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112 Eastern Frontier. Thomas H. Palmer, at Lubec, Oct. 4; Albion P 
Wellington, charter member, in California, in November. 

113 Messalonskee. William O. Breck, in Bedford, Quebec, May 27, aged 
45; Alfred Winslow,* Dec. 26, aged 81-a respected member and 
leading townsman. 

114 Polar Star. Edward Poole, March 24; Geo. H. Nichols, April 22; 
Ebenezer A. Howard, Aug. 20; Charles Gibson, the last charter 
member, Sept. 8; Millard F. Marble, Nov. 9. 

115 Buxton. Charles H. Harmon, ;' April 20. 
11G Lebanon. William P . Winslow, March; Clare L. Holbrook, May 6. 
117 Greenleaf. Oliver Murch, March 24; J"eander E. Cram, .Tan . 28. 
121 Acacia. 

122 Marine. 
123 Franklin. 

uary. 

Orington B. Hunnewell, :vJay. 
John B. Webster, Sept. 9; George H. Howard, Jan. 1. 

Seth Pratt, June; John F. Pratt; Hosea S. Leighton, Jan-

124 Olive Branch. Isaac Libby. 
12(j Timothy Chase. Seth L. Mi ll iken, April 18; William L. Littlefield , 

Oct.; Emery Robbins, Nov. 0; Lewis W. Pendleton, Jan. 12. 
127 Presumpscot. John B. Jordan,. April G; Charles O. Hawkes,* Dec. 

2;'; John J . Williams, Feb. 12. 
]28 Eggemoggin. Prentice E. Stftnley,* April 10; David F . . Billings,* 

April 22; James A. Parker, * Sept. 27; Robert A. Friend; Andover 

Carter. 
129 Quantabacook. Isaac A. Marriner;" Past Master and cliarter member, 

Nov. 8. 
130 Trinity. Thomas H. Lowry,* Feb. 17; G. F. Burrell. 
132 Mount Tir'em. Charles A. Flint,,* April 12; Sylvauus W. Cobb,* at 

Durango, Colorado, June 3-buried by lodge there; Joel S. Plum
mer,* Feb. 13-had beeu Treasurer for fifteen consecutive years. 

1 3:~ Asylum. Elisha D. Gould,* March 11; William H. Erskin,* Aug. 30; 
Woodbury S. Knapp,* Sept. 17; Charles S. Haynes,* Oct. 20; .Tohn 

M. Woodbury, at Old Orchard, Feb. 28. 
137 Kenduskeag. Thomas J. Haines, a cl1arter memb3r, May 10. 

138 Lewy's Island. William F. Bates, March 15. 
139 Archon. Greenfield G. Bickford, Past Master, Dec. 2:3. 
140 Mount Desert. Henry Tracy, Jan. 3], aged 81 yrs. 5 mos. 
141 Augusta. Richard W. Black, March 25; Edwin L. Nash anlt Joseph 

M. Wight, accidentally drowned May 22; David B. Crosman, June 
4; Greenlief W. Ward; Harry D. Macomber, June 9; Charles B. 

Chick, SE'pt. 14; Alonzo W. Kimball, Oct. 16. 
142 Ocean. Eber C . . Freeman,* April 15. 
144 Seaside. Arthur W. Tatner,* in Honduras, March 10, buried with 
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• 
Eightieth Annual Communication. 

:\1,\so Ic,H,ALL, PORTLA']I,) 

Tuesday, May 2, 1899. I 

['1", :\ (I~t \\ ur,.;hipful' G:rancLLo~lgc of Ancient 
,i'rl'l.' ,lllcl ,\ l'('C'ptcd Masoll o(.-the State of l\Iainc, 

md 111 Annual C(')mmunicatio~ in C~rhithian 1-lctll, 
\t nine in the morning. 

QR~NDOFFICERS PRESENT. , 

'.1. w,. .JO~l~I'H A. U)CI{E, ' 
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1':':'.[1\,: I) 1' __ ,,'\'\( \ ': 

,I, (1l11 H, :-'\ r W ,\ It 1 

I H,\I:LL--,W ('I:(I~B'>, 

un ']\ A. l'I,'HTFI:, 
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Grand MAAter; 

Deputy Grand Ma':,ter; 
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(.:t, ·~·'··lrJ 

~\','uTtl ]~e3rL~'; 

i'nr~ui\iant ; 
,r 

L('ctillf!l, 

(''';aDi~t ; 
1\7h~l. 



180 Proceetlz"ngs of the [May, 

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form, with 
prayer by Grand Chaplain REV. JOHN GIBSON. 

On motion of Bro. HORACE H. BURBANK, 

Voted, To dispense with the reading of the records of the 
last. annual communication, and that as printed they be con
firmed. 

Voted, 'L'hat the Gr&,nd Tyler be authorized to employ assist
ants, not exceeding three, to aid him in the work of his office 
during the session of the Grand Lodge, and that the Committee 
on Pay Roll be authorized to place the names of such employees 

upon the pay roll, and that they receive the usual per diem for 
their services. 

Voted, 'l'hat an AssistaJ'lt Grand Secretary be appointed for 
this communication. 

Bro. ARTHUR H. BERRY was appointed Assistant 
Grand Secretary. 

The Grand Master ordered that all Master Masons, 
in good standing, be admitted as visitors during this 
communication. 

The Grand Master then appointed the following 

STANDING COMMiTTEE!? 

On Doings of the Grand Officers. 
HENIlY R. TAYLOR, HORACE H. BURBANK, WILLIAM H. G. ESTES. 

On the Pay Roll. 
A. C. T. KIN G , ELVERT E. PARKER, WALTER S. GLIDDEN. 

On Unfinished Business. 
J OSEPH M. HAYES, ARCHIE L. TALBOT, CHARLES E . MESERVEY. 

TRANSPORTATION. 

Bro. STEPHEN BERRY submitted the following re
port, which was accepted: 
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MASONIC HALL, PORTLAND, } 
Tuesday, May 2, 1899. 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine. 
Your Cornrnittee on Transportation made the necessary arrangements 

with transportation lines, and all the lodges and members were notified of 
the terms. 

Fraternally submitted, 

STEPHEN BERRY, } 

W. FREEMAN LOR.D, Committee. 
CHARLES M . SLEEPER, 

CREDENTIALS. 

Bro. WILLIAM N. HOWE presented . the report of 
the Committee on Credentials, as Jollows : 

. IN GRAND LODGE OF MAINE, } 
MASONIC HALL, PORTLAND, May 2, 1899. 

Your Committee on Credentials have attended to their duties, and ask 
leave to report that they find the loclges represented as follows: 

Portland, by George W. Sturgis, M; Thomas E . .l\[cDonald, SW; 
Charles C. Berry, JW; C. Fred Berry, Proxy. 

2 Warren, by Francis L. Talbot, M; Herbert Harris, Prqxy. 
3 Lincoln, .by Charles E . Cowley, Proxy. 
4 Hancock, by John F. Rea, M. 
5 ---Kennebec, not represented. 
6 Amity, by Forest G. Currier, Proxy. 
7 Eastern, by Walter F. Bradish, M. 
8 United, by Gilbert M. Elliott, M; Henry C. Upton, SW. 
9 Saco, by Ralph H. Burbank, Proxy. 

10 Rising Virtue, by Fred C. Chalmers, JW. 
11 Pythagorean, by Frank Sawtelle, Proxy. 
12 Cumberland, by Henry W. Loring, M. 
13 Oriental, John L. Meserve, M; Frank A. Webb, SW; David C. 

Saunders, JW. 
14 Solar, by Walter S. Glidden, SW; W. Scott Shorey, Proxy . 

. 15 Orient, by William H. Stackpole, SW; Edward G. Weston, Proxy. 
16 St. George, by Oscar E. Starrett, Proxy. 
li Ancient Landmark, by George H. Owen, M; Winslow E. Howell, SW; 

Charles F. Tobie, JW; Fred E . Bickford, Proxy. 
18 Oxford, by Lee M. Smith, M; Herman L. Bartlett, JW; George W. 

Holmes, Proxy. 
19 Felic-itl/, by William A. Remick, M. 
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20 Maine, by George C. Purinton, M ; Enoch O. Greenleaf, Proxy. 
21 Oriental Star, by Fred Raymond, Proxy. 
22 York, by William Titcomb, SW. 
23 Freeport, by Charles W. Bennett, M; Tim Pratt, JW; Freeman M. 

Grant, Proxy. 
24 Phrenix, by Clifford J. Pattee, JW. 
25 Temple, by Everett W. Macomber, M; Elliott Wood, SW. 
26 Village, by Frank H. Purinton, Proxy. 
27 Adoniram, by Frank M. Bradbury, Proxy. 
28 Northern Star, by George L. Hovey, M. 
29 Tranquil, by Albert E. Verrill, M; Murray B. Watson, JW; Elbridge 

G. Heath, Proxy. 
30 Blazing Star, by Robert B. Stratton, M; Waldo Pettengill, Proxy. 
31 Union, by George C. Hawes, M. 
32 Hermon, by William L. Powers, M; Fred D. T,oring, SW. 
33 Waterville, by John M. Webber, M; James F. Hill, SW; Franklin 

Walker, Proxy. 
34 Somerset, by Charles H. Gardner, M. 
35 Bethlehem, by Thomas H. Bodge, M; James E. Kingsley, SW; Fred

erick W. Plaisted, Proxy. 
36 Gasco, by David H. Bennett, M; Edwin M. White, JW; Louis P. 

Pomeroy, Proxy. 
37 Washington, by Trving W. Case, M; Alfred Small, Proxy. 
38 Harmony, by Moses E. Little, M. 
39 Penobscot, by Elmer A. Brewster, Proxy. 
40 Lygonia, by Elvert E. Parker, M. 
41 Morning Star, by William E. Tarr, M; Cyrus Kindrick, Proxy. 
42 Freedom, by Autine W. Sawyer, M. 
43 Alna, by Edward E. Philbrook, Proxy. 
44 Piscataquis, by Martin L. Durgin, M; Abiel E. 'Leonard, Proxy. 
45 Central, by Gustavus J. Nelson, M. 
46 St. Croix, by Thomas S. Boles, Proxy. 
47 Dunlap, by Lytton E. Staples, M. 
48 Lafayette, by Sewall J. Hawes, M. 
49 Meridian Splendor, by Albert L. Oakes, M; Austin I. Harvey, Proxy. 
50 Aurora, by Clarence C. Cross, M; Albert H. Newbert, SW; Charles E. 

Meservey, Proxy. 
51 St. John's, by Walter H. Downs, Proxy . 
52 Mosaic, by William C. Woodbury, M . 
. 53 Rural, by William P. Marble, JW; Nathan A. Benson, Proxy. , 
54 Vassalboro, by William S. Bradley, Proxy. 
~5 Fraternal, by James H. Littlefield, M; John M" Akers, Proxy. 

• 
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56 --Mount Moriah, not represented. 
57 King Hiram, by William M. Kidder, Proxy. 
58 Unity, by Charles P. Hutchins, M. 
59 Mount Hope,-Charter surrendered, 1879. 
60 Star in the East, by Albert H. Maddocks, M; John H. Morrison, 

Proxy. 
61 King Solomon's, by George L. West, M; Albert M. Miller, Proxy. 
62 King David's, by Alton E. Anrlrews, M; James W. Carver, Proxy. 
63 Richmond, by Charles E. Tallman, Proxy. 
64 ---Pacific, riot represented. 
65 Mystic, by William H. Tribou, Proxy. 
66 Mechanic's, by Robert M. Hutchinson, M. 
67 Blue Mountain, by Mason Parker, M. 
68 Mariners', by Clifton Whittum, M. 
60 Howard, by Edwin Flemant, M. 
70 Standish, by Ralph W. E. Shaw, Proxy. 
71 Rising Sun, by Asher B. Hutchins, M. 
72 Pioneer, by Silas S. Gilman, Proxy. 
73 Tyrian, by James W. Wayne, M; Oren H. Guptill, Proxy. 
74 Bristol, by Calvin V. Robbins, Proxy. 
75 Plymouth, by Walter G. Loud, M. 
76 A1"Undel, by Joseph H. Jeffrey, Proxy . 
77 Tremont, by Byron H. Mayo, M. 
78 Crescent, by George W. Allan, Proxy. 
79 Rockland, by Alexander A. Beaton, Proxy. 
80 Keystone, by Wright S. Cram, M; Corydon Felker, Proxy. 
81 Atlantic, by James E. Leighton, M; Fred H. Cobb, SW; Elihu H. 

Rice, JW. 
82 St. Paul's, by Perez B. Cooper, Proxy. 
83 St. Andrew's, by Edwin Lord, SW; George M. Fletcher, Proxy. 
84 Eureka, by Charles G. Crocker, Proxy. 
85 Star in the West, by Lindley H. Mosher, Proxy. 
86 Temple, by George H. Knowlton, M; Fred E. Burns, Proxy. 
87 Benevolent, by John E. Winslow, M. 
88 Narraguagus, by Phineas B. Guptill, SW. 
89 Island, by Joseph A. Sprague, M; Edwin S. Preble, SW. 
90 Hiram Abijf,-Charter revoked 1868. 
91 Harwood, by Willis H. Allen, M. 
92 Siloam, by Charles H. Crummett, JW. 
93 Horeb, by Philip J. Mills, Proxy. 
94 Paris, by A. C. Thomas King, Proxy. 
95 Corinthian, by Calvin Blake, Proxy. 
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96 Monument, by Charles H. Fogg, M. 
97 Bethel, by Davis G. Lovejoy, Proxy. 
98 Katahriin, by John Jackman, M. 
99 Vernon Valley, by Melvin S. Gordon, SW. 

100 Jefferson, by James L. Bowker, M. 
101 Nezinscot, by Harry W. Burdin, M; E. Herbert Cole, SW. 
102 Marsh River, by Forrest K. Roberts, M. 
\03 Dresden, by Wilbur F. Cate, Proxy. 
104 ---Dirigo, not represented. 
105 Ashlar, by Edward S. Stetson, M. 
106 Tuscan, by Melvin H. Cleaves, M; Osmond A. Holmes, SW. 
107 Day Spring, by Ai Q. Mitchell, M. 
108 Relie/,-Charter recalled 1894. 
109 Mount Kineo, by Alexander F. Edes, M. 
110 Monmouth, by John M. Prescott, M. 
111 L iberty, by Oren W . Hipley, M. 
112 Eastern Frontier, by Herbert W. Trafton, M. 
113 Messalonskee, by Orestes E. Crowell, Proxy. 
114 Polar Star , by Eben J. Marston, M; John W. Ballou, Proxy. 
115 Buxton, by John Berryman, Proxy. 
116 L ebanon, by Corydon E. Veasie, S W. 
117 Greenleaf, by Ezra B. Pike, M; James C. Ayer, Proxy. 
118 ---Drummond, not represented. 
119 Pownal, by Albert M. Ames, Proxy. 
120 Meduncook,-Charter surrendered, 1884. 
121 Acacia, by Marcus W. Eveleth, M. 
122 Marine, by Frank A. Gross, M; John J. Spofford, Proxy. 
123 ---Franklin, not represented. 
124 Olive Branch, by Henry D. Worth, M. 
125 Meridian, by Orin E. Libby, M; Nelson C. Smith, Proxy. 
126 Timothy Chase, by S. Augustus Parker, Proxy. 
127 Presumpscot, by Frank H. Haskell, M. 
128 Eggemoggin, by Henry L. Morgan, M. 
129 Quantabacook, by Alanson G. Caswell, Proxy. 
130 Trinity, by Leon S. Howe, M. 
131 Lookout, by Forrest B. Stevens, M. 
132 Mount Tir'ern, by Charles D. Morse, Proxy. 
133 Asylum, by Charles W. Crosby, Proxy. 

[May, 

134 Trojan,-Consolidated with Star in the West Lodge, No. 85, in 1888. 
135 RiverSide, by Wilbur B. Tibbetts, M. 
136 I onic,-Charter surrendered, 1882. 
137 Kenduskeag, by F.Ernest Harvey, M. 
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138 Lewy'slsland, by Fred A. Johnson, JW. 
139 Archon, by Sumner J. Chadbourne, Proxy. 
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140 Mount Desert, by Clifford B. Richardson, SW; E. Webster French, 
Proxy. 

141 . Augusta, by Manning S. Campbell, Proxy. 
142 Ocean, by Charles H. West, Proxy. 
143 Preble, by Alonzo Leavitt, Proxy. 
144 Seaside, by Oscar S. Yates, Proxy . 
145 Moses Webster, by C. E. Boman, Proxy. 
146 Sebasticook, by Willard ,V. Eastman, l\f; John H. McGorrill, Proxy. 
147 ,Evening Star, by Alfred Cole, Proxy. 
148 Forest, by Charles D. Chase, M. 
149 Doric, by Walter C. Jackson, M; William A. Mills, JW; Albert W. 

Meserve, Proxy. 
150 Rabboni, by T. Lloyd Pratt, 'M; Frank A. Conant, JW; Thomas H. 

Longley, Proxy. 
151 Excelsior, by Rodel A. Packard, Proxy. 
152 Crooked River, by Albion M. Hancock, Proxy. 
153 Delta, by John A. Farrington, Proxy. 
154 Mystic Tie, by Luke F. Chandler, Proxy. 
155 Ancient York, by Harry E. Plummer, M; John A. Underwood, Proxy. 
156 Wilton, by Daniel J. Norton, M. 
157 ---Cambridge, not represented. 
158 ---Anchor, not represented. 
159 Esoteric, by Albert K. Cushman, SW. 
160 Parian, by Joel C. Pease, Proxy. 
161 Carrabassett, by Walter H. Smith, M. 
162 ---Arion, not represented. 
163 Pleasant River, by Erwin G. Ryder, M. 
164 Webster, by Frank E . Sleeper, Proxy. 
165 Molunkus, by Freeman C. Harris, M. 
166 Neguemkeag, by George D. Cook, SW. 
167 Whitney, by Herbert J. DeShon, Proxy. 
168 Compo.,ite, by. Harry A. Fowles, M; Perley E. Speed, SW. 
169 Shepherd's River, by Melville Gould, Proxy. 
170 Caribou, by Albert J. Taylor, SW. 
171 Naskeag, by Stephen E. McFarland, M. 
172 Pine Tree, 'by John E. Clark, Proxy. 
173 Pleiades, by Henry M. Leighton, Proxy. 
174 Lynde, by George E. Barnes, M. 
175 Baskaflegan, by David C. Parker, Proxy. 
176 Palestine,-Consolidated with Dunlap, No. 47, March 19,18-75. 
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177 ---Rising Star, not represented. 

178 A ncient Brothers', by Albert ,M. Penley, Proxy. 

179 Yorkshire, by Alna L. Getchell, JW. 

180 Hiram, by John Melia, Proxy. 

[May, 

181 Reuel Washburn,-Consoliaatea with Oriental Star, No. 21, in 1892. 
182 Granite, by Chauncey N. Childs, Proxy. 

183 Deering, by Ern€st L. Watkins, M; Walter S. Coleman, SW; Silas B. 

Adams, JW; Francis E. Chase, Proxy. 

184 Naval, by Charles C. Muchmore, M; Frank T. Clarkson, JW. 

185 ---Bar Harbor, not represcnted. 

186 ---Warren Phillips, not represented. 
187 Ira Berry, by Ithamar E. Stanley, M. 

188 Jonesport, by Milton L . Humery, Proxy. 

189 Knox, by J. M. Bartlett, Proxy. 

190 Springvale, by Willie F. Ferguson, M. 

191 Davis, by Chas. B. Richardson, M I 
192 Winter Harbor,- by Amos ~ . Small, M 

193 Washburn, by Robert W. Chapman, JW. 

194 Euclia, by Orner D. Eames, Mj Granville D. Perkins, Proxy. 
195 Reliance, by Luther W. Weed, Proxy. 

196 Bay View, by Converse O. Hodgdon, Proxy. 
197 Aroostook, by Frank A. Luce, M. 

198 ---St. Aspinquia, not represented. 

199 Bingham, by David G. Bean, JW. 

200 Columbia, by Lindley H. Folsom, M. 

~01 Davia A . Hooper, by Edwin F. Clapham, M; Oliver G. Newman 

Proxy. 

202 ---Mount Bigelow, not represented. 

203 Mount Olivet, by Lindley M. Staples, M. 

Number of chartered lodgcs, 195; represented, 181; delegates, 247; rep
resented by proxy, only 61. 

Your committee further finds that the following Permanent Members are 

present: 

M. W. HIRAM CHASE, 

" 
" 
" 

" 

JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND, 

EDWARD P. BURNHAM, 

CHARLES 1. COLLAMORE, 

MARQUIS F . KING, 

WILLIAM R. G. ESTES, 

FESSENDEN 1. DAY, 

FRANK E. SLEEPER, 

P. G. M. 

" 

" 
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M. W. ALBRO Eo CHASE, 

" HENRY R. TAYJ~OR, 

HORACE H. BURBANK, 

R. W. THADDEUS R. SIMONTON, 

SUMNER J. CHADBOURNE , 

JOHN B . REDMAN, ,. 

,. 

" 
" 
" 
" 

" 

JOSEPH M . HAYES, 

LEANDER M . KENNISTON, 

DANIEL P. BOYNTON, 

GIWRGE R . SHAW, 

JOSEPH A. LOC KE, -

HERBERT HARRIS, 

W I NFIELD S. CHOATE, 

ALBERT S. PENLEY, 

ALFRED S. KIMBALL, 

JOHN W. BALLOU, 

A. M. W},'!'HERBEE, 

EDWIN HOWARD VOSE, 

ARC IIIE LEE TALBOT, 

AUGUSTUS B ,ULEY, 

ALGEIlNON M. ]{OAK, 

EDMUND B. MALLE'r, 

SAMUEI~ L. MILLER, 

HOWARD D. S~fITH, 

W~L FREEMAN LORD, 

GUSTAVUS H. CARG I LL, 

MOSES TAIl', 

BENJAMIN L. HADL~;Y, 

ENOCH O. GREENLEAF, 

And Grand Officers as follows: 

M.W. JOSEPH A. LOCKE , 

R .W. WINFIELD S. CHOATE, 

ELMER P. SPOFFORD, 

MILLARD M. CASWELL, 

" MARQUIS F. KING, 

" S 'n ;P II EN BERRY, 

" CHARLES D. S~lITH, 

" HERBERT S. SLEEPER, 

EDWARD F. DAVIES, 

FRED H. SAVAGE, 

" FRED C . BARTON, 

" ALBERT W. WARD, 

P. G. M. 

" 
P. S. G. W. 

P. J. G. W. 

" 

" 
" 

" 

" 
" 

Grand Master. 
Deputy Grand Master. 

Senior Grand 'W arden. 

Junior Grand Warden. 

Grand Treasurer. 

Grand Secretary. 

Cor. Grand Secretary. 

D . D. G. M. 1st Dist. 

" 4th 
5th 

6th 

" 7th" 
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R.W. 

" 
" 
" 

JAMES E. WENTWORTH, 

FRANK A. PETERSON, 

WILLARD T. MARR, -

LEVI E. JONES, 

D. D. G. M. 8th Dist. 

9th 

10th 

" 11th 

JAMBS H. WI'rHEREL[" 

HERMAN W. S. LOVEJOY, 

ROBERT W . CARR, 

ARTHUR C. RICKER, 

HARLAN P. BABB, 

" 

12th " 
13th 

14th 

16th 

17th 

" 

" 

ISAAC F. JEWETT, 

ISAAC P. GOOCH, 

EDWIN A. REED, 

JAMES E. PARSONS, -

GEORGE M. BOND, 

FRANK H. DEXTER, 

GEORGE H. GODING, 

" J. FRANK BRYSON, 

W. & Rev. JOHN H. GIBSON, 

W. WILLIAM J. BURNHAM, 

ER~roN D. EAST~fAN, 

JA COB R . STEWART, 

" 

" 
" 
" 
" 

M.W. 

W. 

" 

CHAHLES W. CROSBY, 

EDWIN A . PORTER, 

WILLIAM A . REMICK, 

WILLIAM N. HOWE, 

WILLIAM O. Fox, -
ALBERT M. A~lES, 

FRANK E. SLEEPER, 

WALTER S. SMITH, 

WARREN O. CARNEY, 

18th 

" 19th 

20th 

21st 

22d 

23d 

24th 

" 25th" 
Grand Chaplain. 

" 
" 

" 
" 
" 

Marshal. 

Jnnior Deacon. 

Steward. 

" 

Sword Bearer. 

Pnrsuivant. 

" 
Lecturer. 

Organist. 

Tyler. 

There are also present the following Grand Representatives .from other 

Grand Lodges: 

Alabama-JosIAH H. DRUM~roND. 

Arizona-AuGusTuS BAILEY. 

Arkansas-JoHN W. BALLOU. 

British Colnmbia-

THADDEUS R. SIMONTON. 

California-HENRY H. TAYLOR. 

Canada-SmlNER J. CHADBOURNE. 

Colorado-FRANK E. SLEEPER. 

Cuba-E. HOWARD VOSE. 

Dist. of Columbia-STEPHEN BERRY. 

Florida-JOSIAH H . DRUMMOND. 

Georgia- "" " 
Idaho-ALBRO E. CHASE. 

Illinois-JoSEPH A. LOCKE. 

Indian Territory-

JOSEPH M. HAYES. 

Kansas-ARCHIE LEE TALBOT. 

Louisiana-JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND. 
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Manitoba-A. M. WETHERBEE. 

Maryland-SAMUEL L. MILLER. 

Michigan-FEsSENDEN I. DAY. 

Minnesota-JoHN B. REDMAN. 

Mississippi-CHAs. I. COLLAMORE. 

Missouri-DANIEL P. BOYNTON. 

Montana-HENRY H. MILLETT. 

Nebraska-EDwARD P. BURNHA~f. 
Nevada-LEANDER M. KENNISTON. 

N. Hampshire-HowARD D. S~IITH. 

North Carolina-W~[. R. G. ESTES. 

North Dakota-ALGERNON M. ROAK. 

Nova Scotia-JosIAH H. DRmmoND. 

Ohio-WILLIAM J . B URN HAM. 

Oregon-MARQUIS F. KING. 

Quebec-JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND. 

Rhode Island-HoRACE H. BURBANK. 

Texas-JosIAH H. DRUMMONll. 

Utah-HIRAM CHASE. 

Vermont-GEORGE R. SHAW. 

New Jersey-JosIAH H. DRu~nIOND. Virginia-WINFIELD S. CHOATE. 

New York-MARQUIS F. KING. W est Virginia-ALBERT M. PENU;Y. 

New Zealanrl-HERBERT HARRIS. Wisconsin-EDMUND B. MALLET. 

Fraternally submitted, 

WM. N. HOWE, } 
FRANCIS L. TALBOT, Committee. 
CHARLES E. SNOW, 

Voted, That the l:epOl't of the Committee on Credentials be 
recommitted, and they be authorized to make additions alld 

corrections, and that they make their final report at the opening 
of the session on 'Wednesday. 

The Grand Master then read his 

ANNUAL ADDRESS. 

Officers and Brethren of the Grand Lodge : 

It is my happy privilege, for the second time, to bid you wel
come to our annual communication. 

Like as the Mohammedans of old, in the splendid times of 

the Caliphs, turned their eyes towards Mecca, ;:tnd went thither 
on thei r annual pilgrimages, so as the time draws nigh we look 

forward with pleasant anticipation to these annual communi
cations and come hither with hearts overflowing with kindness 

and good will. yfe delight to meet those whom we have known 
for years, whom we h:we learned to love and respect, and these 
meetings grow dearer and dearer as the years roll by. We cor
dially welcome those coming for the first time, and trust that 
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this coming may be but the prelude to many years of usefulness 
. in the cause we so much love, and of great beuefit to themselves. 

Vve have cause to rejoice, as masons, inthe general prosperity 

of our Fraternity; as residents of this state, in the continu!ld 
happiness of the people, the renewed businei:ls activity and in 
the new industries springing up here and there, causing a de

mand for labor anu giving increased wages; and as citizens of 
this great country, in the momentous events transpi ring dming 
the year past, which under the guidance of the over-ruling hand 
of the Grand Architect of the Universe, whom we worship, has 

caused every other people and government on the face of the 
earth to proclaim us a Nation. 

Twenty-nine years ago I first became a member of tbis Grand 

Lodge, as Senior Warden of Portland Lodge, No. 1. As I look 
around and in memory review the scenes of the past, I miss the 
benevolent faces of many who were then, and have since been, 
accustomed to meet here on these occasions, and who in their 

li ves and actions ill ustrated the true principles of Masonry. 
Freeman Bradford, Oli vel' Gerrish, John H. Lynde, M..oses Dodge, 
Henry H. Dickey, Arlington B. Marston, William H. Smith, 

Albert Moore, William Curtis, George E. Taylor, Noel B. Nutt, 
Stephen J. Young, Ira Berry, who was our Grand Secretary for 

thirty-six years, and many others, have passed from our vision 
into the more perfect life beyond. Their work here was well 

done, and they now enjoy the bliss of God's people in the 
" place prepared for them " from the foundation of the world. 

"There is no Death! what seems so is transition; 
This life of mortal breath 

Is hut a suburb of the life elysian, 
Whose portal we call Death." 

'Tis well, my brethren, before entering upon the active duties 
of the hour to pause ill memory of.the virtues and worth of the 
four hundred and ninteen members of .our subordinate lodges 
who have entered the pearly gates of their eternal home, since 
last we met. 
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" Sweet is the memory .of departed friends. 
Like the mellow rays of the declining sun, 
It falls tenderly, yet sadly, on the heart." 

We are thankful that the permanent membership of this Grand 
Lodge remains nn broken during the year. Not so, however, with 

IDanyof our sister Grand Jurisdictions, with whom we would 
unite in paying the tribute of respect to their honored dead. 

Obituaries of the following named Grand and Past Grand 

Officers have been received. 

MONTANA.-Bro. James R. Boyce, Past Grand Master in 
1872, died in Butte, April 23d, 1898, aged 80 years. 

KANsAs.-Bro. Henry C. Cook, Past Grand Master in 1887, 
died at Kirksville, 1\10., June 12th, 1898, aged 55 yrs. He was 

R. E. Grand Commander in 1886 and M.E. Grand High Priest 

in 189l. 
Bro. John :Moses Price, Past Grand Master, died at Price 

Villa, Atchison, Kansas, October 19th, 1898, ' aged 69 years. 
He was Past Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter, in 1873-
74, and Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery in 1871. 

N Ol{TH DAKoTA.-Bro. WilliaID H. Best, Past Grand Master 

in 1895, departed this life May 3, 1898, aged 48 years. He was 
Grand Lecturer from 1890 to 1895. 

Bro. ',I'homas F. 'Wilder, Past Senior Grand Warden of the 

territorial Grand Lodge of Dakota, died at Spokane, Washing
ton, Oct. 2.5, 1898, aged 62 years. 

VIRGINIA.-Bro. J oh11 PCLtterson :Fitzgerald, Grand Master 
in 1894 and 1895, died June 10, 1898. 

Bro. William Francis Drinkard, Past Grand Master, died at 
Richmond, July 11, 1898, aged 73 years. 

Bro. John R. Purdie, Grand Master in 1844-46, died Nov. 
10, 1898, aged 70 years. 

COLORADo.-Bro. John W. Widderfield, Past Deputy Grand 

Master, died at Trinidad: Colorado, July 4, 1898, aged 72 yrs. 
Bro. Francis L. Childs, Past Deput.y Grand Master, died at 

Greeley, Sept. 27, 1898, aged 74 years. 
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Bro. Oren Harrison H enry, P:;tfl t Grand Master and Past 
Grand High Priest, di.ed at Denver, Colorado, Oct. 4th, 1898, 
aged 56. 

Bro. George Edward Wyman, Past Grand Master and Past 
Grand Commander, died March 6, 1899, aged 51 years. 

ALABAMA.-Bro. Henry Clay Tompkins, Past Grand Master, 
died at Montgomery, September 12, 1898, aged 56 yea rs. 

MrssISSIPPI.-Bro. William ,Gallatin Paxton, Past Grand 
Master and Past Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery, 
died at Vicksburg, October 27, 1898. 

FLoRIDA.-Bro. A. E. Williams, Past Grand Warden in 1875, 
died September 13, 1898. 

Bro. William A. McLean, 33°, Past Grand Master and Pas t 
Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter, and Grand Secretary 
from 1892 until his death, died August 22, 1898, aged 65 yeitrs. 

Bro. Henry F. Stewart, Grand Master in 1867, passed away 
October 20, 1898. 

'fENNEssEE.-Bro. John Ridley Frizzell, Past Assistant Grand 
Secretary, died October 6, 1898. He assisted his father, John 
Frizzell, who was Grand Secretary for more than a quarter of 
a century. 

Bro. Archrelaus M. Hughes, the oldest Past Grand Master of 
the state, and for more than 60 years a member of the Grand 
Lodge, died .october 27, 1898, aged 87 years. 

NEBRAsKA.-Bro. Robert () .• Jordan, the first Grand Master 
of Nebraska, died at Omaha, January 9, 1899, aged 74. 

lLLINOIs.-Bro. DeWitt Clinton Cregier, Grand Master in 
1870 and 1871, died November 9, 1898, aged 139 years. Bro. 
Cregier served his lodge as Wor. Master eight years, and from 
time of his retirement as Grand Master up to the time of his 
q.eath, was Chairman of the Committee on Juri sprudence of the 
Grand Lodge. He was Mayor of Chicago in 1889- 1890, and a 
member of the Supreme Council 33° of the Northern Jurisdic
tion of the United States. 

Bro. James Andrew Hawley, Grand Master in 1873-74, de
parted this life December 30, 1898, aged 68 years. Bro. 
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Hawley became a mason in 1856, and for more than forty years 
was a constant, consistent, and earnest worker in the masonic 

vineyard. Honored by election to the highest· officrs in subor
dinate and Grand Lodge, Chapter, Conncil, and Commandery, 
he was never fonnd wanting. In the Scottish Rite he was an 

active member of the Supreme Council 33° for Illinois. H is 
genial manner, happy disposition, and kindness of heart, en

deared him to all who knew him. A true hiend and brother 
has gone. 

ORIo.-Bro. Charles C. Kiefer, Past Grand Master, died March 
12,1899, at his home in Urbana, Ohio. Brother Kiefer was 

especially honored by the masons of Ohio, and had received from 
each of the various Grand Bodies in his jurisdiction, including 
Lodge, Chapter, Council and Grand Commandery, the highest 
token of their appreciation by being elected. to preside over 
each. He was the Representative of this Grand Lodge near 
that of Ohio. 

NOVA SCOTIA.-Bro. Lewis Johnstone, 1V1. D., Grand Master 
for the years 1886 and 1887, died at his home in Stellarton, 
February 1st, in the 75th year of his age. 

PENNSYLYANIA.-This morning I have received notice of the 

death of Bro. Joseph Eichbaum, 33°, Past Grand Master of 
Pennsylvania, who died at Pittsburg, April 15, 1899, aged 72 
years. Without a moment's warning the call came, and he 

"passed to the bourne whellce no tra veler returns," but his 
w hole life, in godly works and deeds, has been a preparation 
for his eternal home. 

Two of our Representatives have died dnring the year;
Wor. Bro. Albert H. Cargill, of Connecticut, and R. W. John W. 

M1ll'tori, of Canada. 
I have received no reports of their death except the bare an

nouncement thereof. 

AMENDMENTS TO BY-LAWS. 

Amendments to By-Laws of the following named lodges 

have been approved during the year; 
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Unity ~odge, No. 58, at Thorndike; Deering Lodge, No. 183, 
at Deering; Oxford Lodge, No. 18, at Norway ; Crooked River 

Lodge, No. ' 152, at Bolster's Mills. 

DISPENSATIONS. 

Granted dispensation to Amity Lodge, No.6, Camden, to 
hold its regular meeting for transaction of business on the eve ll
ing of July 27th instead of July 26th, as the officers of said lodge 

had been invited to exemplify the F. C. degree at . the Masonic 
Convention to be holden in Rockland on the 26th. 

Dispensation granted to Dresden Lodge, No. 103, Dresden 

Mills, to hold its annual meeting at the time of its regular stated 
meeting, on Nov. 21st, as a severe storm prevented the holding 
of the annual meeting on Oet. 26th. 

Granted dispensation to Dirigo Lodge, to hold its l'Bgular 

meeting on Nov. 28th, the officers, by mistake in date of full 
moou, having omitted to call the sallle for Nov. 21st. 

On January 13, 1899, dispensation was granted to Temple 
Lodge, No. 86, Cumberland Mills, to eJl'lct a Junior Warden at 
its nex t stated meeting, the Junior 'Warden elected having de
clined to be installed. 

J anuary 24, 1899, granted dispensation to Orient Lodge, No. 
15, Thomaston, to elect a Secretary at its nex t regula r or special 
meeting, the officer elected for that position havi ng declined to 

serve. 
February 13, 1899, dispensation was granted to Delta Lodge, 

No. 153, Lovell, to elect a ,Tunior Warden, the officer elected 
to that position hav ing left the state without installation. 

DISPENSATION TO APPEAH IN PUllLI C. 

Ten dispensations were granted to lodges to attend Divine 
service on ,Tune 26th, in observance of S!l.int John's Day, 
namely: 

To Saint Paul's Lodge, No. 82, Rockport ; Sebasticook Lodge, 

No. 146, Clinton; Penobscot Lodge, No. 39, Dexter; Lygonia 
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Lodge, No. 40, and Esoteric Lodge, No. 159, at Ellsworth; 
Bethlehem Lodge, No. 35, and Augusta Lodge, No. 141, at 
Augusta; Wilton Lodge, No. 156, Wilton; Bar Harbor Lodge, 
No. 185, Bar Harbor, and Asylum Lodge, No. 133, Wayne. 

Dispensat,ion was also granted Harmony Lodge, No. ' 38, at 
Gorham, to attend Divine service, Oct. 30, 1898, and to Ancient 
Landmark Lodge, No. 17, of Portland, to attend Divine service 
on Sunday, Dec. 10, 1898, it being also the memorial service of 
Thomas B. Merrill, a past officer of said lodge, who was lost on 
the steamer Portland. 

DISPENSATION TO CONI'ER DEGREES. 

For good and sufficient reasons, five dispensations to receive 
and act upon petitions in less than the usual time have been 
granted, namely :-

'1'0 Freeport Lodge, No. 23, at Freeport, twice; Orient Lodge, 
\ , 

No. 15, Thomaston; Davis Lodge, No. 191, Strong; Sebasticook 
Lodge, No. 146, Clinton. 

Three dispensations have been granted to receive applications 
where petitioners have Ii veu with in the jurisdiction of said lodge 
for six months but not resident a year within the state, viz :

To Trinity Lodge, No. 130, Presque Isle; Temple Lod ge, No. 
25, Winthrop; Bethlehem Lodge, No. 35, Augusta. 

I hesitated very much about granting the last three dispen
sations, and did not grant them until after the fullest investiga
tion and entire satisfaction as to who the applicants were, and 
their character auu standing in the community. 

December 8, 1898, dispensation was granted to Hiram Lodge, 
No. 180, South Portland, to move to its new hall which it had 
recently erected. 

WAIVER OF JUHlSDICTION. 

At the request of Bethlehem Lodge, No. 35, Augusta, waiver 
of jurisdiction was courteously granted over Charles Henry 
Rowell, of Charleston, by consent of Henry Price Lodge, of 

14 G. L. 
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Charleston, and Aberdour Lodge, of Boston, with the aJproval 
of the M. W. Grand Master of Massaehusetts. 

At the request of United Lodge, No.8, Brunswick, a dimit 
was granted by Louis Lodge, of Louisville, Ky., to Dr. Charles 
F. S. Lincoln, who had recei ved the E. A. degree in that lodge, 
and waiver of jurisdiction over the F. C. and M. M. degrees, 
which was courteously approved by the M. W. Grand Master of 
Kentucky. 

I wish to thank R. Wor. H. B. Grant, Grand Secretary of Ken
tucky, for his assistance in this matter. 

At the request of Dirigo Lodge, No. 10, Weeks' Mills, waiver 
of jurisdiction over Mr. Philander P. Freeman was granted by 
Silver City Lodge, No. 13, of Silver City, Idaho, and courte
ously approved by the acting Grand Master of Idaho. 

At the request of Horeb Lodge, No. 93, Lincoln, Hyde Park 
Lodge, Massachusetts, waived its jurisdiction over Mr. Clarence 
H. McDuffie, which was approved by theM. W. Grand Master 
of Massachusetts. 

N";W LODG";S CONSTITUTED. 

July 15, 1898, Mount Olivet Lodge, No. 203, Washington, 
was regularly constituted and its officers publicly installed by 
the Grand Master, assisted by Wor. William J. Buruham, Grand 
Marshal, R. W. Bros. Samuel L. Miller, of Waldoboro, Frank 
A. Peterson and Jacob R . Stewart, of Rockland, Alden M. 
Wetherbee, of Warren, Leander M. Kenniston, of Camden, G. 
H. Cargill, of Liberty, and others. 

July 29th, Mount Bigelow Lodge, No. 202, at :Flagstaff, was 
regularly constituted, and its offieers installed in public by your 
Grand Master, with the assistance of Wor. Bro. William .r. 
Burnham, Grand Marshal, Charles B. Richardson, Nelson 
Walker, and a goodly number of the brethren from Davis Lodge 
at Strong. 

August 5, 1898, David A. Hooper Lodge, No. 201, at West 
Sulli van, was regularly constituted, and its officers installed in 
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public by the Grand Master, who was assisted by R. W. Bros. 
Elmer P. Spofford, S. G. Warden, William J. Burnham, Grand 
Marshal, James E. Parsons, D. D. G. M. 21st District, John B. 
Redmond, P. S. Grand Warden, and others. 

On each of these occasions a fine banquet followed the exer· 
cises, aT!d at West Sullivan on the morning following the in· 
stallation the officers ana members of the Grand Lodge were 
taken on a buck-board ride down along the coast, and through 
Sorrento, which was very much enjoyed by all. 

DEDICATION OF NEW HALLS AND INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS. 

During the year I have dedicated three new halls. 
Oli June 24, 1898, the new hall of Oriental Star Lodge, No. 

21, at Livermore Falls, was dedicated. I was assisted on this 
occasion by R. Wor. Brothers M. M. Caswell, Junior Grand 
Warden, William J. BlIl'nham, Grand Marshal, Enoch O. Green
leaf, P. J. G. Warden, Rev. and Wor. George M. Howe, Grand 
Chaplain, and many of the brethren from the surrounding 
lodges. A very large number were in attendance and the exer
cises were followed by a banquet, addresses and remarks by 
visiting and loeal members. A fine address was delivered by 
Rev. Charles A. Hayden, Grand Chaplain. 

On Feb. 22d, the new hall of 'Webster r~odge, at Sabattus, was 
dedicated and its officers publicly installed by your Grand 
Master, assisted by R. Wor. Brothers M. M. Caswell, Junior 
Grand Warden, William J. Burnham, Grand Marshal, Rev. and 
Wor. George M. Howe, Grand Chaplain, and many of the brethren 
from Auburn and Lewiston. The exercises were followed by a 
fine (oncert, and later by an abundance of the good things to 
satisfy the inner man. 

On Tuesday, March 28th, the Ilew hall of HermoIl Lodge, No. 
32, at Gardiner, was publicly dedicated by the Grand Master, 
assisted by R. Wor. Brothers M. M. Caswell, J . Grand Warden, 
William J. Burnham, Grand Marshal, Alden M. Wetherbee, P. 
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J. Grand Warden, and Rev. George M. Howe, Grand Chaplain, 
William J. Landers, A. M. Spear, and others. The dedication 
was followed by a fine repast which all enjoyed. 

Each of these three lodges have fine apartments, well fitted 

and adapted to the purposes to which they were dedicated, with 
sufficient ante-rooms and all necessary conveniences, and the 
brethen are to be congratulated upon the success and prosperity 

that attends them. 

On the evening of Nov. 16, 1t598, I publicly installed the of
ficers of Blazing Star Lodge, No. 30, Rumford lralls, and on the 
evening of J au. 2, 1899, publicly installed the officers of Solar 
Lodge, No. 14, at Bath. 'On each occasion there was a large at

tendance of members of the lodge, with their ladies and friends, 
and the exercises were followed by the usual banquet and other 
exercises. These lodges are prosperous and in most excellent 

condition. 

I have been compelled, much to my regret, on account of 

business engag~ments and sickness, to decline several invita
tions to install officers of lodges, and I wish to thank the offi
cers and members of each lodge, that I have visited, for the 

many courtesies extended. 

CHARGES, ETC. 

During the year I have received copies of charges, evidence, 

etc., in four trials where members of the lodges have been ex

pelled, and have forwarded the papers to M. W. Charles 1. Colla· 
more, Chairman of Committee on Grievances · and Appeals, 

namely:-

From Rabboni Lodge, No. 150, Lewiston, papers in the case 
of Danville B. Stevens; from Parian Lodge, No. 160, Corinna, 

papers in the case of Henry J . Se::.vey; from Euclid Lodge, 
No. 194, Madison, papers in the case of 'iVilliam H. Mace, ex

pelled several years since; and from Lookout Lodge, No. 131, 
Cutler, papers in the case of Henry C. Warren. 
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COMPLAINTS. 

Last January complaint was received from Somerset Lodge, 
No. 34, SkowhE'gan, stating that Carrabassett Lodge, No. 161, 
Canaan, had received the application of a person residing with

in its jurisdiction and conferred the E. A. degree upon him. 
Carrabassett Lodge being notified of the complaint inimediately 
appointed a committee to confer with a similar committee from 

Somerset Lodge, which committetl found that the applicant's 
actual residence was within the jurisdiction of Somerset Lodge, 
although he resided a part of each year within the jurisdiction 

of the other lodge. All que~ltion of ill-feeling between the 
two lodges has been removed, and the applicant must take 
the chances of obtaining waiver of jurisdiction from Somer
set Lodge, although said lodge had voted to withdraw the 

complaint. (See Sections 94 and 95 of the Constitution:) 

CONVENTIONS. 

Conventions for instruction in masonic work have been holden 

under :the direction of our Grand Lecturer, M. W. Frank E. 
Sleeper, as follows: 

At Rockland, August 26, 1898. 

At Houlton, September 16, 1898. 
At Lewiston, September 27, 1898. 

And at the earnest request of the brethren of the Seventh 
Masonic District, with my approval, the Grand Lecturer held 

another at Clinton, December 20, 1898. 

The detailed reports of these c0nventions, with the exception 
of the one holden at Houlton, show that they were well at

tended, and of great benefit to those participating. 
I 

I append the report of the Grand Lecturer for your examina-

tion. Besides the ahove named, the masons of the Second and 
of the Twenty-first Masonic Districts have also held conven

tions. I have received no report of that holden in the Second 

District. 
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A most successful and instructive oonvention was holden by 

the masons of the Twenty-first District, at Ellsworth, on 
Wednesday, February 22d, at the eall of, and under the direc
tion of R. V{. James E. Parsons, D. D. G. Master for that 

district. Every lodge in the district was well represented, and 
many came from other lodges. This was the first convention 

holden in this district, and every brother present was most 
enthusiastic at its result. I have .heard frequent reports of its 
success and the great benefit received from several visitors who 

were present, and who stated to me that if they knew when the 
next was to be holden they should surely be present. 

I cordially recommend these District Conventions. They 
bring together the officers and Illem bel's of the different lodges, 

make them well acquainted with each other, create an esprit de 

corps that nothing else can produce, and redound to the general 

good of the craft. Allow me to call your attention to my re
port on this subject made a year since. 

CONDITION OF THE CRAFT. 

From the reports of the D. D. Grand Masters which I append, 
and from information received from our Grand Lecturer, and 

from masonic brethren throughout the State, I find that our 
lodges with very few exceptions are prosperous and in good con
dition, although there has been a slight falling off in the num
ber of initiates from last year. Several causes apparcntly have 
produced this result; but, I am of the opin ion that the Frater

nity was never stronger and more united in this State than at 

the present time. By reference to the report of the Committee 
'on Returns we find that :-

710 Brethren have been initiated against 774 last year. 

702 Brethren have been raised against 768 last year. 
70 Brethren have been re-instated against 54 last year. 

419 Brethren have died against 407 las/; year. 
And we now /have a membership of 22,165, a loss of 26. 

From this report we find also that 271 have been suspended 
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from membership during the past year, 15 deprived of member
ship and 200 have dimitted. 

These figures Rhow that as a Fraternity we have in the past 
been a little careless in guarding the Tyler's door, for other· 

wise there would not be so many suspensions and so manyask
ing dimits, although many of the latter are obtained by brethren 
who have moved away and joined lodges where they reside. 

Arion Lodge, No. 162, at Goodwin's Mills, lost its lodge room, 
charter, re;ords and all property by fire on the 9th of Februn,ry, 
1899 . . This is a great loss to the members of this lodge. I 

trust, however, they will not be discouraged. On March 13th 

I granted dispensation to Arion Lodge to continue to hQld reg
ular and special meetings and to do work in the same way and ' 
manner as though its charter had not been lost, until this session 

of the Grand Lodge. They will apply for a new charter. 

DEC ISIONS. 

I have been called upon to render quite a number of decisions 

during the year, not only upon masonic matters, but upon ques
tions to be decided under the state law, including the residences 
of young men who left home, taxation of property, &c, 'fhe 
following are the only decisions I deem of sufficient importance 

to pr~sent: 
Under the Constitution of this Grand Lodge every candidate 

who receives the third degree in a lodge thereby becomes a mem

ber of said lodge, and the Secretary shall record his name upon 
the roll of membership. [Constitution, Section 1l1.J I call at
tention to this decision, which I have given several times, as 
lodges in this state have been reqlested by lodges in Canada 
and in other states, as a matter of courtesy. to confer the second 
and third degrees for them upon parties who had received the 

E. A. degree in their several lodges. 
In this state the P. M. degree is a pn,rt of the installation ser

vice of a Master; and while it ought to be conferred before or 
at the time of installation it may be conferred afterwards. The 
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District Deputy Grand Master should not furnish a Past Master's 
diploma until the recipient shall have received the Past Master's 

degree. Not having received it he is not entitled to sit in a 
lodge of Past Masters when the degree is conferred upon a new 
Mastel'. 

The by-laws of ---- Lodge provide " Any member may 
be exempt from dues for life by paying up arrearages of dues 
and a further sum of twenty dollars to the Secretary for the use 
of the lodge." 

Que:;tion.-" Can this section of the by-law be repealed and 
make the members who availed themselves of said by-law, and 

who are known as life members, subject to the payment of dues 
from the time of the repeal of the by-law"? 

Answer.-" Your by-laws provide a method for amendment, 
and under a strict technical construction, which would probably 
be given by the civil Courts, I doubt not it would be holden 

that 011 that by·law being repealed they would b~ liable to dues; 
but to do so would be an act of masonic injustice, a nd in my 
opinion a direct violation of what the members, so paying the 
$20.00, considered at the time of its payment a masonic con

tract. In many of the lodges in this state the additional pay

ment of $20.00 would be considered a fair compensation for 
annual dues. When so paid it is the duty of the lodges to invest 
it and receive the income ill place of the dues. This income 

might be a little less than the amount of the dues, which would 
be offset by the contingency of the brother's death. As this 

$20.00 may properly' be considered an equitable amount to be 
paid, I should consider it a breach of masonic faith to repeal 
this by-law, and ~ake such brethren, who had paid, subject to 
dues, unless the same were returned or they gave their consent 
thereto. _ I should refuse my consent to such an amendment. 
Lodges should be carefu l how they make such provisions in 

their by-laws." 
Question was asked: "If Temple Longe, No. 86, and War

ren Phillips Lodge, No. 186, have concurrent jurisdiction, now 
that Westbrook is a city?" 
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AnSWe1'.-" Under Section 94 of the Constitution of the Grand 

, Lodge every candirlate must apply to the lod ge in this state 
nearest his residence ". ". ". "." &c. As these' two lodges 

a.re located in different parts of the city, I answer " No." The 
fact that Westbrook has now become a city makes no differ
ence. The lodges hold th e same jurisdiction they had before 
the City Govel'llment was organized. 

I wish to call the attention of the Grand Lodge to the a mend
ment of Section 94 of the Constitution as proposed at the las t 
annual communication, and recommend its adoption. The an

nexation of Deering to Portland raises the question as to the 
jurisdiction of Deering Lodg(~ a nd the so called city lodges in 
Portland. Whether or not Deering Lodge shall retain and be 

confined to the same jurisdiction that it had before the annex
ation should he decided at this communication. 

When a Brothel' of a lodge has been elected an Honora ry 
MelD bel' that election cannot bfl reconsidered. 

Question.-" Is it contrary to mason ic rules to initiate a 
Catholic into a masonic lodge?" 

I answered in substance as follows: Masonry doeR not under

take to interfere with any man's religious belief, provided he 
believes in God, the Snpreme Intelligence; but the Pope, and 

through him the Priesth09d of the Roman Catholic Church, have 
denounced the masonic fraternity and forbidden any of its mem

bers joining the same. On this account, if the applIcant is a 
Roman Catholic, I should deem it advisable not to receive his 

application. He may feel that the decree of the Pope should 
not control his private actions, that being a man he is entitled 
to join any organization he desires, and that he is not bound to 

the confessional; but on the other hand he takes a vow with 
us that he will not reveal our secrets. This vow brings him in 

direct conflict with his church, and it is a serious matter for a 

man born and brought up a Roman Cat.holic, even though he 
may have drifted away from his religious views, nut to make 
confession when sickness and liablity of death comes; and we 
ought not to allow a man t.o be placed in a position where he 
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will in the ordinary course of events prove faithless to his 
church or violate his YOW, 

I have been' obliged to declare the election of a candidate to 

recei ve the de.grees as inegular and to order a new ballot, be

cause there were not sufficient ballots in the box for the brethren 
to use, And I wish to call the attention of Masters of lodges 

to th e fact that at each stated meeting, before oalloting begins 
upon an application, the proper officers should present the ballot 
box to the Master and let him see that everything is all right, 
including a sufficient number of ballots. 

Section 117 of the Constitution reads as follows: "No lodge 
shall suspend or expel a member from the rights of Masonry 
for non-payment of dues. The penalty of such delinquency 

shall be forfeiture or suspension oLmembership; and that only 
after due trial, as other masonic misdemeanors," Under this 

section, when a brother is delinquent in his dues, after due trial 
he Dlay be suspended from membership 01' deprived of member
ship. If deprived of membership he can only obtain the same 
again in the regular l!ourse of procedure. The greatel' number 
of lodges have been accllstomed simply to sllspend from mem
bership (See report of Committee on Returns, which shows 271 
suspensions, and only 15 deprived of membership); and under 
our by-laws, where a brother is suspended for non-payment of 

dues, upon payment of dues to the time of his suspension he is re
stored to ail the privileg~s of Freemasonry and to membership 
in the lodge as though he had not been suspended, and without 
a vote of the lodge. rrhis law has been taken advantage of in 

several cases where brethren, al.JUndantly able to pay their dues, 
through indifference or some other reason have refused so to do, 
and finally been suspended; and after remaining out a number 

of years, until they thought it would be an advantage to them 
and for their pecuniary benefit to again become a member of 

the lodge for the financial assistance they might receive in sick
ness a nd distress, have then come in and paid their dues, and 
immediately called upon the lodge for assistance. A case has 

been called to my attention, where a young man, abundantly able 
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to pay his dues, more than twenty-five years since ceased pay
ment. After his dues had run for eight years he was finally 
suspended, and now at this late day-some seventeen years after
wards-and when residing in another state, where he has been 

for many years, he applies to the lodge to support him, claiming 
he is unable so to do. Upon being informed that he was long 
since suspended for non-payment of dues , a friend of his steps 
forward and tenders the amount of the dues at time of sus
pension in order to throw his support Oil the lodge. Some 
limit of time should be established beyond which a member sus
pended for non-payment of dues cannot, by simply paying the 
amount of his dues to the time of his suspension, be restored to 
membership in the lodge without a vote of the lodge. I call 
your attention to this matter and trust that the Grand Lodge 
will pla0e such a limit of time as shall seem proper. I would 
suggest the following :-

A -member suspended for non-payment of dues, and who neglects for five 
years to pay the same, and thus restore himself to membership, shall not 
thereafter be admitted a member of the lodge except upon payment of said 
dues, and restoration to membership by a two-thirds vote of the ludge, on 
application presented for membership in the usual way. 

If a brother is poor and unable to pay his dues, the lodge 
should remit them; but where a brother is able to pay his dues, 
and will not do it, whether he remains in the same place oi' 
moves to another state, he should not be allowed to shirk the 
responsibility of membership for many, many years until mis

fortune assails him, and then be permitted to restore himself to 
membership, and tln'ow himself and family upon the lodge for 
support. Snch men ought never to have been permitted to 
enter the lodge. 

In this connection, in a case where a member of a lodge in 
this state had received assistance from another lodge and its 
members, I was requested to give an opinion whether they were 
responsible for the bill or not. I answered as follows: 

"Masonic assistance is a matter of our own free will; at the 
same time every mason 11<l.s agreed to extend the helping hand 
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to a distressed brother, so far as he can without injury to him
self; but my own personal view is that when a member , of a 
lodge falls into distress and neen.s assistance, and it is furnished 
him by others, upon whom he has no right to call except from 
the fact that th ey are masons, then if his own lodge is 'able to 
pay the bills, and they were furnished in good faith to relieve 
a brother's necessities, the lodge ought to pay them. I do not 
feel that a lodge has a . right to receive 'rom, Dick and Harry 
and everybody into its lodge, and then send them out into th e 
world with its' own certificate, ann. repudiate all its obligations . 
in case they fall into distress. For this reason lodges should 
be c~reful and admit OTIly those who are worthy and proper 
persons to be admitted. If they violate this rule then it is 
their duty, so far as they can, to recompense. It is not a legal 
obligation which can be enforced at law, but is a moral obliga
tion which requires a man or a body of men, as a lodge, to do 
by othei's as they would wish they should be done by." 

I call your attention to these matters as a reminder that our 

lodges should be more carp,ful as to the quality and kind of men 
who are admitted. Better have fewer members, each a man, in 
the true sense of the word, than a great number with some de
cayed or rotten sticks thrown in. An organization is judged by 

its membership, and poor material gives no credit-it is an in
jury. No lodge should be dependent upon its" work" to keep 

up an interest. It is the companio.nshi p and converse of men 
I'.' ho respect each other that gi ves strength and stability. 

EXCHANGE OF REPRESENTATIV~;S . 

On recommendation of the M. W. Grand Masters of the fol
lowing named jurisdictions, Representatives of this Grand Lodge 
have been appointed as follows: ' 

December 28, 1898, R. VV. Robert Stirton Thornton of Delo
raine, near the Grand Lodge of Manitoba, our form~r Represent
ative not having attended any communication of that Grand 
Lodge for · seveml years. 

February 6, 1899,R. W. Arthur C. Wheeler of Norwalk, near 

the Grand Lodge of Connecticut, in place of our former Repre
sentative, Albert H. Cargill, deceased. 



Grand Lodge of Ma£ne. 207 

March 16, 1899, R. W . Robert D. Haskins of Bismarck, near 
the. Grand Lodge of North Dakota, our former Representative 
having dimitted f rom his lodge a nd ceased to hold membership 

in any lodge in that State. 
April 5, 1899, R. ' W . Colin W. Postleth waite of Toronto, 

near the G~'and Lodge of Canada, in place of R. W. John W. 
Murton, Ileceased. 

April 12, 1899, R. Wor. O. P. Sperra of Ravenna, near the 

Grand Lodge of Ohio, in place of M. Wor. C. C. Kiefer, de
ceased. 

April 14, 18U9,]\I. W. Nathan S. Woodward of Knoxville, 
near the Grand Lodge of Tennessee. 

I have recommended for appointment as Representatives 

near this Grand Lodge for the following Grand Lodges, viz: 
February 24, 1899, R. W. Alfred S. Kimball of Norway, for 

Peru. 
Feb. 24, 1899, \Vor. Ermon D. Eastman, of Portland for 

Oregon. 

April 14, 1899, Wor. Hugh R. Chaplain of Bangor, for Ten
nessee. 

R)~ PORT O~· REPRESENTATIVES. 

Last January I received from R. W. William Wente, our 
Representative near the Grand Lodge of Michigan, a very full 

and yet concise statement of t.h e business transacted by the 
Grand Lodge of Michigan at its annual communication holden 
in the City of Port Huron, which report I file.herewith" 

During the few years last past quite a question has been 
raised as to the advisability of the appointment of Represent

atives near other Grand Lodges. I deem such appointments 
most impcrtant. We cannot have too many links connecting the 
several Grand Lodges of this and other countries. 'rhe ad van

tage of it was clearly shown in the prompt manner in which 
our distinguished Representative near the Grand Lodge of Pern, 

R. W. Francisco L. Crosby, reported the action of that Grand 
Lodge in 1897 upon the removal of the Bible :from its altars. 
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This report, from our Representative near the Grand Lodge of 

:Michigan, furnished your Grand Master within a few days, con· 
cise and yet full information, as to the doings of the Grand 

Lodge of J\1:ichigan. If the Representatives of our several 
Grand Jurisdictions would pursue this same course it would be 
one of the strongest links uniting the Fraternity throughout the 
world. It evidently has not been done much in the past from 
the fitct that our Representatives have not appreciated its. im

portance. When any matter of importance arises affecting the 
general welfare of the Fraternity or of peculiar interest to the 
Grand Lodge represented, report should be made to the Grand 
Master at once. 

In September, 1898, a notice was received from Hawaiian 
Lodge, No. 21, warning .masons that it was useless to seek em

ployment there at the present time, which notice I caused to be 
published in our Portl!Lnd masonic papers, and herewith file the 

same. 

CLANDESTINE LODGES IN OHIO. 

Last October a communication was received from Ohio giving 

a list of clandestine lodges in that state, and requesting that 
all persons hailing from them should be excluded. In compli
ance wit.h the comity existing between our several Grand 

Lodges, I immediatflly caused notice of the request, giving a 
list of the lodges, to be published in our two masonic papers in 

this city, thus reaching all the membership throughout the 
state. I append said communication and list of said lodges, 
that each lodge in the state may have the same for ready refer

ence. 

FOREIGN JURISDICTIONS. 

On May 13, 1898, a communication was received from the 
Grande Oriente d'Italia, giving information and warning as to 
irregular proceedings of pretended masonic bodies in that 
country existing under name of Grande O,'iente Italiano, which 
communication I file with this report. 
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October 18, 18Q8, A communication was received from the 
Supreme Council of Portugal, under date of September 24,1898, 
relative to matters therein discussed, which communication is 

filed herewith. 
January 21, 1899, a circular communication, marked official, 

~as recei ved frOIll The United Grand Lodge of Mexico of Free 
and Accepted Masons, relati ve to Masonry in that Gou ntry, 

which is filed with this report. 
I think it better that these three communications should be 

referred to th e Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence for exam
ination and report, without any comments from your Grand 

Mastel'. 

GnAN D I.ODGE 01" PERU. 

On the 9th of December, 1897, for reasons then stated, and 
as more fully explained in my report a year since, all masonic 

communication between this Grand Lodge, its subordinate 
lodges and members, and the Grand Lodge of Peru, its subor
dinate lodges and the members of its obedience, who con

tinuerl to adhere to said Grand Lodge, under its constitution 

changed as it had been, was suspended. 
At the quarterly session of the Grand Lodge of Peru, holden 

May 6, 1898, M. Wor. J. A. Ego Aguirre was elected Grand 
Master. A commission was immediately appointed " \~'ith the 
obj ect of determining whether" th e uecree of Grand Mastel' 
Dam of July 13, 1897, should remain in force or not. The 

commission made a full and thorough investigation of the 
qnestions involved, and submitted an exhaustive report to that 

Grand Lodge under date of May 31, 1898, expressing the opinion 
that the" Dam " decree of June 13, 1897, must be abrogated. 
I file a copy of the llame. 

This report was approved by the M. W. Grand Lodge, May 
12, 1898, and a new decree in accordance therewith was issued. 
Afterwards the following communication was recei vea by this 

Grand Lodge from M. W .• 1. A. Ego Aguirre, Grand Master, as 
follows: 
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LmA, June 24, 1898. 
To the M. W. Grand Lodge f}f Maine, Portland. 

l{. W. BRETHREN:-Having been installed as the M. W. Grand Master of 
this jurisdiction at the last annual communication, I appointed a committee 
to report on the decree about the Bible, of the ex-Grand Master Dul. The 

report was approved by the M. W. Grand Lodge at. its quarterly com
munication held on the 12th inst.. and a riew decree revoking that of Bro. 
nAM was issued. 

I have the honor to enclose herewith a copy of the committee's report and 
of the decree restoring the Bible on the altar. 

In consequence thereof, I reqnest that the fraternal relations between our 
Grand Bodies may be re-established and cultivated as before. 

With fraternal greetings, I remain very truly yours, 

J. A. EGO AGUIRRE, Grand Master. 

'Within a day or two of its receipt, I received information 

which led me to fear that the Grand Lodge of Pern had ex

changed Representatives with the so called Negro Grand Lodge 
of Ohio. Accordingly action was delayed, and I requested our 

R. W. Grand Secretary to correspond with our , Representati ve, 

R. IV. Francisco L. Crosby, and ascertain the tme facts, to 
which reply was received that the body which exchanged Repre

selltati ves with the negro Grand Lodge in Ohio was the former 
Supreme Council and not the present Grand Lodge, and that 

the present Grand Lodge has no entangling alliances. I "append 
Bro. Crosby'S letter, that the historical facts therein stated may 
never he lost. In the meantime sickness interfered, and it was 
not until February 20, 1899, that the following edict rpstol'ing 

fraternal relations with the Grand· Lodge of Peru was issued: 

GRAND LODGE OF MAINE, FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS. 

OFFICB OF THE GRAND MASTBR, 
PORTLAND, February 20, 1899. 

To the Brethren of the Obedience of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted 
Masons of the State of Maine: 

Whereas, on the 9tb day of December, A. D. 1897, all masonic communica
tion was sllspended between this Grand Lodge and the Grand Lodge of 
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of Peru, their subordinate lodges and 
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members, owing to the fact that the Grand Lodge of Peru had excluded 
"The Great Light in Masonry" from its altar and the altars of its obedi
ence; and 

Whereas, the rlecree of said Grand Lodge of Peru r emoving the Bible 
from its altars has been abrogated, and upon report of a committee of said 
Grand Lodge, duly adopted, a decree has been issued, restoring the Bible 
to its altar and the altars of its subordinate bodies; and 

Whereas, a communication has been received from Grand Master J. A. 
Ego-Aguirre, of said Grand Jurisdiction, confirming said action and re
questing" that the fraternal relations between our Grand Bodies may be 
restored and cultivated as before": 

Therefore, be it known, that the said decree of December 9, 1897, is 
hereby revoked, the Grand Lodge of the Republic of Peru is cordially rec
ognized as a member of our universal brotherhood, and the fraternal rela- ' 
tions heretofore existing between this Grand Lodge and the Grand Lodge of 
Peru, their subordinate lodges and the members thereof, are hereby re-es-
tablished. Yours fraternally, 

JOSEPH A. LOCKE, Grand Master. 
Attest: STEPHEN BERRY, Grand Secretary. 

On issuance of this decree I req1lested our R. W. Grand 
Secretary to send the following personal letter to M. Wor. J. 
A. Ego Aguirre, Grand Master, as follows: 

ORAND LODGE OF MAINE, FREE AND ACCEPTED l1ASONS. 

OFFICE OF THE GRAND SECRETARY, 
PORTLAND, February 25, 1899. 

M. W. J. A. EGO AGU IRRE, Gmnd Master, L ima, Pern: 

M. W. AND DEAR BROTlH:R :-1 have the honor to transmit by this mail 
to your Grand Secretary the decree of M. W. JOSEPH A. LOCKE, Grand 
Master of Maine, re-establishing fratel'llal relations with the Grand Lodge 
of Peru. 

He bids me furth er to express to you bis great delight that the Grand 
Lodge of Peru has again placed itself in the line of Grand Lodges clinging 
to the old land-marks, and extends to you, personally, his congratulations 
upon your accession to the high and honorable position you now fill. 

I also enclose herein a new commission for M. W. Bro. FRANCISCO L. 
CROSBY, as the Hepresentative of the Grand Lodge of Maine near the Grand 
Lodge of Peru, which he begs you to deliver to Bro. CROSBY. He desires 
very much to re-appoint Bro. CROSB Y to this position on account of the firm 

15 G. L. 
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and manly stand taken by him when the former Grand Master attempted to 
swing the Grand Lodge into by and forbidden paths; and he trusts that yon 
will not feel that he has committed an act of discourtesy towards you in not 
asking the nomination of some other brother for the position. 

If you have no strong preference, he would be pleased to nominate for ap
pointment as your Representative near this Urand Lodge, R. W. Bro. 
ALFRED S. KIMBALL, of Norway, Past Senior Grand Warden, your former 
Representative holding another appointment. 

Very respectfully and fraternally 
Your obedient servant, 

STEPHEN BERRY, Grand Secretary. 

Thus, brethren, has chicanery, falsehood alld wrong been 
obliged to yield to justice, truth and the right. 

GRAND LODGE OF WASHINGTON. 

For many years the governing Masonic Grand Bodies, not only 
of this country but throughout the world, have gradually been 
drawing nearer and nearer to each other, not only in the spirit 
of brotherly love and friendship, which especially characterizes 
the Fraternity, but in the laws and regulations established by 
each for the government of their subordinate bodies and the 
inembership owing obedience thereto. One of these laws or 
doctrines, heretofore universally recognized, is that of" exclusive 
jurisdiction," or in other words, that when a Grand Lodge has 
once been established in a given State it should have exclusive 
jurisdiction in that State, and that there cannot be two Grand 
Governing Bodies in the same State, and that any so called 
masonic organization in such State, not yielding obedience to 
and recognized by the Grand Lodge, is not regular but clandes
tine. This doctrine has been repeatedly affirmed by this Grand 
Lodge, for it has sustained New York in its contention against the 

Grand Lodge of Hamburg, Quebec against the Grand Lodge of 
Canada, Louisiana against the Grand Orient of France, and most 
earnestly protested against the Grand Lodge of Ohio acknowledg" 
ing any recognition of the so-called Negro Grand Lodge in that 
State. The comity existing between the several Grand Lodge8 
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in this country has always held that a person hailing from such 
irregular or clandestine lodge in any state should not be rec
ognized or recei ved as a mason by any lodge in any other state. 
It was this comity between Grand Lodges that required me to 
publish in our masonic papers in this state the list of clandes
tine lodges in Ohio (heretofore spoken of), that no member of 
such lodges might gain admission into any of our lodges. 

In the midst of this fraternity and while our Grand Lodges 
, al;e gradually drawing nearer to each other in smaller matters 

of detail, such as perpetual jurisdiction, or how long a lodge 
shall hold jurisdiction over rejected candidates, like a thunder 
bolt out of a clear sky, came the report that the Grand Lodge 
of Washington had voted to recognize as regular masons certain 
persons who could trace their so-called masonic connection to a 
clandestine lodge in Massachusetts. 

The proposition was so astollnding that I refused to believe 
the rumor until I should see the report of its doings. Follow
ing is a copy of the resolutions adopted by the Grand Lodge of 
Washington: 

"Resolved, That, in the opInIOn of this Grand Lodge, Masonry is uni
versal; and, without doubt, neither ·race nor color are among the tesm 
proper to be applied to determine the fitness of a candidate for the degrees 
of Masonry. 

"Resolved, That in view of recognized laws of the Masonic Institution, and 
of facts of history apparently well authenticated and worthy of full credence, 
this Grand Lodge does not see its way clear to deny or question the right of 
its constituent lodges, or of the members thereof, to recognize as brother 
masons, negroes who have been initiated in lodges which can trace their ori
gin to Prince Hall Lodge, No. 459, organized under the warrant of our It. 
W. Brother THOMAS HOWARD, Earl of Effi~gham, Acting Grand Master, 
under the authority of H. R. H. HENRY FREDERICK, Dnke of Cumberland, 
etc., Grand Master of the Most Ancient and Honorable Society of F. & A. 
Masons in England, bearing date September 29, A. L. 57S4, or to our 
R. W. Brother PRINCE HA LL, Master of said lodge; and, in the opinion of this 
Grand Loclge, for the purpose of tracing such origin, the African Grand 
Lodge of Boston, organized in 1S0S-snbsequently known as the Prince Hall 
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, the first African Grand Lodge of North 
America in and for tbe Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, organized in 1S15, 
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and the Hiram Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, may justly be regarded as Ie· 
gitimate Masonic Grand Lodges. 

"Resolved, That while this Granrl Lodge recognizes no difference between 
brethren based upon race or color, yet it is not unmindful of the fact thltt 
the white and colored raceS in tbe United States have in many ways shown 
a preference to remain, in purely social matters, separate and apart. In view 
of this inclination of the two races-Masonry being pre-eminently a social 
Institution,-tbis Grand Lodge deems it to the best interest of Masonry to 
declare tbat if regular masons of African descent desire to establish within 
the State of Washington, lodges confined wholly or chiefly to brethren of 
their race, and shall establish such lodges strictly in accordance with the 
Landmarks of Masonry, and in accordance with Masonic Law as heretofore 
interpreted by masonic tribunals of their own race, and if such lodges shall 
in due time see fit in like manner to erect a Grand Lodge for the better ad
ministration of their affairs, this Grand Lodge, having more regard for the 
good of Masonry than for any mere technicality, will not regard the estab
lishment of such lodges or Grand Lodge as an invasion of its jurisdiction, 
but"as evincing a disposition to conform to its own ideas as to the best inter
ests of the Craft unrler peculiar cIrcumstances; and will ever extend to our 
colored brethr.en its sincere sympathy in every effort to promote the welfare 
of the Craft or inculcate the pure principles of our Art. 

"Resolved, That the Granrl Secretary be instructed to acknowledge receipt 
of the communication from GIllEON S. BAILEY and CON A. RIDEOUT, and for
ward to them a copy of the printed Proceedings of this annual communica
tion of the Grand Lodge, as a response to said communication." 

This action of the Grand LodgE' of Washington has received 
the severest condemnation. Several Grand Lodges have al

ready suspended communication with it and its membership, 
and others have protested most earnestly against the action 
taken. As Representatives have not heretofore been appointed 

between this Grand Lodge and the Grand Lodge of Washington, 
I thought it better to refrr the whole matter to your wisdom 

and discretion. Afterwards I received from M. W. William 
H. Upton, Grand Master, a communication upon the matter, in 
which he says he presumes" that the construction given by the 
Grand Master of Washington to any law or resolution of Wash

ington is a part of that law or resolution until revel'sed by said 
Grand Lodge"; and he claims; 
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"First.-The Grand Lodge of Washington has not recognized any negro 
Grand Lodge or expressed any intention of doing so; lrut it did adopt a re
port of a committee which declared that' no proposal to enter into relations 
with the negro Grand Lodge is involved.' 

"Second.-The Grand Lodge of Washington has not repudiated the Ameri
can doctrine of exclusive jurisdiction, but recognizes tb.at the experiences of 
Massachusetts, New York, South Carolina and other jurisdictions wherein 
two Grand Lodges formerly existed, clearly show that it is not preferable 
that there should be but one Grand Lodge in any state in this Union." 

He claims that the third resolution related solely to their 
own internal affairs and says: 

"We had our choice of two courses, we could charter lodges of negro 
masons, healing any that we found irregular, had we desired to do so, for 
the most rabid of our critics seemed not yet to have formally denied that we 
possess the exclusive right to decide, for ourselves, what masons and lodges 
within our territniai limits we will regard as regular" * * * *;" and 
so we adopted a modus vivendi that seemed to us, at the time, not wholly 
without merit. Inasmuch as we declared our purpose to tolerate no colored 
lodges except such as should be ' established strictly in accordance with the 

landmarks of Masonry,' I do not see how the legality of our action can be 
questioned, except by denying that, subject to the landmarks, the Grand 
Lodge of Washington' has supreme jurisdiction over all matters of Ancient 
Craft Masonry' in this state, and has the sole right to decide what lodges 
in this state she will regard as regular. " 

And that no injustice may be done him or the masons of his 
state, I file his full letter with this report that the committee 

may examine the same. 
This letter I answered as follows: 

GRAND LODGE OF MAINE, FREE AND ACCEPTED MASONS. 

OFFICE OF THE GRAND MASTER, 
PORTLAND, February 20, 1899. 

M. W. WILLIAM H. UPTON, Grand Master oj Masons, 
Walla Walla, Washinytlln. 

M. W. SIR AND DEAR BROTHER:-Sickness and an accumulation of pro
fessional: matters, demanding attention, have prevented an early answer to 
your favor of January 4th. When first informed that the M. W. Grand 
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Lodge of W38hington had declared that lodges of colored or negro m38ons, so 
called, in this country, that could trace their origin to Prince Hall Lodge or 
the African Lodge existing in Boston were legitimate, and that the members 
thereof were entitled to brotherly recognition as masons, I could not believe 
the truth of the allegation, for s\\ch an act, I felt, would deny to the Grand 
Lodge of Massachusetts that exclusive territorial jurisdiction in that State 
which has heretofore been admitted by all regularly duly constituted Grand 
Lodges in this country and in Great Britain. Accordingly I decided to pay 
no attention to the matter until I should receive the report of the Proceed
ings of your Granrl Lodge. I have since carefully examined the report of the 
committee adopted by the Grand Lodge of W38hington, as appears on pages 
50-60, Proceedings of 1898, and with a feeling of deep sadness, for I fear 
that either the M. W. Gralld Lodge of W38hington must rescind its action 
in that matter or be cut off from masonic communication with other Grand 
Lodges in this conntry. In the meanwhile your letter was received before 
I W38 able to attend to any business, and requires an answer. 

You say (on page 2 of your letter) : 
First.-" The Grand Lodge of Washington have not recognized any negro 

Grand Lodge, or expressed any intention' of doing so." True it is h38 not 
for several negro Grand Lodges were mentioned; bnt the report of the 
committee does say (page 57) 'that persons initiaterl in so-called negro lodges 
which can trace their origin to Prince Hall, or Prince Hall Lodge, No. ' 459, 
are as fully entitled to the name of masons and to brotherly recognition as 
any other m380ns in the world," and the report including these words was 
adopted. Certainly there cannot be any double meaning in these words 
quoted, and, when taken in connection with the resolutions recommended 
and adopted, is a recognition of these negro Grand Lodges or of any negro 
Grand Lodge that can trace its origin to Prince Hall. Your committee re
ports (page 51, referring to the two petitioners,) • for what they really seek 
is recognition of the right of the bodies in which they were initiated to make 
masons.' I ask you frankly, how can I understand, notwithstanding your 
denial above stated, that your Grand Lodge had not by its action recognized 
the right sought. You say, 

Seeond.-" The Grand Lorlge of Washington has not repudiated the 
'American doctrine of exclusive jurisdiction.'" In the report of Proceed
ings of your Grand Lodge (page 52) you statc that" On March 6, 1775, an 

army lodge, warranted by the Grand Lodge of England" * * * "ini
tiate<;iPrince Hall and 'fourteen other colorerl men of BosLOn into the myster- , 
ies of Freemasonry." * * * "These fifteen brethren were probably 
authorized by the lodge which made them-according to the custom of the 
day-to assemble as a lodge. At le38t they did so, but it does not appear 
that they did any work until after they were regularly warranted." Your 
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report states that a warrant was issued to them September 29, 1784, as 
Afril(an Lodge, No. 459, with Prince Hall as Master, but not received until 
May 2, 1787, and that the lodge was organized four days later. 

Right here is a fact your committee aud the Grand Lodge of Washington 
have apparently overlooked. In 1773 the Provincial Grand Lodge of Massa
chusetts asserted its right to supreme control, and declared that" neither 
the lodge at Castle William, nor any other traveling lodge has any right to 
make masons of any citizens. " This action by the Provincial Grand Lodge 
of Massachusetts, with which or its successor (established March 8, 1777) 
the Grand Lodges of Washington and Maine are in affiliation, precludes 
any admission on our part of the legitimacy or regular standing of any lodge 
or body of masons in the State of Massachusetts not recognized by the Grand 
Lodge of Massachusetts. Again, in 1797, the following was made a part of 
the constitution of that Grand Lodge: "The Grand Lodge of Massachu
setts will not hold communication with, or admit as visitors, any masons 
residing in this state, who hold authority under, and acknowledge the 
supremacy of any foreign Grand Lodge." Afterwards, in 1797, Prince Hall 
"issued a license to thirteen black men, who had been made masons in 
England, to asernble and work as a lodge in Philadelphia; and another 
lodge was organized by his authority in Providence, R. I." " In 1808 these 
three lodges joined in forming the African Grand Lodge of Boston." 

Is there any evidence anywhere to be found that Prince Hall possessed 
any authority whatever to issue such a license to these masons in Phila
delphia? Certainly the charter, he and his associates received, gave no such 
authority, and he and the members of Prince Hall or African Lodge are 
l imited in authority by that charter. If the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts 
had exclusive jllrisdiction in Massachusetts, which you do not deny but 
admit, what standing, I pray you, had this African Lodge or the African 
Grand Lodge of Boston which was formed in 1808? None whatever. Said 
African Grand Lodge was illegitimate from the beginning and not legally 
organized. 

Giving that due comity, recognized between nations and states and here
tofore between all of the Grand Lodges in this country, to the Grand Lodge 
of Massachusetts, which you claim for .your own state, under what principle 
of right and equity can the Grand Lodge of Washington recognize any lodge 
as" duly constituted" which receives its charter from 0.1' under said African 
Lodge, which is itself a n illegitimate body. This is not a new question with 
~s, for in 1876 M. W. Bro. JOSIAH H. DIWMblOND made a very full and ex
haustive report upon this subj ect to the Grand Lodge of Maine. [Proceed
ings 1876, pages 179 to 187.] 

As to the construction to be put upon the language of the Grand Lodge 
of Washington and the report of its committee, the rule of law is clear and , , 
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precise, recognized throughout the world, that the ordinary meaning of the 
words used is to govern. 

On page 4 of your letter you say: "I do not see how the legality of our 
action can be questioned, except by denying that, subject to the landmarks, 
the Grand Lodge of Washington has supreme jurisdiction over all matters 
of Ancient Craft Masonry in this state, and has the sole right to decide 
what lodges in this state she will regard as regular." Now my dear Brother, 
must you not in justice grant the same rights to the Grand Lodge of Massa
chusetts which you havc in this quotation claimed for your own Grand 
Lodge? That Grand Lodge has decided that Prince Hall had no right or 

. authority to establish other Lodges ; that the African Grand Lodge, after-
wards organized within its jurisdiction by the African Lodge and the two 
lodges wrongfully warranted by him, was not regular. In view of these 
facts can the Grand Lodge of Washington consistently, having a due regard 
to the comity it owes to the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, declare that. a 
lodge established ill Massachusetts· under authority of Prince Hall or Prince 
Hall Lodge or the African Grand Lodge shall be called regular, even in 
Washington. I cannot believe you will hold to this position, your attention 
having been called to it. Until the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts shall 
recognize Price Hall Lodge and its offtipring I do not see how any other 
Grand Lodge can consistently do so. It is better to rectify an error than 
persist in the wrong. We are all liable to err, and when we find that the 
consensus of opinion of our peers is against us it is our duty to yield to that 
opinion. 

Trusting that the Grand Lodge of Washington at its next annual meeting 
will yield to the opinion of the other Grand Lodgfls in this country and with
draw from the position it has taken, I remain, 

Yours Fraternally, 
JOSEPH A. LOCKE, Grand. Master. 

I received a very gentlemanly reply to my lettel;, which I file 
with this report for the use of the committee. 

I cannot believe that the members of the Grand Lodge of 
Washington will adhere to their former action when they under

stand fully what they have done. I presume the report of the 
committee was adopted without a serious discussion of the ques- . 

tions involved, as is too apt to be done when members of the 
committee hold high official positions and are well known. That 

the committee made a grevious error is evident. , 
"Ve can but hope that tbe Grand Lodge of Washington may 



Grand Lodge 0/ Maine. 21 9 

receive full information of the result of .its action as made 
known to the M. W. Gra.nd Master, and hasten to correct it, 
that peace and harmony may agai n prevail and that said Grand 
Lodge, it:> subordinates and membership, be not cut off from 
masonic communication with th eir brethren throughout; the 
country. 

I do not reeommend suspension of masonic communicat:on. 
It is, however, our duty to protest again st this actlOn taken by 

th e Grand Lodge of W ashington. Let it be done firmly but 
kindly, ex tending the olive branch of peace with the hope it 
may be accepted and the error made be rectified. There are 

many, many true masons in 'Vashin gton, who, I feel assured, 
will endeavor to have this wrong corrected. 

ANNIVERSARY OF TIIB DBATH OF BRO. GEORGE WASHINGTON. 

Communications have heen received from the committee hav
ing in charge the commemoration of the One Hundredth Anni
versary of the death of Bro. George Washington, relative to the 

programme for masonic servi~s on that occasion, and in regard 
to providing the ways and means for carrying out the same, 
which communications I file with this report for examination by 
the committee. 

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 

I wish again to call your attention to the report of the Com
mittee on Foreign Correspondence from the hand of M. W. Bro. 

Drummond. In it you will find discussed many question.;; of 
great interest to the fraternity, including the action taken by 
the Grand Lodge of Washington to which I have referred. 

Through those reports you will learn what other Grand Loages 
are doing, and thus acquire a knowledge of Freema,sonry 

throughout this country and the world. No mason in this state, 
who wishes to be well informed in masonic affairs and events, 

can afford not to examine it thoroughly. 
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Brethren :-1 shall soon surrender the high t,rust with which 
your partiality first invested me two years since. I wish to 
thank you, one and all, officers and members, for courtesies ex
tended and assistance rendered whenever opportunity offered, 

and especially am I under obligations to Wor. Bro. William J . 
Burnham, our Grand Marshal, whose assistance on all occasions 
has been most invaluahle. I am also under obligations to M. W. 
Bro. Josiah H. Drummond, and to our Grand Recorder, Bro. 

Berry, for assistance courteously extended. 
Seven years have I served you as an officer in this Grand 

Lotlge. I have been highly honored, not only by office, but by 
your good will and confidence made manifest on all occasions. 
This to me is of priceless value. In return I have ever trifld 

to do my whole duty. How well I have succeeded is for you 

to judge. 
The memory of past events, not only in connection with this 

Grand Lodge, but also with the Grand Chapter and Grand Com
mand(!ry, will furnish pleasant reminiscences to beguile away 
many an hour in the future when needing rest and recreation. 

As masons, following the teachings of our Fraternity, may 
• we ever be ready to extend 

" An arm of aid to the weak, 
A friendly hand to the friendless; 

Kind words so short to speak, 
But whose echo is endless. 

The world is wide, these things are small 
They may be nothing, but they are all. " 

JOSEPH A. I"OCKE, Grand Master. 

GR.AND LODGE OF MAINE. 

OF}' I CE OF THE GRAND LECTURER, 

SABATTOS, M};., April 24, 1899. 
To Most Worshipful JOSEPH A. LOCKE, 

Grand Master of Masons in Maine. 
Pursuant to your order, masonic conventions were held during the past 
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,year at Rockland, Houlton amI Lewi~ton; also a special convention at 

Clinton. 
At Rockland, August 26, 1898, a very large and enthusiastic convention, 

and a departure in some respects from the usual character. 
The forenoon was spent in carefully studying the work and lectures so far 

as time permitted. 
Mt. Olivet Lodge, No. 203, exemplified the work of the E. A. degree, 

and Amity Lodge, No.6, that of the F. C. degree during the afternoon, 
and Rockland Lodge, No. 79, that of M. M. ill the evening. The work of 
Amity and l~ockland Lodges was remarkably perfect, and would be a rev
elation to the majority of the lodges in our state. The work of all the lodges 
showed careful preparation, and great credit is due to R. W. Bro. PETER

SON, D. D. G. M. 
There were preseflt 3 Permanent Members of the Grand Lodge, 5 D. D. 

G. M. 's, 16 Masters, 36 other officers, 21 Past Masters, 132 members, and 
25 lodges were represented. The brethren of Rockland furnished a supper 
to the visitors, and in many respects this was one of the most imccessfnl 
couventions ever held in our state. 

At Houlton, September 16, 1898. Although this convention was called 
especially for Aroostook and Northern Maine, the attendan_ce was very 
small. Not a lodge in District No. 1 was represented. The D. D. G. M. '8 

of Districts No.5, 20, and 25 were present, and counting those Deputies as 
Representatives, six lodges were represented. Those present were interested 
to learn, and the convention was profitable to them. All the work and 
lectures were carefully studied. 

At Lewiston, September 27, 1898, was held a most successful convention, 
there being present a large number of Officers and Permanent Members of 
the Grand Lodge, twelve District Deputy Grand Masters, and the Repre
sentatives' of twenty-seven lodges. 

The work of all three degrees was carefully and systematically studied, and 
I think this meeting was in all respects as profitable a convention as I have 
ever attended. 

In response to earnest and oft repeated requests from the brflthren of the 
7th district, a special convention was held at Clinton on Dec. 20, 1898. 

The lodges in that district were well represented, and different lodges ex
emplified the work of the several degrees in a very creditable manner. I 
made such corrections and gave such instruction as seemed to be necessary 
and profitable, and I am assured that much good has resulted from that 
meeting. District Deputy Grand Master Ward is entitled to mnch credit 
for its inception and success. 

I have been invited to attend several district conventions during the year, 
and would have gladly been present had not other duties prevented. 

Yours fraternally, FRANK E. SLEEPER, Grand Lecturer. 
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OFFICE OF THE GRAND MASTER, 
Hamilton, Ohio, September 8, A. D. 1898, A. L . 589~. 

BRETHREN:-The following Lodges, boasting obedience to a so-called 
Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, organized in opposition 
to the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Ohio, are irregular, clandestine 
and ullmasonic: 

Ahiman, . .... . .... . . ... . . Newark. Linton, .. ........ .. .... Cincinnati. 
All iance, ... ........ .. . .. Alliance. Massillon, ..... . . ...... . Massillon . 
Alpha, ... . . . . . . .. ...... Cleveland. Mt. Tabor, .. . ... ...... Chillicothe. 
Bismark, .. . .. .. ...... Cincinnati. Myrtle . . . .. ..... ..... ·Mt. Vernon. 

Brighton, .......... . .. . Cincinnati. New England, ..... .. Worthington. 

Columbia, ... ........ , .. Columbus. Olentangy, ....... . . . ... Colum bus. 
Dumah ....... . . . . .. . .. Springfi~ld. Painesville, . . . ~ .. ' ... .. Painesville. 
Eureka . . . .... ... ..... . Cincinnati. Progress, .. . ... . . .. ..... Cleveland. 
Franklin, . .... . . . ...... Columbus. Salem, ... . ............ New Salem. 
Gem City, . ... " ... . ..... . Dayton. Scioto Valley, ' .. . .... Portsmouth. 
Globe, . . ...... . . ..... ..... Toledo. Surprise, .. .... .. . . Olmstead Falls. 
Hiram, ................... Canton. Summit, ..... .. ........... Akron. 

Independence, ........ Youngstown. Victor, . . .. ' , . ... .. .. .. Cleveland. 
Lessing, . . . . ..... .. ...... . Toledo. Vinton, .... . . . ...... .... Galloway. 
Lincoln. . . . . . . . . ......... Toledo. Washington, ... ...... .. Cincinnati. 
Lincoln, .. .. ..... ' ....... Cleveland. West Mansfield, ... West Mansfield. 
Lincoln Goodale, ........ Columbus. 

Perdons holding membership in any of said lodges~ or allegiance to said 
pretended Grand Lodge, must be excluded from all regular lodges of masons. 

Given under my hand and the Great Seal of the Grand Lodge on the day 
and year above written. 

NELSON WILLIAMS, Grana Master. 

Attest: J . H. BROMWELL, Grana Secretary. 

LUrA, Sept. 14, 1898. 
STEPHEN MERRY, ESQ., 

Grana Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Maine, Portland. 
DEAR SIR AND BRO:-Your favor of Aug. 4th is at hand and its contents 

were ,a surprise to me. 
Many years ago, in this revolutionary country, several members of the 

Supreme Council of the A. & A. Scotch Rite, to be' able to work against 
said council when convenient, formed what they called the Grand Orient 
of Peru. Francisco Mariatigue was then Grand Commander, (I thin k 1863,) 
and his son of same name got up the revolution and called himself Grand 
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Master, taking with him almost all of the masonic bodies then existing. 
Bad management, arbitrary acts, &c., soon bronght down said body ·and the 
lodgeslreturned to the Supreme Conncil ,except one foreign lodge in Callao, 
which being composed of Scotchmeu, got a charter from the Grand Lodge 
of Scotland, from which beginning eleven lodges were formed under said 
Grand Lodge, and were governed directly by a Provincial Grand Lodge. 
The Grand Orient kept up an appearance of life, though it had none in 
reality, and never held any meetings nor had any subordinates, and was pro
nOllllced spurious by Council and Provincial Grand Lodge of Scotland. 
Arthur M. Wholey was called Grand Secretary and several were called 
Grand Masters. Said Wholey was an Englishman, a bad character, and 
when he died twelve years ago, the Grand Orient died with him. 

As the Orient had no masonic connections anywhere, they took up with 
the spnrious Supreme Council of the U. S. and the Negro Grand Lodges in two 
~tates. When the Grand Commander died, (Souza Ferreyra) twelve years 
ago, the Lieut. Grand Commander, finding that he would not be elected 
Grand Commander (Sanchez Silva), tried the old game of starting again the 
Grand Orient and gave a decree as acting Grand Commander, separating the 
symbolic Lodges from the council and placing them under the jurisdiction of 
said Orient, with the intention of becoming Grand Master and forcing the 
election in his favor as Grand Commander, when he would again kick over 
the Grand Orient as no longer of any use. The lodges, however, did not know 
what to do, there was no Grand Orient to go to: no Grand Master, Grand 
Secretary, or any other officer existed. In their trouble the idea arose to 
form a real Grand Lodge of Peru, free and independent and in the York 
Rite. This idea was seconded by the lodges of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, 
the Provincial Grand Lodge declared its labors finished and returned its 
charter, and the true Grand Lodge of Peru was formed, which the Grand 
Lodge of Maine was the first to recognize, and which I ' had the honor 
to represent. Up to tlfe Dam question, now happily finished, the Grand 
Lodge walked in the straight path of true masonry, and has never recognized 
or held intercourse with any spurious Gr·and Body, nor with the Grand 
Orient of France or Rome, and I trust and believe never will. I have re
ceived your proceedings; many thanks for same . . With usual kind wishes 
and respects to the Grand Master and Brethren of Maine, 

I am, Dear Sir and Brother, 
Very sincerely and fraternally yours, 

F. L . CJWSBY. 

The address and accompanying documents were 
referred to the Committee on the Doings of the Grand 
Officers. 
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GRAND TREASURER'S R EPORT. 

The Grand Treasurer submitted his annual report 
as follows: 

To the Master, Wardens and Members of the Grand L odge of Maine. 

In compliance with the constitution, the subscriber submits a report of 
his transactions, exhibiting the amount received and paid out during the 
masonic year, and on what account. 

1898. RKCEII'TS. 

May 3. By cash balance, .. . . . .. .. .... . . ... . ...... . . . ... .. $ 5,926.95 

June 17. 

27. 

1899. 
Mar. 14. 

16. 

17. 

20. 
21. 

23. 
24. 

30. 
April 1. 

4. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

" 

" 

from Grand Secretary, charter Mount Bige-
low Lodge, .. . ... . . .... . ... .. . . . . . . .. . . 30.00 

Charter David A. Hooper Lodge, . . .. .. .. . . 30.00 

Charter Mount Olivet Lodge, .. . .. . ... .. .. . 30.00 
from Joseph A. Locke, Grand Master, dis-

pensations to lodges at various dates, . . . . . 18.00 
from District Deputy Grand Masters as fol-

lows: 
Everett H. Fisher, 2d District, . . .. . . . . 
Edward F. Davis. 4th District, .. . .. . .. " 
Frank A. Peterson, 9th District, . .... . .. . 
Isaac P. Gooch, 19th District,,' .. . . .. " .. . 
Robert W. Carr, 14th District, .. ... . . . . . 
Herman W. S. Lovejoy, 13th District, . . . 
James E. Wentworth, 8th District, ..... . 
Isaac F. J ewett, 18th District, .. ... ..... . 
.Tames E. Parsons, 21st District, ... . .... . 
Herbert S. Sleeper, 1st Distrret, .. .. . .. . . 
Edwin A. Reed, 20th District, .. .. . .... . 
Levi E. Jones, 11th District, . .. .. . . .... . 
Harlan P. Babb, 17th District, . ... .. .. . . 
Fred H. Savage, 5th District, . . . .. . .... . . 
Albert W. Ward, ith District, .. ... ... . . . 
G. Harris Foster, 3d District, .. . . .. , .... . 
James H. Witherell, 12th District, . ... . . . 
Arthur C. Ricker, 16th District, . . . . . . .. . 
James H. Howes, 15th District, ... .. . ... . 
Fred C. Barton, 6th District, . . .. .. . ... " 
George H. Goding, 24th District, ..... ... . 
J . Frank Bryson, 25th District, .. . .. .. . . . 

148.00 
172.40 
386. ~0 

254.60 
325.40 
218.40 
150.00 
165.00 
296.00 
128.20 
106.80 

403. 80 
540.20 
269.40 
157.60 
182.00 
196.40 
244.20 
244.00 
274.20 

332.80 
107.60 



22. 
25. 
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George M. Bond, 22d District, . . .. . . .... . 
Willard T. Marr, 10th District, ....... .. . 
Frank H. Dexter, 23d District, . ........ . 

225 

192.40 
205.20 
159.00 

26. By cash from Stephen Berry, Grand Secretary, Reg-

1898. 
5. 

II. 

20. 
24. 

July i9. 

28. 

istrations, Diplomas, etc., .......... ... . . 

" from Grand Chapter, 3-10 expense Grand 
Secretary's office, . . . . . . . . . . . ... . ...... . 

" from Grand Commandery, 2-10 expense Gr. 
Secretary's office, .... ............. .. .. . 

" interest on deposits, .... . ... '" ..... . .. .. . 

DISBURSBMENTS. 

6.68 

144.55 

96.06 
44.24 

$12,186.28 

To cash paid orders Committee on Pay HolI, ... ..... :$ 2,085.36 

" 

" 

" 

" 

" 
" 
" 

" 

" 
" 

" 

" 

" 

Miss Langhlin, clerk to Committee on 
Pay Roll, . ..... .. . ... .. . ..... .. .. . 

Walter S. Smith, Grand Organist, .... . 
American Bank Note Co., Diplomas, .. . 
Warren Lodge, 63 copies Lodge His-

tory and postage, ... . . ...... ... ... . 
Miss Stetson, stenographer for Commit-

tee on Correspondence, ............ . 
J. S. Conover, books for library, .... .. 
Smith and Sale, two bills for advertis-

ing in Masonic Journal, .... ...... . . 
A. D. Pearson, two bills for. binding Pro-

ceedings, ......................... . 
Board Masonic Trustees, use of halls, .. 
Portland Savings Bank, rent of offices, 
Mrs. Norah O'Toole, care of offices, .. .. 
Warren O. Carney, Grand Tyler, ser-

vices and expenses, ....... .. . ..... . 
Stephen Berry, Grand Secretary, salary, 

printing Proceedings, ... ... .. ...... . 
mailing Proceedings, postage, etc, ... . 

printing circulars, envelopes, etc., .. . 
printing letter heads, notices, edicts, 

etc., . .. ..... .. ..... . .. . ........ . 
mail and .express, . . .. . ............ . 
incidentals for office, . .... . .. ..... .. 

Marquis :1<'. King, Gr. Treasurer, salary, 
and surety bond, .. . . . .. . .......... . 

" stamps, envelopes and expressage .... .. 

10.00 
10.00 

100.00 

51.22 

37.50 
13.00 

10.00 

36.95 
125.00 
400.00 

56.00 

74.70 
500.00 
833.99 

37.13 
12.35 

23.80 
52.25 
25.83 

250.00 
6.50 
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July 28. Tu cash paid Josiah H. Drummond, Chairman Com
mittee on F oreign Correspondence, .. 

" Joseph A. Locke, Gr. Master, expenses, 

" D. D. Gr. Masters, expenses as follows: 
Herbert S. Sleeper, 1st Dis trict, .... . 
Everett H. Fisher, 2d District, .. ... . 
G. Harris Foster, 3d District, .. . . . . . 
Edward F. Davis, 4th District, . .... , 
Fred H. Savage, 5th District, .. ..... . 
Fred C. Barton, 6th District, ....... . 
Albert W. Ward, 7th District, .. ... . 
James E. Wentworth, 8th District,. 
Frank A. Peterson, 9th District, ... . 
Willard T. Marr, 10th District, . ... . 
Lev i E. Jones, 11th District, . . . . . . .. 
.Tames H. Witherell, 12th District, .. . 
Herman W. S. Lovejoy, 13th District,. 
Hobert W. Carr, 14th District, . .. .. . 
James H. Howes, 15th District, .... . 
Arthur C. Hicker, 16th District . ... . 
Harlan P. Babb, 17th District, ..... . 
I saac F. J ewett, 18th District, . . ... . 
Isaac P. Gooch, 19th District, ...... . 
Edwin A. Heed, 20th District, ..... . 
J ames E . Parsons, 21st District, .. .. . 
George M . . Bond, 22d District, .. . .. . 
Frank H. Dexter, 23d District, ... . .. 

[May, 

100.00 
68.92 

13.50 
14.00 
26.55 
26.00 
36.11 
13.65 
23.00 
18.50 
18.78 
33.90 
22.15 
25.68 
33.60 
11.70 
31.95 
23. 70 
10.44 
24. 59 
10.00 
20.95 
20.55 
24.75 

George H. Goding, 24th District., . . . 16.35 
J. Frank Bryson, 25th District, ... . 10. 25 

" Frank E. Sleeper, Grand Lecturer, by 
vote of Grand Lodge, ... . . .. . ..... . 

Expense Hockland Convention, . .... . . 
Expense Houlton Convention, .... . ... . 
Expense Lewiston Convention, . ..... . . 
Expense Clinton Convention, (haL) ... . 
postage and expressage, .. .. . . . . . .... . 

25. 00 
24.85 
34.70 

7.90 
5.50 
.92 

Total Expenditures, ...... . .. . . ....... .... .. . . , . ...... .. .... $5,529.02 
Balance to new account, ... ... . ..... ... .. , .. .. .. . .. .. . ..... . .. . 6,657.26 

Hespectfully submitted, $12,186.28 
MAHQUIS F . KING, Grand T,.ea.~lll'el'. 

Referred to the Committee of Finance. 
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GRAND SECRETARY'S REPORT. 

The Grand Secretary reported as follows: 

MASONIC HALL, PORTLAND, May 2, 1899. 
To the M. W. Grand Lodge oj Maine. 

The duties of Grand Secretary have been faithfully and promptly dis
charged during the past year. 

No brother has registered during the past year, and but one remains upon 
the rolls. 

One application has been received for a hospital free bed for an aged 
brother suffering with cancer on the lip. I advised the lodge to raise the 
necessary amount by contribution, as was done in another case, where I had 
the pleasure of seeing the brother at the hospital making an excellent re
covery after a serious operation. 

The returns show the great fatality of the gale of November 27th. An
cient Land-Mark, Casco and Naskeag Lodges each show a member lost on 
board the Steamer Portland, while nine others are reported lost in the same 
gale with other vessels. Aurora Lodge two (master mariners), King Da
vid's one, Rockland two, Island three (master mariners), and Pleiades one. 

In the army two deaths are reported, Northern Star Lodge, its junior 
Warden, and Composite Lodge, a member. 

None are reported lost in the navy although Maine is largely represented 
in that branch of the service. 

I suggest to the lodges the importance of preserving their annual re
turns by binding. Next to the records, they are the most valuable property, 
and they show the yearly standing of the lodge in a way that the records do 
not. By keeping them in a separate place from the records, an additional 
safeguard against fire is secured. The cost of binding is trivial, and the fre
quent use of those in the Grand Lodge archives, where bound copies have 
been preserved for over thirty years, shows how interesting and valuable 
they are. Where copies have been lost they can be furnished at a small 
expense for copying. Fraternally submitted, 

STEPHEN BERRY, Grand Secl·etary. 

Referred to the Committee on Doings of the 

Grand Officers. 

JURISDICTION OF DEERING LODGE. 

Bro. JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND submitted the follow

. ing resolution, which was referred to the Committee 

on Dispensation and Charters: 

16 G. L. 
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Voted, That the jurisdiction of Deering Lodge, No. 183, be, 
and remain until the further order of the Grand Loqge, as it 

was before the annexation of the City of Deering to the City of 
Porthllld. 

RETURNS. 

The Grand Secretary submitted the following 
report of the Committee on Returns, which was ac
cepted: 

MASONIC HALL, PORTI_AND, Tuesday, May 2, 1899. 
To the M. ,W. Grand Lodge oj Maine. 

Your Committee on Returns would report that returns have been received 
from all the 195 chartered lodges. 

The following summary shows the comparison with the last foUl' years: 

1896. 1898 . . 

lnitiated, .................. 850 ....... 831. .... .. 746 ...... . 774 ....... 710 
Raised, . .... . . .... . . . . ...... 823 . . .... . 837 ....... 721. ... . .. 768 . .... . . 702 
Affiliated, ....... . ...... .. .. 124 .. ... .. 137 .. . . .. . 118 . ...... 80....... 95 
Re-instated, .. .... .. ..... . " 52... .... 50.. ..... 59....... 54.. ..... 70 
Dimitted, ...... . ......... . 224 ..... . . 209 . .. .... 160 ....... 169 ....... 200 
Died, ... . ...... ...... . ... . 372 ....... 366 . .. ... . 339 ..... . .407 ....... 419 
Suspended, . . . . . . . .. ... . .... 1 . . . . . . . 0....... 1.. . . . . . 0.. . . . . . 1 
Expelled, . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. 2. . . . . . . 3. . . . . . . 2.. . .... 2 . . ... . , 2 
Susp. from membership, .... 207 ... . ... 283 ....... 224 ....... 305 .. . .... 271 
Deprived of membership, .... 6 ..... .. 22 .. .. ... 18 ....... 13 . ...... 15 
Number of members, ..... 21,809 .. .. 21,953 . .. . 22,085 ... . 22, 19l. .. . 22,165 
Rejected, ......... .. ....... 172 ....... 222 ....... 174 ....... 196 . ...... 149 

The initiations have decreased 8U per cent, and the raised 87f per cent.; 
the affiliations have increased 18% per cent. and the restorations 30 per 
cent. 

The dimissions have increased 157f per cent., and the deaths 3 per cent. ; 
, the suspensions from membership have fallen off 11 per ·cem. The result is 
a loss in membership of 26. The death rate is nearly 19 to a thousand 

against 18>Jllast year and 15>Jl in 1897. 
The accompanying abstract will show the work in detail. 

Fraternally submitted, 

STEPHEN BERRY, } 
MOSES TAl'f, Committee. 
JAMES H. WITHERELL, 
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ABSTRACT OF RETURNS, 1899. 

Nos. 
I 

LODGES. 

1 Portland .... .... 
2 Warren _ .. ... ... .. .... 
3 Li ncoln , .. ........... 
4 Hancock •.•. . ..... .. . 
5 Kennebec, . . . ... . ... . 
6 Amity; . . •• ... .. . ... 
7 Enstern, ... .. .. ...... 
8 United, ............. 
9 Saco, ..... . _ .•.• 

10 Rising Virtue, .... .. 
11 Pythagorean, .. ... . . 
12 Cumberland , .. .. . . ... 
1:3 Oriental, ......... ... 
14 Solar, ... ........... 
15 Orient, . ...... ....... 
16 St. George, ........... 
17 Ancient Lllndma rk, . . 
18 Oxford, . .. •. ... . ... 
19 Felicity, . .. . . . .. . .. . 
20 Mlline, . .....•••. . . .. 
21 Oriental Stllr, ... .... 
22 york, . ....... .•. . .. 
28 Freeport, . .... .... .. . 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

4 Phoonix, . . ... . . .. . . . 
5 Temple, .. .... .. ... . 
6 Village, .. . . . 
7 Adoniram, ... .. ..... . 
8 Northern Stllr, ...... . 
9 'i'ranq uil, . . . . ........ 

30 Blazing Star, ....•. . . 
31 Union, .............. 
32 Hermon, . . . •... 
3:3 Waterville, . ..... ... 
34 Somerset, .. . . . . .. . . . 
35 Bethlehem, ... .. .. . . 
36 Casco, . . . • .. . . .. .. .. 
37 Washingtoll, .. 
38 Harmony, .... .. 
39 Penobscot, . ..••. . ... 
40 Lygonia, ...... ...... 
41 Morning Star, .. . . ... 
42 Freedom, . .... . ... .. . 
43 Alna, ..•.... ....• . . 
44 P isca taquis, .. . 
4.5 Central, . .... ... .. , 
46 St. Croix, . .... .. 
47 Dunlap, .... ........ 
48 Lafayette, _ . ....... . . 
49 Meridian Splendor, ... 
50 Aurora, ... ......... . 
51 St. John's, ........... 

-d 
.'!5 
'" :0 

'" .... 

7 
7 
1 
2 
4 
[. 
1 
Z 
3 
2 
2 
7 
5 
4 
1 
1 
5 
4 
0 
2 

16 
(; 

8 
0 
3 
1 
4 
2 
9 

11 
1 

16 
\) 

4 
15 
5 
b 
3 
0 
4 
1 
3 
0 
2 
0 
4 
8 
3 
6 
4 
6 

-d 
-d ~ ., 5 -d ~ '" ., 
:= '9 .:5 !fI '" " ~ .«: ~ 

7 1 0 
7 () 0 
3 0 0 
2 1 0 
3 2 J 
6 2 0 
4 0 0 
() 2 0 
D 1 0 
2 1 1 
3 0 0 
8 0 2 
6 1 0 
:i 1 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 1 
4 I 0 
5 0 0 
2 1 0 
2 2 1 

15 
., 

2 ., 
tJ 1 0 
6 0 0 
0 0 II 
I 0 0 
1 0 0 
5 1 (I 

D 1 4 
8 3 2 

12 3 0 
1 0 0 

15 3 1I 
8 0 2 
5 0 0 

15 3 0 
5 0 0 
4 0 0 
2 0 1 
1 1 0 
6 0 1 
1 0 1} 

3 0 0 
0 0 0 
2 0 0 
0 0 1 
5 0 0 
;~ 

!J 
1 

3 0 
5 0 
3 

&1 
0 

7 0 

N. P. Dues. ----
-d -d oJ -d ., 

-d 
., 

"d "d 
., 

~ " 
., 

" ;;:{ 
~ 's -d " " ... c. c. ~ " '" 

0 _ 

A A " >< " A rn r"I rn 

1 t! 0 0 1 4 
0 6 0 0 1 0 
0 2 0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 2 0 0 0 0 
2 1 0 0 4 0 
1 5 0 0 0 0 
0 5 0 0 0 0 
1 1 0 0 0 0 
1 6 0 0 1 0 
2 2 0 0 1 0 
1 2 0 0 0 0 
3 5 0 0 0 0 
2 7 0 0 1 0 
1 6 0 0 7 0 
1 2 0 0 (I 0 
I 9 0 0 0 0 
3 6 0 0 1 0 
2 3 0 0 II 0 
1 0 0 0 0 0 
1 2 0 0 2 0 
0 1 0 0 0 0 
4 4 0 0 4 0 
(I 7 0 0 0 0 
0 1 0 0 0 0 
1 1 0 0 0 0 
] 2 · 0 0 0 0 
3 2 0 0 7 0 
2 6 0 0 0 0 
1 1 0 0 0 0 
5 3 0 0 1 0 
1 [, 0 0 6 0 
1 3 0 0 0 0 
0 3 0 0 () 0 
3 4 0 0 2 0 
3 2 0 0 4 0 
0 1 0 0 0 0 
3 2 0 0 9 0 
0 2 0 0 0 0 
4 7 0 0 14 0 
2 a 0 0 [, 0 
.0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 2 0 0 0 0 
2 1 0 0 0 2 
0 6 0 0 2 0 
1 9 0 0 0 0 
2 5 0 0 () 0 
1 :3 0 0 0 0 
1 0 0 0 3 0 
1 7 0 0 16 0 
2 3 0 0 2 0 

229 

.-

11 ., 
,0 

S -d ., 
~ ;;:{ 

" 0 E Z 

339 1 
101 0 

74 0 
79 0 

152 0 
190 0 
116 0 
127 2 
128 2 
156 2 
91 0 
71 1 

155 0 
256 1 
154 1 
99 0 

HO 5 
164 1 
101 2 
113 1 
190 4 
115 1 
136 1 
155 0 
79 0 
92 ·0 
62 0 
88 1 

256 1 
155 2 
108 0 
333 4 
224 3 
170 () 

293 0 
161 2 
91 0 

12li 0 
143 1 
213 0 
104 0 
36 0 

136 0 
109 1 
105 0 
184 1 
242 6 

97 1 
85 0 

260 1 
103 1 
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N _0_9_. __ L_O_dg~es_' __ --,;--II_n.--',.I_R.I A. I R. II D·I D iS., E. \Nl·lJDes. \ Mem·1 R. ' . 

52 Mosaic,......... .. . 11 12 
53 Rural,..... . . . . . . . 6 10 
54 Vassalboro, .. . ..... l ' 1 
55 ' Fraternal,. . . . . . . .. 0 0 
56 Mount Moriah, . . . . 3 3 
57 King Hiram,. . . . . .. 2 2 
58 Unity,. . . ... .. .. .. 0 0 
59 Mt. Hope, (ch. sur.) ... . ,. 
60 Star in the East,. .. 7 10 
61 K ing Solomon's,. . . 2 3 
62 King David's, . . . . . 1 1 
63 Richmond,... . . . . . 5 fi 
64 Pacific, . . . . . . . . . . . 2 2 
65 Mystic,...... . . . . . 2 2 
66 Mechanics', . . . . . . . 6 6 
67 Blue Mountain,. . .. 4 6 
68 Mariners' , ... " . . . . 2 1 
69 Howard, . . .... .. . . 3 3 
70 Standish, . . . . . . . . . . 4 4 
71 R ising Sun, . . ..... . 2 2 
72 Pioneer, . . . . . . .. . . . 7 5 
73 Tyrian,. . . . . . . . . . . 3 3 
74 Br istol, . . . . . . . . . . . 4 4 
75 Plymouth, .... . . . . 3 2 
76 Arundel,.. . ... . ... 3 4 
77 Tremont, ...... .... 4 3 
78 Crescent,...... . . .. 2 2 
79 Rockland, . . . .... . . 2 3 
80 Keystone, . . . . . . . . . 0 1 
81 Atlantic,.... . . . .. . 2 5 
82 St. Panl's, . . . . . . . . 3 4 
83 St. Andrew's, ..... 7 7 
84 Eureka,. . .. . . . . ... 8 6 
85 Star in the West,. . 1 1 
86 Temple, .... . . . . . . 6 8 
87 Benevolent, . . . . . . . 1 1 
88 Narraguagus, . . . . . . 1 1 
89 Island, . . . . . . . . . . . 5 5 
90 H. Abiff, (ch. r ev.). 
91 Harwood, .. .. . . . . . 1 1 
92 Siloam,. . . . . . . . . . . 6 6 
93 Horeb, . . . . . . . . . . . 2 1 
94 Paris, .. . . .. . . .. . . . 1 1 
95 Corinthian, .. . . . . . 6 6 
96 Monument,. ... .. 7 8 
97 Bethel, . . . . . . . . . . . 5 3 
98 Katahdin,. . . . . . . . . 5 5 
99 Vernon Valley,.... 2 3 

100 Jefferson, . . . . . . . .. 4 4 
101 Nezinscot,. . . . . . . . . 1 4 
102 Marsh River,. . . . . . 1 2 
103 D~~sden, ....... " '1 01 0 
104 D m go, .. . . . . . . . . . 3 5' 
105 Ashlar, . . ·.. . .. . . . . 7 11 

0 0 
1 1 
0 0 
1 0 
0 0 
1 0 
0 0 

... .. . 
0 3 
0 0 
0 2 
1 0 
0 0 
0 0 
2 0 
0 0 
2 1 
0 0 
1 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
U 0 
0 0 
1 0 
1 3 
0 0 
0 10 
0 0 
0 1 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 2 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
.. . . , 
2 0 
1 0 
0 0 
0 1 
1 0 
3 0 
1 0 
0 2 
0 1 
0 0 
0 1 
0 0 
0 0 

~ I 0 
0 

0 1 
0 0 
:> 1 
2 1 
0 2 
0 0 
1 2 

. .. . .. 
0 3 
2 3 
0 2 
1 0 
0 4 
1 2 
1 1 
1 1 
0 0 
0 2 
0 1 
1 0 
0 1 
0 4 
1 1 
1 1 
0 2 
1 1 
0 5 
2 8 
0 6 
1 6 
0 1 
1 4 
0 1 
1 4 
1 2 
0 1 
0 2 
2 8 

. . . ... 
3 2 
1 4 
:') 1 
0 3 
1 2 
4 0 
4 2 
1 2 
3 2 
1 3 
1 1 
1 2 
0 1 
0 2 
1 6, 

0 0 1 
0 0 0 
0 0 g 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 1 

. .. . .. .. " 

0 0 3 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 7 
0 0 9 
0 0 0 
0 0 I) 

0 0 0 
0 0 19 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 6 
0 0 5 
0 0 0 
0 0 3 
0 0 2 
0 0 0 
0 0 6 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 8 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 

. .. .. " , . 
0 0 0 
0 () 0 
0 0 4 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 6 
0 0 4 
0 0 2 
0 0 0 
0 0 1 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 
0 0 0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

. .. . 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
(\ 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

. .... 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
4 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0. 

155 
5g 
53 
61 
49 
95 
53 

. .. .. 
173 
109 
81 

126 
103 
113 

91 
89 

103 
100 

66 
80 
76 

HI4 
138 
65 
61 

1:38 
102 
243 
100 
273 
186 
213 
108 

93 
171 

5:3 
94 
69 

. ... . . 
167 
147 
115 
101 
80 

177 
91 
86 
85 
65 
94

1 71 
46

1 

9-
27~ 

0. 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
3 
1 
o 
2 
o 
2 
1 
1 
o 
o 
1 
o 
o 
2 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
1 
o 
o 
2 
4 
o 
5 
o 
o 
o 

o 
o 
3 
2 
o 
5 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
1 
o 
o 
1 
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NOB. Lodges. 'In. , R., A. I R.II D., D. j S.\ E. \NSl-'· D.oas.\ Mem. , R. 
106 Tuscan ...... .. . . . 
107 Day Spring, .. . ... 
108 Relief, (ch. recl'ct,). 
109 Mount Kineo, ..... 
110 Monmouth, .. .... 
111 Liberty, ......... . 
112 Eastern Frontier, . 
113 Messalonskee, ... .. 
14 Polar Star •. .. . ... 
15 Buxton, ... ....... 
16 Lebanon, ....... . . 
17 Greenleaf, .. .•. o. 

18 DrulTlUlond, ...... 
19 Pownal, ..... .. . . . 
20 Meduncock, (ch. s) 
21 Acacia, ......... . 
22 Marine, ... . ...... 
23 Franklin, ... ..... . 
24 Olive Branch, . . ... 
25 Meridian • ..... ... 
26 Timothy Chase, .. . 
27 Presumpscot, . .... 
28 Eggernoggin, ..... 
29 Quantabacook, . ... 
30 Trinity, ...... .... 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
I 
1 
1 
I 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
I 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

31 Lookout, ......... 
32 Mount Tire'm, .... 
33 Asylum, ......... 
34 Trojan, (consol'd) ,. 
35 Riverside, .... . .. . 
36 Ionic, (ch. sur.) . .. 
37 Kenduskeag, ..... 
3!l Lewy's Island, .... 
39 Archon, ••••• •• o. 

40 Mount Desert, .... 
41 Augusta, .... .. ... 
42 Ocean, ....... ... 
43 Prehle, .... .. . .. 
44 Seaside, .. .. ..... 
45 Moses Webster, . , . 
46 Sebasticook,... .. 
47 Evening Star, . .... 
48 Forest, .. . ....... 
49 Doric, ........... 
50 Rabboni, . ........ 
51 Excelsior, ... . . . .. 
52 Crooked mver, ... 
53 Delta, ..... ...... 
54 Mystic Tie, ...... . 
55 Ancient york, .... 
56 Wilton, .. . ..... .. 
57 Cambridge, ....... 
58 Anchor, .......... 
59 Esoteric, . . ... ... . 

4 
0 

.. . 
4 

10 
3 
2 
2 

21 
3 
0 
3 
1 
0 

... 
0 

12 
0 
4 
8 
0 
4 
1 
0 
ti 
0 
3 
2 

... 
1 

. .. 
2 
1 
J 
7 
8 
1 
3 
7 
3 
2 
1 
1 
6 
4 
1 
0 
1 
0 
8 
5 
0 
0 
5 

51 0 0 1 
0 0 0 1 

.. . .. . .. . . . . 
3 1 0 0 

10 3 () I 
0 1 0 3 
1 0 1 0 
3 0 0 0 

14 1 0 I 
1 2 0 0 
0 0 0 2 
2 0 1 2 
2 0 0 0 
0 0 0 2 

.. . . . . . . . .. . 
0 0 0 1 

11 0 0 0 
0 0 0 2 
3 0 0 0 
8 1 0 0 
0 0 0 2 
2 0 0 0 
1 1 0 0 
0 0 0 3 
4 1 0 I 
0 0 0 0 
:1 1 0 1 
2 0 0 J 

.. . .. . . . . . . . 
1 1 I 4 

" . .. . ... . . . 
2 0 0 1 
2 0 1 0 
1 0 0 3 
7 0 0 0 
9 0 I 2 
1 0 0 0 
3 1 0 2 
6 1 1 1 
3 0 1 1 
3 0 0 1 
1 1 0 1 
1 0 1 I 
6 0 0 0 
4 1 1 1 
1 1 0 0 
0 0 0 1 
1 0 0 0 
1 0 0 1 
8 0 0 1 
4 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
7 0 0 17 

2 0 0 0 0 124 0 
1 0 0 0 0 44 0 

.. . . .. .. . . . .. . .... - ..... .. . 
3 0 0 0 0 157 1 
2 0 0 1 0 104 0 
0 0 0 0 0 97 1 
0 0 0 0 0 108 0 
0 0 0 0 0 93 0 
5 0 0 1 0 227 0 
0 0 0 5 0 94 0 
2 0 0 0 0 76 0 
3 0 0 8 0 174 0 
0 0 0 0 0 51 0 
1 0 0 0 0 88 0 

.. . . .. .. . .... . . ... .... . .. . 
1 0 0 0 0 72 0 
5 0 0 0 0 144 1 
1 0 0 0 0 73 0 
2 0 0 1 0 75 0 
2 0 0 0 0 132 4 
2 0 0 2 0 121 0 
1 0 0 0 0 94 0 
2 0 0 1 0 86 0 
1 0 0 3 0 86 0 
1 0 0 0 0 104 1 
0 0 1 1 0 33 0 
0 0 0 0 0 80 0 
1 0 0 0 0 55 2 

. .. . .. . .. ..' . . .... .... . .. . 
2 0 0 0 0 98 0 

. .. . .. .. . . . " . .... .... . ... 
2 0 0 0 0 90 0 
1 0 0 0 0 117 1 
0 0 0 0 0 52 0 
J 0 0 0 0 117 0 
2 0 0 7 0 239 5 
2 0 0 0 0 47 0 
2 0 0 0 0 78 2 
0 0 0 3 0 144 1 
2 0 0 2 0 198 1 
3 0 0 1 0 90 0 
2 0 0 0 0 77 0 
2 0 0 0 0 103 2 
2 0 0 0 0 107 0 
5 1 0 3 0 174 3 
3 0 0 0 0 43 0 
3 0 0 0 0 85 1 
2 0 0 I 0 71 0 
1 0 0 0 0 60 2 
2 0 0 3 0 111 0 
1 0 0 0 0 122 0 
3 0 0 0 0 69 0 
2 oCo 0 0 40 0 
4 0 0 0 2 163 0 



Proceed£ngs oJ'the [May, 

Nos. Lodges. I In·1 R·I A·I R·II D·I D·I s· 1 E.IN;t Dj)es'l Mem. \ R. 
160 Parian, ....... . . . 3 2 0 0 1 3 0 1 0 0 86 0 
161 Carrabassett, .. .... 5 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 89 0 
162 Arion, .... .. ..... 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 48 0 
163 Pleasant River, .. . 6 6 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 103 il 
164 Webster, ........ 1 2 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 50 0 
165 Molunkus, ... . ... 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 59 0 
166 Neguemkeag, ... . . 2 2 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 42 0 
167 Whitney, .... . ... 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 80 1 
168 Composite, . , . .. .. 7 5 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 63 0 
169 Shepherd's River,. 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 35 0 
170 Caribou, .... .. . . .. 3 3 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 106 0 
171 N askeag, ... . ..... 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 63 0 
172 Pine Tree, .... .. .. 2 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 129 2 
173 Pleiades, ...... . .. 3 3 0 5 2 2 0 0 0 0 112 2 
174 Lynde, . ....... . .. 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 72 0 
175 Baskahegan, ...... 4 4 2 1 2 0 0 0 17 0 97 0 
176 Palestine,. (Con.) .. .. . ... . .. . .. ... . .. ... . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . .. ' " 
177 Rising Star, ' " ... . 1 1 1 0 4 3 0 0 0 0 62 0 
178 Ancient Brothers', 8 6 0 1 1 3 0 0 5 0 147 1 
179 Yorkshire, .. . .... 4 :; 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 67 0 
180 Hiram, . .......... 5 4 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 180 3 
181 Reuel Washburn,. Co nso lid at ed. ... ... ... . . . . . . ... . .... ' " 182 Granite, .. . ..... . . 3 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 78 1 
183 Deering, .... . .. ... 6 6 0 1 0 3 0 0 0 0 212 1 
184 Naval, .... .. . ..... 2 2 0 0 1 2 0 0 3 0 73 0 
185 Bar Harbor, ...... 6 8 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 129 4 
186 Warren Phillips, . . 1 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 4 0 ]59 0 
187 Ira Berry, '" ..... 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 58 2 
188 Jonesport, ........ 4 4 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 99 ;) 
189 Knox, ........... 5 5 1 0 0 0 0 

gi 
0 0 60 0 

190 Springvale, ....... 14 13 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 89 5 
]91 Davis, ... ..... .. . 3 4 1 1 0 2 0 6 0 88 0 
192 Winter Harbor, .. . 3 3 0 0 3 1 0 0 2 0 91 0 
193 Washburn, ..... . . 2 3 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 47 0 
194 Euclid, . . ....... '1 4 4 2 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 97 1 
195 Reliance, .. . ... .. . 6 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 130 2 
196 Bay View, ... ... . 3 2 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 61 0 
197 Aroostook, 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 76 . 0 
198 Saint Aspinquid, . • 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 49 0 
199 BinghfLm, ......... 4 3 0 0 0 1 0 0 I 0 75 3 
200 Columbia, ........ 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 35 0 
201 David A. Hooper, . 10 ]0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 42 0 
202 Mount Bigelow, ... 4 4 o 0 0 o 0 0 0 0 25 0 
203 Mount Olivet, ..•. 9 9 o 0 0 

4l~ 1-~-~ G 0 35 0 

710,702 "95-701200 271 15 22165 149 

LIBRARY. 
Bro. ALBRO E. CHASE presented the following re

port: 
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MASONIC HALL, PORTLAND, May 2, 1899. 
To the M. W. Grund Lodge of Maine. 
T~e Committee on Library would report that during the year they have 

had bound thirty five-volumes of Proceedings and nine volumes of the Port
land Masonic Journal. 

They have purchased two quarto volumes of the History of Freemasonry 
in Michigan, at an expense of $13.00, and volume 4 of the Grand Lodge of 
Pennsylvania Reprint of Minntes, 1817-1822. 

Your committee recommend that a sum not exceeding thirty dollars be 
plR!)ed at their disposal for the purchase of Proceedings and other masoNic 
works of value. 

Your committee would further recommend that power be given them to 
have bound sLlch sets of Proceedings as may be completed duriog the year. 

Fraternally submitted, 

JOSEPH A. LOCKE, } 
ALBRO E. CHASE, Committee. 
A. s. KIMBALL, 

Report accepted and recommendations adopted. 

DOINGS OF THE GRAND OFFICERS. 

Bro. H ENRY R. TAYLOR reported as follows: 
PORTLAND, May 2, 1899. 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine. 

Your Committee on Doings of the Grand Officers would report as follows: 
We recommend that the reports of tue D. D. Gr. Masters, the report of 

the Grand Lecturer and reports of District Conventions be referred to the 
Committee on Condition of the Fraternity. 

That the decisions of the Grand ' Master be referred to the Committee on 
Masonic' Jurisprudence. 

That the communication received from Grande Oriente d'Italia, the 
"Supreme Council of Portugal" and from the" United Grand Lodge of 
Mexico" be referred to the Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence. 

That so much of the Grand Master's report as relates to the Grand Lodge 
of Peru be referred to the Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence. 

That so much of the Grand Master's report as refers to the Grand Lodge 
of Washington be referred to the Committee on Foreign Correspondence. 

That the com munications recetved from the Grand Lodge of Virginia 
relative to the 100th anniversary of the death of Bro. GEORGE WASHINGTON 

. be referred to a special committee to be appointed by the Grand Master. 
. That so much of the Grand Master's report, as refers to fixing a limit of 
time within which a member suspended from membership for non-payment 
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of dues must restore himself to membership, be referred to the Committee 
on " Masonic Jurisprudence." 

Fraternally submited, 

H. R. TAYLOR, } 
H. H. BURBANK, Committee. 
WM. R. G. ESTES, 

Report accepted and recommendations adopted. 

The Grand Master appointed as a special com

mittee on the observance of the lOoth anniversary of 

the death of Bro. GEORGE WASHINGTON, Bros. ED

WARD P. BURNHAM,HENRY R. TAYLOR and JAMES E. 
PARSONS. 

FOREIGN CORl~E;;PONDENCE. 

Bro. JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND presented the Report 

on Foreign Correspondence in print, which was ac

cepted, and permission given to add. (See Appendix.) 

Voted, That on Wednesday, after the exemplification of the 
work, no business shall be transacted. 

A t I I -45 the Grand Lodge was called from labor 
to refreshment until 2 o'clock P . M. 

FIRSt DAy-AFTERNOON. 

MASONIC HALL, PORTLAND, } 
TUESDAY, May 2, 1899. 

The Grand Lodge was called from refreshment to 
labor at two o'clock. 

MASONIC JUR.ISPRUDENCE. 

Bro. JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND reported as follows: 
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IN GRAND LODG~; OP MAINE, May 2, 1899. 
The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, to which were referred the de

cisions of the M. W. Grand Master announced at the last Annual Communi
cation, have considered the same and recommend that they be approved . 

JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND, ) 

MARQUIS F. KING, t Committee. 
HORACE H. BURBANK, , 

Report accepted. 

LEA VE OF ABSENCE. 

Voted, That the Committee on Pay-I{oll be a Committee on 

Leave of Absence, with authority to excnse from further attend

ance any member of the Grand Lodge whose exigency was 
not anticipated prior to his coming to this meeting. The com
mittee are further authorized to grant full mileage and pel' diem 

to those excused. 

OBSERVANCE ANNIVERSARY DEATH OF WASHINGTON. 

Bro. HENRY R. TAYLOR submitted the following: 

PORTLAND, May 2, 1899. 
To the M. W. Grand Lodge oj Maine. 

Your special committee to whom was referred so much of the Grand 
Master's correspondence as relates to observance of the" 100th anniversary 
of the death of Bro. GEORGE WA SHINGTON," hereby recommend that the 
M. W. Grand Master and Past Grand Master JOSIAH H. DR UMMOND, each 
WiLh power of substitution, be empowered to represent the Grand Lodge (If 
Maine in the services appointed for December 14, 1899, at Alexandria and 
Mount Vernon. 

We also recommend the appropriation of such sum not exceeding sixty 
dollars for each, be made by this Grand Lodge for defraying expenses of 
said representatives. 

Fraternally submitted, 

EDWARD P. BURNHAM,} 
HENRY R. TAYLOR, Comm'ittee. 
JAMES E. PARSONS, . 

Report accepted and recommendations adopted. 

BELGIUM AND PORTUGAL. 

Bro. JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND reported the following: 
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IN GRAND LODGE OF MAINE, May 2, 1899. 

The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, to which were referred at the 
last annual communication, the requests of the Grand Orient of Belgium 
and the Grand Orient Lusitano Unido of Portugal for masonic recognition, 
ask leave to report: 

That the Grand Orient of Belgium appears to be a Body independent 
of any superior, and exercising jurisdiction over Symbolic Masonry alone: 
that it bas already been recognized by many of the Grand Lodges in the 
United States, as a regular Supreme Body governing Symbolic Masonry. 

That they are not satisfied as to thl> status of the Grand Orient Lusitano 
Unido of Portugal. 

They, therefore, recommend that the accompanying resolutions be adopted. 

JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND, } 

MARQUIS F. KING., Committee. 
HORACE H. BURBANK, 

Resolved, That masonic recognition be extended to the Grand Orient of 
Belgium, and the Grand Master be requested to solicit masonic correspond
ence, and an interchange of Representatil'es with that Grand Body. 

Voted, That it is inexpedient to consider further, at the present time, the 
request of the Grand Orient Lusitano Unido of Portugal. 

Report accepted and resolutions adopted. 

LIMITING GRAND LODGE SESSIO:NS. 

Bro. A. M. WETHERBEE offered the following amend
ment to the Constitution: 

That Article III, Sec. 3, of the Constitution of the Grand Lodge of Maine 
be amended by adding after (" at nine o'clock A. ~r.") the words, "and con
tinue in session until Wednesday following at six o'clock p. M., or until such 
time as the annual business shall have been finished and the newly elected 
officers installed. " 

So that the article III, Sec. 3 as amended shall read as follows: 
" The annual communication of the Grand Lodge shall be holden in Port

land, on the first Tuesday in May, at nine O'clock A. M., and continue in 
session until Wednesday following at six o'clock P. M., or until snch time as 
the annual business shall have been finished, and the newly elected offi.::ers 
installed. 

"Special communications may be called, as tbe Grand Lodge or Grand 
Master may direct." 
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After a brief discussion, th e Grand Lodge refused 
to entertain the proposed amendment. 

Three o'clock being the hour specified by the con
stitution for the election of Grand Officers, the Grand 
Master appointed the following committees to rece ive, 
sort and count votes : 

1. LEANDER M. KENNISTON, JAMES E. PARSONS, SAMURL 

L. MILLER. 

II. HERDERT HARRIS, HOWARD D. SlIlITH, ENOCH O. GltEEN

LEAF. 

These committees having attended to their duties 
reported the election of 
WINFIELD S. CHOATE, Grand Master, Augusta; 

t\LFRED S. KIMBALL, Deputy Grand Master, Norway; 

WI LLIAM J. BURNHAM, Senior Grand Warden, L e wiston; 

FRANKLIN R. REDLON, Junior Grand TVm'den, Portland; 

MARQU IS F. KING, Grand Treasurer, Portland; 

STEPHEN BEHIlY, GrancZ Secretary, Portland. 

Committee of F 'inance-EDWARD P. BURNHAM, Saco; ALBRO. E. CHASE, 

Portland; GEORGE R. SHAW, Portland . 

Trustees jor three years-C HARI.ES I. COLLAMORE, Bangor; FESSEN DEN 

I. DAY, Lewiston . 

At 4.30 the Grand Lodge was called from labor to 
refreshment until 2 o'clock Wednesday afternoon. 

SECOND, D Ay-AFTERNOON. 

M ASONIC HALL, PORTLAND, } 

Wednesday, May 3, 1899 . . 

The Grand Lodge was called from refreshment to 
labor at 2 P. M. 
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DISPENSATIONS AND CHARTERS. 

Bro. ARCHIE L. TALBOT reported as follows: 

IN GRAND LODGE, May 3, 1899. 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge oj Maine. 
The Committee on Dispensation and Charters, to whom was referred the 

question of jurisdiction of Deering Lodge, No. 183, have carefully con
sidered the same and recommend that the territorial jurisdiction of said 
lodge be, and remain until the further order of this Grand Lodge, as it was 
before the annexation of the city of Deering to the city of Portland. 

The above is the only business thai has been presented to this committee. 

Respectfully .submitted, 

A. L. TALBOT, ~ 
E. B. MALLET, JR., Committee. 
AUGUSTUS BAILEY, 

Report accepted, recommendations adopted and or
dered incorporated with the standing regulations. 

GRIEVANCgS AND APPEALS. 

Bro. CHARLES I. COLLAMORE presented the follow
ing report: 

PORTLAND, May 3, 1899. 
To the M. W. Grand Lodge oj Maine. 

The Committee on Grievances and Appeals respectfully presents the fol

lowing report: 
In the case of Parian Lodge, No. 160, at Corinnft, against Bro. HENRY J. 

SEAVEY, wherein Bro. HENRY J. SEAVEY was expelled from all the rights ann 
benefits of Masonry, we recommend the passage of the following: 

Resolved, That the doings of Parian Lodge, No. 160, in expelling Bro. 
HENRY J. SEAVEY from all the rights and benefits of Masonry, be approy(od 

and confirmed. 
In the case of Euclid Lodge, No. 194, at Madison, against Bro. WILLIA~[ 

H. MACE, wherein Bro. WU,LIH! H. MACE was expelled from all the rights 
and privileges of Masonry, we recommend the passage of the following: 

Resolved, That the doings of Euclid Lodge, No. 194, in expelling Bro. 
WILLIAM H. MAC~; from all the rights and benefits of Masonry, be approved 
and confirmed. 

In the case of Lookout Lodge, No. 131, at Cutler, against Bro. HENRY C. 
WARREN, wherein Bro. HENRY C. WARREN was expelled from all the rights 
and benefits of Masonry, we recommend the passage of the following: 
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Resolved, That the doings of Lookout Lodge, No. 131, in expell ing Bro. 
HENRY C. WARREN h'OllJ all the rights and benefits of Masonry, be approved 
and confirmed. 

In the case of Rabboni Lodge, No. 150, at LewiRton, aga:nst Ero. DAN" 
VILLE B. STEVI£NS, wherein Bro. DANVILLE B. STEVI,NS was indefinitely 
sllspended from all the rights and benefits of Masonry, your committee are 
of the opinion that this sentence is not a sufficient punishment for the 
offence, as shown and proven by the testimony. We therefore recommend 
the passage of the follow ing: 

Resolved, That the sentence of indefinite suspension of Bro. DANYlLLE B. 
STEVI£NS, by Rabboni Lodge, No. 150, be set aside, and that Bro. DANnLLE 
B. STEVENS be hereby expelled from all the rights and benefits of Masonry. 

Fraternally submitted, 

CHAS . 1. COL LAMORE, } 

JOSEPH 1Ii. HAYES, Committee. 
EDW ARD P. B URNHAM, 

Rc:port accepted and recommendations adopted, 

l!'IKANCE AND APPROPRI ATIONS. 

Bro. ALBRO E, CHASE submitted the following: 

MA SONIC HALL, PORTLAND, May 3, 1899. 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine . 

The Commi ttee of Finance have performed the duty required of them in 
exami nation of the bills against this Grand Lodge, in auditing the accounts 
of the Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary, and in inspecting the records 
of the Grand Secretary. In all particulars we find the accounts correct, 
and properly avouched for, the records neatly written and extended in full, 
and the affairs of the Grand Lodge in good condition. 

The receipts for the past year have been as follows: 
May 3, 1898. Cash on hand , ........................ $5,926.95 

Cash receipts for the year, . .... . ..... .. 6,259.33 
---$12,186.28 

The expend itures have been ... . ............ .. ..... $5,529.02 
May 2, 1899. Cash on hand to new account, ....... . .. 6,657.26 

---$12, 186.28 

The detailed account of the Charity Fund will be found in the report of 
the Grand Treasurer. The amount of the invested fund is $32,306.01. 

Your committee submit the following recommendations : 
That for compensation for their services for the year ending May 1, 1900 , 

there be paid to the following officers the following amounts .: 
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To the Chairman Committee on Correspondence, ........... . . .. . . $100.00 
To the Grand Lecturer, ... ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 25.00 
To the Grand Treasurer, ............... .... ....... .. .. ... . ..... 250.00 
out of which sum the Grand Treasurer shall furnish a satisfactory bond of 
a surety company. 

Fraternally submitted, 

EDWARD P. llUHNHAM, 

ALBRO E. CHASE, 

Committee oj Fina.nce. 

Report accepted and reco~mendations adopted. 

The report of the Grand Treasurer was then accept
ed. 

JURISPRUDENCE-PEHU. 

Bro. JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND reported as follows: 

IN GRAND LODGE OF MAINI';, May 3, 1890. 
The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, to which was referred so much 

of the address of the M. W. Grand Master as relates to the Grand Lodge 
of Peru, ask leave to report: 

That the documents submitted show that the Grand Lodge of l'eru has 
rescinded the obnoxious decree, which caused the suspension of masonic 
intercourse with that Grand Body, by so decisive a vote as to afford the 
strongest grounds for beli ef that there is little danger of a revisal. Grand 
Officers in sympathy with this action have also been elected. 

This prompt return to the fundamental principals of Masonry will be 
hailed with joy by the craft the world over. 

We recommend that the Edict issued by our M. W. Grand Master, re
suming fraternal relations and his action in relation to exchange of Grand 
Representatives, be heartily approved. 

Fraternally submitted, 

JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND,} C . 
MARQl:IS F . KING, ommtttee. 

Report accepted and re~ommendation adopted. 

CREDENTIALS. 

Bro. WILLIAM N. HOWE submitted the completed 
report of the COlmnittee on Credentials, which was 
accepted. 
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EXEMPLIFICATION OF WORK. 

An exemplification of the Third degree was then 

presented by a special lodge composed of brethren 
from the ninth district, Bro. ALEXANDER A. BEATON, 

of Rockland Lodge, acting as Master, and the Grand 

Lodge extended its thanks to the brethren for the ex
cellen t rendition. 

At 4.25 the Grand Lodge was called from labor to 

refreshment until 9 o'clock Thursday morning. 

THIRD DAy-MoRNING. 

MASONIC HALL, PORTLAND, } 
THURSDAY, May 4, 1899. 

The Grand Lodge was called from refreshment to 
labor at 9 A. M. 

FOREI GN CORRESPONDENCE-WASHINGTON. 

Brother JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND submitted the fol
lowing report: 

I N GRAND LODG E m' MAINE, May 4, IS!)9. 
The Committee on Foreign Correspondence, to which was referred so 

much of the Grand Master's address as relates to the Grand Lodge of Wash
ington, frat.ernally report: 
. That having discussed the matter in their general report, they have no 

occasion to discuss it further, as they find nothing in the correspondence 
between the M. W. Grand Master of Washington and our own M. W. Grand 
Master, to change or modify their views. 

There are no organizations of the character involved, existing in Maine, 
so that the action of the Grand Lodge of Washington has been 1:0 actual in
vasion of our rights, and therefore we do not feel called upon to resort, at 
present at least, to extreme measures. 
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But inasmuch as the resolutions of the Grand Lodge of Washington ex
pressly recognize the so··called Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Massachusetts 
and two similar organizations in Pennsylvania as "legitimate Masonic 
Grand Lodges," it is manifest that if the Grand Lodge of Washington per
sists in its course this Grand Lodge must ultimately stand by her sister 
Grand Lodges in support of legitimate Masonry, as such has invariably 
been done in the past. 

But we have hopes that the Grand Lodge of Washington will listen to the 
unanimous voice of her sister Grand Lodges in the United States and re
move the cause of offence. 

"Ve recommend the adoption of the accompanying resolutions. 

Fraternally submitted, 

JOS I AH H. DRUMMOND,} 
E DWARD P. BURNHAM, Committee. 
ALBRO E. CHASE, 

Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of Maine again reo affirms the doctrine 
that every regular Grand Lodge has, by inherent right, exclusive jurisdiction 
within its own territory, and especially tbat no lawful lodge can be created 
or exist, and tbat no person can be made a regular mason in that territory 
save under its authority. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of this Grand Lodge, the Grand Lodge of 
Washington, in adopting resolutions allowing its subordinates and the mem
bers of its obedience to recognize as regular masons, parties made in lodges 
in another jurisdiction held by the Grand Lodge of that jurisd iction to be 
irregular and clandestine, has infringed upon a law held by all other English
speaking Grand Lodges to be binding upon all Grand Lodges. 

Resolved, That this Grand Lodge fraternally bnt most earnestly, requests 
the Grand Lodge of Washington to rescind those resolutions, to the end 
that the peace of ,the craft may be restored and tbe interests of legitimate 
Masonry subserved. 

Report accepted and resol utions adopted. The 
Grand Secretary was ordered to send a copy to the 
Grand Lodge of Washington under seal, and copIes 
to other Grand Lodges. 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTlON. 

Bro. WILLIAM R. G. ESTES reported as.£ollow:,: 
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IN GRAND LODGE OF MAINE, May 3, 1899. 

The Committee on Amendments to the Constitution recommend the adop
tion of the amendments to Article XIV, Sec. 25, and also to Article I, Part 
Fourth, Sec. 127, relating to and limiting the power and duties of District 
Deputy Grand Masters, as proposed one year ago and found on pages 60 and 
61 in the Proceedings of 1898. 

H.H. BURBANK, ) 

WM. R. ESTES, ~ Comrnittee: 
A. M. WETHERBEE, } 

Report accepted, and recommendations unanI· 
mously adopted. 

Bro. JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND, for the Committee on 
Jurisprudence, offered the following amendments to 
the Constitution: 

ADD TO SECTION 117. 

A brother suspended from membership for non-payment of dues will be 
restored by the payment or remission of the amount due at the time of his 
suspension, at any time within five years thereafter: but after that time he 
can be restored only upon his application and a two-thirds vote of the lodge, 
after payment or remission of the amount in arrears. 

ADD TO SECTION 117. 

A brother suspende4 from membership for non-payment of dues will be 
restored by the payment or remission of the amount due at the time of sus
pension, at any time within three years thereafter : but after that time, or if 
deprived of membership, he can regain it only by petition and unanimous 
ballot, as in other cases, after payment or remission of the amount in arrears. 

ADD TO SECTION 117. 

A brother suspended from membership for non-payment of dues will be 
restored by the payment or remission of the amount due at the time of sus
pension, at any time within five years thereafter: but after that time, 
or if deprived of membership, he can regain it only by petition and unani
mous ballot as in other cases, after payment or remission of the amount in 
arrears. 

The amendments were entertained and referred to 
the Committee on "Amendments to the Constitution. 

17 G. L. 
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PORTUGAIJ. 

Bro. DRUMMOND, for the Committee on Jurispru
dence, further reported, that the subject of the Grand 
Orient of Portugal had already been reported upon, 
so that no further action was necessary, and the re
port was accepted. 

Voted, That all matters referred to the Committee on Masonic 
Jurisprudence, not already reported upon, be continued in their 
hands. 

CONDITION OF THE FRATERNITY. 

Bro. HOWARD D . SMITH presented the following re
port, which was accepted: 

IN GRAND LODGE, May 4, 1899. 
To the M. W. Grand Lodge oj Maine. 

Your Committee on Condition of the Fraternit.y have attended to their 
duties and beg leave to rpport: 

We have examined all the reports of the District Deputy Grand Masters, 
and find that general prosperity prevails. . We again call the attentiOli of 
lodges to the importance of conducting the business of the lodge in a busi
ness-like way. The annual reports of the Treasurer and Secretary should 
show clearly all the financial transactions of the lodge, and these reports 
should invariably be spread in full upon the records. We are gratified to 
learn that the practice of examining in open lodge, candidates for advance
ment, is becoming more general. It is hoped that this practice will be ob
served by all the lodges. 

We trust that all lodges will give their attention to that portion of the 
Grand Master's address relating to guarding well the outer door. 

H. R. TAYLOR, } 
H. D. SMITH, ComrnUtee. 
ALBERT M. PENLEY, 

ARION LODGE. 

Voted, That a copy of the charter of Arion Lodge, No. 162, 
be granted to that lodge without fee, in place of the one de

stroyed by fire, and that the dispensation be continuea until the 
copy is furnished. 
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HISTORY. 

Bro. SUMNER J. CHADBOURNE, for the Committee 
on History, reported that no histories had been re
ceived during the past year, and the report was ac
cepted. 

AMENDMENT TO CONSTITUTION- -PROCEEDINGS. 

Bro. HORACE H. BURBANK reported as follows: 

IN GRAND LODGE, May 4, 1899. 
The Committee on Amendments to the Constitution submit the following 

report: 
We recommend the adoption of the amendment proposed last year (found 

on page 47 of printed proceedings 1898) relating to section 91 of constitution. 
Said section as amended will read: 

"SEC. 91. Every lodge must preserve one copy of the printed proceed
ings in the hall, and when a volume is completed should bind it for the use 
of the lodge." 

HORACE H . BURBANK, } 

WM. R. G. ESTES, Committee. 
A. M . . WETHERBEE, 

Report accepted, and amendment unanimously 
adopted. 

PAY ROLL. 

Bro. A. C. T. KING, for the Committee on Pay Roll, 
presented a schedule which was ordered paid. 

INSTALLATION AND APPOINTMENTS. 

Past Grand Master JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND was then 
called to the East, and Grand Master JOSEPH A. 
LOCKE presented his successor, M. W or. WINFIELD 
S. CHOATE, who was installed, with prayer by the 
Rev. JOHN GIBSON, Grand Chaplain. 

He announced the following appointments: 
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R. W. CHARLES D. S~llTH, 
CYRUS W. HENDRIX, 

ALFRED SMA LL, 

DAVID W. CAMPBELL, 

THEODORE A. SMITH, 

ALLEN P. CLARK, 

FRED C. BARTON, 

ADELBERT MILLETT, 

S. AUGUSTUS PARKER, 

FRANK A. PETERSON, 

JOHN R. McDOUGAL, 

CHARLES B. ADAMS, 

JAMES H. WITHERELL, 

GRANVILLE D . PERKINS, 

FREEMAN M. GRANT, 

FRED RA YM ON D, 

J OSEPH W. SlI\lPSON, 

ALBERT H. BURROUGHS, 

ISAAC F. J EWETT, 

EVERETT M. STAPLES, 

PHILIP J. MILLS, 

CHARLES F . PAI NE , 

MJLTON L. M((RRILL, 

FRANK WILSON, 

GEORGE H. GODING, 

J. FRANK BRYSON, 

W.& Rev. ELMER F. PEMBER, 

J OHN GIBSON, 

GEORGE M. H OWE, 

GEORGE F. DEGAN, 

W. 

J aSEPH B. SHEPHERD, 

ALBERT T. MURPHY, 

ERMON D. EASTMAN, 

CHARLES W. CROSBY, 

WILLlAM A. REMICK , 

JAMES E. KI NGS LEY, 

ROBERT W. CARR, 

ALBERT M. AMES, 

WILLIAM N . HOWE, 

LEVI E. JONES, 

WILLIAM O. Fox, 
WILLIAM L. POWERS, 

M. W. FRAN K E. SLEEPER, 

W. WALTER S. SMITH, 

WARREN O. CARNEY, 

;' 

Cor. Grand Secret ry, 

D . D. G. M. I S Disl., 
C/. 2d 

I 
,d 

" 41h " , . jil, " 
61h " / " 

7i1' " 
811t " 

91h " 
fotlt " 
IItlt " 

I 2tlt " 
I3i1' " 
I4/I, " 
Ijll, " 
I 611, " 
I7i1' " 

I 811, " 
I9i1' " 
20Ih " 

2ISt " 

zzd 

23d 

24tft u 

25tft .. u 

Orand Chajlain, 

Mars/tal, 

SCIlz"or Deacoll, 

JU1tior Deacon, 

Steward, 

Sword Bearer, 

Sta1tdard Bearer, 

Pursuiva"t, 

Lecturer, 

Organist. 
Tyler, 

[May, 

Portland . 

Caribou . 

Lubec. 

Cherryfield. 

Sedgwick . 

Foxcroft. 

Bradley. 

Searsmont. 

Belfast. 

Rockland. 

Boothbay Harbor. 

Augusta. 

Oakland. 

Madison. 

Freeport. 

Livermore Falls. 

Rumford Falls. 

Westbrook. 

Waterford. 

Biddeford. 

Lincoln . 

Bar Harbor. 

St. Albans. 

Sanford. 

Lewiston Junction. 

Houlton , 

Bangor. 

Cape Elizabeth. 

Lewiston. 

Augusta. 

Portland. 

Augusta. 

Portland. 

Kent's Hill . 

Bucksport. 

Augusta. 

Bowdoinham. 

Stockton Springs. 

Portland. 

Winthrop. 

Portland. 

Gardiner. 

Sabattus. 

Portland. 

Portland. 

The remaining Grand Officers, elect and appointed, 
who were present, were then presented by Past Grand 
Master LOCKE, and were installed by Past Grand 
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Master DRUMMOND, and proclamation was made, after 
which the Grand Master assumed the East. 

Bro. ALBRO E. CHASE presented the following 
resolution, which was unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Grand Lodge are returned 
to M. W. Past Grand Master .J OSEPH A. LOCKE for the earnest, 
efficient and manly manner in which he has discharged the 
duties of Grana Master for the past two years. 

The Grand Secretary was authorized to publish the 
portrait of Past Grand Master LOCKE in the Proceed

Ings. 

W. ERMON D. EASTMAN, attended by a delegation 
. from Portland Lodge, then, in behalf of members 
of . Portland Lodge, presen ted a Past Grand Master's 
jewel to Past GranJ Master LOCKE, who accepted it 
with graceful thanks to the lodge. 

The Grand Master announced the following 

STANDING COMMITTEES. 

On Credentials. 
W~{. N. HOWE, FRANCIS L. TALBOT, CHAS. B. ADAMS. 

On Grievances and Appeals. 
CHARLES 1. COLLAMORE, JOSEPH M. HAYES, EDWARD P. BURNHAM. 

On Publication. 
FESSENDEN I. DAY, W. SCOTT SHOREY, MANr~Y G. TRASK. 

On History. 
SUMNER J. CHADBOURNE, HORA CE MITCHELL, JOSEPH A. LOCKE. 

On Dispensations and Charters. 
AUG. B. FARNHAM, ARCHIE L. TALBOT, EDMUND B. MAI,LET. 

On Amendments to the Constitution. 
HORA C E H. BURBANK, Wn. R. G. ESTES, ALDEN M. WETHERBEE. 

On Masonic Jurisprudence. 
J OSIA H H. DRUMMOND, MARQUIS F. KING, HOIlACE H. BURBANK. 
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On Fore'ign Correspondence. 
JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND, EDWARD P. BURNHAM, ALBRO E. CHASE. 

On Condition oj the Fraternity. 
HENRY R. TAYLOR, HOWARD D. SMITH, ALBERT M . PENLJ<,Y. 

On Library. 

W . S. CHOATE, (ex-officio) ALBRO E. CHASE, JOSEPH A. LOCKE . 

On Transportation. 
STEPHEN BERRY, W. FREEMAN LORD, CHAS. M. SLEEPER. 

On Returns. 
STEPHEN BERRY, MOSES TAIT, ELMER E. SPOFFORD. 

The Grand Master ordered that Mount Olivet 
Lodge, No. 203, at Washington, be transferred from 
the Seventh to the Ninth District. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS. 

Bro. ARCHIE L. TALBOT, for the Committee on Un
~ finished Business, reported that the business of the 

communication was completed, which report was ac
cepted. 

The minutes were read and approved, and at I I 
o'clock the Grand Lodge was closed, prayer being 
offered by Grand Chaplain JOHN GIBSON. 

Attest: 

Grand Secretary. 

The eighty-first Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge 

will be held at Masonic Hall, Portland, 1'uesday, May 1, 1900, 
at 9 o'clock A. M. 
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~REPORTS "Y'-

OF 

FIRST DISTRICT. 

To M. W. JOSEPH A. LOC KE, 

Grand Master oj the Grand Lodge oj Maine . 

. I herewith submit my official report as District Deputy Grand Mastel' of 
the First Masonic District. 

I have made official visits to each lodge in my district during the year. 
I have installed all their officers except those of Pioneer I,odge. All the 
installations, with one exception, have been private, and have been attended 
by members of neighboring lodges, and each has been the occasion of many 
pleasant greetings. 

December 24th, visited Pioneer Lodge, No. 72. This was a stated meet
ing. There was a good attendance of officers and melllbers, and the M. M. 
degree was conferred. The officers of this lodge are young and interested 
in their work, and the lodge is in good condition financially. 

January 5th, visited Caribou Lodge, No. 170. This was a regular meet
ing and the time fixed for installation, and by invitation I installed the offi
cers into their respective stations. This is a good lodge and well officered . 
. The records are in good hands and correctly kept. 

January 23d, visited Trinity Lodge, No. 130, and by invitation installed 
-the officers elect, and witnessed work in E. A . degree, which was done by 
the new officers in a very satisfactory manner. 

January 25th, visited Eastern Frontier Lodge, No. 112, and by invitation 
installed the officers and witnessed work in E. A. degree. There was a 
large attendance of visiting brethren. The work was finely done, calling for 
very little criticism. On completion of the work remarks were made by a 
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number of the visitors. Refreshments were served and all enjoyed a pleas
ant and profitable evening. 

I have attended nearly every meeting of Washburn Lodge, No. 193, of 
which I am a member, and have witnessed work in all of the degrees, and 
whenever occasion has occurred have made corrections and suggestions. 

In conclusion, allow me to thank the officers and brethren of the several 
lodges in my district for the many courtesies extended to me during the 
past two years. I trust, and doubt not, they will receive my successor 
with that cordiality which has made my official duties so pleasant and 
agreeable. Fraternally submitted. 

HERBERT S. SLEEPER, D. D. G. M. 1st M. D. 

SECOND DISTRICT. 

To M. W. JosEPH A. LocKE, 
Grand. Master of the Grand. Lorl.ge of Maine. 

I have the honor to submit my first annual report as District Deputy 
Grand Master of the Second Masonic District. 

I have visited every lodge in this district and witnessed work in each of 
them. It gives me pleasure to state that the lodges in this district perform 
the work quite uniformly. The records are correctly kept, and the lodges 
in quite prosperous condition. 

June 8th, granted permission to Lewy's Island Lodge, No. 138, to appear 
in public at divine worship. 

November 23d, visited Lewy's Island Lodge, No. 138, and witnessed work . 
in Master Mason's degree. Officers' stations all filled and work well rendered. 
Records well and neatly kept by Bro. S. 0. HoAR. Financial standing good. 

February 8th, I visited Washington Lodge, No. 37. Work in Master 
Mason's degree. This lodge does excellent work. Very few delinquent 
members. Bro. w~r. McBRIDE keeps the records correctly and neatly. 

The eleventh annual convention of this district met with Crescent JJodge 
January 18, 1899. Large delegations from the lodges in this district were 
present; several other lodges were also represented. Convention called to 
order at 2 P. M. by R. W. E. H. FISHER, who stated the object of it, after 
which a lodge of Master Masons was opened in due form. Saint Croix 
Lodge exemplified the work in the E. A. degree. A few remarks and criti
cisms were made. The work was well performed. Crescent Lodge exempli
fied the work in the F. C. degree in an excellent manner. The convention 
then adjourned to the banquet room, where an excellent supper was served 
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by the ladies of the Methodist sewing circle, after which the convention 
was called to order and Washington Lodge, No. 3i, exemplified the work 
in M. M. degree in a fine style. Tbe attendance was 150. The brethren 
all agree that this convention was a success, as they have all been making 
tbe work uniform in the different lodges. Tbe next convention will be held 
with Washington Lodge, Lubec. 

Febru~ry 18th, granted permission to Saint Croix Lodge tc appear in 
public at divine worship. 

February 20th, visited Saint Croix Lo,,: ge; work in M. M. degree, well 
performed. Lodge in good standing; records well kept by Past D. D. G. M. 
S. D. MORRELL. 

February 27th, visited Eastern Lodge !.nd witnessed work in the Master 
Mason's degree. This lodge does fine work, with Past D. D. G. M. BRADISH 
as W. M. Our venerable Bro. W. J . FISHER rendered good service in per
forming the work. 

March 1st, Crescent Lodge worked the E. A. degree on the evening of 
tbis date, and I made this my official vi~it to them, it being my home lodge. 

The officers of this lodge take great interest in their work! which is rendered 
very near the ritual work. Records well kept by Bro. GEO. W. ALLAN. 

April 16th, granted permission to Crescent Lodge to appear in pnblic at 
divine worship, it being also a farewell sermon by Bro. E. S. GAHAN. 

Tbis concludes my official work. 
Thanking you, Most Worshipful, for the honor, and also the brethren of 

the different lodges for the courtesy with which I have been received as 
your representative, 

I am respectfully and fraternally yours, 

EVERETT H. FISHER, D. D. G. ltf. 2d ltf. D. 

W. Pembroke, April 29, 1899. 

THIRD DISTRICT. 

To M. W. JOSEPH A. LOCKE, 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Maine. 

r have the honor of presenting my second annual report as D. D. G. M. 

of the Third Masonic District. 
I have visited each lodge in the district this year, and as a whole they are 

prosperous. While I have found by the records of some of the lodges that 
the attemlance was small, yet the officers were very generally in attendance. 
Work has been rather light the past year. I find that decided action has 
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been taken in regard to delinquent members in most of the lodges and some 
members have been suspended, a very unpleasant but necessary duty. The 
work that I witnessed of the different lodges was good-well up to the stand
ard, and all of the meetings largely attended, very much better than last year. 

January 28th, visited Tuscan, 106, Addison Point, ancl. witnessed work in 
the third degree, which was very finely executed. There was a large attend
ance of its members, also a number from other lodges. I fonnd by in
spection of the records that they have made an increase over last year's 
membership. The financial condition of the lodge is good, and the records 
are neatly and correctly kept. Previously to the work, I installed the offi
cers, who were the same as last year. After the close of the lodge a fine 
banquet was served., 

.January 31st, visited Jonesport Lodge, at Jonesport, and publicly installed 
its officers in the presence of a large number of the brethren and their 
friends, assisted by Bro. GEORGE F. MANSFIELD as Marshal and Bro. NEW
PORT as Chaplain. Music was furnished by a select· choir, adding much 
to the pleasure of the occasion. The lodge occupies a new and commodious 
hall, which they have recently finished, and in order to meet their obliga
tions have deemed it necessary to increase their dues from one to two dol
lars per year. Such a change is apt to make it harder for the Secretary to 
collect., but he informs me that the members are adapting themselves to the 
change and it is much easier to collect than at first. They have a fine hall, 
well arranged, and judging from the spirit manifested they will soon be in 
good financial standing. I did not have the pleasure of witnessing their 
work this year, but remember with much pleasure that of last year, and 
have no doubt of their ability in that respect. A banquet was served at the 
close of the lodge and a social hour passed. 

Febuary 7th, visited Warren Lodge, No.2, at East Machias. Witnessecl. 
work in the Second degree, which was above criticism. At the present time 
Warren is the model lodge of this district. Their candidates are examined 
in the degrees before advancement, and all their business is done in a thor
ough and business-like manner. Bro. TALBOT takes a great interest in -the 
work, and is well supported by the officers and brethren. The lodge is in 
good financial standing and the records are neatly and correctly kept. Pre
viously to the work, I installed the officers. After the close of the lodge, re
freshments were served. 

Febuary 13th, visited Pleiades Lodge, 173, at Milbridge, in one of the 
most severe snow storms for years. It was utterly impossible for the 
brothers to get to the lodge from a distance. Those who lived in the vicinity 
of the lodge room were there, but not enough to do any work. I installed 
those of the officers who were present, and passed a very pleasant and en
joyable evening. The lodge is officered by some of the leading business 
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men of the town, and I have no doubt of its future prosperity. After clos
ing an oyster supper was served. 

February 14th, visited Narraguagus Lodge, Cherryfield. This is one of our 
best lodges. They have had very little work the past year. They have a very 
fine hall, well furnished, and a good set of officers who look after the interest 
of their lodge and are capable of doing good work. By invitation of the 
Master I installed the officers, assisted by F. A. CAMPUELL, Marshal, and 
B\:otherLoMuARD, Chaplain. Owing to the unpleasantness of the weather, 
the attendance was small. Lunch was served in the hall and a time spent 
in social conversation. 

February 18th, made my official visit to Lookout Lodge, No. Vll, Cutler. 
The lodge was well represented by its members and qnite a large delegation 
from Warren and otber lodges. I found a very great improvement in the 
spirit and interest manifested over last year. The officers are taking a de
cided interest and are anxious to do the best work possible, and if the same 
zeal continues, there is 'no doubt but that they will be successful. They not 
having work, after a short talk the doors were opened to the ladies and 
friends of the brethren, and I proceeded to install the officers, F . L. TALuoT 
assisting as Grand Marshal. I found the records in good form. The de
linquent members are being looked after, and the lodge generally is iu good 
condition. At the closc, we repaired to the hall below, where refreshments 

, were served, to which we all did ample justice. 

March 6th, made my official visit to Harwood, my home lodge, it being 
the regular monthly meeting. We hav~ been doing a very small amount of 
work the past year, but the outlook is brighter. We had two applications 
this evening. We also have a candidate who has taken two degrees. Our 
books are well kept, and the business well attended to. We have a com
mittee who are authorized to settle with those who have fallen behind with 
their dues. The officers have been very prompt and regular in their attend
ance, but work is needed to bring in the members, and for the want of it 
thtl attendance has not been what we would like. After the regular monthly 
business I installed the officers. 

And now, Most Worshipful, I thank you for the honor conferred upon 
me, and also the brethren of the several lodges for their courtesy and hos
pitality during my official visits. 

Fraternally submitted, 

G. HARRIS FOSTER, D. D. G. M. 3d. M. D. 

Machias, April 8, 1899. 
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FOURTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. JOSEPH A. LOCKE, 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Maine . 

.I have the honor herewith to submit my second annual repurt as District 
Deputy Grand Master for the Fourth Masonic District. It gives me pleasure, 
to report to you the harmonious and prosperous condition of the several 
lodges, except one, under my care. I have visited each lodge once during 
the year, and as a rule find them doing good work. The best working 
lodges are those whose officers attend the Grand Lodge and conventions of 
instruction. I have urged the necessity of Masters and Wardens attending 
the Grand LodgE! in all my visits to lodges. Another very important ques
tion is that of dues. My instructions to Secretaries of lodges were to be 
governed strictly by their by-laws. This is of the utmost importauce to the 
lodge and its members. 

August 26th, I attended a convention for instruction at Rockland, called 
by M. W. FRANK E. SLEEPER, Grand Lecturer. lL was very instructive. 
The three degrees were exemplified. First degree by Mt. Olivet, No. 203, 
Washington; Second degree by Amity, No.6, Uallden; Third degree by 
Rockland, No. 76, Rockland. A large number presen~; criticisms general. 
CorrectiOl:s by the Grand Lecturer. Lodges represented from Fourth Dis
trict, Hancock, No.4, Castine, W. Master, Treasurer and Senior Warden; 
Ira Berry, No. 187, Bluehill, W. Master; Reliance, No. 195, Stoni[]gton, 
W. Master. I wish a large number had been present. 

November 1st, I visited Marine Lorlge, No. 122, Deer Isle. Work in the 
M. M. degree, which was performed in a very fine manner. This lodge has 
a fine hall, which adds much to the interest of its members. This is the 
home of R. W. EUlER P. SPOFFORD, S. G. W., who is always present with 
words of counsel and good cheer. I was received by officers and members 
very cordially, especially by W. M. J. J. Spon'oRD, who invited me to his 
home. This lodge is ill a very prosperous condition; some sixty present. 

November 2d, I visited Naskeag Lodge, No. 171, Brooklin. The interest 
in this lodge the past year was not up to former years. The business of the 
Master and Secretary called them out of town several months. I found that 
the records had not been written up and their regular meetings had not been 
kept up. This was a stated meeting; Senior Warden and seven members 
present; no work. 

NoveUlber 3d, I visited Eggemoggin Lodge, No. 128, Sedgwick. Tbis was 
a special meeting, called by my request. Work exemplified in the Second 
degree by the officers in a fine manner. I found -a good degree of interest 
manifested by the officers and members; they have expended two hundred 
dollars in beautifying their lodge room. This sum was paid by the mem-
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bers. They have a fine masonic home and are doing good work. The 
records are iu good hands, neat and correct. 

November 5tb, I visited Reliance Lodge, No. 195, Stonington. Work in 
the Second degree exemplified by the Senior Warden in a very excellent 
manner. The interest shown was the large numbers present at tbe meetings. 
Tbli only fault I found was the large amount of uncollected dues. I ad
vised the Secretary to at once reduce the list of non· paying members, as 
it adds no strength to tbe lodge. I was received very cordially and enter
tained by officers and members; records neat and correct. 

November 17tb, I visited Hancock Lodge, No.4, Castine, and witnessed 
work in the third degree. The work was quite well done. W. M. C. FRlm 
JONES is a devoted worker, and the lodge has improved under his care. The 
records are in the hands of P. M. C. H. HOOPER, who being an earnest and 
efficient worker, has placed the lodge in the front rank in collecting its dues. 
No member owes more than one year's dues, and only four or five, one 
year. This iti a good record. 

December 21st, I visited Rising Star Lodge, No. 179, Penobscot, and by 
invitation publicly installed the officers, assisted by Bro. F. S. PERKINS, 
P. M. of Hancock Lodge, as Grand Marshal. Interesting remarks were 
made> by visiting brothers. After tbe lodge closed we were in vi~ed to the 
Grange Hall, where the ladies had prepared a beautiful supper, and enter
tained us with music. God bless the ladies! what could poor mall do witb
out tbem? Records neat, and correctly kept. 

January 5tb, by invitation, I installed tbe officers of Hancock Lodge, 
Castine, assisted by P. M. F. S. PERKINS as Grand Marsbal. We expect to 
bear good reports from this lodge, as tbis is the fourth time Bro. JOHN F. REA 
has been called to tbe chair. His interest in Masonry leads us to believe 
tbat the building will grow in wisdom, strength and beauty. 

February 20th, I visited Ira Berry Lodge, No. 187, Bluehill. The M. M. 
degree was conferred in a very nile manner. Tbere were five lodges rep
resented, namely: Lygonia, Ellsworth; Hancock, Castine; Eggemoggin, 
Sedgwick; Naskeag, Brooklin; and Rising Star, Penobscot. About 100 
present. Remarks by visiting brothers. I had the pleasure of meeting 
R. W. District Deputy Grand Master JAMES E. PARSONS, of Ellswortb. The 
records are in good hands, neat and correct. After the lodge closed, the 
W. Master invited all present to the banquet room, where a baked bean sup
per was prepared by the Ladies, which was enjoyed by all. 

In severing my official rel~tions with the members of the Fourth Masonic 
District, I wish most sincerely to thank the officers and members of the 
several lodges for their kind and cordial greetings at all times. It will long 
be remembered as one of the pleasantest services of my life. Brethren, may 
we all live within the compass and the square. 
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And to you, Most Worshipful Grand Master, 1 cannot express my grati
tude for your continued confidence in appointing me a second time as Dis
trict Deputy of the Fourth Masonic District. Please accept my most sincere 
thanks for the honor you have conferred on me, trusting that the work per·· 
formed by me shall add strength to the Masonic Temple. 

Uespectfully and fraternally submitted, 
E. F. DAVIES, D. D. G. M. 4th M. D. 

Castine, March 6, 1899. 

FIFTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. JOSEPH A. LOCKE, 
Gmnd Master of the Grand Lodge of Maine. 

I have the honor to submit my first annual report as D. D. G. M. of the 
Fifth District. 

Previously to officially visiting any lodge, I attended the meeting for in
struction at Houlton, by M. W. FRANK E. SLE)~PER, Grand Lecturer, where 
the esoteric work was carefully reviewed with much profit to myself. 

October 2ith, made my official visit to Mosaic Lodge, at Foxcroft. They 
conferred the Master Mason's degree on two candidates, which was finely 
done. Quite a large attendance; visiting brothers from Dexter and other 
lodges. Three applications received that night. This lodge is prospering, 
and in good hands. The records are neatly kept. A baked bean supper 

I was served at refreshment, which made it It very enjoyable occasion. 
November 21st, made my official visit to Doric Lodge, No. 149, held at 

Monson. 
very fine. 

Wituessed work in E. A. degree and M. M. C;egree, which was 
F ad the pleasure of meeting P. D. D. G. M. ALBEH-r F. JACK-

SON. The records, in the hands of Bro. HAYNES, are very neatly kept. 
There was a good attendance. At the close all sat down to an oyster supper. 

November 22d, visited Columbia Lodge, No. 200, at Greenville. This is 
a new lodge, and they not having any work the papt year, could not make 
so good a showing as I should have liked. They exemplified the work in 
E. A. degree, which was done very well. They have a nice set of record 
books, which are well kept by Bro. SHAW. 

September 23d, made an official visit to Olive Branc.h Lodge, Charles
ton. It came on stormy, so there was only a small attendance. Witnessed 
the opening and closing. They balloted on and accepted a candidate, so 
they will have work. The records are in good hands. Later I visited this 
lodge again and witnessed work on the Fellow Craft's and Master Mason's 
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degrees, which was finely done. I had the pleasure of meeting with 
P. D . . D. G. M. THOMAS J. PEAKS, as this is his masonic home. 

December 12th, by invitation, I visited Pleasant River Lodge, Brownville, 
. a.nd installed the officers, assisten byP. D. D. G. M. E. M. JOHNSTON as 

Ma.rshal, and Bro. CURTIS as Chaplain. I found the new officers wide 
awake and zealous in the work. After the installation we . repaired to 
Hotel Herrick, and partook of an oyster supper. I intended to visit this 
lodge again and witness work, but the opportunity did not present itself. 

February 24th, made an official visit to Piscataquis Lodge, Milo. Wit
nessed work in Master Mason's degree, which was well done. This is a 
strong lodge. Dues well collected and records neatly kept in the hands of 
Bro. MURRAY. 

February 25th, made an official visit to Mount Kineo Lodge, Guilford. Wit
nessed work in F. C. degree, which was well done. Secretary reported dues 
well collected. 

Composite Lodge is my masonic home and I have made no official visit, btl t 
have been present at nearly every meeting. I am happy to state that the 
lodge is having a degree of prosperity such as it never had before. The 
officers and members are alive, and take great interest in the work. We 
are making an effort to collect the back dues and get out of debt, which we 
bope to see accomplished before long. 

Most Worshipful, I greatly appreciate the honor you bestowed upon me 
by this appointment, coming as it did, unsolicited. I wish to thank, through 
you, the brethren of the several lodges for their kindness and courtesy. 

Fraternally submitted, 
FRED H. SAY AGE, D. D. G. M. 5th M. D. 

La Grange, April 10, 1899. 

SIXTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. JOSEPH A. LOCKE, 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Maine. 

I have the honor to submit my first annual report as District Deputy 
Grand Master of the Sixth Masonic District. 

There have been thirty-one initiations during the year by the nine lodges, 
a gain of eight over last year. 

In August I attended the convention for instruction in masonic work, held 
at Rockland, by the Grand Lecturer. It was the largest and most interest
ing convention I e.ver attended, and must have been of great benefit to the 
craft. 
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October 14th, I publicly installed the officers of Star in the East Lodge, 
No. 60, at Oldtown, assisted by Wor. Bro. V. E. TUCKER, as Grand Mar
shal. There were present some two hundred. The services were inter
spersed with appropriate music hy the Apollo Quartette of Bangor. At the 
close of the ceremonies we repaired to the banquet hall, where a fine hanquet 
was served; . after which we returned to the lodge room, and the quartette 
gave a concert, which was greatly enjoyed by all. 

Star in the East, being my masonic home, and as 1 have been present at 
almost llvery meeting during the year, I deemed an official visit unnecessary. 
I believe the work of this lodge, both under the past and present officers, 
will compare very favorably with the lodges in this district. The officers 
are young men, and are very much interested in their work. This lodge 
has a good hall, and is in good condition financially. The records are in 
the hands of Wor. Bro. CHARL~;S A. DILLINGHAM, and are neatly and cor
rectly kept. The dues are well collected. 

December 24th, by invitation, I publicly installed the officers of Lynde 
Lodge, No. 174, at Hermon. I was assisted in the installation ceremonies 
by 'Vor. Bro. E. W. CHESU~Y as Grand Marshal, and also by a fine choir. 
The hall was well filled with the brethren and friends. 

The Eastern Star Chapter also installed their officers the same evening; 
the ceremonies were very interesting and very nicely performed. We then 
repaired to the banqnet hall, where a fine supper was served, after which we 
returned to the lodge room, where a fine programme was presented, consist
ing of singing by the choir and individual members, and speaking by the 
brethren. This lodge owns its building, and is out of debt. The records 
are in good hands, and the dues well collected. 

December 28th, I made an official visit to Kenduskeag Lodge, No. 13i, at 
Kenduskeag, and witnessed work in the Master Mason's degree. This lodge 
has had bnt little work for the past few years and this was their first work 
on the Third degree for nearly two years; conseqnently the work as a whole 
was not up to_hat done by the lodges in this district, that have been favored 
with more work, although some of the parts were finely taken. 

This lodge is in excellent financial condition, having a good sum in the 
treasury. The dues are promptly collected. The records, at the time of my 
visit, were in the hands of Bro. W. S. SPRATT, and were kept in a very 
efficient manner. The Past Master's degree was conferred on the Master 
elect. The lodge closed in due and ancient form, when all repaired to the 
hall below, where a fine banquet was served by the ladies. 

January 3d, Carmel. Benevolent Lodge, No. 87. On the above date, I 
publicly installed . the officers of this lod~e, with Wor. Bro. GEORGE E. 
DOnGE acting as Grand Marshal. The hall was filled to its utmost capac
ity with the brethren, tbilk families and inv~teci guests. The male quar .. 
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tette and choir furnished good music, whic'h added much to the enjoyment 
of the occasion. After the installation, an oyster supper was served in the 
hall below, to which all did ample justice. Returning to the lodge room, 
we had the pleasure of listening to a fine musical and literary entertaiomellt, 
that had been carefully prepared, and also to speeches by the brethren. I 
did not hav.e time to examine the records, but from my acquaintance with 
the Secretary, Bro. C. K. JOHNSON, I should not hesitate to say that they 
are kept in due and correct form, and he is looking well after the dues. I 
was accompanied by Bro. GEORGE F. KENT, of Belfast, and we were kindly 
cared for by Bro. LEWIS C. WHITTEN and wife at their pleasant home. 

January 7th, I visited Mystic Lodge, No. 65, at Hampden, and by invita
tion installed their officers, assisted by Wor. Bro. W. W. EMERSON of that 
lodge as Grand Marshal. The installation was open to Master Masons and 
their families and there was a good attendance. A male quartette furnished 

'good music during the ceremonies. The members of Mystic Lodge are 
. great entertainers, and I was very sorry that on account of sickness I had to 

take the car for horne as soon as the installation service was over. 
January 12th, I made an official visit to Howard Lodge, No. 69, at Winter

port, and by request, installed their officers, with Wor. Bro. AUGUSTUS I. 
MAYO, as Grand Marshal. The installation was private, after which an 
oyster slipper was served. We then returned tc the lodge room and passed 
an hour or two going over the work and some of the lectures, taking up 
such parts as I thought wOllld be of the most benefit to the lodge. I found 
the officers of this lodf:e to be very good ritualists and very much interested 
in the work, and not afraid to ask questions of the D. D. G. M., when they 
had an opportunity. This lodge owns its building and has a small funci on 

. hand. The records are well kept by Bro. J. H. BAKER, and he is looking 
after the dues. 

January 18th, assisted by Wor. Bro. V. E. T UCKER, of Star in the East, 
as Grand Marshal, I installed the officers of Mechanics' Lodge, No. 66, at 
Orono. Tbe installation was private. There were a goodly number of the 
brethren present. I had the pleasure of meeting Past D. D . G. M. '8 DURGIN 
ano. MAYO at this their masonic home, and had their assistance in conferring 
the Past Master's degree on the Master elect. The lodge closed in due 
form and all repaired to the banquet hall, where a bountiful supper was 
served, and a social hour passed. I made an official visit to this lodge on 
March 1st, and witnessed the conferring of the Master Mason's degree on 
two cano.idates. In view of the fact that this was the first time the present 
officers had worked this degree, they did it in a very efficient manner. The 
candidates were conducted into open lodge, and passed one of the best ex
aminations I ever heard, showillg they had made "suitable proficiency in 
the preceding degrees. " The past year has been a very prosperuus one for 

18 G. L. 
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Mechanics' Lodge, and the members are to be congratulated 0)1 the amount 
of work done, the quality of the work, and the high stand ing of the candi
dates. There was a good '1ttendance. This lodge has a good fund on hand. 
The records are well kept, being in the hands of Past D. ]). G. IVL A. J. 
DURGIN, who has served a number of years, and the dues are well collected. 
A t the close, a nice collation was served in the banquet hall. 

January 27th, by invitation· of the Master elect, I installed the officers of 
St. Andrew's Lodge, No. 83, at Bangor, assisted by Wor. Bro. V. E. T UC KER 
as Grand· Marshal. The installation was private, but there was a good at
tendance. The Apollo Quartette was present and furnished appropriate 
music during the services. This is the largest lodge in this district, having 
two hundred and thirteen members, and are in good financial condition, and 
the interest strong. The records are in good hands. The lodge closed in 
due and ancient form, and all partook of a fine banquet served in the spa
cious hall above, after which there were speeches by several brethren, and 
selections by the quartette which concluded a most enjoyable evening . 

. February 7th, with the assistance of Wor. Bro' V. E. TUCKEtt as Grand 
Marshal, I had the honor to install the officers of Hising Virtue Lodge, No. 
10, at Bangor, in the presence of a large number of the brethren of this and 
other lodges. Fine music was rendered during the evening by the Apollo 
Quartette, which made the services very much more impressive. A fine 
banquet was served, after which we repaired to the rooms of the new 
Masonic Club, and passed a very pleasant hour in looking over these elegant 
rooms and in social intercourse. 

On March 25th, I made my official visit to Mystic I,odge, No. 04, at 
Hampden. This was a stated communication, and after the routine busi
ness was done, the officers excmplified the Master Mason's degree, which ' 
was fairly well done. This lodge has not had much work for the past year. 

I made such criticisms and suggestions as seemed to me to be for the best 
interest of the lodge. The records are well kept. The dues are not as well 
collected as in most of the lodges in this district. Banquet at the close. 

In conclusion, I thank you, Most Worshipful, for the honor conferred 
upon me by the appointment, and the officers and brethren of the several 
lodges, for courtesies extended. And I wish especially to thank Wor. Bro. 
V. E . TUCKER, of Oldtown, for assistance rendered me on many occasions. 

Fratermilly yours, 

FHED C. BARTON, D. D. G. ]YI. 6th M. D. 
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SEVENTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. JOSEPH A. LOCKE, 
G1'and Master oj the Grand Lodge oj 11{aine. 

I herewith submit my annual report. It being my second term as D. D. 
Grand Master I do not deem it necessary to make special mention of each 
lodge, as their condition has not materially changed, but briefly note the 
work of tbe year and its results. 

The Scythe of Time bas cut the brittle thread which held many of our 
elder brethren here, returns showing that nineteen have passed to the Ce
lestial lodge above. We are left in their places, but to fill them we feel we 
must be true masons. 

" So we take the task assigned us, 
This in view, 

Some sweet event ide will find us 
Resting, too." 

The lodge at Washington, u. D., was constituted on July 15th, as Mount 
Olivet Lodge, No. 203. I was very sorry that business prevented my at
tendance. The brothers informed me that the meeting was interesting and 
socially much enjoyed. 

I attended the convention of the Grand Lecturer, at Lewiston, where I 
met a goodly number of brother Deputies, and acquired much valuable 
knowledge, which I found of benefi t in my official visits, as many questions 
arose identical with those in the convention, which I was expected to 
answer. During these visits I advocated the advantage of holding a district 
convention, and having our Grand Lecturer present, so that, as the work 
was exemplified, the brethren might compare and criticize the same and get 
the correct version from standard authority. The brethren heartily acceded 
to my wishes, and the convention was holden December 20th, with Sebasti
cook Lodge at Clinton, which had generously offered to entertain. 

The meeting was opened at 9.30 A. M. by Sebasticook Lodge, after which 
Marsh HiveI' Lodge, of Brooks, assnmed the stations and worked the First 
degree in a very acceptable manner. Discussions followed, which occupierl 
till the noon hour, when we were called to refreshment, where the Clinton 
brethren and their lad ies proved their ability to entertain. 

We re-assembled at 1. 30, when the F. C. degree was exemplified by a vol
unteer lodge, followed by Unity Lodge, of Thorndike, working the M. M. 
degree. The work in all the degrees was creditably performed. The 
brethren were very courteous in their remarks and questions, which were 
answered by Bro. SLEEPER in his usual brief and gentlemanly manner. 
All were deeply interested, and every moment profitably· occupied until 
6.20, when we adjourned. 
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This was our first attempt at a convention and occ.asioned me much anxiety 
and some doubts for the result. But the fraternal spirit manifested through
out the day, the many c.ourtesies shown me, and a unanimous vote to meet 
again in 1899, were very gratifying, and well paid for all my t ime and efforts 
to bring it about. I wish here to thauk the brethren who promptly responlled 
to my calls for work, and especially Bro. SLEEPElt for his kind and able as
sistance; but to Bro. MCGORRILL, P. M. of Sebasticook Lodge, its members 
and their lad,ies, words do not express my gratitude, but I hope to some time 
help to;return the favor. 

In summarizing, I wish to say that I have visited each lodge once, and 
some several times, during the year, installed their officers when requested 
and enjoyed their banquets. I have found them as a whole, financ ially 
sound, well officered, and keeping good record of their work. In harmony 
with th~mselves, and at peace with each other. So that I trust nothing 
from us will prevent you from again reporting" Not a single complaint 
has been made to me in your Grand Jurisdiction." 

In closing, I wish to thank the brethren of the district for their hearty sup-
port, and you, Most Worshipful, for your continued confidence, which I 
have tried to merit. 

, 

Fraternally 'yours, 
ALBERT W. WARD, D . D. G. M. 7th M . D. 

EIGHTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. J OSEPH A. LOCKE, 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Maine. 

I have the honor to present my second anuual report as District Deputy 
Grand Master of the Eighth Masonic District. The masonic year which bas 

, just closed, has been made sorrowful to the brethren in the Eighth District. 
Situated on the sea coast, the lodges have many mariners among their mem-' 
bel'S, and the terrible storms of the past winter have thinned their ranks 
sadly. 

August 26th, I attended the convention at Rockland, and was very much 
interested in the work of all three degrees, as presented by the lodges of the 
Ninth District, and the many questions 'trom the brethren, and answers by 
Bro. SLEEPER, were of great benefit to all present. 

December 28th, I visited Excelsior Lodge, No. 151, Northport, and wit· 
nessed work in the M. M. degree, which was done in a fine and impressive 
manner. The W. M., ISAAC HILLS, gives promise, from the way in which 
he conferred this degree for the first time, that he will make an excellent 
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Master. The records were neat and correctly kept, and the uues well col
lected. 

December 29th, made my official visit to Island Lodge, No. 89, Isleboro. 
Witnessed work in M. M. degree. The work was very fine, all the officers 
performing their parts in an almost faultless manner, especially the W. 
Master and Senior Warden. I met six members of this lodge at the con
vention in Rockland, which explains the good interest manifested on this 
occasion. The records are a model of neatne~s, and the dnes well collected. 

December 30th, by invitation, I publicly installed the officers of Excelsior 
Lodge, No. 151, Northport, assisted by Past D. D. OSCAR HILLS as Grand 
Marshal, who retains his old time proficiency and courtesy. Fine singing 
was 'rendered by the village choir, which added much to the beauty of the 
cp.remonies. Some very interesting remarks were made by the brethren 
and visitors present, to which all listened with pleasure. After the installa
tion, a fine collation was served. 

December 31st, by invitation, I publicly installed the officers of King 
David's Louge, No. 62, Lincolnville, and also made it Illy official visit. I wa,s 
assisted in the installation ceremonies by Past D. D. H. W. PERRY as Grand 
Marshal, and also by a fine choir. The records are neatly and correctly kept 
and -the dues fairly collected. Although it was a very stormy night there 
were quite a large number present. After conclusion, we repaired to the 
banquet hall , where refreshments closeu a pleasant evening. 

January 18th, by invitation, I publicly installed the officers of Pownal 
Lodge, No. 110,' Stockton Springs, accompanied by a: full suite. I also 
made this my official visit. The members of this lodge have always taken 
much interest in the work. The records are well kept and the dues well col
lected. The services were interspersed with appropriate music by the vil
lage choir. After the installation we partook of a bountiful supper, and 
were then entertained by the local quartette, readings and recitations, until 
a late hour. 

January 31st, I installe(l the officers of Mariner's Lodge, No. 68, Searsport, 
with the assistance of P. M. J. W. BLA CK as Marshal. The installation was 
public and a large Ilumber were present. Finfl singing was rendered by the 
village choir, which added much to the beauty of the ceremon ies. Some very 
interesting remarks were made by Rev. H. W. NORTON, and Rev. R. G. 
HARIl UTT, to which all listenerl with pleasure. There was also a nice enter
tainment by local talent . The lodge closed and all repaired to the banquet 
hall, where a bountiful supper was enjoyed by all present. 

March 6th, by invitation, I privately installed the officers of Phcenix Lodge, 
No. 24, Belfast, assisted by W. M. CLIFTON WHITTUM as Grand Marshal, 
and Bro. JAMES A. Cor,so~ as Grand Chaplain, and also made this my offi
cial visit. The records are in hands of Bro. JAMES PATTEE, a thoroughly 
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competent Secretary. I was pleased to meet in this his masonic home, Past 
D. D. G. M. G. E. JOHNSON. Many calls for assistance have been received 
by 'this longe during this past year, to which it has promptly responded. 
After the installation a 'fine oyster supper was served in the banquet room. 

Mariners' Lodge, No. 68, Searsport, being my masonic home, I have at
tended most of its meetings, and I can say that the work done by this lodge 
is first~class in every particular. I fin,l by the records that this lodge has 
met for the purpose of exemplifying the work twelve times this last year, 
the W. M., CLIF1'UM WllI1'1'mr, having interested with himself an able corps 
of officers. The records are in the hands of Bro. ADAMS, an interested and 
able Secretary, faithful in all the details of the office. 

In closing, it is with pleasure that I am able to report the lodges in 
harmony with each other. In my visits to the lodges of this district I have 
found the brethren interested in the work, and the social part of masonry 
well maintained. 

I desire to extend my thanks to all the brethren for courtesies rendered, 
and to you, Most Worshipful, for the honor of my appointment. 

Fraternally submitted, 
JAMES E. WENTWORTH D. D. G. M. 8th M. D. 

Searsport, March 21, 1899. 

NINTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. JOSEPH A. LOCKE, 
Grand Master oj the Grand Lodge oj ~JI{aine. 

I herewith submit my report as D. D. G. M. of the Nillth Masonic District. 
June 4th, I visited Knox Lodge, No. 189, at 80uth Thomaston. Although 

one of the smallest in the district, I think the brethren are more interested 
in the work than in many larger lodges. Work was presented in the M. M. 
degree on three candidates, and was correctly and well done. The records 
are in fine condition. 

August 26th, the masonic convention was called to orner by M. W. Bro. 
FRANK E. SLEEPER, Grand Lecturer. The E. A. degree was exemplified by 
Mt. Olivet Lodge, No. 203, of Washington, the F. C. degree by Amity 
Lodge, of Camden, and the M. M. degree by Rockland Lodge, No. 79, of 
Rockland. Attendance-Permanent Members of Grand Lodge 3, District 

• Deputies, 5, W. Masters 16, other officers of lodges 28, Past Masters 21, 
members 128, lodges represented 25. 

September 6th, by order of M. W. JOSEPH A. LOCK~~ , I granted dispen
sation to Rockland Lodge, No. 79, to appear in public at the funeral of Bro. 
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RALPH R. UL~fER. The funeral services were conducted und'er' military 
honors, and the masonic burial service was performed by the lodge at the

grave. \ 
October 29th, visited Union Lodge, No. 31, of Union. Work was in the

M. M. degree, which was done in a very correct manner. Called the W. 

Master's attention to the lodge dues, which were behind, and recommended 
that special effort be mane to collect them. Records correctly kept. 

November 1st, officially visited Rockland Lodge, No. 79. Work was pre
sented in the M. M. degree, which was done in the most satisfactory man
ner, as Bro. BKATON is one, of the best masonic workers in the district. 
Records a perfect model of neatness: dues well collected. 

Nov. 12th, I officially visited my home lodge, Aurora, No. 50. The work 
was exemplified on the M. M. degree, and was well and correctly done. I 
called the attention to collection of dues which were behind. Records in 
good hands and correctly kept. 

November 29th, I publicly installed the officers of Moses Webster Lodge, No. 
145, of Vinalhaven, assisted by W. Bro. A. A. BEATON as Grand Mar
shal. The hall was crowded with members and invited guests, and there 
was a fine selection of muslc, recitations, speeches, &c. 

December 6th, officially visited Orient Lodge, No. 15, of Thomaston. 
The M. M. degree was exemplified. I made some correction in the work, 
and also recommended that efforts should be mane in collecting dues which 
were behind. 

December 26th, I officially visited St. Paul's, No. 82 at Rockport. Work 
was presented in the F. C. degree and was fairly done. I made such cor
rections as I thought necessary. Records in good condition and dues well 
collected. 

December 29th, by invitation, I publicly installed the officers of Union 
Lodge, of Union, assisted by W. Bro. C. E. MgsgRVEY as Grand Marshal. 
Music was furnished by the local choir. At the close a fine banquet was 
served. 

January 10, 1899, by invitation, I ipstalled the officers of Rockland Lodge, 
No. 79, assisted by the Past Master, Bro. A. A. BgATON, as Grand Marshal. 
After the installation a fine supper was ,;erved and a social hour spent. 

January 14th, by invitation, I installed the officers of Knox Lodge, No. 
189, South Thomaston, ana also conferred the Past Master's degree. 

January 17th, by request, I installed the officers of my home lodge, Au
rora, No. 50, together with the officers of Kiug Solomon's Temple R. A. 
Chapter. I was assisted by W. Brother J. R. STgWART as Grand Marshal. 
The music was furnished by the Rockland Choir, which is one of the finest. II 

February 7th, I officially visited Moses Webster Lodge, No. 145, Vinal
haven. Work was presented in the M. M. degree, which was rendered ill a 



266 Proceedings of the [May, 

manner highly creditable to the lodge. The records are in good hands and 
correctly kept; dues well collected. After the work, a fine collation was 
served. 

February 10th, I made my official visit to Amity, No.6, at Camden. 
Work was presented in the M. M. degree. The work was done in a very 
satisfactory and correct manner; in fact it was the best in the district. 
The records are well kept and the dues collected nearly to date. 

February 18th, I officially visited Eureka Lodge, No. 86. Work was pre
sented in the M. M. degree, which was performed by P. D. D. G. M. J. M. 
SMITH in a very pleasing and correct manner. , The records are in fine con
rlition. After the work, a fine banquet was served. 

March 8th, I officially visited St. George Lodge, No. 16. The F. C. degree 
was exemplified, as j,he candidate was not able to be present. St. George 
Lodge has the name of doing good and correct work, and the officers proved 
the same Records in good hands and dues well collected. 

I have visited all the lodges in the district, and find the work correct, the 
records well kept, and the dues, with a few exceptions, well collected. 

In conclusion, allow me, Most Worshipful, to thank you for the honor of 
my appointment as your representative. I have endeavored to attend to the 
duties of the office to the best of my ability. 

Respectfully and fraternally submitted, 
]<'RANK A. PETERSON, D. D. G. M. 9th M. D. 

March 1G, 1899. 

TENTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. JOSEPH A. LOCKE, 

Grand Master oj the Grand Lodge oj Ma'ine. 

I herewith submit my second annual report as District Deputy Grand 
Master of the Tenth Masonic District. 

December 2d, by request, I installed the officers of Anchor Lodge, No. 
1GB, at South Bristol, which was a very pleasant and profitable occasion. 
Refreshments at close. 

On January 26th, by request, I publicly installed the officers of Lincoln 
Lodge, No.3, at Wiscasset. A goodly attendance of brothers and their 
ladies were present. Some very fitting remarks WE're made by Bro. R. K. 

• SEWA LL and others, after which a fine oyster supper was served. 
On January 5th, by request of my own lodge, Seaside, No. 144, I publicly 

installed their officers, Great interest was shown by having a full house of 
brothers and their ladies. A fine banquet was served at. close of meeting. 
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On February 20th; I made my official visit to Bristol Lodge, Bristol Mills, 
and witnessed work on the M. M. degree, which was rendered in a manner 
highly creditable to the lodge. The officers show that they have put consid
erable study into the work. There were only a few corrections to be made. 
A fine supper was served in the hall below at close of meeting. Records 
were well kept. 

March 9th, I visited Bay View Lodge at East Boothbay, and witnessed 
work on the M. M. degree with the S. W. in the East. The work was done 
in a very fine manner. The records, kept by Bro. VICTOR MONTGOMERY, 
are in excellent shape, and the dues are well collected. Refreshments after 
the meeting. 

On March 22d, I went to Dresden I_odge to make my official visit. It 
being a little stormy only three of the brothers appeared. We sat around 
the stove for about an hour, and talked over masonic matters. I heard by 
way of the Secretary that they did not think I would be present on account 
of the storm. This lodge has not done much work for the year past. 

On March 29th, I visited Alna Lodge, No. 43, at Damariscotta, and wit
nessed exemplification of work on the M. M. degree, which was well done. 
This Lodge has a very fine set of officers. The records, kept by Bro. E. E. 

PHILBROOK, Secretary, are in very fine shape. No work for the past year. 
A fine banquet after the lodge closed. 

On March 30th I visited Lincoln Lodge, No.3, and witnessed work in the 
'F. C. degree, which was done in very fine shape. The officers have won
derfully improved in getting the work down fine since one year ago. Bro. 
WILLIAM D. PATTERSON, Secretary, keeps the neatest and best arranged 
records I ever saw. A fine oyster supper was served after the close of the 
meeting. 

On April 7th, I visited King Solomon's Lodge, No. 61, at Waldoboro, 
where I was received with great respect and witnessed exemplification of 
work on the E. A. degree, which was finely done. Records well kept. 
The rooms under the lodge room of this lodge have lately been let for hotel 
purposes, which will make it very uncomfortable for the lodge, and I think 
unsafe to hold meetings in the old quarters above, and I should recommend a 
change of halls. Refreshments at close. 

On March 13th, I visited Anchor Lodge, No. 158 , and witnessed an ex
~mplification of E. A. degree, which was vt;ry satisfactorily done. This lodge 
has lots of Past Masters, who are regular attendants at all of their meet
ings and ready to fill any vacancies, They have had uo work for the past 
year. Records in good hands. Some brothers very much in arrears of 
dueH. 

Seaside Lodge, No. 144, is my home lodge. I have not deemerl it nec
essary to make an official visit, and I esteem it a very great privilege to at-
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tend its meetings. The same officers held over that served' last year, except 

thc J. W. This lodge has had a very prosperous year and is doing good 
work. All the officers are very much interested. The records are finely 

kept and the dues well collected. 
I regret very much that I failed to make an appointment with mverside 

Lodge, as I would very much have liked to make the brothers of that lodge 
a visit and to have made their acquaintance. I have learned that it has 
been a quiet year with them and I wish them good success ill the future . 

I find all the Lodges in this district in good condition. Peace and harmony 

prevail, and the members appear interested in the welfare of the Order. 
Allow me, Most Worshipful, to tender to you my heartfelt thanks for the 

honor conferred by re-appointment; also to the brethren of the several 

lodges for conrtesies shown and assistance rendered. Hoping to be relieved 
from further duty as D. D. G. M., on account of pressing business relations 
in Illy store and steamboat agency, this is 

Respectfully and fraternally snbmitted, 
WILLARD T. MAIm, D . D . G. M. 10th M. D. 

Boothbay Harbor, March 17,1899. 

ELEVENTH DISTRICT. 

To ,M. W. JOSEPH A . LOCKE, 
Grand. Master oj the Grand. Lod.ge oj Maine. 

In submitting my second report for the Eleventh Masonic District, I have 
to narrate a favorable and highly satisfactory coudition of the fraternity 
within its limits. Harmony prevails, and the tongue and heart unite in 
promoting each other's welfare. 

It has been Illy privilege to sit in all the lodges at least once. While I 
have not seen work in all the lodges, the three degrees have been exhibited , 
There is a strong desire in the officers of all the lodges to render correctly 
the ritual, that the valuable lessons may make a deep impression on the 

candidates. 
Bethlehem Lodge presented the E. A. degree in a correct and pleasing 

manner. W. M. BOnGE makes an excellent presiding officer, strictly ad
hering to the ancient landmarks, while Secretary BLANCHARD'S books main
tain the record he has established. 

The F. C. degree was worked by Augusta Lodge in close conformity to 
the ritual. W. M. TOWNSEND has made himself familiar with the duties of 
his office, and discharges them with fidelity. Records correctly kept by 

Bro. LITTLE. 
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W. M. MERCHANT conferred the M. M. degree on the occasion of my visit 
to Kennebec Lod/1:e. The work was well done, very few errors being noted. 
Bro. JONES still has the care of the records. 

Monmouth Longe presented the E. A. degree. W. M. PRESCOTT'S re-elec
tion for a second term proves that he is well qualified for the position . 
Under Past Senior Grand Warden BOYNTON'S care, the work is always well 
done, especially the floor work. 

The condition of the roads prevented me from inspecting the work of 
Morning Star Lodge on the date appointed. 

Dirigo Lodge was visited at their stated meeting. As the candidate did 
not appear, I gave what instructiOJ! seemed necessary. Records safe in 
~he hands of Brother SPROUL. 

Hermon Lodge has built and furnished a beautiful and convenient hall 
with ante-rooms and all conveniences. I was g lad to be present and wit
ness the able and impressive ceremonies of the dedication. As the hall was 
not completed until late in the year, and the traveling was bad, I did not 
arrange for a visit to Hermoll Lodge, believing W. M. POWERS a skillful 
artisan. 

Temple Lodge has taken a new lease of life, having now more work than 
. for many years. Its prospects are bright, its officers studious, and its work 
will compare favorably with other lodges. 

I was invited to install the officers of Morning Star, Augusta, Temple, 
Kennebec and Monmouth Lodges. I complied with the requests so far as 
possible, and performed the ceremonies in the presence of the ladies and 
friends of Morning Star and Augusta Lodges. · 

. Temple Lodge held a private installation. 
At the appointed time I was at Kennebec Lodge, to find the W. M. elect 

sick and unable to be present. 
A previous engagement prevented me from installing the officers of Mon

mouth Lodge on the date which they selected. 
The P. M. degree has been conferred on bnr Masters and three niplomas 

given. 
A healthy increase is noticeable in the membership and initiates, the 

number of initiates showing a twenty per cent increase over last year. The 
roll numbers 1,399 members, a gain of 222 in the last decade. 

In closing my surveillance of the Eleventh District, permit me to r eturn, 
through you, the appreciation which I feel for the courteous and kindly 
treatment both in the 10d/1:e and in the refreshments for the inner man 
which have met me on all my visitations. Most Worshipful, for the honor 
you have again conferred on me, I express my sincere thanks. If my 

. official acts have met with your approval, and if I have added to the pros-
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perity of the craft in the least, I shall feel repaid for the time spent in the 

work. Fraternally submitted, 
LEVI E . JONES, D. D. G. M. 11th M. D. 

TWELFTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. JOSEPH A. LOCKE, 
Grand Master oj the G-rand Lodge oj Maine. 

I have the honor to submit my first report as District Deputy Grand 

Master of the Twelfth Masonic District. 
September 27th, I attended Bro. SLEEPER'S lodge of instruction at Lewis

ton. There was a large attendance, and we came away fully realizing the 

importance of these lodges. 
October 1st, I visited Lafayette Lodge, No. 4S, Readfield. Work was 

exemplified in the M. M. degree. The excellent manner in which W. M. 
FlUNK A. Dow and his brother officers performed their respective parts 
showed careful preparation. Made but few corrections. The records are 
well and neatly kept by Bro. E. A. MORGAN. This lodge is fortunate in 
baving Past D. D. G. M. CROSBY and D. D. G. M. LOVEJOY of the Thir
teenth District at their meetings so often. Opening and closing were wen 
and correctly done. Attendance was good. After the lodge was closed, 
repaired to hall, where refreshments were served. 

October 7th, by request, I publicly installed the officers of Rural Lodge, 
No. 53, Sidney, Past D. D. G. M. ORESTBS E. CROWELL acting as Grand 
Marshal. After the installation ceremony we repaired to the hall, where 
over a hundred partook of an excellent supper. 

October Sth, was invited to install the officers of Vassalboro Lodge, No. 
54, but was unable to attend owing to sickness and bad weather. 

October 20th, by invitation, I publicly installed the officers of Negnem
keag Lodge, No. 166, Vassalboro, Bro. W. B. MAHRINER acting as Grand 
Marshal. There was a good attendance. Refreshments were served in the 
room below, and all enjoyed a pleasant time. 

October 25th, 1 visited Asylum Lodge, No. 133, Wayne, and installed 
the officers, Bro. C. E. WING acting as Grand Marshal. As there was no 
work for the evening, I gave them such instruction as I could. The opening 

and closing were correctly done. The records, in the hands of Bro. J. M. 
MOULTON, are neatly ann accurately kept. This being the heme lodge of 

Past D. D. G. M. CROSBY, I was not disappointed in finding the officers 
well posted. W. M. F. L. CHBNEY invited us to partake of refreshments 
after lodge closed. 
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November 24th, I visited Neguemkeag Lodge, No. 166. Owing to the 
sickness of Bro. CROSBY, Bro. E . G. JACJ{SON acted as VI'. M. 'York was 
done in F. C. degree . Made It few corrections in the work, also gave them 
sllch instruction as I co~ld in the E. A. and M. M. degrees. The records 
al'~ carefully kept by Bro. D . ROLLINS. Refreshments were served in room 
below. 

December 24th, I visited Rnral Lodge, No. 53, Sidney. Work in the M. M. 
degree, which was impres~ i vely done. Made some corrections and sugges
tions, which were well received. The W. M. , Bro. CLUlK, is a zealous worker 
in the lodge. Harmony and peace prevail. The records are well kept by 
Bro. J. F. W.IRREN, who was detained at home by sickness, but sent his 
records for me to examine. This lodge is having considerable work this 
year and appears .to be in a healthy state. 

December 2ith, I visited Vernon Vally Lodge, No. 99, Mt. Vernon. No 
work appearing, I had the officers go over parts of the three degrees. Made 
some corrections in the work. Bro. BURBANK is Secretary, having served 
over twenty years in that capacity, aud his records are carefully and correctly 
kept. Bro. FIlENC H had been recently installed W. M. I havo no doubt 
he will soon become fam iliar with the work. 

December 31st, installed the officers of Messalonskee Lodge, No. 113, 
Oakland, Past D. D. G. M. ORESTES E. CROWELL acting as Grand Marshal. 

January 2, 1899, I visited Waterville Lodge, No. 33. They presented no 
work, as the candidate for the M. M. degree was sick and unable to be 
present. The opening and closing were correctly and impressively done, 
showing that Past D. D. G. M. WALKER has had a watchful care over their 
work. The newlyooelected officers went over parts of the ritual with me. 

January 7th, I visited Messalonskee Lodge, No. 113, which entertaine(\ 
R.ural Lodge of Sydney, a.nd worked the M. M. degree. The records are 
excelleiitly kept and the lodge is ill its usual good condition. It being my 
home lodge, awl I being a constant attenrlant, I do not feel that it needs a 

more detailed report. 
I wrote several times between August :.nd January, to Vassalboro Lodge, 

No. 54, No. Vassalboro, to secure an appointment but failed to get one. I 
was therefore obliged to ask Bro. WALKER, Past D. D. G. M. 12th district, 
to visit the lodge for me. He visited it on January 24th. It was a very 
stormy night and but few members were present. It being the stated -meet
ing, they opened, transacted the business and closed upon the M. M. de
gree. It was the intention of this lodge to exemplify the work of the Third 
degree, but the meagre attendance rendered this impossible. Bro. WALKER 
gave them some assistance in the ritual. 

All the lodges of this district have been visited at least once, and in gen-
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eral, I will give it as my opinion that they are in a creditablE' condition . 
One suggestion seem to me not out of place in this connection. 

The visits of the D. D. G. M. should be primarily for helping and instruct
ing the lodges which he visits. To secure this end work should be per
formed or exemplified' in one or more degrees and carefully explained and 
corrected. I feel that in many cases the social entertainment of the vis it· 
illg official receives more attention and is more carefully planned than the 
regular lodge room work. While no one enjoys prodigal entertainment 
any more than I, still, I do feel that this ought not to usurp the time which 
properly belongs to the lodge room work. Where both cannot be done sat
isfactorily, I hope to see the lodge receive its full share of attentioll, even if 
the entertainment has to be omitted. 

In closing, allow me to tbank you, Most Worshipful Sir, for' the honor 
which you have conferred upon me. I wish also to thank the officers and 
members of the various lodges of this district for their uniformly courteous 
and fraternal greetings on the occasion of my meeting with them. 

Fraternally submitted, 
JAMES H. WITHERELL, D. D .. G. M. 12th M. D. 

THIRTEENTH DISTRICT. 

To M . ..,V. JOSEI'H A. I.oCK!;, 
{jrand Master oj the Grund Lodge of Maine. 

As District Deputy Grand Master of • he Thirteenth Masonic District, I 
have the honor to submit my second annual report. I have visited all the 
lodges in this district and witnessed work, or an exemplification of it, in all 
the degrees, with one exception, Lebanon Lodge, at Norridgewock, which, 
on the whole, show a decided improvement over last year. With one ex
ception, all the lodges have had work during the year, and I am pleased to 
report that peace and harmony prevail throughout this jurisdiction. 

Some of the lodges have been disciplining their members for non-payment 
of dues. Part of them have since paid, and the result has been that others 
in arrears have paid up, and the overhauling of the roll has had, I think, a 
tendency to awaken a better interest in lodge affairs, and to increase the 
attendance of members. Active personal interest of its members in the 
welfare of a lodge is the best guarantee of future prosperity. There is no 
substitute for it. Let the brethren continue to manifest their faith in 
works, and their good in tent ions wilf be crowned with Sllccess. 

June 8th, I granted a dispensation to Euclid Lodge, No. 194, at Madison, 
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to attend church in a body on St: John's Day. I have installed publicly 
and privately the officers of the following lodges: Euclid Lodge, No. 184, 
at Madison, September 19th; Lebanon Lodge, No. 116, at Norridgewock, 
September 27th; Siloam Lodge, No. 92, at Fairfield, January 5th; Northern 
Star Lodge, No. 28, at No. Anson, February 8th. 

February 6th, I ma(le my official visit to Euclid Lodge, No. 194, at Mad
ison, alld wit.nes8ed work in the Fellow Craft degree, which was well and 
very correctly done. There was a good attendance, and the officers and 
brethren were earnest ill the work in which they were engaged . Having 
installed the officers of this lodge a short time before, I knew that everyone 
was new in his position, and having had no chance for practice, I did not 
expect to see such a presentation of the work. With the present boaru of 
officers and the hearty co-operation of its members, I am sat is tied that 
Euclid will make one of the best working lodges in the district. I know 
that some of the breth ren were not very well satisfied wi th my report last 
year, but I could not conscientiously say anything more in their favor. I 
try to deal justly witli every lodge, and if my report of each lodge was not 
all that the brethren would have it, it was as painful to me as to them to see 
it in print. I made a few corrections and suggestions, which were kindly 
received. I was cordially received by the officers and treated with the 
greatest respect by the brethren. The records are still in the hands of Bro. 
RUSSELL, and are neatly and correctly kept . 
. February 20th, I visited Somerset Lodge, No. 34, Skowhegan. This being 

tbeir regular meeting, I was d·isappointed in not seeing a larger attendance 
of the brethren. The officers, however, were all in their respective stations, 
and the work, whicll was in the Entered Apprentice degree, was performed 
with that precision and snap which is characteristic of Somerset Lodge. 
Past Master CIIAS. H. GARDNER has again been called to the East, and from 
the spirit and ability evinced on this occasion, I am convinced that the lodge 
has made a wise choice. With the exception of a slight misunderstaJlding 
over a matter of jurisdiction between this and Carrabassett Lodge, which I 
trust lDay soon be adjusted by the Granu Lodge satisfactorily to both parties, 
peace and harmony prevail. "Behold how good and how pleasant it is for 
brethren to d WE'll together in unity." I made a few corrections, wh icll were 
received with an evident desire on the part of the officers to be correctly in
formed in regard to the standard ritualistic work of the Grand Lodge. The 
records are sti ll in the hands of Bro. LAMBERT, who has long wielded the 
pen for Somerset Lodge, and are a model of that neatness and thoroughness 
which is very commendable. 

Tuesday, February 21st, I made my official visit to Carrabassett Lodge, 
No. 161, of Canaan. This was their Stated Communication, and I was 
pleased to see so good an attendance. The officers and brethren were 
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earnest in their work, and peace anll harmony prevail. After the regular ' 
business, the F. C. degree was conferred, and although the work was very 
well done, I tbink it might be improved upon by a little more practice and 
a closer following of the ritual. The S. D. being absent, the lecture was 
giveu by an old Past Master, Bro. GOWI;;R, who, considering be had not re
viewed it for a number of years, followed tbe ritual remarkably well. I 
tbink the lecture might be made much more impressive to the candidate if 
the S. D. would explain it to him from the chart. I m:tde such corrections 
and suggestions as the case seemed to demand, all of wh ich were kindly re
ceived. The records have changed hands since my visit a year ago, and 
show a decided improvement. A little cloud has arisen on the horizon from 
the direction of Somerset Lodge over a matter of jurisdiction, which I hope 
will soon disappear. 

Febrnary 22d, I officially 'visited Keyste,ne Lodge, ' No. 80, at Solon, and 
saw the work exemplified in the Entel'ed Apprentice degree, which, although 
not quite up to the standard, was very well done. This lodge is not doing 
much work, and I was informed that it was almost impossible for a candi
date to be accepted. It is to be hoped that no brother would exercise the 
power of the ballot to the detriment of masonry; personal prejudice should 
never influence a brother in casting his ballot, and the result of that ballot 

should be safely lodged in the repository of faithful breasts. "The vitality 
of Freemasonry is its mystery, which can only be conserved by its secrecy. 
Rive but a single link in the chain, and what is there to hold us together?" 
'We cannot be too careful about these things'. The records are still in the 

hands of Bro. LONG[~EY, and are a model of neatness. 
February 25th, I visited Bingham Lodge, No. 99, at Bingham, and was 

cordially received by the officers' and brethren. They expected to have 

work in the Third degree, but owing to the condition of the roads the can .. 
didate was unable to be present, so the W. M. kindly consented to exem
plify the work in the F ellow Craft degrce. This lodge did more work last 
year than any other lodge in the district, but I am sorry to say that the 
spec'imens of skill exhibited on this occasion were not quite up to my ex
pectations. I made such correctiolls and suggestions as seemed necessary, 
which were kindly received and from which I hope the lodge may profit. 
The officers shouhl meet occasionally for rehearsals. Examined the records 
and found them in good hands. The dues are the best collected of any lodge 

in the district, which proves that the Secretary knows his duty and performs 
iI, fearlessly, for which he ought to be rewarded. 

On Monday evening, February 27th, I visited Northern Star Lodge, No. 
28, at North Anson, and witnessed work in the Master's degree. It was 
the first work of the new officers, but was rendered in a very correct and 
impressive manner. Having installed the officers a short time before, I did 
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not expect to see perfect work, but I am satisfied that with a very little 

practice, Northcrn Star Lodgo will be able to present work as near the stand· 
. arc:! , work of the Grand I.odge as any lodge in the 13th District. I was very 

much ' pleaserl to note the interest manifested by all the officers, in being 

correcty informed in everything pertaining to the ritual. The W. M. pre

sides in the East with di£nity and has the respect and co-operation of all the 

officers and brethren. liro. HOVEY called on Past Master GOULD to give 

the lecture, who explained it to the candi(late very impressively. A delega

tion of nine members from Bingham Lodge was present on this occasion, 

having driven sixteen miles in teams to witness the work and enjoy the hos

pitality of their sister lodge; which proves that the interest in masonry is 

not flagging in this section. Refreshments were served in the hall below 

at the proper time, and a very social time was enjoyed by all. Conferred 

the P. M, degree on Bro. Hov~; y. The records are still in the custody of 

their efficient Secretary, Bro. SUUlONS, and are, as in years past, neat and 

con'eet. My visit here was the most pleasant one of the year. 

February 28th, visited Lebanon Lodge, No. 116, at So. Norridgewock. 
This was a special meeting called by me, and was not very satisfactory to 
myself or complimentary to the lodge. The only officers present were the 

W .. Master, Secretary, Senior Deacon and Tyler, two members and one 

visitor! This lodge, a year ago, was unable to exemplify the work in any 

one of the degrees on account of the absence of so many of the officers, and 

on this occasion were more crippled than before. They have not done any 
work the past year, or, in fact, for the past two or three years, to speak of, 

and I am afraid are losing their interest. However, the Master informed 

me that they expected work soon, and if I would visit them a little later, 

he would show me that I.ebanon Lodge was not dead, but only sleeping. 

Amen! So mote it be! The evening was spent in reciting the ritual and 
in asking and answering questions. Examined the records and found thcm 

all right. 
March 2d, I visited Siloam Lodge, No. ,92, at . Fairfield, and witnessed 

work in the F. C. degree, which reflected credit upon the officers, that of 

the W. Master deserving special mention. The reputation which this lodge 

has enjoyed in the past was fully sustained on this occasion. The prospects 

of this lodge are very brilliant at present, and the chosen theme and general 

chorus is for a new hall, of which they stand very much in need. Next to 

Somerset, it is the largest lodge in the district, and their present quarters 

are not large enough to accommodate them. The question of a new hall 

has been agitated in this lodge for years, but the brethren have never ap

peared so earnest, and there has been no rlecided move made until now. I 

sincerely trust their efforts may be crowned with success. Whether they 

get a new hall or not, there is one thing that should not be forgotten-a 

19 G. L . 
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new regalia throughout. The old one does very well in the ball, but is 
hardly presentable in public. The records are in the hands of Bro. C IIAP

MAN, a former Secretary, and a.re all right. 
In closihg my report, I desire to express, to you, Most Worshipful, th,~nks 

for the hunor and t rust conferred in appointing me a second time to this re
sponsible office; and through you, to the brethren of the district with whom 
I bave come in contact, for the friendly manner in which I have been re
ceived, and for the courtesy shown me while making my offic ial visits. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 
HERMAN W. S. LOVEJOY, lJ. D. G. ],f. 13th M. D. 

}(ent' s Hill, March 17, 1899. 

FOURTEENTH DISTRICT. 

To· M. "V. JOSEI'll A. LOClU;, 
G!·and. ]>Iaster oj the G'rand. Lodge oj Maine. 

I herew ith submit my second annual report as District Deputy Grand 
Master of the Fourteenth Masonic District. 

1 am pleased to report that all of the lodges in the Fonrteenth Dititrict 
ar~ in good standing, and a majority of them show an improvement in the 
correctness of the work, as well as an increase in membership. 

September 27th, I attended the convention for instl'llction ill mason ic 
work, at Lewiston; there was a good attendance, and the interes t manifested 
is conclusive evidence that these conventions are of the utmost importance 
to perfect us in the ritual. While my district was well represented, I have 
made it a point at the time of my official visits, to impress them with the 
important fact of attending at least one convention each year. 

January 10th, I had the pleasure of being present at the regular meeting 
of United Lodge, No.8, Bl'llnswick. I installed a part of the otlicers who 
were not present the night of the installation, and witnessed work in the 
M. M. degree. This lodge is doing very good work; the attendance is good 
and the officers and members manifest an interest in the work. The rec
ords are still in the hands of Bro. LEM UEL H. STovEn, whose many years 
of service as Secretary is a voucher for thei r correctness, he hav ing been 
Secretary twenty-seven consecutive years. It was very gratify ing to me to 
have the pleasure of meeting P . D. D. G. M. FnANK C. WHlTHUlJSI, of 
Topsham on this occasion. After the work, we closed a very, pleasant even
ing with a supper in the banquet hall. 

January 24th, by invitation, I visited Acacia Lodge, No. 121, Durham, 
and installed their officers. The night was very stormy, but there was a 
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very good attendance. After the installation, refreshments were served, 
and an hOllr was spent in discussing points of interest to the craft. This is 
a small lodge, bnt they own the building they occupy and have quite a 
chari ty fund. Their records are neat and well kept, and although they 
have not done any wprk this year, the records show a good attendance. I 
am under obligation to 131'0. STROUT, S. D. of the lodge, who very kindly 
invited me to his 'pleasallt home, and took fine care of me, driving me to 
Lisbon :Falis in season to take my train in the morning. 

February 20th, I officially visited Richmond Lodge, No. 63, Richmond. 
Work in the E. A. degree. Taking into consideration that they expected 
to work the M. M. degree, the work was very well done. The records are 
fine and show a good attendance. Dues well collected, ann the lodge in a 
flourishing condition, with an increased amount of work. 

February 25th, accompanied by a few members of Village Lodge, I visited 
Ancient York Lodge, No. 155, I.isbon Falls. The work in the M. M. 
degree was rendered in a very prompt and impressive manner. There was 
a large attendance. Mem bel's all interested, dues well collected, records 
neat and correctly kept. After the lodge closed, the ladies of th.e Eastern 
Star furnished us with a beautiful supper, and were present to see that it 
was \Yell served. 

March 27th, I was present at the regular communication of :Freeport 
Lodge, No. 23, l<' reeport. The lodge worked two candidates in the M. M. 
degree. The work was conferred in a very pleasiug manner. The records 
show by the attendance, that the brethren are interested, and they all seemed 
to express a willingness to be instructed that they might be as perfect in the 
rilllal as possible. Bro. FOGG still has charge of the records, which is suffi
cient evidence of their correctness. The dues are well collected, the lodge 
own their building, and have quite a charity fund, with a future prospect of 
quite a large amount of work. After the work, we adjourned to the re
freshment hall and enjoyed a fine oyster supper. 

April 3, I was very pleasantly entertained by Solar I,odge, No. 14, Bath. 
The work in the M. M. degree was conferred in a very correct and im
pressive manner. The attendance was large. The records are in the hands 
of Bro. ALBERT L. STROUT, and for neatness, accuracy and penmanship, 
they are hard to excel and are worthy of imitation. The dues are well col
lected, and the lodge in good financial standing. At the close, the inner 
man was refreshed, and a social hour spent. I had the pleasure of meeting 
P. D. D. G. M. SETH T. SN IPE on this occasion. 

I did not have an opportunity to visit Polar Star Lodge, No. 114, Bath, 
but see by the returns that they have initiated twenty-one candidates this 
year, making it the banner lodge in the Fourteenth Distirct, in this respect, 
and I have no doubt that under the watchful eye of W. M. M,\RSTON, who 
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is always present at our conventions for instruction in masonic work, Polar 
Star Lodge is doing fine wOl'k~ I regret very much that I did not have an 
opportunity to visit it. 

I did not deem it necessary to make an official visit to Village Lodge, No. 
26, Bowdoinham, it being my home lodge, for the records will show that I 
have been present at every meeting. I am pleased to report the lodge in 
fine working order, and records in good shape. We have done but very 
little work the last year, but the future looks bright, as we had quite a nnm·· 
bel' of petitions presented at our last meeting. The brethren are all inter
ested and signify a desire to perfect themselves in the work. 

As I close my report, it is pleasing to me to be able to report an improve· 
ment in the correctness of the work in this district, very marked in SOIlle 
lodges. The loclges are all very pleasantly situated, in good financial stand
ing, and brotherly love prevails. 

1 wish to thank you, Most Worshipful, for this second honor, and the 
officers and brethren of the different lodges for the courtesies extended, and 
the cordial manner in which they have always received me. 

Fratl'rnally submitted, 
ROBERT W. CARR, D. D. G. M. 14th M. D. 

Bowduinham, April 6, 1899. 

FIFTEENTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. JOSEPH A. LOCK!!), 

G"and Master oj the Grand Lodge oj Maine. 

I herewith submit my second annual report of the condition of the lodges 
in the Fifteenth Masonic District. 

It is with pleasure I can again report that I have visited every lodge in 
the district and witnessed work or exemplification of work in each lodge. 
They are all in excellent condition, and are approaching nearer the ideal 
in ritual and floor work, and we hope in application of the teachings of 
Masonry to every day life. ' . 

I attended the convention for teaching the work, held in Lewiston in Sep
tember by Grand Lecturer SLEEPER. Only those who attend snch conven
tions can appreciate the benefit to be received by those who wish to perfect 
themselves in the ritual of Masonry. 

,Tune 19th, I granted a dispensation to Davis Lodge, No. 191, to attend 
divine service as a lodge, agreeably tO,the invitation of Rev. Bro. MILLS. 

January 23d, I officially visited Maine Lodge, No. 20, at Farmington. 
Their elegant and commodious rOOIllS were filled to overflowing with vis-
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iting brethren who had been invited to share their hospitality. A most 
enjoyable and profitable evening was spent. The cordial reception given 
the visitors, and the many expressions of pleasure from the guests shows 
what can be accomplished in a social way by a lodge when inclined to enter
tain . the neighboring brethren. Work was on the M. M. degree and waf> 
well rendered; careful attention being given to the floor work as well as 
ritual. Bro PIlRINGTON, the Master, is well supported by his officers and the 
degree was conferred in a dignified and impressive manner. The earnest 
attention and perfect stillness of so large a body of men during the whole 
ceremony impresses the thoughtful with the fact that beneath the forms 
and ceremonies are great truths which appeal to the hearts of all good 
masons. At the close of the lodge a fine banquet was served, to which about 
one hundred and forty masons did ample justice. 

February 21st, I visited Mystic Tie Lodge, No. 154, at Weld. Work in 
the E. A. degree was exemplified. This lodge has had no work for the 
past year, but the ritual and floor work was done in a manner which re
flects great credit on the lodge and testifies to the faithfulness of the officers. 
P. D. D. G. M .. JONES still has charge of the records. Refreshments were 
served at close of the lodge. 

February 2~d, I made my official visit to Oriental Star Lodge at Liver
more Falls. Their new and beautiful hall was well filled with their own 
members, which indicates that there is no lack of interest among the mem
bers of this lodge. Two candidates were given the M. M. degree. The rit
ual was not quite so closely followed by all the officers as I expected in a lodge 
where they had had so much work, having initiat.ed sixteen members dur
ing the year. Yet on the whole, there was but little chance for criticism. 
They are enjoying a period of great prosperity and are exercising great care 
in the choice of material. I noted that every officer was present. I had the 
pleasure of meeting P. D. D. G. M. R. C. BOOTHBY, who still takes an active 
interest in his lodge. Refreshments were served in the banquet hall and a 
social hour enjoyed with the brethren. 

February 23d was the date of my visit to Whitney Lodge, No. 167, at 
Canton. This was a special meeting. As they han no work the F. C. 
degree was exemplified in a satisfactory manner. But few corrections or 
suggestions were necessary. It is a pleasure to visit a lodge where the brethren 
are so desirous of information and take so great interest in the work. Bro. 
DESHON, the Secretary, was detained at hOllle by sickness, and also P. D. D. 
G. M. DURA BRADFORD, both of whom I had hoped to meet. A lunch was 
much enjoyed after the lodge was closed. 

March 10th, I visited Wilton Lodge, No. 156, at Wilton. The M. M. 
degree was conferred in a manner which does much credit to the officers. 
This lodge has made marked improvement in its work the past year. I 
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found it necessary to criticise some parts of the work in the second sec tion 
of the degree. If those who take part in that beautiful drama could fully 

reali ze what it is intended to teach and enter in to the t1'ue spirit of th e oc

casion there would be less cause for unfavorable critic ism in our lodges when 
working this degree. 

March 28th, I officially visited Davis Lodge, No. 191, at Strong. This 

was a special meeting. The work was the Third degree. I was much 

pleased with the way in which it was done. Although the r itual was not 

perfectly r endered, I have never seen the degree conferred in a more digni 

fied and impres~ i ve manner. This lodge is in a prosperous condition, the 

brethren much interested, and they are having a good amount of work. I 
was pleased to meet several brethren from Kingfield, who came by special 

t rain to attend the lodge. A banquet and ~ocial hour concluded the even
ing' s eujoyment. 

March 29th, I visited Blue Mountain L odge, No. 67, at Philli ps. A num

ber of the officers live at Rangelp,y, and were expected by special train . 

The train started in due season, but on account of a snow blockade did not 

arrive at Phillips until two o'clock the next morning, so the W. Master 
was ubliged to fill the Wardens' stations from the tioor, as well as some of 

the minor places. The Entered Apprentice degree was conferred on one 

candidate. The work was done in excellent form. There was nothing in 

the work to indicate that the regular officers were not in thei r places. In 

this lodge are a number of Past Masters who k eep thoronghly posted in 

the ritual, and are always ready to assist, in the work. Refreshments ser ved 

at the close, and an hour of social intercourse enj oyed by th e brethren. 

After a long journey through the northern woods, over roads nearly im

passable from the heavy snow storms of the past winter, I reached Mount 

Bigelow Lodge, No. 202, at Flagstaff, and made my officia l visit Friday 

evenin g, March 31st. I found the brethren enthusiastic, and rejoicing 

that at last they have a lodge with its privileges within their reach. Hav

ing no work the Third degree was' exem plified. The work moved along 

fai rl y well , but the ritual was not closely followed. Correct work cannot 

be expected in a new lodge, and especially where they have so few advan

tages of visitation. They have the material for a good work ing lodge, and 
no doubt will soon become proficient in the work. After the work, we re

paired to the Lake House, where a fine supper was served by min e host 

D URRELL. 
Franklin Lodge, No. 123, at New Sharon, is my masonic home. This lodge 

has had no work the past year, yet we belie,ve tha t there are days of pros
perity ahead for us. \Vor. Bro. J . S. MOOERS is well supported by his 

officers and will do good work when " occasiou requires." 

With the elcception of Mt. Bigelow Lodge, the Secretaries are the same as 
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last year. The dues are promptly collected and the business affairs of the 
lodges are well arranged . 

In closing, allow me, Most Worshipful, to thank you again for the honor 

confened upon me by my appointment, and to express my appreciation of 
the uniform kindness and courtesy with which I have been received 

throughout the district. 

Fraternally submitted, 

JAMES H. HOWES, D. D. G. M. 15th M. D. 
New Sharon, Me, April 24, 1899. 

SIXTEENTH DISTRICT, 

To M. W. JOSEI'll A. Loc lm, 

Grand. Master of the Grand. L odge oj .1II' aine. 

I h:we the honor to present to you my sec nd annual report as D D. G. M. 

of the Sixteenth Masonic District. 

I have visited all the lodges in the district except one, anri am pleased to 

report them in good condition with capable and interested officers, who 
have shown a rl es ire to be correct (n their work. There has been a slight 

decrease in membership during the year, death having invaded the ranks of 

nearly every lodge. 

May 17th, Jefferson Lodge, No. 100, held a special meeting anrl conferred 

the M. M. degree 011 three candidates, the offieers of three neighboring 

lodges taking part In the work, namely, Oxford, King Hiram and Granite. 

There were a large number of brethren present, including the W. M. and 

others of Tyrian Lo(lge of Mechanic Falls, and Bro. F. R. REDLO" of Port

lanrl. I think the meeting was very much enjoyed by a ll anrl that mnch 

benefit is derived by an interchange of visiLS between lodges. Refreshments 

were served, after which were speeches and a good t ime was enjoyed. 
August 20th, I visited Evening Star Lodge, No. 147, Buckfield. The 

work was in the F. C. degree, and was fairly well done. Some necessary 
corrections were made. There was a good number present, and much in

terest shown. The records are in goorl order and dues are very well col

lected. I think every lodge shollirl send a representative to Grand Lodge, 

and I hope Eveni ng Star Lodge will not fail in th is duty in the future . 

. September 6th, I made my official visit to King Hira m Lodge, No. 57, 

Dixfield. The work was in the E o' A. degree, wbich was conferred in a very 

satisfactory manner, showing an improvement since my last visit. This 

lodge takes a great interest in Masonry, and is ill a prosperous condition. 

Records well kept, dues fairly collected, financial condition all right. 
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October 18th, by invitation, I again visited this lodge and p<.;blicly in
~talled the officers, assisted by Bro. J . M. HOLLAND as Marshal. The hall 
was filled with brethren, their families and friends. Refreshments were 
served in the hall. The remainder of the evening was passed in a social 
manner. 

October 13th, I visited Bethel Lodge, No. 97, Bethel. Witnessed work 
in the F. C. degree; some corrections were made. This lodge is enjoying 
an era of prosperity; many fine young members are being taken into the 
lodge, much care being taken that they are worthy the honor. Records all 
right. 

December 8th, I publicly installed the officers of Bethel Lodge, assisted 
by P. J. G. W. GOODWIN R. WILEY as Grand Marshal. . After the cere
mony all were invited to the vestry of the Universalist Church, where a very 
fine banquet was served. Speeches were iu order after refreshments, and a 
very pbasant evening was passed. 

Granite Lodge, No. 182, West Paris, I have visited several times during the 
year and have witnessed work in the E. A. and M. M. degrees. This lodge 
has had very little work for some time until within the past year, but the 
interest has been kept up. The lodge is now doing good work and new mem
bers are coming in. By good management, the lodge will soon own its hall. 
Records in fail' shape, dues fairly collected . 

February 8th, I made my official visit to Blazing Star Lodge, No. 30, 
Rumford Falls. Work was in the M. M. degree. Two candidates were 
raised. The work was done very fairly and the lecture was given in a very 
correct and impressive manner by the Worshipful Master. This lodge has 
been very prosperous since its removal to Rumford Falls, and is second in 
the district, having gained sixty-nine members since 1895. I found the rec
ords in the hands of Bro. FRED A. PORTER. They are a very neat set of 
records, which it is a pleasure to examine. Dues promptly collected. Re
freshments after the work. 

October 24th, by invitation, visited Oxford Lodge, No. 18, Norway, and 
installed their officers, assisted by Bro. GllORGE W. ROUtES as Grand Mar
shal. Refreshments were served and a good time enjoyed. 

February 24th, I made my official visit to this lodge. The M. M. degree 
was conferred on two candidates. About twenty members of Jefferson 
Lodge, by invitation of Oxford Lodge, accompanied me. The officers of 
Jefferson Lodge raised one of the candidates. I was very much pleased 
with the work; it was given in a very smooth and impressive manner; all the 
officers are deeply interested and well posted. The meeting was very much 
enjoyed by the visiting brethren from Jefferson and other lodges, much 
benefit being derived from the meeting. Refreshments were served, after 
which all were entertained by speeches and music. This lodge has im-
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proved its hall very much in the last year; they now have a very nicely 
lighted and ventilated hall, well adapted to masonic work. 'Bro. SMITH 
is unexcelled as a Secretary and the business methods of the lodge are above 
criticism. 

March 21st, I visited Paris Lodge, No. 94, South Paris, and witnessed 
work in the M. M. degree. This being the first time the officers had con
ferred the M. M. degree, the work was not done as smoothly as I expected 
to see it. The officers are young men and are very much interested; I have 
no doubt they will soon be doing better work. Refreshments were served, 
after which an hour was spent in going over the work and lecture. Hecords 
in fair shape, dues very pro,mptly collected. 

March 23d, I attempted to visit Crooked HiveI' Lodge, No. 182, Bolster's 
Mills. I got as far as Norway, when I found the storm so severe th at I did 
not continue my trip. This lodge has done no work the past year. I have 
learned that they are in about the same condition as when I last visited 
them. 

I have attendee: nearly all the meetings of Jefferson Lodge, No. 100, it 
being my horne lodge. The lodge is in good condition, and does good work, 
keeping up its past reputation io that respect. Records are still in the 
hands of Bro. ALD~:N CHASK, and are well kept. 

All the lodges in the district examine their candidates in open lodge 
before advancement. 

In closing my report, I desire to thank the officers and members of th e 
several lodges for the courtesy with which I have been received and enter
tained, aJ:d you, M. W., for the honor of my second appointment. Trust
ing that I may have been of some benefit to the Order, 

I am fraternally yours, 
ARTHUH C. lUCKER, D. D. G. M. 16th M. D. 

Bryant's Pond, April 17, 1899. 

\.... 

SEVENTEENTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. JOSEPH A. LOCKE, 

Grand Master oj the Grand L odge oj jllaine. 

I have the honor to submit my annual report as n. D. G. M. of the Seven
teenth Masonic District for your consideration. 

My first official visit was to 'Deering Lodge, No. 183, on the evening of 
June 21st, on which occasion I was received in full form. I was accompa
nied by War. Bros. E. A . BaDGE, and O. A. COBH, of Temple Lodge, Wor. 
Bro. O. L. CO USINS, of Warren Phillips Lodge, and several brethren from 
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the same lodges. The work presented was in the Mast.er Mason's degree, 

which was cvnferred upon three candidates in the usual excellent mann er 

characteristic of the officers of this lodge. The records are in the hands of 

Wor. Bro. CHASE, and I need not add that they are correctly kept and the 
,dues well paid. I had the pleasure of meeting here Past R. W. Bros. F. R 
REDLON, C. E. SNOW, MAXFIELD, CHASE and several other prominent 

masons. The attendance was large, and I enjoyerl a very pleasant visit. 
Refreshments were served after the work. 

I visited Harmony Lodge, No. 38, Gorham, October 26th, and was very 

cordially received by 'Yor. Master E. P. HANSON, his officers and members 
• of the lodge. I was accompanied on this visit by Wor, Bros. F. W. BA IlB, E. 

A. BODGE and others. The work was in the Entered Apprentice degree, which 

was performed in an able manner. I offered a few suggestions, which I trust 

were received with brotherly kindness and I hope will be carried out. The 
/ 

attendance was not very large owing to a very bad storm. Refreshm~ntH 

were served after the work, followed by a very sociable hour with speeches 

and music. I had the pleasure of meeting here Wor. Bros. C. N. HAYES, 

SHA CK FORD, RED LON, HARDING and several brethren from different lodges. 

This lodge is in good financial condition, owning the hall they occupy. The 

records, in the hands of Wor. Bro. HARDING, are correctly and neat.\y kept. 

On ~eptember 27th I attended the convention for instruction in masonic 

work which was held at Lewiston, and J derived much pleasure as well as 

instruction from this visit, and if any of the many brethren present did not, 

I assure you that it was not the fault of the Grand Lecturer. I think that 

if the officers of the several lodges in thi~ district would attend these con

ventions, there would be fewer errors in rendering the ritual than th ere is 
at present. 

November 17th, I visited Star!dish Lodge, No. 70, and received a very 

cordial welcome, although they did not expect me on account of a very bad 

storm. I found the lodge in very good circumstances, both as regards 

finances and work. The work of the evening was the Master' s degree and 
the manner of conferring the same must have made a very deep and lasting 

impression upon the candidate. I found the officers anxious t.o do good 

and correct work. The records are kept as they should be by the Secretary, 

Wor. Bro. SWASEY. Refreshments were served after the work, to which we 

all d id justice. I had the pleasure of meeting at this visit Wor. Master G. 

H. OWlcN, of Ancient Landmark Lodge, Wor. Bros. BURROWS, LJBBY, 

BCDGE, of Temple, 'Vor. Bros. CAHLL and COUSINS of Warren Phillips 

Lodge, as well as about twenty bretiJren from Westbrook. Standish Lod~e 

probably has made greater strides in masonic circles than any other lodge 
in this district, as for a number of years it was practically dead, but owing 
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to the efforts of Wor. Bro. SWASEY and others it has been resuscitated and 
is uow ready to take its place with its sister lodges. 

I was requested to install the officers of Warren Phillips Lodge, No. 186, 

on the evening of Nov. 2d, but being unable to perform that duty that even

ing; I sent Wor. Bro. GEOnGE B. SWET'r, who reported as follois: 

"R. W. D. D. G. M. H. P. BABB. 

"I herewith submit tbe following report: 
"On November 2d, I attended the meeting of Warren Phillips Lodge, No. 

186, as your representative, and witb tbe assistance of Past Master O. L. 
COUSINS as Grand Marshal, iustalled the officers for the eusuing year. 

Nearly all of tbe officers are young in Masonry, but much interested, and I 

have no doubt that before the close of the term they will be able to do the " 

work in a manner which will be a credit to themselves and to the lodge. 

There were a large number present, not only members of the home lodge, 

hut quite a large number of visiting brethren. One thing was particularly 
gratifying to me, tbere were present several members wbo had not sat in 

the lodge for several years. I was very cordially received, and at the close 

the W. Master invited all present to the banquet room, where a fine collation 

was served and a social hour enjoyed 
Yours fraternally, 

GEORGE B. SWETT, P. M., 
Warre\l Phillips Lodge, No. 186." 

On Tuesday, December 6th, I visiter] Casco Lodge, No. 36, Yarmouth, 

where I was very pleasantly received by Wor. Master DAVID H. BENNETT 

and a large number of brethren. The work was in the Fellow Craft's 

degree, and was rendered in an excellent manner and very closely to the 

ritual. Bro. MONROE STODDARD keeps the records in a very neat and cor

rect manner. The finances I found to be .very well invested, they owning 

the building which contains the lodge room. After the work the lodge re

paired to the banquet hall where a collation had been prepared, and after 

partaking of the same a very pleasant hour was enjoyed. 

I visited Presumpscot Lodge, No. 127, on the evening of Dec. 24th, where 
I received a very cord ial ,welcome from W. M. FHANK H . HASKELL and 

members of said lodge. This lodge has had a small amount of work this 

year, and on the occasion of my visit were somewhat handicapped by some 

of the officers being absent and their places filled by others. As this was 
their annual communication, I had an opportunity to witness their method 

of transacting business as well as witnessing mode of working the degree, 

which was the Master Mason's, ana rendered in a satisfactory manner. An 

unusual incident occurred here which I uever heard of, or saw before, viz: 

-4- brotber performing the ceremony of raising upon his grandson. The 
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records are very nicely kept, and dues well collected. Finances also are 
good. Au oYRter supper was served at the close of the lodge. 

On January 24th, I visited Hiram Lodge, No. 180, at South Portland, and 
although it was a stormy night there was a very large attendance. This was 
their first meeting in the new masonic hall, and the work of the evening was 
the Fellow Craft's degree. The brethren of Hiram Lodge are to be congrat-, 
ulated on their new home. This lodge has had quite a large amount of work 
during the past year, and as they received four applications for degrees that 
evening they bid fair to continue their average amount for the present. The 
work as performed by the officers was good, and very close to the ritual, 
and considering this was the first work of their new line it was rendered in 
a very satisfactory manner. Wor. Bro. Sn;PHEN SCAAI~IAN, the Secretary, 
keeps the records accurately, and the dues well collected. The funds of 
this looge are very well investeil in their new hall, which is a very good 
example for other lodges. 

I visited Ancient Landmark Lodge, No. 17, Portlanll, February 1st, where 
I was received in full form and introduced hy Wor. Bro. CIIARLES E. SNOW. 
The work was in the Fellow Craft's degree, and although the lodge has had 
but a small amount of work lately, yet the offi,cers performed their work in 
an excellent manner. The records, in the hands of Bro. RUSSELL, are very 
neatly and correctly kp.pt. In regard to the finances this is the banner , 
lodge, having the largest fund in this district. Also the largest membership 
in the state. At the close of the work an excellent banquet was served and 
partaken of by a very large number of brethren, after which thcre were 
some extra tine speeches by some Rev. Brethren and others. Wor. Master 
GEORGE H. OWEN and officers try hard to entertain a visiting officer and I 
may truthfully say that they succeed. 

I visited Temple Looge, No. 186, officially on the evening of the 8th of 
February. They were expecting work in the Entereo Apprentice degree, 
but as there was a bad storm at the time, the candidates did not appear. 
As this is my home 1001ge, and attending most all the communications, I 
know that the officers perform their duties as they should, and do justice to 
themselves and lodge. This lodge is holding its own , notwithstanding ~he 
hard times in this city, and expending considerable money for charitable 
purposes. The records and finances are good and the dues well collected. 

On March 1st I visited Warren Phillips Lodge, No. 186, at Cumberland 
Mills. I was received in full form and introduced by Wor. Bro. O. L. 
COIISINS. Therll was a good attendance and quite a number of visiting 
brethren from Portland, Deering and Temple Lodges. The work was the 
Entered Apprentice degree and was conferred u pon three candidates in an 
able manner. I found the finances of this lodge in very good condition and 
the dues well collected. The records are neatly kept and show an inclination 
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on the part of the Secretary to be correct in every particular. This lodge 
is in a flourishing condition, with prospects of a prosperous year. A ban
quet was served after the work. I had the pleasure of meeting here Past 
n. W. D. D. MAXFIELD of Deering. 

I enjoyed a very pleasant visit to Portland Lodge, No 1, on the evening of 
March 8th, where I was received with all the honors belonging to an officer 
of the Grand Lodge. This is the oldest lodge in the state and is in a very 
prosperous condition, both as' regards finances and membership. I think 
the attendance here was the largest that I met with on my visit,. I had the 
pleasure of meeting a large number of distinguished masons from other dis
tricts, as well <is my own. I also had the pleasure of meeting (as you well 
know) the Grand Master. The work here was the Entered Apprentice 
degree and the officers performed their duties ill an excellent manner, with 
both credit to themsel ves ' and to the lodge. The records, in the bands of 
Bro. GOOLD, I found to be correctly kept. 

After the work a banqnet was served, followed by very interesting speeches 
on Masonry. Among the Fraternity in Portland are some very eloquent 
speakers; it is a great pleasure to listen to them and a mason must be very 
deeply impressed by so doing. I was very sorry to be obliged to leave 
before the company broke up, but it was unavoidable. This visit will be 
remembered by me as one of the pleasures of my term. 

I made my last official visit to Atlantic Lodge, Portland, March 15th, and 
although there was a bad storm raging at the time I fouud about two hun
dred of the brethreu assembled in the lodge room. The work presented 
was the Entered Apprentice degree and was conferred in a very' able 
manner by the officers. I found the records here, as I have found them in 
many other lodges, in excellent condit ion, their finances good and the dues 
collected better than the average. A banquet was served after the work, 
followed by very interesting speeches. I must mention the music that was 
rendered during the opening and work, wl,lich must have made a very good 
impression upon the candidate. 

I have visited all the lodges in this district officially, and quite a number 
of them on other occasions. I have found them in good condition, and 
working very close to the ritual, which shows they are wide awake and try .. 
ing to do what is right. Every lodge obliges its candidates to "make suit
able proficiency in the preceding degree" before they can be crafted or 
raised. I have been called upon to make very few corrections or sugges
tions. 

In closing, I report with pleasure that harmony prevails in all the lodges 
so far as I could ascertain. This has been a very pleasant year to me, and 
I trust it has been to the brethren. And now, Most Worshipful Grand 
Master, I wish to thank you for the honor of my appointment, and to tender 
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my sincere regards and gratitude to the officers and brethren of this district 

for the many courtesies and greetings which I have received. I earnestly 
hope my offic ial acts have met with YO llr approval, and· I will add tha t if 

the lodges in the other districts perform their work as correctly as in the 

Seventeenth, then the Grand Lodge may well be proud of the craft in 

Ma ine. Fraternally submitted , 
HARLAN P. BAI3I3, D. D. G. M. 17th M. D. 

EIGHTEENTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. JOSEI' ll A. LOCKE, 

Grand Master oj the Grand Loclge oj Maine. 

I have the honor to present my first anuual report as District Deputy 

Grand Master of th e Eighteenth Masonic District. 

September 27th, I attended the convention called for instruct ion by the 

Grand Lecturer at Lewiston , which has proved of great benefit in my 

masonic work. These conventions are of great value and should be well 

attended. 
October 13th, I visited Delta Lodge, No. 153, a t Lovell. A~ there was 

not any candidate, work was not exemplified, the brethren thinking that 

greater benefit wonld be secured by going over the ritual, the Master rec iL

ing, and I making such corrections as were found to be necessary, which I 

am pleased to say were few. The records are full and well kept by Bro. 

EDWIN L. BELL. 
October 24th, I visited Pythagorean Lodge, No. 11 , Fryeburg. There 

was no candidate, bu t a brother vlllnnteered, and work was exemplified in 

the E. A. degree in good shape, very few errors being noticed, and those 

mostly" slips of the tungue," which in most cases werc corrected by those 
who made them upon having their attention called to them. This is the 

oldest lodge in the district, and the members seem to intend to keep it up 
to its ancient stand ing. The records, in the hands of Bro. T . L. EASTMAN, 

show all the "ear marks" of a successful business man. 

J anuary 21st, I visited Oriental Lodge, No. 13, Bridgton. As this is the 

home lodge of J. G. Warden M. M. CAS WELL, much was expected ane! our 

expectations were amply fulfilled in the manner that labor was perform ed 

in the M. M. degreee, t wo candidates being ra ised. This was a very enj oy

able occasion, as I had the pleasure of meeting several brethren from other 

lodges, among whom was Bro. GILMAN W. MARTIN, of Mt: Moriah Lodge, 

Deumark. The officers are young and painstaking, and I pred ict the same 
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success in the future as in the past. The records, in charge of Bro. CHAPLIN', 

are Hne and correctly k ept. 

February 24th, J visited Greenleaf Lodge, No. 117, Cornish. Witnessed 
work in the F. C. degree, two candidates beinJpassed to the middle chamber 

in a manner reflecting great credit upon the office rs, who performed th e 

labors in almost exact harmony with the ritual. The records are in the 

keeping of that veteran Secreta ry, Bro. GEO. H . PARKER, and are models' 

of neatness. 
February 25th ,. ! vis ited Shepherd's River Lodge, No. 169, Brownfield. 

T here being no candidate the evening was spent in discllssing the ritual. 

This lodge shows by its proficiency in the ritual that when work comes to its 

doors it will be creditably done. The records are in good tihape ill the k eep
ing of Bro. H UBERT F. FITCH. 

Mt. Moriah Lodge, No. 56, Denmark, I have not been able to vis it, c ir

cumstances over which I had no control preventing, but I have good reports 

of the lodge, and as I have met the Wor. Master and several of the brethre n 

at lodges upon the occasion of official visits, I feel that the craft will not 

suffer for the want bf instruction. 

Mt. Tire'rn , No. 132, my horne lodge, I have not visited offici a lly, think. 

ing.it unnecessary , as I have been present at nearly all the meetings. J anll

ary 24th I publicly installed the officers in the presence of a good uumber of 
invited guests. This 1011ge has gained three members by initiation in the 

past year, and the work has been done in a mannf1r that will compare favor
ably with any lodge in the district. 

In clos ing, Most Worshipful, I desire to extend my thauks·to the officers 

and bretlmm of the several lodges fo r the uniform courteHY with which I 

have been received, and to you, for the honor of my appo in tment. 

:Fraternally submitted, 

ISAAC F. JEWETT, D. D. G. M. 18th M. D. 

NINETEENTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. J OSE I'll A. L OC KE, 

Grand Master oj the Grand Lodge oj Mai ne. 

I have the pleasnre to submit my second annual report as D. D. G. M. of 

the Nineteeth District, F. and A. M. 

June 22d, I vis ited Dunlap Lodge, at Biddeford. Witnessed I.he confer

ring the M. M. degree on three candidates, which was well done. After the 

lodge was closed, all repaired to the banquet room, where a bountiful collation 
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was served, to which all did ample justice. Some very interesting remarks ' 

were made by the brethren, which were listened to with much interest. 

The lodge is iu good condition, and they are doing a goodly amount of work. 

The records, in the hands of Bro. DROWN, are neatly kept and the fin:wces 

carefully looked after. 
June 29th, I visited Ocean Lodge, at Wells Depot. Witnessed work in the 

• M. M. degree. Bro. GETCHELL holds his own as a first-clasH worker, and is 
well supported by Ius officers. J enjoy visiting Ocean Lodge; there is so 

much frpedom one feels perfectly at home. The records are kept by Bro. 

BUKER, who looks carefully after the finances. 
November 5th, I visited Arion Lodge, at Goodwin's Mills; witnessed the F. 

C. degree exemplified, which was very well done. This lodge has not had any 

work for a number of years. They lost all they had this past winter. They 

are talking of building a new hall, which is something they are very much 

in need of. The records were in the hands of Bro. C. K. LITTLEFIELD. 

September 27th, I was present at the convention held at Lewiston under 

the direction of R. W. Bro. Sr,r,EPER, the Grand Lecturer. The day was 

pleasantly passed listening to the recitations of the ritual and much desired 

information was gained. 

January 18th, I installed the officers of Ocean Lodge. The installation 

was public to masons and their families. On account of much sickness, 

there was a small number present; those who were there had a good time, 

as they always do at Ocean Lodge. I think they made a wise choice when 

they re-elected Bro. GETCHELL W. M., as he is a zealous worker and looks 
after the good of the craft. 

January 20th, I installed the officers of Yorkshire Lodge, with the assist
ance of Bro. W. B. Ll'r1'LEFIELD as Marshal. The installation was public, 

and a goodly number were present. Fine singing added very much to the 

beauty of the ceremony. Some very interesting remarks were made by the 

brethren, and some pieces spoken by a young lady were listened to with 

much interest. I have not had the pleasure of seeing this lodge do work, 

but am con vinced they ,can do good work when the time comes for it. The 
records, in the hands of Bro. DRAKE, are neatly and correctly kept, and 

the finances carefully looked after. 

February 20th, I visited York Lodge and witnessed the work in the M. M. 

degree on three candidates, which was well done. This lodge has had a 

goodly amount of work the past year. The records are kept by Bro. GEO. 

A. Grr~PATRIC, who carefully looks after the finances of the lodge. 

March 21st, I visited Saint Aspinquid Lodge. The lodge was opened on 

the M. M. degree. Peace and harmony prevail. There was no work to 

come before the lodge. I gave such instructions as I thought for the good 
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of t.he craft, which were kindly received. The records are in the hands of 
Bro. STEWART, who carefully looks after the finances of the lodge. 

March 22d, I was present at the regular meeting of Naval Lodge. Two 
candidates received the E. A. degree, which was well performed, although 
some of the regular officers were absent. The records are neatly kept by 
Bro. LEVI GOODRICH, who has served in that capacity many years, which is 
a sufficient guarantee of his faithfulness. 

April 5th, in company with Bro. JEFFERY, of Arundel Lodge, I visited 
Saco Lodge and witnessed work in the M. M. degree, which was very well 
done. The W. M. is a young mason and a good worker, and I have no 
doubt that Saco Lodge will stand among the first in the district. The rec
ords, kept by Bro. EMERY, are a model of neatness. 

I have not visited Saint John's Lodge, at South Berwick, but as the same 
officers are in the chairs that were tqere when I vigited last, I am positive 
they are doing good work. They have made a goodly number of masons 
the past year. The records are in the hands of Bro. E. A. CHESLEY, who 
carefully looks after the finances. 

Arundel Lodge, No. 76, being my home lodge, I have been present at 
most of its meetings. Have witnessed work in the E. A., F. C. and M. M. 
degrees, which was very well done. The officers are all young masons an~ 
seem active, and I have no doubt they will do credit to themselves and the 
lodge. The records are in the hands of Bro. F. B. PERKINS, who carefully 
observes the proceedings of the lodge and makes a neat and correct record 
of the same. March 14th, with the assistance of Bro. W. F. WALKER, as 
Marshal, I publicly installed the officers of this lodge. About two hundred 
were present, and a very pleasant evening was passed. 
much to the beauty of the ceremony, and a bountiful 
to which all did justice. 

Fine singing added 
collation was served 

In conclusion, I will say that I have visited most of the lodges in the dis
trict, and find them in very good condition and doing a fair amount of work. 
I have given such instructions as I thought for the good of the craft. 1 have 
heen kindly received by officers and brethren of the different lodges, for 
which I wish to express heartfelt thanks. And to you, M. W. Grand 
MasLer, for the hcnor conferred by re-appointing me D. D. G. M. for the 
Nineteenth Masonic District. 

Fraternally submitted, 

ISAAC P. GOOCH, D. D. G. M. 19th M. D. 

20 G. L. 
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TWENTIETH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. JOSEPH A. LOCKE, 
Grand Master oj the Grand Lodge oj Maine. 

In submitting to you my second annual report, I have the pleasure of 
stating that I have visited all the lodges in this district. Owing to sickness 
the past winter, I was unable to visit some of them as early as I would have 
liked. As a whole I have found them fairly prosperous. The attendance 
has been hardly up to what it should be; too many brethren are negligent 
about attending the meetings. We should remember that it is our duty 
to be at the meetings on all convenient occasions, th~reby encouraging the 
officers in the discharge of their duties. 

I visited Baskahegan Lodge, at Danforth, on September 24th. Work in 
the E. A. degree. There were quite a good number present, and the work 
very well performed. At the close of the work I installed the officers for 
the ensuing year. A banquet was served at the close. Since my visit here 
one year ago, the brethren have made great improvement in their hall and 
building, and now have a very nice masonic home. Bro. PARKER still has 
charge of the records and they show the lodge in good standing. 

November 19th, I visited Pine Tree Lodge, at Mattawamkeag. A ttend
ance was fairly good. Work on E. A. degree, after which I installed the 
officers. The officers in this lodge seem to be wide awake and enthusiastic. 
The records, by Bro. G. W. SmTH, are carefully kept. 

March 21st, visited H<,>reb Lodge, at Lincoln. Horeb is the parent lodge in 
this district, Forest and Pine Tree being the offspring. There was no. work 
the evening of my visit, but I was very cordially received by the brethren 
and a pleasant evening was spent socially. I was pleased to meet Past D. 
D. G. M. HARRISON PIPER, this being his home lodge. I examined the rec
ords kept by Bro. C. F. PLUMLY and found them neat and correct. They 
show that they have been doing good work the past year. 

I attended the Grand Lecturer's meeting in Houlton on Sept. 16th and 
was surprised to see so small a number present. I received much benefit 
from the meeting and believe it the duty of all District Deputies to attend 
at least one, as they are thereby better qualified to inspect the work in the 
several lodges. 

Forest Lodge, of Springfield, I have visited several times during the year, 
also installed the officers. They have had but little work, but have been 
hal'd at work on the lectures. The records are neatly and correctly kept 
by Brother L. W. TRASK. 

In conclusion, I wish to thank the officers and brethren of the several 
lodges for the fraternal manner in which I have been reoeived. I a lso wish 
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to thank you, Most Worshipful, for the honor of this my second appoint-
ment. 

Fraternally submitted, 
EDWIN A. REED, D. D. G.M. 20th M. D. 

No. Lee, March 28, 1899. 

TWENTY-FIRST DISTRICT. 

To M. W. JOSEl'H A. LOCKE, 
Grand Master oj the Grand Lodge oj Maine. 

I herewith submit the following as my report for the cnrrent masonic 
year in the Twenty-First District . 

. I have visited officially all the lodges in the district, and some of them 
more than once, and have witnessed work in nearly all of them, and am 
pleased to note the interest taken, and the general prosperity of the lodges. 

August 5th, I attended the constitution of a new lodge at West Sullivan, 
the David A. Hooper Lodge, No. 201. I had visited them while working 
under a dispensation, and knew of their ability to entertain. It was a most 
enj"oyable occasion. 

December 1st, I visited Bar Harbor Lodge, No. 185, and witnessed work 
on the Master's degree, which was exceedingly well done. The ritual was 
closely followed. The W. M., Bro. CHARLES F. PAINE, having attended 
the Grand Lecturer's convention at Lewiston, had all the late corrections, 
and his part was well rendered. 

December 22d, being in Bar Harbor, I again visited this lodge, and wit
nessed the conferring of the Master's degree. The work, as before, was 
well done. This lodge examines the candidate in the preceding degree 
before the open lodge, a practice that cannot fail of having a good effect, in 
that it makes well informed and therefore interested masons. This lodge 
has purchased a stereopticon and views for the degrees, the use of which 
makes the work more impressive and instructive. The records are still in 
the hands of Bro. HADLEY, and are as neatly and correctly kept as ever. 
The dues are well collecterl and the lodge is in a flourishing condition. 

December 30th, I visited Mount Desert Lodge, No. 140. Here I also wit
nessed work on the Master's degree, Bro. MELVILLE L. ALLEN in the East. 
Bro. AI,LEN is a thorough ritualist, and the work was very efficiently done, 
although some of his regular officers were absent. Here also the candidate 
was. examined in open lodge as to his proficiency in the preceding degrees. 
The records are still in the hands of Bro. L. II: SO~rE s. The dues are well 
collected, and Bro. SO~(ES gave me the pleasing information that they should 
pay the balance of the mortgage on their hall this year. 
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The two lodges in Ellsworth I have not visited officially except for the 
purpose of installing their officers. I have been present, however, at nearly 
every meeting of my home lodge (Lygonia) for the past year, and know the 
work has been well done, Bro. P .\UKER well sustaining his reputation as a 
wise and accomplished Freemason. He has a good corps of officers and is 
ably supported. This lodge still maintains its excellent financial condiLion. 
I installed the officers on January 11th. 

On .January 12t.h, I installed the officers of Esoteric Lodge. This lodge 
has done little work since last spring, and none under the present officers. 
I have visited this lodge unofficially a number of times and know them to be 
well posted in the work and ritual. There are a large numbflr of interested 
brethren in this lodge, and with work in the future, it will take its place 
as second to none in the conferring of the degrees. A change has been 
made in the office of Secretary, Bro. SMITH' retiring and Bro. T. E . HALE 
succeeding him. Bro. HALE is a veteran in the masonic ranks, having held 
all the various offices in the lodge and was for several years its Wor. Master; 
and with his experience cannot fail to be an efficient Secretary. 

January 17th, I visited Rising Sun Lodge, No. 71, at Orland. Here I 
agaill witnessed work in the Master's degree. 'J-'he work was excellent. 
They followed the ritual which they had been taught very closely, but as it 
did not exactly conform to the correct ritual, I had some corrections to make, 
which were gladly received. Bro. HUTCHINS is a very efficient Master and 
rendered his part in a manner which was very impressive. I was glad to 
meet at this time, a number of the brethren from the neigh boring lodges. I 

also made this the occasion to present Bro. HUTCHINS with his Past Master's 
diploma. The records are in the hands of a new Secretary, but one who 
gives promise of being an efficient officer. From the Treasurer, I learned 
that the lodge had nearly four hundred dollars in the treasury, and has no 
debts, for which they are to be congratulated. 

January 28th, I again visited David A. Hooper Lodge, at West Sullivan, 
and witnessed the conferring of the Master's degree, which was very credit
ably done. Bro. CLAPHAM is a very painstaking Master and wants to get 
things jnst right. He has a good corps of officers, and with copsiderable 
work ahead I see· nothing but prosperity for them. After the work I 
installed the officers elect and presented Bro. CLAPHAM with his Past 
Master's diploma. 

On February 22d, a convention of the lodges in this district was held at 
Ellsworth. I had supposed that we might have present seventy-five, or if 
the weather was favorable possibly one hundred of the brethren. The day 
was very rainy and the traveling exceedingly bad, so you can judge of my 
surprise on entering the hall to find between two and three hundred of the 
brethren assembled. The convention was called to order at 2 P. M. and 
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duly opened in the Master's degree. After greeting the brethren, and stat
ing the objects of the convention, I called on Wor. Bro. CRAS. F . PAINE, 
and Bar Harbor Lodge, to exemplify the Entered Apprentice degree. He 
called his lodge to order, a lodge of E. A. was duly opened, and the de
gree exemplified in a manner which merited the hearty applause which 
greeted him at the close of the work. Wor. Bro. E. F. CLAPHAM and the 
David A. Hooper Lo(lge were then called upon to exemplify the Fellow 
Craft degree. This was also given ill a fine manner and they were vigor
ously applauded at the close. After questions and criticims on the work 
in the degrees, the convention was called from labor to refreshment until 
evening. A banquet for the visiting brethren was served by Lygonia and 
Estoric Lodges in the banquet hall adjoining, which I think was trnly en
joyed. Finding the lodge hall would be unable to accommodate the num
ber who would be likely to be present in the evening, the Odd Fellows' 
lower hall was procured, and hastily fitted up for a lodge room, and at half 
past seven the convention was called from refreshment to labor again, 
the number present being estimated between four and five hundred. Wor
shipful Brother E I~VERT E. PARKER, with a corps of officers selected from 
the two lodges in this city, then entered, and, opening his lodge, proceeded 
to exemplify the Master's degree, in which he was assisted b.y the Apollo 
Quartette of Bangor, who rendered a choral service during the degree, which 
added much to its impressiveness. The degree was conferred in a manner I 
have never seen excelled, even in Grand Lodge, and the brethren present 
were enthusiastic in its praise. After the degree, the convention was 
closed, and the brethren repaired to the banquet hall, when refreshments 
were again served, after which an informal meeting was held in the hall 
above, where there was singing by the quartette and speeches I:>Y a number 
of the brethren, and at a late hour the brethren dispersed, feeling that the 
convention was a grand snccess, and that a similiar one should be held each 
year. 

March 2d, I visited Tremont Lodge, No. 77, at Southwest Harbor. Here 
also the Master's degree was couferred, a large number of the brethren 
being present. This was the first time the present Master had conferred 
this degree, but the work was very good. Bro. MAYO, the new Master, has 
been absent for a number of years, so the ritual is a new thing to him, but 
I think he will make an excellent officer. The records are still in the hands 
of Bro. KEENE, which ensures their being neatly and correctly kept; the 
dues are ay;o fairly well collected. 

March 13th, I visited Felicity Lodge, No. 19, at Bucksport. Quite a 
number of the brethren were present at the meeting. This lodge has done 
very little work in the past year, so the interest is not as great as in some 
other of the lodges in the district. I met with a cordial reception, however, 
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and at my request, the Entered Apprentice degree was exemplified, the 
work being very well performed. After the work, parts of the ritual in the 
other degrees were gone through with, for the purpose of instruction. The 
books are still in the hands of Bro. HEYWOOD, and are neatly and correctly 
kept; the dues are well paid up, and the lodge has several hundred dollars 
in the Savings Bank on interest. 

March 15th, I visited Winter Harbor Lodge, No. 192, at Winter Harbor, 
and witnessed the exemplification of the Entered Apprentice degree. Had 
I not been told it was an exemplification, I should have thought it actual 
work, as every detail was as carefully attended to as if it had been an 
actual candidate. The work was exceedingly well done, all the officers 
taking their parts in fine shape. Bro. S~IALL, the W. M., although a young 
mason, has put in much time and hard study, and makes a most excellent 
Master. The Secretary was unavoidably absent, but his boo,ks were there. 
They have been well and faithfully kept in the past, and I have no doubt 
but that the new Secretary will faithfully perform his duty, his Grand 
Lodge report being the first one received. The lodge has no debts, and has 
about one hundred dollars in the bank on interest. 

I have filled out and delivered six Past Master's diplomas, but I am in
formed that there are a number of the bret.hren in the district who are en
titled to them, but have never received them, something which ought to be 
attended to. 

In conclusion, I desire to thank the brethren of this district, for the hos
pitality shown, and for the uniform kindness and courtesy with which I 
have been received, and to assure them that the remembrance of the past 
masonic year will always be a pleasure and gratification to me. I also desire, 
Most 'Vorshipful, to thank you for the honor conferred by my appointment. 

Fraternally submitted, 
JAMES E. PAUSONS, D. D. G. M. 21st M. D. 

Ellsworth, March 29, 1899. 

TWENTY-SECOND DISTRICT. 

To M.W. JOSEPH A. LOCKE, 
Gmnd Master oj th e Grand Lodge oj Maine. 

I have the honor herewith to submit my second annual report as District 
Deputy Grand Master of the Twenty-Second Masonic District. I have this 
year witnessed work in the different degrees in all the lodges in the district, 
and I fina that, taken together, there has been a marked gain in the correct 
rendering of the ritual. 
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Jlly first official act was the granting of a dispensation to Meridian Lodge, 
No. 125, to appear in public June 2ith, by attending church in commemora
tion of St. John's Day. 

June 29th, I visited Corinthian Lodge, No. 95, Hartland, and witnessed 
work in the Master Mason's degree, which was well done, all the officers 
taking their parts in a very able and impressive manner. There was a large 
attendance of visiting brethren; thirty or more from Merfdian Lodge, of 
Pittsfield, carne on a special train, which made it a very interesting meeting. 
The records are very neatly and corrcctly kept.. Corinthian Lodge has one 
of the finest masonic homes in this distric t. Banquet and social time at 
close of lodge. 

July 28th, I officially visited Meridian Splendor Lodge, No. 49, Newport, at 
a regular meeting and witnessed work in the Master Mason's degree, which 
was rendered in a very able manner, the officers and members all showing a 
good interest in the work and a marked improvement over the work done 
last year. Jtecords neatly kept. 

September 27th, I made my official visit to Cambridge Lodge, No. 157, 
Cambridge, at a regular meeting. There being no work, the Worshipful 
Master exemplified the work in the Entered Apprentice degree. This being 
the first work done by the Master, I found it my duty- to make several cor
rections, which were well received. Records well kept. 

October 1st, by invitation of Parian Lodge, No. 160, Corinna, I publicly 
installed the officers. assisted by Past D. D. G. M. REED PACKARD as Grand 
Marshal. The ceremony of installation and remarks by the brethren were 
attentively listened to. After closing we were invited to the dining hall, 
where we were greeted by the wives of the brethren and partook of a boun
tiful repast. 

November 24th, I made my official visit to Archon Lodge, No. 136, East 
,Dixmont. By invitation of the Worshipful Master , I installed the officers, 
assisted by Bro. C. H. CHADBOURNE as Grand Marshal. After the installa
tion, there being no work, lectures were passed. Records well kept; atten
dance small, as the night was very stormy. 

January 26th, by invitation, I installed the officers of Meridian Splendor 
Lodge, No. 49, Newport. After the installation, refreshments were served 
in the hall. 

January 31st, I publicly installed the officers of Pacific Lodge, No. 64, 
assisted by Bro. WARREN P. CLARK as Grand Marshal. The ceremonies of 
installation ann remarks by the brethren were attentively listened to, and 
much enjoyed by all; after which we listened to an entertainment prepared 
by Bro. D. E. KNIG HT, of Garland, which was well received and appreciated 
by all present. After closing, we were invited to the dining hall, where we 
partook of a bountiful repast prepared by the ladies of Garland Grange. 
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February 3d, I officially visited Meridian Lodge, No. 125, Pittsfield, and 
installed the officers. There being work in the Entered Apprentice degree, 
the newly installed officers proceeded with the work in a very able and sat
isfactory manner. The officers were all well posted, and the ritnal closely 
followed, so mnch so that I did not deem it necessary to make any correc
tions. The records are in good hands and are correctly kept. 

Febrnary 3d, by request, I intsalled Bro. EDWARD A. PORTER as Grand 
Steward of the Grand Lodge of Maine. 

February 21st, I officially visited Plymouth Lodge, No. 75, at Plymouth. 
Work was exemplified on the Entered Apprentice degree and corrections 
made. Records well kept. 

March 25th, I officially visited Parian Lodge, No. 160. Work was exem
plified in the Fellow Craft degree in a very able and satisfactory manner. 
The officers are all well posted, and a good degree of interest was shown in 
the work. The records are in good hauds and are well kept. 

In closing, allow me to extend]Uy thanks to the officers and members of 
the different lodges for their kindness and courtesy during my official visits, 
and to you, Most Worshipful, for the bonor you have conferred upon me 
by this appointment. 

Fraternally submitted, 
GEORGE M. BOND, D. D. G. M. 22d M . D. 

Stetson, April 5, 1899. 

TWENTY-THIRD DISTRICT. 

To M. W. JOSEPH A. LOCKE, 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Maine. 

I have the honor herewith to tender my second annual report as Dis
trict Deputy Grand Master of the Twenty-third Masonic District, and it is 
with great pleasure that I assure you of the most satisfactory cond ition of 
affairs in the district. The lodges are working together in harmony, and 
there is a generous feeling of emulation among them as to which shall per
form the work in the best manner, that is full of promise for the well-being 
of the order here in the years that are to come. 

Adoniram Lodge, No. 27, of Limington, the oldest lodge in the district, 
has had an interesting revival of interest, as is manifested in their report. 
Four candidates bave been initiated and the meetings have been attended 
with more interest than nsual. The books are in the bands of HARDY H. 
McKENNEY, a faithful and efficient Secretary, and the prospect for more 
work in the immediate future is excellent. 
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Freedom Lodge, No. 42, of Limerick, has also made a commendable gain 
in membership, having creditably performed the work on four candidates 
during the year. The loss of some of the industries of the town and the 
serious fire of this year have in some measure checked the work of this lodge 

and prevented a larger growth, while the removal of some of the members to 
other fields has also hindered growth, but the members are awake, the of
ficers are taking great interest and the interests of masonry in this locality 
are in safe hands. The records of the lodge are still ill the hands of FRED 
W. LIBBY, a faithful and efficient Secretary. 

Fraternal Lodge, No. 55, of Alfred, has not made any growth during the 
past year, for th e same reasons as explained ill my previous report, viz: the 
lack of good material in a village or town where the young men have to go 
elsewhere to look for work, and some of t.he old members who go for t.he 
same reason seem constrained to take dimits. Other organizations are af
fected in the same way and to a greater degree. The lodge is well officered, 

and the books, in the hands of the vetcran Secretary, Dr. J. M. AK.ERS, are 
faithfully kept. 

Day Spring Lodge, No. 107, of West Newfield, suffers from the same 
causes as the preceding 10(lge. During the year they have lost the aged 
brother, Dr. ADAMS, of whom I spoke a t some length last year. Worshipful 
Master AI Q. MITCHELL still holds the gavel, and this is a guarantee that 
whatever of work comes to this lodge will be most faithfully done. The rec
ords are still in the hands of the veteran Secretary, G. O. HANNAFORD. 

Buxton Lodge, No. 115, at West Buxton, is still the largest lodge in the 
district, and has a large force of brethren interested in the highest degree in 
the welfare and efficiency of the lodge. They have had some work, hut five 
brethren have dimitted, which leaves the total of membership two less than 
last year. They have 94 members at the present time. No Secretary could 
be more faithful and capable than Bro. CYRIL P. HARMON, who has filled 
tbis position for many years. 

Drummond Lodge, No. 118, at Parsonsfield, has exhibited a commend
able growth and the interest bids fair to increase in consequence. The rec
ords are well kept by Bro. A. R. LEAVITT, whose years of experience have 

well fitted him for the position of Secretary. 

Preble Lodge, No. 143, at Sanford, is in better condition at the present 
time than for many years, I think. A better feeling exists among the mem ·· 
bers and t.he prospects are better for work. I have visited this lodge twice 
and the meetings are interesting and enjoyable. Worshipful Master FRED 
S. HODG SON is thoroughly wide· awake and enthusiastic in the work. Past 
Master JOSEPH LECKENBY is a very efficient Secretary, and the records are 
made beautiful by his facile hands. The entire corps of officers are efficient 
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and interpsted, and with the assistance of several Past Masters, who are 
regular in their attendance, the prospects of the lodge are excellent. 

Of Springvale Lodge, No. 190, at Springvale, my own home lodge, I can 
have only good words to say. The lodge has held twenty-foul' communica
tions during the year, although they were called off during the months of 
July and August. I have been present at all oi' these, with one exception, 
and on that occasion I was out of town. I had the pleasure of reporting to 
you last year that this lodge had iniliated nine candidates during that year, 
the same number initiated by all the ot,her lodges in the district. It is a 
further pleasure for me to be able to sa.Y that we have done the same thing 
this year; the other lodges in the district have initiated fourteen members 
during the year, and we have again equaled them in this reRpect. How 
long we shall be able to keep this pace is of course a que~tiol1, but I can 
assure yon, Most Worshipful, that all this work has been done in the most 
efficient manner. Our meetings for work have been largely attended, some
times by representatives of several lodges, and the work has always bepn 
done with a careful attention to detail that has elicited the heartiest com
mendation from visitors, official and otherwise. WILLIE F. FERGUSON has 
succeeded to the master's chair, but the officers associated with him have a 
deep interest in the work, and he is doing, with their assistance, all that 
a faithful master can do to keep the work fully up to the high standard 
already attained by this lodge. Past Masters ALLEN, OGDEN, HARRIS and 
HUTCHINS are ready to assist in any way, and the lodge owes a debt of grat
itude to its past masters for assistance rendered. 

The sickness of m.\.' clerk, long-continued, has hindered in some measure 
the work of visitation I had planned to do, but I am indebted to many 
brethren for courtesies kindly rendered. 

With the deepest gratitude to you, Most Worshipful, for the honor of my 
appointment, this report is 

Respectfully submitted, 
FRANK H. DEXTER, D. D. G. Jr. 2Sd M. D. 

TWENTY-FOURTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. JOSEPH A. LOCKE, 
Grand Master oj the Grand Lodge oj Maine. 

I herewith submit my first annual report for the Twenty-Fourth Masonic 
District. 

Having received my appointment as D. D. G. M. of this district from 
you, M. W., and not being present in Grand Lodge, I was installed ill Cum-
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berland Lodge, No. 12, on May 28tb, by R. W. GEORGE W. PI~UMMER, 

Past D. D. G. M., assisted by W. JOSEPH B. HA~UIOND as Grand Marshal. 

September 27th, attended the masonic convention at Lewiston, conducted 
by M. W. FRANK E. SLEEPER, Grand Lecturer, where I had the pleasure of 

meeting nearly one-half of tbe D. D. G. M.'s of the state. Nearly every 

lodge in the district was represented, and it must have resulted in much 

good. 
On the evening of October 29tb, I was present at the stated communica

tion of Nezinscot Lodge, No. 101, at Turner. There being no work, the 
E. A. degree was exemplified in a very correct manner, all the officers being 

present and fully sustaining their parts. 

The W. M., HARRY 'V. BURDIN, remarked to me in the course of conver-. 

sation before the lodge was opened, that" he had not had a chance to open 
the lod2e yet" so that the opening and work were a surprise to me. A del

egation from Evening Star Lodge, No. 147, at Buckfield, were present, and 

from tbe remarks made, I should think that very cordial relations existed 

between the two lodges. The records are still in the hands of that veteran 

Secretary, W. Bro. SETH D. ANDREWS, and it is needless to say are well 

kept. The financial condit,ion of the lodge is good, and altbough they have 
spent over five hundred dollars in repairing and remodeling their building, 

they still have a considerable surplus in the treasury. The second story of 

the building they have made into a reception room, or parlor, a banquet 
room, and kitchen, and have them all well fumished for their several pur

poses, giving them accommodations second to none of the country lodges 
which I have visited. An oyster supper was served in the banquet room, 

and a social hour was passed, with stories, reminiscent and otherwise, with 

fine flavored cigars. 
November 24th, attended the stated communication of Tyrian Lodge, No. 

73, at Mechanic Falls. The attendance was large, being fully equal to the 

seating capacity of the hall. At the close of the business routine, by re

quest of W. JHIES W. WAYNE, I installed the officers, assisted by W. 
PRESCOTT R. COBB as Grand Marshal, at the close of which they proceeded 

to work the F. C. degree on one candidat,e, and considering that most of the 

officers were doing their first work in their several positions, it was well ren

dered. W. Bro. 'VAYNE is a good ritualist, with a fine clear voice, impres
sive manner, and is one of our best Masters. The records are still in the 

care of Bro. JEFFElUES, and show the lodge to be in good financial stand

ing, and the dues fairly well collected. I called attention to the necessity 

of fumishing their history to Grand Lodge. At the close of the work a 

bountiful collation was served in the banquet room, and a social hour was 

spent, with fine music by the organist and members. They have an ex

cellent organ, and Bro. GEORGE W. MOORE knows how to play it. 
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November 26th, by invitation of Wor. HENRY W. LORING, assisted by W. 
JCSEl'n B. HAM~IOND as Grand Marshal, and R. W. GEORGE W. PLUMMER 
as Grand Chaplain, I installed the the officers elect and appointed of 
Cumberland Lodge, No. 12, for the ensuing masonic year. 

January 30th, I was present at a special communication of Webster Lodge, 
No. 164, at Sabattus, and witnessed work on the Master Mason's degree, 
upon one candidate. As this is the home of M. W. FRANK E. SLE~;PEIl, Grand 
Lecturer, I had expected to see good work, and was not disappointed. The 
work was finely rendered, every officer sustaining his part with grace and 
ability. The Master for the past year, Wor. Bro. G.EOIlGE W. JORDAN, 
presided, and Bro. FRED A. RICHARDSON, S. W. (W. M. elect) gave the 
lecture. The records, in the care of R. W. JUDSON BANGS, are accurate 
and neat, and show the lodge to be ill a fairly prosperous condition. The 
meeting was in their new hall, which is commodious and well arranged, 
the tints of walls and furnishings harmonious p.nd appropriate, and it will 
be a pleasant home for them many years to come. An oyster supper in the 
room below at the conclusion of the work. 

March 6th, by invitation of W. EDWARD S. STETSON, Master of Ashlar 
Lodge, No. 105, Lewiston, I attended a special communication of this lodge 
and ~aw them work the E. A. degree. This was the first work the new 
officers had done, and as most of the appointed officers were taken from 
the floor without the usual rotation, I thought it was remarkably good. 
Appropriate music was rendered during the work by the quartette belonging 
to the lodge. The records are still looked after by W. Bro. FRED I. MOR
RELT~, and are neat aIld well written, showing a good attendance at the 
meetings, with annual dues closely collected, and a strong financial condi
tion. This lodge is now the largest in the district, with a membership of 
two hundred and seventy-eight. A fine collation awaited us in tbe armory 
at the close of the work in the lodge room. 

March 13th, by appointment with W. Wrr.LIA~! E. CUTLER, Master of 
Ancient Brothers' Lodge, No. 178, at Auburn, I was present at a special 
communication and saw the Master Mason's degree conferred npon two 
candidates in a very satisfactory manner. All the officers were present, 
and snstained their several parts in a generally correct and impressive style; 
the work of the Senior Deacon, although bnt recently made a mason, was 
remarkable for its correctness, and but few corrections were necessary in 
any part of the work or lectures. The records by Bro. FORES'!' E. LUDDEN 
are in proper form, and show a good attendance throughout the year. They 
also show a sound financial condition and dues well collected. After clos
ing the lodge, we repaired to the banquet room, where an elegant and boun
tiful collation tempted the appetites of the two hundred or more brethren 
present, followed by cigars, speeches and stories, until a late hour, and I 
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was reminded of a remark by a former D. D. G. M., "but to meet with 
good, warm· hearted brethren was a very pleaHant occasion." 

March 15th. By invitation of W. T. LLOYD PRATT, Master of Habboni 
Lodge, No. 150, Lewiston, I attended a special communication this evening, 
and as they had no work at this time, they proceeded to exemplify the work 
of the third degree in a very fine manner, being as good, if not the best, 
that I have seen during the year. The Senior Deacon being detained by 
sickness, his place was ably filled by R. W. Bro. EDWIN K. SmTH, who 
contributed to the work his well known skill in all that pertains to the lodge 
room. This lodge has had no candidates this winter, but I failed to see any 
rust upon tools or intellects. The records are still in the haTHls of Bro. 
GEORGE :F. TURSER, and are well written, in good form, and show the dues 
well collected, and finances in good condition. At the close of tbe work: a 
banquet was served in the armory, to whicb all did ample justice, and at 
its close, cigars were lighted, and a social hour was passed with speeches, 
stories and songs. The homeward way was not so pleasant, however, a 
high wind, and drifting, sticky snowstorm, retarding my progress, and the 
small hours had come, when wet and uncomfortable I arrived at hom e. 

March 29th, visited Tranquil Lodge, No. 29, at Auburn, at a special COUl
munication convened to work tbe F. C. degree. By some misunderstanding 
between the W. Master and Secretary, there was not time to fully notify 
the members, and being a stormy night, there was not the average number 
of the brethren present. The officers were all in their stations, how
ever, and conferred the degree upon two candidates in a very satisfactory 
manner, considering that it was the firat time they had worked it. While I 

do not consider this degree as a fair test of all the officers, I thought it my 
last opportunity to visit them, thinking that their stated communication in 
April would be too late to report. W. Bro. ALBERT E. VERRILL is a very 
graceful and easy presiding officer, with a fine voice, and well supported by 
a line of officers of dignity and merit. The records are still in the care of 
Bro. JHU;S F . ATWOOD, and are simply perfect, showing a full attendance, 
and a good balance in the treasury. I had intended to visit Tranquil on 
March 22d, when an elaborate banquet was prepared, with some two hun ·. 
dred brethren present, but having taken a severe hoarse cold, coming from 
Habboni, the week previous, I was forced to forego the pleasure it would 
have given me. 

Cumberland Ludge, No. 12, at New Gloucester, I have not bad time to 
visit officially. Being Secretary, my time has seemed to be fully occupied 
during 'the meetings, but I have offered such suggestions from time to time 
as seemed to me proper, which have been received in a kindly and fraternal 
spirit and acted upon by officers and brethren. ,V. HENRY W . LORING is 
serving his sixth term as Master, and is a very efficient presiding officer, 
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much interested in the work and general concerns of the lodge. The other 
officers are very proficient in their respective stations and places, being in 
their second year of service, and while lacking space in our lodge room for 
the elaborate floor work of our city lodges, we claim to make good masons 
with all needed instructions. For the past two years the lodge has been 
very prosperous, aud at the present time the outlook is bright, and we hope 
it may continue, for Cumberland Lodge has had a long and honorable exist
ence, and we should be very sorry to he obliged to surrender our charter, as 
many of us expected a few years ago. The dues are well collected and 
financial condition fair. 

I have visited all the lodges in the district once, officially, (with the ex
ception of my own) and some of them unofficially, and believe them all to 
be in a healthy and fairly prosperous condition. While not as much work 
has been done as last year, and for several causes there is a slight decrease 
i'n membership, I do not consider it any sign of decadence, but rather of 
more vigorous standing. 

In conclusion, Most Worshipful, I wish to thank you most sincerely for 
the honor of my appointment as your representative in the Twenty-fourth 
District, the officers and brethren of the several lodges for their kindness 
and courtesy on every occasion, and the Secretaries for their promptness in 
making their returns. 

Respectfully submitted, 
GEORGE H. GODING, D. D. G. M. 24th M. D. 

Lewiston Junction, April 8, 1899. 

TWENTY-FIFTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. JOSEPH A. LOC KE, 

Grand Master oj'the Grand Lodge oj'Maine. 

I have the honor of submitting my second annual report as D. D. G. M. 
of the Twenty-fifth Masonic District. 

On March 13th, I visited Aroostook Lodge, at Blaine. The night being 
stormy and the roads in bad condition, no candidate appeared, so the 
evening was spent in exemplifying work in the M. M. degree, which was 
very creditably done. Aroostook Lodge is in a very satisfactory condition, 
and the records are well kept by Bro. RAMSEY. 

On March 28th, I visited Katahdin Lodge, at Pa.tten . . ·Witnessed work in 
the third degree, which wa.s done in a manner that reflects great credit~ upon 
the Master and other officers. At" refreshment" all repaired to the sup
per room, where a bountiful supper was served by the ladies of the East· 
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ern Star. Katahdin Lodge is soon' to have a new hall. Steps have already 
been taken in timt direction, and the coming ye~r will doubtless find them 
in larger and better quarters. 

On March 15th, I attended the annual meeting of Monument Lodge, (my 
masonic home). At the proper time opened a lodge of Past Masters, and 
conferred tile degree on Master elect, Bro. CHAS. H. FOGG, who with the 
the other elected officers were subsequently installed by Past Master Bro. 
CHAS. P. TENNEY, in a very impressive manner. 

On April 12th, I again visited Monument Lodge, and witnessed work in 
the E. A. degree which was done very nearly perfect, an excellent showing 
for the newly installed officers,. Monument Lodge is in a very prosperous 
condition. Records are neatly and correctly kept by Bro. STETSON, who 
also looks well after the collecting of dues. 

On April 25th, I visited Molunkus Lodge, ~. t Sherman Mills, and am 
sorry to report that they have done no work in the past year, but their 
future looks brighter, as two candidates for degrees were elected at the 
above meeting. The evening was spent in a review of the ritualistic work, 
as it was impossible to reach either of the candidates. 

In conclusion, I will say that the work throughout the district is uniform, 
harmony prevailing, and growth as steady as can be expected. 

Again thanking you, Most Worshipful, for the honor of my appOintment, 
I remain, 

Fraternally yours, 

J . FRANK BRYSON, D. D. G. M. 25th M. D. 
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ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE 

\trustees of the (Iharit\2 jfun~. 

MASONIC HALL, PORTLAND, 

TUESDA Y, May 2, 1899. 

The Trustees met in the Grand Master's office at 5 P. M. 

Pl'f~sent-J OSEPH A. LOCKE, President. 

WINFIELD S. CHOATE, 

ELMER P. SPOFFORD, 

MILLARD M. CASWELL, 

STEPHEN BERRY, Secretal'Y, 

CHARLES 1. COLLAMORE, 

EDWAltD P. BURNHAM, 

ARCHIE L . TALBOT, 

A . M. WETHERBEE. 

Various brethren were heard in regard to applicants. 

The Secretary presented ninety applications for aid, with a 

schedule of the same, which were referred to a committee of two. 

Adjourned till 5 o'clock Wednesday afternoon. 

WEDNESDAY, May 3, 1899. 

Met at 5 P. M. in the Grand Master's office. 

Present--J OSEPH A. LOCKE, President. 

WINFIELD S. CHOATE, 
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ELMER P. SPOFFORD, 

MILLARD M. CASWELL, 

STEPHEN BERRY, Secretary, 
CHARLES 1. COLLAMORE, 

EDWARD P. BURNHAM, 

'ARCHIE L. TALBOT, 

A. M. ·WETHERBEE. 

The Committee on Applications for Aid reported a schedule 
which was accepted. 

Voted, That one represent seven dollars. 

Voted, That $1,348 be appropriated to pay the schedule. 

Voted, That the bond of the Grand Treasurer for $10,000 be approved 
and placed in the charge of the Secretary. 

The Grand Treasurer reported as follows: 

To the Trustees oj the Charity Fund oj the Grand Lodge. 

The subscriber reports, in brief, the transactions of his office for the past 
year as follows: 

RI!CI!IPTS. 

Cash balance as per last report, ... , ................. . $1,131.41 
June 2. Rising Star Lodge returned, beneficiary having died,... 14.00 
Aug. 23. Crooked River Lodge returned, benej;iciary having died, 14.00 

Cash income from investments, .. ........ ... . ..... .. . 1,663.01 
Unexpended balance returned by the Grand Master, . .. 96.00 

$2,918.42 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

Cash to beneficiaries, ... .. .. . . ..... .. .. ... ... ... .. ' .$1,565.00 
Cash for rent of safe,.. .. . . . ... . . .... . . . ... . .. . . . . . . 10.00 
Ca~h to new account, . . ........ . . ... . ........ .. ..... 1,343.42 

$2,918.42 

The Charity Fund consists of-

25 shares Canal National Bank Stock, . ... ... ....... . ..... . ..... $2,500.00 
37 shares Casco National Bank Stock, .. .... .. .... .. . ..... " .... 3,700.00 
14 shares First National Bank Stock, ......................... . . 1,400.00 
11 shares National Traders Bank Stock, .............. .. . ... .... 1,100.00 
10 shares Merchants National Bank Stock, ............. ..... .. ,. 150.00 
20 shares Westbrook Trust Company, 

21 G. L. 

2,000.00 
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10 shares C. B. and Q. R. R. Stock, ... . ..... . . .. . .. .. .... . .... 1,000.00 
1 City of Portlanrl bond, . ... .... ... .. , ...................... 1,000.00 
1 Town of Brunswick bond, . . ... . . . .. ....... ... .. .. .. .... .. , 1,000.00 
1 City of Saco bond, . . . . . . . . . ... ... ... . . . . . . . .... . . . .. . ,.... 500.00 
1 City of Columbus, 0., bond, ... . .............. . ..... ... ... . ~ 500.00 
2 Rockland Water Co. bonds, .. . . . .... , ... . ... .. .... . . .. , . . . . 1,500.00 
2 Union Electric Co. bonds, ... . . . . .. . ..... , .. , . . ..... ..... , .. 1,000.00 
1 Delaware Water Co. bond, . ... ... ... . ,' .. ... ... ..... ... .... . 
1 Muncie Water Co. bond, .... . .............. . . .... . .... . . .. . 
1 Maine Central R. R. bond, . . . . . . ...... . . .................. . 
2 Kennebec Light and Heat Co. bonds, ... . ....... , . .. ..... ... . 

Cash on deposit in-

500.00 
500.00 
500.00 

1,000.00 

Maine Savings Bank, .. . ... . ..... .. , .. .. . ... ... , 2,220.62 
Portland Savings Bank, .. ...................... , 2,246.76 
Augusta Savings Bank, . ..... . .. , ..... ,. . ...... . 586.24 
Skowhegan Savings Bank, .... , . ....... , . . . . .. . . 574.34 
Waterville Savings Bank, . . ... ............. . .. , 581.92 
Wiscasset Savings Bank,.. .... ...... .... .. ...... 591.62 
Saco and Biddeford Savings Institution, ....... . .. 2,1114.04 
Bath Savings Institution, ..... . . , ... . '" ... ... .. . 585.80 
Brunswick Savings Institution, ' ......... . .. , .. . , 588. 72 
Gardiner Savings Institution, . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 580.07 
Portland National Bank, savings department, .... . 1,165.88 

$32,306.01 
Fraternally summitted, 

MARQUIS F. KING, Grand Treasurer. 

The report was referred to a Committee of Finance consist
ing of Bro. STEPHEN BERRY, who reported that he had exam
ined the securities and bank books, and found them to agree 

with the account presented. 

The report was then accepted. 

Voted, That whenever thc Grand Treasurer has any money to invest, or 
considers any change should be made in the investments, it shall be neces
sary that such investments and re-investments shall first receive the written 
approval of the Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, Bro. EDWARD P. BURN
HAM, and the Grand Secretary, or either two of them. 

Adjourned sine die. 

Attest; STEPHEN BERRY, Secretary. 
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Regulations of the Charity Fund of the 
Grand Lodge of Maine. 

ARTICLE I. 

The fund is applicable to the following cases, viz: 
First, to poor and worthy members of lodges under this jurisdiction, in 

cases where the funds of their own lodges are not adequate to the exigency 
of the case. 

Secondly, to poor and worthy masons resident in this state not members 
of any subordinate lodge, and being in circumstances to render such mem
bership not a masonic dnty. 

Tkirdly, to poor and worthy masons being sojourners in this state. 
FOllrtlzly, to other cases of distress. 

ARTICLE II. 

The widows and orphans of deceased masons are to be relieved as the 
husband or parellt would be upon the principle stated in preceding article. 

AUTICLE III. 

Applications for relief are to be made to the Recording Grand Secretary, 
in writing, siglied by the applicant, or some Master Mason in his behalf who 
is personally cognizant of his circumstances, stating the peculiar circum
stallces of the case, accompan ied with a certificate from the Master of the 
lodge to which the applicant belongs, or of the nearest lodge, vouching for 
his masonic standing and his neeel. of the relief prayed for. 

In Board of Trustees, Portland, May 5, 1858. 
Voted, That every brother entrust.ed with funds be required to take re

ceipts for the same, when paid, and forward said receipts forthwith to the 
Grand Treasurer .. 

In Board of Trustees, Portland, Ma,y 8, 1862. 
Voted, That each Almoner be provided by the Grand Treasurer with one 

printed blank receint for each person for whom such Almoner draws money 
from the Charity Fund, which receipts such Almoner is to cause to be 
signed by the beneficiaries respectively, and file the same with the Grand 
Treasurer. 

Voted, That no Almoner who fails to file with the Grand Treasurer are· 
ceipt from each person for whose benefit money has been appropriated by 
this Board for the full amount of such appropriation when the money has 
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been drawn by such Almoner, shall be considered worthy to be entrusted 
with the sacred office of Almoner for this Charity Fund. 

In Board oj Trustees, Portland, May 4, 1871-
Voted, That hereafter no application for relief be considered by the 

Trustees, unless made in writing, according to Article 111 of the Regulations 
of the Charity FunG. 

Voted, That the Secretary be directed to make a list of such applications, 
including all that come to his hands up to Monday evening preceding the 
day of the Annual Communication; and that all applications presented after 
that time be referred to the next annual meeting of the Trustees. 

Voted, That the Grand Secretary notify every lodge of this action, at 
least one month before the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge. 

In Board oj Trustees, Portland, May 8, 1872. 
Resolved, That applications for relief from the Grand Charity Fund must 

state the amount expended in charity during the past year, by the lo(lge 
making such application, the names of recipient~, and the condition of the 
finances of the lodge at last annual meeting, or such applications will not 
be considered by the Trustees. 

In Board oj Trustees, Portland, ·May 6, 1885: 
Voted, That hereafter all applications for relief, not seasonably pre

sented in accordance with the rules and regulations adopted by the Board 
of Trustees of the Charity Fund, be passed over. 

In Board oj Trustees, Portland, May 5, 1886. 
Voted, That the Grand Secretary, when he sends his papers to the differ

ent lodges for their returns, issue a circular to each lodge, notifying them 
that applications to the Board of Trustees for relief must be made in accord
dance with the rules of the Board of Trustees,-otherwise they will not be 
conside,ed. 

In Board oj Trustees, Portland, May 3, 1899. 
Voted, That whenever the Grand Treasurer has any money to invest, or 

considers any change should be made in the investments, it shall be neces
sary that such investments and re- investments shall first receive the written 
approval of the Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, Bro. EDWARD P. 
BURNHHI, and the Grand Secretary, or either two of them. 

A true copy from the Record of Regulations and Votes. 

Attest. STEPHEN BERHY, See'y oj Boal'"d oj Tr-ustees. 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

OF THE 

£barity • fund • of • tb~ • Orand • [Odg~. 

----- 1899.-----

WINFiELD S. CHOATE, Gra.nd Master, 

ALFRlm S. KIMBALL, Deputy Grand Master, 

WTLLIAl\{ J. BURNHAM, Senior Grand Warden, 

FRANKLIN R. REDI,ON, Junior Grand Warden, 

STEPHEN BERUY, Rec. Grand Secretary, 

Ex-Officio. 

" 

" 

" 

" 
EDWARD P . BUHNHAM, elected May 4, 1897, for three years. 

AUCH[E L . 'rALBOT, " " 4, " " " " 
FRANK E. SI,EEPER, " " 3,1898, " " " 
A. M. WETHERBEE, " " 3, " " " " 
CHARLES 1. COLLAMORE, " " 2,1899, " " " .. 
FESSENDEN 1. DAY, " " " " " " " 
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AMENDMENTS . TO . CONSTITUTION. 
Adopted s inee Edition of 1893. 

SI£C. 35. The clothing of a Grand Officer shall be as the 
Grand Lodge shall, from time to time, prescribe. Permanent 
members of the Grand Lodge shall wear the apron prescribed 
for Grand Officers. 

An officer of a lodge shall wear a blue velvet collar, a Rilvcr 
jewel, and white or figured apron. [1896, p. 64.] 

6rand Lodge Clothing under the Foregoing Provision. 

Voted, That the clothing of the Grand Officers shall be as 

follows: 
The aprons of the Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master and 

Grand Wardens shall be of white lambskin, lined with purple, 
having the emblem of his office su itably embroiuered on the 

edgings thereof, with purple edging and st.rings. 
The aprons of the other Grand Officers shall be of white 

lambskin,· lined with purple, with purple strings and edging. 

That the jewels of the Grand Officers shall be as follows: 
That of the Grand Master, the Compasses extended to fort.y

five degrees, with the segment of a circle at the points and a 

gold or metal gilt plate included, on which is represented an 
eye, eradiated, with a triangle, also eradiated. 

That of the Deputy Grand Master, the Compasses and Square 

united with a five pointed star in the centre. 
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That of the Senior Grand "Varden, the Level; Junior Grand 
Warden, the Plumb; The Grand Treasurer, a Key; Recording 
Grand Secretary, Crossed Pens; Corresponding Grand Secretary, 
Crossed Pens; Grand Chaplain, Book with a Triangle; Grand 

Marshal, Crossed Rods; Grand Deacons, Dove and Oli ve Branch; 
Grand Stewards, Cornucopia; Grand Sword Bearer, Crossed 
Swords; Gr;:J.nJ. Standard Bearer, Banner; Grand Pursuivants, 

a Rod and Sword, crossed; Grand Organist, Lyre; Grand Tyler, 
Sword. 

Each Past Grand Master, Past Deputy Grand Master and 
Past Grand Warden may be distinguished by the jewel pre
scribed for the office he has filled, with this difference, that 
snch jewel shall be fixed withi n a circle or oval, of gold or metal 

gilt. It shall be worn over the left breast. 
The Collars of the Grand Officers shall be a purple vE'lvet 

collar suitably embroidered. [1896, pp. 64 and 65.J 

SEC. 94. Every candidate must apply to the lodge in this 
state nearest his residence, except that he must apply to a lodge 

in the town in which he resides, if one is located there. But . 

when a municipality, or a part of one, is annexed to another 
under the law of the state, the Grand Lodge may modify this 

rule in particular cases as it may deem wise. [1898, p. 65. J 

SEC. 85. Each lodge shall pay annu31ly towards the support 
of the Grand Lodge twenty cents each for all of its members, 

including honorary members and those absent from the sta~e, 

and two dollars for every candidate initiated. Each lodge shall 
be E'utitled to receive as many diplomas from the Grand Lodge 
as they make Master Masons. And no dues will be remitted, 

unless upon petition of the lodge and the report of a committee 

of the Grand Lodge thereon. [1898, p. 66.J 

SEC. 96. No candidate, whose application may be rejected 

by a lodge, shall be initiated in any lodge under this jurisdic
tion other than the one which rejected him, except after five 
years from such rejection, unless the lodge recommend him to 
another lodge by a unanimous vote-the vote to be taken by 
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the secret ballot; Provided, however, that if the candidate shall, 
at the end of five years from such rejection, be a resident within 
the jurisdiction of the rejecting lodge, consent shall be granted 
unless there are more than three negative ballots. And if any 

mason knowingly assist, or recommend for initiation, to any 

lodge whatever, any candidate rejected as aforesaid, except as 
above provided, such mason shall be expelled from the institu

tion. [1898, p. 66. ] 

SEC. 25. The District Deputy Grand Masters shall visit the 
several lodges in their respective districts, once at least in every 
year; preside in the same, when present; and shall inspect 
their by-laws, records and mode of working; but if unable to 

visit any lodge, they may appoint some suitable brother to per
form that duty. 

They shall communicate to the lodges all such edicts and 
regulations of the Grand Lodge, as may be received by them 

from the Recording Grand Secretary; shall receive and receipt 
for all dues to the Grand Lodge; receive the returns of the 
lodges, and make their remarks thereon. 

They shall, on or before the first day of April in each year, 
make a report of their doings to the Grand Master; and they 

shall attend annually in the Grand Lodge; and they shall pay 
to the Grand Treasurer all moneys in their hands, or transmit 
the returns and money to the Grand Treasurer, on or before 
the fifteenth day of April. They shall be re-imbursed their ex

penses in visiting the lodges, their accounts being first examined 
and passed by the Committee of Finance. 

Each District Deputy Grand Master, on receiving from the 
Grand Treasurer the jewel of his office, and the record of the 

district over which he is appointed, shall give a receipt to the 
Grand Treasurer, in substance as follows, viz: 

"Whereas, I, --- ---, have been appointed and duly 
commissioned District Deputy Grand Master for the --

Masonic District, and have received the collar and jewel apper
taining to said office, and the book of records of said district, I 
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hereby promise to return the same at the expiration or revo

cation of my commission, to the Treasurcr of the Grand Lodge 
of Maine; and in default thereof, I promise to pay the Treas
urerof said Grand Lodge the sum of fifty dollars." 

[18!)9, p. 243. J 

SEC. 127. No lodge shall form a public procession, funeral pro
cessions excepted, without permission from the Grand Master. 
And it is proper, as a mark of respect for the Chief Magistrate 
of the Nation or State, to permit lodges to appear in public, 
either upon occasions of a pnblic reception of him, Ol· of public 

mourning for his death. [1899, p. 243.J 

SEC. 91. Every lodge must preserve one copy of the printed 
proceedings in the hall, and when a volume is completed should 

bind it for the use of the lodge. [1899, p. 245. J . 
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AMENDED SINCE EDITION OF CONSTITUTION, 1893. 

-------------+-------------

19. The Grand Secretary shall notify each Grand Officer, ' 

elect or appointed, who has not been installed in the Grand 

Lodge, of his election or appointment and transmit to him an 
abstract of Section 10 of the Constitution. 

[1894, p. 57, re-enaeted. ] 

ADDITION TO 1. 

Resolved, That the Grand Treasurer be directed to pay each 
permanent member of the Grand Lodge in attendance at the 

annual communication of the Grand Lodge. annually, the same 
I for attendance and mileage, as is paid delegates to the Gmnd 

Lodge. [1897, p. 222. ] 

32. Resolved, That, when the hour arrives for the eleetion 

of the officers of the Grand Lodge, as is provided in the Con

stitution, the Grand Lodge shall go into an executive session 
for that purpose, and nOlle but membe rs of the Gt'and Lodge 
shall be present without the consent of the M. W. Grand Master 
in each casn, and at the concluding of the election no further 

business shall be considered du ri ng the afternoon without unan· 

imous consent. [1898, p. 68. J 

22. Repealed 1898, p. 68. 

33. Voted, That the j urisdictlOn of Deering Lodge, No. 183, 
be, and remain until the further order of the Grand Lodge, as it 
was before the annexation of t he City of Deering to th e City of 

Purtland. [ 1899, p. 238.J 
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LODGES ~ IN e$ MAINE, 
W ith Dates of P recedence and Charter. 

t Charter surrendered. 1: Charter re-issued. 

Portland, 
2 Warren 
3 Lincoln: 
4 Hancock, 
5 Kennebec, 
6 Amity, 
7 Eastern, 
8 United, 
9 Saco, 

10 Hising Virtue, 
II Pythagorean, 
12 Cumberland, 
13 Oriental, 
14 Solar, 
15 Orient, 
16 St. George, 
17 Ancient Landmark, 
18 Oxford, 
19 Felicity, 
20 Maine, 
21 Oriental Star, 
22 York, 
23 Freeport, 
24 Ph Cll nix, 
25 Temple, 
~6 Village, 
27 Adoniram, 
28 Northern Star, 
29 Tranquil, 
30 l3laz ing Star, 
31 Union, 
32 Hermon , 
33 Waterville, 
34 Somerset, 
35 Bethlehem, 
36 CltSCO, 
37 Washington, 
38 Harmony, 
39 Penobscot, 
40 Lygonia, 
41 Morning Star, 
42 Freedom, 
43 Alna, 
44 Piscataquis, 

' LOCATION. 

Portland, 
Rast Mach ias, 
Wiscasset, 
Castine, 
I-Iallowell , 
Camden, 
Eastport, 
Brunswick, 
Saco, 
Bangor, 
~' ryeburg, 
New Glouceste r, 
Bridgton, 
Ba th, 
'l'hoIllRston, 
Wa rren 
Portland, 
Norway, 
Bucksport, 
Farlnington, 
Li vermore, 
Kennebunk, 
Freeport, 
Belfast, 
Win th rop, 
Bowdoinham, 
Lilnington, 
North Anson, 
Auburn, 
Humford, 
Union, 
Gardiner, 
Waterville, 
Skowhegan, 
Augusta, 
Yarmouth, 
Lubec, 
Gorham, 
Dexter, 
Ellsworth, 
Litchfield, 
Limerick, 
Alna, 
Milo, 

§ .Revoked. ~ Consolidated. 

DATE o. I DATE 
PR~JCEDENCE. OF C HA R T B IL 

March 30, 1769. March 30, 1769. 
Sept. 10, 1778. Sept. 10, 1778. 
.June 1, 1792. June 1, 1792. 
June 9, 1794. .June 9, 1794. 
March 14, 1796. March 14, 1796. 
March 10, 1801. March 10, 1801. 
June 8, 1801. .June 8, 1801. 
Dec. 14, 180l. Dec. 14, 1801. 
June 14, 1802. June 16, 1802. 
~ept. 13, 1802. Sept. 16, 1802. 
June 1 ;~, 1803. June 13, 180:J. 
.June 13, 1803. June 13, 1803. 
March 12, 1804. March 12, 1804. 
Sept. 10, 1804. Sept. 10, 1804. 
Sept. 10, 1805. Sept. 10, 1805. 
Mltrch 10, 1806. March 10, 1806. 
.June 10, 1806. June 10, 180G. 
Sept. 14, 1807 . Sept. 14,1807 . 
Mltrch 14, 1809. March 14, 1809. 
June 13, 1809, .Jan. 13, 1810. 
June 13, 1811, June 13, 1811. 
March 9, 1813, March 9, 1813. 
Sept. 13, 1814. Sept . 13, 1814. 
Sept. 9, 181O. Dec. 30, 1816. 
Sept. 8, 1817. Oct. 6, 1817. 
,June 9, 1817. Sept. 16, 1817. 
Sept. 9, 1818. Sept. 10, 1818. 
Dec. 9, 18 18. Dec. 15, 1818. 
Dec. 9, 1818. Dec. 9, 1818. 
March 10, 1819. )larch 11, 1819. 
Dec. 27, 1819, April 8, 181l0. 
.June 23, 1820. June 23, 1820. 
June 27, 1820. June 27, 1820. 
J an. 11, 1821. J an. 11, 1821. 
July 12, 1821. May 3, 1866. t 
Oct. 11, 182 1. Oct. 24, 182 1. 
J an. 10, 1822. Jan. 24, 1822. 
J an. 10, 1822. Jan. 24, 1822. 
J an . 10, 1822. Jan. 24, 1822, 
April 11, 1822. April 11, 1 82~. 
Jnly 11 , 1822. July 16, 1822 . 
Jan. 11, 1823. J an. 14, 1823. 
J an. 11, 1823. J an, 14, 1823. 
Oct. 9, 1823. Oct. 28, 1823. 
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45 Central, 
46 St. Croix, 
47 Dunlap, 
48 Lafayette, 
49 Meridian Splendor, 
50 Aurora. 
51 St. J ohn 's, 
52 Mosiac, 
53 Hural. 
54 Vassalborough, 
55 Fraternal, 
56 Mount Moriah, 
57 King Hiram, 
58 Unity, 
59 Mount Hope. 
60 Star in tbe East, 
61 King Solomon's, 
62 King David's, 
63 m chmond, 
64 Pacific, 
65 Mystic, 
66 Mechanics', 
67 Blue Mountain, 
68 Mariners', 
69 Howard, 
70 Standisb, 
71 Hising Sun, 
72 Pioneer, 
73 Tyrian, 
74 Bristol. 
75 Plymouth, 
76 Arundel, 
77 Tremont, 
78 Crescent, 
79 Hockland, 
80 Keystone, 
81 Atlantic, ' 
82 St. Paul's. 
83 St. Andrew's, 
84 Eureka, 
85 Star in the W est, 
86 Temple, 
87 Benevolent, 
88 NarraO"ua"us 
89 Island~ " , 
90 Hiram Abiff, 
91 Harwood, 
92 Siloam, 
93 Horeb, 
94 Paris. 
95 Corinthian, 
96 Monument, 
97 Bethel, 
98 Katahd in, 
99 Vernon Valley, 
100 Jefferson, 
101 Nezinscot, 

Proceed£ngs of the [May, 

I 
DATE OF DATE 

LOCATION. PRECEDENCE. o~' C HA RT ER. 

China, iAP'ril S, IS24. AprilS, 1824. 
Calais, May 29, 1845. May 20, 1841i. 
Biddeford, Jan. 13, 1826. J an. 30, 1826. 
Readfield, Jan. 13, 1826. May 20, 1850.+ 
Newport, July 13, 1 ~26. July 18, 1826. 
Hockland, July 18, 1826. May 9, 1872. + 
South Berwick, Jan. 12, 1827 . Feb. 13, 1827. 
Foxcroft, April 12, 1827. July 16, 1827. 
Sidney, April 12; 1827. July 25, 1827. 
No. Vassalboro', April 12, 1827. May 31,1827. 
Alfred, Jan. 10, 1828. Jan. 10, 1828. 
Denmark, . Jan. 10, U128. J an. 23, 1828. 
Dixfield, April 10, 1828. May 9, 1872. + 
Thorndike, April 10, 1828. May 15, 1828. 
Hope, Jan. 25, 1848. May 4, 1848. t 
Oldtown, Feb. 23, 1848. May 5, 1848. 
Waldoboro', April 4, 1849. Feb. 5, 1855. + 
Lincolnville, June 16, 1849. J an. 13, 1850. 
Richmond, J an. 1, 1850. May 10, 1850. 
Exeter, Oct. 22, 1850. May 12, 1851. 
Hampden, Marcb 1, 1851. May 12, 1851. 
Orono, March 3, 1851. May 12, 185l. 
Phillips, July 12, 1850. May 10, 1852. 
Searsport, Oct. 23, 1851. May 10, 185:l. 
Winterport, Nov. 28, 1851. May 6, 185B. 
Standish, June 10, 1852. May 10, 1853. 
Orland, O.-:t. 18, 1852 . May 10, 185;). 
Ashland, Oct. 26, 1852. May 5, 1854. 
Mechanic Falls, Jan. 21, 1853. May 10, 1853. 
Bristol, March 1, 1853. May 5, 1854. 
Plymouth, May 9, 1853. May 5, 1854. 
Kennebunkport, May 5, 1854. June 26, 1854. 
Tremont, June 12, HI54. May 3, 1856. 
Pembroke, July 4, 1854. July 10, 1854. 
Rockland, Oct. 25, 1854. April 4, 1872. + 
Solon, Dec. 16, 1854. May 4. 1855. 
Portland, May 3, 1855. May 3, 1855. 
Hockport, Oct. 27, 1855. May 2, 1856. 
Bangor, Feb. 6, 1856. May 3, 1856. 
St. George, July 27, 1855. May 2, 185(;. 
Unity, May 4, 1855. May 24, 1856. 
Saccarappa, March 1, 1856. May 5, 1856. 
Carmel, March 12, 1857. May 7,1857 . 
Cherryfield, March 25, 1857. May 28, 1857. 
Islesboro, April 3, 1857. Nov. 5, 1857 . 
West Appleton, Jan. 27,1857. May 5, 1858.§ 
Machias, April 8, 1858. Oct. 15, 1858. 
Fairfield, March 8, 1858. Jan. 1, 1859. 
Lincoln, Jnne 5, 1858. May 5, 1850. 
South Paris, June 18, 1858. May 0, 1869. 
Hartland, Sept. 13, 1858. May 5, 185u. 
Houlton, Nov. 18, 1858. May 5, 1859. 
Bethel, July 6, 1859. May 5, 1860. 
Patten, Aug. 24, 1859. May 3, 1860. 
Mount Vernon, Oct. 18, 1859. iMay 3, 1860. 

i
Bryant's Pond, Feb. 8, 1860. May 3, 1860. 
Turner" March 1, 1860. May 3, 1860. 
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102 Marsh River, 
103 Dresden, 
104 Dirigo, 
105 Ashlar, 
106 Tuscan, 
107 Day Spring, 
108 Relief, 
109 Mount Killeo, 
110 Monmouth, 
111 Liberty, 
112 ]<;astern .Frontier, 
113 Messalonskee, 
114 Polar Star, 
115 Moderation, 
116 Lebanon, 
117 Greenleaf, 
1 J 8 Drnmmonct, 
119 Pownal, 
120 Meduncook , 
121 Acacia, 
122 Marine, 
123 ITranklin, 
124 Olive Branch, 
125 Meridian, 
126 Timothy Chase, 
127 PI esumpscot, 
128 EggeDloggin, 
129 Quantabacook, 
130 Trinity, 
131 Lookout, 
132 Mount Tire'm, 
133 Asylum, 
134 Trojan, 
135 Riverside, 
136 Ionic, 
137 Kenduskeag, 
138 Lewy' s Island, 
139 Archon, 
140 Mount Desert, 
HI Augusta, 
142 Ocean, 
143 l'reble, 
144 Seaside, 
145 Moses Webster, 
146 Sebasticook, 
147 Evening Star, 
148 Forest, 
149 Doric, 
i 50 Rabboni, 
151 Excelsior, 
152 Crooked lUver, 
153 Delta , 
154 Mystic Tie, 
155 Ancient York, 
156 Wilton, 
157 Cam bridge, 
158 Anchor, 

LOCATION. 

I Brooks, 
Dresden, 
South China, 
Lewiston, 
Addison Point, 
West Newfield, 
Belgracte, 
Abbot, 
Monmouth, 
Liberty, 
Fort Fairfield , 
Oakland, 
Bath, 
West Buxton, 
Norridgewock, 
Cornish, 
Parsonsfield. 
Stockton, 
Friendship, 
Durham, 
Deer Isle , 
New Sharon, 
Charleston, 
P ittsfield, 
Belfast, 
Windham, 
Sedgwick, 
Searsmont, 
Presque Isle, 
Cutler, 
Waterford, 
Wayne, 
Troy, 
.Jefferson, 
Gardiner, 
Kenduskeag, 
Princeton, 
Dixmont, 
Mount Desert, 
Augusta, 
Wells, 
Sanford, 
Boothbay, 
Vinalhaven, 
ClintOJ!, . 
Buckfield, 
Springfield, 
Mon~on, 
Lewiston, 
Northport, 
Bolster's Mills, 
Lovell, 
Weld, 
Lisbon Falls, 
Wilton, 
Cambridge, 
South Bristol, 

I 
DATE O .P I DAT}'; 

PRECEnENCE. OF CHART EL 

Dec. 24, 1859. !May 9, 1861. 
Feb. 3 , 1860. May 9, 186 l. 
June 12, 1860. May 9, 1861. 
Nov. 5, 1860. May 9, 1861. 
Dec. 27, 1860. May 9, 186l. 
March 19, 1861. May 9, 1861. 
J an. 11, 186 l. May 8, 1 862.§ 
\1ay 10, 1861. May 8, 1862. 
May 21, 1861, May 8, 1862. 
Nov. 8, 186 1. May 8, 1862. 
May 8, 1862. May 7, 1863. 
May 15, 1862. May 7, 1803. 
March 7, 186;~ . May 7, 1863. 
March 18, 1863. May 7, 1863. 
April 30, 1863. May 7,1863. 
April 22, 1863. May 4, 1764. 
May 7, 1 86;~. May 4, 1864. 
July 4, 1863. May 6, 1875. t 
Feb. 6, 1864. May 4, 1864. t 
May 7, 1863. May 4, 1865. 
March 18, 1864. :\!lay 3, 18Hii. 
May 4, 1864. May 3, 18G5. 
May 4, 1864. May 3 , Hl65. 
June 7, 1864. May 3, 1865. 
Oct. 26, 18M. May 3, 1865. 
Nov. 19, 1864. May 3, 1866. 
March 1, 1865. May 3, 1866. 
March 28, 1865. May 3, 1866. 
July 17, 1865. May 3,1866. 
July 18, 1865. May 3, 1866. 
Oct. 18, 1865. May 3, 1866. 
July 20, 1865. May 9, 1867. 
F eb. 19, 1866. May 9, 1867.' 
March 13, 1866. May 8, 1867. 
April 24, 1866. May 9, 1867. t 
May 3, 18G6. May 8, 1867. 
May 3, 1866. May 8, 1867. 
Sept. 26, 1866. May 8, 1867. 
Feb. 14, 1867. May 8, 1867. 
March 21, 1867. May 8, 18m. 
March 22, 1867. May 7, 1868. 
May 9, 1867. May 7, 1868. 
Oct . 7, 1867. May 7, 1868. 
J an . 13, 1868. May 7, 1868. 
Feb. 3, 1868. May 7, 1868. 
Feb. 22, 1869. May 5, 1869. 
April 1, 1860. May 5, 1869. 
May 7, 1868. May 5, 1869. 
Dec. 28, 1868. May 5, 1869. 
March 1, 1869. May 5, 1869. 
April 15, 1869. May 5, 1870. 
May '5, 1869. May 4, 1870. 
June 8, 1869. May 4, 1870. 
IJ an. 1, 1870. May 4, 1870. 

I
J an. 31, 1870. May 4, 1870. 
May 5, 1870. May 4, 187 I. 
May 5, 1870 May 4, 1871. 
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199 Esoteric, Ellsworth, 
1 0 Parian, Corinna, 
161 Carrabassett, Canaan, 
162 Arion, Goonwin's Mills, 
16:3 Pleasant River, Il rown ville, 
164 Webster, Webster, 
165 Mol.unkus, Sherman Mills, 
1()6 Neguemkeag, Vassalborough, 
1(;7 Whitney, Canton, 
168 Composite, LaGrange, 
16!l Shepherd's River, Brownfield, 
170 Caribou, Caribou, 
171 Naskeag,' Brooklin, 
172 Pine Tree, Mattawamkeag, 
17;3 Pleiades, Millbridge, 
174 Lynde, Hermon, 
175 Baskahegan, Danforth, 
17G Palestine, Biddeford, 
177 Rising Star, Penobscot, 
178 Ancient Brothers', Auburn, 
179 Yorkshire, North Berwick, 
180 Hiram, Cape-Elizabeth, 
181 Reuel Washburn, I~ast Livermore, 
]8~ Granite, West Paris, 
183 Deering, Portland, 
184 Naval, Kittery, 
185 Bar Harbor, Bar Harbor, 
186 Warren Phillips, Cumberl'd Mills. 
187 Ira Berry, Bluehill, 
Hl8 Jonesport, Jonesport, 
189 Knox, 80. Thomaston, 
1110 Springvale, Springvale, 
1111 Davis, Strong, 
192 Winter Harbor, Winter Harbor, 
198 Washburn, Washburn, 
194 Euclid, Madison, 
]95 Heliance, Green's Landing, 
196 Bay View, East Boothbay, 
1\J7 Aroostook, Blaine, 
1118 St. Aspinquin, York, 
199 Bingham, Bingham, 
200 Columbia, Greenville, 
201 David A. Hooper, W. Sullivan, 
202 Mount Bigelow, Flagstaff, 
203 Mount Olivet, Washington, 

NOTE. S9 Mt. Hope, charter sp-rrendered 1879. 

90 Hiram Abiff, charter revoked 1868 . 

108 Relief, charter revoked 1894. 

220 l\1edul1cook, charter su.rrendered 1884_ 

])A'I'E OF 

PHECEDENCE. 

!sept. 3, 1870. 
Sept. 9, 1870. 
March 2, 1871. 
March 18, 187I. 
.July 28, 187I. 
.ruly 28, 1871. 
Aug. 26, 187I. 
Dec. 22, 187I. 
March 9, 1872. 
May 9, 1872. 
July 1, 1872. 
.July 27, 1872. 
Feb. 3, 187:3. 
Nov. 14, 1873. 
May 7, 11174. 
May 7, 1874. 
Dec. 3, 1874. 
May 5, 1875. 
.June 17,1875. 
June 21, ]875. 
lSept. 18, 1875. 
Nov. I, 1875. 
May 4, 187G. 
Sept. ] 6, 1878. 
April 2, 1879. 
May 8, 1879. 
April Ill, 1882. 
April 18, 1883. 
Nov. 12, 1883. 
May 8,1884. 
Sept. 6, 1884. 
May 7, 1885. 
May 7,1885. 
Aug. 12, 1887. 
Dec. 14, 1887. 
May 4, 1888. 
May Il, 1881l. 
Dec. 20, 1889. 
Dec. 17, 1890. 
July 22, 1892. 
Dec. 23, 1892. 
July 23, 1894. 
June 8, 1897. 
.June 19, 1897. 
Nov. 24, 18tH. 

134 Trojan, consolidated with Star in the West, No. 85, in 1888. 

136 Tonic, charter surrendered 1882. 

i76 Palestine, consolidated with Dunlap, No. 47, in 1895. 

M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
:yI 
1 

M 
M 

[May, 

DATE 
0>' CHAR'l'EU. 

ay 4, 1871. 
ay 9, 1872. 
ay 9, ]872. 
ay 9, 1872. 
ay 9, 1872. 
ay Il, lR72. 
ay 9, IH72. 
ay 9, ]872. 
ay 9, 1872. 
ay 8, 1878. 
ay 8, 1873. 
ay 8, J8i3. 
ay ~, ]878. 
ay 7, 1874. 
ay 7, 1874. 
ay 7, 1874. 
ay 20, 1875. 
ay 6, 1875." 
ay 4, 1876. 
ay 4, 1871l. 
ay 4, 187(;. 

M 

l\f"ay..4, ]876' 
ay 3, 1877.,. 
ay 8, 1879. 
ay 8, 1879. 
ay 6, 1880. 
ay 2, 1882. 
ay 3, 1883. 
ay 8, 1884. 
ay 8, 1884. 
ay 7, 1885. 
ay 6, 1886. 
ay (), 18~6. 
ay 3, 1888. 
ay 3, 1888. 
ay Il, 1889. 
ay 8, 1890. 
ay 8, 1890. 
ay 7, 1891. 
ay 4, 1898. 
ay 4, 1893. 
ay 7, 1896. 
ay 5, 1898. 
ay 6, 1898. 
ay 7, 1898. 

M 
M 
:\'[ 

M 
'.1: 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 
M 

I: 

lSI Reuel Washburn, consolidated with Oriental Star, No. 21,!n 1892. 

Lodges enrolled, 2G3 j extinct, 3 j working, 19S. 
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DISTRICT NO. I. 

District Deputy Grand Mas~er--CyRuS W. HIlNDRIX, Caribou. 

72 Pioneer, Ashland. 170 Caribou, Caribou. 
112 Eastern Frontier, Fort Fairjield. 193 Washburn, Washburn . 
130' Trinity, Presque Isle. 

DISTRICT NO.2. 

District Deputy Grand Master-ALFRED SMALL, Lubec. 

7 Eastern, Eastport. 
37 Washington, Lubec. 
46 St. Croix, Calais. 

78 Crescent, Pembroke. 
138 Lewy' s Island, Princeton. 

DISTRICT NO.3. 

District Deputy Grand Master-DAVID W. CAMPBELL, Cherryfield. 

2 Warren, East Machias. 
88 Narraguagus, Cherrufield. 
91 Harwood, Machias. 

106 Tuscan, Add'ison Point. 

131 Lookout, Cutler. 
173 Pleiades, Millbridge. 
188 Jonesport, Jonesport. 

DISTRICT NO.4. 

District Deputy Grand Master-THEoDORE A. SMITH, Sedgwick. 

4 Hancock, Castine. 
122 Marine, Deer Isle. 
128 Eggemoggin, Sedgwick. 
171 Naskeag, Brooklin. 

177 Rising Star, P enobscot. 
187 Ira Berry, Bluehill. 
1()5 Reliance, Green's Landing. 
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DISTRICT NO.5. 

District Deputy Grand Master-ALLEN P. CLARK, Foxcroft. 

39 Penobscot, Dexter. 149 Doric, Monzltn. 
44 Piscataquis, Milo. 163 Pleasant River, Brownville. 
52 Mosaic, Foxcroft . 168 Composite, La Grange. 

109 Mount Kineo, Guilford. 200 Columbia, Greenville. 
124 Olive Branch, Charleston . 

DISTRICT NO. 6 . 

District Deputy Grand Master-FRED C. BARTON, Bradley. 

10 Rising Virtue, Bangor. 
60 Star in the East, Oldtown. 
65 Mystic, Hampden. 
66 Mechanics', Orono. 
69 Howard, Winterport. 

83 St. Andrew's, Bangor. 
.87 Benevolent, Carmel. 
137 Kenduskeag, K endus~eag. 
174 Lynde, Hermon. 

DISTRICT NO.7. 

District Deputy Grand Master-ADELBERT MILLETT, Searsmont. 

45 Central, China. 111 Liberty, Liberty. 
58 Unity, Thorndike. 129 Quantabacook, Searsmont. 
85 Star in the West, rfnity. 146 Sebasticook, Clinton. 

102 Marsh River, Brooks. 

DISTRICT NO. 8 . 

District Deputy Grand Master-S. AUGUSTUS PARKER, Belfast. 

27 Phffinix, Belfast. 
62 King David's, Lincolnville. 
68 Mariners', Searsport. 
89 Island, Islesboro'. 

119 Pownal, Stockton. 
126 Timothy Chase, Belfast. 
151 Excelsior, Northport . 

DISTRICT NO.9. 

District Deputy Grand Master-FRANK A. PInERsoN, Rockland. 

6 Amity, Camden. 
15 Orient, Thomaston. 
16 St. George, Warren. 
:n Union, Union. 
50 A urora Rockland. 
79 Rockland, Rockland. 

82 St. Paul's, Rockport. 
84 Eureka, Tenant's Harbor. 

145 Moses Webster, Vinalhaven. 
184 Knox, South Thomaston. 
203 Mt. Olivet, Washington.. 
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DISTRICT NO. 10. 

Grand Master-JoHN R. McDOUGAL L, Boothbay Harbor. 

3 Lincoln, Wiscasset. 
43 Alna, Damariscotta. 
61 King Solomon's, Waldoboro. 
74 Bristol, Bristol. 

103 Dresden, Dresden. 

135 Riverside, East Jefferson. 
144 Seaside, Boothbay Harbor. 
158 Anchor, South Bristol. 
196 Bay View, East Boothbay. 

DISTRICT NO. II. 

District Deputy Grand Master-CHARLES B. ADAMS, Augusta. 

5 Kennebec, Hallowell. 
25 Temple, Winthrop. 
82 Hermon, Gardiner. 
35 Bethlehem, Augusta. 

41 Morning Star, Litchjield Corner. 
104 Dirigo, Weeks' Mills. 
110 Monmonth, Monmouth. 
141 Augusta, Augusta. 

DISTRICT NO. 12. 

District Deputy Grand Master-JAMES 1-1. WITHERELL, Oakland. 

33 Waterville, Waterville. 
48 Lafayette, Readfield. 
63 Rural, Sidney. 
64 Vassalboro', North Vassalboro. 

99 Vernon Valley, Mt. Vernon. 
118 Messalonskee, Oakland. 
133 Asylum, Wayne. 
166 Neguemkeag, Vassalboro'. 

DISTRICT NO. 13. 

District Depu~y Grand Master-GuANvILLE D. PERKINS, Madison. 

28 Northern Star, North Anson. 
34 Somerset, Skowhegan. 
80 Keystone, Solon. 
92 Siloam, Fairfield. 

116 Lebanon, N01·ridgewock. 
161 Carrabassett, Canaan. 
194 Euclia, Madison. 
199 Bingham, Bingham. 

DISTRICT NO. 14. 

District Deputy Grand Master-FREEMAN M. GRANT, Freeport. 

R United, Brunswick. 
14 Solar, Bath. 
23 Freeport, Freeport. 
,26 Village, Bowdoinham. 

22 G. L. 

63 IUchmond, Richmond. 
114 Polar Star, Bath. 
121 Acacia, Durham. 
155 Ancient York, L isbon Falls. 
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DISTRICT NO. 15. 

[May, 

District Deputy Grand Master-FRED ItA Y MONO, L ivermore Falls. 

20 Maine, Farmington. 
21 Oriental Star, Livermore Falls. 
67 Blue Mountain, Phill'ips. 

123 Franklin, New Sharon. 
154 Mystic Tie, Weld. 

156 Wil ton, Wilton. , 
Hi? Wh itney, Ganton. 
I()1 Dav is, Strmlg. 
202 Mount Bigelow, Flagsta.f}: 

OISTRICT NO. 16. 

D istrict Deputy Grand Master-JosEPH W. SIMPSON, ll umford Falls. 

IS Oxford, NQrway. 
30 Blaz ing Star, Rumford Falls. 
57 King Hiram, Dixfield. 
94 Paris, South Paris. 
n Bethel, Bethel. 

100 Jefferson, Bryant' s Pond. 
147 Evening Star, Buckfield. 
152 Crooked Hiver, Bolster' s Mills. 
182 Granite, 'West Paris. 

DISTRICT NO. 17. 

District Deputy Grand Master-ALlIEllT H. BUR IWUGIIS, Westbrook. 

1 Portland, Portland. 
17 A ncient Land-Mark, Portland, 
36 Casco, Yarmouth. 
38 Harmony, GOl·ham. 
70 Standish, Standish. 
81 Atlantic, Portland. 

86 Temple, Westbrook . 
127 Presumpscot, -North Win(lham. 
HlO Hiram , South Portland. 
183 Deer ing, Portland. 
186 Warren Phill ips, Cumb'd lrlills. 

DISTRICT NO. 18. 

District Deputy Grand Master-IsAAc F . JEWETT, Waterford. 

11 Pythagorean, Fryeburg. 
13 Oriental, Bridgton. 
56 Mount Moriah, Denmark. 

117 Greenleaf, Cornish. 

132 Mount T ir'em, Waterford. 
153 Delta, Lowell. 
169 Shepherd's R iver, Brownfield. 

DISTRICT. NO 19. 

District Deputy Grand Master-EvERETT M. STAPLES, Biddeford . 

9 Saco, Saco. 
22 York, Kennebunk. 
47 Dunlap, Biddeford. 
51 St. John's, South Berwick. 
76 Arundel, Kennebunkport. 

142 Ocean , Wells . 
162 Arion, Goodwin's lrlills. 
17() Yorkshire, North Berwick. 
184 Naval, K'ittery . 
198 St. Aspinquid, York Village. 
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DISTRICT NO. 20. 

Distri ~t Deputy Grand Master- P II II, IP J. MILLS, Lincoln. 

93 Horeb, Lincoln. 
148 :Forest, Springfield. 

172 Pine Tree, Mattawamkeag. 
175 Baskahegan, Danforth. 

DISTRICT NO. 21. 

Distr ict Deputy Grand Master-CUARLES F . PA INE, Bar Harbor. 

If) .Felicity, Bucksport. 
40 Lygonia, Ellsworth. 
71 Rising Sun, Orland. 
77 Tremont, Tremont. 

140 Mount Desert, Mount Desert. 

15() Esoteric, Ellsworth. 

185 Bar Harbor, Bar Ha1·bor. 
192 Winter Harbor, Winter IIaruor. 
201 David A . Hooper, West Sulli1!an. 

DISTRICT NO. 22. 

District Deputy Grand Master-MILTON L. MERRILL, St. Albans. 

49 Meridi,w Splendor, Newport. 
64 . Pacific, Exeter. 
75 Plymouth, Plymouth. 
95 Corinthian, Hartland. 

125 Meridian, Pitt~eld. 
139 Archon, East Dixmont. 
157 Cambridge, Cambridge. 
160 Parian, Cor'inna. 

DISTRICT NO. 23. 

District Deputy Grand Master-FRANK WILSON, Sanford. 

27 Adoniram, Limington. 
42 Freedom, Limerick. 
55 Fratel'llal, Alfred. 

107 Day Spring, West Newfield. 

115 Buxton, lVest Buxton. 
118 Drummond, Parsonsfield. 
148 Preble, Sanford. 

HJO Springvale, Spring1!ale. 

DISTRICT NO. 24. 

District Deputy Grand Master-GEOHGE H. GODING, Lewiston J nnction. 

12 Cumberland, New Glouceste1·. 
29 Tranquil , Auburn. 
73 Tyrian, Mechanic Falls. 

101 Nezinscot, Turner. 

105 Ashlar, Lewiston. 
150 Rabboni, Lewiston. 

1G4 Webster, Sabattus. 
] 78 Ancient Brothers', Auburn. 

DISTRICT NO. 25. 

District Deputy Grand Master-J. FUANK BRYSON, Houlton. 

96 Monument, lIoulton. 
08 l(atahdin, Patten. 

165 Molunkus, Sherman M'ills. 
197 Aroostook, Blaine. 
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PERMANENT .;J. MEMBERS. 

M. W. HIRAM CHASE, Belfast, P.G.M. 

JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND, Portland, 

WILLIAM P. PREBLE, New Brighton, N. V. , 

EDWARD P. BURNHAM, Saco, 

CHARLES I. COLLAMORE, Bangor, 

MARQUIS F. KING, Portland, 

WILLIAM R. G. ESTES, Skowhegan, 

FESSENDEN 1. DAY, Lewiston, 

FRANK E. SLEEPER, Sabattus, 

ALURO E. CHASE, Portland, 

HENRV R. TAYLOR, l\lachias, 

HORACE H . BURBANK, Saco, 

AUGUSTUS B. FARNHAM, ' Bangor, 

JOSEPH A. LOCKE, Portland, 

R. W. GUSTAVUS F, SARGENT, Boston, P. S. G. W. 

DAVID BUGBEE, Bangor, 

THADDEUS R. SIMONTON, Camden, 

SUMNER J . CHADBOURNE, Augusta, 

JOHN B. REDMAN, Ellsworth, 

JOSEPH M. HAVES, Bath, 

LEANDER M. KENN ISTON, Camden, 

MANLY G. TRASK, Bangor, 

DANIEL P. BOYNTON, ~lonmouthJ 

GEORGE R. SHAW, Portland, 

HERBERT HARRIS, East Machias, 

WINFIELD S. CHOATE, Augusta, 

ALBERT M. PENLEY, Auburn, 

ALFRED S. KIMBALL, Norway, 

ELMER P . SPOFFORD, Deer Isle, 

JOHN W. BALLOU, Bath, P. J. G. W. 

A. M. WETHERBEE, vVarren, 

EDWIN HOWARD VOSE, Calais, 

ARCHIE LEE TALBOT. Lewiston, 

GOODWIN R. WILEV, Bethel, 

AUGUSTUS BAILEY, Gardiner, 

BENJAMIN AMES, Thorndike, 

WILFORD J . FISHER, Eastport, 

SAMUEL G. DAVI S; Denmark, 

ALGERNON M. ROAK, Auburn. 

EDMUND B. MALLET, Freeport, 

SAMUEL L. MILLER; Waldoboro, 

HOWARD D. SM ITH, Norway, 

WM. FREEMAN LORD, Auburn, 

GUST A VUS H. CARG ILL, Liberty, 

MOSES TAIT, Calais, 

BENJAMIN L. H ADLEY, Bar Harbor, 

ENOCH O. GREENLEAF', l<~aTmington, 

MILLARD M. CASWELL, Bridgton, 
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PERMANENT . flEMBERS . DECEASED. 

M. W. WILLIAM KING, 

S IMON GREENLEAF, 

W ILLIAM SWAN, 

CHARLES FOX, 

P.G. M. 

SAMUEL FESSENDEN, 

ROBERT P. DUNLAP, 

NATHANIEL COFFIN, 

REUEL WASHBURN, 

ABNER B. THOMPSON, 

HEZEKIAH WILLIAMS, " 

THOMAS W. SMITH, 

JOHN T. PAINE, 

ALEX'R H. PUTNEY, 

JOSEPH c. STEVENS, 

JOHN C. HUMPHREVS, 

FREEMAN BRADFORD, " 

TIMOTHY CHASE, 

JOHN M ILLER, 

JABEZ TRUE, 

T IMOTHY J. MURRAY, 

JOHN H. LVNDE, 

DAVID CARGTLL, 

ALBERT MOORE, 

R. W. PELEG SPRAGUE, P. D. G. M 

AMOS NOURSE, 

DAVlD C. MAGOUN, 

ASAPH R. NICHOLS, 

JAMES M. CHILD, 

ELISHA HARDING, 

R. W. SAM. L. V ALENTlNE, P. D. G. M. 

JOHN ]. BELL, 

GEORGE THACHER, P. S. G. W. 

JOHN L. MEGQUlER, 

JOEL MILLER, 

EZRA B. FRENCH, 

WILLIAM ALLEN, 

ISAAC DOWNING, 

EDMUND B. H I NKLEY, " 

F. LORING TALBOT, 

WILLIAM O. POOR, 

ARLlNGT'NB.MARSTON, " 

WTLLIAM H. SM ITH, 

J . W. MITCHELL, P . J. G. W. 

REUBEN NASON, 

FRYE HALL, 

STEPHEN WEBBER, 

W ILLIAM SOMERBY, 

THOMAS B. JOHNSTON, " 

WILLIAM KIMBALL, 

JOHN WILLIAMS, 

STEPHEN B. DOCKHAM, " 

OLIVER GERRISH, 

JOSEPH COVELL, 

FRANCIS J. DAY, 

THOMAS K. OSGOOD, 

HENRY H. DICKEY, 

CHARLES W. HANEY, 
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M. W. WINFIELD S. CHOATE, 

R. W . ALFRED S. KIMBALL, 

WILLIAM ]. BURNHAJ\I, 

FRANKLIN R. REDLON, 

:MARQ UI S F . KING, 

S TEPHEN BERRY, 

CHARLES D. SM ITH, 

CYRUS \V. HE NDR I X, 

ALFRED Sl\lALL, 

DAVI D W. CAM P BELL, 

THEODORE A. SMITH, 

ALLEN P. CLARK: 

FRED C. BA RTON, 

ADELBERT l\irr.LETT, 

S. AUGUSTU S PARKER, 

FRANK A. PETERSON, 

101-IN R . MCDOUGAT~L, 

CHARLES B. ADAJ\I S, 

J AMES H. \VITI-I ERELL, 

GRANVILLE D. PERKI N!"i, 

FREEMAN 1\1. GRANT, 

FRED RAYMOND, 

J OSEPH W. SI l\IPSON, 

ALBERT H . TIU UROUG H S, 

I SAAC F. JEWETT, 

E VERETT 1\1 . STAPLES, 

PHILIP ]. MILLS, 

CHAInES F. PAIN E, 

. MILTON L. MERRILL, 

FRANK \Vn.SON, 

GEORGE H. GOD I NG, 

J. FRANK BRYSON, 

W.& Rev. EU.IER F. P El'IIBER, 

J O HN GIBSON, 

GEORGE M. H OW E, 

GEORGE F. DEGAN, 

w. 

M.W. 
W . 

J OSEPH B. SHEPHERD, 

ALBERT T. l\1URPH Y, 

ERMON D . EA S TMA N, 

CHARLES W . CROSBY, 

\VILLlA r.l A. R E MI CK, 

J AMES E. KI NGS LEY, 

R O BERT W. CARR, 

ALBERT M. AMES, 

WILLIAM N. HOWE, 

LEVI E . J ONES, 

WILLI AM O. Fox, 
\VILLIAM L. POWERS, 

FRA N K E. SLEEPEl~, 
\VALTE R S. SMlTH, 

WAI~RRN O. CARNEV, 

Gralld Master, 
Deputy Gralld flIaster, 
SCll ior Grand Wardell J 

Junior Gralld Wardell, 
Grand Treasurer, 
Grand Secr etary, 

Cor. Grand Secretary, 
D. D. C. lII. IS! Dis!., 

2d 

3d 

4t1t " 

5th " 
6tft " 

7t /z " 
8tft " 
9tft II 

lotft " 
IItlt " 

12th " 
13tft " 
141ft (/ 

15th " 
I6tlt (( 

17tft (j 

I 8tft (j 

J()llz " 
20tfz <t 

21st " 
22d 

23d 
24tlz " 

25tlt " 

Grand Chapla in, 

Afarsha/, 

Sell£or Deacon, 

Augusta. 
Norway. 
Lewisto n . 
P ortland. 
])ortlancl. 

Por:land. 
Portland. 
Caribou. 
Lubec. 
Cherryfield . 

"edgwick. 
Foxcroft. 
Bradley. 
Sears mon t. 
Belfast. 
Rockland. 

Boo~hbay Harbor. 
Aug usta. 
Oakland . 
lVTadisoll. 
Freeport. 
l.ivermo re Falls. 
Rumford Falls. 
\Vestbrook. 
\Vaterford. 

Biddeford . 
Lincoln. 
Har Harbor. 
St. Albans . 
Sanford. 
J ,ewisto l1 ] uTl ct ion. 
Houlton. 
Hangor. 
Cape Elizaheth . 
] ,ewiston . 

A ugusta. 

'Portland. 
Augusta. 

Portland . 
Junior ]Jeacon, Kent's Hill. 
Stf!1.tJard, Bucksport. 

Aug usta. 
Bowdoinham . 
Stockton Springs. 

S1(Jord Bearer, Portland. 
Standard B earer , Winthrop. 
Purs1li'lJa1lt, 'Portland. 

Lecturer, 
Orgallist. 

Tyler, 

Gardiner. 

Sabattus. 
Portland. 
Portland . 



Grand L odge of Maine. 

1Lfsf of $uborbfnate 1Lobges, 

WITH THEIR . PRINCIPAL . OFFICERS, 

AS RETURNED MARCH 1, 1899. 

Acacia, 121, Durham. Marcus W. Eveleth, M; William D. Trufant, sw; 

William W. Brown, Hi; Everett L. Macomber, s. Meeting Tuesday 
on or before full moon; election, December. 14 

Adoniram, 27, Limington. Charles L. Cousins, AI ; Ivory Smith, SW; Ben

jamin Small, JW ; Hardy P. McKenney, s. Meeting Tuesday on or 
before full moon; election, December. 28 

Alna, 43, Damariscotta. Frank L. Smithwick, M; George H. Larrabee, sw; 

Rupert B. Mathews, JW ; Edward E. Philbrook, s. Meeting Wednes-
day on or before full moon; election, December. 10 

Amity, G, Camden. Alfred F. Beverage, M; Edward D. Harrington, sw; 

Samuel W. Coombs, JW ; Charles A. Wilson, s. 

before full moon; elec tion, October. 

Meeting Friday on or 

9 
Anchor, 158, South Bristol. John F. J<'rench, AI; John F. Hysom, sw; 

Eiiphalet T . Farrar, .nv; Walter H. McFarland, s. Meeting Wed nes-

day on or before full moon; election, December. 10 

Anciellt Brothers', 178, Auburn . William E. Cutler, AI; John R. Webber, 
sw; J ohn G. McMurray, JW; Forest E . Ludden, s. Meeting Monday 

on or after full moon; election, October. 24 

Ancient Landmark, 17, Portland. George H. Owen, AI; Winslow E. How

-eli, sw; Charles F. Tohie, .JW; John S. Russell, s. Meeting first Wed-

nesday; election, December. 17 
Ancient York, 155, Lisbon Falls. I-larry E. Plummer, M; Harry Doughty, 

sw; Irving L. l'hilbrook, J\\' ; William Parkin, s. 

or before full moon; election, September. 

Meeting Monday ou 

14 

Archon, 139, East Dixmont. C. Hale Thurlough, Monroe, AI ; Fred L . O. 
Hussey, sw; Fred M. Johnston, JW; Benjamin F. Porter, s. 

Thursday on or before full moon; election, October. 

Meeting 
22 
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Arion, 102, Goodwin's Mills. Henry P. Moody, M; J. Howard Hanson, SW; 

Ivory W. Murphy, JW; Cyrus K. Littlefield, s. Meeting Thursday on 
or before full moon; election, November. 19 

Aroostook, 197, Blaine. Frank A. Luce, M; Wm. A. Beals, sw; Nelson E. 

Dorrity, JW; John M. Hamsey, s. Meeting Saturday on or aftcr full 
moon; election, December. 25 

Arundel, 76, Kennebunkport. George H. Bourne, M; Charles S. Gilman, 
sw; W. Francis Goodwin, JW; Fordyce B. Perkins, s. Meeting Tues-
day on or before full moon; election, February. 19 

Ashlar, 105, Lewiston. Edwin S. Stetson, M; Lewis V. Winship, SW; Ro
land L. Woodbury, JW; Fred I. Morrell, s. Meeting Monday on or 
before full moon; election, January. 24 

Asylum, 133, Wayne. Frederick L. Cheney, M; J. Frank Gordon, sw; 
Luther M. Norris, J \\' ; B. Frank Bradford, s. Meeting Tuesday before 
full moon; elect ion , September. 12 

Atlantic 81, Portland. James E. Leighton, M; Fred H. Cobb, sw; Elihu 
H. Rice, JW; Daniel W. Fox, s. Meeting third Wednesday; election, 
Decem ber. 17 

Augusta, 141, Augusta. Claude W. Townsend, "; Charles W. Fletcher, 
SW; Charles W. Stockman, JWj Fremont J. C. Little, s. Meeting first 
Tuesday; election, January. 11 

Aurora, 50, Hockland. Clarence C. Cross, "; Albert H. Newbert, sw j 
\Varren L. Rhodes, JW; Lorenzo S. Robinson, s. 
day; electicn, January. 

Meeting first Wednes-
9 

Bar Harbor, 185, Bar Harbor. Luther A. Leach, M; Samuel J. Clement., 
SWj Winslow E. Brann, JW; Benjamin L. Hadley, s. Meeting third 
Thursday; election, December. 21 

Baskahegan, 175, Danforth. Leo H. Tuck, M; Martin Farriday, sw; C. ¥. 
Bither, JW; David C. Parker, s. Meeting Saturday on or before full 
moon; election, August. 20 

Bay View, 196, East Boothbay. f'. Tyler Hodgdon, M; Frank Seavey, SW; 

George W. Gatchell, JW; Victor K. Montgomery, s. Meeting Thurs-
day, on or before full moon; election, Dccember. 10 

Benevolent, 87, Carmel. John E. Winslow, M; Albert M. Day, sw; Chas. 
H. Blagden, JW; Camillus K. Johnson, s. Meeting Wednesday week 
of full moon; election, December 27th . 6 

Rethel, 97, Bethel. Curtis E. Abbott, M; Newton E. Richardson, SW; Ar
thur V. Barker, JW; .Jarvis C. Billings, s. Meeting second Thursday; 
election, November. 16 

Be1:hlehem, 35, Augusta. Thomas H. Bodge, M; James E . Kingsley, sw; 
Waterman N. Redmond, JWj James E. Blanchard, 8. Meeting first 
Monday; election, November. 11 
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Bingham, 199, Bingham. Edwin O. 
David G. Bean, JW; George C. 
before full moon; election, June. 

Vittum, M; Samuel A. Smith, SW; 

Eames, s. Meeting Saturday on or 
13 

Blazing Star, 30, Rumford Falls. R. Brookes Straton,'M; John J. Calhoun, 
SW; Virgil A. Linnell, JW; Fred A . . Porter, s. 
on or before full moon; election, October. 

Meeting Wednesday 
16 

Blue Mountain, 67, Phillips. Mason Parker, M; Daniel F. Field, sw; Bur
ton A. Davenport, JW; .Daniel L. Dennison, s. Meeting Wednesday 
week of full moon; election, September. 15 

Bristol, 74, Bristol Mills. Albert H. Hunter, M; Carl Z. Bailey,.sw; Artel\ 
Russell, JW; Edwin J. Ervine, s. Meeting Monday on or before full 
moou; election, December. 10 

Buxton, lIn, West Buxton. John H. Severance, M; Johu Meserve, sw; 
Howard M. Davis, JW; Cyril P. Harmon, s. Meeting Monday evening 
on or before full moon; election, January. 23 

Cambridge, 157, Cambridge. Walter H. Ring, M; Melvin W. Knowles, SW; 

.J. C. Morrill, J\V; J. B. LaBree, s. Meeting Tuesday on or before 
full moon; election, December. 22 

Caribou, 170, Caribou. C. B. Margesson, M; Albert J. Taylor, sw; A. 
A. Garden, JW; Charles G. Littlefield, s. Meeting first Thursday; 

election, December. 1 
Carrabassett, 161, Canaan. Walter H. Smith, M; Alpheus Nason, SW; Abel 

P. Gleason, JW; Harry B. Harris, s. Meeting Tuesday on or before full 
moon; election, first Tuesday in October. 13 

Casco, 36, Yarmouth. David H. Bennett, M; Prank W. Bncknam, sw; Ed
win M. White, JW; Monroe Stoddard, s. Meeting first Tuesday; elec-
tion, October. 17 

Central,45, China. Gutavus J. Nelson, ~I; Everett B. Besse, sw; George 
L. Gilman, JW; Willis W. Washburn, s. Meeting Wednesday on or 
before full moon; election, September. 7 

Columbia, 200, Greenville. Lindley H. Folsom, M; Charles H. Saw
yer, SW; George W. Brown, JW; Charles D. Shaw, s. Meeting Tues-
day on or before full moon; election, December. 5 

Composite, 168, LaGrange. Harry A. Powles, M; Perley E. Speed s \\"; 
Herbert J. Bantan, .JW; Andrew H. Dyer, s. Meeting, Saturday, on 
or before full moon; election, October. 5 

Corinthian, 95, Hartland, Edwin G. Varney, M; L. H. Blanchard, SW; 

Fred Lucas, ,nv; Thomas A. Linn, s. Meeting Wednesday on or be-
fore full moon; election, August. 22 

Crescent, 78, Pembroke. Aurelius C. Brown, M; Alvra W. Leighton, SW; 

Herbert H. Best, JW; George W. Allan s. Meeting first Wednesday; 
election, December. 2 
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Crooked River, 152, Bolster's Mills. Albion M. Hancock, M; Adna D. 
Pike, sw; James M. Meserve, JW; Leander Dorman, s. 
Thursday on or before full moon; election, November. 

Meeting 

16 
Cumberland, 12, New Gloucester. Henry W. Loring, West Pownal, M; 

Frank W. Winter, Upper GlouceRter, sw; Newell P. Haskell, JW; Geo. 
Goding, Lewiston .Junction, s. Meeting Saturday before full moon; 
election, November. 24 

David A. Hooper, 201, West Sullivan. Edwin 1<'. Clapbam, M; Gilbert F. 
Hooper, sw; Ernest C. Gordon, JW; Howard H. Havey, s. Meeting 

first Saturday; election, December. 21 
D'avis, un, Strong. Charles B. Richardson, At; Oscar Sweet, SW; Henry 

P. Churchill, JW; Edward H. Vaughan, s. Meeting Friday evening of 
week in which moon is full; electiou, September. 15 

Day Spring, 107, Wcst Newfield. Ai Q. Mitchell, M; Everett E. Ham, sw; 

George H. Straw, JW; George O. Hannaford, s. Meeting Wednesday 
on or before full moon; elect ion, September. 23 

Deering, 183, Portland. Ernest L. Watkins, M; Walter S. Colem:tn, sw; 
Silas B. Adams, JW; Francis Eo Chase, Wood fords, s. Meeting second 

Monday; election, F ebruary. 17 
Delta, 153, Lovell. George W. Walker, M; James H. Walker, sw; George 

Marston, JW; Edward L. Bell, s. Meeting second Thursday; election, 
December. 18 

Dirigo, 104, Weeks' Mills. William S. Jones, M; .Tohn A. Peva, sw; Eugene 
C. Rowe, JW ; Orrin F. Sproul, s. Meeting Monday on or before full 

moon; election, September. 11 
Doric, 149, Monson. Walter C. Jackson, At; Edward P. Blanchard, sw; 

William A. Mills, JW; Edwin R. Haynes, s. Meeting Monday on or 

after full moon; election, December. 5 
Dresden, 103, Dresden Mills. Wilbur F . Cate, M; Linwood H. D OlT, SW; 

John S. Snow, JW; Nathan iel F. Leeman, s. Meeti ng Wednesday ou 
or before full moon; election, October. 10 

Drummond, ll8, Parsonsfield. Stephen E. Towle, M; Willie F . Edwards, 
sw; George G. Edwards, JW; Albert l~. Leavitt, s. Meeting Thursrlay 
on or before full moon; elec tion, September. 2:3 

Dunlap, 47, Biddeford. Lytton E. Staples, ~I ; John F . Burnham, S,,'; 

James H. Bradbury, JII' ; Nahum S. Drown, s, (box 205). Meeting 
first Monday; election, December. HJ 

Eastern, 7, Eastport. Walter :F. Bradish, Mj Warren S. ](ane, sw; Walter 
J. Gannett, JII'; Wheeler n. Hawkes, s. Meeting first Monday; elec-
tion, December 27th. 2 

Eastern Frontier, 112, Fort Fairfield. Herbert W. Trafton, M; Chandler 
C. Harvey, S lY; Charles H. Stevens, JW; Henry W. Perry, s. Meeting 
Wednesday on or before full moon; election, December. 1 
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Eggemoggin, 128, Sedgwick. Henry L. Morgan, M; Henry A. Small, sw; 
Henry F. Smith, JW; Orrill P. Carter, s. Meeting second Monday; elec-

UOO,JM=~ 4 
Esoteric, 159, Ellsworth. Edgar P. Kelley, M; Albert K. Cushman, SW; 

Herman E. Hill, .IIV; Thomas E. Hale, s. Meeting first Thursday; 
election, Januat'y. 21 

Euclid, 194, Madison. Orner D. Eames, M; Leonard O. Paine, sw; Sam
uel E. Remick, JW; Irvin L. Russell, s. Meeting first Monday; elec-
tion, September. 13 

Eureka, 84, Tenant's Harbor. James M. Smith, hi; Fred O. Bartlett, sw; 
Albion H. Andrews, JW; Henry F. Kalloch, s. Meeting first Thursday; 
elec tion, January. 9 

Evening Star, 147, Buckfield. Aug. F. Cloutier, M; Washington Heald, 
SW; Horace A. Murch, JW; Alfred Cole, s. Meeting Monday on or 
before full moon; election, September. 16 

Excelsior, 151, Northport. Isaac Hills, M; Martin G. Black, sw; Mark D. 
Mendal, .J\V; Fred B. Glidden, s. Meeting Wednesday nearest full 
moon; election, December. 8 

Felicity,19, Bucksport. William A. Remick, M; Howard F. Gilley, sw; 
Nash McKay, .J\V Sewall L. Heywood, s. Meeting- first Monday; elec-

. tion, December. 21 
Forest, 148, Springfield. Charles D. Chase, M; Herbert E. l\furdock, sw; 

Hiram E. Stevens, .IW ; Lysander W. Trask, s. Meeting Saturday on 
or before full moon; election, September. 20 

Franklin, 123, New Sharon. Jabez S. Mooers, M; Benj. F. Makepeace, SW; 
Manley H. Blaisdell, .JW; .James H. Howes, s. Meeting Friday on or 
before full moon; election, September. 15 

Fraternal, 55, Alfred. James F. Littlefield, ~I; John S. Derby, sw; Charles 
E. Lander, .JW ; John M. Akers, s. 
fnll moon; election, November. 

Meeting Wednesday on or before 
23 

Freedom, 42, Limerick. John P. Fogg, hi; Autine S. Sawyer, sw; Edwin 
Cobb, JW; Fred W. Libby, s. Meeting Wednesday on or before full 
moon; election, December. 23 

Freeport, 23, Freeport. Charles W. Bennett, hi; Benjamin Coffin, SW; 
Timothy Pratt, JW; Winthrop C. Fogg, s. Meeting Monday on or 
before full moon; election, December. 14 

Granite, 182, West Paris. Benton L. Swift, M; Will. C. Stearns, sW; Chas. 
F. Barden, JW; Peter C. :Fickett, s. 
fu ll moon; election, November. 

Meeting Wednesday on or before 
16 

Greeuleaf, 117, Cornish. Ezra B. Pike, hi; Stephen Rounds, sw; William 
O. Porter, JW; George H. Parker, s. Meeting Friday on or before full 
moon; election, December. 18 
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Hancock, 4, Castine. John F. Rea, M; J. Walter Weeks, sw; William A' 
Walker, JW; Charles H. Hooper, s. Meeting first Thursday; elec-
tion, December. 4 

Harmony, 38, Gorham. Moses K Little, AI; Chas. K Cobb, sw; Mel ville 

W. Cressey, JW; William P. F. Robie, s. 
preceding full moon; election, December. 

Harwood, 91, Machias. Willis H. Allen, M; 

S. Heaton, JW; Carl M. Hutchinson, s. 
tion, December 27th. 

Meeting Wednesday on or 
17 

Loring 13. Wilder, sw; Isaac 
Meeting first Monday; elec-

3 
Hermon, 32, Gardiner. William L. Powers, AI; Fred D. Loring, sw; Henry 

A. \Vood, JW; James M. Larrabee, s. Meeting first Tuesday; elec-
11 

Albert A. Cole, M; Frank 1. Brown, sw; 
tion, January. 

Hiram, 180" South Portland. 
Edwin E. Heckbert, JW; Stephen Scamman, Knightville, s. Meeting 
Tuesday on or before full moon; election, November. 17 

Horeb,93, Lincoln. Wallace C. Thibodeau, M; Frank R. ~Linton, SW; 

Daniel W. Ballantyne, JW; Charles F. Plumly, s. Meeting Tuesday 
on or before full moon; election, first Monday in December. 20 

Howard, 69, Winterport. Edwin Flemant, M; Joseph L. Eldridge, SW; 

Minot S. Lowe, JW; John H. Baker, s. Meeting Friday on or be-
fore full mooB; election, December. 6 

Ira Berry, 187, Bluehill. IthamarK Stanley, AI; Otis Littlefield, sw; Thos. 
Grieve, JW; Frank A. Davis, s. Meeting third Monday; election, De-
cember. 4 

Island, 89, Islesboro'. Joseph A. Sprague, AI; Edward S. Preble, sw; 
William F. Keller, JW; Thomas R. Williams, s. Meeting Thursday 
on or before full moon; election, February. 8 

Jefferson, 100, Bryant's Pond. James L. Bowker M; James M. Day, sw; 
Charles H. Berry, JW; Alden Chase, s. Meeting Tuesday on or be-
fore full moon; election, September. 16 

Jonesport, 188, Jonesport. Arthur L. Whiting, AI; Samuel B. Cummings, 
sw; Ralph T. Crowley, JW; Clifton M. Rogers S; Meeting first Tues-
day; election, January. 3 

Katahdin, 98, Patten. John Jackmau, M; Alonzo A. Porter, sw; Ferdie 
G. Huston, JW; Lorin B. Huston, s Meeting Thursday on or preced-
ing full moon; election, December. 25 

Kenduskeag, 137, Kenduskeag. F. Ernest Harvey, m; Daniel W. Park
hurst, 8W; Albert L. Spratt, JW; John H. Everett, s. Meeting Wed-
nesday on or before full moon; election, December. 6 

Kennebec, 5, Hallowell. John M. Robinson, M; Fitz Morris Fish, sw; Her
bert C. Barrell, JW; Jas. J. Jones, s. Meeting Wednesday on or be-
fore full moon; election, November. 11 
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Keystone, 80, Solon. Wright S. Cram, At; Jonah G. Spaulding, sw; Wil
liam W. Jackman, JW; Perry S. Longley, s. Meeting Wednesday on 
oIlr before full moon; election, third Wednesday of October. 13 

King David's, 62, Lincolnville. Alton E. Andrews, M; Oliver E. Keene, 
sw; Wilder P. Drinkwater, JW; Edward M. Coleman, s. Meeting 
Tuesday evening nearest full moon; election, December. 8 

King Hiram, 57, Dixfield. George D. Kidder, At; George W. Dockham, 
sw; Emerson W. Murch, JW; Charles L. Dillingham, s. Meeting 
Tuesday on or after full moon; election, October. 16 

King Solomon's, 61, Waldoboro. George L. Welt, M; John M. Richards, 
sw; Jefferson P. Vannah, JW; Clinton B. Stahl, s. Meeting Friday 
on or before fnll moon; election, December. 10 

Knox, 189, Sonth Thomaston. Milton E. Bassick, M; Alden W. Butler, 
sw; A rthur Pierce, JW; J. M. Bartlett, s. 
election, January. 

Meeting first Saturday; 
9 

Lafayette, 48, Reaufield. Sewall J. Hawes, AI; 

worth E. Peacock, JW; Ernest A. Morgan, s. 
Elliott J. Beal, sw; E1s

Meeting first Saturday; 
12 

George O. Carr, M; Corydon E. Veasie, 
election, February. 

Lebanon, 116, South Norridewock. 
SW; Eben S. Miller, JW; Charles A. Ward, s. Meeting Saturday on 
or before fnll moon; election, September. 13 

Lewy's Island, 138, Princeton. Leander R. Horsman, At; Theo. Morrison, 
sw; :Fred A. Johnson. JW; Samuel O. Hoar, s. Meeting first Wednes-
day; election, December, St. John's Day. 2 

Liberty, Ill, Liberty. Oren W. IUpley, South Montville, At; Winfield W. 
Lunt, Montville, sw; Percy Leman, Libertyville, JW; Ambrose P. Car
gill, s. Meeting Saturday on or before full moon; election, September. 

7 
Lincoln, 3. Wiscasset. Clarence A. Peaslee, At; John E. Dickinson, sw; 

Charles M. Leavitt, JW; William D. Patterson, s. Meeting Thursday" 
on or before full mOOD; election, December. 10 

Lookout, 131, Cutler . . Forest S. Stevens, At; Hermetre U. Davis, sw; Geo. 
O. Davis JW; Lucius Davis, s. Meeting Monday on or before full 
moon; election , January. 3 

Lygonia, 40, Ellsworth. Elvert E. Parker, At; Howard W. Dunn, sw; 
Thomas L. Abbott, JW; James E. Parsons, s. Meeting first Wednes-
day; election, January. 21 

Lynde, 174, Hermon. George E. Barnes, At; Frank H. Jewell, sw; San
ford A. Smith, JW; J. Mellen Taylor, s. Meeting Saturday on or be-
fore full moon; election, December. 6 

Maine, 20, lfarmington. George C. Purington, At; William M. Pratt, sw; 
Newell H. Knowlton, JW; Frank W. Butler, s. -Meeting Monday in 
week of fnll moon; election, October. 15 
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Marine, ]22, Deer Isle. Frank A. Gross, AI; Eugene A. Gren, sw ; Hudson 

H. Pressey, JW; Moses S. Joyce, s. Meeting first Tuesday; election, 

,January. 4 

Mariner's,68, Searsport. Clifton Whittemore, M; Edwin A.-Sargent, sw; 

Fred M. Perkins, JW; Charles E. Adams, s. Meeting Tuesday on or 

before full moon; election, January. 8 

Marsh River, 102, Brooks. Forrest K. Roberts, M; Isaac Leathers, sw; 

Charles H. Irving, JW; Elmer G. Roberts, s. Meeting Wednesday 011 

or before full moon; election, December. 7 
Mechanics', 66, Orono. Robert M. Hutchinson, M; Alison A. Powers, sw ; 

Nathan C. Grover, JW; Albert J. Durgin, s. Meeting first Wednes-

day; ejection, December 27th. 6 

Meridian, 125, Pittsfield, Orin E. Libby, M; Orville 1-1. Drake, sw; A. 

Lincoln Maxfield, JW; Leon L. Libby, s. Meeting Friday evening on 

or before full moon; election, January. 22 

Meridian Splendor, 49, Newport. A. Leslie Oakes, .M; Wilson 1\1. Stewart, 

Sw; Frank W. Mathews, JW; Charles E. Smith, s. Meeting Thursday 
on or before full moon; election, December. 22 

Messalonskee, 113, Oakland. Charles A. Ridley, M; Frank E. Burrill, Sw; 

Thomas Walker, JW; Orestes E. Crowell, s. Meeting on the first Sat-

12 

Freeman C. Harris, M; Daniel H. Perry, 
urday; election, December. 

Molunkus, 165, Sherman Mills. 

sw; Thomas T. Skidmore, JW; John Gosnell, s. Meeting Tuesday on 

or before fnll moon; election, October. 25 

Monmouth, 110, Monmouth. John M. Prescott, M; Horace S. Bent, sw; 

Fred K. Blake, JW; Harry E. Merrill, s. Meeting Saturday on or be-

fore full moon; election, September. 11 
Monument, 96, Houlton. Charles H. Fogg, M; William W. McDonald, sw; 

Harry M. Cates, JW; Chas. E. F. Stetson, s. Meeting second Wednes-

day; election, September. 25 

Morning Star, 41, Litchfield Corners. William E. Tarr, ~I; Thomas T. J en-

kins, sw; Geo. E . Ring, JW; Irving W. Gilbert, s. 

on or before full moon; election, September. 

Mosaic, 52, Foxcroft. Wm. C. Woodbury, AI; William 

Ralph W. Hughes, J\V; James T. Roberts, Dover, s. 

Meeting Tuesday 

11 

M. Steward, sw; 

Meeting Thurs-

day on or before full moon; election, December. 5 

Moses Webster, 145, Vinalhaven. James H. Paterson, AI; Herbert W. l!'i

field, sw; Freeman L. Roberts, JW; Winfield S. Carver, s. Meeting 

second Tuesday; election, November. D 
Mount Bigelow, 202, Flagstaff. David A. Butler, M; Walter E. Hinds, sw; 

Grant Fuller, JW; Carlton W. Savage, s. Meeting second Saturday; 

election, September. 15 
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Mount Desert, 140, Mount D esert. Melville L. Allen, Mj Clifford B. Rich

ardson, SWj J ohn A. Somes, JWj Lyman H . Somes, s. Meeting Satur-

day on or before full moonj election, January. 21 

Mount Kineo, 10D, Guilford. Alexander F. Edes, " j Fred Mellor, SWj 

George L . Ba rrows, JWj D av id Pearson, s. Meeting S,lturday on or 

before full moonj election, December. 5 

Moun t Moriah, 56, Denmark. Ernest S. Gilman, AI j Lmher Trumbull, 

SWj F red Sanborn, .J Wj Sidney T. Brown, s. Meeting W ednesday on 

or before full moon; election, December. 18 

Mount Olivet, 203, Washington . Lindley M. Staples, AI j Thomas Sllke

forth, sw; Willis E. Deering, J Wj William M. Staples, s. Meeting 

:Friday on or before full moonj elec tion, September. 9 
Mount Tir'em, 132, Wa terford. Warren V. Kneeland , Alj Francis S. Pack

ard, SWj J. Melvin Ba rtlett, JWj Isaac F . Jewett, s. Meeting Tuesday 

on or before full moon j election, December. 18 

My stic, 65, Hampden. Charles W. Page, Alj Sumner D. Greeley, SWj Fred 

A. Cole, JW j William H. Tribou, s. Meeting Saturday on or before 

full mOOBj elec tion, December. 6 

Mystic Tie, 154, Weld. Cleft Maxwell, ~[; Orletus Phillips, SWj Nathan G. 

':Foster, JWj Lyman L. J ones, s. Meeting Tuesday of the week of fu ll 

moon j election, D ecember. 15 

Narraguagus, 88, Cherryfield. Arthur H. Bartlett, Al j Phineas B . Guptill, 

sw; Edward C. Davis, JW; George G. :Freeman, s. Meeting Tu esday 

on or before the full moon j election, January. 3 

Naskeag, 171, Brooklin. Stephen E . McFarland, AI; John J. McDon alrl, 

SWj Adelbert r . Kane, JW; Henry S. Kane, s . Meeting first Wednes-

daYj election, January. 4 

Naval, 184, Kitte ry. C. Clifford Muchmore, Alj Henry I. Durg in , sw; Frank 

T. Clarkson, JW; Levi L. Good rich, s. 

before full moon j election, July. 

Meeting Wednesday on or 

19 
Neguemkeag, 106, Vassalboro. Willis B. Crosby, Al j George D. Cook, SWj 

George S. Perkins, JW; D aniel R ollins, Riverside, s. 

day on or before full moon j election, September. 

Meeting Thurs-

12 
Nezinscot, 101, Turner. Harry W. Burdin, M j E. Herbert Cole, sw j Oliver 

A. Sprague, JW; Seth D . Andrews, s. Meeting Saturday on or before 

full moon j election, June. 24 

Northern Star, 28, North Anson. George L. Hovey , AI j James I-I. Stevens, 

sw j Herbert H. Marston, JW j Wilbur C. Simmons, s. Meeting Tues-

day on or next preceding fnll moon j elec tion, D ecember. 13 

Ocean, 142, Wells' Depot. Lyman F. Getchell, M j Albert H. Hatch, sw j 

Charles H. Brown, JW; Frank L. Buker, s. Meeting Wedn esday on 

or before full moon j 6lection, December. 19 
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Olive Branch, 124, Charleston. Henry D. Worth, 11; John L . Herrick, sw; 

Wilbur R. Clark, JW; Oscar L. Smith, s. Meeting Friday on or before 

full moon; election, December. 5 
Orient, 15, Thomaston. George A. Moore, M; William H. Stackpole, SW; 

Edward C. Rollins, JW; James A. Levcn~aler, s. Meeting first Tues-

day; election, January. 9 

Oriental, 13, Bridgton. John L. Meserve, 11; 

C. Saunders, JW; D. Eugene Chaplin, S; 

fore full moon; election, October. 

Frank A. Webb, sw; David 

Meeting Saturday on or ue-

18 

Oriental Star, 21, Livermore Falls. Chester H. Thurston, M; Charles H. 

Gibbs, SW; Ernest A. Goding, JW; George O. Eustis, s. Meeting Wed-

nesday on or before full moon; election, June. 15 
Oxford, 18, Norway. Lee M. Smith M ; William J. Jones, SW; Hermon 

L. Bartlett, JW; Howard D. Smith, s. Meeting Friday on or next 

before full moon ; election, September. Hl 
Pacific, fi4, Exeter. Roswell C. Rich, M; Angus Delaney, sw; Arthur }'. 

Buswell, JW; David E. Knight, Garland, s. Meeting Wednesday on 

or before full moon; election, January. 22 

Parian, 160, Corinna. Oliver L. Jones, ~t; A. R. Day, SW; G. B. Fisher, 

JW; George W. Nutter, s. :\ieeting Saturday on or before full moon; 

election, September. 22 
Paris, 94, South Paris. William P. Morton, ~[; Albert D. Park, SW ; Fred 

H. Evans, JW; Horatio Woodbury, s. Meeting Tuesday on or before 

full moon; election, at first stated meeting in year. 16 

Penobscot, 39, Dexter. John Martin, M; Frank J. Cars]ey, SW; William 

E. Houinson, JW; Chas. S. Hutchinson, s. Meeting Monday OD or be

fore full moon; election, at las t stated meeting precerling 27th Decem-

~~ 5 
Phmnix, 24, Belfast. Upham A. Hoyt, M; Will G. Sawtelle, SW; Clifford 

J . Pattee, JW; James Pattee, s . 

moon; election, January. , 

Meeting Monday on or before full 

8 
Pine Tree, 172, Mattawamkeag. J osiah F. Shedd, M; Virgil W. Hobbs, 

SW; William H. Bither, JW; George W. Smith, s. Meeting Saturday 
on or before full moon ; election, October. 20 

Pioneer, 72, Ashland. George S. Orcutt, M; H. L. Dobson, SW; George H. 

McNally, JW; Whitefield B. Hallett, s. Meeting Wednesday on or 

before full moon; election, December. 1 

Piscataquis, 44, Milo. Martin L. Durgin, AI; Albert C. Cushman, sw; 
Percie M. Hamlin, JW; Albert W. Murray, s. Meeting Friday on or 

before full moon; election, September. 5 

Pleasant River, 163, Brownville. Erwin G. Ryder, AI; Austin W. Sher· 

burne, SW; George W. McClain, Henderson, JW; Ezekiel L. Chase, s. 
Meeting Monday on or before fnll moon; election, November. I) 
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Pleiades, 173, Milbridge .. J. A. Walling, M; Warren Sawyer, sw; Jasper 
Wyman, J\V; Ansel M. Sawyer, s. Meeting Monday on or before full 
moon; election, January. 3 

Plymouth, 75, Plymouth. Walter G. Loud, M; Alonzo E. Peabody, sw; 
Samuel A. Parkhurst, .nv; William H. Condon, s. Meeting Tuesday 
on or before full moon; election, September. 22 

Polar Star, 114, Bath. Eben J. Marston, ~I; Frank A. Palmer, sw; Geo. 
M. Duley, J\V; Herbert D. Maxwell, s. Meeting second Wednesday; 
election, March. 14 

l'ortland, 1, Portland. George W. Sturgis, M; Thomas E. McDonald, sw; 
Charles C. Berry, JW; George F. Gould, s. Meeting second Wednes-
day; election, November. 17 

Pownal, 119, Stockton Springs. Horace M. Griffin, M; Samuel French, sw; 
John E. Lancaster, JW; Jobn M. La Folley, s. Meeting first Wednes-
day; election, .January. 8 

Preble, 143, Sanford. Fred Hodgson, M; Sam Jagger, sw; Edmund F. Low, 
JW; Joseph Leckenby, s. Meeting Wednesday on or before full moon; 
election, December. 23 

Presumpscot, 127, North Windham. Frank H. Haskell, M; Winfield S. 
Allen, sw; William C. Noyes, JW; William H. Cram, s. Meeting Sat-
urday on or before full moon; election, December. 17 

Pythagorean, 11, Fryeburg. John L. Osgood, M; Dean A. Ballard, sWi 
Frank A. Hill, J\v; Tobias L. Eastman, s. Meeting Monday on or 
before full moon; election, December. 18 

Quantabacook, 129, Searsmont. Charles H. Burgess, M; Edwin R. Keene, 
North Appleton, sw; James L. Bean, J\v; Loima C. Poor, s. Meet-
ing first Saturday; election, Octoher. 7 

Habboni, 150, Lewiston. T. Lloyd Pratt, M; Wm. B. Skelton, SW; Frank 
A. Conant, JW; George F. Turner, s. Meeting Wednesday after full ~ 

moon; election, September. 24 
Reliance, 195, Stonington. Joseph H. Eaton, 1\1; William McKenzie, sw; 

Paul T. Small, JW; Rollins Y. Stinson, s. Meeting first Saturday; 
election, December. 4 

Richmond, 63, Richmond. Wallace N. Price, M; Fernando A. Shepard, sw; 
Harry K. Stinson, J\v; William R. Fairclough, s. Meeting Monday on 
or before full moon; election, October. 14 

Hising Star, 177, Penobscot. George E. Parsons, M; Fred 13. Mitchell, sw; 
Freeman N. Bowden, JW; Benj. H. Cushman, s. Meeting first Wednes-
day; election, December. 4 

Rising Sun, 71, Orland. Ashur B. Hntchins, M; Enoch W. lIl}rriman, sw; 
Edwin L. Jordan, JW; Seth R. Hutchins, s. Meeting first Tnesday; 
election, December. 21 

23 G. L. 



340 Proceedz'ngs of the [May, 

Rising Virtue, 10, Bangor. Charles J. Wardley, AI; Frank J. Cole, SW; 
Fred C. Chalmers, JW; John H. Kerr, s. Meeting last Tuesday; elec-
tion, December. 6 

Riverside, 135, East J efferson. Wilber B. Tibbetts, AI; George A. Hcffses, 
sw; F . W. Bowden, JW; W. A. Jackson, 8. Meeting Wednesday on or 
before full moon; election, December. 10 

!lockland, 79, Rockland. Edward W. Berry, AI ; Henry J. Keating, SW; 
. Clarence E. Daniels, JW; Albert 1. Mather, s. Meeting first Tuesday; 

election, January. 9 
!lural, 53, Sidney. Sewall A. Clark, M; Eugene H. Herrin, sw; William 

P. Marble, JW; James F. Warren, s. Meeting Saturday on or before 
full moon; election, September. 12 

Saco, 9, Saco. Philip C. Tapley, )1; Joseph E. Cole, sw; George E. Morri· 
son, JW; George A. Emery, s. Meeting first Wednesday; election, 
January. 19 

Saint Andrew's, 83, Bangor. Frank A. Robinson, AI; 

Benj . B. Merrill, .J\V; Fred W. Adams, s. Meeting 
tion, December. 

Edwin Lord, sw; 
last Friday; elec-

6 
Saint Aspinquid, 198, York Village, Charles L. Bowden, M; George N. 

Thompson, sw; Daniel A. Stevens, ,rw; John C. Stewart, s. )leeting 
Tuesday on or before full moon; election, September. 19 

Saint Croix, 46, Calais. William H. Keen, AI; Henry S. Pethick, sw; . 
Charles B. Collins, JW; Stephen D. Morrell, s. Meeting first Monday; 
election, December, St. John's Day. 2 

.Saint George, 16, Warren. R. O. Wade, M; Matthew Allen, SW: Geo. J. 
Newcomb, JW; Charles L. Robinson, s. Meeting· Monday on or before 
full moon; election, October. 9 

Saint John's, 51, South Berwick. Charles M. Sleeper, M; John B. White
head, sW; Frank Beaver, JW; Edward A. Chelsey; s. Meeting Mon-
day on before full moon; election, ;.\farch. 19 

Saint Paul's, 82, Hockport. Lorin A. Brewster, AI; Joseph F. Shepherd, 
SW; Fred E. Sylvester, J\V; Perez B. Cooper, s. Meeting Monday on 
or before full moon; election, October. 9 

Seaside, 144, Boothbay Harbor. Lewis A. Dunton, AI; Dennis S. Wylie, 
sw; Woodbury Marson, JW; Henry S. Perkins, s. Meeting :Friday on 
or before fnllmoon; election, December. 10 

Sebasticook, 146, Clinton, Willard W. Eastman, AI; Lewis K. Austin, sw; 
George A. Bingham, JW; Ruel W. Gerald, s. lI1eeting Thursday on 
or before full moon; election, October. 7 

Shepherd's .River, 169, Brownfield. James R. Hill, AI; Fred A. Thayer, 
sw; E lsworth E. Gilpatrick, JW; L Ilbert F. Fitch, s. Meeting Satur-
day, on or before full moon; election, December. 18 
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Siloam, 92, Fairfield. George G. Weeks, !I; William F. Nutt, SW; Chas. 

H. Crummett, JW; George M. Chapman, s. Meeting first Thursday; 

election, December. 13 
~olar, 14, Bath. Langdon T. Snipe, M; Walter S. Glidden, sw; John Scott, 

JW; Albert L. Strout, s. Meeting first Monday; election, December. 

14 
Somerset, 34, Skowhegan. Charles H. Gardner,!I; William R. Elliott, SWj 

Lawrence Cockburn, JWj Charles M. Lambert, s. 

Oil or before full moonj election, January. 
Meeting Monday 

13 
Springvale, 190, Springvale. Willie F. Ferguson, M; George H. Drew, SWj 

Herbert Smith, JWj Frank H. Dexter, s. Meeting Tuesday on or 

before full moon; election, December. 23 
Stalldisb, 70, Standish. William S. Thompson, AI; Lewis W. Moulton, sw; 

Edward W. Dolloff, JW; Parker F. Paine, s. Meeting Thursday on or 

before full moonj election, January. 17 

Star in the East, 60, Oldtown. Albert H. Maddocks, M; George F. Cath

cart, SWj Harry E . Hee(l, JW; Charles A. Dillingham, s. Meeting 

Monday on or before full moonj election, Septembe~. 6 

Star in. the West, 80, Unity. George R. Mosher, Mj W. J. Getchell, SWj 

G. A. Stevens, JW; E. D. Chase, s. Meeting Tuesday on or before 

full moon; election, December. 7 
Temple, 25, Winthrop. Everett W. Macomber, AI; Elliot Wood, SWj Hor

ace A. Keyes, JW; J. Ewan McIlroy, s. Meeting Monday on or before 

full moonj election, December. 11 

Temple, 86, Westbrook. George H. Knowlton, Alj Frederick W. Freeman, 

SW; Abner L. Hawkes, JWj Oliver A. Cobb, s. Meeting second Wed-

nesday; election, Decem bel'. 17 

TiulOtby Chase, 126, Belfast. James H. Howes, M; Hiram L. Partridge, 

SWj John W. Knight, JW; Charles E. Johnson, s. Meeting first Thurs-

daYj election, January. 8 

Tranquil, 29, Auburn. Albert E. Verrill, Mj Lavator O. Morse, SWj Mur-· 

ray B. Watson, JW; James F . Atwood, s. Meeting Wednesday on or 
before full moon; election, January. 24 

Tremont, 77, South West Harbor. Byron H. Mayo, AI; Franklin S. Doliver, 
SW; James S. Fernald, JW; William R. Keene, Manset, s. 

Thursday on or before full moonj elecvion, December. 
Meeting 

21 
Trillity, 130, Presque Isle. I,eon S. Howe, M; Rufus E. Stowe, SW; J. L. 

Wellington, JW; Rainsford J. Smith, s. Meeting Monday on or before 

full moon; electioll, December. 1 

Tuscan, 106, Addison Point. Melvin L. Cleaves, Mj Osmond A. Holmes, 

SW; Amos E. Tibbetts, JW; Amasa D. Tracy, Westcogns, s. 
Saturday on or before fullmooni election, -December. 

Meeting 
3 
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Tyrian, 73, Mechanic Falls. James W. W'ayne, Mj M. C. B. Prince, SWj 
M. W. Morrill, JWj Lewin Jefferies, s. Meeting Thursday on or before 
full moon j election, October. 24 

Union, 31, Union. George C. Hawes, Mj Ethel S. Cummings, SWj William 
C. Morton, SWj Charles M. Lucas, s. Meeting Thursday on or before 
full moonj election, December. 9 

United. 8, Brunswick. Gilbert M. Elliott, Mj Henry C. Upton, SWj Fred 
H. Wilson, JWj Lemuel H. Stover, s. Meeting second Tuesday j elec-

.tion, December. 14 
Unity, 58, Thorndike. Charles P. Hutchins, Mj Phineas P. Shibles, SWj 

Daniel H. Clark, JWj John N. Tilton, s. Meeting Thursday on or 
before full moonj elect ion, Septemher. 7 

Vassalboro', 54, North Vassalboro'. Albert S. Priest, M j Chas H. Light-
body, SWj John M. Cates, JWj Henry A. Ewer, s. 
on or before full moonj election, September. 

Meeting Tuesday 
12 

Vernon Valley, 99, Mt. Vernon. Orman F. French, Mj Melvin S. Gordon, 
SWj Irving R. Bradley, JWj Silas Burbank, s. 
before fnll moonj election, November. 

Village, 26, Bowdoinham. Franklin K. Jack, !lj 
William H. Gould, JWj Henry E. Cornish, s. 
or before full moonj election, October. 

Meeting Tuesday on or 
12 

Willia.m W. Brown, SWj 
Meeting Wednesday on 

14 
Warren , 2, Rast Machias. Francis L. Talbot, Mj Millard H. Wiswell, Sw; 

Elmer E. Gardner, JWj Frank H. Wiswell , s. Meeting Tuesday or 
before full moonj election, December 27th. 3 

Warren Phillips, 186, Cumberland Mills. Elvin A. Leighton, Mj Albert L. 
Parker, SWj Ie S. Raymond,Jw j Almon N. Waterhouse, s. Meeting 
first Wednesdayj election, October. 17 

Washburn, 193, ·Washburn. Calvin D. C;;.rter, Mj Jarvis B. Harris, sw; 
Robert W. Chapman, JWj Edward M. Hiues, s. Meeting Wednesday 
OIl or before full moon; election, December. 1 

Washington, 37, Lubec. Irving W. Case, !lj John W. Edgecomb, SWj 
William Merriman, .Wj William K. McBride, s. Meeting first Wed-
nesdaYj election, December. . 2 

Waterville, 33, Waterville. John M. Webber, Mj J. Fred Hill, SWj Fred
erick J. Arnold, JW; John A. Lang, s. Meeting Monday on or before 
full moon; election, December. 12 

Webster, 164, Sabattus. Fred A. Richardson, Mj William H. Wright, sw; 
John F. Hirst, JW; Judson Bangs, s. Meeting Thursday on or next 
before full moon; election, December. 24 

Whitney, 167, Canton. George H. Strout, M; Herbert V. Foster, s·w; Asia 
F. Hayford, JW; Herbert J. DeShon, s. Meeting first Thursday; elec-
tion, September. 16 
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Wilton, 156, Wilton. Daniel J. Norton, Mj Leon A. Bump, SWj John W. 
Miller, JWj Fred E. Trefethen, s. Meeting Wednesday week of full . 

moonj election, September. 15 
Winter Harbor, 102, Winter Harbor. A. E. Small, Mj Charles E. Grover, 

SWj Charles L. Cablin, JWj George R. Tracy, s. Meeting first Wednes-

daYj election, January. 21 
York, 22, Kennebunk. Charles H. Cole, ~f; William Titcomb, sw; Charles 

R. Littlefield, JW; George A. Gilpatl'ic, s. Meeting Monday on or 

before full moon; election, December. 19 
Yorkshire,179, North Berwick. Charles W. Goodwin, M; W. C. Dutch, 

SWj Alna L. Getchell, JW; Brainerd S. Drake, s. Meeting last Friday; 

election, December. 19 

ADDRESSES. 

WINFIELD S. CHOAl.'B, Grand Master, 

MARQUIS F. KTNG, GJ'and Treasure1', 

STEPHEN B~:RltY, Grand Secretary, 

JOSIAH H. DRUMMON D, 

Augusta, Me. 

Portland, Me. 

Portland, Me. 

Portland, Me. 

Chairman of Committee on F01'eign C01'respondence. 

:....------
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1Srethren lDfe~ ~urfng the Wear, 
.ROM ,\\ARCH I , 1090, TO MARCH I , 1099. 

TH OSE MARKeD '*' WERE RETURNED A S BURIED WITH MA SONIC RITE S . 

Portland. Convers O. Leach, April 24; Frank E. Lovell, Aug. 5; 
Joseph C. Moxcey, Aug. 9; John D. Mantle, Aug. 15; Isaac Phil
lips, Nov. 27; Edwin R. Hamlin, Jan. 10; Henry C. Lovell, Feb. 
2. . 

2 Warren. William Johnson, April 7, 1,897, at Snug Harbor, Staten 
Island, N. Y.; Sylvanus S. Hall, Aug. 21; James F. T. Greeuwood,* 
Oct. 17; Austill Harris,*Jan. 7; WilliamE. Cooper,*Jan . 16; Solo
mon Hall, Feb. 7, at Dorchester, Mass. 

3 Lincoln. Joseph Call, Sept. 21; Levi S. Heal, Oct. 4. 
5 Kennebec. Elias S. Thayer, Nov. 28, in Florida; Thoma8 Le igh, Dec. 

28. 

6 Amity. Ruel Philbrook, Dec. 30, in New York. 
7 Eastern. Noel B. Nutt, May 10; Edward n. Bowman, Oct. 21; John 

M. Jonah, Nov. 5; Samuel Campbtll, ,Jan. 9; Mose~ Prescott, 
Feb. 9. 

8 United. Horace H. Coombs, lost at sea; Asa K. Simpson; Charles 
Crossman, Jan . 4; Frank H. Purinton, Jan. 16; .John W. Caus

land, Feb. 2. 
9 Saco. Joseph H. Libby, March 27. 

10 Rising Virtue. George W. Getchell, May 9; Samuel B. Gilman, May 
22; James N. Clark, Aug. 27; Leonard B. Smith, Dec. I7-U. S. 
Consul at Curayoa many yr,ars, died there in office; Sumner C. 
Paine, December 21, at Ashville, N. C.-Lieut. in the U. S. Navy; 
Joseph E. Merritt, Dec. 27. 

11 Pythagorean. John Locke, April 26; Eugene lIilI, May 25. 
12 Cumberland. Freeman H. Morse,* June 24; :Frank P. Goff, Nov. 18, 

in Boston, Mass. 
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13 Oriental. Isaac G. Meserve, March 18; Frank B. Wiggin, ,Tuly 19; 

Della A. Stevens, July 19; Will Potter Babb, Dec.; Lewis Smith, 
Jan. 5. 

14 Solar. Jerry Shannon, April 6; Isaac Butler, April 7; Arthur A. Kp

hail, May 10, at Westport, Me.; David W. 8tover, Oct. 21, at Ban
gor; David C. Rogers, Nov. 9, at Phippsburg; Francis W. Weeks, 
Dec. 31, at Lynn, 1\1 ass., killed by R. R. train; Dexter W, Berry, 
Jan. 6, at Saco. 

15 Orient. C. E. Libby; George W. Masters; Robert Crosby, Oct. 29; 
Edwin Walsh, Nov. 10; Henry C. Levensaler, Jan. 4; Edward K. 
0' Brien, Jan. 15. 

16 St. George. Charles D. Bowley, May 8; Judson McCa\lumn, May 10. 
17 Ancient Landmark. William H. Tanner, April 6; Wesley P. Dutton, 

July 21; WiIlia,m H. Foster, Aug. I); Amos E. Howell, Sept. 15-
raised Oct. 7, 1846, a member 5J years and 11 months; Dexter W. 
Kensell, Sept. 21; Alexander B. Stevenson; Nov. 4; Thomas B. 
Merrill, Nov. 27-l'ast Master-lost at sea on steamer Portland, of 
which he was Chief Engineer; Augustus P. Fuller, Jan. ll-raised 
April 2, 1846, a member 52 years, 4 months; Sivilian C. Oakes, 
Jan . 25, (n South America. master of brig James H. Hamlen. 

18 Oxford. Moses H. Harriman,* Oct., 16; William E. Austin,* Nov. 13; 
Georg.e P. Rowe, Dec. 30; D. Webster Real,* Feb. 18 ; Nathaniel 
G. Frost,* Feb. 22; Jonathan Roberts, in Massachusetts. 

19 Felicity. Sewall P. AyeI', June 22, in Kewanee, Ill.; Austin Saunders, 
Jan. 15; Elbridge G. Rolfe, Feb. 25, at Hurricn.ne Island. 

21 Oriental Star: Augustus Leland, July 7,1896; Alvin Record, Aug. 20. 
22 York. William Downing, .nec. 6, son of Isaac Downing, P. S. G. 

Warden. 
23 Freeport. John G. Pierce, March 10; Albert W. Clark, Oct. JO; David 

D. Spear, Jan. 21; Almond G. Hogers, F eb. 6. 
24 Phoo nix. Cbarles Bakel', March 4; Albion Ie. Pierce, April 2; George 

W. Purrington, September, at Houlton ; Jerome Stephenson, Nov. 
]2; Frank B. Mathews, Nov. 29; David Hodgdon, Dec. 18, at 

Phoonix, Arizona; Jacob G. Cook, Jan., in Boston. 
25 Temple. A lbion P. Snow, Oct. 24. 
26 Village. Charles E. Sewell, March. 
27 Adoniram. Robert H. Brackett, June 16; William G. Lord, Aug. 28. 
28 Northern Star. Asa Parlin, May 18; Walter W. Poore,* J. Warden, 

Aug. 5, at Chickamauga Park, Lytle, Ga.-remains brought to 
North Anson, whe're services were held at the Universalist Church, 

followed by services by Northern Star Lodge, then taken to Sebago, 
by friends and delegates of the lodge, and there buried with masonic 

honors. 
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29 Tranquil. Lewis O'BrlOn,* April 9; William S. Young, April 12; 
Joseph W. Perkins, July 22; Horatio G. Garcelon,* Aug. 13; Jere
miah Dingley, Jr., Feb. 12; Nelson H. Alden,* Feb. 13. 

30 Blazing Eltar. John Thomas, July 18, killed at Riley while working on 
log landing. 

31 Union. Almond Thompson,* March 27 ; Tharldeus Hastings,* Aug. 
11; Moses Robinson. 

32 Hermon. Porter Walbridge, Sept. 30, killed by railroad train; Al
phonso Coss, Dec. 27; Orison Hill, J an. 16; Henry M. Foster, Feb. 
10; Isaac D. Sayborn, an honorary member. 

33 Waterville. Hiram P. Cousins, April 23; Reuben Foster, Past Master, 
Oct. 12; Edmund F. Webb, Past Master, Dec. 7. 

34 Somerset. Simon D. Saywarrl,* Dec. 8; Benjamin P. Pearson, Dec. 
22, in San Diego, Cal.; John A. Colby,* Jan. 22. 

35 Bethlehem. Frederick Cony, March 13; Ira k. Russell, Oct. 8; Ar
temus Glidden,* Dec. 28; Rorlney L. Fogg, :Feb. 14. 

36 Casco. Thomas Reddick, March 19; E. Dudley Freeman, Nov. 27, 
lost on the steamer Portland. 

37 Washington. Charles H. Clark, Oct. 11. 
38 Harmony. Frank R. Morrison, Jnly 19; Charles W. Paine. 
39 Penobscot. Joseph F. Withnal, June 1&; Albert H. Bradbury, Jan. 

30. 
40 Lygonia. Antonio F. Smith,* April 22; John HutchinR,* April 24; 

Albtlrt L. Penney, July 7; Charles Smith, Aug. 13, dierl and buried 
at sea; George C. Lynam, * Nov. 27; George W. Hudson ; Charles 
Joy, Ang. 2, 1896. 

41 Morning Star. Thos. Holmes, * May 11; Eli Merriman, Oct. 24; Ezekiel 
·Ware,*Nov.17. 

43 Alna. Alfred W. Elliott, Dec. 12; John A. Parker,* Jan. 23. 
44 Piscataquis. Charles F. Davis, Sept. 18. 
45 Central. Fred E. McQuillen,* March 18; Moses W. Newbert, May G; 

Charles W. Coombs,* July 1; John M. Ridlon, Oct. 27; Amasa 
Taylor, Past Master, Nov. 17; .Josiah Main, Feb. 15. 

46 St. Croix. Charles D. Hill, April 30; William Grierson,* May 7 ; John 
J. Fleming, May 7, by railroad accident in Minnesota; James New,* 
June 3; Ernst T. Lee,* Aug. 22; Willard Lane, Dec. 10; Charles 
R. Farrell,* Jan. 6; William R. Kerr,* Jan. !l, in Denver, Colorado; 
Oliver P. Treat,. Feb. 3. 

47 Dunlap. Elbridge G. Stevens, March 26; James Etchells, May 6; 
Henry Goldthwaite, June 8; Henry A. Wales, July 10; George F. 
Goodwin, Past Master, Aug. 28. 
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48 Lafayette, A. F. Chase, Oct. 20; Charles P. Greeley, Nov. 20; Jerry 
P. Johnson, Feb. 1. 

50 Aurora. George W. Cochran,* May 1; Zenas O. Bragg,* May 8; 
EphraimJ. Ulmer,* Aug. 2; Erastus P . Bragg," Sept. 10; Al
phonso A. Duncan, and Lars Nelson, lost ir. the great storm of Nov. 
27th with their vessels ano. crews-both were master mariners, and 
highly esteemed; William Norton, April 17,1888, at Matinicus 
Island. 

51 Saint John's. Edward F. Safford, Oct. 16; Albert Goodwin, Nov. 18; 
Herbert Lord, Dec. 12. 

52 Mosaic. Marcell W. Hall, Sept. 14. 
54 Vassalboro. Charles Jepson, J an. 15. 
55 Fraternal, Howard Frost. 
56 Mount :Moriah. Eimore E. Swan, June 20; David :\1:. Haley, date un

known. 
58 Unity. Ralph J . Wiggin, May 9; Wm. F. White, Jan. 29. 
60 Star in the East. Ephraim Sawyer,'" April; Arthur G. Brawn,* June 

25; Calvin B. Hilton, January. 
61 King Solomon's. Jesse Ie. Willett, April 27 ; William B. Ludwig, Sept. 

30; Charles A. Keene, Nov. 27. 
62 King David's. Daniel L. Frohock, March ,27; George W. Howe, Nov. 

27-lost in the barge Delaware in Boston Bay. 
114 Pacific. Cyrus Towle, May 24, at Williamsport, Penn. ; John S. Knight, 

July 4; Chas. E. Merriam, F eb. 2; John Q. A,dams, about three 
yeard ago. 

65 Mystic. John Phillips, April 14; Gardner Hunting, Jan. 12. 
IJ6 Mechanic's. Charles Buffum, March 19-Born in 1820, served in both 

branches of Legislature, President of the Senate, and member of 
Council three terms. 

67 Biue Mountain. Willard Towle, Past Master, April 7. 
69 Howard. Elijah Gatchell, September 6, at China, Me. ; Wellington M. 

Howes, Oct. 4, at Havana,_Cuba. 
70 Standish. Edwiu White, 1899. 
72 Pioneer. J a mes A. Flint, July 5. 
73 Tyrian. Erlmund L. Bailey,* March 17; Marshall Jordan, March 29; 

George W. Currier,* May 20; Rev. W. B. Bartlett, July 3. 
74 Bristol. William Geyer,* Feb. 7. 
75 Plymouth. Daniel G. Ferguson, out of the State, date unknown . 
76 Arundel. Charles M. Cilley, May 27; Daniel Goodwin, Feb. 10. 
77 Tremont. William P . Lunt, June. 
78 Crescent. Willam A. Frost, April 1; Daniel Laughton, April 8; Wm. 
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B. Hatch, July 6; Nathaniel C. Brown, October llO; Nathaniel E. 

Brown, Jan. 12. 

7H Hocklanrl. Robert Geyer, March 9; Lincoln Snow, June 4; Ralph R. 

Ulmer, Sept. 4; Nelson P. Spear, Oct. 20; Henry Jenkins, Past 

Master, Oct. 25; James 1'. Stamp, Nov. 27, lost at sea; George W. 

Beals, Nov. 27, lost at sea; Elijah Hall, Dec. 26. 

HO Keystone. Albert:F. Decker, April 12; Samuel W. Buker, April 19; 

Lyman Grant, July 16; Fred G. Manson, Oct. H); Leslie M. Davis, 

Jan. 27; John A. Drury, Feb. 4. 

81 Atlantic . . Charles E. Hartshorn, March 2; John E. Welch, March 20; 

I,orenzo n. M. Swett, July 26, the first candidate raised in Atlan
tic Longe, on Nov. 21, 1855, a former member of Congrp,ss; :Free

man Greenough,* Sept. 17 ; Edward Tomlinson, Oct. 10; Edward 

H. Smith,* Feb. 18. 

8:! Saint Paul's. Joseph W. Thorndike, Sept. 15. 

83 Saint Andrew's. George F. Gould, April 3; Messenger F. Eldridge, 
June 18; J esse A. Fairbanks, Sept. 22; Daniel H. :Fernald, Dec. 

15. 

84 Eureka. Thaddeus Wallace, Sept. 23. 

85 Star in the West. Mial Dodge, May 2; Eben Thompson, June 29; 

William McGray, Nov. 1; E. V. Towle, Nov. 24. 

86 T emple. Isaac:F. Quiuby, April 7, aged 79 yrs. 10 mos.; Edward B. 

Phinney, Oct. 7, aged 70 yrs. 1 mo. 19 days. 

87 Benevolent. Daniel B. Small,* July 16. 

8S Narraguagus. Albert G. Church, Nov., 1897; Charles J. Milliken, 

Oct., 1898. 

89 Island. .J. L. S. Coombs and James C. Scott, mast~r mariners, lost at 

sea in February, 1898; John S. Warren, Aug. 16; Nelson Kimball, 

Henry P. Hatch, Isaac H. Herrick, all three master mariners, lost 

in Provincetown harbor in great gale of Nov. 27; Stephen Babbidge, 

Dec. 2; Emory F. Williams, Jan. 8. 

91 Harwood. Sanford Burnham, Oct. 16; Eben ~. Hayward, Jan. 16. 

92 Siloam. Edward T. Cook; Josiah :F. Foye, March 11 ; Charles Fogg, 

Nov. 18; John :F. Kenrick, Jan. 24. 

93 Horeb. Frank E. Drake, Jan. 26. 

94 Paris. ,Thomas .T. Whitehead, Dec. 2J; William C. Little,' J a n. 6; 

Herbert L, Maxim, Feb. 19. 

95 Corinthian. Edwin A. Bean, April 13; John O. Rowell, .Jan. 9. 

07 Bethel. Henry Farwell, June 15. George W. Haskell. 

98 Katahdin. Spencer W. Young, 1898; Samuel Waters, Jan. 8. 

09 Vemon Valley. Benj.:F. Mitchell, Past Master of Helief Lodge, July 
31; Lewis D. French, Oct. 25. 
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100.Jefferson. Rufus K. Dunham,* Past Master, March 6; Charles H. 

Day, Feb. 26, in l\fassachusetLs; James W. Beck, Jan., in Massa

chusetts. 

101 Nezinscot. Morrill R. Briggs, Jan. 3, at his home in Brockton, Mass. 
102 Marsh River. }'ranJ< H. Webbcr, supposed .lost at sea in June; Benj. 

Rowe, Nov. H. 

103 Dresden . William G. Tarr, April 15. 

104 Dirigo. 
105 Ashlar. 

Jacob N. Hanson, April; Charles B. BasseLt, November. 
John G. Cook, Aug. 6, in Chicago; Joseph H. Day, Aug. H; 

Ham Brooks, Aug. 14; Charles F. Churchill, in Melrose; Joseph 

P. Gill, in New York City; Nelson Dingley, Jr., Jan. 13, in Wash

ington, D. C. 

106 Tuscan. Edmund C. Merritt, July 24; John H. Austin, Aug. 15. 
107 Day Spring. Stephen Adams, Nov. 5, aged H4-a charter member, 

having been made in Adoniram Lodge, Limington, in 1828, seventy 

years ago. He was a physician . 

109 Mount Kineo. JoLham~. Works; Joseph D. Martin, Oct. 12; Daniel 
W. Hussey, F eb. 21. 

110 Monmouth. 'Otis K. Prescott,* May 23; William B. Sumner,* Jan. 9. 

114;. Polar Star. Michael P. Anderson, lost at spa; Dennis Kelly, July 9; 

Grant Nichols, Nov. 19; David O. Foye, Nov. 26; Dennis Roberts, 
Nov. 27. 

116 Lebanon. Charles A. Harrington, May 13; Henry Whiting, Jan. 29. 
117 Greenleaf. Anstin N. Durgin, June 24; . Fred T. Flint, July 25; John 

T . P ike, Nov. 10. 

119 Pownf1.1. John M. Ames, Dec. 13. 

121 Acacia. Augustine Allen, March 8. 

122 Marine. Sargent Bray. April 11; Lev i B. Crockett, Aug. 1; Peter H. 
Mills, Nov. 2; Allstin D. Haskell, Secretary, Nov. 10, Edwin 

Haskell, Feb. 5. 

123 Franklin. Jabez P. Nevins,* June 21-buried by Euclid Lodge, No. 

194, Madison. 

124 Olive Branch. Frank L. Beal,* April; T. Roscoe Wentworth, Jan. 28. 
125 Meridian. Ethan E . Maxwell, July 31; Eben Richardson, Jan. 14. 

126 Timothy Chase. Frank A. Patterson, Nov. 27; Henry L. 1(ilgore, 

Dec. 4. 
127 Presumpscot. Durea L. Bailey,* Dec. 26. 

128 Eggemoggin. Nathaniel Grindle; Kendall K. Herrick, Oct. 17, at Car· 

denas. 

129 Quantabacook. Ithel Pease. 

130 Trinity. George W. Mosher,* Oct. 18. 

133 Asylum. Will iam Folsom, Jan. 20. 
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135 Riverside. Benjamin F. Bowden, March; H. H. Hibbert, August. 
136 Kenduskeag. Horace Pendexter, June 19, a member for thirty years; 

William C. Spratt, Jan. 19, Secretary for sixteen years. 
138 Lewey's Island. Nathaniel S. Fenlason, August 22. 
140 Mount Desert. Ferdinand Nelson, lost at sea, date unknown. 
141 Angusta. James H. Weever, July 13, at Bridgewater, Mass., buried 

at Watervllle; Joseph H. Wall, Aug. 22. 
142 Ocean. Almon Hatch, May 9; Oren G. Jones,· Feb. 4. 
14:3 Preble. James Thompson, March 20; Stephen A. Wright, Aug. 7. 
145 Moses Webster. Joseph S. Conant, March 2; Hiram Doyle, June 18. 
146 Sebasticook. George A. Spearin, April 23; Alpheus Rowell, Aug. 31; 

Edmond Parkman, Sept. 1. 
147 Evening Star. Henry A. Stetson, at North Berwick, May 23, a clergy

man; John F. De Costa, at Rumford Falls, June 3, a physician. 
148 Forest. Gardner Cornforth, April 29; Edgar M. Jones, Jan. 9. 
149 Doric. Elmer D. Sibley, at Bangor, Dec. 22; Henry Blackstone,. Jan. 

11, huried at Blanchard, by Doric Lodge. 
150 Rabboni. John Garner, March 7; Silas W. Cook, June; Fred E. 

Stuart, Augnst; Moses Jacobs, August; Fred Kelley, Dec. 26. 
151 Excelsior. Oscar Chapman, May 31; Austin E. Drinkwater, Aug. 11; 

Samuel W. Bullock, Aug. 25, drowned at Fort Point. 
152 Crooked River. Augustus P. Trafton, Feb. 21, at Newark, N. J . , aged 

50, a charter member; George M. Chaplin, June 11, at Portland, 
aged 39 yrs. 1 month; Edward Bray, Dec. 14, at Harrison, aged 67 
yrs. 1 month. 

153 Delta. Spencer K. Parker, Jan. 14; James E . Farrington, Jan. 26. 
1M Mystic Tie. Melvin L. Winter,. July 2. 
155 Ancient York. Albert J . Small, June 26; George Turnbull, Jan. 3l. 
156 Wilton. John H. Card, Dec. 17, killed by accident in Boston, Mass. 
157 Cambridge. B. M. Arno; Elisha Knowles; Nathaniel Hooper. 
158 Anchor. Joseph W. Farrar, March 12, aged 84, the oldest mason in 

Bristol, having been made in Bristol Lodge in 1858; John Farrar, 
Jan. 12, aged 74, a charter member and a true and faithful mason. 

159 Estoric. Thomas H. Donnell, Aug. 15, 1897; Edward E. Roberts, 
April 3, 1898, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin; Albert F. Reeves, July 
t 5; Sullivan D. Wiggin, Jan. 20. 

160 Parian. W. S. Allen, Aug. 1; A. B. Dearborn, Dec. 24; J. S. Burrill, 
Dec. 25. 

165 Molunkus. George W. Webber, June 24. 
166 Neguemkeag. William Bellmore, April 20, aged 79, a charter member. 
lU8 Composite. Samuel O. Dinsmore, Dec. 14; 010 C. Weatherwax, died 

in the army, date unknown. 
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170 Caribou. C. B. Roberts, Oct .. 12; S. W . Collins , Feb. 14. 
171 Naskeag. Wilfred Freethey , May 8; Uodney S. Blake, Nov. 27, on 

board steamer Portland. 
1i2 Pine Tree. Samnel W. Moore ,* Aug. 30, a Past l'I'l aster. 
173 Pleiades. J ames A. Leighton, lost at sea ill November gale ; Aaron F . 

Ward, J an. 16. 
177 Rising Sta r. Leroy Blodge tt,* Sept. 11; J ohn r. Stover,* Dec. 22; 

Porter M. Staples, Jan. 25. 
178 Ancient Brothers' . R. E . Chamberlin , August , George H . Bryant.; 

Edwin T . Stevens, F ebrua ry. 

179 Yorkshire. Charles W. Greenleaf,* Oct. 11. 

182 Granite. Marshall N. Stearns, May 20. 
183 Deering. Pelatiah H. Whitehollse,* March 4; Willia m H. Mc Dnffee, 

lost at sea in schooner David T orrey, about March 30; Oscar P . 

Rogers,* Nov. 4. 
184 Nava l. J a mes E. Chase, March 30, aged 58 ; E phraim C. Spinn ey, 

.Jtlly 8, aged 77 , charter member. 

186 Warren Phi ll ips. Charles A . Lord, Nov. 26. 

188 J onesport. J erome W. P easley, May 19. 

190 Springvale. George W . Ha tch,* March 24, a Past Master. 
191 Davis. Hiram Hackett, June 1; George Z. Higgius, Dec. 11. 

192 Winter Harbor. H. H. Sargent, March 30. 

194 E uclid . Lewis M. Rogers , April 10. 
196 Bay View. George W. Brightman,* Nov. 1. 

199 Bingham. Omar Clark, Oct . 3 1. 
200 Columbia. Charles DaVison, Nov. 24; Oliver E . . Mansell, Nov. 30. 

203 Mount Olivet. Benj amin P. u pham, March 21, aged 86, an honorary 

memiJer. 
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GRAND LODGES. GRAND MA BTEIlB. 

Alaba;na, Dec. 6, 1898, B. Dudley Williams, Oxford. 

Arizona, Nov. 15, 1898, Anthony A. Johns, Prescott. 

Arkansas, Nov. 15, 1898, Hobert M. Smith, Hot Springs. 
Belgium, Henri 'Berge, Brussells. 

British Columbia, June 23, 1898, David Wilson, Victoria. 

California, Oct. 11, 1898, Frank M. Angellotti , San Hafael. 

Canada, July 20, 1898, E. T. Malone, Toronto. 

Cuba, March 26, 18!)9, 

Colorado, Sept. 20, 1898, 
Connecticut, Jan , 18, 189!), 

Delaware, Oct. 5, 1898, 

,Juan B. Hernandez Ban'iero, Havana. 

Horace T. DeLong, Grand Junction. 

George G. McNall, Greenwich. 

Dist. of Columbia, Nov. 9, 1898, 

England, 1899, 
Florida, Jan. 17, 1899, 

Georgia, Oct. 25, 1898, 

Idaho, Sept. 13, 1898, 

Illinois, Oct. 4, 1898, 

Indiana, May 23, 1899, 
Indian Territory, Aug. 9, 1898, 

Iowa, Juno 6, 1899, 

Ireland, March 1, 1899, 

I(ansas, Feb. 15, 1899, 
Kentucky, Oct. 18,1898, 

Louisiana, Feb. 13, 1 89~) , 

Maine, May 2, 189!), 

Manitoba, June 8, 18!l8, 

"'Iaryland, Nov. 15, 1898. 
Massachusetts, Dec. 27, 18!)8. 

Michigan, ,Tan. 24, 1899, 
Minnesota, .Jan. 11, 1899, 

Mississippi, Feb. 9, 1899, 

Missouri, Oct. 18, 1898, 

Montana, Sept. 14, 1898, 

Nebraska, June 15, 1898. 

J. Harmer Hile, Wilmington, 

John H. Small, Jr" Washington. 
Prince of Wales. 

Silas B. Wright, DeLand. 

W. A. Davis, Macon. 

George H. Storer, Idaho Falls. 

Edward Cook, Ch icago. 

William Geake, Fort Wayne. 

Henry C. Nash, Antlers. 
Thom~.s Lambert, Sabula. 

DLlke of Abercorn, Dublin. 

Henry C. Loomis, Winfield . 
.James E. Wilhelm, Padncah. 

A. C. Allen, Franklin. 

Winfielrl S. Choate, Augusta. 

George B. Murphy, Moosomin, ASBa. 

Thomas J. Shl'yock, Baltimore. 

Charles C. Hutchinson, Lowell. 

Frank T. Lodge, Detroit. 

Alonzo T. Stebbins, Roches ter. 
William Starling, Natchez. 

Ethelbert F. Allen, Kansas City. 

Charles W. Pomeroy, Kalispell. 

Frank H. Young, Omaha. 



Grand Lodge 0.1 Maine. 353 

Jlddr~ss~s of tirand Offic~rs. 

G HA II' D SEC HilT A III I':s. 

Henry C. Armstrong, Montgomery. 
George J. Roskruge, Tucson. 
Fay Hempstead, LiLtle Rock. 

Rian-Nedgrot, Brussells. 

Walter .J. Quinlan, Nelson. 

George Johnson, San Francis.;o. 
. John J. Mason, Hamilton, Onto 

Aurelio Miranda, Havana. 

Ed. C. Parmelee, Denver. 

J ohn H. Barlow, Hartford. 

William Y. Titcomb, Anniston. 
Morris Goldwater, P rescott. 

Frank Hill, LitLle Rock. 

None. 

W. A. D. Smith, New Westmins~er. 

William A. Davies, San Francisco. 

Helll'Y Robertson, Collingwood . 

Francisco de P. Rodriguez, Havana. 
La wrence N. Greenleaf, Denver . 

J ohn H. Barlow, Hartford . 
Benjamin F. Bartram, Wilmington. Lewis .Jackson, Wilmington. 

William R. Singleton, Washington. William R. Singleton, Washington . 

Edward Letchworth, London. 

Wilber P. Webster, Jacksonville. 
William A. Wolihin, Macon. 

Thcophilus W. ~tandall, Boise. 
Joseph H. C. D ill, Bloomington. 

William H. Smythe, Indianapolis. 

Joseph S. Murrow, Atoka. 

Theodore S. Parvin, Cedar Rapids. 

Henry E. Flavelle, Dublin, 

Albert K. Wilson, Topeka. 

Henry B. Grant, Louisville. 

Richard Lambert, New Orleans. 

Steph.en Berry, Portland. 

WiIIi",m G. Scott, Winnepeg. 

Jacob H. Medairy, Baltimore. 

Sereno D. Nickerson, Boston. 

J efferson S. Conover, Coldwater. 

Thomas Montgomery, St. Paul. 
John L. Power, .Jackson . 

John D. V incil, St. Louis. 
Cornelius Hedges, Helena. 

------,---

None. 

Samuel Pasco, Monticello. 

Whiteford S. Hamsay, Dllblin . 

Fred G. Mock, Nampa. 
Joseph Hobbins, Qllincy. 

Nicholas R. Ruckle, Indiailapolis. 

Joseph S. Murrow, Atoka. 

James C. W. Coxe, Washington. 

None. 

John C. Postlethwaite, Jewell City. 

J ames W. Staton, Brooksville. 
Herman C. Duncan , Alexandria. 

J osiah H. Dl'llmmond, Portland. 
William G. Scott, Winnepeg. 

Ed ward T . Schultz, Baltimore. 

None. 

J efferson S. Conover, Coldwater. 

Irving Todd, Hast ings. 

Andrew H. Barkley, Crawford. 
John D. Vincil, St. Lou is. 

Cornelius Hedges, Helena. 

------,---
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Nevada, June 14, 1898, 
New Brunswick, Aug. 23, 1898, 

New Hampshire, May 17, 1899, 
New Jersey, January 25, 1899, 

GRAND MASTER S. 

Matthew Kyle, Virginia City. 

Thomas Walker, St. John. 

John McLane, Milford. 

Josiah W. Ewan, Mt. Holly. 
New Mex ico, Oct. 3, 1898, Hobert C. Stewart, Socorro. 

New South Wales, June 8, 1898. Sir Joseph Palmer Abbott, Sydney. 

New YOl'k, June 8,1899, 

New Zealand, April 28, 1898, 

North Carolina, Jan. 10, 1899, 

North Dakota, June 21, 1898, 

Nova Scotia, June 8, 1898, 

Ohio, Oct. 19, 1898, 

Okla)lOma, Feb. 14, 1899, 

Oregon, June 15, 1898, 

Pennsylvania, Dec. 27, 1898, 

Peru, 1898, 

P. E. Island, June 24, 1898, 

Quebec, Jan. 26, 1898, 

I~hode Island, May 15, 1899, 

Scotland, 1899, 
South Australia, April 20, 1898, 

South Carolina, Dec. 13, 1898, 

South Dakota, June 14, 1898, 
Tasmania, ,Tan. 28, 1897, 

Tennessee, Jan. 25, 1899, 

Texas, Dec. 6, 1898, 

Utah, Jan. 17, 1899, 

Vermont, June 15, 1898, 
Victoria, Dec. 21, 1898, 

Virginia, Dec. 6, 18U8. 

Washington, June 14, 1898, 

West Virginia, Nov. 15, 1898, 

Wisconsin, June 14, 1898, 

Wyoming, Sept. 14, 1898, 

Wright D. Pownall, 

Richard John Seddon, Wellington. 

Richard J. Noble, Selma. 

George H. Keyes, F.llendale. 

Thomas B. Flint, Yarmouth. 

E. C. Gulliford, Cleveland. 

William L. Eagleton, Pawnee. 

John B. Cleland, Portland. 

Henry W. Williams, Philadelphia. 

J. Arturo Ego-Aguirre, Lima. 

Leonard Morris, Summers ide. 

E. T. D. Chambers, Quebec. 

Milton Livsey, Providence. 

Lorn Saltoun, Philorth, Fraserburgh. 

S. J. Way, Adelaide. 

Bartlett J. Witherspoon, Lancaster. 

Louis G. Levoy, Webster. 

Charles E. Davies, Hobart. 

Joseph H. Bullock, Paris. 

Samuel R. Hamilton, Farmersville. 

James D. Murdoch, Park City. 

Daniel N. Nicholson, Burlington. 
Lord Brassey, Melbourne. 

R. T. W. Duke, Jr., Charlottesville. 

William H. Upton, Seattle. 

Joseph Hall, Wheeling. 

James G. Monahan, Darliugton. 

J. M. Rumsey, Jr., Rawlins. 
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Chauncey N. Noteware, Carson. 

. J. Twining Hartt, St. John. 

George P. Cleaves, Concord. 

Thomas H. H. Redway, Trenton. 
Alpheus A. Keen, Albuquerque. 

Arthur II. Bray, Sydney. 

Edward M. L. Ehlers, New York. 

CHAIRMEN COM. CORRESPONDENCE. 

A. D. Bird, Reno . 

John V. Ellis, St. John. 

Albert S. Wait, Newport. 
George B. Edwards, Jersey Cit,y. 

Max Frost, Santa Fe. 
John B. Trivett, Sydney. 

.Jesse B. Anthony, Utica. 
Rev. Will. Ronaldson, Christchurch . C. A. C. Hardy, Christchurch. 

John C. Drewry, Raleigh. John A. Collins, Enfield. 

Frank .r. Thompson, Fargo. 
HOIl . William Ross, Halifax. 

J. H. Bromwell, Cincinnati. 

James S. HUllt, Stillwater. 
James F. Robinson, l~ugelle. 

William A. Sinn, Philadelphia. 
Manuel J. C,iceres, Lima. 

Neil McKelvie, Summer~ide. 

John H. Isaacson, Montreal. 
Edwin Baker, Providence. 

D. Murray Lyon, Edinburg. 

J. H. Cunningham, Adelaide. 

Charles Inglesby, Charleston. 

George A. Pettigrew, Flandreau. 

John Hamilton, Hobart. 

John 13. Garrett, Nashville. 

John Watson, Houston. 

Christopher Diehl, Salt Lake City. 

Warren G. Heynolds, Burlington. 

John Bmim, Melbourne. 

George W. Carrington, Hichmond. 

Thomas M. Heed, Olympia. 
George W. Atkinson, Charleston. 

John W. Laflin, Milwaukee. 

William L. Kuykendall, Saratoga. 

24 G. L. 

Frank J. Thompson, Fargo. 

W. Ernest Thompson, Halifax. 
William M. Cunningham, Newark. 

James S. Hunt, Stillwater. 

Hobert Clow, Junction City. 

Michael Arnold, Philadelphia. 

None. 
Neil McKelvie, Summerside. 

W. H. Whyte, Montreal. 

Henry W. Rugg, Providence. 

None. 
None. 

Charles Inglesby, Charleston. 

William Blatt, Yankton. 

None. 
George H. Morgan, Cookeville. 

Thomas M. Matthews, Athens. 

Christopher Diehl, Salt Lake City. 

Marsh O. Perkins, Windsor. 

David Meadowcroft, Melbourne. 

J. W, Eggleston, Richmond. 
Thomas M. Reed, Olympia. 

GeorJe W. Atkinson, Charieston. 

Aldro Jenks, Dodgeville. 

William L. Kuykendall, Saratoga. 
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REP RESENTATIVES 

of the Grand Lodge of Maine near other Grand Lodges. 

Alabama-B. DUDU;Y WILI,IAMS, Oxford. 
Arizona-MAuTIN WILLIAM KALES, Phcen ix. 
Arkansas--OLIVEU C. GUAY, Fayetteville. 
British Columbia-E. D. McLAR8N, Vanconver. 
California-NATHAN W. SPAULDING, Oakland. 
Canada---CoLIN W. POSTLETHWAITE, Toronto. 
Colorado-EDwARD C. PARM8L88, Denver. 
Cuba-AuRELIO MIRANDA, Havana. 
Connecticut-ARTHUR C. WH88L8R, Norwalk. 
Delaware-JAcoB H. EMERSON, Middletown. 
District of Columbia-GEORG8 WALLACE, Washington . 
Florida-WILI,IA~[ S. W AR8, Jacksonville. 
Georgia-WILLIAM K. MILL8R, Augusta. 
Idaho-G8oRG~; W . RICHARDS, Hailey City. 
Illinois-CHARLES H. BU8NAN, Chicago, 1007 Adams St. 
Indiana-W ALTER VAIL, Michigan City. 
Indian Territory-JAMEs R. SH88HAN, Vinita. 
Kansas-DAvID B. FULLER, Eureka. 
Louisiana-SAMUE L M. TODD, New Orleans. 
Manitoba-RoB8RT STIRTON THORNTO'N, Deloraine. 
Maryland-THoMAS H. Hoov8R, Union Bridge. 
Michigan-WILLIAM WENTE, Manistee. 
Minnesota-JOHN H. RANDALL, Minneapolis. 
Mississippi-JOHN F.McCORMICK, Biloxi. 
Missouri-ETHELBEUT F. ALLEN, Kansas City. 
Montana-CoRNELIUS HEDGES, Helena City. 
Nebraska-THo~lAs K. S UDBOUOUGH, Omaha. 
Ne1Jada-SA'~lUEL S. SEARS, Elko. 
New Brunswick-JOHN STARn DEWOL~' CHIPMAN, St. Stephen. 
New Hampshire-EDwARD GUSTn;m, l(eene. 
New Jersey-JAMEs S. AITKIN, Trenton. 
New Mexico-ALPHEUS A . KEEN, Albuquerque. 
New York-WILLIAM H . SMITH, Schenectady. 
New Zealand-JoHN JOYC8, Lyttleton. 
North Carolina-DAvID BELL, Enfield. 
North Dakota---RoB8RT D. HOSKINS, Bismarck. 
Nova Scotia-JOHN W. R UHLAND, Halifax. 
Ohio-O . . P . SPERRA, Ravenna. 
Oregon-JOHN MCCRACKEN, Portland. 
Peru-FRANCISCO L. CROSBY, Lima. 
Prince Edward Island-G8oRGE W. W AKEFORD, Charlottetown. 
Quebec-JoHN HELD8R ISAACSON, Montreal. 
Rhode Island-EDwARD L. FR8E1IAN,_Central Falls. 
South Australia-EBENEZER COOKE, Adelaide. 
South Carolina-CLAuDE E. SAWYER, Aiken. 
South Dakota-SAMUEL H. JUMPER, Aberdeen. 
Tasmania-W. STROUD, (Dep. G. Sec.) Hobart. 
Tennessee-NATHAN S. WOODWARD, Knoxville. 
Texas-T. W. HUDSON, Collinsville. 
Utah-Wn,I,IH[ THOMAS DALBY, Salt Lake City. 
Verml)nt-ALBRo F. NICHOLS, St. Johnsbury. 
Victoria-BENJUfIN DOUGHTY SMITH, Melbourn e. 
Virginia-CHARLES A. NESBITT, Richmond . 
West V irginia-HUGH ST8RLING, Wheeling. 
Wisconsin- MELVIN S. YOUNGS, Milwaukee. 
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REPRESENT ATIVES 

of other Grand Lodges near the Grand Lodge of rlaine. 

Alabama-JOSIAH H. DRUMMO ND, Portland. 
,Arizona-AuGusTuS BAII~EY, Gal'd iner. 
Arkansas-JoHN W. BALLOU, Bath. 
British Columbia-THADDEUS R. SutOsTON, Camden. 
California-HENRY R. TAYLOR, Machias. 
Canada-SuMNER J. CHADBOURNE, Augusta. 
Colorado-FluNK E. SLEEPER, Sabattus. 
Cuba-E. HOWARD VOSE, Calais. 
Connecticut-AuSTIN D. KNIGHT, Hallowell. 
Delaware-AuGusTuS B. FARNHAM, Bangor. 
District of Columbia-STEPHEN BERRY, Portland. 
Florida-JoslAH H . DRUMMOND, Portland. 
Georgia- U H U ~~ 

Idaho-ALBRO E. CHASE, Portland. 
Illinois-JosEPH A. LOCKE, Portlanrt. 
Indiana-EDWIN F. DILLINGHHf, Bangor. 
Indian Territory-JosEPH M. HAYES, Bath. 
Kansas- ARcH IE LE~; TALBOT, Lewiston. 
Louis'iana-Josl AH H. DRUAUfOND, Portland. 
Manitoba-A. M. WETHERBEE, Warren. 
Mar1Jland-SAMuEL L. MII~U; R, Waldoboro. 
Michigan-FEss~;NDEN I. DA Y, LeWIston. 
Minnesota-JoHN B. RI<;DMAN, Ellsworth. 
Mississipp'i-CHA RLES I . COLLAMORE, Bangor. 
Missouri-DANmL P. BOYNTON, Monmouth. 
Montana-HENRY R. MILr~ETT, Gorham. 
Nebraska-EDwARD P. BURNHAM, Saco. 
Nevada-LEANDER M. KI<;NNISTON, Camden. 
New Brunswick-DENISON E. SI<;YMOUR, Calais. 
New Hampshire-HoWARD D . SMITH', Norway. 
New Jerse1J-JosIAH H. DRUAfMOND, Portland. 
New Mexico-MANLY G. TRASK, Bangor. 
New York-MA INu IS F. KIN G, Portland. 
New Zealand-H~;RB~; RT HARHIS, East Machias. 
North Carolina-WILLIAM R. G. E STES, Skowhegan. 
North Dakota-ALGERNON H. UOAK, Auburn. 
Nova Scotia-Jo~IAH H. DRUMMOND, P ortlanrt. 
Ohio-WILLIAM J. BURN,HA~[, L ewiston. 
Oregon-ERMoN D. EA STMAN, Portland. 
Peru-ALFRED S. KIMBALL, Norway. 
Prince Edward Island-JAMEs ADAM S, Bangor. 
Quebec-JOSIAH H. DRUMAIOND, Portland. 
Rhod.e Island-HORACE H. B URBANK, Saco. 
South Austral"ia-BENJAMlN A ~IIlS, Thorndike. 
South Carol"ina-SAMuEL G. DAVIS, D enmark, 
South Dakota-FHANcIS T . FA UL KNEH, Turner. 
Tasmania-WILFORD J. FISHER, Eastport. 
Tennessee-HuGH R . CHAPLIN, Bangor. 
Texas-JoslAll H. DRUMMOND, Portland . 
Utah-HIRAM CHASE, B elfast. 
Vermont-GEOHGE R. SHAW, Portlanrl. 
Victoria-GOODWIN R. WILEY, Bethel. 
Virginia-WIN~'IELD S. CHOATE, Augusta. 
West Virginia-ALBERT M. PENLEY, Auburn. 
Wisconsin-EDMUND B. MAU.ET, Freeport. 
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~O F ' FIe E RS -y---
OF THE 

GRAND~LODGE~ OF ~MAINEt 
FROM ITS ORGANIZATION TO 1899. 

-------------@-------------

GR.AND MASTER.S. 

Will iam King, 1820, '21. * 
Simon Green leaf, 1822, '23. * 

William Swan, 1824, '25.* 
Charles ]!'ox, 1826, '27.* 
Samuel Fessendell, 1~28, '29.* 

Hobert P . Dunlap, 1830, '31.* 
N athauie l Coffin, 1832-'34.* 
Henel W ashburn , 1835- 37.* 

Abn er H. T hompson, '38- '40.* 
H ezek iah Williams, 1841.* 

Thomas W . Smith, 1842- '44.* 
John T. Paine, 1845, '46.* 
Al!lxander H . Putn ey, '47, '48. ~ 

Joseph C. Stevens, 1849, '50. '*' 
John C. Humphreys, '51, '52.* 
F reeman Bradford, 1853.* 
Timothy Chase, 1854-.* 

John Mille r, 1855.* 
Jabez True, 1856.* 
Hobert P. Dunlap, 1857.* 

.. Deceased. 

Hiram Chase, 1858, '5!1. 
Josiah H. Drummond, '60- '62. 

Will ia m P. Preble, 1863- '65. 
Timothy J . Mu rray, 1866- '68. * 
John H . Ly ude, 1869- '71.* 
'Daviq Cargill, 1872- '74 . * 
Albert Moore, 1875, '76.* 
Edward P . Burnha m, '77, '78 . 

Charles 1. Collamore, 1879, '80. 
Ma rq ui s F. Kin g, 1881, '82. 
William R. G. Estes, 188:1, '84. 

F essenden 1. Day, 1885, '8G. 
Fmnk E. Slee per, 1887, '88. 
Albro E. Chase, 188!), '90. 
H enry R Tay lor, 189 1, '92. 
Horace H . Burbank , 1893, '94. 
Angustns B. F a mham , 1895, ' !)(;. 

.Toseph A. Locke, 1897, '98. 
Winfield S. Clloate, 1899. 
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DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS. 

Simon Greenleaf, 1820, '21.* 
William Swan, 1822, '23. * 

Charles Fcx, 1824, '25.* 
Samuel Fessenden, 1826, '27.* 

Peleg Sprague, 1828- '30.* 
Nathaniel Coffin, 1831.* 
Amos Nourse, 1832.* 

Reuel Washburn, 1833, '34.* 

David C. Magoun, 1835- '37.* 

William P. Preble, 1860-1862. 
John J. Bell, 1863.* 

TImothy J. Murray, 1864, '65. * 

John H. Lynde, 1866-'68.* 
Davia Cargill, 1869-'71.* 
Albert Moore, 1872-'74.* 

Edward P. Burnham, '75, '76. 
Charles 1. Collamore, 1877, '78. 

Marquis F. King, 1879, '80. 
Asaph R. Nichols, 1838-'43.* William R. G. Estes, 1881, '82. 
James L. Child, 1844.· Fessenden I. Day, 1883, '84. 

Asaph R. Nichols, 1845.* Frank E. Sleeper, 1885, '86. 
Elisha Harding, 1846.* Albro E. Chase, 1887, '88. 
Samuel L. Valentine, '47, '48.* Henry R. Taylor, 1889, '90. 

John C. Humphreys, '49, '50.* Horace H. Burbank, 1891, '92. 
Freeman Bradford, 1851, '52.* 
Timothy Chase, 1853.* 
J abez True, 1854, 1855. * 

Hiram Chase, 1856, '57. 
Josiah H. Drummond, '58, '59. 

Augustus B. Farnham, '93, '94. 
.J oseph A. Locke, 1895, '96. 
Winfield S. Choate~)897, '98. 
Alfred S. Kimball, 1899. 

SENIOR GRAND WARDENS. 

William Swan, 1820, 1821.* 
Charles Fox, 1822, 1823.* 

Freeman Bradford, 1849, '50.* 
Timothy Chase, 1851, 1852.* 

Samuel Fessenden, 1824, '25. * J abez True, 1853.* 
George Thacher, Jr., '26, '27. * Ezra B. French, 1854, 1855. * 
Robert P. Dunlap, 1828, '29. * Isaac Downing, 1856. * 
Amos Nourse, 1830, 1831.* William Allen, 1857.* 
John L. Megquier, 1832-'34.* Gustavus F. Sargent, 1858, '59. 

Joel Miller, 1835-'37. * John J. Bell, 1860, 1861.* 
Thomas W. Smith, 1838- '41.* David Bugbee, 1862. 
John T. Paine, 1842- 1844.* Edmund B. Hinkley, 1863.* 

Alexander H. Put)ley, '45, '46.* Francis L. Talbot, 1864, 1865.* 
John C. Humphreys, '47, '48.* David Cargill, 1866-1868.* 



Proceed£ngs of the [May, 

Thaddeus R. Simonton, '69,'70. Horace H. Burbank, 1887. 

Albert Moore, 1871.* Leander M. Kenniston, 1888. 
Edward P. Burnham, 1872- 74. Manly G. Trask, 188!). 
William O. Poor, 1875.* Daniel P. Boynton, 1890. 

Charles 1. Collamore, 1876. George R. Shaw, 1891. 
Marquis F. King, 1877, 1878. Augustus R. Faruham, 1892. 

Sumner J. Chadbourne, 1879. Joseph A. Locke, 1893. 
William R. G. Estes, 1880. Herbert Harris, 1894. 

John B. Redman, 1881. Winfield S. Choate, 1895. 
Arlington B. Marston, 1882.* 

William H. Smith, 1883.* . 

Frank E. Sleeper, 1884. 
Joseph M. Hayes, 1885. 
Albro E. Chase, 1886. 

Albert M. Penley, 1896. 

Alfred S. Kimball, 1897. 
ElllJer P. Spofford, 1898. 

'Villiam J. Burnham, 1899. 

JUNIOR GRAND WARDENS. 

Nathaniel Coffin, 1820, 1821. * William Kimball, 1855.* 

Josiah W. Mitchell, 1822. * 
Samuel Fessenden, 1823.* 

William Allen, 1856.* 

John Williams, 1857.* 

George Thacher, Jr., '24, '25. * Stephen B. Dockman, 1858. * 

RobertP. Dunlap, 1826, 1827.* Oliver Gerrish, 1859.* 

Amos Nourse, 1828, 1829.'*' Joseph Covell, 1860.* 

Reuben Nason, 1830, 1831.* 

David C. Magoun, 1832-'34.* 
Abner B. Thompson, '35-'37 .* 
Stephen Webber, 1838- '40.* 

Francis J. Day, 1861* 
T. K. Osgood, 1862.* 
:F. Loring Talbot, 1863.* 

John H. Lynde, 1864, 1865.* 

John T. Paine, 1841.* Thaddeus R. Simonton,'66-'68. 
Alexander H. Putney, '42-'44.* John "IV. Ballou, 1869, 1870. 

John C. Humphreys, '45, '46.* Henry H. Dickey, 1871.* 
Frye Hall, 1847.* William O. Poor, 1872-1874.* 
Joseph C. Stevens, 1848.* Charles 1. Collamol'e,:1875. 
Stephen Webber, 1849.* A. ·M. Wetherbee, 1876. 
Timothy Chase, 1850.* Sumner J. Chadbourne, '77, '78. 
Willi.am Somerby, 1851, '52.* Edwin Howard Vose, 1879. 

Thomas B. Johnston, '53, '54.* Archie L. Talbot, 1880. 
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Fessenden r. Day, 188l. 
Charles W. Haney, 1882.* 
Goodwin R. Wiley, 1883. 
Augustus Bailey, 1884. 
Henry R. Taylor, 1885. 
Benjamin Ames, 1886. 
Wilford J. Fisher, 1887. 
Samuel G. Davis, 1888. 
Algernon M. ROil.k, 1889. 
E. B. Mallet, Jr., 1890. 

Samnel L. Miller, 189l. 
Howard D. Smith, 1892. 
Wm. Freeman Lord, 1893. 
Gustavus H. Cargill, 1894. 
Moses Tait, 1895. 
Benjamin L. Hadley, 1896. 
Enoch O. Greenleaf, 1897. 
Millard M. Caswell, 1898. 
Franklin R. Redlon, 1899. 

GRAND TREASURERS. 

Joseph M. Gerrish, 1820-'30.* Moses Dodge, 1853-'79.* 
James B. Cahoon, 1831-'33.* William O. Fox, 1880- '82.* 
Benjamin Davis, 1834-'43.* Frederick Fox, 1883-1894.* 
Henry H . Boody, 1844-'52.* Marquis F. King, June, '94 '99. 

GRAND SECRETARIES. 

William Lord, 1820-'31.* 
Asaph R. Nichols, 1832-'35.* 
Philip C. Johnson, 1836-'44.* 
Charles Fox, 1845.* 

Charles B. Smith, 1846- '55.* 
Ira Berry, 1856- 1891.* . 
Stephen Berry, Sept., 1891- '99 . 



Lodges enrolled, . . .. . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . ... .. . .. .. 203 

extinct, . . ... . . ... . . .. . . . . . ... . . .. .. . . ..... . ................ R 

working, .... . ........ . .... .. ......... . ....... . .. . ......... 195 

under dispensation, .. .... ..... ... .. .. . .... .. . . . . . ... . . .. . .. . .. 0 

" chartered at communication 1899, . .... . ~ .. _ . .. ... . ....... ... ... 0 

represented at communication 1899, ............ . . ... . .. ...... 181 
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Grand Lodge Receipts, .......... . ................. . .......... $7,950. 34 

" Disbursements, .. .... ............. . .. . . ... .... . $7,104.02 

Amount of Charity Fund, . ...... .. .. .... ... .. .. ............... $33,649.4:3 
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254 
257 
263 

267 
270 
272 
27H 
282 
286 
287 

288 

We are glad to note the large number of instances in which Grand 

Masters have very earnestly urged the necessity of greater care in deciding 

upon the fitness of candidates for admission into our fraternity. The pestif. 

erollls doctrine recently a nnounced, that, in ballol,ing upon the petition of a 

candidate, the only question is whether he would be an agreeable associate 

mem bel' of our lodge, has called ant these statements of the trne doctrine 
and of the duty of the craft to "Guard well the outer door." 

The resolutions of this Grand Lodge have met with unexpected favor : it 

is true, that while on the one side, a few GrandlLodges have declined to modify 

their adhesion to t he rule of perpetual jurisdiction, and on the other hand, 

qu ite a number adhere to their go·as-you-please rule, a large number have 
appreciated the situation and been willing to modify their laws to secure the 

harmony of the craft. The chief point in the resolutions, so fa r as the· 

question of preventing dissensions is concerned, is the recognition of the 

status given to a rejected candidate by the law of the jurisdiction in which 

he is rejected, and this has met uuexpected favor. While we may believe 
that in ma,ny jurisdictions the time, during which the effect of a rejection 

continues, is too short for the good of the craft, still if the status of rejected 

candidates is respected, there can arise no dissensions between jurisdictions: 
This fact has been highly appreciated, and has had its infiuence with a ll who 

look to .he good of the craft universal, rather than to the possible interest 

of their particular jurisdiction. 

From the action of Grand Lodges in most cases, and from the expressed 

opinions of writers in others, we may safely put among ti!Jl. snpporters of 
the recognition of the status of rejected candidates, the Grand Lodges of 

Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connec

ticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, Maryland, 
South Carolina, Mississippi, Texas, Arkansas, Illinois, Michigan and Oregon. · 



@ ]\ppendix @ 

--------@--------

REPORT ON CORRESPONDENCE. 

~1899Y'-

-------------'@-------------

To the llf. W. Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the State oj 
Maine. 

The Comlllittee on Foreign Correspondence herewith fraternally submits 

its annual report. 

In order to commence the printing at an early date, we have not waited 

as long as usual for the receipt of the Proceedings that came earliest in 

alphabetical order. So that if the review of any Grand Lodge is not found 

in its place, it will probably be found near the close of report, and the num

ber of the page upon which it commences will be found in the alphabetical 

Jist of " Proceedings Heviewed " at the end of the report. 

JURISDICTION OF GRAND LODGES. 

We depart from our usual custom and in the beginning of our report, 

discnss one matter which would be postponed to our" Conclusion," but for 

Ollf opinion that it is desirable that the discussion of it should be in that 

portion of our report which is printed in advance of the communication of 

our Grand Lodge. . .,," 
We regret, beyond the power of words to eXl1/ress, that, while the bonds 

of fraternity the world over have generally been drawing closer and closer, 
a disturbance of the harmony of the craft, causeless and wicked, has been 

created by the Grand Loclge of Washington. This disturbance, however, is 
App. 20 G. L. 
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not likely to divide the craft elsewhere, but is in danger of dividing the craft 
in that State from the regular masons elsewhere throughout the world. 

The disturbanc,e has been caused by the formal denial by that Grand Lodge 
of the doctrin€t f exclusive territorial jurisdiction and the recognition of 
lodges and Grand Lodges, situate in the territory of other Grand Lodges, as 
lawful lodges and Grand Lodges, and the members of the obedience of tbose 
lodges and Grand Lodges as regular masons, despite the deci~ion of 
the recognized Grand Lodges in each cast', that sllch lodges and Grand 
Lodges are irregular and IInlawful and the members of their obedience clan
destine masons, masonic interccurse with wbom is forbidden by the land
marks of Masonry. 

The mistake of the Grand Lodge of Washington is all the more remarka
ble, as it is the result of the an tics of one man, not yet ten years a mason, 
for whom the utmost that masonic charity can say, is that while he has 
scarcely a superficial knowledge of the principles, laws and usages of mason
ry, he really thinks he knows them all, and holds tbat the founders of Masonry 
in America and of Ollr system of Graud Lodges and tbeir Sllccessors in tbe 
past, such as MOORE, MACKEY, LEWIS, MELI~EN, VA ux, FELl.OWS and 
others, went to their graves not only in ignorance, but with false views of the 
laws and usages of Masonry and especially those regulating the relatiolls of 
Grand Lodges to the whole body of the craft and to each other. We doubt 
whether there can be found in history another so signal illustration of the 
truth, that" a little learning is a dangerous thing." 

While the questions raised have long' ago been definitely decided, and 
while the responses to the action of tbe Grand Lodge of Washington have 
been and will be unanimous in condemnation of her action, yet for the in
,formation of those, to whom tbe past Proceedings of Grand Lodges are not 
accessible, we deem it important to restate the consensus of decisions and 
opinion in relation to the principles governing Grand Lodges in their rela
tions to the whole craft and in their relations to each other, 

Savages, ana only savages, hold to the law of force, and that they' owe no 
duties to others save wbat they voluntarily agree to perform, to be evidenced 
as to other tribes only by compact or treaty. Civilized peoples, who believe 
in God, the Father and Supreme Ruler of the Un iverse, concede that tbe laws 
of God are binding on them as individuals and as nations: that unoer the 
law of Goo, man owes duties to his brother man; and nations owe duties 
to other nations; this law tbe old writers on International Law termed 
"The Necessary Laws of Nations," in contradistinction to those laws made 
by treaty or compact. The laws first described nations do not make, but rec
ognize. If a nation refuses to recognize these laws, it merely puts itself 
outside the plle of civilized Illtions a nd into the company of savages and 
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is treated accordingly; other nations have no intercourse with it, but enforce 
their rights against it "at the cannon's mouth." 

That masons in their relation to others are governed by these laws, it 
ol'ght not to be necessary to state: and it is incredible that any mason would 
hold that masonic Grand Lodges, governing masonic nations, are not bound 
ill their relations with each other, to recognize the inherent rights of each to 
at least as great an extent as civil nations in their relations to each other. 

These principles and rules of superior law are rarely expressly recognized 
until an occasion for their practical application arises. The condition of 
masonic affairs throughout the masonic world was such, that no occasion 
for the express recognition of these principles arose till after the American 
Revolution, when the creation of a comparatively large number of new 
Grand Lodges soon raised the question of their relations to each other. It 
is true that the Grand Lodge of England had tacitly, but practically, recog
nized the law of exclusive territorial jurisdiction in the appointment of Pro
villcial Grand Masters and the creation of Provinci-al Grand Lodges, by giv
ing them certain territory and limiting the exercise of their powers to that 
territory, thus giving to each exclusive jurisdiction within its limit.q. 

The end of the American Revolution found several Bodies claiming to be 
Grand Lodges, and the numher was rapidly increased until there was one 
in nearly everyone of the original States, although it was not till after the 
Federal Constitution was framed, that Masonry emerged from its semi" 
chaotic condition. 

But the Provincial Grand Lodge in Massachusetts, holding under the 
Grand Lodge of Scotland, had already acted. Its Provincial Grand Master 
was killed at the battle of Bun ker Hill; and at a meeting called for the pur
pose by its own vote, the Provincial Grand Lodge -on March 8, 1777, as

sumed the powers and prerogatives of a Grand Lodge by electing a Grana 
Master and proceeding to grant charters and to exercise the powers of a 
Grand Lodge, an~ continued to do so ever afterwards. 

It recognized, from the first, the law of territorial jurisdiction. In 1779, 
it granted a charter for a traveling military lodge with authority to "make 
masons, pass and raise, in this State or in any of the United States of 
A merica where no other Grand Master presides, but in any other State 
where there is a Grand Master constituted by the Brethren of these United 
States, they are to inform him and receive his sanction." 

For some reason not stated, the Grand Lodge on June 10, 1782, appointed 
a committee, with PJ,:REZ MORTON as chairman, 

"To draught Hesolutions explanatory of the Powers and _A'lithority of 
this Grand Lodge respecting the extent and meaning of its jurisdiction, and 
of the exercise of any other Masonic Authorities within its jurisdiction." 

The committee rpported Dec. 6, 1782, and we quote the resolution upon 
the subject under discussion; the italics are ours: 
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"Resolved, That no Person or Persons ought or can, (consistently w'ith the 
rules oj Ancient Masonry and the Good Order of the Craft) use or Exercise 
the Powers or Prerogatives of an Ancient Grand MasLer, or Grand Lodge, 
to wit, to give Power to Erect Lodges of Ancient Masonry, Make Masons, 
appoint Sup~-i£ir or Grand Officers, Receive dues, or do any thing which 
belongs to the Powers or Prerogatives of An Ancient Grand Lodge within 
any parts of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, the Right full and Ap
propriated Limits to which the Authority of this Grand Lodge forever here
after Extends. " 

It will be noted that the statement that this action was a statute or a pro
posed compact is utterly erroneous; it is a declaration of r'ights inherent in 
the Grand Lodge, precisely as the Declaration of Independence was a dec
laration of inherent civil rights. 

In this connection, the address of JOSIAH BAHTLETT before the Grand 
Lodge, June 24, 1790, is excellent reading. 

Some brethren had doubts as to the power of the lodges to form a Grand 
Lodge, and a Convention of the lodges was called, and held May 26, 1785, 
at which twelve of the fourteen lodges were represented, and thirLeen reso
lutions were adopted, either ,unanimously or with only one dissenting vote, 
one of which was that unless the Grand Lodge was a "legal, constitutional 
Grand Lodge," there were but four legal lodges in the Commonwealth, and 
"all the others are spurious, AS DERIVED FROM A SPURIOUS ORIG

INAL." 
The Grand Lodge continued to enforce. its jurisdiction over all lodges in 

Massachusetts, which it recognized as regnlar lodges, until its union with 
St. John's Grand Lodge in 1792. 

The Grand Lodge of Virginia was formed by a convention of delegates of 
lodges, Oct. 13, 1778, and the following was then adopted: 

"It is the opinion of this convention, that it is agreeable to the Constitu
tion of Masonry, that all the regular chartered Lodges within this State 
should be subject to the Grand Mastcr of said State." 

On June 24, 1779, that Grand 'Lodge declared that llU lodge in the State 
ought to hold a charter from either of the Grand Lodges of England, Ire
land, Scotland, or elsewhere, and ordered every lodge to send up an attested 
copy of its charter. 

The principle in question was affirmed in the reply of the English Ancient 
Grand Lodge in 1792, to the communication of the Grand Lodge of Penn
sylvania, announcing its formation with exclusive masonic jurisdiction in 
that Commonwealth. 

Soon after the nnion of the two Grand Lodges, the Grand Lodge of Mas
sachusetts again expressly affirmed the inherent right of every Grand Lodge 
to jurisdiction over all lodges and masons in its tel'l'itory, and forbade 
masons of its obedience from holding masonic communication with any 
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others. This declaration was communicated to other Grand Lodges and the 
correctness of the declaration affirmed by several of them. 

From that time forward this doctrine was recognized, by all English speak
ing masons and masons practicing the York Rite. The Grand Lodges of 
England, Scotland and Ireland recognized and enforced the doctrine, each 
claiming exclusive jurisdiction in those respective countries, and jurisdic
tion, concurrent among themselves but exclusive as to all others, in the 
Dependencies of the British Crown, in which no "independent Grand Lodge 
exists. This was recently illustrated, when the Grand Lodge of Manitoba 
nndertook to create a lodge in Gibraltar: the Grand Lodge of England ob
jected and declined to recognize the new lodge; and the Grand Lodge of 
Manitoba receded from its position. 

In a word: for lDore than a century the Grand Lodges of the York Rite 
have stood together in recognizing the exclusive jurisdiction of every Gmnd 
Lodge in its own territory. 

There has been some disagreement as to some details. The Grand Lodge 
of England has held that when a new Grand Lodge is organized, regular 
lodges, previously chartered, have the right to continue under their parent 
Grand Lodge until they give in their adhesion, oj their own accord, to the 
new Grand Lodge. But in the recent recognition of the Grand Lodge of 
New Zealand, after a long and very heated debate by the opponents, it 
abandoned this position and fell into line with the other Grand Lodges. 

In another respect, the British Grand Lodges have not carried the doc
trine to its logical resnlt. 

The American Grand Lodges quite universally claim that as an applica. 
tion to be made a mason comes within masonic law, each Grand Lodge has 
exclusive jurisdiction over candidates resident in its own territory. Tbe 
British Grand Lodges practically deny this. Before the organization of the 
Grand Lodge of New Brunswick, lodges on the border received the applica
tions of residents of Maine and acted up0J.l them without the necessary con
sent. The then (1860) Grand Master addressed a communication to the 
Grand Lodge of England, ill which it was .argued at some length that the 
law of exclusive jurisdiction grows out of the very existence of a plurality 
of Grand Lodges, precisely as international law 'in respect to the same mat
ter grows out of the existence of civil nations. That Grand Lodge, under
standing (but erroneously) that the claim of our Grand Lodge extended to 
persons once resident here who had removed into another jurisdiction, de
cided against it. 

But we quote the resolution adopted by the Grand Lodge ol'England and 
comlDend it to the attention of those who suppose that the doctrine of exclu· 
sive juri~diction is only an American doctrine and binding only on the Grand 
Lodges which have adopt.ed it: 
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"That this Grand Lodge fully admits the Supreme Jurisdiction of , all 
regularly established Grand Lodges, within their respective territories, more 
especially in reference to the formation oj lod.ges or the making oj masons 
therein: but it fully concurs in the opinions expressed by the M. W. Grand 
Master; and thinkj,ug it undesirable to interfere with the privileges pos
sessed by private -todges, declines to depart from its ancient practice, which 
has hitherto prescribed no restriction in reference to the place of residence 
of Candidates who seek admission into the Order." 

In consequence, the Grand Lodge of Maine, holding that this was a viola
tion of the law binding upon all regular Grand Lodges, adopted the follow
iog resolution: 

"Resolved., That the Grand Master be authorized by the Grand Lodge of 
Maine to issue his edict declaring all masons hereafter made in violation of 
the principles we have laid down, and without the consent of the 'authorities 
within this jurisdiction, as irregular, and forbiddinrr all our lodges to receive 
or recognize them as masons." 

In passing, it is due to our Brethren "over the border" to say that the 
discussion satisfied them that they had been in error, and, thereafter, they 
cheerfully conformed to the correct doctrine, as has the Grand Lodge of 
New Brunswick since its organization, and, so far as we are informed, no 
complaint has arisen for nearly forty years. 

The communication to the Grand Lodge of England, to which we have 
referred, was discussed, either by the Committee on Correspondence or a 
Special Committee, in other Grand Lodges, and, without exception, the 
doctrine of the letter, that the law of jurisdiction rests upon inherent right, 
and not upon legislation, was most emphatically endorsed. 

The same doctrine has recently been stated as the law of masonry, in the 
Grand Lodge of England, by the Grand Registrar, who also comparen it to 
the International Law recognized by all civilized nations as binding upon 
them. 

It follows that Grand Lodges are not "Sovereign," in the sense in 
which some, at the present day, hold them to be; there are, at least, three 
kinds of limitations upon their lawful powers: 

I. Masonry expressly recognizes the laws of God as superior to all other 
laws, and the duties growing out of those laws as superior to all other duties; 
and Grand Lodges have no power to repeal 01' modify those laws or to re
lieve masons from the performauce of those duties. 

II. Every Grand Lodge is bound to respect the rights of every other 
Grand Lodge: and one of those rights is jurisdiction over all lodges and 
masons in its territory. 

III. The powers of Grand Lodges are limited by "the immutable land
marks of the craft." 

The violation of any of these limitations by any Grand Lodge puts it out-
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side the pale of regular Grand Lodges and deprives the members of its 
obedience of the right to masonic recognition. 

It is worth our while to recall certain other laws which some of our breth
ren seem inclined to forget. 

When masonry was reorganized in 1717 and the Grand Lodge system 
created, one of the fundamental laws then adopted was: _ 

" That the privilege of assembling as Masons, which has hitherto been 
unlimited, should be vested in certain lodges or assemblies of Masons con
vcned in certain places: and that every lodge to be hereafter convened, ex
cept the four old lodges at this time existing, should be legally authorized 
by a warrant from the Grand- Master for the time being, granted to certain 
individuals by petition, with the consent and approbation of the Grand 
Lodge in communication : and that without such warrant no lodge should 
hereafter be deemed regular or constUutional. " 

Again: by the Regulations approved by the Grand Lodge June 24, 1721, 

" If any set or number of Masons shall take upon themselves to form a 
lodge without the G. Master's warrant, the regular Lodges are not to COUIl
tenance them nor own thPlll as fair Brethren duly formed, nor approve of 
their acts and deeds: but must treat them as rebels until they shall humble 
themselves, as the Grand Master shall in his prudence direct, and until he 
approve of them by his warrant signified to the other lodges; as the custom 
is when a Hew lodge is to be registered in the Grand Lodge book." 

For more than hundred years every Master of a lodge in this country 
has, as a cond ition precedent to his installation, been required to promise, 
and has promised, on his honor as a mason, that he admits that 

"No new lodge shall be formed without permission of the Grand Lodge; 
and that no countenance be give!] to any irregular lodge or to any person 
clandestinely initiated therein, being contrary to the ancient charges of the 
order. 

"That no visitors shall be received into your lodge without due examina
tion and producing proper vouchers of their having been initiated in a regular 
lodge. " 

Moreover, every Grand Lodge is the exclusive and final judge of the regu
larity of any body, claiming to be a lodge of masons situate within its terri
tory: from its decision there is no appeal: by its determination of the case 
every Grand Lodge, every lodge and every mason -in the world is absolutely 
bound. No greater insult to a Grand Lodge can be offered than to disregard 
knowingly such a decision. 

The application of these principles to the case which gives- rise to this dis
cussion shows that the Grand Lodge of Washington has viohtten two im
portant masonic laws and given just grave offence to sister Grand Lodges, 
which it is impossible for them to overlook, until the gross wrong, which 
it has done, shall have been undone. -~,,,... 

1. It has gone to the lel!gth of deciding that a body situated in a sister 
jurisdiction is a regular lodge of masons, although the Grand Lodge of that 
jurisdiction has decided that it is irregular and clandestine. 
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2. It has recognized as regular Grand Lodges, Bodies situated within the 
territory of sister Grand Lodges, and thus given to them the greatest possi
ble insult. 

But the au:£.pr of that report, as his superficial knowledge usually lets 
him do, adds a luclicrous fe.!.ture. In many of the states there have been, 
and in some of them there now are, two Colored Grand Lodges, each claim
ing to be the regular one and denouncing the other as irregular: for they too 
hold to the doctrine that there can be but one regular Colored Grand Lodge 
in any state: now which of the two does the Grand Lodge of Washington 
recognize? Or dpes it recognize both? And thus afford the unique spec
tacle of a Grant! Lodge recognizing and trying to fraternize with three Grand 
Lodges in a single state, each of which declares the other to be clandestine, 
unless possibly each of the Colored Grand Lodges recognizes the White 
Grand Lodge as regular! 

Moreover, the Constitution of the Grand Lodge of Washington explicitly 
declares- < 

"This Grand Lodge has supreme jurisdiction over all matters of Ancient 
Craft Masonry within the territorial limits of the State of Washington." 

And yet, claiming all this for itself, it has made the blunder of undertak
ing to say that a body of men in another state is a regular lodge of masons, 
although the Grand Lodge of that state has decided that it is a clandestine 
lodge! But the worst of it is that the blunder is a gross violation of mawn[c 
law. 

This is enough to convince the Grand Lodge of Washington that it has 
suffered itself to become a "victim of misplaced confidence," and committed 
an egregious blunder, as well as a great wrong, and that it ought to make 
the amende honorable at the first possible opportunity. 

The worst of it is that there is no Colored Grand Lodge or lodge in that 
state, so that there was no real occasion or sufficient reason for this action; 
indeed, many believe that the first suggestion did not come from the two 
gentlemen involved in it, but that they were approached fil'st by the author 
of that report and induced by him to make the application; and that he did 
so in order to give him an opportunity to "spread himself, '.' This belief 
may do him injustice: bnt his career in his Grand Lodge has not been such 
as to inspire confidence in those who know him only from that, that such a 
course on his part is very improbable. 

While, as already stated, the unmasonic interference of the Grand Lodge 
of Washington with the most sacred rights of other Grand Lodges, is an un
answerable reason for rescinding its action, in addition its decision of the 
question at issue was utterly erroneous, as well as in conflict with the de
cision of the Body which had the rightful authority to decide it, and whose 
decision was a finality. Conceding for the sake of the argument, that when 
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the charter of African Lodge in BostDn was actually received, Masonry was 

in such a chaDtic cDndition in Massachusetts, that its organization was no 

invasiDn of the jurisdiction of a Graud Lodge, its existence was lawfully ter

minated so that its attempted resurrectiDn was \fholly illegal and unmasonic. 

On the whDle we cDnclude to give here extracts frDm a history of this 

ino.veruent, published in our report for 1876, based upon the original docu
ments published by the Colored Grand Lodges or their historians, the correct

ness of which history in no particular has ever been even challenged, to 

o.ur kno.wledge. 

"In 1775, prDbably on the sixth day Df March, Prince Hall and thirteen 
other cDlDre.l men recpived the degrees Df Masonry in a traveling lo.dge, at
tached to nne Df the regiments o.f the British army, then statio.ncd in BDstDn. 
Whether this was dDne to. enable these men to. fDrm a lo.dge Dr nDt, Dr why 
it was dDne, does not appear. But they at once cDmmenced meeting as a 
IDdge, withDut any authDrity . . It has been claimed that they had a dispen
satiDn. under wh ich they wDrked; but no. evidence Df this has been prD
duced; there is no. recDrd of such a dispensatiDn in LondDn, and it is very 
certain that the PrDvincial Grana Master did not grant any to. them." 

* * * * * * * * * 
"In 1784, an applicatiDn was sent to England fDr a charter ; in the ltltter 

of transmittal, dated March 1, 1784, Prince Hall says tbat the IDdge had 
been fDullded almDst e ight years, but that there had been, until then, no. 
oppDrtunity to apply for a warrant. The Grand LDdge Df England (Mod
ern) granted a charter fDr African. LDdge in the usual fDrm, September 29, 
1784; but it was nDt received, Dr the lodge Drga,nized under it, until 1787. 
Official dDcuments shnw that it continuM to wDrk and make returns to. the 
Grand LDdge until 1798, and there is little dDubt that it cDntinued to wDrk 
until the death Df Prince Hall, in 1807. In 1797, Pri)lce Hall granted a 
dispensatiDn for a lodge in Philadelphia, to. which a charter was afterwards 
issued, but whether by African Lodge Dr Prince Hall, we have no.t ascer
tained. It has been claimed that Prince Hall was' a Deputy Grand Master, 
with all the po.wers and autho.rity pertaining to. that o.ffice,' when he issued 
that dispensatio.n, and that he is!!ued it as such; but no.t Dnly is there no. 
evidence that he was a Deputy, but the evidence IS plenary that he was nDt; 
indeed, Dne writer bases the legality Df this Pennsylvania lodge upo.n the 
right o.f a IDdge to. charter Dther IDdges. Acco.rding to. a co.ntempo.raneDus 
do.cument, a po.rtio.n o.f the petitioners (at least) fo.r this dispensation were 
made maSDns in England, and o.ne o.r more in Ireland. One autho.ri ty 
(Wo.o.dlin) suppDses that Afr ican LDdge was then assuming to. act as a Grand 
LDdge, but no. o.ther, sO. far a&,. we can discDver, makes any such claim. 
So.o.n after, Prince Hall established anDther IDdge in PrDvidence, RhDde 
Island. In 1808, African LDdge and these two. lo.dges, established by itself , 
o.r by Prince Hall, Drganized a Grand LDdge at BDstDn. After 1808 there 
is a blank in the published histo.ry o.f African LDdge, and there is no. do.ubt 
that it became dormant, if nDt actually extinct. In January, 1824, a peti
tio.n was sent to. England, reciting the issuing o.f the o.ld .charter, and stating 
that it authDrized the co.nferring o.f Dnly three degrees, ana so.liciting the 
, renewal o.f o.ur charter,' to' autho.rize them to. co.nfer the seven degrees. 
This petition purpo.rts to' he s igned by the Master and Warderr!; and attested 
by the Secretary. They say : ,It is with regret we commun icate to YDU 
that, fro.m the decease of o.ur well-belo.ved brethren who. o.btained the war
rant, we have nDt been able for several years to transmit mDneys and hDld 
a regular co.mmunicatiDn; but as we are no.w permanently established to. 
VlDrk co.n fo.rmable to. Dur warrant ana Bo.o.k Df CDnstitutio.ns, we will send 
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the money as circumstances will admit, together with the money for a new 
warrant, should your Honorable Body think us worthy to receive the same.' 
'1'0 this petit ion no answer was returned, as the Grand Lodge of England, at 
the time of the union in 1813, had dropped African Lodge from its registry, 
and never afterwa~!is restored it. In 1827, getting no answer to their peti· 
lion, African Lodge published a Declaration of Independence. In this doc
ument it is stated that the original charter 'appears to have been confined 
exclnsively to the Africans and to certain conditions. Whether these COII
ditions have been complied with by our ancestors, we are unable to say; 
but we can add, that in consequence of the deceade of the above named 
Brother (Prince Hall), th e institution was for years unable to proceed, for 
want of one to contiuct its affairs agreeably to what is requ ired ill every 
regular and well-educated lodge of masons.' Not having heard from the 
Grand Lodge of England, it declared itself 'free and independent of any 
lodge from this day, and that we will not be tributary, or be governed by 
any lodge than that of our own.' How many years after Hall' s death the 
lodge was' unable to proceed,' we cannot ascertain; it was probably till 
about 1824; ami. whether the lodge was resuscitated by its old members, or 
by others, does not appear. Woodlin says, Nero Prince succeeded Prince 
Hall, but presided only one year; that the third Master was George Middle
ton; the next, Peter Louis; and the next, Samuel H. Moody; the latter : 
s igll ed the petition in 1824, above mentioned; he, also, according to Wood
lin, established Harmony Lodge, No.5, in Providence, in 1825, and Boyer 
Lodge, in New York, in 1826. John T. Hilton, a man of much ability, suc
ceeded Moody, and after him five others presided before 1836, when Hilton 
was re-elected, and held the office of Master until 1847, when, under bis 
lead, a National Grand Lodge was formed. Before 1847, he is sometimes 
styled' Master,' and sometimes' Grand Master'; in 1827, in the' Declara
tion of Independence,' he styled himself Master. From these acts of Afri
can Lodge in 1827, it seems that the' Grand Lodge formed in 1808 was ex
tinct, or had been forgotten, or that its authority was dellied, and we have 
1I0t ascertained when the idea of the independence of African Lodge was 
given up, or whether the' African Grand Lodge,' of which, in 1847, Hilton 
appears as Grand Master , is the Grand Lodge formed in Ul08, or African 
Lodge itself, or a new Grand Lodge." 

* * * * * * * * * 
"After the formation of the lodge in Philadelphia, in 1797, by Prince 

Hall, two others were formed there (we presume by African Grand Lodge 
at Boston), and on December 27, 1815, these three formed a Grand Lodge 
for Pennsylvania, under the title of 'The First Independent African Grand 
Lod ge of North America.' This title indicates that the Grand Louge at Bos-
ton was then understood to be extinct. In 1818, one of the subordinates of 
the Pennsylvania Grand Lodgl', and in 1828 another, were declared rebels ann 
were expelled. But they seem to have continued their work, for in 1833 
one of them claimed to have obtainl'd a charter from ~he Grand Lodge of 
Ohio, with authority to form enough more lodges to organize a Urand Lodge. 
It was claimed that $125. 00 was paid for this authorization, one-half by 
each longe. Of comse it was a forgery, but it is probable that t.he recipients 
of it were imposed upon, as they proceeded under it with apparently perfect 
confidence. Other 'lodges were formed, and on July 17, It\37, they organ
ized the Hiram Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania. Between these two Grand 
Bodies there was a bitter feud nntil1847, when John T. Hilton conceived the 
idea of uniting all the organizations under a National Grand Lodge. 

"On June 24,1847, the delegates of the three Grand Lodges (one in Massa
chusetts and two in P ennsylvania) and from Boyer Lodge in New York, 
met in Boston and formed ' The M. W. National Grand Lodge of Free and 
Accepted Ancient York Masons of Color, for the United States of North 



Correspondence-· jur£sdz'ct£on of G. Lodges. 307 

America and the Masonic. Jurisdiction thereunto belonging.' This Body 
was to meet once a year, but elect officers once in three years. It had power 
to grant warrants to State Grand Lodges, and no Grand Lodge could be rec
ognized that did not hold a warrant from it. 

"Thereupon the two Grand Lcuiges in Pennsylvania consolidated: a 
Grand Lodge was formed in New Jersey June 12, 1848, by four lodges, two 
holding under each of the lately rival Bodies in Philadelphia; also in 1848, 
Prince Hall Grand Lodge was formed in Massachusetts by four lodges; the 
United Grand Lodge in New York by six lodges; Union Grand Lodge of 
Maryland by three lodges; the Grand Lodge of Ohio; and the Union Grand 
Lodge of the District of Columbia; there were also one lodge in Hhode 
Island, one in Connfilcticut, one in Indiana, one in Louisiana, one in Vir· 
ginia, one in California, and two in Delaware; these were all the lodge or
ganizations then existing, and all under the jurisdiction of the National 
Grand Ludge . . 

"But trouble soon came: in 1849, at its annual session, it 'expelled' the 
Grand Lodge of New York, ·with three of its subordinates, and a new Grand 
Lodge was formed Oct. 13, ·184{1, with six lodges; but the old Grand Lodge 
continued as Independent; this was followed by a schism in Pennsylvania, 
and an Independent Grand Lodge was formed there: individuals and one 
'lodge in New Jersey were also expelled. 

"The National Grand Lodge, after. 1850, met triennially. We have seen 
its Proceedings for 1856, 1862, 18tJ5 and 1874. Those for 1856 give the or
ganization of three Grand Chapters, a Grand Encampment and a Supreme 
Council of the thirty-third degree. · Its Constitution (186fi) denounces all 
Colored Grand Lodges, and lodges not holding under it as spurious and 
clandestine. Since 1849 there has been a fierce contest bet weeP. the 'Na
tionals' and the 'Independents.' The former have been gradually losing 
ground, and although the.National Grand Lodge has quite a number of sub
ordinates, its days are nurnber(ld, unless some reaction shall set in to give it 
new strength." 

For the fnll report, see Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of Maine for 1876, 

pp. 179 to 187. 
The account of the expulsion of the Grand Lodge of New York, above 

mentioned, says that it was expelled for "nine thousand nine hundred and 
ninety--nine years, nine months and nine days." 

We find that at the tjme that report was written, there were two Grand 
Lodges in each of ten jurisdiction.s, each holding the other to be clandestine; 
but several, which had been under the authority of the National Grand 

Lodge, had repudiated it and joined the ranks of the " Inrlependents." 
The author of the Washington report says that Prince Hall, "from 1792 

till his death in 1807, exercised all the . functions of a Provincial Grand 
Master." Tkis statement is not true: the documents to which we have re
ferred show that it was not till 179i that he did any act that could possibly 
be said to be a function of .a Provincial Grand Master, and when he did that 
act, he did not pretend to be or claim to be, a Provincial Grand Master, and 
no document or record can be found in which Prince Hall ever claimed to be, 
or to act as, a Provinc·ial Grand Masf;er. This whole statement is a very 

recent invention, with no evidence whatever to ba,se it upon. 
If Prince Hall lodge was in active .. existence for some years after 1792, (as 
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it seems to have been), it must have known of the union of the two Grand 
Lodges that year and of the action of the United Grand Lodge soon after, 
declaring in effect that every lodge in Massachusetts, which did not give in 
its adhesion to the,.IJ;·and Lodge should be held to be an irregular and clan
destine lodge, and all masonic communication with it forbidden. It is true 
that St. Andrew's Lodge held out for some years, but all the while was 
treating with the Grand Lodge in relation to the matter, and finally yielded. 
But Princi' Hall Lodge made no offer or attempt to give in its adhesion, but 
kept on in utter disregard of the Grand Lodge, and thus became, by the 
decision of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, which alone had full juris
niction over the question, a clandestine lodge. The question raised in this 
controversy was then and there finally decided: and the Grand Lodge of 
Washington has no more power to reverse that decision than the Grand 
Lodge of Massachusetts has to reverse the action of the Grand Lodge of 
'Vashington in revoking the charter of a lodge in that State. 

Looking at the smrounding circumstances, we are justified in inferring 
that Prince Hall's action in creating new lodges was caused by the situation 
in which his evident determination not to come under the authority of the 
Grand Lodge had placed him. But let us do him justice: more honest than 
some of his recent historians, he never claimed that he acted under any au
thority from any Grand Lodge or Grand Master, but avowedly acted wholly 
upon his own authority or that of his lodge. 

The records of the Grand Lodge of England in those days are full and 
complete, and the Grand Secretary has stated that Prince Hall was never 
invested with the powers of Provincial Grand Masters, or any powers to 
create lodges. 

But it is said that white men have done the same thing that Prince Hall 
din, and their work has been universally accepted. This statement is not 
true. We have quoted the law showing the only methon by which an irreg
ular lodge can be made a lawful longe,' viz: by the warrant of the Grand 
Master, approved by the Grand Lodge having jurisdiction. Tn every case 
that has ever existed in the York Rite, in which an irregular lodge has been 
recognized, it has been" l'egularized" by the action oj the Grand Lodge hav
ing jurisdiction. For instance, St. Andrew's Lodge had proceeded very 
much as Prince Hall Lodge did before receiving its charter: and when ob
jection was made against it on that account, it frankly admitted the charge, 
but claimed that when the Grand Lodge constituted it under its charter, all 
those irregularities were healed-as they were. So when Prince Hall and 
his associates were constituted under their charter, all irregularities in their 
making was healed, if there were any. 

Bnt no Grand Lodge, lawfully existing and having jurisdiction, ever 
" regularized" the lodges which Prince Hall attempted to create, and they 
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were, and have remained, clandestine lodges; and their acts, whether in 
making masons, chartering lodges, organizing Grand Lodges or forming a 
~ational Grand Lodge, are masonically, absolutely void, ami will remain 80 

until they ~hall be legalized by the Grand L odge of the jtlrisdi~tion, save that 
the Grand Lndges and the National Grand Lodge never can be made regular. 

The precedents relied on by the author of the Washington Report utterly 
fail to establish his proposition. Here we note that the Arkansas Committee 
calls attention to the fact that he has garbled extracts from JOHN DOVE's 
history uf Masonry in Virginia, to the extent that if he had given the state
ments of Bro. DOVE as they are printed he would have proved the very op
posite of what he was trying to prove! 

The difference between the course pursued by Prince Hall and those who 
came after him, and that pursued in the other cases is a very wide one-as 
wide as between error and truth. The ultimate legal status of the lodges 
depends entirely upon the action of the Grand Lodge and not upon what hap
pened before that action, precisely as stated in the Old Regulation. 

For example, if one of these colored lodges were in existence in Washing
ton to-day and should ask to give in its adhesion tu the Gr. Lodge of Wash
ingtoD , and that Body should accept, and issue a charter to i t, that lodge 
would thereby become, as to all the worl(l, a regular lO'dge, but made so by 

the act of the Grand Lodge of Washington acting within the scope of its 
rightful jurisdiction: and on the other hand, if that Grand Lodge refused 
to "regularize" the lodge, all the other Grand Lodges in the world would 
be powerless to do HO. 

The point, that irregularities in the formative period of Grand Lodges 
cannot be precedents for disregarding irregularities after the system had be
come in full operation and its laws well fixed, is well taken, especially when 
it is remembered thai in all the former cases the irregnlarities were healed 
by competent power, in accordance with the Old Regulations, while in the 
latter case, they never have been. 

Our conclusion is the same as it was in 1876, when in discussing the prop
osition made ill the Grand Lodge of Ohio to recognize the Colored Grand 
Lodges, after giving the history of the organization of those bodies, we 
added: 

" From this history of these organizations, it will be seen at once that on ' 
no ground whatever can the Ohio proposition be sustained. 

" To recognize them as Independent Grand Lodges is the death of the 
doctrine of exclusive jurisdiction. If Ohio recognizes the African Grand 
Lodge, she must repeal the ban of non-intercourse wit9 .;Hamblirg and the 
Grand Orient of France, and recognize those Bodies in 'New York, New Jer
sey and Louisiana which she has for so m'l.ny years declared to be clandes
tine, ann the plan ting of which was a masouic offence of so grave a charac
ter that it put the perpetrators outside the pale of Masonry, in her judgment, 
as well as that of all her sisters. 
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" Again, it introduces into Masonry a distinction founded upon race and 
color, which is contrary to its fundamental principles. But it is said that a . 
distinction founded upon nationality has already been introduced, and that 
it is no more an innovation upon masonic usage and law to grant a charter 
to men of color, thil-n to grant one to Germans or Frenchmen. We have 
never believed it1-Yght to issue a charter with any stipulation as to the lan
guage in which the work is to be done; still, the granting of a ' charter to 
men of color, leaving them free to admit whom they please, and placing 
them under the same government as other lodges, is a very different thing 
from recognizing an African Grand Lodge, and thus saying: 'the whites will 
come with us, the blacks will go with you.' 

"No, the only terms upon which recognition can be granted, is the con
solidation of t.he two Grand Organiza,tiolls into one as the supreme authority 
over all the subordinates. If these orga"nizations are regular, or merely tech
Ilically illegal, they should be invited to unite and fuse with the while or
ganizations, as masonic history affords many precedents for doing. 

" But are they regular? Or are they merely technically irregular? Or 
are they 'essentially clandestine? If, in 1782. the doctrine of exclusive jnris
diction was law, as now held, the first lodge, the source of all the rest, was 
clandestine. But admitting that African Lodge was a regular lodge, was 
there a single other regular lodge established? The first was formed in 1797 
by Prince Hall, who had no other or greater anthority than that of Master 
of a lodge. It is trne that a.nciently, lodges were formed witbout any war
rant or charter; but in 1797, it had been the law of the GTand Lodge, under 
which African Lodge then held its charter and worked, for three-quarters 
of a century, that' if any set or number of masons shall take upon them
selves to form a lodge, without tbe Grand Master's warrant, the regular 
lodges are not to countenance them, nor own them as fair brethren duly 
formed, nor approve of their acts or deeds' (Eighth Old Regulation) . The 
lodge in Providence was formed in the same manner. These two, with Afri
can Lodge, formed a Grand Lodge in 1808. Uuder the Old Regulation, to 
which we have referred, these lodges and t.heir Grand Lodge were clandes
ti11 e; they were clandestine not merely under the masonic law as it now ex
ists, but under the law as it then existed, and had existed nearly a century. 
Upon a most thorough and careful examination, with an anxiety to arrive 
at the truth, hut with an earnest wish, which we do not hesitate to avow, 
that the irregularities in these organizations might be found to he of so purely 
technical a character that they might be healed by legislation, and the uni
versality of Masonry demonstrated in a signal manner, we can come to no 
other conclusion than that they are irregular and must be held to be clandes
tine. 

" But it is said that they maintain the saTlJe principles, have the same 
forms and ceremon ies, and practice the same Masonry that we practICe, and 
in the same manner in which we practice it, and why not then heal them, 
as as been done in other cases, in which the parties healed were held to lJe 
equally clandestine? To this (if it is ' trup) one answer is, they are not 
ready. Should we heal the' Nationals' or t.he 'Independents' \' Although 
there may be some ::States in which this question does not arise, yet no pol
icy must be adopted in this matter which is not a general one, and while 
there are two rival organizations they are not ready to present this ques
tion. 

"But beyond this there is another difficulty, which another generation 
will remove; many of the members of the colored lodges are not free bol'll. 
It is true that in 18]3, the Grand Lodge of England struck out' free born ' 
and inserted' free man.' But in America it is a landmark, that no one 
can be made a mason unless he is free born : there may be no reason what
ever why a free man, though not free born, may not be made a mason; but 
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that does not signify, as long as the Jaw is otherwise, and we cannot see 
hov; this difficulty can be removed save by time . . , 

But the course above suggested iS not, and has not been, satisfactory to 

the other parties interested. At the very outset, Prince Hall asked for and 

received a charter for colored masons by the name of "African Lodge" : 

there ill not the slightest evidence that he, or those with him, ever applied 

to any Grand Lodge in Massachusetts to come under its obedience; on the 

contrary, the circumstances show that Hall did not desire to amalgamate 
with the white masons bnt drew "the color line" himt1elf, and took meas

ures to maintain it, without making the slightest attempt to follow the ex

ample of St. Andrew's Lodge. We have been quite familiar w1th this 

matter for more than twenty-five years, having made it a point to collect 

and examine all the printed documents of these organizations, and if there 

has been, during all that time, a single intimation in favor of amalgamation 

with the rev,ular organizations, it has escaped our recollection; on the con
trary, recognition of their bodies as the peers of the others has been as

sumed to be the only basis upon which they would treat. 

This is emphasized by the fact that in the Dominion of Canada, where 

the old requirement that a candidate must be "free born" has been changed 

as in England, to "free man," and colored men have been admitted to reg

ular lodges, they have organized lodges and formed a Grand Lodge. 

We regret to find that some brethren, who evidently are ignorant of the 

facts, assume thai the real objection to recognizing these bodies is the color 

objection. The committee of the Grand Lodge of North Carolina show that 
this claim is utterly erroneous. The fact that in the numerous cases, in 

in which this doctrine has been applied, the parties were white, ought to 

satisfy these brethren that thoir zeal surpasses their knowledge. Also they 

should be told that in the Dominion of Canada colored men have been ha

bitually made in the regular lodges, and we have never• known a case in 
which one of these was refused the privilege of visitation on this side of the 

border. They have visited our Portland lodges and been received precisely 

as white visitors. Moreover, we have sat in a lodge in Boston with a col

ored brother made in that lodge. At the funeral of Bro. CHARLES W. 

MooRE, a colored mason was in the procession, marching with a Permanent 
Member of the Grand Lodge. The charge, therefore, that when the Grand 

Lodge of Massachusetts reviewed and decided this question in 1876, the 

question of color affected the decision, is so utterly baseless that no mason, 

knowing the facts, could have made it. 
Upon the principal question involved, the Grand Lodge of Maine, in the 

time of Fa&gMAN BRADFORD, spoke in terms that cannot be misunderstood; 

the following report, signed by him, was unanimously adopted by our 

Grand Lodge in 1873: 
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" The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, to whom the resolutions of 
the Grand Lodge of Louisiana were referred last year, ask leave to report: 

" That the principles enunciated in those resolutions are correct. The 
doctrine of exclusive Grand Lodge Sovereignty is no longer to be debated 
or questioneq.., .. "This Grand Lodge has already cut off masonic intercourse 
with Grand Bodies which practically deny the doctrine. 

"This remedy, however, has not availed in the cases of the Grand Orient 
of France and t.he Grand Lodge of Hamburgh, the latter of which seems de
termined to violate, on every opportunity, this wholesome law. In such a 
case they that are not with us, are against us. We recommend that this 
Grand Lodge endorse the resolutions of the Grand Lodge of Louisiana and 
declare that absolute necessity requires her to refuse masonic intercourse 
with all Grand Bodies, which violate the.law of exclusive jurisdiction, and 
all which, after due notice, continue to maintain masonic relations with the 
Grand Bodies thus offending." 

Since this report was written we have been informed that the author of 

the Washington report, in his correspondence with Grand Masters of other 

jurisdictions, claims that his Grand Lodge has not recognized the Colored 

Grand Lodges. This claim is so preposterous, that, positive as our infor

mation is, we have very grave doubts of the correctness of the information. 

Two men, each claiming to be made a mason in colored lodges, one chartered 

by one Colored Grand Lodge and the other, by another, applied to the Grand 

Lodge of Washington to be recogni;!:ed as regular masons. Their applica
tion was referred to a committee which reported in effect, that the petition

ers are regular masons, made in lawful lodges, chartered by regular Grand 

Lodges, claiming in direct line by regular succession from the Grand Lodge 

of England. 

Upon the recommendation of the committee the Grand Lodge adopted 

(among others) the following resolution, and ordered the Proceedings con

taining this report and resolution to be .sent to the petitioners as the response 
to their communication: 

"Resolved, That in view of recognized laws of the masonic institution, 
and of facts of history apparently well allthenticated and worthy of cre
dence, this Grand Lodge does not see its way clear to deny or question the 
r ight of its constituent lodges, or of the members thereof, to recognize as 
brotber masons, negroes who have been initiated in lodges which can trace 
their origin to Prince Hall Lodge, No. 459, organized under the warrant of 
our R. W. Brother Thomas Howard, Earl of Effingham, acting Grand Mas
ter, under the authority of H. H. H. Henry Frederick, Duke of Cumber
land, etc., Grand Master of the Most Ancient and Honorable Society of F. 
and A. Masons in England, bearing date September 29, A . L. 57S1, or to 
our R. W. Bro. Prince Hall, Master of sahl Lodge ; and, in the opinion of 
".his Grand Lodge, for the purpose of tracing ·such origin, the African Grand 
Lodge of Boston, organized in 1S0S-subsequently known as the Prince 
Hall Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, the first African Grand Lodge of North 
America in ami for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, organized in 1S15, 
and the Hiram Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, may justly be regarded as 
legitimate Masonic Grand I.odges." 

Comment is unnecessary! 

Lest it may be thought that we have not accorded to the author of this 
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whole trouble, due masonic courtesy, we will add that, as iu national af
fairs, the "safety of the Republic is the supreme law," so in Masonry, the 
harmony of the craft is its "strength and support": so that one who wil
fully disturbs it, commits the greatest of masonic offences. And when one, 
"who pretends to know," disturbs its harmony by promulgating false doc
trine, it is legitimate and necessary to ascertain what support his doctrines 
derive from his experience and learning: and when it appears, on investiga
tion, that he has neither, it is our duty, unpleasant as it is, to declare the 
fact. This case illustrates the adage that "sometimes a blunder is worse 
(in its effect) than a crime." 

AR.KANSAS, 1898. 

The Grand Master (J. B. BAKER) congratulates the craft that, in spite 
of business depression, the fraternity had maintained its general prosperity, 
attributing it in part to its not being "involved in the political and indus
trial questions which have agitated the public." 

We note that there has been a slight decrease in the total membership, 
but twenty-seven lodges made no returns. Whether, if there had been fu ll 
returns, the number would have held good, we are ~mabie to say, but we 
think there was a decrease in the lodges w~ich did make returns. 

We regret more than webave words to express, to learn that our good 
brother GJWRGE A. DANNELLY was unable to be present, owing to ill health. 
He st>nt a letter, and the Past Grand Masters present joined in presenting a 
resolution directing the Grand Secretary to telegraph our brother the sym
pathy of the Grand Lodge and its prayers that he may again be restored to 
health; in which we most earnestly join. 

He announces the action of the'Grand Lodge of l'eru in relation to the 
Bible and its rescission of that action, anrl in consequence he annulled the 
order which he had issued withdrawing fraternal intercourse. 

He had granted six dispensations for new lodges, but earnestly urges the 
Grand Lodge to examine each case carefully, for he was fearful they were 
creating too many lodges. 

He announced quite a large number of decisions, some of which were re
versed by the Grand Lodge. 

He decided that a brother, not resident in Arkansas, could not be received 
as a member of a lodge in that State, but the Grand Lodge reversed it. 

He decided (and the Grand Lodge sustained it) that w)len, before the 
result of a ballot is announced, a brother states in open lodge that he had 
cast a black ball through mistake, and thereupon anOther ballot is ordered, 
the first ballot goes for nothing; and if there is but one black ball ou the 

APP. 21 G. L. 
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second time of trying to ballot, the Master should order another ballot, as 
the law in that respect is the same as it is here in Maine. 

The question was presented as to what extent inquiry may be made of 
the Committee gj-J:ilvestigation as to the basis of their .report. The Grand 
Master decided as follows : 

"The lodge has the right to inquire of th e committee the authority· upon 
which they base their report or any part of it, but they have no auth ority 
to ask questions of the committee which would tend to reveal the individua l 
feelings or opinion of any member or members of the committee. " 

But the Grand Lodge qualified it so as to read as follows: 

"The committee may be inquired of for the purpose and to tlTe extent of 
showing the identity, business, etc., of the petitioner. But.the members of 
the committee must not be made witnesses of nor required to give the ir au
thority as to the facts in the case on which they base their report." 

We agree with th e Grand Lodge. 

The following decision was announced by hilll and approved by the Grand 

Lodge: 
,. Masonry is a moral institution, and seeks to elevate the morals of man

kind, and me~l who are in the saloon business, selling intoxicating liquors 
as a beverage, should not be received as Illembers. And those who .are nlelJl
bers should not be allowed t o retaiu their membership in the lodge if they 
engage in the business of selling intoxicatin g liquors as a beverage." 

Of course the Temple debt was a matter of great concern to the Grand 
Lodge, but it is hoped that such measures were taken as will give relief. 

We have already referred to the illness of Bro. DA NNE LLY, but we CO II

elude to quote the following from his letter: 
"Dear Brother-You will please inform tbe Grand M:ister a nd brethren 

of the Grand Lodge of Arkansas that it is with a heart full of sorrow and 
deep affliction I must inform tbem that I shall not be able to attend the Grand 
Lodge or any of the Grand Bodies of masons at tlleil' next sAssion, as I a m 
entirely helpless, and can neither stand nor walk a step without ass istance. 
and never expect to be able to meet with the Grand Bod ies again; but if we 
no more meet on earth, I hope that we shall meet whin'e parting is no more. 
Give my loving regards to all the brethren, and ask that I be remembered 
by them at the throne of heavenly grace, and know that a dear lover of 
Masonry has ceased to labor and will soon cease to live in this world of 
affliction. " 

Brother DANNELLY for a good many years has been a very active mason 
and really been one of the strong pillars of its support in that State. We 
met him once and we count events from that date. 

The Grand Secretary, FAY HEMPSTEAD, made a very full report, as usual, 
giving many items that are usually included in the address of the Grand 

Master. 
The receipts of the Grand Lodge the year before had enabled the Grand 

Secretary to pay over about one thousand dollars on the Temple debt, in addi
tion to which, nearly thirty-five hundred dollars ha.d heen raised by a special 



C orresp01uience-A rkansas. 

tax,' but a part of which was required to pay Temple expenses, so that about 
three thousand dollars was paid to reduce the principal and very " nearly 
wiped out tIle second mortgage. He estimates that the Temple expenses, in
cluning the repayment of borrowed money and interest, will amount to nearl.v 
three thousand dolhtrs for the coming year, but he seems very hopeful that 
the more ellergetic management of the matter, that has prevailed during the 
later years, will soon relieve them from the situation. 

He publishes a circular from the Grand Master of Ohio, naming the irreg
ular and clandestine lodges in that State and forhidding intercourse with 
them. We notice that the larger pa"rt of them are in a few of the larger 
cities, several in each. 

Six charters were granted to the lodges for which the Grand Master had 
issued dispensations. 

Upon the recommendation of the Committee on Correspondence, the 
National Grand Lodge of Sweden was recognized and its proposition for an 
exchange of fraternal representatives accepted. The same committee also 
presented a special report on the action of the Grand Lodge of Washington 
in recognizing the negro lodges. Having already discnssed this matter very 
fully, we only give the conclnsion to which they came, and that was, that 
non-intercourse be (leclared between the Grand Lodge, lodges, and their 
members and the Grand J,odge of Washington, its lodges and members. 
The report was printed in pamphlet form and sent out to other Grand Lodges, 
a copy of which we received in advance and had it before us when we were 
preparing the part of our report relating to this subject. 

The Grand Orator, EDGAR F. BRYANT, delivered a long historical address 
in relation to Masonry, of a good deal of interest, as it brings within the 
reach of many readers, extracts from works which are comparatively rare 
and which otherwise would not come within their reach. While we do not 
agree with him in some details, yet we are glad to find so excellent a histori
cal artir.Je in these Proceedings. 

Th e Committee on Appeals and Grievances had a large number of matters 
before it, some of them pertaining to things which ought not to .have been 
made the subject of a masonic trial at all. But we are gratified to find that 
the committee do not look with favor upon mere technical defects, showing 
tlutt there is a re-action against the intense technicality that has been gain
ing gronnd in masonic trials within the past few years. 

The attention of the Grand Lodge was calle. I to the report that certain 
delegates to the Grann Lodge had entered the hall in a state of intoxication, 
and a committee" were appointed to investigate the same and-'";eport. They 
reported that in one case a brother appeared in the Grand Lodge "beastly 
drunk," and that at the very time he was lying in an adjoining hall so drunk 
that he "does not know where he is nor who he is." Ailother case was 

, 
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reported in which a brother was intoxicated, but to II less degree. There
upon the following resolution was adopted: 

"Resolved, That the lodges to which these brethren belong are hereby 
directed and-i'llquired to at once severally charge and discipline these breth
ren for this grave offence: and that said lodges report to the Grand Master 
their action in the cases. " 

We greatly regret that the Grand Lodge did not itself a t once pass upon 
this insult to its dignity and authority committed in its very presence. If 

the guilty ones had been expelled by the Grand Lodge right on the spot, we 
venture to say that the effect of it would be very much better than it was to 
send the cases to the lodges alld await their action. The power of the 
Grand Lodge to protect itself should be exercised when necessary. 

By a special resolution, all the Past Grand Masters were made mem bers 
of the Committee on Masonic Law and Usage, with the provision that three 
of them should constitute a quorum. There is a little danger that in so 
large a committee (18) the old maxim of "What is everybody's business is 
nobody's business," may have to be applied hereafter. 

The Report on Correspondence (175 pp.) was presented by Bro. SA)!. H . 

DAVIDSON, and it is an Elxceedingly able and interesting one. Bro. DAVID-
80N has prepared reports heretofore and gained much reputation thereby, 
and this one fully justifies it. -He writes a good deal of il, giving a very 

. full abstract of the Proceedings. His comments are in many cases brief 
expressions of assent or dissent, and sometimes we are a litLle at a ioss to 
determine whether he is giving his own views or those of others. ]n some 
cases his statement of the substance of what is said cont.ains sOluething of a 

reply to it. 
In his review of Maine, he gives his views in relation to the granting of 

dispensations which are not in accordance with our own, and his statement 
of the consequences are not in accord with our experience in relation to the 

same matters. 

In respect to one decision of Grand Master LOCKE, he says: 
" In answer to the question, 'should t.he dues of a deceased brother be 

paid from his estate, if sufficient to do so?' Grand Master Locke answers 
in the affirmative, but says that their collection ought never to be enforced 
by law. No, nor should they ever be demanded of the personal represent· 
.atives or heirs. In life, as masons we are obligated to befriend and relieve 
-every brother who shall need our assistance, to the extent of our ability, 
and we should contribute to the lodge funds and charity fund for this pur
pose, but when death claims us these obligations must cease." 

We confess that this view is a new one to us, but it deserves very serious 

consideration. 

In relation to the Temple debt he says: 
" We have the sympathy of Brother Drummond, and we know it is sin 

cere, on the barden of oar Temple debt. We will say to him, however, that 
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the brethren did not give up their mileage and per diem, and they ought 
not. The mileage and per diem system as carried out by our Grand Lodge 
is very popular, and there are good reasonR for its popularity; bllt for the 
fact that a portion of the expenses of delegates is borne by the Grand Lodge, 
our representation would be very small, especially during the stringent 
times through which we are passing. The fact that the people of Arkansas 
are practically all engaged in agriculture, and that the average product of 
crops per acre is of greater value than in any other State of the South or 
West, save one, does not countervail the fact that many of our best masons, 
leading brethren, whose services ill the councils of the craft caunot be dis
pensed with, are aged men whose capac ity for earning money is lost or 
greatly decreased, and who could illy affcrd to attend if required to pay 
their own expenses. Hence the necessity for keeping up the mileage and 
per diem system." 

He misunderstands us. We are not opposed to the "mileage and per 
diem system," but we believe that in most Slates it is an absolute necessity. 
It is for the welfare of the whole craft that all the lodges shall be represent
ed in the communications of the Grand Lodge, and the burden of it ought 

to be borne by tbe whole craft, so that the remote lodges shall not have a 
hea.vier burden in this respect than those situated near the place of meeting 
of the Grand Lodge. We have always· advocated it and insisted npon it 

very strenuously, and have always opposed the proposition, wbich is fre
quently made, tbat the representatives of any lodge should not be allowed 
a gre.ater mileage and per (i"iem than the amount of dues paid by that lodge . 
But what we intended to express was our high appreciation of tbe idea of 
brethren voluntarily giving up their mileage and per diem for the sake of 
the payment of the Temple debt. This is the same as any other sacrifice, 
which a brother makes for a common good, and commendable accordingly. 

There was a proposition that the Grand Lodge should hold biennial 

sessions until the debt was paid, but of this he saYll: 
"Speaking of the proposition to hold biennial sessions of the Grand Lodge 

until the Temple debt is paid, he says that such a course would be a much 
less evil than to be overwhelmed continually with a heavy debt, and in ad
dition lose the Temple. We have a hope that the Grand Lodge at its next 
session may see its way clear to temporarily suspend the payment of mile
age and per diem, at least until the debt can be controlled." 

We too most earnestly hope that this may be avoided. A few Grand 
Lodges, however, have been compelled to adopt it temporarily, but have 

very soon come back to the system of annual sessions. We regard the mat
ter as a choice of two evils, and there may be circumstances in which 
biennial sessions may be the less of the two, but we trust that our Arkansas 

brethren will be able to avoid both ev ils. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA, 1898. 

A special cvmmunication was held to dedicate a new Masonic Temple in 
Vancouver City, which was made an occasion of much interest. 
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The Grand Master, Rev. E. D. McLAREN, in his address at the annual 
communication says: 

"It affords me the deepest gratification to be able to report that during 
the past year the lJ.tmost harmony has prevailed throughout this masonic 
jurisdiction. It1Jas been my good fortune to have had no occasion to exer
cise any of the powers and prerogatives with which the Grand Master is 
clothed for the settlement of masonic strife and the punishment of un
masonic conduct. I am exceedingly thankful that my year of office has been, 
to such an unusual degree, a year of peace and brotherly love. " 

He had visited eighteen of the twenty· four lodges, and his report shows 
that, as a rule, they were in a very good condition. 

In one instance, in which two lodges existed in the same place, there had 
some difficulty arisen between them so that one lodge left the hall where 
the other met. But he visited both lodges and through his influence the 
trouble was healed, and both lodges now meet in the same hall. 

lIe had a peculiar experience at one lodge. He was obliged to appear be
fore a "Board of Trial" to be examined as to whether he should be adm itted 
or not. Of this, he says : 

" The examining committee felt considerable relnctance abont subjecting 
the Grand Master to an examinatiou: but as there was no other course opeu, 
they discharged their dnty faithfully. As some of you may be feeling ap
prehensive as to the r:esult, let me at once relieve your anxiety by inform
ing you that I managed to pass a satisfactory examination, and was there
npon duly admitted to the lodge, where the brethren received me with the 

. utmost cordiality." 

·We do not agree as to the necessity of his submitting to the examination . 
It might be necessary to identify himself as Grand Master, but it would be 
a curious state of things. if the Grand Master, on an official visit to a lodge, 

could be excluded because there was no one present who could, or would, 
vouch for him as being a mason. However, under the circumstances, per
haps it was the best course to take. 

The Deputy Grand Master is required by the constitution to make a report 
and he gives an account of his visitation of the lodges, some of them ill com
pany with the Grand Master and · others by himself, aud we judge that every 
lodge, with possibly one or two exceptions, was visited by one or the other 
or both of these officers during the year. 

In one case he had occasion to point out to the lodge the existence of the 

lack of perfect harmony and a want of interest on the part of the principal 
officers, whereby the" tone of the lodge seemf'd to be much reducer!." He 
arranged also to have the Grand Secretary instruct the officers in the per
formance of their duty, aud subsequent accounts showed that the· lodge had 
recovered and was on the highway to prosperity. 

He visited one lodge for the express purpose of censuring it for failure to 
observe certain requirements of the constitution. But they gave him a C01'-
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dial welcome, and promised better t,hings for the future. They had utterly 
neglected the examination of candidates in the Master's degree, but at his 
suggestion they undertook to remedy the defect as far as possible. He had 
a very pleasant visit. It fact, the visits of both the Grand Officers were im
partial, and they commended where commendation was deserved, but did 
not hesitate to point out defects and cali attention to the duties of the officers 
amI members, and we ha ve no doubt that theRe visits have already produced 
an excellent effec t upon t he lodges a nd the craft. 

The Grand Sccretary reports that there has been a general prosperity, 
there having been it loss in only four lodges. One made a gain in spite of 
the loss of eighteen members whose business had called upon them to leave 
the jnrisdiction. He also speaks highly of the returns of the lodges. 

The District Deputies made fu ll reports, which show that these officers 
had been faithful and energetic. One of them rela tes a circumstance as 
probably unique in the annals of Masonry. The Master of a certain lodge, 
wi thout ' any warning, absented himself from the lodge and wrote tha t his 

religious convictions would prevent him ill the future from ever taking part 
in any masoni c ceremony. The Deputy advised that no steps be t aken in 
the matter except to treat him as laboring under some mentalltffiiction or 
aberration, and that the Junior Past Master perform the duties of the office. 
This plan was adopted and carried out with success, but not without 
some dissatisfaction, and the Deputy suggests that, as the Master' s term of 
office had then expired and his successor had been choseu and installed, he 
could be dealt with by the lodge as circllmstances might require. 

This case was often paralleled in the old anti-masonic times and has been 
in a few instances s ince; but we hold thn.t if a man's religious convictions ab
solu tely forbid his continuing to a ttend masonic ceremonies, he should be 
quietly permitted to retire and should not be disc iplined . The precise course 
to be taken in such cases has not been fully settled; but we protest most 
earnestly, that if a man conscient iously believes that his m<tsouic duties inter
fe re witb the duties he owes to God, he shall not be punished for taking the 
course which his conscience calls upo n him to take. 

One of the Deputies says: 
" I regret to note that the Masonry which has come under my observa

tion is, in some instances, fast degenerating into a mere mechanical rout ine. 
Some of the brethren have sunk into a lethargy. At times they are a little 
roused, by the initiation, passing or raising of a cand idate, but it is only 
momentary. On the reguhLr night of meeting a few of the faithful wil l 
assemble, read and adopt the minntes, transact some routine business and 
close. This is varied from t.ime by the introduction of degree work. 
You will see mall Y examples of th e following: A newly mad(Ol·' ·tfi ason, eager 
fo r truth and light , will attend every meeting and participat e in every 
ceremony, for perhaps, six months. You will then Ilot ice his occasional 
absence, and fi li a lly, be ceases to attend . Tbe reason of this is not far to 
seek. He imagines himself a mason, but knows nothing of its principles 
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or teachings. He tires of the routine. It has become monotonous. The 
novelty has worn off, and with it his interest, which was created and 
sustained by that novelty, ceases. The remedy for this is masonic edu
cation. The brethren must be taught to read, study and think for them
selves, until such time as each and everyone can give a reason for the faith 
that is in him. 4.,man's interest in a subject can invariably be measured by 
his knowledge of it. Increase the knowledge and you will have a propor
tionate increase of interest." 

And we think it will be found that the same state of facts exists in almost 
every Grand Jurisdiction to a certain extent and that really it is the cause 
of the falling off of interest: and we commend this most earnestly to the al
ten tion of the brethren and especially to the officers of lodges. 

The proceedings were entirely of a routine character. We note, however, 
that a proposition was made to amend the constitution, that if the report of 
the Investigating Committee be unfavorable, the candidate should be de
clared rejected without a ballot, but th at if the report be favorable, the can
didate shall be balloted for and declared elected unless two black balls ap
pear in the box. 

We hope that this Grand Lodge will not adopt either branch of the pro
posed amendment. The records of the lodge are Iiahle to be read by pro
fanes. In these records, the names of members of the committee are stated, 
and if this amendment is adopted, in all such cases the name of the person 
who rejected the candidate will be on perpetual record ; and as to the second 
bral:ch, we hope that the old doctrine of unanimity will still be insisted upon . 

As usual, the Grand Chaplain delivered an address which is published in 
the Proceedings. It is interesting and exceedingly appropriate for the 
occasion. 

The Report on Correspondence (199 pp.) was presented by Bro. W. A 
DEWOLF SMITH, chairman of the committee. It is an excellent abstract of 
the proceedings of the Grand Lodges reviewed, with comments generally 
brief, but always pertinent. 

He objects to the decisions that a person while under suspension should 
be charged with dues, that any exception on the ground of jurisdiction 
should be made in favor of officers or soldiers, sea faring men, or ministers 
of the gospel. 

He says that in British Columbia they have no such thing as adislllissal 
certificate for an E. A. or an F. C., bnt if one should remove from the juris
diction of the lodge, it may request the lodge where the candidate resides to 
confer the remaining degrees for it, the candidate remaining the mat.erial of 
the lodge which initiated him. This is less dangerous than the practice pre
vailing in some Grand Jurisdictions, that the lodge may request any lodge 
anywhere, to confer the other degrees, and apparently by a majority vote, 

whereby the right of objection is practically abolished in that particular 
case. 
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He dissents, also, from the practice · in some jurisdictions that a Grand 
Master shall remain in office but one year, saying most earnestly: 

" We believe that when a Grana Lodge has a capabl~ Grand Master,. it is 
serving its own interests and conferring dignity on the craft by keeping him 
in office as long as he will consent to ac.t." 

Of the Wisconsin proposition, he says: 

" We were taugllt, and alwa.v~ believed, tlui.t the right to masonic. relief 
did not exisl.; t.hat such relief was free and measured only by the necessi ty of 
the case and the ability oj the donor. To say that a Master Mason is entitled 
to relief from the funds of the lodge, or that he is a special charge on the lodge, 
is to put the matter on an entirely different footing, and places Masonry in 
the same category as those benefit societies where a member, so long as he 
pays his dues, has a right to claim rp,~.ief from the lodge." 

He devotes four pages to the review of Maine, giving an exceedingly fine 
abstract of the more important proceedings. 

Of the District Deputy Grand Masters, he says: 
"The District Deputy Grand ~asters in Maine appear to resemble more 

closely anI' Canadian District Deputy Grand Masters than do those of any 
other American Grand Lodge wit.h which we are acquainted . They are 
twenty-five in number, and, almost without except.ion, they appear to have 
labored earnestly in the work. Their reports are very full, and give a 
favorable idea of the status of Masonry in the state." 

He criticises our approval of the decision of the Grand Master of Alabama 
in relation to allowing a re-ballot in a case in which a brother stated that 
he cast a black ball and stated his reason for it, and it appeared that the 
reason was founded upon an errol' of fac t; and says: 

" Is not this liable to open the door to grave abuses, Brother Drummond ? 
Is it not to be conceived that an unscrupulous brother (and there are some) 
might declare a black ball which he had not cast? And how' could he be 
contradicted without a further disclosure of the ballot? We believe the 
only safe rule to be that which absolutely prohibits any disclosure of the 
ballot. " 

We entirely agree with what he S;LYS and have so stated it in a subsequent 
report, and yet we hold that if it does legally appear beyond question, that 
there was a mistake in the ballot, the Grand Master should have the power 
to allow a new ballot to be taken. As we have already said, it is difficult to 
conceive of a case in which it could legally appear, however, and we refer 
our brother to our discussion of this question in our report for 1898. 

Referriug to our criticism of the practire in Delaware that a War~en can
not confer the degrees unless he is a Past Master, but may call a Past Master 
to the chair for that purpose, he adds: 

" We suppose, Bro. Drummond, that in the case you mention an unfortu
nate lodge, which has not a good supply of Past Masters to fall back upon, 
must forego the conferring of degrees until such time as a new Master is 
elected. " 
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He says that we are in error in a statement which included his Grand 

Lodge, that in the absence of the Master and Wardens the Junior Past 
Master may open the lodge and preside, saying: 

" A lodge may be.~opened on the authority of the Master, or of the Senior 
Warden if he be al'lsent, or of the Jllnior Warden in case of the absence of 
both, 'but on no pretence without such authority." 

We do not quite understand this; does it mean that the Master may give 

"authority" to anyone he pleases to open the lodge, or in his absence, and 
that of the Wardens, that the Junior Warden may do so? See ante, p. 319. 

Referring to the Maine proposition in relation to rejected candidates, he 

says: 

" While the legislation of our own Grand Lodge has limited the effect of 
a rejection to one year, we believe, ourselves, that a 10llger time would be 
preferable. Instances have arisen under our own observation, where a per
son rejected by a lodge removed for a time to a jurisdiction where he was 
not so well known and where he was made a mason, and on return ing to 
the place of rejection claimed the right to, and did, visit the lodge there." 

There are many other things of i}1terest in this report, but we are unable 

to notice them, but desire to congratulate the Grand Lodge of British Col

umbia, that it has adopted the practice of IllOst other American jurisdictions 

in regard to these reports, and upon its splend id success in carrying it out. 

CALIFORNIA, 1898. 

The Grand Master (THOMAS FLINT, JR.) says: 

"It is with great pleasure that I am enfl.blen to report to you the contin
ued prosperity of the craft within this jurisdiction. Notwithstanding the 
financial depression that has prevailed throughout the gL'eater part of th e 
Stfl.te, the increase in membership has been unusually lfl.rge, The net gain 
in membership for the year is 734, which has been exceeded but fOllr times 
in the entire history of this Grand Lodge, Peace aud prosperity hfl.ve pre
vailed within our borders, and our relations with sister jurisd ictions have 
been pleasant fl.nd harmonious." 

He announces th e dea th of Bro, JA~II':S OOLESIJY, who had J:)een for over 

thirty years Grand Tyler, and who '· was perhap3 as well known to the 

masons of California as any other bruther in the State, and wherever 
known greatly beloved. 

Grand Master Fr~IN'r gives a concise statement of his ' official action and 
decisions, 

We note that; by one of them, a dimit of each brother signing an applica

tion for a new lodge, must accompany the petition, As we have formerly 

stated, we do not believe that this ought to be required, hecause practically 

it severs the membership, and, if no charter is granted, leaves the petitioners 
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all unaffiliated masons, who get back to their longes only by a unanimous 

vote. 
He decided, also, that a brother, who is refused advancement, is entitlell 

to know the fact, and, when there is an investigation, the result of that in

vestigation. 
It was decided that charges may be withdrawn previous to the commence

ment of trial, but not otherwise. This undoubtedly rests on local law, but 

we believe that the law ought to be changed. In a matter that is prosecuted 

for the welfare-of the craft, one single man ought not to have the power to 

withdraw the charges, at any rate, without the consent of the lodge and for 

good reasons given. 
It was further decided that money given as charity cannot be charged to 

the account of the brother as money du~ from him to the lodge. This is in 

accordance with masonic law, but is in conflict with the doctrine held by 

California as 'to money given in charity to members of other lodges. 

The Committee on Jurisprudence held that every member of the lodge 

has a right to vote on any proposition submitted to vote in the lodge, al

though Lhey agree as a matter of propriety that a petitioner for a new lodge 

ought not to vote on the endorHement of the petition. But we (10 not see 
how this question can arise practically, as long as they require the dimit to 

accompany the petition. 
The Grand Master announced that the Masonic Widows' and Orphans' 

Home had been completed and was to be dedicated at that communication. 

This was done, to the great satisfaction of the Gr'lnd Lodge. 
We quote the following from his address, as of special interest at this 

time: 
"The recent acquisition by the United States of the Hawaiian Islands has 

added, in a certain sense, to the responsibilities of this Grand Lodge. The 
two lodges «hartered by this Grand Body have thus become nearer and 
dearer to us, and a territory has been opened that, to a certain degree, may 
be considered. our own, in a masonic sense. While the several lodges situ
ated in Hawaii have derived their charters from different Grand Jurisdic
tions, it would seem to be for the best interests of Freemasonry that they 
be, if possible, comprised within the same jurisdiction, and from the fact 
that the Grand Lodge of California is nearer than any other Grand Lodge; 
and from the further fact that our masonic relations are, and must be, in 
the future brought nearer and closer, it would appear that the most natural 
affiliation of the lodges situated in Hawaii should be with the Grand Lodge 
of California. We are not unmindful of the fact that the territory of 
Hawaii is a concurrent one, and that the lodges heretofore chartered have 
been so chartered in a regular manner, nor would we in any way seek to 
infringe upon the jurisdiction of any other regular Grand Lodge; but the 
nearness of Hawaii to this jurisdiction, the close relations th.\\ ... must here
after exist between our peoples and the fraternal friendship that has in the 
past been a source of pleasure to us both1 would seem to indicate that a 
closer union would be advisable. I therefore recommend that the subject 
of a closer union-of the lodges in Hawaii with those of this jurisdiction be 
referred to the Committee on Jurisprudence, and that said committee report 
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to this Grand Lodge at this communication such recommendations as they 
may think proper under the circumstances." 

Grand Secretary JOHNSON, as usnal, submits a very fnll report, giving in 

detail an accouI].~ .~of the dispensatiol!s gnmted and the various matters 
which have been put in his hands to come before the Grand Lodge. Among 

other papers, he prints a letter from several Past Masters of lodges at HOll

olulu cautioning the brethren upon going to that place with the expectation 

that employment could be obtained, stating that already the supply was a 

good deal beyond the demand, and especially that the medical, dental and 

law professions have been more than overcrowded. 

He also gives an interesting letter from a committee of ladies belonging 
to tb e Eastern Star who attended to the wants of the soldiers at Camp 

Merritt. The Grand Lodge arranged to supply very many necessary articles 

of clothing and comfort, and these ladies carried it onto We quote the clos

ing paragraphs of their report: 

" Permit ns to say that the Grand Lodge, through its tent at Camp Mer
ritt, was a blessing to the Boys in Blue, many homes being gladdened by 
the letters which were sent throllgh its agency. 

"It would have been very gratifying to the members of the Grand Lodge 
could they have seen the sense of appreciation of kindness shown by the 
Boys ill Blne, many of whom, with bearts fired with patriotism, had left 
cOlufortable homes and good business positions to take up at'ms in defense 
of their country, but who were left, alas! for months to live in the sands 
and fogs of Camp Merritt. 

"As ye have done it unto one of the least of these, ye have done it unto 
me. " 

The variolls Boards of Relief presented their reports, showing their action 

in detnil and also the amount of expenditures for brethren, &c., from other 

jnrisdictions and the amount refunded during five years. During the past 

year the San Francisco Board of Relief expended thirty-one do IJ ars in four 

cases from Maine, and show an expenditure during the past five years of 

two hundred and fifty-one dollars in nine cases from Maine, one hundred 

amI thirty-six dollars of which had been refunded. 
The Board at Los Angeles had paid out during the past year ten dollars 

in one case from Maine which is all that they report as paid during the past 

five years. Other Boards report nothing paid during the past year to cases 

from Maine, but the Board at San Diego reports that since it came into ex

istence it has paid nine hundred and seventy ·two dollars and sixty two cents 

in a case arising in Maine from Aurora Lodge. No details are given and 

this is all that we know about it, and the Sacramento Lodge reports four

teen dollars paid out for brethren from Maine during the past five years. 
The exercises at the dedication of the Home are given in full, and, as al

ready stated, the occasion was a decidedly interesting one. A history of 

the Home is given by the Orator on that occasion and it is well worth the 

examination of all interested in this class of masonic charities. 
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Of course a very large amount of routine business WftS transftcten, among 

whicb we note the consolidation of lodges in two cases. 

Upon a full report from the Committee on Jurisprudence, the Gran Dieta 

of Mexico was recognized. Bro. A J, EXAIWER K. Cr>NEY, Counsel Geneml 

at the City of San Francisco, had been selected by the Gran Dieta as its 

r epresentative and he submitted vftrious documents to the Grand Longe. A 

history of the ftction of the Grann Lodge of California is given, in which it 

is said: 

"It seems to he an uncontradicted bct that the Grand Dieta was organ
ized in 1890; that it then bad unner its obedience seveuteen of the Grand 
Lodges and three hundred and twenty subordinate lodges of the Republic of 
Mexico; that it had adopted a constitution; that it had also adopted a decrre 
or order prohibiting any subordinate lodge under its jurisdiction or obedience 
from conferring the so-called Scottish Rite degrees in Masonry." 

The committee take up the objections that bave been made and dispose 

of them in order. The main point upon which we bave wanted information 

is covered by the following: 

" It should be here also stated that there are now two hundred and forty
six masonic lodges in tbe Republic of Mexico, under the jurisdiction of the 
Gran Dieta Symholica, seventeen of these lodges being sustained by Ameri
can citizens and conducted in the English language. 

" That all tbe lodges confer the three degrees of Masonry under the' York 
nite. ' 

. And the comm ittee concluJe as follows: 

" :Finally, there seems to be no reason why the warmest fraternal rela
tions should not be maintained bptween the two Grand Lodges. When this 
is done, it will promote masonic intercourse in both jurisdictionR. It will 
unite by fraternal fellowship, the people of the two great North American 
Repuhlics, and tbus benefit both. It will tend to remove national prejudice, 
and will build up and maintain business and social intercourse; thet'efore, 
be it 

"Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of California recognizes the Gran Dieta 
Symbolica de los Estados Unidos Mexicanos as tbe only existing regular 
symbolic masonic Grand Lodge of the Republic of Mexico, and as a just 
and legally formed Grand Lodge, and cordially accepts its proposftl for the 
establishment of friendly relations and an interchange of representatives." 

The report was concurred in and the resolution adopted. We will, how

ever, add that it appears from this report tbat fourteen of the Grand Lodges 

of the Un ited States had previously taken similar action. We have hesi

tftted in this lllfttter in order to ascertain sometb ing ftbout the number of 

lodges in the obedience of this Grand Body. W e think the information in 

this report is reliable and that the time has come when our own Grand 

Lodge may safely act in the matter. 

The Committee 011 Jurisprudence was considerably occupied with the mat

ter of dues and the questiohs growing out of it, and some five pages of the 

report ate devoted to this subject , but we find nothing of general interest 
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in it, beyond the statement that it is in the line of extending the peculiar 

policy of that Grand Lodge in this malter. 

The Committee Oil Grievances had considerable before them, but we are 

pleased to know j,nat tbey were able to sustain tbe proceedings of the lodges 

and did not have cause to send tbem back for retrial on technical grounds. 

The Grand Orator, EDWARD SPAULDING LIPPITT, delivered a very beauti

ful address to which, however, we must simply refer our readers. 
In one trial, npon a charge that a brother Master Mason made an assault 

upon another, the accused pleaded that he did not know that the accuser 
was a lIlason and set out matters showing justification and extenuating cir

cumstances, but the Master of the lodge, upon objection by the counsel for 
the accuser, excluded the test'imony. In this connection, the committee 

well say: 

"There seems to be a growing tendency in maRonic trials where parties 
are r~presented by attorneys to strictly apply the rules of r.ivillaw to evidence 
produced before the Commission. This is wrong; the Master has no right 
to exclude any testimony-the accuser should have every opportunity to 
present evidence to the Commission iu his defense, and the Commission 
should judge its competency. The testimony offered by the accused in this 
case should have been received by the Commission." 

The decision of the lodge was reversed and the case sent back for a new 

trial. 

Other matters are presented, but we have not space to notice them. 
One case of decided intere~t came before the Grand Lodge. A member 

of a Hawaii lodge (chartered by the Grand Lodge of California, but located 

at Honolulu) was in the leper colony. He had a wife residing in California, 

for whom Humboldt Lodge ha4 contributed one hundred dollars, but the 

lodge of which the brother was a member, had declined to assist, alleging 

that it was unable to do so, and thereupon the Grand Lodge re·imbursed 
HhUlboldt Lodge for the money which it had paid, and set apart one hundred 

and twenty dollars to be paid in monthly instalments, provided that if the 

wife should be admitted to the Home, the payment shoultl cease. 

The Grand Lodge decided that the life membership of a member of a 

lodge, that had gone out of existence, has precisely the same status as any 

other dimitted mason, on the ground that his life membership was a special 

contract between himself and the lodge, and ceased when the lodge ceased 

to exist, and that if he affiliates with another lodge, he must pay dues the 

same as any other member. This is a new question, but we see no ground 
for reaching any other conclusion. 

There were quite a number of decisions in reference to dimitted masons, 
but they depend entirely upon local law. 

In relatiun to Army Lodges, the' committee report as foll!:lws, and their 
report was adopted. 
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" We commend tho discretion of the Grand Master in refusing to issue 
special dispensations for thp organization of army lodges. An army lodge 
is an anomaly in Masonry. Its meetings are held at any place where the 
exigencies of the military service may cause a temporary encampment. If 
held in our own country, such meetings are necessarily an invasion of the 
juri~diction of other regularly constituted lodges. During the clash of battle 
in our late civil war, it somQtimes happened that army lodges, with their 
charters and records, were swept from existence, and the unfortunate mem
bers of such lodges were thus deprived of membership, without dimits or 
other records to show that t.hey had received the degrees of Masonry in. a 
regularly chart~red masonic lodge. We recommend that this Grand Lodge 
condemn, with unqualified disapprobation, every effort, from any source, 
to revive the perniciolls practice of issuing dispensations for tbe organiza· 
tion of any lodges of such a character. 

"Our Grand Master has wisely suggested that the time may speedily co rne 
when it shall become our duty, as well as our privilege, to grant authority 
for the organization of masonic lodges in the Phillippine Islands. We shall 
rejoice in the con~ummation of events that lead up to so desirable and im· 
portant an event in our history, confident that the wise discretion and sou nd 
judgment of our Grand Master will enable him to sol ve the problems as may 
thus confront him in such a manner as to reflect credit upon himself and to 
redound to the honor -and prosperity of our beloved Fraternity-." 

The first paragraph is in accordance with teachings which have preva il ed 

in Maine for more than thirty years, and the second paragraph was wise in 

leaving the matter to be decided when the questi<>n shall arise upon the c ir

cumstances as then existing. 
Questions in regard to the status of -the Hawaiian -lodge were presented 

and referred to the Committee on Jurisprudence. The main question, how

ever, was in regard to the status of other lodges or bodies claiming to be 

lodges, in one of which it requires three black balls to reject, and which 

also admits candidates physically disqualified under the laws of thbUrand 

Lodge of California. 

The intimation is that possibly an effort would be made to form a new 

Grand Lodge. The committee did not have time to make a report, and 

recommeuded that the matter be referred to their successors to prepare a 
statement of thp.ir answers at the earliest ' practicabje date, and that such 

answers be submitted to the Grand Master, and if approved by him that 

they be forwarded to the brethren in Hawaii as the ruling and edict of this 
Grand Lodge. As we find nothing further in this matter in tbese Proceed

ings, we assume that the report had not been prepared and submitted at 

the time of their publication. We shall look with great interest for this re

port, hoping to get a full statement of facts in relation to the existence of 

the lodges in those is lands. 

The Report on Correspondence (137 pp.) was pr~sented, as l.'~e;:etofore, by 

Bro. WILLIAM ~. DAVIES. He gives his usual carefully prepared abstract 

of the proceedings, the result of much patient labor, and we are pleased to 

find that he has added to the value of the report by giving more frequently 

his own personal views. 
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In relation to calling on the Gl'and Master for information, he says: 

, , We would not for a moment question the right of a Master to ask of the 
Grand Master advice upon any legitimate masonic subject, but there is such 
a thing as makin CT a foolish inquiry that no 'gentleman found worthy by the 
voice of his bret~en to be chosen Master of a lodge of Freemasoqs would 
for a moment entertain.' No legislation, howeyer plain, and no expression, 
however clear, can forestall the questioner, Some make inqniries simply 
in order to hold correspondence with the Grand Master, and others ask be
cause no printed lawaI' regulation is 'so satisfactory to them as the personal 
assurance 'of the Grand Master. So let the hrethren ask and be enlightened; 
that's what Grand Masters are for." 

We agree. Of course, sometimes such an inquiry will develop the fact 
tnat the inquirer is writing not from a good motive, but for one of personal 
vanity or something of that kind. These ' cases are usually to be distin
guished aud the Grand Master can treat them accordingly. But the desire 
to write the Grand Master for information shows at least that the writer 
takes ~ome interest in the matter and anything that creates or increases in
terest in the polity of Freemasonry should be encouraged, even if at times 
it is a little annoying. 

He believes that it it is desirable in case of masonic elections, to require 
a ballot of the members individually instead of cpllectively, adding: 'there
by avoiding the possible dissatisfaction which results in a lack of intercst 
in everything pertaining to Masonry. ". I 

He gives the action of the Grand Lodge of England in relation to the Peru 
matter, and while it is probable that we may find it in the l'roceedings of 
that Grand Lodge, yet to make sure, we copy it in full from this report. 
The Grand Secretary presented a message from the Grand Master as follows: 

.. It having been made to appcar to the satisfaction of the Most, Worship
ful Grand Master that the Grand Lodge of Peru has decreed the removal of 

. the Volume of the Sacred Law from the altars of all lodges under its juris
diction, substituting therefor the Constitution of the Grand Lodge of Peru, 
and replacing the word' Bible' in the Hitual, by the words, 'of tbe Grand 
Constitution of the Grand Lodge of Peru'; and, further, I,hat the said 
Grand Lodge bas 1I0t only refused to reconsider its decision in authorizing 
such decree, but requires obedience thereto, from the several lodges under 
its jurisdiction . 

.. His Boyal Highness is of opinion that recognition of the Granel Lodge 
of Peru as a maRonic body ought no longer to be accorded, until that body 
shall have returned La its observance of the ancient landmarks, and there
fore desires that the sense of Grand Lodge shall be taken on the following 
resolutions: 

"1st Resolution. That this Grand Lodge views with profound regret the 
step taken by the Grand Lodge of Peru, in ordering the removal of the Vol· 
ullIe of the Sacred Law from the altars, and in" prohibiting all mention of 
the Bible in the ceremonies of lodges under its jurisdict,ion. 

" 2d. Resolution. That so long as the Grand Lodge of Peru, or the lodges 
holding thereunder, require or authorize the holding of lodge meetings from 
which the Volume of the Sacreq ,Law is absent, or in the ceremonies of 

, which no mention of the Bible is made, they cannot be recognized a.s true 
and lawful masonic lo~es or bodies. 
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" 3d Resolution. That this Grand Lodge requests that His Royal High
ness the Most Worshipful Grand Master will be pleased to take such steps 
for giving- effect to the foregoing resolutions as he may consider consistent 
owith the honor of this Grand Lodge ; and to take such further steps, if any, 
as he may deem desirable for the recognition of those brethren in Peru who 
determine to abide by the ancient landmarks of the Order. 

"4th Resolution. That this Grand J,odge hereby reaffirms ami again 
pl~~oCes on record the Resolution adopted by Grand Lodge on the sixth day 
of March, 1878, as follows: 

"That in view of the foregoing Resolutions, the Worshipful Masters of 
all lodges holding under the Grand Lodge of England be directed not to ad
mit any foreign brother as a Visitor, unless-

" 1st. He is duly vouched for, or unless his certificate shows that he has 
been initiated according to the ancient rites and ceremonies in a lodge pro
fessing belief in T. G. A. 0. T. U., and 

"2d. Not unle~s he himself shall acknowledge that this belief is an es
sential landmark of the Order. 

"5th Resolution. That a copy of the foregoing resolutions be transmitted 
to the Grand Lodges of Scotland and Ireland, to each Grand Lodge with 
which this Grand Lodge is in communication, and to the Worshipful Mas
ters of all lodges holding unrler the Grand Lodge of England, each of whom 
is hereby instructed to cause these resolutions to be read at the first meet
ing of his lodge after the receipt thereof, an'd to direct that they shall be 
entered on the Minutes." 

After a spirited debate, the resolutions were unanimously adopted. 
We give this space to this subject because the action of the Grand Lcidge 

of England in relation to such a matter carries great weight with it. 
Hill review of Maine is full, as usual. His personal allusion to us is very 

gratifying, because we know that he never speaks for the sake of compli
ment. 

He quotes the Maine resolutions concerning rejections, saying that he 
observes an awakening interest in the matter which he trusts will grow into 
united action and uniform legislation upon the subject, and he adds what 
is apparently not the law of California, but which we have always believed 
would be the practical application of the law in that jurisdiction, and we 
are glad to have our belief confirmed: 

"We assure Bro. Drummond that there is no doubt of the position of the 
Grand Lodge of California on the direct question of the 'recognition of the 
status given to a rejected candidate by the law of the jurisdiction in which 
he is rejected.' The spirit of comity that should exist between Grand 
Lodges of Masons is strong enough in California to warrant the belief that 
non-essentials will always be sacrificed in the interest of the harmony of the 
whole. We reg4rd the declaration quoted by Bro. Drummond as a long 
step towards making 'practical ' the theoretical doctrine of which we so 
often boast, the 'Universality of Maso11ry.'" 

In connection with the question of charity and the assistance that the 
widow of a dead brother from Maine received, he says: 

"We also think, Bro. Drummonrl, a system that accomplishes the desired 
purpose relieves the distress as effectually as though within the jurisdiction 
of his own kindred and brethren, worthy of more than the attention given 
it by the Grand Master of Maine." 

APP. 22 G. L. 
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If he will turn to the correspondence, we think he will find that there was 
no such lack of courtesy on the part of the Grand Master of Maine as this 
quotation seems to imply. 

He is gratified ttt~our reproduction of his sketch of ])r. PI;REZ SNELl" and 
regrets greatly that he had not "intruded upon th e retiring privacy of the 
last decade of his life and learned more of his life experience." We, too, . 
greatly regret it, for since we wrote what we did, we have received from 
him a small photograph of Bro. SNEL'L, and we are hoping to make it the 
basis of a more extended account of his life. 

Referring to the Wisconsin plan, he says: 
"The Grand Lodge of California is in full accord with the Grand Lodge 

of Wisconsin in tbe declaration' that it is the duty of each lodge to take 
care of its own members in distress wherever they may be. In case of its 
inability so to do, this duty dev.olves on the Grand Lodge from which it 
holds its charter, it being understood that in no case is the lodge furnishing 
relief and asking re-imbursement to go beyond actual necessities without 
express authority from the re-imbursing body.' " 

* * * * * * * * * 
"Some of our brethren of other jurisdictions tell us, 'true, you relieve 

the distress of a member of our family, but you were bound by your tenure 
to do that, and to do it without hope or expectation of reward or re-imburse
ment, and to do it so unostentatiously and quietly that even the left hand 
should not be advised of the kindly act done by the right.' That kind of 
instruction sounds well, but it is not, under the-circumstances, at all satis
factory, because we have a very distinct belief that every masonic fam ily 
ought to exercise some care over all its members and make some provisi(m 
to protect and care for such as need care and protection. 

"We do not think that the whole duty of a lodge consists in making 
masons and using them so long as they are healthy and strong, and turning 
them adrift when by sickness or misfortnne they are no longer able to care for 
themselves. Cases have been brought to our attention where a lodge has fur
nished to one of its own members, who was sick and poor and absolutely need
ed assistance to provide the necessaries of life, funds sufficient to transport him 
to another jurisdiction, and then left him to the care of strangers. A lodge is 
an organized society, and we insist that one of the first and most important 
purposes of its organ ization is that it shall protect and relieve its own mem
bers when they need protection or relief, and that, except under extraordinary 
circumstances, it is false to its trust whell it fails to do its duty in that re
gard, and that when another lodge in the same or another Grand Jurisdic
tion has furnished such relief, it may properly and of right, present its claim 
for re-imbursement. 

" We regret exceedingly to note the slow progress of the just and equi
table regulations proposed by the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin, and known as 
the' Wisconsin Plan.' They have been vigorously attacked by a minority, 
and the majority of Grand Lodges seem to pass them as not demanding 
early consideratIOn. vVe hope the Wisconsin Plan may yet receive the at
tention it merits." 

Our brother loses sight entirely of what we hold to be the correct princi
ple of masonic charity. The Wisconsin proposition is that a lodge is bound 
to maintain and support, whatever may be its own financial condition, one 
of its members that is not able to support himself, and if the lodge is unable 



Correspondence-Californ£a. 331 

to do that, it is the duty of the Grand Lodge to tax the other lodges in the 

jurisdiction to make it up. It is true that the brethren in Wisconsin have 
added to their propositition that the aid given to a brother shall not extend 

beyonrl his " actu;~l necessities" without the permission of his lodge. This 
is upon its face utterly meaningless, because that is all that is expected at 
any time. It is the 11 actual necessities " that we are talking about and act
ing about. It has never been intimated, so far as we know, that there is 
any obligation on a mason to assist another to the luxuries of life. 

Returning to the main question involved, the obligation to support a 
brother absolutely unable to support himself, finds no warrant in the law of 

or usages of Masonry. The duty to " help, aid and assist a distressed 
brother," so far as it can be done by his brethren, does not mean and can
not be made to mean an absolute duty to support a distres;;ed brother with
out regard to the circumstances of those whose duty it is to aid him. 

We have always held that while assisting a member of another lodge gives 
no absolute claim upon anybody for re-imbursement, yet when the parties, 
who have done it, if they had been in the place of those who do it, are able 
to refund in part or the the whole, masonic courtesy would cause them to 
do so. It is precisely as in the case of an individual brother who receives 
assistance in that way. He is under no masonic obligation to refund, but if 
he should ever become able to do so, we should expect that he would re
fuml or at least offer to. But the masonic law and duty nowhere require a 
lodge or a Grand Lodge to tax its members beyond their ability, to pay for 
the support of a brother member. 

His statement that cases have been brought to his attention where a lodge 
fnrnisherl a needy brother funds sufficient to transport him to another juris
diction anrl then left him to the care of strangers, surprises us and he must 
pardon us for believing that he has been misinformed. Any lodge in this 
section of the country that would do that, would have its charter revoked 
the instant such a transaction was known to the Grand Lodge. If such a 
case has happened, it must have happened among those jurisdictions which 
hold to the Wisconsin rloctrine, for there is no motive for it in the other 
jurisdictions. 

As to his last paragraph, it will uot be until the fundamental principle of 
masonic charity is abrogated that the Wjsconsin plan will command the 
support of the fraternity and when it does, we had better take down our 
masonic sign and put up the real name-" Benefit Society." 

Referring to the question of rejection of candidates, Bro. DAVIES says: 
"Of Bro. Drummond's attempt to bring the Representatives of the Fra

ternity in the various American Jurisdictions to respect each other's rights 
by the recognition of the status given to a rejected candidate by the law of 
the jurisdiction in which he was rejected, known as the 1 Maine Resolutions,' 
the outlook is fair for the adoption of the principle and an agreement upon 
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a period that will make entire harmony possible, and thuR remove the great
est existing obstacle to universal Masonry. 

"The proposition is stead ily gaining ground and masonic approval, and 
as the forsh adowed results are realized this grand idea will reflect more than 
Grand Honors upan its distinguished promoter." 

We cannot appropriate to ourself the last portion of the last paragraph. 
We believe the plan is gaining favor on its own merits as brethren come to 
understand the ~uestion Involved. 

CANADA, 1898. 

Before the Grand Lodge opened the representatives of the city welcomed 
it to Toronto, and the Grand Master made a suitable response. After the 
Grand Lodge' was opened the representatives of the Toronto lodges also, by 
their committee, welcomed th e Grand Lodge to that city. The clmirman of 
the committee, who was Master of King Solomon' s Lodge, recalled the fact 
that that lodge was the first to recognize publicly the first Grand Master of 
the Grand Lodgc oi Canada after the organization of th at Body. 

But an exceedingly interesting incident of the meeting was the presence 
of the Grand Mast er of Michigan with his Grand Officers, who were most 
heartily welcomed ; in response, Bro. LODGE, Deputy Grand Master, suit
ably acknowledged the welcome and presented the Grand Lodge with a 

gavel, as a souvenir of their visit. 

He referred to public events, saying: 
"Henceforth, Americans and Englishmen, the world over, are brothers 

with no difference or shadow of contention between them, and we appear at 
your altar to-day, not only brothers by the sacred ties of Masonry, but also 
brothers by the strong ties of kinship and country and blood." 

And the description of the gavel which was presented also has a peculiar 
significance. It is so interesting that we quote the foll owing: 

"Its head is made of Michigan Oak; its handle was a part of the boat 
hook belonging to the gig of Capt. Sigsbee, of the U. S. S. Maine, and was 
last used by the captain himself when his boat han bronght him from his 
wrecked ship to to the steamer City of Washington, in Havana bay. He 
extended it to Mr. Sigmund Rothschild, of Detroit, Mich., who was 0 11 

board the City of Washington , and who assisted him aboard that vessel. As 
a token of his appreciation, Captain Sigsbee presented the boat hook to Mr. 
Rothschild, who kindly gave a portion of it to us. 

"The head of the gavel is bound at either end wi th portions of the brass 
railing of the wrecked vessel. One band IS appropriately engraved with the 
pine needles and cones of the Michigan forest,~, while, upon the other band, 
are engraved the maple leaves of Canada. Upon olle side of the head has 
been wrought, in Michigan silver and copper, the coat of arms of the Wol
verine State. Upon the other side is a beaut ifully chased representation of 
the maple leaf and the cousin-german of the wolverin e, the beaver, the sym
bol of your own province. 

"Upon the handle are the American and English flags joined, while upon 
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the top is a s ilver band, upon which have been engraved these words, 'Pre
sented by the officers of the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of 
the State of Michigan, U. S. A., to the Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and 
Accepted Masons of Canada, in the Province of Ontario, with fraternal 
greetings and best wishes, July 20, A. D. 1898, A. I .. 5898." 

We also add the closing paragraphs: 

" We have thns endeavored to symbolize the present nearness of Ameri
can and English interests and aspirations. The craft which we honor, and 
which honors us, has already taught mankind, in every clime, that neither 
country, sect, nor opinion should separate hUlllan hearts. but that the only 
aristocracy we shoulo. recognize is the a ristocracy of brain and of heart. 
The spirit of the age is tending towards the breaking down of national bar
riers; the teachings of our fraternity that 'A man's a man for a' that,' 
whatever his nationali ty, are rapidly spread ing outside the craft; the rest
less logic of events is rapio.ly drawing -the two greatest nations of the earth 
closer together; and we hope that this in ternational fraternal visit of our~ 
and this small token of our regard, with its intermingling of national sym
bols, may prefigure the speedy corning of the timo when our two national 
anthems, 'America' and' Goo. Save the Queen,' which, even now, thrill 
with the same sweet melody, may also voice the same words of allegiance 
and loyalty, and that the two proudest bann ers in the world-the Stars and 
Stripes and the British Ensign-may be twined together in an international 
loveknot of frieno.ship and of amity that shall never be sundered. 

"Accept, then, Most Worshipful Sir and Brethren, this historic gavel 
with its symbolism of friendship, and may the British 'hearts of oak ' of 
your children and your ch ildren' s children throb with the same feelings of 
affection that now pervade a nd animate every American hosom." 

This is one of the LUOSt s ignificant events that has happened during tbe 

year, and recalls a similar event of a public character which happened in 

our own city of Portland in 1846, when ground was broken for the first rail

way connect-ing Ameriwn with B1'itish soU . On that occasion, and we be

lieve for the first time in history, the flags of the two nations were twined 

togetaer and the national airs were blended together. The participants 

foretold the more complete union of the two nations, which now seems to 

be more nearly an accumplished fact. 

The Grand Master, WILLUM GIBSON, thus speaks of the condition of the 

craft: 

"It is with feelings of pride and pleasure that I am permitted again to 
refer to the condItion of the craft within our own jurisdiction. Our lodges 
are in a flourishing condition, the work is well done, and the Worshipful 
Masters, officers and members are taking a deep interest in the welfare and 
success of their respective lodges. Not a discordant voice has been raised 
during the two years I have had the honor of presiding over the affairs of 
Grand Lodge. I attribute this happy state of affairs to the good will of my 
hrethren, the tact and ab ility of the Executive Officers of Grand Lodge, and 
to the timless and painstaking efforts 9f the District Depnt,ytGrand Masters 
of the several masonic districts. No district can be too cMefnl in selecting 
for this onerous and important position a duly qualified brother." 

He devotes some space to the subject of benevolence, stating that the 

action of the Grand Lodge upon his recommendation the year before in em-
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powering a committee to make grants during the vacation in pressing cases, 
had resulted very favorably . In tWl'lve cases relief had been afforded to 
the amount of $475, which did very great good. 

We note that the' "rirand Lodge had paid out during the year for benevo
lent purposes $8, 775, in addition to a gift of $2,000 to the" Sick Children's 
Hospital" at Toronto, and the Grand Master states that the whole amount 
paid out by the Board of Benevolence since its organization in 1865 had 
been $256,500. 

He speaks also very highly of the General Masonic Relief Association, 
saying that it had saved a vast amount of money, comparatively, that had 
previously been given to tramps and impostors. One single Board of Relief 
in that jurisdiction had paid out nearly $1,000 a year to transient persons, 
whereas, during the past few years, it has paid only about $ 150. The in
ference is that there was a systematic abuse by masonic tra mps, or tramps 
claiming to be masons, many of whom never saw the inside of a lodge . . We 
in Maine have not felt this evil so seriously as it is felt in some other juris. 
dictions. 

Three masonic halls had been dedicated during the year, one by the Grand 
Master in person and two others by special deputies; corner stones had been 
laid and he had made a large number of official visits, very greatly to the 
delight of the brethren, and undoubtedly for the benefit of the craft. 

Several Lodges of Instruction were held, and in this connection he says: 
"May I be permitted to say that Lodges of Instruction are not called to

gether for the purpose of holding a feast, but rather for the teaching of 
masonic work and principles. 

" I have attended at Lodges of Instruction where the accommodation was 
provided at the hotel, without any lunch or spread at the lodge room, and 
in these cases the attendance was large, and the work suffered nothing in 
consequence. Brethren, I trust the time has gone by when ehe place of our 
annual meeting is rletermined by the ability of the lorlges of the district to 
entertain Grand Lodge. Sufficient hotel accommodation is all Grand Lodge 
expects, and this principle should apply with equal if not greater force to 
Lodges to Instruction." 

The supplemented remark in relation to the entertainment of the Grand 
Lodge by the lodges in the place where it is held, is of great Vleight, as ex
perience in other organizations has abundantly shown. We have known 
of masonic bodies being embarrassed financially for years in consequence of 
such entertainments, and on that account we very strongly favor the perma
nent location of our Grand Bodies, so tlut t there shall be no expectation that 
the local lodges will spend funds, which are held for charitable purposes, 
for the entertainment of the Grand Lodge. 

The Grand ~laster congratulates himself that he did not issue an edict of 
non-intercourse with the Grand Lodge of Peru, solely because the action of 
that Grand Lodge ha,s apparently been repealed and the Bible restored to 
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its altars. We say at the time of this writing" apparently," for we are not 
yet assured that the contest has been abandoned by Past Grand Master 
DAM and his supporters. Grand Master GIBSON in this connection says: 

" What we believe to be the Revealed Will of the Great Architect of the 
Universe is in no danger from the puny efforts of mortals, but as Freemasons 
it should be our prid e and duty to uphold the Truth by all the means within 
our power. The fratern ity may safely be trusted to preserve the Sacred 
Volume as onr Spiritual Trestle-Board, and to keep it enshrined as the First 
Great Light in Freemasonry." 

He pays a tribute of love to the memory of Past Grand Master DANIEL 
SPRY, who died just after the close of the Grand Lodge the preceding year. 

We would gladly copy Lhis eulogy, but its length precludes. We can only 
adcl. that in the death of Bro. SPRY, not only the Freemasons of Ontario, 
but the craft wherever dispersed has sustained a severe loss. He was a good 
man, a wise and active mason, ready to assist and instruct younger brethren 
always, and they depended upon him with implici t confidence. 

As usual in these later days, the reports of the District Deputy Grand 
Masters constlLute the main feature of these Proceedings, 190 pages of which 
being devoted to them, giving an average of about one-half a page to a lodge. 
We have exam ined them pretty carefuliy and would gladly make many ex
tracts, but must refer our brethren, a nd especially our District Deputies, to 
the reports in our Grand Lodge Library. 

One of the Deputies says that there is a lack of accuracy in the detail of 
the work and a tendency to "mix old work with new," especially with 
the older officers, and he says the consequences are" no less harmful than in 

Scripture times. " 
He states that complaints are made, and quite generally, that the rulings 

and instructions of the successive District Deputies do not accord. We 
have noticed this ~ame complaint elsewhere, but we know of no way in 
.which it can be remediecl., save perhaps by the exercise of the greatest care 
in selecting, for a Deputy, a man who is well posted not only in the work, 
but in the Constitution and Laws of the Grand Lodge and the General Laws 
of Masonry. 

The Committee on Benevolence show that (counting the $2,000 gift to 
the Hospital at Toronto) there had been almost $17,000 expended in charity 
during the year. The Grand Lodge had found it advisable to appoint an 
Inspector to investigate the cases which annually come before the Grand 
Lodge, and it was found to be a wise proceed ing. It was noted that some 
of the lodges had issued printed appeals, and the Grand Master and the 
committee concur in objecting to the practice, and it was iihl,stantially for

bidden by the Grand Lodge. 
The i{eport of the Committee on Condition of Masonry is of much interest. 

It is anllounced that Secretaries are keeping their books in better shape, 

• 
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that dues are more promptly collected, and that the lodges have very eager
ly welcomed the visits of the Deputy Grand Masters. There is only one 
defect in the system, and that is that lodges are required to pay the ex
penses of theseyiSits, and while the large majority of lodges will willingly 
do so, the lodges which most need visitations are the ones least able and 
least likely to meet the expenses. The committee say: 

" The Board observe with pleasure that some eminent and busy brethren 
have found time to deliver lectures and read papers at lodge meetings. It 
has been said that too much attention is given to the conferring of degrees, 
as if Masonry began and ended with the reception of the degrees. Of course 
the great object of Masonry is to make masons in the true sense of the term; 
but unless they are afterwards instructed in the history, the aims, the prac
tices of the craft, as well as its literature, they will not attain to the stature 
of the ideal Freemason. It is recommended that well read brethren be in
vited to address lodges on interesting and instructive topics from time to 
time as the circumstances of lodges may permit." 

The Board suggest, also, that more care should be taken in relation 
to the institution of new lodges in tbe immediate vicinity of old ones, and 
state that there are several cases in which, on that account, lodges are al
most" in the throes of dissolution." The committee suggest that it is the 
duty of such lodges to get together and arrange honorable terms of consol
idation. 

The committee also caution the Deputy Grand Masters that they should 
not make an account of the actual condition of the lodge an,i the causes of 
it subservient to a narration of the hospitalities, for these documents are 
expected to be business documents dealing with important matters. Of 
course, it is difficult for a Deputy Grand Master, when he has been enter
tained hospitably, really as a mark of loyalty to the Grand Lodge, to refrain 
from mentioning it, but there is ground for the caution of the committee, 
not only in Canada, bnt almost everywhere. 

The Report of the Committee on Correspondence (126 pp.) was again pre-' 
sellted by Bro. IbNR\' ROBERTSON, to whom the Grand Master, in his ad
dress, pays a well-deserved compliment for his industry and ability. 

Brother ROBERTSON introduces his review of each Grand Lodge with a 
motto, very apt and interesting. In his very outset, he quotes from the 
Koran a sentence that makes us think that we are very apt to violate the 
Koran at any rate. The sen~ence quoted is, "Haste is of the devil." We 
can only say that we do not take the Komu as conclusive authority. 

He gives in many cases, the motto of the State, and he commences his 
review of Maine by giving" Dirigo," and adding: 

" Why dost thou lead these men about the streets? 
Truly Sir, to weal' out their shoes to get myself into more work." 

We do not quite acknowledge that that is the particular kind of leader-

• 
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ship in which our State indulges, and if we could be permitted to refer to 

public affairs, we think snch a reference would sustain our position. 

As usual, the report is an exceedingly well prepared abstract of the Pro

ceedings, but with very few and very brief comments. 

In his review of Maine, he says: 

"Bro. Drummond is still in favor of public installations, notwithstanding 
our herculean efforts to convert him to our way of thinking. He says that 
they do not' ad vertise Masonry' any more than. do masonic funerals or lay
ing corner stones. Our remarks have always been directed against unneces
sary public appearances, but our esteemed confrere is apparently unable to 
see the distinction." 

As public installations are not ordinary" public appearances," his point 

is not well taken, and we do not see any greater necessity for Masonry ap· 
pearing in public for one purpose than for another, provided the purpose is 

one of those which has been recognized for so many years as a masonic 
purpose. 

COLORADO, 1I:!98. 

The address of the Grand Master (CROMWELL TUCKEU) is a full statement 

of his official action and correspondence. He states in the outset that it will 

be of considerable length. He incorporates into it the circnlars which he 

had issued. 

Of the general condition of the craft, he says: 

"From personal observation in the lodges which I have visited and froin 
reports made by my associate Grand Officers, as well as from correspond. 
ence had with various lodges which have not been officiaily visited, I am led 
to believe that the fair state of prosperity reported by my immediate prede
cessor has been fully maintained, and that the prospect for a material ad· 
vancement in the near future is propitious. 

"The increase in our membership has been about 220, and this in the 
face of numerous dimissions of those who have located elsewhere durini) the 
stringent times through which we have passe(l, and the large number of 
suspensions due to the same cause, I feel to be a subject for our mutual con· 
gratulation. " 

It certainly, under the circull)stances, is an excellent showing. 

He made quite a number of decisions, most of them of local application. 

He decided that a candidate who has petitioned a lodge for initiation and 

the lodge becomes defunct before the petition is acted upon, and returns the 

petition with the fee, may apply at once to another lodge" having the same 

territorial jurisdiction as the first." We believe it would be a little more 
accurate to say that he could apply to the ·lodge in wholl.e- jurisdiction he 

would be if the first lodge were absolutely dead. 

He decided that in that jurisdiction it is not proper for a lodge to close on 
the third degree and resume labor on oue of ~he preceding degrees. He 

holds that the closing on the third degree should not be until the entire 
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business and work of the evening is completed. How such a practice ever 
grew up, we are unable to determine, for certainly the old usage was to 

open the lodge on any degree on which they had business, and, when that 

was completed,.)! -it had no business in another degree, then to close it. 

The following question and answer was submitted: 

"Is it a violation of masonic law for a mason to be a candidate on a high 
license ticket in a town election? 

"After making diligent inquiry regarding the necessity of a decision upon 
this subject, aud being informed that a political campaign was in progress, 
in which a ruling would be used detrimentally, I felt constrained to make 
the following reply: 

"The question, apparently, has been raised at this time, more for the 
purpose of affecting a political issue at your place than for the good of the 
craft in general, and for this reason I must decline to formulate a decision. " 

Under the circumstances, we deem his reply to be a wise one. 
We tind that he had made a very large number of visitations, and when 

he spoke in the beginning of his address, of the condition of the craft, he 

spoke from knowledge. 

He notices the action of the Grand Lodge of Peru and rejoices at its re

tmn to the ancient principles of Masonry. 
A comm ittee was appointed to vis it Worshipful Bro. AUNA ADAMS TREAT, 

who in April last had passed his one hundred and first birthday, and to ex

tend to him the congratulations of the Grand Lodge on his long and useful 

life, and-

"Afterwards Brother Kimball reported verb"lly that they had called on 
our venerable brother, as directed: that they had found him cheerful, and 
that he expressed himself much pleased that he had been remembered by 
the Grand Lodge, and that he had sent his blessings and good wishes to the 
Grand Lodge and every member thereof." 

A very learned and iuteresting address was delivered by the Grand Orator, 

131'0. LEOPOLD FREliDENTHAL, but as usual in snch cases, we are obliged to 

pass it, because no abstract would do justice to it; it must be read as a 

whole. 

The committee in rclation to observing the one hundredth anniversary of 
the death of Washington made a report in detail, giving the programme. 

As that will come officially before the Grand Lodge, we omit it. 

The Grand Lodge refused to give a lodge permission to issue sixty life 

memberships, the committee deeming the present position of the Grand 

Lodge to be the sound one. 
When we come to the report of the Committee on Jurisprudence, we find 

that a decisio~l which we have criticised was not approved, the committee 

saying: 
" We do not deem it improper at a regUlar communication to close on the 

Third degree and resnme labor on a preceding degree, when work is to be 
done. Un the contrary, we. are of the opinion that this is the legal, proper 
and ordinary manner of conducting the proceedings." 
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The Report on Correspondence (1 56 pp.) was presented by Bro. LAw
RENCE N. GREENU~AF. He adheres pretty strictly to his plan of giving an 
abstract of the Proceedings :wd reserving his comments for his "Conclu

sion. " 

In his review of Maine, he says: 
" He Las faith ill the ultimate adoption of the Maine resolutions or some 

similar uniform rule conceruing rejected material, thus differing from the 
opinion expressed by us, that Grand Lodges generally would not adopt 
them. " 

We think that if he will carefully observe the trend of opinion as shown 
in the discussion of various Grand Lodges, he will change his views. 

In his conclusion, he discusses briefly the question of physical qualifica
tions and makes the suggestion that it is essential to inquire" into the sym
bolic significance of the requirements and to ascertain whether it is not 
based on the old J ewish law of perfection, and as such has come down to us 
with other similar requirements as a part of our esotery." The old charge 
fully and completely answers that question, and if Bro. GREENLEAF will 
quote it in full-not the mutilated portion of it which is usually given, but 
quote it in full, we do not believe that he will persist in his suggestion. 

We are glad to perceive that recently attention has been called to the 
wording of t.he ancient charge, and in some of the masonic magazines, etc., 
the charge has been printed at full length. But we have been unable as yet 
to induce anyone of the physical perfectionists to quote that charge in full 
as a part of their discussion. 

He discusses, also, at considerable length, the question of non-payment of 
dues, and believes that milder methods would tend to preserve the member
ship of a great many masons who are now turned adrift. We fully agree 
with him . 
. Before we close this report, we hope to give"' the views of CHARLES W. 

MOORE on th is subject as expressed fifty years ago. 

CONNE~TICUT, 1899. 

These Proceed ings are received after we had passed Connecticut in the 
regular order, hut before the printer had done so, and we are able, there
fore, to have them in their alphabetical place. 

The frontispiece is an engraved portrait of the retiring Grand Master, 
FnANK W. HAVENS. 

Two special communications were held, one to dedicate a .... hall and the 
other to assist in the centennial celebration of olle of the lodges . 
. The Grand Master delivered a brief address, setting forth his official acts 

during the year. Of the Deputies he says: 
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" Much of the welfare of the craft and the harmony existing throughout 
the jurisdiction, as well as the success achieved and enthusiasm displayed 
by the officers and members of the lodges, is due to the tact, courtesy and 
skill of the district deputies. 

" I have be~£ortunate in having these positions occupied by those who 
posseRsed all these traits in a large degree, besides being themselves unusu
ally skillful in the science of Masonry." 

This statement, followed, as it is, by a brief reference to the report of 
each Deputy, largely accounts for the prosperity which has been enjoyed 

dur!ng the year. 
We find from one of his decisions that no installed officer can be dimitted. 

This is contrary to the old usage, and, as applied to any other officer than 
vhe Master and Wardells, is inconvenient, and, as it seems to us, unreason

able. 
He also decided that lodges are not allowed to charge a fee for a dimit. 

Being asked whether, if a Master elect is installed by presenting him with 
the jewel of his office and seating him in the East, Lhe installation is com

plete, he answered as follows: 
" It is one of the essentials of the installation of a Master-elect of a ma

sonic lodge, that he should give his assent to the charges and regulations, as 
a part of the installation ceremony." 

W hen the installing officer declares the officer duly installed, we do not 

think that it is competent for anybody to inquire whether all the details 

have been performed; otherwise it would never be known whether an officer 

is a duly installnd officer or not. We regard the declaration of installation 

as final and conclusive, and if any substautial part has been omitted, the 

installing officer should be disciplined. Of course, if the officer is not eligible, 

that question is not foreclosed, in all cases, by the installation. 
A lodge, which had lost its hall, undertook to hold meetings at a private 

house, and he advised the l\kster to accept the invitation, which anoth~r 

lodge extended, for the use of its hall; but finding that the Master hesitated, 

he issued an order directing him to summon his lodge to meet at that hall 

for the purpose of doing the work, which the Master had contemplated 

doing at the private house', and notified him that the Grand Master would 

be present and assist in the work; but at the hour fixed, neither the Master, 

Senior Wardell nor Secretary were present: after waiting ample time for 

them to appear, the lodge was opened by t.he Grand Master, after which the 

Master and Secretary did appear. Finding that these two 'officers had 

treated the orders of the Grand Master with disrespect and disregard, he 

suspended both of them from office and placed the Senior Warden in charge. 

At a later date he removed the order of suspension, the officers evidently hav

ing learned something in relation to theirmasonic duties. We regret to have 

such thillgs happen, but really, when properly treated, the effect of such a 
thing is beneficial. 
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Having received the official notice from the Grand Lodge of Peru, that 
it had rescinded its former edict, he, in his turn, rescinded the edict of sus
pension of masonic correspondence. 

He had made a large number of visits, and evidently with very good re
sults. 

The reports of the other officers, and, really, the business of thecommu
nication, were of a routine character and contain very little of more than 
local interest. 

The Grand Secretary reported, favoring the adoption of a Grand l{egister 
in the form of a Card System, and he recommended that a committee be 
continued to complete the work. 

The Grand Master speaks in high terms of the ,. Home," which he had 
visited frequently, and the Grand Lodge laid a pel' capita tax of one dollar, 
seventy-five per cent. of which was to be applied to the "Masonic Charity 
Foundation Fund." 

t;pon the recommendation of the Committee on Correspondence, the 
Grand Lodge of New Zealand and the Grand Orient of Belgium were recog
nized. 

The Report on Correspondence (178 pp.) was presented, as heretofore, by 
Brother JOHN H. BARLOW. He elevotes the most of his space to well select
ed extracts. He dissents from a decision that one who cannot read 01' wl'ite 
is eligible to the office of W. Master, holding that such a person ,ought not 
even to be made a mason. 

In his review of Maine, he says that in Connecticut the Wardens have 
gavels, and is somewhat surprised at our remarks in relation to this ill our 
review of Arksansas last year. We are very greatly'surprised to learn that 
this is the custom in Connecticut. We would like to have our Brother re
call the secret portion of the installation of a Master of a lodge, and have 
him tell us whether the installation therein given rioes not make the gavel 
the emblem oj Stlpreme author'ity in the lodge. We would also like to have 
him read the closing part of the address of Grand Master HA "ENS, and tell 
us what he meant when he said: "As I surrender to you again this gavel, 
which, one year ago, you so unanimously placed in my hands," etc. Did 
not our Most Worshipful Brother mean that he was slll'rendering the emblem 
of supreme authority in the Grand Lodge, and, if so, can there be more than 
one? The fact is, we should not be more surprised to find three Masters 
presiding at the same time in one lodge, than we should to find three breth
ren holding the gavel at the same time in the same lodge. '--We think we 
shall have to refer this to the ritualists among our brethren on these com . 
mittees, and to start with, we would like the views of Bro. CUNNINGHAM, 
of Ohio. We have looked into some of the Monitors, and while we do not 
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find the matter frequently mentioned, yet, whenever it is mentioned, the 
'Wardens are spoken of as holding" Truncheons." 

We are greatly gratified to find the masonry of Connecticut moving along 
so steadily and prosperuusly, and especially to note the success of the efforts 
of the brethre~ to relieve the distressed. 

DELAWARE, 1898. 

The frontispiece is a portrait of M. W. Bro. JAMBS E. DUTTON, the retir
ing Grand Master. 

The Grand Lodge was opened with the Grand Officers and a large num
her of permanent members present, and various Master Masons were admit
ted as visitors. A note states that the list of visitors also includes the 
Wardens of lodges who are ., temporary members of the Grand Lodge." It 

would seem from this that the Grand Lodge of Delaware is made lip of the 
Masters and Past Masters of the jurisdiction, except that if the Master of a 
particular lodge is absent, a Warden may represent his lodge in his place. 
We are not sure, however, of this last, because a Master is really a perma
nent member of the Grand Lodge, and it may be that the Grand Secretary 
means that the Wardens are full members for the time being, but when they 
go out of office cease to be members. But if this is so, it seellls a little 
strange that tbey should be classcd with the visitors. 

The Report of the Committec on Credentials is not published, because it 
contains only the names of Masters and Wardens of the different lodges, 
together with all the Past Masters in the State. We have noticed this form 
of a report on credentials, ill this and other jurisdictions, and in our judg
ment such a report does not answer the purpose for which the committee 
was appointed. The ohject of a report on credentials is to ascerta in what 
members of the Grand Lodge are present, in order that it may be determined 
whether the Grand Ludge can proceed to business. 

Grand Master DUTTON rcfers to public events in a very patriotic manner, 
and says that in the craft peace and harmony prevail , and that the teach
ings of our Brotherhood has impressed more deeply our members. 

He made quite a number of decisions, one of them to the effect that there 
is no masonic law in that jurisdiction which prevents masonic lodges from 
making fife members. 

He also set aside the ballot in a case in which the Tyler had not been in
formed that a ballot was in progress and who had wished to vote. 

He had received a letter from the Grand Master of Pennsylvania, asking 
whether any" masonic objection existed" to t he reception of the petition 
of a certain candidate resident in Delaware, by a Pennsylvania lodge. The 
lodge in whose jurisdiction the candidate resided did object, and the Grand 
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Master reported as follows in substance: That the cand idate being a resi
dent within the jurisdiction of a Delaware 10llge, "there does exist masonic 

objections to his petition being received by the Pennsylvania lodge." 

We were not aware before that Pennsylvania lodges are aliowed to re

ceive petitions from res idents in other jurisdictions, except acco!'(ling to the 

laws of the jurisdict'ion in which the candidate resides, and while the objec

tion in this particular case was not (as the tfmn is understood in Pennsyl

vania) in fact a" mason ic objection," yet taki ng tbe law as Pennsylvania 

ought to have it, it was such an objection. 

Lodges of Instruction had been held in the three different districts; one 

was a decided success, the second not so successful as desirable, and the 
third substantia lly a failure, apparently because the lodges had not taken 

snfficient interest in it. 
Hp had visited every one of the twenty-one lodges in the jurisdiction, and 

says: 
" The work is receiving attention to a marked degree, the lodge rooms 

are easy of access. centra lly located, made comfortable and attractive for 
the members, and the attendance in most cases was very encouraging. " 

He speaks favorably of the system of Grand Representat ives, but suggests 

that the term be extended from three to five yearR. 

In relation to the Grand Lodge of Peru, he says: 

" It is a matter of great regret that the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge 
of Peru on June 1:3, 1897, issued a decree which excluded the Bible from 
the altar of the subordinate and Grand Lodge and substitu ted therefor the 
book of Constitution. The Grand Lodges of U nited States with prompt 
unanimil,y luwe spoken ont against this outrage, and called down the coun
ter decree of exclusion of all members of said Grand Lodge and subordinate 
lodges from all masonic communication. The ini tial step was taken by th e 
Grand Master of New York in issu ing a decree of exclusion and the same 
was sent immediately to P eru. T his so aroused the fraterni ty that the 
Grand Master of Peru was constrained to res ign. A com mission was ap
pointed by sa id Grand Lodge which reported under date of June 12, 1898, 
citing the fact that said decree had caused g reat injury to national Mason ry 
alld that this decree is null and void because it. is issued in violat ion of the 
Grand Lodge of Peru , and tha t it has not the power nor has any other 
masonic body, to legislate in opposition to the immutable lanrlmarks of the 
order. This report was approved and the Bible restored to the a ltar where 
it belongs and shall forever remain." 

He is in error in one respect, as the initia l step was taken by Maine, by 

means of her indefatigable Representative, Bro. FR"Ne ls L. CROSBY. 
The Comm ittee on Forms for Public Masonic Ceremon ies, reported that 

they had not deemed it expedient to publish them because they a lready had 

all the forms that were necessary and they deemed it a useless expense; the 

report was adopted and the committee dis~harged . 

The following amendment to the by-laws was offered, but fa iled to re-

ceive the necessary two-thirds vote; but it was discussed at considerable 

length. 
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., All lodges shall exclude from the lodge room and ante-rooms all intoxi
catinl( liquors. 

" All lodges are prohibited from receiving and acting upon a petition for 
initiation or membership of any person engaged ill the manufactnre or sale 
of intoxicating liquors as a beverage, and masons are fraternally advised 
and requested to-til'frain from enga~ing in the liquor traffic." 

The Committee on the Maill e proposition reported as follows: 

"Your Committee on Foreign Correspondence, to whom was referred for 
fraternal consideration, the resolution of the M. W. Grand Lodge of ~a.ine: 

" 'That the effect of a rejection should be limited to five years, and that 
during that time the candidate should be allowed to petition on ly to the 
lodge which rejected him, or to another lodge with the consent of that lodge, 
or such consent of officers and members of that lodge as may be prescl'lbed 
by the GratH! Lodge of the jurisdiction in which the rejection occurs,' would 
respectfully report that in their opinion at ime limit of five years in cases of 
rejected candidates for the degrees of Masonry where they have permanently 
removed from the jurisdiction in which they were rejected, to another juris
diction, would be a desirable step towards uniformity of practice among 
Grand Lod~es, productive of peace and harinony, and a just relief to such 
rejected candidates. We, therefore, offer the following resolution: 

"Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of Delaware fraternally accepts the 
views of the Grand Lodge of Maine concerning a time limit as to the effect 
of a rejection and would be willing in the interests of uniformity to modify 
her practice of ' perpetual jurisdiction' in favor of said time limit of five 
years in cases of permanent removal from her jurisdiction." 

A nd the report was accepted. 

The Report on Correspondence (81 pp.) was presented by Bro. LEW tS H. 
JACKSON. It is an exceedingly well prepared, condensed abstract of the 

Proceedings, with occasional brief comments. 

In defence of the' practice of th e ir Wardens not being allowed to confer 

degrees, he says: 
"He does not approve the restriction of the powers of Wardens in the 

matter of conferring degrees, but perhaps he has not been disgusted, as we 
have, at seeing beardless and ill-informed Wardens initiating men of age, 
education and refinellent, who could scarcely couceal their feelin gs of d;s
t.asle. We aomit that the P . M. does not ulways avoid a like result, but 
there is better security for' good work' .being done." . 

It seems to as that the fault lies in electing persons for Wal'llens not prop

erly qualified. As a rule, we should probably find that the" beardless and 

ill-informed Warden" became a Mastel' the next year, and we doubt whether 

the quality of his work would be improved in any degree by the change in 

his official title. Perhaps if Wardens were allowed to do work, more care 

would be used in selecting them. 

In his revIew of Connecticut, he well says': 

"The Grand Master called attention to some growi ng ev ils, and warned 
the craft against them, such as the publishing in newspapers of matters 
which should not be mentioned outside of the lodge; the malicious black
ball ing of candidates, which threatens the harmony of lodges ; the tend
ency to connect the term 'Masonic' with business enterprises conducted 
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by masons; and the sub-letting of lodge rooms to individuals and organi
zations other than those which are recognized as legitimately masonic. We 
think his warnings timely, and hope they may be heeded in other jurisdic
tions as well as in his own. " 

And in his review of Maine: 

"Among decisions we find the following, which is in agreement with our 
rule in Delaware, and which we commend for its simplicity and justice : 
• A brother suspended from membership for non-payment of dues, on pay
ment of his dues is restored to all the privileges of Masonry as though he 
had not been suspended, and without a vote of the lodge.' 

"On the subject of jurisdiction over reject.ed candidates, Delaware holds 
to the' perpetual policy,' but this writer, individually, believes in the re
linquishment of rights over rejected material on permanent removal from 
the jurisdiction in which he was rejected, and waiver of rights to any other 
lodge within the jurisdiction after one year from date of rejection, providecl 
he !Jas removed permanently to the jurisdiction of such other lodge. And 
we believe further if all lodges everywhere would adopt the rule not to re
ceive an application 'until after olle year's residence, many of the difficulties 
and much of the unfraternal action among masons wouhi be avoided. 

"The Maine proposition of the limit of five years jurisdiction over re
jected material is not likely to be accepted generally by the Grand Lodges 
of the United States, and would not be accepted at all by foreign Grand 
Loclges. Even if generally accepted it would not cure the evils it is intended 
to meet, but we believe the one year's residence rule, if universal, would 
prevent the unlawful and irregular making of masons by jurisdictions of 
e:wh other's material. I do not call such work clandestine, because, the 
lodges doing it are both lawful and regular, while a clandestine lodge is neither 
l awf~l l nor regular, and its work null and void. Unlawful and irregular 
work may be healed, but clandestipe work cannot be admitted as worthy of 
any consideration. " 

While these are his views, he still reported in favor of the adoption of the 
Maine rule by his Grand Lodge and, as we have seen, it was adopted. He 
thinks that the Maine proposition is not likely to be accepted generally by 
the Grand Lodges of the United States and not at all by Foreign Grand Lodges. 
We are not so sure about this; brethren in different jurisdictions, who have 
heretofore held to the contrary, are becoming converts to the doctrine. But 
oue of the most significant facts tending in this direction, is the adoption of 
the principle by the Grand Encampment of the United States, changing, 
however, the five years to three years. Until its recent session" Perpetual 
Jurisdiction" has been the law of the Grand Encampment in force in all 
the States; but after considerable discussion, as we are informed, for we were 
not present, the Maine proposition (after changing five years to three years) 
was adopted. 

He still insists that the Past Master's ceremony should not be called a 
degree. Well, if we were to have the christening of it, we W9Rld not so call 
it; but the trouble is that it has been called so and known so, so long that 
it is too late to undertake to correct the technical error. 

We find upon further examination that Bro. JACKSON does not assent to 
the doctrine that a man made in a regular lodge can be proclaimed a clan

App. 23 G. L. 
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destine mason: He makes a distinction between an "unlawfully made 
mason" and a: "clandestinely made mason." We are not disposed to 
quarrel over terms, especially when the difference between the two kinds is 
practically n<Ule'. The only difference being in his judgment, and we 
think he is correct, that an unlawfully made masoll may be ' ,' healed," 
while a clandestine mason must r,e initiated precisely as if he had n(;ver pre
tended to be made a mason. Practically it makes little difference, because, 
while the "bar sinister" continues, he is in the same condition in one case 
as in tbe other. 

Upon further reflection, however, we remember that, so far as clandes
tine masons are concerned, the practice is not uniform in support of his 
position. In the famous New York schisms, masons made in clandestine 
lodges were made regular by a vote of the Grand Lodge. Some Grand 
Lodges, among them Virginia, at first declined to recognize them, on the 
express ground that clandestine masons could not be made regular by reso
lution: but the point was finally yielded everywhere, possibly, however, on 
the ground that both factions claimed to be the lawful Grand Lodge of 
New York, and the question which was the true Grand Lodge was not free 
from doubt. 

Still, in other caseS there has been no such reason, and it is now pretty 
well settled that when a regular masonic Grand Body recognizes and re
ceives as its constituent a body in its jurisdiction, it "regularizes" the body 
and all its work. The principle that subsequent confirmation is eq\l~valent 
to preceding authority, is applied. We should be slow to hold that if a 
clandestine mason is " healed " and pronounced to be regular by the law of 
the jurisdiction in which he resides, he is not regular, unlt'ss he was so per
sonally ineligible, that he could not lawfully be made a mason at all. 

FLORIDA, 1899. 

The frontispiece is a "half tone" portrait of M. W. Brother JAMKS M. 
HILLIARD, Grand Mastel' during 1897 and 1898. He announced that the 
gavel, which he ' used, was made from timber taken from the battleship 
"Maine," and was loaned to him by Bro. GKORGE B. PA'I''I't:IlS0N, for use 
during that communication of the Grand Lodge. 

We may be in error, but looking over the report of the Committee 011 
Credentials, it appears to us that there was a larger and fuller rcpresentatioll 
of the lodges than we have ever before noticed, and we tl'l1st that it is an 
indication of returning prosperity in the jurisdiction. 

The Grand Mastel' announced the death of two P. G. M'asters, Bros. 
WILLIAM A. McLEAN and HKNRY J. STKWART, and he paid a tribute to the 
memory of each. We knew, by his masonic writings, Bro. McLKAN, in one 
sense quite intimately , and we agree with all the Grand Master says in Ie-. 
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lation to the loss which his death occasions, not merely to the craft in 
}'lorida, but to all of us. 

The Grand Master bad suspended intercourse with the Grand Lodge of 
Peru, but having received information that the .objectional action had been 
rescinded, he issued another edict, renewing masonic correspondence, and 
rejoicing at his opportunity of doing so. 

He had granted but one dispensation for a new lodge, but was obliged to 
report the surrender of Ii ve charters during the year. Three of them were, 
apparently, of young lodges, although we are not sure, and we suspect that 
the charters were granted upon too sanguine expectations. 

I-Ie gives a brief abstract of the reports of the District Deputies, showing 
that they are dOIng good work, and, by the aid of district conventions, con
tributing very largely to a revival of interest and increasing prosperity in 
the jurisdiction. 

He most earnestly urges that decided action be taken by the Grand Lodge 
it'! relation to the accepting of petitions of parties engaged in selling liquors. 
He urges that the printing of Reports on Correspondence be resumed as 
speedily as possible. 

The Grand Marshal was excused from attendance ' on account of being 

with the military forces in Cuba. 
The Grand Secretary's report shows an improvement over preceding years 

in the making of returns and the payment of dues, although some eight 
lodges were in areal'S of dues prior to 1898. 

We note the report of the Grand Secretary in relation to the DAWKINS 
monument fund. He, in connection with the widow, had selected the stone, 
had an inscription engraved on it, and had it erected over the grave of our 
Brother. We note this action, for we know that many brethren, out of 
}'lorida, would have gladly contributed to the purpose rather than have it 
fail. 

One feature of this volume is a very interesting one; it is the report of 
Bro. SILAS B. WRIGHT, now Grand Master, in relation to St. Andrew's 
Lodge, No. 1. Bro. WRIGHT, a year ago, received a letter from Bro. F. F. 
BOND, stating that he had a copy of "Preston's Illustrations," printed in 
1775, on the title page of which was inscribed "The gift of James Murray 
to St. Andrew's Lodge, No.1, West Florida, June 27, 1776." Brother 
BOND offered to send it to the Grand Lodge, and, in response to the request 
of Bro. WRIGHT, had done so; and it was presented to the Grand Lodge 
Library; whereupon the Grand Lodge adopted a vote of thanks to Brother 
BOND for his valuable and interesting present. In this conitrction, also, it 
was stated that important papers belonging to St. Andrew's Lodge, No.1, 
had been discovered within the year, that were placed in the hands of Bro. 
WnIGHT, and he had examined them and reported thereon to the Grand 
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Lodge, which ordered them to be pnblished with the Proceedings-a most 
interesting and valuable ccntribution to the history of Masonry in Florida 
and South Carolina, as well as an interesting substitute for the Report on 
Correspondence .... ~This is not the place for an abstract of this paper and 
the history, but we hope that in some form the substance of these new dis
coveries will be published, so that it may get to the knowledge of the craft 
more fully. We shall interleave a note in our volume of the History of 
Masonry, which contains some account of the history of the Grand Lodge 
of Florida. 

The Grand Orator delivered an address, but one which we cannot wellre
view, and can therefore only refer the brethren to it. 

The Grand Mastel' brought to the attention of the Grand Lodge the re
cent action of the Grand Lodge of Washington and appointed a committee 
in advance to report thereon to the Grand Lodge. Bro. SILAS B. WRIGHT 
made a ,very full report, concluding with the recom~endation that the Grand 
Lodge of Florida suspend intercourse with the Grand Lodge of Washington 
on account of this action. He gave in a supplementary report, a letter from 
the Grand Master of Washington and a reply to it by the Grand Master of 
New York. We find that the statement, that the author of the Washington 
report had claimed that t.he Grand Lodge of Washington had not recognized 
any Colored Grand Lodge, or expressed any intention of doing so, is cor
rect. We can only say that we are utterly amazed at this statement; but 
we have said all we desire to say in r~lation to it. We will only add that 
the reply of M. W. Bro. SUTIIIlRLAND, Grand Master of New York, is 
absolutely crushing. 

The recommendation of the Grand Master, together with a resolution in 
support of the recommendation in relation to the acceptance of petitions 
from those engaged in selling liquors, were referred to the Committee on 
Jurisprudence, which fully endorsed the Grand Master's position and re
ported the following resolution, which was adopted: 

"Resolved, That the liquor traffic is demoralizing in its effects, has been 
productive of great evil, misery and suffer ing and has caused the downfall 
of many brother masons, therefore the particular lodgps in this Grand Juris
diction are advised and instructed not to accept the petitions of those en
gaged in it when they apply for admission to our Order." 

The visiting Grand Officers and District Deputy Grand Masters were 
directed to call the attention of the lodges to this resolution at their visita
tions. The Grand Lodge decided that when the Master, or acting Master, 
calls a brother to the chair to preside, the Master, or acting Master, may fill 
any snbordinate position in the lodge, particularly when degrees are being 

conferred. 
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The question of admitting a visitor, hailing from the United States of 
Columbia, was referred to the Grand Master, and the question of the recog
nition of the Grand Orient of I3elgiulll al~rl the Grand Lodge of Mexico was 
referred to the Committee on Correspondence to report next year. 

As already stated, there was no Report on Correspondence, but a histori
cal report of nineteen pages supplies its place; but we hope, in the near 
future, that this jurisdiction will resllme the writing and printing of such 
reports. 

GEORGIA, 1898. 

An excellent portrait of Past Grand Master JHIES W. TAYLOR is the 
frontispiece. We met him at the General Grand Chapter in the fall of 1897 
and shall carry most pleasing recollections of him personally, as long as we 
live. We knew him through his addresses and masonic letters, before, but 
it was a very great pleasure to have made his personal acquaintance. 

This Grand Lodge has something like 400 lodges and it has been the prac
tice to call the roll of lodges and have the representatives of those lodges 
respond and announce their presence. Of course, this takes a vast deal of 
time, and resolutions were introduced, looking to a remedy for this an(l 
other evils. 

We suggest to our Georgia brethren that the plan adopted in Maine has 
proved a great success . We appoint our Standin~ Committees at the close 
oj each annual session and have a provision in our constitution that a mem
ber thus appointed on a committee shall continue to serve until the close 
of the next Grand Lodge, although he ceases to be a member of the Grand 
Lodge. 

Our Committee on Credentials meet at seven o'clock in the morning and 
representatives are required to report to that committee, so that as soon as 
the Grand Lodge has been opened at nine o'clock, the Committee on Cre
rlentials are ready with their report, and although it is not complete, we prac
tically have the mass of our representat~ves present at that time. The re
port is re-committed to the committee for additions during the session. 

The Grand Secretary places all matters of appeal in the hands of the 
chairman of the proper committee thirty days before the session of the 
Grand Lodge, ailrl the result is that we arp, able to do our husiness and do it 
intelligently in a comparatively short space of time. It is true that on the 
second day of the session but little business is done, as the hall is surrendered 
to other bodies and committees have an oppor tunity to w_ork Wednesday 
forenoon, and WedJiesday afternoon is devoted to an exemplification of the 
work. We commend the examination of this method, not only to our breth
ren in Georgia, but in all the jurisdictions in which the comm ittees are ap
pointed at the beginning of the session. 
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Grand Master TA YLOR commences his address with general remarks of a 
very interesting character. He pays a deserved tribute to Bro. WILLIAM 
ABRA~1 LOVE, who bad died during the recess. He was past Deputy Grand 
Master and had ry~n one of the most active, energetic masons in the state, 
whose works will long live after him. We knew him personally and appre
ciated very highly his high standing as a man, as a physician and as a mason. 

The Grand Master had found it necessary to make but comparatively few 
decisions. One was as follows: 

"An Englishman not having been naturalized, though living in America 
several years, is still a subject of England and not an American citizen, and 
is not eligible to the degrees without the consent of the Grand Lodge of 
England. This decision being bascd upon an edict of this Grand Lodge de
claring 'a man's home is determined by the place where he votes and pays 
poll tfl,x." 

This decision is not in accordance with tbe masonic law as it has been en
acted in most of the jurisdictions, but the precise question involved in this 
decision has been raised in New Hampshire and we hope to find in the Pro
ceedings of that Grand Lodge a discussion of it. 

The general practice in all jurisdictions makes a man's residence the ab
solute test as to the place where he shall apply for initiation into Masonry. 
But the founders of our Grand Lodges held that a man's masonic allegiance 
ought to be 'to a masonic authority in the same country to which he owes civil 
allegiance. We do not propose to discuss the question now, but make the 
suggestion that there is more in the point than we have been in the habit of 
considering, 

A case happened in which a lodge found a brother' guilty but refused to 
impose any punishment. The matter was sent back to the looge , .. ith a 
direction to impose some punishment, or upon its failure to do so that the 
Grand Master should arrest its charter. 

We find that in Georgia a mason is expelled only by the Grand Lodge. 
A lodge may try him and recommend him for expulsion, but the power of 
expUlsion resides only in the Grand Lodge. Besides, an expelled mason 
can be restored only upon the recommendation of the lodge and by the 
Grand Lodge. 

Bro. TAYLOR had an immense amount of routine business, showi!\g that 
the craft had been active. He had declined to grant a dispensation for an 
army longe, as his experience with such lodges in the other war led him to 
take this course. He, however, very courteously assented to the proposi
tion of the Grand Master of Vermont to create an army lodge in a regiment 
stationed in Georgia, which should, however, receive as candidates only the 
residents oj Vermont. But we think that the dispensation was not granted. 

There had been many public ceremonies during the year, and of them the 
Grand Master says: 

• 
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" I find that the masonic ceremonies are in more demand in laying corner 
stones for judicial and educational bUIldings tlutn formerly, clearly showing 
that the fraternity is held in mnch higher esteem and becoming recognizE;d 
as a great power to enlighten the world and bring light out of darkness and 
intelligence out of ignorance. " 

He devotes considerable space to the Peru question, taking the proper 
ground and enforcing it with great vigor. He says: 

"The Holy Bible is a gift of God to His children as a rule and guide for 
thei.r actions. To the ll~ason it has ever been 'the book of the law-the 
great light of Masonry-an ancient landmark.' ,It is not in the power of . 
any man, or set of men, to make innovations in the body of Masonry.' 
Therefore, when the Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Peru removed 
the Bible from the altars of that Grand Lodge, and from the altars of its 
subordinate lodges, I,'ree and Accepted Masonry was blotted out in that 
Grand Jurisdiction." 

He, however, had the satisfaction of announcing that the obnoxious edict 
had been rescinded, and he gives in full the repo.rt of the special commission 
of the Grand Lodge of Peru in relation to the matter, as well as the varions 
decrees. 

At the previous communication , the Grand Master was directed to inves
tigate Masonry in the Republic of Mexico, and ' if he should find a Grand 
Lodge there in strict accord with the Grand Lodge of Georgia, he should 
so notify it and notify the lodges in Georgia of his action. Upon such an 
investigation, he came to the conclusion that the Gran Dieta was the legal 
Body, and be thereupon extended recognition and proposed an exchange of 
Grand Hepresentatives. 

He was surprised to find, later, some very severe cr.iticisms of his actiOl! 
by "a paper purportii1g to be a mason ic periodical." He says he was sur
prised at it, but it must be that he has not paid great att.ention to such 
periodicals, or he would not have been surprised at almost anything. He 
subIJIitted the matter to the Grand Lodge, and the Grand Lodge unani
mously sustained him in spite of those severe criticisms. The only thing 
that we regret is, that he should have deemed the effusions in that paper 
worthy of any notice whatever. 

It is complained in the civil law and regarded as exceedingly dangerous 
to ·the administl'ation of justice, that newspapers are taking it upon them
selves to try cases, especially criminal cases, out of court, and we regret 
greatly to be obliged to state that the same thing is now done in the masonic 
world. Such an attcmpt was made a good many years ago in Massachu
setts, and the man who made it, though standing high in the community, 
went down to his grave as an expellcd mason, and so far as t,futt jurisdiction 
is concerned, his example has never been foll9wed. Another may become 
necessary to correct this cry ing evil. 

He gives a communication of a good deal of interest from the Grand Ori-
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ent of Belgium, but as it will probably come before our Grand Lodge in a 
more formal manner, we refrain from any further notice of it. 

The financial situation of the Grand Lodge was improving, and he con
gratulates the brethren upon the continued prosperity of Mat'onry in that 
jurisdiction, an1(ile gives his brethren some splendid advice in the way of 
continuing that prosperity. 

The afternoon of the first day was a special memorial session, when 
tributes to the memory of Bro. LOVE were paid by several brethren . 
After the exercises were finished, the Grand Lodge went ill a bo(ly and 
visited the tomb of the latc Grand Secretary, A. M. WOLIHIN, as a tribute 
of respect. We would gladly copy all these eulogies, as well as a letter from 
the daughter of Bro. LOYE, but cannot for want of space. They are of a very. 
high character, and deserve to have a more general reading than they can 
have by being merely published in the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge. 

The Finance Committee submitted a detailed ann. exhaustive report in 
relation to the financial cOl,dition of the Grand Lodge and the expenditures 
for the past fifteen years, ann. it seems that the debt which the Grand Lodge 
owes is very largely due to extraordinary expenses. The Committee made 
certain recommendations looking to the reduction of the expenses, whic11 
were adopted; one of them was in reducing the mileage and slightly increas
ing the per aiem, as it was found that the representatives of the more dis
tant lodges were really receiving more than their expenses, while t~ose 
nearer .were not receiving the amount of their expenses. This experience 
and this action are precisely the same as Ollrs here in Maine. 

They also wisely recommended that the limitation prohibiting a Represent
ative from dmwing more than his lodge pays in dues, be repealed. This 
was done, thus recognizing the principle that representation in the Grand 
Lodge is not intended for the good of the particular lodge, but for the good 
of the craft as a whole. 

The membership of the committees is reduced in number. They were 
very large, as it has always seemed to us, unnecessarily so. 

Various changes were made in the constitution and by-laws, but unwisely 
as we think, all motions proposing the appointment of committees in advance 
were defeated. We again call the attention to what we have already writ
ten in this respect and can assure our Georgia brethren that the change has 
tended very greatly, not only to the prompt, bnt to the intelligent dispatch 
of business. The committees do better work and have their reports ready 
more promptly. 

Is is due to the committee, however, to state the reason which they give 
for retaining what seems to us the cumbrous process of calling the roll to 
ascertain who are present: 
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"We believe the present system provides a better method of ascertaining 
the actual attendance of representatives, the presence of a quorum, the 
prompt correction of errors, and affords a pleasant introduction to new 
members. In our opinion, the time now consumed is not sufficient to out
weigh these reasons, and we therefore report adversely on said resolution." 

Application had been made by the Grand Orient of Portugal for recogni
tion, but it was denipd. 

They confirmed the action of the Grand Master in relation to the request 

of the Grand Master of Vermont and approved the courteous and fraternal 

reply, all the more so be~ause the Grand Master himself does not believe in 
such dispensations. 

Masonic intercourse was established with the Grand Orient of Belgium. 

The newly installed Grand Master made a fine address upon taking the 

chair, which at. the request of the Grand Lodge was given and is puhlished 

in tbe l'roceed ings. 

We find that the decision of the Grand Master, that an un naturalized resi

dent is not eligible to Masonry, was disapproved by the Grand Lodge on the 

ground that residence and not citizenship fixes jurisdiction in Masonry. 

There is no doubt that th is is the law generally, and undouhtedly, also, under 

the constitution of the Grand Lodge of Georgia; but as we have already said, 

whe~her such otlf/ht to be the law, is not entirely free from doubt, and the 

matter is before the masons of the country aI!d will undoubtedly be more 

fully rli scussed than it has been, before the matter is droppt;d . 

A letter was received from the Senior Past Grand Master, SAMUEL D. 
IRVIN, who was unable to be present. It breathes a true masonic spirit and 

can be read by no one without advantage to the reader. 

A very large amount of routine business was transacted, some of which 

was of in terest, but we cannot give it space. 
The Report on Correspondence (114 pp.) was submitted by Bro. WILLTHI 

S. RHlsA Y. He gives a brief but very comprehensive abstract of the pro

ceed ings, with occasional comments. 

In noticing the masonic exercises to be held on Dec. 29, 1899, the Cen

tennial Anniversary of the death of Washington, he hopes that all lodges in 

the United States will hold appropriate service commemorating the event. 

The arrangements for the service at Mt. Vernon are stated in 'these Pro

ceed ings, but we undoubtedly shall have them before our Grand Lodge in offi

c ial form, and we, therefore, do not copy them. 

In his review of the Grand :Lodge of the District of ColuuJ.Q.ia, he says: 

"We notice with surprise that the Grand Master recommends the Mutual 
Helief In~urance Company. We know nothing of this enterprise nor its 
plans, but we know it is simply a business enterprise, and it is a serious 
error for a Grand Lodge to give its endorsement to any business enterprise. 
It is a dangerous precedent." 
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The craft are learning, if slowly, and the general consensus of opin ion is 
with Bro. RAMSA Y. 

While we have intended to notice generally, and not in special cases, the 

kind words that_have been said in relation to our falnily affliction, we must 

make an excePti~n in the case of Bro. ROISA Y and assure him that his words 

of comfort are greatly appreciated. 

Noticing the Hart case, he says: 

" We are glad he gave this opinion, for our own lodge did that very thing. 
A member committed murder and ran away. He was tried and expelled 
without notice, nor has he ever been heard of since." 

In his review of Maryland, he criticises somewhat the action of the Grand 

Master in making a mason at sight, say ing: 

"The defense of Grand Master Thomas in this instance is that 'he did 
it for the purpose of not allowing this prerogative to lie dormant.' 

" Were it not for his exalted station some of the critics might character
ize this logic as silly. 

"There was a time when there might have been necessity for this power 
to vest in Grand Masters, but the multiplication of lodges, the convenience 
and rapidity of travel and the short time interveuing between the applica
tion and conferring the degrees, all contribute to the general consensus of 
opinion that this prerogative shoulri 'lie dormant' for governors and for 
plebeans-as all are on a level in Masonry." 

There is so great a tendency to assimilate masonic law to civil law, that 

we are inclined to look more favorably upon this action than .our good 

brother does. Our observ:uion as to the effect of it is, that it has done a 

good deal to call the attention of the craft throughout the country to the 
fact that Masonry is a great brotherhood and is not made np of an aggrega

tion of brotherhoods iu the several' States; and further, that Masonry has its 

own laws, not dependent upon the civil law. 

In his review of Maine, Ite says: 

" We do not quite understand by what authority the Grand Maste)' grant
ed dispensation to a lodge to hold a meeting in another town not specified 
ill its warrant, for the purpose of conferring the third degree-possibly for 
instruction, and at the request of the lodge working there. A similar ques
tion was ad versely decided upon one year ago." 

The brother will readily understand this, when we say to him that the 

Constitution of ouI' Grand Lodge provides that a lodge shall not hold a ses

sioll, except in the place named in the charter, without the permission oj the 
Grana Master. Both the decisions are in harmony with this provision. In 

the one case, however, the Grand Master decided that it was for the benefit 
of the craft to grant the request and in the other to refuse it. It was not a 

question of pfJwer, but a question of prudence. 

Bro. RUls.1. Y closes his report as follows: 

" We seek no higher reward than a consciousness of having faithfully 
discharged our duty, and of having been of service to our fellowmen. We 
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have served you in this review as faithfully as circumstances .permitted, and 
now submit the work for your charitable inspection, trusting that it may 
meet your appruval. " . 

Reports written ill this spirit cannot fail to be of interest and profit to the 

craft. 

IDAHO, 1898. 

The frontispiece is a portrait of the incoming Grand Master, and in the 

Proceedings we have a lso the portraits of the retiring Grand Master, GEORG~; 

M. W A'I'ERHOUSE, and Past Grand Master GEOIlGE L. SHOUP . 
.A Special Communication was held on March third, 1898, to bury R. W. 

Bro. CHARU~S C. STEVENSON, Grand Secretary and Chairman of the Com

mittee on Foreign Correspondence. We announced, in a note to our report 

last year, the death of this brother and paid a brief tribute to his memory, 

and we can only repeat that ill his death the whole craft have met with a 

severe loss. 

Past Grand Master, ISIDORE S. WEILER bad also died during the year, 

as well as some other Past Grand Officers of the Grand Lodge: 
We learn from the address of the Grand Master, GEORGE M: W ATER-

1I0 US.t;, that the death of Bro. STEVENSON was very unexpected. The Grand 
Master had not heard that he was seriously ill, and he well says of him: 

"No man in the Grand Jnrisdiction was so well and favorably known 
throughout the masonic world for his thorough knowledge of masonic law 
and his versatility as a masonic writer." 

He also announced the severe illness, commencing immediately after the 

close vf the session of the Grand Lodge, of Bro. GEORGE GARBUTT, Deputy 

Grand M aster. He had been stricken with paralysis and at the date of the 

session of the Grand Lodge was slowly improving, but whether he would 

recover his health again, tllne only conld tell. 

A man suspended for non-payment of dues, and probably knowing it, ap
plied to visit a lodge and passed examination and was admitted to visit. - He 

a fterwards denied that he had knowledge that he had been suspended. The 

Grand Master advised the lodge to formulate charges and forward them to 

the lodge in Texas, of which he was supposed to be a member, holding that 
the Idaho lodge could not try him but must furnish the evidence. 

As we have st.at ed elsewhere in this report, we think this is an error and 

that the lodge in whose jurisdiction he committed. the offence, has jurisdiction 

to try him, a lthough undoubtedly tlle lodge of which he was a member 
might try him. 

..... _.-
The Grand Master says that one of the greatest evils which tlte lodges 

have to contend with, is the lack of attendance of the members upon the 

meetings of the lodge, and he believes that leads to a non-payment of dues 
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and consequent suspensions. It is unquestionably a great element, but the 

same reason a that lead to non-attendance lead to allowing himself to be 

suspended. 

He suggests vjl.cious expedients to make the meetings more interesting, 

rehearsing the work, reading from some masonic history a lld discussing it, 

reading the Grand Lodge reports and discussing th e points brought out, and 

especially for the lodge to order and have a few first class masonic journals 

and have extracts from them read in the lodge. All these no doubt would 
be interesting to a good many, but we are sorry to say that experience seems 

to ind icate that they would be a bore to others. 

The Grand Secretary, 'THEODORE W. HANDALL, submits a very full re- ' 

port. He calls tbe attention of tbe Grand Lodge to "the demands and 

requests" for copies of tbe Proceedings that are continually received. Some 
send stamps to defray postage and some do not. Some say the postage will 

be cbeerfully refunded, but he says, in order to fill aJl these calls, it will be 

necessary to increase the number of copies from 500 to 1,000. 

Many of these calls, he says, are worthy and should be honored, but he 

suggests that it is impossible to give copies to every applicant, and the Grand 
Lodge took the matter up, provided for the method (If distribution and 

directed the Grand Secretary to place the remaining copies on sale at a 

price which would cover the cost. 

He announces the publication of the volume of Constitution, By- Laws, 

etc., which are held for sale at $1.50 each. 

He calls the attention of the Grand Lodge to the condition of the Library, 

and desires authority to have Proceedings bound, re-arranged, and to pur
chase some copies to complete files. 

It appears from his report that this Grand Lodge had never recognized 

the Grand Lodge of Peru, and, therefore, no action had been necessary in 

relation to it, especially as he had received a copy of the decree abrogating 
the obnoxious one. 

He calls attention to the recent action of the Grand Lodge of Washington 

in regard to " masons of African descent," but not having received the offi

cial proceedings, there was nothing upon which his Grand Lodge could a~t. 

The proceed ings of the Grand Lodge were harmonious, but almost entirely 
of a routine character, there appearing to be nothing of general interest, 

except that the jurisdiction was divided into six districts and a provision 

made for the appointment of a District Deputy Grand Master for each dis

trict, and to support the expense the following resolutions were adopted: 

"Resolved., That a District Deputy Fund be levied annua lly on the sub
ordinate lodges in this jurisdiction of thirty cents for each member on the 
annnal returns of their respective lodges for the pnrpose of paying the fares 
of said Deputies to attend a lodge of instruction at Boise City, or other con
venient place selected by the Grand Lecturer. 



Correspondence-Idaho. 357 

"Resulved, That the lodges in each District pay to said Deputy Grand 
Lecturer of their Distl'lct pro rata per membership suffic ient to pay the 
board and lodgi ng of said Deputy while heing instructed, upon his present
ing his bill for the same vouched for by the Grand Lecturer as being cor
ect_ " 

The ]{pport on Correspondence (75 pp_) was presented by Bro. FUEl> G. 

MOCK, the retiring Grand Master of the year before. 

He pays a deserved tribute to his predecessor, and in his introduction 

says: 

" Leading subjects of discussion have not changed in the year, but some 
new light bas been thrown about them. I have offered but few criti cisms 
and expressed but few opinions. If this is a disappointment to you I would 
ask what you expected of one so young-one who is II0t yet eight years old 
a mason. I have been benefited by the rich gems of thought that I havfl 
gathered from able masonic minds, and if you will read the report YOt, will 
surely be benefited also." 

He followed his plan very closely, and yet comments occasionally in such 

manner as to show that he promises to maintain the high reputation which 

the labors of his p redecessor have given to the reports from his Grand 

Lodge. 

He reviews Maine for 1897 and 1898. He refers to our comments upon 

granting money to relieve a brother with a provision that the brothel' must 

repay it when able to, und er the penalty of expUlsion if he failed to do so. 

As we remember this case, it was one in which a lodge relieved the mem

ber of another lodge and sent the bill to his lodge, which was poor and could 

not pay it: whereupon the Grand Lodge paid it, but ordered the recipient 

to r epay it when he should become able, under penalty oj expulsion! We 

thought, and still think, this is queer charity: it assumes that every mason, 

who receives assistance when in distress, thereby incurs an obligation to 

repay it, and if he does not repay it when able, he is liable to expulsion for 

unmasonic conduct. However, it is the logical result of the "Wisconsin 

Propo~ition," but is not the masonic charity which the Fathers taught. 

He criticises the granting of special dispensations to confer degrees out 
of time, as reported by ou r Grand Master, "for good and sufficient reasons." 

The usage of Maso nry in this jurisdiction and our Constitution expressly 
leave the decision of such questions to the Grand Maste;·, and when he 

grants a dispellsation "for good and sufficient reasons," there is no appeal 

from his decision, and we have confidence enough in our Gr~nd Masters to 

believe that one is never granted except" for good and sufficient reasons." 
The fact is, if our good brother had had experience, as we have had here in 

Maine in regard to this matter, he would not be so troubled a"ll<lut it. 
He also refers to our remarks in relation tq what his predecessor said con

cerning the resolutions which were sent to that Grand Lodge by ours for 
consideration, and -he expresses surprise at the course that was taken if we 
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were correct. We went by the record, and our brother can ascertain from 
that whether we were in error or not. If we were, we shall be quick to cor
rect the erroneous expression which we have given, especially as stated in 
our report last y.!ja.T, on account o~ the death of Bro. Sn;\'1<; KSON. 

We suggest, however, that the report and resolutions be forwarded to our 
Hepresentative near the Grand Lodge of Idaho, and ask him to prese nt them 

to the Grand Lodge and request its considerat ion of them, for it is evident 
that by some mistake somewhere, they have not been so presented and con
sidered. 

We desire to say that we d id not intend any reflection upon the Grand 
Lodge of Idaho, but merely to make the statement, as we understand it 
from the record, that the resolutions were not in fact presented. It is quite 
likely that our Representative was not present. Howeve r, th ere has been 
no particular harm done, and we make the suggestion stated above because 
we would like to have those resoll).tions presented to and considered by th e 
Grand Lodge of Idaho, especially in the light of more recent events, which 
show that there is a very strong tendency in the country to adopt the prin
ciple of the resolutions. 

ILLINOIS, 1898 . 

The Grand Master read a let ter from Past Grand Master ])I'; WITT G. 
CREGIER, excusing his absence from the Grand Lodge on accoullt of ill
ness, and a committee was appointed to wait upon him and express the re
grets of the Grand Lodge. We are greatly pained to state that within a few 
weeks, we have learned of the death of this brother, but have no offic ial in

formation in relation to it. 
We regret also to find that Past Grand Master JAMES A. HAWLEY was 

absent on account of illness and the same committee was directed to convey 
to him, in writ'ing, the regrets of the Grand Lodge. 

We a re inexpressibly pained to learn, since this paragrapb was W\'itten, 
that Bro. HAWLEY, too, has been taken from us. 

The Grand Master, EDWARD COOK, delivered a long and very full address 
This jurisdiction is so immense, that the matters corning before the Grand 

Master during the year are necessarily very numerons, and Bro. COOK 
proved to be an able and acti ve officer. 

The Senior Grand Warden, R. W. Bro. GEORGI;; M. MOULTON, was abo . 
sent in the United States service as Colonel of a regim ent, and the Grand 
Master thus alludes to it: 
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"Thirty ·three years ago our country was rejoicing in the close of a war 
whieh meant the solidarity of our nation. To-day we are rejoic ing in the 
cessation of a war wbich bas brougbt a step nearer to us the solidarity of 
tbe world . Tbe principles of humanity have gained a new triumph, and 
America has laid down aBd proved witb her blood the postulale that no Ba
tion has a right to stand by idle while another people suffers for bread ane 
liberty. At the close of the cent.ury the triumphs of our arms have added 
tbis new star to "he crown of the universal brotherhood, which shall be the 
victor of the ages. But not by the right of its triumphs alone has our nation, 
pressed forward. By its suffering, too, has it made speed God-ward. For 
by the tears and groans, and by the dying prayers of our soldiers, our people 
have learned to look with new fervor for the time when unity shall come 
without strife, aBd peace shall prevail without war." 

* * * * * * * * * 
"And so most of our more than seven hundred lodges have had at least 

one. member in the fie ld, and these' heroes in the strife' have had the moral 
and material support of the more than fifty-three thousand brethren who 
remained at home. 

"Nor has the Grand Lodge been left without its representative at the 
front. One of onr principal officers, the Seuior Grand Wa,rden, was among 
the first to respond to the call and to give his trained and valuable serv ices. 
With him are many brethren whose names have honorable place in our rec
ords and whose loy alty and zeal in the cause of liberty and justice are 
equaled only by tht ir devotion to the princ iples of ou r institution." 

He had granted d ispensations for only three lodges during the year, and 

in .this connection he well says: 

., There have been other applications for dispensations to form new lodges 
and perhaps some of these might have been granted with propriety, but a 
sumewhat rigid in terpretation of the law and a careful consideration of facts 
seemed to me to cOl'nsel a very conservative course. The large number of 
weak lodges with constantly di miBishing membersh ips, and the lack of vital
ity and healthful vigor on the part of many others, some of them less than 
a decade old, would seem to show that we already have too many, rather 
than too few lodges, and ind icates that great care should be exercised in 
authorizing new ventures. ' 

"The right to make masons is the highest privilege that can be conferred 
upon members of the Fraternity, and before the Grand Master gives breth
ren a license to set up in the business of conferring degrees, he should be 
abundantly satislied·that the bes t interests of the institution will be promoted 
thereby. 

"The law contemplates that the Grana Master, in considering the pro
priety of granting a dispensation to form a new lodge, shall have the bene
lit of the combinea wisdolll and best judgment of the three nearest lodges. 

" IL it not sufficient (as many loclges seem to think) that they are willing 
to yield jurisdiction over the territory and that the applicants are • good 
fellows.' They should by careful inquiry and investigation and through a 
competent committee if necessary, secure such information as will enable 
them to certify that all the statements made in the petition are known by 
them to be facts, thus giving the Gl'and Master the benefit of the informa
tion he is entitled to have, before he takes the grave responsibili ty of start-
ing a new masonic factory. .-- ~ 

"Constituent lodges should feel that this responsibility rests primarily 
upon them and tbat the Grand Master is entitled to all the information and 
assistance they can gi ve. " 

We most earnestly commend this to the attention of the brethren. The 
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idea of lodges too frequently is, that in acting upon this question they a re 
to consider only their own interests, whereas the reitl question is thc inter· 

ests of ~he Fraternity, not only in the immed iitte vicinity, not only in the 
state, hut the wl;ple Fraternity every where. 

As already stated, the number of officiitl acts performed by hilll were 
very numerous, and we cannot even r efer to them by classes. 

The Grand Master objects very strongly to appeals for aid which have 

reached the Grand Master from outside of the Grand Jurisdiction and 

he advises all to discountenance all such appeals that do not come pl'Operiy 

endorsed by the proper authorities of Illinois. Some of them he found to 

be really advertisements in disguise and in tended to promote personal inter

ests rather than to relieve distress, 
He speaks highly of the Schools of Instruct ion that had been held, and 

under the head of" work ," he wells says; and this we commend most ear

nestly to the brethren, for the evil denounced in it hits made its influence 

felt in Maine: 

" In my visits to lodges it has frequently and generally bee n Ill y good fur
tune, and a great pleasure to me, to see th e work exemplified iii a most 
beitutiful, accurate, and impresive lIIitnner. On such occasions I have felt 
that the expense incurred by the Grand Lodge in providing for instruction, 
and the efforts of our faithful and efficient 130itrd of Grand Examiners, ably 
supplelllented by the Deputy Grand Lecturers, have not been in vain, but 
have borne most credititble and satisfactorv fruit. 

" In a fpw instances, however, I hitve been saddened and discouraged ·to 
see evidences of an attempt to improve UpOll, enlarge, ornament and spec-
tacu]itrize the ceremonies. In most cases of this kind it has only been nec- • 
essary to call attention to the un warranted chitracter of these practices, to 
insure their suppression promptly and cheerfully. 

"A few have shown a disposition to persist, a nd to these it sbould be said 
that the use of expensive'robes and the introduction of uniforms, military 
drills, stage settings, theatrical scenes, inappropriMe II1I1S IC and other ap· 
pliances and paraphernalia itre things unknown in Ancient Craft Masonry, 
and foreign to our ceremonies as ituthoritative]y taught and practiced at our 
schools . 

• , When brethren fully reali ze in a practical way that the Grand Lodge 
has adopted a work and that it provides liberally for its dissemination, not 
only itS to matter but also as to manner, and that any willful depit1"ture from 
the ituthorized methorls is in the nature of an innovation and itn ev idence of 
disloyalt.y, all attempts to exploit individuitl id eas will disappear, and we 
shall everywhere see our unrivaled ritnal taught in its purity, simpli city , 
and impressive beauty. Let all unite in itn eamest, hOli est, and ·]oyitl effort 
to insure SQ desirable a consummation . " 

It may be uncharitable, possibly, but we have hitd occasion to th ink, 

sometimes, that these extras are promoted by persons having an interest in 
the business of furnishing the necessary paraphernalia. But we trust the 

day is far distant when the masons of Mair,e will depart from the methods 

adopted by the fathers and handed down for so many yeitrs, and changing 
the work into mere dramatic entertainments. 
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It may be remembered that last year a case was before the Grand Lodge 
in which a lodge, in defiance of the orders of the Grand Master, refused to 
put a brother on trial, and thereupon he suspended the charter and advised 
the revocation of it by the Granel. Lodge, but the case was continued until 
this year. The case of the offending member was sent to another lodge for 
trial and he was tried and expelled. The Grand Master states that there 
has been no effort made by the brethren of the lodge to have the charter 
restored, and he thinks there is no reasonable prospect of its being able to 
resume work, except to the detriment of Freemasonry, and he advises that 
the charter be revoked. 

In another case, business difficulties arose between some members of a 
lodge, but the Grand Master decided that the charges were not valid and 
advised that they should be withdrawn. He also sent Past Grand ' Master 
JOHN C. SMITH to visit the IQdge and do what he could in the interest of 
harmony, and upon his advice, the charges were withdrawn by unanimous 
vote. 

But immediately after, the same charges, in substance, were presented 
anel. a date fixed for trial. Bro. SmTH again attended as the proxy of the 
Grand Master, and mael.e another effort to restore peace and harmony; but 
he was not received with proper courtesy and his orders issued in the name 
of the Grand Master were openly defied, and thereupon he closed the lodge 
and declared the charter suspendl:'d, but the Master and eighteen other mem
bers of the lodge remained and went through the form of trying and ex
pelling the brother. He recommends that the charter be revoked. 

A member of another loel.ge acted as attorney in the prosecution, and 
was con~picuous in defying the authority of the Grand Master, and he was 
placed on trial for disrespect, but the lodge failed to convict him, and the 
case was appealed to the Grand Lodge. 

The Grand Master, after the experience which he had had, recommends 
that a Trial Board be established, saying: 

" ~1asonic trials are sad experiences which lodges always el.eplore but can· 
not always avoid. 

" The personal relations which members of the lodge sustain to one or 
another of the parties involved are almost certain actively to array them as 
partisans, to prejudice their views of the case, and to make the administra
tion of justice very difficult, if not impossible. The growing custom of en
gaging paid attorneys to conduct cases adds to the bitterness of the strife 
and often entails immoderate expense · upon one or both sides. 

" For these and other equally good reasons, the inquiry has been raised 
whelher it is not possible, either t,hrough a change of venue, or through 
some provision for a trial board outside of the lodge, to provid~- fileans for a 
speedy, fair, and comparatively inexpensive trial of cases likely to involve a 
heated or acrimonious contest in the lodge or to seriously impair its peace. 
I suggest that the subject be referrecl. to the jurisprudence committee for 
consideration and report." 

App. 24 G. L. 
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His remarks are undoubtedly true. A somewhat similar experience, 
though of not so bad a character, led the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts to 
provide a Board of Trial Commissioners for the trial of masonic offences in 
that jurisdiction. We have watcherl its operation with great care, and it 
seems to us to be'"itn abundant success, and in jurisdictions in which there 
are numerous trials, we believe it would be for the benefit of the Institution 

to establish it. 

The committee on Grand Master's address recommended that the charters 
of the two lodges above referred to be arrested permanently, and the Grand 

Lodge so voted. 
The Grand Master calls attention to the fact that there are twenty-two 

permanent members of the Grand Lodge, and he advises that mileage and 
per diem be allowed to them in order to enconrage their attendance. 

An amendment to the by-laws was adopted providing for the manner of 
restoring expelled masons. He must apply to the lodge at a stated com
munication and the petition be laid over till the next one, when, if it is 
cOllcurred in by a two-thirds vote, the Secretary shall transmit the same to 
the Grand Lodge for i18 action. But in case the lodge has become extinct, 
the petition shall be made directly to the Grand Lodge. 

Bro. JOHN C. SMITH, Grand Orator, delivered a fine address upon the sub
ject, "Freemasonry Universal, the Glory of our Fraternity and the Pride 
of our Brotherhood." 

The Committee on Jurisprudence reported against the Trial Board, sayillg, 
however: 

" During the past few years this Grand Lodge has had occasion to witness 
the Increasing dIfficulties growing out of long contested cases of discipline, 
and this committee is sure that the M. W. Grand Master has done wisely in 
calling your attention to the same. Some of these cases have grown out of 
business transactions, that should, under Ollr laws, have never been recog
nized as causes of masonic discipline. Others have been aggravated, as he 

, reports, by zealous' paid attorneys,' and the consequent expense is bpcom
ing frightful and the records cumbersome. Yet, for all this, our by-laws, 
in section 1, article 1, part 3, expressly state that' every lodge shall have the 
right to exercise discipline over all its mem bel's,' etc., 'for any violation of 
moral or masonic law.' The committee feels disposed to snggest arbitration 
in certain cases, but in many cases this would not be appropriate; no penalty 
could be inflicted except by vote of the lodge. The tendency to unneces
sarily enlarge the record might be checked by an amendment requiring each 
party to pay his own ' share of the expense, and such an amendment has 
been prepared and may be presented. A' trial board,' as suggested, does 
not seem to your committee to be a practicable expedient. " 

We believe that the evils will continue to increase and that some remedy 
must be devised. Whether it can be done by changing the character of 
masonic trials, we gravely doubt, for the reason that the law now allows 
such course of procedure as WOllld require a judge learned in the law to pre-
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side, a qualification ' that can hardly be expected from the Masters of our 

lodges. 
The recummendation of tbe Grand Mastel' to pay mileage and per diem to 

the permanent members was adopted. 
Past Grand Master ROBBINS reported the names of the Grand Bodies 

which should be recognized as masonic. He divides them into three heads. 
There is no occasion to raise any question as to those which he proposes to 
recognize. The other two classes are as follows: 

" Grand Lodges known to have orig'inally derived their Masonry wholly or 
in part from lawful sources, and which in the present state of our know/edge 
it is deemed expedient neither to accept nor rrject as lawful members of the 
masunic body: The three Prussian Grand Lodges-The Three Globes, the 
Grand National Lodge of Germany, and the Royal York of Friendship, at 
Berlill; and the Grand Lodges of Concord (Znr Eintracht,) at Darmstadt; 
Eclectic Union, Frankfort; Saxony, Dresden; The Sun (Zur Sonne), Bay
reuth; The Netherlands, the Hague; National, of Egypt, Cairo. Also the 
lodges composing 'The Free Association of Five Independent Lodges in 
Germany,' viz: Minerva, of the Three Palms, and Baldwin of the Linden, 
both at Leipsig; Archimede~ of the Three Tracing Boards, Altenburg; Carl 
of the Wreath of Rue, HildbuI'ghausen; Archimedes of the Eternal Union, 
Gera. 

" The following b:;dies are deemed to be without authority in Symbolic or 
Omft Masonry and the members of their obedience ineligible to visit lodges in 
Ill'inois: Grand Lodge of Alpina, St. Galleen, Switzerland; Grand Orient of 
Argentine Hepublic, Buenos Ayres; Grand Orient of Belgium, Brussels; 
Grand Orient of Brazil, Rio Janeiro; Grand Orient of Chili, Valparaiso; 
National Grand Lodge of Denmark, Copenhagen; Grand Orient of France, 
Paris (interdict); Grand Orient of Greece, Athens; Symbolic Grand Lodge 
of Hungary, Budapest; Grand Lodge of Hamburg, Hamburg (interdict); 
Grand Orient of Italy, Rome; Grand Lodge of Luxemberg; Grand Symbolic 
Diet of Mexico, its constituent Grand Lodges and all other Grand Lodges 
in that country; Grand Lodge of Norway, Christiana; {Jnited Grand Orient 
of Lusitania (L'ol'tgugal), Lisbon; Grand Lodge of Peru, Lima; Independent 
Grand Lodge of the J)ominican Republic, San Domingo; Grand Oriept of 
Spain, Madrid; Grand Lodge of Spain, Cadiz; Grand Lodge of Sweden, 
Stockholm; Grand Orient of Uruguay, Montivideo; Grand Orient of Venez
uela, Caracas; and all supreme 'clJuncils, or sovereign sanctuaries, or other 
powers however named, wherever situated of whatever rite-excepting Grand 
Lodges of Free and Accepted Masons-assuming to erect lodges with author
ity to confer the degrees of Symbolic Masonry." 

We have discussed this question herelofore an(i haye only to say that the 
lines in italics, which are so in the original, are in direct violation of masonic 
law and usage as universally recognized down to the time of.our Bro. HOI3IlINS . 

It will be noted that he includes in this list the Grand Lodge of Peru, which 
almost every 'Grand Lodge in the United States and in the world, except the 
lirand Lodge of Illinois, has recognized as a legitimate Grand Lodge. We 
regret very greatly that the Grand Lodge of Illinois shoulckfollow our dis

tinguished brother in his peculiar position upon this qnest ion. The best 
commentary upon his position is the fact that all the Grand Lodges, includ
ing the British Grand Lo:iges, with the exception of his own Grand Lodge 



Correspondence-lll£nois. 

and possibly one other, recognize very many of the Grand Bodies which he 
disowns, and the masons of their obedience as regular masons. 

The Report on Correspond~nce (168 pp.), with an index of eight pages 
more, was presenteg by Bro. ROIlIlINS: at the earnest solicitation of the 
Grand Master, he ha:-d 'reluctantly concluded to essay a report in the topical 
form." He well states the difficulties of this plan when he says that it com
pels the examination of all the Proceedings in advance of writing anything, 
and, therefore, he cannot notice Proceedin gs which are received at a late 

date. 
We confess that we do not like the plan. It is true that the ordinary 

plan may involve a longer report, but it also involves what the other plan 
fails to give, viz:-some account of the proceedings and condition of the 
craft in other jurisdictions. 

The primary object of these reports was t o give this information. The 
necessary result of changing the style is to substitute dissertations and essays 
on masonic subjects for the information in relation to other jurisdictions, 
which, as we have said, it was the primary object of these reports to furnish. 

The discussion of the questions is a later addition to tlH' work, and while 
exceedingly valuable, we hold that it still shouln not be allowed to be the 
primary object of the reports. 

To be sure, our brother in the head of " As others see us," notices the 
other jurisdictions very briefly. 

In his notice of Maine, he says: 
" Human lips never uttered so high a tribute to Masonry, or one so elo

quent of unconscious trust in its refining and elevating influence, as the 
simple act of Past Grand Master Drummond in opening to his brethren -as 
in the outset of his report-the door of that innermost chamber where he 
keeps the sacred memories of his dead daughter, the light of his household, 
but recently gone out-so recently that he cannot yet rea lize that he shall 
never again look with mortal eye upon the sweet face upon which he had 
always taken it for granted that his last look upon earthly things would rest. 
How hh misses it, he now knows that only those who have had a similar ex
perience can appreciate. 

" But it is also true that only those who have felt the hand-clasp of loved 
ones loosen as they went down into the valley of the shadow can know how 
surely and how quickly He in whom our trust is anchored ' giveth beauty 
for ashes.' The great change which veils our loved ones forever from our 
mortal sight, but embalms them to memory, and while the fleeting years 
leave their trace upon ns and all things about ns, they walk beside us here 
changeless as the stars. " 

We have sometimes regretted that we made that allusion in our report, 
but sentiments like these, which we have quoted, which are not personal to 
us, but apply to Masonry, take away all those regrets. 

We greatly regret to read the following: 
"Each lodge has the same interest in every eligible man residing within 

their common territory as a possible candidate for the degrees, that every 
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other lodge has. This equality. of interest ceases only when he ceases to be 
a possible candidate by becoming an actual cand!date through a petition to 
one of their nnmber. The interest of all the others lapses because his 
character as a possible candidate bas disappeared. But if he petitions a 
lodge outside of th eir common territory, their interest in him as a possible 
candidate has not lapsed until he is inves ted with the eligibility which he 
lacks. Now, upon what principle of law or equity may one of the lodges 
a lone undertake to invest him with the htCking el igibi lity, when neither that 
lodge nor any of the others is to be benefited by it, but all a re to be equally 
d ispossessed. " 

The old law was that no lodge has any" interest" in candidates; the law 

that a candidate mnst apply to the nearest lodge, is of recent enactment, 

and was enacted for the benefit of the F'ratern'ity, and not the lodges, upon 

the asSllmption that a candidate is best known by the lodge nearest to his 

residence, and that lodge is best qualified to pass upon his fitness to be made 

a mason. 
He devotes considerable space to " cipher ritnals," bnt a more appropri

ate head ing would be " A n attack upon Scottish lUte Masonry." He says 
that the first printed cipher of which he ever heard was in the possession of 

Bro. ALIlI'; RT PIK E. But the whole force of this is destroyed by the fact 

that cipher rituals, made years before 1'110; was born, are still in existence. 

It will be time enough to discllss his views, when he comes to the real ques- • 

tion , and discusses it upon its merits 0 1' demerits. 
He apparently agrees with the action of the Grand Lodge of Washington 

in regard to Negro Masonry. He took the same position in 1871. We have 

examined what he writes in this report, and find that we have anticipated 

his positions in what we have already written, and that he was conclusively 

answered in every point twenty years ago. 

He finds that the sentim ent of the craft in relation to " using Masonry 

for business purposes" has become so pronounced, that this evil is very 

likely to cease to exist: he well says: 

"These express ions are sufficient to show in what direction the current 
is now setting; and, although it will be yet a good while before the desired 
end is reached, the revolutionary nature and tendencies of the evil complained 
of is becoming so generally recognized that it will be rf>ached. Human 
cupidity will still remain, alld a lthough this particular manifestation of it 
shall disappear, in this partic;ular guise, we 'may be sure that the necessity 
for watchfulness against its outcroppings will remain also." 

We are glad to find that he sees evidence of a reaction in respect to the 

drastic legislation in relation to nOll-payment of dues: he says: 

"Granted that the mollifyiIig oin tment has accomplished so little in the 
healing way, has the blister, the moxa, or the knife accomplished anything 
beyond blullting the sensibilities or those who apply them in violation of 
the obligations which rest-or should rest-with equal weight upon all 
pa;rties to the con tract. Of course masons, like other people, will ge t 
piqued if their neighbors, or, worse yet, their kindred, persist in taking a 
different view of duty than they themselves do ; but snrely those whose 
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training is supposed to be a help in subdui.ng the passions, should not be 
the first to enforce their ideas of duty with a bludgeon. It is a singular 
fact that most masons who bewail the' evil' of a brother's separating him· 
self from them, seem to believe that the only orthodox cure for the evil is 
to drive the objec~Q.f their solicitude back into the fold with a cudgel; to 
draw him back by a silken thread would be no cure at all. Just now the 
preponderance of opinion is manifestly tending to the more fraternal method, 
and this preponderance is likely to be augmented as the few Graml Lodges 
that have not profited either by their own experience or the experience of 
others, have had their turn with the coercive panacea." 

The following in relation to rejected candidates hits the nail squarely on 

the head: the Maine proposition has been endorsed more fully than we ex

pected at the outset: it is gaining ground steadily, if slowly: the ground 

gained will never be lost: every clash that arises over the question directs 

attention to it: Grand Lodges whose "system works well," suddenly find 

themselves at odds with some other Grand Lodge, and must either consiLler 
the matter or submit quietly to the refusal of other jurisdictions to recog

nize its work and leave one of its initiates to mourn that he is a victim of 

misplaced confidence; the action of the Grand Encampment in adopting 

the Maine proposition, only changing" five years" to "three years," may 

properly be cited at least as straw to show the direction in which the current 

is setting: 

" Of these latter is the subject of jurisdiction over rejected material, 
which for a few years has occupied a front place. As indicated in our last 
report the tentative overture made by the Grand Lodge of Maine to see if 
haply a common ground could be found, to occupy which both sides might 
be willing to yield something in the interest of common harrnony, has fare.l 
better than its precursor, the Mississippi proposition, but the result is not 
immediately encouraging. The complacency with which as a rule every 
Grand Lodge views its own regulations is such that it can safely be ap
pealed to by an indolent or indifferent committee, who want to get rid of a 
leisure-disturbing proposition from some other Urand Lodge avowing no 
more beguiling purpose than the general good; and a report that' it is inex
pedient to disturb the settled policy of the jurisdiction' or that' experience 
under our regulations has not disclosed any necessity for changing them,' 
starts on the roarl to adoption with the combined weight of self-approbation 
and inertia at its back. It seems to us that the failure of the Maine over
ture to receive the general consideration which the importance of the sub
ject might have been expected to command for it was from a disinclination 
to consider any proposition at that time rather than from deliberately 
formed objections to that particular form. Upon the frequency of cases of 
friction and deadlock occurring under the present diversity of regulation 
will depend the duration of the present ebb in the discussion which is sure 
sooner or later to be again at the flood . Meanwhile there has been a dis
tinct gain from the agitation in the wider recognition of the fact that pend
ing an arrival at a community of regulation on this subject, there can be 
but one otber common, peace-insuring ground, and that is, that in dealing 
with the rejected material of other states the Grlt.nd Lodge shall require its 
lodges to respect the regulations of the jurisdiction in which he was rejected. 
Of course this brings us back again to the starting point of the difficulty, 
the failure to respect these regulation~, but in traversing the ground it has 
been made plain to the general comprehension that in respecting those 
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regulations we are not constra ined to admit that a Grand Lodge can give 
its laws extra territorial force but that we are constrained by a principle 
which transcends all territorial lin es, the principle t.hat the lawful acts of a 
regular lodge lawfully at labor under the regulations of a recognized Grand 
Lodge must be held to be valid and to be adequate to give to the material 
coming under its hand the status designed and defined by those regulations." 

Referring to the action of the Grand Master of Nebraska in making a 
mason a t sight, and the disposition of the matter by the Grand Lodge, (See 
our report for 1898) Bro. RORI3INS says: 

"The jurisprudence committee, passing the question whether the pre· 
rogative ever inhered in the office of Graml Master, expressed the opinion 
that it does not inhere in the offi ce of Grand Master in Nebraska, and dis
approved the Grand Master's action. The Grand Lodge (rather cavalierly, 
as it seems to us, ) refused the request made in behalf of the Grand Master 
-whose successor had not been 'insta.lled-that action be postponed until 
next year, and adopted the report. Timely inquiry was made as to the 
status of Henry Phelps, aud thereanent the jurisprudence committee reported 
that in their opinion he was an irregularly made mason, and recommended 
that the Grand Master, in person or by proxy, be directed to go to Schuyler 
as soon as convenient, and heal young Phelps' in due masonic manner,' first 
requiring pay ment of the fees required by the laws of the lodge within 
whose jurisdiction Phelps resided, for conferring the degrees. 

"The report was adopted, and we have puzzling spectacle of the Grand 
Lodge of Nebraska in the legerdemain of creating hy multiplication some
thing out of nothing, invoking to go to Schuyler and confer upon Phelps the 
masonic status, a power which the necessity for its going showed did not 
exist! " 

We hope that Bro. ROI3B INS will return to his former style of report. It 
may be because we were accustomed to the old form, but the fact is we can
not recogn ize this as coming from his pen. However, we had our say in the 
beginning. 

INDIANA, 1898. 

The froutispiece is a portrait of the incoming Grand Master, SIMEON S. 
JOHNSON, and on the opposite page is a fine cut of the new masonic temple 
at Indianapolis. 

The Grand Lodge was honored by the presence of Grand Master NELSON 

WILLIAMS and Past Grand Master ALLEN ANDREWS, of Ohio, who were re
ceived, welcomed and responded ill eloquent and appropriate worns. 

The Grand Master, MASON J. N IBLACK, refers to the war with Spain, and 

in the course of his remarks says: 

" Masonry is pre-eminently a patriotic Order. All its teachings are con
ducive to loyalty, patriotism a nd a higher state of good citizenship. Bound 
together by such teachings, we cannot fa il to take the ~nest interest in 
everything that pertains to our national welfare." 

At the time his address was delivered, Peru had not rescinded its former 
action, and he ~ecommended that masonic communication with that Grand 
Lodge be suspended, and his recommendation was adopted. 
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He announces the deaths of Past Grand Masters ANDREW H . DA Y and 
ALEXANDER C. DOWNEY, and Past Grand Deacon ALEXANDI<R THOMAS, 
who he well describes as " one of the wisest and best known masons of In-
diana." -"'~ 

He devotes his address very largely to a succinct account of his official 
acts, few of which are of general interest. 

One lodge claimed that, on account of its early organization, it had a 
right to confer the work as they had conferred it some thirty years ago; 
but he decided, of course, that that lodge, in common with all others, was 
bound by the law of the Grand Lodge, and he was informed that his order 
had been cheerfully complied with. 

In another case, a lodge initiated the material of another lodge, but upon 
complaint the work was stopped. Thereupou the lodge, in whose jurisdic
tion the candidate lived, but not the lodge which initiated him, expelled 
him. The other lodge claimed that that lodge had rio jurisdiction over him 
for the purpose of expulsion and that it had a right to go on and confer the 
other degrees, the order of the Grand Master in relation to the fees, etc., 
having been complied with, and he submitted the quest ion to the Grand 
Lodge. 

But the Grand Lodge did not decide the question. The majority of the 
Committee on Jurisprudence reported that the proceed ings were without 
jurisdiction and void, and that the lodge in which the brother received his 
degree, was the only one which had jurisdiction over him and, therefore, 
decided that the lodge which conferred on him the Entered Apprentice 
degree, having complied with the order of the Grand Master as to the fees, 
could go on and confer the other degrees. 

One member of the committee concurred in the opinion that the action of 
the lodge was illegal, but held that the lodge had the right to try the of
fender so far as the mere trial was concerned, but as the charges were for 
acts committed before the initiation, the action of the lodge should be set 
aside. The record of the proceedings, however , shows that the reports of 
the majority and minority of the committee" were not adopted." 

As the question raised is substantially a new one, we shall be pardoned 
for a brief discusssion of it. The minority of the committee based his re
port upon the proposition that a lodge within whose jurisdiction a mason 
resides may try him for un masonic conduct. The majority held, however, 
that an E. A. can be tried only by the lodge in which he received the 
degree. 

We think neither of these propositions is technicaJly correct. As we 
understand it, the rule which has become almost universally established is 
that the lodge, in whose jurisdiction a masonic offence is committed, may 

try the offender, and we know of no reason why this rule d"oes not apply as 
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well to an Entered Apprentice as to a Master Mason. We also agree that a 
mason cannot be tried for an offellce committed before his initiation, unless 
it is upon the basis of fraudulent representations made in his petition, and 
then the real offence is the fraud perl'etrated by him on the lodge in gaining 
admission, and as that offence is necessarily committed within the jurisdic
tion of the lodge to which he applied, that lodge only would have jurisdic
tion over him. 

We do not know whether in Indiana, if a mason is tried and expelled and 
does not appeal, the judgment is a. valid onc, a lthough on appeal it should 
be set aside as erroneous, but in Main!', where the proceedings result in ex
pulsion, they must be submitted to tbe Grand Lodge, and if it should appear 
on record that no masonic offence was charged, the proceedings would be 
quashed. 

As there is not enough of the charges set out in these Proceedings to en
able us to determine what the precise character of the offence was, we there
fore, canllot determine how the case would have been decided if it had come 
up in Maine. 

The Grand Master announces that the Historian had completed his His
tory of Freemasonry in Indiana and that he had had the manuscript sub
mitted to a committee of three Past Grand Masters. That committee re
ported, speaking in high terms of the History and the amount of labor in
volved in its preparation and recommended that $700 be paid to the Histo
rian as his compensation, and that the History should be- printed by the 
Grand Lodge. 

He also annoullced that Bro. 8M YTHE, the Grand Secretary, had not com
pleted the book which he had commenced, containing the decisions of the 
Grand Lodge, but he hopes that the book would be completed at an early 
day, as he had felt very often the need of such a work. We rather suspect 
that Bro. SMYTIH~ 'S experience has been like that of some others who have 
done a similar work, and that is, that it takes very much more time and 
labor to do the work than was anticipated at the start. 

Olle unique and yet very interesting ceremony had happened during the 
year. A t the previous annual communication, it was stated that the remaius 
of Past Grand Master ALEXANDER BUCKNER, who after his official term 
became a resident and citizen of Missouri, were lying in an unmarked grave 
and not in any cemetery. {fhe Grand Secretary was directed to remove his 
remains and bury them in the city cemetery at Cape Girardeau in Missouri, 
and erect a suitable heanstone at the head of the new grave,. ,... The on\er of 
the Grand Lodge was complied with on the twenty-eighth of September, 
1897, when the Granl\ Secr~tary, in company with the Grand Master, went to 
Missouri and personally superintended the work. The Grand Master of 
Missouri was unable to be present, but he appointed a personal representa-
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tive who was present. The local lodge assisted in the ceremonies. ' A fu

neral procession was formed at its hall and the remains of Past Grand Master 

BUCKNER (which had been buried in 1833) were conveyed to the new ceme

tery and the full-'ifiasonic burial service read by the Grand Master of In

dia,na. 
Some fifty masons were present, and followillg the burial service Bro. 

LEWIS HOUCK, of Cape Girardeau, delivered a memorial and biographical 

address, which is published with the Proceedings, and it is an exceedingly in
teresting contribution to the early history of the two states and especially of 

Grand Master BUCKNER'S participation therein. He was followed by an 

interesting address by Grand Master NIBLACK, of Indiana. A monument 
was set up with a suitable inscription. Grand Master BUCKNER was prom

inent not only as a mason, but in public life, being Unit.ed States Senator at 

the time of his death. 

The Grand Secretary gives an interesting picture of the condition of the 

Grand Lodge when he was called ,to the office twenty years before : it was 

then laboring under a , heavy debt, but during his term of service, it had 

been paid and the property of the Grand Lodge released from all incum

brances, with also an invested fund of over $:30,000 and over i'ii 14,000 in the 

hands of the Treasurer. 

When the war broke out, the Grand Secretary hoi;;ted the American flag 

on the Masonic Temple, for which act he was criticised, as he says, "both 

favorably and unfavorably." The matter was taken up, referrfld to a 

special committee, which made a patriotic report, fully sustaining the action 

of the Grand Secretary. 

The basis of the report is that masons are taught, as one of their first 

duties, to be loyal to the government of the country in which they live and 

that the support of the government in tne war was a masonic duty, and, 

thereforp" that the act of the Grand Secretary was in accord with masonic 

principles. . 

A circular letter from some Master Masons of Monterey, Mexico, in ref

erence to the recognition of " Mexican Masonry," was presented, but the 
,committee reported that it gave no information and did not emanate offi

cially from any regular Body of masOl~s, and, therefore, no action was 

taken upon it. We believe this referred to the recognition of a State Grand 

Lodge in opposition to the Gran Dieta. 

The Grand Lodge decided that the degrees cannot be conferred on a 

man" who has lost the first two fingers of his right hand at the third joint." 

We would be glad to copy from the" Memorial to the Dead" presented 

by the committee, but our space will not allow. 

We are pained to hear that during the session of the Grand Lodge Bro. 
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MARTIN H. HICE lost a sister by death. The Grand Lodge adopted resolu
tions of sympathy unanimously by a ri si ng vote. 

The Report on Correspondence (13i) pp.) was presented by Bro. NICHOLAS 
R. R UC KUJ. As heretofore, he gives an admirable abstract from the Pro
ceedings of other Grand Lodges with a few comments, fewer than we wish 

there were. 

Of the Wisconsin proposition, he says: 

"The accumulation and a<iministration of a great Charity Fund is not 
one of the original pnrposes of the masonic Institution. The power of the 
Grand Lodge to collect through the particular lodges a per capita tax for its 
Hupport and maintenance IS conceded. The power of the Grand Lodge to 
tax for the support of institutior,s of greater or less merit is not unlimited, 
though there is no statutory pn~scription . There is a disposition in many 
instances to raise by Grand Lodge taxat ion the funds for charitable ex
pen<litures which the particular lodges have fa iled to provide by the assess
ment of dues against their members. This carries with it the disbursement 
of charity by a Grand Lodge cOlDmittee instead of the charity committee of 
the local lodge, and takes away the saving merit of individual giving, which 
has more of a masonic flavor. Who will decide for us whether these pro
visions are an enlargement or a perversion of the masonic plan? " 

In reply it may be Sllid that very early in the history of the Grand Lodge 
of Massachusetts, provision was made for the accumulation of a " Charity 
Fund"": not with the purpose, .however, of taking the place of the local 
lodges, but to be disbursed in extraordinary cases, either in aid of a poor 
lodge, or in cases in which the recipient would have no cla im upon a lodge 
as snch. 

He refers to our remarks upon the difficulty between the Grand Lodges 
of Indiana and PennBylvania, growing out of the initiation by a lodge under 
the jurisdiction of the former, of a candidate rejected by a lodge of the 
latter, but makes no comment upon tht'm . 

INDIAN TERRITORY, 1898. 

Two special communications were held to lay corner stones. The cere
monies were performed by the Grand Lodge. 

At the annual communication the Grand Master, JAln;s A .. SCOTT, de
livered a brief address in which his official acts and dispensations are stated 
very concisely. It was the twenty-fifth annual communication of the Grand 
Lodge, counting the oneat which it was organized as the first. At that 
time there were three lodges in the Territory; at this time the number is 

ninety and over. 
HIl decided that the work of a lodge, at a communication when only five 

members were present, was not lawfhl, as a lodge cannot be opened unless 
there are present seven Master Masons. 

He announced the following decision also: 
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"Has the Worsbipful Master the right to give a special committee further 
time against the wishes of the lodge? 

"Answer: He has. His powers are great, but no pru,lent Master will 
set aSide the wishes of his lodge, except in extreme cases. II 

-, ', 
Of course the decision is correct and the caution a wise one. Tn that juris-

diction it requires unanimous COnSe!lt to grant a waiver. 

He decides that a lodge is not a court for the collection of debts, and yet 

he says that before masons should resort to courts of law with each other, 

all fraternal i~fluences' practicable should be used to bring about a settle

ment. ' 

A brother had discove'red that the Bible teaches that it is wrong to be a 

mason and asked that a dimit be granted: and the Grand Master replied as 

follows: 

"Answer: No. Our law, Pagp. 38, Constitution, Article XVI, says: 
, Whenever a brother applies for a dimit and his dues are fuJly paid and no 
charges .are preferred against him * * * * the dimit shall be granted 
to him by order of the W. M' without a vote of thp. lodge.' But when a 
brother applies for a dimit upon the grounds stated in your letter it is your 
duty to order 'charges to be preferred against him at once, and it is the duty 
of your lodge to either expel or indefinitely suspend him. Your lodge could 
not afford to recommend such a mason to the Craft, wherever dispersed 
about the globe, as a true craftsman. II 

We do not agree. We hold that it is not necessary in granting a dim it, 

that it should be accompanied with a recommendation to the Fraternity, 

although that is highly desirable. But if a man chooses to terminate his 

membership, he has an absolute right Lo do so and should be furnished with 

the evidence that he has terminated his membership and it iR not necessary 

to go further. 
But we object most earnestly to the expulsion of a man who has come to 

believe conscientiously that it is in conflict with the law of God for 

him to relnain a mason. Of course, if the claim is pretended and is false, 

he should be expelled for the false pretence, but Masonry interferes with no 

one' s duty to God, and we hold that the conscience of the individual must 
be the tribunal to decide the question. 

He decided that in that jurisdiction a Past Master has no right to open 

the lodge in the absence of the Master and Wardens. We think it would 

bl' better and more convenient if this Grand Lodge would return to the old 
usag~, for, in any 'sparsely settled country, such a conti ngency is likely to 

occur, and the old rule was a safe one, as has been shown by the experience 

of the Grand Lodges which have always maintained it. 

The efficient GraBd Secretary, Bro. JOSEl'H S. MUHlWW, submitted as 

usual a full report, but very concisely written. 

At the last session of the Grand Lodge, he was instructed to 'have printed 

and distributed a new edition of the Constitution and By-Laws, consisting 
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o. f 2,000 co.p ies. But he fo.und that the call fur the co.pies was so. large that 

it was apparent the number o.rdered printed wo.uld last but a very brief 

time, and Upo. il co.nsultatio.n with the Grand Master , he had do.ubled the 

number printed, and adrled also. blank pages for addit ions, etc. , at an ad
ditio.nal Co.s t in the who.le o.f $80, which he paid o.ut o.f his o. wn po.cket, but 

asking the Grand LC'dge t o. co.nfirm what he had do.ne. He had mailed fro.m 

ten to thirty copies t o. each lo.dge. 
We regard the publicatio.n o.f a sufficient number o.f copies o.f the Co.nsti

tutio.n and By-Laws o.f the Grand Lo.dge to. place a co.py in the hands of 

every maso.n in t he Territo.ry, to. be a very wise o.ne. We believe that th e 

calls fur dec isio.ns by Grand Masters wo.uld be very greatly reducpd if pains 

were taken to. place the Co.nstitut io.n and Laws in the hands o.f as many 
members as co.uld be induced to. r ead them, and witho.ut Co.st. The Grand 

Lo.dge co.nfirmed his actio.n , and o.rderpd the additio.nal expense paid. 

One lo.dge lust its hall and co.ntents by fire, and was re-building, and the 

dues were remitted. 
The Grand Secre tary stated that the hall o.f another lo.dge was des,tro.yed 

by a cyclo.ne during the co.nferring o.f the third degree. QUi,te a number o.f 

meUlbers were injured and o.ne was nearly killed, and the dues were re

mitted ; it is said fUrlher : 

•• It 'is pro.bable that the candidate wh o. was being raised t o. the degree o.f 
Master Maso.n at the time the cyclo.ne struck the hall r ealized the truth ,o.f 
the Master's statement that this life is beset by dangers, that life is a ro.ugh 
and a rugged ro.ad. He was raised in a manner unlike that of any, other 
Master Maso.n probably in the histo.ry o.f Maso.nry. " 

Th e Gralld Master decided that if t here is no. law fo.rbidding it, a lo.dge can 

rent its hal l. We have heret o.fo.re discussed this questio.n, and there is 

certainly no.thing in the laws o.f MaHo.nry which pro.hibits the renting o.f 

' lo.dge halls, excppt where Grand Lo.dges have intervened and passed express 

laws. The idea that a maso.nic hall can be used fur rio. o.ther pupo.se has 

been applied in the past o.nly to. halls dedicated to. maso.nic usage, and copy

ing the law o.f the church, decisio.ns have been made that it is no.t pro.pel' to. 

use maso.nic halls fo.r o.ther purpo.ses. 

We have always dissented fro.m this view, fo.r it is a useless waste o.f mo.ney 

to. hire a hall fo.r the exclusive use o.f a po.o.r lo.dge when it is to be used o.nly 

fro. m twelve to. twenty times a year. Such was no.t the o.ld rule 0.1' practice. 

L o.dges then met very largely at so.me hall in a ho.tei and arrangements 

we~e made so. that the paraphernalia was taken care o.f in such manner as 
nut to. interfere with the use o.f the hall fur o.ther purpo.ses. 

We believe this to. be nnwise, as we have said, because it impo.ses a heavy 
burden lIpon the craft fo.r a mere sentiment and no.thing else. 

The Grand Master decided that a by-law which pro.hibits a maso.n fro.m 

vo.ting 0.1' ho.lding o.ffice who.se dues are unpaid at the time o.f an electio.n was 
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invalid, until at least be sbonld bave been tried and a penalty inflicted . Ac
cording to masonic usage at the present day, a mason loses none of his rigbts 
un t il he bas been disciplined. 

Tbe committee of the Grand Lodge, however, reversed the deci~ion of the 

Grand Master arra, as we understand it, their report waR accepted by the , 
Grand Lodge. The committee held that the righ t , to vote or hold office is a 
privilege and not an absolute right. From this we utterly dissent. Mem
bership in the lodge carries with it the right to vote and to hold office when 
elected until the member has been deprived of that right by regular proceed
ings according to masonic law. 

We have already referred to a decision in which a mason wanted a dimit 
on the ground that he could not conscientiously remain longer a mason, but, 
in the report, of the committee, we find a further statement as follows : 

" We approve of decision No. 11, but would suggest, for the benefit of the 
craft that the facts were about as follows: ' Six members of the lodge 
attended a meeting and in open lodge announced that the Bible taught th'at 
it was wrong to belong to the masonic institution and would end anger their 
prospects for Heaven, and demanded their dimits, their dues being paid .' 
The Master directed their removal from tbe lodge rOOIll and ordered the 
Junior Warden to prefer charges, refusing to grant dimits ullder the circulll
stances. The craftsmell were tried, convicted and expelled," 

We regard this proceed ing as a gross violation of ' the fundamental law of 
the craiL, in that it is an attempt to set masonic law above the law of God. 

We note tbat the Grand Tyler had been one of the Rough Riders at San
tiago and was severely wounded, and at the time of the session of th e Grand 
Lodge was in a hospital in New York. When this was announced: 

"A spontaneous offering was laid on the altar for Bro, Simms amounting 
to $56.50 and the Grand Secretary was instructed to wire bim the sympathy 
and bl;otherly love of the Grand Lodge and also write a letter sourling the 
money. " 

We would like to follow the Grand Orator through his excellent add ress, 
but space will not allow. 

The Committee on Appeals had a good many cases before them in which 
the ac tion of lodges was reversed , sometimes on t.echnical grounds and some
times on the merits. In other cases the findings were sustained. 

]n one case the findillgs were sustained, although there were tech nical 
errors in tbe procedure. We are glad to note this, as the tendency elsewhere 
ha..~ been to insist too strongly upon mere tech nical errors. We believe that 
when a masonic trial is under investigation by the Grand Lodge and sub- .1 

stantial justice has been done, the proceedings should not be set asid e for 
were technical informalities. 

The report of tbe Committee o'n Necrology is of special interest. Bro. 
ALLYN KENT CAPRON, a Captain in the Hough Riders, was killed in the 
battle of June 24, 1898, and his last words were, .. Boys don' t mind me, go 
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ou with the fighting." The Grand Lodge dedicated a memorial page to him 
upon which this statement is inscribed. 

Another brother in the battle of the second of July was wounded and died 
later, and the Grand Lodge ordered that a copy of the report should be sent 
to the parents and widows of the deceased hrethren and the subordinate 
lodges ordered to drape their charters in mourning for the term of thirty 
days. 

The Grand Secretary says that during the reading of the Report on Juris
prudence his attention was so much distracted by members asking questions 
and desiring orders on the Grand Treasurer that. he is not sure that he cor
rectly reported the action of the Grand Lodge. The incident suggests its 

own remedy. We have seP.n other Grand Secretaries troubled in the same 
way. 

We think exceedingly well of our practice in Maine of having an Assist
ant Grand Secretary qualified to note and take down the proceedings as they 
are taken, leaving the Grand Secretary to superintend and w attend to 'such 
other matters as sometimes necessarily arise. 

No Heport on Correspondence. 

IOWA, 1898. 

The frontispiece is an e.s:cellent group of the portraits of the elective 
Grand Officers. The volume, it is scarcely necessary to · say, still maintains 
the high character for which Brother PARVIN's Proceedings have become 

celebrated. 
The Grand Master, ALMON R. DEWEY, in the commencement of his ad

rlress says: 
"The earliest pages of hist,ory are too dim to acquaint us with the origin 

or the original powers of a Grand Lodge; but when first appearing with 
sufficient intelligence to be comprehended, it gives us the unmistakable 
evidence that a Grand Lodge was ever clothed with high authority, and at 
all times conceded to be the height of masonic prerogative. 

" Indeed, a Grand Lodge is clothed with all the attributes of government, 
and with a system of government complete within itself and peculiar to 
itself. and contains the elements of all forms of civil government. A civil 
government professes to contain the fu.nctions of the legislative, judicial and 
executive. The first declaration of our laws-the preamble of the constitu
tion-is a declaration that contain~ all these elements of civil government: 
'A Grand Lodge is the sovereign, legislative, judicial, and executive power 
of a territorial jurisdiction of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons.' 

"Henee, within a Grand Lodge may be brought all these issues: As a 
legislative body it may make laws; as a judicial body it may construe them; 
as an executive body it may enforce them. No higher al'thority exists to 
traverse or review its legislation; no other tribunal can question the de
termination of its judicial functions, it being, for masonic purposes, a court • 
of last resort. Its executive authority is conclusive and may be rigidly en
forced." 
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We give this very gladly, as it comes from a jurisdiction, which has theo
retically held until a very recent period, that a Grand Lodge has only such 
powers as are granted to it by the lodges or the craft. It is true that Bro. 
DEWEY states the original masonic doctrine. But with the adoption of a 
constitutional forli1 of government by the people of the United States, the 
same ideas crept into masonic government, and threatened to revolutionize 
it. Iowa adopted and retained these doctrines until she saw the evil of them, 
and we are glad to see so emphatic a statement of the true doctrine from its 
Grand Master. 

He also refers to the seditions which have existed in that jurisdiction, say
ing that, "Trnth has in its own time purged it from the wrong and rewarded 
the right," so that Masonry in Iowa has, for the past few years, enjoyed 
the greatest prosperity. 

He had the sad duty of announcing the death of three Past Grand Masters, 
ZEPHANIAH C. LusE, HALPH G. PHELPS and 'VlLLIAM P. ALLEN, and he 
paid ~loquent tributes to the memory of each. We have not room for them, 
but the loss to Iowa and the craft is so great that we desire to notice each: 
bu t of necessi ty, briefly. 

We were personally acquainted with Brother LusE . During the latter 
part of his life he was in adverse circumstances and was the victim of a 
painful disease. In the earlier days of onr acquaintance, he was an active, 
devoted mason, and one for whom we had a very great personal regard. 
Brother PHELPS we have known only through the Iowa Proceedings, from 
which we were led to form a very high opinion of his worth as a man, his 
devotedlless as a ma.~on , and his ability. as a jurist. He administered the 
affairs of the Grand Lodge at a very trying time but with very great success, 
and his work upon the Committee on Jurisprndence in his Grand Lodge is 
a monument to his memory which will last as long as the decisions of 
the past are taken as guides for the future. Of Brother A LLEN we knew 
less. He had been for twenty-eight years one of the Custodians of the 
Work, and as such rendered service of the most important character. 

Grand Master D~;WEY, upon learning the action of the Grand Master of 
Peru, issued his edict suspending masonic intercourse with that Grand 
Lodge; which was continued in force because he had not, at the time of 
the session of the Grand Lodge (June), received notice of the rescission of 
the former action. 

He had twice assisted in the laying of corner stones and he believ.es that 
the services were productive of good, both to the craft and the community. 

He devotes quite a space to an account of arresting the jewel of a MaEter 
for conferring degrees upon a candidate after he knew that Ids lodge had no 
jurisdiction over him. 
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There was one part of his order which is new to us. The member, upon 
whom the degrees were conferred, was ordered to apply for membership tothe 
lodge which had actual jurisdiction over him, and if he should be rejected 
by that lodge, he should remain a member of the lodge which conferred the 
degrees upon him. We have not had time to give this view of the matter 
consideration. 

Grand" Master DEWEY devotes some space to the" Cipher Ritual," and 
the matter was considered by a special committee, but they have all made 
the mistake of not meeting the real question at issue. They make certain 
assumptions, and talk very earnestly from that standpoint. They say" It 
is contrary to masonic usage, custom, and obligation." Here are three 
errors in a single line. It is not contrary to masonic usage; it is not con
trary to masonic customs; and whether it is contrary to obligation, depends 
entirely upon what the cipher is. There is no doubt in the world that 
Thomas Smith Webb used ciphers himself, and made them for his pupils. 
There are ciphers in existence made by masonic lecturers of Webb's time, 
made by parties who received the work directly from him, and their use 
has been continuo,us from Webb's time tu the present, and the ciphers 
which they made, at the time when they were made, were not any violation 
of any obligation. 

The writers against ciphers ignore these facts, and do not meet the prac
tical question at all. That the rule has been violated since Webb's day, 
and is violated very generally, at the present time, is also beyond question. 

We opposed very earnestly the famous "Mnemonics" . of some forty 
years ago as going beyond the usage and 'the rule, and as being in violation 
of obligation. There are many ciphers at this t ime open to the same objec
tion, but we doubt very greatly whether Webb's cipher would i open to 
any such criticism; and yet it is a question in our mind whether, with the 
changed condition oj tkings , it may not be, but from the fact that it has 
been discarded so generally, we are inclined to the opinion that it would be 
as safe nuw as at Webb's time. 

And without now discussing the matter further, we will say that !:lnti! the 
upponents of the issue of any cipher meet the real question at issue their work 
will be in vain, We can never eradicate an evil by failing to notice the 
real evil. 

The Grand Master speaks a good wont for the Grand Ludge Library, and 
much of this pamphlet is devoted to it. It is of very great interest to us. 

With dne deference to those who are administering it, ,,!~,.. still believe 
that they have made a very grave mistake in undertaking to make it a gen
eral library, instead of a masonic one. In these days a general library is 
an immense affair, and requires a great amount of time and money and 
ability to support it. We believe that it masonic library should be devoted 

App. 25 G. L . 
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to masonic or kindred matters; however, Bro. PARVIN and his associates 
have had more experience and a wider opportunity for observing, and are 
better qualified to judge than we are. Only we are certain that, if we in 
Maine should ~~dertake a similar enterprise, it would soon be an elephant 
upon our hands, entirely beyond our ability to maintain and control. 

The Committee on Returns expressed their opinion that there should be 
but very few lodges with a membership of less than twenty to twenty-five. 
This is no doubt true, but upon the other hand observation for years has 
satisfied us, that one great cause of the weakening of the bonds of fraternity 
among us, is th e existence of so many larye lodges. 

One interesting case came before the Grand Lodge, in which there was a 
conflict between the Master and the Secretary of a Lodge, which was heard 
before a committee and the Master fully sustained. This leads us to refer, 
again, to the relation between the Master and the Secretary. In olden 
times the Secretary was a mere clerk to the Master, to record what the Mas
ter should determine was fit and proper to be recorded, and only that; and 
although the present installation service of the Secretary seems to indicate 
80mething different, we are still of the opinion , that the Secrptary is not 
vested with any discretion whatever, as to what he shall record, or shall not 
record. Ordinarily, of course, he will record the doings of the J,odge, but 
if there is anything concerning which he has a doubt he should apply to the 
Master for his decision. In fact in some jurisdictions the Master signs the 
record as well as the t>ecretary; ami while the lodge is called upon to ap
prove the minutes and to approve the correctness of the record after they 
have been recorded, still, in our opinion the decision of what shall, or shall 
not, be reeorded is vested in the Master alone, subject, of course, to appeal 
to the Grand Lodge. In this particular case the Secretary held otherwise, 
but as w.understand it the committee sustained the Master in the position 
which he took and commends him for arresting the jewel of the Secretary 
in the particular case. The committee say: 

" This evidence, all considered, giving it the strongest possible construc
tion as contended for by the accllser, only shows that the Master, in doing 
what he did, had erred in his judgment. The comm ittee does not believe 
that the Master erred in his judgment; we think he was right. The Mas
ter should preside over his lodge and direct its proceedings. This is one of 
his duties." 

The Grand Lodge met at Council Bluffs so as to have an opportunity of 
attending the Omaha Exposition, and the result was tLat the "Incidents of 
the week" were quite numerous. The Grand and Past Grand officers of 
Nebraska visited the Grand Lodge and were received in form, and with ad
dresses, so th at the occasion was one of exceedingly great interest. The 
Grand Lodge accepted the invitation of the Grand Lodge of Virgin ia to at
tend the Centennial Anniversary of the death of Washington, and recooo-
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mended that the lodges throughout the jurisdiction meet, either in their 
own lodge room or unite with oLhers and hold memorial services on the ev
en ing of December 14, 1899. 

The committee, which had under consideration the Grand Charity Fnnd, 
reported that, from the examination of the statistics, it is apparent that many 
of the lodges throughout the country are trying to exist upon dues that are 
entirely inadequate to meet their own demands, without taking Charity in
to consideration, and also that there are many lodges with a membership so 
small that it hardly justifies their existence; and the lodges in Iowa, whose 
dues are less than two dollars, exclusive of Grand Lodge dues, were earn· 
estly requested to take the matter up and raise the dues to, at least, that 
sum, whereby they might be enabled to contribute to the Charity Fund of 
the Graud Lodge, with a statement that if the Grand Charity Fund should 
still continue inadequate to meet the demand upon it, final relief could be 
had by the re-adjustment of tlyl Grand Lodge dues. 

The Grand Lodge had another struggle with the question of non-affiliation 
and of the granting of dim its, but as the matter seems to us still in an un
settled condition, we 'willlet it rest, and await the results of the action of 
our Iowa brethren. 

The Committee on Grand Lodge Library presents a very interesting re
port, and speak of the labors of the Librarian since 1841; and we know that 
the brethren will be greatly interestell in the following tribute paid to this 
officer, Brother .P ARVIN: 

" Before I speak further of this Library, let me show you its founder. In 
the west room of the second story sits a slight old man. Of snch as he was 
it said in olden time: 'And also he shall be afraid of that which is high, 
and fear shall be in the way; and the almond tree shall flourish and the 
grasshopper shall be a burden.' 

" His eye is nim, his step halL; time has deeply fur rowed his cheek. The 
fires of more than eighty years have fiercely burned upon this bundle of 
lIerves, which have just as fiercely defied them. That bent form has grown 
old in more than fifty years of almost idolatrous service in Masonry. Ever 
angular, sometimes petulant and almost exasperating ; always unswerving 
and evell obstinate in the pursuit of his conception of r ight, he has ever been 
the sla ve and serf of conscience. 

"But, though his faults of eighty years were gathered a nd should make 
a mountain pile, every true mason in Iowa would turn his back npon them 
and refuse to see a single one. The name of T. S. Parvin will remain en
shrined in the hearts of Iowa masolls until his eye shall be brightened, his 
bent form made straight, a.nd his soul renewed inside tbe gates of pearl
and st ill afterward-in all the years to come. All hail to the founder of the 
Grand Lodge Library ! __ . 

"All honor to the founner of the Grand Longe Library; may his last days 
be sweetened by the perfume of the affection of the masons of Iowa and of 
the world ; may the balmy breath of tender recollections be about him, and 
white-winged peace sit above the portals of his heart in all his years to 
come. " 
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'Ve find that the Committee on Appeals reversed the decision of the 
lodges in several cases and remanded several of them for a new trial. Our 
observation, from the day we first entered the Grand Lodge, leads us to the 
conclusion, that ~emanding the cases to the lodge for a new trial is always 
productive of serious dissensions and injury to the craft, and we believe that 
the Grand Lodge, in all cases in which it is practicable, ought to dispose of 
the appeal itself. And as time goes by and we note the operation of the 
commission system in Massachusetts, our conviction of the wisdom of this 
system has become more and more settled. 

The committee to which the cipher question was referred reported at 
length. They had had a large correspondence in relation to the matter: 
but judging from their account of the replies from other jurisdictions, we 
are compelled to conclude, that very many of them were from the theoreti
cal rather than the actual standpoint. 

We have already said that the committee do not meet the actual situa
tion. When we wrote that, we had overlooked one statement which more 
nearly meets the situation than we supposed, but we do not agree with them 
in that particular. They say in substance that no cipher was ever invented 
which could not be read, if it was made worth the while. It is true, that 
any cipher in which words are represented by a particular sign or combina
tion, each sign or combination always standing for the same word, may be 
read: but a cipher made up of characters, each of which represents anyone 
of hundreds of different words, is not decipherable by human !ngenuity. 

That Webb used such a cipher and taught that its lI~e was in harmony 
with obligations no one familiar with the history of this matter will under
take to deny. That parties, who studied the ritual with him, were provided 
with ciphers by him or under his direction, is abundantly shown by what 
has come down to us from them. While some attempt to deny their use 
since, in some of the jurisdictions, our experience and observation are to the 
effect, that such denials are made from zeal without knowledge. 

But the use made of this original cipher was very different from the use 
made of ciphers at the present day. No one learned or attempted to learn 
the work from it. Its object was to aid the memory of those who had learned 
the work to give it correctly, and to aid the oral transmission of the exact 
work from one to another, and to secure the perpetuity of the recognized 

work. 
It was held, and correctly held, that the work could not otherwise be 

transmitted in its original language from one generation to another, or even 
from the instructor to the student. We know that some claim otherwise: 
bu~ when human beings, or some human beings, shall exist with perfect 
memories, this claim will be allowed-and not till then. 

So that we hold that the Webb cipher was not in violation of our masonic 
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duty; that its obj,ect was a good one; and that the work connot practically 
be preserved and transmitted with accuracy and uniformity without such 
aid. 

We also hold that if the old usage had continued, we should never have 
heard of the evil of ciphers; but unfortunately, causes intervened to change 
that usage. A sentiment was created among the craft that the" work" 
was a matter of vast importance, amI that every mason, and especially those 
who hoped for promotion in office, must know the work and be able to do 
it: under this impulse, there was not time to learn the work in the old way, 
and the old cipher was of no practical use; aids were demanded which 
would enable the student with a general knowledge of the work to learn it 
literally, and in answer to the demand ciphers, . easily read, were invented. 
Worse than all , the pecuniary element entered into it. Ciphers were made 
., for a consideration," an.l soon printed books were made for the express 
purpose of making a money profit out of them. The skirts of Grand Lec
turers and even of Grand Masters have not been kept free from this stain. 
Other Grand Lecturers, in their zeal for correct work, have aided these mer
cenaries. And the result is, that so many of the craft" have had some of 
the pork," that it has become suhstantially impossible to convict any onc 
for using these -c iphers in violation of sacred masonic obligations; and young 
mcmbers of the craft have come to believe that it is their" bounden duty" 
and absolutely a pre··requisite to preferment, to learn the work, and for that 
purpose to have these aids. In fact, as masonic affairs are now adminis
tered they cannot iearn the work. in any othllr manner. It is of no use 
whatever to preach to them about the unlawfulness of ciphers. As long as 
ability to render the work literally is made the chief object of mason8, just 
so long wiIl theEe or other aids be demanded; and as long as there is a de
mand with a corresponding consideration, there will be a supply. There is 
no d.oubt that the unfortunate" Mnemonics" were responsible for the de
moralization of masonic sentiment in this respect and the lDcrease of these 
productions. 

Some of onr brethren,'in some jurisdictions, insist that these aids are not 
used at all in their jurisdictions: but it is very certain that they are laboring 
under a delusion: our observation and information force us to believe that 
there is not a single jurisdiction in the United States in which these" aids" 
are not more or less used. 

It is almost too humiliating to write these things, and we have hesitated 
to do so: but we are convinced that in spite of all that is done to check it, 
the evil is increasing, and the danger of the exposure pf -the secrets of 
Masonry is not the worst feature of the evil; it carries with it the idea that 
the chief duty of a mason is to be able to do the work. 

And what is the remedy ? In our judgment, the first and most important 
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thing is to educate the craft to a proper conception of what Masonry is and' 
what relation the work bears to it. This involves the tempering of the zeal 
of Grand Lecturers and other teachers; the idea is altogether too prevalent 
that the work is t.ne- main thing in Masonry; the craft must be disabused of 
this idea, and taught that the work is not an object but a means-a means 
oj teaching Masonry-and that unless it is so done that those who look on, 
will not give their thoughts to the manner in which it is done, but will look 
beyond the work to what the work teaches, the ceremony is an utter failure. 
Unless this reform is effected, we may as well abandon our ' efforts, for the 
inducements to have ciphers will continue to exist, and as long as they do, 
the ciphers will be forth coming and will be used. Laws to prevent their 
Ilse will be, as experience in many jnrisdictions has already shown, a mere 
dead letter. 

If this reform can be effected, and we return to the Webb method oj pre
serving the work we shall keep within our obligations and avoid the present 

evils. 
We have written plainly, because, when an evil exists, the first thing in 

the way of effor ts to remedy it, is to ascertain precisely what the evil is, 
and not shut onr eyes to its nature or magnitude. 

The Report on Correspondence (pp. 137) was presented, as heretofore, by 
Brother J. C. W. COXE. 

In passing, we would say, that, in our judgment, the numbering of the 
pages of the report by letters, instead of in figures, is tl~e only flaw in this 
volume. 

As heretofore, he makes a capital abstract of the proceedings with brief 
comments. In relation to one matter which has been considerably dis
cussed he says: 

"The brother is not barred from his lodge because of his commandery 
membership, but because of his non·lodge membership; and the embarrass
ment to which the Grand Master referred arises from the fact that dimission 
from the lodge, which estops all participation in Symbolic Masonry, does 
not afiect Templar membership, and to sever Templar membership would 
not help the case one whit, any more than would withdrawal from a polit
ical party or a ch?rch." 

The Grand Encampment, however, has entered upon the experiment, 
and we shall have the benefit of its experience. but we will ventnre to say 
that if the law is enforced, the commandery will lose ten members where 
the lodge gains one. We think the regulation is based" upon The-dog-in-tbe 
manger" principal which substantially makes the lodge say "If you won't 
belong to us you shall not belong to any other body. " 

Speaking of non-affiliation, in another place, be says: 
"We frankly say that we regard this action as erroneous in principle, and 

likely to be futile in good results. We deny the fundam ental assumption, 
viz: that non-affiliation is a masonic offence according to any legitimate con-
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struction put upon the ancient regulations or the general usages of the craft. 
This whole business of enforced affiliation is a modern heresy, born of com
mercialism and the pernicious influence of recent • fraternal' societies, 
whose badge of fraternity is the dollar mark. How a non-affiliate is • a 
menace to the welfare of the order,' or how, being forced into affiliatiun at 
the point of the bayonet, he would add anything to its strength and useful
ness, surpasses our comprehension. This drastic lpgislation overlooks the 
important and vital distinction betweell masonic membership and lodge mem
bership, and proposes to put the former in jeopardy whenever one chooses 
to forego the latter. If one elects to forego lodge privileges and the active 
duties of lodge membership, it should be his unchallenged privilege so to do. 
As a non·affiliate he may rightfully be debarred from attendance upon a 
lodge, or participatioll in the benefits and privileges which inhere in lodge 
membership; unless, as in some jurisdictions, lie shall pay stipulated annual 
dues as a condition of good standing; but he cannot rightfully, without a 
violation of fundamental ethics, be deprived of his masonic character and 
standing except after due trial and conviction of a masonic crime. If non
affiliation is a crime, then every jurisdiction which bver authorized and every 
lodge which ever issue,) a dimit is a party to the crime. This whole trend 
of coerci ve legislation we believe to be radically wrong in princjple and in
effectual as a remedy . 

.. The New York law has by 110 means vindicated the confident hopes of 
its authors in that jurisdiction. Nor will it in any other, me judice. The 
throttling of the' free will and accord' will not be conducive to harmony, 
which we have been taught to regard as the strength and support of all 
societies.' , 

There is no doubt that our brother states accurately, as well as forcibly, 

the old law (which we hold to be a landmark) relating to this question. 

He qnotes the report of onr Committee on Jurisprudence in reference to the 

use of intoxicating liquors in a hall dedicated to the purpose of Freemasons, 

and he says: 

.. We may be pardoned for surprise that snch a question shonld arise in 
the Pine Tree State, but are gratified with the straightforward courage and 
candor of both Grand Master and committee in dealing With . the matter." 

We also are surprised that the question should ever have been submitted 
to our Grand Master, and we think that it arose out of an attempt and not 

out of an actnal occurrence. 

He concurs in our views in relation to perpetual jurisdiction, as well as in 

relation to the Wisconsin Proposition. 

He thus refers to a personal remark in a former report of ours: 

.. The words are an honor to our revered brother, and his sorrow can but 
1\I0re closely attach him to the great body of the brotherhood who have 
learned to honor the distinguished jnri8t, but who will henceforth love the 
brave and tender-hearted man. We mingl~ our tears with his, and extend 
to him a hand of brotherly sympathy, for we know the keenness of his 
grief. • A sword hath pierced mine own soul also. ' " . ~. "" 

We extremely regret to learn that he has been thus afflicted, and in ad

dition to the fraternal love which we have long had for him, we shall now 

have a sympathy which can only arise from the discipline of affliction. 
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KANSAS, 1899. 

Immediately after the opening, the Grand Master of Missouri, and quite 
a number of .!lis associate Grand Officers, as well as several Past Grand Offi
cers, visit,ed the Grand Lodge and were received by the Grand Master, and 
the Gran\l Master of Missouri, Brother E'I'HELB~m'I' F. ALLEN, responded elo
quently. These mutual visitations of the officers and members of one Grand 
Lodge to another are productive of immense good , and we should be glad to 
be able to record them more frequently. There is one embarrassment, how
ever, that we have felt, frequently, and that is that particular attention to 
the business of the Granu Lodge, frequently prevents paying such atten .. 
tion to the visitors as they ought to receive. We have sometimes thought 
that it would be a good thing to have a committee to receive and attend to 
visiting brethen. 

The Grand Master, MAURlCE L. STONg, says that the year had been one 
of harmony among the brethren and he had endeavored to guide the craft to 
a true sense of the aims and objects of our order. 

We are somewhat amused at his statement in relation to the granting of 
dispensations. At the outset it was his intention to be exceedingly strict in 
relation to that, and especially to granting permission to confer degrees out 
of t ime, but he says that he little thought of the emergency that was to arise 
when patri,otic men , responding to their country's call , wouln desire to be
come members of the frat.ernity before going to the field of battle, and he 
adds: 

" Unlike one of my Most Worshipful Brothers in another Grand Jurisdic
tions, who, in his report, remarks that' on account of a precedent of thirty 
years standing, as much as I wished to grant the request of the brave vol
unteers, I have not granted one, ' I have responderl favorably to everyone 
who offered a8 his excuse 'enlisted,' and in several cases, where the time re
quired it, by wire, and in two instances, where the degrees have been con
ferred by request in San Francisco." 

Nothing further is needed to show the sensr.less folly of the intention which 
he entertained in relation to the granting of dispensation. The power is giv
en in order that the Grand Master may act in an emergency, and it is an un
warrantable reflection upon the brethren, who are elected Grand Master, to 
say that the power can not be safely reposed in them. 

The Grand Master announces the completion of the" Masonic Historical 
Registry, " which is an enrollment of all the memhers in that jurisdiction 
from the first organization of the lodge in Kansas in 1854 down to the close 
of 1897. 

Grand Secretary WILSON originated the idea and many were of the opin
ion that it was impracticable, but he has carried it through to success, and 
the Grand Master claims as follows: 
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" Kansas, however, now possesses the only Masonic Registry in which the 
entire membership of the jurisdiction, past and present, is alphabetically ar
ranger! as a whole, and is consequently the only registry which can prompt
ly and accurately answer' such a query as: Was John Henry Smith ever a 
Mason in Kansas? " 

He speaks also in high terms of the historical value of the work, 
While this was practicable in so young a jurisdiction as Kansas, of course 

it would be utterly impracticable in the older jurisdictions, the records of 
whose lodges have, in many cases, bcen destroyed, so that the list of mem
bership before the time of the present system of making returns, cannot 
be obtained, 

He announces the restoration, to the Altar in Peru, of the Holy Bible, 
"there to stay forever," and in accordance with his recommendation, fra
ternal relations with that Grand Lodge were resumed. 

The Master and Wa rdens of one lodge all went to the war, and a Past 
Ma~ter acted as Master for a time, understanding that he was authorized so 
to act under the old law. Under the constitution of the Grand Lodge of 
Kansas, the Grand Master was obliged to hold that the meetings were irreg
ular: but he approved of everything that was done, subject to the assent of 
the Grand Lodge, and appointed the Past Master to act as MaRter until the 
rel(ular officers should return or a new election be held. The Rame thing 
occurred in another lodge. He r!ecided that the Grand Master had the 
power to appoint a Past Master to act as Master, and his decision was ap
proved by the Grand Lodge. 

Here is another illustration of the folly of departing from the old law and 
the old llsages, and we should think that these experiments would be suffi
cient to caURe the Grand Lodge of Kansas to restore the law, thus savinI( 
the Grand Master from making a decision, which, under the law of the 
Grand Lodge of Kansas, is an exceedingly doubtful one, and would permIt 
a lodge to go on regularly with its work. So far as we have read, we have 
never seen anyone attempt to give a reason why the old law should not be 
continued in force. 

He recommended that-the Grand Lodge be represented at the Washington 
Memorial, and also that the Grand Lodge of Kansas appropriate $200 to 
aid the Grand Lodge of Virginia in defray ing the expenses. 

He speaks in high terms of the work of the Home during the year, which 
had cared for fifteen aged brothers, three aged sisters, and fourteen orphans 
of brothers. 

The Grand Secretary, ALBERT K. WILSON, announces, with pardonable 
pride, the completion of the roll of membership, as we h~;e already stated. 
He claims" withont fear of contradiction," that it is the ruost complete, 
convenient and easily consulte(i record of its character in America. He 
explains the statement at considerable length, giving cuts of the cabinet and 



Correspondence-Kansas. 

of the cards. We cannot copy what he says, of course, but we refer those 
interested to his report. Whether it will be worth while for our Grand 
Lodge to undertake to do any more than it now does, we are not ready to 
say. We have fuH returns from every lodge, which are ~oulld in volumes, 
and thus the membership, etc., of the lodge preserved, but, of course, al: 
exam ination of the returns of a particular lodge to ascertain whether a 

particular person had been a member or not, involves considerable labor. 
The Librarian reports the addi tion of Proceedings and a comparatively 

small number of other pamphlets, together with masonic magazines and 
papers. He acknowledges the receipt, (beside the Proceedi ngs) of the His
tory of Warren Lodge. 

W e note that he has a f~ll file of the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of 
Maine. 

Quite a feature of th is volume is the address of Bro. LL:cIUS H. P~;RKINS, 
the Grand Orator, devoted very largely to historical inquiries. 

The Grand Lodge held memorial sflrvices for the brethren who had 'de
parted during the year. Among the tributes is one to our old friend of 

many years, l'ast Grand Master JOHN M. PRICE. Not only were the de
ceased brethren of this Grand Lodge noticed but those from many other 
jurisdictioDs. 

The recommendation of the Grand Master, that the Grand Lodge be rep
presented at the Washington Memorial services, was adopted, and $200 'Vas 
appropriated to aid the Grand Lodge of Virginia in paying the expenses. 

]{esolutions recognizing the patriotism and valor of the members of the 
craft, who had entered upon the service of the couutry in the war with 
Spain, were unanimously adopted. The decision of the Grand Master in 

relation to a Past Master acting as Master in the absence of the Master and 
Wardens was approved, the committee saying that other instances had 
occurred and therefore they deemed it necessary to call attention to the law, 
that withou.t a special dispensation from the (,rand Master, or his actnal 
presence, in the absence of the Master and both Wardens, It lodge cannot 
be opened. This requires special dispensation at each opening of the lodge, 
and therefore it is that we say that this action of the Grand Master, in ap
pointing a Fast Master to 'tct as Master of a lodge for an indefinite time, is 
scarcely within the provisions of the constitution. 

The Report on Correspondence (pp. 175) was presented by Brother J OliN 
C. 1:'OSTIILETHWAITE. His opening paragraph shows that he wrote it under 
the influence of rejoicing on account of the almost wonderful increase of the 
production of his state for the previous year. There is no doubt that busi
ness prosperity adds to the prosperity of Masonry, and really is an element 
in the preparation of these reports. 

He pass tributes to his associates, briefly, and very ingeniously plays upon 
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their names. As before, it is a most excellent abstract of the important 
matters in the Proceedings, with occasional comment. In relation to the 

matter of closing a lodge on one degree and open ing it upon another, at the 

same meeting, he says: 

"The committee failed to approve the following decision: ,It is not 
proper for a lodge, at a regular communication, to close on the third degree 
and resume labor on one of the preceding degrees. The closing on the third 
clegree should not be done until the entire business and work of the evening 
is completed.' , 

" We believe that the Grand Master is in the main correct on the literal 
construction of the words' resume labor.' If the lodge is closed in form it 
has ceased from labor and cannot' resume labor' without open'ing the lodge 
in full form, which we admit may be done without violation of the work or 
ancient landmarks. Opening a lodge, and resuming labor, are susceptible 
of different meaning." 

We think our ritualists have lost s ight of the fact that the lodge is the 
body which is opened, and the term "a Master~s lodge is opened" means 
no more than that the lodge is opened on the third degree; and we see not 
the slightest impropriety in closing the ritual lodge on any degree, and open
ing it upon another degreCl, especially when it is stated that it is closed 
solely for the purpose of opening on the other degree. This" closing" is 
not a closing of an actual, chartered lodge, but the closing of the ritualistic 

lodge, arId nothing more. 
We are glacl. to find that he agrees with us in relation to persons who 

have conscientious scruples about being masons: 

"Religious belief is not a masonie crime; and we fail to see how a brother' 
could be suspended or expelled, and stand as a criminal in the sight of 
masons for trying to withdraw from all the allurements of the world, and a 
conscientious endeavor to make sure of Heaven. A similar case came to 
the writer's notice in his own lodge. The dimit was promptly furnished. 
The brother entered the ministry of a church much opposed t o secret socie
ties, but when prompted to denounce the masons his heart failed him. He 
withdrew from that church, united with another, returned hiH dimit to the 
lodge, and now lives the life of a happy, contented Chris.ian mason." 

We quote in full what he says in relation to dispensations granted by our 
Grand Master, fOl: lodges to attend Divine service: 

"The Grand Master issued dispensations to several lodges to 'appear in 
public to attend divine service. We presujlle they were handsomelyorna
mented and decorated with masonic regalia, and mad,e a fine display, and 
did humbly and reverently worship the Lord 'in the beauty of holiness.' 
We presume the Jewish brother joined lustily in singing: 

" • Onward, Christian soldiers, 
Marching as to war, 

With the cross of Jesus 
Going ou before.' 

... _. f" 

" And in perfect peace and harmony the brethren could sing: 
" 'Brothers, we are treading 

Where the saints of God have trod; 
We are not divided-
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All one body we; 
One in hope and doctrine, 

One in charity.' 
"And no doubt the regalia inspired the singing and increased the rever~ 

ence for the 'hol!se of the Lord.' " 

We suspect that this is a little" sarkasticlc,'" but for all ,.hat it is an 
ancient masonic custom for lodges to attend Divine worship, and while the 
Jewish brother may not be able to join in the service, if he possesses true 
masonic toleration he will not be offended, or refuse to be present at sucll 
services. The fundamental idea is the worskip oj God, and the true mason 
will tolerate any method of worship, which his brethren conscientiously 
adopt, although it may not be in accordance with his own views. 

He givcs us a good llig also about our remark in relation to "a demand 
for c()py." If he is serious in this, the only punishment that we can wish 
that he might endure, would be ' to have the printer calling on him for 

copy when it was not ready! However, we are a little inclined to think 
that this punishment would be a little too severe, so we will not really wish 
that it would bappen to him, but leave it for a guggestion. 

We concur in his views in the following: 
" He deplores the publicity given masonic trials and the affairs of the 

lodge, and as an admouition quotes the ancient charge, as follows: 'Yon 
shall be cautious in your words and carriage, that the most penetrating 
stranger shall not be able to discover or find out what is not proper to be 
intimated ; and sometimes you shall divert a discourse, and manage it pru- ' 
dently for the honor of tbe Worshipful Fraternity. ' Unfortunately the 
masons who indulge in such practices do not read the reports or charges. 
Ma.~onic literature is practically unknown to them." 

He copies the resolutions of the Grand Lodge of Washington, and adds: 

" We do not desire to enter into a lengthy discussion of th e matter, but ' 
desire to say that. in our judgment the Grand Lodge of Washington out of 
the generosity of their love and fellowship have committed a grievous error, 
the effect of which will not be conducive to the good of Masonry. The 
yielding up of exclusive jurisdiction by the Graud Lodge of Washington 
will requ ire a new set of ancient charges. In future the Master must 
qualify his answer to the question, 'You admit that no new lodge shall be 
formed without permission of the Grand Lodge, etc.,' and also to the four
teenth and fifteenth charges. For the information of our Kansas brethren 
we refer you to the Proceedings of our Grand Lodge, 1876, page 55, for the 
very exhaustive and complete report on this subject." 

In his conclusion, he states that he sent a fraternal request to the Grand 
Representatives of the Grand Lodges near the Grand Lodge of Kansas, to 

furnish him with items of masonic interest, but that the result was the re
ceipt of only three letters, which he had filed for future reference. If he 

will allow us to say it, we will suggest that he is mistaken as to the ~bj ect 
of Grand Representations and also of reports on correspondence. Ever 
since the latter system was established it has been confined to the examina
tion of the printed proceedings of the other Grand Lodges, and it is not a 
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committee of "correspondence" beyond that limit. Gral)d Representatives 
are appointed to strengthen the bonds of fraternal union between tbe Grand 

Lodges and to act upon matters that come directly to them from the Grand 
Lodge by which they are accredited, or that concern in their own Grand 
Lodge, the Grand Lodge which they represent. 

KENTUCKY, 1898. 

We have a portrait of RIlGINALD H. THOMPSON, the retiring Grand Mas
ter, and also a portrait of " Our Jewels" taken on the steps of the" Home." 

Our curiosity is somewhat excited to know who the two guardians of the 
,. jewels," who are included in the picture are, and what their powers are! 

Grand Master THOMPSON delivered a very full and able address. He de
votes a page, under the head of the " Great Lights, " to the Grand Lodge of 
Peru, in which he says: 

"The action of the Grand Master of Peru, instead of extinguishing the 
Great Light, simply extingnished Masonry in that jurisdiction. Masonry is 
the practice of moralit.y, and morality, to be a living force in human life, mnst 
have a higher sanction than any mere philosophy. Philosophy may describe 
the beanty of godliness; but how to ma.ke man inwardly pure and outward
ly virtuous, how to bring him to love the truth, which condemns his natural 
propensities, and to practice the virtues against which his heart revolts, is a 
problem which no philosophy can solve. That book alone which men re
ceive as a revelation of the wiJl of God, the Trestle Board on which the G. 
A. O. T. t:". has laid down his designs, can alone speak to the spirit of man 
and' bring the unseen ant! the eternal within the knowledge, the affection 
an!] the devotion of humanity.' True Masonry receives it as the inestimable 
gift of God to man, bearing in every line' the seal of high Divinity; every 
leaf bedewed with drops of love divine and with eternal heraldry, stamped 
and signature of God Almighty from first to last.' , God spake these words 
and said' is th!' source and sanction of all morality, and is the life and pow
er of all pure Masonry. Without it Masonry is a lifeless thing, a dead sea 
fruit, fair to look upon, but dust antI ashes in the month. It is therefore a 
source of gratification to all true Masons throughollt the world, that the 
Grand Lodge of Peru has repudiated and condemned the crime of her Grand 
Master, and restored herself to the confidence and fellowship of the frater
nit.y." 

He devotes, a lso, several pages to a very full discussion of the account of 
the Grand Lodge of Washington, concluding as follows: 

"The Grand Lodge of Washington has been misled, by its committee, 
into hastily recognizing the negro bodies without even waiting to ascertain 
wh ether the negro bodies recognized it as a legitimate body or not. I con
sider this action unnecessary, undignified and unmasonic. It is revolution
ary and ultcalled for, and is certain to create discord. Th.ilt Grand Body 
has no right to control the action of a sister Grand Lodge; It can not say 
tu the masons of Washington, you shall or you shall not admit certain per
sons into your lodges or your families. But it has the right to fellowship or 
not with any oth~r Grand Body or its members. It has the right to repu
diate and denounce any doctrine which trenches upon its own prerogatives, 
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ann endangers the existence (If American Freemasonry. It can not admit 
that the Grand Lodge of Washington can establish legal lodges of lllasons in 
this state, or that any foreign body can do so in territory belonging to Wash
ington. It affirms this principle without any regard to the legitimacy of the 
foreign Grand Lodge or the color of its members. I think the Grand Lodge 
of Washington hit'!> fallen into a grievous error, and that this Grand Lodge 
should so declare, and that it should do so promptly and emphatically. For 
this reason I some time since appointed a spec ial committee of three, con 
sisting of Past Grand Master J. Soule Smith, Past Grand Ma~ter James W. 
Staton and Past Grand Master Bernard G. Witt, to consider and report at 
this session, in order that the Grand Lodge may act advisedly in the prem
ises. " 

We may say here that the committee reported, giving a careful and cor
rect statement of the history, and w.inding up with a resolution declaring 
non-intercourse with the Grand Lodge of Washington, and the resoluti0n 
was nnanimously adopted. The discussion of the Grand Master and the 
report of the special committee were ordered to be printed in pamphlet form 
and sent out to Grand Lodges and other masons. That has been done, and 

parties examining this question will find thE:se reports of exceedingly great 
value. 

He announces the following decision: 

" The Master and Senior Warden not being present at the annual meet,.. 
ing, the Junior Warden congregated the lodge and called a }'ast Master to 
the chair, who installed the Master then elected. H~ld that the entire pro
ceedings as stated were legal and proper. The Master has the right 1.0 pre
side, when present, and no one, save the Grand Master, can displace him, 
hence he has the right to install his successor. But when he is absent the 
law provides how his station may be filled, the Worshipful Master pro tem. 
is for the time being invested with all the rights, privileges and duties of the 
Worshipful Master, and lodge business, including installation (if a Past 
Master), and is not required to wait on an absent Master." 

We agree, although in some jurisdictions this decision will be questioned. 
In this section of the country it is a part of a Master's duty to see his suc· 
cessor installed, but we hold that the acting Master has the same powers 
and duties as the actual Master. 

He granted a dispensation for an army lodge, confining its powers wholly,' 
so far as making masons is concerned, to candidates from the State of 
Kentucky, who should actually be in the military service. 

In relation to another matter, he says: 
"In one instance a Master was not installed for more than six months 

after his election, presumably because they could Ilot get together enough 
Past Masters to confer that degree. That degree is an anomaly and a 
nuisance, and, in my opinion, should be abolished." 

If our Kentucky brethren would follow the old usage, there would be no 

trouble in respect to this matter. The old usage was, that the Master could 
be installed and enter upon the duties of his office without receiving the Past 
Master's degree, which was held to be mere instruction which the Master 
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could receive at any time in the future, and which he was entitled to re
ceive by virtue of his installation. This is another illustration, that depart
ure from the old usage, almost invariably leads to confusion and irregular

ities. 
He objects in very strong terms to the Kentucky law which allows a single 

objection, without reason, to stop the advancement of a candidate, and he 
suggests an amendment to prevent the injustice growing out of the presen t 
law. We think, however, that our law in Maine is better than what he 
recommends; hl're an objection to advancement must be accompanied with 

reasons which are to be subJnitted to the lodge, and unless sustained by the 
lodge, the candidate is ad vanced. 

He speaks in high terms of the management and successful operation of the 

"Home," giving credit to those who have charge of it, for its success. 
He congratulates the craft, that the Grand Encampment is to meet at Louis
ville in 1901, and says Kentucky masons must give them a welcome COIl1-
mensurate with the honor conferred, and in keeping with the importance 
of the occasion. He adds: 

" The Grand Lodge of ](entucky can do no more appropriate and graceful 
act at this session than to take the lead in extending a welcome to the vast 
numbers of Masons who will come to our city during the next conclave and 
to promptly offer such financial encouragement as the dignity and influence 
and wealth of the Grand Lodge commands." 

We are greatly rejoiced to find in this address one of t.he most earnest ex
hortations in regard tQ the admission of new candidates, that we have ever 
met. He says: 

" I can not close this address without most earnestly insisting upon a se
verer scrutiny into the liveR and characters of those who petition for initia
tion. Their habits, their associates, their peculiarities should all be scruti
nized most carefully before a committee should make a favorable report. 
A careless, unfaithful Committee of Investigation is the deadliest enemy to 
the prosperity of Masonry, and even conscien~ious committees forget that 
it is the eternal, and not the external man they are to investigate; what he 
is, and not what he is reported to be; In other words his character, and not 
his reputation . Too lIlany are admitted upon mere negative qualifications. 
The applicant may be apparently free from any open Vice, not intemperate, 
not untruthful, not dishonest in public estimation. He may be of good so
cial position, intelligent, rich; all these qualities he may have, and still be 
totally unworthy to be a member of a band of brothers, whose sale aim is to 
build up character and spread the cement of brotherly love. He may have 
all these outward qualifications, and still be wholly selfish, covetous, envi· 
ous, censorious, a lover of gossip, eager to hear and ready to repeat the 
whispers of evil report. He may be swift to anger and slow to conciliate, a 
man of filthy conversation, of unscrupulous will, one who' keeps the word 
of promise La the ear and breaks it to the hope.' These are.- things which 
show the heart, and Masonry deals with the hearts of men. Can such a man 
be temperate, prudent, brave, JUSt? Can he be said to pORRess the foul' per
fect points of entrance? Surely not. He is unworthy." 

We rejoice the more earnestly, because it is but a short time since that 
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the writer of the Report on Correspondence took a very different view, 
holding that all a rejection means, is, that some member of the lodge does 

not wish to have the applicant for an associate, and that it implies nothing 
at all against the man who is rejected. That doctrine was caught up by a 
few others an'd-led directly to the vicious practices which Grand Master 

THOnlPSON so earnestly condemns. 
A very large amount of business was transacted, but very little of it is of 

general interest. . 
The committee, to which was referred that portion of the Grand Master's 

address relating to the admission of candidates, heartily concurred in the 
sentiments of the Grand Master, and urged that they should be read and 
re-read in every lodge, until they are indelibly impressed upon the minds 
of the members. 

The Committee on Jnrisprudence did not agree with the Grand Master in 
relation to objection to advaucement, saying that his argument applies, 
with equal force to a.profane who has been elected. We do not agree, for 

the reason that this assumes that a profane stands on the same plane as a 
mason. When we have once made a man a mason, we have very different 
duties and obligation toward him, from those we have to a profane. The 
report of the committee substantially denies this. 

The Report of the Committee on Correspondence (pp. 141) was presented 
by Bro. W. W. CLARKE. He adopts the topical arrangement, making up 

his report almost wholly of extracts from the writing~ of others, in relation 
to the various subjects discussed. 

He devotes a large part of his report to Mexican Masonry. He objects to 
the recognition of the Gran Dieta. He gives his own conclusions briefly. 
but as he holds that in any territo~y, not subject to Grand Lodge jurisdic
tion, the regular number of masons can meet and make masons by inalien
able right, his view~ are of little consequence. We do not believe that he 
will find any mason, familiar with the law and usages of Masonry, who 
will agree him. 

He discusses the use of ciphers, objecting to them. He confesses, how
ever, to a change of views on this subject. His former idea was that the 
qualifying clause in the prohibition authorizes a Grand Lodge to give such 
permission that it would be lawful for masons in the jurisdiction to make 
aud use ciphers. He seems to understand that that is the basis of our own 
views: but such a thing never occurred to us. We agree with him very 
emphatically in his views in relation to Grand Lodges, that there is masonic 
law higher than the authority of a Grand Lodge and controlling it, so that 
no Grand Lodge can give an authority for a cipher if it is absolutely pro
hibited by that higher law; but our view of the qualifying clause, as stated 
elsewhere, is entirely different. 
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He discusses again the question of perpetual jurisdiction, but when writing 
it, he apparently had forgotten what he had written as to the powers of 
Grand Lodges when he was discussing the cipher question, and the latter is 
a complete answer to the former. 

He had failed to receive the Proceedings of several Grand Lodges, among 
whic~l we are sorry to see that Maine was included. 

LOUISIANA, 1899. 

The Grar.d Master (A. C. ALLEN) says that business has been depressed, 
partly by the low prices of products, and in some parts of the state by ex
cessive rains, and in addition the pestilence has added to the misfortune of 
the people; and that in consequence Masonry had not progressed in num
bers appreciably during the year. He says: 

"Accession to our ranks grow less, and many valuable members of our 
lodges, under such embarrassment, either secure limits, or are forced to 
sU.tfer themselves to be suspended on account oj an inability to pay the dues 
assessed against them." 

The italics are ours; we had hoped that, in Louisiana, such a thing is im
possible. Of course, it will sometimes happen that a member will be sus
pended who is unable to pay his dues, because his inability is not known; 
but to have it happen so often as to be recognized as a common occurrence, 
startles us. Even in the jurisdictions, in which the non-payment of dues is 
apparently the most heinous of Masonic offences, it is claimed that inability 
to pay is recognized as a sufficient reason for remitting the dues; of course, 
the inability is recognized only in a very small per cent. of the cases in 
which it actually exists. To have this :stated officially by a Grand Master, 
l.herefore, as a reason for a small increase in the membership, is terrible. 

Of the Washington matter, the Grand Master says: 
" Ks the Grand Master of Masons in Louisiana, I have not allowed myself 

to act hastily on this question. I have given patient thought, study and in
quiry to the issues and propositions it presents. I have dispassionately con
sidered and tested the arguments urged by the Most Worshipful Grand 
Master of Washington in defence of his position. It is able, but disingenc 
uou~, and with all of its ingenuity it does and can only bring forth this con
clusion, viz: That the Grand Lodge of Washington has authorized its subor
dinate lodges to recognize as regular, negro masons, coming from sister 
jurisdictions whom those jurisdictions know to be clandestine and spurious 
-not on account of their color-but because they have been irregularly 
made and in defiance to certain fixed laws and principles. 

" I willingly accede to the proposition that Masonry recognizes no difference 
between brethren, based upon race or color. That accepted principle is 
not, and cannot 1)e, truthfully raised in this controversy. 

"This proposition is equally true: That no person can be a regular mason 
who has not been made in accordance with the usages of legitimate Masonry', 
and who has not received the degrees in a lodge which has been regularly 
chartered. The grant of authodty must be valid; the fountaiu-head must 

App. 26 G. L. 
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the writer of the Report on Correspondence took a very different view, 
holding that all a rejection means, is, that some member of the lodge does 
not wish to have the applicant for an associate, and that it implies nothing 
at all against- the man who is rejected. That doctrine was caught up by a 
few others and"1ed directly to the vicious practices which Grand Master 
THo~[PSON so earnestly condemns. 

A very large amount of business was transacted, but very little of it is of 
general interest. " 

The committee, to which was referred that portion of the Grand Master's 
address relating to the admission of candidates, heartily concurred in the 
sentiments of the Grand Master, and urged that they should be read and 
re-read in every lodge, until they are indelibly impressed upon the minds 
of the members. 

The Committee on Jurisprudence did not agree with the Grand Master in 
relation to objection to advancement, saying that his argument applies, 
with equal force to a.profane who has been elected . We do not agree, for 
the reason that th is assumes that a profane stands on the same plane as a 
mason. When we have once made a man a mason, wc have very different 
duties and obligation toward him, from those we have to a profane. The 
report of the committee substantially denies this. 

The Report of the Committee on Correspondence (pp. 141) was presented 
by Bro. W. W. Cr,ARKE. He adopts the topical arrallgement, making up 
his report almost wholly of extracts from the writing~ of others, in relation 
to the various subjects discussed. 

He devotes a large part of his report to ~exican Masonry. He objects to 
the recognition of the Gran Dieta. "He gives his own concl usions briefly, 
but as he holds that in any territofY, not subject to Grand Lodge jurisdic
tion, the regular number of masons can meet and make masons by inalien
able right, his view~ are of little consequence. We do not believe that he 
will find any mason, familiar with the law and usages of Masonry, who 
will agree him. 

He discusses the use of ciphers, objecting to them. He confesses, how
ever, to a change of views on this subjec t. His former idea was that the 
qualifying clause in the prohibition authorizes a Grand Lodge to give snch 
permission that it would be lawful for masons in the jurisdiction to make 
and use ciphers. He seems to understand that that is the basis of our own 
views: but such a thing never occurred to us. We agree with him very 
emphatically in his views in relation to Grand Lodges, that there is masonic 
law higher than the authority of a Grand Lodge and controll ing it, so that 
no Grand Lodge can give an authority for a cipher if it is absolutely pro
hibited by that higher law; but our view of the qualifying clause, as stated 
elsewhere, is entirely different.. 
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He discusses again the question of perpetual jurisdiction, but when writing 
it, he apparently had forgotten what he had written as to the powers of 
Grand Lodges when he was discussing the cipher question, and the latter is 
a complete answer to the former. 

He had failed to receive the Proceedings of several Grand Lodges, among 
whic~ we are sorry to see that Maine was included. 

LOUISIANA, 1899. 

The Grar,d Master (A. C. ALLEN) says that business has been depressed, 
partly by the low prices of products, and in some parts of the state by ex
cessive rains, and in addition the pestilence has added to the misfortune of 
the people; and that in consequence Masonry had not progressed in num
bers appreciably during the year. He says: 

"Accession to our ranks grow less, and many valuable members of our 
lodges, under such embarrassment, either secure limits, or are forced to 
su.tTer themselves to be suspended. on account oj an inability to pay the dues 
assessed against them." 

The italics are ours; we had hoped that, in Louisiana, such a thing is im
possible. Of course, it will sometimes happen that a member will be sus
pended who is unable to pay his dues, because his inability is not known; 
but to have it happen so often as to be recognized as a common occnrrence, 
startles us. Even in the jurisdictions, in which the non-payment of dues is 
apparently the most heinous of Maspnic offences, it is claimed that inability 
to pay is recognized as a sufficient reason for remitting the dues; of course, 
the inability is recognized only in a very small per cent. of the cases in 
which it actually exists. To have this :stated officially by a Grand Master, 
therefore, as a reason for a small increase in the membershIp, is terrible. 

Of the Washington matter, the Grand Master says: 
" Ks the Grand Master of Masons in Louisiana, I have not allowed myself 

to ar,t hastily on this question. I have given patient thought, study and in
quiry to the issues and propositions it presents. I have dispassionately con
sidererl. and tested the argnments urged by the Most Worshipful Grand 
Master of Washington in defence of his position. It is able, but disingen
uou~, and with all of its ingenuity it does and can only bring forth this con
clusion, viz: That the Grand Lodge of Washington has authorized its subor
dinate lodges to recognize as regular, negro masons, coming from sister 
jurisdictions whom those jurisdictions know to be clandestine and spuriolls 
-not on account of their color-but because they have been irregularly 
made and in defiance to certain fixed laws and principles. 

" I willingly accede to the proposition that Masonry recognizes no difference 
between brethren, based upon race or color. That accepteCf principle is 
not, and cannot I)e, truthfully raised in this controversy. 

"This proposition is equally true: That no person can be a regular mason 
who has not been made in accordance with the usages of legitimate Masonry·, 
and who has not received the degrees in a lodge which has been regularly 
chartered. The grant of authodty must be valid; the fountain-head must 

App. 26 G. L. 
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be pure and undefiled. Lodges not so endowed are clandestine, and clan
destine lodges can only produce clandestine masons." 

* * * * * * * * * "The masons of Louisiana have no prejudice against genuine brothers 
on account oC.color. We welcome to our lodges and fraternize with all 
regular masons, no matter to what race they may belong, no matter from 
what country they may come, or what language they may speak ; but we 
do object to any other Grand Lodge recognizing as genuine, clandest ine 
masons, operating in this state in antagonism to the authority of the Grand 
Lodge of Louisiana, let thei r color be wbat it may." 

And the Grand Lodge adopted the following resolution: 
"Resolved, That the Representative of this Grand Lodge, near that of the 

Grand Lodge of Washington, be withdrawn, and our constituent lodges 
are hereby forbidden to receive any mason hailing from a lodge holding 
under the Grand Lodge of Washington. This edict to remain in fu ll force 
and effect until such Grand Lodge cease to recognize clandestine made 
masons." 

The Grand Lodge sustained a decision of the Grand Master, in relation to 
Grand Representatives, as follows: 

"In the matter of Grand Representatives, your committee apprehend that 
much difficulty would be removed from the consideration of the qnestion, 
should we remember that the commission of a Grand Representative as snch 
emanates from the foreign body, and not from the Grand Lodge of which 
he is a member; and further, that the cnstom of consulting th e Grand 
Master of a foreign jurisdiction to which it is proposed to accredit a Repre·. 
sentative is one of courtesy alone. It may be well to add that we believe 
that a Grand Lodge has the right to object and refuse to receive a Repre
sentative, and can request the recall of any Representative. In the latter 
case, it is in the discretion of the Grand Master, acting for h is Grand Lodge, 
to recall the Representative, or to refuse to recall him." 

The following was also confirmed by the Grand Lodge: 
"I also decided that a person who has only one foot is not physically qual

ified to receive the masonic degrees. And, fnrther, that this physical want of 
qualification cannot be cured by the fact that the person has all artificial 
leg." 

But the most serions question before the Grand Lodge was the financial 
one and the Grand Lodge debt. The question was squarely met, and by an 
overwhelming majority, the Grand Lodge voted to lay a special per capita 
tax of one dollar for the next year and, fifty cents a year for four years 
thereafter. We trust that within that time, the craft will be relieved of the 

I burden that does so much to prevent prosperity. 
The edict of non-intercourse with the Grand Lodge of Peru was resciuded. 
No general Report on .Correspondence. 

MANITOBA, 1898. 

The Grand Master, THOMAS ROBINSON, discussed several important matters 
with a great deal of force and ability. 

His visitation had led him to realize more forcibly the necessity of in-
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In-i struction to the lodges; not merely in the wOl'k, but in all masonic matters 
The Grand Lodge was not able as yet to maintain a Grand Lecturer, but 

1'8 , until it can, he urged that the brethren have lectures and attend when they 
11 were given . 
n 
e Of dispensations he says: 

"I have exercised the prerogative of issuing dispensations freely during 
. the past year. While I felt that such power was to be very judiciously 
used, yet I have not hesitated to do so when I felt there was a necessity for 
doing so, and I was fort ified in this judgment by the resolution passed at 
the last communication of Grand Lodge. This resolution was one passed in 
amendment to a motion that the rlispensing power of the Grand Mastel' be 
confined strictly within the limits of the constitution, but the wisdom of the 
Grand Lodge exhibited itself in asserting that the Grand Master should be 
free to exercise his diRcretioll in the best interests of the craft. I have 
granted dispensations to various 101lges to confer degrees within the period 
of one montb; full particulars of which and the reasons for so doing will be 
found in the Grand Secretary 's report. In some cases I refused such dis
pensations, the reasons offered for so doing not being, ill my judgment, 
sufficient to warrant the granting of the same." 

We believe this to be correct, in accordance with the old usage, and for 
the best interests of the craft. 

We learn from his address that in that jurisdiction they have the ladder 
process of opening a lodge. To open the Master's lodge they have to open 
it on t be First degree and on the Second degree also, and to close they have 
to come rlown the ladder in the same way. We have heretofore asked for 
information as to where and when this method originated, and no one has 
given it. 

We learn that advancement can be stopped only on charges filed and 
properly substantiated. 

He had had no official inforrftation as to the action of the Grand Lodge 
of Peru, and therefore had done nothing more than to cause the Grand Sec
retary to write to the Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Peru: but in 
relation to it he says: 

" It will be within your knowledge that some years ago the Grand Orient 
of France repealed a cla use in its constitution recognizing the fundamental 
principle of our Oruer, viz: the belief in God, and that shortly after rloing 
so, all the Grand Lodges in the worlrl withdrew their representatives. The 
same course will doubtless have to be adopted in regard to the Grand Lodge 
of Peru, because if we take away the found ation upon which our Order is 
erected, it would give it a purely social and humanitarian basis. No man 
could be made a mason, nor could we have connection with any body of 
men, or individuals, who did not acknowledge the masonic verities of the 
existence of a God, and that He has revealed His will to uS'" as a guide to 
rule and govern our faith in Him, and our action towards each other." 

But we have been the most interested in his discussion of the question of 
" pbysical qualification," in which he has brought out, to a certa~n extent, 
the law and usage of the British Grand Lodges. 
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In his discussion, however, he does not seem to understand that many of 
the American Grann Lodges hold to a strict construction of a part of the old 
charge, reading only the following part of it, "No Master shall take an 
apprentice unlel!s"he has sufficient employment for him, and unless he be a 
perfect youth." He would be very strongly against this construction; but 
he quotes the charge as follows: 

" 'No Master shall take an apprentice unless he has sufficient employment 
for him and unless he be a perfect youth, having no maim or defect in his 
body that may render him incapable of learning the art of serving his 
Master's Lord, and of being made a brother." 

He gives a long extract from a letter by Bro. HUGIlAN, ill which Bro. H. 
says: 

" , I have not traced any reference to physical qualification in the reports 
of our Board of General Purposes to the Grand _Lodge of England, but I 
know the question was considered privately by them, so to speak, twice or 
more in 1860. It was decided by the Board that one who had lost his left 
foot was ,not unsuitable for initiation, as it was the moral and mental quali. 
ties that made fit and proper persons for initiation. 

" 'In 1875 the then Grand Secretary wrote, "That the Board of General 
Purposes feel that it is impossible to lay down a hard and fast rule as to the 
initiation of a candidate not perfect in his body, as required in article Four 
of the Ancient Charges." I am directed to say that the general rule in this 
country is to consider a candidate eligible for election who, althongh not 
perfect in his limbs, is sufficiently so to comply with lind go through the 
various ceremonies required in the different degrees. Each case of this de
scription must be defined on its own me'rits by the members of the lodge, 
to whom the candidate is personally known, subject to the approval of the 
Master of the lodge, who is personally responsible that th e candidate was 
in condition to comply with the above named requirements. 

" 'In 1877 it was also ruled" that having a cork leg did not render a 
member unfit to take the third degree.' ~ ' " 

We learn also from this letter that while the Grand Lodge of England hulds 
that one wholly blind, deaf or dumb could not be admitted, still, that lodges 
are allowed to exercise their own discretion as to the initiation of candidates 
who are" mutilated in or minus a limb." 

In Ireland the rule is as follows: 
" 'If a candidate proposed for admission be in any Illanner maimed, lame 

or defective, he shall not be initiated witbout a dispensation from the Grand 
Master or the D. G. M., the application to be made by memorial, wherein 
the defect shall be clearly specified. " 

Brother HUGHAN says in substance that under the Grand Lodge of Eng
land no defect of a physical character has been a bar to initiation, because 
the rule pertained to the operative period a l1<l has nevpr been a regulation in 

the book of constitutions. 

Brother HUGHAN admits, however, that there are physical defects, which 
make the candidate ineligible, but is exceedingly misty in defining, even 
generally, the line between eligibility and ineligibility. Some of our English 
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writers have affected to be amused at the discussions npon this subject in 
this country, but this letter from Brother H. reveals the fact that, like char
ity, they had better" begin at home." 

Brother H UGHAN really fails to state the English rule or the principles 
upon which it is based. 

The Canadian rule is: 

" , A candidate who can comply literally with all the ceremonies and work 
of the Grand Lodge, and is mentally and morally worthy of admission, is a 
fit subject to become a mason.' " 

It will be seen that this is the rule we have in Maine, and in most of the 
American jurisdictions. In conclt]ding his discussion of this subject Brother 
HOlllNSON says, in part: 

"Personally, so far as I can humbly presume to form my own judgment 
on this difficult subject, I feel that, with great diffidence and respect to the 
American rulers of the craft and the rulers of the Grand Lodge of Canada, 
their conception is too strict; on the other hand I share the opinion preva
lent Oil this continent, that the advisers of the Grand Lodges of England, Ire
land and Scotland have not been as strict and careful as the best interests 
of Masonry might demand. I think that the clause in the Charges of 1722 
is the proper gu ide for us to take, and that the words' That render him in
capable of learning the art' modifies the strict, literal, and physical perfec
tion which the American view seeks to enforce. The question is a mora:l and 
ethical 'one, just as much as a physical, and I do not think that the iormer 
view should be absolutely merged in the latter. The' art' of Masonry is 
not so much a question of physical perfection, but ratber of the moral up
building of a perfect character , and this .consideration shouln make us care
ful not to let the spirit of our .craft be enslaved by a too rigid subserviency 
to the letter of the law." 

* * * * * * * * * 
I" prefer the provision of the constitution of the Grand Lodge of Ireland, 

and by way of guidance would therefore rule that if a candidate for ad
mission suffer from any physical defect, he shall not be initiated without 
thfl permission of the Grand Master, the application for snch dispensation 
to set out clearly th'll nature of the defect. No definite rule can be laid down 
and each case must be judged upon its own peculiar merits; without de
parting altogether from the idea of physical perfection, we should seek to 
admit persons whose lives and character indicate a natural affinity with our 
conception of what should constitute a fit and proper person to be made a 
mason. " 

But the Grand Lodge, while agreeing that it is " impossible to lay down a 
hard and fast rule," approved the Canadian rule and the practice in the 
United States, that in doubtful cases the question shall be decided by ~he 
Grand Master, but only upon the request of the lodge. 

He discussed to some extent the status of the parties in Ontario, who had 
been initiated in the irregular lodges, and recommended that~i r; order to be 
received in Manitoba they must have made application to the Grand Lodge 
of Canada to be healed and present the proper certificate from the Grand 

Secretary. 



Correspondence-Manitoba. 

Tile Grand Master stated that the condition of the craft is quite prosper
ous, and this is borne out by the reports of the deputies, and especially by 
that of the Grand Secretary. It would seem that it is a practice in that 
jurisdiction to confer rank upon these officers, and the Grand Master recom
mends that it be ~onferred upon the deputies of the procedi"ng year, but he 
adds, "Although I do not think they are all justly entitlerl. to it." On ex
amining the reports we find that one or two of them did but little; however, 
the rank was conferred on them all. 

The report of the Secretary is full of details, giving an account of the 
various dispensations, &c. The report of the Librarian shows that consider
able additions had been made during the year. We notice that other than 
masonic works were added, quite a number of them by purchase. This un
doubtedly is all rigbt now, but we tbink tbat ultimately tbe Grand Lodge 
will have to follow the example of tbe Grand Lodge of Utab and turn over 
the non-masonic matter to a public lihrary. The committee regret that but 
a small number avail tbemselves of the advantages of the library, and from 
their report we learn that there is a public library in the city, and that un
doubtedly accounts for the fact that the masonic library is but little used. 
Radical amendments to the constitution were adopted. 

The Board of General Purposes was abolished; the standing committees 
are to be appointed at the close of each communication, to hold office until 
the close of the next commllnication. 

The f61l0wing provision is made in relation to the appointment of com
mittees: 

"The said committees shall be appointed in the following manner, viz: 
At each annual communication a Nominating Committee shall be apPointed 
by the Grand Master, one brother from each district represented, who shall 
be a resident thereof, ano. three at large; which Nom~natillg Committee 
shall immediately, an the declaration of their appointment, proceed to select 
from among the members of Grand Louge five brethren to serve upon each 
of snch Standing Committees, and shall submit such selection for the ap
proval of Grand Lodge. No brother shall be selected to serve on more than 
one committee. All vacancies occurring shall be filled by appointment of 
the Grand Master." 

We shall watch the workings of this system with much interest, as it is 
something entirely new to us. We note that the changes, as a rule, in the 
constitution bring it more nearly in accoro. with the constitutions of Grand 
Lodges in the United States. 

A committee was appointed to revise the existing constitution as amended, 
and have the same ready for printing at the next annual communication. 
While this involves considerable delay, we believe the move a wise one. No 
Report on Correspondence. 
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MARYLAND, 1898. 

We have the Proceedings of both the May and November communications 
in the same pamphlet. The Grand Master (THOMAS J. SHRYOCK) delivered 
no address in May, but gave an account of the dispensations which he had 
granted and the Hepresentatives whom he had appointed. 

He stated that the implements used in the laying 'of the first stone of the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad had been loaned to the Grand Ledge, and 
would be kept on exhibition in the Grand Lodge Museum. 

The Committee on Correspondence reported in relation to the Peru matter, 
with resolution as follows~ 

"That all masonic communication and intercourse by the Freemasons of 
Maryland with the Grand Lodge of Peru, its subordinates, or any mason 
who owes allegiance thereto, is hereby prohibited by this Grand Lodge." 

The resolution was unanimollsly adopted. 
Several visiting brethren, who were in Baltimore as delegates to the Gen

eral Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church South were introduced: 
among them was Bro. VINCIL of Missouri. In response to an invitation of 
the Grand Master, he and Bro. WOOD, Past Grand Master of Missouri, ad
dressed the Grand Lodge, which was highly delighted with the evening's 
exercises. 

A special communication was held to lay the corner stone of the monu
rt:Jent to FRANCIS SCOT'!' KEY, at which a very interesting address was de
livered by Past Grand Master J OliN M. CARTER. At the conclusion of the 
ceremonies the Grand Lodge returned to the hotel and was closed: 

At the annual communication, the Grand Lodge was opened by Past Grand 
Master JOHN M, CARTER, after which the Grand Master, THOMAS J . SHRY
OCK, entered and was received with the Grand Honors, and assumed the 
East. Grand Master SHRYOCK delivered a brief address, showing that the 
craft are in a very prosperous condition in that jurisdiction. Of the action 
of the Grand Lodge of Washington, the Grand Master says: 

" Our Grand Lodge i8 in the most cordial and fraternal relations with the 
Grand Lodges through :lUt the world, particularly those throughout our own 
great and glorious conn try. The only note of discord, which has startled 
the masonic world, is the action of the Grand Lodge of Washington, who 
have, in the judgment of your Grand Master, officially ackuowledged clan
destine Masolll'Y. As soon as the matter was brought to my attention, I 
submitted it to your very able Chairman of the Committee on Correspond
ence, who has made an exhaustive report on this subject, and which has 
been presented to you this evening in printed form for your action. Your 
chairman, knowing the conservatism of our Grand Lodge and being of the 
same disposition himself, has not recommended to this Grand Lodge any 
radical resolution upon the subject but has prepared a resolution, admonish
ing our brethren of the Grand Lodge of Washington, kindly reminding them 
of their faults and trusting for a reformation, which resolutton, I have 110 

doubt, will meet with your entire approbation, which will be promptly 
passed at this session of the Grand Lodge. " 
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He had granted a dispensation to the members of Maryland lodges in the 
first Maryland regiment of Volunteers, with power to make masons only 
of residents of Maryland, who should be also members of that regiment. 
He visited the I~~ge while it was at Fortress Monroe, Virginia, and of his 
visit he says: 

" Together with the Grand Officers I officially visited this lodge whilst the 
regiment was stationed at Fortress Monroe, Va. The Commandant of the 
Post-a Major of the United Statef\. Army- had kindly placed at the dis
posal of the lodge a very suitable room for lodge purposes. On the evening 
of our visitation we were officially received, and the First degree of Masonry 
was conferred in ample form. The officers were ably assisted by the son of 
our Grand Lecturer, who is a member of the regiment, and who has attached 
himself to this lodge. There were a large numbel· of visitors present , all of 
whom were officers and men of the regular service of the United States to
gether with the Master of the lodge at Hampton, Va., who is also an officer 
of the United States Army." 

And of its subsequent movements he also says: 

" Subsequently the regiment was moved to Camp Meade, Pa. I addressed 
a letter to the Most Worshipful Grand Master of Pennsylvania, William .T. 
Kelly, advising him of the existence of this lodge on the territory of the 
Jurisdiction of Pennsylvania, and received from him a most courteous reply, 
in which he extended to the lodge, through me, the use of the lodge room at 
Middletown, Pa. Owing, however, to the very severe military duties to 
which the regiment was subject, in order to prepare it fo r service in Cuba, 
I have just been informed by the Master of the-lodge that they were I1nable 
to hold meetings during their s tay in Pennsylvania. The officers of this 
lodge are extremely discreet, one of them being Past Senior Grand Warden 
of our Grand Lodge, and another a Grand Inspector at the time he enlisted . 

" So I feel perfectly safe in advising the Grand lodge that this Lodge will 
do nothing but what will reflect credit npon the fraternity in Maryland. I 
felt, as these brethen had offered their lives as a sacrifice on the altar of 
their country's honor, they were entitled to all the privileges that we, as 
masons, could confer upon them, and that of having th\: privilege of meet
ing in lodge fellowship was the highest in our power to bestow." 

In his account of the laying of the corner stone of the KBY monument, 
he says: 

"The laying of this corner stone was an important event in the masonic 
history of this state and nation. Not only was it the province of your 
Grand Lodge to perform that function, because the immortal Key was a 
Marylander and the author of the stirring national anthem of the greatest 
people upon God's footstool ; not only because this state furnished the inci
dent, the scene and occasion of his inspiration; not only because Maryland 
was his honored birth-place and the sacred repository of his bones, but be
cause Freemasonry is the bulwark of human liberty on earth , the fountain
head of free institutions, and the very corner-stone itself of the American 
Republic-indeed, of the Anglo-Saxon race. It was peculiarly fitting, there
fore that the enduring shaft in honor of the memory of the immortal patriot 
should be placed in position by so ancient and eternal an institution-an insti
tution to which, under the Providence of God, is due· the emancipation of 
human thought and energy which made such a poet a possibility; to which 
belong the credit of having kindled and kept alive the holiest and noblest 
aspirations of the human race; to which is due the victory over ignorance and 
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the emancipation from superstition that opened the way for man's progress 
and the world's civilization. 

'" He is the freeman whom the Truth makes free,' and Freemasonry has 
been the repository of truths, which, fructifying through the ages, have 
produced a harvest of brotherhood and benevolence, which ripens aud re
news itielf an hundred fold with each teeming and expanding century. 

" The erection of a monument to memory of :Francis Scott Key is the sign 
and harbinger of a people's appreciation. It indicates, in the face of re
actionary prophecy and dogmatic pessimism, the onward march of republi
can development. American patriotism, intelligence and love of liberty are 
not retrograding, but going forward to higher effort and grander expausion , 
Key's monument will be, for centuries to come, the Mecca of a nation's pil
grimage and the magnetic centre of a grateful people's love and loyalty; 
and, under its enduring foundations, will appropriately and perpetually re
pose, beside the hallowed dust of the honored dead, thp archives and records 
of an eternal Order, sealed in its corner-stone, under the auspices and with 
the solemn ritual and benediction of the Grand Lodge of Maryland-the 
fitting tribute of a perpetual organization to a no less enduring memory." 

The committee in relation to the action of the Grand Lodge of Washington 

made a very able report of the same tenor of those made to other Grand 

Lodges, and reported the following resolutions, which were htid over until 

the next day and then unanimously adopted: 

"Resolved, · That the Grand Lodge of Maryland hereby reaffirms it.s ao 
herence to the doctrine of Grand Lodge Territorial Jurisdiction; that. is to 
say, a Grand Lodge first organized in a stattl" or territory has the supreme 
control over symbolic masonry and is the 801e judge of what a.re, or a re not, 
legitimate masonic organizations within its territorial limits. 

"lleso/ved, That this doct.rine having been acquiesced in by every Amer
ican Grand Lodge, and the experience of a .century having proven that it is 
a wise and wholesome doctrine, by which the Grand Lodges have been 
enabled to dwell together in peace and harmony, the Grand Lodge of Mary
land views with regret and .alarm the action of the Grand Lodge of Wash
ington in the abrogation and setting aside of this doctrine by the recogni
tion of aual Grand Lodges in a large number of the jurisdictions of our 
country. . 

"Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of Maryland fraternally, but most 
earnestly, trusts that the Grand Lodge of Washington will at its next annu
al communication, reconsider said action, and thereby promote that peace 
and harmouy which has ever characterized the family of American Grand 
Lodges. " 

"Resolved, That a copy of this report, with the resolutions attached, be 
forwarded to the Grand Lodge of Washington ancl to all Grand Lodges with 
which this Grand Lodge is in fraternal communication." 

The spirit and tone of these resolutions ~annot be too highly recom

mended. 

Visitors from the Grand Lodge of Virgiuia, upon the invitation of the 

Grand Master, addressed the Grand Lodge in a very impressive and elo

quent manner, in relation to the contemplated observance of the Cen~n .. 
nial of the death of Washington. 

The recent action of the Grand Lodge of Peru having been received, the 

resolution of non-intercourse with that Grand Lodge was repealed, and the 
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Grand Lodge cordially acc!lded to the request for the restoration of fraternal 
relations. The Grand Lodge of New Zealand was also recognized. 

One very touching scene occurred. Bro. SCHULTZ, in view of the loss of 
his eye sight, as!sed to be excused from furtljer duty on the Committee of 
Correspondence, and thereupon, · 

"The Grand Master declined his request, believing that, with the assist
ance of an amanuensis, he could perform the duties as acceptably as here
tofore. 
. "The Grand Master asked the sense of the Grand Lodge as to his refusal 

to accept Bro. Schultz'S declination, and was unanimously sustained. 
"Bro. Schultz responded in a very feeling manner, and said he felt greatly 

complimented by the Grand Master and the Grand Lodge in insisting on his 
continnance as chairman of the committee, and would endeavor to discharge 
the duties as hetofore." 

And in addition, a cummittee was appointed to procure and present to 
Bro. SCHULTZ" a suitable testimonial for his long and valuable service to 
the Grand Lodge." This testimonial was presentE'd to Bro. SCHI1LTZ at a 
communication of the Grand Lodge specially held for the purpose. 

We have as a frontispiece, to this part of the proceedings, a portrait of 
Bro. SCHULTZ takE'n in his library. 

The testimonial was a splendid" loving cup." The addresses on the occa
sion were appropriate and eloquent, and the response of Bro. SCHULTZ was 
exceedingly touching. Such a demonstration so truly in earnest on the 
part of his brethren, is almost worth losing his eye· sight. No greater re
ward for a life service to Freemasonry can be imagined, and we join with 
our Maryland brethren in tendering our sympathies and our fraternal af
fection to this beloved brother, congratulating him that while he is snffer
ing physically, he has to sustain it the perfect assurance of the love, respect, 
and admiration of the whole craft. 

We have in this pamphlet a historical sketch of the first Grand Master. of 
Masons in Maryland, Dr. JOHN COATS, by Bro. DAVID C. AVERY. He was 
a great feature in the organization of the Grand Lodge and its first Grand 
Master, and Bro. AVERY has made an exceedingly interesting addition to 
the history of Masonry in Maryland. 

The Report on Correspondence was presented by Bro. SCllur,Tz. He 
does not undertake to review the Proceedings, but makes a general report, 
discussing ably various subjects, which we trust will be widely read. He 
repeats his well known views in relation to non-payment of dues, the right 
of non-affiliates, the inalienable rights of a mason, and other subjects which 
are at this time attracting the attention of the craft. We would gladly 
copy the whole, but of course our space will not allow. 

Upon ono point, however, we briefly state his views. He holds that a 
mason has rights of which no lodge nor Grand Lodge can rightfully deprive 
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him, unless for the commission of an offence against the Fraternity, and 
then only after trial and upon conviction; and he says further: 

" Bnt there are other rights and privileges, which he may obtain upon the 
payment of certain yearly or quarterly dues, in addition to the above. 
These are the rights of membership in a particular lodge, which are the 
right to a voice, to a vote, in all matters coming before the lodge, and upon 
applications for entrance into the Fraternity, as well as in the selection of 
its officers, to participate in all masonic processions, to relief from the lodge 
funds, and masonic burial at his'demise. These lodge rights and privileges 
he may at any time reliuquish, voluntarily, upon payment of his dues and 
asking for his dimit; or h~ may forfeit them by neglecting or refusing to 
pay his dues. Surely a forfeiture of such lodge membership rights is a suffi
cient punishment for voluntary or involuntary non-affiliation." 

In regard to the harsh measures which some Grand Lodges have taken, 
in relation to non-affiliation, he says: 

" An examination of this table will also show that the percentage of loss 
was much less in those states where suspension from membership only for 
non-payment of dues is inflicted than in those where the harsher sentence 
is inflicted. Take, for instance, the States of Maine, Massachusetts and 
New Hampshire, and compare them with California, Washington and Ne
braska. In the three states first named the loss is only one and two-tenths 
per cent., while the loss in the three latter is six and four-tenths; and I am 
quite sure that an examination of the records of our Grand Lodge since 
]872, when the regulation was adopted, will show a much greater percent
age of loss than under the system previously prevailing, which wa~ snspen
sion fro III membership rights only." 

It will be remembered that we assumed that he would not write another 
report, and therefore made some reply to Bro. 'WHITTY, of Penllsylvania, 
in relation to public masonic ceremonies. He quotes what we said, and 

adds: 

" It will thus be seen that Bro. Drummond clearly proves that, down to 
the year 1878, the law in Pennsylvania, regarding ceremonies in public, 
was precisely the same as now practiced by every other English-speaking 
Grand Lodge in the world, and, therefore, Pennsylvania has made an inno
vation on the practices of the fathers, and not other Grand Lodges, as Bro. 
Whitty charges. If, therefore, Bro. Whitty will thoroughly examine this 
subject-or, better still, suggest to his Grand Lodge the appointment of a 
cOlllmittee to do so, as our Grand Lodge did, they will find that their juris
diction has made innovations upon the old practices." 

We trust that Bro. SClIULTZ will be able, as the Grand Master suggested, 
with the aid of an amanuensis to continue his work in this department of 

masonic labor. 

rIASSACHUSETTS, 1898. 

The usual quarterly communications were held during the ye-a:r:, as well as 
a number of special communicat ions to dedicate halls, lay cornerstones, etc. 

A t the first quarterly, the amendment to the constitutions, in relation to 
rejected candidates, was considered and the following was adopted: 
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"Any candidate whose application has been rejected, who shall within 
five years after such application be initiated in any lodge other than the one 
to which he first applied, without the recommendation aforesaid, shall be 
deemed a clandestine mason, ann all masonic intercourse with him is for
bidden. " 

It will be seen that this is substantially in accordance with the law in our 

own jurisdiction, except that the recomlllendatiol} referred to is granted in a 
different manner than in Maine. 

We copy the following ill relation to ciphers, partly to show the methods 

adopted by parties interested, in selling them, ann partly to show that in spite 

of severe laws, there is good reason to believe that they are circulated and 
obtained by members of the craft: 

" The Recording Grand Secretary stated that a circular had recently been 
very freely distributed to the officers of lodges throughout th e state, advertis
ing an antiquated cipher, published many years ago by one Redding, of New 
York, and now re-issued by his widow, purporting to represent the ritual or
this jurisdiction. 

"Our Grand Lecturers had repeatedly cautioned the brethren against this 
worthless catch-penny affair, assuring them that it contained between seven 
and eight hundred variations from the true work, and that officers who used it 
were sure to be exposed by. their repetition of these numerolis errors. These 
cautions would seem to be sufficient warning against the use of such worth
less attempts to aid the memory. 

" Moreover for twenty-five years past our Grand Masters, and the Grand 
Lodge itself, had repeatedly condemned sucb publications and warned the 
brethren against the use of them. Nothing COl)ld be more decided or pos
itive to that effect than the unanimous adoption by the Grand I_odge at the 
aunual communication in December, Ul94, of the following preamble and 

. vote: 
"Whereas, certain unauthorized practices tend to corrupt the w..ork and 

lectureg of this Grand Lodge, and deceive the craft; and whereas, certain 
printed books purporting to be cipber keys to the ritual, or parts thereof, of 
tllis Grand Lodge, have been found in circulation in this jurisdiction; it is 

"Voted, That hereafter any mason, under the jurisdiction of this Grand 
Lodge, who shall print, or cause to he printed, any such book or sheets, or 
buy or sell the same, or cause the same to be bought or sold, or who shall 
use or circulate the same, shall be liable to expulsion from the rights and 
privileges of Freemasonry, or to be otherwise punished, by vote of the 
Grand Lodge at any quarterly communication thereof. 

"So emphatic and stringent a prohibition of these publications ought to be 
frequently brought to the attention of the craft of our jurisdiction." 

At the next quarterly the Commissioners of Trial made several reports, all 

of which confirm us in our opinion that the system is operating very success

fully. 

The Grand Lodge of New Zealand was recognizen aml relations resumed 

with the Grand Lodge of Peru. 

At this session the corner stone of the new Temple was laid, with ad

dresses of a very interesting character. Many incidents are stated which 

we would like to re-produce, but we trust that brethren, generally, will read 
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the full account in the Proceedings, which are to be found, not only in our 
Grand Lodge library, but in various other libraries in the state. 

A special session was held at Northa!llpton to dedicate a new hall and 
assist in celebrating the centennial anniversary of the formation of that 
lodge. The addresses contain a good deal of exceedingly interesting local 
history. 

King David Lodge, Taunton, celebrated its centennial anniversary. 
A special communication was held on the lith of July to attend the funeral 

services of R. W. CHARLES LEVI WOODBURY, Past Deputy Grand Master. 
We had the mournful satisfaction of being present on that occasion. 
A fine portrait of Brother WOODDURY accompanies the tribute paid to his 
memory by the Grftnd Lodge. That tribute concludes as follows: 

"In the daily life of Boston, and especially in his accustomed plftce at 
the Parker House table, where he has sat for more years than the Parker 
House has been upon its present site, his familiar presence, always carrying 
with it a certain air of authority, but always kindly and genial, will long be 
missed. In this Grand Lodge he will always be remembered for the wisdom 
of his counsel, the warmth of his friendship, the cordiality of his gree ting, 
the brilliancy and wit which have illuminated so many of our festive meet
ings. " 

This comes home with great force to a great many of us who have been 
his guests. He always had a kindly word for the brethcn, whom he met. 

Gmnd Master HUTCHINSON, in his address at the December Quarterly 
communication gives an account of his official acts and visitations, showing 
that he has followed the example of his predecessor in giving a very large 
amount of his time to visitations, and special work of the Grand Lodge. 
We find that the craft in that jurisdiction are continuing to enjoy a high 
degree of prosperity. The appreciation of Brother HUTCIIl KSOK'S labors 
was shown by his unanimous re-election. 

A committee submitted a very full report in relation to the action of the 

Grand Lodge of Washington on "Negro Masonry." The followin g resolu
tions were unanimously adopted: 

"Resolved, That this Grand Lodge, while recogmzll1g the right of the 
freeborn negro to solicit the privileges of Masonry, as equal to that of the 
freeborn white man, hereby renews its refusal of masonic recognition to 
persons, lodges or Grand Lodges, deriving their masonic lineage from a 
certain Prince Hall, who unwarrantably assumed the function of a Provin
cial Grand Master over this and neighboring states in which Grand Lodges 
already existed. 

"Resolved, That we protest against the recent recognition by the Grand 
Lodge of Washington of such spurious masons and masonic bod ies. 

"Resolved, That we also protest against the resolution of the Grand Lodge 
of Washington sanctioning the possible establishment of a Gntfld Lodge of 
co-ordinate jurisdiction in that state, based upon principles which we believe 
would be fatal to the fraternal and social advantages of Masonry. 

"Resolved, That we fraternally demand of the Grand Lodge of Washing
ton a speedy reconsideration of its entire action upon the subject of 'Negro 
Masonry,' in the Uniteu States." 
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This report came with former reports Oll the same subject, of former com
mittees of the Grand Lodge, in the same pamphlet, to which we refer as 
containing a complete history of "Colored Masonry," so far as Massachusetts 
is concerned" and showing conclusively that by the masonic law in force at 
the time, the original lodge ceased to exist; was revived without authority, 
and then undertook to declare its independence of ali Grand Lodges, and 
to consider itself a Grand J,odge with power to charter other lodges. 

We do not believe that anyone, after reading these various reports, will 
have the hardihood to undertake to defend the masonic legality of this or
ganization. 

The Grand Lodge voted to be represented at the celebration of the Cen
t~nllial of the death of Washington, and appropriated $500 as a contribution 
towards the expenses. 

On the twenty-seventh of December the Inst allation COll1lllun ic<\tion was 
held , followed by the" Grand Feasts." As usual, the speeches on that oc
casion are of rare excellence, and while a pang of sorrow is felt, as we look 
in vain for the familiar names of brethren who have participated in it in 
the past, we note with pleasure that younger members are supplying the ir 
places, traveling in the same path and adhering to the precepts laid down 
by 1 he fathers. 

MICHIGAN , 1899. 

The frontispiece is a portrait of the retiring Grand Master, J AMES BllAD
LI·;Y. 

Bro. It- B. HUNGEllFO IW, Deputy Graud Master of the Grand Lodge of 
Canada, was present and addressed the Grand Lodge to its great pleasure. 

Grand Master BllADLEY , in his address, says th at Masonry, in that juris
iction, has continued to flourish and grow, and he thinks that the record 
of the preceding year will compare favorably with other years. A few 
contentions have arisen to mar the record, but with few exceptions they 
have heen settlea in sllch a satisfactory manner that it was not necessary to 
bring them before the Grand Lodge. 

He pays a tribute to the memory of P. G. Master DANIE L STlUK E H, 

who had died during the year_ He was, a nd had been since 1891, Gen
eral Grand Treasurer of the Grand Chapter. We had the pleasure of meet
ing him ill Baltimore last year. 

Grand Master BRADLEY had many official acts to perform in the way of 
dedication of halls, laying of corner st.ones and granting special dispensa
tions, some of which should have been provided for, we think, by the law. 
He declined to grant one dispensation-to confer upon an E. A. the two 
remaining degrees. The request was by telegraph and the dispensation was 
wanted for that evening. He says: 
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" I refused to give permission for the reason that J would not allow the 
degrees to be'conferred on anyone in violation of Grand Lodge regulations, 
which provide that a candidate cannot be advanced except on a favorable 
ballot after passing a satisfactory examinat.ion in opcn lodge, and their re
quest was to confer the balance of the degrees on one who had only received 
tbe first degree. In reply to this I received a letter scoring me for refusing 
to grant his request and asking me to submit this to tbe Grand Lodge, 80 
that they could pass on this decision. " 

We regret to say that there have been many other indications in Michi
gan, that some of the brethren of that jurisdiction ought to read the charges 
to a Master more carefully, and unless they should produce _ results, some 
discipline would be exceedingly wholesome and for the best good of the 
craft. 

He decided that, under the Michigan law, he had no power 1.0 grant a dis
pensation for the reception of a petition of a candidate who had resided in 
the state less than twelve months. Also he decided, greatly to our surprise, 
that a Michigan lodge cannot waive jurisdiction so that a candidate may 
apply to a lodge in another state. 

One case arose illustrating the extreme to which punishment for non-pay
ment of dues is carried. The oldest member of a lodge had been suspended 
for non-payment of dups: he afterwards paid them up but had neglected to 
apply for re-instatement, and while this was his status he died, and the 
Grand Master decided, as he must under the harsh provisions of the law, 
that his lodge could not give him a masonic burial. 

He had refused dispensations in certain ~ases, of which he says: 
" I cannot grant dispensation for the purpose asked. I have had several 

of these inquiries, and in all cases have refused, for the following reasons: 
I find that invariably the parties asking for these favors have resided with
in the jurisdiction of lodges where they could have applied in the regular 
manner, if at any time they had been prompted to solicit the privilege by a 
favorable opinion of our order, but they did not avail themselves of this 
privilege, and now that they are called upon to face the fortunes of war, 

, they desire to avail themselves of it at a Hme when it would be impossi
ble for the lodge receiving the application to act upon it in the usual man
ner, and it looks to me as if they were prompted to apply at the present time 
with the view that it would be-of personal benefit for them, instead of love 
for the Fraternity, and while the Grand Lodge confers upon the Grand 
Master the privilege of granting dispensations, I considere<l that they dir! not 
take as broad a view of it as to intend that petitions should be received at a 
special meeting, committee report, ballot and confer the three degrees in 
the same evening, and I have invariably held that advancemeut can only be 
made after examination in open lodge." 

He decided that a diruitted mason could be disciplined for offences com
mitted in that jurisdiction. In this particular c~e the party)lad a dimit, 
from a New Hampshire lodge, and it is suggested that members of the lodge, 
when they granted the dimit, knew his character. 

He had had the usual trouble with "Masonic Keys," although the Grand 
Lodge in 1894 had supplied each lodge with a ritual. He issued an edict 
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ordering the destruction of all other keys or rituals, stating that if it should 

come to his knowledge that one was used in a lodge. he would revoke its 

charter; and he was greatly surprised at the receipt of letters from Masters 

stating that tl.!.ey had received and destroyed keys, in one case as many as 

fi ve in one lodge. 

The Grand Master had found that after the Grann Lodge had prohibited 
the use of tbe term" Masonic Insurance," compallies outside of tbe state 

had sent representatives there soliciting insurance from the Fraternity. 

Whereupon he issued a circular to the Masters of the lodges, calling their 

attention to the fact that all brethren violating the regulation were liable to 

charges, and it was the duty of the Master to proceed to have them filed. 
After th~ issue of this ci~cular he had receiyed but one complaint, and 

upon investigation it was found that the party had moved out of the juris

diction. 

Several complaints had been made to him by lodges against other lodges 

for conferring degrees on parties resident of other jurisdictions. He said 
that these canse dissension and ought to be avoided. The ' whole trouble 

arises from the color which Grand Lodges have given to the claims of lodges, 

that they have an interest in candidates. If lodges could he made to Ullder

stand that they have no such interest, but that the regulation was made for 

the benefit of the Fraternity to prevent the admission of unworthy candi

dates, and in the consideration of them the pecuniary element would be 

disregarded, we believe that there would be very few complaints. But in 

Michigan, when a matter of this kind is decided, the fce goes to the lodge 

in whose jurisdiction the candidate resided. The offending lodge should be 

punished, but it should be done in such a way that it would take away all 

, inducement to obtain candidates from the territory of another lodge, and at 

the same time not make it an object for the other lodge to complain of it. 

The result is that in many cases, in which the decision is a very close one, 

and in which a decision either way would do no particular injustice, com

plaint is made for the sole purpose of getting the fee. 

Four pages of his address are devoted to one case where a lodge com

plained against another, and while it was found that the latter lodge had 

accepted a candidate before he had resided twelve months within the juris

diction, the complaining lodge had not the slightest ground for cO!llplaint. 

There are very many other matters in th is address which we would be 
glad to take up and discuss, though they relate chiefly to local matters, but 

we must pass over them all to notice-briefly the Washington matter. 

The Grand Master says: 

" As may be supposed this action came as a great surprise to the other 
Grand Jurisdictions, as by thi" action they recognize as legititimate what 
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we have always considered as clandestine, and is in direct opposition to 
onr Constitution, which reads as follows: 

"This Grand Lodge, subject to the Constitution and Ancient Landmarks, 
is the only source of authority in all matters pertaining to Ancient Craft 
Masonry within the 8tate of Michigan. Any and all organizations, associa
tions or persons professing to have any authority, powers or privileges in 
Ancient Craft Masonry, not, derived from this Grand Lodge, are declared to 
be clandestine and illegal, and all ml.sonic intercourse with or recognition of 
them, or any of them, is prohibited . 

.. From this I cannot understand how we can recognize any other body 
claiming to be a lodge or a Grand Lodge in tbe State of Michigan. 

" The action of the Grand Lodge of Washington has been severely criti
cised by several of the Grand Lodges in the United States that have held 
meetings since this action was taken by them, and on the day their official 
proceedings reached the Grand Master of New York, he addressed a com
mnnication to the Representative of the Grand Lodge of Washington near 
the Grand Lodge. of New York requesting him to forward his resignation as 
snch to the Grand Master of Washington . 

. " In concluding this matter I desire to say that I trust this Grand Body 
will take sucb action as will maintain and uphold the dignity of the Grand 
Lodge of Michigan." 

After he wrote this part of his address, he received a letter from the Grand 

Master of Washington, substantially a copy of what he had addressed to 

other Grand 'Masters, which he presented ill connection with the address, 

and to which we have alre~dy referred. 

Of the Gran Dieta of Mexico he says: 

" Regular Symbolic Masonry was founded in Mexico under the patronage 
of the Grand Lodge of the State of New York in 1825. 

"The Grand Lodge Valley of Mexico No.1, which was the founder of the 
Grand Symbolic Diet in the United States of Mexico, is the legitimate suc
cessor of the above mentioned lodge, and proclaimed the Independence of 
Symbolic Masonry in the year 1878. 

"The Gran Dieta of Mexico is an exclusively Symbolic Body, working 
entirely in accordance with the landsmarks of the Free and Accepted Masons 
of England and of the Grand Lodges of the United States of America. 

" The Gran Dieta of Mexica does not admit women in any of its lodges, 
and di~plays upon its altar the Great Lights of Masonry." 

The report of the Grand Secretary is as usual very full and complete, giv-

. ing an account of the Grand Lodge Library, which we are glad to see is gruw

ing rapidly. He calls attention to the increase in membership during the 

year, having passed the "40,000 mark" and retained its place as fifth 

Grand Lodge in America in its number of members. 

'rhe Grand Lecturer submitted his annual report, showing that he had held 

a large nnmber of schools during the year, and we are glad to find that he 
calls attention to the duties of masons and does not make the accuracy of. 

the work the highest thing in masonry. We would quote from it but for 

want of time and space. 

The edict in relation to the Grand Lodge of Peru was unanimously 

rescinded. 
App. 27 G. L. 
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There were two reports upon the proposed amendment to the Constitution 

in relation to the rights, powers and duties of dimitted masons, in which the 

subject is considered at considerable length. As nearly as we can ascertain, 
no member can be dimitted except when he has moved out of the juriBdjction, 

or has been eiected a member of another lodge, or is a signer of a petition 

for a dispensation to form a new lodge. This of course is law in Michigan, 

but for all that, in our judgment, it is a gross violation of one of the 

, landmarks of Freemasonry. Other amendments of a corresponding char-
acter were adopted. However, we find the following at the close of the 

report: 

" By the foregoing amendments, it will be seen that if they are adopted no 
member of any cOllstituent lodge in this Grand Jurisdiction can hereafter 
sever his meillbership therein, except for the purpose of joining another 
lodge, unless he removes entirely from this Grand Jurisdiction. No matter 
how badly a brother may want to withdraw from the Fraternity, without 
the brand of sURpension being placed upon him, he cannot do so, and as a 
result, from time to time we are apt to have members within our ranks who 
are not members because they want to remain, but because they cannot get 
out. And while it is true that the maxim, ' once a mason, always a masou,' 
is one of the ancient landmarks of Masonry, yet your committee believe that 
as a man enters th e Fraternity of his own free will and accord, that he 
should be permitted, when he does not desire to remain a member longer, 
to withdraw from it in an honorable manner, as freely a~ he entered. No 
member should be required to remain in any institution unless he believes 
in the institution , its purposes, teachings and practices, and when he ceases 
to believe he should be permitted to go out if he desires to du so. Your 
committee, therefore, recommend that Article XIV, Grand Lodge Regula
tions, be amended by adding thereto a new section, to be known as Section 
13, which shall r ead as follows: 

"SECTION 13.-Any member of the lodge against whom charges are not 
pending, and whose dues and indebtedness to the lodge are paid, may with
draw from menibership by presenting a written application therefor at a reg
ular communication, stating his reasons therefor. The lodge shall grant the 
request of the brother by dropping his name from the rolls, alld his membership 
shall thereby be terminated, and he shall not thereafter be considered or 
treated as a member of the Fraternity. A brother thus dropped from the 
rolls of a lodge shall be entitled to a certificate setting forth I he fact and the 
reasons therefor, which certificate shall be issued hy the Secretary of the 
lodge, under its seal. Such person may, at his request, be restored to 
membership in the same lodge which granted him the withdra wal certificate 
at any regular communication, by a m~ jority vote taken by show of hands." 

If a member, who, as is claimed by the Michigan law, is thus put ont of the 

Fraternity, should move in to anyone of a large number of the jurisdictions, 

we believe that 'the status, which this gives him, would not be recognized 

on the ground that under the landmarks, he had inherent rights of . which 

no Grand Lodge in that manner could deprive him. 

The matter of rejected candidates, which has been referred to a commit
tee, was continued in the hands of the committee until the next year. 

The committee was inclined to hold that the acceptance, in another juris

diction, of candidates rejected by a Michigan lodge would not give the 
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Grand Lodge the right to adopt serious measures againt the Grand Lodge so 
offending, but it could protect itself by refusing all masonic recognition of a 
mason made in another jurisdiction, out of its rejected material. 

This is as far, we believe, as any of the Grand Lodges go, but it puts 
upon the other jurisdiction 'the onus of taking such measures as it may see 
fit to take to vindicate itself. It seems a little curious that a Grand Lodge 
would have- degrees conferred upon a candidate, and when that candidate 
should be refused recoguition in other jurisdictions, should sit calmly by and 
say nothing. 

The consideration of the Washington matter and of "Mexican Masonry" 
were suspended until the next annual communication, except that the fol 
lowing was adopted: 

.. Your committee, therefore, in the most fraternal spirit of brotherly love, 
asks our sister Grand Lodge of Washington at its annual communication, to 
review its action on this question, and in the interest of harmony repeal its 
action and spread the cement of brotherly \<, ve, t.hat which will reunite the 
great sisterhood of Grand Lodges into one grand-and complete whole, among 
whom no cOlltel!tion should ever exist, but that noble contention, or 
rather emulation, of who can best work and best agree." 

The Report on Correspondence (pp. 276) was presented by Bro. JEFF ERSON 
S. CONOVER. He gives in a very brief space an enumeration of the import
ant matters acted upon by the otber Grand Lodges, but devotes almost the 
whole of his report to extracts from the Proceedings of other Grand Lodges, 
in relation to variolls matters, and without a word of comment. 

There is one, however, noticeable exception: he gives a general summary 
of the financial reports of the different Grand Lodges, under the heading, 
.. What it costs to rull Grand Lodges. " It is exceedingly valuable, but we 
regret that in quite a number of instances it is not accurate: for instance, in 
giving the expenses of the Grand Lodge of Maine, he names among the ex
penditures the $1,082.42 transferred to the Charity Fuud, and in the ac
cou~t of the Grand Lodge of Louisiana he includes the disbursements on 
account of the Masonic Temple, and none of the receipts; he makes it cost ' 
over $() a member to run that Grand Lodge. Counting in the amount 
transferred to the Charity Fund it costs sixty-five cents in Maine. The 
average in all the Grand Lodges is ninety cents a member, but this is not 
accurate, for the reason we have already stated. There are very few juris
dictions in which the cost per member is less than in Maine, if we should 
take out the amount transferred to Charity Fund. However, this part of 
his report is worth careful notice. 

We hope that his next report will have more" CONOVER" in it. 
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MINNESOTA, 1899. 

The frontispiece is a protrait of Grand Master ALONZO T. S1'JlBBINS. 
As usual, the Grand Master" opened a lodge of Master Masons," did 

certain business, -'and then opened the Grand Lodge. We regard t.h is as 

erroneous, in confounding the ritual lodge with the actual lodge. The Grand 

Lodge should be opened, and on such degree as the Grand Master should 
direct. In th e old records in this section the language is, the lodge was 

opened" on the third step in Masonry "-or "first step" or "second step," 
as the case might be. The masonic law undoubtedly is, that it is the char

tered lodge, or the Grand Lodge which is " opened," and not a merely the
oretical, non-existing body. This may seem to be an unimportant matter; 
but that is not so, for it teaches an erroneous idea of a lodge. 

Grand Master STEBllINS announces the death in Louisiana of Past S. G. 
Warden CHARLES T. STEARNS, the last surviving founder of the Grand 
Lodge. 

He had granted dispensations for three new lodges, and declined to grant 
two others on the ground that a lodge could not be supported in the partic
ular locality. One of the new lodges was in Miuneapolis and starts with a 
membership of one hundred: there are a good many lodges in that city, but 
if this lodge has for its object the cultivation of Masoury rather than to 
make masons, it will be a benefit to the craft: our city lodges are all too 
large to carry out the primary objects of the lodge organization. 

The Graud Master says: 
" On July 12th I received a petition from certaiu Master Masons of the 

Thirteenth Regiment, Minnesota Volunteers, then in California on their 
way to Manila, ask ing a dispensation for the formation of a military lodge 
in that city. Having had an intimation that such a petition would be pre
sented, I took occasion to study the history of army lodges, and I corre
sponded and conversed with well informed masons on the subject. I wa~ 
justly proud of my brother8, whose loyalty and patriotism had prompted 
them to enlist in their country's cause, and' I could most heartily wish them 
all the enjoyment and privileges that it was possible to obtaiu, but my duty 
to the craft, as I saw it, battled for the mastery over inclination, and the 
petition was returned. " 

He had granted dispensations to confer degrees out of time, but says: 

" Have been cautious about granting dispensations, especially to permit 
the conferring of degrees out of time, the only deviation being made in the 
case of soldiers going to war, and then insisted that they become proficient 
in one degree. " 

Our observation leads us to the conclusion that there are other cases in 
which such dispensations are beneficial and less likely to produce bad re

sults. 
He granted a "special dispensation" to a New Hampshire lodge, to confer 

the other two degrees upon an E. A. who had received that degree in a Min-
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nesota lodge: granting a dispensation to a lodge in another jurisdiction was 
new to us, but upon looking further, we conclude that it was not a techni
cal dispensation, but that the Minnesota law requires such a request of a 
lodge to be approved by the Grand Master. 

A claim was made that a member of a lodge must in all cases be tried by 
his own lodge, and could not be tried by the lodge within whose jurisdic
tion the alleged offence was committed: the Grand Master denied this claim 
a.nd held that an expulsion by the lodge within whose jurisdiction an offence 
is committed is binding everywhere. 

The District Deputy system has been recently adopted in Minnesota and 
the Urand Master speaks in high terms of its success. He read one of the 
reports to the Grand Lodge and adds: 

" If every Deputy would visit every lodge in his district, and make such 
reports as did this one, the Grand Master would be able to lay before the 
Grand Lodge annually a summary of the condition of the craft that would 
be both interesting and instructive. 

" Pardon me for the deep interest I take in the District Deputies. They 
are the arteries through which flow the life's blood of onr institution. It is 
only through them Lhat the lodges can hope to recei ve annual visitations from 
Grand Lodge officers, and these visitations not only awaken rene*ed inter
est, but they cmMe a desire on the part of the members for more light in 
Masonry. In closing this subject, let me say that, in my opinion, we do not 
give -the honor and dignity to the District Deputy that his- office demands. 
He should be received everywhere with all the courtesy due the representa
tive of the Grand Master, and should be accorded the hOllors due his rank." 

Of course we need not say to our Maine brothers that we fully concur in 
this and wish that all of our Deputies may have as high an appreciation of 
the importance of their office as Grand Master STEBBINS has. 

Of the action of the Grand Lodge of Washington he says: 

"That the Grand Lodge of Washington has grievously erred there can be 
no dispute. It declares the legitimacy of lodges tracing their origin to Prince 
Hall and his assumed authority, which all Grand Bodies that have consid
ered the subject, including our own, have declared to be of irregular forma
tion . . It recognizes the right of the members of such irregular lodges to visit 
lodges of regular formation. It presumes to sanction the formation of 
another GraDd Lodge within its own jurisdiction, when section 1 of their 
constitution says: 'This GraT!d Lodge has supreme and exclusive jurisciic
tion over all matters of Ancient Craft Masonry within the territorial limits 
of the State of Washington.' " 

A case arose wh ich led the Grand Lodge, upon the ' recommendation' of 
the Grand Master, to change its law making the signing of the by-laws a 

pre-requisite to membership in a lodge. 
The Grand Secretary formulated a list of nearly fifty que~t;lons for lodges 

to answer to the District Deputy, and to serve as the basis of his report to 
the Grand Lodge. We will not copy them, but District Deputies will gain 

many useful hints by call ing at our Grand Lodge office and reading them. 
The Grand Lodge voted to procure jewels for the Deputies, and that they 



Correspondence--Minnesota. 

should have mileage and per diem when they attend the Grand Lodge. In 
Maine they are members of the Grand Lodge during their term of office. 

Intercourse with the Grand Lodge of Peru was resumed: the committee 
to which the Washington matter was referred were given further time to re
port, although th~y say: 

" So far as colored Freemasonry in this jurisdiction is concerned, its status 
was fully defined and affirmed by this Grand Lodge in 1877, as appears in 
the printed Proceedings of that year, page 36. " 

The Grand Master was requested to attend the celebration of the centen
nial of the death of WASHINGTON and $100 (or so much thereof as may be 
necessary) was appropriated to aid the Grand Lodge of Virginia in pay ing 
the expenses. 

The Grand Orator, Bro. HENRY R. ADAMS, delivered an exceedingly beauti
ful oration upon the subject of " Love." . 

The Report on Correspondence (100 pp.) was presented by Bro. lRYlNG 

M. TODD. 
He has revived a method of preparation of these reports that involves 

much labor, time and stndy-giving a paragraph containing condensed 
items that gives" much in little" to an extraordinary degree. He makes 
few comments, so that if others should adopt the same course, the supply of 
material from other reports would soon cease. 

In the review of Maine, be says: 
"Bro. Drummond does not seem to appreciate the differeJlce in statns 

between an application from a candidate who has been previously rejected 
and an application from one who has not. We can assure him, however, 
that when an average committee of investigation finds this cloud upon the 
title, some reliable evidence is required to remove it. Of course the inquiry 
is prosecuted strictly upon IQasonic lines." 

To say that we are amazed is putting it mildly. Why, we have almost 
been called a crank for insisting so strenuously th at there is a vast difference 
between the status of a rejected candidate and one who has not been rejected! 

Of Mexico, he says: 
"Toltec Lodge in the city of Mexico, was lawfully constituted hy the 

Grand Lodge of Missouri; it surrendered its charter and applied to the Grand 
Dieta for another because it was ordered to do so. Anyone who recognizes 
the Grand Lodge of Missouri need have no fears in visiting its legitimate 
offspring. Neither does such visitation imply a recogni t ion at Mexican 
masonry, in the usual acceptation of the term. " ' 

We do not agree: if a regl;\ar lodge gives in its adhesion to a clande!;tine 
Grand Lodge, it becomes clandestine, and no regular mason can visit it. And 
certainly visiting such a lodge is a recognition of the Grand Body under which 
it holds, or is a grcss violation of masonic law and obligations. But we say 

this without prejudice to Toltec Lodge, as we are by no means saymg that 
the Grand J?ieta is not the r egular supreme masonic authority in Mexico. 
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To our mind his discussion of the use of the word" Order" comes to thiR : 
that because the word once had a more limited meaning, it is not proper to 
nse the word with the meaning which it now has. Usage makes laws in the 
meaning of words as well as in Masonry. 

Of the action of the Grand Lodge of Washington he says: 
" As the status of negro masonry was settled in the Grand Lodge of Min

nesota in 1877 by the decisive vote of three hundred and twenty-one to seven 
and is not likely to be brought up here again, it is not deemed necessary to 
thresh t.he lIIouldering straw anflW. Some of us were present and took part 
in th e one sided controversy. The younger members of the fraternity will 
find the proceedings of that year very interesting and profitable reading." 

* * * * * * * * * 
" It is known that their work is identical with ours in all essential particu

lars . 
.. There are th ings which a mason in good standing has no right to know. 

This isone of them. If the information was obtained by Bm. Upton through 
conference with his whilom clients. they certainly have a right to complain 
of an abuse of contidence." 

As usual, these Proceedings contain also the Proceedings of the Masonic 
Veterans' Association, with an excellent portrait of the President, Brother 

GEOnGE R. MI' TCALF. 
The addresses are all ot a high charactpr, and the historical ones are of 

great value. 
A paper was read which had been prepared by Bro. FnANCISCO DE P . HOD

RIGlJEZ, Secretary of the Cuban Veteran Associa tion, entitled" Cuban Masons 

and Cuban Veterans." This is of so much interest, especially at the present 
time, that~ we shall endeavor to find space for it, when we reach" Cuba" 
in our review. We wonder that it has not already been published in some 

masDnic perodical. 

MISSISSIPPI, 1899. 

The frontispiece is a portrait of the retiring Grand Master, J OHN M. 

STONE. 
He announces the death of Past Grand Master WILLlA,t G. PAXTON, 

who died on the twenty-seventh of October last. In him, the masonic Fra
ternity loses one of its ablest, hest, and most useful members. 

I-Ie says that the yellow fever epidemic practically paralyzed business for 
two months, but it was of a mild type, and except in one or two localities, 
the death rate was very small; and still, serious losses were entailed .upon the 
people, from which some will never recover. . But the hand of charity was 
open to them, and many poor people were provided for whO, ~ithout such 
aid, JUust have suffered. It involved an expenditure of Grand Lodge funds 

to the amount of $100. He lIad granted the usual number of dispensations, 
and dOes not seem to have been frightened by the bugbear which so many 
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have set up in relation to this necessary part of a Grand Master's business. 
He had laid several corner stones; among them tbree of public school build
ings in the City of Biloxi, a ll on the same day. These buildings were given 
to the city b,r. ~hree of its citizens, and the duty of layiug the corner stones 
must have been an exceedingly pleasant one for the Grand Master and his 
assistan ts. 

He announces that Peru had restored the Bible to the masonic altars and 
recommended the resumption of relations, which was voted by the Grand 
Lodge. 

In relation to the action of the Grand Longe of Washington, he says: 
" This recent attempted innovation was not the work of any Negro Grand 

or Snbonlinate Lodge, for they all seemed to be satisfied with their status; 
but it was the bold and shameless a~sumption of two individuals, acting 
alone for themselves, ann with no power on earth to commit or bind any
body but themselves. 

"The negro lodges of the world have sought no recognition from or affilia
tion with lodges composed of the white race. They want nothing to do 
with them, and they will have nothing to do with them, not even ~o much 
as to admit a white mason, as a visitor, into their lodges. 

"No Negro Grand Lodge has asked recognition of the Washington Grand 
Lodge for itself or any of its subordinates. They have been doing their 
work amoug their own people in their own way, asking no favors of the 
Grand Lodge of Washington or th at of any othp,r state or country, and a ll 
was moving smoothly along until these two designing incendiaries cast their 
inflammatory brands among the ignorant and timid members of the Grand 
Lodge of Washington." 

We are not quite sure that our M. W. Brother is correct. It has been 
alleged that the two men were not the moving cause, but they were movee! 
in the action, which they took, by others. 

He expressed grave doubts as to whether, within any reasonable time, the 
Masonic Home can be made a success, and he says: 

"Let us look this matter squarely in the face and meet the issue bravely, 
and if we see that we can establish and maintain the Home, let us continue 
the work, with renewed energy and confidence. But if, on the other hand, 
it shall appear that we have undertaken that which we can never perform, 
let us like men and masons, make the confession, and appropriate the funds 
to such other charitable purposes as the wisdom of the Grand Lodge may 
determine. " 

We very greatly regret to read the following: 

"I cannot close this address without referring to our dearly beloved 
brother, Past Grand Master Savery, whose absence from the Grand Lodge 
must be a source of profound regret to every member who has so often seen 
his familiar face among us, and heard his voice for so many years in the 
counsels of this Grand Body. His failing health has for several years given 
ns great concern, but for the first time in many years he is now unable to 
be wit.h us. I have often asked myself the question, since hearing that. he 
could not be with us, 'How are we to have a Grand Lodge without Bro. 
Savery?' Masoury has never had a more devoted advocate than Past 
Grand Master Savery. Your Grand Master has never had a more unselfish, 
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faithful and self-sacrificing friend. I devoutly pray that he may be re
stored to health and be with us yet for many years to come." 

We had not heard of the illness of Bro. SAVERY until we commenced our 
review of these Proceedings, which are just received. We trust that he has 
improved in health, and that our brethren of that jurisdiction will have for 
many years, the benefit of his able and unselfish labors. 

The committee to which the Washington matter was referred, made a 
very able report and submitted several preambles reciting what had been 
done, and the effect of this action of that Grand Lodge, and recommending 
the adoption of resolutions as follows: and they were unanimousl.v adopted: 

"Resolved, That this Grand Lodge, deeply regretting the necessity and ex
pediency of such action, will hereafter hold '110 masnnic intercourse with the 
Grand Lodge heretofore existing a.~ a lawful Grand Lodge in the State of 
Washington, or with any lodge or Illason of its obedience, and prohibits any 
masonic intercourse by any lodge or mason of this jurisdiction with any 
lodge "xisting in or mason hailing from the Stale of Washington. 

"Resolvedjurther, That the commission of Hight Worshipful Bro. Benj. L. 
Sharpstille, as the Grand Representative of this Grand Lodge to the Grand 
Lodge of Washington, 1:Je and the same is hereby recalle>d anrl vacated. 

"Resolvedjurther, That this Grand Lodge regards the State of Washington 
as vacant masonic territory, and would look favorably upon the establish
ment of lodges in said state by any Grand Lodge choosing to exercise juris
diction .over it." 

We hope that there will never be any occasion for action under the last 
resolution, although, of course, if the Grand Lorlge of Washington persists in 
the course it has taken, that must be the ultimate result. But we are hoping 
that when the Grand Lodge thinks, it will remove all cause for complaint. 
We were about to say that when that Grand Lodge" takes the sober, second 
thought," it will so act; but we are satisfied that the Grand Lodge of Wash
ington, as a Grand LorIge, did not take thejirst thought in relatIOn to this 
matter.* 

Grand Secretary POWER submitted his thirtieth annual report; and he 
truly calls it "both a great and exalted privilege"; but an honor and privi
lege, that he had worthily won . During that time seventy-ijve Past Grand 
Officers have died, and moreover, at the end of thirty years, the net losses in 
membership had been nearly 2,800. The largest membership was in 1873, 
11,71)4; the smallest was in 1887,7,253; the present membership is 8,748. 
He estimates there are in the jurisdiction 4,000 unaffiliated masons. There 
had been in the past year a net gain of 99, and a careful examination of the 

t< NOTE. Since this was put in type we are informed by teJegraph that ther ~rand Lodge of 
Washington has rescinded its former action by a unanimous vote. The craft will be devoutly 

thankful for the removal of thi s cause of dissension, and will appreciate the courage and devo
tion to Masonry, of their Washington brethren, who, finding th,at they had made a mistake, 

admitted their error and promptly corrected it. 
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statistics which he gives, warrants the statement that the craft is in a condi
tion in which a gradual, solid increase may be expected in the coming years. 

He credits Memphis and St. Louis with about $3,000 received by him as 

Treasurer of tlul Boward Association, besides liberal contributions in the 

way of supplies from Chicago, and he says: 

"In this connection permit me to say that ~he Howard Association and 
other reli!:'f organizations regret the necessity in these emergencies, of call
ing on tlle general public for help. Especially is this undesirable and d is
tasteful when the people of other states have to be invited to assist. But when 
most of our substantial citizens flee from towns, IUfected or so threaten ed, 
ann quarantine regulations bottle up those who remain, something has to be 
done by somebody to provide for the sick ann destitute. Mississippi is 
amply able to take care of herself at all times; and her people, I believe, are 
willing that all needed legislation shall be enacted to meet the demands of 
these visitations as they occur. There is one section of the Board of Health 
law that should be repealed-the one authorizing the State Board of Health, 
on approval of the Governor, to apply to to the general government for help. 
If the law creating the State Board of health, and the appropriations 
made thereunder, make no provisions for the destitute sick, and those who 
may be cordoned so as to prevent the sprean of infection, then they should " 
be amended so as to create a special contingent fund for the sick ann desti
tute who cannot be otherwise provided for. Appeals to the outside world 
should cease; but until other means of relieving distress are provided, those 
of -us who consider ourselves immune, and remain through epidemics,. will 
continue to do the very best we can with the conditions that may confront 
us. When the Illinois Central plac!:'d a special train at the service of the 
Jackson Howard Association, for the relief of the much afflicted town of 
Harriston, Bishop Galloway and your Grand Secretary did not think that 

, we were compromising our dignity or self lespect by taking to that stricken 
community snpplies and money received from Memphis, St. Louis and 
Chicago. On the contrary, we esteemed it a high privilege to be thus the 
almoners of the generous sympathy of those cities. 

"I dare venture these suggestions to so' representative a body of citizens 
as compose this Grand Lodge-men of broad views and large sympathies, 
who will approve any measures that will enable our state and health author
ities to amply provide for all emergencies. 

"And in this connection, permit me further to suggest that while it llIay, 
or may not be true, that 'corporations have no souls,' my experience is 
tha.t so far as the ra ilroads passing through Mississippi are concerned, they 
never fail to respond promptly and generously to all demands for public Ol~ 
personal relief. I have made many requisitio,ns on them during epidem ics; 
and other occaRions, and they have always been honored. For instance : 1\ 
few years since, when I had 2,000 pounds of iron cots shipped from St. 
Louis to the Asylum at. Natchez, and failed to get the transportation de
partment of the Illinois Central to deviate from their liberal rul e of half-rate 
for charitable shipments, the big-hearted general passenger agent of that 
corporation gave his personal check as a Christmas present, for the other 
half, and the forty cots were thus delivered free at Natchez. He charged 
me not to mention him in connection WIth dIe transaction, and hence his 
name is withheld, but many of you will find it on your trausportation certifi
cates. " 

If epidemics must come, they certainly have one good result, as the con

tributions, to which Bro. POWER refers, amply show. 

The Committee on Masonic Home had conferred with other Orders, but 
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nothing had been done, although the matter seems to have been favorably 

considered, and it looks as if the movement is premature. 

The Committee on State of the Order had sent letters to the various lodges 

with questions to be answered, and the result seemed to be that .the con

dition of the lodges had not deteriorated during the year, and that generally 

the duties of Masonry had been well performed by the craft. 

A pleasant epesode was the conferring of the first and second degrees on 

the youngest son of the Grand Secretary by Vicksburg Lodge, aft,er the Grand 

Lodge had called off. 
The Committee on Law and Jurisprudence submitted a long and able 

report. We cannot go through it and note the points of interest a.~ it would 

lake to much of our space, but we desire to give for the benefit of some of 

the brethren, who have written upon the subject, what the committee say in 

relalion to the presence of the charter: 

" Although the charter is not in itself the authority of a lodge to congre
gate and work, being but paper evidence of the action of the Grand Lodge, 
it has been thought prudent to require its presence at every assembly of the 
lodge, with the possible exception of funeral and other occasions when the 
lodge is in public. 'A lodge is a sufficient number of Masons, duly assem
bled, with the Holy Bible, Square and Compass, and their Charter or War
rant empowering them to work. ' Text Book, page 20. In its absence the 
lodge cannot be opened, and, of course, there could be no election hehl. But 
we do not mean to give countenance to the practice, in some lodges, of the 
Master taking the charter from the lodge room. If the lodge is a. fit a nd 
safe place, the charter should be kept there, and, if it had been in the in
stance under consideration, there would have been no fa ilure to hold the 
election, for, in the absence of the Master, the ranking ''Varden present 
could have opened the Ipdge and it could have proceeded with its labors." 

The committee passed upon' thc question whether, when a Warden elect is 

gUilty of unmasonic CC)llduct between the time of the elec tion and the time 

of the installation, he can be installed. The chairman answers the question 

as follows, amI his answer was adopted by the Grand Lodge: 

"No ; it is t'le duty of the Installing Otlicer to refuse to proceed with the 
in~tallation of an elected officer against whom charges are brought or urged, 
and he is requirerl to ask publicly, in the case of the Master, whether there 
are any such objertions. (See Installation Ritual.) The officers of a lodge 
mllst ' not only be pure, but, like Cresar's wife, above suspicion.' The In
stallation Officer represents the Gnmd Master, anrl may rlo what he would 
do under such circllmstancps. So well settled is this rule that it has not 
hitherto been called in question by this Grand Lodge. The matter should 
be imlllediately investigated and a report submitted to the Grand Master, 
who will give sllch rlirections as th" necessity of the case may require," 

It will be seen that this decision is in accordance with the, jiecisions in 
Maine. 

The usual " In Memoriam" services were omitted on account of the absence 

of the chairman of the committee, but it was ordered that each member of 

the Grand Lodge, who should feel inclined to do so, should send in to the 
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Grand Secretary for publication, such tribute to the memory of past Grand 
Master PAXTON, as he should desire. The result was some splendid eulogies 

Our copy of these Proceedings is mispaged in one form, and we have come 

very near "g~tting things mixed." 

The following amended by-law in relation to non-affiliates was adopted: 
" Any non-affiliated mason who shall neglect or refuse to annually con

tribute, to the funds of the lodge under whose jurisdiction he resides, an 
amount equal to the ordinary lodge dues, shall not. be entitled to, or per
mitted to receive, the rights, benefits and privileges of any lodge; that is to 
say: 

"The right to visit and associate with the members of any lodge, 
" The right tu ask and demand relief and pecuniary aid from any lodge, 

or its funds, for himself or his family~ 
"The right to move or join in masonic processions; 
" The right to masonic burial. 
"Provided, That any mason unable, in the judgment of the lodge, under 

whose jurisdiction he resides, to contribute to its funds, shall be released 
from doing so; and, while lodges are st.rictly enjoined to exact payment from 
all, whether members or resident non-affiliate~ , whose circutD~tances do 
not excuse them from this duty, they are to remember that, 'if thy brother 
be waxen poor and fallen into decay with thee, then thou shalt relieve him, 
though he be a stram er and transient person, that he may live with thee.' 
Provided, al,~o, That whenever a mason shall dimit from his lodge for the 
purpose of changing his me"mbership to another lodge, or to enable him to 
join in a petition for the formation of a new lodge, he shall be regarded as 
in good standing and entitled to all the rights, privileges and benefits of 
Masonry for the period of twelve months from the day upon whicli such 
dimit shall be granted." 

The committee say that their law has been criticised rather severely, but 
we do not see any objection to this by·"law. We do not see bnt that it states 
the law in accordance with the principles of Freemasonry. The by-laws 
which have been criticised, are those which undertake to interfere with the 
dnties of individual masons to each other. In relation to the this the com
mittee well say: 

"In conclusion, one word ought to be said regarding our relations as 
masons, towards these men . It is undoubtedly true that' once a mason always 
a mason' is an inflexible law. We cannot in certain contingencies stop to 
inquire whether a man is worthy or not; a response must be given to the 
cry of distress whether it comes from the good or the bad. Having placed 
it In the power of all who kneel at our altars to set in motion the means of 
demanding certain relief at our hands, we do not mean to repudiate this 
claim upon us, but there is no necessity for enlarging it. " 

We would like to copy the full remarks of the committee in relation tv 
this subject but have not space for them. We will only say that the com
IlJittee hold that the large majority of non-affiliates have become such be
cause they were really not fit material for masons, and after a short time 
they lose their interest, and having done that, they may as well be out as 
in, and perhaps a little better be out than in, because if they are in, they 
are a perpetual drawback. There is much truth in this. The only thing 



C orrespo1tdence-Miss£ss£pp£. 421 

that we have ever seen reason to complain of, is that care enough has I,Ot 
been taken to distinguish the cases in which the parties are really unable to 
pay their dues from those who are able, and do not choose to. • We think 
the percentage of this clas,s is much larger then is generally supposed. 

The Report on Correspondence (pp 96) was presented as heretofore, by 
Bro. ANDREW H. BARKEr.y. It is briefer than usual, and is largly devoted 
to a mention of the more salient matters in the Proceedings. 

His experience in relation to granting dispensations to confer degrees out 
of time has been the reverse of ours. 

He says: 
•. We have had a little experience in this matter of grar.ting dispensations 

to COil fer degrees out of time, and we have carefully observed the case of 
many who were hunied through regardless of time, and so far as our knowl
edge extends, the good of Masonry has not been advanced by the example 
of those who received the degrees under such circumstances, nor have those 
who were so madc had their knowledge of the great principles of Free
masonry been increased by the plan adopted in bringing them to light. The 
old paths are best, and we could wish that the power to grant such dispen. 
sations had never been thought of in connection with the powers and rights 
of the Grand Master." 

The last sentellce is a little unfortunate, for in this section of the country, 
in former times and down to within our own recollection, lodges could con
fer degrees as they pleased and when they pleased, and the restriction is a 
matter of comparatively recent legislation. His position is just as certainly 
erroneOllS as it is certain that one man can, and will, learn in a day more 
than another man will learn in the three months, but his rule makes it that 
no man can learn the work in a shorter time than the Constitution requires, 
and every man will learn it within that time. And we repeat that our 'ob
servation of this matter for now nearly fifty years, abundantly satisfies us 
that the maso ns made under dispenRation come fully up to the average of 
those who wait the full time. 

In his review of Maine, he says that we seem to have got into the fog in 
relation to their Grand Secretary's salary. Well, no matter, provided the 
salary gets into Bro. POWER'S pocket, as it ought to. 

In his review of South Carolina, he speaks very strongly against the 
making of masons at sight by the Grand Master; saying that the Grand 
Master" turned him loose on the common, knowing nothing of Masonry." 
We think that this conclusion is quite a hasty one, for we have reason to 
believe that the brother thus made Vias thoroughly instructed. It makes 
little difference practically, whether the candidate learns Masonry before he 
receives the subsequent degrees or afterwards; in fact, the emphasis, which 
is now placed upon previo!ls instructions, gives candidates the impression 
that they have learned all there is to learn, about the previous degrees, 
whereas, of course, they have only just begun, 
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We believe that if this brother so made should visit Mississippi he would 

be founrl to be exceedingly well posted, and we doubt very gravely whether 

our brethren in that state would undertake to refuse to recognize him as 

not being lawfully made. 
Upon these .... \,;,0 points we do not agree with 0111' beloved and highly 

respected brother, but in almost all other points in his review we are agreed. 
Vve note that in Virginia subordinate lodges may lay corner stones, and 

that principally on that account the Grand Master declined to call out the 

Grand Lodge to lay the corner stone of a church, saying that a church is not 

a builLling of such public character as to justify th~ performance of the cere

mony by the Grand Lodge. This action of the Grand Master grew out of 

the p~culiar law of that jurisdiction which allows lodges to lay corner stones 

-a law that exists in no other, so far as we know; for in all other jurisdic

tions corner stones can be laid only by the Grand Lodge, either by the 

Grand Master himself, or by his Deputy, and under such law we can well 

see that while our Virginia brethren have the highest regard for the sanctity 

of the church , they are so numerous that the lay ing of the corner stone 

may well be done by the lodge of the vicinity withont calling upon the Grand 

Lodge to do it. 

In his conclusion , he says: 
"And here we close our work at the moment of time that the old year is 

swallowed up in the 'sepulchre of the centuries. ' We have entered the 
treasure-house of knowledge, which other minds have filled, and through 
its open doors drawn therefrom that which, in our humble judgment, would 
lead to the strengthening of the craft in the great principles of Freemasonry. 
If to any apprec iable extent we have succeeded in this effort we shall count 
ourselves most happy, as we lay before them this tribute of brotherly re
gard and friendship. '1'0 the craft at large we say, May peace and pros
perity attend your every step through life. To the Guild: May you abound 
unto a ll fulness, and your last days be your best." 

All of his co-laborers will most heartily reciprocate his wish, for while he 

has the courage of his convict ions, and speaks plainly, his manner is always 

so courteous and kind that everyone respects and loves him. 

MISSOURI, 1898. 

The frontispiece is a portrait of tlte ret.iring Grand Master, FLA VIUS J. 
Tn;AIW. 

Grand Master TYGARD delivered an exceedingly succinct and brief ad

dress, considering the very large number of matters upon wh ich he had 

acted. 
His first official act was to Iledicate the chapel at the Masonic Home. 

This building was erected by the ladies of the Order of the Eastern Star. 

The Grand Lodge tendered a vote of thanks to them for their generosity 

and interest in the Masonic Home. 
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Seven State Lodges of Instruction were held during the year, at all of 
which, save one, the Grand Master was present, and he believes that excellent 
results had followed each meeting. 

One curious case had come before him. The Grand Lodge had, the pre
vious session, upon the report of a committee, arrested the charter of the 
lodge and ordered the Grand Master to take it up, and that was done. 
Thereupon the Master of the lodge wrote and inquired why it had been 
done; and upon being furnished with a copy of the Proceedings of the 
Grand Lodge, he replied that the committee was entirely mistaken, and 
upon investigation, the Grand Master found not only that the lodge was not 
guilty of the charges alleged; but deserved commendation for its zeal in 
complying with the lodge. After conferring with many brethren as to the 
course to be taken to remedy the injustice done, he determined to return 
the charter and other effects, to be retained until the meeting of the Grand 
J,odge, and did so, and left it to the Grand Lodge for such action as it 
might deem proper. 

He had been obliged to snspend two Masters frorn office for intoxication. 
In one of the cases, the. committee reported the charges to be sustained, and 
the offender was expelled. We do not know as the committee intended it, 
but the tone of the report seems to imply that only in a case of great aggra
vation would such course be deemed proper. At any rate, after setting out 
a gross case, the committee add other facts as a reason for the expulsion. 
rrobably they dirl not mean this, but the report conveys that impression to 
us. 

At the close of the preceding session, eighteen lodges had either failed to 
pay dues or· make returns. But through the efforts of the Grand Secretary 
and himself, all but one haq fowarded returns and paid dues, so that but 
one charter was arrested. He bad made quite a number of decisions, and 
in two or three cases he had ordered new trials by lodges on account of de
fects in their proceedings. Most of his decisions depended upon local law; 
to some of the others we may refer later. 

He made a brief but earnest appeal in behalf of the Masonic Home. 
He bad appointed fifty-five District Deputy Grand Masters, to all of 

whom he says he is under great obligation for valuable assistance rendered, 
and he believes that they should be expected to attend the Grand Lodge 
and should be allowed mileage and per aiem. We believe that his conclu
sion is justified fully by our experience in M aiue. 

The Home committee reported that the Home was in good condition and 
will compare favorably with any institution o! the kind in the country. Of 
course, additional facilities were needed, but on the whole the call for ex
penditure of money was not large. 

The Grand Secretary's report gives very many of the details which are 
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embodied in the addresses of some Grand Masters. The point of most in
terest in it, is an item in relation to unpaid dues of lodges. The reports from 
the lodges show that this amount is over $40,000 in this State. The Grand 
Secretary well s~ys that such a large indebtedness must be a source of em
barrassment to" many of the lodges. 

The Grand Lodge endorsed the action of the Grand Master in returning 
the charter of which we have spoken and , . cancelled" the action of the 
Grand Lodge of the year before. 

The Grand Lecturer reports that the large majority of the District Lec
turers have become thoroughly proficient in the work and have been active 
in disseminating it. We still think that the offices of -District Lecturer and 
District Deputy Grand Master may well bp, and really ought to be, united 
in one. 

The following amendment to the by-laws was adopted after discussion: 
"SEC. 164. Objection to Advancement.-~o candidate shall be passed or 

raised in any lodge within the time hereinafter stated, when any member 
thereof shall object. Snch objection shall stand as a bar against the candi
date for sixty days, unless sooner withrlrawn by the ohjector, or unlf\ss he 
shall previously cease to be a member in goorl standing of said lodge." 

Of course, this precludes a secret objection, and we do not see · how the 
provision can be enforced nnless the objection and the name of the member 
making it are entered upon the record. 

The evenings of the first two days were devoted to the exemplification of 
the work. 

The Grand Lodge adopted a by· law providing for the payment for mileage 
and per diem to District Deputy Grand Masters and District Lecturers. 
This gives a pecuniary argument in favor of the union of the two offices. 

A very curious case came before the Committee on Appeals. A man was 
charged with being a habitual druukard and other offences, and a trial was 
had; and while a majority voted for conviction on two of the charges, he 
was acquitted because they were not sustained by a two-thirds vote. At the 
next meeting of the lodge, the accused filed a petition or motion, that the 
verdict of "not ~uilty" be set aside and he be allowed to withdraw his 
forme r plea and plead guilty to two of the charges. This was done, and 
upon taking the vote for pl1l1ishment, it finally resulted ill suspension for one 
year. 

A member of the lodge took an appeal, and the Grand Lodge decided that 
the action of the lodge in re-considering and re-opening the case was illegal, 
and the correct doctrine is stated, viz: "the action of the lodge in such case 
goes into effect as soon as the verdict is announced by the Master, and the 
only remedy then, is by appeal." 

While this is "correct doctrine," of course it applies only when 
there is no positive reglliation by the Grand Lodge. The testimony was of 
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such a character, however, that the accused was expelled by the Grand 
Lodge. 

We are delighted to read the following in the report of the committee in 
another case: 

" Before reviewing the testimony in this case, we desire to say that your 
committee is not inclined to lay much stress on technical objections. ' It 
is the duty of the judge,' says Cicero, 'in every canse to seek for truth.' 
This is the great, the only object of a masonic trial, and hence, in such a 
trial, no advantage should be permitted to be taken of those legal a nd verbal 
technicalities, the use of which in profane courts so often enables the guilty 
to escape. This great principle of masonic law must never be forgotten in 
t,he management of a trial. Every part of the investigation is to be directed 
with a single view to the ascertainment of truth. Masonic trials should, 
therefore, be conducted in the simplest and least tecbnical method that will 
preserve at once the rights of the Order, and of the accused, and enable 
the lodge to obtain a thorough knowledge of all the facts in the case. Pun
ish ment, in Masonry, is inflicted that the character of the institution may 
remain unsullied, and that the unpunished crimes of its members may not 
injuriollsly reflect upon the reputation of the whole society." 

In another case, a decision was made in relation to the question which we 
have frequently expected would arise in trials in this state, aud that is, 
whether any members of the lodge who had not heard the whole evidence, 
save the minutes taken by the Secretary, should be allowed to vote? The 
let ter of our laws requires every member present at the tim!) when the ques
tion is taken, to vote upon the question of guilt. But it assumes that those 
present have heard all of the evidence. 

In this Missouri case, the Grand Lodge sustained the report of the com
mittee in affirming the decision, that those present on the second evening 
of the trial , and not present on the first, although the Secretary read the 
minutes of the evirlence taken the first evening, should not be entitled to 
vote. In another case, the same question was raised, and it was decided 
that allowing members to vote, who did not hear all the testimony when 
given by the witnesses, is sufficient ground for setting aside the proceedings 
of the lodge. 

Several c\lses were before the committee growing out of the ballot. In 
one case, a mason was suspended for three years for offering to flay money 
to a member of the lodge to blackball a candidate. The comm'ittee well say 
that the accused should consider himself fortunate to get off with so slight a 
punishment for so heinous an offence. In another case, a member of a 
lodge who had been a devoted mason but who was of rather a qu ick temper, 
was let off with a reprimaud for allowing his feelings to get the better 
of him and to lead him to say unmasonic things in consequence of a rejec
tion. It seems that in his lodge every applicant ha-d been rejected by a 
single ballot, and when a friend of his was rejected in the same way, he 
gave vent to his indignation. The Grand Lodge sustained the action of the 

App. 28 G. L. 
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lodge under the circumstances, though on one account we deelll it ,t stretch 
of lenity to the utmost extent, for ·some of the talk wa~ Jllad.e in the pres
ence of profanes. 

We are glad to note that this Grand Lodge looks into the meri ts of cases, 
and disregarding technicalities, makes such disposition of cases as to it seems 
wise. In several instances it decided a case llnally, and prescribed the PUll
ishment. 

The Grand LodgE> decided, contrary to the decision of the Grand Master, 
that all agreements between lodges as to jurisdictional lines llOt in accord
ance with the law of the Grand Lodge, are absolutely void. The Grand 
Lodge reversed a decisIOn of the Grand Master that lodges, in approving 
the petition for a new lodge, are bonnd to know th at all tile petitioners are 
masons in good standing. We thiuk the Grand Lodge was right, for the 
action of the lodgt'. relates to the desirability of forming a new lodge, aut! 
does not cover the character and standing of the petitioners; but that is left 
for the Grand Master to determine. The Grand Lodge reversed a decision 
previously made, that a Master Mason not qualified to sit in the lodge can
not be present at his trial. W'e wonder that the contrary decision was ever 
made. 

The Historical Committee rcported that it would be impracticable to pro
vide for publishing portraits and biographical sketches of all the Past Grand 
Officers in the Proceedings, and that if it was doi1e at all, it should be done 
in a separate volnme. 

The report was accepted and no furth er action taken. 
On account of the absence of the chairman of the com nlittee to which 

the subject of Masonry in Mexico was referred, leave was given to the com
mittee to report at the next meeting of the Grand Lodge. 

The Report on Correspondence (pp. 180) was submitted , as usual, by Bro. 
JOHN D. VINC IL. As usual, he gives a very careful abstract of the Pro
ceedings of other Grand Lodges, with occasional brief comments. 

He objects to the action of the Grand Lodge of California in allow illg a 
lodge to decorate its altar with the American flag; and· he well says: 

"I yield to no man living in my devotioll to the flag of my country, but 
would enter my solemn protest against taking it out of its legitimate place 
as an emblem of American liberty , and plac ing it Oil the altar of the church 
or of the lodge. I have no obj ection, but rather fav or the presence of the 
banner of the free to be displayed on proper occasions by lVlasolJic Bodies. 
I have even welcomed its presence within the tiled precinct.s of Masollic 
Lodges, baving its place, not as a part of the paraphernalia of the Body, 
but as an ensign that we masons are true to God, to Freemasonry, and to 
our country." 

In bis review of Manitoba he seems to reverse the actual history of what 
he calls the prerogatives of Grand Masters. We think if he will exam ine 
the early history of the organization, be will lind that Grand Masters always 



C orreSp01tdence-Montana. 

exercisE:d the prerogatives of which he speaks. In early times there was 
only one lillJit to them, and that is, that a Graud Master could not force a 

member upon a lodge without its unanimous consent, anel all constitutional 
provisions in relation to this matter are of a comparatively recent date. 

In his review of Illinois, he said: 

,. One of our Grand Masters, some years since, decided that a non-affili
ate could not join in a petition for dispensation to form a new lodge. He 
then ruled that, in order to become a petitioner for such dispensation, he 
must first affiliate with an existing lodge, becoming a member thereof, be
fore he could be an eligible petitioner for dispensation to create a new 
lodge. The idea was presente.\ by Brother Robbins, and its force cannot 
be denied, that if a mason can petition for membership in an existing lodge, 
he is surely eligible as a petitioner to form a new lodge. To this view I give 
Illy approval, and thereby put upon record the fact of my conversion to a 
more liberal interpretation of the subject, being convinced of the right in
volved and the jnstice recognized. 

He received the Proceedings of our Grand Lodge at 'so late a date as to 
be obliged to give them a very hasty review, and we are placed in the same cate

gory in- regard to his report, on account of a month's unexpected absence, 

just as we had reached Missouri in the prepnation of our report, and the 
printer is hurrying us for" copy." 

MONTANA, 1898. 

The frontispiece is a portrait of the retiring Grand Master, EDWARD C. 
DAY. 

The Grand Lodge held several special communications: one to attend the 

funeral of P. G. Master JAMES R. BOYCE, who was Grand Master in 1872, 

and had ueen a member of the Grand Lodge from its organization; in fact 

he installed the first elected Grand Officers of the Grand Lodge. 

A t the annual communicat.ion the Grand Secretary reported that all the 

lodges had made returns, and all but one had paid dnes. He advised the 

passing of a resolution congratulating our brethren of the Grand Lodge of 

Peru upon their recont action, and sympathizing with them in the warfare 

they are compelled to wage against fanaticism on the one side, and atheism 

on the other side; and the Grand Lodge did so. 
lie called tbe attention of the craft to the alarming increase in the dispo

s ition to discuss masonic matters in public, and the Grand Lodge endorsed 

his position very strongly, and recommended that Masters of lodges should 

order an investigation in every case which should come to their knowledge 

in which the law had been violated. 

We have thonght that the efforts of newspaper men to get" all the news" 

has led brethren in many instances to go beyond the law of propriety in 
this respect; ill fact, we have seen articles published in Ro-called masonic 
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papers, that ought to have been noticed by the Grand Lodge of i he juris
diction and the guilty parties punished. There has been so much repre
hension of this of late, that we think something of a reaction has set in, and 
that our brethren.,a.re becoming more careful in this respect. 

The Grand Mastel' granted dispensations for five new lodges, the largest 
number in any year since the organization of the Grand Lodge; among the 
petitioners were thirty masons who had not been affiliated in that jurisdiction. 
He decided that brethren moving into the state may affiliate with any lodge 
they please, adding (what in some jurisdictions is denied), "the fact of resi
dence has nothing to do with qualifications for affiliation." 

He also decided that-
,. The extent of masonic relief is not a matter of right, and the amount to 

be given must be to some extent in the discretion of the suhordinate lodge. 
Where there has been no abuse of that discretion on the part of a subor
dinate lodge, neither the Grand Lodge nor the Grand Master has any right 
to interfere. " 

He decided that the exhibition of the charter in response to the demand 
of the visitor is a matter of courtesy and not a right, but the Grand Lodge 
reversed the decision and declared it to be a matter of right. In many juris
dictions it is held that visitation is a matter of courtesy and not of right, and 
therefore, that the exhibition of the charter is a matter of courtesy. But we 
think that the truth really is, that if a request to be exam ined in order to 
visit a lodge is granted, the visitor then has the right to see the charter; 
and furthermore, in several jurisdictions, as a matter of proper precaution, 
ought to see it as a preliminary step to being examined. 

During the year the. twenty-fifth anniversary of the services of Bro. COR

NELIUS HEDGES, as Grand Secretary, occurred; and the Grand Master visited 
his lodge and presented him with an ink stand and silver tray in behalf of 
the Grand Lodge. The Grand Master accompanied it by a very fitting ad
dress, to which, at the time, Bro. HEDGES made no reply, but in a letter to 
the Grand Lodge, made a suitable acknowledgment. 

In his address, the Grand Master said, and the truth of his statement will 
be recognized by us all: 

"These talents he has poured out in unstinted measure at its bidding. 
During this period and for a few years longer he also served as its Com
mittee on Fraternal Correspondence, and in that capacity has produced that 
remarkable series of masonic essays, of which one of his distinguished co
laborers bas said, 'that everywhere fratern al feeling takes on a warmer, 
tenderer glow when the name of his jnrisd iction is mentioned.' Such hal> 
been bis contribntion to masonic philosopby and jurisprudence that he is 
recognized as being among tbe leading masonic writers of the English speak
ing people. Glancing through his work recently to familiarize myself with 
it, I was astol!ished at the variety of themes with which he has dealt, alld 
the luminosity of his treatment of them. And through it alll'Uns as a clear, 
limpid stream that grand charactoristic uf his life-Brotherly Love-that love 
which is broad enough and wide enough to embrace suiIering humanity 
everywhere and to seek for its amelioration." 
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The Grand Master had not been able to make as many visitations as he 
desired and expected, but he is able to report that the craft are really in a 
prosperous con(lition. 

From the report of the Grand Secretary, we find that quite an addition 

has been made to the Grand Lodge Library. Among other things, the Pro
ceedings of the Lodge Qnatuor Coronati had been added. 

A committee was appointed to revise and compile the laws of the Grand 
Lodge, and submit a report at the next session. 

The Grand Orient of Belgium and the Grand Lodge of Egypt were both 
recognized. 

Charters were granted to four of the lodges u. D. , and the other dispensa
tion was continued. 

The Signet Ring was presented to the incoming Grand Master at the con
clusion of the installation, with some very appropriate remarks by M. ·W. 
Bro. DAY. 

The Report on Correspondence (156 pp.) was again presented by Bro. 
CORNEI.JUS HEDGES. We think there is not a single extract in it, but is 
all written in full by him. We need not s'ay that it is an exceedingly able 

report, written in our brother's courteous style. IV-e have sometimes won
dered whether anything could happen that would stir his indignation suffi
ciently to show the effect of it in his report. We somewhat doubt it, for 
we believe that during the many years in which he has prepared these re
ports, he has given no proof of it. 

He commenced writing his report before the Cuban 'Val' commenced, and 
he refers to Cuba, to the Armenians and to Russia, and thereupon he adds: 

"The opening year is big with possibilities of war among the great pow
ers, and war, with its modern enginery has become terribly destructive of 
life and property. Fortunately for us, the seat of inflammation seems to be 
in the far East, leaving us free-handed to settle the little affairs of Cuba 
and the Hawaiian Islands. While all the world at the Christmas-tide is 
chanting' Peace Oll Earth and Good-will Among Men," all the great nations 
seem to be vieing with each other in forging deadlier implements of war, 
and our country, with the protectorate of a continent on its hands, even in 
the interests of peace, is bonnd to be prepared for war. 

" In all its widening and deepening influences Masonry makes for peace 
and good will among all races, countries and peoples, and its especial cohes
ive influence among all English-speaking peoples assures ns that if ei ther 
England or the United States were in peril, the other would not stand an 
idle witness of its destruction. 

"Masonry builds up; war tears down. Masonry builds asy lums, and war 
fills them. Charity, so beautifully described by St. P~q.l in Corinthians 
1-13, is the essence of Masonry, its greatest landmark. Let us see what 
Masonry is doing to fulfill its true mission." 

We have gone through this report and marked a good many things for 
notice, but we know in advance that it will be impossible for us to give 
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space to all which we have marked, so we will begin and stop when our 
space is exhausted. 

In relation to Masonic Temples. he says: 
" It would be well for those with Temple buildings on the brain to imitate 

King Solomon, who accumulated the means to complete his work before 
commencing active operations. But it may be safely stated as one of the 
corollaries of much experience, that temple-building by Grand Lodges is of 
doubtful propriety under the best circumstances, and by the strongest Grand 
Bodies. The building of Masoni<l Homes has been much more successful 
and reflects greater credit upon the craft. " 

And yet, several Grand Lodges have crippled themselves in building 
Masonic Homes before there was really sufficient demand for them; and 
when we say" sutficient demand," we mean that as a business matter, the 
parties can be taken care of at better advantage in the Home than any 
where else. All will admit that it would be utter folly to build a Home for 
a dozen occupants, but the question where the line is to be drawn is an ex
ceedingly difficult one. T here have been instances in which, taking into 
account the cost of the Home, there has been paid for the support of desti
tute masons, more money per annum, than it would cost to maintain them 
at a first class hotel. We are not opposed to Homes. We think that when 
they are needed they are the grandest institutions in the world; but it is tl"lle, 
that it is extravagance to maintain th em when they are not needed ; and 
yet, there is a tendency to do that without stopping to inquire as to wheth er 
they are needed or not. 

Referring to a case in which the penalty imposed by the lodge was re
duced by the Grand Lodge, he says: 

"J"odges are not, as a general thing, apt to be too severe in their judg
ments. Does it not tend to relax discipline to have their judgments set 
aside or cut down without strong reasons? " 

That is true, but many cases have happened within OUf observation, when 
the lodge went to the opposite extreme, and strong rea.sons did exist for 
modifying the penalty. 

It is useless to disguise the fact that a lodge trial is not the most satis
factory method for arriving at the truth ; for while, theoretically, the mem o 
bel'S are supposed to be impartial, yet really, it frequently happens that the 
members will take sides in advance, and the question will not be determined 
by the evidence, as mueh as it is by the prejudices (If those who decide the 
case. ' This is one of the resons why we look favorably upon the system of 
commissioners of trials, such as , prevails in Massachusetts. 

He discusses the question whether it is necessary for a new member to 
sign the by-laws. There is no doubt at all that in the older lodges, in 
former times, the practice prevailed universally of requiring a ballot for 
membership as well as for initiation. Later, the initiate would be proposed 
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orally for membership, and elected and become a member upon signing the 

by-laws. Later still, it was provided that the initiate would become a mem

ber by signing the by-laws; but the law has now come to be quite general 

by actual legislation, that receiving the third degree in the lodge, makes the 

party a member of the lodge, and yet we believe that in a few jurisdictions 

the old practice prevails. 

Of the Vlork he well says: 

" We presume it true that the original work has been as faithfully pre
serv('d in California as in any jurisdiction that relies upon the mouth-to-ear 
mrelhod of propagation, ftnd we venture to say that if there were any way 
to compare the work as established in any jurisdiction in the country with 
that in use in the early part of the Eighteenth Century, it would be found 
so much swollen and altered as to be scarcely recognizable, though each 
generation would swear that it was transmitted as received." 

We think our brother, while generally right, is not ·in accord with the old 

lftw ftnd practice in a few matters, and one of them is in relation to masonic 
charity. He says: . 

"The dread expressed by some of being mistaken for a 'benefit society' 
would be ludicrous if it were not humiliating. Why! if Masonry were not 
the oldest and best benefit society in the world, it would never have sur
vived as it has, and its early commission to preserve the name and worship 
of tbe true God would have expired. The greatest Teacher who ever dwelt 
on earth taught that men should be judged by their works, as trees by their 
fruits. Trees that afford only grateful shade are not to be compared with 
those that bear llourishing fruits as well as give shelter and shade." 

Yes, and it has survived because it was not a "Benefit Society" and the 
lesson which the past teaches is, that we had better adhere to the old ways, 

and not branch off in to the new ways, as suggested by our good brother, 

allll some who think as he does. 

In his review of Illinois, in relfttion to another question in regftrd to 
which we are not in accord, he says: 

"On the modern historical basis of Ollr brother, certainly the lodge is 
older than Grand Lodgf1, and the Grand Lodge is older than Grand Masters. 
If the office of Grand Master is the creature of Grand Lodge, the question will 
naturally obtrude: Can the creature be greater than its creator? Whence 
came the prerogative powers of a Grand Master? On the historical basis 
prIvate and particular lodges created the Grand Lodge, and the latter created 
the office of Grand Master. The Grand Lodge couldn't give greater powers 
than it possessed. So, as we have always contended, if we cut loose from 
King Solom on we cut loose from a ll prerogfttive powers in the extreme sense 
of that term, prerogative, as ftll inherent, inalienable, irresponsible power, 
and we had better drop the claim. The powers that the Gntnd Master exer
cises are in no proper sense prerogfttive. All that he does in the intervals of 
sessions of Grand Lodge, he does it in its name, behalf, and subject to its 
approval. " .. . ' 

We uuderstand that most of the facts are precisely the opposite to the 

statements in this paragraph. It is true, that the lodge in one sense 
is older than Grand Lodge, and yet, the present lodge ie not older than 
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the Grand Lodge; nor does the Grand Lodge create the Grand Master. We 
underst.and the correct history to be that Grand Masters existed before 
either the present lodge or Grand Lodge system was invented, and he was 
what the name imports, Grand Master of the Graft; government by the 
people was theii" unknown and had been thought of only by a few, and the 
system of government was absolutely monarchical. It is true that the office 
did not descend in the family, and the Grand Mastel' was elected, but when 
elected, be had absolute powers. 

He was not elected by lodges or the representatives of lodges, but by the 
whole body of the craft meeting iu general assembly. This was found to 
be inconvenient and the Grand Lodge system was substituted for the Gen
eral Assembly, leaving the powers of the Grand Master precisely as they 
were. It was a change from the General Assembly of all the craft to tbe 
Representative Body so that tbe Grand Lodge, while becoming the sovereign 
power, did not take away from the Grand Master any of the prerogatives 
with which he had been formerly invested. 

Another part of the change was the creation f.or the first time, of perma
nent lodges, and they could be created only in one way, and that was by a 
warrant frum tbe Grand Lodge. Now, if our brother will reform his history, 
or show us wherein we are wrong, we think we can come to an accord in 
reference to this question. 

In his review of Maine, he says: 

"Grand Master Farnham presided during the session, completing the 
customary two terms of service, and was succeeded by the next in line, 
Bro. Joseph A. Locke, with whom we have had the pleasnre of an acqnaint
ance at his home and at Grand Encampment.. We congratulate the Maine 
craft on its choice, and anticipate for him a successful and we hope brilliant 
adm inistration . No jurisdiction in the country is better office red and ad
vised. There were no less than eleven Past Grand Masters in attendance 
to constitute tbe masonic Senate, and we think it a matter both of justice 
and good policy that the perquisites of Illileage and per diem were voted to 
them. The audress was of modest style and proportions, but of the best 
quality. The craft is reported enjoy ing peace and a fair degree of prosper
ity. Its more immed iate care is entrusted to twenty-foul' District Deputies, 
and the in struct ion of the cran is looked after by a very wide-awake lec· 
turer, whose name, to be Frank about it, is Sleeper. Past Grand Master 
I(ing has a regal oversight of the finances, and Bro. Berry is ripe to all bis 
offic ial duties. Itesolutions of sympathy were adopted for Bro. Arlington B. 
Marston, Past Senior Grand 'Varden, and for many years Grand RepJ'esent
ative from Montana, then very low, and since deceased. As we have oc
casion to join with our brothers in Maine in this common loss, so they have 
had occasion to unite with us in mourning the loss of Past Grand Mastel' 
John Stedman, who was a native of Maine." 

Yes, we do unite with Montana inmouJ'Jling the loss of Past Grand Master 
STEDMAN. Not wholly because be was a son of Maine, but for the good 
work that he has done for the craft. 

Referring to perpetual jurisdiction, while opposeu to it, he says: 
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"If all other jurisdictions will come together on a limitation of three 
years, we would advocate it for the sake of harmony and uniformity. Still 
we do not apprehend such dire consequences as Bro. Drummond pictures 
from a permanent disagreement. Our form of petition requires a candidate 
to state if he WaR ever rejecte(l, and if so, where, and it is made a subject 
of correspondence. If therefrom it appears that any good and continuing 
cause exists for the former rejection, it will bar his admission with us. It 
is not the case that we adhere to the principle of perpetual jurisdiction as 
between om own lodges, not at least in the sense in which it is understood 
among most jurisdictions. The lodge may allow a waiver of jurisdiction by 
a three-fourths' open vote, so that no sl ight personal objection can forever 
exclude one desirous of receiving the degrees. We practice perfect comity 
in the matter, for we never object to having the same rule applied to our
selves that we apply to other jurisdictions. And even should others apply 
to us a different rule, we shall not allow it to disturb our friendly relations. 
The right of objection by any member to a visiting brother is fully recog
nized. We might think it unfriendly and unreasonable, but we are not so 
conceited or narrow-minded as to insist that others should look upon all 
matters through our eyes, and so long as they treat us as they do others, 
we shall consider it no special grievance. But we have sa.id before all we 
care to say upon the subject. If we cannot agree upon some course accept
able to all, we will agree to disagree and still be good friends." 

We would ask the brother if the state of things existing even now between 
the jurisdictions of Indiana and Pennsylvani'l., are not" dire consequences"? 

He still insists upon the Wisconsin doctrine, that it is a duty of the lodge 
to relieve its own members, and if the lodge is unable to do it, it is the duty 
of the Grand I.odge. We have already discussed this question so fully that 
we need add nothing, save that the number who hold as our brother does is 
so very small, that we can say that substantially the consensus of masonic 
opinion is against his position. 

He agrecs with us that there is too much technicality in lodge trials, and 
substantial justice is too often sacrificed thereby. He believes, too, that 
non-payment of dnes is punished too severely. He objects very ~trenuously 

to giving the effect to a rejection which we have claimed it has. Bnt he 
really comes to the logical result, and that is that the requirement of a 
unanimous vote is wrong. He says, it is no landmark, and is not the usage 
in countries where Masonry is older than in many of our states. And yet, 
in the old regnlations published in 17~3, it is expressly statcd that" no man 

can be entered a brother in any particular lodge, or admitted to be a mem-' 
ber thereof, without the unanimous consent of all the members of that lodge 
then present, when the candidate is proposed and their consent is formally 
asked by the Master," and it is further stated, that this" inherent privilege " 

is not subject to dispensation. 

Thus it appears that when the permanent lodge system was adopted, the 
unanimous ballot wa.q held to be a right" inherent in the lodge," and not 
even subject to a dispensation by the Grand Master, the only exception, by 
the way, that is found in the old law. 
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In his closing, he says: 

" The appeal from Georgia for the relief of our brethren in Cuba caine 
after war was declared, when the case had gone to a higher tribunal for de
cision. In delivering Cuba forever from the crnel and bigoted rule of Spain, 
our country h:rs" wrought the effectual relief of our masonic brethren as 
well. Freemasonry could never ftoi .rish, hardly exist, under Spanish rule 
in Cuba. A brighter era is now open to permanent residents of this long 
and much persecuted iHland, and with it Masonry will revive and flourish. 
Light is breaking in many dark places, and the Sons of Light, the world 
over, have great cause to rejoice and take courage." 

NEBRASKA 1898. 

Returning from a somewhat protracted absence from town and taking up 

the work of completing our report, we are almost overwhelmed to learn for 

the first time, as we commence the work of the review of the Proceedings of 

this Grand Lodge, that during our absence notice was received of the sudden 

death of our most dearly beloved brother, WILLIAM R. BOWEN, Grand Sec

retary, on the sixth of May last. We have known him pretty intimately 

for a good many years, although we have met him personally but a few 

tim es. But our personal intercourse with him strengthened our previously 

conceived opinion as to his abil ity and his devotion to Masonry. His death 

is an immense loss to the craft in his own jurisdiction as well as to the craft 

universal. We have not time to pay the tribute to his memory that his 

high character an<1 his service for Masonry demand, and we can only note the 

fact of his de,tth with the assurance to our Nebraska brethren, that the 

craft in Maine l;tment his death as earnestly as if he hart been one of us. 

The issue of these proceedings was delayed by a fire which destroyed the 

whole edition just as it was ready for mailing, and the printers were obliged 
to reorganize by purchasing and arranging a new plant. 

We have the excellent steel plate portrait of M. W. JOHN B. DINS~roRfl , 

the retiring Grand Master. 

At the annual communication, two hundrcd and nineteen out of the two 

hUlldred twenty-nine charterc<1 lodges were represented. As provided by 

the laws of the Grand Lodge, a Master Mason's Lodge was opened; the roll 

was called, whereby it was acertained that a constitutional number of lodges 

was represented; whereupon the Grand Master declared the Grand Lodge 
opened. 

It is somp, satisfaction to note that the word " quorum" is not used. 

Visiting members froll1 Iowa were introduced, fraternally welcomed, and 
seated in tbe East. 
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The Grand Master refers to the deaths of prominent masons in other 
jurisdictions, annonnces the few decisi ns, gives an account of the dispen
sations which he had issued and of his other official acts, few of which are 
of general interest. His list of dispensations suggests that nearly all of them 
might have been avoided by provisions of law, as in other jurisdictions. We 

cannot possibly understand why it is necessary to require thc officers of the 
lodge to be installed at a particular time, and if not then installed a dispen
sation must be issucd to anthorize their installation. We do not wonder 

that the Grand Mastel' finds that the law providing for installation is fre
quently disregarded. It would certainly be wonderful if all the officers of 
over two hundred lodges could be present at their respective meetings for 
installation on the given day. It is too much to expect of human beings. 
Under the masonic law the old officer holds over nntil his successor is in · 
stalled, unless he becomes incapacitated from holding the office. 

He made two decisions in reference to the saloon question, upon which 
the committee on Jurisprudence divided, and after discussion both reports 
were postponed until the next annual communication .. 

By his direction the Grand Secretary had furnished the masonic libraries 
at Wilmington, N. C., and at Tacoma, Washington, a complete file of the 

Proceedings of the Grand Lodge, and his action was confirmed. 
The officers of a lodge were installed in the lodge opened on the first 

degree, and upon inquiry the Master replied that they had followed Wcbb's 
Monitor. He confirmed the installation and asked for furth er legislation in 
the matter, and the Grand Lodge adopted a regulation: 

" That any brother elected and not installed, as prescribed by the consti
tution and by-la ws, shall be reported to the Grand Master within thirty 
days, when he may issue a dispensation to elect and install to fill such va
cancy or takc such oth er action as he deems best." 

Wcl think this very regulation illustrates the wisdom of the suggestions 
which we have already made. 

He had not been able, as he had intended, to visit many of the lodges, and 
he found the other duties of the office much more extensive than he had 
snpposed. 

He says I.hat he had had 537 official communications from the Grand Sec
retaryand that he had written nearly or quite 1500 letters. 

The question was raised whether the law of the Grand Lodge exempted 
from Grand Lodge dues, brethren who had been members more than thirty 

years, and it was decided that the law means a membership o! .~hirty years, 
not necessarily continuous. 

The reports of the Grand Treasurer and Gmnd Secretary had been printed 

in arlvance and were therefore submitted wiLhout reading. This suggests 
the ollly possible improvement, so far as we can see, that can be made ill 
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the management of the affairs of our Grand Looge while in spssion. If the 
address of the Grand Master and the reports of the Grano Secretary and 
Grand Treasurer, and perhaps of the Committee on Returns, should be 
printed in adv..ance, we could probably save some time, ano in many cases 
act more intelligibly upon various recommendations. 

The Grand Secretary says that every year, demonstrates the wisoom of 
their second edition of thei r Proceedings, accompanied with an index. 

He bad been importuned by older members to use larger type in the Pro
ceedings, but felt that he could not 00 so unless . the Grand Lodge should 
authorize it. As he made no change, we presume nothing was done. We 
think that so far as the tables are concerned, at any rate, the change sug
gested would be a great improvement; but of course, we are not impartial, 
as we come into the category of those older members who are specially in
terested . 

The Grano Orator, CHARLES H. SWAN, delivered a beautiful adoress, 
which is published in the Proceedings. 

The Iowa brethren were importuned to addres.~ the brethren, ano finally 
did so, to their great pleasure and instruction. 

The Grand Master was requested to attend the Washington Centennial 
exercises, or, if unable to do so, ' to appoint a substitute. 

A change in the by-laws was maoe, giving more time between the date 

when the returns, etc., mnst be made, and the meeting of the Grand Lodge, 
in order that the various tables and reports may be made up before the 
Grand Lodge meets. 

A large amount of routine business was transacted . 

A brother who !tad been reprimanded for publishing an article appealed 
to the Grand Lodge, which decided that the publication of the article con
stituted a masonic offence, and that the punishment was inadeqnate, and 
suspended the party for one year. The Proceedings do not enable us to 
judge what the article was. 

The Committee on Relief endorsed the following in relation to a claim 
made upon au Ohio lodge: 

" The matter was taken up by our Grand Master with the Grand Master 
of the jurisdiction of Uhio, who replied in substance that his Grand Lodge 
had always taken the position that relief was purely voluntary; the obliga
tion to afford the same was moral only; that tbere was no contractual obli
gation between a lodge and its members; that no re-irnbursement would be 
enforced upon the Ohio lodge, and in adoition thereto stated that such lodge 
was so weak that if such effort were made it would result in the surrender 
of its charter." 

There was no Report on Correspondence. 
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NEVADA, 1898. 

The Grand Master, ALBEllT LACKIH, presented a report, giving concisely 

an account of his official acts and decisions. 
He says th<l craft are in a fairly prosperous condition, and while the work 

has not been quite up to that of former years, the losses are less, and the 

returns show an increase in tbe total membership. 
He had made quite a number of visitations, and on one occasion installed 

the officers of the lodge in public. He states that the work in the different 

lodges in the main is very well performed, but that there is no uniforlllity 

in the work in the different lodges, the members of each apparently working 

as they please. 

He well states the true doctrine in relation to the secret ballot: 

"It has been represented to me that in one of our lodges a bad state of 
affairs exists, by reason of the rejection of good men on account of preju
dices and personal pique; and that so many worthy appl icants have been 
rejected that others desirous of becoming masons, dare not apply. This is 
the only complaint of the kind that has reached me. 

" While a maSOIl has the undoubted right to use the black-ball without 
having his motive questioned or the fact inquired into, yet he should never 
allow his personal feelings or prejudices to carry him so far as to cast a 
negative ballot upon the applicatiou of one whom he knows to be worthy. 

"Wben a brother enters a lodge he should leave in the outer world all 
questions of sectarian ism, business rivalry, personal prejudIce and ill-will, 
and regard applicants for our mysteries for their qualities of mind and 
heart, and deal as justly with them as we are taught to do in personal busi
ness relations, and to vote without fear, favor or prejudice, but alone for 
the good of the Fraternity. " 

He gives the full correspondence with the Grand Lodge of Peru as well as 

his ed ict suspending correspondence with that body, which at the (late of the 

session of the Grand Lodge, June, 1898, had not been revoked. 
He granted dispensations to two lodges to meet outside of their respective 

juridictions while their halls were undergoing repairs. The Comm ittee on 

Jurisprudence hold that the constitution of the Grand Lodge gave no author

ity for such dispensations, but in view of a ll these facts, they recommended 

that all the proceedings of the lodges without their jurisdiction be healed 

and legalized. 

The interesting question arises, what power the Grand Lodge has, by a 
mere resolution, to violate its own constitution? Is its action any more 
valid than that of the Grand Master, even if the theory upon which 

that action is based is correct? An altoget.her better solution is, that the 

Grand Master, by power inh.erent in hi8 office, can do what i ~ ._necessary in 

such a case for the good of th e craft. 
The Report on Correspondence (pp. 82) was subm itted by Bro. A. D. 

BIRD. It is a brief and excellent abstract of the proceedings of the English 

speaking Grand Lodges, with very few comments. At the close of his 
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report be gives items in relation to Masonic Homes and quotes frolll others 

what they have written npon other subjects; but we regret to lind that he 
does not give his own views. 

NEW BRUNSWICK, 1898. 

The Grand Mastel', THOMAS W ALKEI<, states that, with the exceptio ll of 

one matter, nothing had occurred to mar the conconl of the provincial 

masonic family. He gives a brief tribute to the dead of the year; among 

whom was Past J . G. Warden (jEORGE TouD. 

lie had visited quite a large number of the louges, and speaks highly of 
their condit ion as a whole. 

I-Ie refers to the Peru matter, but at that time the intelJigellce had been 

received of a change in the office of Grand Master of that Grand Lodge, and 
therefore no further action was taken. 

The report of the Grand Secretary shows that there hau been a sl ight fall

ing off in the total membership, and the matter was referred to a committee 

to consider the cause anu propose a remedy. The committee reported that 

the causes are a lackof interest, especially among the Past Masters; a failure 

to instruct new members; and the advancing of officers, who make no effort 

to leal'll the work, but whose only object is to get through the chair. They 

advised certain measures, action upon which the Grand Lodge deferrcd 

until the next annual communication. We shall look for the final report 

with much interest. 

The Grand Orient of Belgium was recognized upon the report of a com

mittee, from which we take the following: 

" -From the facts set out in the letter of M. W. Bro. Berge, and from ill
formation already in the possession of your committee, there can be no doubt 
whatever that the Grand Orient exercises lawful authority over the lodges 
of Craft Masonry in the Kingdom of Belgium, that it has been in existence 
sixty-six years, and that it possesses the confidence and respect of all the 
legitimate governed bodies of Craft Masonry in Europe. It exercises no 
control over any other degrees than those of Entered Apprentice, _Fellow 
Craft and Mastel' Mason, and men of character and eminence in the national 
life of B('lgiulU have been long connected with it." 

The work of the third degree was exemplified before the Grand Lodge by 

the Union Lodge of Portland, the Grand Master acting as :Mastel'. 

The reports of the District Deputies show an encouraging condit ion of 

aff~t irs, but we think that if they were authorized to instruct in the ritual, 

and required to visit every lodge, the effect uf their visits would be more 

apparent, and would, to a certain extent, at any rate, answer the questions 

submitted to the special committee. 

As we understand the report of the Grand Treasurer, the debt of the 
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Grand Lodge had been reduced $500.00, and $2,000.00 Illore, wlliub had 
falleu due, had been paid by the issue of new bonds to the sallle alllount. 

There was no Ueport on Conesl?ondence. 

NEW HAMPSHlR.E, 1898. 

We have an excellent portrait of Past Grand Master ANOI<EW lluKToN, 

who had died during the year. 

The usual sellli-alll1Ual communication for the exolllplification of the work 

and for social purposes was held, and was very largely attended. 

A t the annual communication, the Grand Master, HENRY A. MA1<811, suys 

t1mt peace and harmony had pervaded the jurisdiction and not a ripple bud 

disturbed the harmony of the Grand Lodge. He speaks of the great benofit 

of tbe annual gatherings of the Grand Lodge to the Fratemity. 

Before reading this, we were specially struck with the ev ident benefit 

wbich results from the semi-annual gathering, at which there is a greater 

opportun ity for social intercourse than at the annual meetings. 

He pays a desnrved tribute to Past Grand Master BUNTON, and also to rust 

Junior (,rand Warden JOliN SULLIVAN KIDDEII, who died April Gtb, 1898, 

at the age of eighty-seven years. 

He announced the death of Bro. WILLIAM H. W. HINOS, Pust Deputy 

Grand Master, and JOSEI'll SUA'I'TUCK, Past Junior Grand Warden. 

He gives a brief account of the celebmtion of the Centennial of Benevo

lent Lodge, an occasion of much interest. He dec ided that a pcrson re

moving from the jurisdiction of one lodge into that of another, cannot be 

made a mason until he has lived in the latter the r equired timo, and that 

the lodge in whose jurisdiction he formerly lived, has no power to g ive con
sent that will shorten the time, and in fact, that it has no power in the 

premises whatever. We should not notice tbis, were it not that we lind 

that the same question has been asked a great many times, ami the samo 

rule applies in this jurisdiction. 

Heferring to the trial for unmasonic conduct, he says: 

"I desire to bring the attention of the Grand Lodge to the subjec t of a 
change in the mode of trials for offences against the law of masonry. In 
mll.Ily grand jurisdktions these trials are conducted by a commission regu .. 
lated by constitutional provisions. Our present system was the one which 
waH in use more generally at the time of the adoption of our constitution, 
but it has gradually given place to the commission in very many states. 
There are obvious objecLions to the system used here, iJ1volving sometimes 
local controversies and sometimes unsatisfactory results, fr!l.quently mak
ing it necessary to have new trials and unnecessary expeI1se. A trial by 
a commission would obviate many of these objections, and in states where 
it has beel) in use the fraternity are satisfied with tbe change. It would 
require an a lteration in our constitution. and it should be guarded by all 
necessary and reasonable regulations. I recommend that a committee be pro-



440 Correspondence--New Hampshz"re. 

vided for, to take the subject under consideration and report a t the next 
annual communication, with such recommelJdations as they may deem ex
pedient. " 

The matter was referred to a very abhi special committee which will re
port at tbe next annual communication. We shall look with much interest 
for the report. 

He announced that St. Croix Lodge at Calais, with the approval of our 
Grand Master, had waived jurisdiction over JOHN MORRILL Boy [) in favor of 
Lodge of the Temple in that jurisdiction. 

He reports that much progress had bpen made in raising the funds for a 

Masonic Orphans' Home. He thinks the consummation of the work had been 
too long delayed, and desires the Grand Lodge to take up the project and 
push it to an early completion. 

He submits with his address the reports of the District Deputies, and an 
examination of them shows that they had been, as usual, active and effi cient 
in the performance of their duties, and one completes the read ing of thei r 
reports with a strong feeling that the Fraternity in our neighboring juris

diction is in a prosperous condition, to which the faithful services of the 
District Deputies have very largely contributed. 

Few matters of general interest were before the Grand Lodge. 
It had occasion, however, to affirm the doctrine, that in matters of busi

ness, Masonry will not take disciplinary jurisdiction of business matters 
unless there is an element of fraud in the transaction. 

The Committee on By-Laws disappmve of a code which provided for 
honurary membership, although members could be elected to honorary mem
bership only by unanimous vote, taken by the secret ballot. We do not 
quite agree with the committee. We think there are cases in which men, 
who have devoted much time to the service of Masonry, and who have really 
grown old in its service, may well be put on an honorary list. 

The following provision in relation to masonic clothing will be of inter
est a t this time in this jurisdiction: 

.. The officers of the Grand Lodge shall wear their appropriate jewel ap
pended to a purple velvet collar or metal chain, and a white apron trimmed 
with purple. The Masters and Wardens of particular lodges shall wear their 
appropriate jewels appended to a blue velvet collar or metal chain, and a 
plain white apron. Hepresentatives of lodges shall wear a white apron 
which may be trimmed with purple. And no member of the Grand Lodge 
shall be allowed to speak or vote in Grand Lodge unless he is properly 
clothed. " 

The Report on COrrespondence (pp. 152) was presented, as heretofore, by 
Bro. ALBERT S. WAIT. It is briefer than some of his former reports, being 
more nearly confined to an abstract of the more important matters. How
ever, he freely discusses quite a number of questions. 

Heferring to the decision of a Grand Master, that while the masons of a 
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certain country were undoubtedly legitimate, masonic intercourse could not 
be maintained with them because the Grand Lodge had lIOt. formally recog
nized them. This is a question to which we have given considerable thought, 
and as a member of a committee have passed upon a similar question arising 
in this jurisdiction. And the conclusion at. which we came was, that it is 
not safe to leave to lodges the question of recognizing masons from other 
countries until the Grand Lodge has rec02nized the governing body under 
which they hail. 

In relation to non·payment of dues, he well says: 
" We doubt the wisdom of this drastic action in regard to non-affiliation 

and non-paym ent of dues, we question its justice, and we are not convinced 
that it will prove an appropriate or successful remedy for the supposed evils 
at which it is aimed." . 

In his review of Illinois, he replies at some length to Bro. ROEDIN S, of 
Illin ois, in relation to Masonry in Mexico. 

The following so fully accords with our own views, that we quote it in 
spite of its length: 

" It is objected against the Gran Dieta that it is not organized on the pre
cise plan of the English and American Grand Lodges. And Bro. Robbins 
maligns it because it is a Grand Lodge exercising jurisdiction over ot.her 
Grand Lodges in similar manner to the General Grand Chapter and the 
Grand Encampment of the United States; and he argues that it ought not 
to be recognized by American Grand Lodges because they will not consent 
to the formation of a General Grand Lodge. The argument seems to us 
puerile in the extreme. The objection of American masons to the forma
tion of a General Grand Lodge is from considerations of policy, not in the 
least reaching any question of its effect upon the legitimacy of American 
Masonry. Suppose a General Grand Lodge were to be formed, does any . 
one pretend that it would be an abandonment of the legitimacy of Masonry? 
What, then, of the whole system of provincial Grand Lodges with t.heir pro
vincial Grand Masters and all under the government and supervision of the 
Grand Lodge of England? 

" If departure from former usages in the government of the craft is an 
abandonment of legitimate Masonry, what of the Grand Lodge of England 
at its formation in I7l7 ? It was a movement novel and before unheard of 
ill Ma~onry; yet no one, so far as we have ever heard, has suggested that 
the organization then made was a departure from Masonry. Although it 
was new, it was purely conservative in its objects and purposes, and to 
which, so far as can now be seen, the institution owes its preservation. 
There is every reason to think that on the part of its promoters the forma
tion of the Gran Dieta was from a belief of the same necessity which lay at 
the foundatioll of the organizat.ion of the first Grand Lodge in England. 
And not only so, but everything warrants the belief that in this they were 
right. Every kind of confusion existed in the Masonry of that country, 
ami the seeds of disintegration, sown broadcast, were rapidly germinating 
wi'h their destructive influences. 

"The Grand Dieta was formed with the hope of bringing -arder out of 
chaos and saving masonry from a destruction which to men of foresight 
seemed plainly impending. And now, because they did not by a single 
vault spring into perfection, instead of encouraging their efforts at the elim
ination of incorrect practices common cause is made in a few quarters with 
palties and organizations in Mexico, who are opposing it because of those 

ApI'. 29 O. L. 
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vided for, to take the subject under consideration and report at the next 
annual communication, with such recommel)dations as they may deem ex
pedient. " 

The matter was referred to a very able special committee which will re

port at the next annual communication. We shall look with much interest 

for the report. 

He announced that St. Croix Lodge at Calais, with the approval of our 

Grand Master, had waived jurisdiction over JOHN MORRILL BoYl) in favor of 
Lodge of the Temple in that jurisdiction. 

He reports that much progress had bpen made in raisillg the funds for a 

Masonic Orphans' Home. He thinks the con::;ummation of the work had been 

too long delayed, and desires the Grand Lodge to take up the project and 

push it to an early completion. 
He submits with his address the reports of the District Deputies, and an 

examination of them shows that they had been, as usual, active and efficient 

ill the performance of their duties, and one completes the reading of their 

reports with a strong feelillg that the Fraternity in our neigh boring juris

diction is in a prosperous condition, to which the faithful services of the 

District Deputies have very largely contributed . 

. Few matters of general interest were before the Graud Lodge. 

It had occasion, however, to affirm the doctrine, that in matters of busi

ness, Masonry will not take disciplinary jurisdiction of business matters 

unless there is an element of fraud in the transaction. 

The Committee on By-Laws disappruve of a code which provided for 

honurary membership, although members could be elected to honorary mem
bership only by unanimous vote, taken by the secret ballot. We do not 

quite agree with the committee. We think there are cases in which men, 

who have devoted much time to the service of Masonry, and who have really 

grown old in its service, may well be put on an honorary list. 

The following provision in relation to masonic clothing will be of inter

est at this time in this jurisdiction: 

.. The officers of the Grand Lodge shall wear their appropriate jewel ap
pended to a purple velvet collar or metal chain, and a white apron trimmed 
with purple. The Masters and Wardens (If particular lodges shall wear their 
appropriate jewels appended to a blue velvet collar or metal chain, and a 
plain white apron. l~epresentatives of lodges shall wear a white apron 
which may be trimmed with purple. And no member of the Grand Lodge 
shall be allowed to speak or vote in Grand Lodge unless he is properly 
clothed. " 

The Report on Correspondence (pp. 152) was presented, as heretofore, by 

Bro. ALBERT S. WAIT. It is briefer than some of his former reports, being 
more nearly confined to an abstract of the more important matters. How

ever, he freely discusses quite a number of questions. 
Heferring to the decision of a Grand Master, tbat while the masons of a 
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certain country were undoubtedly legitimate, masonic intercourse could not 
be maintained with them because the Grand Lodge had not formally recog
nized them. This is a qucstion to which we have given considerable thought, 
and as a member of a committee have passed upon a similar qnestion arising 
ill this jurisdiction. And the conclusion at which we came was, that it is 
not safe to leave to lodges the question of recognizing masons from other 
countries until the Grand Lodge has reco.;- nized the governing body under 
which they hail. 

In relation to non·payment of dues, he well says: 
" We doubt the wisdom of this drastic action in regard to non-affiliation 

and non-payment of dues, we question its justice, and we are not convinced 
that it will prove an appropriate or successful remedy for the supposed evils 
at which it is aimed." . 

In his review of Illinois, he replies at some length to Bro. ROBBINS, of 
Illinois, in relation to Masonry in Mexico. 

The following so fully accords with our own views, that we quote it in 
spite of its length: 

" It is objected against the Gran Dieta that it is not organized on the pre
eiRe plan of the English and American Grand Lodges. And Bro. Robbins 
maligns it because it is a Grand Lodge exercising jurisdiction over uther 
Grand Lodges in similar manner to the General Grand Chapter and the 
Grand Encampment of the United States; and he argues that it ought not 
to be recognized by American Grand Lodges because they will not consent 
to the formation of a General Grand Lodge. The argument seems to us 
puerile in the extreme. The objection of American masons to the forma
tion of a General Grand Lodge is from considerations of policy, not in the 
least reaching any question of its effect upon the legitimacy of American 
Masonry. Suppose a General Grand Lodge were to be formed, does any . 
one pretend that it would be an abandonment of the legitimacy of Masonry? 
W hat, then, of the whole system of provincial Grand Lodges with their pro
vincial Grand Masters and all under the government and supervision of the 
Grand Lodge of England? 

" If departure from former usages in the government of the craft is an 
abandonment of legitimate Masonry, what of the Grand Lodge of England 
at its formation in 1717? It was a movement novel and before unheard of 
ill Ma~onry; yet no one, so far as we have ever heard, has suggested that 
the organization then made was a departure from Masonry. Although it 
was new, it was purely conservative in its objects and purposes, and to 
which, so far as can now be seen, the institution owes its preservation. 
There is every reason to think that on the part of its promoters the forma
tion of the Gran Dieta was from a belief of the same necessity which lay at 
the found ation of the organizat.ion of the first Grand Lodge in England. 
And not only so, but everything warrants the belief that in this they were 
right. Every kind of confusion existed in the Masonry of that country, 
and the seeds of disintegration, sown broadcast, were rapidly germinating 
wi'h their destructive influences. 

"The Grand Dieta was formed with the hope of bringing order out of 
chaos and saving masonry from a destruction which to men of foresight 
seemed plainly impending. And now, because they did not by a single 
vault spring into perfection, instead of encouraging their efforts at the elim
ination of incorrect practices common cause is made in a few quarters with 
parties and organiZations in Mexico, who are opposing it because of those 

App. 29 G. L. 
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very efforts at reform . They even join with them ill espousing the cause 
of a person who for fractious and unmasonlc conduct has been expelled from 
masonry by the bodies with which he bas been indentified, assuming all his 
utterances, made under the smart of his ostracism from association with his 
former brethren,_ to be worthy of credence against the denials of men in 
high position not only in masonry but in affairs of state. We do not intend 
to assert that the expulsion of that person was or was not for just calise ; 
that is a question upon which probably no safe opinion can at this dis
tance be formed. We do say, that it is fundamental wherever legitimate 
Masonry exists, that a person standing as that person does is beyond the 
pale of fraternity and cannot be recognized or communkated with as a 
mason. It seems to us something astonishing that the statements of this 
man should be taken up and assumed as unquestionable truth against the 
denials of them which have been made." 

We will only add that in a pamphlet published by Chism, the only objec
tion which he made to the legality of his expulsion was, that he had ceased 

to be a member of the lodge at the time he was expelled, though not deny
ing that he lived within its jurisdiction. 

We notice that some of his apologists in this country also parade the fact 
that he still holds a dimit from a Missouri lodge, whose legality cannot be 
questioned. Such is the fact with every expelled nOll-affiliated mason, and 
we have never before heard that this fact has any effect whatever upon the 
expulsion. The dimit is in his possession, and probably if it were demanded 
of him, he would do precisely what he did in relation to the charter for a 
chapter in Mexico in his possession, when he was ordered to return it by the 
General Grand High Priest. At the session of the General Grand Chapter, 
the action of the General Grand High Priest in suspending the charter 

on account of t.he expUlsion of Chism was affirmed, although he was heard 
in that body by his special representative, if not his attorney. The Gen
eral Grand High Priest demanded the charter which Chism refused to sur
render, in which he took the ground that that officer had not the authority to 
suspend the charter of a chapter! In all respects, the General Grand 
Chapter confirmed the action of the General Grand High Priest, declaring that 
his action was in accordance with the constitution, and that it was Chism's 
duty to return the charter on his demand; and furthermore, the charter was 
revoked-and that, too, by a substantially unanimous vote. 

In his review of Maine, he refers to the amendment to our constitutiou 
which provides that if a rejected candidate continues to reside within the 
jurisdiction of the lodge for five years, permission to receive the degrees else
where may be granted unless there are more than three negative ballots, 
and adds: 

"We suspect that the provIsion in this proposed amendment requiring 
consent unless there be more than three negative ballots, will elicit some dis
cussion at least elsewhere, and we shall be surprised if it does not among 
our brethren of Maine-before its adoption. In this, however, we do not in
tend to assert that it is indefensible in a masonic view." 
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Of course this is an experiment. In former times, permission to apply 
elsewhere was gran ted by the recommendation of the Master, Wardens and 
three other members of the lodge, as was the case, and we believe is now, in 
Massachusetts. Later, a majority vote of the lodge was required; later still, 
a unanimous vote was required; and the law was further changed by making 

the effect of the rejec tion cease at the end of five years. It was suggested 
I,hat if, after a candidate has been rejected, and he continues to reside five 
years in the community, subject to the scrutiny of the craft, no more than 
three members shall vote against releasing jurisdiction and allowing another 
lodge, upon careful inquiry that would necessarily follow in such a ca$, to 
admit him by unanimous vote, in all humar! probability, the negative votes 
would be cast by mistake or for some other reason not valid. However, it is 
an experiment; if it c10es not work well in practice, it will be changed. 

He still spends space in relation to the power of the Grand Master in Maine 
to set aside the action of a lodge in cases of discipline, and he grows so pa
thetic as, considering the circumstances, to be almost ludicrous. 

Let us re-state the matter. It was found by experience that in trials by 
lodges, blunders were frequently made, which utterly invalidated the pro
ceed ings; thereupon a provision of the constitution was adopted that in all 
such .cases a transcript of the record and evidence should be submitted to 
the Grand Master for his examination, and if he found cause, that he should 
send back the case for a new trial. In this manner very much time of the 
Grand Lodge was saved and cases finally determined much earlier than it 
would be if reported directly to the Grand Lodge and its action awaited; 
but his decision is not conclusive and the parties interested may go before 
the Grand Lodge for its decision. Bro. WAIT goes to the absurd length of 
declaring that this makes the Grand Master a despot. We have said all that 
is necessary to say in relation to this point. 

Grand Master CHASE had two cases before him, which showed upon their 
face that the lodge either grossly violated its duty, or was profoundly igno
rant as to its plain duty, and he set a.~ide the decision as against the facts 
and ordered a new trial. 

Bro. WAIT says: 
"To vest a masonic lodge with authority to decide judicially, and then if 

the decision does not square with the views of another, to visit with the 
capital penalty of having its charter taken away is not only the essence of 
injustice, but a plain and pure contradiction. It enjoins judicial duties, and 
at the same time denies the power to decide-even worse, it treats the de
cision as a crime, however honestly it is made. We deny that there is, or 
ever was, any such masonic law. We affirm further, that with such a law 
understood and generally acted upon, Masonry, as now constituted, could 
not, and ought not, to exist." 

And yet, the Grand Lodge of every jurisdiction has that power, ancl exer-
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cises it frequently. We doubt if Bro. WAIT writes a single report in which, 
if he should note such cases, he would not be obliged to note several. 

The power to set aside the verdict of a lodge as being against the faets, is 
law in almost all the jurisdictions, but in a few, it is true, that instead of 
setting aside the verdict, they take away the charter. 

Now the Grand Master is not vested with the power to "take away" the 
charter, but only to suspend it until the Grand Lodge meets; and this has 
often been done on the ground that the lodge failed to perform its masonic 
duties, either because its members disregarded. them or were too ignorant 
of M'asonry to know what those duties are; and it has always bepn held, 
not only a just cause, but as what ought to be done, and the idea that in such 
a case there is any exercise of despotism would seem to us too absurd to be 
noticed, did not our brother so earnestly insist upon it. We repeat, that if 
a lodge does not know enough to perform the ordinary duties of Masonry, 
it ought to have its charter taken away, even if it acts honestly, just as much 
as in case it acts dishonestly. The safety of the Institution is the supreme 
law. 

In his review of Massachusetts, he says: 
" By some of these reports, with the action thereon, if we rightly under

stand them, it is held in Massachusetts, as in the Grand Lodge of England, 
as well as in thoRe of some of the British provinces, that it is sufficient to 
justify expulsion that the brother has been indicted and convicted in a civil 
court of an infamous crime, and other evidence than the record of sueh con
viction is not required. In this connection we desire to say that we have 
long felt serious doubts whether the rule in our own Grand Lodge, which 
denies the use of snch a record in a masonic trial, for any purpose, is either 
necessary or just to the masonic institution." 

We understand that this doctrine prevails iu Pennsylvania, but do not 
understand that it docs in Massachusetts, but that Massachusetts holds that 
a record of a conviction is conclusive evidence of guilt unless the effect of it 
is destroyed by other evidence. Such is the rule in Maine. 

We believe that New Hampshire is the only jurisdiction in which the rec
ord of a conviction is not evidence in a masonic trial. 

We have marked other paragraphs for notice, but our printer is calling 
for" copy," and we must obey! 

NEW JERSEY. 1899. 

The Grand Lodge held an Emergent Communication to lay the corner 
stone of the postoffice at Paterson. We believe that we have never noted 
the method pursued on such occasion by this conservative Grand Lodge, 
and therefore we will add that the Grand Lodge was opened in ample form; 
a procession formed and marched to the place where the ceremonies were 
to be performed. The form of ceremonies is precisely the same as that 
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used in Maine, including the giving of the Public Grand Honors. When the 
ceremonies were completed, the Gmnd Lo(lge returned to the lodge room 
and was closed in ample form. 

The Grand Lodge also held an Emergent Communication to dedicate the 
new Masonic Horne, an occasion of great interest to the craft in New Jersey. 
Previously to the ceremonies, an American flag was presented to the Grand 
Lodge to be used at the Horne. An address of presentation was made, fol
lowed by singing the" Star Spangled Banner" and an address of accept
ance on behalf of the Home committee. 

There was a very large number of visitors present, including the Grand 
Master of Pennsylvania and several of his associate officers, and a large rep
resentation from the Board of Managers of the Masonic Home of Pennsyl
vania. As on a previous occasion, the Grand Lodge was opened in ample 
form and performe(i the services as a Grand Lodge, and after the exercises 
were completed, returned to the place of opening, where the Grand Lodge 
was closed in ample form. A banquet followed, at which ladies were pres
ent, followed by speaking by a number of distinguished brethren, including 
those from sister jurisdictions. We note that the Grand Honors were giveu 
after the pouring on of the corn, wine and oil respectively. 

We would be glad to quote from the addresses if space would allow, but 
we can only add our congratulatious upon the completion of this great enter
prise. 

At the annual communication, the Grand Master, JOSEPH W. EWAN, de
livered a very full and complete address, covering an account of his official 
acts with such recommendations as his experience suggested. Of course, 
we must pass over very much of it to note a few of the salient points. 

We are greatly pained to learn from his address that Hight Worshipful 
Bro. WILLIAMS, Grand Master of Masons in Pennsylvania, who had ac
cepted an invitation to be present on this occasion, had just died in Phila
delphia, and this information had reached the Grand Master after his ad
dress had been prepared. 

Among his references to other jurisdictions, is one in relation to the recent 
action of the Grand Lodge at Washington. Of this he says: 

" Such a declaration is so startling in its character that it may well be 
wondered whether the Grand Lodge of Washington fully realizes its posi
tion in its relation to other Grand Lodges by the adoption of such a radical 
principle. 

"I cannot believe that New Jersey is willing to accept or approve such 
declarations as are contained in this report. -

"In fact, I may say that New Jersey, in Grand Lodge assembled, many 
years ago, placed itself on record upon this very subject, and the wisdom of 
the decision then determined has been fully demonstrated. 

"The question of ' white' or 'colored' may be left entirely out of the 
discussion and only the questions of 'Clandestine Masons' and' Exclusive 
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Territorial Jurisdiction' considered, and we can arrive at but one conclu
sion. " 

* * * * * * * * * 
"I may be permitted to express the hope that the Grand Lodge of Wash-

ington will, as quickly as possible, rpcede from its unwise positiDn and 
remain within tire ·sunshine of masonic intercourse with her sister jurisdic
tions. " 

According to information which we have received by telegraph at this 
writing, the hope of Grand Master EWAN has already been realized. 

He had entirely revised the list of representatives of sister jurisdictions 
as he had noticed that some of them were dead and some of them never at
tended, and he says: 

" While these Representatives are commissioned by the Grand Master of 
the Jurisdiction they represent, yet I assumed that such appointments were, 
to all intents and purposes, made by the Grand Master of the Jurisdiction 
to which they belonged." 

This is undoubtedly true, but it is lIot in accordance with the original 
plan, and we believe that it has been the cause of all the troubles that have 
grown out of the system, and we most earnest.ly wish that Grand Ma&ters 
would unite in restoring the old system . 

It seems by his address, as would naturally be Eoxpected, that large num
bers of requests for waiver of jurisdiction over candidates are made hy 
New York and Pennsylvania. Very many of the business men in New York 
City and Philadelphia live in New Jersey but are really better known in 
the cities where they do business. 

We find from his address, that the Treasurer of the Horne Committee, 
had permanently placed in the front wall of the Home, a white stone about 
twelve inches square, brought from the quarries of King Solomon at .Jeru
salem. A cavity had been made in it, in which was placed a metallic 
box containing articles which are usually placed in the boxes deposited 
under corner-stones. On the front of it, had been chiseled a square and 
compass. 

He reports that the special assessment of $2.00 per capita had been paid 
by the day fixed, by nearly all of the lodges, and since then all delinquent 
lodges had made their payment. And he says of one of the lodges that 
malie delay in payment, that its contribution represents more real sacrifIce 
than, perhaps, that of any other lodge. 

He had granted a large number of dispensations and had refused other 
applications_ He declined to allow lodges to attend divine service in 
Masonic clothing, in accordance with the precedent established by his pre
decessor. He states that he fully concurs. It certainly has bp.en masonic 
usage for masons to attend divine service on St. John's D~y, wearing 
their masonic clothing and ill a body as a lodge. In other countries, the 
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line is not drawn at St. John's Day, and we are not certain by any means, 
that attending divine service is not strictly masonic work. 

In view of the large number of dispensations which are asked for that 
ought to be avoided, he suggests that the Grand Lodge impo~e a fee of ten 
dollars for each one granted. 

In reference to physical qualifications, he says: 
" Personally, and through my Deputies, I have examined thirty candidates 

for masonic privileges with reference to their physical qualifications. 
" I have decided seventeen of these to be eligible and thirteen ineligible , 

while the examination of two candidates is pending. 
" It has come to my notice that waivers of jurisdiction are frequently 

granted, vel' candidates who have visihle defects which would debar them 
from the privilege~ of Masonry in New Jersey, and which are not sufficient 
to prevent them from being made masons in sister jurisdictions. 

" This condition it seems to me, should not exist. 
"Applicants for waiver of jurisdiction should possess all the qualifications 

required to join a lodge in New Jersey, and any case of visible physical de
fects should be referred to the Grand Master for his examination and decis
iOIl. 

"I have in mind a young man, who could not, by reason of a physical 
defect, join a New Jersey lodge. He was granted a waiver, and subse
uqently joined a lodge in a sister jurisdiction, and is a frequent and welcome 
visitor to the lodges in the city of New Jersey, in which he resided. 

" I have been expecting to be asked whether he could affiliate with a New 
Jersey lodge on dimit, and if not, why not. 

" Our sister jurisdiction has been benefited by his initiation fees and dues. 
He is a mason in good standing, and associates with us as snch. It may 
well be asked why the Grand Lodge of New Jersey will permit a man to be 
made. a mason in a sister jurisdiction whom it will not allow to be made in 
his own. I will venture a decision: Applicants for waiver of jurisdiction 
must possess the same physical qualifications as required by those applying 
to a lodge of this jurisdiction, and their eligibility determined in the same 
manner. " 

We think it would trouble any Grand Master to give a good reason why 
he should not be affiliated, and the question arises whether the facts, which 
he states, do not suggest that the law of New Jersey is too strict in this regard. 

It seems, though we were not before aware of the fact, that there is a 
clandestin~ lodge at Bethlehem, Pennsylvani,., which was visited by a young 
brother from New Jersey without his being aware that he was not visiting 
a regular lodge. He was reprimanded by his lodge for his carelessness. 
He says, also, that a clandestine mason, claiming to hail from a clandestine 
lodge in Philadelphia, working under the Grand Orient of Spain, had actually 
visited one or more of the lodges in New Jersey, and he adds that it is diffi
cult to understand how masons of ordinary intelligence can be misle,l by 
such parties. 

We believe that it is partly due to the efforts which have . been made by 
very many to ridicule the idea of a visitor's asking to see the charter of the 
lodge which he desires to visit. It used to be one of the sharpest points of 
the examination o[ a proposed visitor, to ascertain if he hailed ft'om a regu-
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lar lodge; but our observation is, that care in this direc.tion has gradually 
decreased, and if a man proves himself to be a mason, that is all that is nec

essary, forgetting that it is equally the duty of the Master to require them 
to produce proper vouchers of having been initiaten in a regular lodge. In 
fact, the object 'of a proper certificate had been supposed by some to be a 
method of proving himself to be a mason, and this use has therefore been 
held to be evidence that the applicant has not been properly instructen. 

The special attention of Masters of lodges ought to be called to ~hese facts 
and to the danger of carelessness in this respect, when they are installed. 

Of the duty of lodges, he says: 
"The recital of the condition of this lodge, which, I regret to say, is not 

the only one in our jurisdiction in a similar condition, is given to call the 
attention of all lodges to the fact that the Grand Lodge expects the subor
dinate lodges to select competent men to carryon the work of the lodge, 
and when unable to secure them to frankly acknowledge that they are un
able to carry out the duty enjoined on them, and surrender their warrant." 

To which should be added that, if they do neither, the charter of the lodge 
should be arrested. 

Under the head of "Discipline," he gives quite a large number of cases 
in which his official action had been required. 

Harmony had been restored in one lodge by the expulsion of a prominent 
member-an act which we have no doubt will have a very beneficial influ
ence throughout that jurisdiction. He regrets to announce that some of 
the Lodges of Instruction were not so fully attended as heretofore. H'e had 
made a large number of visitations, which had proven very beneficial beyond 
question. He had mailed more than 3,000 letters during the year, and had 
kept his two private Secretaries pretty busy. A large part of it, however, 
had grown ont of the Masonic Home, which he reports in full operation and 
doing a vast deal of good. 

The. Grand Master of Delaware, and a member of the Centennial Comonit
tee from Virginia, were presented and welcomed, and made fitting responses. 

The Committee on Masonic Horne, and the Superintendent, made very 
full reports, showing that the Home is answering the expectations which 
had been formed for it. 

The Grand Secretary gives his usual full and yet concise report. The 
work was exemplified at the evening session of the first day. 

A tribute to the memory of R. W. HENRY WARR EN WILLIAMS, Grand 
Master of Masons in Pennsylvania, was adopted and ordered to be sent to 
the Grand Secretary of that Grand Lodge. 

The Committee on Correspondence presented a comparatively brief report 
in relation to the action of the Grand Lodge of Washington, and affirmed 
the action of the Grand Lodge of New Jersey in 1871, and severed fraternal 
relations with the Grand J.odge of Washington. 
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Bro. GEORGE B. EDWARDS presented to the Grand Lodge the Bible which 
was used upon the altar, printed in l4i8. 

The Grand Lodge adopted the following: 

"The Secretary of a lodge, with the approval of the Worshipful Master, 
may issue printed notices to the members, to be sent in sealed envelopes, 
containing a statement of candidates proposed for membership, with date of 
voting thereon, and also of contemplated masonic work." 

We are somewhat surprised at this action by this conservative old Grand 

Lodge, for it really informs the public as to who the candidates are to be, 
and is an entering wedge to a very serious rlisclosure of the business of the 
lodge. 

The Report on Correspondence (188 pp.) was presented by Bro. G.'OR(;E 
B. EDWARDS, and is in our brother's usual happy vein. 

In regard to the burial service, Bro. EDWARDS says: 
"The practice in New Jersey is to perform this duty when at labor, the 

same as all other masonic work. The presence of the officers in person or 
by deputy, acting, the three Great Lights and representatives of the lesser, 
the immovable jewels in the appropriate stations at the grave, the em blems 
of office, the proscribed limits tiled by an officer, which no profane is allowed 
to penetrate, the continuance of an organized lodge, the presence of the 
charter or possession of the same by a subordinate, the ceremonial, are in
dicative of a 10flge at labor, and the exhaustive article by Bro. Schultz sus
tains this status." 

In his review of Maine, he says: 

"The tirst offic ial act, of a public character, of the Grand Master was the 
dedication of the new apartments of the Lodge in which he first beheld Masonic 
Light, a third of a century before. The occasion was surrounded with pleas
antries. The providing of more convenient and more sumptuous quarters 
for lodge homes is mentioned as eliciting serious consideration among the 
craft. The ad vice gi ven to Laertes, as relates to his apparel, is as applicable 
to the adornment and comfort of lodge rooms; the element of attractive
ness has much to do with attendance. Ritualistic studies are also stimulants 
having the same tendency. :Few men hide their light; they rather seek op
portunity to display acquirement." 

Quoting our statement that in opening lodge the knocks should commence 
in the East, he says: 

"This is in harmony with instruction and practice in New Jersey, but 
the Jersey reviewer does not find it in accord with the work promulgated in 
the earlier days, known as the Webb-Preston, so far as the knocks are con
cerned, and also for the following c.onception: 

" The angle of incidents formed by a ray of light at meridian, in contact 
with the plumb-line at the vertex of the service in the South, the station in 
which that immovable Jewel is found, the course of light Westward. pro
ceeding eventually to illume the East, the place of light, by diurnal rota
tion, directly point in linear harmony, the track of motion, with which 
masonic accuracy, in practice, should accord." . -

His statement in regard to the Webb-Preston Work surprises us, for" we 
have not so received it." 

Referring to the action of the Gl"and Lodge of Washington, he says: 
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" It might not be inappropriate to repeat the enquiry made to one' who 
was among the herdsmen of Tekoa, which he saw concerning Israel in the 
days of Uzziah, King of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam, the son of 
Joash, King of Israel, two years before the earthquake': 'Amos, what 
seest thou?'" 

He concludes his report by quoting Kipling's verses, entitled "Tho 

Mother Lodge." 

NEW MEXICO, 1898. 

We have the portraits of Past Grand Masters JAMES H. WROTII and eliAS. 

BOWMER. The Grand Master, J OliN vr. POE, thus speaks of the condition 
of the craft: 

" A II things considered, the year just closed has, J believe, been a fai rly 
prosperous one for the craft iu this jurisdiction. I think so because of the 
increasen interest, and more healthy tone generally manifested by the lodges 
and especially by the weaker and more isolated ones. Some of these which, 
one or two years ago, were seriously considering the surrender of their 
charters seem to have found new courage, and are hopefully looking for
ward to a brighter future. This I think may be accounted for, in the main, 
by the greatly improved business conditions of the past year within our terri
tory. We are at peace with all our sister jurisdictions. Har'l1ony is the 
rule within our own. A majority of our lodges are making a healthy growth 
in membership, and judging from reports I have received and from my owu 
observations, the material which is being brouglit up is good aud. desirable." 

He had increased the number of District Deputy Grann Masters, and· re

duced the size of the districts on account of the large amount of time and 
expense that had been previously required of those officers in making their 
visitations. 

He refused to grant a dispensat.ion to elect and install officers at a special 
communication, no quorum having been present at the annual meeting. He 
objected to the election at a special communication, but we do not see why, 
for if notice, that ought to be given in such cases, is givel', there need not 
be any danger. He says furth er: 

" I also refused a dispensatIOn for the conferring of a degree ont of time, 
on the ground that there was no emergency to warrant such action. Al
though I am one of those who adhere to the opinion that tho Grand MasLer 
has, and ought to have the power or prerogative of grant ing d ispensations for 
this purpose in cases of emergency and that to attempt to deprive him of it 
by legislation, would be equivalent to the setting aside of a landmark, I am 
also of the opinion that this prerogative should be exercised with great care 
and caution, and in cases of extreme emergency only." 

The matter of restoring a charter had been referred at the former com
munication to a committee of Past Grand Masters, who reported in favor of 
doing it, and thereupon he restored it accordingly. He made various decis
ions, the most of them dependent on local law. 

He decided that a suicide is entitled to masonic burial on the ground that 
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no perfectly sane person will attempt suicide. Of course, his decision is 
cormct, based upon that theory: but we regard the reason upon which it is 
based as an exceedingly dangerous one, and moreover, that with any proper 
definition of insanity, it is not true. We believe tIJat many commit suicide 
when they are both morally and legally accountable for their acts. 

The report of the Grand Lecturer shows that great progress had been 
made in disseminating the ritual. In this connection he says: 

" As to the ritual, few are near letter perfect, but all are impressive in 
rendition, and that is of far more importance than the' parrot like' repeti
tion of our beautiful ritual. The ritual, as rendered, was satisfactory: very 
few changes, if any at all, are desirable. There is an earnest wish that the 
work be put in a form so that it cannot be changed whenever it is necessary 
to make a change in the office of Grand Lecturer." 

In relatiun to the burial of suicides, the committee say: 

.. We agree with the Most Worshipful Grand Master, that there may be 
circumstances attending a suicide when it would not be improper to accord 
the deceased a masonic burial. It is probably better not to attempt to lay 
down any hard and fast rule on this snbj ect, and to leave each case to be 
determined according to the peculiar circumstances surrounding it. Suicide 
may be committed by a Master Mason under such circumstances as to make 
it a crime which would bring shame upon the craft. It was recognized as 
such under the common law of England, but it must not be forgotten that a 
mneh more lenient view is taken of it as the world has grown to be more 
charitable and tolerant. A suicide might alsu be committed by a mason 
under such circumstances as to appeal to the charity and sympathy of his 
brethren, and under such circuIUstances as to make the denial of the right 
of burial a punishment to those who survive him instead of to the deceased." 

We think this is a true doctrine, and it was adopted by the Grand Lodge. 

The reports of the District Deputies show that both had performed their 
duties zealously. We are ullable to tell whether these officers give instruc
tions in the ritual. If not, we believe it would add greatly to the efficiency 
of the system, to enable them to do so. 

A special committee reported a revised constitution which is published in 
the Proceedings, and will come up for consideration at the next annual 
communication. We note one departure from the general practice, and 
that is in allowing the Master or a Warden to appoint his own proxy in case 
he cannot attend the Grand Lodge. And yet his lodge is allowed three 
votes. It is provided, however, that if the Master or Warden will not appoint 
a proxy the lodge may. We like the old system in this section of the 
country, much better. The lodge appoints its proxy just as regularly as it 
elects its officers, and under the constitution, that proxy is entitled to a seat 
in the Grand Lodge and to cast the vote of the lodge if neither the Master 
nor Warden. is present. We think this is much more likely to se
cure the representation of the lodge in the Grand Lodge, altpough, of 
course, the larger extent of territory in New Mexico may make a difference. 
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The Report on Correspondence (110 pp.) was presented by the Brothers, 
MAX FRoSt and W. H. SBAMON, each of whom puts his initials to the review 
written by him. Nearly half of the report, however, is devoted to the re
view of foreign Grand Lodges, copied from the New York report for the 
information-of the brethren of New Mexico. 

Referring to the question whether a lodge should await action by the 
courts before it proceeds to discipline a member, Bro. SBAMON says: 

" This is a difficult question to interpret in absolute harmony with the 
principles of the institution. We are of the opinion that, when possible, the 
lodge should take action before the matter reaches the courts; and if it has 
gone that far it should wait until the courts have come to some decision. It 
is not proper for a borly of brothers to turn against an erring brother, even 
though a criminal, and use the influence of its decision to kick him down 
the hill. Not that I believe that it is the duty of a mason, or of a lodge, to 
give any assistance to a brothel' who has transgressed, further than to extend 
to him its sympathy; to keep its hands off; after the courts are through, 
then the lodge should act, regardless of the decision of the courts. The 
legitimate function of Masonry is to make men better, not to punish." 

We do not believe that any" hard and fast rule" can be adopterl in rela
tion to this matter, but hold that it must be left to the good sense of the 
lodge, with the advice, in doubtful cases, of the Grand Master. Some cases 
are of such a character that they ought not to await the dilatory proceed
ings in court, and the question whether they should await or not, ought to 
be determined in view of the interests of the craft as well as of the accused. 

lIe devotes over a page to the discussion of the question whether · minis
ters ought to be admitted without fee. He objects to it on the alleged ground 
that it is "class legislation." We regret that our brother should have 
imported this phrase int.o a masonic discussion. We hold that as far as 
possible, masonic laws shoul<l be general, and that the most dangerous kind 
of legislation is that in favor of a specified individual. However, we refer 
to this matter because our brother misconceives the original cause of the 
exemption in question. It originated at a time in this country when almost 
all clergymen were very much like the apostles, so far as pa.Ylllent of their 
services was concemed. They were snpported by the voluntary contribu
tions of the community, and it was conceived that money, contributed for 
the support of religion, should not be received for masonic fees. On that 
account, clergymen were exempted from fees and dues as a contribution 
of the craft in the same direction. The exemption was not based upon 
the idea that they would perform greater service for Masonry than other 
members, in return for being admitted without fee. Buttimes have changed, 
and the original r<:lason for the exemption has very largely ceased to exist, 
except, possibly, in the newer portions of our country, and for that reason, 
very many Grand Lodges which formerly exempted them, do not now. 

Commenting upon the law of the Grand Lodge of Idaho, which provides 
for the expUlsion of non-affiliates, he says: 
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"We endorse most heartily the first resolution and we will as heartily 
e ndor~e the second if it results in reducing the army of non· affiliates, which 
we regard as a great menance to tho institution. It is our opinion, however, 
that the rAsolution will accomplish no real good. Non-affiliation is a resu lt 
of two causes: ·First. Inability to pay dues. Second. Lack of interest 
in the institution. The Hrst is a condition into which any brother may fall 
through misfortune or by weakness of character. It is not charitable to 
punish such. The other Is a fault in the institution itself and can be reme
died only from within. A mason who cannot find enough in the institution 
to awaken sufficient interest to pay dues and attend has a right to withdraw 
and the institution has no right to punish him for its own weakness. Ex
pulsion carries with it the idea of disgrace; it is therefore held (by this law) 
over the heads of non-affiliates to force them to have an interest in the in
stitution; but the enforcement of the penalty will not carry any disgrace 
with it to the .individual, although it may disgrace the institution which im
poses the penalty. We will watch the operations of this law with much in
terest. " 

The same brother, in his review of Maryland, criticises the action of the 
Grand Mastel' in "making a mason at sight," and says that the preroga
tive " is more apt to be made a weapon of injury to the Masonic institution 
than one of goorl." Experience does not justify this feeling. " By their 
fruits ye shall know them." Now, our brother cannot point, we be
lieve, to a single case in which any injury has resulted to the Institution by 
the exercise of the prerogative so far as tbe work done is concerned . If 

those, who are received into the Institution through the regular course, 
could have reached as high a standard as masons and men as thope who 
have been made at sight, we should be vastly better off. When we say" as 
men," we do not mean official position, but the true character of the man. 

He discusses the same question under Nebraska, but with a strange in
cOl)sistency he endorses the idea that the Grand Lodge can authorize its 
Grand Master to violate the landmarks and its own constitntion, when the 
Grand Master, of his own motion, cannot do it! The action of the Grand 
Lodge of Nebraska unconsciously sustains the very prerogative which that 
Grand Lodge attempted to deny, and by endorsing it, our brother uncon
sciously does the same thing. He makes the positive statement that this 
prerogative does not exist" so far as the Grand Lodges of the united States 
are concerned," and while that is true, of his own Grand Lodge, yet he 
speaks decidedly without warrant. In nearly all of the older lodges, it is 
conceded that the prerogative exists, and we see also that his own Grand 
Lodge is not a unit in support of his doctrine, for the Grand Mastflr in his 
address expressly takes the opposite ground. 

Bro. FItOST has limited his review to an abstract, we regret to .say, for we 
greatly miss his able discnssions of various questions which . we are glad 
always to read, although we do not always agree with him. 
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NEW YOR.K, 181)8. 

We have fine engraved steel plate portraits of DJ;WITT CLINTON, and of 
the retiring Grand Master, WILLIA~I W. SUTlIEllLAND. 

Grand Mastlir' SUTHEltLAND, in his address, announces the death of Past 
Gmnd Master JAMES GruSON, who until last year has attended every session 
of the Grand Lodge for over thirty years. Then he was reported ill and a 
messa~e of fraternal greetings was sent to him by the Grand Lodge; but four 
days afterwards he was overtaken by death . Both as a mason and as a 
citizen he had been of great service to the community. 

The Gmnd Master, in announcing the death of Bro. JOHN Q. A. FJ;LloQws, 
of Louisiana, relates the following incident: 

"Bro. Edwin Cole, a private. in the 71st Regiment of New York Vol
unteers, and a member (9f Hope Lodge, No. 244, was, on the 21st day of 
July, 1861, severely wounded at the ba.ttle of Rull Run, and taken prisoner. 
After a brief imprisonment at Hichmond he was removed to the city of Npw 
Orleans, when the M. W. Brother F ellows, then Grand Master of Masons in 
Louisiana, provided Bro. Cole and eight of his feilow-prisoners, who were 
craftsmen, with clothing, with medical attendance, and with every needful 
comfort in the huur of their extremity. This ~xhibition of fraternal consid
eration under such embarrassing and distressing circumstances evoked a 
storm of criticism throughout the state of Louisiana, which was subsequently 
met by the formal action of the Grand Lodge of Louisiana approving the 
course of its Grand Master, and in June, 1862, the Grand Lodge of New 
York, by duly engrossed and certified resolutions, made its formal acknowl
edgments to the Grand Master of Louisiana for this most gracious evidence 
of his masonic charity." 

While we remembered the general similar action of Bro. FJ;LLOWS, this par
ticular incident had passed from our memory. 

The acconnt of his official action by the Grand Master, Fhows that he lHtd 
been an exceedingly busy officer; and he states as his conclusion, that the 
visits of the Grand Master have been productive of an increased interest in 
the lodges visited. 

While he had applications for many new lodges, he granted dispensations 
for but two; and they had given evidence of their proficiency and ability to 
maintain a lodge, and he recommended that the charters be granted to them. 

The incorporation of "Greater New York" required changes in the Con
stitution of the Grand Lodge. They were adopted by it at its previous 
annual session so far as could be done at one session, an (1 as immediate action 
was desirable, he availed himself of the provision of the Constitntion of the 
Grand Lodge a1lthorizing him to submit them to a vote of the lodges in vaca
tion. He did this, and the amendments were adopted. 

He in vited special attention to the report of the Historian, Bro. PJ;TJ;R 
Ross. We have read that report with great interest, and only regret that 
our lack of space prevents further notice of it. We are the less sorry because 
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Bro. Hoss will undoubtedly hereafter report more fully upon some matters 
in reganl to which he is only able to make suggestions. 

Application was made to the l egi~l ature to change the charter of the Hall 
and Asylum, by having the Grand Master and Deputy Grand Master e:c
offiC'io, members of the Board of Trustees, and the other five appointed by 
the Grand Lodge upon the nomination of the Grand Master. This was op
posed by some as giving too much power to the Grand Master, and finally 
an amendment was adoptpd allowing tl\e Grand Lodge to determine the 
number of the trustee8 and the manner of their selection, with power to 
change in the ~ame manner as constitutional amendments are made. 

He announces that mMonic relations had been est~blished with the Grand 
Lodge of Sweden, which has a total membership of about 4,000. 

He gives a full accoullt of the correspondence with the Grand ])ieta of 
Mexico in relation to the destruction of the Maine. He says that of the two 
hnndred and sixty-six American sailors who went down in the Maine, eighty
three were Freemasons. Five days afterwards, the Grand Master of Masons 
in Mexico, who was also President of the Hepublic, issued the edict com
manding all masonic lodges within the jurisdiction to be draped in mourn· 
ing 011 account of these, our dead, and also directed the Grand Secretary to 
make known this fact to the Grand Lodge of New York. 

He says further: 
"In addition to this the representative of the Grand Lodge of New York 

near the Grand Lodge of Mexico transmitted to us his report, not only of 
the action of the Grand Master of Mexico, but of the subsequent assembling 
of various lodges in that jurisdiction in a Lodge of Sorrow on the :i2d day 
of l<'ebruary, accompanying his report with translations of several of the 
speeches delivered on that occasion by the orators of the local lodges. " 

He undertook to make investigations concerning Masonry in Cuba and 
Porto Hico, but on account of the conditions prevailing, had been able to 
make little progress. 

He devotes considerable space to Peru, annollncing action similar to that 
whic!l had been before taken by Ollr Grand Master, but as he had received 
intelligence of the revocation of the obnoxious edict in season to notice it, 
in a note to his address, we only make this reference to it. 

The report in relation to the Home shows that it is in a prosperous condi
tion, the per capita expenses having been reduced to $188.53, a decrease of 
$2.99 from the year preceding. 

We are glad to note from the report of the Librarian that considerable 
additions have been made to the Library, and that it is use~ quite exten
sively. 

Mention is made in the Proceedings of the payment of the legacy of $5,000 
to tbe Hall and Asyl,.m Fund, made by EDWARD B. HARPER, . 

The report of the Board of Helief is iuteresting reading, anrl shows the 
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attempts of very many, and, in some cases, very sk-illful impostors, to impose 
upon the Fraternity. In closing the President says: 

"II. large number of cases presenting peculiar and interesting features 
might well be noted, were it not that space will not permit. Included in 
these unnoted cases are persons whom we have sent to their homes in 
Europe and elsewhere, and those whom we have assisted in a variety of 
ways besides the donation of money. Our Committee on Charity has a 
constant change, before it, no two cases presenting the same conditions. 
Insane men and women, men who have never joined the Fraternity, men 
unaffiliated for many years, and believing they have justifiable claims for 
relief, masons who beg that their lodges be not informed of their applications 
-an evidence of pride not lost in distress-persons seeking employment, 
and many others come to us for help and information. In every instance 
we give earnest and proper attention, regretting that we cannot assist except 
in worthy cases." 

The Grand Masters of Pennsylvania, Maryland and New Jersey, were 
present and addressed the Grand Lodge to the great pleasure of the brethren. 

We note that all the Grand Officers were elected by acclamation, Most 
Worshipful Bro. SuTHI!:RLAND being re-elected Grand Master. 

The following resolution was adopted by the Grand Lodge in relation to 
the action of the Grand Dieta of Mexico: 

"Resolved: That our Most Worshipful Grand Master be requested to assure 
the Grand Master of the Gran Dieta of Mexico that the Grand Lodge of the 
Slatf\ of New York deeply appreciates and gratefully acknowledges his ex· 
pression of sympathy and sorrow in the hour of our nationa.l calamity, ai!d 
assures him of its earnest hope and desire that the cordial relations now 
existing between the Gran Dieta Simbolica of Mexico and the Grand Lodge 
of Free and Accepted Masons in the State of New York may continue 
throughout all time." 

It seems that the three lodges working in the French language had become 
reduced in their membership, so that the expense of maintaining them 
became burdensome. They were rather desirous of consolidation but each 
wished to retain its name. The Grand Lodge declined to order them to take 
any particular course, but recommended that the younger lodges should sur
render their charters and affiliate with the older iodge; the name to be deter
mined upon afterwards. 

The Committee on Hall and Asylun• made a long report (part of which is 
not published in the Proceedings), which we commend to the attention of 
all having charge of such enterprises. 

An appropriation of $500 was made for the erection of the monument over 
the grave of Past Grand Master JoHN L. L!!:WIS. 

Upon the report of the Committee on Jurisprudence, the following resolu
tion was adopted: 

" Resolved, That we recognize the Grand Orient of Belgillm as having ex
clusive control of Symbolic Masonry and the first three degrees in Belgium, 
and authorize the M. W. Grand Master to welcome them to the Circle of 
Symbolic Grand r .. odgea a.nd exchange ReJ?resentatives." 
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Several amendlllents to the Constitution were proposed and adopted so far 
as they can be at one session of the Grann Lodge; the most important of 
them is the follow ing: 

" Any member of a lodge against whom charges are Ilot pending and 
whose nul'S and indebtedness to the lodge are paid, may withdraw from 
membership by presenting a written application therefor at a stated com
munication. The lodge shall grant the reqnest of the brother by dropping 
his name from the rolls, and his membership shall thereby be terminated , 
and he shall be subject to the disabilities of a non-affiliated Master Mason. 
A brother thus dropped from the roll of a lodge shall be entitled to a certifi
cate setting forth the fact. Such brother may at his request be again affili
ated in the lodge at any slated communication, by a majority vote taken by 
show of hands." 

The addresses of the Grand Master at special sessions of the Grand Lodge 
held during the year to lay corner stones, etc., are given, and they are well 
worthy of careful examination, but our space prevents further notice of 
them. 

The reports of the District· Deputies are brief, but they show an active 
performance of duties by those officers, and give the impression that the 
craft are enjoying a good degree of prosperity. 

The Report on Correspondence, 198 pagos, was presented by Bro. JESSE 
B. ANTHONY, and it contains quite an extensive notice of foreign Grand 
Lodges prp.pared by Bro. EMIL FRENKEL, of much interest and great value 
to the craft in this country. 

In relation to one matter, he says: 
" The special committee appointed last year to consider the subject of non

affiliates and non-payment of dues, made an extended report. The prin
ciple that every mason should belong to a lodge no one will gainsay, but 
that compulsory measures will tend to remedy the evil we very much doubt. 
You can' lead a horse to water, but you cannot compel him to drink.' 
There is a large number of unaffiliated masons in all jurisdictions, but in 
most instances it is a condition of their own choice. Wherein they are a 
, serious menace to tho welfare of the Fraternity' we are unable to com
prehend . A large percentage of this class should never have been made 
masons and are no advantagf> to the craft, except as additional units. Loss 
of interest causes many to drop out and this arises from the fact t hat many 
lodges are simply mills for manufacturing masons. Another factor, and a 
vel'Y important one, is the negligence in the collection of dues as they ac
crue. The correction of these faults and an earnest effort to make a lodge 
a place of interest, sociability, and the cultivation of the principle of help
fulness will operate more to the diminution of the growth of this class than 
any radical legislation. 

"As to the' honor they enjoy of being masons,' it appears to us that it 
is a very questionabbe honOl', The deprivations of the benefits of member
sh ip, tbe right of any claim for assistance or burial, would -seem to be a con
dition wherein tbeir being masons in name is of no practical advantage t\) 
t hem, and no impediment to the welfare of the craft," 

We ag·ree fully, but as we understand it, it is not in accordance with the 
policy of his Graud Lodge which we have ~hought has adopted too severe 
a. system in reference to these masons. 

ApI'. 30 G. L. 
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In reply to Bro. ROBBINS, he well says, stating the law accurately: .- . 

" Conceding the regularity of lodges under the Ancient Accepted Scottish 
Rite, in countries where that is the dominant rite, the Grand Lodge of New 
York requires that before a Grand Body composed of such lodges shall be 
recognized as'such, it shall be a snpreme Grand Body having exclusive con
trol over the three symbolic degrees, and entirely independent in itself. 

" This is conformable to the principle established in the recognition of 
Grand Bodies of the York Rite. 

" Further, it is in accord"with the position ever maintained by the Grar d 
Lodge of New York, ~hat it can have no official relations with any masonic 
organization except those confined to the degrees of Ancient Craft Masonry. 
This principle does not add anything to the regularity of the lodges in which 
the degrees are conferred, but it does exact the regularity, that the govern
ing body shall be a Grand Lodge over the symbolic degrees, and nut nnder 
the control of a Supreme Council with which a Grand Lodge of Ancient 
Craft Masonry can have no official relations. 

"This, in the estimation of our brother, is termed' a by-play of making 
stand in favor of the Grand LOllge form of organization.' We should say 
that it was the exaction of a requirement held to be essential by all Ameri
can Grand Lodges. " 

In his review of Maine, he says that he fails to comprehend the authority 
of the Grand Master to grant a dispensation to a lodge to hold a meeting in 
a town other than that specified in its warrant, for the purpose of conferring 
degrees. The power is given by our Grand Lodge Constitution, which pro
vides that a lodge shall hold a meeting in no other town except with the con
sent oj the Grand Master. The case decided the year before did not turn 
upon the power of the Grand Master but upon the propriety of issning the dis
pensation in the particular case. In his next case, the circumstances were 
such as to make the granting of the dispensaticn not only proper, but neces
sary. In our country towns, if a lodge hall is burned, it is sometimes 
actually impossible to obtain a place to meet in, in the same town. This is 
an illuiltration of the wisdom and necessity of the rule. lJe says further: 

"There is every reason why the' permanent members of a Grand Lodge, 
in attendance at its annual session, should receive tbe same per diem and 
mileage as the representatives,' and we are pleased that the Grand Lbdge 
sanctioned the same." 

Referring to the HART case, he says: 

" We note under Washington, his favorable consideration of the action of 
that Grand Lodge, in holding (in a trial for a masonic offence) that when 
the whereabouts of the accused was unknown, notice by mail, sent to his 
last usual place of abode, shall be deemed sufficient. Upon this point there 
will be no great diversity of opinion. 

"We are somewhat surprised that he should say: 'We go furth er, and 
hold that if proof is clear that a mason has absconded and is in hiding, the 
Grand Lodge may proceed with his trial without going through the useless 
attempt to give notice. ' 

"We beg to disagree. Absconding does not prove guilt; the fact must be 
established by a trial of the case upon its merits, guarded by all the require
ments established in sllch a procedure." 
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Will our brother have the kindness to inform us, when it clearly appears 
that a mason has absconded and is in hiding, so that no one knows where he 
is, what is the practical use of attempting to give him notice? We do not 

say that proof of absconding is sufficient evidence to convict him, but is 
s ufficient to justify the lodge in waiving the useless ceremony of giving notice. 
We hold, moreover, that absconding, when clearly proved, is evidence of 
guilt, and we st.ill adhere to our former position, that when it is clearly 
proved that a man charged with a crime has absconded so that a letter 

directed to his last and usual place of abode cannot possibly reach him, and 
that he is iu hiding, the attempt to give notice is a useless farce. 

Heferring to the question of the rejection of candidates, he thinks" the 
only practica.l solution of the problem will be in the establishment of the 
principle of each Grand Lodge, giving the same force to a rejection within 
their jurisdiction as held by the Grand Lodge within whose jurisdiction the 
rejection originally occurred." This principle is really the only material 
one in the Maine proposition, as it is called. 

He says further: 
"In answer to an inquiry, we should say that, in our judgment, the regu

lation that in the absence of the Master and Wardens, a lodge cannot be 
opened, commends itself to ns as wise, sensible, and conformable to the 
present cllstom of the craft. We hold to this opinion even though we are 
aware that it was otherwise held under the ancient regulations, and even 
now prevails in some jurisdictions." 

Wherein is it unwise or /lot sensible to return to the ohl usage, and allow 
a Past ~aster to open the lodge in the absence of the Master or Wardens? 
Did our brothel' ever hear of a case in which any evil grew out of the doing 
of this? We never have, and the system has prevailed in this section of 
the country ever since Masonry was established here. 

In relation to his remarks upon the desirability, while admittiu'g that the 
Grand Master has a prerogative to make masons at sight, that the preroga
tive should IlOt be exercised, we WOliid ask what reasons he finds growing 
out of the exercise of it upon which such a wish is founded? The wisdom 
of laws depends upon the results of .their execution, and when no evil results 

have ever followed, it is quite safe to say that the law is not a dangerous 
one. 

Remarking upon the Nebraska action, to· which we have alluderl, he says 
it cannot be held that the work of the Grand 'Master was irregular, and 
hence there was no necessity for healing. 

In his review of the foreign Grand Lodges, we find a brief .notice of the 
Grand Lodge of Sweden and the Grand Lodge of Norway. 'The former was 
established in 1759. ·It has under its jurisdiction four provincial Grand 
Lodges and thirty·three lodges, with a membership of about f\!~r thousand. 
No transactions al'e published. 
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The latter was founded in 1801, and has under its jurisdiction six lodges 
with a memb;l~ship of about twenty··two hundred. This Granrl Lodge 

publishes no Proceedings. The Grand Lodge of New York had previously 

exchanged reprElsentatives with the latter, and at this session voted to do so 
with the former. 

NORTH CAROLINA, 1899. 

We have portraits of Bros. W ALT":R E. MOOR":, the retiring Grand 

Master; BENJAMIN SMITH, Grand Master from 1808 to 1810; and .JOHN H. 

MILLS. That of Bro. S~UTH is accompanied by a very interest ing bio· 

graphical sketch. 

Grand Master MOORE presented a brief address in which he thus speaks 

of the work for the year past: 

"I have nothing of very special interest to report under thi~ head. So 
far as I have observed and have been able to ascertain, the general progress 
is very satisfactory. The officers and members of the subordinate lodges 
have shown a desire and earnestness to learn the work and to follow the 
masonic law; good work has been done, and some excellent melnbers have 
been added. There has been no serious trouble or friction, but in rare cases, 
and, on the whole, I think it has been a year of decided progress." 

He calls the attention of the Grand Lodge to an abuse of issuing circular 

letters among lodges asking aid for particular brethren. 

None of the Past Grand Officers had died during the year, but the whole 

state had sustained a great loss in the death of Bro. JOliN H. MILLS, who 

was, in a sense, the father and support of the Oxford Orphan Asylum. 
The Grand Mastel' had held several communications for lay ing corner 

stones, and there is no doubt with good results to the Order therefrom. 

The Grand Secretary reports an improvement in the time of making the 

returns, and urges Secretaries to comply with the law in that regard, amI 
hopes the next session of the Grand Lodge will show still further improve

ment. 
Two new lodges had been created during the year; three lodges revived; 

duplicate charters issued to three to replace those lost by fire; two charters 

had been surrendered; one lodge had become delinquent so that its charter 

was subject to forfeiture; and two lodges had 1;>een continued under dispen

sations granted the year before. 
The librarian reports progress, but desires funds for the binding of Pro

ceedings. He gives a list of Proceedings wanted to complete files, but Maine 

is not in the list. 
Very few copies of the Code had been sold during the year, and the Grand 

Secretary suggests that every lodge in the state would be benefited if they 

would provide themselves with at least three copies of the Code. We have 
no doubt of this, and we are so strol!gly of his opinion that We favor furnish-
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fng Iodges and brethren in the jurisdiction, copies of the Constitntion of the 
Grand Lodge without charge; and we think that in that jurisdiction a la.w 
making it obligatory on lodges to have and keep at least three copies of tbe 
Code would be of great service to the craft. 

He announces that the portrait of B. N. DUKE, who, though not a mason, 
contributed so largely for the Orphan Asylum, had been procured and hung 
in the building named after Mr. DUKE'S deceased son. 

The Grand Lodge had also received a portrait of Past Grand Master 
SM)TH, a copy of which is given in these Proceedings. 

The Grand Secretary says that there had been a gain in membership 
during the year of 454 members, and that the condition of Freemasonry in 
the state was never more satisfactory tb an at presnnt-a condition largely 
produced by the efficient manner in wbich tbe Grand Master had discharged 
the duties of his office for the two preceding ycars. 

Considerable space is taken up with tbe Orphan Asylum, to which tbe 
attention of all interested is called. Tbe committee report tbat over $5,OCO 

had been contributed for tbis purpose during the year. 
The Grand Orator delivered an interesting address, for which he was 

thanked, but it was impossible to publish it, as it was very largely ex tempore. 
The Committee on Jurisprudence submitted a very able report in relation 

to the action of the Grand Lodge of Washington, from whkh we make the 
following extract: 

" With the spirit and tflmper of this letter, addressed to the Grand Master 
of the great jurisdiction of the State of New York, evidently seeking to con
ciliate him, and its effort to excite against Southern lodges hostility and di
verse criticism, YOllr committee has no concern. When a Grand Master of 
Masons goes out of his way to characterize Southem Grand Lodges as ' the 
Grand Lodge of Kentucky and her confederates,' and writes of a commit
tee of a Grand Lodge that it 'sought to conceal naked ignorance and mis
representation beneath a garment of vulgar obscenity,' such an unworthy 
occupant of high position in the masonic :Fraternity may well be left secure 
from attack by his own solution of race association, and sllbject only to the 
contemptuous indifference of every free-born mason. It is not with him 
that the Grand Lodge of North Carolina has any controversy." 

Masonic intercourse was suspended, and in connection therewith the fol
lowing resolution was adopted: 

" Resolved, further, That this step is taken not' in anger, but in sincere 
pain, and that the masons in North Carolina eal'lleptly trust that the Grand 
Lodge of Washington may in its discretion see fit to rescind its former action 
and to return to the ancient landmarks, which, in the opinion of the masons 
of North Carolina, have been invaded." 

We should like to copy the entire address of Bro. FRANCI§ D. WINSTON 
in presenting a Past Master's Jewel to Past Grand Master Moore, but our 
space will not allow. 

The proceedings at several of the special communications ~()f ' the Grand 
Lodge at the laying of corner stones are given, and the addresses on three 
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of the occasions are very interesting and eloquent, especially the one at the 
l!lofing of the corner stone of the new Alumni Building of the State Univer
sity. 

The Report on Correspondence (90 pp.) was prest>nted by Bro. JOHN A. 
CoLLINs, in which he gives a concise abstract of the Proceedings reviewed, 
with few comments. He notes, as a very remarkable thing, and creditable 
to theFraternity of Maine, that the Committee on Grievances and Appeals 
had absolutely nothing to do. While our brother has written an admirable 
report according to the plan he has adopted, we believe that he will benefit 
the craft in his jurisdiction, and interest them everywhere, if he will change 
his plan and add comments of his own. 

NOR.TH DAKOTA, 1898. 

We have the portraits of Bros. RoBERT M. CAROTHERS, the retiring Grand 
Master, and FRANK. J. THOMPSON, Grand Secretary. The former suggests 
to us that his name is the same as that of the late Rev. Dr. CARRUTH&Rs, that 
sturdy, old Scotch Divine so well known in Portland. 

The Grand Master very forcibly sets forth the general character of the 
true mason, and urges the brethren not only to make themselves familiar 
with the ritual, which he says is but the alphabet of Masonry, but also with 
the literature of Masonry, and in this connection he advocates the presenta
tion to each newly made mason of the "Morals and Dogma," written by the 
late Bro. ALBERT PIKE, and require him to promise to read the book. The 
Grand Lodge acted upon this and recommended that every lodge furnish gratis 

to every new brother, a copy of that work. One lodge had already adopted 
the practice, and it is said that the result of it was exceedingly satisfactory. 

In the old time, it was considered the duty of evt>ry newly made mason 
to obtain a copy of the Monitor in use, and study that; and that was ex
pected of him as much as the performance of any other duty. Lodges fre
quently purchased enough Monitors to give every member of the lodge a 
copy. To obtain the most good we think the reading of the "Morals and 
Dogma" should be precllded by a careful reading of t11e M. nitor. 

The Grand Master announces the death of Past Grand Master WILLIAM 
H. BEST, the first death that had occurred among the elect.ed officers since 
the organization of the Grand Lodge. He gives brief accounts of Brethren 
in other jurisdictions who had died during the year, which will be of essen· 
tial service to his brethren if they are read. 

He had granted a dispensation for a Military Lodge to be attached to the 
battalion of the state troops in the Philippine Islands. Nearly every com
missioned officer signed the petition. His action in this respect was con-



Correspondence-· North Dakota. 

firmed by the Grand Lodge, and the Grand Lodge further voted that all 
members of lodges in this jurisdiction, in the military service of the United 
States, be relieved from lodge dues, and the lodges from Grand Longe dues, 
during the continuance of the services. 

He had made quite a number of important decisions. He decided that 
although one or more of the Committee of Investigation report unfavorably, 
yet, when the ballot is taken and it is clear the ?andidate is elected. This 
will be questioned in some quarters, but it is undoubtedly correct law, that 
every case should go to ballot and be decided by its result. He held, and 
properly, that although a brother about to be tried for a criminal offence in 
the state courts, gets the principal witness to. leave the state so that his 
testimony cannot be had either by the courts or in a masonic trial, the 
minutes of the ~estimony taken by the justice or any other party cannot be 
received as evidence in the case. He does not suggest, however, what seems 
to us the proper course to be taken in such a case, and that is that, if allega
tions upon which it was proposed to admit this evidence, can be proved, 
charges should be filed and the party disciplined for secur·i~g · the absence of 
a witness, and thereby preventing his testifying against him. . He well says 
that all offences under the criminal statutes of the state, when committed by 
a mason, are masonic crimes, bnt a masonic offence is not necessarily 

criminal. We regret to find that in his jurisdiction, if the accused is acquit
ted, there can be 110 appeal against him. This is an importation from the 
civil law, (in which, however, the rule is not universal) which, under the 

olrl charges, finds no proper place in masonic law. He says further: 
" I thoroughly understand that the sole object of a masonic tria I is to deter

mine the truth of the guilt or innocence of the accused, and that the techni
cal rules of the law are not to be held applicable in all their severity. At 
the same time some of the principles underlying those rules are so in accord 
with justice that it would not be wise, nor within the spirit of Masonry to 
disregard them. It would seem to be a better practice in cases where a 
brother is charged with a crime, and legal proceedings have been begun, for 
the lodge to wait the conclusion of such proceedings. Then, if the accused 
has been adjudged gUilty in a court of law, the record of the court as to such 
guilt, properly certified, would be sufficient to warrant the lodge in proceed
ings against the brother for his masonic delinquency." 

We have already rliscussed this somewhat in an earlier part of this report. 
And he made the following rlecisions in reference to qualification of candi

dates: 
" The matter of physical defects shoulrl rest In the sound discretions of 

the particular lodge. The degree of the hardness of hearing must control. 
If the hearing of the applicant is so defective that he cannot hear a whisper 
without what is said being heard by others standing near, he should be 
rejected, not beeause of his misfortune but for the protection af the Order . 

• , With reference to the man with a stiff leg, it is clearly your duty to 
reject him. 

" While mental and moral qualifications are to be required in cases, these, 
where serious physical defects exist, should not be deemed sufficient. " 

The first one is new, but we think it comes within the proper rule. 
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The Grand Secretary, as usual, submits a very full report. We were 
greatly intere§t"ed in his report on the Library, but we must make the sug

gestion that the present condition of things already shows that ultimately 
the Grand Lodge will have to follow the example of the Grand Lodge of 

Utah, and give up the attempt to maintain a general Library. There ought 

to be public spirit enough in Fargo to accept the non-masonic books, etc. , 

and maintain a Public Library, as was done in Salt Lake City. If the Grand 

Lodge sustains a Masonic Library of the cbaracter of that under the charge 
of Bro. THouPsoN, it will have all that it ought to undertake to do in this 

direction. 

He had practically completed the Registry, though more yet remains to be 

done. 

This Grand Lodge has adopted a law, fining lodges whose returns were 

not made at the required tima ,unless they off~r a sufficient tlxcuse. One 
lodge was excused, but the Grand Lodge very decidedly refused to excuse 

others and let it be known that this provision of the law would be enforced. 

A proposition was received from the President of the Trustees of the 

Scottish Rite in that city, stating that it was the intention of the Trustees to 

erect a Masonic Temple a nd offtl r apartments, at the nominal rent of $1.00 a 

year, for the Grand Secretary and the library; the Grand Lodge to finish 
and furnish the rooms The Grand Lod6e accepted the proposition, and 

chose a committee to locate the apartments; but limit.ed the powers Of the 

committee to agreeing upon the location . It was said that the lot had been 

bought and paid for and it was expected that the building would be com .. 

pleted within two years, and possibly within one. During the session the 

work was exemplified. 

An attempt was made to adopt a regillation requiring of candidates ad

vanced to the degree of Master Mas)l1, to become pl'Oficient in the lectures 
of that degree, up to and including the obligMion. But the question arises, 

what should be done if the candidate fails to compl.v with the regulation? 
Some favored reporting their names to the Grand Secretary; others that 

they should not be allowed to vote or hold office; and others that they 

should be tr ied upon charges for unmasonic conduct: finally, the whole 

matter was laid upon the table, and very wisely, as we think. If the 

members have doubts whether a candidate will becom e p l'oficient, we thin k 
the better course is to let him severely alone. At any rate, we do not be

lieve that penal regulation would better the matter at all , but on the con

trary, would do a great deal of harm. 

There was no Report on Correspondence. 
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l'iOVA SCOTIA, 1898. 

The Grand Lo:1~e was opened, then, as nsual, formed a procession and 
marched to the St. John Church, where divine service was held and an elo· 

quent sermon preached by W. Bro. GEOnG~J HAS LAN, rector of the church, 

and W. Mastel' of Unity Lodge. 

An invitation to an excursion by steamer, during the afternoon, was ac

cepted, and the Grand Lodge met at eight· thirty in the evening. 

It met for the first time in Lunen berg, although fur over three-quarters 

of a century, a lodge, one of the oldest in the jurisdiction, had existed 

there. 
He bad made quite a large number of visitations, and we may say gener

ally, that they were all of great interest, and undoubtedly were of good ad

vantage to the craft. He had been present iu his official capacity at the 

dedication of the Mason ic Hall at Ottawa, an occasion long to be remem

bered. 

He gives an account of his official acts, none of which are of general in

terest. 
He states, th at while the financial condition of the Grand Lodge is not flour

ishing, it is satisfactory. He urges the Grand Lodge to provide for library 

accommodations to preserve the masonic books and docnm ellts, which he says 

now are not properly housed. He regards with favor, a closer union with 

the Maritime Provinces, but states that he sees no clear way, yet, to a prac

tical result in relation to an establishment of a masonic home for those 

provinces. He notices at length, the decree of the Grand Lodge of PerIl, 

and the action of the Grand Masters and Grand Lodges in this country, sus· 

taining that action fully, but as the obnoxious decree has since "been re

scinded, there is no occasion for more than this generall'eference to it. 

The .Junior Past Grand Master, who had acted in place of the Grand 

Master during his absence, made a brief report. 
The Grand Secretary in his report says: 

"Of the 62 lodges tha t were in existence last year, the number has yet 
cuntinued the sallie. Twelve lodges show no work during the whole 
year. and with dimits, missing, suspended for non-payment of dues, and 
deaths, the gradual weakening of those lodges may be plainly foreseen. 
There are nine of these lodges which remitted dues to Grand Lodge amount
ing only to $151.80. There is room here for improvement in new materia l 
and more energy on the part of Secretaries and other officers. The question 
may be asked, are the officers and Past Masters found in their places at 
each regular meeting? and their indifference will sao II show when the year' s 
work is summed up." 

Anti he found himself under the necessity of taking to task some of the 

Secretaries who had neglected to answer his letters. In spite of the adverse 

circumstances, there had been a net gaiu of forty-foul' in the hlool member
ship. The Committee on Finances report payments on account of the 
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principal of the debt, amounting to $1,500, leaving the mortgage indebted

ness, $13,500 . .... 
The District Deputies made full reportR; showing that they had been ac

tive in the performance of their official duties, and also showing that a few 

lodges had scarcely appreciated their duties in relation to the visitations by 

those officers; but on the whole, the reports show a very favorable condi

tion. 
The Committee on Revision 'of the Constitution reported progress and re

commended that the committee be continued, and it was so ordered. 

The Committee on the Home reported that they had come to the conclu

sion that it was impossible, at present, to cal'l'y out the idea of such a build

ing, and their report was accepted. 

The Report on Correspondence (17G pp.) was presented by Bros. T. V. 
BINGA)' and W. ERNEST THOMPSON. Each one puts his initials 'to his own 

review. They are largely of the abstract character and give an exceedingly 

good review of the transactions in other Jurisdictions. Bro. TlloM I'SON re

plies to Bro. GRACE, of Arkansas, in relation to attending divine service. 

Perhaps the average mason will hold that the true line is about half way 
between them. 

We fin(1 in the review of Georgia that Bro. WILI.IHI Ross, the efficient 

Grancl Secretary, had rendered assistance in the wri ti ng of the report and 

we find his initials to quite a number of the reviews. We thank Bro. 

BINGA y for his kind personal allusion to us. 

In his review of Maine he says: 

"The Proceedings of Nova Scotia for 1806 are fully reviewed. Attention 
is called to the ap'parent anomaly, that under the constitution of our Grand 
Lodgfl, provision is IlJade for the exercise of t he functions of Grand MaRLer, 
by the Junior I'ast Grand Master, in the temporary absence of both Grand 
Mllster and Deputy Grand Master, yet in a subordinate lodge in the absence 
of the i\Iaster and Wardens there is no provision for a J un ior Past Master 
presiding. ])oes Bro. Dl'1lmmond consider that such power shouhi be pos
sessed by a Junior Past Master? We have hitherto considered that modern 
masonic usage generally held that in the absence of both Master and Wardens 
the lodge could not be opened, the power of congregating resting only with 
the Master and Wardens." 

We think there is as much reason fOl' allowing the Junior Past Master 

present to preside in the lodge as there is in a llowing the Junior Past Grand 

Master to preside in, the Grand Lodge; the reason being precisely the same 

in both cases; and the law in both cases having been established at the same 

time. We understalld that the old rule still prevails in the Grand Lodge 

of England and in most of the Grand Lodges in the Dependellcic~ of the 

British Crown, as they follow the law of their Mother Grand Lodge; 

aUfI the surprise which we expressed in a previous report, grew out of the 

fact that apparently Nova Scotia alone had departed from that practice. 
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The law, to which we alluded, prevails in very many of the older Grand 

Lodges still, and in some of the younger ones; and we think that the argu
ment that it was the old la w, is a stronger one than our brother's suggestion 
that it is the practice now. We remark in addition, however, that where 
the practice has prevailed no bad results have ever followed, and the rule 
has frequently allowed a lodge to hold a meeting which otherwise could not 
have been held, although there was work to do, and a full number of breth

ren present to do it. 

Bro. BINGAY, in his review of Pennsylvania, says: 
"The Grand :Master is ' styled Right Worshipful, and his decisions when 

once given, become law, and are not subject to revision by any committee 
of the Grand Lodge. When he acts, he acts with author ity, is indisputable." 

We understand that the same rule prevailsin nearly all the jurisdictions. 
The dpcision is law in the case in which -it was given, but is submitted to the 
Grand Lodge, to determine whether the same rule shall continue to exist in 
the future. It is true that a very few Grand Lodges theoretically undertake 
to overturn a decision of the Grand Master, which has been made and acted 
upon, and we have never known a case in which the Grand Lodge did not, 
in some way or other, confirm what had been done by the Grand Master in 

the particular case. 

The Grand Secretary apologizes for unusual delay in the publication of 

the Proceedings, because, by the marriage and consequent absence of one of 
the Committee on Correspondence, and the failure of another member to do 
anything, he had been compelled to review the Proceedings of seVE-nteen 
Grand Lodges. He adds an apology for the manner in which he has done 
the work, but no one of his readers will discover a reason for such apology. 

OHIO, 1898. 

We have an almost speakin{llikeness of the retiring Grand Master, NELSON 

WILLlA~IS. 

The Grand Lodges of Kentucky and Missouri, being in session at the 
same time, the three exchanged telegraphic messages of greetings ancl good 
wishes. 

The Grand Master deiivered a long and able,address, referring to a vast 
number of matters that almost necessarily arise in such an immense juris
diction. We can refer to but a few of them . 

We quote the following, in rela tion to the District Lecturers, for the 
benefit of our District Dpputy Grand Masters, who perform the same duties 

in this state: 
"In this connection I desire to commend the work of the "f) i~trict Lec

turers collectively and indiVidually. Of the 500 lodges in the state, all but · 
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27 were visited and inspected. Of this number, 11 were in one district, and 
12 in another, so it will be seen how faithfully the work was done by the 
other Lecturers. In 19 of the nistricts every lodge was inspec ted. In one 
of the two districts mentioned, the Lecturer was appointed late; and this, I 
presume, to some extent prevented the visitation of all of the lodges in his 
district. In tlie other district the Lecturer wrote me a few days ago that he 
had bepn unable to get answers to his letters asking lodges to fix dates for 
his visits. If tbe go·on brotber had notified me six months ago that his 
letters were ignored, he wollid have had prompt answers thereto, or the 
Masters to whom he wrote would not be representing their lodges at this 
session of the Grand Lodge. The total cost of lodge visitations for the year 
was $ 1,202.21, and the average cost per lodge was $2.55. 

"The Lecturers bave not only performed their nuties as instructors in 
the ritual, but have carefully looked into the condition of the lodges visited, 
and have reported to me their condition, if, in their judgment, it was not 
what it should be, and have thus enabled me to suggest and recommend 
improvement, or nirect a change in the affairs of the lodge." 

By tbe burning of tbe Masonic Temple in Cincinnati, eight charters were 

destroyed. and we find in addition that seven ot.her halls in the state were 

bUrJ:ed during the year; but four of the lodges saved their charters. The 

following was once applicable in Maine. and it may be now, but we hope 
not: 

"Some of these lodges have had no insurance on their property, and the 
loss has been complete. Lodges should exercise the same business care in 
the management of their property that is exercised by careful and shrewd 
business men of to-day, amI one of the most important things to be looked 
after from a business standpoint is the insurance of lodge property. I trust 
that the lessons of the ypar just past may serve as a warning to lodges to 
place insurance, if they have none, on the property they own." 

He had issued one bundred and six dispensations during the year, and had 

declined to issue nearly as many Illore. He had in all cases absolutely rp

fused to g rant dispensations for authority to confer degrees in less than the 
time prescribed by tbe cone. In r elation to this he says: 

"These requests have been more numerous than of late years, and more 
urgent, because of the enlistment in the army of many petitioners, and of 
brethren who had only taken one or two degrees. I should glad ly have 
issued these dispensations had it been consistent with my understanding of 
the policy of this Grand Lodge. No landmark of our Order is more clearly 
established than the one which invests the Grand Maiter with the preroga
tive to grant such dispensations ; but for more than thirty years our Grand 
Masters, nearly all of whom are still living, have refused to grant them, 
because they bel ieved that hasty work was not for the bes t inte rests of the 
craft. With an abiding faith in the judgment of these distinguished breth
ren, I have made the rule inflexible." 

We are sorry to see that this old jurisdiction has yielded to the fad (for it 
is nothing else) of decrying the issue of these dispensations. It has been 

the fashion for Grand Masters to talk upon this subject, but no one of them 

has ever intimated that, so far as his own experience ann observation are 

concerned, any evil consequences have resulted. But it has been the 

fashion, and Grand Masters have followed it. We have already said con-



Correspondence-Ohio. 

siderable about this matt.er in this rpport, and we will only add here that 

the requirement of time between the conferring of the dpgrees is a modern 

idea; and a refusal to grant a dispensation in all cases, is a n ahsurd assump

tion that a human law can be ~o perfect that there can be no exception to 

it, and moreover, that all men are exactly equal ill their power to obtain a 

knowledge of the preceding degrees, and not only equal, but that it takes 

everyone just such a time, and that everyone in just that time can become 

proficient! 
He gives an account of a trial ag<Linst a brother charged with Illurdering 

another brother, in which he appointed a spechl proxy to preside. We would 

like to quote the whole of the report but ca.nnot do so, and will only observe, 

as showing the carelessness with which lodges act, that one dilllitted brother 

and two who had been suspended, were allowed to be present in the lodge 
at the trial and to vote. But the error was discovered imtllediately and the 

pres iding officer declared the action null and void, and ordered another vote 

after the two suspended brothers had been excluded from the hall. The 

resuit Vias the s~me, however, which was a verdict of "gnilty," and the ex

pulsion of the accused. The proxy closes his report as follows: 

" I charged the brethren not to publicly discuss the matte r with anybody 
outside of tbe Order, and urged them to endeavor to maintain peace and 
harlllony in the lodge. " 

We commend this to the attention of the brethren, for we are sorry to say 

that in some Jurisdictions the probability is, that the result would have been 

published either in tho next morning papers, or in the next issue of a 

" Masonic Paper." 
A brother who had been a District Lecturer was tried a nd suspended for 

disseminating twelve copies of the ritual, whose use had been forbidden by the 

Grand Lodge. 
He had arrested one charter all account of dissension in the lodge which 

had grown out of a masonic trial some years before. All work had been 

stopped and the usefu lness of the lodge was ev idently at an end, and it was 

one of those cases to which we have heretofore allllded in this report, in 

which a lodge found itself unable to perform the duties required of a lodge 

and so lost its charter. In the course of his report of this case the Grand 
Master says: 

"The secrecy of the ballot has ever been reVcognized and enforced in 
mationic lodges, a nd a brother's right to cast a black ball for cause has 
never been, and can never be questioned; but the brother who casts a black 
ban without cause commits almost as grave an offence against the frater
nity as he who fails to cast the black ba ll when there is sutficiimt cause." 

A full account is given of laying the corner stones of various public build~ 

ings, especially of that of a new Masonic Temple in Columbus." He also 

uedicated many halls and made many visitatioll.s, insta llin£ the officers of 
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lodges, and several times in Pllblic. He rendered several decisions, all of 

which were ~p,Pl'oved by tbe Grand Lodge. It was found, however, that the 

law of tbe Grand Lodge in relation tu physical qualifications had been mis

understood by the lodges. The law was: 

"A candidate for the degree of Entered Apprentice should be able, 
physically as well as intellectually, to receive and impart all the essentials 
for masonic recognition; and tbis the lodge may determine." 

But lodges understood that ' they were permitted to judge of the fit.l!ess of 

the candidate without any restriction, whicb, of course, was not the intention 

of the Grand Lodge. To make it plainer, tbe following resolution was 

adopted: 

"flesollw.l, That a candidate for the degree of Entered Apprentice should 
be able physically, as well as intellectually, of himself, and without exterior 
aid 01' assistance from another, to receive and impart all the essentials for 
masonic recognition; and the question as to his sufficiency in such respects 
is a subject presented to the lodge petitioned for its determination." 

This resolution illustrates the importance of a comma. If a comma were 

used after the word" aid" the meaning would exclude all artificial appli 

ances, spectacles among the rest; but as the resolution now reads it would 

seem to prohibit only" aid or assistance from an Jtber. " 

We believe that the adoption of this will not, and should not, prevent 

applications to the Gr:md Master for his advice or decision in this class of 

cases. They ought to be precisely like other cases in which the lodge has 

the duty and power to perforlll a certain act, but is uncertain as to wbether 

the performance of it in a particular case is in accordance with masonic law. 

He decided t.hat the Master of a lodge has no power, eitber express or 
inherent, to suspend an officer of the lodge from the functions of his office. 

It is held otherwise in many jurisdictions, and we think correctly. For 

instance, if a Secretary should come into the lodgc in such a condition that 

he could not perform the duties of his office, we should say that the Master 

has the power inherent in him to suspend him temporarily from the func

. tions of his office, being answerable, of course, to the Grand Lodge for any 

abuse of this power. 
Hc decided that the three lights may be tapers, gas jets, or electric bulbs. 

He made the following decision: 

"Held : That a subordinate lodge of this jurisdiction will not be permitted 
to receive and ballot upon the petition of an applicant residing in another 
Grand Jurisniction, who is physically disqualified under the l<tw of that 
jurisdiction to receive the degrees, although the waiver of jurisdiction and 
consent of the lodge within which the applicant resides accompanies the 
petition. The reception of sllch petition and action upon it might be con
strued as discourteous to the jurisdiction or the law or policy of a sister 
Grand Lodge. " 

This was approved . One of his prp,decessors made a sim ilar decision in 

relation to a rejected candidate, but the decision was reversed by the Grand 
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Lodge. We shall have hopes, therefore, that if the latter question goes 

again to the Grand Lodge it will be decided as this was. 

He was asked if the masonic funeral services could be held over the body 

of a mason in case of cremation, and as this is a coming question, we quotc 

the following: 

"t)ome nflighboring jurisdictions I;\nd some able masonic writers have 
taken a contrary view of the matter. My research was of necessity limited. 
as a reply was asked by wire, and the decision was given as my best judg
ment at the time. I am still satisfied as to the correctness of the decision. 
:Freemasonry is universal, and will survive the ages. It recognizes no man 
for his worldly wealth or honor. It questions no man as to his political be
lief or religious faith. If he recognizes the existence of a Supreme Beilli\', 
it takes him as he is, a living man, and requires of Lim no pledges as to the 
dispositiou of his body after death. Neither does it make any requirement 
relative thereto. It gives him the assurance that if he be in good standing 
at the time of his death, he is entitled to a masonic burial. And what is a 
masonic burial? In what does it consist? In nothing more than reading 
our funeral service over the body of a deceased brother, and dropping on 
his coffin the evergreen as an emblem of our faith in the immortality of the 
soul. And what is our funeral service, or ceremony? It is no part of Free
masonry. It is not mentioned in our Ancient Constitutions, and was not 
thought of until years after the revival of 1717. The ceremony has been 
given to us in order that we may, in a public and suitable manner, testify to 
ollr appreciation, as masons, of the character of the deceased brother, and 
pay his Illemory that respect to which it is entitled. And to do this, is it 
necessary that the body be actually deposite<l in the earth? We think not. 
Some of our most renowned men and masons are sleeping in sepulchers and 
mausoleums, somc above and some below1the surface of the earth , and yet 
no one has denied them a masonic burial. It is quite common to deposit 
the bodies of our fellow-men in vaults for weeks after death, and then pri
vately inter them. Is it possible that masonic brethren may not read their 
ceremony over those bodies before the doors of the vault are closed upon 
them, shutting them out from the gaze of the public forever! And if this 
may be done, why may we not pay our last tribute to the dead before the 
doors of a crematory close upon his body forever? If it be contended that 
the Hitnal of the Third Degree syrubolizes the literal burial of the body, Illay 
it not with equai force be claimed that it symbolizes the literal resurrection 
of the body, and yet no one seriously advocates this at the presen t time. 

H The body is placeci in the grave to moulder and decay and after lung 
years to dissolve into dust or ashes. By cremation the dissolution of the 
body, and the consumption of the gases, takes place at once. The end is 
the same-ashes! I do not want to be understood as favoring cremr.tion ; 
hut I believe there ' is no masonic law, or reason, which will prevent a 
masonic lodge from reading the funeral service over a body which is to be 
cremated. " 

The committee app~oved the decision but did' n,ot deem it necessary to 
endorse or disapprove the views which the Grand Master expressed. 

He devotes some four pa . es to clandestine lodges in that state and gives 

instances in which lodges in other jurisdictions had been deceived: He there

fore issued a circular g iving a list of the so-called lodges so far as he knew. 

It is not necessary to give the list, but we advise that in the case of vis-
'-" 

itors from Ohio, unless they are properly vouched for by a competent 
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voncher, the written evidence which the masonic law prov ides for should be 

required before they are examined. Alld in visiting lodges in Ohio, unless 

it is a well-known lodge, visitors ought to ask to see, and see, the char ter, 

before submit~ing to exami nation. We regret that this is so, but we believe 

that this fraud is on its wane and will in the neal' future cease to ex ist. 

Two petitions for restoration from parties connected with this illpgal ~r
ganization, were presented . • One of them was from the first Grand :vIaster 

of the so-called Grand_Lodge, and is as follows: 

" I hereby respectfully petition the Grand Lodge to restore me to good 
standing in the Order, I having been expelled by the Grand Lodge at its 
session in 18\!1, because of the part I, as Master of New England Lodge, 
No.4, F. and A. M., took in the withdrawal of New England Lodge from 
the Grand Lodge, and because of my connection with the so-called Grand 
Lodge A. F. and A. M. of Ohio. I hereby renoun ce my connection with 
each and all bodies which have been declared clandestine by the Granel 
Lodge, of which Nelson Williams is at present the Most Worshipful Gralld 
Master, and promise obedience to the laws of the last named Grand Lodge." 

In both cases the parties had been legally made masons and their petition 

was granted. The committee expressly say that their recommendation was 

based upon the fact that they were originally regular masons, and that no 

person who was Dot such could become a mason save in the regular way, and 

the clandestine members of these organ izations could never be recognized 
until they had been made according to masonic law. 

The Grand Secretal'y reports on hand a very large number of Proceedings 

of some of the years, and he an vises that all over two hundred copies of 

each year be sold to paper dealers; say ing that that would leave a suftic iellt 

supply for fifty years at least. He says further that it would be necessary, 

at a comparatively early date, to bring the reprint from 1857 down to 1870. 

Upon tbe Report of the Committee on Correspondence, the Grand Orient 

of Belgium was recognized. 

The Grand Lodge had before it the unhappy case of a brother, the Master 

of a lodge, presenting himself to the GI'and Lodge in session in an intoxi

cated condition. The matter was referred to a coallnittee, which found the 

facts to be as stated, and reported the same back to the Grand Lodge. It 

appeared that there were some exten uating c ircumstances. The Grand Lndge 
imposed no further penalty than resolving that the brother forfeit his mileage 

and per diem and be denied the right to sit in the Grand Lodge durillg the 

session. This precise method of proceeding was followed in Maine in a 

similar case. 

The Grand Secretary or the printer makes a cm'ious error in announcing 

that Bro. REUBEN C. LEMMON, "the I'lL Ex-General Grand High Priest of 

the Genel'al Gl'and Chapter, " was intwduced. Inasmu.ch as Companion 
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LEMMON holds the omce now, the hyphen, instead of a period, .makes quite 
a difference! 

The Grand Lodge appropriated $6,000 for the Masonic Home. 
A large amount of other routine business was performed, but we have 

already exceeded the space which we, in our mind, had allotted. 
The Report all Correspondence (pp. 274) was presented by Bro. WILLIAM 

M. CUNNINGIlAM. As heretofore, it is an exceerlingly carefully prepared 
abstract of the Proceedings reviewed, with comments and discussions which 
are of even greater value and interest. He includes in it a letter from Ero. 
WILLIAM J. II UGlIAN. One of the points in this letter is a reference to the 
wearing of masonic clothing by the masons in procession as early as 1708, 
which Wfl commend to the attention of our brethren in Pennsylvania. Bro. 
IIUGIfAN says further: 

" The Book of Constitutions, t 738 (England) was as regular and as author
ized, until superseded, as was its predecessor, from 1723 to 1738, and its 
successor, from 1756 to 1767, and so also the issue of a new title·page of 
1746, else being quite the same as 1738." 

We have the edition with the title page in 1746. 

Bro. C. also devotes a couple of pages to" Symbology," and then enters 
upon his report proper. Of course, it will be impossible to do more than to 
notice a few of the matters which we have noted. 

In Ohio, masons are expelled for non-payment of dues, but referring to 
the expUlsion of sixty:five members in another jurisdiction for this cause, 
Bro. CUNNINGHA~1 well says: 

" Expulsion for non-payment of dues is, in the opinion of your committee, 
a traves ty upon masonic justice, and is a disregard of every principle of 
Brotherhood; and we regret that our own jurisdiction has a law that permits 
the infliction of this penalty. 

"Sixty-five presumably impecunious brethren, only, so far as reported, 
culpable in the mere matter of delinquency in their payment of duesl a local 
contract with their own lodge and Grand Lodge only, that has nothing to do 
with the great Fraternity of Freemasons, receiving the same punishment, 
and classed in the same list with malefactors and lowest grade of criminals. 
Upon his first adm ission to the fraternity there was no i.ntimation to the 
initiate that Impecuniosity was a capital crime, or that a money contract 
with the body of which he was becoming a member was implied in his 
agreement to comply with the rules and regulations of the Order, and upon 
the failure of his compliance therewith he would be expelled. And yet for 
this offence capita.! punishment is inflicted, and the poor brother is declared 
masonically dead to his lodge, dead- within the jurisdiction of his Grand 
Lodge! and i)J;;Ai) to the craft throughout the worldl! Is it not time that 
this remnant of a barbarous age, a law with its parallel only in the Blue 
Laws, that punished witchcraft or the theft of a sheep with · dBath, should 
be expunged from our laws? 

"The punishment to be inflicted upon those able to pay dnes, but who 
neglect or refuRe to do so, should be that of snspension or exclue.ion from 
lodge membership or striking trom the roll, and, in extrem cases only, 
suspension or exclusion from all of the privileges of masonry, and then 

App. 31 G. L. 
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subjec~ ~o proper and fraternal restrictions in the regulations for res~oration 
therefrom . .. 0.-

" Whils~ the writer does not wish to be nnderstood as in any manner defend
ing or desiring to shield from punishment tile willful refusal of a brother who 
is known to be absolutely able to contrihute his proportion of the legitimale 
expenses of the lodge to which he belongs, it is also proper to ask, in the 
same connection, whether any expenditures outside of necessary lodge ex
penses, such as entertainments, masonic buildings or temples, or stock 
therein, and all other like matters that legitimately belong to that class of 
expenses that should properlY be placed under the head of voluntary con
tributions, should eve,- be allowed by ei~her a Subordinate or Grand Lodge 
to be incorporated in the necessary annual dues, for which each member is 
amenable to discipline for its non-payment." 

It has always seemed to us not only absurd, bu~ as monstrous, tha~ what 
is at the most a refusal to perform a masonic duty should practically be held 
to be as great a masonic offence as the worst affirmative violation of masonic 
obligation. There seems to us to be a marked difference between a neglec~ 
or refusal to perform a masonic duty, and an actual violation of masonic 
law, especially a duty measured by dollars. 

Replying to a brother who was quite unduly excited in rela~ion ~o the use 
of ciphers, he says: 

"Although, as often here~ofore mentioned, personally neither approving, 
advocating, or encouraging the use of such helps, yet, in view of the well
known fact that the statement that the work of every Grand Jurisdiction is 
not only surreptitous!y published for gain, but is hought and used therein, 
has never been successfully deniccl. or disproven, is a sufficient reason for the 
writer's declining ~o pass judgment upon those who hold diffcrent views 
from his own upon the question, and who have an equal right to make their 
own conscientious construction of masonic restrictions : otherwise, he might 
be considered" unco guid," and, whilst straining at an official gnat, swal
lowing the illegitimate camel." 

Here, again, he " hits the nail on the head." 

Of these reports he says: 

"In this connection, in regard to Reports on Foreign Correspondence, 
those that the general reader, perhaps, may regard as the must difficult, are 
in reality the most easily written. This is especially the case in those Top
ical Reports ill which the scissors play the most important part. The dif
ferent styleH of synoptical reports, and summaries of Proceedings, it is 
needless to say, are not any more difficult because of ~he absence of quota
tions therein. The (lifferen~ lllp. tbods vary the lllonotonous character of the 
reports, and either method may be made as difficult of preparation a.s their 
writer may elect. " . 

Referring to the making of a mason at sight by the Grand Master of 
Nebraska, he quotes the order of the Grand Lodge and says that it was 
without sufficient warrant. He adds that this prerogative of the Grand 
Master is recognized in the Constitution of his Grand Lodge as a legal 
right, "aR it should be." 

Referring to the "knocks," he concurs with us tbat they" are in the 
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lIature of orders, and, therefore, should commence with the Master, then in 
the West , and last in the Sonth." 

We regard his opinion in a matter of this kind as entitled to the greatest 
weight, as in the preparation of Monitors he has had occasion to examine 
such qnestions very fully. 

In his review of Washington he says: 
" As may be noted, it is much to be regretted that, throughout his papers, 

our' It W. Brother seems to delight in posing as the disinterested defender 
of chuldestineism, Cerneauism, the preten(led claims of bogus masons, the ad
vocacy of the claim of the so-called negro masons and negro lodges of the 
Un ited ~tates to masonic recognition, and the denial of Grand Lodge sov
e:-ignty and its supremacy in anyone jurisdiction. It is, therefore, not a 
matte r of surprise that the so-called Grand Master of the bogus masons in 
Ohio, prominent also in other Cernean bodies, should quote him as their 
champion. As Bro. Bpton is also said to have beena contributor, however, 
to the late so-called official Cerneau publication in New York, it would be 
reasonable to infer that he is, himself, the possessor of their so-called 
de"rees 

~'In 'his reference to Ohio, he compliments the writer, by courteously 
saying that his review of Washington 'is an intelligent and appreciative 
review,' and, further, fraternally says of the comments of the writer upon 
his (Bro. Upton's) previous reports, that, 'as, with all his severity, he 
writes like a gentleman and a mason, we take no exception to what he 
says,' for which our acknowledgments are herewith extended . 

"In the report of Bro. Upton for current year we find no reason for 
cbanging the opinion expressed by the writer in his review of last year, 
other than than that, perhaps, its egotism, sophistry, and discourteolls ex
pressions seem to the writer to be even more pronounced than heretofore, as 
way be note,} in his unwarranted and ex parte statements concerning the 
action of this Grand Lodge and the courts of Ohio against Cerneauism . 

.. A Ilhough he Rays of himself, that 'whateve.r other errors we fall into, 
we rarely comlllit that one-of not making sure of our facts hefore we reach 
a conclusion. We served twenty years' apprenticeship in learning exactness 
in a school compareel with which law and mathematics are but restjul recrea
tiuns and janC'ijul uncertainties! ' " 

The italics are by the Ohio committee, and we will only add that, measured 
by results, what an awful waste of time this was! 

In his conclusion he says: 
" The writer intended to submit a further report in relation to Mexican 

Freemasonry, but circumstances have prevented; although his favorable 
views of La Grand Dieta Symbolica of Mexico are unchanged, and he believes 
that that Grand Body is honestly striving to place itself on a strictly masonic 
fooLin g, yet he cannot see tile necessity for any haste whatever in its formal 
recognition by this Grand Lodge, and therefore, as yet, submits no recom
wendation in that connection. 

"The Grand Lodge of Washington having; in an untimely manner, 
brought up "he subject of the recognition of the colored lodges of the United 
~tate~, and by its action thrust its consideration upon the other Grand 
Lodges, is an element of discord that will require patience and. forbearance 
ill its trea tment upon the part of all other Grand Lodges. From advance 
sheets of the annual address of the Grand Master of Masons in Kentncky, 
the writer learns that, his inferences and conclusions, submitted in the 
review herein of the Proceedings of the M. W. Grand Lodge oL-Washington 
in that connection, are correct." 
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OKLAHOMA, 1898. 

The frontispiece is a portrait of the retiring Grand Master, ALBKRT W. 
FISHER. 

He had held one special communication to constitute a lodge and dedicate 
its hall. The Grand Master, in his address, calls attention to the fact, so 
tittle appreciated, that it is t~e little things done ill the present that make 
its history, saying it especially applies to what is done in the lodge; and 
he adds: 

" Our great Fraternity seems to little understand how vitally it is con
cerned in building higher and loftier standards of manhood. many are so 
absorbed in the ritual they forget the great mission and work of the craft, 
forget, that though the world takes no part in our work, it watches us with 
jealous eyes to either praise or censure, and that action of the world consti
tutes an important part in the formation of many a man's character, who, 
perhaps, never sees the inside of a lodge room. Then let us see to it, breth
ren, that the things we do to-day, the history of the future, that which affects 
the lives of men after we are dead and gone, are such that they influence 
the world for good, and that those who, in after years, may read this page 
of our hilltory, will say we have been of some benefit to the world as well as 
the craft. " 

From what we see of the addresses of Grand Masters, we are of the 
opinion that it is a fact that attention to the ritual has been carried to such 
an extreme that other matters, quite important, have been neglected, aud 
that this state of things exists very generally. 

He decided that a lodge u. D. has no right to receive an application to 
confer the second and third degrees upon an E. A. This is not law in M~ine 
nor in a good many other jurisdictions, and the decision probably depends 
upon the language of the Constitution of this Grand Lodge. 

·Other decisions were based upon local law, and are not of general im
portance. 

He states that the condition of the lodges, with one exception, is good; 
but he found one lodge defunct, without members enough to hold a meet
ing, and he thereupon suspended the charter. 

The report of the Grand Lecturer shows that a good degree of interest 
prevails in the work, and the officers are generally proficient. He objects 
very strongly to the granting of a charter until the lodge has worked for a 
time under dispensation. We cannot exactly see what difference this fact 
makes, for it would seem to be just as natural to get" mixed" when start
ing under dispensation as when starting under a charter. He does say, 
however, that after a ludge gets its charter it is not so eager to get the cor
rect work as when it is working under dispensation. 

We should be greatly disposed to vote against granting a charter to breth
ren of whom this could be truthfully said. 

The resolutions of our Grand Lodge in relation to rejected candidates wez'e 
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reC'eiv!ld, spTead upon the record, and referred to the Committee on Law and 
Usage; but we do not find that any report was made. 

The edict of Grand Master SUTHERLAND, of New York, in relation to the 
Grand Lodge of Peru was read, and by a unanimous vote, the Grand Lodge 
concurred, ordered the letter to be spread in full upon the records, and the 
Grand Lodge of New York notified of this action. 

The Grand Lodge adopted a resolution that the Territory should be 
divided into four districts for visitation by the Grand Officers, whose ex
penses were to be paid by the Grand Lodge. 

A large amount of routine business was transacted, and some amend
ments to the constitution adopted. 

There is no Report on Correspondence, bllt the committee were instructed 
to prepare a report which should be printec] with the proceedings of ]899. 

After the Grand Lodge closed a banquet followed, with speeches, which 
evidently were of great interest. 

OREGON, 1898. 

These Proceedings have for a frontispiece, the portrait of the retiring 
Grand Master, WIT~LIU{ H. 'HOBSON, and a brief biographical sketch is also 
given. 

He made quite a number of decisions, from one of which we infer that 
candidates must actually live (not technically reside) within the jurisdiction 
of the lodge one year immediately preceding the presentation of the peti
tion. We, in Maine, have a somewhat similar law, and we were not aware 
that it exists in any other jurisdiction. 

He announces that he had been obliged, on account of ill feeling of a per
sonal character existing among the brothers of the lodge, to suspend a 
charter; and the Grand Lodge approved his action, and revoked it. 

In two other cases charters had been surrendered. 
He gives the report of the Grand Lecturer, who says that in most cases 

officers of lodges are busy men and can spare but little of their time from 
business, but all were willing to learn the adopted work so far as they could 
without neglecting their avocations. He thinks it .would be very desirable 
to assemble officers of contiguous lodges for instruction, but he is of the 
opinion that that cannot be done; probably"on account of the distance of 
the 10Jges from each other. Most of the lodges are in a prosperous con
dition, though a few were retrograding. He thinks that ,if the brethren 
would take pains to read the Digest and Standing Resoluti'ons, much trouble 
would be obiviated in settling many vexed qnestions which arise in some of 
the lodges. --The Grand Master had found that the office was a laborious one, involv-
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ing the writing of a great many letters; but to him" it was more of pleasure 
than of labor,.' as is evident from the zeal and fid elity with which he dis
charged his duties. 

The Grand Lodge received a touching letter of thanks from the widow of 
Berryman Jennings, in acknowledgment of the reverent courtesy shown to 
the memory of her deceased husband, by the erection of a monum ent to his 

memory in Greenwood Cemetery. 
The Grand Secretary complains that lodges fail to make their returns 

within the time fixed, 80- that it is impossible for him to complete the sta
tistics and give the Grand Master the information which he req uires for his 
address. He says that his predecessors have, for ten years, called the at
tention of the Graud Lodge to this fact, but no improvement has been made 
and the Grand Secretary is powerless to remedy the evil; and suggests that 
the remedy lies in the lodges themselves. We think that if Bro. ]{O BI NSON 

waits for the lodges to remedy it, he will wait a good while, for among all the 
Secretaries, there will almost always be found a few who require" punching" 
to enable them to perform their duties in seasoll. In nearly all of the 
jurisdictions, the Grand Lodge has taken measures which have produced 
good results, and after a time lodges will not elect Secretaries who neglec t 
this duty. 

The following resclution was adopted: 
. "Resolved, That all resolutions offered during this session of the Grand 
Lodge be referred to the appropriate committee, if one exists, and if not, 
then to a special committee of three to be appointed by the Grand Master. 
There shall be no d iscussion of the subject-matter of such resolution prior 
to the report of such committee." 

This is very sweeping in its terms, and while it was partially followed dur
ing the session, it was disregarded in many cases a nd the resolution was in
terpreted rather according to its general intention than according to its 
language. 

The necessa.ry number of brethren presented the following preamble and 
resolution: 

"Whereas, There is a great lack of uniformity in the Inws of the several 
Grand Jurisdictions as to the effect of the rejection of an applicant for th e 
degrees in Masonry, and 

.. Whereas, Steps have already been taken hy some of the sister jurisdic
tions looking towards the enactment of laws, rules and regulMions which 
shall have the effect to harmonize existing differences in the scveral jurisdic
tions; therefore, be it 

"Resolved, That Section 3 of Article XII of the Constitution of the Grand 
Lodge, A. F. & A. M. , of Oregon, be amended so to read as follows: 

"SEC. 3. That the effect of a rejection of an applicant for the degrees 
shall be limited tQ five years, and that during thaI time the applicant shall 
be allowed to petition only the lodge which rejected him, or another lodge 
with the consent of that lodge; or such consent of officers and members of 
that looge as may be prescribed by the Grand Lodge of the jurisdiction in 
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which the rejection occurred: Provided, however, that an applicant who 
has been rejected cannot a'pply again for the degrees until the expiration of 
six months from such rejection." 

It was referred to the Committee on Jurisprudence, who afterwards re
ported as follows: 

" We have carefully considered the matter, and find that said proposed 
amendment originated in Maine, th at grand aid state which has been said 
to produce granite and men, and which certainly produces grand and true 
masons; its tendency will be to produce a better understanding among the 
different jllrisdicLions and more harmony in the craft. We therefore rec
ommend its adoption." 

As in Maine, proposed amendmer ts, under the rules, lie over until the 
next session. 

The Grand Orator, W. T. WILLIAMSON, delivered a very learned address, 
containing much of int.erest for the masonic stndent. 

A committee was appointed to confer with a committee to be appointed 
by the Order of the Eastern Star, to confer upon the question of a Masonic 
Home. 

The Committee on Jurispl'lldence, to which, at the previous session, the 
Wisconsin plan of relief was referred , reported as follows, and the report 
was adopted : 

"1. That every mason is under equal obligations to relieve the distress 
of a worthy brother according tu his necessity and his own ability to con
tribute. 

" 2. That the right of a distressed worthy brother to claim relief grows 
out of the fact of his being a mason and not out of the fact of his having 
contributed to the funds of any particular lodge. 

"3. That the association of masons for the purpose of forming and 
maintaining lodges in no manner relieves them from their individual chari·· 
table obligations, and that when th ey act as a lodge, their duty, and, there
fore, that of the lodge, is precisely the same a8 that of an individual mason. 
That masonic relief is never purchased 01' sold; therefore never creates a 
debt. " 

The following resolution was adopted, an,l an able committee appointed 
in accordance with it : 

"Resf)lved. That the subject of a degree for elected Masters of lodges be 
referred to a special committee of five, to report at our next annual com
mUllication. " 

The Committee on Records of Lodges submitted a report, from which 
we take the following: 

" We find that, while in most cases the records are neatly kept, only a 
few strictly conform to the prescribed form. Some records ' d ipclose the 
names of Investigating Committees; one record does not show the minutes 
approved by the lodge; others lack the approval of the Worshipful Master. 
These and other minor irregularities we have noted in the sevetal minute 
books, calling the attention of Secretaries to the defects." --
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The Committee on Jurisprudence also presented a report pr()hibiting the 
use of the te!,~" honorary member" in that Grand Jurisdiction, and ordered 
lodges having honorary members on their rolls to drop them at once. 

On account of the financial condition of the Grand Lodge, the provision 
for the salary of the Grand Lecturer was repealed, and it was voted that the 
lodges, which require his services, shall pay his expenses and reasonable com
pensation. 

A committee was appointeCt to solicit subscriptions for the semi-centenllial 
celebration of the Grand Lodge. 

The Report on Correspondence (pp. 176) was presented by Bro. ROBERT 

CLOW. It is a splendid abstract of the Proceedings, accompanied as usual 
by well· considered comments. In his review of Californ ia he says: 

"The idea of establishing a Supreme Grand Lodge for the United States, 
it would seem, has not been abandoned. It has some promoters in the 
councils of our neighbors on the South, who secu red the introduction of a 
resolution proposing to raise a committee of three to confer with all other 
Grand Jurisdictions with a view to securing the establishment of such a 
body, to hold triennial meetiilgs to promote uniformity of work. Uniform
ity forsooth! There is not a Grand Lodge in the United States that has 
been able, after years of effort, to secure uniformity within its territorial 
limits. This being true, the folly of attempting it on a larger scale, it seems 
to us should be apparent to the most superficial observer." 

We suspect that the brethren of many jurisdictions, including Maine, will 
take issue with ilim upon the last statements. He differs from the Grand 
Master ' whose remarks we have quoted in relation to the performap.ce of the 
masonic funeral service in case of cremation: 

" He thinks the masonic funeral service may be performed over the cre
mated remains of a deceased mason. We cann ot agree t o that. We are 
not yet quite ready to eliminate from the service the ceremony of deposit
ing the apron and the emblem of immortality, with all it conveys to the 
thoughtful and intelligent mason." 

In rep;ard to the Gran Dieta of Mexico, he thinks recognition should be 
delayed until the reforms have been enforced and cheerfully acquiesced 
in. He dissents from the legislation of Iowa, which we also have cr iticised, 
in relation to the tmatment of non-affiliates. 

In his review of Maine he says : 
" He strongly urges upon District Deputy Grand Masters the importance 

of visiting the smaller lodges, and if it be necessary to omit any visitations 
let it be those of the larger and more prosperous lodges. This was good advice 
and might be followed by the Grand Mastel' with good results in one juris
diction we have in one mind. Nothing so stimulates and infuses new li fe 
iuto a small lodge as an occasional visit from the Grand Master." 

He thinks, as we do, that if every Grand Lodge would give the effect to a 
rejection that is given to it in the jurisdiction in which it is made, there 
would be no cause for dissension among the Grand Lodges on this account. 

At the same time, in this country, where men are so frequently changing 
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their residences, we believe that it is wise for the Grand Lodges holding to 
perpetual jurisdiction to make concessions upon this point. 

In his conclusion he says: 
"The Wisconsin plan of relief has been before nearly every Grand Lodge 

with which we are in correspondence, either in the original or modified form, 
but the consensus of opinion has been so overwbelming against it that there 
is little danger of its general adoption." 

He also states the correct doctrine in regard to the Grand Lodge of Peru, 

but we do not quote it, for that question has been settled, and we bope per

manently. 

PENNSYLVANIA, 1898. 

We have the cut of the Masonic Temple, now usually given as a frontis

piece, and fine steel plate portraits of ANTHONY BOURNOUVILLE, Grand 

Master in 1852-1853; of JAMES HUTCIiINSON, Grand Master in 1854- 1855 ; 
and WJLLlAM A. SJNN, Grand Secretary since 189fJ 

Permission was granted in two instances for a lodge to receive from --

"a second request for permission to present a third petition." We infer that 

this refers to candidates twice rejected, and that such are not allowed to 

apply th.e third time without the special permission of the Grand Lodge. 
We note that seventy-five hundred copies of the Proceedings are published, 

at a cost of :ti3.03 a page, which includes the binding of one hundred copies 

in half morocco. We are inclined to think that this is tbe largest number 

published by any Grand Lodge. It is .only Rince 1850, that this Grand 

Lodge commenced publishing its Proceedings annually, and when we con

trast this magnificent volume with those we used to see in ollr early masouic 

life, we are struck with the progre~s that has been made in diffusing masonic 

light to the craft. 
A letter from the (,rand Mastbr of Sweden was read. 

A Grand Lodge of Emergency was held March 30, 1898, with thirty

three lodges represented, for the purpose of making (by virtue of the pres

ence of the Grand Master) masons at sight, and accordingly the three degrees 

were conferred separately on JOSEPH KI1AUSKOPF, JOHN WANAMAKER and 

JOliN L. KINSEY. 
The Grand Lodge of New Zealand was recognjzed upon the following 

report presented Past G. ~aster ARNOLD : 

"The Committee on Correspondence, to whom was referred the subject 
of the recognition of the Grand Lodge of New Zealand, re,;pectfully report 
that they have given the matter due consideration, and find that the Grand 
Lodge of New Zealand has been in existence since the year 1889. It is com
posed of a majority of the lodges ex isting in that territory, and is now 
supreme and sovereign there; no other Grand Lodge will or cau.-Iawfully 
warrant a new lodge there, and if any lodges which were warranted before 
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tbe formation of the Grand Lodge of.New Zealand, refu se to submit to its 
authority, thnt is no reason why it should not be recognized. The same 
conditions have occurred before in the formation of Grand Lor\ges, but they 
have not prevented the recognition of a Grand Lodge when duly formed by 
a majority of the lodges within its territory ." 

We are very glad to see this, for this Grand Lodge has sometimes bereto
fore refused to grant recognition, on the ground that the new Grand Lodge 
had not secured the adhesion of all the lodges in its territory. 

The report of a spe~ial cO!llmittee appointed by the Grand Lodge to try 
charges against a hrother is given in full (except the names), and it is inter
esting as showing the method of procedure in such cases. The committee, 
organized by the choice of chairman and secretary, fixed a t.ime and place 
fn the hearing and ordered the parties and witnesses to be uotified accord
ingly. At the hearing, the counsel for the accused excepted to the suffi
ciency of the charges, but t he exceptions were overruled, and the accllsed 
pleaded not gUilty. We remark, in passing, that pres~mably the Grand 
Lodge considered the sufficiency of the charges before the committee was 
appointed . Part of the testimony was heard, and then, upon the suggestion 
thfLt all the other witnesses resided in another place, an adjournment was 
made to the masonic hall in that place, where at th e time fixed the hear
ing was resumed. Further testimony was taken: one witness was excused 
from testifying because he had been, all through, private counsel for the ac
cused; of course, if he was a lawyer, no other decision could have been 
lawfully reached by the committee. Three profanes declined to testify, and 
of course the committee could not compel them to do so. The witnesses 
were examined and cross-examined, and the testimony of all was taken by 
a stenographer. Th e very widest latitude was allowed, "so as to get all the 
facts in the possession of the witnesses." 

At the next meeting of the committee none of th e parties were present, 
and the committee went into executive session and considered the case, and 
came to the conclusion that the evidence wholly failed to support the charges, 
and so reported without calling upon the accused for his defence. 

We believe that this method of trying charges for nnmasonic conduct is 
the coming method, and we commend this to the attention of the brethren. 
Upon only one point will there he any difference of opinion, and that is the 

latitude given in the scope of the testimony. In Maine, "hearsay evidence" 
is excluded by our Constitution; but, as a mle, we believe that the admissi
bility of testimony should be left to the discretion of the committee or 
commission. 

Another thing is suggested by this case; that as we cannot compel profanes 
to testify, masonic trials Illust often fail to get at the truth; in this very 
case, it Illay be that if the profanes had testified, the result would have been 
different: in fact, it would seem that if the testimony of these witnesses 
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would not have prejudiced the accused, they would have been willing and 

even anxious to testify. That this is a serious defect in masonic trials goes 
without saying. Dut practically it is not of so much consequence as appears 
at first sight. If the offence is a crime against the civil law, the judgment 
of the court supplies what is wanting. In Pennsylvania, we believe, though 

we are not sure, the Grand Lodge acts upon that judgment as conclusive 
without any hearing: in other jurisdictions, it is conclusive evidence upon a 
hearing on charges; in others, and much the largest proportion, it is evi
dence, and sufficient evidence, unless rebutted, to require a convictio.n; in 
New Hampshire, alone, so far as we remember, it is not received as evi
dence.· We regard the fact that profanes cannot be compelled to testify as 

a conclusive reason for the admission of snch a judgment as prima facie 

evidence, Bubject to be controlled by other testimony. 
The Grand Lodge had lately received a legacy of nearly $10,000 from the 

estate of Bro. STEPHEN TAYLoR, of whom an interesting account is given. 
He died in 1877, but his bequest did not become operative till the death of 

his wife, which happened in 1897. 
Dro. THOMAS R. PATTON, having serv~d twenty-five years as Grand 

Treasurer, the Grand Lodge adopted resolutions of thanks for this long and 
faithful services and recognizing his "munificent generosity" in present
ing to the Grand Lodge the Memorial Charity Fund. And twenty-five of 
his associates presented to him a magnificent "loving cup." 

We find the decision of the Grand Lodge upon an able report by Dro. 
GEORGE W. GuTHRIE, which illustrates the propriety ami even necessity of 
recognizing the judgments of our courts. 

The appellant was charged with "gross unmasonic conduct, "the specifi
cation being that he had been indicted, tried and convicted on a charge of 
conspiracy to cheat and defraud. The facts were that he was so tried and 
convicted, but before the day fixed for sentence, "he made a settlement 
with the prosecutors and paid the costs, and was thereupon discharged from 
custody, without the imposition of any sentence." 

The Trial Committee reported that the charge he dismissed, but the 
report was rejected by the lodge and a resolution was passed, finding him 
guilty as set forth in the charge and expelling him from Masonry. He 
appealed: the committee report that the proceedings were regular, appar
ently confirming our understanding that in cases of conviction by courts, 
the lodge acts by resolution, without any hearing upon the question whether 
he was actually guilty as found by the court. Dut the committee says: 

"And in his lodge his brethren, notwithstanding the report of the Trial 
Committee, found that, acting as he had, he was guilty of 'gross unmasonic 
conduct.' 

"Just what the term 'gross unmasonic conduct' includes, just what acts 
take a man out of 'the tongue of good masonic report,' has never been and 
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probably never will be finally cl.ecided. Certainly it means something more 
than a vigl<ttion of the' obligation of a mason,' for that is wade the subject 
of a specific charge; and just as certainly it does not meal! mere' business 
disputes' between brethren, for the Grand Lodge has frequently held that 
it will not take cogn izance of such disputes. 

" In the present case it appears that the brethren of the appellant, the 
members of his lodge, after a fair and regular trial, found that in their 
opinion his conduct was 'unmasonic,' was' unbecoming a mason.' Why 
should the Grand Lodge undertake to reverse their findings, and compel 
them to receive in their lodge and advance to the degree of a Master Mason 
a man con vic ted of a serious crime, one in vol ving dishonesty and over· 
reaching, for which he might and probably would have been sentenced to 
pay a fine and undergo imprisonment had he not given up everything which 
he had gained uy the transaction complained of and paid the costs of prose· 
cution, including the fees of the prosecutors' attorneys. 

" The fact that because of this no sentence was imposed by the court does 
not change the character of the offence with which the appellant was charged; 
nor did it excuse him in the opinion of his brethren, and the committee sees 
no reason to differ from them. 

"A brother convicted of a criminal misdemeanor, on evidence which, in 
the opinion of the members of his lodge, was sufficient to jnstify the verdict, 
even though not sentenced, cannot be considered' under the tongue of good 
masonic report.' A course of conduct which brings a brother within the 
condemnation of the criminal law of the Commonwealth, even though it is 
a part of a so-called 'business transaction,' is 'gross unmasonic conduct, ' 
and' conduct unbecoming a mason.' " 

This leaves us in doubt as to whether the 10cIge went into the evidence 
upon which the verdict was rendered: but we fully concur with the com

mittee that the fact, that he was not sentenqed, should not affect the . conse

quences of the conviction and that the Grand Lodge properly confirmed the 

action of the lodge. If the accused had demanded a trial upon the question 

of his actual guilt, instead of upon the question of his conviction by the 

court, we should have held, that in accordance with the general practice, he 

should have been so tried, and thus had all opportunity of showing, if be 
could, that the evidence was not" sufficient to justify the verdict." 

The Committee on Correspondence made an able report in relation to the ' 

actioll of the Grand Lodge of Washington, but in view of the repeal of that 

action, we limit our extracts to two: 

"It may be stated as a sound masonic maxim that a Grand Lodge which 
recognizes and fraternizes with a clandestine lodge or its members thereby 
makes itself clandesr,ine. " 

* * * * * ~ * * * 
" The Grand Master of Washington asserts that their action in this matter 

is a matter of ' internal affairs' and' private judgment,' and so it is. But 
it is also a matter of external or foreign concern in its effect upon other 
Grand Lodges when it trenches upon their jurisdiction an(1 authority. The 
Grand Lodge of Washington must recognize and fraternize with either one 
or the other of the Grand Lod,' es in this jurisdiction, but it cannot main
tain fraternal relations with both. Having recognized a Grand Lodge in 
this jurisdiction which is clandestine, it has given us cause of complaint 
which our self-respect compels us to notice and govern ourselves accord
ingly. " 
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The Grand Lodge unanimously approved the report and adopted tlle rec

ommendation-

"Thilt fraternal relations with the Grand Lodge of Washin gton be sus
pended until that Grand Lodge shall have withdrawn its recognition of tlle 
clandestine lodges in this jurisdiction." 

At t he annual Commu nication, the Grand Master introduce.d Brutll er 

JULIUS }'. S'\ C II S ~:, who delivered what is called in the Proceedings a " his

torical address." We a re amazed that the Gra nd Lodge of Pennsy lvania 

should have allowed tllis silly performance to have received its apparent 

sanction by publishing it in its Proceed ings. Bro. SAC HSE had made a d is

coveryof considerable interest-the account book of BE lI'J AM1N FIlAlI'KLI N, 

commenced July 4, !i30. 

That we may do Bro. S. no injustice we quote : 

"This new pl'oof comes in the shape of original entries in the handwriting 
of RenjallIin Franklin and is nothing less than his persunal account with 
the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania from August, 1704, to August, 17;~7. It 
a lso shows that there was at least one lodge within the Province outs ide of 
Philadelphia; this was at Lancaster. The account further offers a strong 
inference tllat our Grand Lodge was not only the oldest and most important 
Masonic body in America, but that at that early day, as a matter of fact, the 
lodges of both Massachusetts and Carolin a were subordinates to the Grand 
Lodge of Pennsylvania." 

Fortnnately for the truth of history, he gives a jac simile of the pages 

upon which he bases this grand flourish. The" Grand Lodge of Pennsy l

vania" dwindles down to " Lodge of Masons at B. I-lubard's: " the evidence 

of the existence of a lodge at Lancaster is a memorandulll that a few copies 

of the" Constitution ," (the book published by FRANKL IN) had been sent to 

Lancaster: the infe rence that the lodges of both Massachusetts and Caroli lHt 
were subordinates to the Grand Lodge of P ennsylvania is based on a memo. 

that seventy copies of the Constitution were sent to Boston, and that twenty

five were sent to Carolina!! 

A brief statement of the facts relating to the history of Masonry in Penn

sylvania. is made necessary by its Grand Lodge giving color to such stuff by 

allowing it to be published in its Proceedings. 

In February, 1731, (N. S.) there existed in Philadelphia a vol un tary ludge 

that had adopted an organ ized form . It is probable that masons had met, 

from time to t ime, previously, after the anciel)t manner, which meetings 

were called lodges: and in F ebruary, 1731, they effec ted an organization. 

Libel' B, (as it is called ), aITonls conclusive evidence of that. On the twenty

fourth of Jun e followi ng, a (not the) Grand Lodge was held and Grand Officers 

elected. The term" lodge " had previously meant the assembling of a lim

ited number of brethren, and the words" Grand Lodge " (as used) then meant 

no more nor less than a general meeting of all the craft, precise'ly 'as in Eng

land before 1717: the words meant a mere meeting , and did not include the 
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idea of an organized body; the statement that" a Grand Lodge was held" 

meant pre?.is,6iy the same as if the words used had been" a general meet
ing " of the masons was held. Similar Grand Lodges were held annually 

up to and including 1738, antI again in 1741 , at which a Grand Master and 

Grand Wardens (but no other officers)· were elec ted, who were the same 
brethren who were at the time Ma~ter and Wardens of the lodge, as shown by 

Libel' B. 
In 1 n4, FUANKLI N, who was then Grand Master and Master of the Lodge 

in Pennsylvania, went to Boston, made the acqu,tintance of PRIC E, and, as 

their subsequent correspondence shows, conferred with him on masonic 

matters. On his return, he published the Constitutions-the first masonic 

book published in America-" by special order," as he says, By whose 

" special order" did FIIANKLIN act? Evidently by PRICE'S. Later, having 

heard that PRI CE'S authority had been extended over all North Am eriM, 

FIlA NK LI N wrote to PRICE (remarking that in that Province they seemed to 

" wan t the sanction of some authority derived from home ") to obtain " a 

dpputation or charter granted by the Hight Worshipfnl Mr. PHICE," &'c. , 

confirming them in the privilege of holding a Grand Lodge a nnually, as they 

had been accustomed to do. In response. l'HlCIl granted a charter to 
FHANKLIN'S 1001ge, with him as ;\faster, but being only a Provincial Grand 

Master, I'HICE could not, of course, give authority to hold a Grand Lodge 

under the new system of masonic government. There is no evidence that 

FnANKLIN ac ted upon this authority. The lodge continued to meet, . how

ever, till 1738, and undoubtedly then became donnant. :FRANK LIN took tbe 

lodge book and used it in his business: as the book Bro. S. has discovered 

is Leci ger A, and the old lodge book is Liber B, this name was probably 

g iven to it when F IIA NJ{LIN commenced using it in his business. 

With the exception of the holding of a Grand Lodge (under the old system) 

in 1741, no evidence has been found that any masonic work was done in 
Pennsylvania till 1749, when ac tion was taken which conclusively shows 

that the o ld organiz<1.tion had ceaseci to exist. On July 10, 1740, THIHlAS 
OXNA RD, l'rovincial Grond Master of North America, and at the head of the 

Provincial Grana Lodge a t Boston, appointed B ENJA MIN FRAN KLI N Provin

cial Grand !\faster of Pennsylvania, with authority to appoint other Grand 

Officers, hold a Grand Lodge and issue warrants. Accordingly a Grand 

Lodge (the first ever held in Pennsylvania under the 1717 system) was held 

September 5, 1749, and a warrant granted to hold a lodge in Philadelphia, 

called the " F irst Lodge. " 
This action by UXNA I!D has never been explained : it certainly was in ex

cess of the authority which he was understood to possess. Apparently this 

question was. immed iately raised, for on March 13, 1750, WILLIA ~I ALLEN 

presented a commission from the Grand Lodge of Ellgln.nd (Modern) ap·· 
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pointing him Provincial Grand Master of Pennsylvania: he appointed FIUNK
LIN as his Deputy, and appointed the same brethren (with one exception) 

whom FUANKLIN had appointed, but each one taking the office next below 

the one which he held under FRANKLIN. 
The Ancients established a lodge in Philadelphia in 1758, and a Provin

cial Grand Lodge in 1764, by warrant dated in 1761, at which date the 

Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania finds its origin. This Provinciai Grand Lodge 

refused to recognize the A LLEN organization as masonic or the members of its 

obedience as masons. It discarded Franklin's Constitutions and followed 

Dermott's, and in 1783 published an Ahiman Rezoll of its own. It required 

the" Moderns" as they were called to be "re-made." Rev. WAf. SMITll, 

who preached the sermon for the A LLI<:N Grand Lodge, Juue 24 , 1755, 

submit.ted to this ordeal and finally became the Grand Secretary of the 
"Ancient" Grand Lodge. In .a word, the ALLEN Grand Lodge was 

crushed out and ceased to exist before 1785, and all its lodges before 1793. 

There is no evidence, so far as we have been able to discover, that FRANK

LIN ever was re-lllade, and we have seeft no evidence that he was ever in 
his life-time, recognized directly or indirectly as a mason by the Grand 

Lodge of Pennsylvania, and it is safe to say that he was not. 

Returning 'now to this" historical address," we have only to add that an 

exauJination of this account, as given in these Proceedings, shows not a 

little of evidellce that this account was with the Grand Lodge, as the author 

claims, but shows conclllsively that it was with the lodge, so far as it is . 

an account at all. We say" so far as it is an account at a ll ," because the 
totals do not agree with the sum of the items, and with the exception of the 

first charge, there are lIO credits to balance, but the whole accoullt stands 

open; and the suggestion is that it is a memorandum merely fo r his own 
convenience. It may be that the accouut is continued on another page, 

but nothing is given to indicate that. 

There is 01le significant item which the discoverer does not discuss: in 

the latter part of 1734, (but without other date) at the very time when 

PHlC«; sent FRANKLIN a charter for his lodge; there is a charge" For post

age of Commission, &c., 11/4 & 2/ 8," carried out 14 in the shillings 

colulDn. What commission, &c., could it have been, but th e " deputation 
or charter" which FRANKLIN asked PRICE to send him, and which PRICE 

did send? 

We regret very greatly that the Grand Lodge should have allowed the 

followi ng reference to the " Cad walder letter" fraud to be published in the 
Proceedings; 

"Then, again, this reference teuds to give additional color to the state
ment in the celebrated Cad walder letter wherein Dr. Henry Bell, of Lan
caster, claims to have been one of the originators of the firstHlJitsons' lodge 
set up in Philadelphia in 1730." 
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This throw~distrust upon all the statemellts of Bro. SACIISE, on the prin
ciple of " Falsus in uno, falsus in omnibus." 

In his closing address, the Grand Master, WJLLIAM J. KELLY, says: 

" When I was installed two years ago as Grand Master I prayed most 
earnestly for strength, wisdom, and forbearance by which I might be en
abled to so conduct the affairs of the office that the Fraternity in this Juris
diction would be measurablx satisfied with my administration. 

" In ending my term I most devoutly thank God that I give to my succes
sor the office clear of all complicatious of whatever nature, with our mem
bership uuited, prosperous, and zealous in the full discharge of all the duties 
that they owe to us. 

"I also give him a pertectly clean sheet in our relations with foreign juris
dictions. 

"There is not a single question left open, either of a domestic or foreign 
character, that can in any way affect the peace and harmony of this juris. 
diction." . 

* * * * * * * * * 
" And now, brethren. my term of service is actually completed . I leave 

in your hands the verdict to be rendered. I can say trutbfully that I have 
been actuated only by the highest motives as I conceived them , and in sur
rendering my station, which I now proceed to do, I have a consciousness 
that, however mistaken I may have been in some things, I have given you 
the best of my intellect, my abilities, and my mason ic knowledge." 

Not only his brethren of Pennsylvania, but all who have had the priv

ilege of reading the record of his administration, will say that these personal 

words are emphatical ly true. 

We copy some of his decisions: 

" It is not necessary at a masonic fUll eral that all of the pall bearers be 
masons. Any friend of tbe family, mason or otherwise, may be selected 
and serve. . 

" If a Treasurer will not obey, and persistently refuses to obey, the by
laws of a lodge, it is the duty of the Worshipful Master to declare the office 
vacant, and appoint a brother to serve from meeting to meeting. until an 
election is held to elect a successor. " 

In Maine, the Master would suspend the official temporarily and file 

charges with the Grand Master. 

"A brother visiting a clandestine lodge , or affiliating with ' clandestine 
masons, lIIust not be adm itted to a lodge in this jurisdiction. Members of 
lodges holding masonic in tercourse with clandestine masons give cause to 
have charges preferred against them. 

"No member in this jurisdiction can be 'passed to the Chair' excepting 
by a dispensation granted by tbe propel' masonic authority." 

In two cases, he had ordered Qames stricken from the list of members fo r 

making false statements as to their res idence, upon the strength of wh ich 
they were admitted to lodges which had no jurisd h!tion over them. We 

wish that our Pennsylvania brethren could see their way clear to substitute 

trial and expUlsion for this summary proceed ing. 
He issued an edict, 
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" .Forbidding masonic intercourse with, and recognition of George Dixon, 
who had been twice rejected in a lodge in this jurisdiction, and who went 
a broarl anrl became a mason in Scotland." 

The new Grand Master, HENRY W. WILLIAMS, delivered an address show
ing that he had a correct conception of his duties and an earnest intention 
of perfOl.:ming them. We sorrow greatly that he was not to carry out his 
designs; for we have learned that not long after he delivered this address, 
he was called away from life's duties to eternal rest. 

In th e Appendix we find an account of the" Masonic Ceremonies at the 
laying of the corner stone" of the new capitol. 

We have read the account with great interest and a high degree of satis
faction, for hitherto we have not been sure that we knew what those cere
monies are in that jurisdiction. 

In the first place we note that they are termed" MASONIC CERE
MONIES." Our good Brother VAUX enunciated the proposition that II there 
are no public masonic ceremonies." And upon that proposition hinged a 
discllssion that has continued for years. These ceremonies were public: 
t~ey are officially termed" masonic": so that we may now assnme that this 
doctrine of Bro. VAUX is not maintained ill Pennsylvania. 

Again: we find that the Grand Master issued a dispensation permitting 
two lodges to form a procession anti escort the Grand Lodge officers on the 
occasion. 

The brethren appeared in masonic dress, the officers of the Grand Lodge 
and the officers of the lodges wearing their appropriate jewels and aprons 
and the other brethren white aprons. 

We qnote: 
" When the head of the procession reached the west end of the platform 

prepared for the Grand Lodge, it halted, the ranks opened to the right and 
left, facing inward, and the brethren uncovered. 

" The Grand Master, preceded by the Grand Sword Bearer and followed 
by the other officers of the Grand Lodge, the proper authorities, and the 
members of the Grand Lodge, in reverse order, advanced through the 
opened ranks to the east of the platform. 

" As this procession advanced the band played a March . 
• 1 The Grand Master took his station, and directed the officers of the Grand 

Lodge to take the ir respecti ve stations and places." 

While great care was evidently taken to avoid giving any impression that 
the Grand Lodge was there, once in a while, as in the first paragraph quoted, 
t he theoretical gave way tu the actual. 

Three brethren from Potomac Lodge, No.6, of Washington, D. C., were 
present, having with them the historic Washington gavel, of which it is said: 

" It may be proper here to state that this gavel never leaves its place of 
safety in tllat lodge except by action taken at a meeting of the lRdge specially 
called for the purpose, and then only in charge of three 'Of the brethren 
specially designated to look after its safe·ty while in U5e. " 

ApI'. 32 G. L. 
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The Grand Master, WILLIAM K. KELLY, delivered a brief but splendid 
address, tak,iDg\ for his subject the question, "why should masons lay 
corner stones of public buildingsr" He gave three reasons: 

"First. Because of the antiquity of the insLitutioll. 
"Second. Because Masonry is clearly the oldest republic in the world. 
"Third, Because, not only ' now, but always, masons have Illet in the 

name of God, and transacted their business under His guidance .. " 

We have not space for thEt whole, but we commend the following to the 

attention of masons everywhere, and because some, who claim to be masons, 
are now teaching the contrary doctrine: 

" As we review the past, remote as well as recent, we are struck by the 
stability of Freemasonry. No other human organization has been so peI'ma
nent. Men die, kingdoms pass away, even !lations are lost, but Freemasonry, 
like the everlasting hills, remains. Why is this? It is because the corner 
stone of our Fraternity is the fir"t great ligh t-in Masonry, - the Word of 
God. Without it there would be no :Freemasonry, and it is this which 
insures its perpetuity. 

"Freemasonry Is founded upon a rock. It is a beaut.iful system of 
morality, derived from the Holy Bible. We quote its very words and per-
form the very deeds enjoined by it. . 

"This is why our Mystic Craft, which traces its origin by history and 
tradition to the remotest past, promises to contillUe to ·the remotest future. 
Its corner stone is God's Word. Its spiritual temple is' a housp not made 
with hands,' the ashlars of which are the ever-living souls of ever-living men, 
and its cap-stone is charity or brotherly love. 

" Freemasonry in its very essence is a system of light, but if the source 
of that light, the Grand Arch itect of the Universe, should be stricken from 
Freemasonry, the craft would lose its sun, about which all of its symbolism 
clusters, and enthrone darkness in place of light. " 

He concludes as follows: 

"It is not amiss here to state that George Washington, Past Ma.~ter 
of Alexandria Lodge No. 22, while serving a second term as President of the 
United States, on September 18, 1793, and Acting Grand Mastel', clothed ill 
the insign ia and jewel of that office, p"rformed the ceremony :>f laying the 
corner stone of the Capitol at Washington, in the presence of one of the 
grandest masonic gatherings that has ever, perhaps, been assembled ill this 
country up to that date, thus attesting to the world his appreciation of 
Masonry, his faith in its teachings, and the importance of havillg the cornel' 
stone of the Capitol of this nation' tested,' 'tried,' and laid by the propel' 
officers of the Grand Lodge of Masons in accordance with ancient usages 
and solemn rites." 

As we understand the record of those cerr-monies, our HoW, Brother, to 
have been masonically accurate, should have omitted the words" the proper 
officers of," so that he would have said" laid by the Grand Lodge," for the 
work was done by the Grand Lodge acting through the Grant! Officers, bnt 
assisted by the brethren. 

The ceremonies at Harrisburg are very similar to the services in other 
jurisdictions, modified so as to conform to the theory that the work is done 
by the Grand Officers and not by the Grand Lodge, a lthough there are still 
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other modifications which must be made in order tbat tbe practice may be 
perfectly consistent with the theory. 

There were able addresses of a non-masonic character, and of much 
interest, delivered on the occasion. 

We have it now settled , that in Pennsylvania, contrary to the contention 
of Bro. VAUX, public masonic ceremonies are performed: and are performed 
by masons, officers and members clothed as snch; and that the only differ
ence between her and the res t of the masonic world is, that otberwheres the 
work is done in lodge or Grand Lodge, while in Pennsylvania it is done by 
a mass meetin l!; of masons, a n assemblage for which no warrant is found in 
tbe allcient usages of the craft, which reqnire that all masonic work shall be 
done by a lodge, Grand or subordinate, and recognize no assemblage as 
masonic, save a lodge. 

There is oue exception to the foregoing statement as to the manner in 
which Pennsylvania masons perform public masonic ceremonies: and that 
is, that masonic clothing is now not allowed to be worn at a funeral. 

The l{eport on Correspondence (239 pp.) was presented by Bros. MICHAEL 
AnNoLD, S. KINGSTON MACAY, B US HROD WASHINGTON JAMES, CHARLES J. 
MCC LARY and JAM ES M. LAMBERTON. Each subscribes his initials to his 
own productions. 

In the introduction, the committee say : 
"The subject sometimes called' perpetual jurisdiction,' and at other times 

called' the effect of a rejection,' is yet a subject of discussion. Tbe Grand 
Lode:e of Maine proposes to limit the duration of jurisdiction over a rejected 
cand idate, to five years. This proposition meets with favor in some quarters, 
while in others it is not approved. Some writers think tbat when the ban 
is taken off, it should be taken off altogether, and the effect of a rejection 
should be restorp,d to what it was in the beginning, binding only upon the 
lodge in which it was made. We believe this is tbe English rule. It is :not 
altogether without merit. As a lodge) s not bound to admit as a visitor one 
wh o has been rejected by it, the initiation of such a person in apother lodge 
can do the rejecting lodge no harm. Rejections are too oftml based upon 
private pique and spitefulness, rather than upon the character and worth of 
the applicant, to e'ntitle them to a judgment that they are always right; 
while the approvals do not inspire one with the belief that initiation into a 
lode:e is always a guarantee of good character, this ~bject is undoubtedly 
a matter of importance; it is the cause of much thought, and is calling for 
expressions of opinion from all quarters. What the result will be, no one 
can prophesy. We allude to it without expressing any opinion on it." 

We have seell 110 evidence that since lodges became chartered bodies, the 
rule ever was that a rejection was binding only on the lodge in which it was 
made. The fact that the other rule has prevailed in Pennsylvania, Massa
c husetts, South Carolina, as far back as can be traced is very conclusive 

/ 

evidence that it has always prevailed in those jurisdictions. 
A lodge has no masonic right to refuse admission to a visit 1"1- save for a 

masonic reason: if admission can ma~onically be refused to a visitor, because 

• 



• 
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he was rejected in that lodge, it certainly follows that he was wrongly made 
'"' a mason. We have always regardeo. Bro. VAUX'S proposition that rejection 

gives a candidate a status, that goes with him precisely as any other goes, 
as correct masonic law. 

Human laws are necessarily imperfect: allY such law may be abused: 
abuses, if sufficiently numerous, are ground for a eha nye oj the law; bu t 
measures to avoid the effect pf the law, applicable to some of the cases of 
abuse, but not to all, are erroneous in principle, and must be mischievous in 
practice; therefore, if there is such an abuse of the law as to require a change, 
it should be made in the law itself. In other words, if the" unanimouR 
ballot" law is abused to such an extent that measures should be taken to 
obviate the natural effect of the law in a limited number of cases, those 
measures should not be adopted, but the law requiring a unanimous ballot 
should be changed. 

We are not sure what the law is in England, but we are informed that no 
member will present to his lodge the petition of a candidate who has been 
rejected in another lodge. If this is cOlTect, it matters little what the law 

is. 
Of course, also, there are mistakes the other way; but we do not deem 

the abuses and mistakes numerous enough to call for any change in our 

"unanimous ballot" law which has come down to us from the fathers; we 
hold that we should continue to determine the fitness of candidates for ad
mission in the old way, and if it is discovered that any member casts his 
ballot upon any other considel'ation than the fitness of a candidate, he should 
be punished for umnasonic conduct. So that when a candidate is rejected, the 
conclusive presumption shall be that he is then unfit to be made a l1la.~on, 
and has been so ao.judged according to the immemorial law of the craft. 

But we are opposed to the doctrine of perpetual jurisdiction because man's 
judgment is fallible and men change, so that when a candidate removes 
from his own home and settles in a ncw one, those among whom he has liveo. 
a sufficient time, are the best fitted to determine whether he has become fit 
to be made a mason. We have written at this length upon this subject be
cause the committee express no opinion upon the question, and the position, 
which their Grand Lodge has always taken, makes their views of much 
interest. 

Referring to the action wliich the other Grand Lodges have taken ill rela
tion to the Grand Lodge of Washington, the committee well say: "They have 
acted more in sorrow than in auger; but there was no alternative for them." 

Maine fell to Bro. LA~fB\;;RTON, and he devotes twenty-two pages to are· 
view of our Proceedings for 1R97 and 1898. 

He quotes Grand Master FARNHAM'S recommendation in relation to re
jected candidates and adds: 
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"It strikes us the phrase 'a candidate rejected through prejudice' begs· 
the whole question. This suggestion was altered so that consent shall be 
given unless there are more than three negative ballots, and adopted by the 
Grand Lodge in 1898. 

"The right to cast a black ball is a right which heretofore, it was believed, 
was secured to every member of a lodge; 'the black ball iB to protect the 
I odge, the craft, and tlul fair fame of the Fraternity of Freemasons' ; here
after, in Maine three black balls will be necessary for that protection." 

Our good brother mistakes: no one can be made a mason in Maine with· 
out receiving a unanimous ballot in the lodge to which he applies. Formerly 
the law required the unanimous vote of two lodges in certain cases; the 
change in the law requires that there must be three negative ballots in one 
of the lodges, or one in the other, to reject the candidate. 

He quotes our remarks in relation to the criticismR of other Grand Lodges 
by the officials of his Grand Lodge, and adds: 

" We must beg to differ. Our officials have not accusecl 'substantially 
all of the other jurisdictions of violating the landmarks of Masonry, etc.' 
There may have been occasions, and doubtless were, when it was proper for 
our Grand Master to caution the brethren of Pennsylvania as to certain tend
encies in some jurisdictions which were beginning to show themselves in 
Pennsylvania, and to call attention to the landmarks of the craft which 
seemed In danger of violation." 

We beg to insist: f\nd to say that Bro. LAMBERTON cannot have carefully 
read the address of the Grand Masters and the reports of the Committee on 
Correspondence of his Hrand Lodge for the last twenty years, or be never 
would have written that paragraph. However, we accept the disclaimer, 

believing that there will be hereafter no just cause of offence. 
He refers us to Bro. SACHSE's paper for further light, in relation to the 

early history of Masonry i~ Pennsylvania. And we refer him to what we 
have already written upon that subject. He says: 

"Lest our silence on the subject be misconstrued, we reassert our posi
tion, namely, that Philadelphia is unquestionably the mother city of Free
masonry in America, and that there were lodges in Philaclelphia in 1730, 
and a Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania in 1732 or earlier, of which we are the 
successors, perhaps, rather than the descendants." 

We are glad to find that be goes so far as to admit that his Grand Lodge 
is not the Grand Lodge (whatever it was) that existed in Pennsylvania in 
1732 [1731] nor its descendant, and is only its successor. But in the sense 

in which he uses the terms, there was no lodge in Pennsylvania in 1730, or 
Grand Lodge in 1732, as we have already shown in this report. 

He quotes our remarks in relation to the pfactice in that jurisdiction of 
striking from the roll an initiate for some mere irregularity in the making, 
and quotes our reply to Bro. BLATT as a sufficient answer. 

But it does not touch our objection: he says that in such cases the mason 
was not lawfully made. It is a principle of universal law, except in this 
particular case in Pennsylvania, that when the power to determine certain 
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he was rejected in that lodge, it certainly follows that he was wrongly made 
a mason. ~ have always regarderl Bro. VAUX'S proposition that rejection 
gives a cariilidate a status, that goes with him precisely as any other goes, 
as correct masonic law. 

Human laws are necessarily imperfect: allY such law may be abused: 
abuses, if sufficiently numerous, are ground for a change oj the law; but 
measures to avoid the effect of the law, applicable to some of the cases of 
abuse, but not to all, are erroneous in principle, and must be mischievous in 
practice; therefore, itthere is such an abuse of the law as to require a change, 
it should be made in the law itself. In other words, if the" unanimouR 
ballot" law is abused to such an extent that measures should be taken to 
obviate the natnral effect of the law in a limited number of cases, those 
measures shonld not be adopted, but the law requiring a unanimous ballot 
should be changed. 

We are not sure what the law is in England, but we are informed that no 
member will present to his lodge the petition of a candidate who has been 
rejected in another lodge. If this is correct, it matters little what the law 

is. 
Of course, also, there are mistakes the other way; but we do not deem 

the abuses and mistakes numerous enough to call for any change in our 

"unanimous ballot" law which has come down to us from the fathers; we 
h~ld that we should continue to determine the fitness of candidates for ad
mission in the old way, and if it is discovered that any member casts his 
ballot npon any other considet;ation than the fitness of a candidate, he should 
be pnnished for umnasonic conduct. So that when a candidate is rejected, the 
conclnsive presumption shall be that he is then nnfit to be made a mason, 
and has been so arljndged according to the immemorial law of the craft. 

Bnt we are opposed to the doctrine of perpetual jurisdiction because man's 
judgment is fallible and men change, so that when a candidate removes 
from his own home and settles in a new one, those among whom he has liverl 
a sufficient time, are the best titted to determine whether he has become fit 
to be made a mason. We have written at this length upon this subject be
canse the committee express 110 opinion upon the question, and the position, 
which their Grand Lodge has always taken, makes their views of much 
interest. 

Referring to the action which the other Grand Lodges have taken ill rela
tion to the Grand Lodge of Washington, the committee well say: "They have 
acted more in sorrow than in 'auger; but there was no alternative for them." 

Maine fell to Bro. LA~lBERToN, and he devotes twenty-two pages to a re
view of our l'roceedings for 1R97 and 1898. 

He quotes Grand Master F ARNHA~['S recommendation in relation to re
jected candidates and adds: 
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" It strikes us the phrase' a candidate rejected through prejudice' begs 
the whole question. This suggestion was altered so that consent shall be 
given unless there are more than three negative ballots, and adopted by the 
Grand Lodge in 1898. 

" The right to cast a black ball is a right which heretofore, it was believed, 
was secured to every member of a lodge; 'the black ball is to protect the 
lodge, the craft, and th.e fair fame of the Fraternity of Freemasons'; here
after, in Maine three black balls will be necessary for that protection." 

Our good brother mistakes: no one can be made a mason in Maine with
out receiving a unanimous ballot in the lodge to which he applies. Formerly 
the law required the unanimous vote of two lodges in certain cases; the 
change in the law requires that there must be three negative ballots in one 
of the lodges, or one in the other, to reject the candidate. 

He quotes our remarks in relation to thc criticisms of other Grand Lodges 
by the officials of his Grand Lodge, and adds: 

" We must beg to differ. Our officials have not accused' substanLially 
all of tbe other jurisdictions of violating the landmarks of Masonry, etc. ' 
There may have been occasions, and doubtless were, when it was proper for 
our Grand Master to caution the brethren of Pennsylvania as to certain tend
encies in some jurisdictions which were beginning to show themselves in 
Pennsylvania, and to call attention to the landmarks of the craft which 
seemed In danger of violation. " 

We beg to insist: ~md to say that Bro. LAMBERTON cannot have carefully 
read the address of the Gmnd Masters and the reports of the Committee on 
Correspondence of his Cll'and Lodge for the last twenty years, or he never 
would hfl.ve written that pfl.ragraph. However, we accept the disclaimer, 
believing that there will be hereafter no just cause of offence. 

He refers us to Bro. SAC HSE'S paper for further light, in relation to the 
early history of Masonry i~ Pennsylvania. And we refer him to what we 
have already written upon that subject. He says: 

"Lest our silence on the subject be misconstrued, we reassert our posi
tion, namely, that Philadelphia is unqnestionably the mother city of Free
masonry in Americfl., and that there were lodges in Philadelphia in 1730, 
and a Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania in 1732 or earlier, of which we are the 
successors, perhaps, rather than the descendants. " 

We are glad to find that he goes so far as to admit that his Grand Lodge 
is not the Grand Lodge (whatever it was) that existed in Pennsylvania ill 
1732 [1731] nor its descendant, and is only its successor. But in the sense 
in wkich he uses the terms, there was no lodge. in Pennsylvania in 1730, or 
Grand L(ldge in 1732, as we have already shown in this report. 

He quotes our remarks in relation to the pl'actice in that jurisdiction of 
striking from the roll an initiate for some mere irregularity in the making, 
and quotes our reply to Bro. BLAT'f as a sufficient answer. 

But it does not touch our objection: he says that in such cases the mason 
was not lawfully made. 1L is a principle of universal law~icept in this 
particular case in Pennsylvania, that when the power to determine certain 
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questio:" s is vested in a particular tribunal, the determination of that tribunal 
is conclusive"atld cannot be inqu'ired into afterwards; but as to matters not 
entrusted to it, its decision is not binding, The Pennsylvania practice falls 
under the former; and the question discussed with Bro. BLATT, under the 
latter. If a lodge makes a woman a mason, the work is void under the 
latter rule; but if the law requires a previous residence of a given time, and 
the lodge decides that the can?idate has had that residence, and makes him 
a mason, the action of the lodge, so far as the candidate is concerned, can not 
be impeached. 

He quotes the edict of Grand Master LOCKE in relation to Peru (as the 
first action in relation to that matter), as well as the decree of the Grand 
Master of Peru upon which that edict was based: and regrets that he can
not give in full that portion of Grand Master LOCKE'S arldress that relates 
to this subject. 

He quotes our remarks in relation to our calling the Past Master's cere
monya "degree" and add~: 

"We cannot agree. In Masonry a 'degre.e' is a 'degree.' We helieve 
in calling things by their right names; and as there is no such thing as a 
Past Master's degree, we cannot call that a degree which does not exiEt." 

But the trouble is that neither he nor we can fix the meaning of words; 
as we stated, usage does that-and in spite of both of usl And as usage has 
decreed that the Past Mast.er's ceremony is a degree, that term is properly 
applied to it. 

The following removes doubts, which we have entertained, in relation to 
procedure in certain cases, and we are very glad to have it so clearly stated: 

" In this jurisdiction no brother's name has been stricken from the roll 
without a fair and just trial either in the lodge of which he was a member 
or in the Grand Lodge. It is a brother's right and privilege to have a trial 
for any masonic offence with which he lllfl.y be chfl.rged ; it cannot be 
refuserl even if he has been tried, convicterl, and sentencpd by the court. 
The fact that he has been convicted in a criminal court mfl.y be given in 
evidence against him, and with telling effect in cases of infamous crimes." 

In the case which we were discussing, the committee Sfl.Y that the charge 
was (in effect) that the accused hfl.d been convicted of an infamous offence, 
in the courts. In Maine, this would not be a sufficient charge, but only 
evidence in support of a charge that the accused had committed an offence. 
We entirely agree as to the correctness of the practice as stated in the para
graph just quoted. 

It seems that we, or our stenographer, missspelled R. W. Bro. KELLY'S 
name. It may have been the force of habit with us, who have long known 
several of the nfl.me who use the additional" e." In any event, we beg our 
brother's pardon, for seeing a name written or printed er:'oneously always 
grates upon our nerves. 
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He intimates that we are in error in our understanding that his Grand 

Lodge has absolutely abolished the Represen~ative system by quoting Grand 
Master AR!fltLf>'s account of his action in the matter as follows: 

"In thus dispensing with Representatives from the Grand Master of 
Pennsylvania to other Grand Masters, I did not mean to be understood as· 
intending to refuse to recognize and receive representatives who might be 
~ent to me by other Grand Masters, for that would be discourteous ; bnt on 
the contrary, I will continue to receive and recognize such representatives 
as may be duly accredited to me, but their commissions will no longer be 
read in Grand Lodge." 

WhilA this does not in express terms abolish the system, yet, inasmuch as 
other jurisdictions invariably appoint a "Representative near the Grand 
Lodge" to which he is accredited we are of the same opinion still. Bro. 
AaNor"D erroneou!lly assumed that under the system the Representatives are 
accredited to the Grand Master: but while appointed by the Grand Master, 
he appoints them as Represent.atives of his Grand Lodge and accredits them 
to the other Grand Lodge. When, therefore, Pennsylvania announced 
that no more Representatives would be appointed by her, and no commissions 
from others would be presented to the Grand Lodge, she " absolutely 
abolished" the system so far as she is concerned. 

Of ciphers, Bro. LAMBERTON says: 
''We answer they may thereby be 'unlawfuily obtained'; for we believe 

we are safe in saying that no cipher has been invented which cannot be 
c!eciphered. It may take a long time to discover the appropriate ' Rosetta' 
stone, but such is the desire to penetrate into the mysteries of Freemasonry 
that, inasmuch as even with the greatest care ciphers or rituals do go astray 
and fall into the hands 'of the profane, the ingenuity of the curious will be 
exercised to discover the meaning of the cipher .when found." 

But he is not safe in so saying: in those that have been deciphered or can 
be deciphered, there is a system that the same sign or letter a! ways repre
sents the same letter, word or thing. We used to ,~tgree with him in this 
opinion, but a prolonged investigation of the matter and experience in read
ing ciphers showed us that we were in error. WEns's cipher has never 
been deciphered by a probne: it cannot be read by the initiate without. a 
teacher, nor by any mason unless he knows in advance the subtance of the 
particular sentence which he is attemptin,s to read: in a word, its whole 
office is to present the work, and to enable one who has substantially learned 
the work to learn it with verbal accuracy. 

And because this is so, ciphers which may be read when one has the key, 
have been invented, and their use is a masonic offence, because any cipher, 
which may be read by the aid of a key, may be deciphered: such, for in
stance was the "Mnemonics" of Conservator memory. We fully agree 
with our brother, that any cipher, whatever its name may be, by which the 
secrets of Masonry may be unlawfully obtained, is absolutely forbidden. 
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But so far as our knowledge goes, no Grand Lodge has ever authorized any 
other than ,the'WEBB cipher. 

He reproduces a part of Bro. V,wx's argument about "public masonic 
ceremonies," but his Grand Lodge has already settled this in accordance 
with our contention and with usage elsewhere. 

He says that we are unable to realize that work is not performed in public 
by Pennsylvania masons; of. course we are, because such is not the fact, as 
the account of the laying the eorner stone of the Capitol conclusively shows. 

To explain the provision in the old AIdman Hezons in relation to the 
appearance of lodges in public, he claims that the word" lodge" "may 
have several meanings" : we beg his pardon, for while in ancient times the 
word "lodge" was applied to the hall in which masons met, for the last 
century it has in Masonry but one meaning, and it will be like gnawing a 
file for him (or anyone else) to argue that the au thors of the old Ahiman 
Rezons used the word in any other than its well known masonic sense. 

In relation to public installations he says: 
" Our brother says he ' really believes that if our Pennsylvania brethren 

could witness a public installation, they would whol1y change their views,' 
and he 'knows that t.hey would be obliged to say that there is " no viola
tion of masonic secrecy" in them.' The writer has witnessed a public 
installation, and he begs to say he has not changed his view one iota, and he 
thinks the whole proceeding was a • violation of masonic secrecy.' " 

We only desire to ask him how he can possibly think that the rehearsal 
of what has been published for years in the Pennsylvania A himan Rezon, 
can possibly be a "violation of masonic secrecy." 

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND, 1898. 

A special communication was held on October 13, 1897, for the purpose 
of participating in the centennial celebration of St. John's Lodge. It was 
an occasion of much interest and the Grand Master, LEONA IW MORR IS, de
livered a very fine address. At his suggestion, the members and visiting 
brethren signed their name upon the regular record book?f the lodge in
stead of upon the visitor's book, in order that the names of those present 
should go down to the future as a mement.o. 

We find from his address that a number of masons, belongi ng to a mili
tary regiment, stationed at Charlottetown, held meetings under an authority 
of the lodge at Halifax, dated May 29, J 781. Application was made to one 
of the English Granrl Lodges for a charter; but for some reason it was not 
granted until 1797, when St. John's Lodge obtained the charter which was 
present at the celebration. The Grand Master returned it to the Master of 
the lodge, desiring that in future iustal1ation of Masters, the following should 
be added: 
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"And now, Worshipful Sir, I entrust to your keeping the original charter 
of St. John's Lodge. This sacred relic which I received from my prede
cessor I now place in your hands, and I charge yon to preserve it with 
religious care, and when your Mastership terminates, deliver it to your 
successor with this charge with which you now receive it." 

He refers very happily to the fact that Queen Victoria had celebrated her 
sixtieth anniversary as Queen, and he adds: 

" Her life, so pure, brilliant and perfect, the conlllerpart of the most 
valuable of earth's jewels, the true diamond, has shone brightly over the 
empire, and when we consider Her Majesty as the daughter of a Freemason, 
as the mother of Freemasons, (two of her sons being rulers in the craft), and 
as the patroness and benefactress of our fraternity, we can truly say from 
the bottom of our hearts, 'God bless our noble Queen.' 

"In the neighboring republic, Masonry has assumed large proportions 
during the last century. Time does not permit me to make many furth er 
remarks, but while referring to our sister English speaking nation, ther!' 
arises before our vision of the past many great men and women of the cen
tury, and inthe forefront of the group, two persons stand boldly out, two 
names long to be remembered, the supreme American Man and the supreme 
English Woman, Abraham Lincoln and Queen Victoria. One stands for 
Liberty, the other for Peace, Freedom with good government, Peace with 
honor. " 

Ilis mention of Lincoln in this connection will be very gratifying to h ;s 

brethren" this side of the line." 
A t the annual communication all the lodges were represented. The Grand 

Master says that peace and harmony prevailed, and that a bountiful harvest 
in the Island' had been gathered. He regrets that the brethren of the 
United States were in a war with Spain, "one of the few nations who place 

any ban upon Masonry." He refers to the Peru matter, to the Centennial 
Anniversary of Washington and to the Grand Orient of Belgium, a communi
cation from which was laid before the proper committee, but no report was 

made. 

It seems that at the previous session of the ({rand Lodge, the Grand 

Master was installed at the first part of the session instead of the last part, 
which, he says, is without precedent in that Grand Lodge. After he had 
taken the chair, the revised Constitution was presented for adoption, but he 
ruled that it could not be then entertained, so that the further consideration 
of it was postponed one year. There appeared to be some difference of 
opinion as to the correctness of the course which he had adopted, but. the 
matter was finally disposed of without any dissension . He had visited quite 
a number of the lodges and regretted that he had not time to visit them all. 

'~he finances of the Grand Lodge were in good condition: 

He had granted one dispensation for a new lodge. 

Referring to the membership he says: 
" Our membership has not materially increased this yeay, a'Dd yet we are 

holding our own. Considering the fact that many of our young men are 
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moving from time to time to the western parts of the continent, that there 
are other soc~Qties vigorously canvassing for members, some of them by 
paid agencies, we are surprised that we hold onr own. We do not canvass. 
It is contrary to the spirit of Masonry. We are supposed to be attractive 
enough to draw good men to us. In vicw of that fact, brethren, are we care
ful enough in our ballots? Brethren, the ballot box is the safeguard of our 
frateruity. If you want to ruin Masonry, be careless in your ballo\,.Q." 

The usual routine business was transacted, but there was little of general 
interest. 

No Report on Correspondence. 

QUEBEC, 1899. 

Our Quebec brethren give us fine portraits of Bros . ISAAC HENRY Sn~ARNs, 

Grand Master in 1889,-'90, FHANK EOGAH, Grand Master in 1891- '92, and 
THOMAS PAGE BUTLEH, Grand Master in 1893. 

Two special communications of the Grand Lodge had been held, one to 

constitute a lodge and the other to consecrate a hall. 

At the annual communication the Grand Master, E. T. D. CHAMBERS, 

delivered a most interesting address. In his opening he refers eloquently to 

the Bible and the belief of the craft in the Fatherhood of God and the 

Brotherhood of man. He refers briefly, also, to the growth of t.he craft dur

ing the thirty years of the existence of the Grand Lodge, also to public 
events, and among others to the war with Spain, of which he says: 

"While it is impossible for us' without transgressing the landmarks of 
Masonry, to indulge, as masons, in natiOllRl or political discussions, we 
should scarcely prove onr loyalty to the teachings of the craft by withhold
ing an express ion of gratification at the speedy triumph, in a recent war, of 
the principles which make for the increased h~ppiness of humanity ." 

Heferring to another matter he says: 

" Our country has been privileged to have anum bel' of its represcnta
tive men appointed upon the High lnteruational Commission that is endeavor
ing to settle the points of difference between this Dcminion and its Soutbel'll 
neighbors. Thi~ method of removing international difficulties is in fnll accord 
with the teachings and practices of Freemasonry, and amongst the American 
membership of the Commission, dnring its sitti ng in the City of Quebec, I 
was not surprised to meet, in the person of Senator .Faulkner, with a dis
tinguished Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of We~t Virginia." 

He announces the decease of Grand Chaplain T. H. LLOYD in that juris

diction, and refers to the deaths of others in neigb boring jurisdictions. 

He had granted one dispensation for a new lodge. He holds that honorary 

membership in that jurisdiction is simply a financial al'l'angelllent between 

the member, his lodge and the Grand Lodge, and therefore he had declined 

approving a by-law, making a ballot necessary for the election of an honor

ary member. 
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He details one singular case, and we think it illustrates the wisdom of our 
law. A gentleman received the first degree in England; came to this 
country and at once applied for the other two degrees. Thereupon, the 
lodge communicated with the lodge which conferred the first degree upon 
him and was assured that it was all right for the Quebec lodge to go ahead 
and confer the degrees, and that was done and the certificates sent to the 
English lodge. He then applied for his Master Mason's certificate and was 
referred to England, but received for a reply that the lodge in that country 
could not give a certificate for degrees conferred outside of its jurisdiction. 
After a good deal of discussion, the Grand Master solved the difficulty by 
asking the lodge in whose jurisdiction the brother resided in Quebl'c, to con·, 
fer all the degrees upon him without fee, except that payable to the Grand 
Lodge, and he granted a dispensation for the purpose. This was done, and 
the brother received his Master Mason's certiticate. If the Quebec lodge 
had, in the first place, required, as wI! do in Maine, that the English lodge 
should surrender any jurisdiction which it might have and the brother had 
petitioned for the remaining degrees in the regular manner, he would have 
received them and been entitled to a certificate without the trouble which 
actually followed. 

The trouble between the two lodges at Prevost had not been settled. 
He calls the attention to the fact that Past Grand Master WALIOi;M'S 

mediation with the Grand Lodge of England in relation to the Ellglish lodges 
in Quebec, and states that no formal report had ever been made by t,hat 
brother. He had had some correspondence in relation to the matter, and it 
was deemed advisable that Bro. WALK(i;M'S report should not be published 
fl.ny further thfl.n t1mt his efforts had not been successful. We are of the 
opinion that if the Grand Lodge of Qllebec would insist Ilpon its rights, and 
enforce them, this question which has been troubling them ever since the 
organization of the Grand Lodge, could be put to rest. 

He annollnces the serious illness of Past Grand Master GIlAHAM, and the 
best wishes of the Grand Lodge were expressed in his behalf. 

Grand Secretary ISAACSON presented a report of the doings in his depart
ment, which are chiefly of a routine character. 

The District Deputies' reports show, as a whole, a prosperous condition 
of affairs, and a good degree of attention to tbe duties of Masonry by the 
several lodges. 

The Grand Chaplain delivered an interesting discourse, which was ordered 
printed in the Proceedings. 

The Benevolent Fund was increased, so that it now stands ' at $12,000. 
The financial condition of the Grand Lodge is very good . 

A resolution was unanimously adopted that it is advisable in the interests 
of the craft, that the control of the Ma.~onic Temple should be' p;;,ssed illto 
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the hands of the Grand Lodge as soon as possible, and a plan to secure tbis 
was adopte'd .~ 

The report of the Committee on the State of Masonry is in accord with 

whatwe have. already said in relation to the condition of the lodges. 

The Ueport on Correspondence ·(pP. 116) was snbmitted by Bro. WILL. 

H. WHYTE. It is an excellent abstract of the proceedings. with brief ex
tracts and comments. He differs from us in part, and from onr Pennsyl

vania brethren in part! in relation to one matter shown in the following: 

" In replying to Bro. Drummond, of Maine, he objects t,o t.he ceremony 
of installing the Master of a lodge being called a degree, and maintains it is 
not c01'l'ect and a misnomer, while Bro. Drummond says' usage fixes the 
meaning of words in spite of the scholar.' We do not object to the word 
, degree ' as much as calling it the ' Past Master's Degree,' which is certainly 
a misnomer. With us it is the degree of an 'Installed Master,' and such 
we call it in onr ceremony." 

In his review of Maine, he says: 

"This will sonnd strange to the Wardens of th is jurisdiction, and we 
think of all other British lodges who have always used gavels. Regarding 
the knocks, we are qu ite in accord with Bm. Drummond, and such has 
always been our custom, inherited from the Mother Grand Lodge." 

The latter clause means that the knocks should begin in the East. 

In regard to perpetual jurisdiction he says, referring to the action of 
Maine. 

"The rp.solutions are a vast improvement on the perpetual jurisdiction 
theory, but we were very dubious of the adoption of them by many Grand 
Lodges who seem to be so wedded to tll",t peculiar theory. We have one 
year in this jurisd iction for a residential qnalification for candidates, but a 
mason suspended for cause anywbere can never be received into any of ou .. 
lodges until that suspension is removed by the power inflictillg it." 

In regard to unaffiliated masons, he Rays: 

We are sorry Bro. Matthews uses the work' stingy'; it looks as if the 
.' mighty dollar' was really at the basis of all such legislation. 'Alas for 
the rarity of Christian (and sometimes masonic) charity!' MallY a man 
has had to dimit because he was not able to meet the expense of his dnes, 
and was too sensitive to beg to bave tbem remitted by tbe brethren. But di
mitted masons are no drones or parasites on {lUI' Fraternity in this country. If 
a brother <limits, he knows that from that moment he has no claim 011 the 
lodge, -no right of visiting or taking part in any masonic work 01' event of 
any kind. It is seldom a lodge sees a brother after he dimits, for he knows 
he has no right to visit more than once afterwards. " 

III his conclusion we find a more deliberate statement in rela tion to non

affiliates, wh ich we copy: 

" We note several more American jurisdictions are talking of legislating 
against the non-affiliate. The tronble seems to us to be in some jurisdictions 
allowing the non-affiliate the right of partaking in lodge privileges, functions, 
etc., as if he was still a cOlJtributing member of the lodge, and in confound
ing tbe rights and privileges in the Fraternity and lodge membership. In 
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this Jurisdiction the dimitted mason (he can only get a dirnit if he is clear 
on the books and no charges pending) is in gooa stand ing with the Fraternity 
at large, but he has no standing as regaras lodge privileges, which were 
granted him upon payment of certain yearly dues or assessments. He has 
no right to take part in any lodge ceremonial, assem bly or funeral rite. He 
is not entitled to lodge burial, nor has he allY claim to the Charity fund of 
the lodge, but we claim that as long as he conducts himself uprightly he has 
a claim upon each individual member of the Fraternity through the live 
points of Fellowship. This, we think, is the rule in all British Grand Lodges. 
With all kindliness we remark tbat all compulsory legislation in the nature 
of endeavoring to force non-affiliates to pay dues to some local lodge looks 
to us despotic, arbitrary and mercenary, and not in accord with the 
prineiples of BrotheI'ly Love." 

The late period at which we have received these Proceedings, and our 

desire to notice them for all that, have compelled us to go through them at 

railroad speed. 

RHODE ISLAND, 1898. 

At the semi·annual communication the Graud Master submitted a question 

of jurisdiction between two lodges. It seems that a charter was granted for . 

a lodge located at Riverside. It purchased a lot there, but in the meantime, 

by verbal or written consent of the Grand Master, occupied a hall two miles 

north of the lot owned by the lodge. It seems that Riverside is not the 

!lame of a town, but only the name of a village which has a post-office called 

" Riverside." and the place where the lodge holds its meetings is outside of 

that village, but the lot is in the village. The Grand Master ruled that the 
lot must be taken as the point from which the aistances must be measured 

in determining the jurisdiction. The decision of our Grand Loclge it! 1863 

was cited in support of the doctrine .that where a lodge, by permission of 

the Grand Master, holas its meetings in a town other than that nallled in 

its charter, its jurisdiction is not affected thereby. His action was con

firmed by the Grand Lodge. At this salUe session the Constitution was 

revised and ordered to take effect on the first day of January, 1898. 

The Commissioners of Trials made two reports, which go to confirm our 
views that CfJis system of masonic trials is better than trial by the lodge. 

In one case the accused was expelled for falsely stating in his application 

that he had never made application and been rejectea. In the other case 

a brother was suspended for three years for threatening to blackball all ap

plicants, and actllally doing so in one case, for otller than masonic reasons. 

The Commissioners awarded a milder penalty in consequence of the circum· 

stances attending the commission of tire offence. 

A special communication was held in the new masonic temple at Paw

tucket, to dedicate such portions of the building a-s had. been set apart for 

the use of the craft. An excellent address by Bro. WAI,TE GARDINER 

WEBSTER, was delivet'ed on the occasion. 
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At the semi-annual communication, the Grand Master, CYRUS M. VAN 

SLYCK, allno,.1lnced the death of Past Grand Mastel' THOMAS VIN C ENT, as well 

as the deaths of quite a number of Past Masters. 
He had restricted the prerogative of granting dispensations to cases in 

·which there was a great necessity, or in which a refusal wonld seem to reflect 
upon the judgment of his predecessors. Among the dispensations granted 

were two to ballot upon a.pplications for membership in the case of parties 

who had received appointments in the consular service of the United States, 

and were liable to be ordered abroad. 

I-Ie had officially visited a good many lodges, and at one lodge he met a 

mason who had reached the age of one hundred years and was made a mason 

in 1819. He was a blacksmith, and had worked at his trade until he was 

ninety-two years old. The lodge celebrated his centennial birthday by 

electing him an honorary member. 

Two questions in regard to the work arose, and as they are discussed in 

other jurisdictions and have been in our own, we quote his remarks: 

" The first is in reference to the use of the stereopticon as an adjunct to 
the lessons of the several degrees. While I am aware t.hat upon this subject 
there is room for an honest difference of opinion, to me the use of such an 
arrangement has seemed nndesirable. 

" It seems quite snperfluous to attempt to paint the lily by adding to the 
beautiful word pictures of the several degrees, and with the most careful 
management, there is a possibility, so near as to approach probability, that 
some error of the operator will excite one's sense of the ludicrolls alld lessen, 
if not destroy, the solemnity .and impres8iveness of the lessons taught by 
the lectures. In some jurisdictions the uSP. of stereopticons and similar cje
vices is specially prohibited, and at this time, when the only large collection 
of slides in the jurisdiction has been destroyed, it seemed to me wise to pro
hibit the use of the device until Gra{ld Lodge should express an opinion 
upon the subject. If permitted at all the use of the stereopticon should be 
,\llowed only within lines carefully and strictly marked. 

"The second question arose from inquiries made by the Master of one of 
the lodges, and was in my opinion of sufficient importance to warrant the 
issuance of a circular letter to the Masters of the several lodges. It is as to 
the use of robes or costumes in the work. 

" I think that I can no better express my views than by qUOtiIlg from the 
above mentioned circular letter. 

" , In reply to your request. that I give my opinion as to the propriety of 
the use of robes or costumes in the work of the third degree, I df'ern it in
expedient to express my personal views until I shall present this subject to 
Grand Lodge at its next annual communication. 

" , For your present guidance, however, I think it proper to suggest that 
Grand Lodge has constantly expressed itself in favor of uniformity in the 
work, and in this direction has caused the ritual to be carefully revised and put 
in a form for permanent preservation. In that ritual no provision is made for 
any special costumes to be worn by officers or members during any portion 
of the work, and as it is the custom in this jurisdiction that, except in case 
of candidates, the dress should be the ordinary attire of a gentleman suitable 
to the time and place, it is reasonable to suppose that if Grand Lodge had 
intended to authorize any innovation in this particular, we would find reg
ulations to that effect. 
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" ' I consider also that the adoption of special costumes of a ny kind by a 
portion of t.he 1, dges in the jurisdiction is inconsistent with the spirit of th e 
stron g and unvarying expressiolls in Gmnd Lodge in favor of strict uni
fonnity in tbe ·work. 

" 'Consequently, until Graml Lodge shall expressly authorize the use of 
such costumes I deem it my duty to consider such use prohibited, and tu 
req uire that the lodges in this jurisdiction omit the employm ent of any 
special cost ume for the purpose of theatrical 01' dramatic effec t in the work of 
the degrees. ' 

" In the circular I simply expressed the opinion that the use was proh ibi tpu 
because not expressly a uthorized. 

,,1t seAms propel' that I should state now that my personal opin ion is that 
the use of robes 0 1' special costumes is extremely inappropriate in a symbolic 
lodge. Bro. Mackey says : 'A proposition was made in the Grand Lodge of 
England, on April 8, 177ts , that th e Grand Master and his officers shou ld be 
distinguished in future a t a ll public meetings by robes. ' 'This measure," 
Preston says, ' was at first favorab ly received, but it was, on investigation, 
found to be so diametr ically opposed to the original plan of tllfl Institution, 
that is was very properly laid as ide. In no jurisdiction are robes used in 
Sy mbolic Masonry.' 

" It would be unfortunate ami a great mis take to depart from the uni
for lll simplicity which has characterized Freemasonry in New England, and 
in seeking after theat rica l display to an innovation likely to result in jealous 
contention between lodges of unequal financial ability ." 

We believe he takes the correct ground. 

The reports of the Deputies, Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer, show 

that in this juri~dic tiun the craft is enjoying genuine prosperity, and is grow

ing regularly , though not rapidly. This is, in our judgment, genuin e pros

perity. The hyster ical condition of large growth in one year, followed by a 

reaction in the next, is, in our judgment, fa r from being the prosperity which 

is desirable for the craft. 
The Grand Lodge had adopLed a system of ballot by which it was expected 

that a check would be given agaillst irregula rities. As we understand it a 

certain number of white ballots and black cubes were to be in the ballot 

box at the COIllmencement of the ballot, and at its close th ey Illust be com

pared, and unless they agreed, tbe ballot was void . The committee to 

which the decision was referred, recommeilded that a better methoa should 

be aevised ana adopted. 
Bro. BUllNIIAM maJ e his annual report upon the Webb monument. Some 

defects were found in it, and he recommended that, during the summer, 

paraffine be run illtO the cracks in order to exclud!l the moisture which, 

under the present conditions, finds its way into them. 
The Committee on Reprint reponed that, owing to the financial condition 

of the Grana Lodge, nothing had been done during the year, but asked and 

received an appropriation of $200, to continue the work at ·the discretion of 

the comm ittee. 
The Festival Communication was held as usual, and a ver~, fin e address 

delivel'ed by_Bro. J os li uA M. ADD!;~tAN. -" 
No Report on Correspondence. 

, 
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SOUTH CAR.OLlNA, 1898. 

A speciar'co~mlllnication was held to lay the corner stone of the masonic 

auditorium of Converse College. The Grand Lodge was opened; the Grand 

"laster announced the purpose of the meeting: 

"The procession was then formed by the acting Grand Marshal and 
march ed to the site of tbe aud it orium. The masonic procession was IIlrt at 
\.he arched gateway to the grounds by the young lady students of Conver~e 
College, to the number of aoout 300, who were formed on both sides of the 
dr ive, the lines extending the complete driveway, through which avenue of 
loveliness, grace and beauty the masons marchp.d saluting as they passed. 
When the head of the column reached the site of the building, it was halted 
and opened order, the Deacons and Stewards, with their emblematic staves, 
making an arch through which the Grand Lodge, and then the young ladies, 
marched towards the platform constructed over the foundatiOlIS of the 
aud it.orium. On this platform upon which the officrrs of the Grand Lodge 
and other guests were seated, was also the choir who furnished the music. 
It was under the direction of Prof. R. H. Peters, the Musical Director of 
the College, who presided at the organ and was ably assisted by Dr. and Mrs. 
C. W. Gaskill, Mrs. Rembert, Mrs. Griruball and the Misses Matteson. 

" At 4.15 o'clock, in the presence of a large concourse of c itizens, ladies 
and gentlemen, and the young lady students of the College, thp corner stone 
was laid with the solemn ceremonies of Masonry." 

Then follows an account of the other ceremonies of the ded ication. The 

procession was reformed and returned to the hall, where the Grand Lodge 

was closed. It will be noted that these proceedings are the same as in 

Maine; in fact, the Pennsylvania method does not exist olltside of that state 

so far as we have been able to discover. 

At the annual communication, after the Grand Lodge was opened, the 

mayor of the city of Charleston, Past Grand Master J. ADGER SMY'I' II, wel

comed the Grand Lodge and the Grand Master replied. 

The Grand Master, .JAcon T. BARRON, in his address announced the death 

of Bro. HWHARD PORCHER, a Distriet Deputy Grand Master; the first time 
he had been called upon to make such an announcement. 

Of the condition of the craft he says: 

" While in some lodges, and even in some sections of the state, Ma.<onry 
is not flourishing as it should, I am glad to be able to report that as a rule we 
see much that is encouraging, and in many instances satisfactory. I find 
that the officers are becoming more familiar with the revised ritual, and, as 
a natural consequence, the attendance is generally larger, and more interest 
is displayed. The extreme low price of cotton, causing a 'financial de
pression' that is painfully felt throughout our state, has no doubt kept down 
a large increase in our membership; but I have great faith in the happy rll
-suIts sure to flow from a uniform ritual and the visits of Grand Lodge 
officers to subordinat.e lodges. I do not attach much importance to numbers. 
Instead of taking membership as the evidence of our condition, let us re
member that it is only when we reflect in OUL' daily lives the teachings of 
Ol lr noble order, that we can truly say we are prosperous." 

He had visited fourteen lodges, but gives no specific account of his visita

tions. - He speaks in high terms of the tiervices of the District Deputy Grand 
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Masters. lIe had rev ived four lodges and granted a dispensation for a new 
one. 

We find from the decisions of the Grand Master that the" perfection rule" 
as to cand idates is in full force in its strictest terms in that jurisdiction. 
In fact, the provision is inserted in the Constitution: but we would like to 
inquire of Bro. lNCLESBY where his Grand Lodge finds in the Olel. Charge the 
authority for that provision. It seems to us that the Grand Lodge has put 
into its Constitution a part of the charge but omitted a very essential portion 
of it. 

I-Ie c!(lls the attention of his Grand Lodge to the action of the Grand 
Lodge of Washington. The Grand Lodge acted upon it and suspended 
masonic intercourse. 

We have examined carefully the reports of the District Deputy Grand 
Masters and we believe that the good results of the system are alreael.y ap
parent. It is barely pcssible that the only change in the system is that, 
considering the extent of .territory, a larger number of districts may possibly 
have to be created. We note that one Deputy failed to visit two lodges and 
it would have required four days to have made the visits. This suggests 
that perhaps the t.rouble can be obviated by having smaller districts and 
more of them. 

The Committee on the Grand Master's address urged D. D. G. Masters 
to visit all the lodges~ whether specially invited or not. 

A few of the lodges, but fewer than usual, asked and were granted time 
in which to pay their dues. 

It was decidfld that if a lodge receives a petition from a candidate and 
acts upon it and confers one degree upon him, the applicant is a reguiar 
mason, alth ugh he has not resided in the jurisdiction for the time required 
in the Constitution. 

The committee, to which was referred the matter of the Grand Lodge of 
Wa8hington, made an able report. We, however, will not notice it further 
on account of the more recent action of that Grand Lodge. We may refer 
to this report, however, when we come to the review of Washington. 

We find that the retiring Grand Master, JACOB T. B .-I.RRON', submitted an 
amendment to the Constitution which lies over another year, as follows: 

,; Providfld, the Grand Master may grant his dispensation to receive such 
candidates as in his judgment can literally comply with all the requil'flments 
of the ritual-the right of dispensation being restricted to such c9.Ses." 

This, if adopted, we believe will bring the Constitution of this Grand 
Lodge more nearly in accord with the ·ancient charge. 

A committee was appointed to prepare a uniform ritual for opening and 
closing the Grand Lodge, and later to prepare a ritual for a yasonic Burial 
Service. 

Al'l'. 33 Q. L. 
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Much routine business was transacted by the Grand Lodge, and their 
whole proceedings show a greater degree of real prosperity than has pre
va iled in tllls ·j urisdiction for many years. 

The Report on · Correspondence (pp. 117) was presented as usual by Bro. 
CHARLES INGLESllY , Grand Secretary. It is a very faithful abstract of the 
various proceedings, involving much labor, enlivened with instructive COlll

ments. 

In discussing the question 'of perpetual jurisdiction, he says: 

" The Grand Lodge of South Carolina from its organization has sustained 
the perpetual jurisdiction doctrine, and so far as we can see, it will continue 
to do so. That is enough for us. We do not claim nor expect that our regu
lations regarding rejected candidates, shall be operative within the territory 
of another Grand Lodge. In their territory, they can do as they tiee nt. 
They can, if they like it, take the stones rejected by the builders of our 
Temple and put them in proud places in their masonic ed ifice, but if they 
are brought into South Carolina they will , be, and will be al ways, treated as 
rejected material, and therefore unfit for our masonic associal.ion." 

We do not think this is quite consistent. If the masonic right to mak e 
masons of candidates rejected in anotber jurisdiction is acknowledged, it 
seems to us that masonic duty req uires that tbose candidates, when so 
made, should be recogn ized as regular masons; moreover, we do not see 
but that, upon the same principle, lodges in one ;urisdict ion lIlay initiate 
expelled and suspended masons. We think our brother in the sentence, 
"in other territory they can do as they see fit," has for the moment for
gotten tbe effect of the law which controls all Grand Lodges and which he 
so forcibly applies in relation to the action of the Grand Lodge of Wash ing
ton. If he only means that they have the physical power to do so, of course 
we agree, but it means nothing; the quest ion is one of lawful power and of 

right. 

Of the usefnlness of codifying masonic law, he says: 

"It was exactly this condition, which induced the Gralld Lodgc of Soulh 
Carolina to have prepared a codincation of its laws as declared in its edicts 
and decisions, which, in connectiou with its Constitution, should constitute 
the written law of the jurisdiction, and that work has been done. The code 
of South Carolina is based upon the Constitution, edicts, rulings and deeis· 
ions of the Grand Lodge, repeals all edicts, rulings and decisions that have 
preceded it, and with the Constitution, contains all the written law of the 
jurisdiction. The adverse decision of the Grand Master or even of the 
Grand Lodge itself, to any section of the code, operates only in the particular 
case in which it is made, but the section stands until it is expressly ebangerl 
by the Grand Lodge enacting a new section in its stead, which of course it 
can at any time do. In this way there are no conflicting laws and there is 
no difficulty in ascertaining what is the law of the jurisdiction. We suggest 
to our brethren in Georgia to adopt our plan." 

In his review of Maine he quotes Grand Master LOCKJ;'s remarks in rela

tion to masonic relief, and adds: 
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" This is Round doctrine. For years we have been urging it ann trying 
to point ont that the duty of the individual mason in this regard, is enjoined 
in his M. M. O. B. alld that it is so is one of the chief beauties of onr insti
tution which distinguishes it from the imitation orders, which are avowedly 
4 mutnal benefit' schemes." 

In his rev iew of Nebraska he says: 

"We note with in terest the action of the Grand Master in a case in which 
he exercised his prerogative as Grand Master. Trouble had arisen in a 
lodge and the Granli Master visited it in consequence. The lodge proposed 
to sllrrender its charter. The Grand Master summoned all the resident. 
members to meet him in the lodge room. He found that one brother with 
some ground for complaint, thought he had been wronged by the lodge; 
two J'ellow Crafts, perhaps three, against whom no ground of objection 
rpally existed, had been rejected upon their application for anvancement. 
The Grand Master presided ann explained to the lodge what he regarded to 
be it~ duty and the duty of its members; one to the other, and to tbe frater
nity at large, as also some quest ions of masonic law and uaage. Tbe mat
ters of disagreement were, by the members of the :odge, fully discussed in a 
frate rnal spir it, and by a secret· clear ballot, tbe G. M. was petitioned to 
dispense authority to the lodge to ballot upon the advancement of tbe two 
b'. C., who had been rejected. 4 Regard ing the matter of grave importance, 
nnd being sat isnen that the good of tbe lodge and of Frecmasonry wouln be 
best conserved, I determined to exerise a prerogative of the office I hold, 
but only in the unwritten law, yet as surely existing as any power residing 
in the Orand Master; I gran ted tbe prayer of tbe lodge. Upon a favorable 
ballot, taken upon each of two applications, I proceeded and raiscd tbe 
brothers to the sublime degree of M. M.' In our judgment it is just for 
such reasons and such cases, that in the ancient Constitutions, the Grand 
Master is vested with almost unlimited powers. It is right that he should 
be. " 

* * * * * * * * * 
"The prerogative of making a lIIason at sight, is distinctly placed in our 

Constitution, and should be in all. We agree with the Grand Master, how
ever, that the matter of making a m~son at sight, is an inherent prerog
at.i ve of the offi ce, because it is a landmark. " 

li e discusses the action of tbe Grand Lodge of Washington very ably, and 

calls attention to an article, pnblished in the Voice of Masonry, at the time 

Bro. MACKb:Y was one of the editors. We had overlooked that article, but 

now our attention is called to it, we remember it as a very able discussion 
of the whole matter at the time tbe question was mooted before the Grand 

Lodge of Ohio. He reaches the following conclusions: 
"1. That the so-called African Lodge, No. 459, never had any American 

authority for its constitution. The Grand Lodge of Massachusetts was in 
full possession of its territory in 1787, when the English charter was issued , 
and all masonic authority will therefore agree that the charter was illegally 
granted. A t the utmost, however, it was simply a charter for a subordinate 
lodge, fwd absolu tely conferred no authority to Prince Hall, its W. M., to 
dub himself R. W. to convert hi'llseif into a Grand Master and his lodge 
into a Grand Lodge. It was simply a bold assnmption and usurpation. 

4·2. That in 1813 the Grand Lodge of England dropped this AfrIcan 
I.odge from their registry, it having been dormant for many years. That 
fmm that time, even its unlawful existence was terminated. ., 

"3. That therefore neither it, nor the illegal lodges which 1t attempted 
to organize in Massachusetts and in Pennsylvania, ever had the right to con-
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vert themselves into Grand Lodges, and therefore the assertion in the 
Washington resolutions that these so··called Grand Lodges' may justly be 
regarded as l~gitimate masonic Grand Lodges,' is entirely lintrue and with
out justification." 

SOUTH DAKOTA, 1898. 

'Ve have the portraits of the retiring Grand Master, ALBEHT W. COE; 
Grand Master OSCAR S. GIFFORD; and of :FRANKLIN J. DEWITT, Depnty 
Grand Master, who had died during the year. Bro. DE WITT was the Mastel' 
of one of the earliest lodges in the territory while it was u. D., and was one 
of the active spirits in the formation of the Grand Lodge, and its first Deputy 
Grand Master. He was elected Grand Master, but felt obliged to decline 
on account of ill heath. He had been a very active mason, and was much 
beloved by the brethren. 

Grand Master COE, in his address, gives a brief account of his official 
action. He had created one new lodge u. D., but had declined a request 
for a dispensation for a military lodge. 

The Grand Lecturer being about to move out of the jurisdiction, t.enderecj 
his resignation, but the Grand Master, following the l'llie growing out of a 
comparatively recent change in the installation ceremonies, held that that 
officer could not resign after he had been installed; but bn appoin ted another 
brother to act temporarily for the Grand Lecturer. 

Two lodges had consolidated under circumstances which seem to indi.cate 
that the organization of the second lodge grew out of the temporary dissen
sion among the brethren; and the Grand Master congratulates them tbat 
peace and harmony at that place again prevailed. 

One charter had been surrendered. 
He advised very earnestly that the Grand Loclge should establish a per

manent place of meeting, but the majority 'Jf the committee reported ad
versely, and no action was taken. 

The report of the Grand Lecturer indicates to us that tbe Sllbstitution of 
District Deputy Grand Masters in a jurisdiction having as large a jurisdic
tion as South Dakota, is the most effective within tbe financial resources of 
the Grand Lodge. 

The Library had been increased by the binding of 136 volumes, and wbile 
the Grand Secretary reports that he has 100 more volumes ready for binding, 
in view of the celebration of the twenty-fiftb anniversary of the Grand 
Lodge, it was deemed wise to postpone further appropriations for the Library 

to another year. 
Bro. BLATT had found among the papers of Bro. IhWITT the dispensa

tion from the Grand Master of Iowa for a lodge at Fort Randall, bearing 
date of April 23, 1862, of which Bro. DEWITT was the Master, He alB(} 
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found the written copy of the proceedings of the convention which culmin
ated in the organization of the Grand Lodge. This dispensation was said 
to be the oldest masonic document of the two Dakotas. Bro. BLATT pre
sented that to the Grand Lodge, which tendered him thanks therefor. The 
Governor of the state was introduced and welcomed, and made a brief speech 
in reply. 

No appeals were before the committee, but in two cases action of lodges 
in expelling members were confirmed. • 

The committee on the celebration of the quarter centennial reported that 
they had decided to luwe a historical address by Bro. BLATT, to be followed 
by toasts and responses a nd other appropriate pxercises, to be held at the 
next annual communication. 

The Committee on Library say that there are 780 bound volumes in the 
Iibra~y, together with 100 not bound. They consist wholly of Proceedings 
of Grand Lodges, Grand Chapters and Grand Commanderies. 

The Committee on Jurisprudence, in relation to the case in which a lodge 
conferred the degrees upon a candidate rejected by a lodge in Michigan with
out obtaining its consent, reported that the Dakota lodge had acted in strict 
conformity with the regulations of the Grand Lodge. It seems that the 
doctrine of perpetual jurisdiction pre,ailed in Dakota for some years after 
the organization of the Grand Lodge, but it had been eliminated. The com
mittee say: 

" Weare opposed to any change in the same, believing it to be a fair and 
just one, and in full accord with the earlier practices of Masonry, as well as 
that of a majority of the Grand Lodges in this and in all foreign countries 
to-day. " 

We take exception to the statement that their present rule is in full accord 
with the earlier practices of Masonry; for, so far as known, the fact was 
precisely the contrary. The committee apparently think that the case with 
Michigan is ended, but if the party should happen to viSit his old home and 
find that in Michigan he is not held to be a mason entitled to recognition, 
something further will be heard from the case. At any rate, it seems to us 
that the party who is most interested would have some right to complain 
that the Grand Lodge of South Dakota had failed to do its duty somewhere. 

We regret to find that the committee seem to assume that the law of terri

torial jurisdiction was made for the benefit of particular lodges instead of 
the safety of the craft; and while we think that the lodge should vote upon 
the waiver of jurisdiction, the reason for requiring the vote is that that lodge 
is presumed to be best acquainted with the qualifications of the applicant, 
and not on the ground that the lodge has a vested interest, so to speak, in 
the candidate. While the committee are right in saying that .,the majority 
of Grand Lodges do not hold to perpetual jurisdiction, w~ think that a 
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majority do hold, that (he status given to a candidate by rejection, is biuding 

upon him wherever he goes. 

Past Grana Master JOHN QUINCY A DBIS BADEN, havillg enlisterl as a 

private soldier, the Grand Lodge adopted a resolutiou of commendation, and 

congratulation on his having been promoted. 

The Report on Correspondence (pp. 176) was presented by Bro. WILLIAM 

BLATT. It was written during th e excitement 9f tile beginning of the war 
with Spain, augmented by tile fact that his only son, about to grad uate 

from college, had gone into the army. 

In his introduction he says: 

" The proposal of the Grand Lodge of Maine for a uniform law by Grand 
Lodges upon this subject, has been considered by the majority of the Grand 
LodgeR in the United States. The action taken proves the futility of any 
effort in that direction, and the instances of acqlliescence are very f~ in 
deed and far between. The grounds taken npon the subject by Brother 
Josiah H. Drummond, notwithstanding the fact tbat he is olle of the few 
rcognized authorities on Masonic Jurisprudence, are not altogether tenable, 
and we believe he has in a few of his arguments permitted his zeal, ill favor 
of the proposal, to get the better of his judgment. He maintaills for in
stance, in reply to Brother Vincil of Missouri, that the initiation by one 
lodge (after a reasonable length of time, 'of course,) of the rejected material 
of another, is precisely the same as if the former had initiattd one, expel/ed 
by the latter. An expelled mason is one convicted of crime after due tria!. 
A rejccted applicant is not a masonic criminal, ami. the parallel is unreasO Il
able and unj ust. 

" We do not, however, desire to prejud ice .the minds of the members of 
our Grand Lodge upon the subject, and will lay Brother Dl'lImmond's argu
ments, in his own words, before our Grand Lodge. The subject is oue de
manding more than ordinary consideration." 

He is in error in relation to the status of the resolution of our Gralld 

Lodge. We are entirely satisfied with tlie progress that has been !nade. 
It has been greater than we had anticipated. Th is is a revolution that will 

not go backwards. The Grand Lodges, which have adopted the proposition, 

will continne to adhere to it, and the logic of events is bringing other Gralld 

Lodges to the same view of the matter. Several which have not adopted thc 

Maine proposition in terms, have adopted the principle upon which it iR 

based, to wit: that the status of a rejected candidatE: fo llows him wherever 

he goes. 

He has not qnite correctly stated ollr argument to which he refers. It 

was first used in reply to Bro. CI~ARK of Kentncky, who held that every 

Grand Lodge has power to act as it pleases in regard to resid ents within its 

jurisdiction, and that other Grand Lodges are bound to recognize snch action 
as valid. We denied the correctness of this proposition, and in proof stated 

that that doctrine would allow on8'Grand Lodge to make a mason of a mason 

expelled in another jurisdiction. 

But in addition we claimed then, and we claim now, that while making a 
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mason of a rejected candidate of another jurisdiction is not precisely the 
same as it would be in case of an expelled mason, yet that the principle is 
the same in both cases. It is true that a rejected candidate is not a masonic 
criminal, nor is an expelled mason a masonic criminal except by force of the 
action of t.he lodge which expelled him, and he must be .treated as an expelled 
mason everywhere on account of that judgment of the lodge, and no other 
lodge has the right to inquire into the grounds upon whil.!h that judgment is 
based. In the case of a rejected candidate, the lodge, having jurisdiction, 
has in the manner prescribed by immemorial usage, rendered a judgment 
that the candidate is unfit to be made a Mason. The method of proceed
ing is not the same in both cases, but in each case the method of proceeding 
is according to the immemorial law, and the judgment of the lodge in both 
cases stands upon the same principle. 

In regard to non-affili ation, Bro. BLATT says: 

" While membership in the lodge is a m"sonic duty, a duty existent since 
the organization of lodges, yet we bave failed to see any benefits derived by 
coercinn in the line of legislation." 

His gellcral review is, as heretofore, a very carefully prepared abstract of 
the proceedings. He approves the action uf a Grand Master in granting a 
dispensation to a lodge to decorate its altar with the American flag. We do 
not 'agree. We do not believe that tbe altar of Freemasonry should be dec
orated in any other manner than the ancient usages prescribe. 

In his review of the District of Columbia he says: 

"A resolution was presented providing that in case where a sufficient 
number of brethren do not assemble to form a respectable procession at the 
funeral of a deceased brother, the Master is antlwrized to designate a com
mittee which may conduct the masonic funeral serv'ice, wearing masonk cloth
ing. The writer is wholly responsible for the italics. Shades of George 
Washington's monument! Where are you going? Or is it possible we are 
a back number or too far west." 

What will he think of the present practice of Pennsylvania? 

He says further: 

" Un(ler Maine, he maintains that lod ge jurisdiction over profanes is 
purely United States Masonry; that it never has nor does it now obtain in 
any Enropean or South American Grand Lodge. Bro. Drummond himself 
states that it was not the law in Maine when he became a member of it, and 
that he assisted at its est.ablishment in that Grand Lodge. That the right 
of a lodge to make a mason regardless of residence is inherent, but has been 
abridged, no doubt wisely so, by Grand Lodges. Hence a waiver of juris
diction must of necessi ty still be inherent in the lodge and not in the Grand 
Master. We have always stood upon and maintaiued the same grounds." 

We do not quite understand this logic. If a candidate may apply to any 
lodge he pleases, we do not see what any lod~e has to do in relation to the 
waiver of jurisdiction, so that when the Grand Lodge limits tfie'~ights of the 
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candidate, it seems to us that it may annex such conditions as it pleases, 
and that the lodge has no inherent right in the matter. 

He quotes"'the decision of Grand Master F ARNHHI in reference to the 
rights of an unaffiliated mason, and says that if that decision omitted the 
words" Masonic.l'elief for himself or family," it would be the Dakota law 

verbatim. The decision, as understood in Maine, referred only to relief by 
ll)dges, and did not undertake to hold that the unaffiliated mason has no 
right to masonic relief from an individual brother. 

We do not know in what particnlar service our brother's son enlisted. If 

he went to Cuba he has probably returned; in allY event, we most eal'llestly 
hope that his son has been preserved, alld will be preserved to retul'll to him 
in good time. 

TENNESSEE, 1899. 

The frontispiece is a portrait of Bro. JOSEPH H. BULLOCK, the incoming 
Grand Master. Years have touched him since we first met him nearly 
twenty-five years ago at Nashville and New Orleans, but so lightly that we 
recognized the portrait at once without stopping to look at his bold, plain 

autograph. 
The Grand Master, WILLIAM H. BUMPAS, referred in his address in elo

quent terms, to the times through which we were passing, recalling the 
memory of the heroes of the past, and mentioning the heroes of the present, 

wnose Lames are inscribed upon ouI' rolls. 
He had granted a large number of dispensations, many of which were to 

install officers. We cannot forbear repeating that we deem it against the 
true interests of the craft to mUltiply occasions for dispensations. It may 

be different in other jurisdictions, but certain ly no harm has come during 
all these years in Maine from giving the power to install the officers to the 
retiring Master of the lodge. We even think that a general law that when 
the eiection is not held at the 'stated time it might be held at the next stated 
communication, would be preferable to requiring a dispensation in every 

such case. 
He had made quite a number of visitations, and in this connection speaks 

of the District Lecturers as follows: 

"Judging from the character of the work with which we met in our vis
itations, we are well persuaded that these brethren have faithfully performed 
the dutips entrusted to them. We have not heard one word of dissatisfac
tion or criticism of anyone of them." 

He had granted dispensations for twu new lodges. 

While he had omitted a very large number of his decisions, he still re
ports twpnty·nine. Among them was that he could not grant a dispensation 
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for celebrating St. John's Day on any other date than the twent.y-fourtlJ of 
June. He beld that a lodge has a right to call off for a time, up to tbe next 
regular meeting. Thc other decisions depend upon local law, or are such as 
have been passed on so frequently in other jurisdictions that they need not 

be repeated. 

Of the representative system, he says: 
" We have received several requests from Foreign Jurisdictions to appoint 

at their Grand Lodges representatives to take the pla.ces of deceased breth
ren. This custom having been abandoned by the Grand Lodge of Tennessee 
of course no action was taken. We regret that this ancient and highly 
fraternal custom has fall en into disuse with a jurisdiction standing so high 
as does that of Tennessee. We trust that in your deliberations you may see 
fit to revive this custom, which can not be otherwise than of benefit to us. 
In fact, we are of the opinion that we exhibit an unwarranted selfishness 
not to participate in this time-honored custom of broad Fraternity." 

The committee differed from his view, but a resolution restoring the system 
presented by Past Grand Master GEORGE H. MORGAN, was adopted. 

He calls the attention of the Grand Lodge to the fact that there are only 
about twenty days in which lodges are allowed to elect and install their 
officers and make up their returns for the Grand Secretary, and suggests 
that the time is insufficient. 

He notes with pleasure the return of the Bible to masonic altars in Peru, 
and believes that this g ives new hope to the Masonry in Chat country. 

He devotes considerable space to " the Home" and he brings good news. 
But an additional building was needed, to raisA the funds for which a call 
was made for voluntary contributions. The responses were such that the 
additional building had been built and paid for. We congratulate the craft of 

that state upon their successful efforts in th is direction . 
. He makes a U'lOst eloquent appeal in favor of a " Home for the old Mason." 

He thinks that :jil2,OOO will build and furnish the home for present needs. 
He an nounces the death of JOliN R. FRIZZELL, the son of the lamented 
JOHN FRIZZELL, so many years Grand Secretary, and pays a deserved tribute 
to his memory. He also announces the death of Past Grand Master 
ARCHELAUS M. HUGHJ<:S, at the age of eighty-seven years, who was buried 
by the Grand Lodge, of which he had been a member for more than sixty 
years ·and three times Grand Master. We take the following from the 

tribute to his memory : 

" We buried Grand Master Hughes from his own church, in the city of 
Columbia. A large concourse of masons and friends followed him to his 
home in Hose Hill Cemetery. We were reminded, as we stood at the foot 
of his grave, of his great usefulness, his long life, his grand career, his noble 
name, his untarnished character, and we f:llt that we stood in the presence 
of a sacred friendship, and upon holy ground. We turn away from these 
graves, remembering that a young life has gone out, leaving behind hun
dreds of friends who will regret his death, and that from the'"6tber there 
comes the sweet reflection that old age is happy, and ple¥ant, and full of 
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comfort when the trust on God is strong. Judge Hughes died in the full 
hope of a glorious immortality, and we trust that on the glorious morn of 
the R esurrect(pJr, we shall greet them bo th." 

Bro. BEN HERMAN, one of the found ers of the" Home," had also died 

during the year. 

Re gives the resolutions adopted by the Grand Lodge of Wash ington, and 
without entering into a discussion of them he recommends that the relations 

with that jurisdiction be suspended. 

He refers to various other matters, showing, as he well says in one of the 

opening paragraphs of his address: 

" We have no apologies to make for our shortcomings, for the reason that 
we have given to you our best ability, our best thoughts, and our best time, 
after we had discharged those duties which we first owed to our God a nd to 
our family. During the year every letter has received a r eply; every ques
tion has been a nswered; every brother that ha~ ask ed coun~el has received 
aid; everyadliress th Rt it was possible to make hRs been delivererl; every 
visit thRt conld be made without detrimellt to our business or heRlth, 
hRS been made ; hundreds of letters were written to Rdvance the canse of 
Masom'y, and to build up her Widows a nd Orphans' Home. " 

But we quote the following in rela tion to intemperance in spite of its 

length, becanse it sets out the trne doctrin e: 

.. Brethren, to be a good man fmd a good mason, lIleans to be a temperate 
man a nd a t emperate mason. It is unbecom ing the dignity of manhood to 
be intemperate. It is immoral in the highest sense awl it lays the founda· 
tion for wrecking the most snbstantial and beautiful characters. Intemper
ance does not lead to noble life or to noble doing or to noble daring, but it 
dethrones every high impulse of the sou l and causes the possessor to descend 
to the very lowest scale of degradation. A drunken mason should be an 
object of pity, and while we co mmiserate his condition ann his weakn ess, 
we do not forget th at one of the first lessons impressed upon his young life 
was to be a temperate ma n. We do not fo rget that as he entered that door 
a nd took the step to the sacred .place of prayer, that he there stood an 
honest, temperate awl upright man, endowed with intellect and the graces 
which go to adorn human life and render it beautiful in the eyes of the 
brethren. We do not forget that as he listened to the solemn wal'llings 
against immorali ty and vice t bat his heart received the impressiolls and that 
he r esolved then and there to dignify the calling which he had chosen. We 
do not forge t that as the years came and his life grew stronger and the world 
grew fr iendlier, and he went forth to earn a manly living, that he met 
temptations. W e do not forget that he is weak by natme, and although en
dowed with an immor tal part, yet he is a highly social being. and that the 
social glass has of times led to t he pa uper's grave. Brethren, there cannot 
be any higher rules made for the man who promises upon the sacred pages 
of the Grea t Light, that he will be just and honorable and upright and tem
perate in his daily walk before his hrethren and his Maker. Every man 
can, by his infinence, and the example of hi s own life, r efuse to support and 
defend men of intemperate habits, ami to lend the aid of his life and his 
good works to th e canse of intemperance which digs more graves than war 
or pestilence and r enders fatherless more children than the most dreaded 
epidemics. The legislation of this Grand Lodge is towards temperance. 
The doors of Masonry are barred against the man who manufactures and 
sells whiskey. Can we not raise anI' voices against him who by his high 
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handed and defiling life brings disgrace upon this noble profession, and dis
honor upon his own name and household? A drunkard is unfit for the com
pany of gentlemen, a (lrunkard is unfit for the company of any man, and 
he who willingly consents to degrade his life and destroy his immortal soul, 
should find no home in this ayslum, where the hand that greets, is the 
promised hand that binds up the wounds which his wicked course has made. 

"The world moves easier and faster to-day than a hundred years ago. 
The rules of business are as inexorable as fate. Business spurns intemper
ance. The drunkard must seek his level. Socit'ty frowns at the offensijre 
smile of sickly, maudlin manhood nnder the robes of office and authority. 
The iron hand of government presses down upun this foul blot. Shall 
Masonry do less? If he will not turn from this evil, Masonry must disown 
her son." 

It recalls to our mind an incirlent in 1877, at Buffalo or Cleveland, we 

forget which, when the brethren from Tennessee set a splendid example in 

th'is respect. 

The chilrlren at the Home gave an entertainment, attended by the Grand 
Lodge, which was a rare treat. The record says: 

" During the .entire performltnce It number of the little ones, who look 
upon Grand Master Bumpas as a father, gathered around him, and one 
little tot went asleep in his arlllS and rested there until the close of the 
entertainment. " 

Happy Grand Master! 

From the report of the Board of Custodians it is evident that several of 

the District Lecturers, at least, faithfully attended to their duty, and made 

faithful reports to the Grand Lodge. 

One decision of the report of the Committee on Grievances, which was 
adopted by the Grand Lodge, strikes us with surprise. A mason expelled 

for non-payment of dues having paid the dnes, petitions the Grand Lodge 

for restoration, stating that he was then living within the jurisdiction of a 

New York lodge, which had adopted a resolution recommending his restora

tion. The comm ittee decided that the Grand Lodge had no jurisdiction and 

,rejected the petition. It may be that the lodge, by which he was expelled, 

by the law of Tennessee is the only one having jurisdiction, or that he 
should have procured the recommendation of that lodge to accompany his 

petition. In Maine, the Grand Lodge has jurisdiction in snch cases. 

We notice that the Grand Lodge set aside an acquittal on the ground that 

the evidence sustained the charges, and remanded the casf! for a new trial. 

Our experience is that in such cases the harmony of the lodge is liable to be 

very greatly disturbed by the second trial, and it is much better for the 

Grand Lodge to give the judgment, which, upon the evidence, the lodge 
ought to have given, and inflict the punishment. However, we find this 

was done in another case. This corrects our first impression, as it shows 
that the Grand Lodge is accustomed. to exercise this power which some 

Grand Lodges have held we cannot exercise. 
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A very interesting report in relation to the Home is submitted with de

tails. We·fili'd tlw.t it is controlled by a board who have charge of the 

funds, the principal of which is to be preserved inviolate, and never to be 

dim inished. It may be that when the time comes for re-investment, this 
\vill impose a burden in pa.ying the premillm, which would probably have to 

be paid in o]'(ler to obtain securities of the character required in the rules. 

Blh we have no doubt that the craft in Tennessee would respond instantly 
to the call in such a case. 

The Grand Lodge, upon the report of the Committee on Jurisprudence, 
reversed the decision of the Grand Master, that an objection in advanr.e 

does not hold. The same question arose in Maine, and Olll' Grand Lodge 

decided in accordance with the decision of Grand Master BUMPAS, and we 

have observed to the same effect in several other jurisdictions. As we 

und erstand it, it was also held that service as a Warden in another jurisdic

tion is not sufficient to enablE'. a brother to serve as Warden in Tennessee. 

If that is so, we think it ought to be changerl. We believe that the old law 
relates to service as Warden or service as Master, and that when a man has 

been a Master or a Warden in a regular lodge, no matter where, he is to all 

intents and purposes a past Master and a past Warden. 

The committee also suggest to the Grand Lodge that the Board of Control 

should not increase the capacity of the Home to the extent that the expenses 

shall exceed the income; otherwise it will bring the noble charity into dis

grace. 
It commends the views of the Grand Mastel' in regarrl to a " Home for 

old masons," but thinks the time is not propitious for undertaking it. But 
his action in his efforts to raise money for the Home on St. John's day an: 

commended. They endorsed his views favoring the publication of a history, 

but held that it should he done without cost to the Grand Lorlge. 

Of his views in relation to intemperance, the committee say: 

" We most heartily, unequivocally, and with all the force of our nature, 
approve what th e Grand Master says conceJ'lling profanity and intemper
ance. These two vices, in our opinion, have sent more souls to perdition, 
wrecked the happiness of more homes, blighted the prospects of a larger 
number of commnnities, and committed more murders than all the other 
vices combined. Brethren, beed his advice." 

They endorse his views as to the action of the Grand Lodge of Washing

ton, and report a resolution suspending masonic intercourse, which was 

adopted by the Grand.Lodge. 

The Report Oil Correspondence (pp. 116) was presented by Bro. GEORGE 
H. MORGAN. He endorses very eloquently the views of the Grand Master 

of Alabamll. in regal'd to the Bible. He quotes some criticisms on the law 

of perpetnal jnrisdiction, which illustrate the difficulty of discussing the 

question of law which shall apply to all cases when it happens to a rise in a 



C orresponden ce- T en1'tes see. 

case of apparently particular hardship. The extract begins wi th '" a Imin 

of confessedly high charac ter," etc. Now this suggestion is mislea(li ng and ' 

never should have been used in the a rgum ent of a question of law. The 

law in the case IS precisely the same as if a Illan had been confessedly of the 

worst possible character, and the use of this a rgument shows the weakness 

uf the proposition which the party using it is endeavoring to susta in . Huw

ever, the . real point was that one Grand Lodge cla imed that the rejected 
candidate received a statas froin which he could be relieved only accord ing 

to the law of the jurisdiction in which he received it; and if Bro. MOltG AN 

will read his extract again he will perce ive that the remainder would apply 
equally to a person who had been expelled , as to one who had been rejec ted . 

It is not a case of error in procedure, but a case in which, in consequence of 

the status of the party, tht: lodge had no jurisdiction over him whatever. 

But we agree with him fully in his remarks in relation to trying a nd ex

pelling craftsman , who had come to the cOI. clusion that they could not con~ 

scientiollsly remain members of the Fra ternity ; we believe th at this is un

answerable: 

" We think the ruling, as well as the action of- the lodge, cont rary to both 
the spirit and letter of masonic law, When the candid ate first crosses tile 
masonic thresh hold, is there nothing in the assurance g iven him that what 
he 'is about to take lIpon himself does not conflict wi th his religious Ol' polit
ical notion~, be they what they may, or that conflicts with his d uty to his 
family, himself, his country, or his God ? I s th ere any Medo-Persian Jaw 
in Masonry tha t compels him to hold to th e views on relig ion and religious 
duty he entertains when he becomes a mason, under pain of expUls ion if he 
changes? We claim to be • Free and Accepted Masons !' I s there no 
meaning in the word' F ree? ' The very quota tion from the Constitution 
given by Grand Master Scott pla inly shows the ruling to be erroneous. To 
become a mason a man must be " free-born." I n becoming a member he 
surrenders none of his freedom, but only takes on himself addit ional obliga
tions and duties." 

In his review of Maine, he quotes the provision of our Constitution in re la 

tion to rejected candidates, but adds that he thin ks the Tennessee law is 

better ; but we do not find what tha t law is. 

lIe does not quite understand what we said in rela tlon to the " s in " of 

our Tennessee brethren in not giving the nn.mes of the Grand Lodge officers. 

If he will turn to the list of its Grand Officers present, he will fin d that 

the first name is given in full but once, and in only two other cases are 

abbreviations which indicate what the name is. In other words, only the 

initials of names a re given as a rule and a very general rule, a lld while tile , 

Grand Officers may be well known a t home, yet their na mes are not known 

to very many of the readers of the Proceedings; and the result is tha t we, 
in other jurisdictions, do not know which one of perh aps a dozen men of 

the same initials, is meant. 

We are very glad to learn that our brother is even partially out of the 
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clutch of his old enemy, the rheumatism. While that has never had much 
of a clutch on us, we have had occasional twinges of it sufficient to enable 

us to sympathlze very heartily with any olle suffering with it. We reeipro

cate most heartily the lines he has quoted, addressed. to his brethren of 
these committees. 

TEXAS, 1898. 

For such an immense jnrisdiction, the address of the Grand Master, JOHN 

L. TERRI'; LL, is quite brief, but it was supplemented by an address from tfle 
Deputy Grand Master, who, in that jurisdiction, has the same p(' wers as a 

Grand Master in relation to various matters, as we understand it. 

The Grand Master says: 

" In the turmoil of battle on land and on sea, the hand of Providence 
has guidpd the destinies of our nation and our men in the great cause of 
humanity, made manifest in the wonderful achievements of a liberty-loving 
people against tyranny and oppression, while at the same time He has knit 
togpther the hearts of our own patriotic citizenship and obliterated what of 
division may have been ieft among the people of our own land and flag, till 
we feel that all the earth should sing: • 0 be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands: 
serve the Lord with gladness and come before his presence with a song.' 

"From all parts of our great jurisdiction come the glad. news of peace an .] 
harmony among our near 30,000 hrethren . 

• , Our lodges are prosperous and we feel confid ent that thesc Masters 
come with buoyant spirit to enter upon the labors of this communication 
with renewed love and eRteem for the works of our ancient and honorable 
institution. " 

He gives a brief account of his very numerous official acts. He had de· 

clined to give a di!'pensation for a military lodge. 

A lodge elected a party to membership upon his presenting what pur

ported to be a dimit from a lodge in Arkansas, but when he attempted to 
visit the lodge, he could not prove himself to be a mason, and it turned ont 

that the dimit had been forged. The Grand ;'Iiaster very properly declared. 

the proceedings void and censured the lodge for not ascertaining that the 

party was a mason before they received his application for membership. 

He decided that a protest against conferring the fir3t degree may be made 

after the petition has been filed, althongh before it has been acted upon. 

Upon the recommendation of the committee, the Grand Lodge amended its 

law, so that it now provides that an objection to his receiving the first degree 
may be mad.e at any time after the petition has been received and before he 

receives the degree. This is following the decision of the Grand Lodge of 

Tennessee, but is contrary to the decisions elsewhere, and we believe it is 

erroneous in principle. The ballot is the test, and the right of objectio[) has 

been allowed only as a necessity, in conseqnence either of the discovery 
of lIew facts after the ballot, or because the party objecting was unable to be 
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present and ballot ; and we think the exception to th e old la w ought not to 
be extended . 

The Grand Master decided tha t a b rothe l' offering to vis it a lodge has no 
right to demand that t he charter be b rought into the a lltc-room fo r his in

spection. Of I,his decision the cOUlmittee say : 

"The tenth rl ec is ion is correct in stating that a brother offe ring to vis it a 
lodge has no right to demand au exhibition of its charter; but we wish to 
add that no brother should vis it a lodge un til satisfied that it is r egul arly 
constitu ted, a nd while-no r ight ex ists to demand an exhi bit of t he charte r. 
the lodge ought not to re fuse a reasonabl E' request made by snch brothel', 
that he may obta in the necessary information. " 

There is a good deal of confusion about this ltlatter , but as else where stated, 

we have come to the co ncillsion t,ha t if a lodge assen ts to an applicat ion to 

visit it and to examine the par ty to determine whether he is a mason , he 

has a right to see the charte r, .a nd undet· many c ircu mstances it is his du ty 
to see it. This rule will reconcile the d lrYerences which have ex is ted. 

A lodge TIl ay dec line absolut ely to receive a vis itor, bu t if they assent to re

ceive hilll it is just as much his duty, under the masoni c law, to kn ow tha t 

th E' body which he visits is a la wful lodge, a~ it is for the lodge to ascerta in 
that he is a regular mason. 

The question of Gra nd Lodge expenses had become a serious one, 

especially in view of the efforts in favor of the HGme. I t was found that 

the expenses of District Deputies had very la rgely increased. Within 

twenty years the nnm ber of d is tricts had becn doubled; the nUlllber of lodges 

had largely increased, and the state is so large a one tha t in lllany parts of 

it the lodges are necessarily scattered. T he number of lodges in 1897 is 
814. The expense of visitation was, on an average, less t han a do lla r a 

lodge. Of course, all could not ha ve been visited, but we advise our T exas 
brethren to go slow in a ny measure that will diminish the e ffective n es~ of 

the District Deputy system and the number of lodges vis iterl. 

The committee noted , also, that the expenses of Schools of Instruction had 

cost the Grand Lodge the year before, over ~5000; a nd thereupon, the 
Grand Lodge reduced the mileage f rom three cents to one a nd one-half 

cents, and th e per diem to fifty cents, the origin al idea having been that t he 

Grand Lodge should bear only one-half the expenses. A minority of the 

committee opposed this, bnt th e Grand Lodge adopted it. 

The Grand Lodge form ally extended an invitation to the Grand Cotl1malld

ery of Texas to act as an escort to the Grand Lodge in lay ing the corner 

stone of the Home Oll J anuary. , l S\JS. We think this must mean 1899. 

The Committee on Appeals had quite a la;'ge lllllIlber of cases before it, 

aud some of a very interesting character. One brother was accused of dis

belief in the Bible, but upon his statement of his articles of fait~ , he was 
acquitted. 
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Considerable space is given to the Horne. A lot near Fort Worth had 
been given an.c! accepted, and about $110,000 had been collected for the 
fund; and it ",vas determined to go on and erect the building. 

The Report on Correspondence (pp. 9~) was presented by Bro. THOMAS 
M. MATTHI>WS. It is almost wholly written, and is a carefully prepared 
abstract of the Proceedings reviewed, with occasional comments. lIe repro
duced in it the picture of the meeting of the Grand Lodge of Arizona in the 
Copper Queen mine. He mixes brief comments with his abstracts, and 
thns very pleasantly breaks the monotony. 

He says that in Texas, in the absence of the Master and Wardens, any Past 
Master present may open the lodge, adding, "we ca ll see no fault in our law 
and know that sometimps it is v!lry convenient." Th e same is true in Maine. 

We are obliged to him for giving us the name of Grand Master WATKINS 
and we are glad the Grand Secretary gives us the names of the Gralld 
Master and Deputy, and his own, although beyond those ill the list of Grand 
Officers, he is quite sparing of this information . 

He does not see what the character of the man in whose favor a dispensa
tion is asked, has to do with grantingO it. Well, we think it has a great 
deal to do with it. The sJle object of the delay between the recepUon of 
a petition and its acceptance, is to ascertain what the character of the appli
cant is, and in the case in which it appears that that character is already 
abundantly well known, a Llispensation lIlay safely be granted. 

He undertakes to quote for our benefit, the Old Charge which the com
mittee of his Grand Lodge had in mind when they made a decision upon 
physical qualifications, and we had a little laugh because he stops it just 
where the committee stop it, and adds, "etc." Now if our brother and the 

committee, instead of putting" etc.," will put what there is in the charge, 

they will see the force of the point which we made and there can be no Llif
ference between us as to the construction of the language. However, he 
puts in the disclaimer that he, bimself, does not hold to the perfection 

theory. 
°In regard to the ritual be says: 
" We agree witb him that in regard to the ritual • the utmost that ought 

to be undertaken (and we add that can be reasonably expected) is oto have 
uniformity in the essentials, leaving the matter of details in other respects 
to a pretty large discretion.' We can not and need not expect to bave a 
'cast iron' formula : but we can not agree that 't!le legality of the cipher 
depends entirely ~pon the question whether the cipbpr is legible to profanes,' 
for as we know the O. B. makes the using or making them illegal. At all 
events tbe one which we took does. To us the question is not whetber it 
is legible, but whether it may become so. Like as yourself, brother, we can 
be no more explicit unless we could have a personal interview." 

We agree that the question in relation to ciphers is not whether it is legi
ble only, but to that must be added whether it may become so; and we refer 
him for ou; views to our review of Pennsylvania. 
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He agrees that the best method of reports of committees on character is 
for each member to report orally to the lodge and leave the lodge to judge 
for itself. 

He gives a very able review of the action of the Grand Lodge of Washing
ton, as does the special committee to which it was referred. The Grand 
LOllge adopted a resolution suspending fraternal relations; but as the Grand 
Lodge of Washington has repealed the offensive resolutions, we omit any 
further notice. 

UTAH, 1899. 

We have the portraits of Bro. JAMES DAVID MURDOCH, incoming Gxand 
Master; of P. G. Master EDMUND PELTON JOHNSON, and of P. S. G. W. 
STEPHEN SMITH SCHHA"M, hoth of whom had died during the year. Their 
portraits are accompanied by a biographical sketch of each, prepared by 
Bro. DIEH L, Grand Secretary. 

In the forenoon the Grand Lodge opened, filled vacancies upon some of 
the committees and called off until afternoon, when the Committee on Cre
den tials reported, and the Grand Master announced the standing committees. 

The Grand Master, JOHN FRANCIS HARDIE, delivered a comparatively 
brief address, in which he says that peace and harmony had prevailed, and 
at no time in his opinion, since the organization of the Grand Lodge, had 
there been a warmer and more cordial union among the brethren than now 
exists. 

He says further: 
" It is also a pleasure to state that in admitting new material into the sev

eral lodges, the brethren have exercised due caution and judgment, and 
wllile our own numbers are not so large as in sister jurisdictions, we are con
solpd with the knowledge that it is quality not quantity that wins in the long 
run. In order that our longe meetings may have a larger attendance, and 
so induce brethren who are carrying their dimits in their pockets to join our 
ranks in this state, I would recommend for your approval and encourage
ment a rflvival of the pleasant practice we followed here in Salt Lake City 
some years ago, of visiting each other in a friendly and informal manner. 

" In Illy experipnce in the past such visits never failed to elicit the warm
est expressions of friendship and brotherly love. 

"Fraternity seems to me to be the very essence of Masonry, and what
ever promotes it shou ld receive the hearty concurrence of the craft. In 
connection with this, I would recommend the introduction at these frater
nal visits, of choice readings from leading authors, debates on interesting 
HII bjects, llJusical selections, etc., and any other interesting diversions that 
will transform the dry, prosaic business routine of the Lodge into a joy and 
pleasure, and I have no doubt we will succped in making our meetings more 
attractive, and secure a larger attendance." 

We have no doubt whatever that if this programme could be carried out 
it would result in a greater interest among the brethren, and aid materi
ally in thei r instruction, no~ only in the work but also in the pr()per admin
istration of the affdirs of Masonry. as well as in their duties as masons. 

,API'. 34 G. L. 
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The Grand Master had visited nearly every lod gfl in the jurisdiction, and 

believes th<1,t ...permanent benefit resulted therefrom. ll e notices the war 

with Spain in very patriotic terms. 
He recommended that a roll of honor be published in the l>roceed ings, 

containing the names of those who had served, and the command they were 

serving with, and it was so ordered. 
We greatly regret to learn that in a disastrons fire at Park City, the hall 

of Uintah Lodge was destroyed, with all its records, etc., nothing havin~ 

been saved, and that in addition another lodge had been burned out, losillg 

everytbing; the latter being the youngest lodge in the state, was placed in 

an exceedingly hard condition by the fire, but other lodges had aided them 

generously. Of this the Grand Master says: 
.. I cannot find language fitting enou~h to commend the noble response of 

the brethren in this instance; but it proves what has been sakI so mallY 
times, that the heart and purse of a true mason is ever open to the cry or 
sign of distress. In view of the severe loss of the records of these lodges, 
J most earnestly beseech you to always bave a place provided for their safe 
keeping. Insure them and your furniture in some good reliable fire insur
ance company. ' Do not wait until the horse is stolen before you buy a 
lock.' " 

He gives the following account of an excursion by one of the lodges whose 

hall was burned : 

"I also on the 9th day of July issued a dispensation on Uintah Lod~e to 
hold an open air meeting on the top of a high mountain overlooking Pllrk 
City on the evening of the 13th day of the same month: the s ite chosen for 
this event, was on the top of a mountain almost due north from Park City, 
with a plateau running east and west. A finer s ituation cOllld not have bCf'n 
found anywhere, and being over 8,000 feet above the level of the sea, the 
view was of the grandest description. Having chartered a special train over 
the Utah Central, with Jos. ·G. Bywater, Past Master of Mt. Moriah, No. 2, as 
engineer, and accompanied by 181 brethren from our Utah Lodges, and 27 
from sister jurisdictions we left Salt Lake City at 4.30 p. m. on the afternoon 
of the 13th of July, arriving in Park City in due time, where we were 
met by the brethren of UintahLodge and escorted by them to the chosen 
place of meeting. Sentinels having been stationed to guard agaillst the ap
proach of cowans and eavesdroppers, the lodge was opened in due form, 
and the regular business was proceeded with, first ill order being the receiv
ing of the Grand Lodge Officers, and the dedicating of the altar, and the 
mountain top to masonic uses; speeches bearing on the importance and 
solemnity of the occasion were made by Past Grand Masters Dalby, Scott, 
Gash and myself, 0111' Grand Secretary, and the Worshipful Masters of 
Wasatch, Mt. Moriah, Argenta, Story, Weber and Tintic Lodges. It was 
after 11 o'clock when the lodge was closed, and torches beillg procur"d we 
made the descent of the mOUlltaill, reaching OUt' train without accident, alld 
after having spent a most delightful time with our Park City brpthren and 
partaken of their bountiful hospita lity, we s tarted for horne, arriving there 
in the' wee sma' hours ayont the twa!." 

We notice that similar excursions are ge tting to be, as it seems to us, 

somewhat frequent. We confess to entertaining very gra ve doubts as to 
the benefit of them, especially when they are held for conferring the degrees. 
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In this particular inst.ance it should be noted, however, as we understand 
it, no work was done. 

The report of the Grand Secretary, CHRISTOPHER DIEHL, gives a detailed 
account of the affairs of his office during the year as well as of the condi
tion of the lodges and the library, etc. 

The Grand Lodge, upon the report of the committee, decided that a lodge 
may receive the petition of a man who has a stiff knee, being crippled to 
that extent, who is otherwise well qualified. 

The COIDmi"ttee on Jurisprudence presented a report in relation to the 
action of the Grand Lodge of Washington with the following resolutions, 
which were adopted. 

" Ilesolved first, That we regret exceedingly the action taken in this 
matter by the Grand Lodge of Washington. 

"Resolved second, That we dissent both from its premises and conclu
sions, and can find no warrant for the departure from long established 
customs which must result from such action. 

" Resolved third, That we fraternally implore our brethren of that state 
which bears the name of the foremost great mason of the land, as they love 
the institution of Freemasonry, and desire to maintain that harmony which 
should ever prevail among us, to gather to their full strength at their next 
an nual cOllllllunication, and rescind the action which is the cause of so much 
alarm and unrest among the fraternity, East, West, North and South." 

The Grand Orient of Belgium made an application for recognition and the 
committee ask further time for their report. 

The Grand Lodge made an appropriation for its share of the expected ex
penses of the Washington Celebration. The work was exemplified and the 
quest.ion as to the manner in which it can best be disseminated was dis
cussed, but no action was taken . 

The Report on Correspondence (pp. 105) was presented as heretofore by 
Bro. ])l~IIL. As usual, he gives a carefully prepared condensed abstract, 
mingled with exceedingly interesting comments. 

In relation to electioneering he says: 
" If we read correctly between the lines our brethren in California do in

dulge more or less in the electioneering business, and in order to prevent 
that a resolution was introduced to amend the constitution, providing for 
the election of Grand Officers in the afternoon of the first day's session, in
stead of the fourth day. If the amendment had been adopted it would have 
shortened the time of the masonic politicians, but it failed to carry. The 
Jurisprudence Committee was favorably impressed with the commendable 
purpose of the proposed amendment, but was of the opinion that the change 
would be inadequate to remedy the evil complained of. In Utah we have a 
contititulionallaw forbidding electioneering ancl the member of Grand Lodge 
01' of a lodge who solicits Yotes, either for himself or for another brother, 
will be charged with a masonic offence and punished. Since that law was 
adopted by our Grand Lodge electioneering is a thing of the past. We ad
vise our Califol'llia brethren to adopt it or a similar one." 

Probably for the same reason in our Grand Lodge, the election has been 
held from a time whereof our" memory runneth not to the contrary," on 
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the afternoon of the first day. It is well understood that elJctioneering is 
against the law-of the Grand Lodge, but we suspect, for all that, that the 
practice prevails to some extent. It has been understood that in a few 
instances, where the fact has been known, it has been rebuked by brothers 
of the Graud Lodge refusing to vote for the parties practicing it. 

Bro. DIEHL firmly believes that the world is growing better, and thus 
changes are called for in almost every thing: He does not, however, carry 
this idea in Masonry so far as many others who want to make Masonry over 
according to their own ideas, in order that it may" keep pace with the 
times." We think that herein lies the greatest danger to the Institution . 
But he, in his review of Delaware, intimates that the masons of Utah will 
continue to walk in the old path, as we sincerely trust they may. 

In his review of .Maine he holds that we are happy because our Committee 
on Appeals had nothing before them. He refers to our remarks in relation 
to the library, and in order that we may not be misunderstood, we deRire 
to say that the masons of Salt Lake City did a great work in founding a 
general library with their masonic library, and we bave never under valued 
the importance of it. At the same time we think a division was made, and 
a Public Library organized just at the right time. Our objection does not 
lie to the starting of such a library, but in the attempt to continue to main
tain it beyond a certain point. We repeat, that in our judgment the masons 
did one of the greatest things for the benefit of the city when it started this 
library, and cultivated a public opinion that caused it to be assumed by the 
city. 

He regrets that he cannot agree with us in relation to the rejection of 
candidates, but we do not despair. We have hopes of him yet, as while he 
claims that he is somewhat of an "old fogy," he is not so much of one that 
he will not learn by experience. We have read his report, as usual, with 
great interest, and only regret that we have not more time and space so that 
we might notice very many other things which we find in it. 

We quote, however, from his Conclusion, what he says in relation to the 
action of the Grand Lodge of Washington: 

"The action of the Grand Lodge of Washington concerning 'Negro 
Masonry' has created an agitation in our country, the like of which is not 
to be found on the pages of masonic history. Much has been said on the 
subject, and much more will be said on it within the next year or two, but 
even that cloud, as serious as it may now appear, will pass over and the 
masonic horizon will be again clear alld bright. In the foregoing review 
we have copied the resolutions of such Grand Lodges as have takeu action 
upon the matter during the year, to which we refer our readers. We have 
offered no criticism, because we rlirl not believe it prudent to do so, before 
our Grand Lodge had pas~ed ann acted upon the subject. We lIlay here 
state that individually we fully agree with the views expressed in the report 
of our Committee on Juri~prudence. The historical facts as stated by the 
committee cannot be gainsaid, even not by the learned brethren of the 
Grand Lodge of Washington." 
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VER.MONT, 1898. 

We have a volume of over five hundre(l pages filled with matters of much 
interest. In addition to the regular p'roceedings we have the portrait of Past 
Grand Ma8ter PAUI( DA vrs, with a biographical sketch of him; the proceed
ings of the Grand Lodge at the laying of the corner-stone of the new Masonic 
Temple at Burlington, and of two other special comllllmieationsfor masunic 
work; the proceedings at the dedication of the Mas01lic Temple (which, 
however, took place during the annual communi..mtionl; the list of members 
of the subordinate lodges; and the proceedings of the Ninth Annual Distric. 
Deput.y Grand Masters' Meeting. . 

The addresses at the laying of the corner-stone, especially that of the 
Grand Master, are of a very high character and would justify extensive 
quotations if we had the space, and if it were not for the fact that the whole 
should be read together. The same may be said of the addresses at the 
dedication of the Temple, at which responses were made for the Grand 
Lodge, Ancient Craft Masonry, Capitular Masonry, Templar Masonry, 
Cryptic Masonry aud Scottish Rite Masonry. 

Grand Master LOCKE was present and spoke briefly upon the "Benefits 
of Masonry to Individuals." 

The address of the Grand-Master, DANIEL W. NICHOLSON, was necessarily 
of considerable length, as he had to deal with a very large number of sub
jects. He pays a tribute ta the fraternal dead, giving a brief biographical 
account of many of them. He decided that it is a settled principle of masonic 
law that when a brother affiliates with a new lodge, he carries with him all 
the official rank which he had previously possessed in the lodge to which 
he formerly bel!lnged; and that it was the' duty of lodges to return all 
Past Masters, not on ly those becoming so in their own lodge, but in any 
other lodge. 

He decided, also, that if the Master will not apply for a dispensation to 
elect an officer to fill a vacancy, the lodge lllay, by a majority vote, direct 
the Secretary to apply for one, under the seal of the lodge. 

He gives the correspondence with the Grand Orient of Belgium; that per
taining to the Centennial Anniversary of Washington, and that in regard to 
Peru. He gives in full the treaty between the Grand Orient and the Su
preme Council of Belgium, in which the latter recognizes the former as the 
only regular authority in Belgium over the three symbolic degrees. 

Much of his address is, of course, devoted to the Masonic Temple, and 
we are greatly rejoiced to find that it has been fully paid for and that the 
erection of it. is a complete success. Bro. N ICHor,SON has been an ex
ceedingly active and hard working officer, discharging hi~ duties with 
fidelity and ability. 
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The question of the recognition of the Grand Orient of Belgium was con
tinued in the hlUlds of the committee for another year. 
' . " 

He calls attention to the fact that in til at jurisdiction, the hammer is the 
jewel of a Deacon, and he recommended that a change be made; but tbe com
mIttee reported against any change at the present time, leaving the matter 

,for further investigation as to the reason why the hammer was adopted as 
the jewel of that officer. It has been the jewel, apparently, for a long 
time. 

The reports of the District Deputies, of the Grand Lecturer and the 
proceedings of the district meetings, show that these omcers had been 
active in visiting the lodges, and that they are in an excellent conditIOn in 
every respect, with a very few exceptions. 

The Report on Correspondence, (pp. 134) was presented by Bro. MARSH 0, 
PERKINS, and like his former reports, is a very painstaking review of the 
Proceedings, with comments instructive and interesting, and the comments 
are so interwoven with the abstract as to keep up the interest of the reader 
throughout. 

In his review of Georgia, he says: 
" One of tbem is to the effect that a mason is not required to divulge the 

proceedings of the Grand Jury, while serving as a member of the same, 
though a brother be indicted. It strikes us that the decision would have 
been more in accord with true masonic law and spirit if it had read, 'a 
mason should not divulge, etc.' The masonic institution does not count
enance aught that conflicts with one's duties to his God, his country, his 
neighbor or himself." 

We think that the last sentence has been overlooked quite frequently. 
We have had occasion to refer to the correctness of this ,doctrine sev'eral 
times in this report, and we are glad that Bro. I'gRKINS states it so forcibly. 
He commends the example which Kansas has set of conferring the M. M. 
degree in Grand Lodge" by the duly elected and installed officers thereof." 

In his review of Maine, he says: 
" A third decision involves the question of the requirement of voting on a 

request for a dimit, from which we learn that Maine has two methods of pro
cedure, viz: Upon application at any stated communication the lodge may 
vote a dimit at once, either in the form of an honorable d ischarge from 
membership, or with a recommendation, as it may see fit; or a member may 
give notice at a stated communication, that at the next he shall apply for a 
dim it, and if in the meanwhile no charges have been filed , and he is clear of 
the books, it is the Secretary's duty to give him a certificate of honorable 
discharge from membership. In either case, the dimit should be, as in Ver
mont, made a matter of record. We like the two strings to the bow, pm
tecting, as it seems to us, the fullest rights of the individual, without injury 
to the lodge. " 

Our experience before adopting this rule, and our experience since, con
firm us in the wisdom of the rule which our Grand Lodge has adopted. 
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We find that in Vermont, since 1866, Past Masters have not been allowed 
to preside in nhe absence of Masters and Wardens, and our observation 

touching this point was applicable to Maine and , not to Vermont. Under 

our law in Maine, in the absence of the Master and Wardens, a Past Master 

may open the lodge and preside, and wbile presidillg bas all the powers, of 

the Master. Also, if a Warden or Master calls another brother to the chair;, 

that brother, while presiding, has all the powers, of the Master; but the' 

Master or Warden who put him in the chair has the right to resume the 

chair at his own pleasure. We think this will remove the obscnvity of the' 
paragraph which he quotes; 

Heviewing the Nebraska case, which we have criticised, he says; 

"The laws of Freemasonry of Nebraska may deny all prerogatives of a 
Grand Master, except those constitutionally conferred, but the fact still re
mains that prerogatives beyond and outside of the written law have always 
existed in the history of the Institution, and one of them most generally 
conceded, although rarely exercised in 'occasional lodges ' of late years, is 
that of making masons at sight. That it is an inherent right of a Grand 
Master, has not been disputed until 3>comparatively recent date, and we 
question if any constitutional enactment, directly or indirectly declaring its 
non·,existence, is not an innovation on the body of Masonry. Nebraska, 
herself recognizes the prerogative in conceding to her Grand Master the dis
pensing power to subordinate lodges to confer degrees out of time. We be
lieve inils existence although we are not in sympathy with its exercise in 
this day and generation, except as it has always been exercised by the 
Grand Masters of Vermont in the power of dispensation." 

We are not prepared to say that the power should never be exercised. 
We agree with our brother that it should be exercised only in very special 

cases, but we are not prepared to say tbat no case can arise in which we 

should think that it ought not to be exercised. In fact, in this report, or 

our previous one, we refei' to a case in which we regarded, and still regard, 
the exercise of this power as very wise. 

He replies briefly to the argument of the New Hampshire committee against 

the adoption of the Maine resolutions; saying, that since Vermont has 

adopted the time limit of one year, but few questions have been raised with 

her sister jurisdictions. The real question, however, as far as we have ob
served, has not arisen, and WI) doubt if it ever does arise .in Vermont, for 

we do not believe that her lodges will make masons of the rejected material 

of other jurisdi c tion~ until "the time limit" in those jurisdictions sllall 

ha vo expi reel. 

VIRGINIA, 1898. 

We have a fllle portrait of the Grand Master, It T. W. DUKE, JR. He 

had the sad duty of announcing the deaths, elUl'ing the past year, of four 

Past Granel Masters, all of them men of high character anel eli~ilJguislled 

ability-M. W., Bros. WILLIAM TALIAF~'RRO, JOHN PATERSON FITZGERALD, 
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WILLIAM F. DRINKARD and JOHN R. PURDIE; the first three were present 
the year before, and the other sent greeting from the Masonic Home. Of 
these brethren1;he Grand Master well says: 

" Committees have been appointed to make due memorials of these be
loved brethren. I shall not, therefore, enter into any eulogy of them. To 
you, my brethren, eulogy would be unnecessary. Yon knew and loved 
them well. Each in ltis own sphere of life, did life's duty well. One was 
a major-general, a judge, a legislator. Another a lawyer in a quiet, lovely 
'country town. He was a soldier-a colonel-but ambition never carried 
him beyond the ranks of the profession he loved and adorned. The third 
was an editor-a soldier, too-one who used the great power of the press 
only for high purposes and with noble aims. The most erudite masonic 
scholar this Grand Jurisdiction ever produced. The fourth was a beloved 
physician in an old country town distinguished for its culture and refin e
ment. His father was Grand Master of Masons in Virginia in 1819. Hc in 
1841. He lived up to his ninetieth year, respected, revered. I-Ie died liter
ally in the arms of Masonry at the Masonic Home. 

" In no year in the history of this Grand Lodge did ever four purer, 
nobler gentlemen return to God. We likewise mourn the death of R W. 
J. E. Stephenson, District Deputy Grand Master of District No. 31. A 
most worthy and exemplary man and mason, whose loss we deplore." 

While we never met either of them, we were very familiar with their 
names and services, and our correspondence with Bro. DRINKARD has been 
such tl'lat he has always seemed to us, not only a beloved brother mason, 
but a personal friend. 

The Grand Master also had to announce the death of his father, who lin
gered for seven months in illness and tllen joined his beloved ones" beyond 
these voices." Of him he says: 

"For a loss like this there is, it is true, no comfort save the hope of a re
union hereafter, but if grief can have a solace it is when the heart of man 
speaks to the heart of man, as your hearts spoke to mi.ne. From the length 
and breadth of this Commonwealth, which he had served in war and peace, 
and which had so highly honored him, came message after meRsage, which 
was indeed balm to bruised hearts. As his, and my own mother lodge laid 
his ashes to rest with our beautiful ceremonies, I realized in its full what 
Masonry meant and how sweet a thing is the chord of human sympathy 
binding our hearts together. " 

We tellder him our heartiest sympathy. 
The illness of his father and other illness in his own family prevented his 

visiting the different sections of the state as he had intended. 
He had laid three corner-stones and was prevented by the illness of his 

father or family from accepting other invitations. 
He announced six decisions, most of them depending upon local law. 

This fact lead him to recommend that in the Ilext edition of the Text Book, 
the Ahiman Rezon be printed; and the Grand Lodge so ord ered. We are 
very glad that this was done and to learn that a new edition of the Text 

Book has been issued. 
He decided that a lodge has no right to entertain charges against a mem-
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ber for not attending an important meeting of the lodge according to notice 

given him; and he well says: 

"Attendance upon lodge meetings is purely voluntary. The length of 
the cable tow is the length of the chord of love that binds the heart of a 
mason to his lodge. If he is not drawn to the assembling of his lodge by a 
love of the Institution and a cordial desire. to meet his brethren in friendly 
converse, his presence is more to be deplored than his absence." 

We quote the whole of the following as bearing upon a question so much 
discussed and as expressing oui' own views: 

" I decided, but with much reluctance, that a non-affiliate had no rights in 
Masonry. He has privileges, but no rights. I say' with reluctance,' for it 
seems to me we treat lion affiliates with a harshness which should not exist. 
When a Ulan enters our Institution he obtains certain inalienable rights. 
When for some reason, best known to himself, he dimits, he is still a mason 
-a mason in every sense of the word, except that he is not a member of a 
lodge. The great aim ann object, I respecfully submit, of all law on this 
subject should be to get all the good non-affiliates back into the lodges. We 
can never do it with a club. I have fOllnd from personal experience that a 
little kindly talk, an invitation to come to lodge, a hearty welcome when he 
calIle, and an assurance that he was still a brother, though not a lodge mem
ber, has brought back in the lodge moi'e than one man, whom all the terrors 
of the law codd not have restored to the fold. This equally applies to the 
unfortun'ate brother supsended for non-payment of dues. We punish him 
with a severity it seems to me his offence does not justify, making the failure 
to pay three dollars in olle year as great an offence as drunkenness or mis·· 
behavior, and placing the unfortunate brother in the class of suspenned. 
masons with whom to hold converse upon masonic subjects is one of the 
greatest offences . 

• , Some lodges have tried to get rid of this by having a by-law dropping 
the brother from the roll. Of course this, under onr law, is vain. It seems 
to me the wisdom of this Grand Body ought to devise some means to soften 
the hardship of the present law. I know finances are the life· blood of every 
institution, ann tha~every member of a lodge owes it and the fraternity a duty 
financially; but whilst finance is the life-blood , charity is the very life, tbe soul 
of the Institution, and we shonld deal with the non-paying brothl'r in the 
highest spirit of charity. Before suspending him, before waiting his answer 
or non-answer to the citatioll, go to him in a spirit of brotherly love, enquire 
into his circumstances, find ont why he cannot pay, remit if necessary. If 
he is found unworthy don't be afraid to prefer charges and have him sus
pended for cause rather than let him be suspended for failure to pay money. 
I wish we could place the mason suspended merely for non-payment of dues 
in some different class from the mason susflended for wrong doing." 

Our law in Maine, which authorizes only suspension from, or deprivation 

of membership, would suit him better. 
He decided that a lodge has no right to have in its lodge room an exposed 

blackboard on which were written the names of petitioners f?r initiation or 
membership. How much more earnestly would he decide that the printing 

of the na mes of candidates on notices of meetings is contrary to the old 
masonic Jaw. 

He says further : 
"I have also noticed an attempt in many of the by-laws 1'0 limit the 

power of the Master during the interval between the meetings of the lodge, 
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which I declined , of course, to approve. The Master of a lodge, when the
lodge is not in session, is only limited in his powers by the laws of the Grand 
Lodge and ancient landmarks. Mason ry is in no sense of the word a Dem
ocratic institution. It is autocratic, and a lodge can no more by a by-law 
attempt to limit the powers of the Master in a ny of his legal masonic work 
than they can change any other ancient landmark." 

We are glad to read these words in these times when there is sllch an 

attempt upon the part of a few brethren (who have so Iltterly misconce ived 
Masonry, that they should never have been made masons) to red uce Masonry 

substantially to the form of an old· fashioned New England town meeting. 

He refers to the action of the Grand Lodge of Washington, and in his 
discussion of it says: . 

" I have examined this matter with the most earnest and careful scrutiny, 
eliminating entirely from Illy mind a ll question of race or color, and I r,ow 
say carefully and jud icially, weigh ing all t he evidences p ro ami con, there 
can be no question whatever that Prince Hall Lodge, no matter how regu
larly it Illay have been constituted, was never legal ly cha rtered, and even if 
legally chartered, by its own act in 1827 put itself out of the Illasoni c p;tle 
by declaring itself free and indep()ndent of other lodges. _ 

., 1 also decide without a moment's doubt or hesita tion that every so
called lodge now in existence, cla iming to be chartered by or in descent 
from Prince Hall Lodge, is clandestine, even if masonic, and that every man 
made therein is a clamlestinely made mason, if a mason at all." 

* * * * * * * * * 
" I am at an utter loss to understand· the action of the Grand Lodge of 

Washington in the view of these facts, and I am constrained to the belief 
that when its attention is called to its direct violation of, the wise and whole
some doctrin e of the exclusive juri sd iction of a legitimate Grand Loclge first 
organized in a state or T erritory, over symbolic masonry, and the great 
wrong of the recognition of clandestine lodges and clandestinely made 
masons, it will review and change a reEolution which can accomplish no 
good, and which is liable to do a great deal of ha rm and bring discord into 
an lMstitution whose corner stone is harlllony ." 

He recommended the passage of resolutions s imilar to those of the Grand 
Lodge of Maryland; and they were adopted. ' 

He calls attention, under a proper he;tding, to the evil of publishing 

masonic affairs in the newspapers, and in this con nection he S;tys: 

" I am compelled to call the attention of this Grand Lodge to the reckle$s 
way in which masonic matters a re published in newspapers, and to suggest 
that measures he adopted to prevent tbe publication of m;ttters relat ing to 
masonry unless they be such as should be properly printed. Bl;tzing .head 
lines ill the Richmond and Washington neVlsp,tpers ;tnnollnced the f;tct that 
a distinguished clergy man had been elected to take the degrees in Masonry 
in a lodge in Richmond. Had he been black balled, no rloubt the columns 
would Imve been leaded and the head lines doubly enlarged. Your Grand 
Master has been informed-through the public press-tha t he W;tS going to 
make various and sundry distinguished persons masons at sight, and the 
whys and wherefores largely descanted upon. 

" Whilst your Grand M;tster has no donbt whatever of his pl'erog;ttive to 
1nake masuns at sight, and would not hes itate to exercise it in ;1 ny c;tse he 
thought wise and necessary , he would not select the public prints as his 
means of communicating the fact, 1101' does he think any mason should 
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allude to such action until due anthorlty was given him. Public masonic 
celebrations and anything leading up to them or likely to arouse interest in 
them; the names of officers elected, hours and dates of meeting, installations, 
ballquets, the visit of distinguished guests-the~e things are legitimate for 
publication. But what takes place in a masonic ludge-who is proposed, 
who elected, who rejected, our rites and ceremonies, or business, our chari
ties, these no mason should ever give to the pu blic prints, or allow to get into 
them if he can help it. " 

He then says that the man to whom reference was made, petitioned and 
was accepted by a lodge precisely as all other candidates are, and he then 
visited Richmond and conferred the three degrees. He says: 

" Dove Lodge wa.~ opened in special communication and we then repaired 
to the gentleman's home, to which he had been confiDed by an accident, and 
there the degrees were conferred, I in my capacity as Grand Master, dispen
sing with such portions of our ceremonies as I thought the occasion and the 
condition of the gentleman required." 

We wonder if our Pennsylvania brethren will hold that these degrees 
were not conferred in a lodge because it was opened in one place, and then 
went through the streets to another pi ace before the work was done? 

He refers, with great satisfaction, to the action of other Grand Lodges in 
relation to tbe Washington Centennial, which promises to be one of the 
most interesting masonic occasions that. has ever happened in this country. 

We hail the following as exceedingly timely, allli in some sections of our 
country needed, to save our Institution from very dangerolls innovations. 
We wish that every member of the craft in this country could read it and 
undemtand it; and, moreover, appreciate that it is the truth. We commend 
to all his eloquen t closi ng sen tences: 

"The study of our great Institution, its principles, its symbolism, the 
laws which govern it, is a work worthy of any man's effort, and the more 
one studies Masonry the less he sees of any need of improvement. 

" Life after all is but a great school whose graduation-Death-ushers us 
into the University of Eternity, where we are ~o apply, in everlasting study 
of God's love and God's creations, the lessons learned here. 

" Woe to the idler, the fool, the sluggard in this earthly Academy. 
"And amongst those things deserving of serious, earnest study I know of 

none to which some portion o( time can better be given than to our Ancient 
Institution. 

"To the antiquarian her legends, her dust-dimmed records, her very his
tory will prove a mine of pleasant research . 

.. To the poet her majestic ritual- lofty thoughts set to musical, well 
chosen words- will charm with its spell as doth a mystic chant. 

"To the philosopher great ideas will spread before the vision of his 
thought as he studies tbe hidden meaning of many a mystery too few care 
to interpret. 

"To the philanthopist our broad charity, working in secret, yet doing its 
work well, will give new ideas of how to better the human race. 

"To tbe lover of the drama, our great drama, acted in the simplest style, 
will appeal, as do all tragedies, to the deepest sympathies of the .. human 
heart, whilst its lesscns of simple faith, of sturdy honesty, and U'llfiinching 
courage will stir every fibre of the man. 
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" For the dreamer of dreams, we have visions; for the man of action, we 
have opportunities; for the wretched, comfort; for the doubter, faith, and 
above all, to 'be"searched for with all the zeal man can give to effort, we 
have hope of better things not only in the resurrection of the body but in 
the new birth, the assoilment, the salvation, purification, elevation of the 
human soul. 

" But beware, 0 my brethren, of the mere study of 'words.' Here, as 
elsewhere, 'the letter killeth.' Study principles, study meaning, study 
action, and act as you study. Show forth the result of yonr endeavor not 
only with your lips, but in your lives. 

" LIVE Masonry. 
" 'Permite divis cmtera. ' " 

In his closing" suggestions" he earnestly urges that the social feature of 
our Institution shall be more ' general, and that each lodge shall have a 
modest entertainment once a quarter which shall 1I0t be formal, but at 
which the brethren shall eat together, and stay afterwards and talk, and 
learn to know each other better. 

The Committee on the Washington Centennial Observance, made a long 
and fnll report, which we do not copy because the substance of it will be 
published in circulars for the benefit of the craft. 

A committee had waited upon the President of the United States to invite 
him to attend, and of th is they say: 

"They were most graciously received, and Bro. McKinley expressed the 
great pleasure that it would give him to participate in the services of that 
most interesting occasion in any way that to the ~ethren might seem fit, 
and further expressed the hope that every Granel Jurisdiction in the United ' 
States would be represented, and to an intimation that the committee be
lieved that such would be the pleasul'e of every Grand Jurisdiction in the 
country, and that, moreover, there would be representatives from many for
eign lands, ami that the COlli m ittee was not without hope that His I{oyal 
Highness the Prince of WaieR might be induced to attend, the President 
expressed bis gratification thM such an event might be possible and the great 
pleasure that it would give him to entertain His Royal Higness again at the 
White House as was rlone by Worshipful James Buchanan, who was then 
l'resident. " 

They had received assnrance of participation from about fifty Grand 
Lorlges, including those of New Zealand, Nova Scotia anrl Quebec. 

The Grand Lodge adopted unanimously, a resolution inviting the Prince 
of Wales, Grand Master of the United Grand Lodge of England, to be 
present. 

We should be pleased to quote from the tribute paid to the memories of 
the deceased brethren, but our space will not allow. They amplify the 
words of the Grand Master which we have quoted. 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence submitted a special report in 
relation to Grand Lodges which the Grand 'Lodge would recognize; amo"g 
these are the Grand Lodges of New Zealanrl, Tasmania, Victoria, Egypt, 
Belgium, Netherlanrls and Switzerland. 
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The special COlllmittee on Revision of the Digest, reported quite a large 
number of amendments. lIe reported a provision that when a lodge sus

pends or expels a brother, if the judgment of the lodge is reversed on appeal, 

it shall not restore him to membl'rship; but we are glad to see that the 

Grand Lodge, insteao of it, adopted the followiug: 

" Pending an appeal from the penalty of reprimand, suspension, or ex
pulsion, thc statl1s of the accused shall be that of a mason under chargps, 
and he shall be regularly reported as a member. No member can be im
posed upon a lodge without its consent; but when :t lodge shall suspend 01' 

expel a member, if t.he judgment of the lodge be reversed upon appeal such 
reversal shall have the effect of restoring the accused to his right of mem · 
bcrship in the lodge." 

In this jurisdiction, if a lodge suspends or expels a member, and he 

appeals, his statns is that of a brother under suspension until the case is 

finally decided by the Grano Lodge. It is something like a writ of error in 

the civil courts. The judgmellt of the lower conrt remains in force until 

reversed by the highcr court. 
In that jurisdiction, when a brother receives the third 'degree, he may, at 

the same communication, declare himself to be a member of the lodge; but 

if he fails at that meeting to so declare, he becomes a non-affiliate. Un

doubtedly the reason was that it would apparently tend to create discord in 
the lodge to allc)w a brother, suspended or expelled by it, to exercise all the 

rights of membership. 
The Grand Master had received an application for a dispensation for a 

military lodge stationed in Florida,. and he at once applied . to the Grand 

Master of Florida for his permission to establish the lodge: on rflceiving a 

courteous reply declining a permission, he proceeded no further; and of 

this the committee say: 
"The action of the Grand Master in the matter of the applicatior. for an 

Army Lodge in Jacksonville, Florida, is cordially endorsed. His submis
sion of the petition to the judgmcnt of the Grand Master of Florida, and his 
deference to the refnsal of that Most Worshipful Brother, was in exact 
accord with the historic conservatism of this Grand Lodge, and her un
yielding maintenance of the fundamental principles of Grand Lodge sov
ereignty within its conceded jurisdiction." 

Noting the remarks of the Grand Master abont giving undue publicity to 

masonic matters. the committee commend his remarks to the brethren, with 
the earnest hope that occasions for complaints will rarely, if ever, hereafter 

present themselves in the Virginia press. We believe th3re is no" masonic 

newspaper" published in Virginia. 
This Grand Lodge has fifty District Deputy Grand Masters; all save one 

lIlade a report. The condition of the lodges, as a whole, is good; but ill a 

few a want of harlllony existed, and a few others had become so weak that 

they probably would have to surrender their charters . 
. In the appendix is given an abstract from the history of Winchester 
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Hiram Lodge, giving in full so much as relates to the making of President 
McKinley a ma pn therein. 

The Report on Correspondence (pp. 122) was presented by Bro. J. W. 
E O·OLESTON. It is an able and interesting report in the line of the con
versatism, if we may so call it, of this Grand Lodge; but the more correct 
phrase would be 'its adherence to the old laws and usages of the craft. 

Referriug to the session of the Grand Lodge of Arizona in the Copper 
Queen mine, he says: 

•• This was done, and in small parties they were lowered 200 feet down a 
shaft, allti then marched through a long gallery to the cave. The cave was 
lighted with electric lights, anti in this low vale the session was held. It 
wa.~ here, two hundred feet below ground, that Mexico was recognized." 

We had not noted, if we had noticed, this in the proceedings of that 

Grand Lodge. 
Referring to the difference made in Arkansas between suspension fOL' non

payment of dues and suspension for unmasonic conduct, he says: 

.. Presumably it was necessary in Arkansas to refer to written law against 
this decision because they make a radical distinction between the two kinds 
of suspension, but if their obligations are like ours it would be necessary to 
call the penalty for non-payment of dues something else than • suspension,' 
or regardless of written law no mason could sit in lodge with the- not 
• brothel" as he is called above, but--party . 

.. When we in Virginia suspend, we suspend utterly from' all the rights 
lind benefits of Masonry,' no matter what the offence. Many hold that 
sOllLe other penalty should be devised for non-payment of dues, but what it 
shonld be Ilolle seem able to say." 

In Maine, frollL time immemorial, the punishment for non-payment of 
dues has been sllspension from, or deprivation of, membership. This, 
while leaving the brother a mason, takes away from him all the rights and 
benefits which membership in the lodge gives. 

In his review of British Columbia he agrees with us that it is better to 
have general laws by which officers of lodges may be installed, though out 
of time, than requiring a special dispensation in every case. 

We find that in Virginia, the brother casting a black ball has the right to 
disclose it, and our brother says: 

.. Of course we do not require or even encourage any brothel' to declare a 
black ba ll unless he has reasons therefqr and chooses to do so of his own 
free will and accord. In fact, our law forbidding any brotheL' from declar
ing a white ball is solely intended for the protection of those who may have 
cast black ones, as a poll of the lodge by permitting snch a tuing would 
always point out the objecting brothel' or brethren. How any unscrupu·· 
lous brothel' could harm anyone by declaring a black ball which he did not 
cast, or what possible motive could induce him to do so, is beyond our com
prehension; but if we are wrong we would like more light." 

This has always seemed to us to be the sensible view of the subject, pro
vided that tbe brother disclosiug that he cast the black ball, is not allowed 
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to waive his objection, and the cand idate bEl declared accepted, as has 

seemed to be the practice in some jurisdictions. However, it lllust be said 
that there lIlay ·be danger tll ilt the disclosing by a brotller, of tile fact that. he 
cast tile black ball , may disturb tile harmony of tbe lodge by Icading others 

to forget their masonic duties, and to retaliate when a fri end of tile otller 

brothel' should be proposed. 
In his rev iew of Califol'llia , he says : 

"The reporter takes (as he supposed) oUl' lamented Bro. Drinkard to task. 
for the sUI1l11ling up of Ollr Virginia ideas of some fUllllalllentalR, illcludilli! 
opposition to a Const itutional form of ~overnment for our Ancient Institu
tion, and the prerogatives of Grand Masters, and says: 'From sl1ch heresies, 
Good Lord deliver us.' W ell, Bro. Davies, we can only say that ours waR a 
very olel masollic jurisdiction when your country contained only a few 
scattered miss iolls of pries ts who would have forbidden Masonry footllold. 
a nd we have always been very conservative, abhorring modcl'll innovations 
of all kinds in masonic matters, and we have always helLl these views. 
])oes it not occur to you that possibly the heresies a re not ours? It does 
seelll that we might say to you, 'Injun here-wigwam lost.'" 

On the saloon qll est.ion, he says: 

"Hesolutions forbi(lding the introduction of intoxicating liquors into 
lo<lgn rooms or ante rooms, and the initiation or receiving into membership 
of those engaged in the manufacture and sale of intoxicating liqnors, were 
introduced and lost. This is in lin e with our action had more than once, 
and in defence of it we can only say to those jurisdictions lJursu ing a differ
ent COlll'se, possibly like the Irishman told the Bishop when asked to join 
the ~Father Matth ew society because he, the Bishop was a member, 'Maybe 
your Riverince has Beed of it.' Anyhow, we as masons have enough work 
cut out for us on the lines of general morality, including temperance, and 
can safely leave this special work to the noble bands organized for that 
special purpose, without even committing ourselves to the dogma that teuf
perance and prohibition mean the same thing. So far, we like our moral 
suasion and its results. " 

We commend the following to brethren everywhere: 

"A decision of the Grand Mastel' should always be law until the next 
annual communication, when the Grand Lodge can affirUl it, and thus adopt 
it for the future, or not affirm it and let it then cease to be law. It is notice
able that all GraBd JuriRdictions which are try ing to cramp Masonry into a 
Hystem of govel'llment ill imitation of civil governments, a re continually 
worried by the impossibility of making organic law that will covel' new 
cases, and with tI, e difficu lties cOBtinnaIly presenting themselves of deciding 
how to get along in these new contingencies when the organic law which 
the Grand Mastel' cannot violate is in the way of a COUlUlOli sense applica
tioB of lIlasonic justice. All the organic law we need is our ancient land
marks and Ollr esoteric ritual." 

In Virginia we find that District Deputies have 1l0thiJ:g to do with teach

ing the ritual, but are selected by t he Grand Mastel' to look after the ordinary 

business matters of the lodge. Tht ritual is entrllsted to a committee 

through whom the work is taught. Our experience in Maine, however, is 
that, by a careful selection of District Deputies, they may bEY safe ly en

trusted with the supervisioll of the work, aided by the Grand Lecturer. 
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In his review of Iowa, he says: 
"In his adrll;ss he describes a Grand Lodge as a unique body, embracing 

all the powers of goverllment, executive, legislative, and judicial, which is 
all true as far as it goes, but he has nothing to say of the exalted place and 
power of a Grand Master. It is true that Grand Lodges make Grand 
Masters, but it is only done by selecting the noblest in rotation, and the 
office represents imperial dignity and power of that wisest and greatest of 
kings, the like of whom will never again appear, while Grand Lodges stand 
for nothing more ancient than the beginning of the 18tb celltury when they 
wpre devised as a method oj selecting Grand Masters, and correspond more 
nearly to the simplicity of pure democracy. (See New Jersey.) There 
seems to be a tendency in our western states to practically reduce the Grand 
Master to the ranks, which we of tbe somewhat older jurisdictions feel to 
be modern innovation, and calculated to level down -the grandest and oldest 
of human institutions to the plane of modern secret societies, all of which, 
while worthy of all respect and honor for their good works, are, at best, 
only feeble imitations of Masonry. The encouragement of brevet Masonry. 
called the Order of the Eastern Star, is along the same line. Let us keep 
Masonry, Masonry, and leave other orgauizations to ~tand on their own 
foundations. One masonic principle we must not surrender is that a Grand 
Master is, of right, and must always be, Grand Master oj Masons, and not 
a mere presiding officer of the Grand Lodge, reporting an account of his 
stewardship after a year of service. Of course all this is not intended other
wise than as a protest against innovation and the tendency to occic.lentaliz~ 
(Our distinctively Oriental Order. Masonry has done wonders in the younger 
two-thirds of this country, and will never grow less th ere unless sacrificed 
by its own best friends. The tales of unselfish devotion and unbounded 
masonic charity whieh come to us from the inimitable West are too many 
and too striking for us to presume to go farther than simply to whisper in 
the ears of our brethren that good counsel which should always in the 
most friendly manner warn of error for the purpose of aiding reformation. 
Our feeling in this matter is, brethren of the great West, God speed you "n your well-known good work, and keep you from losing sight of the 
ancient landmarks, our devotion to which marks our consequence among 
meu." . 

We heartily wish that our Western brethren would carefully study it, 
especi,tlly some of those in the Northwest, and that some of the so-called 

"masonic newspapers" in that portion of our country, mi ght come to 
have a more correct conception of what the institution is. In several other 

places he discusses this question, but we can only add the following: 

"Civil government is entirely different and does need organir. law (or a 
constitution) in each commonwealth for the protection of the people froll1 
invasion of their rights by unscrupulous rulers, and the same is true of 
many modern societies organized for other purposes, and not so careful as 
to the materia l received or the officers elected, but we ought to be above 
such Ilpeds. It is inconceivable that any Grand Lodge could let any mason 
unworthy of the highest trust reach this the most honorable office in the 
gift of man. We are the only strictly and en tirely moral society in the 
highest meaning of the word moral, a nd we should not concede, that our 
most trusted brother is unworthy to be ,ie facto GItAND MASTffiR as well as 
de jure. The matter is vitally important, and protests should never cease 
till masons everywhere come to see that we should .return to the good old 
way, and by our very organization illustrate both the fact of our" meeting 
on the level" and 0111' entire subordination to the representative of King 
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Solomon, which are typical of the brotherhood of man and the fatherhood 
of God. Those Grand Lodl1:6S working without this galling harness have 
far less trollble and get along much better with their legal questions than 
those so hampered and modernized." 

In his review of Maille, citing the decision that dues do not accrue to a 
mason while. under suspension, he says: 

"It seems that under the law of Maine a premium is put upon dereliction 
in this particular, if the delinquent economizes to the extent of the dues 
saved during his suspension. In some jurisdictions, possibly in Maine, this 
evil is avoided by making tbe dues continuous during the suspension and 
requiring payment to date. 

"Besides suspension seems to be only from membership in Maine and 
from the privileges thereto attached, while with us and elsewhere it is as 
complete while it lasts (with us always indefinitely) as is expUlsion. It does 
seem that some plan should be devised providing just the proper remedy for 
this delinquency and making a proper distinction-which we do not do
between masonic offenders and simply delinquents, frequently delinqnent 
from no fault whatever, unless it be a fault to use scant income to feed one's 
family instead of paying' dues." 

The principle upon which the Maine law rests, is that the payment of 
dues is a necessary qualification to entitle a mason to the benefits accruing 
from lodge membership, and that the deprivation of these rights and priv
ilegE'S, measures the precise offence which the brother, able to pay dues and 
not paying them, commits. We have' never known but one case in Maine 
in which a brother, suspended from membership for non-payment of dues, 
sought to be rc-instated for an unworthy purpose. After being a non
affiliate for many years, and becoming poor and sick, one man, formerly a 
brother of a lodge in Maine, did seek to be re-instated in order that he 
might have a claim upon the lodge for assistance. 

He admits the correctness of our statement that it is a defect in the Vir
ginia system to make the District Deputy Grand Masters depend upon tho 
lodges visited for payment of their expenses. 

We have marked other passages in this splendid report, but we are ex
ceeding our limits. We believe it would do any brother in Maine good to 
read tuis report entire, on account of the able manner in which he defends 
Masonry as it came to us from the fathers. 

We must give the following, however. In his conclusion, he says, and we 
agree with him fully: 

" If in this report there is a sentence which wonnds the feelings of any 
brother in the whole wurld we wonld recall it if we could. Some of 
the expressions are strong, but there is no malice behind them. In 
discllssing matters which we think involve masonic principle vigorous ex
pression indicates only a desire to defend from all evil that which we hold 
very dear. All agree that in this enlightened land our sole danger lies within ' 
our tiled doors, and that 'eternal vigilance is the price of liberty' is no 
more true than that it is the price of the existence of onr Institution. One 
thought, ever present, nowhere appears, because to express it in our review 
of anyone Grand Lodge, might be thought to be a reflection on the brethren 

App. 36 G. L. 
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in that locality, and that is, that the i1!sidions , desire for innovations a rises 
largely from.tlle influence of other societies to which so lllany masons belong. 
Modern societies are all but numberless, but no one of them covers our 
broad field. Each has its special mission of good, but eVllry elfort to 
incorporate the peculiarities of anyone of thelll in our Inst itution has a 
weakening tt:ndency. If every mason fully reali zed how infinitely higher 
Blue Lodge Masonry is than any of the III and how entirely l1nimprovalJlc It 
is, there would be less trouble. When a brother is an active otticer of some 
other society, it is, of course, very hard for him to divest himself of vifl ws 
with which he has become saturated, but he should be very carefu I not tu 
urge them on an Institution whose landmarks forbid change." 

WASHINGTON, 1898. 

We have the portrait of Bro. ARCIIIBALD W. FnATJ,;R, the retiring Grand 

Master. 

After calling the attention of the brethren to the question as to the manner 

in which they had performed their masonic duties during the year, he an- . 

nounces the deaths of Past Grand Masters ELWUOD EVAN S, ALFRED A. 

PLUMMER and RALl'U GUICHARD, and of Bro. BENJAMIN HAltNIW, who had 

been Grand Treasurer thirty years. 

He announced quite a number of decisions, mostly growing out of th e, new 

Code and not of general interest. 

There had been an apparent falling off in the llleD1 bersh i p; "apparen t," 

because a loss of members which actually happened in IS\)7 was counted in 
189S; but this made the actual gain very small. Of this the Gnwu Master 
says: 

"Or is it not on account of our law which provides for dropping of deli n
quents from the rolls? I want to submit to you, brethren, the question, 
'Is this a good law ?' I am of the opinion that it is not a good law and 
ought to be modified or repealed. I believe iu the exercise of charity; true 
masonic charity, which is long sulfering and kind; aHd I would n.t l ea~t rec
ommend to the lodges, before they allow brethren to be tllus droppeu frolll 
the rolls, to consider if is not better to remit dues where, by reaSO Ii of hard 
times, they have accumulated for several years, than to lose good members; 
more particularly wben dues for the current year can be collected, which 1 
believe could be done in most cases. " 

We quote the following from the report of the committee to which th e 

decisions of the Grand Master were referred : 

" We are satisfied that a by-law compelling ft lodge to fllrnish funoral ex
penses for the burial of a deceased brother, without regard to the Heeds of 
the case, violates the unwritten la w of Masonry, a lld is of a dall~erous telld
ency. Such a provision is proper only in beneficiary or mutual insurance 
organizations, the purposes of which are widely different from those of the 
masonic fraternity." 

'* * '* * * "* * * *. 
"We are of the opinion that a defect in vision that has been or ,can be 

remedied by the optician is not sufficient to disqualify even a candidate for 
the degrees. " 
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We learn from another report that no person, who is not a resident, and 
has not been a resident, in that state can be made a mason there, even by 
dispensation. 

But the matter of absorbing interest was the action of the Grand Lodge 
in relation to the recognition of the Grand Lodges and Lodg~s of Colored 
Masons, claiming under Prince Hall. 

We have already discussed this, but inasmuch as the Grand Lodge has 
rescinded its action in this regard and we have received the official circular to 
that effect, we devote our space to that and such comments as seem to us 
to be called for. 

The circular is as follows: 

" THE MOST WORSHIPlfUL GRAND LODG~ OF WASHINGTON, 
FREI~ AND ACCEPTED MASONS. 

"OF~'ICE OF THE GRAND SECRETARY, 

OLYMPIA, WASH., June 19,1899. 
" To the Worshipfttl Masters, Wardens and Brethren of all Lodges in this 

Orand Jur'isd'icUon; and, to all Sister Grand Lodges and Lodges , of 
their obedience throughout the world, to whom these presents shall corne-

"HB IT KNOWN: That at the Forty-second Annual Communication of the 
Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of Washington, 
held in the city of Seattle, on the 14th day of June, A. L. 5899, A. D. 1899, 
'the followill g Report and accompanying Resolutions, submitted by a Com
mittee,of seven Past Grand Masters of this Grand Jurisdiction, duly ap
pointed to consider and report on the subject thereof, was, upon motion, 
adopted by the Grand Lodge, 'the vote being almost unanimous,' as follows: 

" REPOItT ON 'NEGRO MASONltY.' 

" Tu the M. W. Grand Lodge of Washington: 
"Your Special Committee to whom was referred the question of' Negro 

Masonry' an,l all papers relating to this subject, have carefully considered 
all of said matters submitted to them and respectfully report as follows: 

"Some of these papers are of the highest importance, and might, no 
doubt, be discussed with profit at great length; but we have observed a 
tendency in some quarters to confuse the opinions and arguments of your 
comlllittee with the declarations of the Grand Lodge. For this and other 
reasons we consider it preferable to submit onr conclusions, without any 
extended discussion of the matters before us. 

" Accordingly, we recommend the adoption of the following declaration, 
and that your committee be discharged: 

" DBCLARATION. 
" The Grand Lodge of Washington, in response to the several requests of 

the M. W. Grand Lodges of Maryland, Rhode Island, Virginia, Utah, 
Massachusetts and Maine, to the effect that it reconsider its action of last 
year in adopting foul' resolutions relating to the subject of Masonry among 
the negrocs of America, printed at page 60 of its Proceedings for 18!lS, doth 
now fratel'Ilally declare as follows: 

"First, That it appreciates to the fullest extent the fraternal feeling and 
the zeal for Masonry which actuated its sister Grand Longes in making the 
requetits referred to, and the courteous language in which those reqnests, 
ill the greater part, are framed. 

"Second, That it trusts its sister Grand Lodges appreciate the}act that 
these rcquests are presented to it at a time when it is facing attaeks upon its 
autonomy and sovereignty which, if snccessful, would result not only in the 
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des~ruction of i~ masonic independence, but, ultimately, in ~he abrogation 
of that principle of local self-government, subject to ~he landmarks only, 
which has prevailed among masons from time immemorial; and ·that as 
these assaul~ are connected with the resolutions to which our brethren 
allude, this Grand Lodge would hardly be blamewor~hy if it declined-so 
long as an enemy .is at its gate breathing threatenings and slaughter-to take 
any step that might be construed as a concession to threa~, or that might 
encourage similar attacks upon it, or upon others in the future. 

" Third. That, notwithstanding these deterrent circumstances, feeling 
itself strong enough, with the blessing of God, to defend the interes~ of 
Masonry committed to i~ keeping, even against the attacks of misguided 
brethren; and being most desirous of promoting that harmony which all 
recognize as the very keystone of Masonry; in further continuance of its 
brotherly love and friendship for the M. W. Grand Lodges c f Maryland, 
Rhode Island, Virginia, Utah, Massachusetts and Maine, this Grand Lodge 
unhesitatingly and with unmixed pleasure, declares its willi1lgness to com
ply with said reques~ to the fullest possible extent. 

"Fourth, That accordingly it has carefully reconsidered its said action 
aml resolutions of last year, with the results stated below. 

"Fifth, That this Grand Lodge does not see its way clear to mod ify in any 
respect the first of said resolutions, but re-affirms the same, as follows: 

" 'Resolvea, That in the opinion of this Grand Lodge, Masonry is universal, 
and, without doubt, neither race nor color is amo1lg the tests proper to be 
applied to determine the fitness of a candidate fnr the degrees of masonry.' " 

"And, consonantly with the spirit of that resolution, this Grand Lodge 
would fraternally suggest to the whole Fraternity, and more especially to 
those Grand Lodges whose laws forbid the initiation of men of a certain 
race, the propriety of carefully considering whether such laws are not in
consistent with the spirit of Freemasonry, and whet.her they place beyond 
the pale of Masonry the bodies which enact them. Upon the latter of these 
questions this Grand Lodge expresses no opinion at this time. 

"Sixth, That it is manifest to this Grand Lodge that the second of its 
said resolutions, while entirely clear to all the members .of this jurisdiction, 
has been very generally misunderstood elsewhere; and in particular, that 
the latter part of it has been erroneously understood to accord recognition 
to certain organizations incidentally mentioned therein. Therefore, with 
the hope of removing all misunderstanding, and satisfying every reasonable 
objection, said resolution is hereby repealed. And whereas, the relatinns of 
the Grand Lodge of Washington with the present M. W. United Grand 
Lodge of England during the whole existence of this Grand Lodge have 
been and now are of the most fraternal and cordial character. In view of 
this and other circumstances, including its own descent, the comity due from 
one masonic body to another, and its duty to preserve harmony among its 
own members, this Grand Lodge does not see i~ way clear to deny or ques
tion the right of i~ constituent lodges or of the members thereof to recognize 
as a brother mason any man (otherwise in good masonic stllnding) who has 
been regularly initiated into Masonry by authority derived, regularly and 
strictly in accordance with the ll1WS of the masonic institution, from the 
United Grand Lo(lge of England or from either of the two Grand Lodges 
which joined in forming the United Grand Lodge in ] 8 13, so long as tbe regu
larity of such initiation remains unquestioned by the Grand Lodge of 
Englllnd: provided, always, that such initiation conflict with no law of the 
masonic institution, and that the old Landmarks be carefully preserved. 

"Seventh, That whereas, the t.hird of said resolutions, has been widely-
though erroneously, as this Grand Lodge believes-supposed to encourage 
the establishment of a second Grand Lodge within the titate of Washington; 
and, whereas, it appears to be open to the objection of pledging this Grand 
Lodge to a course in future years which may not be consistent with the judg-
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IDf'nt of the brethren then composing the Grand Lodge; and whereas, this 
Grand Lodge is not insistent upon anyone plan for dealing with the matter t() 
which .that resolution relates, but is willing to con&ider any plan that may 
preselve harmony and subserve the ends of truth and justice; and whereas, 
the publication of that resolution for one year ha.'1 served-with our own 
members and with all by whom the meaning intended was u.nderstood-all 
necessary purposes, and its f urther publica~ion might lead to further mis
apprehensions; therefore it is now-

"Resolved, That said third resolution be repealed. 

"Eighth, That this Grand Lodge fully confirms the several assurances 
given by its M. W. Grand Master during the year, that it has not accorded 
recognition to a second Grand Lodge in any state or country. 

Ninth, That whereas, it seems to have been supposed by some of the 
Grand Lodges named above that this Grand Lodge is not in sympathy with 
the doctrine of exclnsive territorial jurisdiction, and might favor dual Grand 
Lodges, this Grand Lodge declares that that supposition is erroneous, and 
that the circumstallces in her history which appear to have lead them to that 
opinion were, to a large extent, occasioned by her desire to avoid a course 
v.:hlCh she supposed might disturb the harmony of sister jurisdictions. 

"Tenth, That whereas certain novel and erroneous notions upon the 
subject of masonic government, pernicious and destructive if put in practice, 
have recently boen asserted and adopted with the apparent desire of hamper
ing this Grand Lodge and destroying its inclependence, this Grand Lodge 
most emphatically declares that while it expects to continue the practice of 
that comity towards and consideration for other Grand Lodges which have 
characterized every portion of its past history, it will not tolerate the 
slightest infringement from any source whatever, under claim of right, upon 
its powers and prerogatives as the sole and supreme constitutional head of a 
body of independent masonic lodges; and, in particular, it maintains that 
it Is 'amenable to no superior, Jurisdict ion under heaven,' and, except 
during its own pleasure, is subject, in matters of Masonry, to no law except 
the landmarks of Masonry and its own constitution; and it totally repudi
ates, as a recent innovation and one destructive of harmony and subversive 
of inalienable masonic rIghts , the idea that a Grand Lodge or its constituent 
lodges are legally or morally bound by regulations adopted, wit.hout their 
assent, by other Grand Lodges. Nor can this Grand Lodge consent to tol
erate the idea that her lodges do not possess the plenary rights to determine 
for themselves - but for no one else-subject to review by nobody but herseif 
the status of all persons, claiming to be masons , who knock at their doors, 
either for the purpose of visiting or as applicants for affiliation. This right 
has been inherent in masonic lodges since the dawn of masonic history, and 
in the opinion of this Grand Lodge, is not to be questioned; yet it is always 
to be exercised with due comity towards sister lodges, and with the most 
strict regard for every law of Masomy. 

"This Grand Lodge has been led to make these declarations of her opin
ions and purposes, as well by a belief that some fundamental principles of 
Masonry have been overlooked by those who have attacked or criticized 
her, as by a sincere desire to promote that harmony which is the peculiar 
strength and support of our Institution, for the disturbance of which she is 
unable to consider herself in any way responsible. She makes no claim to 
inerrancy of jndgment; and wherein she may be in error, whether in these 
declarations or il\ any other matter whatsoever, she will always be glad to 
correct her mistake. She feels, however, that she is the peer of any Grand 
Lodge, anq that her reason and her love of Masonry should be appealed to, 
instead of resorting to contumely, reproaches, and violence against her. 
The world witnesses that this haR not always been done; and while-She utters 
few complaints, grief and disappointment till her heart when sbe ponders on 
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the words and actions of some of those of whom she had reason to expect 
better things. 

"Finally, Th!CGrand Lodge of Washington sends fraternal greetings to 
all true brethren throughout the world, of every race, clime and creed. 

" May brotherly love prevail, and every moral and masonic virtue cement 
us. 

" A true copy. Attest: 

JAS. R. HA YDEN, 
TIIO~rAS M. RI,ED, 

J. A. KUHN, 

.J. E. EDMISTON, 

EDWARD R. HARE, 

TnoMAS A~IOS, 
J. M. TAYLOR. 

Committee. 

[T-. s.] TnoMAs M. REED, Grand Secretary. 
"Olympia, Washington, June 20th, 1899." 

When the action of 1898 was announced in the newspapers, the report was 
received with incredulity among masons all over the conntry. It seemed 
incredible that a Grand Lodge could so far depart from her masonic duty 
to -the craft, and especially to her sister Grand Lodges, as to recognize, as 
regular, clandestine lodges and their members in other jurisdictions; 01' that 
she could forget that principle of masonic law, that they who consort with 
clandestine masons become clandestine themselves, precisely as mix ing foul 
water with pure pollutes the whole; So when the report was confirmed by 
the official Proceedings, as was natural the Grand Lodges took prompt and 
decisive action, and all in the same direction. When the acconnts of their 
action reached Washington the att.ention of the brethren was aroused to the 
fact that'their Grand Lodge had taken action in contravention of the laws 
of Masonry, which would inevitably destmy their good standing as masons, 
and at once they cOlDlllenced to agitate the question of repeal. Their Grand 
Master made frantic efforts to break the force of the action of his Grand 
Lodge by correspondence with other Grand Masters: but that was in vain. 
Brethren published and circulated documents for the information of others, 
with the effect that when the Grand Lodge Illet it was a foregone cOll,clusiun 
that it would retrace its steps, and again put itself in line with the regular 
Graud Lodges. The result was that the foregoing report was presented and 
adopted, "the vot.e being almost unanimous." 

It is manifest upon the face of it that the report was writte)1 by Grand 
Master UP'fON, and we shalt so treat it. We, however, must say that to 
some extent we agree in opinions already expressed by others, that the 
committee, to let him down easily, in the kindnessof their hearts have gone 
further than masonic Jaw just.ifies. However, there is no danger that the 
grandiloquent talk and implied threats will ever be practically @arried ant 
by that Grand Lodge, but they must be taken in a Pickwickian sense. 

The suggestion that the Report of 1898 was only the opinions and argu-
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ments of the committee and are not to be taken as the declarations of the 
Grand Lodge cannot be allowed. When a committee of a Body makes a 
:report, and presents resolutions based on that report, and the Body accepts 
the report and adopts the resolutions, it thereby makes "'he opinions and 
arguments" of the committee its own. 

Coming now to the "Declaration," we are obliged to say that the first 
half of the " Second" is absolutely untrue. There were no attacks upon 
the "autonomy and sovereignty" of the Grand Lodge of Washington what
ever: and the further statement, "So long as an enemy is at its gate breath
ing threatenings and slaughter," with all its grandiloquence, would be 
simply laughable, did it not, hy implication, make a basely false accusation 
against a large number of our Grand Lodges. The action of all the Grand 
Lodges was wholly in sorrow and not in anger. The author of that re
port might just as well say that the jury which convicts, and the judge who 

is obliged to sentence a lawbreaker, are making an attack upon, and are 
enemies to, him. It is true that we have had reason to know that Grand 
Master UPTON considers adverse criticism of his acts or of what he writes, as 
necessarily proceeding from personal hostility to himself; but the idea that 
'when other Grand Lodges say to his Grand Lodge " You are consorting with 
clandestine masons in on~ jurisdiction, and until you cease to do so, we can
not hold masonic correspondence with you," those Grand Lodges are attack

iug the "autonomy and sovereignty " of the Grand Lodge of Washington, 
or are its enemies (even without being "at its gate breathing threatenings 
and slaughter") is so preposterous, that we would not, have believed that any 
one would write it, save perhaps for a "roaring farce" in a boys' theatre. 

It is a pity that the "Third" is smouched by speaking of the "attacks of 

misguided brethren." 
As to the "Fijth," we have r,ot seen any action by any Grand Lodge, 

nor heard of any, which calleci for the repeal of that resolution : in fact, 
almost every Grand Lodge, that acted upon the matter, substantially stated 
that that resoltttion has been law from the first. 

As to the paragraph following the resolution, we apprehend that the clause 
"those Grand Lodges whose laws forbid the initiation of men of a certain 

race" must be amended so as to read "that Grand Lodge," &c., for upon a 
careful examination of the Constitutions and Laws of the American Grand 
Lodges, we find that the statement is correct as to but one Grand Lodge, 
whose laws do, in effect, prohibit the initiation of Negroes, Indians, and in 

fact men of any race other than the Caucasian. 
It is true that Bl'O. lNGLESBY, of South Carolina, in his Report on Corre

spondence expresses the opinion that the laws of his G:rand Lodge forbid the 
initiation of men of color: the law to which he refers does not, in our judg
ment, sustain his opinion. The Constitution of his Grand Lodge provides 
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that" the Constitution of the Grand Lodge and the landmarks of the order, as 
set forth in the Ahiman Rezon of Brother MACKEY, shall be the governing 
principle of eve~y lodge." It is manifest that only the landmarks, as set 
forth in the Ahiman Rezon, are made law by this provision. But the land
marks as given ill the Akiman Rezon give no such law. It matters not what 
may be said elsewhere in the Ahiman Rezon; it is not a part of the law. 

But the laws of the Grand ·Lodge of Kentucky expres~ly provide that 

" A candidate for initiation must be of the age of twenty-one years and 
upwards, and a free-born white man." 

We confess to surprise at finding this clause in this Constitution : for we 
were familiar with the excellent "treatise of Bro. GRANT on the" Ancient 
Landmarks," and he gives as a landmark: 

"Every candidate must be a man, free-born, of mature and discrect age, 
of good morals and report, possessed of intelligence, and having the natural 
use of his limbs that will enable him to receive and impart craft mysteries." 

We knew, too, that this provision was not in the old Akiman Rezons 
adopted in Kentucky, and it seemed to us that if it had been introduced into 
the Constitution within the last forty years we should have noticed it. So 
we have looked to find its origin and believe that we have done so. A Com
mittee reported in 1858, a revision of the Constitntion, which was ordered 
printed in the Proceedings for action in 1859. In that revision the old law 
was continued: in 1859 the report was discussed but final action postponed 
to 1860, when it was discussed, amended and adopted. The specific amend
ments were not given in the Proceedings, but in the Constitution as then 
adopted we find the provision as it now reads. We believe that this was 
another of the shadows of the corning evellts of the succeeding years, and 
greatly regret that, when men's minds afterward~ were calmed, the old pro
vision was not restored. It certaillly limits Masonry ill that jurisdiction as 
it is limited nowhere else in the world. 

But beyond question, each Grand Lodge has the rightful power to add 
such limitations as it pleases to the limits in the landmarks as to who shall 
be eligible to be initiated in its lodges. Principle and usage both agree in 
this. 

The suggestion, therefore, in the report under consideration, that this 
limitation upon the eligibility of candidates places the Grand Lodge of Ken
tucky " beyond the pale of Masonry" has no force. 

It is quite amusing, however, to notice the implication that at some 
future time " the Grand Lodge of WlU!hington may be of opinion that this 
law of the Grand Lodge of Kentucky places it "beyond the pale of Masonry;" 
it is pertinent to inquire if the former will still maintain masonic correspond
ence with the latter, or will attack its" autonomy and sovereignty," or be 
an " enemy at its gate breathing threatenings and slangbter. " 
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The logic of the tirst part of "Sixth" is very peculiar: but we have 
already noticed that. It is enough that tile obnoxious rcsolution is repealed. 
We c(lnfess that with others we do not feel certain that we comprellE~nd the 
remainder of the paragraph: the original writer of it seems to hold that 
lodges may hold ' masonic correspondence with such persons as they see fit 
unless vrohibited by the Grand Lodge; but the law is precisely the other 
way; no lodge has a right to hold masonic communication with a person 
claiming to be a mason, hailing from a lodge uuder a body which has not 
been recognized by its Grand Lodge as a regular masonic body; and a 
Urand Lodge which allows its lodges to hold masonic communication with 
clandestine masons puts itself in the same position as if it expressly author
ized them to do so. 

The" Eighth" must be noticed, although we have already shown up its 
sophistry. That the Grand Lodge did, by express vote, "recognize," in 
the technical sensc of that term, and in tile usual mauneI', any of the Colored 
Grand Lodges, no one claims; but when a man claiming to be made a mason 

in a colored lodge under a Colored Grand Lodge, petitions the Grand 
Lodge of Washington to be recognized as a regular mason, and its com
mittee reports that in its opinion he is a regular m~son, and the Grand 
Lodge accepts that report and orders it to be sent to the petitioner as i ts 
answer to his petition, all assurances of its Grand Mastel' and of itself that 
it has not practically and III the most effectual manner, recognized the body 
under whose authority the petitioner claims to have been made a mason, as 
a regular Grand Lodge, will be "in vain and worse than in vain." 

The "Tenth," that seems so terrible, we can assure our brethren, is per
fectly harmless, like the fire-works an~ tom-toms of old Chinese warfare . 

Of course tile Grand Lodge of Washington has the power to do unmasonic 
acts; but it is equally as certain that, if it violates the laws binding upon all 
Grand Lodges, it will take the consequences, precisely as any other Grand 
Lodge would: it has the power to hold masonic communication with clan
destine masons, but if it does, its masons will take tile consequences, pre
cisely as otller masons would. Nor will the false Ilistory and erroneo11S law 
in the last two sentences, be of any avail to avert those consequences. 

While we have no idea that the Grand Lodge of Washington will ever 
agaiu undertake to practice the doctrine adopted in 1898, and to a certaiu 
extent reaffirmed in this report of 1899, and while the latter, standing upon 

its own merits or the authority of its author, would calf for no notice what
ever, yet, as it is signed by the commit~ee and adopted and published by 
the Gran(l Lodge, and considering the vast importance of the subject matter 
of it in connection with the harmony of thc Fraternity, we have deemed it 
necessary to discuss it, and to speak plainly in spite of the unple:u;aflt nature 
of the task; and if our brethren of the committee deem that we have written 
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mOle warmly than masonic courtesy warrants, we can only say that we have 

done so in sorrow, and hecause in our view the welfare of Masonry-in our 

judgment superG;r to all considerations of courtesy,absolutely demanded 
it. And we desire to say further , that the very large majority of the craft 

in Washington are entirely blameless in this matter. The report of HlD8 

came into the Grand Lodge under such circumstances that it could scnrcely 

be expected that it would challenge opposition, especially as immediate 

nct ion upon it was taken. But the manner in which the craft rallied to 

undo the wrong, is worthy of all praise. The only regret is that the Gnmd 

Lodge, while fully rescinding the erroneous legislation, should have nll ()well 

the author of the mischief to repeat his false theories and to indulge in un
warranted denunciations of s ister Grand Lodges. 

We include in this statement our first report on this subject, after reo ex

alllinntion of it more than once. We find only one morlification to ' make. 

The Grand Lodge of England has not gone so fnr in the direction of declin

ing to maintain lodges in the territory of a new Grand Lodge as our langunge 

implies, nlld as we had understood from its action in the New Zealand cnse. 

We refer to our rev iew of Englancl for a more complete statement. 

WEST VIRGINIA, 1898. 

We hnve a portrait of Bro. J OSEP H HALL, the incom ing Grand Master, 
accompnn ied by a brief biographical sketch , He is spoken of as a ritualist 

of wonderful attainments, as well as greatly devoted to the principles and 

teachings of Freemasonry. 
The Grand Lodge held a large number of special commun ications; one to 

conduct the funeral of P. G. Master (jUSTA y BROWN, another to constitute a 

loclge, and several others for laying the corner-stones of public buildings, at 
one of which the ac ting Granel Master, Bro. SIHJWALTER, deli vered an ex

cellent address. 

At the annual communication, the lodges were very fully represented, 

The Grand r,odge opened, and the representatives of other Grand Lodges, 

including Bro. HU G:I STERLING for Maine, were welcomed to seats in the 

Grand Lodge. 
The Grand Master, SAMUEL L. MYERS, calls attention in his opening, to 

the higher and more important duties which Masonry imposes. He believed 

that Masonry had beeu inaking a steady a nd healthful progress in the state 

and that a substantial increase of membership would be reported; but he 

complained that he was unable to give a positive acconnt becanse the 

District Deputies had been derelict in their duty of making seasonable re

ports. lI e calls attention to the rule that if a District Deputy fa ils to send 

in his report, on or before the first of October, he shall not be entitled to any 
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compensation for attendance on the Grand Lodge. lIe suggests that the 
Grand Secretary print this rule upon the back of each commission, and that 
in the future the rule be rigi,lIy enforced. Formerly, in this state, the ~ame 
state of things prevailed, but we believe now that our Deputies generally 
appreciate their duty in this respect, and quite faithfully perform it. We 
know, by experience, that failure of thesc officers to report promptly, is not 
only a serious annoyance to the Grand Master, but. also prevents his dis

charging his duties in laying before the Grand Lodge the various matters 

which may need its consideration. 

The Grand Master announced the death of P. G. Masters ODELL S. LONG 
and GUSTAV BROWN. A lodge of sorrow was held in commemoration of 
these brethren and of Past Grand Chaplain C. J. TRIPPETT. The order of 
service is given in full for the benefit of subordinate lodges, as well as the 
addresses on the occasion. They take up some twenty pages in thc Pro
ceedings, and of course it is impossible for us to reproduce them. We reg<trd 
the neath of Bro. LONG as a great calamity to the fraternity throughout the 
world, as he was taken from us in the very meridian of his usefulness , 

although his services to the craft have been for many years constant ann 
effective. It must seem to those who were present at the Grand Lodge that 
what had seemed from its organization to that time to be an inherent part 
of it was ~issing. 

Grand Mastel' MYERS granted and refused a large number of dispensa
tions. He had created four new lod ges and appointed many representatives . 

. He announced ten decisions, all of which were confirmed by the Gmnd 
Longe. Several of them, however, relaten to physical qualifications and 

others were based on local law. 

The question of the effect of all objection after ballot wa.'> submitted, and 
the qnestion asked whether such an objection was perpetual or during the 
pleasure of the objecting brother, and what. effect. the suspension of the ob
jecting brother has upon the objection. His views in relation to this are so 
eminently just and proper, that we quote them in full, as our law is precisely 
the same as that now established iu West Virginia: 

"Held : First, it did not; the original objection remained in force for 
one year only. Second, an objec~ioll, verba.l or written, with one excep
tion, is co-equal with and has the same force and effect as an unfavorable 
ballot or black ball, and is effective for one year only. The exception being 
that the objector may at any time within the year recall or remove his ob
jection, whilst the act of the balloter is subject to no such privilege. 

" The necision just announced is not in accord with a popular, but ex
tremely illogical, idea that seems to prevail, that an objection, however 
made, endures for an unlimited or indefinite length of time, and is abridged 
or perpetuated in accordance with the peculiar whim or notion of the objpct
ing brother. An objection after a ballot is had may be properly defined to 
be an extraordinary or emergent privilege granted to any broiner who for 
some specific reason is prevented from being present in his lodge when the 
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ballot is spread. The 'general effect or object attained is essentially the 
same as if the brother had been present at the balloting. The question 
naturally arises: Why does the one mode of objection confer unlimited 
power to reject a candidate, while the other determines in twelve months? 
Why do we not make the act of the brother who objects to a candidate with 
the ballot perpetual? I hold, if it is propel' to entertain the application of 
a candidate who has been black balled, after the expiration of one year, it 
is equally proper to entertain the application of one who was verbally ob
jected to in the same time. Either of which, if the candidate is unworthy, 
lIlay be repeated or renewed as the case may be, when the petition is re-p're
sflllted. The discrimination heretofore made is not only unfair, but .. is 
absurd, and not predicated 011 sound masonic law or good common sense. 
Masonry loves harmony. All her fundam ental laws are based on harmony, 
equality and equity. An objection, no matter how it is made, is, after all, 
1I0thing but an objection. The end being the sam~, the means contributing 
to that end should be equal; and no logical argument can be advanced in 
support of increased power and potency in the one that is denied in the 
other case. " 

In many jurisdic tions, the other doctrine prevails, but we think that the 

reasoning of Bro. MYERS against any other doctrine is conclusive. 

A man alleged to be a resident of Pennsylvania received the degrees in a 

West Virginia lodge. Upon complaint of the Grand Master of Pennsyl

\'ania, the matter was investigated, and Grand Master MYERS came to the 

conclusion that the candidate's residence was in Pennsylvania, and he 

issued an ed ict declaring the party irregularly made, and to be treated as a 

profane. We are sorry that he should have done this, as it is the first in

stance, in our knowledge, that such an edict has been issued in a s imilar 

case, outside of Pennsylvan ia. For reasons stated in our review of Penn
sy lvania, we think the party should have been tried upon chargps, so that 

he wonld have bad a hearing, and then, if found guilty, been expelled. 

This case, however, leads the Grand Master to make a very wise sugges

tion, that there should be a time lim.it in all cases; that is, that candidates 
should be required to reside for twelve months in the state, and s ix lIlonths 

within the jurisd iction of the lodge, before his application could be enter
ta ined. 

Other matters of importance to the brethren of the jurisdiction were 

passed upon wit)l great wisdom by the Grand Master, but they a re not of 
sufficient importance to call for notice in detail. 

We notice that an amendment to the Constitution was adopted by the 

Grand Lodge at the preced ing session and sent out, as is t!le custom in that 

jurisdiction, for the action of the lodges, and it is not adopted unless two
th ird s of a ll the lodges vote for it. It had been sent out the year before, 

but failed of adoption in consequence of the failure of the lodges to act 

upon it. This year, a bare two-thirds of the lodges aeted upon. it, and all 

voted for it except one, and it was adopted. But almost one-third of the lodges 

failed to act upon it, and the Grand Secretary suggests that the question 

should be determined at that session whether the edicts of the Grand Lodge 
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should be carried out 01' not. We suggest that the whole difficulty lies in 

the departure of the Grand Lodge from the regular and old form of masonic 

government, and that the final vote upon the adoption of the Constitution 

should be taken in the Grand Lodge itself. It is rather a curious idea that 

a measure can be submitted to the lodges for their action under circum· 

stances in which no vote at all is a vote in the negative, and then pu"ish 
the lodges for not voting on it. Quite a proportion of the Grand I_odges 

which once adopted this innovation, have repealed it, ami return ed to the 

proper and ancient nsage. 

Read ing the reports of the District Lecturers and of the District Deputy 

Grand Masters, we are greatly impressed with the idea that much of th e 
difficulty in this jurisdiction might be avoided by consolidating the two 

offices into one, so that the same brother should act as District Grand Lec

turer as well as District Deputy Grand Master, the Grand Lecturer, of 

course, having supervision of the whole. 

We. have already referred to the Lodge of Sorrow. We commend the 

programme for use in similar cases. As we have already said, we wOldd be 

very greatly pleased to quote extensively from the remarks made, but Olll' 

space will not allow. 

The Grand Master recommended that actioll be taken to prevent masons 
frolLl being saloon keepers, but the committee presented the following report, 

which was unanimously adopted: 

"The recolllmendatioll of the M. W. Grand Master upon the subject 
of temperance, which was referred to a special committee if adopted, 
would be far reaching, and may be ex post Jacto in its operation. It is im
possible, in the sbort time at the command of your committee, to g ive the 
subject presented. mature thought and consideration . 

.. Your cOlllmittee are, however, of opinion that it is harr! for men who live 
solely by the·sa,ie of strong drink to those who are debauched and destroyed 
by its use, to truly practice the tenets and principles of our noble profess ion, 
and we commend to the subordinate lodges in this jurisdiction the exercise 
of great cau and caution in the adlLlission of such persons into masonic 
fe llowship." . 

There is no limitation in masonic law which prevents thc Grand Lodge from 

passing laws which may he, in a sense, expustJacto in their operatioll. We 

have no Constitution of the United States which restricts Grand Lodges from 
exercising tills power. And if a mason is engaged in practices which a re 

injurious t.o the craft and really 111 violat,ion of the moral law, we do not 

th ink they should be allowed to continue them simply upon the ground that 

have a lready been practicing them. 

The Report 011 Correspondence (pp. 147) was presented by Bro. GIWItGB 
W. ATKINSON. In his introduction he notes the difficu lty which a busy 

mall labors under in the preparation of these reports. We c.:nappreciate it, 
but our observation ·is that it is only the busy men who do these things. 
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He notes that the Wiscollsin plan of relief" has fallen by the wayside." 

Of the Maine proposition he says: 
"The Mai1Te proposition of restricting the jurisdictiou of a lodge to five 

years, over rejected candidates, has made some headway among the Grand 
Lodges. It has always seemed wrong to my mind, that when a candidate 
for the mysteries of Frp.emasonry has been rejected by a lodge, that that 
lodge shall have absolute control of the rejected party forever. There ought 
to be a time limit, and the Grand Lodge of Maine fixes it at five years, which 
is a reasonable period . However, many of our Grand Bollies have held to 
the theory of 'perpetual jurisdiction' so long that they seemingly cannot 
let go. But I am free to say, it is my judgment, that the Maine proposition 
will ultimately triumph." 

lIe says further: 

"The cipher business has about wiggled itself to death. The Grand 
Lodges which tolerated it, have reaped the whirlwind, and it will very soon 
be heard of no more forever. " 

We wish we could see this in the same light, but we apprehend th~t our 

brother willlmve occasion to say that he was a ltogether too sanguine. 

He discusses the action of the Grand Lodge of Washington, and reaches 

the following conclusions: 

" Hence I conclude that inasmuch as every colored lodge of masons in 
Massachusetts and in the United States as well, which . derived it.~ charter 
directly or indirectly from the Prince Hall colored lodge of that State, are 
irregular and spurious, and must, of necessity, be regarded as clandestine." 

The body of his report. is, as usual, a very carefully prepared abstract of 

the Proceedings of other Grand Lodges. 

On the subject of ciphers, he says: 

" It seems to me that this whole subject ought to be disposed of iu a sen
tence: the O. B. does not permit ciphers of any sort, therefore they should 
be abtiolutely prohibited by all Grand Lodges. In my judgment, there 
should be no straddling or minciog of words upou a great question like 
this. The fact that nearly all of the Grand Lodges of the country have pro
nounced against all cipher rituals ought to and, in my judgment, does settle 
the question once and forever." 

We do not agree with his proposition upon which his whole argument is 

based, and if he will refer to previous parts of our report, he will find the 

reasons; and we think also that he will find that he is in error in relation 
to what he says of nearly all of the Grand Lodges. 

Replying to our statement that it is impossible to transmit from genera

tion to generation of masons, the ritual, with verbal a.ccuracy and without 

change, he says: 
I 

"In this utterance my learned brother is in errol'. It is very evident 
that he is not a ritualist, 'and therefore places a low estimate UpOIl ritualism . 
He himself Illay not possess the faculty of learning the work, down to the 
crossing of a ' t' and tbe dotting of an ' i,' aud the mistake he makes is in 
judgillg other men by himself. He, possessing a large vocabulary, and 
being fluent of speech, Illay be wholly unable to confer a degree exactly the 
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same way two different times. This may be true. But because he C>trillot 
do it, does not imply that others who possess small vocabularies and are 
deficient in utterance, but at the same time possess retentive memories 
and pride themselves upon that one particular accomplishm ent, can not 
thoroughl y commit the work, and as carefully transmit it to a nother. Hero 
is where M. W. Bro. Drummond is at fault. He is a sy mbolist and a juri st, 
and is II Ot a ritualist, alld he fails to recognize the fact that the Order, in 
every Grand Jurisdiction, has hundreds of born ritualists, who pride them
selves upon tIlftt pa rt.icular abcolllplishment, alld who can confer a degree a 
thousand times, without changing a word, syllable or even a lettei·." 

We admit that we are not a ritualist, and we did not base our propositinn 

upon being a ritualist or 1I0t, but we simply say and insist, that it is utter ly 

impossible for human beings to tra nsmit the ritual of the extent that QUI'S 

is, with verbal accuracy, from generation to generation , without some stand

ard to which reference may be made. We base it upon the fact that men 

are kUlltan and not perfect. However, we have said elsewhere all that we 

deem to be necessary and suffic ient, so that our hrother will und erstand 

wherein we differ froOl him in regard to the fundamental law upon this sub · 

ject. 

W ISCONSIN , 1898 . 

. The Grane! Master, NATHAN C. GRIFFIN, g ives all interesti ng accoullt of 

the growth of the Grand Lodge. We think the following is almost wouderful. 

" We' have been especially favored in our permanellt memb.el'ship. During 
ou r fifty-foul' years of existellce we have had twenty-eight Grand Masters, 
seven teen of whom are still living. There have been forty-foul' Deputy 
Grand Masters, thirty-three of whom are liviug .and twenty -one have occu
pied the Grand East. Out of forty-five Grand Sr. Wardells, twenty-five 
are Iivillg and eight have been permitted to fill the office of Grand Mast.er. 
Out of f orty-two who have been made permanent members duritlg the h,st 
eighteen years, only four have died; a nd we now have sixty-three livil!g 
Past Graud Officers who are permanent members of this Gralld Boely. Tile 
Supreme Huler has dealt very kindly with us, for which we should be de· 
voutly t ilankful." . 

We thillk that part of this is due to the fact that the Gral,d Officers, as a 

rule, are continued in office bnt one year. lie says, that so far as the 

melllbership is conce1'1led, the question has never been so much how to in
crease their numbers', as to ~elect the best, and, that while that has been true 

in the past, it should be specially so at the present . . The 'increase in lIl elll

bership had not quite kept pace during the last twenty years, with the in

crease in the voting population. This is a pretty good test that care has 

been taken in the selection of brothers. He says that in the past twenty 
years they Imve raised 14,000 candidates; they have lost by death about 

3,000; the net increase during that tillle was about 6,000. He asked th e 

question, " Where are the other 5,000?" and he answers it, "Expelled, sus
pended or dimitte(l." Of course, . under the term dimitt.ed is included on ly 
the excess of dimissiol18 over admissions. 
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In this connection, he says: 

" But in addibi~n to these two classes we find quite a large number who, 
having become members from pecuniary or other unworthy 1II0tives, after a 
short period, not realizing their expectations, dim it and remain unaffiliated . 
Such very often are ready to claim all the benefits incident to the relation 
which they sustain to the order while bearing none of the burdens. I have 
no doubt but that one of the causes that leads to the reception of such ma
terial is the growing practice among some over' zealous masons, of soliciting 
persons to offer themselves as candidates . 

•. The custom cannot be too strongly condemned. Any masoll, no matter 
how high his station, known to be guilty of such unmasonic conduct should 
be disciplined . 

.. If the guilty parties are officers of a lodge they should be suspended. 
[f private members and tbe lodge refuses or neglects to deal with them, the 
charter should be arrested. The resolutions adopted on the subject of solicit
ing at our last session were wise and timely and should be frequently read 
ill open lodge." . 

He also says that 011 account of the rivalry between longes in the same 
place, he thinks that no city of less than 20,000 inhabitants is large enough 
for more than one masonic lodge. This may be true as to a rapidly grow
ing city, made up to quite a large extent of new immigrants, but we do not 
think it is true of older cities whose population is substantially permanent. 
We think that in large lodges there cannot be that acqnaintance among the 
membership that is necessary to maintain the bonn>! of fraternity. 

He bad written the following letter in relation to the Eastern Star: 
"Your cOlllmunication of the 1st at hand and contents noted. If any re

spectable number of the members of the lodges in Jancsvillc are dissatisfied 
with having the lodge rooms used by the Order of the Eastern St.ar, they 
had belter put their objections in form and send them to the Grand Lodge. 
The Order of the Eastern Star seems to have come to Wisconsin to stay and 

... if not permitted to use masonic halls they will probably find some other 
places to hold their meetings. While not a member of the Order myself, I 
have no special objection to permitting masons' wives and daughters occa
sionally occupying our apartmcnts for purposes not in conflict with masonic 
teachings. If our lodge rooms are too sacred for our wives and daughters 
to sometimes cross the threshold and discover their shape they must in sacred
Iles" exceed the Temples erected for the worship of the Supreme Architect 
of the Universe. Each lodge, however, has a right to decide for itself, 
subject to the approval of the Grand Master or the Grand Lodge, as to what 
institutions shall be permitted to occupy their apartments." 

He rendered quite a number of decisions but most of them depended upon 
local law. One interesting case arose. A lodge had been in the habit of 
using white balls and black cubes, but finally black balls were substituted 
for the cubes, and this was not g~llerally known to the brethren. A candi
date was balloted for and rejected. Befole the next communication, -it 
transpired that very Illany of the members who had voted were ignorant of 
the fact that the change had been Illade, and, of course, were entirely igno
'rant as to the character of the ballot which they had cast. Thereupon, the 
Worshipflll Master set the ballot aside, as a fraud upon the lodge, and 



C orrespondence- W£scons£n. 553 

ordered a new ballot. The Grand Master decided, that while the ballot 
could not be said to be a fraud upon the lodge, the probability of mis
take was so great that the Master took the right course. 

I-Ie announceu the death, at the age of seventy-seven years, of Dr. F. L. 
VON SUESSMILCH, Past Grand Treasurer. He had been an active mason for 
a great Illany years, and was buried by the Grand Lodge, assisted by a 
large concourse of brethren. 

He refers to the Washington Centennial, to the state of affairs in Cuba, 
and had issued an edict severing all relations with the Grand Lodge of 
Peru. When this came up for discussion some opposition showed itself, 
but Past G. Master LITTLEJOHN advocated the resolution sustaining the 
action of the Grand Master in "one of the most beautiful and eloquent ten 
minute addresses ever listened to at a session of a Grand Lodge." 

The Gntnd Secretary adds: 

" The relations between the Order of Freemasonry and the Great Light 
whiCh ever rests upon its altar, with reference to the many teachings of the 
inspired Book which appear in the masonic lectures, were presented in such 
an impressive, masterly and interesting manner as to make a deep im
pression upon the minds of the brethren who were privileged to listen to it." 

A reviEed Constitution having been adopted, the Grand Secretary ex
presses the hope that it may be allowed to remain unchanged for a few 
years; at least until the officers of the lodges shall have had time to become 
familiar with its provisions. While we deprecate changes in the laws of the 
Grand Lodge, yet human experience shows that in these days, when too 
many brethren are trying to improve the Masonry of the past by imitating 
civil law and the laws of other societies, legislation frequently becomes 
necessary to check them. 

The gavel used at the first communication of the Grand Lodge, had been 
presented to the Grand Lodge, and was used by the Grand Mastel' at this 
session. It was presented by a daughter of the first Grand Master,~who 
first used it. 

The Grano. Lodge of New Zealand was recognized. 
Quite an amount of routine business was transacted. In one case, in 

which a man had been indefinitely suspended, the Grand Lodge set aside 
the action of the lodge, and expelled the party from all the rights and ben

efits of Masonry. 
The following resolution was presented and unanimously adopted, and a 

copy directed to be sent to the commanding officers of each of the Wiscon
sin regiments now in the field: 

"Resolved, That in view of the fact that many masonic brethren of the 
State of Wisconsin have responded to their conntry's call and are nqw in the 
service of the United States, ready to sacrifice their energy and ·-their lives, 
if Beed be, in the cause of hnmanityand liberty, the Grand Lodge of the 
State of Wisconsin extends to them at this time this expression of their love 

A,pp. 36 G. L. 
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and esteem, and says to them that, although absP.11t they are not forgotten; 
that the prayel;.pf tbis Gl·and Body is that they may be restored to us in 
unbroken ranks and that they may be held through all the storms of war in 
the hollow of the hand of the Supren)p Architect of the Universe." 

When the resolution directing the procurement of a Past Grand Master's 
Jewel, to be presented to tile retiring Grand Master, was offered, another 
brother offered a resolution providing for t~e presentation of a Past Deputy 
Grand Master's jewel to Bro. DAVID R. WRIGHT, who had attended the 
Grand Lodge for forty consecutive years, and might have bren (the Grand 
Secretary suggests) the Grand Master had not it been for his modesty. 

This was a pleasing aknowledgment of the appreciation of the Grand 
Lodge of long and faithful services performecl for the love of Masonry; and 
in this instance, the honor was most worthily bestowed. 

The Report on Correspondence (pp. 112) was presented by Bro. ALORO 
JENKS. 

In his review of Maine he refers to our discussion of Bro. BOUCK'S th eory 
of what a correspondence report should be, and quotes what we said in rela
tion to referring it to a committee, and in regard to its being accepted by 
the Grand Lodge. We may well refer to this report of Bro. JENKS as being 
what, in our view, such a report should be. 

Re refers to the most important matters in other Proceedings with brief 
extracts and comments of his own. Quoting from Bro. GItA CE 'S report in 
relation to the building of Masonic Temples and his advice to go slow, Bro. 
JENKS adds: 

" We heartily recolllmend this chunk of wisdom to the consideration of 
such of our subordiuate lodges as desire to have" a temple " and have noth
ing but unlimited confidence in the future to draw on. A bank account is 
much better." 

We need not say that we heartily concur. 

In his review of the same report, he says further: 

"Bro. Grace never misses an opportuoity to shy a dornick at our Wiscon
sin proposition which he characterizes as a 'modern innovation upon the 
true spirit of Masonry,' and advises those Grand Lodgps that have adopted 
it to drop it and get back to first principles. We presume that it was his 
abhorrence of innovation and his love of first principles that induced him to 
take up the cudgel in defence of those who have cut loose from the landmark 
concerning physical qualifications. He was so busy, however, in looking 
after the Wisconsin heresy that he forgot to watch his own Grand Lodge. 
In answer to an inquiry on the subject the Committee on Madonic Law and 
Usage recommended, and the Grand Lodge adopted the following declaration : 

" , It is the duty of every lodge and every mason to relieve the destitute 
widow and orphans, as far as able, and each lodge must judge for itself of 
its ability and of the necessities of the claimant.' 

" Where was Bro. Grace when this was adopted? We supposed, according 
to the Akansas doctrine, that charity was always an individual obligation; 
never one resting on the lodge. We should have expected, even lip here in 
Wisconsin, to. have heard his stentorian voice raised in protest." 
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Now, we desire to say that the extract which he makes from Uro. GRAC";'S 
report, is precisely the doctrine which the opponents of the Wisconsin prop
osition maintain. We have never seeri it stated that charity is always an 
individual obligaLion, as he puts it. The doctrine is, that individual masons 
are always under obligation to aid distressed brethen: but we have never, 
to our recollection, seen it stated, that lodges are not also under an obliga
tion to aid destitute brethren. 

But, (and this is a point which we have never succeeded in having our 
Wisconsin brethren notice at all) the opponents of that doctrine hold that a 
mason is not entitled to his full support from the craft, but that their duty · 
is to help, aid, and assist him as lIis necessities may require and their ability 
may allow, and of this they are the sole judges. Now we desire to say to 
Bro. J ENKS, that the supporters of his proposition, so far as we have seen, 
have utterly ignored the discussion of this qualification, and have held, and 
the proposition, which the Grand Lodge has adopted, holds, that every 
brother of a lodge is entitled, if his necessities require it, to be fully supported 
by his lodge; and if the lodge is unable to do it, that the Grand Lodge must 
tax the lodges in its jurisdiction to make up what the lodge is unable to pay. 
This proposition we hold to be entirely at variance with the fundamental 
law of . Masonry and a lowering of the institution to the level of beneficial 
organizations, in which charity in its true sense is unknown, but relief is sold 
on the one lIand, and purchased on the other. 

He apparently has pretty strict views as to physical qualifications, and he 
maintains that the law relating to them is a landmark. But wherein we 
differ is undoubtedly that he reads half of tho landmark and leaves off the rest, 
if we are corrrect in our understanding of his views. We hold that the 
masonic law is in no sense similar to the Levitical law. The latter requires 
physical perfection, the former, such p erfection only as will enable a mason 
to do all masonic work, and it is a practical law without any symbolism in it. 

In his review of Maryland, he refers to the making of a mason at sight 
by tile Grand Master, and says: 

"This subject was considered by the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin in the 
years 1847 to l 852, and at last upon the report of M. W. Henry L. Palmer, 
a.nd after great research on his part, it was determined that the Grand 
Master possesses such prerogative and cannot be deprived of it by the action 
of his Grand Lodge. Here the matter has rested ever since in this jurisdic
tion. No onc has since questioned the right and no Grand Master has since 
then seen fit to exercise it. 

" This subject has recently been investigated and discussed by Committees 
on Correspondence of great ability and learning, some affirming, and some 
denying that the Grand Master possesses any such inherent prerogative . 

.. From th e earliest times of which we have any authentic record, Grand 
Masters have occasionally I made masons at sight' and that under claim of 
a ncient prerogative inherent in the office of Grand Master, and.uIitil a very 
recen t period no one ever questioned the right of Grand Masters so to do. 
li there were no ochel' reasons to be given we should, to use a legal illustra-
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tion, say that the statute of limitations has run in favor of the right claimed. 
But holding tb€se views we are also of the opinion that it would be well for 
Grand Masters to go slow in the exercise of this prerogative; and that no 
harm can come to the craft by permitting it to lapse into innocuous dis
uetudc. " 

While we agree with him that the occasion to use this prerogative is quite 
rare, we do not believe that either we, or any other human being, can fore
see the future to such an extent that we are ahle to say that no case would 
ever arise in which it would not be wise and proper for the Grand Master to 
use this prerogative. 

We fully agree with him in the following, in relation to evidence of ancient 
landmarks and usages : 

"Then, too, we are far from believing that the terms' ancient land
marks,' and' ancient customs '- are mere catch phrases, invented at a recent 
date to delude the unwary and mislead the public. We are satisfied that 
there is a great deal in Masonry that has never been committed to writing, 
and, while it has become the proper thing for modern historians to require 
contemporaneous documentary evidence for everything which they admit 
to be authentic, we are of the opinion that they are demanding something 
of Masonry which the earliest teachings of the craft strictly forbade. Masons 
at an early day were much more reluctant than they are nowadays to reduce 
their teachings, practices and beliefs to writing; regarding matters even the 
most trivial as esoteric. Under such circumstances it is not remakable that 
modern historians should find difficulty in securing authentic documentary 
evidence to support its traditions. " 

In his conclusion, in discussing the Wisconsin proposition, he says: 
"The principal objections urged against this measure are that the-plan 

of relief it proposes is not charity, but partake!' of the nature of mutual in
surance or sick benefits, and that it substitutes relief by lodges instead of 
individual masonic charity. This plan differ8 widely from mutual insnrance 
or sick benefits as generally practiced. In such societies any person keep
ing up his assessments or dues is entitled to a benefit in case of sickness 
without regard to his financial condition. Under the l'lan proposed only 
distressed, worthy brethren are entitled to its protection. If a brother is 
able to help himself he is no more entitled to the assistance of his lodge 
when sick or unfortunate than he is to demand charity of the individnal 
mason. In mutual insurance companies having sick benefits, and the like, 
the amoullt payable is a fixed sum per week or month, without regard to 
the amount the beneficiary may actually need; under \.he Wisconsin prop
osition a brother is entitled to relief to the amount of his necessities whether 
they be small or great, and beyond this no relief is to be furnished . If the 
relieving of a.distressed worthy brother to the extent of his necessities would 
be charity wheu done by an individual mason such an act is equally an act 
of charity when done by a lodge, and if he is relieved because of his masonic 
status it is masonic charity. " 

That there are minor differences between the Wisconsin proposition and 
the system of most of the organizations to which he refers, there is no doubt. 
But, at the same time, the principle is precisely the same. Under the Wis
consin proposition, the mason, by the regular payment of his dues, becomes 
entitled to relief according to his necessities, when he is unable to relieve 
himself, and that, too, without regard to the abUitv oj the lodge. 
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Other societies give relief whether the subject is poor or not, and limit it 
without regard to his actual necessities. The details are different, but the 
principle that it is relicf purchased and paid for in both cases, is the same. 
We have already called the attention to the apparent misapprehm!sion of 
our Wisconsin brethren in relation to individual obligation. The Wisconsin 
proposition entirely relieves individual masons from any obligation, and 
throws the burden upon the lodge, while the opponents hold that the obliga
tion of lodges and inrlividuals go hand in hand, and are based upon tbe 
same principle and are limited by the same restrictions. 

WYOMING, 1898. 

We have a. portrait of the retiring Grand Master, E. P. RHORBAUGH. We 
wish our good BrG. KUYKENDALL would give ns the full first names of his 

Grand Masters. 
Grand Master RIIORBA UG H refers to the destruction of the Maine and the 

Cuban War in a patriotic tone. 

Referring to the duties of masons, he well says : 
" The duty before us is very plain-preserve, unimpaired, the ancient 

landmarks as they have come down to us f rom our forefathers, and at the 
same time keep step with the movements of the times and the ehanging con
ditions of social life." 

He had granted a dispensation for one new lodge which he had visited, 

and of which he speaks in high terms. 
Among his decisions is one to the effect that it is entirely at the discretion 

of the lodge, whether to remit dues or not, and, he decides, that if a member 
who has been suspended for non-payment of dues, is in distress financially 
and is a worthy brother, his dues may be remitted, and he restored to mem
bership, and a tlimit granted to him. He decided, also, that American 
citizenship is not a necessary qualification for admission to Masonry, pro
vided the candidate has all the other necessary qualifications. He decided 
further, that the refusal of a lodge to receive a petition of a candidate is. not 
equivalent to a rejection by ballot. He decided further, that the report of 
investigating committees, whether favorable or unfavorable, should be re
corded. Of course, we dissent from this decision, and we believe that the 
almost universal opinion is, that that is one of the things which is not proper 

to be .recorded. 
I-Ie made quite a number of visitations, and regretted extremely that he 

could not make more, as he was firmly impressed with the necessity of such 

visitations. 
He 6<ll'nestly urged that the Eastern Star be favored and helped whenever 

practical. 
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The following preamble and resolution were adopted by the Grand Lodge 
and by a unanimous vote: 

"Whereas," gany members of the masonic fraternity have enlisted in the 
volunteer regiments, recruited within this jurisdiction, and as a consequence 
a number of familiar faces are absent at this session of the Grand Lodge of 
the State of Wyoming: 

"Therefore, be it resolved, That this Grand Lodge sends to all absent 
brother Masons who have servea or are serving in the volunteer service or 
regular army and risked their lives for their country in the stand it has 
taken in the cause of humanity, a fraternal greeting, realizing that" they are 
with us in spirit, if not in the flesh, upon this occasion; and we pray that 
the Supreme Grand Master above will guard them agai nst bodily harm, 
protect them from disease, and grant them a safe return." 

Quite an amount of business of a routine character wa~ transacted, but 
nothing of special interest. 

The constitution and by-laws of the Grand Lodge are published in these 
Proceedings. 

We find that special provision is made for the conferring of the second or 

third degree by a lodge other than that which conferred the first degree. 
Provision is also made that the first lodge may waive its jurisdiction. 

In the absence of the Master and Wardens, any Past Master of the lodge 
may open it and preside. 

The conferring of the Past Master's degree is prohibited, and it is provided 
that cOlllplete service as a Master of a lodge shall qualify him to take rank 
as Past Master without any ceremony. This leads us to wonder what the 
ceremony in that jurisdiction has been, and what is substituted in the installa
tion ceremony for what is termed the Past Master's degree. 

The following is the provision in relation to rejected material: 
" No lodge shall initiate into the mysteries of the craft any person whom

soever, without first being satisfied, by a test or otherwise, that such candi
date has not made application to sOlIle other lodge in this jurisdiction and 
been rejectea, and if it shall appear that he has been so rejected, then the 
lodge must be satisfactori ly convincpd that the objection to his initiation 
has been withdrawn, and the unanimous consent of the lodge rejecting him 
must be obtained before he can be initiated. 

" Perpetual jurisdiction over rejected material except as between lodgps 
in this jurisdiction is hereby abolished." 

We have heretofore alluded to the inconsistency of this provisiou. 
The Wisconsin proposition is inserted in the Constitution in the following 

terms: 

., It is the duty of each lodge to take care of its own members 'n distress 
wherever they may be. In "case of its inability so to ao, this duty 
devolves upon the Graml Lodge from which it Iwlds its charter, it being un
derstood that in no case is the lodge furnishing relief and asking re-imburse
ment, to go beyond actual necessities without express authority from the 
re-imbursing bodies." 

We are surprised that the qualifying clause should be solemnly made a 
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part of the Constitution. Where is there any warrant whatever for seeking. 

or furnishing relief beyond" actual necessities" ? And if a full support for 

the t ime being is an actual necessity, it follows from this provision that the 
lodge of which one is a member is bound to su.pport him. 

The Report on Correspondence (pp. 88) was presented by B'ro. WfLLIHI' 

L , KUYlOJN DALL, and it is quite an interesting one; but he comes to con

clusions which he would not reach did. he not reject established, rules of evi~ 

dence and req uire a kind of ev idence that could not possibly exist. 

We shall have occasion to advert to this as we proceed in Oll-r review. 
He says: 

" He copies entire the oration of the Grand Orator of Washington~ whose' 
theme was ChineRe Freemasonry and the Druses of Palestine, in which the 
a ttempt is made to connect both with genuine masonry. Both are ou.t of 
place and there is no foundation for e ither. It is no credit to our institu'
t ion to even attempt connecting it with what is termed Chinese Masonry, 
which is not Masonry in any sense." 

This is a matter which we have never examined, and therefore will uot 

undertake to discuss it. 

He has come to the conclusion that legislation requiring a person who has 

received the third degree, to pass an examiuation before can become a 

member of a lodge, is unwise, and we agree with him. He suggests that, 

while a person receiving the third degree should thereby become a member 
of the lodge, he should be required, under a penalty, to leam the work. 

We do not believe in this, Our experience is, that, if a new brother will 

not learn the work, the lodge has made a mistake in admitt ing him, and we 
have lost all faith in the efficacy of laws which undertake to force members 

to perform their affirmative duties; in every case we had better recognize 

that fact and let t he parties take the consequence. 

We fully agree, of course, in the following : 

"It appears that our British Columbia brethren have an unwritten law or 
requirement that visitors presenting themselves who c>tnnot be vouched for 
must produce written evidence of good standing, without which they a re 
refu8ed recognition. One case is cited where a lodge admitted a visitor 
without such evidence who had been suspended for non-payment of dnes in 
1889. We have for years contended for the production of written evidence 
of good stallding in addition to examinatiop, and we al'e gratified to know 
that at least one Grand Jurisdiction is prepa red to effectually shut the door 
in the face of imposters, suspended and expelled masons, and we hope our 
Wyoming lodges will follow suit." 

The opposite practice gl'ew up in consequence of the erroneous position 

taken by earnest ritualists, They assume, erroneously, that the object of 
written vouchers is to prove that the party is a mason, and they held that 

he onght to be able to prove himself a mason upon an oral examination, 

whereas the office of written vouchers is to prove that a man, who has ap

parently proved himself to be a mason, was made in a regular ,.lodge and is 
in good standing. 
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In his review of California, he says that, one by one, the Grand Lodges 
have discarded perpetual jurisdiction. This is true, but not the whole 
truth. The most of those who have discarded perpetual jurisdiction still 
adhere to the position that the jurisdiction during the time limit is exclusive. 

He claims that a mason has no right to cboose the lodge of which he shall 
be a member, save within the Grand Jurisdiction in which he resides, deny
ing that the opposite doctrine is law; and in this connection, he says: 

" We have requested a citation of tbe law, and have been met with a re
iteration of the claim without anything to back it, and one brother reviewer 
went so far as to say one thousand miles was purely imaginary on our part." 

Our brother ought to know that masonic laws are very largely restrictive. 
The very term "Freemason" implies that; but the conclusive answer to 
his question is, that, from time immemorial, usage has permitted a mason 
to select the lodge to which he will belong without regard to territorial lin es. 
This is one of the insta.nces in which he discards established rules of evi
dence, and calls for a citation of the law in support of a practice established 
by long usage; and he will find that wherever his doctrine prevails, it does 
so by force of recent affirmative restrictive law. 

He devotes about three pages to a reply to Bro. GIU:ENLEAF, in relation 
to the origin of Speculative Masonry, and in this he falls into his usual 
error of demanding record proof, and he even goes so far as to assume that 
those old lodges had Secretaries! He seriously inquires what has become of 
their records. It is a rule of evidence that ancient writings, made soon after 
any particular occurrence or alleged occnrrence, if they have remained long 
undisputed, are evidence in relation to snch occurrence. Our brothel' 
assumes that ANDERSON must be corroborated or else his writings are en
titled to no credit. The rule of evidence is precisely the contrary, and the 
same is trne of the writings of PRESTON: and our brother, in our judgment, 
is very greatly in error when he calls for written evidence in relation to an 
institution which avowedly committed little or nothing to writing, and 
avowedly based its laws upon" tbe usages of the craft." 

In bis review of ~aine, after quoting our remarks to the effect that in 
our opinion the doctrine of perpetual jurisdiction is not a landmark, he says: 

"We are pleased to quote the foregoing as emanating from our Icarned 
brother. We have never had any doubts regarding the right of any Grann 
r,odge to adopt or reject the doctrine. He does not quite understand why 
our Grand Lodge maintains perpetual jurisdiction as between lodge~ in 
Wyoming, and believes the ··same reasons which compel a rejected cand i
date to wait a given time before he presents his petition in the same juris
diction, apply with equal force when he would present it in another juris
diction.' To our mind a wide distinction between the two exists. Gra.nd 
Lodges are sovereign within their respective territories. The right of objec
tion not only to candidates but to visitors is un iversally acknowledged and 
practiced by all. For instance, Pennsylvania champions perpetual juris
diction and snch right of objection. Wyoming favors the latter but not the 
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former. A candidate rejected in Pennsylvania removes to our state and in 
due time is made a Master Mason. He may at some time return to his old 
home and attempt to vsiit the rejecting or some other lodge with honest and 
sincere intentions, or to be smart; in either case objection bars him out, and 
who is hurt? Wyoming has no grounds upon which to base a case causing 
friction so long as her Grand Lodge recognizes the right of objection, 
and Pennsylvania surely cannot claim any grounds in such case. In 
our oplllion there can be no friction between Grand Lodges over this ques
tion nnless caused.by one attempting to force its laws upon another, which it is 
better not to attempt so long as each is recognized to be a sovereign. The 
case is very different between lodges in the same jurisdiction. Friction is 
sure to result between lodges and even extend to members. Objection in
tensifies the friction and endangers the standing of Masonry in the commu
nity. To prevent this is why Wyoming adopted the law as it stallds. We 
did not oppose the report of the Committee on Jurisprudence which OUl" 

brother says approves the law of Maine, for the simple reason that said 
report did not change our by .. law, Section 78, to which he is referred, and 
which we do not believe he will t.hink is in strict conformity with the law 
of Maine. No, Bro. Drummond, there is no danger of endangering friendly 
relations between Grand Lodges unless the law of one is attempted to be 
foisted upon another. No friction can arise otherwise." 

To which the reply is, that under masonic law Grand Lodges are not 
"Sovereign within their respective territories." He also misapprehends 

the consequences of the making of a mason in Wyoming of a candidate pre

viously rejected in Pennsylvania: the matter is not left to the action of 

members of lodges, but the Grand Master issues an edict declaring the party 

a clandestine mason, and forbidding his recognition in Pennsylvania as a 

mason: the Grand Lodges of Massachusetts, Maine, New Hampshire, South 
Carolina, Illinois, Michigan and numerous others, recognize the decision of 

the Grand Master of Pennsylvania as correct, and the party is not recog

nized in any of these jurisdictiolls; we should think that when such a one 

should go back to Wyoming, and say what he naturally would say, his 

complaint could scarcely be brushed aside by the statement that it is a very 

trifling matter, because every member of a lodge has a right to object to 

the admission of a visitor, to say nothing of the fact that a member who 

does object to a visitor jor any other than a masonic reason, violates his duty 

to a brother mason. The fact that Grand Lodges in several cases have had 
dissensions over this matter also refutes our brother's argument. 

Nor is there any forcing of the laws of one jnrisdiction upon another. 

While the argument of Bro. K. would apply equally to the initiation of a 

mason expelled in another jurisdiction, we do not believe he will say that 

any lodge any where can masonically do that: and why not? Because, 

under the laws of that other jurisdiction, the party has acquired a status 
which follows him everywhere: in like manner the rejected candidate has 

acquired a status, which follows him everywhere. His explanation why 

perpetual jurisdiction is right in cases of rejection by lodges in Wyoming, 

but wrong in cases of rejection by lodges out of Wyoming, d,ges not explain. 

In spite of all he says, it is substantially saying that when the doctrine 

, I 
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operates in our favor, we adopt it, but when it operates adversely to our' 

interests we discard it. 
He explains that the action of his Grand Lodge on the Maine Resolutions 

amounts to nothing, because, notwithstanding the report of the Committee on 

Jurisprudence and its acioption by the Grand Lodge, that those resolutions are 

in conformity to the law in Wyoming, they are not so. So far as relates to 

rejections in Wyoming, he is apparent.!y correct, but we find nothing in it 

that prevents this action of the Grand Lodge from operating as the rule to 

be followed by the lodges in relation to candidates rejccted in other jurisdic

tions. 

Tbere are other parts of this report that we had marked for notice, but 

must be content with one more. He censures the Grand Master of Nebraska 

for making a mason at sight, and rejoices at the action of the Grand Lodge. 

He says: 

., We are surprised that he overlooked or ignored the fact of having taken' 
upon himself a solemn obligation to support the constitution of his Grand 
Lodge and the masonic laws, rules and regulat ions of the jnrisdictioa and 
then boldly overrode them in the perpetration of an act, which , if it ever had 
any cause for existence in speculative Masonry (which we deny), it has ceased 
to exist long ago. It is said Masonry is no respecter of persons, and th is is 
bome out by tbe fact that laws in a ll jurisdictions provide how all eligible 
persons may become masons and members of lodges in the regular way as 
therein defined. No mitidle ground or exemption is provicied for any man 
and in the making of a mason no Grand Master has any legal right or power 
to set the law at defiance, and so the Grand Lodge of Nebraska decided ill 
this case." 

But he does not quote the ohligation correctly: he leaves out "the ancient 

landmarks of 'vIasonry" that is 0 1' ought to be in th~ obligati r'l1, though it 

makes no difference whether it is in the installation obligation or IIOt . 

Whenever the Constitution conflicts with the landmarks, and one cannot 

Rupport both, the Constitution gives way to the landmark. But we are sur

pr ised that he should rejoice over the action of a Grand Lodge which under

took to make a lllason in a manner not authorized by its Constitution . We 

ask our brother, (as we ciid our brethren of Nebraska, but so far withol1t 

reply) what right the Grand Lodge has, more than its Graml ~laster , 

to ovenide, boldly or otherwise, the provisions of its own Constitution? 

The Grand Mastel' claimed to act under a landmark, but the Gmnd Lodge 

on its own theory acted without any pretence of authority except" its own 

sweet will." 

ALABAMA , 1898. 

A special communication was held to perforlll the ceremony at the funeral 

of Past Grand Mastel', HENRY CLAY TOMPKINS, who died suddenly in his 

office, Sept. 12, 1898. By the death of Bro. TO~(PKINS, the craft in Alabama 
sustain a great loss, in which the whole craft participate. 
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The Grand Master, JUtES A. BII,BRO, in his address also announces the 
death of Bro. PALMER J. PI LLANS, who has for so many years prepared the 
Reports on Corresponrlence for this Grand Lodge. He was a brother dearly 
heloved and a true mason, whose death will be lamenterl everywhere. 
Having been associated with him in similar work for a good many years, 
his death is to us the loss of a greatly respected and beloved friend. 

The Grand Lodge met , for the first time, in its own home, the Temple 
(the corner-stone of which was laid the year preceding) having been finished, 

and the Grand Master speaks of it with feelings of great pleasure. 

He had granted dispensations for three new lodges. He announced quite 
a number of decisions; the following is certainly novel but is correct, al
though it will not apply in those jurisdictions in which cubes are substituted 
for black balls : 

" A Master Mason who has lost both his arms is not on that account ex
cused from balloting on the petition of candidate. He may ask anyone 
present to assist him. Such assistant must in his presence, without noticing, 
take up ballots until the one desired is selected and deposit it in the box." 

In regard to candidates rejected in another state, he says: 

. "A lodge should not make a person a mason who has been rejected by 
another lodge in this state, without the consent of the majority of the lodge 
to which the applicant first petitioned. A majority of the lodge means a 
majority of the members present at the regular communication of the lodge 
at wh ich such consent is asked. " 

He further dpcided : 

" A lodge should be uppned in order to bury a brother with masonic hon
ors, and in case of emergency this may be done and a masonic burial given 
with a less number than seven Master Masons." 

He made a decision, from which it appears that Alabama still continues 
to be a Grand Lodge not in possession of fnll sovereign powers, inasmuch as 
it cannot amend its own Constitution without submitting the matter to the 
lodges, and the decision further shows that they have trouble ill securing 
the votes of lodges upon propositions submitted to them. 

But little progress had been made towards the establishment of a Masonic 

Home. 

He regrets to be obliged to announce that in many lodges personal strife 
and bitterness among the members exist, and of this he says: 

" I warn you, my brethren, that such conditions greatly retard the use
fuln ess of the lodge and fearfully abate the zeal of the craft. in their work. 
Be prompt, therefore, on the fir!!t approach of any of these evils, to correct 
them firmly but kindly, and if brethren at variance with each other will not 
be reconciled, after the u4,most exercise of fraternal labor and care, then 
'tis far better that the offending ones should withdraw and leave ,the lodge 
in peace." 
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He regrets also prevalence of drunkenness and profanity, and he urges 

that the edicts of the Grand Lodge in this respect should be enforced, and 

in this connec.ticm, he says: 

" I find no pleasure in referring to these regretful circumstances. But I 
feel it to be my duty to do so; for Masonry is suffering from these evils in 
many parts of our jurisdiction. It is time to sound the alarm, ami not only 
that, but it is also time to get ready for action. The lodges afflicted with 
these abuses of masonic law must correct them if they hope to see Masonry 
prosperous in their respective localities. And to get nearer home, how is it 
with us as to these matters when we corne to the Grand Lodge to attend its 
session? Are we as circumspect, prudent and cautious in our conduct as 
the dignity and purity of our Order demand? Or do we not sometimes in 
the buoyancy of renewed friendships aI"!d brotherly gl'eetings, reach excesses 
that are a reproach to ns in our moments of quiet and calm reflection. I 
have heard from a number of brethren that on several occasions they have 
seen among the delegates to the Grand Lodge some who were decidedly 
under the influence of intoxicants, and that there were still others who pro
faned the name of Deity while here as Representatives of their lodges. 
Brethren I cannot hesitate to say that this is au opeu mockery of our cause. 
I say this in love to all offending ones, if such there be, that they may be 
led to a higher and purer life, and that our Grand Lodge may never again 
be humiliated by such gross, and oftentimes thoughtless and unintentional 
indiscretion. " 

* * * * * * * * * 
" I recommend that the explanation of the principal tenets of the Order 

as given in the Chart, and the three great duties of a Mason, as given in the 
charge at initiation, be read in open lodge at each regular cOJnrnunication of 
Ollr subordinate lodges. 

" I do not believe these great lessons can be too often repeated nor made 
too familiar to the craft. They are the basis of all that is good in masonry, 
and without their practice there can be no growth in those virtues which 
mark true masonic character." 

In connection with an amendment to the Constitution submitted to the 

lodges, we tind a list of lodges which did not report, and the Grand Master 
ordered that the masters of those lodges should appear before the Grand 

Lodge at its next annual communication and give their reasons for faiiing to 

report. 

Two lodges were authorized to consolidate by a majority vote of each. 

The Committee on Work made reports on the work; and thpy were adoptect . 

A pleasant incident of the session was the introduction of the Grand 
Lecturer and the presentation to him of a badge with a medalion bearing--

" the well known features of one of the oldest, truest and most useful 
members of the craft in this Graud .Jurisctiction; one who for fifty-three out 
of the past fifty-four Annual Grand Communications of this Grand Lodge 
has been present to discharge willingly, cheerfully and zealously, every 
masonic duty assigned him; one who has in fact well-nigh burned out his 
long and useful life arouna the altars of Masonry-I allt;.de to our venerable 
and much beloved State Grand Lecturer, R. W. James M. Brundidge. " 

A thousand of them had been prepared aud they were distributed among 
the members, who were authorizect to wear them dnring the remainder of 

the session of the Grand Lodge. 
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The Masonic Temple was oedicated during the session. Eloquent ad

d resses were delivered on the occasion , but we regret to find that it had 
been impossible to secure a copy of the address of the Grand Master in season 
for publication in these Proceedings . His subject was " The Temple. " 
Th e Deputy Grand Master spoke for the Grand Lodge ; the Senior Grand 
Warden for Ancient Craft Masonry; a Past Grand High Pries t for Capitular 
Masonry; the Grand Master of the Grano Council for Cryptic Masonry ; a 
Past Grand Commander for Templar Masonry, and the In~pector General of 

Alabama for Scottish Rite Masonry. 

A large amo unt of routine business was transacted. 

Memorial tributes to the memory of Bros. PILLANti and TOMPKI NS were 

presented and adopted. 

The Heport on Correspondence (pp. 143) was presented by Bro. W~I. Y. 
TITCO MB, except that BI'O. PILLANS had reviewed eighteen of the Proceed

in~s before his death. It is enough to say of the manner in which Bro. 
TITCOM B performs his duty, that we are unable to determine which reviews 
were written by him and which by Bro. PILLANS. The report, as always 
heretofore, is very largely confined to abstracts with but few extracts or 
comments. We wish that the Grand Secretary or the Committee on Print
ing, would require the prit1t.er to make a distinction between extracts and 
original matter. It would ado much, really, to the interest of the report. 

He esteems the brethren of Maine happy, from the fact that the Com
mittee on Grievances ami Appeals had not a single case before it. He 

quotes what we stated concerning the decision of the Grand Master of his 
Grand Lodge in relation to the burial of a brother suspended for non-pay
mellt of dues. We note that the committee, while sURtaining the decision 
of the Grand Master in this particular ease, sta ted emphatically that it must 
1I0t be taken as a precedent. 

fL seems that we misunderstood the law of his Grand Lodge in rela tion to 
the time of making returns. An amendment to the Constitution was 
offered the year before, providing that the returns should be made on or 
before the first day of the session. We were unable to determine what part 
of it was new and assumed tllat this part of it was not.; but it seems that the 
law as already existing, did provide that the returns should be made in 
ample season before the session oi the Grand Lodge. 

While we miss very greatly Bro. PILLANS, we congratulate the Grand 
Lodge of Alabama that it has heen able to fill his place so well. 
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ARI ZONA, 1898. 

The Grand Mlf'ster, JOSEPH BRAWNER CUEAMEU, had, in consequence of 
the election coming up on the day fixed for the meeting of the Grand Lodge, 
changed the time of its meeting to the Tuesday following, and his action 

was approved by the Grand Lodge. 

He had revoked relations with Peru; at the time of the meeting of his 
Grand Lodge he had, however, received information that the obnoxious 
edict had be'ln rescinded and he recommended that fraternal relations should 

be re-established with the Grand Lodge of Peru, and the Grand Lodge so 
voted. 

He refers to the action of the Grand Lodge of Washington, which he holds 
is unwarranted. 

He says the year had been a prosperous one, and that there had been a 
gain in the membership, none of the lodges having lost ground, and the 
majority having made material gain. 

He rpports one deci~ion. A member of a lodge applied for a dimit, and 
one was granted without a recommendatory certificate, and thereupon the 
brother refused to accept the dimit, and he asked that the lodge be required 
to give him one with a recommendatory certificate. It seems that, in that 
jurisdiction, a dimit without such a certificate virtually terminates the re
lation of a party with the order, because his application for membership 
cannot be accepted by any other lodge. We believe that to be wrong, but, 
under the circumstances, we th ink the decision, which is as follows, is 
correct: 

"That while it was optional with the lodge as to whether or not it would 
grant a recommendatory certificate with a dimit, it is equally optional with 
the member applying for dimit whether or not he will accept a dimit with
ou t a reCOlll mendatory certificate. If the brother refuses to accept such a 
dimit the action of the lo'dge is without force and the brotller remains a 
melllber of the lodge." 

He learned later that the lodge had granted the certificate with the proper 
recommendation. 

He urges that the Grand Lodge should be located at some central point, 
and also, that the lodge at the place where the Grand Lodge meets should 
not be allowed to make lavish expenditures in the entertainment of the 
Grand Lodge. 

The business of the Grand Lodge seems to be chiefly of a routine char
acter. The Grane! Orator delivered a very fine address which is published 
in the Proceedings, and really is worthy of a more general circulation among 
the craft than it will receive by being merely printed in these Proceedings. 

Of the action of the Grand Lodge of Washington, the commil.tee :;ay: 
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" In the matter of the action by the M. W. Grand Lodge of Washington, 
recognizing as legitimate masons negroes tracing descent from 'Princc 
Hall' Lodge, your committee does not think any action by this Grand 
Lodge necessary at this time. 

"The question of the admission of negroes, either by initiation, affiliation, 
01' visitation, has nevel', to this committee's knowledge, come before any 
lodge in this Grand Jurisdiction; and your committee is of the opinion tlmt 
when the questi('n dors arise a strict compliance with the requirements of 
the Const itu t ion and Ritual will solve all difficulties, without the necessity 
of allusion to or drawing of the color line. 

" A desire for notoriety; rather than a desire to right a wrong, is probably 
the cause of this cloud. occasionally obscuring the masonic horizon." 

The decision of the Grand Master in relation to the dimit, was not ap

proved; the com mittee holding in substance, that a brother can withdraw 
from a lodge at his plp,asure; and tho committee say: 

"The fact that a certificate of withdra wal withont recom menoation will 
not en title the holder to apply for affiliation to any lodge, is not such a 
hardsh ip as may at first appeal', because a brother who has earned the ill will 
of the majority of the members of his own lodge, is certainly not a desirable 
me III bel' for any other lodge. " 

We repeat that we believe this to be all wrong. If a brother has a right 

to sever his connection with a lodge at his pleasure, he ought to have the 
·right to apply to any other lodge for membership, leaving Uwt lodge to de

termine his fitness to become a member. 
No Report on Correspondence. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 1898. 

A special cOlllmunica tion was held, [or the exemplification of the work 

and other purposes. 
The Comm ittee on Jnrisprudence reported that the five years time lilllit 

was established recently, but the Grand Lodge, in cases of rejection , was 

retroactive in its operation-precisely as our Grand Lodge decided. 

At the se mi-annual communication, the committee made an able report 

upon the Peru matter, and, as a result, masonic intercourse was suspended 

witn that Grand Lodge and the members of its obedience. 

At the annual communication, tbe Grand Master, SAMUE L C. PALMI>lt, 

made a full report of his official actions. He annoullced that the" Great 

Light of Masonry " had been restored to the altars of Peru, and that he 

allticipated with pleasure the probable resumption of intercourse with that 

Grand Body. 

He had granted a dispensation to olle of the lodges to receive the report 
of a committee on the petition of a candidate and, if elected, to confer the 

degrees upon him, at a special meeting. 

He had decided th at, nnder their law as to rejections, whiclris the same 
as ours, if a black-ball appeared on the second ballot, the candidate m list 
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be declared rejected , although there might possibly be some faulty construc

tion of the ballet box. The idea of the law, both in that jurisdiction and 

in ours, seems to be that a second ballot may be taken to determine the 

question whether there has been a mistake in the first or not, and that the 

lodge can go no farther. 

Various other matters are stated and discussed by him, but none of general 

interest. 
The installation communication was held as usual, at which the report of 

the Committee on Library was received, and some other business of a rou

tine character was transacted. 

Prepara tions were made to be represented at the Washington Centennial 

exercises. 

The Report on Correspondence (pp. 96) was presented by Bro. WILLIAM 

R. SINGLETON. 
He calls attention to the inconsistency in requiring the payment of dues 

while the member is under suspension, and yet not paying dues to the Grand 

Lodge on account of such members. 

Referring to the action of the Grand Lodge of Canada upon the Maine 

proposition, he says: 

" Such is the law in most Grand Lodges, but this does not touch the Maine 
question because it does not define whether it refers to rejected candidates 
in other jurisdictions than wherein the candillate was rejected. " 

Referring to the statement of Bro. JACKSON, of Delaware, that Mexican 

Masonry should not be recognized because it originated from the Supreme 

Council of the Scottish Rite, he says; 

" We are sorry to hear that from you, my brother. Now, what wi!1 you 
do with the Grand Lodge of Cuba, which we tind in your list, 102, with 
your Grand Secretary as your Grand Representative? Nearly every lodge 
in the Grand Lodge of Cuba, if not everyone, was derived from the Su
preme Council, A. A. S. R. No. It has been well settled by our very 
best masonic authorities that the symbolic degrees of the A. A. S. R. are 
legitimate bodies." 

We do not see but that the only answer that Bro. JACKSON can make is 

that the old usages must give way to modern ideas of improvement in 

Masonry. 

Of the Nebraska case of making a mason at sight, he says: 

" He reports that after careful examination of the prerogaLi ve of a Grand 
Master to 'make a mason at sight,' he had used that pri vilege and had mane 
his son a mason, he having observed all due precautions in the prem ises, 
and followed out the usual method of holding an 'occasional lodge'. In 
this we concur. " 

Referring to the statement of a Grand Master that very many of the 

questions propounded by him might have been answered by the Code, he 

well says: 
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" Differing from the Grand Master of another jurisdiction he had granted, 
very properly and according to ancient masonic usage, several lodges to ap
pear in pnblic for the purpose of attending divine service." 

Givillg a decision of Grand Mast~r LOCKE'S, that payment of dues restorcs 
a broth'er to membership under our law without a vote of the lodge, he says: 

" We regret that our own Constitution does not go as far as that of Maine. 
We only allow one year for such self re-instatement. After that, the one 
dropped must subject himself to investigation by a committee, and a ma
jurUy vote. We have always held that as a majority of brethren are dropped 
from inability to pay dues that should they at any future time come forward 
and pay the amount of indebtedness, that by such act, having fulfilled their 
obligations they should be re-instated. 

"If common fame or any good reasons can be assigned why a brother 
should not be a member, then charges should be preferred against him and 
a trial had, and, if convicted, he should be either suspended or expelled, as 
the case may require. 

" Being dropped and afterwards excluded is not masonic in its character, 
and is anomalous. " 

We commend the following, in relation to the Grand Lodge of Peru, to 
our brother in Illinois: 

" In all Christian countries every legal oath is administered upon the 
'sacred writings called the' Bible,' because it is recognized as of Divine 
inspiratioll, and its function in the' jurat' is to represent the' Divinity' 
who iR thus invoked as a witness to the compact. 

"Take away this, the sacred insignia of God, and then substitute what? 
the very instrument itself, to which the party sworn is to be conformable in 
his acts, which has no such ethical position therein as did the original 
medium, which always and everywhere is referred as emanating from the 
hi)1;hest moral authority in the universe. 

, . What a blunder was made by a Grand Master." 

We fully agree, as we believe it has been the usage of Masonry as far back 
as any usage can be traced, to require the presence of a book which rep

resents the Divinity. 
In his review of Kentucky he discu3ses very ably the action of the Grand 

Lodge of Washington, giving extracts from the Constitution of the Grand 
Lodge of England, which we should quote were it not for the fact that the 
matter has been disposed of finally. In this connection, we shall look with 
much interest for Bro. HOBERT FREKE GOULD'S new work on military lodges, 
which, we learn, has just been issued in England. It will be of great in
terest and pleasure to us in this country. 

We are greatly rejoiced to find Bro. SINGLETON at his work again as 
actively as eVllr, in spite of the severe illness which we mentioned last year. 

ENGLAND. 

At the quarterly communication in June, 1898, the Peru question was 
before the Grand Lodge, and considering the position held by t hat body and 

App. 31 G. L. 
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especially considering the views expressed by it, we devote Oll!' space almost 
exclusively to this subject. 

The following...resolutions were presented: 

" 1st Resolution. That this Grand Lodge views with profoulld regret the 
step taken by the Grand Lodge of Peru, in ordering the removal of the Vul
olume of the Sacred Law from the altars, and in prohibiting all mention of 
the Bible in the ceremonies, of lodges under its jurisdiction. 

..... " 2a Resolution. That so long as the Grand Lodge of Peru, or the lodges 
holding there·under, require or authorize the holding of lodge meetings from 
which the Volume of the Sacred Law is absent, or in the ceremonies of which 
no mention of the Bible is made, they cannot be recognized as true and law·· 
flll masonic lodges or bodies. 

"3a Resolution. That this Grand Lodge requests that His Royal I-lighness 
the Most Worshipful Grand Master will be pleased to take such steps for 
giving effect to the foregoing resolutions, as he may consider consistent with 
the honour of this Grand Lodge; and to take such further steps, if any, as he 
may deem desirable for the recognition of those brethren in P eru who de
termine to abide by the Ancient Land·marks of the order. 

"4th Resolution. That this Grand Lodge hereby reaffirms and again 
places on record the resolution adopted by the Grand Lodge 011 the (jth day 
of March, 1878, as follows: 

"That in view of the foregoing resolutions, the Worshipful Masters of all 
lodges holding under the Grand Lodge of England be directed not to 
admit any foreign brother as a visitor unless 

" 1st. He is duly vouched for, or unless his certificate shows that he has 
been initiat.ed according to the ancient rites anel cE'remollies in a lodge pro
fessing belief in T . G. A. O. T. U., and 

"2dly. Not unless he himself shall acknowledge that this belief is an 
essen tial land mark of the order. 

" 5th Resolution. That a copy of the foregoing resolutions be transmitted 
to the Grand Lodges of Scotland and Ireland, to E'ach Grand L.odge with 
which this Grand Lodge is in communication, and to the Worshipful Mastp,rs 
of allludges holding under the Grand Lodge of England, each of whom is 
hereby instructed to cause these resolutions to be read at the first meeting 
of his lodge after the receipt thereof, and to direct that they shall be elltered 
on the minutes." 

The Grand Registrar, ill seconding the resolutions, said: 

"Most 'Worshipful Grand Master in the chair, it is very seldom indeed 
that a Grand Lodge is convened anywhere to consider snch a message as 
His Royal Highness has sent to this Grand Lodge to-day for our considera
tion, but the circumstances are such, and the facts have ueell brought to 
the attention of the Most Worshipful Grand Master in such a way, that 
they cannot, in the interests of true Masonry, be ignored; but on bping laid 
before the brethren with the expression of the Grand Master's opinion upun 
them, they will doubtless canse the adoption of the suggpsted resolutiolls 
which will place this Grand Lodge of Englalld among those (,rand Lodges 
who have emphatically pronounced their condemnation of th e acts alld 
edicts of the Grand Lodge of Peru. As masons, we know that adlLlissioll 
to our Order is free to all, whatever their belief, so long as they believe in 
the Great Architect-but there is a further condition which cannot be ig 
nored. Our Great Light is the Volume of the Sacred Law. NT> man call 
be made a mason except in a lodge just, perfect and regular. The lodge is 
regular by its Warrallt of ConstiLlltion; it is perfect by beillg composed of 
seven or more members; and it is just when the Volume of the Sacred Law 
is unfolded and with certain implements placed thereon; and unless those 
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Great Lights are present no lodge can be held; that has been stated over 
and over again, and has been resolved over and over again by this mother 
of Grand Lodges, and by Grand Lodges throughout the world representing 
trne Masol1l'Y. Any body of men meeting, under whatever Ilames they 
choose to call themselves, who have not these Great Lights are not a body 
of masons. We are bound-every Past Master here has taken the obliga
tion-we have promised to respect genuine and true brethren, and to dis
countenance impostors and all dissenters from the original plan of Free
masonry. Therefore, if we find any body professing to be a masonic body 
which departs from the original plan of Freemasonry we have sworn tllftt 
we will discountenance those people-I will not call them brethren. We 
also admit that it is not in the power of any man or body of men to make 
innovations in the body of Masonry. We declare in our charges that let a 
man's religion or mode of worship be what it may, he is not excluded from 
the Order, provided he believe in the glorious Architect of Heaven and 
l~arth , and practice the sacred duties of morality. We are also told that 
this Grand Lodge, as a Grand Lodge, can only legislate having regard to 
the ancient landmarks of the Order." 

lie then gave a statement of the facts and of the action of Cosmos Lodge 
in surrend ering its charter rather than hold under a Body that had ceased 
to be a Grand Lodge; and added: 

" M~tI1y of the Grand Lodges of America, the Grand Lodge of Victoria, I 
believe, and others have aiready passed resolutions, and their Grand Masters 
have declared against the action of the Grand Lodge of Peru-in some cases 
in language which 1 would not like this Grand Lodge to adopt, because no 
good comes of lls ing hard names. All we can say is this, those holding 
under the Grand Lodge of Peru and in accordance with its edict have ceased 
to be masotls, anti cannot be received by us until they have returned to their 
duty to the Great Architect, and to Masonry. It is not a question of a 
l3ible being on the altaI' . . It is the volume of the Sacred Law we recognize. 
AlllOng Ch ristians it is the Old and New Testaments combined; among 
J ews it is the Old Testament alone; among Mahommedans it is the Koran, 
which they believe to be the revelation of the will of the Great Architect; 
but whether it be a lodge of Christians, Jews, Mahommedans, or Hindoos, 
it is their volume of the Sacred Law which must be on the Altar. (Hear, 
heal'. )" 

The question was formally taken upon each resolution separately and 
they were un an imously adopted. 

We hope that our brethren will carefully read all this more than once, 
although it is only the repetition of masonic laws and principles which from 

the first have been held to be landmarks; because in these latter days 
the doctrine bas been attacked by a few leaders in Masonry here in the 
United States as well as in Peru. 

At the session of the Grand Lodge in Ma.,rch, 1899, official notice of the 
subReqllent action of the Grand Lodge of Peru was received, and thereupon, 
the following resolutions were adopted: 

" '1st. That this Grand Lodge hails with the greatest satisfaction the 
reversal, by the Grand Lodge of Peru, of its decree of tbe J.3th of June, 
] 897, by whiCh decree the Volunm of the Sacred Law was removed from the 
altars a lid from the rituals of lodges under its jurisdiction. 



57 2 Correspondence-England. 

" '2<1. That this Grand Lodge welcomes the return of the Grand Lodge 
of Peru to its place among those supreme masonic bodies which acknowledge 
a belief in the Great Architect of the Universe and the presence in lodges of 
the Volume of His Sacred Law, as essential landmarks of the craft. 

" , 3d. That so long as the Grand Lodge of Peru, and the lodges holding 
thereunder, respect those ancient landmarks, and practice pure Masonry, 
they are entitled to recognition by English masons as true and lawful 
masonic lodges or bodie~. 

" '4th. That a copy of the foregoing resolutions be transmitted to the 
Grand Lodge of Peru, to the Grand Lodges of Scotland and Irelanci, to each 
Grand Lodge with which this Grand Lodge is in communicat.ion, and to the 
Worshipful Masters of all lodges holding under the Grand Lodge of Eng
land, each of whom is hereby instructed to cause these resolutions to be 
read at the first meeting of his lodge after the receipt thereof, allli to direct 
that they shall be entered on the Minutes.' " 

In a former part of this report we have spoken of a change in the policy 
of the Grand Lodge of England, in relation to new Grand Lodges withiu its 
jurisdiction; and while; as already intimated, that Grand Lodge has 1I0t 

. gone to the extent to which we understood it had gone, it has gone so far 
in the right direction that a statement of its action should be made. 

Formerly, the Grand Lodge of England did not allow a lodge in the De·· 
pendencies of the British Crown, to vote upon or even discuss the question 
of forming a new Grand Lodge, or of giving its allegiance to a Grand Lodge 
already formed; also, any meeting of brethren to discuss the question was 
unlawful; and when such new Grand Lodge should be formed, masonic in
tercourse with it and all the lodges and brethren of its obedience was abso
lutely forbidden; and any vote of the lodge to assist in forming a Grand 
Lodge was void, and as long as three members of any lodge chose to dissent, 
they were continued as a lodge and as the lodge; and in addition, District 
Grand Lodges were maintained, and new lodges were chartered. But in 
March, 1897, when the question of the recognition of the Grand Lodge of 
New.Zealand was presented, the Grand Registrar stated very forcilJly the 
evils of the practice, and submitted certain amendments. They were bitterly 
opposed, but finally, by a nearly two-thirds vote, the matter was referred to 
a special committee to report later. 

We did not receive the Proceeding for January, 1898 (and by the way the 
same is true of the Proceedlllgs of January, 1~99), but we were informed on 
authority that we deem perfectly reliable, that the proposed amendments 
had been adopted, and we are not certain now that they were not. How
ever, at the meeting in September, 1898, the Grand Master, with whom the 
matter had been left, reported articles of recognition of the Grand Lodge of 
New Zealand, which were presented to the Grand Lodge by the Grand Reg
istrar. One member of the Grand Lodge, who had opposed the former 
doctrine, expressed regret in relation to the matter, but the articles were 
unanimously adopted. In those articles were substantially embodied the 
amendillents of which we have already spoken. The Grand Lodge was 
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recognized, and it was agreed that the Grand Lodge of England would grant 
no warrant for a new lodge within the territory of the new Grand Lodge and 
the new Grand Lodge would grant no warrant for a lodge outside of their 

-territory. Lodges were authorized to hold a special meeting for the purpose 
of determining whether thcy would tender their allegiance to the !lew Grand 
Lodge, and, if it should be so decided by a two-thirds vote, that should be' 
effectual and its warrant should be returned to the Grand Lodge of England! 
for cancellation, but with the understanding that it might be returned to 
the lodge as a memorial. It was further agreed that the lodge might dispose 

of its property and records as a majority of the :odge should decide; but the 
Grand Mastel' recommended that all the papers should remain with the lodge, 
in order that the continuity of the lodge might not be imperiled. The 
District Grand Lodges would be absolutely dissolved, and it was fnrther pro

vided that the members of the lodges should be entitled to masonic recognition 
and incur no' censure for any part they might have taken on either side in 
the formation of the new Grand Lodge. 

We believe we may assume safely, that this is now the doctrine of tllIi Grand 
Lodge of England in relation to the formation of a . Grand Lodge in th'l De
pendencies of the British Crown, and it goes a great way in the right direc
tion, especially as it recognizes the right of a majority of the lodges, acting by 
a two~thirds vote, to form a new Grand Lodge. The only limitation contrary 
to the American doctrine is that if two-thirds of the lodge do not vote to 
go with the new Grand Lodge it may continue to exist as a lodge under the 
obedience of the Grand Lodge of England. The step taken is so long a one 
in the right direction, t~at WR believe it will not be many years before the 
Grand Lodge of Englanc will recognize the doctrine that upon the forma
tion of a new Grand Lodge by a majority of thc lodges in a given jurisdiction, 
all the lodges in that jurisdiction will thereby become subject to its aut.hority. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 

We have the Proceedings of this Grand Lodge from .June, 1897, to June, 

1898. 
Quarterly communications were held as usual and a large amount of busi

ness was transacted. 

A n attempt was made to have" Ladies' Nights." The Board of GelHiral 

Purposes acted as follows: 

"A communication was read from the M. W., the Grand Master, remit
ting, for the consideration of the Board, some correspondence he had received 
relative to ladies belllg adlllitted to the lodge-room. This matter engaged 
the attention of the Board for some time, and ultimately it was decided 
that ladies ought not to be admitted to the lodge-rooms under any circulll-
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stances. This restriction, however, does not. apply to their attendance at 
banquets or social ~therings of Freemasons." 

The Grand Inspector of Workings submitted a report, showing a very 

satisfactory condition of the lodges, nearly thirty of which he had visited. 

From a decision, we infer that the Worshipful Master of the lodge may 

refuse admission to a visitor. 

We find the followin g: 

"Letters were received from this Grand Lodge, soliciting recognition, but 
as it appeared that there were two Grand Bodies claiming jnrisdiction in 
Mexico, the Board resolved that the request be not enter tained for the 
present. " 

As we go on with our review, we find that the Grand Inspector of Work

ings reports quarterl)' and that he had visited a very large proportion of the 

lodges and found them in very good condition. 

A lodge petitioned that it might continue to confe.r the third degree in the 

manner in which it had been accustomed to confer it before the formation 

of the Grand Lodge, but the Grand Master decided that und er the Constitn

tion, the Grand Lodge had no power to grant the request, holding that uni

formity throughout the jurisdiction was reqnired. 

The chairman of the Committee on Correspondence submitted a long and 

very ahle report in relation to the Grand Dieta of Mexico, coneluding with 

the recommendation that recognition be withheld for the present. 

The nnmber of members reported Jun e 30,1 868, is 6,847, as against 6,033 ' 

the year before.. 

The Report on Correspondence (90 pp.) was prepared chiefly by Bro. 
JOliN B. TRIVETT, but Bros. A. R. Doc Klm, W. J. IIoLMJ<;s and W. II . 

SHOItTLANO assisted, each identifying his work with his iniLials. The report 

is very largely an account of the more important. action of other (l rand 
Lodges; but we are pleased to note that comments are arlded, from which we 

learn th e methods in that jurisdiction. 

In his review of the District of Columbia Bro. T. says: 

"We think that the custom of 'dropping' for non-payment of dues 
might profitably be considered in N. S. Wales. Very little reflection will 
suffice to make manifest the injustice of s tigmatising by means of ' exclusion' 
as is our vogue, a brother who, perhaps from pure misfortun e, may be nn
able to meet his obligations, and who in most cases, under this category, 
becomes irrecoverably lost to the craft. " 

Referring to the rules proposed in the Grand Lodge of England in relation 

to the formation of new Grand Lodges, he adds: 

" If such provisions had been in force twenty years ago, what a world of 
trouble would have been avoided in this colony." 

In his review of Iowa, Bro. SHORTLAND says: 
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'" The Wisconsin plan of relief was strongly opposed. Masonic help being 
voluntary, it should not be made compu'lsory upon the lodge of the relieved 
lJl"Other or his Grand Lodge to re-imbmse the amount. [These are our' 
semiments and our practice.] ,., 

. * * • • * * * * * 
. , We may also eliiplain that the term' called off' applies to those btethren 

who, removing their place of residence, or tiring of their connection with' 
their lodges, apply for clearances. Many of them, however, rejoin other 
lodges. We must confess that with us, membership, as a rule, does not last 
many years; we have, of course, our regular and consi'~tent brethren who 
deem it a duty to remain a lifeLime in full connection; but there are a vast 
number unaffiliated who prefer to remain so." 

In his review of Maine (1807), Bro. TIlIVIlTT copies the decisions of Grandi 

Master FARNHAM, and adds: "We think these rulings should be carefully 

noted by onr members and acted upon." 

Heferring to Missouri, Bro. S. says: 

" We note that all relief afforded is pracLically a charge upon the particu
lar lodge, to whatever jurisdiction it belongs, whose members have been 
assisted. This is very different to oLlr system, which relieves brethren of 
every jurisdiction through onr Board of Benevolence, from fllnds provided 
by the contributions of all the lodges in the territory, without claiming 
refunds in any case." 

The report of the Freemasons' Orphan Society is given, and it shows a.n 
expenditure on account of nineteen orphans of about $2,500, and a fund 

amonnting to about $ 110,000. 

The Report of the Freemason's Benevolent Institution is also added in 

these Proceedings. The portraits of the two oldest annuitants are given, 

one a lady of eighty-six, and the other a man of ninety. The number was 

twenty-nine; six had been added during the year, and four had died. Over 

~2,100 had been paid out, and the invested fund is over $20,000. The pro

ceedings at the meetings of the Directors are of great interest, but too long 
to be copied in th is report. 

We congratulate our New South Wales brethren upou their splendid 

work. 

NEW ZEALAND. 

We have the Proceedings at the annual communication April 28, 1898, 

and at the semi-annual communication held in October following. The 

business transacted was largely of a routine character, having reference to 

the financial affl\irs. 

The disbursements from the Fund of Benevolence for the year ending 

March 31, 1808, were about $500. 

The matter which occupied the attention of the Grand Lodge ~ost com

pletely wa.~ its recognition by the Grand Lodge of England. We have 
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already given this in our report; the articles were adopted, and a cablegram 
sent to the Grand Lodge of England to that effect. 

Recognitions by other Grand Lodges and exchange of Representatives 
were reported. 

The Grand Master transmitted to the Committee of General Purposes the 
invitation to attend the Washington Centennial Anniversary; and in his 
letter he says: 

"This invitation appears to me to call for some consideration. The evellt 
is one in which all freemasons who speak the English language can scarcely 
fail to take a deep interest. Recent events have shown that in Hpite of all 
political dissensions and commercial jealousies, there is between the great 
branches of the English speaking races a bond of sympathy which is still 
strong, a yearning after brotherhood which refuses to be hushed. Should 
the desire, which occasionally finds utterance, for a union of all the English
speaking races ever be gratified, there seems little reason to doubt that 
Masonry, with its world-wide ramifications, can be made a potent factor in 
so happy a consummation. There seems to me to be a special reason why 
these colonies, now apparently on the threshold of their national manhood, 
should cultivate a closer acquaintance with the United States. We have 
sprung from the same stock, we speak the same language, we own the same 
traditions, and we are both destined to play an important p:lrt in that COI1l

mercial awakening which must inevitably follow the events now transpiring 
in the East. It would therefore appear to be prudent that we should 
neglect no opportunity, however unimportant it may seem, which can assist 
in establishing a good understanding with our American ccusills. 

"The occasion of the Centenary Celebration of the death of W or. Bro. 
Washington seems to me to offer such an opportunity. I suggest that the 
question be referred to the Board of General Purposes for consideration . It 
is, of course, somewhat early to make any definite arrangement&, and it 
might be well to communicate with the other Grand Lodges in the colon ies, 
which have doubtless received a similar invitation, with a view of obtaining 
their views on the matter. If a separate representative cannot be sent froll1 
each Grand Lodge, it might be practicable to obtain the services of some 
distinguished brother to represent all the Grand Lodges of A ustmlia. Tue 
gathering promises to be one of the greatest in the history of th~ cmft, and 
I personally should like to see our Grand Lodge represen ted. " 

It was announced that one lodge, under the English Constitntion, had 
recently tendered its allegiance to the Grand Lodge of New Zealand and 
had been registered accOldingly. 

A committee had formerly been appointed to ascertain what the custom 
in other jurisdictions was in relation to conferring past rank. In the United 
States, out of twenty-three Grand Lodges which made replies, twenty-olle 
had no sucb rule or practice. Some added various criticisms, favorable 01' 

unfavorable, according to the ideas of the writPr. 

The report was received and referred .to tbe Board of General Purposes. 

Tbe Grand Superintendents show a good state of things on the whole, 
they having visited very maJ.ly of the lodges. 

The retul'llS of the lodges show 'a membership of 4,549 against 4,278 last 
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year. There had been 459 initiations; 184 admissions; 236 registrations; 
135 had been struck from the rolls and 30 had died. 

The Fund of Benevolence had been increased during the year and now 
stands at about $7,600; to this should be added other funds, amounting to 
over $3,000. 

At the semi-annual communication, the ritual question was presented, 
but it was determined that it should remain, for the present, in abeyance. 
It was announced that one of the ScoWsh lodges had transferred its 
allegiance to tile new Grand Lodge and that a new lodge had been warranted 
during the preceding six months. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

We have the proceedings for the year ending April 20, 1898. The Grand 
Master, Chief Justice S. J . WAY, had just returned from England and was 
welcomed back by the Deputy Grand Master, who congratulated · him upon 
the able manner in which he had represented the interests of his Grand Lodge 
in England, and upon the high honor which had been conferred upon him 
by llis being made a Past Senior Grand Warden of the Grand Lodge of 
England; and the Grand Master, in return, made his acknowledgments, and 
testified to the admirable manner in which the Deputy Grand Master had 
performed the duties during bis own absence. 

It seems that the Australian Grand Lodges joine(l in an address of con
gratulation to the Queen upon her Diamond Jubilee and it was fowarded to 
England by Grand :\Iaster WA Y. Upon his application, His Royal Highness 
the Prince of Wales, undertook to present the address in person to the 
Queen, and at a great meeting of between seven and eight thousand masons 
in Victoria Hall, Judge WAY placed the joint address in the hands of the 

, Prince of Wales. A subsequent notice was given that it was most graciously 
received by her Majesty, and due acknowledgment made through the Right 
Honorable Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

Due acknowledgment W'lS made of the receipt of the invitation to be repre
sented at the Washington Centennial, and the following was adopted in 
relation to the Grand Lodge of Peru: 

"That whereas the Grand Lodge of Peru by its action in abolishing the 
use of the Bible upon the altar of its lodges, has deliberately severed the 
strongest link which bound it to Ancient Craft Freemasonry, therefore it 
is-

"Resolved, That all recognition heretofore accorded to, and all inter
course with the Grand Lodge of Peru be and is hereby withdrawn and 
forbidden, and the Commission heretofore issued to Bro. Ignacio Acuna, as 
the Representative of the Grand Lodge of South Australia near the Grand 
Lodge of Peru, is hereby revoked. " 
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There had been disbursed in ~harity from the Benevolent Fund, during' 
the year, about--$ I ,900, and the permanent fund had been increased to 

nearly $6,000. 

The number of members was reported as 2,382 as against 2,266 the year 
hefore. There had been 142 initiations; 75 admissions; 31 re-instal,ements ; 
128 resignations; 17 suspensions; 23 deaths; and 49 had bee n erased from 
the rolls. Every longe' save two in the jurisdiction had done work during 
the year. 

There was no Report on Correspondence, but we hope that the exaillpl e 
of the Grand Lodge of New South Wales will be followed by all of the 

Australian lodges, for we think it manifests upon reading the reports made 
to that Grand Lodge, that the information given to the Craft in relation to 
masonic proceedings elsewhere, will be of great advantage, and will have a 
great influence in securing uniformity in masonic polity throughout the 
world. 

VICTOR.IA, 1898. 

This Grand Lodge meeets quarterly, besides holding a "Grand Anni
versary F eRtival Meeting" for the in~tallat ion of the Grand Officers which 
are elected at the March commnnication. 

At that meeting the Board of Benevolence reported that Rixty-four appli

cations for aid had been refused and one hundred and fifty-seven granted, to 
_ the extent of some $<1,21)0; adding to this the amount paid under specia l 

votes of the Grand Lodge, the nisbursements of this Board had been over 
$5,000. 

The edicts of the Grand Masters of Maine and New York ,in re Peru were 
presented; but in the absence of all other information upon the suhject, no 
action was taken at that meeting. 

The lodges number up to 180; four had" amalgamated" ; four were ex
tinct; and one was" in abeyance." 

Motions were made to give money from the Benevolent Fund to various 
charitable institutions, but is was decided that that fund is held for the sole 
purpose of aiding individual bI'ethren, their widows and orphans. As we 
understand it, in all the Australian jurisdictions the lodges rarely, or nevel', 

disburse money in charity, but make contributions to the Benevolent :Fund, 
and disbursements are mane by the Board, which in Victoria met twice a 
month during the year. What course is taken when immediate re lief is 
necessary, we do not know. 

On December 31,1897, the number of members was 7, 548 as against 
7,6i7 the year before; the resignations had been 817, the exclusions 208, 
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and the deaths 87. The gains are not given, so that we cannot judgP how 
many of the resignations and exclusions are of a permanent character; we 
believe that non-payment of dues is followed in all ca~es hy exclusion, what
ever the cause of the non-payment. The payments by lodges during the 
quarter ending March 16, 1898, were about $2,100 to the Genflral Fund, and 
about $2,800 to the Benevolent Fund. This is about three dollars per capita, 
for a year. 

The Grand Master elect was not present to be installed, and the acting 
Grand Master tiled a protest, claiming that he could not be installed in his 
absence: but the Grand Lodge, following the precedents of the Mother Grand 
Lodge and its own, rlecided against the protest, and the Deputy Grand 
Master took the throne and the Grand Director of Ceremonies made the 
usual proclamation of installation. We think that it is not customary to ad
minister any installation obligation in the case of the Grand Master, while 
the other Grand Officers are obligated. 

Of the Washington Centennial Anniversary the Grand Master said: 

"It is of course somewhat early to make any definite arrangements, and 
it might be well to communicate with the other Grand Lodges in the colonies, 
which have doubtless rtceived a similar invitation, with a view of ascertain
ing their sentiments on the matter. If a separate representative cannot be 
sent from each Grand Lodge, it might be practicable to obtain the services 
of some distinguished brother to represent all the Grand Lodges in Aus
tralia. The gathermg promises to be one of the greatest in the history of 
the craft, and I personally should like to see our Grand Lodge repre
sented " 

Considerable discussion arose in relation to a reported revision of the 
Constitution and questions arising under the old Constitution, but the whole 
matter went over to the first Quarterly, when the revision would come up 
for final action. 

These Proceedings are published in one volume, but they are paged sep
arately: of course, if they were paged consecutively, they would be mu.::h 
more convenient for reference. 
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A 
A 

We give our usual table. 

GRANO 
LODGI!:S. 

lahama, . .. . ... • .. ..... 
rizona t • •• e o •• •••• • •• 0" 

\rkansas ... .... . ........ 
British Columbia, . ..... . . 
C 

C 
C 

a lifornia, .. .......... .... 
Cana,la, ........... . ... ... 

olorado, .. ... .. .•. . ..... 
onnecticut, .. ... ..... ... 

Dela.ware , ........... .. .. 
Dist. ,of Columbia, . ... ... 
),'lori,la, . .......... . .... 
G eOl'gia, ... .. . 0, • •••••• " 

l,laho, . .... .... ......... 
Illinois , ..................... 
Indiana, ....... ... ....• .. 
II dian Territory, . . . ... . 
o\va .•.. ... . ..•. .. .. . . ..• . 

Kansas, . ... . . ... .. •.. 
Kentucky, ..... ...... .. .... 
Louisia.na., ..... . .. . .... . . .. 
M,tine, . ....... .. .. . .... . 
Manitoba, ............... 
Maryland, .... .... .. . . ... .. 
Massachusetts, .. .. .. ..... 
Michigan, . .... . ... .. .. . 
Minnesota, .. . . .. ... .. . . 
Mississippi, . .. . ... .. ... .. 
Missouri, ...•.....• 
Montana, .. ... ... ....... . 
Nebraska, ... , ..... 
Nevada, ...... .. ........ .. 
New l3l'Unswick, . . . '" .. . 
New Hampshi re, . . . ' " .. . 

ew J ersey, ....... ... ... N 
N 
N 

ew Mexico, ... ......... 
ew york, .......... . . . .. 

North Carolina, .. .. ... ... 
N orLh Dakota, . ...... . ... 
Nova Scotia, . ...... ' " ... 
Ohio, ... .. . ... ... ....... 
o 

P 
I 

klahoma, . ... . 
Oregon, . ... . .. . . .. ... . 

ennsyl vania, . ..• .. 
> . E. I sland, ......... .. .. 

Qllebec, . ...... . ... . . .. ,. 
Rhode Island, .. ..•....... 

outh Carolina, ..... ... " 
outh Dakot:1.,. .. ..... . 

S 
S 
T ennessee, .... .. .. ..... . 

STATiSTICS. 

z! "d .,,; 
" " .,,; ~"d f .0 

~ 
.... - 0 s ... s .. ~ 

" "d gj 
~ ~ <!j ~ 

11,345 6li 697 
701 68 6[) 

12,522 ()40 461 
1 ,3:~9 118 64 

19,542 1,:H4 644 
23,996 l.282 5:H 

7,605 371 3::;(; 
17,2:{2 673 122 
2,176 86 13 
5,298 253 134 
4, 187 251 300 

18,611 1,071 ... .. 
1,240 75 57 

54,080 2,762 1,Hi5 
29,954 1,580 784 

3,450 3U1 290 
27,907 1,3M 730 
19,888 1,0:n 710 
18,402 1,188 8:32 
5,415 323 122 

22, Hi5 702 16;'> 
2,609 192 86 
7,784 42() lUi 

39,3:34 1,858 310 
4l1,:-I87 1,941 597 
15,908 741 36 1 
8,718 550 3 71 

3 1,060 1,7:36 1,196 
~,850 181 9 1 

11,775 525 386 
837 30 32 

1,757 8<l 20 
9,2:!4 .. .... 40t 

16,970 974 260 
881 5:-1 40 

!l5,480 5,681 2,286 
9,842 677 273 
2,871 2tO 87 
3,383 171:1 8~ 

42,848 2,418 1,473 
1,450 120 126 
4,946 229 148 

52,060 2,4G2 4()tl 
525 1 ~ 11 

3,6!:{ 213 711 
5,HH 28() 11 
5,840 336 ... .. . 
4,460 242 150 

17,:<!48 679 63:{ 

~ 
.,,; 

.,,; " ~ " ~ "d ;;; Q; ,;l 
'" ~ 

~ " " ~ rn 

442 9 20 
:W 0 0 

470 17 24 
60 0 0 

443 9 . .... 
574 0 7 
HH (l . .. 
68 :3 I 
14 3. . .. 
()7 0 0 

225 ~ ..... 
...... . ... . .. .. . 

25 I .. . .. 
1,225 14 . .... 

5 49 30 1:3 
:l ;~4 UI 9 
641 10 n 
791 10 . ... 
6tH 2G ... .. 
1~0 2 .. ... 
200 2 I 
114 0 0 
135 5 2 
357 1 0 
6ti;j 1:3 .... . 
4:-13 3 9 
239 H !l 
8 1:-1 38 22 

8U 0 I 
317 .8 ....• 

20 I ..... 
5 1 0 .... . 
72 u 2 

180 4 0 
;!6 4 I 

OOf; Hl 0 
1!)2 5 67 
110 1 0 
8!l 0 0 

654 12 15 
56 1 ..... 
8:i 2 3 

267 ... . .... 
l:l 0 0 
71 0 I 
18 0 1 

184 . . ... .. .. 
160 2 0 
GU 16 18 

...;;; 
£2 ,,; 
"d ;.," . ",,, 
~ 7-:= 
,,~- <ii 

rI1 g 0 i5 

502 23G 
1:< 7 

480 2[,4 
24 18 

aOli 3!Jli 
(i30 254 

*W4 82 
22:~ 172 

*0 27 
80 84 

*150 81 
. . ... . . ... 

*<lM 15 
*1,'14 1 7\\) 

6011 426 
60 48 

6H 3;;2 
*486 245 

*1,104 308 
*189 126 

28(i 410 
8tl :lo 
8!1 114 

362 58 1 
*461 5(;9 

265 2 18 
!H5 2:l2 
901 450 

78 22 
*428 I ;~\J 

* 18 18 
*5:; 30 

47 170 
349 275 

25 9 
3,194 1,536 

221 142 
4(; 25 
61 41 

1,440 fH6 
*50 9 
118 60 

t764 8ill 
7 6 

105 34 
40 01 

1i5 144 
57 37 

486 3tj5 



Correspondence-Proceedz'ngs R evz'ewed. 58 I 

GltANO LODGER. 1\1. I H. llR. I w. I E . I s. I '~·I~.OJI D. 

Texas, ...... . 
Vta il , ....... . !:S07 30 38 18 0 0 HI 10 

~7, 718 1,::~;-l3 1 1 ,4:.!2 1,4841 49 47 0241 459 

9.886 3,7 41 1:J0 3. .. . *06 166 
12,904 .... .. 87 ;l06

1 

6 8 289 249 
Vermont,. .. ... . . . ... 
Viq.dnia, .. . .... '" . 

4,6:33 2511 1\)5 159 4 H 273 66 Wa silin gton, .. .. . 
West Virginia, .. ..... . . 6251 4:W 17!J 144 5 5 125 144 

17:226 !:SO:.! 350 il l7 i ,. 34 2!:S7 258 

I 
1)85 1 57 331 ;):J ~ 31 0 28 6 

!:s27,i40 40,1 31120,667 16,647;- 383 3321!),34~ It,4U3 

Wisconsin ...... . 
Wy omin g, .... . 

Total, ... . ... . 

'* I nci uding sli spension s for unmasonic conduct. 

1 Inc/uding expulsions. 

COMPARISON OF STATISTICS. 

G. Lodges. Totals. G. Lodges. Total s. G. Lodges. Totals. 
1897. 

Members, 

Raised, 

AdUlissioJls, &c., 

Di1l1issions, 

Expulsions, 
Suspensions, 

npt dues, 

Deaths, 

1899. 1899. 1898. 1898. 1897. 

57 .... 827,740 .. .. .. 57 .... 817,009 ...... 57 ... . 804,706 

55 .. .. .40,131 . ..... 57 . . .. .42,337 . . .... 55 ... . .43,721 
56 . ... . 20,667 .. . ... 55... .20,013.; .... 55 ..... 22,574 

5u ... .. 16,647 ...... 56 ..... 16,203 .. .... 56 . ... . 17,1)16 
55 ..... .,383 . . ... M . .. .. . .. 471. . .... 54 ........ 478 

a8 . . . ..... 332 . ... . . 37 ... . . . .. 329 . . .... 36 ........ 3!:S3 

56 ..... 19,342 .. . .. . 56 . . .. . 19,406 .. .... 56 ... . . 18,700 

56 ..... 12,493 . .. . .. 57 .... . 12,678 ...... 56 .. . .. 12,062 

PROCEEDINGS REVIEWED. 

The followi ng Table gives tbe Proceedings reviewed, the date and length 

of the annual communication, and the page of these Proceed ings upon which 

the review of each commences, 

Grand Lodge. 

Alabama, 

Arizona, 

Arkansas, 

British Columbia, 

Califol'llia, 

Canada, 

Colorado, 
Connecticut, 

Delaware, 

. Date and Length of Annual Communication. 

December Il and 7, 1898, 

November 15 to 17, 1898, 

November 15 and 16, 1898, 

June 23 and 24, 1898, 

October 11 to 15, 1898, 
July 20 and 21, 1898, 
September 21 and 22, 1898, 

JrLlluary 18 and 19, 1899, 

October I) and 6, 1898, 

Page. 

562 

566 

313 
317 

322 
332 
337 
330 

342 
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District of Columbia, 
.Florida, 
Georgia, 
Ictaho, 
Illinoi~, 

Indiana, 
Indian Territory, 
Iowa, 
Kansas, 
Kentucky , 
Lonisiana, 
Manitoba, 
Maryland, 

Massachusetts, 
Michigan, 
Minnesota, 
Mississippi, 
Missouri, 
Montana, 
Nebraska, 
Nevada, 
New Brullswick, 
New Hampshire, 
New Jersey, 
New Mexico, 
New York, 
North Carolina, 
North Dakota, 
Nova Scotia, 
Ohio, 
Oklahoma, 
Oregon, 
Pennsylvania, 
l'rince Edward Islallll, 
Quebec, 
Uhode Island, 
South Carolina, 
South Dakota, 
Tennessee, 
Texas, 
Utah, 
Vermont, 

November &, 1808 , 
January 17 to 10, 1890, 

October 25 to 27, IS9S, 

Septem bel' 13 to 15, 1808, 
October 4 to 6, IS98, 

May 24 and 25, IS08, 

August 9 and 10, 1898, 

June 7 to 0, IS98, 
F ebruary 15 and lG, 1800, 

October 18 to 20, 1898, 

February 13 to 15, 1800, 
June 8 and 0, 1898, 

November 15 and 16,1808, 

December 27, 1898, 

January 24 and 25, IS00, 

January 11 and 12, 1899, 

February 8 anct 9, 1890, 

October 18 to 20, 1808, 
Sept. 14 and 15, 1898, 

June 5 to 17, 1898, 

June 14 and 15, 1808, 
August 23 and 24, IS08, 
May 18, 189S, 

January 25 and 26, 1890, 

December 3 and 4, 1898, 

June 7 to 9, 1898, 

January 10 to 12, 1890, 

.June 21 aud 22, 1808, 

June 8 amI 9, 1898, 

October 19 and 20, 1808, 

February 18 and 1!l, 1808, 

June, 15 to 17,1898, 

December 27, IS08, 
June 24, 1898, 

January 25, 1899, 
May 16, 1898, 

December 13 anct 14, 1808, 
June 14 and 15, 1898, 

January 25 to 27, IS99, 

December 6 to 8, 18D8, 

January 17 and 18, 18D9, 
June 15 and 16, 1808, 

567 
346 

340 

358 

367 

871 

384 
3SD 

3D3 
3D4 
399 

403 

406 

412 
415 

422 
427 

434 

437 

438 

439 

444 

450 

454 

460 

402 

405 

467 
476 
477 
481 
496 

498 

501 

504 
508 
512 

5 18 

52 1 

525 
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Virginia, 
Washington, 
West Virginia, 
Wiser nsin, 
Wyoming, 
Euglaud, 
New South Wales, 
New Zealand, 
South Australia, 

December 6 to 8, 1898, 
June 14 to 16, 1898, 
November 15, 1898, 
,June 14 to HJ, ·1898, 
September 14, 1808, 

Victoria, March ltl, 1898, 
Grand Lodge Sovereignty, 

CONCLUSION . 

627 
538 

640 
561 
567 
5ti!! 

5i3 
575 
577 
578 
2!!7 

We regret that the absence of the writer for a month after the se~sion of 
the Grand Lodge on a vacation, made necessary by an at.Lack of the grip, 
has delayed the completion of this report. There is a personal consolation, 
however, in the fact t~at the absence was so beneficial, that it is very 
probable that he has done more work since his return than he would have 
accomplished during his vacation and the time since, if be had not gone 
away. 

Again, our report is longer than we had intended: but the action of the 
Grand Lodges of Peru and Washington bas made it necessary to give "line 
upon line and precept upon precept" to prevent a threatened departure 
from the old ways and the abandonment of fundamental principles which 
have made our Institution what it is, and which are as necessary for its 
existence in tho future as it bas been in the past. 

We recognize with almost devout thanks the kind expressions of our 
bretlmm, and if we have gone beyond masonic courtesy in any instance, we 
trust it will be attributed to our intense conviction, emphasized by a habit 
of over forty years, that the interests of Freemasonry must be the paramount 
rule in every discussion, in which they are involved, and especially when 
her very existence is attacked, even if the attack is without malice, and the 
result of zeal without knowledge. 

But we congratulate the craft everywhere that the events of Lhe past year 
have tended to bring out more sharply the distinction between Masonry and 
other or~anizatious, and to impress more deeply upon the minds of all, the 
necessity of standing lirmly by the ancient usages; t>O that out of temporary 
evil permanent good has come. So mote it be! 

Fraternally submitted, 

JOSIAH H. DRU~IMOND,} 
EDWARD P. BURNHAM, Committee. 
ALBRO E. CHASE1 




