washington matter, he reviews very 

briefly the several Granct Lodges, among which we are sorry to see that 

Maine is not included. 

'In his review of Montana., he says: 
"In all kindness to our brethren of that committee, and fraternal respect 

for the Grand Lodge that adopted it, we would like to ask when a right 
exists that cannot be enforced, and we frankly say if we were a member of 
a committee and a man demanded it as a right that he should see the charter 
before submitting to examination, we would interpose our objection · to 
visitation, <tt the same time holding that a request to see it shotild be cour
teously acceded to if it does not interfere with the work of the lodge. The com
mittee surely overlooked the fact that the average member would not know 
a legitimate from an illegitimate charter if he saw it, and if he visited a 
clandestine lodge and was hauled up for it, he could plead that he demanded 
as a right to see the charter, saw it, was satisfied and visited. Such lodges 
would readily accede to the demand as a right. We very much fear that 
the committee considered that every mason was as well posted regarding 
legitimate and clandestine lodges as the mem hers thereof were or supposed 
to be. In our day masons, especially those who are posted, do not rely 
upon a sight of the charter as evidence of regularity, but determine the 
matter of regularity by and through other well known means before present
ing themselves for examination or avouchment. It is time such nonsense 
termed a right, was relegated to the ash-barrel of oblivion, because it cannot 
be enforced againtit object ion or the dictum of the Master." 

He is entirely correct, simply on the grouncts that a brother has not a 

right to "demand" to visit a lodge of which he is not a member. By the 

old law, it was made the duty of the visitor to request to see the charter if 
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he had any doubt as to the regularity of the lodge. The fact that a good 
many would be unable to determine from the inspection of a charter 

whether it was valid or not, does not touch the law at all. A proper war

rant is necessary for the very existence of a lodge, and whether they have 

any warrant can be told by an inspection of it, and all this talk that in 

some cases persons would be · unable to determine, is the merest nonsense. 

If upon such sight of the charter, the visitor was unable to determine 
whether it was a valid one or not, he ought to retire and not undertake to 
visit the lodge. The idea of the law was merely that, as a charter is neces

sary for the exi~tence of a lodge, it was the duty of the visitor to ascertai n 
whether it . has a charter, anri the question whether it was a legitimate 

charter or not is one that has grown up in more r ecent times. 

In his review of Wisconsin, he says: 

"On the subject of Physical Qualifications, in answer to onr remark that 
he might' be able to dig up another landm;trk of operative origin and suit
able to that organization, but not binriing upon our speculative institution,' 
he says: ' We will refer him to what we have to say on this point in review
ing the Proceedings of M>tine, and so dismiss the subject.' Well, we exam
ined his reply to Brother Drummond and find he obeyed our injunction to 
dig, and as we expected, he really did d(g up one, yea, several, what he terms 
landmarks, all, however, having reference solely to operative masons as we 
predicted. Without threshing over old straw we would be pleased to have our 
worthy brother answer as to whether or not he believes in what a re known 
a.~ Anderson's Constitutions, in which are included the old charges and old 
regulations. If so, whether he considers said charges to be landmarks, and 
if they are considered such by him, then we would like to know if t hey did 
not hecome the settled and unalte rab le law upon any point contained there
in so far as speculative Masonry is concemed to the exclusion of every thing 
else having any reference to the subject ma tter. Th ere certai nly cannot be 
more than one real landmark upon the same point. More than one would 
create confusion and uncertain•.y, and so thought Dr. Anderson when form
ulating the charges as he says from old records and documents. We have 
no idea our brother will answer the above questions specifically." 

He will have already seen that we hold that Dr. ANoERSON's formulation 
of the Charges approveri by t he Grand Lodge, and published in 1723, is the 

one that is binding upon us, and that the perfection doctrin e finds nothing 

to stand upon in connection with the landmark as thus formally approved . 

MASSACHUSETTS, 1899. 

We greatly regret that we a re compelled to make onr review of these Pro 

ceedings very brief. They contain so many addresses at Centennial Cele

brations, and on other masonic occasions, that we could devote much space 

to them with benefit to the craft. But they are to be found in several 

Libraries in Maine, including two or three public Libraries, and we urge 

brethren to examine tbem, and thereby get much more information and in

struction than any review can give. 
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When we come to the Proceedings in Jnne, 1899, we are almost tempted 
to disregard the limitrrtions of time and space, for they contain a most 

masterly exposition by Bro. SERENO D. NICKERSON, of the address of Bro. 

SASCH~; to the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, which we reviewed last year, 

and have referred to in our review of Pennsylvania this year. No other 

man living· is so conversant with this matter as Bro. NICKERSON, and we are 

glrrd for the truth of history, that he has put this address on record; and we 
cvmmend it to rrll who frrvor hrrving history speak the truth. 

The great event of the year was the completion and dedication of the new 

Masonic Temple. The craft are under a great debt of obligation to Grand 
Master· CHARL~;s C. II ul'C IIINSON for the almost wonderful service he has 

performed for the cmft. But he will accept in full payments the affection 

anrl honor which the brethren of that Commonwealth will bestow upon him 

rrs long as he lives. 

A tine portrait of him adorns the Proceedi,ngs. 

His add ress is pre-eminently a business document. The record of his 

official acts, and especial!~ of his visitation~, makes us wonder how he could 
do so much. The following is a summary of his service in this respect: 

"During the lrrst three years I have kept the F easts on nine anniversaries, 
performed the funeral services in memory of three Permanent Members of 
the Grand Lodge, laid the corner-stones of six bui ldings, dedicated four 
masc nic hrrlls, constituted one lodge, assisted at eleven centennial an niver
versaries, attended two District Exemplifications, and made eighty-three 
visits to lodges." 

The most important meeting of his Grand Lodge came on the even ing be

fore the Washington Centennial, so that he was unable to be present at the 

latter. In fact, he was delivering his annual address at the very moment 

the Grand Lodge of Virginia was rece iving the Represe ntatives of the other 

Grand Lodges. He appointed Bro. CHARLES H. ALLEN, Assistant Secretary 
of the Navy, as his represen tative. In this connection, Grand Mast er 

I-JUl'CliiNSON sairl: 

"It seemed eminently fitting that we should mark our interest in the 
memorial serv iceR, which are attracting the attention of the whole country, 
by the contribution of some souvenir connected with the life and ser vices 
of the immortal Washington within our own commonwealth. By the activ
ity and zeal of R. W. Alber t A. Folsom, we obtainerl a block of wood from 
the Washington Elm, so-called, under which Washington took command 
of the Continental forces on the third o f July, 1775, iu Cambridge. This 
block W. Bro. William F. Chester skilfully fashionerl into the head of a 
gavel. The handle he formed from wood taken from the Old South Church, 
in Bostou, and carefully preserved by him in his choicest stock. B0th ma
terials have become exceedingly scarce and precious, and together we trust 
they may form a welcome souvenir to be deposited in thE' archives of our 
sister Grand Lodge. A silver band around tile centre of the gavel bears this 
inscription : Preseuted to the Grand Lodge of Virginia by the Grand Lodge 
of Massachusetts, Dec. 14, 1899. Head from the Washington Elm, Cam
bridge, Mass.; Handle, from Old South Church, Boston." 
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The gavel created quite a sensation, and we are sure that the Grand Lodge 
of Virginia will treasure it as a sacred relic. 

He submitted the report of the Board of Directors, giving a full description 

of the Temple. In closing his address he says: 

"Our institution was established here in a time of small things, meas
ured by modern standards, and our fathers had small resources at their 
command; but their works and words still live as an inspiration to us of to
day, a power to call us to a truer life and give a larger scope to our energies. 
If we in our day exhibit as much of wisdom, of patient striving, of devo
tion to the principles of our institution as did our fatilers, we shall have no 
reason to be ashamed of the record we shall leave. They had difficulties 
to overcome, adverse criticism even to persecution to encounter, but they 
had the spirit and qualities to meet and overcome them. Let it be our care 
that these qualities do not die out in their successors. The present has its 
claims upon us as had the pn.st upon our predecessors. If the past be glo ri
ous and the present happy, how much more glor ious and brighter may be 
the future if we wisely improve present opportunities. The golden age of 
our fraternity will not lie behind us if we remember that we are the inher i· 
tors of everything that has made our Order in the past worthy of the dis
tinction it has enjoyed, and keep before our minds a high ideal of what our 
fraternity ought to be and a sense of the devoted •service it demands from 
us, in order that its character, influence and benefactions ma.y continue 
along the lines already laid down. Upon its past activities no human insti
tution can long exist. While we wear the badges of Masonry, let us not 
neglect to use its working tools." 

The Temple was dedicated December2i, 1899, with services and add resses 
of the most interesting character. 

The " Grand Feast" was celebrated as usual, and it was a " grand " feast 

indeed. Bnt the speeches must be read to be appreciated. Past G. Master 

LOCJi E was present and spoke for Maine. 

ENGLAND. 

We have the Proceedings of the Qua1·terly Com munications, Jnne, Sep

tember and December, 1899 and March, 1900. 

The business was almost wholly of a routine character. 

There has been a rule in the Book of Constitutions one hundred years or 
more, that the Masters and Wardens of every lodge in the London District, 

after installation, must sign their names in a book at the office of the Grand 

Secretary. Apparently they were not officially recognized until they ha<l 

done so. On account of the inconven ience caused by this rule, a motion 

was made to expunge it, which, after considerable discussion. prevailed. 

The case of the Cambrian Lodge in New South Wales was again before 

the Grand Lodge. When the Grand I,odge of Australia was formed there 

was a division in this lodge upon the question of joining the movement: the 

vote stood ten to ten, and the Maste r gave the casting vote in the affi rmative, 
and the warrant was banded in to the new Grand Lodge in 1888. But in 
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some manner the discontents got possession of the charter in 1893, and in 

1894 held a meeting, although there was no Master, Past Master or Warden 

present, and elected other members, among them some Past Masters, and 

from these filled the offices, and then went on with the regular work of a lodge. 

In 1893, the Grand Lodge, under the rule then existing, resolved that the 

minority ""as entitled to recognition as the Cambrian Lodge. The meeting 

above referred to took place afterward. The m11tter came before the Board 

of General Purposes, which adopted the following: 

"That this Board, while regretting the irregularities which have occurred 
in the Cambrian Lodge of Australia, No, 656, from June, 1894, and th e 
cause thereof, acknowledges the great emergency under which those irregu
larities were committed , and resolves to re0ognize the several electi ons and 
initia tions of members, elections and installations of Worshipful Masters, 
appointments of officers, and other acts necessarily supervening thereon, 
and confirms in their respective rank and past rank all such Masters and 
officers. All returns by the said lodge to be recognized in the usnal 
course." 

The matter came before the Grand Lodge on contirming the minutes. 

Lord CARRINGTON, Past Grand Master of New South Wales, desired to be 

heard, but it was ruled that the action of the Board was final, there having 

been no appeal. 

Nevertheless. the Deputy Grand Master presiding, as a matter of courtesy, 

allowed Earl CARUINGTON to speak. He was decidedly of the opinion that 

the maintenance of that lodge was of " the most absolute and vital impor

tance as concerning the welfare of the craft." He gave a brief history of 

the differences which had been settled after great effort. He regarded the 
recognition of the Cambrian Lodge "as the most unfortunate thing that 

could have happened." 

In conclusion, he said: 

"I do most deeply deplore and regret th e decision which has been come 
to. I do not say that you are not right, or that what you have done is not 
most legal. There is no accusation or charge against anybody. I have no 
doubt that everything has been done that ought to be done; bnt I do say 
this, that this lodge, after it got its warrant back, was guilty of grave irreg
ularities. Those grave irregularities have occurred, but the Board of Gen
eral Purposes has condoned them. They say that, owing to the difficulties 
that there were, they excuse these irregularities, and they have recognized 
this lodge and sent out certificates to the brethren , and have returned the 
lodge on the register as No. 656 among the lodges of England. The agenda 
paper says this is a way out of the difficulty, and a troublous matter has 
been swept away. I claim to know the feeling of i}ustralia, and I think 
that grave troublous times are yet to come in the future if I do not misun
derstand the feeling of the Colony, and I fear this may be the beginning of 
dark and troublous times which may destroy anct upset the entente cordiale 
whir,h bas hitherto existed and which I do not wish to see impaired. I can
not say anything more. It has been done; the Board of General Purposes 
has put this matter before us and says that a ll has been done that can be 
done, and it has to be ratified. I should have thought it was a matter 
which Grand Lodge and not the . Board was to decide. It remains for me 
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only to say tlmt I think I should have been guilty of gross cowardice towards 
the brethren in Australia if I had not risen to place my views before you in 
regard to what bas been done. I think it is a mistake, and that it is likely 
to !e:td to grave consequences, but I cannot but pray the Great Architect of 
the Universe tha t there may yet be found a modus vivend·i. This Cambrian 
Lodge I do not think numbers more than thirty or forty members, but J do 
hope that the friendship of the new Grand Lodge towards this country may 
not be impaired. Right Worshipful Deputy Grand Master, I have to thank 
you and the Grand Lodge for having allowed me-although out of order
to make this statement; but, representing as I do the Colony of New South 
Wales, I could not allow such a grievous mistake as this to be made without 
some notice on my part. I again thank yourself, Right Worshipful Deputy 
Grand Master, and the Grand Lodge for the patience with which you bave 
I istened_ to me. " 

But the Grand Lodge acquiesced in the proposition that the action of the 

Board was final. 

One brother cited the lodge in Nova Scotia as a parallel case: but it will 

be seen from our review of Nova Scotia that it is not, because that lot!ge 

limits its candidates to Englishmen temporarily res·iding in the Province, 

while Cambrian Lodge claims the same jurisdiction as the other lodges. 

C'uder the new rules, twenty lodges in New Zealand, which had dec id ed 

t" place themselves under the Grand Lodge of New Zealand, were erased 

fi'U III the rolls. 

At the Decemter communication, one thousand guineas were appropriated 

to the Transvaal War Fund, to be distributed under the direction of th e 

Roard of Benevolence. 

By a message from the Grand Master, at the March communication, the 

f·•ll owing resolution (with others to carry it into effect) W<tS presented: 

'·That a fund he raised from which the several District Grand Lodges 
unctm· the English Constitution in South Africa may be assisted to relieve 
the distresses of their loyal members occas ior. ed directly by the war in that 
quarter." 

A question was asked as to the meaning of the word "loyal," and the 

Grand Registrar said: 

"I may say that the word 'loyal' in the resolut ion undoubtedly refers to 
loj' a lty to the British Crown as well as loyalty to the craft. In no other sense 
coulct the word have been submitted to or approved of by our Grand Master. 
That is the sPnse in which it is proposed to deal with the matter when 
bron,!!'ht before the Boarct of General Purposes; and I lmve no donbt that 
the instructions sent out by the Board will include one, that the recipient 
in each case shall be a Free'u1ason, who, at the ontbreak of the war, was a 
subscribing member of some lodge in the relieving district, and who has 
remained loyal to the British Crown. (Cheers). , This, of course, is not to 
fetter the discretion of the relieving districts as to the wives or children of 
deceased brethren who would otherwise have been eligible. (Hear, hear. )" 

The following was another. of the resolutions: 

"That the sum of One Thousand Guineas be voted from the funds of 
Grand Lodge to the 'South African Masonic Relief Fund' in accordance 
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with the foregoing message of His Royal Highness, t he Most Worshipful 
Grand Master." 

The Gmnd Lodge then appropriated one thousand gu ineas for this fund. 

Complaint was made by the Grand Director of Ceremonies that members 
of the Grand Lodge came in wearing t he clothi ng of honorary rank in other 

Grand Lodges, claiming precedence accord ingly, an<i tha t he had given in

structions to prevent. the admission of English members not properly clothed. 
The Board of General Purposes sustainerl him. Wh en the matter came be

fore tile Grand Lodge, questions were raised which called out the following 

from the Grand Registrar: 
" I would ad vise Grand Lodge that t he letter of the Grand Director of 

Ceremonies is strictly in accordance with our Constitutions. A brother who 
bas got a rank conferrerl on him- ! do not care whether it is by work or 
whether It is honorary-in some other jurisdiction, coming here as a visitor, 
woulrl be received as a visitor if he were invited by Grand Lodge-and no 
one can enter this Grand Lodge without an invitation, unless he be a mem
ber of it-with the honours due to his rank as~~ visitor. llut if he was be
fore, or becomes afterwards, a member of the Granct Lodge of England, he 
is unde r the jurisd iction of the Grand Lodge of England while he is within 
that jurisdiction, and he is bound by the Constitutions of the jurisd iction he 
is und er. Our Constitutions decla re what the order of precetlence shall be, 
as given by the Grand Maste r, a nd ·that is his prerogative: and when breth
ren of our English Constitu tion obtai n honours in another jurisdiction, tht-y 
are entitled to those honours in the other jurisrliction; but if they come 
within the jurisd iction of the E nglish Grand Mas ter and work !Jere, they 
n1ust work accorrling to the Const itu tions of England, under which a brother 
can not be admitted to Grand or subordina te lodgt-s unless he has 011 the 
proper clothing of th is jurisdiction, aud that p roper clothing is prescr ibect 
by our Constitutions. I am sure the Grand Lodge does nut want me to 
dwell long on this subject as we have a great quantity of work to do. I 
want to put it as plainly and co11 cisely as possi ble. lf we were to ad mit 
that the brethren of another jurisd iction, who were uncler our jurisdiction 
also, could come into our Grand Lodge with the Grand Lodge cloth ing of 
that fore ign jurisdiction (that is the way to test it), we should be doing 
wrong. I myself am a Past Grand Warden of Kansas, but I would not 
come here in the clothing of that body, a lthough in Kansas I could wear 
that clothing, and if I came here simply as a visitor from Kansas I shoulti 
come as a Past Grand Warrlen of Kansas. It is qnite a different thing when 
onr own brethren come in with Past Grand Wardens' or Past Grand Chap
lains' or Past Grand Deacons' clothi ng obtained from a11other Grand llody, 
and take their place above a Past Grand Warden, Past Grand Chapla in or 
Past Grand Deacon to whom the Granri Master of Englanct, our Masonic 
Sovereign, has accorded precedence. Such a brother would be taking rank 
and precedence in this Grand Lodge of which he was a member , by reason 
of .honour con ferred by an outside power. It only requires to be put for
ward in pla in language to show the absurdity of the cla im. I think this 
letter has gone forth to the whole of our lodges. I feel satisfied , as the Con 
s titutional adv iser of Grand Lodge, that this letter is perfectly in order, and 
that a brother who comes from a fo reign juri sd iction- ! do not use it in an 
offensive sense-can only wear that clothing as a vis itor from that Grand 
Lodge, a11d not when he is a member of a lodge under the English Constitu
tion.'' 

If the clothing worn settles the question of precedence, the ruling is cor

rect: but we have always supposed that a brother may wear the decoratio11 
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of honorary rank as a courtesy to the Grand Lodge bestowing it, but that 

his precedence is settled by his rank in his own Grand Lodge. 

Very important and interesting action was taken in relation to Western 

Australia. There were 34 English lodges there: they had met and formed 

a Grand Lodge and askerl recognition, which was accorded after quite a de

bate. During the rliscussion it was stated that if recognition was accorded, 

no new lodges would be chartered, but such lodges as chose to adhere to the 

mother Grand Lodge would be sustained in so doing. 

There a re 28 Scottish lodges in the territory, and they were invited to 

join with the English lodges, bnt not having in their Constutions the pro
visions tha t have recently been adopted in England , on that account solely, 

they declined to join in the movement. It is expected, however, that a 

union will be formed at an early day. 

Bnt it seems that other parties claimed that they had formed a Grand 

Lodge, and they asked for recognition, which was denied. 
It was stated that all the Australian Grand LodgPs had refused to recog· 

nize it. 

As probably an application from some o ~ these Grand Lodges, for recog

nition, will be made, we refer thus briefly to the matter in order to put on 

record so much of the action of this Grand Lodge as will enable us to refer 
to it, when the time comes. 

IRELAND. 

We have the usual Circular from the Grand Lodge of Ireland for 1899 

and the on!' of 1900; they give lists of Grand Officers, Provincial Grand 
Lodges (fifteen in number) , Hepresentatives of Foreign Grand Lodges (in 

which Maine is not included), names of members struck from the roll (224 

in 1898, and 15:3 in 1899), names of brethren restored (5 in 1898, and 14 in 

1899), aud other particulars chi!'fly of a financial character. Nine charters 

were granted and one restored in 1898; eight were granted and two surren
dered in 1899. One brother was expelled and s ix suspended in 18!l9. 

The lodges number up to 1009, but there are many vacant numbers : new 

lodg!'s rece ive numbers of clemised lodges. Among the lodges a re two tnil
itary lodges; two in West Australia, nineteeu in Queensland and five in 

New Zealand, and in the two latter are Provincial Graud Lodges. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

We have in one pamphlet the Proceedings for the year ending ,June, 1899. 

Quite a number of sp!'cial communications were held, but most of the 
busiuess was of a routine character. 
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In our review of the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of England, we 
gave some account of its action in relation to the Cambrian Lodge in New 

South Wales. The following shows that our English Brethren were in error 

in their claim that their action would prodnce no dissension, in spite of 

the Wr1.1'11ing of Lord CARRINGTON: 

"The attention of the Board was directed to a statement appearing in the 
daily press to the effec t that the ceremony of Installation had been carried 
out by prominent member of this Grand Lodge, and the brother in question 
was asked to explain his action in the matter. A reply was receivr.d to the 
effect that he was not aware until after the ceremony was over, that the 
locil(e was not recognized by this Grand Lodge. The explanation was ac
cepted by the Board, and the following resolution was adopted, 

" ' It having been brought to the knowledge of the Board of General Pur
poses that brethren of this (;rand Lodge have attencied the meetings of a 
certain body styling itself a masonic lodge, but which is not legally consti
tuted, the Board hereby recommend that the following imperative notice be 
issued to the craft: 

" 'That, whereas upon the establishment of this Grand Lodl(e all pre
existing warrants were cancelled; and 

"'That this Grand Lodge claims sovereign jurisdiction in this terr;tory, 
and no other body has granted or has the right to grant, a warmnt for a 
masonic lodge in New South Wales; 

"'Therefore any body of persons in New South Wales, claiming to be a 
masonic lodge, and not holding a warrant from this Grand Lodge, or being 
upon its Registry, is an irregular body. 

" • Any brother visiting such a body, or any W. M. admitting a member 
of such a body to his lodge, shall-upon his conduct being reported to the 
Board-be called upon to show cause why he should not be punisheci for a 
breach of clause 13 of the Ancient Charges and Regulations, and clauses 
65 and 130 of the Book of Constitutions.' " 

Of course, the American Grand Lodges will recognize this action and 

govem themselves accordingly. 

The Inspector of Workings made quarterly reports, showing that he had 

yisited most of the lodges, and as a whole, he reports that the work was 

well done, although in many cases too little attention was paid to minor 

details. 
The whole proceedings show the prevalence of harmony, the administra

tion of masonic affairs with ability and skill, and the practical exemplifica

tion of masonic principles. 

The Chairman of the Committee on Correspondence, Bro. JOHN n. 
Tn in:TT, submitted a general report in addition to his review of the several 

Grand Lodges: in his general report he refers to the Washington matter; 

he expresses no opinion; but the deliverance of his Grand Lorlge in re the 

Cambrian Lodge settles the whole question. 

If one of the members of that lodge should visit an adjoining jurisdiction 

and apply to the Grand Lodge for permission to visit, and that body should 

accept the report of a committee holding that, in spite of the action of the 

Grand Lodge of New South Wales, Cambrian Lodge i:; a lawful lodge and 
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iLs members cntil.letl to vis it, and the Grand Lodge should further say by 

resolution to its subor,' inates, that it saw no reason why th ey should noL be 

adm itl.ed, the precise quesLion would be brought home to the Grand Lodge 
of New South Wales. 

We a re glad to find that Bro. TRIVETT was appointed DepuLy Grand 
Maste r, the Grand Master saying of him: 

"Few of us know how much time by day and night he has devoted to 
masonic work. Of his eminent literary services, especially on the Board of 
Foreign Correspondence, you have a ll had evidence; and the Revised Book 
of Constitution bears traces of his hand on almost every page, while the ex
tremely onerous task of compiling its Table of Contents has been the work 
of him alon11. I rejoice to find by your applause that you enctorse my 
choice. I thank yon most s incerely for the honou r you have conferred upon 
myse lf, and I rely upon you all to continue your co-operation so that we 
may have a happy and successful year." 

Tbe Granct Master deiivered an exceedi ngly in teresti ng adctress of a hiR

torical chatacter, made more interesting by the fact thus stated by him: 

"We stand to-night at the parting of the ways. The line of what may 
be styled Hereditary Grand Masters bas ended, and you have for the first 
time chosen as chief ruler one of yourselves; a partner in the struggle for 
inct ependence and umLy which ended by the formation of our Grand Lodge 
in 1888 ; one who had a la rge share of the work of framin g its articles of 
union, and who has ever ~ince been a loyal and fa ithful adherent to the 
Constitution thus framed." 

The preceding Granct Masters had been the Governors of the Colony. 

Thr. total membership is 7164 against 6847 the year previous. 

The Beport on Correspondence is a Yery carefully prepared abstract of 

the salient matters in the Proceedings reviewed. 

NEW ZEALAND. 

At the annual communication in 1899 a la rge a mount of routine business 
was harmoniously transacted. 

We note the following: 

" In reply to an application from the Grand Secretary of this Gnu\d 
Lodge, the Grand :Secretary of the Grand Lodge of England forwarcted a 
copy of a resol ution passed by his Gra nd Lodge, stating for its object 'the 
preservation of the right s and pr ivileges of minoriti es; ' ordering that lodge 
warrants are not to be cancelled unti l the expirat. ion of three months from 
the <late of receipt by the Grand Secretary. Your Board is of opinion, and 
l1 aR replied, that this resolution is opposed to the clause of the T erms of 
I: ecognition, which says that 'a majority of two-thirds of the brethren pres
~ nt shall be req uirect to enable the lodge to tender its allegiance to the Grand 
Lodge of New ZPaland,' and conseq uently, in such cases, there can be no 
·rights and privi leges of minorities' that need preservation." 

The resolu tion referred to grew ou t of an a ttempt made by the opponents 
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of recognition in the Grand Lodge of England to keep alive the English 

lodges, even by as few as five of the old members. But this question was 

recently raised, and the Grand Registrar replied that if the lodge voted by a 

,two-thirds vote to go with the new Grand Lodge, that ended it, the infer
ence being that there were no longer any "rights a nd privileges of minor

ities " to protect. 

There is no Heport on Correspondence, save the acknowledgement by the 

Grand Secretary of t he receipt of Proceedings and other doc .unentf': Maine 

is credited with three copies and the Masonic Token. 

The reports of the Grand Superintendents show a very satibfactory condi

tion of affairs, The membership Lad increased from 4,543 to 4,0 LG, with. 

115 lodges on the roll. 

At the semi-annual communication, Oct. 31, 1899, much routiue business 

was transacted. 

It had been proposed to change the name of Grand Superintendent to 

"District Grand Master," but it was proposed to amend by making the 

title "District Deputy Grand Master, " and in consequence action was post

poned to the next annual session of the Grand Lodge. 

The following was adopted i n re the Washington Centennial: 

"Your Board, not having heard of any distinguished brother who is likely 
to attend the above celebrations, bas resolved to ask our Grand Heprese nta
tive at the Grand Lodge of Virginia, M. W. Bro. H. M. Page, to especially 
convey the congratulations of our Grand Lodge on that occasion." 

Complaint bad been made to the Board by the Irish Provincial Grand 

Master, that the New Zealand lodges had r efused to recognize brethren 

from Victoria Lodge, an Irish lodge, and this action is stated: 

"The Board had debarred the brethren, under its jurisdiction in South
land , from visiting Lodgo Victoria, but a vast amount of new and important 
evidence having been forwarded by the Grand Superintendent of Southland, 
and the Board having carefully gone through it, it was decided to remove 
the interdict. This will, no doubt, have · the effect of restoring harmony 
among the brethren of the various constitutions in Southland ." 

The following raises a new question of decided importance and interest: 

" A complaint was received from a brother re the action of the authorities 
of another Constitution in erasing his uame from the books of the l'rov incial 
Grand Lodge aud expelling him from Freemasonry for taking part in the 
formation of Grn.nd Lodge, and inducing his lodge to join the Grand Lodge 
of New Zealand . 

"This case was brought before Granrl Lodge at its Communication in 
Auckland in November, 1890, by M. W. Bro. Malcolm Niccol, Grand Super
intendent of Auckland; and a promise was given to the brother that when 
this Graud Lodge was recognized by the Grand Lodge in question his case 
would be represented to that body. The Board has taken steps in the mat
tllr." 
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If the brother, with his lodge, came under the j uri~diction of the Grand 

Lodge of New Zealand before his expulsion, his old Grand Lodge lost juris

. diction over him , and his expulsion was void and ought not to be recognized. 

We were hoping to find a statement of the numbers of lodges in the terri

tory of this Grand Lodge holding under other Grand Lodges. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

This Grand Lodge holds two communications during the year. Routine 

•business, harmoniously transacted, occupied the attention of its members. 

Two new lodges had been created. Fraternal intercourse with the Grand 

Lodge of Peru was resumed. 

The Grand Master had been seriously ill, and he was most earnestly con

gratulated upon his recovery. 

The Grand Inspector reported that he had not been able to visit all the 

lodges, but that all he had visited, were carrying out the ritt>al in a manner 

that reflected credit on the officers. 

The Grand Louge pair] from its Benevolent Fund over $i00 to brethren 

and widows of their own lodges, a.nd over $ 1,200 to brethren hailing under 

other Grand Jurisdictions. 

The membership had increased from 2,332 to, 2,405. 

COMPARISON OF STATISTICS. 

G. Lodges. Totals. G. Lodges Totals. G. Lodges. 

1')00. 1<)00. 1899· 1899· 1998. 

Members, 57 ... . 854,209 . .. ... 57 ... . 827, 740 ...... 57 .... 817,009 

Raised, 57 ..... 46,175 ... . .. 55 ..... 40,131 .... .. 57 .... . 42,337 
Admissions, &c., 55 . ... 21,325 ...... 56 ... . . 20,667 ...... 55 .. . .. 20,013 

Dimissions, 56 ..... 16,603 . . ... 56 . .. . . 16,647 .... . . 56 .. .. 16,203 

Expulsions, 54 . .... . .. 335 .... .. 55 ........ 383 . . .... 54 ....... .4~ 1 
Suspensions, 40 .. ...... 262 . . .... 38 . . . . .... 332 ... . .. 37 ........ 329 

npt dues, 56 . . ... 16,844 ..... . 56 ..... 19,342 .... .. 56 ..... HJ,406 

Deaths, 56 . .. . . 13,507 ...... 56 ..... 12,493 ..... o7 ... .. 12,678 



Correspondence-Statistics. 

STATISTICS. 

We append our usual table. 

~ 
GRAND " .,; .a 

LOOGI<:S. s :ll 
" ·a 
);; ~ 

Alabama, : ........ . • .. .. 11,291 63\l 
Arizona, ..•.... ...•.... .. 735 48 
Arkansas . .••.. ...•.. . ... I2,863 - 6IO 
Br·itish Columbia, . .... .• . 
California, .. ..... . ... . . ... 
Canada, ... ... .. . ..... .... 
Colorado, ..• ... ..•.... .. . 
Connecticut, ... ..• . ...• .. 
Delaware, . .......... . ... 
Dist. of Columbia, .. . ..• . 
Fl oricla, ... ....... . . 
Georgia, ....•........•.. . 
l claho, .• •• ... . ....... ... 
llinois, ..................... 

Indiana, ..............•. . 
ndian I 

I 
I 
I 
L 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
0 
0 
0 
p 
p 

T erritory, ... . . ... 
0\VIt, •.• •... , ....• , , , •• •· 

\:ansas, .... .. .. .... . . . .. , 
{entucky, ......... .. .. ... . 
ouisiana, . .. ...... . .... .. 
a.i11e, •. .• . ..... •.. .. . .. 
anitoha, ...... ... .... .. 
>~ryland, ................. 
assachusetts, . . ........ . 
·ichigan, ...........••. 
innesota, . . , ... ... . . .. 
ississippi,t . ............ 
issouri, ...... . ... ..... . 
ontana, ..... . ....... , . . 
ebraska, ......... . . .. . . 
evada, . . ..... .......... 
ew Brunswick, .... .. ... 
ew fhmpshire, ......... 
ew Jersey, .......... ... 
ew Mexico, ... . ...... . . 
ew York, .. ..... ... , .... 
orth Carolina, .......... 
orth Dakota, .......... . 
ova Scotia, .... .•.. ..... 
hio, ... ....••..... .. .. . 
kla!Joma, . . .. . ..... .. . 
regon, ... . ... 
ennsylvania, ..... . . .... 
. E. Island, ... ........ .. 

Q 
I 
s 
s 
T 

uebec, ..• . .. ... . ....... 
'thode Island, ... .• . ... ... 
outh Carolina, ... ...... 
outh Dakota,. ........ 
ennessee, •. ....•• ..... 

1,639 
20,442 
24,957 

7,974 
17,446 
2,235 
5,579 
4,321 

19,332 
1,143 

55,120 
30,901 
3,625 

28,430 
20,740 
18,7!l0 
5,962 

22,277 
2,870 
8,021 

39,871 
41,917 
16,401 
8,718 

32,153 
3,000 

11,948 
814 

1,778 
9,240 

17,386 
922 

!!8,180 
11,360 
3,169 
3,397 

44,201 
2,1:30 
5,143 

53,446 
526 

3,668 
5;220 
6,056 
4,437 

17,:::21 
APP. 19 G. L • 

• 

139 
1,388 
1,580 
42~ 
71tl 

9:{ 
351 
243 

1,107 
64 

2,928 
1,791 

298 
1,496 
1,297 
1,376 

416 
764 
242 
534 

1,734 
2,098 

918 
550 

1,589 
1!l9 
518 

Hl 
95 

304 
1,0il5 

62 
5,774 

673 
337 
224 

2,677 
194 
288 

2,773 
17 

18tl 
205 
357 
209 
744 

"" .,; 
" !Z·t:d:~ 
·s ~~ 
"" " <11 ~ 

756 
30 

478 
98 

455 
59!! 
328 
139 
15 

149 
300 

... 
38 

1,2lh 
817 
274 
768 
71!8 
901 
159 
194 
122 

71 
275 
925 
490 
371 

1,13'l 
Ill 
361> 

27 
28 
1!J 

30a 
32 

1,990 
402 

71 
73 

1,519 
151 
205 
570 

6 
51 
33 

.... . . 
102 
58tl 

~ .,; 
.,; " " "" ... ..!': 

"" = il 03 " Q, ~ ~ >< 
1'<1 rn 

469 12 25 
16 I I 

390 23 12 
57 0 0 

400 6 0 
579 0 9 
144 3 ..... 
66 5 2 
18 0 ... .. 
57 0 0 

203 4 ..... 
. .... ····· 37 2 

1,122 20 .. ... 
659 27 20 
231 7 ..... 
835 10 8 
688 8 ..... 
65I 22 ... .. 
150 2 ..... 
182 0 0 
112 0 I 
I 52 0 1 
363 0 0 
449 11 ..... 
448 2 0 
259 8 9 
766 27 39 

61 1 3 
310 3 .. ... 

22 1 2 
38 0 ..... 
77 I) 0 

196 2 2 
28 1 I 

898 22 0 
230 11 32 
123 1 0 
101 0 ~ 
712 16 6 
89 4 ..... 

110 1 0 
334. ... . .... 

16 0 0 
90 0 0 
12 0 0 

185 ..... . .... 
161 1 1 
1)65 22 27 

., 
... ;J 
~Sri 

"" '"'" . "" Q, .,., .,; 
~d+--
rn:>o " = Q 

362 255 
1G 11 

362 3IO 
24 20 

400 413 
553 312 

*101 118 
172 214 
*1 30 
75 1!•7 

*192 91 

*50 21 
*1,161 879 

474 487 
*113 72 

67& 357 
*365 278 
*821 352 
*164 131 
279 400 
55 26 

100 00 
405 626 

*352 657 
289 187 
325 222 
781 576 

51 43 
*268 1112 

7 26 
*43 30 

41 189 
383 330 

13 19 
2,318 1,589 

228 168 
38 23 
73 58 

1,402 i07 
*49 28 
88 78 

t772 851 
2 6 

74 39 
73 96 

176 117 
58 50 

346 369 
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M. I R. I &'\i. I w. I E. I s. I.~· ~~~,Lj D. 

81 ao j :H 6881 o:~1 
2 0 0 16 13 

2.... ·n~ 185 
41 4 292 218 

I 1 ::~ 138 5:3 
. 4 6 140 81 

I I I 
r ; I 1~ 2~g 2f~ 

!:l54,209 46,175 /21.~25 H1,60a:. 3~5 262!6,844la5o7 

'l'exas, ........ 31,334 1,296 1,45~ 1,44 
Utah, ... . ..... . .... . ... 867 68 42 2 
Vermont, ... .. ........ 10,166 4:)9 10:3 1:34 
Virginia, ..• . .... 12,836 622 ~~2 4~3 
Washington, ......... .. 4,9-19 309 311.1 126 
West Virginia, ..... ..... 6,567 356 15~ 158 
Wisconsin .. ...... ..... 17,421 7!{7 353 318 
Wyoming, . . . .. . . .. . 1,04.4 42 27 3~ 

-------·--
Total, ............ . 

"' Including suspensions for unmasonic conduct. 

1 Including expulsions. 

+ Same as last year. 

PROCEEDINGS REVIEWED. 

The following Table gives the Proceedings reviewed, the date and length 
of the annual communication, and the page of these Proceedings upon which 

the review of each commences. 

Grand Lodge. Date and Length of Annual Communication. Page. 

Alabama, December 5 and 6, 1899, 
Arizona, November 14 to 16, 1899, 6 
Arkansas, No Communication in 1899, 9 
British Columbia, June 22 and 23, 1809, 9 
California, October 10 to 14, 1899, 15 
Canada, July 19 and 20, 1899, 23 
Colorado, September 19 and 20, 1890, 29 
Connecticut, January 17 and 18, 1900, 33 
Delaware, October 4 and 5, 1899, 37 
District of Columbia, November 9, 1899, 41 
Florida, January 15 to 18, 1900, 44 
Georgia, October 31 to November 2, 1800, 47 
Idaho, September 12 to 14, 1899, 50 
Illinois, October 3 to 5, 11399, 54 
Indiana, May 23 and 24, 1899, 67 
Indian Territory, August 8 and 9, 1899, 76 
Iowa. June 6 to 8, 1899, 81 
Kansas, February 21 and 22, 1POO, 89 
Kentucky, October 18 and 19, 1899, 04 
Louisiana, February 12 to 14, 1900, 102 
Manitoba, June 14 and 15, 1899, 106 
Maryland, November 21, 1899, 109 

.. 
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Massachusetts, 
Michigan, 
Minnesota, 
Missis~ippi, 

Missouri, 
Mont11na, 
Nebraska, 
Nevada, 
New Brunswick, 
New Ham[ shin•, 
New Jersey, 
New Mexico, 
New York, 
North Carolina, 
North Dakota, 
Nova Scotia, 
Ohio, 
Oklahoma, . 
Oklahoma, 
Oregon, 
Pennsylvania, 
Prince Edward Island, 
Quebec, 
Rhode Island, 
South Carolina, 
South Dakota, 
Tennessee, 
Texas, 
Utah, 
Vermont, 
Virginia, 
Washington, 
West Virginia, 
Wisconsin, 
Wymriing, 
England, 
Ireland, 
New South Wales, 
New Zealand, 
South Australia, 
Victoria, 

December 27, 1899, 
January 23 and 24, 1900, 
January 17 and 18, 1909, 
Proceedings not received. 
October 17 to 19, 1899, 
September 20 and 21, 1899, 
June 7 to 9, 1899, 
June 13 and 14, 1899, . 
August 22 and 2;{, 1899, 
May 17, 1899, 
January 24 and 25, 1900, 
October 3 and 4, 1899, 
June 6 to 8, 1899, 
January 9 to 11, 1900, 
June 20 and 21, 1899, 
June 14, 1899, 
October 25 and 26, 1899, 
February 14 and 15, 1899, 
February 13 and 14, 1900, 
June 14 to 16, 1899, 
December 27, 1899, 
June 26, 1899, 
Proceedings not received. 
May 15, 1899, 
December 12 and 13, 1899, 
June 13 and 14, 1899, 
January 31 and February 1, 1900, 
December 5 to 7, 1899, 
January 16 and 17, 1900, 
June 14 and 15, 1899, 
December 13 to 15, 1899, 
June 13 to 15, 181}9, 
November 15 and 16, 1899, 
June 13 to 15, 1899, 
December 13, 1899, 

278 
111 
122 

127 
132 
139 
143 
145 
147 
154 
158 
160 
168 
172 
175 
181 
186 
190 
192 
196 
216 

218 
223 
229 
234 
238 
242 
245 
250 
258 
263 
2tl7 
275 
280 
284 
284 
286 
288 
249 
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CONCLUSION. 

In closing our J{eport we have to regret the non-receipt of the Proceedings 
of the Grand Lodges of Mississippi and Quebec, and also that we have been 
obliged to hurry through some of the Proceedings near the end of our list, 
or else delay the issue of the Proceedings several weeks. 

We must also forego our proposed investigation of the status of masonic 
affairs in Cuba. 

The y!'ar has been one of general prosperity; the increase in membership 
is larger than for several years: and, save the Washington matttJr, a very 
great degree of harmony has prevailed. 

The Washington matter is fast becoming settled ; we have been confident 
that in spite of the b.itter talk of a few men, the large mass of the craft iii 
this jurisdiction are in accord with their b_rethren elsewhere, and there will 
be no more occasion for complaint, and we are now m9re confident than 
ever that such is the case. We hope the Grand Lodges which have not re
pealed the edict of non-intercourse, will do so at their next session. We 
have abundant r!'ason to believe that the efforts of the authors 1lf this mis
chief to make their Washington brethren believe that the ed icts of non-in
tercourse were prompted by hostility to them, or by an intention to "draw 
the color line," or were an attack on the sovereignty of the Grand Lodge of 
Washington, have ceased to have any effect: and that our \rashington 
brethren will be found ready to maintain on all occasions the inheretit right 
of a Grand Lodge to exclusive jurisdiction iii its own territory, including 
the right to determine, for the whole world, the status of any body claim
ing to be a lodge situate in its territory, and of every person claiming to 
have been made a mason therein. 

Of the effect of the Washington Centennial Observance, we have already 
spoken. But we desire to repeat that in our judgment, no other event has 
happened in the century just .closing that has so greatly strengthened 
the bonds of Brotherhood among the craft. 

Jo'raterna)ly submitted, 

JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND, ~ · 

EDWARD P. BURl'iHAM, Colllllliltee. 
ALBRO 1<~. C HASE, 
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REPORT ON CORRESPONDENCE. 
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• 

To the M. W Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted fifasons of the State of 
gfaine. 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence here·with fraternally submits its 

annual report : 

ALABAMA, 1900. 

The Grand Master, B. DUDLEY WILLIAMS, opens his address vorith an elo

quent comparison of the work of operative and speculative Masonry, having 

special reference to their continued existence, and caliing attention to the fact 

that the most famous works of operative Masonr1 in time crumble to dust, 

while the real work of speculative Masonry in its effect is immortal. 

Of the condition of the craft, he says : 

" Since we last met, the manifestations of Divine favor towards us and our 
beloved Order have indeed been marked. Peace has reigned in the subordi
nate lodges throughout our Grand Jurisdiction. The craftsmen have diligently 
pursued their labors, faithfully adhering to the ancient landmarks and to the 
designs of their overseers. I feel confident that the records of the Grand 
Secretary's office will show a satisfactory increase in numbers, although this 
is but an inferior test, by no means conclusive of the Order's true progress. 
With no flare of trumpets, with no appeals from paid agents or deputies, with 
no gathering-in by persistent persuasion, of indiscriminate material, our num
bers have been augmented-nine flourishing lodges have been organized, and 
our faithful sentries have guarded carefully our thresholds against material 
unfit 'for the Builder's use.'" 

He had rendered an unusually large number of decisions, which he reports, 

but which the Committee on Jurisprudence wisely requested further time to 

APP. 20 G. L. 



294 Correspottdence-A labama. 

consider, so that no report was made thereon at this session, and will not be 

until the next session. 

Several of them related to what we understand to be a new provision in 

their Constitution, patterned somewhat upon a similar provision in Pennsyl

vania. It would seem that a candidate may apply to any lodge in the juris

diction, and that lodge is required to ask of the lodge ih whose jurisdiction 

the candidate resides, 40 if it knows of good and sufficient reason why the appli

cant should not be made a mason." But one of the decisions was to the effect 

that an affirmative reply does not stop the candidate but simply calls for more 

thorough and unprejudiced investigation by the committee, and the ·commit
tee should not report favorably until satisfied that the reasons are not sus

tained by the facts. We should judge that practically this allows a candidate 

to apply to any lodge he pleases, and that the ceremony of inquiry amounts 

to very little. 

He decided that a lodge which initiates a candidate known to have been 

rejected by another lod~e, without :(irst obtaining the consent of the rejecting 

lodge, is guilty of gross violation of masonic law, and should have its charter 

arrested, and, moreover, that one receiving the degrees in that manner is a 
"clandestinely made mason." 

He had granted nine dispensations for new lodges. 

He had attended the Washington Centennial the December previous, and 

speaks in high terms of the occasion. 

He had been unable to make as many visitations as he desired, but had 

attended quite a number of celebrations and delivered a number of masonic 

addresses, with, as he believes, good results. 

He had been disappointed in the progress made in relation to the Masonic 

Home, and he brought the matter before the Grand Lodge, which declared in 

favor of the project, and measures were taken to solicit subscriptions to carry 

it into effect. 

A case, in which a member of a lodge appealed from its decision for failing 

to assess punishment, was sent back with orders to the lodge to proceed to 

assess due punishment. Probably this was V~ise in this particular case, but 

generally the effect is a good deal better to assess the punishment on appeal, 

with such admonition to the lodge that would be likely to prevent the recur

rence of similar action. 

A case was also sent back and directed to be dismissed in a subordinate 

lodge, concerning which the committee well say: 

"The fact that a member is indebted to his lodge and does not pay it, is not 
alone sufficient to warrant charges against him or his conviction of unrnasonic 
conduct. There are within this Grand Jurisdiction many worthy Master 
Masons who are unable to pay just and honest debts, and do not thereby 
become subject to prosecution and punishme?t under masonic law. A mason 
should regard the discharge of his financial obligations as a high duty, and 
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never contract a debt which he cannot reasonably expect to pay, except under 
the most imperious necessity, and then only after full disclosure of the im~ 
probability of payment, so that, not only may no reproach be brought on our 
beloved Order, but that the fact of membership therein may be a guarantee of 
the highest integrity in the member. If a mason is dishonest in his dealings 
or withholds wilfully or corruptly money which he should apply to his debts, 
he is unworthy of masonic association with his brethren and should be ex
cluded from the Order. If, however, misfortune overtakes him and he is 
unable to discharge his financial duties and obligations, the fraternal hand of 
sympathy and charity should rather be extended to him than the added bitter
ness and humiliation of exclusion from the fraternity." 

The absence of the Grand Lecturer and Honorary Past Grand Master, 

JAMES J\.:L BRUNDIDGE, was noted, and a letter received from him ordered to 

be printed in the Proceedings, and the Grand Secretary directed to express to 

him the solicitude of the Grand Lodge and the sincere wish that his life might 

be spared many years. It seems that the honor of makillg him an honorary 

Past Grand Master had been conferred at the previous session of the Grand 

Lodge. 'lv.,. e presume that it does not give him a vote in the Grand Lodge, 

but is a matter of courtesy, and was granted for distinguished services. 

A lodge :was authorized to issue bonds for the purpose of erecting a 

Masonic Temple, and secure the same by a mortgage of its real estate. This 

,.,-as deemed necessary in order to give the mortgage precedence over any title 

that might accrue to the Grand Lodge in any event. This was done in sev

eral cases. 

"'\\
7 e do not think that such a proceeding would be necessary under the laws 

of Maine, but of course the case may de different under the civil law of Ala
bama. 

As usual, the work was exemplified. 

The Report of the Committee on Correspondence (pp. 184) was submitted 

by Bro. "'\\7 ILLIAM Y. TITCOMB, in which he reviews the Proceedings of all the 

Grand Lodges. 

He gives a very good abstract of the important matters done, illustrated by 

pertinent extracts and accompanied by judicious comments. 

He does not hold that a Grand Lodge is bound in all cases to sever fra

ternal relations with another Grand Lodge that has done the same thing ·with 

a third Grand Lodge, saying: 

"Three certain parties, W. X. andY., are all Regular. V-l. has done some· 
thing to offend both X. andY. Afterwards Y. becomes convinced that W. 
has repented his errors and renews friendly relations with him, but;rx. does 
not think W. has repented, and holds off. In such case, is there any good 
reason why X. andY. should become unfriendly?" 

\Ve entirely concur with him in this conclusion. 

He thinks that a uniform form of dimits for everybody would be the best. 

There is no doubt at all about this, and we have for a long time questioned 

the propriety of putting into a dimit anything in relation to the character and 
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standing of the party dimitted. The dimit is conclusive evidence that he was 

of sufficiently good standing in the lodge to receive the dimit, and anything 

more than that is merely a matter of opinion of the members of the lodge. 

-v..l e are av.rare that the contrary practice has widely prevailed, but at the same 

time it is now provided in almost all the Constitutions that a member who is 

not in arrears for dues and is in good standing in the lodge, is entitled to a 

dimit as a matter of masonic ·right, in order to terminate his membership, if 

he so please. It would seem to follow, then, that the dimit should be the 

termination of a membership, and if a brother wants a recommendation to 

other lodges by the lodge thus dimitting him, he should seek it and obtain it 
as a matter separate from his dimit. 

In his review of Maine, he copies "the well expressed conclusion" of Grand 

Master CHOATE's addTess. 

He quotes our views, without comment, however, in relation to what we 

deem the proper method of amending the Constitution of a Grand Lodge. 

He refers also to our views that a mason should not be deprived of his 

masonic rights without a trial and specific charges. Of this he says: 

"On this point we are 'dumb as an oyster,' for, under our la\\:, suspension 
N. P. D. cuts off from the privileges and benefits." 

He quotes a case stated by us, in which a Grand Lodge allowed a ne\V ballot 

on a candidate, because, ·without the knowledge of the members of the lodge, 

blacK ballots in the box had ~een substituted for cubes, saying that that was 

a case that would justify the Grand Master if there can be any exceptional 

cases. 

We entirely agree with him that the ballot should never be disclo.:;ed, but 

the case, which we have cited, shows there may be reasons for setting aside a 

rejection and taking a new ballot. Perhaps the one we cited, however, should 

have been based upon the fact that the ballots were changed without the 

knowledge of the members, and that really the ballot taken was not a legal 

ballot under masonic law. 

We curtail our examination of this excellent report to make a very sad an

nouncement. The Grand Lodge closed its annual session on the fifth day of 

December, r900, and just a fortnight after that date it held a special communi

cation to attend the funeral of the Grand Secretary, H. CLAY ARMSTRONG, 

who died very suddenly after the close of the Grand Lodge. \Ve had kno\\'11 

Bro. ARMSTRO:KG for many years by his writings and efficient services to Free· 

masonry, and we had come to regard him as a very pillar of the Institution in 

his State; but in addition we had the great pleasure and honor of meeting 

him personally at the Washington Centennial, and our feelings of respect 
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admiration and love for him were greatly strengthened. We tender to our 

brethren of Alabama, in behalf of the brethren in Maine, our sympathies vd.th 

them in their great loss. 

ARKANSAS, 1900. 

For financial reasons, this Grand Lodge meets only biennially, and there 

was no session in 1899. This pamphlet contains fine portraits of RoBERT M. 

SMITH, the last Grand Master, and HARRY H. MYERS, the present Grand 

Master, and FAY HEMPSTEAD, the Grand Secretary. 

The pamphlet contains the proceedings of an emergent communication upon 

an occasion sad beyond the po\ver of words to de.·scribe. M. \V. RoBERT M. 

S~IITH, to have a respite from his business labors, went with his wife and four 

children to Galveston, and 11one of them have ever returned. All of them 

were ove:rv.rhelmed in that terrible catastrophe, so that not even the body of 

one of them has been recovered. We had 1mderstood that this comprised the 

whole family of Bro. SMITH, but we infer from some statements in the pro

ceedings at the session of the Grand Lodge for holding a memorial service in 

his honor, that his oldest child remained at home and was saved, but we are 

not sure but that this child had previously died. 

Bro. SMITH was at the same time Grand Commander of the Grand Com

mandery, and the two bodies united in this service. A large number of ad

dresses of a very high character \vere delivered. Vl e \YOuld be glad to quote, 

but to do any kind of justice we would have to give more space than we can 

allow for the whole review of this Grand Lodge. 

The acting Grand Master, in his address, refers very feeling1y to this sad 

catastrophe, and pays an additional tribute to the memory of Bro. SMITH. 

He had issued an appeal to the craft for aid to the sufferers, which was 

responded to splendidly, and a large amount was contributed. 

Of the condition of the craft he says; 

"I congratulate you, brethren, that the craft in Arkansas continues to 
thrive, growing in strength and greater and better achievements every year; 
that peace abides among us; that no contentions exist, but brotherly love 
prevails. \.Yhere peace, love and harmony abide, hate is dispelled and all 
contentions and dissensions quelled. Our relations with sister jmisdictions 
are most cordial and harmonious, and when the histoTy of the past two years 
shall be written, as it will be soon, it will be that the closing years of the nine
teenth century find our people with comfOTts multiplied, and their happiness 
and contentment more secure. VvT e have worked in unity and the ancient 
landmarks have been preserved, and our efficiency was never more marked 
than now, our aims and ideals were never higher or our power to do more and 
better work that may tend to our own advancement and to the glory of our 
order and the ~xaltation of His holy name than this communication finds us." 
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He had issued bnt one dispensation for a new lodge. He had held an 

emergent communication to lay the comer stone of the nev: capitol. 

He refers in touching terms to our veteran brother, GEORGE A. DANNELLY, 

"?.·hose infirmities prevented his attending the Grand Lodge, but from whom a 

letter was received: a loving message was sent in reply, accompanied by t4e 

avails of a contribution made in the Grand Lodge. 

He had another sad communication to make. Within the two years this 

Grand Lodge has lost four other Past Grand Masters: SAMUEL \V. \VrL 4 

LIAMS, ]AMES H. VAN HoosE, ]OHN ]AMES SGMPTER and WILLIAM HENRY 

GEE, in whose memory the Grand Lodge held a memorial service. All of 
these brethren had been eminent in Masonry in Arkansas, and some of them 

specially so. Bro. \VILLIAMS commenced his career as Chairman of the Com

mittee on Foreign Correspondence in 1867, and at once gained for himself a 

national reputation. Coming to this labor only two years after we came, \Ve 

have seemed to have been very thoroughly acquainted 1\~th him, although we 

never met him. After leaving the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, he 

was Grand Master and then on the Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, and 

since the death of ] udge EKGLISH has been its chairman. All these positions 

he maintained '";th great ability. Less than a year our junior, we have seemed 

to have traveled along for over thirty years hand in hand with him, and his 

death comes to us as a severe personal loss. As a man, a lawyer, a judge and 

a mason he stood in the highest ranks, and we fully concur "'~th, and enda.rse 

the high opinions expressed of him by his brethren. 

The other Past Grand Masters were of high standing also, and we have 

spoken of Judge \VILLIAMS more particularly, because we had occasion to 

know him better. 

"'V'ole find that Grand Master SMITH had granted three dispensations for new 

lodges before Bro. Myers succeeded to the office, and to all four of them 
charters were granted. 

The financial condition of the Grand Lodge has greatly improved during 

the two years. The floating debt had been nearly aU paid, the second mort

gage on the Temple had be.en paid and extinguished, and five thousand dollars 

paid on the first mortgage, reducing it to thirty-five thousand dollars. The 

rent of the Temple had increased, and the prospect for the future was very 
favorable. 

The following decision, amending that of the Grand Master's in relation to 

objection after baJlot, was adopted: 

"If a member of a lodge desires to object to the conferring of a degree on 
a candidate who has been elected by ballot, he must do so in open lodge in 
his 0\\'11 proper person, or by privately communicating his objection to the 
Worshipful Master during the session of the lodge, or if unable to be present, 
he may, in his own name, send his objection by a member of the lodge; and 
such objection shall hold good in case of a candidate for initiation for only 
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six months, and for advancement, only one month. The fact of objection 
alone, and not the name of the objector, shall be entered on the minutes." 

The Grand Orator delivered a fine address, which is published in the Pro

ceedings. 

A large amount of routine business was transacted, and the Grand Lodge 

seems to be in a better condition than it has been for some years. 

We regret to notice the absence of the Report on Correspondence, but can 

well understand that the Grand Lodge desires to reduce its debt largely, and 

is cutting off every possible expenditure to that end. 

The Grand Lodge of Porto Rico was recognized, also the Grand Lodge of 

\V estern Australia, formed under the authority of the lodges established by 

the authority of the Grand Lodge of England, and not the one which had 

been previously, and as it was claimed, irregularly formed. 

The Committee on Correspondence reported the following resolution in re

lation to the Grand Lodge of ~~ ash.ington; but it was directed to be laid over 

until the next communication, and the Committee on Foreign Correspondence 

directed to correspond with the Grand Lodge of VVashington and ascertain 

the true intent and meaning of the modifying resolution adopted by them: 

"Resolved, That in v-iew of the recent action of the Grand Lodge of F. and 
A. 1\tlasons of VVashington, in reconsidering and modifying certain resolutions 
adopted by the said Grand Lodge in 1898 and disavowing any intention on 
the part of said Grand Lodge of recognizing certain Clandestine bfasonry com
monly knov .. -n as ' Negro Masonry,' the Grand Lodge F. and A. Masons of 
Arkansas sends greetings and desires to re-establish fraternal relations with 
lhe Grand Jurisdiction of Washington." 

We desire to repeat here, that the repeal by the Grand Lodge of VVashing
ton of the offensive resolution, seems to us to be all that can be required, and 

that the severance of fraternal relations should not be based upon the ex

pression of opinions, however offensive. 

The Grand Lodge held an emergent session for laying the comer stone of 

the State capitol building, which was an occasion of great interest. 

'\Ve greatly regret that in parting from our Arkansas brethren it must be 

for a term of two years. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA, 1900. 

·y..l e find that this Grand Lodge has what is called a "Porch Book," in 

which the representatives of lodges register their names upon their arrival, 

and the Committee on Credentials calls attention to the necessity of care in 

signing it under the proper headings, "thus greatly facilitating the work of the 

committee.~~ In our Grand Lodge, the Committee on Credentials meets two 

hours before the hour fixed for the time for the opening of the Grand Lodge, 

and the representatives report directly to them: it has a full list of the per. 
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manent members and Grand Officers, and of the lodges, and as each perma+ 

manent member or Grand Officer reports his name is checked, and as a repre

sentative reports his name is entered in the proper place as representing his 

lodge. We give this, because it is extremely desirable that the work of the 
Committee on Credentials shall be done in the shortest time consistent with 

accuracy. 
The Grand Master, R. EDEN WALKER, announced the deaths of several 

brethren, among them Past Grand Master FRED \VJLLIAMS, who was made 

in California, but joined the lodge in Victoria before the formation of the 

Grand Lodge, and was one of those who organized the Grand Lodge, and 

who ever after maintained an active interest in Masonry. 
He refers to the action of the Grand Lodge of 'Vashington, saying, how~ 

ever, that it interests them in that jurisdiction in theory rather than in prac

tice. 

We note this in connection with his report of a case, the issue of which we 

shall look for with great interest. A resident within his jurisdiction went to 

Ontario for a couple of months, and while there a lodge accepted his petition 

and conferred the first degree upon him, and thereupon wrote to the lodge in 

whose jurisdiction he resided, requesting it to confer the other degrees upon 

the applicant. The Master reported the matter to the Grand Secretary, who 

in tum reported it to the Grand ilfaster, who says: 

"I at once wrote and instructed Corinthian Lodge not to recognize this 
man as a mason, and not to confer the degrees as requested, and I also asked 
that full particulars as to name of lodge, date of conferring degree, etc., be 
reported to me." 

The information was slow in reaching him, but when he received it he at 

once wrote to the Grand Master of Canada in relation thereto, but had not 

received any reply. 

Of it the Grand Master says: "The offence involves a serious breach of 

masonic usage," and the committee on his address repeat in substance his 

views, and their report was accepted by the Grand Lodge. We shall look for 

the result with interest, as showing whether this Grand Lodge will follow the 

law established in the United States, or will yield to what is still the law and 

practice of the Grand Lodge of England. 

Of the condition of the craft, he says: 

"The past year has been one of universal prosperity in the craft, and our 
fraternity has increased both in numbers and usefulness. Peace and harmony 
have prevaiJed everywhere, and no disturbing elements have been introduced 
to mar the spirit of brotherly love, which should and does prevail throughout 
this Grand Jurisdiction." 

Of course he refers to the war in South Africa, and while depJoring that 

there should be one, as a matter of course he sustains his government, and 

suggests that the Grand Lodge vote a sum in aid of the Patriotic Fundi and 
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in response to that suggestion the Grand Lodge appropriated one hundred 

do1lars. 

He had made a large number of official visitations, although he had not 

made as many as he expected to make, and in relation to that he well says: 

"To those who may succeed me in this high office let me give a word of 
counsel. The duties appertaining to the office of Grand Master of any Ma· 
sonic Grand Jurisdiction are by no means trivial or few, and he who would 
faithfully and successfully discharge them must be prepared to devote consid
erable time to their performance. The Grand Jurisdiction of British Columbia 
is no exception to the general rule, for while the lodges may be comparatively 
few in number, their geographical situation is such as to make it a matter of 
considerable time to visit and thoroughly inspect and supervise their work. 
Such a system of systematic and efficient supervision is especially necessary in 
a young and rapidly growing jurisdiction, and much of the responsibility of 
carrying it out efficiently, rests upon the shoulders of the Grand :Master, and 
to a less extent upon the D. D. G. M.'s. The necessity of regular and fre
quent visits is obvious, not only to the old and tried lodges, but to the young 
and struggling ones ; and let not their vL-;its be a matter of form, visits whereat 
words of praise (perhaps not deserved) are spoken: but let a wise and honest 
effort be made to learn the necessities and shortcomings of the lodge, and 
by judicious counsel show the brethren ·wherein lies their weakness, and by 
true masonic precepts point out the right path for them to tread. That this, 
if carried out properly, must involve a considerable expenditure of time and 
money, I arn well av.a.re; perhaps more than the average mason can well 
afford, and as this may, and I believe often does, lead to a curtailment of the 
necessary visits of inspection, I am of the opinion that the interests of Masonry 
would be better served if the G. M. and the D. D. G. M.'s received some com
pensation for their services, say, at least traveling expenses. I would ask the 
Grand Lodge to seriously consider this matter." 

The Grand Lodge considered the matter but did not see its way clear to 

adopt his recommendation that the traveling expenses should be allowed to 

visitors. \Ve commend this to all Grand Masters and other visiting officers. 

The Deputy in almost every instance accompanied him, and from the reports 

of the Deputies we are able to see that they have evidently performed their 

duties actively and zealously, and that the result of their doing so is sho\\'11 in 

the increased prosperity of the Grand Lodge. 

Of conferring the first degree, he says: 
11 More than one candidate may have the degree conferred on him at the 

same time, but the ceremony loses much of its impressiveness by thus admin
istering it." 

He had declined to approve by-laws providing for life membership, and of 

this he says: 

"Among the by-laws submitted for my approval were clauses providing for 
life membership, such membership to be acquired by the payment of a lump 
sum, the amount of which varied with the length of time the applicant had 
previously been a member of the lodge. Life membership is a matter which 
must be approached with extreme caution, especially by young lodges with 
few or no assets to fall back upon. These lodges are practically dependent 
upon their monthly dues to meet current expenses, and should life membership 
be resorted to (and it is quite possible it might be) to any large extent, the 
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lodge might in a short time find itself with so restricted an income as to be 
practically unable to continue its existence. For this reason, combined with 
the fact that our Constitution does not recognize life members, I deemed it 
expedient to refuse my approval to those clauses referring to this matter." 

'VI7 e refer also his remarks on the subject of t( Committees" to our brethren 
in Maine: 

"'Vhile on the subject of Committees I should like to impress upon the 
members of the various committees the importance of their appointments; 
so far it would appear to me that the tendency is to look upon these appoint
ments as purely honorary; as a matter of fact the reverse is the case. They 
carry with them little honor, no handsome regalia, no special seat in Grand 
Lodge; but if faithfully discharged a large amount of work. The standing 
committees should nleet before Grand Lodge meets, and draw up their report 
beforehand in a careful and deliberate manner, weighing well the matter laid 
before them. As a matter of act_ual practice, what does take place is that the 
members of standing committees are seldom in attendance at all, and a scratch 
committee is appointed after Grand Lodge meets, and they draw up their 
report, often in a hurried manner, and meanwhile, during their absence, the 
Grand Lodge is deprived of the benefit of their presence at its deliberation. 
I have this year caused the Grand Secretary to specially notify the members 
of standing committees to be present before Grand Lodge convenes, so that 
they may have ample time to draw up their reports." 

In relation to the incorporation of lodges, he says: 

"Among the matters presented for my consideration during the year, wa.."> 
the question of lodge incorporation, and I deemed it expedient to refuse to 
allow a lodge to incorporate under the laws of British Columbia governing 
these matters. I am weli aware that subordinate lodges in some jurisdictions 
of the United States are allowed to incorporate, for the reason that in these 
States this is the only way in which they can hold property. Such a proced
ure, however, makes the lodge amenable to the civil law, and not alone to the 
Grand Master and Grand Lodge. To such an extent is this possible, that in 
some instances incorporated lodges have instituted legal proceedings against 
their Grand Master, much to the scandal of Freemasonry. All necessaiy legal 
conveniences accruing from incorporation rna y be experienced by vesting lodge 
property in the name of Trustees, who are elected annually or otherwise, by 
the lodge." 

We desire to repeat our question whether the incorporating of a lodge makes 

it in the slightest degree more ''amenable to the civil law" than if it was not 

incorporated. As a reason for asking this question, we desire to say that in 

these days of " Equity Jurisdiction" we do not understand that it makes the 

least particle of difference. 

The Deputy Grand Master, HARRY H. VV ATSON, delivered an address giv

ing an account of the numerous visitations made by him, and the thanks of 

the Grand Lodge were tendered to him therefor. 

The Grand Secretary congratulates the Grand Lodge on the progress and 
prosperity of the lodges. The total gain by lodges was one hundred and 

ninety-six, and the total loss nine, seven of which occurred in a lodge which 

held a large number of members in the naval service, and the vessef to which 

they belonged was recalled. These are net gains and net losses. 
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Four dispensations for new lodges had been granted, and the Grand Secre· 

tary believed that ihe reports submitted by them would be approved by the 

Grand Lodge and entitle them to a charter; and we find that the charters 

were granted. 

All the Deputies made reports, as we have already stated. 
Past Grand Master }oHK CoRsoN SMITH, of Illinois, was present, received 

with the honors, and made an address both in the Grand Lodge and at the 

banquet following, to the great satisfaction and pleasure of those present. 

An amendment to the Constitution was reported, providing for a Charity 

Fund, which'was laid over for final action until the next session. 

Of the violation of jurisdiction by the Canadian lodge, the committee say: 

"Respecting the case of invasion of jurisdiction reported from Rossland, we 
record our surprise that any Jodge under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge 
of Canada should have been guilty of such an infraction of masonic law· and 
usage as seems to have taken place; commend the Grand Master for the 
prompt and energetic action taken in the matter, and express the hope that 
the difference may be amicably adjusted at an early date." 

The question of moving the archives of the Grand Lodge to Vancouver was 
discussed, but it was said that as a permanent location of the Grand Lodge 

was soon to be made, it was best to defer action for the present. 

Of the work of the Deputies, the committee say: 

" It is apparent from all the reports that the District Deputy Grand Masters 
have eamestl•y &triven to do the work assigned to them. It is to be regretted, 
however, that in some instances, owing to the great distances to be covered 
and the expense involved, the work has not been accomplished in such a man
ner as to give unqualified satisfaction to the Grand Lodge." 

v.,r e think this is an overwhelming argument in favor of remunerating the 

Deputies for the expenses of visitation. 

The following is taken from the same report : 

"In conclusion, your committee respectfully suggest that the brethren 
throughout the jurisdiction should emulate the example of the country lodge 
which received such honorable mention in one of the reports, in that ' the 
wives, sisters and sweethearts of the brethren graced the banquet with their 
presence.'" 

As usual, a sermon '\Vas delivered before the Grand Lodge in church, 

which is published with the proceedings. The collection on the occasion was 

given to the choir. After the services at the church, the Grand Lodge partook 

of a banquet given by the masons of Vancouver. 

The Report on Correspondence (215 pp.) was presented by Bro. W. A. 

DEWOLF SMITH. In his introduction, he says: 

'' The l negro question ' has become some'.vhat less acute. The Grand Lodge 
of \¥ ashington in I 899 rescinded its now famous resolutions of !'898, and 
,,-bile a few Grand Lodges still insist that the language of the resolutions of 
I 899 'is not all that it ought to be,' the larger number of them seem disposed 
to accept the action of Washington as in bona fides and have resumed the fra
ternal intercourse which should never have been interrupted.'' 
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He gives a very full abstract of the Proceedings, quoting freely and com

menting upon the more important matters. 

Of non-affiliates, he says: 
"It appears to us that non-affiliates are receiving a great deal more attention 

than they deserve. TY.le think that Grand Lodges would not have nearly so 
much trouble v,..i.th this class if they did not go about looking for it. We 
should like to see nearly all non-affiliated masons members of some lodge, and 
would make the way back as easy as possible, but if a brother really wishes to 
stay out, let him go in peace, and remain out until he feels that he would like • 
to come in again." 

We·believe his Grand Lodge recognizes as masons only th~se who are 
members of a lodge. 

In his review of the Grand Lodge of England he gives quite an account of 

the formation of the Grand Lodge of '\\'estern Australia, quoting from the 

Grand Registrar of the Grand Lodge of England, upon whose recommenda

tion the Grand Lodge of ~~estern _Australia, recently formed by English 

lodges, was recognized: the Grand Registrar said that he thinks the Scottish 

lodges in the Province would fonn another Grand Lodge and the two would 

work side by side until they formed a United Grand Lodge. Of this Bro. 

SMITH says: 

"The attention of some of our neighbors to the South is respectfully called 
to the statement that probably very shortly after the acknowledgment of this 
Grand Lodge, a Scottish Grand Lodge will be formed, and th.e t-wo Grand 
Lodges will work side by side." 

By his expression "our neighbors of the South," he means the masons of 

the United States, and we think that we are entirely safe in saying that if one 

Grand Lodge shall be recognized by our Grand Lodges and a second one is 

formed, the second one will never be recognized, and the knowledge of that in 

Western Australia will undoubtedly lead the Grand Lodges formed and the 

Scottish lodges to unite in a Grand Lodge, without undertaking to form two 

and ask their recognition. 

He finds that the practice in Maine, of not allowing one lodge to confer a 

degree for another lodge, is different from what it is in most jurisdictions. \Ve 

wish he would investigate and ascertain how long the practice of doing this 

has prevailed. It seems to us contrary to every idea of lodge organization, 

and we believe that it is a matter grown up within cGnlparatively recent years 

to facilitate admission into Masonry. 

In his review of Maine, he says: 

"Brother Drummond, quoting from a report made by him in 1876 (page 310 
of this years Proceedings) : 'In America it is a landmark that no can be 
made a mason unless he is free-bam.' For information, we would ask Brother 
Dru:riimond why, if it is a landmark in America, it is not a landmark elsewhere? 
Or can the landmarks be changed at pleasure? A little further on Brother 
Drummond shows that it is not a landmark even in America, for he says (page 
JI r)! 1 In the Dominion of Canada . the old requirement that a can-
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didate must be "free-born" has been c:hanged as in England, to "freeman."' 
{Italics ours.) He says, too, in the same paragraph, that in Canada 'Colored 
men have been admitted to regular lodges, they have organhed lodges and 
formed a Grand Lodge.' That they have been admitted to regular lodges is 
well known. They may have formed lodges, but that they have formed a 
Grand Lodge is news to us., 

In reply we can only say that the decision of a Grand Lodge as to what is, or 

·what is not, a landmark, is binding on the masons of its· obedience; and that 

our statement referred to the fact that in the United States (we should have 

said, instead of America), it has been decided to be a landmark. As to the 

formation of lodges and Grand Lodges of so-called colored masons in Canada, 

if he will refer to our report of I 876 and get the particulars, he V~-ill find that 

what is "news" to him is, nevertheless, history. 

In ans1.ver to a q11estion of ours last year, he says that either the Master or 

vv-arden may request a Past Master to open the lodge and preside, but no one 

else, and that in the absence of the Master and Wardens the lodge cannot be 

opened; which >Ve need hardly say is a departure from the old rule laid down 

by the Grand Lodge of England soon after 1717, and maintained by it to this 

day. 

In his review of New South Wales he copies at considerable length the 

proceedings of that Grand Lodge in relation to the Grand Lodge of Western 

Australia, of which we probably shall have occasion to avail ourselves before 

completing this report. 

There are many other things in this excellent report that we would like to 

notice, but space and time forbid. 
As Bro. S~nTH may not have at hand the Proceedings -of our Grand Lodge 

for 1876, we -would add that an "Independent" Colored Grand Lodge for 

Ontario was organized in I871, and in 1876, and for years afterwards, was in 

successful existence. \Ve have not had occasion to inquire about it lately and 

cannot tell whether it now exists or not, but presume that it does. 

CALIFORNIA, 1900. 

A fine picture of the Masonic Home of California is given as a frontispiece 

of this volume. 

The Grand Master, CHARLES L. PATTON, announced, among other deaths, 

that of Past Grand Master joHN AsHBY TUTT, the second Grand Master of 

the Grand Lodge, and who, as Deputy, presided over the first annual com

munication of the Grand Lodge. 

He announced, also, the deaths of Bros. WILLIAM THOMAS REYNOLDS, 

Chairman of the Committee on Grievances, and GEORGE }OH:"f ROBE, for 

many years a member of the same committee. From their reports we had 

occasion to know something of these brethren, and from them as well u from 
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a personal correspondence with Bro. HoBE, we appreciate fully the remark of 

the Grand Master that they were good masons and good men. 

~.,.ith characteristic promptitude, upon the. receipt of the news of the destruc, 

tion of Galveston, he at once telegraphed to the Grand Master of Texas one 

thousand dollars, to be used in relieving the dis'tress and suffering caused by 
the flood. 

Of the condition of the craft, he says: 

" It is gratifying to ine to be able to report that :Masonry is prospering 
throughout the entire State-that the past year has been one marked by gains 
in membership as well as by progress along lines which lead to a better fra
ternal feeling among the lodges and members. The net gain for the year has 
been over :I,Ioo, which is a larger one than ever before. I believe this great 
gain to be due to the increased interest shoV~-TI by the members and officers of 
the lodges in the work of Masonry. The revision of our ritual has helped in 
the accomplishment of the result, and more than all, I am satisfied that the 
establishment and successful operation of our Masonic Home has contributed 
to make this year such a distinct success." 

~~hen elected Grand :Master, he deemed that that position was inconsistent 

with being President of the Board of Trustees of the Masonic Home, and ten

dered his resignation of the latter position, but was finally induced to remain, 

and he had' the satisfaction of announcing that the Home is doing good work 

~or the Order, and he urged all the members of the Grand Lodge to visit it 

the next day in accordance with an invitation extended. 

He had granted dispensations for two new lodges and various dispensations 

for other matters, a list of which is given in the Grand Secretary's report. 

The Grand Lodge had adopted a uniform code of by-laws for the subordi

nate lodges, and in the examination of revised and amended codes he had 

been compelled to return some of them without his approval. One of the pro

visions he refers to as follov.'S : 

"In spite of the fact that in 1898 this Grand Lodge decided that a standing 
resolution, requiring that every application to remit dues should be made in 
writing or in person by the delinquent, was illegal and contrary to the Con
stitution of this Grand Lodge, which decision has been published in Sec. 831, 
Anderson's Manual, yet I think that such a provision is on the books of many 
lodges in this jurisdiction, either as a standing resolution or as one of its 
by-laws, and that many Masters require such applications to be made in writ
ing or personally by the delinquent, and will not listen to any of the brethren 
who desire to show that the brother who is about to be suspended for non
payment of dues is indeed unable to pay his arrearages. This is entirely 
wrong, contrary to express law, and unmasonic. As long ago as 1873, it was 
decided by this Grand Lodge that no lodge should allow one of its members 
to be suspended for non-payment of dues without knowing, among other 
things, that the member has ability to pay. (Jos, Anderson's Manual.) This 
has ever since been the settled law of California; yet these lodges, by their 
by-laws or standing resolution, cast the burden of proof upon a delinquent, and 
say that he is to be suspended unless he himself, in person or by written com
munication, asks for the remission of his dues. 

"I am convinced that in consequence of this misconception of law, and these 
ille~ resolutions or by-laws, many brethren who are really innocent of wrong, 
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~but who are unab1e to pay the stated assessment levied by their lodges, and 
who are, perhaps, too proud to make confession of that fact, are suspended 
for non-payment of dues, when some of the brethren present at the meeting 
are able and willing to tell to the lodge the facts of the case. I would there
fore recommend that this Grand Lodge direct the proper officers to notify each 
lodge that such a by-law or resolution is invalid, and call the; lodge's attention 
to the true masonic and charitable rule which has prevailed in this jurisdiction 
for nearly thirty years." 

'VIle are very glad to see this, because it is the doctrine that we have advo

cated for years, and against the views of others, who hold that unless a brother 

himself pleads his inability to pay dues, it is to be assumed that he is able to 

pay and is treated accordingly. 

One of the lodges had built a haU, and for that purpose had borrowed twelve 

thousand dollars and secured it by a mortgage on the property, but it did not 

pay its interest, and finally the mortgage amounted to seventeen thousand dol· 

lars, while the building and lot was at the same time not worth more than ten 

thousand. The Jodge refused to do anything more than to tum over the 

building and lot in payment of the mortgage; but the Grand Master held 

othenvise, and at a meeting called for the purpose, the lodge agreed to carry 

out an offer made by the holder of the mortgage, but the Grand !Vlaster learned 

that nothing had been done in that direction, and the matter was reported to 

the Grand Lodge for its consideration. The Grand Lodge sustained the 

Grand Master, and ordered the lodge to settle the debt and then "disincor

porate" itself. 

He decided in effect that masonic law requires lodges to pay their debts, 

and that no technical defence should be allowed. 

He had several cases before him which he seems to have disposed of wisely, 

but which are not of sufficient general importance to call for specific notice. 

In one case he set aside the election of two candidates, because it appeared 

that at the time of the ballot there were no cubes in the box, and decided that 

it is the duty of the Master, when it is brought to his attention, to examine the 

ballot box carefully and see whether there are cubes in it or not before he an

nounces that the candidate is elected. 

The Grand Lodge approved the decision and adopted the follo"~ng regula

tion to prevent trouble hereafter: 

" \Vhenever a ballot is to be taken upon either an application for the degrees 
or for affiliation. the ballot box shall be inspected by the Master and the 
VVT ardens, and each of said officers shall examine both compartments of said 
box and ascertain whether the same is properly prepared." 

The Grand Master announced a large number of decisiOns, among them the 

follo"~ng, which was approved by the Grand Lodge: 

"No brother will be permitted to resign from Masonry, or renounce the 
Order. He may withdraw from the particular lodge in which he holds mem
bership, but for him to even attempt to renounce Masonry is an offence aud 
should be punished." 
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We greatly regret to see this, as we believe it to be in contravention of tht! ~ 
pledge given the candidate at the very start. 'Ve believe, as we have fre~ 

quentl y stated, that when a man in good faith conscientiously comes to the 

conclusion that his duty to God interferes with his being a mason, he ought 

to be permitted quietly to retire practically from the Order. Of course, if he 

should afterwards violate any of the laws of Masonry, he should be dealt with 

as if he had remained a mason. 

The follovi'i.ng decision was also approved: 

"At the installation of a Master elect an opportunity is given to object to 
the illstallation, and if such objection is made, it is the duty of the installing 
officer to inquire into the reasons urged by the brother objecting. Should it 
appear on inquiry that the reasons are proper ones upon which to base charges, 
then for the reason that the pendency of charges does not prevent the installa· 
tion of a Master elect, it is the duty of the installing officer to proceed with 
the installation. It would be a very extraordinary state of facts which would 
justify the insta11ing officer in refusing to install a lviaster who has been duly 
elected by the lodge and presents the proper certificate of qualification." 

The same question has arisen in Maine practically, and the decision was that 

in such a case it is the duty of the installing officer, if the objections are such 

as should prevent his installation and are evidently made in good faith, to post~ 

pone the installation, that the truth of the objections might be inquired into. 

In Maine there have been cases in which such objections were made, the par

ties were heard and the objections sustained, and the party "\\'as not installed 

into office. VVe cannot think that M. W. Bro. PATTON or the committee 

could have very fully considered the matter. 

The Grand Master made the same decision, as to waiver of jurisdiction by 

·one of several lodges having concurrent jurisdiction, as is the law in Maine. 

The committee reported against it, but the Grand Lodge sustained it, and, as 

we think, correctly. 

The Grand Secretary, Bro. GEORGE JoHNSON, reported very gratifying in· 

crease of the library, and gives a very full account of the operations in his 

office during the year. 

He finds that the Mechanic's [nstitute had only a part of the Proceedings 

of the Grand Lodge in its library, and he made up a full set, and in this con

nection he says: 

"It was assumed by the undersigned, as it has been heretofore, that it would 
be the wish- of the Grand Lodge that its history be perpetuated, not only by 
the annual transmission of its proceedings to its constituent lodges, but by the 
deposit of its biennially bound volumes v.ith at least one of the prominent 
libraries of the State." 

We concur most fully in this, and perhaps should be more liberal even than 

our brother in relation to putting our Proceedings :in public libraries, where 

they would probably be appreciated, and open to the use of the public. 
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All the lodges had made returns, and erroneous ones been corrected, and 

the dues paid in full. 

The Grand Lecturer reports the holding of a large number of Lodges of 

Instruction, with the usual good results, and congratulates the fraternity upon 

the result of the official visits of the Inspectors. 

The various boards of relief presented their reports, showing that they had 

had a pretty busy year, and had expended quite a large sum in assisting dis

tressed brethren, widows and orphans. 

The report on the Home shows that it was in a prosperous condition, and 

that the grounds were greatly improved. Eighty acres had been planted with 

orchards. The Trustees say that books would be a very acceptable donation 

to the Home. The number of inmates had increased during the year, num

bering sixty-two at the date of the report, thirty-one of whom were aged men, 

fourteen women, ten boys and seven girls. 

An effort had been made to allow the transfer of membership in such man

ner that a member does not cease tG be a member of one lodge, until he be

comes a member of another, as may be done in Maine; but unfortunately the 

proposition was coupled "\l"ith a provision that a three-fourths vote should 

elect, and the Grand Lodge refused to adDpt the proposed amendment, and 

we think wisely. 

Upon the able report of the. Committee on Jurisprudence, the physical per

fection doctrine is repealed, and the follov•;ing adopted in its stead: 

"The person who desires to be made a mason must be a man; no woman 
nor eunuch; free born, being neither a slave nor the son of a bond woman; a 
believer in God and a future existence ; of moral conduct; capable of reading 
and writing; having no maim or defect in his body that may render him in
capable of learning the art, and physically able to conform literally to what 
the several degrees respectively require of him." 

The committee reported that the construction given by the Grand Lodge 

for many years to the old regulation was not contemplated by the framers of 

it, saying: 

u That this was not the effect anticipated by the framers of our Regulation 
1s evident from a perusal of their report accompanying the Regulation in 1864 
(Proc. r864, p. 363), for in that report they expressly repudiate the idea that 
absolute perfection is essentiaJ, and asking where, out of the 'Celestial Lodge 
above' is such pedection to be found, they well said that such a requirement 
would have proved the death of the Fraternity." 

The same committee had ma-ny other matters before them, nearly all depend~ 

ing upon local law. 

An effort was made to increase the difficulty of the restoration of a member 

suspended for non-payment of dues, but the committee reported against it, 

saying: 

"Our legislation in regard to members suspended for· non-payment of dues 
is already very stringent. In some respects such members are in a worse posi. 

APP- 2{ G. L.. 
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tion than those suspended for unmasonic conduct, and it may well be doubted 
whether any further obstacles should be placed in the way of srch of them as 
desire to restore themselves to standing among masons." 

But their report was not accepted, and while the proposition received a large 

vote, it failed to receive the necessary vote required by the Constitution, and 

the matter goes over for final action at the next annual session. 

An immense amount of routine business, some of it of a great deal of inter

est, 1\'aS transacted, but we must refrain from further discussion of it. 

The Report on Correspondence (140 pp.) was presented by Bro. VliLUAJ\-J 

ABRAHAM DAVIES. It is very carefully prepared, showing a close examina

tion of all the Proceedings, and the matters of most interest selected for notice 
with great care. 

'Ve regret to find that his printer makes no distinction, so far as type is con

cerned, between the original matter and the extracts, and while perhaps for 

the ordinary reader it is not of so much importance, yet we believe that it 

would be more generally read if his printer would follow the method which 

has heretofore prevailed. 

In his introduction, under the head of" The Grand Lodge of Washingtcn," 

he says: 

"The sentiment developed by the action of the Grand Lodge of \Vashing
ton upon the subject of Negro Masonry is, so far as heard from, about as fol~ 
lows: Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Indiana, Kentucky, Lousiana, Mississippi, 
New Jersey, North Carolina and Pennsylvania have suspended fraternal in
tercourse. 

"The following Grand Lodges earnestly appealed to the Grand Lodge of 
Washington to reconsider its action: Arizona, California, Georgia, Maine, 
Manitoba, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Nebraska, New Hampshire, 
New York and Oklahoma. , 

"The follovd.ng Grand Masters hi.LVe· earnestly disapproved, but Grand 
Lodge has taken no action: Connecticut, District of Columbia, Oregon and 
British Columbia. 

"The following have taken no action: Canada, Colorado, Illinois, Mis
souri, Montana, New Brunswick, New Mexico, North Dakota and Nova 
Scotia. 

" No Grand Lodge has endorsed the action of the Grand Lodge of Wash-
ington. 

"So endeth the first lesson." 

In his conclusion, in relation to the same matter, he says: 

"The action of the Grand Lodge of Washington came like a thunderbolt in 
a clear sky, and it will be many years before its pernicious effects are oblit
erated and forgotten. 

"That the masons of that jurisdiction v.riii abandon the false position in 
which they have been placed by ambitious leaders, is as sure as that the sun 
rises in the East, and the Fratern_ity wi11 patiently wait for its restoration to 
its former position in American Freemasonry." 

In hi& review of Maine he feels that our preference of the Maine practice in 

relation to lodges under dispensation is more a matter of theory than practical 

conditions. Now as a matter of fact, the practice now prevailing was adopted 
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specially to meet practical conditions. It was found that if a petitioner for a 

lodge under dispensati9n took his dimit and t~e charter was not granted, he 

was left an unaffiliated mason, with not the best kind of chances for regaining 

his membership. So that our law pr'o~ides that instead of requiring him to 

take his dimit, his membership in his old lodge is suspended during the life of 

the lodge under dispensation~ and if no charter is granted, he resumes his 

membership at once. If the charter is granted, it then requires him to file his 

dimit with the Grand Secretary before the charter is issued. 

It may be true, as Bro. DAVIES says, that almost always a dispensation is 

followed by a charter. If that is to be so always, we might just as wen au
thorize the Grand Master to issue a charter at once and be done with it. The 

California system i.s liable to the objection, that in a pretty close case, the 

Grand Lodge will grant a charter rather than throw all the petitioners out of 

lodge membership; whereas, such a consideration as this ought not to exist in 

these days in favor of granting a charter, when the great danger is that too 

many charters wiH be granted in any event. 

As to the "Wisconsin proposition, we have said all we desire, and besides, 

we do not wish to "speak ill of the dead." 

"'H,e says further: 

"Bro. Estee's ·w·ashington report is also commended; but, Bro. Drummond, 
\Vhat of the night? Is the half-hearted disclaimer of the ¥\' ashington sage to 
be taken for good money, or what is the end? " 

Ultimately yes~ because in a matter of that character the actiurt of the Grand 

I .odge should 'be looked at, and not merely what it may say in connection with 

that action. Our Brother must remember the terrible disappointment of the 

"\1\rashington sage," caused by the universal action of the Grand Lodges· 

"''hile we have no hesitation in sayjng that we think the Grand Lodge of 

\Vashington went further than was proper in allowing the authors of the evil 

to fume and fret about the proceedings, yet, inasmuch as the Grand Lodge 

absolutely repealed its obnoxious action, we should pay no regard whatever to 

the Chinese tom-toms which accompany it. It was a difficu1t place in which 

to place the loyal brethren of Washington, and we should not wonder if they 

did concede more than, from our stand-point, we think that they should have 

conceded. ·y.,.r e believe the large mass of masons ?f Washington to be 

loyal to the lav.-s of masonry, including the law of jurisdiction, and we very 

greatly regret that any Grand Lodge, on account of what they allowed to be 

said in C.()nnecti-on ·with the repeal of these resolUtions, should not have taken 

the action in good faith and withdrawn aH resolutions of non-intercourse. 

~.,. e have reason to believe that the administration of the Grand Lodge of 

V\l.,.ashington during the current year is in sylllpathy "ith the rights asserted 

by her sister Grand Lodges, and we believe that it ''"ill so continue. 

We speak of this at this length because it is a matter of importance, and we 

I 
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believe that it is important that the authors of the mischief should not have 

the satisfaction of looking on a_r-d saying, "Well, we h~ve kept the masons of 

the country in a state of ferment and excitement, if we have achieved nothing 

else." 

In his Conclusion Bro. DAVIES says: 

"We are glad to be able to congratulate the Fraternity upon the affirmation 
by the Supreme Court of New York, of the doctrine laid down by the courts 
of California and Ohio-that no court of equity V!rill interfere to prevent the 
carrying out of a judgment of suspension or expulsion a.s finally confirmed by 
the Grand Lodge having jurisdiction. This doctrine was laid down by the 
Supreme Court of New Y ark in the case of Kopp vs. '\~rhite, a case in which 
a disgruntled brother invoked the civil law to revoke the judgment of his 
brethren in Masonry, and wherein the court told him, in effect, that as he 
probably got his deserts, he shouJd be satisfied with the judgment of his 
brethren in a matter of social obligation and reciprocal expectations." 

We refer to this especially in connection V~o~th our previous remarks about 

the incorporation of lodges, as we think it will be found that the fact of incor~ 

poration cuts no figure at all in these decisions. 

CANADA, 1900. 

We have the portraits of five Past Grand Masters, M. '\V. Bros. JAMES 

Kn .. KPATRICK KERR, vv:rLLlAM HE~RY WELLER, JAMES A. HENDERSON' 

, THOMAS MoFFATT and DANIEL SPRY, who were Grand :Masters from 1875 to 

1883, inclusive. 
The Grand Lodge held quite a number of emergent communication.!"! to lay 

corner stones and dedicate halls. 

At the annual communication, held in London, the Grand Lodge was v;el~ 

comed by the Mayor with an address to which the Grand Master responded. 

Thereupon the Grand Lodge v..'aS opened and a deputation from the local 

lodges presented an address, to which the Grand Master responded. 

The Grand Master, EDWARD T. MALONE, delivered a very complete ad

dress; and of the condition of the craft he says: 

"It is a pleasure to again note the reports of peace and prosperity from 
every district in the jurisdiction. From correspondence of my Deputies, I am 
able to assure you of a respectable increase in our membership. I find that 
skilled brethren preside over the lodges, and that no appeal for charity has 
been neglected. It will be gratifying to learn that during the year Grand 
Lodge expended in charitable grants the sum of $r4,o8s. and that the subordi
nate lodges expended for the same purpose $1 r,gOI.jO, making a total of 
$2 5,986.Jo, without taking into account the local Boards of Relief; while large 
sums have been contributed by the ~odges in aid of the Sick Children's Hos
pital, the Patriotic Fund, the Red Cross Fund. and the Ottawa F-ire sufferers. 
Our receipts during the year have exceeded those of any previous year, while 
our membership roll shows a net increase of 1,238, making the total member
ship of Grand Lodge :26,195· We continue to hold, and I trust merit, the 
friendship and good-will of every legitimate Grand Lodge in the world." 
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· He pays tributes to the dead of the year, including many of other jurisdic~ 

twns. 

He had granted but one dispensation for a new lodge, but had made many 

visitations; in fact, he had visited every section of the Province with the ex

ception of the extreme north, and he speaks in high terms of the results. But 

his efforts were directed toward "bringing back the dimitted masons," and he 

made his vi'5itations beneficial morally and intellectually, saying that the day 

has long passed when the visit of a Grand Master is made an occasion of a 

carousal." 

He regretted to report that in some Jodges he had noticed an " indication of 

ward politics in the election of officers," and he condemns the practice in 

strong terms; but he met an answer for which he was not looking, and that 

was, that as long as the Grand Lodge allowed it in its own body, the subordi

nate bodies could not be condemned! Of course he assented to this, but 

made it an occasion for serious condemnation of the practice, wherever it oc

curs, and urged that the remedy suggested by Past Grand l.Vlaster HuGH 

~1URRAY should be adopted, which is, to vote against every candidate who 

should approach one seeking his support. 

He had found, also, an evil in the distribution of begging circulars and 

"chain ]etters," and he speakS very highly of the efforts of the Grand Secre

tary of Michigan, who returned the letters and reported the case to the Grand 

Master. 

He was asked for a definition of the words "improper solicitation," when 
applied to candidates for admission to the Order, and his reply was that any 

solicitation is "improper," and he uses vigorous language in enforcing this 

.idea. 

He regrets that he Vi-"as unable to be present at the Washington Centennial, 

and speaks kind words of the occasion and the man whose memory was han

ored. 

He gives a brief account of the great fires which destroyed the city of Hull 

and the city of Ottawa. He responded to the call for aid by sending a c\leck 

for two thousand doJlars, to be distributed among the sufferers in those places; 

and he acknowledges the receipt of an equal amount from· the Grand Lodge 

of New York. 

He refers to the war in China and the war in South Africa, and calls atten

tion to the creation of a Patriotic Fund, to which, in behalf of the Grand Lodge, 

he contributed one thousand dollars. 

He had obtained the names of many of the brethren who had joined any of 

the contingents for service, and urges the Grand Lodge to secure the names of 

others, ahd he concludes the matter as follows : 
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"Show the way, England~ 
Let that grim Master 
Of Earth's dread disaster
Let the war shadow 
But darken your sun. 
Trust your child, Canada; 
She will be with you, 
Shoulder to shoulder, 
Gun to your gun. 
She ·will reply with you, 
Fight for you, 
Die with you. 
So, wide to the world 
Be the old fiag unfurled. 
Show the way~ England!" 

He reports the case of invasion of jurisdiction by a Canadian lodge in initi

ating a Canadian~ resident in British Columbia. He investigated the matter 

and decided against the Canadian lodge,. a~d he add<> that ·he has every hope 

of making a settlement satisfactory to the British Columbia brethren. 

In our review of the latter Grand Lodge, we said that we should look for 

the result with much interest, and we here find that our Canadian brethren 

recognize the rule which prevails this side of the line, as undoubtedly the cor

rect rule, although it has not yet been adopted by the Grand Lodge of Eng

land. 

The reports of the Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer show that the~r 

several departments are in good condition. 

The disbursements on account of charity had been very large, in addition to 

the three thousand dollars to which we have already alluded. 

The reports of the District Deputy Grand Masters take up two hundred and 

twenty pages of these Proceedings, and yet an examination of them shows that 

not much could have been omitted. It is true that sometimes an occasion of 

festivity was recorded at moderate length, but as a whole the reports are con

fined to practical matters. 

The Committee on the Condition of :Masonry report that 354 of the lodges 

had been visited, leaving seven only that had not been; a\ld the committee 

compliment the District Deputy Grand .MasterS for the faithful and efficient 

discharge of the duties of the office. 

They complained, however, that some of the lodges have not re-imbursed 

the expenses of the Deputies. 1~l e had supposed that these expenses were 

paid by the Grand Lodge, as we think they should be, but at any rate, if the 

lodges do not, the Grand -Lodge should see it done. 

The committee further say: 

"In almost every instance the Deputies report a most prosperous year, a 
year remarkable not only for the success which has attended the lodges finan
cially and numericalJy, but also for the harmony which prevails among the 
lodges and brethren. Not one case of unmasonic conduct has been reported 
to them; not a ripple has disturbed the peace which prevails throughout the 
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j nrisdiction. This is reiterated again and again; and the Board are informed 
that the few cases of grievance which are before the Committee on Grievances; 
and Appeals are undecided cases of former years. 

* * * * * * * * * 
" The reason that a greater number of lodges of instruction have not been1 

held is that several of the D. D. G. Masters are of opinion that greater good' 
is accomplished by the custom, which is becoming quite common, of the offi~ 
cers of one lodge being invited to visit another lodge, and to confer the 
degrees." 

Three evils, however, were noted. One, the neglect of secretaries to collect 

dues; second, tardiness in opening the lodge and getting to work; third, keep

ing the meetings open to too late an hour. But the committee adds : 

"The Board close their report with the conviction that never before in the 
history of Ma..r;;onry in this jurisdiction has Craft Masonry been in as flourish
ing a condition as at the present time." 

The Board of Benevolence reports the disbursement of $6,290 on ;tpplica

tion from private lodges, and $4,655 on application from local boards, sho,ving 

a grand total, including the grants to funds, to lodges and local boards of relief 

during the year, of $r8,358.61. 

The announcement that Bro. J. Ross RoEERTSON is preparing a history of 

the Grand Lodge, was received with great pleasure, and the Grand Lodge ap

pointed him to the honorary position of Historian of the Grand Lodge, and it 

appropriated four hundred dollars for the purchase of copies of the history for 

presentation to other Grand Lodges. 

M. Vl. Bro. WILLIAM A. SuTHERLAND, Past Grand Xlaster of New York, 

was introduced and welcomed; and honorary membership in the Grand Lodge, 

v.-ith the rank of Past Grand Master, was conferred Upon him. 

We also notice, very greatly to our satir;;faction, that the rank of Past Grand 

Master was conferred upon R. VV. Bro. }oHN J. MAsON, Grand Secretary for 

so many years, and in addition a testimonial was presented to our brother i 

but we regret to find that in consequence of illness he was unable to be pres

ent at that time, and it was accepted in his behalf by Bro. HUGH MURRAY. 

The Report on Correspondence (109 pp.) was again presented by our vet

eran brother, HENRY RoBERTSON. In his introduction he says: 

''The craft in general is very prosperous, pursuing the even tenor of its way, 
spreading the blessinW3 of peace and concord in every direction, teaching its 
members to observe more faithfully the Golden Rule, developing the doctrine 
of unity in the prosecution of good works, and comforting the widow, the 
orphan and the needy by practical benevolence and unfailing sympathy. May 
it long continue." 

His report, as heretofore, consists almost entirely of a brief abstract, sup· 

plemented by extracts showing the views and action of other Grand Lodges 

in their own words. It is an exceedingly interesting report to read, but gives 

no opportunity for any particular discussion. 
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COLO~ADO, 1900. 

We have the portraits, with a brief biographica1 sketch, of the present 

Grand Master, JOSEPH VV. Mu.soM, and Past Grand Masters ARCHIBALD ]

VAN DERRN, ERNEST LE 'X EVE FosT~R, and GEORGE \V. RoE, and last, but 

by no means least, of En. C. PARMELEE1 Grand Secretary. We are glad to 

see them all, but specially pleased to see the latter . 

.Bro. PARMELEE became Grand Secretary ,in r866, the year after we com

menced V\.'!iting Reports on Correspondence, and has been a feature of Colo

rado Proceedings ever since, although this is the first time his portrait has 

appeared in them. His biography well says, that his work "has done much 
to place and keep the reputation of all the masonic bodies of this State at the 

front, among the best and foremost in the United Statl~s." 

The Representatives of other _Grand Lodges were received with the Grand 

Honor11o and fraternally welcomed, and Past Grand .Master \VooDRURV re

sponded. 

Of course, our Representative, Bro. PARMELEE, was present ,-,.·ith the others. 

The Grand Master, ALPHONSE A. BURNAND, in his address thus speaks of 

the condition of the craft : 

"I take great pleasure in reporting that the condition of the lodges is 
healthy and prosperous. 'Vith few exceptions all have performed considerable 
work, the number raised during the year being 427. The increa..<>e in member" 
ship, however, will not be as large as had been expected, as it is very much 
curtailed by deaths, dimits, and the usual suspensions for N. P. D. 

"I might add that peace and harmony usua11y prevails. Only here and 
there have I discovered a note of discord, prompted by some one who has for
gotten or disregarded his sacred obligation. A mere ripple upon the sea of 
fraternalism, which soon passes from view." 

He had granted dispensations for two new lodges and performed a large 

amount of r~utine duties. 

He had made a very large number of visitations, the result of which he gives 

in tabular form. 

He regretted being unable to visit all the lodges, and therefore tried to visit 

those which had not been visited for many years. He thought that if his suc

cessors would adopt the same plan, each lodge might be visited by the Grand 

.Master once in three years. 

We do not know whether he paid his own expenses or not, but if obliged to 

do that no one could afford to be elected Grand Master unless he had plenty 

of leisure time and \\'aS able to be at a great deal of expense in performing the 

duties of the office. 

As one of the results of his visitations he says: 

"In my travels I have found that the vice of intemperance is not unknown 
among some of our members. This is especially the case in towns where, 
owing to the lack of comfortable reading rooms and other places of entertain
ment, men frequent the saloon_ I am also convinced that the vice is aug-



Correspondence-Colorado. 317 

men ted by the aversion of the brethren !o command reform, or in case of fail
ure, to protect the dignity and good name of their lodges by preferring charges. 
In such cases as have come to my notice, I have not minced my words, but 
have instructed the officers to admonish the erring, and .if that proved inef
fective, to prefer charges) and so rid the lodge of an element which has no 
respect for itself and brings the lodges and the craft into disrepute. I have 
also impressed the officers of the lodges with their own responsibility, sho\"t"ing 
them that they must be held acco1mtable for the good conduct of the brethren 
in their jurisdiction. To hold Up temperance to our initiates, as one of our 
great cardinal virtues, and then suffer members to roll about in a condition of 
inebriation, is to enact a farce, which must sooner or later destroy all the good 
influence, if not the life itself, of the lodge that permits it." 

He found that some residents of Colorado, while absent with the army, had 

received some of the degrees in army lodge.<;;, and while he believed that Grand 

Masters, who issue such dispensations, ought to limit the work of the lodge to 

residents of their jurisdiction, he had still permitted Colorado citizens to apply 

for the non-conferred degr~es in their m\--n lodge on their return home. 

He had ruled, contrary to the almost universal decision, that if a candidate 

removes from the jurisdiction of a lodge after he has been elected, the lodge 

loses jurisdiction over him, and he can only be made a mason in the lodge in 

whose jurisdiction he resides. 

It seems that in Colorado, lodges may bury suspended masons with masonic 

honors, and the Grand Master says that the law makes no distinction between 

those suspended for non-payment of dues and those suspended for other 

causes. In almost any other jurisdiction the burial of a suspended mason 

would subject all those engaged in it to severe discipline, and we cannot un~ 

derstand how it is allowed in Colorado; and yet we find that the Committee 

on Jurisprudence reported against taking any further action in the line sug

gested by the Grand Master. It may be. that practically the lodges make a 

distinction between those suspended for non-payment of dues and those sus

pended for masonic offences. If so, the law itself ought to make a distinction; 

and the practice shows that the suspension from the rights of Masonry for 

~ non-payment of dues is wrong. 

He decided that, under the law of his jurisdiction, a lodge receiving a request 

for a waiver, should notify the lodges having concurrent jurisdiction, and if 

any one of such lodges files an objection the waiver is denied thereby. 

In response to a question whether a lodge in Colorado can receive a petition 

for membership from a res.ident of Ca1ifon1ia, he says: 

~·No. Voluntary non-affiliation is a masonic offence. The offence is com
mitted against the la\\CS of the Grand Jurisdiction in which the non-affiliate 
resides. Each Grand Lodge provides the way and manner in which a mason 
can re-instate himself to good standing. It would. therefore, be not only 
highly discourteous, but a grave offence against the Grand Lodge of Califor
nia to receive the brother's petition, for it would have the effect of nullifying 
their statute against non-affiliates." 
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But the Grand Lodge, very properly~ in our judgment, reversed the decision., 

the committee saying that the Grand Lodge had formerly decided : 

" 'A brother residing within the ju1isdiction of one lodge has the right, and 
it js his privilege, to affiliate with and become a member of any lodge in another 
jurisdiction, Grand or Subordinate, that he may select. By uniting with a 
lodge, no matter how distant, he complies with the obligation of affiliation, and 
by thus contributing to the support of the institution he discharges his duty as 
a mason and becomes entitled to aU the privileges of the Order.'" 

And adding: 

"Having thus emphatically declared and decided that a brother living in 
our jurisdiction may, become a member of any lodge in any other jurisdiction 
according to his own will, we shovld insist on the converse of the proposition 
and hold that any brother, wherever he may reside, if in good standing, may 
petition and become a member of any lodge in our own jurisdiction." 

He gives a brief account of the \Vashington Centennial, speaking in very 

modest terms of the excellent address which he delivered upon that occasion. 

It will be remembered that the idea of commemorating this occasion was 

originated in the Grand Lodge of Colorado, and we believe by Past Grand 

Master RoGER W. WooDBURY, and the thanks of the fraten1ity everywhere 

are due to Bro. \VooDBVRY and the Colorado brethren for the manner in 

which they aided in carrying out the plan originated by them. 

The committee having charge of the matter made a report also, gtvmg a 

very brief statement of what was done, and stating that the matter had been 

incorporated in a volume, made up, as we judge) like a scrap book. But we 

note that the matter of publishing the full memorial was referred to a com

mittee, with power to have it published when a sufficient number of subscrip

tions should have been received. This is the first that we have noticed the 

matter, and we do not know whether the plan has been carried out. 

We very greatly regret to learn that the Grand Lecturer, Past Grand Master 

FoSTER, was unable to attend to his duties on account of accidentally breaking 

his 1eg, and,.before his recovery, by the serious illness of his wife. He reports 

that the publishers of :\lacoy's Manual had ,offered to print a manual to suit 

the Co1orado work, and the matter was brought before the Grand Lodge. It 

seems that they have been using Mackey's Manual, and the Grand Lodge 

voted ~hat it was inexpedient to make any change at present. 

The evening of the first day was spent in the exemp1ification of the work. 

It appears that seventeen of the lodges reported the reading of the Consti

tution, By-Laws and Decisions of the Grand Lodge in open lodge, and npon 

the report of the committee they were commended therefor. 

The usual routine business was transacted harmoniously, and the general 

view is that the Grand Lodge is in a prosperous condition. 

We note that the publication of the portrait of the Grand Secretary was by 

a vote ~£ the Grand Lodge, and the stee1-plate engraving was procured at the 

I 
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expense of the Grand Lodge. \Ve regard that tribute to our brother a._o; a well 

eamed one for his long, able and effective services. 

Tne lteport on Correspondence (172 pp.) was presented by Bro. LAWRENCE 

N. GREENLEAF, and maintains the high reputation which he has heretofore 

acquired. 

Referring to the action of the Grand Lodge of W<ishinghm, he says: 

"While the Grand Lodge of Washington may not have felt inclined to 'eat 
all of its own words,' its effort in that direction should be accepted in good 
faith, since there is no danger of any further declaration on the subject on its 
part." 

He revie\vs Maine for 1899 and I goo, confining himself pretty closely to a 

brief abstract of the proceedings. RefeTring to our remarks concerning physi

cal qualifications, he says : 

"\Ve would say that we shall be only too glad to quote the old charge in 
full, should we have occasion to refer to it hereafter. We want the most 
thorough investigation of these matters and do not believe in half truths." 

The Grand Master of Manitoba having decided that a man having lost his 

left leg above the knee, could be initiated into Masonry, he says: 

"And now ye advocates of liberal tendencies on the subject of physical 
qualification, roll thi.;; as a sweet morsel under your tongue, rejoice and be 
exceeding glad that the 'moral and intellectual qualifications' have scored a 
victory and the' physical' has gone glimmering. 

"The Grand Master seems ~o have given a literal construction to one of the 
most ancient of the Old Charges, viz: 'That he have his right limbs as a 
man ought to have,' (italics ours) nothing being said about the lift f But 
joking aside, the matter is of most serious moment, and we trust our fellow 
reporters will not fail to denounce this most .flagrant innovation. VVe have 
heard much of quibbling and vain repetition of the phrase 'that may render 
him incapable of learning the art, etc.' Here we have a case where the candi
date cannot take the first step in Masonry or conform in any manner to the 
requirements of the three degrees. Is it not the ultimate outcome of the lib
eral and sentimental ideas that have been forced upon the attention of the 
Fraternity ih late years, until even Grand 1\fasters are forgetful of their obli
gation to malntain the usages and customs of the Fraternity?" 

As this was said in a joke, we need not remind him of his promise that when 

he quoted the charge he would quote in full. Of the idea contained in the 

last sentence, we shall have occasion to speak later. 

In his review of Montana, he dweHs upon his particular fad, that in spite of 

history and practice of the fraternity, the law of physical qualification has ref

erence entirely to symbolism, and we note it merely to call attention to the 

fact that he assumes as the old law and the old practice the reverse of what 

was actually the case. 

tn his review of South Carolina he says: 

"Brother Ingles by is mistaken as to our views; there is nothing in our re
port to indicate that we are a progressionist ; on the contrary, all our writings 
for years have been in favor of adhering to the old traditions. If we throw 
our landmarks to the winds and view the old charges as 4 curios' of a past age, 

• 
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upon what sure foundations are we to rest, and in what respect will Masonry 
differ from modem benefit societies. \Vhy dispute over the number of land
marks, whether they be more or less? Customs and usages that have been in 
operation for nearly two centuries would seem to have acquired the force of 
landmarks. \\r e believe, for symbolical reasons, that we should adhere as 
dosely as possible to the law of physical qualification which has been in opera
tion in this country since Masonry was first introduced into the colonies." 

\Ve entirely agree with him The only trouble is that he reverses" the law 

in relation to physical qualifications which has been in operation in this country 

since Masonry '\\'aS first introduced into the colonies." The fact is that the rule 

almost universally prevailing, that physical qualifications refer entirely to the 

capacity of the candidate to do masonic workj which was the rule in practice in 

the old Grand Lodge of England and is now, as well as in the other Grand ~ 
Lodges in the Dependencies of the British Crown, and also in all the Grand 

Lodges which sprang from \vhat is called the Modem Grand Lodge of Eng-

land, and his rule has prevailed only in the very few jurisdictions which sprang 

from the so-called Ancients. Before he quietly assumes that the very-large 

~ajority of the Grand Lodges of the world are violating the old landmarks 

and usage, we think that he should show that that is a fact, well knoVir:ing, 

however, that he cannot show it. 

A great many of the masonic laws and customs and ceremonies, especially 

the latter, are of a symbolic character. VVe should like to have him examine 

this matter from a historical standpoint, and give us what he finds in relation 

to it. 

In his conclusion he notices efforts that are made to amend Constitutions 

by making all Grand Officers elective, \Vhich he does not favor. The reason 

given is that the Grand Master has practically the power to indicate who his 

remote successor shall be. The trouble is in allowing the doctrine of "promo

tion in line" to get a hold upon our Grand Bodies. We have broken it up in 

Maine by making a Grand \tV arden ineligible to re-election, and a Junior 

Grand "\Varden ineligible to promotion as Senior, and there has come to be 

very nearly a reason for putting into the Constitution a provision making a 
Grand Vi/ arden ineligible to any office, on account of an attempt that was made 

to establish the right of the outgoing Senior Grand "\Varden to promotion to 

Deputy Grand Master. l3ut we think that practically this has been broken 

up. It is true that we do not elect a man Deputy Grand Master whom we do 

not mean to elect Grand Master, for the reason that a man ·who is going to be 

Grand Master of this Grand Lodge, ought to give in advance attention to the 

study of the duties, and we make our intencled Grand Master Deputy, gener

ally for two years., to give him that opportunity . 
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DELAWARE, 1900. 

The laontispiece is a portrait of the retiring Grand Master, VliLLIAM W. 

BLACK, )R. 

In his address M. VY~. Bro, BLACK announces the deaths of seven mem

bers of the Grand Lodge, five of whom were Past Masters, besides F:ist S. G. 

\\-~arden JoHN BRO\VN RoBERTS and Past Grand Master JosEPH \\'. H. 

"r ATS'uN. 

Bro. YV ATSO~ had more than a local reputation both as a business man and 

as a mason. His services as Grand :Master and on the Committee on Juris

prudence, sho\.v that he "'·as deeply interested in Masonry and able and efficient 

in the discharge of all the duties imposed upon him. 

In his conclusion the Grand Master says: 

"-Upon the death of our Past Grand Officers much difficulty has been ex
perienced in obtaining the . proper data for \vriting a suitable memorial. I 
wo~Jd therefore recommend that a committee be appointed to prepare a list of 
questions concerning tbe private, public, and masonic life, and send it to our 
present and past Grand Officers, to be filled up promptly and returned to the 
committee, who will report results attained to the next session of the Grand 
Lodge." 

Very many vdll agree with him in the wisdom of this recommendation, for, 

although we may live almost side by side v..rith a brother and know him very 

well, yet when we come to write a tribute to his memory, we find that we know 

scarcely anything of the details of the history of the-person whom we think we 

know so well. 

Of visitations he says: 

u I am happy to report that I have visited all Jodges in this Grand Jurisdic
tion, many of them more than -once, and devoted much time giving instruction 
to officers-elect and newly-made brethren. I find a majority of lodges have 
good financial management, while several are very negligent in the collection 
of dues. ln all the lodges, ·with the excep6on of two, it was my pleasure to 
witness the conferring of degrees, and with but few exceptions the work was 
done in an able and impressive manner1 which is in a great measure due to the 
untiring efforts of the three able and efficient instructors, who are ever ready 
at all times to sacrifice their own business for the benefit of the craft. It was 
my pleasure at several of the lodges to confer degrees upon candidates, at 
some of which I was ably assisted by officers of the Grand Lodge, as well as 
other members of the craft." 

And of the condition of the craft : 

" It is a great source of pleasure to be able to report that peace and har
mony prevail throughout the jurisdiction; there is an entire absence of internal 
discord, dissension, or even dispute, and in my judgment the brethren have 
never manifested a greater interest in the workings of our noble Order." 

At the last session of the Grand Lodge a committee was appointed to pre

pare an explanatory lecture for the first degree, and such a lecture was re

ported, exemplified and adopted. Vl e had supposed that the masonic work 

everywhere included such a lecture. 
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He gives a letter from the Grand Master of Washington, desiring to ex

change representatives, and he brought the matter before the Grand Lodge; 

but we regret to find that the Grand Lodge continued its action of the year 

before, not being satisfied "'ith the meaning of the action of the Grand Lodge 

of \.Vashington in repealing the resolutions which were the cause of the differ

ence. 

He gives a brief account of the Washington Centennial, regretting very 

greatly that he and his delegation did not reach Washington in season to at

tend the session of the Grand Lodge at Alexandria on the evening of the 

thirteenth of December. 

In closing his account, he says: 

" \tVhile every courtesy was extended to us by all, we especial1y mention 
Most VVorshipful Brother R. T. \"l. Duke, Jr., Grand Master of Virginia, and 
Alfred R. Courtney, Past Grand Master of Virginia and Chairman of the Ex
ecutive Committee. As a representative of the Grand Lodge of Delaware, I 
take this occasion to offer my sincere thanks to the brethren at Vlashington 
for their many acts of courtesy and kindness extended to us while in their 
midst. More particularly are we under obligations to Most Vl orshipful Bro. 
DUke, always genial, courteous, kind and warm-hearted, and deeply impressed 
v.'ith the solemnity of the ceremony. There will always be a warm spot in the 
hearts of Delaware masons for the Illustrious brother, Grand Master of Vir
ginia. The occasion was a success in every sense of the word, and will long 
be remembered as the greatest event known to American Masonry." 

This was the universal sentiment of all who Were present, and will be one of 

the things longest to be remembered by the participants. 

Delaware is divided into three districts for holding Schools of Instruction. 

In \~lilmington the lodge is held every Saturday night from November until 

June. There are ten lodges in the district so nearly connected with VVilming

ton by trolley, that the members have the advantage of attending the schools 

at very little expense, and the lodges in that district, v.'ith a very few excep

tions, are doing good work. In the second district a school of instruction was 

held with each lodge, as the lodges are very much scattered, and the same is 

true of the third district. But the instructors had been earnest and active, 

and very good work had been done ill those districts, and yet the Grand Master 

says that there iS need of improvement in the work of certain lodges, and sug

gests that every lodge should insist that all its officers should attend these 

schools of instruction. 

An application came during the session of ~he Grand Lodge for the recog

nition of the Grand Lodge of V\'~estern Australia. Bro. ]ACKSOX, of the Com

mittee on Foreign Correspondence, stated that as everythihg appeared to be 

regular he would move that the Grand Lodge be recognized, but the matter 

was referred to a committee, upon whose recommendation, made a little later, 

recognition was accorded. 

The action in relation to the Grand X,..odge of V..' ashington was as follows: 
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"As to the request of the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of VV ashington 
for an exchange of representatives, we recommend that the resolution passed 
at the last annual communication of this Grand Lodge be continued in force, 
and decline an exchange of representatives until this Grand Lodge is satisfied 
that the Grand Lodge of ¥lashington shall have ab!'ioluttly a11d unt:quivocaliy 
receded from its former position." 

Upon the application of M. VV. THO~As ]. SHRYOCK, Grand Master of 

~laryland, permission was given to a Maryland lodge to meet on the-Delaware 

side of the town in which it is situated, for one year, while the lodge was erect

ing a hall. 

The Grand Master declined to approve the by-laws of a lodge, which pro

vided that members in arrears should not be entitled to vote at elections or 

hold office, and the following report of the committee in relation thereto was 

adoptedo 

"Your Committee on Jurisprudence, to ·whom ,,~as referred the report of the 
Committee on By-Laws. would report that while there is no constitutional pro
vision bearing directly on this point, in their opinion no member of any lodge 
can be deprived of any of his rights and privileges as such member without 
charges having been preferred and trial had. The right to vote in his lodge 
and to hold office in same is a privilege inherent in his membership. Our 
decision, therefore, is that any such provision in the by-laws of any lodge de
priving members when in arrears for dues of the privilege of voting or holding 
office is unlawful, and we recommend that all such provisions in the by-laws of 
any subordinate lodge in this jurisdiction be stricken out." 

There are a few jurisdictions in which such by-laws are allowed, but they 

are gene'rally held to be contrary tq masonic usage and right. 

The Grand Master and other brethren from New Jersey visited the Grand 

Lodge, were received with due honors, and addressed the Grand Lodge, greatly 

to the satisfaction of all present. 

The Report on Correspondence (71 pp.) was presented by Bro. LEWIS H. 
]AcK·so:'L It is an exceedingly brief abstract of the proceedings, with occa

sional brief comments. 

The law in Delaware is evidently the same as the law in :Maine, in relation 

to the restoration of brethren for the non~payment of dues: 

"VVith us payment of dues re-instates without action of the lodge. But we 
cannot approve of the practice of charging a brother for privileges he is de
prived of during his term of suspension." 

It ·will be noted, ho\vever, that in Maine we have limited the privilege to five 

years, for a case arose in which an attempt was made by the friends of the 

brother to restore him ,..,·hen he was in need and had been suspended from. 

membership for very many years; and we think it right that if payment shall 

restore, it shall be done within a reasonable time, and we think that fi.\'e y~ars 

is by no means an unreasonable time. 

He quotes the decision of Grand Master CHOATE: 
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"A Master may call any brother to preside in his presence a!td under his 
direction, and so long as the Master is present and directing the proceedings 
of the lodge the work may go on, but no longer." 

And adds: 

"The above is in accord with our own experience and practice as Master, 
more than twenty years ago, when we were invited to do work for others and 
invited others to do work for us." 

These quotations illustrate the method of the preparation of his reports, in 

which, as we have heretofore said, he condenses a vast amount of information 

into a little space. 

FLORIDA, 1901. 

We have for a frontispiece the portrait of M. \V. Bro. \N1LUA~1 A. Mc

LEAN, Grand Master from 1878 to r88o. 
Two special communications were held during the year; one to constitute a 

lodge and the other to lay the comer stone of the new masonic temple now 

being built at Tat:npa. The Deputy Grand Master, Svn. L. CARTER, delivered 

a very fine oration on the latter occasion. 

At the annual communication, there was a full representation of the lodges, 

and especially of the Representatives of Grand Lodges. 

The Grand Master, SILAS B. VlRIGHT, delivered an address of great interest. 

He had made quite a number of visitations, but speaks of them only in a gen

eral manner, except he makes special mention of one where he met M. "\V. 

P~t Grand Master SAM. C. LAWRENCE an.d his brother, PastS. G. 'N. DANIEL 

W. LA \\I'RENCE, of Massachusetts, and on .which occa....,ion he raised to the 

sublime degree of Master Mason, his own son. 

He earnestly urges upon th~ lodges that the social side of Masonry should 

not be neglected, and thinks that at their meetings a few moments should be 

spent in social intercourse, especially when new members or visiting brethren 

are present. 

Regarding the issuing of a dispensation for a new lodge as a most important 

fact, he had felt obliged to refuse the only petition that was presented. 

He announced that one lodge had surrendered its charter. 

He gives some valuable information in relation to Vl est em Australia. It 

seems that in December, 'g8, a number of breth,ren met and resolved to form 

what they called the H Sovereign Grand Lodge of \Vestern Australia," but they 

were neither officers or members of any lodge, and of course their proceedings 

. were entirely void. The following February, the English lodges took mea..sures 

looking to the formation of a Grand Lodge. Thirty-three of the thirty-four 

English lodges concurred in the movement, but there \Vere twenty-four Scot

tish lodges in the· colony which under the Constitution of thE:ir Grand Lodge 

were prohibited from taking any part in the matter, and there were two Irish 
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lodges that failed to participate. Recognition had been granted to this Grand 

Lodge by the Grand Lodges of EngJand, :!\ ew South '\Vales, Victoria and 

others. As this movement was participated in by a majority of all the regular 

Grand J"odges in the colony, it would seem that this Grand Lodge was en

titled to the recognition, which has been accorded. 

Bro. 'WRIGHT, however, reports that in the following December, 1899, the 

lodges under the Scottish constitution met and organized "the Grand Lodge 

of Scottish Masonry in \~r estern Australia." The recognized Grand Lodge 

has hopes and expectations that a union will be effected ~'lth the Scottish 

body. 

He had obtained information in relation to the Grand Orient of Belgium, 

v .. -hich is rather a surprise to us, and we desire here to acknowledge our obli

gations toM. W. Bro. VVRIGHT for information by personal correspondence, 

and for furnishing us with copies of· documents which he had received. 

He found in a printed list that this Grand Orient had exchanged Repre

sentatives, and was maintaining masonic correspondence with the Grand Orient 

of France. These relations with the Grand Orient of France were established 

i.n 1840. An effort was made about a year ago to sever these relations, but it 

failed by a fe\v votes. 

He conferred with several of the American Grand LodgeS: which had recog

nized the Grand Orient of Belgium, and found that none of them had knowl

edge of the facts just stated, and in view of those £acts he recommended that 

further consideration of the recognition of that Grand Orient be indefinitely 

postponed. 
"'VI!~ e feel that it is certain that if these facts had been knovm to the Grand 

Lodges which have recognized that Grand Orient, few, .. if any, would have 

granted recognition. \V e are very sure that Maine would not, at any rate. 

He discussed at some length the status of the Grand Dieta of Mexico, and 

he gives in connection with his address, the report of Bro. ,V. N. SEAMON, of 

the Grand Lodge of New Mexico, who had been appointed a special commit

tee to examine and report upon that subject. We shall probably have occasion 

to refer further to this rep01t. But he recommended that the request of the 

Grand Dieta for recognition be refused, and the Grand Lodge so voted. 

He had not deemed it best to exchange Representatives vdth the Grand 

Lodge of ~r ashington in consequence of the unsettled question still involved. 

ln acting upon applications for dispensations, he had considered what was 

Of benefit to the craft and not to the candidates. 

He had had occasion to make a large number of deci~ions, most of them 

under local law. 

The publishers of Macoy's Manual offered to print an edition to conform 

with the Florida work if he would have it revised and corrected. He sub

mitted the manuscript to a committee, who revised and approved, and he rec

APP. 22 G. L. 
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ommended that it be referred to the Committee on VvT ork to be examined by 

them, and if approved that it be adopted and lodges urged to procure and use 

it in place of all others. 

A brother presented a dimit from the Grand Orient of Columbia and asked 

for affiliation, and he ruled that if the brother could prove himself to be a 

mason, and had lived in this jurisdiction one year, he may be healed by taking 

the necessary obligation, and then affiliated. 

He ruled that inasmuch as the edict of non-intercourse v;ith \Vashington 

was repealed in 1900, although no Representatives had been appointed, the 

status existing prior to January, 1899, had been renewed. 

The Grand Master had made several decisions relating to the admission of 

saloon keepers, but as the whole matter was before the Grand Lodge and 

submitted to a committee, '"e conclude to give the full report of that com

mittee: 

"Bro. Lionel Jacobs asks for the repeal of a resolution found on page 366 
of the Proceedings of 1899, upon the ground that it is in violation of Article 
IO, Section I of the Constitution of the Grand Lodge of Florida. The reso
lution is as follows: 

"~Resolved, That the liquor traffic is demoralizing in its effects, has been 
productive of great evil, misery and suffering and has caused the do''rnfall of 
many brother masons, therefore the particular lodges in this Gland Jurisdic
tion are advised and instructed not to accept the petitions of those engaged in 
it when they apply for admission to our order.' 

"The case which caused this action of the Grand Lodge is narrated in the 
Grand Master's address in the Proceedings of r 899 and referred to in the 
report of the Committee on Masonic ] urisprudence. A Master Mason. ·who 
kept a liquor saloon, continued to sell intoxicating liquors to a brother .Master 
Mason, belonging to the same lodge 'vith himself, notwithstanding the remon
strances of the wife of his customer, and the degTading effect of the habit upon 
the husband, who b&ame a confirmed inebriate, and descended step by gtep 
until he filled a drunkard's grave. The other members of the lodge seemed 
to look with indifference upon the acts of the tempting brother, and the fall 
and ruin of the tempted One. Their indifference so aroused the feelings of the 
wife, that she refused to allow the lodge to participate i11 the funeral ceremonies 
according to our ancient rites, when the remains of the husband \Yere interred. 
The Grand Lodge considered the action of the saloon keeper as a violation 
of the Moral Law, and that a man who followed a business producing such 
results, was not a fit candidate for the mystelies of Masonry, and that a lodge 
in receiving a petition from such a candidate, and acting favorably upon it, 
was forgetful of the qualifications which one should possess, who desires to 
become a member of our order. 

"No new law was promulgated in the resolution. The rights and pnwers 
of the particular lodges were not changed or altered by the exclusion of an 
immoral person from the privileges of petition for initiation. The resolution 
was intended to remind the lodges that the moral qualities of the candidate 
must be considered by the particular lodges, and that persons "\Vho pursued 
such a course, as the saloon keeper, are unfit candidates for Freemasonry, and 
because of the laxity of the lodge within whose jurisdiction these unhappy 
events had occurred, an admonition and edict seemed timely and necessary. 
More than twenty of the Grand Lodges in the United States have taken 
similar action in this class of cases, and the committee believe that s11ch action 
is not in violation of the Constitution of the Grand Lodge, and that the regu
lation should_ be retained, 

I 
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"The Grand Master reports the following ruling in ans·wer to the question: 
• Does the edict of 1899. referring to the traffic of liquor selling, reach the 
men, who were memb'ers before the edict was passed, but not engaged in the 
traffic, should these later enter the traffic? ' 

"Answer: '1 t does not. The edict simply applies to the reception of the 
petition of those engaged in it when they applied for admission into our 
order. A member· entering into the sale of liquor, is amenable to the laws of 
which temperance "is one of the cardinal virtues." See also the Ancient 
Charges and Anderson's Regulations, and Regulation 123, which are a part of 
our moral code.' 

" Your committee being of the opinion that the business of liquor selling is 
a nefarious occupation, productive of great evil, causing untold misery and 
suffering, the downfall of many brother masons and subversive of the great 
principles of temperance and morality, would urge upon the fraternity, the 
necessity of stringent laws to prevent our members from engaging in it. 

"\Ve, therefore, recommend the adoption of the following resolution: 
"Resoli/ed, That it shall be unlawful for any mason after becoming a mem-

ber of any lodge owing allegiance to the Grand Lodge of Florida, to enter 
upon, and engage in the business of liquor selling, and any member who vio
late!'i this regulation shall be subject to charges and ttial for unmasonic conduct 
in the particular lodge in which he holds membership." 

The report was signed by the whole committee and was accepted, and the 

resolution adopted. 

The Grand Treasurer, HEXRY RuBINSON, presented the Grari.d Lodge with 

a Bible plinted in I7Ij, two years before the organization of Masonry under 

the present system! and the thanks of the Grand Lodge was extended to him 

for it, and measures were taken to secure its preservation_ 

A fine oration was delivered by the Grand Orator, Bro. REGI~ALD H. 

\VELLER. It is ·worth careful reading and study, but it must be read as a 
whole. 

The Grand Lodge voted to become a life member of the lodge Quatuor 

Coronati, at a cost of thirty dollars. There is no doubt that the publications 

of that body are of the highest value to masonic students and those interested 

in the history of Masonry. 

There was no Report on Correspondence. 

GEORGIA, 1900. 

)\Te have portraits of M. VV. Bro. }AM:B:S M. MoBLEY, Past Grand Master, 

and \\riLLIA).-1 A. DAVIS, the retiring Grand Master. 

The address of the Grand Master, \VILJ.IA::\1 A_ DAvis, contained very 

much of interest, and we scarcely know what to select for notice. He had 

been a very able and efficient Grand ~1aster, and had evidently devoted 

his time very fully to the duties of his office, \vith a result exceedingly benefi

cial to his Grand Lodge and \;ery creditable to himself. 

Of the condition of the craft he .says : 



Correspondence- Georgia. 

11 It is with unfeigned pleasure that I am permitted- to impart the pleasing 
intelligence that the Masonry of Georgia was never in a more flourishing con
dition than it is to-day, exerting an influence at home and commanding a 
respect abroad 'that has never been surpassed in all the history of its existence. 
From the retums which have come into the hands of the Grand Secretary v;e 
learn that our membership is gradually, although constantly, increasing in 
numerical strength: There is no room anywhere, nor any sudden and unnat
ural influx in any section, but a normal and healthful grmvth in almost every 
section. It i3 true there is a dearth of interest in a few lodges, while in a very 
few others there is a spirit of lethargy and inactivity, with an occasional case 
of discord and even strife and contention, but these constitute a very small 
minority of our lodges and comprise only the exceptions to the great r~le. A 
great majority of the lodges are prospering in an unusual degree. The brethren 
are working together in the utmost harmony, and everywhere the true spirit 
of brotherly love is made manifest. \Ve are frequently in receipt of communi
cations from Masters and Secretaries informing us that the very best men of 
their respective communities are seeking admission in the Order, and that 
called communications are often necessa1·y to keep up with the work." 

He notes the fact also that an honored son of Georgia, beloved wherever he 

is known, JAMES TAT. TAYLOR, had been elected to the head of the General 

Grand Chapter of the United States, whose session Bro. DAvis had attended. 

Of this he says: 

1.1. Yet it was intended as a compliment to Georgia as much as to individual 
preferment. This is a distinction which has rarely come to the South, and 
never to our state before, and should well be held in highest appreciation by 
the entire fraternity. In that great meeting, composed of representatives from 
almost every State in the Union, and representing the very highest type of 
manhood and Masonry, I v.ras especially gratified at the high regard in which 
the masons of Georgia were held, and the manifold deferences which were so 
often manifested toward our delegation. Georgia stands in the very front 
rank of the jurisdictions of this country, and we are proud of the position she 
holds and the impression she is making on the fraternal world." 

We are exceedingly glad to note that he is able to report that the financial 

affairs of the Grand Lodge are in excellent shape, and he gives some cautions 

which have application everywhere in relation to the difference between havi.ng 

a balance in the treasury and groaning under the burden of debt as his Grand 

Lodge has done for nearly a quarter of a century, \Vhereby the progress of the 

Institution is impaired and retarded. But he would not stop here; he would 

go on husbanding the resources and employing them in the promotion of som_e 

worthy enterprise. He undoubtedly refers to accumulating a fund for a 

Masonic Home. 
He had made a large number of visitations, and he calls the attention of 

the Grand Lodge to the fact that some of the lodges felt it to be their duty to 

defray the expenses of su.ch visitations, and some did not, and of this he well 

" 

I 

• 
says: I 

" It is often the case that the lodges and the community which most need J 
the ser\,ices of the Grand Master are the least able to bear the expense. If 
there is a perfect understanding of this matter the Grand Master •vould be 
enabled to visit nearly every section of the State, and, in my humble opinion, 
a few hundred do1lars could not be more wisely or profitably einployed." 
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He had made a large number of decisions, largely depending upon local law, 

but a few of them of general interest. 

He decided that a brother who is accused of casting a black ball cannot 
deny the accu~;ation in open lodge; the decision is limited to the question, but 

we understand from what the decision was that he cannot deny it at all. 

\Vhile concurring fully, we regret that he did not add to his decision that the 

party, who accused the brother of casting a black ball, ought to have been 

disciplined. 

The following was approved by the Grand Lodge: 

''Can the Grand Lodge expel a man who is not a member of its body, and 
who has not been recommended for expulsion by a subordinate lodge? 
Answer: It can. The Grand Lodge has authority over every mason in its 
jurisdiction. A member expelled by the Grand Lodge) without recommenda· 
tion from a subordinate lodge, can only be restored by the Grand Lodge." 

He granted a Jarge number of dispensations; some of them it would seem 

ought to be provided for in the Constitution, rendering an application to the 

Grand Master unnecessary. 

He speaks very highly of the work of the District Deputies, and endorses 

the following from the report of one of them: 

"A fe·w decades ago the applicants for charters had to make it plain to the 
committee, and the committee had to make it plain to the Grand Lodge, that 
the lodge ·would be self-sustaining and with every hope of perpetuity before 
charters were granted. :X O\V all that seems necessary is for the application to 
be in form, with a sufficient number of signatures .. " 

He gives the application of the Grand Lodge of Western Australia for rec· 

ognition, expressing the hope that it would meet with a favorable reply. 

He announced the death of Bro. VVHITFORD S. RAMSAY, and pays a tribute 

to his memory. '\~r e noticed this death last year, but we v.ill add the follow

ing: 

"As the correspondent of the three masonic Grand Bodies of the State he 
had won an enviable reputation, and had already an established fame as a 
foremost thinker and en1dite writer on masonic law. His native talent, his 
extensive reading and profound study gave him such knowledge of the history 
and traditions of our institution that he was enabled to assume a correct and 
invulnerable position on almost all questions at issue. Brave and fearless, he 
always dared to maintain the right, and was bold and aggressive in his oppo· 
sition of the wrong. From his exalted position he never condescended to 
things of low degree, and knew no compromise ·with vice in any form. Because, 
however, of the goodness of his nature and the tenderness of his heart, he was 
ever mindful and exceedingly considerate, even of the feelings of his oppo
nents." 

\Ve are pained to hear also of the death of Past Grand Master JoHN P. 

SHA~NON, who died on the 17th of September, and whose death causes a 

great los~ to Masonry. He was for several yearS Grand Master of the Grand 

Lodge, and as such won a very high reputation. We JUet him personally, and 

-~J 
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our previous opinion of him was confirmed. We would be glad to copy what 

the Grand Master says of him, but cannot for want of space. 

He also announced the death of Past Grand Master SAMCEL D. IRVIK, who 

had not been able to meet with the Grand Lodge for several years, but had 

always sent messages of love to it. 

The deaths of these two brethren leave only three Past Grand Masters 

living. 

We commend to our readers the closing part of his addressj in which he 

speaks of the "Closing Century/' the n Coming Century," and the 11 Part of 

Masonry in the Progress of the Future." It \vill amply repay reading more 

than once, and remembering. 

The Grand Lodge decided that, under its law which provides suspension for 

h"¥-elve months for non~payment of dues, and then if the dues are not paid, 

that charges may be filed against the brother and he expelled, if no action is 

taken expelling him, at the end of the tv.-elve months he becomes fully re-in

stated as a member. 

Miss BUNNIE LovE, daughter of the deceased VYrLLIA.:YI ABRAM LovE, had 

prepared an article on " Georgia's First Grand :Masters," for which the thanks 

of the Grand Lodge were tendered to her. 

It seems that the practice has arisen in that jurisdiction for the voucher for 

a candidate to v.'ithdraw his recommendation, and thereupon the follovd.ng was 

adopted' 

"That from and after this date, no member of a lodge can ·withdraw his 
name from a petition for degree or affiliation after the application has been 
read before the lodge, and in the hands or a committee of investigation." 

VVe doub~ whether a withdra-..val ought to be allowed after the petition ha."> 

been presented; certainly it ought not to be if the withdrawal of it has any 

effect upon the action on the application. 

The careful reports of the Grand Treasurer and others show that the state

ment of the Grand Master that the -finances of the Grand Lodge are in good 

condition, is correct : it would appear that if the same care is taken in rela

tion to expenses, the condition will continue to improve. 

A report was made favorable to the building and maintaining of a Masonic 

Home, and to create a fund for that purpose the Grand Lodge would appro

priate one-half of the surplus in the treasury of the Grand Lodge at the end 

of each year; but declared ab...:;olutely that it would incur no debt for the build

ing or maintaining of such a Home, or be responsible for any debts connected 

with the Home, beyond the amount of the appropriation therein specified; 

and moreover, that it would not impose a tax or assessment on individuals or 

members of lodges. It provided, also, that n:otl)ing would be done towards 

building it, until ten thousand dollars in cash had been raised or received from 

the surplus, as above stated. 
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An amendment to the by-laws was adopted, which provides that the Masters 

and I}ast ~asters in attendance upon the Grand Lodge from each masonic 

district shaH meet and eJect a District Deputy. This is a departure from the .-. 
usual plan, and, considering the duties of the District Deputy, we have some 

doubts as to the success of the plan, but ·will "wait and watch." 

The work was exemplified as usual, and provision ·was made for exemplify-

• ing it at the next session of the Grand Lodge. 

Beautiful memorials were paid to Past Grand ;\1asters SHAN~ON and IRVIN, 

~ and to Bro. RA)..tS.\.Y. Vv~e commend them to the attention of our brethren. 

A resolution was introduced, apparently directed against using the masonic 

forms and ceremonies at the meetings of the Masters in each district at the 

call of the Deputy. It was referred to the Committee on Jurisprudence, and 

upon its recommendation was indefinitely postponed. 

Four charters were granted and two surrendered. 

The Committee on General ¥l elfare well say: 

"\Ve recognize the groViing evil of the establishment of too many new 
lodges in our State, and would respectfully ask that in each application for a 
charter in the future investigation be done diligently, with great care and dis
cretion, as we find that some of our oldest and best lodges are being materi
ally weakened and depleted by the establishment of new lodges." 

Resolutions were offered looking to the saving of time and labor in organ

izing the Grand I...odge at each session. \Ve do not copy them, because we 

are satisfied at once that they -will not secure the object nearly as well as the 

practice which we have here in Maine. They were not adopted, but the Grand 

Master and Grand Secretary \vere appointed a committee to devise a short 

method for correcting and perfecting the roll call, provided that there is no 

law now governing the same. 

The Grand Master elect delivered a beautiful address of a practical charac

ter, having reference especially to the dutie8 of the brethren from a moral 

standpoint. 

It seems that some of the lodges have the folloVi-ing by-law, which, however, 

the Grand Lodge refused to approve and directed that any lodge having it in 

their code strike it out : 

"Any member who voluntarily in open lodge erases his name, or desires his 
name to be erased from the books of the lodge as a member on account of any 
proposal or motion being rejected, shall never again be admitted as a member, 
and whenever he visits the lodge shall be put upon the footing of a non-affili
ated mason, and shall pay the usual fee." 

The evil sought to be remedied is a grave one in a lodge of masons, and if 
it prevails to any extent a little wholesome discipline to the brother \Yho re

fuses to 1
' submit to the awards of his brethren'' would probably cure it. 

A touching letter ·was received from Past Grand Master J. I. "WRIGHT, who 

is now living in Texas, and spread upon the record. In it he pays tribtttes to 

Past Grand Masters SHANKO:.Y and IRVIX. 
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VVe find that a very large number of brethren ·were expeHed for non-pay

ment of dues, and quite a large number more were expelled for various offences. 

"\Vhile not criticising the action of the Grand Lodge in the later cases, we 

.., have a strong conviction that the imposing of the penalty of expulsion so fre· 

quently, belittles the appreciation of that punishment, in the minds of the 

craft, and we believe that if the sentiment that " expulsion is masonic death " 

was practically as well as theoretically impressed upon the minds of the craft 

there would be less occasion to inflict it. 

The Report on Correspondence (145 pp.) was presented by Bro. A. MoRRILL 

LAMBDL'i. 

He has patiently examined the Proceedings of the sister Grand Lo.dges, and 

abstracted matters of interest and instruction for the craft, but his comments 

are very rare. One ca1mot help but wish, however, that he would more fre· 

quently give his opinion upon the wisdom or unv:isdom of m<my of the matters 

which he quotes. He thus states his reasons: 

"In our work of reviewing we have refrained from commenting in most 
instances, believing that to state facts as we found them and to quote inspiring 
thoughts would prOve more instructive than would our 0'\'v~n opinions of the 
same." 

OUJ: experience leads us to the contrary opinion. 

IDAHO, 1900. 

For a frontispiece we have a "snap-shot" at the Grand l,odge assembled 

at a convenient place out of the HaH. \Vhile we are not acquainted with the 

members of the Grand Lodge, the picture looks as if the likenes...<;;es were very 

good indeed. 

The Grand Lodge met at ten o'clock. It v.·a.s called to order, and the roll 

of Grand Officers and permanent members called, and those present answered, 

and assumed their respective stations. Then the roll of lodges was called, 

and it was ascertained that a sufficient number were present to open the Grand 

Lodge. The Grand Master then filled the vacancies in the Grand Offices and 

then opened the· Grand Lodge. He then appointed a Committee on Creden

tials and the Grand Lodge was then called off until afternoon. In the after

noon the Committee on Credentials reported, and their report was adopted. 

The standing committees were then appointed, and the Grand Master, JoH.~ 

C. MuER:\-IA:r..~, delivered- his address. Y..'e give this at length because the 

method of proceeding in getting the Grand Lodge ready for work is attracting 

considerable attention with a view to saving time. 

We most earnestly commend, especially to the Masters of our lodges, the 

following from the Grand Master's address: 
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"In our jurisdiction one new lodge has been added and one charter surren
dered, leaving our number to-day the same as in the former report. 

"There has been, however, during the past year, a steady and substantial 
growth, and our subordinate lodges are beginning to realize the fact that 'to 
guard well the portals, is the true safeguard of !vfasonry. 

"The r-eports of our Grand ~1asters from year to year are apt to be quite 
sirnllar as in so short a time not many great changes take place in our lodges. 

''During the year I have visited each lodge at least once, and several twice. 
I have carefully inspected the Secretary's and Treasurer's records and find in 
nearly all lodges the accounts are carefuily and completely kept. 

u A good Secretary is a blessing to any lodge, and a poor one should have a 
good assistant. 

"The selection of ::\'lasters is also important, and the very best only should 
be selected-line of promotion should make no difference, but occupa6ons of 
certain kinds should exclude any one. 

"The trestle board of our lodge should be free from all stains, and the one 
·who draws the designs should himself be able to draw only those designs that 
true masons would be glad to follow. X o apology should ever be made for 
those in authoritv. 

"The by-laws 0£ our subordinate lodges state a time of meeting, and it 
should be the duty of each Master to call the lodge to order at the time speci
fied, it he has a qu()rum; if not, an effort should be made to secure one 'on 
time.' Eight o'clock should not mean 8.30. 

"The finances of our lodge need the same ''atchfu)ness and care that should 
govern our private affairs ; fine furniture and trimmings are perfectly proper if 
... ,.e can afford them; but if they are to be had at the expense of an empty 
treasury, or what is still worse, a heavy debt, the lodge '"·ill suffer, and our 
interest, except the ten per cent. paid, will rapidly grow less. 

"Promptness, both in opening and closing, and care to husband every re
source of the lodge, will ultimately lead to lasting success and the happy ex
pression,' •Ne are out of debt and own our own hall,' v.·iJJ be heard more often 
than at present. Prepare for the future by watching and guarding well the 
present.,' 

If lodges and their officers will heed this advice it will be wonderful if they 

do not keep up interest in the work and be prosperous. \Ve have rarely found 

so much practical instruction for lodges in so small a space. 

An immense number of matters of rather a routine character had come 

before the Grand Master, which he seems to have disposed of very \dsely. 

He had found that a good deal of trouble had arisen in relation to their Jaw 

in regard to dimits, and he recommends that a careful consideration of the 

matter be taken by the Grand Lodge, and some action taken that will allow a 

brother to receive a dimit , .. ~ithout so much delay, and make less work for the 

Secretary alld less trouble for the lodges. 

He had rendered quite a number of decisions, but they seem almost all to 

depend upon local Jaw. 

A dimit was presented to him not having the signature of the Master, but 

bearing the words "by order of the lodge," with the seal of the lod.ge and the 

signature of the Secretary. He advised \\·riting for the ~laster's signature. 

\Ve had supposed that this is the form used in the large majority of the 

jurisdictions, and that rarely if ever does a Master sign a dimit. 

He expected that Past Grand Master Snou P would attend and represent 
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the Grand Lodge at the Washington Memorial, but Bro. SHorr (who is a 

United States Senator) was prevented from attending by his official duties. 

He refers to the non-affiliate resolution adopted in 1899, which has been 

pretty severely criticised, and having become satisfied that the resolution offers 

no remedy for the evil it undertook to cure, recommends that it be repealed, 

and the Grand Lodge adopted his recommendation. 

The California work has heretofore been used in that jurisdiction, but as 

California no longer uses it, he recommended that a committee be appointed 

to recommend a work to the Grand Lodge at its next session, and to recom

mend some plan by which all the lodges might receive the work. Thjs rec

ommendation was adopted. 

The Grand Secretary makes a full report of the matters in his office, sho~-

ing a careful attention to the duties, and a good degree of prosperity prevailing. 

He had given the library a very valuable increase by having the Proceed

ings of sister Grand Lodges bound into volumes, numbering in all 189. 

U pan the report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, the· Grand 

Lodge decided not to recognize the United Grand Lodge of Mexico, and con

firmed its previous action in refusing to recognize the Grand Dieta. 

The Commitee on Necrology pays tributes to the brethren who had died 

during the year, including a Past Deputy Grand Master, two Past S. G. 

~~ardens and one Past J. G. \Varden. 

The follo\\-ing was adopted in relation to the Grand Orient of Belgium : 

"Resolved, That the action of this Grand Lodge at its last annual communi
cation, in extending fratemal relations with the Grand Orient of Belgium, he 
not rescinded at present, but if said Grand Orient does not see its way clear 
to sever its friendly relations with the Grand Orient of France, and officially 
notify us before the next annual communication of this Grand Lodge, the 
Grand Secretary V~'"ill then be instructed to \\.-Jthdraw the commission of the 
Representative of this Grand Lodge near the said Grand Orient of Belgium, 
and the Grand Secretary shall at once forward a copy of this resolution to the 
Grand Secretary of the Grand Orient of Belgium, also a copy to the Repre
sentative of this Grand Lodge near the Grand Orient of Belgium." 

The Grand Lodge appropriated ,\II)O for the Galveston sufferers, and $200 

for the expenses of the Committee on the Revision of the \Vork. 

We find in addition to the frontispiece in this volume, a portrait of Past ~ 

Grand Master FRA:KCis E. ENSIG~, and also one of the incoming Grand -411 

Master, GEORGE D. GoLDEN. 

The Report on Correspondence ( 1 I 7 pp.) "\-vas presented by Bro. ·FRED G. 

MocK. 

As her'etofore he confines himself pretty closely to a carefully prepared ~ 
abstract of the proceedings of other Grand Lodges, giving with his report the 

review of foreign Grand Lodges taken from the New York committee's report. · I 

He reviews lV[aine for 1899 and 1900. 

He refers to the matter of the failure to present Maine's resolutions to his 
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Grand Lodge, but we say, as we meant to say last year, that we have no idea 

that there was any intentional neglect on the part of any one, and we accept 

his explanations and statements as perfectly satisfactory. 

ILLINOIS, 1900. 

This volume contains the portraits of ABRAHAM JoNAs, elected Grand 

:\faster in 1840, MEREDITH HELM, elected Grand Master in r842, and ALEX

ANDER D"CNLAP, elected Grand Master in 1843· 

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form and the Grand Secretary re

ported that the Committee on Credentials had informed him that representa

tives were present from a constitutional number of lodges, and asked, for the 

committee, for further time in which to complete its report, 1-vhich was granted1 

and in the meantime the Grand Lodge proceeded Vi-ith its business. 

The following resoh1tion was then introduced and referred to the Commit

tee on Finance : 

"Resolued, That one thousand dollars of the funds of this Grand Lodge be 
sent to the Grand Master of Masons in Texas, to be by him distributed to such 
places and through such channeL"> as he may elect for the relief of brethren 
and their families who are sufferers from the recent hurricane and flood in that 
~tate." 

The committee reported instantly, however, recommending the adoption of 

it, and their report was unanimously adopted. 

The Grand Secretary then read a list of committees appointed. As we find 

that the committees were appointed after the installation of the Grand Officers, 

we presume that the list read by him was the list that had been appointed the 

year preceding. 

The Grand Master, CHARLES :F. HrTcHcocK, delivered a brief but compact 

address, pertaining almost wholly to business matters. He calls attention, 

however, in opening, to the fact that in I 840 the Grand Lodge sta1ted ..,,·ith 

seven lodges and one hundred and fifty-seven members, but had grown to 

seven hundred and h\·enty·three lodges and fifty-seven thousand, two hundred 

and fifty members. 

He announced the death of P. G. :Yiaster HARRISON DILLS, who died soon 

after the close of the preceding annual communication. 

In giving an account of the disbursements of the Charity Fund, he states 

a case in which the limit was reached, but under the Constitution he took the 

responsibility to make an additional grant. Viole have no doubt the Grand 

Lodge wouJd have confirmed it, but before the check reached its destination 

the party had ceased to live and the money was not needed. 

He had laid a large number of comer stones, all of which were occasions of 

much interest, not only to the masons but to the citizens of the community in 

which the ceremonies were performed. 
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He had issued but two dispensations for new lodges, but had been obJiged 

to furnish five charters to replace originals destroyed by fire. 

He had requested the District Deputy Grand Masters to examine all the 

lodge rooms and to ascertain their fitness and safety, but this was found im

practicable on account of the time and expense which it took; but from other 

information obtained he was satisfied that there were but very fe\v lodges that 

did not meet in safe rooms. Three or four were found which v>ere considered 

unsuitable and one actually unsafe. 

An amendment to the Constitution had been proposed and submitted to the 

lodges i but he announced upon the report of the Grand Secretary that less 

than two-thirds of the lodges had voted for it, and therefore it was lost. As a 

matter of curiosity, we would like to know whether it was lost because lodges 

failed to vote, or by an actual vote of less than two-thirds of the lodges. 

He gives a list of the lodges that he had visited, and of these he says : 

"It was my intention, when elected, to visit as many lodges as time and 
circumstances would permit. In nearly every instance when invited, I have 
endeavored to be present, and always have been received with honors due the 
Grand Master. On each occasion I have endeavored to give some wholesome 
advice, not in a spirit of fault-finding but of encouragement. I have endeav
ored to impress on the minds of the brethren that it is not so much numbers 
th.at we desire as it is men of good principles-men who will reflect credit and 
honor to· the fraternity. I have tried to show them that :Masonry enters into 
competition with no other organization, that it is independent and free, and no 
matter how many kindred organizations spring into existence, Masonry will 
continue to live and flourish. It is of no mushroom growth, but steady and 
certain." 

The reports of the Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary show that the 

Grand Lodge was in a very prosperous condition financially, and the Commit

tee on Returns report as a matter for special rejoicing that every lodge had 

made returns and paid dues. 

A pleasing incident of the session was the presence of R. \V. JouN R. BEI.

LIKGER, Grand Junior \Varden of South Carolina. He was received with the 

honors, and responded briefly with neat and appropriate remarks. \\' e wish 

these visits were more frequent, especially between distant jurisdictions. 

The Committee on the Grand Master's address says: 

H Your committee beg leave to report that the Grand Master's address shows ... 
the cares and results of a very busy year in a brief and concise summary. The ~ 
Grand Master, personally, laid eight comer stones, dedicated three lodges, in-
stalled several officers in different parts of the State, and visited thirty-three 
1odges. In two of these, which work in the German language, he doubtless 
displayed his linguistic efficiency in their native tongue, and was otherwise 
loyal to the usages and customs of the German Craft; for peace and harmony .I 
prevail. His pmdent appeals to the good sense and charitable hearts of ~ 
brethren of several C?f the English lodges, who were chafing under the restric-
tions of the recent edict, have been equally effective without harsh measures; 
for they have gracefully laid aside valuable, but forbidden things, and prom-
ised to strictly comply with the la·w; for which we invoke your sympathy and 
gratitude." 
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It was found that there was quite a surplus in the Grand Treasury of the 

Grand Lodge, and thereupon Fast Grand Master _ToH:;.< C. S}.HTH introduced 

the follm.\ing resolution: 

"\VHEREAS, The Masonic Orphans' Home, of the State of Illinois is a duly 
chartered charitable institution and deserving the earnest support of every 
affiliated member of the fraternity, therefore be it 

"Resoh•ed, That the sum of $50,000 of the bonds no;.v in the treasury of this 
Grand Lodge be and they are hereby appropriated and donated to said Masonic 
Orphans' Home i\ ssociation for the special purpose of alding in the creation 
of a permanent fund, the interest alone of ,..,-hich is to be used in paying the 
expenses of the Home.'' 

Another brother immediately introduced the following: 

"Resoh·ed, That the sum of $I s,ooo be and the same hereby is appropriated 
to the Illinois Masonic Home for: the Aged, and that a warrant be drawn upon 
the treasury for that amount." 

And later another brother introduced the following: 

''Resolved, That the sum of five thousand dollars be appropriated from the 
funds of this Grand Lodge and donated to the Masonic and Eastern Star 
Home of I1H11ois, to be added to the building fund of that institution." 

All were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The committee reported in favor of making a much smaller donation to 

each of these charities, but the recommendations were rejected, and instead of 

them tlie following was adopted: 

"That all the assets in the treasury of the Grand Lodge in excess of the 
sum of $3o,ooo, par value, be converted into cash, and les~ the obligations, 
appropriations and expenses incidental to this annual communication, be pro 
rated back to the lodges from which it was collected, in proportion to their 
membership, as the nucleus of a charity fund in each lodge." 

VVe greatly fear that in a short time very many of the lodges vd1l spend this 

money for current expenses, and we regret, therefore, that the Grand Lodge 

had not hedged it about with a regulation that it should be set aside for a 

charity fund, and be used for no otlter purpose. 

The Committee on Appeals and Grievances report their conclusions, but 

do not even give the name of the party under discipline. 

During the session a dispatch was received announcing the death of Bro. 

EUGENE L. STOKER, who for many years had been an active member of the 

Committee on Appeals and Grievances. Thereupon the following resolution 

was adopted : 

"Resolved, That by the death of Bro. Eugene L. Stoker, this Grand Lodge 
has lost a useful, active and valuable member; that we tender to the bereaved 
family of our deceased brother our most sincere sympathy and condolence, in 
this sad_ bereavement; that the Grand Secretary is hereby directed to furnish 
the family of the deceased brother a copy of these proceedings under the seal 
of the Grand Lodge."' 

The following preamble and resolution was presented and adopted: 
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"\VHER:KAs, this Grand Lodge having established a chart setting forth the 
symbols of Masonry, and upon which are portrayed characters represented in 
the Ritual, attired in costumes and omaments appropriate to their rank; there
fore be it 

"Resolved, That such costumes and paraphernalia as are symbolic of the 
dress of the characters represented in, and illustrative of the Ritual, are appro
priate in the exemplification of work, and are in accordance ·with the ancient 
traditions of the craft." 

But later on the following '\Vas introduced and referred to the Board o.f 

Grand Examiners : 

"'WHEREAS, This Grand Lodge has adopted a resolution permitting robes 
and paraphernalia, as specified by a chart said to have been adopte~ by this 
Grand Body; and 

"VVHEREAS, The records of this Grand Lodge fail to show that any chart ~ 

bas ever been adopted displaying the symbolism of Masonry; and j 
"WHEREAS, It is important that the meaning of this Grand Lodge as ex-

pressed in said resolution should be made plain and easily understood; there- ,·.· 
fore be it 

"Resolved, That the chart referred to be presented to this Grand Lodge, and 
the particular robes and paraphernalia specified in said resolution be designat
ed, so that uniformity in the work may be maintained in this Grand Jurisdic
tion." 

The Committee on the Revision of the Book of Ceremonials reported, and 

with a few trifling amendments the work ':ras approved and three thonSand 

copies ordered printed, and three copies sent to each lodge. 

An amefldment to the by-laws was introduced and la1d over to the next 

session, limiting the terni of office of the Grand Master to one year. 

The proposed amendment to the by-laws approving the appointment of a 

Trial Board composed of Past Masters, who shall be members of lodges other 

than the one in which the proceedings are pending, was considered but re

jected. 

Bro. EDMO.!'\D s_ MoRSE, recently appointed Representative from the Grand 

Lodge of VVashington, was introduced, and in his remarks says: 

"It is an unusual pri-vilege, and a pleasing one, to bring to you to-day a 
warm and cordial greeting frotn the Grand Lodge of the State of Washington. 
\iVhen for any reason friendly intercourse between Grand Lodges is inter
rupted, the re-establishment of fraternal relations very properly calls for mutual 
expression of good will and gratification." 

The Report on Correspondence (328 pp.) was presented by. Bro. JoSEPH 

ROBBINS. 

'Ne are glad to find that he has abandoned the "Topical Method)) andre

turned to the style of reports which carry out the purpose for which "Com

mittees on Foreign Correspondence" were originally appointed. The original 

plan of Masonry contemplated one Grand M<i.ster and one Grand LDdge. So 

when it became necessary that there should be more than one Grand Lodge, 

in order to keep the Institution a unit, correspondence behveen the Grand 

Lodges ~as equally necessary. But experience proved that it was not suffi-
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cient to maintain correspondence between offidals. So, very soon after the 

organization of Grand Lodges in the United States a comwittcc was appointed 

to examine the correspondence from other Grand Lodges, and report upon 

the same to their own Grand Lodge, in on.ler that the craft might be informed 

in relation to matter1'i transpiring in the other jurisdictions. It followed, as a 

matter of course, that the committee would comment 11pon these matters with 

the view of sustaining the principles of the Institution unimpaired, and main

taining the universality of Masonry. The necessity of this kind of work has 

increased with the growth and spread of Masonry, but the primary object has 

continued to be information, and the secondary object discussion. The topical 

form of reports completely ignores the former and principal object, of which 

the latter is a mere incident. But it is said that these reports are not read to 

any considerable extent. That they are not read as generally as they ~hould 

be is equally true \Vith the general statement that other masonic duties are not 

as fully pe1formed as they should he. In former times, it was deemed neces· 

.-;ary for every mason to have a Monitor which he should read and study; but 

now the Monitor i~o practically regarded only as an aid to the working officers, 

and the average member gets his knowledge of it only through them. In the 

same manner we have found that brethren, who desire to fit themselves for 

officers read these reports, anct through them the craft reap a benefit. 

Vvr e believe that every one who reads this report of Bro. RoBBINS will re

joice that he has returned to the old plan, and will agree that in it he gives a 

\'ast amount of information to the craft in Illinois in relation to what is trans

piring in other jurisdictions, which will give them material aid in the perform

ance of many masonic duties, especially one of the chief duties-maintaining 

Masonry according to the" original plan." 

Bro. RoBBI:'{S devotes four pages to an Introduction in which he discusses 

general matters. 

Referring to the application of the Cirand Lodge of VV' estern Australia, he 

well says: 

"It is inevitabk that there shall some time be an independent Grand Lodge 
in every autonomous Australian province, in which the brethren of all regis
tries must dwell together in unity, and at this distance it is not apparent what 
ultimate advantage can accrue to either group from an attempt to fore~tall 
the others. The great weight of the precedents of union in the other A us
tralian autonomies cannot now be overcome, nor long withstood by the re
luctance of individuals to relinquish the little brief authority with which they 
have been dressed. We are liable, too, at almost any time to have"on Amer
ican territory. another little sister knocking for admi~sion to the circle of 
Grand Lodges, the continued autonomy of Hawaii under ils new political 
affiliation being assured." 

And why not Porto Rico? 

He thinks tbat the action of the Grand Lodge of Washington in repealing 

the Negro Resolution will be generally accepted a closing that incident, 

although some Grand Lodges are not !:>atisfied; and he ·dds: 
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"This feeling has been strengthened somewhat by the approach to coinci
dence in time of the repeal by Washington of its edict of non-intercourse vdth 
the Grand Lodge of Hamburg, with the subsequent action in 1898 relative to 
Negro Ma~onry, which was resented all along the line as an attack on the 
doctrine of exclusive Grand Lodge jurisdiction. We did not in 1898, nor do 
we now coincide with this view; still less do we coincide with the view that 
slH-:h an attack was intended by anybody in the Grand Lodge of Washington, 
but accepted in the good faith in which we then believed it to be offered
fully justified by the prompt repeal of the action comp1alned of-the disavowal 
of any intention to give or attempt to give on the part of that Grand I odge 
to any person belonging to another jurisdiction a different status than that 
given him by the Grand Lodge which it had before recognized as the only 
lawful source of authority therein. But the event proved that our convictions 
were not generally shared and hence the repeal of the Hamburg edict, which 
with our views we could not but consider unfortunate at any time, was doubly 
unfortunate from its untimeliness, occurring as it did so shortly before the 
act which subjected ·washington to the suspicion of opposition to the 'Amer
ican doctrine.' 

"We have no doubt that the action of the Grand Lodge of Washington
for after all Washington masons are pretty wuch like the rest of us-will be 
such as to satisfy the Grand Lodge most immediately interested in the I lam
burg piracy, that of New York, and then the lessening ripples will disappear 
and the American masonic sea resume its wonted calmness." 

Vil c came to the opposite conclusion, as there was another similar edict re

pealed. at the same time. Reading the reasons given for such repeal, we could 

come to no other conclusion. Subsequent events cOnfirm us in our fir::;t con

clusion, that while the Grand Lodge probably had no such actual intent, it 

,vas induced to adopt measures the author of which had that precise intent. 

Up to this writing that edict has not been restored; on the contrary, a propo

sition to re::;torc it v,:as opposed by the same element in that Grand Lodge 

\vhich procured its repeal and succeeded in staving off action upon it until the 

session in 1901. 

Referring to a work issued during the precedin_g year by the distinguished 

Historian, ROBERT FREKE GouLD, entitled "Milita1-y l.odges," Bro. RuH

BlNS says: 
"This little book of 218 pages, with its wealth of anecdotes of famous sol 

diers and sailors who have been connected with Masonry, trace:.:; the history of 
military and naval lodges i and it is surprising to find hov't' many of them touch 
the masonic history of the United States and Canada, and how much light 
they reflect upon it. Our brethren who read it will find in it aU the fascina
tion of personal adventure combined with indispensable historical knowledge, 
in a way not to be found within the covers of any other book that we know 
of." 

\Ve fully concur: we received it too latL: for notice in our last report, but it 

is one of the books th~t we keep at hand for reference in writing upon Ma

sonry. 
Bro. RoBBI:'\S thinks that there is a change for the hetter in attempts to 

maintain compulsory membership; he says: 

"Those who have just entered upon the attempt of hard and fast binding 
of brethren to an outward observance of what for the time being a·wakens no 
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response from within, will by and by have had their experience also, and will 
then join the inquirers of to-day who are asking not only whether there is any 
advantage to come from binding an un"";lling member that can compensate 
for a violation of the principle of free will to which our ritual still pays con
stant and impressive lip service, but whether such a course is not one of the 
chief obstacles to the complete disenthrallment of Masonry from the commer: 
cialism whiCh environs it and which had well nigh revolutionized it, substitut
ing for its truly charitable principle of aid to the distressed according to their 
necessities and the giver's abilities, the purely commercial principle which un
derlies the benefit society, pure and simple. 

"Similarly there is an increased disposition to inquire whether it is just, 
while properly excluding one from participation in the privileges of the lodge, 
for which he is able to pay and will not, to him and without detriment to 
Masonry, to suspend him from the general rights of Masonry for which he 
has given a full equivalent in fees. The progress of the craft towards a gen
eral consemms that for non-payment of lodge dues the penalty should be exclv-~ 
sion or dropping from the roll and not suspension, seems to us to be sure, 
although gradual, albeit in some portions of our country yet afar off." 

So far as "commercialism '' even b concerned, the argument is againsl 

those, who would suspend from the rights of Masonry, for non-payment of 

dues. The initiation fee pays for the general privileges of Aiasonry, and the 

dues pay for lot(ft' pri-r•;'/eges. 

He thinks that the Gran Dieta of Mexico has received its t:oup de grace 

especially through the reports of Bros. Ilucu McCuRDY, of Michigan, and 

THoMAS B. LONG, of Indiana. Of the fotmer we had our say last year. Of 

lhc latter, it will be seen in our review of Indiana, that Bro. LONG came to 

the same conclusion to which others of us have. He does not hold with Bro. 

McCuRDY 'that because the Gran Dieta tolerated. at one time unmasonic 

practices, it can never be forgiven, however thorough its reform may be, but 

says that we ought to wait and see if it can maintain the reforms, that it has 

introduced. But neither Bro. McCuRDY nor Bro. LONG sustains Bro. RoB

BINS in the position which he takes for holding that the Gran Dieta never was 

and never can be a regular masonic Body. We are greatly surprised at this 

commendation of Bro. McCuRDY's report by Bro. RoBBINS; for the former 

expressly states that the Gran Dieta has become clandestine by its own illegal 

and unmasonic acts. 

Referring to some Temarks of a Grand Master, in relation to dispensations, 

he well says: 

"Here the Grand Master raises anew the old question as to what is 'the 
law,' and ranges himself with the modern school of masonic thinkers whq 
practically assume that there are no paramount constitutions of 1\lasonry 
which the makers of Grand I .odge Constitutions are bound to respect. There 
is scarcely a Grand Lodge in existence working under a Constitution that 
does not expressly recognize the limitation of the law making power of that 
body by the landmarks of the institution. Vet several of these Constitutions 
assume the right to dispense with the dispensing power of the Grand Master, 
in the face of the fact that its recognition by the old regulations as residing in 
his person and office-a recognition practically coeval with the Grand Lodge 
system-and its general and for the most part unquestioned exercise down to 

APP. 2J G, L, 
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the present time, leaves no doubt that it was r'egarded as a part of the body 
of Masonry which no man or body of men can lawfully mutilate." 

He claims that the party made a mason in Indiana, though previously re· ~ 

jected in Pennsylvania, is a regular mason, but he adds that "a reasonable ' 

regard for interjurisdictional comity should have induced Indiar:;1 to make it 

impossible that the question should be raised." 

He thinks that our Ma~ne proposition in relation to rejected candidates has 

pretty much gone out of sight; but we think that he will find that cases like 

this Indiana one will happen freqllently enough to keep it in view until some 

agreement shall be reached. Of course, the party in question will never see 

the inside of a Pennsylvania lodge; and what will Indiana say to his com

plaint? Merely scold as heretofore? If he should apply to visit in Massa

chusetts, he could not be admitted if the facts should be known. Sooner or 

later the matter will cause a serious disturbanCe. 

In another place, he says : 

" This shows that the highest masonic rank attained by Washington was 
that of Master of a lodge, and ought to bring us relief from that class of 
masonic orators-grand and otherwise-who persist in making him a Grand 
Master. But will it? His was so grand a figure that there is danger that 
nt:edlessly ignorant rna.~ons will still continue to link his name with the highest 
honors of the Fraternity. And perhaps there is a greater danger still-that 
the fact that he was an active mason may be seized upon by dissenting rite 
mongers, who, when they shall have perfected a pewter sodality of dizzy pro
portions may seek to drag his name into the mire of dissent by imputing to 
him its foundation, just as the great Frederick has been mad~;; to figure as the 
great law-giver and ritualist of a body which came into existence years after 
he had gone to his final rest." 

Yes, precisely as Solomon "has been made to figur~;; as the great law-giver 

and ritualist of a body which came into existenct: years after he had gone to 

his final rest." 

Of the sad death of Bro. THoMAs B. LoNG, he says: 

"And now-again and doubly alas \-comes to us through the daily press 
the sorrowful and startling announcement that Past Grand Master Thomas B. 
Long, upon whom Bro. Ruckle's mantle fell as chairman in this department, 
has, rashly importunate followed him to the realms of shade. We know not 
how great or how slight the jar which disturbed the equilibrium of the delicate 
brain whose workings we had all watched with such interest, pleasure and 
profit, and obliterated the (oft.times) vanishing line between perfect sanity and 
that lack of it which can abolish the overmastering in:.; tinct of self-preserva
tion. We cannot estimate it-no one can-we can only note its sufficiency 
by the result and mourn with those who mourn." 

Replying to Bro. STAToN, of Kentucky, he says: 

"But what if that which separates itself from the entanglements of supreme 
councils and Grand Orients is something quite other than Symbolic Masonry~ 
may it still demand by right to be encouraged? and if so, by whom? Can it 
be by those who have promised to respect only genuine brethren, and to dis
countenance all dissenters from the original plan of Masonry? lias the right 
to encouragement of these lodges to whose formation no Grand Lodge has 
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con~ Em ted- a right confe~sedly born of the repudiation of the only birthright 
they ever had-more power to compel the masonic conscience than the solemn 
agreement by the possessor of that conscience that no new lodge shall be 
formed without permission of the Grand Lodge, arid that no countenance be 
given to any irregular lodge? These questions point to some of the condi
tions upon which we were permitted to acquire the Masonry we possess and 
without which we could not have been given the authority to administer it!:i 
rites; and !-'io far no one-has been kind enough to tell us how we can unload 
ourselves of the re.sponsibi1ities which they clearly and unmistakably entail." 

As the man said to the one who proposed c• Suppose 1 had your note," 

that is not a suppo~able case! Not "supposable," because Bro. R.'s defini

tion of" Symbolic Masonry" is utterly erroneous. J{ut our brother is getting 

to be hard pressed on this subject when he hast:s his doctrine on mere words 

instead of the mea'ltittg of words. According to this a governing masonic 

body is not regular unless it bears the name "Grand Lodge" in English 

'Words! No matter ·what a body may actually be, it is irregular unles~ its 

name is "Grand Lodge." 

fn hi;; review of l\'iaine he says: 

"Two cases of waiver of jurisdk:tion in favor of Maine lodges by lodges in 
Massachusetts and Kentucky respectively, were reported, both courteously 
(and we should say, also, superfluou:::;ly) approved by the Grand Masters of 
those jurisdictions." 

Why" superfluously"? The enacted law of those states (as of many others) 

is that waiver of jurisdiction over a candidate, in favor !J.f a loage itt attothrY 

/).tate, can be made only with the approval of the Grand Master. In this sec

tion, the jurisdiction of lodges over candidate~ is, and always has been, fixed 

by the Grand Lodge. The "nearest lodge" law was not adopted in Maine 

till since the writer became a mcm.ber of the Grand Lodge. The modem idea 

prevailing in some quarters, that lodges have "inherent riihts n in candidates, 

has never prevailed, and such rights as they have they obtain exclusively from 

the laws of the Grand Lodge. We also deem the provision in question a wise 

om.:; the regularity of the lodge making the request, as well as of the proceed

ings, are much more safely left to the Grand Master than to the lodge. 

Of a decision of Grand Master LOCKF., he says : 

" We understand this to mean that lodges in Maine an; therehy practically 
precluded from conferring the third degree as the proxy of another lodge. 
This st::ems to us a strained conclusion, because we judge from his statt:ment 
tbat the purpose of the constitutional provi.'lion is to pre~'ent brethren from 
being raised to a condition of non-affiliation, as they arc in some jurisdictions, 
Illinois, for instance, where signing the lodge by-laws is made one of the es
sentials of attaining membership, to the end that the newly-raised brother shall 
be free at the very outset to choose his masonic home. If this is its purpose 
the decision is not essential to its fulfillment, as under a usage much older, we 
think, than the Maine Constitution, the brother is raised to membership in the 
lodge for which the work is done. The Illinois law in definlng the three meth
ods whereby membership in a lodge may be acquired1 sets forth, first, 'By 
having reg-ularly received the degree of Master Mason therein, and signing the 
by-laws thereof.' Our law is entirely silent upon the subject of conferring the 
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degrees as a proxy lodge, and without having examined the subject generally, 
we are of the opinion that the codes of most jurisdiction::; will be found to be 
equally silent. Re that as it may, the usage of conferring degrees by courtesy 
has prevailed in Illinois from the organization of the Grand }_odge down to 
the present time, and it has never been held that a brother raised by courtesy 
could under the provision of our law above quoted become a member of the 
lodge so conferring the degree, by simply signing the by-laws. We have seen 
two or three decisions-perhaps not more than two-cropping out in as many 
jurisdictions, that work by courtesy was not permissible, and have supposed 
the reason was found in a specific prohibitory enactment passed for some to us 
inf">cn1table reason, but it never occurred to us that Maine would he found in 
that category; and until thi~ decision has been passed upon we shall not think 
that the framers of the Maine Constitution had in mind at all what has so long 
had the sanction of general usage as to go without saying." 

Is our brotht!r quite sure, that the practice has prevailed so lcng in Illinois? 

We have been making an effort to ascertain how long this. practice has pre

vailed, but so far no one has been able to refer to a case till within forty years· 

We were Grand Ma::;ter during a part of the time of tht! Civil War. There 

wa5 a tremendous rush of candidates among the enlisted soldierr.. Feelings, 

which perhaps now cannot be fully appreciated, prompted the brethren to ad. 

mit almost any one who was going to the front. Some lodges had more work 

than they could well do, and some one soon suggt!sted that other lodges might 

do the work for them, and the matter was brought to our official notice. Un

fortunately, perhaps, for an unbiased decision, it was alleged that a lodge had, 

under thefiwm of law, elected candidates who were held by many members to' 

be unworthy, and that to avoid their being: stopped by objection, another lodge 

was asked to do the work and did it, before measures could be taken to pre

vent it. We had never heard uf a lodge's conferring degrl;;!es for another lodge. 

Hut we were then a young mason, and we inquired of the fathers, and no one 

of them had ever heard of such a thing. Those of them, upon whom vve all 

relied for advice, were unanimous in declaring it to be unmasonic. No lodge 

should interfere with the work of another lodge. The reason is that every 

lodge is held responsible for its own work. And the case that had occurred 

illustrated the \Visdom of the rule and the danger of departing from it. A 

lodge might just as well ask another lodge to receive a petition, act upon it, 

and elect a Candidate, as to ask one to conft!r the degrees upon one elected by 

it. These views prevailed, and while no decision was made, the practice at 

once ceased. Deputed at1thority cannot be deputed without express provision 

of the superior la\v to that effect. The charter of a lodge al1thorizes it to do 

certain things, but gives it no authority to grant power to another lodge to do 

anything. 

The question did not again arise for more than thirty years. In the mean 

time, the law in relation to membership had materially changed. \-Vhen 

Masonry was instituted in Maine (in 1769), and for more· than a century there

after, a brother did not become a member of a lodge till after he had been 
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elected. To be sure, in the early day::. the election washy 1rhm 1'oce vote. ln 

fact, when we had been "raised," we were asked by a brother i£ we desired to 

become a member, and upon our giving an affirmative reply, he moved our 

admission to membership; the motion was put by the Master and was de

clared carried, and at the Secretary's request we signed the by-lav.;s and were: 

declared to be a member. Sometimes the formality of an election ,,,as omitted 

and the brother invited to sign the hy-Iaws. In Massachusetts there was at 

least one lodge with a limited membership, anJ. its candidates 'llere never mem~ 

bers until vacancies happened. The practice in Maine, of course, led to our 

sending m1t large numbers of ·unaffiliated ma...,ons, who were, however, assumed 

to he in equally good standing with members. Soun complaint carne, especially 

from the V\.r est. and more care was taken. A brother l-eccwing the third 

degree had the right to sign the by-laws and become a member, as is now the 

case in Illinois. But the signing was often neglected, and complaints fre

quently came, that the brethren- could not hecome members of a lodge. This 

led to the adoption of the iron-clad rule that "Every candidate who shall re

ceive the third degree in any lodge in this jurisdiction shall thereby become a 

member of said lodge, and the Secretary shall record his name upon the roll 

of membership." 

While this would have prevented one lodge from acting as the proxy of 

another, it was adopted when it was already the la'>Y that a Maine lodge cannot 

act a."> such proxy. 

We leave off, a." we began, by inquiring what evidence there 'i"> that this 

practi~e "ha~ so long had the sanction of general usage as to go withoul say

ing"? 

He quotes what Grand Master lAJCKE ~;ays about making mason;) of Cath

olics, but while granting that it has a large measure of tntth, he does not quite 

agree, but if we understand him, he would rely upon the emancipating influ

ence of Masonry to make a Catholic practically renounce his church, as had 

happened in some instances within his own knowledge: on the other hand, 

he had known a Protestant mason who became a Catholic, and dropped ont 

of Masonry. But Masonry is tlot a reformatory Institution, either in mora.l~ or 

religion, and while there may be a chance to reform a man in either, we do not 

take him if he needs reformation in either. On the other hand, the chance of 

man's la'psing in either respect does not prevent our ad01itting him, if he is 

worthy 1.vhett 'Wt' take him. 

Commenting upon Grand Master LocKE's remarks in relation to re-imburs

ing money expended in charity, he well says: 

"The obligation lies on those to whom he applies, they finding him worthy, 
whether they be of his own lodge or of some other, or qf none. If he pays 
dues to some particular lodge the money i:::. not a depo-sit made by him to in
sure a cash benefit in case of need~exccpt in a few grand jurisdictions where 
commercialism has nearly robbed the Fraternity of its identity-but is simply 
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the share which he pays in common with others for the support of the institu
tion at large, of which his lodge is the organized outcropping in that commun
ity. When a lodge makes a man a ma.'">on, it is acting in behalf of the whole 
Fraternity, and the faith and credit given to. its masonk acts are accorded 
because of its being a part ofr the whole body. If it departs from the theory 
on which it is permitted to exist, and begins to do business on its own hcok, 
taking in improper persons in order to put money in its own treasury, regard
less of the welfare of the whole, still the whole is responsible for its acts and 
justly responsible if it does not cut off the offending member. Of course no 
lodge has any moral right to initiate any man whom it suspects of a desire to 
prey upon the Fraternity, but even if this happens it is better that the whole 
Fraternity should bear the burden. of the mistake, or the bad faith, than that 
it should be held that masonic charity ·extended by one party could entaH a 
debt upon another." 

Quoting our remarks in relation to the evils and increasing evils growing 

out of trial.s by the lodge, he says: 

"The evils referred to are not lightly estimated, and the question of a rem
edy is a most perplexing one, but we helievt! that even greater perplexities wi11 
be endured before our Grand Lodge will take any step that involves a disre
gard of the landmark which recognizes the lodge as ' the proper and competent 
judges of all 511ch controversies.'" 

But is our brother quite sure that the landmark does not relate solely to 

controversies between bretlzren, and that it includes cjfences against Masonry? 

Ile devotes considerable space to our reply to his report of last year, where

by he induced his Grand Lodge to withdra-w recognition from certain masonic 

Bodies, which have heretofore been universally recognized as legitimate. 

He thinks, that inasmuch as some others agree with him, he must have writ

ten to some purpose if it is true that his ground was not held till down to his 

time. His predecessor, Bro. GuRNEY, was the first to announce that doctrine, 

but it was in the last years of his life, and practically in Bro. RoHHINs' time. 

He has taken up the matter and given it the support of his great ability for 

many years, and it is not wonderful that he has made converts; but so far, his 

own and possibly one Other Grand Lodge are the only ones which have adopt

ed his view::., and these very Proceedings show that his own Grand Lodge is 

by no means a unit on the question, and we feel sure that when the other side 

is presented "-ith the preparation and ability that he has presented his side, the 

decision will he reversed. 

Onr expression" law and usage" troubles him greatly, as well it may. In 

his discussion he apparently forgets that in Masonry, very much of the law 

comes from usage. The term "'usage makes law" is eminently true of us. 

But in his argument1 he seems to us to fail to comprehend the meaning of 

the word usage. To show "how fallacious may be the deductions from usage" 

he cite.'i a single act of two Grand Lodges J As if two acts constitute a usage l 

He admits 'that his own Grand Lodge had at an early day fallen into t~e 

usage of recognizing these Bodies, and had continued it down to the adoption 

of his report ; but his answer is that no vote of the Grand I~odge can be found 
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granting recognition : of course not; for these formal votes are of very modern 

invention; the recognition of these bodies was by the craft, as a matter of 

course. We doubt very much if, before the vote on his report, any vote of 

his Grand Lodge can be found recognizing either the Grand Lodge of Maine 

or Massachusetts, and yet the craft in Illinois ha~ always recognized us prac· 

tically, and in a manner a thousand times more forcible than any vote of the 

Grand Lodge; and it. recognized the bodies in question precisely in the same 

way. 

We greatly regret to find that in this part of his report, a8 well as in the 

part already notiCed, he descend:-; to what must be regarded as a quibble on 

mere word,r. 

He holds with us that there is law in Masonry which is " usage proof '' i 

but in applying it, he utterly fails, because, as we have already stated, he relies 

upon the arrang-ernent of the letters in the wol·d instead of the meanill§!' of the 

word itself. 

We questioned the correctness of the decision hy which the consent of all 

lodges having concurrent jurisdiction was required to waive it in favor of 

another lodge, and in reply he says: 

"This is quite to the point as to the condition of affairs which called out 
the decision, The common terdtory ,~ras so large that it was possible for one 
seeking the waiver to apply therefor to a lodge fifteen or t\venty miles from 
his place of abode-the lodge least of all qualified to pass upon his fitness
and when it was found that this had become the usual practice {of course 
under the advice of masons outside the common territory, whose lodges were 
to get the usufruct) the necessity for taking from the profane the power of 
election which permitted such abuse, became apparent." 

Yes, that is all right; but could not the candidate have applied for the 

degrees to the lodge fifteen or twenty miles away without the co11sent of any 

o.f the others? If yes, is not the decision (with the reason for it) conclusive 

in favor of a change of that part of the law ? 

In the discussion of a question, he attributed as we understood it to ALHF.RT 

PIKE the first printing of ciphers j but he said ''rituals," which we uncon

sciously assumed to be in cipher form; as we remember it, the change destroys 

all the force of the argument in which he used it. And now we are very curi· 

ous t9 know what "printed ritual " he means. If he will inform us in this 

particular, we shall no longer be at cross purposes. V.l e believe that his 

original proposition was utterly erroneous ; it was so unless we are grossly 

mi..:; informed. 

Upon one other point we want ~ome information; referring to what we said 

of Negro Masonry, he says~ 

"We did not deny in 1871 or in 1898-9, nor do we now deny or seek to 
minimize the fact that the later courf'ie of African Lodge and of those who 
trace their connection back to that body has beset the question of righting 
that wrong with almost insurmountable difficulties, perhaps wholly insurmount-
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able except by the Grand Lodge at whose door the wrong lies. It needs no 
argument to prove to us the pre~ent irregularity of these descendants, but al
though Bro. Drummond says we have been conclusively answered at every 
point, we are still constrained to .say that we have seen nothing worthy to be 
called argument in support of the denial that Afiican Lodge at the' time it was ~ 
excluded from participating in the formation of the Grand Lodge of Massa
chusetts, was as regular as the lodges which conspired to rob its members of 
their rights. 1' 

What authority has he for the statement that African Lodge "was excluded 

from participating in the formation of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts"? 

While the decision does not hinge u·pon whether it was or was not excluded, 

it will be time enough to discuss that' question when it is shown that it 'u;as 

excluded. 

Referring to a question recently started, he informs us that-

" ln Illinois, whose first lodges were derived from Kentucky and Missouri, 
the three gavels are ln evidence, and doubtless to all our untraveled brethren 
their use is a 1 landmark. j " 

Of another matter which we have discussed somewhat, and to which we 

have given much thought without reaching any definite conclusion, he says: 

"With the ]ast sentence we agree wholly. We would not make separate 
memorial pages for the distinguished craftsmen from abroad unless one were 
our representative near his Grand Lodge, and we agree that executive notice 
should be taken of permanent members only with the s;ame exception. It is 
only within a few years that the custom of noticing the distinguished dead of 
other jurisdictions in the add res~_ has grown np. We do not think it ls one to 
be commended, but that this field should be left, like other outside events, 
chiefly to the committee on correspondence. Perhaps in this field no reviewer 
succeeds in living up to his ov.11 standard of the sense of proportion that 
should govern, but we do think it is profitable to the craft to know something 
of the character and achievements of its chief men and of the qualities V.·hich 
impress those among whom they lived." 

INDIANA, 1900. 

The frontispiece is a portrait of M. W. OLIN E. HOLLoWAY, the incoming / 

Grand Master, and we have also the portraits of Past Grand Masters }AMES 

]. ToDD and NICHOLAS R. RUCKLE, who had died during the year, and also 

of l{!CHARD W. THoMPso~, an honorary member· of the G-rand Lodge who 

had also died during the year. 

The Grand Master, WIJ.LIAM G~:<:AKE, notices briefly the deaths of Past 
Grand Masters Ruc;KLE and Tonn, and Bro. THOMPSON. 

His address is largely confined to an enumeration of his official action stated 

concisely, but which taken together shows that he had been a very diligent 

officer, and had performed the duties of his office zealously and ably. 

l1'ive corner-stones had been laid during tht! year, and quite a number of 

halls dedicated, and a large number of by-laws had been examined by him 

and approved. 
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A curious case arose in one lodge. The Secretary refnsed to issue a dimit 

to a member who had. made the proper application, ·and which the lodge had 

granted, he being clear on the books. The Grand Master ordered the dim it to 

be issued, but he subsequently received word that the lodge had refused to 

obey the order, and had rescinded its action and refused to is~ue the dimit, the 

Secretary having resigned rather than obey the order. He appointed a special 

Deputy to investigate the matter with power, and he reported that he had 

suspended the lodge, pending investigation. He revoked that order suhse

quently, called a meeting and made full examil1ation of the matter, and became 

satisfied that the lodge had no intention of disobeying the order of the Grand 

Ma..~ter, but were ignorant of the law. The Deputy administered a severe 

~ reprimand, and the "brethren exptessed the deepest regret for their conduct, 

and pledged themselves anew to the cause of Freemru.onry and to each other." 

The visit of the Depnty and the proceedings ~cems to have restored harmony 

in the lodge, whkh resumed its labors ,.,dtb bright prospect" for the future. 

In another ca.~e the brethren, desiring to incn:ase their membership, certain 

members voluntarily agreed to pay a part of the initiation fee of new members. 

As a part of the amount promised by these brethren was in arrears, he repri· 

manded the lodge for its conduct, and ordered the arrears to be paid within 

thirty days tmder pain of the suspension of their charter. The money was 

paid, and it is quite probahle that this method of redncing the fee will not be 

again attempted. 

One case arose ln which the decision was not exactly what we like. A lodge 

in another State telegraphed that a brother had died who claimed to be a 

member of an Indiana lodge, and his family had requested the lodge to bury 

him. Thereupon the Secretary replied that the brothe.r was a member in good 

standing," act accordingly." Thereupon he was buried by the Missouri lodge, 

and the bill, amounting to $:29.50t was sent to the Tndiana lodge, ·which it re

fused to pay. 

ln relation to this the following decision was made by the Grand Lodge: 

"A Secretary of lpdge has no authority, by reason of his official position1 to 
bind his lodge for any money expended by another lodge in the burial of a 
deceased brother. On receiving notice of the death of a non-resident member, 
the Secretary should report the same to the Worshipful Master of hi1; lodge, 
who is authorized to call a meeting of his lodge to take such action as th~ 
case may demand, and the Secretary should then report the same in response 
to the telegram received." 

Answering the following question : 

"When telegraphic notice of the death of one of its non-resident members 
is received by a lodge from a ma::;onic body, and asking what the lodge desires 
done in regard to his burial and the Secretary in his official capacity answer:; 
hy telegraph, giving directions as to what shall be done, is the lodge bound to 
pay money which is expended under the authority of the Secretary's telegram? n 
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The decision does not, in our view, answer the question. So far as it goes, 
the decision is correct, but in this case the Secretary in his official capacity 

had answered t~e telegram, and, as we-think, the lodge receiving it had the 

right to assume that it was authorized by the lodge. We do not think that is 

a case in which a party dealing with an agent is bound to know that the agent 

has authority. Apparently the telegram came in the usual order of things, 

and we think the Indiana lodge should have paid the hill and dealt with the 

Secretary for his violation of his duty. 
The Grand Master had had correspondence with Pennsylvania in relation to 

conferring the degrees by an Indiana lodg·e upon a caJ:1didate who had been re· 

jected in Pennsylvania. The Grand Master found that the candidate had 

resided in Indiana the required time, and replied to the Grand Master of 

Pennsylvania that the party had been made a mason regularly under the law 

of the Grand Lodge of Indiana. No reply had been received to his announce-

ment then, but ·we apprehend that the party will not be admitted to many ~ 
lodges in Pennsylvania! 

He had revoked the edict of non-intercourse wjth the Grand Lodge of 
\\~a:;;hington, the latter having modified its action. 

There are very many routine matter5 of local interest passed upon by the 
Grand Master1 but we find no occasion fo dissent from his action, save in the 

one cas.e to which we have alluded. 

On the report Of the Grand Secretary~ that quite a number of copies of 
1
' Masonry in Indiana n remain on hand, the price was redl.lced to one dollar a 

copy. 

The Temple had paid its way during the year and tumed a balance of over 

two thousand dollars into the treasury, but yet the trustees say that on account 

of its location the property can never be very remunerative. 
The Committee on Lodges U. D. report in detail, calling attention to all the 

errors in the records. In one case the committee say: 

u The record of proceedings contain a few errors. Among which is the com
mon one, of d~signating the meetings as regular and special, instead of 'stated 
or called/ as the case may be.11 

·-

While the latter is probably the more general usage, ret the change from 
u regular n to 11 stated" is a modem innovation. It wa." made in our Grand 

Lodge the first time that we attended it, and the reason given was, that to use 
"regular communication" implied that there might be an "irregular" com

munication. The logic of this did not strike us forcibly at the time and never 

has since, and we find that in the profane world the word "regular" is used in 

the same connection very generally, and is well understood to mean to refer to 
time and nothing else; that is to say, that the communication wa~ held at the 

regular time. We have regretted ever since that our Grand Lodge took the 

action that it did, contrary to what had been the practice in the lodges from 

the very introduction of Masonry into Maine up to that time. 
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One of the lodges, by resolution, brought before the Grand Lodge the prac

tice of authorizing one individual to cast the entire vote of the Grand Lodge 

for a particular candidate, and upon the report of the Committee on Jurispru

dence the Grand Lodge adopted a resolution against the practice, and ordered 

the laws of the Grand Lodge to be complied with in all cases. 

Past Grand Master SIMEON S. JoHNSON made a brief report in relation to 

the Wa...,hington Centennial. The regular delegates were not present at the 

meeting of the Grand Lodge the night before, and the committee explains it 

by saying that the Grand Secretary had written to the Grand Secretary of 

Virginia, inquiring if the various delegates were desired or expected to visit 

the Grand Lodge that evening, and had received no reply; and thereupon 

they did not attend. Fortunately Past Grand Master MARTIN II. RtcF. was 

present and responded ably for the Grand Lodge. 

We knew nothing of the meeting of the l;rand Lodge on that evening until 

our arrival in Washington, and we wonder that our Indiana brethren, 'when 

tlzey reported at headquader.s, did not obtain the information which they had 

not received. It was there that we received it. 

We would be exceedingly glad to copy largely from the tributes paid to 

Bro. THOMPSON, but space forbids. We had a personal acquaintance with 

Bro. RucKLE, and he was serving at the time of his death as Committee on 

Correspondence, and we had leamed to hold him in high esteem and affection 

both as a mason and as a man, and appreciate very highly his labor on the 

committee. 

Bro. THOMAS B. LoNG submitted a report in relation to the Grand Lodge 

of Porto Rico, but coming to the conclusion that no action could then be 

taken, and postponing the matter for further information; he closes his report 

as follows: 

"This is a situation which cannot long be delayed; and when their beautiful 
island shall occupy this position in the world of nations, they will encounter 
no insurmountable difficulty in gaining an unquestionable standing in the 
world of Ancient Craft Masonry." 

He also presented a report upon Mexir:an Ma.<;onry, to which we have already 

alluded in our review of Illinois. 

It does not come up to the manifesto of Bro. RonBINS by a good deal, and 

does not sustain Bro. ROBlHNS in any of his positions, but he says: 

"The conclusion of the whole matter seems to be as just as it is inevitable, 
that before any further recognition be given to the Grand Dieta of Mexico by 
any of the Grand Lodges of the United States of America, that heretofore 
unreliable and unsatisfactory organization must be indifferently allowed to 
pursue an undisturbed course of experiment until it can show, by sufficient 
examples of proper conduct, • fruits' of its own that can be deemed 'meet for 
repentance.'" 

This conclusion is based upon previous statements in the report, of the 

irregularities that had been a1lowed by the Grand Dieta in the admission of 
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women, and in the exclusion of the Bible from its altars, matters which nobody 

disputes, and,only saying what others have also said, that while not refusing 

recognition we should wait awhile, to see whether the Gr.wd Dieta is able to 

go on in the course which it has marked out. 

The majority of the Committee on Grievances reported in favor of reversing 

the act of a lodge in expelling a man who had been a banker, and had induced 

brethren to deposit moneys with him after he knew that he was in~olvent, and 

which moneys he used for his own persorial use, and also by false statements 

inducing brethren to sign a note with him. The majority of the committee 

based its action upon the ground that' it was a mere failure to pay a debt; but 

the Grand Lodge adopted the report of the minority, and affirmed the decision 

of the lodge. We are rather surprised at the ·stand taken by the majority of 

the committee, although we agree with them in everything they say in relation 

to Masonry's not being a collective agency to inforce the payment of debts. 

But we think that the obtaining of money by fa1se pretences is something 

more than a debt, and should be so treated hy masons. 

There is no Report on Correspondence; we presume on account of the 

death of Bro. RuCKLE, who wa.•;; Chairman of the Committee. 

We find also in the Proceedings a cut of the monument recently erected to 

the memory of Past Grand Ma.~ter Au·:xANDER A. MEEK, the President of 

the convention which organized the Gr~nd Lodge, and its_ first Grand Master. 

The addresses given on the unvailing of this monument are published in the 

Proceedings, and are well worth the attention of our brethren. 

INDIAN TERRITORY, 1900. 

A special communication was held for laying the comer stone of a new 

Masonic Hall at Wynnewood1 on the day of the closing of the Grand Lodge in 

r8<)<). The full ceremonies were performed, and a beautiful oratio'n delivered 

by Bro. THOMAS E. HUMPHREY. 

Two other corner stones were laid during the year, one of a Masonic Temple 

at Muskogee, and the other of a church at Ardmore. 

At the annual communication, the Grand Secretary made a statement and 

offered for adoption an amendment to the published proceedings of 1 899,. which 

wa..<; unanimously adopted, having heen omitted. It was a provision providing 

for mileage and per diem, commencing with 1900. 

For some reason the Grand Master did not present his report until the after. 

noon session of the first day, after considerable business had been transacted 

and after the Grand Secretary and Gr-d.nd Treasurer had made their reports. 

The Grand Secretary urges that a system of inspection of lodges once a year 

should be made. In connection with that he says: 

! 

I 
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"Why may not the Gran<l Lecturer, the CuHtodians and the D. D. Grand 
Masters, who seem to be more ornamental than useful, be authorized and in· 
structed to help the lodges as above indicated and make a yearly report to the 
Grand Lodge of the condition of the lodges? Such reports would be interest
ing and valuable. It may be noticed in the table of Statistics for this year 
that ninety brethren have been suspended for non-payment of dues. "Vith all 
kindly feeling for my brethren of the cross~pens., I believe th~t seventy-five 
per cent. of these would have cheerfully paid their dues if the Secretaries had 
persistently and fraternally made an effort to collect them. Since the Grand 
Lodge requires no dues from the. lodges for old and poor brethren whose dues 
are remitted by the lodges, there i)'; less occasion for suspending anybody for 
non-payment of dues, provided the Secretaries, aided hy the \Vorshipful Mas
ters, would do their duty." 

The Grand Secretary, Bro. JosJ.:PH S. MllRRow, made a report as represent" 

ative of the Grand Lodge at the Washington Centennial, and, like all others 

who" were there, speaks of the interest and importance of the occasion in the 

highest terms. 

v.,.~ e find that we wen: in error in stating that it djd not appear why the ad

dress of the Grand Master was not presented until the afternoon. He had 

sent his address to be printed, hut had sent it too late to have it printed in 

time for the opening of the Grand Lodge, and he had made no copy of it. 

In ]lis aJdre:.;~. the Chand Master, PETER l1YRON ARTHUR, gives a detailed 

account of his official action, opening his address with some. practical sugges

tions. He say~ that while secular affairs have been. a .little ffillddled! "conse· 

quent upon tht' approaching transition period,'' Masonry bas made wonderful 

strides. 

He had made some visitations, but not so n~any a8 he would have liked to 

have made. 

He had granted six dispensations for new lodges, and quite a number of 

spec.ial dispensationl:i, and had refused a good many mor~. One that he had 
granted was to bury a brother, who at the time of his death was Supreme 

Jndge of the Chm.:taw Nation, who was a Choctaw hy ·blood, and had r~> 

quested to be buried with masonic honors, ~ut who died· seventy-five mile~ 

away from the lodge; the dispensatlon was to allow the services to be per

formed, really after he had been buried. While the bodj• had been deposited 

in the grave., it had been covered with p1anks 1 and kept in that condition until 

the services ·were performed. The lodge went over sevcnty·five miles in De· 

cetnber, taking five dayi:i and a half, to comply 1vi.th this request of the de. 

ceased. brother; The Master of the lodge says: 

"We made the trip to the late residence of our deceased bwther and re
paired to the grave and performed the burial senrice in the following manner: 
We formed in proceHsion at the residence and marched to the grave, one and 
<me·half mile."~the kindred following in order. 0"!1 arriving_ at the grave v,.·e 
formed around it in-the usual form, removed the earth down to the box that 
surrounded the coffin, and then performed the burial service, making the usual 
deposits, etc. 
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"After the grave was filled, I planted a cedar bush at the head, then fom1ed, 
and marched back to the residence, in procession, obtained a suitable room 
and closed the lodge in due and ancient form." 

This was a most remarkable case, and speaks more than volumes for the 

love of Masonry and for the brethren of that lodge. 

Fol1owing upon the action of the Grand Lodge the year before, he had 

entered into correspondence with the promotors and friends of the Masonic 

Orphan's Home, and had written a personal letter tb every lodge, urging con~ 

tributions for the purpose. But reports had been received from very few of 

the lodges. We trust that the money will be raised, and that the Grand Lodge 

will not go into debt in this C!lterprise, for it seems to us that the membership 

is scarcely lat:ge enough to make the enterprise a prudent one from a busi-lus.r 

#mtdpo:t'nt. While the care of the distressed is a masonic duty that should 

never be ncglectt;d or evaded, yet when we come to the method, then it lJe, 

comes a matter of busine:ss, and great care should be taken that a heavy 

burden is not imposed upon the craft, by not selecting the correct m~;;thod. 

However, the membership is increasing very rapidly in that jurisdiction, and 

by the time the funds shall be raised the. business side of the question may 

present a very different aspect. 

The Grand Master had been called upon to render- a great many decisions, 

and in relation to them he says: 

ii We have now reached the vortex of the 1Nhirlwind of confusion-a partial 
harvest of the 1 question crop.' I feel I am due you some apology for the vast 
amount and the length of the decisions I have rendered, yet it seems to me 
that the interest of the craft demands that they be thl1S fully explained, or 
commented upon. I am fully alive to the certain fact that this mode of pro~ 
cedure is calculated to subject me to untold (and perhaps severe} criticism at 
home and abroad. Be that as it may, [ have not shunned to declare what J 
conceive to be of manifest interest to a majority of our lodges. Undoubtedly 
it would be more graceful, and considered in better taste, and more in accord 
with 'established form' and the 1 usual custom' to have answered hy 'yes' or 
'no.' I kno\Y it would have been much easier for me, but this mode does not 
explain, and the same questions are repeated from year to year, to burden the 
administration of every Grand Master; hence I have endeavored to qualify or 
give law and reason for every decision ; trusting that the future records of our 
lodges and Grand Masters will prove the wisdom of the course thus adopted. 
I have only reserved, or plucked out, a few links of the endless chain of cor
respondence that I deemed of more than local or passing intere~:t. 1 have 
written several hundred letters on questions of jurisprudence of which no rec
ord ha.~ been kept." 

We entirely agree with the GranO. Master in his views, and most heartily 

commend the course which he has taken. 

It makes no odds at a11 whether the brethren ought to kno\\. what the law is, 

and what they ought to do in certain ca.•ws, or not, if they do· not know: and 

while it may be that they ought to have studied and lean1ed en011gh so a:-: 

not to be calling on the Grand Master, yt!t if they have not, the craft requiret-t 
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that they ~hould be instructed, and as we said before, we most earnestly com

mend tb~ course which our M. ¥l. brother saw fit to take. 

In his answers he refers the brethren frequently to sources of information 

which they can consult for themselves. 

There are some of the decisions in which we do not quite agree with him, 

but the most of them are based upon local law, and are of local interest. 

[£we understand him, h~;;::, in one case~ decided that when it has been reported 

to the Gr. Secretary under the seal of the Grand Lodge, that a certain brother 

is Senior Warden, although he ha.~ not been installed and refuses to be in

stalled, a new election cannot take place, although he does say, of course, that 

an officer should never be reported as such if he has not been installed. It 

will be remembered that a simi1ar ca~e in Maine was decided the other way~ 

that is. to ~ay, thal the officer who declines to be installed thereby declines the 

election, and a dispensation should issue to elect one in his place. 

In his. conclusion he pays a just tribute to Grand Secretary MURROW as 

follows: 

"I cannot justly close this report without pointing with exultant pridt:- and 
satisfaction to the exemplary manner in which our Grand Secretary's office is 
conducted. That true, tried and trusty 'masonic warrior,' Bro. J. R. Murrow, 
can always be found, rigged in full armor at his post in the front ranks, ready, 
willing and thoroughly competent to do service and answer every call. It b 
through the office of Grand Secretary that our character and official standing 
is established and maintained in foreiglJ jurisdictions." 

The Trustees of the Orphan's Home reported that there is now on hand 

$2,950·49, about one-half of which was collected in each of the two preceding 

years. We think that this Grand Lodge is doing splendidly in this direction) 

and the Trustees say that the interest in thi:-; work is taking a deep root, and 

that they expect a liberal donation this coming year. 

The Grand Orator delivered a nice address, entitled <~Theological Ladder." 

Taking this with that of the Grand Master's, if the brethren v;ould carefully 

read the Proceedings, they will derive a good deal of practical instruction and 

information. 

Bro. MuRKO\\' read a brief general Report on Correspondence, and there is 

no regular review of the different Grand Lodges. 

Of the Grand Lod.ge of Washington he says: 

"There ~eems to be a general feeling of disappointment at the manner in 
\'-'-hich the Grand Lodge of Washington rescinded the objectionable resolutions 
of 1898. The recession from the position, taken at that time, appears to have 
been half-hearted, and has left the impression that the Grand Lodge is of the 
same opinion stilL N otJAithstanding their indefinite utterances and doubtful 
receding from their very reprehensible position, most of the Grand Lqdges 
have accepted in a masonic spirit the re~cinding of those resolutions and re
newed their friendly and fraternal relations. It was my good fortune to meet 
Grand Secretary Thomas M. Reed at the Washington· Memorial Services and 
he impressed me very favorably. He is certainly a strong man intellectually, 
and po~sesses a fine spirit. So far as Indian Territory is concerned, let u& 
treat that unpleasant incident as do~ed." 
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The following resolution was adopted: 

~~.Resolved, That when a subordinate lodge is reque,:;ted to and confe.rs any 
of the degrees for another lodge, the lodge confer:ling the degrees shall retain 
one-half of the fee charged the candidate by the lodge for whom the \:~tork is 
done.H 

We have an impression that if this should be pretty generally adopted, it 

might diminish somewhat the practice that has hcen growing very rapidly dur

i?g the past few years-one that we deem contrary to the original idea of mak· 

ing masons. 

The following n.:solution in relation to the Eastern Star was adopted : 

"Resoh1ed, That the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge, A. F. & A.M., of the 
Indian Territory, does most heartily endor,:;e the Order knoWn as the Order of 
the Eastern Star, not as a part of Masonry, but as a mo!St powerful adjunct to 
masons in its great 'vork, it being composed of Master Masons1 their wives, 
widows, sisters and daughters, and we recommend the Order to all ma..'lons. 

11.Rtsollfed, That thr:: thanks of this Grand Lodge is most heartily extended 
to the Grand Chapter, 0. E. S., of lndian and Oklahoma Territories, for the 
very generous donation it has granted to the establishment of the Masonic 
Orphans' HOme, and we pray that our sisters will continue to aid in this most 
laudable work." 

Rev. Bro. G.EORGE A. DANNELL'l, of Arkansas, sent a mesgage of love and 

remembrance by one of the brethren, who delivered a eulogy upon the vener

able brother, which was responded to 'by sevenil brethren, and the Grand Sec

retary was instructed to il write a letter of remembrance, esteem and love from 

the Grand Lodge of the Indian Territory to Our beloved brother, who is just 

ready to cross over the river to the glory land on the other side." 

The Committee on Masonic Law reported only upon a part of the decisions, 

apparently leaving the re~t for report next year. 

As already stated, there was no Report on Corrt!spontlence. 

IOWA, 1900. 

The cover has on the outside a portrait of the venerable Grand Secretary 

PARVIN, and a ~:ut of the Grand Lodge library builQ.ing, and inside in there

port of the Committee on Library~ ~..:nts and vie·ws from the insidt; are given. 

The members of the Grand Lodge met at tbe Library Building and were 

escorted by Apollo Command.;;ry to the Opera House, where the session was 

held. Many citizens were present; they were called to ord~:r, and prayer wa~ 

offered, which was followed by $inging by a qtiartette of ladies, which was so 

acceptable that an e·ncore was <.:ailed fo~. The Mayor was tht:n introduced, 

who. in hrief hut appropriate words welcomed the Grand· Lodge to the city. 

The quartette gave another selection, and the Grand Master1 after a few intro

ductory wolds, introduced Pai:;t Grand Master FIU.I.ows, who re:.:.ponded in 

behalf of the Grand MaSter and. Grand Lodge. 

) 
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Thereupon the Grand Master called the attention of the audience to a gavel 

·which he held in his hand, stating that it was used by one of his pn.:decessors 

in J852, and asked if there was any brother in the audience who had been 

pre~ent on that oc-casion. After a brief interval of silence, in whic:h no one re

::;ponded, Grand Secretary P ARVI~ aro~e and remarked that he was not only 

present, bnt used the gavel on that occasion. Tht: Grand Master said that he 

knc,.,~ no other brother could respond, and introduced Bro. PARVIN to the 

audience, who made a few approprlate remarks. 

The quartette then rendered "Home Sweet Home" "very beautifully,ll 

and the1·eupon the ladies and citizens retired from the Opera House, and the 

t; rand J .. odge was open eO. and the usual business transacted. 

The Grand Master, THOMAS LAMTIERT, delivered an exceedingly intetesting 

address, in -.,vhich he wa:s able to say that not an unkind or discourteous word 

had been writf:en or spoken to him during the year. He believed his decisions 

were received in the same spirit. There had been differences and discussions 

throughout the jurisdiction, but, so far as he knew, nothing of a serious char

acter had occurred. 

Tn thb connection he well says: 

'~To say, however, that there has been no diversity of opuuon among the 
brethren and lodges, or differences in constructions placed upon the laws, 
would be a strong intimation that the craft in Iowa had either been asleep 
during the year, or had risen entirely above the plane mortal man is ::.upposed 
to occupy." 

He announced the death of Past Grand Treasurer WILLIAM A. CoLTON, 

and also that of Past Grand Ma!o>ter EnwARD AUGUSTUS G1JILBERT. Of the 

latter he says: 

"In the prime of his life Bro. Guilbert was an active, enthusiastic mason, 
having at variou~ times filled the offict:s of Grand 1Haster, Grand Commander 
aud G-rand High Priest. fn those tlays he was a strong man, fearless and clo
qeent in the advocacy of the cause he espollSed; forceful and. deci!o>ive in his 
arguments, he \\·as an antagonist worthy the steel of any man, and one who 
neither gave nor asked for quarters in debate. Let us emulate those traits of 
his life and character that are worthy of cmlJ]ation, and cast about the others, 
if any there he, the 'broad mantle of masonic charity.'" 

Bro. GuiLBERT had very strong co~1victions, and it wa:;, emphatically true of 

hnn that "he had the com·age of his convictions;" and would defend them 

nndcr all circumstances, He disagreed with many of his brethren of his 

llrand Lodge, and in the latter part of his life rather wjthdrew from active 

ma...,onic work 

The returns show a healthy and prosperous condHion, with many very satis

factory impro\'ements. They were received more promptly than usual, and 

\vhere they had to be returned for correction, Masters were more prompt in 

having them corrected. 

APP. Z4 c. L. 
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The gain during the year was 898, a larger gain than for a good many years 

previous, in fact, almost double its average for the preceding ten years. 

In this connection the Grand Master says: 

"It is also pleasing to note a substantial increase in the number of re-instate
ments, showing that those brethren who ·had) through carelessness or other
·wise, allowed their names to be stricken from the rolls of Masonry, arc 're
penting of their folly,' and re-uniting with their first love. I am still of the 
opinion that the number of suspensions for non-payment of dues is a matter 
that rests largely with the Ma..<O\ters of the various lodges. In years of experi
ence in checking over lodge returns, I have found that the largest per cent. 
of suspensions has invariably been in the lodges that were most negligent in 
collecting their dues." 

It would s.eem that tht! responsibility of collecting of dues in Iowa is placed 

upon the Master. In this jurisdiction in which the Secretary collects the 

dues, these remarks will apply to that officer. He repeats that which has been 

frequl:ntly stated, that prompt co11ection of dues ·will make the li::.t of •::nu;pen

si·on::; much shorter. 

He had issued dispensations for eight new lodges, and in thi.s connection he 

well says: 

"I have ahvays believed that the success of any Jodge, either new or old, 
depended more upon the character, energy, and ability of the individual broth
ers than upon anything clse1 and in tht! granting· of dispensations I have been 
governed largely thereby." 

\Ve have known many instances in which a masonic body had one very 

active and energetic member upon whose efforts the prosperity of that body 

very largely depended.. At any rate, while such a one was in active service 

the body was prosperous, but with his death or absence, the body began to 

languish, and we think that in the granting of a dispensation for a new body, 

the officer ought to take into consideration the character of the petitioners for 

energy and perseverance. 

Four lodges had surrendered their charters, three of them on account of 

weakness, and the other on account of internal dissension. In that case, 

about three-fourths of the brethren at once petitioned for a dispens<.ttion for a 

new lodge, which the Grand Master granted. 

This is a harsh remedy, although it has been frequently adopted, and 

upon the whole we think it is one against which there is no good ground to 

complain. 

He calls attention to the fact that dues are payable on a given day, and if a 

brother is a member on that d,ay he is charged with the whole of the dues, and 

while in Iowa they are paid in advance, it mades no difference, and if he take~ 

his dimit the next day he is chargeable for the fu11 amount of dues and i.s not 

entitled to a proportional rebate, \Yhich some of the lodges in that jurisdiction 

had been making. However, the dues in Iowa are payable semi-annually, on 

the first days of January and June. 
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~- He devotes a small ~pace to the "Printed Proceedings." The expense of 

that work has varied frolll $I,40o to $U5oo a year, and this has been sharply 

criticized, and the alleged extravagance has occasionally been denounced. 

()f this he in part says: 

"Under the masonic code it is one of the duties of the Trustees to arrange 
and contract for said printing, and the matter of prices was given a full and 
fair investigation this year. Tt must be remembered that the Proceedings of 
the Grand Lodge of Iowa havt.: been models in that line of work for many 
years past-aUly edited, comprehensively indexed, and containing only such 
matter and statistics as were of value and interest to the craft. Typographi
cally they have bet::n gems of the printer's art." 

This i8 all true, and the standard of excellent work cannot be maintained at 

a nominal expense. 

Howevei\ he stated that samples were submitted to three of the largest 

printing establishments in the State and bids were requested. Not one of 

them bid below the price which the Grand Lodge had been paying, and none 

of them solicited the work at that price, So that the conclusion was that the 

·wor1{ was done at a fair price and the complaints about unnecessary expense 

were not well founded. The only methoU in which a reduction could be made 

would be a change in the amount and character of the work. 

He had found that U.issension had. arisen by an improper use of the black

ball in a few cases, and in relation to this he well says: 

"To deposit a black ball and keep from our ranks one not worthy to be 
made a ma . ..,on i:; the sacred right of every Master Mason in good standing, 
and he who fails to exercise that right when he has knowledge of facts that 
would justify him in so doing, fails to do hi~ 'Yhole duty to the craft. But the 
brother who deposits the black ball to avenge a personal spite, or for any other 
nnmasonic cause, thns keeping a thoroughly worthy and deserving man out of 
our ranks, is not a true mason, and has that in his heart which will ever pre
vent him from being one until it is cast out. He needg to be 'born again,' and 
the sooner the better, if he expects to bt! worthy of the honors that have been 
bestowed upon him. It would be impossihle to frame a law to meet such 
ca:,;es "\Vithout destroying those sacred rights guaranteed under the Constitu
tion, but promiscuous black-balling for personal ~pite should be so universally 
and emphatically condemned that the masonic path of him who practices it 
would not be strewn with roses." 

This was the trouble in the lodge to which we have referred, which sur

rendered its charter, and to the members of ·which had been granted a dispen
. . ·' sa twn for a new lougc, 

( )f the Grand Lodge of Washington he says : 

"At the last communicatiqn of the Grand Lodge of Washington the ob
jectionable resolution was rescinded, It is ung'nestionably true that more 
'rescinding' might have been done with a great deal less verbiage, and the 
sentiment breathed throughout is strong evjdence that-

"' lie that complies against his will, 
Is of his own opinion still.' 

"But I am inclined to accept the act in good faith, and know of no reason 
'..vhy the cordial and fraternal relations heretofore existing between the Grand 
l..odge of Iowa and the Grand Lodge of Washington should not be continued." 
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There had been quite a number of dedications of halls during the year, and 

one comer-stone had been laid for a new lodge hall. 

He had rendered quite a number of decisions, but as the cases were dis

posed of, he did not think it desirable to report them to the Grand Lodge~ 

Referring to the Washington Centennial, he says 'that a concise history of ~ 
the masonic life and services of Washington was published in the library 

bulletin for November, 1899, and he issued an edict setting apart the fourteenth 

of December for memorial services, and while he himself went to Mt. Vernon 

to attend there, a large number of lodges observed the day. He says that 

"no occasion of masonic import was ever so very generally observed by the 

craft in that jurisdiction than was the centennial anniversary of the death of 

our beloved brother, George Washington." 

Of the centennial itself, he says: 

j' Never were masons more royally enteiiained than those who assembled as 
the guests of the Grand Lodge of Virginia upon the above occasion. Grand ~ 
in its conception and successfully executed, the ceremonie..;; at Mount Vernon 
on the 14th of December last stand without a parallel in the masonic history 
of America, or in the world." 

The report of the custodian shows that a large number of schools of instruc

tion were held, and attended very largely by the lodges. 

Messages of love were sent to Past G. S. Warden ELsOM and Past Grand 

Master BLACKMAR, and also Past Grand Master GRANGER, who were detained 

from attendance by illness. 
The reports of the Grand Secretary and Grand Librarian are, as heretofore, 

almost wonderful in the amount of interesting matter contalned in them. 

He acknowledges the receipt of a few lodge histories and adds: 

,, In previous reports we have referred with pleasure to the lodge histories 
of Maine and Virginia, whose enterprising brethren ina11gurated the work1 

which has of late seemed to decline." 

We are keeping it up pretty well in Maine, however, and no year goes by 

which does not add several printed histories to those already prepared, and 

now that the decennial year has arrived, ,,-e believe more will be prepared and 

printed. Nevertheless, we have many manuscript histories in the Grand 

Lodge, and a full collection of the lodge returns, for some fo~y years. 

He alludes to the Library Bulletin which has been published for the past 

three or four years, and well says that it more than justifie~'> the expenditure 

on its account in the way of additions to the library. 

In his report on the library he alludes to the great loss which masonic his

tory and literature has sustained by the death of Bro. ]OHN LANE, of Torquay, 

England. 
The Committee on Charity Fund-recommend that an extra appropriation of 

one thousand dollars be made for that fund. 

The Committee on Grievances say: 
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"A great per cent. of complaints arc of those who, being elevated to ~ome 
high position of trust, confidence and respectability, have either forgotten or 
violated their tnu;t by becoming recreant to their duties, and often amidst 
temptations that invite a masonic sympathy rather than a rigid masonic chas-
tisement. · 

"Out of over twenty-eight thousand masons in Iowa, only about twenty 
have humiliated their brethren sufficiently as to find his wayward conduct of 
~ufficient importance to appeal to this Grand Lodge for review and determina
tion; a per cent. almost startling in its littleness. 

"'\iVe must conf¢ss that we too frequently find the lodge membership rather 
too ::,wift in their desire to apply punishment, when the record very definitely 
shows the proc_eedings were unjust and wholly unwarranted." 

The Grand Lodge, howev(;!r, seems to have almost always e'ndorsed the ac

tion of the lodges. 

A beautiful tribute to the dead, by Bro. W. F. CLEVEL'\ND, was presented 

and adopted by a rising vote. 

An amendment to the Constitution was adopted1 so that the provision in 

relation to mem hership is as follows : 

'' The subordinate loP-ges shal1 be composed of those named in their char
ters, and all who are members at the date of the granting of the same, and 
such as they shall admit by regular affiliation, or shall raise to the sublime 
degree of a Master Mason, and retaining membership therein. The charter 
members of a lodge are those named in the charter, and all who were members 
at the date of granting the same." 

The report of the Committee on Lodges Under Dispensation shows that 

the new lodges had as a whole very faithfully carried out the object of the 

organization, but upon the recommendation of the committee the following 

resolution was adopted : 

"Resolved, That before granting a dispensation to open a new lodge, the 
petitioners mn~t satisfy the Grand Master that their income will be sufficient 
to meet all necessary expense:;;, independent of the fee for the degrees." 

The committee on the Grand Master's address did not agree with the Grand 

Master in his decision in relation to the payment of dues, saying that the cus

tom prevails in that jurisdiction of collecting dues only for the time that a 

brother is actually a member) and as the report of the committee was adopted, 

this decision of the Grand Master was overruled. Nevertheless, the commit

tee and Grand Lodge allowed a ctistom to overrule the clear language of the 

law. The committee felt that, and the matter was referred to the Committee 

on Jurispn1dence to report some amendment that should make the law clear 

and the practice uniform. 

It appears that the minority of the lodge which surrendered its charter, to 

the number of nine, had petitioned for a restoration of the charter1 but the 

committee, in a well considered report, held that it would be unwise, in view 

of the granting of a charter for a new lodge in th.=: same place, to restore the 

old charter; and besides, it held that it requires fifteen petitioners for the res

toration of a charter, and there were but nine. 
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Of course, there was a vast amount of routine business performed, which J 
we have no space to note. 

The Report on Correspondence (121 pp.) was presented by Bro. j. C. Vl. 

Cox E. 

This is another of those instructive, interesting and charmingly written re

ports which our brother has been in the habit of giving us. It is still paged 

after the Roman style, and we note in reading it, that one brother attributes 

this to the writer of the report, but he will have to direct his criticism to the 

Grand Secretary, or Committee on Printing, under whose direction the Pro

ceedings are printed. We join most earnestly in an appeal to Bro. PARVIN to 

remedy this blemish upon the splendid Proceedings which this Grand Lodge 

issues. 

To a brother who said: 

"True, this plan may be more t:l·onomical, but would not the blessings of a 
well-equipped Masonic: Home be nmch greater, more far-reaching? H 

He thus wisely replies: 

" We do not so judge; we arc quite satisfied that our method of dealing 
with cases of need is in every \\·ay preferable for other and obvious reason\-\ 
aside from economy; but we are old-fa..'ihioned enough to think that economy 
i~ not an obsolete virtue, and that the injunction to 'gather up the fragments 
that remain, that nothing be lost/ is not without wisdom in this day." 

He quotes the follmving from British ColumUia without comment: 

" Some very harsh language has been used in describing the action of om 
neighboring Grand Lodge, but I am unable to see that any landmark of the 
order has been broken in the course pursued, although one may well doubt 
its propriety under the circumstances." 

We copy it for the purpose of calllng attention to the fact that at this very 

session of that Grand Lodge, making a mason of a resident of that juristliction 

by a lodge in Canada was denounced substantially a:.> a violation of the funda

mental law of Masonry. 

Ue replies earnestly to some sharp criticisn1s made by Bro. SMITH in rela

tion to the use of ciphers, and in that connection, quotes what we said in rela

tion to the Webb cipher, denying an assumption of Bro. SMITH'S that no 

cipher has ever been devised which cannot he deciphered. 

In his report of Indiana he expresses his views at some length, and as ,,.e 

deem them important and absolutely correct, we quote them here: 

~<That he should plead ignorance of such use of ciphers ama:r..es \1s; that he 
should discredit the testimony which came to him, apparently from an official 
source, is at least surplising. Unauthorized ciphers have been denounced 
over and over, by nearly every Grand Jurisdiction; their sale, use, possession 
even, has been declared to be a masonic offence; it has been again and again 
vociferou::ooly asserted by Grand Masters and correspondents that the evil did 
not exist in their jurisdiction, or that th~ sinners were few and far between ; 
Grand Jurisdictions which have an authorized cipher have been vigorously de
nounced as violators of sacred pledges, as profaners of the temple, a:;; having 
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forfeited all claim to masonic recognition. Meantime none of these (implied) 
dire threats have been put in execution; none of these latter jurisdictions 
have been placed under 'taboo;' and the evil of unauthorized, inaccurate, 
sometimes blunderingly stupid,' ciphers' goes on; candidates huy them, offi
cers use them, irrespon~ible (and con:-;denceless) publishers grmv fat on the 
~poils~ and Masonry is debauched in the house of its friends. No jurh;diction 
has an unenviable monopoly of the evil; the bad pre-emint;:nce knows no lati
tude or longitude. V.l e are fully convinced that not a jurisdiction in the 
United States is even measurably free from the' zymotic debauchery,' as Bro. 
Robbins ha."> been pleased to style it; and we write deliberately, with some 
considerable measure of positive assurance. It is no necessary reflection on 
Grand Masters that they do not know fully about the evil; it ought to be 
ground for seriou!'l reflection on any officer or mason tbat he does not dare to 
tell the truth about it. Denial of an evil does not effect a cure. T!u: evil 
exists_: it is serious and wide-spread; to find and apply an effective remedy 
will tax the wisdom and re.'>ources of the ablest and most astute among the 
craft. Denial, denunciation, repressive legislation, have all failed; the plague 
is not stayed. He who will point out • a more excellent ·way,' and lead the 
craft therein, will be entitled to commemoration a..." a wise ma~ter builde.r, wh_o 
should rank with the famous three of olden time." 

Referring to the edict of the Grand Lodg~:; of 1llinois against the sale, dif;

trihution, or possession of any pretended. expose or of any written or printed 

form of the e~oteric \Vork, he well say.s: 

" \V e regard the introduction of the word ' posse~sion ~ as an in vas ion of 
personal rights not warranted hy mas.onic 1a1-v and nsage) nor to he justified on 
any ethical grounds." 

He criticises quite earnestly the report of the committee of the Grand Lodge 

of Kentucky "for the two or three ftie._<.; which arc unnece.s.'>arily and gratu

itously thrust into this otherwise excellent ointment." The hrother in question 

spoke very harshly of those who differed from him in their viev.:s in relation 

to the use of cipher~. 

He had no occasion to con~ider the report itself, for it was indefinitely post· 

poned by that Grand Lodge. 

In his review of Maine, he pronounce~ the address of Granrl Master LocK!<: 

"an excellent docnment, without frills or furbelows," and he quotes what Bro. 

LocK to: says in his addre~s in relation to receiving petitions from Catholics, 

and adds: 

"We regard that advice as eminently sound, sen:sihle, conservative, and 
truly cathohc in spirit. 'No man c-:an serve t·wo masters.'" 

Referring to (JUt report, he says : 

"He shows, and -we think condllsively, that the doctrine of excJusive Grand 
Lodge sovereignty is not a distinctive American doctrine, but was dearly re~;
ognized by the Grand Lodge of England in r86o. The entire paper b clear, 
candid, conclu~ive, and b a valuable contribution to the permanent literature 
on the qnestion of clandestine lodge.'> and masons.',. 

A document in connection with the union of the two Grand Lodges in Eng

land in 1813 has been recently published, which shows that at that time the 
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doctrine of territorial jurisdiction w,as f11lly recognized as existing under the 

general masonic law: we intend to refer more fully to that document later in 

this report. 

In his review of Pennsylvania he says, referring to the Grand Master: 

"He is a strict constructionist, after the manner of his jurisdiction, on physi
cal perfection, and his decisions struck from membership a number whom, he 
averred, had been improperly received. Our Grand Set:retary would be dis
barred there. These persons thus summarily deprived of masonic Jife are in 
possession of the masonic secrets; what obligation rests on them to keep those 
secrets when the other party to the contract has broken faith with them, and 
by no fault of their own? H 

We have often asked that s;ame question, and as yet have received no reply. 

In his review of Washington he says: 

"A special Committee on Negro Masonry, of which Bro. James R. Hayden 
was chai1man, made a report which has been the ::;uhject of diverse comment 
in all the Grand JmisUictlons. It is a singularly acute document, which, while 
saying much, really says little on the vital issm.: which has caused diRturhance 
among the craft. They defend sturdily and ingeniously; they confess reluct
antly, and but partially; they withdraw nominally, bnt not really, from the 
controverted po!-iitions; they deny some of the naughty things with which 
they have been charged; they say that they '\\-on't do so again, and hope to be 
forgiven; and that the other fellows who have 'lammed' them ~o unmercifulJy 
are worse than are they, any\vay. Their first resolution of the prt.:ceding year 
was re-affirmed; the second and third were n::pealed; but the plenary right of 
their lodges to determlnl; for themselves the status of all persons who knocked 
at their doors for admission was sturdily affirmed, with a 'What-are-you-going
to.-do-aboutit?' air and tone. \Vell, nothing. If Rideout and Bailey are ad
mitted as visitors no volcanic eruption ·will occur in Iowa or New )(ork; the 
acts of an individual lodge in Washington arc not subject to review by any 
other Grand Jurisdiction; why muddy the waters with such trivialities? 

"A resolution to repeal the recognition of the Grand Lodge of. Hamburg 
lies over for a year. 

"Of the one hundred and sixty-four page::; given to the report on correspond
ence, the larger part is taken up by Brother Upton 1s reply to critic~ and his 
historical defense of the positions announced by that jurisdiction la~t year on 
the question of Negro Ma~onry. His indu:::;try is apparent; his wide resea1ch 
appears much in evidence; for his abundant citation of authorities he i::; en
titled to thanks. Vet, withal, his paper does not strike u& as judicial, but 
rather as foren:;;ic; he had a case to make out, rather than tt cause to adjudi
cate; he is polemic throughout, and irenic nmvhcre. The even scales of his
toric equity are never held by a partisan hand; and this remark no more 
reflects on Grand Master Upton than it does on many of those who disagree 
with him toto codo. We shall n0t attempt to review or refute the detail views 
presented at present; we shall study the case with rare, and meantime we 
thank Brother Upton for hjs collated facts; his conclusions may not comtnand 
a.1;sent, but that is neither here nor there-to us or him.'' 

The last clause of the first paragraph should not pass without notice. To 

tnake it accurately correct~ there should be added "provided it is not done 

by the sanction of the Grand Lod.ge.' 1 We think that if one of tho~e parties, 

who are held by the Grand Lodge of lowa to be made in a clande~tine lodge 

in that jurisdiction, should be a visitor in a lodge in \Vashington 'lvith t!u: sattc· 
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tion of the Grand Lod._4re of that jurisdiction, some kind of an eruption, though 

possibly not "volcanic," would occur in Iowa. 

VVe are not sure that if it should happen that a lodge in V\oTaghington should 

.., admit such a person as a visitor1 and that fact should come to the knowledge 

of the Grand lvfa.-;ter of Iowa, that the Grand Lodge of \\.Tashington would 

not hear from it. 

In his introduction, written after the rest of his report wa.." completed, he 

says: 

"Our annual pilgrimage has brought to us much of joy and somewhat of 
sorrow. We greatly rejoice in improved conditions of the craft in many juris
dictions, and a healthful gain in nearly aU; in restored hannony and good 
feeling where a year ago the clouds of war hung lo\N; but an inexpressible 
sadness comes over us as we recall the list of the fallen brothers, who have 
heard the last call and responded thereto, leaving us with tear-dimmed eyes 
and aching hearts, which would be well-nigh to the breaking were it not for 
our faith in the power of • the Lion of the Tribe of ] udah.' The silence and 
mystery are none the less by virtue of our faith; but that faith steadies in the 
storm, and we trust 'the larger hope.' Some day we shall know the meaning 
of both life and death; meantime our brothers have left us under-

"'SEALED ORDERS. 

·•' Death is a Spirit! 
Those who have seen him nearest 
Hold him dearest, 
For the rareness in his choice 
\Vhen, at his Master's Voice, 
He seeks, for his o\vn caB, 
The bravest, best of all. 
When it seems unbetimes 
That one both good and great 
Should pass the shadowy gate 
Opening to stranger climes, 
Then may ye feel full sure 
The soul has grown so pure 
That it must needs incline 

Into the Vast Divine. 

•\ \Death is a Spirit 1 
-...,../ e deem his pace too s\vift; 

To our eves, 
Tho' we be passing wise, 

It is not given 
To see across the rift 
Between ourselves and Heaven. 
On earth we hear a knell
Elsewhere there peals a bell 
In welcome for a guest, 
New to the \Vondrous Quest 
\\thereof no man on earth 
May ever know the birth. 

" ' Only God knows and they 
VVho have joined His Great Array.'" 



Correspondence-Kansas. 

KANSAS, 1901. 

VvT e have portraits of Bros. CHARLES J. VVEHR, the retiring Grand Master; 

and CHARLES C. COLEMAN, Grand Ma."lter in '96, \VII.LIAM M. SHAVER, 

Grand Master in '97, MAURICE L. STONE, Grand Master in '98, with a brief 

biographical sketch of each one. 

As is remarked in these Proceedings, the sketches add very greatly to the 

value of the portraits. and we are exceedingly glad that they are given. They 

seem to make us better acquainted with those brethren. 

Grand Master WEBB, after a beautiful introduction, gives a succinctly 

written account of the various matters which had occupied his attention. 
He announced the deaths of Past Grand Ma..-=,ters SII..AS E. SHELDON and 

MosEs S. ADAMS, and Past Deputy Grand Master CYRUS K. HOLLIDAY. 

He had attended two of the three schools of instruction that had been held 

during the year, and he endorses the plan of holding them, but believes that 

the officers of lodges do not fully appreciate their benefits, and that there was 

a smaller attendance than might be expected, and the needs of the lodges de

mand. He thinks a change of time, however, would somewhat remedy this, 

and he had arranged for a school of instruction to be held during Grand Lodge 

week, and continuing a11 the \'\.'eek, except while the Grand Lodge was in 

session. \Ve should think that this would somewhat interfere with the work 

of the committees, and be :n danger of attracting attention from matters before 

the Grand Lodge. 

He had granted but one dispensation for a new lodge, having disco1uaged 

efforts in that direction in cases where it appeared that a lodge might be a 

weak one. 

"C pon receipt c·f the news of the disaster at Galveston, he telegrag.hed the 

Grand Master of Texas to draw on him for $5oo, and that was done, and of 

course the Grand Lodge confirmed his action. 

He had had occasion to carefully watch the management of the Masonic 

Home, whereby he became exceedingly interested in that institution, and he 

urges that it be sustained, and that the per capita tax of twenty-five cents be 

continued another year. 

He gives acc-Junt of several official visitations, having been p·evented by 

sickness in his family and business affairs, from visiting as many as he had 

intended. 

The report of the Grand Secretary shows an energetic discharge of the 

duties of that office, and the adoption and maintenance of a system that was 

working exceedingly well. 

Rep:.rts had come in from all of the 'lodges, save one, u. D., and that was 

received during the session of the Grand Lodge. 

He had, hO\\-·ever, under the law of the Grand Lodge: been obliged to with

hold the credentials of quite a large number of lodges, for not having made 
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their returns in due time. It was found that a circular announcing the result 

of not _making these returns '\vas not received by the proper officer in many 

cases, the out-going Secretaries failing to hand it over to their successors. 

He believes that another year will show an improvement. 

The year had been an exceedingly prosperous one, the net gain being greater 

than at any time during the history of the Grand Lodge, with the exception of 

two years, and the interest of the craft had seemed to increase accordingly. 

This is sho\vn somewhat in the large number of calls he had had for laying 

comer-stones of public buildings . 

.. Vole are greatly delighted to find that an increase in the interest in the library, 

of which we have spoken in previous reports, has continued, and that the 

Grand Secretary had been able to arrange the books and documents, the result 

of which is that they have a very large and valuable library. The family of 

the late Grand Secretary, Bro. JoH:!\' H. BROW~, had presented the Grand 

Lodge with his collection of many valuable books and documents, and they 

had received from JAcoB D. Rusn, now resident in California, two handsome

ly bound volumes, entitled" Fifty Years of :Masonry in California." 

An invitation to visit the 1\lasonic Home was accepted, and the Grand 

Lodge called off for that purpose. 

A fine oration was delivered by Rev. Bro. STEPHJ<:)f S. EsTEY, extra copies 

of v.~hich were printed separately from the Proceedings, for distribution. It is 

a valuable addition to masonic literature and should be widely read, and we 

commend the Grand Lodge for having it printed in such form that the breth

ren generally may have the advantage of it. 

One case was before the Grand Lodge of an unmmal character. A brother 

"\vas tried and convicted of a masonic offence and expelled in December, 1895· 

lie took no appeal, being absent from the State, but la">t year brought the 

matter to the attention of the Grand Lodge, which took it up, and upon ex

amination of it ordered the decision of the lodge to be vacated and the judg

ment reversed, and the case remanded to the lodge for further proceedings. 

The lodge immediately raised the question that the action of the Grand Lodge 

\Vas "unconstitutioual and void." The Grand Master referred this question 

to the Committee on Jurisprudence. Three of them sustained the action of 

the Grand Lodge and t'vo dissented. Thereupon the Grand ~·laster directed 

that the whole matter remain in abeyance, to be presented to the Grand Lodge 

this year, and it was so presented. The committee finally agreed that the 

language of the Constitution was so ambiguous, and there was so much doubt 

as to its meaning, that they agreed to sustain the action of the Grand Lodge, 

the year before. But they \vent on to provide that hereafter an appeal must 

be made within a given time. '{ll e would remark in passing, that without 

studying greatly the by-law adopted, there seems to us to be a discrepancy in 

it, in that" ninety days after the ruling" seems to be given_ in which an appeal 

i 
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may be taken, and yet that it provides that such an appeal shall be heard 

before the next annual communication, if there is such a communication 

"v.rithin thirty days after the ruling." 

However, this is of no particular consequence in relation to the matter of 

which we '"ish to speak. Vi.le regard the point taken that the action of the 

Grand Lodge \Vas ''unconstitutional and void" as having no basis to rest upon 

in any event. It may be that the accused had no right to appeal when he did, 

but we hold that the Grand Lodge, unless it has foolishly restricted itself by 

its own Constitution, may reopen such a case at any tithe when, in its judg

ment, justice requires it. Provision is made for this in all civil codes, even 

where only a few dollars are involved, and it would be a disgrace to Masonry 

if such a power did not reside in the Grand Lodge in a case involving the rep

utation and standing of a brother mason. 

The Grand Lodge presented to the retiring Grand Master a magnificent 

jewel, called in the records a Past Grand Master's jewel, the design of which, 

however, differs somewhat from the usually accepted fonn in this section of 

the country. 

It also presented to Past Grand Master HENRY C. Loo~ns another jewel of 

a different design, which is also termed a Past Grand Master's jewel. the 

seal of Kansas is suspended from a circular jewel, upon which is represented 

the Masonic Home, with the square above jt. Above that the three great 

lights of lvfasonry are sho\vn. 

The brother accepted the jewel in an eloquent speech, but presented it again 

to the Grand Lodge, to be taken and retained by it. The Grand Lodge ac

cepted it, and ordered a picture of it to be printed in the Proceedings, with the 

remarks of the donor, and made it the official jewel of the Grand Lodge. It 

is a beautiful jewel, but cannot with any sort of propriety be deemed a Past 

Grand Master's jewel, as heretofore always known to the craft. 

The Report on Correspondence (215 pp.), with four tables of statistics pre

pared by the chairman, was presented by Bro. }OHN C. PoSTLETHWAITE. Of 

it he says: 

"In the preparation of this report, our chief aim has been to interest the 
craft in the true aim and principles of Masonry, and to this end we have re
produced the efforts of others imbued with the same purpose. \Ve trust the 
standard of Masonry may be elevated thereby and become a greater power as 
an instrument of Gon in blessing humanity, and that the following report may 
be received and used in the spirit in which it is written." 

He adhered pretty closely to this in his revie"\v of the different jurisdictions, 

and very few comments are made. He opens as follows, and his whole intro

duction is of a similar character: 

"T n submitting this, our fourth Report on Correspondence, we come before 
the masonic world at the beginning of the new year of the new century with a 
joyous, fraternal and happy greeting, our heart full of gratitude to the Giver 
of All Good for the manifestations of His loving kindness to us and the mem-
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bers of the craftj and through them to all the world, especially to the unfor
tunate, the destitute, the helpless orphan, the dependent •vidow, and the aged 
and infirm mason. GoD has been pleased to use the craft as an instrument in 
His hand for dispensing charity, as the bearer of relief to the distressed and 
succor to the needy." 

He refers t::) the growth of the State, copying from the Governor's message 

for the purpose of" proclaiming to the world the numerical, material and in

tellectual pro:;;perity of Kansas, whereby masons 'wheresoever dispersed' may 

know that the craft in Kansas is in full enjoyment of that remuneration due 

the faithful craftsman-' Peace, health and plenty '-thanks to the Grand 

Master of the Universe." 

He follows through his report the plan whith he had laid down, and gives 

us one of the best abstracts, with pertinent extracts, of the year. One feature 

of it is, that he giYes in a very f'€w lines the history of the organization of each 

Grand Lodge. 

In his review of Maine, he quotes at some length from the pamphlet issued 

at the celebration of our seventy-fifth anniversary. He refers to our explana

tion of the words "foreign" and "fraternal" as applied to these reports, and 

pronounces it satisfactory. 

He cannot understand how an error arose in publishing the name of their 

RepreSentative near this Grand Lodge as" Francis" instead of "Archie." It 

is possible, and perhaps probable, that it arose from a c1erical mistake made 

at this end, for one of the past officers of our Grand Lodge, no,.,- deceased, was 

FRANCIS L. TALBOT, and a brother of that same name has represented his 

lodge in our Grand Lodge. 

He gives an interesting review of Foreign Grand Lodges, including that 

prepared by Bro. FRE~KEL, of New York, of the continental Grand Lodges. 

In his conclusion he says: 

"'Ve have searched the Proceedings of the masonic world for truths, good, 
pure and beautiful, \\hereV~.'ith we might embellish this report and therebv 
make the 'sheaf' composing our Report on Fraternal Correspondence. It iS 
not so full and complete as v ... ·e hoped for on the outset of our gleaning. 
Nevertheless, the 'gathering and binding' has been a source of joy and of 
much intellectual profit, and we trust our work may bring to its readers much 
pleasure and a-">sistance in building up a true Masonic Temple~an upright, 
useful and noble manhood.)' 

His associates will say that he carried out his plan more fully than he him

self c1aims. 

KENTUCKY, 1900 • 

This volume is one of much interest. The Grand Lodge celebrated its 

centennial anniversary at this session. The pamphlet is adorned with the 

pictures of the retiring Grand Master1 JOHN A. RAMSEY, and the incoming 

Grand Master, VVILJ.IAM C. McCHORD, with also a cut of both sides of the 
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Hiram Bassett memorial prize medal for the highest average in scholarship 

and deportment at the Masonic 'VVidO'i\'S' and Orphans' Home. 

A ~centennial medal was also struck off both in bronze and white, bearing 

on one side the pictures of jAMES MoRRISON, who called to order the conven- ~ 

tion for the organization of the Grand Lodge, and installed the first Grand 

Master, v..ith that of Bro. JoHN A. RAMSEY, who presided in 1900, and on the 

obverse a picture of the Home. 

A portrait of the first' Grand- Master could not be obtained, and as Bro. 

~foRRlSON called the convention to order, and installed the first Grand Master 

and succeeded him later, his portrait \vas taken instead. 

A rather brief account of the proceedings is given. A fine address, though 
brief, by M. \V. Bro. RAMSEY, is given in full. 

The children from the Home were present and took a large part in the exer

cises, especially rendering the musical&elections: Addresses were made ·which 

were not furnished for publication. 

Among the events which mark the centennial year, it is stated that definite 

provisions were completed for the purchase of real estate for a Home for 

aged freemasons of Kentucky, there having been $)o,ooo already raised or 

subscribed for. In addition, the Grand Lodge determined to build a new 

l\lasonic Temple, the old one having been sold. VVithin about twenty years 

the Grand Lodge had given directly and ·indirectly, to the \Vidows' and 

Orphans' Home, $576,ooo, including $328,ooo raised by assessments. 

4 
j 

J 

It was intended to publish in connection with these proceedings, a history ·~ 
of the craft for the century, by Bro. GRANT, the Grand Secretary, but it was 

wisely determined to publish it in a separate pamphlet, and in that connection 

\Ve hope that a fuller history wil1 be given than could have been possibly done, 

if published in these Proceedings, and that Bro. GRA.l'\T will take the necessary 

time to prepare it. 

The Grand Master, juH~ A. RAMSEY, in his annual address refers briefly 

to a few of the incidents during the century then closing in the history of his 

Grand Lodge, closing this part of his address as follows : 

''I am happy to report the Order in our State as prosperous and in full 
swing to weave a glorious destiny. During the year that has past there haYe 
been no dissensions or heart-burnings among sister lodges, but the craft seems 
to be endowed with a zeal that deserves high commendation, and v.-ith a Jove 
for the Order that will result in a work more perfect and enduring than any 
memorial that might be erected by our hands." 

Among his decisions \\'aS one that every brother is bound to vote on a peti

tion for application according to his own conscientious views, and that he 

cannot act as proxy to another. 

It appears from one of his decisions that an agreement between two lodges 

as to territorial jurisdiction, is binding upon them until revoked, but this would 

be directly in conflict with the Constitution of the Grand Lodge. 

.. 
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The manner of wearing the apron was before the Grand Lodge, and referred 

to the Committee on Jurisprudence, who reported thereon as follows, and the 

report was adopted : 

"The question as to the proper wearing of aprons in the three degrees 
should be settled. This committee believes that aprons should be wom: l n 
Entered Apprentice degree, \Vith flaps turned up to protect the clothing; in 
:Fe11ow Craft degree, with left corner of apron turned under, the better to pre
vent interference '\Vith the working tools; in Master's degree, naturally, as be
comes an overseer of the work. The reasons for this can only be given orally 
to this Grand Body." 

~-, The reasons given are nE\\- ones to us, but really v-;e are obliged to confess 

that we have never studied the symbolism of this subject. 

He reproved one of the oldest lodges for conferring the second section of 

the Master's degree while at refreshment, saying that no work can be done, 

even the installation of officers, except when the lodge is at labor. 

:For some reason growing out of the financial situation, the Grand Secretary 

is not installed at the session of the Grand Lodge, but on the first day of Jan

uary following. 

The Grand I.odge fer o1pita dues are two dollars, and he says that some 

or many of the lodges charge only three do.Jlars for the annual dues, asking if 

it is a wonder that many are "short." During the year two lodges had sur

rendered their charters, and seven charters were arrested, but the reasons are, 

he stated, that- the dues were too small, and not often collected at that. 

'\Vhen the catastrophe happened to Galveston, he ordered the Grand Secre-

tary to forward five hundred dollars. 

He had done an immens.e amount of routine ·work, which is only of 1oca1 

interest. 

Two of the lodges whose charters were su<>pended paid their dues, and the 

charters were restored. 

He makes a brief reference to the \'\iT ashington Centennial, and refers for 

particulars to the article published in the Masonic Home Journal. 

He had found that a large number of copies of the printed Proceedings had 

accumulated in the Grand Secretary's office, and he had directed him to com

municate with subordinate bodies, and to supply copies from their collection, 

with the result that he had furnished one hundred and sixty-one lodges with 

one thousand eight hundred and nine copies. 

It appeared that some lodges had no place to keep the Proceedings, and he 

urges 11pon them the importance of making a place for a library. 

He refers to the clandestine lodges in the State, which we shall note more 

particularly hereafter, calling attention at the same time that there were lodges 

of the same character in Ohio. In connection with this he says: 

"There are thirty-three spurious lodges in Ohio and possibly a dozen in 
this State. Both have set up so-called Grand Lodges, and, if my information 
is not at fault, both Grand Lodges .were started by expelled masons, many of 
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whom hold high office in these clandestine lodges. They have boasted of 
having been admitted to regular lodges; but this ·was, of course, because their 
true character was unknown." 

He had found that lodges were deficient in the kinds of books in which 

their records are written, and in the proper method of keeping them, and he 

advises that the Grand Secretary prepare proper books, with instructions as to 

how they should be kept, to be sold at a fair price to the lodges, and that 

every new lodge should be required to have a set of these, and that other 

lodges be recommended to use them. 

Of course he refers in glowing terms to the Home. 

He announced that the owners of the Masonic Temple in Louisville had sold 
it, and that the Grand Lodge must seek other quarters by purchase or rental 

It had given to the Home all its capital, and he thinks that it is due to the 

Grand Lodge that it should construct a suitable building for the use of the 

Grand Lodge, and he had to have a committee to find a place in which it could 

meet at that session, and the auditorium had been obtained. 

In the Grand Secretary's report we find the following: 

" In conformity with instructions (Proceedings 1899, page So), I received 
designs and proposals for a Representative's Badge, submitted them to the 
Grand Master and several P. G. M:'s and brethren, and ordered the one they 
selected as the most desirable. By direction of the Grand Master, receipts 
will be taken for every badge given out, which receipts contain a pledge to 
return the badge under penalty of $J.oo." 

This matter occasioned considerable discussion, and the following resolu

tion was presented and adopted : 

"Resolved, That so much of the Grand Secretary's report as refers to dele
gates' badges, reference of papers to committees, be approved, being in con
formity with the edict and reguJations of this Grand Lodge." 

\Vhen the Grand Lodge came to ballot for Grand Officers, a motion was 

made that the tellers should receive ballots from only those who should show 

a badge, and the Deputy Grand Master presiding ruled that the motion was 

unconstitutional. Thereupon the Grand Secretary moved that the Repre

sentatives be permitted to take the badge home and keep it, and a motion to 

amend was made by ordering that the badge be given to the Grand Secretary 

to be given to the brother who represents the Grand Lodge next year. There

upon the motion prevailed that further consideration be postponed until the 

committee to which it had been referred, should make a report. "VIle do no~ 

find that it had been referred to any committee, nor do v.·e find that afterv.·ard 

any report was made thereonl but on the last day of the session the following 

resolution was offered: 

"Resolved, That the representatives' badges be retained by the representa
tives and delivered to the lodge Treasurer, to be handed with receipt for dues 
to the representative next year, and said badge shall be worn to the next 
session of the Grand Lodge, and so on each successive year." 

And immediately the following resolutions were offered as a substitute: 
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"Resoh•ed, 1. That each delegate be presented with the badge worn at 
this Grand Communication. 

"Resoh•ed, 2. That the Grand Secretary be, and he is hereby authorized, 
to hereafter (until otherwise ordered by this Grand Lodge), procure and have 
printed for each annual communication, with appropriate. inscription and 
device, on blue silk or satin, a badge for each delegate to th1s Grand Lodge, 
to be delivered to each delegate upon his application to the Grand Secretary 
at the session of said Grand Lodge. 

"Resolved, 3· That the Grand Secretary be and is hereby authorized to 
draw on the Grand Treasurer for the sum expended for said badges." 

But the substitute \Vas not concurred in, ·and the whole matter was indefi

nitely postponed. \Ve doubt if our Kentucky brethren will know quite 

"where they are at" in this matter, but we guess that the report of the Grand 

Secretary, which we have quoted, stands as the law upon the subject. 

\V e leam further from the Grand Secretary's report, that one charter had 

been restored which had apparently been arrested previously to the commence

ment of the year, and that three lodges had surrendered their charters. 

Bro. J. SouLE SMITH presented an exceedingly interesting report for the 

Committee on Jurisprudence in relation to clandestine lodges, from which we 

learn that there is a clandestine Grand Lodge in that State other than the 

Colored Grand Lodge. This body had incorporated itself under the laws of 

Kentucky as the ~·Most \Vorshipfu1 Grand Lodge of Ancient York Mason!5 

of the State of Kentucky." 

So far as the writer of this report could ascertain, there were but three 

lodges, but they were infonned also that there was a pretended chapter of 

Royal Arch Masons also. 

In relation to this Bro. SMITH well says: 

"There is little use for serious argument with charlatans. Every mason 
knows that Grand Lodges are not ' created or instituted' by legislatures, either 
by special or general acts. Three subordinate lodges under certain conditions 
may form a Grand Lodge-three men cannot. The Grand Lodge of Free 
and Accepted Masons has, for o~e hundred years, been practicing and pre
serving Ancient Craft Masonry iii Kentucky without asking any legislative 
authority to do so, or craving any legislative sanction for its dissolution. 
The significant points about this legislative Grand Lodge are these: 

"It may die when it pleases. 
"It consists of three Trustees. 
"It may contract unlimited indebtedness. 
"The private property of its members shall not be liable for the corporate 

debts. 
" It has no capital stock. 
1

' It is not given power to sue and be sued, or to acquire and hoJd any prop
erty. 

" lts principal place of business is Covington, Kentucky. 
"As we said before, we do not know whether the founders of this clandes

tine Grand Lodge are perjurers or common swindlers. One can read the 
provisions of their charter and form his own opinion. It is simply our purpose 
to identify, so far as possible, the persons engaged in this 'business' at ' Co
vington, in the county of Kenton, and State of Kentucky.' \Ve wish their 
names to go broadcast to the craft in this State and elsewhere. Our brethren 
in Covington can inform inquirers as to the character of the three men who 

APP. 25 G. L, 
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constitute this corporation, and who make a 'business' of selling degrees to 
which they do not show any title, real or pretended." 

The clandestine lodges claim to have the regular Kentucky work, but the 

committee say that there is no regular Kentucky work except the unwritten 

work handed down by word of mouth. At the same time it is undoubtedly 

true that impostors from these lodges have succeeded in visiting regular 

lodges, and therefore great care should be taken in the admission of visitors 

from that State. 

Bro. SMITH calls attention to the fact that there is a clandestine Grand 

Lodge also in Ohio, calling itse]f" Ancient." He does not say, but we suspect 
it to be the fact, that the Kentucky Spurious Grand Lodge, and the Ohio Spu

rious Grand Lodge have a common origin, and are working in harmony with 

each other. 

The Grand Master decided as follows : 
"V.lhen two lodges agree upon a division of adjoining territory, agreeing 

upon a boundary line fixing the jurisdiction of each, and this arrangement is 
confirmed by their formal action, it is tantamount to a waiver of their consti
tutional jurisdiction over the territory ceded, and is binding upon them until 
mutuaHy revoked. They should scrupulously regard each others' rights, and 
afford an example of that good faith in all transactions which should distin
gUish all masons." 

The committee at first endorsed this decision, but the Grand Lodge reversed 

it. The Constitution requires a waiver in every individual case, so of course 

a lodge cannot do by implication what it cannot do by express action. 

The committee on the "Old :Masons' Home," which this Grand Lodge has 

in contemplation, made a report showing a good deal of progress in the ob

taining and collection of subscriptions, having in bank at the present time a 

little more than $IJ,soo. 
The committee reported that in accordance '\o.,·ith the duty assigned therr, 

they had caused medals to be struck to commemorate the centennial of the 

Grand Lodge, and it was voted that a bronze medal be delivered to each Rep

resentative to be presented to his lodge, and to the several Grand Officers, 

Past Grand Masters, etc., and that a white medal be given to each Represent

ative. 

The following resolution was presented, referred to the Finance Committee, 

and finally adopted in substance: 

"WHEREAS, The Grand Master in this jurisdiction receives no pecuniary 
compensation for the arduous duties of his station, the honors thereof being 
deemed ample reward for the labor performed, it is eminently proper that 
some appropriate credential should be possessed by those who have occupied 
the East of the Grand Lodge, that they may be enabled to transmit it to their 
posterity as a cherish~d heirloom; therefore be it ' 

"'Resolved, That a committee be appointed to purchase a jewel for each one 
of o.ur living Past Grand. Masters, and that hereafter a similar jewel be pre· 
sented to each retiring Grand Master." 

The usual amount of routine business was transacted. 

' • 
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A favorable report was made in relation to the Home, and the following 

resolution thereto, was adopted: 

"That a committee, consisting of three members of this Grand Lodge, be 
appointed and directed to fully examine and investigate the condition and 
management of the Masonic "\Vidows' and Orphans' Home in all its details to 
this date, and to make full report as to same to the next session of this Grand 
Lodge." 

An attempt was made to limit the legal effect of dimits to one year, by pro

viding that if a brother holding a dimit should not within that time become a 

member of a lodge, the dimit should become void, and he at once resumes his 

old membership. But the committee reported against it, and their report was 

adopted. 

A law had been previously adopted, fining lodges for not making their re

turns in due season, and a large part of the time of the committee had been 

spent in hearing excuses, and the committee recommended that either the law 

be enforced or repealed; and that excuses should not be granted, as they had 

been, substantially for the mere asking. 

A committee was appointed to take measures in relation to the erection of 

a Grand Lodge Hall. 

The Report on Correspondence (132 pp.) 'l•tas presented by Bro. ]AMES VV. 

STATU.K. 

He started out to make a very brief report, in consequence of the proposal 

to print the History in these Proceedings. But, as already stated, it having 

been wisely decided, as he also thinksj to print that in a separate pamphlet, he 

gives a little more space than he started to, but he says: 

"Being centennial year, we have thought it best to prepare a short and 
pointed report, and will bend all our energies to that effect, only reserving the 
right to comment on such matters as we believe the interests of Masonry shall 
demand." 

In his review of British Columbia, he intimates that certain Grand Lodges, 

that have never recognized the Grand Lodge of Peru, had withdrawn recogni

tion or suspended masonic fellowship, and he criticised some of them for in

terfering in the matter, and his criticisms had in tum been criticised. \V e '\Vere 

not aware that any of them_, which have noticed the matter, had failed to rec

ognize the Grand Lodge of Peru, but of course his criticism is well taken as 

to any which had not previously recognized them. 

He devoted a good deal of time to the report, which is almost all written 

and contains very few extracts. 

He questions with us whether the practice in Georgia of expel1ing masons 

for non-payment of dues ought to be allowed. It puts the mere non-payment 

of dues on a level vrith the grossest offences against morals and masonic law. 

He says further: 
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"'\Ve disapprove of non-affiliation as much as any mason in the land, but if 
masons are not satisfied let them go. The fraternity is better off without 
them than having them forcibly kept vdth us. Besides, they come voluntarily 
seeking admission, let them go the same way." 

In his review of Indiana, he says: 

"A perpetual jurisdiction case sprang up with the Grand Lodge of Pennsyl
vania, but the candidate was elected in an Indiana lodge, and the Grand Mas
ter of Indiana declared him to have been regularly made a mason according 
to the laws of the Grand Lodge of Indiana. Of course the controversy ended 
there, but whether the brother was allowed to visit the Pennsylvania lOdge or 
not is not stated." 

Xo, it is not necessary to state it, as we all know what the Pennsylvania law 

is upon that subject. 

\Vhile it is not necessary to sustain the doctrine of perpetual jurisdiction, we 

believe that there will be no harmony in re]ation to this matter until all Grand 

Lodges shall give the same effect to a rejection as is ..,oiz,£n by the GraHd Lodffe 

where it is made, precisely as is the case ln relation to suspension and expul-

sion. ~ 
Referring to Mexico, he says : n \V e had better keep our hands off until 

Masonry in Mexico is firmer seated.'' 

He approves the provision of our Jaw that it shall be the duty of every 

lodge to preserve one copy of the Proceedings of our Grand Lodge annually, 

and, when a volume is completed, to ha•.re the same bound for the use of the 

lodge. 

He agre~S also with our law here in :Maine in relation to objection to ad· 

vancement: 

"He clearly defines the difference between the rejection of a candidate who 
seeks the mysteries of Masonry, and one who has attained the Entered Ap
prentice or Fellow Craft degrees, and we fully agree with him. The man ·who 
has been elected to receive the Entered Apprentice, and objections made 
thereto before initiation, and the man already in, and objections raised to ad
vancement, is entirely different. 1-/lle believe that objections made to advance· 
ment of one already in, should be inquired into, and .if the lodge considers the 
objections frivolous, he should be permitted to advance." 

He had received the Proceedings of Maine for 1900, as well as those for 

1899· 
Referring to what we said of Bro. REGINALD H. TH<HIP~o~, he says: 

"These words are true to the Jetter, and we wonder how our good brother 
became so thoroughly acquainted with the character of Brother Thompson. 
If he had been intimately acquainted with him all his life he could not have 
given a more faithful description of Bro. Thompson's character. Kentucky 
masons feel th~ loss severely." , 

V.le had an opPortunity, as chairman of this committee', to follow Brother 

THO)IIPSON very closely through the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Ken

tucky, and our estimate of his character wa.•:-. made up from his addresses and 

reports therein published. 

) 



Correspondence-Man£toba. 377 

He approves1 as we understand it, the action of our Grand Lodge in relation 

to the Grand Lodge of VV~ashington, and we trust that his Grand Lodge vdJl 

see the matter in the same light. He must be satisfied, and his Grand Lodge 

must be satisfied, that the Grand Lodge of Vol ashington as a \Vhole is all right, 

but if our memory serves us, his Grand Lodge has not by its action resumed 

masonic correspondence. Of this, hm-Yever, Bro. STATON, in his conclusion, 

says: 

"The question which has agitated the fratemity from one end of the land 
to the other is that which was brought about by the ac:tion of the Grand Lodge 
of ·w-ashington, had at its communications in June, 1898, and in 1899. Several 
of the Grand Lodges who had dissolved relations "\\'ith the Grand Lodge of 
~·ashington have repealed their resolutions and restored that Grand Lodge to 
fraternal relations: but many of the Grand Lodges are dissatisfied ,vith the 
unsatisfactory manner in which the Grand Lodge of \.Yashington rescinded its 
action, and refused to restore friendly relations until the Grand Lodge of 
Washington more definitely defines itself. So far as this writer is concerned, 
he is willing to accept that declaration of rescission, although we do not believe 
it is as frank and clear as it ought to be, but we do not believe that they will 
be willing to try the same scheme again. '\Ve believe that the united action of 
the several English-speaking Grand Lodges of the world, together with the 
voice of the several correspondents of Grand Lodges, with the exception of 
one, will settle the question for many years to come;' if not forever." 

MANITOBA, 1900. 

Vtl e have a portrait of the incoming Grand Master, RoBERT S. THoRNTON. 

A special communication was held, with the District Deputy Grand Master 

as Grand Master, to lay the comer-stone of St. Luke's Church in the village 

of Red Deer. 

The Grand Lodge was opened in form, and the usual ceremonies, which 

are detailed at length, were performed, and we find that they conform exactly 

to those in use in this jurisdiction. An address was delivered, which, however, 

is not published. At the close of the ceremonies the Grand Lodge returned 

to the lodge rooms and closed. The occasion was one of much interest. 

At the annual communication, the Grand Master, ]OH!V LESLIE, delivered 

an address in which he discusses ably various matters which had come to him 

for official action. 

\Ve quote the folJowing from his introduction as showing the sentiment of 

the craft in the Dependencies of the Crown: 

"About eight months ago Great Britain felt herself compelled to enter into 
a war with the Dutch Republics of South Africa. Engaged, ru; the dear old 
mother land was, in a struggle which we, as Canadians, felt to be most just, 
our sympathies went out to her in no uncertain way. Not because help was 
needed, but because we were a part of the British Empire and were proud of 
it, Canada offered to the Imperial Goverment troops for service in South 
Africa. The offer was accepted and troops were dispatched, a second and a 
third contingent foHm.red, and now Canadians are fighting the battles of their 
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Queen and country on the sandy plains and hills of the Transvaal. \Ve kne"v 
when they went away that they would nobly uphold the honor of the Maple 
Leaf, and our expectations have not been disappointed. They have borne 
themselves as citizens of no mean country, and we are proud of them. No 
words of mine can add anything to the renown they have garnered on the 
blood-stained battle~fields of far distant Africa." 

They had to deplore, however, the death of two of their members. 

Easing his decision upon a previous one in 1 8g8, he ruled that a man who 

had lost his left leg above the knee. could be initiated into Masonry. 

Speaking of his official visits, be refers to his jurisdiction as" the largest 

masonic jurisdiction in the world.'' This had not occurred to us, and it is 

very difficult for us to get that idea of it. 

He had visited thirteen lodges during the year, and was abundantly satisfied 

that very much good comes from such Yisitations. 

\Vith the concurrence of the Finance Committee, he had subscribed one 

hundred doHars for the India Famine Fund. 

At one of his visitations a pleasant incident occurred. A member of that 

lodge had been on a visit to the Holy Land, anQ. while there attended a meet

ing of the Royal Solomon Mother Lodge at Jerusalem. He was received 

with hospitality, and on his departure was given a very handsome gavel, to be 

presented to his Grand Lodge, and the brother on the occasion of this visita~ 

tion delivered it to the Grand Master. 

He calls attention to the" Book of Forms and Ceremonies" which had just 

been completed, and of which he speaks very highly, and trusts that it will-be 

studied and used. 

He speaks of the excellent work also of the D. D. G. Masters, but it would 

seem from what he says that the.._<;e brethren visit these lodges at their own 

expense, and he thinks that this is wrong. In some cases the lodges pay the 

expenses, and he thinks that something should be done in the matter. \Ve 

believe of course that the system prevailing generally in this section of the ~ 
country is the correct one-that the expenses of these officers should be paid ~" 

by the Grand Lodge, so that they may feel under no obligation "\vhatever to 

the lodges which they visit. 

Lodges of instruction had been held ·with the usual good results. 

He agrees that the time honored custom of attending divine service was 

falling into neglect among the lodges. He recognizes the fact that many 

masons object to participating in them, but he thinks a masonic service can 

be arranged that would remove the objectionable features. 

He cans attention with words of praise to the History of Freemasonry in 

Canada, by Bro. JOHN Ross ROBERTSO-:'r, and suggests that measures be 

taken to col1ect historical data in his jurisdiction, and preserve it, as the better 

part of our masonic history is not written in the lodge records; and he urges 
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that some brother be entrusted with the task to write a history of his Grand 

Lodge during the twenty-five years that it had existed. 

He suggests further, that it might be a 'good plan to begin with the lodge 

and let each lodge do something of that kind. 

He further suggests that it would be a good plan for lodges to secure photo

graphs and pictures of men and placet; prominent in the early history of 

Masonry, and he urges most earnestly that this sha11 be done at once. This 

is highly commendable, for experience sho-ws that it is extremely difficult to 

fully appreciate the wisdom of the news-boy to his friend, that "the time to 

get tarts is when they're passin'." 

He calls attention to t\vo evils that will ultimately sap the life of the lodges. 

One is life membership with an entirely inadequate price, and the other is the 

''suicidal policy which prevails in their guaranteeing a masonic funeral to 

every deceased member." Of the latter he says: 

" With regard to the second of these two evils the mere mention of it is 
sufficient to condemn it. It must mean financial rui11 to the lodges which 
adopt it. It can mean nothing else. Freemasonry will never refuse to pro
vide for the funeral expenses of a brother dymg in indigent circumstances, but 
Freemasonry does not exist to pay the funeral expenses of a member whose 
family are well able to pay the expenses in connection therewith." 

This is another step in imitation of the benefit societies of the day. 

Jn relation to another matter he well says: 

"The proper conduct of the business of a lodge is of prime importance. 
Too much careful attention cannot be paid to the degree work, but, at the 
same time, it i~ to be remembered that the chief end of Masonry is not to 
transact business and confer degrees. Masonry is a social order, and that side 
of it should not be neglected. The brother who comes to meeting after meet
ing of the lodge and has no opportunity of spending a few minutes in conver. 
sation with his brethren soon ceases to attend at all. Many of.our lodges are 
being materially injured by the habit of cutting off the social part of the meet
ing for the sake of the ritual work An ordinary lodge meeting at which one 
degree is conferred can be closed in good time and still aJlow at least one hour 
for social pleasures. Man is a social being and craves intercourse vdth his 
feUows. lf he does not get it at the lodge room h~ will go elsewhere. A 
small sum of money spent in this direction at each meeting will yield ample 
returns in the more kindly feeling generated among the brethren.1

' 

At the same time he would cultivate the intellectual side of Masonry. 

All the District Deputy Grand Masters made reports. As we gather, they 

had visited every lodge in the jurisdiction except two and possibly three, and 

many of them had visited them twice. They report in detail in reference to 

each visit1 and give exceedingly valuab1e information to the Grand Lodge1 but 

as a whole their reports show the craft in a prosperous condition, growing rap

idly, and perhaps too rapidly for solid prosperity. 

One of the Deputies very properly suggests that his district be made smaller 

or some provision be made for paying the expenses of the visiting officer, and 

he emphasizes it by the statement that he had traveled over one thousand 

__ j 
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miles himself, and that his successor would have to do more than he had 

done. 

The Deputies well earn the compliment paid them, of declaring them form

any Past District Deputy Grand Masters. ¥l e infer that this makes them 

permanent members of the Grand Lodge, although we are not sure in this 

respect. At any rate, it gives them that particular rank in the Grand Lodge. 

The Grand Secretary, \\-"ILL1AM G. ScoTT1 reports the printing and issuing 

of a new Constitution in a volume of 1 6o pages besides the index, making 31 

pages more; also a volume of ceremonials, and also a new burial service and 

a standard code of by-laws. 
Dispensations had been granted for five new lodges, besides two which ,,·ere 

working under dispensation the previous year. 

Two other applications had been received, but they came so late that they 

were held for the consideration of the incoming Grand Master. 

He reports that the returns had been made with great promptness, and that 

the finances of the Grand Lodge were in satisfactory condition. The past 

year had been a most prosperous one in its history. 

As this year closes the .first twenty-five years of the history of the Grand 

Lodge, the Grand Secretary gives a statement of the gains and losses for the 

whole time. The gains were 6,IJ4, and the losses were ),292, one-third of 

which resulted frOm suspensions for non-payment of dues. But in spite of all 

this there was a net gain of 2,842. Sixty-six lodges had been chartered since 

the organization, of which seven had become extinct, and one had transferred 

its allegiance to the Grand Lodge of Canada. 

Of the Grand Officers who took part in the formation of the Grand Lodge 

but five were living. 

In his conclusion, Bro. ScoTT says: 

"'And now, brethren of the Grand Lodge, the exacting duties of a public 
office requiring my undivided attention~ my work as Grand Secretary must 
cease. The time has come for me to say the final words of official separation, 
and it is needless for me to add that I do so with feelings of sadness. For 
t\venty years I have labored among you and have endeavored with all the 
ability I possessed to promote the interests of Craft ~1asonry, and especia1ly 
those of the Grand Lodge of .Manitoba. \Vith my associate officers my rela
tions have been on the whole of the most pleasant character, and in looking 
back over the long period of my connection with them it will ever be with 
feelings of unmingled satisfaction and pride that I shall recall the times when 
it was my privilege to share these labors and honors with them. To these 
brethren, to my brother Grand Secretaries throughout the masonic wor1d from 
whom I have so often received many kindnesses, and to that goodly band of 
masons of our own jurisdiction which during my term of service has grown 
from three hundred and sixty to three thousand and ninety, to one and all as 
Grand Secretary, I bid you 'Adieu 1 a heart-warm fond adieu.'" 

He makes a detailed report also in relation to the library, from which it 

appears that that is in a very prosperm_ts condition. But he suggests that his 

successor ought to have a remuneration for taking care of it. VVhile it is 

l 
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mainly a masonic library, nevertheless they ha-ve quite a collection of books 

of a general character. \Ve think that ultimately they will have to restrict it 

to masonic books. 

The report of the committee on the District Deputy Grand Masters' reports 

commend these officers for their zeal and fidelity, saying, however, that the 

reports show that too many members are in arrears for dues, and that the 

historical register of the lodges is not properly kept. In this connection the 

committee say: 

"Two things are to be further noted: 1st. That there are too many mem
bers in arrears for dues. If such brethren in arrears can meet their lodge 
dues they ought to pay promptly; if they are unable, then they should man
fully come forward, state their inability, and there is not a lodge in this Grand 
Jurisdiction but what would remit such arrears. zd. It is the complaint of 
more than one D. D. G. Master that the Historical Register is not properly 
kept. \Vhose fault is this r If the work is too formidable for the Secretary 
of the Lodge, then the lodge should appoint some competent brother, and, if 
necessary, pay him for his labor. If this were done, each lodge would have 
an Historical Regi<;ter worthy of it." 

Charters were granted to six new lodges, the other having not worked suffi

cient time u. D. 

The Committee on the Grand Secretary's report notices his valedictory, and 

while regretfully, accept his decision, having put on record a minute of the 

high appreciation of the Grand Lodge of his services during aU these years, 

and in addition a committee was appointed to procure a fitting testimonial to 

be given to him. \Ve shall hope, however, that be "\Vill continue his valuable 

aid for the benefit of the craft. 

Much other business of a routine character was transacted, but not of gen

eral interest. 

There was no Report on Correspondence. 

MARYLAND, 1900. 

At the semi-annual communication, the Grand Master, THOMAS ]. SHRY

ocK, merely made a report of the d-ispensations issued and other local mat

ters. 

The Grand Inspectors made the following report, brief but comprehensive: 

" We have made thirty-nine visitations and are pleased to state that \Ve 
found all the lodges in good form, financially and practically. 

" The new officers generally do fair work, and evidence more perfect work 
in the near future. 

"V\~ e found some features disturbing the harmony that should prevail, but 
have promise of correction at an early date. 

" The landmarks of our Order are well preserved. 
"The advancement of our Order is decidedly favorable. The records are 

we11 kept and evidence substantial and well founded groVi·ih." 
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At the annual communication in November, it was announced that the 

Grand Master had gone to Michigan to try the baths of the springs at M t. 

Clements for his rheumatism, and he had found them very beneficial. The 

Grand Lodge sent a message of greetings, adopted unanimously by a rising 

vote. 

His address '"·as read by the Deputy Grand .Master. 
He says: 

1 
I 
~ 

"We are standing upon the threshold of a new century. The century just 
past has been marvelous in its development of civilization and of the arts and l 
sciences. During its period wonderful advancement has been made in every ~ 
thing conducive to the comfort and wants of mankind. The very elements of 
nature have been chained and made to senre man; increasing his facilities for 
""·ork and happiness. FreemasonJ)7 has not stood still, but, with the genera) 
advancement, has kept pace and has spread its good influence over the face of 
the earth for the betterment of humanity. The coming century bids fair to 
outstrip the past in its wonderful development of knowledge and power, even 
over nature itself. No one can tell what these developments will be, or what 
line or direction they may take, but the past teaches us to hope that they may J 
be for the betterment of we poor mortals here below. Freemasonry must , 
keep pace with this development. To do this, she must be ever alert and • 
watchful of the wants of mankind; she must be ever ready to relieve the dis-
tressed and comfort the weary, clothe the naked and bind up the wounds of the 
afflicted. She must make her influence for good felt every\vhere; and, to ac· 
complish this, she must ever be alert, never sleeping, never tiring, for time 
waits not, and development of other human institutions are crowding us so ~ 
rapidly one upon the other, that she must ever be ready for the call of duty. i 
Such being the conditions, the responsibility rests upon us, as the guardian of 
our unblemished escutcheon, and grows greater as time flies by. \Ve must be 
unselfish and sacrificing in all we do. Our deliberations for to-day are not 
only for to-day, but for the future, as their influence will be felt when you and 
I have passed through the valley of tears and the earth shall know us no more. 
Guard well, therefore, I beseech you, the sacred heritage which has been ~ 
handed down to us by our forefathers. Let no act of ours, individually or 
collectively, cast the slightest retlection or mar a page of the glorious history 
of the Fraternity." 

VVe know from what he has written in the past that he does not mean by 

this that any change or improvement in the fundamental laws and usages of 

Masonry shall be attempted, but that Masonry must be active in a more com- ~~ 

plete performance of the duties which 1-tasonry imposes. 

Of the condition of his own Grand Lodge, he says: 

' 1 During the past year peace and prosperity have d\velt with us; the Fra
ternity has prospered and is prospering; never was there more activity in our 
lodges throughout the whole State. The Grand Lecturer's report of lodges 
visited is made to the Grand Master monthly, and shows a healthy increase 
and vigorous interest in aU the lodges. Our Grand Lodge finances are in 
splendid condition. The income of the Grand Lodge is largely in excess of 
the expenses, and our bonded indebtedness is gradually being liquidated. The 
future looks indeed bright and prosperous for us." 

He refers to the "\Vashington Centennial exercises, and speaks in high terms 

of their importance and success. 

He announces, with a tribute to his memory, the death of Bro. WILLIAM 



I 
~ 

Correspondence-Maryland. 

H. CLARK, Past Deputy Grand Master, who had been an earnest mason, serv

ing the craft in various capac~ties, and in his will gave the Grand Lodge one 

thousand dollars for the charity fund. 

Of decisions he says: 

"During the year just past I have not been called upon to make any deci
sion on points of masonic law. I think the craft in our jurisdiction is to be 
congratulated upon this circumstance, as it shows most clearly that the breth
ren, who are called upon to fill the positions of Masters of lodges, are vle11 
schooled in the Constitution of the Grand Lodge, and are thus able to decide 
for themselves what is the law governing their bodies as laid down in our 
Constitution. The resolution passed by the Grand Lodge, requiring that the 
23d Article of the Constitution be read in open lodge! is, in my judgment, 
largely responsible for the knowledge of the law which the brethren genera1ly 
have, and which is evidenced by the fact that decisions are not asked of the 
Grand Master." 

\Ve have no doubt that this is correct, and if the old us_age could be more 

generaily observed, Grand Masters ·would not be so often cal1ed upon for deci

sions, and Masters of lodges as well as the lodges themselves would avoid the 

making of many errors. 

\Ve join heartily in the following: 

"Very much to my delight, our venerable Bro. Schultz sti1l continues to act 
as chairman of Committee on Correspondence and will submit his usual annual 
report. The Grand Lodge is most deeply indebted to him for the great sacri
fice which he must make in order to do this work. \Vhilst his sight is no 
more, his heart still beats true to the cause, and he continues to work faith
fully for the Fraternity." 

In relation to this the comrri.ittee says in part : 

"The remarkable vigor of the venerable chairman of the Committee on 
Correspondence, Bro. E. T. Schultz, finds appropriate mention, and here in 
his own home \Ve rely so implicitly on his masonic lore, as the great treasure 
house for all such information, that we regard it as a paradox, that nothing 
escapes his vision and yet he cannot see at all. \V auld God some magic art 
could unravel the complicated threads of masonic facts now wrapped up in 
the convolutions of his busy brain and \Veave a tapestry of his personal remi
niscence and historical truths and give us such a chart as few men living could 
match and none of the fathers could surpass." 

Of the first extract which we have quoted the committee say: 

"The prosperous condition of affairs reflects great credit on our Board of 
Managers, rnost heartily seconded by a loyal craft, while the Grand Lecturer, 
follows the orbit of this jurisdiction vdth unfailing, tireless energy, shedding 
tbe light of his masonic lore into the darkest places of our jurisdiction and 
bringing to light some of the choicest jewels of the craft. Such a system 
seems to lack nothing, in its principles, and is most efficiently applied by the 
Grand Inspectors. Let this M. \V. Grand Lodge lead the van! clinging tena
ciously to the landmarks and restoring the perfections of an unfa11en race till 
\Ve reach the fulness of the stature of the perfect man and mason." 

The Grand Master was able to return in time to be present and installed on 

the I 4th of December. 
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The Grand Lodge was opened by the Deputy Grand Master, and before the 

Grand Master was introduced we note with much plea.'mre the following pro

ceedings: 

"BrotherS. B. Medairy, Senior Grand Warden, stated, it "\'\'as a matter of 
great pleasure and congratulation to the Grand Lodge that our Grand Master 
elect, Brother Thomas J. Shryock, had returned so much improved in health; 
that he was in the Temple and would soon be ready for instal1ation. 

"On the 27th of February next he wm have reached the age of so years, 
and it would be a proper occasion for the Grand Lodge to mark the event by 
showing its appreciation of the services of a Grand Master who has for fifteen 
years labored so successfully in promoting the interest of the Gra11d Lodge of 
Maryland. I therefore offer the following resolution: 

"Resoh•ed, That a committee be appointed to prepare a suitable testimonial 
of our regard and esteem for our Grand .Master, Bro. Thomas J. Shryock. 

"The resolution was unanimously adopted, and the following named breth
ren appointed the committee: S. B. Medairy, Past Grand Master John M. 
Carter, H. C. Larrabee, James E. Green, W~m. S. Henning, John W. Snyder." 

The Grand Master was then introduced and installed, and briefly addressed 

the brethren. 

We note one curious coincidem.:e. The Senior Grand Warden is SUMMER

FIELD BERRY MEDAIRY (perhaps a son of the Grand Secretary, JACOB H. 

MEDAIRY), and, as we think, named after Past Grand Master JOHN SUMMER

FIELD BERRY. 

In these Proceedings we find a circular from the Grand Master, announcing 

the death of the latter on the third of January, about three weeks after his 

namesake was installed Senior Grand VVarden. 

Past Grand Master BERRY served as Grand Master two years at the begin· 

ning of the civil war, and of him the Grand Master well says: 

"For eighteen months at the beginning of the civil war, though of very pro
nounced vie'\'\I"S himself, he held together in peace and harmony the craft in 
Maryland, who were perhaps about evenly divided. upon the vexed questions 
which precipitated the conflict, and exerted all his efforts to assuage the bitter
ness and palliate the sufferings consequent upon the fratricidal strife." 

He had been prominent in public affairs, and was ·speaker of the House at 

the same time that he was Grand Master; and in the spring of 1862 was 

Adjutant General of the State, and the Grand Master says: 

"He leaves behind him an unblemished reputation and a bright record of 
good deeds through a long, busy and eventful life." 

The Report on Correspondence (I 12 pp.) was presented by Bro. EDWARD 

T. SCHULTZ. 

We are more than glad to find that he says it was a labor of love and had 

served to brighten and cheer the monotonous and enforced restraint of his 

life. VV e can hardly understand how he could have made so thorough an ex

amination of the Proceedings as his reports show that he did make. 

In his review of Alabama, he is obliged to destroy the tradition concerning 

the apron which in 1899 was presented to that Grand Lodge. It had come to 
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the possessor of the apron that it was one worn by a brother when LAF A YET'fR 

visited a lodge at Baltimore and acted as Senior '\\'arden, with VVAsHINGTON 

presiding as Master. \V e read this account, but in our report last year did 

not advert to the matter, for we had very grave suspicions as to the historical 

accuracy of the account of the apron. Bro. ScHULTZ says that 1Vil ASHINGTON 

neYer presided over a masonic lodge in Baltimore, and if he and LAFA YETTI:: 

ever visited a lodge there, it must have been prior to 1784, for LAFAYETTE 

left the country that year and was not here again unti\1824, when VVASHI~G

TON had been dead nearly twenty-five years. Bro. ScHULTZ cannot understand 

the origin of the tradition, but the dates we have given make it pretty certain 

that there is some mistake about it, either in the locality or in the main state

ment. There were only two lodges in Baltimore prior to 1784, and neither of 

them have any record of any visit from 'vVAsHIKGToK, but it may be that the 

tradition located the visit in the wrong place. 

Of the report of Bro. RoBERTso:v, of Canada, he says: 

·' W~-ile his report is valuable and interesting, it would be far mOre so if he 
would give us more of his own opinions upon subjects to which he refers in 
his reports." 

It wiJI be remembered that we have often expressed a v.'ish in the same line. 

In his review of Georgia he says: 

'
1 'N e fail utterly to see why a dimitted mason may not assist in the forma

tion of a new lodge. He can petition for membership in a chartered lodge, 
why then may he not join in a petition for a new lodge? The Grand Master 
says only brethren in good standing can do so. 'VIle would like to ask if a 
brother holding such a certificate as referred to is not in good standing in the 
}'ratemity, if he was not, the Grand Secretary should not have issued him a 
certificate." 

This is the re.<..;ult of the tendency of the craft, in many sections of the 

country at least, to what Bro. ROBBINS calls "commercialism." Down here 

in Maine an effort is always made when a new lodge is formed, to have non

affiliated masons join in its organization, and very frequently they are among 

the leading ones who desire to have a lodge. In many cases non-affiliation 

results from change of residence to a place where there is no lodge. Of 

course we most heartily agree with Bro. ScHULTZ, and hold that the decision 

referred to is in conflict both with the principles and policy of Freemasonry. 

In his review of Indiana he thus endorses ,vhat we have expressed in our 

review of that Grand Lodge : 

"Very properly, a resolution forbidding the continuance pf a practice which 
ha."> prevailed for some time in the Grand Lodge of authorizing the Grand 
Ma.;;;ter or other Grand Officer to cast the entire vote of the membership of 
the Grand Lodge for brothers for different offices, thereby depriving each in
dividual member from casting his vote, as provided by the by-laws of the 
Grand Lodge. n 

In his review of Maine he says: 
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"Y.le are gratified to learn from the Grand Master, that in Maine, 'Suspen
sion from membership for non-payment of dues does not suspend from all 
masonic rights '; that although a brother has not the right to visit the lodge 
of which he was a member, as a matter of right, if a lodge sees fit they may 
permit him to visit. This we

1
regard as a correct masonic ruling." 

He quotes our remarks in relation to the proposed action of the Grand 

Lodge of the District of Columbia to deprive Past Grand Masters of an indi

vidual vote, and he adds: 

" We too 'are greatly surprised,' that the Grand Lodge of the District of 
Columbia should have departed so far from the usage and practice of its 
m'Jther, the Grand Lodge of Mary1and; its grand-mother1 the Grand Lodge 
Lodge of Pennsyhrania; and its great grand~mother, the Grand Lodge of Eng· 
land. 

"By the Constitution of this Grand Lodge, Grand Masters as well as Deputy 
Grand Masters and the Grand \>Yardens have collectively one vote. The Past 
Masters of each lodge have likewise collectively one vote. The impropriety, 
not to say injustice, of a regulation ·that restricts the rights and privileges of 
the Grand Officers enumerated to the same rights and privileges accorded to 
Past Maste£s who are members of the Grand Lodge by courtesy alone, must, 
we think, be apparent to ev·ery one." 

In his review of Pennsylvania, iefening to the fact that the Grand Master 

of that Grand Lodge declined to unite in the Centennial exercises1 he says: 

"This letter elicited a reply from Past Grand Master A. R. Courtney, of 
Virginia, chairman of the Committee of Arrangements, inviting further discus
sion of the subject, but Acting Grand Master \Vagner declined to accede to 
his request, and said 'of course it would be a great pleasure to meet and dis
cuss any subject with you, but as far as the matter of the Grarid Lodge of 
Pennsylvania participating in the public ceremonies in connection ·witn the 
VYashington celebration is concerned, must say to you frankly that nothing 
can be said or done that will alter our decision. Worshipful Brother Sener, 
both in person and by letter and circular, gave us full information, and \o,.·e 
doubt the ability of any one to present it more fully or clearly. The reason 
given in my letter to your Most Vl orshipful Grand Master is the correct one, 
and there is a nothing else" held back. In Pennsylvania, the Grand Lodge 
never appears in public, and, by its Constitution, it forbids its subordinates to 
do so. VVe cannot do otherwise than decline your fraternal invitation: 

"Yet in the face of these positive declarations of Grand Master VVagner, 
that Grand Lodge and its subordinates do not appear in public, the Ahiman 
Rezon, or book of Constitutions, do, as ·we have stated in pre"·ious reports, 
provide for the appearance of the Grand Lodge and its subordinates in public 
on the occasions of corner-stones and burial of brothers." 

VV e rejoice greatly that our good brother is able to go on with this work, 

and is able to maintain the high character of the reports formerly written by 
him. 

MASSACHUSETTS, 1900. 

Six special communications were held during the year for constituting 

lodges, dedicating halls and celebrating anniversaries, at which addresses of 

an exceedingly interesting character, especia11y from an historical standpoint, 

were delivered. And while we regret that full histories of the lodges were 
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not prepared and published in connection with these occasions, what is given 

is of great masonic value to the masonic student. 

At the March quarterly, an exceedingly interesting and valuable report was 

made upon a proposition to amend the Constitution by making ,.Past District 

Deputy Grand Masters permanent members of the Grand Lodge. and the 

report was against the proposition. As the matter bears upon the proper 

constitution of Grand Lodges, we have examined the report 1\-ith much inter

est. The Grand Lodge was made up at the time, of its officers, 51 in number; 

permanent members, 59 in number; of the ~asters and V·lardens of the lodges, 

702 in number; making a grand total of 812. The permanent members are 

made up of eight Past Grand )!asters, eight Past Deputy Grand Masters, 

twenty-one Past Senior Grand "\Vardens and twenty-two Fast Junior Grand 

Wardens, and the effect of adopting the amendment \\'Ould ha\'e been to add 

249 permanent members, with a possibility of increasing them from one source 

alone at the rate of 28 a year, or, under the present usage, at the certain rate 

of 14 a year. 

In Massachusetts the Deputy Grand Master is appointed by the Grand 

Master, so that really eight of the present permanent members hold their posi

tions by virtue of appointment. If the amendment should be adopted, all of 

those included in it would hold membership by appointment by the Grand 

Master. In nearly all other Grand Lodges, Deputy Grand Ma<>ters are elected, 

as is the case in Maine, The committee make a very strong point that a man 

should become a permanent member of the Grand Lodge only by election by 

the Grand Lodge to some office, carrying with it permanent membership; and 

the argument has exceedingly great weight. 

Another point, really hinted at than otherwise, is that the permanent mem

bers thus made would be younger in years and younger in service in Masonry 

than permanent members coming in under the present system, "\V e think the 

committee could \Ye1l have emphasized the point more than they did. The 

permanent membership of a Grai1d Lodge is valuable solei y because it is made 

up usually of men who have had quite large experience in Masonry, in years 

as well as in service. 

The plan of constituting a Grand Lodge of permanent members as well as 

of representatives, is, as we have frequently remarked in our reports, a very 

Wi!;e one, and it seems to us that it is the wisest form of organization practi

cable; but there should be a due proportion between the number of the per

manent members and the number of representatives. 

In our ciYil government, the Senate is a small body as compared with the 

House of Representatives. In the Grand Lodge, what ansv·lers to the Senate 

in civil government, sits in the same body as what answers to the House of 

Representatives in civil government, and the Jatter have direct! y the benefit of 

the wisdom derived from the longer experience of the others. But to make 



C orrespondence-Massizchusetts . 

. so large an increase in the permanent membership, would, in our judgment, be 

utterly destructive in dfect to this form of government. Our Grand Lodge 

is now constituted with a comparatively small permanent membership, made 

up of breth:en who have commended themselves sufficiently to the Grand 

Lodge as to be elected to official positions of great honor, carrying with such 

election permanent membership in the Grand Lodge. The fact, that StlCh an 

election does carry with it permanent membership in the Grand Lodge, should 

always, and most always does, enter into the consideration of the fitness of 

any brother who is proposed for election. 

In our own Grand Lodge we have more than once elected an old and ex

perienced mason to the office of Grand Vv-arden, for the express purpose of 

making him a permanent member of the Grand Lodge, not only as a compli

ment to him, but in order to have the benefit of his experience. 

The point is, that the addition of so many new men would cripple the po-...rer 

of th_e representatives beyond a reasonable and wise limit; as Grand Lodges 

are now constituted, an amendment to the Constitution can be adopted by the 

representatives of lodges, even if the permanent members shou1d aH be against 

it. But the committee point out that if this increase to the permanent mem

bership should be made, the representatives would lose that power. \Ve doubt 

whether practically such a contest would ever arise, but at the same time it is 

wisdom to exclude the possibility of such a contest. Another very serious 

objection made by the committee is that it would increase the number of 

members of the Grand Lodge so us to make it unwieldly, and this really is a 

very serious matter. Legislation by a body of eight hundred or a thousand 

men is difficult even at best, and while it is not probable that the seven or 

eight hundred representatives would all be present, still we know by experi

ence that enough are present to make the question of numbers a very serious 

one. In fact, in the Grand Lodge of New York, they have been obliged to 

limit the number of representatives to one, and even now that body is un

wieldly, and solely on account of the very large number of members present 

at its meetings. 

The report of the committee was somewhat discussed, but was adopted by 

a vote of 321 to 23, thus rejecting the proposed amendment. 

At the June quarterly meeting, Grand Master McALLISTER, of New Ramp· 

shire, was presented, and made a very interesting address of a historical char· 

acter, showing the early connection between Masonry in New Hampshire and 

Masonry in Massachusetts. 

An interesting address was made by Bro. THoR~niKE in relation to the 

death of the EARL OF LONDESBOROVGH, an honorary member of Liberty 

Lodge, at Beverly, and who had interested himself greatly in Arnetican Ma

sonry; one of the latest manifestations being the sending of a wreath to be 

pJaced on the tomb of '¥ ASH1NG'£ON, at the time of the Centennial Exercises. 

1 
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The Grand Master calls the attention of the Grand Lodge to the recently 

obtained portraits of two of the earliest known Secretaries of masonic lodges 

in Boston: Peter Pe1ham and his son Charles; and in connection a very 

interesting sketch of these brethren is given, and of great value historically. 

\Ve are greatly tempted to notice at length some of the addresses at the 

special communications, but space wilJ not allow. 

The proceedings of the annual communication have a cut of Liberty Lodge, 

at Beverly, or rather the easterly portion of th~ lodge roo~, taken December 

30, 1899· 

At the December Quarterly, the Grand "Master, CHARLES T. GAL1.AGHER, 

delivered an exceedingly interesting address. He calls attention to the mag

nificent work done by the District Deputy Grand Masters, and congratulates 

the Grand Lodge upon this, for the time has now come when the Grand Offi

cers cannot visit the lodges, and reliance must be placed upon the Deputies 

for doing this. 

\Ve have heretofore mentioned that the Grand Masters of Massachusetts 

have apparently felt compe11ed to devote more time to the visitation of lodges, 

attending celebrations, delivering addresses, etc., than could possibly be g-iven 

to those duties by any brother who has business of his own to which he must 

gh·e his attention; and while we find that Bro. GALLAGHER has spent a great 

deal of time in performing these duties, ·we are glad that he has called the 

attention of the craft in his jurisdiction to the subject, for if the Grand Master 

is practically obliged to an~wer all these calls it would 1imit the selection of 

Grand Masters to men of wealth and leisure. 

In his address the Grand Master reports a gift of $506 from the Lodge of 

St. Andrew for the Charity Fund, as well as of tv;o beautiful vases and a 

clock for the fratemity parlor from Bro. ALBERT A. }'oJ.SOM, and other gifts 

from brethren, 'including the portrait of Peter Pelham from Mr. C. P. CURTIS. 

He announced that by the death of Bro .. FRANKLIN PLATT, $20,000 was 

left to the Grand Lodge for masonic charitable purposes. The money had 

not then been received, but the amount would be in due time. 

He annmmced that the wi11 of Bro. joHN H. CoLLAMORE, by which he had 

given considerable money to various masonic bodies, had been contested, but 

all proceedings had been disposed of in favor of the will. This having failed, 

another attempt h.ad been made upon the assets in the nature of a claim that 

a large" part of the investments held by Bro. Coi.LA~ORE was really property 

of others held in trust by him. All that had been decided had been decided 

in favor of the estate, but there was one case still pending and the time, when 

the distribution \Vould be made, was stiH uncertain. 

'VVe believe, however1 that the Grand Lodge had received about $zz,ooo on 

account on the Collamore l:'und, as it seems to be so stated in these Proceed

mgs. 
APP. 26 G. L. 
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Only two cases had been before the Commissioners of Trials, and the Grand 

Master congratulates the fraternity on the faithfulness of its members. 

As a whole the Grand Master says: 

"The first year passed in this our new masonic home has thus closed under 
most auspicious circumstances and with a most creditable shovring in the good 
work of our Institution; we have been generously blessed with prosperity and 
happiness, and with devout recognition to the Master of us all for his gifts 
thus bestowed, let us return our thanks." 

In one of the cases of discipline, the accus·ed could not be found, and the 

Commissioners doubted their jurisdiction under the circumstances, and we 

think wisely. They submitted an amendment to the Constitution, which we 

presume wiU be adopted, that if the residence of the accused be unknown the 

Commissioners may proceed ex parte. 

An amendment was also proposed which goes over until next year, taking 

away the limit of membership, and in effect aJlowing a brother to be a mem· 

ber of more than one lodge at the same time. 

The Grand Feast, as it seems to us, was more than usually interesting and 

enthusiastic, although that is a doubtful thing to say, as that occasion is 

always one of great interest and enthusiasm. The addresses on the occasion 

were of high character, and will repay reading and study. They were not 

wholly of the character of after dinner speeches, when ~it and hiJarity are the 

general order of the day, but many of them are exceedingly instructive and 

deserve to be thoroughly read and studied. 

The speakers bore in mind, however, the saying of old Parson Adams, that 

"Wisdom without wit is meat without salt, but wit without wisdom is salt 

without meat," and both e!i::tremes were happily avoided. 

MICHIGAN, 1901. 

The frontispiece is a capital portrait of the retiring Grand Master, LuciA~ 4' 
E. WooD. , 

The Grand Lodge met at noon, was welcomed by the Mayor of the city, and 

by a representative of the city lodges, was opened, and ·was called off until two 

in the afternoon. The iirst thing in the afternoon, the '• roll of honor," " ac- ·1 
cording to a fitting custom/' "VI'aS called, The roll seems to be made up of the 

names of Past Grand Masters who had died. At the close of the call the 

Grand Master called up the Grand Lodge and made offi.ciaJ announcement of 

the death of two Past Grand Masters during the year, "and the grand honors 

were given in memory of them and of other Past Grand Masters who had gone 

to their eternal reward." 

The Grand Secretary then called the roll, which included Grand Officers, 

Past Grand Masters, Standing and Special Committees, Board of Control of 

i 
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the Masonic Home, and Lodge Representatives. As a rule, but one repre

sentative for each lodge was present. 

The roll of Grand Representatives was also called, and Maine's representa

tive, Bro. WU.LJAM ~VENTE1 responded. 

Out of 385 lodges, all but two were represented, and of this number of 

lodges only about twenty were represented by more than one brother; usua11y 

the Worshipful Master, sometimes the Senior Vll arden and sometimes the 

Junior \.Varden. 

The Grand Master, LucrAl E. Vl oon, announced in his address the deaths 

of Past Grand Masters ALANSON P.i\RTRIDGE and EDWARD L. Bov,'RING, and 

paid a tribute to the memory of each. 

He had granted three dispens.ations for new lodges, to two of which he rec

ommended the issuing of charters. The bther had not worked under its dis

pensation the required time, and he recommended that it be continued u. D., 

and his recommendations were adopted. 

He give's an account of the special dispensations which he had issued; of 

the corner stones which he had laid, in person or by proxy; the dedication of 

halls, and his visitations. AB of which had conspired to make him a pretty 

busy man. 

He made the following recommendation: 

•· In regard to jurisdiction, I would recommend that the Grand Lodge of 
Michigan and subordinate lodges release jurisdiction on all candidates after 
they have removed from this Grand Jurisdiction for more than one year." 

V\' e are not clear as to the meaning of this1 but are inclined to the opinion 

that it refers to rejected candidates only. 

He made quite a number of decisions, but the most important one was in 

relation to the recent law of the Grand Lodge in relation to dimitted masons. 

The law seems upon its face to be self-acting, and that brethren remaining un

affiliated for more than one year, are suspended by mere operation of the law; 

but he ruled othenvise, and held that until action by the lodge for violation of 

Grand Lodge regulation, dimitted masons could join in a petition for a new 

lodge, or present a petition for membership at any time before they had been 

disciplined by the lodge under the law to which we have referred. 

The decision of the Grand Ma..;;,ter is in these words: 

"~ o, they are not suspended. 1 do not think the intention of the law was 
to suspend; it disqualified them the same as a suspended mason, but if they 
will present their petitions I recommend that the lodge receive and act upon 
same. But in case he refuses to affiliate with some lodge, I recommend that 
charges be preferred for the violation of Grand Lodge Regulations." 

It is not quite clear, but we think that the meaning of it is as we have just 

stated. 

The committee to which it was referred reported in favor of approving the 

decisions, "W-ith no discussion of any one of them. 



Correspondence-Michigan. 

We find also the following by the Grand Master: 

"I have had the same question asked a great many times during the year in 
regard to members holding a dimit after the first of February, 1900, and were 
the brothers suspended under the law o£'1898. 

" In answer thereto, I have ruled that the brother was not suspended and 
that they could receive and act upon the dimit, the same as before February 
1st, 190o, but any person refusing to affiliate or neglecting to do so, is subject 
to discipline by the lodge in whose jurisdiction he now resides, and any person 
not affiliated with some lodge is violating Grand Lodge Regulations and is 
subject to charges." 

TP,is makes the matter clear, and in accordan•e with our understanding of 

it. This construction, also, partially relieves the law of its vioJation of funda· 
mental masonic principles. 

On the receipt of the news of the destruction of Galveston, he ordered the 

Grand Secretary to draw a warrant for $500 and for\\-ard it. That was done 

and the Grand Lodge confirmed his action. 

In discussing the report of the Grand Lecturer, he expresses the opinion 

that that officer had not been able to give proper attention to the smaller 

lodges, and makes several recommendations in that connection; but as we do 

not find that they were specifically acted upon, it will be of no interest to dis. 
cuss them. 

As usual, the Grand Secretary ~akes a concise report of the doings of his 

office. He was obliged to report that there were more errors in the returns 

this year than ever before. 

He calls atention to the fact that many changes had been made in the blue 

book, by which officers of lodges are misled, and as there are very few copies 

on hand, he urges a revision, and the Grand Lodge so ordered-the revision 

to be made by a committee of one and presented at the Grand Lodge next 

year for its action. 

'Ve are glad to find also that instead of a mere codification and publication 

of the decisions, the committee is to revise them, and publish only those in 

force, without repeating decisions in regard to the same point. It comes 

more nearly to a digest of the law arising out of the decisions than it does to a 

mere collection of decisions as rendered. 

The Grand Lecturer makes a very enthusiastic report. He had held six 

lodges of instruction which had been very welJ attended, there being only four 

lodges tha~ had not been represented at some one of them. N earJy 1,400 

officers of lodges had been present, and over Io,ooo members; Which he says 

is the largest number that he had ever met in any one year, and he thinks that 

there was a corresponding increase of interest and zeal, with an increased 

prosperity. as a result. 

The chairman of the special committee on masonic charity made a report 

recommending in effect the creation of a Grand Lodge Charity Fund by val· 

untary contributions of the brethren; except that it provided that on the 
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meeting on St. John's day, every member shall deposit a penny for the pur~ 

pose, and as much more as they please. 

The report was received, ordered to be printed with the proceedings1 and 

laid over until next year for :final action. 

A Jetter was received from the Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of 

Cana~a, presenting a copy of Bro. }{oBERTSON's history of Freemasonry in 

Canada., :'-nd the gift was accepted by the Grand Lodge by a unanimous rising 

vote. 

Under the resolution adopted a year ago, the Grand Secretary submitted to 

the Grand Lodge such names as had been presented to him by lodges, for 

various offices in the Grand Lodge, but of course the list is not given. 

The Grand Lodge of Costa Rica was recognized upon the following state. 

ment by the Grand Secretary, as Committee on Correspondence: 

"An investigation and correspondence reveals the fact that this Grand 
Lodge was regularly and legally organized .on the 7th day of December, 1899, 
and that every lodge in that Republic hOlds its charter from it. That it has 
adopted a constitution and code of laws that are in accordance with universal 
masonic usage, and that are, in most respects, quite like our own, and in other 
special particulars would afford a fine model for older Grand Lodges." 

Greetings were sent to Bros. WEBBER and PECK, detained at home by ill
ness, and the sympathies of the Grand Lodge were extended to Past Grand 

Master JoHN VV. )fcGRATH, in his bereavement by the Joss of his only son; 

and he most feelingly responded. 

A proposition was made that there be but one ballot for the degrees, but 

the committee reported against it and it was rejected. 

This Grand l.odge has heretofore held to the doctrine of perpetual jurisdic

tion, but the Maine proposition in a modified form was reported upon favor

ably by the committee and adopted by the Grand Lodge. The committee 

thus speak of the force of it: 

'' The proposed amendment, if adopted, will give the lodges jurisdiction 
over the material above mentioned for five years, when the lien will be raised, 
and a rejected candidate, if he had removed from the jurisdiction of the lodge 
that rejected him, may apply to a lodge where he resides for the degrees, the 
lodge which rejected him having no further jurisdiction over him." 

But it seems to us that the amendment does not go quite so far as this F.tate· 

ment. The clallses of the amendment are as foJlows: 

u But it will lose this right in favor of another lodge within whose territorial 
jurisdiction such work or material shall have resided for five years." 

* * * * * * * * * 
"Unless said applicant has resided within the jurisdiction of the lodge to 

which application is made for a period of five years." 

It would seem to follow from this that the effect of a rejection is not en. 

tirely lost by a lapse of five years, as is the case in Maine, but is only lost in 

favor of a lodge in whose jurisdiction the candidates shall have resided fl~·e 
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years. In Maine the force of the rejection ceases at the end Of five years in 

all cases; but in Michigan only when the candidate has resided five years in 

the jurisdiction of another lodge. 

Bro. VlENTE presented a report on the Masonic Home, from which it 

appears that the deficiency existing at the end of the year ·before had been 

partly made up. The average weekly cost of maintenance was $2.91. At 

the end of the year there were 45 beneficiaries, 35 men, 9 women and onE boy; 

the average age of the m<'!n was 72 years, that of the women 7 5 years. Ar· 

rangements had been made whereby the Board was satisfied that money would 

be raised to make some necessary repairs and additions to the Home, and it 

says: 
"In short, the purpose of the Board is to make this a model Home for de

pendents ; to do all that can be done to make it unlike a poorhouse, but home
like; a_ place where our brethren, and the widows and orphans of brethren, 
may pass the remaining years of their life in comfort." 

On motion by Past Grand Master" McGRATH, a telegram of condolence was 

sent to King Edward VII, Grand Master of Masons of England, on account 

of the death of the Queen, and later resolutions of sympathy were presented 

and adopted unanimously by a rising vote, and copies ordered to be sent to 

the Grand Lodges of Canada and England. 

A very pleasing incident occurred during a littJe interval in the work. Past 

Grand Master MCCuRDY asked permission to occupy a few minutes of the 

time. It turned out that it was thefiftietlz anniversary of his first attendance 

upon tlze Grand Lodge. He was made a mason August 15, r85o, and was 

present in the Grand Lodge January 8, r85r, and he was the only one living 

of the members of the Grand Lodge at that time. He had known personalJy 

every Grand Master. 

vv~ e_ would like very much to copy further from his remarks, but we would 

want to include the whole. The Grand ~ecretary adds the follovring: 

"There was a little addenda to his remarks which Bro. McCurdy did not ~ 
furnish with his written copy, but which seemed to be much appreciated by 
the members present. In some of his reminiscenses of early masonic law he 
told of one case where information was sought and given that has never been 
reduced to writing, and a.-; he thought it one of the 'exceedingly valuable land-
marks' of the Order, he gave the same to the brethren that it might be pre-
served in faithful breasts and passed along the 1ine for the benefit of future 
generations, and we are safe in saying, judging from the appreciative and dem- ~ 
onstrative manner in which it was received by the craft, it will never, no, never 1 
die." 

This is rather tantalizing to the reader, for even a Yankee cannot guess what 

the interesting matter was to which he refen;. 

In former years the Grand Secretary has urged the binding~£ the Proceed

ings of other Grand L-adges, but his recommendation had passed unheeded, 

so this year he makes special report upon this subject, and the Committee 

of Finance recommended the binding of not exceeding t»tt hundred volumes, at 
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an expense if not exceeding fifty cents each. V.l e cannot help saying that this. 

report indicates a very small appreciation of the value of the Proceedings of 

other Grand Lodges, and we confess to a great deal of surprise. If the price 

per volume is not sufficient to bind them in good, substantial, durable shape,. 

the limitation is very poor economy; as, if these reports are deemed of little 

value now, the time "\Vill come when they will be deemed of very great value. 
The Committee on German '\N ork made a report asking for further time, 

and further time was granted; and Bro. CONOVER was added to the commit

tee. Very few of our Grand Lodges allow work to be done in a foreign lan

guage. 
The Grand Lodge Register had been so nearly completed that lodges are 

permitted to omit from their annual returns the alphabetical list of members, 

heretofore required to be furnished. 

Bro. ARTHUR M. CLARK, Grand Lecturer for twenty-three years, announced 

that it would be impossible for him to continue longer in the office. A tribute 

was paid to him, recognizing the great service \Vhich he had rendered to the 

Grand Lodge. 

\¥ e find that we were in error in our statement that the Grand Master's 

recommendation in regard to the visitation of the smaller lodges was not con

sidered; while his specific plan was not adopted, the following was: 

"That the Grand Lecturer shall, under the orders and instructions of the 
Grand Master, carefully determine which of the lodges are most in need of his 
instructions, and shaH hold schools of instruction in the lodge room of each of 
said lodges, and shall inspect the records and books, and give the Secretaries 
such instruction as they may need. That this course be diligently and faith
fu1ly pursued and the needy lodges brought up, as soon as practicable, to the 
high standard which should prevail throughout this Grand Ju-ri&diction." 

In accordance ¥.--ith a vote of the Grand Lodge the year before, the Grand 

Secretary called the roll of Grand Representatives, nine of whom presented 

reports, which are published in the Appendix. 

Bro. \VENTE, our Representative, responded, commencing his report as fol

low&: 

" In view of the fact that this Grand Lodge has shelved its Committee on 
Foreign Correspondence, so far as a review of the doings of other Grand 
Lodges is concerned, it is difficult to understand just what is expected as a 
'brief statement of the condition of Masonry' in the Grand Jurisdiction, to 
which the Representative is accredited. The condition of Masonry can, at a 
distance of tweve hundred miles, more or less, after all be gleaned only from 
the published proceedings of the Grand Lodge of the State under review. 
Hence we have, after all, the report of a committee of one on foreign corre
spondence on the condition of Masonry, in this case, in Maine. 'A rose by 
any other name, etc.'" 

He gives very concisely an account of the various matters of interest; om 

manner of visiting lodges and system of mileage and per diem ; an account of 

our charity fund and purposes for which it may be employed; and other mat

ters to the extent of over a page and a half. 
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The Representative of Manitoba furnished a report of nearly three pages, as 

also did the Representative of Ohio. 

The Representative of Louisiana presented merely a brief letter from the 

Grand Secretary of that jurisdiction.· The others, however, seem to have done 

as Bro. \VENTE did, and obtained the information from the Proceedings. 

\Ve think .it w.ill not be long before this Grand Lodge will return to the sys· 

tern of having regular Reports on Correspondence. 

MINNESOTA, 1901. 

The frontispiece is a portrait of the retiring Grand Ma~ter, ALoNzo BRAN

DENBURG. 

Immediately upon opening the Grand Lodge: 

"Past Grand Master Henry A. \'lr' ell"> offered the following resolution, which 
was unanimously adopted, and, on motion, it was voted to cable the same to 
the King of England at the expense of the Grand Lodge : 

"'Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of A. F. & A. ·M. of Minnesota, in session, 
extends to His 1\-fajesty, the Grand Master of Masons of England, the sympa
thies of the Freemasons of this Grand )utisdiction, on account of the death of 
his mother, the Queen, loved and revered by the good of every land." 

The roll of all brethren who were entitled to seats in the Grand Lodge had 

been prepared by the Grand Secretary, and that roll was called, and those 

present in person or by proxy were noted and the Committee on Credentials 

given 'time to make additions and corrections during the session. 

The committee reported present the representatives of zo8 oUt of 216 

lodges. 

Grand Master BRA~DENHURc; delivered an eminently business-like address. 

He commenced it, however, by questions to the brethren as to the manner in 

·which various masonic duties had been perlormed during the year. 

He reports that peace and harmony prevail in all parts of the jurisdiction. 

Of the duties of the representatives of lodges he says, and we commend it 

to the brethren in Maine: 

"I wish to remind the representatives of lodges that they are here for a 
purpose. Mileage and per diem are paid to one representative present from 
each lodge, and the Grand Lodge is entitled to your time and service until the 
end of the session. That we have needed your assistance has been called 
forcibly to my mind many times, especially at our last annual communication, 
when the report of the Committee on the Dissemination of the Work came up 
at the evening session, just before the close of Grand Lodge. If a call of the 
roll had been made we would have found ourselves '"'·ith only a minority of 
the lodges represented. \Ve want the benefit of the best thought of all of 
you, my brethren; we want you here during the whole of the session, from 
the time the Grand Lodge is opened until its close. Then we shall not be 
compelled to lay over any work to the next session of the Grand Lodge which 
ought to be done at the present one. As it was, the report of said committee, 
as amended1 ·was laid over to this session, and should be taken up and dis
posed of at as early an hour _as practicable." 
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He urges the reading of the Proceedings of the Grand J,odge more gen· 

erally, saying substantially that he had visited lodges and had seen the Pro

ceedings lying on the desk of the Secretary, looking as if they had never been 

opened. 

He had constituted the six lodges chartered last year, and had granted dis

pensations for five more. He had carefully investigated all cases, having 

realized that very serious mistakes are often made in granting charter5 to 

lodges which may flourish but a short time and then pass out of existence. 

He had laid the corner-stone of the city ha11 of Rochester, and had done an 

immense amount of routine work in the way of examining and approving 

by-laws. 
He reports the destruction by fire of the halls of three lodges. All of them 

lost their charters, and he had issued dispensations to continue work until the 

session. 

He had dedicated a number of halls, made a number of visitations, and 

issued a large number of special dispensations, but had refused to grant quite 

a number asked for. 

He announced that the Committee on Code bad completed their work, and 

a copy had been sent to every lodge. 

He had authorized in several instances, lodges to sub-let their halls, as he 

\Yas confident that there \'·iere imperative rea~ons, of a financial character, for 

doing so, but he hoped the time wonld come when each masonic body I\"On1d 
have a hall of its own. 

The semi-centennial of this Grand Lodge comes m 1903, and he had ap

pointed a committee to make arrangements for the same, and he suggests that 

the Grand Lodge hold its annual meeting that year on the semi-centennial day. 

A case arose in which an objection was made to the advancement of an 

E. A. which had never been withdrawn, and he had moved into another )luis

diction and desired to have the remaining two degrees. Of this he says: 

"He. is the material of your lodge. After :.;.atisfying yourselves that there 
is no ground for further delay, yon can proceed with the work) should you 
find the brother worthy, unless some brother prefers charges against him. 
No further ballot is required. The brother was entitled to a hearing, hut 
seems never to have had one. A brother who has received one or two degree~ 
in Masonry has obtained some rights, and is entitled to be heard." 

Twenty-four of the thirty-four District Deputies had made reports ,,·hich 

had been filed with the Grand Secretary for future use. Ten of them Yisited 

every lodge in their dist'rict. The total numher of lodges visited wss 124-. 

Of this he says: 

''Some of the lodges do not pay the expenses of the Deputy making the 
visitation. This matter should-be looked after by each Ma._-;ter of the lodge 
visited. The Deputy giving his time for the good of Masonry should not be 
required to bear the expenses as well. I trust that the Masters will see that 
the expenses are paid by their Jodges hereafter." 
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In our judgment, the only successful system of visitation by Deputies, is 

the one which provides for the payment of their expenses by the Grand Lodge. 

The report of the Grand Secretary shows an immense growth of that Grand 

Lodge during the forty~eight years of its existence. 

He had received returns from all the lodges, inc:luding five l~. n. They 

show more work than in former years, but the losses were increased, so that 

the net gain was comparatively small. 

Nineteen lodges had done no work; seventeen stand even; sixty-one report 

a net loss; and all the gains come from 143 lodges. He thinks that the ~ 

lodges 15. D. have done good work, and charters should be granted to them. J 
Petitions were in his hands for five other new lodges which would be passed 

over to the incoming Grand Master. 

The Grand Lodge Register had been written to include the returns for ~ 
1899· 

He reports in relation to the publication of the code that already 350 out of 

the 500 ordered, had been supplied to Grand Lodge officers, lodges, and sister 

Grand Lodges, and he says that the work fills a want long felt. 

The Committee on the Semi-Centennial was instructed to submit a pro

gramme at the next annual communication. 

The Committee on Visitation recommended the holding of schools of in

instruction, a larger number than before, and that a Grand Lecturer should be 

appointed who could devote his whole time to visiting lodges. The first was 

adopted, and the latter lies over until the next annual meeting. 

The usual routine business was transacted. 

A resolution was adopted to make- a brother a permanent member of the 

Grand Lodge, and the Committee on Jurisprudence reported the following: 

"Also any elective officer who has been elected and shall have served this 
Grand Lodge in the position for which he was elected for the term of twenty
one consecutive years." 

A similar provision was once proposed to our Grand Lodge and rejected. 

The Grand Orator delivered a tine address, deserving careful reading and 

study, but like such addresses, when they are good, it is impossible to give 

any extracts from them that will either do justice to them or be appreciated 

by the reader. 

The Report on Correspondence (85 pp.) was presented by Camp. IRVING 

TODD. It is even more concise than usual, and is confined almost absolutely 

to nC?tice of the more important matters with pertinent extracts. 

In his review of Illinois, he says: 

HAt the union in 1792, the only lodge reported as standing out was St. 
Andrews, holding a charter from the Grand Lodge of Scotland. The others 
appear to have been chartered either by Massachusetts Grand Lodge or St. 
John's Grand Lodge, which united at that time to form the Grand Lodge of 
Massachusetts, and received new charters from that body. If the brethren of 
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that jurisdiction did not see fit to invite the so-called African Lodge to join 
the movement it was a matter entirely of their own concern, and is so still. 

" Of what moment was the erasion of their English charters in 181 2 to the 
three Massachusetts lodges that had been working under other competent 
authority eighteen years and longer? 

"' If the future acts .of African lodge were not 1egalized by the charter from 
the Grand Lodge of England, then that lodge ceased to have a lawful exist
ence when erased from the roll in 1812, and so remains now, henceforth, and 
forever.'' 

Referring to a matter that was discussed in Maine, he says: 

"\Vith us very few Roman Catholics are to be found in the lodges. The 
membership is unde.rstood to be prohibited by the church, and certainly i., not 
encouraged by the fraternity for reasons which are so well understood that it 
is not necessary to enlarge upon the subject." 

As usual, the proceedings of the Masonic Veteran Association are published 

with these. They are preceded by an excellent portrait of Rev. MAJIJ,ON N. 

GILBERT Bishop-Coadjutor of Minnesota, and also a portrait of Past Grand 

Master GILES VV. MERRILL, who has been Secretary of the Association from 

its origin. 

Our Minnesota brethren get a good deal of very valuable matter into these 

Proceedings. They are also published separately; we have been favored with 

a copy annually, and we preserve them among our most interesting historical 

documents. 

MISSISSIPPI, 1900. 

The issuing of these Proceedings was delayed last year by causes beyond 
the control of the Grand Secretary, and we did not receive them in time for 

our last yeal'ls report. \Ve are hoping, however, to receive those for I90I in 

season for this report. 

Y./e have a portrait of Bro. H. H. FoLK, Deputy and acting Grand Master 

for the year ending in 1900. 

".f.l e note that the Grand Lodge was called to order, and a list of the Grand 

Officers, Past Grand Officers, District Deputy Grand Masters, Grand Repre

sentatives, and committees, etc., are given, with the statement that the Repre

sentatives of more than two hundred lodges were present, and the Grand Sec

retary having announced that more than a quorum was present, the Grand 

Lodge was opened in ample form. 

The acting Grand Master states that the year had been one of general pros

perity in that State, and that there had been a material gain in the develop

ment of the resources of the State. 

He states that the Grand Master, WlLLIAM STARLING, was obliged to leave 

the jurisdiction August 3d, and as he was obliged to be absent the rest of the 

year, he decided to tum over the authority to Bro. FoLK, who gives a concise 

account of decisions and official action. 
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He had been obliged to declare one charter forfeited, but considering the 

age of the members, all of ti'Jhom were over fifty years of age, he 1ecomm~nded 

that the back dues be remitted. 

The corner-stone of the Mattie Hearsey Hospital at Meridian, was iaid by 
the Grand Lodge, and other public masonic ceremonies· were performed. 

He refers to the \Vashington Centennial services, and was exceedingly sorry 

that he could not be present, but he appointed to act for him Rro. S. J. QniN"K, 

Representative from his Grand J_,odge near the Grand Lodge of Virginia. 

He refers to the action of the Grand Lodge of VVT :ishington declaring that 

the action in June, 1899, was not entirely clear as to its meaning, but showing 

that there was no real abandonment of its fonner position, and the announce

ment of a new and Stranger doctrine whtch is really a greater menace to the 

masonic institution than its action ·was. Of this he says: 

"In this 'declaration' it is asserted that each lodge possesses the plenary 
right to determine for themselves-but for no one else-subject to review by 
nobody but herself, the .rtatus of all persons, claiming to be masons, who 
knock at their doors, either for the purpose of visiting or as applicants for 
affiliation. That is to say, that a subordinate lodge in Washington can set 
aside for its own purposes the judgment of a lodge in expeHing or suspending 
a mason, or of a Grand Lodge in adjudicating an individual, or lodge of in
dividuals, clandestine. The mere statement of so wild and extravagant a 
proposition is enough to secure its condemnati( n. Practically a lodge in 
\\r a...,hington has the 'plenary right' to set aside the action of the Grand 
Lodge of Ohio in expelling the members of the so-called ' Cerneau' lodges in 
that State, and the action of every other lodge on earth, in pronouncing any 
organization whatever, clandestine or any mason expelled, by absolving the 
lodge niembers from their obligation not to recognize or hold masonic. inter
course ·with any but regular masons." 

As this was a mere declaration of belief unaccompanied by any action, we 

do not think, as \\"e have already often stated, that it is sufficient tO justify the 

making of an edict of non-intercourse or the continuing of one already made. 

In such case the offence consists in acts and not in words. 

In his conclusion he says: 

"I am indebted to l\1. \V. Bro. Speed and R. \V. Bro. Power for special 
kindnesses shown me, as well as help extended in the duties assigned me. Of 
Bro. Speed's severe attack last spring you have all heard, and although quite 
feeble, we thank God he has been permitted the great satisfaction· of again 
being \\·ith us in his accustomed place. The love we all bear him and Bro. 
Power is sacred, and I know you will all rejoice with me for the privilege of 
once more clasping them by the hand. It is also a great pleasure and joy to 
notice the presence of M. VY. Bro. Savery, whose illness prevented him from 
being with us at our last Grand Anmlal Communication." 

The craft everywhere, and especially the craft in Maine, will join ·with him 

~ost heartily in this expression of affection for the brethren named, and joy 

at their recovery from illness. 

Bro. PO\VER submits his usual complete report as Grand Secretary. 

He reports that quite a number of lodges conferred twenty degrees or more 

during the year, and that there was a net gain in the total membership. 
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He report~ that application had been made for a lodge in Cuba, but he 

thinks that a charter could not be granted ,.,-it bout trespassing upon the Grand 

Lodge of Cuba. Nevertheless, he thinks it expedient for the Grand I.odge 

to give some expression upon the subject. 

He -reports in relation to the Orphan Asylum, which during the year had 

done splendid work) and he hopes that the Grand Lodge will continue its 

assistance until a Masonic Home shall be established. 

The Treasurer of the Masonic Home Fund reports that they have on hand 

a little over $2,400. 

From the report of the Committee on the State of the Craft, v;-e find that a 

set of queries had been prepared by a committee and sent out to the lodges, 

but only one-sixth responded to the queries, yet the committee believe that 

there has been an increase in membership and interest, and in the desire for 

proper instruction. 

Two ,,mmen ";ho had been very active in relation to the Asylum at J\atchez, 

had. died during the year, and.a tribute to their memory was adopted by the 

Grand Lodge. 

The Committee on I .aw ::o.ubmltted a report of much interest, although 

briefer than usual. 

In ansv:er to the inquiry \Vhether a member of the lodge who should dis

claim his belief in the existence of the Supreme Being should be disciplined or 

given a dimit, the committee say: 

"A majority of the committee are of the opinion that it would be to the best 
interests of the craft to let him go in peace by advising him to dimit, but Bro. 
Thomas thinks that he ought to be disciplined. -v.l e are agreed, however, that 
he must be gotten rid of. For reasons which we do not deem it expedient to 
discuss in a paper which must eventually be made public, we will lay the mat
ter privately before the Grand Lodge for its consideration." 

The Grand Lodge adopted the views of the minority, holding, as we under

stand it, that the party should be disciplined. This is the view that is taken 

generally of this matter: but if the party should make that disclaimer and say 

that for ihat reason he could not conscientiously remain a member of the fra

ternity, we think he should be allowed to go; although we have given this 

phase of the question but little thought and are not sure that, upon mature 

consideration, -we should be of the same opinion. 

Under the law in that jurisdiction, the proficiency of a candidate is to be 

determined by the lodge. A brother was brought in for examination, and 

·when it was concluded, without waiting for the decision of the lodge, the 

Master declared the examination not satisfactory and refused to permit the 

ca1ling off to another day for further examination, which was desired by the 

brethren on the ground that the brother was excited and really did not do 

himself justice. But the Master refused to entertain any such proposition 
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and ruled the question in relation to it out of order. The majority of the 

committee say : 

"It seems to be admitted that the examination as to the proficiency was not 
satisfactory. This was a question to be determined by the lodge by a major
ity vote, and not by the Master. In the absence of the VVorshipful Master · 
the Senior Warden succeeded to all his duties and powers, and the decision of 
the Master on all questions coming before the lodge, is final and conclusive, 
and there is no appeal from it except to the Grand Lodge or the Grand 
·Master. Section 18 Rules and Regulations. 'Ve think the question whetl~er 
the lodge should be called off or closed, was in the discretion of the Master, 
and that his action is sustained by the law." 

Bro. SPEED dissented, saying: 

"I agree with the majority that the question of proficiency is to be determ
ined by a majority vote of the lodge, but I do not think that the Master has 
no voice in its determination, for in the exercise of his traditional functions he 
may decline to confer a degree upon any candidate notwithstanding the vote 
of the lodge, and from his decision there is no appeal It requires a concur
rence of both the lodge and the Master, before any degree can be conferred. 
While a lodge may be called off from day to day, to transact unfinished busi
ness, there is nothing in Sec. 16, by-laws, upon which tO found the idea that 
conferring a degree is unfinished business. 
"Th~ general current of our decisions is that the lodge should be closed 

when the work of the communication is completed and the minutes read and 
approved, and the exception is that while it is permissible to do so, it is prefer
able to dose, 6o-1889. In the instance under consideration, there was 

· nothing left to be done, all the business had been tran~acted. The candidate 
had failed to pass his examination, and that was an end to the matter for the 
time being; if afterwards he should perfect his knowledge, it would be time 
enough to consider the question of calling an Emergent Communication. I 
agree with the majority that the decision of the Master is final and conclusive, 
but I do not think that the lodge is precluded from deciding by its vote 
whether or not the business has reached such a stage that it cannot be finished 
at that time, so as to render caning off until another day unnecessary. Of 
course, the Master could overrule his lodge, regardless of its wishes, but un
les$ there should be some potent reason why he should do so, it wou}d be an 
Unv.rise and arbitrary use of his powers." 

The Grand Lodge sustained his position, 

We certainly agree with the majority, and we see but little difference 

between its answer and the answer of Bro. SPEED, except that the statement 

that his refusing to act in accordance with the wishes of the majority of the 

lodge would be an unwise and arbitrary use of his power. \V e think that it is 

a matter in his own discretion in a case of that kind, precisely as it is in any 

other case, and he is answerable for the abuse of the power only to the Grand 

Lodge. 

The following question and answer are given : 

/ 

"QuESTION 19. Is it compatible with the duty which a mason owes to the 
lodge and to the craft to vote for a person who is a ·candidate for a public 
office who has been expelled for a gross Masonic offence, and does he subject 
himself to lodge discipline by so doing? 

''ANSWER. The lodge discharged its duty when it expelled the offender, ~ 
;;tnd it cannot interfere with political nghts, privileges or opinions. No Ma-
sonic offence was committed in voting for the expelled person.'' 
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It is sometimes exceedingly difficult to separate a man's duty as a citizen 

from his duty as a mason, and if in the case referred to, the party would have 

voted for the candidate, had it not been for the masonic proceed-ings, he ought 

not to allow those proceedings to affect his action, and the question as to his 

rights and duties as a citizen should not be controlled or affected by his rights 

and duties as a mason. The public can never complain of us as long as this 

role is obs-erved, hut if it is violated, they have the right to complain and to 

complain justly, and great care should be taken in this respect by the brethren 

always. 

The Grand l .. odge met in the city in which Past Grand Master PATTON is 

buried, and as a token of respect to his memory, the Grand Lodge made a 

~pecial pilgrimage to the grave, and the matter was so fully appreciated in the 

city that the city cars were courteously tendered for the occasion. 

The committee to which the \Vashington matter was referred, endorses all 

that the acting Grand Master said in relation to it, and concluded that the ac

tion was not taken too soon nor was the action too emphatic. But we regret 

that the committee did not consider the question \vhether the cause of an 

offence of so grave a character as to justify the severing of masonic relations, 

does not lie solely in acts and should never be based upon mere declarations. 

The following action ·was taken in relation to the acting Grand Master: 

"Past Grand Master Frank Burkitt, for himself and nine other Past Grand 
Masters and thirty Past Masters and Representatives, offered the following, 
which was unanimously adopted by a rising vote: 

"Resoh•ed, That the thanks of the Grand Lodge be tendered Bro. H. H. 
}'olk, Acting Grand Master for the very zealous and able manner in which he 
has discharged the responsible duties of the office of Grand Master in the 
absence of his chief, and for the dignified and impartial conduct while presid
ing over the deliberations of this Grand Communication. 

"Resolved 2d, That in view of the fact that Bro. Folk has attained eminence 
as a masonic leader and counsellor among the craft in the three several Grand 
Jurisdictions in which he has resided-occupying the almost identical position 
in one that he has hUed in this Grand Jurisdiction the past year, and v.ith 
equal profit and satisfaction to the craft, the undersigned as a token of our 
appreciation of his masonic character and services fraternally suggest that he 
be made an Honorary Past Grand Master in this Grand Jurisdiction. 

Bro. Folk ·requested Past Grand Master James T. Harrison to express his 
gratitude for the great honor thus conferred on him, which Bro. Harrison 
proceeded to do in his usual happy style." 

In 1885 two lodges Vi'ere consolidated, but in 1899 certain brethren named, 

formerly members of one of the lodges, were authorized to resume labor 

under the charter of one of the lodges consolidated v.ith the other. The ac

tion in 1899 was accidently omitted in the printed record and a preamble and 

resolution was adopted reciting the action of the Grand Lodge and directing 

,the previous preamble and resolution to be entered upon the record. \Ve 

have never known of a case like this heretofore, but undoubtedly it was within 

the power of the Grand Lodge. 
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\\l e find the following to which we· commend attention in connection with 

the matter of which we have already spoken: 

•• Past Grand Master Irvin .Miller, after making some earnest remarks perti
nent to the subject matter of the following resolution, offered the same, and it 
v.:as adopted: 

H \VHKREAS, In the heat of excitement attending upon political campaigns 
in this Grand Jurisdiction, some brethren seem to forget their masonic obliga
tions and speak evil of a brother Master Mason, which is calculated to bring 
reproach upon the teachings of our noble Order; therefore be it 

"Resoh.Jed, That we deplore this fact, and we kindly urge our brethren 
throughout this Grand Jurisdiction to see to it that this habit is corrected." 

Under the head of •• supplemental," we find a very tine address of welcome 
of the Grand Lodge to the city, and a response in behalf of the Grand Lodge. 

The reports of the District Deputies are very brief, and they are evidently 

not what they would have been if adeqnate provision had been made for the 

payment of their expenses. 

One of the Deputies says: 

''Not being able to visit the lodges for 'glory,' as I have done in the past~ 1 
visited only six lodges the past year. I received a call from two more lodges, 
bnt, as they are several miles from the railroad, I would have had to be away 
from home three days in order to be with them only one day (which was all 
they wanted), hence I cancelled that call. The other lodges in my district did 
not desire any lecturing; some of them wrote me that they could get 'light' 
at less cost than what f "\VouJd charge them." 

And another: 

(<:My information is that harmony prevails in each of three lodges I failed 
to visit, but that they are not doing much; therefore their financial condition 
v,:ollld not admit of having my services." 

\Ve are not criticising, but would only express the hope that this Gmnd 

Lodge will soon find itself in such condition financially that it W"i1l be able to 

sec:ure the visitation of all the lodges by providing for the payment of visita~ 

tion without throwing it upon the lodges themselves. \\o~hile of course the 

visitation of a lodge is for the special benefit of that particular lodge, still 

really the object of visitation is for the benefit of the whole craft. 

The Report on Correspondence (I I2 pp.) was presented by Bro. ANDRE\\' 

H. BARK ELY. It will be read by all with much interest and appreciation. It 

is briefer than usual, and we greatly miss his comments, for, whether we agree 

with him or differ from him, as we do in some matters, his comments are 

always food for thought. 

MISSOUR_I, I 900. 

These Proceedings are adorned with a portrait of the retiring Grand :Master, 

CoRoNA H. BRH;Gs, 'idth a brief but interesting biographical sketch of him; 

\Ve had the pleasure of meeting him in \Vashington at the Centennial Exer

cises, and formed a very high opinion of him. 
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In his address he announced the deaths of Past Grand Masters LEE H. 

II ALL and HARRY KEENE, tvith other officers of the Grand Lodge, to whose 

memory tributes were paid by a committee. 

1: nder a provision of the Constitution of his Grand Lodge, he decided that 

he could not give lodges permission to appear in public on Sundays, either for 

the purpose of attending divine worship, or to lay the comer-stone of a church, 

and the Grand Lodge sustained the decision. 

As a lodge cannot properly lay the corner-stone of a church on any day, 

" and ought not to be permitted to take part in such a ceremony unless the work 

is done by the Grand Lodge, we have no fault to find with that part of the 

decision; but we do not think that the language of the Constitution of that 

Grand Lodge excludes attending divine worship on Sundays. 

One interesting case arose in v;~ich the Grand Lodge overruled one of his 

decisions, but we are constrained to hold that the Grand Master was right. 

A brother was expelled by his lodge, and appealed to the Grand Lodge, and 

the Grand Lodge ordered that the judgment of expulsion be set aside, and 

that the defendant be suspended from all the rights, privileges and benefits of 

Masonry for a period of three years; and the question was, what his standing 

was at the expiration of that period. The Grand Master's answer was as fol

lows: 

"He is restored to all the rights and privileges of Masonry. 
the full penalty inflicted by the Grand Lodge he regains his 
member of Bethany Lodge, No. 97·" 

Having borne 
standing as a 

In the report of the committee the following is quoted as the provision of 

the Constitution upon the subject: 

"If the accused has been expelled or suspended by the lodge, and its judg
ment is reversed, and the cause dismissed by the Grand Lodge, he will be 
restored to whatever lodge standing and membership he held when the charge 
was preferred against him ; if the judgment be reversed, and the cause re
manded for a new trial, and such new trial result in his acquittal he is thereby 
restored to his fanner lodge membership and standing." 

And the committee adds : 

''It will be seen that the facts in the case at bar are not covered by this 
section. Judgment in the case of Mr. Ellis was not reversed, and the cause 
dismissed, neither was it reversed and remanded for a new trial. The action 
of the lodge was affirmed as to everything except the punishment. 

In 18so the Grand Lodge adopted the following: 
"'That while all Grand Lodges have the right to reverse the decisions of 

their subordinates, suspending or expelling masons from all the privileges of 
:.\fasonry1 they cannot restore them to membership in a subordinate Lodge 
without its Lonsent.' 

In 1872 Grand Master Garrett, in discussing the same question, held as 
fo11mvs, which was approved by the Grand Lodge: 

"' '\i\1hen an expelled member appeals to the Grand Lodge for a mitigation 
of sentence on the ground of * * too great severity of sentence * * 
the Grand Lodge may restore him to good masonic standing and a certificate 
to that effect is issued to him by the Grand Secretary, upon which he may 

APP. 27 G. L. 



406 Correspondence-Missouri. 

apply to his old Lodge, or to any other lodge, for membership, as in the case 
of non-affiliates.' 

"This rule has been followed ever since. It has been repeatedly held that 
the Grand Lodge should not compel a subordinate lodge to accept as a man· 
ber one who is objectionable to the lodge. There would be no question about 
the fact that if the Grand Lodge in Mr. Ellis' case had affirmed t},le judgment 
of the subordinate lodge in its entirety, and he had afterwards p'etitioned the 
Grand Lodge for restoration. and his petition had been granted, it would simply 
have restored him to good masonic standing, but not to membership in the 
lodge. If that could not be done, how can the Grand Lodge, by simply re
ducing his punishment from expulsion to suspension, compel a lodge which 
had expelled him to receive him back to its membership V\rithout reversing the 
judgment and dismissing the case, or reversing it and remanding it for a new 
trial, as provided in Section 27 5? If the Grand Lodge had reversed and dis
missed it would have been equivalent to holding that there was no case against 
him, and the proceedings would have been void ab initio. If the judgment 
had been reversed and remanded for a new trial, and such new trial bad re
sulted in acquittal, he would thereby have been restored to membership by 
the action of the lodge. The effect of the decision under consideration, if ap-
proved, forces him back upon the lodge without its consent, and there is no 
law for that. The Grand Lodge is interested in the harmony of its subordi-
nates, and has never intended to enact a law that will force upon the lodge 
elements of discord and disintegration. If Section 274 authorizes this1 the 
decision of Past Grand Master A Ben last year, and its approval_ by the Grand 
1.-odge, abrogates it, and it should not be revived by approving the decision 
under consideration. 

"With all due respect to the Grand Master we must disapprove this ded· 
sion 1 and hold that Mr. El1is was simply restored to good masonic standing, 
with the right to petition any lodge in this Grand Jurisdiction for membership, 
and become a member of any lodge that may receive him, but not of any 
lodge that will not." 

The ground of our dissent froin the conclusion of the committee is that the 

Grand Lodge did set aside the expulsion, and the effect of this is precisely as 
if there never had had been any expulsion. It was in fact, a reversal, to a 

qualified extent, of the decision of the lodge, and after the action of the Grand 

Lodge there was really no judgment for anything more than suspension for 

three years, and the effect of the action of the Grand Lodge is precisely the 

same as if the lodge had suspended him for three years, and that had been 

approved by the Grand Lodge. 

If a brother has been expelled or suspended legally and judgment has been 

duly entered and the Grand Lodge pardons him by restoring him to the rights 

and benefits of ;viasonry, we agree that it cannot restore him to membership 

1 

in the lodge; but this is not that case. There was no element of pardon in t 
the action of the Grand Lodge. It merely decided that the punishment pro-

posed by the lodge was too severel and set it aside and substituted the pun-

ishment which the lodge ought to have inflicted. There are many hundreds 

of cases in which the Grand l .. odge has partia11y reversed the proceedings of J 
the lodge and substituted a punishment therefor, and it has been always held, 

so far as we have seen, that the final judgment of the Grand Lodge is the only 

reaJ judgment in the case. 
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Grand Master BRIGGS reports a case of the desecration of a hal1, in which 

·it was alleged that an organization to which the hall was sublet used it for 

unmasonic purposes, among them the serving of liquors as a beverage. It 

created considerable excitement, but the allegation did not appear to have 

been really proved. The matter went to a committee, and the committee re

ported that hereafter there would be no complaint. In spite of the :finding, 

one cannot help thinking, as he reads it, tliat the result was a good deal like 

the story of the verdict of a jury, that the accused was not guilty, but that he 

must not do so any more. 

The Grand Master had visited the Grand Lodge of Kansas, and been re

ceived, as a matter of course, in a most cordial and fraternal manner. 

He also attended the Washington Memoria) Services, and speaks of that in 

high terms, concluding as follows : 

"Cont::eming the appropriateness of such a service one hundred years after 
the death of \Vashington, there seemed to be only one opinion. Probab1y 
nothing in·the history.of our land has done more to place Freemasonry in its 
proper light before the American people as an institution which had so much 
to do with our beginning aS a nation, and which is so closely interv.roven with 
all that is best in A rnerican citizenship. The devotion of such a man as George 
'N ashington to Freemasonry for a period of seven and forty years, is as good 
an ans-;Ner as need be made to all cavilings that can be urged against our 
Order, and the ¥lashington Memorial Service of last December, heralded so 
widely and reported so fully by the press, is worth vastly more to our fraternity 
than all it cost in m.oney, time and labor. Of the thousands of masons who 
participated ln those ceremonies, there was not one whose devotions to the 
principles of our institution was not quickened and whose spirit did not exult 
within him as he said, • I, too, am a Free Mason.' 10 

We quote all he says in relation to the Masonic Home: 

"1 have visited the Home several times during the year, and have been 
pleased to note the manifest tokens of content and happiness on every hand. 
The children are well cared for in e\"ery way, and the Superintendent and 
Matron have not spared themselves in ministering- to the Comfort and weB~ 
being of the old people. It is, indeed) a Home to all who have found a shelter 
there. VVith such a Board of Directors to oversee its affairs, always ready to 
co-operate with the Superintendent and Matron in all that tends to promote 
its interests, the masonic fraternity throughout the State may rest assured that 
all will be done that can be done to make this noble charity all that the Grand 
LDdge can desire. 

"The accommodations for the old people are not what they should be, and 
are too limited to meet the urgent calls which are being made. For these 
reasons the Board of Directors some months ago determined to build a much~ 
needed addition to the Home, and, with my approval, called upon the lor;lges 
for subscriptions to aid this necessary work. 

" I recommend that this Grand Lodge appropriate for this purpose all that 
can safely be spared from the funds in the treasury. By action taken some 
years ago, the Grand Master, Grand Senior Warden and Grand Junior \Varden 
were made ex-officio members of the Board of Directors. They are in a sense 
a Visiting Committee of the Grand Lodge. I know of no good reason why 
the Deputy Grand Master should not be of the number, and recommend that 
he also be made an ex-tijjicio member of the Board of Directors.:' 
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There is no doubt at all that in a jurisdiction large enough to have such a 

large num~er of persons needing this aid as will make their support in this 

manner economical from a business standpoint, these institutions do an im

mense amount of good. 

The Grand Secretary is obliged to report that some lodges were behind in 

the 1ast moments in their returns, and in his review of ~aine, he esteems our 

Grand Secretary very happy because he was able to report that all the lodges 

had made returns and paid dues on time, as required by lav,•. 

He reports the organization of seven lodges u. D., and that two lodges had 

consolidated with other lodges, "much to the benefit of Masonry in their local

ities." 

The amount of routine business done by him was immense. Among other 

items, the issuing of four charters to replace originals destroyed by fire, and 

the arrest of two charters for failure to make returns and pay dues. The per~ 

mission of the Grand Master to twelve lodges to move into the new Masonic 

Temple in St. Louis was given. 

By the law in this Grand Lodge one-half of the dues go to the Masonic Home. 

The amount thus paid for 18gg·was $15,372, and the amount for the current 

year, with the amount outstanding that would be collected, will be in all 

$I6,ooo. 
The Grand Lecturer, ALLAN McDowEJ.L, presented his thirty-first report. 

Eight State lodges of instruction had been held, of which he says: 

"The influence for good of such meetings is incalculable. They bring the 
Grand Officers in closer touch with the craft, and also inspire the craft ·with 
the feeling that the Grand Lodge is not an arbitrary, tyrannical ruler, but a 
loving mother, whose chief aim is to guide them into paths of peace and love, 
to help the weak and struggling, to nurture the failing and despondent, and in 
general to 'build up the waste places in Zion.' These meetings were so dis
tributed about the State that they were accessible to a very large majority of 
the lodges, and attendance in nearly every instance was all that could be ex
pected." 

~n addition, he had held district lodges of instruction in nearly all the dis

tricts, having an average attendance of about seven lodges. 

He gives a brief abstract of the reports of the District Lecturers, from which 

it appears as a whole they are doing the work pTetty well, but in some districts 

there is a complaint that the officers are rusty. 

Ap attempt was made to pay the District Lecturers a per diem as '"'-ell as 

their expenses, but it was voted do¥.--n by the Grand Lodge. VV e cannot see 

why this Grand Lodge has both District Lecturers and District Deputy Grand 

Masters. 

A proposed amendment to the Constitution was submitted, which lies over~ 

in relation to the manner of amending the Constitution. It consists of three 

divisions. The :first is quite new and worth consideration: 
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"Any additional section, not conflicting with the provisions of the Consti
tution, which may be desired, shall be proposed in writing, and on being read 
three severa1 days, if concurred in by a two-thirds vote of those entitled to 
vote, as prescribed in Section 3, shaH become a part of this Constitution." 

The third proposition is a provision for revising the Constitution by a com

mittee, and the purpose of it is to allo')\' action upon the report of the com

mittee at the session at which it is made, thereby obviating what has been 

done in Maine and in some of the other Grand Lodges-the submission of an 

amendment when the committee is appointed, repealing for the time being, 

the provision of the Constitution in relation to amendments. This provision 

\ve regard as rather a wise one although in a matter so important as the revi

sion of the Constitution of the Grand Lodge, it might be better, as is done in 

some jurisdictions~ to publish the Constitution one year before final action on 

it. 

The Committee on History report progress. They also report that the 

work wouJd be a vo1ume of at least three hundred pages instead of two hun

dred as it was estimated, and the committee ask an increase to $I,50o to meet 

the increased cost of publication. 

The Grand Orator .delivered a very fine address, but it wants to be read as 

a whole. 

The evening sessions were devoted to the exemplification of the work, and 

all three degrees were exemplified. 

The following was adopted as to funerals : 

"A lodge, as such, may attend the funeral of a deceased brother and accom
pany the remains being conveyed to the place of interment, whether the lodge, 
or any other masonic body perform the masonic funeral rites at the grave. 
But nothing herein contained shall be construed to prevent the appointment 
of non-masonic pal1-bearers by the family of the deceased, or prevent any 
church or moral and benevolc;;:nt society from uniting in the funeral procession, 
or from rendering its ceremonies at the grave1 or prevent any civic or public 
demonstration of 1espect for the deceased brother." 

The following amendment to the by-laws was adopted, and it is worthy of 

careful consideration in a11 jurisdictions: 

u In any city or town where t\vo or more lodges are situated, it shaH be the 
duty of the Secretary o~ each lodge to notify every other lodge in said city or 
town of all petitions for initiation or membership, and also of all rejections, 
suspensions and expulsions, which shall be posted on a bulletin board in the 
ante-room of each lodge at its stated meetings, and then placed on file." 

Bro. WILLIAM F. KuHN presented a very beautifully written report on the 

honored dead of that and sister jurisdictions. 

The Committee on Appeals and Grievances had quite a number of matters 

before them, and some of the rulings are of interest, but they are nearly all 

based upon local law. 

A Ma~ter of a lodge appointed a brother to assist the Senior Warden in the 

prosecution of a case, and the Grand Lodge decided that such -a thing was 
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proper in many cases, and is left to the discretion of the Master; but the com

mittee were of the opinion that the Secretary of the lodge should not be so 

appointed, but in this case, as no objection was made at the time, it was not 

considered sufficient ground for a new trial. 

In one case in which a brother was expelled on one specification, although 

on the first vote there was a tie and a second vote taken, the Grand Lodge 

determined that the second vote was illegal and reversed the action of the 

lodge on this specification. But there were two other specifications upon 

which the lodge acquitted the accused, but the Grand Lodge reversed the 

judgment of the lodge on these two specifications and expelled the party. 

The accused claimed the right to make the closing argument, and the Ma'iter 
so ruled, but this was reversed by the Grand Lodge, the committee saying: 

"In all parliamenta_ry proceedings) the propose~ of a measure has the privi
lege and right to close the argument. It is a well recognized rule of law in 
the courts of this country that the prosecutor, plaintiff, or he on whom the 
burden of proof rests shall, and does hav~ the right, to the dosing argument 
in the case. This rule also applies to masonic trials." 

The parliamentary usage referred to by the committee is by no means uni

form; in fact it does not exist in this section of the country except by .courtesy, 

and in some states in the country the accused has the closing argument to 

the jury. But the almost overwhelming usage is that the prosecution has the 

closing argument, and in this section of the country that is followed in masonic 

trials, and has been so long that it may be considered an established usage. 

Charters were granted to the seven Jodges F. n., although the committee 

note some errors in their proceedings. 

The Grand Lodge appropriated $1o,ooo towards erecting a building to be 

known as the" Old Folks Building," at the Masonic Home. 

We have a cut of the monument erected to Past Grand Master MITCHELl .. 

The masons of Missouri deserve the thanks of the craft for their action in this 

respect. The Grand Chapter took the lead and contributed the most of the 

funds for this purpose, but the Grand Lodge aided materially. 

The Report on Correspondence {163 pp.) was presented, as heretofore, by 

Bro. JOHN D. VlNCIL. lt is a splendidly prepared report, being written from 

beginning to end, without a single extract. If we were to criticise it at alll it 

would be that our good brother makes too long paragraphs. 

In his review of Arizona, he says: 

"Speaking of the action of the Grand Lodge of "\Vashington repealing its 
obnoxious course on the Negro question, Grand Master Jones quoted from a 
letter written by the restless and unhappy Upton of Washington. He said: 
'Grand Master Upton writes me as follows: "At the last communication, 
the Grand Lodge of Washington made no change in its position, but greatly 
modified t'is languag£, in the hope that no excuse may longer exist for misun
derstanding us, or meddling u_,ith our affairs.)'' I am very glad that M. Y..,'. 
Bro. Jones published this extract from the letter of the aforesaid "\Vashington 
official. It .discloses the true aniinus of 'The Grand Lodge of Y..,

7 ashington,' 

) 
' 
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which 'made no change in its position,' provided the aforesaid correctly rep·
resented his Grand Lodge. This I am not prepared to credit. If that Grand 
Lodge 'made no change in its position,' then its declarations were misleading 
and deceptive. If such modifications \\'ere made on1y to escape being misun
derstood, and to prevent others hom 'meddling' with their 'affairs,' then in
sincerity, if nothing more grave, may be charged against the author of the_ 
statement contained in the above quotation found in the address of Grand 
:Master Jones. Perhaps the VVashington party did not expect his statement to 
see the light. He should have said to Brother Jones, 'Burn this letter.'" 

Vl e agree with him in not crediting the statement in the lettcir referred to, 

that the Grand Lodge of V.l ashington made no change in its position. This 

letter has done a great deal of harm, for it has been made the basis of refusal 

by some Grand Lodges to rescind edicts suspending non-intercourse. 

H~ devotes some space to the discussion of the recent action of his Grand 

Lodge in relation to physical qualifications, stating that he does not agree with 

this action. 

Referring to the action of Alabama in relation to the liquor traffic, he says: 

"' It foUonTs, in this case at least, that :Freemasonry has no moral regulation 
by ,vhich to control the actions of the fratemity. According to the laws of 
the State, it is lawful for men to sell 'spirituous, vinous or ma1t liquors.' 
Therefore, it is lawful for masons to do the same, and profanes engaged in 
such traffic are fit subjects for membership in a • beautiful system of Morals,' 
a cardinal virtue of which is declared to be Temperance. It is not necessary 
to bring arguments to bear upon such travesty. The inconsistency of those 
who hold such views is sufficient condemnation of their perversion of legiti
mate :Freemasonry. If Masonry means no more than the above view of it, 
then our teaching is simple mockery." 

Referring to the complaint of the Grand Master of Colorado, that brethren 

smoke in the lodge, he says: 

"I have yet to meet ·with the Master of a lodge who interposed his authority 
on this line. But I have seen as good members of lodges as can be found in 
the fraternity forced to leave l~dge rooms on account of sickness caused by 
smoking during the session. I have seen men (not masons} smoking during 
the most solemn work in a lodge. I have h~ard the crack of matches during 
the obligation. I hav~ no objection to smoking at the proper time, if such 
exists, and in the proper place. But for decency's sake, never befoul a place 
'representing the Holy of Holies,1 with incense to any such god as tobacco. 
The Board of Managers of our new Masonic Temple in St. Louis passed a 
rule utterly prohibiting smoking in any rooms used for masonic purposes. 
You should see how easily the masons conform to ~aid regulation. VVe have 
rooms for recreation adjoining-, and there a!l can enjoy the delights of a good 
Havana." 

We do not think that such a practice has ever been attempted, at least tol

erated, in our jurisdiction. But at the same time there have been complaints 

that the brethren, who ought to be in the hall during the session of the lodge, 

congregate in the smoking room for the purpose of enjoying their cigars. 

It seems almost impossible for our good brother to take in the idea that the 

landmarks of Freemasonry are part of every Constitution, and that the pre

sumption is that such Constitution is adopted with this fact in Yiew. Speaking 

of this he says: 
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"But advocates of the • Constitution,' in more departments than one, are 
held to be old fogies or back numbers. Still I cling to the • Constitution,' 
whether in masonry or elsewhere, because it is a matter of conscience." 

No~not "old fogies'' or" back numbers" but innovators on the ground 

work of Masonry. 

He gives a very complete review of Maine for 1899, in which he sustains 
the views expressed by us in relation to the VVashington trouble. 

Referring to the decisions of the Grand Master in his review of Maine for 

1900, he says: 

H From a custom in the Grand Lodge, these decisions go over one year, and 
a report thereon wi11 be made at the next session. I wiSh Bro. Drummond 
would inform me as to the effect of such decisions pending their consideration 
by the Committee on Jurisprudence. If they become operative from and.after 
the time of their rendition by the Grand Master, would not a reversal by the 
committee one year later produce confusion? lf not operative after the Grand 
Lodge session at which they are presented, what is their use?" 

As should be the case in any jurisdiction, the decision of the Grand Master 

disposes of the case finally, and he reports the decision simply as a rule uJ 
action for tkefuture. If the Grand Lodge approves it, it is law for the future, 

if it disapproves it is not law, but the decision in no way at all interferes with 

the disposition of the particular case, made by the Grand Master. The same 

question might be raised as to the effect in those jurisdictions in which the 

decisions are passed upon at the next session of the Grand Lodge. Does the 

decision of the Grand Master remain, so to speak, in the air, until acted upon 

by the Grand Lodge? 

He says further: 

~·Bro. Drummond, in commenting on my report, said 'It is almost whol1y ~ 
written, and is a very full abstract of the Proceedings, with occasional brief 
comments, but the comments are so mixed with the abstract that it is some-
what difficult to distinguish one from the other.' I have examined my review 
in the. light of the foregoing criticism, and sought honestly to find its cause. 
My report v..-as free from extracts, and only occasional. quotations made, with 
the usual marks to designate them. A ·running history of the doings of sister 
Grand Lodges, incorporating ideas, so far as required, to represent the facts, 
ha'5 been my custom as a reviewer, since abandoning the use of scissors and 
paste. I prefer this method to any in vogue." 

We believe fully in his style of reports, provided the writer can have the 

time to make that kind. If we were not of that opinion, the report before us 

would convince us, and we are inclined to think the only difficulty lies in not 

breaking it up into paragraphs, as we have already suggested. The fact is, as 

we think, that a division into paragraphs, so that each different subject, where 

there is no comment upon it at any rate, should be given in separate para

graphs, makes both the reading and the comprehension of it easier. 

In his review of New York he says: 

~'I am glad to record the fact that New York stands firmly upon the proper 
ground that material rejected by any of its lodges may seek masonic privileges 
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in other jurisdictions after complying \'\1.th their laws as to residence. Missouri 
occupies the same ground." 

Now if Missouri will follow the exampl~ of New York, and give to a rejec

tion the fOrce given to it in the jurisdictiDn in which it was made, the matter 

will be correctly settled.. New York, however, limits the force of a rejection 

to one year, and we know of no jurisdiction which will receive a petition from 

a rejected candidate within less than one year from the date of the rejection, 

so that New York is in harmony V\>ith other Grand Lodges upon this subject. 

''Vole have marked a number of other matters for notice, but w-e must for

bear. 

His statement that t~is report is his twenty-third at -first startled us, but the 

fact only shows how rapidly the years pass. 

In his conclusion, he says: 

''In concluding my' Conclusion,' I· am glad to state that, in answer to the 
anxious cry, (Watchman what of the Night?' the response comes cheerily 
from every point, • The morning cometh.' From the point of view occupied, 
it is apparent to me that the agencies uplifting humanity are multiplying, and 
becoming more intense. The best forces are at work, but like the silent forces 
in nature, are not loud nor demonstrative. The 'Kingdom cometh not by ob~ 
servation.t Of my own Grand Jurisdiction1 every intimation received points 
to a year of advancement and healthful growth. This review is finished before 
returns from the lodges have come to hand in sufficient numbers to justify 
numerical statements. That our numbers will be largely increased is evidenced 
from reports received. Improvements have been made in the material equip~ 
ments of lodges, in the rituaHstic work, and the elevated moral tone of the fra· 
ternity. 1 Masonry is a progressive science,' and its 'progress' is to be com~ 
mended in proportion to its mora} advancement. 

"To the brethren of the' guiJd,' I tender my most sincerej fraternal greet· 
ings, and good-will.'' 

vv e believe all wm reciprocate his closing sentence. 

MONT ANA, I 900. 

V\r e have the portraits of Bro. ANTHONY H. BARRET, the retiring Grand 

Master, Bro. HENRY CHAPPLE, Deputy Grand Master, who died during the 

year, and Bro. LEANDER W. FRARY, Grand Master in r867, the second Grand 

Master of the Grand Lodge, with brief sketches of each of them. 

A speda1 communication was held to attend the funeral of Deputy Grand 

Master HENRY CHAPPl~E, under the authority of the Senior Grand \Varden, 

as the Grand Master was absent from the State on account of his health. The 

burial service was performed by the Grand Lodge, and in the account of the 

meeting we find the follo"\\1-ing: 

"At the earnest and unanimous request of the officers and members· of Ash
lar Lodge, No. 29, the brethren were requested to form around the grave of 
our late Brother Charles A. Dewar, an old and faithful member and long~time 
Secretary, who having died of malignant diphtheria, had, by order of the city 
authorities, been priva{ely buried. Here again the beautiful ritual was ren-
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dered in presence of the bereaved widow of our broJher, and to the great sat
isfaction and relief of his brethren, by whom, in life, he was warmly beloved." 

Bro. CHAPPLE had been ill for some time, but at the preceding session of 

the Grand Lodge all were co.nfident that he was on th-e road to health, and he 

went to Arizona vrith the hope that his health would improve there, but he 

died within about a month after the close of the Grand Lodge. 

M. \V. Bro. BARRET, the Grand Master, was absent on account of his health 

for quite a part of the year, and the Senior Grand \l'v-. arden acted as Grand 

Master in his place. The latter was also called away for a couple of weeks or 

more, and for the first time in the history of that Grand Lodge, and we think 

of any other within the last fifty years, the office of Grand Master devolved 

upon the Junior Grand v.~arden. 

The death of Bro. CHAPPLE was a great loss, as he was held in high esteem 

by the whole community. During his funeral, the business houses of the 

entire city were dosed, and the exercises, the Grand Secretary says, were at

tended by all the citizens, male, female, old and young, including a Catholic 

priest and the sisters of charity. 

At the annual communication, the Grand Officers were assembled, and the 

Grand Secretary reported that every lodge in the jurisdiction had made returns 

and paid dues for the masonic year, and more than a majo1ity were repre

sented. Thereupon, after the u:'3ual scrutiny, the Grand Lodge was opened in 

ample form. A Committee on Credentials was then appointed and a recess 

taken to await their report. When labor was resumed the committee re

ported, but was continued to complete its report. 

Grand Master BARRET paid an earnest tribute to Bros. CHAPPLE and 

DE\VAR, and announced the deaths of others, among them one, such as is 

found in almost every jurisdiction! \Vho was not a member of the Grand Lodge 

but a busy man and earnest worker all his life, and by his death the fraternity 

suffers a great loss. 

Of the state of the craft, the Grand Master says: 
11 During my official year I have visited a number of lodges in the jurisdic

tion, and find that generally Masonry is advancing steadily i that quiet, con
servative enthusiasm prevails, except in a few instances. 

" I believed that the rapid multiplication of lodges should be viewed with 
distrust. A Grand )faster does not like to refuse a dispensation for the for
mation of a new lodge, but the granting of it may be a detriment to the craft. 
Too Dften a lodge so instituted has but an epheme1al existence, and at last its 
only record is the scar left by its severance from the body of Masonry when 
it is forced to surrender its charter." 

This is emphasized by the fact that of the lodges which have been chartered 

in that State, five have already surrendered their charters, and the charter of 

one has been revoked. 

The Grand Master was obliged to visit the Hot Springs of Arkansas for his 

health~ but his visit there was not a1together vdthout •enjoyment, for he met 
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Past Grand Master JoH~ C. SMrTH, and Grand Secretary GIL \V. BARNARD, 

of Chicago. \Ve are not quite sure but that we would be willing to endure 

some pretty severe twinges of rheumatism for the companionship of those two 

brethren 1 

~ The Grand Senior \Varden, THEODORE BRADLEY, made report of his acts 

while Acting Grand Master. He made quite a number of decisions which 

were confirmed by the Grand Lodge, nearly all resting on the construction of 

their oV.rn statutes. 

~t- He held, however, that St. John's Day is not a day for either regular or 

special communications simply because it is St. John's day, and a meeting on 

that day must be either fixed by the by-laws or regularly called. 

In that jurisdiction if objection is made to advancement the candidate has 

the right to be heard before the committee appointed to inquire into the matter, 

and also he has the right to be heard by counsel b~fore the lodge of Master 

1'lasons when the report of the committee is considered, and it can be consid

ered only in a lodge of Master Masons. 

He ruled that a member suspended for non-payment of dues is entitled to 

have the amount paid refunded in case his petition for re-instatement is re

jected, but the Grand Lodge held otherwise, and we think such is the general 

practice. 

The Grand Secretary 'reports that the Grand Lodge charity fund had in

creased, and we find elsewhere that the Order of the Eastern Star had con

tributed over six hundred dollars during the year, making a total of the con-

tributions thus far, of over thirteen hundred dollars. 

He had been fortunate enough to fiH many gaps in the library after issuing 

his list of wants; _but he was sorry to be obliged to say that some of the Pro

ceedings received had been mutilated by the Committee on Correspondence, 

and he adds: 

"We never cut our exchanges in this way, and om; large accumulation of 
duplicates for this reason will possess a value that some time will be appre
ciated and will bring us good returns.)' 

His practice agrees \Vith ours We simply mark the extracts and send the 

book to the printer, and by him it is very carefully returned. 

Bro. HEDGES has heretofore believed that he stands at the head in that 

jurisdiction for" family membership," inasmuch as he and his three sons a~e 
f '- all masons and members of Montana lodges, but only two of them are mem

bers of the same lodge; but the returns show that Bro. SAMUEL L. BRYANT 

and his _four sons are members of a lodge in that jurisdiction, and in addition, 

two other sons are members of a lodge in Ohio\ 

The Grand Lodges of Costa Rica and Porto Rico were recognized. 

The Grand Lodge contributed one hundred dollars for the relief of the Gal

veston sufferers, and the Grand Chapter another hundred, and the amount 

was "forwarded by telegraph." 
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At the instaHation of the Grand .Master, the Signet Ring was presented and 

an address by the retiring Grand Master was read, very appropriate to the 

occasion. 

The decision in relation to the refunding of dues was as folJO\VS : 

"As to that part of Decision Five which says that the dues paid with a view 
of obtaining re-instatement should be refunded in case the petition is rejected, 
your committee would hold that there is no legal or moral obligation to refund 
said dues, the refunding thereof being in the discretion of the lodge." 

A change of the by-laws was made, raising the per capita tax to $2.oo, fifty 

cents of which is to be given to the Home Fund. 

A committee was also appohlted to propose a plan for the Home and re

ceive bids, etc., for a site, to report at the next annual session of the Grand 

Lodge. 

While the masonic spirit of our :Montana brethren is to be most highly com

mended, we trust that when they come to act upon business matters they will 

apply business principles, and Uot suffer their enthusiasm to lead them into 

extravagance. The fact is, that we do not believe that there is a ca11 for a 

Masonic Home in that, jurisdiction. We believe that the amount invested in 

a Home, with the cost of running it annually for the number of people who 

would avail themselves of it, w'ould make the expense of maintaining them 

very high. However, the brethren are better able to determine for themselves, 

but at the same time we trust that the business side of the subject will be 

carefully considered. 

The Report on Correspondence (r46 pp.) was presented by Bro. CoRKELies 

HEDGES. As heretofore it is wholly written, and if he makes any extracts 

they are very brief and cop~ed into his report. 

Upon most subjects we agree, but there is one very important one upon 

which we do not agree, and another one upon which we seem to disagree, but 

from what he writes in this report the disagreement is to a limited extent. 

In his review of Alabama, he is inclined to criticise the building of masonic 

temples, as he prefers the building of a Masonic Home. In our judgment, 

both of these rest upon business principles. A Grand Lodge must have a 

place to meet in, and a place for its offices and a place for its archives, and 

ordinarily, lodges in the place where it meets, can meet in the same building. 

But all this is a matter of strict business, or ought to be, although sometimes 

we find that it is not made so. Equally we owe a debt to the widow and 

orphan, but to expend thousands of dollars to provide a home for one widow 

and one orphan, however grand an achievement, would be utter folly, and 

really such a waste of money as to be an offence against Masonry; so that 

this really comes to a matter of business. \Ve have no ~asonic Home in 

Maine, but the matter has been carefully canvassed and examined, and the re

sult was that it would be a ·waste of money to maintain one for the compara-

tive few who would be benefited by it. " 
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Upon another question he says : 

''Alabama has one of those hyper-democratic Constitutions that cannot be 
amended without submission to the several lodges, with the usual result that 
a large portion of the lodges never make returns.• When the delinquents are 
summoned to answer for neglect, they are warned to do better next time. 
There is ample security against hasty legislation in requiring proposed amend
ments to be published and lay over one year. Montana does not require even 
this security, only a three-fourths vote." 

Vl e are glad to find that he expresses these views, for the practice, of \vhich 

he speaks, grows Out of a doctrine which he advocates. 

The following reminds us of things which were told us about lodge rooms 

here in Maine in the early days, save for the purpose mentioned in the last 

sentences: 

"It reminds us of our first lodge room in Helena, in 1865, where we first 
presided as Master. It was only a half-story over an auction store. ·r\J,l e 
could only stand up in the center and there was no ceiling but the 'shakes' 
that covered the roof, and no carpet but a deep layer of saw-dust. The furni
ture was home-made and rather rude. for lumber was worth 25 cents a foot in 
gold. Even in such a lodge room we have conferred as many as seven degrees 
in one night, filling the ro)e of Senior Deacon as well as \Vorshipful Master. 
And there was other work done there that established law and order in a few 
days over as motley and rough a community as a mining excitement ever 
brought together. They were raised to a dead perpendicular." 

We have a book ,, .. hich we have bad for many years which throws light 

upon the last sentences. We think very much of it, not only for its contents, 

but because it was given to us by a Past Grand Master of Montana who knew 

whereof he wrote. 

Jn his review of Maine, he says: 

'' Y.l e cannot forget that in our good brother's opinion we are ourselves 
something of a heretic on the Grand Master's prerogative claims. After cut
ting loose from the reputed origin of Masonry at the building of King Solo· 
man's 1emple some 2,ooo years before Christ, we can find no trace of a Grand 
Master till the early part of the Eighteenth Century. Nor does there seem 
any likelihood ·A finding any head corresponding to Grand Master during the 
time that Masonry was operative. The term of Grand Master was very loosely 
used in early years in this country, as Brother Drummond has shown in the 
case of Benjamin Frankli11 and Prince Hall. But the first of really historical 
claim was Anthony Sayer, about 1718. All beyond and before that time is a 
mass of tangled, conflicting myth and tradition. Masonry in a nebulous form 
can be traced back a long time before this, but it emerged only in the person 
of Anthony Sayer, elected in an assemblage of the four London lodges. ~For 
all practical purposes here was the birth of the office of Grand Master, and he 
was Grand Ma....,ter of Masons before there was any Grand Lodge other than a 
general assembly of the craft. Worshipful Masters and lodges certainly had 
a prior existence. Some ingeniously derive the powers of Grand Master from 
tho~e that inhered in the king according to the custom of the time, but it must 
be remembered that kingly prerogative was beheaded with Charles the First 
in 1649, more than three-score years before the election of Anthony Sayer as 
Grand Master, and London, where the four lodges were that elected him, was 
the chief seat of all the opposition to prerogative. The supposed ana1ogy 
wont hold V~oa.ter. If the office had originated on the continent instead of 
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London, England, the inference would possess more plausibility. Others, 
and we think with more plausibility, derive the powers of Grand Master from 
those of Worshipful 1iaster, giving him the authority over the whole craft 
that the W. M. has in his own lodge. Some recent writers, as for instance 
Grand Master Kelley o_f Pennsylvania, claim that 'Masonry is clearly the old-
est republic in the world.' Others with equal insistance and reason assert that 
the lodge is a case of pure and almost unlimited monarchy. Both are right 
and each is wrong, for it partakes of the nature of both, each principle holding 
the other in check and contributing the strength and advantages of each. It 
can hardly be attributed to immemorial usage when the historical Grand Mas
tership is of so recent and definite origin. Brother Drummond exhorts us to 
reform our history. We cannot understand how history is subject to reforma
tion except by substituting fact for fiction, and that is what we have been 
patiently trying to do by searching for facts to confirm theories. It is the 
universal testimony of history that p.ower lodged in the individual seeks to 
expand and exalt itself by usurpation, and that is what we mistrust in the 
origin of so-called prerogative powers." 

\Ve quote this at length for a brief comment. Our exhortations to him to 

reform" his history" is a very different thing from reforming "history," and 

the difference lies with the need of reforming his history to make it actual 

history. \\'hen ~1asonry was re-organized in 1717, they did not go to work and 

enact laws, as they would have done if they were starting out for the -first time. 

Instead of that they appointed a committee to collect the old charges and laws 

of Masonry which had come down through those "misty days" that our 

brother talks about, as the laws of the fraternity. Now what they said was 

history at that time is conclusive authority as to what that history was, and 

all attempts of would-be historians of these days to undertake to go back and 

determine what the real history was when the materials of it have entirely gone 

out of existence, are OOth erroneous and foolish. In that history thus estab-

lished at that time, were contained many laws of the craft, and however un-

certain from other sources the powers of the Grand Master may be found to 

be, that history makes it certain so far as the Masonry of the future was to be 

concerned. In the laws thus solemnly declared to be usage and laws from 

time immemorial, the rights of the Grand Master inherent in the office were 

clearly and fully recognized. And this is what we mean when we said that 

our brother ought to reform his history to conform to the actual history. 

The other matter upon which we had supposed we differed is the Wisconsin 

proposition, so called. Of this Bro, HEDGES says: 

"Pray what are lodges and Grand Lodges but associations of individual -.4 
brothers on whom the obligation rests all the time, when associated as >velJ as 
acting singly. As we look at the case the spirit of the obligation rests upon 
the lodge and the Grand Lodge just as much as upon the individual member . 
. Jleither one or the othtr is bound to contribute to the reliif beyond his or its 
reasonable ability, even to cases o/ deserving tteed." 

The lines we have put in italics sho>v that he dissents from one of the 

main doctrines of the ~risconsin proposition. That proposition really holds 

that a brother in need is entitled to full relief without regard ·to th-e abili(J' if 
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the craft upon 'Zohom he may call. It \\-'ill be seen that our brother dissents 

from this. Now we admit, and always have admitted, that it is the duty of 

lodges and Grand l_odges as well as individuals, to the extent of their ability, 

to di~pense masonic charity. But the Vlisconsin proposition )eaves out the 
word::;"' to the extent of their ability/' and therefore we differ from them. 

Our brother always has the courage of his convictions, and he carries the 

doctrine tO its logical result. "VIle have long seen what that result would be, 

b11t no one yet, until this report of his, has undertaken to carry it to that re

sult. Our brother says: 

"K o lodge in our estimation is deserving of a charter that does not provide 
for some relief fund fed by a portion of the fees and some percentage of the 
dues. It seems to be the opinion of many that \vhatever is bestowed in the 
way of relief from any general fund should be considered an outright gift 
without expectation of return. Otherwise 'i'l/e are told that it is not charity. 
On the contrary, ·we insist that it is the worthiest and most respectable son of 
charity. It is degrading to the manhood of a brother to treat him as a beggar 
and pauper. "V'l e bold, especially in the case of brothers, not so in the case 
of widows and orphans, tbat whatever he receives from a masonic source 
should be considered as a loan, to be repaid-if he is able. If he cannot repay 
in kind and direct to the source from whence it was received it should be un
derstood that it might be repaid by assistance in some way to others in need. 
Masonry must be no nursery for paupers, and in th:L" should be its world-wide 
difference from the ordinary kind of benefit societies, which are really nothing 
more than savings banks. A brother who receives masonic aid, and is ever 
after able to repay and fails to do so, degrades himself and Masonry. Any 
lodge that is able and refuses to re-imburse another lodge for assistance ren· 
dered its o~n members is a disgrace to Masonry. Charity, so much vaunted, 
is too often a summer cloud without rain. But for every day practical use we 
prefer 'relief,' which respects and builds up independent manhood and when 
properly administered and fed goes on expanding." 

Vle do not belie'lre that it is necessary to use many words to show that this 

is is an absolute departure from the masonic charity taught by the fundamental 

principles of Masonry; but it is the outgrowth of the Wisconsin theory, and 

we doubt very grayely whether the authors of that theory wiB sustain Bro. 

HEDGES in these views. 

There are other matters in this report that we had marked for notice, 

especia11y his notice of the Washington Centennial Exercises, but must for· 

bear. 

There is one other matter though, that \Ve will just touch upon. In his re

vie·w of VvT ashington, he says; 

"Much as we djffer on many matters of masonic polity and policy, we ad· 
mire the scholarship and fighting qualities of Bro. Upton and notice with regret 
hi" announced 1.etirement from the Guild. On the question of Grand Lodge 
sovereignty he seems more English than American, while on physical qua1ifi
cations he fa11s short of the English position.'' 

If our brother will examine the question more fully, he will find that the 

English doctrine and the American doctrine are very nearly alike upon this 

subject1 differing only in a single particular, to wit, jurisdiction over individuals. 
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NEBRASKA, 1900. 

A special meeting was held to bury Bro. CHRISTIAN HARTMAN, for many 

years Grand Treasurer of the Grand Lodge, a brother dearly beloved, and 

wholly worthy of the tribute paid to his memory by the Grand Lodge. 

At the annual communication the Grand Officers assumed their stations, 

with representatives in their places, and a lodge of Master Masons was opened 

• in ample form. The roll was then called, and it was ascertained that a con

stitutional number of lodges were present; then the Grand Master declared 

the Grand Lodge opened for the transaction of business. 

\Ve have noticed in this report the method of opening Grand Lodges, and 

so far as we know this is the only jurisdiction i~ the world in which the Grand 

Lodge is -not opened directly. 
The local brethren welcomed the Grand Lodge, and the Grand Master made 

fitting reply. 

The Grand Master, VYILLIAM VV. KEYSOR, speaks of the condition of the 

people of that State as follows : 

" The past masonic year has been an auspicious one for us as citizens and 
:Freemasons. The trying times of drought, financial stringency and business 
stagnation have passed away, and cheerfulness and courage again ·animate the 
hearts, invigorate the brains and steady the hands of an who plan and toil. 
National honor has been maintained at home and preserved abroad; free gov
enlment and Christian civilization have received a prodigious impulse at our 
hands, and commendable progress has been made in the solution of the mo- ~ 
mentous problems submitted to us, as we believe, by Him who holds the 
nations in the hollow of His hand. Surely the goodness and· mercy of the 
Lord have followed us in our public and private affairs since our last annual 
communication.'' 

And of the condition of the craft he says: 

" It affords me exceeding pleasure to report that Freemasonry has pros
pered remarkably in this jurisdiction during the past year. Work has been 
abundant and our lodges have gro·wn stronger in numbers and finances; the 
needy have been supplied; the sick nursed; the dead buried; the widow 
assisted and the orphan educated; harmony has been restored in several 
quarters, and with one or two unfortunate exceptions, peace and brotherly 
love prevail throughout our jurisdiction; the practice of Jodges visiting, assist
ing and entertaining each other at the banquet board has extended; and hap
pily there has been a perceptible uplift in the character of the candidates ad
mitted, and a truer apprehension of the higher ends of our institution." 

He pays a tribute to the dead of the year! especiaHy referring to Col. STOT

SENBERG and General HENRY, Nebraska masons, who 1-:ad met a soldier's 

fate during the year. 
He refers to the \i\'ashington Centennial Exercises, and does us the honor 

of giving, in his annual address, the greeting which we sent to the brethren of 

his jurisdiction. 

Vole think that almost every one who was present was affected as he thus 

describes that he was : 
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"As I stood that gray December day on that beautiful eminence which 
overlooks the broad Potomac and many historic spots ha11owed with patriotic 
and fraternal blood, and listened to the last President of the United States, a 
freemason, voice the affection and-veneration of a mighty nation for the first 
President of the United States, also a freemason, and one of the sublimest 
characters in all history, my bosom swelled v.rith love and pride for ancient craft 
Masonry, and I left that sacred place with a. clearer and profounder conception 
than I ever had before of the power, grandeur, beauty and beneficence of our 
beloved institution. n 

At the previous communication of his Grand Lodge no action was taken 

by it in regard to the Washington matter, because it was understood that that 

Grand Lodge would in all probability rescind the obnoxious resolutions at its 

next session, but he is not satisfed at aU with its action, and he thinks that the 

principle that was asserted in the action last year, is a menace to the hamiony 

and fraternal relations of all Grand Lodges. 

After quoting it he adds : 

"That is to say, .i. member of a lodge in this State which this Grand Body 
declares to be clandestine may go to Washington and there visit or affiliate 
with any subordinate lodge which consents to receive him, and then return to 
us under the claim that he is a mason in good standing in a jurisdiction hold
ing fraternal communication with us. This does not seem to me to be good 
law. Our own Grand Lodge ought to be the judge of the regularity of the 
subordinate lodges in this State, and our decision upon that question ought to 
be binding upon all other foreign jurisdictions. Believing that the Grand 
Lodge of Washington has not yet rescinded as fully as it ought to do, the 
original resolutions above referred to, and also believing that our fraternal 
communications with that OOdy ought not to be severed without good cause, 
I have deemed it best to take no action in the matter, and to submit it at this 
time for your investigation and decision." 

The matter was referred to ihe Committee on Correspondence, which re

ported in favor of severing fraternal relations, but that report was referred to 

the Committee on Jurisprudence which asked for further time to consider it, 

and so it goes over to the session of this year. 

In that report the committee says: 

"There are in this State clandestine negro lodges ; they can have no recog
nition by our lodges; yet, as the Grand Master well says, members of these 
clandestine lodges may move to the State of V·lashington, and, under the ob
noxious resolutions of that Grand Lodge in 1899, be admitted and affiliated 
in their lodges." 

This is all true i we fully agree with the doctrine throughout, but we still 

hold that in so important a matter as the severing of masonic re]ations. we 

should wait for the ovt!rt ad, and not base action upon a mere .declaratiort of 

sentimeut, especially when we consider the circumstances under which this 

declaration was made. 

He rep~rts his action upon a Jarge number of local matters, 'showing tha:t 

he had zealously performed his duty, and with skill and sound judgment. 

He had granted four dispensations for new lodges; refused two, and two 

were still pending, awaiting the report of the Grand Custodian. 

APP. 28 G. L. 
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In accordance with a vote of the Grand Lodge, a committee had investi-

gated the circumstances under which a charter had been arrested, with a view 
to its restoration. A meeting was called and nearly every member of the 

lodge asked for the return of the charter, regretting the unfortunate condi-

tion which led to its revocation, and promising to do all in their power for the 

promotion of peace and harmony if the charter should be ~estored. The 

committee reported favorably, and the Grand Master went and restored it in 

person, and from information which he received, he believed that the lodge 
would stand second to none in harmony, zeal and usefulness. It may seem 

wonderful, but it is true nevertheless, that the lesson taught by such proceed
ings, as were taken in regard to this lodge, have a wonderful effect in teaching 
brethren the necessity of governing their personal acts as masons by the prin
ciples of the institution. 

He had allowed one lodge, whose hall and the dwelHngs of many of whose 

members had been destroyed by a cyclone, to send out a circular for relief, 

which resulted in donations to the amount of nearly $1,200, $777 of which was 
devoted to furnishing a new hall and purchasing jewels, furnishings, etc., and 

the balance v;ras divided among eleven brethren. This action of the craft re-

stored the lodge to a condition for work. 

· He made quite a number of decisions, among them one that a lodge sti1l 

retains jurisdiction over a person who had been rejected over twenty-two years 

ago, even if he has since resided in another jurisdiction. 
We find from his decisions, that the old usage of" regular communication" 

is still practiced in that state. The word " regular " means regularity as to 

time. 

The follovd.ng decision was reported adversely upon by the committee, and 

although an effort was made to amend the report it was adopted: 

"A brother was suspended for non-payment of dues, and did not subse- j 
quently pay them because of his straightened circumstances. Shortly before 
he died he gave his son the money to pay his dues, but the son neglected to 
do so. The family requested a masonic funeral. Held, that under the cir- 4 cumstances it was not error for the Worshipful Master to grant the request." 1 

Vole believe that in :\Te.b~k~ a mason suspended for non-payment of dues 
is suspended from all the rights of Masonry. If so, the action of the Grand 

Lodge was clearly correct. In Maine the decision of the Grand Master would i 

be sustained, because here we only snspend from mt!mbership for non-pay- -1 
ment of dues. 

The following recommendation was adopted : 

"I also respectfully recommend that our law be so amended as. to require 
the Grand Treasurer to keep the funds of the Grand Lodge, if kept in a bank, .J 
in a separate account and not mingled with his own funds in his private ac- , 
count. This recommendation is made in view of the fact that our late Grand 
Treasurer kept the Grand Lodge funds in his ov.n private aCcount, and that 
if it had not been for the ability and willingness of his wife to pay over to the 
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Gi-and Lodge what was due, before the settlement of his estate, we would 
have been seriously embarrassed for a long time for the want of money.~' 

\Ve had supposed that this is now practically the law in all jurisdictions, 

although formerly it was not. 

The Committee on Orphans' Educational Fund reported the amount of the 

fund to be $35,26 5· 
An exceedingly full abstract of the returns is published, and while the totals 

are given there is no recapitulation. We think that a fonna1 recapitulation 

1\ would be read, understood and appreciated much more than the present prac~ 

~ tice. Perhaps we are a little selfish in making this suggestion, but it is quite a 

strain on the eyes for us to get at the items which we need for our table of 

statistics. 

A proposition waS made that the Grand ;Lodge shall meet biennially, with 

the additional provision the o~.rerp1us of dues collected should be appropriated 

for constructing, furnishing and maintaining a Ma."5onic Home; it lies over 

one year under the law. 

The Grand Orator, 'J\r ALTER \V. \\'~ELLS, delivered a fine address, which is 

given in fulL 

!:;everallodges had failed to elect their officers at the time provided by la\v, 

~ and were obliged to ask for dispensations and had been obliged to pay for 

them~ but the following resolution was adopted: 

"Resolved, That the Grand Master be authorized to issue dispensations for 
the election of officers out of time during the month of June, 1900, vrithout 
the payment of the usual fee, and that fees heretofore collected in such cases 
be refunded, and that the action of lodges in this jurisdiction that have held 
elections out of time, is legalized." 

'N e have another illustration of the too widely prevailing sentiment that the 

non-payment of dues is among the greatest of masonic offences, in the fact, 

that if a brother, who is personally served with a summons to appear and show 

cause why he sho'uld not be suspended for non-payment of dues, and he fails 

to answer, must£rst be"pnt on trial for disobeying the summons. We do not 

believe that the old usage of giving a notice to appear and show cause, if any 
he have, why he should not be suspended for non-payment of dues, should be 

changed to i peremptory summ~:ms to appear. In trials for masonic offences, 

even the acc\1sed is not peremptorily summoned to appear, but is notified to 

appear, and it is }eft to him to appear or not, as he pleases, and we· regret very 

greatly to see the summons used in matters of such con1paratively little im~ 

portance. 

As to meetings the committee thus speaks of the usage in that jurisdiction: 

"Our law provides that a trial may be had at a special meeting; every meet
ing, strictly speaking, is a regular meeting, but by usage in this Grand Jurisdic
tion, the stated meetings are called regular meetings, and all others, including 
those appointed for the trial of a brother1 are called special meetings." 
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This Grand Lodge has provided for a" Committee on the Fraternal Dead" 

to be appointed as a standing committee, to be announced at the close of each 
session of the Grand Lodge : and the Grand Master .is 3:llowed to omit from 

his address everything except his announcements of the deaths of the brethren, 

and the committee are expected to have a report ready and published at the 

same time the Grand Master's address is published, which in this jurisdiction 

is done in advance of the meeting of the Grand Lodge. In both t}lese re-

spects, we think our brethren of Nebraska are ahead of us in Maine. There 

is no time during the session of the Grand Lodge to prepare the reports on 

the fraternal dead, and practically almost al\\'ays they are never acted upon by ~ 
the Grand Lodge, and frequently the publication of the Proceedings is de-

layed while the printer is waiting for them. 

Upon the report of Past Grand Master PHELPs, for the Commrttee on Cor-

respondence, the Grand Dieta of Mexico was recognized. 

He admits that in some of the Mexican lodges there were irregularities, but 

says that there were many lodges, some of them chartered originally by the 

American Grand Lodges, which strictly observed all the rules, and he says 

further that these irregularities have ceased. They no longer made mason.'i of 

women and the Bible has been restored to its place. And he holds, and most 

masons will agree with him, that the fact, that these irregularities did once 

exist, is no perpetual bar to the recognition of the bodies. 

The Report on Correspondence (1]6 pp.) was presented by Bro. CHARLES 

J. PHELPS. 

As usual he gives an excellent abstract, made more interesting by appropri~ 
ate extracts and occasional comments. 

He commences with a brief notice of Mexico, from which we take the fol

lowing: 

"Ambitious men in the Mexican Supreme Council, A. A. S. R., were ad
verse to the independence of the Gran Dieta-a necessary condition, and 
were quite active in leading that body into aggressive action, united v.i.th a 
pretended Grand Lodge at Vera Cruz, styling itself the United Grand Lodge 
of Mexico, and entered into a treaty binding the lodges of said Grand Lodge 
to conditions of obedience to the Scottish Rite council,- altogether incompatible 
with the liberties and self-government of Blue Lodge Masonry. 

"The successor of our late Brother Albert Pike, Brother Thomas H. Cas
well, Sovereign Grand Inspector-General of the A. A. S. R., of the Southern 
Jurisdiction of the United States of America, has reproached the Mexican 
Supreme Council for its unwarranted action in a. communication to the Mex
ican Supreme Council, in which he expressly declares that the United Grand 
Lodge of Mexico, at Vera Cruz, is of very doubtful origin. 

H This action on the part of the Supreme Council of Mexico is in violation 
of a former solemn treaty with the Gran Dieta, by which all control over the 
degrees of symbolic Masonry was resigned to the· Grand Dieta, whe· e it 
rightfully belongs. Its new treaty "~th the Vera Cruz lodge is an attempt to 
revive and foster a discredited organization which presents no claims worthy 
of consideration by sovereign grand lodges." .. * * * " .. " 

' -
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"It has been contended that, because the membership of its lodges contains 
masons who were made in lodges chartered by Scottish Rite bodies, they can
not be recognized. 

"The question thus raised has been decided over and over again. In many 
of the foreign Grand Lodges, in full fraternal relations "'ith American· Grand 
Lodges, the same condition exists. . 

"Again, it has been complained in one of our American Grand Lodges that 
in one of the Mexican lodges a former resident of the American jurisdiction 
who wore an artificial limb, while living in Mexico was made a mason, and 
upon returning to the United States sought admission into one of the lodges 
in his native state. The answer to this objection is, that the same thing has 
occurred in a sister Grand Jurisdiction when one of its former citizens, "'\\i.th 
an artificial leg, 'i\·as made a mason by an English lodge in whose jurisdiction 
the candidate ·was residing at the time, under the liberal rule as to physic:ial 
qualifications, recognized by the United Grand Lodge of England, the mother 
Grand Lodge of most of the Grand Lodges in the world." 

We noticed this last objection in our report of last year. \Ve have a] ready 

referred to his answers to other objections. 

In relation to the prerogatives of Grand J\>lasters1 he well says: 

HIt is enough to say that 'erroneous conceptions 1 abound. And it is pretty 
safe to say that in every Grand Jurisdiction, where it has been he1d by the 
Grand Lodge that the Gritnd Master does not possess the prerogative author
ity of' dispensing with the law,' it wiU be found that such dispensations have 
been actually indulged in and sanctioned again and again. Not only that, but 
our constitutions and regulations are framed with a view to the possession 
of such power by the Grand Master. Every constitution expressly recognizes 
the landmarks. And the prerogatives of a Grand Master are, by the same 
solemn agreement made in 1717, including the dispensing power, as bind
ing as the recognized landmarks. In resigning sovereignty over the craft, 
these prerogatives were retained by the Grand Masters. Their inviolability 
gives a dignity, character and stability not possessed by any other organiza
tion created by man, by reason of- which our institution is respected above any 
other society. Freemasonry is a law unto itself, but the tyro in our order 
does not comprehend it; like the squab, he appears biggest soon after birth," 

We are aware that some, who profess to be historians of the present day, 

do not agree with this, but they override the rules of evidence which have been 

so long maintained1 that they are spoken of as the result of the experience of 

ages. 

Referring to the Washington matter, he says: 

"\Vashington's offence, and it was a grave one, did not consist in any laud
able desire to extend the benefits of 1egitimate Freemasonry to colored men, 
but in recognizing a brood of clandestine negro lodges, and their members. 
To retract fully her error, was her duty. She has only partially performed 
that duty, but the lesson taught is one that will not be forgotten. Free
masonry is a potent factor in extending the bounds of civil and religious free· 
dom, and the time never was when its influence was so far reaching as it is at 
the present day. Such an infraction of its polity as was exhibited by the 
Grand Lodge of Washington in 1898, and that by the Grand Lodge or Peru 
in 1897, placing each, for a time, outside of the pale of Masonry, will hardly 
occur again. Mexico is another example; to be recognized, she is making 
commendable effort to place herself in accord with well understood principles 
of masonic Jaw, and in due time she will, doubtless, receive her reward." 
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For this reason we were a little surprised that he should report a resolution 

in favor of the suspension of masonic relations, and we trust that at the next 

annual communication he will be ready to advocate the let-alone poJicy. 

He reviews Maine for r899, and extracts from our report on 'Washington, 
what he terms rules of masonic jurisprudence, which he approves by com· 

mending them to the attention of all who take part in conducting the affairs 

of the Grand Lodges. 

In his review of Massachusetts, he does what we were tempted to do--quote 

some of the speeches at the Grand Feast, in full. 

Of the law in reJation to physical qualifications in Nebraska, he says; 

"In Nebraska it has been held that, where the petitioner had lost a limb, 
as in the Montana case~ which was supplied by the best artificial limb procur
able, he was not eligible, because of the landmark requiring soundness in body. 
If there is such a law binding the craft of to-day, and there would seem to be no 
doubt that there is, the Montana Grand Lodge is wrong. In the case stated, 
the fact controlling is fully shovon, and the Grand Master was right. If only 
there was some physical defect in the limb, which might, or might not inter
fere with the candidate's conforming to the attitudes required in the ceremonies 
of the degree, then it would perhaps be a question for the lodge to determine, 
but the case stated, is one that would result in the lodge-if it decided to pro
ceed, doing an act forbidden by law. If the law of physical perfection is a 
landmark, liberally construed as it now is, it is not in the power of any man 
or body of men to alter or change it. No discretion exists i'n a lodge to vio
late it." 

He had received the Proceedings of the "District Grand Lodge of N ortheni 

China" for r899, but we find nothing giving us information as to the state.of 

Masonry in that district, except the general statement that there had been a 

steady increase in membership, and that that district was prosperous. What 

effect the troubles in China are having u'pon the craft there we have no means 

of knowledge. 

Of physical qualifications, he says: 

I 
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"We agree that the candidate for initiation should be physically able to 
conform to the manner of the initiation, without the aid of any mechanical 
substitution of feet or limbs, but once initiated, he becomes a brother, and sub
sequent misfortune in physical injuries should not prevent advancement to 
further and more light. As to the • deep symbolical significance' of the rule of 
physical perfection, we once thought there was something in it, but the argu
ments to support the theory fail to confirm our former view. Pray enlighten 
us. \Vhat is the 'deep symbolical significance' of which you speak." ) 

NEVADA, 1900. 

A special communication was held to lay the comer-stone of a public school 

building, at w·hich addresses were made, which are very highly spoken of, but 

the notice was so short that they were extemporaneous, and the authors were 

not able to give them for publication, although they were greatly desired. 
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At the annual communication the roll was called, and a quorum being 
found to be present, the Grand Lodge Was opened in ample form, and called

off until afternoon to give the Committee on Credentials an opportunity to, 

prepare their report. 

The Grand Master, JoHN M. McCoRMACK, delivered a brief address, refer

ring to the dead of the year and his various official acts. 

He notices the laying of the comer-stone as an occasion of great interest, 

~nd speaks in the highest terms of the ad~resses delivered on that occasion. 

He had granted two "authorizations" to lodges to receive petitions from 

applicants residing within the jurisdiction of other lodges which were said to 

be dormant. This he did under a special provision of the Constitution of his 

Grand Lodge, and his action was confirmed by the Grand Lodge. The lodges 

are described as "dormant," and we do not understand that they had ceased 

to exist. 

He had issued a circular containing the following: 

" V ou will therefore, at the next stated communication of your lodge, direct 
your Secretary to warn _and notify all non~affi1iated masons within its jurisdic· 
tion to present themselves at, and affiliate with your lodge, or show cause why 
they should not affiliate or be s11Spended from all the rights and privileges of 
the Fraternity.'' 

We do not believe that a suspension undef that provision of the law of that 

Grand Lodge would elsewhere be regarded, or ought to be regarded, of any 
force, because the law upon which it is founded is in violation o( the funda~ 

mental rights of masons. 

He had visited quite a number of lodges, and reports favorably upon their 
condition. 

He had removed the edict of non-intercourse with the Grand Lodge of 

\Vashington, and appointed as Representative Bro. DAVID E. BAILY, Past 

Grand Master of Nevada, who now resides in Washington. 

He had received from Bro. H. W. MILES a draft for fifty dollars to be ap: 

plied for an Orphan's Home. .Nothing had been done by his Grand Lodge 

in relation to this matter, but as other contributions were voluntarily offered, 

he held the matter for action by the Grand Lodge, and while the committee 

deemed it premature to undertake building a Home at present, they ad

vised the accumulation of a fund for that purpose. This was probably a wise 

~ disposal, although it seems to us that it would have been better to commence 

a Grand Lodge charity fund, the income of which could be applied for chari

table purposes, and when the time should come for building an Orphans' 

Home, the principal could be applied for that purpose. 

A Committee was appointed to revise the decisions of the Grand Lodge 

with a view to preparing a Code, and upoQ. the report of the Committee on 

Finance, the Grand Lodge ordered that a Code of Laws of the Grand Lodge 

should be prepared, and six hundred copies published. 
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An amendment to the Constitution was adopted, allowing lodges to remit 
any portion of arrearages of dues. The fo11o'\\i.ng is the provision as amended: 

"No lodge shall expel a member for the non-payment of his dues; but, in 
case any member shaU have refused or neglected to pay his regular dues 
during a period of one year, he shall be notified by the Secretary that, unless 
at the next stated communication either his dues be paid, or sickness or ina
bility to pay be shown as the cause of such refusal or neglect, he will be sus
pended from a11 the rights and privileges of Masonry by operation of law. If 

'neither of these things be done, he shaU be so suspended, and the Master 
shall so announce in open lodge. -Any mason thus suspended who shall at 
any time pay the arrearages due at the time of his suspension, together with 
such further dues as would, had he retained his membership, have accrued 
against him to the date of s·uch payment, shall by that act be restored. But a 
lodge may remit any portion of the dues or arrearages.'' 

We presume that the vote of the lodge is required, although the phraseoL 

ogy is doubtful. 

The Report on Correspondence (r 10 pages, including statistics) was pre· 
sented by Bro. A. D. BIRD. He compresses into it a very large amount of 

valuable information, but his printer does not do justice to it. In a few cases 

what Bro. BIRD says himself is "leaded," but almost all of it is printed "solid~" 

without even quotation marks to distinguish between what Bro. BIRD writes 

and what he quotes. 

NEW BRUNSWICK, 1900. 

We have a fii1e portrait of Grand Master Judge JAMES GoRDON FoRBEs. 

This Grand Lodge held its usual emergent communication to attend divine 

service on the 24th of June, but the Grand Master was unexpectedly detained 

away. 
The sermon was delivered by R. VV. Bro. :FRANCIS R. PAR1'RIDGE, D. D., 

and is published in the ~roceedings. It was we1l worthy of the occasion. 

At the annual session the Grand Lodge was opened in ample form, appa:r

ent1y without any previous formal action, precisely as is done in Maine. 

The Committee on Credentials immediately reported and the Grand Master 
delivered his address. 

Of the condition of the craft he says·. 

) 

" I am gratified to announce the continu'ed \\'elfare of the Craft in this ju- .,J 
risdiction, a very respectable increase in numbers and income, whilst the stand· 
ards of Freemasonry have been held aloft, and the moral and spiritual teach-
ings of our ritual have been impressed on aU who have entered our gate with 
zealous faithfulness." 

He announced the deaths of various Past Masters and brethren who had 

been efficient masons in their respective spheres. 

He gives an account of a ]arge number of visitations which he had made, 

including one lodge for which he had issued a dispensation. 
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His account shows a very good condition of things, apparent prosperity· on 

the part of the lodges and apparent good work. 
Finding that outside of the Grand Lodges of the United States they had 

representatives at but few foreign Grand lodges, he entered into correspond

ence with quite a number of them and secured an exchange of representatives, 

and he had himself received a commission as representative of the Grand 

Dieta of MexiCo. 

He announced the appointment of representatives from various Grand 

Lodges, but Maine is not among the number, as there was no vacancy. 

He speaks very warmly in _favor of the systeJ?1, saying among other things: 
" My brethren, the world is getting smaller, time and distances are reduced 

to a minimum, and it is well to cultivate the closest relations with our brethren 
everywhere." 

He commends to the attention of the Grand Lodge the reports of the Dis
trict Deputy Grand Masters, and an examination of them shows that they had 

zealous1y attended to their duties, which seem to be substantially those im· 

posed upon our own District Deputies. 

He greatly regrets that he was unable to be present at the Washington 

Centennial Exercises. 

He thus refers to public events : 

" Scarcely had our Grand Lodge closed its last session before the challenge 
to arms had been impudently flung in the face of Queen and country by a 
tyrannical oligarchy in South Africa, menacing the very existence of our Colo
nial Empire in that continent. The great Empire, of which we form no 
inconsiderable part, promptly accepted the gage of battle, and a cruel and 
relentless war has raged on the blood-stained veldt of Africa. The almost 
instantaneous response, nay, tender of services, which arose from every corner 
of the Empire 'on which the sun never sets,' is an object lesson to the whole 
world, and the grand old Empire, to which we owe our aJ1egiance, was found 
as live and vigorous as of yore, and our brethren of the craft {of which our 
distinguished Commander-in-Chief is an honored brother), in obedience to the 
patriotic teachin~ of our order, were to the front, and the cry 'for Queen and 
country' resounded from shore to shore. The glory Which has crowned the 
united arms of our Empire as we stood shoulder to shoulder on the battlefield 
has done more to cement this great Empire into one homogeneous whole than 
any event of the century. 

"The friendly and natural alliance with our brethren of the neighboring 
republic has placed our Anglo-Saxon race in the front rank as champions of 
freedom and liberty, and assures us that our place among the nations of the 
earth must be that of arbitrators and protectors. Let it be ours not only to 
teach but to practice those noble tenets of our profession, and so become better 
fitted to discharge these so]emn aud responsible duties, which, in the good 
providence of God, we are called upon to fill." 

The returns show that there had been a small but substantial increase of 

membership, and the Grand Lodge had been able to reduce its indebtedness 

five hundred dollars during the year. 

The committee appointed the year_ before to consider the question of the 

amalgamation of the Grand Lodges of the Maritime Provinces reported that 
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they had been unable to get a meeting of the joint committees, and recom· 

mended that the committee be continued, and it was so done. 
A special report was made in relation to suspension for non-payment 

of dues, and statistics were given showing that the .numbe:r of suspensions in 
the United States and Canada for the past . ten years had been about 30 

per cent. of the number raised) some years exceeding that and a few years 

falling short. In 1900 the suspensions had been close on to 40 per cent. Va

rious suggestions were made, but action upon the report was postponed until 

next year. 

The library "had been neatly and methodically arranged." 
One charter was granted, one !estore'd, and the usual routine action taken, 

apparenUy ver)r harmoniously. 

Vi! e note that the post-office address of both the Master and Secretary of 
one lodge is in Maine. 

There was no Report on Correspo.ndence. 

NEW HAMPSHIRE, 1900. 

VVe have a fine engraved portrait of the retiring Grand Master, ]OH~ Mc
LANE. 

The usua] semi~annual communication was held for the exemplification of 

the work, and we note frOm the attendance that the interest has been kept up 

year after year,, so that the attendance is very full. 
In this connection the Grand Master gives a very interesting account of his 

visit to the Washington Centennial ExerCises. He refers to his I:etnarks ill 
the Grand Lo~ge of Virginia, when he called attention to the fact- that just 
one hundred and twenty-five years before that •iery hour, Joh1l Sullivan of New 

Hampshire captured Fort V{illiam and Mary, rllore than four months before 

the battles of Concord and Lexington. He gives the incidents -which -led to 

the organization of a force and the capture of that fort. 

The annual Proceedings are preceded by a portrait of NoRMA); C. HEWEs, 

who had been Tyler of Franklin Lodge since 1854• continuously. 

At the time fixed the Grand Officers and Representatives took their places, 

and the Grand Lodge v.-cas qpened in ample form without any previous formal 

proceedings. 
The Grand Master, ]OH)£ McLANE, in his address,.announced th€ deaths of 

several permanent members of the Grand Lodge, Past District Deputy Grand 
Masters, and as usual gives a brief sketch of them. 

He had granted quite a number of dispensations, and in this connection h~ 

says: 

"I granted a dispensation to VVashington Lodge, No. 61, to visit a lodge in 
Belmont) Mass., and v;ork the Master Mason degree, and to the same lodge a 

1 

l 
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dispensation permitting them to invite Belmont Lodge to visit Vlashington 
Lodge in Manchester and work the Master Mason degree. In both instances 
like dispensations were granted by the Grand Master of Massachusetts. 

"I would be the last one to say a word against anything that has a tendency 
to increase the good will and fraternal feeling among masons, but on reflection 
I am convinced that-there are strong reasons why lodges should not exchange 
visits of the character indicated above, and if the question should again come 
before me, I should hesitate long before granting a dispensation for that pur
pose." 

The matter was before the Grand Lodge, and upon a very able report of the 

Committe~ on Jurisprudence the Grand Lodge voted that such visitations and 

doing of work were not in accordance with the Constitution of the Grand 

Lodge of New Hampshire, and prohibited them for the future. 

\Ve had kno"V\'11 that lodges visit each other and their members are called 

upon to assist in doing the work, but we had not supposed that they did it 

as lodges, and we fuJly concur with the conclusion of the committee, and upon 

general principles. 

\Ve had supposed that these workers from other lodges visited individually 

and were called upon to take part in the work by the~ proper officer of the 

lodge, under whose dt'rection and control they would do the work. Restricted 

in this way we see no harm arising from the practice. V\' e ought to have uni· 

formity of work throughout the different jurisdictions, and these visits afford 

an opportunity for comparison and certainly ought to have a tendency towards 

securing uniformity. 

Two lodges celebrated their one hundredth anniversary, and another its 

seventy·fifth anniversary, at which evidently very interesting addresses were 
delivered. They are not given in these Proceedings, but we trust that the 

lodges will preserve them by·publication. 

The Gfand Master recommended the modification of their doctrine of per

petual jurisdiction substantially to conform to the Maine proposition, and the 

matter was referred to the Committee on Jurisprudence, to report next year. 

He found that there was a tendency in late years to make changes in the 

charges given to candidates at the close of the several degrees, and we concur 

with him in deeming that practice erroneous and not to be allowed. If after 

the regular charge is given and the work done, the Master sees fit to deliver 

an additional address, we have no objection, but to undertake to improve the 

l charge, especially that of the third degree, we deem decidedly objectionable, 
for the reason, if for no other, that the attempted )mprovement is very likely to 

come, as the Grand :Master says," in the nature of an anti-climax." 

He announces that considerable progress had been made in securing funds 

for a Masonic Home, and he commends it earnestly to the attention of every 

mason in the jurisdiction. 

The District Deputy Grand Masters all submitted reports giving an account 

of their visitations in brief terms, c~nfining themselves very closely to describ· 

J 
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ing the character of the work, the manner in which the books are kept and the 

condition of the finances, and from them we find that the lodges as a ·rule are 

in very good condition, in one district there having been a marked improve

ment in doing the work. 

Under a provision of the Constitution, JosEPH W. HILDRETH, who had 

served the Grand Lodge as Grand Marshal for twenty-five years, was elected 

a permanent member of the Grand Lodge. 

Upon the report of the Committee on Jurisprudence, the Constitution was 

amended by substituting the system of trial by commission for tfial by the 

lodge. Of course the matter of non-payment of dues is not included in this 

system. That is left to the lodge, as the punishment is limited to suspension 

from membership, and a brief mode of procedure in such cases is given; but 

it involves due notiee, and an opportunity for a hearing. 

We have observed very closely the working of this system in Massachu

setts, and so far as we have noticed, it has worked wonderfully well, and we 

shall continue to observe its workings in our neighboring jurisdiction, whose J 
laws are very much like our oval. 

In connection with a proposed amendment to the Constitution, we notice 

that certain Past Grand Officers are permanent members of the Grand Lodge 

u while they retain their allegiance to this Grand Lodge." In many jurisdic

tions the phrase is, while they remain a member of a subordinate lodge in the 

jurisdiction. In this State there is no such qualification. It would seem that 

in New Hampshire, when a permanent member of the Grand Lodge becomes 
unaffiliated, he stiU re!llains a member of the Grand Lodge. 

In a case concerning a conflict of jurisdiction behveen two lodges, the com

mittee held that a ferry-road and the ferry in connection therewith,~ a "trav

eled way," within the meaning of the Constitution. 

The committee on the Washington matter asked to be discharged from any 

further consideration of it o~ the ground that the Grand Lodge of Washing

ton had repealed its obnoxious action, and that the opinions promulgated by 

it were not sufficient to require the severing of fraternal relations. 

The Report on Correspondence (147 pp.) was presented as heretofore by 
Bro. A. S. WAlT. 

It is a careful, though somewhat briefer than usual, resume of the Proceed-

ings of other Grand Lodges, with comments that render the report a valuable ~ 
one. 

Referring to the decision that the rejection of an applic:ant for membership 

prevents the candidate from petitioning again, Bro. WAIT says: 

HIt is, as we under:5,tand it, the law of the masonic institution-until very 
recent times universally held-that an unaffiliated mason in regular standing 
with the fraternity as such, is at liberty to-apply for membership without refer
ence to lodge or Grand Lodge jurisdictional lines, and that a rejection of such 
a candidate gives the rejecting lodge no jurisdiction over him. He does not 
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by his application for affiliation become the material of the lodge, as does an 
applicant for the degrees. His rejection implies no moral unfitness, as in the 
other case, but leaves him with his masonic character untarnished and unaf
fected, and his rights not by it impaired. We see no reason why the mischief 
supposed should follow from such a reception, because the rejecting lodge 
acquires by its rejection no rights in the candidate and there is nothing from 
it of which they have a right to complain." 

Of ciphers, he says: 

"Bro. ·.smith alludes often to the subject of 'cipher rituals,' and appears to 
be decidedly opposed to the use of such means of instruction. From any true 
masonic standpoint we do not _see how his reasoning is to be answered. · We 
cannot, however, shut our eyes to a practice to the contrary, which we fear is 
too extensive and inveterate to be easily gotten rid of." 

Referring to the Washington matter, Bro. "V\1 AITE says that the later action 

of that Grand Lodge "has been such as to divest the subject of present prac. 

tical importance leaving it of interest only as an episode of masonic history.'' 

Referring to the law of Idaho which requires lodges to file charges against 

unaffiliated masons, he well says : 

\, " We believe this legislation v.~II ultimately be found to be fraught with evil 
consequences. It is plain from the way the law has been treated that it has 
not the approval of the craft of the jurisdiction. It is devoutly to be hoped that 
it v,;ll not result in disturbing that harmony and prosperity which the Grand 
Master 'assures the brethren was prevailing at his accession to office. 

Of a decison of Grand Master LocKE'S, he says: 

"One of the reported decisions of Grand Master Locke strikes us as worthy 
of especial consideraJ:ion. \Ve confess that on reading the question pro
pounded our first impression was not in accordance with his conclusion, but 
in foUowing his reasoning we found our mind acceding to the correctness of 
his views. The que$tion was, • Is it contrary to masonic rules to initiate a 
Catholic into a masonic lodge? '" 

The proposition in the first place struck our mind in the same manner for 

obvious reasons, but after consideration we have felt obliged to come to a 

conclusion in accordance with the vie\\"'8 announced in the decision. We 

expect to speak of this more specially later on in this report. 

Of the charity question, he says: 

" Reviewing Idaho, from whence had been expressed some criticisms of the 
action of the Grand Lodge of Maine in ordering a brother receiving relief to 
repay ·the amount when able, Bro. Drummond thinks that a queer kind of 
charity, and we should think him quite right in that impression." 

It will be seen by reference to our review of Montana that this idea of re

funding seems to be a growing one. 

Of the action of the Grand Lodge of Illinois, in refusing to recognize cer

tain masonic bodies,_ he says: 

Bro. Robbins, of Illinois, having induced his Grand Lodge to adopt a report 
presented by him, in which are named certain Grand Masonic Bodies, recog
nition of ·which is to be denied, among them the Grand Lodge of Peru, Bro. 
Drummond thus very justly, as we think, animadverts: 



434 Correspondence-New Jersey. 

"We regret very greatly that the Grand Lodge of Illinois should follow our 
distinguished brother in his peculiar position upon this question. The best 
commentary upon his position is the fact that all the Grand Lodges, including 
the British Grand Lodges, vdth the exception of his own Grand Lodge and
possibly one other, recognize very many of the Grand Bodies which he dis
owns and the masons of their obedience as regular masons." 

He dtes several other matters from our report, apparently with approval, 

but as he does not expressly say so, we omit them. 

we· find at last the real difference between us as to Bro. CHASE's sending 

back two cases to the lodges on account of manifest inadequacy of the pu~ish
ment. Bro. WAIT holds that the imposition of manifestly inadequate punish~ 

ment does not make the trial erroneous; while we hold, in accordance ·with 
the 1aw of our Grand Lodge, that the imposition of a manifestly inadequate) 

or excessive punishment is· an error in the trial. This we understand to be 

the general doctrine in masonic trials. Grand Lodges have often sent cases 

back to lodges on the ground that the punishment inflicted is manifestly inad

equate, with an order that the lodge proceed to assess the punishment. It is 

true that we think, and have long advocated, that the Grand Lodge shOuld 

itself fix the punishment in all such cases, whether that fixed by the lodge is 

deemed inadequate or excessive. But this is by no means the universal rule; 

but in many jurisdictions the case is sent back to the lodge for further action. 

But whether the punishment is fixed by the Grand Lodge or it sends the case 

back, its action is based upon the.decision that there was error in the trial by 

the lodge. In the cases in question, Bro. CHASE decided that by reason of the 

manifest inadequacy of the punishment prescribed by ·the lodge, there was 

error in its proceedings, and sent the cases back for further action upon the 

question of punishment. He did not do what Bro. WAIT erroneously states 

that he did, u dictate what judgment it [the lodge] should render," but said 

that the punishment was manifest1y inadequate. and ordered the lodge to act 

again upon that question and fix another pe11alty. l:nder that order the lodge 

had a very wide range, for it could suspend for any length of time it saw tit, 
suspend indefinitely or expel, and from its action, whatever penalty it might 

inflict, any member might appeal to the Gr.ind Lodge .. 

The provision under whi~h Bro. CHASE acted is still a part of our law, and 

we see in it no despotism on the part of the Grand J1aster or danger to the 

rig~ts of the individual mason. 4 

NEW JERSEY, 1901. 

Several emergent communications were held for laying corner~stones <ind 

other public masonic ceremonies. 

The Grand Lodge opened in ample form, performed the ceremonies, re

turned to the hall, and was closed. 
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One of the occasions was the dedication of the new infi1mary building at 

the Masonic Home. Very fine addresses were deli'vered on that occa.c;ion. 

At the annual communication, officers and members having taken their 

places, the Grand Lodge was opened in ample form. Aiter the prayer the 

opening ode was sung, '\\--ritten for the purpose, but \Vhether for this occasion 

or not we are unable to tell. 

The Grand MaSter, ] osEPH E. MooRE, after an appropriate opening, an

nounced the death of Queen Victoria and paid a tribute to her memory. He 

fo1loV\1!i this with brief tributes to the dead of his own jurisdiction1 with the 

announcement of deaths in sister jurisdictions. At the end of this part of his 

address, the quartette sang the "Misere." 

There had been various comp1aints of invasion of jurisdiction, which resulted 

in the expulsim1 of some parties who had made false statements in their appli

cations. 

Many requests from the neighboring states to waive jurisdiction over can

didates and similar ones to those jurisdictions had been made. He announces 

the granting to New York of sixty-two and a denial of twenty-three, and on 

the other hand eleven requests to New York had been granted and an equal 

number to Pennsylvania. \Vhile the lodges are called upon to act in all these 

cases, the requests have to have approval of the Grand Master. 

He announces quite a nulnber of cases in which, upon the requests of Grand 

Masters of other jurisdictions, degrees had been conferred by the New Jersey 

lodges, and by lodges of other jurisdictions for the New Jersey lodges. This 

leads us to renew our request for light as to whefe there -is any evidence when 

this practice first began. 

He issued a circular to collect funds for Galveston, and $5,ooo was sub

scribed, $J,OOO of which was fo!Vi·arded, and as the balance was not likely to 
be needed, he recommended that it be set apart as a benevolent fund. 

Application had been made to him by the Grand 1\-Lister of VVashington for 

exchange of representatives, and we copy the following from his ~epiy: 

H After careful consideration of the situation and of the report of your com~ 
· mittee, adopted by the Grand· Lodge of Washington on June 14th last, I am re

luctantly compelled to decline your request. This report would lead one to sup
pose that the issue between the Grand Lodge of Washington and the other 
American Grand Lodges v•as solely that of negro Masonry. Nothing could 
be further from the truth. We have negro members of the fraternity in New 
Jersey whom we are- glad to recognize as brethren -in every sense, but they 
are members of a lodge holding its warrant from the M. W. Grand Lodge of 
New Jersey. Our differences with the Grand Lodge of Washington arise 
solely from the fact that it permits brethren within its jurisdiction to hold 
masonic intercourse with clandestine masons, and thus to yiolate their masonic 
obligations. ,V!l e certainly cannot differ in our definition of a clandestine 
mason-that he is a member of a body claiming the right to confer the first 
three degrees of freemasonry, but which does riot derive its authority to do so 
from the Grand Lodge holding jurisdiction over territory in which it is situ
ated. Either, then, Vlashington recognizes as a regular masonic body the so-
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called' colored Grand Lodge' in Vlashington, or it authorizes members of its 
subordinate lodges to hold masonic intercomse with clandestine masons in 
violation of their masonic obligations. 

"In neither case can the Grand Lodge of l\~ew Jersey recognize the Grand 
Lodge of Washington as a regular masonic body. It does not help the case 
to show that the so-called 'Colored Grand Lodges' have derived their au
thority to do masonic work from the M. W. Grand Lodge of England. If 
that Grand Lodge should warrant a subordinate lodge in New Jersey, the 
members of S'!lch lodge would certainly be clandestine. masons. Where it 
seems to me that the Grand Lodge of Washington is in the wrong, is in per
mitting and encouraging the violation of masonic obligations by the brethren 
within its jurisdiction. If the Grand Lodge of 'Na:shington will open its doors 
to its colored brethren and gather them within its fold, duly healed from their 
present clandestine character, I am certain that the Grand Lodge of New 
Jersey would most gladly resume the relations with your Grand Lodge, now 
interrupted., 

This letter was written before the action last year of the Grand Lodge of 

\Vashington, and we certainly hope that it will be satisfactory to our brethren 
of New Jersey. 

A very large number of questions arising under local law, and applications 

for dispensations, were passed upon by him, patiently and faithfully. 

He had· been called upon also to decide as to cases of physical eligibility, 

fifty-two in aU, in which he declared thirty-six to be eligible and sixteen ineli

gible. 

Feeling that great care should be taken in the organization of new lodges, 
he directed that one application should be referred directly to the Grand 

Lodge, accompanied with a full statement of all the circumstances. 

He devotes one page in his address to the improper use of the baHot, it 

having come to his knowledge that in some cases members of a lodge, con
trolled by a spirit of vindictiveness and resentment, had adopted a systematic 

black-balling of all candidates. In reference to this, among other things, he 
says: 

" More than this, even, in one instance the malcontents were so imprudent 
as to permit themse]ves to discuss the matters in question in pubJic places, so 
that in twenty-four hours after the communication of the lodge, its business 
became public property. This fact of itself would seem to indicate that igno
rance of masonic duties and principles was responsible for an unmanly, if not 
cowardly, use of the ballot; otherwise those brethren would have remembered 
that as masons they were clothed v.rith the- principal tenet of 'truth/ and that 
'while influenced by this principle, hypocrisy and deceit are unknown among 
us, sincerity and plain dealing distinguish us.' 

''After a careful examination of the cases referred to, I made the brethren 
aware of the seriousness of their offence, and pointed out the danger to their 
own lodges, as well as to the craft generally, if such unmasonic conduct con
tinued, and I am glad to say that from that time the black-balling ceased, the 
attendance resumed its normal proportions and peace arid harmony prevailed 
once more. 

•~ In charity to these offending brethren I am compelled to say th3t I am 
sure their action would have been different had they known that, while it is 
a mason's right to cast his ballot Virith perfect freedom and untrammeled by 
inquiry from any source, and that he is answerable to his own conscience 
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alone; yet he should not allow himself to be governed by any feeling of dis
appointme~t, pique or a wish to resent an imaginary injury in casting his ballot. 
A mason should ever remember that conscientious motives should control his 
actions in this regard, and that any other but a strict adherence to this line 
of conduct is unmanly, a violation of his obligations and a menace to the peace 
and harmony of his lodge." 

We gravely doubt whether so gross a volation of masonic law ought to have 
been passed overv..1thont the disciplining of some of the offenders as a warning 

to others. 

The completion of the addition to the :Masonic Home and the special con

tributions by lodges, nearly sufficient to furnish it, were announced. 
He announced one bequest, the first in its history, for the benefit of the 

Home, of $855·54· 
Various other matters came before him, and so many in number that it 

would seem that as if almost his whole time had been taken up in the discharge 

of the duties of his office, and the brethren of the craft everywhere are under 

great obligation to him for the diligent and faithful manner in which their 

affairs have been administered during the year. 

A dispatch was cabled to the Grand Master of England, tendering fraternal 

sympathy to him in his bereavement by the death of his mother. 

The report of the Grand Secretary and Treasurer show a quite prompt pay

ment of dues, and that the finances of the Grand Lodge are in good condition. 

The report of the committee on the Home shows that the permanent funds 

amount to $I9,525.o8, including $I,JOO due from the maintenance fund. 

VVithout having time to examine the various accounts, it seems to us that the 

home is in a prosperous condition, with promise of soon being relieved from 

debt, and of a pennanent fund whose income will maintain it. 

A fine oration was delivered by Bro. CHAs. A. ALDEN, of New York. 

The Grand Lodge of Costa Rica was recognized, but action was postponed 

upon the application of the Grand Lodge of V\7 estern Australia. 

The Committee on History report : 

" That the historical record of lodges from 1761 to the present time was 
completed and deposited in the office of the Grand Secretary in the year 1899. 
These records include every item of importance in reference to the origin and 
subsequent proceeding!? of each lodge, together with a full and complete list 
of the officers and members and a minute of the suspensions, dimissions, 
deaths and expulsions so far as your committee could ascertain the same." 

In the evening of the first day the work of the three degrees was exemplified. 

It was announced that another bequest of $500 had been made to the Grand 

Lodge, official notice of which had not been received. 

At the installation, the quartet sang an installation ode, and a suitable ode 

on closing. 

The Report on Correspondence (172 pp.) was presented by Camp. CHAS. 

BELCHER.. His printer has avoided the error_ that we noticed in our report 

APP. 29 G. L. 
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last year, and ill consequence the mechanical execution is equal to that of any 

of the reports which we have received. The report itself is an able and inter

esting one, made up of carefully written abstracts, with extracts that illustrate 

and add to the interest, and, we are very glad to see, more frequent comments 

than characterize his former reports. 

In regard to the use of the stereopticon and robes, he well says: 

"Both are innovations; the instructive tongue is far more eloquent a!ld im
pressive than either stereopticon or robes, and the latter savors too much of 
the vaudeville show to have any standing, place or propriety in our ancient and 
honorable institutution. Let the so-caiied higher degrees be like Ephraim, 
'Joined to his idols,' but keep Ancient Craft Masonry free from any such 
innovations. Let us have none of it." 

In his review of Kentucky, he says: 

"The jurisdiction appears to be suffering from non-uniformity of ritual anQ 
he suggests the scheme of District Deputy Grand Masters_ Those jurisdic
tions which have adopted this method of disseminating or communicating the 
ritual, find it works admirably, and we are surprised that our good brethren 
of Kentucky have not adopted such measures before. No better time, how
ever, than at the commencement of the twentieth century, but do not make 
the office elective. The Grand Master can and will select the most able 
brethren, and has every opportunity for wise selection and discrimination. 
Ability should be the standard, not popularity. 

The masons of Maine will endorse this most cheerfully, and there is no 

doubt at all that there is a better conception of the duties of District Deputy 

Grand Masters now prevailing in Maine than there has ever been heretofore. 

He reviews Maine for 1899 and 1900. 

In our review of New Jersey for 1899, we expressed surprise that that 

Grand Lodge had allowed the issuing of printed notices containing the names 

of candidates and contemplated masonic work. He quotes what we said, ftdd

ing: 

" In all of which the writer heartily concurs. It is the result of so-called 
'Progressive Masonry' and advertising heresy." 

Referring to our expression that Grand Master EWAN spent a good deal of 

time examining cripples, he adds, " It was not wasted." 

He says further: 

"We are glad to have the privilege of reviewing Maine this year, a pleasure 
that was denied us a year ago. To read this report }s time well spent and of 
profit to the reader. It calls to the mind of the writer a pleasant chat with 
Brother Berry, Grand Secretary, during the summer just passed, and the re· 
gret we felt in not being able to do likewise with Brother Drummond." 

The regret V.'aS,mutual and we were very sorry to miss him, and as soon as 

we learned that he had called on us, we tried to find him, but it v.ras too late. 

He objects to legislation by Grand Lodges in regard to the saloon question 

but we think that he will hardly apply it here in Maine, because we presume 

he will acknowledge that a violation of the criminal law of a state is a masonic 
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offence. But we go further, and hold that it is competent for a Grand Lodge 

to declare that any practice, which tends to immorality and a violation of the 

laws of Masonry, is within the jurisdiction of a Grand Lodge to denounce as a 

masonic offence. He thinks such laws savor too much of intolerance to be 

in strict accord with Free Masonry. V\l e do not think that our brother 

will maintain that u .Free Masonry" allows a man to violate either masonic, 

moral or civil law. 

There were other matters which we had marked for notice, but we find that 

our report, as it comes from the printer, is making more printed pages than we 

expected or intended, and we must therefore curtail. 

NEW MEXICO, 1900. 

'0le have the portrait of M. W. ELIAS E. DAY, the retiring Grand Master, 

and of }oHO< B. WooTTEN, Grand :Waster in I88z~8J. 

An emergent communication was held to lay the corner-stone of Science 

Hall of the New Mexico Baptist College, and of a public school building, two 

different ceremonies on the same day. They we,re followed by a banquet in 

the evening. 

At the annual communication the officers took their places, the vacancies 

being filled by pro tan. appointments, and it appearing that a constitutional 

~ number of lodges were represented, the Grand Lodge was opened in ample 

form. 

Immediately upon the opening of the Grand Lodge, Bro. SEAMOX presented 

the following resolutions, which were referred to the Committee on the Grand 

Master's Address: 

"Resolved, That we withdraw our recognition of the Grand Lodge of the 
Federal District, recognized by us in 1886. 

".ResohMd, That the request of the Gran Dieta for recognition be respect
fully declined. 

''Resolved, That we recognize the United Grand Lodge of Vera Cruz; the 
Grand Lodge Cosmos, of Chihuahua; the Grand Lodge Santos Degollado, of 
tbe Federal District; and the Grand Lodge Hidalgo of the State of Mexico, 
as legitimate and regularly Organized masonic powers within their present de
fined territorial jurisdictions; that we give them a hearty welcome into the 
family of Grand Lodges, and that the incoming Grand Master be requested to 
accomplish the exchange of representations. 

Bro. SEAMON also submitted a very interesting report in rel~tion to Masonry 

in :\ilexico, which we shall not notice here, but unless our report shall stretch 

to too great dimensions~ we shall consider before closing. 

The first and second res61utions, npon the recommendation of the commit

tee, were adopted. The third resolution was not adopted, except as to the 

Grand Lodge Cosmos of Chihuahua. 

Grand Master DAY, in his addres:s, calls attention to the duties of the District 
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Deputy Grand Masters, saying that he is forced to think that. some brothers, 

who hold that positl.on, are ignorant of what they are supposed to do, and he 

also criticises the neglec~ of Secretaries in their duties. The latter ought to 

be taken up by the Deputies, and we trust that what the Grand Master says, 

enforced as it was by the committee, will have the proper effect upon those 
officers. 

Of the condition of the craft he says: 

"From the reports received it appears that the craft in general in the juris
diction is in good shape, but there are two lodges in which little or no interest 
is taken, and it would appear advisable for this Grand Body to look into their 
condition and whether or not it is advisable to continue them as lodges." 

He gives ari extract from the report of his representative at the Washington 

Centennial, in which that brother says: 

"These memorial services, in my opinion, were not only a grand demonstra
tion to the world of the love and reverence of masons generally for the name 
and memory of George Washington, but will Tesult in great good for our craft 
as well as the world at large, in that many will be thereby inspired with better· 
and higher ideals, and ·wi.th greater respect and reverence for the institution of 
Freemasonry." 

Referring to the fact that he had granted a large number of dispensations 

for installations out of the regular time, he suggests that lodges ought to be a 

little more careful, and then adds, very wise!y, as we think: 

"Or perhaps it might be advisable for the Grand Lodge to devise some law 
by which these installations out of regular order might take place without a 
dispensation from the Grand Master. A number of jurisdictions have such 
provisions in their by-laViTS." 

He had granted one dispensation for a new lodge, and under peculiar cir

cumstances had granted two dispensations to a lodge, 0ne to ballot on candi

dates without waiting a month, the other to confer the first degree upon two 

of those candidates. The committee on his address divided in relation to 

these dispensatiolls, six· of the nine recommending disa}:>proval of them, the 

other three indorsing them, saying : 

"It is a landmark of Masonry that the Grand Master may, in his discretion, 
grant dispensations to confer the degrees out of time. We believe that when 
any by-law of this Grand Lodge conflicts with any land-mark, that by-law is 
inoperative, except in an advisory way for guidance of the Grand 1-laster, he 
using his discretion in its enforcement. Such by-law can only be an expres
sion of opinion on the part of the Grand Lodge that such dispensations shall 
be issued with great care." 

The Grand Lodge sustained the minority of the committee, thus placing 

itself in line with almost all the Grand Lorlges in the country. 

He announced quite a number of decisions; one of them would be appli

cable in Maine, if the case should arise. 

He decided that when a lodge had conferred the first degree, and thtn 

waived jurisdiction over the candidate, and he desires to petition for the other 

1 
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degrees, in another jurisdiction, he must wait until he had been a resident of 

that territory twelve months before he could do so. 

He also ruled that when a mason petitions for affiliation, stating that he has· 

lost his dimit, and produces a letter from his former lodge that he had had a 

dimit, but under the law the lodge could not legally issue another, the letter 

from the lodge takes the place of the dimit. 

A curious question' aro$e under their by-laws, absolutely forbidding joint oc

cupancy of a hall, unless a_ masonic body has absolute control over the hall. 

A hall was burned and it was impossible for them to procure any other place 

of meeting except a hall controlled by another order. There was a good deal 

of correspondence, but the Grand Master felt that he could not give his per

mission for them to meet in that hall) until finally the other order transferred 

the control of the haB to the lodge, which sublet it to the real owners l \V e 

think that this is another illustration of the folly of tying up matters, especially 

business matters of the lodges, so strictly. 

Of the condition of the craft he says further: 

"In my visits to the various lodges I have marked a spirit of unity and 
fraternity pervading the craft, a desire to be masons in deed, as well as in 
name, and an earnest wish to acquire the IS" ew Mexico ritual perfectly, as soon 
as possible. Prosperity seems tO have been abroad in our territory during the 
past year, and the lodges as a whole show the result of it, in increased mem
bership, and also in increased attendance. Financially there has been a 
marked improvement, and lodges which have been in debt for five years or 
more, have wiped out their indebtedness and. have something ahead in their 
treasuries.'' 

The Grand Lecturer had visited all the lodges but seven, one of which had 
surrendered its charter, and he reports quite favorably in relation to the condi

tion in whkh he found them. 

A resolution was adopted permitting a brother suspended for more than a 

year for non-payment of dues to dimit on payment of arrearages, if restoration 

to men1bership is denied him. 

Upon the report of the committee, recognition at present v;ras denied to the 

Grand Lodge of Costa Rica and accorded to the Grand Lodge of Western 

Australia. 

The Grand Secretary complains of the laxity of lodges in making their re

turns and commented upon it, and the committee approved his comments and 

recommended that the attention of the representatives of lodges be directed 

to the by-laws, calling attention aL~o to the fact that it is the duty of the 

Worshipful Master of the lodge to see that this is done. 

A new edition of the masonic law of the Grand Lodge had been issued, and 

the Grand Secretary acknowledges obligations to the Maine Masonic Text 

Book for a portion of the ceremonial forms. 

The Report on Correspondence (90 pp.) was presented by Bro. W. H. 
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SEAMON, who takes the place of Bro. MAx FROST, who for eighteen years had 

done great service to the craft in the performance of·this duty. 

Bro. SEAMON follows the example which his predecessor had set for him. 

He gives a very brief abstract, Virith occasional extracts and·pertinent comments. 

He quotes the queer statement that the "Grand Lodge is a creature of the 

subordinate lodges and cannot change the organic law without their consent," 

and he adds' 

"'\\'.,.e endorse the conservative sentiment of the criticism; our law requires 
that a constitutional amendment shall be recomffiended by three lodges, lie 
over one year and be printed with the proceedings, and at the next annual 
communication must receive a two-thirds majority of all the lodges represented. 
We beJieve that this gives sufficient safeguard to the subordinate lodg~s; they 
ought to read the proceedings; ought to· discuss the amendments and should 
instruct their representatives. The old plan 1\ras found to be unsatisfactory 
to the lodges themselves. 

The few Grand Lodges that adopted the principle in the quotation, have 

, one by one very generally given it up and returned to the old and true form 

of masonic government which is that the lodges are creatures of the Grind 

Lodge. 

In regard to another matter he says : 

"He objects to the incorporation of lodges, as it makes the lodge amen~
ble to civil law and the lodge may e_ven sue its Grand Master." 

This leads us to ask again whether, under our present system of civil law, a 

lodge is more amenable if incorporated than if not. '\V e desire to keep this 

question before the fraternity until some one undertakes to give an ·answer. 

We are familiar with the jurisprudence of quite a number of the states, and 

we know of none of them in which a lodge, though not incorporated, may not 

sue its Grand Master, 'in any case in which it might do so if incorporated. 

He objects very earnestly to the attendance of lodges upon religious ser

vices, but we think that he should recognize the doctrine of masonic tolera

tion, if he will allow us to say so, as being especially applicable to a society 

made up of members of all religions. The denunciation of any particular 

form of worship or of religious views by any other meniber is not to be al

lowed; but we hold that masonic toleration must allow every member of the 

lodge, when caiJed upon for any religious senrice~ to perform those services 

in accordance with his own consCientious views. 

In his review of California, he says: 

"We are beginning to believe that the crime of non-affiliation should be 
punished by quartering and hanging the criminal ; such puni>hment might 
deter some from leaving the institution. Any milder punishment may be great 
enough to drive the offender to desperation, and in retaliation he might divulge 
many of the valuable secrets which are the peculiar property of the fraternity; 
we should guard against such an event~ We are rapidly losing sight of the 
great principle of the institution-' charity.' Charity should characterize all 
of our dealings with each other and with non-affiliates; such treatment will do 
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more to reduce the army of non~affiliates than any other act of a Grand 
Lodge." 

We fully agree with him. 

He carries the doctrine of charity to the individual mason to an extent we 

think not justified by the principles of the fraternity. He claims that every 

mason, unless he has been disciplined, is entitled to masonic burial as a 

masonic right, and that it is' the duty of the lodge to bury him. Such has not 

been the masonic usage in this section of the country from the earliest times, 

and we utterly disagree with our brother in his contention, that the Institution 

cannot be injured by so_ doing. We may lean to the side of charity but we 

cannot subvert masonic p1inciples to the utter disgrace of the Institution for 

its sake. If carried to its fulleSt extent, a lodge would never expel a mason 

for unmasonic conduct, except, perhaps, for the violation of mere technical 

masonic law, when the violation of the moral law is a good deal more unma

sonic. 

In his review of Indiana he says: 

"Some day Pennsylvania will be content to permit other Grand Jurisdic· 
tions to legislate for themselves concerning the character of the material they 
use." 

This we gravely doubt. V\'e think the day is very far distant when almost 

any Grand Lodge will be content to have a mason expelled by one of its lodges, 

made a mason in another jurisdiction-at any rate, content to recognize the 

legality of such making; and the law of Pennsylvania in relation to rejection 
is precisely the same as its law in regard to expulsion in this respect, and very 

many of the other Grand Lodges hold to the same principle. 

He reVie"\\"'S Maine for 1~9 and 1900. 

Referring to the Washington matter, he says: 

"Bro. Drummond contends that Prince Hall never claimed to possess the 
powers of a Provincial Grand Master, and although he may have exercised 
these powers, he never possessed them. As brother U ptonj in his article on 
Negro Masonry only asserts, 'Brother Prince Hall, a man of exceptional 
ability, worked zealously in the cause of Masonry, and from 1792 until _his 
death in 1807, exercised all the functions of a Provincial Grand Master,' there 
can be no doubt that all acts of Prince Hall were irregular and without masonic 
authority, consequently he and his lodges were and are clandestine." 

An examination of 'vhat Prince Ball did will show that he nez/i!r pretended 

to exercise the powers if a Provincial Grand .A-faster. In the creation of other 

lodges, it '\\'aS done by the authority of his lodge and he signed the paper as 

Wor1hipjul l'rfaster cif the lodge. It can be just as well said that he under~ 

took to exercise the powers of a Grand Master as that he undertook to 

exercise those of a Provincial Grand Master. Bro. UPTON's statement which 
our brother has quoted is utterly erroneous. 

Referring to our criticisms of the case in which a Grand Master made a 

mason at sightj and the Grand Lodge declared his action void but confinned 
the work, he says-: 
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"He charges us with inconsistency when we disapproved the action of the 
G~nd Master of Nebraska in making a mason of his son at sight and approved 
the action of the Grand Lodge of Nebraska when it ordered that the irregu
larly made brother should be healed and pass the ordeal of the ballot. We 
must confess that we are unable to see the inconsistency." 

We understand that the action of the Grand ~odge of Nebraska was based 

upon its law ~hat a petition must lie over a given length of time and be acted 

upon in a given way, and that it decided that the action of the Grand Master 

was void because this law v.ras not followed, and then it proceeded to prescribe 
what should be done) and that the course which it did prescribe v.-a.s not in 

accordance with the law to which we have referred; and we hold that in un~ 

dertaking to heal the brother it just as much violated its Constitution as it 
claims that the Grand Master did. 

He holds that the requirement that a visitor shall not be admitted unless 

he produces a receipt for dues, is in violation of the old masonic law, and 

we agree with him. '\\' e have seen, however, that in some jurisdictions they 

n?t only require a receipt but require the receipt to bear the seal of the lodge! 

We would like to follow our brother through this report, but space forbids. 

NEW YORK, 1900. 

We have a volume of nearly seven hundred pages, nearly aU of it printed 

in very fine type. Of coutSe it will be impossible to review it, and V:'e can 

hardly expect to do more than to refer to some of the things which are in it. 

It contains portraits of the retiring Grand Master, \VRIGHT D. POWNALL, 

and of RoBERT R. LIVIl\GSToNE, Grand Master in the early days of the 

Grand Lodge. 

The Grand Officers took their places, and it having been ascertained that a 

constitutional number of lodges were present, the Grand Lodge was opened in 

ample form. 

Grand Master MooRE, of New Jersey, and several Past Grand Masters of 

that Grand Lodge. and Past Grand Master HENDERSO!<, of the Grand Lodge 
of Pennsylvania, were present as visitors. It has become quite a custom with 

the three Grand Lodges named to visit each other, and we deem the practice 

an exceedingly good one, and wish it would be more generally adopted. 

By a change in its Constitution, the Grand Lodge of New York meets on 

the same day on which our own Grand Lodge meets, the first Tuesday in May. 

Grand Master PoWNALL, in his able and well written address, gives a sum. 

mary of the numerical and financial strength, from which it appears that the 

membership in good standing is I01,548. This is the first time that the one 

hundred thousand mark has been reached by this Grand Lodge, and we believe 

that it stands alone in that distinction. 
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The financial exhibit is an exc_eedingly good one, as well as that of the Home, 

the total investment in which approximates $4oo,ooo. 

Of the state of the craft, he says: 
"V\'here peace abides, love vanquishes hate, and dL.,cord yields to harmony; 

the voice of factious opposition is silenced, and co-operation is the directing 
genius by which our poweriY are multiplied and comfort and happiness are 
diffused among the mass of the people. Our heavenly Father with infinite 
compassion, has heard and answered the craftsman's prayer, 'Let brotherly 
love prevail, and every moral and social virtue cement us. V\' e have inherited 
and conserved an honorable peace. We have dwelt in harmony and wrought 
in unity. And when the historian shall review the labors a1.1d the triumphs of 
our fraternity during the closing year of the nineteenth century, he will write 
that never in its history has the craft in this State been more united, never
have its aims been higher nor its ideals loftier, and never has its efficiency been 
greater for the performance of labors which may tend to the glory of our 
'beloved .Master/ and the exaltation of his Holy Name." 

At this point in his address he called up the Grand Lodge, and the Grand 

Chaplain offered a prayer of praise and thanksgiving. 

The list of the dead is a long one, and we give the names of only a part of 

them who were well known beyond their jurisdiction. Among them were 

GEORGE H. RAYMOND, for twenty-seven years Grand Lecturer, and since his 

active duties terminated, Grand Lecturer Emeritus; CHARLES SACKREUTER, 

who for many years has prepared the Report on Correspondence for the 

Foreign Grand Lodges, and the Grand Master well says that the craft of this 

hemisphere is greatly indebted to him; FREDERICK 'N. HERRI::iG, Past Grand 

Marshal, son of the late Grand Secretary }AMES HERRING; OscAR CoLEs, 

Past Grand Master, one of the oldest, if not the Senior; VliLLIAM HowEs 

SMITH, Representative of our Grand Lodge near the Grand Lodge of New 

York, a man highly respected and beloved in the community in which he lived, 

and an ardent and zealous mason; CHARLES E. IDE, Past Senior Grand \Varden, 

by whose death the fraternity throughout the country sustained a great loss, 

as he had scarcely entered upon a career, which, from his previous history, 

would have been a brilliant one, and whose death comes home to us as a severe 

personal affliction; and JEROME BucK, Past District Deputy Grand Master, 

well known as a writer, and well described "as a mason of the old school, 

fervent in his devotion to the institution, active in his efforts to promote its 

welfare and eloquent in his advocacy of its principles." 

After the Grand Master had announced these deaths, he called up the Grand 
Lodge, and the members remained standing while the Grand Secretary called 

the roll of "the honored and fraternal dead.,'' including not only those of New 

York, but brethren in other jurisdictions of whose death the Grand Master had 

received official notice. 

He gives a list of his dispensations, the large majority of which were to in

stall officers. "V''~ e make the same suggestion which we have already made, 

that the necessity for asking and obtaining such dispensations may well be 

dispensed with by proper provision in the by-laws. 
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Among the Representatives accredited to the Grand Lodge is that of 

GEORGE A. BENTON, Representative of this Grand Lodge, who was not pres

ent, but sent in an excuse, and was excused. 

He pays a:. deserved tribute to the labor of the historian, R. W. Bro. PETER 

Ross, whose labors in this respect have been of great value to the craft. 

We are also delighted to learn that the Grand Librarian, R. \V. Bro. ALEX

ANDER A. CLARK, has, during the year, inspected the volumes in the Grand 

Lodge library, eliminated the duplicates and filled blanks and revised the 

card cata1ogue. 

A large number of applicatipns for new lodges had been made, but a close 
examination of all the circumstances compelled him to decline all save two. 

A member of a lodge had been expelled for unmasonic conduct, and he 

brought an a(::tion in the Supreme Court for re-instatement and restoration. 

But th.e court held that as he :had been expelled and his expulsion confirmed 

by the Grand Lodge, that was final, and his comPlaint was dismissed. The 

opinion of the court is given in these Proceedings. 

We believe we noted laSt year that this Grand Lodge was not represented 

at the Washington Centennial Exercises. During the session, the Grand 

Master called a brother to the chair and made a statement of the reasons why 

the Grand Lodge waS not represented, and his action was unanimously ap

proved, but the reasons given are not stated. 

He issued, h?wever, a circular to the lodges, suggesting an observance of 

the day, and there was a very general observance of it by the lodges in the 

state, with addresses and appropriate ceremonies. Nearly two hundred pages 

of this volume is given to a report of them. 

He regrets to be obliged to announce that he had not been able to rescind 

the edict in relation to the Grand Lodge of '\V ashington, partly because 

the latter Grand Lodge had rescinded its edict against the Grand Lodge of 

Hamburg, and had postponed action upon a proposition to restore it. He was 

hoping, however, that it would be restored at the session of that Grand 

Lodge in 1900, but as we remember, action upon the proposition was still 
further postponed. 

He had a very curious case growing out of the conflict of la,~~,· in his juris

diction and that of Pennsylvania. The effect of a rejection in New Vork is 

now limited to one year. A candidate, who had been rejected some two or 

three years previously, applied to a lodge in Pennsylvania, and the Grand 

Master of Pennsylvania, in accordance with its laws, wrote to him request

ing him to inquire of the New York lodge whether it had "any masonic 

objection" to the acceptance of the petitioner by the Pennsylvania lodge. 

Grand Master PowNAL of course replied, that by the removal of the party 

from the State and the expiration of one year from the time of his rejection, 
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the lodge could legally take no action· upon it," but suggests that the matter 

remain the same as if he had never been rejected. 

The Grand Master says : 

"I gave him the assurance of the Grand Lodge of the State of New York 
that there V.'a.S no C?bjection _·within the State of New York to the initiation 
of the petitioner into a lodge in the State of Pennsylvania, and pointed out 
that the" aSsurance was given him by virtue of the constitutional provisions of 
the Grand Lodge of New York." 

But the Grand J\tlaster of Pennsylvania, holding, as we think, more strictly 

to the letter of the .law than the spirit, held, that under these circumstances, 

the Pennsylvania lodge could not receive its petition. 

The Grand Secretary reports that 677 lodges have paid up their tax on ac

count of the Hall and Asylum Fund, leaving 36 who are still required to pay 

fifty cents per capita annually. 

The report in relation to the Home shows that it has been tilled, and that 

an addition, that has been made to it, is likely to be filled in the near future. 

It seems to be in a very prosperous condition. The current expenses of the 

Home show a per capita cost for each inmate of $185.81 a year. The re

serve amounts to over $2oo,ooo. The plant has cost about $4oo,ooo. 

As already stated, the Grand Librarian has been very active in the discharge 

of his duties, and he has caused the library to be opened Saturday afternoons 

from 1.30 to 5-JO, a privilege which has evidently been higl"uy appreciated by 

the craft. 

The German Masonic Home, at Tappan, reports eighteen inmates and ap· 
pears to be in a flourishing financial condition. 

The Historian, R. W. Bro. PETER Ross, had devoted much time during the 

year to ascertain the members of the craft in New York who took part in the 

Revolutionary \Var, and in his report he gives some items of history very val

uable for the masonic _student, together with a list of 225 names of masons 

who had taken part in the war. He was disappointed that he was not able to 

make it larger because he was satisfied that there ,vere really more than three 

times thit number. 

A special committee also reported the names of brethren who had taken 

part in the Spanish War, and they are published in these Proceedings. 

The visitors from New Jersey addressed the Grand Lodge, to the great sat

isfaction of its members. 

A cut of the monument erected to Past Grand Master JoHN L. LEWIS is 

given. We are more than glad to note the completion of this enterprise for 

Bio. LEWIS was a central figure not only in the Masonry of New York, but of 

the whole country. 

The Grand Master called attention to the recent disastrous fire at Ottawa, 

and recommended that $z,ooo be appropriated and forvmrded at once. The 
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Cof!lmittee on Finance approved the recommendation, and it was unanimously 

adopted by the Grand Lodge by a rising vote. 

The question of jurisdiction in our large cities has come· to be an important 

one, and we quote the provision which was adopted at the present session in 

relation thereto. It will be noted that it is substantiaHy the same as this 

Grand Lodge has adopted in the case of Portland, and what used to be Deer

ing: 

"The jurisdiction of a lodge over candidates for initiation extends- oYer all 
persons residing nearer to it by an air line than to any other lodge within this 
jurisdiction, except that if there be more than one lodge in a village or city, 
those lodges shall have equal jurisdiction except in the city of X ew York. 
The local jurisdiction of a lodge in the Boroughs of Manhattan and Brooklyn 
in the city of New York shall embrace all candidates who reside in the terri
tory included within those boroughs respectively. Lodges in the Boroughs of 
Queens, Richmond, and the Bronx shall have the same jurisdiction as they 
had before the first day of January, 1898." 

In order to ascertain whether the Home has been economically managed, 

the committee had obtained the figures in relation to twelve State institutions 

of a similar character, and the average per capita cost in those for 1899 was 

$21 i.os, and the committee add: 

"When we consider that the inmates of the Masonic Home are our breth
ren, members of our own household, and not to be classed as paupers or crim
inals, and yet show that they are well fed, well cared for, well clothed, and 
happy, at considerably less expense than the pauper institutions of the State, 
your committee feel that the Fraternity is to be congratulated, and that the 
money it has raised for this noble institution has been carefully, judiciously, 
and economically administered." 

The committee recommended that a special building or addition to the 

building should be made, whereby the children will be taken care of separately 

from the others. 

The Committee on :Foreign Correspondence, through Past Grand Master 

A~THONY, made a brief special report on the V\i'ashington matter, dissenting 

utterly from the views presented by that Grand Lodge, and commending the 
action of the Grand Master, and Jeaving ful1 authority for the Grand Master 

elect to take any steps which he might find necessary to maintain the dignity 

of the Grand Lodge of New York. Vv-hen the committee wrote the report, 

they had hopes that the Hamburg matter would be settled at the session of 

the Grand Lodge of Washington in June, I9Qo, but this, as we have seen, was 

not done, as the matter went over for another year. 

A candidate who had peen several times rejected, and was finally made a 

mason, upon the statement that he had been rejected once about seven years 

before, was tried and expelled by the Trial Commissioners, and their action 

was sustained by the Grand Lodge. 
A fine portrait of Past Grand Master WRIGHT D. POWNALL was presented 

to the Grand Lodge, after the installation of his successor, in behalf of Chan

cellor Walworth Lodge, and accepted by it with thanks. 

I 

I 

I 
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The re}JQrtS of the District Deputy Grand Masters are brief, and do not 

embrace a report upon each lodge, but they are of a general character, and as 

a whole show that the lodges were in good condition in every respect. 

The Report on Correspondence (162 pp.) was presented by Bro. ]ESSE B. 

ANTHONY. In consequence of the change in the time of holding the session 

of the Grand Lodge~ he had not received the Proceedings of thirteen Grand 

Lodges in season to review them. 

He gives his usual valuable abstract, with interesting comments. 

Of the action of the Grand Lodge of Washington, he says: 

" While it is extremely unfortunate that our brethren of VV ashington could 
not have unequivoca11y repealed their action of 1898, without any provisos, 
yet it may not be prudently held, that the promulgation of certain principles 
will amount to nothing unless under them unmasonic application is made? 
Governed by its expressed adherence to the doctrine of exclusive Grand 
Lodge jurisdiction, it is not apparent to us that any overt act can or will be 
committed by our brethren of ¥lashington. 'VIle think it politic to accept the 
intent of the declaration by the Grand Lodge .of Washington, viz: the repeal 
of its former action recognizing negro masons, lodgesj and Grand Lodges, 
leaving for future consideration the effect of the principles promulgated." 

* * * * * * * * * 
"It is plain to be seen that the unsatisfactory nature of the declaration of 

the Grand Lodge of Washington (1899) in that, while repealing resolutions 
two and three, adopted in 1898, and, at the same time, re-affirming a principle, 
which, if carried into effect, would again re-establish the position held in 1898, 
will not be regarded \\rith favor by a majority of the Grand Lodges, and more 
especially those which had, previous to June, 1899, severed masonic inter
course. The Grand Lodge of Washington must fully withdraw from the un· 
tenable position assumed, honestly and fully accept the doctrine of exclusive 
Grand Lodge jurisdiction, and freely accord to all Grand Lodges their author
ity to supreme control over all masons and lodges within their several juris
dictions, and also their right to define the status of all persons and bodies pro· 
fessing to be masonic in character, which are located within their territorial 
boundaries. This right is unquestionable and must be so held and regarded 
by all Grand Lodges." 

Of course we agree with him, but we would emphasize a little more strongly 

the idea that before suspending masonic relations there should be an overt 

act. 

In relation to the principle of the Maine proposition, he says: 

" We will not discuss the principle of civil law enunciated, for the strict 
application thereof might have unsatisfactory results in some instances. We 
admit that each Grand Lodge legislates for those within its jurisdictional lines, 
but that fact would not prevent the establishment of a common understanding 
between Grand Lodges of giving the sam~ force to a rejection within its juris
diction, as held by the Grand Lodge, within whose_ jurisdiction the rejection 
miginally occurred. It appears to us that this would be in recognition of the 
law and regulations of any Grand Lodge holding to the principle of perpetual 
jurisdiction and preserve a comity of feeling between all Grand Bodies. The 
preservation of harmonious relations is of vital importance and should override 
any technical objection." 

In his review of Maine, he thus speaks of the address of Grand Master 

LocK&: 



450 Correspondence-North Carolina. 

"The Grand .1\-Iaster, in his pre.o:;entation of the Washington matter, gave 
prominence to the fact that the la-ws and regulations established by each Grand 
Lodge for the government of their subordinate bodies, and the membership 
owing obedience thereto, had been gradually growing nearer and nearer to 
each other. 'The comity existing between the several Grand Lodges in this 
cOuntry has always held that a person hailing from an irregular or clandestine 
lodge in any state should not be recognized or received as a mason by any 
lodge in another state.' His reply to the circular letter of Jan. 4, issued by 
M. W. Bro. Upton, most effectually controverted the claims advanced by the 
Grand Master of Washington." 

As we stated in the beginning of this review, it is utterly impossible to notice 

all the points of interest in this immense volume, and we have not beeri able 

to carry out, as fully as we desired, our plan to tell what there is in it. 

NO~TH CA~OLINA, 1901. 

V\'e have a portrait of M. ,V. Bro. HoRACE H. MUNSON, Grand Master in 

1876 and r877, and of ]OH~ W. GlDNEY, Past Senior Grand Deacon and a 

very active mason, serving as Master of his lodge for more than fifteen years 

and ,holding various offices in the Grand Lodge and standing high in the com

munity. In the death of Bro. MUNSON the craft everywhere suffered a loss. 

We have known him well through his service as a mason for over thirty years, 

and we fully indorse what the Grand Master says of him : 

"Brother Munson's devotion to Masonry and its teachings won for him the 
confidence, respect and Jove of aU who knew him, and, as a mark of the appre
ciation of his valuable services, he received the highest honors at the hands of 
the brethren. 'N e were all familiar virith his genial face, kindly disposition 
and wise suggestions_ He will be sadly missed in our councils. It is but 
meet that we should make a permanent record of our estimation of him as a 
citizen, friend, companion and brother." 

The brethren convened in the Masonic Hall~ and it appearing that a consti

tutional number of lodges were represented, the Grand Lodge was opened in 

affiple fornl. 

The Grand Master, B. S. RoYSTER, thus speaks of the state of the craft: 

" With but few exceptiol)s, earnest and hearty co~operation has been the 
watchword among the lodges. We have increased in numbers to a gratif-ying 
extent. The report of the Grand Secretary for last year showed JII lodges, 
with an aggregate membership of .I I,J6o. There has been an increase of 9 
in the number of lodges and a gain of 277 in membership. 

"I regard this as evidence of increased interest in what it means to be 
a mason in North Carolina." 

We are greatly gratified to find evidence all through this volume of the in

·creased ~rosperity of the craft in that jurisdiction_ 

He had made qui_te a number of decisions. Among them one that an E. A. 

cannot take the remaining degrees in another lodge except by the unanimous 

Consent Of the lodge in which he was elected, and that he can make applica

for these degrees at any time; in the particular case eight years had elapsed. 
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He decided that a party who had lost two fingers of his left hand is not 

thereby ineligible to the degrees of Masonry: but he also held in substance 

that artificial appliances cannot supply a defect which otherwise would render 

him ineligible. 

He also made the fol1o¥~i.ng decision, which was approved by the Grand 

Lodge: 

"A lodge has no light to assess its members for the purpose of building a 
hall, and if a member refuses to pay such assessment the lodge would have 
no right to exclude him." 

\Ve think this is in accordance with masonic law, but if a lodge builds a hall 

and runs in debt for it, 'Vl.'e presume that under the civil law-in that state, all 

the members would be holden as partners to pay any debt contracted in bui1d

ing it, and members would be liable to be assessed practically under the civil 

law if not under the masonic law. 

In that jurisdiction the :Master alone passes upon the pro:fi(_:iency of candi

dates. 

He says further: 

"It is but proper in this connection that I call to your attention that portion 
of the report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence of the Grand Lodge 
of ::\ ew York which refers to North Carolina. If we are in error, as the 
brother seems to charge, it is but proper that the same be corrected as early 
as possible." 

:From the report of the committee we understand that this refers to the fact 

that in 1865 the then Grand Master criticised the Grand Lodge of New York 

for the establishing of negro lodges in North Carolina. The criticism was 
based upon a blunder growing out of the want of infonnation by the Grand 

Master, as the pretended Gnlnd Lodge of New V ork which established those 

lodges was the negro Grand Lodge and not the regular -Grand Lodge. We 

noticed this in our report at the time and stated what the facts were1 and that 

the Grand Master of North Carolina had acted under an erroneous impression, 
and the information evidently came to him from other sources; and full state~ 

ments and explanations were made and an apololgy offered which we supposed 

closed the incident forever. But we find that the report of the committee on 

the Grand :Master's address in 1899 referred to this criticism of Grand Master 

READE's. The reference is unfortunate, although by the use of the word 

"alleged, the criticism is not really repeated; we regret that the matter should 

have been revived by the North Carolina committee, as it required some 

notice by the New York; committee; but the Grand Lodge of North Caw

lina had not the slightest intention of reftewing the mistaken charge of Grand 

Master READE's, but evidently only intended to endorse his sentiments _in rela

tion to the matter, if it had been true, and we sincerely hope that the frank re

port of the North Carolina committee this year will absolutely" close the inci

dent." 
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Grand Master RoYSTER speaks in high terms of the good that has been 

done by the Oxford Orphan Asylum, but he calls attention to the fact that 

there is a deficit in meeting the generous offer of Mr. DUKE, which was ac~ 

cepted by the Grand Lodge. Mr. Duke gave a sum of money for the purpose 
upon condition that the Grand Lodge should do something further, but it 

apparently has failed to fulfill it entirely, and that is the deficit to which the 
Grand Master aBudes. The Grand Lodge voted to borrow $z,soo to meet it, 

payable $500 annually. 
The Grand Secretary is pleased to report progress in the promptness and 

ac~uracy in which returns are made, and in this connection well says: 

"A lodge is always active and healthy as long as it is in a good finandaJ 
condition, but as soon as it falls behind in the payment of its dues to the 
Grand Lodge its members become lukewarm apd inactive, take but little inter
est in the welfare of the lodge, and they soon fall behind in the payment of 
their individual dues. This soon brings about a non-attendance upon the 
meetings of the lodge, and the lodge ceases to be _a benefit and blessing in the 
community and· will soon cease to exist." 

If he does not succeed in secu~ing prompt returns it will not be his fault. 

The Grand Librarian makes an earnest appeal for contributions to the 
Grand Lodge library. 

During the evening of the first day, Hiram Lodge celebrated its centennial, 
and an exceedingly valuable history, by Past Grand Master JoHN NicHOLs, is 
published with these Proceedings, and we are glad to find that it was also 

published separately. as it deserves a place among the historical documents of 
every masonic library. 

The reports, etc., in relation to the Oxford Home take up more than twenty 

pages of the Proceedings ; they show that it is doing a splendid work. 
v-wr e find upon examination of the report of the committee, that certain de

cisions of the Grand .!\faster were modified. The Constitution requires that a 

candidate shall have resided twel've months ·within the jurisdiction of a -lodge 

to which he applies before his application can be received ; and the Gra~d 

Master decided that when a man moves about from the jurisdiction of one 

lodge into the jurisdiction of another, although they are contiguous, still he 
must reside within the jurisdiction to "\\-·hich he applies twelve months before 

his petition can be received. To these decisions the committee add, "unless 

written permission shall be granted by the lodge from whose jurisdiction the 

candidate has removed." We object to this addition, as in direct violation of 
the law of territorial jurisdiction. After a candidate removes, the lodge from 

whose jurisdiction he has removed, loses all claim 'to him and has no tight, 

under the general law of Masonry, to give any "permission" whatever. The 

requirement of twelve months is undoubtedly in order that the lodge to which 

he applies may have some direct knowledge of the carididate, and if the word 

"permission " should be changed to " recommendation" there would not be 
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so much objection to it. Our views are in agreement with the decisions of 

the vast majority of the Grand Lodges, and the case between New York and 

Pennsylvania) to which we referred in our review of the former, illustrates our 

position. 

A large number of special communications of the Grand Lodge were held 

for the laying of foundation stones and other masonic work. In addition, St. 

John's Day was celebrated at the Oxford Home, on which occasion Bro. A. 

M. WAD DELL delivered a fine address. 

The Report on Correspondence (I 54 pp.) was presented by Bro. JoHN A. 

CoLLINS. As before, he gives a very fine abstract of the proceedings, with 

occasional comments. In his introduction he hopes that "the rank and file 

of the Fraternity· '"''iJI get in the habit of glancing over these reports, not for 

any merit in the compilation, but for the broadening and elevating influences 

which arise from seeing the good works of our brethren all over the world." 

He concludes that it is wisdom to go very slowly in granting recognition to 

the Grand Dieta. 

Of one matter he says: 

"Perpetual jurisdiction over rejected candidates is a subject to which re
newed attention is given, and the sentiment is growing that a time limit of five 
years or less is more just and masonic, and should be adopted." 

He thinks that the efforts to lessen the number of the anny of non-affiliates 

has produced no appreciable effect, and it seems probable that as Masonry 

grows in number so will non-affiliates. 

He utters the following word of caution, in which we fully agree; 

"The most surprising evolution in the craft within the last few years is the 
new zeal for the building of Masonic Homes for the care of aged and indigent 
masons, their widows and orphans. Many comparatively poor Grand Lodges 
have taken steps looking to the establishment of a Home or of creating a 
fund to be used in the future for the erection and maintenance of such a 
charity. The grov.rth of this sentiment has become almost a fad, and is a wide 
departure from the old and well-knov:n ways of dispensing masonic relief, but 
if any Grand Lodge is willing to build a costly Home and maintain it, the 
other Grand Lodges will applaud the benefaction, albeit not endorsing the 
plan." 

\!1;' e devote the most of our space to the. following from his review of Maine, 

replying to what we wrote last year in relation to a ruling of Grand Master 

LOCKE: 

"We thankfully accept Bro. Drummond's more correct phrase • new dis
qualification,' but we are still unable to see any sound masonic reason for the 
opinion of the Grand Master. All the world knows that the Roman Catholic 
Church is and has been, and in the nature of things, will' always be, an un
compromising enemy to Masonry. No matter who the Pope, Cardinal or 
Priest, the Church is hostile openly or covertly, as policy may dictate, to any 
organization that permits the freedom of conscience and of religious belief 
accorded by the masonic Fraternity. The Roman Catholic who wishes to 
become a mason knows that as soon as he presents his petition to a lodge he 

APP. JOG. L. 
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is, £fso facto, excommunicated from affiliation with the Church and its people 
and denied burial-Christian burial-in any Catholic cemetery. When such 
a man petitions to become a worshipper at the shrine of Ma .. :wnry he offers 
the strongest possible protest to the infallibility of Popes and to the reign of 
the Priests; and he is a not a Catholic, and is not so considered by the Church 
-he is henceforth only an apostate and outcast. If Grand Master Locke 
had been better informed as to the unvarying policy of the Catholic Church 

l 
~ 

in reference to the quondam nominal member, he would not have written the ~ 
concluding sentence-• on this account, if the applicant is a Roman Catho}ic, ~ 
I should deem it advisable not to receive his application.' This sentence 
implies a contingency which involves the most violent contradiction of terms. ~ 
He could not be a Catholic; if he were, he would never be made a mason, or ~ 
ask to be made .one. Supposing that this Catholic, who is not a Catholic at ~ 
aU, should be made a mason and afterwards repudiate the obligations assumed 
at the altar of Masonry, and be ·willing to disclose all the secrets in his posses- ' 
sion, what secrets cou1d he give away to the hurt of the craft? Ciphers with 
the stamp of authority of some Grand Lodges can be procured in the open 
market at a small price, and any man, priest or layman, may secure as many 
of them as he wants. 

"\Vhy dread the possible treason of one supposed to be a Roman Catholic ~ 
and have no fear of any other religionist? Although there is a suspicion of ~ 
sectarianism in the decision of Grand Master Locke and in the cautious phrase-
ology of the Jurisprudence Committee, the Grand Master and the committee ~ 
will find that this expressed hostility to one sect only-we will not call it bigot-
ry,............is just the kind of action which. will receive its most unqualified endor~e- ~ 
ment from the officials of the Catholic Church in the State of Maine. 

''We do not intend 'to carry coals to Newcastle,' and for that reason do not 
advert to the objections found in the genius and spirit and dogma of Masonry, 
but we do express the hope that Grand Lodge will recede from this danger
ous position and cease to give aid and comfOrt to the most ma.'3terful, untiring 
and unscrupulous enemy of Masonry in the whole world-the Roman Catholic 
Church." 

There are in the city of Bro. LocKE's residence several thousand Catholics, 

several churches, and it has been the home of a Bishop for many years. '\Vith 

due deference to our brother, we are forced to condude that Bro. LoCKE, who 

wrote for this jurisdiction, understood the matter of which he was writing better 

than, our brother does. As we understand the matter, he is utterly \Vrong in 

his statement about ipso facto excommunication. 'Ve know that a few Grand 

Lodges have self-exacting laws, but outside of them we know of no such laVt-s 

in any form of government of any kind; and we are informed on the best 

authority that the penalty of excgmmunication is never inflicted unless by 

special order and decree by those in authority. 'V\' e do know that in at least 

one case here in Maine a Catholic n·as refused, on his death bed, absolution 

unless and until he renounced Masonry. However, Bro. LocKE's remarks 

would not apply in any case according to our brother's theory, for if a candi

date avowedly renounces his religion before or by joining the masons, he is no 

longer a Catholic and the ruling would not apply. But however it may be in 

other sections of the country, in this section a Catholic who applies to become 

a mason expects and intends to continue a Catholic, or to pretend to, just the 

same as if he had not become a mason, and it was in reference to this class 

that Bro. LoCKE made his ruling. 
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\Ve object also in regard to our brother's statement in regard to ciphers. 

~r e doubt the correctness of it. In fact we know of no jurisdiction in which 

the statement is true. A few Grand Lodges have ciphers, it is true, but their 

use is by law directly limited and they cannot be procured "with the stamp of 

authority," as stated by our brother. But this is not our main objection to 

his argument. The logical effect of his argument is that on account of that 

fact it is of no consequence 'i.vhether the secrets of Freemasonry are kept by 

masons or not. Two wrongs do not make a right. Now we desire to assure 

our good brother that there is no bigotry nor sectarianism in this, because we 

have authority upon which we fully believe we can rely, that if a Catholic 

joins the masons he will not be excommunicated therefor, necessarily, but 

will be allowed time for choosing which he will renounce, his religion or 

.Masonry; and we do not believe that it is good policy to accept a man for a 

mason who vd.ll be placed in such a predicament. If he is ready to renounce 

his religion let him do so in advance and not undertake to serve tvlO masters. 

In the appendix is given an acco~nt of the celebration of the one hundredth 

anniversary of Hiram Lodge. 

We had intended to quote very fully from the historical address by Past 

Grand !\~laster JOHN XICHOLS, but are obliged to forego very largely our in

tention. 

When he comes to the time of the Civil War, his account of what happened 

in Raleigh is of the most intense interest. There were several hospitals in 
that city where sick and wounded men were brought for treatment. Many of 

these were masons. When they made themselves knmvn as such or were 

found out to be such, they received attention from their brethren. Many 

died and their brethren laid them away with loving hands. There was an 

association there known only to masons, and called the Masons' Relief Associa

tion. It was part of their rules that federal soldiers who were masons should 

receive the same attention as the confederate soldiers, whenever it was possible 

to reach them. 

He gives an interesting incident of the case of one federal prisoner, whom 

after the war he met in New Y ark. 

The day when federaJ troops occupied Raleigh was one of intense anxiety. 

Bro. NICHOLS says: 

., There was hope, fear and reJmcmg on that never-to-be-forgotten Thurs
day morning. Hope that the city would be saved from destruction; fear that 
some overt act might be committed by some rash or unthinking person that 
would pro\'Oke the ·wrath of the enemy and jeopardize the lives and property of 
the people; rejoicing by those who had grown sick and weary of the prolonged 
war and yearned for peace." 

He, with another man, applied to the .Provost Marshal for the protection of 

the masonic lodges, but the officer was not a mason and he questioned them 

for their reasons. '\Vhile discussing the rnatter with him, a young officer, a 
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Major, asked the Provost Marshal to assign to him the protection of the prop

erty of the masons in the city, and his request was granted, and measures 

looking in that direction were taken. Of what followed, he says: 

HOn Friday night, the 14th of April, 1865, the saddest calamity that ever 
befell the American people occurred in the city of Washington. It was the as
sassination of Abraham Linco1n, the President of the United States. The fol
lowing Monday evening, April r7th, was the regular meeting of Hiram Lodge, 
No. 40. There were present at this meeting quite a number of Federal offi
cers-masons of cOurse-and among them \\'aS the young Major who had inter
ested himself in giving us a guard for the protection of our property. 

"The news of the assassination had reached Raleigh late in the afternoon 
of that dciy, and it caused a profound sensation among the F'ederal troops. 
About dark there was a restlessness and spirit of insubordination manifested 
among the soldiers, and a riot was feared by the officers in command. In 
order to prevent such a calamity the guards at every street crossing were 
doubled, and messengers were sent up and down the streets to every place 
where the people might have assembled to warn them to at once disperse and 
repair to their homes. Hiram Lodge had just opened for busine~s. Suddenly 
we beard the hasty fvotsteps of some one ascending the stairs to the hall. and 
the low clanking of the sword of an officer. There was a rapid knock at the 
door, and I was requested to go to the ante-room. There I met a Federal 
Captain (a mason as I afterwards learned),* who hurriedly told me of the ex-. 
citement among the soldiers in camp and suggested that the lodge be closed 
and that the members go to their homes at once. Orders were promptly 
obeyed. 

u There are a few masons still living, perhaps some present this evening, 
who remember that terrible night. I say terrible night because the impend· 
ing danger of riot, murder and burning of the city was feared by every one 
who understood the condition of affairs. The \Vise and prudent management 
and strict discipline of the Federal officers prevented what might have been a 
calamity of most serious consequences." 

~'¥'This officer was Capt. W. C. Whitten, 9th Maine Regiment." 

Later on he met in Washington a gentleman who turned out to be the 

J.\."Iajor- who assisted them. He was then a member of Congress, and since 

Minister to China, and his name is EDWIN H. CoNGER. 

As we have already said, there is much more that I would like to copy, 

especially in relation to this portion of the history of this lodge, for we have 

rarely met a greater exemp1ification of the carrying out of the true principles 

of our Institution than was done in that city by our North Carolina brethren. 

NOR.TH DAKOTA, 1900. 

Vtfe have a portrait of M. Vl. Bro. )OHN A. PERCIVAL, the retiring Grand • 

Master. 
The Grand Secretary reported that a constitutional number of lodges were 

represented and the Grand Master opened the Grand Lodge. 

The Committee on Credentials was then appointed, but as they apparently 

made their report immediately, it is presumed that the report had really been 

made up in advance. 
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Grand Master PERCIVAL, in his address, congratulates his brethren upon the 

progress which his state had made dming the past few years; and of the con
dition of the craft, he says: 

" The past year has ~een one of general prosperity to the craft within this juris
diction~ and a great interest is manifest among the brethren. The officers of 
t,he several lodges are zealous and earnest in their work, and the brethren are 
enthusiastic and show great interest in the welfare and prosperity of our 
beloved Order." 

He had granted seven dispensations for new lodges, ,..,-hich returned their 

dispensations, and to each one of them a charter was granted. 

He gives in his address the report of M. \V. Bro. WII.LIAM T. PERKINS, 

P. G. M.! the delegate to the \Vashington Centennial Exercises. In common 

\vith all others, Bro. PERKINS speaks in high terms of the courtesy and hos

pitality of our Virginian brethren and of the impressive manner in which the 

ceremonies were performed. 

The five lodges to which charters had been granted the year before had all 

been constituted by the Grand Master or his Deputy. 

The tribute to the Grand Secretary is so well deserved that we copy it: 
"I am under great obligations to our Grand Secreta1·y for his valuable 

assistance. Too much credit cannot be bestowed upon him for his economi
cal management of the Grand Lodge business. To him we are indebted for 
our most excellent Library and for the vaiuable Grand Lodge Register. This 
alone is worth many ~imes its. cost, containing as it does, the masonic history 
of every member of the subordinate lodges from their existence to the present 
ttme. I trust the Grand Lodge will deal liberally with this office in appropri· 
ating sufficient funds to assist the Grand Secretary in his work, and to obtain 
large additions to the Library." 

The Grand Secretary's report shows that the returns of the lodg~s were 

made in good time, but that they involved a very large amount of correspond

ence, apparently consequent upon the adoption of the card system and the 

method of keeping the register. He believes, however, that this difficulty ·~.rill 

not exist to any great degree in the future. 

The Grand Lodge provided a card tray for each Jodge, in which the cards 

containing the membership of that lodge were put, and they together with the 

index books transmitted to each lodge, for which it was to pay at the rate of 

five cents for each card and the aetna) cost of the other artides furnished, and 

the Grand Secretary had received from this source an amount of $562.32. 
He reported also returns made from the Military Lodge u. D. in the Philip· 

pine Islands. They retumed $7 28.4 5 in cash, from which had been deducted 

$30, for fees not earned by the Military Lodge and returned. He had printed 

a formal waiver of jurisdiction and issued it, on application, to all who had 

been elected in the Military Lodge, and who desired to complete the degrees. 

The visiting book of the lodge was turned over to the Grand Lodge, in 

which were recorded the names of brothers from almost all parts of the world. 
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He reports additiOns to the library, although but little attention 'had been 

paid during the year to it, but he hoped that the next year the library would 

be used and arranged so as to be seen in its entirety. 

He had had charge during the year of fitting up the new offices of the 

Grand Secretary, and had spent considerable time in this service; but we 

judge that his preference would be to do the work of the Grand Secretary's 

office than to have another similar experience himself 1 

The Grand Lecturer had had a "school" in 34 lodges and 13 districts, so 

that 47 out of 55 lodges had had the advantage of one of these schools, and 

he believes that they were profitable for the craft. 

The matter of the most interest, not only to masons,- but to all citizens who 

take an interest in public events, was the report of the Master of the Military 

Lodge. Although the regiment remained some time in San Francisco, of 

course the lodge was not opened until they arrived at Manila, and as the 

regiment was called into active service at once, it. was not until August ZI, 

t8g8, that a meeting was held for organization, and then, practically, meetings 

were held every Wednesday and Sunday, and were largely attended as well 

as very enthusiastic. 

The Templar toast was drank on Christmas Day with about twenty-five 

Sir Knights in attendance. 

He reports that there was formerly a masonic lodge in Manila, but the 

church and government antagonized it and it was finally obliged to succumb. 

There was ·a society, however, among the natives which used many .of our 

emblems and means of recognition, and it required considerable care to dis

tinguish them from regular masons. 

They had one hundred applications and were obliged to refuse many others 

on account of lack of time to give them attention. They were unable to con

fer the third degree, for when they were preparing to do it, the regiment was 

called into the field. They conferred the first degree on ninety-one candidates, 

the second degree on sixty-two, and twenty-three brethren joined by affilia

tion. One meeting of the lodge was interrupted by an attack of the insur

gents; it was the only time when they undertook to hold a lodge in the field, 
and he thinks the incident will be long remembered as the first on record in 

which a candidate was initiated " under fire." 

The usual business of the Grand Lodge was transacted very harmoniously, 

the Committee on Grievances having nothing to do. 

The following was adopted in relation to the brethren who received the 

degrees in the Military Lodge: 

u That the adoption of this report be a direction to the Grand Secretary to 
notify each member of the ' Military Lodge ' that he is entitled to receive, 
upon application to the Grand Secretary therefor, a certificate of his former 
membership in the ' Military Lodge,' and, where he has since affiliated with 
no other lodge, of his present membership in the Grand Lodge A. F. & A. 
M. of the julisdiction of North Dakota." 
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It may be remembered that in 1898, a resolution was adopted requiring 

every lodge to present a copy of the Morals and Dogmas of the Symbolic 

Degrees, as compiled by Bro. PIKE, but at this session the 1esolution was 

repealed. We do not know whether the Grand Lodge itself supplied these 

books to the lodges, but ~·e notice that the expense of two hundred copies 

was charged in the report of the Grand Secretary, and we do not find that he 

credited anything as received on their account. 

An attempt to have the Grand Lecturer hold a School of Instruction in 

every lodge during the year failed, and while the record is a little uncertain, 

we believe the following resolution was finally adopted : 

'' Resol11ed, That in the future any particular lodge, asking for a special 
school of instruction, shall pay in addition to the expenses and fee of $5.00 
per day the further sum of the railroad fare or livery hire from the point where 
the Grand Lecturer starts to the particular lodge holding such special school 
of instruction and return." 

There was no Report on Correspondence. 

NOV A SCOTIA, 1900. 

The Chairman of the Committee on Credentials, who bad evidently been 

appointed the year before, reported a constitutional number of lodges repre

sented. and the Grand Master opened the Grand Lodge. It immediately 

formed in procession and marched to St. Paurs Church, where an eloquent 

and instructive sermon was preached by Past Grand Chaplain REGINALD H. 
BuLLoCK. At the close of the services, the Grand Lodge Te-formed in pro

cession and maTched back to the hall and called off until afternoon. 

The Grand Master, THOMAS B. FLJNT, deliveTed an exceedingly interesting 

address. His reference to public events and to the hopes for peace were well 

timed and eloquent. 

Of the condition of the craft he says: 

" I congratulate you, brethren, and the lodges generally upon the masonic 
prosperity which has attended your labors during the year. Nothing has 
occurred to disturb the perfect harmony which should always subsist among 
us. Our financial position has improYed.· One thousand dollars has been 
paid on the debt, and the Treasurer's report shows a comfortable balance of 
seventeen hundred and ninety dollars on hand. 

·• A substantial gain in the lodge membership of one hundred and eleven 
attests to much faithful work done, and to the gratifying fact that our craft 
has retained its attractions for intelligent and high-minded men. Almost 
every lodge in the jurisdiction has shared in this success. Some, however, 
under circumstances of no little difficulty, nobly work on, hoping for· better 
times." 

He calls the attention of the brethren to the report of the Committee on 

Foreign Correspondence, as the result of much careful labor, and as valuable 

and interesting, and he says: 
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"No mason in this jurisdiction who desires to keep himself informed- upon 
the progress and development of Freemasonry can afford to neglect a study 
of this report. 

"It affords what might be tenned, (a bird's eye view' of the "-arious Grand ~ 
Lodges, their proceedings, and the movements taking place in the masonic 
world. It furnishes vivid portraits of the distinguished brethren, who, from 
time to time, are called upon, in responsible offices, to guide the destinies of 
the craft. It directs attention to the mines of intellectual and moral wealth 
stored in the volumes yearly given to the world by the various masonic grand 
bodies. It embalms the names and life's story of the beloved and lost brother 
masons whose efforts for the benefit of Masonry and tl_leir fellowmen have 
made the memory of their virtues holy and imperishable possessions of their 
surviving brethren. 

"A study of the report of proceedings for the last year v.rill show that ' 
Masonry stands firm upon the foundation of truth, justice and brotherly Jove, 
and that as long as masons are faithful to their professions and the principles 
of the craft, it cannot perish from the earth, but must go forvmrd with ever
increasing power and influence." 

He announced the death of their Grand Chaplain, R. W. Bro. Rev. RICH

ARD AVERY, weB known and much beloved, and who had been permanent 

Grand Chaplain since 1883. 

He attended the ~ra:shington Centennial Exercises, of which he speaks in 

highest tenus_ We are indebted to him for relieving the monotony of our 

journey, as we had the good fortune of traveling with him from Boston to 

Philadelphia. 

Of the result be says: 

" Such an event cannot but greatly tend to strengthen the bonds of regard 
and affection with which the Grand Lodges of Canada and those of the Great 
republic are bound together.'' 

On his journey to and from Vv-ashington, he visited Mt. Moriah Lodge in 

Cambridge, and ~1assachusetts Lodge in Boston, and was very greatly pleased. 

He refers to the fraternal visit made by l\lt_ Olivet Lodge, of Cambridge, to 

Scotia Lodge, of Yarmouth, last year, and he had ·tendered the lodge a cordial 

invitation to come again. 

He had had occasion to perform some official duties, but his absences had 

been so long and so frequent that the Deputy Grand Master had the larger 

part of the duties in this respect to perform : his acts were chiefly of local 

interest, although he had visited a large number of lodges, and speaks in high 

terms of the condition in which he found the brethren. 

In his reporf, the Grand Secretary says: 

" Considering the whole year's masonic work, the cqndition of all the lodges 
is better and more hopeful th?,n ever before. Lodges having amounts to their 
credit i,n banks; others able to pay up all the demands on them for Grand 
Lodge dues, and some of the weaker lodges have shown proof of progress 
and financial strength which must be pleasing to all lovers of our Order. 

'"May I be pennitted to add, that aJl D. D. Grand Masters and other Grand 
Lodge officers should by all means visit the smaller lodges, giving them words 
of ·counsel and encouragement ; as for the larger and stronger lodges they can 
stand partial neglect better than the lodges financially and numerically_ weak.H 
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Bro. \\"~"ILLIAM Ross has been Secretary quite a number of years, but in 

consequence of his public duties he had to decline re-election; but the craft 

were glad to learn that he still would retain his interest in Masonry1 and that 

he would be ever ready to a.o;;sist them in their labors. 

The reports of the District Deputies are comparatively brief, but show very 

fully the condition in which they found the lodges and the prosperity of 

Masonry in that jurisdiction. As we understand it, the system is the same 

which we have here in Maine, and nearly all the lodges were visited officially. 

The committee appointed to consider the consolidation of the Grand 

Lodges of Prince Edward Island and Nova Scotia, reported that little prog

ress had been made in the matter1 because the other committees had been ap

pointed to consider the consolidation of the three Grand Lodges in the Mari

time Provinces. 

The matter of the hall was not so favorable as could be wished, several 

bodies being largely in arrears for rent and evidently unable to pay, and there 

was likely to be quite a loss on that account. 

The Report on Correspondence ( 134 pp.) \VaS prepared by Grand Master 

FLI"KT and R. \V. Bro. THOMAS MowBRAY, each subscribing his initials to his 

review. 

As before, the report is an exceedingly carefully prepared reference to the 

more important proceedings of other Grand Lodges, emphasized by extracts. 

He quotes fully the remarks of Grand Master LocKE in relation to the pay

ment of dues. 

In his review of Maine, referring to the Washington matter, he says: 
"The introductory pages of this review contain a very able and thorough

ly- convincing argument on the questions raised by the Grand Lodge of 
'rVashington on the now celebrated' Negro Masonry' declaration of that Grand 
Lodge. The complete and crushing vindication of the action of the various 
Grand Bodies in denouncing the action of \i\lashington Grand Lodge con
tained in this argument finally disposes of the matter. Nowhere have we 
seen a better summary of the case. The language of censure upon the parties 
who precipitated the question into masonic controversy is strong, but none 
too strong, and is thoroughly justified," 

We quote this because it is well known that the originator of the disturb

ance expected that the English and Canadian Grand Lodges in particular 

would sustain his views. In his review of Vlashington, Brother FLI~T says 

further: 

"While we recognize the ability and force with which the Grand Master 
revie,.,.-s the various criticisms on the action of the Grand Lodge of Washing
ton on the subject above alluded to, we do not feel justified in recapitulating any 
portion of it. Suffice to say that he complains that the action of the Grand 
Lodge of Washington has been generally misunderstood, and consequently 
misrepresented; that in some respects actual ~hostility' to the Grand Lodge 
of "' ashington has been manifested. \V e cannot agree v.:ith the latter viev,c, 
though possibly in some cases language has been used in opposition to the 
claims of the Grand Lodge of Washington which certainly is open to the 
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charge of intemperance. VVe are, however, of the opiniOn that the Grand 
Lodge of Washington was unfortunate in its method a_<; well as in its expression. 
It took a stand which requires too much explanation to render it acceptable 
to those who would be affected by it in other jurisdictions, and which raised a 
storm in its character most threatening to that harmony which should pre
vail behveen the various Grand Bodies on this continent. If there has been 
misunderstanding we are of opinion that on the part of the Grand Lodge 
ot \Vashington it has misunderstood the position of many of those who disagree 
vd.th its position. The Grand Lodges do not deny the sovereignty of \Vash-
ington, but they insist that if sovereignty is so exercised as to recognize as 
'legitimate' masons who are denounced as ~clandestine' in other. Grand 
Lodges, conflict cannot be avoided. However, we are glad to know that for 
the present the controversy, in its more acute phases at least, is closed." 

OHIO, 1900. 

Our Ohio brethren give us a portrait of M. W. Bro. E. L. LYBARGER, the 

retiring Grand Master. 

The Grand Officers took their places and the Grand Master opened a lodge 

of Master Masons with the Grand Officers in their respective stations, and 

appointed a committee to examine brethren, and a Committee on Credentials. 

The Committee on Credentials immediately .made a partial report, stating 

that there was a constitutional number of representatives of subordinate 

lodges present, and thereupon the Grand Master declared the Grand Lodge 

opened in ample form. It was welcomed on behalf of the city by ex-Mayor 

JoHNSON and ex-Governor BusHNELL, to whom the Grand Master replied. 

He then announced the standing committees, after which he proceeded to 

deliver his address. 

He welcomes and congratulates the brethren and refers briefly to the pro

gress which the Grand Lodge has made during the 91 years of its existence, 

with appropriate observations in relation to the work that Masonry had done, 

and is to do. 

He highly commends the work of the District LectUJers, saying that it has 

been verY satisfactory and that their usefulness is plainly manifest. 

He gives an account of his routine acts, among which was the granting of a 

large number of dispensations for the installation of officers out of time. 

As we have already stated in this report, we are abundantly satisfied that 

it would save trouble and be just as safe to provide for such contingencies in J 
the by-laws. 

He had issued two dispensations for new lodges and caused those chartered 

In the preceding session to be constituted. 

He had publicly dedicated one hall on an occasion of much interest, and 

others had been dedicated by his special deputies as well as by himself. 

Several corner stones had been laid by his deputies. 

He was present at the Washington Memorial Exercises and speaks highly 
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of the response of Bro. BROMWEI.L in behalf of the Grand Lodge, and all who 

were present on that occasion v.;i11 agree with him. 

He reports that litigation had been commenced in relation to the title to the 

Masonic Hall, formerly o~'tled by one of the spurious lodges, the purpose 

being to test the title. 

It was reported to him that one of the Ohio lodges had made a mason of a 

party who had been twice rejected in Pennsylvania, and in violation of the law 

of Ohio as well. Upon the facts coming to his knowledge, he directed the 
lodge to file charges and try the party for his false representations. The 

lodge did not do that, but appointed a committee to investigate the matter 

and made a long report in defence of its action. It -was not satisfactory to 

him and he appointed the Grand Secretary a committee to investigate the 

matter fully and report to the Grand Lodge. 

In the.particular case the question as to what comity would require towards 

the .Pennsylvania lodge is not necessarily involved, for as the case was re

ported, the party had been rejected so recently that the Ohio lodge would not 

have jurisdiction in the case. We shall probably refer to this later on in the 

report. 

The Grand Secretary reports a very full compliance with the law in relation 

to making returns, although many of them came in late and two of them were 

so defective that he felt obliged to report them, not having received satisfac. 

tory answer to his letter of inquiry, although at the last moment, in reply to 

a telegram, the balance of the dues was ·sent to him but without any explana· 

tion. He emphasizes the evils growing out of these delays, and urges Secre

taries to make the returns out promptly. 

He gives the usual summary of membership, which shows a large increase, 

with the remarkable fact that there had been so more affiliated, so fewer 

deaths, and 230 fewer suspended for non-payment of dues. 

The cash received had been sufficient to enable the Grand L~dge to make 

an additional donation to the Masonic Home, and he suggests that as t~e per 
capita tax is nearly sufficient for the running expenses of the Home, that the 

donation shall be added to the permanent fund, saying that if this is done for 

a few years the interest of the fund will support the Home to the extent that 

the Grand Lodge can reduce the per capita tax from 6o to 30, or even 2 5 cents. 

He congratulates the Grand Lodge on what had been the banner year in 

its history. 

The Trustees of the :Masonic Home made an interesting report, showing 

that the inmates are 61 men, 28 women, 25 boys, and 23 girls, making a total 

of '37· 
Many improvements are needed for which money of course is wanted, but 

the Trustees have faith that the generosity which has made possible the erec. 

tion of the Home will also make it possible to have all the needed improve

ments. 



Correspondence-0 hio. 

A large amount of routine business in relation to amendments of by-laws, 

to charters, and especially in relation to duplicate charters, was transacted. 

The following will show the action in relation to duplicate charters : 

" The brethren of Scioto Lodge, No. 6, being desirous of retaining their 
original charter, which has become faded and somewhat mutilated, ha,re pre
pared a duplicate thereof, and request that the Grand Secretary certify, under 
the seal of the Grand Lodge, that said duplicate is a true and correct copy of 
the said original charter. Your committee recommends that this request be 
granted, and that both of said charters shall be returned to said Scioto Lodge, 
No. 6, after the Grand Secretary shall have attached the necessary certificate 
to the duplicate." 

The committee on the library reported in relation to the gift which Bro. S . 

. STACKER WILLIAMS had made the year previous. There were in all about 

4,]00 volumes, and from a masonic standpoint, the collection is one of im

mense value, and the Grand Lodge of Ohio is to be warmly congratulated 

upon the receipt of this magnificent gift. 

When we come to the report of the Committee on Jurisprudence on the 

Pennsylvania case, we find that it is rather a curious one. The party applied 

before the three years had expired, but also before he had lived one year 

within the jurisdiction of the lodge, but this was not apparently discovered 

by the officers of the lodge until after he had been elected, and thereupon they 
refunded the fee. But after the expiration of the year, and as it happened 

after the expiration of the three years during which time he was ineligible, 

without any other petition or ballot, the officers ot the lodge commenced con-

ferring the degrees on him. But the committee concluded that there was no 

fraud on the part of the candidate, but that it was ignorance of the masonic 

law on the part of the officers. The committee, however, say: 

"Its subsequent action in making the applicant a mason had no more sanc
tion in masonic law than if it had invited a gentleman to come off the street 
and receive the degrees without petition, committee, or ballot." 

Still later on in their report, while they censure the lodge very severely, 

they say further: 4 
"Your committee finds no fault in all this matter resting upon Bro. Bole, 

and nothing derogatory to his character. They see no reason to disturb his 
masonic standing; and if he acted in good faith, the precedents of this Grand 
Lodge do not require action against him." 

Apparently the committee and the Grand Lodge leave him, as the Grand 
Lodge supposed they had left him, a mason in good standing. 

However, they decided against the claim of the Grand Lodge of Pennsyl
vania, that the candidate was not eligible to be made a mason in Ohio without 

the consent of the lodge in Pennsylvania which rejected him. 

The Report on Correspondence, (Pages 313), was presented by Bro. VlrL

LIAM .M. CuNNINGHA~l, and is another of his almost wonderful reviews of 

the important proceedings of the other Grand Lodges. 

l , 
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In his introduction he urges that the first degree should be restored to its 

original condition, and that an E. A. should be a member of the lodge '\\ith 

• the right to ballot, and apparently with all other rights. He charges the 

change to the Baltimore Convention of 1843· As a matter of fact, however, 

the law adopted at that convention had prevailed in many jurisdictions previ

ous to that time, and we have always understood that the chaf!ge was in ac

cordance with the usage of the majority of the Grand Lodges there represented. 

Our own view is to avoid both extremes, and while we should not make an 

E. A. a member of the lodge, but require him to serve a while before he should 

be such a member, according to the ancient idea, still we hold that he is a 

mason and entitled to advancement, unless cause is shrrnm why he should not be 

adv'"anced. 

He thinks that this was copied from the modem organization. We doubt 

it, but think that the modem organization copied from Masonry. 

When Portland Lodge was instituted in 1769, the Master's Lodge was en

tirely distinct from the other lodge; it met at different times and kept a sep· 

arate record; unfortunately that record has been lost, but there are occasional 

references .which clearly show that the old idea of a Master was kept up in the 

early days of that lodge. 
In his introduction he also refers to military lodges and of the history of 

Bro. GoULD'S, he says: 

"This however, is no~r rendered entirely unnecessary at their hands, as our 
Eminent Frater, Robert Freke Gould, the Masonic Historian, has treated the 
subject exhaustively in his late publication on Military Lodges,* which is 
within the reach of all masonic students, and precludes the necessity of its 
further consideration by your committee." 

:It<"' l11Uitary Lodges: The Apron and the Sword, or Freemasonry underArms, bei11g an 
account of lodges in Regiments and Ships of War, and of Famous Soldiers and Sailors (of all 
Countries), who have belonged to the Society, together with biographies of distinguished Mili
tarv and Naval Brethren, and anecdotes showing the influence of Ma.sonry in Warlare. By 
RObert Freke Gould, London: Gale and Folden, Ltd., 2 Amen Corner, Paternoster Row, E. c. 
and Aldershot. [ 'jS. r " 

'-iVe most heartily concur with him in the high opinion of this work which 

he expresses. 

'Vhen we come to his review of separate Grand Lodges, we can of course 

only refer to an occasional paragraph. 

Replying to Bro. 'VHITCOMB, of Alabama, he says: 

" In his review of California, he refers to La Gran Dieta of Mexico, and 
asks, 'What is the Gran Dieta made up of,' and what would be it_-; status 
when recognized by other Grand Bodies? In the opinion of your committee 
any other independent Grand Lodge would be its peer in every respect. Its 
subordinates simply become Provincial Grand Lodges, similar to those of 
England, Ireland and Scotland, which, not being independent Grand Bodies, 
have no interchange of representation with other Grand Bodies, and no offi
cial recognition except through the Grand Lodge to which they are subordi
nate . 

.. The constituent Grand Bodies of the' Grand Lodge League,' or' United 
German Grand Lodges,' have, in their union under a controlling body, placed 
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themselves in a very similar position, and have thereby deplived themselves 
of the status of an independent Grand Lodge." 

In his review of Colorado he devoted considerable space to the Cerneau• 

matter. In our view he has made a mistake. To use a homely phrase, we 

do not think" the game is worth the powder." 

Of the present practice in Pennsylvania, he says: 

"Under the head of Pennsylvania, he very justly thinks that' the distinction 
between the Grand Lodge and Grand Master is very finely drawn' when the 
Pennsylvania Committee declares that 'the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania 
has never perlormed any masonic work in public and never will,' although the 
Grand Master of Masons in Pennsylvania, assisted by the officers of the Grand 
Lodge, had, as such, laid the comer stone of the State Capitol building at 
Harrisburg with the masonic ceremonies usual in such cases. . 

"In the opinion also of your committee, this is merely 'a distinction with
out difference,' particularly when it is considered how many public functions 
have in the past, been officially performed by the Grand Master of 1\IIasons in 
Pennsylvania, often, too, with great parade <;tnd eclat, and advertised as 
masonic ceremonials ; and this, also, in a jurisdiction where the declaration 
even of a decision by the Grand Master makes it a law without the necessity 
of any subsequent confirmation by the Grand Lodge. 

"The official action, therefore, of the Grand Master in such cases, is evi· 
dently public masonic work had under the auspices of Grand Lodge, as it is 
performed by virtue of the official character and prerogatives of the Grand 
Master, and whose official acts by natural inference so declare it, without re· 
gard- to any formal opening of Grand Lodge therefor, although that is with 
evident propriety customary in perhaps all other Grand ] uri.sdictions." 

Of the law of his own Grand Lodge in relation to suspension and expulsion 

for non-payment of dues, he well says: 

"A close observation of the operation of this law in Ohio for more than 
forty years has satisfactorily demonstrated, to the writer at least, its absolute 
inability in accomplishing the end desired, and the many years in which the 
'may be expelled' of the old regulations was more liberally construed by the 
brethren, and even seldom enforced in some lodges in Ohio, was no more, if 
not less, productive of non-affiliation than the iron-clad 'shall be expelled' 
construction since insisted upon. 

'' 

•: It is to be hoped that all of these 'extreme penalty' relics of barbarism in 
our legislation will, sooner or later, be expunged from our regulations, and 
that the stronger bonds of brotherly love in its truest sense will prevent non-
affiliation and any such arraignment of a brother unless it is established beyond 4 
any doubt that he wilfully refuses to contribute to the legitimate expenses of -~ 
subordinate or Grand Lodge when perfectly able to_ do so." 

We had intended to copy from his review of \Vashington, but as that inci

dent is pretty nearly closed, we do not deem it Worth while to devote more 

space to it than we have already done. 

OKLAHOMA, 1901. 

These Proceedings have the portrait of M. \V. Bro. \VILLIAM M. ANDER

SON, the retiring Grand Master. 

The Grand Master" congregated the Grand Lodge," and the Grand Officers 

assumed their stations, and having satisfied himself that the i:eprese~tatives of 
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a constitutional number of chartered lodges ":.ere present, he proceeded to 

open the Grand Lodge in ample form on "the third degree of Masonry." 

In his address, Grand Master ANDERSON says: 

"Since our last annual communication the progress of Freemasonry has 
been most satisfactory in our jurisdiction ; prosperity has attended us in all 
our labors and throughout all our borders, and in view of the manifold 
blessings we have been permitted to enjoy, not only as masons, but as citizens 
of our most highly favored commonwealth, and especial1y as citizens of our 
most favored Territory, it becomes us, before entering upon our Ninth Annual 
Communication, to most reverently, '''ith gratitude, acknO\.vledge the infinite 
v.isdom and gracious goodness of the Grand Architect of the Universe who 
doeth aJI things well, and to whom we are indebted for all that we have and 
are." 

He gives a review of the progress of the Grand Lodge during the past 

eight years of its existence, showing a very rapid growth, and he says further 

that the increase for 1900 had been greater in most respects than in any other 

year. 

He had granted dispensations for nlne new lodges. 

He announced quite a number of decisions, but none of such general interest' 

as to require notice. 

"\Ve quote the fo1lo\ving as eminently correct and deserving of attention 

everywhere : 

" I find a sentiment, very strong, prevailing among our lodges, that a brother 
when elected Junior Warden, should be advanced each year until he is Iviaster, 
and consequently of electing a new Master every year. My observation has 
thoroughly convinced me that this sentiment of rotation in office is an injurious 
one, and in many instances leads to dire calamity in the lodge. If the lodge 
has found a Master who is proficient in the ritual, and otherwise well qualified 
to rule and govern his lodge with regularity and justice, it should not make 
him vacate the Oriental Chair, after one year's experience, simply because the 
"\Vardens or others of his lodge are ambitious to write P.M. after their names 
and wear a Past Master's jewel. A good Warden does not always make a 
good Master. 

"A Master of a lodge, in my judgment, should be able to correctly confer 
the degrees, and give the lectures, as adopted by the Grand Lodge; should be 
versed in Masonic Law and History. He should be familiar with the Consti
tution and By-Laws of the Grand Lodge, the By-Laws of his own lodge, and 
the general regulations of Masonry, and should enforce them; and when pre
siding he should insist that dignity and decorum be observed, and should not 
permit hilarity, heated discussions, nor any speech or debates which might 
mar the peace and harmony of his lodge. These things cannot be, and are 
not accomplished in a year. 

"Grand Lodge cannot legislate upon this subject, but I refer to it in the 
hope that the erroneous impression prevailing among the craft, that rotation in 
office is right, and one of our customs, may be corrected, and to call to their 
minds that the universal standard of our Order for preferment is: 'He who 
best can work and best agree.'" 

\\' e fear that the practice is growing, but the attention of the craft is being 

aroused to the evils of it, and they will be likely to provide a remedy. Quite 

a number of years ago, our Grand Lodge found a remedy, and our Grand 

Chapter is folloViring in the same direction. 
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The report of the trustees of the Home fund, show that it had made some 

increase during the year, but not so much as the committee had hoped. V.l e 

think it will be many years before it will be "good businesss" for: this Grand 

Lodge to have a Home, but the raising of a fund for it is all right, for they 

may keep on and have the fund ready, so that they will not have to indu a 

debt when the proper time comes for them to enter upon the matter in earnest. 

The Grand Lodge sustained the Grand Master in replying to the Grand 

Master of Texas to the effect that in Oklahoma a rejection in another juris· 

diction did not debar a lodge in his jurisdiction from accepting a candidate. 

An. jmmense amount of routine business was transacted, inte1ligent1y and 

harmoniously. 
The Grand Orator delivered a brief but practical address. 

Vtle notice that a per capita tax of 25 cents was laid, for the benefit of the 

Home fund. 

The Report on Correspondence ( r88 pp.) was presented by Bro. }AMES S. 

HUNT, Grand Secretary. 

It is a capital report of the principal matters in the proceedings of other 

Grand Lodges. He makes occasional comments. 

We concur with the fol1o·wing, except we believe that the laws referred to 

are an infringement of the rights of individual~ rather than the rights of 

lodges: 

"VVe beg to modify the above by saying that we would not for a moment 
have it understood that we hold, that lodges have the right to receive as vis
itors, or to accord a masonic burial to any but legitimate masons. In other 
words, ,.,.-e believe it is an infringement of the inherent right of lodges for the 
Grand Lodge to enact laws defining the number of times a legitimately made 
mason may visit a lodge, who has not been debarred from the rights and priv
ileges of Masonry by due trial and a conviction of a masonic offence." 

Referring to the law of Idaho, in relation to non-affiliates, he says: 

""'N e regret to add, that this recommendation carried no weight with the 
Grand Lodge, as it directed the Grand Master to enforce the law and requir-

1 

I 

ing subordinate lodges to enforce the law-especially providing that the VVor- • 
shipful Master should personaUy see to the matter and see that the Junior ~ 
\Varden prefers charges. To us this seems the most pernicious law that 
has come to our knowledge. 

""The injustice of a law that will permit a lodge to reject a non-affiliated 
brother for membership and at the same time expel him for not becoming a 
member, is too potent for our concurrence." 

We are glad to notice these views, as we have perceived a tendency among 

the younger Grand Lodges to follow in the lead of those whose laws are se

vere in this direction. 

In his review of Maine, he states that he had supposed that the practice of 

examining candidates ill the preceding degrees -before advancement '\\'aS cus

tomary in all Grand Lodges. So it has been, but the old practice was for the 

examination to be made by the Master, and an examination in open lodge is a 

matter of very recent origin. 
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VV e would gladly go on further, but our time fails us and the printer wants 

"copy." \Ve only desire to express our great gratification in perceiving that 

this young Grand Lodge is grovdng in prosperity and is maintaining the good 

reputation which it has acquired in the past; much of this is undoubtedly due 

to the earnest and able efforts of its Grand Officers. 

OREGON, 1900. 

The frontispiece is a fine portrait of JoHN MILTON RonsoN, the retiring 

Grand Master. We are very glad to see it, for we have been in correspond

ence with our Most VVorshipful Brother for nearly thirty years . 

..._ The Grand Officers took their places and the Grand Lodge was opened in 

ample form. Then a Committee on Credentials was appointed, which, after a 

recess of twenty minutes, submitted a report. Then the Grand Representa

tives, including M. \\'. Bro. ]OHN McCRAKEN, our Representative, were re

ceived and welcomed, the Grand Lodge standing. 

Grand Master HuDsoN refers to the introduction of Masonry into Oregon~ 

which has the oldest lodge on the Pacific coast, and he gives a brief account of 

the organization of the Grand Lodge in rSsr, by three lodges aggregating 140 

members, which had grown into more than roo lodges with over sooo members. 

He had the painful duty of announcing the deaths of J\.L 'V'l. P. G. Masters 

ROBERT CLow and THoMAs G. REAMES. Y..le have known the former by 

his writings very we11, and his death is a great loss to Oregon as well ~ to the 

craft at large. 
This Grand Master had granted two dispensations for new lodges after a 

personal examination of the localities. 

He had also granted a dispensation to a lodge to continue work, their 

lodge room having been entered and their charters, jewels and books, etc., 
carried away. 

He had issued quite a number of special dispensations, of which a full list is 

.,_ given, and evidently used the power with whicl:- he was vested judiciously. 

,._~s to their requests, he says: 

" I have declined several requests for purposes I did not consider of proper 
masonic concern, such as to wear masonic clothing at public functions, partici
pate in Fourth of July processions, the sending out of begging circulars, par
ticipating in processions upon Decoration Day, etc." 

He gives an account of the use of the income of the Educational Fund in 

assisting ten children in one place and four in another. 

In his various visitations he had made inquiry as to the number of depend

, ent orphans, and was gratified to find so few, and was greatly ·pleased at the 

attention given by the local brethren to them, which jn most cases was entirely 

sufficient for their support. 

APP. Jl G. L. 
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Quite a number of comer-stones had been laid by him or by his special 

deputy. Several of the occasions were evidently of great interest. He had 

dedicated one hall during the year. 

Among his decisions was one which shows that the same law in relation to 

physical quaJifications prevails in Oregon as in Maine. 

He had visited over half of the lodges in the jurisdiction, besides numerous 

informal visits, and of the results, he says; 

"In nearly all cases I have devoted :o;ome time to the investigation of the 
financial conditions, the methods of procedure, bookkeeping, etc. I may safely 
report that in a large majority of the cases, our lodges have good financial 
management. In a few I found negligence in the coJlection of due..,, and some 
informalities in records, but found a 1·eady disposition to make the proper 
amends. Many lodges own their own halls, and nearly all have funds in their 
treasuries, some in considerable amounts. A few of the lodges are- in debt, 
but '"'-1th the prosperity I found everywhere existing, these debts were being 
rapidly extinguished.'' 

He found the work, with a few exceptions, 'vell done, and he directed his 
efforts to securing higher ideals of Masonry, and in this connection, he says: 

" Several of the lodges have adopted the system of having some well quali
fied brother to address the lodge on some masonic subject when there were 
meetings at which there \\'aS no ritualistic services or conferring of degrees. 
I fully endorse this practice, as the tendency is to increase both the interest 
and attendance." 

He calls attention to the condition of the Grand Lodge library, saying that 

they have several hundred volumes of Proceedings and many miscellaneous 

masonic works, but says that the library is virtually of no value because it is 

so kept that there is no opportunity for the average brother to consult it. 

He had requested the committee on by-laws to revise and amend them, and 

recommended their report be adopted. 

Of the action of the previous year in relation to the Past Master's degree, 

he says: 
"At the last Ann.ual Communication of the Grand Lodge a resolution was 

adopted repealing all laws and decisions concerning the Past 1\faster's degree. 
Some of the brethren not only intended but believed that by the adoption of 
that resolution the degree which had ahrays heretofore been a requisite for 
installation, was abolished. Others, understanding that .in the adoption of 
Mackey's Book of the Lodge as the masonic authority and text book of this 
Grand Jurisdiction, which provides for the conferring of this degree, that it 
was retained with all its requirements. Your Grand Master was placed in a 
peculiar position by this legislation, as the adoption of the resolution, coming 
as it did after the adoption of the text book, did technically repeal so much of 
the text of the book as referred to the degree; and yet 1 did not think the 
Grand Lodge so intended, as it was not so explained at the time of the pass· 
age of the resolution. To avoid any future misunderstanding, I request the 
Grand Lodge to define its position clearly." 

Other matters had occupied his attention, but nothing of general interest. 

A resolution was adopted that all resolutions presented should be referred 

to the appropriate committee ·without discussion. 
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The Committee on Grand Master's Address very properly congratulates the 

Grand Master npon the stimulus imparted to their Grand Jurisdiction by his 

teachings during his visitations. 

The same committee reported that, under the resolution of 1899 in regard to 

Past Masters, all legislation in relation to that degree was repealed. We now 

wonder whether it leaves the matter just where it was before the Grand Lodge 

began to legislate and that the ceremonies are still a part of the installation of 

a Master, as it was under the old usage, or whether this ancient ceremony 

has been modified to meet the views of those who V!.rill not see any difference 

between this ceremony and a degree in the chapter. 

A very large amount of routine business was transacted, and the Grand Or· 

ator, C. B. V\.~INN, delivered a fine address. 

A few amendments to the Constitution were adopted and ordered to be 

published in the Proceedings, ~nd a thousand extra C01Jies with the new by

laws to be published for distribution. 

The charter of one lodge was revoked for violating the law of the Grand 

Lodge in many respects. The Master and Tyler were expeJied, but all the 

other members were granted dimits upon the payment of one year's Grand 

Lodge dues. The Tyler was expelled because he had taken the records from 

the desk of the Secretary and refused to surrender them to the Grand Lodge. 

The recommendation of the Grand Master in regard to the library was con

sidered favorably and its management placed in the hands of a committee of 

three, to have it arranged, and-measures taken to enable brethren to take books 

from it for examination. 

Bro. Cww was chairman of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, 

and at hi"i death the Grand Secretary was appointed chairman of the com

mittee, but his duties were so arduous, that he applied to the Grand Master 

for aid, who responded, so that we have an excellent report (r42 pp.) 

In· the Introduction by the Grand Secretary, he says that much the greater 

share of the .labor was performed by the Grand Master. V.VT e do not find any

thing to indicate the part of it which he did not prepare, therefore in revieV~.1ng 

shall make no distinction, and our brothers must decide between them to 

which "he," as we shall use it, refers. 

He is of the opinion that Oregon has fewer non-affiliated masons in propor

tion to their number than almost any other State, but according to his state

ment, we think the law of his jurisdiction is in violation of the fundamental 

law of the Order, for we understand him to mean that if they go out of a 

lodge they practically go out of Masonry. 

Referring to the contention of a brother~ that every mason upon being di

mitted from a lodge had the right to a recommendatory certificate, he well 

says: 
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"It occurs to us that if Masonry is entirely a' voluntary association,' as 
Brother Titcomb seems to think, that the brethren of a lodge are at least en
titled to their share of the' voluntary,' and we have knov.'TI cases in which 
charges could not be sustained, and yet the brother was not, morally speaking, 
in good standing. Would he have the lodge stultify itself by affirming that 
he was in good standjng, and recommend him to others as such ? " 

The ancient usage in such cases was merely resignation by the member, 

and no documentary evidence was given to him. In those days a mason 

could belong to as many lodges as he saw fit to joiri, and as chose to receive 

him. As a result of the law limiting membership to a single lodge, the re

quirement of a dimit was generally adopted, in order to enable him to join 

another lodge. In and of itself, this was simply a certificate of the termina
tion of membership, but the practice grew up of adding to it a recommenda

tion of the brother to the craft. 

Then another doctrine was promulgated, and that is that every brother is in 

good standing unless charges are pending agaillst him, and that the presump

tion is that unless such charges are pending, he is in good standing. This is 

undoubtedly technically correct, arid it is a full and complete answer to the 

contention of the brother who objected, as granting a dimit would necessarily 

show that the brother dimitting is in good standing. 

But we hold that the granting of a recommendation to other brethren is a 

matter within the discretion of the lodge1 and should be given only when the 

lodge so pleases, and we think Bro. HODSON is exactly right in what we have 

quoted. 

Referring to the withdrawal of six brethren from a lodge on the ground that 

"Masonry interfered with their prospects for Heaven," he well says: 

"It is also more than likely that these brethren had only been instructed 
in the secular teachings of ~asonry; the ethical principles embodying the 
deeply religious sentiments drawn from its symbolisms had never been fully 
explained to them, else such hallucination would have been impossible. The 
proper amount of that kind of 'medicine talk' in all our lodges would forever 
do away with the misleading of brethren ru; regards the fundamental spiritual 
teachings of the fraternity." 

He-dissents, as we have, from a Georgia decision that a mason hQlding a 

certificate from the Grand Secretary that his lodge has ceased to exist, and 

that he is in good standing, cannot sign the petition for a new lodge. It is 

quite probabJe that the decision is correct under the specific law of that Grand 

Lodge, but if so, in our judgment the law is wrong. 

We are compelled to differ from our brother in one fundamental matter in 

relation to masonic government. After stating that the original government 

of Masonry was pure despotism, he says: 

" In the gradual evolution of the ages, Grand Lodges carne to be recognized 
as the source of masonic power, until to~day a Grand Master has no more 
right to infringe the Constitution than the humblest brother. The rights and 
prerogatives of Grand Masters are as strictly defined as the duties of the lodge 

J 
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or individual brother, but in the beginning it was not so. It was the 'divine 
right of the king to rule~ and kings could do no wrong,' that swayed and gov
erned the craft, as it swayed and governed the people." 

"T e think he is in error in not recognizing the change in ma..sonic govern

ment made in 1717. \\'hat it had been before that is not of the slightest 

consequence except as a matter of history, and throwing light upon the masonic 

form of govemment then adopted. That form of government was that the 

Grand Lodge Is a source of al1 power, except that it recognized that, under 

the landmarks of Masonry, certain powers were inherent in the Grand Master 

of which he could not be deprived by the Grand Lodge. 

We are sorry to see that our brother likens this to the "divine right of 

kings," for it utterly destroys the force of his argument to do so Another 

thing; if he means by what he says, that he states the general law of Masonry 

at the present time, he makes another sad mistake. For, as a matter of fact, 

the very large majority of the Grand Lodges recognize these so called prerog· 

atives of the Grand Master to-day, and the number that agree with him are 

comparatively few; and the most of them do not agree vd.th him that the 

Grand Lodge is the source of all power, but hold to the erroneous doctrine that 

Grand Lodges have only the power entrusted to them by their Constitutions. 

In a word, they apply to Grand Lodges the same doctrine that he applies to 

the Grand Masters. 

In his review of Maine, he quotes from the address of Grand Master LocKE, 

agredng with his views in relation to the P. M. degree, to suspension for non· 

payment of dues, and with his caution in relation to making masons of Cath

olics. 

He is curious to see· what we will think of the action of the Grand Lodge 

of \\rashington at its last meeting. If he reads what we have already written, 

he will know that before coming to this point in our report. The action was 

a1l right; the talk was a1l wrong. We regard that the action is to be consid~ 

ered, not the talk. 

He agrees with us that a Grand Lodge should sometimes exercise original 

jurisdiction, and that the offence of a member's coming into it in a state o£ 

absolute intoxication is one of the occasions. 

He insists that a Grand Master visiting a lodge must submit to an examina

tion if the Mas_ter says so, and adds : 

"If he could not present a voucher that he was a mason, how could he fur· 
nish the identification that he was Grand Master? It is true that it was a case 
not liable to arise frequently, but if we had been Master of that lodge, and one 
presented himself that we did not know, and who could not identify himself 
as Grand Master, we most certainly would have ordered him examined before 
allo·wing him to visit." 

Yes, and if we were Grand Master u,nder such circumstances our brother 

would not remain Master long. We should instantly suspend him from office 
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and take the charter of his lodge. The most that should be allowed, is to ask 

for reasonable proof of personal identity. 

He cannot see real justice in perpetual jurisdiction, but thinks there should 

be a time limit, say -three or fonr years, and that each Grand Jurisdiction 

should recognize the law prevailing in the Grand Jurisdiction where the rejec

tion occurs. 

He quotes what we wrote in relation to the law of Grand Encampment in 

relation to dependent membership, in which we stated that if the law \vas en- 4 
forced the Commandery would lose ten members where the lodge gains one, 

and dissents therefrom. \Ve are not sure that time will show it is right; for 

so far as we have observed, the law has not really been enforced; but so far 

as our knowledge extends, in the few cases in which it has been enforced, our 

statement i'3. absolutely true. 

We are not sure but that we have "mixed things/' for we find that in his 

review of South Dakota he (we do not know which) says: 

" V\l e think his action consistent, and all right in the end, as it permitted the 
making up of de~Jrable material; but we also think that the ancient preroga-
th•e is a fact of such long standing and practice that it is a part of the body of 
Masonry, in which no man or number of men can make innovation. Neither 
tradition nor history run back to the time when it was not recognized." 

These are our views exactly. 

Vilhile the following in his conclusion is correct, the authors of this report 

need have no fears that they do not maintain the high character of those which 

\Ve have been having from this jurisdiction : 

j 

"It is no slight task to take up the pen of an able and experienced writer, 
and maintain his high standing, won by years of patient research and faithful 
effort, and especially in ~o brief a time and with a multitude of other pressing 
duties to discharge; and we trust you will extend the mantl~ of charity to our 
imperfections. In the main, the news we bring you is of a cheerful nature. J 
The craft is prosperous, and in nearly aH the Grand Jurisdictions a marked 
increase in members is noted, and it would seem that the high tide of masonic 
influence is almost within our grasp. :For the comments and opinions the un-
dersigned is to be held responsible, and if any departure from ancient usage ... 
or advocacy of modern heresy is to be found therein, the writer wi1l assume ., 
the blame and stand or fall by the standard of truth.'' 

PENNSYLVANIA, 1900. 

As usual, we have a splendid cut of the Masonic Temple, for a frontispiece, 

and in addition we have the portraits of Past Grand Masters ]AMES PAGE and 

PETER FRITZ. 

In the account of the opening, the Grand Officers present are given and the 

statement made that 124 lodges were represented, and that the Grand Lodge 

was opened in ample form. 

The Committee on By~ Laws had examined specifically by-laws presented, 
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and recommended that some of them be amended, and in several instances the 

lodges were directed to further amei:d their by-laws to conform to the rules 

and regulations of the Grand Lodge. 

The Committee on Printing announced that the issuing of the Proceedings 

for 1899 was delayed by the burning of _the building of the company ·which 

was doing the printing. Not only was the building total1y destroyed, but also• 

its content.;;, including, a part of the Proceedings already in· type. 

The report of a committee· recommending improvements up6n the Temple· 

in the v{ay of heating and light, at an expense of not exceeding $74•5oo, was 

adopted. 

Two brethren, members of a defunct lodge, Were, at their request, restored 

to good standing, 

The request of a lodge for permission to receive fTom a candidate a fourth 

petition was granted. 

The Grand Lodge of ~'estern Australia, upon the report of the Committee 

on Correspondence) was recognized. 

The committee do not refer to the fact that in the jurisdiction of the new 

Grand Lodge are quite a number of lodges which did not join in the- move· 

ment and have not given in [heir adhesion. 

At the various sessions a large amount of routine business, of a character 

shown in what we have already mentioned, was transacted. 

An appeal, which was filed too late, although only a few days, was dismissed, 

but the committee expressed their opinion that the lodge was fully justified 

in its proceedings. 

At the quarterly communication in September, the Grand Master announced 

the death of Past Grand Master]. SIMPSON AFRICA, on August 8, I goo. A 

memorial tribute had been prepared by Bro. SAMUEL \V. Y.lRAY by the di· 

rection of the Grand Master, which wa.-., presented, and it was followed by ad· 

dresses by several members and by a resolution of the Grand Lodge. The 

remarks are printed in the Proce1=dings. 

Bro. AFRICA was made a mason in 1866, and had been active in the service 

of the craft almost consecutively from that time fof\',.·ard until his death. He 

was deservedly held in high esteem in all the relations of life, and his death 

is a severe loss to the craft. 

At the Decem'ber quarterly, a portrait of the late HENRY W. WlLL1AMS 

was presented to the Grand Lodge and accepted in addresses paying a merited 

tribute to the memory of the deceased brother. 

The reports of the trustees of the various funds and bequests, show a very 

successful administration of those trusts. 

A very interesting case was before the Committee on Appeals, in which a 

member of a lodge who had been present at the time of the ballot, but re

frained from voting and allowed the candidate to be accepted, and after 
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he had been taken into the preparation rOom, made an oral objectiOn. He' 
was charged as giving as a reason that his objection was not on account of 

the unfitness of the candidate, but on account of past differences- between 

them. It was decided that he had an absolute right to reject the candidate, 

either by depositing a black ball or by making an oral objection. In this con· 

n:ection, the committee say: 

"The usual and pmbably the better way is to use the black-ball when the 
opportunity is presented; but a member is not compelled to do so, and can
not be called to account and disciplined because he prefers to pursue the other 
course.'' 

The evidence failed to show that the party gave the alleged reason for his 
action. 

The committee say fmiher: 

"It is ruled that while a member cannot be questioned as to his motives in 
objecting to a candidate, still, if he voluntarily removes' the veil of secrecy' 
and admits that 'his motives \Vere false and malicious,' he may be punished 
for his unmasonic conduct; h11:t the only way in which the ' false and ma
licious' character of his mothres can he shown is by his own admission, it can
not be proved by inferences.'' 

In most jurisdictions, a member present must ballot, and if he does not, he 

cannot object afterwards, except for causes arising after the ballot, or coming 

to his knowledge after it. 

It does seem rather unfair, to speak mildly, to allow a member who is de

termined to reject a candidate, to refrain from balloting and take the chances 

of some one else casting a black ball, and then, if none is cast, to stop the 

candidate by objection. 

Under a provision of the Constitution authorizing it, the Grand Lodge elected 

R. Vil. Bro. THOMAS R. PATTON an honorary member. This is an exception

ally great honor, and the manner in which it was conferred added to the im

portance of it. But it is an honor most worthily won: and we trust our 

brother will live many years to enjoy it and receive year after year fresh tokens 

of the respect, confidence and love of his brethren. 

In his able and very interesting annual address the Grand Master, GEORGE 

E. WAGNER, contrasts the condition of Masonry at the close of the eighteenth 

century with its condition in the closing days of the nineteenth. In 1900, the 

population of Pennsylvania alone was about one million greater than that of 

the whole United States in rSoo. The number of masons in Pennsylvania had 

increased from about 1,5oo to ss,ooo. The number of Grand Lodges had in

creased from fourteen to fifty i the )odges nil.der them from 470 to I I ,600 ; 

and the total membe.rship from about r8,ooo to nearly 8oo,ooo. 

In view of this our R. W. Brother well says: 

" Having such a record behind us as we stand on the threshold of the 
twentieth century, let us remember that while material prosperity and increase 
of numbers are desirable and proper, the main point after all is to so guard 



Correspondence-PennsJ•!vania. 477 

0ur portals that no man be admitted to our midst who is not in all respects 
worthy and weU qualified; let us continue to adhere to our Ancient Customs 
and Usages, standing firmly on the landmarks, discouraging everything that 
tends to' modern improvements' or that would make Masonry' easy'; thus 
will Pennsylvania Masonry be preserved in its purity and be handed doV~rtt 
to our successors as we received it." 

He devotes three pages of his address to a well timed note of warning on 

the subject of" Secrecy"; he well says: 

"Freemasonry is a secret organization, and its affairs are not for the outside 
multitude; its aims and purposes are weU known and thoroughly approved 
by its votaries and by the communities in which it operates, but its private 
affairs are not to be discussed in the presence of those not members." 

This matter will come before our own Grand Lodge thi~ year. Our brother 

does not specify in his remarks the improper publication of masonic matters 

in the public press. That such matters may be published to a certain extent 

in Pennsylvania is evident from the publication of the Keystone in Phila

delphia for many years. It seems to be a question as to where the line shall 

be drawn, and our brother does not draw it. In the specifications that he 

gives, he names none in which the forbidden secrets of Masonry are divulged. 

\Ve agree ful\y that the private affairs are not to be made public; and there 

is too great a tendency to give masonic matters to the newspapers. 

He criticises quite shaJ]Jly the remarks of" the Recording Grand Secretary" 

of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, made June 14, 1899, in relation to his

toncal matters. 

In this connection, he says: 

"I do not intend to discuss the question of the 'Mother City'; the estab
lished facts are plain. Thel"e were lodges in Pennsylvania in 1730; the ledger 
of a lodge working in Philadelphia in F'ebruary, I 73 I, has been produced; it 
is known as 'Libre B'; preceding that must have been a' Libre A.' How 
many years that was in use before ~ Libre B' was begun is left to conjecture. 
The deputation to Brother Daniel Coxe as Prr)Vincial Grand Master for New 
York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, issued by the Grand Master of England 
in 1730, appears on the records of that date." 

He must change "Lodges" to "a lodge"; the inference that there must 

have been a" Libre A," because there was a "Libre B," is utterly without 

foundation; the record in Libre B shows that that was .f/te first book o/ the 

lodge. The last sentence is equivocal; of course he does not mean that the 

deputation 11 appears on the records" of that lodge; and we do not believe 

that he means that anything was ever done under that deputation. The para

graph simmers down to the fact that there was a voluntary lodge in Phila

delphia in I7JI, which kept a record, which probably was working in Decem

ber, 1730. 

He says further: 

"Surely our Massachusetts brethren do not intend to assert that our lodges 
of 1730 were clandestine, and that Benjamin Franklin and our other worthies 
of that date were illegitimate masons, or met with and recognized such." 
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While technically, under the law adopted in 1717, our Massachusetts breth

ren may say that the 1730 lodge was clandestine, yet as that law had not be

come firmly established in 1730, and especially as FRA~KLIN applied to 

PRICE to have it confirmed by authority from home, they have not so held in 

the past. On the contrary, it was the Pennsylvania brethren of }~RANKLIN's 

time, who held that that lodge was clandestine, and refused to recognize 

''BENJAMIN Ji'RANKLIN and our other worthies of that date," but required 

them all to be re-made as if they were profanes: whether FRANKLIN sub

mitted to this we gravely doubt, for so far we have been unable to discover, 

after as full examination as we have been able to make, that FRAKKLIN was 

ever recognized as a mason during his life by the "Ancient" Provincial Grand 
Lodge of which the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania is the successor. 

Our brethren, who are of the opinion that there is no danger of a disturb

ance of the harmony of the craft by the different laws and usages in relation to 

rejected candidates, will find abundant food for reflection in this address. 

A New York lodge, with a fu1l knowledge oi the facts and in violation of 

law, initiated a candidate \Vho had been three times rejected by a Pennsylvania 

lodge. The correspondence is voluminous, hut as we understand it, those in 

the New York lodge who were guilty of the misconduct, were punished, but 

t~e initiate was left a mason in good standing. Thereupon, the Grand Master 

of Pennsylvania issued an edict forbidding his recognition in that jurisdiction· 

The next case was one in which a man, who had been rejected in X ew York, 

applied to a Pennsylvania lodge. The latter applied to the former for the cus

tomary consent. But under the law of X ew York, the time during which the 

rejection remained in force had expired, and under that law the lodge could 

take no action. Thereupon the Grand Master of Pennsylvania ruled that, the 

petitioner was not "under the tongue of good report" and ordered the petition 

to be returned. In this we deem that he was in error. The fact that a man was 

rejected ymr.> ago is not ctwc/;!si'l!e evidence that he he is not worthy mr.u; 

but the chief reason is that the lodge can have no knowledge of the actual 

reason for rejectiori, and in most cases has no knowledge of the candidate sub

sequent to hi.;; rejection. To require a lodge under such circumstances to pass 

in any way upon the worthiness of a candidate, is so unreasonable, not to say 

absurd, that it cannot be required by masonic law. The assumption that 

"perpetual jurisdiction " is a landmark is not well founded : our friends in 

Pennsylvania cannot find the evidence tCYSupport their doctrine. It is a matter 

within th~ control of every Grand Lodge, precisely as a good many other 

matters are; long usage does not of itself become--a landmark. The effect of 

a rejection given to it by the law of the jurisdiction in which it takes place 

should be recognized everY'\'·here. 

Our views are really sustained by Grand Master 'N AGNER, who says: 

" I replied that under our law no man could be made a mason who was not 

~ 
I 
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under the tongue of good masonic report, and that G-- P-- H-
was not, so long as the of!J"ection o/ Lor(~e i\lo. 538 remaiNed, and the only way 
it could be removed was by the action of said lodge." 

The italics are ours: as matter of fact the objection did not then remain ; 

it had ceased to exist, and of course could not be" removed.'' 

\Vhile we are so far from Pennsylvania that the following may not he of 

practical importance, we give it to show the law in that jurisdiction: 

"That there may be no misunderstanding of our law, it is well, perhaps, to 
lengthen a little more this already long statement. In Pennsylvania there is 
no such thing as lodge jurisdiction over intending petitioners. Every man is 
entitled to apply to any lodge in this jurisdiction or elsewhere. Should he, 
however, petition a lodge not nearest his place of residence, such lodge must 
be inquired of, in order to ascertain what· is his reputation where he is best 
known, and to learn his standing and fitness to become a mason. If no 
masonic objection appears on such inquiry, the lodge petitioned may proceed 
in the regular way. When a resident of this State petitions a lodge of another, 
the same inquiry is made by correspondence through the respective Grand 
Masters. If the resident of another State petitions one of our lodges, the 
same course is followed. The object of these regulations is plain; it is to 
keep out improper material, to a11ovt none to enter the portals of Freemasonry 
except men of reputation, integrity and good standing in their re<:.pective com
munities." 

The object is the correct one: but we believe (and experience and observa

tion for fifty years are the foundation of our belief) that the object is hest 

attained by requiring candidates to apply to lodges "in their respective com

munities.'' 

The Jaw further is that a rejected candidate may apply a second time after 

six months; if he is again rejected, at the expiration of a year he may present 

a petition, bnt it can be received only by a ballot by the lodge: if rejected a 

third time he can present a fourth petition _only by the consent of the Grand 

Lodge. 

In concluding his remarks upon this subject he does us the honor of quot· 

ing the following as written by us : 

" Pennsylvania more closely adheres tO the usages of the ancient Grand 
Lodge than any other Jurisdiction, and, in some respects, her laws, derived 
from usage, differ from those of any other Grand Lodge. 

"Also: 
"This Grand Lodge tenaciously adheres to its ancient usages, and no 

attempt to introduce modem methods finds the least countenance. 
"Also: 
"The fact that this Grand Lodge has maintained steadily some of the 

usages peculiar to the 'ancients' without modification, as in other jurisdictions, 
illustrates its conservatism and its emphatic opposition to all innovations." 

And he adds: 

PE;fNSYLVANIA STANDS STILl. ON THE LANDMARKS. 

In the first paragraph the word" ancient" should be understood as written 

with a capital" A." 

llis conclusion, however, does not fol1ow. In 'Pennsylvania, the" Ancients" 
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stamped out of existence all bodies holding under the older and original 

Grand Lodge. Every where else the ma9,ong under both Grand Lodges as

similated, retaining many of the laws and usages of both organizations, the 

Ancients giving up some of their peculiarities in fa,,or of the older usages of 

the other organization. In this way Pennsylvania, though claiming under the 

more modern of the old Grand Lodges, has a polity differing in some partic

ulars from all the Grand Lodges in this country, and as we understand it, from 

every other Grand ~odge in the world. For this reason, so far as the Gr~nd 

1\'laster implies by his statement that the Grand Lodges, which do not agree 

with his own, do not in those particulars "stand still on the Landmarks," he 

is wrong. . 
Among his edicts are seyeral prohibiting the recognition of persons made 

masons elsewhere after rejection by a Pennsylvania lodge; one each in Indi

ana, Ohio, New York, Scotland, and two in jurisdictions not named. 

Of Physical Qualification, he says: 

"I was called upon many times during the year to pas~ upon the physiCjl 
qualification of aspiring candidates, and in some twenty cases was compelled 
to give an adverse decision. Of course the brethren wil1 understand that dur
ing my term of office the standard wiJJ not be lowered. I am weJJ an'are that 
many of our friends in .other jurisdictions criticise us severely for being so 
rigid, and that many of them think they know our Rules, Regulations and 
Usages much better than we do ourselves, but we will pursue the even tenor 
of our way, and continue hereafter as heretofore to maintain the Landmarks 
and our usages as they were handed down by the Fathers. Vi/ e are not anxious 
that Masonry should 'be made easy' nor cheap." 

Our R. W. Brother misapprehends: no one has even tllought that he knew 

"OuR Rules," &c., 11 much better than we do ourselves " : but when he under

took to show tha{ the Rules, &c., of other Grand Lodges were in violation of 

the Landmarks they not only thought but knew he was wrong-and proved it. 

We would like to notice other matters in this address, but have not space. 

We quote the fo1loV~ing, and join most earnestly in the rejoicing of the 

brethren: 

" The Right v.,r orshipful Grand Master announced to Grand Lodge that 
Right Worshipful Past Grand Master Brother Michael Arnold had recently 
undergone a severe operation at the Jefferson Hospital, and is now a patient 
therein. He reported that he had made inquiry by telephone just before 
Grand Lodge opened and wa..<; advised that Brother Arnold was steadily im
proving; this was a matter of great rejoicing to the brethren present." 

The Report on Correspondence (355 pp.) was prepared by Bro. ]AMEs M. 
LAMBERTON. 

Of course it will be utterly impossible to notice all the matters of interest 

in this report, or even those of which we have made a note; but we desire to 

say in advance that because we do not agree with our brother in much that we 

do notice, it must not be assumed that there are not very many matters in 

which we do agree with him. 1 
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V\l e fully agree with him in this: 

"\Ve are surprised at our brother's views, under Indiana, as to an atheist 
withdrawing from his lodge. When the brother referred to was made a mason 
he must have been a believer in God, and now that he has had the great mis~ 
fortune to lose his faith in his Creator, and as an honest man \Yithdraws, or asks 
to withdraw, our Brother Titcomb would hurl charity to the ·winds, and expel 
the brother. Our sorrow would not permit this, for an atheist is of al1 men 
most miserable and greatly to be pitied. A greater calamity than to lose faith 
in one's Maker we cannot imagine." 

A Grand Master, relying upon a newspaper for his authority, made an erro

neous statement, and while we agree with Bro. L. that" no paper should make 

such an a'Ssertion without full knowledge," yet, considering what the actual 

fact is, we wonder that any Grand Master should rely upon such authority. 

He devotes about twenty-eight pages to Maine, which we will proceed to 

dispose of, and then see what space we have for other jurisdictions. 

We thank him for his kind wisheS in his personal allusion to us. 

He gives six pages to the discussion of the question of" physical qualifica

tions," which near1y all hinges upon the following: 

"We may say here that twice, under South Carolina and \Visconsin, Rro. 
Drummond or his printer, by omitting a comma, gives the old regulation in 
what seems to be the usual incorrect way of quoting it, to which we referred 
in our review of Oregon last year, and to which we shall refer later. 

"It is always well, for' the truth of history,' to be sure of one's facts. 
"Our brother says he understands that the Grand Lodge of England refused 

its sanction to tt1e I 738 Constitutions, and of course, our brother so under
stands; -why he so understands, we do not know." 

VVe will enlighten him so that he will know. Many years ago, we came into 
the possession of a book entitled," The HISTORY and CONSTITUTIONS 

ofthe Most Ancient and honourable Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons": 

&c., &c., &c. 

"By JAMES AKDERSON, D. D. 
London: Printed; and sold by J. RoBINSON, at the Golden-Lion in Ludgate 

Street. 
In the vulgar Year of Masonry 5776." 

Never having seen any account of it, we wrote Dr. MACKEY inquiring what 

it was. 

He repli€d that it was the Anderson Constitutions of 1738, with a new 

title page. He said that while the Grand Lodge sanctioned it before it was 

p1inted, that after it was printed, it-withdrew its sanction; but a party got the 

sheets, substituted a ne\Y title page entirely different from the original, and 

put it upon the market. \Ve have the book still. We found that the body 

of it was word for word the Constitutions of 1738, but that it had a false 

and' fraudulent title page, which is very full and entirely different from that 

of the genuine edition. 

Dr. MACKEY stated this as a fact and not as an opinion. 
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Relying upon this, when we edited the Maine Masonic Text Book in 

t877, we stated in that and the statement has been repeated in every subse

quent edition that "in I7J8, Anderson published a second edition of his Con-

~titution in which he attempted to condense and modify the Ancient Charges ~ 

as given in his first edition. But the Grand Lodge re~used its sanction and f 
the charges, as originally published, have ever since been accepted as the true 

version." 

In the " Masonic Historical and Bibliographical Memoranda" published in 

188z, we described both books and stated that the 1738 edition" failed to· re

ceive the approval of the Grand Lodge." 

The last named has been in constant use all over the country by librarians 

and masonic scholars, and during all this time our statement has never been 

questioned, much less denied, till this report of Bro. LAMBERTON'S. 

And notwithstanding his flourish of trumpets we still believe that Dr. 

~'lACKEY v.:as right. Of course we speak of thep:·inted 1738 Constitutions. 

\\r e believe so for the following reasons, among others. 

1. Dr. MACKEY would never have made such a statement unless he had 

known that was true. 

2. If it had the sanction of the Grand Lodge no one would have attempted 

to impose a fraud upon the craft, when the original would have been more 

desirahle to them. 

3· 'We are informed that the Grarid Lodge of England still recognizes the 

version of 1721 as the correct version of the Old Charges. 

4· We know that most of the Dominion Grand Lodges expressly give the 

1721 version as the Old Charges. 

5· MACKEY gives that in his Ahiman Rezon and so does Rockwell: we 

have not had time to examine the con.•o;titutions &c., of all the Grand Lodges, but 

so far as we have gone they all, with one exception, give the 1721 version as the 

recognized ''Old Charges." 

We commend to Bro. LA:\IBERTON his own statement. " It is always well 

for the 'truth of history' to be sure of one's facts! " 

The pertinence of the foregoing is that Bro. jENKs of VVisconsin claimed 

that the Constitutions of 1738 repealed these of 1721, and Bro. LAMBERTON 

has taken·up the cudgels in his behalf. 

He quotes us as fo1lows: 

"He issued a circular, giving extracts from the present Ahiman Rezon
one nearly two pages in length, evidently the work of a recent writer, as it is 
not in the edition of 1878, or in any of the previous ones.'' 

As our brother does not deny that "it is not in the edition of 1878 ".it i._o; 

really not necessary to refer to it, and we ~hould not were it not that in reply 

to our statement that it is evidently the work of a recent writer, he says that it 

was written over thirty years ago ! The suggestion that "thirty years ago " 
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is not" recent," when speaking of masonic usage and masonic law, surprises 

us, especially when coming from a Pennsylvanian. 

He mildly reproves us for speaking of the Old Charges of I 721, saying, 

and truly, that they were published in 1723. But they were presented to the 

Grand Lodge in I72I, and pmbabJy for that reason they are very generally 

spoken of as the Old Charges of 1721; and as every body knows what that 

means, we prefer to designate them in that manner. 

He says that the present Ahiman Rezon has been adopted by the Grand 

Lodge and, therefore, all in it that purports to be the law of the Grand Lodge, 

has been adopted by it. \Ve accept the correction; in other jurisdictions law 

is made only by specific action and not by the mere approval of a book, and 

we naturally assumed that such was the case in Pennsylvania. 

In our last report we somewhat resented a_ personal allusion or what we 

understood to be such; but he disclaims it; others understood it as we did, 

and we have been more than once reminded of it, in a joking \Vay by others. 

In view of his disclaimer, however, '>':e regret that we noticed it. 

The following is scarcely worth noticing, but we are so curious to find out 

what he means that we must be pardoned, as we have examined carefully the 

pages referred to and cannot even guess ; 

"As to our advice, that ' It might be just as well if our brother would read 
over the •vhole of his review of each jurisdiction before it goes to the printer, 
so that_ it may be consistent throughout,' our brother says, • \Ve will consider 
it when any reason is shown for our so doing.' If we had penned what our 
brother did on page 494 of his report for 1899, and then had turned back and 
read what we had already written under the same review, on page 283, we 
think we certainly should have changed one or the other." 

He says further: 

" \Ve regret that our brother should have written as follows, referring ap· 
parently to the Library Committee: 

"'Our experience ought to have taught us that any statement coming from 
that Source in relation to masonic historical matters in Philadelphia, cannot be 
safely relied on, nntil verified by investigation.'" 

We did not refer to the Library Committee, but to the person, who at the 

time, was reported to be the author of the statement to which we referred. 

Our stenographer has a" word sign" for "lodge" and another for "Grand 

Lodge" and sometimes one has been substituted for the other. 'N e have 

usually detected the error and we were made in our report of 1899 to say 

•' Grand Lodge'' when we did say" lodge." If Bro. L. will strik'e out" Grand" 

in the last line of page cxxxi, and read the paragraph then he will have what 

we intended to say, and what we supposed that we did say. until we read this 

report. 

He refers very gingerly to the " Cadwalader letter." He says no one now 

is bringing it forward. But we believe that all fairminded, unprejudiced men 
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will say that when the Grand Lodge allowed the publication in its Proceedings 

of an allusion to a forged doc~ment as if it was genuine, it is "bringing it for· 

ward," and that too in a very reprehensible way. 

We again copy what the Grand Lodge publL,hed: 
" Then again, this reference tends to give additional color to the statement 

in the celebrated Cadwalader letter, wherein Dr. Henry Bell, of Lancaster, 
claims to have been one of the originators of the first masons' lodge set up in 
Philadelphia in 17 30." · 

He reiterates his position as follows : 

" Daniel Coxe was appointed by the Grand Master of England, June 5, 
I7JO, Provincial Grand Master of the Provinces of!New York, New Jers~y 
;md Pennsylvania; and there were masonic lodges at work in Pennsyh:ama 
during that year; and we draw the irresistible conclusion that Brother Coxe 
warranted those lodges, and that they were regular in the sense Brother 
Drummond uses that word." 

We make substantially the same reply that we did to the Grand Master: 

there was one lodge and its financial record (Libre B) shows that it was not 

a warranted lodge. 

He quotes our closing remarks last year but claims that our use of the word 
11 irregular" in connection ·with the 17 51 lodge is "unfair" even upon the 

assumption that it was not a warranted body. But is his criticism a fair one? 

We said irregular under the laws adopted in I7I7." Those laws in effect de

clared that no lodge subsequently formed would be regular unless it had a 

warrant. Can our brother say that our statement was not strictly accurate 

and therefore, fair? 

He replies at much length to the remarks of Bro. NICKERSON of Massachu

setts: but the most of it is threshing over old straw: all the old material points 

have been met and conclusively answered: the attempt to answer Bro. NICK· 

ERSON utterly fails. In his review of Maine, Bro. L refers us to an alleged cor

rection of an alleged error by Bro. NICKERSON, adopted by us as to whether 

a certain figure is a 6 or an 8 : fortunately for us at a distance the page con

taining it was photographed infac simile and \Ve read it 6 as Bro. NICKERSON 

claims. 

In closing we repeat our closing words of last year: 

"Our brother leaves us ' to our thoughts.' Well, we will frankly te::;ll him 
what they are. They are of deep regret that Philadelphia masons will not ac
cept the position that the facts of history give their city as bei~g the place in 
which the rites of :Masonry were first practiced and the first masonic book 
published, in this country; and not endeavor to falsify history in order to gain 
for her other laurels not her own. For while the I7JI lodge was irregular 
under the laws adopted in I7I7, the system contemplated by those la"vs had 
not become so well established as to make masonic work done under the old 
system irregular, especially as those interested procured the necessary author
ity as soon as practicable after they had learned that it ?.oas necessary. Our 
thoughts also are that every one outside of Pennsylvania, who has studied the 
early history of Masonry in America, joins with us in this regret." 
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PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND, 1900. 

"A constitutional number of lodges being duly represented,'·' the Grand 

Lodge was opened in ample form. Proxies were then presented; it ap

pears that, in that jurisdiction, each officer appoints his own proxy and that 

there is no proxy for the lodge, as with us. 

Among the Representatives present was R. ,V, Bro. GEo. W. VVAKEFORD, 

for Maine. 

The committees were then announced, and the Committee on Credentials 

made a partial report, and made other reports from time to time during the 

se.9sion. 

The Grand Master, jOHN A. MESERVEY, called attention to the fact that 

this was the twenty-fifth annual communication of the Grand Lodge, it having 

been formed on June 23, 187 5· Few who took part in its organization are 

now living, and very few were present. 

Referring to the younger brethren who are becoming members of the Grand 

Lodge, he trusts that they will follow in the footsteps of those who had made 

the Grand Lodge what it is. In this connection, he says: 

" You doubtless know that there is a great deal more in Masonry than the 
forms and ceremonies, and the ability to give the memorial work in a perfect 
manner. Don't misunderstand me. I do not V\rish for one moment to under
rate these, but our one aim should be to promote Harmony, Brotherly Love, 
Relief and Truth, always to be considerate of a brother's feelings and to do 
aU in our power to encourage and help any charitable undertaking which will 
benefit mankind." 

He refers to the war and to the part the Canadian volunteers had taken in 
it, 47 of whom were from his province, and two of those masons. 

The Island had been blessed ·with a bountiful harvest. 

He reports the death of Past Grand Treasurer J. D. MAsoN, who was 

elected to that office when the Grand Lodge was formed. 

He had visited 11 of the r3 lodges, and he speaks briefly of those visits 

and of them says: 

"The lodges thn:;mghout the country are doing splendidly. The average 
attendance and :financial position of the lodges are good, and the work is done 
in an excellent manner, taking into consideration the distance the brethren 
have to come to their lodges, which gives them very little chance to hold lodges 
of instruction. Some have to drive 8 to 12 miles. I had the pleasure of see. 
ing the :first degree given in a number of lodges throughout the country, and 
it was given· in a very impressh·e manner, which did credit to their officers." 

The Grand Secretary, in his business-like report, thus speaks of the library: 

"I have received printed copies of the proceedings from nearly every Grand 
Lodge in communication with this Grand Lodge, many of them bound vol
umes, a valuable addition to our library, which now comprises close on twelve 
hund1ed volumes." 

One of the lodges not visited by the Grand Master was visited by his deputy, 

who reports a good attendance and the lodge in excellent working order. 

APP. 32 G. L. 
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One of the lodges had received hm dimits from parties professing to hav

ing received the degrees in Ohio, but upon inquiry it was found that the bodies 

from which they professed to hail, were spurious, and they were not admitted. 

Before admitting them, they applied to the Representative of the Grand Lodge 

of Ohio, and upon his advice no action was taken until he had communicated 

with the Grand Secretary, who of course gave him the proper information, 

and thereupon recognition was refused to these men. 

The committee, to which was referred the project of the formation of one 

Grand Lodge for the ::Maritime Provinces, reported their correspondence, but 

as already stated, on account of the limitation of the powers of the committee 

of one Grand Lodge, no progress had been made. 

The usual routine business was transacted in harmony. Almost every 

lodge had done work during the year and there was an increase in the total 

membership. 

No Report on Correspondence. 

QUEBEC, I 900. 

VYe have the portraits of three Past Grand Masters, joHN P. NovRs, FRED

ERIC MASSEY, and E. T. D. CHAMBERS. 

A special communication had been held to attend the funeral of Past Grand 

Master ]OHN HAMILTON GRAHAM, whose death we announced last year. 

At the annua] communication, the Grand Officers assumed their stations, the 

Committee on Credentials reported, and there being a sufficient representa· 

tion, the Grand Lodge was opened in ample form. 

The Grand Master, BENJAMIN TooKE, delivered a business-like address, in 

• I 

which he enumerated his official acts and speaks wisely and in general terms J 
in relation to Masonry and the duties of masons. In this connection he well • 

says: 

«Freemasonry, brethren, is credited as being a secret organization. so are 
its daily acts of benevolence and charity. We have among our ranks the 
great and good of every age, the ruler of the }and as well as the honest son of 
toil; in fact, representatives of every walk in life. Is it not therefore natural 
that varied and urgent c1aims are brought before us? Yet-it cannot be' said 
they are published to the world. A mason's pride is never hurt when he con
fides his misfortune to a brother; he knows too well, all that is .expected is a 
grateful echo in his heart, the grand aim and object of our fraternity being to 
soothe the unhappy, sympathize with misfortune, and restore peace to the 
troubled mind." 

We do not believe that the disinclination referred to by Grand !\'faster 

TooKE is sufficiently appreciated by our brethren, and especially that many 

members are suspended for non-payment of dues, who would not be, if their 

actual financial circumstances were known. 

Of the death of Bro. GRAHAM he says : 
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"In August last I received a telegram announcing the death of our first 
Grand Master, Most Wor. Bro. ]. Hamilton Graham, LL. D., who departed 
this life at Hartford, Conn. His loss is greatly deplored by all who knew him 
and more especially by the entire craft. His services at the formation of this 
Grand Lodge were invaluable; he was a true exponent of Freemasonry, and 
a brother universally known, beloved and honored. His remains were re· 
moved to his late residence at Richmond and afterwards conveyed to the 
Town Hall. Hundreds of citizens took a last look at his well known features, 
and the afternoon of his funeral, August 15th, was generaiJy regarded as a 
time of mourning." 

* * * * * * * * * 
"The affection and consideration extended to the relatives of Dr. Graham at 

the time of his death by the brethren of Hartford is still fresh in our memory, 
and only serve as one more illustration of that universal brotherhood we all 
enjoy throughout the entire world." 

He refers to the war in much the tones of the other Grand 1\tiasters in the 

Dominion. 

He discusses at some length the question of exclusive jurisdiction of Grand 

Lodges, commending the attitude of the Grand Lodge of New South \Vales 

upon that question, and then refers specifically to the existence of three lodges 

in his ju_risdiction which have not given in their allegiance to his Grand 

Lodge. He deplores the division of the masons in that Province, but states 

that the whole responsibility must be laid- upon their refusal to give in their 

allegiance as they should do. But he adYises the Grand Lodge not to take 

any action during the last year of the century, and closes by saying: 

" On the other hand, if no effort be made by those who should, to effect a 
settlement satisfactory to the great majority of masons in the Province, during 
this interval, we must place the responsibility on the members of these three 
'lodges, who still refuse our rights, for any legislation we may be compelled to 
take, to uphold our proper position among ali Grand Lodges in the world. 

"While admitting the sayings and doings of individuals on both sides for the 
the last 30 years are open to criticism, we believe the improved conditions now 
existing will enable the same brethren to be reasonable in all demands. J_,et 
the past be forgotten and the present devoted to settle all differences by the 
principles we teach.' 

He discusses the question of non-payment of dues, urging an investigation 

always, and well says: 

"The fir~t named are more familiar with their true position than any-one 
else, except perhaps their families or those dependent on them. Investigate 
such cases and if worthy grant such a brother his dimit at once without trial. 

"'To summons him to appear and show cause, is equivalent to summons him 
to show poverty. Treat him leniently and in accordance with th~ spirit of our 
fraternity, and when conditions warrant it, he will be only too glad to renew 
the pleasant relations he formerly enjoyed with his brethren. A brother is not 
\ikely to forget a summons, or forgive a suspension, but deal with him in a 
broad fraternal spirit, and fewer wi1l be turned adrift. Let us in this way 
endeavor to reverse existing conditions by encouraging restorations and de
creasing suspensions . 

.. The other class, those who can but will not, need hardly be considered 
here, our constitution wisely provides for such cases, no one even suggests 
the altering or amending of all existing legislation to insure discipline over 
those who require it." 
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He had made quite a large number of official visitations, and his general state

ment is that the lodges were in good condition. Other matters were considered, 

but his Grand Lodge has met since then, and as we are hoping to receive the 

Proceedings before this report is concluded, we omit any further reference to 

this address. 

The reports of the other officers show a prompt, full and energetic perform· 
ance of official duties. In particular, the deputies make reports showing that 

they appreciate the responsibility of the office, and have faithfully endeavored 
to perform its duties. 

The Grand Chaplain delivered a fine address, which is published with the 
Proceedings. 

The matter of establishing a Permanent Benevolent Fund and a Home for 

the Grand Lodge was discussed very fully, but final action upon it was post

poned until the next session. The general idea -was to purchase the Masonic 

Temple in Montreal, whose revenues should be applied to relieve distress. 

The Report on Correspondence (110 pp.) was presented by Bro. E. D. T. 

CHAMBERS, who "returns to the pen" after two years' service as Grand Master. 

Under the head of" Freemasonry and War," he says: 

"Well would it be if he could open his report with assurances of universal 
peace. 

"Yet there are greater evils than those of war. There are those who would 
cry 'peace!' when there is no peace; who would suffer injustice, oppression 
and wrong to prevail, rather than to take up arms to violate a peace that was 
without honor." 

He enlarges upon this view, ending with the hope that the end v.rill soon 

come and that the peace may be a lasting and honorable one. 

He discusses the question of Grand Lodge jurisdiction, and well says: 

"In some corners of the globe very peculiar views are evidently held in te· 
gard to the relations of sister Grand Lodges. 

"The writer can conceive of nothing that is more absolutely certain than 
the supremacy of a properly constituted Grand Lodge, in and throughout the 
masonic territory or jurisdiction in and for which it has been established. In 
age, in numbers, in strength, in wealth and in influence there are, of course, 
differences in the Grand Bodies of Masonry; but because we believe with the 
Eathers, in the doctrine of' the equality of all masons,' and with Euclid, that 
'things which are equal to the same thing are equal to one another,' it is im· 
possible for us to do otherwise than to hoJd that in supremacy, dignity and 
honor there can be no difference between the Grand Lodges of the world, hut 
that the smallest Supreme Sovereign Grand Lodge on earth is in all these 
respects the peer of the largest and most influential of the entire sisterhood 
of Grand Lodges. It is admitted, as Dr. Mackey says, 'that all the functions 
and powers that were possessed by the original Grand Lodge (of England) 
have descended to every other Grand Lodge that has been subseq':lently in
stituted, so far as the jurisdiction of each is concerned.' Here again, despite 
the discrepancy in age and influence, each of these Grand Bodies is the peer of 
the original Grand Lodge, and the corresponding officers of each are co-equal 
in dignity and honor." 

) 
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He draws one infererice, however, that we are not prepared to admit, and 

that is that the acceptance of honorary membership in another Grand Lodge, 

with a rank inferior to that which one holds in his own Grand Lodge, is an 

acknowledgment that his Grand Lodge is the inferior of that other. We have 

not space to discuss the matter and notice it only to express our dissent from 

this view. We have an impression that this whole matter was discussed in 

the Grand Lodge of England, and if so we may have something further to say 

about it before closing this report, 

He dissents from Grand Master L.oCKE's views in relation to making masons 

of Catholics, but in his discussion does not notice- the real question at issue, 

that by the la'\\'· of the Catholic church, a member is not allowed to be a Free-

1nason. 

Referring to our discussion of the \N ashington matter·he says: 

"His history of the hideous deformity that the Grand Lodge of Washing· 
ton took to its bosom for a time, and his clear cut and convincing proof of 
its spulious origin, is a brilliant chapter of the best contemporary literature of 
Masonry." 

\Ve regret to find from the following that the present state of division among 

the masons of Quebec is likely to continue longer than we had hoped: 

"His expression of the opinion that the Grand Lodge of Quebec, if it would 
only insist upon its rights and enforce them, could put to rest a matter that 
has been troubling it ever since its organization, is undoubtedly due to his in· 
terlse sympathy for our Grand Lodge and a desire to see the right prevail. 
The masonic history of the last twenty years in Quebec shows that Brother 
Drummond's hope is groundless, at least so far as the present is concerned. 
The Grand Lodge of Quebec pursued the course suggested by our good 
brother, not in the manner of a creditor taking a debtor by the throat, it is 
true, but as a body of masons fraternally standing for a masonic right, which, 
as masons, they had every reason to expect would be accorded them by all 
other masons the world over. If, finding themselves disappointed in this 
reasonable expectation, they abstain to-day from maintaining an attitude, 
which, in the present temper of other excellent masons who are doing equally 
good work in the cause of T. G. A. 0. T. U., will clearly not tend to secure 
to the Grand Lodge its masonic rights, but will rather serve to perpetuate 
what the outside world i'l apt to regard as a masonic scandal, it is not that 
our Grand Lodge has forgotten or withdrawn its rightful claim, but that those 
who have given the most .careful thought and consideration to the matter, 
have arrived at the conclu...,ion that only Time-the great healer-will bring 
about the final establishment of right and justice." 

As already stated, we are earnestly hoping that before closing our review, 

we shall receive the Proceedings of this Grand Lodge at its annual communi· 

cation in January last. 

RHODE ISLAND, 1900. 

We have the proceedings for the year ending June 24, 1900. 
A special communication ¥~-a..<; held September 4, 184j9, to lay the comer

stone of the new city building, a fine cut of which is given, in Newport, R. I. 
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The full proceedings are published, and we commend them as a model~ e~peci:. 
aJiy because they are in accordance with the ceremonies on such occasions in 

that jurisdiction " from a time whereof the memory of man runneth not to the 

<!:ontrary," at least so far as living masons are concerned. 

The Grand Lodge was opened on the first degree, the procession was formed 

very rrvtu~h in the same-order, and with the same working tools, &c., as is given 

i111 the-earlier Pennsylvania Ahiman Rezons. At the close of the services, the 

Grand Lodge returned to the Temple and was closed. 
St. John's Lodge, of Newport, celebrated its one hundred and fiftieth anni

versary, but only a few brief notes in relation to it are given in the Proceed

ings. We earnestly hope that they will be published in full in pamphlet form. 

At the annual communication it was ascertained that twenty-seven lodges 

were represented when "the semi-annual communication is opened in ample 

form upon the three degrees of Freemasonry, with prayer by the Rev. and R. 

~'-Grand Chaplain." 

The Grand J1aster, "lfiLTON LIVSEY, delivered a brief address. He decided 

that under the law of that Grand Lodge, a lodge cannot remit the dues of a 

member suspended for non-payment of dues, but that such member must pay 

the whole, including those for the time in which he wa..<; under suspension, 

except by the special consent of the Grand Lodge, and that the action of a 

lodge undertaking to restore without such consent was void. 

He stated that the provision in the Constitution that the first degree sho1Jld 

not be conferred on more than five candidates at the same communication had 

been construed as a right to ~onfer that degree on five brethren at one aJtd the 

same time, which he decided was contrary to law, and the Grand Lodge passed 

a resolution forbidding the presence of more than one candidate in the first 

section of the first degree. 

Trouble had arisen in relation to the form of petitions for the degrees, the 

Grand Ma..o;;ter stating that in very many petitions some of the requisites re

quired by law had been omitted. But he advised against prescribing a form, 

as it was the custom of some lodges to secure an account of the perSonal 

history of the candidate. He had sent out a circular calling attention to the 

~tatements that were required in the petition, and ordered it to be read before 

the Grand Lodge and a minute of it to be entered of record. 

The Grand Secretary, as custodian of the work, reported an increasing 

interest in, it, and a desire to render the ritual strictly in accordance with the 

requirements of the Grand Lodge. 

He announced sevt:ral handsome donations to the library, and eager1y calls 

for more. 

The Grand Lodge sustained the decision of the Grand Master la&t year, 

that an objection to a candidate ca~ only be made after a ballot. 

He decided that a rejected candidate may and must apply to the Jodge 

J 
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which rejected him, although he has changed his residence into the jurisdiction 
of another lodge. This is different from the law in Maine, which was decided 

upon the express language of our Constitution; but the Rhode Island law 

is the most logical, inasmuch as the idea upon which the law of jurisdic· 

tion is founded does not contemplate that a candidate shall be under the joint 
jurisdiction of lodges, but under that of only one lodge. 

It was held, also, that if a candidate had been elected, and has not been in

itiated, the Master of the lodge could fumish him Vl.ith an official statement to 

the effect that he could apply to any other lodge within whose jurisdiction he 

resided. In almost all other jurisdictions, the law is the other way. 

The committee refrained from comment upon the Grand Master's remark!' 

in relation to the '\Vashington matter, because the Grand Lodge had already 

expressed itself "'so emphatically against the pernicious doctrines advanced 

by the Grand Lodge of Washington." 

An important amendment to the Constitution was before the Grand Lodge, 

for which the Grand Master bespoke careful consideration, and after a lengthy 

discussion, the matter was referred back to the original committee. 

A committee was appointed to examine the by-laws of all the lodges and 

report all such as were inconsistent with the Grand Lodge Ia\\._ 

Another lodge celebrated its centennial, but only a brief mention of it is 

made. 

At the annual communication1 Grand Master LIVSEY, as is customary in that 

jurisdiction, announced all the deaths among the Past Masters of the jurisdic

tion during the year, gave an account of the dispensations which he had 

issued and his other official acts. 

He had visited a large number of the lodges and was greatly plea."ed ,•.;ith 

the manner in which the work was conducted. 

The repeal by the Grand Lodge of VVashington of the ohjectionable legis

lation, had made it not only possible but a pleasure, to comply with their 

request for an exchange of representatives. 

He made various recomm_endations, which are rather of a routine character, 

but among them was one that an office should ·he secured .for the Grand Sec

retary, in which he should be required to be present two or more hours a day. 

The reports of the other officers show a careful performance of duty and a 

prosperous growth apparently in all respects during the year. 

The Committee on Reprint reported that on account of the condition of the 

treasury they had not expended any of the appropriation. They stated that 

about 250 pages of the second volume had been printed, and suggest that 

another year be printed, bringing it down to, and including I8Jo, and that the 

volume be then bound and issued, leaving the carrying out of the original plan 

to bring the reprint down to 1852 for later action. But the whole matter was 

left to the discretion of the Grand Master. We most earnestly hope that the 
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original plan will be carried out, so that it will be possible for masonic libraries-, 

especially those of sister Grand Lodgeg, to have a complete file of the pro

ceedings- from the· organization of the Grand Lodge to the present time. 

The Committee on By-Laws reported at some length, suggesting amend

ments to the by-laws of quite a number of lodges. 

There was no Report on Correspondence. 

SOUTH CAROLINA, 1900. 

A special communication was held May 15, 1900, to lay the comer-stone of 
the new city hall and opera house, in Columbia. 

The Grand Lodge was opened on the first degree, the procession formed 

and marched to the new city hall building. The corner-stone was laid ¥.1.th the 

usual ceremonies, when the Grand Lodge returned to the Temple, and was 

closed in ample form. 

The trowel used on the occasion was the same that was used by LAFAYETTE 

in laying the cornerstone of the DeKalb monument in 1g25. 

~ 
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The proceedings were almost exactly the same as those to which we have ,~ 

referred in our review of Rhode Island. 

Bro. }ACOB T. BARRON delivered an address, in which he explains some of 

the symbols and allegories used in masonic ceremonies. 

We regret that his address is not given in full, because the report of it states, 

"He explained why the corner·stone was always laid in the north·east corner 

of the building." 

We have recently received a letter claiming that formerly the corner-stone 

was laid in the north-west corner, and it was stated that the comer-stone of 

the Capitol at Washington was so laid. \Ve think that practically in this sec

tion of the country there has been no unifQrm rule; perhaps the reason grew 

out of the necessities of each particular case. 

The Grand Lodge also dedicated the hall of Hermon Lodge, in public, and 

. a pretty full account of the proceedings is given, except that the addresses are 

omitted. 

The Grand Secretary gives a note that excites our curiosity a great deal, 

and for that reason we quote it : 

"Hermon Lodge, after the dedication of its hall, did not forget its guests. 
Just in the rear of the lodge hall, in a beautiful grove of oaks, an elegant 
feast had been prepared, and such a feast! The fires had been kept brightly 
burning for more than a day and everybody had been anticipating a fine time 
-they were not disappointed. Long pits had been dug in the ground, and a 
grand, old 'before the war' barbecue had been prepared. Cows, hogs and 
sheep had been slaughtered by the wholesale and placed over the fires in the 
pits. It was something new to the younger generation. Breads of all kinds, 
pickles, salads, pies and preserves, and Capt. ] oe McGee's celebrated barbe
cue hash, bounteously supplied the long tables, which had been erected near 
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the pits. Everybody was invited to come and eat and be filled. More than 
one thousand gathered around the tables and enjoyed the feast. Perfect good 
order and kind feeling prevailed; all had plenty; all were pleased and all went 
away satisfied. Thus ended a delightful day. Long live Hermon Lodge!" 

This is the first time we have heard of that "hash," and we confess that 

we should like to have a better knowledge of it than the mere hearing of it. 

At the annual communication the Grand Officers took their places and ap

parently the representatives of lodges took theirs, as the list is given, and 

after giving the list the record states that "the Grand Lodge was opened in 

ample form on the Third degree of :Masonry., 

The 1\tiayor of the City of Charleston welcomed the brethren and the 

Grand Master replied in behalf of the Grand Lodge. Then the Grand Master 

announced that as a constitutional quorum was present, the Grand Lodge was 

ready for business. 

The Grand Master,. ORLANDO SHEPPARD, delivered a very interesting ad

dress, covering a large number of points. His opening remarks in relation to 

the object of Masonry and the duti~s of masons are earnest and eloquent. 

He pays a merited tribute to Bro. l~GLESBY, the Grand Secretary, and con~ 

gratulates the Grand Lodge and the craft upon his restoration to health from 

a very serious illness. We had not heard of this, but we desire to join our 

brethren of that jurisdiction in expressions of thankfulness and congratulation 

that his life was spared. 

He informs the Grand Lodge that he had received a circular f~·om the Grand 

Lodge of England, notifying him that the Grand Orient of France had invaded 

the territory of the Grand Lodge of England by chartering a lodge in London. 

But the Grand Master says that this proceeding is of a piece with_ the history 

of the Grand Orient, and reminds the brethren that all masonic intercourse 

with it was forbidden years ago, and he saw no occasion for magnifying that 

body by issuing circulars. 

He held, and as we think correctly, that at a meeting of a lodge called to 

bury a deceased brother, a tribute to the memory of such brother may be 

adopted, because such action is germain to the purpose for which the extra 

communication was called. 

Believing that the secret- ballot is the great bulwark of Freemasonry, he had 

ruled in a case somewhat doubtful that a lodge could not excuse a member 

from voting on a petition. 

He informs the Grand Lodge of the action of the Grand Lodg.e of \Vash

ington, and gives the letter of the Grand Secretary notifying the Grand Lodge 

of \VasP,ington of the resumption of masonic communication, and the Grand 

Master says that he states it ·with very sincere pleasure. 

He had issued an appeal on account of the sufferers at Galveston, and very 

gratifying responses were made. 

He announced that the Grand Secretary, before his il1ness, was able to ·pre-
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pare a new edition of the Ahiman Rewn, and that it had been published under 

the superintendence of the Deputy Grand Master. 

In relation to the non-payment of dues he well says: 

"If lodges would deal promptly with members, who neglect to pay their 
dues for twelve months, it would be better for the defaulting members, as 
well as for the lodges. 

"Because, if a brother cannot pay his dues for one year it is unjust to him 
to allow him to go on another year, and perhaps another, thus adding to the 
amount he wilJ have eventually to pay, if he is erased for the non-payment of 
dues, before he can get back. If a brother is erased when he is only one year 
in arrears he is much more apt to try to get back into the fold than he is if 
his dues are allowed to accumulate before he is erased. 

'j Therefore, it is better for the lodges and for the defaulting members to 
enforce the law promptly and rigidly, and I believe if it is done that we will 
have fewer unaffiliated masons in our jurisdiction." 

He had granted a large number of dispensations, and refused a good many. 

He had received a communication from the spurious body in Ohio, but did 

not deem it worthy of notice, and he only mentioned the matter to the Grand 

Lodge to caution them in regard to admission of visitors. 

His whole address, and all the proceedifigs, show the gratifying fact that the 

craft i11 increasing in prosperity in that jurisdiction. 

During the communication, the Grand Lodge closed on the third degree 

and opened on the first, and laid the comer stone of the Exposition Building. 

The Grand Master and the Deputy Grand Master made brief addresses, 

which are given in the proceedings. The occasion was one of much interest. 

Whi·le the reports of the District Deputy Grand Masters show that a few 

lodges had become dormant or were in a depressed condition, the general 

statement is that the lodges are prospering and doing good work. 

VVe note that when the Grand Lodge came to the installation of its officers 

it was closed on the third degree and opened on the first; and when the in

stallation was completed, it was opened again on the third degree. \Ve do 

not remember that we ever before noticed this proceeding. 

The Grand Secretary had just commenced the Report on 'Correspondence 

~ 
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when he was taken ill. Finding that -he would not recover his health in ~ 
season to publish the report, he applied to Bro. joHN R. BELLINGER, Junior 

Grarid Warden, to perform the work, and he consented. He had been unable 

to complete the report at the time of the session of the Grand Lodge, but the 

Grand Secretary asked and obtained permission to publish the report with 

the Proceedings, under the direction of the Committee on Foreign Corre

spondence. 

Bro. BELLINGER submitted a very full and able report (pp. 187), and the 

only suggestion of improvement that we could make would be precisely that 

of last yeai--the style of piinting it. While undoubtedly the style in which 

it is printed gets more into the same space, we believe that the saving injures 

the report. 
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We have marked a very large number of matters for notice, but they in

volve so much space that we shall be obliged to omit very many of them. 

We find that in South Carolina, their practice in regard to a dimit is sub

stantially the same as in Maine, only it is, as Bro. BELLINGER says, phrased 

somewhat different. A member can resign his membership, as was the prac

tice in old times, and the lodge is bound td grant a certificate to that effect, 

which vl'ill enable him to apply for affiliation elsewhere. The lodge also may 

grant what they call a dimit, which carries a recommendation with it, but the 

latter is granted only upon careful scrutiny. 

Bro. BELLINGER discusses this same matter in various places in his report 

and agrees v.ith our views in this matter. 

He discusses at considerable length the question of physical qualification:-;. 

We do not hold that under the Constitution of his Grand Lodge, any other 

doctrine can be fOlloWed than that which his Grand Lodge follows, but the 

trouble is that the provision in that Constitution is a departure from the old 

charge upon the subject. He adopts MACKEY's fad for claiming a symbolism, 

but history is so conclusively against him that we need only refer to it. 

The law prevailed before the change of the institution from an operative one 

to a speculative one, and was continued after the change. 

Referring to our criticism of MACKEY's statement that a candidate must be 

a perfect man spiritually as well as physically, he says: 

"VVe can see nothing unfortunate about it. It you will substitute the word 
' moral' for' spiritual, which will hardly change the meaning, for the mason 
erects a' moral and masonic edifice,' then as a' wild perfectionist' we say 
'moral perfection' equivalent to 'spiritual perfecion,' is theoretically at least, 
if, unfortunately, not actually, a pre-requisite to initiation. The candidate 
must be' under the tongue of good report.' In the language of the Maine 
Committee on Condition to the Frater.nity there must not be 'a negative igno~ 
ranee of anything bad;' but 'a positive knowledge of good qualities.' In other 
words, • moral perfection,' as that perfection may be attained by humanity, in 
each case in accordance v.rith the Jight possessed. Nor does this militate 
against the idea of ma...,onic growth, or moral growth in Masonry, because the 
building is not complete until the last lessoil ·is learned, any more than it can 
be said that a human being is not perfect at birth because he has to grow to 
manhood, yes, and in many cases to a second childhood, but in the masonic 
meaning he is not perfect either in childhood or in dotage, and hence in either 
case he can not be made a mason. In this world there can be no absolute per
fection either in morals, in mind or in our physical nature. There must be 
growth in mind and morals, or there will be retrogression. Sti11 there is in 
this world a relative "tate of perfection in all three sides of our nature, physical, 
moral and mental, and according to masonic theory they must exist in a candi
date, and we do violence to Masonry when we make one a mason who we 
know does not possess them_" 

-·-y.l e submit, with due deference to our brother, that this surrenders the whole 

question. Perfection does not mean perfection under this statement, and of 

course it follows that the moment we depart from absolute perfection it is only 

a question as to ,\rhere we shall draw the line. And to say that our candidates 
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ar.e either physically, morally or spiritually perfect, is simply to say what is not 

true of any human being. South Carolina draws the line as near perfection as 

they can, while almost all the other jurisdictions draw it in accordance with 

the qualifications of "the law, which practically is that he shall be capable of 

doing all masonic work. 

Our brother's doctrine demands an impossibility. The other doctrine de

mands what is reasonable. 

In his review of Maine, referring to the remarks of Grand Master CHoATE, 

he would go slow in introducing new methods and new laws, and about meet

ing the changing relations of life he says: 

"With Masonry, a.•o; well as wine, we think the older, the better it is, and 
putting new wine into old bottles may break them." 

He dissents from two decisions of Grand :Master CHoATE, which, however, 

are correct under our law and the general usage in this section of the country. 

The first is that a Master may call any brother to H pre~ide in his presence and 

under his direction." Perhaps the words "under his direction" are too broad, 

but from a time immemorial, it has been the practice in this section of the 

country for a Master to call a brother to the chair to preside and do the work; 

but this can be done only in the presence of the Master, and the Master is 

really responsible for what happens, although while the brother is in the chair 

for the moment he exercises all the powers of Master. But the Ma..c;ter can 

resurp.e the chair- at any moment. 

The second is that he holds that a brother suspended from membership, or 

deprived of membership, for non-payment of dues, is not in such standing that 

he can visit a lodge. Such is not the law in Maine, nor was it formerly in the 

other neighboring Grand Lodges, and we doubt if it is now. Depriving a brother 

of membership or suspending him from membership, deprives him of lodge 

rights, and he is precisely in the situation for the time being of any unaffil

ated mason. 

He b.elieves that the convention plan prevailing in Maine, i~ the best plan 

for good results. 

He endorses our Committee on the Condition of Masonry, as follows: 

"In speaking of the quality of the material, the committee says: 'Neglect 
of investigation-a passive reliance upon a general or specious reputation.:._a 
negative ignorance of anything bad without a positive knowledge of good qual
ities, is not sufficient investigation.' We agree fully with this and commend it 
to the consideration of our lodges." 

He dissents from the views of Grand Master LocKE, in which Bro. IN

GLESBY had concurred, in relation to the admission of Roman Catholics; but 

his dissent depends upon a question of fact which underlies the foundation 

of the whole matter. He seems to us to ignore the main fact, and that is, that 

joining the masous is a direct violatiou of the law of the church, and such a 

violation, if persisted in, would lead to excommunication. 

) 

l 
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He copies in full the encyclical letter issued by Gran9- Master DAVID RAM

SAY during the Civil War. It will be remembered by our older brethren that 

when Grand Master PRERLE received this letter, he was so struck with its 

masonic tone and doctrine, that he caused it to be printed and a copy sent to 

every lodge to be posted in its hall. 

A short time since a few copies of it came into our possession, and it oc

curred to us that the present generation in South Carolina might not be ac

quainted with that splendid document,. and we therefore sent a copy to the 

Grand Secretary, with a brief note on it as to its history. V.l e are greatly 

pleased that our expectations in relation to it were ·well founded. Of it, our 

brother in a note at the end of his report, says: 

"The address of Grand Master Ramsay, written at a time when sectional 
strife was raging, when the North and South were unhappily engaged in the 
most terrible of wars, and when passion naturally ran high, is republished, as 
strong evidence of the universality of Masonry and of that feeling of hrother1y 
love and fraternal duty which it inculcates and ever endeavors to maintain 
and perpetuate among its members. VVe commend the address to the atten
tion of our brethren everywhere, and we trust that the sentiments which it 
contains will always be the guiding principle of our fraternity and the prac
tice of all her members." 

We join most earnestly in the sentiment of this note. 

Of Grand Master RA~ISAY, Bro. BELLINGER says: 

"'Grand Ma.<;ter Ramsay was G. M. 'in J861-2. He was mortally wounded 
at Rattery vv~agner on Morris Island on July 18, I86J, \Vhile gallantly leading 
the Charleston Battalion, of which he was Major, to retake the Southeast 
Bastion of the Fort, which was occupied by the Federals, but who were all 
killed or captured by the Confederate forces. Major Ramsay was carried to 
Charleston and died there August 4th following. He was not quite 33 yeal's 
of age. He had graduated at Charleston College and had completed his 
education at the 1; niversities of Heidelberg and Gottingen, Germany. He was 
a grandson of David Ramsay, the S. C. Historian, and, on his motl}er's side, 
a great-grandson of the patriot and statesman, Henry Laurens." 

But in this letter he has left a legacy to the fraternity well worth the work 

of a much longer life, and we are glad that it is printed in full in these Proceed

ings. 

In his review of Maine, he says further: 

"A number of Grand Representatives \Vere in attendance, but there seems 
to be a vacancy, so far as we are concerned, and we trust that it will be filled 
by Grand Master Sheppard at once.'' 

We note that South Carolina is absent in our list of representatives last 

year, and if it has not already been done, we trust that the vacancy '\\ill 

speedily be filled. 

\¥bile we sincerely trust that Bro. l::fGLESBY has fully recovered so that he 

may be able to resume all his duties, yet it will be a pleasure to him to know 

that the reputation of his Grand I~odge is wholly sustained by his substitute, 

who prepared this report. 

- ' 
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SOUTH D~KOT~, 1900. 

The frontispiece is a portrait of \VJLLIAM H. RoonJ.E, the retiring Grand 

Master. 

It was ascertained that the Grand Officers and the Representatives of a 

constitutional number of the subordinate lodges were present, and the Grand 

Lodge was opened in ample form. 

The Master of the local lodge welcomed the Graud Lodge, and the· Grand 

Master responded. 

Grand Master RoDDLE in his annual address thus refers to the quite won

derful growth of the craft in that jurisdiction : 

"As an index of our increasing strength numericaJiy, we have but to refer 
to the record, which shows that twenty-five years ago when this Grand Lodge 
was holding its first communication it consisted of six lodges with 195 mem
bers; in 1889 it had increased to 105 lodges with 4,595 members. VVhen 
another State and Grand Lodge-that of North Dakota-was formed out of 
the original jurisdiction leaving us but 74 lodges with 3,J85 members, while 
to-day we are 97 lodges with 4,661 members, a net increase of 224 members 
during the past·year, and giving us a greater membership than before state
hood and the division." 

He had made two decisions in relation to the reports of Investigating Com

mittees, which we copy in full : 

"Committee to whom a petition is referred should not report in writing, 
but must report favorable or unfavorable to the Master or Secr,etary in accord
ance with their findings. 

"This is in accordance with the ruling of this Grand Lodge-that the com
mittee's report is not proper matter to ent€r in the record of the proceedings 
-thus to make this report in writing would be inconsistent, inasmuch as the 
tiling of the petition by the Secretary makes it as much a part of the record as 
the record book itself. Further, it is necessary that the report should be 
explicit; either favorable or unfavorable for the guidance of those mernbe1s 
who h~ve no personal knowledge of the applicant. 

"The above questions grew out of the fact that discord and ill feeling fre
quently follow an unfavorable report and concluded by asking: 

"Is there any way by which the committee can avoid disclosing the secrets 
of their ballot and still faithfully perform their duty? 

"My first impression was that this might be a~roided by a secret appoint
ment and secret report, but on more careful consideration, it seems to me that 
such a course would only cheapen or place a lower value upon the promise Wt! 

have all made and which should be inviolable. Thus my answer was' No.' 
With the further advice to guard well the outer door, for our strength does 
not depend altogether on numbers, and should any brother so far forget as to 
be guilty _of an unmasonic act because of the unfavorable report upon one 
whom he wished accepted, that the sooner he felt the skong arm of .masonic 
discipline the better." 

V\1 e believe that the report should be made in ·writing in open lodge ; that it 

should not be" put on file," as that would make it more likely to be exposed 

to the public than if recorded, but that it should be destroyed. 

4 

.. 

But we agree fully in his conclusion. VVe have come to a very dangerous, 1 
position, if Committees on Investigation cannot perform their duty faithfully . 
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without danger of their action becoming known to the profane world; and the 

thinning out process ought to be commenced and carried on till that danger 

is at an end. 

He g~•res the rule of physical qualification in that jurisdiction as follows: 

' 1 A petitioner for degrees must be physically able to literally comply, abso
lutely, with the requirements of the several degrees." 

Upon his recommendation the Grand Lodge purchased a surety company 

bond for the Grand Treasurer. 

He attended the Washington Centennial Ceremonies, and like all others 

who attended, speaks in the highest terms of their good effect. 

He pays an eloquent tribute to the soldiers from his State in the Philip

pines, saying that Past Grand Ma.<:.ter J. Q. A. BRADE~ and some others ate 

still in the service. 

Of the condition of the craft, he says: 

"With very few exceptions all lodges in this jurisdiction have enjoyed pros
perity during the year. More work has been done than in recent years, and 
the standard of qualifications in applicants has been well maintained, while 
the item of unpaid dues is less than formerly, which fact may to a great ex
tent, I believe, be credited to the wise action and advice of my predecessor, 
M. W. Bro. Levay. 

"One most fruitful source of loss in my opinion is the failure to keep dues 
well paid up. Delinquency breeds lack of interest, non-attendance, a general 
backsliding, masonical1y, on the part of the delinquent, and consequent di
mission or suspension. Generally speaking the lodges whose dues are ·well 
kept up, are the thrifty, active, prosperous ones. This leads up to the idea 
that the Secretary is one of the most, if not the most important officer in a 
lodge. Choose carefully, and when you have once found the right man for 
the right place, keep him there; your success depends largely on him." 

If this could be posted in every lodge, so that it would be seen by all the 

members present at every meeting, the list of delinquent members would be 

much smaller; and if every lodge would have a Secretary who should be paid 

for calling on those who do not attend the lodge meetings we should re

duce the non-paying members to those whose dues should be remitted and to 

those who are not worth keeping. 

Of " Rotation in Office," he says: 

·~Much has been said pro and con Dn this subject. 
"\Vith the exception of Secretary, I believe a judicious adherence to the 

rule would be beneficial~neither the extreme of changing every year, nor yet 
the opposite, of keeping the same brethren in office until every brother with 
a laudable ambition to advance has despaired of having an opportunity. 

"-By adopting a middle course, the Master will seldom lack for a bright man 
to fill an office on short notice. and all who have been Masters appreciate how 
important that it should be so. 

"It is equally important to discourage the idea that because a brother has 
been elected or appointed to an office that he is therefore • in line,' and that 
unless his promotion follows that he has been • tumed down ' and has a 
grievance. 

"Fitness only should recommend a brother for advancement. Mistakes are 
often made in electing or appointing, and, if made, should in the best interest 
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of the craft, be corrected at the first opportunity, and no brother who from 
neglect or inability fails to fill the place to which he has been advanced cred
itably, has cause for any stronger feeling than regret that l1e l13:d not done 
better." 

Vle agree fuliy in his vievis; but the troUble is that where the rotation 

doctrine prevails, it is enforced ·with an iron hand; the friends of every 

h.rother in the line combine in favor of aU: \ve know an instance, and not in 

a subordinate body either, in which an officer has been promoted, election 

after election, by the votes of those, who say he is not fit for the position 

towards which he is traveling, but dare not vote against him for fear that 

their action would be taken as a precedent to injure the prospects of others 

who are following him in the same road. 

The Grand Secretary reports that the returns had been made with more 

promptness than ever before, but seven lodges were in default, and he says: 

"It seems, however, that some lodges, in regard to their Secretary, have the 
habit of' passing the office around.' The result is disastrous. I hope the 
day will soon come \vhen all members \Vill recognize that the office of -secre
tary is the most important position in the subordinate lodge." 

He says further: 

"I have prepared and attached to this report a table of work done since 
the organization of this Grand Lodge, which may be interesting to many, and 
will call yqur attention to the fact that out of a list of sixty-seven past elective 
Grand Officers and in twenty-six years' time there have entered into rest but 
one Grand Master, two Deputy Grand Masters, one Senior Grand V'larden, 
one Junior Grand \Varden, three Grand Treasurers and one Grand Secretary." 

The number of members returned is 4,t.68, and he says that it can be esti

mated from the returns that there are nearly half as many more masons in the 

State, eighty per cent. of which have never held membership in that jurisdic

tion. 

P. G. Master WILLIAM BLATT sent a letter regretting his enforced absence, 

and resigning his office as Grand Lodge Historian. By vote of the Grand 

Lodge its regrets were forwarded by telegraph. 
The son of Past Grand )!laster VVELLS, of Minnesota, visited the Grand 

Lodge, and was greeted cordially· for the affection which the craft in that juris

diction have for his father, who succeeded in having Minnesota recognize this 

Grand Lodge after it had once refused to do so, because (as we remember) 

a lodge chartered by it in Dakota wa..<; not allowed to continue in· allegiance to 

it. 

The decision of the Grand Master in relation to the report of In.,.·estigating 

Committees was modified as follows: 

"The committee upon a petition should endorse on the petition, the word 
favorable or unfavorable, as its finding warrants, returning said petition to the 
Secretary, who announces to the lodge that the report of the committee is 
favorable or unfavorable. This report must not appear upon the minutes, the 
petition itself being a part of the records and filed in the Archives of the 
lodge." 
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VVe refer to what we have already said in relation to this matter. Formerly 

it was supposed that if a lodge was not incorporated, it could not be compelled 
to produce its records in court; but this is not true now, if it ever was, and no 

record of any character should be kept, which will expose to the profane the 

names of the brethren who take any part in the rejection of a candidate. 

Other jurisdictions have had occasion to adopt something like the follow-

~ ing' 

'·Owing to the increased demand for our annual Proceedings, we would 
recommend that all requests for the sarue outside of the regular routine dis
tribution, shall be made to the Grand Secretary, and he be in~tructed to dis
pose of them at cost, using his own judgment as to \Vho are incJuded in the 
routine distribution." 

The Report on Correspondence (136 pp.) was presented by Bro. SAMUEL 

A. BROW:S. 

Of the \Vashington matter he says: 

"Our brethren of the Grand Lodge of Washington have :finally receded from 
their threatening and perilous position of affiliation with clandestine 1\fasonry. 
They have entertained motions to renew their edict of non-intercourse with 
the Grand Lodge of Hamburg, and rescinded the resolution in favor of another 
Grand Lodge in the State of VVashington. 

"They declare that all of the Grand Lodges misunderstood them, that the 
resolutions which caused so much apprehension and disapproval did not mean 
that they would recognize as true mas.ons any that are clandestine, and that 
their lodges are still at liberty to receive any visitors they please subject only 
to the vote of their own Grand Lodge. This last part of their new declara
tion dulls the pleasure of many Grand Lodges that are keen to forgive and 
forget, and no doubt it will be years before all wounds will be healed. But 
your committee has full confidence to believe that the masons in \Vashington 
are true-hearted brethren, and that they will yet so define their position that 
all can understand that they will not affiliate with the }Jrince Hall progeny, 
and that they will have nothing to do with clandestine masons simply because 
they are negroes, not for any other reason." · 

While we have held that the acts and not the mere declarations of the Grand 

Lodge should be the test, we have shared the confidence of Bro. BRO\VN, and 

as these sheets are passing through the press, we leam that our confident 

hopes have been realized. 

Of the practice of allowing one brother to " cast the vote of the lodge," he 

weiJ says: 

"We have no doubt that it is a most reprehensible practice, and ought to 
be completely and formally abolished in every masonic body. It is mostly 
done in cases where the candidate has sho:-.vn great fitness for the office, and · 
in that -case it has a harmless look, and appears to be a graceful compliment; 
but it is also a device sometimes resorted to when there is timid opposition, 
to suppress that opposition. If an officer has met the approval of the lodge 
the ballots will sho·w it: and if not the ballots will show that instead." 

In his review of Canada he says: 

''A special effort this year was made by all to restore to lodge membership 
those worthy brethren who are dimitted and those suspended for non-pay-

APP. 33 G. L. 
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ment of dues. This effort did not show any appreciable effect in restoring the 
non-affiliates ~o membership, bUt it ·was a worthy, generous and truly masonic 
effort·and we doubt not will have its influence in future. In fact we notice a 
falling off in the number of membe"rS ~admitted and suspended. The time to 
save money is when you have it and the time to keep members in the lodge 
is when you have them. V\' e look forward to seeing this fine example fo1lov,·ed 
with the best results by many United States Grand Lodges." 

Vl e find him supporting views in ,vhich we were almost alone in maintain

ing: 

"He was none too severe in his handling of the lodge and Grand Lodge, 
who expelled some masons because they paid up their dues and asked for 
dimits, giving as their reason that the Bible teaches that it is wrong to be a 
mason, and that their connection with the lodge endangers their prospect of 
Heaven. The brethren were evidently sincere, and the lodge should have let 
them go with words of kindness and forbearance, that their last recollection 
of the craft should be that broad mantle of charity and brotherly love which 
our an.cient brethren established as the distinguishing characteristic of Free
masonry." 

He criticises quite severely lodges '\vhich have declined to return the deposit 

to a candidate who has been elected, but declined to take the degrees; but 

why is a deposit required? It seems to us that if it is pmper to require a 

deposit with the petition ~t b just as proper to keep it under the circumstances 

stated. 

He says further: 

"To oppose the admission of an undesirable candidate i.s the right and 
duty of every mason, and the secrecy of the baJiot, and of tht objection, are 
to shield the mason's freedom. VVe hope soon to see the committee on inves
tigation of character also freed from the duty of public1y O!Jposing a candi
date's election." 

If masons keep the ·secrets of Masonry as they are bound to do, the com

mittee is all right now. From what we read in these Proceedings upon this 

subject, we are of the opinion that some expulsions ·would benefit the craft. 

He quotes: 

"It is not where a candidate votes, but where he resides, that gives a lodge 
jurisdiction to receive a petition for degrees." 

And adds: 

"[Our own law. It is surprising how many masons take the opposite view.]" 

But when the law allows a man to vote (as is the case in much the larger 

number of States) only where he resides, is not the act of voting pretty strong 

evidence as to his place of residence? 

In his review of Maine, he says : 

" His address is plain, practical and now and then political, as it should be. 

-

l 

j 

Ten dispensations were granted to lodges to attend divine service on June 26th, ' 
in observance of St. John's Day, and one to attend the Memorial Service of a 
deceased brother. Three dispensations to confer degrees on stTangers, who 
had not resided the constitutional time within the State. VVe would approve 
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a dozen making of masons at sight rather than one stranger. There can be 
no occasion for hu.rry, except that the stranger is in haste to move on. The 
Grand Master doubtless satisfied himself that he did the craft no wrong, but 
we are troubled whenever such precedents are established or multiplied. 

"It appears that a lodge is forbidden, in Maine, from conferring the degrees, 
at the request of a lodge in another State. 

u. Every Master 1\fason raised in a Maine lodge becomes a member of that 
lodge. It will do no harm, brethren, to be neighborly.'' 

The first line we do not understand. The law requiring a year's residence 

in this State before a man is an eligible candidate is of very recent enactment; 

it is undoubtedly a wise one, but like all human laws it is not wise in every 

case, and for that reason we have made it subject to dispensation; the cases, 

in which dispensations were granted, were such that the craft had as full 

knowledge of the candidates as if they had resided in the State the required 

time: we believe that the discretion is safely vested in the Grand Master. 

Conferring the degrees by one lodge, at the request of another, may be neigh

borly but '''le in Maine holds it to be a dangerous innovation introduced within 

about forty years, at first, to nsh through candidates faster than the lodge 

which accepted them could do the work. In BrOther BRoWN's words, we do 

not 1ike to confer the degree oil " strangers." The Grand Lodge grants to a 

lodge the power to confer the degrees upon a. ca.miidate accepted by it, and it 

cannot rightfully delegate this power. This was the old idea: of course a 

Grand Lodge can confer the additional power upon its lodges, but until the 

Grand Lodge does so, the lodge does not possess that power. Maine has 

never gh·en that power to its lodges; it has not in terms forbidden the prac

tice, but has decided that lodges cannot lawfully do it. Maine has not granted 

this power, because the practice is a departure from the old usage, and be

cause it practically takes away from the members of the lodge the right of 

objection at any time before admission, and thus removes one of the estab

lished safeguards against the admission of the unworthy .. 

He says" There is only one kind of good masons." The context shows that 

he means that only members of lodges are good masons. As we do not measure 

goodness by the mere payment of money, we do not agree with him. If a 

mason i~ not able to pay the expenses of being a member of both lodge and 

commandery we are V~'illing to let him ha1re his choice to which he will belong, 
and we will measure his goodness by his "daily walk and conversation." 

As to making masons at sight, he says : 

He sees no objection to the Grand Master making masons at sight. And 
surely we ought not to entrust the high office of Grand Master to a mason 
who has not character and discretion enough to exercise this power, so pecu
liarly masonic, without injury to the craft. It is said that the mason who has 
for a great many years governed the Mother Grand Lodge of the '\Vorld, \Va.."5 

made a mason at sight, and it is said moreover that the craft in that jurisdic
tion, re-elects him annually ,.,.·ithout a dissenting vote." 

He says further; 
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"South Dakota is advised to adopt the District Deputy Grand Ma.':iter 
system. 

"She is also warned that when we make a mason of a candidate rejected in 
a Grand Jurisdiction, like Michigan, where perpetual jurisdiction over rejected 
candidates is the law, that we fail to do our duty ~emewhere because the 
brother so made will meet with contempt when he revisits his old home. Vile 
are requested to give a formerly rejected applicant the status which he 
received where he. was rejected, and not to accept a candidate rejected in 
Michigan without the consent of the rejecting lodge. We trust that the 
masonic advice of this able and devoted brother will be heeded in this matter. 
It has much to recommend it." 

In relation to a matter in relation to which we have already quoted his view~, 

he says: 

"When a brother declares his belief that his Masonry stands in the way of 
his soul's welfare, the lodge should bid him go in peace, even if the brother's 
fanaticism should lead him into intemperate denunciation of the Claft. Perhaps 
this is overstating Bro. Drummond, but it is right." 

If such a person should violate any of his masonic obligations we would 

discipline him as if he had not renounced Masonry, but his mere denunc~ation, 

however intemperate, would'be like" gnawing a file." 

Our brother does not quite get our views as to the prerogatives of Grand 

Masters, but it is not of sufficient consequence to require discussion, and we 

must also pass over some other matters in his review of Maine. 

We are glad to read the following : 

•• Our Michigan brethren are growing severe, and even hostile, to the mem
ber who does not pay up. They are excusable to some extent, for thev have 
allowed a great deal of unmasonic rubbish to accumulate iu the different 
apartments of the Temple. Eight thousand members are bthind in their dues 
two years and over. But we hope and trust that this rubbish wi1l soon be 
cleared out; then this feeling of resentment will subside-the masonic spirit 

·will swell up again and float this decision away: Then a brother who has got 
behind in his dues and been suspended, but who has paid up ~ince and died 
before the lodge has re-instated him, will not go to the grave unhonored by 
the brotherhood which may have been the dearest to his heart of a11 earthly 
things." 

There are many other matters in this rep~rt which we ·would be glad to 

notice, but time and space forbid. Brother BROWN had to follow an able 

writer of these reports, but our discussion of it and quotations from it, show 

more clearly than words that in our opinion the craft are fortunate in his 

successor, and thit the high character of these reports has been abundantly 

maintained. 

\Ve have an apology to make to our South Dakota brethre.n. In our last 

report we claimed that the law, that in the absence·of the Master and Wardens 

of a lodge, it could not be opened, did not exist ~ntil a recent decision to that 

effect; but a brother has kindly informed us that in the Constitution -of 1892 

(which we had not seen and of which he kindly sent us a copy) this law is 

expressly stated. Vtl e take the first opportunity to correct our error, and to 
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expn~ss our regret at having fallen into it. In mitigation, we would say that 

the repOrt which we criticised did not refer to the Constitution, but seemed to 

us to base th.e decision on the common law of Masonry. 

TENNESSEE, 190 I. 

VVe have the portrait of Bro. IsAAC]. THURMAN, the incoming Grand 

Master, with a brief biographical sketch, together with a sketch of Bro. THoMAs 

_T. SLOAN, the Junior Grand \Varden. 

In the Proceedings we first have a list of the Grand Officers and Past Grand 

Officers and other members of the Grand Lodge present, including the repre

sentatives of lodges. It does not appear how this was asce.rtained, and there is 

no mention of the Committee on Credentials, but the Jist is given, and then it is 

stated that ~'there being present the representatives of a constitutional num

ber of subordinate lodges," the Grand Lodge was opened in ample form. The 

number of lodges required to be represented, we understand to be ten. 

The Grand Master, )A11ES HENRY McCusTER, delivered a brief but very 

compact address, in which he gives in the shortest terms possible an account 

of his official acts. 

He announced the death of P. G. )faster GEoRGE H. MoRGAN, to whose 

memory splendid tributes were paid by the Grand Lodge. Bro. MoRGAN has 

been a very active man in all the walks of life and his death is a great loss to 

the cratt. 

Of the state of the Order, the Grand Master say!:"l: 

"Our relations with other Grand Jurisdictions continue to be the most 
amicable and fraternal. In our own subordinate lodges more ,,,.ork has been 
done in the aggregate than for years. Nevertheless, we have some dead 
lodges. They seem to be in a state of lethargy, from which I have not been 
able to arouse them. My experience leads me to the conclusion that these 
dormant lodges are the ones that have persistently declined the instructions of 
the Lecturers. The greatest obstacle to the progress of Freemasonry is want 
of information; want of that knowledge which will enable the officers to con. 
fer the degrees in such a manner as to impress all, particularly the candidate">, 
with the beautiful truths symbolized in our ritual." 

"'~bile he had visited a very large .1umber of lodges, more in fact than it 

would seem that any one man could possibly find time to visit, yet it is ap

parent that all he did does not fill the requirements. It is now too well settled 

by experience to be an open question that the visitation of every !od,g·e under 

the authority of the Grand Lodge is necessary for the successful working of the 

lodges, A system is needed that would require the visitation of the smallest, 

weakest and poorest lodges, and if this is done at the expense of the Grand 

Lodge, it will not be long before its effect wi11 be seen. "\Ve commend to our 

brethen of Tennessee a careful study of the District Deputy Grand Master 

system. 
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The Grand Master says that the Widow!s and Orphan's Home has pros·

pered we1l during the year, and at his suggestion the Grand Lodge visited the 

Home on the afternoon of the -first day. 

He had arranged for the exemplification of the first and third degrees and 

·the work was exemplified before the Grand Lodge. The Grand Secretary, 

JoHN B. GARRETT, made a full report of the transactions of hi<> office and 

gives an interesting history of the progress of the Grand Lodge during tl1e 

century, referring to the men prominent in the councils of the Nation who had 

been masons, including three }>residents, seven Governors, many Judges! Con

gressmen! etc. Among them he names \'lJLKINS TA~NEHILL, author of the 

masonic Text Book of Tennessee. Of him he well says: 

"\Yards are inadequ-ate to express his worth to Masonry. He has builded 
to himself a name more enduring than marble, and above his last resting place 
in the old City Cemetery, his brethren have erected a monument to testify 
their appreciation of his worth as a man and mason." 

'0l e name this last brother, because, while he did not have a national repu-

tation in other matters, his services ior Masonry were exceeding great. 'Ne 

have his Text Book constantly at hand for frequent reference. 

A full report of the operations, etc., of the Home is given, in which there 

were at the beginning of the year 107 and the same number at tne dose, an 

equal number having been received and discharged. A list of every inmate 

is given with their ages, and they are a1J stated to be in good health. 

Upon the report of Committee on Jurisprudence, the Grand Lodge approved 

the dispensations issued by the Grand Master. Vl e presume this approval is 

sentimental, for we do not suppose that if the Grand Lodge should disapprove 

the granting of a certain dispensation it would affect the action taken under 

·it; and we question the propriety of acting upon them by the Grand Lodge, 

unless the Grand Master has saved some question for the Grand Lodge in a 

specific case. 

~any of these disPensations were for the installation of officers, some of 

which were unnecessary, and the committee give the following as the rule: 

'
4 Our Constitution requires installation to be performed before January 1st 

of each year; and hence, when an elected officer has not been duly installed 
before that date, dispensation is necessary. 

" But no dispensation is necessary to authorize an appointed officer to be 
instaU~d; this ceremony may be performed by the Master at any time without 
dispensation." 

In Maine, in this respect, elective officers stand on the same footing as 

appointed officers, and no dispensation is necessary for thG installation of any 

of them, and we have found no difficuly arising from it. 

Of visitations, the committee say: 

~ 

I 
"Your committee congratulates the Grand Lodge that its Grand Master 

·was able and wiHing to perform his full duty in official visitations. N othi~g ~ 
contributes more to the prosperity of. the lodges, and to the profit of the craft, -t 
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than official visitation by the Grand Master. It corrects errors, heals dissen
sions, stimnlates interest, incites to labor, and exalts and magnifies Free
masonry in the minds of the brethren; it also attracts the attention of strangers 
to the methods, purposes, organizatio'n, and zeal of the Fraternity." 

This is all true, and it need not be limited to visitations by the Grand 

Master. 

The Grand Lodge of \\'estern Australia was recognized, but the matter of 

the Grand Lodge of Costa Rica was postponed for further information. 

\V c would be glad to copy from the splendid tributes to Bro. MoRGA~, read 

by Past Grand Masters PRICE and SMALLWOOD, but it would be necessary to 

copy the whole, and for that we have not space. 

P. G. Master THOMAS 0. MoRRIS, Representative of the Grand Lodge of 

England, announced the death of Queen Victoria, and Past Grand 1\t!aster 

WILBUR F. FosTER, for the Committee on Juris prudence, presented a beauti· 

ful tribute to her memory, which was adopted by a rising vote. 

An appropriation of $110 was made for the purpose of "painting and fram· 

ing" a portrait of the Grand Secretary. 

The edict in relation to those engaged in the manufacture and sale of intox

icating liquor as a beverage, caused some commotiot1 among the lodges; some 

claimed that it interfered with the inherent right of lodges to make masons. of 

those whom they pleased, but the Grand Lodge did not sustain the objection. 

Of this the committee says in part : 

"The masonic code of Tennessee, page 34, declares ·subordinate lodges to 
have inherent jurisdiction 'to decide who shall be admitted to membership, or 
be initiated therein, of such as may be properly qualified.' 

"This gives to subordinates undoubtedly the power to choose and decide 
what individual man in their territorial jurisdiction may become a mason. No 
person or body can force them to admit any one, and from their decision there 
is no appeal. In thi.:.; they are all-powerful. But unless the individual is 
properly qualified they can not admit him. They have no inherent power to 
a4mit the unqualified or disqualified. They are exclusive judges. of the indi· 
vidual qualifications of petitioners. They do ,-,ay whether he mea.<>ures up to 
the fixed standards. But they can not fi.x the standards. Each lodge is not 
a law unto itself. All are governed by general law establishing qualifications. 
Hence minors, women, atheists, idiots, libertines, and generally those fatally 
deficient physica1ly1 mentally, or morally, are excluded by the general law. 
The subordinates may only decide whether the petitioner belongs to any of 
these classes. Now, does an edict of the Grand Lodge disqualifying persons 
engaged in the manufactu~·e or sale of intoxicating beverages abridge any inhe
rent right of the subordinate?" 

* * * * * * * * * 
"'The Grand Lodge .... has original and exclusive jurisdiction over all 

subjects of masonic legislation, . . and its enactments and decisions upon 
all questions are tht; supreme masonic law of the State, when not in conflict 
with the" Ancient Landmarks of Masonry,'' nor in violation of the reserved 
rights of subordinate lodges. Under these restrictions the Grand Lodge may 
... do all things right and proper for the promotion of the honor and dig

nity of the Order and the good of the Fraternity.' 
"The Grand Lodge being composed of the past and present chief officers 

of the Grand and Subordinate Lodges, is assumed to have power to decide 
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what is for the honor and dignity of the Order and the good of the Fraternity. 
It may conclude that certain vocations do not tend to the good of the Order 
or that persons following them are likely to become demoralized and unworthy 
to be masons, or to injure rather than benefit the Fraternity. It has so de
cided with regard to trade in intoxicating beverages. And your committee is 
of opinion that in so doing it has not usurped power nor abridged the reserved 
or inherent rights or powers of subordinates, and, therefore, the edict is valid." 

This is a conservative and correct view of the Jaw of the case, and is clearly 

and forcibly stated. 

The Report on Correspondence (153 pp.) was presented by Bro. HENRY 

H. IN-GERSOLL, Past Grand Master~ Bro. MoRGAN had prepared former re~ 

ports, and we noticed last year his illness and hoped that his recovery would_ 

1 
be speedy, but, as we have already stated, our hope was disappointed. ~ 

Bro. INGERSOLL gives an exceedingly fine abstract of the Proceedings with 

pertinent extracts, but with a very limited number of comments. 

In his review of Maine, he says: 

"Maine revels in twenty-five Deputy Grand Masters, each of whom sub
mitted his report. True, they are only District Deputies, but for aH that they 
rejoice in the title Grand Master, with prefixes. No complaint can arise against 
this goodly jurisdiction, surely, that it neglects the provision of a suitable staff, 
and their 6o pages of reports show that they are not merely ornamental, but 
contribute something to the prosperity of Freemasonry in the Sun-rise State." 

We have spoken of this matter already in our notice of the address of the 

Grand Master, and we refer Bro. INGERSOLL to what we have already said. 

We would add, however, that the least of the duties of these ·officers is to be 
a" staff" for the Grand 1.\faster. Each one has the very important duty of 

visiting every lodge in his district. On the average each one has eight lodges 

to visit, but some have more and some have less, depending upon the amount 

of territory in the district. These brothers give their time, but their expenses 

are paid by the Grand Lodge, and it is their duty to visit and examine the 

condition in all respects of every lodge in their respective district. They are 

second in importance only to the Grand Master and Grand Secretary, and if 

Bro. INGERSOLL could hear the special charge delivered to them at their in

stallation, year after year, in our Grand Lodge, he would probably think that 

their duties are the most important of any in the State t 'Ve trust the time 

will soon come when the Grand Lodge of Tennessee can adopt this system 

and can carry it out as it needs to be in a jurisdtdion having so many lodges. 

Bro. INGERSOLL very kindly notices our rem3.rks in relation to our visit to 

Tennessee in 1874, and in spite of the personal allusion we copy the follow

ing: 

"And we can assure Bro. Drummond that there are masons still with us, 
not a few in number, who recall his genial presence in this goodly city a little 
more than a quarter century ago, when that memorable meeting of the General 
Grand Chapter was held, from which radiated to the rernote..~t bound~ of this 
Republic the genial rays of hannony, peace and concorq which contributed so 
unmistakably to the restoration of genuine fraternity to the discordant states." 
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Those of us who were there and tltosc who met us there, builded far better 

than they ever knew, and every year adds to our appreciation of t4e immense 

importance, not only to the craft but to the country, of that meeting of masons 

in Nashville. 

TEXAS, 1900. 

We have the portrait of N. M. VVASHER, the incoming Grand Master. 

Bro. \VA,TSON follows the example of hi..;; predecess~r and gives us initials 

for names to a larger extent than we wish he did. 

VVe have a list of the Grand Officers and Past (;rand Officers present. Then 

the Grand Lodge was opened in ample form, and the M. \V. Grand Master, 

being satisfied thit there '\\'a."i a constitutional number of lodges present, 

declared the Grand Lodge ready for business. 

He states that with the exception of the terrible calamity at Galveston, the 

craft have abundant reason to rejoice on account of the prosperity which has 

prevailed in that jurisdiction, not only among the brethren but among the 

people. 

He announced the death of PaRt Grand Master FRANCIS B. SExToN, who 

was present at the last session of the Grand Lodge, but was then in feeble 

health. 

Bro. SEXTON was an active mason, and his influence has been felt through 

his connection with the Grand Lodge of Texa.<;, throughout the craft. \-Vhile 

we never met him personally, yet his death comes to us as the loss of a per

sonal friend. Less than one year our junior in age, he was made a mason, if 

the statement of the Grand Master is correct, three days after he became of 

age, and at once took an active part. He.was :\tlaster of a lodge in 185], and 

Grand Master in 1856, when only twenty-eight years of age, and from that 

time until his death, he has been, as already stated,.a prominent factor in the 

Grand Lodge, and his loss will be severely felt. 

The Grand :Master devotes several pages to the Galveston calamity. \Ve 

~ would like to make long extracts from it, but the newspapers have been so 

full of it, that brethren are quite familiar with it. 

I 

~ 

Th~ masonic committee made a rep'Jrt in which they state that one of the 

lodges lost nine members, the other lodge six, and, besides, ten sojourning 

masons lost their lives, making twenty·five in all. The number of relatives of 

masons, including only father, mother, sister, brother, daughter, son, wife or 

widow, were seventy-eight. There were only four minor orphans of deceased 

brethren left, and they are being well cared for. The pecuniary loss of masons 

wa.'> over a million of dollars, based upon a careful estimate. Some of the 

country lodges also lost members and the masonic loss outside of Galveston 

was about $I so,ooo. 

The masons were the first to form an organization for relief and they did a 
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vast deal of good, and they were aided very greatly by the ladies of the Order 

of the Eastern Star. The Grand Master speaks in high terms of the efforts 

of the brethren in Galveston, in spite of their losses, to relieve the im-mediate 

necessities of others, and we are glad to notice, too, that this v.:-as done without 

regard to the fact that the brethren in distres~ were members in good standing 

or not. To us this fact is very gratifying. VVe have already believed, and so 

far experience has shown that when they really come to the test, our brethren 

in the jurisdiction \vhich makes the most fuss about non-affiliated masons, 

show that Masonry prevails over technical la\v. 

There was only one masonic burial, and that was the case of a brother who 

lost his life in saving the life of a brother mason's wife. 
Many other instances of heroism and bravery on the part of the craft could 

be told, the Grand Master says, but time forbids. 

He acknowledges the receipt of essential aid from the brethren throughout 

the country, and in this connection he mentions that the Grand Lodge Valle 

de Mexico, at the City of Mexico, held a lodge of sorrow in memory of the 

brethren who perished in Galveston, and of this the Grand Ma..,ter says: 

"This memorial of respect, friendship and brotherly love will be cherished 
by Texas Freemasons so long as life shall last; and it affords me exquisite 
pleasure to place on perpetual record our high appreciation of their sorrow, 
sympathy and kind expressions for our depatied brethren." 

We would like to dwell on this longer, but time and space forbids. Nine 

new lodges had be~n constituted, and dispensations for eight others had been 

issued. 

The Grand l\laster gives an account of the dispensations which- he had re

fused, and he seems quite severe in that directio:-t, and in one case we think 

stood rather upon the technical law than upon the spirit. 

He had issued twenty-one dispensations for lodges to appear in public and 

lay corner-stones. \Ve somewhat doubt the propriety of these dispensations, 

as the work of laying corner-stones is peculiar to a Grand Lodge, as we under

stand it. 

The Home takes ~p considerable space in these Proceedings, and it seems 

to be prosperous, and he makes a most eloquent appeal to furnish the means 

of carrying it on without intrenching upon the.$Too,ooo endowment fund. 

Forty of the sixty·nine District Deputies had •made reports, and he says 

that they had been active and vigilant in the discharge of their duties, and he 

says further: 

"I can truthfully say, and it affords me great pleasure to be able to say it, 
that if anything has been accomplished during my administration that is praise
worthy or that may tend to promote the best interests of the Order in this 
State, it is largely attributable to the faithfulness and loyalty of my District 
Deputies." 

He made·quite a large number of decisions, but most of them are based on 

Jocallaw, which are of only local interest. 

• 

f 
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~ There is one exception. He had held up to the strict law in relation to 

~, physical qualifications, saying: 

"The perfect man, without maim or defect, ha.''i always been the standard 
of physical qualification in this jurisdiction, and it has been adjudicated in so 
many of its phases and so often that there should not be any misunderstand
ing of the rule on the subject." 

It can only be said that the Texas brethren arc a "\•.;onderful set of men, and 

he adds: 

"A relaxation of the rule so Jong and so thoroughly established in this 
jurisdiction would be dangerous to the best interests of the craft; and brethren 
had as well learn, once for all, that no one who falls short of the perfect man 
physically is entitled to the rights and privileges of Freemasonry in Texas." 

This will cre<1:te a smile in the jurisdictions where the ability to do masonic 

work has been the test ever since 1\l[asonry was introduced into the country. 

One singular case had been presented to him. A man received one degree, 

but on application for advancement was rejected and moved into )iississippi, 

where he again applied, just as if he had never applied before, and received 

two degrees, \vithout the knowledge or consent of the Texas lodge, and with

out any knowledge on the part of the Mississippi lodge, that he had been re

jected. The Mississippi lodge thereupon tried him and expelled him and the 

Texas lodge asked what effect that had on his standing in Te.xa.<.;. The Grand 

Master held that the action of the ::\1ississippi lodge did not affect his status 

in Texas but was limited to his status in Mississippi, and advised the Texas 

lodge to file charges and expel him, perhaps thinking that as he had been in

itiated twice it would take two expubions to get rid of him. Rut the Grand 

Lodge held, and properly as we think, that the expulsion by the Mis.sissjppi 

lodge deprived him of all masonic rights, and the Texas lodge should enter on 

its record a minute of the fact. 

Among his suggestions is one to omit the pri,nting the returns of lodges, hut 

the Grand Lodge did not adopt the suggestion. These returns take up 288 

closely printed pages in'this volume, a little over one-half of it. 'Nc have had 

~ no actual experience as to the value of this publication, but it ha."S ab<'ays 

seemed to us as a useless expense, and \Ve quite agree with the Grand Master 

in his statement that ten or twenty pages of biography or history would he 

worth more than the whole returns. 

A very large amount of routine business was trar1sacted, as is always the 

case in this Grand Lodge. 

In the body of the Proceedings is a historical account of the first masonic 

monument in Texas, given in connection \.,·ith the report of the Committee on 

History. It was erected to a stranger v;ho came to the house of Bro. \VM. 

·.MoRTON in 1825, who took care of him until his death, and erected this mon

ument to his memory. A cut of it is ghren. It has begun to fall to pieces 

somewhat, and we trust that the publication of this account of it will cause 
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measures to be taken for its preservation. Largely on account of this act of 

Bro. M?RTON's, when the lodge was chartered in the town of his residence, 

although after his death, it was called by his. name. 

The fOllowing resolution, looking to the modification of the doctrine of per

petual jurisdiction, was offered and referred to the Committee on Juris

prudence: 

"That after the period of five years shall have elapsed since the rejection of 
an applicant for the degrees in Masonry, he having moved into the jurisdic
tion of another lodge, either in this or any otlier Grand Jurisdiction, and having 
applied for the degrees, then the lodge applied to shall correspond with the re
jecting lodge as to the former standing and character of the applicant, and if 
upon the info'rmation so obtained, he be deemed worthy, the lodge may pro
ceed with the case without further reference to the action of the rejecting 
lodge." 

We do not find that any report was made on it, so that it cannot be finally 

acted upon, as we understand it, until the expiration of two years. 

The Report on Correspondence (go pp.) was presented by Bro. THOMAS M. 

MATTHEWS. It is a very concise abstract or the Proceedings revie\ved, with 

scarcely any quotations. 

He discusses in various places the Washington matter, but as our latest in

telligence is of such a character that there will be no more discussion, we 

simply refer to it generally. 

He begins to have some misgivings apparently as to the law of his Grand 

Lodge in relation to physical qualifications, and in this report he says: 

" When, some fifteen years ago, we began writing these reports and for 
several years thereafter, we were a strict con;;;tructionist of the doctrine, and, 
as earne.o;;tly as we could, upheld and contended therefor. We had been so 
taught. Took the teaching for granted and did not know any better then; 
but more mature thought and a more thorough critical study of the matter, 
with a little common sense and reason injected therein, convinced us that we 
had been and were in error. That our former construction of the ancient rule 
was 'too literal and strict. In fact, that the rule did not mean to teach the 
'perfect youth ' doctrine, because, if there were no other reason, no man is 
absolutely physical!;- perfect. \Ve have not, however, discussed the question, 
though we have not concealed our opinion, because our Grand Lodge held, 
and holds differently, and we did not, and do not now, think it right and 
proper that in these papers we should antagonize it. Neither did, nor do we 
think that honestly holding these views it was in any way obJigatory upon us 
to defend the opposite. Vv'e believe that time will ultimately settle the ques
tion correctly, not only in our own Grand Lodge, but also in the five or six 
other Grand Lodges! if there he even so many, which_hold like opinion." 

"""' e are indebted to him for kind personal mention and some good advice. 

Our appreciation of the wisdom of it is such that, as at present disposed, we 

shall follow it. 

We would like to notlce other matters, both in the Proceedings proper and 

in this report, but we are obliged to desist for want of time and in order not to 

delay the printer. 

I 

' 
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UTAH, 1901. 

The frontispiece is a portrait of Bro. CHARLE:o Vv.,.ESLEY MoRsE, with a brief 

biographical sketch by Bro. DIEHL. 

The pamphlet also contains portraits of Past Grand Masters CHARLES W. 

DENNETT, JoHN S. ScO'rr, VVrLLIAM F. )A)IIES, SAMUEL PAUL, ABBOTT R. 

HEYWOoD, ARvis S. CHAPMAN and \VILLIAM T. DAI,BY, with a brief sketch 

of each. 

A copy of the Past Grand Master't:> jewel, approved for use in that jurisdic

tion, is also given. 

At the opening, the Grand Officers and members took their places, and by 
order of the Grand Master, the Grand Secretary called the roll of lodges; and 

it having been ascertained that nine out of the ten lodges were represented, 

the Grand Master opened the Grand Lodge in ample fonn. 

The Grand .Master extended a welcome to all present, appointed a Com

mittee on Credentials, recehred a visitor with the Grand Honors, and called off 

until afternoon, when the Committee on Credentials made its report and the 

regular committees were appointed. 

The Grand Master, GEORGE VV. ScHRAMM, then delivered his annual ad

drt:::ss. He briefly calls attention to the progress of ~1asonry in Utah during 

thirty years, refers to the fraternal dead of the year and speaks briefly of the 

Scofield disaster, in which a large number, including two masons, lost their 

Jivtis by an exp1osion in a mine. 

He is.•med an appeal to the lodges for aid and they promptly responded. 

He was absent from the jurisdiction for considerable time, and in the mean 
time Bro. CHARLES V\r. MoRsE acted as Grand Master, and upon his order 

the Grand Secretary forwarded $100 to the Galveston sufferers. 

He refers to the writing of the Report on Correspondence in topical form, 

and having considered the general opinion in relation to it, advised that it be 
abandoned. 

In accordance with his suggestion, the Grand Secretary was directed to 

publish biographical sketches of Past Grand Masters until sketches of all of 

them should be publbhed, together with a sketch of the Grand Master in 

office. 

He urges each lodge to establish a masonic library, quoting Bro. MAcKEY's 

argument in favor of it. 

Of non-affiliates he says: 

"Manv non-affiliated masons reside in Utah. 
"\Vhiie they are always most ·welcome visitors at our lodges, they ought to 

be urged to make their masonic home where their other interests are. Be
cause of peculiar local conditions, Utah Masonry needs the active co-operation 
of every mason in the jurisdiction.~~ 

He had made some official visits, and speaks wen of the condition of the 

lodges. 
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The Deputy Grand Master made a brief report, but except the fact-that he 

ordered $100 sent to Galveston, it is of local interest. 

Grand Secretary DIEHL makes an unusually interesting report. 

He reports that lodges and brethren had contributed $492.50 to relieve the 

sufferers at Scofield. 

He reports that Bro. ED\VIN G. DVDLEY had been appointed Representa

tive near our Grand Lodge, to fill the vacancy caused by the death of the ven

erabH:~ and M. V\r. Bro. HIRA~l CHASE. 

He gives a detailed account of the condition of the lodges, showing that 

there had been a healthy growth, and that the Grand Lodge has reason to be 

satisfied with the work that had been accomplished. 

He calls to mind that while this was their thirtieth annual communication, 

the Grand Lodge '\Vas really but twenty-nine yean; old, because two annual 

communications were held in one year. 

He gives an epitome of the growth of the craft during that time, and other 

matters ~onnected with the history which must be of very great interest to the 

craft of the jurisdiction, and we trust that he will have time in the near future 

to complete the history of Masonry_in Utah that he had been instructed to 

write. 

The Grand Lecturer visited the lodges which he had been invited to visit, 

but makes no detailed report. 

The routine business was harmoniously transacted. 

One brother who had been expelled was re<;tored with the consent of the 

lodge which expelled him. 

The Grand Lodge o{ Western Australia was recognized, as ''""ell as the 

Grand Lodge of Costa Rica. 

The question of recognizing the Grand Lodge of Porto Rico was postponed, 

and the application for recognition by the Grand Dieta of }texico voas denied. 

The Grand Master decided that in the absence of the )faster and Senior 

\-Varden of a lodge, the Junior '"~arden present can open the lodge himself, 

but cannot delegate that authority to another. The Committee on Jurispru

dence divided, and the majority held that he could delegate the authority to 

another and the minority held that he could not, and after a discussion the 

report of the minority was adopted. The grounds of the action are not given. 

Whether it means that the Master being present cannot delegate the opening 

of the lodge to any one else, or whether that the Junior \~arden in such cases 

bas not the fuB power:;, of the Master, we are unab]e to determine. If it means 

that in such ca.'"'e the Junior \Varden does not have the full powers of the 

Master we decidedly dissent from the decision. As to whether the Master 

can delegate the authority to open a lodge or not we give no opinion, as we 

have no time at all to consider the matter, much less to look into the books. 

The Grand Master elect, Bro. CHARLES '\11;'. :MoRSE, was obliged to be absent 

j 
I 

' 

1 
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from the Grand Lodge on account of a trial before him as judge of one of the 

courts of an important case. By vote of the Grand Lodg~ he was notified 

of his elc:ction by special messenger, and he was able to be present for the 

purpose of installation. 

By unanimous vote of the Grand Lodge the Grand Master "vas requested 

to grant a special dispensation to Mt. Moriah Lodge to receive and act on the 

petition of CHRISTOPHER BISMARCK DIEHL for the. degrees in Masonry, and 

if elected to confer them upon him. 

The Report on Correspondence (pp. 72} was prCsented by Bro. CHRISTO

PHER DIRHL. As already indicated, this is in the topica1 form, and but for 

the conclusion it wou1d scarcely be taken for one of his reports, and we fully 

believe that the Grand Lodge will never again show any inclination to inter

fere with him in the matter of the di:scharge of his duty. 

Hi~ conclusion is quite a disquisition on non-affiliate masorl:s. Vlhi1e we 

agree with him in nearly all that he has written in relation to this matter1 'ive 

dissent in one particular, and that is, as ·we undenstand him, that he holds that 

a mason violates hb 0. B. unless he .is, or tries to become, a mernbtr of a 

lodge. VVe believe the whole matter will take care of itself if our brethren 

were not so much concerned for the non-affiliate mason. They bave right., 

under the fundamental law of Masonry, and in our judgment a11 laws which 

undertake to deprive them of these rights in order to _compd them to buome 

mem&crs, ate in violation of the fundamental Iaws of Masonry, and moreover, 

do more harm than good. 

In this report i~ copied a 1e'tter from Bro. \Vri.LIAM }ll.:\-IES HUGHAN; which 

has been published quite extensively, and which \1\.'C desire to notice, and 

may as well do it in this connection as in any other. In that Jetter Bro. 

Ht::GHAN says: 

u In reply, allow me to point out that the so-caHed 'Charges of a Free
mason,' as arranged by Dr. Anderson and. printed in the premier' Book of 
Constitutions' of A. D. T72,i never existed before, Out substantially the one 
in question as to physical qualifications occurred in al1 the ve1itable 'Old 
Charges' of the Operative Fraternity, as I explain fully in my two works on 
the subject, 1872 and 1895. 

"Kow it is an undoubted fact, from 1723 to the present time, that the Grand 
Lodge of England ha."' never accepted the:-;e • Charges' as possessing any leg
islatlve authority or as representing the la\vs for the gove1·nment of the modern 
:Brotherhood,* but only as indicative of the obsolete • Old Charges' of the op
erative regime. \"lith occasional alterations the 'Charges 1 of 1722 bave bet!n 
in~erted in al1 our Books of Constitutions from 1723 to 189{5, but never a.."> 
Regulations passed for the guidance and control of the Craft. 

"This being so, it is clear that these 'Charges ' are simply and exclusively 
intended as specimellS, archeo1ogica1ly considered, of the usages and custom~ 
of the society anterior to the Grand Lodge era, but which, even prior to the 

"iF The' At hull ::\'!:asons' ;~ppear to have ado]Jted the 'physical qua1ificatiulJ, in part from 
J75.6 or ~;o .. and then introduc·ed the usage into Amerka; but the Free Masonry in your gre-at 
counlry pnor to that period, and all 'il!lCe obtainul from the. premier Grand Lodg~, was never 
~o ordered, required or Ust!d by the Grand L.xlge regulatlons that were for actual legislative ob
j~;:.;,;t~.·· 

------------ -----~-- _______ _j 



sr6 Correspondence- Vermont. 

last century, were looked upon as obsolete and were not used as obligatory 
laws, as formerly." 

From what we have \".'ritten from time to time it wil1 undoubtedly be under~ 

stood that we utterly dissent from his coriclusion in the first paragraph. After 

I 50 or 200 years the action of the Grand Lodge of England· in having Dr. 

ANDERSON compile the charges and formally approving his compilation, is 

conclusive evidence as to the correctnes.'l of those charges. Because the 

masonic historians of the present day, nearly zoo years later, cannot find those 
old charges and do find others, is no evidence at all that the compiJation 

then adopted was not the correct one. The second and third paragraphs are 

utterly erroneous statements of masonic law and jurisprudence. It is true 

that these old charges were never formally enacted as such by the Grand 

Lodge of England, and if they had been~ such enactment would destrOy their 
force. 

But it was a principle of masonic law in those days that those o1d charges 

were indicative of the ancient usages of the craft and absolutely binding upon 

the craft as law; and when the Grand Lodge of England had those charges 

compiled and approved the compilation and had them published as such in its 

books of law, it recognized them as the old Jaw of which we have spoken, and 

made them absolutcty binding upo1t the craft. 

The fact that they have been inserted in aH the books of the Constitution 

of that Grand Lodge from 1723 down, shows that they are still recognized as 

law, although, as Bro. HUGHAN says, it did not recognize them as regulations 

p(!,ssed for tb.e guidance ·and control of the craft. Rut it did recognize them 

as law superior to all such regulations. 

That in some respects they have been changed has raised the question of the 

power of the Grand Lodge to do so; and very many masonic jurists hold that 

it did not have the n~~hiful power to do that) but that having undertaken to 

do it the lodges of its obedience '"'ere forcibly obl(r;ed to recognize the changes. 

VERMONT, 1900. 

Our Vermont brethren give us an excellent portrait of Rev. Bro. EDWlN 

WHEELOCK, Grand Chaplain for many years, with a brief biographical sketch 

by Bro. MARSH 0. PERKINS. He has served as Grand Chaplain for over 

thirty years. 

The Grand Officers took their places, and eviden.tly also the other members 

of the Grand Lodge. The roll of Grand Officers was then called by the Grand 

Secretary and all found to be present, and there also being present" a quorum 

of officers of lodges," the Grand Lodge was opened in ample form. 

Grand Master JosEPH E. :\1ooRE, of New Jersey, Pa."\t Grand Ma::;ters JOSIAH 
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"''IN. E\VAN, of New Jersey, and JosEPH A. LoCKE, of Maine, visited the Grand 

Lodge, and were received with the Honors and invited to seats in the East. 

Vacancies in the standing committees were then fiHed, and then the report 

.._, of the Committee on Credentials was presented but referred back, as is done 

in Maine, for additions and corrections. 

The Grand Master, 'VINFIELD S. NAY, delivered a full and interesting ad

dress. He announced that harmony had prevailed with all other Grand 

Lodges, including the Grand Lodge of Washington, of whose action at that 

time he thus speaks: 

"Vlhile I regret that a more fratemal spirit could not have been manifested 
in undoing the wrong, yet with alJ due respect to the wise discretion which 
prompted the later action of our misguided brethren, we hope that again they 
may have an experimental know1edge of' how good and how pleasant it is for 
brethren to dweH together in unity.' I am pleased to inform you that at their 
request an exchange of representatives has been arranged between our respec
tive Grand Lodges, which action may harmonize the discords of the past." 

He gives an account of the District Deputy meetings, speaking in high 

tenns of their effects. 

He holds that there are grammatical errors in the ritual that ought to be 

corrected, and from the two specimens which he gives, we fully agree with 

him that measures ought to be taken to correct the inaccuracies. 

He had had a great deal of trouble with the law requiring a year's residence 
in the State before the petition of a candidate could be received, because, as 

he correctly holds, a lodge, from whose jurisdiction a candidate removes, can 
take no action in the premises, as when the candidate moves a'\\ray, it loses 
jurisdiction of every kind, although in some places, the reverse seems to be 
held; and the Grand Master thinks it is best that in all such cases the candi~ 

l date should wait the required time. 

He notices the Washington centennial, and in closing well says: 

" If I was capable of uttering them, words would be insufficient to indicate 
the significance of this international testimony to the memory of the ~Father 
of his Country' whose influence as a mason is still extending, inspiring and 
uplifting the seeker for light. 

"Masonic history does not record so large an assembly of representatives 
from the several Grand Lodges, and as has been weU said ~the craft has written 
a great chapter in its history.' New interest has been awakened among 
masons, and many will be actuated by an increased desire to emulate the virtues 
of so faithful a brother, and lasting impressions V'iill prevail of a nation's idol." 

He speaks very pleasant words also of the reception of the visitors on that 
occasion, by the Grand Lodge of Virginia. 

The year before, when he was electe~ and installed Grand Master, his father 

was present and was invited to sit on the platform during the election, which 

of course was very gratifying to Bro. NAY, but he had the sad news to an~ 

nounce that during the year his father had died. 

APP. 34 G. L. 
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He had installed in public the officers of three different lodges, and of this 

he says: 

''I am persuaded that these public gatherings in the lodge room, for installa~ 
tion of officers, are of great benefit to the members of the lodge, while to the 
public a clearer conception is given of the intents, purposes and beauties of 
Freemasonry, which may have been misunderstood." 

He had had many routine duties to perform of which he gives full state

ment. 

In relation to the Grand Orient, of Belgium, he says: 

•' Your recommendation of one year ago, to comply with the request of the 
Grand Orient of Belgium for fraternal recognition, has been complied with on 
our part as far a_s possible, a commission having been sent to :Bro. Albert 
Kruger as our representative. Our recommendation has not, up to the present 
time, received their attention, as no commission for a representative near this 
Grand Lodge has come to hand. 

"Early in Apri1 of this year, I received a communication from M. YV. Silas 
B. Wright, Grand Master of Florida, announcing that an interpretation of the 
Bulletin of the Grand Orient of Belgium revealed the fact that they had ex
changed representatives with the Grand Orient of France, and were in frater
na1 correspondence with the French, and also asking if we had arranged an 
ijXChange of representatives. 

"I immediately directed the Grand S~cretary to communicate with Bro. 
Xruger in reference to the subject, to which he has not received a reply. 
Your further action relative to the matter is desired at this time." 

The Grand Lodge upon the report of the committee, rescinded· its recogni
tion of that Grand Lodge. 

!fe gives a letter from a brother in North Carolina, showing how much 

Masonry has done to restore fraternal feelings between the north and the 

south. 

He pays a very merited coinpliment to the Report ~n Correspondence of 
Bro. MARSH 0. PERKINs, and urges that it be read by brethren, and especially 

in the lodges. 

His whole address shOVi'S that he had been an active, able officer, and that 

the craft in Vermont is pursuing its usual course of harmony and prosp~rity. 

The Grand Secretary announced that he had the material for the Grand 

Lodge register collected and ready to he put in permanent form. 

He proposed to use the card system for the alphabetical list. An appropri

ation had been made to carry this part into effect, but the Grand Secretary, 

finding that the a~wunt was not sufficient, had not used it, and ask~d for a 

larger appropriation. 

The Grand Secretary says: "In brief, the condition of Free Masonry in 

Vermont to~day is better, clearer and stronger than ever." 

The appropriation for the register ~·as made but the proposition to increase 

the per capita tax was rejected upon the report to the effect by the Com

mittee on Finance. The deht has been redll.ced $2,ooo during the year, and 

j 
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there was a fair prospect that a stil1 further reduction would be made the next 

year without increasing the tax. 
We quote the following action in relation to the Grand Orient of Belgium: 

"Your committee must confess themsekes to have been under a misappre
hension, last year, as to the attitude of the Grand Orient of Belgium relative 
to the Grand Orient of France, a purported masonic organization, but outside 
the pale of pure Freemas~mry by reason of its action in striking from its ritual 
the sacred name of Deity, and substituting on its altars the Book of Constitu
tions for the Great Light of Masonry. 

Your committee fully appreciate the efforts of the Grand Orient of Belgium 
in its struggle for the right and for humanity, and is in the fullest sympathy 
with its request for encouragement in its endeavors to promulgate and establish 
the tenets of pure Freemasonry. But it has ever been the belief of the masons 
of Vermont that there is no middle road between right and wrong, and that 
no entangling aJliances should be held by a Grand Body, requesting the recog
nition of this Grand _Lodge, with any organization that has deliberately re
jected the very foundation stone of Freemasonry. 

"With regret that the Grand Orient of Belgium does not now see its way 
clear to sever its present relations with the so-caJJed Grand Orient of France, 
and the hearty assurance that when the former shall align itself with this 
Grand Lodge in the declaration that no Grand Body that has rejected the 
corner-stone of pure Freemasonry can be construed as masonic, or its creations 
as kin to the great masonic family, the Grand Lodge of Vermont wilJ fully 
and heartily lend its aid, support and encouragement, your committee can but 
recommend the adoption of the following resolution, viz: 

".Resolved, That the action of this Grand Lodge, at its annual communica
tion last year, in extending fraternal recognition to the Grand Orient of 
Belgium be rescinded, and that the incoming 1\of. W. Grand Master be requested 
to withdraw the commission of the representative of this Grand Body near the 
aforesaid Grand Orient of Belgium/' 

A proposition had been made to consolidate two lodges, and of this the 

committee says: 

"As our Grand Lodge at its organization declared that it was 'sovereign 
and independent, governed solely by its own laws,' the committee is of the 
opinion th.at it has full authority to act upon the question without general 
regulations, as it does not infringe the Constitution or general law of 1\-fasonry, · 
providing the necessary steps have been taken by t~e lodges in interest, and 
that such consolidation win be for the best interests of Freemasonry." 

·~hereupon the necessary action was taken. Maine has a general regulation 

upon that subject, and in order to prevent misapprehension, we would say 

that we in Maine agree ·with the committee, but as more than one application 

was made for consolidation of lodges, and it appearing that others would be 

made, we adopted a general regulation prescribing the manner in which that 

might be done. 

The Report on Correspondence ( 140 pp.) was presented by Bro. MARSH. 0. 
PERKINs, who has now performed that duty for many years. 

He gives a very carefully and patiently prepared abstract of the important 

matters, with few extracts;. the most time-consuming kind of a report that is 

written. The res.uit is a report that fully justifies the commendation of the 
Grand Master. 

In his review· of Alabama, he says: 
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".One of the decisions is based on a constitntionaJ amendment reqmnng 
the Master of a lodge to cause the Secretary at the regular communication 
preceding the festival in June, to write suspended opposite the name of each 
member in arrearage for dues for two years. The Grand Master held, that 
this included a W. M., himself, if thus in arrears, but the learned committee 
found' an entirely novel question' in the situation, and requested permisSion. 
which was granted, to ponder over the same until the next annuaL If nothing 
happens, we shall then know whether a W. M. in Alabama is above, and be
yond, the Constitution or not." 

We think the case shows the absolute absurdity and error of the Alabama 

law, but the act of the Master is really a judicial act, and "how a judge can sit 

in judgment on himself, is a thing that has not yet been discovered. And 
even under the law of Alabama, erroneous as it is, we hold that the Master 
should not be allowed to act, but that it is a case for which the law has 

omitted to make prOvision. 

In relation to another matter he well says : 

"One of his decisions defines the conditions under which the right of vi<?ita
tion may be exercised by strangers, viz: ~That strict trial without the produc
tion of satisfactory paper credentials is insufficient proof of the right to visit.' 
Unquestionably correct in these days of masonic tramps, dead beats and ad
vocates of an unlimited number of Grand Lodges within a· jurisdiction. The 
knowledge of the esoterics without proper credentials should be looked upon 
with suspicion, while the possession of the latter without the former should be 
ground for a rigid investigation, as to the legitimacy of the source from which 
the papers emanated, and the right of possession of the same., 

Under the lead of ritualists, examinations were assumed to be only for the 

purpose of ascertaining if the visitor was a mason, and the equally necessary 
part of the requirement, whether he was made in a regular lodge, was omitted·, 

and the necessity of proving that ridiculed. 

Referring to "Bro. RoBBINS, of Illinois, he says; 

" His disclaimer as to ever posing as a champion of Cerneauism is best 
answered by his own writings, from which the leaders of that peculiar branch 
of disturbers of the masonic peace and harmony of the country have repeatedly 
derived comfort and encouragement, It has been their delight to quote him 
as authority 'in season and out of season.' But it is unnecessary to dwell 
longer on this. We have the utmost respect and the highest fraternal esteem 
for our brother and only regret that anything he may have written at any time in 
his zeal to defend his position could have possibly been open to 'misconstruc
tion,'·either by loyal masons, or anarchists breeding discord and ruin under 
masonic colors.'' 

We had marked for copy, his review of the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge 

of Washington, but in view of the action this year by that body, we omit it 

because we know that Bro. PERKINS will be among the first to hail this action 

in the highest tenns of commendation. 

. ' 
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VIRGINIA, 1900. 

The frontispiece is a portrait of H. OscAR KERNs, the incoming Grand 

Master. 
Names of the Grand Officers, representatives of Jodgest and other members 

of the Grand Lodge are given, and then it is stated that the Grand Lodge was 

opened in ample form. 
The Grand Master, GEORGE \V. VlRIGHT, devotes his address largely to the 

Temple Association, which is in bad financial condition, and from which, we 

are sony to learn, the Grand Lodge is likely to lose very largely. It was 

stated that there was· danger that the Temple itself would be lost, but the 

Grand Lodge made such provision that if it should be sold on foreclosure 

proceedings, the Grand Lodge would purchase it. 
It was decided that a lodge cannot hold a session without the presence of 

the charter or dispensation in the lodge room or ante-room during the session, 

and if a meeting was held "A-1thout it, the meeting would be held to be void. 

In connection '\\ith this it was decided that a lodge cannot be disciplined for 

refusing to obey an order of a District Deputy Grand Master when he is a 

member of a lodge and is not visiting it in his official capacity. 
Upon the report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, the Grand 

Lodges of Cuba, Costa Rica and Western Australia were recognized. 

The Committee on Centennial made their report, from which it appears that 

after payment of an expenses there was a surplus in their hands of about $6oo, 

and the Grand Lodge voted to devote this amount to the publication of a full 

account of the Centennial Exercises. We trust that this account will not be 

limited to what the surplus will pay for, for we believe the craft all over the 

country will be very glad to have as full an account as possible and will gladly 

pay to have it . 
The following in regard to the Grand Orient of Belghun was adopted : 

" Wlureas, The Grand Orient of Belgium seems to be in fraternal relation 
with the Grand Orient of -France, and at ]east one Grand Lodge in the United 
States has withdrawn its recognition for this reason ; therefore, 

".Resolved, That the chainnan of the Committee on Foreign Correspond· 
ence is hereby directed to correspond with the Grand Orient of Belgium on 
this subject, and make report at our nex\, Grand Annual Communication.,; 

A resolution was presented directing the Grand Secretary to prepaxe the 

Proceedings from 1823 onward for re-print, but the matter was referred, as we 

understand it, to get at the cost of this unde1taking. The Proceedings have 

been re-printed down to 1823, and we trust that our Virginia brethren will 

print another volume as early as practicable, even if it shal1 not be deemed best 

to reprint them down to the present time. 
The Committee on the Masonic Home wa.') instructed to formulate some 

p1an for increasing the endowment fund for the Home up to $1oo,ooo. 
Vle find that the historian of the Centennial Committee, S.· ]. QUINN, was 
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directed to prepare the work, obtain estimates as to its cost, and report at the 

next annual communication. 
'Fhe District Deputies nearly all made reports. 
Many of them had visited every lodge in their jurisdiction, and as a rule 

t!hey are reported to be in good condition, 
In accordance with the custoni of this Grand Lodge, a_ historical sketch of 

one lodge is printed with the Proceedings, as we]) as the Report of the 

Trustees of the Home. 

The Report on Correspondence {IJI pp.) "as presented by Bro. ]OSEPH W. 

EGGLESTON. 

In relation to membership he says: 
" Our law aHowing a mason to declare himself a member when raised has 

always been construed to mean that he has the right to declare himself a 41 
member of his mother lodge, no matter what Jodge does the work by request. 
A simple statement in the certificate sent his mother lodge, that 'he declared 
himself a member' ends the matter. We never could see why masons shonJd 
sign the by-laws, a custom adopted from qther modern societies. They are 
a~ much law to him before as after signing." 

This illustrates the differenc~ in the customs, etc., in the different sections 

of the country. In this section, long before the advent of" modern societies," 

it was the invariable custom for a member to sign the by-laws and it was re~. 
garded as the final act in the process of becoming a member. 

We have always supposed that it was intended as evidence that the brother 

was not only admitted to membership but had accepted it. It is true, however, 

now, that signing the by-laws is not required of a brother raised in the lodge, 

but it is the duty of the Secretary to enter the name of every brothe~ raised in 

the lodge on the list of members. This has grown out of our law which makes 

a brother a member of a lodge which confers the third degree upon him. 
We have spoken against the publication of the returns. Of this-he says: 

" With our experience, as a much older ju,rL..,diction, probably, no one in the 
Grand I .. odge of Virginia who knows the great trouble our Grand Secretary 
is put to in looking up-and often not finding-the name of some brother of 
long ago, where it is to him or his family important to show his masonic status, 
would agree with Grand Master AngeUotti in his opinion that it would be a 
good plan to abolish printing the full rosters of the subordinate lodges in the 
Proceedings. lt becomes, as the years go by, more and more important for 
reference, and no other record can be made so available all over the jurisdic
tion." 

Under our system, each lodge should have a copy in its archives, or rather a 

triplicate of the anriual returns to the Grand Lodge, and those returns are 

bound in volumes and kept in the office of the Grand Secretary. Under our 

system of allowing a man to be a member of but one lodge, this bas proved 

to be sufficient for all practical purposes, and we cannot see how cases enough 

can arise to justify the great expense of printing them annually. A very small 
part of that expense applied to give as.'5istance to the Grand Secretary, if needed, 

would, it seems to us, take away the reason which our brother gives. 
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Regarding the proposition of some one to have our fees raised to a sufficient 

sum to pay for a life membership, he sayl3: 

"This may, at first bJush, look like the solution of this vexed question, but 
it has the one weak point of increasing the desilie for new members, which is 
already our greatest evil. Once let it become true that each new member adds 
materially to the wealth of a Jodge1 and it would result in greater disposition 
to give the candidate the benefit of all doubt as to his fitness, instead of giving 
it, as we should do, to the institution. It would be the greatest good that 
could come to us if no material advantage accrued to any lodge by the acqui
sition of new- members. Indeed, the very sifting out of worthless material by 
s. n. p. d. is of itself a benefit. This subject, is1 -of course, disagreeable, but 
it is our sewer, and sewers are never pleasant to think about." 

In addition to the reason stated by him, experience shows that such funds 

are apt to be wasted or spent in extravagancies: in addition it is very certain 

that it would decrease the number of initiates largely, not because they are not 

fit to be masons or unable to pay annual dues, but simply on the line of pecuni

ary ability. 

In Virginia they do not have Committees on Investigation, but every mem

ber is under obligation to satisfy himself that a candidate is worthy and casts 

his ballot accordingly. 

Without any experience under this system it would seem that the searching 

investigat~on into the character of candidates that ought to be made and 

should be made by a committee specially charged with the purpose, would be 

likely to be neglected. 
He thus explains their system of lodge membership, which differs from that 

of almost every other Grand Lodge in the country. The resti-iction to one 

lodge seem..;; to be quite universal and whether experience led to the change 
or not we are unable to say. But their system seems to work well in Virginia. 

"'We, like England, permit what is called dual membership. A mason in 
good standing can apply verbally for membership in any lodge without fee, 
and can belong to as many as will elect him by unanimous ballot. He can 
withdraw from any lodge at any time, if clear of the books and not under 
charges. ·Hence, if a member of only one lodge, and wishing to change, he 
can apply to the new lodge and be elected, and then withdraw from the old 
one, or he can withdraw :first and then apply to the new one. We requite no 
dimits, recognize them only as evidence of non-indebtedness, and issue them 
on 'request, largely because our members, moving to other jurisdictions, need 
them. Suspension in any one lodge, for any cause, suspends the brother in 
an to which he belongs." 

He thinks that if we should use the term "Present Master" instead of 

"Past Master," all the fuss about that degree, as it is called, would be allayed. 

But we doubt it, for it mostly arises because brethren will not understand 

that two different things may have the same name. We regard the whole 

trouble that is made about it as an absurdity any way. 

He speaks very highly of the address of Grand Master CHOATE in 1900, 

quoting fully from it, noting as he goes along that in Virginia they suspend 
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from the rights of Masonry for non-payment of dues instead oi suspending 
from membership, as we do here in Maine. 

The difference is founded upon the Maine doctrine, recognized elsewhere 

also, that a man may be a maoon without being a member of the lodge, but i~ 

he is not a member he loses the rights which membership gives Hm, but only 
those rights. 

He mentions the .Past Master's degree several times. The only additional ob
servation we have to make is that the fact that some other organization has 
adopted one of our names, does not seem to us to be a reason for changing 
the name. 

We fully agree with him in the following: 

"Another remarkable case '\\'aS one in which a mason was expelled, appealed, 
and Grand Lodge annulled the expulsion, but suspe1tded him for three years. 
At the end of the three years the Grand Master was asked to define his status. 
He sensibly held that he was where he was suspended from-a member in good 
standing; but the Jurisprudence Committee decided that he was, by the ex· 
piration of the term, re-instated to good masonic standing, but not to member-
ship. This looks strange to us. If he was suspended ~or a definite time it 
would seem that at the expiration of the period fixed he would of necessity, 
return to exactly the position from Which he was suspended, unless there is 
some local statute providing otherwise, and even then the term suspendr>d 
would hardly apply, unless they use a different dictionary west of the Missis-
sippi from those in use with us." 

Regarding the required bond of masonic officers, he says: 

j 
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"As elsewhere stated in this report, we do not like this modern idea at all, 
that brother masons are not to be trusted without official bonds. It is lower
ing our high standard before the world. The committee did not approve of 
the recommendation, but adhered to the official bond only. We prefer the 
practice of only requiring money to be deposited as a separate fund, to be paid 
out on checks which show that the fund is a trust, and thus prevent danger of 
loss by confusion with private or business deposits. To bond a Grand Trea.c;- ~ 
urer, and not require masonic moneys kept as a trust, permits and encourages 4 
his lending them out for his own profit, and incidentally suggests his postpon-
ing payments in order to use these moneys as his own as long as possible. 
We see evil, and only evil, in this course, and nothing that looks like Masonry." 

The custom has arisen undoubtedly because it has been found by expeiience 
that even masons elected to office are not invariably honest enough or wise 

enough to avoid the loss of funds committed to them. We do not understand 

that requiring the bond from the Grand Treasurer gives him any more rights 
or powers to u.~e the moneys than if he did not give the bond. It is undoubt
edly true that in business life and masonic Jife such formerly was the idea, 
hut now everywhere, so far as we know, trust funds are required to be kept 

separate from individual funds, a~d the requirement of a bond from a Grand 

Officer does not allow him to use the funds for himself. Making embezzle

ment a crime is of quite recent origin, but almost everywhere it is a crime 
now. 

In relation to the incorporating of lodges, he says: 
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"A striking lesson is given of the folly of incorporating masonic lodges, 
Grand or Subordinate, in the report of the judgment of the Supreme Court, 
in the case of Robert Kopp vs. George W. White, Grand Treasurer. The 
action was instituted by the plaintiff, an expelled mason, asking that the 
Grand Lodge be compelled to re-instate him. The offence and the particulars 
of the trial, including errors al1eged, on which appeal was taken, are, of course, 
interesting, but are too voluminous to quote here. The point of the whole 
matter is the utter failure of the plaintiff, owing to the fact that the Grand 
Lodge was not incorporated, and the probability that, had it heen, its most 
secret proceedings might easily have been brought out in court, and possibly 
a suspended, or expelled, member re-instated by civil process, on account of 
rights claimed. It is clear that the court was animated by a high sense of justice, 
and free from prejudice against Masonry;. but can this be sai~ of an courts?" 

We were somewhat startled upon reading this, for we do not so understand 
the opinion in the case. The reasoning in the opinion refers, as we under

stand it, wholly to busine.rs corporations, those created for making money, and 
does not refer to charitable or benevolent corporations, and under the words 

of the opinion itself it does not apply to corporations of which a person can

not become a member except" by the consent of that corporation." In other 

States, also, the fact that a body was incorporated was held to make no differ· 
ence whatever--the corporation being only for benevolent purposes. Of 

course we are not prepared to state What the law is in Virginia, but we have 

based our remarks upon the law as it has been decJared in our own section, 
and we gravely doubt whether our brother's remarks in relation to bringing 

our records into court, even in Virginia, would not apply to an unincorporated 
body as fully as to an incorporated body. 

Of the \Visconsin proposition, he we11 says: 

"The Wisconsin proposition of a few years ago, which was so generally re
jected, would have reduced our institution to the basis ~nd level of modern 
mutual benefit societies. The great reason which actuated Grand Lodges in 
refusing to adopt it was that our relief would have been no Jonger either 
masonic or charity. To be masonic it must be prompted by the motive of 
brotherly love, without the hope of fee or reward, and to be charity it must be 
voluntarily and freely given. If a lodge anywhere could relieve the wants of 
a brother, with the assurance of being repaid by his own lodge, they would 
only be transacting business, and not exercising their finer feelings. If a lodge 
were compeJled to pay another lodge for having relieved one of their brethren, 
they would be paying (often unwillingly) a debt, but would in no sense be 
doing a charity. As has been well said, 'Charity never creates a debt.' Many 
a poor lOdge would, under the w-isconsin plan, be utterly bankrupted, without 
an opportunity to say whether they were ·willing, or even able, to extend the ~ 
relief which some other lodge or Board of Relief might think only right and 
proper.'' 

W ASHINOTON, 1900. 

The frontispiece is a portrait of the retiring Grand Master, WILLIAM 

MoRRIS SEEMAN, and the portrait of Past Grand Master WILLIAM HENRY 

U PTO~ is given in connection with his Report on Correspondence. 

The Grand Lodge was called to order, prayer was offered, the roll called, 
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the piaces of absent officers filled, and the Grand Lodge opened in ampre 
form. 

Grand Master SEEMAN announced the deaths of several brethren, among 

them the Grand Treasurer, who was also Past D. Grand Master, and Past 

Grand :VIasters PLATT A. PRESTON and }AMES E. EDMISTON. 

Of foreign relations he says: 

"It gives me pleasure to report that our relations with all Grand Lodges 
with which we are in communication, continue to be most cordial and fra
ternal. Of the Grand Lodges which severed fraternal relations with us in 
1898 and 1899, seven have repealed their edicts of non-intercourse. This 
Grand Lodge, of course, resumes with pleasure relations which it never had 
any desire to see interrupted. 

"1 have had correspondence with Grand Masters of other jurisdictions 
looking to a restoration of fraternal relations, and I deem it essential to the 
best intere.o;ts of Masonry, that my successor be left free to continue this cor
respondence unhampered by any furt.her·expressions by the Grand Lodge, at 
this communication, upon any of the subjects out of which their edi,:ts of non
intercourse arose." 

Among th:e Representatives which lle had appointed was ENoCH 0. GREEN

I,EAF, for Maine, and he had received the credentials of Bro. LEVI ANKENY, 

representative from :Maine. 

He had granted dispensations for .three new lodges, to which he recom
mended that charters be issued. as well as to a lodge which had been contin

ued under dispensation. 

He had io;sued dispensations to lodges to elect and install officers in place 

of brethren who had been elected but declined to be installed. It seems that 

the propriety of this kind of dispensations had been denied by the Grand 

Lodge, but he found that every One of the committee which reported the de

cision, had, while Grand Master, issued precisely the same kind of dispensa

tions; and he did it for the purpose of either having the by-Jaws changed or 

the former decision reversed. 

He had refused some dispensations which Grand Master~ generally have 

the power to grant, on the ground that he had no such pt "',r. 

He rendered several decisions, among them that a blank. tllot is not a vote, 

and that one lodge has no right to incur indebtedness for at.Aher lodge, with

out authority to do so. 

Observances of the Centennial of the death of Washington were held at his 

suggestion in inany of the lodges. 

He states that the present mode of instructing the craft in the standard 

work and lectures does not give the satisfaction hoped for, and that it is not 

the fault of their lecturers, but, as he thinks, the fault of the system. We 

would suggest that the Grand Lodge try the District Deputy Grand Master 

system, and see if there is any reason why that would not work in Washing· 

ton as wen as in other jurisdictions. 

The Grand Secretary's report shows that, with rare exceptions, the financial 
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condition of the lodges is excelJent; that the number "dropped" bas fallen 

off, and that there is a net gain in membership. 

Bro. REED also makes a pretty fulJ report in relation to the Washington 

Centennial Exercises, speaking in high term~ of the proceedings. 

Upon the report of the Committee on: jurisprudence, recognition was refused 

to the Grand Dieta, and the question in relation to Peru and Porto Rico was 

deferred. 

The Grand Orient of Belgium was recognized. 

The committee also presented a long report in relation to the Grand Lodge 

of Hamburg, recommending that the rescinding resolution be not adopted, and 

that other resolutions be adopted in their stead; but action was deferred until 

the next communication of the Grand Lodge. While we have not information 

in relation to the specific action upon the report, we are able to say that it 
was not adopted, but that the old status was revived, so that Wa._.;;hington is 

now in full accord with New York. 

An effort was made to repeal the resolutions against saloon keepers, and 

the majority of the comrp.ittee reported in favor of it, but the mino.rity reported 

that no change be made in the legislation, and that was adopted. 

It was decided that Alaska is open territory, in which the Grand Lodge of 

Washington has the right to establish lodges. 

The Grand Lodge voted in favor of establishing a Masonic Home, and a 

committee was <{ppointed to report upon it at the riext annual communication, 

with power to receive subscriptions. 

The Report on Correspondence (236 pp.) was submitted by Past Grand 
Master UPTON. 

It L".i chiefly devoted to a discussion of the former action of the Grand 

Lodge which has caused so much excitement, to extol1ing himself, and to 

abusing others who differ from him, especially the writer of this report. 
He is very careful ~ot to give what anybody .else says, but in place of them 

surn.titutes his false and perverted statements of them, and he is fooli<>h · 

enough in this report to make allegations that everybody kno"Pt'S are false. 

At the la~t session of the Grand Lodge he had met with a severe defeat, and in 

thts report, ·whollr or nearly alJ written afterwards, he gives voice to his spite; 

but at the recent session of his Grand Lodge he was again defeated more over

whelmingly than before . 

In his conclusion, he says: 

"It may be that a few years hence may see me back again at the round 
table; but for the present-perhaps with the hearty and contributory sanction 
of the R. W. Brother whom we intend to elect Grand Ma..<>ter a few days from 
now,- I shall retire." 

He could well say this, for it was not written until, in spite of the frantic 

efforts of his few friends, the Grand Mao;ter had absolutely refused to appoint 

him upon the committee. 
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He poses as a martyr and thinks he is a greatly '\bused man, whereas the 
reflections made upon him personalJy by aU the writers combined are not a 

tithe of the space which he has spent in personaJiy denouncing others, and in 

every case that has come to our notice he has been the first aggressor. But we 

believe that our '\Vashington brethren have now come to learn his rea) 

character and that his days for mischief are ended. 

WBST VIRGINIA, 1900. 

We have portraits with brief biogrnphical sketches of ARTHUR D. VI/. 
STIUCKLER, the incoming Grand Ma.<>ter, and~ of Bro. M. M. W AR.REN, Dis- , 

trict Deputy Grand Master. 

The Grand Lodge held a large number of special communications to con

stitute lodges and lay comer-stones. At some of them exceeding1y interesting 

addresses were made, but we have not room to notice them. 

The ceremonies were invariably performed by the G-rand Lodge opened in 

ample form and closed when the ceremonies were finished. 
_At the annual communication the record gives the names of those who 

were present, and the Grand Secretary having announced that a quorum was 

present, the Grand Master opened the Grand Lodge in amp1e form, and 

announced that a constitutional number of the lodges were represented and 

the Grand Lodge was ready for business. 

The representative of sister Grand Lo4ges were then introduced and wel-

comed, after which the Grand Master, NEIL RoBINSON, proceeded with his 

address. 

A very large number of matters h~d come before him for action. Among 

his decisions was one to the effect that the initiation of a candidate by a lodge 

other than the one in whose jurisdiction he resides, was absolutely void, and 

that he can petition over again to any lodge which at the time has jurisdic

tion over him. Very few wiJI concur with him him in this. 

The Centennial of Washington's death was observed by the lodges in dif

ferent parts of the state. 

Other matters of 'a routine character came before him, but none of general 
interest. 

The Grand Secretary in his report says: 

"The most important event of the year, was the celebration at Mount Ver
non, Virginia, Dec. 14, 1899, of the one hundredth anniversary of the death of 
the greatest American statesman, patriot and Freemason, George Washington, 
the first President of the American Republic. Masons were present from all 
portions of the civilized world. On the whole, it was a memorable occasion, 
and it undoubtedly made a strong impression upon the country. In my last 
report on Foreign Correspondence, I discussed the subject in all of its phases 
and bearings, and I will not, therefore, say more at this time than to add 
that our oldest and most distinguished surviving Past Grand 1\faster-M. W. 

I 
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Brother Robert White-was Grand Marshal of the historic parade. He 
handled himself withsuch skill and judgment in the discharge of his exacting 
duties, as to reflect credit upon himself and honor upon this M. ,V. Grand 
·Lodge. M. \V. Brother Neil Robinson, our presiding Grand Master, and a 
goodly number of our West Virginia brethren, myseJf included, participated 
in the celebration.'' 

VVe desire to endorse emphatically what is said by Bro. ATKINSON in relap 

tion to Bro. RoBERT \VHITE. AB who were present were under great obliga

tions to him. 
The Deputy Grand Masters submitted reports directly to the Grand I~odge, 

which were referred to the committee without reading, with the reports also 

of the Deputy Grand Lecturers. Most of the reports are brief, but they 

suggest the inquiry why the two offices cannot be combined, as is done in 

Maine, in one brother: and why the reports cannot be made in advance to 

the Grand Master. 

The rep01ts show a rather prosperous condition of the lodges. 

In relation to the Past Master's degree, so called, the record says: 

"The amendment which was adopted at ihe last session of the Grand Lodge, 
looking to the abolishing of the degree of Past Master in subordinate lodges, 
was acted upon at the present session, and less than two-thirds of the repre
sentatives present having voted in the affirmative, it was declared rejected, 
and the Past Master's degree is therefore retained in this Grand Jurisdiction." 

The Committee on Correspondence submitted the foUowing report, which 

was adopted: 

'' Your committee has had under consideration for some time past, the 
question of recognition of the Gran Dieta Symbolica, of the Republic of 
Mexico. \VhiJe of late the perplexities of Mexican Masonry to masons of the 
United States have greatly improved, and many of the objections to the es~ 
tahlishment of fraternal relations with that Grand Body of Freemasons, have 
disappeared, yet we do not, at this time, feel entirely justifiable in recommend
ing recognition, and therefore ask that the matter may go over for another 
year. 

"We also ask further time for a more complete investigation of the applica
tions of the Grand Lodges of Costa Rica and Western Australia for recogni
tion by this M. W. Grand Lodge, which applications have been referred to 
this committee for consideration." 

Efforts were inaugurated looking to the establishment of a Masonic Home. 

The Report on Correspondence (Ig8 pp.) was presented, as heretofore, by 

brother GEORGE \V. ATKINSO~. 

He gives a very full though concisely written abstract of the proceedings 

with few comments. 

Of the reports of the District Deputies of the Grand Lodge of Canada, he 

says: 

" Every Deputy makes it a rule to visit each lodge in his district, and he 
never fails to submit a tabu1ated statement showing the exact condition of 
each lodge he visits. These reports and tables should be accepted as models 
by the District Deputy Grand Masters of every Grand Lodge in the world. 
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No item, however small, is overlooked, and when all of these items are 
united, the report becomes perfect in every feature of information of impor
tance and value to the craft. · With such a body of men constantly working 
and persistently looking after the interests of the Fraternity, it is no wonder 
that Freemasonry in Canada progresses with rapid speed. When anything 
gets out of joint in a particular lodge, the District Deputy, if not present at 
the time, will soon be there to adjust it and to place the machinery in running 
order." 

This is what we try to do in Maine, and we commend it, as he does, to the 

attention of his oWn Grand Lodge. 

He believes, contrary to all our observation and experience, that the 

Grand Lodge ritual can be transmitted orally, from generation to generation, 
without change. 

In his review of Maine, he says: 

'"One of the local lodges exemplified the work of the Third degree in the 
presence of the Grand Lodge, and a vote of thanks was extended to the lodge 
for the ~xceptionally fine rendition of the work. This is something out of the 
ordinary line in Grand Lodge proceedings, but it seems to me is the right 
thing, and it should be encouraged. ln this way a lodge situated in the city 
where the Grand Lodge meets will be stimulated to thoroughly post its officers 
in the ritual, and thus encourage them to raise the standard of lodge work." 

It is not "out of the ordinary line" in Maine, and the occasion is one of 

very great interest. 

We had the pleasure of a call from our brother last summer, and we are 

hopefully looking forward to a repetition of the )?Ieasure. Our only regret 

was that we did not know in advance that he was coming, and so could not 

get up sufficient force to hold him a prisoner for a while, and go about over 

Maine a little voith him. 

Of the Washington matter he says: 

·'Much discussion has been had over the action and reaction of the M. W. 
Grand Lodge of Washington in re N egro.made Freemasons. It is evidently 
the wish of all of the Grand Lodges that this question may be considered 
settled, and may forever be relegated to the rear, notwithstanding the rescind
ing act of of the alleged offending Grand Lodge is unquestionably incomplete; 
and yet, the'writings of !\f. W. Brother W. H. Upton, the one who apparently 
'scratched up the snake,' are so rabid and severe that the ghost wi11 not down, 
until he slackens his pace and 'buries his hatchet.' I trust that he will here
after be more considerate in his utterances toward his brethren, whose judg
ments and opillions do not run along the same grooves in which he sees fit to 
move and vibrate.1

' 

He had failed to receive the Proceedings of some of the Grand Lodg€s, but 

with those exceptions he had gone faithfully over the Proceedings and pre

pared a report that is of exceeding interest to the craft of his jurisdiction. 
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WISCONSIN, 1900. 

Without any preliminary proceedings, as stated in the record, the Grand 

Lodge was opened in ample form. 
The Committee on Credentials was appointed, and the Grand Master, 

CHARI.ES E. WHELAN, immediately delivered his annual address. 

Of the past year, he says: 
"The year has shown a conservative, healthful growth, in the fraternity. 

'Vithout the sound of trump or ostentation of any kind the fraternity to-day 
is richer by 198 members than it was a year ago. Not a large number, to be 
sure, but the very smallness of the net addition is a demonstration of the 
general care exercised to maintain the masonic doctrlne of non-solicitation and 
guarding of the outer door. Tohday the membership is reported by the Grand 
Secretary as 17,619" 1 

He then devoted two pages to a most earnest appeal to the brethren to ap

preciate their individual responsiblity for the success of Masonry; but for want 

of space we would copy the whoJe, but it is all based upon the idea that the 

individual walk and conversation of masons when outside the tiled door, gives 

the standard by which the institution is judged, and he enforces the individ

ual duty of masons, as we have already said, with great force and eloquence. 

He does not think that the time has yet come when the craft in his state 

can assume the burden of building and maintaining a 1\fasonic Home; but he 

does think the th!le has come when an accumulation of a fund for that pur

pose should be commenced, and we note that Past Grand Master WAsHBURN 

(a native of Maine) offered a resolution looking to that end, which \vas re

ferred to the first four Grand Officers to report at the next annual communica

tion. 

In this connection, the Grand Master says: 

~·The Order of the Eastern Star, which is proving itself a worthy helpmeet to 
the Masonic Fraternity, has already taken the initiative in this matter in its 
Grand Chapter, as I am informed, and demonstrated its willingness to take 
upon itseJf a part of this burden. We can do no less than second these efforts, 
and "if we work together with the women of our masonic households, in this 
worthy cause, I do not think there will be cause.to regret. I give the subjeCt 
into your keeping in the hope that we may at least make a start on an under~ 
taking that will certainly be a continued blessing." 

He states that the halls of four lodges had been destroyed by fire during the 

year and one by a cyclone. The circumstances~ in the case of one Jodge, 

whose hall was destroyed by fire, were such that he permitted an appeal to the 

craft in that state for aid. 

He announced the death of Bro. LEONARD BARRETT, who for thirty years 

had been Grand Tyler, and of the deaths of three Past Grand Wardens. 

The portrait of Bra BARRETT is given. 

He urges lodges to celebrate St. John's Days, and in this connection he says 

that some brethren have formed mutua) association for this purpose and he 

l 
I 



r 

532 Correspondence-. Wisconsin. 

speaks especially of one, and he hopes that new impulse V~ill be given to thcs·e 
observances as they have been for some years past neglected. We ft:ar that 

this is the case generally; and- his plan of forming an association of several 
lodges for that purpose seems to us a very wise one. 

We regret to learn from his address that the Grand Secretary, Bro. JoHN 

W. LAFLIN, had been compelled by ill health to have a rest, and he advises 

that he be given a: vacation of two months or longer, upon fuU pay, and that 

authority be given the Grand Master to appoint an assistant during his 

absence, and it was so ordered. 

He gives an account of the cyclone at New Richmond. Over $Io,ooo_ had 
been contributed by the craft and di.;;tributed to the sufferers. 

One case is so touching that we voill state it more in detail. 

A lodge owned a hall in the upper part of a building. It was mortgaged 
for $1,750 and was utterly destroyed. The mortgage was held by a brother 
who was paralyzed from his waist down, so that he could not walk. The 

money loaned llli"aS the savings of himself and famlly' for years and was 

absolutely essential to his support. Of course the security was utterly de
stroyed and the lodge was in such a condition that it could not possibly pay 

the money. The Grand Master therefore took $1,500 of the funds contributed 

and discharged the obligation against the lodge, the brother holding it dis

counting the balance. Another case was that of a brother in Vermont who 
owned one of the buildings destroyed. He was an old man unable to earn 

anything, and dependent for his living, to a large extent, upon the income re
ceived from that building, and the Grand Master allotted to him $240 out of 

the fund. 
This is not exactly in accord with the Wisconsin doctrine of masonic charity, 

but it is precisely what we have always believed they would do when an occa

sion would arise. They did not tUrn Bro. WHITCOMB over to his own lodge 

or the Grand Lodge of Vermont, but relieved him in the true spirit of 

Masonry. 

Of the Grand Lodge of Washington the Grand Master says: 

" The Grand Lodge of Washington was in session at the same time as that 
of Wisconsin, and at its session it rescinded its action of the year before ac
cording to a telegram received by the Grand Secretary from the Grand Secre
tary of Washington, just prior to the publication of the proceedings. I 
therefore immediately issued an edict continuing om intercourse uninterrupted. 
Later we received the official report of the ~r ashington Grand Lodge proceed
ings, and I read with much regret the resolutions adopted, which rescinded 
the letter of the former action, but in which the spirit of insistence upon the 
right of the offending position dominates. It would have been much more 
conducive to harmony and a restoration of perfect concord between the Grand 
Lodge of Washington and the brethren elsewhere, had more temperate 
language been used toward the jurisdiction which condemned the Washington 
action, and had a more positive abandonment of their unenviable position been 
promulgated. The· resolutions, I am satisfied, do not voice the general senti
ment of the membership in Washington, and I look for a more pronounced 
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declaration against the action of r8g8 at the session of the Washington Grand 
Lodge this week, and one which will be fully acceptable to the brethren without 
the confines of that state. Brother Aldro Jenks, in his report as Correspond
ence Committee, will fully discuss this matter and express Wisconsin's position 
in his own able manner, and I think it safe in his hands." 

He had found that there were several lodges that had been almost dormant, 

and he believes that, if a lodge will not hold meetings, it is not entitled to be 

continued: and he requested the committee to confer with the Grand Lecturer 

in relation to their condition. 

lie cautions the Grand Lodge also about issuing too many charters. 
He found it necessary to protest most emphatically against innovations 

which some of the lodges are making in the work in spite of the edict of the 

Grand Lodge. 

He laments the use of political methods in relation to offices in the lodge 

and in the Grand Lodge, and his remarks deserve careful consideration; they 

led to the passage of an ediCt of the Grand Lodge as follows: 

"It is unmasonic for a mason to solicit for himself, either personally or by 
another, influence for votes to promote his election to any office in his lodge or 
in the Grand Lodge. It is unmasonic for a mason to try in any manner to 
influence the vote of another, either for or against any person for masonic 
office, but he may state whether or not in his judgment, a particular person 
is we1l qualified by good character and masonic knowledge to discharge the 
duties of the specified office." 

'Ve are not quite sure but that the last clause goes so far as to endanger 

making the whole a dead letter. The general statement allowed by it might 

be in many cases insufficient without the grounds of the statement being 

given. It is a matter in which it is exceedingly difficult to draw ~he line be

tween what is proper and what is not proper, and the doubt shonld always be 

in favor of non-interference. 

Among his decisions was the foilov..-ing: 

""'aiver of jurisdiction by one lodge is sufficient to release jurisdiction 
where several lodges have concunent rights over material." 

This we have always held to be correct, but the committee says: 

" That decision No. 5 be not approved for the reason, it is in conflict 
with a decision adopted by the Grand Lodge in 1897 (see page 11 of Transac
tions), in which it is held that a lodge has no jurisdiction of material, that has 
removed from· its territorial jurisdiction." 

We agree fully in the last two lines, but either the whole matter is not stated 

or else it does not seem to us to apply to the decision. 

He also made the following decision: 

"E was initiated in Lodge A. He removed to the jurisdiction of Lodge B, 
and applied to Lodge B for advancement. Lodge B asked Lodge A to 're
lease jurisdiction.' Lodge A, under seal, replies, 1 You are authorized to 
confer the F. C. and M. M. degrees on E.' The degees were conferred in 
1897 and E was reported as a member of Lodge B. No claim was made by 

APP. 35 G. L. 
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Lodge A upon Lodge Bon this matter until 1899, and E was not· returned 
to the Grand 1-'odge as a member by Lodge A, although the record was pub
lished with E listed as a member of Lodge B without objection on the part 
of Lodge A, Lodge B, paying Grand Lodge tax all the time and Lodge A 
none. 

"Held, that E is a member of Lodge B, Lodge A having confirmed Lodge 
Bin its claim by acquiescing for two years in the record of E as a member of 
Lodge B and not returning him as a member of Lodge A." 

This was approved, the committee, however, adding, "for Lodge A has 
surrendered its jurisdiction of it." 

The following was also approved : 

"A lodge cannot do work for another lodge against the objection of one of 
its own members." 

We have always understood that such a request is granted by a majority 

vote, but if the law is as stated in this decision, it diminishes somewhat the 

danger of this method of proceeding. 

The Grand Master says that the differences in the rituals in the different 

states are simply amazing, and while he is greatly opposed to a General Grand 

Lodge, he believes that there should be some kind of a conference of repre

sentatives of Grand Lodges to secure uniformity. But there is so much 

groundless fear of a General Grand Lodge, and so much unwillingness on the 

part of ritualists to ;:.tdmit that there should be any change in the ritual, as 
they learned it, such a conference, in our opinion, would avail nothing. 

In fact the history of the conferences which have been held establi~hed 

this quite conclusively. The last 'one that was held had really Jess influence 
on the craft than any of the preceding ones. 

The Committee on Grand Lodge Installation Service report forms for 

installation and they are published in the proceedings. They seem well 

adapted for the purpose, and have the commendable merit of brevity. 
As usual, the Grand Lecturer, Bro. M. L. You~Gs, had vigorously discharged 

his duty, and reports as a whole matters in a prosperous condition. 

He says: 

"Occasional deviations from, and interpolations in the work have come to 
my knowledge. In some instances they have been made through the ignorance 
of young Masters of the requirements, at1d who, at the instance of some 
fanciful and over-zealous brother, have permitted the introduction of excres
cences, borrowed from lodges in neighboring jurisdictious, yet unknown to. 
and foreign to the ritual of that or any other Grand Lodge. Such, as a 
parody on one of the scenes in Hamlet recently introduced into a few lodges 
and other interpolations foreign to the ritual, tending to lighten the degree and 
make it tiresome to the candidate and all others as well as to· mar the symme
try of our work and destroy its boasted uniformity. From personal obsen•a
tion and from information received, I am led to believe that at no time in the 
history of this Grand Lodge have the constituent lodges been, as a whole in 
a more harmonious or prosperous condition than now." 

We have copied the edict against electioneering, and yet V~"e must add the 

remarks of the committee upon that subject: 
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"If there is any institution in the land that ought to be kept free from 
politics and political methods, it is the Masonic Lodge. K either the princi
ples or the objects of Free Masonry are in harmony with the practice of 
office-seeking. When left free and uninfluenced, the members of a lodge will 
almost invariably select for official positions 'those who best can work and 
best agree.' \Vhen a mason deems it necessarr in order to.obtain an official 
position, to use, either personally or through his friends, lobbying, intriguing 
and log-ro1ling methods to obtain it, it is a very sure indication that he does 
not pos~ess those qualities of head and heart, that would naturally lead his 
brethren to select him for any important position. Free ~asons will always 
beware of such an one. E\·en the highest position in :Masonry, if obtained by 
~o1icitation, combinations and intriguing, does not bring honor to the occupant, 
but if \•;ritho•ut solicitation or suggestion on his part, one is selected by his 
brethren for an official position, 'there all the honor lies.' Office seeking in 
the lodge is apt to bring heart-burnings and discord. It does not tend to unite 
the membership • into one sacred band or society of friends and brothers 
among whom no contention should ever exist.' Even this Grand Lodge in 
times past has been. humiliated if not disgraced, by efforts to obtain office 
through lobbying methods, that ought to bring the blush of shame to the 
cheeks of those engaged therein.'' 

\Ve wish the committee had also given their views in relation to the promo

tion-in-line practice that is beginning to obtain a foothold in our Grand Lodges 

and lodges. 

The daughter of our beloved brother, Past Grand Master WILLIAM C. 

Sv.'AIN, wrote some verses to her father without the slightest idea of their 

being published, but they got into the columns of a masonic paper and the 

Grand Chaplain read them during the counting of the ballot, and the poem is 

published in the Proceedings "because of its merit and their fraternal regard 

for Bro- SWAIN. 

The following resolution indicates that they have the same fault in their 

Grand Lodge as we have had in the past in ours, but, we are glad to say, it 

has considerably decreased: 

•• Resolved, That in case of absentees at roll caB on the first and second 
days of the Annual Communication, such absentees shall be entitled to make 
excuses for their absence to the :M. W. Grand Master and if in his judgment 
such excuses are valid and sufficient, theM. ,V. Grand Master is hereby auth
orized to direct the payment to such absentee of his mileage and per diem the 
same as if such absence had not been noted." 

In the closing moments of the Grand Lodge, the Grand Master, C. C. 

RoGERS, announced ·that a brother had, by will, left the sum of $5,000 for a 

Masonic Home, and accompanied the announcement with remarks of much 

interest, especially to the Wisconsin brethren. T.hey are too long to copy but 

we commend to our brethren to go to the library and read them. 

The Report on Correspondence (pages IJ6) is again presented by Bro. 

ALDRO JE~KS. 

We are obliged to regret, that on account of an unexpected absence, the 

printer is so closely upon us to finish the publication of our proceedings, that 

l 
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we cannot give the attention to it that we bad planned when v.:e read it for 

the purpose of review. 

In his review of Arizona, he says: 

"lie quotes from a letter received from Grand Master Upton, of \Vashing
ton, as follows~ • At its last communication the Grand Lodge' of 'VVashington 
made no change in its position, but it greatly modified its language in the hope 
that no excuse may longer exist for misunderstariding us or meddlin,E[ with our 
affairs.' 

"To our mind, this is1 on Brother Upton's part, considerably like' telling 
tales out of school.' Did the Grand Lodge of '\Vashington desire the masonic 
world to understand that it had made no change in its position~ If we con
strue their recent utterances aright, it endeavored to convey the impression 
that it had made a change in its position, but desired to. do so in such language 
as would be really meaningless." 

We commend the following to the most earnest attention of the craft every

where, and we are glad to find our brother speaking so forcibly, and so fully 

in accord with the ancient law of Masonry: 

"\Ve have no fault to find with any of these decisions excepting the one 
which holds that the widow of an unaffiliated mason has no claim .. whatever on 
the craft. We have been taught to believe that it was a mason's obligation 
and not membership in a lodge which makes him a mason; that an unaffiliated 
mason i., a mason in good standing with all the rights of a mason excepting 
such as pertain to lodge membership and subject to al1 the obligations of 
Masonry excepting such as are due to a particular lodge. While we believe 
that evety mason ought to belong to some lodge, we do not believe that we 
can free ourselves from obligations to him, his widow and orphans, because 
he has not seen .fit to affiliate "rith some lodge. His neglect to so affiliate may 
not have been his fault, poverty may have prevented or the lodge with whicb 
be would naturally affiliate might contain some brother less worthy than 
he, who through the secrecy of the ballot box might prevent affiliation. It is 
certainly unjust and unmasonic to say that the craft can relieve itself of its 
duties to"\\rards the widow and orphans of such a mason, s-imply because he 
was not affiliated with some lodge." 

He commends Grand Master LoCKE for his able, business-like address and 

for" the practical good sense that permeates its utterances." 

He says further: 

" One of the decisions announced was to the effect that every candidate 
who receives the third degree in a lodge, becomes, under the constitution of 
the Grand Lodge of Maine, a member of said lodge, and that this is true 
where as a matter of courtesy the degree is conferred at the request of a lodge 
in another jurisdiction. 

" V.t e regret this ruling. It seems to us that where a degree is conferred 
a;; a matfer of cour:tesy for a lodge in another jurisdiction, a brother raised 
should be held to be a member of the lodge making the request. Otherwise 
we fail to see where the courtesy comes in." 

In explanation we would say that under our law no lodge can confer the 

degree for another lodge" as a matter of courtesy,, as we hold that it is 

against the law of the craft and is .rea11y an innovation of modern times. We 

have given our reason elsewhere. The first lodge must surrender its jurisdic~ 

tion, and the candidate be accepted by our lodge in the usual manner. 

I 

~ 
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Referring to Bro. LocKE'S remarks in relation to making Catholics masons, 

he says: 

H In this state we have a number of enthusiastic masons who are Catholics, 
and among the number is one who at the time of his initiation, and for many 
years afterward. v.--a.o; a Roman Catholic Priest. V\le believe that he is such 
at the present day, and is still a member in good standing of one of our lodges, 
at least this was true a few years ago when '\Ve investigated the subject. The 
three degrees v.-cre conferred upon him at a communication of the lodge by 
virtue of a dispensation of the Grand Master of \Visconsin." 

But is he still a Roman Catholic Priest, and if so, is the fact that he is a 

mason known to his superiors? We do not think so. 

In this connection, we give the following from a leading Catholic magazine 

endorsed by the Bishop of the Diocese in which it is published: 

" Question. Has the Catholic Church ever officially condemned :Masonry? 
"Answer. The Catholic Church has repeatedly condemned Freemasonry 

as essentially opposed to the belief in the personality of God, as subversive of 
legitimate authority, and finally as requiring an unrestricted oath hom its 
members. Any conscientious man can see that this latter requirement is im
moral. God has given us a confessor to clear our doubts and difficulties. 
The masonic oath forbids us to use even his aid. 

"Five bulls have been directed against Freemasonry, viz: 'In eminenti/ 
Clemetit X II, 1738; 'Providas,' Benedict -XIV, 1751 ; 'Ecclesiam, Jesus 
Chrh;ti,' Pius VII, 1821; 'Qui graviora,' Pius IX, 1864; and the latest from 
Leo XIII, entitled • Humanum genus.' 

"In this country the committee of Archbishops have named as forbidden 
societies, Freemasons, Odd Fellows, Knights of Pythias, and the Sons of 
Temperance, more especially for the third rea.">on given ahove." 

The first reason does not exist: in the- second, u legitimate authority :• means 

that of the Catholic Church; and the third means that it interferes with the 

confessional. 

V.le now desire to ask Bro. ]EKKS (what we have already asked others in 

vain), if he would feel safe in admitting a man who professes to support the 

doctrine above st:.ftted. Is it not a case of an attempt to serve two Masters? 

We earnestly commend the following to the attention of all Committees on 

Appeals: 

''Among decisions announced was one holding that a lodge has no right to 
appeal from its own decision to the Grand Lodge. To this we readily assent, 
but emphatically di."JSent from the further declaration that no appeal on the 
part of the accusers wtlllie nor can a new trial be granted. Thi.<; portion of 
the decision we presume is in analogy to the constitutional guaranty that no 
person shall be twice put in jeopardy for the same offence. We have no such 
constitutional provision in Masonry. The ultimate trial jurisdiction as the 
general conservator of the welfare of the craft is vested in the Grand Lodge, 
which has delegated a part of its trial jurisdiction to the particular lodges. It 
may at any stage of the proceedings, however (without it is prevented by 
some local constitutional provision), resume its trial jurisdiction and proceed 
to a hearing in order that the craft may not suffer through a too lax adminis
tration of its penal code. Any brother may appeal to the Grand Lodge from 
a judgment of acquittal. This is only a method of calling the attention of the 
Grand Lodge to a particular case. The Grand Lodge may then proceed to 
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investigate the matter and take such steps as may be necessary in order to 
prevent the craft being brougl}t to ~hame by an unla·wful acquittal.'' 

We pass very many matters marked for notice to refer to matters in his 

Conclusion.· 

VVe commend the follo·wing in relation to Masonic Homes to our enthusi

astic brethren everywhere: 

"The subject of :Masonic Homes is one that is being considered by the 
Grand Lodges in the United States in rnany jurisdictions. Many of them 
possess institutions Of this kind that are very efficient in the dispensation of 
masonic charity and in every way creditable. In many of the jurisdictions, 
however, work of this kind beyond the ~bility Of the craft to carry out, has 
been undertaken to the great detriment of Masonry, resulting in serious 
financial embarrassment, the consequent inability to perform many of lhe 
ordinary functions of ~asonry that should be discharged by Grand Lodges, 
and sometimes entailing serious loss of membership. Where a Grand I.ndge 
is possessed of a la_rge membership and ample funds, not only to build and 
equip, but also to maintain such an institution~ Work of this kind can be 
undertaken with safety and satisfaction, but where these conditions do not 
exist beyond peradventure, they would do well to hesitate long and consider 
the subject well before embarking in such an enterprise." 

Of non-affiliates he we11 says: 

" Regarding that class of masons known as non-affiliates, against whom in 
many jurisdictions harsh and unmasonic measures have at times been adopted, 
a reaction seems to have set in, and. milder measures are being adopted. 
This i-, equally true of that class who for some reason neglect, refuse or find 
themselves unable to pay their dues to local lodges. While far from being 
universal, opinion seems to be crystalizing upon the doctrine that deprivation 
of lodge membership should be the only penalty attached to either class of 
these offenders, that as they came into the order of their own free will and 
accord, they should be equally as free to leave the lodge or the Institution 
should they find membership therein irksome or uncongenial." 

Of the Grand Lodge of \Vashington, he says further: 

"Concerning the action of the Grand Lodge of VVashington in I 899 
purporting to rescind their objectionable resolutions of 1898, we find the 

I 
) 
~ 

feeling generally expressed, to be one of disappointment that it should have • 
accompanied the formal rescinding of these resolutions with utterances of an 
obscure nature, that are open to the construction that it is still of the same J 

opinion, and has not receded from the position assumed in I8g8. Some Grand ~ 
Lodges have, on this account, declined to revoke edicts of non-intercourse. 
In most Grand Jurisdictions, however, the ungracious language and indefinite 
utterances contained in their latest action have been overlooked with a view 
to promote harmony and con-fraternity. 

'• We think this is the spirit in which the Grand Lodge of \.Yisconsin should 4 
deal with the subject; that there is no further danger of our \iVashington 
brethren being led astray in the matter, and, as they say, that these objectiona-
ble resolutions are rescinded, we should take them at their word and treat the 
incident as closed." 

We concurred in these views, but the recent action of that Grand Lodge 

takes away all occasion for any further hesitation, and we have no doubt 

that it will be highly commended by Bro. }ENKS and his Grand Lodge.· ~ 
He discusses at some length in tllis report, the matter of the "Ancient 
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Charges." "{'ll e do not agree with him in his conclusion, and our reasons he 

will find stated in a former part of this report. 
Vl e find that we have omitted one thing. He mentions the difference be

tween the charge in relati<;m to physical qualifications in the Constitutions of 

1723 and that in the Constitutions publL.,hed in 1738. Referring to dis

cussion of this matter iri our review of Pennsylvania, we desire to add 

that in the Constitution approved in I7 54 and published in 17 56, the Old 

Charges of 1723 are given and those of IjJB are wholly ignored: and the 

same is true of those of 1769: these we have been able to exajine, and we 

are informed on good authority that those of r784 are the same. The result 

is that if the 1738 Constitutions were ever authority at aU, they have been so 

for ·less than twenty years out of the time from 1723 to the present. 

WYOMING, 1900. 

We have a portrait of the retiring Grand Master, E. P. Bo\VMAN. 

A special communication was held to lay the comer-stone of "Science 

Hall,n \Vyoming University. 

In the record of the annual communication, a list of the Grand- Officers is 

given, then it is stated that a sufficient number of lodges under the require

ment of the Constitution being represented, the Grand Lodge was duly opened 

in ample form. 

Grand Master BOW:\-IAN delivered a brief business-like address, confined 

quite exclusively to an account of his official action and certain recommenda

tions. 

\Ve quote all that he says in relation to his visitation of lodges: 

'"Visiting subordinate lodges is one of the most important duties of the 
Grand Master. I have endeavored to discharge it faithfully. During the 
last year I have had the good fortun_e to be able to visit all but two of our 
lodges. I believe there is much good to be derived from these visits, although 
there may be some who think that they are not necessary. In a jurisdiction 
like this of ours, where we have members of the craft who were made and in
structed in the ritual in many different stites, we are liable to have a diversi
fied understanding and manner of performing the work. To correct this ex
isting condition wi11 require much labor for the succeeding officers of this 
Grand Body. 

''The lodges visited I found in a good, healthy, growing condition, all 
doing some work, and in some cases the lodges had a great deal of work in 
sight. Everywhere the officers and members seemed to be imbued with the 
true spirit and were heart and soul in the work." 

As we understand it, the visitations of the Grand Master are the only ones 

which the lodges receive in this jurisdiction. 

He granted sOme dispensations to confer degrees out of order, but refused 

many of the requests he had received. 

He decided that when a brother who has been suspended for non-payment 
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of d~es sends in the money with a petition for re-instatement, and the lodge

refuses to re-insta-te him, he still remains suspended, and the money should be 

returned to the petitioner, and the brother has no remedy. 

We dG·not believe this is right, although of course it would seem just that 

if they should refuse to re-instate him they should return the money, but 'in 

"ur judgment, as often before stated, the· system which allows this seems to 

liS in violation. 0f the masonic rights of individuals. 

On the centennial of the death of \V ASHINGTON, in nearly every lodge in the 

State, the brethren assembled, and listened to exercises relating to the charac

ter of WASHINGTON. 

The repo_rt of the Grand Secretary; W. L. KUVKENDAlJL, shows an energetic 
discharge of the duties of hi<; office, and the genera] attention to the welfare 

of the craft in the jurisdiction. 

He gives a roll of names of the masons of Wyoming who served in the 

recent war with Spain and in the Philippines, so far as he was able to obtain 

them. 

The Committee on Masonic Home report that it is premature to take steps 

looking to the establishment of such an institution. 

The Committee on Library report, urging each lodge to maintain a local 

masonic library so far as their means wi11 permit. There is no doubt at all, 

that at a comparatively small expense, a library of great value to the members 

of the lodge might be maintained by it. 

The Committee on Work presented a report, and after discussion the report 

was unanimously adopted and declared to be the official work of that jurisdic

tion. It is almost wonderful that this vote ·was unanimous, in view of the fact 

that very many Grand Jurisdictions are represented in the Grand Lodge. 

The Washington matter· was referred. to a committee to report at the next 

annual session. 

A resolution was adopted making the use of the official work obligatory 

and prohibiting the use of any other1 and the Grand Secretary was instructed 

to make such arrangements as would secure the con~rol of the work by the 

Grand Lodge and the promulgation thereof to the lodges. 

The library of the Grand Lodge, which is now in the hall of Cheyenne 

Lodge, was placed in the keeping of that lodge until otherwise orde1ed, and 

the officers were requested to use necessary and due diligence in the care and 

maintenance of the same. 

In ac~ordance with- a resolution to publish the portraits of all the Past 

Grand Masters, we have the portrait of Bro. Eo\V ARD F. STAHLE. 

As usual, the proceedings terminated with a banquet, which the Grand Sec

retary says was a decided success. 

He says, however, that while the toast-master seemed delighted in naming 

the martyrs to respond, the delight of the latter was of a negative quality 1 

Really, or apparently? 
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The constitution, regulations, etc., of the Grand Lodge are published in 

these Proceedings, as is usually done, we believe. 

The Report on Correspondence (rzr pp.) was presented by Grand Secretary 

KUYKENDALl .. , as U$:ual. 

Of his plan of report he says: 

"'Ve have adhered to our usual rule by incorporating a few decisions under 
the head of each Grand Jurisdiction which are well worthy of consideration, 
and have endeavored to give as much of the doings of the Grand Lodges re
viewed as our limited space would permit." 

He well says : 

"We are pleased to note tl\at British Columbia requires documentary evi
dence of good standing from those seeking to visit where they cannot be 
vouched for, instead of taking them in on their mere say so. This is as it 
should be eveTywhere and accords v.rith our contention on that subject." 

The undertaking of certain brethren to establish the doctrine of only oral 

examination has signally failed. 

In regard to uniformity of work, he says further: 

"V\1 e agree with him that the law should be enforced, at the same time uni
formity in the work is an impossibi1ity so long as each Grand Lodge is a law 
unto itself. Uniformity will never be maintained in any jurisdiction until 
there is a supreme Grand Lodge, which in our opinion willne-;rer be organized 
and adhered to by all Grand Lodges a."> subordinates thereto. Therefore, all 
Grand Masters and others had as weJJ cease making recommendation:;; on the 
subject, and Grand Lodges should cease expending money to attain and 
maintain such uniformity. The latter cannot be maintained for reasons well 
known to all who have given the subject any thought. A close approach to it 
is all that can be expected or hoped for." 

Vole are not in fivor of giving up the effort to obtain uniformity, because it 

has one effect at any rate-to prevent a greater divergency. 

There has been an effort to increase the spectacular features of the work, 

• but that is receiving so general condemnation, that we do not believe it will 

be allowed in any jurisdiction. 

t 

In his review of the District of Columbia, he says : 

" '""'l e are surprised at the idea and would be more so at a law reqmnng or 
rather permitting anyone after receiving the M. M. degree to declare him!'ielf 
a member of the lodge conferring the same. \Ve supposed that idea had 
been universally relegated out of existence. So far as our knowledge extends, 
not only the law but the ritual as well makes him a member of the lodge con
ferring th~ degree, except in the case of conferring that degree as an act of 
courtesy for another lodge. The making of unaffiliated masons would seem 
to be out of place in this day of lodges everywhere, and that is_ what it 
means now and then when it is Jeft to the option of a newly made mason to 
dedare himself a lodge member." 

'N e do not understand that there is anything in the ritual which makes him 

a member of the lodge. If there is, it is an innovation, for "·ithin our own 

recollection it was quite the universal practice in many of the older Grand 

Lodges to propose the newly raised brother for membership and elect him by 
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vote. Later on, a brother was allowed to signify his desire to become a mem

her of the lodge. The old idea was, that making a man a Master :\Jason did 

not make him a member of the lodge, and it was entirely within his election, 

whether he would ask to join it. 

It is true that no'w, and w.e think rightly, by enacted law in most of the 

jurisdictions, a man becomes a member of the lodge by receiving the third 

degree therein. But this law wa..;; enacted to obviate the evils which began to 

arise from the opposite course. 

He insists that there is no law in relation to which comer a corner-stone is 

to be laid bt· masonic ceremonies. We hope that some of our ritualists will 

take this matter up and give us information. 

In hi.~ review of Maine, he refen; to our law in relation to suspension for 

non-payment of dues. ....,.le will only add that the suspension is merely from 

membership in the lodge, although the lodge may deplive the party of mem

bership for that cause. If he is merely sUspended, he has the right to re

instate himself, by payment of the amount, but if he is deprived of member· 

ship he must pay the dues or have them remitted, and then apply for member

ship, and be elected as if he had never been a mern ber. 

In reply to us, he says: 

" Our brother says that we arrive at 'conclusions which we would not 
reach if we did not reject established rules of evidence and require a kind of 
evidence that could not possibly exist.' WeB, it may be so. This is evidently 
in reply to our statement that where a proposition is affirmed and asserted to 
be true the burden of proof is upon those who so assert. Vie stand by this 
statement. If our brother ever heard of a case won upon allegations set up 
as true, based upon the kind of 'evidence that could not possibly exist' or 
want of evidence of any kind material to the issue, he has certainly heard 
something we are unaware of. \Ve have always supposed that where any
thing either in or out of court is alleged to be a fact, those making the all ega· 
tion are supposed to produce evidence to support it or they have no case, 
Such has been our contention and we see no valid reason for changing. 
Further, we have a fixed recollection of many cases dismissed for want of 
evidence, some of which 'could not possibly exist,' and without the introduc· 
tion of any evidence whatever to disprove the alJegation. It would therefore 
seem that rules of evidence held to be sound in our mountain region, although 
applied from the same books as in Maine, are not held to be applicable in the 
same legal sense in the latter." 

Of course the burden of proof is upon any one asserting the statement, but 

what we objected to v:as that he disregards the rules of evidence which 

human wisdom has established in relation to transactions happening before 

the time of any who are now living. His rules are in the nature of requiring 

proof of a transaction that happened one hundred years ago by some one who 

was present, who will now come forward and testify in relation to the matter. 

Of the Past Master's degree, he says: 

"For our brother's information, will say that our installation ceremony does 
not and never did provide a ceremony for the so-called Past Master's degree. 
It is an annex not properly belonging to craft Masonry and is an absurdity 



Correspondence- A r£zona. 543 

when conferred under that name at the beginning instead of close of the term, 
and more so when conferred upon the Junior and Senior VVardens as i.t is in 
some jurisdictions.'' 

He is wrong in saying that it does not properly belong to craft Masonry, for 

craft Masonry has had it so long that "the memory of mah runneth not to the 

contrary/' and it ·was taken .from craft M~sonry when it was put into the 

chapter, if it ever has been put there. 

It may be that the degree is unfortunately named, and that the name of it 

ought to b~ "Present Master," but it would be an absurdity to confer it at the 

close of the term instead of at the beginning, under the terms of the ritual. 

It is based upon the old idea that a man who has been elected and quaHfied, 

and entered upon the discharge of the duties of any office, from that moment 

is entitled to the rank. 

He says that Dr. ANDERSON stated that there v.:tre lodge secretaries in 

those days, and if we had read closely, we should have found it. VVe have 

failed to do so, and will be under great obligation to him if he will specify 

where such a statement may be found, as applied to any lodges existing in the 

days of operative Masonry. 

He agrees with the committee of our Grand Lodge concerning the proposi

tion to make all Past Masters honorary members, saying emphatically that the 

services rendered by a Master is more than repaid by the honor of presiding 

worthily in that position. 

Of the VVashington matter, he says: 

"He handles the \Vashington affair in a very clever manner. The fact of 
the matter is that Brother Vpton has manufactured and continues to manu
facture a large amount of ammunition 1for local consumption and originally 
undertook to fire some of it at the fraternity throughout the country. The 
latter was a disastrous failure, as it onJy reached one isoJated mason outside 
of \Vashington, so far a.s· heard from." 

There are othet matters which we wouJd like to notiCe, but time and space 

forbid. It is due to our brother to say, that he has contributed very greatly 

to the placing of his Grand Lodge in the front rank. 

ADDITIONAL PROCEEDINGS. 

ARIZONA, 1900. 

The frontispiece is a portrait of the retiring Grand Master, ¥liLLIAM F. 

NICHOLS. 

In opening the Grand Lodge, the roll of officers was called and there was 

found to be present the representatives of eleven chartered lodges, and "there 

being a sufficient representation," the Grand Lodge was opened in ample form. 

The Committee on Credentials reported later. 
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Grand Master NICHOLS in his annual address, states that the year had been 

a very prosperous one in that jurisdiction: there had been an increru;;e in 

membership and the financial conditions were good. 

He is able to announce that no member of the Grand Lodge had died during 

the year, although eleven masons had " gone before." 

He gives a long correspondence in relation to a matter of some intere~t. 

A lodge in Mexico was unable to meet in its own hall for some rea::.on, al\d 

hired a hall of the proper masonic owners of it across the line, and held meet· 
ings there and conferred degrees. The local lodge knowing all about it made 

no objections, but it appears that the Mexican lodge had received petitions 

from residents on \his side of the line, and made masons of them. Afterwards 

it addressed a letter to the American lodge, saying that they were not aware 

that a waiver of jurisdiction was necessary and asking them for a waiver, at the 

same time assuring them that in the future the law of jurisdiction ,.,·ould not 

be violated. Thereupon the American lodge voted to waive jurisdiction as 

requested. The matter was referred to a _committee, and of course it held 

that the local lodge had no authority to give permission to the Mexican lodge 

to meet in that jurisdiction. But as a whole, the transaction seemed to be 

in good faith, and the Grand Lodge substantially passed it over, except that 

it ordered that for the present the American residents should not be recog

nized. 

The Grand Lodge, however, pa...,sed an edict forbidding the sub-letting of 

a masonic hall to a foreign masonic body but it went further, and declared 

that no lodge in Arizona ha.-<> the right to waive jurisdiction in favor of a for

eign lodge. This is contrary to the law held almost everywhere, except that 

in a good many juris dictions, and we think properly, the assent of the Grand 

Master is required, and reaJly the correspondence ought to be through him. 

In other jurisdictions it is held that it is a matter within the powers of the 

lodge alone . 

. We regret that the committee in Arizona did not go a 1itt1e further and 

state how such waiver is to be had, for we do not think our brethren there 

would hold that jurisdiction should be waived without the c'onsent of the JocaJ 

lodge. 

Upon hearing of the disaster at Galveston, the Grand Master ordered $J 50 

sent for the relief of the sufferers, from the treasury of the Grand Lodge, and 

his action was confirmed. In addition, the lodges raised over $200 and for

warded it. 

The question of physical qualifications w~s pres·ent€d to the Grand Master 

by a committee of a lodge, supported by a very able argument, except that 

unfortunately, the case actual1y presented did not come within the terms· of 

the argument, and the Grand Master rightly held· that in that particular case 

the candidate was not eligible, and the Grand Lodge sustained his position, on 

the ground that the candidate in question was not able to do ma.,onic work. 
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The general question was presented and referred to a committee to be re

ported upon next year. 
U pan the recommendation of the Grand Ma::;ter, the Grand Lodge of 

\Vestern Australia was recognized. 

"A Monitor and Funeral Service" had been published and supplied to the 

lodges at twenty cents a copy, and we are glad to see that some of the lodges 

took fifty copies, others apparently one for each member; none took less than 

ten copies. In the olden times, it was deemed absolutely necessary for a newly 

made mason to have a monitor, and the result ·wa~ as v,re think, that the body 

of the craft were better informed on the average, than they are now, and we 

wish that it was the law that everywhere the Monitor <of the jurisdiction 

should be furnished to every candidate . 

The reports of the Grand Secretary and other officers confirm the ~tatement 

of the Grand Master. 

A fine oration was delivered by Bro. CHARLES D. BELDEN, worthy of care

ful reading and study. 

He also presented a report in relation to the VVashington matter, concluding 

that it was not necessary to do anything further. The report was referred to 

the Committee on Jurisprudence, and on its report, was adopted. It is a very 

able presentation of the matter, but in view of the present condition of affairs, 

we refrain from quoting from it. 

The usual routine business was harmoniously transacted. 

The Grand Representatives were received with the Grand Honors and 

welcomed, and one of their members made a reply in behalf of all. 

There is no Report on Conesponder~ce. 

CONNECTICUT, 1901. 

V'l e have a fine portrait of Bro. jOHN 0. ROWLAND, the retiring Grand 

Master, and of Past Grand Master Qut~TARD, the oldest surviving Grand 

:.\faster. 

The Grand Lodge met in the Masonic Hall, was welcomed by Bro. ED\VARD 

G. CI.ARK, who presented a gavel "made from woods taken from some of our 

historic land marks." 

The Grand :Master replied; then follows the list of the Grand Officers and 

Permanent Members1 l<.epresentatives of Grand Lodges; and then the state

ment "a quorum of lodges being represented by their lawful delegates," the 

Grand Lodge was opened in ample form. 

The opening hymn, composed by the late brother, JosEPH K. \oVHEELER, 

was sung. 

Then the report of the Committee on Credentials was presented, accepted 

so far as made, and recommended for additions and alterations. 



Correspondence-Cmmecticut. 

The Grand Master says the year had been a most harmonious and satisfac

tory one. 

He announces the deaths of Fast Grand Master CHARLES BUCKINGHAM, 

and Past Grand Warden ARTHUR B. CALEF, whose portraits, with brief bio

graphical sketches, are given in the Proceedings. 

The <i.ddress of the Grand Master is devoted to an account of his official 

routine acts and of his visitations. 

One of his acts had been the restoration of a charter which had been sixty

two years in the archives of the Grand. Lodge. This could not have been 

technical restoratiQll of the charter, but the granting of it to new members. 

Referring to decisions, he says: 

"1t has been my observation, in former years, that many of the questions 
which have gone up to the Grand Master for adjudication have been raised by 
want of a proper investigation on the part of the Master of the lodge where 
the question arose. I fully believe that it is becoming more and more the 
custom for Masters to study the law and to become familiar \\1th the principles 
of masonic jurisprudence." 

This is true, and we believe it results in part from wise action upon the part 

of the Grand Lodge in furnishing lodges with copies of the Constituion and 

Proceedings. In many cases a Master comes into office without a means of 

investigation beyond a copy of the Constitution and amendments, and he i..;:;, 

obliged to procure that from the Grand Secretary in order to have one: \N e 

believe in distributing that document very fully and widely, so that there can 

be no excuse for want of knowledge of its contents. 

He gives a brief review of the reports of the District Deputies, which indi

cates that they bad done their duty faithfu11y, and found the lodges in good 

condition. 

He urges the importance of the work that is being done by the Masonic 

Home, and says that if any brother wil1 visit it he will appreciate it so fully 

that he will never afterwards lose his interest in it. 

The Deputy Grand Master made a brief address, referring especially to the 

celebration of the 15oth anniversary of Hiram Lodge. Nothing is stated as to 

whether the addresses, of which he speaks in high terms, are to be published 

or not, but the larger pa1t oi the good of such celebrations is lost, unless the 

proceedings eire preserved by publication -in a form that can be easily retained 

in libraries. 

The Grand Secretary makes his usual full report, but is ohliged to say that 

he had not completed the Grand Lodge registry. He had nearJy IJ,OOO names 

arranged, but he had been delayed in his work by want of co-operation of the 

S€cretaries of some of the lodges. 

He advises that lodges write up their histories. 

Of the Grand Orient of Belgium, he says: • 
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"At our annual communication in 1899, recognition was extended to this 
Grand Body on recommendation of the committee on correspondence, and in 
April last a commission as representative near the Grand Lodge of Connecti
cut, was forwarded to me from said Grand Orient. Before accepting the :;arne, 
I was informed on good authority that said Grand Orient was in fraternal rec
ognition and correspondence with the Grand Orient of France. I returned 
the commission, and would recommend that our resolution of recognition be 
rescinded." 

The :Finance Committee report in favor of a prr capita tax of eighty cents, 

one-quarter for defraying the expenses of the Grand Lodge, and' three-quarters 

for the benefit of the Masonic Charity Foundation F.und. But the report was 

amended, and the Grand Lodge ordered a per capita tax of one dollar, giving 

lodges the right, however, to deduct the number of masons who had been in 

good standing for thirty years. But a committee was appointed to consider 

and report at the next annual session an equitable basis for contributions by 

lodges for the requirements of the Grand Lodge. 

The dues are to be paid as follows : 

"Resolved, That the subordinate lodges be required to make their returns to 
the Grand Lodge as folloVw-s: One"half on or before the first day of July, 1901; 

one-half on or before the first day of January, 1902. The payment due July 
I, 1901, to be based upon the returns made January 1, TC)OI, and the payment 
due January I, 1902. to be based upon the returns made at.that time." 

A picture of the hall of Washington Lodge, of Monroe, erected in r8oo, i*' 

given, with a brief sketch of it. 
The Report on Correspondence (194 pp.) was presented by Bro. ]OHN H. 

BARLOW. 

As he himself says, it comprises such matters of general interest as he had 

g1eaned from the Proceedings of several jurisdictions, "with such brief com

ments as were necessary to express our opinion on the subjects presented, 

which we trust have not been of an offensive nature.'' 

VVhile we would be glad to find further comments, yet in spite of that we 

hold his report to be of the high character of the preceding ones. 

~we find from his comments that he thinks a unanimous ballot should be 

required to waive jurisdiction of a rejected applicant; that giving the title of 

Honorary Grand ~aster does not carry with it the title of Past Grand .Ma.,ter, 

which he holds can be given only for actual service; that a man with a wooden 

foot is not physically qualified to receive the degrees. He is greatly surprised 

, that there is any jurisdiction in which every Past Grand Master does not have 

a vote in the Grand Lodge. He holds that a brother sitting in a chapter or 

commandery with another can vouch for the latter in the lodge. He is in

dined to the opinion, as we are, that the rule that an installed officer cannot · 

resign should apply only to Masters and Vii" ardens. 

He says the practice of allowing one brother to cast "the vote of the Grand 

Lodge" in the election of officers is not aJJowed in Conne.cticut. He holds 
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that the effect given to a rejection in any jurisdiction foJiows the candidate 

everywhere he goes, and should be respected by sister jurisdictions. 

In his review of Illinois, he says: 

" He holds that it would be unwise to establish a cast iron law relative to 
granting masonic burial to suicides, but that a lodge should decide each case 
according to circumstances. We fully agree, and believe that the brother's 
past life should, to a great extent, decide the matter, as in many cases insanity 
is brought on by dissipation."' 

In his revieW of Kansas he expresses his full agreement with the view stated 

by Grand Master LocKE in relation to the acceptance of candidates. 

In his review of Maine, he quotes from the address of Grand Master 
CHOATE, the closing part of his allusion to the Centennial Celebration, which 

he denominates "eloquent words." 
They pay no mileage or per diem. 

He agrees with the vieVi"S expressed by our Grand Lodge in relation to life 

membership~ and thinks lodges should be extremely careful in making any 

regulations that exempt a portion of its members from annual dues, adding 

that the Connecticut\ law exempting those who have been thirty years a mason 

has had a bad effect. 

Referring to a decision, he says: 

"When a brother, by mistake, casts a different ba1lot from what he in
tended to, it should not only be his right, but his d-uty, to announce his 
mistake before the ballot is declared i it is the same principle as correcting a 
clerical error.n 

If a brother discovers his mistake before the ballot is declared we have no 

objection; but that was not the case before our Grand Lodge, and we hardly 

think that our brother would think it sale to allow a man after the ballot has 

been declared to announce that he had made a mistake- and request to have 

the ba11ot taken over again. 

He says further: 

•• Under Kans~s, he ca11s our attention to the words used in the instaJiing 
service, on presenting the gavel to the newly instal1ed ·Grand Master. VVe 
think the words used forcibly express the meaning we contend-that it is the 
·hand that wields, or the power behind it that commands the obedience, rather 
than the instrument itself." 

Yes, but in Maine we are instructed that the gavel is tke emblem if Ptr«Mr, 

and indicates that the party wh? Wields it h pos-sessed of the power which com

mands obedience, and for that very reason we object to the use of a gavel by 

a. Warden in the p1esence of the Master. 

He agrees that a rejection for affiliation gives the rejecting Jodge no future 

jurisdiction over the candidate whatever. 

We take leave with reluctance of this exceedingly interesting report. 

~ 
i 

I 
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())STRICT OF COLUMBIA, 1900. 

As usual, a large number of special communications were held for various 

purpo<;es. One to attend the funeral of Past Grand :!.\'faster, ISAAC L JoHN

soN. From the proceedings of another, we learn of the severe illness of P. G. 

Master NoBLE D. LARNER and of Grand Secretary \VrLLIAM R. SINGLETON; 

a resolution of sympathy for them was adopted unanimously by a rising vote. 

Their sickness continued and was- again mentioned at the semi-annual com

munication, and siJlce then, and indeed since these proceedings were published, 

we have the sal} news of the death of Bro. SINGLETON. But we prefer to wait 
for the action of his Grand Lodge, before more particularly noticing his death. 

The matter of the establishment of a Masonic Home was before the Grand 

Lodge, but it was determined that as they had embarked in the enterprise of 

building a new Masonic Temple, it was unwise to take any measures in rela
tion to the Home, 

It may be difficult hereafter for a visitor from Maine to secure admission 

as a visitor in the Grand Lodge in this jurisdiction, as an amendment to the 

Constitution was proposed, requiring every vL~itor to produce a receipt for 

dues uuder seal of the lodge, and as such use of the seal is contrary to masonic 

law in Maine, it will be difficult for our brethren to comply with that condi
tion. 

We do not quite understand the following : 

"TheM. W. Grand Master informed the Grand Lodge that he had appointed 
the Assistant Grand Secretary representative of the Grand Lodge of Maine 
near this Grand Lodge, and on motion of Past Master Howard M. Gi1Iman, 
Benjamin B. French Lodge, No. J 5, said officer was received and acknowledged 
as such representative." 

The brother referred to is Bro. WILLIAM A. GATLEY, whom we would be 

very proud to haiJ as our Representative, but how be could be appointed with
out a commission from our Grand Lodge, is what we do not understand. 

A special communication was also called to make an appropriation for the 

Galveston sufferers and the Grand Lodge appropriated $500, to which addi

tions were made by the lodges, so that the total contribution was $r,3JO. 

At the annual communication, the Grand Master, VlrLLIAM G. HENDERSON, 

reports that unalloyed harmony had prevailed and prosperity had existed dur

ing the year. 

The Grand Master reports the receipt of a letter from the Grand Master of 

'\Vashington requesting an exchange of representatives, which he had referred 

to the Committee on Jurisprudence, and he closes by hoping that an honor

able and peaceful solution may be reached. His hope has now been realized. 

He had performed a large number of official acts, including the granting of 

quite a number of dispensations, but none out of the usual course. 

He reports progress in relation to the new Masonic Temple. Subscriptions 

APP. 36 G. L. 
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to the amount of $87,500 had been made, of which $J I,soo had been sub

scribed for by the Board of Control, and this the Board offered to give as a 

bonus to lodges for additional subscriptions, share for share. 

He had visited every lodge at least once, and witnessed the conferring of 

the degrees freetuently by the Past Masters of the lodge, which was done in 

strict accordance with the ritual, delivered in a most impressive manner. 

He speaks in high terms of the school of instruction and of the Grand 

Visitations which it is the custom to make in that jurisdict~on. 

Some three pages of his address are devoted to the manher of going from 

one degree to another at the same communication, but as the·method is sub. 

stantially the same as that prevailing in this jurisdiction, we have no occasion 

to notice it further. 

Instructions concerning the examination and admission of visitors had been 

issued to the lodges. 

He submitted again the question. of ,physical disabilities to the Grand 

Lodge. It was referred to the proper committee, but we do not find that a 

report was made. 

He urges, as did his predecessor, the justice of granting a vote to each of 

the Past Grand Masters. 

He states that quite a number of the copies of the reprint from 1810 to 1845 

had been sold, and as there is but one copy on hand of the printed proceedings 

from 1845 to r86r, he urges that they be reprinted. We trust that this will 

be done. 

A lodge attempted to violate indirectly a·requirernent of the Grand Lodge 

that only three degrees should be conferred at one communication, by calling 

a special communication to be held immediately upon the closing of the 

former one, but of course he held that this could not be done. 

They had one c\lrious question, but it may arise in any lodge. A brother 

absolutely refused to ballot on an application. But the ballot was taken and 

the candidate declared accepted. The Master, however, came to the conclu- ~ 

sion that the ballot ·was null and void. Thereupon the brother who refused 

to ballot made some explanation and retired from the lodge. Then the ballot ~ 
was again taken and, it being clear, the Master declared the candidate elected. 

The committee deemed the matter so important that they asked further time 

for its consideration. 

He confirmed previous decisions of his Grand Lodge, to the effect that 

parties temporarily residing in \Vashington can app1y for Masonry there, not

withstanding their real home is in another state, because such party has an 

established habitation in Washington. This is contrary to the law of almost 

every other jurisdiction and will ultimately result in a disturbance of harmony. 

The Grand Master held to the same doctrine, howe'ver, in a case in ,,·hich it 

was claimed that a candidate was only temporarily residing in Virginia· 
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Quite a number of similar cases came up, but not of sufficient importance to 

require notice. 

Of Grand Secretary SINGLETON, he says: 
1' The craft at large, and the officers of the lodges in particular, have sorely 

missed from his office and from all of the Grand Visitations of this fall, our 
dearly beloved Right Worshipful Grand Secretary, who has been confined to 
his home by illness the past ten months, with the exception of a few weeks 
during the summer months, when he was thought to be convalescent. May 
our Supreme Grand Master spare ou1 dear brother to us for years to come, 
although he has passed his eighty-second birthday, in order that we may have 
the benefit of his wise counsel and enjoy the sunshine of his genial counte· 
nance." 

The Grand Lodge of Western Australia was recognized, and masonic rela· 

t'ons resumed with the Grand Lodge of Porto Rico, which had formerly been 

recognized. The application from Costa Rica was held for further examina· 

tion, as well as the request of the Grand Lodge of VVashington for an ex· 

change of representatives. 

A very interesting incident was the visit to the Grand Lodge by a commit. 

tee of the Grand Lodge of Virginia, headed by 'Past Grand 1\.laster DUKE, 

who presented to rhe Grand Lodge the Iamb skin apron, surrounded by en

grossed resolution framed, which was used at the 'Vashington Centem1ial 

exercises. 

· We find that the proposition of requiring a receipt for dues under seal was 

postponed for further consideration. 

A long report on physical qualifications \Vas read by the committee. 
They re·affirm substantially the law of this jurisdiction in relation to this mat· 

ter, adding, however, that artificial appliances, no matter how well they can be 

used, cannot be considered in determining the question. 

A petition was received that the Grand Lodge should prescribe a form of 

prayer to be used in lodges, but the Grand Lodge deemed it unwise. 

We think this action was wise, and that masonic toleration requires that the 

Chaplain be allowed to pray according to his own conscientious convictions, 

whether other members of the lodge agree with those convictions or not. 

The incoming Grand Master made a brief address, in which he urges the 

adoption of the amendment giving each Past Grand Master a vote, and upon 

another matter well saying: 

H The past year has been one of unexampled prosperity in our jurisdiction, 
and the coming year is fuJI of promise for a continuation of the same bright 
era. A word of caution would I utter. At this time, when many seek ad
mission to the fraternity, there is danger that unworthy material may knock 
at our doors. The brethren owe it to themselves and to each other that they 
guard well our portals. Better far would it be for us that good men should 
be rejected than to a1low one unwOrthy applicant to enter into our midst. 
One who could not understand or appreciate the teachings of Masonry might 
sow seeds of discord that would require years to uproot. 11 
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We find that in this Grand Lodge, each lodge votes as a unit : the vote is 

determined by the majority of th·e representatives~ and if a majority does not 

agree the vote of the lodge is lost. We formerly had the same method in 

Maine. But we adopted the following method some years ago: 

If all three representativeS are present each has one vote; 

If only two are present the senior officer has two votes and the other one 

vote; 

If only one is present, he has three votes; 

If no one of the chair officers are present, the proxy if the lo(ige has three 

votes. 

The Report on Correspondence (76 pp.) was prepared by Bro. GEoRGE W. 

BAIRD, with, as he says, some assistance from Bro. Sr~GLETUN. 

It is a very brief abstract along the lines of Bro. SINGLETON's reports, and 

really would have been mistaken for his but for the express statement to 

the contrary. 

IIis comments are very brief, but those, which he does make, cause us to 

wish for more, 

In his conclusion he says: 

"In making comments on our brother masons' proceedings, we beg to 
assure them that in all our masonic acts it is our purpose to banish all identity 
of the individual, keeping in mind only- the purity and prosperity of the craft. 
It is the little emulation that proceeds from these observations of each others: 
acts that tends to keep us in the paths of masonic righteousness, and gives us 
a desire to lean more and more on the ancient landmarks and ancient charges, 
and will, we hope, ultimately induce a uniformity of ritual. 

"The senior member of our correspondence committee (our venerable and 
much loved Brother Singleton) has been able to revise and correct the errors 
of the other members in this review, and to him great credit is due. So 
cheerful is he in his sickness, so happy in his methods of setting us right, that 
it makes us wish it would please the Almighty to let him live forever.", 

LOUISIANA, 1901. t 

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form, tht? Committee on Creden- ~ 

tials appointed and the roll of lodges called. 

The standing committees were thereupon announced, and later, the Com

mittee on Credentials made their report, which follows in the pamphlet imme

diately after the record of their appomtment. . 

The Grand Master, RoBERT H. CAGE, refers the history of the formation 

of his Grand Lodge and the issuing of charters by it to lodges in Texas, Arkan-

sas and other southern states. He refers to it and to the growth since for the 

purpose of reminding the brethren what the Grand Lodge has done for Free

masony, during the century just ending, and expresses the hope that the 

future will be in line with what was done in the past. 

Of the condition of the craft he says: 

I 
·~ 
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"Judging from the returns of the constituent lodges that have come in up to 
the present time, I am pleased to note that the condition of the craft is in 
every way most satisfactory, a number of the lodges having conferred more 
degrees than ever before during the same period. Dispensations have been 
issued creating three new lodges u. n., who will, no doubt, apply for charters 
at thi~ communication of the G-rand Lodge. Qne lodge, Thomas Jefferson, 
No. I 13, which has for a long time been in a state of decay, surrendered its 
charter August zd." 

He had granted quite a number of dispensations and had refused quite a 
number, of which the Grand Secretary in his report give."> a full account. 

\\'hen the news of the Galveston catastrophe was received, in spite of the 

condition of the treasury, he ordered $500 forwarded at once. This was done, 

and contributions by lodges foJJowed, making a total of $J ,185. 
The statue of HENRY CLAY, the corner-stone of which was laid by the 

Grand. Lodge in 1856, wa" moved to another part of the city, and the comer

stone was laid by the mayor, but a committee of the Grand Lodge attended 

and transferred the deposit to the new location. The b8x in which the first 

deposit was made was badly damaged, and we notice it for the purpose of sug

gesting that boxes for such purposes should be very carefully prepared, ·and1 

so far as practicable, of enduring materials. 

He had made quite a number of visitations with good results. 

He visited one dormant lodge which took measures towards being revived. 

It was the common case of the granting of a charte.- to a Jodgt": in the locality 

in which there was one very earnest, hard working brother who sustains the 

lodge as long as he lives and remains there, but when such a brother dies or 

moves away, the lodge seems to begin to decay. In this case even the charter 

and books wer_e lost, but the lodge had funds enough to pay i1:s indebtedness 

and the brethren were very anxious to redeem themselves, and he granted a 

dispensation to work until the Grand Lodge should grant a charter. 

We are very glad indeed to read the following under the hEad of Finance: 
"To the praise of the ma~ons of Louisiana for their noble and self-sacrific

ing spirit I am enabled to report that the financial conditicn of this Grand 
Lodge is all that we could ha\'e hoped for and better than we e:xpected, as is 
shown by the report of the Committee on Finance. On Ma1ch the 7th the 
Finance Committee met in the office of the Grand Secretary and drew, by Jot, 
$Io,ooo worth of Grand Lodge bonds." 

Those bonds were paid, reducing the debt that amount, and the Grand 

Master says that there was 'every rea.'".on to believe that in three years the in

debtedness virill be wiped out. 

In his conclusion he says: 

"To them, more than to any effort on my part, belong the honor and the 
credit or work well performed) and especially at this time do [ desire to make 
public acknowledgment of my appreciation of the valuable a._~sistance rendered 
me in the discharge of my duties by our worthy Grand Secretary, brother 
Richard Lambert. Always at the post of duty, kind, courtecus and consider
ate, 'with a heart overflowing with the milk of human kindness' for every 

J 
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one, zealous in' guarding the 'Ancient Landmarks' of Freemasomy,. he is, 
fudeed, one that any Grand ~faster may feel proud to claim as his friend and' i 
Orother, and one that this Grand Lodge may feel especially fortunate in having ~ 
for its Grand Secretary. May he be spa ted to us for many years: to cotne as 
Counsellor, Friend and B'rother." 

The brethren everywhere will repeat this wish. 

The reports shoW that the firranciai condition of the Grandi Lodge is ra-pidfi 

improving, owing to the willingness. of the craft to assume a knger burden 

temporarily unti1 they shall be relieved- by the payment of the Temple debt. 

The affairs, of the Temple are in a better condition than before, but at the 

same time n:ot in so good condition as could be wished, a part of the rentable 

part of it being vacant. They were also obliged to pay a tax of $I,500 a year, 

which, when the Temple was bui1t, was not expected. 

The transactions are mostly of a routine character. 

We note that the case in which_the judgment of a lodge h:ld been twice set 

a._<:;ide for irregularities, came again before the Grand Lodge by appeal, but 

this time the action of the lodge in expeUing the party was sustained. 

A lodge applied for official interposition with the President of the "G nited 

States for promotion of one of its members who was serving iri a military 

capacity. But the committee reported emphatically that it \Vas "at variance 

with the functional obligations of a masonic body 11 and the Grand Lodge 

declined to entertain the application. 

The Grand Lecturer reported that he had devoted his entire time to visiting 

lodges, remaining with each of them a week, and he speaks in high terms of 

the condition of the craft, financially and otherwise. 

The Grand Lodge granted the use of the Grand Lodge room to the Grand 

Chapter of the Eastern Star to hold its meeting in June, and resolutions were 

presented authorizing lodges to sub-let their halls to any chapter Qf that Order, 

but they were referred to the Committee on Juri.••iprudence, and it being near 

the close of the session, no report thereon was made. 

The Report on Correspondence (pages 72) wa..s presented by Bro. HERMAN 

C. puN CAN. It is in a topical form, and of course is largely devoted to the 

discussion of various matters found in the proceedings. 

We trust that our brother will be allowed to return, and wi11 return to the 

old form. 

He devoted several pages to a discussion of the deci<;ion~ of various Grand 

Lodges. 

He discusses somewhat the question of disciplining masons for conduct be· 

fore admission. This is a-matter which has arisen in various jurisdictions, and 

as we understand it, the rule is now pretty well established that a mason 

cannot be disciplined .for conduct before his admission, unless in the applica· 

tion for admi.<;sion he is guilty of fraud in relation to the matter. 

Bro. DuNCAN suggests that if he has repented he ought not to be disciplined, 
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but the question of juri.;;diction can scarcely turn upon that, and it need not, 

as we think, because if he continues his evil condition after admission, there is 

no need of going back to a time previous to his admission. 

He dissents from a decision in California that a dispensation cannot be 

issued to a lodge to authorize it to hold a new election for officers simply be

cause the result of the annual election i.., unsatisfactory to the members. We 

do not agree with him, however, because the very first question which would 

arise is, how many times such ·a process should be repeated if applications 

should continue, as very likely they would. \Vhen a lodge is constituted and 

the brethren have agreed in advance on their officers, the Grand Master asks 

if they remain satisfied with their choice. Presumedly if they do not, he 

would order'a new election, but this is before they become' a lodge, and is a 

matter of individual agreement among themsel\'es, and so far as we know, the 

que.;;tion is limited to the first choice of officers made, as we have stated, 

before the lodge is constituted. In all other cases the question is limited to 

the party presented for installation, whether any one knows of any objection 

to that particular person which should prevent him from being installed into 

office. 

It must be remembered that it is the duty of the out-going Master to install 

his successor, but he does not possess the power of a Grand Master and has 

no power to try objections. We ht'!-ve had cases in this state, and after full 

consideration the true rule was stated to be that the installing officer should 

examine the objection and determine whether it was of such a character as to 

cause the delay of the installation, and if so, to bring the matter to the atten

tiori of the Grand Master! who would appoint some one to try the charges and 

report the result to him. 

This was. done in our Grand Chapter, and after a hearing the Grand High 

Priest decided that the objections were sustained and forbade the installation. 

The lodge is acting under by-laws approved by the Grand Lodge, and they 

provide in terms for the election and when it shaH be. But we have never 

seen the by-laws yet that authorize any reconsideration of the election. We 

therefore hold that the California decision was exactly right, unless it is 

deemed necessary to add to it "except that an objection to the character of 

an elected officer should be entertained and determined." 

We agree with him in his dissent from another California decision, that a 

dimit must be granted, even though the brother is under charges. Such is 

not the law in our jurisdiction or anywhere else, so far as we have noticed. 

He dissents from another California decision, and we agree with his dissent 

if he understands the decision correctly. We are not able to refer to it, but 

we have the impression that in California as in Maine, a candidate must have 

resided in the State twelve months, and within the jurisdiction of the lodge 

six months. Of course the decision would be right as to the first part of this 
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law, but if it was applied to the second part we hold that it was erroneous, 

although the Jodge was out of the State of California. 

He quotes a decision from. the Di~trict of Columbia, which we think he did 

not read correctly. We agree that the time for conferring a degree is entirely 

at the option of the Master, or in some jurisdictions the Master and the lodge. 

But that was not this case. The regular communication had beeil closed, 

and the Master~ instead of re-opening, as perhaps he might have done, the 

regular communication, all the brethren being still present, he called a special 

communication of the lodge, without giving the notice required by the by

laws. 
We notice in another place our brother holds that no business can he done 

at a special communication, except such as is mentioned in the notice calling 

it. It would follow, of course, that if no notice is given no business can be 

done, and this is the point upon which the decision in question was made. 

Commenting upon another decision, he says: 

"The act of signing of by-laws is not that that makes a member of the 
lodge, for oftentimes an old Master applies for membership, is elected, and 
never signs the by-laws. No one doubts his membership. How did he attain 
it? Surely by virtue of his election. The act of signing by-Jaws is not the 
means by which a mason becomes_ a member of a lodge, it is simply a symbol 
of his submission to them, nor is it the act of submission, for that takes place 
in his making, in his obligation." 

His statement may be correct as to some jurisdictions, but in the Grand 

Lodges in this section, it never has been the law until within a few years. It 

was always an absolute requirement that the parties must sign the by-laws, and 

we believe that still such is the rule in cases for appJication for affiliation, and 

the only exception i<; that ,,,;hen a candidate received the third degree, if he 

does not sign the by-laws it is the duty of the Secretary to enter hi3i name upon 

the roll. 

In another place he says : 

''We have discussed elsewhere the question of effect of removal of residence 
upon the acquired material of a lodge in process of perfection, and we quote the 
above in order that the words of M. \V. Bro. Bullock may be noted: 'A lodge 
camtot for a consideration part with their jurisdiction.' This is not in accord 
with prevailing doctrine, i. e., that in waiving jurisdiction a lodge can attach 
the condition that it is to receive the fee, but we wish very much that it was 
our common law. We believe, as a matter of equity, that the lodge doing the 
work should receive the compensation. But th~ act of seBing jurisdiction is 
a picture well worth the attention of a lodge disposed to meanness. 

We doubt the correctness of his statement that this is the prevailing doc

trine. It certainly is not the Jaw in Maine and in many other jurisdictions, 

although we must admit that it is law in some ju.ri8dictions. 

In many the fee is not taken into account, and making merchandise of 

masons is discountenanced as far as possible. 

We fully agree V~o'ith him that the term 11 made a mason" applies only to the 

first degree. 
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He struggles with the question of investigating committees, but as we under

stand him he is not quite sure as to what the remedy for the evil i.<;. He 

admits that it cannot be a secret committee, but he does suggest that they 

might make their report secretly to the Master, he being forbidden to disclose 

the character of the report. Of what good would a report so made be? 

What information does it give to the lodge? The object of an investigating 

committee is to give this information, and we do not see why the old practice 

should not be continued-that the committe make their report to the lodge, 

either orally or written, and if written, the report should be destroyed and the 

character not entered of record and its contents should be a masonic secret. 

In the olden times the duty of masons in regard to this was. performed, and 

the evil arises now only from the violation by masons of their obligation to 

preserve the secrets of the lodge. VVe favor the continuance Df the system, 

and if members violate their duty in this respect, we favor imposing upon 

them a severe punishment until they shall come to understand their duty, or 

at any rate1 that we shall get rid of those ,.,.~ho do not perform their duty . 
• He doubts the propriety of the decision that a letter signed by the W. M., 

atteRted by the Secretary of a lodge. that the party had been made a Master 

Mason therein, is lawful information, provided the identity of the party is es~ 

tablished. Vet he admits that it would be proPer to admit him on a voucher 

from a known brother. But what difference is there between a 1vritten 

voucher and an oral \'oucher if the party is identified? \V e have known of 

more than one case in which a brother, who had received the Master1s degree, 

desired to go away from home before he could have time for completing his 

instruction, and we have never kno\l-"'11 any harm to result from vouching for 

such a brother, and we do not see why a written voucher, \\1th proof of identity, 

is not at least .as good as an oral voucher. 

He objects to a decision of the Grand Master of Nebraska which we have 

before noticed, and which vras in accordance with the law as held in much the 

larger part of our jurisdictions, as to the effect of an objection after the can

didate has received the first degree. In a large number of jurisdictions, but 

one ballot i.;; taken for all the degrees, and it is contrary to truth to say that 

when the petitioner files his petition he does not apply fm and expect to re

ceive all the degrees, as a matter of course. This is true, even when there is 

a ballot for each degree, and we hold that he is entitled to advancement justly 

and masonicaBy, unless there is some well-grounded objediQl1 .lgainst his 

doing so. \VhBe a man is a profane, under our law, he has no rights, but the 

moment he "i<; made a masont (as our brother forcibly shows in another 

place} he stands on a very different footing from a profane, and we ·hold, as he 

is a mason, we are under very different obligations to him from those we are 

under to a profane, and it is unmasonic that he should be shut out from his 

rights by the objection of a single member of the lodge, any more than that he 
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should be excluded from it by such an objection after he had received the-

other degrees. J 
He is a mason and entitled to visit the lodge when opened on the first 

degree, and no greater harm can come to the lodge or to the institution by j 
his being recognized as a Master Mason than there is while he is in fuJI 

possession of all the rights of a mason of the first degree. Practically, how· 

ever, this single objection deprives him of all the rights which he has received, 

because no one with any sense of propriety would visit a lodge in which he 

had been precluded from having the remainder of the degrees. We therefore ~ 
believe that the generally prevailing rule, as gi\'en by the Grand Maste'r of 

Nebraska, is the correct rule and the only rule that is in accordance with 

maBonic principles. 

In his discussion of the recognition of the fDreign bodies, he seems to us to 

Jose sight of one important pnnciple, the difference between the irregular 

action of a Grand Lodge and its recognition of clandestine masons. It is a 

law of Masonry that when a mason has masonic correspondence with a 

c1andestine mason or a ·clandestine body, he becomes clandestin•e. So it is 

that inasmuch a_o:; the Grand Orient of France is held not to be a masonic 

body, parties recognizing it and corresponding with it as such, are guilty of an 

offence against Masonry which· regular bodies cannot overlook, and therefor~ 

they cannot hold masonic intercourse with any masonic body which holds 

masonic intercourse with the Grand Orient. 

The Grand Lodge of Washington, for the time being, laid itself open to the 

same objection, but when it rescinded its recognition of clandestine masons, 

although it did so in unfortunate and unmasonic language, it was entitled to 

be treated as a regular Grand Lodge, with which, how·ever, any Grand Lodge 

might refuse to hold masonic intercourse, but without the right on the~r- part 

to require other Grand Lodges to do the same. 

However, the action of the Grand Lodge of VVashington, at its recent 

session, removes it from· both categories. 

There are other matters in this report to which we would like to refer but 

have not space. 

We will say, however, that in his discussion of the recognition- of other 

Grand Bodies he says it is too late to 1aise the question of the legitimacy of the 

Scottish Rite, saying, as we have heretofore stated, that the matter was fore

closed in,.Louisiana by their own action, as they amalgamated two Grand 

Lodges, one hailing under each Rite, and their present Grand Lodge is the 

result of their action. 

MISSISSIPPI, 1901. 

In our last report" Mississippi was made conspicuous by its absence," for 

the reason which we then explained, and have already stated -in this report. 
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We had- given up the hope which we expressed in our review of Mississippi 

for I goo, when, after our report was in the hands of the printer, and it was 

almost too late to get a notice, we have received the Proceedings of 1901, to 

learn with very great regret that they were delayed by the il1ness of Grand 

Secret<rry POWER, and they seem to have been L~sued by his Deputy. \Ve 

think BrO'. PO\VER must have recovered or we should have received some 

notice of his' continued illness. 

Receiving the ProceediR!gs at! a very late moment, we must be very brief 

with them, but we prefer to notice them briefly rather than to let them go for 

our next report, which would be about a year and a half after the session. 

The frontispiece is a fine portrait of the retiring Grand Master, BE.VJAMIN V. 

\VHITE. 

The Proceedings also contain the portrait of Past Grand Ma..:;ter JoHN C. 

SMITH, of Illinois, the Representative of the jurisdiction near the Grand Lodge 

of Mississippi, who was present at this communication. It contains also the 

portraits of Past Grand :Masters ]OHN M. STONE, JonN F. McCoR.MICK and 

\VILLIAM STARLING, who had died during the year, and by whose deaths 

Masonry sustains a severe loss. 

The Grand Lodge held memorial services in their honor to which over 

twt;nty pages of these proceedings are devoted. Merited tributes were paid 

to their memory. 

The Grand Lodge was welcomed as usual, but the addresses are given in 

the appendix and not in the body of the Proceedings. 

A special communication had been held at Vicksburg to lay the corner·stone 

of an annex to the Vicksburg City Hospital, and the exercises on the occasion 

were of very great interest, hut of coun;;e we can only refer to them. 

Grand :Master WHITE delivered a comparatively brief address, in which he 

gives an account of his official acts and dwells with great force upon the loss 

that Masonry had sustained during the year by the. deaths to which we have 

referred. 

Grand Secretary PowER, in his report, gives a fine summary of the his

tory of the Grand Lodge of very great interest, and valuable to all interested 

in the history of Masonry. 

He reports that the total amount of relief contributed and forwarded to the 

1 Galve~ton suiferers was about $I,8oo. 

• Ill his report he says: 

"The legislature, at its last session, passed an act 'that all of the property, 
real and personal, and the revenues derived therefrom belonging to any relig
ious or charitable society or benevolent order on the lodge system, where no 
dividends are declared, and where the revenues thereof are used for fraternal 
and benevolent purposes, shall be exempt from all State, county and munici
pal taxes." 

In a case concerning property held by an Odd Fellows' Lodge, among other 

things the court say: 
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"A large part of the funds of the society is paid for sick and burial benefits 
to the members of the order, whether rich or poor, and to this extPnt the 
funds are not used for charity, and the exemption could not be sustained, even 
if the statute had exempted the property from taxation when the profits are 
used exclusively for charity." 

U pan this same principle, if the 'Visconsin doctrine were masonic law, 

lodge property would not be exempt. 

The Cominittee on Law made, as usual, a very able report, considering quite 

a number of questions, some of them of a very interesting character. 

The question V..'a.S asked, " VVhat is the length of my cahle tow," and a very 

able exposition of the views of various authors is given, but the committee 

conclude that it is only another form of saying that "he wi1l do that which is 

within the spirit of a mason's obligation." 'Ne have always understood it as 

meaning v:ithin the reasonable scope of one's ability : being really a limitation 

upon what is laid down as a duty, and we think that Bro. SPEED's definition 

must mean substantialJy the same thing. 

We find by another decision that in Missis:.;ippi the conferring of the Past 

Master's degree is a part of the installation ceremony. So far, Maine agrees. 

But the committee hold that if that part of the instaiJation ceremony is omitted 

thei"e is no installation, and -all the acts of the Master are void. From this 

conclusion we are obliged to dissent very strongly. We believe that when 

the installation is concluded and the officer declared installed into office and 

the record thereof made, it is impossible to go behind the record and ascertain 

if aiJ the details of the installation have been complied with. Parties may be 

punished for neglect, but to aiJm'\..- a record to be impeached by oral testimony 

as to the details of t¥ installation is utterly inadm~ssible. 

The rule in Maine is that if that ceremony is omitted it i-; a matter of 

instruction which the Master is entitled to receive at any time, and we think 

that ii Bro. SPEED reviews this part of this decision he must come to the 

same conclusion. 

It was also decided that if a lodge ask~ another lodge to confer a degree 

for it, the second lodge may decline to do so; and it seems that under the 

by-Jaws of that Grand Lodge, if a member of the second lodge objects pre

viously to the preparation of the candidate, the degree can not be given, 

although such objection would have no effect in the lodge which elected the 

candidate. We are glad to see that the tendency now is towatds the Maine ~ 
rule of not allowing one lodge to confer the degrees for another. ~ 

The reports of the District Deputies, as well a_-; that of the Grand Secretary, 

shows that the year had been a prosperous one, and as it is too ]ate to include 

Mississippi in our table, we will say that the total gains during the year were 

1172, and the total losses 903, showing a net gain of 279, and a total member

ship of 9177, in spite of an increase of about 100 in the suspensions for non

payment of dues. 
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The Report. on Correspondence (109 pp) was presented as heretofore by 

Bro. ANDREW H. BARKLEY. 

He recommends, the recognition of the Grand Lodges of Belgium, Cuba, 

Costa Rica, Puerto Rico, and 'Vestem Australia. The latter was recognized, 

but consideration of the others was deferred until the next meeting. 

Our brother gives a condensed account of the doings of other Grand 

Lodges, with few comments. VVe would be glad to give the whole uf his 

introduction-a beautiful statement of what Ma.">onry is and of the duty of 

masons-but our time fails. 

BELGIUM. 

We have received two patnphlets from the Grand Orient of Belgium, fi11ed 

with very interesting reports, addresses and discussions. 

It has been stated that this Grand Orient, which, so far as the admini~tra

tion of its own affairs i~ concerned, is a Grand Lodge like our own, has recog

nized the Grand Orient of France, and exchanged Representatives with it, 

and still maintains masonic correspondence \Yith it. In the list of Grand 

Bodies with which it is in correspondence, is the Grand Orient of France. 

But from the contents of these pamphlets, it would seem that the Grand 

Orient of France, with which it corresponds, i~ connected ·with the Supreme 

Council of France, which we have always understood to be antagonistic to the 

Grand Orient of France, which is generally held not to be a masonic body. 

It wiJl be necessary for us to re-examine the whole matter before we can 
recommend action by the Grand Lodge. 

The character and standing of the Grand Orient of Belgium are such that 

we most earnestly hope that no obstacles to the continuance of masonic cor

respondence will be found. 

COSTA RICA. 

Freemasonry is said to have been first introduced in organized form in 

r865, but that in r887, all the lodges had become extinct. 

The Grand Orient of Central America (Guatemala} chartered one lodge in 

1888, another in r8gz, another in 1897, (the account from \vhich this is taken 

says 1887, but that is quite certainly a clerical error)~ and another. in 1898, and 

in 18gg, a dispensation for another lodge to work in English. 

On December 7, t8qg, repn:.sentatives of these four lodges met and Jormed 

a Grand Lodge, the fi.rst Proceedings of which we have, as well as a neat 

pamphlet containing its "Constitution and Code." 

The proceedings in the organization were regular: the lodges deposited 

their old charters with the Grand Secretary and ·new ones ordered to be 
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issued, as well as a charter to the lodge u. D. At a late session all five lodges 

were represented. 

The Code was adopted and seven hundred copies-one-half of them in 

English and one half of them in Spanish-were ordered to be printed, 

A notice was received from an Oklahoma lodge of the expulsion by it of a 

late resident of Costa I{ica, and it was ordered that the lodges be notified accord

iugly and that they be advised to be specially cautiOus in the admis~ion of 

foreign and unknown visitors. 

A Jodge being in debt had refused to issue dimits until the applicants should 

have paid their share of the debts": the matter was referred to a committee, 

upon whose report the action of the 1odge was sustained. 

A dispensation for one new lodge had been granted. The returns of the 

other five show that all had done work, and four had increased their member

ship. The total membership of the five was 148; 48 had been initiated, 15 
affiliated and one restored; but 2 5 had dimitted, 24 had been excluded and 

3 had died: so that the net gain during 1900 was 12. 

The " Constitution and Code "is an elaborate document, evidently patterned 

after that of some other jurisdiction, and probably, as stated in the Proceed

ings, upon that of Iowa, with occasional reference to that of England. 

In the preamble the inherent right of the_lodges in an independent political 

territory to form a Grand Lodge is asserted, and this is followed by the declar

ation that the Grand Lodge has exclusive jurisdiction in Costa Rica: we re

gret to see, however, that in an official docunient approved by the Grand 

Lodge, it does not, as to other Grand Lodges, carry this doctrine to its logical 

results, but holds that in other jurisdictions, only' such of the lodges existing 

when a Grand Lodge is formed as choose to recognize it, come under its
1 

government. 

The Master, Wardens, Treasurer, Secretary and one delegate chosen by 
the lodge are members of the Grand Lodge, as well as the Present and Past 

Grand Officers and every Past Master: and each lodge has five votes to be 

thrown as a unit, as a majority of the six Representatives of the lodge may 

determine: the lodge may appoint a proxy for each representative to act in 

his absence. We regret that the old usage is departed from. The Master 

and Wardens have so long been the Representatives of the lodge, that we 

regret that this new Grand Lodge should, wit.hout so far as we know a single 

precedent, introduce this innovation. As to the manner of voting, we refer to 

our review of the District of Columbia. 

Another thing is also greatly to be regretted. This code not only does not 

recogntze the Ancient Landmarks, but really repudiates them. The Usages 

and Customs of the Craft are "Subject always to the limits imposed by this 

Constitution and to the speciaJ requirements of this jurisdiction as expressed 

in its laws." 

j 

1 
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The conservative Grand Lodges in the United States will hesitate to recog

nize this Grand Lodge if it persists in maintaining this doctrine. 

A dimitted mason is in good standing: an "excluded" mason may, by the 

payment of arrearag~s, re-instate himself as a dimitted mason, by paying his 

dues and a fine, ,; eXclusion" being the same as deprivation of membership 

in Maine, except the fine. A lodge may suspend from memb~rship, but sus

pension and expulsion from masonic rights can only be inflicted by the Grand 

Lodge. The fine pf an excluded mason is ten dollars; but the payment of 

his dues and the fine do not restore him to membership, but the lodge must 

give a dimit. 

\Vhen a mason joins a lodge he is required to take an obligation~an inno

vation, and an entirely unnecessary one, infringing also upon the universality 

of Freemasonry· 

In reply to Bro. DuNCAN, of Louisiana, it is stated officially that lodges 

may practice the American, Engli<;h, Scottish, Irish and Scottish Rite Rituals: 

the only thihg in the Code touching it is, that before a dispensation or charter 

shaH be issued, the ritual proposed to be used must first be approved by the 

ritual committee of the Grand Lodge. 

Decit;;ions of the Grand Master in the recess practically amount to nothing, 

as in any particular case they are liable to be set aside by the Grand Lbdge, 

and no provision is made as to what results if a decision is acted upon, and is 

afterwards set aside. There is no saf~ty unless the Grand Master's decision 

is final in the particular case, though the Grand Lodge may not approve it 

as a rule for the future. 

All paper ballots must be verified by the signature of the voter and, if not 

so verified, it shall not be counted. Thlli·destroys all the reason for a ballot, 

and the vote may as well be taken viva voce. Indeed, we notice that elections 

are made "by verbal vote," but five members may demand a paper ballot and 

scrutiny. 

Failure to pay dues for three months "cause without further formality 

other than record, the exclusion of the offender." 

Vl e are glad to note that so far as amending its constitution is concerned 

this Grand Lodge is a sovereign Body and the. source of all masonic power in 

Costa Rica. 

\Ve have had no time to investigate the correctness of the statement that 

all lodges in Costa Rica, except those which formed the Grand Lodge, had 

ceased to exist. 

We have gone to this length, not for the purpose of criticism but to give 

our Grand Lodge, so far as practicable, the information necessary to enable it to 

act intelligently upon the question of recognition, and also to show the 

tendency to drift from the ancient moorings when the attempt is made to re~ 

form masonry or to make it conform to our ideas of civil law. 
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CUBA. 

We have received the Proceedings of this Grand Lodge, but as our Spanish 

i::; rather rusty, \\•e take the following from the report of Bro. HEDGES, of 

Montana: 

"VVith great pleasure we acknowledge the receipt of the Proceedings of the 
Grand Lodge· of Cuba, August 3, 1900, a handsome volume of abOut 130 

pages, published in Havana, covering the transactions from March 28, 1899, to 
April 8, 1900. It contains a fine picture of Bro. ]UA:>r B. HERNANDEZ, the 
present Grand Master, who was elected at the first re-union in March, 1899, 
sUcceeding Bro. SEGUNDO ALvAREZ. At the same time former Grand Secre
tary JosE F. PELLON Vl'"aS elected Deputy Grand Master and Bro. AURELIO 
MIRANDA was chosen Grand Secretary. The volume is printed in Spanish. 
with which we are on1y partly familiar from our acquaintance with Latin, but 
we have been able by an occasional use of a Spanish Dictionary to make out 
the substance of the contents. This Grand Lodge was organized in 1859 and 
maintained its existence under the terrors of the civil, military and ecclesiastical 
Spanish authorities until 1895 when it was suppressed by order of the Spanish 
government. Through these four years of forced suppre.o;sion there were 
faithful brethren who kept the altar lights burning. Freed from cruel oppres
sion at length, though broken in fortune, widely scattered and many killed, 
the members joined hands once more and can look forward now to peace
ful and prosperous days. The Grand Lodge of New York carne nobly for
ward with timely relief, but we doubt not that those who only had words of 
sympathy and encouragement were gratefully recognized as true friends. It 
makes every citizen of our country proud to think that the strong arm of our 
government interposed in the fullness of time, and facing the peril of combined 
resistance from the great powers of Europe, save Great Britain alone, dealt the 
blow that forever paralyzed the arm of civil and ecclesiastical tyranny in the 
• ever faithful island.' 

"\Ve are glad to notice that with a single exception every Grand Lodge in 
the country has extended a warm welcome to the revived Grand Lodge of 
Cuba. \Ve are confident that a great work and great prosperity a-wait its 
future. \Ve are pleased to notice that Past Grand Master J. H. McLEARY, of 
Texas, well known also in Montana, where he served four years as one of the 
judges of our Supreme Court, has taken so prominent and active a part in 
assisting the reorganization and recommending it to the confidence of the 
American Masons. The volume before us is fuJI of evidence that the institu
tion is in good hands to insure success and we most heartily congratulate the 
Cuban brothers on their good shoV~oring and prospects." 

ENGLAND. 

1 

We h.ave six pamphlets covering the proceedings for the year from April r, ~ 

1900, to April 1, Igoi, the Annual Grand Festival, four Especial and four 4 
Quarterly Communications. 

The u contributions" by the lodges are made quarterly and the full lists are 

published, as well as other items of receipts and expenditures, so that much of 

the space is given to the financial reports. 

A resolution congratulating His Royal Highness, the Grand Masterj upon 

his escape from assassination, was carried," all the Brethren rising and singing 

'God save the Queen.'" 



Correspondence-England-Ireland. 56 5 

Twenty-five brethren were honored with past rank in commemoration of the 

Grand Master's twenty-five years of service. 

The payments from the Fund of Benevolence during the first quarter of 

1900 amounted to $14 1000 and nearly as much during each of the other quar
ters. The South Africa Masonic Relief Fund amounted to nearly $6o,ooo. 

The Especial Meeting was held to adopt an address to the King on the 

occasion of the death of the Queen, and the retirement of the Grand Master 

from the office he had held for twenty-seven years. He had specially inter

ested himself in the charities, and under his auspices about $725,o0o ,,.,.·as 

secured as the Centenary Fund for the Boys' SchooJ. In leaving the Grand 

:Wastership he assumes the position and title of " Protector of English Free

masons.'' The Grand Masters of Western Australia, of Ireland and Scotland, 

and the District Grand Master of the Transvaal, were present and spoke in 

support of the address. 

The Duke of Connaught was nominated for Grand Master and at the next 

meeting he was elected by acclamation. 

We_ notice that in the election of Grand Treasurer, there being two car.di~ 

dates, 2,77 I votes were cast. 

So much of the business is done by the Board of General Purposes, that 

few matters outside of the routine business come before the Grand Lodge for 

its action. The hour of meeting was -fixed for six o'clock, so that the business 

can be finished in season for dinner at eight. 

In connection with our review of this Grand Lodge we desire to speak again 

of a book of which we have already spoken-Bro. RoBERT FREKE GoULD's 

History of Military Lodges. These lodges had so much to do with the intro~ 

duction of Masonry into this country, that this work is not merely of great 

interest but is absolutely necessary for the student of .masonic history: it is so 

written, also, as to command the attention of the general reader. 

We are deeply pained to announce the sudden death of Bro. GEORGE \V. 

SPETH, the Secretary, and a strong pillar of support of the lodge u Quartuor 

Coronati ,, : in his death the craft have suffered the severest of losses. 

IRELAND, 1900. 

Instead of the usual leaflet which we have annually described, we have a 

pamphlet of thirty pages. The increased size grows out of a very wise prac~ 

tice which the Grand Lodge has recently adopted-having an address from the 
APP. 37 G. L. 

- - -- - - _____________ ...... 
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acting Grand ]\faster. 'Ne believe that our Irisll brethren will find that this J 
.feature adds greatly to the interest of their meetings and wi11 create a cone- ~ 

SJ?Onding interest among the craft, and we know that the Proceedings will be 

eagerly looked for by her sister .Grand Lodges as containing information whic.:h ) 

will be of great interest to them. 

The address was delivered at the December communication in this instance 

by the Deputy Grand Master, Bro. ]AMES CREED MEREDITH. 

He refers to the visit of the Quetn to Ireland, and as the Grand Master 

was absent, he was obliged to act in his place. A special meeting of the 

Grand Lodge was held and an address was adopted and prepared in due form. 
On her Majesty's arrival, intimations of addresses poured in to such an 

extent that, considering her health, it was found impossible for her to receive 

all of them, but she did arrange to receive forty to be presented by deputa

tions of two each, among which was the address of the Grand Lodge, which 

was presented by the Grand Master and his deputy. 

The craft was surprised and delighted that the Queen intimated that she 

desired to visit the Masonic Orphan Girls~ Schoo), and she named a day, but 

as that day was in the vacation when the bulk of the children were away, she 

named a later day, and visited the school. She had the committee personally 

presented to her, the Deputy Grand Master being chairman. She evinced a 
great interest and made many inquiries. In the mean time the boys had been 

drawn up in line, and on her attention being called to them, she received them 

most graciously. The occasion was one of great interest and endeared the 

Queen very greatly to all who were present. 

There is an association of officers of municipal corporations in Great Britain 

and it met in Dublin during the year, and those who were masons were form

ally entertained by a tommittee of the craft, and the occasion was a very 

enjoyable one. 

He refers in a touching way to the war in South Africa, and to its conse· 

quences and to his hopes of peace. 

He devotes ctmsiderab1e of his address to the appointment of representa· 

tives to and from other Grand Lodges. The honor is considered a high one, 

and great care is taken in their appointment. 

The comer~stone of the new Masonic Boys' School for England was laid by 

the DUKE of CoNN AUGHT, by deputation from the Grand Master, the Prince 

of Wa1es, who cou1d not be present. 

In connection with this he says: 

"It was especially interesting to me in this that the brother who appeared 
in his proper place as the Senior Grand Warden of the Grand Lodge of Eng
land was· the brother who is at this moment the actual Senior Grand Warden 
of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, Viscount Templetown. I believe it is unique 
in the history of Masonry that the same brother should hold the position of 
Senior Grand·\Varden of two Grand J. ... odges at the same time. Our connec
tion with the Grand Lodge of England has been close. Brethren who have 
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filled Grand Offices in one.have been afterwards called to important positions 
in the other, and upon one occasion our Senior Grand Warden was at the 
same time Junior Grand Warden of England, but Lord Templetown's case 
constitute::; a record." 

We were not aware of the facts thus stated, and it is of exceeding great 

interest, especially as it could happen nowhere else but in Great Britain. 

Of the condition of the craft he says : 

"The general progress of the craft continues to be eminently satisfactory. 
Our numbers are increasing, but of course we cannot expect the increase from 
year to year to be quite up to the increase of last year or the year before. 
The year before, you all know was a record year in the numbers who joined 
our society. Our numbers are continuing to increase, and that is a satisfac
tory and a healthy sign. Nine new Warrants were issued during the year. 
Of these two were for holding lodges in the City of Belfast, where the number 
of lodges working is much in excess of the number in the City of Dublin. 
Of course you all know that there is in Belfast a very much wider field from 
which to draw than there is in the City of Dublin. In Belfast the number of 
the population who would join the masonic Order is very much greater in 
proportion to the population of the city than is the number who would join in 
the City of Dublin. Four Vlarrants were issued for the Province of Down, 
and two for the Province of Derry and Donegal." 

Of one of these he says further: 

"The ninth new '\Tarrant that was issued was one with reference to which 
I must say a word or two. There was in that distant part of the world, Siam, no 
masonic lodge whatever, but there were a number of brethren there-English 
brethren and Scotch brethren and Irish brethren-who were anxious to spread 
the light of Masonry in that country in which they had made their home, but 
the want of a Warrant prevented them from doing so. Fortunately there was 
amongst them a brother who was well known to our brother Chetwode Craw
ley, a brother who was known to many Dublin men as the son of a clergyman 
of the Church of Ireland, and himself a distinguished Trinity Gollege grad.uate, 
brother Travers Drapes. He was joined by a number of other brethren in 
Bankok, Siam, in an application to this Grand Lodge to grant them a Warrant 
to hold a lodge under our jurisdiction. That application was acceded to by 
the Grand Lodge, and a Warrant was sent out. It is but a few hours since I 
was sitting with my brother Chetwode Crawley when he was handed letters 
from that distant place. One of them. conveyed the sad news that before the 
Warrant reached Siam, our brother Travers Drapes, who held an important 
position as a leader of the bar in Singapore, had been stricken down and died 
after. a very short illness. The Warrant which you had here granted for hold
ing a lodge there was returned by his widow in a most pathetic letter to our 
brother Chetwode Crawley, through whose hands it had been sent out." 

,tile trust that the failure of the first \Varrant will not prevent the organiza

tion of the lodge. That will be a matter of world wide interest to the craft. 

He announced that a lodge in ·Perth, Vol estern Australia, had joined that 

Grand Lodge, and we are glad to find that the Grand Lodge of Ireland had 

recognized it. 

It had been decided during the year that a brother who had been suspended 

and is restored to good standing is not thereby restored to membership in his 

lodge. The brethren in question were suspended indefinitely . 

• 
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It was also held that the Worshipful Master cannot resign, and that a lodge 

cannot suspend its by-laws. 
He again ·earnestly urges that canvassing for office in Grand Lodge or in 

subordinate lodges shall not be practiced. 

His portrait had been presented to the Grand Lodge, and a present had been 

made to his wife on the day when his portrait was un vailed. The gift affected 
him very greatly but he~peaks of it with exceeding modesty. 

There are other matters discussed in his address which we cannot notice at 
length. But we must refer to the splendid exhibit made by the girls in the 

Girls' School. They have an annual examination, and out of 104, 73 were 

presented for examination and not one of them failed, and th~.girls took a 

very large number of prizes. We can only say that the results are splendid 

and justify the laudable pride of the Deputy Grand Master in referring to 

them. 

He announced that the Century Fund for completing the Boys' School had 
reached the sum proposed and exceeded i.t' and it was quite certain that the 

amount would be $Js.ooo. 
We congratulate our Irish brethren on the condition of the craft and the 

immense amount of work that they are doing. 

MEXICO. 

For a long time we have held that there is not en'ough available masonic 

material in the different States in Mexico to maintain a Grand Lodge in each 

State. We have held that the only method of establishing and maintaining 

MaSonry in Mexico, in a manner consistent with the importance and dignity 

of the Institution, is to adopt the English system: that is to say, that there 

should be established a Grand Lodge for the Republic, with Provincial Grand 

Lodges in such of the States as could properly maintain one, and with lodgeB 

directly under the authority of the Grand Lodge in the others. 

The establishment of a Grand Lodge which is likely to have only a few 
lodges and only a few few hundred masons is, in our judgment, a positive 

injury to Masonry. It is well enough to establish a Grand Lodge in a new 

and rapidly growing country \\ri.th a small obedience, because it is bound to 

keep pace with the growth of the-country and soon have a respectable follow· 

ing. But in Mexico these conditions do !lot exist and the growth that may 

be reasonably expected will be small for many years, and the number of lodges 

and masons in the whole Republic would not much exceed that under our 

smaJler Grand Lodges which have any considerable age. The system also 

works well -under the British Grand Lodges in countries or districts which 

have even a large number of lodges. 

We had hoped that the Gran Dieta would be able to take and hold this 1 

• 
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position. We have had no sympathy with views which have been expressed 

that because ·it had, in the past, not conformed in some respects to regular 

Masonry, it must be forever put under the ban, nor with conclusions based 

upon the assertions of an~ expelled mason, who has abundantly shown that he 

is entitled to no credence. The only question with us has been whether the 

Gran Dieta has taken, and can maintain for the future, the position above 

indicated. 
\Ve learn from the report of Bro. JENKS, of VVisconsin, that, by its latest 

Constitution (that of Decembe.r, 189g),.which we have not seen, it does not 

even attempt to take that position, but proposes to be " a consulting body " 

and" a friendly mediator." According to Bro. )ENKs .• it has none of the 

qualities of a Sovereign Grand Lodge, but expressly concedes to the " Con

federated Grand Lodges" all masonic powers. These statements are a great 

surprL.::,e to us, for we have always understood that there were lodges ·under 

the immediate jurisdiction of the Gran Dieta. 

Within a few days comes the information through the newspapers that on 

April 30, I90I, the qran Dieta voluntarily dissolved. We have not been able 

to verify the report. 

But whether it is true or not, we omit our intended discussion of the ques

tion, because, under its present Constitution, it cannot be the Body which we 

think is absolutely necessary if Symbolic Masonry is to exist in Mexico 

under an independent local organization. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

We have the Proceedings of this Grand Lodge from June, r899, to June, 

rgoo. They remind one more of the volumes issued in· this country than 

those of any other foreign Grand Lodge which we receive, and the Grand 

Lodge is making them of great interest, not merely to the craft in that juris· 

diction, but to masons everywhere. 

The Grand Lodge meets quarterly, and occasionally holds special or emer· 

gent communications. 

There is a great deal more in this volume that we would be pleased to 

notice than we have space or time for. 

~r e will first refer to the charitable and benevolent matters. 

The Freemasons' Orphans' Society, although it has existed for twenty-one 

years, is now under the charge of the Grand Lodge, or sufficiently so to have 

its proceedings published in this volume. lt has an invested fund of over 

$wolooo, and it spends over $z,ooo in the support of chiJdren to the extent of 

$130 a year to each. 
There is also the Freemasons' Benevolent Institution for the relief of dis· 

tressed or infirm Freemasons and their wives and widows, supported entirely 
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by voluntary contributions. This volume contains its ninth report, and the· 
amount of good which it does wiU be understood from the fact that it dis

bursed iFl• relief during the year nearly $J,OOo, largely contributed during the 
year by the brethren, and in addition, it has an invested fund of over $2o,ooo. 

The Grand Lodge had a large amount of routine business to transact during 

the year, in addition to what was finally disposed of by the Board of General 

Purposes. 
There was one unpleasant matter that agitated the brethren during the year, 

growing out of a disagreement between this Board and the M. W. Grand 

Master. The Board had twice refused to recommend the granting of a dis

pensation for a new lodge, and upon a new application again refused its rec

ommendation. 
Thereupon the· Grand Master examined the matter carefully and was of the 

opinion that a dispensatiOn ought to issue, and issued it accordingly~,~ The 

Board protested on the grounds that it claimed that while the Grand Master 

was not obliged to grant a dispensation upon its recommendation, he had no 

power under the Constitution to grant such a dispensation without its recom

mendation. The matter excited considerable feeling, and v.<as taken before 

the Grand Lodge and argued therein, the Grand Master also making a state

ment; he was sustained b~ an O\'erwhelming majority. But the Board itself 

was divided, the President taking sides with the Grand Master and speaking 

to that effect in the Grand Lodge. Thereupon a resolutiop was offered in the 

:Board of General Purposes, indirectly censuring him and he ruled 'it out of 

order, and the result was another test in the Grand. Lodge and again the 

Grand Master was sustained. The practical question presented wa..9 that it is 

the duty .of the President to report the action of the Board to the Grand 

Lodge, and other members objected that he had no right under such cir~um
stances to speak against the report. 

The matter was finally arranged, as we understand it, upon the advice of 

the Grand Master that when the President does not agree with the report it 

may be made by some other member, representing the views of the majority. 
As the President of the Board was re-elected without opposition, we infer 

that the matter has been satisfactorily arranged. 

One decision was made which would not be sustained in this jurisdiction 

and we do not think that it ought to be valid law anywhere. Charges were J 
made against an -unaffiliated mason, which were. tried before the Board of ~ 
General Purposes, and he undertook to appeal to the Grand Lodge, and a 

point of order being raised as to whether an unaffiliated brother had the right ~ 

to appeal, 

"The M. W. the Grand Master upheld the point raised, and ruled that a 
brother who has been a member of a lodge under this constitution, but has 
'called off,' has no right to come to this Grand Lodge; and asked to have his 
grievances redressed." 
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It seems ts us that the brother was not asking to have a grievance re

dressed, but simply defending himself against what may have been an unlaw

ful sentence against him by the Board of General Purposes. 

It was admitted by a trial that the brother accused was entitled to be heard 

and to have a trial, and that means that he shall have a lawful tria}, and that 

means, in our judgment, that the q~estion as to whether he had a lawful trial 

should be open to him as to others. The action of the Grand Lodge in this 

particular was to the effect that he was bound by the result of the trial, whether 

it was laVirful or not. 

The following from the address of the Grand Master will be rea~ with pleas

ure by all the masons in this country: 

"Only one word more ere we proceed to the business of the evening. The 
sun which has just set over our Southern Continerit is now rising over the 
United States of America where to-morrow the :Freemasons of that grand 
country will join with visiting brethren from all lands in doing honour to the 
memory of the illustrious George Washington! on the hundredth anniversary 
of his death. It is much to be regretted that the other Grand Lodges of Aus
tralasia could not see their way to join with ours in sending a Special Ambassa
dor on such a unique occasion. VIle have done what we could in entrusting 
our greetings to our Grand Representative nearest to the Grand Lodge of 
Virginia; and I ask you now to rise! and stand to order! as a silent token of 
our fraternal feeling towards those who, whatever their nation, creed or tongue! 
hold fast to the mystic tie! which binds us all in love and amity! and which 
only death can sever. 

"'The brethren, who had risen at the sound of the gavel, remained standing 
to order till the Graf\d Master finished speaking." 

ThL" Grand Lodge insists upon exclusive jurisdiction in its territory. 

We learn that there is one lodge that has not given in its adhesion, and of 

this the Grand Master says: 

"As bearipg on this point, I am reminded to say that I was surprised at 
receiving, not long ago, a request, from some suburban brethren for permission 
to visit a meeting of those who so unhappily still refuse allegiance to our 
Grand Lodge. I do not desire to l';ay more with regard to these mistaken 
though undoubtedly energetic masons, than that the edict of Grand Lodge, 
dated 14th December, 1898, against either visiting or receiving visits from any 
body of Freemasons in New South ~ral~s not on our Register, has never been 
revoked. 

"I am still in c•rrespondence with the Grand Lodge of England on the sub
ject, and am not without. hope that a peaceful solution of the difficulty, and 
an end to the schism, may yet be achieved.'' 

t 
1 

This is emphasized by the following from the report of the Committee on 

Correspondence in its review of Quebec, It is printed in italics: 

"We venture to express our sympathy with the Grand Lodge, and our re
gret that the matter remains unsettled. V.l e have a similar trouble here, but 
with one lodge only, and hitherto the Grand Lodge <?f England has altemate1y 
concurred in and opposed the views of our own. In our case, all intercourse 
with the particular lodge is forbidden, and will remain so." 

We find a very able report on the Grand Lodge of Western Australia) in 
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·which the principles on which the ne\\.· Grand Lodges are organized are very 

ably set forth. 

The body formed by 11 unattached " masons was said to be irregular, the 

committee coming to the conclusion, as we understand it, that a Grand Lodge 

can be formed only by a- majQrity of the lodges in the proposed territory. 

Of the Scottish body the report says: 

"On December 28, 1899, the District Grand Lodge, S. C., held a meeting, 
and it was then announced that R. \V. Bro. the Rev. G. E. Rowe had received 
from the Grand Lodge of Scotland his Patent of Office as Pro-Grand Master ~ 
of Western Australia. The District Grand Lodge, S. C., was thereupon pro
claimed to be the • Grand Lodge of Scottish Freemasonry in \Vestern Austra-
lia,' and Grand Lodge officers were appointed/' 

But it was held that the Body was still a Provincial Grand Lodge only, and 4 
recognition was denied. 

It was decided that the Grand Lodge formed October 11, 1899, by the 

English lodges was regularly formed by a majority of the lodges. 

Upon examination of this report, we have had no hesitation in recommend

ing the recognition of the Grand Lodge of Western Australia by our Grand 

Lodge. 

The quarterly reports of the Grand Inspectors of Workings are still of great 

interest, showing a very able performance of the duties by the proper officers, 

and as a whole a very prosperous condition of the lodges. 

We note that the visits are usually made for the pur~se of installing the 

officers of the lodge. Whether the lodges are visited at other times or whether 

on such occasions any work is done, we are not certain, but according to our 

observation and experience visits for the inspection of the work are of very 

great importance. 

When a vote had been taken upon the recognition of th~ Grand Lodge of 

.\Vestem Australia, the Grand Master spoke at some length, saying among 

other things : 

"I do not for one moment believe that if it were proved to be for the inter
ests of Peace, Love and Harmony, that the Scottish lodges should join the 
newly-formed Grand Lodge, and if they were desirous of d~g so, the slight
est difficulty would be raised in Scotland. But in saying this I must remind 
you in the strongest possible terms that there is no necessity for masonic 
lodges to ask permission to form themselves into a Grand Lodge in any terri- ~ 
tory not already so occupied. No ot,her Grand Loddge can either givde or refuse i·~ 
permission for the formation of a new Grand Lo ge. We asserte that very 
plainly in the case of our own. ""N e neither asked nor waited for permission 
in 1888, but as representatives of a vast majority of the lodges in the territory, 
we met, and declared our Grand Lodge formed, elected our first Grand 
);faster, and the very next day demanded, and in due course received, recogni-
tion from nearly all the Grand Lodges in the world." 

The Report on Correspondence (128 pp.) is signed by the full committee, 

but according to the initials attached to each review it is the work of Bro. 
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JoHN B. TRIVETT, the chairman (also Deputy Grand :Master), and Bro.\\'. 

H. SHORTLAND. 

It follows the former style of ghring a brief abstract with brief comments. 

The following extract "from the conclusion" is fully justified by the report: 

u Modesty dictates the avoidance of mention of many kind references which 
we have experienced at the hands of brother reviewers, but we cannot refrain 
from the remark that the institution of the system of Foreign Correspondence 
by our Grand Lodge, and the consequent notice attracted to our proceedings 
from many distinguished Writers by i~s agency during the la..;;t five years, have 
had the effect of placing New South Wales in a very favorable position in the 
estimation of sister Grand Lodges. Such a result, if reciprocal, \Vill be pro
ductive of effects, seen and unseen, which must be of permanent advantage to 
our beloved Institution, and will far more than repay any labor which has 
been devoted towards such a consummation." 

It will be seen by the extract already given that the committee are very 

strenuous in the support of Grand Lodge jurisdiction, and of course do not 

sustain the Grand Lodge of VV ashington in its action. 

Of the question of dispute with the Grand Lodge of England in relation to 

the lodge which we have mentioned, Bro. TRIVETT says: 

"The position of the Grand Lodge of New South \Vales may be thus 
stated: 

u The whole matter resolves itself into the question, VVas the English warrant 
of Lodge Cambrian, No. 656, legally surrendered in 1888, and subsequently 
'endorsed on the margin,' in the accordance vd.th the request of the Grand 
Lodge of England ? 

"Our Grand Lodge maintains that it was. England practically assented to 
this for many years, but its Board of General Purposes now alleges that it 
was ~nly a case of' the majority of the lodge determining to retire from it.' 

" Our records show no justification for assenting in any way to this allega
tion." 

In his review of Maine he says: 

"Respecting the action of the Grand Lodge of Washington as to • Colored 
Masons,' a very temperate series of resolutions was adopted, condemning the 
\Vashington declaration, and counselling the brethren of that state to retrace 
their steps. 

"'It is pleasing to see that our Maine brethren did not resort at once to the 
violent extreme of declaring non-intercourse with VVa.<>hington over this vexa
tious question; and more especially is the finding of the committee praise
worthy when we consider the more than warm sentiments which have been 
expressed by the Vla.shington Chairman of Correspondence towards Bro. 
Drummond, the Chairman of the Maine Committee. Truly, brotherly love is 
a 'great and invaluable principle.'" 

He also calls attention to what we had already discovered, that this Grand 

Lodge and our Grand Lodge do not appear to have exchanged representath>es. 

\Vhy, we cannot tell, unless it was overlooked by the Grand Master at the 

1;ime we recognized the Grand Lodge. \V e do not think that another sim}lar 

report in this respect will have to be made. 

We desire to repeat our congratulations that this Grand Lodge is so splen

didly carrying out its work. 
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The membership had increased during the year from 7,164 to 7,506 in 184 J 
lodges. 

NEW ZEALAND. 

We have the Proceedings at the Half-Yearly and the Annual Commut1ica

tions-the latter held in Apri1, 1901. The proceedings at both session£ are 

of much interest, especially as a report of the discussions is given. 

This Grand Lodge allows the existence of Jodges previously existing which 

have not given in their allegiance to it, and maintains masonic relations with 

them, even allowing them to issue circular apJ?eals in behalf of poor families: 

later, restrictions, applicable to all lodges, were placed upon this privilege. As 

would be expected, many complications and dissensions grew out of this system 

of mixed government. One lodge refused to admit as visitors the members 

of aNew Zealand lodge in the same town, and the matter was brought before 

the Grand Lodge, which, of course, could not interfere. 

Beyond this the Scottish District Grand Lodge claimed the right to estab

lish new lodges, and actually established one. The District Grand Master 

claimed to be supported in this by home authority, and letters are published 

which seem to imply that he could do as he saw fit. This is a great surpr,se 

to everybody, for Scotland had recognized New Zealand in the followihg 

terms: 

" It is a great pleasure to me to intimate to you that Grand Lodge ha.o;; re
solved to recognize the Grand Lodge of New Zealand, and to open fraternal 
relations with it, under the declaration and reservation that the Grand Lodge 
of Scotland retains its jurisdiction unimpaired over its lodges in New Zealand 
who may choose to continue their allegiance to it; and also that the rights 
and jurisdiction of the three Scottish District Grand Lodges in New Zealand 
over such lodges and Scottish interests be reserved." 

We do not believe that the Grand Lodge of Scotland will be guilty of the 

bad faith of establishing new lodges after so explicit a recognition. 

The Grand Lodge of New Zealand properly forbade masonic intercourse 

with the new lodge and all concerned in forming it: and at the last account~, 

the lodge seemed in a dying condition. \Ve believe that it wa.<; unwise in this 

Grand Lodge to accept qualified recognition by any other masonic authority: 

it is probably true that for the time being it secured harmony, but only to be 

disturbed continually afterwards. 

The Constitution of the Board of General Purposes occasioned quite a dis

cussion. It seems that the Grand Lodge and Grand Secretary's office is itine

rant, and it has been the custom to elect the Board from among the masons in 

the locality where the Grand Secretary's office is for the time being. Of course 

this produced dissatisfaction ·and even dissension. 

There was also an attempt to locate the Grand Secretary's office: the ques

tion was submitted to the lodges and they decided in favor of locating it at 
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Wellington, by a vote of nearly two to one: but there are three other cities, 

and apparently there are unfortunate local jealouSies : the result was that the 

Grand Lodge voted to have the office two yems at each of the four places, in a 

prescribed order. 

The Grand Lodge had the usual struggle with the ritual, which was not 

made mandatory, but recominended to the lodges for use. 

A revised Constitution was reported by a committee, d\;;cussed and adopted. 

A proxy system had prevailed which had been so grossly abused, that it 

was entirely abolished, not even ~aving to a lodge the privilege of being repre

sented by a proxy when its usual representatives cannot be present. But as 

all Past Masters are members of the Grand Lodge, there may not be so much 

necessity for proxy representation as there is with us. Still we think it ·would 

have been wise to allow a lodge to elect one of its own members its proxy to 

cast its three votes, when not represented by its Master and Wardens or one 

of them. 

We are glad to note in this connection that actual service in any jurisdiction 

entitles a Past Master to membership in the Grand Lodge upon becoming a 

member of one of its subordinates. 

After two long discussions: the title of" Grand Superintendent" was changed 

to " Provincial Grand Master" and then changed back again, an attempt to 

change it to "District DepUty Grand Master" (the one in general use in thio; 

country, and, as we think, the correct one) having failed. 

Every brother elected or appointed to office in the Grand Lodge has to pay 

a fee before investiture, to the Fund of Benevolence: if he fails for three 

months to do ·so, he forfeits his office and becomes ineligible to office in Grand 

Lodge, unless the disability is removed by special action of the Grand Lodge. 

If the Grand Master is absent from any session of the Grand Lodge, the Im

mediate Past Grand Master, or in his absence the Senior Past Grand Master 

present, takes precedence of the Deputy Grand Master in presiding. 

A visitor must be vouched for, or pass an examination and produce proper 

vouchers that he was made in a regular lodge, \\r:ith proof of identity. 

The Master and Wardens are ex officio the Committee of Investigation and 

must report upon every candidate: but lodges may provide for additional 

members who shall be Past Masters. As a rule no candidate can be initiated 

at the same meeting at which he is elected. This provision would have saved 

trouble in many cases in Maine if we had had it. The following is a c1ause 

from the prescribed form of petition for initiation : 

"That I am pos.-,essed of sufficient means to enable me to meet the charges 
of my initiation and the support of my membership in the Craft, without 
detriment to my family and connections." 

We believe that the following should be tbe practice in all lodges: 
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"Every brother shall be supplied with a printed copy of the by-laws of the 
lodge when he becomes a member, and his acceptance thereof shall be 
deemed to be a dec1aration of submission thereto. A copy of the Book of 
Constitution shall also be given to every brother on his initiation." 

A communication was received, the object of which was to ascertain the 

views of the Grand Lodge in relation to reviving an Irish lodge that was 

dormant when the Grand Lodge of New Zealand was organized. The question 

involved ·was of great consequence as there was a large number of dormant 

lodges in the Colony, the revival of some of which would practically ruin New 

Zealand lodges, more recently formed: on the other hand, the Grand Lodge 

desired to treat the Grand Lodge of Ireland with great courtesy. The matter 

was referred to the Board, to point out to the Grand Lodge of Ireland the 

consequences, believing that that Grand Lodge would waive its request. 

It was suggested that the Grand Master should present an address on 

behalf of the Grand Lodge to the Duke of Cornwall on his ar.rival, but "The 

Grand Master said he would not appear in regalia. It was sufficient to do 

that on proper occasions. If it was decided to present an address, he would 

be happy to undertake the duty." 

The matter of the improper publication of masonic matters was presented 

by a request to the Grand Master for a decision as to the law upon this sub

ject: 

"No brother shall print or publish, or cause to be printed or published, the 
proceedings of any lodge, or any part thereof, except in the recognized organ 
of the craft, without the consent of the Grand Master i or print or publish, or 
cause to be published, anything which by the lav.'S and regulations of Free
masonry is improper to be published." 

After remarks concerning some publications that had been made, the subject 

was dropped_ 

We hardly appreciate, at this d,istance, the size and importance of the 

Grand Lodges in this far away part of the world. 

This Grand Lodge has 121 lodges on its roll, with a membership of S.J8S, 
having made a net gain of 204 during the year. Its three Charity Funds 

amount to about $I6,ooO". 

QUEENSLAND. 

The District Grand Lodge of Queensland, under the Grand Lodge of Eng

land, sends us three phamphlets, the first two marked "For priVate circula· 

tion only": we understand this to mean "among masons," and we feel at 

liberty to take from them some matters of information, which we know will 

be interesting to our brethren. 

These District Grand Lodges have substantially the powers of Grand 

Lodges, but they are under the supervision of the Grand Lodge and an appeal 
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lies from them to the Grand Lodge; their by-laws must be approved by the 

M. W. Grand Master. 
These Proceedings read very much like those of the Grand Lodges. 'N e 

are disappointed in not finding a list of the lodges and statistics of their mem

bership: but from various partial]ists we find that there must be nearly forty 

and perhaps more. 
The Proceedings of other Grand Lodges are acknowledged-among them 

some from the United States. 
Emergent communications were held to lay corner-stones and dedicate 

masonic halls, 

Large amounts are disbursed in charity and quite an amount contributed to 

the South African Relief Fund. 
This Grand Lodge had occasion to censure improper publications in the 

public press. 
A brother who had "passed the chair" very much as is done in Penflsyl

vania, was elected Master of a lodge, but the District Grand Master decided 

that the election was void because the Constitution pro\l·ides that no one can 

be Master who has not" served one year in the office of ~faster or \\'"arden of a 

regular lodge." The brother appealed to the Grand Lodge of England and the 

decision of the District Grand Master was sustained, on the ground that in that 

jurisdiction installation confers only the rank of" Installed Master," who must 

serve as such for a year before he becomes entided to the rank of Past Master. 

The improper publication of masonic matters in ne\\·spapers was again dis

cussed at corisiderable length. A newspaper man, who was present, stated 

that so far as his paper was concerned, a very large proportion of the Masters 

had asked him to publish instaiJation proceedings. He had endeavored to 

conform to the law, and whenever lodges did not desire ,publicity they did not 

get it. Somelimes invitation cards had _been sent to newspaper offices, and 
that had been taken as an intimation that a report '\Vas required. In late 

years, also, reports had been sent to the offices for publication. 

The law requires the approval of the District Grand Master, and he stated 

that if they would consult him he would let them fully understand his views : 

there was no Objection to a report of simple matters, but there was a point at 

which these published reports should terminate, and the brethren would un~ 

derstand that the matter should be brought within bounds. 

We trust that the publication and exchange of Proceedings \\~II be con

tinued. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

Proceedings for the year ending April, 1900, include those of the semi

annual Communication in October, 1899, and the annual, April, I goo. 

~ The business done was of an entirely routine character. Nearly $8oo had 

l 
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' been paid out in charity during the fitst half of the year and nearly $6oo in 

the last half. 

The Grand Lodge of \tV estern Australia was recognized. 'VIle notice that 

Representatives to other Grand Lodges aiC elected by the Grand Lodge and 

nominations of Brethren to be Representatives from other Grand Lodges are 

made by the Grand Lodge. 

Over $1,000 v..-as paid from the Benevolent Fund to Brethren and ~~idows, 

less than $400 of which went to brethren of their own lodges i about $340 to 

English lodges; $rs.oo,California lodge; $rs.oo, Xew York lodges; $175, 

Scotch lodges and $120 Victoria lodges. 

There are 43 lodges with a membership of 2,485, against 2,405 last year. 

TASMANIA. 

Annual Communication, Feb. 22, 1900, and August 30, 1900, the former 

on the anniversary of Washington's birthday, and the latter on ours! 

The Reports of the different Boards, Grand )faster and other Grand Officers 

and addresses are given in these pamphlets: 

character and are worthy of being studied. 

port by copying from them. 

the addresses are of a very high 

We could make quite a full re· 

The death of Rev. R. D. PoULETT·l-IARRIS, the first Grand Master, is an-

nounced with fitting tributes to his memory. 

The Board of Benevolence reports the disbursement of over $goo in relief 

and that the Fund is growing by voluntary contributions and over $1,ooo lodge 

dues. 

The Pro-Grand Master (R. J. SADLER) made a brief report: he bad visited 

quite a number of the lodges. As a whole, a fair year's \VOrk had been done 

and unanimity and concord had prevailed. 

The Inspectors of Lodges report favorable conditions, but one says that 

a uniform ritual is needed to secure the best results. 

A motion to contribute $125 to the S0nth African Fund was carried unani

mously and~' all present then joined in singing the National A them." 

The Grand Master, C. E. DAVIES, had been honored by appointment as Past 

Grand Warden of the Grand Lodge of England. He remarks in his address 

that he will be excused for noting " that three brothers-rather unique in the 

annals of Freemasonry-occupy such prominent positions amongst Free

masons." We believe that the Deputy Grand Master, J. G. DAVIES, is his 

brother, as is FRANK DAVIEs, the Representative of the Grand Lodge near 

that of Victoria, who has recently been honored with the rank of Past Deputy 

Grand Master of that Grand Lodge for special services rendered to it: and a 

fourth brother is Past Master of a leading Victoria lodge. 

He calls attention to the circular of the Grand Lodge of England in relation ~ 
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to the attempted creation of a lodge in London by the Grand Orient of France, 

'
1 not having any jurisdiction to establish a Lodge of Freemasons in England." 

This Grand Lodge has twenty-four·lodges on its roll, but the total member
ship is not given. 

VICTORIA. 

VVe have a book in which are five pamphlets issued during the y·ear tgoo; 

and we abo ha've the JJroceedings for 1\farch, tgoi, which seems to be the 

annual meeting. 

During the year ending in March, I9oo, the Board of Benevolence had re

ceived r85 applications for aid, 47 of which had been refused and 138 had 

been granted to the extent of over $],60o, of which $I6o had been refunded, 

without soHcitation. We judge that appeals to lodges are allowed only in 

special cases. 

A qutstion was raised whether a certain matter in the report of the Board 

of General Purposes could he discussed in the presence of the Wardens, and 

the Grand Master ruled that the \oVardens are members of the Grand Lodge, 

and, therefore, are entitled to participate in all its deliberations. The matter, 

however, was postponed, and at the next session the- Grand Master announced 

tl;at after consideration, he had come to the conclusion that it was one that 

could not be discussed in open Grand Lodge, and he must consider it further, 

but he hoped to be able to make an announcement at the next quarterly com

munication that would be satL-'sfactory. The matter referred to the Installa

tion Ceremony. 

It was decided that it is irregular to install an "Acting Officer." 

A question had been asked in relation to which inquiry of other Grand Lodges 

wa.o; made, and finally the ruling of the Grand Lodge of England was adopted 

as follows; 

"That the ~aster's light is nevet to be extinguished while the lodge \Yas 

open, nor was it by any means to be shaded or obscured, and that no lanthorn 
or other device was to be permitted as a substitute." , 

During the year the Board of Benevolence had received 229 app~ications, of 

which 155 had been granted to the extent of about $5,000. 

From the report of the Grand Secretary V~:e find that the number of lodges 

on the roll is r86, nine of which are "A mal gated and Defunct," two "In Abey

ence": the number of "Financial Members" was 8,094, an increase of 354: 

the Initiations had been 804; Joinings, 372; Resignations, 594; Exclusions, 

102; Deaths, 98; Suspensions, 2; Expulsions, 9; Re·instatements, 40- The 

Fund of Benevolence had increased during the year about $6,ooo. 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 

\Ve have the Proceedings of this Grand Lodge from February 27, 1900, 

when the Grand Lodge was organized by the installation of the Grand 

Master, to April, 1901. They have come to hand since the se.<;sion of our 

Grand Lodge and its recognition 0f the new Grand Lodge. We, therefore, 

shall not review them in detaiL The history of its organization is given, and 

does not vary substantially from what we have already given in this report. 

In March foJlov.ring a Constitution was discussed and adapted. 

"·It was resolved that the Antient Charges as embodied in the Constitution 

af Ike Grand Lodge of England be adopted." 
At the April communication, much business in perfecting the organiz;ation 

was transacted in a manner highly creditable to all concerned. 

The ''Fees of Office" of the Grand Master were fixed at ten guineas and of 

the Pro-Grand Master and Deputy at seven guineas each. The Fund of 

Benevolence starts off with a contribution of some $300 from the_ Fees of 

Office; as an amendm.ent that only a half fee shall be paid on re-appointment 

was defeated, we infer that this amount will be paid annually. 

The Board made a very interesting report as to what is being done else

where in this respect. Its length precludes our copying it, especially as we 

have already partially covered the same ground. At the different comnn'!ni

cations Ieport was made of progress, but we prefer to give the result of the 

year. 

The Pro-Grand Master, J. \V. HACKETT, was having a friendly corre

spondence with the District Scottish Master, in which the former protested 

against the formation of new Scottish lodges. We fear that his efforts will be 

without effect. The Grand Lodge voted that visitation of the Scottish lodges 

should be encouraged. 

One decision was made which will :find little support in this country: a lodge 

used over i/IOO.oo of its funds to defray the expense of a ball given at the in

stallation of its Master. A member contended that lodge funds are trust 

funds and cannot legitimately be used for such a purpose, but the Grand Lodge 

decided that every lodge has the right to manage its own affairs in its own 

way and can spend its funds as it pleases. 

This Grand Lodge was organized by 33 of the 34 English lodges: in April, 
1901, there were 50 lodges, including one to which a dispensation had been 

granted: the other English lodge, one Irish lodge and two-or three Scottish 

lodges had given in their adhesion; the other lodges making up the fifty were 

apparently new lodges; we say "apparently" for we regret to say that the 

granting of charters is not always given in the Proceedings ; so that we 

cannot tell how many of the fifty are new lodges : omitting the new lodge 

not set at work the total membership is 2,584. 
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It was voted to have the Grand Lodge regalia embroidered with two native 
flowers instead of the wheat and acacia. 

It is with rejoicing that we find that a proposition came from the Scottish 

lodges for a joint committee to consider the question of a union of the two Con

stitutions. The committees were appointed, and at the next communication 

the Grand Master announced that four meetings had been held and much 

progress had been made, and if matters continued to proceed as smoothly as 

they were then progressing, it might be necessary for him to call a special com

munication of the Grand Lodge to act upon the report of the committee. 

This was the last of April and is the latest information received. 

We have very strong hopes that the union has been fulJy consummated. 

In any event, this new Grand Lodge has at once come to the front among 

her sister Grand Lodges, and is entering upon a splendid career of prosperity 

and usefulness. 

LAW OF TERRJTORIAL JURISDICTION. 

A document having an important bearing upon this matter has been pub

lished during the year by Bro. \V. J. CHETWODE CRA\VLEY, of Ireland, in the 

''Masonic Voice and Review," and copied into the "Trestle Board" for 

September, 1900. 

He takes it from the archieves of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, and it 

purports to be an "International Compact" adopted by the representatives of 

the Grand Lodg~s of Ireland, Scotland and England after the union of the 

Grand Lodges in I8IJ, at a conference held in 1814. 

Bro. CRAWLEY is so eager in his argument in support of his own views, 
that it is difficult to get at the precise historical facts which led to the confer· 

ence. But it ·was held, and they came to eight resolutions unanimously, which 

were to be reported to the severa1 Grand Lodges for confirmation. The 

Grand Lodge of Ireland did confirm them and it is presumed that the others 

did, though that seems not to be known, and, so far a._o;; appears, the document 

had never before been printed. 

The fourth article is as follows : 

" 4th. That each Grand Lodge shall preserve its own limit:3, and no 
Warrant shall be granted or revived by any one of these parties for the hold~ 
ing of a lodge within the jurisdiction of either of the others. That in case 
any one of their respective Military Lodges, being in the course of service 
resident, for a time, within the limits of either of the others, it shall continue 
to make its return to its own Grand Lodge, but shall be recognit:ed, visited 
and have the rights of visitation and intercourse with the regular lodges 
where it may happen to be; it being understood, and positively stipulated 
and enacted, that no such Military Lodge shall initiate, pass or raise any 
person or brother who does not actuaJly be)ong to the battalion or regiment to 
which the said lodge is confined; and, further, that the present practice, with 

APP. 38 G. L. 

l 
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respect to lodges established in distant parts under either of the three Grand 
Lodges, shall continue on the present footing." 

It will be noted that, so far as it goes, this is the precise doctrine which has 

been supposed to be of American origin and in force only in this country. It 

will be further noted that each Grand Lodge then- had "its own limits," shm .. ·

ing conclusively that the doctrine had been previously recognized by them a1l 

and acted upon. This is sustained by history: we have been unable to find 

that the Grand Lodge of England, Ireland or Scotland established a lodge in the 

· territory of either of the others for many years before r8q, if in fact such a 

thing was ever done. 

Ero. CRAWLEY thus comments : 
"The resolution dealing with military lodges is peculiady interesting to 

Irish Freemasons. The first Mi1itary Warrant ever issued carne from the 
Grand Lodge of Ireland in 1732, and the succession of Irish Military V\7arrant:o; 
outnumbered those of all other Constitutions pUt together. The earliest reg
ulations dealing with Army Lodges are to be found in the Irish Code of 1768, 
and incidentally contained the first attempt at limiting the jnri~diction of each 
Grand Lodge to its own country. The doctrine of exclusive and perpeh1aJ juris
diction is carried to such an outrageous extent by some American Grand 
Lodges that it must be a sore blow to them to find that the limits of juris
diction are really based on mere convenience, and that the first hint of any 
such legislation dates from the Irish Regulations of 1768." 

He gives no copy of that 1768 regulation, so \\'€ are unable to determine 

how far it goes in the direction indicated: especially whether it reJates wholly 

to army lodges, and so is a recognition of the law of jurisdiction and an enact

ment applying to Army Lodges, or is a general enactment; his statement of 

it, however, indicates very clearly that it was the fmmer. 

But the following extract from the fifth article settles the question: 

"And the Grand Secretaries having laid before this assembly a letter from 
a person of the name of 'A. Seton,' describing himself as 'the Deputy 
Grand Secretary' of the society ca11ing themselves 'the Ulster Grand Lodge,' 
which bas been set up without the sanction or authority of the Grand l.odge 
of Ireland. it was unanimoUsly resolved and agreed that members from Ire· 
land, holding and possessing certificates from the Grand l .. odge of which hh; 
grace the Duke of Leinster is the present Grand Master, can alone be admitted 
to any Lodge of Fraternity of Masons holding of the three Grand Lodges, ot 
be entitled to relief from the funds of any one of them; it being the practice 
and invariable law that there can be but one Grand or Mother Lodge holden 
in each of the three countries : and that no assembly, convocation, meeting 
or lodge, cal1ed or held in any place within the jurisdiction of ehher of the ~ 
three established Grand Lodges v'l'i.thout their _severa1 warrants will be recog-
nized or suffered to exist, the same being contrary to the Ancient Laws and 
Constitutions of the Fraternity." 

" There can be but one Grand or .llfother Lodge holden in eaclt of tlze three 

couutries.'' 

";Vo assembly, convocation, meeting or lodge called or held t'n any place 

-zuith£tz the jurisdiction o/ either of the three established Grand Lodges, 'Witht?ut 

their se~reral -;varrants1 'Will be recognized ()Y suffered to exist.'' 
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But why? 

"THE SAME BEING CONTRARY TO THE ANCIE~>T LAWS 

AND CONSTITUTIONS OF THE FRATERNITY." 

But the idea of territorial jurisdiction of masonic bodies existed, and was 

acted upon, before 1768. The original jurisdiction of masonic bodies wa:; 

rohol!y perscmal: the theoretical idea of masonic government was that there 

should be only one Grand Master for all the craft: and when the Grand 

Lodge system was adopted, that there should be but one Grand Lodge. 

But that idea soon gave way to necessity. It was found practically that it 

was impossible for one Grand Lodge to be the sole gdverning Body of the 

crait. Then the system of Provincial Grand Lodges was invented and 
adopted. \Vith that system came (and necessarily came), for the first time, 

the idea of t~rritorial jurisdiction of masonic bodies. Every Prmrincial Grand 

Master wa.'> appointed for certain territory, and so far as his Grand Lodge was 

concerned, he had exclusive jurisdiction in that territory. Beyond question 

the organization of the Grand Lodges of lreland and Scotland grew out of the 

same idea: the fact of their organization and their names conclush,eJy estab

lish this. Of course Grand Lodges are the peers of each other. \Vhen gov

erning Bodies, the peers of each other, have a particular territorial jurisdiction, 

it is a principle of natural law that no one of them shall interfere in the terri

tory of another, but that each has exclusive jutisdiction in its own territory. 

This principle ·was first asserted (so far as we know) as applicable to Grand 

Lodge.">, by Massachusetts Grand Lodge in r78z, and, as we have seen, it 

was expressly recognized by the Representatives of the three British Grand 

Lodges in 1814, and apparently expressly confirmed hy aH those Grand 

Lodges; and, moreover, declared in effect to be prescribed by "the Ancient 

Laws and Constitutions of the Fraternity." '\Vhile we have not the means of 

ascertaining the Jocation of all the lodges chartered by these Grand Lodges, 

we have gone far enough to justify the belief that no lodge ha.s been estab

lished ·within the "limits" of either of these Grand Lodges, save by the Grand 

Lodge of the jurisdiction, since it was organized ; and that neither of them had 

done \Vhat, in 1814, they all declared to be" contrary to the Ancient Laws and 

Constitutions of the Fraternity." 

'\>Vhat Bro. CRAWLEY means hy " the doctrine of exclusive and perpetual 

jurisdiction,11 v.:e do not know, and cannot eYen guess: it is sufficient to say 

that no such doctrine prevails in any American jurisdiction. The difference 

between the doctrine of the British Grand Lodges and that of the American 

Grand Lodges is not great: all agree that no Grand Lodge can do or author

ize to be done, any masonic act within the territory of another Grand Lodge: 

the American Grand Lodges hold further, that no Grand Lodge has the right 

to make a mason of a resident of another jurisdiction, and send him back 

there to enjoy masonic privileges; they claim that this comes within the rule, 
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and that it is practically doing a masonic act within the jurisdiction of another 

Grand Lodge; the Grand Lodge of England~ .._ •. ,hile not attempting to answer 

the reason, contents itself by saying that it has never restricted its-lodges in• 

respect to the residence of th~ir candidates; almost all the Grand Lodges in 

the Dependencies of the Crown recognize and enfotce the former doctrine, 

and we believe that the time is coming when the British Grand Lodges will do 

the same. 

Replying to our brother's suggestion as to the" sore blow," we can assure 

him that he has no need to lose any sleep in sympathizing with his American 

brethren upon the effects of it: for instead of finding "that the limits of 

jurisdiction are really based on mere convellience," we find that he has dis
covered and brought to light an express recognition of the law of terriOOrial 

jurisdiction by the British G-rand Lodges nearly fifty years earlier tban any 

previously known; has produced conclusive evidence that they had practically 

recognized that law previously, and in all probability from the date of the 

respective organizations of the two younger of them;: and~ bes~ of all, their 

express declaration that an act in violation of this law is "CO);TRARY TO 
THE ANCIENT LAWS AND CONSTITUTIONS OF THE FRATER

NITY." 

Bro. CRAWLEY has" builded better than he knew"; and in behalf of his 

American brethren, we tender him the congratulations and thanks which he 

has so justly earned. 

COMPAR,ISON OF STATISTICS. 

G. Lodges. Totals. G. Lodges. Totals. G. Lodges. Totals. 

Members, 

Raised, 

Admissions, &c., 

Dim iss ions, 

Expulsions, 

Suspensions, 

npt dues, 

57 .. .. 88 l,5J [ ...... 57 .... 854,209 ...... 57 .... 827,740 

s6, ... 23,759 ...... 55. 

56. 17,857 ...... 56 .... 

54· 

57· 304·••.o·40 .... 

s6 .... J6,sss ...... s6. 

;6.... 13,767 .... -. s6. 

46,175·· ····55·· 40,iJI 

2 r •JZ 5 . ..... 56 zo,667 

J6,60J ...... 56 

33) .... ·•55· 

z6t ..... 38 

16,844 ..... s6 

J8j 

33°. 

'9·342 

1 
I 

~ 
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STATISTICS. 

'V e append our usual table. 

Gl{AND 
I..OI>Gl<S. 

Alabama, . ····· ·-· ... 
A lizona, .............. 
Arkansas,. ...... . .. . 
British Columbia,._ ...... 
California. .. ... . . . . . 
Canada, .. . . .. .. . . .... 
Colorado. . ······ . ... . 
Connecticut,. ......... 
Delaware, .. . .... .. . . 
Dist. of Columbia, .. ... 
Florida, ....... .. .. ·-·· 
Georgia, ........ . . .... 
Idaho, ....... .. . .. . . 
Illinois, . .. ... . 
Indiana, ....... .. ······ 
Indian Territory, . ... .. ' 

Iowa, .......... -- ...... 
Kansas, . -.... -- --·-
Kentucky, . . ......... 

1 

l_.ouisiana, . . . · ......... 
Maine, ............... 
Manitoba, ........ - .... 
Maryland, ............. 

1 
M~ss?-chusetts, . . ..... 
Michigan, .............. 
Minnesota, .... ..... . . .. 
Mi:..sssippi_, . ... .... 
1\.-lissouri, ......... · ..... 
Montana, .... ... -· ..... 
Rebraska1 .•••• -.--.-

Nevada,.· .............. 
New Brunswick, ....... 
New Hampshire, ....... 
New Jersey, ........... 
New Mexico, .... ...... 
New York, ..... ...... 
North Carolina, . ...... 
N orth Dakota, ......... 
X ova Scotia, ........... 
0 
0 

hio, ................. 
klahoma,. . . . . . . . . . . . 

Oregon, .. . . . . . . . . . . . 
ennsyh'ania .......... p 

p . E.· Island, ........... 
uebec, ............... 
hode IsJand, .......... 

Q 
R 
s 'outh Carolina, ........ 

I 
I 

~ " .,; 

I 

~ 

<' .,; 
~~~ -;; . .. 

I .! ~ " . .-. .. ~ 

12,1 IO 8oz 8j81 828 69 63 
IJ,j8Cl 678 457 
I,889 2.1J Io6 

2I,7 59 1,5?3 676 
25·922 I, 5s6 6J6 

8,]92 490 349 
'7·397 753 Ilj 
2,J20 I26 17 

5·89I 434 1o6 

4·460 332 288 
191]32 I,888 .. .. . 

1)3I0 87 I0£?1 
571]25 ],821, I,J95 
]2,122' 2,052 904 
3·780 308 265 

29,328 1,761 899 
21,622 1,)27 734 
I9,870 r,67o r,oz 1 

5·757 462 178 
22,690 I,O]S . I67 
],091 222 ISS 
8,57 5 182 37 

41,019 2,046 376 
43.742 2,467' 966' 
I6,886 I ,OOJ 454 

9,177 701 47 1 
JJ,J66 2,128 '·394 

3,144 210 I30 
12,]61 6Ss 467 

SsS 57 33 
I,817 95 27 
9,328 .. .... J87 

r8,1oo I,1]i 292 
922 s6 46· 

101,548 6,sss !,97 2 

10,]26 683 333 
3·492 259 87 
3·572 I95 73 

46,]48 J,II6 1,590 

2.JI2 297 215 
5,]44 325 226 

54,89° ],099 47I 
535 20 

91 ],66S 1881 • I 

5,3zz 26] 
. ~3 6,249 484 ,. 

~ -2 
.,; ~ 

~ ""' 2 " "2 • 0 

"' '" ~ 
~ X " "l 00 

5721 61 25 
43 l 0 

442 IJ IS 
64 0 0 

394 2 .... 
568 0 5 
I78 ~'' .... 
82 3 3 
I7 0 ... 
49 0 0 

201 5 ... 
. . . ... .... 

3' I .... 
!,225 r8 .... 

662 27 38 
z6o 6 .... 
s57 IS I2 
8r6 IO • • • • 

723 '5 ... 
145 5 .... 
I5J I 2 
122 0 I 

55' 2 2 

J26 0 0 
576 0 .... 
510 3 4 
353 IO 7 
9I3 JO· 34 

70 2 I 
327 4 -··· 

24 0 •.•. 

25 0 .... 

64, I2 0 
r6r 5 I 
32 0 0 

926 22 0 

248 I I ]8 
r68 0 0 
93 0 2 

7I6 I I II 
140 3 -· .. 
IJJ 5 2 
J26 ' ... .... 

8 0 0 
90 0 0 

20 0 0 
J82 ..•. ... 

'"'§ 
E!Sti 
:? ~-§; 
p. ;;....'"C 

~§~ ~ 

0 .. 
I ! 

447 28J 
I4 II 

4I7 247 
34 I7 

*J04 4I7 
536 252 

*123 IIJ 
489 332 
*7 34 
74 74 

*129, ro6 
. . -. " 

*9 2J 
*504 845 

48] 522 

*8i So 

.j;;l 387 
z6o 

*714 342 
*rzo ISO 

2;~1 
399 

21 

JO so 
345 617 

*437 6ji 

JI71 z16 
JOZ 231 
6tJ 538 

88 35 
*I67 I67 
*r6 '5 
*35 JO 

rz r8z 
296 292 

7 '4 
2,617 1,629 

2I9 2I7 
44 23 
ss 65 

I, I]I 6so 
*21 24 

73 8] 
t746 1,054 

4 8 
74 30 
52 29 

I 138 121 
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oc-c::;c-G-;""A-cN;::n~r,c-o.cn_G_"_-•_·_+_Th-;r.=-!1'--R-:-:. ---f-'&"'~-cl.::i'-cf\-w=. -c,! E. j s. lns.l~o~ ! n. 
SouthDakota,., ...... l4,677\ 304 I54 I82 o I 95[ 4I 
Tennessee, ............ 17,343 975 68I 639 14 23 J4I 4<>0 
Texa._s, ............... JI,879 1,673 I,6g2 J,]27 72 59 546 s6z 
Utah,................ 9071 57 45 22 I 0 25 IS 
Vermont, .. .. .. . .. . .. 10,193 434 85 1 I3 3 . .. . *88 167 
Virginia, ... , . . . . . . . . . 13,444 762 530 398 8 8 267 24I 
Washington, .... , .. j,J99 405 409[ q6 4 o 109 91 
W~stVirginia, ........ 6,990 543 1931 I24 6 10 "77 So 
Wtsconsm, .......... ·1 1],]09 86o 361 387 12 . . . . 342 z8z 
Wyoming, . . . . . .. . . . r,og8 83 27 31 1 1 18 4 

Total, ......... 881,531 54·3~;1;3-759 1:~,857 ---;6[304 ~6,558 13>769 

"'- Indud1ng suspensions for unmasonic conduct. 

i Including expulsions. 

PROCEEmNGS REVIEWED. 

The iollot'.ring Table gives the Proceeding:;, reviewed, the date and length 

of the annual communication, and the page of these Proceedings upon which 

the review of ea(h commences. 

Grand Lodge. Date and Length of Annual Communication. Page. 

AJabama, December 4 and 5, I goo, 293 

Arizona, N ovefnber IJ to 15, 1900, 543 
Arkansas, November 20 and 21, I goo, 297 
Btitish Columbia, June 21 to 23, 1900, 2 99 
California, October 9 to 13, 1900, JOS 
Canada, July r8 and I'), 1900, 3I2 

Colorado, September r8 and rg, 1900, JI6 

Connecticut, January 16 and q, 1901, 545 
Delaware, October 3 and 4• I 900, J21 

District of Columbia, December 5, rgoo, 549 
Florida, January 15 to 17, rgor, J24 
Georgia, October 30 to November r, I goo, JZ7 
Idaho, September II to IJ, 1900, 33 2 

Illinois, October 2 to 4, rgoo, 335 
Indiana, May 22 and 23, 1900, 348 
Indian Territory, August 14 and 15, 1900, 352 
Iowa. June 5 to 7, tgoo, 355 
Kansas, February 20 and zr, 1901, ]66 
Kentucky, October r6 to 18, 1900, 369 
Louisiana, ·February n, to IJ, 1901, 55 2 

Manitoba, June 13 and 14, Igoo_, 377 

·~ 
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Maryl'and, ~ ovem ber 20, I 900, J8f 

Massachusetts, December 27, 1900, ]86 

Michigan, January 22 and 23, 19or, 39° 

Minnesota, January 23 and 24, tgoi, J96 

)Iississippi, Fe~ruary 21 and 22, 1900, 399 

Mississippi~ f90I 1 
.158' 

Missouri, October 16 to r8, 190m, 404 

Montana, September I 9 and .zo, rgoo, 4'3 
Nebraska, June 6 and 7, 1900, 420 

Xevada, June rz and 13, tgoo, 426 

New Brunswick, August z8 and 29, 1900, 428 

New Hampshire, May 16, tgoo, 43° 
New Jersey, January 23 and 24, rgoi, 434 
New Mexico, October I 5 and r6, rgoo, 439 
New York, :May I to 3, 1900, 444 

North Carolina, January 8 to IO, 1901, 450 

North Dakota, June 19 and zo, I goo, 456 

:X ova Scotia, June 13 and 14, IlfOO, 459 

Ohio, October 24 and 25, 1900, 462 

Oklahoma, February 12 and 13, JC)OI, 466 

Oregon, June 13 and 14, I goo, 469 

Pennsylvania, December 27, 1900, 474 
P. K Island, June 25, 1900, 485 

Quebec, January JI, 1900, 486 

Rhode Island, May 21, 1900, 489 
South Carolina, December I 1 and 12, 1900, 492 

South !lakota, June 12 and IJ, 1900, 498 

Tennessee, January 30 to February 1, 1901, 505 

Texas, December 4 to 6, 1900, 509 

Utah, January 15 and 16, 1901, 513 
Vermont, June 13 and 14, 19001 516 

\ Virginia, December 4 to 6, 1900, 521 

\Vashington, June 12 and 13, 1900, 525 

~ 
Vilest Virginia, November 14 and 15, rgoo, sz8 

\Visconsin, June 12 to 14, 1900, 53 1 

Wyoming, September 5, I9oo, 539 
Belgium, 561 

Costa Rica, 56, 

Cuba, 564 

I EngJand, 564 

l Ireland, 565 
Mexico, 56s 

• 
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New South \Vales, 

New Zealand, 
Queensland, 

South Australia, 

Tasmania, 

Victoria, 

Western Australia, 

CONCLUSION. 

s6g 

574 
576 

5i7 
578 

579 
s8o 

'Ve have the pleasure of presenting a review of a11 the Uniied States and 
Dominion Grand Lodges, and of a larger number of Foreign Grand Lodges 

than ever before~ in fact, all of the Eng1ish speaking Grand Lodges except 

Scotland. 
We have gh'en, in nearly all cases, the n1ethod of opening the Grand Lodge 

for information and comparison. The large majority adopt the method which 

we deem to be the correct one; the Grand 'Master ascertains in his Ol\'ll 

way if there are members enough pre~ent, under its law, to open the Grand 

Lodge and tl1en opens it: then, upon tbe report of the Committee on Creden

tials, the Grand Lodge officially determines who are entitled to act therein. 

We are closing our report in deep sadness and sorrow. In the list of 

Grand Secretaries published by Bro. BERRY in our Proceedings of 1900 were 

six Jtames which wm not be found in his list for It}OJ. Six Grand Secretaries 

ha7Ji: died within less thatt a ~vear. Moreover, the death of no one of them is 

announced m the Proceedings which we have reviewed, as every one of them 

died after the Proceedings of his Grand Lodge had been published. Every 

one of them, too, was a veteran in masonic service: they are 

HENRY CLAY AR11STRONG, of Alabama, 

EDWARD CARROU. PARMELEE, of Colorado, 

WILLIAM REYNOLDS St~Gl.EToN, of Di.">trict of Columbia, 

THEODORE SUTTON PARVIN, of Iowa, 

EDWIN BAKER, of Rhode Island, 

)OHN WARREN LAFLINl of \\'isconsin. 

\Vith a11 of them our relations have been of the most pleasant character and 

v..dth some of them for over thirty years. Young men cannot appreciate what 
the severance of relations so long maintained, means. 

But we await the proceedings of their several Grand Lodges before saying 

more in relation to them. 

Fraternally submitted, 

J()SI.AH H. DRUMMOND, 

EllWARD P. BURNHAM, 

ALBBO E. CHASE, 

• 

~ Committee. 
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