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336 Correspondmce-IndialZ Territory. 

"The present masonic use of the Jiiame is llltaningiess if there be any de
parture f rom the homage which the principles of Masonry inculcates, and 
the use of the Great Light is an emphatic declaration that Masonry recogni
zes right.eousnes~ as the source of its power and the assurallce of its contin
uance a nd prosperity, and that the protection uf the Most High is given ill 
answer to the prayer of faith, which itself i~ consequellt upon a high ideal 
of the nivine Nature." 

Th e Law Committee seems to have duplicated their report on two of the 

decisions and we find a second one in relatioll to objection by a nOlHtffi liale: 

but we let the one, which we have copied, stand as the better of the two. 

A proposition to make Past Masters members of the Grand Lodge was re

rejected: but the vote was reconsidered, the proposition amended by provid

ing that they shall have no-pay, and then adopted almost unanimously. 

The following incirlent occurred in connection with the installation: 

"Grand Master Murrow, 011 assuming the Grand East, stated that for 
nearly forty years he had been a missionary among the Indians. That hav
ing labored for tllis race with all his powers, he naturally loved the Indian 
people. That ever since the Grand Lodge was organized he had longed to see 
some man with Indian blood predominating qualify himself for the position 
of Grand Mastei·. That his hopes were now realized, and that it was a great 
pleasure to him to install into the office of Grand Master of Masons of Indian 
Territory an Indian by blood and especially so good a man as Grand Master 
Armstrong !" 

The Grand Treasllrer created a sensation by a statement showing that 

the expenses for the past year had exceeded the receipts, and at the rate the 

Grand Lodge was going on, it would soon be bankrupt, and might be dur

ing the current year. The mileage and per diem expense had increased 
;:;500; and there was no limit to the expense which the Grand Lecturer and 

his assistants might incur. The matter was referred to a committee with 

power to fix the sum to be expended for the dissemination of the work. 
The lleport on Correspondence (134 pp.) was presented by Bro. LEO 

EDMOND nJ~NNETT. 

He pays a deserved tribute to his predecessur, Bro. JOSEPH SA M UEL M[;)(

IWW, who for eighteen years has prepared reports creditable alike to him 

and to his Grand Lodge. 

He says: 

" Masonic relief, as outlined in the 'vVisconsin propositioll which met your 
disfavor last year, is being thoroughly discussed alld generally rejecter!. I 
see no reason to ad vise you to again take up the subject." 

We find his views on the doctrine of" Perpetual Jurisdiction ," thus stated: 

" Considerable feeling seems to have arisen between the Indiana and Pelln· 
syl vania Grand Masters, growing out of I'ennsyl vania's adherence to the doc
trine of perpetual jurisdiction, and the issuance of a circular letter by the 
Grand Mastel' of Pennsylvania which was taken by the Grand Master of 
Indiana as a gross insult and without any excuse 01' palliation whatever. 
Uur Grand Lodge lllust necessarily sympathize with Indialla in this contro-
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Grand Lodge of Maine. 

Seventy=seventh Annual Communication. 

MASONIC HALL PORTLAND, } 

Tuesday, May 5, 1896. 
As obligated by its Constitution, the Most Wor

shipful Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted 
Masons of the State of Maine, met in Annual Com
munication in Corinthian Hall, at nine in the morn-
mg. 

GRANO OFFICE RS PRESENT . 

M.W. AUGUSTUS B. FARNHAM, . 

R. W. JOSgPH A. LOCKE, . 

WJNFmLD S. CHOATE, 
MOSES TAIT, 

MA RQUIS P. JUNG, 

t:>TEPHEN BERRY, 

CHARLES D. HMITH, 

W . MAHTYN SUMMERBELL, 
HUGH R. CHAPLIN, 

HORACE MITCHELL, 

JAMES E . PARSONS, 

GEO. O. MITCHELL, 

" 

" 

JACOB H. ~TEWAHT, 

EDWIN F. DAVIES, . 

ENOCH O. GlmENLEAF, 
WILUAM N. HOWE, 

CHARLES W. CROSBY, 
WILLIAM O. ]WX, . 

JAMES C. AYER, 

M. W. FRANK E. SLEEPER, 
W. GEO. E . HAYMOND, 

WALTEH S. SMITH, . 

WARlmN O. CARNEY, 
1 G. L. 

Grand Master; 

Deputy Graud Master; 

Seu ior G rand 'Varden; 
Junior Grand Warden; 

Grand Treasurer; 

Granil Secretary; 

Cor. Grand Secretary; 

Grand Chaplain; 

Marshal; 

Senior Deacon; 
Junior Deacon; 

Steward; 

Sword Bearer; 
,p Stand. Bearer; 

Pursuivant; 

" 
Lecturer; 

Organist; 
Tyler. 



2 Proceed£ngs 0/ the [May, 

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form, with 
prayer by the Grand Chaplain. 

The Grand Master ordered 'that all Master Masons, 
in good standing, be admitted as visitors during this 
Communication. 

On mQtion of R. W. Bro. JOSEPH A. LOCKE, 

Voted, To dispense with the reading of the records of the 
last annual communication, and that as printed they be confirmed. 

Voted, That the Grand Tyler be authorized to employ assist
ants, not exceeding three, to aid him in the work of his office 
during the session of the Grand Lodge, and that the Committee 
on Pay Roll be authorized to place the names of such em ployees 
upon the pay roll, and that they recei ve the usual pel' diem for 
their services. 

Voted, That an Assistant Grand Secretary be appointed for 
the communication. 

The Grand Master appointed Bro. ARTHUR H. 
BERRY as such assistant. 

TRANSPORTATION. 

Bro. STEPHEN BERRY submitted the following re
port, which was accepted: 

MASONIC HALL, PORTLAND, I 
Tuesday, May 5, 1896. f 

To the M. W. Grana Loage oj Maine. 

Your Committee on Transportation Illade favorable arrangements with 
railroad and steamboat lines, ar.d all delegates were duly notified thereof in 
the annual notices. 

Respectfully submitted, 

STEPHEN BEl~RY, } 

W. FREEMAN r.ORD, Committee. 
DAVID W. CAMPBELL, 

Bro. WILLIAM N. HOWE presented the report of the 
Committee on Credentials, as follows: 
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Your Committee 011 Credentials have attended to the duty assigned them, 
and ask leave to report that they find the lodges in this jurisdiction repre
sen ted as follows: 

POl'Uanti, by Charles E. Davis, M; Convers 1<:. Leach, SW; C. Fred . 
Berry" JW. 

2 Warren, by John II. Wooster, Proxy. 
3 ---Lincoln, not represented. 
4 Il ancock, by Edward F. Davies, Proxy. 
5 Kenneuec, by Joseph F. Bodwell, Proxy. 
6 Amity, by John T. Hobbins, Proxy. 
7 Eastern, by James I.. Brewster, M; Wheeler C. Hawkes, SW. 
8 United, by William H. Pierce, Proxy. 
9 Saco, by Fred B. Wiggin, JW; Joseph F. Chadbourne, Proxy. 

10 Rising Virtue, by Warren II. Knowles, SW. 
11 Pythagm'ean, by '\Tall ace R. Tarbox, Proxy. 
12 Oumberland, by .John W. Rideout, JW; Elbridge G. Robinson, Proxy. 
13 Oriental, by D. Engene Chaplin, Proxy. 
]4 Solar, by Walter S. Glidden, Proxy. 
15 Orient, by E. G. Weston, Proxy. 
Hi St George, by Edgar C. Crawford, SW; A. M. Wetherbee, Proxy. 
17 Ancient Lcmdmal'k, by Charles P. Costello, M; George H. Owen, SW; 

Wir,slow E. Howell, JW; Frank R. Redlon, Proxy. 
18 Oxjurd, by Merton L. Kimball, JW; Howard D. Smith, Proxy. 
19 Felicity, by William A. Remick, SW. 
20 Ma'ine; by Edward C. Merrill, M; George C. Purington, SW. 
21 Oriental Star, by Fred Raymond, Proxy. 
22 ---York, not represented. 
23 Freeport, by Winthrop C. Fogg, M; Freeman M. Grant, SW. 
24 Phcenix, by Wm. C. Libby, SW. 
25 Temple, by Levi E. Jones, M. 
26 Village, by Hobert W. Carr, M; Frank H. Purinton, SW; Wm. W. 

Brown, Proxy. 
27 Adoniram, by Frank M. Bradbury, Proxy. 
28 Nurthern Stm', by Wilbur C. Simmons, Proxy. 
29 Tranquil, by Frank L. Bartlett, M; James P. iIlltchinson, SW; Albert 

E. Verrill, JW; Elbridge G. Heath, Proxy. 
30 Blazing Star, by Joseph W. Simpson, M; Edwin P. Smith, SW; Cyrus 

P. Eaton, JW; Geo. D. Bisbee, Proxy 
31 Union, by Warren Hills, Proxy. 
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32 Hermon, by Arthur C. Brown, M; Thomas A. Jewett, SW; D. H. 
Sherman, Proxy. 

33 Waterville, by Martin F. Bartlett, M; Jcrome Pcavey, Proxy. 
34 Somerset, by Frank W. Allen, M. 
35 Bethlehem, by John G. Rowe, M; James E. Blanchard, Proxy. 
36 Casco, by David H. Benn~tt, JW'"; Lorenzo L. Slmw, Proxy. 
37 Washington, by Robert G. McBride, M; James B. Neaglc, Proxy. 
38 Harmony, by Henry R. Millett, Proxy. 
39 Penobscot, by Wm. C. E lder, M; Owen W. Bridges, Proxy. 
40 Lygonia, by Linwood H. Cushman, Proxy. 
41 1'Iorning Star , by Chapin Lydston, M. 
42 ---Freedom, not represented. 
4i"l Alna, by Lincoln H. Chapman, M. 
44 Piscataquis, by Frank E . Monroe, SW. 
45 Central, by John A. Woodsum, M; Charles 'N. Jones, Proxy. 
46 St. Croke, by E. Howard Vose, Proxy. 
47 Dunlctp, by Harold Kelly, M; Geo. F. Goodwin , Proxy. 
48 L afayette, by Frank A . Dow, M. 
49 Meridian Splendor, by Henry A. King, M; Austin 1. Harvey, Proxy. 
50 Am'om, by :Frank A. Peterson, M; Leonard H. Snow, S W; Asa P. St. 

Clair, JW. 
51 St. John's , by Chas. M. Sleeper, Proxy. 
52 Mosaic, by Allen P. Clark, M; Rob't J. Widdis, Proxy. 
53 Rural, by Nathan A. Benson, M. 
54 ---Vassalboro, not represented. 
55 Fraternal, by Lawton M. Sayward, M; John M. Akers, Proxy. 
56 Mount ~Moriah, by Elmore E. Swan, JW. 
57 King Hiram, by William M. Kidder, M. 
58 Unity , by Edwin H . Littlefield, Proxy. 
59 Mount Hope,-Chal·te'1' sU1Tendered, 1879. 

60 Star in the East, by George H. Richardson, M. 
61 King Solomon's , by Frank W. Achorn, M; Webster Hazlewood, Proxy. 
62 King Dav'id's, by Nathan D. Ross, M. 
63 Richmond, by George B. J enkins, M. 
64 Pac'ijic, by Cummings A. :Fawcette, Proxy. 
65 Mystic, by C. Fremont Cowan, Proxy. 
66 Mechanics', by Andrew M. Shaw, M. 
67 Blue ~ltfounta'in , by Fremont E. Timberlake, Proxy. 
68 Mariners', by James E. Wentworth, M. 
69 H oward, by Howard Grant, Proxy. 
70 ---Standish, not represented. 
71 Rising Sun, by Frank E. Cotton, M. 
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72 Pioneer, by Sanford C. Murpby, Proxy. 
73 Tyrian, by Fred E. Dwinal, M; James H. DeCoster, Proxy. 
74 Bristol, by Oscar S. Yates, M. 
75 Plymouth, by Frank H. Pickard, M. 
76 A1"Undel, by Reuel W. Norton, M. 
77 Tremont, by Cyrus H. Lurvey, Proxy. 
78 Crescent, by Stephen W. Smith, Proxy. 
79 Rockland, by Henry Jenkins, M; Jacob R. Stewart, Proxy. 
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80 Keystone, by Lyman C. Jewett, M; Cornelius A. Merrill, SW; Jonah 
G. Spaulding, Proxy. 

81 Atlantic, by Edwin G. Jackson, M; Fred H. York, SW; James E. 
Leighton, JW; Andrew M. I-Ieseltine, Proxy. 

82 St. Paul's, by Perez B. Cooper, Proxy. 
83 St. Anal'elO'R, by George M. Fletcher, M. 
84 ---Eureka, not represented. 
85 Star in the West, by Fred A. Whitten, M; George R. Mosher, JW. 
86 Temple, by Albert I-I. Bnrroughs, M; Oliver A. Cobb, Proxy. 
87 ---Benevolent, not represented. 
88 Narraglwglls, by David W. Campbell, M. 
89 Island, by Frank W. Sherman, M. 
90 Hiram Abij};-Clwrter l'evoked, 1868. 
91 Hanuood, by Daniel A. Curtis, Proxy. 
92 Siloam, by George G. Weeks, SW; Wm. F. Nutt, JW. 
03 H01'eb, by" Orrick H. Wakefield, Proxy. 
94 Paris, by A. C. Thomas King, Proxy. 
95 Corinthian, by Thomas A. Linn, M. 
'96 Monument, by Charles E. F. Stetson, Proxy. 
97 Bethel, by Eben S. Kilborn, M. 
98 KatalzcZin, by George F. Burleigh, Proxy. 
99 ---Vernon Vctlley, not represented. 

100 Jefferson, by James L. Bowker, SW. 
101 Nezinscot, by Will. B. Bradford, M. 
102 :Marsh River, by Laurent C. Jones, M. 
103 Dresden, by John S. Snow, Proxy. 
104 ---Dirigo, not represented. 
105 Ashlar, by Edward Stetson, M; Albert Ring, Proxy. 
106 Tuscan, by Ellery T. Sawyer, Proxy. 
107 ---Day Spring, not represented. 
108 Rel-ief,-Charter recalled, 1894-. 
109 Mount lnneo, by Albion W. Ellis, SW; Alexanller F. Edes, JW. 
110 Monmouth, by Horace S. · Bent, Proxy. 
111 Liberty, by Gustavus I-I. Cargill, Proxy. 
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112 Eastern Frontier, by Jobn M. Thurlow, JW. 
113 Messalonskee, by James H. Wetberell, M; Orestes E. Crowell, Proxy. 
114 Pola1· Star, by Frank D. Monroe, M; John W. Ballou, Proxy. 
115 Buxton, by John Berryman, Proxy. 
116 Lebanon, by Charles W. Farrand, Proxy. 
1]7 Greenleaf, by Harry B. Ayer, M. 
U8 ---Drummond, not represented. 
119 Pownal, by Albert M. Ames, M. 
120 lJfeduncook,-Charte'l" surrendered, 1884. 

121 Acacia, by Josiah L. Wright, M. 
122 Marine, by Cecil E. Wasgatt, SW; Elmer P. Spofford, Proxy. 
123 Franklin, by Robert Y. Swift, Proxy. 
124 Olive Bmnch, by Fred A. Thayer, S W. 
125 Meridian, by Ernest Maxfield, Proxy. 
126 Timothy Chase, by S. Augustus Parker, Proxy. 
127 P?·esumpscot, by Harrison R. Waterhouse, M. 
128 Eooenwggin, by Theodore A. Smith, M. 
129 Quantabacook, by Loima C. Poor, Proxy. 
l;~O Trin'ity, by Leon S. Howe, Proxy. 
lSI Lookout, by Silas E. Turner, M. 
132 lJfount Ti?·e'm, by George A. Miller, Proxy. 
133 Asylum, by Clare llce M. Stevens, M; William H. Brownson, Proxy. 

134 T?·ojan,-consolidrr,tetl with Sta?· in the W e8t Lodge, No. 85, in 1888. 

135 Riversic/e, by Thomas S. Bowden, M. 
136 lonic,-charter sU?Tenderec/ in 1882. 

137 K enduskeag, by 'Vall ace Patterson, M. 
138 L ewy's I s/emd, by John H. Hoar, Proxy. 
139 Archon, by C. Hale Thurlough, M. 
140 Mt. Dese?·t, by Melville L. Allen, M. 
141 Augusta, by George K Black, M; F. J. C. Little, Proxy. 
142 Ocean, by Lyman F. Getchell, M. 
143 Preble, by Sam Jagger, Proxy. 
144 Seaside, by Thaddeus L. Montgomery, SW; Lewis A. Dunton, JW; 

Willard T. Marr, Proxy. 
145 ~Moses Webster, by Fred A. Grindle, M; Winfield S. Carver, Proxy. 
146 Sebasticook, by John H. McGorrill, Proxy. 
147 ---Evening Star, not represented. 
148 Forest, by Pitt H .• Jones, Proxy. 
14!l Do?·ic, by Ambrose H. Ihrding, M; Albert W. Meserve, Proxy. 
150 Rabboni, by Fred. G. Payne, M; T. Lloyd Pratt, JW; Ed win K. Smith, 

Proxy. 
151 Excelsior, by Martin G. Black, M. 
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152 Crooked River. by Reuben H. Cobb, Proxy. 
153 Delta, by John A. Farrington, Proxy. 

154 Mystic Tie, by Abel D. Russell, Proxy. 

155 Ancient York, by .James A. Underwood, Proxy. 

156 Wilton, by Fred J. Ward, M. 
157 Cambridge, by J acob T. Brown, JW. 

158 ---Anchor, not represented. 
1[,9 Esoteric, by Curtis R. Foster, Proxy. 

160 Parian, by Lewis Hutchins, M. 

161 Carrabassett, by Frank Weymouth , M. 

162 ---Ar-ion, lIot r epresented. 

163 Pleasant Rive,', by George W . McCla in , M. 

164 Webster, by Edwin Woodside, M. 

165 Molunklls, by Isaac Cushman, M. 

166 Neguemlceag, by Orlando A. Tolman, Proxy. 

167 Whitney, by Herbert J . DeShon, Proxy. 

168 Composite, by Rodney Q. J"ancaster, lV!. 

169 Shepherd's River, by Frederick A. Thayer, Proxy. 

170 Caribou, by Charles G. Littlefield, Proxy. 
171 Naskeflg, by Eldorus H. Bridges, SW. 

172 Pine Tl'ee, by John E. Clark, M. 

173 Pleiades, by Elmer E. Sawyer. JW. 

174 Lynde, by Charles N. Patten, M. 

175 Bas1rahegan, by David C. Parker, M; Charles E. Berry, Proxy. 

176 Palestine,-consolidated with Dunlap, No. 47, ~ft{arch 19, 1895. 

177 R'ising Stm', by H osea B. Wardwell, SW. 
178 Ancient B"others', by Albert M. Penley, Proxy. 

179 Yorkshi"e, by J. -Wesley Webber, M. 
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180 Hiram, by J ohn A. S. Dyer, M; J ohn Melia, SW; Albert A. Cole, .JW; 
Stephen Scam man , Proxy. 

181 Beuel Washburn,- consolidated with Oriental Stm', No . 21, in 1892. 

182 Granite, by J e8Se C. f-lowe, M. 

183 Deering, by Isaac L. Elder, Mj Edward S. Waite, SW; Charles W . 
Blake, JW; :Francis K Chase, Proxy. 

184 Naval, by Ernest L. Chaney, M. 

185 BaI' Harbor, by Frank E. Whitmore, M; Benjamin ]0' . Hadley, Proxy. 
186 Warren Phillips, by Wingate C. Titcomb, M. 

187 Ira B erry, by Ithamer E. Stanley, Proxy. 

188 Jone.~port, by Nehemiah Guptill, M. 

189 Knox, by Milton E. Bassick. M. 
190 Springvale, by Frank H. Dexter, Proxy. 

191 Davis, by Charles B. Hichardson, JW. 
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192 Winter Hm'bOl', by B. Frank Sumner, Proxy. 
193 -Washburn, by Calvin D. Carter, M. 

194 Euclid, by Granville D. Perkins, M. 
195 Reliance, by Robert K. Knowlton, Proxy. 
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196 Bay View, by ]~dward Whitehouse, Mj Victor Montgomery, Proxy. 

197 Al'oostoolc, by Howard W. Safford, M. 
198 St. Aspinquid, by Wilson. L. Hawkes, M. 

199 - - -Bingham, not represented. 

Number of chartered lodges, 1!)1 j represented, 176 j delegates, 242 j repre

sented by proxy on ly, 60. 

Your comm ittee further find that the following Permanent Members of 

J the Grand Lodge are present, namely: 

M.'V. HIlUM CIIASE, 

" 

" 

JOSIAH I-I. DRUMMOND, 

EDWARD P. BURNIIAM, 

CII AI! LES I. Cor~r~A MORE, 

MAHQt;I S F. KING, 

WlLLLHI R. G. )<;ST"S, 

FESSENDEN I. DAY, 

l?HANH: E. SI ... EEPE.B, 

ALHHO E. CIIASE, 

HENRY R. TAYLOR, 

HOllACI<: H. BURBANK, 

H.'V. 'l'IIADDlWS R. SIMONTON, -

SUAINER J. C IIADUOURNE, 

ARLINGTON B. MAHSTON, 

JOSIlPH M. I-IA " ES, 

LEANDER IVL KENNISTON, 

MANr~Y G. THASK 

" 
GEORGE R. S HAW, 

JOSEPII A. LOCKE, 

I-IERllEllT HARl!lS, 

JOliN W. BALLOU, 

A. M. WETlmRBEE, 

EDWIN HOWAHD VOSE, 

AHcJ[lI~ LEE TALBOT, 

AUGUSTUS BAILEY, 

EDMUND B. MALLET, JR., 

SAMUEr~ L. MILLIm, 

How All 0 D. S~lI'I'H, -

P. G. M. 

" 
" 

" 

P. S. G. W. 

" 

" 

P. J. G.W. 

" 

" 
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W. WM . FREEMAN LOIW, -

GUSTAYUS I-T. CARGILL, 

And Grand Officers as follows: 

M. W. AUG. B. :F ARN HAM, 

R. W. Jos.W I[ A. LOCK.~ , 

W INFIELD S. CHOATE, 

MOSES TAI'I', 

" 

" 

" 

MARQUI S F. KINf:, 

STEPHEN BERR\-, 

CHARLES D . S~f1TH, 

ALFIlED D. SAWYER, 

WALTER F. BRADISH, 

HARVEY P. HINC KLIl\-, 

EDWIN M. JOHNSTON, 

DANIEL W . MAXFIELD, 

EDWIN A. PORTER, 

ROD E L A. PACKARD, 

FRKD'K M. RI C HARDS, 

CHARI.ES C. H UNT, 

FRANKLIN WALKER, 

FRANC IS H. VVI NG, 

NE\\'I<:LT. P. NOBLE, 

GEORGE W. H OL ME S, 

H E RB ERT N . MAXI' I>~ Lf), 

I SAAC N. H URD, 

MARTIN L. PORTER, 

FIlEELAND I{. BUNKER, 

HENR\- S. THORNE, 

HOLLIS E. D~~NNEN, 

W. & Rev. MARTYN SUMMEIUH~ LT., -

W. HUGH R. CI/APLIN, 

" 

" 
" 

" 

HORACE MIl'CHELL, 

JAME S E. PAHSONS, 

GEORGE O. MITCIU;LL, 

JACO B R. STEWART, 

EDWIN F. DAYH~S, 
ENOCH O. GREENLEAF, 

WILLTA~[ N. HOWE, 

CUAHLES W. CROSIl\-, 

WILLIAM O. Fox, 

JAMES C. ATEH, 

P.J. G.W. 

Grand Master. 
Deputy Grand Master. 
Senior Grand Warden. 
Junior Grand Warrlen. 
Grand Treasurer. 
Grand S()cretary. 
Cor. Grand Secretary. 
D . D. G. M. 1st District. 

" 

" 

2d 
4th 
5th 
6th 
7th 
8th 
9th 

11th 
12th 
13th 
15th 
16th 
17th 
19th 
20th 
21st 
22d 
24th 

Grand Chaplain. 
Marshal. 
Senior Deacon. 
Junior Deacon. 
Steward. 

" 
" Sw~rd Bearer. 
" Standard" 
" Pursuivant. 
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M. W. FRANK E. SLEEPER, 

W. GEORGE E. RAY~IOND, 
WALTER S. SMITH, 

" WARREN O. CARNEY, 

- Grand Lecturer. 

" 

" 
Organist. 

Tyler. 

Your committee further r eport that Grand R epresentatives from other 

Graild Lodges are present, as follows: 

Alabama--JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND. 

Arizona--A UG USTUS BAI LE Y. 

Arkansas-JoHN W. l~ALLOU. 

British Columbia-

THADDEUS R. SIMONTON. 

California- HENRY R . TAYLOR. 

Canada--SUlINER J. C HADBOURNE . 

Colorado- FRANK E. SLEEPER. 

Cuba-Eo HOWARD YOSE. 

Mississippi-CIIA s. 1. Cor~LAMORE . 

Montana-ARLINGTON B . MAUSTON. 

Nebraska-EDwARD P. BURNHAM. 

Nevada-LEAND~; R M. KENNI STON. 

New H ampshirc-

HOWARD D. S~II'1'H. 

New Jersey-J os IAH H. DRUM~IONl). 

New Mexico- MANLY G. TRA SI{ . 

New York- MAHQUIS F. KING. 

Delaware- AUGUSTUS B. FAIlKHAM. New Zealand--HERBERT HARRIS. 

District of Columbia- North Carolina-

STEPHEN BERRY. 

Florida--JoslAlI H. DRUMMOND. 

Georgia--

Idaho-ALBRO E. CHASE. 

Illinois-JoSEPH A. LOCKE. 

Indian Terr. -JOSEPH M. HA YES. 
Kansas-ARCHI E LEE TALBOT. 

Louisiana-Jos IAH H. DRUMMOND. 

Manitoba-A. M. WETHERBEE. 

Maryland-SAMUEL L. MILLER. 

Michigan-FESSENDEN I. DAY. 

WILLIAM R. G. E STES. 

Nova Scotia--JosIAH H. DRUMMOND. 

Ohio_WILLIAM J. BURNHAM. 

Oregon-MARQU IS F. KING. 

Peru- ARCHIE LEE TALBOT. 

Quebec-JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND. 
Rhode I sland-I-IoRACE H. B UIl BANK. 

T exas-Jos IAH H. DllUMMOND. 

Utah-H IlIAM CHASE. 

Vermont-GEOI!GE R. ~I·I A\\,. 

'Visconsin-EDMUND B. MALLET, JR. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WILLIAM N . HOWE,} 
BENJ. L. HA])Ll~Y, Committee. 
CHARLES E. SNOW, 

Which report was accepted. 

The books and papers of Mount Bigelow Lodge, 
u. D., were presented, and were referred to the Com
mittee on Dispensations and Charters. 

The Grand Master appointed the following 
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STANDIN G COMMITTEES. 

On Doings oj the Grand 0ffiCe1·s. 
FRANK E. SLEEPEll, VVILLfAM R. G. ESTES, HENRY R. TAYLOll. 

On the Pay Roll. 
LJ::ANDER M. KE NN ISTON, HlltAM W. POTTER, ALBERT M. AMES. 

On Unfinished Business. 
JOSEI'II M. HA l'ES , AllC HIE LEE TALBOT, A . C. T. KING . 

The Grand Master then delivered his 

ANNUAL ADDRESS. 

Brethren of the Gmnd Lodge : 

Through the interposition of the ail bounteous Author of 

Nature, the Supreme and ever living God, we are again per
mitted to assemble on this uur seventy-seventh annual com
munication. I des ire to extend to every member of this Grand 

Lodge a most cordial greeting', and to congratulate you all upon 
the fact that the f r'atel'l1ity in this jurisdiction is in a most 

prosperous condition . Harmony prevails within our borders, 
and Ollr relations with our sister Grand Louges are of a most 
cordial and friendly natu re. While we a re permitted to grasp 
each other by the hand, and once more to look into each other's 
faces, let us not forget to remember those who have finished 
the journey of I i fe, and have passed beyond the portals of the 
grave into the celestial abode above, where we trust the greet
ing "Well done good and faithful servant," may have been ex

tended to them. Let us remember that every good gift and 
every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the 
Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow 
of turning, and that" Every noble life leaves the fibre of it in
terwoven forever in the work of the world. " 

"To live well is truer good fortune than to live long." 

"They glide in the wonderful silence of death, 
With faces snow-white, to the west, 

And lily hands k issed by the spice-laden breath 
That strays from the sweet land of rest; 
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'fhey hced not a moan from the gray, misty vale, 
They heed not a beckoning hand, 

But sweetly they sleep in the barges a-sail 
For the beautiful, rest-filled land." 

At our last annual communication a vote of condolence was 
sent to M. W. Bro. DAVID CARGTLL for the illness that pre

vented his attendancp., not, however, anticipating that his sick
ness was to be fatal; but a month later, on the morning of June 
13th, his sumlllons came, and we mourn the loss of another Past 
Grand Mastel'. Bro. Cargill was born in Jefferson, Me., Sep

tember 18, 1818. He was buried from the Baptist Church , of 
which denomination he had long been a prominent member, the 
masonic services being conducted by Oriental Star Lodge. Bro. 
Cargill was made a mason in Kennebec Lodge at Hallowell, 
May 12, 1858. It is evident that at this date there was no 
lodge in Winthrop. Temple Lodge, No. 25, was chartered in 

1817, but had not rallied from the 'effects of anti-masonic fury. 
Nothing had been heard directly from this lodge in Grand 
Lodge since 1832. In 1849, a District Deputy reported that the 
charter was lost. In 1857, the District Deputy reported that he 

had been informed by a former member of the lodge that tlt e 
property of Temple Lodge had been sold and the proceeds dis
tributed in charity, and in 1858 the Grand Lodge voted that 
the charter be annulled, and the name of said lodge be stricken 
from the roll. Its name had been given to another lodge two 
years before. It would almost appeal' that Bro. Cargill's object 
in becoming a mason was to restore the broken wall, for at the 
first session of the Grand Lodge after his making, Grand 

Master Hiram Chase reported that he had granted a dispensa
tion on petition of David Cargill and others for a lodge at 
Winthrop, and recommended that, as the lost charter had been 
found, it should be given to these petitioners. Bro. Cargill was 
present in Grand Lodge in 1859, as Master of Temple Lodge, 
u. D., in 1860 as Master, in 1861 as proxy, in 1862, 1863, 1864 
and 1865 as District Deputy, and as proxy again in 1866, at 
which communication he was elected Junior Grand Warden. 
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He was promoted in regular order, and elected Grand Master ill 

1872, which office he helll three years. His reports show a 
careful attention to the duties of his office, amI a strong des ire 
to promote peace and harmony. Bro. Cargill ever manifested 

the strongest devotion to Masonry; but twice (and then on ac
cOllnt of illnes~) has he been absent from the annual 00mmuni
cation of this Grand Lodge since he was made a mason. He 

was a member of 
presided in each. 

of the 32d degree. 

ehapter, council and commandery, and had 
He was also a member of the A. and A Rite 

His hearty greetings and kindly presence 

will not be soon forgotten. 
Ivory H. Robinson, Principal of Washington Academy, died 

at East Machias, of typhoid fever, November 4th, at the age of 

thirty-six years, leaving a wife and two children. He was born 
in Augusta, March 3, 1859, graduated at Bowdoin College in 
1887, and was a member of the Deta Kappa Epsilon Society. 

He was appointed principal ~ Washington Academy in 1887, 
the year of his graduation, and sllCcessfully conducted it until 
his death . H e was raised in Warren Lodge, August 2, 1887, 

was Master in 1892, 1893 and a part of 1894, when he was ap
pointed District Deputy Grand Master of the Third Masonic 
District. He was High Priest of Wan'en Chapter at the time 

of his death, having been a charter member and the first Scribe 
under the charter. He was also a member of St. Elmo Com
mandery. at Machias, and was an enthusiastIc and valued mem
ber of the Congregational Church. 

We are called each year to mourn with our sistflr Grand 
Lodges for the honored dead: 

Flo1·ida. - Albert J. Russell, Past Grand Ma~ter of the Grand 
Lodge of Florida, died ,Tanuary 17, 1896. H e was Grand Master 
of Florida in 1873, 1874, 1875; Grand Secretary in 1893, 1894, 
1895. He died thrf~e days before the annual meeting of his 
Grand Lodge and was buried by the Most Worshipful Grand 
Lodge with appropriate ceremonies. He was one of the brightest 
lights of the jurisdiction. 

Nevada.-Most W orshi pful John Clark Hazlett, Grand Master 
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of Nevada, died at his home in Dayton, Neva<1a, October 3, 
1895. Bro. Hazlett was born at Scranton, Pa., May 19, 1828. 
H e emIgrated to Virginia in early life and graduated from the 

Medical College at Manchester, in that state, where he prac
ticed his profession for a period of ten years. In 1862, he went 
from Iowa to Nevada and settled in Dayton, where he resided 
until his death. H e was buried in Dayton, Nevada, October 6, 
1895, under the auspices of the Most Worshipful Grand IJodge, 
DeWitt Clinton Commandery, No.1, Knights 'femplar, assist

ing and acting as escort. 

N ell' Y01·k.- John Hodge, P ast Grand Maste r of New York, 
died suddenly at Lockport, N. Y., August 7th, aged fifty-eight. 
H e was a leading citiulll of Lockport iLlld interested in all benev
olent enterprises. 

North Cal'olina.-Geol'ge M. Blount, Past Grand Maste r and 
})ast Graud High Priest of Nvrth Carolina, died at Wilson, No· 
vember 29th. 

Oregon.-Stephen Fowler Chadwick, Grand Secretary of the 

Grand Lodge of Oregon, died suddenly of apoplexy at his home 
in Salem, January 15th, aged sixty-nine yea rs. He was a native 
of Connecticut, stu<1ied law in New York State, went to Oregon 
in 1851, was Deputy U. S. Attorney, Presidential elector, four 
years Secretary of State, an<1 two years acting O:overnor during 
the Indian war of 1877,1878. Was Grand Master in 1865. In 

1889, was elected Grand Secretary, which office he held until 
his death. He was a graceful and able writer, and was pecu
liarly sympathetic and helpful to his brethren when opportunity 

permitted him to aid them. He will be mourned in many juris

dietions besides Oregon. 
Pennsylvania.- Richal'd Vaux was born in Philadelphia, De

cember 19, 1816, and died there March 22, 1895, aged seventy

eight years. H e was initiated in 1842, was Grand Master of 
Pennsylvania in 1867 and 1868, and had been Correspondent of 
the Grand Lodge from 1875 until his death. He was a Royal 
Arch Mason and a 'femplar, but was most acti ve in Blue Masonry, 
where he was the most conspicuous figure in P ennsylvania, and 
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Charity Fund of the Grand Lodge, and other similar matters. They report 
to the Grand Lodge, and we note that body passes upon their action, !tS it 
seems to do upon all the official acts of the Grand Officers. 'We have been 
a little puzzled to determine what the object of this approval (and it always 
is approval, so far as we have noticed) can be: is it merely to say" well 
done," or does it have some force? Suppose the Grand Lodge withholds 
its approval of some act, which the Grand Master, under the constitution, 
has power to do, what is the effect? 

The Committee on Returns say: 
"The first error we note is the failure of a large number of Secretaries to 

give at least one Christian name in full. The requirement is constitutioual, 
and of such long standing that it seems strauge so many continue to dis
regard it. That such nOll-conformity to the law cannot always be attribnted 
to a lack of knowledge, is shown by the fact that in some instances Secre
taries observed the requirements in making their returns for 1895, and 
wholly ignored it in preparing those for 1896." 

While within a few years, there has been a great improvement in this re
spect, we wish committees in other jurisdictions would imItate this. We 
have an impression, that if the Grand Secretary were empowered to reject 
such returns and require the Secretary to make another set conforming to 
the law, the eyil would cease to exist. To be sure, they might cite in excuse 
the example of one member of the committee making the report, and of the 
members of other committees whose reports are given in those Proceedings. 

The Grand Orator delivered an address, which is well worthy of being read 
and studied by the craft. 

The resolutions of our Grand Lodge in relation to jurisdiction over re
jected candirlates, were presented by our Grand Representative, Bro. 
DAVlD B. FUL[~ER, and referred to the Corr..mittee on Jurisprml.ence, which 
reported (apparently immediately) the following, and it was adopted by the 
Grand Lodge: 

" In thE) matter of the communication from the Grand Lodge of Maille, 
your committee recommend that this Grand J,odge do not concur therein. 
The constitution of this Grand Lodge will not admit of such legislation." 

Inasmuch as the provisions npon this subject are invariably found in the 
constitutions of Grand Lodges, the irresistible conclusion is, that onr 
brethren in Kansas have a Medes-anrl-Persian constitution! We fraternally 
commend to the Kansas committee the advice said to have been given by an 
old judge to a young one, "Give prompt !tnd decisive rulings, but never give 

reasons for them I" 
The Report on Correspondence (186 pp.) was presented by Bro. MATTHEW 

M. MILLER. The" returns" from our printer show us that we are making 
so much greater progress in the number of pages of our report, than we are 
in getting to the end of the alphabet, that we are constrained to omit refer-
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CORNER STONg . 

July 2, 1895, the corner stone of tIle new Oxford County 
Buildings, at South Paris, was laid by tile Grand Lodge, with 
appropriate ceremonies, in the presence of 2000 people. Nearly 
all the lodges of the district were represented, there being at 
least 500 masons in the procession, including Paris, Blazing 
Star, Pythagorean, Mt. Moriah, ICing Hiram, Bethel, Jefferson, 
Mt. Tire'm, Evening Star, Delta, 'Whitney, Shepherd's River 

and Grauite Lodges. I was assisted by the following officers: 

JOSEPH A. LOCKE, Portland, 
GOODWIN R. 'WIL)<;Y, Bethel, 
WALDO P)<;TTENGILL, Rumford, 

REV. MARTYN SUMMEHBELL, Lewistoll, 
THOMAS W. BURR, Bangor, 
GEO. D. BISBEE, Rumford Falls, 
MAl{QUIS F. KING, Portland, 
MILLARD' F. HICKS, Portland, 

ENOCH FOSTER, Bethel, 
F. H. PACKARD, 
M. E. HALL, 
HENIW C. RICKEl{, 

JOHN A. FARRINGTON, 
ALBERT W. WALTER, 

J. FERD. KING, 
WARREN O. CARNEY, 

D. G. Master; 

as S. G. Warden; 
as J. G. V\T arden; 

G. Chaplain;. 
as G. Marshal; 
as G. Architect; 

G. Treasurer; 
as G. Secretary; 

as G. S. Deacon; 
as G. J. Deacon; 
as G. S. Steward; 
as G. J. Steward; 

as G. St. Bearer; 
'as G. Sw. Bearer; 
as G. PUl'suivant; 

G. Tyler. 

Hon. James S. Wright, of Paris Lodge, delivered an eloquen-;; 

address appropriate to the occasion. P. G. H. P. Seward S. 
Steams officiated as toast master at an excellent banquet which 
followed, and toasts, sentiments and speeches ruled the hour. 

])g])ICATION Of' HALLS. 

March 26th, I dedicated the new Masonic Hall of Keystone 

Lodge, No. 80, at Solon, and was assisted by R. W. Bro. Joseph 
A. Locke, Deputy Grand Master. 
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FRANCES H. WING, 

MALON PATTERSON, 

RE~ ELMER ~ PEMBE~ 

A. M. VV/,;THERBE~~, 

JOSI!:PH O. SMITH, 

HUGH R. CHAPLlN, 

L. VV. MCIN'J'JRE, 

RANDALL F. DURR I!:LL, 

C. B. MCINTIl{E, 

ALONZO ~fOOl{I';, 

T. D. SAL/';, 

S. F. GREI<;N, 

CtS S. G. Wardell; 
as J. G. Warden; 

G. Chaplain; 
as G. Treasurer; 
as G. Secretary; 

G. Marshal; 
as G. S. Deacon; 
as G. J. Deacon; 
as G. S. Steward; 

as G. J. Steward; 
as G. 1'yler; 
as G. Architect. 
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The Brethren of Keystone Lodge have erected a fine and 
coinmodious hall. They have paid for it in full and have flU,ds 
in the treasury. They have an extensive masonic library, and 
great interest is shown in everything that pertains to Masonry. 

The members of the Grand Lodge were entertained in a most 
hospitable manner, and will long retain pleasing memories of 
their visit to Keystone Lodge. 

CONVENTIONS. 

During the last year I have called five conventions for in
struction in masonic work. I found a general desire on the 
part of officers and members of many of our lodges for an 
opportunity to hear from the Grand Lecturers in relatiou to the 
new ritual and therefore deemed it best to call conventions for 
that purpose. I append the report of the Grand Lecturers : 

SABATTUS, April 16, 1896. 

To Most lV01'shipjul AUGUSTUS B. FARN HAM, Grand Master oj Mason8in 

Ma'ine: 

III obedience to your orders, five conventions for instruction in masonic 
work have been held this year, viz:-

1. At Farmington, Tuesday, November 26, 1895. 
2. "Augusta, Tuesday, December 3, 1895. 
3. "Houlton, Tuesday, December 10, 1895. 

2 G. L. 
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4. At Bangor, Thursday, December 12, 1895. 
5. "Rockland, Tuesday, December 17, 1895. 

[May, 

No convention was held in the western part of the state. Those at Far
mington, Augusta and Rockland were conducted by Grand Lectnrer 
SLEEl>ER, and those at Houlton and Ba ngor by Grand Lecturer Ray mond. 

At Farmington were one District Deputy and representatives from seven 

lodges. 
At Augusta were five District Deputies and representatives from eleven 

lodges. 
At Houlton were one District Deputy and representatives from nine 

lodges. 
At Bangor were seven District Deputies and representatives from fifteen 

lodges. 
At Rockland were three District Deputies and representatives from twelve 

lodges. 
Unfortunately for their districts, as your Grand Lecturers believe, seven 

Deputies were not present at either convention. 
The primary object of these conventions is to afford reliable instruction 

to District Deputies, to enable them to teach with accuracy the work and 
lectures of the degrees to the lodges under their care, and our experience 
during the past few years has shown us that when incorrect instruction has 
been given to lodges it was almost invariably given by Deputies who had 
either no time or no disposition to attend conventions. 

In addition to the seventeen Deputies who have attended our conventions 
this y(:ar, have been representatives from fifty-four lodges, and the interest 
and zeal shown by those brethren have been very remarkable, many of them 
attenning from quite a distance. 

The instructions given this year, as in former years, has been thorough, 
ann as to its usefulnes and the desirability of its continuance, we can only 
affirm what we said in our report last year. 

Fraternally submitted, 
:FRANK E. SLEEPER, 
GEOHGE E. RAYMOND, 

Grana L ecturers. 

CONDITION OF TilE CHAF·"I". 

Notwithstanding the fact that the business depression through

out the country still continues, the various bodies in this juris
diction are in a fairly prosperous condition. Th e returns from 

191 chartered lodges and 2 under dispensation, a total of 193 
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lodges, show a gaill of 144. For full particulars I would refer 
you to the report of the Committee on Returns. 

C LOTHING. 

In May, 18!)!, the question of new clothing for the Grand 
Officers was brought before the Grand Lodge, but no definite 
action was taken. Grand Mastel' Bm'bank, at the annual meet
ing in May, 189J, callell attention to the shabbiness of the 

cloth ill g, and recommended that something better be procured, 
and the Committee 011 Doings of Grand Offic :: rs recommended 

the reference to the Finance Committee of the sOlggestions of the 
Grand Mastel' in favor of Hew clothing for the Grand Officers, 
and in view of the possibility of the ad visability of some change 
in the Illaterial and style of such clothing, it is also recommended 
that the committee have leave to report at the next annual 

communication of the Grand Lodge. Twiee during the past 
year the Grand Officers have been called upon to appear in 
public wearing the clothing of the Grand Lodge. I can assu re 
you that they are not proud of it, and most certainly think that 

this Grand Lodge should procure something better. It is a 
well known fact that many things are improved by age; the 
Turkish rug is brighter after being WOl'Il, and the sheen ac

quired by use renders it milch more glittering. Such is not the 
case, however, with the clothing of this Grand Lodge. 

DISTRI CT IJ";I'UTY GltAND MASTERS. 

I subjoin the reports of the District Deputy Grand Masters, 
and wonld recommend to the members of this Grand Lodge a 
careful inspection of them. I find it to be their opinion that 

the conventions held dnring the past year have been prodnctive 
of good results, and I most certainly endorse their views. 

Article 15, Section 25 of the Constitution, requires each 
District Deputy Grand Master to give to the Grand Treasurer a 
receipt or bond in the sum of fifty dollars, conditional upon a safe 
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return of the property appertaining to said office. I think this 
provision of the constitution has been generally ignored. I 
would recommend its observance by the District Deputy Grand 
Masters or a modification of the arti cle requiring it. 

DISPENSATIONS. 

June 20, 1895, I granted a dispensation for Temple Lodge, 
No. 86, to appea r in public on Sunday, June 23d, to observe St. 

John's Day. 
June 20th, I granted a dispensation for St. George Lodge, 

No. 16, to appear in public on Sunday, June 23d, to observe St. 
John's Day. 

July 16th, to Aroostook Lodge, to receive and ballot upon ap
plication in less than the usual time, after due notice. 

October 16th, to Casco Lodge, to elect Junior Warden and 
Senior Deacon, the officers elected having declined to serve. 

October 26th, to Jonesport Lodge, to r ecei ve and ballot on ap
plication in less than the usual time, after due notice. 

November 7th, to Marine Lodge, to receive and ballot on ap
plication in less than the usual time, after due notice. 

January 2, 1896, to Riverside Lodge, to elect a Senior Warden 
January 8th, in place of a brother who declined to serve. 

January 13th, to Bay View Lodge, to elect a Junior Warden 
J auuary 23d, in place of a brother who declined to serve. 

J anuary 19th, to Marine Lodge, to ballot on applicat ion in less 
than the usual time, after due notice. 

January 25th, to Mariner's Lodge, to ballot on application in 
less than the usual time, after due notice. 

January 30th, to Ancient York Lodge, to baJlot on application 
in less than the usual time, after due notice. 

F ebruary 5th, to Tuscan Lodge, to ballot on applicat ion in 
less than the usual time, after due notice. 

F ebruary 5th, to Mount Desert Lodge, to ballot on application 
in less than the usual time, after due notice. 
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March 7th, to Whitney I.JodgE', to authorize a lodge of Odd Fel
lows to occupy their hall temporarily. 

March 28th, to Meridian Splendor Lodge, to authorize lodges 
of Odd Fellows to occupy their hall twice during the month of 
April. 

May 25th, granted dispensation to Waldo Pettengill and 
others to hold a Lodge of Instruction at Rumford Falls. 

November 16th, to C. H. Kingston and others to hold a 
Lodge of Instruction at Vanceboro, Maine. 

:February 6th, to Joseph A. Hobbs and others to hold a Lodge 
of Instruction at Waterboro. 

March 28th, to Harwood IJoc1ge No. 91, Machias, to hold meet
ings, receive and act upon applications, confer the degrees of 
Masonry, and perform all acts anthorized by its charter, until 
the next regular meeting of the Grand Lodge, at which time 
application should be maile for a new charter. 

A pril14th, to Lincoln Lodge No.3, to elect a Senior Deacon in 

place of a brother who declined 'to serve. 

urSPENSA 'rIONS llEFUSIlD. 

I have several times refused dispensations to confer three 

degrees upon a candidate at the same session. I believe the 
cases are very rare where such permission should be asked, and 
still more rare where it should be granted. 

J)ECJSIONS . 

A District Deputy asks for information. 

1. A candidate was accepted, and at a subsequent meeting 
presented himself for the degrees. A brother objected, and the 
W. Master informed the lodge that objection had been made, 
and that on that account there would be no initiation. Nfl 

record of the fact was made or ordered to be made. A new 
W. Master was elected and installed. Now in accordance with 

the Constitution, page 35, Sec. 102, can the new Mastel' notify 
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the said person in question to appear for his degrees, and if no 
obection is then raised can the VV. Master confer the degrees? 

_:lnswe1·. Bro. A hau a perfect right to object to the initia

tion. The W. Master of the lodge should hMe had a proper 
record made as required by the Constitution of the Grand Lodge. 
You will instruct the W ... il'Iaster to have a note made on the 
record, gi ving the facts in the case, and saying that the note 

was made by direction of the Grand Master. The candidate 
stands rejected, and the new "Master must act as he would if a 
proper record of his rejection had been made at the time. 

2. Authority was refused for a lodge to take cand idates to 
a District Convention outside its jurisdiction, for the purpose of 
having the degrees conferred. 

3. A member of Ashlar Lodge, No. 247, Canada, now a 
resident of Skowhegan, desired to make application to Somerset 
Lodge for membership. I addressed a communication to M. W. 

Bro. Wm . R. \Vhite, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of 
Canada, asking what steps should be taken to meet the legal re
quirements in this case before his application for membership 
should be presellted to Somerset Lodge. I recei ved the follow
ing very courteous reply: 

lof. ""fT. Bro. A[;G. B. FAIlN II AM, G"ana lofaster oj the GmnaLotlye Maine, 
}:JCtny01', Mctine. 

DEAR SII<:-ReplY11lg to your letter of January 28th, I beg to say that 
I know of no reason why Somerset Lodge in YOllr jurisdiction should not 
deal with Bro. GRIPFIr.;'S application in the same way as you would deal 

with that of any other unaffiliated mason. I-Ie would certainly have the 
right with us to join two or more lodges, and I do not see any reason why 
he should not join Somerset if they are willing to have him. Of course I 
know nothing of the brother persall ally, and all inquiries should be made 
to Ashlar, 247. 

Yours fraternally, 
WM. R. WHI'l'E, G. lof. 

Authority was g l'anted Somerset Lodge to receive the appli
cation. 

Question.-Is it in accordance with masonic teachings to allow 
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the introduction of intoxicating liquors into a hall or apart

ments that have been solemnly dedicated to the purposes of 
Freemasonry. 

Answer. It most certainly is not in accordance with the prin
ciples of ou'r Order. T emperance is one of the four Cardinal 

Virtues , and we are taught that it should be the constant prac
tice of every mason. We should exercise at all times the great
est care never to place temptation before a brothel' mason. The 
strongest may fall, and the weak will be sure to fall. Let us 
banish, therefore, at all times from our masonic halls intoxicat

ing liquors and everything that will cause our brothel' to err. 
N ovem bel' 26th, the Grand Secretary was authori zed to gi ve 

Bro. Newell Jones, once a member of Hiram Abiff Lodge, of 

"\Vashington, the necessary certificate to enable him to make ap
plication to Riverside Lodge for membership. Grand Master 
TIMOTHY J. MlJRRAY made a special report in the case of Hiram 
Abiff Lodge, which was not. printed. Bro. DIWMMON"D has 
looked over the record containing the report with great care, 
and given an opinion which I subjoin, as I think it should be 

madA a matter of record to preserve it. 
"When the charter of Hiram Abiff Lodge was revoked, the 

law was that those implicated in the misconduct should be S ll S

vended. The Grand Master, when he announced his action, 
stated to the Grand Lodge that he deemed it sufficient to revoke 
the charter without punishing any of the members. This left 

a ll the members in good standing as unaffiliated masons. But 

in order to affiliate they must have a certificate from the Grand 

Secretary. " 
A large number of communications have been received during 

the year past, asking information on a great variety of s 'lbj ects, 
but as no new points were involved I do not deem it important 

to refer to them. 

LO.SS BY }' J RE. 

The hall of Penobscot Lodge, No. 39, of Dexter, was de

stroyed by fire January 17, 1896. The total loss was about 
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$2,400, on which there was an insurance of $1,000. The 
charter was saved, together with a part of the furniture. The 
old records were injured to such an ex tent as to make them 
almost a total loss. 'fhe meetings are now held in Odd Fel
lows' Hall. I have received an application from Penobscot 

Lodge, No. 49, to refund the Grand Lodge dues for the past year, 
which I have referred to the Committee on Dispensations and 

Charters. 
On March 25th, the fine Masonic Hall of Harwood Lodge, No. 

91, at Machias, was destroyed by fire. The charter, recoro.s, 
papers, and other property were all destroyed. 1'here was a 
small insurance of $1,000 only on the property. I wrote Vv. M. 
Heaton, extending to him the sympathy of the fraternity, and 
the assurance that we deplored the loss of one of the ±inest 
masonic homes in the state. Theil' meetings are now held in 
the old hall owned and formerly occupied by the lodge. 

August 3d, I forwarded to Bro. Charles 1. Collamore, Chair
man of the Committee on Grievances and Appeals, the proceed

ings of Rural Lodge, No. 53, of Sidney, in the case of .James A. 
Bacon. 

October 8th, the proceedings of Delta Lodge, No. 153, in the 
case of Ernest H. Nason, were forwarded to the Chairman of 
Committee on Grievances and Appeals. 

Dece mber 14th, papers in the case of Saco Lodge, No.9, vs. 

Freedom Lodge, No. 49, were forwarded to the chairman of 
same committee. 

Papers in the case of Anchor Lodge, No. 158, vs. Ralph E. 

Pinkham, have been returned to the lodge, and a new trial or
dered on account of informalities. 

NE\\r ZEALAND. 

The Grand Secretary received an official communication from 
Rev. Wm. Ronaldson, Gr. Secretai'y of the Grand Lodge of 

New Zealand, in which he says: "I am instructed by our Grand 
Mastel', M. W. Bro. F. H. D. Bell, in his own name, and on 
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behalf of h~s Grand Lodge, to convey his most thorough appre
ciation of your Grand Lodge's action in instantly and unani

mously according recognition to the Grand Lodge of New 
Zealand. I am also to assure you that he willingly accepts 
the nomination by your M. W. Grand Master of Rt. Wor. Bro .. 
Herbert Harris, of East Machias. as the Grand Representative 

\ ' 

of this Grand Lodge near your Grand Lodge." 
On May 17, 1895, notice was received from Melbourne, Vic

toria, of the decease of P. S. G. W. Bro. WILLIAM STRACHAN, 
who was appointed as Grand Representative of the Grand 
Lodge of Maine near the United Grand Lodge of Victoria. On 

' July 8, 1895, I appointed Bro. BENJAMIN DOUGHTY SMITH, of 
Melbourne, Victoria, Representative of the Grand Lodge of 
Maine neal' the Grand Lodge of Victoria. 

REPRESENTATIYES. 

May 18th, HRRBE){T HARRIS was appointed Representative 
of the Grand Lodge of New Zealand neal' the Grand Lodge of 

Mall1e. 
August 31st, SUMNER J . CHDBOURNE was appointed Repre

sentative of the Grand Lodge of Canada neal' the Grand Lodge 
of Maine, in place of DAVID CARGILL, deceased. 

August 31st, HOWARD D. SMITH was appointed Represent
ative of New Hampshire neal' the Grand Lodge of Maine, in 

place of STEPHEN J. YOUNG, deceased. 
September 11th, Bro. JACOB H. EMERSOl'l was appointed to 

represent the Grand Lodge of Maine neal' the Grand Lodge of 
Delaware, in place of Bro. J . THOMAS BUDD, deceased. 

THOMAS H. HOOVER, Representative of the Grand Lodge of 
Maine near the Grand Lodge of Maryland, has rendered a re
port of his stewardship, which J append: 

UNION BRIDGE, MARYLAND, April 13, 1896. 

MR. AUGUSTIJS B. FARN"A)I, Grand Master of j\fasons, Bangor, Maine. 

Most W01'shipful Sir and Brother:-Concerning masonic circles owing 
obedience to the Grand Lodge of Maryland, t·o which I am accredited as 
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yonr representative, I am pleased to have to report, for the first year of my 
stewardship, nothing more interesting or important than the general welfare, 
gratifying harmony and substantial progress of the craft. No unusual de
velopment has been witnessed in the jurisdiction, but ~teady growth has 
been observed, and the good providence of our Supreme Grand Master has 
not only averted every calamity but has made the ya!lr one of peace and 
prosperity. 

It is a source of great rejoicing to the craft in Maryland, that their 
brethren in Maine have passed their seventy-fifth anniversary with so many 
evidences of vigorous life and productive energy. The historical address 
delivered on the occasion, in which the progress of your Grand Lodge is set 
forth so lucidly, has found many interested readers here. 

It is also a source of real gratification that the views held here as to salutes 
and the Grand Honors, and enforced by a vote of the Grand Lodge, have 
the unqualified endorsement of your Committee on Correspoudence. May 
the brethren in the two states always agree on everything that is right! 

A comparison of population and masonic membership in the two jurisdic·· 
tions discloses a state of affairs, which, while not reflecting on the brethren 
in Maryland, is certainly most creditable to those in Maine. Maine has on 
her rosters 21,809 active affiliated masons, out of a population of about 700,-
000, while Maryland has only 6,892 out of a population of more than a mil
lion . . 

The Grand Lodge of Maryland will meet on Tuesday, 12th May next. If 
there should be any thing to communicate, I shall be happy to have your 
commands by that time. 

Tendering my best wishes for the continued welfare and happiness of you r
self, personally and officially, and the Grand Lodge, as well as for every 
brother owing allegiance thereto, I remain, 

Fraternally and obediently yours, 
THOMAS H. HOOVER, Representative. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

I have received from WALTER F. BRADISH, District Deputy 

Grand Master of the Second District, the following resolutions, 

signed by a committee of the Convention of lodges of said 
district, held at Eastport, January 23, 1896. which I present 

for the consideration of the Grand Lodge: 

"Resolved, That the delegates from the lodges in Second 
Masonic District of Maine to the Grand Lodge next to be holden 
in Maine, be requested to urge upon that body the justlCe and 
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necessity of granting such dispensations as may enable any of 
the lodges in Second Masonic District of Maine, present at any 
convention called by, and presided over by, the District Deputy 
Grand Mastel' for said Second Masonic District, to confer any 
degree upon actual candidates who are entitled to receive the 
degrees, instead of as at present conferred upon substitutes." 

ACKNOWLED<BI ENTS. 

I desire to extend to R. W. Bro. STEPHEN BlmRY, Grand 
Secretary, publicly, my acknowledgments and warmest thanks 
for many acts of ki ndness and labo rs performed for me during 

the past year. I also desire to thank most cordially the breth
ren and the various lodges for courtesies tendered du rin g my 

term of office. J am pained to say that I have been obliged to 
decline many invitations which I should have been only too 
happy to have aecepted, if ci rcumstances would have allow ed. 

CO~C LUSION. 

And now, brethren, I am about to lay down the gavel, and 
have rendered you an account of my stewardship. I desire to 
assure you that I most fully appreciate the high honor con
fen'ed upon me in electing me to the honored position of Grand 
Master of the Grand Lodge of Maine. I regard it as the 
greatest houor that can be conferred upon anyone, however 
proud his titles or high his name may be. I have endeavored 
to faithfully and impartially discharge the duties of the posi
tiou to the best of my ability, and with an eye single to the 

good of the fraternity. Let us remember that our order is 

founded upon the Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of 

Man, and that the lessons we are taught avail nothing unless 
we carry them with us into our daily lives, and show by our 
example that we practice and live up to the principles we 
teach. J~et us remember that one kind word spoken to a 
brother in life is worth more than countless garlands placed 
upon his grave after death. If any of you know of a brothel' 

iu distress or destitute, go to him, take him by the hand and 
speak words of comfort and consolation to him, aid him with 
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your purse, if possible, for by so doing you will be carrying out 
the lesson taught in Masonry and obeying the will of him who 

has said, "It is more blessed to give than to receive." 

" So we pray in His good pleasure 
When this world we've safely trod, 

We may walk beside the river 
Flowing from the throne of God." 

Respectfully submitted, 

AUG. B. FARNHAM, Grand Master. 

Portland, May 5, 1896. 

The address was referred to the Committee on 
Doings of Grand Officers. 

The Grand Master also presented the reports of 
the District Deputy Grand Masters, which were re
ferred to the Committee on Condition of the Frater
nity. 

The books and papers of Columbia Lodge, u. D., 

were presented, and were referred to the Committee 
on Dispensations and Charter~. 

A petition was received from Blazing Star Lodge, 
No. 30, praying for permission to remove its place of 
meeting from Rumford Center to Rumford Falls, and 
it was referred to the same committee. 

GRAND TltEASURER'S REPORT. 

R. W. MARQUIS F. KING submitted his annual re
port, wh ich was referred to the Committee of Finance, 
as follows: 
1'0 the Mastel', Wctrclens ancl Members oj the Grancl Loclfle oj Maine. 

The subscriber asks leave to present the follow ing statemel.t of his ac
counts, exhibiting the amount received and paid out during the masonic year, 
alld on what account: 



1895. 

May 7. 

8. 

1896. 
April 1. 

27. 

29. 

Mch.16. 
10. 
20. 

April 

23. 

28. 

30. 

1. 

:l. 

3. 

7. 
15. 

16. 

21. 

24. 

25. 
29. 

1895. 

Grand Lodge oj' Maine. 

RECEIPTS. 

By cash balance, ............... . ................. :$ 9,513.44 
Horace H. Burbank, Grand Master, ... .. . . . 11.00 

Aug. B. Farnham, Grauel Master, dispensa-

tions to eight lodges at various dates, . . . 

dividends and interest, ........ ....... . 

from Grand Chapter, 3-10 expense Grand Sec-

retary's office, . . . . . . .. . ...... . .. . ..... . 

from Grand Commandery, 2-10 expense Grand 

Secretary's 01Ii ce, . . . . . . . . .. . . .... . .. .. . 

from Stephen Berry, Grand Secretary, ..... . 

24.00 

241.72 

126.24 

!:l4.16 

26.71 
" District Deputy Grand Masters, as follows: 

Walter F. Bradish, 2d District, ..... . .. . . 
Martin L. Porter, 20th District, ........ . . 

Rodel A. Packard, 8th District, .. .. 

Freeland R. Bunker, 21st District, .. . . . . . 

Harvey P. Hinckley, 4th District, . . .. . .. . 

Seth T. Snipe, 14th District, ...... . ... .. . 

Edwin M. Johnston, 5th District, .... . .. . 

Henry S. Thorn, 22d District, . . .. . .. ... . 

Justin A. Walling, 3d District., . . .. , ... .. . 

Francis H. Wing, 13th District, ......... . 

Daniel W. Maxfield, 6th District, . . ..... . 

Alfred D. Sawyer, 1st District, . . . ... . .. . 

Newell P. Noble, 15th District, . . '" ..... . 

Herbert N. Maxfield, 17th District, ...... . 
Frederick M. Richards, 9th District, ..... . 

James P. Lown, 18th District, . . ........ . 
Ai Q. Mitchell, 23d District, ..... . ...... . 

Hollis E. Dennen, 24th District, ... . .... . 

Charles W. Stetson, 10th District, ....... . 

George W. Holmes, 16th District, .. '" .. . 

Edwin A. Porter, 7th District, .......... . 

Franklin Walker, 12th District, ......... . . 

Charles C. Hunt, 11th District, ... . ..... . 

Isaac N. Hurd, 19th District, ..... . 

DISllURSE~IENTS. 

151.20 
148.40 

187.80 
337.40 

144.40 

294.00 

250.40 

175.60 
196.80 

286.20 

292.40 

219.00 

210.20 

569.80 
436.20 

175.00 

152.20 

334.80 

251. 80 

248.80 

151.60 

182.40 

402.00 

243.00 

$16,068.67 

May 9. To cash paid orders of Commiteee on Pay Roll, . 1,958.68 
" Horace H. Burbank, Grand Master, ex-

penses 1894-1895,.. ...... . ...... . . . . 45.21 
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To cash paid W. S. Smith, Grand Organist, ....... . 

" quartette at seventy-fifth 
anniversary, .......... . 

Miss M. M. Langhlin, clerk to Committee 

on l'ay Roll, ......... .. .. . ......... . 

Edward P. Burnham, expense attend ing 
committee meetings, .. . .. . . . ...... .. . 

Jarvis C. Billings, to correct error, . ... .. 

Warren O. Carney, Grand Tyler, ser

vices with assistants at Grand Lodge, . 

expense to Paris, laying corner stone, . 

Union Safe Deposit and Trnst Co. surety 

on Treasurer's bond, ... . ..... . .. . .. . 

Board Masonic Trustees, use of halls, . . 

" Frank E. Sleeper, Grand Lecturer, ser-
vices and expenses, 1894- 1895, ...... . 
services and expense, 1895- 1896, ... . . 

by v()te of Grand Lodge, ............ . 

George E. Haymond, Grand Lecturer, 
services and expenses, 1894- 1895, .... . 

services and expenses, 18!l5- 1896, ... . . 
by vote of Grand Lodge, ............ . 

l'ortland Savings Ban k, for rent of Grand 

Lodge offices, . ... . . . .... . .......... . 

Mrs. O'Toole, for care of Grand Lodge 
offices, .... . ... . .. .... . .... . ....... . 

W. S. Shorey, book for ritual committee, 

C. E. Kempton, clerk of Committee on 

Ritual, .. . . 

American Bank Note Co., diplomas, ..... 

C. O. Leach, preparing Lodge returns for 

binding, ...... . .......... . .. . 

Edward Small, binding Lodge retnrns, . .. 

Stephen Berry, Grand Secretary, salary,. 

postage, telegrams and expressage, . . . 

sundries for office, ..... .. .... . ... .. . . 

printing circulars, &c, . .... . . . ..... . . 

en velopes and postal stickers,. . ..... . 

printing report of exercises, &c, . . . 

printing Proceedings, ..... . 

mailing Proceedings, .. 

To cash paid for postage by Grand Treasnrer,. . . . ... 

[May, 

10.00 

12.00 

10.00 

6.00 

4.00 

:JO.OO 

6.45 

100.00 
125.00 

42.i5 

58.00 

25.00 

49.17 

42.25 

25.00 

400.00 

61.50 

2.00 

25.00 
140.00 

10.00 

20.00 

500.00 
8().!l7 

10.14 

34.03 

11.25 

115.80 

843.24 

37.65 

4.17 
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To cash paid Josiah H . Drummond, Chairman Com-

" 
" 

mittee on Correspondence,. . .. . ..... . 
Marqnis F. King, Grand Treasurer, ... . . 
Aug. B. Farnham, Gr. Master, expenses, 
D. D. G. M's their expenses as follows: 
Alfred D. Sawyer, 1st District, ........ . 
Walter F. Bradish, 2d District, .. . .... . . 
Justin A. Walling, 3d District, .... . ... . 
Harvey P. Hinckley, 4th District, ... . . . 
Edwin M. J ohnston, 5th Uistrict, . .... . . 
Daniel W. Maxfield, 6th District, ...... . 
Edwin A. Porter, 7th District, ....... . 
Rodel A. Packard, 8th District, .. 
Frederick M. Richards, 9th District, . .. . 
Charles W. Stetson, 10th District, ..... . 
Charles C. Hunt, 11th District, .. 
:Franklin Walker, 12th District, ..... .. . 
Francis H. Wing, 13th District,. . .... . 
Seth T. Snipe, 14th District, . ...... .. . . . 
Newell P. Noble, 15th District, .. . . . .. . 
George W. Holmes, 16th District, . . .... . 
Herbert N. Maxfield, 17th District,. 
Isaac N. Hurd, 19th District, ; ......... . 
Martin L. Porter, 20th District.. . . . . . . 
Freeland R. Bunker. 21st District, ..... . 
Henry S. Thorne, 22rl District, ....... " . 
Ai Q. Mitchell, 23d District •. ..... ..... 
Hollis E. Dennen, 24th District, 

Cash balance as follows: 
Deposit in Portland Bank. bearing interest •..... " ..... . 

" Waterville Savings Bank, bearing interest, ....... " 
" Wiscasset ... . ..... . 
" Hancock County Savings Bank, bearing interest •. .. . 
" Augusta Savings Bank, bearing interest, ........ . .. . 
" Brunswick Savings Bank, bearing interest, .... . .. . . . 
" Skowhegan Savings Bank, bearing interest, . . ..... . 
" Bath Savings Institution, bearing interest, ..... .... . 

Gardiner Savings Bank, bearing interest, .......... . 

" " Portland National Bank • .... .... .. ........... .. .. . . 

3 1 

100.00 
150.00 
64.06 

28.85 
34.70 
30.00 
31.10 
35.00 
17.16 
28.60 
15.75 
14.20 
15.25 
5.00 

18.50 
16.39 
9.45 

33.70 
36.55 
27.65 
22.80 
36.45 
39.35 
21.80 
22.40 
18.95 

$5,674.92 

1040.40 
518.78 
525.40 
511.29 
521.92 
525.40 
517.65 
520.20 
520.20 

5192.51 

Respectfully submitted, $1,6068.67 
MARQUIS F. KING, Grand. Treasurer. 
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GRAND SECRETARY'S REPORT. 

The Grand Secretary presented his annual report, 
which was referred to the Committee on Doings of 
Grand Officers, as follows: 

MASONIC HAf, L, PORTLAND, Tuesday, May 5, 1896. 
To the M~. W. Grand Lo.dge of .!tfa'ine. 

The duties of Grand Secretary have been punctually attended to during 
the year, and the records and accounts have been approved by the Com
mittee of Finance. 

Two brethren have registered during the year, and there are now four 
upon the roll. Finding a tendency to believe that registration gives mem
bership in Grand Lodge, I have prepared certificates to deliver as receipts 
to snch brethren, wherein is placed a note giving their status. A copy is 
appended to this report. 

I have been able to complete the me of our proceedings in the library of 
the Grand I~odge of England, with the exception of 1857, which we hope to 
obtain by purchase, and in return, their courteous Grand Librarian, HENRY 
SA DLEH, has completed our file of their proceedings back to 186!), when they 
first began to publish in octavo form, 

Hespectfully submitted, 
STEPHEN BEHHY, Grand &cretal·Y. 

GHTEVANCE. 

The following charge against SAMUEL H HART, 
with various affidavits, was presented by Bro. DRUM
MOND, and referred to the Committee on Grievances 
and Appeals. 
To the ~!tfost Worskipjul Grand Lodge of Maine. 

The undersigned respectfully represents and charges : 
1. SAMUEL H. HART, now of parts unknown, was formerly a resident of 

Skowhegan in this state, and while so a resident, on the seventh day of 
September, A. I!. 188!), duly applied to be initiated, passed and raised, in 
Somerset Lodge, No. 34, in said jurisdiction; and that said lodge, finding 
that it had jnrisdiction of said H .-un, accepted him and conferred the several 
degrees in its gift upon him, so that he became a member of said lodge on 
the second day of December, A. D. l88!), and has always since remained, 
and now is, a member of said lod!?;e. 

2. That said HART afterwards removed to Buckley, in the state of Wash-
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ington, and made himself known to the masons of that jurisdiction, as a 

mason in good standing in said Somerset Lodge. 

3. That said HART thereby gained confidence of the masons of that vicin

ity, and, through them, of other people in said Buckley and vicinity. 

4. That about the first day of November, A. D. 1801, he was president 

and sole manager of a certain bank in said Buckley, known as the Buckley 
~tate Bank, in which different parties, amoug whom were many masons, 

deposited money for safe keeping. 

5. And the undersigned charges that said HART, on or about the eighteenth 

day of November, A. D. 1893, absconded from said Buckley, embezzling 

and taking away with him all of the moneys and available assets of said 

bank, thereby eansing great loss to said depositors, having burnecl. or other

wise destroyed all the books and papers of said bank. 

6. That the proceedings of said HART, in thus absconding and carry ing 

away the deposits of said bank, became a matter of pu1)lic notoriety, and 

full accounts of his said crime were published in the newspapers; but, 

although a long time has elapsed, the said HART has never returned to dis
pute said reports or make any defence to, or explanation of the crimes thus 

publicly charged against him; but on the contrary has concealed his where

abouts and still conceals his whereabouts, so that it is impossible to g ive him 

notice of any charges which may be filed against him of any masonic body 

of which he was a me]llber. 

7. That the unders igned is informed and believes, and therefore charges, 

that said H A R'I' was overtaken and arrested in the vic inity of Baltimore, but 

by some technical defect in the papers was enablecl. to escape from arrest, 

and has ever since kept in hiding to avoid being arrestefl, and taken back 

to the State of Washingtoll to answer for the offences with which he has 

heen publicly charged. 
8. That said HAR'l' has been guilty of gross unmasonic conduct, as set 

forth in the above specifications, and ought to be held to answer therefor. 
9. That the undersigned is informed and believE'S, and therefore avers, 

that the lodge in Washington, within whose jurisdiction said crime has been 

committed, declines to proceed against said HART on the ground that he 

is not a mem'ber of said lodge, but a member of Somerset Lodge in this juris

diction . 

. 10. That in consequence of the absconding of said HART, and having no 

known place of abode, it is doubtful whether said ~omerset Lodge call en
tertain charges and proceed to the trial and conviction of said HART there
on. 

11. The undersigned therefore prays that this Grand Lodge, considering 
the great scandal and disgrace to Masonry occasioned by the conduct of 

said HART as above set forth, and the fact that he has absconded and keeps 

3 G. L. 
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in hiding, although knowing that charges of serious crimes have been 
publicly made against him, will take jurisdiction thereof and proceed hereon 
as the interests of the fraternity and justice to said HAHT may require. 

Dated this twelfth day of March, A . D. 1896. 
WM. R. G. ESTES. 

FINANCE. 

Bro. ALBRO E. CHASE presented the following: 

MASON IC HA L L, I'OHl'LAND, May 5, 1896. 
To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine. 

In accordance with the requirements of the Constitution of this Grand 
Lodge, the Comm ittee of F inance have examined the bi lls against this Grand 
Lodge and have passed the same; the accounts of the Grand Treasurer 
have been audited and are found to be correct and properly avouched for; 
the records of the Grand Secretary have been examined and are found to be 
properly kept. 

On page 247 of the Proceedings for the year 1895, the amount carried out 
against the item entitled, •• Cash paid bills of District Deputy Grand Masters 
is '688.17"; and this amount should be $678.17 . The difference of the 
ten dollars should be added to the item of "Cash on hand to balance ac
count, $4,503.44," making that to be $4,513.44. 

The receipts for the past have been as foHows: 

May 7, 1895. Cash on hand in several Savings 
Banks, ... . ....................... . !$5,000.00 

Cas~ on hand in First National Bank, .. 4,513.44 
Receipts for the year, . . .. ...... . ...... 6,555.23 

---- $16,068.67 
Expenditures for the year, ............ $5,674.92 

May 5, 1896. Ca.~h in several Savings Banks,.. . . .. . 5,201.24 
Cash in Portland National Bank, . .... 5,192.51 

--$16,068.67 
The Charity Fund consists of-

25 shares Canal National Bank, ..... . ........ . ........ $2,500.00 
37 sl)ares Casco National Bank, . . ... . ... . .. " . . . ..... . 3,700.00 
14 shares First National Bank, ................ . .. . ... . 1,400.00 
11 shares National Traders Bank, ... . . ... ... . ..... .. ... 1,100.00 
4 City of Portland Bonds, .. . . . ......... . .... .. ... . . . .. 3,500.00 
1 Leeds and Farmington Bond, . . . ... . . . .............. 1,000.00 
1 Town of Brunswick Bond, ........... . .............. 1,000.00 
1 Delaware Water Bond. . .... . ...... . .. . . . ........... 500.00 
1 Denver City Cable R. R. Bond, ......... . " . . .. . . . . . . 1,000.00 
1 Maine Central R. R. Bond, . . .... .. . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . . . 500.00 
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1 City of Columbus Bond, . ......... .. ... . . . . . 
1 MUllcie Watcr Bond, ..... . .. . .... .. . . 
1 City of. Belfast Loan, . . . . .. . ............ . 
3 Hock land Water Bonds, .... ...... . ... .. . . 

500.00 
500.00 

1,000.00 
1,500.00 

Deposited in Maine Savings Bank, ..... .. ....... . . .... 1,976.76 
Deposited in Portland Savings Bank, ..... . 
Deposited in Saco & Biddeford Savings Bank, ..... . 
Deposited in Union Safe Deposit & Trust Co., ... . 

2,056.60 
1,895.02 
1,605.83 

Total aillount in the Charity Fund, ... . ......... ...... $27,234.21 

35 

Your committee can not close this report without calling the attention of 
the Dist.rict Deputy Grand Masters to the great necessity of baving the 
returns of the lodges in the hands of the Grand Treasurer before the 
fifteenth of each month of April, so that he, tbereby, may have time enough 
to properly prepare his reports for this committee without the burning of 
too mnch midnight oil. Furthermore, it would greatly expedite matters 
if those officers would, with their reports, send iu their bills against the 
Grand Lodge, that the same might be paid and out of the way by the last of 
each April. 

The committee recommend for compensation for services for the year 
ending May 1, 1897, the following sUlns: 

To the Grand Treasurer, ....... .' ............. . ....... .. .... . ... $150.00 
To the Chairman Committee on Correspolldence, .......... . . .. ... . 100.00 
To the Grand Lecturer, .... .. .. . . ...... .. .. .. . . .. . . . . . . .. .. . . .. 25.00 

And for the payment of the bond to be given by the Grand Treasurer a 
sum not exceeding $100.00. 

The committee would further recommend that from the amount deposited 
in the several Savings Banks in the hands of the Grand Lodge there be and 
hereby is transferred to the Charity Fund the amounts on deposit in the 
following named Banks: Waterville, Wiscasset, Hancock County, Augusta, 
Brunswick, Skowhegan, Bath Savings Institution and Gardiner Savings 

Institution. 
Fraternally submitted, 

EDWARD P. BURNHAM,} C .t 
01nm~ tee. 

ALBRO E. CHASE, 

The report, and with it the report of the Grand 
Treasurer, were accepted, and the recommendations 
were adopted. 
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PAY HOLL. 

Bro. CHASE, for the Committee of Finance, pre
s~nted the following: 

MASONIC HALL, POIlTLAND, May 5, 189(j . 

. To the M. W. Grand Lodge oj Maine. 
The Committee of Finance, to whom was referred the following motion 

found in the proceedings for the year 1895, page 245, to wit: 
Voted, that the Committee of Finance be instructed to revise the mileage 

schedule and to report at the next annual communication, 
beg leave to report that they have given much time to the consideration of the 
subject matter and are of the opinion that such revision is necessary, from the 
fact that the railroad facilities are now different from what they were when the 
mileage schedule now in use was est.ablished: but, becanse of their inabilit.y 
to ascertain the rates from lodges in towns not upon the direct lines of 
travel, ami becanse the new proposed railroad line along the shore will 
affect many lodges, we ask that the committee be allowed another year to 
complete their investigations, and that the representatives from the several 
lodges call npon Bro. CHASE, of the committee, and ascertain if the rates 
already obtained are correct. 

:Fraternally submitted, 

EDWARD P. BURNHAM,} c . 
ALBRO E. CHASE, omm~ttee. 

The report was accepted, and further time granted, 
as requested. 

A petition was presented from Composite Lodge, 
No. 168, at La Grange, for permission to remove the 
location of the lodge to Howland, a distance of eleven 
miles. It was referred to the Committee on Dispen
sations and Charters. 

A petition was presented from delegates of the five 
lodges in the Second Masonic District, praying for 
authority to use actual candidates at conventions for 
work, instead of substitutes. It was referred to the 
Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence. 
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A petition was presented from Harwood Lodge, 
No. 91, at Machias, praying for a certified copy of its 
charter, the original having been destryed by fire. 
I t was referred to the Committee on Dispensations 
and Charters. 

R~~TURNS. 

The Grand Secretary submitted the report of the 
Committee on Returns which was accepted, as fol
lows : 

MASONIC HALL, PORTLAND, Tuesday, May 5, 1896. 
To the M. W. Grand Lodge oj Maine. 

Your Committee on Returns would report that retums have been re
ceived from all the the Hll chartered lodges, and from the two under dispen. 
sation. 

The following summary shows the comparison with the last foul' years: 

Initiated, ...... . . . .. ... ..... . 878 ...... 838 .. . ... 797 ... . .. 850 . . . ... 831 
Raised, . . .. . .. . . . ... .. . . .... 839 .. . ... 827 ..... . 795 ...... 823 . ..... 837 
Affiliated .... .. ............... 155 ...... 123 ...... 108 .. . .. . 124 ...... ]37 
Re-instated, . . . . .. . . .. .. ...... 85 . . . . .. 63...... 66...... 52. . .... 50 
Dimitted, .. . . .......... . .. . . . . 252 ... . . . 243 ... . .. 240 ...... 224 ...... 209 
Died, ................. .. ... 367 ...... 321 ...... 397 ...... 372 ..... 3fl6 
Suspended, . . . . .. . ... . . . . . . . . . 4 . . . . . . 3 . . . . . . 0 . . . . . . 1 . . . . . . 0 
Expelled, . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . 2 . . . . . . 2 . . . . . . 1. . . . . . 2 . . . . . . 3 
Susp. from membership, . . . . ... 254 . ..... 195 ...... 211 .. .... 207 . . .... 283 
Dep. of membership, ..... , . . .. 28. . ... . 28 .. .... 4 . . . . . . 6 . . . . .. 22 
Number of members, . ...... 21,177 ... 21,487 ... 21,564 .... 21,800 ... 21,053 

Rejected, . . .. .... . ...... . .... 233 ...... 225 ...... 223 ...... 172 .... .. 222 

The number of dimitted has again fallen off. The suspensions from mem
.bership have increased, owing to a healthy cleaning up of lists. The gain 

is 144, equal to two-thirds of one per cent. The death rate is ]6% to the 

thousand. 
The accompanying abstract will show the work in detail 

Respectfully submitted, 

STEPHEN BERRY, t 
GEORGE W. SMITH, (Committee. 
WALTER F. BRADISH. J 
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ABSTRACT OF RETURNS, 1896. 

N. P. Dues. 
.,,; ----

.,,; " 
.,,; .,,; S -c ~ 

.,,; " .,,; " " Nos. LODGES. !: $ fl 
"d 

" 
"d .. -c :: ::: :: ... 

" ~ .:S " .,,; " " .... 
:'§ ij§ :§ ~ " ~ .;; ·Z " 

0- 0 

is " >< " A .:; :.:: < ~ ~ rn r.:I rn 

1 Portland ........ . .. 10 9 4 0 2 6 0 0 2 0 
2 Warren, ..... ..... . . 4 2 1 0 I 1 0 0 0 0 
3 Lincoln, . .. . . .. .. .. . 6 6 0 0 0 2 0 0 4 0 
4 Hancock ..... ... . . ... 1 0 0 1 2 2 0 0 0 0 
5 Kennebec, . . .... .... 7 7 0 2 0 4 0 0 0 0 
6 Amity" ... ......... 4 5 1 0 0 5 0 0 15 1 
7 Eastern, .... . ........ :3 7 0 1 0 5 0 0 26 0 
8 United, .. .......... . 3 3 2 0 1 4 0 0 0 0 
9 Saco, .. ...... ... . .. . 3 3 2 0 0 2 0 0 2 0 

10 Rising Virtue, . ... . ' 3 2 2 1 0 5 0 0 3 0 
11 Pythagorea n, . .. 2 3 0 0 1 (I 0 0 I 0 
12 Cumberland, ......... 0 0 0 0 0 \l 0 0 0 0 
13 Oriental , ............ 8 8 '0 0 I 4 0 0 0 0 
14 Solar, .............. 6 6 2 0 2 S 0 0 0 0 
15 Orient, .............. 3 2 2 0 4 2 0 0 ~ 0 
16 St. George, ........... :l 2 1 2 0 2 0 0 7 0 
17 Ancient Lnndmark, .. 16 17 2 0 3 5 0 0 6 0 
18 Oxford, ..... ...... . :1 4 0 1 0 4 0 0 0 0 
19 Ff'licity, ... 1 2 0 2 0 4 0 0 0 0 
20 Maine" ....... . ..... ::) " 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 co 
21 Oriental Star •...... ' 5 5 8 0 6 5 0 0 7 0 
22 york ............... I I 1 0 4 3 0 0 0 0 
23 Freeport, ..... , ..... ' g 3 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 
24 Phren ix, ..... 1 :l 0 0 (I b 0 0 0 0 
25 Temple, ........... 4 4 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 
26 Villa~e, .... . ....... 1 1 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 
27 Adonirnm, ...... , .... 1 0 , 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 
28 Northern Star,., .... , (l 1 0 0 8 2 0 0 11 0 
29 Tranquil . , ........... 10 10 4 0 1 :3 0 0 0 0 
30 Blazing Star, .. ..... 17 17 2 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 
31 Union, .... , ......... 7 7 0 0 2 4 0 0 0 0 
32 Hermon, .0 •. .• .. , 13 13 5 0 3 1 0 0 1 0 
33 Waterville, .... . ... ' 7 6 3 0 2 ;j 0 0 0 0 
34 Somerset, ....... . .. f) 7 I 0 ;\ 4 0 0 I 1 
35 Bethlehem, .... .. .. . l7 16 4 1 4 5 0 0 5 0 
36 Casco, .. , . . ' ........ 

,. 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 .J 

37 Washington, .. 4 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
38 Harmony •.... , . ... ' 7 5 0 1 2 2 0 0 0 0 
39 Penobscot •...... . ... 7 6 3 0 0 2 0 0 1 0 
40 Ly!!'onia •............ \-) 12 0 0 3 2 0 0 0 U 
41 Morning Star •..... . . 6 4 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 
42 Freedom, ... . .... .... 1 1 0 0 0 I 0 0 0 0 
43Alnn •........ . . , .. , ::) 3 0 1 I 2 0 0 i 0 
44 Piscataquis •.. . 5 7 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 2 
45 Central, ..... ' . . ... 1 I 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
46 St. Croix •....... .. , 2 1 1 0 2 3 0 0 0 0 
47 Dunlap. ' ...... .... 8 8 2 2 1 5 0 0 0 0 
48 Lafayette ............ 0 I 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 
49 Meridian Splendor . . .. 2 2 J 0 2 2 0 0 J U 
50 Aurora, .... . . o ••••• 9 9 4 I 0 gj 0 0 18 1 
51 St.. .J ohn·s, . ... .... .. , 8 8 1 0 0 0 0 10 0 
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52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 
79 
80 
81 
82 
83 
84 
85 
86 
87 
88 
89 
90 
91 
92 
98 
94 
95 
96 
97 
98 
99 

100 
]01 
102 
103 
104 
105 
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Lodges. I In·1 R·I A·I R·I D·I D·I s·1 E·IN~r lJnes.! Mem. I l{. 

Mosaic, ... .. . .... . 6 7 1 0 
Rural •... . . .. . . '0 ' 5 5 0 1 
Vassalboro, . ...... 2 2 0 0 
:Fraternal, ... . ... . . 7 7 0 0 
Mount Moriah, .. . . 1 1 0 ' 0 
King Hiram, ...... 0 2 0 0 
Unity, .. .. .. . . . .. . 1 1 0 0 
Mt. Hope, (eh. 8ur. ). . " . " . . . .. . 
Star in the East , . . . 6 I) 0 1 
King Solomon's, . .. 3 3 1 0 
King David ' s,. .. . . 3 6 0 0 
Richmond, .. . .. . . . 3 4 1 0 
P acific, . . . . . .... .. 10 9 0 0 
Mystic, .. ... ... . . . 3 5 0 0 
Mechanics', . .. . . .. 3 3 1 0 
Blue Mountain , ... . 3 3 0 1 
Mariners', . . . . . . . . . 3 3 0 0 
Howard, . .... .. .. . 1 4 0 0 
Standish, . .. . . .. .. 0 0 0 0 
Rising Snn, . .. . ... 5 6 0 1 
Pioneer, ... . ... .. , 1 3 1 0 
Tyrian, . . . . . . . . . 6 5 2 2 
Bristol, . ... . . .. . . 5 5 0 1 
Plymouth, . ..... . . 0 0 0 0 
Arundel, . . . . .. . . . 2 1 0 0 
Tremont, . ... . . .. . 3 5 0 1 
Crescent ........ . .. 1 1 0 0 
Rockland, ...... . .. 8 8 2 4 
Keystone, . .. . .. . . . 8 6 0 0 
Atlantic, . ......... 5 6 0 1 
St. Paul' s, .. . . . . . . 4 6 3 0 
St. Andrew' s, . . ... 15 10 0 2 
Eureka, .... . .. . . .. 7 9 2 0 
Star in the 'Vest, . . ] 1 0 0 
Temple, . . ..... .... 3 3 0 1 
Benevolent, . . . . . . . 0 0 0 0 
Nal'l'agnagus, .. . .. . 2 2 0 0 
Island, . . . . . .. . . . . . 2 2 0 0 
H. A bU'f, (ell . r ev.). . " . ' .. . . , . 

Harwood, . .. . . . ... 2 2 0 1 
Siloam, ..... ... ... 14 13 1 0 
Horeb, . . .. ... . . ... 5 3 0 ] 

Par is, . . . . . .. . . .... 7 5 1 0 
Corinthian, . .... . .. 1 0 0 0 
Monument, ... .. ... 12 13 0 0 
Bethel, . .... . . . . .. 2 9 1 0 
Katahdin, .. . . . . .. . 0 0 0 0 
Vernon Valley, . ... 1 1 0 0 
J efferson ,. . .. .. ... ] 0 0 0 
Nezinscot , .. ... .. .. . 3 3 0 0 
Marsh River, . . . ... 4 3 0 0 
Dresden, . . . . .. . . . . 2 3 0 0 
Dirigo, . ...... . . ... 0 1 0 0 
Ashlar, .. . . .. .... 15 17 4 0 

0 4 0 0 
1 0 0 0 
5 0 0 0 
2 0 0 0 
1 2 0 0 
0 2 0 0 
0 0 0 0 

.. . .. . . " ... ... 5 0 0 ., 
3 4 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
1 0 0 0 
3 3 0 0 
1 2 0 0 
0 2 0 0 
1 1 0 0 
0 3 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
0 2 0 0 
0 1 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
3 6 0 0 
0 2 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
1 3 0 0 
1 4 0 0 
0 2 0 0 
2 3 0 0 
O · 2 0 0 
3 7 0 0 
0 4 0 0 
2 13 0 0 
2 3 0 0 
0 ] 0 0 
1 2 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
2 3 0 0 
0 1 0 0 

. .. ... .. . . .. 
1 3 0 0 
0 3 0 0 
1 3 0 0 
1 2 0 0 
0 2 0 0 
1 2 0 0 
0 4 0 0 
0 1 0 0 
1 1 0 0 
1 4 0 0 
0 ] 0 0 
0 1 0 0 
2 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 
0 1 0 0 

2 0 
4 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

. ... . .. .. 
14 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

I i) 0 
[) 0 
0 0 
0 0 
7 0 
0 0 
0 0 
8 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
4 0 
0 0 
0 0 
1 0 
3 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
4 0 
2 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

.. . .. . . .. 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
3 0 
0 0 
0 0 
1 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
3 0 

153 
44 
65 
76 
47 
85 
54 

. .. . . . 
174 
112 
96 

119 
!:l9 

119 
81 
85 

101 
110 
62 
83 
65 

211 
13:3 
69 
59 

l:H 
131 
288 
106 
263 
194 
211 
112 
103 
](j:{ 
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78 
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164 
148 
131 
104 
79 
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79 
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67 
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70 
46 
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Nos. Lodges. /111. 1 R., A. / R.I D.\ D. I s. \ E. INs P. DD~s'l Mem., R. 
o 0 125 1 
o 0 47 0 

106 Tuscan, .. ..... .... 6 6 0 \ 1 31 0 0 0 
107 Day Spring, ....... 4 4 
108 Relief, (ell. rev.) ... ... . .. ..: .. ~ .. ~ \ .. ~ .. : .. : ... 
109 Mount ](ineo, ..... ... 2 ., 
110 Monmouth, .... ... 2 2 002200 

11 0 151 0 
3 0 97 4 

111 Liberty, .... .... . , 0 0 0 0 2 2 0 0 1 0 100 1 
112 Eastem Frontier, .. 3 1 3 0 3 2 0 0 o 0 101 0 
113 Messalonskee, . . .. . 2 1 1 0 3 3 0 0 J 0 91 1 
114 Polar Star, . .. .... . 6 6 0 1 I:i 2 0 0 14 0 2:30 :3 
115 Buxton, ....... . .. 2 2 0 1 0 3 0 0 o 0 95 0 
116 I"ebanon, .. .. . ... . 1 1 0 0 1 3 0 0 :3 0 81 2 
117 Greenleaf, .... . . . . [) 5 3 2 2 2 0 0 o 0 182 1 
118 Drummond, ....... 1 1 0 0 2 1 0 0 
119 Pownal, ........... 8 8 2 0 0 2 0 0 
120 Mednncook, (ell.sl·.) ... ... . .. ... ... . . . . .. ... .., 
121 Acacia, .... ...... . S 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 
122 Marine, .... .. .. .. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
123 :Franklin, ... . ...... 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 
124 Olive Branch, .. ... 3 3 0 0 4 0 0 0 

o 0 51 0 
o 01 93 0 

.~ .. '~ I " .;~~ ~ 
(j 0 79 0 
o 0 76 0 

125 Meridian, ..... .. . . f) 4 0 0 3 5 0 0 2 0 104 2 
126 Timothy Chase, .... 1 1 0 0 1 2 0 0 o 0 140 0 
127 Presnmpscot, ... · . 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 o 0 92 0 
128 EggeJlloggin, .... · . a 3 0 1 1 2 0 0 1 0 88 0 
129 Quantabacook, . . · . 3 5 ] 0 1 0 0 0 o 0 107 0 
130 Trinity, . ... . -., . . 3 1 0 0 4 2 0 0 o 7 97 1 
]31 Lookont, .. .... . , ] 1 0 2 0 1 0 0 o 0 33 0 
132 Mount Tire'm, ..... 2 2 0 0 1 3 0 0 o 0 79 0 
133 Asylum, .. .. .. . o. 0 0 0 1 2 1 0 0 1 0 58 0 
]34 Trojan, (consol'd) . . ... ... . .. ... '" ... . .. . .. ... ., .. . .... . . . 
135 Riverside, ... ... ... 2 3 1 0 3 1 0 0 0 0 108 0 
136 Ionic, (cit. SUI' .) .. .. .. . ... ... ... . .. ... ... .. , ... . .. . ..... 
]37 ](enduskeag, . ... · . [) 5 1 0 3 4 0 0 0 1 94 0 
138 Lewy's Island, .. . . . 1 1 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 112 0 
139 Archon, ..... . ' . .. 0 0 0 ] 3 1 0 0 4 0 45 0 
]40 Monnt Desert, ..... 4 4 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 110 0 
141 Augusta, ...... .. 17 18 7 0 7 ] 0 0 0 0 22] :3 
142 Ocean, . ... .. ...... 2 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 46 2 
14:~ Preble, ....... .... 5 8 0 (J ' 0 1 0 0 2 0 84 8 
]44 Seaside, ..... . ..... 12 13 1 0 ' 2 1 0 0 0 0 142 1 
145 Moses Webster, .... 3 3 ] 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 Hl2 5 
146 ~ebasticook, ....... 2 0 1 0 1 2 0 0 7 0 91 1 
147 Rvening Star, ...... 4 3 2 0 2 1 0 0 0 3 82 0 
148 Forest, ...... ..... 1 2 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 111 0 
149 Doric, ... .. . . .... 4 4 1 0 2 1 0 0 1 0 103 1 
150 Rabboni, .......... 9 10 2 0 4 1 0 0 2 0 163 2 
151 Excelsior, ......... 3 3 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 46 0 
]52 Crookerl River, .. . . 2 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 87 0 
153 Delta, .... ........ 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 68 0 
] 54 Mystic Tie,. . .. . .. 2 3 0 0 0 1 0 0 
155 Ancient York, ..... 6 6 1 ~ I 0 2 0 gl 156 Wilton, .... .... .. 3 2 0 0 2 0 
157 Cambridge, .. ... . 3 3 0 

~ \ 
2 2 0 

11 
HiS Anchor, .... ... · . 1 1 0 1 ~I 0 
] 59 Esoteric, .......... ]8 16 2 0 0 

0 0 61 0 

gl 0 105 5 
0 111 3 

gi 
0 75 0 
0 40 0 
.0 165 4 
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Nos . Lodges. lIn. , &.1 A· I R. I D· I D· ls., E. INsp·lJtes·1 Mem· 1 R. .. 
160 Parian, ...... . . ... . 3 [ 3 0 ~ I 0 2 0 0 0 0 90 1 
161 Carrabassett, . ..... 1 1 1 1 2 0 0 0 0 94 1 
162 Arion, .. ........ .. 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 56 0 
163 Pleasant River, .... 6 G 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 1 87 2 
164 Webster, ... .. ..... 1 1 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 51 1 
165 Molunkus, ...... . . 4 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 49 0 
166 Neguemkeag,. . . .. 5 5 3 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 39 0 
167 Whitney, . ... . .. .. 3 3 3 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 78 1 
168 Composite, .. . ..... 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 59 0 
169 Shepherd' s River, . . 2 2 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 41 0 
170 Caribou, .. .. . .... . 7 7 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 100 0 
171 Naskeag, .. . . .. ... 3 3 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 69 0 
17:2 Pine Tree, .... .... 2 3 0 0 3 1 0 0 0 0 124 0 
173 Pleiades, .. .. ..... 5 [) 0 0 0 5 0 0 0 ~I 

126 2 
174 Lynde, .. . ... . . ... 3 I 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 65 0 
175 Baskahegan, . . .. .. 2 2 1 ::\ 0 2 0 0 0 0 108 0 
176 Palestine, Consol'(l. .. . .. . .. . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . " .. .. " . .. . ... 
177 Rising Star, ....... 0 0 1 0 2 2 0 0 2 0 67 0 
178 Ancient Brothers', . 3 :) 1 0 1 I 0 0 0 0 130 0 
179 yorkshire, .... .... 3 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 ] 0 64 3 
180 Hiram, .... .. .. . o. 8 10 1 0 1 2 0 0 () 0 157 3 " 181 Reuel Washburn , .. Co nSQ lid ett ell . .. . . . . . . .... ... .. . .. . 
182 Granite, . ... ••• • o. 1 I 0 0 0 0 0 0 , 1 0 81 0 
183 Deering, ... : . . .. . . 9 10 1 0 2 2 0 

~ I 
0 0 188 0 

]84 Naval, .... . ", . .. :2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 71 0 
185 Bar Harbor, ....... 5 5 1 0 1 !I 0 0 0 118 3 
186 Warren Phillips, .. . 11 14 1 0 0 0 

gl 
0 0 150 1 

187 Ira Berry, . ........ 5 2 1 0 1 

11 

0 1 0 54 0 
188 J onesport, . . . . .. .. 6 8 1 0 1 0 0 0 90 0 
189 Knox, .. . .. . .... . 1 I 0 0 1 0 

!I 
1 0 56 0 

190 Springvale, . ••.• o. 3 4 0 0 1 0 0 0 76 0 
191 Davis, .. . ... .... .. 5 5 0 0 1 0 0 4 0 87 0 
192 Wiuter Harbor, .... 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 85 0 
193 Washburn , .. ..... 2 2 0 0 1 1 0 0 [) 0 49 2 
194 Euclid ... . ...... .. 14 II 0 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 102 1 
195 Reliance, .. .. ..... 10 10 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 118 1 
196 Bay View, ........ 8 6 1 .0 ] 0 0 0 0 0 54 0 
]97 Aroostook, .... .... 14 14 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 79 5 
H)~ St. Aspinquid, .. ... 2 5 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 44 0 
199 Bingham, . ... .... . 8 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 67 4 

Col"mb!., ". 0" '1 3 1 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 28 2 
Mt. Bigelow, u. D.,.--= 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 17 2 

8371137 50 20;) --- [----
831 366 0 3 283 2221,953 :222 

CLOTHING. 

Bro. CHASE, for the Committee of Finance, reported 
as follows: 

MASONIC HALL, PORTLAND, May 5, 1896. 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge oj .Maine. 
The Committee on Finance, to whom was given the duty to provide new 
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clothing for this Grand Lodge, in accordance with the motion in the pro
ceedings for the year 1895, p~Lge 249, have given their attention to that 
matter and found themselves placed in a position out of which they could 
not readily see their way. They were instructed to procure new clothing 
of the description prescribed in the constitution, and yet there was left for 
the action of this Grand Lodge at this session certain amendments to the 
constitution, looking tc a change in those requirements therein provided. 

In view of this situation, your committee did not think that any purchase 
should be made by them. But the committee have made such progress in 
the ma.tter that if the Grand Lodge shall, at this comn;"unication, determine 
this vexed question, it would not be a very long t ime before the clothing 
determined npon could be furnished. 

Fraternally submitted, 

EDWARD P. BURNHAM, } C .tt Oll!nH ee. 
ALBRO E. CHASE, 

The report was laid on the table. 

GREECE. 

A communication from the Grand Lodge of Greece 
was presented, and was referred to the Committee on 
Masonic] urisprudence. 

LANSDALE. 

A photograph of a diploma issued by Lodge 358, 
meeting at the Golden Anchor, Artichoke Lane, 
London, (now Sincerity Lodge, No. 174,) dated 22d 
N ovem ber, 177 I, to Thomas Lancaster Lansdale, was 
received from Bro. JOHN MARSHALL BROWN, and ac
cepted with thanks. 

Thomas Lancaster Lansdale was the eldest son of Isaac and Eleanor Lans
dale, amI was born at " Enfield Chase, " the famil y estate, in Prince GeOl'go's 
Co., Maryland , Nov. 10,1748. 

In 1780 he was a Captain in the 4th Regiment of the 2d Maryland Brigade, 
and was commissioned Major in the" Maryland line," to date from Feb. 

19, 178l. 
.From letters ill the possession of his descendants it appears that he was 

favored with the confidence and affection of Washington. 
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While at winter quarters in New Jersey, in 1781, he met at the residence 
of Col. Van Horne, on the Raritan, Cornelia, his second daughter, whom he 
married the following year. 

This certificate became the property of his daughter Violetta, who mar
ried Samuel Sprigg, Governor of Maryland, then of her daughter Sally, who 
married Mr. Wm. Thos. Carroll, of Washington, then of her daughter Alida, 
who married General John Marshall Brown, of Portland, Maine. 

MISSISSIPPI PROPOSITION. 

Bro. DRUMMOND, for the Committee on Masonic 
] urisp rudence, reported as follows: 

IN GRAND LODGE OF MAINE, May 5, 1896. 
The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, to which was referred the 

proposition of the Grand Lodge of Mississippi to establish among the Grand 
Lodges uniform rules in relation to jurisdiction over rejected candidates, 
ask leave to report. 

The rule proposed by the Grand Lodge of Mississippi has been rejected 
by so many Grand Lodges that there is n~ hope of its becoming a uniform 
rule, and, therefore, your committee do not deem it exped ient to discuss it. 

In justice to its distingnished author, however, we should say that some 
of the objections to it arose frol1l a misapprehension of its meaning. 

The reasons, which caused the Grand Lodge of Mississippi to propose this 
rule. exist to-day and are stronger than ever before. The question of juris
diction over rejected candidates threatens to disturb the relations between 
the Grand Lodges of this country, and the danger of such disturbance grows 
more imminent as the years roll on . It has already caused dissensions and 
protests, and it is on ly because some Grand Lodges do not ha ve " the courage 
of their convictions" or are will ing to endure what they deem a wrong 
rather than disturb the harmony of the craft, that a disruption of masonic 
relations between some of our sister Grand Lodges has not already taken 
place. Such disruption must surely come, and it is only a question of a 
brief time when it will come, unless some common understanding is reached 
in relation to this matter. Our own Grand Lodge is not exempt from this 
danger. Your committee, therefore, have deemed it important to examine 
the whole question and submit the result to the Grand Lodge. 

Strange as it will appear to the masons of Maine, the first questiou is, 
" What is the meaning of the action of the lodge in balloting upon tbe 
petition of a cand idate, especially in case of a rejection?" Astonishing as 
it is, it is uevertheless a fact that the theory recently advanced is that a re
jection means no more than that some member of the lodge, for reasons of 
his own, does not desire the candidate to become a member of his lodge; 
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they were kept back he went on in the course which he had marked out and 

called upon the Grand Lodge to take action i'n relation to the wilful dis

obedience of the parties who refused to surrender the property of the lodge. 

Moreover, he received a petition from the minority of the lodge for the return 

of the charter. The charter was accordingly returned, and the lodge starts 

out again" with renewed vigor and full of hope for future prosperity." 

We trust that the lesson, which was well deserved, will have its proper 
effect. 

In conclusion he refers eloquently and feelingly to the celebration of the 

sixtieth anniversary of the reign of "our most gracious Majesty the Queen." 

The Grand Secretary reports that on account of the surrender of two war

rants and the depression in business, the total membership had fallen off 
twenty-fonr. 

The reports of the District Deputies show a very good condition of the 
lodges and the almost universal prevalence of harmony. We note that one 

of them speaks of "the prescribed plans of work," and says that the scar

city of those" plans" has caused a great drawback in esta.blishing perfec

tion in the work. This is a new phrase to us, but we presume it means 

what in other jurisdictions are known as "ciphers." He instructed the 

workmen that it was illegal and unmasonic to draw" private plans," but he 

adds: 

"At the same time, I must assert, with all due respect to the powers that 
be, that it is unreasonable to expect business 'men, widely separated from 
ellch other in country places, to attain that proficiency in the work to which 
thpy should attain without proper forms of procedure to go by. Nor can 
exactness and uniformity be preserved without these forms. If Grand 
Lodge had declared that they should not be used at all, the case would be 
somewhat different, but-as it has allowed them to be in existence-some 
method sbould be adopted to give possession of these plans to those entitled 
to use them; otherwise, the duties of the Worshipful Master cannot be per
formed according to sections 2 and 3 on pllge 70 of the constitution, and the 
alternative must be imperfect building or assimilation to that of a neighbor
ing jurisdiction. After five years of importunity, Killg Solomon succeeded 
in getting one more plan by imploring, by beseeching, by insistance as an 
absolute necessity and by the payment of $3.00. The Wor. Master, Rt. 
Wor. Bro. S. H. Edey, Present Grand J. Warden, made personal and per-' 
sistent effort or he would not have been successful. I believe Eddy and 
Argenteuil are in a worse cdndition still. I would respectfully suggest to 
this M. W. Grand Lodge that while proper care is strictly required to be 
observed and the plans are compelled to be kept in rigid security, some 
method should be adopted whereby our lodges may be properly equipped 
without such vexatious delays as those to which we-in this district-have 
been forced to submit." 

The statement in relation to "King Solomon" at first caused us to think 

that·oUl' Right Worshipful Brother had gone back a·good many years for a 

precedent, but further examination satisfies us that that was the name of a 

lodge and noi of the old King so often spoken of in Freemasonry. 
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provided otherwise, or any masonic writer held otherwise, until within less 
than forty years, it has escaped the notice of your committee after as care

ful and minute examination as we have had the time and means to make. 

Bnt as this proposition has been vehemently denied, with a confidellce 

born apparently of intuition rather than of an examinat ion of the authorities, 
your cOlllmittee deem it important to state the result of our examination. 

In the first place the masonic jurists of the last generation were unanimolls 

in their statement of the law, precisely as we have just given it. 

JOHN W. SIMONS, in his work on" Masonic Jurisprudence," (1804) says: 
"It is the duty of the committee not on ly to satisfy themselves that the 

candidate is in possession of the necessary qualifications, but that he has 
not previously ' been rejected by any other lodge; for in that case, he could 
not be received (without the consent of the rejecting lodge, and not even 
then, ) till after the lapse of a certain time provitied for in the local regula
tions of the several Grand Lodges, six months in some, one year in others. 
The reason for this may be found in the fifth of the Ancient Charges: 
'None shall discover envy at the prosperity of a brothel', 11 01' supplant him, 
or put him out of his work, if he be capable to finish the same; for no man 
can fini sh 'another's work so milch to the Lord 's profit, unless he be thor
oughly acquaillted with the designs and draughts of him that began it.' 
Practically, however, it arises from the necessities of multipl ied lodges and 
jurisdictions. Its int,ention is, not only to preserve harmony among the 
lodges, but to shield the craft against the wiles of improper persons, deter
mined to force themselves upon it at all hazards. In lIin ety··nille cases out 
of a hundred, tile rejected candidate and his friends feel that a grievous in
justice has been done him , and, in the spirit of human nature, set a bout the 
rliscovery of some means of retaliation. Without stopping to point out the 
unjustifiable and unmasonic nature of such proceedings, it is only necessary 
to say, that a lthough, in some cases, there may he injustice-for masons arc 
not devoid of failings-it must not be forgotten tbat the ballot, being 
'stnctly ancl inviolably secret,' we cannot lawfully inquire into the cause of 
rejection, and can, therefore, only deal with it as a fact for which we are 
1I0t responsible. Moreover, it is always of greate1' importance that the craft 
should be protected against the admission of improper material, and that 
peace and harmony should be preserved in th e lodge, than it is that a ny 
man, however distinguished, should be adm itted to its privileges; hence the 
legal delay can never work harm, nor can there be any sh,tdow of injustice 
in alluwing the lodge to which the application was first made, and that thus 
acquired jllrisdiction, to retain it, till time and investigation shall have con
vinced them of the propriety of their first act, or of its reversal, 011 the pre
sentation of a new petition. Mistakes are common to all men and bodies of 
men, and it does sometimes happen that a black ball is cast in er1'or, as in a 
case of mistaken identity; but this does not alter the fact of the rejection, 
1101' is there any remedy but the presentation of a new petition when the 
proper tillle has arrived." 

Dr. MA CKEY, in his work on Jurisprudence (1859) , says: 

" When a candidate for initiation into the mysteries of Freemasonry has 
been rejected in the manner described in tbe last chapter, he is necessarily 
and consequently placed ill a position towards the fraternity which he had 
not before occupied, and which position requires some examination. 

" In tbe first place, there can be no re-consideration of his application on 
a mere vote of re-consideration by the lodge. * * .. 

• , In the next place, he can apply to no other lodge for initiation. Having 



Proceed£ngs Of the [May, 

been once rejected by a certain lodge, he is forever debarred the privilege of 
applying to any other for admission. This law is implicitly derived from 
the regulations which forhid lodges to interfere with each other's work. 
The candidate, as I have a lrnady observed, is to be viewed in ourspecnlalive 
system as 'material brought up for tile building of tbe temple.' The act of 
in vestigating the fitness or nnfitness of that material, constitutes a part of 
masonic labor, and when a lodge has commenced that labor, it is considered 
discourteous for any other to interfere with it. This sentiment of cour
tesy, which is in the true spirit of Masonry, is frequently inculcated in the 
anc ient masonic codes. Thus, in the Goth ic Constitutions, it is laid down 
that' a brother shall not supplant his Fellow in the wor\;:'; the' ancient 
charges at makings,' adopted in the time of James II, also direct that' no 
Master or Fello·w supplant others of their work'; and the charges approved 
in 1722 are sti ll more explicit in directing that none shall attempt to finish 
the work begun by his brother." 

CHAInES W. MOOR'", of Massachusetts, WILLIHI P. MI'LU~N, of Missis
sippi, and WILLIAM S. ROCKWELl" of Georgia, held to the same views. To 
these nallles might be added others, but the fact that the leading masolls of 

Massachusetts, New York, South Carolina, Georgia alld Mississippi held the 

same views upon this question, shows conclusively the consel~SUS of masonic 
opinion in the time when they lived. 

Turnillg HOW to the codes of masonic law in tbe different jurisdictions, we 

find the same rule almost universally prevailing until within a few years. 

It would be beyond the limits of this report to give a full report of the 

law and · usage in the different Grand Lodges in the Un ited States, from 

their organization; but the following is sufficient to show what the law 

formerly was: 

ALABAMA, 1856. A rejected candidate cannot be received by any lodge 

without the consent of the rejecting lodge. 

ARIZONA, 1884. See California. 
ARKANSAS, 1875. "A rejected candidate for initiation cannot be accepted 

by any other lodges without the consent of the lodge which rejected him." 

CA LU'ORN I A, 1883. And her daughter Grand Lodges, Nevada and Arizona, 

make rejection a bar for one year, after which the lodge wh ich has territo

rial jurisdiction, can receive him. 

COLoRAno, 1888. Same as California; but cannot. apply within the year 
to any other than the rejecting lodge without its unanimous consent. 

CONNECTICUT. In 17{)5 this Grand Lodge adopted the following regula

tions: 

"Hesolved, That if a candidate for initiation shall make application to be 
admitted into any lodge within the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, when 
his usual place of residence is nearer to another lodge than that to which he 
shall so apply, his name, if the lodge direct, may be entered on the books; 
a.nd it shall be the duty of the Secretary of said lodge to comIllunicat.e in
formation in writing, without delay, of such application, to the Secretary 
of the other lodge, and request of him to know whether there is any objec
tion from that lodge to the adm ission of tbe applicant. And if it shall be 
determined in open stated lodge, that there are any real objections to his 
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person 01' character, which determination shall be had by ballot, in the same 
way as for the initiation of a candidate; then it shall be the indispensable 
duty of the Secretary of the lodge last mentioned, forthwith to transmit a copy 
of the proceed ings of said lodge on this subject, to the Secretary of the lodge 
to whom appl ication was first made, and tbe applicant shall not be ad
mitted. And no candidate, under the circumstances above mentioned, shall 
be initiated within the term of three months from and after the time he was 
first proposed. This will not be considered as affecting any person living 
within the limits of a town where there is a regularly establi shp,cl lodge, 
though he may be nearer to a lodge in another town, anything to the con
trary notwithstanding. 

" Resolved, That whenever a candidate for initiation is proposed to any 
lodge within the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, and not accepted, it shall 
be the duty of the Secretary, as soon as may be, to communicate informa
tion thereof to the Grand Secretary, to be by him transmitted to the several 
lodges in this state. Provided, nevertheless, that no commnnication is to 
be made of anyone who should be rejec ted merely on account of non-age." 

In 1801, a lodge complained to the Grand Lodge that another lodge had 

initiated a candidate living within the limits of the complaining lodge 
who had been previonsly rejected by it, and that these facts were known to 

the other lodge. The other lodge was summoned to appear before the 

Grand Lodge, but at the hearing it was found that the accused lodge did 

not have knowledge of the rejection and was, in consequence, only censured. 

In 1807, a vote of a lodge was unanimously adopted prohibiting a certain 
man from visiting the lodge and declaring that they would not treat him as 

a m3.-~on on accoun t of "the vileness of his character" : a statement accom· 

panied the vote, that he had been rejected by the lodge, but had gone to 
New York and been initiated: therenpon the Grand Secretary was directed 

to notify all the lodges" that they may consider and treat him as expelled 

from the mason ic society . " 
DIlLA WAIU~ , 1888. May apply to same lodge after one year. 

DJS'l'llIC'I' OF COLUMB IA , 1888. Cannot be received by another lodge till 

after one year, and tben only with the consent of rejecting lodge by a two .. 

thirds vote. 
FLORIDA, 1885. Rejection a bar for one year and no longer. 

GEORGIA, 1891. The old law still in force. 

IDAlia, 1886. Rejection a bar for six months only. 

ILr~ INOIS, 1845. The following report was adopted by the Grand Lodge: 

"Your committee are of the opinion that it would be a wholeRome rule 
for this Grand Lodge to observe, that no candidate who has been once re
jected Rhould be balloted for in the same lodge, unless there be present all 
who were present at the time of his rejection: and not in another lodge in 
this jurisdiction in less than twelve months, and not thereafter, without per
mission of the Grand Master and of the lodge which rejected him." 

INDIANA. In 1824, Zif Lodge complained to the Grand Lodge that Abrams 
Lodge of Kentucky had initiated oue of its rejected cand idates. The com

plaint was referred to a committee, which reported the following resolution, 
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which was adopted by the Grand Lodge, which directed a copy of it .to be sent 

to the Grand Master of Kentucky, with the request that Kentucky should 

also adopt it: 

"Re~olvecZ, As the opinion of this Grand Lodge, that it is unmasonic for 
any lodge working under the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, to initiate any 
person applying for the same, when it shall he known to such subordinate 
lodge that the candidate has been rejected by another lodge, without the 
consent and approbation of the lodge by which he was rejected." 

This resolution was published as a general regulation, and was published 

in 1845 as "having yet the force of law." How much longer it was in force 

we have 'not ascertained. 

INJ)JAN TERIUTORY, 1887. Cannot apply to the rejecting lodge till after 

one year: we do not find any provision in relation to other lodges. 

IOWA, 1844. No lodge can" act upon the petition of anyone who has at 

any time before been rejected, except all the members shou ld be present 

who acted in the instance of the rejection, or by special dispensation of the 

Grand Lodge." 
KANSAS, 1855. Same as California; but in 1889, a petition to the same 

lodge can be received after six months. 

KENTUCKY. The Grand Master replied to the Grand Lodge of Indiana, 

that he had no knowledge of the letter till he saw it in the Proceedings: that 

the followiug rule had been adopted" as early as 1818" : 

" After a candidate has been rejected by one lodge, he cannot knowingly 
be received by another without the unanimous consent of the lodge which 
rejected him." [Indiana Heprint, p. 183. 

In view of the fraternal character of the response, the G rand Lodge of 

Indiana voted not to press the complaint further. 

We do not know how long this law was in force, but we do .find that this 
G rand Lodge published the names of rejected candidates down to 1851. 

Why? 

LOUISIANA, 1893. No other lodge can receive a petition unless it is rec

ommencZed by five members of the rejecting lodge, among whom must be at 
least two of the chair officers. 

MAINE, 1844. No other lodge can receive a petition unless it is recom

mended by the Master and Wardens an<;l three other members of the reject

ing lodge. 
MARYJ~ANO. Only by consent of rejecting lodge. 

MASSACHUSETTS. Same as Maine, as far back as we can trace the law 

and usage. 

MICHIGAN, 1890. Not without the unanimous consent of the rejecting 
lodge. 

MINNESO'rA, 1887. Hejection a bar for six months only. 
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MISSISSIPPI, 1891. Lodges have perpetual jurisdiction over all rejected 
candidates for initiation. 

MISSOURI, 1882. A bar for one year and no longer. 
MONTANA, 1887. Only by consent of rejecting lodge by a three .. fourths 

vote. 

NEBRASKA, 1857. "No lodge shall initiate into the mysteries of the craft 
any person whomsoever, without first being satisfied by a test, or otherwise, 
that the candidate has not made application to some other lodge and been 
rejected; and if it shall appear that he has been rejected, then the lodge 
must be satisfactorily convinced that such rejection has not been on account 
of any circumstances that ought to preclude him from the benefits of 
Masonry; otherwise, the interdiction is positi ve and peremptory." 

NEVADA. See California. 
NEW llAMPSHIRE, 1869. Only by COUsellt of rejecting lodge by a unani

mous vote. 
NEW MEXICO. Bar for one year only. 
NEW YORK, 1894, and always. Only by consent of rejecting lodge by a 

majority vote. 
NORTH CAROLINA, 1888. Bar for one year, and the by-law seems to 

assume that the petition will be presented only to the same lodge. 
NORTH DAKOTA, 1889. Bar for six months and no longer. 
OHIO, 1882. Only by consent of rejecting lodge by unanimous vote. 
OKLAHOAIA, 1893. Not at all within six months: and after that only by 

consent of rejecting lodge. 
OREGON, 1895. "No petition shall be entertained by any lodge in this 

jurisdiction from an applicant who has been previously rejected by any 
lodge, without the consent of the lodge which rejected him. " 

PENNSYLVANIA. Rejecting lodge has perpetual jurisdiction. 
RHODE ISI,AND, Adopted March 5, 1802, a revised constitution, drafted 

by THOMAS SMITH WEBB, which provides that" No petition shall be 
received in any lodge from a person, who has previously been rejected in 
another lodge, unless it be accompanied with a recommendation granted by 
a unanimous ballot of the members present at a regular meeting of the lodge 
in which such rejection may have occurred; but no lodge shall grant such a 
recommendation, nor any motion made for that purpose, in favor of a candi
date who has been rejected by more than two votes. " 

SOUTH CAROl,INA. Now and always, rejecting lodge has perpetual juris
diction. 

SOUTH DAKOTA. Bar, only for a limited time; presumably the same as 
in North Dakota. 

TENNESSEE, 1842. " No candidate for initiation, who shall be rejected 
by any lodge under this jurisdiction, shall be eligible to a second recom-

4 G. L. 
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mendation in the lodge in which he was rejected, or any other lodge under 
this jurisdiction, until the expiration of twelve months, unless the bIOther 
or brothers objecting shall, in open lodge, withdraw his or their objections." 

This was inserted in the revised constitution and is the first and earliest 
departure from the old law that we have found. 

TEXAS, 1878. A rejected candidate can apply to another lodge only by a 
waiver of jurisdiction by the rejecting lodge, and a refusal to waive is a 

second rejection. 
UTAH. Bar, only for a limited time. 
VERMoNr, 1887. No constitutional provision; but a decision in 1886 that 

a rejection is a bar for one year and no longer. 
VIRGINIA, 1880. Rejected candidate cannot apply to a.ny lodge until 

after one year, and thell only to the rejecting lodge, if he resides in its juris
diction; he cannot apply to a lodge having jurisdiction concurrellt with the 
rejecting lodge. 

W ASHlNGTON, 1888. Cannot apply till after one year, and lodge cannot 
accept until it has notified the rejecting lodge, asked for information, and 
waited ninety days to receive it; and if received, must give it weight. 

WEST VIRGINIA, 1885. "Nor shall any lodge entertain the application 
for the mysteries of Freemasonry of anyone who has been rejected in any 
other lodge, without the written consent of such lodge." 

'VISCONSIN, 1886. Rejection a bar for one year and no longer. 
WYOAIlNG, 1872. Cannot apply to same lodge within six months: Ne

braska rule as to other lodges. 
The dates above given, except when otherwise stated, indicate the date of 

publication of the Constitution or Code of By-Laws to which we have had 
access. 

In nearly all the jurisdictions, lodges have been required to notify the 
other lodges, either directly or through the Grand Secretary, of all rejectiulls. 
This requirement is not now so universal as formerly, many Grand Lodges 
requiring the petitioner to state in his petition whether he has ever been re

jected or not, deeming this preferable to sending out notices of rejections. 

Formerly, also, some Grand Lodges published rejections precisely the 
same as suspensions and expulsions, but this was objected to on the ground 
that, while it was important that the public should know that unworthy 
masons had been suspended or expelled, the rejection of a candidate concerns 
only the craft, and, therefore, that notice to the craft is all that should be 
given; and after an animated discllssion, running throngh several years, the 
practice was abandoned, we believe, by all the Grand Lodges that had ever 
adopted it. 

In many of the jurisdictions, moreover, it is expressly enacted that allY 
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mason who shall knowingly recommend for, or assist in, the initiation of a 
rejected candidate, without the propel' consent, shall be expelled. 

It is thus seen, that formerly the overwhelming preponderance of opinion, 
usage and law was, that the rejected candidate could only apply to the re
jecting lodge or to some other with its consent, while some held that he 
could a,pply only to the rejecting lodge. 

While several of the Grand Lodges have modified the old law, and the 
younger Grand Lodges have adopted a limitation of time, all the Grand 
Lodges, w'itlwut a single except'ion, place a rejected candidate under a dis
ability for a longer or shorter time, which only the rejecting lodge can remlJve 

DUllING THAT TIME, when it can be removed at all. This disability is the 
consequence of the rejection, which is, under masonic law, the decision of the 
lodge that the candidate is then unfit to be made a mason. It is precisely 
similar to the decision of a lodge when it suspends or expels a mason, that 
he is not fit to remain a mason; he has the same privilege as the rejected 
candidate; he can apply to the same lodge for restorat.ion, When a mason 
is suspended for a definite time, he is restored to his masonic rights at the 
end of that time, precisely as if he had never been suspended; when he is 
suspended for an indefinite time and is restored by his lodge, he then re
sumes his masonic rights to the same extent; so in case of rejected candi
dates, when the time, dnring which his disability lasts, has expired, he is 
restored to the same condition in which he was before he applied, and can 
petition again precisely as if he had never been rejected; and if the time is 
indefinite, he is restored only by the action of the lodge which rejected him. 

It has been argued that Masonry has no jurisdiction over a profane. This 
proposition is utterly absurd on its face, or else is inapplicable to the ques
tion under discussion, according to the meaning given to it: because the 
moment the lodge receives a peWion from a profane, he is under the juris
diction oli the lodge: he cannot withdraw it, if the lodge has jurisdiction, 
withont the consent of the lodge, and in most jurisdictions that consent can 
be given only to an accepted candidate. If the petition is received by the 
lodge and it has jurisdiction, the candidate mnst nndergo the ordeal of the 
ballot and abide the result. 

We conclude, therefore, that the rejection of a candidate is a masonic 
decision that he is then unfit to be made a mason, and, precisely like a sus
pension, the disability follows him wherever he goes, and continues for the 
time for which, under the law, it was imposed. 

The next inquiry is, ought the decision of the lodge to be perpetual, to be 
removed only by the rejecting lodge? 

It is held by some that the law is a landmark and cannot be changed; 
but if a lodge may waive jurisdiction over its accepted work, and allow 
another lodge to finish it, either on its own account or on the account of 
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the first lodge, as seems to be universally conceded, and is in accordance 
with usage, it would seem that it might also waive its jurisdiction over its 
rejected material: moreover, this subject has been, certainly for about one 
hundred years past, one of Grand J.odge Regulation, and we are of the 
opinion that sucb is tbe correct masonic law: this conceded, it follows tllat 
each Grand Lodge may enact for its own jurisdiction such law as it deems 
the good of the craft requires. 

The fact, that a rejected candidate is allowed to apply again, conclusively 
establishes the presumption of masonic law that he may become tit, or show 
r,hat he is fit to be made a mason. It is now th e almost universal law, at 
least in this country, and ought to be everywhere, that a candidate shall 
apply where he is best known, and this is assumed to be the lodge nearest 
his home. It is evident that this law applies with equal force to rejected 
candidates, when they apply a second time. In this country, where men 
frequently move from their childhood's home, and make a new one in a 
place so distant that his old neighbors have little or no kn0wledge of him 
thereafter, it would follow that those among whom he lived in his new 
home, ajtel" suJJkient time, would become the best judges of his fitness to 
be made a mason: this is, also, true of different localities in the same state. 
It, therefore, follows that the disability caused by rejection should be con
troiled by the rejecting lodge for no longer than a reasonable time, and, 
therefore, that its continuance should be limited to a reasonable length of 
time. Of course, the length of time is absolutely immaterial in cases in 
which the cand idate remains within the jurisdiction of the rejecting lodge. 

What then is a reasonable time? 
Here we regret, that the arguments advanced by many who have dis

cussed this question, require us to call attention to the principles upon which 
this inquiry should proceed. It goes without saying that the good of the 
craft and the welfare of the Institution should be the absolutely controlling 
elements in the determination of this question. It sbould also be remem
bered that both of these have been injured by the admission of unfit mate
rial more than by all other causes combined. But in many quarters this 
question has been discussed as if every profane had a right to be made a 
mason, unless the frfLternity, taking the barden upon itself, should show 
affirmatively that the candidate is unfit to be made a mason. This has not 
been the language or sentiments of the fathers in this jurisdiction in their 
exhortations to "Guard well the outer door," and we are constrained to 
believe that it is confined to a few whose zeal in behalf of rejected candi
dates has caused them to forget that their first and paramount duty is to 
the craft. 

That "due inquiry" into the character of a proposed candidate is en
joined by necessary implication in the Ancient Charges, by express enact-
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ment in the Old Regulations, in the charge to a Master at his installation, 
and in the universal masonic law, all admit theoretically, but we regret to 
say that the tendency practically is to ignore it. The desire, for various 
reasons, to increase our membership, has led to such a relaxation of the duty 
to·" make due inquiry" as to allow the admission of a largflly increased 
number of unfit men. "Confidence is a plant of slow growth" is only a 
form of saying that a man's true character cannot be discovered in a day. 
When a man grows up in a community, his neighbors are able to make 
"due inquiry" into his character in a brief time, because they have the 
true basis for a decision-a good knowledge of his character. But when a 
man comflS a stranger into a community, a year is an exceedingly brief time 
within which a correct judgment of his fitness to be a mason can be de
termined. Certainly a year is an unreasonably short time within which to 
determine the fitness of a man to be made a mason, who COlDes from a dis
tant place with the disability of rej ection upon him. 

It would seem to require no argument to prove that the same rule ought 
not to be applied to a man who grew up in the community, a mau who 
comes a stranger into the same community, and a man who comes there not 
only a Rtranger, but also under the ban of rejection by a lodge in the place 
where he had lived. 

Your committee believe that one year is an unreasonable time, danger
ously short, within which to limit the disability of a rejection: and that a 
man shonld be required to show by his daily conduct for a longer time that 
he is fit to be a mason, unless he can have the concurrent judgment of the 
lodge which rejected bim, and the lodge within whose jurisdiction he has 
lived for the time required in order to enable him to make application, or 
the lodge to which he applies, when he applies to one in whose jurisdiction 
he does not reside. 

Our own Grand Lodge has fixed five years as a reasonable time for the 
continuance of the disability, unless removed by the concurrent action by 
unanimous vote of the two lodges: while the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts 
has fixed seven years, unless the Master and Wardens, and three other 
members of the rejecting lodge, after notice to the lodge of the application, 
and time for presenting objections, shall give the party a recommendation to 
the other lodge. This last rule is not open to the objection that one mason, 
and perhaps an unworthy one, can keep . out of the fraternity a good luan. 
'1'0 secure uniformity, we have no doubt that the Grand Lodge of Maine 
will recousider its action, and adopt any reasonable rule that will protect 
the welfare of the craft. 

But there is another question, out of which the danger of disturbing the 
fraternal relations of Grand Lodges with each other, more directly arises. 
While the preponderance of decision is that the disability of a rejected can-
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Correspondence-South Carolina. 

The Mayor of Charleston, who was a Past Grand Master , welcomed the 

Grand Lodge, it is said, in a felicitous and eloquent address, to which the 
Grand Master appropriately responded, which we may well believe, although 

we have to regre t that they are not given in the Proceedings. 

In his address the Grand Master, CLAUDE E. SAWYEH, says: 

" It is gratifying to be able to report that there haR been no unpleasant
ness whatever in our relations with other bodies, and so fa r as I can learn , 
none with them, except there seems to be some commotion in the Grand 
.Jurisdiction of Ohio about the so-called' Cerneauisill. ' It seems that another 
Grand Lodge has sprung up in that state, and is organizing lodges cl,timing 
a llegiance to the Cerneau Grand Lodge. So far as I can leal'll there is little 
d ifference between the esoteric work of the two, as I am assured by the Cer
neau masons th at men raised in their lodges are received in fu ll fellowshi p 
in the old lodges by s imply renouncing their allegiance to the Cerneau body. 
The Grand Lodge of Ohio classes them with clandestine masons, a nd some 
t rouble Illay yet arise when these Cernean masons come to visit in other 
jurisdictions. ' It is only my intention to mention the matter here, as I do 
not know that we are called upon to do lllore than remem bel' that there is a 
schism in Ohio. I will s imply add that I have received the arguments of 
the Cer:;eall body, which, I may say, are very strong with one exception, 
and that is that when mell were obligated in lodges holding charters from 
the Grand Lodge of Ohio they bound themseh 'es to obey its Constitution, 
by-laws, rules and regulations. But, at the same t im e, I cannot see what 
Mastel' Masons have to do with the so-called higher degrees. If Cerneauislfl 
is not Masonry where can there be :ll1y greater obj ection to a Mastel' Mason 
joining a Cem ean lorlge than for him to join the Knights of Pythias1 A 
few years ago a reverend brother traveled a round conferring five so-called 
degrees which he denominated the' Pilgrim Knight,' and yet 1 CRnnot see 
that any harm was done to Ancient Cr;aft Masonry by his new degrees. 

" When I cOllle to speak of the condi t ion of the c rait in our own jUl'isclic
t.ion, I deem it my duty to say that it is not as satisfact.ory as we could 
reasonably desire it to be." 

We think if our M. W. brother would visit Ohio, he would find tll,tt thc 

statement that men raised in these clandestine lodges a re received in full 

fellowship by the old lodges, by simply renouncing their allegiance to the 

Cerneau body, is not true. The reply to his suggestion, is that whilc Cer

neauism is nO·L Masonry, it pretends to be, and pretends to work as (( 1Iwsonic 
ul'yanization, and this pretense or cla im is the ground of interference by the 

regnlar Grand Lodge. We have a very strong suspicion that if a man should 

organize a body in Charleston and claim that it was a masonic lodge, oUl' 

M. "V. brother would scarcely wait for the meet ing of t he Grand Lodge 

before he would denounce it and warn the brethren against it. 

The Grand Master had been decidedly busy and had had a la rge numbcr 

of applicat ions for dispensations, some of which he granted and some of 
which he refused. He makes a ve ry strong ami · valid argument against 

granting dispensations to hurry a man into M.asonry just because he is about 

to go on a journey or change his residence into some other locality. He 

made qu ite a number of decisions, several of them based upon local law, but 
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ency was pointed out, amended their laws as soon as may be, but whether 
all have yet done so we cannot tell. 

Your committee arc, therefore, of the opinion that the initiation of a re
jected candidate, before he is relieved from the disability imposed by the law 
of the jurisdiction in which he was rejected, is a violation of the law binding 
upon all Gmnd Lodges, precisely as the initiation of a mason suspended or 
expelled in another jnrisdiction would be. 

Such is the decision of many of the Grand Lodges, which have enacted 
that no candidate rejected in one of their lodgp.s ami made a mason in 

another jurisdiction, without the proper consent, shall be recognized as a 
mason by the lodges or masons of their several obediences. Some, when 
such cases come to their knowledge, issue edicts to all the masons in tbe 

jurisdiction, denouncing the party as a clandestine mason, and declaring 
any mason holding masonic communication with him liable to expulsion. 

Of course this is denounced in the jurisdictions in which rejected candi

dates are admitted. They claim that these candidates are made masons in 
a regular lodge, and therefore are entitled to recognition everywhere, and 
that the edicts, to which we have referred, are in violation of masonic law. 

This argument does lie in the mouth of some of them, for they have a 
law that if a resident of that jurisdiction goes to another and gets admitted, 
he shall not be recognized as a mason without the consent of the lodge in 
whose jurisdiction he resided, or, in some, by the permission of the Grand 
Master. 

But the proposition that" a person made a mason in a lawful lodge is a 
regular mason," has limitations. If the candidate was absolutely ineligible, 
his making is void; the making heals irregularities, but does not make a 
mason of one who cannot be made a mason. We have no doubt that every
where the admission of an expelled mason would be held utterly void: in 
those jurisdictions in which a rejected candidate is ineligible, his admis
sion is held to be utterly void, precisely as if he had been an expelled mason. 

These diverse views show more forcibly than any words of ours could 
show, the imminent danger of wide-spreading dissension and the conse
quent necessity of the taking of measures to secure uniformity of legislation 

anent this subject. 
It was objected to the" Mississippi proposition" that it was to be a treaty 

between the Grand Lodges, and objectionable on that account; while we do not 
understand that it was so intended, we desire to prevent the interposition of 
that objection, and therefore desire it to be understood that we suggest legis-· 
lation of a uniform character in the different jurisdictions. 

In our judgment, the basis should be the recognition of the disability of 
rejected candidates according to the law of the jurisdiction in which the re-
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others that have been given in other jurisdictions and are of no special in

terest to us in Maine. 

As the representative of our Grand Lodge, he presented the resolutions as 

requested by us, and adds; 

"1 shall not express my illllividual opllllon upon this matter as I have 
dOlle that heretofore, but it gives me pleasure to be able to serve the Graud 
Lodge of Maine which I have the honor to represent. " 

We have no doubt whatever that if the :tdoption at our resolutions de

pended upon the good will of himself and his brethren, towards us in Maine, 

t.hey would have at ODce been adopted, but the Grand Lodge holds that the 

law of perpetual jurisdiction is a landmark a na that they have no' power to 

change it, and , thereupon, could take no favorable action upon our reques t. 

In his Report on COl'l'espondence Bro. IN G LESB1' holds to the same doc
trine, and we should like very much iDdeed to have him give us the rf~asons 

for holding that th is doctrine is:t landmark, because we have beeu unable 

to find any authority for that position in the history of the anCie!lt usages of 

the craft. 
The Grand Master pays a high tribute to the v;tlue of the services of Bro. 

bGLES BY in his office of Grand Secretary. We have been familial' with his 

services for a good many years alld we most heartily endorse the tribute of 

the Grand Mastel'. 

The reports of the District Deputies show that the lodges, as a rule, are 

in a fai l' conaition, but not doing a great deal of work, largely, as we jndge 

from the repons, owing to the financial depr.ession, to which some add, that 
very many of our brethren are enth usiastic members of other Orders and 

give their attemion to those. 
A 1lI0dei code of by-laws was adopted and made obligatory, except as to 

the filling of certain blanks, but it was found that under the constitution 

that could not be done and an amendment to the constitution was proposed 
ill order that these by-laws may be made, . not merely ad visoi'y as in most 

jurisdictions, but Obligatory.' 

The Coltlm ittee on Correspondence spoke in high terms of the review of 

the Proceed ings oi the Grand Lodges by the Grand Secretary, and they will 

II Ot filld many who will take issue with them UpOD th'at point. 

The death of Past Grand Master, JOHN D. ](ENNEDY, was anDonnced and 

an eloquent tribute paid to his memory, from which we attempted to ex

tract, but if we do, we can scarcely do justice ,to it without copying tbe 

whole. In his death the Grand Lodge and :Free Masonry have sustained a 
great loss. He died very suddenly in the fifty-seventh year of his age, bnt 

he had li ved long enough to attach himself very strongly, not only to his 
' masonic brethren, but to all who knew him. 

The following deCision in relation to funerals was adopted : 
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MASONIC HALL, PORTLAND, May 5, 1896. 
To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine. 

The Committee on Library submit the following as their report: 
This year we have had bound about thirty volumes of the reports of our 

sister jurisdictions and it is expected that others will be ready for binding 
the coming year, and we recommend that the committee have the power 
granted then to have bound such volumes as may be completed during the 
year. 

The committee have purchased a few Proceedings during the year, and 
would recommend that a sum, not exceeding thirty dollars, be placed at 
their disposal for the purchase of Proceedings during the coming year. 

The stacks now in the library room have not been disturbed this year nor 
have others been purchased, but as the need to do so may happen this year 
the committee would ask that the authority given tbem last year be con
tinued for the coming year. 

Fraternally submitted, 

AUGUSTUS B. FARNHAM,} 
ALBRO E. CHASE, Comrn·ittee. 
FRANK E. SLEEPER, 

SECOND DISTRICT PETTTION. 

Bro. DRUMMOND, for the Committee on Ma:;onic 
Jurisprudence, reported as follows, which was ac
cepted: 
To the Grand Lodge of Maine. 

Under Section 81, of the constitution, the power to authorize a lodge to 
meet in a town other than the one named in the charter is vested in the 
Grand Master solely. 

JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND, } 

MARQUIS F. KING, Committee. 
HORACE H. BURBANK, 

DOINGS OF GRAND OFFICERS. 

Bro. SLEEPER submitted the following: 
IN GRAND LODG~J, PORTLAND, ME., May 5, 1896. 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine. 

Your Committee on Doings of Grand Officers report as follows: 
We recommend that RO much of the Grand Master's address as relates to 

the death of Past Grand Master DAVID CARGILL, and also that relating to 
the fraternal dead, be referred to a special committee. 
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That so much as relates to the decisions of the Grand Master be referred 

to the Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence. 

That so much as relates to the destruction of charters by fire be referred 
to the Committee on Dispensations and Charters. 

We also recommend that the form of blank certificate presented with the 

report of the Grand Secretary be approved by this Grand Lodge. 

Your committee desire further to express their high appreciat ion of the 

faithful and painstaking labors of the Grand :"Ifaster, as evidenced by his 

able and interesting address, and most heartily commend the same to the 

consideration of the craft. 

Fratp.rnally submitted, 

FRANK E. SLEEPER, } 

WM. R. G. J<~STES, Committee. 
HENRY R. TAYLOR, 

Report accepted and recommendations adopted. 

The Grand Master appointed as a special Com
mittee on Deaths, Bros. ] OSIAH H. DRUMMOND, ED
WARD P. BURNHAM and WM. R. G. ESTES. 

ELECTION. 

At 3 o'clock Past Grand Master HORACE H. BUR
BANK was called to the East. He appointed as a 
committee to receive, sort and count votes, 

1. CHARJ,ES ,V. JONES, HENRY R. MrLL~~TT, "\VM. FREE

MAN LORD. 

II. A){CHIE LEE TALBOT, JOHN BmUtYMAN, C. HAr~E THUlt

LOUGH. 

These committees, having attended to their duties, 
announced the election of the following Grand Offi
cers: 
AUGUSTUS B. FA~NHAM, 

JOSEPH A. LOC KE, 

ALBERT M, PENLEI' , 

BENJAMIN L. HADLEY, 

MARQUIS F. KING, 

STEPHEN BERRY, 

Grand j){aster, 

Deputy Grand Mctster, 
Senio!' Grand Warden, 
Junior Grand Warden, 
Grand Treasurer. 

Grand Secretary, 

Bangor; 
Por.tland; 

Auburn; 

Bar Harbor ; 

Portland; 

Portland. 
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Committee of Finance-EDwAlw P. BURNHAM, Saco; ALBRO E. CHASE, 
Portland; GEORGE R. SIIAW, Portland. 

Trustees of Charity Fund for three years-CnARLEs I. COLLAMORE, Ban
gor; FESSEND.~N I. DAY, Lewiston. 

The report was accepted and the brethren declared 
elected. 

GRAND REPRESENTATIVE. 

R. W. SUMNER]' CHADBOURNE presented his cre
dentials as Grand Representative of the Grand Lodge 
of Canada, and was welcomed by the Grand Master. 

GRIEVANCES AND APPEALS. 

Bro. COLLAMORE offered the following:' 
PORTLAND, M"., May 5, 1896. 

To the M. W . Grand Lodge of Maine. 
The Committee 011 Grievances and Appeals respectfnlly presents the fol

lowil.lg report: 
In the case of Delta Lodge, No. Hi3, at Lovell, against Bro. ERNEs'r H. 

NASON; 
Your committee has been informed by t.he represelltatives of Delta Lodge, 

t.hat t.he papers sent up do not fairly present the case. We therefore rec
ommend that it be sent back to that lodge for a new trial. 

In the matter of charges of gross unmasollic conduct against SHIUEL H. 
HART, a member of Somerset Lodge, No. 34, of Skowhegan, where the 
charges were not brought in his lodge on account of his absconding, and 
whose residence is unknown to said lodge, and the same is brought directly to 
this Grand Lodge ~y the petition of WILLIHI R. G. ESTES, P. G. M., and a 
member of Somerset Lodge; 

Your committee, after examining the evidence adduced, and mature de
liberation on the same, recommend that this Granel I.odge expel SUIUEL H. 
HAIl'I' from all the rights and benefits of Masonry. 

Fraternally submitted, 

CHARLES T. COLLAMOR~ } 
JOSEPH M. HAYF:fl, Cornm'ittee. 
EDWARD P . . BURNHAM, 

The report was accepted, and the recommendations 
adopted. 
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The following resolution was then adopted: 

Resolved, That SAMUEL H. HART is guilty of gross unl1lasonic 
conduct, as set forth in the charge a~d specifications, and that 
said SAMUEL H. HART be expelled from all the rights and bene
fits of Freemasonry. 

AMENDMENTS 1'0 CONST ITUTION. 

Bro. EDWARD P. BURNHAM submitted the follow-

mg: 
GRAND LODGE OF MAINE, May 5, 1896. 

The Committee on Amendments to the Constitution have considered the 
proposed amendment to the constitution submitted by Past Grand 1>Iaster 
ALBRO E. CHASE, and found on page 250 of the Proceedings of 1895, to 
amend Section 34, by providing for the appointment of one Grand Lecturer, 
and your committee recommend the adoption of said amelldment. 

Fraternally submitted, 

EDWARD P. BURNHAM, } C 'tt . omm~ ee. 
A. M . WETHERBEE, 

The report was laid on the table. 

At 4:40 the Grand Lodge was called from labor to 
refreshment until two o'clock Wednesday afternoon. 

--------.. --------

SECOND DAy--AFTERNOON. 

MASONIC HALL, PORTLAND, 
Wednesday, May 6, 1896. 

The Grand Lodge was called from refreshment to 

labor at 2 o'clock P. M. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

On motion of M. W. Bro. SLEEPER, 



Grand Lodge of Mailze. 61 

Voted, That the Committee on Pay Roll be also a Committee 

on Leave of Absence. 

GRIEVANCES AND APPEALS. 

Bro. CHARLES 1. COLLAMORE presented the follow

ing report: 
PORTLAND, May 6, 1896. 

To the M . W. Grand Lodge oj Maine. 
The Committee on Grievances and ApPbals respectfully present the fol

lowing: 
In the case of Rural Lodge, No. 53, at Sidney, against Bro. JHIIlS A. 

BACON, the papers sent up show that the brother was acquitted of the, 
charge, and as there was no appeal, no action is reqnired on the part of the 

Grand Lodge. 
In the matter of the complaint of Saco Lodge, No.9, at Saco, against 

Freedom Lodge, No. 49, at Limerick, for non'payment of money paid for 
the relief of a brother, said to be a member of Freedom Lodge. The Stand
ing Regulation of the Grand Lodge upon such cases reads: 

"No lodge is required to 're-imburse another loclge for expenses voluntarily 
incurred in assisting its members, outside of its jurisdiction, unless at its 
express request." 

Your committee has made considerable effort to get into communication 
with the representatives of Freedom Lodge, thus far without success, but 
we understand that no request was made by that lodge. It seems to your 
committee, that under this regulation the Grand Lodge cannot consistently 
take any action to enforce such a claim. 

Fraternally submitted, 

c. 1. COLLAMORE; } 

JOS. M. HAYES, Committee. 
EDWARD P . BURNHAM, 

Report accepted and recommendations adopted. 

WORK. 

Grand Lecturer SLEEPER was called to the East, 

and Grand Lecturer RAYMOND was requested to inform 

the working lodg~ that the Grand Lodge was ready 
for their entrance. 

A selected working lodge, with Bro. FREDERICK H. 
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THOMPSON, P. M. of Deering Lodge, as Master, en

tered and exemplified the work of the Third degree. 

Grand Lecturer SLEEPER criticised the work, after 
which the Grand Master resumed the East, and 
thanked the working brethren for their excellent work. 

DISPENSATIONS AND CHAHTERS. 

Bro. ARLINGTON B. MARSTON offered the following: 

To the M . W. Grand Lodge of Ma'ine. 
Your Committee on Dispensations and Charters have considered the mat

ters referred to them and beg leave to report as follows: 
In matter of the petition of Penobscot Lodge, No. 30, of Dexter, which 

recently lost all its property by fire, for the Grand Lodge to refund its dues 
for the past year, your committee would recommend that the prayer of the 
petitioners be. granted. 

In the matter of the petition of Composite Lodge, No. 168, of La Grange, 
for permission to change the location of said lodge to Howland, your com
mittee find as follows: Composite Lodge not having the approval of the near
est lodge, as required by Sect. 81 of the Constitution, we recommend that the 
petitioners have leave to withdraw. 

In the matter of the petition of Columbia LOllge, u. D., at Greenville, for 
a charter, your CI)mmittee recommend that the prayer of the petitioners be 
granted. 

In the matter of the petition of Harwood Lodge, No. 91, for a new char· 
tel' to replace the original charter, which was lost by fire March 26th, your 
committee would recommend that the prayer of the petitioners be grallted 
without fee. 

In the matter of the petition of Mt. Bigelow Lodge, u. D., for a charter, 
your committee have given the parties a very full hearing and would report 
as follows: The petitioners have not the recommendation of all the lodges 
whose jurisdiction is affected by the formation of the new lodgE', as required 
by Section 63 of' the Constitution, and believing that the greatest good uf 

the greatest number, and the interests of the eraft as a whole, should be 
consulted, we cannot see that the approval is "unreasonably wiU.held." 
Your committee recommend that the charter be not granted. 

In the matter of the petition of Blazing Star Lodge, No. 30, of Rumford, 
Me., for permission to remove its place of meeting from Rumford Center 
to Humford Falls. The petition has the approval of the D. D. G. M. and 
also the qual'ijied approval of the neareRt lodge, King Hiram, No. 57, of Dix-
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field. But it seems to your committee that the qualification vitiates the 
approval, as in our opinion it carries with it a violation of the Constitution, 
the qualification being tha t the jUl'isdiction shall not be changed by the re
moval. Section 94 of the Constitut ion provides that every candidate must 
apply to the lodge nearest his residence. The change contempla ted would 
move Blaz ing Star Lodge neal'ly six miles nearel' to King Hiram Lodge, and 
while it would not of course affect the jurisdiction of either lodge in its own 
town, it would quite seriollsly affect the jurisdiction of King Hiralll Lodge 
in the adjacent town of M.exico. Believing as we do, that this approval by 
King II iram Lodge, cC)J1taining the above stipulation, is not such an approval 
as is contemplated by Section 81 of the Constitution, your committee reCOll!
mend that the prayer of the petitioners be not granted until the proper con-

sent of the nearest lodge has been obtaiued, but that until the llext meeting of 
the Grand Lodge, Blaz ing Star Lodge be perlllitted to hold its meetings at 
Rumford :Falls. 

Respectfully submitted , 

ARLINGTON B. MARSTON, ) 

ARCHIE LEE TALBOT, t Committee. 
EDMUND H. MALI, ET, JR., ) 

Report accepted and recommendations adopted. 

GRE~~CE. 

Bro. DRUMMOND reported as follows: 

IN GHAI'D LODGE, M.ay 6, 1896. 
The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, to which was referred the com

munication from the Gl'and Lodge of Greece, ask leave to report: 
That that Grand Lodge having revoked the charters of her lodges Pythag

oras and A thena (Minerva), no brethren ba iling from either of those lodges 
should be recognized as regular masons, nor any mason ic intercourse be 

had with them. 
And furthermore, that no credence whatever should be given to any docu

ment., purporting to be masonic and emanating from any self-styled masonic 
power in Greece, bearing the signature of TIMOLEON 1'IIlLIMON as Grand 

Master, or of A. BRISA KIS as Grand Secretary. 
F raternally submitted, 

JOSIAH H. DR UMMO XD, ~ 
MARQUIS F. lUNG, Committee. 
HORACE H. BURBANK, 

Report accepted and recommendations adopted. 
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CLOTHING. 

Bro. LOCKE submitted the following: 
GRAND LODGJ> OF M,III\E, May 6,1896. 

The Committee on Amendments to the Constitution report, that there 
are before them the amendments on pages 51 and 52, of 1894, offered by 
Bros. DRUMMOND and TALBOT, relative to the clothing of officers of Grand 
and Su.bordinate Lodges. Your committee would recommend that the 
amendments offered by Bro. DRUM MONU and Bro. 'fA LIlOT be adopted. 

The Section 35, as amended, would then read as follo~vs: 
"The clothing of a Grand Officer shall be as the Grand Lodge shall, from 

time to time, prescribe. Permanent members of the Grand Lodge shall 
wear the apron prescribed for Grand Officers. 

"An officer of a lodge shall wear ,l blue velvet collar, a silver jewel, and 
white or figured apron." 

:Fraternally submitted, 

EDWAHD P. BUUNHAlVI, } 

JOSEPH A .. LOCKE, Committee. 
A. M. WETHEEBEE, 

Report accepted, and the amendment was unani
mously adopted. 

On motion of Bro. DRUMMOND: 

Voted, That the clothing of the Grand Officers shall be as 
follows: 

The aprons of the Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master and Grand 
Wardens shall be of white lambskin, lined with pnrple, having the emblem 
of his office suitably embroidered in the centre and with other suitable 
embroidery on the edgings thereof, with purple edging and strings. 

The aprons of the other Grand Officers shall be of white lambskin, lined 
with purple, with purple strings and edging. 

That the jewels of the Grand Officers shall be as follows: 
Thatof the Grand Master, the Compasses extended to 450 , with the segment 

of a circle at the points and a gold or metal gilt plate included, on which is 
represented an eye, eradiated, with a triangle, also eradiated. That of the 
Deputy Grand Master, the Compasses and Square united with a fil 'e pointed 
star in the centre. 

That of the Senior Grand Warden, the Level; Junior Grand Warden, the 
Plumb; the Grand Treasurer, a Key; Recording Grand Secretary, Crossed 
Pens; Corresponding Grand Secretary, Crossed Pens; Grand Chaplain, Book 
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with a Triangle; Grand Marshal, Crossed Rods; Grand Deacons, Dove and 
Olive Branch; Grand Stewards, Cornucopia; Grand Sword Bearer, Crossed 
Swords; Grand Standard Bearer, Banner; Grand Pursuivants; a Rod and 
Sword, crossed; Grand Organist, Lyre; Grand Tyler, Sword. 

Each Past Grand Master, Past Deputy Grand Master and Past Grand 
Warden may be distinguished by the jewel prescribed for the office he has 
filled, witb this difference, that such jewel shall be fixed within a circle or 
oval, of gold or metal gilt. It shall be worn over the left. breast. 

The Collars of the Grand Officers shall be a purple velvet collar suitably 

embroidered. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Finance be directed to 
procure HelV clothing and jewels for the Officers of this Grand 

Lodge, of the description prescribed by this Grand Lodge; and 
also a suitable number of aprons for the Permauent Members 
of the Grand Lodge. 

The Grand Lodge was then called from labor to 
refreshment until 9 o'clock Thursday morning. 

---------.. ---------

THIRD DAy-MORNING. 

MASONIC HALL, PORTLAND, } 

Thursday, May 7, 1896. 
The Grand Lodge was called from refreshment to 

labor at 9 A. M. 

GRAND LECTURERS. 

The report of the Committee on Amendments to 
the Constitution, providing for the appointment of 
one Grand Lecturer, laid on the table Tuesday after
noon (see page 60), was taken up, debated at length, 
and finally rejected. 

Bro. JOSEPH A. LOCKE offered the following: 
Ii G. L. 
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MINORITY HEPORT OF COMMITTEE ON AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTiON. 

The minority snbmit the following, and recommend the adoption of the same 
instead of the proposed amendment as presented by Bro. ALBRO E. CHASE. 

SEC. 34. For the purpose of exemplifying the work and lectures in 
Grand Lodge, if required, and of imparting instruction to any lodge requir
ing the ir services (and such lodge shall pay them a reasonable compens~ttion 

therefor) the Grand Master shall appoint two Grana Lecturers. If any 
Grand Lecturer, 60 appointed, is unable to attend to Lhe duties of that office, 
the Grand Master shall have the power to temporarily appoint a competent 
brother to attend to the duties of that office. 

JOSEPH A. LOCKE, ],[ilWl'ity oj Committee. 

The proposition was entertained and referred to 
the Committee on Amendments to the Constitution. 

CHANGES IN DISTRICTS. 

The Grand Master announced the following changes 
in Districts 4 and 21. Felicity and Rising Sun Lodges 
are transferred to the 21st District, while Marine and 
Reliance Lodges are transferred to the 4th District, 
so that the districts will be thus composed. 

District No.4. 

No. 4 Hancock, Castine. 
" 122 Marine, Deer Isle. 

No. 177 Rising Star, Penobscot. 
" 187 Ira Berry, Billehill. 

" 128 Eggemoggin, Sedgwick. 
" 171 N askeag, Brooklin. 

" 195 Reliance, Green's Landing. 

District No. 21. 

No. 19 Felicity, Bucksport. 

" 

" 

40 Lygonia, Ellsworth. 
'71 Rising Sun, Orland. 
77 Tremont, Tremont. 

No. 140 Mount Desert, Mount Desert. 
" 150 Esoteric, Ellsworth. 
" 185 Bar Harbor, Bar Harbor. 
" 192 Winter Harbor, Winter Harbor. 

GRAND REPRESENTATIVES. 

R. W. HERBERT HARRIS presented his credentials 
as Grand Representative of the Grand Lodge of New 
Zealand, and R. W. Bro. HOWARD D. SMITH his as 
Grand. Representative of the Grand Lodge of New 
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Hampshire, and they were welcomed by the Grand 
• 
Master. 

WISCONSIN RELIEF PROPOSITION. 

Bro. DRUMMOND reported as follows: 

IN GRAND LODGE, May 7, 1896. 
The Committee on Foreign Correspondence, to which was referred the 

Circular from the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin in relation to granting relief, 
ask leave to report: 

The object of the circular is to secure the adoption of the following com
pact between the several Grand Lodges. 

"It is the duty of every lodge to take care of its own members in distress, 
wherever they may be. In case of its inability so to do, this duty devolves 
upon the Grand Lodge from which it holds its charter. It being understood 
that in no case is the lodge furnishing relief and asking re-imbursement, to 
go beyond actual necessities, without express authority from the re-imbursing 
body. " 

The proposition is explained ill the circular; were it not, the full scope of 
it would not be understood; indeed, the main feature of it is omitted. To 
understand it, there must be added after the second sentence, "And the 
lodge, in whose jurisdiction such member falls into distress, has the right to 
del,ermine whether su(!h member is in distress, and the amount which his 
'actual necessities' require, and to grant relief accordingly, and have a 
valid claim for that amount against the l odge of which the brother relieved 
was a member, and in case of its inability, against the Grand Lodge." 

The proposition itself, and the reasons given by the committee in support 
of it, would equally give an individual mason the right to re-imbursement 
for any relief which he might, in good faith, afford to a brother; but the . 
committee do not intend this, as the very object of the movement is to sub
stitute "organized charity" for" the old hap-hazard method of individual 
relief without investigation," so far as practicable. But if this proposition 
should be adopted, the right of the individual mason, as well as the lodge, 
to re-imbursement, would soon be established as a matter of course. Indeed, 
the only ground on which the right of the individual could be denied would 
be that he had no call to give the relief, but should have turned the appli
cant over to the" organized charity." 

As will be seen from our general report, this proposition has met with 
little favor: nearly all the Grand Lodges have formally declared that the 
proposition is an innovation in the body of Masonry. The Grand Lodge o~ 
California has endorsed it, but at the very next communication the Grand 
Master announced that one of the lodges was substantially dead; it had been 
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a flourishing lodge, but bad been borne down by the burden of the support 
of one of its members-a duty which that Grand Lodge holds that the lodge 
must perform, even, aR it appears, to the absolute destruction of the lodge. 

The history of this movement shows to what an extent a slight departure 
from ancient usage will ultimately carry us. Re-imburselll ent under some 
circumstances has been approved; but it has opened the door to such utter 
disregard of masonic usage and duty that, aHer mature consideration, your 
committee recommAnd that we return to first principles, and abide there. 

Every Master Mason knows that he is under obligation to relieve a dis
tressed worthy brother to the extent of his ab ility (of which he is the sole 
jndge), and having done that, his duty is performed. According to " the 
original plan of Masonry," this is masonic charity, so far as relief of the 
distressed is concerned. The duty is an individual duty, and it is absolutely 
inseparable from the masonic character; no power on earth can relieve the 
individual mason from this obligation: it is not limited to members of his 
own lodge but it extends to every brother" beneath every clime." The 
original plan never contemplated" organized charity" ; that is "a plant of 
more modern growth" ; just so far as it departs from being merely an a'id 

to the 'ind'ividual ma~on in the performance of his duty, it departs Fom "the 

original plan oj Masom·y." 

When lodges and Grand Lodges began to accumulate Charity Funds, 
they were in tended solely to give more prompt and efficacious relief to any 

distressed brother without regard to his masonic home: in those days a 
suggestion that the charity of a lodge should be limited to its own members, 
would have shocked the craft and been deemed almost an offence against 
Masoury. The earliest charters, which we have seen, did not authorize 
lodges to form" Charity Funds" : later, the charter anthorized the lodge 
" to collect funds for the relief of poor and distressed brothers, their widows 
and children" : but, we believe, no indication can be found in any charter 
or code of laws, that a member of the lodge had a right to ask a preference 
over any other worthy mason, till since the advent of the imitation societies 
which are now so numerous. In 1819, a " Masonic Board of Helief" was 
formed in Boston for the sole purpose of aiding" Stranger Brethren" ; at 
one of its early meetings it adopted a report, from which we take the fol,· 

lowing: 
"Charity, the foundation of our order, should be RO wisely dispensed and 

guarded, that the unworthy, or imposter, cannot obtain a share of those 
funds appropriated for the use of the widow and fatherless, and the poor 
worthy brotller. 

"The poor we have always with us, but charity demands that the worthy 
distressed stranger should have speedy relief, which is consolation to the 
afflicted soul in the hour of distress. " 

This organization continued to exist for over a half a century and ex
pended thousands of dollars, and we believe that during that whole time, 
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no request, or even suggestion, of re-imbursement was ever made. The 
organization of a method of affording relief is very desirable, but it in no 
manner changes the character of gi ving relief : the fact that the relief is 
afforded by an "organized charity," no more entitles it to re-imbursement, 
than the giving of relief by an individual mason entitles him to it. 

It would be a singular doctrine to hold that the creator of a charity, 
educational or other fund, has any more claim or right to it than anyone 
of the class for whose benefit it was created; and Masonry is not obnoxious' 
to the charge of holding such doctrille. UncleI' the law and usage of Masonry, 
dues are paid for the creation of a fund for the relief of any distressed 
member of the Fraternity: the member of a lodge, by his contribution, 
gains no special right to relief from that fund; purchased relief is not known 
to Masonry: a masonic lodge cannot be put under any greater obligation to 
relieve a distressed member than it is under to relieve any distressed brother: 
the test is Brotlwrhood and not Associate Membership. 

Of course, it is natural for a mason to apply first to the brethren of his 
own lodge, preCisely as he would apply to his brothers before he would apply 
to more distant relatives Or friends: if he did not do so, it would natnrally, 

if the lodge was able to relieve him, raise questions as to his worthiness; 
but that gives him no special right. 

'We, therefore, utterly dissent from the conclusion thus stated in this cir

cu)ar: 
"It is not clisputecl that the relief of a distressed worthy brother is a duty, 

devolving either npon the individual mason, or upon the lodge. Itnatumlly 
follows, then. that the brother ll(t.~ n claim jor j'elief and that clnim must be 
upon the lodge " 

Again; the proposition demands an amount of a id, limited only by the 
" actual necessities" of the applicant, without regard to the ability of th e 
party for whom relief is sought: it dec lares in effect that every mason is en
titled to full support for his whole life, if his circumstances require it. But 
the obligation of th e mason to relieve the distressed is limited by his ability: 
and Masonry never contemplated the decision by one brother or one lodge, 
as to the amount which another brother or another lodge is able to give by 
way of relief. While this featnre of the proposition is unmasonic, it is also 
exceedingly dangerous: a lodge is liable to find itself overwhelmed by debt 
without its consent or even its knowledge, and sti ll worse, against its pro

test. 
In these days of rap id commun ication, notice that a mason has fallen into 

distress can be sent so quickly to his friends and his lodge or brethren, that 
the argnment in favor of allowing others to bind them without their knowl
edge, is of little weight. In fact, often the sending of such a notice is sub

stantially all the relief that the brother needs. 
There are three elements in this proposition that your committee regard 
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as violations of fundamental masonic principles: 1. That a mason, by 
maintaining membership in a lodge, purchases the right to relief; 2. That 
a mason is entitled to relief, limited only by his necessities, without regard 
to the ability of those giving the relief; 3. That masons are not members 
of a great fraternity whose duties and obligations are the same to every other ~ 
member; but that masons in every Grand Lodge jurisdiction are an ocia
tiOll by themselves, whom, and whom only, they are under obligation to re

' lieve when in distress. 
If the doctrine of this proposition had prevailed in the past and been ad

hered to, the ~ufferings and losses of members of the craft by pestilence and 
fire would never have been alleviated by their brethren in other jurisdic
tions, as masons, but they would have been referred to their lodges and 
Grand Lodge for any relief other than that common to all their fellow suf
ferers. 

But there is another feature of Masonk Charity which this scheme 
destroys. Masonry teaches that the one who gives is blessed, as well as the 
one who receives. The relief of the distressed expands the heart and quick
ens the affection of the giver towards his fellow men, and especially towards 
the brethren. It promotes the object for which Masonry is cultivated; it 
carries into practice the lessons so forcibly taught in the lodge; it is the out
ward expression of the tenets of the Institution. 

As compared with this, how inexpressibly unworthy of Masol1l'Y is the 
doctrine that relief shall be granted only, or mainly, by "organized charity," 
to which masons contribute in order to create a fund upon which they can 
have a special claim if distress overtakes them, to the exclusion of the 
eqnally suffering and equally worthy brother, who is not of their special 
household. As a scheme to encourage and to cultivate selfishness, to hardell 
the sensibilitieR, and to discourage the exercise of charity and brotherly 
love, it is of great promise; and, therefore, can have no place within the 
scope of masonic principle or masonic practice. 

Your committee recommend the adoption of the accompanying resolutions 
as expressive of the sense of this Grand Lodge. 

Fraternally submitted, 

JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND, ~ 
EDWARD P . BURNHAM, Committee. 
AI,BRO E. CHASE, 

Resolved, That this Grand Lodge cannot accede to tl~oposition of our 
Wisconsin brethren, because it holds: 

1. That every mason is under equal obligation to every worthy brothel' 
to relieve his distress according to his necessity and his own ability; 

2. That the sole claim of a distressed worthy brother for relief grows 
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out of his being a mason, and not out of his having contl'ibuted to the funds 
of a particular lodge; 

3. That the association of masons in a lodge in no manner relieves them 
from their individual obligations, and that when they act as a lodge, their 
duty, and, therefore, that of the lodge, is precisely the same as that of the 
individual mason. 

4. That masonic relief is never purchased or sold, and, the~'efore, never 
creates a debt. 

Bro. ARCHIE LEE TALBOT called the attention of 
the Grand Lodge to th e action of the Chicago Con
gress, and thereupon the committee added the follow
ing to their report: 

The Chicago Congress adopted the following: 

Appeals for A ie!. The conclusIOn of the Congress is, that worthy masons 
are entitled to relief from brethren and lodges wheresoever they may be 
found in need of relief, and that the brE'thren or lodges granti ng such aid 
are not entitled to demand re-imbursement from the lodges in which t hey 
hold their membership, but that when a member of one lodge is relieved by 
another, and the financial s ituation of his lodge is such as to permit, com
mon courtesy and duty alike demann. that it should re-imburse a poorer 
lodge relieving its members. Written or printed appeals for aid which do 
not secure the inrlorsem ent of the Grand Master of the jurisdiction from 
which .they emanate, should be discountenanced. 

We do not fully endorse this" Conclusion" ; if it is once est1tblished as 
law, that" common courtesy and duty" require a lodge to re-imbnrse under 
any ci rcumstances, it opens the door to further and greater departures from 
the old law. We hold, therefore, that it is for the lon.ge in every case to de
termine what it will do; and what it does, it must do, not under the duress 
of law, but of its own free will: and whatever its conclusion, no Ol1 e has 
any masonic right to complain. 

The report was accepted, the resolution adopted, 
and it was 

Resolved, That a suffi cient number of the ResolutIOn, with a 
suitable Preamble, be printed to supply every mason in this 

jurisdiction. 
MASONIC JURISPRUDENCE. 

Bro. DRUMMOND, for the Committee on Masonic 
Jurisprudence, submitted the following: 
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IN GUAND LODGE, May 7, 1896. 

The Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence, to which were referred the 
decisions of Grand Master BUUBANK announced last year, asks leave to 

report: 

1. That the second decision be approved. In order, however, that there 
may be no misunderstanding, your committee desire to add: 

It is now the general opinion that masons do not sufficiently cultivate 
social relations. 

In olden times, it was the custom to have refreshment at every commnnica
tion of the lodge, which, however, was paid for at the time by those who 
were present. 

The old charters directed that the brethren should observe St. Johns 
Days and dine together. The usage was that tickets were sold to pay the 
expenses, but any deficit was made up by the lodge. 

The custom of having refreshments at meetings of the lodges was discon
tinued, on account of abuses, which now could not arise. 

We believe that a return to the old custom would be for the benefit of the 
craft, and that the use of lodge funds, to a reasonable amount, considering 
the circumstances of the lodge and without infringing upon the savings of 
former years, or its ability to relieve distressed worthy brethren, may be 
used for that' purpose. 

2. The fifth decision, that an unaffiliated mason cannot be Imide an 
Honorary Member, is not in accordance with the status which the law of . 
this jurisdiction accords to unaffiliated masons. 

3. '1'0 the sixth, to prevent misapprehension, there should be added: 

This authority is vested in the Grand Master alone. 

4. The other decisions are in accord with masonic usage and the law of 
this jurisdiction. 

JOSIAH I-I. DRUMMOND, for the Committee. 

The report was accepted, and the other matters re
ferred to the committee were continued 111 their 
hands. 

PAY ROLL. 

Bro. LEANDER M. KENNISTON, for the Committee 
on Pay Roll, reported a Schedule, which was accepted 
and ordered to be paid. 
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HISTORY. 

Bro. ALFRED S. KIMBALL presented the following 
report, which was accepted. 
To the M. W. Grand Lodge oj Maine. 

Your Committee on the History of Masonry in Maille determined to make 
an effort to reduce the nnmber of lodges delinquent in the matter of their 
lodge histories. Accordingly, an extensive correspondence was entered 
upon with the District Deputy Grand Masters and others, with the hope 

. that substantial results might be achieved. Our efforts have not been at
tended with success sufficient to be denominated flattering in many cases. 
Our appeals have undoubtedly found lodgment in the waste basket. Our 
labor, however, has not been entirely useless, as some return has been made. 

During the year Oriental Lodge, No. 13, at Bridgton, before reported in 
manuscript, has printed an attractive history of its entire life, dating from 
1804 to 1894. 

Whitney Lodge, 'No. 167, at Canton, has fl1l'nished its history in print to 
1891. 

The history of Northern Star Lodge, No. 28, at North Anson, was pre
pared and printed from the date of its organization in 18H) up to 1870, by 
and under the direction of Past Grand Master ALBERT MOORE, whose memory 
will be ever cherished by this Grand Lodge, and now the son succeeds the 
father, and Bro. BEN MOORE has for his lodge compiled the work in a tasty 
manner to 1890, all in printed forlll. 

Pownal Lodge, No.1 H), of Stockton Springs, presents a printed history 
of 99 pages, from its organization in 1863 to 1892. 

During the present session there has been placed in the hands of the com
mittee a history in manuscript of Blue Mountain Lodge, No. 67, at Phillips, 
from the date of its organization in 1850 to 1872, which fills all breaks here
tofore existing in the history of this lodge, and completes its history to 1891. 

We have also received in manuscript, the history of Mystic Tie Lodge, 
No. 154, at Weld, covering the period from 1880 to 1894, making it com
plete to that date. 

The history of Ancient Landmark Lodge, No. 17, at Portland, is in the 
hands of the Grand Secretary, and will be produced in due time. Many 
others have been promised, but experience has taught us not to particularize 
till the goods are delivered. We cannot too strongly impress upon the 
lodges the great value of full masonic histories aud the importance of com
plyiug with the Grand Lodge regulation ill relation thereto. 

Hespectfully submitted, 

ALFRED S. KIMBALL, } G 'tt onum ee. 
CHARLES W. JONES, 
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FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 

Bro. DRUMMOND presented the Report on Foreign 
Correspondence, in print, which was accepted, and 
permission given to add thereto. (See Appendzx.) 

CONDITION OJ;' THE FRATERNITY. 

Bro. HENRY R. T AYLOR submitted the following: 
IN GRAND LODGE, May 7, 1896. 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge oj Maine. 

Vour Committee on Condition of the Fraternity, ha, ing attended to their 
duties, ask leave to make the following report: 

We note with satisfaction the healtby growth and general prosperity of 
the craft during tbe past masonic year. 

By the tabulated statement of our Grand Secretary, find by the several 
reports of the District Deputies, from whom the details of work and cond i
tion throughout this jurisdiction are mainly derived, continuous prosperity 
is evident. 

But there are a few points t·o which we wonld briefly call attention. 
1st. The attendance upon lodge meetings and social occasions should riot 

be confined exclusively to the one appointed for a Grand Officer's visit. 
2d. Particular instructions have heretofore been urged upon all the 

Deputies regarding lodge histories. Except in four instances that subject 
has not been reported by those officers. 

3d. As all Deputies' reports are printed in our Proceedings, observe this 
cardinal rule: "When writing for the press- write upon one side of the paper 
only," and the compositor" shall arise and call you blessed." 

4th. Ackrlowledgments are made by nearly all the Deputies, for valu
able assistance rendered by the Grand Lecturers, and by holding masonic 
conventions. 

5th. We would call especial attention to the condition of Arion Lodge, 
No. 162, of the 19th Masonic District. 

Evidently in fair financial condition and bolding a considerable sum in its 
treasury, tbe amount of arrearages due from delinquent members exceeds 

$280.00. 
It bas for two years past almost ceased holding commun ications. Its 

bands are idle, and, from its altar, but dimly shine tbe lights of Masonry. 
Among lodges with all their possibilities, and from individual masons, 

witb their opportunities of doing good, our order requires action, work, de
votion, and it may be self-sacrifice, but does not countenance ., drones in 

the bive of Industry." 
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We recommend to the Most Worshipful Grand Master, the advisability of 
appointing a special officer to co-operate with tbe District Deputy Grand 
Master of that district, and, if possible, without uunecessary delay visit that 
lodge and arouse the slumbering fires of its masonic zeal. 

From the review of twenty-four districts, and all have submitted their re
ports, many subjects of interest and information might well be included in 
the report of your committee, were they not conscious that opportunity 
will be afforded later for a general examination of the whole. 

Fraternally submitted, 

HENRY R. TAYLOR, } 
HOWARD D. SMITH, Committee. 
E. HOWARD VOSE, 

Report accepted and recommendations adopted. 

The R. W. Deputy Grand Master, JOSEPH A. LOCKE, 
was appointed to visit Arion Lodge in company with 
the District Deputy Grand Master of the 19th Dis
trict. 

FINANCE. 

The report of the Committee of Finance, respect
ing clothing, laid on the table Tuesday morning, (see 
p. 42) was taken up and accepted. 

THE FRATERNAL DEAD. 

Bro. DRUMMOND submitted the following, which 
w<l;s accepted: 

IN GRAND LODGE, May 7, 1896. 

The Special Committee, to which was referred so milch of the M. \V. 
Grand Master's address as relates to the deaths of M. W. Bro. DA VID CA R

GILl" and R. W. IVORY H. ROBINSON, find that our Grand Master has given 
a full and appreciative account of both of them. 

The veteran of nearly fourscore years, whose genial face has been a con
spicuous object in this Grand LodgA at our annual gather ings during almost 
half that time, and the young and enthusiastic mason whose life began just 
when the other's service in this Grand Lodge began, have alike fallen vic
tims to "the cruel hunter of men. " 
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We recommend that a page in our Proceedings, suitably inscribed, be de

voted to the memory of each. 

Fraternally submit.ted, 

JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND, t 
EDWARD P. BURNHAM, l Committee. 
WM. R. G ESTES, J 

UNFINISHED BUSI NESS. 

Bro. JOSEPH M. HAYES presented the following, 
which was accepted: 

GRAND LODGE OF MAIN]" 

MASONIC HALL, PORTLAND, May 7, 1896. 
Tbe Committee on Unfinished Business report, tbat so far as our knowl

edge extends, the various committees have attended to all matters placed 

in tbeir hands by tbe Grand L odge. 

Fraternaliy, 

.JOSEPH M. HAYES, } 

ARCHIE J, ]m TALBOT, Comm'ittee. 
A. C. THOS. KJNG, 

INSTALLATIO N AND APPOINTMENTS. 

Past Grand Master JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND was 

called to the East, and Past Grand Master ALBRO E. 

CHASE presented M. W. AUGUSTUS B. FARNHAM, the 

Grand Master elect, who was installed, prayer being 

offered by Grand Chaplaiq SUMMERBELL. 

The Grand Master announced the following ap

pointments: 

R.W. CHARLES D. S~lITH, Cm'. Grand Secretary, Portland. 

ALFRED D. SAWYJ<;H., D.D. G.lIf. 1st Dist. , Fort Fairfield. 

WALTER F. BRADISH, 2d Eastport. 

" NEHEMIAH GUPTILL, 3d J onesport. 

JOHN P. SHEPHERD, 4th " Castine. 

THOS. J. PEAKS, " 5tll " Charleston . 

ALBERT J. D URG IN, " 6th " Orono. 

" GEO. P. BILLINGS, " 7th " Clinton. 

RODEL A. PACKARD, " 8th " Northport. 

" FRED M. RICHAUDS, 9th " Camden. 
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R.W. WALTER E. CLARK, D. D. G. M. 10th Dist., Waldoboro. 

HERBERT M. STAIlBIRD, 11th Litchfield. 

:FRANKLIS W'ALKER, 12th Waterville. 

" FRANCIS H. WING, 13th Skowhegan. 

SETH T. SNIPE, 14th Bath. 

" NEWELL P. NOBLE, 15th " Phillips. 

GEORGE W. HOUIES, " 16th Norwa.y. 

l fHAN KLIN R. REDLON, 17th " Portland. 

" JAMES C. AYER, 18th Cornish. 

ISAAC N. H URD, 19th Kittery. 

PITT H. JONES, 20th Springfield. 

EZRA G. MASON, 21st Monnt Desert. 

JOHN H. SHEPHERD, 22d Corinna. 
,. AI Q. MITCHELL, 23d West Newfield. 

FRED G. PAYNE, 24th Lewiston. 

W. & Rev. MARTYN SUMMERBELL, Grand Chaplain, Lewiston. 
ELMER E . NEWBEItT, Augusta. 
WILLIAM A. NEWCOMB, " " Thomaston. 
EI~ MER F. PEMBER, " Bangor. 

" JOHN GIBSON, " C. Elizabeth. 

" WOODBU RY 1'. MERRILL, Berwick. 

W. H UG H R. CHAPLIN, Marshal, Bangor. 

HORA CE MITCHELL, Senior Deacon, Kittery Point. 

JAMES E. PARSONS, Junior Deacon, Ellsworth. 

GEO. O. MITCHELL, .steward, Bucksport. 
JACOB R. STE'VART, Rockland. 
EDWIN F. DAVIES, Castine. 
ENOCH O. GREENLEAF, " Farmington. 
W~1. N. HOWE, " Sword Bew'er, Portland. 
CIIAS. W. CROSBY, " Standard " Kent's Hill. 
W~1. O. Fox, " Pursuivant, Portland. 
EDWIN A. PORTER, " " Pittsfield. 

M.W. ]'nANK E. SI .. EEP.ER, Lecturer, Sabattus. 
W. WALTER S. SMITH, " Organist, Portland. 

WARRt;N O. CARNEY, Tyler, Portland. 

The remaining officers, elected and appointed, who 
were present, were then presented and installed, and 
due proclamation thereof made. 

The Grand Master assumed the East and an
nounced the following 
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STANDING COMMITTEES. 

On Credentials. 
WILLIA~I N. HOWE, CHARLES E. SNOW, HARVEY P. HINCKLEY. 

On Gl'ievances and Appeals. 
CHARLES 1. COLLAMORE, JOSEPH M. HAYES, EDWAIW 1'. BURNI-IAM. 

On Publication. 
FESSENDEN I. DAY, SAMUEL L. MILLER, W. S COTT SHOREY. 

On History. 
ALFRED S. KmBALL, JOHN M. S . HUNTER, CHARLES W. JONES. 

On Dispensations and Charters. 
ARLINGTON B. MARSTON, ARCIIIE LEE TALllOT, EDMUND B. MALLET, JR . 

On Amendments to the Constitution. 
EDWARD P. BURNHAM, JOSEPH A. LOCKE, ALDEN M. WEnn; IlBEE. 

On Masonic Jurisprudence. 
JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND, MARQUIS F. KING, HORACE H. BURBANK. 

On Foreign Correspondence. 

JOSIAH H. DR UMMOND, EDWAHD 1'. BURNH .HI, ALBRO E. CHASE. 

On Condition of the Fraternity. 
HENRY R. TAYLOH, HOWARD D. SMITH, E. HOWAHD VOSE. 

On Librm·y. 
AUG. B. :FAHNI-IAM (ex officio), ALBRO E. CHASE, FJlANI{ E. SLEEPER. 

On Tmnsportation. 
STEPHEN BERRY, "V. FnEEMAN LORD, DA\' JI) W. CAMPB~;LL. 

On Returns. 
STEPIU;N BERIlY, GEORGE W. S~llnl, ALBERT M. A~IF;s . 

On Observance oj Centenn'ial of Death of Wor. Bro. George Washington. 
EDWARD P. BURNHAM; MAI!QIJI S F. ]{ING, Alternate. 

The minutes were then read and approved, and at 
12.25 the Grand Lodge was closed. 

Attest: 

©t~"en C?&e-t'tyJ 
Grand Secretary. 
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~R E PO R TS-y---

OF 

FIRST DISTRICT. 

To M. W. AUG. B. FARNHAu, 

Gmnd Master oj the Grand Loclge oj Ma'ine. 

I have the honor to submit a partial report of the doings of the lodges 
comprising the First Masonic District. 

I have had the pleasure during the year of witnessing the exemplification 
of work in the M. M. degree in all the lodges in the district, with the excep

tion of one, which was in the F. C. degree. 
The work in each lodge was done in an impressive manner and in close 

conformity to the ritual. Very few errors were made and most of those 
were due to slips of the tongue rather than from want of knowledge. The 
officers were earnest and took a just pride in doing correct work. 

There is one matter, however, existing in all the lodges, with one exeep
tiOIl, which is to be regretted. I refer to advancing candidates who have not 
made" suitable proficiency in the preceding degree." In most of the lodges 
very little, if ally, proficiency is required. I believe that if every candidate 
were required to pass an examination in open lodge that it would result in 
more earnest and better masons. To appreciate Masonry one must have 
more knowledge of it than is gained by simply rushing through the degrees. 

A roostook Lodge, at Blaine, is especially to be commended in the character 
and amount of work during the year. Fourteen candidates have taken the 
several degrees, which is quite remarkable considering the financial depres
sIOn which prevails in Aroostook, and that the town is one of smallest in the 
district. In examining their records I was surprised to find that not an 
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elective officer had been absent from his post a single meeting for the whole 
year. 

I had the honor of publicly illsLalling the officers of Caribou and Wash
burn Lodges and privately of Eastern Frontier Lodge. 

In conclusion, I wish to exprcss Illy gratitude to the officers and members 
of the several lodges in the district for the courtesy shown me, and to you, 
Most Worshipful, for the honor of my appointment. 

Fraternally submitted, 

Fort Fairfield. A. D. SA WYEll, D. D. G. J[. 1st J[. D. 

SECOND DISTRICT. 

To M. W. AUG. B. FARNHAM, 
Gmnd };faster of the Gmnc.l Lodge of Maine. 

In conformity to the constitution and custom, I herewith present my first 
annual report as District Deputy Grand Master of the Second Masonic Dis

trict. 
During the year I have visited each lodge in the district, and it gives me 

great pleasure to report that harmouy and good will prevails. 
Although as a whole we have not had a great amount of work we are not 

retrograde, only waiting for a demand for" more light," and this we know 
will be made when business becomes better. 

My first official visit was to Crescent Lodge, at Pembroke, on Thursday 
evening, October 10th. On this occasion I was accompanied by Bros. A. W. 
CLARK, Past District Deputy Grand Master, and WIH~ELER C. HAWliES, 
both members of Eastern Lodge of this city. The attendance at this meet
ing was not as large as expected, and many of the prominent officers were 
absent. This of course had a damaging effect on the work of the Third de

gree, which under these unfavorable circumstances was well performed, 
those of the officers who were present showing much proficiency and in
terest, which it would be well if the other brother officers would emulate. 
After the work I made such suggestions and corrections as seemed advisable, 
which readily met with the approval of the lodge. Records are neatly kept 
and the treasury shows a handsome balance on hand. At the close, refresh
ments were served which were very much enjoyed. 

On Tuesday, December 3d, I received a petition from Bro. MERlULf. D. 
LA.WRENCE, of Red Beach and sixteen other Master Masons, residents of 
Robbinston and Red Beach, praying for the formation of a lodge to be 

located at Hobbinston. As this petition had received the sanction of Cres-
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cent and St. Croix Lodges, whose jurisdictions have been concurrent over 

this territory, in due time, together with such information as many inquiries 

would naturally bring forth, I approved the action of the petitioners and 

placed the mattcr in the hands of the Grand Mastel'. [Withheld by Grand 

Mastel' at request of petitioners. ] 
On Thnrsday, December 12th, I attended the lodge of instruction at Ban

gor, over which H. 'N. Bro. HAYMOND, Grand L ecturer, presided. Much 
valuable information was received. 

Wednesday evening, January 1st, I commenced my labors for the year 

by visiting Washington Lodge, No. 37; at Lubec, and pnblicly installing their 

officers. This occl\:'iion, like many others in thc past, was rendered the more 

enjoyable in consiileration of the presence of many of the wives and families 

of the members. An elegant collat.ion, followed by an entertaining pro

gramme, consisting of music and amusements, concluded the evening. 

On Thursday"January 23d, the annual convention of the lodges in the 

Second Distr ict convened at Masonic Hall, Eastport. One hundred and 
fifty members of the various lodges were present. I herewith append the 

report of Bro. IIWINE CASE, of Washington Lodge, firmly believing the craft 

generally must be benefited by its perusal. 
"A convention of the lodges F. & A. M. of the Second Masouic District, 

was held with Eastel'll Lodge, No.7, at Eastport, Thursday, January 23d. 
At 2 .P. M. the convention was called to order by District Deputy Grand 
Master WAL'I'J;R F. BltA DISIl, assisted by Past District Deputy MOSES TAIT, 
Junior Grand Warden of the Grftnd Lodge of Maine . 

.. A lftrge delegation was present from St. Croix, Crescent, Washington and 
Eastern Lodges-Lewy's Isla nd Lodge not being represented. After a 
short a,ddress by the District Deputy in relation to the good results arising 
from these conventions, and the benefit to the different lodgcs, it was COI1-
ceded that the conventions of the Second District were here to stay. Some 
questions relative to the mode of condllcting conventions were freely dis
cussed and the next convention was appointed to meet with St. Croix Lodge, 
at Calais. . 

"The District Deputy then announced that the work ou the E . A. degree 
would be exemplified by Washingtou Lodge, of Lubec. W. M. H. G. Mc
BRIDE was called to the clmir, and the lodge was duly organized and pro
ceeded with their work, which was done in the usual manner. 

"The District Deputy criticised the work in a very brotherly manner, and 
congratulated its Master on the able and effic ient manner in which he con
ducted the work of this degree. Eastern Lodge furnish ed the candidate for 
this degree, for which they received the hearty thanks of Washington Lodge. 

"St. Croix Lodge was then called, and exemplified the work of the F. C. 
degree. Unfortunately uone of their officers were present except the S. W., 
and the work was conducted by volunteer officers, and under the circum
stances no officers could have conducted the business in a more satisfactory 
manner. 

" The convention was then called from labor to refreshm ent and repaired 
to the Washington Street Baptist Church, where a banquet was spread by 
tile ladies of the church. Judging from the beaming countenances around 
us it was fully appreciated. 

" The convention resumed labor at 8 o'clock, when Eastern Lodge was 
called and conferred the Master's degree. 'Ve noticed a very marked de-

6 G. L. 
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gree of skill in tbe work of this lodge, aud it is ev ident that they as well as 
other lorlges are profiting by these conventions. . 

" After some interesting remarks by the Deputy and others, the good 
wishes and good nights were exchanged and the brethreu separated at a 
seasonable hour, well pleased with the convention of 18%." 

Wednesday, Feb ruary 5th, again found me with the brethren of Wasb
ington Lodge, at Lubec, nearly a doze n members of Eastern Lodge accom · 
panying me on this pleasant trip. Work of the evening, the Third degree. 
Two simple words express it all, "Well done." As the members of this 
lodge are cOlltinually seeking" more light, " numerous questions were asked 
and answers given. I trust the brethi'en were gratified to an extent equal
ing my own. 

Monday, April 6th, visited St. Croix Lodge, at Calais. The attendance 
was not as large as was desired. W. Bro. GARDNER in the chair. As there 
was uo work to present, the evening was spent in a social manner, many ques
tious being asked and answers given, also suggestions made. St. Croix is 
particularly lucky in l1aving, as one of its members and const.ant attendants, 
R. W. MOSES TAIT, who, evincing his great interest in the order, has worked 
up from the lower stations step by step, until it was our great pleasure to 
assist in placing him in the South of the Grand Lodge. With such guard
ians as these it is impossible tbat St. Croix should materially err. Tbe rec
ords, in the hands of Bro. MOltuELL, are correctly kept, and the treasury 
shows a handsome working balance. The attention showu me by officers 
and members was indeed gratifying. 

Tuesday evening, April 7th, at Princeton, where I spent a very profitablp, 
evelling with the brethren of Lewy's Island Lodge. There being no candi
date, work was exemplified on the E. A. degree in a very creditable manner. 
The return to the Mastership of Bro. B. :F. CII A UllOU HNE is sufficient proof 
and guarantee that· the future welfare of the lodge has been prudentially 
determined. Attendance satisfactory. Hecords accurately kept and treas
ury shows a handsome balance on hand. 

I consider myself under another tie to Bro. TAIT fo r accompanying me 
from Calais; his presence had a most cheering influence on the members of 
Lewy's Island. 

Eastern Lodge, No.7, is my masonic home, and modesty forbids that I 
should comment too freely. Having attended most of the meetings, I have 
noted with much pleasure the correctness of the rendering of the ritual by 
the officers, and the interest mallifest by the members. 

My offic ial visit occurred Thursday evening, January 23d, (convention even
ing) when the Master's degree was conferred in more than a satisfactory 
manner, sufficiently so to cause our Junior Grand Warden to remark of its 
excellency, "that he had never seen better since the recent changes in the 
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ritual were made." Records, as usual, well kept by the hands of our veteran 
Secretary, N. B. NUTT. 

On all occasions, whether visiting or not, I have taken the liberty to give 
such instructions and make such corrections as I thought necessary. 

And now, Most Worshipful, permit me to thank YOll for the great honor 

you have conferred 011 me by this appointment, sincerely trusting that the 
"broaci mantie of masonic charity may be thrown around my foibles, what
ever they lllay have beeD." If erring, it has been from the lips, not the 
heart. 

To the officers and members of the lodges in the district I am very grate
ful for fraternal attentions shown. 

Very truly yours, 
WALTER F. BRADISH, D. D . G. ]f. 2d M. D. 

THIRD DISTRICT. 

To M. W. AUGUSTUS B. FARNHAM, 

Grand ~Master of the Grand Lodge of Ma'ine. 

I have the honor herewith to submit the anDnal report for the Third 
Masonic District. 

I have visited each lodge in th is district once during the year. Jonesport 
Lodge I have vi&ited twice, and have attended most of the meetings of 
Pleiades Lodge during the year. The lodges are in good working condition, 
and a greater interest has been awakened in several of the lodges, by the 
holding of the annual convention . The records are systematically and 
correctly kept. Most of the lodges are in good financial standing. In most 
of them, the dues are in arrears, and in some of the lodges, active 
measures are being taken to remedy this evil, with every prospect of success. 
Peace ,wd harlllony prevail throughout the lodges of the d istrict, with a 
generous rivalry as to which lodge shall do the best work. 

November 19th, I visited Jonesport Lodge, No. 188, at Jonesport, and 
witnessed work in the Third degree. The lodge room at Jonesport is very , 
small, and precludes the idea of good work. The brethren are alive and 
energetic, and have a new lodge room in process of construction, which, 
when completed, will be the equal of any in the district. Last year they 
were considerably in debt, but at the present time have cleared off the debt 
and will complete the hall this year. I brought to the notice of the lodge 
the necessity of havillg a history of the lodge written, but do not know 
what steps have been takl'l1. I also gave instructions in the work. 

Jannary 21st, I again visited Jonesport Lodge, No. 188, at Jonesport, 
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this time for the purpose of publicly installing tbe officers. The installa
tion was held in the opera bouse. There was a large number present. Fol
lowing tbe installation ceremonies was a supper and ball gotten up by the 
masons' wives, the proceeds to go to paying the debt on the new hall. Tbis 
was a very enjoyable time. I was assisted in the installation ceremon ies by 
Bro. W. L. PnA Y, of Pleiades Lodge, Millbridge, who acted as Grand Marsbal. 

January :.l9th, I visited Tuscan Lodge, No. 106, at Addison, for the pur
pose of publicly installing tbe officers. I was assisted on this occasion by 
Past Master N. C. WALLACE, of Pleiades Lodge, No. 17il, Mil lbridge, who 
acted as Grand Marshal. Before installation, supper was served in the ball 
below, after which Past District Deputy Grand Master CIIA NDL~;'t was again 
installed Mastel' of Tuscan Lodge. This lodge owns its large and commo
dious hall, and has money in the treasury. The records are neatly and cor
rectly kept. A very large number attended the ceremonies. 

February 1st, I privately installed the officers of Pleiades Lodge, No. 173, 
Millbridge. That the installation was private was due to the recent death 
of our Bro. IRA E. FOSTER. This lodge is sbo wing p 'eat interest in the 
work, especially among the younger members, and all are very much in
terested in making the lodge one of the best working lodges in the distr ict. 
The records of this lodge are correctly and very neatly kept by Bro. A. C. 
L EIG HTON. This being my masonic home, I have attended the meetings very 
regularly, and have endeavored to have the work as good as possible. This 
lodge is very fortunate in hav ing so many young members who are active 
and enthusiast ic in masonic work. 

February 4th, I installed the officers of Warren JJodge, No.2, at East 
Machias. The installation was private. Previous to installation, the lodge 
work;,ed the Second degree npon a candidate. The work was very good 
indeed. The work was followed by refreshments, and I enjoyed the even
ing very much. Warren Lodge is in first class condition financially, and 
also in the interest taken in Masonry, especially in the work. Too much 
praise cannot be given the Secretary, Bro. :F. JJ. TALllo"', for the correct 
and neat manner in which the recOl'ds are kept. Everything under the 
charge of tbe Secretary is arranged in a systematic order. 

:February 5th, I privately installed the officers of Lookout Lodge, No. 131, 
Cutler. There was a good number of the members present, and consider
able interest was shown. Bro. F. L. TALllO'J', of Wal'l'en Lodge, No.2, 
:East Machias, assisted as Grand Marshal. Bro. ELMBR GARDNBIt was also 
present. After installation, refreshments were served at the hotel, and I 
had a very pleasant evening. The records are well kept, and I think from 
the interest shown, that Lookout Lodge will show considerable gain during 
the coming year. 

February 18th, I installed the officers of Harwood Lodge, No. 91, Mach ias, 
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Past Master BRYANT, of Harwood Lodge, assisted as Grand Marshal. The 
installation was private. The Master elect, owing to sickness, was unable 
to be present. Secretary BEVERLY was also absent. Past Grand Master 
H. R. TA V WR was present, and quite a large number of the brethren. This 
lodge has the best hall in the district, and ought to do excellent work. The 
records are correctly kept. 

February 19th, a convention of this district for instruction was held with 
Harwood Lodge, at Machias. At 2 p. M., the convention was called to 

order, and work in E. A. degree exemplified by Narraguagus Lodge, of 
Cherryfield, which was done in a very excellent manner, and elicited many 
expressions of praise. This was followed by a general discussion of points 
and correctiolls, in which many took part, especially Past Grand Master 
TAYLOR and Past Master BRYANT, of Harwood Lodge. At 5 p. M., this 
lodge was clcsed, an,l a lodge of F. C. opened. Harwood Lodge exemplified 
the work in the F . C. degree. Owing to the illness of the Master, the S. W. 
acted as Mastel', and the fact that this caused a change in some of the 
officers was taken into account in the work done by the lodge. This was 
{ollowed by discussion and general corrections, in which all took part. 
This lodge was closed at 6.30 P. M. At S. P. M . , aM. M. lodge was opened, 
and the officers of Tnscan Lodge were invited to exemplify the work in the 

Third degree. Their work was excelleut, and it is seldom that one sees 
better work. This was followed as in the preceding work, by corrections and 

discussion of points, and at 11 p. 'I., the lodge was closed, and refreshments 
served to the brethren. This convention was the largest ever held in the 
district, and the interest shown was unusual. The success of this conven· 
tion was due to the interest shown by the brethren generally, and especially 
to the lodges taking part in the work. Every lodge in the district was well 
represented. The thanks of the convention are due to Harwood Lodge for 
the royal welcome it received. 

February 26th, T installed the officers of Narraguagus Lodge, No. 88, of 

Cherryfield, publicly. Past Master F. T. CAMPBEr.J~ acted as Grand Marshal. 
Previous to the installation ceremonies, a banquet was served. Following 
the installation of the Blue Lodge was the installation of the chapter, by 
Past Grand Master TAYLOR. Past D. D. G. M. WINGATE, of Narraguagus 
Lodge, was present at the installation. The installation ceremonies were 
rendered very pleasant by the singing of a quartette. The records are cor
rectly kept, and great interest is taken in the work. 

I was unable, on accocnt of sickness, to attend the District Deputy Grand 
Masters' convention for instruction at Bangor. I was very much disap
pointed in not being able to be present. 

There is a general revival of interest in the lodges throughout the district, 
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and I think that during the next year there will be quite an increase in the 
work. 

In conclusion, I wish to thank the officers and brethren of the several 
lodges for the kindly manner in which they have rrceived and entertained 
me, and I wish especially to thank Bro. F. L. TAWOT, of East Machias, for 
courtesies extended to me, also you, Most Worshipful, for the honor of my 
appointment. Fraternally submitted, 

. JUSTIN A. WALLING, D. D. G. ],f. 3d M. D. 

FOURTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. AUGUSTUS B. FARNHAM, 

Grand ],faster oj the Gmnd Lodge oj Maine. 

I herewith submit the annual report of the District Deputy Grand Master 
of the Fourth Masonic District. 

I have made offic ial visits to every lodge in the district at least once dur
ing the year, as follows: 

Monday, October 28, 189:3, Eggemoggin, No. 128, at Sedgwick. Work in 
M. M degree. 

Tuesday, Jannary 28, 1800, Rising Sun, No. 71, at Orland. Work M. M. 
degree. 

Thursday, February 20th, Hancock, No.4, at Castine. Exemplified work 
in F. C. degree. 

Friday, March Gth, Naskeag, No. 171, at Brooklill. Exemplified work in 
M. M. degree. 

Wednesday, March 11th, Rising Star, No. 177, at Penobscot. Passing of 
lectures and exemplyfying work in E. A. degree. 

Monday, March 16th, Felicity, No. 10, at Bucksport. Passcd lec tures, 
etc. A very instructive meeting. 

I have been present at twelve of the fourteen meetings held by Ira Berry 
Lodge, No. 187, at Bluehill, during the year, and have considered no official 
visit necessary, it being my home lodge. 

I NSTALT_A TrONS. 

By request of the W. M. and Wardens elec.t of Eggemoggin Lodge, I 
publicly installed the officers elect on January 27th. 

I also installed the officers elect of Ira Berry Lodge, at B1uehill, on Jan
uary 20th, publicly. 

CONVENTIONS. 

December 12th, I attended the Masonic Convention holden at Bangor. A 

very instrnctive meeting. 
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CELEnRATTONs. 

By request of Hancock Lodge, No.4, at Castiue, I wish to mention their 
celebration on the 100th anniversary of their lodge, which was holden at 
Castine, June 26, lS!l4. Through some misunderstanding, no mention was 
made of the above in my report last year, and I am now pleased to say that 
the exercises on the anniversary of the fourth oldest lodge in the state passed 
off in a very pleasing manner. Addresses were given by senior Past 
Masters, and banl]uet and reception at the Acadian House. 

I have endeavored to impress upon the minds of the members of every 
lodge in the district the fact that, while perfect ritual work is important, it 
is by no means the whule founrlation of Masonry. But to live for the good 
of our fellowmen, practice charity, relieve tbe distressed, protect and assist 
the mason's widow and orphans is far more essential, and is the very founrla
tion of Masonry. 

I have made the matter of dues, at all times in my official visits, in address-· 
ing the brethren, an important factor, and have told them that it was not 
only very essent ial that the dues be collected promptly, bllt in jnstice to all 
it is absolutely necessary. An improvement has been made in all lodges in 
the district as regards dues, but still there is chance for greater improvement. 

Hancock Lodge, No.4, has the smallest amount of dues uncollected. 
Most perfect work witnessed was done by Eggemoggin Lodge, at Sedg

wick. 
The average attendance throughont the district is not as good as I could 

wish, and I have given the matter attention and have spoken of it in my 
official visits, and hope for improvement. I caunot conceive how a mason, 
true to his vows and to his lodge, will neglect attending the meet,ings of his 
lodge (except when there is work or a banquet). These brethren must know 
that if each and every brother did as they do, we should soon have no lodges 
at all. Business is an excuse for non-attendance, bllt when a brother 
absents himself from the lodge for the purpose of occupying the deacon seat 
in a store, playing cards or taking a sleigh-ride, or for any other amusement, 
it is not consistent with Masonry, and I am sorry to say that too much of it 
is done in the :Folll'th District. The average attendance of the several lodges 
in t1e district is as follows: 

Lodge. No. of Average Average 
Members . Attendance. peT cent. 

Hancock, . . . . . . . . .... .... 69 15 22 
Felicity, ...... ..... ..... . 112 13 ll )j! 

Hising Sun, ...... . .. . . . ' " 83 19 2:3 

Rggeruoggin, ...... ....... , 88 17 ;Xl 20 
Naskeag, ........ ...... ... 69 24 35 
Rising Star, . . .. ...... . ... 67 14 21 
Ira Berry, .... .......... " 54 16~ 30~ 
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In all cases I have given the lodges the privilege of making a date for my 
official visit. 

I have done what I could to promote the cause of Masonry in each and 
every lodge in the district, and while doing this, if I have established any ill

feeling, or said things which should have been left nnsaid, I am sorry for 

it, and can only say that whatever has been said or doue on these occasions 

by me, was for the good of the craft. 

Thanking yuu, M. W. Grand Master, for the honor of my appointment, and 

the brethren of the several lodges for courtesies extended, I am, 

Yoms fraternally, 

HARVEY P. HINCKLEY, D. D. G. }'r. 4th M. D. 

Bluehill, April 3, 1896. 

FIFTH DISTRICT. 

To M. 'V. A UGUSTUS B. FARNHHf, 

Grana Maste!· oj the Grana Loage oj Maine. 

I have the honor to present my second annnal report as District Deputy 

Grand Master of the Fifth Masonic District. 

I have visited all the lodges in this district once officially, and some of 

them at other times. I am happy to report all of them in a prosperous con

dition, except one, Composite, No. 168,· at La Grange. 

October 3d, I visited Mosaic I"odge, No. 52, at Foxcroft, and witnesssed 

the conferring of the M. M. degree on two candidates. The work was well 
done. The interest in this lodge was improved very much in the past year. 

The 'V. M., Bro. A. P. CLARK, has taken a great deal of interest, and with 
the assistance of his officers and the brothers, the lodge has prospered. I 

found the records in good condition and dues quite well collecte,l. There 

was a large attendance, more than one hundred, including visiting brothers, 

being present. A very nice supper was served at the close. 

November 2d, I visited Composite Lodge, No. HlS, at La Grange, and in

stalled its officers. No work on hand, but the officers and brothers retain 

their interest, and are prepared for work when presented. This lodge is 

not behind on dues as much as one year ago. Records in good hands, and 

in good condition. 

November 4th, I visited Doric Lodge, No. 149, at Monson, and witnessed 

work in M. M. degree. It was done ill a very cred itable manner. This 

lodge is doing quite an amount of work this year. A good attendance of 

members, and a number of visitiug brothers from Columbia Lodge, u. D., at 
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Greenville, were present. A banquet was served at close of work. Dues 
well collected. Records, in the hands of Bro. ITA YNE S, are all right. 

November 29th, I made my official visit to Olive Branch Lodge, No. 124, 
at Charleston, and witnessed work in F . C. degree that was fairly well done. 
Attendance small; a good degree of interest shown by those present. This 
lodge has got out of debt. Dues well collected. Records in first class con
dition. This was the second candidate for the year. 

November 11 th, I installed the officers of Pleasant River Lodge, ~o. Hl3, 
at Brownville. This being my masonic home, I have been present at most 
of its meetings. The lodge has not been ont of work for the year, and has 
quite a n amount on hand now. The officers are all interested, and do good 
work. Dues well collected ; records in good condition. It is very gratify
ing to me to have the candidate brought into open lodge, and pass a satis
factory examination ill the preced ing degree before advancement, as this and 
most of the lodges in this district are now doing. It must increase the 
masonic knowledge in the jmisdiction where practiced. 

December 12th, I attended the meet ing for instruction held in Bangor. 
It was a very instructive meeting. I regret that Pleasant River Lodge was 
the only one in the Fifth District represented; the VV'. Master and Treasurer 
being present with me. I have endeavored to communicate all instructions 
received at that time to the several lodges in my district, and I think all 
have profited by it. 

December Hlth, I visited Penobscot Lodge, No. 39, at Dexter. The M. M. 
degree was conferred on two candidates, the officers of Mosaic Lodge 
of Foxcroft, working one, and the ' officers of Penobscot the other. The 
work of both was very well done. A large attendance of members and 
visiting brothers. A lIice banqnet at close. This lodge has done quite a lot 
of work this year. Records well kept, in good hands. Dues well collected. 
Since visit ing this lodge they have lost their hall by fire. A hall has been 
secm ed to use until they can obtain another of their own, which will be 
done soon, no doubt. 

January 6th, I publicly installed the officers of Doric Lodge, No. 149, a t 
Monson. An entertainment, consisting of music and reading, made it a very 
pleasant occasion for a large nnmber of brothers and invited fri ends. At 
the close a nice banquet was served. 

January 14th, I publicly installed the officers of Mosaic Lodge, No. 52, at 
Foxcroft. A large number of brothers, their ladies and invited fri ends were 
present. A fine program was presented, consisting of music, songs and reci
tations. A very tempting banquet was provided for all. At this meeting 
the officers of Piscataquis It. A. Chapter were installed by P. H. P. JHfES 
T. ROBERTS in a very impressive manner. 

January 25th, I visited Mount l(ineo Lodge, No. 109, at Guilford, and 
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installed its officel·s. Witnessed work in E. A. degree th:tt was very well 
done. This lodge has been without work for some time, but it retains its 

interest. It has had quite a draft on its funds for charity the two years 

past. It has met with a severe loss by the death of Bro. A llNEH T. WADE, 
Past Master. He has always been one of the main supports of tbe lodge, a 

good man and a true mason. The records are in good bands and the flllances 
well looked after. 

February 25tb, I made my official visit to Columbia Lodge, u. D., at 

Greenville. The M. M. degree was worked in a very satisfactory maner, 

this being the first time they had conferred the M. M. degree on a candidate. 

This lodge has not done a large amount of work. It could have done more 

if it had not considered quality instead of quantity of work for the best in

terests of this new lodge. The officers and brothers are very mnch inter

ested in the work and are striving to be perfect in it. This meeting was the 
occasion of a pleasant surprise to the brothers of Columbia Lodge, when 

Bro. CIIAS. D. SHAW, Senior ,Warden, with pleasing remn.rks, presented to 

the lodge a full set of officers' lambskin aprons as a gift from W. M. HmAM 

HUNT, Bro.W~r. M. 811A wand himself. Rev. Bro. CIIAS. DAVISON, in behalf 

of the lodge, accepted them with feeling and appropriate remarks. Records in 

good hn.nds and in good shape. I can see no reason why this lodge should 

not prosper and take its place with others in the district. 

March 17th, I mn.de my official visit to Piscataquis Lodge, No. 44, at 
Milo; witnessed work in F. C. degree. It was not done in as perfect a man

ner as this lodge usually works. I witnessed the conferr ing of the M. :.1.. 

degree by the officers of th is lodge by invitation of the officers of Pleasant 

Hiver I"odge at one of its meetings in October, and I think it was as good 

work as I have seen done in the district this yea.r. This lodge has a. very good 

hall, and the past year have added new fnrn itnre and paintings that makes 

it very confort,tble and attractive. The best of feelings prevail' in this 10flge; 

good officers, all working together for the good of the craft. Dues well col

lected. Records in good hands ami. well kept. A good amonnt of work 

done the past year. 

And now, Most Worshipful, I wish to thank you for the honor conferred 

in appointing me for the second time District Deputy Grand Master for the 

Fifth Masonic District. I also wish to thank the officers and members of 

the different lodges in my district for the many favors and conrtesies shown 

me for the past year, the memories of which will always be pleasant to me 

through life. Yours truly and fraternally, 

EDWIN M. JOHNSTON, D. D. G. M. 5th M. D. 

Brownville, March 30, 1896. 
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SIXTH DISTRICT. 

To M.'V. AUG USTUS B. FARNHAM, 
Grana Master of the Gmnd L odge of lIfaine. 

I herewith submit my second annual report as District Deputy Grand 
Master of the Sixth Masonic District for th e past masonic year. 

October 3, 18!);), I visited Kenduskeag Lodge, No. 137, at Kenduskeag, 
and witnessed work in the M. M. degree upon two candidates, which was 
performed in a creditable and impressive manner. The officers of this lodge 
are much interfl$ted in the work, and trying to st,·ictly conform to the 
ritual. They have quite a sum in the treasury, and the dues are well col
lected. The records are in good hands, and neatly kept. The attendance 
was large, about fifty being present. Banquet at close. 

November 2d, I visited Lynde Lodge, No. 174, at Hermon, and witnessed 
work in M. M. degree, which was performed in a very fine manner. This 
lodge own their hall and are nearly out of debt. The dues are all coll ec ted 
and the records are in excellent hands. The officers and members are 
much interested in the welfare of the lodge. The atter.dance was very 
large, about seventy-fi ve being present. A very fine banquet at close. 

November 3o"th, I intended to visit Mystic Lodge, No. 65, at Hampden, 
but being unable to be present , I invited W. Bro. G. M. FLETCHER, of St. 
Andrew's Lodge, to visit for me, and he reports as follows: " Witnessed 
work in M. M. degree, which was nicely done. The records are well kept 
and the dues well collected. Banquet at close." 

December 30th, ~ visited Star in the East Lodge, No. 60, at Old Town, 
and installed the offi cel·s. The attelld ftnce was large and much interest was 
manifested. The records are in the hands of Bro. C. A. DI LLTNGTTAM, and 
are very neatly and correc tly kept. T his lodge has a fin e hall , ft nd a large 
SUIll in the treasury (about two thousalld doll ftrs), and the dues well col
lected. Banquet ftt close. 

January 8, 1896, I vi~ i ted Mechanic' s Lodge, No. 66, at Orono, and wit
nessed work in the M. M. degree, wh ich was performed in a very correct 
and impressive manner. The officers are interes ted and have a good under
standing of the ritual. They have a good hall and qui te a sum in the 
treasury. Dues well collected. " Banquet. " 

January 28th, by invitation, I installed th e officers of Rising Virtue Lodge, 
No. 10, at Bftngor. I was assisted by W. Bro. T. W. B URR ftS Grand 
Marshal. The installation was fo llowed by a banquet, after which speeches 
were made by several brethren. The P. M. degree was conferred upon 
Bro. W. S. BOL·roN, Master elec t, and upon W . Bros. E . A. P"; RCE and 
W. W . PATTEIlSON, of Kenduskeag Lodge. 

January 31st, by invitation, I installed the officers of St. Andrew's Lodge, 
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No. 83, at Bangor. I was assisted by W. Bro. T. W. BURR as Grand 
Marshal. A fine banquet followed, and speeches were made by several 
brethren, and the occasion was a very pleasant one to all present. 

March 27th, visited Howard Lodge, No. 69, at Winterport, and witnessed 
word on the E. A. degree, which was fa irly well performed. This lodge 
has had but little work the past year and the attendance was small. It is 
in good condition financially, owning a fine hall, and has money in the 
treasury. The records are in good hands and the dues well collected. 
Banquet at close. 

April 3d, I visited St. Andrew's Lodge, No. 83, at Bangor, and witnessed 
work in the M. M. degree upon four candidates, which was performed in a 
very creditable manuel'. There were present on this occasion about three 
hundred brethren, representing thirty lodges and five states. A fine ban
quet was served, and the occasion was a very happy one and long to be re
membered by all who were fortunate enough to be present. 

Benevolent Lodge, No. 87, J have not visited, it having had no work dur
ing the past year. 

In conclusion, allow me to thank you, Most Worshipful, for the honor 
conferred upon me, and the officers and members of the several lodges com
posing this district for the uniform courtesy with which I have been re
ceived. Very respectfully and fraternally submitted, 

DANIEL W. MAXFIELD, D. D. G. M. 6th M. D. 

SEVENTH DISTRICT. 

To M. ' II{. AUG USTUS B. FARNHAM, 

Grand Master of the Gmnd L odge of Maine. 

I have the honor of submitting my second annual report as District Deputy 
Grand Master of the Seventh Mason ic District for the year ending May 5, 
1896. 

I have visited all the lodges in the district and have found them as a whole 
in a very prosperous condition, and at present peace and harmony prevail 
throughout the district. 

On the evening of October 10th, if I remember correctly, by invitation, 
and ass isted by Past Master, Bro. A. MILLIl 'I"r, as Grand Marshal, I pub
licly installed the officers of Quantabacook r,odge, No. 129. The ser
vicp.s were interspersed with fine music by the village choir. After the in
stallation a fine supper was served in the banquet hall, and the brethren 
and their ladies enjoyed a very pleasant hour. 
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On the afternoon of October 12th, assisted by Past District Deputy Grand 

Master G. H. CARGILL, as Grand Marshal, I publicly installed the officers 

of Liberty Lodge, No. 111, my own masonic home. The ceremony was in
terspersed with music by the Liberty choir, amI followed by Hhort speeches 

by the brethren and visitors. A fine supper was served by the ladies, and 

ill the even ing the brethren and their ladies witnessed the installation of t.he 
officers of St. George's Chapter of R. A. Masons. 

November 28th, with Bro. G. H. CARGILL, I visited Unity Lodge, No. 58, 

and witnessed work in the Fellow Craft degree, which was rendered very 

well indeed. The books and fiuances were in good shape and well man

aged, and the officers were interested in the work. 

November 30th, I visited Central Lodge, No. 45, and witnessed work on 
the Master Masoll's degree, which was rendered very correctly and impres

sively. The lodge room has been newly painted and papered, and refur· 

nished, and looked very neat and pleasant. The finances of this lodge are 

second to none in the district, it being the oldest lodge. The books are sti ll 
ill the able hands of Bro. W. W. WASHBURN. 

DecemLer 17th, I visited the Lodge of Instruction held at Uockland, and 

received instruction through Grand Lecturer F. E. SLBEPER. 

January 4th, I visited Quantabacook Lodge, No. 129, and witnessed work 

on the Master Mason's degree, and it was rendered very accurately. This 

lodge is in a very prosperous condition, and has made the largest gain in 

numbers of any lodge in the district. 
January 17th, I visited Marsh River Lodge, No. 102, and by invitation I 

publicly installed the officers, assisted by Past District Deputy Grand 

Master JOliN H. GORIJON. :Fine music was rendered during the evening, 

and after the installation we had the great pleasure of listening to a fine ad

dress delived by Miss CHARLOTTE THORNDIKE SIBLEY, of Belfast. Subject: 

"The build ing of King Solomon's Temple, and a trip across the Holy Land." 
The hall was fu ll, and many were obliged to go away without gett.ing in . 

After the address the masons and their ladies repaired to the Briggs Hotel 

and partook of a bountiful turkey supper. 
Jannary 28th, with Bro. SAUUEL T. YOUNG, I visited Star in the West 

Lodge, No. 85, and witnessed exemplification of the Master Mason's degree, 

which was done in an able and very correct manner. The officers of this 

lodge are very 111uch interested, and are striving to make this one of the 

best lodges in the district. After the meeting a fine oyster supper was 

served at the hotel. 

March 5th, I visited Sebasticook Lodge, No. 146, and witnessed work in 
the Master Mason's degree, which was rendered in that able and impressive 

manner which ever characterizes Sebasticook Lodge. 

Liberty Lodge, No. Ill, my home, I have visited as often as possible, and 
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I made my official visit Marcb 28th. Its finances and books are in their 
usual good condition, but as there has been no work for the past year the 
officers are not in their usual good working trim; but I feel that they soon 
will be, as work has made its appearance. 

I wish to thank the brethren of this district for their hospitality and the 
Illany courtesies shown me while acting in my official capacity, and in clos
ing I wish to thank YOll, Most Worshipful, for the honor you have conferred 

upon me and your kind support. 
Fraternally yours, 

EDWIN A. POKfER, D. D. G. ffI. 7th M. D. 

Liberty, April 28, 1896. 

EIGHT H DISTRICT . 
To M. W. AUGUSTUS B. FARNHAM, 

Grand Master oj the Grand Lodge oj Maine. 
As a part of my duty as District Deputy Grana Master, I herewith submit 

tbe condition of Masonry in the Eighth District. All the seven lodges in 
my jurisdiction I have visited with one exception, Island Lodge, and have in 
every instance been kindly received by the officers and brethren, who seemed 
desirous of making the visits pleasant to me and profitable to themselves. 

October 5th, I publicly installed the officers of Excelsior Lodge, No. 151, 
assisted by Bro. MASON I . STEVENS as Grand Marshal. After the cere
monies were performed, a fine supper was served in the hall, followed by 
remarks, songs, readings, &c. This is my masonic home. I have been pres
sent at every meeting for the past year. The officers are well posted in the 
work, and peace and harmony dwell within its borders. 

December 10th, by invitation, I publicly installed the officers of King 
David's Lodge, No. 62, witb the assistance of P. M. M. G. BLACK as Grand 

Marshal, and Bro. CYRUS HILLS as Grand Chaplain, and also by some ex
cellent music furnished by the local choir. After the ceremonies there was 
a banquet, and a few hours of social chat. 

December 17th, attended masonic convention at Rockland, conducted by 
W. Bro. F. E. SLEEPER, where I received much valuable instruction in the 

work. 
Janmtry 29th, I by invitation publicly installed the officers of Pownal 

Lodge, with the assistance of P. M. M. G. BLACK, of Excelsior Lodge, as 
Grand Marshal. After installation, all were invited to the banquet hall , 
where were found the tables loaded with eatables fit for a king. After 

doing ample justice to the inner man, we repaired to the place from whence 
we came and listened to some fine music, recitations, speeches, readings, &c. 
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We commend the following to Bro. S I:>'GLETON (who was a Virginia mason ) 

and others who think with him: 

" Wh o would care to be thus Granrl Master in name on ly and subject to 
a const itution in a ll orga)lization, aile of the corner-stones of which is the 
Master's prerogative, ft nd which was in full working order before men ever 
thought about constitut ional government?" 

In his rev iew of Cftlifornia, he thus mftintains views which we have been 

ad vacating for many years: 

" Th e Grand Mastel'. in answer to tile question as to whe ther a Past 
Master of another jurisdiction could, by reqnest, install officers, decided that 
a Past Master in Californ ia was one who had earned tbe title by actual 
service there on ly , a nd then adds that he can see no reason why a Past Grand 
officer or a Past Mastel' of another jurisdiction might not be invited by one, 
having himself the anthor ity , to install officers . This seems to be taking 
both sides of the question. Unr custom is to recognize as Past Masters and 
thereby me m bel's of the Granrl Lodge all who have served the full term for 
which they were elected as Masters of regularly constitnted lodges in this 
or any other jurisdic tion, provided they are members in good standing in 
some Virginift lodge. It seems difficult to see how we would acquire the 
masonic right to reducc an actnal Past Master to the ranks for no other 
crime than that of making his masonic hOl1lc in the old Commonwealth." 

Of course we need Ilot say that we concur ill t his: 

" He also, as do so mauy Grand Masters, calls attention to the imperfec
tions of their constitut ion, bm recommends caution as to its amendm ent. 
If his prerogat ive were properl y recognized and a simple Methodical Digest 
of Grand Lodge laws substituted for this modern inu ovation, could not he, 
whenever he fonnd special cases aris ing to which it did not well apply, by 
his dispensation overcome tI:\.e trouble? Would it not be better to let the 
code of laws be his guide and counselor aud his usefnl servant in carrying 
out the purposes of t h9 Grand Lodge than to make it a constitution from 
which he cannot escape, even when to follow its provisions absurdly pre
vents him from accolJ1pli~hing those purposes? Ought not he to be Grand 
Master of Masons in Canada, and as sucb, captain of the ship instead of a 
mere executive officer afraid to act in emergencies for fear of violating all 
organic law made before the emergency arose? " 

The change suggested in the following would relieve Illany brethren from 

the very serious (?) trouble which they are having about" P ast Masters." 

It is inconsistent to call a man, just installed for the first time n,s Master of 

a lodge, "Pust Master": 
"Our law requires Wardens-eled who have. not had the degree in Hoyal 

Arch Chapter to receive it from a lodge of Past Masters, convened for the 
purl'lose, before installation. This does not make them Past Masters, huw
ever, as the title and privileges belong only to those wbo have served a full 
term for wbich they were elected as Masters of regular lodges. Would it 
not be well, in order to avoid the confusion, to return to the. old name of 
Present Master for tbe degree, and reserve the title of Past Master for those 
who are really r ast Masters1 l'resent Master would properly describe the 
degree, as Past Master dues not. Old masonic charts called the degree 
, Present or Past .Master. ' " 

We earnestly commend the fo llowlllg to the iconoclasts 9f the present 

day: 
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present at every meeting during the year. The oificers for the ensuing year 

were installed by P. D. D. G. M. Gt~o. A. WARIlEN. 
In conclusion, I desire to say that I have enjoyed my otlicial visits very 

much to the lodges in this district, and as I have endeavored to discharge 
my duty to the best of my ability I hope I have accomplished some good. 
For the honor you have conferred upon lIle, Most Worshipful, I thauk you. 

Fraternally submitted, 

TWDEL A. PACKAR[), D. D. G. M. 8th ltf. D. 

NINTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. AUGUSTUS B . .FARNILlM, 
Grand Master oj the Grand Loclge oj lt1aine. 

I have the honor herewith to submit l.!1y first annllal report as D. D. G. M. 

of the Ninth District. 
By invitation, I visited St. George's Lodge, No. 16, of Warren, accompanied 

by P. M. ORRIS I. GOULD, of Amity Lodge, to install their officers. 
January 3, 1896, 1 visited Amity Lodge, No.6, offic ia lly. This is my home 

lodge. 'Vork on the Third degree was presellted to a fnll lodge room. 
Large delegatio liS were presellt from several of the lodges in the district. 
Amity has always had the Ilame of doing good work, alld 1. think it was ' 
never done better. The officers were nearly all nnw to the offices they filled, 
but for all that the work wcut as smoothly as though they had filled the 
positiolls for the past year. I account [or it in part that the officers are in
terested, and some of them have attended the meetings of the Grand Lec
turer, and are trying to keep up with the regulation work. Tl.e records 
are in the hands of Bro. Oltl!.IS I. GOULD, who is in earnest that the duties 
of Secretary shall be as promptly doue as those of the working officers. The 
dues were much behind, but are being collected in, and another year will 
find the accounts of Amity Lodge with its members show well all the credit 

side. 
January 15th, with the assistance of Past Master Bro. WILSON, of Amity 

Lodge, I publicly installed the otlicers of Aurora Lodge. . A pleasing feature 
of the evening was the presentation of twelve Past Master's jewels, by Bro. 
GOULD, of Rockland. The jewels were purchased by contributions among 
the members of Aurora Lodge, who were interested, and wished to show 
their appreciation of those who had worked for the interest of their lodge. 

January 21st, I publicly installed the officers of Orient Lodge, assisted by 
Past Master Bro. G. T. HODG~IA N. The installation was in Knox Il all , which 
was well filled with the brethren and their ladies. An address was de-
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livered by Rev. Bro. D!> 'Vl1"l', of Warren, which was listened Lo with close 
attention. ExcellenL music was furnished by a quartet. At the close of the 
ceremon ies we adjourned to the banquet room above, where a fine banquet 
was served. 

February 6th, I paid my official visit to Eureka Lodge. The work was on 
the "Third degree, which was finely rendered. Eureka Lodge has fine 
quarters, and everything is prosperous. The records are in good condition, 
and the Secretary is looking after the delinquents. 

March 2d, I visited St. George Lodge, of Warren. Work on M. M. 
degree, which was well done. Some of the officers lacked the confidence 
which they will have with more experience. I met the W.M., Bro. MOOR!>, 
at the Grand Lecturer's meeting at Rockland, and I found he was there to 
some purpose, as he followed the Grand Lodge very closely. The records 
are in good condition and dues well collected. 

March 3d, I visited officially Rockland Lodge. This lodge, thOllgh it has 
done a fair amount of work, had no candidate for that evening, but gave a 
very good exemplification of the work. It has been my observation that 
exemplified work is seldom good work, but in this case, with the exception 
of some embarrassment that two of the officers labored under, the work was 
well done. The records are in good hands and are neatly and correctly 
kept. 

March 10th, I made my official visit to Moses Webster Lodge, of Vinal
haven. Work was on the E. A. degree. The work was finely doue, the 
officers were alive to the spirit of the work, and I think I never saw that 
degree conferred better. The records are in fine condition and the dues 
are well collected. 

March 14th, I visited Knox Lodge, at South Thomaston. AILhough this 
is the smallest lodge in the disLrict, I think the brethren are much interested 
in the work, and am not sure but they have a larger attendance in propor
tion to the number of members than many larger lodges. Work was pre
sented on E. A. degree, which was very well done, considering that the 
officers were all new. The records are in good hands, and are in good con
tien. The dues are somewhat behind, and I suggested their making a 
special effort to collect them. 

March 16th, visited St. Paul's Lodge, at Rockport. I found the attend
ance very small. I think but eleven of their 0 ri members were present, and 
in looking over their records I found that number was up to the average ex
cepL on special occasions. I was much surprised, for in times past I have 
found a good interest in St. Paul's Lodge, and her members were alive to 
the interests of Masonry. I made such COITPcLions as I thought necessary, 
which I hope were well received. The records are in good condition and 
dues are fairly well collected. 

7 G. L. 
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March 25th, offidally visited Aurora Lodge, of Hockland. There were 
large delegations present from most of the lodges in the district. The can
didate being called away, work was exempli!led on the M. M. degree, which 
compared favorably with exemplified work. Bro. PETEH SON was present at 
the meetings of the Grand Lecturer, alld is well acquainted with all the 
changes in ritual. He is an earnest worker, and is keeping Aurora Lodge 
up to its standard. The dues, which have been somewhat behind, are being 
collected in. Bro. ROBINSON'S records are in fine condition. The lodge 
history, which has been twenty years behind, will soon be written up and 
sent to the Grand Lodge. 

March 26th, visited Union Lodge, of Union. Work in the E . A. degree 
was presented, and was well done. The W. M. was not present at the 
meeting in Rockland the 17th of December, and did not have the corrections 
that were made at that meeting. I made such corrections as I though t neces
sary, called the W. Master's attention to the lodge dues, which were milch 
behind, and recommended that a special effort should be made LO collect 
them, as the financial condition of tbeir lodge was quite as important as 
correct ritual work. 

In closing this, my first report, I would say I think the work in the Ninth 
District will compare favorably with the work in the other districts. 1 have 
visited every lodge and with one exception found the officers interested in 
their lodges, and doing good work, thanks to the instruction of the Grand 
Lecturer, which I think has been a great help to M,tsollry in this district. 

I have called the attention of the lo(lges to their histories, which are behind, 
and think they will soon be completed and in the hands of the Committee 
on History. 

One of the greatest drawbacks to Masonry a nd the prosperity of lodges is 
the slack manner in which they collect their dues. There are hundreds of 
dollars uncollected on their books, and only half of their lodges have sus
pended any members the past year for the non-payment of dues. I t.hink 
if the lodges will enforce that article of their by-laws they may not have so 
many members, but those they do have will have more respect for their by
laws, and their lodge will be in a better cOlldition Jimmcially. I have en
joyed my viSits to the lodges very much, and the brethren have been very 
cordial in their reception of your repl'esentati ve. 

I have not memtioned the banquets tlutt have always followed the work, 
for the reason that the Ninth District has always entertained right royally, 
as the District Deputy Grand Masters have testifiednHwy times before, and as 
the Grand Lodge must be acquainted with the fact I have not mentioned 
them. 

In conclusion, permit me to thank you, Most Worshipful, for the honor 
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conferred upon me by the appointment, and the many kindnesses extended 
to llIe as your Representative. 

I~espectfully and fraternally submitted, 
April 13, 18D6. IT. M. RICHAIWS, D. D. G. ~[. 9th M. D. 

TENTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. AUGUSTU S B. FARNII .or , 
Grana ~{aster oj the Grand L odge oj Maine . 

r herewith submit my official report as District D!lpl1ty Grand Master of 
the Tenth Masonic District. 

January 20th, r made my official visit to Anchor Lodge, No. 158, at South 
Bristol, and witnessed work on the Third degree, which was done in a very 
correct and fine manner, and although this lodge has little work, yet they 
are masters of the situation a nd are honest seekers after" More light." 
The M. W., Bro. I-LYsoN, presides over his lodge with dignity, and is well 
supported by his subordinate officers and brethren. Records well kept. 
Refreshments followed. 

On January 3d, by invitation, I installed their officers. Brethren from 
Bristol and Bay View Lodges made the occasion pleasant and profitable. 
Refreshments at close. 

On January 7th, by request, I installed the officers of my home lodgE' , Alna, 
No. 43. On this, our annual feast, our lodge was graced by the presence of 
the wives, daughters and friends of our noble institution. The whole of the 
officers, with the exception of our veteran Treasurer, Past Mastel' JOHN 'V. 
Ih v w, are young llIen. After the installation, a bOllutiful supper was served 
lO)ld the social hour spent to the enjoyment of all. 

I did not deem it necessary to officially visit my own lodge, knowing its 
officers and brethren. The 'V.M., Bro. LrNco [.N H. CHAPMAN, is a young 
man, full of energy and zeal and a fine ritualist, aud is ably supported by 
his officers. The Secretary, Bro. E. Ii;. PHILBROOK, keeps a very fin e record. 
Indeed, in the future as in the past, her officers stand ready to give a good 
account of themselves. 

On January 4th, by request, I installed the officers of Bristol Lodge, No. 
74, at Bristol M.ills, in the presence of the ladies and invited guests. At the 
close of the services a sumptuous collation was sbrved in their dining hall, 
which is characteristic of the ladies of this place. 

au the evening of March 30th, I officially visited this lodge and witnessed 
work on the Third degree, and it is seldom that you see better. I was more 
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than happily surprised. There was very small chance for correction, the 
work being so nearly perfect. The W. M., Capt. OSCA R S. YATES, makes a 
model Master, and is a very fine worker, having the interest of his lodge at 
heart, and I may trut~fully say the same of his officers. The retiring Master, 
Bro. BENNER, makes a fine Senior Deacon; he docs not take kindly to grad
uation, as the most of retiring Masters do. The records, ill hands of Bro. 
P. M. EDWIN J. ERVINE, are fine indeed. 

On the evening of January 10th, by request, I installed the officcrs elect 
of Sea.~ide Lodge, No. 144, at Boothbay Harbor, in the presence of a very 
large delegation of ladies and invited guests. This was truly a feast of good 
things, for after the installation was over, the W. M., Bro. McDOUGAL L, 
called upon the members, and among the lesser lights were the Rev. Bros. 
MCCO RMICK and POTTLE, who gave us a feast of good things. The custom· 
ary good cheer was dispensed at the close. 

On the evening of February 28th I made my official visit to Seaside Lodge, 
and witnessed work in the Third degree. with which no fault conld be found. 
" Good work," and I expected the same, from the knowledge I had of their 
ability to do good work. The M. W., Bro. McDOUGALL, is interested, and to 
my mind that is the key to the situation, and then again he has excellent 
support. There was small need of criticisLll. Since my last official visit, 
they have paid out nearly 600 in the way of furnishin gs, and to-day they 
have a beautiful lodge room; few finer. They return the largest number of 
initiates, viz: twelve, and they well deserve their success. Bro. HENRY S. 
PERKINS is a very fine Secretary; neatness and despatch are his character
istics. At the close of the work, speeches, closing with the, to them, indis
pensable article, refreshments. 

On the evening of Jannary 22d, by request, I installed the officers elect of 
Riverside Lodge, No. 135, East Jefferson, in the presence of ladies and in
vited guests. It was a very pleasant occasion, and one that all seemed very 
much to enjoy. An orchestra furnished music to the satisfaction of all. 
Speech making followed and a general social time, until refresbments wer e 

announced. 
, 

On February 26th, I made my official visit to Hiverside Lodge, and wit
nessed work on the Third degree, which was done admirably. This fine 
working lodge believes in constantly advancing; they have this aim in view. 
The W. M., Bro. BOWDEN, is a fine worker, and bis support is first class. 
It is clearly a case of mutual agreement to do better work than ever before ; 
it is very commendable and is just as it should be. Tbe records, in the 
hands of Bro. P. M. W. A. JACKSON, is a warrant for their good condition 
and being well kept. Refreshments at close. , 

On the evening of January 17th, by request, I was present and installed 
the officers of King Solomon'S Lodge, No. 61, at Waldoboro. Refreshments 
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at close. There was no change in the ,officers of this very fine working 
lodge. Several appointments were made for an official visit, but for one reason 
or another I did not get there. They are able to do fine work. 

Being unable to visit Lincoln Lodge, No.3, at Wiscasset, I made arrange
ments with P. D. D. G. M. DANlllr~ A. CAMPBELL to visit it for me, which 
he did and made the following return. He being present a year ago when' 
I wade my official visitation, says their work corresponds with that of a 
year ago, and referring to iny report of a year ago, I find that they did fine 
work. There being no change in the Secretary, I need no report, for any
thing bearing the name of WM. D. PAT'rERsoN is a guarantee that it is right 
and well done. 

I made several appointments with the Master of Bay View Lodge, No. 
196, at East Boothbay. Storms and sickness obliged me to cancel them all. 
The Mastel', Bro. 'VIII 'I'EIIOUSE, and P. D. D. G. M. ADAMS, have informerl 
me of the prosperity of the lodge and the good work that they are doing. It 

is in good hands. 
I made 110 appointment with Dresden Lorlge, No. 103, at Dresden Mills, 

but learn from one of its members that they are much ' the same as a year 
ago. Bro. MA YEBS, the Master, is able to keep things moving, whether the 
Deputy gets around or not. 

Returns in fu ll, from all the lodges in the district, have been received and 
forwarded to the Grand Treasurer. 

In closing, please accept my thanks for the honor conferred on me by 
your appointment to this office, and 1 would also tender my sincere thanks 
to the brethren of the district for kindness shown me. 

Yours very truly and fraternally, 
CHARLES W. STETSON, D. D. G. Jf. 10th M. D. 

Damariscotta, April 20, 1896. 

ELEVENTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. AUGUSTUS B. FARNHAM, 
Grand Master oj the Grand Lodge oj Maine. 

r have the honor to submit my second annual report of the Eleventh 
District. 

I am pleased to note the usual harmonious and fraternal feeling that pre
vails in this district. The volume of work has been less than that of last 
year, but improvement has been made in the ritual, which is due, in no 
small degree, to efforts of the Grand Lecturer's Conventions held in the dif
ferent sections of the state. 
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I have been prevented by various circumstances beyond my control from 
visiting the most distant sections of my district, and have also made less fre
quent visits to the lodges neal' by than I did ill the previous year. I re
qnested P. R. W. J. H. BARTON to visit offic ially Dirigo Lodge, No. 104. 
He reports no work for the year. J trnst that wi th increased prosperity, 
due to the appearance of the railroad in that section, that Dil'igo will yet 

" lead." 

I also requested W. Bro. STARnllw to visit Morning Star L odge, No. 4\, 

whicb he kindly did, and reports good progress, and the same in good con
dition. 

I visited Hermon Lodge, No. 32, several times, and on the occasion of 
one of my visits, I installed the officers, amI witnessed work in the Thi rd 
degree. The brethren of this lodge have caught the spiri t of progress and 
are talking (If a new temple in the neal' future. 

I have been unable to witness any work in Kennebec Lodge, No. 0, bnt 
am satisfied that the work is done correctly, and they are enjoy ing the usnal 
prosperity in that anClient longe. 

Temple Lodge, No. 25, and Monmouth Lodge, No. 110, both exh ibited 
good work in thc Third negree. 

I ani pleased to note a vast improvement in Bethlehem Lodge work over 
the previous year. The new officers have stud ied hard to improve in their 
ritual, and have succeeded ad mirably. While the phellomenal increase in 
new members has been less in this lodge and Augusta J"odge, (which might 
be called twin longes, as the number of initiations is the same in each) than 
last year, yet the growth has been very satisfactory. On the occaRion of 
the annual installation of officers of Augusta Lodge, over three hundred 
guests sat down to the banquet. 

The books in the different lodges remain in the same ha nds as in the pre
vious year, and all are in first class condition. 

Now, Most Worshipful, in retiring from the position of D. D. G. M. , 

which I have tried to fill acceptably for two years past, I wish to return 
thanks for the uniform courtesy which has been extenned to me throughout 
the ent ire district, a nd bespeak for my successor the same kindly feelings 
which have been shown to me. 

Respectfully submitted, 

CHARLES C. HUNT, D. D. G. M. 11th Jlf. D. 
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TWELFTH DISTRICT. 

To M.vV. A UGUSTUS B. FARN II AM, 

Gmnd Ma8tel' oj the Grand Lodge oj Maine. 
I have the hGnor to submit my first annual report as D. D. G. M. Gf the 

12th MasGnic District. 

:February '22d, Gffic ially visited Rural LGdge, No. 53, Sidney. 'WGrk was 

in M. M. degree, which was well clone. A goodly number were present, in

cluding a delegation frGm MessalGnskee J,odge, Oakland, and Neguemkeag 

LGdge, VassalborO' , amGng whom were Past D. D . G. Ms. CnOWELT. and STIT, ' 

snN. This lodge seems to be in a good cGndition and has done a fa il' amGunt 

Gf wGrk the past year, and the officers and brethren seem to take a deep in

terest in their work. The recorrls a re well kept. After lodge closed, re

freshments were served, and a very pleasant time we had. I made SGme 

corrections in the wGrk, which were kindly received. Listened to short 

talks by BrGs. CnowEr,f, and STI LSON, and at a late hour repaired to our 

homes, well pleased with the evening's wGrk. 

F ebruary 20th, I Gfficially visited VassalbGro Lodge, NO'. :)4, North Vassal

bGro. This IGdge has not done much work the past year, Gwing nO' doubt 

to the bard times, but their officers a re young men and seem to' be capable 

of doing gOGd work. I witnessed exemv lificatiGIl Gf work in F. C. degree, 
which was well dGne, considering their being Gut Gf practice. I made SGme 

correctiGns, and instructed them in some Gf the changes in the ritual, which 

was kindly received. After lGdge c lGsed, refreshments were served and a 

sGcial hour enjoyed. The recGrds are well kept. 

:February 27th, I Gffic ially visited Neguemkeag LGdge, No. IG6, Vassal

borO'. Wituessed work in M. M. degree, which was very well dGne indeed, a 

gOGdly number being present. A delegatiGn from Rural LGdge, Sidney, 

a nd several frGm VassalbGro LGdge, North Vassalboro, and also frO'm Central 
Lodge, China. Th is lodge seems to be prGspering well. They Gwn their 

hall and have gGt fund s in the treasury. This is Past D. D. G. M. ST ILSON'S 

masGnic hGme. lIe being present and assisting in the, wGrk is a guarantee 

that th at part at least was cGrrectly dGne. After lGdge clGsed refreshments 

were served in the hall belGw, and a pleasant hour enjoyed by a'lI. 

April 4th, I Gffi cially visited MessalGnskee Lodge, No. 113, Oakland. 

Witnessed the cGnferring of M. i\L degr~e on two candidates, which was 

nicely dGne. WGrshipful BrO'. WITHERELL is a thGrough worker. After the 
raising, the IGdge was called from labGr to refreshment; repaired to' HGtel 

Sibley and partoGk Gf a bGnntiful supper, then returned to the hall a nd re

sumed work. The W . M. delivered the lecture in a very impress ive manner, 

after which, on aCCGunt Gf the near apprGach of the seventh day, the lGdge 

was duly closed. The records being in the hands of R. \VGI'. J. WESLEY 

GJ LMAN, is sufficient guarantee that they, are correctly kept. 

• 
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April 13th, I officially visited Asylum Lodge, No. 133, Wayne. This was 
a special meeting called at my request. The traveling was very bad and a 
great many of the brethren lived several miles ·away, yet a goodly number 
were present. There being no work, the · time was spent on the ritual. I 
found the brethren very conversant with the work. The openillg and clos
ing ceremonies were very well done, and the records well kept. This lodge 
has not done much work the past year, but the brethren seem· zealous and 
hopeful. After lodge closed refreshments were served and a pleasant even
ing enjoyed. This is the masonic home of Past D. D. G. M. CROSB Y, whom 
I hoped to meet, but he being out of town I was denied that pl~asure. 

April 5th, I wrote the W. M. of Lafayette Lodge, No. 48, at Readfield, 
that I wished to visit his lodge the 14th, and asked him to call a special meet
ing on that date, and if not convenient for him to do so, to let me know, 
and not hearing from him I went there and found no meeting had been 
called. He and most of the brethren living some distance from the lodge 
room, and the traveling being very bad, I found it was of no use to try to 
have a meeeting. On the 17th, I met the Secretary of their lodge, Bro. 
MORGAN, in Waterville, and asked him if he knew why there was no meet
in"" calle·d. In a few days I received a letter from the W. M., saying he did 
not receive my letter, which explained all , and as it is so late now, I shall 
have to report this lodge as not visited. 

April 15th, I qfficially visited Vernon Valley I,odge, No. DO, Mt. Vernon. 
This was a special meeting called at my request, but quite a number of tlw 
members were presen t. There being no work, the time was spent in study. 
ing the ritual and noticing the changes in the work, I giving them such in
structions as I was able. Bro. B URBA·NK has the records in charge, as he 
has had for more than twenty years, which is, I think, a sufficient guaran
tee that they are well kept. After the lodge closed we spent an hour very 
pleasantly together. 

Waterville Lodge, No. 33, being my masonic home, I have not deemed 
an official visit neces5ary, as I have been present at nearly every meeting 
for the year. Thllre has not been as much work in this lodge as in some 
years past, but its officers are capable of doing good work, and I think will 
compare favorably with other lodges in this district. The records are in the 
hands of Bro. Ransted and are neatly and well kept. 

While work in this district has slightly fallen off from last year, yet har
mony and fraternal feeling seem to prevail, which is, I think, much to be 
grateful for. 

I have endeavorerl to encourage the practice of freqnent interchange of 
friendly visits between lodges, as in no other way, I think, can so uniform 
work be had as in this, and it tends also to improve the . brethren socially. 
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But this has been a bad season for such visits on account of the uniform 
bad traveling. 

And now, M. W., in closing my report, allow me to thank through you 
the officers and brethren of this district for their uniform kindness and 
courtesies to me, and you, M. W., for the honor of my appointment. Ire 
main, }'raternally yours, 

FRANKLIN WALKER, D. D. G. M. 12th M. D. 
Waterville, April 25, 1806. 

THIRTEENTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. AUGIJSTUS B. FAHNIIAM, 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge 'of Maine. 

r have the honor to sllbmit my second annual report as District Deputy 
Grand Master of the Thirteenth District. 

My firot official act of this year was granting a dispellsation to Somerset 
Longe, No. 34, to appear in public in commemoration of St. John's Day on 
June 23d. 

September 3d, r visited Carrabassett Lodge, No. 161, at Canaan. Having 
no work on hand, they exemplified work in the M. M. degree. Owing to 
the absence of some of the officers, the work was not as well rendered as it 
would have been had all been present, for they can do good work. The 
W. M., WALTEn H. SMITH, is up to date on the ritual. Their records are 
in good hands and are well kept, and as far as I know peace and harmony 
prevail in this lodge . 

.December 28th, I visited Lebanon Lodge, No. 116, at South Norridge
wock. There being no work on hand, an hour was spent in reciting the 
ritual and in making corrections. The records are still in the hands of Bro. 
PowEns, and are correctly kept. I have visited this lodge several times this 
year, and have witnessed work in nearly all of the degrees, which has been 
very well done. 

November 7th, I visited Siloam Lodge, No. 92, at Fairfield, Bro. C. H. 
GAUDNEU, W . M. of Somerset Longe, No. 34, accompanying me'. We wit
nessed work in the M. M. degree, which was well done. There were about 
eighty brethren present, about twenty being from Waterville. On this oc
casion r also had the pleasure of meeting Bro. FRANKLIN WALKEU, D. D. 
G. M. of the Twelfth District. I made such corrections and suggestions 
as I deemed necE'ssary, which were kindly received. The records are still 
in the hands of Bro. MEuRnr_ and are neatly and correctly kept. The 
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lodge was closed in due form. We then repaired to the hotel, where a 
sumptuous banquet awaited us, to which we did ample justice. Thus ended 
one of the most pleasant occasions of the year. 

October 30th, I visited Keystone Lodge, No. 80, at Solon. They are 
building a new hall , which is going to be a very good one when completed. 
The old hall was so badly out of repair that they attempted no work. They 
are well up on the ritual, and I know that they can do good work. The 
records are still iu the hands of Bro. LONG L E Y, and are correctly kept. I 

,also wish to thank Bro. PA'I'TERSO~ and wife for their hospitality. 

October 30th, I visited Bingham Lodge, No, 190, at Bingham, This was 
a special meeting called at my request. There was a good ly number of the 
breth:en present. I witnessed work in the M. M. degree, which was well 
rlone. The ritual was very well rendered, bnt few mistakes being made, 
There has been a great improvement in their work since my first visit to 
them last year. They compare fa\'orably with any of the lodges ,in the 
district. The records are well kept. 

December 31st, I visited Northern Star Lodge, No. 28, at North Anson. 
Witnessed work in the E. A. degree, which was well done. I made snch 
corrections as I thought necessary. The records are still in the hands of 
Bro. SIMMONS, and are a model of neatness. This being their annnalmeeting, 
the officers for the ensuing year were duly elected, and the lodge was closed 
in form, after which we repaired to the hall below, where ref reshments 
were served. 

January 6th, I visited Euclid Lodge, No. 104, at Madison, There was a 
good attendance of the brethren. Witnesse(\ work in the M. M. degree, 
which, on the whole, was the best work I have seen in any of the lodges of 
this district. The lodge is well officered, and they a re taking much illterest 
in the work. Hefreshlllents were served in the hall. Lodge closed in peacc 
and harmony. 

September 16th, I installed the officers of Euclid Lodge, in presence of 
the brethren, their families and invited guests. The cereJDonies were in ter· 
spersed with music. Refreshments were served in the banquet hall. 

Somerset Lodge, No. 34, is my home lodge; I therefore did not consider 
it necessary to visit this lodge officially, as I have attended nearly all of its 
meetings, and have made such correction and suggestions as I deemed 
necessary. They have done a fair amount of work and done it well. 

February 24th, I installed the officcrs of Somerset Lodge, No, 34, Past 
Master L. C. EMERY acting as Grand Marshal. 

And now, Most Worshipful, permit me to extend to you my sincere thanks' 
for the honor conferred by my appointment, and to heart ily thank the 
officers and brethren throughout the district for their cordial and fraternal 
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greetings, and for their brotherly kindness and hospitality shown me on all 
occasions. Fraternally yours, 

FRANCIS H. WING, D. D. G. M. 13th M. D. 

FOURTEENTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. AUGUSTUS B. FARNHHI, 

Grand Master oj the Grand Lodge oj Maine. 

I herewith submit my annual reporL as District DepuLY Grand Master of 
the Fourteenth Masonic District. 

I have visiLed every lodge in this district, with one exception, at least once 
during the year and some of them several times. Much to my regret I was 
unable to visit Richmond Lodge, Richmond, my plans being interrupted by 
the freshet early in March, when I could not fulfill one of my appointments. 

December 3d, I attended the meeting of the Gmnd Lecturers at Augusta, 
and the instruction there received from Bro. SLEEPER was of great help to 
me in my official work. 

February 17th, I visited Ancient York Lodge, at Lisbon Falls, and wit
nessed the exemplification of work on the M. M. degree, conferred on one 
candidate, which was well done. There is much interest in this lodge. As ' 
the night of my visit was one of the coldest of the winter, the good attend·· 
ance testified to that fact. many of them coming several miles to be present at 
the meeting. Worshipful Master HAIGHT is quite correct in his rendering of 
the ritual, though some errors and omissions were made. The condition of 
Lhis lodge is first class in every respect, the records well kept and dues well 
collected. The ladies of the chapter of the Eastern Star furnished a fine 

- collation at the close. 
February 28th, I visited United Lodge, Brunswick, accompanied by several 

of the brethren from Bath. Work on the M M. degree. This was the first 
time the present officers had done any work on this degree, and the manner 
in which it was done testified that they had made an effort to be good 
workers. The W. Master and Wardens are all young men, and the interest 
they take in the lodge and in doing the work will make some of the older 
masons look out for their laurels. I made such corrections and suggestions 
as I thought were needed, which were kindly received. After work was 
fipished a nice banquet awaited us, at which speeches on the good of Lhe 
order were made by members of the lodge and visiting brethren. 

March 17th, I made an official visit to Acacia Lodge, Durham. There 
had been no work done the pre,:ious year, but at the election in December 
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new men were elected and they take much interest in the lodge. Since thEm 
three have been initiated, and the first candidate was raised the evening of 
my visit; the way in which it was done being a credit to themselves, yet, 
like all things human, it was not perfect. I gave such instruction as I 
thought needful, and their zeal for " more light in Masonry" was a proof 
that it was appreciated. 

I desire publicly to express my appreciation to Bro. WM. I-I. DOU G LASS. 

of Ancient York Lodge, who met me at the station '1t Lisbon Falls, and 
with his own team carried me to Durham, and though the traveling was 
very bad our reception was so cordial that all inconveniences were soon for
gotten, the inner man, too, being well supplied with refreshments. 

March 18th, 'Yith a delegation from my own lodge, Solon, and from Polar 
Star, I visited Village Lodge, Bowdoinham, and witnessed work on the 
F. C. degree. Bro. CARR, who is now in the East, was Master more than 
~wenty years ago, and the fact that he is willing to serve as such again is 
proof that he is still interested in his lodge, and the correctness of his work 
shows that he is yet familiar with the ritual. Bro. JACT(, the Senior Deacon , 
gave the lecture very correctly, and deeply impressed the candidate with its 
teachings. After giving such instruction as I deemed proper, speeches were 
made by the visiting brethren, among whom were several Past Masters. At 
the close, refreshments awaited us. 

March 23d, I visited Freeport Lodge. This was the regular meeting, anu 
after the usual business two candidates were initiated. I thus have seen 
work in every degree in my official visits . . This lodge is in a healthy condi
tion and the work compares favorably with some of the larger lodges. I 
made corrections of the errors which I noticed in the work, and answered 
the questions of the members relative to the work. The officers all seemed 
anxious to do good work. At the close of the meeting an oyster supper 
was served. 

I have attended three meetings of Polar Star Lodge during my official 
year. The interest in this lodge the past year was not up to former 
years. The business of the Master having called him out of town much 
of the time he was present at but two meetings after the installation. The 
health of the Secretary was such, that he was obliged to resign, and so 
with these two officers absent, the brethren were not as regular as usual in 
their attendance. 

At the annllal meeting in March a new Master was elected, and at my 
last visit he worked the E. A. degree on one candidate, and the applica
tions of four were accepted. The newly installed officers are very desiro~s 
to be correct in their rendering of the ritual, and they say if they do not do 
good work it is not because they do not try, and from frequent private inter
views with the Master, and the questions he has asked, I ain satisfied the 

r 
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coming year will be a profitable one to the lodge. I have given such advice 

and instruction as I thought were needed. 
As I have attended nearly every meetiug of my own lodge, Solar, when 

thet:e was work, I did not deem an official visit necessary, but have made 
such suggestions from time to time as I thought were required. The lodge 

is well officered, and they are very regular in their attendance; there has 

Ilot heen a meeting, I think, at which either Master, Warden, Deacon or 

Secretary was absent, and there was always a good attendance of the mem
bers. I think the practice of a Deputy making an official visit to his own 

lodge is not a good one; if he would exchange with a Deputy from a district 

Ileal' by it would be an improvement. 

It is with much satisfaction that I find the lodges in this d istrict in a 

flonrishing condition. The records are well kept; the dues, with a few ex
ceptions, well collected, the officers and members interested, and the social 

side of Masonry not neglected. 

And now, Most Worshipful, in conclusion, I desire to thank you for the 

eonfidence you reposed ·in me in appointing me to this most ·respollsible 

position, and to the officers and brethren for the uniform kindness and 
courtesy with which I have been treated, both officially and personally: . 

Fraternally yours, 

SETH T. SN I PE, D. D. G. M. 14th M. D. 
Bath, April 16, 1896. 

FIFTEENTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. AUGUSTUS B. FAltSlIAM, 

Grand Master of the Grand Lodge oj Maine. 

As the" tirst Tuesday in May" approaches, I am reminded that an ac

count of my do illgs as District Deputy Grand Master IllUSt be rendered forth
with . With pleasure I submit the same. 

November 26, 1895, Farmington. At a Lodge of Instruction, holden at 

above time and place, there were present: M. W. Grand Lectn l'er .FlUNK E. 

SLEEPER a!1d the representatives of seven lodges. The weather was unfavor

able and the attendance disappointing. The entire ritnal was recited, 

questions were asked by the brethren and corrections, explanations and sug
gestions· were made by the G rand Lecturer. 

What seemed at the time almost a failure has proved, however, a decided 
success. The work, as promulgated by the Grand Lodge, thereby found its 

way directly or indirect ly into nearly every lodge in the Fifteenth District, 
stimulating the rlesire of the officers, at least, to get the latest changes. This 

has resulted in bringing about a greater uniformity in the work that will be 
even more apparent another year . 

• 
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October 17th, Strong. Davis Lodge, No. 191. At above date, I publicly 
installed tbe officers of this lodge. The ceremony was conducted in Vaughn's 
Hall, in the presence of the brethren, their families and other invited 
guests. After the installation, I gave a short talk on " Masonry as it ap· 
pf'ars to the uninitiated," emphasizing tile importance of the better practice 
of ¥asonry in our every day lives. The evening concluded with refresh
ments and music. 

March 20th, I again visited this lodge, witnessed their work, and made 
due inquiry into all their affairs. They are ' good workers, have made re
markablp, growth in their few years' existence, and all their affairs are in 
careful hands and in a healthy condition. Work on M. M. degree. A 
large rlelegation from Blue Mountain Lodge accompanied me by sper,ial 
train on this visit. 

October 23d, Phillips. Blue Mountain Lodge, No. 67. At above date I 
installed the officers of this, my own lodge, in the presence of the brethren, 
their families, and other invited guests. Past D. D. G. M. NATHAN U . 

HINKLEY assisted in the ceremony as Grand Mal'shal. A pleasing enter
tainment and refreshments followed. I have been present at np,arly all the 
communications of the lodge during the year. It was fully represented at 
the Lodge of Instruction holden at Farmington. The officers, nearly all of 
whom are young men, have taken great pride in acquiring the revised and 
accurate work. The records and affairs of the lodge are strictly gua.rded by 
a most exemplary Secretary, Bro. W~1. A. D. CIUGIN. A complete lodge 
history is under way, and will soon be published. 

December 4th, Wilton. Wilton Lodge, No. 156. :Forty-three masons 
were present at the conferring of the M. M. degree upon one candidate. 
The work waR well renrlered, though needing to be changed somewhat to 
conform to the new ritual. The duties of Secretary are especially well per
formed by P. M. Bro. FRED E. TREFETHEN. A banquet and social hour 
concluded a very enjoyable evening. 

February 17, 1896, Weld. Mystic Tie Lodge, No. 154. About fifteen 
brethren from my own lodge accompanied me upon my official visit to 
Mystic Tie. Though a fierce blizzard came on and raged through the night, 
yet forty interested masous were present. The M. M. degree was conferred 
upon one candidate. On the whole I havo witnessed no better work during 
the year. P. M. Bro. CIIAS. F. C:iANDLER skillfully presided at the organ 
and was ever ready with the right selection at the right time. Would that 
more of the lodges were able in like manner to adorn their · work. It is 
enough to say that Past D. D. G. M. LYMAN L. JONES has charge of the 
records. Much interest is mauifest in this lodge. 

February 28th, New Sharon. Franklin Lodge, No. 123. At above date, 
with several brethren from Maine Lodge, I visited New Sharon. They had 

• 
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no work-have had none for two years. However, they were far from being 

" rusty." The M. M. degree was exemplified in a vary creditable manner. 

This lodge was also r.cpresented at the Lodge of Instruction before men

tioned, and the work showed them close students of the new ritual. Though 
passing through a period of inac tivity, yet they are by no means discouraged , 

but are hoping for, and expecting, better days. Twenty .. six masons were 

present. Bro. A. T. STINSON, the tiecretary, is a " hustler," and the dues 
a re looked after closely. 

March 25th, Livermore Falls. Oriental Star Lodge, No. 21. But twenty 

masons were present, though this was the regular communication of the 

lodge. This is the largest lodge in the district, numbering one hundred and 

eighty masons, and it was rather disappointing to m~e t so small a percent

age of its membership. But the recent flood had la id waste and destroyed 

much valuable property at Livermore, including the only bridge across the 

river. This made it inconvenient, at least, for a part of the officers and 

many other members to attend. There was no work on hand, so the M. M. 

degree was exemplified, and in a very satisfactory manner, considering the 

circumstances. It was an unfavorable opportunity to examine their work 

or to estimate their interest in Masonry. Bro. G. O. EUSTIS is looking 

closely after the duties of tiecr~tary, and under his persuasion the number 
of delinquent mern bel'S is rapidly decreasing. 

March 26th, Canton. Whitney Lodge, No. 167. Canton, too, was sorely 

devastated by the mighty rush of waters; but the interest in Masonry still 
survives. Thirty-five masons were assembled at this special communication. 

The work on the M. M. degree was performed in a very impressive man

ner. Their rooms, ever invit.ing, were made ·more so by the addition of 

plants and flowers. Theil' banquet, also inviting, was graced by the pres
ence of ladi~s, loyal members of the order of the Eastern Star. The im .. 

portant duties of ~ecretary are carefully and neatly performed by Bro. H. J. 
DESIION. It was a most delightful occasion, and I am impressed with the 

fact that Masonry IIlcans something to the members of Whitney Lodge. 

March 30th, Farmington. Mn,ine Lodge, No. 20. A special train from 

Livermore Falls brought about fifty visitors. There were present one hUII

dred and twellty- tive JJ1asons, including representatives from various lodges, 

at this stated cOIllUlunication . The work on M. M. degree was impressive, 
especially wellrenclered and in accord with the latest teachings of the ritual. 

That of the W. 1'1., Bro. E. C. MEnltlLL, was worthy of particular mention 

. fur the precision anel 'c<\11ll dignity with which it was performed. The 
atIa irs of this lodge for m<lny years were in the hands of a most painstaking 

and effic ient Secretary, Bro. GEORGE B. CRAGIN. Its exemplary records 

were known and esteemed far and near. The reputation thus acquired is 

being ably sustained by the present Secretary, .Bro. FRANK W . BUTLER. 
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The evening, concluding with a banquet and social hour, was ev idently much 
enjoyed by all present. Not only was it an evening of enjoyment, but an 
evening··full of words and work that will redound to the honor of Masonry. 

April 11th, Stratton. Mt. Bigelow Lodge, u. D. I found fifteen mem
bers present at this, the regular communication, a good attendance from a 
total membership of seventeen. 'V. M. BLACKwt~LL was unable to be pres
ent, necessitating several changes in the officers. The E. A. degree, there
fore, was not worked so smoothly as it would o'therwise have been. This 
lodge seems to be exercising commendable caution, resolved to adm it as 
members only such as are worthy of the honor they solicit. Its members 

. are widely scattered, some of its officers coming ten or twelve miles to attend 
communications. The records, however, indicate a large attendance; this 
means a good degree of masonic in terest; they are neatly kept, the bills all 
paid, and a small amount in the treasnry. A banquet and social hour at Hotel 
Blanchard were enjoyed at close of lodge. 

I have urged upon every delinqnent lodge the importance of preparing, 
and forwarding to Grand Lodge it lodge history. I am assured that all my 
efforts iu this direction have not been in vain. Many lodges are at a loss 
just how to proceed in the matter of preparing a history, while others have 
a lready prepared hi~tories which have but little value. If the Grand Lodge 
would select a clear, concise and comprehensive history, and forward a copy 
of the same to every lodge, or at least to every delinquent lodge, as a sample 
worthy of imitation, lodge historians would no longer dread the undertak
ing, and more and better histories would be the result. 

Although the amount of work has been less tban lIsllal, yet I feel confi
dent that there has never been a greater interest in Masonry'thonghont the 
district than during the past year. Visitations and occasions of masonic 
social intercourse have been frequent, and are always helpful in diffusing 
masonic light and knowledge, in elevat.ing the standard of thc work, lind 
ill promoting the practice of ideal Masonry. ' Ii' 

I have endeavored to impress upon masons the importance of their con
duct outs ide the lodge, as being the criterion by which the uninitate~lmeas
ure the influence and worth of Masonry. 

I am greatly indebted to the Grand Lecturers for indis.pensable assistance, 
as well as to the officers and brethren of the seveml lodges for their hearty 
co-operation, and the ever corrlial manner in which they have received and 
entertained me as a representative of the Grand Lodge. 

Accept my sincllre tballks, Most Worshipful, ~or past favors at. your. 
hands, and assuring you of my appreciation of the same, I am, 

Yours respectfully, 

NEWELL P. NOBLE, D. D. G. M. 15th M. D. 
Phillips, April 15, 1896. 
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SIXTEENTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. AUGUSTU S B. FARNHAM, 
G'rand Master of tlle Grand Ludge of Maine. 

I herewith submit my official report as District Deputy Grand Master of 
the Sixteenth Masonic District. 

In June, I inspected a hall at Rumford Falls, which the brethren there 
wished to use for holding meetingR of instruction, and found it suitable for 
that purpose. 

In July, I granted dispensations to the different lodges ill the district to 
appear in processioll at the laying the corner stone of the County Building, 
at South Paris, by the Grand J.odge of Maine, and was present myself on 
that occasioll. I find most all the lodges in this district in good financial 
condition and records correctly kept. I have made correc'tions and given 
instructions in the ritual to all the lodges, and trust I may have been of 
some help to them. 

In December, I attended the convention at Augusta, and received much 
instruction by SQ ,dOing. 

November 5th, I visited lOng Hiram Lodge, at Dixfield, and installed the 
officers. The installation was public, and the lodge room was well filled 
with masons, their ladies and friends; fine music was furnished, which added 
much to the occasion. The officers and members seemed much interested. 
The records of the lodge are in the hands of Bro. DILLIN-GIIAM, which is a 
guarantee that -they are well kept. After the installation, a fine supper was 
served by the ladies, and a pleasitnt social time enjoyed by all. 

December 26th, I made my official visit to Crooked River Lodge, at 
Bolster's Mills, and witnessed work on the M. M. degree, which was rendered 
in a mitllner highly creditable to the lodge. The officers show that they 
have put considerable study on the work. I made what corrections were 
necessary, and after the lodge closed a pleasant hour was spent in social talk 
and answering questions on the ritual. A fine supper, such as Crooked 
River Lodge is noted for, was served in the hall below. The records are 
well kept and the lodge in good financiitl condition. 

December 12th, I publicly installed the officers of Bethel Lodge. There 
was a good attendance of members and their ladies, also quite a number 
from Paris and Oxford Lodges. After the installation, pleasant remarks 
were made by a number of brothers, after which we adjourned to the hotel, 
where a fine turkey supper awaited us. 

February 24th, I visited Evening Star Lodge, at Buckfield, and witnessed 
work on the E. A. and M. M. degrees. This lodge is well situated in its 
new hall, and have a set of officers that are capable of doing good work. 
Corrections were made and instruction given, after which we were invited 

8 G. L. 
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to the banquet ball above, wbere all enjoyed a pleasant time at the supper 

table. Tbis lodge has just furnisbed its ball in good silape and are in good 

healthy condition, owing no man a dollar. 

Fe'bruary 25th, [visited Jefferson Lodge, at Bryant's Pond. The work 
was 011 tbe E. A. degree, and it was given in exceptionally fine manner. This 

lodge, though the smallest in the district, bas a fine set of officers, and Bro. 

CHASE keeps the records of the lodge in fine shape. A nice lunch was 
served after the work . . 

February 26th, I visited Blazing Star Lodge, at Rumford Center. The 

work was on tbe E. A. degree and was very well done. This lodge has had 

a large growth the past year, and is good condition. Its meetings are helel 

in the afternoon, and at six 1'. M. the lodge was called from labor to re

freshment, and we sat down ~ a fine oyster supper, after which the work 
was done on the E. A. degree. 

March 24th, I made my official visit to Paris Lodge, at South faris. The 
work was on the F. C. degree, and was done in very good shape, consider

ing the officers were installed at the last meeting, and a number of them 

were filling their positions for the first time on this degree. 

April 22d, I officially visited Granite Lodge, at West Paris. This lodge 

has not had much work the past year, and in consequence, as is too apt to be 

tbe case, the attendance is not large. The officers not all being present, no 

·work was exemplified, but a pleasant, and I trust profitable, evening was 
spent in answering questions and giving instruction on the three degrees. 

I have been present at every meeting of Oxford Lodge, unless called away 

on official masonic business. I installed the officers at tile October rpeeting, 

and can say tb,tt they ably maintain the good standing of this lodge in the 
past. 

In closing, permit me to thank you, Most Worshipful, for the honor you 

have conferred upon me, and also the brethren of the Sixteenth District for 

their hospitalit.y and brotherly kindness to me on all occasions. 

Fraternally yours, 

GEO. W. HOLMES, D. D. G. M. 16th M. D . 

SEVENTEENTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. AUGUSTUS B. FARNHAM, 

Grand Master oj the Gmnd Lodge oj Maine . 
I have the honor to submit a report of my doings as District Deputy Grand 

Master of the Seventeenth Masonic District. 

There has been general prosperity throughout the district, each lodge, 
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except Standish, having had a fair amouut of work and some more than tbe 
average. 

Every lodge in the district has been visited officially once, and I have 
been present at meetings of some of the lodges on numerous occasions. 

On November 2, 1895, I visited Presumpscot J,odge, No. 127, at North 
Windham. It was a very stormy night, and as the members are widely scat
tered the attendance was very small. They had no regular work but exem
plified the M. M. degree in fairly good shape, considering the fact that t~e 
officers were not all present. Bro. HALE, of Harmony Lodge, acted as candi
date. The officers present seemed earnest and well informed about the rit
ual. The records, in the bands of Bro. CRAM, are well kept. Bros. E'LDER 
and DRESSER accompanied me on this visit . 
. On J anuary 25, 1896, I visited Deering Lodge, No. 183, and witnessed 

the conferring of the M. M. degree on two candidates. This is my home 
lodge, and I am very proud (and I trust not prejudiced) to say that the ritual
istic part of the work was almost perfect. I made some necessar.v COlTec
tions in the floor work. Although a very stormy mght there were about 
olle hundred and fifty present, among them P. D. D. G. M. CHARLES E. 
SNOW. I A banquet was served after the work. 

On February 21st, I publicly installed the officers of Deering Lodge, with 
W. Bro. F. II. TUOM ['SON acting as Grand Marshal. A large number of 
brethren and the ir lad ies were present. After the installation a banquet 
was served in City Hall, and a pleasing entertainment was rendered, com
posed of music and recitations. 

On February 25th, I visited Hiram Lodge and witnessed work on the M. M. 
degree. I made some corrections, although the work was done in a very 
satisfactory manner. The' records, kept by VV. BI"O. SCAllMAN, are in ex
cellent shape, and the dues are well collected. They are contemplating 
building a new hall at Knightville, on the line of the electric cars, and I 
have no doubt it will be a great benefit to the lodge if successful. W. Bro. 

, TIIOMPSON was with me on this visit. Refreshments after the meeting. 
I visited Ancient Landmark Lodge on March 4th, and witnessed work on 

the E. A. degree, which was done i!l an excellent manner. It was a very 
rOligh day, and the attendance was not as large as was expected. Very few 
corrections were necessary. I had the pleasure of meeting R. 'N . Bro. JOSEPH 
A. Loclo~ , Deputy Grand Master, and Past D. D. G. M. s CHAI{(,ES E. 
SNO W and WI LLlHl N. HOWE. A bonntiful collation was served after the 
work. Records in fine shape. 

On March 17th, J visited Casco Lodge, at Yal·mouth, and witnessed the 
conferring of the M. M. degree, which was done as well, perhaps, as could 
be expected, consiuerll1g that the Master was elected from the fioor, and two 
of the other principal officers were not only new in office but were new to 
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the Order, having been raised last year. However, I felt that they needed 
some instruction to enable them to leal'll the ri tual correctly, and I fully in
tended to make another visit for that purpose : the opportnnity has not 
presented itself at this writing, but may before the Grand Lodge convenes. 
Records in good order. Worshipful Bros. SNOW alld THOMPSON accompa
nied me. A bountiful collation at the close. 

March 19th, I visited Atlantic Lodge, of Portland. They presented work 
01) the ~L M. degree in a manner that was very creditable to the officers. 
The records are very nicely kept and -the dues are particularly well attended 
to. A banquet was served after the work, to which about two hundred did 

ample jnstice. 
March 25th, visited Portland Lodge, No.1, and witnessed work on the 

F. C. degree. It was done in fairly good shape, but not as good as it ouglit 
to be for a city lodge possessing the ad vant.ages that they do in Portland of 
seeing and obtaining the correct ritualistic work. The Secretary's books 
are kept in their usual full and correct style. 

On March 26th, I started out with the intention of visiting Standish Lodge, 
and should have done so, had brethren enough assembled to hold a meet
ing. It was vel'y bad traveling, and perhaps I took the wrong time of year 

to mak~ the visit, but still I fee l that I was no more or less successful than 
my predecessors have been for several years at least. The lodge was not 
opened, and I spent the eveuing talking over the situation with the Secre
tary, Tyler and a Past Master who prides himself t1mt he almost always 
attends the meetings when the D. D. G. M. makes his official visit, for which 
much credit is dlie him. The Secretary seems earnest, and is doing his 
duty faithfully, and as well as it is possible under the circulIlstances. J 
should be glad to make some recommendation or suggestion to bring this 
lodge to life, but am unable to do so. 

Visited Warren Phillips Lodge on April 1st, and witnessed work on the 
M. M. degree, which was done in a very beautiful and impressive manner. 

They have a fine and earnest line of officers, and they are capable of doing 
good work. Very few corrections were necessary. necords are all right 
and the lodge is in a prosperous condition. I was accompanied on this visit 
by quite a nnmber of brethren from Deering Lodge. A fine collation after 
the work. 

April 7th, visited Harmony Lodge, at Gorham. The work exhibited was 
on the M. M. degree and of an excellent character. I had very few correc
tions to make. This lodge is particnlarly well off as to their official staff, as 
well as finances. The records, in the hands of W. Bro. HARDING, are well 
kept and dues closely collected. Collation at close of the meeting. W. Bro. 
THOMPSON was my companion on this visit. 

Being unable to keep an appointment made with the Master of Temple 
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Lodge for the 8th of April, J appointed Past D. D. G. M. FRANCIS E. CIIAS!!: 

to make the visit for me, who rendered the following report: 

"In compliance with your request, I visited Temple Lodge, No. 86, at 
Westbrook, last evening. I was received and entertained with that cor
diality and hospitality which has a lways characterized this lodge when vis · 
ited by the representative of the Grand Lodge of Maine. The work exh ib
ited was in the R A. degree, and wa.~ done in a very creditable manner, as 
would be expected from Wor. Bro. A. H. BURnouGHs, who has had much 
experience in other masonic bodies. Very few eorrections were necessary. 
The records are in their usual full aud correct style, recorded by Wor. Bro. 
O. A. COBIl, and show the condition of the lodge to be good, and starting 
th.is year witb a fair amount of work. It is a pleasant ratber than an ard u
ous duty to visit such a lodge, and I was glad of the opportun ity not on ly of 
accommodating you but also of the pr ivilege of meeting with the brethren." 

In conclusion, I wish to thank the officers and brethren of tbe sevei-al 

lodges for the many courtesies and favors extended to your representlttive 

in tbis district, and you, Most Worshipful, for the honor of my appointment. 

Respectfully and fraternally submitted, 

HEHBERT N. MAXFIELD, D. D. G. ltf. 17th M. D. 

Wood fords, Me., April 24, 1896. 

EIGHTEENTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. AUGUSTUS B. FAI!NHA~r, 

Grand Master oj the Grand Lodge oj Maine. 

I herewith submit my report as District Deputy Grand Master of the 

Eighteenth Masonic District. 

On June 30, 1895, I granted a dispenation to Mt. Tir'em Longe, No. 132, 

to appear in publie as a masonic body on the occasion of l ayi~1g the corner 

stone of the new County Buildings at South Paris . 
. Satnrday, November 2d, I made an official visit to Oriental Lodge, No. 

13, at Bridgton; witnessed work in the E. A. degree, ann installed their 

officers. 

Tuesday, January 29, 1806, I visited Mt. Tir'em Lodge, No. 132, at 

Waterford, and publicly installed their officers. 
I regret to say that on account of sickness I have not been able to visit 

the other lodges in this district, but from information I- have received, I can 

report them all in a prosper6us cond ition. 

I have received returns and Grand Lodge dues from all the lodges. 

Thanking the brethren for their courtesy, and you, M. W., for the hODo~ 

of my appointment, I remain fraternally yours, 
JAMES P. LOWN, D. D. G. M. 18th j[. D. 

Harrison, Me., April 25, 1896. 
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NINETEENTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. AUGUSTUS B. FARNHAM, 
Grand Master oj the Grand Lodge oj Maine. 

[May, 

r herewith present my annual report as District Deputy Grand Master of 
the Nineteenth Masonic District. 

From the start J was somewhat handicapped in my endeavors to inrpart 
instruction to the lodges in my district, having been unable to attend any 
of the Lodges of Instruction. but to atone for this so far as possilJle, I on 
February 6th, visited Bro. RAYMOND, in Portland, and secured from him in
formation on such points as I felt at all doubtful, and in my visits to the 
several lodges in the district luwe, to the beRt of my ability, given such in
structions as were needed . 

With one exception, all the lodges in my district are in a healthy concli
tion, and I have found the Masters and other officers, as a l'l1le, well posted 
in the work of the degree"S exemplified. 

My first visit was to St.. Aspinquid Lodge, No. 198, at York Village. 
Owing to a severe storm but few members were present, and the cand idate 
not making his appearance as expected, the time spent in lodge was devoted 
to instl'l1ction in work of the three degrees. Thongh this lodge has been 
institute.! but a few years, yet it deservedly has the credit of being one of 
the best working lodges in the district. 

On February 5th, I visited Saco Lodge, No.9, at Saco, and witnessed the 
work 'of the First degree on two candidates, which was. performed in a man
ner creditable to Master and officers alike. The records of this lodge, in the 
hands of Bro. EMER1' , are accnratelyand beautifully kept, and might well 
serve as models for Secretaries of many lodges. 

February 24th, I visited York Lodge, No. 22, at Kenn ebunk. Although 
there was no exemplification of work, I feel justified in saying that this lodge 

is in a healthy condition, a.nd may be safely relied upon, under the careful 
and intelligent direction of Past D. D. G. M. GEO. A. GUA'A'I'RIC and W. M. 
EDWlN PARSONS, to fully maintain the high standard of excellence that it 
has attained in the past. 

February 26th, I visited Ocean Lodge, No. 142, at Wells Depot, and wit
nessed work of the Firs~ degree. Although many of the regular officers of 
the lodge were absent, the work was performed in a very creditable manner, 
The officers and members of this lodge evince great interest in the work, 
and their careful and painstaking Master, Bro. Lnl ,lN F. GETC Il ELL, is 
deserving of great credit for the excellent showing of his lodge. 
• February 28th, visited Yorkshire Lodge, No. 179, at North Berwick, and 
witnessed an exemplification of the work of Third degree. :1'he work of 
this lodge, as in the past, is far above the average, and shows what can be 
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accomplished by careful supervision and intelligent study, as exemplified 
by W. M. Bro. J. WgSLI.;Y \VEBBgR and the other officers of this lodge. 

March 2d, visited Dunlap Lodge, No.4 7, at Biddeford, and witnessed the 
work of Third degree on three candidates. I was very much pleased with 
the work of Dunlap Lodge, and I feel that I can safely say no better work 
is done in the Grand Jurisdiction of Maine than that performed by this 
lodge. Special credit is due the Master, Bro. HAROLD KgLr, Y, for his 
correct rendition of the work, and mention should likewise be made of the 
excellent tloor and other work of the Senior and Junior Deacons. Finan
cially and otherwise, the lodge is in a healthy condition, and I am pleased 
to be able to record it as being a "skillful" and" well governed" lodge. 

March 9th, visited St. John's Lodge, No. 51, at South Berwick, by proxy. 
Owing to sickness I was, much to my regret, obliged to forego my visit to 
this lodge, but my representative, Bro. E. L. CHAN>; '- , Master of Naval 
Lodge, was much pl~ased with the work and condition of the lodge. I here
with append h is report of his visit: 

" March 9th, I visited St. John's Lodge, No. 51, and witnessed work in 
the M. M. degree on one cand idate. 'l'hB work was of high order and very 
few corrections lmd to be ma.de. I was recei ved most corrlially by the 
brethren, nearly sixty of whom were present, and can certify that the mem o 
bel'S of St. John's Lodge are royal entertainers." 

March 24th, I visited Arundel Lodge, No. 76, at Kennebunkport, and 

witnessed work of the Third degree, which was performed in a most pleas
ing manner. This lodge has maintained a high standing in past years, and 
nnder its present careful and well informed Master and officers, will doubt
less continue to exemplify the beauties of our order in a manner that sha ll· 
refl ec t credit upon themselves and upon the order at large. 

March 26th, visited Arion Lodge, No. 162, at Goodwin's Mills, and wit
nessed the work of Second and Third degrees. I regret to state that this 
lodge is not all that cou ld be desired j in fact is considerably below the stand · 
ard of excellence that a masonic lodge should strive to maintain. Many 
reasons might be adduced to account for this condition, and SOlne of these I 
will state fully in a separate commun ication. I would most earuestly recom
mend that, owing to its situation, this lodge be transferrerl to the Twenty

third District, as being more accessible to the District Deputy of that dis-. 
trict, and conseqnently more closely under his snpervision. Its transfer to 
that 'district will also make the visits of the Deputy less expcnsi ve to the 
Grand Lodge. 

Of Naval Lodge, No. 194, at Kittery, the masonic home of your corre
spondent, I have only to say I am well pleased with its work, and though 
it might in some ways be improved, yet I feel that it may be rightfully con
sidered an intereRted and well informed lodge. 

In conclusion, Most Worshipful, I wish to thank the brethren throughout 
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the district for their c.oUJ:teous and brotherly treatment, and I trust that the 
experience of other deputies has been as pleasant as mine. 

To you, Most Worshipful , I wish to express my thanks for the honor con
ferred in appointing me to the position it has been my pleasure t.o llOld for 
the past year. If during my term of office I have in any way failed in my 
duty, I beg the indulgence of the craft, for I have honestly tried to fulfill the 
duties imposed npon me in a just and impartial manner. 

I have the honor to remain, 
Yours fraternally, 

ISAAC N. HURD, D. D. G. M. 19th M. D. 

J{ittery, Maine, April 25, 1806. 

TWENTIETH DISTRICT. 

To M. ·W. AU GUSTUS B. FAIlNITHf, 

Gmne! Master o/the Grane! Loe!(je 0/ Maine. 

I have the honor to submit my second report as District Deputy Grand 
Master for the Twentieth Masonic District. 

OIi December 12, IS!)5, I attended Grand Lecturer' s Convention at Ban
gor; it was very interesting and instructive. 

On F ebruary 22, 1896, I visited Pine Tree Lodge, at Mattawamkeag. 
There being no ca]1didate, the Third degree was exemplified. The work 
was well done and few corrections were necessary. This lodge has a fin e 
hall, finan ces in good condition, with its records in hands of Past D. D G. M. 
SMITH. 

On F ebruary 25tb, I visited Horeb Lodge, at Lincoln . I had the pleasure 
of witnessing the First degree conferred on two candidates, a nd the manner 
in which the several officers did their work was an honor to Horeb Lodge; 
hardly a mistake was made. I had the pleasure of meeting Past D. D. G. M. 
PIPER. The records are in the hands of Bro. PLGAlL\' , and, as usual, are 
neatly and correctly kept. 

On March lOth, I visited Molunkus Lodge, at Sherman Mills. There was 
a large attendallce, seveTaI coming from Island Falls. 'Vork was done on 
one candidate for the M. M. degree. Few corrections were made except in 
the !lew work. Financial condition good, but dues are very poorly collecterl. 
After lodge closed, a fine oyster supper was served at the hotel. This lodge 
is in prosperous condition, have a good hall, quite well fnrnished. 

On March 11th, I visited Katahdin Loclge, at Patten. My reception was 
mnch pleasanter this year than last, because I found quite a large number 
of brothers assembled when lodge opened. In the absence of any work (in 

I 

• 
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fact no work has been done in this lodge for over two years), a very pleasallt 
time was passed in reciting tbe ritual. The brothers present seemed to take 
an interest in the work, but for some reason this lodge has done no work 
of any account for a great many years. 

On account of bad roads and distance, I had to take train to visit lodges 
at Sherman Mills and Patten, and traveled about 278 miles the round trip. 
These two lodges should be placed in Houlton District. 

On Tuesday even ing, March 24th, I made a visit to Vanceboro Lodge of 
Instruction, held at Vanceboro. Found a good attendance, and from the 
manner in which the nrst degree was worked, I am satisfied that the brothers 
are all determined to get the ritual work correct. I gave instructions in tbe 
various degrees, and spent a very pleasant even ing. Much praise is due 
Bro. C. H. KINGSrON for the manner in which he has conducted the affairs 
of this lodge. I-Ie is a worker, and a man in the right place. 

On Saturday evening, March 21st, by the invitati'ln of Vanceboro I.odge 
of Instrnction, twelve members of Baskahegan Lodge, Danforth, met at 
Vanceboro Hall to attend a social gathering and banquet. Several lodges 
were represeuted. The meeting was opened by Bro. C. H. KINGSTON in a 
very fine, instructive oration on Ancient and Modern Masonry. Remarks 
by other brothers followed, ana then a fine oyster supper. The meeting 
was jor the purpose of getting the brothers in this locality acquainted, and 
a very successful affair it was. 

On account of professional business, it has been impossible for me to visit 
Forest Lodge, at Springficld. 

Baskahegan Lodge, No. 175, is my own lodge, of which I am Secretary. 
I have been present at uearly all its meetings. The finances are in good 
condition, dues well collected, and the lodge is in a generally prosperous 
condition. 

In conclusion, allow me, Most Worshipful, to thank you for the honor 
conferred upon me by the appointment, and the brethren of the several 
Lodges for the courtesies extended to me as your representative. 

Fraternally yours, 
MARTIN L. POWfER, D. D. G. M. 20th M. D. 

Danforth, April 1, 1896. 

TWENTY-FIRST DISTRICT. 

To M. W. AUGUSTUS B. FAItNIIA~r, 

Gmnd Master of the Grand Lo(/ge of Maine. 

I herewith submit my second annual report as District Deputy Grand 
Master for the Twenty-first Masonic District, in accordance with the re-
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quirements of the Grand Lodge. I have worked hard to fill the office to 
which I have been appointed, and trust that I have been quite successful. I 
deem i\ unnecessary to give all the details as I did in my report last year. 

My first official visit was at Bangor on Thursday, December 12, H195, to 
attend a meeting of the Grand Lecturer, Bro. RA HIOND. It is very evident 
that we cannot have uniformity of work throughont the state and dispense 
with these lectures. 

December 20th, T visited Marine Lodge at Deer Isle. There is no ques
tion but the members of this lodge understand their business, and being 
business men, this lodge has a good future in store. The F. C. degree was 
worked. The records are well kept and everything went to show that they 
were prospering. 

December 21st, I visited Reliance Lodge, Green's Landing, and found it 
in fair condition; records well kept and financial standing good. 

January 15, 1806, I publicly installed the officers of Winter Harbor 
Lodge, which was followed by a banquet. This is my home lodge and I 
have visited it every night when possihle, and under the care of W. M. Gl':o. 
W. TRAc Y, who has before had it Hnder his charge, it must have a prosper
ous year before It. 

January 20th, I visited Mt. Desert Lodge, at Mt. Desert. The M .. M. 
degree was worked very satisfactorily, in fact almost perfect. Bro. ALLEN 
is a model Master. 

January 22d, I visited Tremont Lorlge, at Southwest Harbor. The M. M. 
degree was worked, there being fifty brethren in attendance, which shows 
the interest manifested. Bro. K I",NE is still Secretary. and 1 need make 
no further cOlIlments except to say the financial condition is better each 

year. 
February 13th, I visited Esoteric Lodge, at Ellsworth. It had been my 

desire to see the M. M. degree wor~ed in this lodge, and I had previously 
notified the Secretary to report t.o me when they had work in that degree. 
He Roon notifie(i me that they would have work on the coming Thursday 
(having three candidates) and would like for me to be present, but sickness 
kept me away, so that when I did visit on the ~tbove date the E. A. degree 
was conferred in the presence of a large number. The work was well done, 
and their records show that they have had plenty of work, having had 

eighteen candidates during the year. 
I have examined the books and records of all the lodges which I have vis

i ted and believe that they are all prospering. 
There are two lodges, however, in the district, which, owing to sickness 

alld other causes, it was impossible for me to visit. One was Bar Harbor 
Lodge, at Bar Harbor. I -therefore anthorized Past D. D. G. M. Bro. B. L. 
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HADT_El' to act for me in Bar Harbor Lodge and report the condition, and I 

herewith submit his report, as follows: 

.. In accOroallOO with yow' request, I visited the lodge last evening for in
spection of the work. No one but the Master knew of my pUl'pose until the 
work was over and I was called upon to criticise, so it could not be other 
than a specimen of our regular work. The degree conferred was the Eo A. ; 
I followed very closely and was almost surprised to see how nearly correct 
it was given. In the two years I was Deputy I never had occasion to make 
fewer corrections than last night. The financial condit ion of the lodge is 
good. The whole arrears of clues back of 1896 is $6.00. 'Ve never try to 
collect until the end of the year, though of course some pay in voluntarily." 

The other lodge was Lygonia, at Ellsworth, and I authorized Past D. D. 
G. M. JAMES Eo PAHSO,",S to act for me in his lodge, also to visit Esoteric 

when they worked the M. M. degree, although I had visited when the E. A. 

degree was worked, as above stated, and I herewith send you his report: 
.. In accordance with your request, on March 12th, I visited Esoteric 

Lodge, No. Iii!), and witnessed work in the Mastel' Mason's degree on two 
candidates. This lodge. has an estab lished reputation for doing good work, 
and on this occasion fu lly sustained that reputation. Although several of 
the important officers were absent on account of s ickness, there was still 
abundant ' material to choose from, and the degree was worked with an ex
cellence rarely seen. The ritual was 1ollowl1(1 closely, and in the whole of 
the work r was unable to detect but one or two errors and those were words 
miscalled. 

"As r have visited this lodge a number of times dming the past year, I 
know that the work done on this occasion was only a sample of what they 
are doing right a long. After the lodge closed, refreshments were served in 
the banCJuet 1'00111 and a very pleasant hour was spent in social intercourse . 

.. Of the work in Lygon ia Lodge. I will say that on the whole it is fairly 
well done. Some of the officers have attained a rare excellence in their 
respective parts. 

" As this is my home lodge r have attended, with the exception of one or 
two, all the meetings that·have been held the past year, and so have witnessed 
work in all the degrees. The work on the E. A. and F. C. degrees has been 
excellent; rather better on the whole than in the Master's degree. 

"The officers are well posted in the correct rendering of the ritual and 
should do work second to none." 

I desire to thank you, Most 'Vorshipful Grand Master, for the honor you 
have conferred upon me. 

Respectfnlly and fraternally Sflbmitted, 

FREELAND R. BUNKER, D. D. G. M. 21st M. D. 

TWENTY-SECOND DISTRICT. 

To M. 'V. AUGUSTUS B. FARNIlAM, 

Gmnd Master oj the Grand Lodge of Maine. 

r herewith submit my second annual report as Distril)t Deputy Grand Master 

of the Twenty-second Masonic District. 



124 Proceed£ngs 0/ the [May, 

The lodges in this. district are in a prosperous condition, and doing good 

work, some of them much better than last year. I officially visited the 

lodges as follows: 
June 5th, Archon Lodge, No. 139 This lodge had no work, but the mem

bers are taking more interest in lodge meetings than for some time past. 

September 11th, Pacific Lodge, No. 64. Work in E. A. and M. M. degrees. 

This lodge takes no second place in this district in the amount and quality , 

of its work. 
October 1st, Plymouth J,odge, No. 75. Public installation. 
October 2d, Corinthian Lodge, No. 95. Installed the officers, except the 

W. M., who was absent. 

October 3d, Cambridge Lodge, No. 157. Work in M. M. degree, which 

was well done. More interest taken in lodge than formerly. 

October 31st, Archon Lodge, No. 139. Public installation. 
February 11th, Parian Lodge, No. 160. Work in M. M. degree; ritual 

closely followed; large attendance of members and visiting brethren. 

:February 28th, Meridian Lodge, No. 125. Work in E. A. degree, which 

was very well done; improvement from last year. 

March 26th, Meridian Splendor Lodge, No. 49. Work was exemplified 
in M. M. degree, which wa.~ well done. 

I attended the Grand Lecturer's Convention ,at Bangor, December 12th. 

Thanking the brethren for their courtesy, and you, M. 'V., for the honor 

of my appointment, I remain fraternally yours, 
HENRY S. THORNE, D. D. G, Jf. ,~2d M. D. 

Plymouth, March 27, 1896. 

TWENTY-THIRD DISTRICT. 

To M. W. AUGUSTUS B. FARNHAM, 

Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Maine. 

I have the honor to submit my second annual report from the Twenty
third Masonic District, consisting of eight chartered lodges. 

Jannary 11, I80R, by invitation, I publicly installed the officers of Frater

nal Lodge, No. 55, at Alfred. The hall was well filled, and after the cere

monies of installation, refreshments were served, and an hour spent in a 

pleasant and social manner. Good music furnished by a quartet added much 
to the enjoyment of the occasion. 

January 26th, I again visited this lodge' and witnessed work on F. C. 
degree, which was rendered in a very impressive and satisfactory maliner. 

There was a good attendance and quite a number of visiting brethren. Re

cords are well kept. 
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February 15th, I'visited Freedom Lodge, No. 55, at Limerick. Attend
ance not large. Witnessed work in the M. M. degree, which was fairly well 
done. Records well kept. 

February 27th, I visited Drummond Lodge, No. 118, :Parsonsfield. The 
Master and Wardens were unavoidably absent. The Secretary informed 
me that the financial condition of the lodge was very good, and peace and 
harmony prevailed. The records are sti ll in the hands of Bro. A. H. LEA v-

J~ ~ 

March 25th, I visited Springvale Lodge, at Springvale. I am sorry to say 
that this year there was no work on hand. I asked them to exemplify the 
work on the First degree. It was the first time the officers ever worked. 
They did very well under the circumstances. They are fortunate in having 
four or five Past Masters, who are well posted, to instruct them, as they 
take a great interest in Masonry. 

March 26th, I visited Preble JJodge, No. 143, at Sanford, and witnessed 
exemplification of work in E. A. degree. Althongh the Master had never 
conferred a degree, and naturally felt a little ill at ease in .his new place, yet 
he acquitted himself in slIch a manner as to show that he was interested in 
his work, as did the other officers. It was a pleasure to visit this lodge and 
see the brethren so much interested. The Secretary deserves great cred it for 
the neatness and correctness of his records. 

Day Spring Lodge, No. 107. It would be difficult for me to say upon 
which communication of Day Spring Lodge I made my official visit dU\:ing 
the past year. This being the lodge to which I belong, I have been pretty 
regnlar in Illy attendance during the term of W. Bro. FnANK P. 'vV. COr~BY. 

He is doing excellent work, and has, throughout his term thus far, devoted 
a great deal of his time and attention to the welfare and prosperity of his 
lodge, and espeCially to perfecting his subordinates in the duties of their reo 
spective po~itions. On the evening of October 21st last, I installed the 
officers elect of this lodge, W. Bro. U. B. THOMPSON acting as Marshal. 

Owing somewhat to the weather, I have been unable to visit Adoniram 
TJodge, No. 27, Limington, and Buxton Lodge, No. 115, at W. Buxton, but 
leam that they are doing their usual amount of work. 

I have issued Past Masters' diplomas during the year to the following 
named brethren: 

NAMES. 

JOSEl'H LECH~ENBY, 

F. H. DExTEn, 
J. MERRILL LORD, 
FltANK P .. W. COLBY, 
LA WTON SA YW A ltD, 

FRANK M. BRADBUlty, 

LODGES. 

Preble. 
Springvale. 
Drummond. 
Day Spring. 
Fraternal. 
Adoniram. 
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I thank 'you for the honor of my appointment as your representative, and 
have endeavored to attend to the duties of the office to the best of my 
ability. Respectfully and fratemally submitted, 

AI Q. MITCHELL, D. D . G. Af. 2:Jcllol. D. 

Newfield, March 31, 1896. 

TWENTY-FOURT H DISTRICT. 

To M. W. AUGUSTUS B. FAHNIlAM, 
Grana lYIaster oj the Grand Lodge oj Maine. 

In accordance with the requirements of the Grand Lodge of Maine, 1 
hcrewith submit my annual report a.s District Deputy Grand Master of the 
Twenty fourth Masonic District. I have visited all of the lodges in my 
district once during the year and find them all prospering and some doing a 
large amount of work. 

February 26, 1896, I visited Tranquil Lodge, No. 29, at Aubnm. I had 
the pleasure of the company of Wor. FRED E. DWINAL, and several brethren 
of Tyrian Lodge, at Mechanic :Falls. This is the largest lodge in the district 
and is in a prosperous condition. The work of the even ing was installation 
and work on the M. M. degree. The work W,tS done in an able manner and 
much interest is exhibited by Wor. Bro. BA1HLET'l' and officers. The records 
are still in the hands of Bro. JA S. F. Anvooo, and are splendidly kept. 
They are a marvel of neatness and accuracy . A collation was served ftt the 
close of the lodge. 

Febl'llary 27th, I was present at a meeting of Tyrian .Lodge, at Mechanic 
Falls. Witnessed work on the M. M. degree, which was done in a very 
correct and pleasing manner. This was the first work in the Third degree 
the new officers had done. There was a very large attendance. The in
terest manifested by Wor. Bro. ])W1N.U, and all, is very pleasing. This lodge 
ranks third in size in the district. Records in the hands of Bro. JEFFELUI;;S. · 
This being my own lodge home, I feel a personal p ride in seeing it flourish. 

FebruarY, 28th, I visLted Nezinscot Lodge, No. 101, at Turner. This was 
a special communication called for Illy convenience. There being no work 
on hand the M. M. degree was exellLplified. The work was done in a prompt 
and correct manner, and supported the reput,ttion of the lodge for doi ng 
good work. This was a very enjoyable visit, a nd I am indebted to the 
brethren for their a.ttention and courtesy. Bro. ANUL<I;;WS is a faithful Sec
retary, having held this office twenty-six years. 

March 23d, I visited Ashlar Lodge, No. 105, at Lewiston, 011 their stated 
communication for March. The work of the evening was the M. M. degree. 
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This lodge ha.~ a well deserved reputation of doing good work, which is 
flllly sustained by the present officers. Ashlar ranks second in size in the 
district, having two hundred and forty-two members, and being the banner 
lodge as regards amount of work done. Number of initiates, fi'fteen. Grand 

Lodge dues, seventy-eight dollars and forty cents. By the kindness of 
W. Bro. WM. J. BURNIIAM, the historian of Ashlar Lodge, I was presented 
with a fine copy of their lodge history complete to 1894. 

March 26th, I visited Webster Lodge, No. 164, at Sabattus. On account 
of letters not being delivered, my intention to visit 'Webster Lodge was not 
commun icated to Wor. Bro. WOOllSIDE until the day before Illy \'isit. There 
was no time for a notice, even to the officers. Notwithstanding, a good ly. 
number o[ the members were present, and the Entered Apprentice degree 
was conferred on one candidate. The officers have not had any rehearsals 
or practice, bnt very good work was done. While at Sabattus I had the good 
fortune of meeting our genial and pleasant Grand Lecturer, FRANK E. 
i:iU~ El"ER, with whom I spent several hours very profitably. I am indebted 
to Wor. Bro. ,.,,-00D811)E for his kindness and courtesy while there .. 

March 28th, I visited Cumberland Lodge, No. 12, at New Gloucester. I 

waS accompanied by Bros. J .UIES 'Y. WAYNE and J!'IlANK E. BIUGGs, both 
of Tyrian Lodge, Mechanic Falls. Wor. Bro. MCCO Ll,ISTER being confined 

to the house by sickness, Bro. Gon', the Senior Warden, conferrcd the First 
degree on one candidate. Although this lodge has had no work for some 
time, the officers showed much interest and rendered the work well. Records 
are well kept by Bro. UEO. GODING, who has served in this capacity for 
twenty-three years. Cumberland Lodge meets in the afternoon at two 

o'clock, and before the lodge was opened we were much entertained and in
t.erested by looking over the old records and antiquities of this ' lodge. This 
was one ot" Illy llJost pleasant trips. 

March 30th, I visited Ancient Brother~' Lodge, No. li8, at Auburn, at 
their stated communication. The work of the evening was the F. C. (legree, 
which was done in a very able and impressive manner. This was my first 
visit to Ancient Brothers' lodge, and was very much enjoyed. At the con
clusion of the work a collation awaited us. 

April 1st, I visited Habboni Lodge, No. 150, at Lewiston. The work was 

on the F. C. degree. Wor. Bro. l'AYNE was just recovering from a very 
severe illness, and was unable to be present, but the Senior Warden, Bro. 
MUIlC" , filled the East with much grace and dignity. All of the officers took 
much interest in the work, which was very nicely and correctly done. I 
had the pleasllre of meet.ing H.. Wor. Bro. E. K. Sm'!'" at this visit. Rec
ords neatly kept by Bro. TUHNElt. 

In closing my report, I would say that in the matter of lodge history, 
some of the lodges have completed it to date, others have it in the manu-
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script, and still others are in progl'esS. And now, Most Worshipful, I desire 
to thank you for the confidence you have reposed in me by the appointment 
to this position, and to the brethren I am indebted for their courtesy on 
every occasion. Very truly and fraternally, 

April 30, 1896. HOLLIS E. DENNEN, D. D. G. M. 24th M. D. 

----------.. ----------

ADDRESSES. 

AUGUSTUS B. F ARNHAlIf, Grand Master, Bangor, Me. 

MARQUIS F. KING, Grand Treasurer, Pornland, Me. 

STEPHEN BERRY, Grand Sem'etary, Portland, Me. 

JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND, Portland, Me. 

Chairman of Committee on F07'eign C01"respondence. 
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ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE 

\trustees of the (!harft~ jfunb. 

MASONIC HAJ.L, PORTLAND, 

TUESDA Y, May. 5, 1896. 

The Trnstees met in the Library Room at 5 .P. M. 

Present-AUGUSTUS B . FAl:NHAM, P1·es-ident . 

• TOSEPH A. LOCKE, 

CHARLES 1. COLLAMORE, 

EDWAl{D P. BURNHAM, 

Al{CHIE LEE TALBOT, 

FRANK E. Sr.EEPEI{, 

A. M. WETHEHBEE, 

STEPHEN BERRY, SeCl'eta1'Y' 

The Grand Treasurer reported as follows: 

Tu the Tru8tee~ oj the Charity Fund oj the Grand Lodge oj Maine. 
Your Treasurer presents a sYllopsis of his account for the past year as 

follows: 
Receipts. 

Cash balance as per last report, ..... ... .. . . . .......... $2,420.25 
" from Henry B. Bennett, balance principal and 

interest, .. .. . ...... .. ... . ..... . ....... . ... . 
" dividend Canal National Bank, .. ..... . . . .... . .. . 

" 
" 

Casco 
First 
Trader's " 
Maine Savings 

Portland " 
9 G. L. 

" 

515.00 
187. 50 
222.00 

74.00 
66.00 
76.76 
79.84 
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Cash dividend Saco and Biddeford Savings Bank, ... .. . . 73.56 
" interest City of Portland bonds,..... . . .. . . . .. . .. 210.00 

" 

" ., 

" " 

I,eeds and Farmington R. R. bonds, . . .. .. 60.00 
Town of Brunswick bonds,. . . . ... . . .. ..... 40.00 . 
Delaware Water Co. bonds,... . .. . . . .. . .. 30.00 
Maine Central R. R. bonds, . ........... . . 
City of Colnmbus bonds, ...... . . ... . .... . 
Mllncie Water Co. bonds, . . .. .... . .. . .. . . 
City of Belfast bonds, ........... . ...... . 

35.00 
25.00 
30.00 
60.00 

Hockland Water Co. bonds,.... ... . .... .. 75.00 
Henry County bonds,......... . . . ... . . . . 29.00 
Henry County bond, called, . . . ... 500.00 

[May, 

--.--$4,808.91 
Dis/JUTsements. 

Cash to beneficiaries, .. . ... . ... .. . ... .. .. .. .. . . ..... $1,245.00 
" for rent of safe,... . .. .. .. ..... . .. . . .. . ........ 10.00 
., 3 Rockland Water Co. bonds at par and interest, .. 1,517.92 
" 2 shares First National Bank,. . .. . . .. .. . ..... 200.00 
" addition to deposit in Portland Savings Bank, . . 

,. Maine " 
79.84 
76.76 

Saco and Biddeford Savings 
Institution, . . ......... . . 

in Union Safe Deposit and Trust Co., .. . . . . 

Hespectfully sllbmitted, 

73.56 
1,605.83 

---$4,808.91 

MARQUltS F. KING, Gmna Treasurer. 

Referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Bros. BURBANK and COJ,LAMOUE were appointeci a Committee 
on Finance. 

Votea, That the bond of the Grand Treasurer be fixed rtt $10,000. 

Votea, To accept from the Grand Treasurer rt bond with the Union Safe 
'Deposit and Trnst Company of Portland as surety. 

The Secretary presented ninety-one ap[Jlicatiolls for charity, 
which were referred to a committee of two for examination. 

Votea, That the Grand Treasurer, with the approbation of the Grand 
Master, invest any sums that may need to be' invested during the year. 

The Grand Mastel' reported that he had expended $60 in 
charity and will return to the Grand Treasurer $90. 
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Voted, That $150 be placed in the hands of the Grand Master. 

Adjourned until 9 Wednesday morning. 

WEDNESDAY MOltNING, May 6, 1896. 

Met at 9 o'clock. 

Present- AUGUSTUS B. FARNHAJlf, P1'esident. 

JOSEPH A. LOCKE, 

CHARLES 1. COLLAJllORI£, 

WlNFJELD S. CHOATj<~, 

A. M. WETHERBEE, 

ARCHIE LEE T ALBOT, 

FRANK E. SLEEPER, 

STEPHEN BERRY, SeC1:etary. 

The Committee on Applications for Relief reported a schedul e, 

which was accepted. 

Voted, That one represent five dollars. 

Voted, That $1.040.00 be appropriated to pay the schedule. 

Bro. COLLAMom<:, for the Committee on Finance, reported 

that they had examined the Grand Treasllre r's report and the 

securities of the Charity Fund, and fOllllU them correct as stated. 

Adjourned sine d'ie. 

Attest: STEPHEN BERRY, Secretary. 



\ 132 Proceedings 0./ the [May, 

Regulations of the Charity Fund of the 
Grand Lodge of Maine. 

ARTICLE I. 

The fund is applicable to the following cases, viz: 
Pirst, to poor and worthy members of lodges ullder this jurisdiction, in 

cases where the funds of their own lodges are not adequate to the exigency 
of the case. 

Secondly, to poor and worthy . masons res ident in this state not members 
of any subordinate lodge, and being in circumstances to render such mem
bership not a masonic duty. 

Thirdly, to poor and worthy masons being sojourners in this state. 
Pom·tltly, to other cases of distress. 

ARTICLE II. 

The widows and orphans of deceased masons are to be relieved as the 
husband or parent would be upon the principle stated in preceding article. 

ARTICLE III. 

Applications for relief are to be made to the Recording Graud Secretary, 
in writing, signed by the applicant, or some Master Mason in his behalf who 
is personally cognizant of his ci rculUstances, stating the peculiar circum
stances of the case, accompanied with a certificate from the Master of the 
lodge to which the applicant belongs, or of the nearest lodge, vOllching for 
his masonic standing and his need of the relief prayed for. 

In Board oj Trustees, Portland, May 5, 1858. 
Voted, That every brother entrusted with funds be required to take 

receipts for the same, when paid, and forward said receipts forthwith to the 
Grand Treasurer. 

In Boarcl oj Trustees, Portland, May 8, 1862. 
Vuted, That eo,ch Almoner be provided by the Grand Treasurer with one 

printed blank receipt for eo,ch person for whom sllch Almoner draws money 
from the Charity :Fund, which receipts such Almoner is to cause to be 
signed by the beneficiaries respectively, and file the same with the Grand 
Treasurer. 

Voted, That no Almoner who fails to file with the Grand Treasurer a re
ceipt from each person for whose benefit money has been appropriated by 
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this Board for the fnll amount of such appropriation, when the money has 
heen drawn by such Almoner, shall be considered worthy to be entrusted 
with the sacred office of Almoner for this Charity Fund. 

In Board of Trustees, Portland, May 4, 1871. 
Voted, That hereafter no application for relief be considered by the 

Trustees, unless made in writing, according to Article III of the Regulatiolls 
of the Charity Fund. 

Voted, That the Secretary be directed to make a list of such applications, 
including all that come to his hands up to Monday evening preceding the 
day of the Annual Communication; and that all -applications presented after 
that time be referrecl to the next annual meeting of the Trust,ees. 

Voted, That the Grand Secretary notify every lodge of this action, at 
least one month before the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge. 

In Board of Trustees, Portland, May 8, 1872. 
Resolved, That applications for relief from the Grand Charity :Fund must 

state the amount expended in charity during the past year, by the lodge 
making such application, the names of recipients, and the condition of the 
finances of the lodge at last annual meeting, or such applications will not be 
considered by the Trustees. 

Voted, That whenever the Grand Treasurer has any money to invest, or 
considers any change should be made in the investments, it shall be neces
sary that such investments and re-investments shall first receive the written 
approval of the Grand Master, Deputy Grand Master, and Grand Secretary, 
or a majority of them. 

In Board of Trustees, Portland, May 6, 1885. 

Voted, That hereafter all applications for relief, not seasonably presented 
in accordance with the rules and regulations adopted by the Board of Trus
tees of the Charity :Fund, be passed over. 

In Board of Trustees, Portland, May 5, 1886. 
Voted, That the Grand Secretary, when he sends his papers to the differ

ent lodges for their returns, issue a circular to each lodge, notifying them 
that applications to the Board of Trustees for relief must be made in accord
ance with the 1'llles of the Board of Trnstees,-otherwise they will not be 

considered. 

A true copy from the Record of Regulations and Votes. 

Attest: STEPHEN BERRY, &c'y of Board of Trustees. 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Of' TIIIl 

£baritv - fund -of - tb~ - {lrand - [odg~. 

-----1896.-----

III 
AUGUSTUS B. FAJtNHAM, Grand Mastel', 

Jos~:PJ-r A. LOCKE, Deputy Grand Mastel', 

AT.BlmT M. PENLEY, Senior Grand \Varde n , 

BENJAMIN L. HADLEY, Junior Grand 'Varden, 

STEPHEN BERRY, R ec. GJ:alld Sec ret a ry, 

Ex-Officio. 

" 

" 

" 
I. 

EDWARD P. BUltNHAM, elected May 1, 1894, for three y ears. 

ARCHIE LEI~ TALBOT, " " 1, " " " " 
FJtANJ< E. SLEEPER, " " 7,1895, " " " 
A. M. \VEl'HERBEE, " I, 7, " " " " 

CHARLES 1. Cor.LAMoRE, " " 5, 18!)6, " " " 

FESSENDEN 1. DAY, " " 5, " " " " 
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TO COnSTITUTION. 
Adopted sinee Edition of 1893. 

SEC. 35. The clothing of a Grand Officer shall be as the 
~ 

Grand Lodge shall, from time to time, prescribe. Permanent 
members of the Grand Lodge shall wear the apron prescribed 
for Grand Officers. 

An officer of a lodge sball wear a blue vel vet collar, a silver 
jewel, and white or figured apron. [1896, p. 64.J 

GRAND LODGE CLOTHING UNDER 'I'HE FOREGOING PROVISION. 

Voted, That the clothing of the Grand Officers shall be as 
follows: 

The aprons of the Grand Mastel', Deputy Grand Mastel' a.nd 

Grand Wardens shall be of white lambskin, lined with purple, 
having the emblem of his office suitably embroidered on the 
edgings thereof, with purple edging and strings. 

The aprons of the other Grand Officers shall be of white lamb

ski n, lined with purple, with purple strings and edging. 
. That the jewels of the Grand Officers shall be as follows: 

That of the Grand Master, the Compasses extended to forty
five degrees, with the segment of a circle at the points a nd I\, gold 
or metal gIlt platA included. on which is represented an eye, 
eradiated, with a triangle, also eradiated. 

That of the Deputy Grand Master, the Compasses and Square 
united with a five pointed sta.r in the centre. 
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That of the Senior Grand Warden, the Level; Junior Grand 
Warden, the Plumb; the Graud Treasurer, a Key; Recording 

Grand Secretary, Cl'ossed. Pens; Corresponding Grand Secre
tary, Crossed Pens; Grand Chaplain, Book with a Triangle; 
Grand Marshal, Crossed Rods; Grand Deacons, Dove and Olive 

Branch; Grand Stewards, Cornucopia; Grand Sword Bearer, 
Crossed Swords; Grand Standard Bearer, Banner; Grand Pur
suivants, a Rod and Sword, crossed; Grand Organist, Lyre; 
Grand Tyler, Sword. 

Each Past Grand" Mastel', Past Deputy Grand Master and 
Past Grand Warden may be clistinguished by the jewel pre
scribed for the office he has ,fllle-d, with this difference, that 
such jewel shall be fixed within a circle or oV:Ll, of gold or 
metal gilt. It shall be worn over the left breast. 

The Collars of the Grand Offieers shall be a purple velvet 
collar suitably em broidered. [1896, pp. 64 and 65.] 

STANDING REGULATION. 

AMENDED SINCE EDITION OF CONSTITUTION, 1893. 

19. The Grand Secretary shall notify each Grand Officer, 
elect or -appointed, wbo has not been installed in the Grand 

Lodge, of his election or appointment and transmit to him an 
abstract of Section 10 of the Constitution. 

[Page 57, 1894, re-enacted.] 
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Idst of llodges by Oistrriets. 

---------@------------~-

DISTRICT NO. I. 

District Deputy Grand Master-ALFHED D. SAWYER, Fort Fairfielrl. 

72 Pioneer, Ashlanti. 170 Caribou, Caribou. 
96 Monument, IIoulton. 193 Washburn, Washburn. 

112 Eastern Frontier, Fort Fairfield. 197 Aroostook, Bla'ine. 
130 Trinity, Presque Isle. 

DISTRICT NO.2. 

District Deputy Gr·and Master-W ALTBR F. BRADISH, Eastport. 

7 Eastern, Eastport. 

37 Washington, Lubec. 
46 St. Croix, Calai8. 

78 Crescent, P embroke. 
138 Lewy's Island, Princeton. 

DISTRICT NO.3. 

District Deputy Grand Master~NEHEMlAH Gup:rILL, Jonesport. 

2 Warren, East Machias. 
88 Narraguagus, Cherryfield. 
91 Harwood , Machias. 

106 Tuscan, Addison Point. 

131 Lookout, Cutler. 
173 Pleiades, fflillbridge. 

188 Jonesport, Jonesport. 

DISTRICT NO.4. 

District Deputy Grand Master-JoHN P. SHEPHERD, Castine. 

4 Hancock, Castine. 
122 Marine, Deer I sle. 

128 Eggemoggin, Sedgw'icL 
171 Naskeag, Brooklin. 

177 Ris ing Star, Penobscot. 
187 Ira Berry, Bluehill. 
195 Reliance, Green's Landing. 
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DISTR.ICT NO.5 . . 

[ May, 

District Deputy Grand Master-THOMAS J . PEAKS, Charleston. 

39 Penobscot, Dexter. 
44 Piscataquis, Milo. 
52 Mosaic, Foxcroft. 

109 Mount Kineo, Guilford. 
124 Olive Branch , Charleston. 

149 Doric, Monson. 
163 Pleasant River, Brownville. 
168 Composite, La Grange. 
u. D. Columbia, Greenville. 

DISTR.ICT NO.6. 

Distr'ict Deputy Grand Master-ALBEln J. DUIlG1N, Orono. 

10 Rising Virtue, Bang01'. 
60 Star in the E ast, Oldtown. 
65 Mystic, Hampden. 
66 Mechanics,' Orono. 
69 Howard, Winterport, 

83 St, Andrew's, Bangor, 
87 Benevolent, Carmel. 

137 Kenduskeag, Kenduskeag. 
I 

174 Lynde, Hermon, 

DISTRICT NO.7. 

District Deputy Grand .i\faster-GEORGt; P. BILI"INGS, Clinton, 

45 Central, China. 
58 Unity, Thorndike, 
85 Star in the vVest, Unity, 

102 Mftrsh River, Brooks. 

111 Liberty, L-iberty. 
129 Quftntabacook, Searsmont. 
146 Sebasticook, Clinton. 

DISTRICT NO. 8. 

District Deputy Grand Master-RoDEL A. PA CKARD, Northport, 

24 Phronix, Belfast. 
62 King David's, Lincolnville, 

68 Mariners' , Searsp01·t. 
89 Island, Islesboro'. 

119 Pownal, Stockton. 
126 Timothy Chase, Belfast. 
151 Excelsior, Northport. 

DISTRICT NO. 9. 

District Deputy Grand Muster-FREDERIC M, RICHARDS, Camden, 

6 Amity, Camden. 79 Rockland, Rockland. 

15 Orient, TllOllWston. 82 St. Paul's, Rockport. 

]6 St. George, War1'en , 84 Eureka, Tenant's Harbor. 

31 Union, Union , 145 Moses Webster, Yinal/laven. 

50 Aurora, Rockland. 189 Knox, South Thomaston. 
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DISTRICT NO. 10. 

Di.9trict Deputy Gretnd Master- WALTER E. CLARK, Waldoboro. 

3 Lincoln, 1Viscasset. 
43 Alna, Dmnm·iscotta. 
61 King Solomon's, 1Valdobm·0. 

. 74 Br!stol, B~·istol. 
103 Dresden, Dresden. 

135 Riverside, NOl·th J efferson. 
144 Seaside, Boothbay Harbor. 
158 Anchor, South Bristol. 

196 Bay View, East Boothbay . 

DISTRICT NO. 11. 

District Deputy Gmnd MClsler-HERBBRT M. STA RBIRD, Litchfield. 

5 Kennebec, JIalioweli. 41 Morning Star, Litchfield COl·ner. 
25 Temple, Winthrop. 104 Dirigo, Weeks' MUls. 
82 Hermon, Gardiner. 110 Monmouth, Monmouth. 
35 Bethlehem, Augusta. 141 Augusta, Augusta. 

DISTRICT NO. 12. 

District Deputy Grand .ilfaster-FRANKLIN WALKER, Water ville. 

33 Waterville, lVatervilie. 
48 Lafayet.te, Reru!field. 

. 99 Vernon Valley, Mt. Vernon. 

118 Messalonskee, Oakland. 
53 Rural, Sidney. 133 Asylulll, Wayne. 
54 Vassalboro', North Yas.~alboro'. 166 Negnemkeag, Vassalboro'. 

DISTRICT NO. 13. 

Di8trict Deputy Grand .ilfaster-FRANc IS H. WING, Skowhegan. 

28 Northern Star, No~·th Anson. 

34 Somerset, Skowhegan . 
80 Keystone, Solon. 
92 Siloam, Fairfield. 

110 I,ebanon, Norridgewock. 

161 Carrabassett, Canaan. 
194 Euclid, Madison. 
H)9 Bingham, Bingham. 

DISTRICT NO. 14. 

Dist~'ict Deputy Grand Master-SETH T. SNIPE, Bath. 

8 United, BmnslVick. 
14 Solar, Bath. 
23 Freeport, Freeport. 
26 Village, Bowdoinham. 

63 Richmond, Richmond. 
114 Polar Star, Bath. 
121 Acacia, Durham. 
155 Ancient York, Lisbon Falls. 



140 Proceeding-s of the [May, 

DISTRICT NO. 15 . 

District Deputy Grand ,Master-NEWEf"L P. NOBLE, Phillips. 

20 Maine, Farmington. 154 Mystic Tie, Weld. 
21 Oriental Star, Livermore Falls. ]56 Wilton, Wilton. 
67 Blue Mountain, Pkillips. 167 Whitney, Canton. 

123 Franklin, New Sharon. 191 Davis, Strong. 

DISTRICT NO. 16. 

District Deputy Gretnd .Master-GEORGE W. HOLMES, Norway. 

]8 Oxford, Norway. 

30 Blazing Star, Rum/ord Falls. 
57 King HiT'am, Dixfield. 
94 Paris, South Paris. 
97 Bethel , Bethel. 

100 J efferson, Bryant's Pond. 
]47 Evening Star, Buckfield. 
152 Crooked River, Bolster'S Mills. 
]82 Granite, West Paris. 

DISTRICT NO. 17. 

Distr'ict Deputy Grand Jlfaster-FRAN IO.IN R. RIlDLON, Portland. 

1 Portland, Portland. 
17 Ancient Land-Mark, Portlanel. 
36 Casco, Yannouth. 

, 38 Harmony, Gorham. 
70 Standish, Stand'ish. 
81 Atlant ic, Portland.. 

86 Temple, Westbrook. 
127 l'resllmpscot, North W'ind.ham. 
180 Hiram, Cape Elizabeth. 
183 Deering, Deering, 
186 Warren Philips, Clt1nb'd. Mills. 

DISTRICT NO. 18. 

District Deputy Grand. Master-JAMEs C. A YER, Cornish. 

] 1 Pythagorean, Fryeblll'g. 

13 Oriental, Brid.gton. 
56 MOllnt Moriah, Denmark. 

117 Greenleaf, Cornish. 

132 MOllnt Tir'em, 1-Vater/ord.. 

153 Delta, Lovell. 
]69 Shepherd's ]{iver, Brownfield.. 

DISTRICT NO. 19. 

District Deputy Grand. Master-IsAA c N. RUllO, Kittery. 

9 Saco, Saco. 
22 York, K ennebunk. 
47 Dunlap, BirJ.de/ord. 
51 St. John's, South Berwick. 
76 Arundel, Kennebunkport. 

142 Ocean, lVells. 
162 Arion, Good.win's Mills. 
179 Yorkshire, North Berwick. 
184 Naval, K-ittel·Y. 
198 St. Aspinquid, York Village. 
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DISTRICT NO. 20. 

District Depllty Grand Master-PITT H. J ONES, Springfield. 

93 Horeb, Lincoln. 
98 Katahdin, Patten. 

148 Forest, Spr-inyfielrJ.. 

165 Molunkus, Sherman Mills. 
172 Pine Tree, Mattawamkeag. 
175 Baskahegan, Danforth. 

DISTRICT NO. 21. 

District Deputy Gmnd Master-EZRA G. MASON, Mount Desert. 

19 Felicity, Bucksport. 
40 Lygonia, Ellsworth. 
71 Hising Sun, Orland. 
77 Tremont, Tremont. 

1.10 MounL Desert, Mount Desert. 
159 Esoteric, Ellsworth. 
185 Bar Harbor, Bar Ilarbor. 
192 Winter Harbor, Winter Harbor. 

DISTRICT NO. 22. 

District Deputy Grand Master-JoHN H. SHEPHERD, Corinna. 

49 Meridian Splendor, Newport. 
6~ Pacific, Exeter. 
75 Plymouth, Plymouth. 
95 Corinthian, IIartland. 

125 Meridian, Pittrffi,eld. 
139 Archon, East Dixmont. 
157 Cambridge, Cambridge. 
160 Parian, Corinna. 

DISTRICT NO. 23. 

District Deputy Grand Master-AI Q. Ml'rCHELL, West Newfield. 

27 Adoniram, Limington. 
42 ]<'reedolll, Limerick. 
55 Fraternal, Alfred. 

107 Day Spring, W est Newfield. 

115 Buxton, West Buxton. 
118 Drulllmond, Parsonrffi,eld. 
143 Preble, Sanford. 
190 Springvale, Springvale. 

DISTRICT NO. 24. 

District Deputy Grand Master-FRED G. PAYNE, Lewiston. 

12 Cumberland, New Gloucester. 
29 Tranquil, Auburn. 
73 Tyrian, Mechan'ic Falls. 

101 Nezinscot, Turner. 

105 Ashlar, Lewiston. 
150 Rabboni, L ewiston. 
164 Webster, Webster. 
178 Ancient Brothers', Auburn. 
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" 

., 

W. & Rev. 

W. 

" 

M.W. 
W. 

" 

AUGUSTUS B. FARNHAM, 

JOS.~PH A. LOCKE, 

ALBERT M. PENU~Y, 
BENJA~IIN L. HADLEY, 

MARQlJlS F. KING, 

STEPHEN BERRY, 

CIIAlnES D. SMJ'rll, 

ALFRED D. SAWYER, 

W A UrF:R F. BHADISH, 

NEHEMIAH GUPTILL, 

JOHN P. SHEPHERD, 

THOS. J. PEAKS, 
ALBI; lrr J. DURGIN, 

GEO. P. BII.LING S, 

RODEL A. PAC KAIW, 
}'IU~J) M. RICI·IARDS, 

WALTER E. CLARK, 

HERBEHT M. STAlllllllD, 

FUANKf.lN WALKER, 

FUANC IS H. WING, 

SETH T. SNIPE, 

NEWELL P. NOBLE, 

GEORGE W. HOLMES, 

FRANIO. IN R. HEDLOK, 

JAan;s C. AYEU, 

ISAA C N . HUl{n, 

PITT H. JONES, 

EZRA G. MASON, 
JOHN II. SIIt; I'IlERU, 

AI Q. MITC HELL, 

}'RED G. PAYNE, 

MARTYN SUMMEHBELL, 

ELMER E. NE'YBEHT, 

'VII.LL\M A. NEWCO MB, 

ELMER F. PEMBER, 

JOI'IN GIBSON, 

.WOODBURY P. MERlO"'" 

HUGH R. C II A I' LIN, 

HORA CE MITCHELL, 

JAMES E. PARSONS, 

GEO. O. MITCHELL, 

JA COB H. STEWART, 

EDWIN }'. DAVIES, 

ENOC II O. GHEEN LEA F, 

'V~1. N. HOWE, 

C IIA S. "of. CROSBY, 
WM. O. Fox, 
EDWIN A. PORTEH, 

}'IlANK.E. SI. EEl'EH, 

WALTER S. SMITH, 

WARREN O. CARNEY, 

Grand Master, 
Deputy Grand Master, 
Senior Grand WaI'den, 
Jun'ior 
G-rand Treasurer, 

" Secretal1J, 
Cor. Grand Secretary, 
D. D. G. },[. 1st Dist., 

2d 
" 3d 

4th 
5th 

" 6th" 
7th 
8th 
9th 

10th 
11th 
12th 
13th 
14th 
15th 
16th 
17th 
18th " 
l,9th 
20th 
21st 
:!;](l 
:'JSd 
24th 

Grand Chaplain, 

" 

" 
" 

Mars/wi, 
Senior Deacon, 
Junior Deacon, 
StewCI'rd, 

" 
Sword Bearer, 
Standard " 
PW'su'ivant, 

Lecturer, 
Organist, 
Tyler, 

[May, 

Bangor. 
Portland . 
Auburn. 
Bar II ar bor. 
PorLla nd. 
Portland. 
Portland. 
Fort Fairfield. 
Eastport. 
Jonesport. 
Castine. 
Charleston. 
Orono. 
Clinton. 
Northport. 
Camden. 
Waldoboro. 
Litchfield. 
Waterville. 
Skowbegan: 
Bath. 
Phillips. 
Norway. 
Portland. 
Cornish. 
Kittery. 
Springfield. 
Mount Desert. 
Corinna. 
W. Newtield. 
Lewiston. 
Lewisto n. 
Augusta. 
Thomaston. 
Bangor. 
C. Elizabeth. 
Berwick. 
Bangor. 
Kittery Point. 
Ellsworth. 
Bucksport. 
Rock land. 
Castine. 
Farmington. 
Portland, 
Kent's Hill. 
Portland. 
Pittsfield. 
Sabattus. 
POl·tland. 
Portland. 
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~ ilist ® of ® Subordiuc.te ® ilod~es.* 

WITH THEIR PRINCIPAL OFFICERS, 

AS RETURNED MARCH I, 1896. 

Acacia, 121, Durham. Josiah L. 'Wright, M; Marcus .W. Eveleth, sw; 
Joseph W. Thomas, JW; Everett L. Macomber, s. Meeting Tuesday 
on or before full moon; election, Decelll ber. 14 

Adoniram, 27, Limington. John F. Moulton, )1; Samuel N. Small, sw; 
Charles L. Cousins, JW; Charles E. Small, s. Meeting Tuesday on or 
before full moon; election, December. 23 

Alna, 43, Damariscotta. Lincoln H. Chapman, AI; Isaac C. Stetson, SW; 

Frank L. Smithwick, JW; Edward E. Philbrook, s. Meeting Wednes-
day on or before full moon; election, December. 10 

Amity, 6, Camden. Henry L. Maker, AI; Will V. Farnsworth, sw; FreLl'k 
K Shaw, JW; Orris I. Gould, s. Meeting Friday on or before full 
moon; election, October. 9 

Anchor, 158, South Bristol. John F. Hyson, ~I; John F. French, sw; 
Ernest E. Gamage, JW; Merritt E. Thompson, s. Meeting Wednesday 
on or before full moon; election, December. 10 

Ancient Brother's, 178, Auburn. William S. Noyes, M; George E. Mc-
Cann, sw; William E. Cutler, JW; Harry I. Jordan, s. 
nay on or after full moon; election, October. 

Meeting Mon-
24 

Ancient Landmark, 17, Portland. Charles P. Costello, M; George H. Owen, 
sW; Winslow E. Howell, JW; John S. Russell, s. Meeting first Wed-
nesday; election, December. 17 

Ancient York, 155, Lisbon Falls. Fenton Haigh, M; J;lllles H. Brewster, 
sw; Harry E. Plummer, JW; William Parkin, s. Meeting Monday on 
or before full moon; election, September. 14 

Archon, 13D, East Dixmont. C. Hale Thnrlough, MOlll"oe, M; Porter Luf
kin, South Newburg, sw; Andrew J. Mudgett, JW; Benjamin F. Porter, 
s. Meeting Thursday on or before full moon; election, October. 22 
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Arion , 162, Goodwin's Mills. SamnelF. Griffin, M; WiliiamM. Staples, sw; 

J. H. Hanson, J\V; Cyrus K. Littlefield, s. Meeting Thursday on or 

before full moon; election, November. 19 
Aroostook, 197, Blaine. Howard W. Safford, ~I; Elijah A. Tompkins, sw; 

W"m" A. Beals, JW; John M. Ramsey, s. Meeting Saturday on or after 
full moon; election, December. 1 

Arnndel, 76, Kennebunkport. Ruei ,Yo Norton, M; George H. Robinson, 

sw; George H. Bourne, JW; Fordyce B. Perkins, S. Meeting Tuesday 
on or before full moon; election, February. 19 

Ashlar, 105, Lewiston. George W. Haynes, M; Charles A. Jumper, 8'1'; 

Ed. S. Stetson, J\V; Fred 1. Morrell, S. Meeting Monday on or before 
full moon; election, January. 24 

Asy lum, 133, Wayne. Clarence M. Stevens, M; B. Frank Bradford, sw; 

Arthur W. Manter, JW; Charles S. I-laynes, S. Meeting Tuesday 

before full moon ; election, September. 12 

Atlantic, 81, Portland. Edwin G. Jackson, )1; Fred I-I. York, SW; James 
E. Leighton", JW; Charles D. Smith, S. Meeting third Wednesday; 

election, December. 17 

Augusta, 141, Augusta. George K. Black, ~l ; Frank L. Staples, sw; Wes

ton Lewis, JW; Joseph Williamson, Jr., S. Meeting first Tuesday; elec-

tion, January. 11 

Aurora, 50, Rockland. Frank A. Peterson, M; Leonard H. Snow, sw; Asa 

P. St. Clair, JW; Lorenzo S. Robinson, S. Meeting first Wedllesday; 

election, January. () 

Bar Harbor, 185, Hal' Harbor. Frank E. Whitmore, M; Charles F. Paine, 
sw; Frank O. Alley, JW; Benj. L. Hadley, S. Meeting "third Thursday; 

election, December. 21 

Haskahegan, 175, Danforth. David C. Parker, M; Leo H. Tuck, 8W; Dan

iel J. Floyd, JW; Martin L. Porter, S. Meeting Saturday on or before 

full moon; election, August. 20 

Bay View, 196, East Boothbay. Edward Whitehouse, ~l; C. Tyler Hodg-

don, sw; Isaac L. Murray, JW; Victor K. Montgomery, S. 

Thursday on or before full moon; election, December. 
Meeting 

10 
Benevolent, 87, Carmel. Frank E. Stevens, M; George D. Pinkham, SW; 

John E. Winslow, JW; Camillus K. Johnson, S. Meeting Wednesday 
week of full moon; election, December 27th . 6 

Bethel, 97, Bethel. Eben S. Kilborn, AI; Albert W. Grover, sw; James H. 

Barrows, J W ; Jarvis C. Billings, S. 

~ovember. 

Meeting second Thursday; election, 

16 
Bethlehem, 35, Augnsta. John G. Rowe, M; Charles A. Price, sw; Chas. 

B. Adams, JW; James E. Blanchard, S. Meeting first Monday; elec-

tion, November. 11 
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Bingham, 199, Bingham. Arthur N. Burke, M; Benjamin F:' Smith, SlY; 

Edwin O. Vittllm, JW; Elmer H. Dunton, s. Meeting Saturday on 

before full moon; election, June. 13 

Blazing Star, 30, Humford Falls. Joseph W. Simpson, M; Edwin P. Smith, 

SlY; Cyrus 1'. Eaton, JW; Henry M. Colby, s. 

or before full ll)oon; election, October. 

Meeting Wednesday on 

16 
Bille Mountain, 67, Phillips. Charles E. Smith, M; Arthur W. McLeary, 

SW; Mason Parker, JW; William A. D. Cragin, s. Meeting Wednes-
day week of full moon; election, September. 15 

Bristol, 74, Bristol Mills. Osc'1r S. Yates, M; Calvin V. Robbins, sw; Nor

ris A. Miller, JW; Edwin J. Ervine, s. Meeting Monday on 01' before 
full moon; election, December. 10 

Buxtou,115, West Buxton. Frank H. Hargraves, M; Joseph F. Warren, 

sw; Leonard Palmer, JW; Cyril P. Harmon, s. Meeting Monday even-

ing on or before full moon; election, January. 23 
Cambridge, 157, Cambridge. Charles A. Mitchell, ~[; Alfred H. Willis, sw; 

Jacob T. Brown, J \\' ; G. W. Chadbourne, s. Meeting Tuesday on or 

before full moon; election, December. 22 
Caribou, 170, Caribou. Parker L. Hardison, ~[; Charles B. Margesson, sw; 

Bertram L. ·Fletcher, JW; Charles G. Littlefield, s. Meeting first Thurs-

day; election, December. 1 

Can'ahassett,161, Canaan. Frank Weymouth, M; Cecil B. Gardiner, SW; 

Oscar F. Nutting, JW; Alpheus Nason, s. Meeting Tuesday on . or 
before full moon; election, first Tuesday in October. 13 

Casco, 36, Yarmouth. Herbert M. Moore, M; Louis P. Pomeroy, sw; Da

vid H. Bennett, JW; Monroe Stoddard, s. Meeting first Tltesday; elec-

tion, October. 17 
Central,45, China. John A. Woodsum, ~I; Gustavus J. Nelsou, sw; Ev

erett B. Besse, JW; Willis W. Washburn, s. Meeting Wednesday on 

or before full moon; election, Septembcr. 7 
Columbia, 200, Greenville. Hiram Hunt, M; Charles D. Shaw, SlY; Gid

eon D. Sturtevant, JW; Jesse M. Prentiss, s. Meeting Tuesday on or 

before full moon; election, December. () 

Composite, 168, La Grange. Rodney Q. Lancaster, Howland, M; Henry J . 

Bailey, SW; Henry B. Dyer, JIY; Andrew H. Dyer, s. 
day on or befure full moon; election, October. 

Meeting Satur
() 

Corinthian,95, Hartland. Thomas A. Linn, M; George M. Lancey, SW; 

Wilbert E. Dearborn, JW; Edwin A. Bean, s. Meeting Wednesday on 

or before full moon; election, August. 22 
Crescent, 78, Pembroke. Everett H. F isher, )1; Oscar I. Sinclair, sw; Al

lan, H. Brown, JW; George W. Allan, s. Meeting first Wednesday; 

election, December 27th. 2 

10 G. L. 
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Crooked Ri-\'er, 152, Bolster's Mills. George A. Haskell, M; William H. 
Noyes, sw; Edward A. Wight, JW; J.eander Dorman, s. 
Thnrsday on or before full moon; election, January. 

Meeting 
16 

Cumberland, 12, New Gloucester. Elisha A . McCollister, Gray, ~I; Ozias 
)1. Goff, East Gray, sw; John W. Rideout, Intervale, J\\'; George H. 
God ing, Lewiston Junction, s. Meeting Saturday before full moon; 
election, November. 24 

Davis, 191, Strong. Nelson Walker, M; Charles F. Thompson, sw; Charles 
B. Richardson, JW; Andrew J. Norton, s. Meeting Friday evening 
of week in which moon is full; election, September. 15 

Day Spring, 107, West Newfield. Frank 1'. W. Colby, AI; George K Mitch
ell, SW; Everett E. Ham, JW; George O. Hannaford, s. Meeting Wed-
uesday on or before full moon; election , September. 23 

Deering, 183, Deering. Isaac L. Elder, M; Edward S. Waite, sw; Charles 
W. Blake, JW; Francis E. Chase, Woodfords, s. ll'leetingsecond Mon-
day; election, February. 17 

Delta, 153, Lovell. William R. Kneeland, AI; George W. Walker, sw; 
James 1-1. Walker, JW; Edward L. Bell, s. Meeting second Thursday 
election, December. 18 

Dirigo, 104, Weeks' Mills. Freel W. Barton, M; Fred D. Studley, sw; 
Edward W. Pierce, JW; Orrin F. Sproul, s. 
before full moon; election, September. 

Meeting Monday on or 
11 

D~ric, 149, Monson. Ambrose H. Harding, AI; Harold E . Morrill, sw; 
George W. Morrill, JW; Edwin R. 1-Iaynes, s. Meeting Monday on or ' 
after full moon; election, December. 5 

Dresden, 103, Dresden Mills. John H. Mayers, Al; J •. W. Carlton, sw; 
George H. Colby, JW; Nathaniel F. Leeman, s. Meeting Wednesday 
on or before full moon; elcction, October. 10 

Drummond, 1]8, Parsonsfield. J. Merrill Lord, ~I; Hem'y D. Moulton, sw; 
Herbert Edwards, JW; Albert R, Leavitt, s. Meeting Thursday on or 
before full moon; election, September. 23 

Dunlap, 47, Biddeford. Harold Kelly, M; Clement A. Wakefield, sw; John 
B. Lowell, JW; James Beaumont, s. 
December. 

Meeting first Monday; election, 
19 

Eastern, 7, Eastport. James I. Brewster, Al; Wheeler C. Hawkes, s,,"; 
Andrew R. Holmes, JW; ~oel B. Nutt, s. Meeting first Monday; elec-
t ion, December 27th. 2 

Eastern Frontier, 112, Fort Fairfield. George S. Stevens, Al; Herbert W. 
Trafton, sw; John M. Thnrlough, JW; Nelson H. Martiu, s. Meeting 
Wednesday on or before full moon; election, December. 

Eggemoggin, 128, Sedgwick. Theodore A. Smith, Al; Henry L. Morgan, 
sw; Fred J. Sargent, JW; Orrin 1'. Carter, s. Meeting second Monday; 
election, January. 4 



SI8 Correspondence-England. 

warrants for new lodges shall be issued, within six months after such recog
nition, every lodge must hold a meeting, upon notice of not less than 
twenty-one days, and determine by a two-thirds vote whether it would go 
with the new Grand Lodge or not. 

The opponents of the recognition of the Grand Lodge of New Zealand op
posed the motions. They denied that the Grand Lodge of New Zealand 
had been recognized, while the Grand Registrar asserted that it had been, 
and quite a sharp debate took place on that question. One of the opponents 
said: 

" I do not like repealing our old Constitutions, that have worked well in 
the past; probably they will work well in the futnre. These that are pro
posed to be added, are not req II ired; at least there is no immediate hurry for 
them. " 

This brought to his feet Bro. J. WHIBURN LAURIE, Past Grand Master of 
Nova Scotia, and now Provincial Grand Master for New SOllth Wales, who 
commenced by saying: 

" It has been said that the present constitution works well. I can spcak 
from actual personal experience that It works exceedingly-I was going to 
say scaudalously. I have had the honollr of presiding over a Colonial Grand 
Lodge for some fifteen years; but I was in the Colony of Nova Scotia when 
it was decided by the masons there to form a separate and independent 
Grand Lodge. I will give you an explanation, that Grand Lodge may 
know." . 

He then went on to describe in forcible terms the condition of things in 
Nova Scotia, and how the present system worked there. It is safe to say 
that the statement that the present system has worked well in the past will 
not be repeated ill his presence! 

The opponents moved to refer the matter to the Board of Generall'ur
poses, but the motion was defeated by a vote of 248 to 148. 

It was then agreed to refer the matter to the Grand Registrar, Gen. LA URIE, 
Bro. FENN, (Past Grand Warden), Bro. EVE (the leader of the opposition), 
and the Colonial Committee of the Board G. P. as a special committee to 
report at next Grand Lodge. 

We are glad to find that the Grand Registrar (wh'l is the" law officer" 
of the Grand Lodge) holds that a mason is amenable to discipline in the 
place in which he commits an offence, without regard to the place of his 
membership. 

The lodges number up to 2,646, of which about 800 made returns for the 
quarter. We regret that we have no method of ascer taining or even of esti
mating the total membership of the obedience of this Grand Lodge. 
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Harmony, 38, Gorham. Charles H. Hidlon, M; Everett P. Hanson , sw; 
Moses E. Little, JW; Fred W. Harding, s. Meeting Wednesday on or 
preceding full moon; election, December. 17 

Harwood, 91, Machias. Amos L. Heaton, M; Stephen Hadley, sw; Willis 
H. Allen, JW; Cyrus W. Beverly, s. Meeting first Monday; election, 
December 27th. 3 

Hermon, 32, Gftrdiner. Arthur C. Brown, M; Thomas A. Jewett, 8W; Wil
liam L. Powers, JW; James M. Larrabee, s. Meeting first Tuesday; 
election, January. 11 

Hiram, 180, South Portland. John A. S. Dyer, M; John Melia, sw; Albert 
A: Cole, J\V; Stephen Scam man, Knightville, s. Meeting Tuesday on 
or before full moon; election, November. 17 

Horeb, 93, Lincoln .. George W. Haskell, M; Wallace C. Thibodeau, sw; 
Leslie F. Pinkham, JW; Charles }'. Plumly, s. Meeting Tuesday on or 
before filII moon; election, first Monday in December. 20 

Howard, 69, Winterport. George W. Crockett, AI; Daniel M. Speneer, sw; 
Fred C. Atwood, JW; John H. Baker, s. Meeting Friday on or before 
full moon; election, December. 6 

Ira Berry, 187, Bluehill. John Phillips, M; Harry SalU1ders, S W; Bailey W. 
Bowden, JW; Frank A. Davis, s. Meeting third Monday; election, 
December. 4 

Island, 89, Islesboro'. Frank W. Sherman, AI; Augustine H. Parker, sw; 
Ernest L. Sprague, JW; Thomas R. Williams, North Islesboro', s. 
Meeting Thursday 011 or before full moon; election, February. 8 

Jefferson, 100, Bryant's Pond. Arthur C. Ricker, AI; James L. Bowker, sw; 
Walter H. Small, JW; Alden Cha.~e, s. Meeting Tuesday or before 
full moon; election, September. 16 

Jonesport, 188, Jonesport. Nehemiah Guptill, AI; Seth S. Nickerson, SW; 

Darius D. Kelley, JW; Henry A. Mansfield, 8. Meeting first Tuesday; 
election, January. 3 

l{atahdin, 98, Patten. Charles H. Gilman, AI; George A. P. Bryant, sw; 
Bachelder H. Huston, JW; Charles C. Perry, s, Meeting Thursday on 

or preceding full moon; election, December. 20 
Kenduskeag, 137, Kenduskeag. Wallace W. Patterson, ~t; Peter Barker, 

SW; Hosea B. Emery, J\V; William C. Spratt, s. Meeting Wednesday 
on or before full moon; election, December. 6 

Kennebec, 5, Hallowell. George A. Safford, AI; Lorenzo D. Merchant, sw; 
John M. Robinson, J\v; William Hosken, s. Meeting Wednesday on 
or before full moon; election, November. 11 

Keystone, 80, Solon. Lyman C. Jewett, M; Cornelius A. Merrill, sw; 
Wright S. Cram, J\V; Perry S. Longley, s. Meeting Wednesday on or 
before -full moon; election, third Wednesday of October. 13 
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King David's, 62, Lincolnville. Natban D. Ross, M; Leslie D. Ames, SW; 

Alton E. Andrews, JW; Henry Crehore, s. Meeting Tuesday evening 
nearest full moon; election, December. 8 

King Hiram, 57, Dixfield. William M. Indder, M; Henry F . Floytl, 5 11'; 

Emerson W. Murch, JW; Charles L. Dillingbam, s. Meeting Tuesday 
on or after fnll moon; election, October. 16 

King Solomon's, 61, Waltloboro. Frank VV. Achorn, M; George H. Douglas, 
sw; Fred A. Hovey, JW ; George L. Welt, s. Meeting Frirtay on or 
before full moon; ele0tion, December. 10 

Knox, 189, !:louth Thomaston. Milton E. Bassick, M; J . Merrill Bartlett. 
sw; Richard A. Snow, JW; Lewis M. Bntler, s. Meeting first Satur-
day; election, Febl'llary. 9 

Lafayette, 48, Readfield. :Frank A. Dow, M; J ohn B. Roderick, S W ; David 
Dudley , JW; Ernest A. Morgan, s. 
Febl'llary. 

Meeting first Saturday; election, 
12 

Lebanon, 116, Norridgewock. Charles H. Girdler, M; George O. Carr, sw; 
Charles E . Moore, JW; Hen ry C. Powers, South Norridgewock, s. 
Meeting Saturday on or before full moon; election, September. 13 

Lewy's Islantl, 138, Princeton. Benjamin F . Chadbonrn, M; Leander R. 
Horsman , s·,v; Theo. Morrison, .J\v; Samuel O. Hoar, s. Meeting first 
Wed nesday; election, December, St. John's Day. 2 

Liberty, Ill, Liberty. John C. Sherman, Libertyville, M; Oren W. Ripley, 
South Montville, 5 W ; Winfield W. Lunt, JW; Ambrose P. Cargill, s. 
Meeting Saturday on or before full moon; election, September. 7 

Lincoln , 3, Wiscasset. Charles H. Metcalf, M; Clarence A. ,Peaslee, Sw; 

George W. l'ooler, JWi William D. Patterson, s. Meeting Thurstlay 
on or before full moon; election, December. 10 

Lookout, 131, Cutler. Silas E. Turner, M; Hermitta U. Davis, sw; Fred
erick W. Thurlow, JW; Forrest S. Stevens, s. Meeting Monday 011 or 
before full moon; elect ion, January. 3 

Lygon ia, 40, Ellsworth. Charles A. Allen, M; William Goggins, sw; Elvert 
E. Parker, JW; J ames E. Parsolls, s. Meeting first Wed nesday; elec-

21 
Charips N. Patten, M; Frank P. Whitaker, sw; 

tion, J anuary. 
Lynde, 174, Hermon. 

Charles E. Phillips, .J W ; West. D. Eaton, s. Meeting Saturday on or 
before fnll moon; election, December. fi 

Maine, 20, Farmington. Edward C. Merrill, M; George C. Purington, sw ; 
:Frederick P. Adams, JW; Frank W. Butler, s. Meeting Monday in 
week of fu ll moon; election, October. 15 

Marine, 122, Deer Isle. Benjamin G. Barbour, M; Cecil E. Wasgatt, sw ; 
J ohn J. Spofford, JW; Austin D. Haskell, s. Meeting first Tuesday ; 
election, January. 4 
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Mariners', 68, Searsport. James C. Wentworth, AI; J ames A. Colson, sw; 
Clifton Whittemore, J\\'; Charles E . Adams, s. Meeting Tuesday on 

or before full moon; election, January. 8 

Marsh River, 102, Brooks. Laurent C. Jones, AI ; Willard S. J ones, sw; 
Allen B. Stantial, JW; Forrest K. Roberts, s. Meeting Wednesday on 

or before full moon; elect ion, December. 7 

Mechanics', 66, Orono. Andrew M. Shaw, ll; Daniel H. Lambert, sw ~ 

Alonzo H. Harriman, JW; Albert J. Durgin, s. Meeting first 1Ved nes-
tlay; election, December 27th . 6 

Meridian, 125, I'ittsfield. James E. Kenney, M; John F. Webendorfer, sw; 

Tl'Ulllan M. Griffin, J\\'; Leon L. Libby, s. Meeting Friday evening 
011 or before full moon; elec tion, J anuary. 22 

Meridian Splendor, 49, Newport. llenry A. King, M; Watson B. Marsh, 
sw; Percy L. Oakes, .JlV; Charles E. Smith, s. Meeting Thursday on 

or before full moon; elect ion, December. 22 

Messalonskee, 113, Oakland. James H. Witherell, M; Charles A. Ridley, 

sw; Frank E. Bnrrill, JW; J. 'Vesley Gilman, s. Meeting on the first 

SatUl'day; election, December. 12 

Molunkus, 165, Sherman Mills. Isaac Cushman, AI ; Freeman C. Harris, 

SW; Edward H. Townsend, J\\'; John Gosnell, s. Meeting Tuesday on 
or before full moon; election , October. 20 

Monmouth, 110, Monmouth. Otis K. Prescott, AI; J ohn M. Prescott .• 8W; 

Everett F. Heath, .1\1'; I-lm'ace S. Bent, s. Meeting Saturday on or 

before full moon ; election, September. 11 

Monument, 96. Houlton. J. Frank Bryson, AI ; George A. Gorham, Jr., 81\'; 

Charles H. Fogg, JW ; Charles E. F. Stetson, s. Meeting second 

'Yeunesday ; election , March. 
Morning Star, 41, Litchfield COl'ller. Chapin Lydston, Al ; William E. Tan, 

sw; John PUl'inton, JW; Irving 'V. Giibert, s. Meeting Tuesday on or 
before full moon; election, September. ] 1 

Mosaic, 52, Foxcroft. Allen P. Clark, Al; Frank H. Glover, sw; Wm. C. 

'Voodbury, JW; James T. Roberts. s. Meeting Thursday on or before 

full moon; election, December. 5 
Moses Webster, 145, Vinalhaven. · Fred A. Grindle. Al; Freeman S. Ham

ilton, sw; W. Frank Pierce, JW; Winfield S. Carvel', s. Meetingsecol1d 

Tuesday; election, November. 9 

Mount Desert, ]40, Mount Desert. Melville L. Allen, ~[; Eugene D. Rich

ardson, SW; R. H. B. Fel'llald, J\V; Lyman H. Somes, 8. Meeting 

Saturday on or before full moon; election, January. 21 
Mount Kineo, 109, Guilford. Angus O. Campbell, M; Albion W. Ellis, sW; 

Alexander :1<'. Edes, JW; David Pearson, s. Meeting 8atul'day on or 

before' full mooll; election, December. 5 
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Mount Moriah , 56, Denmark. Sidney T. Brown, !Ij Albion P. Merrill, SWj 
Elmore E. Swan, JWj Almon P . Pingree, s. Meeting Wednesday on 
or before full moon j election, December. 18 

Mount Tire' m, ] 32, Waterford. Addison Millett, Mj Warren V . . Kneeland, 
SWj F rancis S. Packard , JW j Isaac F . J ewett, s. 
or before full moon j election, December. 

Meeting Tuesday on 
18 

Mystic,6:'), Hampden. F red L. Wyman, Mj Charles W. P age, SWj SUIll
ner D. Greeley, J Wj Willia m H. Tribou, s. Meeting Saturday on or 
before full moon ; election, December. 6 

Mystic Tie, 154, Weld. Wm. A. Allen, M; Roscoe E. Scamman, S II' ; Cleff 
Maxwell, JW ; Lyman L . J ones, s. Meeting Tuesday of the wnek of 
full moon ; electi on, December. 15 

Narraguagus, 88, Cherry fi eld. David W . Campbell, M; Arthur H. BartleLt, 
S II'; Phineas B. Guptill, J W; George G. Freeman, s. Meeting Tuesnay 
on or before the full moon; election, J auuary. 3 

Naskeag, ]71 , Brooklin. Fred S. Hel'J'ick , M; Eldorus H . Bridges, SW; 

Charles H. J ohnston, JW ; Augustus G. Blake, s. Meeting first Mon-
day ; election, J anuary. 4 

Naval, 184, Kittery . Ernest L. Chaney, ~I j Fred'k W. Cross, S I\'; Daniel 
O. Sea ward, JW ; Levi L. Goodrich, s. Meeting 'Vednesday on or 
before full 11100n; election, July. 1!l 

Neguemkeag, L66, Vassalboro. George F. Richards, !I ; Bert K. Maservey, 
sw; Charles H. Hanson, JW; Daniel Rollins, s. Meeting Thursday on 
or before full moon; election , September. 12 

Nezinscot, 101 , Turner. William B. Bradford , 'I ; William H. Downing, S II' ; 

--- ---, JW ; Seth D. Andrews, s. 
before full moon j election, June. 

Meeting Satnrday on or 
24 

Northern ~tar, 28, North Anson. Samuel S. Gould , M; Bert. Witham, sW; 
George L. Hovey , J W; vVilbur C. Simmons, s. Meeting Tuesday on or 
next preceding full moonj election, December . V{ 

Ocean, 142, "Veils' Depot. Ly man F . Getchell , 'I ; Albert H. Hatch, Sw; 

Thomas A. Chick , JW ; Frank L. Buker , s. Meeting Wednesday on or 
l>efore full moon j election, December. 19 

Olive Branch, 124, Charleston. .John L . Herrick, M ; Fred A. Thayer, Sll'; 

Frank H. Dl'llml1lond , ,TW ; Oscar L . Smith, s. Meeting Friday on or 
before full moon ; election, December. 5 

Orient, 1:') , Thorna~ton. Levi Mor:;e, Mj A. C. Strout , sW; W. H. Stack
pole, ,IW ; A. O. Tobie, s. Meeting first TuesdaY j election, J anua.ry. 

9 
Oriental, 13, Bridgton. David P . Chaplin, Mj Norman H. Libbey, Sll'; 

John B. Bray, JW ; D. Engene Chaplin, s. Meeting Saturday on or 

before full moon j election, October. 18 
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Oriental Star, 21, Livermore Falls. Alphonso D. Cole, M; Chester H. 
Thurston, sw; Luther B. Farnum, JW; George O. Eustis, s. Meeting 
Wednesday on or before full moon; election, January. 15 

Oxford, 18, Norway. Bial F. Bradbury, Mj Eugene E. Andrews, sw j 
Merton L. Kimball, JW; Howard D. Smith, s. Meeting Monday on or 
next before full moon; election, September. 16 

Pacific, 64, Exeter. GeOJ'ge M. Bond, Stetson, M; Alfred W. Hicks, Gar
land, sW; Roswell C. Rich, JW; David E. Knight, Garland, s. Meet-
ing Wednes1lay on 01' before full moon; election, January. 22 

Parian, 160, Corinna. Lewis Hntchins, ~I; Oliver L. Jones, sw; Silas F. 
Briggs, J\\'; George W. Nutter, s. Meeting Saturday on or before full 
moon ; election, September. 22 

Paris, 94, South Paris. William H. Jenne, M; Arthur E. Forbes, sW; 

William P. Morton, JW; Horatio WoodbUl'Y, s. Meeting Tuesday Oil 

or before full mooll; election, at first stated meeting in year. 16 
Peuobscot,39, Dexter. William C. Elder, Mj Lafayette B. Waldron, sW; 

Joseph H. Larrabee, .J\\'; Charles S. Hutchinson, s. Meeting Monday 
on or before full moon; elect ion, at last stated meeting preceding 27th 
Decem bel'. 5 

PhUlIIix, 24, Belfast. Henry J. Chaples, M; William C. Libby, SW ; Upham 
A. Hoyt, ,n\'; James Pattee, s. Meeting Monday on or before full 
moon; election, January. 8 

Pine Tree, 172, Mattawamkeag. J ohn E. Clark, M; Thorndike A. Ranney, 
sW; Josiah F. Shedd, JW; George W. Smith, s. Meeting Saturday on 
or before full moon; eiection, third Monday in December. 20 

Pioneer, 72, Ashla.nd. Alonzo T. Kalloch, M, George S. Orcutt, sW; San
ford C. Murphy, .J W; Henry S. Brown, s. Meeting Wednesday on or 
before full moon; election, December. 1 

Piscataquis, 44, Milo. A biel E. Leonard, M; Frank E. Monroe, sw; Thomas 
F. Hodgden, JW; Albert "\V. Murray, s. Meeting Friday on or before 
full moon ; election, September. 5 

Pleasant River, 163, Brownville. George W. McClain, M; Edgar C. Smith, 
sw; John Levensaler, JW; Edwin M. Johnston, s. Meeting Monday 
on or before full moon; election, November. 5 

Pleiades, 173, Milbridge. Henry H. Gray, M; Nelson C. Wallace, SW; 

Elmer E. Sawyer, JW; Augustine C. Leighton, s. 
or before full moon; election, January. 

Meeting Monday on 
3 

Plymouth, 75, Plymouth. Frank H. Pickard, M; Dana N. Gray, sw; L. 
Howard Gray, JW; Walter G. Loud, s. Meeting Tuesday on or before 
full moon; election, September. 22 
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Polar Star, 114, Bath. Frank D. Monroe, u; Ernest W. Mitchell, sw; Jo-
seph E. Anderson, JW; Herbert n. Maxwell, s. 
nesday; election, March. 

Meeting second Wed-
14 

Portland, 1, Portland. Charles E. Davis, 
Fred Berry, JW; George F. Gould , s. 
election, November. 

~I; Conyers E. Leach, sw; C. 

Meeting second Wednesday; 
17 

Pownal, ]]9, Stockton Springs. Albert M. Ames, M; Clifford N. Fletcher, 
sw; Charles C. Heath, JW; Frank H. Cousens, s. Meeting first Wed-
day; election, January. 8 

Preble, 143, Sanford. William I. Beck, M; William O. Nute, s \\' ; Fred 
Stubbs, JW; Joseph Leckenby, s. Meeting 'Wednesday on or before 
full moon; election, December. 23 

Presnmpscot, 127, No. Windham. Harrison R. Waterhonse, u; George A. 
Gordon, sw; William F. Libby, JW; William H. Cram, s. Meeting 
Saturday on or before filII moon; election, December. 17 

l'ythagorean, 11, Fryeburg. Frank A. Hill, M; John L. Osgood, sw; George 
H. Walker, 2d, JW; Tobias L. Eastman, s. Meeting Monday on or 
before fnllmoon; election, December. 18 

Qllantabacook, 12U, Searsmont. Uriah N. Dyer, M; Loxley T. Ness, sw; 
James Fuller, JW; Loima C. Poor, s. 
October. 

Meeting first Saturday; election, 

7 
Rabboni, HiO, Lewiston. Fred. G. Payne, ,,; Albert L. Murch, sw; T. 

Lloyd Pratt, JW; George F. Turner, s. Meeting Wednesday after full 
moon; election, September. 24 

Reliance, 195, Green's Landing. Bntler H. Mills, M; Joseph H. Eaton, sw ; 
William McKenzie, JW; ){ollins Y. Stinson, R. Meeting first Saturday; 
electioll, December. 4 

Hichmond, 63, Richmond. George B .• Jenkins, ,,; Isn,ac IJ. Spn,nlding, sw ; 
Melvin G. Bunker, .JW; William R. Fairclough, s. Meeting Monday 
on or before full moon; election, October. 14 

Rising Star, 177, Penobscot. Frank M. Clements,"; Hosea B., Wardwell, 
sw; Cyrus K. Bridges, JW ; Benjamin H. Cushman, s. Meeting first 
Wednesday; election, December. 4 

Hising Sun, 71, Orland. Frank E. Cotton, ,,; Hugh McVeigh, sw; Enoch 
W. Harriman, JW; Richard P. Harriman, s. Meeting first Tuesday;' 
election, December. 21 

Rising Virtue, 10, Bangor. 'Walter S. Bolton, ,,; Warren H. Knowles, sw; 
Charles J. Wn,rdley, JW ; Charles I. Collamore, s. Meeting last Tues-
day; election, December. 6 

Riverside, 135, East Jefferson. Thomas S. Bowden, M; Charles W. Besse, 
sw; AlbertE. Jones, JW; WilliamA. Jackson, s. Meeting Wednesday 
on or before full moon; election, December. 10 
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hockland, 79, Rockland. Henry J enkins, ~[; Henry J. Keating, sw; 

George A. Crockett, ,JW; Samuel A. Keyes, s. Meeting first Tuesday; 
election, January. 9 

Rural, 53, Sidney. Nathan A. Benson, M; Sewall A. Clark . s w; William 

A. Shaw, JW ; James F. "Van'en, s. 
full moon; election, September. 

Meeting Saturday on or before 

12 

Saco, 9, Saco. Abram T. Lord, 'I; Herbert H. Dame, sw; Fred B. Wig

gin, JW ; George A. Emery, s. Meeting first Wed nesllay; election. 
January. 19 

Saint Andrew's, 83, Bangor. George i\1. Fletcher, M; Fred W. Adams, sw; 
Frank A. Robinson, JW; Arlington B. Marston, s. Meeti ng las t Fri-

day ; election, December. 6 
Saint Aspinquid, 198, York Village. Wilson L . Hawkes, M ; Edward W. 

Baker, sw; Charles L. Bowden, JW; George F. Plaisted, York Cornel', s . 
Meeting Tuesday on or before full moon ; elect ion, September, 19 

Saint Croix, 46, Calais. George R. Gardner, ~I ; Thomas S. Boles, sw; John 

Dougherty, J\V; Stephen D. Morrell , s. Meeting first Monday; elec-

tion, December, St. John's Day. 2 

Saint George, 16, 'Warren. Wan en Morse, M; Edgar C. Crawford, S lY ; 

Edwin S. Carroll, .JW ; A. M. W etherbee, s. Meeting MOl1\hl,y on or 

before full moon ; election, October. 9 

Saint John's, 51, South Berwick. Charles i\1. Sleeper, M; J ohn B. Wbite
hearl, sw; J oseph A. Lord, JW; l<;dward A. Chesley, s. Meeting Mon-

day Oil 0 1' before fu ll moon ; election, May. 19 

Saint Paul's, 82, Rockport. Everett E. Fales, !I; George L. Wentworth , 
Sw; Frank E . Achorn ,' JW; Charles W. J enkins, s. Meeting Monday 

on or before fnll moon; election, October. 9 

Seaside, 144, Boothhay Harbor. J ohn R. McDotlgall, l! ; Thaddeus L. 

Montgomery, sw; Lewis A. Dunton , JW ; Henry S. Perkins, s. Meet-
ing first Friday; election , December . 10 

Sebasticook, 146, Clinton. George P. Billings, 'I; Willard W. Eastman, 

sw; Charles F. Bakel', JW; Rnel W. Gerald, s. Meeting ThUl'~day on 

or before full moon ; election, October. 7 

Shepherd's River, Hi9, Brownfield. Orion A. Morton, M; Llewellyn A . 

Cole, sw; J ohn Sands, Jr., JW ; Hubert F. :F itch, s. Meeting Saturday 

on or before full moon ; election, December. 18 

Siloam, 92, F a irfield. George C. Eaton, AI ; George G. Weeks, s w ; Wil

liam F. Nutt, JW ; George M. Chapman, s. Meeting first Thursday; 

election, December. 13 
Solar, 14, Bath. Herbert L. Grinnell , M; Howard B. Johnson, sw ; Lang

don T. Snipe, JW ; John R. Knowlton, s. Meetiug first Monday; elec-

tion, Decllmber . 14 
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Somerset, 34, Skowhegan. Frank W. Allen, M; Benjamin A. "Sawyer, sw; 
George C. Thompson, JW; Charles M. Lambert, s. Meeting Monday 
on or before fnll moon; election, .January. ]3 

Springvale, 190, Springvale. Charles A. Hutchins, M; Harmon G. Allen, 
sw; Willie F Ferguson, JW ; Frank H. Dexter, s. Meeting Tuesday on 
or before full moon; election, Dece mber. 23 

Standish, 70, Standish. John D. Higgins, M; Joseph C. Shaw, sw; George 
Eo Whitney, JW; ''Villiam H. Dresser, s. Meeting Thursday on or 
before fnll moon; election, Januftry. 17 

Star in the East, 60, Oldtown. George H. Richardson , AI; Fred C. Barton, 
sw; Virgil E. Tucker, JW; Charles A. Dillingham, s. Meeting Monday 
on or before full moon; election, September. 6 

Star in the West, 85, Unity. Fred A. Whitten, ~I; Albert Bacon, sw; 
George R. Mosher, JW; Reuel M. Berry, s. Meeting Tuesday on or 
before full moon; election, December. 7 

Temple 25. Winthrop. Levi E. JOlles, M; Charles G. Stackpole, sw; Geo. 
VV'. Bates, JW; Frank I. Bishop, s. Meeting Monday on or before full 
moon; election, December. 11 

Temple, 86, Westbrook. Albert H. Burroughs, ~r; Frank O. Mariner, sw; 
Erllest A. Bodge, JW; Oliver A. Cobb, s. Meeting second Wednesday; 
election, December. .. 17 

Timothy Chase, 126, Belfast. Edward H. Kaler, ~[; Dalton F . Stephenson, 
5W; Marcel R. Kuowlton, J\\'; Charles E. Johnson, s. 
Thursday; election. January. 

Meeting first 
8 

Tranquil, 29. Auburn. Frank L. Bartlett, ~I; James P. Hutchinson, sw; 
Albert E. Verrill, JW; James F. Atwood, s. Meeting W"ednesday on 
or before full moon; election, January. 24 

'l'remont, 77, South West Harbor. Franklin S. Doli vel', AI; William L. 
Gilley, sw; William W. I{ing, .J\\'; William R. Keene, Manset, s. Meet-
ing Thursday on or before full moon; election, December. 21 

Trinity, 120, Presque Isle. Marcns S. Huson, M; Fred H. Blake, sw; 
Ronaldo H. McDonald, JW; Zadoc P . Shaw, s. Meeting Monday on 
or before full moon; election, December. 1 

Tuscan, 106, Addison. Fred A. Chandler, M; Melvin L. Cleaves, sw; 
Amos G. Godfrey, JW; Amasa D. Tracy, Westcogus, s. Meeting Sat-
urday on or before full moon; election, December. 3 

Tyrian, 7:3, Mechanic Falls. Fred E. Dwinal, 
Winfield C. Dwinal, .JW; Lewin Jefferies, s. 
before full moon; election, October. 

M; Will P. Perkins, sw ; 
Meeting Thursday on or 

24 
Union, 31, Union. Charles M. Lucas, M; George C. Hawes, sw; Benjamin 

F. Jones, JW; Benjamin Bnrton, s. Meeting Thursday on or before 
full moon; election, December. 9 
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United, 8, Brunswick. Adelbert J. Hutchinson, M; Gilbert M. Elliott, sw; 
Hemy C. Upton, JW; Lemuel H. Stover, s. Meeting second Tuesday; 
election, December. 14 

Unity, 58, Thorndike, Alonzo H. Higgins, M; Charles P. Hutchins, SW; 

Phineas P. Shibles, JW; John N. Tilton, s. Meeting Thursday on or 
before full moon; election, January. 7 

Vassalboro', 54, North Vassalboro'. Abel Wall , Ai; Albert S. Priest, Sw; 
Joseph Jewett, JW; Henry A. Ewer, s. 
full moon; election, September. 

Meeting Tuesday on or before 
III 

Vernon Valley, 99, Mt. Vernon. William M. Tyler, ~[; William A. J<' rench, 
sw; George H. Poole, JW; Silas Burbank, s. Meeting Tuesday on or 
before full moon; election, November. 12 

Village, 26, Bowdoinham. Robert W. Carr, M; Frank H. Pnringto)1, sw ; 
Albion I-I. Hillman. JW; Henry E. Coruish, s. Meeting Wednesday on 
or before full mooll; election, October. 14 

Warren, 2, East Machias. Calvin B. Ober, ~l; Francis L. Talbot, sw; Her
bert M. Hanscom, JW; Warren F. Pope, s. Meeting Tuesday on or 
before full moon; election, December 27th. 3 

Warren Phillips, 186, Cumberland Mills. Wingate C. Titcomb, M; George 
B. Swett, sw; Clinton S. Eastman, JW; Calvin S. Walker, s. Meeting 
first Wednesday; election, October. 17 

Washburn, 193, Washburn. Calvin D. Carter, M; Jarvis B. Harris, sw; 
Bowdoin R. Blackstone, JW; Edward M. Hines, s. Meeting Wednes-
day on or before full moon; election, December. 1 

Washington, 37, Lubec. Hilbert G. McBride, M; Irving W. Case, sw; Wil
liam Merriam, JW; Verdi Ludgate, s. Meeting first 'Vednesday; elec-
tion, December. 2 

Waterville, 3a, ·Waterville. Martin F. Bartlett, M; Herbert M. Fuller, sw; 
)<;dward L. Meader, JW; Thomas E. Ransted, s. Meeting Monday on 
01' before full moon; election, December. 12 

'Webster, 164, Sabattus. J<:dwin Woodside, M; George W. Jordan, sw; 
Charles A. Bagnall, ,J\\"; Judson Bangs, s. Meeting Thursday on or 
next before full moor.; election, December. 24 

Whitney, 167, Canton. Cyrus T. Bonney, Jr., M; Geo. f-T. Strout, sw; 
Charles H. Randall, JW; Herbert J. DeShon, s. Meeting first Thnrs-
day; election, September. 15 

Wilton, 156, Wilton. Fred J. Ward, ~[; Cyrus N. Blanchard, sw; Mau
rice E . Allen, JW; Fred E. Trefethen, s. Meeting Wednesday week 
of full moon; election, September. 15 

Winter Harbor, 192, Winter Harbor. George W. Tracy, M; Charles E. 
Grover, sw; Ira N. Workman, JW; Bedford E. Tracy, s. Meeting 
first Wednesday; election, January. 4 
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irrevocable landmarks of Masonry, you are invested as ' Grand Master, with 
powers and prerogatives well nigh absolute. The interests of the craft, and 
the happiness of your brethren throughout, this Colony are practically in 
your hands during your term of office. But the very consciousness of the 
possession of great power will ever int:~line a man of generous mind to be 
cautious and gentle in its exercise. To rule has been the lot of many, and 
does not necessarily require either strength of intellect or soundness of 
judgment. To rule well has been the fortune of but few, and may well be 
the object of an honourable ambition. Let me remind you, sir, that it is 
not by the strong arm and iron will that obedience and order, those first 
requisites of good government, are best secured, but rather by holding the 
key to the hearts of men." 

The Grand Master made an excellent address, which may be read with 
great profit by all who are concerned in administering the affairs of the 
craft. Among other things, he said: 

" We have in the Grand Lodge two charges: "Ve have the charge of the 
admini~tration of the ordinary affairs of the Grand Lodge, and we a re 
charged to see that our ancient landmarks are ob~erved in the closest man
ner by the large and rapidly increasing number of lodges that come under 
our rule. Most Worshipful sir, it is part of our duty never to forget, and, 
indeed, we cannot forget, that the rites of Freemasonry, its ceremonies, its 
allegorical teachings, and ij;s noble precepts, are not of our own devising. 
They were practiced ages before our time, anel they will survive after we 
have been forgotten, and while we are entrusted with the care and super
vision of our lodges it must be our close endeavQur to see that they hand on 
unimpaired the landmarks that have reached us through centuries." 

The receipt of three copies of our Proceedings was acknowledged. The 
name of Bro. HKuBKRT HARRIS, as Hepresentative near our Grand Lodge, 
is given, but in the table of Represent'atives it is said" From. Not yet ap
pointed." While we find no mention later, that t.he appointment had been 
made, it is noted in the proceedings in October, that congratulations were 
tendered by the Representative (among others) of the Grand Lodge of Maine. 

In October, the Board report: 
"Since the annual commUl lication, Lodge Unanimity, of Marlborough, 

has transferred its allegiance from the Grand Lodge of England, was wel
comed into the fold by l~t. Wor. Bro. H. J. Williams, and is now No. 106 
on our roll. Lodge Ohinemuri, No. 10i, at Paeroa, was consecrated and 
opened by Mt. Wor. Bro. Niccol, Past Grand Master, on ,July :l3, under 
the most favourable auspices, the proceedings forming altogether' one of the 
grandest and most impressive masonic ceremonies that h~.ve ever taken place 
in New Zealand.' Lodge Winton , No. 108, at Winton, Sonthland, was con
secrated by the Mt. Wor. Grafl(l Master, Bro. Wm. Barron, on September 
23d, assisted by the Grand Superintendent of the District, Rt. Wor. Bro. 
M. R. Bree, and the Grand Secretary. There was a large attendance of 
brethren from In vercargill and the surrounding districts. " 

Past Grand Master BKLL had written that the Grand Lodge of England 
had recognized the Grand Lodge, but no official announcement had been 
received. 
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BRETHREN' DIED' DURING' THE' YEAR, 

FROI"I MARCH I, I 095, TO ,\'lARCH I, 1096. 

THO~E I\JARKED :It WERE RETUf.:Nl!D A S BUI<lED WITH MA SON I C RITES. 

1 Portland. Erl win S. Stevens, F eb. 17; Pliny Crowell, Aug. 5; W iI
liam E. Dennison, Sept. 4; Henry W. Lindsay, Oct. 7; John W. 
Crowther in 1893-death not reported until annual meeting of 
1895; Albion W. Mayo, Feb. 2, 1896. 

2 Warren. Ivory Hovey Robinson,- Nov. 4, Past Master, Past D. D. 
G. M. and High Priest of Warrell It. A. Chapter. 

3 Lincoln. Isaac G. Williamson, Nov. 4; Joseph E. Nutter, Feb. 4. 
4 Hancock. Leroy S. Brophy, Nov. 14; Edward P. Adams, July 10. 
5 Kellnebec. Mark Johnson, March Hi; Frank K Hodgdon, July 1; 

Hiram Fuller, January 14; John H. Lowell, Jan. 31. 
G Amity. Nathaniel Crooker, Sept. 28; Joseph A. Graffam, March 24; 

Jesse F. Hosmer, April] 7; Gideon Tower, Nov. 6; Chas. N. Fer
nald, July 4. 

7 Eastern. John N. Woodworth, Mar. 18; Thomas M. Bibber, April 21 ; 
Alexander D. Jones, Aug. 10; Warren Brown, Jan. 2:l; Edward 
B. Davis, Feb. 9. 

8 United. Stephen J. Young; J. Amherst Whitmore, Sep. 3; Stephen 
A. Winslow, February 2; Charles H. "Vagg, March 2, drowned in 
the Androscoggin fres lH't. 

9 Saco. Charles Nutter, February 18, honorary member. 
10 ' Rising Virtue. William Flowers, April 16; Charles L. Marston, De

cember 10; Gustavus B. Marden, January 15; Charles W. Jordan, 
February 17; John A. Wallis, :February 19. 

13 Oriental. Arthur J. Noone,. March 18; Henry E. Warren, June 29; 
John Mead, August 10; Wm. A. Stevens, February 7. 

14 Solar. Alexander Farrar, September 28; Turner McCarty, August 8; 

Frank. O. Moses, March 11. 
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15 Orient. W. H. Smith, May 12; J. H. Burkett, July 19. 
16 St. George. John C. Crawford,* March 21; Alexander Spear,* May 10. 

17 Ancient Landmark. Charles E. Somerby, May 1, life member; Wil-

liam S. Corey,* May 23; Edward L. O. Adams, July 13; Thomas 

S. Smyth, at Wilmington, N. C.; JOhll Q. Twitchell, February 

211, life member, accidental death. 
18 Oxford. Benjamin G. Barrows,* March 9; Stephen Pottle,* May 1; 

C. Washington Hobbs, May 5, died and buried at Island Pond, Vt. ; 

Alfred C. Hicks, November 1, in Boston. 

19 Eelicity. Otis A Eldridge, April 28; Joseph H. Emerton, February 6, 

Masonic House Service; Albert M. Huston,* June 4; 1m W. Heath, 
July 30. 

21 Oriental Star. David Cargill, JUlle 13, P. G. M. of Grand Lodge; Geo. 

S. Winn; Orrin E. Foss; Elijah Wadswqrth, December 23; Hobert 

Blacker, January 7. 

22 York. Fred L. Thompson, May 10; Alvah Cook, November 10; L. K. 
Dorrance, October 9. 

23 Ereepurt. Albert R. Winslow, June 16. 

24 l'hmnix. Jediah C. Cates. July 17; Winfield S. Adams, August 3, 

at Bluehill, Me. ; Lewis H. Ryan, August 31, at Cambridge, Mass., 

hospital; Hiram Y. Hodgdon, October 12 ; John D. Smart, Octo

ber; James ,Yo Holt, November 9, at Alameda, Cal. ; Isaac E. 
Hatch, November 26; Arthnr W. Hobinson, Feb. 4. 

26 Village. Noble M. Buker, May 13; Zina Campbell; John L. Patten, 

March 17. 

27 Adoniram. Cyrus H. Moody, December 1; Luther. Whitney, Jan. 20. 

28 Northem St"r. Albert Moore, April 7, Past Grand Master; Samuel A. 
Mitchell, December 14. 

29 Tranquil. Charles A. Bridge,* March 11; Louville G. Lord,* July 19; 

George McClure .... September 8, Past Master of Tranquil Lodge. 
30 Blazing Star. William W. Bragg, 1894. 

31 Ullion. W . A. Albee,* November 2; D. P . Andrews, January 29; Na

than Hawkes, * March 4; Orrison McGuire, October 22, died and 
buried at sea. 

32 Hermon. 

33 Waterville. 
George M. Douglass, June 16. 

Charles G. Carleton, July 2; George Jewell, Oct. 30; 
William D. Stevens, March 18. 

34 Somerset. William Folsom, Mar. 16; Brooks D. Savage,* April 7; 

Henry I-l. Page, Aug. 1; Francis A. Seveno,* Sept. 7. 

35 Bethlehem. John K Ward,* May 20; Frank O. Ward,* Nov. 22; 

Isaac Hilton,* Jan. 8; James A. Craig,* Jan. 17 ; David T. Neal,* 
Eeb. 6. 
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36 Casco. Wm. J. Drinkwater, Mal'. 24, aged 74 years; Eben Y. Pom-

eroy, Feb. 15, aged 78 years. 
38 Harmony. Charles Johnson,* April 7; Josiah C. Shirley,* July 17. 
39 Penobscot. Levi Bridgham, May 2; William H. P. Bement, Jan. 24. 

40 Lygonia. Calvin P. Moore, Sept. 19, in Boston, Mass.; J esse H. 
Bragdon, Dec. Supposed to have been lost at sea. 

42 Freedom. Leallder Staples, April. 

43 Alna. Charles G. Merry,* :Feb. 15, lodge historian for two decades; 
J ohn McWhorter,- Aug. 3. 

44 Piscataquis. Theodore Wyman, Mar. 13 ; Jasen Hassell, Nov. 9. 

46 St. Croix. Alexander W. Todd, March, at Kansas City; Stephen B. 

Berry, Sept. 25; J"emuel G. Downes, Dec. 5. 
47 Dunlap. Jeremiah Goldsbrough, June 19; Harry J . Tatterson, July 

22, Past Master; Abel H. Jellison, Aug. 15; Andrew A. Mason. 

Sept. 24; Charles I-I. Parcher, Mar. 4. 

48 Lafayette. Varus Steams, Oct. 20; George W. Coil'an, Mar. 20; 
Francis B. Aubin, Nov. 10; Matthias Smith, Aug. 21. 

49 Meridian Splendor. Judson E.. Friend, August; Chas. L. Young, Oc

tober. 

50 Aurora. Bernard T. Weeks,- June 11, at North Achlms ; William 

Pendleton,- July 29; Johll B. Waterhouse,- Sept. 13; Oliver D. 

Brown, Dec. 14; Charles W. Snow, Past Master. 

51 St. John's. Samuel M. Carleton, Sept. 15; Austin Cleml'nt, April 1 ; 

Geo. W. Brackett, April 2; Frank G. Hobbs, Jan. 4; George E. 
Littleficld, Jan. 17. 

52 Mosaic. Elias J. Hale, March 28; Caleb .J. Ford, August 25; John F. 

Ham, January 12; John H. Ramsdell, Febl'llary 13. 

56 Mt. Moriah. Seth Douglass, July 6; George R Bean, January. 

57 King Hiram. George G. Hiehardson, January 22; Nat.han S. Bishop, 

February 24. 

60 Star in the East. Wellman Bosworth, July 15 ; Heuben Holbrook, 

August 23; Theodore L. J ellison, April; Edward K. Longley, July 
25; Charles E. Rogers, October 29. 

61 King Solomon's. Francis M. Eveleth, April 9 ; A. E. Howard, Aug. 2; 

D. W. Dennett, October 28; Sanford O. Wallace, April 11. 
64 Pacific. Charles H. Whiting, May Ill; J . L. Twombly, June 7 ; Cyrus 

P. Church. 

65 Mystic. George Jose, July 13; William Temple, April 22. 

66 Mechanics'. Henry Holf, April 11: Edwin F. Atwell, September 15. 

67 Blue Mountain. George W. Heed, July 20. 

68 Mariners'. Frank W. McGilvery, sailed from Baltimore and never 

heard. from; Ernest Steger, July, drowned at a South American 
port; John F. Nichols,- May. 
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70 Standish. Thomas Davis, April 21; Wm. H. Sturgis, Dec. 
71 Rising Sun. Hndson Saunders, April 22. 
73 Tyrian. Dennis H. Andrews,* March 26; John Hooker,* September 

22; Benj . Collins,* November 6; A. L. Lambert; A. H. Milliken; 
Daniel P. Atwood. 

74 Bristol. Thomas McFarland ,* September 27; Edmnnd G. Lane,* No
vember 25. 

7fi Arundel. James Cameron, June 14; EIiphalet P. Wildes, September 
13; George E. Walker, December 18. 

77 Tremont. Jonathan Norwood,* Augnst 10; Woodbury W. Norwood, 
March 1; Cummings M. Holden, December 5; James F. Ross, in 
Colorado. 

78 Crescent. William C. Sprague, December 25, at San Francisco, Cal.; 
Charles E. Hersey, February 12, at Everett, Mass. 

7!) Rocklallfl. William Abrams, September 14, at Portland, Me. ; Joseph 
Farwell, Ylay 23, at Unity, Me.; Charles H. Kenniston, Nov . 12, 
at Rockland, Me. 

80 Keystone. 'Vm. M. E. Brown, April 17; Irvin S. Young, Dec. 10. 
81 Atlantic. Zebulon K. Harmon, March 16; Benj. F . Swett, March 22; 

Andrew J. Chase, May 15; Charles H. Holland, May 24; Henry 
H. Hay, Augnst 9; Daniel Braziel', Angust 25; William ]<'. Todd, 
January 29. 

82 St. Paul's. J oh n E. Peabody, March 23; Joseph F. Spear, June 1; 
James R. Thurston, December 27; Albion McAlister, February 12. 

83 St. Andrew's. William P. Wingate, April 5; Sylvanus W. Holt, June 
6; Robert Powers, June 19; Bartlett S. Nye, June 22; John F. 
Colby, October 31; Albert F. Snow, November 11; Edward F. 
Roberts, November 16; James M. Daggett, November 19; J. Frank 
Newmarch, December 30. 

84 Eureka. Johu D. Snow,* Jnne 19, aged 76 years; Enoch R. Clark,* 
July 1H, aged 66 years; John Keen. 

85 Star in the West. Bellj. J. Woods, December. 
86 Temple. :Freeman Higgins, October 12, aged 70; Angus W. Shaw, 

February 16, at Riverside, Cal. 
88 Narraguagus. Nahum B. Bartlett, March 14; Samuel Parritt, August; 

Winslow Stevens. 
89' Island. George W. Hatch, June 6, on board ship S. D. Carleton, from 

new York for Melbourne, Australia. 
91 Harwood. George W. Campbell, March 3; Hussell L. Gilman,* July 

20; William M. Andrews,* F ebruary 8. 
92 Siloam. John P. Leavitt, Mar. 22; Marcellus Hayes, June 1; Madison 

U. Crosby, July 5. 
11 G. L. 



Proceedings 0./ the [May, 

93 Horeb. J ohn A. Henderson, December 24; Merritt Goodwin,* Decem-

ber 30; Willard N. W yman , F ebruary 6, at Presque Isle, Me. 

94 Paris. William R. Howe, July 7; J a mes Smit h, lost at sea. 

95 Corinthian. Lorenzo Judkins, July; N. B. Turner , F ebruary. 
96 Monument. Geo. G. Bickford,* October 9; J oseph B. Stetson , Nov. 

27 ; Alfred B. Cottle. 
97 Bethel. David M. Grover,* May 16; Alvin B. Godwin, May 30; James 

M. Brown,* Sept. 11 ; J onas G. Lang,* November 5. 

98 Katahdin. Henry L. Whitehouse. 
99 Vernon Valley. Sylvanus C. Currier, Sept. 1, aged 75. 

100 J efferson. James T. Moore; J eremiah J . Cram ; J ohn W. Sampson, 
May, in Prov idence, R. I. ; Nathan L. Marshall ,- J anuary 8. 

101 Nezinscot. William H. French, Dec. 28, .Junior Warden . 

102 Marsh River. Z. L. Downs, November 15. 

105 Ashlar . W. n. 'Washburn , May 27 . 
107 Day Spring. J a mes S. Sanborn,* Oct. 14. 

109 Mount Kineo. .Joseph F. Drew; Abner T. Wade. 

110 Monmouth . Benj. H . Prescott, Nov. 12; George W. F rost, Dec. 3. 
III Liberty. Elisha H. Carter, :.tay 10, aged 88 years; J ames Lewis, :Feb. 

24, aged 83 years. 

112 Eastern Frontier. Manley E. Wheeler , July 13; George F. Huntress, 

July 18. 
113 Messalonskee. Charles W. F olsom, Dec. 8; Charles W. Heney,* J an . 

26; Louis Belanger.* F ebruary 17. 
114 P olar Star . J ohn B. Fielding, Oct. 14, in Boston, Mass.; Alber t T . 

Thompson, June 20, in Bangor, Me. 

115 Buxton. Daniel Townsend,* March 1; Samuel Edgerly,* March 21; 

Samuel D. Atkinson, * December 25. 
116 Lebanon. Henry Murphy, July 1; Seth P arlin, September ; Freeman 

Sawyer, December 15, charter member. 

117 Greenleaf. Henry Merrill, March 20 ; Ezra W. Barker, ] 'eb. 10. 

118 Drummond. James W . Cook, Nov. 23. 

119 Pownal. Isaac H. Griffen, March 29, Past Master ; Edward Patridge, 
May 12. 

121 Acacia. J oseph H. Lang, October 6. 

125 Meridian. Geo. N. Pushaw, March 8; Nathan McCausland, F eb. 15; 

Alonzo Pa tten, April 12; Stephen W. Tibbet ts, April 12 ; Nelson 
Vickery, March 9. 

126 Timothy Chase. William Davis, August 2; Fred. A. White, Oct. 26. 

128 E ggemoggin. Lucius B. Sargent,* October 20; Rober t I. Hoper, in the 
West Indies. 

130 Trinity. J. W. Bolton, May 18; Will A. Smith, October 4. 
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131 Lookout. J esse S. Larchin, Jftnuftry 3. 
13~ Mount Tir'em. Emerson Wilkins, April 7 ; Horace Maxfield, July 21, 

died while Mftster; Cyrus S .. Green, August 1. 

133 Asylum. Otis n. Nelke,* Dec. 30, in Lewiston. 
135 Riverside. Warren C. Ames, Feb. 23. 
137 Kenduskeag. Frank P. Barker,* April 22; David C. Turner, August 

1:1; William B. Baston, Aug. Hl; Lorenzo A. Bowles, Jan. 29. 
138 J,ewy's Island. Manly G. Stevens, April 10; Horace T,. Buck, July 5; 

Josepb .Jellison, August'1O. 
139 Archon. J oh n L. Bftker. 
140 Mt. Desert. Andrew J . Whiting, February 2. 
141 Augusta. Benj. F. HarriR, Dec. 30, Sup. Public Buildings, and Gen-

eral during late war. 
143 Preble. Howard H. Day,* Nov. 9. 
14i Seaside. Clutrles S. Witham, Nov. 27, aged 35 years. 
14.) Moses Webster. Edmund P. 'Walker,* Mftrch 19; Eben Fifield,* ,July 

8; .Bloomfield Cftlderwood,* Sept. 25. 
146 Sebasticook. Charles V{. Bradforcl, Sept. 21; Simon W. Baker, Oc-

tober 30. 
147 Evening Star. Alanson Young, Sept. 23, 1893. 
149 Doric. William D. Pooh'), December 2. 
1;)0 Habboni. ~enj. F. Getchell, February 5. 
153 Delta . Seth Walker, March 24. 
154 Mystic Tie. .Albert Storer. 
Hi5 Ancient York. J ohn Shore, August 8; Thomas C. Rogers, Oct. 16. 

156 Wilton. Gustavus Jeyes,* May 21; Jonathan O. Jeyes, November 5. 
157 Cambridge. S. Everer,t Bailey, April 30; Elisha Skinner. 
1;)9 Esoteric. J oseph W'. Bowden, November 7. 
160 Pftriftn. .Job P. Nelson, August 16; Joseph Wey mouth , January 18. 
Hll Carrabassett. Charles H. Rolfe, January 26; Loriston G. Lord , Jan-

uary 26. 
164 Webster. J oseph G. Bragg,* December Hl, Past Master. 
166 Neguemkeag. John M. Hussey, May 11, in Portland; Hon. Hall C. 

Burleigh, May 17. 
Hl7 Whitney. Frank E. Capen, April 8. 
Hi9 Shepherd's River. F. S. Thom, September. 
171 Naskeag. Benj. L. Phillips, August 28. 
172 Pine Tree. rliny P. Davis,* Octoner 5. 
173 PleiadeR. Ira E. Foster, Jan. 10; Isaac M. Farrar; F. G. W. Peterson, 

lost at sea; I-I. G. Small, JUlie; Franklin Sawyer, December. 
174 Lynde. Eben T. :Fletcber, Jannary 22; Charles H. Patten, July 8; 

Frank C. Barnes, February 15. 
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175 Baskahegan. William Thayer, Uctober; S. Butterfield, August. 
177 Rising Star. Edwin A. Sprague, December 24; Silas N. Mitchell, Jan

uary 27. 
178 Ancient Brothers'. Elmer I. Thomas, January 1. 
180 Hiram. James C Rundlett, P. M. of Hiram Lodge; Edmond H. Skin-

ner. 
183 Deering. Joseph F. Freeman,* May 31; Frederick S. Dyer, Nov. 28. 
185 Bar Harbor. John T. Higgins, May 20, at Pueblo, CQI. 
186 Warren Phillipb. .John E. Ford, May 4; John Goodell, September 5; 

Henry 1. Clark, October 10; Josiah D. Lewis, February 2. 
187 Ira Berry. Harry B. Parker, April 13; Geo. W. Clay, January 13. 
189 Knox. Mark D. Ames, February 20, he was the first Master of Knox 

Lodge. In the civil war he was an officer in the navy. 
193 Washburn. Arthur J. Brown, November 27. 
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PERflANENT . flEMBERS. 

M.W. HIRAM CHAS E, Belfast, P.G.M. 
JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND, Portland, 
WILLIAM P. PREBLE, New Brighton, N. Y., 
EDWARD P. BURNHAM, Saco, 
CHARLES!. COLLAMORE, Bangor, 
MARQUIS F. KING, Portland, 

WILLIAM R. G. ESTES, Skowhegan, 
FESSENDEN r. DAV, Lewiston, 

FRANK E. SLEEPER, Sabatis , 
ALBRO E. CHASE, Portland, 

HENRV R. TAYLOR, Machias, 
HORACE H. BURBANK, Saco, 

R.W. GUSTAVUS F. SARGENT, Boston , P.S.G. W. 
DA VID BUGBEE, Bangor, 

THADDEUS R. S IMONTON, Camden, 

SUMNER ] . CHADBOURNE, Augusta, 

JOHN R. REDMAN, Ellsworth, 
ARLINGTON B. MARSTON, Bangor, 

JOSEPH M. HAYES, Bath, 
LE ANDER M. KENNISTON, Camden, 

MANLY G. TRASK Bangor, 

DANIEL P. BOVNTON, Monmouth, 

G EORGE R. SHAW, Portland, 
JOSEPH A. LOCKE, Portland, 

HERBERT HARRIS, East Machias, 
WINF[ELD S. CHOATE, Augusta, 

JOHN W. BALLOU, Bath, P.]. G. W. 
A. M. WETHERBEE, Warren , 

EDWIN HOWARD VOS E, Calais, 
AR C H[E LEE TALBOT, Lewiston, 
GOODWIN R. W ILEY, Bethel, 
AUGUSTUS BAILEV, Gardiner, 
B ENJAMIN AMES, Thorndike, 
WILFORD J. FI S HER, Eastport: 

SAMUEL G. DAVIS, Denmark, 
ALG ERNON M. ROAK, Auburn, 

EDMUND B. MALLET, Freeport, 

SAMUEL L. MILLER, WaidoboT91 

HOWARD D. SM[TH, Norway, 

WM. FREEMAN LORD, Auburn, 

GUSTAVUS H. CARG[LL, Liberty, 

MOSES TAIT, Calais, 



530 C orrespondence- Victoria. 

"UNITED GRAND LODGE OF ENGLAND, 
:FREEMASONS' HALL, GREAT QUEEN STHEET, 

LONDON, W. C., ,Tune 22, 1896. 
" Dear Sir and V . W. Brother: 

" The relations between the Grand Lodge of England and that of Victoria 
am of so cordial and fraternal a character that I feel some hesitation in even 
referring to a report which has reached me, that the Grand LodgfJ of Victoria 
has entertained an application from certain brethren resinent in Western 
Anstralia. for a warrant to establish a new longe in that colony, which, as 
you are aware, is under the jnrisniction of the Grand Longe of England. 

" It is needless to point out to you that the granting of such a warrant 
would be a most flagrant act of aggression, and one which wou:d be naturally 
resented by the Grand Lodge of England. 

" I shall be glad to learn from yon that there is no foundation for the 
rumour, to which I find reference is made in an Australian masonic news, 
paper called' Masonry,' a copy of which reached me a few days since. 

"I am dear Sir and V. W. Brother, 
" Yours faithfully and fraternally, 

"E. LWfCIIWOR'1'H, G. S. 
"V. W. Bno. JOlIN BRAIM, Grand Secretary, Victoria. 

"The Grand Secretary was instructed to communicate the decision arrived 
at by (jrand Lodge on 15th June last, viz: 'That this Grand Lodge does not 
desire to assume jurisdiction.' " 

We had not seen the item in relation to lodges in Western Australia, when 
we wrote our comments above. 

We commend the second item to those who hold that all, that a rejection 

means, is that some member of the lodge does then desire the candidate to 
become a member of the lodge. 

Three charters for new lodges were granted upon the recommendation of 

the Board. 
In December, a form of application was adopted to be used by all lodges 

and to be preserved on file by the Secretary, at least one year. We give 
the form in order to show something of the law of eligibility of candidates: 

"FORM OF ApPLICATION. 
" 1'0 the WorshipJul11faster, Officers and Members oj the Lodge, No. 

" I, being a free man, and of the full age of twenty-one years, 
do declare that, unbiassed by the improper solicitation of friends, and unin
fluenced by mercenary or other unworthy motives, I freely and voluntarily 
offer myself a candidate for the mysteries apd privi leges of Freemasonry; 
that I am prompted by a favorable opinion preconceived of the institution, 
and a desire for knowledge; and that I will cheerfully conform to all the 
ancient usages and established customs of the Order. 

"QUESTIONS '1'0 BE ANSWERED BY CANDIDATE. 
"Name in full, Age, Occupation, 
"Married or Single, Address, Business, Private, 
" Have you ever made application to be proposed in any other masonic 

lodge? 
" If so, please state name of lodge, and where holden. 
" Were you accepted? If not, for what reason? 
"Freemasunry not being a Benefit Society, have you seriously considered 

whether your circumstances will enable you to snpport the institution? 
"Candidate's Signature. 

" WE l'ROPOSE the above-named Gentleman as a Candidate for Initiation 
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of (lrand Offic¢rs. 
GHANI) SECRETARIES. 

Henry C. ArIlltitrong. Montgomery. 

George J. Uoskruge, Tucson. 

Fay Hempstead, Little Hock. 
Walter J. Quinlan, Victoria: 

George Johnson, San Francisco. 

John J. Mason, Hamil ton. Onto 
Jose F, P elion, lhwana. 

Ed. C. Parmelee, Denver. 

John 1-1. Barlow, Hartford. 

Benjamin L. Bartram, Wilmington . 

William H. Singleton, Washington. 

Edward Letchworth, London. 

Wilber P. Webster, Jacksonville. 

Andrew M. Wolihin, Macon. 

Charles C. Stevenson, Boitie City. 

J oseph H. C. Dill , Bloomington. 

William H. Smythe, Indianapolis. 

J oseph S. Murrow, Atoka. 

Theodore S. Parvin, Cectar Rapids. 

Archibald St. George, Dublin. 
Albert K Wilson, Topeka. 

Henry B. Grant, Louisville. 

Hichard Lambert, New Orleans. 

Stephen Berry, Portland. 

William G. Scott, Winnipeg. 

Jacob H. Medairy , Baltimore. 
Sereno D. Nickerson, Boston. 

J e fferson S. Conover, Cold water. 

Thomas MonJ,golllery, St. Paul. 

John L. Power, Jackson. 
John D. Vincil, St. Louis. 

Cornelius Hedges, Helena. 

William H. Bowen, Omaha. 

CHAIRMEN COM. CORHESPONJ)ENCE. 

Palmer J. Pillans, Belknap. 

Morris Gold water, Prescott. 

Sam. H. Davictson, Evening Shade. 

Marcus Wolfe, Nanaimo. 
William A. Davies, San Francisco. 

Henry Robertson, Collingwood. 
Francisco de P. Rodriguez, Havana. 

Lawrence N: Greenleaf, Denver. 

John H. Barlow, Hartford. 

Lewis H. Jackson, Wilmington. 

William H. Singleton, Washington. 

None. 

William A. McLean. 

Whiteford S. Ramsay, Dublin. 

Charles C. Stcpenson, Boise City. 

Joseph Robbins, Quincy. 
Nicholas R. Ruckle, Indianapolis. 

Joseph S. Murrow, Atoka. 
James C. W. Coxe, Washington. 

None. 
Matthew M. Miller, Topeka. 

Willialll W. Clarke, Owensboro. 

J. Q. A. F ellows, New Orleans. 

Josiah H. Drummond, Portland. 

William G. Scott, Winnipeg. 
Edward T. Schultz, Baltimore. 

None. 

Jefferson S. Conover, Coldwater. 

Irving Todd, Hastings. 
Andrew 11. Barkley, Crawford. 

John D. Vincil, St. Louis. 

Cornelius Hedges, Helena. 

Wiiliam R. Bowen, Omaha. 
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GRAND LODGES. 

Nevada, June 9, 1896, 
New Brunswick, Aug. 27, 1895, 
New Hampshire, May 20, 1896, 
New J ersey, Jan. 29, 1896, 
New Mexico, Oct. 7, 1895, 
New South Wales, June, 1895. 
New York, June 4, 1896, 
New Zeala nd, April 30, 1896, 
North Carolina, Jan. 14, 1896, 
North Dakota, June 9, 1896, 
Nova Scotia, June 12, 1895, 
Ohio, Oct. 23, 1895, 
Oklahoma, Feb. 11, 1896, 
Oregon, June 10, 1896, 
Pennsylvania, Dec. 27, 1895, 
Peru, Marcb 28, 1896, 
P. E. Island, June 24, 1895, 
Quebec, Jan. 29, 1896, 
Rhode Island, May 20, 1B95, 
Scotland, 1895, 

GHANO MAsTEl!s. 

Enoch Strother, Virginia City. 
Julius T. Whitlock, St. Stephen. 
Henry A. Marsh, Nashua. 
George 'V. Fortmeyer, East Orange. 
James H. Wroth, Albuquerque. 
Sir Joseph Palmer, Abbott, Sydney. 
John Stewart, New York. 
William Barron, Wellin~ton. 

Francis M. Moye, Wilson . 
William T. Perkins, Bismarck. 
William F. MacCoy, Halifax. 
William B. Melish, Cincinnati. 
Henry Rucker, Perry. 
Philip Metscban, Salem. 
Matthias H. Henderson, Philadelphia. 
Christian Dam, Lima. 
Roderick McNeill, Stanley Bridge. 
Frederick Massey, Montreal. 
Edward P. Lowden, Pawtucket. 
Sir Charles Dal.rymple, Newhailes. 

South Australia, April 17, 1895, Earl of Kintore, Adelaide. 
Soutb Carolina, Dec. 10, 1896, Claude E. Sawyer, Aiken . 
South Dakota, June 9, 1896, 
Tasmania, Jan. 30, 1896, 
Tennessee, Jan. 29, 1896, 
Texas, Dec. 3, 1895, 
Utah, Jan. 21, 1896, 
Vermont, June 13, 1895, 
Victoria, May 4, 1896, 
Virginia, Dec. 3, IB95, 
Washington, June 11, 1895, 
West Virginia, Nov. 12, 1895, 
Wisconsin, June 12, 1895, 
Wyoming, Sept. 10, 1895, 

James Lewis, Canton. 
Charles E. Davies, Hobart. 
Philip N. Matlock, Kenton. 
Benjamin R. Abernethy, Gonzales. 
William T. Dally, Salt Lake City. 
Kittredge Haskins, Brattleboro. 
Lord Brassey, Melbourne. 
John P. :Fitzgerald, Farmville. 
Wm. W. Witherspoon, Spokane. 
John M. Collins, Charleston. 
William W. Perry, Madison. 
F enimore Chatterton, Rawlins . 

• 
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GRAND SBCIU;TARIBS. 

Chauncey N. Noteware, Carson. 
Freeman W. Wisdom, St. John. 
George P. Cleaves, Concord. 
Thomas H. R. nedway, Trenton. 
Alpheus A. Keen, Albuquerque. 
Arthur H. Bray, Sidney, 
Edward M. L. Ehlers, New York. 
Rev. William Ronaldson, Dunedin. 
John C. Drewry, Raleigh. 
Frank J. Thompson, Fargo. 
Hon. William Ross, Halifax. 
J. H. Bromwell, Cincinnati. 
James S. Hunt, Stillwater. 
James F. Robinson, Eugene. 
William A. Sinn, Philadelphia. 
Jose B. Ugarte, Lima. 
Neil McKelvie, Summerside. 
John H. Isaacson, Montreal. 
Edwin Bakel', Providence. 
D. Murray Lyon, Edinburgh. 
J. H. Cunningham, Adelaide. 
Charles Inglesby, Charleston. 
George A. Pettigrew, Flandreau. 
John Hamilton, Hobart. 
John B. Garrett, Nashville. 
John Watson, Houston. 
Christopher Diehl, Salt Lake City. 
Warren G. Reynolds, Burlington. 
John Braim, Melbourne. 
George W. Carrington, Richmond. 
Thomas M. Reed, Olympia. 
George W. Atkinson, Wheeling. 
John W. Laflin, Milwaukee. 
William L. Kuykendall, Saratoga. 

CHAIRMAN COM. CORRESPONDENCE. 

Frank Bell, neno. 
John V. Ellis, St. John. 
Albert S. Wait, Newport. 
GeOl·geB. Edwards, Jersey City. 
Max Frost, Santa Fe. 
Donelly Fisher, Sydney. 
Jesse B. Anthony, Troy. 
None. 
John A. Collins, Enfield. 
Frank J. Thompson, Fargo. 
Thomas B. Flint, Yarmouth. 
William M. Cunningham, Newark. 
James S. Hunt, Stillwater. 
nobert Clow, Junction City. 
Michael Arnold, Philadelphia. 
J. Arturo Ego Aguirre, Lima. 
Donald Darrach, Kensington. 
E. T. D. Chambers, Quebec. 
Henry W. Rugg, Providence. 
None. 
None. 
Charles Inglesby, Charleston. 
William Blatt, Yanktown. 
None. 
George H. Morgan, Cookeville. 
Thomas M. Matthews, Athens. 
Christopher Diehl, Salt Lake City. 
Marsh O. Perkins, Windsor. 
David Meadowcraft, Melbourne. 
William F. Drinkard, Richmond. 
Thomas M. Reed, Olympia. 
George W. Atkinson, Wheeling. 
Gabriel Bouck, Oshkosh. 
William L. Kuykendall, Saratoga. 

" 
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REPRESENTATIVES 

of the Grand Lodge of Maine near other Grand Lodges. 

Alabama-B. DUDL.~J Y WILLIAMS, Oxford. 
Arizona-MAR'I'IN WILLIAM KALES, Phoonix. 
Arkansas-OLIVER C. GRAY, Fayetteville, Washington County. 
BrUish .columbia-MAHcus W:or,F, Nanaimo. 
California-NATHAN W. SPAUr,DING, Oakland. 
Canada-JoHN W. MunToN, Hamilton, Ollt. 
Colorado-EDWAHD C. PAUMELEE, D enver. 
Cuba-AuRE LIO MIRANDA, Havana. 
Connecticut-ALBERT H. CARGH-L, Fairhaven. 
Delaware-JAcoB H. EMEHSON, Middletown. 
Distl'ict of Columbia--GEORGE WALLACE, Washington. 
Florida-WILLIAM Fox, Ocala. 
Georgia-WILLIAM K. MnLER, Augusta. 
Idaho- GEORGI, W. RICIIAIWS, Hailey City. 
Illinois-CHAHLE8 H. BUENAN, Chicago. 
Indiana- WALTER VAIL, Michigan City. 
Indian Territory-WAL'rElt N. EVANS, Tahlequah. 
HansCLs-DA VI D B. :Fu LLEIt, Eureka. 
LouisianCL- SAMuEr, M. TODD, New Orleans. 
Manitoba- SAMuEL H. MARLATT, Portage la Prairie. 
Ma"'yICLnd-1'1l0)IAS H. HOOVEH, Union Bridge. 
Michigan-,y ILLrAM WENTE, Manistee. 
M'innesota-L. Z. ROGERS, Waterville. 
Mississippi-JoliN F. MCCOUMICK, Biloxi. 
Missouri- XENol'HON RYLAND, L exington . 
MontCLna-CoHNELIUS HEDGES, Helena City. 
NebraskCL-T lloMAs K. SUDBOROUGH. Omaha. 
Nevada- SAMuEL S. SEAns, Elko. . 
New Brunswick-JoHN STAHR DEWOLI" CH IPMAN, St. Stephen. 
New llwnpshire-EIlWAIW GUSTINE, Keene. 
New Jel'sey-JAMEs S. AITKIN, Trenton. 
New Mexico-ALNIEUS A. KEENE, Albuquerque. 
N ew York- ELoN G. BROWN, Utica. 
New ZealCLnd-Jo HN J01' CE, Lyttleton. 
North CarolinCL-DAvlD BELL, Enfield. 
N01'th DCLkotCL-FIUNKLIN ESTABROOK, Inkster. 
Nova SeoUCL-JOHN 'V. ROHLAND, Halifax. 
OhiO-CHARLES C, KIEFEn, Urbana. 
Oregon-JoHN MCCRACKEN, Portland. 
Pel'u-FRANCISCO L. CROSBY, Lima. 
Prince Edward Island-GEOnGE W. W AI{EFORD, Charlottetown. 
Quebec-JoHN HELDER ISAA CSON, Montreal. 
Rhode IsICLnd- EDwARD L. FHEEMAN, Central Falls. 
South AustrCLlia-EBENEzEIt COOKE, Adelaide. 
South CCLrolina-Cr,AUDg Eo SAWYER, Aiken. 
i:)outh Dakota-SAMOEL H. JUMPER, Aberdeen. 
TaslI!ania- W. STROUD, (Dep. G. Sec.) Hobart. 
Texas-T. 'V. HUDSON, Sherman. 
UtCLh-WILLIAM THOMAS DALBY, Salt J,ake City. 
Yermont-Ar,ulto :F. NICHor,s, St. Johnsbury. 
Y 'ictoriCL·-BEN.JAMIN DOUGHTY SMI'rH, Melbourne. 
West Virginia-II UGH STERr,ING, Wheeling. 
}Viscons'in-MELVJN S. YOUNGS, Milwaukee. 
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R E PRESENTATIVE.S 

of other Grand Lodges near the Grand Lodge of llaine. 

Alauwna-J us lAIl II. DRUMMONU, Portland. 
Arizuna-AuGUSTUS BA ILI, Y, Gardiner. 
A 'l'kansas- JoIIN W. BALLOU, Bath. 
B1'it'isl! CoI7Unb'ia-T:IADDEUS R SIMONTON, Camden . 
California-HENltY R . TAYLOR, Machias. 
Canada-SU~D1Jm J . C II ADBOURNE, Augusta. 
Colo1'Ctclo-FnANK E . SLEEI'E lt, Sabattus. 
Cuba-Eo !low All D VOSE, Calais. 
Connecticut - A usn N D. KNIG HT, H a llowel l. 
Delaware- A IIG USTUS B. FA llN II AM, Bangor, 
))iSt1'ict of Columbia-STE PI lJ;N BERln", Portland. 
FI01'ida-Jos IAII 11 . DnuMMoND, Por tland. 
Georyia-" " " 
Idulw- ALBHO E. C HASE, Portland. 
Illinois- JOSEPH A . LOCK~~, Portla nd . 
Indiana- EDw IN F. DIL r.ING HAM, Bangor. 
Indian Territory-JosEI' ll M. HA YI>S, Batb. 
I{ansrts-AHCHI E LEE TALBOT, L ewiston. 
LU1I'!siuna-.Jos L\JI II. DHU MMONU, Por tland. 
M(mitobu- A. M. WETIII>RBEE, Warren . 
,lIan/1ltncl- SAM lim , L. MI LLER, "Yaldoboro. 
J'llich'irlan-:FI,sSEN IlEN I. Dol Y, Lewiston. 
Minnesota- Jo li N B. RE IHIAN, Ellsworth . 
Jlississippi-CII AIlLES I. COLLAMORE, Ban~or. 
"lfis80U'l'i- DANIE L P. BOt' N'I'ON, Monmouth. 
j)fontana-A I~L I NG 'I 'ON B. MA nSTON, Bangor. 
Neuraska-,-BlJwARIJ I'. BURN II AM, Saco. 
Nevaua-LEAN IJElt M. KIlNN ISTON, Camden. 
New Brunswick-DEN ISON E. SEUIOUH, Cala is. 
New lIrtlnpshi1'e- llowARD D. SM ITH, Norway. 
New J ersey-.JoSJA H H. DRu M.\I oND, Portland. 
New Mexico-MAN I.,Y G. TRA SK, Bangor. 
New Yurk--MA lt<IUIS F. K ING, Portland. 
New Zenlrtnd- H>:IlBIlRl' HARR IS, Bast Mach ias. 
N01'th Cal'olinn- WJLLIAM H.. G. ESTES, SkOWh egan, 
N01'th Dakota-ALGf~ RNON M. ROAK, Auburn. 
Nova ScotiCt-JOS IAII fl . D IWMMOND, Portland. 
Ohio-WILLIAM J. BUHN Jl AM, L e wiston. 
01'egon-MAHQuls F. K ING, Portland . 
P eI'U- AHCHIE LIlIl TALBOT, Lewiston. 
Prince Edwanl Jsland-JAMIlS ADAMS, Bangor. 
Quebec-JosIAH H. DR IDIMONIJ, Portland. 
Hlwde Islancl- HollA c E II. BURBAN K, Saco. 
South Atlst1'ulia- BENJAM IN AMIlS, T horndi ke. 
South Carolina-SAMuEr" G. DAVIS, Denmar k. 
South Dakotu- FRANCIS T . FA ULKNER, Turner. 
Taslll cmia-W ILFollD J. F ISII EH, Eastport. 
TexctS-Jos IAII H. DRU~I MOND, Portland. 
Utah-HIRAM C llASI~ , B elfast. 
Verrnont-GEOHGE R S IU w, Portland. 
Vict01'ict-GoODw IN R. WILilY, Bethel. 
}Vest Vil'g'inia-NAT Jl AN W OODBURY, Lew iston. 
Wisconsin-ED~lUND B . MALLET, Freeport. 
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PERMANENT. MEMBERS . DECEASED. 

W ILLIAM K ING, P.G. M. 

SI MON GREENLEAF, 

WILLIAM SWAN, 

CHA RLES FOX, 

SAMUEL FESSENDEN, 

ROBERT P . DUNLAP, 

NATHAN I EL COFF IN, 

REUEL WAS HBURN, 

ABNER B. THOMPSON, 

HEZEK IAH WILLIAMS, 

THOMAS W. SM ITH, 

JOHN T. PAINE, 

ALEX'R H . PUTNEY, 

JOSEP H C. STEVENS, 

JOHN C. HUMPHREVS, 

FREEMAN BRADFORD, , 
T IMOTHY C HASE, 

JOHN M ILLER, 

JAB EZ TRUE, 

TIMOTHY J . MURRAY, 

JOHN H. LVNDE, 

DAVID CARGI LL, 

ALBERT MOORE, 

PELEG SPRAGUE, P. D. G. M. 

AMOS NOURSE, 

DAVID C. MAGOUN, 

ASAPH R . . N IC HOLS, 

JAMES L. CHILD, 

R. W. ELISHA HARD ING, P. D. G. M. 

SAM'L L. VALENTINE, 

J OH N J . BELL, 

GEORGE THACHER, P. S. G. W. 

JOHN L. MEGQU IER, 

JOEL MILLER, 

EZRA B. FRENCH, 

WILLIAM ALLEN, 

ISAAC DOWN ING, 

EDMUND B. HI NKLEV, 

F. LOR I NG TALBOT, 

WILLIAM O. POOR, 

WILLIAM H. SM ITH , 

J . W. MITCHELL, P.J.G. W. 

REUBEN NASON, 

FRVE HALL, 

STEPHEN WEBBER, 

WILLIAM SOMERBV, 

THOMAS B. JOHNSTON, " 

WILLIAM KIMBALL, 

J OHN WILLIAM S, 

STEP HEN B. DOCKHAM, " 

OL IVER GERRISH, 

J OSEP H COVELL, 

FRANC IS j. DAY, 

THOMAS K. OSGOOD, 

H ENRY H. DICKEY, 

CHARLES W. HANEY, 



1J nscribeb 

ji.1IJ). lflavid :¢argill, 

GRAND MASUR 1872, 1873 AND 1874. 

---.. ---

tlorn in Jeffuson, ~eptember 1&, 1&1&. 

Died at Livermore fatts, June 13, 1&95, 
AGED 76 VEARS, 8 MONTHS, 26 DAY S. 

---... ---

" There comes a time-it comes to a11-
\Vhen we shall hear the Warden's call ; 
And each with Ashlar rough or true, 
:Must pass D eath's solemn portal through." 



1Jnscrfbe~ 

~.1· Jluoru ~. ~ohill 1l 0n, 
DISTRICT DfPUTY GRANO MASHR Of THf THIRD 

MASONIC DISTRICT, 1894. 

--.. --

l)orn in Augusta, l'\arcl) 3, 1&59. 

Died in east l'\ acl)ias, Novembe:r 4, 1&95, 
AGED 36 YEARS, B MONTHS, , DA Y, 

--.. --

" The Book of Life the shilling record tells." 
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chartered at communication ]80G, ......... . ...... . . . . . . . ....... 1 

represented at communication 1896, . . . . . .. .. .. . . ........ . . . . . ]76 

by proxy exclus ively, .. . ...... . ...... .. .. . . . . .. .. . 60 

Number of representati ves, .. . .. .. . . .. .... .. ... ... .... ......... .. .. 242 

Lodges to mak e returns .. . . . ........... . .. . . .... . . . .. .. ... . . . . 192 

Making returns in time, ...... . .. . . . . , ... .. . ........ .. .. .. 192 

Initiated, .... . . .. .... .. .... .. .. .... 831 

Raised, ..... . . ..... . . .. ...... 837 

Affiliaterl, . . . . ....... . .. . .. . ... . 137 
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Lost membership by non-payment of dues, .. .... .. . . . ... ... . 305 
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" Disbursements, . . . . . . .. . .... . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . .. .. 5,674.92 

Am ount of Charity Fund, .... . . . . . .. . .. . .. .. .. .... .... . . . . . . 27,234.21 
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Grand Lodge of Maine. 
--">- 1 88 7 ~ 

Seventy=eighth Annual Communication. 

MASONIC HALL, PORTLAND, } 

Tuesday, May 4, 18Q7. 

The Mo~t Worshipful Grand Lodge of Ancient 
Free and Accepted Masons of the State of Maine, 
met in Ann ual Communication in Corinthian H all , 
at nine in the morning. 

GRAND OFFICERS PRESENT. 

M.W. AUGUSTUS B. FARNHAM, 

R W. JOSEPH A. LOCKE, 
ALBERT M. PENLEY, . 
BENJAMIN L. HADLEY, 
MARQUIS F. KING, 
STEPHEN BERRY, 
CHARLES D. SMITH, 

W. MARTYN SUMMERBELL, 
ELMER F. PEMBER, 
JOHN GIBSON, 
HUGH It. CHAPLIN, 
HORACE MITCHELL, 
JAMES E. PARSONS, 
JACOB R. STEW ART, 
EDWARD F. DAVIES, 
ENOCH O. GREENLEAF, 
WM. N. HOWE, 
CHARLES W. CROSBY, 
WILLIAM O. :FOX, 

~l. W. FRANK E . SLEEPEH, 
w. WALTER S. SMITH, 

W Al{REN O. CARNEY, 
13 G. L. 

Grand Master; 
Deputy Grand Master; 
Senior Grand Warden; 
Junior Grand Warden; 
Grand Treasurer; 
Grand Secretary; 
Cor. Grand Secretary; 
Grand Chaplain; 

Marshal ; 
Senior Deacon; 
Junior Deacoll; 
Steward; 

Sword Bearer; 
Stand. Bearer; 
Pursuivant; 
Lecturer; 
Organist; 
Tyler. 



180 Proceed£ngs 0./ the [May, 

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form, with 

prayer by Grand Chaplain, REV. ELMER F. PEMBER. 

The Grand Master ordered that all Master Masons, 

in good standing, be admitted as visitors during this 
Communication. 

On motion of R. W. Bro. JOSEPH A. L OCKE, 

Voted, To dispense with the reading of the rEcords ()f the 
last annual cominunication, and that as p rinted they be CO ll

firl1led. 

Voted, That the Grand Tyler be authori zed to ~ll1pl oy ass ist
ants, not exceerling three, to aid him in the work of his office 
during the session of the Grand Lodge, and that the Committee 
on J-'ay Roll be allthori zed to place the Hames of such employees 
upon the pay roll, and that they rece ive the usual per diem, for 
th eir services. 

Voted, 'l'hat an Assistant Grand Secretary be appointed for 
the communication. 

The Grand Master appointed Bro. ARTHUR H. 
BERRY as such assistant. 

TRANSPOl{TATION. 

Bro. STEPHEN BERRY submitted the following re

port, which was accepted: 
MASONI C HAI,L, PORTLAND, 1 

Tuesday, May 4, 18!J7. f 
To the M. W. G-I'anil L oilge of Mctine. 

Your Committee on Transportation made favorable terms with the ~eventl 
railroad and steamboat lines. and all delegates were duly notified ill the an
nual notices. 

:Fratel'llally submitted, 

S TEPHEN BERRY } 
w. FREEMAN LO'RD, Committee. 
DA YIn W. CAMPBELL, 



Grand Lodge of Maine. 

CREDENl'I ALS . 

Bro. WILLIAM N. HOWE presented th e report of 
the Committee on Credentials, as follows: 

IN GRANIJ J,OOGI<: OF MAINE, ( 
MASONIC H AL L, PORTLANV, May 4, I SD7. I 

Your Comm ittee on Credelltials have attended to the duty assigned them, 
and ask leave to report. that they find the lodges in this jurisdiction repre
sented as follows: 

Portland, by Convers E. Leach, M; Charles Fred Berry, SW; George 
·W. Sturgis, JW; Charles E. Davis, Proxy. 

2 lVnrren, by Francis L. Talbot, M. 
3 Lincoln, by James M. Knight, Proxy. 
4 IIancock, by Edward F. Davies, Proxy. 
5 K ennebec, by Lorellzo D. Merchant, SW; James J. Jones, Proxy. 
6 Amity, by Henry L. Maker, M. 
7 Eastern, by Wheeler C. Hawkes, M. 
8 United, by J ohn Furbish, Proxy. 
9 Saea, by Fred B. Wiggin, M; William J. Maybury, Proxy. 

10 Rising Virtue, by Warren H. Knowles, M. 

11 Pythngul'enn, by Tobias L. Eastman, Proxy. 
12 Cuntberlnnd, by Henry W. Loring, SW; True M. Merrill, Proxy. 
13 Oriental, by Norman H. Libby, M; J ohn I •. Meserve, JW; D. Eugene 

Chaplin, Proxy. 
14 Solw', by John Scott, Proxy. 
15 Orient, by William H. Stackpole, SW; Edward G. Weston, Proxy. 
16 St. George, by G. Dudley Gould, Proxy. 
17 Ancient Lnndl1wrk, by Charles P. Costello, M; George H. Owen, SW; 

Winslow E. Howell, JW; Franklin R. Hedlon, Proxy. 
18 Oxford, by Charles F. Hedlon, M; Merton L. Kimball, JW. 
19 Felicity, by James M. Nevens, Proxy. 
20 Mnine, by Enoch O. Greenleaf, Proxy. 
21 Uriental Stnr, by Chester H. Thurston, M; George O. Eustis, Proxy. 
22 York, by William I-I. Littlefield, JW; Edwin Parsons, Proxy. 
23 Freeport, by Freeman M. Grant, M. 
24 Phcen'ix, by William C. Libby, M. 
25 Temple, by Elliott Wood, Proxy. 
26 Vi/lnge, by Hobert W. Carr, Proxy. 
27 Adonimm, by Frank M. Bradbury, Proxy. 
28 Northern Stnr, by Walter W. Poor, JW. 
29 Tmnqu-il, by James P. Hlltcbinson, M; Albert E. Verl'lll, SW; Murray 

B. Watson, Proxy. 



Proceedings 0/ the [May, 

80 Bl((zing Star, by Edwin 1'. Smith, M; Cyrus 1'. EaLolI, SW; George D. 
Bisbee, Proxy. 

:3 1 Union, by Fren. M. Lucas, M. 

:32 [Jermon, by Thomas A. Jewett, SW; Asbury C. Sti Jphen, Proxy. 
8::1 Waterville, by HerLert M. Fuller, 1\1; Harry E. Shempp, Proxy. 

34 Somerset, by Frank W. Allen, M. 

35 Bethlehem, by 1!'rederick W. Plaisted, Proxy. 
:36 ---Casco, not represented. 

37 Wash'ington, by Robert G. McBride, M. 
:)8 TIurmony, by Henry R. Millett, Proxy. 

:31l Penobscot, by William C. Elder, M; Oweh W. Bridges, Proxy. 

40 Lygonia, by William Goggins, M. 

41 Morning Star, by Chapin Lydston, M. 

42 Freedom, by Samuel T. Bradbury, M; John 1'. Fogg, SW. 
43 Alna, by Frallk L. Smithwick, JW; John W. David, Proxy. 

44 ---Piscataqui8, not represented. 

45 Central, by Willis W. Washburn, Proxy. 
46 St. Croix, by Thomas S. Boles, M. 

47 Dunlap, by John B. Lowell, M; Melville Woodman, Proxy. 

48 Lajc(yette, by :Frank A. Dow, M. 

41l Merid'ian Spiendor, by Watson B. Marsh, M. 

50 Aurora, by L. I-I. Snow, M; Asa 1'. St. Clair, SW; Frank A. l'eLerson, 
Proxy. 

[,1 !:3t. John's, by Charles M. Sleeper, M; John M. Burleigh, Proxy. 

52 Mosaic, by :Frank H. Glover, M. 
58 Rural, by Sewall A. Clark, M. 

54 Vassalboro, by Allie S. Priest, M. 

55 Fraternal, by Otis H. Whicher, M. 

56 Mount Moriah, by Isaac H. Berry, Proxy. 

57 King Hircun, by George D. Kidder, M. 

58 Unity, by Albert W. Ward, Proxy. 
51l Mount Hope,-Charter surrendered, 1879. 

GO Stw· in the East, by Fred C. Barton, M. 
61 King Solomon's, by George H. Douglas, M; vYebstpr llazlewood, 

Proxy. 

02 King David's, by Leslie D. Ames, M. 

03 Richmond, by George n. Jenkins, Proxy. 

64 Pacific, by Alfred Hicks, M. 
(s5 }Y[ysUc, by Snmner D. Greely, JW. 

66 Mechanic's, by Alonzo H. Harriman, M. 

(j7 Blue ,"\f[ountain, by Arthur W. McLeary, i'l'1; :Fremont E. Timberlake, 

Proxy. 



Grand Lodge 0/ Maine. 

68 Mnr'iners', by James E. Wentworth, Proxy. 
69 Howal·d., by John II. Baker, Proxy. 
70 ---Standish, not represented. 
71 Rising Sun, by Asher B. Hutchin~, S W. 
72 Pioneer, by Silas S. Gilmftn, Proxy. 
73 Tyrian, by Fred E. Dwillftl, M. 
74 ---Bristol, not represented. 
75 Plymouth, by Llewellyn P. Toothaker, M. 
if) Arundel, by Williftm F. Walker, Proxy. 
77 Tremont, by Levi Lurvey, Proxy. 
78 Crescent, by George W. Alhtn, Proxy. 
79 Rockland, by Jacob R Stewart, Proxy. 
80 K eystone, by Cornelius A. Merrill, M; Wright S. Cram, SW; Malon 

Patterson, Proxy. 
81 Atlantic, by Fred I-I. York, M; James E. Leighton, SW; Fred H. Cobb, 

JW; Edwin G. Jackson, Proxy. 
82 St. Paul's, by Perez B. Cooper, Proxy. 
8:3 St. Amll'ew's: by Fred W. Adams, M. 
84 Eurekct, by Nathan Bachelder, Proxy. 
85 Star in the West, by Albert Bacon, M. 
8ri Temple, by Frank O. Mariner, M; George If. Knowlton , .TW ; Oliver 

A. Cobb, Proxy. 
87 Benevolent, by George D. Pinkham, M. 
88 Narraguagus, by David W. Campbell, M. 
80 Island, by Ernest L. Sprague, SW. 
90 IJiram Abijj',-Charter revoked, 18G8. 

91 Harwood, by Stephen Hadley, M. 
02 Siloctm, by George G. Weeks, M; William F. Nlltt, S W. 
93 Horeb, by Charles F. Plumly, Proxy. 
94 Pa'ris, by A. C. Thomas King, Proxy. 
9:) Corinthian, by Calvin Blake, Proxy. 
96 .j\{onument, by J. ]!'rank Bryson, P1'Oxy. 

97 Bethel, by Eben S. Kilborn, M. 
98 Katahdin, by John Jackman, SW. 
90 Vernon Valley, by Willie A. French, M. 

100 Je.fJerson, by James L. Bowker, SW. 
101 Nezinscot, by Frank S. French, SW; Hany W. Burdin, JW. 
102 :Marsh River, by Willard S. Jones, M. 
10!) Dresden, by Jol1n H. Mayers, Proxy. 
104 Dirigo, by J ohn W. Boynton, JW. 
105 Ashlar, by Edward Stetson, SW. 
lOG ---Tv,scan, not represented. 



Proceedings of the 

107 ---Day Spring, not represented. 
101) Belif,-Charter recalled, 1894. 

109 Mount Kineo, by Albion ,V. Ellis, M. 
110 Monmouth, by John M. Prescott, SW. 

[May, 

111 Liberty, by John C. Sherman, M; Orin W. Ripley, S W; Levi L. Pres-
.. cott, Proxy. 
112 Eastern Fl'ontier, by George S. Stevens, M; John M. Thnrlough, JW. 
11 3 lIfessalonslcee, by Frank E. Burrill, SW; James H. Witherell, Proxy. 
114 Polar Star, by Frank D. Monroe, M; J ohn W. Ballou, Proxy. 
115 Buxton, by John Berryman, Proxy. 
116 ---Lebanon, not represented. 
117 Greenleaf, by 'vYilliam R. Copp, M; Ezra B. Pike, Proxy. 
118 ---Drummond, not represented. 
119 Pownal, by Horace M. Griffin, M. 
120 Meduncoolc,-Charter 8urrendered, 1884. 

]21 AcaC'ia, by Josiah L. Wright, M. 
]22 Marine, by John J. Spofford, M. 
123 FranHin, by Samuel W. Bailey, JW. 
]24 ---Ol·ive Branch, not represented. 
125 Merid'ian, by Nelson C. Smith, Proxy. 
126 Timothy Chase, by S. Augustine Parker, Proxy. 
127 Pl'esumpscot, by Frank H. Jbskell , JW ; Harrison It Waterhouse, 

Proxy. 
]28 Eggemog{Jin, by Amos H. Small, J\\!. 
]29 Quantabacook, by Adelbert Millett, SW. 
130 Trinity, by Fred H. Blake, M. 
131 Lookout, by Hermetre U. Davis, M. 
1:32 Mount Tire'lI1., by William Douglas, M; Andrew L. Hapgood, Proxy. 
1 3:~ Asylum, by Wm. H. Brownson, Proxy. 
134 Trojan,-consolidater.l with Star in the We8t Lodge, No. 85, in 1888. 

135 R-ivel'side, by Charles W. Besse, M; James L. Bums, Proxy. 
136 l onie,-charter surrendered in 188,''1. 

137 ---Kenduskeag, not represented. 
138 Lewy's I sland, by John Roix, Proxy. 
139 Al'c/lOn, by C. Hale Thurlough, M. 
140 Mount Desert, by Melville L. Allen, M; E. Webster :French, Proxy. 
141 Augusta, by George K. Black, M. 
]42 Ocean, by Lyman F. Getchell, M. 
143 Preble, by William T. Beck, M. 
144 ---Seaside, not represented. 
145 Moses W ebster, by Joseph H. Sanborn, M; Winfield S. Carver, Proxy. 
140 Seba8tieook, by John H. McGorrill, M; Geo. H. Piper, SW; Frank L. 

Besse, JW. 
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GU.A.ND LODGES. 

Texas, . .. . ... . 
Utah, .. . ........... . . . 
Vermont, .. . ... ..... . 
Virginia, ........... . 
Wa shington, .. ... . 
West Virginia, .. .... . . 
Wisconsin ... .... . 
Wyoming, ..... , 

30,567 1,491 \ 1,751 ),539/ ti51 ;{tl 706/ 499 
763 49 36 18 1 0 22 9 

9694 430 140 105 0.. . . *97 137 
12,652 ..... t93 426, 19 ]3 318 222 
4,9\Jl 230 231 183 61 5 22:3 64 
5,8()7 4[)9 136 158 :3 2 ]23 74 

16,408 9.16 592 506 1 51 334 256 

I 
1,02:3 / 64 ;;4 / 2:.l ;~ I 2 9 15 

tl04,706 4:3,721122 .. 574 17,!J16 478 38:318,700 12062 TotRI, ..... . . . 

* lncluding suspensions for un masonic conduct. 

t fncluding expu lsions. 

:t.Restorat~on s only. 

PR.OCEEDINGS R.EVIEWED. 

The following Table gives the Proceedings reviewed, the date and length 
of the annual communication, and the page of these Proceedings upon which 

the review of each commences. 

Grand Lodge. Date and Length of Annual Communication . Page. 

Alabama, December 1 and 2, ]896, 276 
Arizona, November 10 to 12, 1896. 278 
Arkansas, November 17 and 18, 1896. 279 
British Columbia, June 18 and 19, 1896. 284 

California, October 13 and 17, 1896. 286 
Canada, Jnly 15 and 16, 1896, 293 
Colorado, September 15 and 16, 1896. 296 
Connecticnt, January 20 and 21, 1897. :301 
Delaware, October 7 and 8, 1896. 304 

District of Columbia, November 1l, 1896. 308 

Florida, January 19 to 21, 1897. 312 

Georgia, October 27 and 28, 1896. 314 

Idaho, September 8 to 10, 1896. 317 

Illinois, October 6 to 8, 1896. 322 

Indiana, May 26 and 27, 1896. 330 

Indian T erritory, August 11 and 12, 1896. 334 

Iowa, June 2 to 4, 1896. 339 

Kansas, February 17 and 18, 1897. 346 

Kentucky, October 20 to 22, 1896. 353 

Louisiana, February 8 to 10, 1897. 359 

Manitoba, August 15 and 16, 1896. 363 

Maryland, November 17, 1896. 366 

Massach usetts, December 27, 1896, 499 

\ 



186 Proceedings 0/ the 

187 Im Berry, by Ithalller E. Stauley, Proxy. 

188 ---Jonesport, not represented. 

189 Knox, by George C. Horn. M. 
190 Springvale, by Harmon G. Allen, M. 

191 Davis, by Chas. B. Richardson, SW. 
192 Winter JIaI'bor, by James W. Wescott, Proxy. 

193 Washburn, by Herbert S. Sleeper, Proxy. 

194 Eucl'w, by Alfred E. Moore, M. 

195 Reliance, by Geo W. Hedman, Proxy. 

196 Bay View, by Frank Seavey, JW. 

197 Aroostook, by John M. Hamsey, Proxy. 

198 St. Aspinquid, by Hev. Thomas G. Moses, Proxy. 

199 'Bingham, by William H. Collins, Proxy. 

200 Columbia, by Hiram Hunt, M. 

[May, 

Number of chartered lodges, 192 ; represented, 176; delegates, 2~ I ; repre
sented by proxy only, 49. 

Your committee further find that the following Permanent Melllbers of 
the Grand Lodge an>'present: 

M. W·. HIlUM CIIASg, 

JOS IAII H. DIl UM MOND, 

RO'VARlJ P. BURNIIAM, 

CHARLES I. COLLA~roIW, 
MARQ li l S F. KING , 

WILr.:IA~1 H.. G. ESTES, 

FESSENDEN I. DAY, 

FIlANK E. SLEEPER, 

A LUR O E. CIIASE, 

BENny n. 'fAYLOn, 

HORA CE H. BURBANK, 

n.. W. SUMNER J. CHADBOURNE, 

" JOHN B. RED~IAN, 

JOSEPH M. HAYES, 

LEANDER M. KENNISTON, 

DANa:L P. BOYNTON , 

JOSEPH A. LOCKE, 

WIN}' IELD S . CHOA'm, 

JOHN W. BALLO U, 

A. M. \V E'I'IIERBEE, 

EI)WIN HOWAnD VOSE , 

:An c lIIg L. TALBOT, 

P. G. M . 

1'. S. G. W. 

" 

1'. J. G. W . 
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Michigan, 
Minnesota, 
Mississippi, 
Missouri, 
Montana, 
Nebraska, 
Nevada, 
New Brunswick, 
New Hampshire, 
New Jersey, 
New Mexico, 
New York, 
North Carolina, 
North Dakota, 
Nova Scotia, 
Ohio, 
Oklahoma, 
Oregon, 
Pennsylvania, 
Prince Edward Island, 
Quebec, 
Rhode Island, 
South Carolina, 
South Dakota, 
Tennessee, 
Texas, 
Utah, 
Vermont, 
Virginia, 
Washington, 
West Virginia, 
Wisconsin, 
Wyoming, 
England, 
Irelanrl, 
Mexico, 
New South Wales, 
New Zealand, 

Scotland, 
South Australia, 
Victoria, 

January 26 and 27, 1897. 
January 13 and 14, 1897. 
February 11 and 12, 1897. 
October 20 and 21, 1896. 
September 16 and 17, 1896. 
June 10 and 11, 1896. 
June 9 and 10, 1896. 
August 25 and 26, 1896. 
May 20, 1896. 
January 27 and 28, 1897. 
October 5 and 6, 1896. 
June 2 to 4, 1896. 
January 12 to 14, 1897. 
June 9, 1896. 
June 10, 1896. 
October 21 and 22, 1896. 
February 11 and 12, 1896. 
June 10 to 13, 1896. 
December 28, 1896. 
June 24, 1896. 
January 27 and 28, 1897. 
May 18, 1896. 
December 8 and 9, 1896 
June 9 and 10, 1896. 
January 27 to 29, ]897. 
December 1 to 3, ]896. 
January 19 to 21, 1897. 
June 10 and 11, 1896. 
December 1 to 3, 1896. 
June 9 and 10, 1896. 
November 10 and 11, 1896. 
June 9 to 11, 1896. 
September 8, 1896. 

371 
377 

506 
382 
386 
392 
397 
513 
400 
404 
407 
410 
416 
418 
421 
423 
428 
431 
434 
439 
442 
446 
447 
451 
456 
461 
468 
472 
474 
482 
490 
492 
496 
514 
519 
519 
520 
522 
525 
527 
528 
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W. 

M.W. 

W. 

" 

H UG H R. CHAl'LIN, 

HORACE MITCHELL, 

JAMES E. PARSONS, 

JA COB R. STEWART, 

EDWARD F. DAVIES, 

ENOCH O. GREENLEAF, 

W~f. N. HOWE, 

CIIAS. '"V. CIlOSHY, 

WM. O. Fox, 

FRANK E. SLEEPER, 

W ALTEIl S. S~ll'I'lI, 

WARREN O. CARNEY, 

Grand Marshal. 

Senior Deacon. 

Junior Deacon. 

Steward. 

Sword Bearer. 

Standard Bearer. 

Purs uivant. 

L ec ture r. 

Organ ist. 

Tyler. 

Your committee further report that Grand Representatives from other 

Grand Lodges are present, as follows; 

Alabama--JoslAlI H. DRU~DIO>iD. 

Arizona-AuGusTuS BAILEY. 

Arkansas-JoHN W. BALLO U. 

California-H ENI{\' R. '.fA \' LOIL 

Canada-SUM>iER J. C HADBOURNE. 

Colorado-FRANK E. SI~EEPIlR. 

Cuba-E. HOWAHD VOSE. 

Delaware-AuGusTUS B. FARNHAM. 

District of ColuU1bia-

STEPIlEN BERRY. 

Florida_ ToSIAII H. DR UMMOND. 

Georgia-" " 
Idaho--ALBIlO E. C IIA SE . 

Illinois-JOSEPH A. LOCKE. 

Indian Tel'l'itory-

JOSE PH M. II A YE S. 

Kansas-A. LEE TALBOT. 

Louisiana--JOSIAIl H. DRU ~IMOND. 

Manitoba-A. M. ,"VETIIJ, RBEIl. 

Maryland- SAllUl; L L. MIf~LER. 

Michigan-FEssENDEN 1. DA \'. 

Minnesota--JolIN B. REDMAN. 

Mississippi--CIIAS. 1. COLLAMORE. 

Missour·i--DANIEL P. BOYNTON. 

Nebraska- EDwAIlD P. BURNILUI. 

Nevada--LEANDER M. KENNISTON. 

New fIampshire--

HOWARD D. SMITII . 

New J ersey--Jos IAIl II. Dliu ,\DIOND. 

New York--MAIlQ UIS F. KIl'G. 

North Carolina-

WIlA.IA)! R. G. ESTES. 

North Dakota--ALGJo;IlNON M. ROA" . 

Nova Scotia--JoslAII II. IhuMMoKD. 

·Ohio- \VIf.LIAM J. BUIlNIIAM. 

Oregon- MAIlQIJIS F. KING. 

Pern-A. LI·;B 'r,\l~ UO'J' . 

Quebec-JOSIAH H. DIlU'DIOKD. 

Rhode Island- I-Iolu cE II. BURBANK. 

South Australi~BENJAMIN AMES. 

T exas- Jos IAH I-I. Dllu"MoNn. 

Utah-HIRAM C IIASE. 

Wisconsin--EDMuKD B. MALLET. 

"Fraternally submitted, 

WM. N. HOWE, } 
CHARLES Eo SNOW, Committee. 
FRRD W. ADAMS, 
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The report was accepted, with permiss!on to add 
fll ture an;i vals. 

The Grand Maste r then appointed the fonowing 

STA::'IfDTNG COMMITTKES. 

On Doings Qf the Grand Officers. 
FIlANK Ii:. SLEEPER, WIl. r.IAM R. G. E ST ES, HENR'" R. 'fA YLOR . 

On the Pay Roll. 
L EA NDER M. KENNI STON, HIRAM vV. POTTER, FRANK H. DI'; XTER. 

On Unfinished Business. 
JOSEP H M. HAYE S, AR C HIE L. TALIlOT, A. C. T. KING. 

The Grand Master then delivered his 

ANNUAL ADDRESS. 

1J1'et h1'l'n of the G1'and L odge: 

Th e all wise a nd al1 mercifnl Father of our beillg has pro
teeted liS dnring our dail y walk for the pas t year, and pprmitted 
us to again assemble on this our seventy-eighth Annu~L1 (;OlTi

lllunicati.on. Vie have invoked hi s blessing upon our delibera
tions, and I trust we may be enabled to legislate fo[, th e best 
interests of the Fraternity. 

I desire t o extend a cordial greeting to each and eve ry mem

ber of thi s Grand Lodge, not only to the older and honored 
members whose counsel we seek, and whose teachings have 
hel ped to make this Grand Body honored · wherever the Frater

nity is known, but I desire especially to welcome the younger 
members, who for the first time honor us with their presence, 
and to remind them that in a few short years they will be called 

upon to guide t·he destinies of ou r organization. H ere you will 
form fri endships that will be as lasting as life itself. The pre
cepts we stri ve to inculcate, and the lessons taught here and in 
the lodge room, should leave their imprint for good upon our lives 
a nd characte rs. 
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No man who is a consistent lDason can fail to be an uprigltt 
and law·abiding citizen. The laws of Masonry are subordinate 
to the civil law. A belief in God, the Creator and Father, is 
indispensably requisite in a candidate for the honors of Masonry. 
It therefore follows, as a natural seqnence, that all members of 

the Fraternity sltould be good men and true. Bad men are to 
be found in every walk in life, and even onr churches are not 
always without them, bnt it is safe to say if a man is a mason 
there was a time when he stood well in the community in which 

he lived, and had the respect and confidence of his fellow men. 
If he !Jas fallen from grace in any way let it be our pleasure, 
as it is our duty, to strive to place him oncE' more in the path 
of rectitude and banal'. 

I congratulate the mem bel'S of this Grand Lodge that harlllony 
and prosperity attend us, and that most friendly relations exist 
between this Grand Lodge and all sister Grana Lodges. 

It affords me pleasure to say that the angel of death has not 
visited our ranks during the past year, but our sister jurisdic. 
tions have not been so fortunate. The roll of the honored dead 

will be given by our able chairman of the Committee on Foreign 
Correspondence, but I cannot refrain from calling your attention 
to a number who have finished their pilgrimage here below, and 
been called to the higher life . 

.. Dtatb's Stcond namt ... 

Once Death drew near me and a light divine, 
As calm as falls from stars in twilight skies, 
Revealed the beauty of his earnest eyes. 
So near he came, his hand stole into mine, 
Yet feared I not, but ·felt my soul incline 

To leave this toilsome world with all its sighs, 

And enter that eterual paradise 
That shines with God at Heaven's iumost shrine. 
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He breathed hi s loving secret in my ear, 

" Go, tell the grievillg world Death sl1liles, and saith 
H e hath a second na me to soothe all strife; 
Go, say llI all gave him that sad fil'st Imllle, ' Death, ' 
But say 11 is second name is sweet to heal', 
FClr God and all His angels call him' Life.'" 

Penns!Jlvani(£.-Michael Nisbet, Grand Secretary of the Grand 
Lodge of ]'ennsyl vania, died at his home in Philadelphia, sud

denly, on Ma.y 7th, aged 66. H e was Grand Master in 1879 anll 
1880, and proved himself to be a very able and efficient officer. 

Connecticut.-Ed ward B. Rowe died at Boston, J llne 1st, 
aged 61. He was Grand Mastel' of the Grand Lodge of Con
necticut in 187G and 1877. 

Ohio.-Asa H . Battin, Grand Master of Ohio in 1872, 3,4, 
died at Steubenville, June 3d. H e was born in Hano\'er, March 
16,1829. 

ColO1'ado- Webster D. Anthony, Past Grand Mastel' and Past 

Graud COlllmander of Colorado, died at St. Luk e's Hospital, 

Den vel', June 22d, aged 58. H e was a prominen t mason and 
held many positions of honor ana trust in civil life. 

l'ennessee.-Joseph M. Anderson, Past Grand Mastel' of Ten
Il essee ~ n 1866 and 1867, died July 14th. He was gentle and 

sy mpathetic in his lIaturE', but fearless and outspoken in defence 
of t,h(j right. He had been honored by his fellow citIzens with 

mallY positIOns of trust. 

J(ansas.- Oweu· A. Hassett, Past Grand Master of Kan:;as, 

died at Ellsworth, Kansas, July 19, 1896. He served with dis
tinction during the war; was noted as a masonic jlll'ist. The 
Masonic Code of Kansas is the ever enduring monument which 
he has erected to his own memory. 

](entuclcy.-Campbell H . Johnson, Grand Maf!ter of Kentucky 
in 1877 , died at H enderson, K entucky, June 19th. He was a 
Federal officer in the war. He had been Grand High Priest . 

..'vlichig(£n.-l{ufus C. Hatheway died at ,Grand Rapids, Mich-
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igan , December 9th. He was Grand Mastel' of Michigan in 

1887, and had also been Grand Mastel' of the Grand Coltncil. 
ll1ilssackusetts.-Benjamill Dean died at South Boston, Massa

ch usetts, April 9th. He had been an active and promineltt 
ll1em bel' of the cmft. 

ll{anitoba.-John Headley Bell, Past Grand Mastel' of Man
itob:l, died at the city of Winnipeg, March 16, 18D7, He was 
Grand Mastel' in 1880, 1, 2 and 3, and filled the office with 
marked ability. 

Montana.-J oha Stedman, Past Graud Mastel' of :Montana, 
died at Helena, Montana, ~{arch 28, 1897. He was bol'll in 
Hartland, Maine, Februar'y 11,1836, went to Calif o l'Ili a in 1855,_ 
and to Montana in 1867. He had fill ed m~LIly positions of trltst 
and honor. 

UY-LAWS. 

I have approved by-laws from time to time duriltg the past 
year. I do not regard it necessary that they should be s l'ecified, 

as they were all ill accord.tt1ce with the regnlations of the Grand 
Lodge. I would suggest tu the Grand Lodge the propriety of 
adopting a general regulation iu relation to life membership. 

conNEn STONE. 

July 15,1896, the' cornerstone of the Easterll Maine Insane 
Hospital at Bangor, Maine, was laid by the Gl'<1lld Lodge in 
ample for1l1, in tile presence of a large numbel' of people. St. 

John's Commandery, K. '1'., No.3, under the ' command of Em. 
Sir Hugh R. Chaplin, preceded by the Bangor Band, very kindly 
furnished an escort to the Grand Lodge. 
following officers: 

CHARLES 1. COLLAMOltE, 

THOMAS W. BURR, 

DANIEL W. l'fAXFIE[,D, 

l\L-\x J, y G. TRASK, 

A~DH~;W J. DURGIN, 

I was assisted by the 

as D. G. Mastel'; 
as S. G. Warden; 
as J, G. Warden; 

as G. Treasurer; 
as G. Secretary; 
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ETJME1{ F. PEMJ3"R, 
HUGH l'{,. CIIAPL IX, 

GEO. F. CAME1WN, 

CI-/'\IH,ES M. S~lIL" \', 

GEO. O. MITCHELL, 
EDWIN LOl{D, 

G. Chapl<tin ; 
G. Marshal; 

as G. S. Deacon; 

Wi G. J. Deacon; 
as G. S. Steward; 
as G. J. Steward; 

Fl{~~D A. A DAMS, as G. St. Bearer; 

193 

CUAS. H. GLASS, CtS G. Sword Bearer; 
W ARIIEN O. CARNEY, G. Tyler. 

Hon. Albion Little, Chairman of the Board of COlllmissioners, 
del i vered an appropriate address descri pti ve of the institution. 
Eloqueut and able addresses were also delivered by a number 
of distingllished gentlemen. 

CONSTITUTION OJ.' LOUGES. 

On Tuesday, September 15th, Columbia Lodge, No. 200, was 
constituted at Greenville, in conformity to the rites of Free
masonry, by the Grand Lodge. The officers were publicly in

;;talled by Past Grand Master Charles 1. Collamore. Kineo 

Lodge, of Guilford, and Doric Lodge, of Monson were present, 
and each lodge conferred the third degree upon a candidate. 
The fail' wives and daughters of the brethren of Columbia Lodge 

provided a fine repast and graced it with their presence. 
On \Ved nesday, about one hundred and forty-five persons, in

including the Grand Lodge and invited guests, were given a de

lightful sail on the fine steamer Katahdin, up Moosehead I~ake 
to Kineo, allll arouud under the cliff to Pebble Beach. The 

party returned to the" Crow's Nest," where a splendid dinner 
was served to all. 

The brethren have very fine accommodations in a new build
ing erected and owned by members of the Fraternity. The 
ollie-ers and members are mell of standing in the commu nity, 

and I have no doubt that Columbia Lodge will soon be classed 
as among our most prosperous lodges. 

I was assisted by the following officers: 
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CHARL~;S r. COLLAlIlOl{I~, 

DANIEL 'vV. MAXFIELD, 

BENJAMIN L. HADLI~Y, 

JOHN M. OAK, 

ELMER F. PEMBER, 

THOMAS W. BUlm, 

EDWIN M. JOHNSTON, 

RODNEY C. PENNEY, 

THUMAS J. PEAKS, 

A. F. JACKSON, 

'vV A RREN O. CAl{NEY, 

CO~V .KNTIOSS. 

as D. G. Mastel'; 
as S. G. Warden; 

J. G. Warden; 
as G. Secretary; 
as G. Chaplain; 
as G. Marshal; 
as G. S. Deacon; 
as G. J. Deacon; 
as G. S. Slewaru; 
as G. J. Steward; 

G. Tyler. 

Five conventions for instruction in masonic work were called 

as follows, viz: 

At Augusta, Thursday, October 22d. 

At Rockland, Wednesday, October 26th. 
At Portland, W'ednesday, November 11th. 

At Bangor, Wednesday, November 18th. 
At Presque Islo, Friday, November 20th. 

I think it but justice to our Grand Lecturer to say that in my 
opinion he is entitled to the thanks of this Grand Louge, for 
the painstaking and efficient manner in which he has dischargt!d 

the duties of his office. These conventions are, I believe, pro
ducti ve of good results, and as a rule well attended. I regard 
this method of d:sseminatingmasonic instruction as one of the 

best that has so far been devised, and iu a short time the re
sult must be uniformity of work throughout this jurisdiction. 

The District Deputy Graud Masters should attend at least one 

of these conventions, and every Master of a lodge should, if pos· 
sible, attenl with his wardens, and as many of the other mem
bers of his lodgo as possible. 

I append the report of the Graud Lecturer. 
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CENTENNIAL O}' J(ENNEBEC LODGE. 

On St. John's Day, June 24th, Kennebec Lodge, No.5, of 
Hallowell, celebrated its one-hundredth anniversary. The cere
ll10nies consistetl of a parade, banquet, and addresses from 
M. 'vY. Bro. JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND and other distinguished 

members of the fraternity. A most hearty and cordial invi
tation was extended to the officers of the Grand Lodge to attend. 
I regret exceedingly that it was utterly impossible for me to 
accept tIle very kind invitation, and I know the loss was mine. 
TltiR Grand I;odge was most ably represented by R. W. JOSEPH 

A. LOCKE:, Deputy Grand Master. At my request, a detailed 
report of the celebration has been forwarded to H. M. Starbirrl, 

D. D. Grand Master, ana will be published with the proceed-
lngs. 

e llA HGES. 

On March 23c1 I recei vetl papers charging Hugh McVeigh, 
W. M. of Rising Sun Lodge, of Orland, with gross unmasonic 
conduct. On the sall1e day I issued an order suspending him 

from his high office as Master, and placed the lodge in charge of 
the Senior vVarden pending the investigation. Having been in
formed that W. M. Hugh McVeigh had left the state, I forwarded 
an attested copy of the charge and specification to the Secretary 

of said lodge, with instructions to forwad the same to Hugh 
McVeigh if his address was known. The papers are on file, 
subj ect to the action of this Grand Body. 

CONDI'I'JON OF T:~I E CRAFT. 

The reports from the District Deputy Grand Masters indicate 
that harmony prevails throughout our jurisdiction. A great 
degree of interest is shown by the officers of the several lodges, 
and largely as a result of the masonic conventions which have 
been held during the past few years the ritual is more closely 

followed, and the ancient usages and customs of the fraternity 
more fully observed. We now have in the state a membership 
of 22,085, a gain of 132 over last year. 

14 G. L. 
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DlsrENSATJONS. 

May 30, 1896, dispensation was granted to Pellobscot Lodge, 
No. 30, to ap peal' in public on June 21st, for the pUl"pose of 
celebrating St. Johu's Day by attending ch Ul"ch. 

June 6th, to K ennebec Lodge, No.5, to parade in public 011 

June 24th, St. John's Day, for the purpose of celebrating the 
centennial of Kennebec Lodge . 

• Tune 18th, to Bethlehem Lodge, No. 35, to parade in public 
for the purpose of attending the celebration of the centennial 

celebration of K ennebec Lodge, on St. John's Day. 

June 19th, to Hermon Lodge, No. 32, for the same pu rpose. 
June 20th, to Augusta Lodge, No. 141, for the same purpose. 
July 21st, to Tuscan Lodge, No. 106, to receive a nd act on 

application in less than .the usual time. 
October 7th, to Plymouth Lodge, No.7 5, to elect officers on 

Tuesday, October 20th, provided all regulations of th e Grand 
Lodge are complied with. 

October 10th, to Rural Lodge, No. 53, to elect officers on Oc
tober 17th, on same conditions. 

October 22d, to Composite Lodge, No. 168, to install their 
officers at Howland, October 30th. 

November 6th, to Edwin F. Clapham and others to hold a 
lodge of instruction at West Sullivan. 

November 6th, to Dresden Lodge, No. 103, to elect officers on 
November 18th. 

December 26th, to Doric Lodge, No. 149, to ll olcl a meeting 

in the town of Willimantic on the 22d day of January, for the 
purpose of conferring the 'rhird degree. 

January 2, 1897, to Katahdin Lodge, No. 98, to elcct a Master, 
provided notice is given to every nHlm bel' of the lodge. 

January 6th, to St. Croix Lodge, No. 46, to rece ive and act 
upon an application in less than the usual time, after propel' 
notice to each member. 

January 9th, to Drummond Lodge, No. 118, to elect officers 
on Thursday, J annal'Y 14th, provided legal notice is gi ven. 
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January 16th, to Harmony Lodge, No. 38, to appear in public 
011 Wednesday, January 20th, for the purpose of celebrating 
thei r seveuty-fifth anni versay. 

February 8th, to Timothy Chase Lodge, No. 128, to receive 
and b"llot upon an application in less than the usual time. 

April 3d, to Seaside Lodge, No. 144, to receive and act upon 
an application in less than the usual time, after proper notice to 
each members. 

DECISIONS. 

A la rge nnmber of communications have been received asking 

for information, bllt as no new points are involved I will 
mention only a few of them. 

Que~tion.-Can a lodge make an unaffiliated mason an honor
ary member without the party first making an application for 
membership? 

Ansll'B1:.-No. Every lIlason is required to be a member of 
a lodge, or in case he is rejected from membership, to register 
\ 'ith the Grand Lodge. An unaffiliated mason is not entitled 

to masonic relief for himself or his family, to masonic burial, 
to the right to visit lodges, or participate in masonic labors or 
ceremonies. 

Quest'lon.- Can a man with his right hand cut off at the 
wrist be made a mason? 

Answer.-N o. See page 322, Masonic Text Book. It is as 
follows: "A man who has lost his right hand can not be made 
a mason." 

Quest'ion.-Is it proper for a masonic lodge to take part in 

its masonic character in a funeral procession, honoring the 
mayor of a city, when no masonic labor is to be performed? 

Answel'.-The rule is that masollic processions are allowable 
only when some masonic work is to be done. The constitution 

of the Grand Lodge, Sect. 127, is as follows: "No lodge shall 
form a procession, funeral processions excepted, without per- . 
mission from the Grand Master or the District Deputy Grand 
;\faster within whose district it is located. And it is proper, 
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as a mark of respect for the chief magistrate (If the nation or 

state, to permit lodges to appear in public either upon occa
sions of a public reception of him or of public mourning for his 
death." 

On page 117, in the Grand Lodge report for l865, will be 
found the following decision: " It is contrary to the usages of 
the order, and improper for the fraternity to take p:L1't in their 

masonic character in any demonstration, except to perform 
some masonic labor." 

On pages 267 and 268 of the Grand Lodge report for 1874, 
will be found the following: " A lodge can not participate in 
the ceremonies of Decoration Day." 

I have quoted the constitution and the several deci8ions as 
they all point in the same direction. My answer to your ques

tion is "No." 

Ql.lest'ion.-At a stated comlllunication the secretary reported 
that a certain brothel', who had been suspen(led from member

ship the year before for non-payment of dues, had now paid 
all dues to date, and read from his letter his request for a 

dimit. The 'V. M. called for a vote on the question. A vote 
was taken and declared in the affirmative, granting the brothel' 
his dim it. Subsequently this proceeding was criticized, and it 

was stated that the vote of the lodge was entirely unnecessary, 
and the brother was entitled to a dimit at any time, whenever 
clear of charges, on the books, without action of the lodge. 
Your decision on this point is respectfully requested. 

Answel'.-I think the action of the lodge in voting a dimit was 
correct. The constitution of the Grand Lodge says: "UPOll 
application at any stated communication the lodge may vote a 

dimit at once, either in the form of an honorable discharge from 
membership, 01' with a recommendation, as it may see tit. 
Trallquil Lodge elected that method of granting a dimit, and I 

think it was correct, and in accordance with the constitution 
and decIsion of the Grand Lodge. A dimit should always be 

made a matter of record. 
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There is also another way of granting a dimit provided by 
the constitution, viz: A member may gi ve noti ce at a stated 
communication that at the nex t he shall apply for a dimit, and 
at such next stated meeting, if no charges have been filed, and 

his dues are pctid to the time, it is the secretary's duty to give 
him a certificate of honorable di~charge from membershi p. The 
lodge may also vote him snch recommendations as it sees fit. 
The secretary should note on his record the giving of the notice 
and the issui ng of the dimit. Either of the methods above 

stated may be adopted in granting a dimit. 
A brother is entitled to a dimit if his dues are paid, and he 

has not violated a ny of our masonic laws. If he is guilty of 
any masonic offence a dimit should not be granted, but charges 
should be preferred and a trial had. In this connection it may 

be well to state, when the record shows that a brother was sus
pended for non-payment of dues, it should also show that he was 
re-instated when his dues were paid. The usual form is for the 
secretary to inform the lodge that Brother ---, having paid 

his dues, is re-instated. This is spread lIpon the record , and the 
brothel' is restored to membership. 

nI STRI C'I' DEPUTY GRAN D MASTERS. 

You will find herewith the reports of the District Deputy 
Grand Masters, and thf. information contained in thell1 will well 

repay a careful perusaL As a rule our Deputies are the repre
sentative members of the fJ'aternity,-faithful and zealous in 
the di scharge of their official duties. Next to the Grand Lec
tnrer, we rely upon them to di sseminate information in their 
sEweral districts. I desire to thank them for the courtesy with 

which they have treated me during my term of office, and the 
active interest they have taken in the duties pertaining to their 

positions. 
I would urge upon them the necessity of visiting the smaller 

lodges.'yIf it is necessary to omit any visitations, omit those 
to the larger and more prosperous lodges, for in a certain degree 
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·they are better able to care for themse1ves; but under no cir

cumstances omit a visitation to a smaller lodge. 

SUGGESTIOK. 

Our Grand Lodge has ma.de five years the limit to jUl'isdic
tion after rejection, but this rule is of no avail to a candidate 
who remains in the jurisdiction of the rejecting body; because 
a waiver requires an unanimous vote, and a candidate rejected 
through prejudice must either leave his home and reside else

where, or he may be forever kept out. It would seem tha.t iu 

such cases more than oue vote should be required to refuse the 
waiver. If a Illan has waited five years under the scrutiny of 
the members of the lodge, and all but one deem him worthy, 
the chance is that they are right, and that the one objecting is 

wrong. 
I desire to call the attention of the Grand Lodge to the 

matter, and would recommend that aite?' .five yea/'s a waiver 

may be granted by a majority vote. 

ARION I.ODG E. 

At the last sesRion of the Grand Lodge I requested R. 'V. 
Brother JOSEPH A. LOCKE to visit Arion Lodge, No. 162, at 

Goodwin's Mills, with W. Bro. ISAAC N. H URD, D. D. Grand 
Master for the 19th District. The report of the visitation will 
be found on fil e. Bros. LOCKE and HURD spent an afternoon and 

evening with the members of the lodge examining their condi
tion, and as a result I have no doubt we shall see a great 

improvement, not only in their work, but i.n the financial and 
business managf'ment of the lodge. 

DlSC Il>J.lNB . 

• Tune 29, 1896, forwarded proceedings of Yorkshire Lodge, 
No. 119, in the case of Charles O. Durgin, to Chairman of Com

mittee 011 Gri.evances and Appeals. 
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September 25th, forwarded protest of Ashlar Lodge, of Lewis
ton, Me., agai nst the action of Massftchusetts Lodge, of Boston, 

Mass., in the case of Frank W. Dana. 
Decem ber 26th, forwarded proceedi ngs of Delta Lodge, No. 

153, in case of Ernest H. Nasoll. 
February 6, 1897, forwarded proceeding of H ermon Lodge, 

No. 32, vs. Geo. R. Sager. 

March 6th, forwarded proceedings of P ythagorean Lodge, 
No. 11, vs. H a rry Y. B. Osgood. 

April 17th, fo rwarded proceeding of Bar H".rbor Lodge, No. 
185, vs. Geo. L. Barrows. 

FIRE. 

On .Tanuary 12th, the records and papers of Doric Lodge, No. 
149, of Monson, were destroyed by fire. Thi s should se rve to 

remind us that the records of our masonic lodges are often times 

of great value, and can not be replaced if destroyed, and that it 
would be wise to provide, if possible. suit,.hle and safe pbces to 

deposit them. 

REPRRSENTAT[ON. 

November 24, 1896, W. WILLIAM HAWES S~1[TH, of Schenec

tady, N. Y., was appointed Grand Representative of the Grand 
Lodge of n-[aine near the Grand Lodge of N ew York, in place 

of R. W. ELON G. BROWN, of Utica, l·esigned. 
Dece mber 26th, nominated R. W. FESSENDEN 1. DAY as rep

resentative of the Grand Lodge of Michigan near the Gran(l 

Lodge of Maine. 
F ebruary 6, 1897, appointed Rev. E. D. McLAREN, of Van

couver, British Columbia, Representative of the Grand Lodge 
of Maine near the Grand Lodge of British Columbia, in place 
of M. W. Bro. MARCUS WOLFE, deceased. 

March 3d, appointed ETHELBERT F. ALI_EN, of Kansas City, 
Mo., Representative of th e Grand Lodge of Maine near the 
Grand Lodge of Missouri. 
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MA~ON)C REUEF. 

During the past year I have had considerable correspondence 
with the Masonic Board of Relief of San Francisco, Cal., in reo 

lation to the case of Robert C. Green, a Past Master of Eastern 
Lodge, No.7, of Eastport, Maine. In some way the impression 

was gi ven the Board of Relief that the amount expended would 
be re-imbursed. For that reason, in order to protect the Grand 
Lodge of Maine from any shadow of suspicion that it desires to act 

otherwise than in accordance with masonic law, I forwarded forty 
dollars, the amount expended. At the same time, I requested 
the Board of Relief hereafter to bear in mind that in this j uris
diction we believe that, while the organization of a method of 
organized relief IS very desirable, it in no Illanner changes the 
character of organized relief. The fact that the relief is afforded 
'by an organized charity no more entitles it to l'e-imbursement 

than the giving of relief by an individual mason entitles him to 
it. The correspondence will be found on file. 

SAN DIEGO BOA RD OF RELIEF. 

I present a communication from M. VV. W. T. Lucaf<, Grand 

Master of Califol'llia, in relation to the claim of the San Diego 
Board of Relief for money expended for the relief of a Master 
Mason's family hailing from this Grand J misdiction. 

Since the 6th day of September, 1891, the board has expended 
for the relief of the family of C. N. }Iarston, a former member 

of Aurora Lodge, No. 50, of Rockland, Me., the sum of $1,070. 
On January 20, 1892, Aurora Lodge paid for funeral ex
penses and relief $172.38. The Board of Relief was notified 
by the lodge of its intention to reject all additional expenditures. 
The papers will be placed before the proper committee. 

I have received dUl'ing the past year nnmerous invitations t·o 

install officers and attend masonic gatherings, which I have 
been obliged to decline. I desire to thank the brethren for the 

uniform consideration and kindness extended to me, and to 
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assure them that I regret exceedingly that I have not been abl!' 

to accept all the courtesi.es extended. 
III. W. Bros. DIWMMOND, COLLAMORE and CHASE have ren

dered me valuable assistance during the past year, which I 

most fully appreciate. 
I desire to extend my thanks to all the Grand Officers for the 

support they have given me, and especially to Bro. STEPHEN 
BERUY, our efficient Grand Secretary, for valuable aid rendered 
during my term of office. He is perfectly familial' with all the 

details of his position, and has proved to me a strong support 
whenever called upon <luring the past two years. 

CONCLUSION. 

I have referred in brief to the most important matters that 
have been brought to my attention. 'rhe volnme of business is 

increasing every year, and unless the Grand Master is familiar 
with masonic litw and the thousand and one questions that 
present themselves in different ways, he mllst necessarily gi ve 
much time to rpsearch an<l investigation, and even then he will 

find himself called upon to appeal for aid and counsel to the 
older and more experienced members of this Grand Body. I 
have endeitvored to discharge the dnties of my official position 
with "Malice towards none and with charity for all," and I 
feel that my hands have been upheld by every member of our 
order with whom I have been brought in contact. 

I entered upon the discharge of the duties of this high office 

which you were so graciously pleased to bestow upon me with 

many misgi ving8, and if I have in any measure succeeded, I 
owe it in a large degree to the support which has been given 
me by the entire fraternity. I shall look back with pleasure 
upon my official relation with this Grand Body during the two 
years just passed, and as long as life shall last Iliay we continue 
to labor in season and out of season for the best interests of 

the fraternity. Fraternally submitted, 
AUG. B. FARNHAM Gmnd Master. 
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R~;PORT 01' Till, GRAND I,ECT[;HEIl. 

GRAND LODGE OF I1AINE. 

OFFICE OF TIl E GIUND LECTURER, 

SABATTUS, April 27, 1807. 

To j\[ost lVorshipful AIIOUSTUS B. FARNHAM, Gmnd Master of Masons in 
Maine: 

Obedient to your order, I issned the following call for conventions for in

struction in masonic work: 

GRAND LODGE OF MAINE. 

OFFICE OF THE GRA:'ID LECTUREIl, 
SABATTUS, October 1, 1896. 

BRETHREN:-I am llirected by the Grand Master to call conventions for 

instrection in masonic work as follows: 

At Augnsta, Thursday, October 22d, at 10.00 A. M. 

At Rocklai1d, W ednesday, October 28th, at 10.00 A. M. 

At Portland, Wednesday, November 11th, at 10.00 A. M . 

At Bangor, Wednesday, November 18th, at 10.00 A. M. 

At Presque Isle, Friday, November, 20th, at 10.00 A. M. 

The Grand Master specially requests each District Deputy Grand Master 

to attend at least one of these conventions. 

All Master Masons are cordially invited to be present. 

Fraternally yours, 

FRANK E. SLEEPER, Grand Lecturer. 

For the purpose of making the notice as thorough as possible, I :tlso issned 

the following c ircular to District Deputy Grand Masters: 

GRAND LODGE OF MAINE. 

OFFICE OP TilE GRA]I;D LECTUHER, 

SAUATTUS, October 1, 18\)(J. 

R. W. Bl·0.---------, D. D. G. M.----Distril"t. 

In order to secnre imiformity of work in our state, it is necessary tlmt 

District Deputies attend the conventions held for the purpose of imparting 
to them such instruction as they might not otherwise be able to obtain. I 

shall therefore expect you to be present at one of the conventions ca lled for 

this year. 
I also hope that for the benefit of the craft you will make an urgent re

qnest, in person or by letter, to every lodge in your district to be represented 
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at the most convenient convention by its Master, Wardens, and aR many 

brethren as may be able to attend. 
Yours fraternally, 

FRANK B. SLEEPER, GrancZ Lecturer. 

The conventions in general were very successful, that at Augusta being 
least so. From the minutes given me by brethren acting as secretaries, I 
find that of the 24 D. D. G. M.s, only 18 attended meetings, and 73 lodges 

were represented. 
DistrIcts No.3, 7, 13, 15, 19 and 23 were not represented, either by Pis-, 

trict Deputy or lodges; and to show the usefulness of these conventions I 
will add, that of all the letters of inquiry relative to ritual received by me 
this year more have come from those six districts than from all the other 
eighteen combined. 

The attendance at the five conventions was: 

D. D.G.M. present. Lodg~5 represented. 

At Augusta, 2 10 

" Rockland, 3 15 

" Portland, 5 23 

" Bangor, 7 18 

" Presque Isle, 1 7 

18 73 

The brethren who were present seemed to be greatly interested in getting 
correct work, and no limit was placed upon the asking of questions, in 
order that exactness might be secured. 

The masonic light which will be given by those brethren to the seventy
three lodges represented, and by them to their neighbors, will be reflected 
for years to come, 

The work in Maine was never so uniform as it is to-day, and a large part 
of the credit for this is due to onr "conventions for instruction." 

The usual amount of correspondence has been attended to as promptly as 
my time permitted. 

I have made arrangements to have the Mastel' Mason's degree worked in 
the presence of the Grand Lodge at its comiug session by officers selected 
from the lodges in Lewiston and Auburn. 

Fraternally submitted, 

FRANK E. SLEEPEU, Gretntl. Lecturer. 

The address was referred to the Committee on 
Doings of Grand Officer. 
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R W . ARLINGTON B. MARSTON. 

Past Grand Master COLLAMORE a!lnounced the 

mortal illness of R. W. ARLINGTON B. MARSTON, Past 
Senior Grand Warden, and offered the following, 

which was unanimously adopted, and a copy ordered 

sent to his family: 

R esoZlJecl, That the sympa.thy of the Grand Louge is extended 

to R. W. Bro. ARL[NGTOX B. MARSTON, Past Senior Grand 
'Warden, now upon a bed of sickness and suffering. 

XATHAN WOODBURY. 

P. G. Master WILLIAM R. G. ESTES presented the 

following memorial , which was received, and ordered 
to be spread upon the records and printed in the pro

ceedings: 
The death of Wor. Bro. NATHAN WOODB UR Y, which occurred at his home 

in Auburn, Maine, February 27, 1897, renders it highly fitting for us to 
pause in our labors in the Grand Lodge and take suitable notice of the sad 
event. 

Bro. WOOOnURY was born in the town of Minot in this stltte, November 
15, 1818. He worked when a young man at the hatter's trade with his 
father. He was a Deputy Sheri!I in Androscoggin County eight years, 
performing the duties with faithfulness and accuracy. He then learned 
dentistry, and in 1858 located in Skowhegan, where he successfully prac
ticed until he returned to Androscoggin County in 1870. He pursued the 
same business several years in Lewiston in company with his son, until the 

infirmities of age compelled him to relinquish it. 
Bro. WOODBUIlY was made a mason in Somerset Lodge, Skowhegan, 

July IJ, 1859, and was its oistinguished Master three consecutive years, 
J861-2- 3. He received the Capitular degrees in Somerset Royal Arch 
Chapter. He was its first King and second High Priest. He was a charter 
member of De Molay Commandery of Knights Templar, and its first Emi
nent Commander. He was honored in the Grand Chapter by being elected 
Grand Scribe, and twice Deputy Grand High Priest, when he declined 
further promotion and the honors that awaited him. 

Although at the t ime of our brother's death he was not a member of this 
Grand J,odge, it will be seen that he served the craft in some capacity long 
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and faithfully, and left in that service an influence not readily forgotten by 
those who worked with bim in the masonic vineyard. 

It does Hot fall to the lot of all to be endowed by nature with those rare 
gifts which made our brother so peculiarly qualified to preside over masonic 
bod ies, and impart masonic instruction to those less inrormed . . Hence, as 

Master of a Lodge, High Priest of a Chapter and Commander of a COlll
mandery, over which he presided with such marked ability, he exerted an 
invaluable and salutary influence by his dignified manner, by his impressive 
rendering of rituals, when conferring degrees, by his extensive knowledge 
of masonic literature, and by his generally aCClll'ate interpretation of masonic 
law. 

In the performance of his masonic duties he gave no begrudging service. 
Whatever station he filled he carried to it the same zeal and honest purpose, 
and gave to it the same assiduous attention. Hence his monument to-day 
is the faithfu l work he performed in the Lodge, Chapter and Commandery. 
He is gone, but his work remains, and his memory is enshrined in the 

hearts of his brethren. His co-workers, while appreciating his labors so 
well performed, and the zeal and ability which he put into his unremitting 
service, wi ll long remember him for his sterling integrity and firmness of 
character, which were as unyielding as the giant oak in the midst of sap
lings. The tribute we now bestow upon his memory will be most appre
ciated by those who knew him best. 

We believe the services Bro. WOODllUIU" rendered to Masonry just,ly en
title his name to be enrolled with the worthy and faithful dead on the rec
ords of this Grand Lodge. 

GRAND SlWREl'AltY'S ItEPOI{'J'. 

The report of the Grand Secretary was accepted, 
as follows: 

MASONIC HALL, PORTLAND, Tuesday, May 4, ISD7. 
Tv the M. W. Grand. Lod.ye oj Maine. 

The duties of Grand Secretary have been fa ithfully discharged, and the 
details of part of them may be found in the reports of the Committees on 

Returns, Library, History, Transportation, and others. In regarcl to the 
manifold daily calls to be daily answered, I must rely upon the brethren to 
say if they have been promptly responded to. From the uniformly kind 
and brotherly tone of the letters received, I infer that my end~avors to 
please have not been unappreciated. 

One brother has registered during the year, and as three have failed to 
renew there are now but two upon the roll. 

Although it is five years since the fratern ity ceased to have a free beel at 
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the Maine General Hospital, it proved so useful that frequent calls are still 
made for it, geuerally from brethren who need for themselves or their 
families surgical relief which must be foregone unless obtained without cost. 
The difficulty of obtaining a free bed may be judged from the fact that last 
year, although three· eighths of the patients were free, four-fifths of the appli
cations had to be refused for lack of funds. It is sad to think of brethren 
being obliged to suffer from want of surgical treatment when that is the 
touch of nature which makes the whole world kin, which treats aiike the 
friend and the foe, the good man and the criminal, the king and the beggar. 
But I have been obliged to answer that there is no bed at the disposal of the 
Grand Master. 

The resolutions in regard to relief were printed as ordered by Grand Lodge, 
and sent out with the proceedings, one for each member of the lodge and a 
surplus for coming candidates. Tho sheet contained a request to secretaries 
to distribute them as intended. 

The resolutions respecting rejected candidates were called to the attention 
of all our Grand Representatives by a circular letter, and twenty-one of 
them acknowledged them in writing. I have no doubt the other thirty-one 
brought them before their Grand Lodges in dne time. 

Fraternally submittcd, 
STEPHEN BERRY, Grand Secretary. 

TEHHIl'OlH AL JU RTSDICTI02'<. 

Bro. JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND offered the following 
propositions: 

1. To amend section ninety-foul' of the constitution, by adding thereto 
the following: 

"But when one municipality, or a part of a municipality, is annexed to 
aJlOther under the law of the state, the territorial jurisdiction of all the 
lodges interested shall remain as it is at the time of the annexation, unless 
the Grand Lodge shall otherwise provide in p;:trticular cases." 

So that said section as amended shall read: 
" SEC. 94. Every candidate must apply to the lodge in this state nearest 

his residence, except that he lllUSt apply to a lodge in the town in which he 
resides, if one is located there. But when one municipality, or a part of 
one municipality, is annexed to auother under the law of the state, the 
territorial jurisdiction of all the lodges interested shall remain as it is at the 
time of the annexation, unless the Grand Lodge shall otherwise provide in 
particular cases. " 

2. To amend section ninety-foul' of the constitution, by adding thereto 
the following: 
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" But when a JlJunicipality, or a part o~ one, is annexeu to another under 
the law of the state, the Grand Lodge may m(ldify tllis rule in particular 

cases as it may deem wise." 
So that as amended it shall read as follows : 
"SEC. !l4. Every candidate must apply to the ludge in this state, nearest 

his residence, except that he must apply to a lodge in the town in which he 
resides, if one is located there. But when a municipality, or a part of one, 
iR annexed to another under the law of the state, the Gmncl Lodge may 
mod ify tllis rule in particular cases as it may deem wise." 

The two amendments were entertained and referred 
to the Committee on Amendm ents to the Constitu
tion. 

The Grand Master presented the reports of the 
District Deputy Grand Masters, which were referred 
to the Committee on Condition of the Fraternity. 

The Grand Secretary presented petitions for new 
lodges at Sullivan and Stratton, which were referred 
to the Committee on Dispensations and Charters. 

Bro. H UG H R. CHAP LI N ,vas added to 'the Com
mittee on Dispensations and Charters to fill vacancy. 

Gn AND TREASURER'S REPORT . 

The Grand Treasurer reported as follows: 

Tu the "l-Iaster, Wanlens and Members oj the Grand L uclge oj Maine. 

In compliance with the constitution, the subscriber submits a report of 
his transactions, exhibiting the amount received [Ind paid out during the 
masonic year, and on what acconnt. 

For invested f und , sec report to l\ustees of the Charity Fund. 

1890. HECIl IPTS. 

l\Iay 7. By cash balance, . . .... ................. . . . ..... . . $ 10,303.75 
Aug. 25. from Grand Secretary, charter of Columbia 

Lodge,. . . . . . . . ... . . . ......... .. .. . ... . 60. 00 
from A ug. 13. Farnham, Grand Master, dis-

pensations to four lodges at various dates, . . 12.00 
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Aug. 25. By cash from interest (;In deposit in Union Safe Deposit 

1897. 
April 2(5. 

Mal'. 

April 

:l8. 

W. 

19. 
20. 

27. 
29. 

:3. 
5. 

7. 

9. 

1a. 

14. 

15. 

Hi. 
17. 
1P. 

2:3. 

24. 

30. 

1896. 

and Trust Company, . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . GD.8:-) 

dividends l'ortlalld National Bank savings 
department, ................... . ...... . 4:l.0:J 

from Stephen Berry Grand Secretary, Hegis-
trations, Diplomas &c . .. ......... . . . . . .. . 15.6G 

from Grand Chapter, 3-10 expense Grand Sec-

retary's office, ...... " . . . ........... . .. . 198.25 
from Grand Commandery, 2-10 expense Gr. 

Secretary's office,....... . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:l.17 

from District Deputy Grand Masters, as fol-

lows: 
Walter F. Bradish, 2d District, . .. . 

Ezra G. Mason, 21st Distr ict, ... . 

Rodel A. Packard, 8th District, .... . . . . . . 

Franklin Walker, 12th District, . . ....... . 
.John H. Shepherd, 22d District, ... . .... . 

Nehemiah Guptill, 3d District, .. . 

Francis H. Wing, 13th District, ... . 

Seth T. Snipe, 14th D istrict, .. .. .. . .. . .. . 

Thomas J. Peaks, 5th District, .. . . . .... . . 

Fran klin R . Redlon, 17th District, ... . .. . 

Albert J . Durgin, 6th District, . .. 

Fred M. Richards, 9th District, .. 

George P. Billings, 7th District, . . . 

Walter E. Clark, 10th District, ... . 

John P. Shepherd, 4th District,. 
Ai Q. Mitchell , 23d District, .. . ... . . . . . . . 

Alfred D. Sawyer, 1st District, ... . 

Ja'nes C. Ayer, 18th District, . .... .. . ... . 
lhed'k G. Payne, 24th District, ......... . 

Herbert M. Starbird, 11 th D istrict, ..... . . 

Pitt H. Jones, 20th District, .... . 

Newell P. Noble, 15th District, ... . .. . .. . . 

Isaac N. Hurd, 19th District, ... . . . 

George W. Holmes, 16th District, .. . . . . 

U1 SBU RS J;M ~; NTS. 

158 40 
::)04.00 

170.00 
167.60 

186.20 

200.20 
222.6 0 

308.60 
255.20 

632.60 

262.20 

407.00 

165. 00 

221. 60 
168.40 
108.20 

181.60 
171.00 

377.20 

375.20 
158.80 

210.80 

257.00 

242.20 

. ·IG,705.28 

May 7. To cash paid orders of Committee on l'ay Roll, ..... >3 1,831.82 

Hollis E. Denen, special expense as D. D. 

G. Master, 1895-\J6,.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21.00 
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y[ay 7. To cash paid Miss M. M. Laughlin, clerk to Committee 

on Pay Roll, ........... . . .... ..... . 10.00 
typewriter for Committee on Jurispru- -

dence, ....................... . .... . 

Hl. Warren O. Carney, Grand Tyler, and as-
sistants, for attendance at Gr. Lodge, 30.00 

:1O. Walter S. Smith, Grand Organist, attend-

ance at Grand Lodge,. . . . . .. . . . . .. . . 10.00 

15 G. L. 

deposits in Banks at Waterville, Wiscas-

set, Ellsworth, Augusta, Brunswick, 

Bath, Skowhegan and Gardiner, trans-

ferred to Charity Fund,. . . .. . . . . .. . . 4,160.84 

Union Safe DeIJosit and Trust Co., Treas-

Ul'er's bond, .. . .................. . . 

Penobscot Lodge, dues for 18!J6 refunded, 

A. D. Pearson, two bills.for binding Pro-

ceedings, ..... ... ........... . .... . 

Portland Savings Bank, for ren~ of Grano. 
Lodge offices, ............. . . . .. .. . . 

Mrs. O'Toole, for care of (jrand Lodge 

offices, ......... .... .. . ........... . 

American Bank Note Co., two bills for 
diplomas, .. .......... .. .. . . ....... . 

Board of Masonic Trustees, use of halls,. 

Warren O. Carney, Grand Tyler, expense 

to Bangor, laying corner stone of In-
sane Hospital, .. .. . . .. . . . ...... . ' ... . 

expense to Greenville, constituting Col-
umbia Lodge, ....... ... . .......... . 

Stephen Berry, Grand Secretary, salary, 
printing Proceedings, .. . ... .. .. . .. . . . 

mailing Proceedings, .......... . .... . 

envelopes and s'undries for office, .... . 

lotter heads for D. D. G. Masters, .. . 
returns, circulars and ad vertisements, 

relief resolutions, notices, &c. , . . : ... . 

postago stamps and expressage, ..... . 

Frank E. Sleeper, Grand Lecturer, ex
pense attend ing conventions at Augusta 

and Rockland, .......... ... . .. . . .. . 

expense attending convention at Port-
land,. . . . .. ...... . .... . .... . 

50.QO 

40.20 

137.iO 

400.00 

55.00 

200.00 

125.00 

13.40 

12. 55 

500.00 
829.55 

37.34 

13.84 

7.25 
95.00 

48.85 

31.90 

42.80 

16.20 



2I2 Proceedings of the 

expense attending conventions at Ban-
gor and Presqne Isle, ...... . . . .. . 
by vote of Grand Lodge, (25) ....... . 

To cash paid Josiah 1-1. Drummond, Chairman C,om
mittee on 'Foreign Correspondence, ... 

" J. A. Merrill & Co., jewels and aprons, .. 
The Henderson Ames Co., collars and 

aprons, ' . . . .. . . .... , . . .......... . . . 
M. :F. King, Grand Treasurer, ... , .... . 

postage stamps and envelopes, .. .... . 
Aug. B. Farnham, Grand Master, ex-

penses, ................... . ... . ... . 
D. D. G. Masters' expenses, as follows: 

Alfred D. Sawyer, 1st District ...... . 
Walter 1<'. Bradish. 2d District, .. . .. . 
Nehemiah Guptill, 3d District, .. . .. . . 
John P. Shepherd, 4th District, .. .. . . 
Thomas J. Peaks, 5th District, ...... . 
Albert .J. Durgin, 6th District, .. 
George P. Billiugs, 7th District, . 
Hodel A. Packard, 8th District, .. 
Fred M. Hichards, 9th District, .. 
Walter E . Clark, 10th District, . . ... . 
Herbert M. Starbird, 11th District, . . . 
:Franklin 'Walker, 12th District, . 
Francis H. Wing, 13th District, .... 
Seth T. Snipe, 14th District, . 
Newell P. Noble, 15th District, .. . .. . 
George W. Holmes, 16th District, .. . , 
Frank R Redlon, 17th District, . 
James C. Ayer, 18th District, ...... .. 
Isaac N. Hurd, 19th District, . . .... . . 
Pitt H. Jones, 20th District, ..... . 
Ezra G. Mason, 21st District, . . ... , " 
John H. Shepherd, 22d District, 
Ai Q. Mitchell, 23d District, ... . 
Fred G. Payne, 24th District, " . . . . . . 
Committee on Finance, ..... .... . .. . 

Cash deposited in Portland National Bank, savings department, .. 
Cash to new account, ....... .. ..... , ........ , .... . .. . ...... . 

[May, 

54.60 
25.00 

100.00 I 

240,00 

454.50 
1W.00 

3,50 

:l:l.84 

17.85 
27.20 
28.50 
30.a5 
30.43 
3.93 

17.25 
15.75 
18.10 
33.70 
21.25 
:l2.00 
17.57 

£1.00 

25.20 
26.90 
33.35 
2471 
14.50 
34.92 
32.00 
15.90 
17.45 
3.20 

15.95 
1,082.42 
5,298.07 

Respectfully submitted, $16,705.28 
MAHQUIS F. KINP, Grantl Treasurer. 
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The report was referred to the Committee of 
Finance. 

FOREIGN COI~RESPONDENCE . 

Bro. DIWMMOND presented the R eport on Foreign 
Correspondence, Il1 print, which was accepted, and 
permi~ion given to add thereto. (See Appendix.) 

RETURNS. 

Bro. STEPHEN BERRY presented the following: 

MASONIC HALL, PORTLAND, Tuesday. May 4, 1897. 
To the M . W . Gmnd Lod.ge oj Maine. 

Your Committee on Returns would report that returns have been received 
from all the 102 chartered lodges. 

The following summary sllows the comparison with the last four years : 

lnit(ated, . .. . . . . ..... . . . .. .. . . 838 ... . . . 797 . . . ... 850 . .. ... 831 . .... . 746 
Raised, .... .. . . .. ..... . ... . .. . 827 ..... . 71)5 .: .... 823 . ..... 837 ... . .. 721 
Affiliated, .............. . . .... 12:3 .. " .108 ...... 124 ...... 137 ...... 118 
He-instated, . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. 6:3 . ..... 66 . .... 1i2...... 50.. . ... 59 
Dimitted, ........ . .... . ..... .. 243 ...... 240 . ..... 224 . . .... 209 .. . ... 160 
Died, ... ............ .... ..... 321. . . . .. 397 .. .... 372 .... .. 366 . ..... 331) 
Suspended, . . . . . . . .. . . . . .. . . . . 3. . . . .. 0...... 1 . ... . . 0 . . . . .. 1 
Expelled, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 . . . . . . 1 . . . . .. 2 . . . . . . 3 . . . ... 2 
Susp. from membership, ... , ... ]1)5 .. .. . . 211 ...... 207 . .... . 283 ...... 224 
Deprived of membership, . ... .. 28.. .. . . 4... . .. 6 ...... 22. . . . .. 18 
Number of members,. . . .. 21,487 .. . 21,564 .... 21,809 . ... 21,1)53 . . . 22,085 
Rejected, . . . . . . . .. . . . ... 225 .... .. 223 ...... 172 ...... 222 ...... 174 

The imtiations have fallen off ten per cent . • the raised almost fourteen per 
cent.; the affiliations thirteen per cent.; the restorations have increased ten 
per cent., which is a good sign. The dimitted Imve fallen off twenty per 
cellt., the deaths seven per cent., and the suspensions twenty per cent. 
The result is a gain of 132, equal to % of one per cent. The death rate is a 
little under 15~ to a thousand, against 16% last year. 

The accompanying abstract will show the work in· detail. 
:Fraternally snbmitted, 

STEPHEN llERRY. } G ·tt ' ollum ee. 
ALBERT l\'I. AMES, 



214 . Proceedings of the 

ABSTRACT OF RETURNS, 1897. 

• 
:\08 . LODO I~ S . 

. 
1 Portland . , , . . .. . ... 
2 Warren, . .... 
3 Lincoln, . . . . .... . .... 
4 Hancock, ..... . ...... 
5 K ennebec, . . . . .. .... 
() Amity, . .. . . ... ..... 
7 EastcrlJ, . ... . . . . . . . ' .. 
8 United, ....... 
O' Saco, . .............. 

10 I~ising Virtue, . . .. .. 
11 Pythagorean, .. . 
12 Cumberland, .. . ... . .. 
13 Orienta1. ..... .... ... 
14 Solar, .. : .. ......... 
15 Orient, . ... .. . ... 
16 St. Georlre, ..... " .... 
17 Ancient Landmark, .. 
18 Oxford, ..... ....... 
19 F elicity, . .... . ...... 
20 Maine, . . . ........ . .. 
21 Oriental Star, .....•• 
22 York, .. . . ........ .. 
23 Freeport, ... . ....•... 
24 Phrenix, . .... ....... 
25 Temple, . .... 
26 Village, .... . ....... 
27 Adoniram, ...... . ... . 
28 Northern Star, . . . . ... 
29 Tranquil, ............ 
30 Blazing Star, .. . .... . 
31 Union, .. .. ... . ... . .. 
32 Hermon, . ... .. . ... 
33 Waterville, .... 
34 Somerse t, ... . . ... . . 
35 Beth lehem, ..... .... 
36 Casco, . . .•. . .. . ..... 
37 Washingtun, .. 
38 Harmony, ..... . 
39 Penobscot, .... . . . ... 
40 Lygonia, ....... . .... 
41 Morning Star, ....... 
42 Freedom, . . ... ' ..... . 

3 Alna, . ... ... . . . .. .. 4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
5 
5 

4 Piscataquis, ... ..... 
5 Central, . . .. . . .. ... 
6 St. Croix, .... . .. ... 
7 D unlap, . ... 
8 LafHyette , . .. . ....... 
9 Meridian Splenuor, . .. 
O' Aurora, .. ........ .. 
I St .. 101111'S, .... . ... • •. 

'" 3 E .0 
~ ~ .:: 
~ ij5 
.:i '" :>:: < 

16 13 1 
3 4 0 
1 2 I 
(i 6 2 
1 0 1 
4 3 1 
1 I 0 
2 2 2 
[, 7 0 
4 3 1 
1 .1 1 
5 4 I 
9 8 3 
8 5 0 
3 4 1 
;{ 3 0 

10 21 6 
3 :2 0 
2 3 0 
2 2 2 
5 2 0 
3 3 1 
8 8 0 
5 (i 1 
3 2 0 
3 ;) 0 
1 1 0 
2 8 0 

14 11 3 
19 19 2 
7 (i I 
\) 9 1 
6 4 () 

.> 

3 :t 1 
15 16 ] 

4 5 :) 

2 :2 0 
2 5 0 
4 4 0 
9 7 0 
1 3 0 
0 0 0 
4 4 1 
3 :2 0 
2 I 2 
7 5 5 

Jl ]I 0 
2 1 , , 
2 2 1 
4 3 [) 

5 5 0 

N. P. Dues. 
.0 - ---
S -0 .0 ~ .,; " 

., ., ~ 
'? .§ '? ~ 
il 'i " '-;:: as ~ §" 0 

'" A A " K 
>:i il:l rn ~ (j, 

0 3 7 0 0 gl 0 
0 0 5 0 0 0 
2 I 0 0 0 0 0 
0 I I 0 0 0 0 
0 0 3 0 0 0 0 
5 1 3 0 0 2 (j 

1 I 2 0 0 0 0 
0 2 2 0 0 ;) 0 
0 0 2 0 0 I 0 
1 II 2 0 0 0 0 
0 1 2 0 1 (I 0 
0 1 3 0 0 0 0 
0 () 1 0 0 0 0 
0 3 4 0 0 0 0 
I 0 4 0 0 0 0 
1 2 1 0 0 (l 0 
1 0 6 0 0 2 0 
0 1 3 0 0 0 0 
0 3 7 0 0 3 0 
0 1 I 0 0 0 4 
0 1 II 0 0 0 0 
0 2 3 0 0 1 0 
0 :2 0 0 0 4 0 
0 0 :I 0 0 0 0 
0 0 1 0 0 0 0 
1 2 [) 0 0 7 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
1 1 '.' 0 0 0 0 " 2 ~{ 3 0 0 11 0 
I I 0 0 0 () 0 
0 (j 2 0 0 8 0 
0 1 ;~ 0 I (I 0 
0 0 4 0 0 0 0 
0 -! 4 0 0 2 (I 

I .1 (j 0 0 ;) 0 
1 0 5 • 0 0 () 0 
0 0 2 0 0 0 0 
0 I :2 0 0 0 0 
0 0 1 0 0 1 0 
0 3 4 0 0 i 0 
0 0 :2 0 0 I 0 
1 0 1 0 0 1 0 
0 1 4 0 0 0 0 
0 1 1 0 0 0 0 
1 1 2 0 0 (i 0 
0 2 :2 0 0 0 0 
.l 0 ~ 0 0 I 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
0 0 2 0 0 U 0 
I 1 ~ I 0 0 1 0 
4 0 0 0 0 0 

[ May, 

~ ., 
oS 
~ ~ :;; 

'" <5 ~ ,... 

334 I) 

97 0 
72 0 
75 0 

145 0 
181) 0 
12i 2 
1:02 0 
12[) !J 
151i 1 

94 0 
70 0 

Hi2 2 
258 1 
HiS () 

10:1 0 
4::l7 15 
W:3 0 
102 0 
108 2 
177 0 
111 0 
1:37 0 
171 0 

79 0 
03 0 
61 0 
01 0 

24[) I 
126 5 
107 0 
:33 1 :{ 
:2IG 1 
174 0 
28:1 (\ 

16n 2 
89 0 

137 I 
14:3 2 
2::l0 1 
114 0 
33 0 

137 0 
112 0 
IW 0 
l\I~ 0 
247 ;l 

ti7 0 
83 1 

285 0 
III U 
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.Kos. I,odges . 

52 Mos"ic, .... . .. . . ... 
53 Rural, .. .. .. .. ... .. 
54 Vassal boro, ..... .. . 
55 Fmternal, . . •• , o' 

(j(j Mount Moriah, ... 
57 l~ing lIimm , . .. .... 
5S Un ity, .. ... . . .. .. . . 
59 Mt. H opfJ, (ch. sw·. ). 
60 Star in th e East, . . . 
oj King Solomon's, . . . 
62 King DaviLl's,. .... 
(l3 Richmond, .. ..... . 
fl4 Pacific, ..... . . .. 
65 Mystic, . . ... .. .... 
Go Mechanics', . . . .... 
67 Blue Mountain, . . 
(l8 Mariners', ...... . .. 
00 Howard, .. . . ...... 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

70 Stand ish , . ......... 
71 Rising SUIl, .. . ... . . 
72 Pioneer, ... . . .... . 
7:~ '-fyrian, . ... . ... . .. 
74 Bristol, . . . . ... .. . . 
75 Plymouth, ......... 
70 Arundel, .. . . . ..... 
77 Tremon t, . . . ..... . 
78 Crescent, . . ..... ... 
70 Rockland, ......... 
SO Keystolle,. ........ 
81 Atlantic, . .... .. .. . 
S2 St. Paul's, . . .. . - .. 
S:3 St. Andrew's,. .. . . 
S4 Eureka, .... . . ... . 
8ii Star in the West, .. 
86 Temple, .. .. .. .... 
87 Benevolcn t, . ...... 
88 Narraguagus, . .. ... 
SO Islalld, . ... · ..... 
00 H. A biff, (ch. rev.) . . 
91 Harwood, .. ... .... 
02 Siloam, . . ... · .... . 
O:~ Horeb , .. .. . .. . 
0-1 Paris, .. . .... ...... 
05 Corinthian, .. · ..... 
96 Monument, .. . . . . .. 
07 Bethel, ............ 
!l8 Katahdin, . . . ..... 
9f) Vernon Valley, . ... 
00 Jeffer8on,. • • • • •• o-

01 Nezinscot, . · .. . . . 
02 Marsh River, . . ... . 
03 Dresden, ..... .... . 
04 Dirigo, ..... .. . .... 
05 Ashl:tr, ..... . .. . .. 

(j 

1 
1 
1 
0 
3 
2 

. . 
3 
2 
0 ., ., 
4 
0 
4 
J 
n 
3 
0 
3 

10 
S 
5 
I 
6 
3 
1 
1 
3 

14 
2 
(j 

=1 
0 
S 
J 
5 
1 

. . 
2 
4 
2 
2 
1 
4 
1 
7 
4 
J 
2 
2 
3 
2 

20 

51 
I 

3 0 0 2 0 0 
1 0 0 0 I 0 0 
1 0 0 2 4 0 0 
0 1 2 2 1 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
3 0 0 1 0 0 0 
2 1 0 0 ] 0 0 
.. ... . . . . . . ... . . 
:3 1 0 2 ] 0 (J 

2 0 0 :1 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
;1 0 1 0 2 0 0 
2 1 0 0 2 0 0 
0 0 ] 1 0 0 0 
4 2 0 0 2 0 0 
I 0 0 I 2 0 0 
5 0 0 1 :2 0 0 
2 0 0 2 I 0 0 
0 0 0 0 4 0 0 
:3 0 0 2 0 0 0 
0 0 0 0 2 0 0 
8 2 0 2 :1 0 0 
5 0 1 0 2 

gi 
0 

1 0 0 ] 1 0 
4 0 0 3 1 0 
2 3 0 0 2 0 0 
0 0 0 1 :2 0 0 
1 0 0 0 4 0 0 
" . ) 0 0 0 ;3 () 0 

12 1 3 2 1 0 0 
1 0 0 1 3 0 0 

11 0 ] 3 4 0 0 
:3 0 0 1 1 0 0 
(J 0 0 1 1 0 0 
(j 1 0 0 5 0 0 
0 0 0 0 3 0 0 
[i 0 0 0 0 0 0 
I 0 0 0 1 0 0 

... . .. . . . ... . . . .. . . . 
2 ] 0 0 3 0 0 
(j 0 0 0 :.~ 0 0 
4 0 0 2 n 0 0 
!1 0 0 D 2 0 0 
2 0 0 0 2 0 0 
4 1 0 ] 4 0 0 
0 0 0 2 :~ 0 0 
8 2 0 0 J 0 0 
1 0 0 1 J 0 0 
2 1 0 ] 0 

gl 
0 

2 0 0 1 1 0 
4 0 0 1 1 0 
3 0 0 2 0 01 0 
1 0 0 0 ] 0 0 

20 1 1 2 1 01 0 

2I5 

0 0 159 0 
0 0 44 1 
0 0 60 0 

15 0 62 0 
0 0 46 0 
0 0 87 0 
0 0 56 0 

. ... ... . . . ... . .. 
(; 0 J(lO 0 
" 0 107 0 ., 

22 0 74 0 
10 0 111 1 
0 0 100 1 
2 0 117 0 
0 0 85 2 
() 0 S" .) 0 
0 0 104 0 
0 0 109 0 
0 0 58 0 
0 0 84 1 
0 0 72 0 
0 0 2](i 0 
0 0 137 0 
0 0 (j8 0 
0 0 50 0 
1 0 1:16 1 
!:i 0 120 (J 
() 0 287 0 
() 0 10(; 1 
:2 0 274 0 
S 0 1S:l 0 
0 0 2W 1 
" .) 0 110 0 
0 0 101 0 
1 0 164 2 
0 0 60 0 
8 0 05 0 
0 0 7S 1 

.. . . . . .. . .... .. . 
0 0 W4 0 
0 0 151 1 
4 0 126 0 
0 . 0 10" 0 
0 O. 70 0 

14 0 170 7 
0 0 0',' ., 0 
0 7 HI 0 
0 0 !:iii 0 
0 0 (i0 0 
1 0 01 1 1 
0 0 71 0 
0 0 471 0 
0 0 02 0 
0 0 261 4 
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Nos. Lodges. I In· 1 R·I A· I R·I 0.1 D· I s. \ E. INil P. j)~e8' 1 Mem. [ lt. 

106 'l'usca~ ,.: . .. .. . .. 1 6 3\ 0 
107 Day Sprmg,..... . 0 o 0 
108 Relief, (c,~.rel;alled, ) ! . .. · 3!' i 109 Mount hmeo,.... . 4 
110 Monmouth,.. ... . . . 2 2 0 
III Liberty, .. ... . , ... 
112 Eastern Frolltier, . . 
113 Messalonskee, . . ... 
114 Polar Star, ........ 
115 Buxton, ...... ... . 
116 L ebanon, .... ..... 
117 Greellleaf, . . .. . . .. 
118 Drummond, .... ... 
119 P ownal, .. ....... .. 
120 Med ullcook, (ch. sr.) 
121 A cacia , ...... . . ... 
122 Marine, ........... 
123 :Franklin, ........ 
124 Olive Branch, ...... 
125 Meridian, .......... 
126 Timothy Chase, . . . . 
127 Presumpscot, ...... 
128 Eggemoggin, ...... 
129 Quantabacook, . .... 
130 Trinity, ........ ... 
131 Lookout, ... .. . . .. . 
132 Mount 'l'ire'm, . .. .. 
133 Asylulll, . .... .... 
1:34 Trojan, (corlsol'd) .. 
185 Riverside, .... . .... 
1:36 Ionic, (ch . sur. ) . . . . 
137 Kellduskeag, .... . 
138 Lewy's Island, .... , 
1 3~) Archon, ....... . ... 
140 Mount Desert, ..... 
141 Augusta, .......... 
142 Ocean, .... ........ 
143 l'reble, . . .... ..... 
144 Seaside, .... . . ... 
145 Moses Webster,,, .. 
146 Sebasticook, .... .. 
147 Evening Star, ... . . 
148 Forest, ...... . .. .. . 
]49 Doric, .. .... . 
150 Rabboni, ...... " 

151 Excelsior, .. . .. . .. . 
152 Crooked River , .... 
]53 Delta, ....... .... . 
154 Mystic Tie, . . ...... 
155 Ancient York, ..... 
156 Wilton, ........... 
1 
] 

1 

1)7 Cambridge, .... .. 
58 Anchor, ..... ... . . 
59 Esoteri0, . . . . . . .... 

4 3 0 
2 3 2 
1 2 0 
8 8 0 
0 0 0 
1 1 0 
0 1 1 
0 0 0 
1 1 0 

. .. · . . . 
1 2 0 
8 7 0 
2 1 0 
4 3 0 

Vl 14 (l 

1 1 0 
4 3 0 
2 2 2 
2 2 0 
1 1 1 
3 3 0 
4 4 0 
0 0 0 

. .. · . .. 
2 2 0 

.. .. . . 
I 0 0 
4 4 0 
4 3 0 
2 2 0 

· 17 17 2 
1 1 0 
0 0 1 
2 1 0 
7 8 2 
6 4 0 
1 ] ] 

0 0 . 0 
1 1 1 
!) !) 2 
2 1 0 
2 2 0 
S 4 0 
3 4 !I 71 9 8 , 9 
o 0 

~ I "! 0 1~ 21 3 

• 0 

0 

0 
] 

0 
0 
0 
2 
0 
5 
0 
0 
0 

. . . 
0 
2 
I 
0 
I 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

. . . 
0 

.. . 
0 
0 
1 
0 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
] 

0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

~ 2 0 01 01 ~I 123 1 
0 o 0 o 0 47 0 

"01 " '0 "'ol"iiii 
. .. 

0 4 0 1 
1 41 0 o 0 o 95 0 
2 1 0 o 0 0 99 2 
] 1 0 0 0 0 103 0 
0 1 U 0 0 0 92 0 
2 4 0 0 0 0 234 2 
0 2 0 0 0 0 93 O' 
1 4 0 0 0 0 82 0 
0 2 0 0 0 0 182 :3 
0 0 0 0 0 0 51 0 
0 2 0 0 4 0 88 0 

. . . . .. . . . . . . . ... ... . . ... .. . 
1 1 0 0 6 0 76 0 
1 2 0 0 0 0 131 2 
0 3 0 0 0 0 77 0 
1 4 0 0 0 0 74 1 
1 1 0 0 1 0 122 4 
:3 2 0 0 7 0 129 1 
0 I 0 0 1 0 93 0 
2 3 0 0 1 0 86 0 
2 0 0 0 0 0 107 2 
1 0 0 0 0 0 98 2 
1 1 0 0 0 0 34 II 
0 2 0 0 0 0 81 0 
0 1 0 0 0 0 58 () 

.. . . . . . .. " . ... . .. . . . .... . . . 
0 1 0 0 0 0 110 2 

.. . . . . .. . . . . , .. . . ... . .. . . . . . 
1 3 0 0 0 0 91 0 
1 1 0 0 0 0 H4 1 
0 0 0 0 0 0 49 0 
1 2 0 0 0 0 109 0 
2 1 0 0 2 0 2:n 3 
0 0 0 0 0 1 48 1 
2 0 0 0 4 0 79 1 
1 3 0 0 I' 2 136 0 
J 3 0 0 0 0 Hl8 1 
1 0 0 0 J 0 93 0 
a 1 0 0 0 0 80 0 
0 4 0 0 0 0 105 0 
2 1 0 0 0 0 ]03 0 
2 2 0 0 I) 6 WI) 2 
1 0 0 0 0 0 4G 0 
1 0 0 0 0 0 89 0 
1 0 0 0 ] 0 70 0 

il 
0 0 0 0 0 04 1 
1 gl 0 0 0 1111 

'0 
' 0 

3 0 0 0 120 1 

rl 
2 

~I 
0 0 0 

73) 
0 

0 0 0 0 39 0 
41 0 2 I 181 0 
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Nos. Lodge •. Iln.1 B.. I A· IIt· 1 D· I D. I S.I E. ! N~P. j)~~e··1 Me m. 1 R. 
-. . 

HlO Parian, . . .... ... .. \ 
161 Carra bassett, ... . . .. 
Hl2 Arion, ... . . . ...... 
163 Pleasant River, .. 
164 W ebster, ..... . . . . 
Hl5 Molunklls, . . .. .. . . 
166 Neguemkeag, .. 
167 Whitney, .. .... . ... 
Hl8 Composite, .. .. . , . . 
169 Shepherd's River,. 
170 Caribou, .... ... 
171 Nask&ag, ........ 
172 Pine Tree, ...... 

73 Pleiades, .... ... . .. 
74 Lynde, . .... .. .. .. 

175 Baskahegan, .. .. ... 
176 Palestine, Oonsol'eI, 
177 Rising Star, ....... 
178 Ancient Brothers',. 
179 Yorkshire, . . . .... 
80 Hiram, ............ 
81 Reuel Washbul'll, . 
82 Granitp, .... . . .' o. 

183 Deering, .. . . .. . .. . 
184 Naval,."" ........ 
185 Bar l'fflrbor, ....... 
186 Warren Phillips, . . 
187 Ira Berry, . . . . .... 
1l:l8 Jonesport, ...... .. . 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 

8~1 Knox, .. . . .. 
no Springvalp, ....... 
91 Davis, . ... .. . ..... 
92 Win ter Harbor, .... 
9:3 Washbnrn, . . . . .... 
94 Euclid, .... ........ 
95 Reliance, ...... ... 
96 Bay View, .. . .... . 
97 Aroostook, .. ...... 
98 St. Aspinquid, ... . . 
119 Bingham, . .... . .. . 
00 Columbia, .. . . ..... 

2 
0 
0 
4 
J 
II 
1 
:3 
3 
1 
4 
0 ., 
oJ 

2 
2 
4 

. .. 
1 

' 6 
2 

11 
00 

0 
15 

2 
4 
5 
2 
6 
1 
2 
2 
5 
:3 
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A petition was received from Blazing Star Lodge, 
No. 30, to be established perrnanently at Rumford 
Falls. It was referred to the Committee on Dispen
sations and Charters. 
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Protests were received from A shlar and Rabboni 
Lodges, of Lewiston, against a lodge in Massachu
setts, for illegally conferring the degrees upon a res
ident of Lewiston, and were referred to the Com
mittee on Grievances and Appeals. 

CLO THI NG. 

Bro. ALBRO E. ' CHASE, for the Committee of Fi
nance, reported as follows: 

M"A SON IC HALL, POIlTLANn, May 4, ISD7. 
To the M. W. Grand L odge oj Maine. 

The Committee on Finance, to wl10m was referred the resolution on pa.ge 
65, proceedillgs of ISD6, directing them" to procure new cloth ing and jewels 
for the Officers of this Grand Lodge," etc., have attended to that duty and 
hope that their labor meets with your approval. 

Fraternally subm itted, 

EDWARD ~ HURXHAM , ' e . 
>- Olll1l1 lttee. 

ALRIW E. CUASE, • 

Report accepted. 

MILEAGlc. 

The same committee offered the following: 
MASONIC IrA LT., PORTLAND, May 4, 1897. 

To the M. W. Gmml L odge oj Maine. 
The Committee of Finance, who, in IS96, asked for furth er time to con

sider the qu~stion of mileage, would report that thc same conditions exist as 
existed in 1890, with the complication of several add itional lines of railroad 
and elec trics, and your committee would ask to have another year to com

plete the duty' assigned them. 
Fraternally submitted, 

EDWARD P . BURNHAM,} e . 
01l11mttee. 

ALBRO Eo CH ASE, 

Report accepted and furth er time granted. 

DUES. 

Bro. HENRY R. MILLETT offered the following, 
which was referred to the Committee of Finance : 
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Resolved, That Standing Regulation No. 22 be and hereby is 
repealed. 

At I r:45 the Grand Lodge was called from labor 
to refreshment until two P. M. 

--------- .. ----------

FIRST D Ay-AFTERNOON. 

MASONIC HALL, PORTLAND, 1 
Tuesday, May 4, r 897· ) 

The Grand Lodge vvas called froll1 refreshment to 
labor, at two o'clock. 

Bro. WILLIAM R. G. E ST ES offered the following, 
which was accepted and the recommendations were 
adopted : 

I N GRAND LODGE, POIlTLAND, May 4, 1897. 

To the ],f. W . Grand Lodge of Maine. 

Yonr Com mittee on Doings of Grand Officers have attend ed to their duty 
and submit the following report: 

We recommend that so mnch of the Grand Master's report as relates to 
charges be referred to the Committee on Grievances and Appeals. 

That the decisions of the Grand Master be referred to the Committee on 
Masonic Jurisprudence. 

That the careful attention of District Deputies and Masters of lodges be 
called to the recommendat ions of the Grand Master relat.ing to masonic con
ventions and the Grand Lecturer's services. 

That so much as relates to "jurisd iction after rejection" be referred to 
the Committee on Amendments to the Constitution. 

That so much as rehttes to the reports of District Deputies be re ferred to 
the Committee on Condition of the Frate\nity. . 

Your committee would fmther commend to the consideration of the craft 
the valuable services and instructive address of the Gral~d Master, and nnite 
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with all in making more practical, throughout this jurisdiction, his counsels 
and suggestions. 

Fraternally submitted, 

FRANK E . SLlmPER, } 

WM. It. G. ESTES, Cnmmittee. 
HENRY R. TA YJ.OR, 

WISCONSIN RELH:F PRf)POSITIO~. 

R. W. EDMUND B. MALLET, Grand Representative 
from Wisconsin, presented the proposition regarding 
Masonic Relief (reported upon last year, pages 67-7 I) 
and it was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Correspondence. 

LIBRAHY. 

Bro. CHASE reported as follows: 
MASONIC HALL, PonTLAND, May 4, 1807. 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge oj Maine. 
The Committee on Library would report that during the year they have 

had bound 130 volumes of Proceedings. Among thE-se are complete sets, 
from the time they began publishing in octavo form, of the Grand Lodge 
and the Supreme Grand Chapter of England. We have also supplied the 
Grand Lodge Library of England with a complete set of our Grand Chapter 
Proceedings, and completed its set of am Grand Lodge with the exception 
of 1857, for which the Grand Secretary is rliligently advertis ing. Bro. 
HENny SADLER, the English Grand Librarian, says that in his opinion, our 
Proceedings are about the best in the wodd, and he admires our style of 
binding, which is s imilar to his own . We have also filled out many gaps in 
our list, and been able to bind volumes which were waiting completion. 

On July 17th, we received the 125th anniversary volume of MMSachusetts 
Lodge, of Boston, 1770-1895, from SAMUEl. W. CREECH, Chairman. 

November 12th, the 100th anniversary volume of Washington Lodge, 
Roxbury, 1796-1896, from HERBERT F. MORSE, Master. 

January 12th, Kane Lodge Reception of ROBERT E. PEAI1\' and others, 
April 8, 1896. 

And the thanks of the Grand Lodge were returned to each of the donors 
by the Grand Secretary. 

A few Proceedings have been purchased during the year, and we would 
recommend that a sum not exceeding thirty dollars be placed at the dis
posal of the committee to purchase Proceedings during the comlllg year. ' 
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Your committee would also recommend that they have power given them 

to bind such sets of Proceedings as may be completed during the year. 

Your committee have not made any changes the past year in the library 

room by purchasing more shelving, but it must be done the coming year, 

and your com mittee, therefore, recommend that they have authority to pro

cUl'e such additional shelving as may be flecessary for the best interests of 

the library. 
Fraternal1y submitted, 

AUG. B. FAI{XHAM, ~ 
ALBRO E. CHASE, Committee. 
FRANK E. SLEEPER, 

Report accepted and recommendations adopted. 

Bro. SUMNER J. CHADBOURNE was appointed upon 
the Committee on Condition of the Fraternity, to fill 
a vacancy. 

IU.ECT ION. 

Three o'clock being the constitutional hour for 
election of Grand Officers, the ' Grand Master ap
pointed two committees to receive, sort and count 

Yotes, viz: 

1. HE~I{'y It. MrLLETT, VVILLIAM F. LORD, FRED \V. AD-

AM;;. 

II. JOHN W. BALLO ~, ALB~:RT M. AMES, FRED C. BAR

TON. 

These committees, having attended to their duties, 
reported the election of: 

JOSEI' ll A. LOCKE, Grand Master, Portland; 

"VINl'IELD S. CIIOATE, Deputy Grand Master, Augusta; 

AI.FRED S. KIMBALL, Senior Gmnd -Warden, Norway; 

ENOCH O. GREENLEAF, .Junior Grand Wart/en, Farm,ington; 
MARQ UIS F. KINO, Gran'Z Treasurer, POI;tland; 
STEPIIEN B~~RllY, Granlj Secj'etary, Portland. 

Committee of Finance-EDWARD P. B URNHAM, Saco; ALBRO E. CHASE, 

Portland; GEORGE R.. SHAW, Portland. 
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Trll,stees oj Charity Fund jor three years-EDwAIlD P. BUHN:[A~f, Saco; 
ARCH[E L. TALlJOT, Lewiston. 

'!'In AL OF A MASTER. 

On motion of Bro. DRUMMOND, 

Voted, That the Committee on Grievances and Appeals be a 
commission to hear evidence regarding HUGH McVIUGH, Master 
of Rising Sun Lodge, and report to Grand Lodge. 

PAYMENT OF PERMANENT MEMBERS. 

Bro. SUMNER ]. CHADBOURNE offered the follow

ing, which was referred to the Committee of Finance: 

Resolved, That the Grand Treasnrer be directed to pay each 

permanent member of the Grand Lodge in attendance at the 
ann\lal communication of the Grand Lodge, annually , the same, 
for attendance and mileage, as is paid delegates to the Grand 
Lodge. 

At 4:30 th e Grand Lodge was called from labor to 

refreshment until::! P. M. Wednesday. 

----- .. -----

SECOND DAy-AFTERNOON. 

, 
MASONIC HALL, PORTLAND, 

Wednesday, May 5, 1897. 

[he Grand Lodge was called from refreshment to 
labor at 2 P. M. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 

On motion of Bro. SLEEPER, 

Voted, That the Committee on Pay Roll be also a Committee 
on Leave of Absence. 
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GHA~ D LOD G E OF :lIfi CHI GAN. 

The following telegram was received: . 
COLDWATEH, MICHI GAN, May 4, 1897. 

T o ~TEI'HE1< 13,; ,tHY , Gmna i)ecretcu'y, "tIa8onic Temple. 

Thc Grand MasLer a nd Gra nd Secret a ry of Michigan send greeLings LO 

Lhe Grand Loctgc of Ma ine, assembling to day. May your shadow never 

g row less . 

J"; ... F,,;ltSO N S. CONO y[;lt, 

Grand i)ecretm·y. 

LOU B. WINSOR , 
Grana :Ma ster. 

Ordered, That it' be l'ecei ved and placed b n the records, and 

that it be aeknowledged, with a cordial apprecia tion of th e 
c01ll'tesy of tIl e Grand Lodge of Michi gan. 

The following reply was sent. 
P O RTLANO, May 5, 18!J7 . 

Tu J E ...... EH SON S. C01<()V [; H, Grand Secretary. 

Grand Lodge assembled rece ives congratula tions and cordially rec iprocates 

wiLh wa rmest g reetings. 
STEPHEN BERRY, Grana Secretary. 

E X E MPJ. ll?fCA T10N OJ!' WORK 

The Gr.and Master announced that the afternoon 
would be devoted to the exemplification of work. 

Grand Lecturer SLEEPER was invited to the East. 
H e explained that a working lodge composed of 
officers of Tranquil and Ancient Brothers' Lodges of 
Auburn, and A shlar and Rabboni Lodges of Lewis
ton, would exemplify the third degree. 

The working lodge entered, and assumed the sta
tions, Wor. Bro. GEORGE E. MCCANN, of Ancient 
Brothers' Lodge, presiding. 

The work of the Master Mason 's degree was given 
Jl1 an admirable manner, after which the working 
lodge retired. 
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The Grand Master assumed the East and heartily 
thanked Grand Lecturer SLEEPER and the brethren 
who presented the work. 

LOO]{OUT LODGI~ . 

Bro. TAYLOR presented the following: 

To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge oj Maine. 

'fhe members of Lookout Lodge, No. 131, F. & A: M., of Cutler, having 
by fire of last December lost their hall, furniture and other property, upon 
which there was a small insurance, respectfully represent, that it had for 
many years struggled to free itself from the burden of debt in curred by its 

. former building and furnishing, and now finds itself in straiteued circum
stances and without a masonic home, requiring assistance before it can 
again hope to secure a suitahle place for continuing its meetings, or resum
ing its labors. Wherefore, the brethren of said lodge solicit the aid of this 
Grand Lodge to the extent of remitting the Grand Lodge dues for the cur
rent year. 

Respectfully submitted, 

HERMETA lJ. DAVIS, Ma8ter oj Lookout Lodge. 

Voted, That the memorial be received and the request granted 
to the extent of remitting the dues for the current year, $12.80. 

PAY IWLL. 

Bro. KENNISTON reported that the Committee on 
Pay Roll had completed their duty and presented a 
schedule. 

The pay-roll was accepted and payment ordered. 

The Grand Lodge was then called from labor to 
refreshment until 9 A. M. Thursday. 
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THIRD D Ay-MORNING. 

MASONI C HALL, PORTLAND, 

Thursday, May 6, r897. 

The Grand Lodge was called from refreshment to 
labor at 9 ' A. M. 

COXU ITIO N OF THE F]{A.'rJ<: ]{NfTY. 

Bro. HOWARD D. SMITH presented the following: . , 
' IN GI!AND LODG£, May 0, IH97. 

To tlte M. W. Granel Lodge oj .MeLine. 

Your Committee on Condition of the Fraternity have attended to their 
duties, and beg leave to report: 

We have examined the reports of the District Deputy Grand Masters, and 
find that general prosperity prevails. There are a few points to which we 
call attention: 

1st. Collection of dues. While the reports show that dues are fairly 
well collected, yet there are a few lodges which show a large amount due 
from their members, and these are the lodges which are in the poorest con· 
dition generally. The financial affairs 'of a lodge must be managed in a 
business-like wanner or the lodge will be a failure. We believe it to be the 
duty of District Deputies to examin e the financial methods of lodgps as 
carefully as they do the work. 

2d. We believe that candidates should be examined in open lodge before 
advancement. - This is already the practice of many of our best lodges, 
and should be the custom of all. 

;-ld. The conventions of the Grand Lecturer have been of great benefit to 
the Order, aDd should be continued, and especial attention should be given 
by District Deputies and by lodge officers to attend those conventions. 

Hespectfully submitted, 

H. R. TA. ¥LOR, f 
H. D. SMITH, Cotnmiltee. 
S .. J. CHADBO URN];;, 

Th.e report was accepted. 
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G ltTEVA NCES AND APPEALS. 

Bro. CHARLES I. COLLAMORE submitted the fol1ow-

lIlg: 

l'OIlTLANJ), ]\Illty G, 1897. 
To the j\{. W. Gmnd Lodge of 1Ilaine. 

The Committee 011 Grievances and Appeals respectfully presents the fol 
lowing report: 

1. ·In the case of Yorkshire Lodge, No. 110, Nonh Berwick, aga inst 

CHARLI>S O. DURGIN, wherein Bro. CIIAS. O. DURGIN was suspend cd from 

all the rights and benefits of Masonry for one year from May 22, ]806, we 
recommend the passage of the following: 

Resolved, That the doings of Yorkshire Lodge, in this malter, be approved 
and confirmed. 

2. In the case of Delta Lodge, No. 153, at Lovell, against ERXEST H. 
NASON, we recommend the passage of the following: 

Resulved, That the doings of Delta Lodge, No. 153, in expelling .EHNEST 

H. NASON from all the rights and benefits of Masol11'Y, be approved 
and confirmed. 

3. In the case of Hermon Lodge, No. 32, at Gardiner, against GEOIlGI, 

H. SAG Ell, we r"commend the passage of the following: 
Resolved, That the doings of Hermon Lodge, No. 32, in expelling GEORGI> 

R. SAGER, from all the rights anci benefits of Masol11'Y, be approved 
and confirmed. 

4. In the case of Bar Harbor Lodge, No. 185, at Bar Harbor, against 

G EOHG E L. BAHHows, we recommend the passage of the following: 

Resulved, That the doings of Bar Harbor Lodge, No. ]85, in expelling 

GEOHGE L. BAHHows from all the rights and benefits of Masol1l'Y, be 

approved and confirmed. 

5. In the case of Pythagorean Lodge, No. 11, at Fryeburg, against IIENIlY 

Y. S. OSGOOD, we recommend the passage of the following: 
Resolved, That the doings of l'ythagorean Lodge, No. 11, in expelling 

I-hNHY Y. S. OSGOOD from all the rights and benefits of Masonry, be 

approved and confirmed. 

Iii the matter of th" petition of Asylum Lodge, No. 1311, at Wayne, for 
the restoration of LUTlIl>lt W. FILl,I>BHOWN, we recommend tllfl passage of 

the following: 
Resolved, That LUTlIEH W. :FILLEBHOWN, who wassuspellded from all the 

rights and benefits of Masonry in ]868, be hereby restored. 
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In the matter of the protest of Ashlar Lodge, No. 105, and Habboni 
J,odge, No. 150, at Lewiston, against the conferring of the degrees in Mas

sachusetts upon one FHANK W. DANA, it having been satisfactorily shown to 
us that he was a citizen and resident of Lewiston, and that his family re
sidpd there at the time, we recommend tbe passage of the following: 

Hesolver.i, That the said .FllANK W. DANA be debarred from all masonic 
rccogniLion within this state. 

Fraternally submitted, 

C. 1. COLLAMOl{E, } 

JOS. M. HAYES, Committee. 
EDWARD P. BURNHAlIf, 

The report was accepted, and the recommenda
tions were severally adopted. 

Bro. COLLAMORE further reported : 
PORTLAND, May 6, 1807. 

To the araml LO~[Je oj l'rIaine. 
The Grand Lodge voted May 4th that the Committee on Grievances and 

Appeals be a cummission to investigate, in the naDle of the errand Lodge, 
the case of Bro. HUGIl MCVEIGH, W. M. of Hising Sun Lodge, No. 71, at 
Orhtnd, against whom charges of un masonic conduct had been filed, and 
whom the Grand Mastel' had suspended from his office, placing tbe lodge in 
charge of the Senior Warden. 

The commission Ulet on Wednesday morning at 10 o'clock. 
Bro. J. M. HAYES was appointed to take the minutes of the tesLimony in 

the case. 
Bro. E. '1'. BUHNHA)1 was appointed to represent Bro. MCVEIGH. 
The charge was read, No.1-
The certified copy of the charge which was sent by the Grand Master to 

the Secretary of Rising Sun Lodge, to b~ served upon HUGH MCVEIGH, was 
retlll'lled to us, with the following endorsement: 

"HANCOCK, S8. ORLAND, March 27, 1897. 

The residence of IluGH McVEIGH not being known to me, I have there
fore been unable to serve him, as directed, with an attested copy of the 
within. 

(Signed,) • H. P . HARHIMAN, 
Secretary oJ lUsing Sun Lodge, No. 71." 

HUGH MCVEIGH having left his home, and no one in the town knowilig 
his address, lIO service except the above was made. 

The cODlmission then proceeded to hear testimony, in the following order, 

as per sheets suilmitted herewith, numbered two, three, four and five. 
16 G. L. 
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After a full hearing of all tbe evidence produced, and mature deliberatioll 
thereupon, it was ordered, adjudged and decreed by tbe commission, that 
the said HUGH MCVEIGH is guilty of the cbarge alleged, against him, and 
we therefore recommend tbat he be expelled from all tho rights and benehts 
of Masonry. 

C HAS. 1. COLLAMO[{E, ~ 
JOSEPH IH. HAYES, CUlllmissioJler.~. 

EDWARD P. BURNHAM, 

The report was accepted and the recommendation 

adopted. 

The committee further recommended, and it was 

Voted, That the necess(try expenses of Bros. HARIUl\lA:-< and 

CO'1''1'O:-< be paid on approval by the Committee of Fimmce. 

DISPENSATfONS AND CHARTERS. 

Bro. TALBOT submitted the following: 

PORTLA~U, MAY 0, 1897. 

Tp the M. W. Grwul LodUe oj Ma'ine. 

The Committee on Dispensations and Charters have carefully considered 
the matters referred to tbem and respectfnlly present the folic wing report. 

In tbe matter of the pe.tition of Master Masons, residents of Stratton and 
vicinity, for a charter for new lodge at Stratton to be named Mt. Bigelow 
Lodge, we find tbat the petitioners have not the recommendation of all 
tbe lodges whose jurisdiction would be effected tbereby, as required by Sec
tion 63 of tbe Constitution, and tbat tbe situation remains tbe same as last 
year, when a similar petition of Mt. Bigelow Lodge, u. v., for a charter was, 
after a very full hearing, refused by the Grand Lodge. We recommend 
tbat the petitioners have leave to withdraw. 

In the matter of the petition of Master Masons, residents of Sullivan and 
vicinity, for a dispensation for a new lodge at Sullivan, to be named Sull i
van Lodge, we find that the pet itioners bave the recommendation of the 
District Depnty Grand Master within whose district the petitioners reside, 
and the following lodges, Bar Harbor, No. 185, Bar Harbor, Winter Har
bor, No. 192, Winter Harbor, and Lygonia, No. 40, Ellsworth. Esoteric, 
No. 159, of Ellsworth, alone of all the lodges whose jurisdiction would be 
affected, withholdil/g such I'ecollllllelldatioll. Your committee, aftel' a most 
thorough examination, consider tlw recommendation of Esoteric Lodge to 
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be " unreasonably withheld" and recommend that the prayer of the peti
tionel'S be granted. 

III the matter of the petition of Blazing Star Lodge, No. 30, of Rumforrl, 
located at Humford Falls the past year by permission of the Grand Lodge, 
that the place of meetings of said lodge be permanently establi~hed at 
Humford Falls, where the meetings are now held, instead of Rumford Center, 
where the meetings were formerly held, also petitions of Master Masons, 
residents of Rumford Falls and vicinity, for the same, we find as follows: 
The petitioners have !,he sanction of the District Deputy Grand Mister of 
the district where said lodge is situated, and the qualified approval of the 
nearest lodge, King I-liram, of Dixfield, the qualification being that the 
juri~dictiol1 shall not thereby be changed. While su~h permanent location 
would not affect the jurisdiction of either lodge in its own town it would 
affcct the jurisdiction of King Hiram Lodge, in the adjacent town of Mexico. 

The prosperity of Blazing Star Lodge, at Rumford Falls, has demon
strated the wisdom of the Grand Lodge in permitting it to hold meetings 
there, and the need of a lodge at Rumford Falls is clearly established. A 
new lodge there would be the ruin of Bhvting Star Lodge in its former loca
tion, and the loss of Mexico to l(ing Hiram in Dixfield. Believing that the 
greatest good to the largest number, and the interest of the craft as a whole 
Rhould be cOllsidered in determining such matters, the approva:l of the 
nearest lodge ill this case, therefore, is deemed to be " unreasonably with
held." Your comm"ittee recommend that the praY!lr of the petitioners be 
granted. Fraternally submitted, 

A. L. TALBOT, } 
EDMUND B. MALLETT, Committee" 
HUGH R. CHAPLIN, 

The report was accepted and the several recom
mendations were adopted. 

JJISTOI~Y. 

Bro. KIMBALL presented the following, which was 
accepted: 
To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine. 

Your Committee on the I-lislor.vof Masonry in Maine are obliged to re
port less progress than expected, early in the year. We have received in print, 
tile history of York Lodge, NQ. 22, from 1865 to 1896, and of Asylum Lodge, 
No. 1il3, heretofore reported in manuscript, from the date of its organiza
tion in 1865 to 1895. Also in manuscript that of Ocean Lodge, No. 142, 
from organization in 1867 to 1897. The last named i. to be printed, and 
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several others are in an advanced state of preparation and will undoubtedly 
be completed during the coming masonic year. 

Respectfully subm itted, 

AL~'ltED S. lO:MBA LL, ~ 
CRAHI,ES w .. TO~ES, 

JUIUSPltUDENCE. 

Bro. DRUMMOND reported as follows : 

CO llill' W ee. 

h GRAND L OVG B OF MAI!'B, l\1ay (j, 18D7. 

The COlllmittee on Masonic Jurispmdence, to which was refelTed the 
decisions anuounced last year, have considered the same and ask le,we to 
report. 

To save the trouble of referring back to the decisions in former Procecd
ings, we embody the substance of each decision in this report. 

1. After the acceptanp-e of a candidate aud before his initiation, objec
tion was made to him. Under our law, this objection was eljuivalent to a 
rejection by ballot. It was the Master's duty to announce it to the lodge 
and the Secretary's to record it; but the Secretary failed to do so; this fail·· 
ure did not affect the rejection; and the Grand Mastel' properly directed 
that the fact should be noted on the record as made by his ord er: aud the 
future proceedings must be the same as if the objection was properly re-
corded. \ 

2. In refusing permission to a lodge to take a cand idate to a District 
Convention outside of its jurisdiction, for the purpose of having the degrees 
conferred, the Grand Mastel' clearly acted within the powers conferred on 
him, in this respect, by the constitution . We believe that his action was em
inently wise. To grant the authority would have been to empowcr a special 
meet.ing of the lodge to be held away from home, the hour of holding which 
would have been more 01' less uncertain, and which many members of the 
lodge would not have attended. The making; of a Illason is of. so much im
portance to the fraterllity, that none of the safeguards thrown around it by 
our laws to prevent the admission of the unworthy, should be neglected. It 

should never be done save by a lodge, in its own hall , and according to the 
ancient usage, save for extraordinary and pressing reasons. 

3. A member of a Canadian lodge desired to become a llIember of a 
Maine lodge. It does not appeal' why be llid not procure and present a 
dimit. Upon referring the matter to the M. W. Grand Master of Canada, 
he stated that under the masonic law of Canada, a mason may be a llIem

bel' of more than one lodge, al.d there was nothing to prevent the Maine 
lodge's receiving the petition, and our M. 'N. Grand Master dec ided that it 
could be received. This was undoubtedly correct, but under the law of this 
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Grand Lodge, we do not see how he coulrl actually become a member of a 
• Maine lodge until he should produce a dimit (or its equivalent) from the 

Canadian lodge. While there is no express provision in our Constitutioll 
1.hat a mason cannot be a member of more than olle lodge, such has been 
the practice in this, in common with almost every Gmnd Jurisd iction in this 
cou lltry. Section 113, Par. III of our Constitution, seelDS to assume this.* 

4. "Question. Is it in accordance with the teachings of Masonry, to 
allow the introduction of intoxicating liquors into a hall or apartments that 
havc been solomllly dedieated to the purposes of Freemasonry?" 

Your commi ttee repeat the forcible language of the Grand Master, ex
pressing the wish that every mason in the state would keep it always in 
mind. 

"Answer. It most certainly is not in accordance with the principles of 
our order. Temperance is one of the fOllr Cardinal Virtues, and we are 
taught that it shoul(\ be the constant practice of every mason. We should 
exercise at all times the greatest care never to place temptation before a 
brother mason. The strongest may fall, and the weak will be sure to fall. 
Let us banish, therefore, at all times from anI' Illasollic halls intoxicating 
liqnor8 alld everything that will cause our brother to err." 

5. In relation to Hiram A biff Lodgp., the commi ttee recommend that the 
Grand Lodge, by formal vote, declare the status of the members of that lodge 
to be that the action of the Grand Lodge in revoking the charter of Hiram 
A bill' 13ft its members unaffiliated masons in good stalldinp:. 

Fraternally submitted, 

.JOSIAH H. DRUMl\10N I), t 
l\lAl:QUI S 1<'. KING, ( COII/1ltitt~e . 

HORA CE 1[ . BU]{BANK, ) 

Report accepted and recommendations adopted. 

Permission was given to the committee to report 
next year on subjects referred to them, but not in
cluded in this report. 

].'TVE CENT TAX. 

Bro. ALBRO E. CHASE presented the following: 
MASONI C HALr., POIlTI.Alm, May 6, 18!li. 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of ~Maine. 
Your Committee' of Finance, to whom was referred the resolution to re· 

peal Standing Regulation No. 22, which has for its purpose th~ annual tax of 

~ NOTR.-This question did not arise practically, for the party did not apply for membership . 
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five cents additional to the regular dues payable to this Grand Lodge, .have 
given the matter careful attention and would report as follows: 

The average income of this Grand Lodge for the past ten years has been 
about $6,300.00. The tax of five cents amounts to about $1,100 per year 
during the same time. If this tax is remitted the income of this Grand 
Lodge wonld be reduced to $5,200.00. Now the average expenditures have 
been about $5,500 each year. Extraordinary expenses have brought up the 
average to nearly. '5,800 per year. Should this five cent tax, so called, be re
moved your Grand Lodge would hardly be able to pay its average usnal ex
penditures. Your committee are entirely in sympathy with the proposed 
repeal, but froll1 a financial standpoint must recommend that the resolution 
do not have a pasRage. 

Fraternally submitted, 

EDWAl~D p. BURNHAM, 1 Committee. 
ALBRO E. CHASE, r 

Report accepted and recom mendation adopted. 

TO PAY PERMANENT MEMBERS. 

Bro. CHASE further reported: 
MASONIC HALL, PORTLAND, May 6, 1897. 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge oj Maine. 
YonI' Committee of Finance, to whom was referred the resolution to pay 

to the permanent members of this Grand Lodge who may be in attencl:tnce 
at its sessions, a mileage and per diem, Ii ave considered the subject matter 
and report that in view of the fact that many representatives of the lodges 
are nrging the removal of tile tax of five ('ents and are asking that the ex
penditures of 'this Grand Lodge may be rednced to such a limit as to allow 
this to be clone, your committee recommend that the resolution do not have 
a passage. Fraternally subm itted, 

EDWAltD P. BU1{NHAM, } C ·tt 
011tnn ee. 

ALBRO E. CHASE, 

Report accepted. 

Bro. DRUMMOND moved that the resolution referred 
to the committee be substituted for the recommenda
tion of the committee. 

Bro. MI"LLETT moved that the whole matter be laid 
upon the table until next year, which was rejected. 
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The resolution was then substituted for the recom
mendation of the committee and was adopted. 

AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

Bro. CHASE then submitted the following: 
I move the following amendment to Sec. 85 of Article V, by stri king out 

the word" fifteen" in said section, and inserting the worrl "twenty," so 
that the section, as amended, may read: 

SEC. 85. Each lodge shall pay annually towards the support of the Grand 
Lodge twenty cents each for all of its members, including honorary mem
bers and those absent from the state, and two dollars for every candidate 
initiated. Each lodge shall be entitled to receive as many diplomas from 
the Grand Lodge as they make Master Masons. And no dues will be re
mitted, unless upon petition of the lodge and the rep<:rt of a committee of 
the Grand Lodge thereon. 

The amendment was entertained, and referred to 
the Committee on Amendments to the Constitution. 

REPOI{1' ON FfNANCE AND APl'IWPRTATIONS. 

Bro. CHASE' reported the following: 

MASONIC HALL, PORTLAND, May 6, 18l}7. 
To the M. tV. Grand Lodge oj Maine. 

The Committee of Finance have performed the duty required of them in 
exam ination of the bills against this Grand Lodge, in auditing the accollllts 
of the Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary, and in inspecting the records 
of t.he 'Grand Secretary. In all particulars we finrl the acconnts correct, 
properly avouched for, and the affairs of the Grand Lodge in good concli- ,. 
tion. 

The receipts tor the past year have been as follows: 
May [;, 1896. Cash in several Savings Banks, .... . . .. $6,201.24 

Cash in Portland National Rank, ....... 5, W2.51 

Receipts for the year, . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . 6,SI1. [;3 
---- $16,70[;.28 

Transferred during the year to Charity 
Fund, ............................. $4, 160.84 

Cash paid year's expenses, ........... o,16S.0n 
Cash deposited in Portland National Rank, 

(Savings Dept.,) .................. ' .' 1,082.42 
Cash to new account, ............ . ... . 5,298.07 

--- $16,705.28 
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Your committee omit a statement of the property in the Charity Fund , 
inasmuch as the Grand Treasurer has submitted a detailed account thereof 
in his report; the amount is (il31,4I)S.05. 

Your comm ittee submit the fo llowing recommendatiolls: 
1. That for compensation for their services for the year ellding May 1, 

1898, there to be paid to th e foll owing officers the fo llowing amollnts: 
To the Chairman Committee ·on Correspondence, ...... ... ........ ;:) 100.00 
To the Grand Lecturer,. . . . . . .. ... . .. .. .... . ... .. ....... . . . .... 21).00 
To t he Grand Treasurer,. . . . . . .. .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ... .. ..... 2GO.00 
out of which sum the Grand Treasurer shall furnish a satisfactory bond of 
a surety company. 

2. That the amount deposited in Portlalld National Bank (Sav ings De
partment) be transferred to the Charity Fund. , 

Fraternally submitted, 

EDWAI~D P. B URNHAM, t CO lllm i ttee. 
AI.BRO E . CHASE, \ 

R eport accepted and r ecommendations adopte d. 

Th e Grand Treasure r's r e port was then acce pted. 

INSTALLATION AND APPOINTMENTS. 

P ast Grand Master J OSIAH H. DRUMMOND was 

call e d t o the East, and Grand Maste r F ARN II AM pre

sented hi s successor , M. 'vV. J OSEP H A. LOCKE, who 

was ins tall e d, pray.er being offe r ed by the Rev. J OHN 

GIBSON, Grand Chaplain. 

Th e Grand Master mad e th e following a nn o unce

m e nt: 

I establish a new ])istrict, No. 25, and the lodges constituting the same 
are as follows: 

UO Monument, Houlton , .... . . ......... . ... . . Taken from District No. 1 

197 Aroostook, Bla ine,. . . ... . . . ... . . . . " 1 
98 Katahdin, Patten,. ... . . . . . . . . . .. .. .... . . " 20 

WI) Molunkus, Sherman Mills, . ... . . . .. ... ... . " 20 

H e th e n proclaimed his appointed officers, as fol

lows : 
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R.W. CUARLES D. S.\I rrll , Gor. Gmntl Secretary, Portland. 

lIERBE!!T S . SLEEPEH, D. D. G. M . 1st Dist. Washburn. 

WALTE!! F. BIlAlIISU, 2(.l Eastport. 

G. HAIlRIS ]<'OSTER, 3d Machias. 

EO\VAHO F. DAVJES, 4th .. Castine. 

TIIOi\lAS J. PEAKS, 5th CharlestOII . 

AL!!ERT • J. DI1RGIN, Gill Orono . 

Al.llEIlT W. 'VAllO, nil Thorndike. 

JAMES Eo WENTWORTII, 8th Searsport. 

.TAMES M. SMITH, 9th St. George. 

"VALTER E. CLARK, Imh Waldoboro. 

LEn E. .JONES, 11th Winthrop. 

FIlANKJ.IN ,VA LKER, 1.'Jth " Waterville. 

TTEHMAN" W. S. J....IO'·EJO'·, 13ih Fairfield. 
ROJlI' R'J' W. GARB, 14th Bowdoinham. 

.THIES II. HOWES, 15ih New Sharon. 

ARTUUR C. RI C KEH , IGih Bryant's Ponel. 

FHANKJ.IK R. RRDLON, 17th Portland . 

• JAMES C. AVlm, 18th " Cornish . 

ISAAC I'. Gooc u , 1.9th Kennebunkp't. 

EDWIN A. REED, 20ih North Lee. 
EZHA. G. MA SON, .'!l .• t Mt. D eRel't. 
.JOllN II. S II l':l'IIEIlI), .'!3d. Corinna . 
FnANK H. nEXTER, .'!3!.l Springvale . 

\ 
FREOEHfCK G. PAYNE , 24th Lewiston. 

J. FHANK BIlYSOK, {1 [jth Uoulton. 

W. & Rev. MARTYN SIJ~IMKHBEJ.L. Gmnd Chaplain, Lewiston. 

ELMER F. PEMBEn, Bangor. 

JOliN H. CJ.IFFOHD, Deering. 

CUARLES A. IrA YDEN, Angusta. 

.JOIIN GmsoN, C. Elizabeth. 

,VOODIlUHY P. MERIlIr.r., Berwick. 

W. W~1. J. BURNHAM, Marshal, Lewiston. 

Hur:u R. CHAPLIN, Senior D eacon, Bangor. 

. JAMES E. PAIlSONS, Junior Deacon, Ellsworth . 

.JA c on R. STEWART, Steward, Rockland. 

eliAS. W. CIlOSH Y, Kent's Hill. 

EDWIN A. POIl'l'Ell, Pittsfield. 

WM. A. HEMICK, Bucksport. 

W~1. N. HOWE, Sword Bearer, Portland. 

ISAAC N. HUIlD, Siandar(l " Kittery. 

WAt. O. Fox, PU1'suivant, Portland. 
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ALBERT M. A~IES, 

FRANK E. SLEEPEIl , 

WALTER S. SMITH, 

WARREN O. CARSEY, 

Grand Pur~uivant, 
Lecturer, 
Organist, 
Tyler, 

[May, 

Stockton Sp'gs. 

Sabattns. 

Portland. 

Portland. 

The remaining Grand Officers, elected and ap
pointed, were presented and installed, and proclama

. tion was made, after which the Grand Master assumed 
the East. 

Bro. STEPHEN BERRY offered the following, which 
was unanimously adopted. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Gl'and Lodge are retul'l1ed 
to M. VV-. Past Grand Master AUGUSTUS B. FARNITAM for the 
faithful manner in which he has discharged the duties of h:s 
high office, and for the unvarying ki·ndliness which has charac
terized all his dealings with the craft. 

The Grand Master appointed th e following 

STANDING CI)1I1M ITTEES. 

On Cre· lentials. 
'V~f. N. HOWE, FRED W. ADAMS, FIlAN C IS L. TALBOT. 

On Grievances and Appeals . 
CHABLES I. CO LLAMOIlE, JOSEPH M. HAY~:S, EDWARD P. BURNHAM. 

On Publication . 
.FESS~:NDEN I. DAY, SAMUEL L. MILLER, 'V. S COTT SIIOIlEY. 

On History. 
FlUNK E. SLEEPEIl, S~MNEIl J . CHADBOUIlNE, CIIAI!LES W. JONES. 

On Dispensations and Charters. 
A UGUSTUS B. FARN:1AM, ARC HIE L. TALBOT, EDMOND B. MALLETT . 

On Amendments to the Cunstitution. 
EDWARD P. BUIlNHAM, W~r. R G. ESTES, ALDEN M. WETIIEIlBEE. 

On Masonic Jurisprudence. 
JOSIAH H. DUUMMOND, MAUQUIS F. KING, HORACE H. BUIlBANK. 

On Foreign Correspondence. 
JOSIAH H. DIl UlUlOND, EDWARD P. BURNIIAar, ALBRO E. CHASE. 
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On Condition oj the Fraternity . 
HE~RY n. TAYLOR, HOWARn D. SMITH, ALBERT M. PgNLEY. 

On Library. 

JOSEI'll A. L OC I,E, (ex-officio ) ALuno E. Cll ASE, FR~NK E. SLEEPER. 

Un Transportation. 

STEPIlEN BERln' , ,V. FREEMAN I~OHD, DAnD 'V. C.UIPB ELlh 

On Uetul'ns. 
STEPHEN BERRY, M(JSES TAIT, JAMES H. 'VITHERELL. 

AM I'NDMEi'\T.~ TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

Bro. EDWARD P. BURNHAM submitted the follow-
lI1g: 

GIUNll LODGE OF MAINE, May 6,1897. 

The Committee on Amendmen ts to the Constitution, to whom has been 

committed that p0rtion of Grand Master FA HNllAM'S arldress relating to a 

change of Sectioll UO of the Constitlltion, which reads: "No candidate whose 
application ma:y be rejected by a lodge, shall be in itiated in any IOllge under 

this jurisdiction other than the one which rejected him, except after fil'e 

years from such rejection, unless the lodge recommend him to another 

lodge by a unanimous vote," have considered the same, and submit the fol

lowing amendment: 
That the constitution be amended by adding the following to the first 

clause of Section !lO: 

"Provided, howe,er, that if the candidate shall, at the end of five years 

from such rejection, be a resident within the jurisdiction of the rejecting 

lodge, consent shall be granted unless there are more than three negative 

ballots. " 
So that said. section as amended shall read as follows: 

"SEC. \JR. No candidate, whose application maybe rejected by a lodge, 
shall be initiated in any lodge under this jurisdictiou other than the olle 

which rejected him, except after five years from such rejection, unless the 

lodge recommend him to another lodge by a unanimolls vote-the vote to be 

taken by the secret ballot; p'l'ovidecl, however, that if the candidate shall, at 

the end of five years from such rejection, be a resident within the jurisclic

tion of the rejecting lodge, consent shall be granted unless there are more 

than three negative ballots. And if any mason knowingly assist, or recom
mend for initiation, to any lodge whatever, any candiclate rejected as afore

said, except as above provided, such mason shall be expelled from the in-

stitution. " Fraternally submitted, 

EDWARD P. BURNHAM,} c' .' omlmttee. 
A. M. WF,l.'HERBE1<~, 

• 
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Report accepted, and amendment entertained and 
referred to the Committee on Amendments to the 
Constitution. 

Bro. BURNHAM further reported: 
MASONIC HALL, PORTLAND, May 6, 1897. 

\ 

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine. 
The Committee 011 Amen(lments to the Constitution report, that there is 

before them the amendment on page 6fl, proceedings of 1891i, ofIered by 

Bro. LOCKE, relative to Grand Lecturers. YonI' committee would recolll

mend that the further consideration of the amendment be indefinitely post · 

poned. 

EDWARD P. BURNHAM,} COlllmittee. 
A. M . WRTHEIWlm, 

Report accepted and recommendation adopted. 

UN FINISHED RUSINESS. 

Bro. JOSEPH M. HAYES submitted the following re
port, which was accepted: 

GRAND LODGE OF MAINE, 

MASONIC HALf" PORTLAND, May G, 1897. 
The Committee on Unfinished Business report, that so far as our knowledge 

extends, the various committees have attended to all matters placed in their 

hands by the Grand Lodge. Fraternally submitted, 

JOS. M. HAYES, t 
A. L. ~ALBOT, ( Committee. 
A. C. 'rHOS. KINO, ) 

The minutes were then read and approved, and at 
12: I 5 the Grand Lodge was closed. 

Attest: 

Grand Secretary. 
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OF 

FIRST DISTRICT. 

To M. W. Au(;. B. FARNHAM, 

Grand Master of the Grand Ladue uf Maine. 

I herewith present my second annual report as D. D. G. M. of the First 

Masonic District. 
There are two lodges in the district which owing to unavoidable circum

sta,nces I have been unable to visit, although I had made appointments to 
visit the·]1. I witnessed work in both these lodges the previous year, and 
have talked with several of the ir officers, and am satisfied of their good con
dition. 

I am glad to report a Illore general uniformity and correct work than the 

preceding year, This iR due largely to the efforts of the Grand Lecturer at 
the convention held at Presque Isle, at which all the lodges in the district 
were represented with one exception. This lodge I lJave recently visited 
and gi ven the sallle plan of work as our instructions there receiver!. 

I regret to report a slight falling off in membership in this district, whi ch 
is not due to any lack of interest, but to the dp.pressing financial conditions 
at present existing; there have been an unusual number suspended for nou
payment of dues, and there has, also, been rather less work done. 

It seems to me that one serious drawback, and one, too, which I had pre
se nted to the lodges the preceding year, in our work, is that candidates do 
not prepare themsel ves as they ough t in the work of the degrees before ad
vancing, whereas, if they did, better mas0!1s and more proficient work 
would result. 
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The lodges in the district with one, 0 1' possibly two exceptions, are in good 
financial condition, and these exceptions are due to a I,\xity of the prope l' 
officers in collp-cting the dues. 

In one of these lodges there are memhers whose dues have not been paid 
for twenty years, which fault is due largely to the neglect in not collecting, 
as the members are amply able to pay. 

Thanking you, M. W. Grand Master, for my rp.-appointm ent and the 
brethren of the lodges in the district for their kinrlesses and courtesies ex
tended to me, 

I am yours truly and fratel'llally, 
A. D. SA WYEH, D. D. G. M. 1st X . D. 

Fort Fairfield, Me., )1arch 24 , 1807. 

SECOND DISTRICT. 

To M. W. A UGUSTU S B. FARNnA)I, 
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Maine. 

I herewith submit my second annual report as District Dep\lty Grand 
Master of the Second Masonic District. 

My first official act was on Jun e 15th , when 1 granted permission to 
Lewy' s Island Lodge, No. 138, at Prin.ceton, to appear in public at divine 
worship, on Sunday, June 28th, in commemoration of the eminent Christian 
Patron of Freemasonry, "St. J ohn the Baptist." 

On Wednesday eve, Oct. 21st, visited the above lodge. On account of a 
severe ra in storm the attendance was not large, but quite satisfactory consid
ering the inclemency of the weather. 

Work on the Secon(l degree was conferred in a creditable manner by W. 
Bro. CIIADBOUUNE. 

The fraternal and financial condition of this lodge is equally as good as 

in former years. 
Wednesday, Nov. 11th, attended a Lodge of Instruction at Portland , 

Grand Lecturer SL EEl'E U presiding. 
Wednesday, Nov. 18th, at Lubec, witnessed work on the Third degree by 

Washington Lodge. The same zeal, and correctness of wo;'k, which has 
ever characterized this lodge, was manifest. Attendance good. Records 
well kept, and financial condition equal to last report. The dign ified de
meanor of officers and members is worthy of imitation. 

Friday, December 4th, the 9th al1l~ual cOllvention of the several lodges in 
this district tuet with St. Croix Lodge, No. 4ti, at Calais. Every lodge was 
well represented and about tw~ hundred delegates reported present. Called 
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to ordtlr at 2.30 P . ~l. The Entered Apprentice Degree was exelllplified by 
Lewy's Island Lodge, No. 138, of Princeton, the Fellow Craft degree was 
conferred by Washington Lodge, No. 37 , of Lubec, and the Mastel' Mason's 
degrce by St. Croix Lodge, No. 46, of Calais. The usual liumber of 
que~t i ons were asked, and suggestions made as at previous cOllven tions, and 
to all who were present, the great value of these conventions became the 
more apparent. The members of St. Croix deserved the well earned vote of 
thanks which t he convention passed. As a whole this meeting stands as 
one of the most beneficial in masonic light, of any yet held. Voted to meet 
at Princeton next .June. My official visit to St. Croix was made on this oc
casion. 

Arranged to meet with Crescent Lodge, at Pembroke, at stated commun
ication (or fi rst. Wednesday) in April, bllt in consequence of an attack of 
la grippe at the time appointed, confining me to the house for a week, was, 
much to my regret, obliged to cancel the arrangement. However, from sub
seqllent interviews with lllembers, I learn that every thing is moving along 
as usual. There is no work on hand, but the financial aud fraternal rela
tions are equal to last year. 

Eastern Lodge, No.7, my masonic home, has been regularly attended. 
My frequent interviews with W. Bro. H,uvKEs has rendered an "official " 
wholly unnecessary. 

In closing permit me to say, that throughout the district peace and 
harmony prevail. Every lodge is well officered, and considering the de
presscd condition of business our work is quite satisfactory. 

Again thank ing you for the hOllor you have conferred upon me by this 
appointment, and hop ing my successor may receive eqllal courtesies as has 
been my lot to enjoy for the past two years from the brethren of the district, 

I am very truly yours, 
WALTER F. BRADISH, D. D. G. M. 20. M. D. 

THIRD DISTRICT. 

To M. W. AUGUST US B. FAUN IlAll, 

Gmnd Mctster of the Grand Lodge of Maine. 

I have the honor herewith to submit the annual report for the Third 
Masonic District. I have visited each lodge once during the year. 

J anuary l~th, I visit.ed Warren Lodge, at East Machias, and witnessed 
work in the First degree, which was done very nicely; the officers were all 
very prompt in their duties. After the degree was worked the lodge was 
closed and a Master Mason's lodge was opened, and I then proceeded to in-
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stall the officers with the assistance of Past Master Ol3lm, of Warrr.n Lodge. 

Their dues were well collected and their financial standing is good; records 

very neatly kept. 

January 25th, I visited Pleiades Lodge, at Millbridge, and publicly in

stftlled their officers: did not witness any work: the records are very neftLly 

kept. I was ftssisted in the installation by Bro. 'V. L. PitA Y, as Gmnd 

Marshal. After the installation, they had a fine colltttion prepared by the 

ladies, after which we again went to the lodge room and enjoyed ourselves 

with pleasant games and social intercourse. 

January 26th, I visited Narraguagus Lodge, at Cherryfield, a nd publicjy 

installed officers, assisted by Past D. D. G. Master WINGATE, of Narmguftgus, 

ftS Grand Marshal. Their dues are very well collected, and their records , 

are neatly k ept. After installation, we were invited to a firre turkey supper 

served by the ladies, v,'here we found plenty to eat and smiling faces. 

January 29th, I publicly installed the officers of Jonesport Lodge, assisted 

by 1'. M. RUMERY actillg as Marshal. The officers were installed in their 
new hall. Jonesport has a fine hom e now, and I think that they are justly 

proud of it. Their records are well kept, and their dues are fairly well col

lected, thanks to Bro. H, A. MANSFIELD, who gets right after the forgetful 

ones. I think there ' is no troubl,e but what this lodge will do good work. 

February 1st, I visited Harwod Lodge, at Machias, and installed the offi

cers. The installation was held in their old hall ; their new one not yet be

ing completed. I was assisted with the installation by 1'. M, BRYANT, of Har

wood Lodge, as Gmnd Marshal. Past Grand Master TAYLOH was present 
and made some very appropriate remarks. Their records are well kept and 

their dues well collected. 
:Febl'llary 10th, I visited Tuscan I.odgc, Addison, al1l1 publicly installed 

the officers, assisted by P. M. CUHTIS, who acted as Gniml Marshal. Th ey 

have a fine lodge: their records are neatly kept and dues quite well collected. 

Beiore installatiou they had a very fine ballCjuGt in the lower hftll, at which 

we all fared bonntiiLllly; after which we all went up to tbe lodge roonl and 
proceeded to install the officers. 

February 10th, held convention <tt the lodge room of N<wmguaguH Lodge, 

Cherryfield, At 2 1', ~1. the eOllvention was called to order, and a lodge of 

E. A. Masons opened, with Bro. DAV/u CAM1'llELL in the East There 

being a candidate in waiting, he was duly p repared and brought forward, 

and took the ctegree of an E. A, The work was well done; after the work 

was done, there was some discussion of points, of which 1'. D, D. G. M,'s 

\VINGA TE and WALLING took part. At 51'. ~I. this lodge closed, and a 

lodge of J!'. C. was opened by Tuscan Lodp;e, of Addison, who worked the 

degree of F. C. in a very smooth manner. A fter the lIsual remarks the 

lodge was closed. At 8 1', )1. a M. M. lodge was opened by Narraguagus 
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Lodge, who proceeded to wor k the Third degree. They did their work in 

a very prolllpt and masterly manner. After the work was done, they pw

ceeded to discuss severa l points. A t 11 I'. M. the lodge closed, and refresh

lIlents were se rved to the brethren. The convention was well attended. 

:\ [ost of the lodges were well represented , and a marked degree of in terest 

was shown . The thanks of the conven t ion a l'e due to Narraguagns Lodge 

for the courteo lls ma nner in which it r eceived its guests. 

F ebruary 20th , I vis ited Lookout Lodge, at Cutler, for the purpose of in

stalling the officers, but owin p; to some mistake the officers elect were not 

present. [met qui te a number of the members and had a very enjoyable 

tim e in social ·conver se. Th ey met with the misfortune to ha ve their hall 

blll'lJed last fall. They had some insura nce, which will help them to start 

a new. Their records are well kept. I left the matter of installation with 

W. M. T U){N I, R, and I think that he has a t tended to it. 

1 was unable, on account of m y business, to attend the convention held 

at Bangor. I was ve ry sorry that it so happened. I think ther e is a great 

interest in a ll the lodges throughout the district l and I think the next year 

will show marked interest in work. 

In conclusion, I wish to thank the officers and brethren of t he several 

lodges for the kindly manner in which I have been received. I also wish 

to thank you, Most Worshipfu l, for the honor of my appointm~nt. 

Fraternally submitted, 

NEHEMIAH GUPTILL, D . . D. G. M. 3(/ .M. D . 

FOURTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. A U<J UST IlS B . . FAlt NILI. M, 
Gmnl! ~J[aste /' of the Grand L o(/ye of .Maine. 

I have the hOllor herewith to submit the annual report for the :Fourth 

~ [ asoni c District . 

I ha ve made official Vis its to every lodge at least once during my term of 

office, except my home lodge, at which , being a regular attendant, I did not 

deem it necessary to visit officially. 

\' J S I ' I'ATJO~ S. 

Decem bel' UtI;, I visited Reliance L odge, No. lOG, a nn wit nessed work ill 

t he E. A. degree, The degree was conferred in a very excellant ma nner by 

W. :I'i. M ILL I, It. The work was almost perfect with tile ritual. 

.J a nuary 18th, I vis ited E ggew oggin Lodge, No. 128, and .witnessed work 

in the E. A. degree which W,l S done in a very able and correc t manner. 

17 G, L. 
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The records werc very neatly kept in a manner character ist ic of Bro. OIWl~ 
P. CA RTEI{' 

February Wth, I vis ited Marine Lodge, No. 12:.l . where I witnessed the 

exemplification of the work in the M. M. d~gree, which was done in a very 

satisfactory and accurate mannpr. Records very neatly a llCI cOlTectly kept . 
Marine lodge should be complimented on their beautif ul ha ll and fUl"lli tllrt', 

to which they are consta ntly adding. 

March 22d, I visited Ira Berry Lodge, No. 187, and witnessed work in 
the M. M. <legree, which was very well done. Some of the officers and a 

great many members were absent, on account of sickness. The records, ill 

the hands of Bro. DA v IS, a re ve ry neatly kept. 

March 30th , I Visited Rising Star Lodge, No. 177, aud witnessed the ex

emplification of work in the E. A. degree. The work .wasdone in a ve ry nicc 

manner , al though th ere was a very smali attenclauce on accoun t of sickness. 

~farch 31st, I v isited Naskeag Lodge, No. 171, and witnessed the exem
plification of work in :F. C. degree. The lodge, a lthough they h ~\ ve had 11 0 

work during the past year , is in a fin e working condition. The records are 

very neatly k ept and tpe dues well pa id. 

Although I have not visited Haucock Lodge, No. 4, officia lly, it bei ng Illy 
hOllle lodge, I have been present a t nearly every meeting during the year, 

especially when there has been work. The lodge is very prospel"Ou~, the 

dues well paid, and in our new quarters I think we have as nea t a hall as 

there is in the district. The books, in th e hands of Bro. HOO I'E lt, are very 

neatly and correctly kept. 

IKSTALI.Al'l OKS. 

January 27th, .!- publicly installed the offi cers of Relia ll ce Lod.~c, No. I U5, 

ill Music Hall , Green' s Landing. There was an attc lldall ce of about fOIll" 

hundred. A very pleasant meeting indeed. 

December 17th" I installed the officers of Hancock Lodge, No.4, t1 lC 1'. M. 

degree being conferred in the a fternoon. 

CONVENTION. 

November 18th , I attended the convention in Ba llgor, held by M. W. 

Grand Leetlfrer ]!' RAXK E. SLE EP1, R. The work was taken up very care

fully in three degrees and corrections made by the Grallll Lecturer. Th e 

meeting was very profitable and instructive to all. 

November 20th , received the Had news of the dea.th of P . D. D. G. M. 
HARVEY P. HIXCKL EY. · Bro. I-ItNCKL EY will be missed by all the lodges in 
the district. 

November 30th, I vis ited Blue Hill and persolla lly illspected the ha ll 
which Ira Berry' L')dge had asked permission to !n ove in to . T he hall was 
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less than a quarter of a mile from their 'former hall. After looking into 
the lIlatter carefully, I granted a: perillit December 1st. 

[n cO ll clusion, ~fost Worshipful, I wish to thank the members of the lodges 
ill t lt e di~trict (or the courtesies and kind attentions shown me in my visits. 
Th e lodges in tltis Fourth Masonic District are doing very good and very 
llloiforill work, and I have endeavored to perform my duties to the best of 
my ability. And to you, Most Worshipful, permit me to return thanks for 
Lile hOllor conferred by the appointment . 

. JOlIN P. SIIEl'llE1W, D. D. G. l1f. 4th fl1. D. 

FIFTH DISTRICT. 

To M. 'V. AL' C;\;STUS B. ]<'ARNIIA", 

Grana Jlla8tel" oj the GmmZ L ocZge oj Mctine. 

1 have the honor to submit Illy annual report as D. D. G. 1\1. of the Fifth 
District. 

September 15th, I visited Columbia Lodge, at Greenville. This lodge 
, was constituted on that evening by the Most Worshipful Grand Master, A. B. 

F .\H~II.UI, ass isted by officers of tbe Grand Lodge. The service was public, 
alld witnessed by a large audience. After the constitution the officers were 
illstalled by Past Grand Master CO LLAMOR.~. After the installation, the 
lodge opened Oil the Third degree, and the M. M. degree was conferred UpOIl 
two candidates. The first was made by the officers of Mount Kineo Lodge, 
the other by the officers of Doric -Lodge. The work as done by each lodge 
was very fine. I had no opportunity to judge of the working capacity of 
Columbia Lodge, but it starts on its mission of masonic work under the 
most favorable auspices. The officers are men of high standing in the com
lllunity, and I shall look for grand results from Columbia Lodge. At the 
close of the work, ,t fine banquet was servea in the elegant banquet hall 
adjoin ing the lodge room. They have a splendid hall, finely furnished. 
The next day, September 16th, the brethren of Columbia Lodge, gave an 
excursion to the Most Worshipful Grand Officers and invited guests, to 
Mount Killeo; with a grand dinner at the Crow's Nest; it was a very enjoy

able occasion. 
September 21st, I made my official visit to Penobscot Lodge, at Dexter, 

I witnessed work in the M. M. dflgree, which was very fine, each officer per
forming his part in a faultless manner. This was the first meeting in their 
hall after the tire; they have a splend id hall, beautifully furnished. I con
sitler this one of the finest IQages in eastern Maine. The records are in good 
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hands. There was a very large attendance, with a largc number of visiting 
brethren. After the lodge closed, the brethren repaired to the banquct hall, 
where t.hey fouud the tables loaded with all the delicftcies of thl? seaSOIl, to 
which they did ample justice. 

October 31st, I went to Howland and installed the officers of COinpositc 
Lodge. The service was public, and a fine oyster supper was served after 
the installatIOn serv ices. There was a large attendance, though the weather 
was stormy and traveling very bad. 

November 18th, I attended the convention at Rangor; it was very pro('ita
ble to the craft. There was a goodly number present, but there ought to 
have been more. 

November 30th, I visited Pleasant HiveI' Lodge, at a special meeting. 
A fter opening a lodge on M. M. degree the P. M. degree was conferred. 
The brethren repared to Briggs' Ha!l, where a public installation of tile 
office rs took place. After the installation the brethren, witl~ the ir fr iends, 
repaired to Hotel Herr ick, where an oyster supper was served. I think this 
lodge is in good hands; the brethren showed great interest and zeal in 
masonic work. The records being kept by Past D. n. G. M. EDWIN M. 
JOHNSTON, is a sure guara.ntee that they are correctly kept . 

. January Vlth, I visited Mosaic Lodge, at Foxcroft, and installed the 
officers. The installat ion was public and a large audience was present. A 
fine supper was sened before the installation . After the installMion of the 
lodge officers, the officers of Piscataquis R. A. Chapter wp.re installed by 

Past H. P. J .un;s T. ROBEHTS. The service was very impressive. Mosaic 
Lodge has a fine reputation for correct work. I consider it one of the best 
in masonic work in the district. The records a.re kept by Bro .. JAMES T . 
ROBERTS, and are a model of neatness and accuracy. 

January 15th, I visited Olive Branch Lodge, at Charleston, alld witnessed 
work in E. A. degree. The work was well done. 111 the evening of the 
same day, I insta lled the officers in the presence of a large aud ience. After 
the installation a fine collation was served. This lodge is my mftsonic hOlllc. 
I have attended every meeting through the year but one. This lodge is now 

having a degree of prosperity which is very encouraging to the brethrell. 
The records alre still kept by Bro. OSCA R L. S.lIlTn, it being his twenty

second year as Secretary. 
January 16th, 1 paid an official visit to Mount Kill eo Lodge, at Guil ford. 

I witnesserl. work in the E. A. degree by the ofticers of 1806. Then I in
stalled t.he officers. After the 'installation, I witnessed work in the Eo A. 
degree by the new officers. Th e work was very fi ne, a ll the ofticers fi lling 
the several stations in a faultless manner. This lodge is in good hanlls. The 
records are well kept, show ing lI eatness and <wcuracy. After the serv ice ill 
lodge, we repaired to the bauquet hall, where a fil~e oyster supper was servello 



Gra1'zd Lodge oJ Maine. 247 

.January 18th, I, startad to visit Doric Lodge, at Monson. I got as far as 

Dovel', and it came on to snow, and finally turned to rain. Not being very 
well I telephoned to Past D. D. G. M. A. F .. TA( · I( SO X, to perform the duty 

for me. He did so, and reported a~ follows: 

"As per reqnest, 1 installed the officers. I have met with the brethren 
of Doric Lodge at most of the regular meetings. There is a good degree of 
interest manifested on the part of officers and brethren . They do good 
work. Not many have knocked at the door the past year on acconnt of 
the hard times. The lodge has a good property, mostly free from debt, 

.and a pleasant lod!-(e room, well furnished. On the morning of January 
12th, the records of the lodge were destroyed by fire, Bro. lIA YNES having 
them at his offi ce, in one of the burned buildings, to perfect the records of 
a former meeting. Through much effort on the part of Bro. HA YNES, this 
loss has been partially overcome, and yet the loss is a severe one. Bro. 
IlAYNE S is a good Secretary, keeps th e dnes well collected, and the records 
neat and clean . " 

]·'ebruary }iJth, [ made an offic ial visit to Piscataquis Lodge. The Master 

not being present, P. M. LEONAR D pretiided in the East. Not having any 

work, by request, the work in M. M. degree was exemplified. The work 

was fine. This lodge has a fine hall, well furnished, and are in a pJ"Osper
ous condition. The records are neatly and correctly kept. 

]"ebruary ]:1th, I made my official visit to Composite Lodge, at La Grange, 

and witnesses work in the M. M. degree. The work was well done, consider

ing that this was the first work of the new officers, and th e conditions which 

sUITound them. Tlw lodge room is very small, and good first class work 

cannot be done in so slllall a hall when crowded. The attendance was good. 
The brethren who live in Howland., eleven miles away, were out in force. 

The r~corcls are well kept. I think the lodge is in good hands. 

In closing my report, r wish to thank you, Most Worshipful, for the honor 

conferred upon me. [t gave me great pleasnre, after a lapse of seventeen 

years, to again visit the lodges in this district officially. I have noted with 

pleasure, not only the improvement in lodge halls and their furnishings, bnt. 

also the uniformity of th e work throughout the district. 1 also find a larger 

part of the lodges in the district own, or nearly so, their halls, and they are 

financially in good condition. A II these tokens of prosperity are cheering to 

the hearts of true masons. 

I wish to thank the brethren of this district for the hospitality which I . 
have receiver! at their hauds, and for the assistance rendered me on evp.ry 

occasion. Frfttemftlly YDurs, 

'rHOS .. J. PEAKS, D. D. G. ,If. fit/I M. D. 
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SIXTH DISTRICT. 

To M. \ V". AUGus'ITS B. :FAIINIIAM, 

Gmmi Master oj the GrancZ L oc/ge oj Maine. 

I have tile honor to submit to you my first report as D. n. G. M of the 

Sixth ~asonic District. 
I regret very much that owing to my being away from home nearly the 

the whole winter, I have been able to visit only six of the nine lodges in 

th is district, but some of those visits were worth a great deal to the Deputy. 
if not to the lodge. I find nearly all the officers are striving to remler the work 

accurately, and I have thought if the Grand Lecturer could put a little m ore 

t ime into each district, and try to bring out the spirit of the work as well as 

the letter, it would add very much to its value. 
At the request of the W. Master , I installed the officers of Star in the East 

Lodge, of Old Town, assisted by W. Bro. SIIAW. Apollo Quartette was 

present, and added very much to the beauty of the service anel enjoyment of 

the occasion. There was a large attendance, and, as in every case where I 

have visited, a banquet. 

In December, I installed the officers of Mystic Lodge, of Hampden, at 

their ,request. It was a very cold night, but th e cold was or no avail so far 

as keeping the brothers away from the lodge. There was a goorl attenrlance; 

the records are well kept and the interest strong. 

February 20th, I v is ited St. Andrew's Lodge, of Bangor. Th eil' large 

lodge room was more than full. Th eil' work, the M. M. degree, was excel
lent. Superlative is the only word to apply to such meetings, where hrothers 

cOllie frolll all sections to witness the work and enjoy mason ic companion

ship. 

March 13t.h, I visited Lynde Lodge, of Hermon. They expected to work 

the M. M. degree, but owing to sickness the brother did not co me and they 

exemplified the work very satisfactorily. The attendance was good, the 

books are well kept and the members interested. 

March 17th, I visited Benevolent Lodge, of Cannel, and wi tnessed the 
conferring of the M. M. degree. It was the first work done in the lodge for 

some time and showed that the brothers were interested and desirol1s of 

be ing in the front rank. 

I have attended all the meetings of Mechanics' Lodge, except for the 

months of .January, F ebruary and March, installed its offi cers and cr iticised 

its work. 
Every lodge with one exception has ha,d work. The books are well kept; 

the visiting is a pleasure and in ma\lY cases an inspiration; the banquets are 
always enjoyable, and I trust., should I be re-appointed, J Ill ay report olle 

year hence tha.t T visited all the lodges. 
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]n conclusion, Most Worshipful, allow me thank you for the honor of 

representing yon in this masonic district for the past year, and also to ex

tend to the brotl;ers my apprecifttioll of the masonic courtesies I have re-
ceived. ]<'raternftlly and truly, 

A. ,J. DURGIN, D. D. G. M. cth M. D. 

SEVENTH DISTRICT. 

To M. \Y. AI'GUSTUS B. FAnNnA~(, 

Gmnd Mastel' of the Grand Lodge of Maine. 

I hftve the honor of submittingmy ftnmHtl report as District Deputy Grand 

Mftstel' of the Seventh Masonic District for th e year ending May !-l, 1897. 

I have visited ftll the lodges in the district, and have found them as a 

whole in a prosperous condition. 

On the evening of November Hlth, assisted by Bro. F . W. HATC II, as Grand 
Marshftl, I publicly installed the officers of Sebftsticook Lodge, No. 14(;. 

The services took plftce in the Town hall under the lodge room. Fine mnsic 

was furnished by one of the village choirs. After a pleasant hour in the 
lodge room, supper was sp,rved in the banquet hall below, being furnished 

by the wives of the brethren. 

Febrnary 17th, I visited Central Lodge, No.4;;, ftlld witnessed work in 

the Fellow Craft degree, the work being well done, pftrticularly that of the 

S. 'V. and S. D. The records are well and correctly kept, being in the 
same cftreful hands as for many years. 

February 18th, I visited Liberty Lodge, No. Ill, and witnessed work in 
the Master Mason's degree, which was very well ,lone, after which I made 

such corrections as seellled necessary. Refreshments were served in the ban · 

qnet hall adjoining. The books and record, are in the same good hands as 

of olel, namely, Bro. A~IBnos~~ CAIWIr.r.'S, and the lodge in a prosperous 
condition. 

Febl'llary 19th, in company of Bro. G. H. CAHDILr., of Liberty Lodge, I 

visited Quantabacook Lodge, No. 129, and witnessed an exemplication of 

the work in Mastel' l\t!<lson's degree, whi ch was very well rendered. Re
freshments were served in the banquet hall adjoining. After a pleasant, 

and I trust prufitable evening, the lodge was closed in peace and harmony. 

March 11th, I made my official visit to Sebasticook Lodge, No. 146, my 

masonic home. This lodge is under the care of an entirely new set of officers, 
except the Treasurer and Secretary, and are all young men who are deeply 

I 
interested ill the work and anxious to be perfect ritualistically. Under the 
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care of such it must be prosperous. The records are in the same good con

dition as usual. 
March Hith , I visited Star in the West Lodge, No. 85, and witnessed work 

in Entered Apprentice degree, which was well nigh perfect. , The offi cers 
are young men of ability and work carefully and well. Afte r a few remarks, 

. -and renewing old acq uaintances, the lodge was closed in peacfl and harmony. 
March 17th, I visited Marsh River Lodge, No. 102, and wi tnessed work 

in the Master Mason's degree, which was very well done. Bro. J ONES will 
make one of the finest working Masters in t he district, judging from his fi rst 
attempt. Refreshments in hall. :Finances and records in good condition. 
After remarks and corrections, the lodge, at a late hour, closed in peace and 
harmony. 

March 18th , I visited Uni ty Lodge, No .. 58 , a nd witnessed work in the 
Entered Apprentice degree. As neither the W. M., S. W. , .J. W., J . D., 

S. S. or .J. S. were present, I could not judge as to the working condition 
of the lodge. The records are a model 01 neatn ess, and the Secretary may 
well be proud of them. 

On account of sickness in my family, I was not able to a ttend any of th e 
lodges of instrnction held the past year, so was hampered somewhat in Illy 
work , but trnst I ha ve given no instruction contrary to the ri tual. 

Peace and harmony now reign throughout the d istrict, and T wish to thank 

the brethren for the way t hey have received me and snch all vice as I have 
fe lt called upon to givfl . 

Thanking tile brethren fo r their kindll ess and hospita li ty, a nd YO II, Most 
Worshipful , for the 11Onor confe rred, and hoping that my Sllccessor will be 
more for tuna te as to Lodges of fn struction, r close. 

Respectfully and Fraternally submi tted, 

GEO. P. BILLINGS, D. D. G. H ,u," Jlf. D. 

EIGHTH DISTRICT. 

To M. VV. AI: (: U8'1' US B. FAR)1I1AM , 

Gmnd Master of the Grand L odge of Maine. 

I herewi th submit my second annual report as D. D. G. M. of the F.ighth 

Masonic District. 
I bave visited every lodge in my district once, and some of t l:em twir.e, 

and have install ed the officers of a ll lodges in Illy jurisd icti on but two, Island 
and Mariners'. I have found the work more un iform in all cases than last 
year , th anks to Bro. F . 1:. SLE EPEn anel his lodges of instrnction. The 
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dues are better collected, and, although not having as much work as in some 
former years, peace and harmony prevail. 

September 15th, I officially visited Mariners' Lodge, Searsport; witnessed 

work on M. M. degree and was pleased to observe a decided improvement, 

the officers taking particular pains to mak!! a deep and lasting impression 

on the candidate. I was accompanied by several brethren from Excelsior. 

Lodge, and a fine eI'ening was spent with the brethren of Searsport. 
October 28th, I was at the lodge of instruction at Rockland. 

December 20th, by invitati on, r publicly installed the officers of Exce lsior 

Lodge, Northport, with the assistance of Bro. M. G. BLA CK as Grand 

Marshal, and Bro. A. W. HASSON as Grand Chaplain. A banquet was 

served an!l a pleasant evening spent. 

January 12th, by invitat ion, I publicly installed the officers of King 

D:wid 's Lodge, at Lincol nville, assisted by Bro. M. G. BLA CK as Grand 

Marshal, and Bro. R. B. SII~~RMAN as Grand Chaplain. After the cere

monies of installation were performed, which were listened to with great 

interest, we repaired to the banquet hall, where a bountiful suppel' was 

served. I here wish to thank the lodge for the very fine music furnish ed, flS 

[ deem it a great help to have a little interspersed with the ceremonies . 

. fannary 12th, after giving proper notice, I officially visited [sland Lodge, 

Islesboro, and found the brethren nnited and the lorlge in good shape. 

Thry have had no work this year itp to date, but no doubt will have some 

soon. Exemplified the wcork on M. M. degree, which was very well ren

dere(1 indeed. The record$ a re in good hands, well and masonically kept., 

Rro. T. H. 'Vll.L IAM S having been thell' Secretary for many years, and 

knowing his duty well. T was accompanied on my visit by P. n. D. G. 1\1. 
OSCAR HILLS . 

. Tanuary 20th, by invitation, I publicly installed the officers of Pownal 

IJodge, Stockton, and also made it my official visit. I was assisted in the 

installation ceremon ies by P. D. D. G. M. OSCAR H,LLS as Grand Marshal , 

and also by a fine choir. The records, under the care of Bro. F. IT. 

COuSE NS, are neatly and correctly kept. They have not had any work up 

to date. I enjoyed a very pleasant even ing with them. 

February 2d, officially visited King David's Lodge. No real work. Ex

emplified work on 1;'. C. degree, which was very well rendered. Conferred 

the P. M. degree on LESL lli .lbn;s, the present W. M., after which we sat 
down to a fine banquet. 

February 4th, I privately installed the officers of Timothy Chase Lodge, 

assisted by P. D. D. G. M. OSCAR H,LLS as Grand Marshal, and Rev. Bro. 

G. R Tli F"'S as Grand Chaplain. 
February 15th, I publicly installed the officers of l >hmnix Lodge, Belfast., 

accompanied by a full su itp. A la,rge company was present, composed of 
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the members, their wives and daughters, and some invited guests. After 

the ceremol1les, which were listened to with much 'interest, we were invited 

to the banquet hali, where the tables were spread with a bountiful repast, 

to which we did ample justice. Again repaired to t he lodge room ami 

listened to some very in teresting remarks. I also made this my officia l 

.visit, witnessing the opening ceremon ies. Hecorrls well kept, and dues well 
paid. 

February 25th, officially visited Timothy Ghase Lodge, examined the rec

ords and found them all right. Wi tnessed work on M. M. degree. Thi s 

was the first work on this degree by the new officers, and I was very much 
pleased with the interest and accuracy shown by the officers. [had bu t 

very few corrections to make. 

March 2d, I again viRited Mariners' Lodge, Searsport, and witnessed work 

on M. M. degree, which , 1 am pleased to say, was well rendered. The 

ofli cerR are newly-elected, bm understand the work. They have a fille new 

hall , of which any lodge ought to be proud. 

H. A. l'ACKAHD, n.n. G. M. 8I.h,11. lJ. 

NINTH DISTRICT. 

To M. IV. A(,(:t ; s'I'lJS B. F ,IIl S Il A M, 

Gmntl Mastel' qf I he Gmntl T, o'lye I).f M (line. 

I herew ith submit to you my second annual report in accordance with th e 

requirements of the )'fost Worshipful Grand Lodge of Maine. 

Offically visited Eurelm I.odge, No. S4, of St. George, October :Jlst. As I 
had been not ified by the W. M. that there was no prospect of work afLe ~' 

that date, and as it is a long journey when t.he roads are at their best, I con

cluded to make my visit on that night. [t is not necessary for me to say 

more than I d id in my first report, as everything is well with Eureka. The 

work was on M. M. degree, and was fine ly done. One pleasing; feature of 

Bureka Lodge,: is that they have officers that g ive close attenti on to th e 

work, and each otficer tries to make his part perfect, and many of them are 

qualified to fill the chair. Th e reconls are in good condition, and the dueR 

are very well collected. I called the W. ~1aste r's attentioi l to the lodge 

history, which is som!) years behind. 
I paid my official vis it to Union Lorlge, No. :H, of Union, NLtrch 4th. I 

found the lodge with a goorl board of officers whu understood tbe work, 

and each otficer worked close to the ritual. The work was 0 11 M. "VI:. dp.gree. 

There was ~t good number of the breth ren present. The W. M. is a tin e 
~ 
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officer, and made the work very impressive. The records are in good hands. 

I found the lodge still behll1d in their dues, but think the Secretary is mak

. ing an effort to collect them. I again called their attention to their lodge 

hi~tory, which is many years behind. J hope a spec(al effort will be mad e 

this year to br ing it up at least to 1890. 

I visited Knox Lodge, No. 189, at South Thomaston, March 13th. Con

s idering the number of members that were at home there was a good at
tendance. Work was exewplified on :\1. M. degree, which was the first tim e 

the offi cers had worked that degree. The work ,was not up to th e standard 

of th e Ninth District, but this lodge has good officers, and I am satisfied 

when the VV. M., wh o is a physiCian, and has been very busy, .can have 

mol'';] time to give to the work, it w ill 11 0 ~tS good work as any. Hecords a re 

lI eat anrl in fine condition and the dues are fa irly well collected . 
Officially visited St. George Lodge, No. 16, at Warren, March 15th, and 

fonnd a good number pres~ nt. Work was on M. M. degree, which was 
wprked very close to the Grand Lodge work. . The records a re in gootl 

hands. I called the W. M. 's attention to the dues, which were behind . 

Visited Orient Lodge, No. 15, at Thomaston, March 16th. I found a fnll 

lodge room, mu ch to my sll rprise, as the '<Y. M. was confined at home by 

s ickness. The S. W. took th e chair and opened the lodge. As there was 
11 0 work, and as so me of the 'officers were on the sick list, I did not think it 

best to exemplify, for Orient has always done good work. We had a [Jleas

ant meeting and remarks were matle by man y of the bret.hren for the good 

of the Orrler. The records a re in good hands and the delinqufll1ts are being 

looked after. Tn copy ing my report of last year J left out my visit to Orien t 

Lodge, which I will insert here. 

Officially visited Orient Lodge, No. Hi, at Thomaston. I found R. W. Bro. 

)![oHfm, who has been D. D. G. N!., in the chair. I also f\lund one 0 1' two 

more p,tst officers filling officeH. Tbese brethren, who felt it waH for th e 

in te rest of their lodge to come forward, had taken the ir coats off and were 

again in the harness. I think, without except ion, that Orient Lodge has 

one. featu re that no 'l ther lodge in the Nintu District has. It is that there 

are more bretl1l'en that have been masons thirty or forty years that attend 

the lodge : n'lt 'lnly attend, but are willing to take offices when necessary. 

I wish other lodges in this district might take pattern. The work was ex
exemplified on the M. M. degree, and was well rendered . Bro. MORS E hall 

been present at the Grand LecLurer' s meetings, and was up with the changes. 
Th e records were in the hands of Bro. TOBIF. , and were well k ept and the 

dues were well collected . 

I paid my official vis it to Aurora Lodge, No. 50, Hockland, March 17th. 

Work. was exemplified on F . C degree. Th e work good , especially the 

Sen ior T>eacon's p<lrt, which was the finest that I have seen this year. There 
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was a good number of the brethren present, and other lodges neal' were 

represented. Records are still in the hands of Bro. HOB INSON, and are in 

fine condition. Dues are well collected. Lodge history is said to be pro

g t'eSSitig. 

Officially vis ited St. Paul's Lodge, "0. 82, at Rockport, March 22d. 
Though some of the officers, on account of sickness, were not present, the 

work, which was an exemplification of the I';. A. degree, was very good. 

Like many of the .lodges in the Ninth District, lack of work 'has affected the 

interest, but I am satisfied in my ow n mind if the older masons will again 

come to the front, or even by their presence in the lodge 1'00111 , give en

couragement, St. P aul will , as she . has done, rank with the best working 

lodge in the district. The records a re in the charge of Bro. COO PER , who 
passed the chair some time ago, and who lVell knows the duties of a Secretary, 

and it is not necessary to say those duties are at.tended to. The dues, which 

have been behind, are being collected. 

I visited officially Moses Webster Lodge, No. J45, Ma rch 23d. As the 

lodge had no work the Third degree was .exemplified, and was well done. 

As I look back on the records of D. D. G. Masters who have been before 

me, I think I can fully agree with tilem in a ll the good things they have 

said of Moses Webster Lodge. There are three fine working loclges in the 
Ninth District , anel Moses Webster is one of them. My visit to th is lodge 

is looked forward to with pleasure, for not only in their good work, but in 

the brotherly greeting we receive when we visit their Ishtll d horne, are they 

celebrated. The records a re in the hands of Bro. CAR n :H, and are a fi ue 

set of books. The dues are well collected. 

1 visited offically Rockland Lodge, No. 79, March :::Oth. I fourid a good 
llumber of the brethren present, as well as many from different lodges of 

the Ninth District. Work w\lS on the E. A. degree, which was well done, 

considering the lo(lge had had no work for some time. I fOll nd Bro. MATIlEH 

as Secretary, and feel safe to say the records are in good hands. The dues 

are not as well collected as they should be, bnt as the present Secretary Ims 

only been in office s ince ,January, I Ilave confidence that he will look aftp!' 

the delinquents. 

Offically vis ited Amity .Lodge, No. ti, Camuen, April 10th. This is rn y 

home lodge, which I have attended regularly when at home. The W. M. 
having been confined at horne on account of sickness, [ put off my vis it for 

his convenience. Work was exemplified on the M. M. degree. Th e W. M. 

was disappointed ill not having a candidate, owing to distance and a very 

stormy night. The work went very smoothly, and I feel safe to say that 

there are no officers in this district more interested in their lodge, and doing 

their work closer to the ritual than Amity. The records s how a good at

te lldance at all meetings. The W. M. is thorollghl.y interested in Masonry, 
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allLl illspires his officers to do their best. Amity is tho b,wllcr lodge of the 

district in regard to their dues, for at the anllual meeting they were but a 

few dollars behind. This lodge has a :Secretary that hustles. 1 wish a fow 

lI,orll of the lodges would elect Seeretaries like hilll. The reeorLls are ill fille 

cOlld itioll. 

J have illstalled the offi cers of several lodges ill th e district, but llave lIJad e 
IlIJ report of thelll, as I d id not consider that as one of the offic ia l duties of a 

D. D. G. M. 
1 have, as last year, visited all of the lodges in the dist.rict. Ill<we found, 

as a whole, the lodges ill good condition; work has been light, which has 

affected the interest. A few of tho lodges have made some ilJJprovemellt 

Dver last year ill collecting their (lues. I h~ve called the attelltion of all of 

the lodges to this important duty. I have also called the attelltion of lodges 

to their histories, which arc ill arrears, and think some of them will 80011 be 

ill the hands of th e Grand Secretary. I have enjoyed my meetillgs with the 

lodge very much, alld have fonnedmany pleasant acquaintances. 

In cOllclusioll 1 thank you, Most Worshipful, for the hOllor of this secom] 

appo in tment. Hespectiully and fraternally submitted, 

F. M. RICHARDS, D. D. G. M. 9th M. lJ. 

TENTH DISTRICT. 

,To M. ' ·V. At;GU STlJ S B. }'AHNIIAM, 

Grand Mastel' oj the Gmncl Lodge ut Maine. 

1 have the honor herewith to submit my first annual report as D . D. G. M. 

of the Tenth Mason ic District. I have visited all the lodges in this district 
once during the year, and Some several times. 

011 the 28th of October I attended a convention called by M. W. FRAI<K 

E. SLEE I' EIl, Grand Lecturer, at Hocklnnd, for instruction in masonic work. 

These con-ventions, in my judgment, are very essentilCtl to the uniformity of 

the work, and the brethren here think they are entitled to one in thiS district 

this year, as it takes two days for most of them to go to Rockland and re

turn. 

On December 10th, I visited officially 13ay View Lodge, No. lOG, at East 
Boothbay, and witnessed work on the M. M. degree, which was done ill a 

tine and very impress ive manlier. \V. M. Bro. EDWARD \VlIl'I'EIlOlJSE is 

deeply interes ted in his lodge, is a flne ritualist, and is wej] supported by the 
officers. 

On December ,JIst, 1 publicly illstalled the officers of th is lodge, assisted 
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by P. M. EIJWAllIJ WIII '1'!;1I0USIl as Marshal. There was a large number 

present, a.nd, after the insta llation, we listened to remarks froll1 the brethren, 
then repaired to the banquet hall and enj oyed a lille snpper. 

:\f,U'ch 11th, I visited this lodge and witnessed work exell1plified 0 11 E. A. 

degree, whieh was, as [ expected, nicely done, as \Y . ;vt:. Bro. W. I. AI>A)I ~ 

is a 1'. n. D. O. M., a tine ritualist and is well sllpported by the otliccrs ami 

members. I was pleased to meet Rev. A. E. R USS!>LL, on wholl1 I hacl Lhe 

pleasure to confer the three degrees in King Solomon'S Lodge. The records 

are finely and correctly kept by Bro. V. K. MOXTCO)IEIll'. l~ef reslullents 

at close. 
On Decell1ber 2:Jd, I installed th e officers of Anchor Lodge, No. 158, ,Lt South 

Bristol, assisted by P. NI. Bro. L. OA)IAGE as }Iarsha l. It was a cold night, 

but there was a goodly number of the brethren prese~lt. After the iust,tlla

tlOll, we elljoyed a pleasant evening, a goon. supper, and I: had a twellty

three mile drive with thermometer twenty below zero. 

March Oth, I offic ially visited this lodge and witnessed work on the ;\I. i\l. 

degree, which was done in a fine and impress ive manner. This lodge has six 

Past Masters among its present officers, and they ,tre deeply illterested in til e 
lodge. The records a re ne,ttly and correctly kept by Bro. M. F;. TIIOM .. :;o ~. 

Hefreshrnents were served at the closc. 

On .Tannary (jth, I publicly installed the officers of Hivers ill e Lod.ge, No. 

1:)5, a t J efferson, assisted by Bro. J. E. Knox [IS Marshal. Although the 

traveling was bad, there was a large number prescnt. After the cere lll ollY 

alld remarks of the brethren, we enjoyed a fioe supper. 

February 17th, I officially visited this lodge. Through some misunder

s ta nding, the candidate did not appear, a nd work on the :\1 . M. degree was 

exemplified ill a fine manner. W. M. Bro. CllA S. W. BES"!> is deeply ill 

terested in his lodge, and is a ritnalist of whom any lodgn shoult! be prout!. 
The records are neatly and correctly kept by Bro. \Y . A. J .·\ e KS() ~. Re

freshments at the close. 
On January 13th, I publicly installed the otli cers of Ihistol Lodge, No. 7-1 , 

at Bristol. There was a good ly number present, and after the installation 

we repaired to the banquet ha ll, where a fine supper was served. 

March 10th, I officially visited th is lodgo and witnessed work exemplified 

on E. A. degree, which was well done. W. M. Bro. C. V. HOB BINS takes 

a deep interest in his lodge. The records are in the hands of P. M. Bro. Eo 
.J. ER\'IXE , and this lodge should be proud of their Secretary. At the close 

refreshm ents were served. 
On .January 14th, I publicly install ed the officers of Seaside Lodge, No. 

1-1-1, a t Boothbay Harbor, assisted by P. M. Bro. W. '1'. MAltlt ,ts Mal·s lla!. 

There was a la rge number present, anel after the ceremony, and ve ry iu-
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teresting rellHLrks from the bl'etlHcn, we repairecJ to tlie banquet hall and 

enj oyed it line supper. 

On ~Iareh 12th, I oflicially visited this lodge; having no candidate present 

they cxemplilit:d the E. A. degree in a way that showed sL"udy and interest. 

W. M. G EO. [l. SNOW is a skilled cmftsllmn , and is well Hllstained by his 

otlicers. I was lIluch pleased by the manli er ill which they tran~actcd the 

bus iness of the lodge: The accomlTlodations of this 10lJge excel a ll Y in t he 
district. The records are neatly and correctly kept by Bro. [1. S. 1'''1<1<1''8. 

Hefreshments at tbe close. 

March lith, I officially visited Dresden Lodge, )/0. 10:3, at Dresden, and 

wiwessed work on M. M. degree. There was a good attendance, anli the 
work was conferred nicely. W. ~r. JOliN J I. MA YEI<S is a good worker, and 

is well supported by the ofJ\eers. The records Me neatly and correctly kept , 

by Bro. X F. LEEMA". ]{ ef resllln en~s at the close. 

On ~larch 18th, I otlicially visited Lincoln Lodge, No. 3, at Wiscasset, 

ali(I witnessed work 011 the )\1. M. degree, in a smooth and ' creditable mall

nero W. M. C IIA~. 11. Mlnc Au' is an able worker and is well supported 

by the olncers and brethren. I was pleased to meet Past D. D. G. l\L's 

n. A. CHIPBELL and GEO. B. S.\WYEIL Tbe records are in the hands of 

Bro. W. S. P ........ ""SON, and a re finely and correctly kept. At the close 

rdrcslim ents were served. 

On Ma,rch :3d, I made my official visit to Alna Lodge, No. ,tiJ, at Dam,wis
cotta. Not having a canrtidate, they exemplifiert work on the Eo A. degree, 

in an excellent manner. The officers of this lodge take a deep interest ill 
Masonry and are good workers. The records are neatly and cOlTectly kept 

by Bro. E. E. 1'111 LI3I(OOl( . This is the masonic home of Past D. D, G. M. '8 

CII .IS. W. and vV. A. S'I'E"'SO", and I was' SOlTY not to llleet them, Bro. 
CII.IS. W. being in Florida and Bro. W. A. being confined to the house. I 

was pleased to meRt the veteran Treasurer, Bro .. JOHN vV. DAVIO. Refresh

ments were served at the close. 

January 21st, I publicly installed t.he officers of King Solol11on's Lodge, 

No. Gl, at Waldoboro, assisted by Past D. D. G. M, W. A. RICHARDS as 

Marshal. There was a large number present, and after the ceremony we 
listened to some very interesting remarks from the brethren, and then re

paired to the banquet hall, 'where a fin e supper was served. This lodge is my 

masonic home. I did not make an official visit, as I am present at all the 

meetillgs when at, home. This lodge has a fin e list of officers, they are in
terested in t heir work and ar~ fine ritualists. W. M. GEO. H . DOUGLAS is a 

very fine ritualist. I have done my best to assist them, and with the help of 

'Lhe oleler Past D. D. G. Masters and Past ~1asters we are able to see the 
fruits of our labor. 
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I havc lIlade the necessary corrections in witm:ss ing the work in thc scv

eral lodges and I trust they werc kindly received . 

A ml now, having conlpleted lily visitations to all the lodges of tltis district, 

it becollles Illy duty at this tilll C, to thank the brcthrcn of the several lodges 

which I have visited for the courtesies extended mc. And I would th ank 

you, ~r. "V. GranL! :'[aster, f<.lr the honor you have conferred upon mc in 
appointing me to this office. 

Fraternally submitted, 

WALTER E. CLAHK, lJ. D. U. M. Wtlt .If. D. 
Waldoboro, March ;)0, 1807. 

ELEVENTH DISTRICT. 

To M . "V . AUG,cSTUS B. FATtNHHI, 
Gralla Master oj the Gmnd Lo(lye oj .H nine. 

I herewith subm it my official report as Distl'ict Deputy Grand Mastel' of 
the Eleventh Masonic District. 

It is with pleasure that r report the Order in this distr ict in a prosperous 

and Imrmonious condition, and that there has been a g;ain in membership. I 

have visited all but one of the lodges in the d i~tri~t and some several t imes. 
r have fouDd the work quite well done, yet not so perfect as not to need 

more 01' less corrections. 

October 22d, I attended con ven tion for instruction at Augusta, called by 

Grand Lecturer FR'-\~K E. SLEEPEII, :lnd the instruction there received I 
Imve, endeavored to impart to the lodges in this district to the best of Illy 

ability. I also notified every lodge in the district of the date of the conven

tion. 
September 25th, by invitation , I !-1Ublidy installed the offi cers of Morning 

Star Lodge. No. 41, at Litchfield Corner, assisted by W. 131'0 .. J. ];; . CnA SE 

as Grand Marshal, in the presence of a large company. Music by High 

Street Quartette of Auburn, was very beautiful, and Miss l'eables, as rea~er, 

was the admiration of all. A t the conclus ion, we repaired to the ba nqnet 

hall, where refreshments closed a pleasaDt evening. Morning Star Lodge is 
my masonic home. I have visited it, but not officially. I think r'can truly 

say that the work compares favorably with that of other lodges in the 

district. I have endeavored to make corrections from t ime to time as were 

needed. The records, in the hands of ''V. Bro. GILBERT, are in fin e ord er. 

November 13th, I officially Yi ti iteLl Y1onmouth Lodge, No. 110, at Mon-

1lI0uth. The .Fellow Craft and Master )Lason' s degrees were presented. 
The work was given in a ready manner showing tll<tt the officers had worked 
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hard to make themselves familiar with the ritual, which they followed quite 

closely, Bro. DODD at th!) organ furnished beautiful and imposing Illusic, 

which addeLl much to the effect of the work. The records are well kept and 

in competent hands. At the close, we sat down to a bountiful supper. 

There was a good a ttendance, and a pleasant time was enjoyed by all. • 

November 27th, by invitation of the Master elect, I publicly installed the 

officers of Bethlehem Lodge, No. 35, at AUiiusta, assisted by Wor. Bro. 

ALBEIt'r S. MURPHY, as Grand Marshal, in the presence of a very large com

pany of brethren their laLlies and friends. The services were interspersed 

with appropriate Illusic by the Apollo Male Quartette, of Boston, Mass. 
A fter the installation, the quartette delighted the audience with rare and 

beautiful selections, which were very highly appreciated by all. This is said 

to have been the most largely attended installation ever held in Augusta, 

some four hundred being present, and all enjoying an elaborate supper from 

Weaver' s, served in his excellent taste and style. 
November 28th, I publicly installed the officers of Monmouth Lodge, No. 

llD, with the assistance of R. W. Bro. BOYNTON as Grand Marshal, in the 
presence of hrethren, their ladies and friends. After the installation, we par

took of a bountiful supper, and were entertained by t?e local quartette and 

readings by Mrs. Blake and Miss May Getchell, all of which was very finely 
rendered. 

January 18th, I visiterl Dirigo Lodge, No. 104, at Weeks' Mills, China, 

and witnessed work in the M. M. degree, which, considering the limited 

amount of work they have had in a long time past, was well rendered. I 

made such corrections and sugg~stions as I thought were needed, which . 

were kindly received.' I believe the future has good things in store for 

Dirigo. 1 had the pleasure on this occasion to meet R. W. Bro. BARTON. 
At the close, refreshments were served, which were very much enjoyed. 

January 26th, with the assistance of vV. Bro. E . , C. D UDLY as Grand 

Marshal, I had the honor to publicly install the officers of Augusta Lodge, 

No. 141, in thE' presence of a large company. The Hospital orchestra was 

in attendance, and furnished a fine concert before the installation. The 

services were rendered very much more impressive by having appropriate 

music interspersed by the Winthrop Street Quartette of AUiiusta. Follow

ing the illstallation the Quartette gave a concert; every piece was encored, 

and seldom has singing been rendered so pleasing to all as on this occasion. 

, After the concert we adjourned to the banquet hall, and about three hun

dred sat down to a feast of goorl things. 

:February 17th, I made my official visit to Augusta Lodge, No. 141, at 

Augusta. The M. M. degree was presented; the work was done in fairly 

good shape, but not as well as it ought to be for a lodge whose officers pos· 
sess abilities of so high an order. This lodge is doing a large amount of 

18 G. L. 
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work, having initiated seventeen candidates during the past masonic year. 
The records are in good hands and well kept. At the close we reg,\led our
sel ves with a fine oyster supper. 

March 15th, Ioffioially visited Bethlehem Lodge, No. ::15, at Augusta. 
Owing to sickness, "Y. M. CIIARL~S A. PUICE was unable to be present, 
necessitating several changes in the officers. The M. M. degree, thcrefore, 
was not worked so well as it would otherwise have been. The officers are 
mostly young men and are interested for the good of the order, as is shown 
by fifteen initiates during the masonic year. Bro. JAMES E. RLANCIIAIW 
still has the records, which is a guarantee of their safety. At the close, a 
nice collation was served in the hanquet hall and a social time enjoyed. 

April 6th, I viRited Hermon Lodge, No. 32, at Gardiner, and witnessed 
work in the F . C. degree, which was performed in a very able an<l im
pressive manner. The officers seem very much interested and but few cor
rcctions were needed. The records are perfectly safe in the hands of W. 
Bro. LARRALlEE. I wa.~ invited to install the officers elect of Hermon Lodge, 
but owing to a previous engagement I was obliged to forego that pleasure. 

April 14th, I made my official visit to Kennebec Lodge, NO.5, at Hallowell. 
There was a large number of the brethren present. The M. M. degree was 
presented, but owing to the fact that the officers are not well acquainted with 
the changes that have been made in the work, the degree was not conferred 
so well as I expected. I made corrcctions and such suggestions as I thought 
were needed. The officers seem to be interested in the order, and peace and 
harmony prevail. The records, in the hands of Bro. Jo:;~s, are correct and 
neat. An oyster supper closed a very pleasant evening. 

I made an appointment to visit Temple Lodge, No. 25, at Winthrop, but 
owing to the almost impassable condition of the roads I was unable to kcep 
my appointment, and requested "Y. Bro. JONES to visit the lodge for me. 
He reports the M. M. degree presented, and taking int,o consideration that 
this is the first time the present officers have conferred this dcgree, it was 
well done. The records are in the hands of P. M. F. I. BISIIOl', and are 
correct and models of neatness. 

I received a communication from Temple Lod~e, No. 25, Winthrop, re
questing a dispensation to allow Temple Lodge to attend divine service at 
the Congregational Church in Winthrop, on October ,lth. After cOlllmuni
cating with the Grand Master, the rlispensation was not granted, ,\S masonic 
processions are allowable on ly whensome ma.~onic work is to be done. 

I have issued seven Past M:tster's diplomas during the yea r. 
In conclusion, I desire to say that I have enjoyed my visits very mllch, 

and have endeavored to discharge Illy dllty faithfully, and I trust I have ac
complished SOllie gaod. 
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Thanking you, M. W. Gmnd Master for the honor of my appointment, 
and also the brethren of the several lodges for their universal kindness, I 
am, YOl1l·s fraternally, 

HE lWEltT M. STARBIRD, D. D. G. M. 11th 1';[. D. 

I-IALLOW~;LL, ME., April 26, 1897. 

H. M. STAIWlRD, D. D. G. M., Litchfield, Me. 

Dear Sir and. · Worshipful Brother:-In accordance with your requc~t, I 
have the honor to make the following report of the celebration of the one hun
dred th anniversary of the institution of Kennebec Lodge, No.5, F. & A. M., 
held June 24, St. John's Day, 18D6. 

The day opened fair and propitious, and the weather was everything that 
could be desired from dawn to the close of the festivities. 

A great deal of interest had been taken in the event, not only by the mem
bers of the fraternity, but by the citizens in general, and most of the busi
ness buildings, as well as many of the residences along the route of the ·pro
cession, were handsomely neeomted. 

Invitations to participate in the observance of the occasion had been ex· 
tended to all the lodges comprising the Eleventh Masonic District, to the 
officers of the Grand Lodge and to Maine and Trinity Commanderies of 
Knights Templar, and the several bodies had signified theiT acceptance and 
were all well represented in the parade. 

The parade was the main feature of the celebration during the aftel'lloon. 
It was formed on Water Street, at about two o'clock, in the following order: 

City Marshal. 
Platoon of Police. 

·Marshal of the Day. 
Aids to Marshal, mounted. 

Augnsta Cadet Band. 
Trinity Commandery, K. T., No.7, Augusta, F. W. PLAISTIlD, E. C. 

Kennebec Lodge, No.5, Hallowell, GEO. A. SAFFOUD, W. M. 
Augllsta Lodge, No. 141, Augusta, GEO. A . BLACK, W. M. 

Monmouth Lodge, No. 110, MonUlOuth. 
Dirigo Lodge, No. 104, Weeks' Mills, F. W. BAltT()~, W. M. 

Pittsfield Band. 
Morning Star Lodge, No. 41, Litchfield, CHAPIN LYDSTON, W. M. 

Beth lehem Lodge, No. 35, Augusta, JOliN G. ROWIl, W. M. 
Hermon Lodge, No. :32, Gardiner, AnTHun C. BROWN, W. M. 

Temple Lodge, No. 25, Winthrop, LEVI E. JO~IlS . W. M. 
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Litcbfield Banel. 

Maine Commandery, No.1, K. T., Gardiner, SA)IUEL W. CUTTS, E. C., 
escorting representatives of the M. W. Grand Lodge 

of Maine in carriages. 

Other distinguished brethren in carr iages. 
Numbering in all abont five hundred men. 

The ronte of t he procession covered the most attractive portions of the 

city, and was about three miles in length. 
Incidental to the parade were the receptions at the beautiful grounds of 

'VOl'. Bro. JA)IES ATKINS, where the lines were formed UPOI,] the lawn and 

an excellent souvenir photograph was obtained: a lso at the residence of W.1. 

W. VAUGHAN, ESQ., the ' old Vaughan homestead, erected in 1795. This 

courteRY, extended voluntarily by Mr. VAJJGHAN, was the more appreciated 

from the fact that he is not a member of tbe Fraternity. 

The parade was dismisse<j at about six o'clock, and then followed the 
banquet in a large tent erected but a few yards from the identical spot 

where stood in the olden time Norcross Hall, in which meetillgs of Kenne

bec Lodge were held one hnndred years ago. 

After partaking of the good things provided by the caterer, enlivened by 
music by _WberL's Orchestra of Portland, the brethren listened to the fol

lowing post prandial exercises. 

Address on the History of Masonry, ,JOSI41l I-I. DIWMMONU, P. G. M. 

In Memoriam, "~ur Departed Brothers," Gilbert's Orchestra. 

TOASTS. 

'V. Bro. FREU EMERY BEANE, Toast Master. 

The Grand Lodge of Maine. 
Response by JOSEI'll A. 1.0CI(E, Dtp. Grand Master. 

Old Time Masonry, and History of Kennebec Lodge. 

Response by ORLANDO CUHItlEI{, Past Master. 

The youngest lodge in the district. 

Response by FRANK L. STAPLES, Augusta Lodge, No. 141. 

The oldest lodge iu the district, except our own. 

Hesponse by LEVI E. JONES, W. M. Temple Lodge, No. 25. 

Masonry in the capital of onr state. 
Response by W. S. CHOATE, P. 1I'L Bethlehem Lodge, No. 35 .. 

Country lodges, their strength and intluence. 
Response by CHESTER M. CLARK, P. M. Dirigo Lodge, No. 10-t. 

City lodges, thE'ir power and potency. 

Response by WM. J. LANDERS, 1'. M. Hermon Lodge, No. 52. 

The three great lights of Masonry. 

Response by eUAS. L. ANlJllI;WS, ;VIonmouth Lodge, No. 110. 

Faith, Hope and Charity. 
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Response by HERB,"RT M. ST,\RBlRD, D. D. G. M., i'i1:orning Star Lodge. 

The future of Masonry in Hallowell. 
Response by G,"o. A. SAFFORD, W. M. Kennebec Lodge, No. ' 5. 

The commandery in and of itself. 

Response by J. M. LARRABEE, P. E. C. Maine Commandery. 

The commandery in connection with and influence upon the blue lodge. 

Response by F. W. PLAISTIW, F.. C. Trinity Corumandery. 

The celebration closed with a grand ball at Wilsoll Hall, where the lovers 

of the terpsichorean art whiled away the homs under the inspiration of the 

fhe music furnished by Gilbert's Orchestrn. 
The brethren of Kennebec Lodge, and we trust their ~uests also, repaired 

to their homes with the feeling thnt the centenn inl of the lodge had been 

worthily observed, and with the belief in a propitious open ing of its second 

centlll'Y of xistence. Fraternally yours, 
CHAS. K. TILDEN, Marshal and Historian. 

TWELFTH DISTRICT. 

To M. Vi. AUGUSTU S B. FARNHAM, 

Grand }.{aster oj the Gram! Lodge of Maine. 

I hnve the honor of presenting my second annnal report as D. D. G. M. 
of the Twelfth Masonic District. 

September 26th, by invitation, I publicly installed the officers of Vassal. 

boro Lodgp, No. 54, at North Vassalboro, excepting the Master , who was 

sick, Bro. JONATHAN Now,"LL acting as Grand Marshal, after which refresh

ments were served and a pleasant evening enjoyed. 

October 8th, by invitMion, I publicly installed the officers of Neguemkeag 
I,odge, No. 166, Vassalboro, Bro. MARRINER acting as Grand Marshal, after 

which refreshments were served, lind a short musical program rendered, 

which was much enjoyed by all present. 

January 11th, I installed the officnrs of Wa terville Lodge, No. 3il, which 
was public to their ladies and invited fr iends, nearly three hundred being 

present. Bro. M. E ;\OAMS actfld as Grand Marshal. Dinsmore's Orchestra 

furnished music for the occasion. After the installation, refreshments were 

served and an invitation given to a21 who des ired, to repair to the ball above, 

where an order of several dances was indulged in, which all seemed to 

enjoy. 

February 11th, I officially visited Neguemkeag Lodge, ~o. 160, Vassal
boro, and witnessed work in E. A. degree, which was well done. This lodge 
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has not done much work the past year, but is in a healthy condition, and 
will be capable of doing good work when it is presented. The records are 
in the hands of Bro. ROLLINS and are well kept. 

February lath, I visited Rural Lodge, No. 5:3, Sidney. No work appear
ing, the M. M. degree was exemplifiecl in a creditable manner. I made such 
corrections as I deemed necessary. The records are well kept. 

Febrnary 16th, I visited Vassalboro Lodge, No. 54, North Vassalboro. 
They having no work, exemplified the M. M. degree, which was quite well 
done. I made some corrections in the work, which were kindly received; 
they seem to be anxious to do perfect work. After the lodge was closed, 
refreshments were served and a social hour enjoyed. The records are well 
kept. 

March 2<1, I officially visited Vernon V'llley Lodge, No. 99, at Mt. Vernon, 
and witnessed the cOllferring of the M. M. degree on two cand idates, which 
was very creditably done. The officers not being familiar with some of tlul 
new work, I gave them slich instructions as I was able, which seemed to be 
kindly received. Here I had the pleasure of meeting Past D. D. G. M. 
CROSBY. This lodge is fortunate iu retaining, as Secretary, Bro. BURBANK, 
who has acted in this capacity for twenty-five years, which I think is suffi
cient guaran tee of their correctness. 

Mar.}h 4th, I officially visited Asylum Lodge, No. 1:33, Wayne. There 
being no }York, and some of the officers absent on account of &ickness, the 
lodge did not open, but we spent the time in an informal study of the ritnal, 
after which light refreshments were served. The evening was a pleasant 
one to me, and I hope not without profit to them. Bro. HA YNIlS, the Sec
retary, was not present, owing to sickness; I therefore had no opportunity 
to examine the records, but doubt not that they are all right. 

March 6th, I visitecl Lafayette Lodge, No. 48. Here I again met Bro. 
CnOSHy. The work being ill the F. C. degree, he was called upon to act as 
Senior Deacon, which part, it is needless to say, was correctly done, th!' offi
cers performing their parts very creditably to themselves. The records are 
well kept. Some very interesting remarks were made by Bro. CROSBY and 
others. Aft~r the lodge closed, an oyster supper was served in the hall 
below, to which we did ample justice. 

April 3d, I visited Messalonskee Lodge, No. 113, Oakland. This lodge 
has done no work since my official visit last year, but the brethren al'e hope
ful, and capable of doing good work. The records are still in the hands of 
Bro. (;1 LMAN, and are neatly and correct~y kept. This being their stated 
communication, after routine business hacl been done, remarks for the good 
of the Order were made by sevemlof the brethren, after which the lodge 
was closed and refreshments were served. 

Waterville Lodge, No. :3:3, being my masonic home, I have not deemed an 
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oflkial visit necessary, as I have been present at nearly all its meetings, and 

have given such instructions from time to time as I was able, and I think 

this lodge will compare favorably with any in the district. it is the practice 

of this and some other lodges in this district, to examine candidates in open 

lodge before advancement, which I think would be well for all lodges to 

imitate, and advance none until they are thoronghly posted in the preceding 

degree. The records of this lodge are in the hands of Bro. T. R. RANSTIW 

and are well kept. 

I attended Bro. SLEEI'Elt'S Lodge of Instruction at Augnsta, and also at 

Bangor, which I deemed very beneficial, and wish more of the officers and 

brethren of the different lodges wonld attend them, as in no other way can 

they get so thorongh instruction. 

And now in closillg, M. W., I desire through you to thank th~ officers and 
brethren of. the several lodges iu this district for their uniform kindness and 

conrtesies. My offic ial duties luwe been very pleasant, and will long be re
me!I1bered by me. I also desire to thank you, Most Worshipful, for this 

my second appointment. 

Fraternally submitted, 

FRANKLIN WALKER., D. D. G. M. 12th M. D. 

Waterville, April 12, 1897. 

THIRTEENTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. AUGUSTUS B. FARNHAM, 

Grand Master of the Graml Lodue of Maine. 

I have the honor to snbmit my third annual report as District Deputy 
Grand Master of the Thirteenth Distrkt. 

October 20th, I vis ited Carrabassett J"odge, No. 101, at Canaan. There 

being no work on hand, tbe officers were publicly installed by me, after 

which a hanqnet was served in the hall below, and the whole conclnded 

with music and recitations. There has been no work done in this lodge; 

but C~Lrrabassett Lodge is not dead. They have just gotten !lew aprons, 
jewels, etc., the best there are iu this district, if not in the state. Bro. 

MASON still has the records, and they are correctly kept. 

January 4th, I visited Euclid Lodge, No. 194, at Madison. There was no 
work at this time, hut the prospects for work are gOO(l. They received 

three petitions at this meeting. I spent an hour with the brethren discuss

ing the ritual. 

8eptember 21st, I installed the officers of Euclid Lodge, in the presence 
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of the brethren and their families, after which a banquet awaited us, to which 

we did ample justice. 

January 12th, I visited Northern Star Lodge, No. 28, at North Anson. 

This lodge had no work, but they had work for me. I installed the officers 

for the ensuing year, after which refreshments were served in the hall below. 
I also conferred the Past Master's degree on the Mastel' elect. 

January 13th, I visited Keystone Lodge, No. 80, at Solon, and witnessed 

work in the E. A. degree. The work was done fairly well, as it was the 

first work which the new board of officers hat! had. The W. Master was 

somewhat embarrassed, but on the whole the work was done well. The rec

ords are still in the hands of Bro. LO:-.lG LE Y, and are well kept. 

October 21st, I publicly installed the officers of Keystone Lodge, No. 80, 

ill the presence of the brethren and their families. At high twelve they had 

thnir annnal dinner, which was a good one, I assure you. 

January 13th, J visited Bingham Lodge, No. 190, at Bingham, and wit

nessed work in the F. C. degree, which was well done. The records are 

still in the hands of Bro. :1\100RE, and are well kept. RefreshlllBllts were 
served in the hall. 

June 20th, I publicly installed the officers of Bingham Lodge, Bro. MARK 

SA \' AG E acting as Grand Marshal. An elegant banquet was served at six 
_Po .M. 

January 16th, I visited Lebanon Lodge, No. 116, at Norridgewock. There 

being no regular candidate, the work in the Third degree was exemplified, 

which was done in a very commendable manner. 

October 17th, I publicly installed the officers of Lebanon Lodge, at Nor

ridgewock, after which a banqnet was served. 

Somerset Lodge, No. 34, at Skowhegan, is my home louge. I have at
tendee! nearly all of the meetings and have witnessed work in all of the degrees. 

The work has been well done. Bro. F. W. ALLEN, W. M., has done the 
work as well as I ever saw it done. The records are still in the hands of 

Bro. LAMBERT and are neatly and correctly kept. 

April 1st, I visited Siloam Lodge, No. 92, at Fairfield, and witnessed work 

in the Third degree, which was as well done as any which I have witnessed 

this year. The W. M. was sick and Past Master LOVEJOY presided. I-Ie is 

an up-to-date officer, I assure you. I had to make but few correct ions. This 

lodge is in a healthy condition. After the lodge closed, refreshments were 
served in the hall. Thus ended my last official visi'tation. 

And now, Most Worshipful Grand Master, permit me to extend to you 
my sincere thanks fo), the honor conferred by my appointment, and to 

heartily thank the officers and brethren for their cord ial and fratel'l1al greet

ings, and for their brotherly kindness and hospitality shown me on all oc-
casions. Fraternally yours, 

FRANCIS H. WING, D. D. G. J.f. 13th M. D. 
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FOURTEENTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. AUGUSTUS B. FARNHAM, 

Grand Master oj the GrantZ Lodge oj Maine. 

I herewith submit my second annual report as District Deputy Grand 

Master of the Fourteenth Masonic District. 
I IHwe visited every lodge in this district at least once, :tnd some of them 

several times, and am pleased to not.e the usual harmonious and fraternal 

feeling that prevails in the district. 

Before entering upon my duty of making official vi€ its, I attended the 

meeting of the Grand Lecturer at Portland, and the instruction there re

ceived was of great help; if the Worshipful Masters, as well as the District 

Deputies, were required to attend these lect.ures, they would · find it gre.aLly 
to their advantage in conferring the degrees correctly. 

December 14th, I visited Ancient York Lodge, No. 155, Lisbon Falls, and 

witnessed work in the F. C. deg.ree, which was well dQne. This lodge has 

the reputation of doing good work and on this occasion it was well main

tained; but few errors or omissions were noticed. The records are still in 
the hands of Bro. PAIlKIN, and are very neatly and correct ly ke~t; from 

them I learn the attendance has been good the past year. 

December 16th, I visited Viilage Lodge, No. 26, Bowdoinham. Work on 
the M. M. degree. This was the first time that most of the present officers 

had worked this dpgree. TlHl Master had held the same position sp.veral 

years ago. The work was satisfactorily done. The records are fine ly kept, 

and dues fairly well collected . I also visited this lodge in October, in COIll

pany with Past .Master JOHN W. B'ALLOU, and assisted in a public installa

tion of the officers. The officers and members are int erested in the work 
and the lodge is in good condition. Refreshments were served at the close 

of each of these meetings. 

December 17th, I made my offic ial visit to Acacia Lodge, Durham. 'York 

was exemplified on the M. M. degree in the afternoon, and it is seldom that 

J have heard the ritual more correctly rendered than by Bro. WRIGHT on 

that occasion. This is a small lodge and the members greatly scattered, yet 

the records show that their regular meetings were held every month in the 
year. It has been the practice of th is lodge the past year, after com plet

ing their regular businpss, to have a lodge of instrnction, and so, not 

only the Master, but other officers, are well up in the work. I think 
it would be a good example for some of the larger lodges to follow. In 
the evening I publicly installed the officers, the families of the members 

being present. After the installation serv ice, there was an entertainment, 

consisting of music, read ing and recitations by Mi'. DENNETT, of Lewiston, 

making it a very pleasant occasion . A fine banquet was served at the close. 
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I desire to express publicly my appreciation to Bro. WRIGHT, who met me 
at the station at Lisbon Falls, and with his own team carried me to Durham, 
and after the close of the service returned with me to the saul e station,' and 
also for the very courteous manner in which he and Mrs. 'WRI G HT enter
tained rnA at their pleasant home during my stay in. Durham. 

In my annual report last year, I said in part of United Lodge, Brunswick : 
"The W. Master and Wardens are all young men, and the interest they 
take in the lodge and in doing th e work will make some of the older masons 
look out for their laurels." My visit on December 22d, convinced me that 
my prediction was con:ect, for the very tine mltnner in which they worked 
the M. M. degree was a proof, as these officers filled the same station. Th e 
cond ition of this, the oldest lodge in this district, is tirst class. Thero is one 
thing about this lodge which to llIe is very pleasant a nd encouraging, a nd 
that' is, that though the officers are young, very many of the older mem bers 
attend the meetings and thus signify their in terest in the lorlge, and at the 
banquet after labor is over, as on this occasion, they luwe sO 'nething very 
interesting to say. 

January 18th, I visited IUchm Olld Lodge, lUcbmond, and witnessed work 
on the Third degree, which was performed in a most pleasing and creditabl e 
manner, not only by the Master, but by the other officers of the lodge. Th e 
candidate was examined in the preceding degree, and the way he answered 
all questions was a proof that he had received proper instruction. The 
social part of Masonry was not neglected, and the questions asked by the 
officers during the banquet showed they were interested in doing good work. 

My last official visit wa.~ at Freeport, March 15th. Here also, they worked 
the Third degree. This was the first time the present Master had worked this 
degree, and due allowance is to be made, for one may repeat the ritual ever 
so correctly when alone, yet when he attempts it in public, and eRpec ially 

I when he knows one is watching every word and act. he is very liablc to 
make at least a few errors. This was done 0 11 this occasion, and yet, on the 
whole, I was pleased with the way in which it was done. The lodge is in 
good condition, the records correctly kept, and the dues fairly well collected . 

The two lodges in Bath, Solar and Polar Star , I have visited so often Lllat 
I did not deem a n official visit necessary, but have made such suggestions 
from time to time as I thought were needed. The officers have been regul [Lr 
in their attendance and take great interest in the work, and have been well 
supported by the brethren. They have each initiated eight cand idates the 
past year, and I can report them in first class cond ition. 

And now, Most Worshipful , I wish to thank you for the honor conforred 
in appointing mo for the second tim e District Deputy Grand Master for the 
:Fourteenth Masonic District. I have endeavored to discharge my duty to 
the best of my ability. My visits to the lodges in the district have beeu 
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very pleasant, as I h~ve on all occasions received their cordial and fraternal 
greetings, and through you, allow me to thank the officeJ's and brethJ'en of 
this district. Fraternally yours, 

SETH S. SNIPE, D. D. G. M. 14th M. D. 
Bath, April 23, 1897. 

FIFTEENTH DISTRICT. 

To M. ,V. AI;GUSTUS B. FAIlNHAM, 

Grand Ma8ter oj the Grctnd Lodge of Maine. 

Again I have the pleasure of submitting for your npprovnl n report of my 
doings as D. D. G. M. of the Fifteenth District. 

I am hnppy to report a good degree of interest in Masonry prevailing 
throughout the district. Peace and harmony exist, amI the bonds of fr iend 
ship and brotherly love were never stronger tban at the present time. 

My nport cannot differ materially from that of last yenr. Whp,rever I 
fonnd good workers last year, there I have also witnessed good work this 
year. 

There has been no lodge of instruction this year within a reasonable 
distnnce of the I1lnsons of this district, so very few, if any, have availed 

themselves of the bp,nefits derived from attending such a lodge. The results, 
however, of the one holden at Fnrmin.gton lnst year, have bebn plainly seen 
in every lodge th,ere represented. I would resp~ctfully urge upon you, Most 
Worshipful, or your snccessor, the importance of another such lodge within 
thl) district in the near future. 

I have visited once every lodge assigned me, excepting Mystic Tie, at 
Weld. I have been obliged to cancel several appointments made with the 

Master of this lodge, on account of rongh weather, which rendered it im
practicable, if not impossible, to take t.he drive across the country. From 

personal knowledge, however, I can avouch for the high standard of the work 
done in -this lodge, and for the untiring devotion of its members to the in
stitut ion they love so well. 

February 4th, Canton . Whitney Lodge, No. 107. I have met no brethren 
in lodge room assembled, where the right hand of fellowship has heell ex
tended with a Wf>rll1er nnd sincerer grasp than in Whitney Lodge. Their 
work on R A. and M. M. degrees was open to very little criticism, being 
performed with due regard for the ritual and for the dignity of the labor 
they were then about. I was pleased to meet upon this occasion Past D. D. 
G. M. Bro. DUIlA BIlADFORD, who as S. F. C. gave ample proof that his 
masonic enthusiasm has in no measure subsided. A banquet served by the 
ladies concluded a most enjoyable evening. 



/ 

Proceedil1-ffS o.f the [May, 

February 17th, Livertnore Falls. Oriental Star · Lodge, No. 21. The 

election in this lodge occnrring in J anuary, but little time had been allow()d 

the new officers to become familiar with the work or 'the duties of their re

spective offices. Lodges, in order to be at their best when the visitmg officer 

is present, should hold their elections as early in the year as September. 
Under the circumstances work on the E. A. degree was very acceptably 

done. The officers are large ly young men, and are apparently enthnsiastic ' 

in the work. I trnst they may succeed in creating a greater interest on the 
part of the members of this lodge-a~ achievement, much to be desired. 

March 15th, Farmington. Maine Lodge, No. 20. Having the sa,me prin

cipal officers as at Illy' last visit of last year, I expected exemplary work, 

and was not disappointed. A II who participated in the working of the M. M. 

degree, even to the candidate himself, performed their parts with precision 

aI1d dignity. If one enjoys good work, it is a pleasure to visit this lodge-a 

pleasure, too, that will be enhanced if one observes the business principles on 

which all its affairs are conducterl. A banquet and social hour concluderl 

the evening's enjoyment. 
March 17th, Wilton. WiltOll Lodge, No. 156. The Master of this ludge 

being one of the active and prominent legislators of the winter, was con

sequently unable to be present upon the occasion of my official visit. This 

lodge seems to be enjoying an unusnal era of prosperity, lead ing all others 

in the rlistrict in the number of initiates for the year. In the early part of 

the year, they had the misfortune to lose by fire their lodge room and much 

of their furniture and' paraphernalia, having no insurance thereon. Tbey 

were soon re-establisbed in tbe old quarters-mad e over into better and more 

modern ones-and now appear to be at their work with more interest and 

enthnsiasm, even, than before. Their work on the E. A. degree, with the 

S. W. in the East, was well performed. 

,\{arch 18th, New Sharon. Franklin Lodge, No. 123. The ice has at last 
been broken, anrl this lodge has been doing the first work for a number of 

years. It has not been that inferior quality of work, however, which might 

be expected after a long period of inactivity. The work on the M. M. degree 

was prompt and impl'ess ive, being very close to the requirements of the re

vised ritual. Bro. JAMES I-I. I-lOWES, the Secretary, who succeeds Bro. ST1N

SON, deceased, is a man of business capacity and exper ience, an enthnsiastic 

mason, and in his hands the affairs of the lodge will be safe. A banqnet 

was much enjoyerl at the close of the lodge. 

March 19th, Strong. D~wis Lorlge, No. 191. Accompan ied by several 
members of Blue Moulltain Lodge, I visited the above and witnessed work 

on the M. M. degree, which was very acceptably performed. This lodge, 

since its formation, has enjoyed a steady and healthy growth. Although 

the youngest, yet there are but three lodges in the district having more 
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members. lts officers arc active, earnest, conservative men, anxious to do 

good work and to advance thc interests of true Masonry. 
Blue Mountain Lodge, No. 67. i have been present, as a member, at 

nearly evp.ry rommunication of this, my own lodge, dur ing the yea!'. It has 

never been in a more tlonrishing condition than at th e present time. Young 

·men who are skillful in masonic work and devoted to masonic interests, men 

of businrss ability and sound judgment, fill its olfic:es. I am pleased to pre · 

sent to the Grami Lodge Comnlittee, at t his session, an np-to-date printed 

history of Bille .\luunt.ain Lodge, carefully written and prepared by OUI' lodge 

historian, Bro. H ., HRY P. DILl .. 

I granted dispensation to Blue Mountain Lodge to attend, as a lodge, 

divine wors"hip in I'hillips. on Frbl'Uary 7th, agreeably to an invitation ex

tended it by Hev. Bro .• J. L. DEMo'rT. 

I have found the same Secretaries in office as last year, with one excep

tion, Franklin Lodgr, of New Sharon. In every instance they a re good men 
and true, and well qualified to fill these important positions. ])ues are 

promptly collected, and all the interests of the several lodges carefully 

guarded. 
I have endeavored to nmke such suggestions and criticisms when visiting 

the different lodges, as seemed to me necessary, and would tend to' elevate 
the standard of the y,ork. I have, upon all such occasions, tried to empha

size the tl'Ue principles of Masonry. I trust that I may have been of some 

help, however slight, in aiding the brethren to a better understanding, and 

appreciation and application of those principles, 

And now, Most' Worshipful, in closing my labors as your representative, 

allow me again to express to you my gratitude for the continued honor you 

have bestowed upon me; and to the officers and brethren of the several 

lodges in the :Fifteenth District, for the very cordial receptions given me, 

and the Illany courtesies extended me as D. D. G. M. 
, 

Fraternally submitted , 

NEWELL P. NOBLE, D. D. G, 11'1. 15ih !rI. D. 
Phillips, April 24, 1897. 

SIXTEENTH DISTRICT. 

To M. 'V. AUGUSTUS B. FARNIIAM, 

Grand Jlaster oj the G-rand Lodge oj Maine. 

I herewith submit my second annual report as District Deputy Grand 
~1aster of the Sixteentli Masonic District for the past year. 

September 22cl, J visited King Hiram Lodge, No. 57, Dixfield, and wit

nessed work in the M. M. degree. The work was fairly well clone, and the 
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officers showed a good interest in Masonry. After making corrections in 
the work, we adjourned to the ante-room, where a lunch was served and a 
pleasant hoUl" spent in social intercourse. 

In November, I had tbe pleasure of being present a t Blaz ing Star Lodge, 
No. 30, Rumford F all s. Two candidates received the M. M. degree in the 
a fternoon, and the work showecl that this lodge was still in practice and 
doing good work. Th is lodge is doing a large amount of work, and th e 
officers are all well posted and take great in terest in the work. In the 
evening I installed the offi Gers, assisted by Past D. D. G. M. W" LI>O PET
TENGILL aR Graftd Marshal; there was a large attendance of masons and 
their friends. The music fcrnished by the orchestra and male quartet added 
much to the interest of the occasion. 

December 17th, in company with about twent.y members of Oxfo rd Lodge, 
J visi ted Crooked River Lodge, No. 152, Bolster 's Mills. The work was on 
the M. M. (legree, and although this is one of the smaller lodges in the d is
trict, the work shows that the officers and memb ers take great. interest and 
try to follo\v the ritual as closely as any of the lodges. After the work, a 
bountiful supper was served in the banquet hall below. 

F ehruary 15th, I was with Evening Star Lodge, No. 147, l3uckfie ld. Wit 
nessed work in the E. A. degree, which was very well done, the officers 

showing lllu ch interest in the work and corrections. 
March 11th, I visited Bethel Lodge, No. 97, Bethel. Work was exempli

fied in the M. M. degree. This being the home lodge of Past D. D. G. M. 
I3 ILLI"'OS, he had left but few chances for correctious. 

March 16th, I made lIly official visit to J efferson Lodge, No. 100, Bryant's 
Pond. Owing to sickness, there werfl. but few out and no work, but we had, 
I trust, a profi table evening, staying t ill a late hour going over the work on 
the three degrees. 

April 13th, I vis ited Paris Lodge, No. 94, South Pa ris. No work, but the 
officers have a good interest and are capable of doillg good work as it comes to 

them . 
• April 14th, I vis ited Gra ni te Lodge, No. 182, West Paris. 'this lodge has 

had no work for some time, ancl the evening was spent in instruction on the 

different degrees. 
Oxford Lodge, No. 18, Norway. I have attended fill its meetings for the 

past year unless absent on masonic business, and feel that I lllay say that it 

maintains its usnal high standing. 
In January, I attended a meeting held by the masonic bodies of this place 

to celebrate the extinguishment of the debt contrac ted to build ollr maSOlllC 
buil,ling. Nille years ago we moved into OUI' new building with a debt of 
nearly $~,OOO , since which time the debt has been paid and there has been 
added to the personal I!l'operty some over $700, with as good a masonic 
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library as therc is in the state, aside from the Grand Lodge. I think I may 
be excus(:!d for speak ing of this. as I think it a record to be proud of. 

I attended the Grand Lecturcr's meeting at Portland, with much profit to 
myself, and feel sat isfied thftt if the Mftsters of the lodges would Illore of them 
attend these meetings they would be of still more benefit than they are. 

In closing, J would say that the records of the different lodges in this dis
t rict are well kept, and the lodges in good standing financially. Trusting 
that 1 may h'Lve been of sunlC benefit to the lodges in the district, permit me 
to thank yuu, M:,)st Worshipful, for the houor you have conferred upon me, 
also the brcthr~n of this district for the hearty co-operat ion and courtesy 
with which I have been treated as your rcpresentative. 

Yours fraternally , 

GEO. W. HOLMES, D. D. G. M. 16th M. D. 

SEVENTEENTH DISTRICT. 

To ~f. ,V. AUGU STUS B. FAHNIIA~I, 

Grand Master oj tlte Grand Lorlye of Maine. 

I am pleased to report that all t.he lodges in the Seventeenth District are 
in a very flourishing condition, and that they show, almost without excep
tion, gains over the preceding year in funds as well as in membership, and 
the growth in numbers is of such character as to assure the success of our 
beloved institution in the future. 

I have visited· officially all the lodges in tbe district, and the more acces
sible ones several times. At all of the meetings I have witnessed work, 
good work, and it would be unbecoming to mention any particular lodge as 
doing the best work. The candidates are examined in open lodge as to their 
proficiency in the prececli ng degrees, and all through the work there is that 

e~trnestness and impressiveness which is characteristic of good officers. 
On June 9th, I visited Presumpscot Lodge', No. 127, at North Windham, 

anll witnessed word in thtl Tllird degree. Some of the officers were not 
present, but their places were filled by some of the Past Masters of the 
lodge, who still took a deep interest in it. The work was well done, and 
Wor. 131'0. W ATBRIIO USE showed that he had given it careful thought. There 
were two candidates. The records of this lodge are carefully kept and the 
dnes well collected. I had ·the pleasure of meeting P. D. D.'s C. E. SNOW, 

H. W. MAXFIELI> and F. Eo CII .. \SB, as well as a large number of brethren 
from the Portland, Deering and Westbrook Lodges. A IUllch was provided 
at the close of the work. , 
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Ueeembcr 2d, I privately installed the officers of Ancient Land Mark 
Lodge, No. 17, in the presence of a large number of brethren. 

December \Jth, I visited officially Deering Lodge, No. 183, at Deering, 
aBd I know of no lodge in the Seventeenth District where wore interest is 
taken in Masonry. B.esides having a large amount of work, rehearsals are 
freqnently held, and tbe iBspecting officer finds little need of instrocting 
them in their duties. They are fortunate in having several Past Masters 
whose interest has not ceased since leaving the chair, but who are present 
at a ll the meetings, and by their presence help maintain the int,crest and 
high stauding of the lodge, which has always been one of the best. Their 
funds are increasing, and they contemplate moving ' from their present 

quarters to one of the best eqnipped lodge rooms in the state. On the oc

casion of my visit, the work was in the Third degree, and under tbe direc
tion of Wor. Bro. ELDER and his efficient corps of officers, was very im
pressively given. There was a large number present, and after the work 
a banqnet was served in Lewis I-I all. 

December 10th, I iustalled the officers of Portland Lodge, ~o. 1. 

January 2,th , I w,tS present by invitation, at the 75th anniversary of 

HarmollY Lodge, No. 88, at Gorham. Tile exercises commenced at 3.:{0 
p , M" and consisted of an ilistorical sketch of the lodge by Bro. S. T. DOLE, 
a nd an interesting address by Rev. Bro. TUOMAS TYI{]E. In the evening, a 
bouutiful supper was served and a receptioll and concert followed. The oc
casion was a very interesting one and was participated in by a large number 
of brethren and their wives. When one cOllsiders the large amouut of work 
necessary to make such an occasion a success (commencing at 3.30 and last
ing IIntil11.80), the Gorham brethren should be congratulated on their efforts. 
The hospitality is unbollnded, and I shall always remember the occasion 
with pleasure. I am under ,)bligations to all the brethren, especially Wor. 
Bros. HANSON, I-lARDING, MILI~ETT and SUACKFOIW, for courtesies extended. 

February 20th, I visited Casco Lodge, No. ;~6, at Yarmouth. I was ac

companied H.. Wor. Bro. SNOW. Work in Fellow Craft's degree, which was 
fairly well done. The officers appear interested, and anxious to do as good 
work as lay in their power. I gave some needed instruction, whiuh was re
ceived in a friendly manner; a goodly number of brethren present. Banquet 
after the work. 

March 3d, I visited officially Ancient Landmark Lodge, No. 17, at Port
hll1d. Work was presented on the Third degree. This being the largest 
lodge in the state and my masonic home, I will only say that it is maintain
ing the high stannard it has always held, and uJl(ler Wor. Bro. CIIAULES P. 
COSTELLO and the officers who are assoc!ated with him, are doillg work 
which it is a pleasure to witness. Records in excellent shape and dues well 
collected. 
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March 10th, was the occasion of my official visit to Temple Lodge, No. 
86, fit Westbrook. This lodge is animated by truly mason ic feeling, and 
the vi~iting officer is warmly greeted and his remarks listened to with close 
attention . The Third degree was conferred on two candidates in lJ.. credit
flble manner, in the presence of a large number of brethren and visitors from 
Portland and Deering Lodges. Records all right; finances in good shape. 

Marelt 16th, visited Hiram Lodge, No. 180, at South Port,.land. The work 
presented was the Third degree; there were two canclidates. This lodge is 
in a prosperous conclition. JlecorCls, in the hands of Wor. Bro. SCAM MAN, 
neatly and correctly kept. A fine line of officers, who do earnest and correct 
work. T_unch after work. 

March 17th, officially visited Atlantic Lodge, No. 81, at Portland; saw 
work on the Third degree; made some corrections, but on the whole, good 
work was presented. The finances of this lodge are in good shape and the 
records, under Bro. C. D . SmTH, are models of neatness and excellence. 
The dues are collected better here than in any lodge under my jurisdiction , 
for which credit should be given their efficient Secretary. 

After some correspondence, I was able to visit Standish Lodge, No. 70, 
on Thursday evening, March 18th. This lodge has been a stumbling block 
for my predecessors for some years past, on account of death of prominent 
members, and the brethren are now so widely scattered that it is almost 
illlpossihie to get even the officers there. 

I was accompanied by P. D. D. C. E. SNOW, Wor. Bros. C. P. COSTELLO, 
.F. H. T Il OM I'SON, Bros. :1<'. 13. FISH, T. R. McD~NALD and L. W. WlllTNEY. 
After supper at Sebago Lake, accompan ied by Wor. Bro. RICH, we drove 
to Standish, where about a dozen brethren were gathered in the hall, which 
was well lighted and heated. I installed their officers, find afterwards, with 
the assistance of the brethren who accompanied me, gave an exemplification 
of the three degrees. From the interest taken that night, I a m inclined to 
think Stand ish Lodge has taken a new lease of life and that the report of 
the next District Deputy will show several new members admitted during the 
year. I am indebted to Wor. Bros. RICH, SWASEY and DRESSER for cour
tesies extended. 

March 24th, I visited offic ially Portland Lodge, No.1, Portland. This 
was the one hundred and thirty-fifth anniversary of the lodge, and the oc
casion was one of great interest. Th e Third degree was confened on three 
candidfltes in a very impressive manner, the officers showing that proficiency 
which only comes with hard work and study. Records, under Bro. G. F. 
GOULl>, in excellent shape and a good fund in the treasury. I had the pleas. 
ure of meeting H. W. J . A. LOVIn:, P. D. D.'s SNOW and MAXFIELl>. After 
the worK a fine banquet was' served, and speeches and music were inllulged 
in till a late hour. 

19 G .• L. 
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March 31st, was the date of my official visit to Harmony Lodge, No. 38, 
of Gorham. I was accompanied by 1:'. D. D. S~ow, "VOl'. Bro. E. G. JACK
SON, Bros. Kl>ATING and SCIlWAIlZ. The fir~t degree was conferred on one 
candid.ate in a creditable manner. Harmony Lodge has not thc alllount of 
material to draw from that some of the more favored lodges have, and are 
not so familiar with the work as they would be did more candidates present 
themselves. But while closeness to the ritual is a great desideratum, the 
tenets of our Order are of far greater importance, and nowhere arc they 
thonght more of than by our Gorham brethren. Any visitor at once feels 
that he is among friends, aud the hospitality and brotherly love exhibited 
by them cannot be exceeded. Records in good hanns; a good line of officers. 
I made some corrections, and suggested changes which were adopted. 1 

had the pleasure of meeting Wor. Bro. MILLl>TT and several other Past 
Masters of the lodge. Banquet and speeches after the work. 

April 7th, I visited Warren Phillips J,odge, No. ll:lfJ, at Cumberland Mills. 
I was accompanied by 1:'. D. D.'s SNOW, MAXFIELD, Wor. Bros. YOIlK, 

T:IOMI"S,ON and WAITE, and a large delegation from the Portland and Deer
ing Lodges. Work was presented 011 the Third degree; two candidates. 
W. Bro. SWETT and his officers show themselves familiar with the work, 
and it was very impressively done; little need of instruction in the ritualistic 
part of the work. The officers are eager to excel each other; such am bi tion 
is commendable, and mnst result in better work. Hecords and fjnances all 
right; banqnet after the work. 

This was my last official. visit, and at all of them I have been received in 
the most fraternal manner by the brethren, and the lIlany courtesics ex
tended to me by the officers and members of the various lodges will al ways 
be remembered with much pleasnre. While I expected to be received in a 
cordial manner as the representative of the Grand Lodge, I was surprised at 
the warm greetings and welcome which awaited me, a stranger to :;tlmost 
all of the lodges outside of this city, and the preparations which were made 
for my entertainment. Many a pleasant honr of social intercourse has been 
profitably passed with the brethren after the work, and ,1t all of them I have 
endeavored to give advice suitable to the occasion. 

In closing, permit me to thank you, Most \Vorshipful, for the cOllfidellce 
you reposed in me in . appointing me to this responsible positioll, which 1 

have endeavored to fill with whatever ability I possess. 

Courteously and fraternally yours, 

FRANKLIN R. REDLON, D. D. G. 111. 17th ;1[. D. 
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EIGHTEENTH DIST RICT . 

To 1\L W. AUGUSTUS B. FAltNHHl, • 
Grand Master oj tlte Grand Lodge oj Maine. 

I have the honor herewith to submit my first annual report as D. D. G. 1\£. 
of the Eighteenth Masonic District. 

J a nuary 14th, I visited Delta Lodge, No. 153, a t Lovell, and I received a 
warm reception from all the brethren there. The F. C. degree was con
ferred 0 11 olle candidate. This lodge does good work, with the exception of 
the changes of 1894; the officers were innocently using the old form and 
zealously instrncting their brethren by its phraseology. The most notice
able part of the work was the examination of the candidate to see if he !lad 
made suitaLle proficiency in the preceding degree to be advanced to the next 
degree. We ollly wish that there were more lodges like Delta Lodge, for 
then we should have more well posted masons. I was invited to make what 
criticisms I had to make and also to instruct them in the revised work, which 
I did, after which the lodge was called from" labor to refreshment," and the 
banquet which followed made ' the" honr of refreshment" long to be re
membered . On retul'l1ing to the hall, I publicly installed the officers elect, 
in the presence of the brethren, their ladies and invited friends. I had the 
pleasure of meeting Past D. D. G. M. J OHN A. FARRINGTON, who is a thor

ough and zealous mason. I wish to extend thanks to Worshipful ~1aster 

KNEELA~W and the brethren of Delta Lodge for courtesies received at their 
hands while there. All that I need say in regard to the records is that they 
are in the hands of Bro. EVWAIW L. BELL. 

On J anuary loth , I made my official visit to Oriental Lodge, No. 13, at 
Bridgton. This is one of the oldest lodges in the district, and bears the rep
utation of doing good work; that reputation was well sustained this even
ing. The M. M. degree was conferred on two candidates in a manner highly 
creditable to W. M. L IBBY and his officers. Bro. LIllUY a nd his officers 

are thorough ritualists, and the duty of the viSit ing officer was made light, 
for there was but little to crit ic ise or correct. The large attendance of 

members, among whom I was gratified to l~arn were eight Past Masters, 
gave evidence of an interest which good work on the part of the officers al
ways ensures. The opening was of equal merit with the work. RetUl:ns 
are promptly made, and they a re conferring the degrees on some of the 
bright and active young men of the town. Oriental continues to be the 

," banner" lodge of the eighteenth district. I am indebted to Past D. D. 
G. M. I SA IAll S. "VE llU, W. M. NORMAN H. LlllllY and P . M. MILLARD 
:\1. CASWKLL , for courtesies extended to me while there. I found the rec
ords to be a model of perfection in the hands of Bro. CUAnl:<'. Hefresh

ments were served at the close of the meeting. 
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On Marcil 13th, I visited Shepherd's River Lodge, No. 16\), Brownfield, 
accompanied by Bro. JOlIN PARIU;R, P. 1\1. of Greenleaf Lodge. Thp offi
cers exemplified the E A. degr~e in a ,nanner to convince me that they in
tend to be ready for 1V0rk should any present itself. The few corrections 
wade were kindly received. Records well kept. 

It was my purpose to have visited Pythagorean Lodge, No. 11, Fryeburg, 
March 15th. I had notified the brethren to that effect, but unforeseen and 
unavoidable circumstances deprived me of that pleasure, much to my regret. 
I secured the services of Bro. JOlIN l;'ARKER, P. M., of Greenleaf Lodge, No. 
1l7. He visited Pythagorean Lodge, March 15th. The attendance fair, 
business well done and in good style; records well kept in every way, and 
give evidence of being in a good, healthy, harmonious and prosperous con
dition, the only contention being" that noble contenticn, or rather emula
tion, of who can best work and best agree." I have always known that 
this lodge was one of the best in the district. I am personally acquainted 
with many of the lllembers, and also know that everything pertaining to the 
successful lodge can be found here. 

On March 16th, I visited Mount Tire'lll Lodge, No. 132, Waterford. The 
traveling was so bad that but a small number were present. I examined 
the records, which are correctly kept by Bro. J. F. JEwr'1"r. I then spent 
some time in inquiring into their manner of working, and answering such 
questions as they were pleased to ask. The officers are new to their stations 
and positions, but I am confident they will maintain the reputation which 
they have established of having one of the best working lodges in the district. 

On March 17th, accompanied by Bro. JOliN PARKEU, P. M. of Greenleaf 
I.odge, I visited Mount Moriah Lodge, No. 56, Denmark. I can say, with 
Bro. SUMNEH, I found them in a somnambulistic state, and I think they will, 
like" Rip Van Winkle," wake up some morning and find thrtt they have 
been asleep for" twenty years." I know they labor (as well as oue other 
lodge in the Eighteenth District) under some trying difficulties, but their 
present mode will not eradicate those difficulties. Their records are well 
kept. 

I did not deem it necessary to officially visit my own lodge, knowing its 
officers and b,rethren. The W. Master, Bro. WILLIAM R CoP!', is a young 
man, full of energy and zeal, and is ably supported by Past D. D. G. M. 
HOWARD BHA CKET'J', S. W., Past D. D. G. M. JOHN BHAULEY, J. "V., and 
P. M. JOHN PAHKEH, S. D., and I might add, that as long as those brethren 
and others continue to be active members, it is almost impossible for them 
(as a lodge) to materially err. Most of the lodges in the district seelll to be 
more fortunate than Greenleaf Lodge in making maSOIlS, yet we are not dis
couraged, ~s we feel we are on firmer ground, witll better outlook in future. 
I have attendeo mosL of the meetings of this lodge, and officiated in install-
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ing the officers for the ensuing year . The records a re in the hands of Bro. 
GEOnG}; II. 1>ARK ER, and a re a pattern of neatness. 

November 11 th, attended masonic convention at Portland, conducted by 

"IN. Bro. FHANl( E. S LE EPER, where I received much valuable instrucLi on 
in the work. 

In closing, allow me to extend my thanks to tilO melpbers of the different 

lodges, for th eir kindn ess and courtesy during my offi cia l visits, and to you, 
Most Worshipful, for the honor you ha ve conferred upon me by this ap-
pointment. Fratel'l1ally submitted, 

JAMES C. A YEH, D. D . G. M. 18lh M . D . 
Cornish, April 7, 18!l7. 

NINETEENTH DISTRICT. 

To M . ..,V. A UGUST US n. FARNHAM, 

Gmnd Ma.~ter of the Grand Lodge of Ma'ine. 

I have the honor to present herewith my second annual report as District 

Deputy Grand Master of the Nineteenth Masollic District. 

In submitting this r p,por t I feel that I have, through the occurrence of un

avoidable circuml'tances, in some instances been negligent in my duties, but 

I can assure you that I ha ve, so fa r as was possible, performed t hem to the 
best of my ab ili ty. 

Those lodges which I have visited I have found to be in excellent concli

tion, ar,d the fraternity t hroughout the district is in an apparently healthy 

state. I question if any district within t he Grand Jurisdiction will , as a 

whole, evince more interest in the work or make a better showing thau this, 

the Nineteenth. 

To Dunlap T.odge, No. 47, of Biddeford , the Order is indebted for the in

terest and devotion shown for the Order by its members. A fine ed ifice, 

containing a beautiful masonic home and a vigorous and thriving lodge, are 
some of the results of its past year' s labors. ' I t is a great pleasure for me to 

record the complet iOl~ of a work of so much beauty as the new masonic 
building at Biddeford, and the spirit whi ch led to the concept ion and comple

tion of this work can , I think, be safely trusted in extending thp, influence and 

carrying out the principles of our Order in the ir community. Having in
spected the new building and apartments des igned for use of the Order, on 

April Hlth , I gave Dunlap Lodge formal permiss ion to occupy th eir new home , 
and with this permission went my best wishes for their future prosperity and 

happiness, and with the harmonious and fraternal feeling wh ich so evidently 
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prevails amongst the brethren of this lodge, there can be but little doubt of 

its continued success. 

As previously stated, I have, from variolls causes, been able to visit but 
few of thc lodges in my district, Arundel, No. 76, Kennebunkport; Ocean, 

No. 142, W ells ; Arion, No. 162, Goodwin's Mills; St. Aspinquid, No. 198, 
York Village, and Naval No. 184, Kittery , being all that I was able to 

reach. In most of these lodges I found much interest ev inced by the breth
ren, and in all save one the work performed in a sati sfactory manner. 

Arundel, No. 7(J, ' Kennebunkport, is a fine working lodge, with a,n inter

ested and wide-awake set of members. To Bro. RE UE L W. NORTON, W. M. 

of the lodge, is without doubt due much of its success, but though his work 

is of a high standard of excellence, and his interest in the lodge undeniably 

great, yet the cheerful and intelligent support of the offi cers and members 

of his lodge cannot but be of material service in giving him the necessary 

stimulus to k eep the work of the lodge up to its present standard. 

Ocean, No. 142, Wells, as in the past, is not behind in her work or inter
est. Bro. LYMAN F . GETcnELL, W. M. of this lodge for the past two years, 

was wisely re-elected Master, and to say that he is a most careful, well 

informed and conscientious officer will be but giving IJim his just dues. The 
work of this lodge is good , and the interest and activity of its members en

couraging. As it has progressed in the past, so, I trust, may it continn e to 

prosper in the future. 
St. Aspinquiel, No. IDS, York Village, I am able to report as being in the 

front rank of masonic workers, and its master , officers and members all 

seem interested and well-informed. Though the work witnessed by me was 

the first performed by the new officers of the lo(lge, it was more nearly per

fect than some performed by many officers of longer experience. The rec

ords of tbis lodge, in the bands of Bro. GEORGE F. PLAI STED, are models of 

neatness and accuracy, and it would, in my opinion, be elifticult to tlnel rec

ords that will excel them for beauty a nel correctness. 

On March lDth, R. W . Deputy Grand Master J OS ll PH A. I ,OO KI" as spec ial 

representative of the M. W. Grand Master, accompanied by myself, made an 

offic ial visit to Arion Loelge, No. 162, at Goodwin'S Mills. This lodge, as 

was stated in my last annual report, is not all that can be desired, but though 

still far below the sLandard of masonic excellence, there bas been a decided 

change in the feelings of the members of the lodge, as well as in its tlnancial 
condition. Much may be expected of this lodge, now that it has awakened 

from its lethargy, and I trust it may be recorded in a few years as one of the 

best lodges ill the district. The material for a good lodge is there, and let us 

hope that our brethren of A rion Lodge will realize that Masonry imposes 

obligations upon them which they cannot escape, and can only fulfill by using 

their best endeavors to establish a perfect working, well-equipped and in-



Grand Lodge 0/ Maine. 281 

terested lodge, in which the pure principles of Masonry shall be e)(emplified 

in a manner that shall do justice to our Order. That t he brethren of this 

lodge may succeed in attaining for it a position second to none in the dis
tri ct or state, is my most earnest dcs ire. Bm. LOC K~ and mysf\lf thoroughly 

investigated t he records of -the lodge, and after an exemplification of the 

work pf th e Third degree, Bro. L OC KE , in a forceful though pleas ing man-' 
ner, call ed the attent ion of the members to the faults of t he lodge, and sug

gested as remedies, measnres which, if carried Ollt, cannot fa il in plac ing this 

lodge where it belongs amongst its s ister lodges of the dis trict, and where I 

think its members des ire to see it. I hope for mLlch fmm this vis it of our 

Depu ty Grand Master, a nd cannot but believe that the members were con

vinced by his remarks t hat their only hope of ever becoming a credit to the 

Order lay in fo llowing his adv ice, and in fulfilling the du t ies which member

bership in our Order imposes upon us. 

I would say that I have ascerta ined th e co ndition of t hose lodges which I 

have been unable to vis it fro lll well-info rmed breth ren, and all report a 

healthy and gratify ing con(lition, though doing but litt.le work. 

I have furnished P ast Masters' Diplomas dming th e year to such Past 

Masters as have applied for them. 

I desire to extend my thanks to B ros. GE'rC n ~ LL, of Ocean Lodge of 
"Veils, NORTON, of Amudel of Kennebunkport , and Lll'TL~; I'IELO , of Arion , 

Goodwin's Mills, for courtesies extended me in the way of lodging and food, 

saving me much trouble amI discomfort, owing to lack of hotel accommoda

tions at these places. T o them and their families 1 return my most s incere 

thanks fo r the kindly consideration shown me. 

In clos ing, Most Worshipful , I wish to once more thank you for the con
fidence shown me in re-appoin t ing me as your represen tative in this district, 
a nd whil e I may ha ve made errors, I have, I trust, done somc little good. 

The errors I may have committed will, I trust, be forgotten, and only the 

good I may have done be remembered of me. 
With s incerest wishes for the future prosperIty of th e c raft throughont 

the district and state, I have the honor to remain, 

Yours fra ternally , 

ISAA C N. H URD, D. D . G. M . 1.9th M . D . 
Kittery, ,\1e. , April 28, 1807. 

TWENTIETH DISTRICT. 

T o M. \V. A UGUST US B. FARN HAM, 

Grand Master oj tlte Grantl L odue of Maine. 

Previous to submitting my annual report as D. D. O. M. of the Twentieth 

Masonic District, permit me to say, that while I have visited all the lodges 
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in this district, yet I feel that I have not done my full duty, as 1 did not 

make my offic ial visits until April. After attending the Grand Lecturer's 

meeting at Bangor, I intended to visit, at the earliest possible dates, the 

various lodges at regular meetings, but pressure of business for some time, 

anel previous arrangements to be out of the state, delayed my visits to this 
titne. However, I have endeavored to fulfill t he dnty to the best of my 

knowledge, according to the circumstances. 
Assisted by Pas~ Master HAl-PH SCRIIlNEIl as Marshal, I publicly installed 

the officers of Baskahegan Lodge, September 10th, and on November 14th 

publicly installed the officers of Forest Lodge. 

November 17th, I attended the Grand Lecturer's meeting at Bangor. The 

day was spent by different one's reciting the ritual, which was very instruc

tive. 
In December, assisted by Bro. R. SCRlB~mR as Marshal, I installed the 

officers of Horeb Lodge. 
April 3d, I offi cially visited Baskahegan I"odge, No. 175, at ·Danforth. 

'Vitnessed work in the M. M. degree, which was very well done. A few 
mistakes were made, but those making them have the reputation of being 

well posted and good workers in the lodge, alld were of course as well aware 

of the mistakes as anyone. This was a special meeting well :1ltended, and a 

very interesting one. After the meeting, a b>tnquet was had at Hotel Ven

d.-,me. Past D. D. G. M. M. L. PORTER is Secretary, which is sufficient 

explanation. The dues are closely collected, and thereby the lodge is in a 

prosperous condition . 
April l;~th , I visited Molunkus Lodge, at Sherman Mills. Wi tnessed very 

good work in the E. A. anti M. M. degrees. There was a very large :1ltend

ance, and all present, both officers and members, showed much enthusiasm, 

and espec ially the Master, Bro. ISAAC Cus mlAK. Bro. CUS HMAN showed 

himself a thorough Master of the ritual, and considering the fact that he has 

only been a mason four years, and is now sixty-eight years of age, offers not 

only a lesson for our consideration, but a worthy example for us younger 

masons to follow. The dues are better collected than formerly, and an in·· 

creasing amount of work puts the lodge in good financial condition. The 

reco;·ds a re neatly and correctly kept. A few correct ions were made. Re
freshments were served. 

April 15th, I visited Katahdin Lodge, at ratten. Work in the M. M. 

degree, which to my surprise is very seldom excelle!l. The work here has been 

almost at a standstill for several years until t he last year, when, through 

some mysterious channel, applications of a very worthy ch aracter have been 

received, and they already a re looking forward to a larger and more com

modious 1:all. The officers, with but one exception, and he only older ill 

years, are yOl1llg men, full of energy and zeal, and fully determined to keep 
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on a level. The W. M., Bro. BONNEY, is a fine ritualist and is ably supported 
by all the officers. The Treasurer informed me that their assets were nearly 
seven hundred dollars. The Secretary, Bro. P ERIn' , was in Boston, but his 
books show the records well kept. Thirty-five members present, and re
freshments ser ved in the banquet h.all. This was the most interesting meet
ing I attended. 

April 17th, I visited Pine Tree Lodge, at Mattawamkeag. Considering the 
in clement weather , there was a very good attendance. Work in the E. A . 
degree, which was very well done. Foul' of the officers' cha irs were fill ed 
by members, which is always a hindrance to good work. The records show 
that the attendance at lodge meetings is quite large, many living several 
miles away. The records are in the hands of Past n. n. G. M. GEO. W·. 
S ~II'I'II , which is sufficient guara ntee of their being proper ly attended to. 
They report about three hundred dollars in the treasurer's hands. 

April 20th, I visited Horeb Lodge, at I_incoln. Special Meeting. Th ere 
was a very good attendance and work was pxpected in the E. A. degrp.e, but 
the candid ate d id not appear and some t ime was spent in passing lectlll'es 
and discussing the work in general. This lodge has done but lietle work of 
late, but their officers seem very enthusiastic a nd efficient in the work. Bro. 
PL UMLY, as formerly, has charge of the records. ;rhey report about four
teen hundred dollars in the treasury. 

I have attended Forest Lodge at nearly all of their meetings. This being 
my own lodge, of course I am greatly interested. We have done no work 
fo r the year, but its officers, being so determined to be in proper condition 
when work does come, often exemplify some parts of the degrees. The 
duties of Secretary are especially well performed by Bro. L. W. TIUSK. 

Most Worshipful , I thank you for the honOl: conferred , and the brethren 
for the courtesy extended on every occasion. 

Fraternally YOlll'S, 
PITT I-I. JONES, D. D. G. M. 20th M. D. 

TWENTY-F IRST DISTRICT. 

To M. "'V. A UGUST US B. FARNHAM , 
Grand Master oj the GrantZ L odUe oj Maine. 

I herewith submit my first annual report as District Deputy Grand Master 
of the Twenty-First Masonic District. 

November 18th, I attended Graml Lecturer's convention at Bangor. 
Thbre were five lodges of this d istrict represented, as foll ows: Mount Desert, 
No. 140, by M. L. ALLEN, W. M.; J OHN ALLEN SO~fE S, · J. D.; GEORGE A. 
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SOMES, Past Master. Bar Harbor, No. 185, by its Secretary, B. L. HAD

LEY, Junior Grand Warden ; Esoteric, No. 159, by T. Eo IIALE, W. M.; Ly

gonia Lodge, No. 40, by its Secretary, .JAM~~S Eo PARSONS, Grand Junior 

Deacon; Rising Sun, No. 71, by FIlANK K COTTON, W. M. All were vcry 

much pleased with the lectures , nd the instructions given. 
November 19th, officially visited Bar Harbor Lodge, No. 185. A large 

number of the brethren were present. Work in the Master Mason's degree 

was well done-very nearly perfect. Bro. ll. L. HADLEY is still Secretary, 

and the records are neatly and correctly k ept; the dues are promptly col

lected, and the finances are carefully looked after; ~he lodge is in It flour
ishing cond ition. 

November 25th, visited Lygonia Lodge, No. 40. Owing to a IitLle misun

derstanding, I was not expect(~d, but yet there was a goodly number of the 

brethren present, a candidate for the Eo A. clegree being ava ilable. Work 

in that degree was perform ed very satisfactorily. Bro. JAM ES E. p" IlSO l'S 

is still in charge of the records of the lodge, and they a ,'3 models of neat

ness. His method of keeping tbe books and collecting the dues is excellent. 

November 26th, visited Esoteric Lodge, No. 159. The M. M. degree was 

conferred on three canclidates in a manner that reflected great credit on th e 
Master and other officers of the lodge. Th ey have added a little to the work 

in this degree, but it does not detract from the work, which was performed 

in a very impressive and inst1'llctive manner. This lorlge is very pleasantly 

situated in its new quarters in the Manning Block. Their meetings are well 

attended and a large amount of work is being done. 

January 14th, I again visited this lodge, by invitation of W. M. HALE, to 

witness work in th e E. A. degree, which was conferred on three candidates. 

A very pleasant feature of t1l,il' evening was the presentation of a Knight 

Templar regalia to W. M. T. E. HAL', by the lodge. The records of the 

lodge are in the hands of Bro. M. S. SMITH, and.are well kept, and the dues 

promptly collected. 

December 14th, visited F elicity Lodge, No. ID, at Bucksport. Work in 

the Fellow Craft's clegree. Owing to the meeting of several other orders on 

this night, and some repairs being done on their hall, there was not a very 

large attendance of the brethren, but a very pleasant and profitabl e evening 
was spent in examining the books, witnessing the work, asking and answer· 

ing questions; and last but not least, in partaking of It nice supper, which 

was served at the hotel of Bro. JOSE PH G'LLl"'. Bro. GEO. O. MITcm~LL 

is another model Secretary, carefully looking after the financial condition of 

the lodge. 
December 15th, visited Rising Sun Lodge, No. 71, Ol'iand. Work in 

M. M. degre.e, which was well done according to the old lodge ritual, they 

not having been instructed in the work of thE: revised ritual. I did not at-
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tempt to note e~l'Ors during the work, hut afterward the Master recited the 

ritual, and I then made the necessary corrections. Hefreshments were 

served, after which a Past Master's lodge was opened, and that degree con
ferred on the Master elect. 

December Wtil , I publicly installed the officers elect of Rising Sun Lodge. 

Although it was a cold, disagreeable evening, the town hall, where the in

stallation was held, was well filled. After the officers were duly installed a 
splendid supper was served. 

December 28d, I publ icly lllstalled the officers elect of TrelTlont Lodge, No. 
7i, assisted by M~ L. ALL&N, W. M. of Mount Desert Lodge, as Grand 
Marshal. 

January 27th, visited Winter Harbor Lodge, No. 192. A 101lge of Fellow 

Crafts was held in the afternoon . \Y. M. GEO . W . TRAc ~ being unavoid
ably absent, had requested P. M. PARK~; R to take the East, which he did, 

and conferred the F. C. degree in a very creditable manner; very few cor

rec tions were needed. Hecords of the lodge in fin e shape. In the evening 

conferred the P. M. degree on the Master elect, and afterward publicly in

stalled the officers elect for the ensuing year. This lodge seems to be in 
good condition, the brethren interested anrl everything moving smoothly. 

A chapter of the Eastern Star has been formed here and is flourishing. 

February 4th, visited Tremont Lodge, No. 77, and witnesserl work in F . C. 

degree, which was r()ndered very well by the new officers, who are all young 

masons1 with one or two exceptions. Bro. ,VAL R. KEEN~~ is Secretary of 
this lodge, and is ~t carefnl and p~tinstaking officer. 

Mount Desert Lodge, No. 140, being my home lodge-, I havfl not visited 
it officially, but think I have misserl but one meeting during the year. !. 
shall speak especially of the meeting held February 18th, when the M. M. 
degree was conferred in the presence of a large number of the brethren of 

the lodge, and about thirty visitors, mostly from Bar Harbor. The work 

was periormfld in a manner that won many words of praise from visiting 

brethren, especially the M. M. lecture by W. M. M. L. ALLEN, which was 

pronounced by Bro. B. L. HADLEY, .Junior Grand Warden, to be perfect. 

Bro. A LLEN has few equals as a presiding officer, and deserves great cred it 

for the correctness of his work. Bro. LYMAN H. SOMES is still Secretary, 
and is as careful and efficient as ever. 

A chapter of the Eastern Star has been form~d here, which has qn ite a 
large membership, and seems to be a great help to the lodge. There is 

also a chapter formed at Tremont. 

Thanking you for the honor conferred upon me, I am, Most Worshipful 
Grand Master, your obed ient servant, 

EZHA G. MASON, D. D. G. M. 21.~t M. D. 
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TWENTY-SECOND DISTRICT. 

To M. W. AUGUSTUS B. FARNHAM, 

Grand Master oj the Grand Lodue oj Maine. 

I herewith submit the annual report of the D. n. G. M. of the Twenty
second Masonic District. In making this report, I feel constrall1ed to say 
that owing to poor health I have not been able to do my duty as fully as it 
would have pleased me to have done. My appointment as D. D. G. M. was 
an entire surprise to me. However, by your authority I was installed at a 

regular communication of Pat'ian Lodge, No. 100, Corinna, by Bro. 1'. M. 

N. R. PACKARD. 

Now, thinking that I should be greatly benefited by attending a Lodge of 
Instruction, I deferred any official visits until afte'r I attended the conven
tion at Bangor, in November, which I can only speak of in the highest 

terms. 
Septcmbe.r 29th, I publicly installed the officers of Pari an Lodge, No. 100" 

at Corinna. This is my home lodge, and I have attended nearly all the 
meetings the past year, and I will only add that there are but few lodges in 
this district doing any better work than Parian. 

Wednesday, December 14th, I visitod Corinthian Lodge, No.9£), Hart
land. This was a regular communication. Attendance good. I wit.nessed 

work on the M. M. degree, which was done in a passable manner. Hefresb
ments were served. Records good. 

Thursday, December 15th, I vis ited Meridian Splendor Lodge, No. 49, 
Newport. This was a regular communication, and after the routine busi
ness was done, the doors were th rown open anel the Hall was well filled with 
masons, their ladies and friends. I then, by invitation, publicly installed 
their officers, assisted by R. W. W. H. MITcHELr~, P. D. D. G. M., as Mar
shal. After the installation, a bountiful supper was served, followed by an 
excellent entertainment. A very enjoyable occasion . 

Wednesday, February 17th, I vis ited Pacific Lodge, No. 64, Exeter. This 
also was a regular communication, and work was expected, but, owing to 
the weather and bad traveling, the candidate did not arrive. Work was ex
emplified on the M. M. degree, which was almost perfect, so far as I was 
able to judge. This lodge is in a prosperous condition financially. Records 

good. 
Friday, February 12th, I visited Meridian Lodge, No. 125, Pittsfield. 

There was a small attendance for a regular communication. Work was ex
emplified in the M. M. degree, which was first class. I felt very much 
pleased with the manifest interest of the officers to get the work jnst right. 
This is the banner lodge this year in the amount of work done in this dis
trict, having initiated thirteen. Records well kept. 
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I very mllch regret that I have been unable, owing to sickness, to visit 

Archon, Cambridge 01' Plymouth Lodges. 
And now, Most Worshipful, I desire to thank you for the honor you have 

I 
conferred upon me, and the brethren for their courtesies extended to me as 
yonr representat.ive. :Fraternally yours, 

J. H. SHEPHERD, D. D. G. j\{. 22d. M. D. 

TWENTY-THIRD DISTRICT. 

To M. W. AUGUSTU S B. FARNHAM, 
Grand. lvlaster oj the Grand. Lodge oj Maine. 

I have the honor to submit my annual report of the Twenty-third Masonic 
nistri~t. 

The masonic year which has just closed has been marked by no important 
event in t.he district over which my jnrisdiction extends. Harmony has pre
vailed between the several lodges and among the brethren. I have visited 
most of the lodges once during tbe past year. 

On the 26th of December, by invitation of Worshipfnl Bro. LAWTON M. 
SAYWAIW, P. M., I visited and installed the officers of Fraternal Lodge, of 
Alfred, assisted by Worshipful Bro. STBPHEN MITCHELL, Marshal. The in
stallation exercises were interpersed with fine vocal and instrumental music, 
after which refreshments were served and an hour spent socially. 

I agaill visited this lodge on the 17tb of March, to inspect their work, at 
which time the M. M. degree was cOllferred on one candidate, which was 
done in a very dign ified manner. I was pleased to note that the interest in 
Masonry here is not confined to the officers only, but pervades the whole 
lodge. Records neatly kept by Bro. JOHN M. AKERS. 

February Hlth, visited Sprin;l:vale Lodge, Sanford, at their stated meet
ing. After the rpgular business of the meeting the brethren exemplified 
work on tbe K A. degree, and they fully sustained their repution of doing 
good work. The records were in good shape, Worshipful Bro. F. H. DEX

TBII being Secretary. After closing the lodge, the brethren were served 
with oyster supper, fruit. etc., which terminated another very enjoyable oc
casion for the members of Springvale Lodge. 

February 17th, visited Sanford Lodge, at Sanford. The officers of this 
lodge seemed anxious to do their whole duty. No candidate bein~ present, 
no work was done. The records are kept in a very efficient manner and 
are worthy of imitation. 

March :Hth, visited Freedom Lodge, at Limerick. From some cause this 
lodge has not enjoyed that degree of prosperity the past few years that its 
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surround ings should warrant. It is hoped that under the administration of 

the new officials, this lodge may take a new lease of life and attain that 

place where it rightfully belongs, among the best lodges in the district. 

Day Spring L~dge, No. 107, Newfield, be ing my home lodge, I have at

tended most of the meetings for the past year, and given such instructions 

and made snch corrections as I thought necessary. The members of this 

lodge have not taken the interest the last year which they shou ld; but I 

think they will do better this next year, as the officers are young Inen a nd 

young masons, and a re taking a great interest in the work. GEO. O. JI ,\1',

NA !'OIW still has th e books. 

On account of stormy weather I ha ve not visited Drummond Lodge, No. 

11S, Buxton Lodge, No. 115, and Adoniram Lodge, No. 27, but learn that , 

they are prospering masonically. 

III conclusion, permit me to thank you, M. W ., for the appointJUent, a nd 

also the brethren for their many acts of kindness. 

Respectfully and fraternally submitted, 

A. Q. MITC HELL, D. D. G. M. 23d l~f. D. 
West Ne\yfield, Ma rch 31, I S07. 

TWENTY- FOURTH DISTRICT. 

To M. W. A UGUSTUS B. FAUNIJAM , 

Grand Mastel' of the Grand Lo(/ge uf Mnine. 

MOST vVonsHIPF uL Sln:-I have the honor to submit a statement of my 

otIicial acts and the condition of the several lodges submitted to my super

vision in t his district for the year past. 

I find , without exception, that the lodges are in a healthy a nd prosperous' 

cond ition; nearly all are exceptionally well officered. B ecords well kept 

a nd ha ving each a neat fund in the treasury. There is a growing apprec ia

tion of the value of cOJ'l'ectly interpreting the design of onr sublime teach

ings, which I am pleased to note is being felt in the steac!y increase in at

t endance, a nd the desire of all to study more carefully , if poss ible, the natu re 

of the reciproca l duties of lodge and brother. 

November 80th, I had t he pleasure of assisting (as Ma rshal) R. W. Bro. 

A. M. l'ENLJ<:Y , Senior Grand Warden of this Grand Lodge , who publicly 

installed the otIicers of his own lodge, Ancien t Brothers' , No.1 is, Auburn , 

in an impressive Illanner. The ceremony was followed by a pleasing concer t 

and an hour at refreshment. 

Monday, February 8th, assisted by R W . EDWIN K. SmTIl as Ma rshal, 
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and Rev. W. MAlt'l'YN SUMM)';lUl)';LL, Chaplain of the Grand Lodge, as 
Chaplain , I installed the otlicers of Ashlar Lodge, No. 105, ill the presence 

of its own large membership and of invited male friends. A short concert 
of much merit was enjoyed, concluding with a visit to the banquet ball, 

whE're a fin e spread was enjoyed. 

Wednesday, February 10th, with the assistance of H. W. EDWIN K. SMITH 
a~ Grand Marshal, and Hev. Bro. II ),;NltY E. llos)'; as Grand Chaplain , I in-

- stalled the officers of Tranquil Lodge, No. :.!9, Auburn. A very la rge gather
ing of the craft and their fri ends was present, and the evening was made very 

enj oyable by the excellent mnsical program, alid a very interesting talk on 

Masonry by Hev. Bro. HOSI'. 
The date of my visit to Nez inscot Lodge, No. 101, Turner, was set for 

:February l:~th, but owing to the death of my father call ing me to Connec

ticut, I appointed R. W. FJ<ANK T. FA ULKN),;)t to make the visit for ' me, and 

he reports the lodge in good condition and maintaining its standard of work, 

whicb by the way has alw<tys been r(':gm'ded as among the best in this dis
trict. 

March 18th, 1 visited Tyrian Lodge, No. 7:-), of Mechanic Falls, in coinpany 

with Bro. E. K. S~II'I'JJ, and witnessed very good work in the M. M. degree. 

I was very much pleased with the spirit sbown in the interpretation of the 

ritual , and the music introduced by the quartette was appropriate, and not 

used to excess as is sometimes the case. Til e records are still in the halJds 
of that faithful officer, Bro. J)';Fk' )';RI)';S, and they are th e records of prosperity 

and good government. "VOl'. Bro. DWINAL is a good host, and the social 
bour at refreshment and tbe post-prandial interchange of masonic sentiment 

was a fittin g finale to a profitable evening in the study of the exoteric and 
esoteric. 

March 20th, I found myself inspect ing the work of Ancient Brothers 

LOllge, No. 178, of Aubnl'll, in the M. M. degree. A very large attendance 

of brethren from both sides of the ri vel' were present. Here 3.1S0 I found 

good work, particularly so with the- W. M., G)';ORG~ Eo MCCANN, who is a 

good ritualist and a c lose student; and I feel confident that the motto here 

will be ever" onward and upward." Tbe records show a good a mount of 

work awi a gain in financial standing. The work was followed by a few 

moments devoted to the interests of the" inner man" and very interesting 

remarks were made by prominent brethren. This is the masonic home of 

H. W. Bro. l'ENL)';Y, ~. G. W. of this Grand Lodge, who is a conRtant at
tendant and an enthusiastic worker. 

The date fixed for llIy visit to the oldest lodge in th is district, Cumberland, 

No. 12, was prevented by a severe storm and the almost impassable condi

tion of the roads. I have received a very complete statement from Bro. 

GODlSG, its faithful Secretary, and I am pleased to note that this lodge has 
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taken a step in advance of previous years in its work and zeal, and has a 

snug IiWe sum on the right side of the ledger. 
April 12th, I called on my nearest neighbor and witnessed work in M. M. 

degree in Ashlar Lodge, No. 105, the largest in this district. The work was 

very well done, and I alll pleased to say a decided improvement on the previ
ous year, and I look to this lodge to take its place alllong the best working 

lodges in the district, as the ofl?cers are earnest and show a great intercst. 

Past Master F. I. MOIUtILL still exercises his vigilance in keeping th e 

records, alld they are in good hands. Through W. Bro. W~l. J. BURJSIlAM, 
Treaslll'er, I leal'll of the great work this lodge h,ts done in the way of 

charity during the past year, and it is a noble record. Wor. Bro. C. A. 

JUMPJCR is Master of this lodge and th e improvement in work bears wiLlJess 

to his zeal. 
April 14th, I was the official guest of Tranquil Lodge, No. 20, Aubul'l1, at 

which meeting I witnessed the ' M. M. degree, which, considering the fact 

that this was the first t ime this degree had been worked by the new officers, 
was certainly very creditable . . I was extremely well pleased With the in

terpretation given, which in a considerable measure atoned for ritualistic 
inaccuracies, which were to be expected in the first work done. I found in 

this lodge the Hiram AbUI of record-making, in the person of Bro. J. F. 

ATWOOD, whose books, besides showing an excellent condition of the lodge, 

cQntain the most beautifully written records it !1as ever been my fortune to 

see. At this communication I had the pleasure·of meeting R W. Bros. 
W. F. LOllD, A. M. l{OAK and A. L. TA "BOT, permanent members of this 

Grand Lodge, the first two members of Tranquil Lodge; also Past D. D. G. M. 

EDWIN K. SMITH, o"f Habboni Lodge. Refreshm ents were served, followed 

by many excellent fraternal greetings. The affairs of this lodge are safe in the 

hands of W. M. J . P. HU'l'CHINSOJS, an excellent presiding officer and a 

zealous mason. 
Unavoidable circumstances prevented my visit to Webster Lodge, No. 1U4, 

Sabattus, at the time appointed, April 24th: llluch to my disappointment.. 

This being the masonic home of our Grand Lecturer, M. W. Bro. SLBEl'EH, 
he kindly reported to me the cond ition of the lodge, which shows that thcre 

is that interest manifested and quality of work which we would expect from 

such an able officer as Wor. Bro. \V,ooI)SI DE, under the watchful and keen 

eye of Bro. SLEEPER. 
Of my own lodge, Rabboni, No. 150, I have followed the custflm of pre

vious years and have made no official visit, and a modesty of mine prevents 
me from speaking it. terms which would better come from another. The 

condition of this lodge, both in financial standi lip; and work, is stead ily illJ

proving, and there is an adherence to the careful, conservative plan so in 

keeping with the ancient landmarks, especially in the election of its candi-
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dates, that is commendable to the lodge, its sterling Master, Wor. Bro. A. L. 
MURCH, and his able corps of officers. 

On April 1st, I granted a dispensation to Ashlar Lodge to attend the 
funeral service of its late Bro. Mayor F. L. NOBLE, it being the request of the 
widow that the lodge attend as such, although the services were to be con
ducted solely by the church, Rev. Bro. G. M. HOWE officiating. 

And now, Most Worshipful sir, in closing the year's surveillance, permit 
me to assure you that in my humble way it has been my aim and study to 
bring about, not only a uniformity of ideas in relation to the correct inter
pretation of the ritual, but of the reciprocal duties and the mutual obliga
tions of lodge and brother. I have endeavored at all times to judge with 
candor and admonish with friendship, and whatever errors I may have -made, 
I trust lllay be covered by the broad mantle of charity. 

Thanking you, Most Worshipful sir, for having honored me with -"he ap
pointment to this office the year past, and hoping that the sallle has been as 
acceptable to you, as the pleasure it has afforded me, I beg to subscribe my
self yours fraternally and obediently, 

FREDERICK G. PAYNE, D. D. G. lrI. 24th 1tf. D. 

ADDRESSES. 

J USEPH A. LOCU:E, Grand Master, 

MARQUIS F . KING, Grand Treasure)', 

Sl'~;PHEN BERRY, Grand Secretary, 

JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND, 

Portland, Me. 

Portland, Me. 

Portland, Me. 

Portland, Me. 

Chail'man of Committee on .Ji'oreign Correspondence. 

The Seventy-ninth Annual Communication of the Grand 
Lodge win be held at Masonic Hall, Portla))d, Tuesday, May 3, 

1898, at 9 o'clock A. M . 

20 G. L. 
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ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS 
OF TilE 

'{trustees of tbe (tbarit~ jfun~. 

MASONIC HALTJ, PORTrJA~ D, 

TUESDAY, May 4, 1897. 

The Trustees met in the Grand Master's office at 5 P. M. 

Present-AUGUSTUS B. F ARNHA11-I, President. 
/i-LBJF.RT M. PENLEY, 

STEPHEN BERRY, Secretary, 
ARCHIE L. TALBOT, 

A. M. WETHERBEE, 

CHARLES 1. COLLAMORE. 

The President .appointed Bros. STEPHEN BERI{Y and ARCHl)!; 

L. TALBOT a Committee of Finance. 

The Grand Treasurer presented his report as follows: 

To the Trustees uJ the Charity Fund oj the Grand Lodye oj Maine. 
Your Treasurer presents a synopsi~ of his account for the past year, as 

follows : 
RECEIPTS. 

Cash balance as per last report, . .... . .. . ..... .... ... ~1,662.J3 
May i. " returned by Grand Master, ........ ... .. . .. .... 90.00 
June 15. " from Hancock County Savings Bank, .. .. ' r • • •• 511. 29 
July 1. Leeds and Farmington R. R. bond, ma-

tured, ... . .... . ... . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . 1,000.00 
Sept. 1. .. from City of Portland bond matu.red, .. .... .. ],000.00 

March 1. .. frow City of Portland bond matured, .... . . .. .. ],000.00 
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Cash income from investments: 
Canal National Bank, .. ... . $175.00 
Casco National Bank, .. ..... . ... 250.00 
First National Bank, .. . ......... 84.00 
National Traders Bank, . . .... . .. 66.00 
Merchants National BanI<, .. .. .. 37.50 
Westbrook Trust Co., ... . . ... . . 60.00 
Maine Savings Bank, ........... 70.84 
Portland Savings Bank, ....... . . 80.80 
Saco and Biddeford Savings lnst., 76.54 
Bath Savings Institntion, .. ...... 21.00 
Brunswick Savings Institution, ... 21.20 
Gardiner Savings Institution, .... 21.00 
Augusta Savings Bank, ......... 21.06 
Hancock County Savings Bank, . . 7.M 
Skowhegan Savings Bank, ...... 18.24 
Waterville Savings Bank, .. . . ... 20.86 
Wiscasset Savings Bank, .. ...... 21.20 
City of Portland bonds, ......... 180.00 
Leeds and Farmington bond, . . .. 30.00 
Town of Brunswick bond, ....... 40.00 
Delaware Water bond, . . .. ..... 30.00 
Maine Central R. R . bond, ...... 35.00 
City of Columbus bond, . ..... ' . . 25.00 

• Muncie Water bond, .... . ...... 30.00 
City of Belfast bond, ... . .. . . . .. 60.00 
Rockland Water bonds, .. .... .. . 75.00 
Union Electric Co. bonds, . . ..... 30.00 1,605.90 

-----
$6,869.62 

DISBURSEMENTS . 

Cash to beneficiaries, ... .. ...... . ...... . . $1 ,10000 
May 8. "for rent of safe, . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . 10.00 
June ao. "for 20 shares Westbrook Trust Com-

pany stock, .......... . ..... . .. 2,020.00 

Sept. 4. " for 10 shares Merchants National Bank 
stock,.... . ..... .. 1,150.00 

8. "for expense 011 Denver City Cable 
R. R. bond, . .. . . . . ...... ...... 10.00 

March 12. "for Union E lectric Company bonds, .. 1,000.00 
Added to deposits in-

Maine Savings Bank, .... .'. 79.84 
Portland Savings Bauk, .. . . . . . ~ . 80.80 
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Saco and Biddeford Savings Inst., 
Waterville Savings Bank, ...... . 
Wiscasset 
Brunswick Savings Institution, . 
Skowhegan Savings Bank, . . .. . 
Bath Savings Institution, .... . . . . 
Gardiner Savings Institution, ... . 
Augusta Savings Bank, . . .... .. . 

Cash ou deposit with Union Safe Deposit 
and Trust Company, . 

The Charity Fund cOllsists of-
25 shares Canal National Bank, .... . . . . .... . ........ . $2,500.00 

37 shares Casco . . .... . .. . 
14 shares First " 
11 shares National Traders Bank, . . . . . .. . ........ .... ... . 
10 shares Merchants National Bank, .. ...... . ...... . .. .. ...... . 
20 shares Westbrook Trust Co., ........ . . . .... .... ... . .... . .. . 

2 City of Portland bonds, ......... . .... ......... .. .... .. . ... . 
1 Town of Brunswick bond, . . . . . .. . .......... . .. . ... . 
1 Delaware Water bond, . . .... . ...... . ... . . . ... .... . ...... . 
1 Dellver City Cable R. R. bond, . . .... .. . . ... . ......... . 
1 Maine Central R. R. bond, .......... . . " " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1 City of Columbus bonc;i, ... . . ... . ........................ . 
1 Muncie Water. bond, ....... . ............ .. ..... . . . ...... . 
1 City of Belfast bond, ............. . ..... . . ...... . . ....... . 
3 Rockland Water Co. bonds, ..... ............... . .... ...... . 
2 Un ion Electric Co. bonds, . ..... ............ . ...... ' ....... . 

Cash on deposit in-
Portland Savings Bank,. ......... . . .. 
Maine 
Augusta 
Skowhegan " 
Waterville 
Wiscasset 

" 

Saco and Biddeford Savings Institution, . 
Bath 
Brunswick 
Gardiner ,. 

U~ion Safe Deposit and Trust Co., .. .. . . 

3,700.00 
1,400.00 
1,100.00 

750.00 
2,000.OU 

] ,500.00 
1,000.00 

500.00 
1,000.00 

500.00 
500.00 
500.00 

1,000.00 
1,500.00 
1,000.00 

2,080.80 

2,056.60 

542.98 
535.80 
537.64 
546.60 

1,971.56 
541.20 

546.60 
541.20 

1,107. 88 

$81,458.95 
Hespectfully submitted, 

MARQUIS F. KING, Grand Tre[!Sul·er. 

• 
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1'he Secretary presented 89 applications for aid, with a sched

ule of the same, which were referred to a com mittee of two for 
examination. 

Voteel, That the bond of the Grand Treasurer be fixed at $10,000, and 
that a bonn with the Union Safe :Deposit and Trust Company of Portla"nd, 
as surety, be accepted. 

Adjoul'Ilel to 5 afternoon Wednesday, Or afte!' close of Grand 
Lodge session. 

WEDNESDAY, May 5,1897. 
Met at 5 P. M. 

Present- A.UGUSTUS B. FARNHAM, Pj'esident. 

STEPHEN BERRY, Secretar!!. 

A. M. WETHERBEE, 

ALBERT M. PENLEY, 

CHAS. I. COLLAMORE, 

FRANK E. SLEEPER, 

FESSENDEN I. DAY, 

JOSEPH A. I,OCNE. 

Bro. BERRY reported for the Committee of Filmnce, that they 

had examined the securities and found them to compare cor

rectly with the Grand Treasnrer's report. 

The Grand Treasurer's report was then accepted. 

The Committee on Applications for Aid reported a schedule, 

which w~s accepted. 

Voted, That $150 be placed in the hands of the Grand Master. 

Voteel, That one represent six dollars. 

Voteel, That $2,058 be appropriated t<;> pay the schedule. 

Adjourned sine die. 

Attest: STEPHEN BERRY, SeC1'etar,1J, 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

OF THE 

• 

£baritv - fund - of - tb~ - 6rand - [odg~. 

--- - - 1897.-----

JOSEPH A. LOCKE, Gr<tl:d Mastel', Ex-Officio. 

WINFIELD S. CHOATE, Deputy Grand Mastel', " 

ALFRED S. KIMBALL, Senior Grand Warden, " 

ENOCH O. GREENLEAF, .Junior Grand Warden, " 

STEPHEN BERRY, Rec. Grand Secretary, " 

FRANK E. SLEEP~:/{, elected May 7, 1895, for three years. 

A. M. WETHERBEE, " " 7, ,. " " " 

CHARLE~ 1. COLLAMORR, " " 5,1896, " " " 

FESSENDEN I. DAY, " " 5, " " " " 
EDWARD P. BURNHAM, " " 4,1897, " " " 
ARCHIE L. TALBOT, " " 4, " " ., " 
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TO CONSTITUTION. 
Adol;>ted s ince Edit ion of 1893. 

SEC. 35. The clothing of a Grand Officer shall be as the 

Grand Lodge shall, from time to time, prescribe. Permanent 
members of the Grand Lodge shall wear the apron prescribed 
for Grand Officers. 

An officer of a lodge shall wear a blue vel vet collar, a silver 
jewel, and white or figured apron. [1896, p. 64.J 

GRAND I,ODGE CI,OTHING UNDER THE FOREGOING PRovrSION. 

Voted, That the clothing of the Grand Officers shall be 'as 
follows: 

The aprons of the Grand ]\faster, Deputy Grand Master and 
Grand Wardens shall be of white lamhskin, lined with pl\rple, 
having the emblem of his office suitably embroidered on the 
edgings thereof, with purple edging and strings. 

The aprons of the other Grand Officers shall be of white lamb
skin, lined with purple, with purple strings and edging. 

, That the jewels of the Grand Officers shall be as follows: 
That of the Grand Master, the Compasses extended to forty 

five degrees, with the segment of a circle at the points and a 
gold or metal gilt plate included, on which is represented an 
eye, eradiated, with a triangle, also eradiated. 

That of the Deputy Gl'and Master, th~ Compasses and Square 
united with a five pointed star in the centre. 
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That of the Senior Grand Warden, the Level; Junior Grand 

Warden, the Plumb; the Grand Treasurer, a Key; R eco rding 
Grand Secretary, Crossed Pens; Corresponding Grand Secretary, 
Crossed Pens; Grand Chaplain, Book with a Triangle; Grand 
Marshal, Crossed Rods; Grand Deacons, Dove and 01 i ve Branch; 
Grand Stewards, Cornucopia; Grand Sword Bearer, Crossed 
Swords; Grand Standard Bearer, B~nner; Grand Pursuivants , 

a Rod and Sword, crossed; Grancl Ol'g:wist, Lyre; Grand Tyler, 
Sword. 

Each Past Grand Master, Past Deputy Grand Master and 
Past Grand Warden may be distinguished by the jewel pre-' 
scribed for the office he has filled , with this difference, that 
such jewel shall be fixed within a circle or oval, of gold or metal 
gilt. It shall be worn over the left breast. 

The CaBal'S of the Grand Officers shall be a purple velvet 
collar suitably embroidered. [1896, pp. 64 and 65.J 

------------@~-----------

STANDING REGULATION. 

AMENDED SINCE EDITION OF CONSTITUTION, 1893. 

19. The Grand Secretary shall notify each Vrallel Officer, 
elect or appointed, who has not been installed in the Grand 
Lodge, of his election 01' [l.ppointment and transmit to him an 

abstract of Section 10 of the Constitution. 

[Page 57, 1894, re-enarted. J 

ADDlTION TO 1. 

Resolved, That the Grand Treasurer be directed to pay each 
permanent member of the Grand Lodge in attendance at the 

annual commnnication of the Grand Louge, annually, the same, 
for attendance and mil age, as is paid delegates to the Grand 

Lodge. [Page 222, 1897. J 
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LODGES .Jf. IN .Jf. MAINE, 
With Dates of Precedence and Charter. 

t Charter surrendered. :j: Charter re-issued. § Revoked. ~ Consolidated. 

LODGE. I. OCATION. 
, DATg ot' 

PIlECEDENCE. I 
DATg 

Of' CHA IlTEIl. 

1 Portland, Portland, I March 30, 176H. March 30, 1709. 
2 Warren,* East Machias, Sept. 10, 1778. ~ept. 10, 177S. 
3 Lincoln, Wiscasset, ,.June 1, 1792. June 1, 1792. 
4 Hancock, Castine, June 9, 1794. . June 9, 17H4. 
;j Kennehec, Hallowell, IMarch 14, 1796. March 14, 17!lG. 
G Amity, Camden, IMarch 10, 180l. March 10, 180l. 
7 ]~astel'n, Eastport, .Tune 8, 1801. .Tune 8, 1801. 
8 Uniteo, Brunswick, Dec. 14. 1801. Dec. 14, 1801. 
9 Saco, ~aco, .June 14, 1802. June 16, lS02. 

10 Rising Virtue, Bangor, Sept. 1:3, 1802. Sept. 16, 1802. 
11 Pythagorean, Fryeburg, June 18, 1803. June 13, 1803. 
12 Cumherland, New Gloucester, June 13, IS03. June 13, 1803. 
13 Oriental, Bridgton, March 12, 1804. March 12, 1804. 
14 Solar, Bath, Sept. 10, 1804. Sept. 10, 1804. 
15 Orient, Thomaston, Sept. 10, lS05. Sept. 10, 1805. 
16 St. George, Warren. March 10, 1806. March 10, 1800. 
17 Aucient Landmark, Portland, June lO, 1806. June lO, 180t). 
18 Oxford, Norway, Sept. 14, 1807. Sept. 14, lS07. 
19 Felicity, Bucksport, March 14, lS09. March 14, 1809. 
~O Maine, Farmington, June 13, 1809. Jan. 13,18 10. 
21 Oriental Star, Livermore, June 13, 1811. .Tune 13, i811. 
22 York, Kennebunk, March 9, lS13. March 9, 1813. 
23 Freeport, Freeport, Sept. 13, 1814. Sept. 13, 1814. 
24 Phcenix, Belfast, Sept. 9, 1816. Dec. 30, IS16. 
2.) Temple, Winthrop, Sept. 8, 1817. loct. 6. 1817. 
20 Village, Bowdoinham, June 9, 1817. Sept. i6, 1817. 
27 Aooniram, Limington, Sept. 9, 1818. Sept. 10, 181S. 
28 Northern Star, North Anson, Dec. 9, 1818. Dec. 15, 1818. 
29 Tranquil, Aubum, Dec. 9, 1818. Dec. 9, 1818. 
30 Blazing Star, Rumford, IMarch lO, 1819. March 11, 1819. 
31 Union, Uuion, Dec. 27, 1819. April 8, 1820. 
32 Hermon, Gardiner, IJune 23, 1820. June 23, 1820. 
3:{ Waterville, Waterville, IJm 27,1820 June 27, 1820. 
34 Somerset, Showhegan, Jan. 11, 1821. Jan. 11, 182l. 
85 Bethlehem, Augusta, July 12, IS21. May 3, 1866t. 
36 Casco, Yarmouth, Oct. 11, 1821. Oct. 24, 1821. 
37 Washington, Lubec, Jan. 10, lS:l2. Jan. 24, 1822. 
38 Harmony, Gorham, Jan. 10, 1822. Jan. 24, 1822. 
39 Penobscot, Dexter, Jan. 10, 1822. JaQ. 24, 1822. 
40 Lygonia, Ellsworth, April 11, 1822. April 11, 1822. 
41 Morning Star, Litchfield, July 11, 1822. July 16, 1822. 
42 Freedom, Limerick, Jan. 11, 1823. Jan. 14, 18:l3. 

• This lodge assisted in educating the orphan children of the Patriot General jOSEl' H WAR 
RE N , for whom it was named. 
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lJATE 01' DATE 
LODGE. LOCA TION. 

PRECEDENCB. 01' C IHIlTEI! . 

43 Alna, Alna, . J an. 11, 1823. .Jan. 14, 1823. 
44 Piscataquis, Milo, Oct. 9, 1823. Oct. 28, 182:~ . 
45 Ce!ltral, Cbina, April 8, 1824. April 8, 1824. 
46 St. Croix, Calais, May 20, 1845. May 29, 1845. 
47 Dunlap, Biddeford, .Jan . 13, 1826. .J an. 30, 1826. 
48 Lafayette, Readfield , .Jall. 18, 1826. ~ay 20, 18<>0. t 
49 Meridian Splendor, Newport, July Vl, 1826. .July 18, 1826. 
50 Aurora, Rockland, .J nly 1 S, 1826. May 9, 1872.t 
51 St. John's, South Berwick, Jan. 12, 1827. b'eb. VI, 1827 . 
52 Mosaic, Foxcroft, April 12, 1827. .July Hi, 1827. 
53 Rural, Sidney, April 12, 1827. .July 25, lS27. 
54 Vassalborough, No. Vassalboro', April 12, 1827. M.ay 31, 1827. 
55 Fraternal, Alfred, J a n. 10, 182R. .Jan. 10, 1828. 
56 Mount Moriah, Deu mark, J an . 10, 1828. .Jan. 23, 1828. 
57 King Hiram, Dixfield, April 10, 1828. May 9; 1872. t 
58 Unity, Thorndike, April 10, 1828. M.ay 15, 1828. 
59 Mount Hope, Hope, J an. 2:;, 1848. May 4, 1848. t 
60 Star in the East, Oldtown, Feb. 2:~, 1848. May 5, 184S. 
61 King Solomon's, Waldoboro', April 4, 1849. \<'eb. 5, 1856. t 
62 King David's, Lincolnville, June 16, 1840. .Jan. 1::3, 1860. 
63 Richmona, Richmond , Jan. 1, 1860. May 10, 1850. 
64 Pacific, Exeter, Oct. 22, 1850. ,\fay 12, 1851. 
6;') Mystic, Hampden, March 1, 185 !. May 12, 1851. 
66 Mechanics' , Orono, March el, 1851. M.ay 12, 1851. 
67 Blue' Mountain, Phillips, July 12, 1850. May 10, 1852. 
6S Mariners' , Searsport, Oct. 2;3, 1851. May 10, 1853. 
69 Howard, Winterport, Nov. 2S, 1851. May 6,1853. 
70 Standish, Standish, June 10, 1862. May 10, 1853. 
71 Rising Sun, Orland, Oct. 18, 1852. May 10, 1853. 
72 Pioneer, Ashland, Oct. 26, 1852. May 5, 1854. 
73 Tyrian, Mechanic Falls, Jan . 21,185:3. M::ty 10, 1853. 
74 Bristol, Bri~tol, March 1, 1863. May 5, 1854. 
75 Plymouth, Plymouth, May 9, 185:3. May 6, 1854. 
7n Arundel, Kenne\mn kport, May 6,1864. ,T une 26, 1854. 
77 Tremont, Tremont , June 12, 1854. May 3, 1856. 
78 Crescent, Pembroke, . Jnly 4, 18M. .J uly 10, lS54 . 
79 Rockland, Rockl:tnd , Oct. 26, 18M. A pri I 4, 1H72. t 
80 Keystone, Solon, Dec. l(j, .l8M. May 4, 18il5. 
81 Atlantic, Portland , May 3, 1856. May 3. 186:). 
82 St. Paul's, Rockport, Oct. 27, 1856. May 2,1850. 
83 St. Andrew's, Bangor, Feb. n, 1856. M.ay 3, 1856. 
84 Eureka, St. George, .July 27, 1866. May 2, 1856 . 
85 Star in the West, Unity, May 4,1855 . May 24, 1856. 
86 Temple, Saccarappa, M.arch 1, 1836. May 5, 1856. 
87 Benevolent, Carmel, March 12, 1857. M.ay 7,1 857. 
88 Nal'raguagus, Cherryfield, March 25, 1857. May 28, 1857. 
89 Island, r~l esboro, April :3, ] 867. Nov. 5, 1857. ' 
90 Hiram A biff, West Appleton, Jan. 27, 1857. [V[ay 5, 1858. § 
91 Harwood, Macl.Jias, April 8, 1858. Oct. 15, 1858. 
92 Siloam, IFairfield, March 8, 1858. .Tan. 1, 1859. 
93 Horeb, ILitlcoln, June 5, ]858. May 6, 1850. 
94 Paris, I South P aris, June 18, 1858. May 5, 1869. 
95 Corinthian . II-lartland, Sept. 1il, 1858. May 5, 1859. 
96 Monument; Honlton , Nov. 18, ]858. May 5,1859. 
97 Bethel, IBethel, July 6, 1859. May 5, 1860. 
98 Katahdin, Ipatten, Aug. 24, 1859. May 3, 1860. 
99 Vernon Valley, Mount Vernon, Oct. 18, 1859. May il, 1860. 
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I 
DATE OF DATE 

I~OI)GE. LOCATIO". PIWCEnENCE. OF CI IAI!TI'I!. 

100 J efferson, Rryant's Pond, Feb. 8, 1860. May 3,1860. 
10 1 NezinRl)ot, Turner, March 1, l!l(jO. May 3,1860. 
10i Marsh River, Brooks, Dec. 24, 1850. May 9, 18tH. 
10;~ Dresd en, Dresden, Feb. 3, 1860. May 9, 1861. 
104 Dirigo, South China, jJune 12, 1860. May 9, 1861. 
105 Ashlar, Lewiston, Nov. 5, 1860. May 9,1861. 
106 Tuscan, Addison Point, Dec. 27, 18GO. MflY n, 18G1. 
107 Day Spring, West Newfield , March 19. 1861. May 9, 1861. 
108 Relief, Relgrade, .Jan. 11, i861. May 8, 1862. § 
100 Mount l(in eo, Abbot, MflY 10, 11l61. May 8, 1862. 
110 Monmouth, Monmouth , May 21, 1861. May 8,1862. 
III J,iberty, Liberty, Nov. 8, 1861. MflY 8, 1862. 
112 Eastern Frontier, Fort I!'flirfield , May 8,1862. May 7,1863. 
113 MessalonRkee, Oakland, ~1fIy 15, ] 802. May 7, 1863. 
114 Polar Star, Bath, March 7, 18G8. ·\1 f1Y 7, 186:3. 
115 Moderation , West Buxton, March 18,186:3. May 7, 1863. 
11 6 Lebanon, Norridgewock, April 30, 186:3. May 7, 18(,3. 
117 Green leaf, Cornish, April 22, 1 86;~. May 4, 1864. 
118 Drummond , Parsonsfield, ;\iflY 7, 1863. May 4, 1864. 

I 119 JJownal, Stockton, July 4, 186:3. May 6, 1875.t 
120 Meduncook , Friendship, Feb. 6, 1864. May 4, 1864. t 
121 Acacia, Durham, ~l ay 7, 1863. May 4, 1865. 
122 Marine, Deer Isle, March 18, 1864. Maya, 1865 .. 
123 Franklin, New Shflron, May 4, 1864. May:3,1865. 
124 Olive Branch , Charleston, MflY 4,1864. MflY 3, 1865. 
125 Meridian , Pittsfield, June 7, 1864. May 3, 1865. 
126 Timothy Chase, Belfast, Oct. 26, 1864. May 3, 1865. 
127 Presumpscot, Windham, Nov. 19, 1864. MflY 3, 1866. 
128 Eggemoggin, Sedgwick, March 1, 1865. MflY 3,1866. 
129 Quantabacook, ·':iearsmont, March 28, 1865. May 3, 1866. 
130 Trinity, Presque Isle, July 17, 1865. MflY 3, 1866. 
131 Lookout, Cutler, July 18, 18(;5. May 3, 1866. 
182 Moullt Tire'lll, Waterford , Oct. 18, 1865. May 3, 1866. 
]38 Asylum, Wayne, July 20, 1865. May 9, 1867. 
V14 Trojan, Troy, Feb. 19, 1866. MflY 0, 1867.,-r 
185 Ri verside, Jefferson, March 13, 1866. MflY 8, 1867. 
136 Ionic, Gardiner, April 24, 1866. May 9, 1867. t 
1:37 l(enduskeag, Kenduskeag, May 3,1866. May 8, 1867. 
1a8 Lewy's Island, Princeton, May 3, 1866. May S, 1867. 
139 Archon, Dixmont, Sept. 2G, 18G6. May 8, 1867. 
140 Mount Desert, MOllnt Desert, Feb. 14, 1S67. May S, ]867. 
141 Augusta, Augusta, March 21,1867. May 8, 1867. 
142 Ocefln, Wells, March 22, 1867. May 7, 1868. 
14:3 Preble, Sanford , May 9,1867. May 7,1868. 
144 Seaside, Boothbay, Oct. 7, 1867. MflY 7, 1868. 
145 Moses Webster, Vinalhaven , Jan. 13, 1868. May 7, 1868. 
146 Sebasticook, Clinton, Feb. 3, 1868. May' 7, 18G8. 
147 Evening Star, Buckfield, Feb. 22, 18G!). May 5,1869. 
148 Forest, Springfield, April 1, 186!). May 5, 18G9. 
1-l9 Doric, Monson, May 7,1868. IMay 5, 186\!. 
150 Habboni, Lewiston , Dec. 28, 1868. May 5, 1869. 
151 ]~xcels ior, Northport, March 1, 1869. May 5, 186\). 
15i Crooked River, Bolster's Mills, April 15, 1869. May 5, 18iO. 
15:3 Delta, I r~"ll' May 5, 1809. May 4, -1870. 
154 Mystic Tie, Weld, June 8, 186\1. May 4,1870. 
155 Ancient York, Lisbon I!'alls, Jan. 1, 1870. May 4, ]870. 
156 Wilton, Wilton, Jan. 31, 1870. May 4,1870. 



LODGE. 

157 Cambridge, 
158 Anchor, 
159 Esoteric. 
160 l'arian, . 
161 Carrabassett, 

Proceed£1zgs Of the 

LOCATION. I 
DAT!;; OP 

PHECEDENCE. 

Cambridge, May 5,1870. 
South Bristol, May 5, 1870. 
Ellsworth, Sept. 3, 1870. 
Corinna, Sept. 9, 1870. 
Canaan, March 2, 1871. 

I O}' 

[ May, 

DATE 
CHART!>R. 

May 4, 187l. 
May 4, 187l. 
May 4, 1871. 
May 9,1872. 
May.9, 1872. 

Hi2 Arion, Goodwin's Mills, March 18, 1871. May 9, 1872. 
Hi3 Pleasant River, Brownville, 
164 Webster, Webster, 
165 Molunkus, Sherman Mills, 
Hip Neguemkeag, Vassalborough, 
167 -Whitney, Canton, 
168 Composit,e, Lagrange, 
161l Shepherd's River, Brownfield, 
170 Caribou, Caribou, 
171 Naskeag, Brooklin, 
172 Pine Tree, Matta warn keag. 
173 Pleiades, Millbridge, 
174 Lynde, Hermon, 
175 Baskahegan, ))Rnforth, 
176 Palestine, Biddeford, 
177 Hising Star, Penobscot, 
178 Ancient Brothers', Auburn, 
17!) Yorkshire, North Berwick, 
U:lO Hira,rn, Cape Elizabeth, 
Hll Reuel Washburn, Ea.~t Livermore, 
182 Granite, West Paris, 
183 Deerillg, Deering, 
Hi4 Naval, Kittery, 
185 Bar I-lRl:bor, Bar Harbor, 
186 Warren Phillips, Cumberl'd Mills, 
187 Ira Berry, Bluehill, 
188 Jonesport, Jonesport, 
189 Knox, So. Thomaston, 
190 Springvale, Springvale, 
Hll Davis, Strong, 
192 Winter Harbor, Winter Harbor, 
1U3 Washburn, Washburn, 
194 Euclid, Madison, 
195 Reliance, Green's Landing, 
190 Bay View. East Boothbay, 
197 Aroostook, Blaine, 
108 St. Aspinquid, York, 
199 Bingham, Bingham, 
200 Columbia, Green ville, 
U.D. David A. Hooper, W. Sullivan, 
o.n. Mount Bigelow, Flagstaff, 

NOTE. 59 Mt. Hope, charter surrendered 1879. 

90 Hiram Abiff, charter revoked 1868. 

108 Relief, charter revoked 1&)4· 

120 Medullcouk, charter surrendered 1884· 

July 28, 1871. 
July 28, 1871. 
Aug. 26, 1871. 
Dec. 22, 1871. 
March 9, 1872. 
May 9, 1872, 
July I. 1872, 
July 27, 1872. 
:Feb. 3, 1873. 
Nov. 14, 1873. 
May 7,1874. 
Ma.y 7, 1874. 
Dec. 3, 1874. 
May 5, 1875. 
June 17,1875. 
June 21, 1875. 
Sept. 18, 1875. 
Nov. 1, 1875. 
May 4, 1876. 
Sept. Hl, 1878. 
April 2, 187!). 
MRY 8,1879. 
April 19, 1882. 
April 18, 1883. 
Nov. 12, 1883. 
May 8,1884. 
Sept. 6, 1884. 
May 7, 1885. 
May 7, 1885. 
Aug. 12, 1887. 
Dec. 14, 1887. 
May 4,1888. 
May 9,1889. 

,Dec. 20, 1889. 
Dec. 17, 1890. 
Jnly 22, 189:!. 
Dec. 23, H11l2. 
July 23, 1894. 
.Julle 3, 1897. 
June 19, 1897. 

134 Trojan, consolidated with Star in the \Vest, N o. 85, in 1888. 

136 Ionic, charter surrendered 1882. 

176 Palestine, consolidated with Dunlap, No. 47, in 1895-

May 9, 1872. 
May 9, 187:1. 
May 9, 1872. 
May 0,1872. 
May 9, 1872. 
May 8, 1873. 
May 8,1873. 
'May 8, 1873. 
May 8, 1873. 
May 7, 1874. 
May 7,1874. 
May 7, 1874. 
May 20, 1875. 
May 6, 1875.' 
May 4,1876. 
May 4,1876. 
May 4, 1876. 
May 4, 18W. 
May 3, 1877.'I!' 
May 8, H179. 
May 8,1879. 
May 6,1880. 
May 2,1882. 
May 3,1883. 
May 8,1884. 
May 8,1884. 
May 7, 1885. 
Ma.v 6, 1886. 
May 6, 1866. 
May 3,1888. 
May 3,1888. 
May 9,1889. 
May 8, 18(l0. 
May 8, 1890. 
May 7, 1891. 
May 4, 1898. 
May 4, 189:3. 
MaY' 7, Hmo. 

. 8 1 Reuel Washburn, consolidated with Oriental Star, No. 21, in 1892. 

Lodges enrolled, 202 i extinct, 8 ; working, 194· 
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. DISTRICT NO. I. 

District Deputy Grand Master-Ih:RBERT S. SU:EPER, Washburn. 

72 l 'ioneer , Ashian·l. 
112 Eastern :Frontier, Furt Fr!iljield. 
130 Trinity, Presque I sle. 

170 Caribou, Caribou. 
11)3 WashbllI' ll, Washburn . 

DISTRICT NO.2. 

District Deputy Grand Master-\VALTER F. BRAD ISH, Eastport. 

7 Eastern, Eastport. 
37 Washington , Lubec. 
46 St. Croix, Cala'is. 

78 Crescent, Pen.broke. 
138 Lewy 's Island, Princeton. 

DISTRICT NO.3. 

District Deputy Grand Master-GEURGE HARR IS FOSTER, Machias. 

2 Warrell , East Machias. 
_ 88 Narraguagus, Cherryfield. 

9 1 Harwood, Machias. 
106 Tuscan, Addisl)n Point. 

131 Lookout, Cutler. 
173 Plehtdes, Millbridge. 
188 Jonespor t, Jonesport. 

DISTRICT NO.4. 

District'Deputy Gretnd Master-}i;DwAIW F. DAVIES, Castine. 

4 Hancock, Castine. 
122 Marine, Deer Isle . 
128 Eggemoggin, Sedgwick. 
171 Naskeag, Brooklin. 

177 Rising Star, Penobscot. 
. 1S7 Ira Berry, Bluehill. 

1\)5 Reliance, Green's Landing. 
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DISTRICT NO.5. 

Dist'rict Deputy Grand Master-THOMAS J. PI>AJ{S, Charleston. 

39 Penobscot, Dexter. 
44 Piscataquis, MUo. 
52 Mosaic, Foxcroft. 

109 Mount Killeo, Guilford. 
124 Olive Banch, Charleston. 

14fJ Doric, Monson. 
163 Pleasant Hiver, Brownville. 
168 Composite, La Grange. 
200 Columbia, Greenville. 

DISTRICT NO.6. 

District Depu.ty G't'and Master-ALBERT J. DURG IN, Orono. 

10 Rising Virtue, Bangor. 
60 Star in the East, Oldtown. 
65 Mystic, Hampden. 
66 Mechanics', Orono. 
69 Howard, WinterplJrt . 

83 ~t. Andrew's) Bangor. 
87 Benevolent, Carmel. 

137 Kenduskeag, Kenduskeag. 
174 Lynde, Hermon. 

DISTRICT NO.7 . 

District Deputy Grand Master.-ALBEltT W. WARD, Thorndike. 

45 Central, Ckina. 
58 lJnity, Thorndike. 
85 Star in the West, Unity. 

102 Marsh River, Brooks. 

111 Liberty, Liberty. 
129 Quantabacook, Searsmont. 
146 Sebasticook, Clinton. 

DISTRICT NO.8. 

District Dep uty Grand Master-JAMEs E. WENTWORTH, Searsport. 

24 Phcenix, Belfast. 
62 King David's, Lincolnville. 
68 Mariners', Searsport. 
89 Island, Islesboro'. 

119 Pownal, Stockton. 
126 Timothy Chase, Belfast. 
151 Excelsior, Northport . 

DISTRICT NO.9. 

District Deputy Grand Master-JAMEs M. SMITH, St. George. 

6 Amity, Camden. 79 Uocklanrl, Rockland. 

15 Orir.nt, Thomaston. 82 St. Paul's, Rockport. 

16 St. George, War-ren. 84 Eureka, Tenant's Harbor. 

31 Union, Union. 145 Moses Webster, Vinalhaven. 

50 Aurora, Rockland. IS4 Knox, South TllOmCtston. 

/ 
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DISTRICT NO. 10. 

District Deputy Grand Master-WALTER E . CLAllK, Waldoboro. 

3 Lincoln, Wiscasset. 
43 Alna, Damariscotta. 
61 King Solomon's, Waldoboro. 
74 Bristol, Bristol. 

103 Dresden, Dresden. 

lill} R iverside, North Jefferson. 
144 Seaside, Boothbay Harbor. 
158 Anchor, South Bristol. 
196 Bay View, East Boothbay. 

DISTRICT NO. 11. 

Distr'ict Deputy G1'and Master-LEVI E, JONES, Winthrop. 

5 Kenl1ebec, Hallowell . 
25 Temple, Winthrop. 
32 Hermon, Gal·diner. 
35 Bethlehem, Augusta. 

41 Morning Star, Litchfield Corner. 

104 Dirigo, Weeks' Mills. 
110 Monmouth, Monmouth. 
141 Augusta, Augusta. 

DISTRICT NO. 12. 

District Deputy Grand Master.-FRANKLIN WALKER, Waterville. 

3il Waterville, Waterville. 
48 Lafayette, Readfield. 
53 Rural, Sidney. 

99 Vernon Valley, Mt. Vernon. 
118 Messalonskee, Oakland. 
133 Asylnm, Wayne. 

54 Vassalboro', North Vassalboro', 166 Neguemkeag, Vassalboro'. 

DISTRICT NO. 13. 

District Deputy Grand Master-HERMAN W. S. L OVEJOY, Fairfield . 

28 Northern Star, North Anson. 
34 Somerset, Skowhegan. 
~O Keystone, Solon. 
92 Siloam, Fairfield. 

116 Lebanon, Norridgewock. 
161 Carrabassett, Canaan. 
194 Euclid, Madison. 
199 Bingham, Bingham. 

DISTRICT t:'IO. 14. 

District Deputy Grand Master-ROBERT W. CARR, Bowrloinham. 

8 United, Brunswick. 
14 Solar, Bath. 
23 :Freeport, Fl·eeport. 
26 Village, Bowdoinham. 

21 G. L. 

63 Richmond, Richmond. 
114 Polar Star, Bath. 
121 Acacia, Durham. 
155 Ancient York, Lisbon Falls. 

• 
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DISTRICT NO. 15. 

District Depllty Grand Master-JAMEs H. HOWES, New Sharon. 

20 Maine, Farmington. 
21 Oriental Star, Livermore Falls. 
67 Blue Mountain, Phillips. 

123 Franklin, New Sharon. 
154 Mystic Tie, W eld. 

156 Wilton, Wilton. 
167 Whitney, Canton. 
191 Davis, Strong. 
U.D. Mount Bigelow, FlagstqU'. 

DISTRICT l'iO. 16. 

Distl'ict Deputy Grand .Master-ARTHuR C. RI CKER, Bryant's Pond. 

18 Oxford, NOl·way. 

30 Blazing Star, Rtun/ord Falls. 
57 King Hiram, Dixfietd. · 

94 Paris, South Paris. 
97 Bethel, Bethel. 

100 Jefferson, Bryant's Pond. 
147 Evening Star, BuckJield. 
152 Crooked River, Bolster's Mills. 
182 Granite, lVest Paris. 

DISTRICT NO. 17. 

District Depltty Grand Master-FRANKLIN R REDLON, Portland. 

1 Portland, Portland . 86 Temple, W estbrook. 

17 Ancient Land-Mark, Portland. 127 l'resumpscot, North Windham. 
36 Casco, Yarmouth. 180 Hiram, Cape Elizabeth. 

38 Harmony, Gorham. 183 Deering, Deering. 
70 Standish, Stanclish. 186 Warren Phillips, Camb'd Mills. 
81 Atlantic, Portland. 

DISTRICT NO. 18. 

DistrictDeputy Grand Master-JAMEs C. AYER, Cornish. 

11 Pythagorean, Fryeburg. 
13 Oriental, Bridgton. 
56 Mount Moriah, Denmark. 

117 Greenleaf, Cornish. 

132 Mount Tire'm, Water/ora. 
153 Delta, Lovell. 

169 Shepherd's nil'er, Brownfield. 

DISTRICT NO. 19. 

District Deputy Gran(l )[I1.ster-IsAAc P. GOOCH, Kennebunkport. 

9 Saco, Saco. 
22 York, Kennebunk. 

47 Dunlap, Bidae/ord. 
51 St. John's, South Berwick. 
76 Arundel, K ennebunkport. 

142 Ocean, Wells. 
162 Arion, Goodwin's M'ills. 
179 Yorkshire, North Berw'ick. 
184 Naval, Kittery. 

198 St. Aspinquid, York Village. 
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DIST RICT NO. 20. 

District Deputy Grand Master-EDWIN A. REED, North Lee. 

93 Horeb, Lincoln. 
148 Forest, Springfield. 

172 Pine Tree, Mattawamkeag. 
175 Baskahegan, Danforth. 

DISTRICT NO. 21. 

Dist1'ict Deputy Grand .ilJaster-EZRA G. MASON, Mount Desert. 

19 Felicity, Bucksport. 
40 Lygonia, Ellsworth. 
71 Rising Sun, Orland. 
77 Tremont, Tremont. 

140 Mount Desert, ]fount Desert. 

159 .Esoteric, Ellswo1·th. 
185 Bar Harbor, Bar Harbor. 
192 Winter Harbor, Winter Harbor. 
U . D. David A. Hooper, West Sullivan. 

DISTRICT NO. 22. 

District Deputy Grand Master-JoHN H. SHEPHERD, Corinna. 

49 Meridian Splendor, Newport. 
64 Pacific, E:ceter. 
75 P lymouth, Plymouth. 
95 Corinthian, Hartland. 

125 Meridian, Pittsfield. 
139 Archon, East Dixmont. 
157 Cambridge, Cambridge. 
160 Parian, C01·inna. 

DIST RICT NO. 23. 

District Deputy Grand Master-FRANK H. DEXTER, Springvale. 

27 Adoniram, Limington. 
42 Freedom, Limerick. 
55 Fraternal, Alfred. 

107 Day Spring, West Newfield. 

115 Buxton, West Buxton. 
118 Drummond, Parsonsfield. 
143 Preble, Sanford. 
190 Springvale, Springvale. 

DISTRICT NO. 24. 

District Deputy Grand Master-FuEDEIUCK G. PAYNE, Lewiston. 

12 Cumberland, New Gloucester. 
29 Tranquil, Auburn. 
73 Tyrian, Mechanic Fall~. 

101 Nezinscot, Turner. 

105 Ashlar, Lewiston. 
150 Rabboni, Lewiston. 
164 Webster, Webster. 
178 Ancient Brothers', Auburn. 

DISTRICT NO. 25 . 

District Deputy Grand Master-J. FRANK BRYSON, Houlton. 

96 Monument, Houlton. 
98 Katahdin, Patten. 

165 Molunkus, Sherman Mills. 
197 Aroostook, Blaine. 
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JOSEPH A. LOC I;:E, 

WINFIELD S. CHOATE, 

AU' RED S. KIALI3ALL, 

ENOCH O. GREENUAF, 

MARQUIS F. KING, 

8TEI' HEN BERRY, 

CHARLES D. SMITH, 

HERBERT S. SLEEPEU, 

WALTER F. BUAJ)JSII, 

G. HARR I S :FOSTER, 

EDWARD F. DAVIES, 

THOMAS J. PEAKS, 

ALBERT J. DURG IN, 

ALBERT W. WARD, 

JAME S E. WENTWORTH, 

JAMES M. SMITH, 

WALTER E. CLARK, 

LEVI E. JONE S, 

FRANKLIN 'VALliER, 

HERMAN W. S. LOVEJOY, 

ROBERT W. CARR, 

• JAMES H. HOWES, 

ARTHUR C. RI C KER, 

FRANI(l,IN R. REDLON, 

JA~ms C. AYER, 

ISAAC 1'. GOOCH, 

EDWIN A . REED, 

EZR ,\ G. MASON, 

JOHN H. SHEPHERD, 

FRANK H. DEXT E R, 

FREDERICK G. PAYNE, 

J . FRANK BRYSON, 
MARTYN SUMMERBELL, 

ELMER F. PEMBER, 

JOHN R. CLlF}'ORD, 

CHAinES A. HAYDEN, 

JOHN GLI3S0N, 

WOODBURY P. MERRILL, 

WM. J. BURNHAM, 

HUGII R. CHAPLIN, 

JAMES E. PARSONS, 

JA COB R.. STEWART, 

CIIAS. '-IV. CROSBY, 

EDWIN A . PORTEH, 

W~r. A. RE~llC I(, 
WM. N. HOWE, 

ISAAC N. HUlw, 

W~1. O. Fox, 
ALBEHT M. AMES, 

FRANK E. SLEEPER, 

WALTER S. SMITII, 

WARHEN O. CAR:<EY, 

l!B ®7. 

Gmnd Master, Portland. 
lJeputy Grand Master, Augusta. 
Sen ior G-rand Warden, Norway. 
Junior Farmington. 
Grand Treasurer, Portland. 
Grand l::3ecretary, Portland. 
Cor. Grand Secretary, Portland. 
D. D. G. M. 1st Dist. Washburn. 

" 

" 

" 

2£1 Eastport. 
3d Machias. 
4th ., Castine. 
5th Charleston. 
6th Orono. 
7th Thorndike. 
8th Searsport. 
9th St. George. 

10th Waldoboro. 
11th " Winthrop. 
12th " Waterville. 
13th Fairfield. 
14th Bowdoinham. 
15th New Sharon . 
16th Bryant's Pond. 
17th Portland. 
18th " Cornish. 
19th Kennebunkp't. 
20th North Lee. 
21st Mt. Desert. 
22d Corinna. 
23d Springvale. 
24th Lewiston. 
25th Houlton. 

Grand Chaplain, Lewiston. 

" 
" 

" 
" 
" 

" 

" 

" . 
" 

Bangor. 
Deering. 
Augusta. 
C. Elizabeth . 
Berwick. 

Marshal, Lewiston. 
Senior Deacon, Bangor. 
Jun·ior Deacon, Ellsworth. 
Steward, Rockland. 

Sword Bea·rer, 
Standard " 
Pursllivant, 
Pllr~uivant, 
Lectul·er, 
Organist, 
Tljler, 

Kent's Hill. 
Pittsfield. 
Bucksport. 
Portland. 
Kittery. 
Portland. 
Stockton Sp'gs. 
Sabattns. 
Portland. 
Portland. 
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* ]jist @ of @ Su10rdin6.le @ r~od~es * 
WITH THEIR PRINCIPAL OFFICERS, 

AS RETURNED MARCH r, r897. 

Acacia, 121, Durham. Josiah L. Wright, Al; Marclls ,V. Eveleth, SW; 

Joseph W. Thomas, JW; Everett L. Macomber, s. Meeting Tuesday 

on or before full moon; election, December. 14 

Adoniram, 27, Limington. John F. MoulLon, Al; Samuel N. Small, sw; 

Charles L. Cousins, JW; Charles E. Small, s. Meeting Tuesday on or 
before full moon; electioll, December. 23 

Alna,43, Damariscotta. Lincoln H. Chapman, Al; Isaac C. Stetson, Sw; 

Frank L. Smithwick, J\V; Edward E. Philhrook, s. Meeting Wednes-

day on or before full moon; election, December. LO 

Amity, 6, Camden . . Henry L. Maker, Al; Will V. Farnsworth, sw; Alfred 
F. Beverage, J\\'; Orris I. Gould, s. Meeting Friday on or before full 

moon; election, October. 9 

Anchor, 158, South Bristol. Nelson W. Gamage, M; Elliot P. Gamage, sw; 
John F. French, JW; Merritt E. T11Ompson, s. Meeting Wednesday 

on or before full moon; election, December. 10 
Ancient Brother's, 178, Auburn. George E. McCann, AI; William E. Cut-

l~r, sw; John R. Webber, JW; Forest E. Ludden, s. 

on or after full moon; election, October. 

Meeting Monday 

24 

Ancient Landmark, 17, Portland. Charles P. Costello, Al; George H. Owen, 

sw; Winslow E. Howell, JW; John S. Russell, s. Meetings first Wed-
nesday; election, December. 17 

Ancient York, 155, Lisbon Falls. Fenton Haigh, M; Harry E. Plummer, s\\' ; 

Harry Doughty, JW; William Parkin, s. Meeting Monday on or befor" 
full moon; election, September. 14 

Archon, 139, East Dixmont. C. Hale Thnrlough, Monroe, AI; Porter Luf

kin, South Newburg, SW; Andrew J. Mudgett, East Jackson, J\V; Ben

jamin F. Porter, s. Meeting Thursday on or before full moon; election, 

October. 22 
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Arion, 102, Goodwin' s Mills. William M. Staples, M; J. H. Hanson, sw; 
Ivory W. Mnrphy, JW; Cyrus K. Littlefi eld, s. Meeting Thnrsday 011 

or before full moon ; election, November. 19 
Aroostook, 197, Blaine. Howard W . Safford, M; Aaron J . Ful ton, sw; 

Wm. A. Beals, JW; J ohn M. Hamsey, s. Meeting Saturday on or after 
full moon; election, December. 25 

Arundel, 76, Kennebunkport. Reuel "V. Norton, M; George H. Bourne, sw; 
C. Ed. Meserve, jw ; Foroyce B. Perkins, s. Meeting Tuesday on or 
before full moon ; election, February. 19 

Ashlar, 105, Lewiston. Charles A. Jumper, M; Edward S. Stetson, sw; 
Lewis V. Winship, J\V ; ].'red I. Morrell , s. Meeting Monday on or 
before' full moon ; election, January. 24 

Asylum, 183, Wayne. Frederick L. Cheney, AI ; B. Frank Bradford, sw; 
Arthur W. Manter, J W ; Charles S. Haynes, s. Meeting Tuesday before 
fullruoon ; election, September. 12 

Atlantic, 8 t, Portland. Fred H. York, M; J ames E . Leighton, Sw; Fred 
H. Cobb, J W; Charles D. Smith, s. Meeting third Wednesday ; elec-
tion, December. 17 

Augusta, 141, Augusta. George K. Black, AI; Frank L. Staples, Sw; Wes-
tou Lewis, JW ; Freeman J. C. Little, s. Meeting first Tuesday ; elec-

11 

Leonard H., Snow, M; Asa p, 8t. Cla ir, sw; Clarence 
tion, January. 

Aurora, 50, Hockland. 
C. Cross, JW ; Lorenzo S. Robinson , s. Meeting first Wednesday; elec-
tion, .January. 9 

Bar Harbor, ] 85, Bar Harbor. Charles F . Paine, M; Frank O. Allen, sw; 
J ames Brown, JW ; Benj , L. Hadley, s. Meeting third Thursday ; elec-
tion, December. 21 

Baskahegan, 175, Danforth. David C. Parker, M; Leo. H. Tuck, sw; 
Faraday Martin, J\\' ; Martin L. Porter , s, Meeting Satnrday on or 
before full moon ; election, August. 20 

Bay View, 196, E ast Boothbay. W. Irving Adams, AI ; Isaac L. Murray, sw; 
Frank Seavey, JW ; Victor K. Montgomery, s. Meeting Thursday on 
or before full moon; election, December. 10 

Benevolent, 87, Carmel. George D. Pinkham, M; J ohn E. Winslow, s\\'; 
Albert M. Day, JW; Camillus K. J ohnson, s. Meeting Wednesday 
week of full moon ; elec tion, December 27th. 6 

Bethel, 97, Bethel. Eben S. Kilborn , M; J ames H. Barrows, s \\' ; Curtis E. 
Abbott, JW ; Jarvis C. Billings, s. Meeting second Thursday ; election , 
November. 16 

Bethlehem, 35, Augusta. Charles A. Price, M; Chas. B. Adams, sw; Alfred 
P . Fif1eld, JW ; James E. Blanchard, s. Meeting first Monday; election, 
November. 11 
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Binglmm, 199, Bingham. Benjamin F. Smith, M; Edwin O. Vittu'm, sw; 

Samuel A. Smith, J\V; George C. Eames, s. Meeting Saturday on or 

before full moon; election June. 13 

Blaz ing Star, 30, Humford Falls. Edwin P. Smith, M; Cyrus P. Eaton, sw; 

John E. Moore, J\v; Fred A. Porter, s . Meeting Wednesday on or 

before full moon; election, Uctober. 16 

Blue Mountain, 67, Phillips. Arthur W. McLeary , M; Mason Parker, sw; 

Daniel F. Field, JW; William A. D. Cragin, s. Meeting Wednesday 

15 week of full moon ; election, September. 

Bristol, 74, Bristol Mills. Calvin V. Robbins, M; Matthias A. Benner, sw; 

Monday on or 

10 

Norris A. Miller, JW; Edwin J. Ervine, s. 

before full moon; election, December. 

Meeting 

Buxton, 115, W est Buxton. Frank H. I-Iargmves, >I; Joseph F. Warren, 

sw; Leonard Palmer, JW; Cyril P. Harmon, s. ~eeting Munday even-

ing on or before full moon; election, J a nuary. 23 

Cambridge, 157, Cambridge. John B. LaBree, >I ; Jacob T. Brown, sw; 

Melvin W. Knowles, JW; G. Willard Chadbou rne, s. "feeting Tuesday 

on or before full moon; election, December. 22 

Caribou, 170, Caribou. Carl C. King, M; Bertram L. Flet cher, sw ; Albert 

J. Taylor, JI\'; Charles G. Littlefield , s_ Meeting first Thursday; elec-

tion, December. 1 

Carrabassett, 161, Canaan. Frank Weymouth; M; La fayette Gleason, sw; 

Abell'. Gleason, JW; Alpbeus Nason, s. Meeting Tuesday on or before 

full moon; election. first T~lesday in October. 18 

Casco, 36, Yarmouth. Herbert M. Moore, ~I; David H. Bennett, sw; Frank 

W. Bucknam , JW; Monroe Stoddard, s. 

tion, October. 

Meetin g first Tuesday; elec· 

17 

Central, 45, China. J ohn A. W OOdSUIll, )1: Gustavus J. Nelson, SW; Ev

erett B . Besse, JW; Willis W. Washburn, s. Meeting Wed nesday 011 

or before full moon; election, September. 7 

Columbia, 200, Greenville. Hiram Hunt, M; Charles D. Shaw, s W; Charles 

H. Sawyer, JW; .Jesse M. Prentiss, s. Meeting Tuesday 011 or before 

full moon ; election, December. 5 

Composite, 168, La Gi·ange. Henry J . Bailey,' Howland, ~l; Fred H. Savage, 

sW; Harry A. }'owles, JW; Andrew I-I. Dyer, s. Meeting Saturday on 

or before full moon; election, Uctober. 

Corinthian, 95, Hartland. Edwin A. Pratt, M; 

win G. Varney, JW; Edwin A. Bean, s. 

before fnll moon; election, August. 

Crescent, 78, rembroke. Oscar I Sinclair, M; 

r elius C. Brown, JW; George W. Allan, s. 

election, December 27th. 

5 

George M. Lancey, sw ; Ed
Meeting Wed nesday on or 

22 

J esse L. Knowlton, Sl\'; Au · 

Meeting first Wednesday; 

2 
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Crooked River, 152, Bolster's Mills. George A. Haskell, M j Edward A. 

Wight, SWj Jason B. Scribner, JWj Leander Dorman, s. 

Thursday on or before full moon j election, January. 

Meeting 

16 

Cumberland, 12, New Gloucester. Elisha A. McCollister, Gray, Alj Henry 
W. Loring, West Pownal, SWj Frank W. Winter, Upper Gloucester, 

JWj George H. Goding, Lewiston Junction, s. Meeting Saturday 

before full moonj electiou, November. 24 

David A. Hooper, u. D. West Sullivan. Edwin F. Clapham, M; Oliver G. 

Newman, SWj Ernest C. Gordon, JWj John Mortimer, s. 

Saturday. 

Meeting first 

21 
Davis, 191, Strong. Charles F. Thompson, AI j Charles B. Richardson, SWj 

Oliver B. Small, JWj Andrew J . Norton, s. Meeting Friday eveni ng 
of week in which moon is fullj election, September. 15 

Day Spring, 107, West Newfield. Frltnk P. W. Colby, Alj Everett E. Ham, 

SWj Walter E. Whitten, JWj George O. Hr.nnltford, s. 

nesday on or before full moonj election, September. 

Meeting Wed-

23 

Deering, 183, Deering. EdwardS. Wltite,!Ij Charles W. Blake, SWj Ernest 
L. Watkins, JWj Francis E. Chase, WooLlfords, s. Meeting second 

Monday j election, February. 17 

Deltlt, 153, Lovell. William R. Kneelltnd, Alj George W. Wltlker, SWj 

James H. Walker, JWj ' Edward L. Bell, s. Meetiug second Thursdayj 

election, December. 18 

Dirigo, lO4, Weeks' Mills. C. M. Clark, ~lj Johu A. Peva, SW; John W. 

Boynton, JW; Orrin F. Sproul, s. Meeting Monday on or before fnll 

moon j election, September. 11 

DoriC, 149, Monson. Harold E. Morrill, Al; George W. Morrill, SW; Fred 

H. Crane, JW; Ed win R. Hltynes, s. Meeting Monday on or after full 
moonj election, December. [) 

Dresden, 103, Dresden Mills. John H. Mayers, Al; Lemuel W. Carlton, 

sw; George H. Colby, JW; Nathaniel F. Leeman, s. Meeting Wednes-

day on or before full moon; election , October. 10 

Drummond, 118, Parsonsfield. Willie F. Edwards, M; Stephen E. Towle, 

SWj Herbert Edwards, JW; Albert R. Leavitt, s. Meeting Thursday 

on or before full moon; election, September. 23 

Dunlap, 47, Biddeford. John B. Lowell', Al; Everett M. Staples, sw; Lytton 

E. Staples, JWj James Beaumont, s. Meeting first Monday; election, 

December. 19 

Eastern, 7, Eastport. Wheeler C. Hawkes, ~(; Andrew R. Holmes, sw; 

Warren S. Kane, JW; Noel B. Nntt, s. Meeting first Monday; elec-

tion, December 27th. 2 
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Eastern Frontier, 112, Fort Fairfield. George S. Stevens, M; Herbert w. 
Trafton, s,,"; John M. Thurlough, J\\'; Nelson H. Martin, s. 
Wednesday on or before full moon; election, December. 

Meeting 
1 

Eggemoggin, 128, Sedgwick. Theodore A. Smith, M; Fred J. Sargent, SW; 
Henry A. Small , JW; Orrin P. Carter, s. MAeting second Monday; 
election, January. 4 

Esoteric, 159, Ellsworth. Thomas E. Hale, M; William H. Dresser, SW; 
Edgar P. Kel!ey, JW; Melvin S. :Smith, s. Meeting first Thursday; 
election, January. 21 

Eudid, 194, Madison. Alfred E. Moore, M; NyroB Churchill, sw; Orner 
D. Eames, JW; Irvin L. Russell, s. 
September. 

Meeting first Monday; election, 
13 

Eureka, 84, Tenant's Harbor. Walter H. Matthews, M; George E. Allen, 
sw; A. A. Morrison, JW; James Edward Shrader, s. Meeting ThurR-
day on or before full moon; election, January. 9 

Evening Star, 147, Buckfield. Henry C. Ricker, M; Washiilgton Heald, 
sw; Charles F. Berry, JW; Alfred Cole, s. Meeting Monday on or 
before full moon; election, September. 16 

Excelsior, 151, Northport. George W. Whitcher, M; Isaac Hills, SW; Fred 
B. Glidden, JW; Rodel A. Packard, s. ~eeting 'Vednesday nearest 
full moon; electiOl., December. 8 

Felicity, 19, Bucksport. A. Frank Bennett, M; William A. Remick, sW; 
Howard F . e,illey, JW; George O. Mitchell, s. Meeting first Monday; 
electioll, December. 21 

Forest, 148, Springfield. Jasper L. Lewis, M; Charles D. Chase, sW; Her-
bert E. Murdock, JW; Lysander W. Trask, s. 
before full mooB; election, September. 

Meeting Saturday on 
20 

Franklin, 123, New Sharon. AugustuS W. Morrill, M; John M. Rowe, SW; 
Samuel W. Bailey, JW; James H. Howes, s. Meeting Friday on or 
before full moon; election, Septeu,ber. 15 

Fraternal, 55, Alfred. Otis R. Witcher, M; Edwin P. Ferguson, sW; Willis 
J. Linscott, JW; John M. Akers, s. Meeting Wednesday on or before 
full moon; election, November. 23 

Freedom, 42, Limerick. Samuel T. Bradbury, ~(; John P. Fogg, sw; Frank 
E. Townsand, JW; Fred W. Libby, s. Meeting Wednesday on or 
before fnll moon; election, December. 23 

Freeport, 23, Freeport. Freeman M. Grant, M; Perez S. Burr, sW; Cbarles 
W. Bennett., JW; William A. Hyde, 5. Meeting Monday on or before 
full moon; election, December. 14 

Granite, 182, West Paris. Willard E . Bryant, !f; Benton L. Swift, sw; 
William C. Stearns, JW; Peter C. Fickett, s. Meeting Wednesday on 
or before fnll moon; election, November. 16 
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Greenleaf, 117, Cornish. William R. Copp; Mj Howard Brackett, sw; 
John Bradley, JWj George H. Parker, s. Meeting Friday on or before 
full moonj election, December. 18 

Hancock, 4, Castine. Walter S. Brown, Mj C. Fred J ones, SWj J oh n C. 
M. Gardner, JWj Charles H. I-looper, s. Meeti ng first Thursdayj elec-
tion, December. 4 

Harmony, 38, Gorham. Everett P . Hanson, M j Moses E. Little, sw j Cbas. 
E. Cobb, JWj Fred "T. Harding, s. Meeting Wednesday on or preced -
ing full moon j election; December. 17 

Harwood, 91, Machias. Stephen Hadley, Mj 'Willis H. Allen, sw j Wm . E. 
Boynton, JWj Cyrus W . Beverly, s. 
December 27th. 

Meeting first Monday j election, 

S 
Hermon, 32, Gard iner. Arthur C. Brown, >lj Thomas A. J ewett, SWj WiI-

Iiam L. Powers, JW j J ames M. Larrabee, s. 
election, J anuary. 

Meeting first Tuesday j 
11 

Hiram, 180, South Portland. John Melia, Mj Alhert A. Cole. SWj Frank I. 
Brown, JW j Stephen Scamman, Knightville, s. Meeting Tuesday on or 
before full moon j election, NovPlOber. 17 

Horeb, 93, Lincoln. George W. Haskell , Mj Wallace C. Thibodeau, SWj 
Frank R. I.inton, JW j Charles F . Plumly, s. Meeting Tuesday on 0 1' 

before full moon j election, first Monday in Dece!llber. 20 
Howard, 69, Winterport. Daniel MeG. Spencer, Mj Fred C. Atwood, SW j 

Joseph L. Eldridge, JWj John H. Bakel', s. Meeting Friday on or 
before full moon j election, December. 6 

Ira Berry , 187, Bluehill. Frank H. Bindei', M j Harry Saunders, S ll' j George 
G. Long, JWj Frank A. Davis, s. Meeting third Mondayj election, 
December. 4 

Island, 89, Islesboro. ' Augustine H. Parker, M j Ernest L. Spragne, 8 W j 
Winfielci S. Pendleton, Jr., JWj Thomas R. Williams, ~orth Islesboro', 
s. Meeting Tbursday on or before full moon j elr.ction, :February. 8 

J efferson, 100, Bryant's Pond . Arthur C. Rickel', M j James L. Bowker, 
SWj Walter H. Small, J\Vj Alden Chase, s. 
before full moon; election, September. 

J onesport, 188, Jonesport. Seth S. Nickerson, M j 
Darius D. Kelley, JWj Henry A. Mansfi eld, s. 
election, J anuary. 

Meeting Tuesday on or 
16 

Arthur L. Whi t ing, SWj 
Meeting first Tuesday j 

S 
](atahdin, 98, Patten. William L. Bonney, Mj J ohn Jackman , SWj Alonzo 

A. Porter, JIV j Charles C. Perry, s. Meeting Thursday on or preced-
ing fnll moonj election, December . 25 

Kenduskeag, 137, Kenduskeag. Wallace W. Patterson, Al j F. Eruest 
Harvey, SWj Hosea B. Emery, JW j William C. Spratt, s. 
Wednesday on or before full moon j election, D ecember. 

Meeti'ng 
6 
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Kennebec, 5, Hallowell. GHorge A. Safford, M; Lorenzo D. Merchant, SW; 

John M. Robinson, J\V; James J. Jones, s. Meeting Wednesday on 01' 

before full moon; electio.l, November. 11 

Keystone, 80, Solon. Cornelius A. Merrill, AI; Wright S. Cram, sw; Jonah 

G. Spauldiug, JW; Perry S. Longley, s. Meeting Wednesday on or 

before full moon; electIon, third Wednesday of October. ]3 

King David's, 62. Liticolnville. Leslie D. Ames, M; Alton E. Andrews, 
sw; Oliver E. Keene, JW; Henry Crehore, s. Meeting Tuesday even-

ing nearest full moon; election, December. 8 

King Hiram, 57, Dixfield. George D. Kidder, AI; William P. Gammon, SW; 
George W. Dockham, JW; Charles L. Dillingham, s. MeeLillg Tuesday 

on 01' after full moon; election, October. 16 

King Solomon's, 61, Waldoboro. George H. Douglas, M; George L. Welt, 

sw; :Fred A. Hovey, JW; John M. Richards, s. Meeting Friday on or 

before full moon; election, December. 10 

Kllox, 189, South T~lOmaston. George C. Horn, M; Richard A. Snow, sw; 

Willard P. Sleeper, JW; Milton E. Bassick, s. Meeting first Saturday; 

election, January. 9 

Lafayette, 48, Readfield. Frank A. Dow, M; Sewal J. Hawes, Sw; Charles 
D. Record, JW; E1'l1est A. Morgan, s. Meeting first Saturday; election, 

February. 12 

Lebanon, 116, Norridgewock. George O. Carr, !I; Charles E. Moore, Sw; 

Charles A. Ward, JW; Charles A. Hanington, South Norridgewock, s. 

Meeting Saturday ou or before fnlll1loon; election, September. 13 

Lewy's Island, 138, Princeton. Leander R. Horsman, !1; Theo. Morrison, 

sw; Charles A. Holfe, JW; SamuelO. Hoar, s. Meeting first Wednes-

da.y; election, December, St. John's Day. 2 

Liberty, 111, Liberty. John C. Sherman, Libertyville, M; Oren W. Ripley, 
South Montville, sw; Winfield W. Lllnt, JW; Ambrose P. Cargill, s. 

Meeting Saturday on or before full moon; election, September. 7 

Lincoln, 3, Wiscasset. Charles H. Metcalf, M; Clarence A. Peaslee, sw; 

(jeorge W. Pooler, JW; William D. 1'atterson, s. Meeting Thursday 

on 01' before full moon; election, December. 10 

Lookout, 131, Cutler. Hermitre U. Davis, M; Forest S. Stevens, sw; 

Frederick W. Thurlow, JW; Lucius Davis, s. Meeting Monday on or 

before full 1I100n; election, January. 3 

Lygonia, 40, Ellsworth. William Goggins, M; Elvert E. Parker, sW; How· 

ard W. Dunll, JW; James E. Parsons, s. Meeting first 'Wednesday; 

election, January. 21 

Lynde, 174, Hermon. Frank P: Whitaker, M; Charles L. Phillips, sw; 

George E. Barnes, JW; Charles N. Patten, s. Meeting Saturday on or 
before full moon; election, December. 6 
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Maine, 20, Farmington. Edward C. Merrill, M; George C. Purington, sw; 
Frederick P. Adams, JW; Frank W. Butler, s. Meeting Monday in 
week of full moon; election, October. 15 

Marine, 122, Deer Isle. John J. Spofford, M; Frank A . Gross, sw; Edwin 
L. Haskell, JIV; Austin D. Haskell, s. Meeting first Tuesday ; election, 
January. 4 

. Mariner's, 68, Searsport. Lyman W. Wentworth, At; Clifton Whittemore, 
SW; Edwin H. Durgin, JW; Charles E. Adams, s. 
on or before full moon ; election, January . 

Meeting Tuesday 

8 
Marsh River, 102, Brooks. WilIanl S J ones, M ; Allen B. Stantial, S l\'; 

Forrest K. Roberts, JW; David P. Curtis, s. Meeting Wednesday on 
or before full moon; election, December. 7 

Mechanic', 66, Orono. Alonzo H. Harriman, M; Frank A. Clark, SW; 

Robert M. Hutchinson, JIV; Albert J. Durgin , s. Meet ing first Wed nes-
day ; election, December 27th. 6 

Meridian, 125, Pittsfield. John F. Webendorfer, M;. Truman M. Griffin, 
sw; Orin E. Libby, JW; Leon L. Libby, s. Meet ing Friday evening 
on or before full moon; election, .J an uary. 22 

Meridian Splendor, 49, Newport. Watson B. Marsh, M; Percy L. Oakes, 
sw; A. Leslie Oakes, JW; Charles E. Smith, s. Meeting Thursday on 
or before full moon; election, December. 22 

Messalonskee, 113, Oakland. Charles A. Ridley, At; Frank E. Burrill, sw; 
Thomas Walker, JW; J. Wesley Gilman, s. Meeting on the first Sat-
urday ; election, December. 12 

Molunkus, 165, Sherman Mills. Isaac Cushman, M; Freeman C. Harris, 
sw; Isaac T. Maddocks, JW; J ohn Gosnell s. Meeting TUf'sday on or . 
before full moon; election, October. 25 

Monmouth,110, Monmouth. Otis K. l'rescott, AI; John M. l'rescott, sw; 
Horace S. Bent, JW; James A. Cunningham, s. Meeting Saturday on 
or before full moon ; election, September. 11 

Monument, 96, Houlton. George k. Gorham, Jr., M; Charles H. Fogg, sw; 
George E. Wilkins, JW; Charles E. F. Stetson, s. Meeting second 
Wednesday; election, March. 25 

Morning Star, 41, Litchfield Corner. Chapin Lydston, 1[; William E. Tarr, 
sw; Thomas T. J.enkins, JW; Irving W. Gilbert, s. Meeting Tuesday 
on or before full moon; election, September. 11 

Mosaic, 52, Foxcroft. Frank H. Glover, M; Wm. C. Woodbury, SW; Wil
liam M. Steward, JW; James T. Roberts, s. Meeting Thursday on or 
before full moon; election, December. 5 

Moses Webster, 145, Vinalhaven. J. Herbert Sanborn, M; Herbert W. 
Fifield, sw; Edmund B. Roberts, JW; Winfield S. Carver, s. Meeting 
second Tuesday; election, November. 9 
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Mount Bigelow, u. D., Flagstaff. 
A. Butler, sw; Walter E. 
Meeting second Saturday. 

Danville C. Durrell, Dead River, ~I; David 
Binds, JW; John A. Standish, ~tratton, s. 

15 
Mount Desert, 140, lIIount Desert. Melville L. A lIen, M; Clifford B. Rich-

ardson, sw; John A. Somes, JW; Lyman H. Somes, s. 
day on or before full moon; election, January. 

Meeting Satllr-
21 

Mount Kineo, 109, Guilford. Albion 'V. Ellis, M; Alexander F. Edes, sw ; 
Fred Mellor, JW ; David Pearson, s. Meeting Saturday on or ,before 
full moon; election, December. 5 

Mount Moriah, 56, Denmark. Albert F. Trumbull, M; Sidney T. Brown, 
sw; Luther Trumbull, JW; Almon P. Pingree, s. Meeting Wednesday 
on or before full moon; election, December. ]8 

Mount Tire'm, ]32, Waterford. William Uonglass, M; Warren V. Knee
land; Sw; Francis S. Packard, J'Y; Isaac F. Jewett, s. Meeting Tues-
day on or before full moon; election, December. 18 

Mystic, 65, Hampden. Fred L. Wyman, M; Charles 'V. Page, sw; Sumner 
D. Greeley, JW; William H. Tribou, s. Meeting Saturday on or before 
fnll moon; election, December. 6 

Mystic Tie, 154, Weld. Hoscoe E . Scamman, M; Cleff Maxwell , sw; Her
bert A. Horn, JW; Lyman L. ' Jones, s. Meeting Tuesday of the week 
of full moon; election, Decem bel'. ]5 

Narraguagus, 88, Cherryfield. David W. Campbell, M; Arthur H. Bart
lett, sw; Phineas B. Guptill, JW; George G. Freeman, s. Meeting 
Tuesday on or before the full moon; election, January. 3 

Naskeag, IiI, Brooklin. Eldorus H. Bridges, M; Stephen E . McFarland, 
sw; John J . McDonald, .JW; Henry S. Kane, s. Meeting first Wednes-
day; election, January. 4 

Naval, 184, Kittery. C. Clifford Muchmore, M; Frederick W. Cross, sw; 
Dwight F. Faulkner, JW; Levi L. Goodrich, s. Meeting Wednesday 
on or before full moon; election, July. 19 

Neguemkeag, 166, Vassalboro. Elbridgfl G. Jackson, M; George D. Cook, 
sw; Willis B. Crosby, JW; Daniel Hollins, s. Meeting Thursday on or 

before full moon; election, September. 12 
Nezinscot, 101, Turner. William H. Downing, M; Harry W. Burdin, sw; 

Oliver A. Sprague, JW; Seth D. Andrews, s. Meeting Saturday on or 

before full moon; election, June. 24 
Northern Star, 28, North Anson . Bert. Witham, M; George L. Hovey, sw; 

Walter W. Poore, JW; Wilbur C. Simmons, s. Meeting Tuesday on 
or next preceding full moon; election, December. 13 

Ocean, 142, Wells' Depot. Lyman F. Getchell, M; Albert H. Hatch, sw; 
Thomas A. Chick, JW; Frank L. Buker, s. Meeting Wednesday on 

or before full moon; election, December. 19 
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Olive Branch, 124, Charleston. Fred A. Thayer, M; Frank H. Drummond, 

511'; George S. Walker, JW; Oscar L. Smith, 5. 

before full moon; election, December. 

Meet,ing Friday on or 

5 

Orient, 15, Thonlaston. William A. Hastings, M; William H. Stackpole, 

sw; George A. Moore, JW; Edwin O. Cusbing, s. Meeting first Tues-
day ; election, January. £t 

Oriental, 13, Bridgton. Norman H. Libbey, M; Fred WiIlby, sw; John L. 

Meserve, JW; D. Eugene Chaplin, s. Meeting Saturday on or before 

full moon; election, October. 18 

Oriental Star, 21, Livermore Falls. Chester H. Thurston, M; Rutilllls A. 

Hyerson, sW; Charles H. Gibbs, JW; George O. Eustis, s. Meeting 

Wednesday on or before full moon; election, January. 15 

Oxford, 18, Norway. Charles F . Ridlon, M; Henry F . :Favor, sW; Merton 
L. Kimball, JW; Howard D. Smitb, s . Meeting Monday on or next 

before full moon; election, September. 16 

Pacific, 64, Exeter. Alfred W. Hicks, Garland, M; Roswell C. Rich, SW; 

Angus Delaney, JW; David E. Knight, Garland, s. Meeting Wednes-

day on or before fnll moon; election, January. 22 

Parian, 160, Corinna. Lewis Hutchins, M; Oliver L. Jones, sw; Silas F. 
Briggs, JW; George W. Nutter, s. Meeting Saturday on or before full 

moon; election, September. 22 

Paris, 94, South Paris. Arthur E. ForbeR, M; William P. Morton, sw; 

Albert D. Park, JW; Horatio Woodbury, s. Meeting Tuesday on or 

before fnll moon; election, at first stated meeting in year. 16 

Penobscot, 39, Dexter. William C. Elder, M; Freeman D. Draith, SW; 

Ernest E. Carr, JW; Charles S. Hutchinson, s. Meeting Monday on 

or bef(l]'e fnll moon; election, at last stated meeting preceding 27th 

December. 5 
Phrenix, 24, Belfast. William C. Libby, M; Upham A. Hoyt, SW; William 

A. Wood, JW; James Pattee, s. Meeting Monday on or before full 

S 
John D. McCain, M; Josiah F. Shedd, 

moon; election, January. 

Pine Tree, 172, Mattawamkeag. 
sw; Walter E. Haynes, JW; George W. Smith, s. Meeting Saturday 
on or before full moon; election, third Monday in December. 20 

Pioneer, 72, Ashland. Henry M. Chapman, M; 

Sanford C. Murpby, JW; Fred O. Orcutt, s,. 

or before full moon; election, December. 

James D. Mahoney, SW; 

Meeting Wednesday on 

1 

Piscataquis, 44, Milo. Louis C. Ford, M; Thomas F. Hodgden, SW; Percie 
M. Hamlin, JW; Albert W. Murray, s. Meeting Friday 'lP. or before 

full moon; election, September. 5 
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Pleasant Hiver, 163, ·Brownville. Edgar C. Smith, AI; Elmer H. Poole, sw; 

William C. Wells, JW; George W. McClain, Henderson, s. Meeting 

Monday on or b3fore full mo?n; election, November. 5 

l'leiades, 1,3, Milbridge. A. L. Wallace, M; Elmer E. Sawyer, sw; Ira S. 

Sawyer, JW; Augustine C. Leighton, s. Meeting Monday on ~r before 
full 1110011; election, January. 3 

Plymouth, 75, Plymouth. L . 1'. Toothaker, M; Dana N. Gray, SW; L. 

Howard Gray, .IW; Walter G. Loud, s . Meeting Tuesday on or before 

full moon ; election, September. 22 

Polar Star, 114, Bath. Frank D. Monroe, AI; Ernest W. Mitchell, SW; 

Joseph E. Anderson, JW; Herbert D. l\faxwell, s. Meeting second 

Wednesday; election, March. 14 

Portland, 1, Portland Convers E . Leach, M; C. Fred Berry, 8W; George 

W. Sturgis, JIV; George F. Gould, s. Meeting second Wednesday; elec-

tion, November. 17 

Pownal, 119, Stockton Springs. Horace M. Griffin, M; Charles C. Heath, 
SI\'; Willard M. Berry, JIV; Frank H. COllsens, s. Meeting first Wed-

ne~day; election, January. 8 

Preble, 143, Sanford. William I. Beck, ~(; Fred Stubbs, 5W; Fred Hodg

son, JW; Joseph Leckenby, s. Meeting Wednesday on or before full 

moon; election, December. 23 

Presumpscot, 127, No. Windham. George A. Gordon, M; Alexander Speirs, 

SW; Frank H. Haskell, JW; William H. Cram. s. Meeting Saturday 

on or before full moon; election, December. 17 

Pythagorean, 11, Fryeburg. Frank A. Hill, M; John L. Osgood, SW; Fred 

A. Holt, JW; Tobias L. Eastman, 5. Meeting Monday on or before 

full moon; election, December. 18 

Quantabacook, 129, Searsmont. Loxly T. Ness, ~(; Adelhert Millcott, sw; 

Charles H. Burgess, JW; Loima C. Poor, 5. 

election, October. 

Meeting first Saturday; 

7 
Rabboni, 150, Lewiston. Albert I,. Murch, M; T. Lloyd Pratt, sw; Wil

liam B. Skelton, JW; George F. Turner, s. Meeting Wednesday after 

full moon; election, September. 24 

Reliance, 195, Green's Landing. Butler H. Mills, M; Joseph H. Eaton, sw; 

William McKenzie, JW; Rollins Y. Stinson, s. Meeting first Saturday; 

election, December. 4 
Richmond, 63, Richmond. William H. Whitney, AI; Isaac L. Spaulding, 

sw; Daniel W. Knight, JW; William R. :Fairclough, s. Meeting Mon-

day on or before full moon; election, October. 14 

Hising Star, 177. Penobscot. James Cameron, M; Albert P. Leach, sw; 
Hobert Bissett, JW; Benjamin H. Cushman, s. Meeting first Wednes-

day; election, December. 4 
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Rising Sun, 71, Orland. 
W. Harriman, JW ; 

election, December. 

--- ---, M; Ashur B. Hutchins, sw; Enoch 
Richard P. Harriman, s. Meeting first Tuesday; 

21 
Ri~ing Virtue, 10, Bangor. Warren H. Knowles, AI; 

811' ;. Frank J. Cole, JW; Charles I. Collamore, s. 
day;" election, December . . 

Charles J. Wardley, 
Meeting last Tues-

6 
Riverside, 135, East Jefferson. Charles W. Besse, M; Albert Eo Jones, 

sw; Wilber B. Tibbetts, JW; William A. Jackson, s. Meeting Wednes-
day on or full moon; election, December. 10 

Rockland, 79, Rockland. Henry J. Keating, M; George A. Crockett, SW; 

C. Frank Jones, JW; Albert I. Mather, s. Meeting first Tuesday; elec-
tion, January. 9 

Rural, 53, Sidney. Sewall A. Clark, M; William A. Shaw, 8 11'; Frank 
Abbott, JW; James F. Warren, s. Meeting Saturday on or before full 
moon; election, September. 12 

Saco, 9, Saco. Fred B. Wiggin, ~1; Freeland H. Oaks, sw; Harry A. Mc
Neally, JW; George A. Emery, s. Meeting first ·Wednesday; election, 
January. 19 

Saint Andrew's, 83, Bangor. ]fred W. Adams, M; Frank A. Robinson, sw; 
Edwin Lord, JW; Arlington B. Marston, s. Meeting last :Friday; elec-
tion, December. 6 

Saint Aspinquid, 11)8, York Village. Edward W. Baker, AI; Charles L. Bow
den, sw; George N. Thompson, JW; George F. Plaisted, York Corner, s. 
Meeting Tuesday on or before full moon; election, September. 19 

Saint Croix, 46, Calais. Thomas S. Boles, M; Stephen McCoy, 511'; William 
H. Keen, J\V; Stephen D. Morrell, s. Meeting first Monday; election, 
December, St. John's Day . 2 

Saint George, 16, Warren. John W. Dunbar, AI; Boland O. Wade, Sll'; 

Mathew Allen, J\V; Charles L. Robinson, s. Meeting Monday on or 
before full moon; election, October. 9 

Saint John's, 51, Sonth Berwick. Charles M. Sleeper, AI; John B. White
head, SW; Joseph A. Lord, JIY; Edward A. Chesley, s. Meeting Mon-
day on or before full moon; election, May. 19 

Saint Paul's, 82, l{ockport. Everett E. Fales, M ; Frank E. Achorn, SlY; 

Lorin A. Brewster, JIY; Perez B. Cooper, s. Meeting Monday on or 
before full moon; election, October. 9 

Seaside, 144, Boothbay Harbor. George H. Snow, AI ; Lewis A. Dunton, S W; 

William o. Seavey, JW; Henry S. Perkins, s. Meeting first Friday; 
eler.tion, December. 10 

SebasLicook, 146, Clinton. John H. McGorrill, ~[; George H. Piper, SW; 

Frank L. Besse, JW; Ruel W. Gerald, s. Meeting Thursday on or 
before full moon ; election, October. 7 
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Shepherd's River, 169, Brownfield. Isaac S. Lowell, )1; Fred A. Thayer, 
sw; Frea T. Fogg, JW; Hubert F. Fitch, s. Meeting Saturday on or 
before fu ll moon; election, December. 18 

Siloam, 92, Fairfield. George G. Weeks, M; William F . Nutt, sw; E lmer 
E. Wheeler, JW; Herman W. S. Lovejoy, s. Meeting first Thursday; 
election, December. 13 

Solar, 14, Bath. Howard B. Johnson, M; Langdon T. Snipe, 8W; Walter 
S. Glidden, JW; John R. Knowlton, s. Meeting first Monday; elec-
tion, December. 14 

Somerset, 34, Skowhegan. Frank W. Allen, M; George C. Thompson, sw; 
Charles F . Rochester, .JW; Charles M. Lambert, s. Meeting Monday 
on or before full moon; election, January. 13 

Springvale, 190, Springvale. Ha.rmon G. Allen, M; Willie F. Ferguson, sw; 
Edward Goodwin, JW; Frank H. Dexter, s. Meeting Tuesday on or 
before full moonl election, December. 23 

Standisb, 70, Stanuish. John D. Higgins, M; Joseph C. Shaw, sw; George 
E . Whitney, JW; William H. Dressel', s. Meeting Thursday on or 
before full mooll; election, January. 17 

Star in the East, 60, Oldtown. Fred C. Barton, )1; Virgil E . Tucker, sw; 
Albert H. Madnocks, JW; Charles A. Dilliugham, s. Meeting Monday 
on or before full moon; election, September. 6 

Star in the West, 85, Unity. Albert Bacon, M; George R. Mosher, SW; 

Warren Jones, JW; Reuel M. Berry, s. Meeting Tuesday on or before · 
full moon; electioll, December. 7 

Temple, 25, Winthrop. Charles C. Stackpole, M; George W. Bates, SW; 

Everett W. Macomber, JW; Frank 1. Bishop, 8. Meeting Monday on 
or before full moon; election, December. 11 

Temple, 86, Westbrook. Frank O. Mariner, AI; Ernest A. Bodge, SW; 

George H. Knowlton, JW; Oliver A. Cobb, s. Meeting second Wed-
nesday; election, December. 17 

Timothy Chase, 126, Belfast. Dayton F. Stephenson, M; Hiram L. Part-

ridge, SW; James H. I-lowes, .J\V; Charles E . Johnson, s. 
Thursday; election, January. 

Meeting first 
8 

Tranquil, 29, Auburn. James P. Hutchinson, M; Albert E. Verrill, sw; . 
Lavator O. Morse, JW; James F. Atwood, s. Meeting Wednesday on 
or before full moon; election, ,Tanuary. 24 

Tremont, 77, South West Harbor. Eben F. Richardson, M; William W. 
King, sw; Alvah E. Foss, JW; William H. Keene, Manset, s. Meeting 
Thursday on or before full mOOB; election, December. 21 

Trinity, 130, Presque Isle. Fred H. Blah, M; Ronaldo H. McDonald, SW; 

J. Coburn Lenfiest, JW; Rainsford J. Smith, s. Meeting Monday on 
or before full moon; election, December. 1 

22 G. L. 
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Tuscan, 106, Addison. Fred A. Chandler, M; Melvin L. Cleaves, SW; 

Amos G. (jodfrey, JW; Amasa D. Tracy , Westcogus, s. Meetillg Sat-
urday on or before fnll moon; election, Decem bel'. a 

Tyrian, 73, Mechanic Falls. Fred E. Dwinal , Al ; Will P. l'erkins, sw; 
Winfield C. Dwinal, JW; Lewin J efferies, s. Meeting Thursday on or 
before full moon; election, October. 24 

Union, 31, Union. F. M. Lucas, Al; George C. Hawes, sw; E. R. Cnm
mings, JWj Benjamin Burton, s. Meeting Thursday on or before full 
moon; electiun, December. 9 

Unitfld, 8, Brunswick. Adelbert J. Hntchillson, M; Gilbert M. Elliott, s\\'; 
Henry C. Upton, JW; Lemuel H. Stover, s. Meeting second Tuesday; 
election, December. 14 

Un ity, 58, Thorndike. A lonzo H. Higgins, M; Charles P. Hutchins, sw; 
Phineas P. Shibles, JW; John N. Tilton, s. Meeting Thursday Oil or 
before full moon; election, Jauuary. 7 

Vassalboro,' 54, North Vassalboro' . Albert S. Priest, M; Joseph Jewett, 
sw; Matthew Hodges, JW; Henry A. Ewer, s. Meeting Tu edday on or 
before full moon; ~lection, September. 12 

Vernon Valley, 99, Mt. Vernon. William A. Frencb, ~I; Charles H. Severy, 
S"'; Melvin S. Gordon, JW; Silas Burbank, s. Meeting Tuesday on or 
before fullmonn; election, November. 12 

Village, 26, Bowdoinham. George If. Blodgett, ill; Frank 1-1. Purington, sw; 
JohnF. Young, JW; Henry E. Cornish, s. Meeting Wednesday on or 
before full moon; election, October. 14 

Warrell, 2, East Macbias. Francis L. Talbot, AI; Herbert M. Hanscomb, 
SW; Frank H. Wiswell, ;rw; Warren F. Pope, s. Meeting Tuesday on 
or before full moon; election, December 27th. 3 

Warren Phillips, 186, Cumberland Mills. George B. Swett, ~I; Clinton S. 
Eastman, sw; Frank H. Swan, JW; Edward H. Smith, s. Meeting 
first Wednesday; election, October. 17 

"Vashbnrn, 193, Wasbburn. Jarvis B. Harris, M; David I~. Dunoan, sw; 
Frank E. Gould, JW; Edward M. Hines, s. Meeting Wednesday on (11' 

before full moon; election, December. 1 
. Wasbington, 37, Lubec. Robert G. McBride, Al; Irving W. Case, s w; Wil

liam Merriam, J\V; George G. Boynton, s. Meeting first Wednesday; 
election, December. 2 

Waterville, 33, Waterville. Horbert M. Fuller, M; Edward L. Meader, SW; 

Calvin W. Gilman, JWj Thomas E. Ranstead, s. Meeting Monday on 
or before fnll moon; election, Decem bel'. 12 

Webster, 164, Sabattus. Edwin Woodside, Al; George W. Jordan, S W; Fred 
A. Richardson, JW; Judson Bangs, s. Meeting Thursday on or next 
before fnll moon; election, December. 24 
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Whitney, 167, Canton. Cyrus T. Bonney, Jr., Mj Charles H. Randall, SWj 
Herbert V. Foster, JWj Herbert J. DeShon, s. Meeting first Thursdayj 

. election, September. 15 
Wilton, 156, Wilton. Cyrus N. Blanchard, AI; Maurice E . Allen, SWj 

Danipl J. Norton, JWj Fred E. Trefeth en, 8. Meeting Wednesday week 
of full moon ; election, September. 15 

Winter, Harbor, 192, Winter Harbor. Charles E. Grover, M; Ira N. Work-
man, sw; Amos E. Small, JW; B. Frank Sumner , s. 
Wednesday; election, January. 

Meeting first 
4 

York, 22, Kennebunk. Paull. Andrews, Mj Charles H. Cole, sW; William 
H. Littlefield, JWj George A. Gilpatric, s. Meeting Monday on or 
before full moon; election, December. 19 

Yorkshire, 179, North Berwick. J. Wesley Webber, Mj Charles W. Good-
win, SWj James A. Austin, J\\' j Brainerd S. Drake, s. 
Friday; election, December. 

Meeting last 
19 



Proceedings 0/ the [May, 

1Sretbren IDfe~ ~urfng tbe Wear, 
JROM MARCH I, 11\96, TO MARCH I, 11\97. 

THOSE MARKED * WERE RETURNED AS BURIED WITH MASONIC RITES. 

1 Portland. V. Richard .FosR, March 13; Joseph H. Adie, June 15; 

Moses S. Bunker, August 16; Bellj. F. Lihby, Sept.; Royal R. 

Burnham, Nov. 12; Martin L. Stevens, Nov. 23; Ansel G. Dewey, 

Feb. 8. 

2 Warren. Thomas J. Johnson,* April 21, at Bermuda, W. I.; buried 
by St. George Lodge, No. 200, to whom a vote of thanks was re

turned; John Jasper,· May 31; JamesP. F. Tobey,- October 8; B. 
Thomas ChaloneI', Feb. 19, past Secretary,-funeral escorted by 

lodge; L. Loring Keith, Feb. 25, Master two years, Treasurer 21 

years-funeral escorted by lodge. 

4 Hancock. George L' Weekti, October. 
5 Kem.ebec. Frank O. Brown, July 20, in Utica, N. Y.; 'Villiam H. 

Manhire,- Dec. 26, Barre, Vt.; (jranite Lodge, No. 135, attended 
his funeral; Herrick S. Barton,- Jan. 25. 

6 Amity. Franklin L. Start., April 1; Nathan H. Hosmer, April 10; 

Oscar W. Stone, April ~6, in Boulder, Colorado; he was a Past 

Master. 

i Eastel'll. William Malloch, Oct. 19; Henry Whelpley, Jan. 21. 

8 United. James Barron; · Wil.liam R. Field, Sept. 11. 

9 Saco. Cyrus Fenderson, June 10; Edward P. Rodman, Oct. 16. 

10 Rising Virtue. William H. S. Lawrence,- July 13; Nathan L. Marden, 

Oct. 23. 
11 Pythagorean. Amos T. Maxwell, April 8; John A. Webster, June 2. 

12 Cumberland. Frank L. Gros:>, April 2, in Newton, Mass., aged 49; 
Hugh Prince Morrill,. June 7, in Gray; David Winslow Merrill,

Oct. 30, aged 75 yrs. 10 mos. 

13 Oriental. Charles O. Kilboru, Sept. 21. 
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14 Solar. Albion H. Morse, February 18, 1896; Thomas Minott, Sept. 10; 

Seth T. Woodward, October; P. H. M. Morrison, October. 

15 Orient. Cyrus Maxcy, April 30; Samuel Whitcomb, Oct. 2; Angus A. 
Anderson, Oct. 21; Joan McDonald, Jan. 6. 

16 St. George's. Leander Crawford, Dcc. 3l. 

17 Ancient Land Mark. William A. Allen, March 21-fell from M. C. 

R. R. bridge at Auburn; Levi A. Gray, July 23, Past Master; 

George B. Loring, July 25, sll.:ld'lnly at Rockland; Thomas A. 

Foster, M. D., Nov. 27; Henry Humphreys, Dec. 4; Jerome B. 
Fickett, Feb. 25. 

18 Oxtord. George L. Beal,* December 11, Major General in civ il war; 

George P. Jones,* Jan. 16; Osgood N. Bradbury,* Jan. 22. 

19 Felicity. John Patterson, March 31; Albert, C. Page, April 14; Richard 

Snow, April 27; Warren A. Heywood, June 26; James N. Patter
Ron,* July 10 ; Joshua A. Whitmore, Sept. 11; Henry S. Lampher, 

Feb. 26. 
20 Mai;;e. Jacob E. Eaton, Sept. 27. 
21 Oriental Star. Elisha Coolidge, June 213; Luthur B. Farnum, Nov. 29; 

Stillman Noyes, Feb. 2l. 

22 York. Alfred Littlefield,* May 10; Sohn H. Ferguson, June 22, a 

Past Master; Orin S. Ross, Jan. 8. 

24 Phrenix. 

25 Temple. 

George O. Partridge, June 10; Daniel Harraden, Nov. 3. 

George A. Wood, Sept. 4. 

26 Village. William A. Wood, March 9, late Secretary; John Lang, June 

24; Curtis G. Sawyer, Oct. 8; Henry H. Williams, Oct. 11; Eben 

Lancaster. 

28 Northern Star. Daniel Steward, April 23; C. C. Getchell, Sept. 13; 
Charles F. Fairbrother, Nov. 4. 

29 Tranquil. Albert Gay, May 3; Joseph C. Haskell, July 7; Charles C. 

Jordan, Sept. 14. 

31 Union. John Arnold, Dec. 11; T. A. Davis,* Feb. 17. 

32 Hermon. N. P. Lyon, April 26; Daniel Wright, Jan. 28; John L. 

Gray, Feb. 24, aged 90. 

33 Waterville. Jesse R. Mathews, March 10, 1895; George A. Phillips, 

May 6,1896; W. E. Drummond, July 30; F. A. Waldron, Dec. 19. 

34 Somerset. Joseph Robinson,* Aug. 15; Mark H. Hilton,* Aug. 23 ; 

Samuel A. Bickford,* Sept. 17; Moody J. Weston,* Nov. 24. 

35 Bethlehem. Henry P. Thayer, December 10, 1895; William A. Wall,* 

March 10; Jefferson Higgins,* March 16; Hanson C. Turner,* July 

21; John W. Rowe,* Sept. 28; George W. Martin,* Oct. 26. 

36 Casco. Emery W. Hamilton, March 7; Eben R. York, April 2; Gad 

Hitchcock, April 19, a Past Master; William H. Russell, Oct. 24; 

Richard Harding, June 30. 
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37 Washington. John Jackson, May 16; James M. Parker, July II. 

38 Harmony. Eli Morton, Nov. 8; Daniel C. Libby,* Feb. 28. 
39 Penobscot. Albert H. Billings, May 23. 

40 Lygonia. Henry L. Murcll,* May 30, buried at Belfast; Charles H. 

Barton,* June 10; Elliot L. Stmtton, July 31; Edmund McFar
land,* Feb. 6. 

41 Morning Star. William Kindrick,* August 7; John L. Allen,* Oct. 17. 

42 Freedom. Joshua Holland, Jr., Aug1lst. 

43 AlBa. James C. Leighton,* died :It Staten Island, N. Y., buried by 
Alna Lodge, at Sheepscot, Me. ; Joseph Day,* July 11, initiated 

1851; Charles A. Jones,* Jan. 31, initiated, 1851, aged 72; Henry 

Wright,* Feb. 6, initiated 1856, aged 88. 
44 Piscataquis. Fred E. Packard, Dec. 15. 

45 Central. William E. Pinkham,* December 21; George A. Morrill, 
February 9. 

46 Saint Croix. Henry H. Haskins, Aug. 5, at Kansas City, Mo.; Eugene 

B. Clark, Aug. 17. 
47 Dunlap. John Wilson, May 6; Ezekiel H. Foss, Dec. 25. 

49 Meridian Splendor. Morris E. Trafton, May; Cummings C. Oakes, 

August. 

50 Aurora. Horatio Martin,* April 2; Stephen K. Babbage,* April 5, at 

Newport, Oregon; Alden T. Sherman,* April 26; Frank A. Behr, 

June 15; Albert A. Flanders,* Augllst25, at Seal Harbor, on board 

his vessel; Francis E. Hitchcock, M. D., October 25; Sylvanus C. 

Spaulding, * Dec. 3, at Nelson, British Columbia; William Munroe, * 
February 6. 

51 Saint John's. Howard P. Marston, Aug. 5, a worthy brother. 

52 Mosaic. Samuel Withee, Aug. 13; Sanford C. Towne, Dec. 17. 
53 Rural. Jonas M. Hammond,* Dec. 4. 

54 Vassalboro'. Calvin Williams, April 19; Thomas Williams, Sept. 11; 

Richard Underwood, Sept. 22; Albert M. Bradley, Feb. 10. 

55 Fraternal. Richard W. Goding, May 5. 

58 Unity. Edmund Murch, Oct. 25. 

60 Star in the East. Samuel Low, March 24. 

63 Richmond. James L. Pratt, May 12; Lincoln G. Dale. 

64 Pacific. Horace V. Messenger, April; Daniel F. Davis, Jan. 9. 

66 Mechanics'. Moses S. Johnston, June 15; Benj. R. Mosher, Dec. 18. 

67 Blue Mountain. Leroy A. Smith, Jan. 6; Clarence M. Davis, Feb. 22. 

68 Mariners'. Josiah D. Nickerson,* March 22, funeral at Montville; Otis 

J. Colson, June 11. 

69 Howard. Willard O. Taintor, March 14. 

70 Standish. Amos Boulter, May 16, aged 81; Tobias Lord, June 8, aged 



Grand Lodxe of Ma£ne. 

49; Seth Higgins, Dec. 4, aged 91; John D. Higgins, Feb. 18, aged 
71. 

72 Pioneer. Joshua Bartlett, May 10; Henry E. Hayden, Sept. 1. 
7:3 Tyrian. P. R. Tileston,. May 10; Charles W. Royal,. May 21; L. D. 

Edgecomb,· Feb. 3. 
74 Bri~tol. John A. Sproul, Feb. 4; David Day, Feb. 10, one of the oldest 

members. 
75 Plymouth. Alden M. Brown,. Feb. :). 
76 Arundel. James G. COllsens, Sept. 1ii. 
77 Tremont. Andrew H. Haynes,. April 21; Abram C. Fernald. 
78 Crescent. Samuel Page, May 3, at Cohoes, N. Y.; William PalTitt, 

June 22. 
79 Rockland. Beniah P. Brackley, February 4, 1896; George F. Stetson, 

July 23; John W. Newbirt, Aug. 26; Seth C. Arey, in Africa 
some two years ago. 

80 Keystone. John Smith, May 17; Asher Davis, August 18; Leonard H. 
Hayden, Dec. 21. 

81 Atlantic. John D. Lord, April 23. 
82 St. Paul's. Oliver J. Bowers, September, at sea; Osborne C. Ropes, 

October; Lincoln Waldo, Decnmber. 
83 St. Andrew's. Marshall Dyer, June 23; Edward H. Hopkins, Dec. 2; 

Augustus D. Manson, Jan. 2; George F. Godfrey, Feb. 11. 
84 Eureka. Joseph A. Studley, Sept. 12, aged 61. 
85 Star in the West. Benjamin B. Stevens, June. 
86 Temple. David W. Babb,. March 24, aged 70, a Past Master and a 

charter member; George F. Leighton, May 9, at North Deering, 
aged 76; John Woodbury,· Aug. 7, :tt Cumberland Mills, aged 
79; William V. Harmon, Aug. 25, aged 76, a former secretary and 
ami treasurer; Henry Hughes, Nov. 14, at Chelsea, Mass. 

87 Benevolent. William R. Lock; Augustus Mosley; Benjamin Small. 
89 Island. Thomas H. Parker, Nov. 1; a worthy brother and an honor

able citizen. 
91 Hiram. William Stone, April 13; Amos L. Heaton,. June 24; Barnard 

L. Farrell,. Aug. 9. 
92 Siloam. Asher H. Barton, April 15, aged 77 yrs. 28 days; Wilbur C. 

Chase, April 28, drowned in the Kennebec river by the capsizing 
of a boat; Thomas B. Brown, Dec. 20, aged 52 yrs. 10 mos. 

93 Horeb. Alvin Messer,. May 1; William G. Sawyer,. Nov. 24; Daniel 
Lord, Jan. 8. 

94 Paris. William A. Frothingham, June 25; Cyrus H. Ripley, Nov. 29. 
95 Corinthian. Harris Pushor, March; George Robbins, December. 
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96 Monument. "Valdo G. Brown, May, in Cuba; George T. Stevens,* 
July 17; Laurel Monson,* Dec. 14; Wm. H. Stewart, January. 

97 Bethel. Israel G. Kimball, * Sept. 16 ; Joshua G. Rich, * February 17; 
Adelbert C. Scribner,* March 5, 1897. 

98 Katahdin. Alonzo C. Hersey,* April ~2. 
99 Vernon Valley. Quintin L. Smith, May 10, in Yarmouth. 

101 Nezinscot. Albert E. Bradford, Oct. 29, aged 43. 
102 Marsh River. Emerson Da\'is, June I. 
104 Dirigo. H. R. Merithew, May. 
105 Asillar. Albert Ring, Feb. 15, a Past Master. 
106 Tuscan. Ellis B. McKeQzie, May 22, :1t his home in Boston; Charles 

1. Nash, July 14, murdered on board his vessel. 
109 Mount Kineo. Ira Faunce, March 21; James A. Munroe, Aug. 22; 

John P. Hinkley, Aug. 26; Alfred P. Race, Dec. 31. 
110 Monmouth. John Edwin Pierce, Mrtrch 13; David Woodbury,* July 

21; Benjamin Turner,* Oct. 18; Emerson Ie. Blake,* Nov. 5. 
111 Liberty. Anson Gilman, Feb. 13, a Pa~t Master. 
112 Eastern Frontier. John B. Trafton, ,Tune 17. 
113 Messalonskee. William H. MacartnllY, Nov. 9. Brethren attended 

funeral in large numbers, but the family did not desire masonic 
burial. 

114 Polar Star. Charles W. Dunning, March 27; John N. Blaisdell, Aug. 
31; Parker T. Rivers, Nov. 7; Andrew J. Fuller, Jan. 3, the first 
Master of the lodge. 

115 Buxton. N. Deering Clark, March 4; John Martin, Nov. 6. 
116 Lebanon. John A. Doyen, Aug. 16; ltupert G. Brennan; Herrick M. 

Eaton; Henry C. Powers, Nov. 5--Past Master and Secretary. 
117 Greenleaf. Nathaniel Milliken, Nov. 11; Perley C. Sanborn, Jail. 29. 
119 Pownal. Frank W. Rice, lost at sea, date unknowu; Barnabus M. 

Roberts, Dec. 23, a Past Master. 
121 Acacia. 
122 Marine. 
123 Franklin. 

Harrison B. Strout, May. 
William H. Haskell, April 5; Thomas S. Fifield, Or:t. 2. 

Henry Mayhew; C. E. Pinkham; John Willis; Hollis H. 
Churchill; Hosea W. McGuire, Oct. 17; Albion T. Stinson, Feb. 
14, aged 48, a Past Master. 

124 Olive Branch. Augustus H. Houston, June 13; Jasper D. Smith,* July 
25; Job B. Foss,* Aug. 22; Charles P. Church, ·Dec. 23. 

12(l Timothy Chase. Fred C. Haraden, April; Joseph Clough, July 24. 
127 Presumpscot. Caleb Morton,* Oct. 27. 
128 Eggemoggin. Samuel Herrick,* Nov. 25; Groves A. Parker,* Dec. 12; 

Anson N. Closson,* Jan. II. 
131 Lookout. Augustus Jones, April 2. 
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132 Mount Tir'em. John Wilson, June 25; Albert Stanwood, July 20, a 

charter member. 

133 Asylum Abiel D. Kuapp,* Feb. 21, in Leeds. 

135 Riverside. William L. Ames, July 20. 

137 Kenduskeag. Noah S. White, June 20; John B. Watson, Nov. 8; Peter 

Barker,* Jan 7, a Past Master. 

138 Lewy's Island. Simeon R. Chadbourne, Dec. 4. 

140 Mount Desert. Joseph P . Curtis, Jan. 18; Abram T. Leland, F eb. 15. 

141 Augusta. Winfield S. Tasker, Feb. 13. 

144 Seaside. Westbrook G. Lewis,* April Ii , a Past Master; Joseph Nick
erson, Jan. 7, buried in Chatham, Mass., whither lodge sent a del

egate; Nathaniel G. Westman,* Fel,. 17. 

145 Moses Webster. George H. J ackson,"" Jvlay 15; David S. Mullin,"' May 
. 27; James McDonald,* Sept. 30. 

147 Evening Star. Granville A. Harlow, JUlle 29. 

148 Forest. Eleazer Hutchinson; Emery Johnson, April 8; Alvin H. 

Lindsay, April 20; John D. Lew i~, Jan. 31, Tyler of tbe lodge. 
149 Doric. Cyrus A. Packard, Dec. 4. 

11i0 Rabboni. Horace C. Little, March 14; Nathan Woodbury, Feb. 27. 
155 Ancient York. William Mains, Oct. ;l. 

]56 Wilton. C. Le Roy Woodward, March 23; Ansel Walker, April 30; 

Florentine D. S. Brown,* Aug. 6. 

157 Albert Allen, Sept. 13; George Mitchell,* Oct.. 7. 

159 Esotel'lc. James l-3impson, Aug. 12; George P. Dutton, Sept. S; David 

A. Hooper, Sept. 12; Charles C. Clow, November. 

160 Parian. Ivory M. Knowles, April 5; John T. Dodge, May 1~; E. W. 

Holt, July; Walter L. Knowles, Sept. 5; I . H. Crowell, Oct. 21. 

162 Arion. Charles E. Downes,* Jail. 27. 

167 Whitney. Homer Child, March 13. 

16S Composite. Daniel Hanscom, Aug. 2;. 
169 Shepherd's River. Jacob H. Swan. 

170 Caribou. J. S. Spauldillg, Dec. 15. 

171 Naskeag. Richarrl A. Herrick, April 2. 
173 Pleiades. Willie G. Stevens, April. 

174 Lynde. Andrew J. Light, May. 

175 Baskahegan. George W. Miller,* June 27, buried at Vanceboro. 
179 Yorkshire. Elnathan W. Perkins," Sept. 13. 

ISO Hiram. :Frank G. Pillsbury, March 11. 

182 Granite. Cyrus H. Howe, March 20; John Black, April 11. 

183 Deering. J. Herbert Wright,* March 13; Edward H._ Elwell, Jr.," 
June 8. 

184 Bar Harbor. William A. Milliken,* June R. A charter member and 

highly esteemed. 
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187 Ira Berry. Levi B. Thompson, June 22; Harvey P. Hinckley, Nov. 
20; Augustus C. Peters, Jan. 14. 

188 Jonesport. Fred W. Beal, Dec. 1, lost at sea; Thomas W. Beal, Dec. 
29, of pneumonia. 

190 Springvale. Jonathan R. Foster,. buried at Gray by Cumberland 
Lodge. 

192 Winter Harbor. Charles F. Kingsley, Jan. 17; Wilton H. Simpson, 
Feb. 7. 

197 Aroostook. George W. Collins,* Aug. 2~. A remarkably energetic 
business man. He had also represented Aroostook County in the 
Maine Senate. He was the youngest of a family of fourteen sons, 
and his father, Benjamin Collins, was a soldier of the Revolution, 
the last of which there is record. 

199 Bingham. Warren Colby, April 3; Edward L. Webster, Nov. 24. 
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PERMANENT ~.,. MEMBERS. 

M. W. HIRAM CHASE, Belfast, P.G. M. 

JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND, Portiand, 

WILLIAM P. PREBLE, New Brighton, N. Y., 
EDWARD P. BURNHAM, Saco, 

CHARLES l. COLLAMORE, Bangor~ 

MARQUIS F. KIN G, Portland, 

WILLIAM R. G. ESTES, Skowhegan, 

FESSENDEN l. DAY, Lewiston, 

FRANK E. SLEEPER, Sabat is, 
ALBRO E. CHASE, Portland, 

HENRY R. TAYLOR, l\lachias, 

HORACE H. BURBANK, Saco, 

AUGUSTUS B. FARNHA~l, Bangor, 
R.W. GUSTAVUS F. SARGENT, Boston, P.S.G. W. 

DAVID BUGBEE, Bangor, 

THADDEUS R. SIMONTON, Camden, 

SUMNER J. CHADBOUJl.NE, Augusta, 

JOHN B. REDMAN, Ellsworth, 
JOSEPH M. HAYES, Eath, 
LEANDER M. KENNISl'ON, Camden, 

MANLY G. TRASK, Bangor, 

DANIEL P. BOYNTON, Monmouth, 

GEORGE R. SHAW, Portland, 

J OSEPH A. LOCKE, Portland, 

HERBERT HARRI S, East Machias, 

WINFIELD S. CHOATE, AU~;1.1sta, 

ALBERT M. PENLEY, Auburn, 

JOHN W. BALLOU, Bath, P.J.G. W. 
A. M. WETHERBEE, Warre-n , 

EDWIN HOWARD VOSE, Calais, 

ARCHIE LEE TALBOT, Lewiston, 

GOODW IN R. WILEY, Bethel, 

AUGUSTUS BAILEY, Gardiner, 

BENJAMIN AMES, Thorndike, 

WILFORD J. FISHER, Eastport, .. 
SAMUEL G. DAVIS, Denmark, 

ALGERNON M. ROAK, Auburn, 

EDMUND B. MALLET, Freeport, 

SA MUEL L. MILLER, Waldoboro, 
HOW ARD D. SMITH, Norway, 

WM. FREEMAN LORD, Auburn, 

GUSTAVUS H. CARGILL, Liberty, 

MOSES TAIT, Calais, 

BENJAMIN L. HADLEY, Bar Harbor, 



334 Proceetlz'ngs of the [May, 

6rand [odg~s and 
GRAND LODGES. 

Alabltma, Dec. 1, 1896, 

Arizona, Nov. 10, 1896, 

Arkansas, Nov. 17, 1896, 
Britisb Columbia, June 18, 1896, 

Cltlifornia, Oct. 13, 1896, 

Canada, July 15, 1896, 
Cuba, March 25, 1894, 

Colorado, Sept. 15, 1896, 

Connecticut" Jan. 20, 1897, 

Delaware, Oct. 7, 1896, 
Dist. of Columbia, Nov. 11, 1896, 

England, 1897, 

Florida, Jan. 19, 1897, 

Georgia, Oct. 27, 1896, 

Idaho, Sept. S, 1896, 

Illinois, Oct. 6, 1896, 
Indiana, May 25, 1897, 

Indian Territory, Aug. 11, 1896, 

Iowa, June 1, 1897, 
Ireland, March 1, 1897, 

Kansas, Feb. 17, 1897, 

Kentucky, Oct. 20, 1896, 

Louisiana, Feb. 8, 1897, 

Maine, May 4, 1897, 
Manitoblt, June 10, 1896, 

Maryland, Nov. Ii, 1896, 

Massachusetts, Dec. 27, 1896, 

Michigan, Jltn. 26, 1807, 
Minnesotlt, Jan. 13, 1897, 

MissisRippi, Feb. 11,1897, 

Missouri, Oct. 20, 1896, 
Montana, Oct. 16, 1896, 

Nebraska, June 10, 1896, 

GRAND MASTEIlS. 

.Tames A. Bilbro, Gadsden. 

William 10'. Nichols, Willcox. 

Christopher C. Ayers, Fort Smith. 

Alex. Chltrleson, New Westminster. 

Williltm T. Lucas, Sltnta Maria. 
William Gibson, Bearnsville. 

Segundo Alvltrez, Havana. 

George W. Rowe, Pueblo. 

George A. Kies, Norwich. 

:r. Pan I Lukens, Wilmington. 

Matthew Trimble, Washington. 

Prince of Wales, 

,lames M. Hilliard, Pensacola. 

James W. Taylor, Luthersville. 
Fred G. Mock, Nampa. 

Owen Scott, Bloomington. 
Mason J. Niblack. Vincennes. 

tiilas Armstrong, Wyltndotte. 

Almon R. Dewey. Washington. 

Duke of Abercorn, Dublin. 
William M. Shaver, Topeka. 

Robert F. Peak, La Grange. 

Albert G. Brice, New Orleans. 
Joseph A. Locke, Portland. 

Corbet Locke, Morden. 

Thomas J. Shryock, Baltimore. 
Charles C. Hutchinson, Lowell, 

Lou B. Winsor, Reed City. 

Jamr.s F. Lltwless, St. Paul. 

John S. Cobb, Verona. 

Dorsey A. Jarni;son, St. Louis. 
Charles H. Gould, Miles City. 

Charles J . Phelps, Schuyler. 
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Jlddr~$$~$ of6rand Offit~r$. 

GRA:-m SECHlnARIES. CHAIRMEN CO~f. CORRESPONDENCE. 

Henry C. Armstrong, Montgomery. Palmer J . Pillans, Belknap. 

George J. Roskruge, Tucson. Morris Goldwater, Prescott. 

:Fay Hempstead, Little Hock. Sam. H. Davidson, Evening Shade. 

Walter J. Quinlan, Victoria. 

George Johnson, San Francisco. 

John J. Mason, Ham ilton, Onto 

Jose F. l'ellon, Havana. 

Ed . C. l'anuelee, Den ver. 
John H. Barlow, Hartford. 

Benjamin L. Bartram , Wilmington. 

William R. Singleton, Washington. 
Edward Letchworth, London. 

Wilber P. Webster, Jacksonville. 

William A. Wolihill, Macon. 

Charles C. Stevenson, Boise. 

Joseph H. C. Dill, Bloom ingt0n . 

William H. Smythe, IndIanapolis. 

J oseph S. Murrow, Atoka. 

Theodore S. l'arvin, Cedar Rapids. 

Archibald St. George, Dublin. 
Albe,·t K. Wilson, Topeka. 

Henry B. Grant, Lou isvil le. 
Richard Lambert, New Orleans. 

Stephen Berry , Portland. 

William G. ~cott, 'vVinllipeg. 
Jacob H. Medairy, Baltimore. 

Sereno D. Nickerson, Bost on. 

J efferson S. Conover, Cold water. 
Thomas Montgomery, St. Paul. 

J ohn L. Power, J ackson. 

J ohn D. Vincil, St. Lou is. 

Cornelius Hedges, Helena. 

William R. Bowen, Omapa. 

William A. Davies, San Francisco. 

Henry Robertson, Collingwood. 

Francisco de P. Rodriguez, Havana. 

Lawrence N. Greenleaf, Denver . 

J ohn H. Barlow, Hartford. 

Lewis II. Jackson, Wilmington. 
William R. Singleton, Washington. 

None. 

William A. McLean, Jacksonville. 
Whitefo l"(j R. Ramsay, Dublin. 

Charles C. Stevenson, Boise. 
,Toseph l{obbins, Quincy. 

Nicholas R Huckle, Indianapolis. 

J oseph S. Murrow, Atoka. 

James C. W. Coxe, Washington. 

None. 

J ohn C. Postlethwaite, J ewell City. 

William W. Clarke, Owensboro. 
J. Q. A. Fellows, New Urleans. 

J OH iah H. Drumm olld, Portland. 

William G. Scott, Winnipeg. 
Erlward T. ~chult 2 , Baltiwore. 

None. 
J efferson S. Conover , Cold wa ter. 

Irving roud, Hastings. 

Andrew H. B".rkley, Crawford. 

John D. Vinci I, St. LOllis. 
Coruelius Hedges, Helena. 

William R. Bowen, Omaha. 
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GRAND LODGES. GRANt> MASTERS. 

Nevada, June 8, 1897, Albert Lackey, Gold Hill. 
New Brunswick, Aug. 26, ] 897, Julius T. Whitlock, St. ~tephen. 
New Hampshire, May 19, 1897, 
New J ersey, Jan. 27, 1897, 
New Mexico, Oct. 5, 1896, 
New South Wales, June, 1896, 
New York, June 3, 1897, 
New Zeala nd, April 28, 1897, 
North Carolina, Jan. 12, 1897, 
North Dakota, .Tune 8, 1897, 
Nova Scotia, June 9, 18!J7, 
Ohio, Oct. 21, 1896, 
Oklahoma, Feb. 9, 1897, 
Oregon, June 16, 1897, 
Pennsylvania, Dec. 28, 1896, 
Peru, March 25, 1897. 
P. E. Island, June 24, 189H, 
Quebec, Jan. 27, 1897, 
Rhode Island, May 18, 189(1, 
Scotland, 1896, 
South Australia, April 15, 1896, 
South Carolina, Dec. 8, 1896, 
South Dakota, June 8, 1897, 
Tasmania, Jan. 30, 1896, 
Tennessee, Jan. 27, 18&7, 
Texas, Dec. 1, 1896, 
Utah, Jan. 19, 1897, 
Vermont., June 9, 1897, 

Victoria, May 4, 1896, 
Virginia, Dec. 1, 1896. 
Washington, June 8, 1897. 
West Virginia, Nov. 10, 1896. 
Wisconsin, June 8, 1897, 
Wyoming, Sept. 8, 1896, 

Henry A. Marsh, Nashua. 
George W. Fortmeyer, East Orange. 
Charles Bowmer, Lucero. 
Sir Joseph Palmer, Abbott, Sydney. 
William A. Sutherland, Rochester. 
William Barron , Dunedin. 
Walter E. Moore, WebRter. 
Robert M. Carothers, Grano }'orks. 
Thomas B. Flint, Yarmouth. 
Barton Smith, Toledo. 
Albert W. Fisher, Norman. 
W. H. Hobson, Salem. 
William J. Kelly, Philadelphia. 
Christian Dam, Lima. 
John L. Thomson, Charlottetown. 
E. T. D. Chambers, Quebec. 
William H. Crawley, Warren. 
Sir Chales Dalrymple, Newhailes. 
S. J. Way, Adelaide. 
Jacob T. Barron, Columbia. 
Albert W. Coe, Deadwood. 
Charles E. Davies, Hobart. 
Archibald N. 8loan, Chattanooga. 
A. B. Watkins, Athens. 
Abram D. Gash, Provo. 

. Daniel N. Nicholson, Burlington. 

Lord Brassey, Melbourne. 
A. R. Courtney, Richmond. 
A. W. Frater, Snohomish. 
Braxton D. Gibson, Charlestown. 
Nathan C. Giffin, Fond du Lac. 
De Forest Richards, Douglas. 
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GRAND SECIlEl'ARIES. 

Chauncey N. Noteware, Carson. 
J. Twinillg Hartt, lSt. John. 

. George P. Cleaves, Concord. 
Thomas H. R. Hedway, Trenton. 
A Ipheus A. Keen, Albuquerque. 
Arthur H. Bray, Sydney. 
Euward M. L. Ehlers, New York. 
Rev. William Honaldson, Dunedin. 
John C. Drewry, Baleigh. 
Frank J. Thompson, Fargo. 
Hon. William Ross, Halifax. 
J. H. Bromwell, Cincinnati. 
James S. Hunt, Stillwater. 
James F. Hobinson, Eugene. 
William A. Sinn, Philadelphia .. 
Manuel J. C,l.ceres, Lima. 
Neil McKelvie, Summerside. 
Johu H. Isaacson, Montreal. 
Edwin Baker, Providence. 
D. Murray Lyoll, Edinburgh. 
J . H. Cunningham, Adelairle. 
Charles Inglesby, Charleston. 
George A. Pettigrew, Flandreau. 
J ohn Hamilton, Hobart. 
John B. Garrett, Nashville. 
John Watson, Houston. 
Christopher Diehl, Salt Lake City. 
Warren G. Reynolds, Burlington. 
John Braim, Melbourne. 
George W. Carrington, Richmond. 
Thomas M. Reed, Olympia. 
George W. Atkinson, Wheeling. 
John W. Laflin, Milwaukee. 
William L. Kuykendall, Saratoga. 

CHAIR~IAN COAL CORIU;SPONDENCE. 

Robert Lewers, Reno. 
John V. Ellis, St. John. 
Albert S. Wait, Newport . 
GeorgA B. Edwards, Jersey City. 
Max Frost, Santa Fe. 
Donelly .Fisher, Sydney. 
Jesse B. Anthony, Troy. 
None. 
John A. Collins, Enfield. 
.Frank J. Thompson, Fargo. 
C. E. Willet, Windsor. 
William M. Cunningham, Newark. 
James S. Hunt, iSUllwater. 
Hobert Clow, Junction City. 
Michael Arnold, Philadelphia. 
J. Arturo Ego Aguirre, Lima. 
Donald Darrach, Kensington. 
W. H. Whyte, Montreal. 
Henry W. Hugg, Providence. 
None. 
None. 
Charles Inglesby, Charleston. 
William Blatt, Yanktown. 
None. 
George H. Morgan, Coukeville. 
Thomas M. Matthews, Athens. 
Christopher Diehl, Salt Lake City. 
Marsh O. Perkins, ·Windsor. 
David Meadowcroft, Melbourne. 
William F. Drinkard, Richmond. 
Thomas M. Heed, Olympia. 
George W. Atkinson, Wheeling. 
Aldro Jenks, Dodgeville. 
William L. Kuykendall, Saratoga. 
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REPRE SENT ATIVES 

of the Grand Lodge of Maine near other Grand Lodges . 

Alabama-B. DUDLEY WILLrA~ls, Oxford. 
Arizona-MARTIN WILLIAM KAU;S, Phcenix. 
Arkansas-OLIVER C. GllAY, Fayettev ille, Washington County. 
British Columbia-Eo D. McLAREN, Vancouver. 
Califurnia-NATHAN W. SPAULDING, Oakland. 
Canada-JoliN W. MUllTON, Harnliton, Onto 
Culorado-EDwARD C. PARMELEE, Denver. 
Cuba-AURELIO Mm .\NDA, Havana. 
Connecticut-ALBEllT H. CARGILL, Fairhaven. 
Delaware-JA coB H. EnERSON, M iddletown . 
District of Columbia-GEORGE WALLACE, Washington. 
Flori·Za- WILLIUI S. WAHl';, Jacksonville. 
Georgia-WILLIDI 1(. MILLEll, Augusta. 
Idaho-GEoHGE W. HICHAltl>S, Hailey City. 
Illinois-CuARLES H. BRE!'AN, Chicago, 1007 Adams St. 
Indianrt-WALTER VA IL, :'I1ichigan City. 
Indian Territory-WAL1'EIt N. EVANS, Claremol'e. 
Kan8as-DAvlD B. F ULLER, Eureka. 
Louisiana-SAM!1EL M. 'rOOD, New Orleans. 
Manitoba-SAM UEL R. MA RLAT'I', Portage la Prairie. 
Maryland-THOMAS H. HOOVER, Union Bridge. 
:Michigan- WILLIAM WENTE, Manistee. 
Minnesota-JoHN B. HAND~LL, Minn eapolis. 
Mississipp'i-JOHN F. MUCORMICK, Biloxi. 
Missouri-ETHELBERT F. ALLEN, Kansas City. 
Montana-CORNELIUS HEDGES, Helena City. 
Nebraska-THOMAS K. S UDJJO IHlOGH, Omaha. 
Nevacla-SAM UEL S. SEARS, E1ko. 
New Bru1iswick-JoNH STAHR DEWOLF CHIP!IAN, St. Stephen. 
New Hampshire-EDwARD GUSTINE, K eene. 
New J ersey-JAMES S. AITl"N, Trenton. 
New Mexico-ALPHIWS A. KEENE, Albuquerque. 
New York- WILLIA)1 H. Snr'l'H, Schenectady. 
New Zen land-JoHN JOY CE , Lyttleton. 
NU1·th Carolina-DA VID BELL, Ellfil~ld. 
North lJakuta-FRANKLIN E oTABllOOK, Inkster. 
Nuva ScutilL-JOHN W. RUHL.\ND, Halifax. 
Ohio-CHARU~S C. KIEFEll, Urbana. 
Oregan-JoHN MCCRACKEN, Portland. 
Peru-FHANC ISCO L. CHOSBY, .LiIlla. 
Prince Edward l~land-GEl)llGI ; W. WAKEt'oHn, Charlottetown. 
Quebec-JoHN HELDER ISA~CSON, Montreal. 
lUwu.e I slanu.-EDw.UW L. FREE'IAN, Central Falls. 
l:iulJ.th Au~traliu.-EBENEZER COOKE, Adelaide. 
Suuth CarlJlina-CLAuDE E. SAWYER, Aiken. 
l:iouth Vakuta-SA MUE[. H. JIDll'En; Aberdeen. 
T((slllan·ia-W. :5TRo un, (Dep. G. Sec.) Hobart. 
Texas-T. W. HUDSO=<, tih (Jrman. 
Utah-W ILLIAM THOllAS IJALBI' , Salt Lake City. 
l'ermont- ALBllO F. NICHOLS, St. Johnsbury. 
l'ictur'ia-BENJAM IN DOUGHTY S'llTH, Melbourne. 
West Virginia-HuGH STERLING, Wheeling. 
Wisconsin-MELvIN S. YOUNGS, Milwaukee. 
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REP RESENTATIVES 

of other Grand Lodges near the Grand Lodge of Maine. 

Alabama-Jos!'\11 IT. DRUMMO"D, Portland. 
Arizona-AuGusTuS BAIL)!;Y, Gardiner. 
Arkansas-JoliN \V. BALLOU, Bath. 
BI'iUsh Columbia-TII AI>DEUS R. S IMONTON, Camden. 
Californ'ia-HENIl I' R. TA \'LOll, Machias. 
Canada-Su~INEIl J. CHAnBouRNE, Augnsta. 
Colorado-FuANK E. SLEIlPf;ll, S:lbattus. 
Cuba-E. HOWAHD VOS)!;, Calais. 
Connecticut-AuSTIN D . KNI GHT, Hallo well. 
Delaware-AuGusT uS B . FARNIIAM, Bangor.; 
District of Colwnbirt-S'l'EPIi EN BERRY, Portland. 
F'lol'ida-Jos IAH H. DHUM~LO"D, Portland. 
Geol'gia- " 
Idaho- ALBRO E. CHASE, Portland. 
Illinois-JosEP H A. LOCKE, Portland. 
Indiana-EDwIN ~..,. DILLIKG IIAM, Bangor. 
Indian Territory-JosE PH M . HA YES, Bath. 
Kansas-ARcH IE LEE TALBOT, Lewiston . 
Loutsiana-JoslAll H. DIW~IMOND, Portland. 
Jlfanitoba-A. M. WET II ERBEE, Warren . 
. Mal·ylan,l-SAMUEL L. MILLER, Waldoboro. 
Michigan-FEssENDEN 1. DAY, Lewiston . 
. Minnesota-JoIlN B. REDMAN, Ellsworth . 
.Miss'issippi-CIIAR I"IlS I. COLLAMOH>;, B a ngor . 
.Mi8souri-DANIEL P. BOYNTON, Monmouth. 
Montana-J-IElI ln It. MILLETT, Gorham. 
Nebraska-EDWAR!) P. B URNIIB!, Saco, 
Nevada-LEA"DER M. KElINIS'l'ON, Camden. 
New BI'unswicic-D I':NISON E. SEnwuH, Calais. 
New Hampshil'e- !-IowAR!) D. SMITH, Norway. 
New J€)'sey~TOS IAH H. DR U)IMOND, Portla nd. 
New Mexico-MAN !"Y G. TIlASK, Bangor . 
New YOI'!c-MARQUI5 :F. KINO, Portland. 
New Zectland-I-II;IlHERT HARHI S, East Mach ias. 
North UUl'ol-ina-W[LLlA~f R. G. ESTES, Skowhegan. 
North Dakota-ALGERNON M. UO .' K, Auburn. 
Nova Scotia-Josl \ 11 I-I. DR UMMOND, Portland. 
OhiO-WILLIBI J. B UHN IIAM , Lewiston. 
Oregon-MAHQul ' F. KING , Portland. 
Peru-ARcIII " LE.; 'fALUOT, Lewiston , 
Prince Edward IslancZ--J.HIES ADAMS, Bangor. 
Quebec-JosIAH If. DR UM.II0NO, Portland. 
Hhode Islanu-[-IoIUCE H. B UHUANK, Saco, 
South Austmlia-BENJAMIN AMES, Thorndike. 
South Carol'ina-SHlUEL G. DAV IS, D enmark. 
South Dakota-FRANc IS T. :FAULKNER, Turner. 
Tasmania- W If"FoHD J. F ISII EI!, Eastport. 
Te.taS-JosIA Ii H. DRUMMOND, Portland , 
Utah-HIRAM C II ASE, B e lfast. 
Vermont-GI;OltGJ.: H. S II A w. Portlaml. 
V'ictol"ia-GooowlN R. WILEY, B ethel. 
lVest Vil·ginia~AI.BEI{'l' M. PI,N LEY, Auburn. 
Wisconsin-EmlUli!) B. MALI"ET, Freeport. 

23 G. L. 
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PERMANENT. flEnBERS . DECEASED. 

WILLlAM KIN G, P.G. M. 

S IMON GREENLEAF, 

WILLIAM SWAN, 

C H ARLES FOX, 

SA MUEL FESSENDEN, 

ROBERT P. DUNLAP, 

NAT H AN I EL COFFIN, 

REUEL WA S H BURN, 

ABNER B. THOMPSON, 

HEZEKIAH WILLIAM S, 

THOMAS W. SMITH, 

J OHN T . PA INE, 

ALEX'R H . PUTNEY, 

JOSEPH C. STEVENS, 

JOHN C. H UMP H REYS, 

FREEMAN BRADFORD, 

TIMOTHY CHASE, 

J OHN M ILLER, 

JABEZ TRUE, 

TIMOTHY J . MURRAY, 

JO H N H . LYNDE, 

DAVID CARG ILL, 

ALBERT MOORE, 

PELEG SPRAGUE, P.D.G.M. 

AMOS NOURSE, 

DAVID C. MAGOUN, 

ASAPH R. N ICHOLS, 

JAMES M. C HILD, 

ELIS H A HARDING, 

R.W. SAM. L. VALENT INE, P. D. G. 

JOHN J . BELL, 

GEORGE THACHER, P. S. G. 

JOHN L. MEGQUIER, 

JOEL MILLER, 

EZRA B. FRENC H, 

WILLIAM ALLEN, 

ISAAC DOWNING, 

EDMUND B. HINKLEY, 

F. LORI NG TALBOT, 

WILLlAM O. POOR, 

AR Ll NGT'N B. MARSTON," 

WILLlAM H. SM ITH, 

J. W . MITCHELL, P. J . G. 

REUBEN NASON, 

FRYE HALL, 

STEPHEN W EBBER, 

WILLIAM SOMERBY, 

THOMAS B. JOHNSTON, .. 

WILLlAM K IMBALL, 

JOHN W ILL IAMS, 

STEPHEN B. DOCKHAM, .. 

OLIVER GERR IS H, 

JOSEPH COVELL, 

FRANCI S J. DAY, 

THOMAS K. OSGOOD, 

HENRY H . DICKEY, 

CH ARLES W. HANEY, 

M· 

W. 

W. 
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~OFF I CE RS Y'-

O F T ! I E 

GRAND $ LODGE $ OF $ MAINE, 

FROM ITS ORGANIZATION TO t897. 

------@ 

GRAND MASTERS. 

William King, 1820, '21. * 
Simon Greenleaf, 1822, '23.* 
William Swan, 1824, '25.* 
Charles Fox, 1826, '27.* 

Robert P. Dunlap, 1857.* 
Hiram Chase, 1858, '59. 
Josiah H. Drummond, '60-'62. 
William P. Preble, 1863- '65. 

Samuel Fessenden, 1828, '29,* Timothy J. Murray, 1866-'68.* 
Robert P. Dunlap, 1830, '31. * J obn H. Lynde, 1869-'71. * 
Nathaniel Coffin, 1832- '34.* David Cargill, 1872-'74.* 
Reuel Washburn, 1835- '37.* Albert Moore, 1875, '76.* 
Abner B. Thompson, '38- '40.* Edward P . Burnham, '77, '78. 
Hezekiah Williams, 1841.* Charles I. Collamore, 1879, '80. 
Thomas W. Smith, 1842- '44.* Marquis F. King, 1881, '82. 
J obn '1'. Paine, 1845, '46. * William R. G. Estes, 1883, '84. 
Alexander H. Putney, '47, '48.* Fessenden 1. Day, 1885, '86. 
Joseph C. Stevens, 1849, '50.* Frank E. Sleeper, 1887, '88. 
John n. Humphreys, '51, '52.* Albro E. Chase, 1889, '90. 
Freeman Bradford, 1853.* Henry R. Taylor, 1891, '92. 
Timothy Chase, 1854'.* 
Jobn Miller, 1855.* 
J abez True, 1856. * 

.. Deceased. 

Horace H. Bmbank, 1893, '94. 
Augustus B. Farnham, 1895, '96. 
Joseph A. Locke, 1897. 
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DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS. 

Simon Greenleaf, 1820, '21.* 

Wi lliam Swan, 1822, '23.* 
Charles Fox, 1824, '25.* 

Josiah H. Drummond, '58, '59. 
William P. Preble, 1860- 1862. 

J oh n J. Bell, 1863.* 

Samuel Fessenden, 1826, '27.* Timothy J. Murray, 1864, '65.* 
Peleg Sprague, 1828- '30.* John H. Lynde, 1866- '68.* 
Nathaniel Coffin, 1831.* David Cargill, 1869- '71.* 

Amos Nourse, 1832.* 

ReUf~l 'V3.shbUrl1, 1833, '34.* 
David C. Magoun, 1835- '37.* 
Asaph R. Nichols, 1838- '43.* 

James L. Child, 1844. * 
Asaph R. Nichols, 1845.~ 

Al bert Moore, 1872- '74. * 

Edward P. Burnham, '75, '76. 
Charles 1. Collamore, 1877, '78. 

Marquis F. King, 1879, '80. 

William R. G. Estes, 1881, '82. 
Fessenden 1. Day, 1883, '84. 

E lisha Harding, 184(3.* Frank E. Sleeper, 1885, '86. 

SamuAl L. Valentine, '47, '48.* Albro E. Chase, 1887, '88. 

Jo~n C. Humphreys, '49, '50.* Henry R. Taylor, 1889, '90. 
Freeman Braclford, 1851, '52. * Horace H . Burhank, 1891, '92. 
Timothy Chase, 1853.* 

J abez True, 1854, 1855. * 
H iram Chase, 1856, '57. 

Augustus B. Farnham, '93, '94. 

Joseph A. Locke, 1895, '96. 
Winfield S. Choate, 1897. 

SENIOR GRAND WARDENS. 

William Swan, 1820, 1821. '10 Timothy Chase, 1851, 1852.* 

Charles Fox, 1822, 1823.* Jabez True, 1853.* 
Samuel Fessenden, 1821, '25.* Ezra B. French, 1854, 1855.* 

George Thaeher, Jr., '26, '27.* Isaac Downing, 1856.* 
Robert P. Dunlap, 1828, '29.* William Allen, 1857.* 

Amos Nourse, 1830, 1831.* Gustavus F. Sargent, 1858, '59. 

John L. Megquier, 1832- 'M.* John J . Bell, 1860, 1861.* 
Joel Miller, 1835- 1837.'" David Bugbee, 1862. 
Thomas W. Smith, 1838- '41.* Edmund B. Hinkley, 1863.* 
John T. Paine, 1842- 1844.* Fmncis L. Talbot, 1864, 1865.* 
Alexander H. Putuey, '4;3, '46.* David Cargill, 1866- 1868.* 

John C. Humphreys, '47, '48.* Thaddeus R. Simonton, '69, '70. 
Freeman Bradford, 1849, '50.* Albert Mool·e, 1871.* 
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Edward P. Burnham, 1872- 74. Horace H. Burbank, 1887. 
William O. Poor, 1875.* Leander M. Kenniston, 1888. 
Charles 1. Collamore, 1876. Manley G. Trask; 1889. 
Marquis F. King, 1877, 1878. 

Sumner J. Chadbourne, 1879. 
William R. G. Estes, 1880. 
John B. Redman, 1881. 

Arlington B. Marston, 1882.* 
William H. Smith, 1883.* 

Frank E. Sleeper, 1884. 
Joseph M. Hay 3s, 1885. 
Albro E . Chase, 1886. 

Daniel P. Boynton, 1890. 

George R. Shaw, 1891. 
Augnstus B. Farnham, 1892. 

Joseph A. Locke, 1893. 
H erbert Harris, 1894. 
Winfield S. Choate, 1895. 

Albert M. P enlp.y, 1896. 
Alfred S. Kimball, 1897. 

JUNIOR. GR.AND W AJWENS. 

Nathaniel Coffin, 1820, 1821.* John vVilliams, 1857.* 
.Tosiah W. Mitchell, 1822.10 Stephen B. Dockham, 1858.* 

Samuel Fessenden , 1823.* Oliver Gerrish, 1859.* 

George Thatcher, Jr., '24, '25.* Joseph Covell, 1860.* 
Robert P. Dnnlap, 1826, 1827.* Franp.is J. Day, 1861.* 
Amos Nourse, 1828, 1829. * 
Renben Nason, 1830, 1831.* 
David C. Magoun, 1832- '34.* 

T. K. Osgood, 1862.* 
F. Loring Talbot, 1863.* 
John H. Lynde, 1864, 1865.* 

Abner B. Thompson, '35- '37.* Thaddeus R. Simonton, '66-'68. 
Stephen Webber, 1838- '40.* John W. Ballou, 1869, 1870. 

John T. Paine, 1841.* Henl"y H. Dichy, 1871.* 
Alexander H. Putney, '42- '44.* William O. Poor, 1872- 1874.* 

John C. Humphreys, '45, '46.* Charles 1. Collamore, 1875. 
Frye Hall, 1847.* A. M. Wetherbee, 187G. 
Joseph C. Stevens, 1848.* 

Stephen Webber, 1849.* 
Timothy Chase, 1850.* 
William Somerby, 1851, '52.* 

Sumner J. Chadbourne, '77, '78. 
Edwin Howard Vose, 1879. 
Archie L. Talbot, 1880. 
F essenden 1. Day, 1881. 

Thomas B. Johnston, '53, 54.* Charles W. Haney, 1882.* 
William Kimball, 1855.* Goodwin R. Wiley, 1883. 

William Allen, 1856.* A ugustus Bailey, 1884. 
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Henry R. Taylor, 1885. 
Benjamin Ames, 1886. 
Wilford J . Fisher, 1887. 
Samuel G. Davis, 1888. 
Algernon M. Roak, 1889. 
E. B. Mallet, Jr. , 1890. 
Samuel L. Miller, 1891. 

Howard D. Smith, 1892. 
Wm. Freeman Lord, 1893. 
Gustavus H. Cargill, 1894. 
Moses Tait, 1895. 
Benjamin IJ. Hadley, 1896. 
Encch O. Greenleaf, 1897. 

GRAND TREASURERS. 

Joseph M. Gerrish, 1820- '30.* Moses Dodge, 1853- '79.* 
James B. Cahoon, 1831-'33.* William O. Fox, 1880- '82. 
Benj amin Davis, 1834-'43.* Frederick Fox, 1883- 1894.* 
Henry H. Boody, 1844-'52.* Marquis F. King, June, '94- '97. 

GRAND SECRETARIES. 

William Lora, 1820- '31. '" Charles B. Smith, 1846-'55.* 
Asaph R. Nichols, 1832-'35.* Ira Berry, 1856- 189 1.* 
Philip C. Johnson, 1836- '44.* Stephen Berry, Sept., 1891- '97 . 
Charles Fox, 1845." 



lnscribe~ 

TO THE MEMORY OF 

R.W. Arlington B. Mar~ton, 

SENIOR GRAND WARDEN f882. 

---. . ---

50rn in -,Smithfield , dUiTust 1, 1034 . 

Ned in 5angor, 1"\a~ 6, 109(', 
AGED 62 YEARS, 9 MONTHS, !S CAYS. 

---.. ---

"Rest to the tired head and hands! 
Peace in the unknown, untried lands! 
After him, over the pnrple sea, 
Those loved and left gaze, wistfully. 
They would not call him back, but yet 
Their eyes with bitter tears are wet." 



TOMBS OF 

ALtEXAl'LOE~ ~OSS Af'lO WILtLtIAlVI TYf'lG, 

IN THE OLD EASTERN CEMETERY , ·PORTLAND, IN 1897. 



Grand Lodge of Maine. 347 

<rapt. Blelan~er 1Ross. 

BY MARQurs F. KING, P. G. M. 

Upon application of several Brethren res iding at Falmouth, 

The Riglit 'Vorshipful Jt:'l'f'miah Gridley, .Esq., Grand Master 
of the A ncient and H ollorable Society of Free and Accepted 

Masons in North America, dill, on the 20th day of March, 1762, 
nominate and appoint the Right Worshipful and well beloved 
Brother Alexander Ross, Esq., to be the first Master of a Lodge 

at Falmouth, and impow3red him to cong-regate the Brethren 
together a nd form them into a regular Lodge, &c. 

The allthority thereby eonferred upon Bro. Ross was never 
exe rcised by him, bllt it is likely that. the masons in town were 
accustomed to meet informally, for . in Decelllber, 1768, a peti· 
tion, addressed to the Right 'Worshipful JolIn Rowe, Esq. , Grand 

Mastel' of Mflson~ for North America, showeth that the petition
ers, have thi s day met to celebrate the festival of St. John the 
Baptist, tim,t they have hitherto been destitute of a Lodge, 

that a deputation had been granteu to our late deceased (died 
the previous month) Brothel' Alexander Ross, Esq., "but his 
business being great, and infirmities g reater, prevented his 
opemng a Lodge." 

They asked that a new deputation be granted, and recom
meuded Brother William Tyng, Esq., as a suitable person to 
preSIde as Master. 

The petition says: " We shall always contribute acc01'ding to 

our abilities to the SUpp01't of the Grand Lodge, and we shall en-
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deavor to malce a tnte and peliect Lodge by showing manlcind we 

live in brotherly love." 

Signed, 
J erlediah Preble, 
Wm. Campbell, 
Thomas Oxnard, 

John Greenwood, 
Joshua Moody, 
Richard Cod man, 

John Lowther, 

John Ross, 
Samuel Moody, 

Arthur Howell, 
John Perkins. 

Brother Drummond, in his History of Portland Lodge, says 
that Bro. Ross came here some time after the close of the war 
of 1744, that he was largely engaged in commerce, and became 
the mQst wealthy merchant of his day, in the town. The follow· 
ing extracts are frOID Parson Smith's Journal: 

N ovem bel' 23, 1753. "Capt. Ross brought his family to live 
here." 

Sept. 28, 1756. "Capt. Ross had a large ship lanched." 

March 23,1760 (Sunday.) "I was this morning called to 
Capt. Ross, Mr. Flatt and Mr. McClean being killed by the fall 
of the kitchen garret floor, full of corn, upon the cham bel' floor 
(where Mr. McClean was), which carried it down in an instant 
and killed Mr. Flatt in the kitchen. One of the servants was 

wounded, but the rest escaped in the chimney." 
March 25th. "I prayed at the funeral of Messrs. Flatt and 

M'Clean. The largest an(l most solemn funeral that ever was 
in the town. People weye very much affected." 

A beautifully engraved tablet, said to have been wrought in 

Scotland, marks the graves of these young men, near that of 
Brother Ross. 

July 31, 1760. "I dined at Capt. Ross' with Lord Ruther
ford." 

August 7, 1763. "I spent P. M. 011 board the man of war 

with Ross, Pearson, Freeman and Longfellow." 
February 15, 1767. "Visited Capt. Ross, undel· a course of 

mercury, for a cancer." 
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October 8, 1767. "Capt. Ross sailed for England in Capt. 
Heath with Capt. Haslop." 

Juiy 20,1768. "Capt. Ross arrived here in a mast ship (Capt. 
Moor.)" 

N ovem ber 28,1768. "I prayed at the funeral of Capt. Ross." 
Note by William Willis. 
"Alexander Ross: he was born in Stroma, Scotland, October 

19, 1717, c,nd died here November 24, 1768. He left one 
daughter, who married the late Col. Wm. 'fyng, and dierl with
out issue. Mr. Ross, and Col. Tyng after him, occupied the 

honse now (1849) standing on the corner of Middle and Frank
lin streets, as you pass into Fore street, which was moved from 
York street, having been previously owned and occupied by 
Stephen Jones. It was spared in the conflagration of the town 
in 1775, as it was said, in favor ot Col. 'fyng, who was a loyalist. 

Mr. Ross was a merchant in very extensive business, engaged 
in several large ships which transported masts and lumber to 
England and Scotland. His wife was a Scotch lady, born in 

.the Orkneys, 1721, named Elizabeth Duguid. She Ii ved many 

years at Gorham, after the war, and died there March 1, 1798." 
Here follows the inscri ption upon his monu ment. 

This monument is erected to the memory of Alexander Ross, Esq, who 
was born at Stroma, in Scotland, Oct. 19th, 1717, and deceased at Falmouth, 
New England, Nov. 24th, 1768. 

And also of Mrs. Elizabeth Ross, Reliet of Alexander Ross, Esq. She 
was born in South Ronaldshay, one of the Orkney Islands, Jan'y 1, 1721, 
and after a life of virtue, piety and benevolence, deceased at Gorham, near 
Portland, March 1st, 1798. 
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llUlfllfam 

BY MARQUIS r. KING, P. G. M. 

William Tyng, the fDunder .of Portland LDdge and .of :;\laSDnl'Y 
in Maine, was a descendant .of the immigrant, Edward Tyng, 

and his wife Mary Sears, WhD settlecl in BDston about 1636. 
This Edward died December 28, 1G81: his will. dated August 
5. 1677, mentiDns his son Edward; his daughter Eunice, who, 
before his death, married Samuel Willard; and ten grand

children, three, by the name .of Savage, jour, by the name .of . 

Dudley (children .of JDseph, GDvernDr .of the PrDvince fl'Dm1702 
tD 1715), and three by the name of Tyng, children .of the eldest 
SDn JDnathan. ThDmas and H el1l'y Kimball conveyed HDg 
Island in CaseD Bay tD Edward Tyng by deed dated July 24, 
1663, .one of the witnesses tD which was Jonathan Tyng; the 
island is still held under that title, which came to the Kimballs 
from GeDrge Cleeves. 

The SDn, Col. Edward Tyng, came to PDrtland abDut 1680 and 
SODn after marrieu. Elizabeth Clark, daughter .of 'rhaddens Clark 
and his wife, Elizabeth, who was the daughter .of Michael MittDn 
and his wife, Elizabeth, the daughter .of GeDrge Cleeves. 'rhus, 
thrDugh this line, William Tyng was sixth in descent from the 
founder .of PDrtland. CDl. Edward Tyng had fDur children, 

Edward, bDrn in 1683, and afterwards knDwn as CDmmDdDre 
Tyng; Jonathan, who died yDung: Mary, WhD married Rev. 
John FDX, .of WDburu, ancestDr of Charles FDX, w hD was Mastel' 
.of this lDdge, and Grand Master of the Grand Lodge, and .of 
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many others of that name in Portland: and Elizabeth, who 
married a sister of Dr. Franklin: he was a distinguished officer 

and statesman, prominent in public affairs: when the Indians 
drove the whites from this section of the cou ntry in 1690, he 
returned to Boston, but the same year was appointed Governor 
of Port Royal in Nova Scotia: on his way thither, the vessel, 

was captured by a French frigate, Col. Tyng taken prisoner and 
carried to France, where he died. 

Edward Tyng, the third of the naloe, early entered upon a 

sea-faring life: while apparently 11 resident of Boston, he was 
la rgely engaged in busi ness in Portland: while interested in the 
merchant serv ice, he won great distinction in the naval service, 
so that when the expedition against Louisburg was planned he 
was made Commodore and entru sted with the command of the 

naval forces; while Commodore Warren, of the British navy, 
as ranking officer, took cOillmand after arrival of the forces at 

Louisburg, Commodore Tyng very greatly distinguished him

self during the siege. He was twice married; by his first wife 
he had no ch ildren; in 1731 he married Ann Waldo, sister of 

Gen. Samnel Waldo; they had seven chIldren, four of whom 
died young; one daughter died immediately after her marriage; 
one son, an officer in the British Army, died unmarried; the 
remaining child was William Tyng, born August 17, 1737; 
the mother died in 1754, and the father, September 8,1755. 

William Tyug was eighteen years old when his father died: 
for the next twelve years but little is known of his history, 

except that he was proprietor of a book store on Cornhill III 
Boston: he had many relatives in Portland and had inherited 
valuable real estate here. In 1767, the office of Sheriff of Cum
berland County became vacant, and in December of that year 

he was appointed to fill the vacancy and immediately moved to 
Portland. In addition to his official duties, he engaged in trade. 
On November 3, 1769, he married Elizabeth Ross, daughter of 

Alexander Ross, t o whom one hundred and twenty-five years 
ago, a warrant, or deputation, as it was then called, was granted 

for this lodge, and who died November 24,1768. 'Tyng, although 
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the owner of a house in Portland, went to live with his wife's 
mother. Popular in the community, respected by all, and faith
ful in his official duties, he enjoyed a career of prosperity until 
the breaking out of the revolutlOn. He was representative from 

Falmouth in 1771 and 1772, and in 1774he received a Colonel's 
commission from Gov. Gage. In religious sentiment, he as 
well as his wife and her mother, was an Episcopalian, and 
weekly joined in prayers for the King. Holding the King's 
commissions, as he did, and having made loyalt'y to the King a 

part of his religion, it was natural that he should lean to the 

side of t he loyalist!>; and for the same reasons it was equally 
natural, that he should be suspected of so doing. In 1774, a 

convention was held in Portland which required him to sub
scribe to a declaration that he would not, in his official capacity, 
"act in conform ity to, or by virtue of," the act of parliament, 
which took the appointment of civil officers from the people 

and vested it in the crown, "unless by general consent of 
said county." The excitement increased: the dividing line 

was more sharply drawn; "be that is Hot for us, is against us," 

was practically the popular motto: and so it was that Sheriff 
Tyng deemed it prudent to leave the town directly after the 
battle of Lexington, not to return to reside for nearly twenty 
years . In June following, the Committee of Safety allowed 
him to come back and take his wife away, ~1adam Ross remain

ing here; in May, 1779, he and his wife came under a flag of 
truce, but in about three weeks (according to l)arson Smith) 
"sailed at last without Mrs. Ross, after a great toss." He re

mained in Boston until Gen. Howe evacuated that city in March, 
1776, and then went to New York, where he remained until 
Lord Howe evacuated that city in November, 1783. While in 
New York, although he adhered to the side of the King, his 
loyalty did not prevent his constant performance of deeds of 
charity and bunevolence in behalf of sick and wounded prisoners, 
especially those from his foi'lller bome; he not only devoted 
time to this object, but often spent his private mea ns to provide 
food and clothing for them. Edward Preble, son of J edediah 
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(one of our charter members), and himself subsequently a mem

ber of the lodge, was taken prisoner and confined in the prison 
ship, Jersey, in New York harbor: Col. Tyng secured his re

lease from actual imprisonment, on parole, took him to his own 
hOllse and ministered to bis wants . 

• 
When New York was evacuated, he evidently lost faith in 

the Sllccess of the British government, and emigrated to Nova 
Scotia, and settled in that part, which afterwards became, and 
now is, the Province of New Brunswick. He settled on St. 

John Ri ver, a few miles above :Fredericton. He was appointed 
Chief Justice and was treated with honor and consideration; 
but evidently his heart yearned for his old home; we 0an readily 

believe, too, that his wife longed to return to the scenes of her 
early life: it may be, also, that he had learned by correspond
ence, that he had no longer reason to fear prosecution on account 
of the course he took during the revolution. Whatever may 
have been the cause, in 1793, he resigned the office he held in 

New Brunswick and returned to Portland. After the destruc

tion of Portland, by Mowatt, October 18, 1775, Mrs. Ross, his 
wife's mother, had built a house in Gorham about two miles 
beyond Saccarappa, ana 1:.e went there to live. His reception 
by the community justified his return and must bave been a 
source of great satisfaction to him. His health had become 
somewhat impaired and he passed the remainder of bis life in 
substantial retirement, having, however, secured for a small sum 
the return of his property which had been confiscated and sold. 

He came regularly every Sunday to Portland to attend St. 
Paul's church. He died December 10, 1807, strl1ck down by 
apoplexy, as his father was before him and at nefl,rly the same 

age. His wife survived him, dying in 1831: they had no 

children, and with him the family name, in his branch, became 
extinct. 

William Tyng received the first and second degrees, June 16, 

1762, in the" Second Lodge" in Boston, under the jurisdiction 
of the Provincial Grand Lodge organized by Henry Price, June 

10, 1733. At that time, this lodge conferred only these two 
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degrees, and he received the third degree In the "MaRter's 

Lodge," under the same jurisdiction, FebI'Uary 3, 1764. He 
waR Junior Warden of the" Second Lodge" in 1765 and 1766. 
He evidently took a deep interest in Masonry, for, from the time 
of his initiation until he moved to Portland, he was present at 

every celebration of both St. Johns' days; and while Junior 
Warden of his lodge attended every Quarterly Communiction' of 

11is Grand Lodge; at the funeral of Jeremy Gridley, Grand 
Master, September 12,1767, he was acting Senior Warden of 
his lodge. 

After coming to Portland, his relations with the family of 
Alexander Ross were such that he would be informed of the exist
ence of the charter of Portland Lodge: and, after its lapse by 
the death of Ross, his interest in Masonry would lead him to 
seek to revive it. Having been a recent member of the Grand 

Lodge and a personal acquaintance of the Grand Master, John 
Rowe (as appears by the latter's diary), he was well situated to 
succeed in such an attempt. While he did not sign the peti
tion, he was undoubtedly acti ve in prolllot;ing it. It was granted 

at once, and on May 8, 1769, William Tyng opened the first 
lodge ever held in 1\>1aine, at the house of Daniel Ilsley, on 
Back Cove in Deering. He was continued as Mastel', notwith
standing his wish at one time to he relieved, and was Master at 
the mep,ting held April 19, 1775, two days after the Battle of 
Lexington. \Vhile occasionally absent, his attendance upon 

the meetings of the lad ge ' was quite regular, and during his 
admillistration it prospered sati8factorily: the St. Johns' Days 

were celebrated and funds raised towards the erection of a 
Masonic Hall. During all this time, Bro. Tyng was held by 
the craft in the highest respect and regard. But the revolution 
came, and divided the lodge, as well as other organizations, and 

even famil ies. Bro. Tyng, as before stated, adhered to the un
popular, and, as it proved, the losing side. But while he was 
compelled to fiee, there is not the sligh Lest indication that any 
question was ever lllade as to the purity of his motives, or that 
in any respect other than his political belief, he did not possess 
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the entire confidence and personal good will of the entire com
munity. 

As above stated, while in New York, he exemplified prac
tically in a high degree the principles of the Institution. During 
his residence in New Brunswick, we have no knowledge of his 

being connected with any lodge, but he continued to aid the 

destitute and friendless and was an active mediator between the 
distressed royalists, who had fled with him, and the government, 
so that many owed to him the privilege of being allowed to 
return to their old homes and live in undisturbed peace. 

When he returned in 1793, 1;he lodge was dormant, and had been 

for nearly seven years: he was present when it was revived in 
February, 1795, and was elected Master; but he did not then 
feel confident of remaining here, and asked to be excused" on 
account of his local situation (at Gorham) and the uncertainty 

when he might be called out of the country." He took no acti ve 

part in lodge work for several years; but when the petition for 
Ancient Landmark Lodge was started he joined in it. The 
charter was granted with William Tyng as Master, and on July 

22, 1806, he organized and opened for the first time, Ancient 
Landmark Lodge at his house in Portland. He resided in 

Gorham, but owned a honse in Portland, where he was accus
tomed to stop when it suited his convenience. On account of 
the objection of Portland Lodge to the creation of a new lodge 
in Portland, Ancient Landmark Lodge, at the instance of the 

Grand Lodge, suspended its meetings during three months in 
1806: immediately upon its resumption of its meetings in De
cember, 1806, Bro. Tyng was re-elected Master. In May, follow

ing, he sent a letter to the lodge excusing his absence on account 
of sickness, and on December 10, 1807, he died. He was buried 
with masonic honors by Ancient Landmark Lodge, Portland 
Lodge having ceased work and voted to surrender its charter. 

Many of its members, however, attended the funeral as a mark 
of the respect and affection they had never ceased to entertain 
for their first Master. 

Thus died the founder of Masonry in Maine, at that time un-
24 G. L. 
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surpassed in this state for his devotion to the Institution and 
the interest he had taken in its welfare for nearly fifty years. 
He zealously performed, not merely the routine duties of the 

lodge, but also the higher duties which the mason owes to his 
brother and to mankind. While we cherish with veneration 
the memory of the founder of the lodge, we point to his life as 

an illustration of the exercise of masomc principles. 

Inscription on his monument: 

In Memory of William Tyng, Esq., formerly Sheriff of Cumberland and 

afterwards intrusted with important offices in the Province of New Bruns
wick, and late resident in Gorham, where, after a useful life, marked with 
probity, benevolence and piety, he died in the firm hope of a joyful resur
rection, Dec. 10, 1807, aged 70, greatly lamented by an affectionate wirlow, 
who pays this tribute of conjugal love, and by a family of adopted children 
to whom he showed more than parental kindness. 

" He that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live." 
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Lodges enrolled, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . .. . . . .. ... . ....... . . . .. 200 

extinct, .... . .. . .. . .. ....... .. . ... " . . . .• .... . ...... . .... .. .. 8 

working, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ 192 

" under dispensation, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ...... ...... . ..... . . . . . 0 

chartered at communication 1897, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ............ 0 

represented at communication 1897, .... . .... ... ...... . . .. . ... 176 

by proxy exclusively, .... . ... . ... . . ... . . .. .. . .. . 49 

Number of representatives,.. .. ....... .. . . . . .. . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . ... . . 241 

Lodges to make returns, . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... 192 

Making returns in time, .... . ... . ....... . ... . ... . ... .. . . .... ........ 192 

Initiated, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .... . . . . .... . ........ . ... 746 

Raised, ......... . .. ...... .......... " .. . ................ 721 

Affiliated, ............ . .... . . . " ... ....... ...... .. ....... 118 

Re-instated, . .... . ........ ' . ...... . .......... . ....... . .... 59 

Total increase, .. . . ... . .......... --898 

Dimitted, .......... . ...... . .. . ......... . . . . . .... .. ....... 160 

Died, . ....................... . ..... .. ...... . ... . ....... 339 

Suspended for unmasonic conduct, . . . . . . . . . ... . .... . .... .... 1 

Expelled, . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . .... . .. ... . .. . . .. . ........ 2 

Lost membership by non-payment of dues, . . . . .... . . ... 242 

Lost by u. D. lodge and other causes, .. . .. ... .. .. . .......... 22 

Total decrease, . . .. ... .. ........ --706 

Net increase, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . ... . . . 132 

Members, March 1, 1896, ... .. ... " .. '" . .... . .. . . . . ........ . .. 22,085 

Grand Lodge Receipts, .................. : ............. .. .. .. $6,311.53 

Disbursements, . ......................... . ...... 6,163.95 

Amount of Charity Fund, ......... __ ........... . . ...... . . .... $31,458.95 
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Appendix 
--------~--------

Report ~ on ~ Correspondence. 

-------------~ -------------

To the M. W . Grand Lodge oj Free and Accepted Masons oj the State oj 
Maine. 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence fraternally submit their An 
nual Report for 189(). 

We continue our usual method of arrangement, leaving all general mat
ters to the end of the review of the particular jurisdictions. 

ALABAMA, 1895. 

The Grand Master (GEORGE P. HARlliSON) gives all account of his official 
action and decisions. He had issued dispensations for five new lodges, had 
been obliged to suspend from office, and summon before the Grand Lodge 
for trial, t.wo Masters charged with immoral conduct, and rendered twenty
nine decisions. Charges were filed against another Master for unlllasonic 
cond uct in the discharge of the duties of his office. 
. He granted dispensations to revive lodges, to change their location, to 
confer degrees out of time, to elect officers after failure to elect at the annual 
meeting, and to bury an unaffiliated deceased brother whose application for 
membership was pending in a lodge at the time of his decease. An exam
ination of these cases shows the wisdom of the founders of our masonic 
system in vesting this power in the M. W. Grand Master. 

We find irom his decisions that in Alabama a majority oj all the members 
oj a lod.ge must be present when a petition to be restored to the rights and 
privileges of Masonry is acted upon. We do not think this rule prevails 
elsewhere to more than a limited extent. In many cases, it would prevent 
action on a petition for restoration. It seems to ns, that after notice is given, 

App. 1 G. L. 
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a member who fails to attend should be presumed to acquiesce in the action 
of the others. 

He clecided that a 10llge may restore a suspended mason to all the rights 
and privileges of Masonry by a two·thirds vote; but to restore him to mem
bership also, requires a unanimous vote. It would seem that in Alabama, 
indefinite suspension terminates the membership. We do not understand 
that the same rule applies to definite suspeusion, though we cannot see why 
the same principle is not involved; we think the better r ule is that restoration 
in either case, by the lodge, should restore him to all the rights lost by the 
sllspension: the cases are very rare in which a lodge should be allowed to 
restore to Masonry a suspended mason , whom its members are not willing 
to restore to membership. 

The two Masters were tried before the Grand Lodge; one was acquitted, 
but the other was convicted and expelled. The Proceedings brought out the 
fact that the Grand Lodge has made no provision for the method of con
ducting such a trial. A comm ittee was appointed to report a code. We 
have always hfl ld that when charges arfl filed against a Mastel', he should be 
summoned to appear for trial; and the Grand Master has the power to ap
point (as he did in these cases) a commission to take the testimony, andre
port it to the Grand Lodge. The Grand :Lodge seems to have doubted his 
power to proceed in this manner, for a committee was appointed to " in
vestigate and report, whether the evidence," on both sides had been" fully, 
fairly and impartially taken." In the case, in which the accused was ac
quitted, the committee reported that the evidence for the defeuce had not 
been fully taken, but that the accused preferred to go to trial upon what 
had been t,aken rather than have the case go over a year. It seems to us 
that inasmuch as the constitu tion provides that in such cases the Grand 
Master shall summon the accusecl before the Grand Lodge for trial, it 
aut.horizes him to make all the preparation for the trial in the only prac-, 
ticable manner in which the Grand Lodge can try the case. This is what 
Grand Masters have done in the past; if the present tendency to strict coq
struction, and reqn iring enacted authority, shall continue, it will soon come 
to the pass that a man will not dare go home to dinner without an Act of 
the Legislature authorizing it! 

A case of much importance was before the Grand Lodge. There were 
two specifications in the charge, one for falsehood, and the other for for
feiting his bail and absconding to prevent being arrested. He was convicted 
by the lodge on both specifications, and the Grand Lodge sustained both, 
holding in effect that abscond ing to avoid arrest for crime with which he 
was publicly charged" is a masonic offence. We are glad to find such a 
decision, which we endorse most heartily. 

This leads us to call the attention of the craft to the fact that there has 
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been, and still is, too great a tenderness for the rights of the individual 
mason, when his conduct has caused a great scandal to the fraternity. We 
confess to a decided change of views in one class of cases. 

A mason commits a crime and absconds to parts unknown; the commis
sion of the crime and the absconding are matters of public notoriety, to the 
great scandal of Masonry. In such cases, it has been deemed necessary to 
go through the farce of attempting to gi ve notice to the accused, thongh it 
is well kllo,wn that it is a farce and nothing else. The result is that nsually 
two years, or even more, pass before the Fraternity succeeds in getting rid 
of a notorious offender. A recent case called our attention to this matter 
and led us to consider it more fully than ever before, and in consequence to 
change our views. Absconding in the jace oj a publ'ic charge oj crime, is in 
itselj not only a masonic ojJimce, but a waiver oj notice oj any charge jor 
such offence. 

An able committee has recently said: 
"The fact that for the last nine or ten months the charges have been 

notorious, and that ~ has neither come forward to vindicate his honor, 
nor even to ask for a suspension of opinion, but remains in hiding, shows 
that he has forfeited his own self-respect and has utterly lost that sense of 
honor and personal dignity which is inseparable from the vows of Masonic 
](nighthood. " 

* * * * * * * * * 
" He has forfeited his Masonic rights, because he has not defended him

self from the degrading charges so long current, just as truly and seriously 
as he has violated his vows, if he be gUilty of the charges." 

* * * * * * * * * 
"Nor can it be permitted that this mall should wander a fugitive over the 

earth, with any apparent sanction of his character or conduct" by the 
Fraternity. "He must be repudiated." [We have substituted" by the 
Fraternity" for the name of the Body in which the report was ma,.le.] 

"Suicide is confession," has becOllle a maxim, but absconding and re', 
maining in hiding, in the face of public charges of crime, are much more 
truly confession than suicide is. 

When a man absconds to parts unknown, he knows that the fact will 
become notoriolls and will be accepted by the public as a confession of guilt; 
moreover, he ha.~ voluntarily made it impossible for notice to reach hiLn, and 
thereby has forfeited his right to notice. 

Of course, the fact of the absconding should be proved beyond a reason
able d'Jubt; it should also appear that a criLne had been committed or a 
public charge of the commission of a crime been made, or that the abscond
ing was of such a character as to be in itself a scandal to Masonry. 

Moreover, we would not have a lodge act finally in sllch a case: the charges 
might be filed in the lodge, the testimony taken either before the lodge or 
by affidavit&, and the matter submitted to the Grand Lodge; but we would 
prefer to have the matter presented dire~tly to the Grand Lodge, which, in 
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the plenitude of its power, can proceed in each case as it may deem that 
justice alike to the craft and to the accused requires. 

We desire to repeat that the decision of the Grand Lod.~e of Alabama, 
that absconding is a masonic offence, is, in our judgment, a correct exposi
tion of the law, and carries with it, in principle, the sanction of the correct
ness of our position . 

Of the condition of the craft, Grand Secretary AIlMSTHONG says: 
" From my observations in visiting the various lodges, I am · impressed 

that at no time pas there been greater zeal and enthusiasm among the craft 
in this state than exists to-day. A larger numbpr of lodges are now at work 
than was ever heretofore the case. The moral standard in Masonry is being 
elevated, and wherever I have visited the earnest desire seems to be to see 
how we can best live and best agree as brethren." 

He speaks very highly of the work of Bro. W,LL,AM H. D,NGL>;Y (a son 
of Maine) in preparing a Register and arranging the papers and fil es of the 
Grand Lodge. His presence in the office enabled the Grand Secretary to do 
what he calls " Field Work," that is, to visit lodges; As the visitation of 
the lodges is one of the most pressing needs of Masonry in Alabama, Bro. 
DI NGLEY'S work on the Register had indirectly a double valne. 

Of the Proceedings on file, he says: 
"A record has been made of the printed Proceeclings of the various Grand 

Lodges which we have in possession. Few of these are complete, but many 
duplicates are in the office, a record of which has been taken, ana which 
perhaps may be exchanged for those wanted to complete our files . 

" The printed Proceedings of this Grand Lodge have been arranged and a 
record made of all on hand. I find but one copy for each of sixteen Grand 
Communications, and for the years 1825, 29, 30, 39, 4:\, 44, 45, 47, 52, 53, 
63, none whatever. " 

* * * * * * * * * 
"The collections made some years ago by Bros. r en ick and Dixon have 

been filed distinct from other papers. They con tain a large amoun t of val
uable historical and biographical information." 

The pending amendments to the constitution were lost: it can be amended 
only by a vote of two-thirds of all the lodges, so that those neglecting to 
vote count in the negative. The one in favor of bienn ial sessions rE:ceived 
233 votes to 98 against it: but 250 were necessary to carry it. This Grand 
Lodge does not possess the sovereignty that most of the other Grand LrJdges 
have. 

The Grand Lodge of New Zealand w .. s recognized. 
The Report on Correspondence (105 pp.) was presented as usual by Bro. 

PAuma J. PILLANS. 

Referring to the expulsion of two brethren in Massachusetts for printing 
the ritual and the accompanying circnmstances, he says : 

" We indeed have always thought that we were bound under · no circulll
stances to write out the work, lest by any accident in so doing we discover it 
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to others. At least we were surely so taught at the very threshold of 
Masonry. This injunction was oftentimes reiterated in the several degrees 
we took, lcst we should be guilty, even inadvertently, of this hein'ous offence. 
But now we see Grand Lodges authorizing this thing. Whence i~ this power 
of a Grand Lodge derived? Is it claimed for these bodies that they have the 
consciences of the brethren within their keeping? Can they absolve the 
brethren? If so, whence their power? We are unfortunately, perhaps, of 
th ose who deliy such powers to Grand Lodges. W e think these bodies should 
themselves do nothing subversive of the ancient requirements of Masonry, 
while they at the same time demand this of their subordinates. 

" Secrecy and circumspection was our first and fundamental instruction, 
and frequently were we rem inded of them, so that we became to esteem 
them, more particularly secrecy, as fundamental landmarks of the Order. 
Is secrecy not? Then who has the power to do anything that might by any 
possibility, and under any circumstances, enable others to know any por
tion of the esoteric work? 'It is not in the power of any man or body of 
men to make innovations in Masonry. ' But is not this putting this arcana 
of Masonry withll1 the reach of the profane au innovation in the body of 
Masonry? 

" We specially direc t the attention of brethren who read t·his introduction 
to the review of Massachusetts, West Virgil1la, Oregon and Mississippi, that 
they may see for themselves the enormity of the act. We see it stated that 
the Grand Master of Kentucky recognizes the right of a Grand Lodge to 
enact any laws which it may deem proper, on the score of its supreme sov
ereignty. But if this is so, then Fran(]e had the right to strike out the pre
r equisite of a belief in Deity, nor had she committed a very much graver 
masonic offence thfUl this. Indeed, no (;rand Lodge is of such absolute in
dependence as to alter or change the ancient fundam ental requirements of 
the Order. Grand Lodges amI authorized lodges are but agents of the great 
fratern ity, scattered, as it is, over the habitable glohe, to enlarge the nnm
bel' of its members a nd extend its principles and usefulness. The Order 
itself rests upon immutable principles, not to be trifled with by either the 
one or the other." 

Of course we fully endorse the fundamental principles stated by him; but 
whether the preparation of a cipher comes within these principles is a 

serious question, although Bro. PrLLANS has no doubt on one side ann 

. equally learned masons are as positive on the other side. There is a qualify

ing clause in the law, which those who agree with Bro. PILLANS cOllnt as 

noth ing, and upon which those of opposite views rely. The construction of a 
law, at and soon after its adoption, has great weight in determining its mean

ing : we have seen rituals in cipher nearly a century old, and it is evident from 

them that they had previously existed. It is certain that WEBB, who for

mulated the law in its present form, made and used cipher rituals. He did 

not invent the R. A. cipher, for that is found in the records of St. Andrew's 

Chapter, made in 1772. We can come to no other conclusion than that it 
was assumed that these ciphers were not intelligible and therefore not in 

conflict with the law, and that the qualifying phrase was put into the law 

for the very purpose of allowing the use of these ciphers. 

In his review of Maine, he quotes the following with his hearty endorse

ment: 
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" An election gi ves the candidate the status of fitness to be made a mason; 
a rejection gives him the status of unfitness to be made a mason, and under 
the general law of Masonry, superior to the enactment of any Grand Lodge, 
that decision is binding upon masons everywhere." 

And adds: 

"We believe, however, that Maine puts a limit of five years only to this 
disability.' , 

Yes, for reasons which we hope to give in a special report upon this sub
ject. 

In his review of Wyoming he thus replies to Bro. KUYKENDALL: 

"He is a strong, outspoken opponent of what he terms' prerogative,' and 
we suppose is equally adverse to the opinion that these are ancient' usages' 
in Masonry. The later is but what has been misnamed 'prerogative' or 
'powers.' That such unwritten usages do exist, some capable of clJange by 
the supreme power ahd of limi tation by the same, and some beyond the 
power of any man or set of men to alter, we presume the brother will not 
deny. If this be true, then do they not all operate with full force until! the 
supreme authority acts?" 

We would like -to quote further, but must pass on. 

ARKANSAS, 189,;. 

The Grand Master (N. P. RICHMOND) says : 

"The year through which we have just passed has been one of more than 
ordinary business and financial prostration throughout the entire land, and 
especially in our own loved State, aud Masonry, I am sorry to say, has felt 
the full force of this unfortunate state of affairs. But, my brethren, I fear 
this condition of public affairs is not alone to blame for the state of apathy 
and loss of interest in Masonry, almost everywhere apparent, throughout 
this Grand Jurisdiction." 

Among other th ings he adds the following, which we commend to the at
tention of the opponents of perpetual jurisdiction, as bearing upon a report 
which we hope to get time to write: 

"The banot box is not guarded now with the same jealous care that it 
was in the days of our fathers. We are entirely too anxious to increase our 
numbers, and are not careful enough as to the kind of material that is taken 
from the quarries, and, as a legitimate result, great numbers of men are 
finding their way into our lodges who have no sympathy with the objects, 
teachings and principles of Masonry; are being made masons in name only; 
at once become drones in the masonic hive, and by their conduct and utter 
disregard of the tenets of our order bring reproach and disgrace upon the 
craft" 

The modern idea is that in twelve months from the time a man first 
comes, a stranger, within a jurisdiction, the brethren can come to know 
him so well that they can determine his fitness to be made a mason, although 
he comes bearing the brand of rejection by those who have known him an 

" 
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his life. No wonder that M. W. Bro. RICHMOND found the necessity of 
uttering these sorrowful words! 

After showing how much weaker the bonds of brotherhood among us are 

than they used to be, he adds: 

" My brethren, these things ought not so to be. We must arouse from 
our apathy, guard well our outer door, and return to the ancient landmarks 
with full purpose of heart, or, failing in this, the disastrous consequences 
are not only apparent, but are appallingly imminent. ' Ichabod ' will be 
inscribed upon our altars and Freemasonry will become bnt as a 'sounding 
brass and a tinkling cymbal.'" 

A man rejected by a lodge now defunct had lived twelve years in the 

jurisdiction of a lodge at a great distance from the location of thp, defunct 

lodge, and asked the Grand Master's permission to apply to the nearest 

lodge, but the Grand Master could not. give it, because, in 1892, the Grand 

Master decided that-----

" The rights of a defunct lodge as to their rejected material r evert to the 
Grand Lodge, and it will require a special dispensation from the Grand 
Master to enable a lodge t,) make such an applicant a mason. " 

But the decision was modified by adding" that the dispBnsation can only 

be gI'antecl to the lodge nearest the domicile of the defunct lodge." 

The Grand Master says: 

"Now, in the present case the two lodges domiciled at Pine Bluff appear 
to be the nearest to the domicile of the defunct lodge. This applicant has 
been a resident of Little Hock for the past twelve years; never res ided in 
Pine Bluff, and is, most probably, entirely unknown to the members of those 
lodges, and although spoken of in the highest terms by his npighbors aud 
acquaintances of Western Star J"odge, and considered by them in every 
way a desirable acquisition to Masonry, he is by the edict of th is. Grand 
Lodge, virtually barred from ever becoming a mason. 

" Everything else belonging to a defunct lodge, upon its demise, reverts 
to the Grand Lodge absolutely. The members in good standing must get 
their dimits from the Grand Lodge; members suspended for non-payment 
of dues, or for other causes, must be re-instated by the Grand Lodge, and it 
does appear to me that the Grand Master, acting for the Grand Lodge, 
should have power, upon proper showing, to gran.t a special dispensation in 
such cases as the present, to any lodge applying therefor, without restric
tion. I therefore most earnestly recommend that yon so amend the edicts 
of 1892, as to confer that power upon the Grand Master ." 

The former decision was modified so that the candidate may apply to the 

lodge nearest his residence instead of the one nearest the location of the old 

lodge, but only with the permission of the Grand Master. 

We formerly discussed this case, or a similar one, holding the views now 

adopted by this Grand Lodge, but they were controverted by one or more 
writers: hence it is a satisfaction to find those views supported upon re ·ex

amination by an able committee. 
He gave one decision about a much-elected candidate: living in the juris

diction of A, he petitioned B, and was elected hut was not initiated; he then 
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got a waiver from A, and petitioned C, and was elected; but C failed to 
hold a meeting at the fixed time, and he petitioned A, and was elected. 
To which lodge does he belong? To C: the election by B was void; A 
could not withdraw its waiver after C had elected him, and so the election 
by A was void. It is to be hoped that C succeeded in having a meeting! 

A man who cannot read or write English can be made a mason, "Pro

vided, always, that he understands the Englisli language, aR it is spoken, 
sufficiently well to comprehend the trne intent, meaning and teachings of 

the esoteric work of Masonry." 
A petition had been before the lodge more than a month: at a special 

meeting called by order of the District Deputy, that officer (the Master being 

absent), the members concurring, had the committe report, the ballot spread, 
and, the candidate being elected, initiated him. Is the brother entitled to 
receive other dcgrees? 

"Answer. The D. D. G. Master exceeded his authority, and the pro
ceedings of the lodge were irregular, but not void. The brother is an E. A. ; 
the fault is not his, and, if worthy, he should be advanced without regard 
to past errors. " 

The same rule was applied in another case in which there was an irregu
lar election, but the candidate was initiated. 

We fraternally commend these decisions to our brethren of New Jersey 

and Pennsylvania. 
One case of etiquette arose. A Master forbade the holding of a meeting 

called to receive the Deputy, after the brethren had come together, because, 
among other reasons, the Deputy sent the notice to the Secretary instead of 
to him! The Grand Master decided that the notice was properly direc ted 
to the Secretary, who should immediately notify the Master, and he should 
direct the Secretary to notify the members, and that the calling of a meet
ing by order oj the Deputy is not subject to the by-laws of the lodge in rela
tion to the length of notice or manner of giving it. 

The Grand Lodge decided that" when a mason is expelled the masonic 
rights of his family fall with him." 

The following is in accordance with the fundamental principles of Masonry, 
but we regret to say that the practice of " declaring a brother suspended" 
prevails in some jurisdictions: but the general opinion is that a declaration 
of suspension is not suspension and would not be recognized as snspension 
in any other jurisdiction except those in which this unmasonic practice pre
vails: 

"The Worshipful Master had no power to declare a brother suspended 
for non-payment of dues, unless said brother had first been regularly sum
moned to show cause why he should not be so suspended, and the lodge had 
found his dues in arrears aud not paid, and that he had been duly notified 
to so attend and show cause." 
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We are glad to find a more favorable financial conrlition and prospects of 
the Masonic Temple Association. 

The night before the Grand Lodge met the Senior Grand Warden, J. M. 
PIN NJ; LL , died. Dur ing the h our of his funeral, memorial services to his 
memory were held by the Grand Lodge, which was still in session. 

The year before, the Grand Lodge directed that the initiation fee of $10 
fo r the first ini tia te should be paid to the Grand Lodge to reduce the Temple 
debt, and $1,820 had been received for that purpose from 182 lodges : thtl 
order was changed so as to require 2.00 for every ini t iation, $ 1.00 for every 
passing, and $1.00 for every raising during the year. 

It was hoped that the rece ipts from the Temple during the next year 
woulrl pay the expenses, including interest, taxes and insurance. . 

The membership of the Masonic Mutnal Relief Association had..fallen off so 
that there were but 350 remaining-and that with a membership of about 
14,000 in the state. 

Th e Grand Oral,or (I-I. H. MEYERS) delivered an " able and beautiful " 
address. His main proposition was that" nothing can resiRt the immutable 
laws of time, unless founded on a basis so broad and extensive in its scope 
that nothing but good can result to the human fam ily." We cannot copy 
it, but it deser ves to be read and studied. 

To avoid the necessity for dispensations, the by-laws were amended, pro
viding that if a lodge fails to elect its officers at the fixed t ime, it may at the 
same, or next regular meeting, fix a time for the election not more than 
three months f rom the regular time, a nd at such time elect and install its 
offi cers. 

A petition was presented praying for the revocation of the restorat ion of 
a form erly expelled brother on the ground of un masonic conduct since his 
j'estomtion; the Grand Lodge properly decid ed that the lodge should pro
ceed against him by new charges. 

An important question is suggested by one case : a brother was charged 
with an offence against a Mastel' Mason's daughter; he denied that be knew 
that she was a Master Mason's daughter ; but his act, if proved, was a 
masonic offence whether she was or not: query, does not the rule apply, 
that when a man commits an offence, he must be held responsible jor what 
he actually cioes, and not be allowed to say that he intended to commit only 
a less offence? Whell a mason knowingly violates masonic law, does he 
not take tbe risk upon himself? Must not he know at his per il , that be 
does lIot exceed the limi t of the smaller offence? 

The Report on Correspondence (110 pp.) was presented by Bro. SAM H. 
DA VIDSO N. It is almost all written, a nd well written. It would be easier 
reading if he would make his printer distinguish more plainly between 
ex tracts and original matter. 
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Of the " E astern Star," he says : 

" He has a kind feeling for the' E astern Star , ' in which, as he says, htl 
differs with many masonic wri ters. The views of masonic scholars generally, 
that the E astern Star is not Freemasonry in any sense, is pretty generally 
understood, even amongst the members of that order , and, this being so, 
we take it that it is not. unmasonic to let th em alone." 

He gives his space very largely to an abstract a nd account of what had 
been done and said in other jurisdictions. 

Referring to the " St. J ohn' s Mite Society" at Washington, whose sole 
function is to provide relief fo r widows and orphans of masons who were 
never members of a lodge in that juriRdiction, he says : "This is Masonry 
in its broadest, sweetest and most humane sense. " We were about add ing, 

" So say we all of 'Us," but alas, that cannot be t ruthfully said. 
He thus refers to the question at i ss~e between Georgia and South Caro

lina: 

"Complaint was raised against a South Carolina lodge for trying and 
suspending a Georgia mason for an offence committed in South Carolina on 
th e ground of lack of jurisdiction. We think their ground of complaint 
untenable. It is certainly no longer an open question that any mason is 
amenable to trial in any jurisdiction where he commits a masonic offence." 

Of the recent Wisconsin proposition, he says : 

" He does not subscribe to the proposed Wisconsin plan of systemat ic 
charity, which would a id a worthy distressed brother and then cha rge his 
lodge for it. Changing the broad principles of masonic charity to com
pulsory business methods, shutting up the grand charity funds, in a steel 
purse with a bi te. Bah ! Bro. Goddard , we are with you." 

He thus retorts upon Bro. CO MM ONS, of Indiana : 

"In speaking of our temple debt en vironment he says tha t from his point 
of view of Hoosierdom, it looks as if there was a good sized' devil to pay' 
in A rkansaw, and the brethren without p itch. Bro. COlllmons does not 
seem to understand the currency question in Arkansas. Indianians may dis
charge their obligations to His Satanic Majesty in pitch, but here, where he 
is but little acquainted and has but few business connections, we have to 
put up the clean strained res in . 'Ve are straining some now." 

Quoting the report of the Minnesota Committee that-

" The wayfaring brother in distress is entitled to relief from the masonic 
brother to whom he applies, so far as his ability will permit, without injury 
to himself, and that this relief should be extend ed without hope of fee or 
expectation of reward; also that Minnesota's Grand Lodge has enac.ted that 
no brother or subordinate lodge extending relief to a wayfaring brother in 
distress, sball apply for or ask, directly or indirectly, re-imbursement or 
reward for such relief," 

He adds in italics, "And this is Masonry as taught in the thinl degree 

everywhere. " 
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BRITISH AMERICA, 1895. 

A special communication was held to lay a corner stone, and we note that 
the ceremonies were performed by the Grand Lodge open in due form. 

Another was held to act upon a a revised constitution. 'We earnestly 
commend the following to all bodies having a constitution: 

"Resolved, That instead of being divided into chapters, the constitution 
be revised in consecut ive sections for the sake of ease in reference, also that 
it be divided or allotted under headings to be arranged by the Grand Secre
tary when printed." 

The burial service, ancient clutrges and other similar matters are included. 
Provision was mftde for presenting a copy to every cancl'iclate at the l'ime of 
his initiation. 

The Grand Master (ROllER'I' B. McMrCKING), in his annual ftddress, sets 
forth ably and forcibly the objects of th~ institution, gives a concise state
ment of his official acts, and mftkes recommendations upon important mat
ters. 

Of the condition of the craft, he says : 
"The growth of the craft, as a whole, has been satisfactory, being an 

average increase of about ten per cent. and notwithstanding the continued 
financial depression, which has so paralyzed general business pursuits, here 
as elsewhere, it is pleasing to learn-and, indeed, it was qnite a surprise to 
me to discover-that the revenue from all sonrces exceeded in amount thftt 
of the yem' previous. " 

He hftd visited qnite a number of lodges and mftde several decisions. We 
ftre glad to note that he decided thftt service as a Warden in any other recog
nized jurisdiction makes a brother eligible to be made Master. 

He urged that measures be taken looking to the establishment of a Masonic 
Home: the committee was of the opinion that the time is not ripe: the mat
ter was, however, referred to a committee to report next year. 

The Deputy Grand Master (LACE \" R. JOHNSON), in spite of "a sore 
affliction in his family circle" in the early part of the year, had visited very 
many of the lodges and evidently imparted to them some of his own enthu
siasm as well as instruction. The Deputies evidently had faithfully and 
earnestly performed their duties. It is not difficult to account for the 
growth and prosperity of this jurisdiction. 

Two cases of discipline were before the Grand Lodge on the reports of 
the Committee on Grievances and Appeals; the whole proceedings and evi
dence were read to the Grand Lodge and the parties heard by their counsel. 
Then the members of the Grand Lodge from the lodge interested and both 
counsel retired, and the Grand Lodge proceeded to dispose of the case. We 
have never before noticed a case in which members of the lodge, from which 
the appeal is taken, were not allowed to act upon the appeal, but we believe 
that that course is the correct one. 
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The Finance Committee made a most thorough investigation of the ac
counts and assets, and reported some irregularities of methods (such as fnilure 
to have drafts endo;sed when paid, or to have vouchers accompany drafts), 
but found the accounts correct and the assets on hand as reported. It is 
best that strict business methods be adopted to prevent confusion and pos
sible·dispntes. The Grand Lodge thanked the committee, and adopted the 
following: 

"That the Grand Master for next year be respectfully requested to re
appoint the committee for the ensuing year. That they be emptJwered, 
together with the Grgnd Master, to arrange the details of completing the ir 
own valuable suggestions." 

In the afternoon of the second day, the Grand Lodge attended Divine 
Service, listened to an excellent sermon by Bro. JOHN A. LOGAN, returned 
to the Hall, and resumed labor, which consisted of the election of Grand 
Officersi then called off till the next morning, in order to give the members 
an opportunity to attend a banquet in thE' evening, which was" most en
joyable. " 

It was voterl: 

"That when t.he constitution be again printed, a form of Installation 
of Lodge Officers under the' Scotch' form of ritual be inserted." 

* * * * * * * * * 
"That copies of paper bound constitutions be supplied free to masons of 

t.his jurisdiction. The cloth bound copies.to be sold at 50 cents eacn." 

The Report on Correspondence (199 pp.) was presented by Bro. ¥A RCUS 
WOLFE. 

It is almost wholly an account of the action of other jurisdictions with 
copious extracts. He quotes Bro. SLEEPER'S report on "Public Grand 
Honors," and recommemls their adoption by his Grand Lodge. 

He copies other reports in full, and if the brethren of Lis jurisdiction do 
not become well informed as to the important action of other Grand Lodges, 
and the reasons given for such action, it will be their own fault. 

CALIFORNIA, 1895. 

The Grand Lodge, and the masonic fraternity as a whole, have,suffered 
an exceedingly great loss in the death of Past Granl] Mastel' WILLIA~I 

CALDWELL BELCHER, for three years Grand Mastel', and for twenty-eight 
years Chairman of the Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence. He was 

elected Grand Master in May, 1862, almost the very day on which the 
writer was elected on his third term. His anllual address, in 1864, was one 

of the first which we had to review ill our first report for this committee. 
W e were struck by the uuusual ability shown by his address, and as he was 
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soon afler appointed on the Committee on Jurisprudence, we have had 

occasion to know him through his reports ever since. 
At the Templar Reunion in Boston we met Past Grand Master,\TII.LIAM A . 

DAVIES, and were greatly pleased to receive through him a special message 

from Bro. BELCHER: we deemed it a special honor. Little did we think 

that Bro. DAvn~ s · would be unable to deliver our message in reply. But so 

it was: on the Sunday following our interview, Bro. BELCHER saw the last 

of earth, and Bro. DAVIES never looked on his face again. 
Brd. BEI.CHER was born in Stockbridge, Vermont, Dec. 12, 1820, and 

died ih San Francisco, Sept. 1, 1895, being nearly seventy-five years old. 

He graduated at the University of Vermont in 1843, taught for som~ 

years, but studied law, and was admitted to the bar in 1852: but in 1856 
he went to Marysville, Cal., and went into practice with his brother: subse

quently he removed to San Francisco, and continued his practice there till 

his death, dying with his professional harness on. 

The committee say of him: 

" As a lawyer, he Rtood at the head of the profession. He was honest and 
capable. No one who knew him ever questioned his integrity; and no one 
who ever practiced law with him doubted his emillent ability. He possessed 
to a high ctegree the courage of his convictions. In debate he was strong 
and convincing. If in the wrong, he sought to be right. If right, he was 
fearless, and asserted himself with all the vigor of his forceful mallhood. 

" The gentleness of his disposition, the simplicity of his manners, added 
to his tall, commanding person, made him at once a most conspicuous and 
most lovable man. He combined in a high degree the opposite qnalities of 
goodness and greatness." 

To ' which Past Grand Master CUIlTIS adds: 

" He was wise in counsel, bold in action and fearless in debate. Con
scious of the rectitude of his own intentions, he was ever ready to grant to 
others the same honesty of purpose that he claimect for himself. He was a 
profonnd jurist, learned in the science and ethics of the civil law, and by his 
scholarly attaintuents, his unflinching integrity and unyielding fidelity to 
every trnst reposed in him he left the impress of his genius upon the juris
prudence cf his state. " 

He was an unceasing, tireless worker. He became Senior Grand 'Warden 

in 1860; Deputy Grand Master, and really Acting Grand Master in 1861, 

and Grand Master the next year, and for thirtv.jive sessions of the Grand 

Lodge was on" of its main pillars of support. 

It has been our lot to discnss many of his reports, and, educated in differ

ent schools of masonic law we did not always agree. He stated his own 

case as it was, and his adversary's also: he never misrepresented, and 

rarely, if ever, misunderstood his opponent's position. He was not striving 

for victory, but to discover and maintain the truth. He held that a failure 

to ~eet his opponent's attack squarely, was an admission that it could not 
be done. ' We shall greatly miss bis instructive reports, and the rare priv
ilege of discussing them. 
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The Grand Master (JAMES BAUNTY STEVENS) was called upon to announce 
also the death of Past Grand Master .JOHN MILLS BHOWNE, who died in 
Washington, Dec. 7, 1894. He was born in Hinsdale, N. H., May 10,1831: 
he appeared in the Grand Lodge in 1871 as Master of his lodge. He was then 
a surgeon in the U. S. Navy. He distinguished himself so much at that 
session of the Grand Lodge, in support of an amendment to the constitution 
allowiIlg lodges to receive petitions from candidates in the military and 
naval service who had not resided the required time in the jurisdiction, and 
made so favorable an impression, that he was elected Junior Grand Warden. 
He was elected Senior Grand Warden the next year, Deputy Grand Master 
the next, and then four times Grand Master. While he had not resided in 
California for several years before his death, his able allministration of 
masonic affairs made an impress which is still felt. 
his interest in Masonry to the time of his death. 

Moreover, he maintained 
He was an officer and one 

of the ablest members of the Southern Supreme Council of the Scottish 
Rite. 

In the deaths of Bros. BIlLCHEH and 13lwwNE, the Institution throughout 
the country has sustained a severe loss. But in addition to their splendid. 
examples, they have left behind works worthy of the study of the craft for 

a ll time. 
Grand Master STEVENS calls attention to a matter in the report of one of 

the Inspectors, who says that a certain . lodge has been snpporting an indi
gent brother ten years, until it has nsed up its fund, has an empty treasnry, 
has lost many members, had small attendance at its meetings, has held 
those irregularly, and must soon, unless relieved, surrender its charter. 
We should think that this illustration of the consequences of their doctrine 
in relation to relief would, at least, lead our Californ ia brethren to consider 
whether they had not better return to the old doctrine of lIIasonic charity. 

Two cases arose, in which a law of the Grand Lodge was disregarded, and 
yet the proceedll1gs held to be valid. The law provides that members in 
arrears of dnes shall not vote at elections, although that fact may not have 
been judicially determined in advance. At two elections, members who, it 
is said, had not paid their dnes, voted, and it was afterwards claimed that 
the election was void, but the Grand Master decided otherwise, n.nd ~he 

Grand Lodge sustained him. We can readily see that the dn.nger of the in
extr icable confusion, which would exist if it was allowed to contest the reg
ularity of elections for such causes, might easily induce the overriding of 
the law, that if the number of illegal votes may have changed the result, the 
election is void. This decision practically aunuls the law. 

The Grand Master had visited a large number of the lodges. At one, he 
assisted in conferring the third degree upon W A LTIlH C" Hil Y WILcox-the 
protege of the Grand Lodge from his early youth to his majority: he highly 
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appreciates what the Grand Lodge has done for him, ano. gives promise of 

amply repaying it in zealous labors for Masonry. He was forwarded to 

Californ ia by rail, tagged as an article of merchano.ise, except that t he ra il

road men, appreciating the s ituation, a(lded tags, till upon his arrival he 

was pretty well covered. lJ e has given the tags to the Grand Lodge, and 

they are deposited in its archives. 

In his account of his vis it to one lodge, the Grand Master says: 
"A very T,leasant feature connected with this meeting was the presence 

at the banquet table of the wives and daughters of the brethren. In my 
judgment, this custom should be of more frequent occurrence at our festive 
gatherings. " 

We believe that it is admitted on a ll hands by those who !J a~e seen its 

effects, that this practice, whic!J prevails very generally in Maine, is pro

d ucti ve of the best resul ta. 

In concluding !Jis account of his visitations, he says : 

"A t each and all of these meetings I have invariably been received in the 
most fraternal spirit by the hrethren, and the many courtes ies ex tended me 
by the officers and members of the various lodges are remembered with 
much pleasure, and I feel justified in saying that much good will resllit 
therefrom. A SU lIlptuouS repast concluded each meeting, and an hour or 
more of sociftl intercourse WftS profitahly passed with the brethren, and in 
every instftnce save one it was my pleasure to congratuhtte toem on the 
absence of the wine at the banquet table. Temperance is one of our car
dinal virtues, and every mason should practice it at all times, and more 
especia lly in the lodge room or its environments. I have endeavored to im
press this upon the minds of my brethren, and hope that the advice I have 
given may result in good." 

By binding Proceedings, &c:, the Grand Lodge Library had been in
creased 391 volumes durir;g the year. A n ew edition of the constitution 

had been printed, and, in add ition to the usual distribution, a copy had 

been sent to each of the other Grand I.oc1ges. It continues to be the policy 

of this Grallc1 Lodge to place bound copies of its Proceedings in the prolIl

inent librar ies of the state, with a view of perpetuating its history. 

The Grand Lecturer had made a very large number of visits to lodges, 

a nd, as a rule, the Inspectors had been faithful and competent; but in his 

judgment there was a pre&~ing need of more visitations. He says: 

" Pay a salary amonn ting to enough to justify a Grand Lecturer devoting 
his entire time to the work, which would give him on an average, say ten 
clays to each district (some districts will require more, some less), but make 
it his duty to visit every district, and stay until the Inspector is perfect and 
give the o1TIcers of the lodges, who are accessible, as much general instruc
tion as po~sible. I would furthermore recommend that each Inspector 
select the Master or some Past Master of each lodge, who will perfect him
self in the entire work, and appoint him an authority on the work in that 
particular lodge, for the conven ient referellce of its officers, subject, of 
cou rse, to the correction of said Inspector. These Past Masters could sit 
with the Grand Lecturer and Inspector during the fonner's visit to the dis
trict. " 
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We quote the following, because it shows the real weakness of their sys

tem: we fully believe, from experience in Maine, a nd observation elsewhere 
for many years, that if the Grand Lodge woulrl r equire the Inspector to 

visit each lodge in his district, and pay his expenses, there would be no c~ll 

for the recommendation of the Grand Lecturer: 

" While on the subject of expenses, a number of in stances have come to 
my notice where Inspectors have failed to visit certain lodges because they 
have not been asked to, and the invitation is apparently withheld on account 
of the lodge's inability to pay the Inspector's expenses, even for one visit a 
year. In two instances I found Inspectors who would not accept expenBe 
money proffered by some lodges, because other lodges in the district had not 
offered to pay, or had not paid. If an Illspector' s purse is long enough to 
stand it without curtailing his usefulness, presumably no one can object; 
but, the Inspector being willing to contribute his time and talent, it would 
seem that an occasional week' s board and actual necessary outlay of cash is 
not an unreasonable return for his services, and surely most of the lodges 
can stand a solid week of instruction at least once a year. General Regula
tion No. 15 covers the case and permits the Inspector to visit a lodge at the 
lodge's expellse whenever he deems it necessary in the faithful discharge of 
his duties, but the Inspector hes itates, from a sense of delicacy, to force an 
expense upon the lodge, and he cannot always afford to . make a trip at his 
own expense. A lodge should not be allowed to offer economy as all excuse 
for permitting the work to become warped into distortion, and I recommend 
that each lodge, during the coming year, extend an invitation to its Inspector 
to pay it a visit at a time mutually convenient, for the purpose of instruction; 
that the visit be as protracted as the c ircumstances require, and that he also 
be asked to present his bill to the lodge for actual expense incurred, and 
that it be acted upon just as the lodge would dispose of a bill for rent or 
fuel. " 

The affairs of the Home had not made much progress during the year, but 

the propects for the coming year were better. 

The various reports of the Boards of Relief furnish mftterial for study. 

One thing is certain; the amount of relief granted in allY one of many 

cases, would, if granted llabitually, bankrupt a large majority of our Eastern 

lodges. 

In this connection we quote the following from the address of the. Grand 

Master: 

"It is due to the Southern Pacific Company and its officers in n,uthority 
that recognition and record should be made of the voluntary assistance 
which has been rendered me in the discharge of charitable masonic duties. 
In every case where transportation in this state has been asked for distressed 
and worthy persons, entitled to masonic care and a~sistance, it has been 
cheerfully furn ished without charge; and for these repeated and continued 
favors the Southern Pacific Company is entitled to this mention, and to the 
thanks of this Grand Body." 

In one case of discipline, the Grand Lodge set aside an expulsion by the 

lodge for informality, but itself expeUerl tile accused. It is evident that 

this practice is on the increase. Brethren are discovering that it is generally 
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much better for the Grand Lodge, when a case is before it, to give . final 

judgment instead of remanding tbe case. 

In another case the com mittee well says: 

•. Rut it IllU Rt be rememberpd that a mason bas no right to subordinate 
Masonry to his own busin ess interests, has no right to do any act that will 
reflect discredit on the Order, even though it may benefit him a little finan
cially. If a Illason has not a Hufficient regard for tbe fratel'llity to restrain 
him from the commission of acts that must bring a blush of shame to tbe 
faces of his brothers, and strike a blow at the reputation of the Order, the 
sooner it is known tha t his acts are discountenanced the better it will be for 
tbe fair name of Masonry. Tbftt the acts of tbe accused were of sucb a 
character cannot admit of question. It may seem a waste of time to state 
these simple truths, but some have evidently been admitted as members who 
have not begun to appl'eciftte the nature of the o.bligations they have 
assumed. The conduct of the accused was unmasonic, and the fact that it 
was, in some degree, prompted by business reasons, makes it no less un
masonic. " 

The Committee on Jurisprudence say: 

" It is true that no brothel', who is in arrears for dues, is entitled to vote, 
yet we are of the opinion that, in permitting those who are in arrears to 
vote, the respollsibility reMs upon the Master solely, and bis irregularity 
should not vitiate the election. We, however, look upon it as a duty, for 
the benefit of lodges, to say to all Masters that tbey should not permit a 
brother to participate in an annual election unless he is clear of the books." 

And in relation to the Tyler: 

" Vve cannot see that the Tyler, because he bas taken upon himself the 
responsible duties of that place, should have favors extended to him where
by he would be released from his obligations as a member of the lodge. It 
is 1I0t only the right of the Tyler to exercise all the privileges of a member 
of the lodgE', but it is his duty, as well as all members of the lodge, to par
ticipate in the transaction of the lodge 's business." 

And in relation to the Representative system: 

"We ftl'e glad to be able to inform . our brethren of Kentucky and 
Wyoming that we have experienced no • trouble' or • vexation' by adopting 
the Gmnd Representative system; bnt, upon the contrary, our intercourse 
with the Hepresentatives of other Gmnd Bodies has been of the most cordial 
and fraternal character. Yet we do not believe that the system is necessary 
to maintain the comity existing between the Grand Lodges. Still we like 
the system and would regret to see it abolished." 

The Grand Orator, EUGENE NELSON DEUPREY, delivered an exceedingly 

practical address, in reference to the duties of masons to become familiar 

with the Ancient Charges, the Constitution, and the Laws and Decisions of 
the craft. He puts some very searching questions, and in conclusion says: 

"It may be unkind to call up these ghosts of shortcomings. It may not 
be bnrdened with the praise that might be desired should come from criti
cism in relation to good work and the full performance of every duty. We 
ought not to avoid the knowledge of our faults, but seek to amend them, 
if faults we have. If the intimations that have been made are possible as 
to the lack of information upon important topics, which reach down to the 

App. 2 G. L. 
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foundation stones of the ancient charges and govern that which is builded 
above, then all we can do is to cry' All Hail' to the advancement of knowl
edge of every subject which is most dear and most material in our past, for 
our present, and so pertinent to our perpetuation in the future." 

The Report on Con espondence (140 pp.) was submitted by Bro. WILLIAM 
ABHAHAM DAYIES. It is limi ted almost wholly to his plan, which he thus 
describes: 

" In writing the report your committee have endeavored to carry out 
their idea of the purpose of a correspondence report, viz: to set forth the 
condition and prospects of Freemasonry in other jurisdictions in condensed 
and concise form for the information, and, perhaps the guidance of Masters, 
Wardens and Representatives in this jurisdiction." 

That he has done this in a most admirable manner, goes without saying. 
He frequently eXp'resses briefly assent or dissent, and occasionally a few 
lines of comment, but adopts, more frequently than his readers wish, the 
Weller rule of leaving off when they wish there was more of it. 

He is against the use of ciphers: 
" Under the awful threat of ' you're another,' we side with the protestants 

Davidson and Pillans. The loose methods adopted in the dissemination of 
the cipher is the first objection; the second and greatest is the much more 
careless methods of the individual recipient. We have heard of their being 
worn out from carrying in the side pocket, and then the copies that are 
made for convenience-oh, Lord!" 

And such a case as the following, does not seem to have converted him: 

"It is undoubtedly for the general good that uniform rules should be ob
served for the discharge of even the simplest lodge duties, but we are re
minded, in such matters, of the dispute between two brethren who were 
learning the uniform California work several years ago. 'In their zeal to 
make no departure from the text a dispute arose between them as to whether 
our Grand Mastel', in the lecture, was so 'great and good' a man, etc., or 
was he so 'good and great' a man, etc. The matter was referred to the 
Grand Lecturer. " 

In his review of Maine, he says : 

"It was only the 19th of the last month (August) that Bro. Belcher sent 
words of esteem and fraternal greeting to Bro. ])rummond, and others 
whom he had hoped to meet at Boston, by the writer. The messages were 
delivered, but even at that moment the messenger was winging his flight 
from the eternal world with the order to strike onr brother from the rolls of 
the living. Bro. Belcher's death occurred September 1st, and he passed to 
eternal rest with the love and esteeem of all who knew him." 

Very many of the Grand Lodges, in recent years, (it was not so formerly) 
have decided that a mason cannot vouch for another by having sat in the 
chapter, &c., with him; but it seems that the law in California is different. 

Bro. DAVIES says: 
" Our practice is different, although we remember but one decision upon 

the question iu our Grand Lodge. In 1873, Grand Master Pratt, in his 
address, said: 'I have been twice asked if sitting in a Chapter of Royal 
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Arch Masons, with a gi ven individual in this juris<liction, entitles the brothel', 
so sitting, to vouch for such indi vidual to a lodge of Master Masons. I con
fess to ha.ve been at first a little staggered by the inrrlliry, for the rul e is htid 
down with a great deal of exactness by the masonic jurists whom we are 
accustomed to consult, and the case above stated would not come within the 
precise letter of that rule. He must have sat ill the lodge, says the rule, 
and a chapter is not a lodge. But the question involved was probably not 
considered by those jurists. Had it been, I have li ttle doubt that the rule 
would have been so stated as to include the case under consideration. I 
cou ld not see any rational distinction between the two cases which should 
make the voucher good in the one case and not in the other, and Illy decision 
was pronounced accordingly. 

"Past Grand Master Pratt was a masonic jurist of ab ili ty, and his de
cision, as above, hali never been questioned in Californ ia, and we confess we 
see nothing in Grand Master Phillips' r easoning that raises a doubt in the 
m::ttter. " 

The fact is that Grand Lodges, by decisions, have changed, so far as they 

have power to change, the rights of the individual mason which masonic 

usage from time immemorial has vested in him in relation to this matter. 
He believes in having refreshments at lodge meetings: he gives an incident 

which may well have been the cause for his first being of that opinion: 

" As a rem inder of this ancient custom, we shall carry with us to the 
grave a recollection of ,\ visit made to Tuolumne Lodge in the year 1852. 
The lodge room had been destroyed by fire in the month of June of that 
year, and the lodge was holding forth temporarily in rooms fitted up for the 
purpose in the Eagle Hotel, in the city of Sonora. At the stated meeting 
in August of that year we applied for the privilege of visitation and found a 
lodge of forty masons assembled, presided over by Bro. Charl es M. Radcliff, 
Master, and. at the time, Grand Master; Bro. William 'V. Traylor was 
Senior Warden. It being a regulftr meeting, no work was in order. Upon 
the completion of the busi ness, principally referring to the building of a new 
lodge hall, the lodge was called to refreshment, and, at the request of the 
Master, gathered around a tftble ill the ante-room. There was a spread of 
cold meMs, bread and cbeese, sandwiches and coffee. No set speeches were 
allowed, but an informftl conversation was indulged in for nearly an hour. 
principally in reference to the new han. The Tyler was an English sailor, 
kllown as ' Uncle John. ' At the proper time Bro. Radcliff rapped ftnd 
called the Tyler, making, on behalf of the brethren, ft request for a song. 
unlike professionals. Uncle John did not excuse himself, but cleared his 
throat ftnd respoJl ded with a rollicking SOJlg and chorus. I remember his 
eommencement, as he rolled out with his clear voice:-

" , When Adam ruled the world by an order from the Grand, 
And with his beftuteous spouse tmversed Eden's hftppy land, 

To build a bower, to spend an hour, to shield them from the weather 
evil, 

And his worship plftn'd it out with his square , gauge, plnmb and 
level. 

Whack row de dow, de dow, wh,wk row de dow.' 

"The song over, Bro. Rftdcliff remarked: 'Brethren, our char ity fund is 
not as strong as it might be, and perhftps this a good time to nourish it a bit. 
Bro. Treasurer, place ft hat upon the table and take charge of the offering.' 
The Treasurer, Bro. Charles F. Dodge, reported the collection of 892.50. 
The brethren returned to the lodge room an(l closed." 

In his conclusion he pays a brief tribute to the memory of Bro. WILLIAM 
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C. BI>LCHI>It. Thongh we have already paid our tribute to his memory, the 

following from the pen of his intimate associate for thirty-fi ve years, is so 

just, that we add it to what we bave already said: 

" The Grand LoJge of California can trnly say that in the death of Brl'!. 
Belcher it loses one who has been through all t he past years its guide, coun
selor and fr iend ; his reports have attracted the attention of the masollic 
world, and a re cl:tssed with the best in our li temture. Willi:tm C. Belcher 
was a great la wyer, and his love and veneration for the syst.em of Free
masonry, with his special attachment for this Grand Lodge, made him a 
great masonic jurist. There are but few in this world who, having the 
ability, would give the time from their business demands to the study, the 
:tnalysis and application of the principles and grou ndwork of :\lasonry as 
d id our late brother. 

" The writer was associated for many years with Bro. Belcher ,in his 
committee work, is witness of his unselfish devotion, his firm, nny'ielding 
advocacy of the right, and his unswerving attachment to the Grand Lodge 
at all times. May his memory remain with us a lways, as the sweetness of 
the summer' s last rose." 

CANADA, 1895. 

The Gmnd Master (WlLLrAM R WIlITI!:) in his concise address says: 

" The year has been marked by no masonic event of importance. I have 
not been called upon to decide any qnestions of great moment. Our reo 
lations with other Gmnd Lodges have been most cordial, and, within our 
own jurisdiction, I think I am safe in saying that scarcely a ripple of dis
cord has disturbed that peace and harmony, which seem to have become 
the normal condition of this Grand Lodge. I am pleased to be able to say 
that the record for this year as set out in the reports of the D. D. G. M. 's 
of the different districts shows an ever increasing interest' in the work and a 
healthy condition generally existing among the private lodges. " 

His views ill r elation to physical qualifications will be deemed very liberal: 

"The subject which I found the most trouble in dealing with was the 
question of physical qualifications. In all snch cases I felt constrained to 
leave the matter to the W . M. or D. D. G. M., who could personally see 
whether the candidate conld comply with the requirements of the constitu
tion or not. I regret very much that my views on this subj ect differ slightly 
from those expressed by some form er Grand Masters. I fa\'or a liberal in
terpretation of the constitution rather than a strict one. I think, if a can
didate possesses the necessary mental and moral qualifications, it would be 
a great hardship if he should be deprived of the benefi ts of masonry because 
he has some Rlight physical defect which prevents him from absolutely, and 
in the most pm'fect manner, complying with all the ceremonies of the work 
of Grand Lodge." 

He forcibly condemns electioneering for masonic office, and his remarks 

are worthy of uni versal acceptance: 

"Friends may speak well of one whose merits and ability entitle him to 
be promoted to otfice in either private lodge or Grand Lodge, but the making 
of slates, the pledging of brethren to vote one way or the other, and all the 
wiles a nd dodges so well known to the politicians, are utterly foreign to the 
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genius and spirit of Masonry, and should be most emphatically frowned 
upon and discountenanced by every true mason. I,et us hope, for the credit 
of Grand Lodge, as well as private lodges, that this ev il does not exist to 
any alarming extent, and that the representations made to me are either 
without foundation or somewhat exaggerated." 

The enumeration of the dispensations, which he had granted, reminds 

us that in our review of California, we omitted to notice a decision of tha t 

Grand Lodge upon the report of its Committee on Jurisprudence, overrul

ing a decision of the Grand Master, that masonic law does not justify the 

granting of a dispensation to a lodge to attend worship in regalia , on the 

ground that it is not a masonic occasion. We have former ly been of the 

same opinion; but during the past year it has been called to our attention 

that it has been the usage of the Grand Lodge of England and her daughter 

Grand Lodges, for many years, to grant these dispensations. How long 

this nsage has existed , we have not ascertained; but we know that it has 
existed so · many years as to ra ise a very serious doubt in our mind as to the 

correctness of our former opinion. Masonic usage becomes in time masonic 

law, and this usage can be no except ion to the rule. 

The Grand Treasurer' s report shows that the payments on account of 

benevolence amount to $9,396.25. The total amonnt granted during the 

forty years of the existence of the Grand L odge, is $:21 8,084.65, out of a 

total revenue of $487 ,028.30. 

As usnal, the Reports of the District Deputies are olle of the chief features 

of these Proceed ings, tak ing up about 180 pages. 

The fo llow ing may be a useful hint to our own Deput ies : 

" A t a ll of my official vis its 1 endeavored to take the offi cers over all of 
the work pertaining to the wardens and deacons in the th ree degrees, calling 
upon the Maste rs to exemplify certain portions of the wJ rk in each degree, 
and I also asked for exemplification of the manner of balloting, and other 
ceremonies, usages and customs. I found that procedure to be ve ry enter
taining alld instructive to the officers andlllembers." 

Palestine Lodge, of Detroit, visited the lodgc at Chatham and conferred 

the Third degree, but the Deputy says: 

" Many of the members of OUI' craft had never seen the work before, and 
I believe I am expressing the sent iments of the majority wh en I say tha t for 
impressiveness and pure masonic teaching our beaut iful work far excels 
that done in the Grand Jurisd iction of the Grand Lodge of Michigan." 

One Deputy notes, as a pleas ing feature of his vis it, the handing in of a 
petition for mcmbership by a brother, who was a mason oj sixty yeal's' ~tand

ing and ninety-Joul' yem-s oj age! 

Of course it is impossible to review these reports in detail, and, therefore, 

we pass to the report of the committee to which they were referred. 

The committee say that while only 35 out of. 351 lodges were not visited, 
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the number is an increase over former years and must be diminished in the 
future. 

This is their conclusion as to the condition of the craft: 
" 'Ve can congratulate Grand Lodge on continued prosperity. The in

crease in membership has not been large, owing to the fact that the lodges 
in the majority of the districts are being conducted on business principles ; 
the brethren therein have to pay their dues or be snspended. With a few 
exceptions we find that peace and harmony exists with in our borders; that 
the brethren are enthusiastic, and are ruled over by capable and proficient 
officers. 

"The visits of the G. M. and D. G. M. throughout the various districts 
have been productive of much good. Contact with these illustriolls brethren 
has been the means of creating among the brethren a greater love for the 
institution and for one another, and an increased attendan ce at lodge meet
ings. In every report is to be found evidence of the love and esteem in 
which these brethren are held. " 

The first paragraph sounds very harshly. Must we say, "Alas for the 
rarity, of masonic charity?" But we will not so construe it . We will pre
sume that care was taken not to suspend anyone "on business principles" 
whose dues, on masonic p rinciples, should have been remitted. 

The following Report of the Board of Jurisprudence was adopted: 
., The Board recognize that while Masonry respects the conscientious 

beliefs of all creeds, and condems 11 0 man for or on account of his parti cular 
religious opinions, it constrains none to accept its tenets or teachings, and 
the Board eonsider th e rd usal of a candidate to conform to any of our 
usages, even though he may fancy in but one of the minor details, as much 
an objection to his reception as though he declined to accede to any other of 
the rites and c~ rem oni es, and as the candidate in this case refused to con
form to the requirements of our ritual , the Board recommend that the W. M. 
hav lI1g honestly erred in proceeding with the initiation, uo further degrees 
be conferred on this candidate unless he brings his opinions into harmony 
with the masonic view of the questions in difference." 

vVe have a strong Ruspicion that if the question of the candidate' s views 
as to the binding force of obligations were investigated, he would be found 
to be ineligible. Indeed, from a part of the report which we have not copied, 
it would seem that he ought to be expelled for what he has already done and 

said. 
In th is jurisdiction, a lodge can only suspend a brother indefinitely and 

recommend that the Grand Lodge expel him: the Grand Lodge orders the 
accused summoned to appear the next year and show cause why he should 
not be expelled . It seems to us that so long a delay should be avoided. 
When the papers are filed in the Grand Secretary's office, by direction of 
the Grand Master, or as a matter of course, he might issue a summons to 
the accused to appear, and the matter be disposed uf a year earlier. The 

delay, which now so frequently happens, in meting out punishment to 
masonic offenders, is getting to be a reproach to Masonry. 

The following action was taken in relation to the so-called "Grand 
L odge of Ontario": 
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" The Board having received from the M. W . the Grand Master a verbal 
statement that he had been approached by authorities representing the or
ganization called the Grand Lodge of Ontario, with the view of hav ing the 
members thereof healed and recognized as masons within this jurisdiction , 
on the understanding that the. said Grand Lodge should cease to exist, rec
ommend that a special committee of the Board be appoin ted, which shall be 
authorized to treat wi th the members of the said organization and agree 
with thr m if possible in the terms on which the obj ect sought for may be 
accomplished, auu that the said commit.tee sllall have f ull power to dispose 
fin ally of the whole ma tter , and that the committee consist of the M. W. the 
Grand Master, t he P ast Grand Master and the Depu ty Grand Master. " 

Amotion to add the following to the constitution was lost: 

" Neither is it lawful for any private lodge to permi t any brother or 
brethren, hailing f rom a foreign jurisdiction, to illustrate, practice or ad
minister within its precincts, without the permission of the M. W. the Grand 
Master, under any pretext whatsover, other than the authorized work of 
Grand Lodge, and that where special work is authorized in the jurisdiction, 
the same be confined to the meeting places of lodges hav ing permits." 

The Report on Correspondence (109 pp.) was presented by Bro. HENRY 

ROBERTSO N. As usual, it is an abstract of proceedings with well-selec ted 

extracts, wi th rare comments. 

He endorses the views of Bro. JACKSO N, of Dela ware, in relation to public 

installations, who said, " we do not believe the usage is immemorial , and 

further, that common usage does not always make a thing right and lawful. " 

His unbelief does not change the fact, and merely shows that he has not 

investigated the question ; and Bro. ROBERTSON ought to know tha t imme

morial masonic usage does make a thing masonically right and lawful. 

In his review of Maryland, he says: 

"It was resolved to prohibi t t he practice of hold ing picnics, excursions, 
and other public enterta inm ents under the auspices and name of any lodge. 
This is the first movement of the kind tha t we have seen for some time, and 
we think it is decidedly a move in the right direction. The appearance of 
masons in public, cloth ed as masons, should be confined to strictly masonic 
occasions, such as the lay ing of a corner-stone of a public building or of a 
masonic funeral. " 

How about attending Divine Service, as the British Grand Lodges do, and 

allow the subordinates to do? How about St. J ohns' Days? 

In his review of Mississippi, he says: 
" F or the first time in the history of this Grand Lodge. the Grand Master 

exercised his high prerogative of making a mason at sight. His account of 
the transaction is given below, and we have only to s"-y thaL the justifica
tion attempted seems to us to be entirely inadequate." 

If the p ower is conceded, the Grand Master is the sole judge of the cir

cumstances and needs no "justification." If he does not possess the power, 

there cannot be a justifica tion. 
He copies the action of the Grand Lodge of North Dak ota in relation to 

healing one of the bogus Grand Lodge of Ontario initiates, but adds : 
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" We have no possible objection to tbis action of the Grand J,odge of 
North Dakota, provided that the applicant was of good moral character; 
but the committee are slightly astray as to the distinction between' clan
destine' and' irregular' masons. A clandestine mason is one who belongs 
to a clandestine lodge, a lodge that is not recognized by the proper masonic 
anthorities or one 'that has been formed without the sanction of the Grand 
Master or the Grand Lodge. An irregular mason is one who was made in 
a regular lodge, but in disregard of the constitntional formalities required 
before admission, sllch as the lapse of a certain time after application, the 
reference to a committee on character, the report of that committee, the 
ballot, etc. Both clandestine and irregular masons may be 'healed.' As 'a 
matter of fact, all the members under the Grand Lodge of Ontario' were 
clandestine masons, and many of them have been healed by us." 

The only donbt, which the Grand Lodge of South Dakota had, was re

moved by the action of the Grand Lodge of Canada in recognizing the 

parties as capable of being healed , and authoriz ing their healing, what,ever 
the meaning of the word "clandestine" may be held to be. 

While the original meaning of the word" clandestine" was beyond ques · 

tion that 'given by our North Dakota brethren, still Umnd Lodges in numer

ous instances have healed" clandestine masons," who haye th e~eafter bee!1 
recognized by all the masonic world as regular. And yet, it is admitted 

that there may be persons claiming to be masons, who cannot be " healed," 

but must be " remade." 'Ve have, however, never seen the line drawn. 

A man initiated in full form by profanes, if snch a thing were possible, 

could not be healed. There must have been in the making some color of 

masonic authority. In the Ontario case, we believe that the foullders of the 

so-called Grand Lodge of Ontario were, or had been, regular masons. 

In his review of Vermont, Bro. R. says: 

"On the prerogative of the Grand Master to make masons at sight, he 
~ays that Vermont has the ' same allcient regulation; 'but the memory of 
man runneth not back to the time whim it was ever more than a curiosity 
env,eloped in the acculllulated cobwebs of the past.' " 

COLORADO, 1895. 

The Grand Master (WILLIAM M. Bl,;s ll) announces the death of Past 

Grand Master JOliN M . . CIIlYI1<G'I·ON, the first . Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge, and adds: 

" One of the particularly sad and deplorable occurrences of the year was 
the death of Brothers Ferdinand French and Bela I. Lorah, Worshipful 
Master and Junior Warden of Central I_odge, No.6. These brethren came 
to Denver on Sunday morning, August 18th, for the purpose of attending the 
funeral of Brother Matthew Bennett, a member of their lodge, who had died 
in Denver and was buried on that date by Union Lodge, No. 7. They 
parted from thfl brethren of Union I_odge, No.7, at the Telllple, at 6.40 
]'. M. , with the intention (,f r eturning to Central City on that evening. For 
some reason they changed tleir plans and were guests of the Gunuy Hotel 
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on the night that building was wrecked by the explosion of the boilers, thus 
losing their lives whilst engaged in the performance of a masonic duty , 
Bro. Charles Adams, a worthy member of Manitou Lodge, No. 68, was also 
a victim of this terrible disaster. For the relatives and fri ends of these 
brethren our hearts go ant in sympathy." 

He had performed a large a mount of routine business, and his report of 
it shows that he was a skilled workman. 

In the following, he does not agree with some whose opinions . we have 
quoted : 

"On June 13, 1895, I issued dispensation to Idaho Springs Lodge, No. 26, 
to attllnd divine service on Sunday evening, June 16th. Tilis being my OWI1 
lodge, I had the pleasure of attending the service and hearing a very pleas
ing address by Hev. Bro. Sanderson. I believe the attending of church by 
a lodge in a body must necessarily result. in good, and for this reason I 
would advise giving the Grand ,"li aster authority to iSRue dispensatiollR to 
lodges for this purpose, without fee. It is a practice thrtt should be encour·· 
aged, and the lodges should, in my Opinion, be allowed to attend church 
without paying a fee for the privilege." 

The Grand Lodge endorsed his views. 

He decided that an E. A. becoming maimed could not be advanced, be
cause a by-law of the Grand Lodge so expressly provided; but he denies the 
correctness of the by-hw, saying: 

"Requiring a candidate for initiation to be a perfect man physically is 
right, in my opinion. but when a candidate has received one or more de
grees, and through no fault of hb is maimed by an acc ident, there should 
be no law to prevent his going on and receiving full light in Masonry ." 

The Grand Lodge concurred and amended the by-law. 

He made the fo llowing very pertin ent suggestion: 

" In view of the fact that many of the lodges of the jurisdiction find them
selves with an empty treasury and a heavy debt to carry in consequence of 
the de~ire to own a Quilding to be known as a 'Masonic Temple, ' it might 
be well for the Grand L odge to take some steps toward regulating the 
amount of indebtedness a lodge could incur. This might be done ' by pass
ing a law prohibiting a lodge from contracting an indebtedness above a cer
tain amol).nt per capita. I would recommend that this question have care
ful consideration, as it is one of great importance to the lodges." 

Population changes rapidly in that state. A lodge proposed to sl).rrender 
its charter: it had once been a fairl y . prosperous lodge: the Grand Master 

urged tlle members to make an effort to continue the lodge; the Secr~tary 
wrote tpat that was imposs ibl ~, because 'within a month there would be 
only one Master Mason left in town!' ·It turned out afterwards that that 
one' lived fOllr miles away ! The surrender was accepted: the lodge owned 

unencumbered real estate which was transferred to the Grand Lodge. 
The Grand Orator, A UP IIOKSE A. B[;RNAN D, delivered a forcible and im

pressive address upon" A Mason's Duty." 

The following preamble and resolution werll adopted: 
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"Whereas, There <tre business organizations operating within the juris
diction of this Grand Lodge under various titles, but claiming to be masonir. 
in character, such as 'The ---Masonic Benefit Association,' 'The --
Masonic Accident Association,' 'The Mason's Fraternal Accident Associa
tion,' 'Masonic Restaurant,' and others of like character. 

"Resolved, That this Grand Lodge hereby notify the masons within its 
jurisdiction that all such organizations, corporations or societies ftre using 
the word' Masonic' in their titles without any right whatever, so fftr as this 
Grand Lodge is concerned, and that we deprecate the use of the term in a 
business connection as wrong and unmasonic." 

The Report on Necrology, by Bro. GREENLgH' , is a very beautiful one, 
but cannot be abbreviated, and t.he whole of it must be read to be fully 
appreciated. 

An excellent address was also delivered by Bro. WILLIA~t A. BURDICK 
at the laying of a corner stone of a Masonic Temple in the City of Boulder. 

The Report on Correspondence (225 pp.) was presented by Bro. LA W

RENCE N. GREgNI.EAF. 

He says: 
" We have been guided in our review by the same general pl<tn of proce

dure as that followed by us in former reports. This embraces a running 
commentary on the routine business of each Grand Body, together with 
matters which are deemed of essential interest to the craft. 

" Qupstions that appear to demand more extended reference or discussion 
will be reserved for snch consideration in our conclusion." 

He adhered so closely to this plan that we havll looked in vain through 
his review of the several Grand Lodges for a peg on which to hang a com
ment. He compiled a Digest of Decisions, of which he says: 

"The decisions hpre reproduced comprise but <t small number of those 
that have come under our notice. What to discard and whftt to retain is 
often a matter of no little perplexity. A majority of those retained have 
been repeatedly pftssed upon, and yet they will be as new to many of the 
brethren as t.hey were once to onrselves. New officers periodically succeed 
the old, but these latter cannot transmit their wisc1.om with the offi ce, each 
mllst acquire it for himself, by study and experience. The present Digest, 
in connection with those of former years, will furnish valuable information 
upon a great variety of questions which are constantly arising in every 
lodge. It must be borne in mind, however, that the decisions herr,in quoted 
ftre applicable only so far as they are in aecorc1.anee with our Colorado law. 
Then again, many of these decisions upon the same question, by 'different 
Grand Masters, are in direct conflict, and some of them. in our opinilln, con
trary to the first principles of D1a~onic law- and yet all have been approved 
by their respective Grand Lodges. This in itself shows how little ,reliance 
can be placed urlon isolated decisions, while the Digest, taken as a r"hole, is 
valuable for comparison and the study of masonic jurisprudence." \ 

For these reasons, we long ago adopted the plan of eopying useful de
cisions as we proceeded in our work; and as our experience showed that 
those not in accord with Maine law misled brethren, who have not the time 
nor materials to study them, we have eommented on them as the occasion 
seemed to demand. The average Master does not care much to know what 
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the masonic law is somewhere else: his anxiety is to know the law that 
governs him. 

In his" Conclusion," he says: 
"From present indications neither the Mississippi uniform rules or the 

Wisconsin plan for masonic relief will receive general endorsement." 

He continues briefly his discussion of masonic history, antiquity and 
degrees. He gives the history of the adoption of the 1738 Book of Consti
tutions. In this connection, we desire information. We have a copy of 
the "History and Constitutions," &c., &c., by James Anderson, D. D . 
• , London: printed; and sold by J . Robinson at the Golden-Lion in Ludgate

Street. In the vulgar year of Masonry, 1746." Dr. MACKEY had a similar 
copy; he informed us that after the 1738 constitutions were printed, they 
were found to be erroneous, and the Grand Lodge withdrew its sanction: 
but that in 1746, an enterprising bookseller printed a new title page, and 
bound the sheets of the 1738 "dition, and put them on the market. The 
body of the book is the 1738 edition verbatim: the title page leaf seems to 
be of different paper, and to be pasten to the next leaf. What authority 
Dr. MACKEY had for his statement, which we have accepted as true, we do 
not know. What is the real history of this 1746 issue? 

CONNECTICUT, 1896. 

The great event of the year was the completion and dedication of the 
Masollic Home, at Wallingford. 

The proceedings are give .. , preceded by a portrait of Rev. ASH BEL BALD
WIN, who in 1797 most eloquently advocated, in an address as Grand Chap
lain, the establishment of a permanent Charity Fund. It rested, however, 
till twenty-two years ago, when a beginning was made which has culminated 
in the fruition of the hope expressed by Bro. BALDWIN nearly a century 
ago. The exercises were of great interest, but we must be content with 

some extracts from Past Grand Master LUKE A. LOCKWOOD'S masterly ad
dress. 

"This is the greatest masonic event of the century in Connecticut. 
Nothing like it has occurred since the introduction of Freemasonry into th is 
state in the year 1750. It is the greatest masonic event because it marks 
an epoch in the progress of tbe institution, not a new departure but a new 
development and outcome of what already existed within it. The fraternity 
have met in convention many times to lay corner stones and to dedicate 
buildings, but never to dedicate buildings for the purpose to which these 
edifices have been piously devoted. 

" It may seem strange to many ears to bear of the progress and develop
ment of Freemasonry, than which no more conservative institution exists. 
It is hedged in by irremovable landmarks which by the laws of the Medes 
and Persians altereth not. No power exists for their abrogation or modifi· 
cation. ' Super Antiquas vias Stare,' stand in the ancient paths, is inter-
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woven into the very warp of its existence, and cannot be removed without 
total destruction of the entire fabric. 

"Yet the event of this day is a most wonderful step in advance of all we 
"have yet known in its history." 

* * * * * * * * * 
"These fundamental principles in the masonic institution are belief in' 

',he existence of God, a Revelation of His will, the immortality of the soul, 
ann the resurrection pf the body. 

" Without a belief in these no man can become a Freemason. The root 
principle, however, of a ll is the existence of God and his Fatherhood. From' 
this .Fatherhood logically flows the Brotherh ood of man, which perhaps more 
immediately touches us on this occasion." 

• • • • • • • • • 
" These remarks upon the constitution t elating to its powers of expansion 

and adaptation to new circumstances and conditions of men by wise i1iter
pretation within the intent and meaning of the constitutional limitations, 
will illustrate the true character, the purpose and adaptability of the land
marks of Freemasonry . It is a great mistake to decry the development of 
Freemasonry within even the last fifty years upon the line of masonic. juris_ 
prudence. There was before that time no well devised system of jurispru
dence. It is true th ere were regulations, fifteen points, in what is knowri as 
the old York Constitution of 926, and certain general regulations of various 
succeeding years. But there was nothing like a system in these, .and prob
ably but a few copies of them, if any, could be found in the whole country. 
The principl es of its jurisprudence practically were handed down orally as 
were the traditions of the craft. Within my own recollection a mason of 
reputation and a legal light in the fraternity declared that the laws of 
Masonry were written upon the human heart. If this view wen correct, 
frequellt collapses by reason of heart failure might be fairly expected. Reafl 
the records of Grand Lodges, and you will understand in the crud e legisla
tion of .earlier days what is meant by the want of a system of jurisprudence. 
In truth in those early days the condition of the craft requ ired no elaborate 
system, but when the changed conditi ons came, Masonry showed the wisdom 
of its exalted founder by developing a complete system of practical jurispru
dence by wise interpretation and construction and by logical deductions from 
its land marks, and by adaptation and application of well recogn ized principles 
of justice and equity, t·he result of the experience of centnries, to the present 
requirements of the craf t, and that too within the ,;cope of its unalterable 
landmarks. The fraternity has now a complete system of jurisprudence 
established by the consensus of its members and well arlapted to its present 
needs, and when new circumstances or new conditions shall arise, it wiU be 
found that this system will expand to direct and control the craft in p.eace, 
harmony and justice, and without violence to the landmarks or traditions 
of the order. " 

* • • • • • • • • 
" There is one subject further to which your attention is called in con

sidering the development of Freemasonry - a subject which has been most 
deeply impressed upon my mind in the discharge of my officia l duties as 
l'resident of the Mason ic Charity Foundation. I refer to the relat.ion of 
the .mothers, wives, widows, sisters and daughters of Freemasons to the 
craft. 

" It i~ popular in some quarters to decry the formation of societies by 
them having any reference to <the cmft. 

" No masou will deny that by his most solemn obligations they stand in 
special rela tion to him and are entitled to his assistance a.nd protection. 

" It follows that it would be wise that sure proof should be provided by 
which they may with cel·tainty be able to claim and prove themselves en-
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titled to such assistance and protection. The craft has made no such pro
vision. The exigencies of the early days did not require it. Masons were 
few and their relation well known. Now a ll this is changed. 

" Doubtless the providing of these modes of recogn ition are beyond and 
outs ide of the purview of Freemasonry. I t does not require that they sha.1I 
be made masons, whi ch of course w(ould be an im possibility. I t surely 
would be wise in providing these . proofs of relationship to the craft to sur
round thelll with the incu lcation and enforcement by precept and example 
of th ose virtues which ought especiitll y to characterize woman in add ition to 
the vir tues which ought to distinguish :Freemasons. Such a system would 
conflict with no IfIHdmitrk and would be in accordance with ,the spirit and 
genius of FreellJasonry. This can be and indeed it, has been already accom
plished by those ladles themselves. Ne ither is t his any up,w th ing, for' frolll 
the t ime the memory of Illan runneth not to the contrary' there have bpen 
adrogyne degrees called side degrees of Masonry, to which they were ad
lllitt.!~d . 

. , But th is was not efficient or general, a nd there was an entire absence 
of organization. Wi thin the last quarter of a century, such an order of 
these lad ies has been organi zed andruade effective fo r great good." 

• • • * • • • • • 
"Whatever lllay be sa id , the Masonic Chari ty F oundation of Connecticut 

will never forget the words of sy mpathy a nd good cheer, the generous and 
noble deeds, and the s ubstantial g ifts of the order of the Eastern Star, 
wh ose worthy officers are among our most welcome guests to-day. With 
their ability acquired by organization, the kindly sy mpathy of their nature, 
their peculiar powers of making a home a true haven of peaceful rest and 
of developing and guiding the mind and a ffec tion of the young, th is Order 
will find its great.est miss ion and most satisfy ing happiness III making this 
home truly the home of the distressed and the bereaved." 

• • • • * • • • ; * 
I " Hrethren of Connecticut: The faithful prayer of your Grand Chaplain 

which ascended to Heaven nearly a century ago, has been answered: The 
answer is before you. Our Masonic Horne has been established. 'Our 
brothers and s iste rs a re even noW with us rejoicing ' in their homes. This 
home is t his day committed to us as a sacred trust . It stands completed 
and without debt. Our work is not yet fini shed. Its support rests upon us. 
Shall we be faithful to this trust? Let no brother say it cannot be done. Let 
not the magnitude of the work appall. L et each do as he is able, ' not 
g ruel gingly nor of necessity. ' " 

A re~ollltion to impose a per capita tax (If seventy-five cents fo r the sup

port of the Home was adopted at the annual communication, apparently 

without a dissenting vote. 

v'Ve earnestly congratulate our Connecticut brethren npon ,the prudence 

and wisdom which they have manifested in this matter. They raised the 

money first amI persevered against a ll obstacles for twenty years, and now 

have their I-lome without the incubus of a debt. 

At the annual communication, Bro. THAnDE US R. SIMONTON, Past 

Senior Grand Warden of our Grand Lodge, was introduced by Past Grand 

Master LOUKWOOIl, welcomed with the Gral~d Honors and condncted to a 
seat in the Grand East. 

The Grand Master (HENRY O. WARNEll) gives a brief summary of the 

Reports of the Deputies, from which it appears that that year had been a 
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prosperous one. Every lodge save one was represented. He reports. that 
the Home has already seventeen inmates. 

The Grand Secretary gives a catalogue of the Grand I"odge Library, 
showing a very full collection of Procee(lings, but with some gaps. To our 
surprise we do not find Maine in the list. How comes that, Bro. BARLOW? 

The following In Memoriam to Bro. WJH~ gLER was adopted: 
"The Freemasons of Connecticut in Grand Lodge assembled, do place 

upon its record the following minutes of the decease of R. W. Bro. Joseph 
K. Wheeler. 

"1. R. W. Brother Joseph K. Wheeler, for twenty-seven consecutive 
years has filled the office of Grand Secretary with great ability and faith
fulness. 

" 2. He has also performed with signal ability the important duties of 
Foreign Correspondent of the Grand Lodge of Connecticut and established 
a world wide reputation for genial courtesy, good judgment and intimate 
knowledge of masonic jurisprudeuce and keen appreciation of the principles 
and purposes of Ollr institution. 

" While we deplore the loss of his ever abundant sympathy, his cordial 
greetings, and his guiding wisdom, we thank God for his good example, and 
we extend to his bereaved family our warm sympathy in their sael bereave
ment. " 

The following report, adopted by the Grand Lodge, suggests a new remedy 
for those who go abroad to obtain the degrees. We shall look with much 
interest to see if the case referred to was of such a character as to call for 
proceedings in accordance with this suggestion, and if so, the result: 

"In the matter of Warren Lodge, No. 51, Portland, your committee find 
that A. B. applied for the degrees to Warren Lodge, ~o. 51, and was re
jected. He afterwards applied to a lodge in Scotland and there received 
the degrees, and the question arises as to his masonic status. Your com · 
mittee report their opinion as follows: 

"1st. That A. B. having been made a mason in a regular lodge is a 
regular mason . 

"2d. That if he took the degrees with a knowledge of the masonic law 
of Connecticut, for the purpose of evading that law, he is subject to trial by 
" 'arren Loelge for surreptitiously obtaining the degrees of Masonry. 

"3d. That the right of visiting any lodge rests upon unanimous consent 
of the mem bers present." 

The Grand Secretary closes his record as follows: 

"Thus closed one of the largest and harmonious communications ever 
held, and which will long be remembered for its prompt aud unanimous 
action in support of the Masonic Home recently dedicated." 

As we understand the reports, the property cost something like $48,000, 
and while there n.re bills outstanding, there is more than sufficient cash on 
deposit to pay them all. 

The Board of Managers, in their report, say: 

"Nearly all the furn iture of the Home has been given. Hiram Lodge, 
No.1, elegantly furnished the reception room. The Order of the Eastern 
Star, by its Grand Chapter, furnished most beautifully and appropriately 
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the assembly room, which has been occupied every Sunday afternoon by a 
large audience composed of the inmates, and the clergy of every denomina
tion in its vicinity have gladly given their services, 

"This has been a very popular resort of the people, Thirty-two sleeping 
rooms have been fully furnished by lodges, R A, Chapters, Councils, and 
Chapters of the 0, E. S. The Grand Commandery of Connecticut gener
ously fitted up the dining-room with all its appropriate appurtenances. 

"Bro. William H. Allen, the able architect, who successfully designed 
and superintended the improvements, generously donated his valuable ser
vices. " 

The Grand Lodge so highly appreciates the Masonic Veteran Association , 
that it appropriates $60,00 a year in its aid. 

The Report on Correspondence (158 pp .) was presented by Bro. JOHN H. 
BARLOW. 

He says: 
"True, in most cases very little or any labors are performed, but the fact 

that the RepreHentatil 'e represents a sister Grand Lodge is no empty honor, 
and is, we think, as such, entitled to that respect that would be accorded to 
a member of said jurisdiction if he were actually present." 

* * * * * * * * * 
" Connecticnt, and we think nearly all the older jurisdictions, recognize 

perpetual jurisdiction over rejected material. This regulation, we think, is 
supported by ancient regulations, so old that like many others, the date of 
their introduction cannot be given. Those who do not recognize this law 
are the ones we think who are modernizing our ancient institution. He 
presents an example to his successors worthy of imitation, in his report of 
official visits to forty-four of the subordinate lodges, which we have no 
doubt will be fruitful of good results." 

In his review of Maine, he quotes Grand Master BURBANK'S tribute to Bro. 
MooHE, all of his decisions and all of the concluding portion of his address. 
He dissents from the decision that it is not permissible for officers of a lodge 

to wear robes, saying: 
"There are a number of lodges ill Connecticut who use the robes, and 

we think it adds interest to t he work. It is more reasonable to suppose that 
King :Solomon wore kingly robes than the modern swallow-tail coat and 
stove-pipe hat." 

But masonic usage is against it, and that settles it, even if it were not 
settled by constitutional enactment or Grand Lodge regulation. The 

masonic clothing of the officers of a lodge is as well fixed as their jewels. 
We do not suppose King Solomon wielded the gavel, but we doubt if Bro. 
BAllLOW 'would justify a master's throwing it aside for a sceptre. 

In his review of our report he apparently takes issue with us in relation to 
non-affiliated masons. He.says that he was compelled to write his report 
hurriedly, and he evidently did, for his reply to us is an almost fearful argu
ment in support of our views. He errs in assuming that we were speaking 
of those snspended for non-payment of dues. The Iowa regulation is so 
monstrous that it is no wonder that Bro. BARLOW could not conceive that 

such a one could be adopted. 
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He says: 
"Among the first masonic duties, accordillg to an ancient charge, 'Do 

GOOD 1'"0 ALL MEN, ESPEClA['[,Y TO Tllosg WHO AHE OF TilE HOUSEHOLD 
OF FAITH' would certainly forbid' such construction, That a brother is de
prived of his lodge membership because too poor to retain it is not, we think, 
a fail' statement of the' other side of the question, As before stated, the 
regulations should not, al1d ,ve believe, are not enforced except for w'illful 
refusal when able, anrl then only after rlue trial and give the delinquent 
brother the benefit of all doubt as ,to his ability." 

But the regulation expressly says of the non-affiliate, " He shall not re

ceive masonic aid .. " He has no trial: no matter how poor he may be or 

how great his want and suffering are, "he shall not receive mason'ic aid"! 

DELAWAHE, 1895. 

Three' sp'ecial comm~nicatio)1s were held for dedicating halls and laying 

a corner stone. In each case, the Grand Lodge was opened in a room spec

ially provided for the purpose, proceeded to the hall or place where the cere
mony' was to be perfornjed, and after the ceremonies" returned to the place 

wh~re conve~ed and clos~d in ~,;nple fonn ." According to th~ views of. the 

, . .late Bro. VAUX, ,whose views as to public installations Bro. JACKSON has 

adopted, this w'as unmasonic-in Bro. VAUX'S estiT\1ation equally so with 

them . 
The address of the Grand Master (VJHGJ:SruS V. HARHJsoN) is devoted 

chit;fiy to local and routine matters. He announces the a.ppointment of 

Bro. JACOB H. EMERSON as the H"presentative of our Grand Lodge near his 

own. 
He dec ided that an objection after ballot is pquivalellt to a black ball, but 

limited the proposition that the candidate could not be made a mason while 

the 'objection stood. In this case the objection was withdrawn and the can

did,ate illitiated . The law has now got to b,e quite universal, that an abso

lute objecti9n is equivalent to a black ball, and should be so recorded, and 

have the same effect. At the same time, a men~ber may be allowed to 

make what we will call ,a temporary objection, to be made absolute or with
drawn as the result of further investigation may determine. 

We, l~arn from his address that the doc1rine of perpetual jurisdi.ption pre

vails in Delaware. 
He decided that one brother may vouch for another upon lawful informa

tion, as well as by having sat in a lodge with him. 

Of the Wiscollsin Circular, he says' 

"I submit this , for your consideration, but it seems to me, if we place 
ourselves in a position tbat would bind us as a Grand Lodge to be respon
siDle for the return of alms that may he given to a poor and distressed 
brother in obedience to a fundamental principle, then one of the foundation 
stones on which onr structure is erected crumbles into dnst. 
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" On becoming masons, one of the first lessons we are taught is ' Charity.' 
Masonry is a charitable institution and not a benefi cia l one, therefore when 
it becomes necessary to relieve a distressed brother, let us do so freely with
ou t thought of re-imbnrsement. The adoption of this 'propositi~l ' in my 
opinion would reduce our Fraternity to a mere beneficia l organization. " 

He makes quite a number of recommendations, which, if aflopted, would 

secure a better administration of the affairs of the lodges, and , in some 
cases, those of the Grand Lodge. He recommends that the returns give the 

names of the P ast M asters in the order of service, instead of a lphabetically 

as now. From a historical standpoint this suggestion seems to be a valua ble 
one. His recommendation was adopted. 

We are glad to find the following admonition: it contains the true doc

trine, and yet many in thcse days do not recognize it: 

" Look well to the outer door, and see to it that no one crosses its sacred 
threshold SlIVe those who a re duly and truly qualified ; let not sympathy, in
terest. or friendship influence you in admitting to our mystic circle a ny 
that will not add strength to its character . 

" Let us not be over zealous in adding to our numbers, because in our 
zeal we may over look important defec ts of character that would not other
wise ~scape us. 

" Mankind will judge us by our standard, and tha t standard is set by the 
individua l character of our members; from external dangers we are free, 
then let us guard against dangers within. 

" The strength of a building is not in its size, or the number of stones 
used in its construction , but in the individual character of each particular 
stone, therefore in constructing our Mystic Temple let us see to it, tha t each 
stone that we add to its walls is without flaw or blemish, so th'Lt th e ravages 
of time shall not shake its foundations ; or the malignant shaf ts of envy, 
hatred and malice prevail against it." 

The Grand Master reported th at members of one lodge were divided into 

two bi tter factIOns, each, apparently, when it had a majority present, r evers
ing the action of the other. The Treasurer refused to pay orders and the 

Secretary refuserl to submit his books to the auditing committee. The 

Grand Lodge summarily revoked the charter . 

The following regulation was adopted : 

"Resolved, 1. That it is hereby made the duty of aU lodges in this juris
diction, to restrain, as far as possible, t he evil of intemperance, among the 
brethren, even to the extent of trial and punishment, when necessary. 

" 2. A II lodges are requi red to exclude f rom the lodge room and ante
rooms all intoxicating liquors, ami for the fa ithful performance of this duty, 
will be held strictly accountable to the Grand Lodge. 

" 3. All subordinate lodges are prohibited from receiving and acting 
upon a petition for initiation or membership from any person engaged in 
the sale of intoxicating liquors as a beverage, and all masons a re fraternally 
advised and requested to refrain from engaging in the liquor traffic." 

The majority of the committee made the third paragraph a request, but 

the minority report, after " a great amount of discussion, was concurred in 

by a large majority ." 
App. 3 G . L. 
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The Report on Correspondence (iO pp.) was presented by Bro. L)<;WIS H. 
JACKSON. 

He sayff: 
"The exaction of an affiliation fee is thought to be a principal facto r in 

causing the great evil of non-affiliation, as not only contrary to the spirit 
and prosperi ty of the institution , but a direct incentive to non-affi liation. 
Delaware does not exact an aftili a tion fee, and finds great advantage therein." 

Our Grand Lodge once adopted t.he same law; but repealed it on the 
ground that experience showed that members of smaller and weaker lodges 
left them to join those which have large funds. How extensive this evil 

was, did not clearly appear. "Ve would like to know whether it has been 
noticed in Delaware. 

In his review of Maine, he says : 
" We, personally, believe with him, that the retention of the old law of 

the Grand Lodge of England relating to IJast Masters acting for a lodge in 
the absence of Masters and Wardens would have heen best. 

" He is glad to find we hold that' a Warden is a Warden the world over,' 
and says : 

" , If our Grand Lodge will carry this doctrine to its logical result, Past 
Masters of other jurisdictions affiliated, will be made members. ' 

"Certainly, why not? A Past Master is a Past Master the world over, 
and entitled to whatever privileges a Gra.nd Lodge would grant its own Past 
Masters. 

" Bro. Drummond and this writer do not agree abont 'public insta llations,' 
and probably never will, so we must' agree to disagree.' What he says 
abont open lodges lay ing corner stones and attend ing funerals, does not COll
vince us that the' public ' shonld be admitted within the body of an open 
lodge to participate in the installation of lodge officers." 

We are glad to note this about Past Masters, because it is correct, and 
yet the opposite doctrine prevails in many of the other Grand Jurisdictions. 

. As to the other point, the public are no more" admitted within the body 
of an open lodge" at public installations than they are a t funerals or laying 
corner stones. The " pnblic" is permitted to wi tness the ceremoni es in 
precisely the same manner in all: there is no reason for any distinction. 

He agrees with Bro. SCHULTZ in relation to the Grand Honors. 
Bro. JACKSON has succeeded admirably in giving an interesting abstract 

of masonic affairs in brief space , as he says he had endeavored to do. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 1895. 

The Committee on Jurisprudence made the following report upon the 

Kentucky circular in relation to Grand Representatives: 

"The Grand Master of Kentucky has used p retty strong language in ex
pressing his opinion of the Grand Representat ive system, but your commit
tee see no just grounds for any expressioll of 'contempt' for a system which 
has received the sanction of nearly all the Grand Lodges of the world for 
the past thirty or forty years, whilst under it ve ry many of the most dis-
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tinguished masons of our time now hold or ha ve held commissions as Grand 
Representatives of other Grand Lodges than their own. 

"If it be determined by the Grand Lodges generally, or by a majori ty of 
them, tha.t. ilie Grand Representative system has not proved useful in ,w y 
way, but on th e contrary, has tended to interfere with rather thaH promote 
harmony a nd frate rnal feeling among the Grand Bodies; if it has fa iled to 
do away, in some measure, with tha t isolation from each other which their 
individual sovereignty tends to foster, then it has not realized the hopes and 
in tentions of those who were instrumental in instituting it, nor of the llla ny 
em inent brethren who have given it their sanction. 

" If such should be the verdict, this Grand Lodge, with the others, Cftn 
quietly resol ve to take no furth er pft!'t in it. But there seems to be no good 
reason to rev ile the system or express I contempt ' for it. 

" As there is no question of masonic law to be considered in this case, but 
a mere matter of expediency, and as each member of your Jurisprudence 
Committee has the honor of holding a commission or commissions as Grand 
Representative of other Grand Lodges, and feels honored in having been 
selected as such, and in h[IVing been received by thIS Grand Lodge in that 
capacity, it follows th at they a re to be looked upon as int,e rested parties in 
this matter. They therefore prefer to offer no recommendation, either in 
fft vor of or against the 10llger continuance of the representative system by 
this Grand Lodge, but would recollJmend that the mfttter be referred to a 
committee of three members of th e Grand Lodge, who are not the repre
sentatives of any other Grand Lodge, to consic\er this mfttter and report a t 
our next ftl1llUal meeting." 

And the following in regard to the Miss iss ippi proposition: 

" Your committee believe that the adoption by all the Grand L odges in 
our conntry of some uniform ·rules governing their respective jurisdictions 
over candidates (if such a thing could be brought about) would result in 
great good, and that the action of t he Grand Lodge of Mississippi, looking 
to that end , is to be commended. Yet it is by no means apparent th<tt any 
rules could possibly be fra med which would meet wi th approval by a ll or 
even a majority of the Grand Lodges. 

" CUotom, constitutional provisions, and the jealous regard which eftch 
cherishes for its own sovereignty would , we fear, militate against any gen
era l agreement. Yet, notwithstanding the difficulties in the' way , we may 
hope that a consummation so llJuch to be desired may eventually be brought 
about. 

" The I uniform rules ' submitted by the Grand Lodge of Mississippi are 
not, in ftll respects, such as yonI' committee could approve. 

" In Hule .L it will be noticed that when a rejec ted appl icant for the de
greps subsequently removes to anoth er jurisdiction and ftpplies there for the 
degrees, the lodge to which he applies requires the one which rejected him 
to furn ish I t he grounds npon which such rejection was made' ; and if t he 
grounds of the object ion should be furnished the lodge to which he makes 
his new petition, I it shall judge the sufficiency thereof and proceed ill its 
discretion'! If the grounds fo r the rejection are not furnish ed within six 
months, it proceeds with the peti t ion I as in other cases.' 

"Your committee fa il to see how Hule I could be made operative in this 
jurisdiction without disregard ing the law and usage requiring a secret ballot 
for all candida tes for the degrees. The only answer that one of our lodges 
could poss ibly give to au inquiry as to the cause of a rejection would be, 
I T here was a blftck ball in the ballot-box.' 

" Rule II will not., in the opinion of your committee, be acceptable to our 
lodges, as the usage which obtains in this, as well as in most Grand Lodge 
Jurisdictions, of request ing anotller lodge to ac t as proxy in conferring the 
degrees to which a candidate has been elected, when said candirlate removes 
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temporarily or permanently from the jurisdiction, bas, we believe, always 
worked satisfactoril ,v ; and until some better arrangement than that sug
gested in the rules under consideration shall be presented for the action of 
the Grand Lodge, it would be wiser to continue our present system. 

" With the greatest respect and fraternal regard for our brethren of the 
Grand Lodge of Mississippi, your committee feel constrained to recommend 
that the uniform rules proposed by that Grand Lodge be not adopted," 

The same committee report in substance that an obj ection to the recep
tion of a petition by a lodge, can be properly made only when based upon 
the want of jurisdiction of the longe, or the ineligibility of the candidate , 
and then the question .must be decided by the Master, if it is one of masonic 
la w, or by th e lodge if it is not. It is nnmasonic to base it upon the alleged 
unworthiness of the candidate: that must be settled by the secret ballot. 

, This we believe to be sound, and if the facts are in dispute, the petiti on 
ought to be received and referred to the committee to ascer tain the facts. 
However, there may be exceptions to the first par t of this rule : we knew 
one once, but that could not occur now in most jurisdictions ; sOUle other 
case might, however. In fo rmer t imes a rejected candidate could file a 
petition at once : a case happelled in which the friends of a rejectE'd candi
date fi led a new pet ition at the same meeting, and kept pursuing that same 
course, so that a rejection and the reception of a new petit ion was the regular 
order of business at every meeting. Of course, the effect on t he lodge was 
not very favorable. Finally a brothel' objected to the reception of the peti
tion, on the gruund that in view of so many repeated rejections, it was best 
for all concerned that there should be a rest from the excitement, and the 
lodge so voted. The circumstance led to a change of the by-laws, so that six 
months must intervene lJetween a rejection and the preselltation of a new 
petition. 

The question of allowing Past Masters to vute in the Grand Lodge was 
before it, and discussed at considerable length; but as the propositions are 
given only by reference to former Proceedings, we cannot tell precisely 
what they were, but as they were all ul t imately de feated, thE' ir form is not 
material. The committee refer to the excitement growinp; out of the same 
matter in the G ramI Lodge of New York , but do not seem to us t.o state 
clearly the real question then involved: the proposed legislation at that t ime 
had the effect to deprive brethren, who were then perm anent members of 
the Grand Lodge, of their membership ; the proposition was retroactive as 
well as prospective: it is worthy of remark that when the settlement came, 
the membership of those who, at the t ime of the adoption uf tlJ e amend
meut, were members, was recognized and continued. The Grand Lodge has 
the power to deprive members of vested rights only because it is supreme 
and there is nu appeal from its action; but we believe that it is now quite 
universally held that such an act is utterly wrong anel, therefore, highly 
unworthy of any Grand Lodge. 
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Of the cond ition of the craft , th fl Grand Master (DAVID G. DIXON) says: 

" It gives me pleasure to state that notwithstanding the continued depres
sion of bnsiness throngbout the country the various lodges of this jurisdic
tion, with perhaps one or two exceptions, are in a prosperous condition, and 
that peace and harmony, so far as I am a ware, prevail within our borders. 
There has been no contention' save that noble cuntenti on or rather emula
tion, of who can best work and best agree. ' " 

And the new Gra nd Master (GEOIl GE W. BAIRD) says that the prospects 

were good for a peaceful a nd prosperous year. 

He makes one suggestion that seems to us to be utterly in admissible: 
"There is an excel lent custom in a certai n lodge in New York, so ad

mirable in its dlamcter , and so just and beneficial in its results, that I would 
advise its adoption in our lodges; it may be done even without a change in 
by-la ws. It is to ann ounce the intention of proposiug at the next statecl 
communicatiun the name of a person for the degrees. Should any brother 
in the lodge prefer nut to have this person in his lodge and yet have too 
much consid eration for him to black-ball him, he may advise, in perfect 
confidence, that the pet ition be given to some other lodge. There a re some
times personal reasons which govern just such cases. We may protect our
selves without offending the applicant; witllOut marking a good citizen as a 
rejec ted man ; without making an enemy for the craft." 

This seems to us a " trying-tbe-ice" performance, in direct conflict with 
masonic law a nd usage, and liable to gross abuse. 

The Report on Correspondence (141 pp.) was presented by Bro. W II.LIA M 

R. SING LETON, the veteran Grand Secretary. 

He says: 

" We have put in italics, the sentence which gives ma~onic doctrin e and 
which has been our own opinion always, and after many years we have at last 
succeeded in having it expressly so declared in our own Grand Constitution. 
No mason has a right to declin e to ballot for a candidate, for the best of all 
reasons that should the candidate be rejected he will be ji'ee from any 1'e
spunsilJUity. Every member present should share alike with the others
let it be the solemn act of the LODGE." 

We have held to the same views, but have now serions doubts as to their 

correctness; Bro. S INGLETON'S reasons would logically reqnire the vote of 

every member of the lodge, present or absent: for by simply staying a way 

he frees himself from responsibility as much as by refraining from voting. 

A member is not altogether satisfied with the candidate, but hesitates to re

ject him; he is willing, however , to abide the decis ion of the other members 

of the lodge; if he votes he must either reject the candidate or vote for him 
when he is not satisfied : if he votes for him, he leaves the decis ion to the 

other members as fully as if he were excused from voting. 

If we understand him, he holds that the Master has a right to vote as a 

member, and then another vote in case of a tie. We do not think so; unless 

this right is given to him by the By-Laws of the lodge or the Constitution of 

the Grand Lodge ; a tie vote is a negative vote, and we see no more r eason 

to give the Master one additional vote to enable him to reverse it, than to 
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give two votes to reverse it in case there should be one majority against it. 

The approved rule is that when the presiding officer is a member of the 

body and has a vote as such, he has no add itional vote as presiding officer; 

when he is not a member, he is usually accorded a vote in case of a tie, by 
express constitutional or statute enactment. 

He says: 

"The brethren of Pennsylvania, we understand, close the lodge before 
going to a funeral, and perform all the services at the grave not as a lodge, 
for how can there be a , lodge, when it has been closed? yet a ll of their 
Ahimall Rezons provide for an open lodge," 

The Ahiman Rezon of 1894 is an exception; that provides for a 

"Masonic Burial Rervice," by the Master and Wardens in the presence of 
the brethren. To be sure, this provision conflicts with Article XXIII of 

the Ahiman Rezon; and one has only to compare the present provision for 

a Masonic Burial Service with that in the Ahiman Rezon of 1825, to know 
that the more recent generation of masons in that jurisdiction have pre
sumed to set aside the usages of the fathers and adopted innovations to suit 

these modern ideas. Now the brethren" appear in masonic dress, viz: suit 

of black clothes, white gloves, and black silk hat, a blue ribbon attached to 

the left lapel of the coat, and each carry ing in his hand a sprig of ever
green." , In 1825, the brethren must wear aprons, and the officers the badges 

of the lodge; the past officers their jewels, but the brethren actually in 
office are distinguished by sashes, &c. The lodge must be opened in due 

form, the regular masonic procession formed (with the lights), the ceremony 
at the grave performed, and after the return to the hall, the lodge closed. 

A part of the service was, "Im'ested with the badges of masonry, publicly 
we declare our obedience and onr snbmission to the laws and government of 

the country in which we live, and an ardent wish to promote the general 

good of society." Can Bro. S. tell us when this change was made? 

He was made a mason in 1840; referring to that time he says: 

"Again: at that time, a rejected cand idate, having left the jurisdiction 
of the lodge which rejectea him, could apply to the lodge nearest his pr~sent 
place of residence, Many jnrisdictions now hold to the old rule, We have 
not fully settled upon the merits of this point, Sometimes we have thought 
that the application of a petition to a lodge does not gi ve that lodge any 
claim to him if they refused to recei ve 11 im. " 

The rule was then otherwise in Massachusetts and Maine, and in fact, as 

far back as we can trace it. 

This is his testimony in relation to public installations : 

" When we were a young mason, in the early forties , in Missouri, it was 
the common practice of lodges to have public installations in a church, and 
have a sermon, and after that, a first-class dinner at which the ladies accom
panied their husbands, fathers, and brothers, and we fai led to notice any 
bad effects from the practice; on the contrary, much good was done 
thereby," 
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We have seen no expression of opinion that they are not beneficial, except 

from those who form their opinions from theories, without having had 
opportunities to observe the actual effect. 

He gives the following masonic history: 

" Under the constitution of the Grand J"odge of England originally, when
ever it was desirable to form a new lodge, the Grand Master was authorized 
to issue a dispensation empowering the brethren to organize their lodge, 
select a suitable hall and furnish everything necessary for the proper work
ing of a lodge. Having completed all arrangements, the Grand Master was 
duly notified and he or his constituted deputy visited the premises and after 
a satisfactory inspection and approval a charter was issued empowering the 
lodge to proceed to business. 

"Under the d ispensation nothing conld be done other than to get ready 
for work. Gradually the custom crept into Masonry of allowing a lodge to 
do work and transact all regular business, and the dispensation now has 
become a provisional charter. 

" We do not know that such a paper as a dispensation is even iRsued for 
a lodge to work under except from the Grand Masters of American Grand 
Lodges." 

He "hits the nail on the heart" when he says of the system of Grand 

Representation, "In our opinion the' system' is not at fault, but the fault 

lies in the want of observance of the system." We think we would add , 

however, "as it was originally established. " 

In reply to a questioll of ours, he says: 

"In reference to our remarks that there were five Gntnd Lodge jurisdic
tions which' hold to personal jurisdiction after a profane has permanently 
left,' we refer him to Connecticut, Georgia, Missouri, North Carolina, West. 
Virginia. In our report of 1893, on page ninety-seven. we made the state
ment predicated npon replies made by the Grand Secretaries of these jnris
dictions to our inquiry, and as we have seen no denial we conclude it must 
be correct." 

It seems as if the Grand Secretaries mnst have misunderstood the question. 

The doctrine of exclusive territorial jurisdiction was first established when 

Provincial Grand Masters were appointed in this country. Those holding 
under the same Grand Lodge were given exclusive jurisdiction in specified 

territory. Bnt the idea that jurisdiction attaches to a profane by residence 

in a certain territory and follows him after he leaves that territory is in 
conflict with that whole doctrine. We believe that it is founded on a 

gross blundel'; as a man mnst reside in a certain territory a certain time 

before lodges in that territory have jurisdiction of him, it has been assumed 

that his old lodge continued to have jurisdiction, upon the false assump

tion that every man must be able at any time to apply somewhere-a 

blunder so manifest that we wonder that it was ever made. 
He apparently has come to no satisfactory conclusion as to the propriety 

of recognizing the Grand Dieta of Mexico. 
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FLORIDA, 1896. 

Upon the wrapper bringing us these Proceedings was the name" w. P. 

WEBSTER, Grand Secretary." We hastily tore it open, turned quickly to 

the Grand Master's address, and with heavy heart read the following: 

., The Sixty ·Seventh Annual Communicatiou is ushered in with gloom 
and sadness. The grim archer Death aimed his shaft at a shining mark and 
claimed for his victim, the gifted, the brilliant, the eloquent man and mason. 
Upon the very threshold of our meeting the funenl bell rings the sad requiem, 
and we are summoned on this afternoon to consign to Mother Earth all that 
is mortal of M. W. Past Grand Master Albert J. Russell, and, as a Grand 
Lodge, pay in the most fitting manner, that tribnte due to the memory of 
one so conspicuously eminellt in the history and councils of this Grand 
Lodge. 

"In the midst of his labors as Grand Secretary, preparing the work for 
this session, he was st ricken, and ,liter a brief perioJ in which no serious 
apprehension was felt, he sank rapidly for several clays, when the disease 
seemed stayed. Thereafter hope and fear held equal poise nntil the morn
ing of the 17th inst., when the summons came suddenly, and his spirit passed 
illto realms to mortals unknown, where we can confidently trust that the 
'trestle board' of his life's work will secure him an abundant entrance into 
the Eternal Grand Lodge above. 

"No public man of this state was more widely or favorably known than 
Albert J . Russell; few are they who have not been enraptured with his elo
quence. As an orator he WrtS ever in demand, until in every city and ham
let his name had become a household word. 

"He was earnest and zealous in every cause espoused by him. The Grand 
Lodge has lost one of its ablest members, and a fa ithful official ; Masonry 
au earnest advocate; humanity a warm sympathizer, and the church an ex
pounder of that truest religion which feeds the hnngry, soothes the affl icted 
and extends a helping hand to the unfortnnate. His bride of a few weeks 
is bereft of a kind, loving and devoted husband, and our hearts go out to 
her with the tenderest sympathies. " 

Bro. RUSSELL died only four clays before the meeting of the Grand Lodge. 

He was Grand Master in 1873, 1874 and 1875: and since then he bas been 

an active and a very effic ient member of the Grand Lodge. 
The Graud Master (JAMES W. BoYn) devotes the most of his address to 

local mrttters, but concerning the" Wisconsin proposition" says: 

" I do not fully concnr in the proposition. I do not agree to the prin
ciple that one lodge may have the power to create a debt and compel another 
to pay it, without previous assent thereto, and in this age of telegraphs and 
quick communicat ion I cannot see the potency of the excuse for it, even 
though it be strictly confined to actual necessities. A body of masons which 
wiII not contribute to the necessities of a worthy sojourner in d istress until 
they can commun icate with his lodge, it seems to me is not worthy to hold 
a masonic charter." 

A lodge tried an unaffiliated mason residing with in its jurisdiction for an 

offence there comm itted : for some defect in the proceedings, the Grand 

Lodge set aside the judgment and ordered a new trial: before the trial could 

be had the accused app lied for membership in another lodge, apparently for 

the pnl·pose of ousting the first lodge of jurisdiction; but the Grand Master 
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decided that that lodge still had jurisdiction and suspended the charter of 
the other lodge for its action in the premises. He thus states his rulings: 

" , When charges have been preferred in a lodge against a dimitted mason 
residing within the territory of such lodge, and the case upon appeal has 
been reversed by the Grand Lodge and the accused granted a new trial, 
such lodge has jurisdiction to re-try the accused under the original charges, 
notwithstanding the accused in the meantime, may have been admitted to 
membership in another lodge. ' 

" 'It is the duty of a lodge before admitting to membership a dimitted 
mason residing outside of her territorial limits, or one whose dimit antedates 
his resid ence within her territory, to Illake due inquiry as to his masonic 
standing of the lodge nearest his residence, or of the lod~:e granting his 
dim it, as the case illay be.' I, therefore, declared the action of the Grand 
Lodge, of which all particular lodges must take notice, continued the juris
diction of Withlacooche Lodge to re-try the accused under the charges thus 
pending, with the sa me power to abate, dismiss, or prosecute, as on the 
original trial, the trial, however, to be de novo. I also ruled that' No lodge 
can lawfully affiliate a dimiUed mason while under charges in another lodge, 
and any attempt to (10 so is void.' " 

These decisions were approved by the Grand Lodge and were mauifestly 
correct. The charter was restored, the committee saying: 

"It appears that Orient Lodge has disclaimed all intention of wrongful 
doing, has readily complied with the mandates of the Grand Master, has 
abated its action admitting the accused person to membership, and urges 
that the members acted under the supposition that the revcrsal of the judg
lIIent during the last session of the Grand Lodge terminated the case, and 
left the accused free of all charges and in the same masonic standing as he 
was before the proceedings were instituted." 

So fRr as we know, this case, in nearly all its features, is au entirely new 

one. 
It will be remembered that Past Grand Master ENOS WASGATE visited 

our Grand Lodge lRst year: we find the following in these Proceedings: 

P. G. M. Enos Wasgate tendered fraternal greetings from the State of 
Maine, as follows: 
"Most Worshipful Grand Master: 

"It was my privilege to meet the Grand Lodge of Maine at their seventy
fifth anniversary on the 8th day of May, last, and witness the ceremonies 
of that occasion, which were of a very interesting character. As it was 
necessary for me to leave the Grand Lorlge at the close of the Rnniversary 
ceremonies, the Most Worshipful Grand Master requested me to convey to the 
masons of Florida, through the Grand Lodge, the friendship, brotherl.v -love 
and esteem of the Grand Lodge of Maine, in language genial, eloquent an-d 
kind, and I take this occasion to communicate the same." 

The Grand Secretary says: 

"The reports from the various lodges show that, though the membership 
has not increased as we might have wished, and some of the lodges Rre more 
or less afflicted by the extreme financiRl depression from wbich the entire 
~tate is suffering, yet peace Rnd harmony prevail throughout the entire juris
diction, Rnd all seem hopeful that better times are in store for us." 

A petition WRS presented to the Grand Lodge alleging that the Spanish 
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Government, through its Captain General of Cuba, had issned a decree de
claring Masonry unlawful and closing all the lodges in the Island. 

The masonic doctrine in rela.tion to this was most admirably stat.ed by the 
Grand Orator, Bro. R. H. WELLER: 

"The latest fulmination against it since the utterance of Pope Leo xrrr, 
a year ago, has come to ns during this convocation, in the uplifting of the 
sword by the Captain-General of the Island of Cuba, closing, by arbitra ry 
power, all lodges of Free Masons on that Island. It is simply a stroke of 
absolutism against human freedom, aBd can only result, like other persecu
tions, in utter.impotence. Masonry is opposed only because it favors liberty 
in thought and life. In the quiet and firm confidence of its inherent strength 
to abide its time, Masonry has hurled back no dennnciations against its 
foes; it has broken no bonds of unity; it has always been true to lawful 
authority ; going steadily (JI1 its bencficent errand of peace and harmony; 
deriving its stn,ngth from its unshaken faith in one true and li vi ng God, 
and planning its life upon the foundation of His revealed woru. As an or· 
ganized body, it has never swerved from theRe principles, and whenever it 
has failed in its work, the failure has not been in the uncertain sound of its 
bugle call to duty, but in the shambling gait and unfaithfnlness of the 
weaker brethren. " 

The Committee on Jurisprudence considered the petition and their report 
was adopted: 

"The commun ication of Brother Figneredo to the Grand Secretary calls 
attention to the condi tiou of masons who belong to lodges in Cuba, which 
have been closed by thc arbitr",ry act of the Spanish Government, and de·· 
clared unlawful, and who des ire fraternal recognition while absent from 
their country during the continuance of the revolution, now g"oing on in the 
Island. The comm ittee recolllmend that such brethren, whenever it is prac
ticable, obtain certificates of their masonic stand ing from the Grand Secre
tary of the Grand Lodge of Cuba, with which this Grand Lodge holds frater
nal correspondence, aBd if they cannot be verified by the usual sRal, some 
other means of verification can be found with the aiu of well ·known breth
ren of Cuban birth who are members of lodges within our jurisdiction. 
Such a certificate of good standing, when its authenticity is satisfacturi ly 
established, should be received as evidence in behalf of the brother lawfu lly 
in possession of it, who possesses within himself the means of masonic rec
ogn ition, when he comes into ou r comlllunit ies, and desires to enjoy friendly 
and fraternal intercourse with his masonic brethren; but no authority exists 
to give such a certificate the forr.e of a dimit, while the lodges in Cuba are 
temporarily suppressed. Should the presellt unhapp . condition of things 
continue in Cuba, it lllay be necessary to consider whether any further ac
tion, in accordance with masollic usage, can be properly taken in behalf of 
our bretltren whose masollic privileges have been taken away, and whose 
lodges have been closed by an arbitrary and despotic act. At present, we 
can do little more than offer our sympathy, and express the hope that our 
brethren in Cuba may soon see their masonic homes again opened, and 
their lodges re-established. " 

We are not sure that there were any lodges in Cnba not under the obed i

ence of the Grand Lodge, and not recognized by it: if not, we hold that 
one, who "possesses within himself the means of masonic recognition," 
should not be required to furnish any certiticate as a pre-requisite to bemg 

hailed as a brother. It seems to us, too, that the suggest ion that he should 
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obtain a certificate' from the Grand Secretary is erroneons, because to give 

one would be a violation of law by that officer. 

This case suggests the question whether our present doctrine in relation 

to membership ought not to be somewhat modified. A member of a dol'· 

mant lodge, or a lodge suppressed for an indefinite time, is now excluded 

practically from nearly all lodge privileges. In the olden time, a mason 

could be a mem ber of more than one lodge, and such is the case now in 
many jurisdictions. Why cannot provision be made for temporary mem

bership of another lodge while one's membership in his own lodge is prac

tically extinct for the time being. 

No Report on Correspondence. 

GEORGIA, 1895. 

The Grand Master (JOHN P. SHANNON) delivered a very able and finely 

written address, showing that the mantle of his distinguished predecessors 
has fallen on worthy shoulders. 

Of the condition of the craft, he says : 

"Numerically, we may not have increased, but the personnel of the mem
lJershlp was never better. The dead branches have been lopped off, and 
the body of the masonic tree is living, growing, and bp.aring only healthy 
moral fruit. Good men and true have been added to our ranks, and to-day 
the eighteen thousand masons of Georgia stand a band of law-observing, 
God-fearing men, honored even by those who are ignorant of the mysteries 
of our Order, but who approve the practical workings of our ancient craft." 

He had performed many public ceremonies, and of them he says: 

" More than usual attention has been paid to public processions and the 
performance of the ceremonies of Masonry in the presence of those not 
members of our Order. I have been invited to all portions of the state to 
lay corner stoues, dedicate halls, and celebrate ' the festivals of our Patron 
Saints. So far as possible, I have accepted, and in person, in every section 
of this jUl'isdiction, have sought to uphold the standard of Masonry and to 
show to the outside world what Masonry really teaches. Most fraternally 
have I been received at every appointment, and most courteously have those 
not masons treated your representative. My heart has throbbed with pride 
whell noble men and gentle women would say, 'I love the Order more than 
ever, for it is the patron of morality and the defender of woman's honor.' " 

Among them was the laying of the corner stone of an "Orphan's Home," 

which the" Improved Order of Red Men" are building at Austel l. 

He says: 
"Thus you see, I have traveled in every part of the state. Many invita

tions could not be accepted, which I regret. My profession claimed much 
of my tllue, sickness in my family detained me when I was anxious to be 
with the craft, but when I could, I always did respond to every summons, 
coming from whatever lodge or whatever mason it might." 

In view of tbe death of the Governor of Massachusetts, hastened, if not 
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caused, by overwork in answering the calls upon him to attend celebrations 

and other public gatherings, where his presence was necessary only to give 

eclat to the occasion, it behooves our brethren to consider whether they, too, 
are not making too heavy demands upon the time and strenlith of our Grand 

Masters for the same purpose. There is no doubt that these demands have 
very largely increased with the growth of Masonry. We believe in masonic 

gatherings, and in having addresses by those who can interest and instruct 

the craft; but do not believe in expecting it all, or most of it, to be done by 
the Grand Master, whose purely official duties make such inroads upon his 
t ime. 

Re had granted sixty-seven dispensations; it would seem that the necessity 

for granting many of them might be avoided by general laws. 
·We find that some of the new lodges complained that the allowance to 

their representatives, should be limited to the amouut of their dues, while 

those of older and stronger lodges have full mileage and pe~' diem. The 

Grand Master well says, that they have no just ground of complaint, be

cause they knew what the law was when they took their charter. But we 

regard the policy as a bad one; it really reverses the policy upon which a 

part of the expenses of the representatives are paid by the Grand Lodge. 
The idea was that represen tation of lodges is for the benefit oj the whole crajt, 
and is a duty, the burden of which should be borne by the craft; but this 

more recent doctrine really assumes that it is for the benefit oj the lodge that 

it should be represented; moreover, it encourages weaker lodges to avoid be
ing represented, while they need it most. Representation and visitation are 

both matters in which all the craft are interested, and the stronger lodges 
should aid the weaker ones. 

The Grand Master rendered a large number of dec isions, but he says that 

the number of requests had decreased since the distribution of Akin's 

Manual and Digest. 

As he says, his decisions reported are (generally) a repetition of former 

decisions: he reports them for the sake of emphasizing them; to this may 
be added the placing of them before brethren who do not have the means of 

referring to the older Proceedings. 
We are rather snrprised to find that a member, snspended jar one yea r 

for lion-payment of dues, cannot re-instate himself during th e year by the 

payment of the arrears. While technically the non-payment of dues is 

an offence for which the party may be punished, yet the almost universal 
policy is either to re-instate the party or make him eligible for re-instatement 
the moment he pays his dues. 

The following is new to us, but is not law in Maine: 

"A petition for membership was read at a regular meeting. It was 
properly recommended and vouched for. At the next meeting one of the 
vouchers asked permission to withdraw his name as such. What is the proper 
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course to pursue? Held, that such a petition is an irregular one, ana 
should be withdrawn . It can be renewea, if th e candidate so desires, and 
it comes before the lodge again with the proper and regular voucher and 
recommender. Without both, the petition is not in a shape to be enter
tained by the lodge, and must be withdrawn or regarded as no petition at 
al l. " 

I" Maine, after a pet it ion has been received and referred, the lodge cannot 

be ousted of its jurisd iction by the withdrawal of one of the vouchers. 

The voucher relates on ly to the reception of the petitio~: after it bas been 
received , masonic law determines the course to be taken with it, and the 

office of the vouchers has terminated. 

The following are quoted, as reminders: 

" Masonry is not intended nor can it be used to promote the business in
tprests of any man, company or corporation, and any such endorsement, as 
Master of a Masonic Lodge, or by the lodge, is improper. 

"A lodge has no right to levy assessments on its membership fo r the 
purpose of responding to an appeal for aid, and make the assessments com
pulsory. Especially . is this true where there is nothing in the by-laws 
Huthorizing the levying of such assessments. The members of a lodge can 
agree to assess themselves in any amount, but the payment thereof is a 
voluntary act and cannot be made compUlsory . 

"A brother mason is in good standing, he becomes demented, is sent to 
a lunatic asy lnm, is afterwards unable to attend to his mason ic obligations. 
How shal l he be reported to the Grand Lodge? Held, he should be reported 
as in good standiug, and his dues remitted. He is ne ither dead, suspended 
nor expelled, but is in such mental condition as that no dues could be legally 
collected from him, therefore, he should be borne on our rolls as in good 
stancling and without any dues chargeable therefor. 

"A brother is elected Master of his lodge, served one year, is re·elected. 
Is he at the time of bis election or the commencement of the second year a 
Past Master. Held, that he is. A Past Master is one who has been elected 
and install ed Master of a masonic lodge, and as such entitled to the honors 
of a Past Master, whether re-elec ted or not." 

If paym ent of dues were a mere condition of membership, a lunatic might 

technically be held to forfeit it: but as non-payment of dues is made a 

masonic offence, anel as a lunatic cannot be tried for an offence, it is man

ifest that he does not lose his membership, even if a lodge should be so un

mason ic as to be willing to deprive him of it. 

A South Carolina lodge tried, for an offence committed within itsjurisdicioll , 

and convicted, a member of a Georgia lodge. The latter lodge brought tbe 
case to the attention of the Grand Lodge, and by its instruction, Grand 

Master SHANNON subm itted to Grand Master DENDY the action of the Grand 
Lodge of Georgia, to the effect that its lodge had jurisdiction in the case 

and that the Grand Lodge of South Carolina direct its lodge to request the 

Georgia lodge to try the case. The Grand Lodge of South Carolina re
viewed the proceedings and held that the action of its lodge was in conformity 
to masonic law, and, in its name, disclaimed all discourtesy toward the Georgia 

lodge, but declined to grant the latter's request. Grand Master SHA N-
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NON thereupon accepted the situation , and , through the Grand Secretary, 

notified all the Georgia lodges of the suspension of the accused. As we 

have already stated, we hold that the position of the Grand Lodge of South 
Carolina was correct : but we desire to commend the action of both Grand 

Lodges as a model of the manner in which masonic differences should be 

discussed and decided. 

The Grand Lodge purchased onfl t housand copies of Akin's Digest for 
j) l,OOO and distributed the most of them among the lodges, and the Grand 

Mastel' says that it has " proven of incalculable benefit." In this connec

tion he says: 

" No masonic ceremony is more impress ive than funeral services, and 
. those contained in Akin's Manual are the best I ever saw, and to render 
thern correctly each mason attending a burial service should have a copy . 

• , The ceremonies in this Manual for Lodge of Sorrow a re extremely 
beautiful. Considering these facts, I respectfully recommend that if Bro. 
Akin can have the Funeral Servic.es, Lodge of Sorrow Ceremonies and the 
Opening, Closing and Burial Odes, all printed in pamphlet form with paper 
backs, at a cost of five cents each, that the Grand Lodge purchase from him 
ten thousand copies, and furnish the same to subordinate lodges at ac tual 
cost. " 

He urges the rebinding of the volumes of the Grand Lodge Proceedings 

for the previous years. 

He strongly argues in favor of inaugurating measures looking to the es
tablishment of a Masonic Home. 

Under the head of "Necrology," he thus refers to Bro. Fox amollg 

others: 

" From the Grand Lodge of Maine comes the sad news of the death of 
Grand Treasurer Frederick Fox, which OCCUlTed June 5, 1895. 11e was 
stricken while performing the sacred duty of dedicating a memorial build
ing. His brethren declare him to have been 'a public spirited citizen, a 
s incere believer in religion, and a friend to the friendless.' Such men never 
die . They live in the hearts of those who come after them. Georgia joins 
Main e in honoring such a mason and cherishing his memory. And in this 
connection we note with the keenest appreciation the reference made by th9 
Committee on Foreign Correspondence of the same Graml J.odge, to tbe 
death of our brother, Charles R. A rmstl'ong, refel'l'ing to the fact that Bro. 
Armstrong in replying to a letter received from the brother in Maine, 
written immediately after the close of tbe civil war, says : that Brother 
A rmstrong's letter shows' not only that he was a true masoll, but that there 
is in Masonry something beyond human attributes.' " 

A tablet had been erected in the East of the Hall to the memory of Grant! 

Master DAYIDSON; it was unveiled with appropriate ceremonies. 

Past Grand Master SAMUEL D. IltVIN was unable to be present, and a let

ter from him was spread upon the record; he had been a mason fifty years, 

and had attended the Grand L odge in 1847- forty-eigbt years previously. 

This Granel Lodge does not allow its lodges to expel from Masonry: they 

can only try the case, and send the proceedings to the Grand Lodge for its 
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action: at this session forty-three were expelled for unmasonic conduct, and 

thirty-eight for non-payme,nt of dues after having been suspended for a year. 
Duplicate cha rters were issued in s ix instances to replace burned charters. 

The work of the Third degree was exemplified by the conferring of the 
same npon an actnal candidate by the District Deputies: a lodge furnished 

the cancl idate and reqnested that he " be raised for them. " 
The question of building a Masonic Home was submitted to the lodges, 

and each one was requested to determine and state how much it would con

tribute for the purpose. 

In this connection we note that the amount received for dues during the 

year was 1j) 16,008.35, and the pay·roll amounted to !l;14,431.52. 

The addresses delivered at the unveiling of the tablet are given in the ap
pendix. They a re of an unusually high degree of excellence. 

The Report on Correspondence (129 pp.), as heretofore, was prepared in 

three parts; one by Bro. A. Q. MOOIJY, one by Bro. W. E. MIJMFolw, and 

the other by Bro. W. S. RA!I SAY. 

Bro. MOODY confiiles himself literally to a narra tive of sayings and doings 

which are sure of in teresting the lDasons of his state. 

In his open ing Bro. MUMFORD says: 

" I am not playing the role of cenSOl· marum, and indeed I hope I never 
shall. I a m so mewhat foncl of criticism of the right sort, but my nature is 
utterly abhorrent to hyper-criticism. In the pen-paintings of this poor hand 
I would not besmeitr the canvas of life, but endeavor to produce transparency 
that the sun may unobstructedly shine through. 

" In this journey through the proceedi1Jgs of my lodge territory I shall, 
therefore, look for the good and not the bad, and in my wooing shall seek 
the sunshine and not the shadow, and in my calling shall clip the roses and 
not the thorns! How oft 'tis true that a man has to die to have good things 
said of him. Were half the good things said of the dead, whispered in their 
ears while Ii ving, there would be fewer heartaches and premature goings to 
yonder world of deep night and. hidden scenes of mystery ." 

He so rarely departs from the rule thus annollnced, that reading his re

port Illust put one in good humor, unless his nature is very pessimistic. 
We quote: 

"Prayer having been solemnly uttered in short and pointed way-a real 
virtue found in few of the public addresses to the Heavenly throne of Grace 
-the Grand Master addressed the assembled brethren." 

* * * * * * * * * 
" Now, is this not good to the use of edification. How easy it is to growl 

and complaill. timely, if there is anyone thing that has always impressed 
me about a lIlasonic gathering it is the spirit of good cheer that always pre
vails. " 

* * * * * * * * * 
" Let noble speakings of the virtues of the dead continue for the ber.efit 

of the living. ::inch utterances as to the worth of a true man fa il not in 
stirring other human hearts to noble acticn. It is t his vein of speaking of 
the virtues of the dearl that canse t he wayworn p ilgrims of earth to cry out 
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singly and in multitudes: 'Let me die the death of the righteous and let 
my last end be like his. ' " 

* * * * * * * * * 
"The prerogative of • Making a Mason at Sight" is as old as 1.he craft, 

and given to a Grand Master , has rarely been exercised, but the Grand 
Master of Mississippi, for the first t ime in the history of the craft of that 
state, exercised this high prerogative and made a noble captai n of the sea a 
mason at s ight on his ve~se l in the port of Biloxi. On June 1st, at sea, a 
lodge of Free and Accepted Masons was organized and opened by this Gmnd 
Master, composed of seven members, and Captain George Maddrell, master 
uf the British Steamship Company of York, had conferred upon him at one 
time all the degrees of the Blue Lodge. " 

We are not sure that the line between the dashes in our first extract 

comes clearly withiu his rule; but if not, its truth will excuse his departure. 

Of " Saloon keeping" he says : 
"No saloon keeper can get the degrees of Masonry in :\1iss iss ippi. This 

is right and should be the universal law of th e masonic world. The Grand 
Master had some trouble with one lodge in enforc ing the law during the 
year, and was requested to visit the lodge in person. The law was upheld 
and several saloon-keeping masons were expelled and appealed to tbe Grand 
Lodge, but it was no use, the action of the lodge in expelling was sustained, 
and Mississippi YIasonry stands pledged to a higher moral tone in Ancient 
Craft Masonry. The orphan makers should not be allowed to use Masonry 
to furnish further cloak of respectability to It horridly bad business. A 
man who' makes merchandise of the temptabi lity of his neighbor' should 
not be allowed masonic rights, evell if the state does give him license." 

In his review of Maine : 

"On the threshold of the Grand Lodge I met the open, frank countenance 
of Most Worshipful Horace H. Burban k, Grand Master, whose features 
adom the printed page of the present volume of Proceedings. Alongside, 
on the opposite page, the face of Henry R . Tay lor, Past Grand Master, ap
pears. This is the seventy-sixth annual communication of the Grand Lodge, 
and the attendance of officers and members is quite large. 

" The Grand Master' s address is, of course, the feature of the first day's 
pro';eedings, and his opening words are full of cordial greetillg. I love its 
gratitude to God and our Father." 

* * * * * * * * * 
"This Grand Master fin ishes his ad lllirable address in exhortation against 

the s ins of drunkenness, slander, profanity and neglect of civil duty alllong 
masons. I wish I had space for a ll he sa.vs on these subjects, but I gladly 
reproduce here his remarks on slander and profanity, and I do hope they 
will have wider reading by virtue of my copying them. They who love truth 
and seek righteousness will do well to read." 

Bro. RAM SA Y more nearly adopts and most successfuily carries out the 

plan of Bro. MOODY. 

But h e cannot pass Bro. VAUX without a just tribute to his memory: 

"Though in his seventy-ninth year, his mind was as vigorous as when, 
thirty years ago, he cheered the craft by his splendid utteranceR, and spoke 
words of hope to the despondent hearts . . A more un ique or original char
acter than Bro. Vaux does not adorn the history of Pen nsylvania in a ll of 
her illustrious dead. Whether as statesman, philanthropist or mason, he 
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was born to be a leader, and as such has been recognized since his early 
manhood. His last report abundantly proves that he stood in the front 
rank of the corps of conespondents. He was ever fearless and outspoken, 
having in view always the best interests of Masonry and the good of his fel
low-men. The loss of such a Ma~ter in Israel is a calamity to the masonic 
fraternity. 

" He possessed in an extreme degree that wealth of broth erly affection 
that tempered even his criticisms with kindness and made the hen,rt glad 
upon whom he bestowed his kindly words of praise. His In,st report comes 
to us as a loving message from the far .. off shore. Being dead he yet speaketh 
to us, reminding us thn,t 'ill an hour ye think not the Son of Man cometh.' " 

Of Bros. CONKon and FrllzzELL, he says: 

"Geo. C. Connor, the peerless Chairman of the Committee on Correspond
ence, whose reports were models of all that could be asked for, in research, 
brave utterances, and faithfnl defence of all that pertains to the interest of 
~·Jasonry, at home and abroad, n.nd John Frizzell, who did more to place 
Tennessee in the front rank of Masonry, as Grand Mastel' and fn. ithful Grn.nd 
Secretary for twenty-six years, than any living mason." 

And in his conclusion: 

"A carefnl inspection of the year's masonic work reveals many things of 
interest to the reader. A remarkable degree of harmony exists among the 
craft. Unity prevails to an unusual extent. Masonry has passed through 
a year of scn.rcity and financial depression; a yen.r of stagnation in every 
bnsiness in every department, and a year of gren.t political upheavals, but 
n.m id it all, she sits serenely and witnesses her finances in a healthy condi
tion, peace ~nd prosperity within her walls, and a spirit of contentment 
amid her thonsands of votaries." 

* * * * * * * * * 
" We now close the work of the year with the fond hope that the fnture 

of Masonry may be as prosperons as the past, and that its benign influence 
may increase, teaching to mankind everywhere its sublime truths of Faith, 
Hope and Charity, with its sweet lessons of Brotherly Love, Morality and 
}<'riendship. " 

IDAHO, 1895. 

The Grand Lodge held two Emerge! lt Comlllunications-one to bury Pn.st 
l:rand Secretary JAMES H. WIC IO~ HSIlAM, and the ot·her to bury Past Grand 
Master EUWARD A. STEVENSON. 

The portrait of the retiring Grant! Master (ADELBERT B. CLAR K) is given 
as n. frontispiece. 

He says that peace and harmony prevn.il throughout the jurisdiction; he 
deprecates the too free use of intoxicating liquors, and denounces gn.mbling 
as " the most vicious and demoralizing practice known to mankind." In 
his visitn.tions of lodges he had found many who expect others to do the 
work. He well says, "Every man, who has been made a mason, owes the 
craft a debt, and there are too many, who are not even paying the interegt 
on that debt." This is too true, although we hold that the amount of 
masonic work which each mason is bound to do, depends upon the circum-

App. 4 G. L. 
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stances in which he is placed: be is told in the charge at bis initiation tbat 
"Although your frequent appearance at our regular meetings is earnestly 
solicited, yet it is not meant that Masonry should interfere with your neces
sary vocations, for these are on no account to be neglected." This is in 
sharp contrast to what has preceded it: the clut ips we owe to God, our 
neighbor and onrselves are set forth with no qualify ing words, and those 
duties every mason is bound to perform for himself: but the performance 
of these superior duties will make a man a true mason, even if he is unable 
to do masonic work in the lodge. 

The Grand Lodge accepted an in vitation to attend, infu rmally, a lecture 
on free silver; and immediately afterwards accepted an invitation to visit 
the penitentiary. 

The new Grand Secrctary, JONAS W. BROWN, is evidently a first class 
business officer, but his report seem to us unnecessarily harsh towards his 
predecessor' s Deputy. 

The Grand lIraster endorsed the Wisconsin proposition, and tbe Grand 
Lodge adupted it. We greatly regret that this Grand Lodge should subvert 
the landmarks by substituting the modern doctrine of purchased relief for 
the old doctrine of masonic charity. 

Bro. CHA RLES C. STEVENSON delivered a beautiful address, !Bade more so 
by the" decoration of the lodge room wi th beautiful fl owers, " for which a 
votA of thanks was unanimously tendered" the ladi es of Ada Chapter, No. 
8, O. E. S." 

A Senior Warden, acting as Master, allowed a candidal.e to be balloted for 
without a report of the Investigating Committee, and initiated him. He was 
severely censured, and a r ecommendation t11<1t the" Grand Lodge legalize 
the action of the lodge by bealing" the candidate was adopted. We regard 
the latter as unnectlssary : the cand idate was lIlade a mason : there wati no 
irregularity in the making, and it is only sitch an irregularity that needs 
healing. 

The Grand Lodge had recently adupted a ritlml; in spite of many ob
stacles, the Grand Lecturer (FREn. G. ;)10CK), by his perseverance, efficiency 
and courteous treatment, had succeeded admirably in getting it used : of 
course there were some brethren whose" old work" was the only work, 
but he seems to have succeeded even with them. He says unifo rmity of 
work will come at an early date, but not so soon, perhaps, as sOllle might 
wish. 

In 1883, this Grand Lodge adopted resolutions prohibiting the admission 
of members of the Mormon Church: in 1894 , a resolution was offered tu re
peal the resolu tions of 188ll; action was postponed until this communication , 
and the lodges direc ted to consider it and instruct their repre~entatives how 
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to vote upon it; in 1895, the repealing resolution was taken up, and, after 
discussion, was adopted. 

As we proceed in our examination, we conclude that the Grand Secretary 
is justified in the apparent harshness of his report, for we find that the for
iller Deputy Grand Secretary was tried for gross unmasonic conduct by his 
lodge, and suspended for one year; but the Grand Lodge, on reviewing the 
case, changed the sentence to expulsion, the committee say ing that the pen
alty inflicted by the lodge was totally inad equate. considering the enormity 
of the offence committed. 

I 

Upon the recommendation of the Grand Master, the Deputy Grand Master 
was made elective insteftd of appointive as heretofore. The per capita dues 

were also reduced from one dollar to fifty cents. 

Electrotype portraits of Bros. STEVENSON and VVJC KERSIIAM ftre inserted 

in the Dt'oceedings, with a biographical sketch of each. 

The Heport on Correspondence (i2 pp.) was presented by Bro. CIIA RLES 
C. STE\'BNSON, now Gra nd Secretary. It is his eighth, and though brief 
there is very much in it. He evidently believes that reading, study ing and 
thinking are necessary in order to produce a good repor t. 

In his open ing, he says : 
"For the eighth time it has become my province to submit to you a re

port of the transactions of our sister Grand Lodges of America. "\V'hile the 
task of reviewing is fttte nd ed with much labor , still the pleasure of mingling 
with the great wri ters of Masonry more thftn compensates for ftll the toiL 
There are some of the grandest men, Rome of the most polished and learned 
authors of the world within the mftsonic corps reportoriaL If all of our 
brethren could have the privilege of listening to the words of wisdom that 
fall from these men's mouths or read those that flow from their pens, the 
condition of the crftft would be much benefited, but impossible as this may 
be, the defect is, in a measure, supplicd by tho correspondents who annually 
lay before their respective Grand Lodges resumes of the transactions of the 
masonic world, This we have done this year, I hope honorably, and that 
the report will be producti ve of some profit and pleasure to the dear breth
ren of Idabo." 

He thus endorses Bro. l'lLLA:-rS and his views: 

" He is outspoken in his opposition to the cypher system, and we honestly 
believe if the thinking, learned masons of intlucnce and standing through
out the United States would take a like stftnd, the use of these disturbers of 
good work wonld soon be lessened a nd the fraternity generally be greatly 
benefited, " 

He is gmnd nephew of the veteran JO N,\THAN D. STEVENSO~, of California, 
recently deceased, who had been a mason over seventy-two years, and we 
believe son of Pa~t Grand Master SmvENsoN. "Blood tells," 

We endorse the following-all oj it-and commend it to the considera

tion of many of our Grand Masters and Grand Lodges, whose zeal is in dan
ger of overriding their judgment and involving them in difficnl ty: 
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" We agree with Bro. Clark that' courteous disagreement is beneficial to 
the craft . ' W e have a perfect right to d isagree, and disagreeing, we are cer
tainly at liberty to express our views for so doing. 'Ve know nothing about 
the brother's lack of knowledge of gold or silver minillg and care little about 
it for the reason that it does not enter in to the subject at issue. We do not 
believe in the infa llibili ty of any person on ear th and cannot bring ourselves 
to the opinion that anyone man may know it all about anyone subject. 
Bro. Sta toll may be possessed of almost supernatural knowledge of Kentucky 
Homes, but we cannot accept that as a reason why the Idaho Heporter or 
a ny other brother may not express his opin ion regarding Masonic Homes or 
the care and disposition of funds for charitable purposes. The writer be
lieves that at best many Masonic Homes are expensive luxuries. Idaho 
may some day establish a Home, but when she does she will have on hand 
ample means to satisfactorily and successfully equip end maintain the in
stitution. We don' t inveigh against Masonic Homes because there can bn 
no good in such establishments, but we do believe that many a Grand 
J~odge gOES enthusiastically yet thoughtlessly into the Home business only to 
find itself involved in debt and its usefulness thereby impaired. We have 
thus expressed our opinion once more, and we cannot imagine that Bro. 
Staton will be disturbed in any manner thereby. If he is we wnl s\1l'ely 
feel much concerned, for we enter tain the highest regard fo r the distin
guished Kentuckian." 

In his review of Maine (lS04) he says : 

" Under Alabama, Bro. Drummond considers the two systems practiced 
now in this country concerning the progress of candidates through the de
grees. One, the newer system, requires the candidate to layover a lunar 
month between degrees. The other makes the lodgeR judges of the time 
and through their Masters of determining when a candidate has made sui t
able proficiency . 'Tis true, under the latter , the degrees are conferred more 
rapid ly, for it is a poor candidate that cannot learn the lectures in less than 
a month, but we believe with our Maine brother, that greater proficiency is 
acquired under the old system than under the more modern one . Idaho 
practices the old system. Her candidates must pass an examination in open 
lodge and the lectures mnst be learned and recited -i n toto. The result is 
we have bright ritualistic masons, and many more would he brighter if we 
could prevail on them to drink from that living well of masonic literature 
and learn the reason why." 

He says -l urtl)er : 

" We disagree wi th om learned brother on one point , and that is that in 
our opinion it is perfectly proper for a lodge t() use its funds in paying the 
premium upon a life insurance policy of ,t sick ;tnd needy brother . The 
lodge can lose nothing. In the event of death, th e amount paid in pre
miums can he returned out of the proceeds of the policy. This is the hard , 
practical way of looking at it, but the broad, char itable view commends the 
carrying out of the intent ion of the needy broth el', formed probably under 
more affluent circumstances. " 

Oh no, he does not disagree with us : a policy of insurance is good security 
for a loan; the proposition to which we object was to pay the premiums as 

a matter of chal'ity and not as a loan. 

He says : 

"Idaho, Bro. DrumUlond, does not favor the election of a new Master by 
dispensation, in case of the non-installation of the Master elect. Here the 
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old Master holds over, and in case of his death or non-attendance, the Senior 
Warden becomes acting Master. We were Master of Boise Lodge when 
this decision was made by Grand Master Ainslie, who refused to grant a 
dispensation, ann we had to hold over. We think Missouri ad heres to the 
same doctrinp." 

Of course, it is competent for a Grand Lodge to make such a law: but we 

regard it as altogether more business-like to provide in some way for a new 

election, when one already had amounts to nothing : in almost all cases it 

is better for the lodge. 

We do .. at know but that we had beUer go back and cross out what we 

have written about tbe invitation to visit the penitentiary, lest Bro. STEVEN

SON ask us if chestnuts do not grow on trees in Maine. However, it seems 

that others have had scruples about such an invitation, for he says: 

" One mem bel' of the Grand Lodge begged to be excused from visi ting 
the prison, and facetiollsly remarked that if they got him there, he might 
be kept, because he was a Missourian, and hence a suspicion that he aright 
be an unreconstructed left wing, etc. The brother was accordingly ex
cused." 

He hits the nail squarely (,n the head in the following: 

"Now, come, Bro. Robbins and a few other writers, and condem n the 
action taken, ridicule the so called' Treaty of Monterey' and charge that 
the Gran Dieta is not a symbolic Grand Body; that it derives its existence 
from the Scottish rite and that it permits women to become members of its 
subord inate lodges. It matters little by what name the settlement of the 
differences between Texas and Mexico mfty be known, as long as harmony 
is restored and brotherly love permitted to exercise its benignant sway. 
:Freemasonry is not wholly confined to the York rite, and we believe that a 
lodge established under the Scottish rite in a conntry where the prevailing 
masonic law permits it to be done is just as lawful and its masons as regular 
as any lodge under the York rite, provided said lodge assumes control of no 
other than the three symbolic degrees. As to the third objection it is stated 
, t hat while there are lodges of women similar to the I';astern Stftr, no lodge 
under the jurisdiction of the Gran Dieta admitted women.' We think that 
the Gran Dieta sbould authoritatively deny this charge, which, if true, 
woultl necessarily debar that body from masonic recognition. Otherwise 
we believe the Gran Dieta to be regular, and s incerely hope that it will be 
instrumental in restoring peace to that troubled country where the beneficial 
influences of .FreemaSonry are sorely needed." 

He dissents from the proposition of Bro. VAUX that ft one-armed mason 

cannot be Master of a lodge. We have discussed this heretofore" and will 

only repeat that a masonic office is of such a character that we agree with 

Bro. VAUX, that one not physically competent to perform its duties is in

eligible. 

ILLINOIS, 1895. 

The portrait of the retiring Grand Master (LEROY A. GODDA UD), to eyes 

which wear spectacles, seems that of a younger man than one would expect 

to be Grand Master of Illinois: but his account of his official action shows 

that he had ably and effec tively administered the affairs of the craft. 
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His address is a compact and conci&e statement of his official acts, nearly 
all of which are of only local interest. 

He suspended one charter , because the lodge held a meeting ou Sunday 
for work, iu violation of Grand Lodge la w, and upon his recommendation 
the Grand Lodge revoked it. 

He urged the recognition of the Grand Lodge of the Island of Cuba : this 
portion of his address was referred to the Committee on Correspondence : 
but at a later t ime in the session, Bro. WALTER A . STEVENS oll'ered in Grand 
Lodge a resolut ion of recogni t ion, which was discussed fully and then re
fen'ed to the Committee on Jurispmdence. We shall look next year with 
much interest for its r eport, as Illinois is one of the very few jurisdictions 
which have not recognized that Grand Lodge. Whether the closing of its 
subord'inates and of itself by governmentftl order, as stated in our review of 
:Florida, should have any bearing, is a very nice cj uestion : however, t he 
status may be ent irely changed by the t ime the committee are called upon 
to report. 

The Grand Master seems to have imbibed some of the ideas of a fe w, who 
have concluded that Masonry can be improved by making it conform to their 
views ; he says : 

"A number of requests have been received for more light in regard to 
conducting funera l ceremonies ; whether or not the lodge should be regularly 
opened, and if so, should it be called off before the brethren in procession 
leave the lodge hall fo r the public ceremony. 

" A lodge is either at labor 0 1' refreshment when not closed. 'When at labor 
it is supposed to be tiled from the public. The only fo rm we are taught of 
calling oll' is from labor to refreshment; hence it does not appeal' consistent 
for a lodge to perform a funeral ceremony in either condition. The ques
tion, from cOlTespondence received, seems to be engaging t he attention of 
other jurisdictions. I believe some fo rlll of inst ruction should be approved 
by the Grand Lodge, direc ting th at, for masonic funeral services, and for 
all other public masonic ceremonies, the Grand Master, or the Worshipful 
Master, with the assistance of the other officers allel brethren; should pro
ceed to conduct such service without opening the lodge, permitting none t o 
assist except those duly qualified. His action should be reported at the 
next stated meeting and a record made. " 

If he had taken masonic usage-the original source of all masonic law
into consideration he would have perceived his error. H owever, the com
mittee say that the Burial service adopted by the Grand Lodge is plain, and 
there is no necessity for any change. 

He argued against the doctrine of perpetual jurisdiction, but the commit

tee say: 

"Your committee has given the views of the Grand Master submitted in 
his annual address upon this subject due consideration. The question is one 
that has frequen tly received the attention of this Grand Lodge. The mat
ter was under consideration at the last session (pp. 84-5-6- 7, Proc. 1894) . 
In all cases, however , this Grand Lodge has decided to adhere to the uniform 
and well settled policy of its present governing code in regard to this sub-
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ject , as set forth in Section 2, Art icle XI, Par t Second, which, among other 
things, prescribes ' that every lodge possesses exclusive jurisdiction over its 
unfinished work and rejected material, wheresoever they may be dispersed. ' 
Exacting a strict compliance with this law on the part of every lodge of its 
obedience, and guaranteeing li ke rights under the same statnte to the lodges 
of sister jurisdictions, in so far as their rights may be infringed by a lodge 
in Illinois. Your committee is of the opinion that the observance of this 
system of inter-jurisdicti onal comity tends to protect the rights of individual 
brethren, promot.e harmony, and conserve the principles of a common brother
hood. 

" Your commi ttee is also of the opinion that a change in so impor tant ann 
long established featllre of t he general masonic law, would be in the nature 
of an ' innovation ,' a lld not warranted by the best interests of the craft at 
la rge. therefore unwise and not desirable. " 

Of the Wisconsin circu lar he says : 

" To undertake by legishtt ion to adopt a compulsory system of relief or to 
establish on a contract or business bas is a plan for dispensing masonic 
charity, impresses me as a new departure. There are other benevolent in
stitutions organized on the mutual or co-operative plan, whose fixed charges 
are based on this principle, b ut it will not be cla imed that such was ever 
embodied in thl: plan of Masonry." 

The committee endorse his pos ition: 

"The views expressed by the Grand Master npon this subject are, in the 
opinion of your committee. in accord wi th the principles and tenets of 
Masonry, and commend themselves to the favorable consideration of the 
Grand Lodge. As th e Grand Master in t imates, to undertake by legislation 
to adopt a compulsory system of relief or to dispense masonic charity on a 
contract or business ba.~ i s ' is a new departure and is cont rary to the princi
ples of the Instituti on.' " 

These three reports were adopted by t he Grand Lodge. 
The Grand Lodge, during its session, laid the corner stone of the " North

ern Illinois Stttte Normal School Building." Constituent lodges and com
manderies were in attendance, in all about fi v.e thousand masons. The 
corn, wine and oil were brought from J erusalem, by M. W. Bro. JOHN C. 

SM I TH . Other Orders joined in the procession. Th e Governor of the state 
was present and made a brief address. 

'The Grand Lodge of New Zealand was recognized . 
. . ,various amendments to the Grand Lodge by-laws were proposed, one of 

which abolished all jurisdiction over a candidate in consequence of a rejec
tion, in this respect going to the extreme of leaving a r('jected candidate prc
c.isely as if he had never been rejected: we may be in error as to its scope, 
bri t we have given it as we understand it: it will not come up for action t ill 

next year. 

The following amend ment to the by-laws was adopted: 
"Section 2. When a controversy shall arise between lodges, or between 

a lodge and its Master, or charges be preferrcd, or an informal complaint 
be made, the same may be filed with the Grand Lodge, if in session, or dur
ing recess be lodged with the Grand Master ; if the matter be deemed by 
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him of a sufficiently grave character to warrant investigation, he may pro
ceed in person, or appoint a commission of not more than seven, nor less 
than three Masters, or Past Masters, with, if consistent, the District Deputy 
Grand Master as Chairman, to in vestigate such charges or complaill ts; such 
commission shall have authority to summon witnesses, and shall have snch 
other power as may be specially delegated to them by the Grand Master; 
and said commission shall make such report, and give such opinion to the 
Grand Master as will enable him to make a final decision. 

"Nothing in this article ,shall be construed to anthorize the Granel Master 
to deprive a brother disciplined under its provi. ions, of the rights and priv
ileges of Masonry for a longer period than during the recess of the Grand 
Lodge. " 

We may not understand this, bnt if we do, we do not like so much of it 

as makes the decision of the Grand Master final in case of discipline of in

dividuals, and still limits his power to suspension for so brief a time. We 

much prefer the provisions in our const itution, which authorize the Grand 

Master to bring sucll cases before the Urand Lodge, and to suspend the ac

cused till the Grand Lodge meets. Of course, this is not done without in

vestigation similar to the one expressly provided for in this Illinois by-law. 
This course has been assailed on the ground that it is punishing a mason 

twice for the same offence; the absurd ity of this contention is shown by 

the fact that it is constantly done under the civil law, which expressly 

prohibits a second punishmellt for the same offence, and the other fact that 

these very objectors see no impropriety in sllspemling a Mastel' from offi ce 

pending an investigfltion, and then removing him from office fl8 a result of 

the in vestigation. 

The Grand Orator, JOHN C. BLACK, delivered a very eloquent oration on 

the past growth of civilization, and the prospect of its future growth-seeing 

a practicfll millennium in the near future, in which universal peace would 

be a prominent feature. I-Ie closes as follows: 

" Brethren, am I optimistic? Is this thing possible? Do fl ll men dwell 
in barmony in the lodges? Why should not all men, knowing each other, 
lovi ng each other, speak ing a common speech, dwell in a mighty lodge 
whose pillars are set upon the borders of the world? 

"Is this but a dream! Better to have dreamed it than never to have felt 
its thrill ! Better to have believed in fancies that render such a future pos· 
sible than to have lived and died in a dull,despflir that never anticipates the 
end of strife! Better the fancies of the masonic brotherhood than the stag
nation of a ray less, hopeless future!" 

At this writ,ing, the s igns of the times do not indicate the near approach 

of the day which our brother in his prophetic vis ion saw; but let us hope 

that they are merely clouds, which will utterly disappear before the lustre 

of the sun which sooner or later will surely rise! 

A pleasing incident was the installation of Bro. A DUI E. STEVENSON, 

Vice President of the United States, as Grand Orator. As he was obliged 

to leave before the hour fixed for the installation of the Grand Officers, he 
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was installed by Grand Mastel' GODDARD in advance; he made a brief speech 

in acknowledgment of the honor of the appointment and installation. 

The Report Oll Correspondence (310 pp.) was presented by Bro. JOSE PI-I 

ROBBINS . 

. We copy his conclusions in relation to th ree matters as a statement of our 

own views, in Bro. HonnINS'S forcible sty le: 

" The question of jnrisdiction over rejected material is still a bnrning one 
and is threatening to some extent the friendly relations of Grand Lodges. 
The generally adverse action on the uniform rules tentatively proposed by 
Mississippi, for a variety of reasons well set forth by Past Grnnd Master 
Speed, their author, to be found in our review of that jurisdiction, indicates 
that as yet the craft is far from being sufficiently impressed with the gravity 
of the situation to even apprO;1Ch a consensus of opinion. It is a iready be
ginning to be more cleal'ly seen that the main question involved-apart from 
the foundation which the doctrine of perpetual jurisuiction, or perpetual 
'masonic objection,' as the lamented Vaux preferred to call it, may have 
in the landmarks-is not whether a wrongdoer may repent or an unfit can
(Hdate outgrow his unworthiness, but that it is one in whieh Masonry, not 
the candidate, is the ch ief factor; the question whether the masonic acts of 
a lawfully const ituted lodge working in conformity to the regulations of the 
Grand Lodge which is concecjed to be for it the lawful interpreter of masonic 
law, are entitled to full faith and cred it. When th is comes to be generally 
realized on both sides a peacef{ll modus vivendi will not be far off. 

"The \Visconsin proposition relative to masonic rel ief wbich marks, we 
trust, the high water marks of a tenrlcncy to convert Masonry into a mutual 
benefit or insurance sor.iety, has already engaged the attention of many 
Grand Lodges. Wholly bad jn itself, as we regard it, bec,lUse it subverts 
one of the fundamental princjples of the fraternity, we think its being put 
forth in good faith for the subscription of Grand Lodges has been beneficial, 
and that the result is reassuring. It is true that several Grand Lodges have 
g iven more or less countenance to the proposition, but in the great majority 
the expression has not only been ad verse, but couched in terms as to leave 
no doubt of their being safely grounded in the charitable faith as set forth 
in the primary engagements of the craft. It has done good by startling 
masons into a realization of the extent to which the environment of Masonry 
has influenced its char itable methods, dangerously strengthen ing the in
sidious departure from the ma,sonic plan which comes out of the convenience 
of compounding for personal service with money and the distribution of 
alms by proxy. 

"Quite separate from this, yet a llied to it in this, that they both have a 
commercial root, is the wide departure of the craft from the landmarks in 
its legislation against nun-affiliates. It is but a poor satisfaction to say • I 
told you so, ' bnt as we pointed out the dangerous tendency of the legislation 
of many Grand I_odges, not alone of those on the frontier, but of old and 
conservative bodies like the Grand Lodge of New York, twenty-five years 
ago, it, is gratifying to see, as we think we can, a growing recognition of the 
unmasonic, as well as futile, character of tile increasingly severe legislation 
against this class of our brethren which has marked the last three decades. 
As yet that legislation is only too strongly intrenched, but more voices are 
being raised against it, and it is rarer to find in the addresses of Grand 
Masters a demand for another turn of the fraternal thumb-screw to cure the 

- evil that has increased with every twist. A recognition of the futility of 
such legislation is a mighty help towards a dispassionate reconsideration of 
the status of non-affiliates." 
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We trust that brethren will read this extract very carefully, as it bears 
upon questions coming before our own Grand Lodge. 

He expresses his views in relation to the recognition of the Gran Dieta of 
Mexico, in which we do not concur. We intend to discuss that questiou 

under the head of Mexico. 
It is impossible to go through this magnificent report and discuss seI'iatim 

the various matters considered. We, therefore, tum to Maine (1804), and 
after finishing, we will give such attention to other parts as time and space 
shall allow. 

He quotes Lhe following decision: 

"The Grand Master has no power to give consent that a lodge may vote 
to dOflate a part of its funds to a new lodge whose territory was formerly 
within the jurisdiction of the old lodge." 

And he inquires for information as to whether the consent" of anyout
side party" is required in such case. 

Yes: the question related to the Charity Fund: that cannot be disposed 
of by Lhe lodge except in accordance with the terr~s of the t rust under which 
it was creaLed; and cannot be transferred to another lodge without the con
sent of the Grand Lodge, aTld even then only to be held as a Charity Fund: 
the civil law protects it. In VermonL, in Morgan times, a lodge voted to 
surrender its charter and divide its funds among the members: the aid of 
the Courts was invoked and the distribntion of the fnnd was prevented, t he 
Court holding that if the lodge went out of existence, the Court, if necessa.ry, 
would appoin t a Trustee to administer the trust: but as in m.se of the sur
render of the charter of a lodge, the Grand Lodge succeeds as Trustee under 
the mason ic law, there was no occasion for the appo intment of any other. 
W e, in Maine, have held, however, that by the consent of the Grand Lodge, 
the supreme masonic powp.r, a lodge may transfer to a new lodge composed 
in part at least of the former members of the old lodge, a part of its fuuds to 
be held in trust according to the original design. When the Grand Lodge 
of Maine was organized, the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts gave it $ l ,OOO 

for a Charity Funr}, and it has always been held as such. Masonic fnnds 
are not owner}, by the lodge, but are heir}, in trust by it to pay the legitimate 
running expenses of the lodge, as sanctioned by masonic usage, and the 
balance for charity; and after funds have been formally set apart as a 
Charity :Fund, they cannot lawfnlly be used to pay even the running ex
penses. On the ground of their being trust funds, held for charitable pur
poses, the laws of very many of the states exempt them from taxation, though 
for special reasons, in many states, all trust funds invester}, in real estate, for 
the production of income, are taxed: those reasons are, that otherwise the 
burden of the exemption is thrown upon the town in which the real esta te 

is situated instead of upon the people of the whole state. We have answered 
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Bro. ROBBINS' S qnestion thus at length, because we find that this matter is 

not generally understood, and the impression prevails that lodges own t heir 

funds and often ask, "Can I not do as I will with mine own?" Heal 

estate owned by a lodge for its own pw-poses is not usually taxed, h owever, 

on the ground that it is not income-producing property. 

His lack of acquaintance with th e provision of our law requiring the per

sonal pl·esence as well as legal r·esidence of a candidate within the jurisdiction 

of the lodge, for the six months before his application is received, made him 

unable to see any reason for the granting of one of Graud Master BURBANI{'S 

dispensations. Tb e provision was adopted to prevent complications in cases 

of young men, who claim their old home as their legal residences, though 

they live elsewhere, as well as to make sure that th e members of the lodge 

have had some o,pportunity to observe whether the candidate is a fit one or 

not. 

The reply to his observation upon another is, t1mt our constitution, fol

lowing the old usage and law, expressly requires the presence of the charter 
at a meeting of the lodge, or a lawful substitute, if there is no charter. A 

warrant must be present. 

We find an explanation of the pu rpose of the amendment to the by-laws, 

which we have already noticed. Under the law, as previously exist ing, the 

Grand Master actually expelled a mason. It was claimed that he had no 

power to do so, but there was ;;, precedent that justified the Grand Master's 

action, and-

"The question was not raised when the Grann Master reported his action, 
for the double reason that on account of other hearts that would ache it was 
not desirable that the heinousness of the offence should be fully discussed, 
a nd because it was certain that the storm of righteous indignation which 
would follow such disclosure would utte rly unfit the Grand Lodge for the 
dispassionate consideration of the points of law involved." 

'Ve agree with BRO. ROBBINS, that the power of expUlsion is too great to 

be vested in anyone man: we also hold, (and we may go further than Bro. 

R.OBBINS) that an expUlsion or indefinite suspension (which has come to 

mean about the same thing) should never be infiictel] without the action of 

the Grand Lodge. But we do think that the Grand Master should have the 

power to suspend pending a trial, as we have already stated. 

We took exception to the fairness of his statement that we had borne un

conscious evidence to the mischief-making capacity of what he is pleased to 

call" High Hiteism." He now quotes what we said of the consequences of 

the action of bogus organizations claiming to be regular as evidence of his 

assertion: on the same principle he could charge to Masonry all the trouble 

ever made by clandestine bodies and masons, and by those who violate 

masonic law. His explanation does not explain. 

He says: 
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" If we are wrong as to the promise and potency residing in each Inspector 
General we may have misinterpreted him in supposing that he alluded to 
such a sprouting-under the stimulus of human ambiti on and human self
interest-after the peace of 1867, which we presumed had united all the 
rival factions. In this case Bro. Drummond will set us right. If, on the 
other hand, we are correctly informed as to the possibilities latent in every 
Inspector General , then we could not as truly. have argued that the existence 
of one Grand Chapter in a jurisdiction threatened eq nally with one Suprbme 
Council the continned peace of the bailiwick." 

W e meant no more nor less than the same" human ambition and human 
self-interest" that has been the moving cause in all revolts again t regular 

Masonry, that have ever disturbed the peace of the Fratbrnity in this 
country, or the world, for that matter. He may just as properly say, for 
instance, that the recent disturbance in Connecticut was due to the mischief
making capacity of the Grand Lodge as to charge the consequences of an 
attempt by spurious masons to disturb the peace of the Scott ish Rite. Every 
word, which he has written upon this point, would be as t rue if he had said 
York Rite, instead of his term for the Scottish Rite. For years in New 
York, there was a bitter contest, which kept the whole craft in a state of 
turmoil and excitement: would Bro. RORBINS charge this to the" mischief
making capacity " of Ancient Craft Masonry? 

In discussing our proposition that the Grand Lodge has the power to pre
scribe to the members of its obedience, he asked in substance if the Grand 

Longe can prescribe a definition different from the one which the funda
mental principles of Masonry compel it to prescribe; that is, we so und 3r
stood his question. Taken in connection wi th the matter under discussion, 
he was assuming that the definiti on in quest ion is different from the one 
which the fundamental law of Masonry req uires, which is an ev ident" beg
ging of the question." We are not sure that we und erstood him, for he 

says : 

"Tonching our reiterated question whether the Grand Lodge could make 
any definition of Masonry for I".he indi vidual masons of its obedience ditIer
ent from that which the fundamental law compels it to adopt for its con
stituent lodges, he makes merry as follows: " 

However, our a.nswer covers this qup-stion: 

" Whatever defi nition of Masonry a Grand Lodge prescribes, it prescribes 
for individual masons and lodges, and all other persons ~tnd bodies (if any) 
over which it exercises masonic jnrisd iction. " 

But he says: 

"Inasmuch as h~ had said that in passing laws to settle the quarrels of 
the contending faction of Scotch Ri ters, 'Grand Lodges are prescribing a 
rule of action for the members of their obedience, and are defining what 
such melllbers should practice as Masonry,' and our quest ion was predicated 
upon that statement, we submit that it was entirely relevant to the discuss
ion. We understand ' begging the question' to be tak ing for granted what 
ought to be proved. It is not begging the question in our interrogatory to 
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so frame that in terrogatory that he find s it difficult to reply without disclos
ing that he has proved too much. Nor does it at a ll d ivest the question of 
its point, to say that we assume that the Grand Lodge must adopt our ex
position of fundamental principles. The terms of the in terrogatory neith er 
req uire nor involve any oth er assumption, than that Masonry as the Grand 
Luuge conceives it to be defined by the a ncient law, and so expounds it, 
prevails in the lodges with binding force. If by say ing that the Grand 
Lodge in passing la ws to settle the quarrels of the contending factions of 
i:icotch R iters tbe Grand Lodge is defi ning what such members sball practice 
as lIlasonry, he discloses the fact that the Grand Lodge is making two defi
nitions of Masonry-one for its lodges and a totally different one for such 
members thereof as are a lso Scotch IHters-he must not expect to be per
mitted to ignore the substance of the in terrogatory by which we seek to 
show that either in one direction or the other the Grand Lodge is repudiat
ing the constraints of the ancient law, by complaining about the form of it." 

His proposition that the law in ques tion prescribes one definition of 

Mason ry for lodges and another for individual members, it is almost impos

sible to treat seriously . How does a lodge practice Masonr.v, save by the 

acts of its " individual members"? But he goes further and insists that 

the defin ition makes a different law for the" Scottish Hiters. " The law i.~ 

fo r all, in whatever capacity they may act: of course, its, penalties are de

nonnced only against those who violate it: the bogus" Scottish Riters" can 
no more complain that the law for them is different frolU the law for otllPr 

masons, than thieves (;an compla in that the law against hrcency is for 

the rn different from the law for other persons. 

He says further: 

" He says of the proposition which he and others at one time entertained 
of interd icting hy Grand Lodge legislation all the rival Scot~ i sh Bite bodies 
had no more refe rence to the question of such exclusive jurisdiction by the 
Grand Lodge over its secret work as to prevent its adoption by other bod ies 
of Illasons than those of its own creation, than it had to the Egyptian Mys
teries. Unles these bodies were held to be guilty of immoral practices, it 
is difficult to conce ive upon what grounds l.he Grand Lodge, whose jurisdic
tion is confessed ly li mited to the domain of Masonry, could assume to inter
fere wi th these bodies except. upon the alternative that they were either us ing 
its Masonry or fraudul ently cla iming that they were." 

He should hfLve read what we wrote in the light of our views, instead of 

hi ' own. We, and th ose acting with us held , that while we had not the 
rightful power to prevent a mason's joining any b ody which he saw fit to 

join, we did have the rightful power to say to him, "you shall not join a 

body , the ex istence of which, whether by in tention, misfortune, wicked 

attacks upon it, or for auy other cause, will destroy that harmony which is 

the strength and support of Masonry, and remain a mason." We so held 
then; we so hold now. ,Ve may be an extremist, but we hold that no mason 

has a right, save in obedience to the law of God or of his country, to do any 

act that shall bring disgrace or disaster to Masonry or d issensions among 

the craft. " Salus reipublicre Stlprema lex" applies wi th specia l force to our 
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institution. We feel that there is scarcely cause for this discussion, for 
" the stern logic of events " is rapidly settling this matter throngh t he instru
mentality of these laws that have occasioned it. 

He says further: 
"Bro. Drummond still ins ists that by avouchmell t a Maste l' Masoll lDay 

have knowledge of the higher degrees." 

He quotes from us and adds: 

" It is enough to say of this that in the lodge Bro. Drummond would not 
accept the voucher of an Entered Apprent ice that anothr. r brother was a 
Master Mason, and he would decline to admi t thereon an alleged Master 
Mason to a lodge of Masters for the reason that the voucher could have no 
actual knowledge of the status of the person vouched for. " 

Of course not: but an Entered Apprentice would readily accept the 
voucher of a brother, who he knew was an Entered Apprentice, that he was 
a Master Mason, and that it is a mason ic degree. 

He asks another question which we will answer under Mexico. 
We can give little attent ion to the remainder of his report. We think 

his printer, in his review of Indiana, invents a kind of portra i t.~ new to us
"prototype por traits." 

He well says, from OU1' standpoint : 
" Our regulations forbid the use of masonic emblems and devices on busi

ness cards or signs, or by way of advertisement, except for legitimate 
masonic purposes, aBd the same prohibi t ion ought long ago to ha ve ·been 
extended to the use of the mason ic name. " 

Does it not fo llow necessarily, if the Grand Lodge has the po.wer to pro
hibi t the use of the name in this manner, that, a ll the more, it has the power 
to prohibit the use of that name by masons fo r an association th at it does 
not recognize as a masonic body? 

We recommend this to Bro. SWAIN, of Wisconsin: 
" Granting that all so-called chari ty is more or less compulsory does not 

do a way with the fact that in Masonry the lines of compulsion are clearly 
laid down beyond t he power of any man or body of men to lawfully change, 
and these make every man bis own and not his neighbor 's assessor, respon
sible only to his conscience under h is oath of office. " 

And we commend the whole report to Ollr bre thren in Maine. 

I NDIANA, 1895. 

Portra its of Bros. FRANK E. GA VI N, the retiring Grand Mastel', and WIL
LIA~[ H. SMYTHE, the Grand Secretary, are given. 

Foul' hundred and sixty-seven of the four hundred and seve nty-fi ve lodges 
were represented. 

Grand Master GAVIN says : 
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" As I ~tand before you, my thoughts re0ur to the first Grand Lodge 
which I attended, eighteen years ago. Then our numbers were being de
pleted. We were overwhelmed with debt; our property was mortgaged to 
the utmost limit, and we were pressed by a large floating debt beside. Dis
couragement and dissatisfa'Jtion appeared on every hand. A few undis
mayed and detennilled sonls bore aloft the standard, and the great body of 
the craft followed, although ofttimes with doubtings and misgivings, until 

. at last the burden was lifted, and for several years the way has been easy 
before us. All honor to those brave leaders, to the faithful craftsmen, to 
whose patient toil and labor we are so largely indebted for our present con
dition. 

" As to the general welfare of the cl"l-lft, I bring you good tidings, Pros
perity has been the rule with both lodges and Grand Lodge. The light of 
Masonry has dawned upon many hearts. Our numbers have been increased. 
Our spirit of devotion to the rigbt bas not been diminished. . 

,. The Grand Lodge revenues have been ample. We own a magnificent 
property. "Ve have a surplus in the treasury. We owe no man anything. 
I congratulate you upon this happy state of affairs." 

We add our cO!lgratulat~ons in behalf of the craft in Maine. We well 
remember the troublous times of which he speaks: we used to take up the 

Proceed ings witb a feeling of anxiety and dread, as year after year the pros
pect of emerging from the gathering darkness seemed less and less: bnt heroic 

measnres were taken and we had the pleasure of rejo icillg at their success. 

A candidate, twice rejected in P ennsylvania as late as 1892, had been ac
cepted by an Indiana lodge: the fact was the occasion of correspondence 

between the respective Grand Masters. 

We are constrained to say that the reply of Grand Master GAVIN is a very 

weak one, when he gets beyond the statement that the Grand Lodge of 

Indiana is supreme within her own territory and that the act of her lodge 
was in accordance with her laws. 

He says: 
" The doctrine tlmt a rejec tion by one lodge operates ipso jactn as a re

jection by all, meets with no favor in Ind iana. I am by no means sat isfied 
that the rejection of an applicant llecessarily signifies, as you would seem to 
regard it, that the applicant is unworthy to become a mason. On the con
trary, I feel quite Sllre that many men, honest, upright and honorable, are 
rejec ted simply becallse they are, for some satisfactory reason, persona non 
(frata to some member of the lodge. Be that, however, as it may, and con
cedillg that the reject ion implies personal unfitness, we have not in this juris
dict ion been taught to consider the doctrine of eternal damna,t ion as holding 
good in Masonry. 

"On the contrary, we early learnecl that there might be both repentance 
and reformation. Whether there has been such a change in a man's char
acter as will entitle him to admission into a masonic lodge may, as it seelllS 
to me, as a general rule be bes t determined by those alllong whom he has 
lived during the per iod of his reformation, rather than by those who only 
knew him in the former days of his unworthiness." 

His doubt that a rejection necessarily implies unworth iness to become a 

mason is contrary to the fundamental principles upon which the ballot is 

fonnded: it also assumes that so many masons violate the law, that it is 
jnstifiable to evade that law whenever evasion is practicable. 
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The point that there may be repentance and reformation is well taken, 

and that the masons among whom he has lived during the pf\riod of reforma

tion, are best qualified to judge of its reality and prospect of permaI~ency: 
but the law, that an "unworthy man can come a stranger among th'ose 

masons," and they can tell in twelve months whether he has become qual-. 

ified, is a terrible satire upon the "repentance and reformation" which it 

is necessary to undergo in order to be a mason in Indiana! 

Again, the comity, which the Grand Master is willing to allow, is no comity 

at all. Comity is giving effect in one's own jurisdiction to the law of 

another jurisdiction. 

The Grand Master had had a multitude of offic ial acts of varied kinds to 

perform, and his statement of these, shows that he had been an exceedingly 

active and energetic officer, and had made a wise rlisposition of the matters 

before him. 
He notes the preparation and publication of 11 historical pamphlet, and 

earnestly urges the preparation of others. 
He had made the usual rulings in relation to lodges appearing in public, but 

he makes an eloquent allusion to Memorial Day. We do not quite agree with 

the generally received rule in relation to this. In this section of the country 
the masonic usage has been for lodges to appear in pu blip, to do honor to 

the Chief Magistrate of the Nation or State, and on the fourth of July. The 

objection to its appearing in public on Memorial Day was because it was 

not a National day of celebration . Masonry teaches expressly, obedience 

to government and respect for rules, and we see no impropriety, but rather 

a propriety, in the old usage, and we hope that. it will be perpetuated. 

When LAFA YETTE visited this country, the masons in all Ollr states , joined 

in the civic processions in his hOnor. One of the first times that we eV!'r saw 

a lodge, was whe~ several appeared in the civic procession at the reception 

of the President of the United States, when he made a visit to Maine. In 

spite of the different constructions given in recent years, we hold that, accord

ing to masonic principles and usage, thc celebration of a National Day, or 

the reception of the Chief Magistrate, is a " Masonic occasion." 

The same reason justifies the decision of the Grand Master that a lodge 

may properly accept a United States flag presented to it. 
He announced thirty decisions, nearly all of them dependent on local law, 

or uuiversally well settled: we therefore quote but one, looking to the right 

of the Grand Lodge to control the use of the name" Masolll'Y" by the 

members of its obedience: 

"I was asked if the name' The Masonic Investment Company' might bc 
used in a business venture with my consent. I answered that I could not 
consent thereto. On further consideration of this question, I am mope and 
more thoroughly convinced that the name' Masonic' or ' Masons' should 
not be applied to any company or corporation organized for any business 
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purpose, whether it be ordinary investment, life or accident insurance, or 
what you will. 

"We do not, or at least shou ld not, assume our masonic character for 
busipess purposes, and the name should be by us kept sacred ly devoted to 
the high and noble cause to which we as Free and Accepted Masons apply 
it. 

,. I do not beli eve that the fact that those who conduct the business Illay 
all be masons is a sufficient cause for cal'1'y ing our fraternity name and their 
fraternity standing in to it. 

" By such a course the fraternity has everything to lose and nothing to 
gain. Men assoc iate it with the business, and many do not know that there 
is no connection between the two. So long as these institutions prosper, a ll 
is well ; but whenever they may, from acc ident, unforeseen misfortune or 
other cause, meet with disaster, then the fratel'llity must be more or less 
discredited . 

" I am strongly of the opinion that some legislation should be directed 
against this custom." 

The Grand Secretary makes some very valuable suggestions, especially to 

officers of lodges, and supports them by sound reasons. They may be briefly 

summed up: Masters o\lght to read oftener the constitutions and laws and 
the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge, especially the addresses and reports. 

He says: 

"To know the work and lectures of Masonry is important, but to know 
and understand its laws, customs and history is of vastly greater importance. 

" No one can intelligen tly preside over his lodge unless he is conversant 
with the laws and pol ite usage of the fraternity. It is humiliating to an 
humble member, one who has never asp ired to leadership in the lodge, but 
one who has let no opportunity slip to improve his masonic education; ono who 
reads the laws, Proceedings, masonic periodicals, magazines and history of 
the fraternity, and knows what ought to be done-and what ought not to 
be done-knows the customs and little courtesies due on all occasions, and 
yet is compelled to see them ignored and neglected simply because the act ing 
Worshipful Master has allowed his ambition to be a Past Master step 
between him and his proper qualification for that high office." 

Bro. SM YTIU: speaks from long and full acquaintance with the lodges in 

his jnrisdietion. 

The Committee on By-Laws of Lodges reported: 

"Article V, Section 4, provides that in the absence of the Worshipful 
Master, Senior alld Junior Wardens, a Past Master may preside. We find 
this in conflict with the laws and usages of Masonry. There is no provision 
for anyone assembling the craft save the Worshipful Master, Senior or 
Junior Wardells. We therefore recommend that this section be stricken 
out. " 

We have no objection to the Grand Lodge's enacting such law as it pleases 

in this respect, but we suggest that the truth of history ought n ot to be re

versed to get a reason for it. We do not see that the by-law contemplated 
the" assembling" of the lodge, but only the opening and presiding over it, 

after .it had " assembled, " and the Master and Wardens were absent. 
The law of this Grand Lodge provides that an objection after acceptance 

and before an initiation is equivalent to a rejection by ballot. In a case in 
App. 5 G. L. 
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which an objection was made, announced to the lodge and recorded, the 
objector afterwards desired to wi thdraw the objection : bnt the Committee 

on Jurisprudence reported: 

" Your committee decide that tb e wit.hd ra wal of the objection by a 
brother making it, does not change the sta tus of the applicant, :wd he is re
jected the same as if a black ball had been cast against hilll ill the first 
instance. " 

And the report was adopted-a correct decision and eq uall y applicable in 

Maine. 

A lodge adopted a by-law providing fo r I_ife-Membership: a few availed 

themselves of the provision; afterwards it was repraled: the first by-la w was 

not submitted to, and approved by, the Grant! Lodge : the comm ittee say : 

"If the by-la w bas not been approved as prescribed, the members who 
have paid dues under it are entitled to bave them credited to their accoun t 
as payment on yearly dues. 

"There is no authority in the general regulations of this Grand Lodge 
for a system of iife membership ; and experience shows that the pay ment of 
twenty years' dues is not an equitable amount for a life membership." 

The law of the Grand Lodge provides that all penalties must be tixed by 

the lodge by ballot; and that the penalty fo r non-payment of dues must be 

indefinite suspension; on the conviction of a member for non-payment of 

dues, the Master, without any vote of the lodge, declared him suspended ; a 

majority of the committee held that this was irregula r, but olle member 

held otherwise and the Urand Lodge adopted his report. W e think the 

majority were right; a penalty, though absolutely fixed by la w, must be 
judicially declared as well as determined, and the la w requires the deelara 

tion to be made by the lodge. 

A case happened in Indiana, like olle before our Grand Chapter a t its last 

session; only the reverse. A man received two degrees in a Kallsas lodge 

and then waived jurisdiction over him in favor of the Indialla lodge, but the 

la tter, taking it as a request to confer the degree for the Kansas lodge, CO Il

fen'ed it ; but neither would recognize him as a member ! The Grand Lodge 

decided that as there had been a misapprehension, and he had received the 

degree in a regular lodge [although irregularly,] he was a non-affiliate in 

good standing. W'e do not see how any other conclusion could have been 
reached. 

A recognition of the principle which we have sta ted in relation to 

" masonic occas ious," was made in arranging for the proper observance of 

the centennial of the death of Washington. 

The foll owing report of the committee on the Wisconsin proposition was 
concurred in by the Grand Lodge: 

"That this 'basic principle ' is not in accordance wi th masonic la w 
founded upon ancient charges, which is to care for a ' trne and t ried broth er , ' 
no matter in what jurisdiction he was 'taught to use the trowel, ' or where 
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bis membership may be. This, if not expressed in our Book of Consti tu
tions, is our unwri tten masonic rule, which has existed in this jurisdiction 
ever ti ince the [ormation of the Grand Lodge of Indiana. 

" .,Masonic charity is not measured by the amount a brother has con
tributed to a lodge. Ancient charges emphatically declare: 

" , [f yOlt discover a t rue a nd gp.nuine brother in want, you must relieve 
him if yOlt can, or !J lse direc t him how he may be relieved.' 

"SubstiLu t ing the lodge fo r the individual brother would destroy one of 
the ancient landmarks of Masonry. "Ve therefore recolllmend that the 
Wiscollsin plan for general masonic relief be not concurred in." 

The cummittee on the P ennsylva nia case regard the doctrine of perpetual 
jurisdiction as erroneous and pernicious; a nd while conceding to the Gra nd 
Lodge of Pennsylvania the right to make la ws for its own jurisdiction, they 
clai m the same right for their own Grand Lodge in its jurisdiction. They 

say: 
" We hold it to be a funda ll1ental p rinciple of masonic equity that every 

lodge of Free a nd Accepter! Masons is t he conservator of Masonry within 
its specific jnrisdiction , subject only to the rules of the Grand Lodge under 
which it holds." 

* * * * * * * * * 
" Regarding the stak lS of l.he brother over whose lI1aking the difference 

has arisen, we dec lare that he, having been made in a just a nd lawfully con
stituted lodge of masons, is a regular mason; ann that his making, being 
lawfully done where done, is lawful everywhere ; and that he, being a 
regular mason, is ent itled to the recognition and fellowship of the craft 
wheresoever he may go." 

The grim humor of this is, that the commit tee utterly fa iled to see that 
the princip les, whicb they lay down 'so positively, equally concede to Penn
sylvania and all other jurisdictions, which hold that a rejec tion gives the 
candidate a status precisely as initiation or suspension does, the right to for
bid the recogni tion in their respective jurisdictions of a mason so made: in 

P ennsylvania, the law is that the making of a rejected cand idate or a sus
pended mason is unlawful and void, wherever done. The committee ignore 

the fact that t here are cer tain masonic laws binding upon· all Grand Lodges 
and in relation to which a Grand Lodge is not supreme in its own jurisdic
tion, and did not consider, whether or not the case came, or did not come, 
within the scope of these superior laws. Under their statement of the la w, 
a mason legally suspenned in Pennsylvania might go to Indiana, a!ld after 
residing there six months could be made a mason, and, in their view, "be 
enti tled to the recogni tion and fellowship of the craft wheresoever he may 
go." If such a case had been before the commit tee, we doubt if they would 

have found such efficacy in the laws of Indiana, or else would have recog
nized an implied exception, which might cover a rejected candidate as well 
as one who was a suspendeil mason. The only recourse which other Grand 
I,odges have, when one Grand Lodge, in the plenitude of its actual power, 
authorizes its lodge to violate the fund amental law, is to refuse to recognize 

the validity of the acts so done. 
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The Report on Correspondence (272 pp.) was submitted by Bro. WILLIAM 

COMMONS. [If he would have his printer use figures instead of letters in the 
paging, he would save time for his associates.] 

His plan is to give an analysis of the proceedings of the Grand Lodges, 

and a compendium of Masonry for the year. 

He says: 
"As heretofore we have refrained from critic ising the work of other re

viewers, or engaging in controversy over disputed questions. 0ur effort has 
been to review the proceedings of Grand Lodges, and not the rev iews of re
viewers. " 

"Ve tind, however, that he has ~riticised the proceed ings of Grand Lodges, 

which will be likely to call out a reply: these criticisms are of su-::h a char

acter that makes us glad that he has so far extended the scope of his report, 

especially as we think, that when he comes to read the replies to his criti
ciBms, he will be likely to enlarge the scope still more. 

His declaration rather embarrasses us, for we find that we have criticised 

the report of a committee of which he was chairman. We did it "in the 

usual course of business," not then knowing that ie does not propose to 

"talk back." "Ve must let it stand: and we do not believe that he will 

think that we knowingly attacked a non-combatant-especially as we know 

that if he should follow all old prec~dent, and say, "Lie there, Quaker," or 

a different one, and "should fall from grace, " we might find out wh at 

"Woe be unto you" means! 
In his review of the Indian Territory, he advances sound views in relation 

to the Grand Lodge of Spain, but as he gives them subject to the approval 

of Bro. ROBBINS, of Illinois, and as we know that Bro. R. will sit down on 

them very severely, we omit them. 

He protests very earnestly against the public exej'cises, preceding the open

ing of the Grand Lodge of Iowa in 1894, in the same hall, and condemns 

them severely. We have always objected to these performances, on the 

ground of the consumption of the time of the Grand Lodge and the interfer
ence with its business: but we see no other reasons to object to a public re

ception and welcome of the members of the Grand Lodge by the masons and 

citizens of the place where the Grand Lodge meets. We do not underHtand 
that this reception was anything else, except that it took place in the hall in 

which the Grand Lodge was to meet. 

He allows his views on other than masonic questions to crop out occasion

ally; while we are with him every time, we doubt if it does not give just 

cause of complaint to those whose views are, "on the contrary, quite the re

verse" ! 
We must quote what he says in relation to the discussion of the dec ision 

that an unnatul'alized alien is not eligible to admission in Indiana: noting 

the opposite decision of the Grand Master of Kentucky, hc adds: 
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" Our Grand Master Noyes, in passing upon the same question, decided 
that in Indiana, such a candidate was not eligible. Our Committee 011 Juris
prudence divided upon the question; the majority supported the Grand 
Master, while the minority dissented. Those who were present will not 
soon forget how the matter was debated; how the Grand Master was sup
ported by a Governor from among the Past Grand Masters, and how the 
opposition was led by an ex-judge from the same company, ably seconded 
by an actual judge upon the floor, nor will they forget the latter's eloquent 
tribute to the univer~ality of Masonry. Spreadeagleism and Fourth of July 
oratory abonnded for a few minutes, and our Grand Secretary's big flag 
fairly cracked with enthusiasm. The minority report prevailed, and Indiana 
and Kentucky stand together npon this question, and such will be the posi
tion in every other Grand Lodge where the spirit of Masonry, and not of 
'Jingoism' rules." 

He asks what" registered brethren" are. In Maine, we have a provision 
of law, that a mason rejected for membership In a lodge may "register" 
with the Grand Lodge, and as long :IS he pays a fixed sum annually in lieu 
of dues, he is relieved from the disabilities of a non-affiliate. 

There are many other matters in this splendid report that we would like 
to notice, but his rule not to engage in discussion with other reviewers 
makes it unprofitable. 

INpIAN TERRITORY, 1895. 

After the opening of the Grand Lodge, the Grand Secretary, in behalf of 
the local lodge, welcomed the Grand I~odge, and Bro. HOBEnr W. HI LL re
sponded. Brief as these addresses were, they are an exceedingly valuable 
contrihution to the early history of Masonry in that jurisdip,tion. And we 
earnestly hope that when the quarter-centennial of the Grand Lodge comes 
in 1898, Bros. Munnow and HILL will be there and gives us the history of the 
beginning and growth of Masonry in that jurisdiction: th ey could scarcely be
queath to those who shall succeed them a more valuable legacy. 

The Grand Master (JOHK COYLE) delivered a concise but comprehensive 
address. 

He had visited twenty-three lodges during the year and says: 
" My brethren, allow me to congratulate you on having arrived at the 

twenty-first milestone in our history. I may say we have attained the years 
of manhood. Although we have prospered in the past, it is to be sincerely 
hoped that we may continue to improve and become better men and masons, 
and let us see to it that these happy expectations are realized." 

He rendered nin eteen decisions, admirable for their positiveness, terseness 
and clearness, and all of them correct under the laws of his Grand Lodge. 
The only one uew to us is that an Indian, who cannot speak or understand 
the English language, may be initiated with the aid of a good interpreter. 

A case of alleged infringement of jurisdiction by a Missouri lodge had 
occurred. It was the old, old story-personal presence in one jurisdiction 
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and residence, actual or claimed in another: the facts indicate that residence 

in either jurisdiction could be proved by what he has said and done. The 

case illustrates the wisdom of our law: as its general adoption would go far 
to prevent these cases which cause RO much trouble we quote it. 

"No lodge, without the permission of the Grand Master, shall receive the 

petition of a candidate until he has reside,] in this state one year, nor 

(except sea-faring men absent only on a voyage to sea) unless he has had his 

dwelling place, and personally been within the jurisdiction of the lodge at 
least six months during the year next preceding." 

In this case, we think the Grand Master of Missouri lays too great stress 
upon the intentions and declarations of the party: these avail in doubtful 

cases, but cannot control t!le actual facts: a mere intention to make a 

certain place one's residence does not make it so, nnless his acts correspond . 

We regret to find that Grand Secretary MIJRRow-the father of Masonry 

in that jurisdiction-had had a severe attack of illness, but rejoice to learn 
that though very feeble he was recovering, and we trust that ere this he is 

himself again. 

He says th at, with few exceptions, the lodges were in a prosperous con

dition: one had been obliged to surrender its charter, and one charter had 

been suspended; but nine were working u. D., to eight of which charters were 

granted, and the dispensation of the other continued. He reports the addi

tion of eighty-seven bound volumes to the Library, which now has 403 

volumes. 

We deem the following a proper act of fratel'llal courtesy, but the Grand 
Lodge must not be snrprised if Bro. HOBBI NS pours out vials upon it. It 

illustrates the doctrine of voucher: 

"Bro. R. W. Hill informed the Grand Lodge of the organization in 
Indian Territory 0f a Grand Council of Royal and Select Mastel'S. 

" The information was rece ived with pleasure, and the greetings of this 
Graud Lodge were most cordially extended to the new body. 

"WHEREAS, This Grand Lodge has been informed masonically of the 
organization of the Grand Council of Hoyal and Select Masters of the Indian 
Territory: 

"Re.~olved, That this Grand Lodge extehds its fraternal greetings to the 
said Grand Council and wishes it growth and prosperity within its jurisdic
tion. " 

Bro. MURROW submitted what Wf) hold was the proper action in the Mis

souri case, but we greatly regret that the Grand Lodge adopted the follow

ing in lieu of it: 

" Resolvecl, That the Grand Secretary is instructed to bring this case again 
to the attention of the Grand Lodge of Missouri through its Grand Officers 
and our own Grand Representative, with a copy of the report of our COIU
mittee on the case, and with the intention that if our rights be disregarded 
at the next communication of the Grand Lodge of Missou ri, OUl' Grand 
Mastel' may take such steps as are necessary to terminate onr present re
lations with the Grand Lodge of Missouri." 



Correspondence-Indian Territory. 71 

W e hold it wrong, because the parties do not agree upon the facts; one 
Grand Lodge finds them one way a nd the other Grand Lodge the other way, 

each denying the correctness of the conclusion of the other . The Grand 

Lodges of New York and New J ersey had a similar case, and they submitted 

it to a referee to settle the facts; the result was that harmony was restored 

and the wh ole masonic world applauded the course taken, and we confi

dently hoped that it would be a precedent for all similar cases. However, 

it is but just to say, that the evidence now presented by Bro. BENNIl'I'T in 

his report makes an overwh elming case in favor of his contention, whi ch, 

when presented to the Grand Lodge of Missouri, will probably lead it to 

reverse its action. It places the candidate, however , in a very awkward 

position-apparently of having made under oath conflicting statements as 

to his residence. The case illustrates the danger of deciding, as the Grand 
Master did, such a case upon an ex pw·te statement: we firmly believe that 

if inqu iry had been made of the lodge in whose jurisdiction he was known 

to be doing business and spending most of his time, the Missouri lodge 

would never have been allowed to take jurisdiction over him. 

The following resolution was adopted: 

"Resolved. , That Subordinate Lodges holding charters antedating the 
organization of the Grand Lodge of Indian Territory have permission to re
ceive new chal·ters when they so desire, upon the condition tha t they sur
render the old charter to have proper recital made thereon before it be 
pl,wed in the a rchives as a relic " 

We should think they would prefer to keep their old charters, and have 

them endorsed by their Grand Lodge if anything should be done. 

The Miss issippi and Wisconsin propositions were both non-Go nclllTed in. 

The Report on Correspondence (DO pp.) was presented by Bro. JOSEPB S. 

MlilUWlI', but the review of the Missouri case was prepared by Bro. L.~o E. 
BENNErI'. 

He says: 
" We deeply regret that the reference to churches and family circles, in 

tbe above paragraph, is so frequently true. We believe that the binding 
character of the fa mily circle, and especially the church, should be the 
strongest on this earth. Strong mason as we are, we should prefer to ac
knowledge that the t ies of the home and of the church of Christ are more 
binding, more peaceful , more holy than are those of any other institution 
on earth ." 

* * * * * * * * * 
" We beg to say to our brethren in Indian Territory, do not let masonic 

offences get cold. Take up every brother guilty of violating our laws, 
especially moral laws, and try them swift and sharp, and punish them 
kindly, firmly, a nd positively. ::inch action in all our lodges will be the 
greatest blessing you can confer on your members and it will elevaLe and 
mainta in the good charac ter of :Freemasonry in our Territory." 

* * '" * * * * * * 
" Instead of an 0ratiori, it is the custom of this Grand Body to repair to a 

convenient house of worship .and listen to a sermon from some brother per-
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SOLally appointe,l for this service. We should like to see the custom intro
duced, at least occasionally, in the Indian Territory." 

In his review of Maine, he says: 

" Indian Territory, 1893, is kindly reviewed . . The reviewer differs with 
our view as to the right and effect of an objection after initiation, and, like 
too many polemics, he states our position unfairly. He says: 'But when a 
candidate has become a mason, it is unjust to him to stop his advancement 
upon a doubt of one member as to his worthiness.' Not one in ten objectors 
would base his objection upon' a doubt of unworthiness.' 

"It is generally, if not universally, 'I know he is not worthy and I have 
the best of reasons for objecting. I know it is for the good of Masonry that 
he should not be advanced.' Should he be forced to give his reasons? Not 
necessarily. :Frequently, shou ld he do so, though ever so honest ann. sincere 
and though his reasons may be ever so good, shouln. he state them, he will 
bring down the wrath and opposition, and perhaps persecution, of all the 
friends of the candidate upon himself. 

" I am aware there are two sides to this question. I alll such an 'old 
fogy. ' that I would prefer to see the door to my lodge too strictly than too 
loosely guarded. 

"My conviction is many more unworthy men get into our lodges than are 
kept out. I regret that the Grann. Lodge of Indian Territory ever changed 
from the three ballot to the one ballot system. " 

The test of a law is in what it allows; if a mason has a reasonable doubt 

as to the worthiness of a profane, he ought to vote against his admission; 

we have assumed that the same rule prevails in the three ballot system: for 

that reason, we in Maine require the objection to advancement to be la id 

before the lodge, in order that the members may consider the objection and 

determine whether it is sufficient to require the rejection of the candidate. 

We concur with him in the last two paragraphs, except the last sentence: 

but they do not apply to the case under consideration: the party is alread.y 

in. 
We regret the trouble with Missouri, and we especially regret the passage 

of the resolution which we have quoted, although the provocation was a great 

one, especially as the Grand Lodge of Missouri reversed the conclusion of its 

committee made after a full investigation. But the history of the past 

shows that that Grand Lodge has, in an eminent degree, "the courage of 

its convictions," and, when satisfied that it has made a mistake, is prompt 

to correct it: and now that the " evidence is all in," we confidently predict 

th,lt it will be satisfied that it was wrong, and will do all that can be asked 

of it, to repair the error. 

IOWA, 1895. 

This volume is so much smaller than usual, that we scarcely recognize it. 

'Ve find the cause to be the om ission of Bro. PAI<Y1N'S Biograpllical Sketches 

and other historical and statistical matter, which have made the Iowa Pro

ceedings of such interest to everybody everywhere. 



Correspondence-Iowa. 73 
, 

We do have, as a frontispiece, the portrait of Bro. LIIH:UTY EATON FEL-

J"ows, the retiring Grand Master . 

It having been arranged to have public ceremonies in the evening, the 
Grand Lodge was opened at once. We presume that this will more nearly 
satisfy Bro. COMMONS. 

Of the semi-centennial, he says : 

"The question of publishing the proceed ings, addresses, and such other 
matter as should properly be included therein was by the Grand Lodge ·re
ferred to the Committee on Printing, and an appropriation therefor was in
cluded in the appropriation for publication of the ]' roceedings of th e Grand 
Lodge. Your Committee on Printing very carefully canvassed the matter 
of such publication, and greatly desired to present a souvenir that would be 
worthy of the occasion. They found, however, that after the expense of 
the publication of the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge had been defrayed 
the amount of the appropriation remaining was entirely inadequate for the 
purpose. It was therefore deemed better to defer the publication entirely 
than to publish an abbreviated and cheap edi tion that would reflect no credit 
upon the Grand Lodge. All the material for such souvenir is 1n the office 
of the Grand Secretary." 

W e regal'll the celebration of such occasions as of little importance if they 
do not result in permanent value to Masonry by the publication of some
thing that will be of value to those who read, now and hereafter, as well as 
to thosn who heard. 

Referring to" Schools of Instruction ," the Visiting Custodian, Bro. GEO. 

B. VAN SA UN, sayR : 

"Some one should have authority to require the attendance of the W01'
skipful .Master a nd Senior Deacon of each lodge convelJient of access to the 
localities selec ted for those schools. They should be under the direct super
vision of the Grand Mastel' and one or more members of the Board of Custo
dians, and whatever actual expense is incurred should be allowed by the 
Grand Lodge upon proper vonchers being rendered . The visitation to the 
particular lodges as heretofore, should not by auy mealls be interfered with, 
for there the membership must be arou~ed to renewed life and activity, and 
thereby through their effor ts obtain material for the UpbUildillg of our 
masonic temple. Lectures by competent brethren at these schools would be 
of great interest, and good results would necessarily follow." 

Grand Secretary PAH\' IN says : 

" During the past year 'there has been more than an ordinary interest 
manifested on the part of intelligent and reading masons of the state to 
complete their files of the Proceedings, whereof we are glad, and only regret 
that 1II0re cannot be supplied with missing years. Years ago, when the Pro
ceedings conld have been had for the asking, they were not preserved , now 
that they are becoming very scarce and many out of print, the demand for 
them is active." 

We believe that this is true of almost, if not quite all, of the Grand Juris
dictions. 

During the winter he had visited Mexico, and spent some weeks in its 

capital city. Of Masonry in Mexico, be says: 
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" It had been the purpose of the Grand Secretary, to present to the Grand 
I~odge a report containing the results of his investigation into the past his
tory and the present status of Mexican Masonry, but for good and sufficient 
reasons he has not been able to do this. 

"The" Gran Dieta Symbolica,' being the Grand Lodge of Masons of 
Mexico, which is a national organization like that of om own General Graml 
Chapter and General Grand Encampment of Knights Templar, has been rec
ognized by some three or more of the American Grand Lodges, notably 
Texas and New York, and is seeking recogn ition from others. The mem
bers of the Grand Lodge of Iowa, as also of other American Grand Lodges, 
are, we are well convinced, quit9 ignorant of the whole subject of Mexican 
Masonry, and the brother who shall enlighten them upon this subject from 
actual observation and knowledge will do a good work and confer a b.lessing 
upon Masonry. There were many things that we saw, much to be com
mended, others very censurable and cannot meet thc approval of American 
masons, but we are not disposed, at this time, to enter UpOIl the discussion 
of this subject." 

W e greatly regret that he did not prepare such a report. It would have 

been invaluable. 

He exhibits a laudable pride in tb\l extent to which he has placed the Pro

ceedings of bis Grand Lodge in public libraries and the high estimati on in 

wbich they are un i versally helel. 

The wife of his son, N~;WTON R. PARVIN, tbe Deputy Grand Secretary, 

had died during the year: she made a supreme effort to attend the sem i

centennial exercises, and it was the last time she left her home. We tender 

our sympathies to 0111' brothel', in thus losing tbe one who was almost liter

ally the light of his life. 

He gives brief sketches of the three Grand Secretaries who had died 

during the year-Bros. "VHEEr~ ER, CHADWICK and .FRIZZ~; LL . 

His report as Librarian is of great value, especially to those engaged in 

similar work. We are most heartiiy glad to Dotice its growth in all depart

ments. 

At the previous session a Board of Trustees of the Grand Lodge Charity 

.Fuud was created. It consists of only three members and meets at pleasure 

dming the recess, but does most of its business by mail. A full report was 

made, with various suggestions. It seems to ha:ve been conceded on all 

hands that the plan had proved to be a grand success. 

Thc committee overhauled the returns of the lodges and" went behind 

the returns" to discover the reason of some discrepancies, anel fonnel that 

it was because lodges are required to pay Grand Lodge dues for ministprs and 

honorary members, who had been exempted by the lodge from paying lodge 

dues. 

The same committee made a report upon the replies to the circular issued 

to the lodges by the Grand Secretary in 1893. We wish every Mastel' in 

the state could read the whole of it. We make the following extracts : 
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" In the matter of representatives reporting on their retnrn from Grand 
Lodge, it. should be considered the Master's imperative duty to cause his 
representative to make as complete a report as possible of the doings of the 
Grand Lodge at the first meeting after same was held." 

* * * * * * * * * 
,, 'We wish to emphasize the fact that a portion of the proceedings should 

be read in open lodge, and at least so much thereof as refers to legislation, 
at the first meeting after the reception of the printed report. We believe 
that it is to the best interests of Masonry for lodges to hold what might be 
termecl "open sessions," to which the families of Master Masons, together 
with a few citizens that would make good material for our 'time-honored 
institution,' be invited. The general character of these sessions might con
sist of masonic poems, mnsic, and addresses upon the symbolisms and teach
ings of Masonry, or anything of like nature that the br'ethren might deem 
of greatest interest to their particular local ity. The reports referred to us 
show that more than two thirds of the lodges have never invited any of the 
public inside their lodge-rooms, or given them any means of ascertaining 
anything regarding the character of the institution of which some are seek
ing to become members. A visit to a neighboring lodge often 'sets the 
craft to work' with a renewed energy, and imbues them with a desire to 
press forward for further light. Even the fossils that never show them
selves inside the lodge-rooms except at masonic festivals usually add their 
presence on an occasion of this kind, al,1d pass their criticisms on the de-
merits of the work." . 

The special comm ittee to which was referrerl the petition of GEO. W. 

BAILEY, presented in 1894, accusing Bro. NEWTON R PARVIN of procuring 

from him fraudulently the con {eyance of a very val~able collection to the 

Grand Lodge, made a report not only completely exonerating Bro. PA RV IN 

in every particular, but commending his course as, in the highest degree, 

honorable and laudable. Subsequently it appears that his accuser had been 

convicted of a felony by the Un ited States Court, and thereupon his lodge 

expelled him, and the Grand Lodge approved, almost unanimously, the expul

sion, in spite of a discussion at length of the report by Past Grand Master 

,JOHN SCOTT. What there could have been in this case, on wbich to hang an 
argument against the approval of the proceedings of the lodge, we cannot see. 

The following decision was made: 

"The following question has been submi tted to us: 
" , When the Grand Lodge or subord inate lodge is called to bury a brother 

or lay a corner stone, should the loage be at labor or called to refreshment 
during such ceremony? ' 

"Answer. In onr opinion the lodge shonld be at labor." 

Past Grand Master SCOTT presented a memorial from one J. G. GRAYES, 
alleging that he had been unlawfully expelled from Masonry by the Grand 

Lodge. Bro. ROIlBlNS makes it the text in his report for some severe ani- · 

mad versions upon the Grand Lodge of Iowa. The alleged irregularity was 

one of the most technical character, and moreover, in the memorial is, by 

leaving out a part of th e charge and one word in the part pretended to be 
quoted, to all intents and purposes, falsely stated. The committee reported 

that the memorialist had been legally expelled by the Grand Lodge alid the 
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report was adopted with but a dissent.ing vote. W e are surprised that Bro. 

ScorT should have presented such a memorial and that Bro. ROBHINS should 

have commented upon the proceedings of the Grand I.-odge as he did. 

The Committee on Obituaries reported a most beautiful" In Memoriam " 

tribute to Mrs. NEWTON R. PARVIN, which the Grand Lodge adopted and 

ordered a Memorial Page in the Proceedings-the first instance within our 

knowledge in which a woman's memory has been thus honored ; the tribute 

to her memory shows that she was greatly beloved by the masons and was 

worthy of thl' honor paid to her. 

We quote the resolutions adopted: 
" Be it resolved by the Grand Lodge of Iowa, that in the death of Emma 

M. Parvin this Grand Lodge has lost a personal friend, a warm-hearted 
supporter, and zealous helper . 

" That we tender our beloved brother and his family our heartfelt sym
pathy, and assure them that their loss is ours. 

" That a copy of the memorial and resolutions be engrossed ane! presented 
to our brother, with an earnest expression of our sorrow. And-

" That a memorial page be entered upon the printed proceedings of this 
Grand Lodge for the year 1890." 

The trustees of the charity fund reported that the annual dues of many 

lodges are too small, and it was proposed to establish a minimum rate of dues, 

but a substitute was adopted, providing that no lodge should have a ny aid from 

the Charity Fund whose dues are less then $2.fiO, unless it should be made 

to appear that the members had contributed during the year for l od~e 

purposes (including charity) an aggregate sum equal to $2.50 pel' member. 

The Report on Correspondence (134 pp.) was presented by Bro. J. C. W. 

COXE, to which he has added a capital index by subjects. In this connec

tion, he quotes from our report in 1894 and adds: 

" This statement as to the valne of an index is none too strong, and we 
naturally turn to the close of this report to see how faithfully precept is en
forced by example; bnt only to experience a disappointment; no index is 
given. It may be that it will be given at the close of the volume; t.his issne 
is 'part 1, vol .xv;' but meantime much valuable matter is lIot read ilyac
cessible to the busy worker. We beg to call attention to the fact that our 
report of last year was carefnlly indexed· as to all the most important mat
ters therein discussed or referred. If any otber has precedence of us in this 
respect, we are not at present aware of it." 

He will have found from onr 1895 Proceedings that his surmise is correct. 

That report closed a volume, and Bro. B.:RRY prepared and printed an 

Index to the volume. As two years' Proceedings make a volume now, we 
concluded that such an Index answers the purpose better than a yearly 

Index, unless, when the volume is complete, a new one for the whole volume 

is prepared. We shall, however, watch the result of the experiment which 

he is Lhe first to try. 

We quote the following as giving the correct mode of procedure when ac-
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t iun of the lodge is reversed on appeal, concurring, however, in the whole 

extract: 

" Here is a dec ision from which ' we must in part dissent, with the utm ost 
re~pect to the Committee on J urisprudence, which approved. Charges 
were prefeJ'l'ed against a member, and the lodge called for trial. No quorum 
appea ring, another day was se t for trial , at which time there was a quorum; 
but the charges had been misla id, or lost. The defendant offereu to go to 
t rial ou th e copy of the charges furnished to him, but the Master held that 
the copy cou ld not be used, 'and dec la red the charges dismissed. ' The 
Grand Master overruled this decision (rightly, we t.hink, since no 'mere tech
nicality should suffice to defeat justice), holding that a confessedly true copy 
of the origina l charges was a competent bas is fo r procedure without the seal 
of the lodge attached thereto. But this fur ther record appears : 

" , I orde red that the part of the minutes relatiug to the dismissal of the 
charges should be expunged , and the trial regularly had upon the copy.' 

" Here we are compelled to par t company from the Grand Master. 'We 
qu~st i on his right to order the expunging of the record . The record was 
right, as a matter of fact; the error in law should have been corrected by 
an additional record embodying the decision of the Grand Master, in which 
case the minutes would have shown the whole truth , as the expunged record 
does 1I0t." 

Noting a remark on physical qualification, we des ire to submit to him a 
question, after qnoting from the ancient charges : 

" No Master should take an apprent ice " * * "unless he be a perfect 
youth, having no ma im or defec t in his body, that may render h im in
capable of learning the ar t of serving his Master 's Lord, and of being made 
a brother and then a F ellow Craft in due time" * * " that so, when 
otherwise qualified, be may arrive at the honor of being the Warden, and 
then the Mastel' of the lodge, the Grand Warden, and at length the Grand 
Master of all the lodges, according to his merit. " 

Do t he words following " perfect youth," modify the term" perfect " ? 

Do they not mean that he must have no such defect as will render him in
capable, &c., and do theY .lOt imply that though he may have some defect, 
yet if it does not render h im in capable, &c., he is eligible? If so, does it 

not follow that if now he has no such defect, &c. , as will prevent his doing 
all masonic work from Entered Apprentice to Grand Master, he is el
igible? 

We lJave often suggested tbis to the " perfectionists," and thongh we have 
called, yet " they answered not aga.in "! W e have been so tired of seeing 
these words" perfec t youth" used, that only masonic courtesy has pre
vented our expressing our belief that the users of them never read the 

charge in question. While we put these questions to Bro. COXE, (because 
we ha ve just read something that made us think of them) we should be very 
glad to have the views of all our co-reviewers. The doctrine depends upon 
the meaning of these words, and it would seem as if a consenslls of opinion 
might be obtained by a discussion. 

The following might be supposed to come from Maine : 
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" A resolut ion to prohibit the election 01' appointment to a ny office in the 
Grand Lodge or any subordin ate lodge of one engaged, either as principal 
or employe, in the liquor traffic was pronounced' unconstitutional,' and met 
its Wate rloo. We hope that' up and at- 'e m guards,' will be tbe motto of 
Bro: Edwards and those who sympathi ze with him until the constitu t ion con
tains the prohibition which his resolution failed to secure. Moral and social 
virtues promoted in a lodge over which a lil[uor se ller presides! What a 
grim sarcasm on virtne !" 

W e agree witb him in the following, except the middle part of it ; as to 
that, history is against him : 

"The question curiously jumbles things which are essentia lly different, 
ha ving really nothing in comlllon except a name. A Mastel' who has served 
a terul is a Past Master beyond donbt; he is no more truly a Past Master by 
vii·tue of a degree in a P ast Master' s lodge-which is to us an unmeaning 
absurdity , being no part of ancient craft Masonry, and baving neither a 
warrant of ancient usage nor common sense; while the degree so called in 
Capitular Masonry has nothing whatever to do with Symbolic Masonry, and 
shon ld properly be sty led the degree of ' Passed Master' instead of ' Past 
Master.' " 

His mention of "Cypher Keys" remi nds liS that we have omitted to copy 
one item in the body of the Proceedings, so we will do it now: 

"Bro. Oadham (10) presentfld to the Grand Lodge Libra ry an old ritual of 
Symbolic Masonry which he had received during his recent visit to England, 
giving a very interesting accoun t of his holding a lodge on ship-board, on 
the high seas, and extending relief to a poor mariner, a member of the fra
te rnity. 

"On motion of Past Grand Master Grangcr, the Grand Lodge accepted 
the same with a ris ing vote." 

He courteously reprehends Bro. llo l.llJI NS, of JIlinois, for d iscourtesy in his 
remarks in relation to the Chairman of tbe New York Com mittee which re
ported in favor of the recognition of the Gran Dieta. We started to do so 
last year, but refrain ed, on account of the high es,-,em in which we ha ve held 
Bro. ROljBINS for many years. That the reproof of Bro. COX" is just, is 
beyond question; and the worst of it all is that such expressions as the one 
he llsed, lower Bro. R in the est imation of all who read. 

In his review of Maine (1894) he announces the deaLh of Bro. Fox, in 
llIourning lines. 

He says further : 

" Referring to Bro. Parvin's words concern ing the value of the correspond
ence reports, he cordially approves, and says of Bro. Parvin : 

" 'In all he has prepared nineteen reports, and unless we III istake the 
Masonry of the future, his fame as a mason will find in them its most en
during basis.' 

" To this Bro. Parvin demurs in the following note: 
" ' Where is the" Iowa Masonry" in which I have been a lead ing factor 

s ince its introduction into Iowa, November, 1840? Where is the Grallel 
J"odge of Iowa, of whose organizers I a lone remain, and in th e building of 
which I have ever been the foremost leader? Where is the Iowa masonic 
library which I founded and have built? Where is the building, the only 
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one of th e kind ever erected and built upon my suggestion and through my 
influence? It is these, and not my reports on cOlTespondence, upon which 
what fame I may have will rest. My reports are conceded of the firs t-class, 
and among the best, but other reporters, I can name a dozen, of ten, twenty, 
and thirty years ago, equal to any of to-day, are forgrJlten, and their names 
not known to Bro. Drummond or to Illy successor. ' 

.. Th e afternoon of the twentieth century may decide the issue, but will 
not fa il to do Bro. Parvin fnll justice, and accord him high and deserved 
honor as a wise and accomplished Freemason." 

Tn our opinion, his" What is's" fifty years hence will have passed from 

memory, especia lly of the masons outside of Iowa, while exposit ions of 

masonic law, usage, polity, sy mbolism, &c., will be studied (as we study the 

"old M.asters" now) and his opinions will be cited as authority throughout 

the masonic world . When he says that he can name a dozen of ten, twenty, 

a nd thirty years ago whose names a re not known to us, he shows that he 

" is not acquainted with our family!" 

We are glad to find that Bro. CO XE holds that the legislation of his Grand 

Lodge in relation to non-affiliates involves an invasion of masonic rights. 

Referring to s imila r legislation in Montana, he says : 

.. We confess to no sympathy with this kinei of legislation. It harmo
ni zes with a general tl'enei to-day, from which there will , we believe, soon 
set in a reaction. We are not an apologist for non-affili ation; but the denial 
of all rights to non-affiliates goes much further than we are prepared to rec
ognize as just and right. The current legislation fails to recognize the d is
tinction between lodge membersh ip and masonic life. The two a re not 
identical. Th e lo, s of lodge privileges may properly follow the severing 
of lodge membership , but the loss of masonic life can only properly follow 
as a penalty upon trial and conviction for masonic crime. To declare non
affiliation to be a masonic crime is ' to confound the reason and dumbfound 
the judgment.' It is tithing mint, anise, and cummin to the neglect of the 
weight ier matters of the la w. 'Vhen trifles are called crimes, crimes are 
likely to be considered as trities. Justice may be blindfo lded, but she should 
not be drugged. Wh en a close corporation makes itself the guard ian o[ any 
man' s consc ience righteousness is not likely to be exalted. The tendency 
of these severe lIleasures will be fOllnd to be repelhnt rather than attractive; 
disintegrating rather than conservative. The remedy for non-affiliation 
Hlllst be sought elsewhere; two wrongs never yet made one right, nor can 
an injustice be counted on to rectify a mistake. Non-affiliation is freq uently 
-ordinarily, if you please-a mistake; it is an outrage to call it a crime." 

We hope that the masons of his jurisdiction will read this carefully. 

We have noted other portions of this report for discusSion , but must now 

leave it-yet very reluctantly. 

KANSAS, 1896. 

Th e address of the Grand Master (J.UIES H. M.CCAI,L) is a business-like 

document, giving a clear statement of his official acts and decisions, with 
recommendations forcibly supported with his reasons. 
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He notes with regret the absence of Past Grand Masters OWEN A. BAS

SETT, who had been obliged to have one of his legs amputated, and JOHN 

M. PRICE on account of failing health. 

He had granted quite a number of di~pensations, but had declined to issue 

one: 

"To appear as a lodge to clea.r up l'Uins of a hall after a fire. 
" To parade on Decoration Day. -
"To attend a picllic and sporting carnival. 
"To permit a candidate for the mYRteries of Masonry to withdraw his 

peti tion after it had been referred to a committee. " 

This action was correct in all four cases, though it seems that Decoration 

Day is coming to be a day of observance of a National character and extent: 

if it comes to that, it is proper, in our judgment, for masons to observe it 

as such. 
We wish that the following decision made by him was Jaw everywhere, 

as we think it ought to be: 

" The Committee on Investigation, on all petitions received by a lodge, 
shall make an oral report, and no record shall be made, eit,her on the peti
tion or with the proceedings, indicating the natl1l'e of such repurt." 

He had visited twenty-five lodges, all of which, with one exception, were 

rendering the work in conformity to the Grand Lodge staudard, except one, 

which had added features to make it more dramat.ic and more beautiful: 

and the Grand Master well says: 

"This Grand Lodge has spent much time and money in attempting to 
secure nniformity of work in the lodges throughout the juriRdiction; and if 
each lodge should be permitted to incorporate its own peculiar ideas as to 
work, all this time and money would have been spent in vain. :I<'ree
masonry has existe~ from time immemorial because no innovations upon 
its usages, customs and landmarks have been permitted, and strict com
pliance with t.he constitution, laws, rules and edicts of the Grand Lodge 
should be required from all it& constituents." • 

Referring to the Masonic Home project he says: 

" I have given the snbject a great deal of thonght and careful investiga
tion since my induction into office, and ill the month of December last sent 
to the Master of each lodge a list of questions as to tIle number of masons 
and widows or orphans who were in need of better care and protection than 
could be afforded them by the lodge; the amount of annual dues paid by 
each member; the financial condition of the lodge. Reports received from 
245 lodges show l72 in good financial condition; forty-seven without either 
money or debt; twenty-six financially crippled or in debt. Seventy-one 
masons' widows and orphans have received relief, twenty-one of whom are 
now ill absolute need of such care and attention as could oilly be given them 
in a Home. Most of them are in actvanced years, and having no immediate 
friends or relatives able to help them, and the lodges financially unable to 
provide for their proper care. In considel'ing the above statist.ics it must 
be remembered that 106 lodges have as yet made no reply to my request." 

Whether it is good business to build a Masonic Home for thirty widows 
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and orphans, rather than take care of them elsewhere, we doubt: this ques

tion, however, is one to be decided by the masons of each jurisdiction, for 

they alone can have knowledge of the elements which, in their locality, enter 

into the determination of this question. 

He urges as the next matter of importance the creation of a Masonic 

Library. 

The Grand Secretary (ALBERT K. WILSO N) had been a busy man- how 
busy few can fu lly apprec iate. In addition to getting rid of a superabund

ance of chaos which he found on hand, he had reprinted Volume II of the 
Proceedings, covering four years, 1866 to 1869. The following is of interest: 

" A summary of the abstract from the organization of the Grand Lodge 
to January 1, 1895, shows the following : 

Initiated . . .. .. . . .. . . ....... . . ...... ..... . .. . . ...... . . 25,273 
Passed . . . . .. . . . .. .... . .. .. ............. .. . .... . . . . ... 22,669 
Haised. . .. .... . . .. . ... .. ... . . .. . . .. ... . ........ . ...... 22,439 
Admitted. . .. ............. . . . . .... . . ........ . ........ 15,654 
Hestored. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . . . .. . . ... . . . . . . ... . . . ... ... 1,929 
Dimitted. . . . . . . . . . . .... ........ ... . .. ............. . . . 16,319 
Deaths ... . .............. ...... ....................... 3,174 
Suspended . .. .... ... . . . . . .. . . .. .. .. . ... . .. .... .. ..... 6,794 
Expelled. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 347 " 

He urges the preparation of a Grand Lodge Register. We have not been 

of the opin ion that such a work is worth its cost, but he says: 

"The mutations of t ime make it highly desirable that this information be 
gathered before the in evitable transitions of life shall have forever silencf"d 
the tongues that may now speak to the pages that shall become our history. 
In correspondence with the Grand Secretaries of other jurisdictions, I find 
that in many states such a registry has been prepared, and that its great 
value and its usefulness have not alone been confined to the purposes of the 
craft, but have been of incalculable service to the descendants of prominent 
masons in the older states in matters of biographies and estates." 

Returns were delayed, becanse, under the by-laws of the lodges, th e treas

urers held that they cannot pay Grand Lodge dues without a vote of the 

lodge : but he suggests that the law of the Grand Lodge is superior to the 

by-litws: so we say, and the Treasurer expressly recognizes that fact when 

he is installed. 

He Illitkes a report on the library: his making it will have the effect of 

adding to the library: he reports a full set of Maine Proceedings, except 
Vol. II of our reprint: we predict that the publication of this fact will have 

the effect of filling tlwt gap if no more. We suggest to him to arrangfl with 

the other Grand Bodies to pool their Proceedings in the Grand Lodge Lib

rary, allowing their members the same use of it: we do this in Maine and 

it works admirably. 

The Grand Orator, HORACE W . Gr~EAsoN, delivered a brief but veryex

cellent address . • It appearing that Bro. BA SSETT had incurred a bill for surgical and medical 

A pp. 6 G. L. 
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treatment and nursing to the amount of ~562 . 75, and that the Grand Chapter 
had appropriated $200 towards it, the Grand Lodge, by a unanimous vote, 
made an appropriation to pay the balance. 

Ivy Leaf Chapter, No. 75, O. E. S., tendered a reception to the members 
of the Graud Lodge, which was accepted and due acknowledgment directed 
to be made. In Maine, we can not indulge in snch luxu ries : all our Grand 
Bodies meet the same week, and from Tuesday A. M. at seven, Lill Thursday 
night at twelvfl, the time is continously taken up. 

This Grand Lodge has a Council of Administration, which can meet to 
transact business during tile recess, or agree to it by correspondence. We 
have not examined the details of the p[,m, and therefore cannot speak of its 
merits. 

The Wisconsin Relief Proposition was rejected, the committee say ing: 
"We cannot help but conclude that the adoption of the proposition would 

open the way for an innovation, if it woul(l not primarily be such. The 
plan of masonic charity, that is, the maImer of its dissemination a nd the ob
ligation of brother to brother, may be termed a landmark, and anything 
tending toward its removal or matorial change should be considered very 
critically. While it is true that Masonry is a charitable institution, its charity 
is not given like that of any other fraternity. It is not a question of the 
dollars and cents of return for the dollars and cents invested. The only 
thing that gauges masonic charity is worthiness coupled with need, and this 
considered with the ability of the donor. It is not an institution in which 
by the payment of a stipulated sum in dues the member knows just how 
much he will receive in 'benefits' when disabled. If such a thing shonld 
be allowed to enter the masonic institution Masonry would cease to be 
Masonry, and sink to the level of modern charitable associations, in which 
for a specified investment there is a stipulated monetary return." 

Bro. MATTIIEW M. MILLER submitted a special report for the Committee 
on Correspondence, recommending the recognition of the GI<AN DIETA of 
Mexico, and the recommendation was adopted. It is a very able and ex
haustive report, and we shall make free use of it when we come to discuss 
the same question, and, therefore, will not notice it further at this time. 

The question of the dues of an insane member was before the Grand 
Lodge: we do 1J0t understand t,he action taken: we have already, however, 

expre&sed our views. 
The report on Correspondence (200 pp.) was presentecl by Bro. MATTHEW 

M. MILLER. It maintains the high character of his former reports a nd 
places him in the front rank. When snch men as VAOX and WHEELER 
and CONNOR, and others drop out, it is reassuring to find younger men 
taking their places, who evince the same love for the work, the same ability, 
the same disposition to study and the same care in the preparation of these 
reports, that made those brethren primos inter pares. 

Bro. PILLANS having inquired if the singing of " America" by the Grano 
Lodge of Iowa, was not" a little Frenchy," Bro. MI LU; l t replies: • 
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"Now, Bro. Pillans, that is too bad. Here we are right on the verge of 
a war with our ancient foe. We have been trying to get our courage up to 
the sti<.:king poin t of waiving age and going as -- sutler ___ or in some 
other p0sition where former disabilities will not count, and to get such a 
suggestion from Al~tbama dampens our ardor. Why, Bro. P., the ecllo of 
H. Clay Anllstrollg's patriotic speech at Topeka last year is ringing in ou r 
Kansas ears yet. Stand up, Bro. P., and let us join am voices in the 
prayer of that grand ode to-

" , Our :Father's GOD to Thee 
Author of Lihert/.' ' 

" It is good enough to sing anywhere, and the masonic body, whatever 
be its name or rite, never derogates from its dignity one iota in singing such 
a patriotic and reverential song as the' American National Hymn.' " 

It may be that hearing it sung at a Fourth of July Sunday Sehool celebra· 
tion when a -boy, or our almost reverence for the author, who has so recently 
died, unduly affects us, but we are enthusiastically with Bro. MILLER. 

The fact that th~ Grand Lodge of British Columbia went to church and 
listened to a sermon by V. W . Bro. JOHN A. LOGAN, leads him to say : 

"The latter reminds us of-we came near say ing-an 'epistle to the 
Corin th ians, ' but it was not an epistle. It was, however, an address at 
C'lrinth (or within shooting distance,) and by Bro. J ohn A. J"ogan. Very 
Worsh ipful was not then prefixed to his name, nor were his remarks very 
worshipful either, for that- matter. He addressed his auditors in broad 
A nglo·i::iaxon , eloquently, pungently, and effectively. We trust our V. W. 
Bro. J ohn A. Logan ' s sermon will be stamped upon the minds of his hearers 
as effectively as the address of the brother of the same name is, upon those 
of his brigade who listeno(l to it thirty-three years ago." 

We extract this item in relation to Cuba: 

" Under date of M.arch 28, 1895, Bro. Francisco de P. Rodriguez, chair
man Committee on Correspondence, wrote us a personal letter in refereuce 
to our review of Cuba, in which he au nounced that their' annual session bad 
just taken place,' and that his report, when published, although submitted 
without, would contain a later written review of the Kansas Proceedings for 
1895. " 

He says: 

" We have no copy of the constitution of the Grand Lodge of the District 
of Columbia, but presume there must be a provision authorizing such mem
bership, as otherwise we know of no mason ic basis from which such rule 
would follow. How is it, Bro. i::i_?" 

There is a provision that a Past Master, member of a subordinate lodge, 
is a member of the Grand Lodge. It is held that th is means a Past Master, 
without regard to where ho acquired the rank. Don't you concur in this, 
Bro. Mil_LEn? 

He calls attention to the fact that a visitor to an English lodge canuot be 
admitted unless he is vouched for as a regular mason by some brother to 
whom he is personally known, or after due examination, and the production 
of the certificate of his Grand Lodge, or otber proper vouchers, that he was 
made in a regular lodge. Some years ago these vouchers were decried in 
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some quarters, but Oli!y because their office, was not understood, viz; to show 
that a man Who has proved himself to be a mason was made in a regular 
lodge. 

In his review of Illinois, he prods some of Bro. ROBBINS'S pet ideas with a 
pretty sharp stick, and we shall look with much interest for the next reports 
of these two brethren. 

His printer has made him invent a fourth degree of comparison - the 
" speculative" ! 

We are not sure that the term is not an apt one in these days, but we are 
a little puzzled as to its place in the series. 

In relation to Grand Representatives, he says: 

"'Ve have in former repor ts expressed our views fnlly. Honors will 
never be so easy with the writer that he will not have a personal gratifica
tion in the fact that he represents the jurisdiction in which he first made 
his appearance, and where he was 'made' masonically. 'l'his may be' sen· 
timent,' but connected with sentiment of like character are some of the 
noblest emotions to which the human heart is snbject. It may not demon
strate the utility of the system -there are lots of things in our every day 
life that could be dispensed with on the same ground of utility, tlmt we cling 
to with the adhesiveness of young lovers. Because some of our brethren 
wear frills on their shirts, or collars of immense amplitude or altitude, we 
would not have them lay them aside as 'useless' or a 'detriment,' in fact 
our brethren would not look natural to us if they did lay them aside. Be
cause some of the Grand Lodges, having once acknowledged with due 
solemnity and importance the sovereignty of a Grand Body, continue to do 
so whenever a re-appointment is made, is no reason why objection should 
be made to the custom, on the score that it subserves no useful purpose. The 
original' recogn ition' served a purpose-the representative stand ing for thp, 
, entity' represented, and was of value as defining the status of the body 
r ecognized: does it follow that the courtesy of the later ones fulfills no use
ful purpose? " 

In his review of Maine (1895) he commends the reading of Grand Master 
BURBANK'S address to all wtlo can get access to the Maine Proceedings. 

He gives from Bro. BURNHAM'S Historical Address a r,oncise abstract of 
the history of our GraLd Lodge. He adds: 

"We note in the historial sketches of the Grand Masters that the first on 
the list, William King, was Governor of the State at. time he so acted. Of 
the second Grand Master, Simon Greenleaf by name, after citing a number 
of honors, we find these words: 'Author of a work upon evidence.' We 
submit our impression that the fact that he was a ' Royal Professor of the 
Dane Law School,' 'Reporter of Decisions of the Supreme Cou rt,' 'Member 
of Constitutional Convention,' or even' Representative in the Legislature,' 
will never add any fame to the author of ' Greenleaf's Evidence.' " 

* * * * * * * * * 
"M. W. Bro. Hiram Chase, the senior Past Grand Master of Maine, tlten 

delivered an interest ing account, containing reminiscences of early members. 
He gives the names of the officers of the Grand Lodge of 1851-the first he 
attended-of whom he sadly says: 'I find myself again standing in the 
Grand Lodge of Maille, with not one of those early companions by my side. 
They have all gone. Of that long list, not one now lives. " 
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Referring to the" oration," he says: 

" Under the title, 'The Ritual,' is contained some very excellent thoughts 
and suggestions. One of the approved decisions of the Grand Lodge of 
Maine, at its IS\)5 session, was this: ,It is not permissible for officers of a 
lodge to wear rol)es,' which we mention to show the pertinency of later re
marks. Of course, these things are mainly a ' matter of taste. We have 
seen King Solomon arrayed in all his glory with royal robes, jewels, crown 
and sceptre; we have also seen his regal breast covered with a tin sqnare, 
his majesty arrayed in his shirtsleeves-the latter unlaundered-without a 
collar un, and bearing several days' evidences tbat the' barber of bis majesty's 
household' had a fe lon on the forefinger of bis right hand, or was otherwise 
incapacitated fo r duty; we have likewise seen bis majesty arrayed in fault
less linen, in the fnll dress of Nineteenth Century refi nement, his manly 
bosom covered with flowers and jewels. Personally, we like to see a kingly 
character, represented in kingly apparel, and the accustomed surrounrlings 
indicating the reality of the character assumed, but we heartily agree with 
Bro. D. in the g ist of the quotat ions which foll ow this, that the manner 
must be subord inate to the precepts or p rinciples to be inculcated, and in 
his calling back the' high' ritua lists to the first principles of mason ic in
strnction. " 

Does not this lead to the conclusion that the" golden mean," sanctioned 

and prescribed by masonic usage, is just about right? If Bro. ROBBINS 
should indict the" higher degrees " for being the cause of this tendency in 

the lodge we should not wish to be counsel in the defence ! 

I-Ie says that" classes of candidates" are not known in Kansas. 

He says: 

"The Grand Lodge, by its action, demonstrated that though its speed is 
not rapid enough to callse dizziness, still it does move. A candidate was 
rejected seven years before in Maine. Five years later he was made a mason 
in Canada, ' in accordan ce with the law and regula tion of that jurisdiction, 
where he then was residing. ' Upon motion the Grand Mastel' was em
powered and instmcted, if saLisfied the candidate was guiltless of deceit or 
fraud, 'to allow the said brother' masonic recognition. Tighten the belt 
of fraternal courtesy a li ttle more, Bro. D., and the machinery will run 
smoother yet." 

Unless something very unexpected prevents, he will find our answer in a 

report from another committee. 

We commend the following to the careful consideration of all masons: 

" Generally speaking, 'the supremacy of a Grand Lodge within its own 
jurisdiction is conceded,' bnt we think the expression capable of one limita
tion on the line of the thought under consideration. 'The universalle 
longage of masonnes ' (as the Leland mannscript characterizes it) was before 
Grand Lodges. It is one of the secrets that cann ot be divulged, whicb form 
the basis of the twenty-third landmark. It belongs to the body of Masonry, 
a nd the power does not exist by which it can be disclosed except through 
the instrumentality of the instructive tonl1:ue, the attentive ear and the 
faithful breast. Each mason, ere he is taught this language, enters into ell
gagem!nts which are sacred and inviolable, never (by any method save in 
like manner as he was taught) to disclose the same. These engagements 
are not to a Master, a lodge, or to a Grand Lodge, but they are taken to the 
General Boely of Masonry, under GOD, a supreme power that never dele
gated to any Grand Lodge, Lodge or Mason the right to change, vary or 
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modify them to any extent. Furthermore, this' language ' is not the ex
clusive possession of the Grand Lodge of Ohio; it belongs to the craft uni
versal, and the Grand Lodge of Ohio or Kansas, or any other Grand Lodge, 
has no right, moral, legal or masonic, by print or other interdicted method, 
to possibly impair the right of every mem ber of the craft to make the use 
thereof as against profanes exclusive." 

W e may not agree with him in his application of it, because after a care

ful examination of the usages as far back as we can trace them, we incline 

to th e opinion that the language of qualification or limitation, which follows 

the absolute proposition, were intended to cover the very question under 

discussion. 

We would like to notice other matters in this report, but our time is ex

hausted, and our manuscript must go to the printer. 

KENTUCKY, 1805. 

Very concise and yet clear is the statement of his official acts by Grand 

Master HENRY H. HOLEMAN. 

Peace and harmony had prevailed at home and with other Grand Lodges. 

He speaks eloquently in behalf of the" Home. " 

His decisions are based upon local law, but the concluding part of the fol

lowing depend~ upon fundam ental law, and it is quoted hecause in a few 
jurisdictions the opposite is held: 

" The law requires the ballot spread the second time when only one black 
ball is cast. It also allows the member casting the black ball to withdraw 
the same publicly by the second stated meeting thereafter. A black ball 
was so withdrawn, but later than the second stated meet ing after it was 
cast, and the candidate was initiated. Held-The candidate is not supposed 
to know the law, and having acted in good faith and having been initiated 
in a regular lodge, he is a regular mason." 

The question of trying a Master for unmasonic conduct was before the 

Grand Lodge. Bro. GRANT, for the committee, made a report in which he 

says: 

"The prevailing opinion appears to be in harmony with our Kentucky 
laws, namely, that the subordinate lodge has no power to try its Master for 
any olIence, however heinous, during his term of offi ce, because he should 
be tried by his peers! Not much ' mect upon the level' in that." 

Omit .. hecause " and all after it and the statement is correc t. The 

" peers" business is simply nonsense. The reason is because he is the ruler 

and governor of the lodge, "at his will and pleasure," subject only to 

answer to the Grand Lodge for an abuse of his power. The attemp.to pro

vide for his trial failed, perhaps because the proposed law gave to the Grand 

Master the power of expulsion, but subj ect to appeal. The constant agita

tion of this matter literally makes us tired. The law in Maine and Massa-



Correspondence-Kentucky. 

chusetts has worked admirably; let the Grand Master investigate any com
plaint, and if he finds cause suspend the Master from his masonic rights ti11 
the meet ing of the Grand Lodge a nd then try him finally. See our remarks 
in a previous part of this mport. 

The Grand I_odge last year determined to celebrate its centennial by the 
erection of a Home and Infirmary" for aged, infirm and penn iless brother 
masons" and appointed a committee to obtain subscriptions, and $12,636.75 
bad been subscribed. 

The committee was continued and authorized to canvass the state. 

The following was adopted: 
"WII EllEAS, The retailing of spirituous liquors has been so abused as to 

" become a great evil in the social life of our country, so that the prosecution 
of that business by a Master Mason is inconsistent with his profess ron of 
moral character and conduct and calculated to bring the order into public 
disrepute; therefore, be it 

"Resolved, That this Grand Lodge disapprove the conducting of such 
business by a Master Mason." 

The Report on Correspond ene, (1051313.) was presented by Bro. WILLIAM 
VV. CLARI'E. 

We do not agree in the following: 
" It is the duty of a lodge to bury, with masonic honors, its deceased 

members, if so requested by them before they die, or if the request is made 
after death by a member of the family. A mason is always in good stand
ing against whom no charges are penlling. If, therefore, he dies in good 
standing, we question the right of a lodge by any act to questiou his status 
a fter death. " 

We do not agree to his definition of " good standing" so far as it relates 
to burial or charity. We believ e that the lodge has the right as well as the 
power to determine whether a deceased brother was, when he died, worthy 
of the honors of Masonry. 

But we heartily endorse the following: 
"This committee agrees with the committee in its dissent as to that de

cision wherein the Grand Master held that' the funds of the lodge could not 
be used to pay the burial expenses of a suspended mason whose family, by 
his death, were left in destitute circumstances. ' It is true, as held by the 
Grand Master, that' the fund of the lodge is a sacred fund,' and we may be 
williug to go with him to the extent of also saying that it 'should be used 
only for purely masonic purposes,' but we cannot admit that 'the very 
nature of the Institution would naturally prohibit going outside the frater
nity to dispense its charity. ' On the other hand we believe that wherever 
suffering and want is found there is found an opportunity for the exercise 
of masonic charity ." 

And this: 

" We have never understood that the Past Master's degree was necessary 
to the validity of a degree. We hold that a Master has the right to ask any 
Master Mason to confer a degree; and we further hold that, in the absence 
of the Master, the Senior Warden, and, in the absence of both, the Ju"nior 
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Warden, succeeds to all the duties of the Master, except that of installing the 
officers of a lodge." . 

He claims to be the author of the doctrine held by a very few others, that 

a rejection does not imply unfitness, "bnt nothing more than that he was 
obnoxious to some member of the objecting lodge." We think that he 
must have forgotten the charge to an Entered Apprentice. 'Ve are glad, 
however, to have his admission that he is the author of this do()tri!le, thereby 
admitting by implication (as is the fact) that the previous doctrine and usage 
of Masonry were the other way. 

'Ve believe the following may be true of the Grand Lodge of Kentucky, 
which, as we remember, is not a Sovereign Grand Lodge, according to the 
original plan of a Grand Lodge and as almost all other Grand Lodges are : 
that is, as we infer from Bro. CLA RKE'S remarks, and as we remember, it can
not alter and amend its constitution at its pleasure, but only by submitting the 
proposed amendment to the lodges for their decision; so that, as he says, 
the power resides in the lodges. Bnt it is otherwise in New Hampshire, the 
report of whose Grand Lodge committee he was criticising, and in most of 
the other Grand Lodges: 

" We are not prepared to subscribe to this doctrine; indeed, we seriously 
doubt whether, in the nature of things, such a principle can be predicated 
of any body composed of delegates or representatives. If it be so consti
tnted, then its members are responsible to the bodies whose representa
tives they are and which has delegated them to act in their place and for 
them, and which has the right to prescribe their actions and dictate their 
course. The representative, himself, has no authority except that derived 
from the body which he represents. His agency being a general one, he 
may use his discretion except ill those matters in which he has been spec
ially instructed, but in such matters he must obey instructions. In other 
words, the representative of a const'ituent lodge is simply the agent of that 
lodge through which it acts and speaks. A lodge might exist, certain ly 
have existed, without a Grand Lodge, but a Grand Lodge can have no ex
istence without constituents-subordinate lodges. The cOllstitution of a 
Grand Lodge is not a grant of power to the subordinate lodge; ex vi termini 
it could not be, else it would cease to be a constitution and would become a 
grant or gift. The limitations upon the power of Grand Lorlges are not 
voluntary surrenders of authority but are restrictions placed upon it by its 
constituents. The authority of Grand Lodges are not inherent, but are 
such as are granted to it by the lodges composing it. " 

The representative of a lodge should obey its instructions, but if he should 
not, he could be tried for it in most jurisdictions by the Grand Lodge. The 
representative gets his powers from the Grand Longe constitution and the 
general masonic law, a part of which is that he ought to obey the instruc
tions given him, on any particular subject, by his lodge, provided they are 
not in conflict with the law of the Grand Lodge. His position that a Grand 
Lodge cannot exist without subordinate lodges is correct. only in those juris
dictions in which the constitution so provides, either expressly or by neces
sary implication. In Ohio, they will tell him that a lodge cannot exist 
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without the existence of a Grand Lodge from which it holds a charter: we 
agree that it can exist, but cannot work till it goes under the government of 
a Grand Lodge. 

The following would indicate that he has not carefull y studied the early 
history of Grand J.odges, whell it was assumed tlmt the" Old Constitutions " 
were in force in every Grand Lodge un t il they were changed : 

" We can hardly imagine a Grand Lodge without a constitut ion. "Ve 
know of no common law by which they conld act or be governed or enact 
laws wi thout such autl lOrity was gr anted in its constitntion. It is t rue that 
a provision of th e constitution may be changed or a new co nstitution be 
adopted, but it can only be done by the lodges acting through their agents, 
and none others would ha ve authority to act in such a manner. It is also 
true, as stated, that' constitutions are of modern date, ' but this committee 
might have gone fur ther, and, in support of what is here being urged, hrwe 
also stated that Grand Lodges are also of modern date." 

However, if . we are correct in relation to the Constitution of his Grand 
Lodge, we are at cross purposes in this disenssion, as he is speaking about 
one kind of a Grand J.odge, and we of one of precisely an opposite character. 

He holds that" the rejection of a candidate does not render him un
worthy." So far as we have read, no one has ever cla imed the contrary. 
The suspension or expulsion of a brothel' does not " render him unworthy" ; 
it is the decision of the propel' tribunal that he is unworthy to remain a 
mason, precisely as a rejection is a decision of the propel' tribunal that the 
canclidate is unworthy to become a mason. 

In his review of Maine (I8!).;) he says: 
"The address of the Grand Master is in every respect admirable. 'Ve 

sincerely regret that the wise a ml manly words of his conclusion will not be 
read by all masons. " . 

He says further: 

"We beg to courteously differ from our learned brother. The Grand 
Lodge of Kentucky li as never cla imed' the right to admit to membership 
in Kentucky ludges the suspended masons of other jurisdictions who become 
residents in that state. ' The lodge which suspends a mason has jurisdiction 
of him because he has a masonic status, and was therein disciplined, and 
the difference between a rejected candidate and a mason who has been sus
pended is toto erelo. " 

We did not say that Kentucky had claimed such right: we said that the 
declaration of its com mittee covers that claim fully, and it does. His at
tempted distinction between the two cases, on the ground that one gives him 
a status, and the other does not , is merely begging the question. He says : 

" Our good brother seelIls to lose his temper when an argument is turned 
against him. Quoting a st!ltement from our last report, he adds: 'Then he 
would tell the brother what is not true.' This is not becoming language for 
olle brother to use towa.rds a.nother. and we will not believe that Bro. Drum
mond meant it in an offensive sense unt il he so avows, and that, we believe, 
he will not do. " 
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If we do lose our temper in such a case, this one is not an illustration of 
it. We did not perceive that any argument of ours had been turner! against 
us, and moreover did not lose our temper in the least. Nol' do we see any 
occasion for our brother's construing our words in an offensive sense; to 
make them offensive, they require an addition; perhaps, as Tony Weller 
said, "correct" instead of "true" woulr! have been" a more tenderer 
word," but we are obtuse enough not to be able to see wherein one word is 
more" becoming " than the other. 

He says further: 

"But let us look one moment at the other side of this matter. By what 
right does a Grand Lodge prescribe that a mason, regularly made in a reg
ular lodge (If another jurisdiction, shall be denied the right to visit its lodges, 
if, at auy time in the past, that mason had been rejected by one of its 
lodges? If legally made a mason-or if the brother prefel's the term law· 
fully-if lawfully made a mason, is he not a mason? And if made a mason 
according to the laws of the jll1'iRdiction when initiated in a regular lodge, 
will he not be lawfully or legally made?" 

If Kentucky has the right, as Bro. CLARKIl claims for her, to make masons 
of any resident of her jurisdiction, whether of rejected candidates or of ex
pelled or suspended masons, (for the principle as stated covers the latter as 
well as the former, and if correct must cover them) Maine has the right to 
say who shall visit her lodges or be recognized as masons in her jurisdiction: 
the Kentucky declaration in principle concedes this. But Bro. CLARKIl 

says in effect, that the declaration is too broad, and there are liJlJitations to 
it: well, this is one step taken 111 the right (lirection: whether rejected can
didates do not properly make another step will be d iscussed in another re
port, to which we refer him. 

MANITOBA, 1895. 
I 

Two special communications were held , each to lay the coneI' stone of a 
church; the Grand Lodge was opened in ample form, performed the cere
monies in the usual manner and closed in ample form. 

Of the condition of the craft, the Grand Mastel' (TIIOM AS TWEED) says: 
" A reference to the several reports of the District Deputy Grand Masters 

shows an increase of membership during the year. The prevailing financial 
depression, however, has doubtless had the effect of preventing many worthy 
men from seeking admission to our beloved institntion. This is to be re
gretted, yet we have the knowledge that our membership is united, and that 
the greatest harmony exists all over our wide jurisdiction. I am hopeful 
that with the now returning tide of prosperity, our prospects will be materi
ally brightened. I would urge upon subordinate lodges the necessity of suffi
ciently insuring their property, and of collecting the dues more promptly, 
and would suggest the advisability: in the general interests of Masonry in 
this jurisdiction, of the abolition or reduction of affiliation fees." 

Of public installations, he said: 
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"In December last I received an application from Alberta Lodge, No. 37, 
for a dispensation to install its offi cers in public. While quite aware that 
this practice prevails in some of the less conservative jurisdictions of the 
United States, I was at a loss to see how the provisions of our constitution, . 
governing tb e ceremony of installation, could be properly carried ont in the 
presence of the public; I therefore refused to grant the dispensation." 

OUI' M. W. Brother is unfortunate in his statement: for" some," accuracy 
would have compelled him to write" all save two or possibly three" : hav
ing corrected that el'l'or we scarcely think he woulel claim all the conserva
tism' is cen tered in those three! 

But he says further: 

" r cannot do better than to quote here what the Grand !\faster of the 
Grand Lodge of New J ersey has since said on this subject:-

., 'It will be observed that applications continue to be made every year for 
dispensatiolls for public installations of officers; seldom if at all, is any real 
or abiding good accomplished by these demonstrations-the ritual for which, 
by reason of the circumstances, is both abbreviatpd and modified, and, at 
the same time, is not improved, as we know, but on the contrary deC'idedly 
marred by the unnecessary changes. A long line of precedents both vener
able and honorable, is, to my mind , almost the only justification for granting 
dispensations of this character. I am pleased to note, however, that the 
number of applications does not in crease, and I trnst that the day is coming 
when the breturen will realize that the best interests of the masonic frater
nity will be promoted and served by the invariable performance of its instal·· 
lat ion ceremon ies, which are, in a sense, when fully and properly rendered, 
some of the most important of all our realistic observances within the tyled 
lodge, and will, therefore, voluntarily cease to seek for dispensations to au
th orize their disclosure, or partial disclosure to the uninitiated." 

As against the testimony of the Grand Master of New Jersey we set the 

unanimous statement to the cont.rary of every other witness, who has had 
knowledge by actual observation and experience. 

"Ve are also utterly at a loss to know what our New Jersey brother means 
by changes in the ritual. They must have one in New Jersey peculiar to 
themselves. We are familiar with the rituai in a large number of jnrisdic
t ions, and we desire to assure our Manitoba brethren that there is not the 
slightest change in the rituals userl at public installations from that used at 
installations in the lodge. All is printed, (even in Pennsylvania) except what 
cannot be performed in a lodge of Master Masons; and that part, whether 
the installation is in a lodge or out of it, is always performed elsewhere. 

Our New J ersey brother may feel complimented at being thus quoted, but 
we can see the look of amazpment and disgnst on his face when he reads 
that the brother qnoting him granted dispensations to lodges to attend divine 
worship and even" to wear regal ia at a conversazione" ! 

These reports of the District Deputies show a very faithfnl and energetic 
performance of duties by these officers. 

We greatly regret to learn of the burning of the Masonic Temple at Win-
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nipeg, with the library and nearly all the other property of the Grand Lodge, 
including the Proceedings of 1895, which had just come from the printer: 

The Grand Master says: 
"On the 16th of November, 1894, this jurisdiction in general , and the 

Winnipeg brethren in particular, sustained a severe loss by the disastrous 
fire which destroyed the building occupied by them. Many of the losses are 
irreparable, especially the records and library. With characteristic energy 
the brethren of the various city lodges, and of the other branches of Masonry, 
set to work to raise funds for the new Masonic Temple, and I am informed 
have met with most gratifying success. Our Grand Secretary will donbtless 
be prepared to go more particularly into the details of the pl·oject. Suffice 
at this time for me to say that ere long a fittin g ed itice will be erected and 
dedicated to Masonry, which will be alike a cred it to the city amI a monu
ment to the zeal of the brethren of Winnipeg." 

The Librarian says: 

"A few days after the fire of November 16, 1894, which destroyed the 
library and nearly all the other property of the Grand Lodge, 1 add resse.l 
a letter to the Grand Secretary of each of our s i ~ter Grand Lodges, and to 
other brethren at home and a broad, advis ing them of our loss, and invoking 
their assistance, in as far as possible, repairing it. The responses were most 
prompt and gratifying, each mail and express bringing donations until at t.he 
present time our vault is fi lled with a va luable collection of masonic and 
other books. A catalogue containing a list of these donations will be pub
lished at the earliest date possible, and the names of the donors will appear 
therein. " 

And the Board of General Purposes adds: 

"Your Board very much regret to report that ow ing to the lire at the 
Western Canada Block, in the city of Winnipeg. on November 16th, 1894, 
the Library, the Minute Books of Grand Lodge and of the Board of Gen
eral Purposes, and the various committees, together with a ll the property of 
the Grand Lodge, except the Membership Registers, were destroyed . Im
mediate steps were taken by the Grand Secretary, by communicating with 
brethren at hOllle and abroad, to lay the foundation of a new libra ry, alld 
your Board is pleased to learn that his efforts in that direction have met 
with great success." 

.A practice, prevailing in some jurisdictions, for which we have never been 

able to find any warrant in the ancient usages of the craft, and which has 
always seemed to ns inconsistent with lirst prinCiples also, was thus repudi

ated by the Grand Lodge: 

"In reference to decision number one, of M. W. Bro. D. J . Goggin, Grand 
Master, as contained in his address to Grand Lodge, this committee, with
ont consideration of the question of prerogative, is of the opinion that there 
is no power under the constitution for one lodge to confer the degree of 
Entered Apprentice at the request of another lodge, and it is furth er the 
opinion of this committee that such degree can only be conferred by the 
lodge to which the petition for initiatioll was presented, and by which the 
petitioner was accepted." 

There was no Report on Correspondence in consequence of the loss of the 

Proceedings by the fire and the reSUlting confusion. 

The Comm ittee on the Grand Master's address say: 
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"YOUI' committee strongly concurs with the Grand Master in refusing to 
grant dispensations for public installations, and is pleased to note that the 
decision of the Grand Master has lessened the number of applications for 
such privileges." 

The mistake of the committee in taking what was said by the Grand 

Master of New J ersey for a statement by their own Grand Master would 

indicate that no very great attention was given to the matter by them. 

Four charters were granted to lodges u. D.-an evidence of growth which 

we are glad to see. 
The library was ingured for $510, which will be expended in binding pam

pillets and in the purchase of new books. 

A revised Constitution was adopted. 

MARYLAND, 1895. 

The l'roceedings of the May and November sessions are again published 

in one pamphlet. 

On May 7, 1895-
"The M. W. Grand Master assembled the Grand Officers in his office and 

informed them he was about to exp.rcise his prerogative of making a mason 
at sight . 

.. The Grand Secretary read a petition from Hugh K. Walker, Minister 
of the Gospel, aged :38 years, recommended by the Grand Master. 

"The Grand Master and Grand Officers repaired to Fidelity Lodge, No. 
loo, which was in session. , 

"The M. W. Gmnd Master assumed the chair, and the Gmnd Officers 
the other stations, when Bro. Walker was introduced and initiated, and 
afterwards passed to the degree of Fellow Craft, and raised to the sublime 
degree of Master Mas'Jn in regular order. 

"The Grand Master and Grand Officers retired, and the W. Master and 
officers of Fidelity Lodge resumed their stations. 

"Bro. Walker's petition for membership was presented to the lodge, 
upon which a ballot was had ami he declared elected." 

We g ive the record complete in order to show the manner in which a 

mason is made" at sight" in that jurisdiction. We, however, do not un

derstand the signiJicance of repairing to the lodge to do the work: Will 

Bro. SC II ULTZ explain? 
Th e followinll; resolution had been referred to a special commit tee: 

"l1esolved, That the laying of corner stones, unveiling of statues, burial 
of the dead, etc., are true masonic work, and should be performed while 
the lodge is open in the 'I'h ird degree. " 

The majority of the committee reported against it, but Bro. SCHUI~TZ sub
mittecl a minority report in its favor. 

The majority say that the resolution" is a violation of the very nature 

and constitution of a tyledlodge." It may seem so to them, but if they had 

examined the question in the light of ancient masonic usage, they would 
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not have so reported: ancient masonic usage would bave taught them that 
a tyled lodge does secret work, and a ty led lodge does public work. It may 
seem inconsistent to some, but it is too late to limit masonic work to pl·i1Jatc 

work in view of the usage. 
Correspondence had been had with the different Grand Secretaries, and 

tkirty-one Grand Lodges do the work while open as stich, and Jom·teen are 
reported as "call ing off" on such occasions: aillong the la tter a re Canada 
and Manitoba; concerning these two, we think there must be some mistake, 
for the records of such ceremonies and of funerals do not so state; in the 
Proceedings of Manitoba, just reviewed, are accounts of the laying of two 
corn~r stones, and according to the record in both cases, the Grand Lodge 
performed the ceremonies while open as such. 

They base their argument on the use of the word "adjou l"l1cd" and in

sist that it means the same as "called off"; in the first place it does not 
mean the same; an adjournment is a very different thing from" calling off' · ; 

in the second place, it is the usage of Masolll"Y to have its own name for cer
tain acts and to use always the appropriate name for the act; sy nonyms are 
not favored in our masonic nomenclature. 

Another thing; the word is not used at a ll in relation to funerals. 
Nor do they explain why, if the lodge is not op3n on the Third degree, 

Entered Apprentices and Fellow Crafts are as rigorously excluded from the 

procession as they are from the lodge. 
They refer to the Baltimore Convention of 1843: but that is unfortunate 

for them: in the funeral service adopted by it, on Illotion of Bro. Dov>~, of 
Virginia, there is no suggestion of adjournmcnt or calling off: the lodge is 
opened on the Third degree and proceeds cont inuously until the services are 
completed and the lodge is closed. 

Again: it is well known that the ruling spirits in that convention were 
CHARU:S W. MOORE, of Massachusetts, J OliN DOVE, of Virginia, and 
S. 'v. B. CARNEGY, of Missouri , and in all three of those jurisdictions the 
rule stated in the resolut ion then was, evcr s ince has been, ami now is the 
law. '~e have many times walked in procession with CIlAIlL IlS W. Moong 

in the Grand Lodge, or lodge open as such, in the perfonlHlI1Cfl of these 
ceremonies. 

The minority report of Bro. SCHULTZ is very able and conclusive. We 
need copy but a few extracts from it, but refer our brethrell to it. Of the 
meaning of the word" adjourn," he says: 

"I understand this to mean, the Grand J.oclge adjourns in procB8siun 
from the place where it was opened to the place where the ceremony takes 
place; that it is open during the entire performance of the ceremollY , other
wise it coutu not be clused at the conclusion of them." 

We copy the following a~ being the correct view, alld as conclusively 
settling the whole question : 
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"Nor am I ab le to concur in the conclusions of the majority committee, 
that' an open loJ.ye cannot appear in public; that wh en it goes forth even 
to perform masoni c labor it lllust. be called off.' I not only believe that an 
open loJ.ye can appear in public, but it is improper for a lodge to appear in 
public otherwise than open. 

" 1 can conceive of bllt three states 01' conditions in which it is possible 
for a lodge of Ancient ~' I'ee and Accepted Masons to be-either open and 
at labor, called off froUl labor to refreshment, or closed. 

" If the lodge is closed, the brethren are dispersed; they a re no longer 
permitted to wear masonic clothing, nor are they subject to the orders of 
the Master or Wardens. They are simply citizens, and are permitted to 
follow ' their own pleasures or to pursue their usu"l avocations. 

" If the lodge is called off from labor to refreshment, the craft is in charge 
of the Junior Warden. Refreshment does not mean simply eating and 
drinking, but rest and recreation also. Masonic labor ceases for the tillle 
being; as our laboring men and mechanics would say, they have ' knocked 
off work. ' Surely no one can believe that it would be proper to bnry a 
brother or to lay a corner stone with masonic honors when the craft is in 
either of these condit ions. It then follows that the labors referred to must 
be pe.rformed when the lodge is in that condition when alone it can do 
masonic work, that is, when open. 

"There are two kinds of masonic labor-esoteric and exoteric. The first 
can only be performed in an open loclge, by and in the presence of the ini
tiated. The latter may be performed by masons in publ ic, in a lodge which 
has been previously upened esote1·ically. 

" We publish our transactions, and thcre is no particular care taken that 
the profane do not. read them; as a matter of fact, we send copies of them 
to our public libraries. Now, if the profane may read what has been trans
acted in a closely-tyled Master Mason's lodge, why may they not witness such 
of our ceremoni eH as are permitted to be performed in public by masons, in 
a lodge that has been previously and prit'ately opened? How that lodge was 
opened, and how it will be closed again, they may not know. 

" If it be not an open lodge, why must the Tyler, with the drawn sword 
in his lmnd, head the procession? Why are the brethren clothed as masons, 
the MRster and all his officers invested with their jewels of office? the Mastel' 
also with the gavel, the emblem of his authority, in his hand? the Wardells 
carrying their colnmns, the Deacons and Stewards their wands? Why mnst 
the Three Great Lights, as well as the Three Lesser Lights. be borne in the 
procession ? (Some jurisdictions requiring t.he presence of the charter al~o.) 
And why, if the Grand Master be present, although it be only a subord inRte 
lodge, must the Rook of Constitutions be borne before him, and the Sword 
Bearer follow him ? Why, I repeat, must all this formality be observed if 
it be not an open luJ.ye of masons going forth to perforlll masonic labor?" 

He then goes on to show that the resolution is in accordance with ancient 

usage. 

The Grand Lodge adopted the minority report upon a vote by lodges. 

The Grand Mastel' (TIIOMAS J. SllIn'O(JI() thus commences his address: 

"BI<J;TIII< E:-I: To-night I greet you for the tenth consecutive time as 
yonr GrandMaster-a decRde of years since you first entrusted to my care 
the responsibilities of the important position. During this period many events 
have passed illto history; Illany tr ials and difficulties have been met and sur
mounted . Our patience and perseverenee have been put to the severest 
test, and we have been tried by Nature's fiercest element--fire. We have 
passed through and emerged from it better and stronger, more vigorous and 
hopeful for the future of Masonry within our jurisdiction." 
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He might truthfully have added, "Et quorum magna pars Ju·i." His 
ability, energy and wisdom, assisted by tbe confidence the brethren had in 

him, were a very large element in achieving this result. 

The year had been marked by harmony and progress, and he had but one 
case in which his intervelltion was required: 

" I have always considered that the first duty of the Granel Master was, 
at all hazards, to protect the interests of the craft, so far as it lay in his 
power so to do. During my administration there has been but few occa
sions when it was necessary for me to exercise a prerogative invested in the 
Grand Master from time immemorial, and I regret to be compelled· to report 
that such an occasion did arise during the past year. I learned that one of 
our lodges had elected to receive the Entered Apprentice degree, a man of 
notorious character, one who had been expelled from . a legislative body of 
our state for malfeasance in office. I immediately notified this lodge not to 
confer the degrees of Masonry upon this candidate, but to return to him the 
funds in their possession; and I further admonished them, that should they 
continue to receive and act favorably upon material which would be a dis
credit to the fraternity, I should consider it my duty to arrest their charter 
and lay the matter before the Grand Lodge. My· instructions in the matter 
were complied with. I cannot understand how this lodge could have acted 
favorably upon this applicant when his disgrace was a mat.ter of public 
record, and, in fact, of public notoriety." 

W e suppose that this will be denounced by some of the anti-prerogative 

brethren, but the exercise of the Grand Master's power for the evident good 

of the craft, in snch cases as this, takes all the force out of their arguments. 
Orthis the committee say: 

" His course in arresting a lodge f1'Om conferring the degree on an un
worthy person, IllUSt commend itself to every member of the jurisdiction ; 
and we indulge the hope that the representatives of the lodges will see to it 
that that part at least of the addresti sha ll be read in open lodge for the in
struction of the brethren. The size of the volume of the report of our pro
ceedings deters many from reading it through, but we hope some means may 
be adopted by which special attention of the craft may be called to it." 

This Grand Lodge pub~ishes a " Roll of Honor," containing the names of 
sixty-two brethren who have been" Active Members of the Grand Lodge 

for twellty-five years or more." 

The Heport on Correspondence (120 pp ) was presented by Bro. EDWARD 

T. SCHUL'fZ . 

He dissents from the decision of the Grand Lodge of Californ ia, that a 

Master is not bound to obey, in Grand J"odge, the instructions of his lodge: 

" What do instructions amount to if the party instructed is not required 
to carry them out? In the opinion of your committee, the Master must vote 
on a measure pending in Grand Lodge as his lodge may formally instruct 
him to do. The old regulations expressly say: 'The majority of every par
ticular lodge, when congregated, shall have the privilege of giving instruc
tions to their Master and Wardens, before the assem bling of the Grand 
etc. , because their Masters and Wardens are their representatives and are 
supposed to speak their mind. ' " 

He says further: 
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"It was the invariable custom of the brethren, in the early days, to 
assemble on St. John's Day, open on the Entered Apprentice's degree, and 
march in procession to a church to hear' Divine Service'; after which the 
brethren dined togethel', then returned to the lodge room and closed the 
lodge. Indeed, it was one of the expressed conditions laid down in the 
deputations given to Grand Masters Coxe and Price by the Grand Lodge of 
England, that they should' require the brethren to keep the Feast of St. 
John the Evangelist, and dine together on that day.' And we know of no 
more appropriate occasion for the craft to appear in public, in open lodge, 
unless it be to bury a brother mason, than that on St. John's Day. And the 
custom was generally followed in our country until the period of our Civil 
War, during the continuance of which, unfortunately, .jnnovations were 
made upon this as well as other ancient usages and customs of the craft." 

We do not think that in this section of the country, the celebration of St. 

John's Day has ever been fully revived since the anti-masonic days. 

In answer to the" go-as-we-please " doctrine of Indiana, Kentucky, &c., 

he well says: 

" The lawful masonic acts of a duly warranted and regularly constituted 
lodge of Master Masons are those of the entire fraternity wheresoever d is
persed. Hence, when it makes a mason, that mason at once becomes a 
member of the unirersal craft and is so held and regarded. Likewise, when 
a lawful lodge has, after due trial, pronounced one of its members no longer 
worthy of membership in this universal fl'atern'ity, that sentence is every
where respected . No one has ever heard of a true mason or lawful lodge 
that would knowingly affiliate with or hold converse upon the subject of 
Masonry with a brother upon whom a sentence of expUlsion from the rights 
of the fraternity has been passed by a regula t· lodge of masons. 

"This being admitted, we wish to know why, when a party has applied 
to the same legally constituted lodge for admission into the craft univel'sal, 
and it, as the duly accredited agent· of said universal craft has, after due in
vestigation, pronounced said petitioner unworthy to be received as a mem
ber thereof, why, we repeat, is not its utterance in this regard to be equally 
respected by the craft everywhere? 

" For whether there be one black ball or a dozen, when the Master de
clares the petitioner duly rejected, the act becomes that of the lodge; indeed, 
it is the act of the entire craft, through its duly accredited agent, the lodge; 
and, in the opinion of your committee, no lodge or Grand Lodge can right
fully confer the degrees upon said petitioner withollt first obtaining the con
sent of this, the accredited agent of the craft." 

As he presented his report in November instead of May, as heretofore, he 

has Maine for both 1894 and 1895. He does not quite agree with our com

mittee in relation to Grand Honors: 

" The honors adopted by the Graud r~odge of Maine may with great pro
priety be nsed at the public or private installation of a Master or Grand 
Master to express' obedience, deference and reverence,' but we are unable to 
see any appropriateness whatever in their use at the laying of a corner stone 
or burial of a brother. We have good authority for the belief that the sys
tem of giving the Pnblic Grand Honors as adopted by our Grand Lodge at 
the 1894 annual cOlJlmunication were those agreed upon by the masonic con
vention of 1843 as the' Graml Honors ' to be nsed upon all public occasions. 
And it was not until about thirty-five years ago that the idea arose in some 
parts of our country that these were the funeral Grand Honors and some
thing else was invented to be used on other than funeral occasions." 

App. 7 G. L. 
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He is still struggling to show that" congregating a lodge" means" open
ing a lodge": his struggles recall to our mind very forcibly those of his asso
ciates on another committee, to show that "adjourning" a lodge means 
"calling off" a lodge! He and they can sympathize with each other. 

He says: 
" And furthermore, the Grand Lodges generally of this country mnst 

understand its meaning as we do; for, with the exception of some foul' 01' 
five, all prohibit their lodges from being opened in the absence of the Master 
and both Wardens." 

Not so: they have changed the" old regulation," as they had the power 
to do: he must also multiply his" four or five" several times in order to be 

accurate. 
The Grand Lodge of England adopted this regulat ion: it then construed 

it, by its practice, ever since has construed it and now construes it, con
trary to the views of Bro. SC/lUL'v:, and the law that a Past Master opens 
the lodge in the absence of the Master and Wardens prevails in that 
Grand Lodge and in all the Grand Lodges of the Dependencies of the 
British Crown except Nova Scotia, which has within a few years re
modeled its laws and abandoned its former imitations of the polity of its 
mother Grand Lodge, and changed its old regulation. So we have Canada, 
Quebec, New Brunswick, British Columbia, Prince Edward Island and 
Manitoba to begin with, and there are double that number in the United 
States in which the old regulation prevails, in whole or in part. 

When one of the Provincial Grand Masters of Massachusetts died, his 
predecessor immediately assumed the duties of the office, and acted ulltil 
another was appointed, and all conceded that under the masonic law the 
authority so reverted. 

But the following is almost" too good for anything": 
"We add this suggestion for Bro. Drummond's thoughtful consideration 

-admitting, as he contends, that' congregate ' means the call or notice 
issued by the Warden for a meeting of the lodge; now, is it not natural to 
suppose that it sometimes happened in the days when the regulations were 
adopted, as it sometimes happens in our day, that the Master, fully expect
ing to be present at a meeting of his lodge, is at the last moment prevented 
from attending? The Past Mastel' in such a case, according to Bro. Drum
mond, certainly cannot preside, for the 'Varden would not have time to con
gregate the"lodge; that is, to issue a call for the meeting." 

Laws are made for general cases, and not for possible exceptions; the 
purpose of the law was to provide for the absence of the Master; if he had 
congregated the lodge, well and good; if he had not done so, the Warden 
must do it: the law was that the Past Mastel' coulrl not act until the lodge 
had once been congregated. The law can have no sllch sharp, literal cun
struction as Bro. SCHULTZ suggests; that hair-splitting is altogether too fine. 
If it were not, the answer is, that the meeting called by the Master cannot 
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be held, and the Warden must congregate the lodge again. So that if the 
literal construction of the regulation contended for by Bro. SCHULTZ is cor
rect, (which we deem absurdly incorrect, however,) the result would be 
precisely the sftm e as it would be under his law, if the Master should call a 
meeting, a nd he and the Wardens should be absent-a new meeting would 
have to be called. 

In his " Conclusion," he discusses the "cipher queRtion" to quite an 
extent. He gives a brief history of the " Mnemonics": but that is not a 
fair illustration, for an examination of them showed (as we know from 
actual experience) that they were intelligible to any person of ordinary in
telligellce, and some experience in deciphering enigmas, &c. But the 
" cipher" is a different thing: and we would like to know Bro. SCHULTZ'S 
views upon the question whether Webb and his contemporaries, who cer

tainly used them, did not understand that they came within the limitation 
upon the prohibit,ion in the law. It occurs to us, that in the discussions of 
this question the limitation has been ent irely lost sight of, and only the pro

hibit-ion, without the limitation, has been considered. In fact, 110 one ha, 
seemed to consider whether the qualifying words are a limitation on the 
prohibition or not. 

MASSACH USETTS, 1895. 

A very large number of special communications were held during the year, 
for dedicating halls, ass isting in the celebration of the centennials of lodges, 
constituting new lodges, laying corner stones and other similar masonic work. 

With the discussion of the Maryland Commi ttee fresh in our mind, we 
take extracts from this record, showing the practice of this Grand Lodge, 
whose usages ante· date those of eVB1·y other Gm ncl L oclge on tkis continent, 
and whose continuous record extends back to within less than twenty years 
of the organization of the first Gra nd Lodge in 1717. We have been taunted 
wi th giving more weight to masonic usage in Massachusetts than to that of 
other jurisd ictions. We regard the taunt as a compliment : fo r her usages 
arc more ancient and can be traced so fa r back that it is quite certain that 
they are the ancient usages of the craft in the times before recorded Masonry 
began. They, therefore, are entitled to the greatest weight. 

The record of the fi rst session of the year, in relation to the points involved 
in the discu~sion , runs thus: 

"The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form in one of the ante-rooJIls 
of the new hall at 7 o' clock 1'. ~( . A procession of the Grand Officers was 
formed by the Grand Marshal, and escorted to the lodge-room by a commit
tee of past and present Masters, where a large company of ladies and brethren 
were assembled." 

* * * * * * * * * 
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"The report being satisfactory, the M. W. Grand Mastel' solemnly ded
icated the hall to Freemasonry, to virtue, and to universal benevolence, in 
accordance with ancient form and usage, and the ritual of t.his Grand Lodge, 
and the Grand Marshal made proclamation accordingly. 

"The Grand Officers then withdrew to the place of opening and the Grand 
Lodge was closed in ample form at fifteen minutes after 8 o'clock P . M." 

The following from the address of Grand Master HOLM ES on this occasion 

touches another matter now much discussed: 

" I am profoundly impressed with a sense of the far-reaching responsi
bility that devolves to-day upon our fraternity to take into the Order none 
but the best men,-men of character and ability, who will uphold the prin
ciples taught by our symbols." 

At the celebration of the centennial of Republican Lodge, the following is 

from the the record of the opening and closing: 

" The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form, at half-past three o'clock 
P. M., in one of the parlors of the Mansion House. A processio!1 of the 
Grand Officers was formed by the Grand Marshal, and escorted by a com
mittee of Past Masters to the lodge-room, where the M. W. Grand Master 
was appropriately welcomed by the W. Mastel' of Republican Lodge, Bro. 
Charles A. Wheeler. Shortly after, the lines were again formed, aml the 
lodge conducted their vi~itors to the Second Congregational Church, which 
was soon filled to its utmost capacity." 

* * * * * * * * * 
"At half-past eleven o'clock P. M. the Grand OffiGers returned to the 

place of opening, and the Grand Lodge was closed in ample form at 11 :40 
P. !I." 

The address of Grand Master HOLMBS was of a historic character and was 

exceedingly interesting. He held the original charter granted one hundred 

years before and signed by Paul Revere as Grand Master. In 1795, six 
lodges received charters or dispensations from Paul Revere, and everyone 

of the six is still in existence-grand evidences of the stability of Masonry in 
our mother Commonwealth and weighty reasons for confidence in her usages. 

Grand Master HOLMES attended all these special communications and 

delivered addresses, and yet he did not" repeat himself," but those, who 

attended them all, had equal cause for continuous interest as those who had 

the benefit of only a part. We regret that we have not space to reproduce 

them, but these Proceedings may be found in several of our masonic and 
public libraries, and we earnestly hope that our brethren will read them. 

The historical addresses are also of very great value and interest: indeed, 

these four pamphlets are of very great value to the general historical studllnt. 

We are reviewing them in order, however, and shall of course mix matters 

purely masonic with matters of history. 
In passing, we note the vote of the Grand Lodge in li79, granting a char

ter of a military lodge, especially important as showing the recognition at 
that early date of the existence, as a matter of course, of the doctrine of ex

clusive territorial jurisdiction. 
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The record of the public constitution of Sheffield Lodge and the installation 
of its officers is worth copying for the especial benefit of the very f ew breth
ren who have doubts as to the propriety and good effect of public installa· 
tions : 

"The brethren of Sheffield Lodge beillg assembled at the place aforesaid, 
after the usual ceremonies, formed a procession and moved to the meeting
house, preceded by a band of music. The exercises were publicly performed. 
A sermon well adapted to the occasion was preached by the Rev. Ephraim Jud .. 
son. There was occasional solemn and cheerful music during the perform
ance, both vocal and instrumental. Consecration took place in masonic order 
and regular installation of the officers of Sheffield Lodge. They returned in 
masonic arrangement and partook of a generous entertainment at the ex
pense of Sheffield Lodge. The Grand Lodge then retired and closed in due 
form. Pleasure and innocence closed the day. " 

Important. amendments to the constitution were adopted: as the question 
of jewels is before our Grand Lodge, we quote the provision adopted: 

" That of thfl Master, the Square; Senior Warden, the Level; Junior 
Warden, the Plumb; Treasurer , the crossed Keys; Secretary, the crossed 
Pens; Chaplain, the Bible, within a circle; Marshal, a Baton, within a 
square ; Deacons, the Square and Compasses united, within a circle ; Stewards, 
a Cornucopia, within a circle; Organist, a Lyre, within a circle; Inside 
Sentinel, crossed 8words, within a circle; Tyler, a Sword, within a circle. 

" The J ewel of a Past Master shall be the blazing Sun, within the Square 
and Compasses extended on a quadrant. This J ewel may be of gold or 
silver, and may be worn over the left breast, pendant to a blue ribbon or 
metal chain. " 

It will be noted that the wearing of gold jewels by Past Masters is thus 
legalized. It was, however, provided " that those old lodges which have the 
sun represented in the jewel of the Senior Deacon and the moon in the jewel 
of the Junior Deacon may retain the same." 

In Massachusetts, it has been the la w that the Master and Wardens, with 
three members, could recomm end a rejected candidate to another lodge, 
which might then take jurisdiction: the same law formerly prevailed in this 
state; but abuses crept in and the la w was changed: the same result has 
happened in Massachuset ts, and the law was amended; the committee say : 

"The fu rther object of this amendment is to make it more difficult for an 
unworthy man, who has been rejected for cause, to gain admission to the 
fraternity. 

" By having the reqnest read in the lodge, and requiring it to lie over for 
one month, an opportuni ty is given to the members to object if they have 
cause. 

" Under the present regulation, a release is often given without the knowl
edge of any members beyond the six whose signatures are required. No 
record is made of it by the lodge which gives the release, and tbe members 
of that lodge are often surprised to see their rejected candhtate enter their 
own lodge as a visitor some months IMer. 

"It is also possible, under the amendment, for a deserving man, whose 
rejection has been influenced by personal malice or other insufficient cause, 
to have justice done him by receiving a recommendation to another lodge." 

A brother receiving the Third degree in a lodge becomes a member, 
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"Provided, however, that he shall sign the by-laws within six months 
from the date of raising; and reserving the right of objection by any mem
ber to such signing, for cause, the sufficiency of which shall be determined 
by the vote of a majority of the members present at a regular monthly como, 
llunication. " 

Bro. JOHN H. COLLHWRE sent in his check for five thousand dollars as 
" the first contribution towards a Charity Fund which I propose to create, 
to be placed in charge of the Trustees of the Masonic Education and Charity 
rrrnst." . 

This" munificent gift" was accepted by a unanimous vote and the thanks 
of the Grand Lodge tendered to Bro. COLLAMORE. 

At the centennial of 'Middlesex Lodge, Grand Secretary NICKt;nSoN de
livered the Historical Address, and it goes without saying, that it is exceed
ingly intere5ting and valuable. We learn from it that during three years of 
PAUL REVER.~'S Grand Mastersh ip, he signed charters of twenty-three 
lodges, only two of which are now extinct; two others ceased to exist, and 
have been rev ived, but not under the original charters. Our own Kennebec 
Lodge, at Hallowell, is one' of the twenty-tll/'ee, and this is her centen nial 
year. 

Of PAUL nJ.:VERE , he says: 
" Paul Revere was a man of grp.at energy, of inflexible will and determina

tion, or, as we sometimes say of each other nowadays, 'as set as fate, as ob
stinate as a mule.' In the politics of the day these qualiti ps enabled him 
to render most valuable services to the cause. They are not exactly the 
qualities which are to-day regarded as characteristic of a good mason." 

And yet, we often read in the Proceed ings of the variolls Grand Lodges, 
what makes us wish for "one hour of PAUL REVF.R.;"! However, we do 
not remember to have had that wish in relation to Massachusetts, for quite 
a number of years at any rate! 

We copy the full record of one spec ial communication, om itting only the 
Jist of names of those present: 

"A special communication of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of 
Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
was held in the city of Boston, on Tuesday, the twenty-seventh day of 
August, A. L. 5895, A. D. 1895, for the purpose of reviewing the Knights 
Templar Parade and Escort to the Grand Encampment of the United States 
on its Twenty-sixth Triennial Conclave." 

* * ¥ * * * * * * 
"The lodges were represented by their Masters and Wardens to the num-

ber of about five hundred. 
"The Grand Lodge was opened in the Masonic Temple, in ample form, 

at 9.45 o'clock A. M. The M. W. Grand Master announced that an invita
tion to review the Knights Templar Parade had been tendered him by the 
Grand Commander of our Grand Commandery, who had provided a Grand 
Stand in Columbus Square for the accommodation of the Grand Lodge, and 
a collation at the Temple for their refreshment upon their retnrn from the 
review. 
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"His Worship stated that, inasmuch as the jurisdiction of the Grand 
Commandery included Massachusetts ana Rhode Island, he had aeemed it 
proper to invite the M. W. Grand Master and Grand Lodge of the State of 
Rhode Island to participate in the honors and pleasures of the occasion. 
The invitation, he was happy to say, had been accepted, and the M. W. 
Grand Master was now present with his Grand Officers, the other members 
having repaired di rectly to the Grand Stand from which the parade was to 
be reviewed. To that location he requested all present to proceed without 
form, the crowded state of the streets rendering it impossible to move in 
procession or to provide transportation for any considerable number. 

"The brethren accordingly assemblerl at the place designated, where con
venient and comfortable accommodations had been provided for about sevell 
bundred persons, and nearly every seat was occupied. 

"The head of the colnmn reached Columbus Square at about eleven 
o'clock A. ar. , and from thiLt hOllr until four o'clock P. M . the M. W. Grand 
Masters of Massachusetts and Rhode Island were almost incessantly occu
pied in receiving and returning the salutes of the various commanderies 
which passed in review before them. The officers and members of the two 
Grand Lodges found abundant amnsement and gratificat ion in admiring the 
splend id paraphernalia, the elegant banners and the knightly bearing of the 
various delegations comprising this host of picked men representing the fra
ternity in all parts of our country. It was hard to determine whether the 
observed or the observers felt the more pride in this unprecedented display. 

" Although the pageant had been greatly enjoyed, the end proved scarcely 
less welcome than the beginning, and it was with a lacrity that the brethren 
descended from their towering seats and sought the Temple. Upon arrival 
there the Grand Officers assembled in Corinthian Hall, and the Grand Lodge 
was closed in ample form, at half-past four o'clock P . M. The next half
hour was rlevoted to the satisfying of as hungry appetites as were ever gath
ered in our banquet hall, and then the brethren dispersed, with many expres
sions of gratitnde to Grand Mftster and Grand Commander." 

The purpose, and the manner of procedure, are in strict accord with the 
ancient masonic \lsage in this old jurisdiction, and indicate the relations 
which ought to exist between the parties, but which have been of late ig
nored or completely set aside by innovations in some, and especially the 
younger, jurisdictions. 

But this great occasion, which was accompanied with so much pleasure, 
had scarcely close'd before the masons of the country were appalled to read 
from the telegraphic bulletins, that the Masonic Temple was on fire! But 
the loss was so almost infinitely smaller than it might have been, that the 

words of the Grand Master express our feelings: 
" It is a great pleasure to add, in a spirit of profound grat itude, that the 

library, portraits, records, etc., belonging to this Grand Lodge, escaped the 
conflagration and snffered but slight damage by water." 

The whole matter of rebuilding, there or elsewhere, was left to the Di
rectors. At this writing, no definite conclusion has been reached. The 
Directors are confronted by a law of the state or "n ordinance of the city, 
(that seems to us of very questionable validity in its application to this case 
and operates very harshly) under which they are not allowed to repair, as 
they might do at comparatively small expense, but are compelled practically 

to take the whole bnilding down and rebuild. 
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A revised constitution was adopted. One of the amendments makes it 
clear that, in case of the death of the Grand Master, the Deputy does not 
become GranrJ. Master, but ex-officio acts as Grand Mastol'. The following 
was also adopted: 

" 'A brother who has been suspended for non-payment of dues, may be 
re·instated by a majority vote, provided his dues have been paid or remitted. 
A brother who has been discharged for non-payment of dues may, by a 
unanimous vote, be adm itted to membership in the same or any other lodge, 
provided his dues have been paid or remitted; subject, however, to all the 
formalities usually attending adm ission to membership.' " 

We have always thought that there should be some action of the lodge in 
such cases, even when payment of arrearages restores a member: that fact 
ought to be officially asr.ertained and recorded: we have known cases in 
which a brother was an officer of a lodge whose official record showed that he 
was then suspended from membership! We do not think that the credit of 
his dues on the Secretary's ledger is a sufficiently safe record of the restorn.· 
tion. 

The following definitions were adopted: 

"4. Suspension from membership deprives a brother, temporarily, of 
his rights as a member of his lodge. 

"5. Discharge from membership term inates absolu tely the brother's con
nection with his lodge." 

Bro. Jom' H. COL LAMOR E sent in another ~5,000 check for the" Colla
more Charity _Fund. " 

An exam ination of these Proceedings prevents surprise at learning that 
Grand Mastel' HOLMES had been obliged to take a rest, still" very reluc
tantly yielding to the ad vice of many friends." He betook himself to the 
Rocky Mountains: we trust he returned not only rested and refreshed, 
but also conscious that there are limits to the endurance of even Grand 
Masters! We have doubts as to the correctness of the last clause, for we 
find that he attended three more special communications after his return 
and bp.fore the close of the year, and delivered a carefully prepared address 
at ·each. 

The Directors made a detailed report as to the result of the fire: the in
surance received was a little over $110,000. Authority was given to them 
to sell the lot, but the question of purchasing elsewhere was reserved for the 
future action of the Grand Lodge. Apparently there was a difference of 
opinion in relation to the course to be adopted, but it may be that no defi
n ite opinion had been fo rmed by many and further time for investigation 
was desired. 

The annual address of the Grand Master (EDWIN B. HOLMES) still further 
shows the ability, wisdom and enthusiasm with which he has discharged 
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the duties of his high office in a year in which extraordinary demands had 
been made upon him. 

Four centennial celebrations of the formation of lodges, the centennial of 
the erection of the first monument to Gen. WARREN, and the celebration of 
the one hundred and twenty-fifth anniversary of a lodge, during one year, 
have no parallel in the past; they suggest, however, the commencement of an 
era of centennials in a manner quite startling to the residents of a "new 
country" ! 

He announces the publication of the first volume of the Graud Lodge 
records, covering from 1733 to 1792, iuclusive: as the work was expeusive, 
the Directors concluded that a uominal price of two dollars should be charged 
for the volume: the edition is limited, and is invaluable; it should be secured 
at once by all masonic libraries, and indeed by all libraries with a historical 
department. 

In his visitations, the Grand Master had found that innovations had been 
made in the work: of them, he says: 

" I refer, first, to the use of the stereopticon. It mars the simplicity and 
grandeur of onr work and adds nothing to its impressiveness. It introduces 
a new, unwarranted practice, which, if allowed to continue, might be used 
as a precedent for numerous uther innovations. Where I have known the 
stereopticon to be used, I have on my own responsibility ordered its discon
tinuance. The brethren seem to have cheerfully conformed to my desire. 

I refer, secondly, to the practice of dressing the Fellow-Crafts in an 
ancient and unusual garb, and the introduction of fancy evolutions and para
phernalia unknown until our day. These are iunovations and have no war
rant in our Gran.! Constitutions. The costuming might serve as a prece
dent for the clothing of all the officers of a lodge in distinctive and expen
sive regalia. Where my attention has been called to these matters I have 
requested their discontinuance. 

" Thirdly, I believe that music adds greatly to the impressiveness of the 
work and is much to be desired, but that it is being introduced at some 
points where it detracts rather than adds to the ritnal. We do not want the 
music to be so pronounced that it is made the chief feature. 

" I recommend that the Grand Lodge order the discontinuance in this 
jurisdiction of the nse of the stereopticon, of the costuming of the :Fellow
Crafts, that the subject of the introduction of music into our ritual be con
sidered by a committee, and that exemplifications of the work be made ob
ligatory in each district, annually or at least once in two years." 

Bro. JOHN H. COLLAMORE sent in another check of $5,000 for the" John 
H. Collamore Charity Fund." 

We are glad to see that the services of the Grand Master were recognized, 
and their appreciation shown by his re-election with but three dissenting 
votes. In announcing to him his re-election, the Deputy Grand Master (S. 
LOTHROP THORNDIKE) well said: 

" I do not so much congratulate you personally,-though any man may 
well be proud to be thought worthy of this exalted place,-as I congratulate 
the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts and all its subordinate lodges that they 
are again to have the benefit of your services. What these services have 
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been in the past year they know better than I can tell them. How fully 
these services are appreciated is shown by the unanimity of your re-election. " 

The" Grand F east" was held as usual, but in an unaccustomed place. 
However, this would never have been suspected from the character of the 
speeches. Wit and wisdom, history and philosophy, Masonry and theology 
were mingled in due proportion. We contemplated making extracts, bnt 
one picture is so framed in with another, that literally we must take tile 
whole or none, and as our space will not a llow the former, we must take 
the latter! 

MICHIGAN, 1896. 

We have a portrait of Bro. EDWIN L. B O II'Rl NG , the retiring Grand 
Master. 

Seventeen Past Grand Masters were present rtnd 373 lodges out of 377 
lodges r epresented. 

Grand Mastel' BOWRI NG Rays: 
"The steady growth in our membership, the zeal and generous rivalry 

displayed by the officers and brethren of the constit.uent lodges, in striving 
to promote the best interests of our institution, the increaserl proficiency of 
the offi cers of lodges in rendering the work of Masonry, the building of new 
temples, and the decided improvement made ill t he preparat ion and adorn
ment of lodge rooms, and , above all, that so few of our members have been 
removed from earth and earthly scenes during the past year ; these are all 
causes for mutual cOllgratulation a nd thanksgivmg as we meet once more ill 
our annual communication." 

Among his decisions rtre the following: 

" 3. Masonic lodges render themselves amenable to masonic discipline 
by incorporating under acts of the Legislature authorizing them to do so. 
It is a direct violation of the edict of this Grand Lodge prochtimed in 1868. 
The reasons are that by incorporating, the lodges snbject themselves and 
their internal government to the jurisdiction of the civil courts , to whom the 
ill-affected may resort, and a prodnction of the books and papers and pro
ceedings may be compelled and submi tted to public inspection. The courts 
would also have jurisciiction over the electIOn of officers and the discipline 
administered by such lodges. Masonic right:; and duties might, under cer
tain circumstances, become corporate rights and duties, and thus become 
the subject of investigation and determination in the courts, and the lodge 
and Grand Lodge be depr ived of their lawful jurisdiction over masonic 
affairs. To incorporate is to make au innovation in the body of Masonry. " 

This statement of the civil law is not in accord with the law in Ma ine, nor 
with recent decisions of courts in other states in rela tion to the same 
questIOn. 

" 5. It is resirlence, and not citizenship, that confers jurisuiction over 
the applicant for admission. Therefore, a resident, although citizen of a 
foreign country, if otherwise qualified, is proper material for the degrees of 
Masonry. Wbether be prefers a llegiance to another government in prefer
ence to this, ma kes no difference. His allegiance t o Masonry may be as 
loyal in the oue case as in the other. " 
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This is undoubtedly correct : but cases have recently arisen suggesting 
that our law needs amendment. We question very gravely whether the 
same rule should be applied to foreigners com ing from a foreign country, as 
is applied to our own citizens coming from another state. The frequency 
with which these cases have ari sen during the past year, shows that the 
same doubt has arisen in the minds of others. A year's residmce is short 
enough under the more favorable circumstances: but ordinarily inquiry can 
be made at the candidate's former abode: but in the class of cases under 
consideration, this cannot be done, and the knowledge which can be ac
quired, in relation to their character, is limited to one year oj their lives; and 
no man ought to be admitted to l\-Jasonry upon such slender evidence of his 
worthiness. 

"12. A lodge can not admit a visitor by an examination in the council 
degrees. The examination must be confi ned to the first three degrees of 
Masonry. As Ancient Free and Accepted Masons, we know nothing of 
any other body or order. Some of us may have actual knowledge that there 
are Royal Arch Masons, Knights Templar, Royal and Select Masters, etc., 
etc. , but there are lOany in the lodge that have no knowledge of such insti· 
tutions. A visitor who cannot make himself known to any Master Mason 
who has taken no other degrees than the first three degrees of Masonry, by 
due examination or lawful information, cannot be admitted to l'is it the lodge. 
Lawful iuformation does not extend to the visit.or's beiug a member of 
another or higher (as it is sometimes called) degree in Masonry, but refers 
to information which is acqu ired from some one who has sat in the lodge 
with the visitor and can avouch for him, or who can avouch for him through 
a due examination as to his masonic qualifications." 

That this is the accepted law in these later days, in many jurisdictions, 
is undoubtedly true, although there are exceptions: -but that it is a reversal 
of the old usage and law, and has become the law within the past forty 
years, is equally tl"lle. It has become so by decisions based upon what ap
peared to be the" reason of the thing" rather than upon masonic usage. 
It is lamentable, that those called upon to render decisions forget so often 
that the original source of all masonic law is 1nason'ic usage, which ought to 
be the standard of law not made by express enactment. 

We regret to tind that our M. W. Brother holds that a lodge" has a right 
to the masonic material in its territorial jurisdiction, unless it has dnly sur

rendered such right." He goes to the extent of doubting whether, while 
the constitution authorizes him to grant a dispensation with the consent of 
three nearest lodges, he could grant one for a new lodge in Detroit, becanse, 
while eight of the lodges consent, the other (all having concurrent jurisdic
tion) refused, and so declined to grant the dispensation. The question was 
referred to the Committee on Jurisprudence, which reported that declining 

to grant a dispensation was within the discretion of the Grand Master and 
his decision could not be reviewed by the Grand Lodge. Thereupon a 
motion was made to amend the constitution so that ,the consent of the 
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majority of the lodges haviug concurrent jurisdiction would be sufficient; 
but it did not receive the necessary two-thirds vote. The petition for the 
lodge was referred to the Committee on Lodges. It was reported back 
without recommendation, and referred to the Grand Master with power to 
grant a dispensation if he should deem it wise to do so. 

While we favor the utmost caution in the creation of new lodges, we can
not assent to the doctrine announced by the Grand Master. The law in re
lation to the territorial jurisdiction of lodges was originally a limitation on 
candidates, requiring them to apply to the nearest lodge, where presumably 
they are best known: the law was not made for the benefit of the lodge, but 
of the craft, by preventing the admission of unworthy material. 

The Grand Master recommended tbat the mileage of representatives be 
limited to the amount of dues received from their respective lodges; but the 
Grand Lodge adopted the following report by Bro. MCCURDY, for the Com 
mittee on Jurisprudence: 

"We would regard such a change as unjust, and not dealing on the 
square with the representatives of the younger and small lodges who are 
constituent members of this Grand Body, who meet all here on the level of 
equality, whether the lodge has 40 or 400 members. Every member of our 
masonic family, every constituent lodge should be eq ually near and equally 
dear to this Grand Lodge, and among whom no inequality should exist; 
who meet in the level of equality on t.he checkered fioor, and with equal 
representation. All are in the judgment of your committee entitled to th is 
penny a day from the youngest to the oldest, from the first to the last." 

We are delighted to learn that the Grand Secretary is preparing a History 
of Masonry in Michigan. 

Bro. CONOVER submitted his report in "rhyme"; one would scarcely think 
that in rehearsing the details of the business of his office, there woule[ be 
much room for the exercise of imagination or fan cy! We venture the asser
tion, hov,:ever, that this report will be read through by more than ever read 
one of his previous ones. 

The Grand Lecturer says: 
"For many years we have labored aSSiduously to conform the work of 

the lodges in this jurisdiction to the work as adopted by this Grand Lodge 
more than fifty years ago, and to-day the work of the three hundred and 
eighty-two lodges in this state is more perfect and uniform than ever before. 
The craft approve and love our ritualistic work, as clearly evidenced by the 
attendance at fifty-two lodges of instruction held in the state the past year, 
of ten thousand Master Masons, a number never before known in attendance 
during anyone year in tbe history of this Grand Lodge. " 

The Masonic Home was the subject of the most interest, and apparently 
has caused considerable feeling and some rather unfraternallanguage. As 
we understand the matter, it was erected by an Association composed of 
brethren, who were perhaps impatient at the non-action of the Grand Lodge 
in the matter. It was bnilt and paid for, but the expense of running it was 
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not proviaed for, and waR borne by contribution. The year before, it was 
represented that if aid was not furnished, it must soon close its aoors and 
turn out the thirty inmates. The Grand Lodge appointed a committee to 
solicit Rubscriptions and funds from the lodges ; with the aid of a special ap
peal by the Grand Master to the Detroit brethren, the necessary funds to 

main~ain it were secured. Those interested were of the opinion that the 
same method could not be relied upon for the next year. The expenses of 
the year had been $5,368.21, of which the Grand Chapter had contributed 
~1,000, the Grand Commandery and" Saladin Temple " $500 each, and the 
Eastern Star $345.55. So the Association offered to convey the property to 
the Grand Lodge upon the sole condition that it should be maintained as a 
Masonic Home. It was proposed to support it by a tax upon each lodge 
equivalent to one dollar for every degree conferred, and an amendment to 
the constitution to that effect was offered and earnestly debated. Also a 
proposition was offered to lay a twenty cent per capita tax for its support. 
However, the question came first upon a resolution to accept the deed of the 
Home, and it was defeated by a vote of 510 yeas to 573 nays, 146 lodges 
voting in the affrmative, and 191 in the negative. The proposed amend
ments failed to receive the necessary vote. No measures were taken look
ing to the support of the Home. Since the session, there has been a good 
deal of discussion of a very earnest, not to say acrimonious character; and 
we presume that" the end is not yet. " 

CALV IN C. BUUT petitioned for re-instatement, but it was determined that 
the matter had been finally passed upon by the Grand J"odge at a previous 
session. 

It was decided that a lodge can confer the degrees for a foreign lodge, 
only according to the law of the Grand Lodge. 

The year before a committee was appointed to revise the Webb ) Ionitor: 
they foulld it necessary to make but few changes in the monitorial par~, but 
the ceremonies had been revised: the committee recommended that the cere
monies be printed and distributed and final action deferred: the Grand Sec
retary states that the revised monitor would be printed and a copy furnished 
to each lodge. 

The Report on Correspondence (99 pp.) was presented by Bro. JEP~'ERSON 
S. CONOVEIl. He heads it" Correspondence, Boiled Down and Run Through 
Conover's Condenser." That exactly describes it. We have heard news
paper reporters speak of "boiling down" items: but boiling them .down 
and then running them through a condenser must be Bro. CONOVER'~ own 
invention! His machine got out of order only once or twice: in one case he 
thus replies to Bro. ARNOLD, of Pennsylvania: 

" He raises his voice in indignant protest against what he calls' wouien in 
Masonry,' alluding to the Order of Eastern Star, and would entirely exclude 
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women from lodge rooms, even for installations or other public exercises. 
V erily , Bro. Arnold' s education in this respect has been sadly neglected. 
It is to be hoped that he may see the day when his radical opinions upon 
this subj ect willunrlergo a change, and when he will Hot think he is dis
gracing a Masonic Hall by allowing his wife, or his daughter , (if he has 
either,) to see the wails, carpets, cha irs and other furniture of a Masonic 
Hall . No, Bro. Arnold, t he world moves, and those who would oppose its 
progress must get out of the way or the car of human progress will roll over 
them and go on fulfilling its inevi table destiny. " 

W e only hope that he will not submi t 11is forthcoming history to either 

proce~s. 

MINNESOTA, l S!.J6. 

As usual the Grand Offi cers opened a Master Masons' lodge, and finding 

thOLt there were 189 lodges out of 200 represented , then opened the Grand 
Lodge in ample form: wha t became of t he " Master Masons' lodge " does 

not appear. 
The Grand Master ( C ALV1:<" L. BROW N) says that ha rmony had preva iled 

and the year had been a prosperous one. 

W e find the following resolution and tbe purpose of it stated by the Graml 

Master: 

"Resolved, That every petit ioner for t he degree of Masonry * * * 
shall state in his petition whether he has ever been rejected by another 
lodge, and if so, he sha ll give t he name, number , and location of the lodge 
so rejecting him. In case of fo rmer rejection, it shall be t he duty of the 
Secretary of the lodge receiving such pe t it ion to notify the lorlge r ejecting 
him . ' * * * 

" Answer.-Th e ev ident purpose of this resoluti on is to give the rejecting 
lodge, or the member casting the black ba ll, an opportuni ty to make known 
the reasons fo r the rejection, if deemed proper to be made known, or to 
show why the petit ioner should not be received into the f mternity. All 
that can be expected or required of the lodge receiving the second peti tion 
is to give the necessary notice and t hen wait a reasonabl e time before acting 
thereon. The lodge notified should act p romptly, bu t shoulrl have a reason
a ble time within which to make known any reasons it may wish to make 
known why the petitioner should be rejected . The petit ion should not be 
ba lloted on until at leas t one regula r commun ication is held by the rejecting 
lodge after the proper notice is given it. I t should then be rlisposed of in 
the usual way. " 

Whether this applies to rejections in other jurisdictions or only to Minne

sota lodges, we cannot tell. 

The Grand Secretary reports the completion of the Grand Lodge Register, 

and that the Index, containing 30,000 names, will soon be finished. 

The following r esolution was adopted: 

"Resolved, That a committee of three be appoin ted to index the consti t u
tion, regulations, and proceedings of the Graud Lodge up to and including 
the present session, and repor t their work to t he Grand Master fo r his ap
proval at as early a date as possible, that the same may be printed and dis
t ributed to the lodges and Grand Officers." 
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This will be a valuable document, but we suspect that it will be found a 
greater work and book than was expected. 

The business of the Grand Lodge was of a routine chamcter: everything 
indicates that the craft are harmonious and enjoying a steadily increasing 
prosperity. 

A fine oration on "The Spirit of M<tsonry" was delivered by Rev. Bro. 
HOIIEnT FOliES, Grand Orator. 

The Report on Correspondence (88 pp.) was presented by Bro. Iltv ING 
Tou)). 

As heretofore, he gives a carefully prepared extract of the sayings and 
doings of other Grand Bodies. 

He calls the following a sensible criticism: 
" We demur, and. while thinking that circulllstances might warrant the 

public installation of the officers of a subordinate lodge, we wonld uncier no 
circulllstances consent to the surrender of its dignity and reputation by a 
Grand Lodge for a like indulgence." 

He mllst excuse us for not conceding the wisdom of his opinion, as we 
remember that when the Grand Lodge of Maine was organized, the Grand 
Lodge of New Hampshire came here by invitation and performed the cere
rnon'ies in public, with SWON GREENLJ>AF and other giants of those days 
participating. Nor can we admit that the" dignity" of a Grand Lodge can 
be affected by performing in public the ceremonies that it performs before 
the craft. 

The Proceedings of the Masonic Veteran Association at its fourth reunion 
are publiRhed with those of the Grand Lodge. It contains very able ad

dresses of a historical, literary and philosophical character of a high order 
of excellence. 

MISSOURI, 1895. 

They must be a hustling set on the other side of the great river, for 
scarcely half of them give us more than a mere abstract of their names; 
and yet our good brother, the Grand Secretary, gives us his" front name" 
every time, and they cannot, many of them, excel him in push and energy. 

The Grand Master (J. B. T IlOMAS) delivered a brief address, giving a very 
concise, but clear, summary of his official acts. 

The case of invasion of jurisdiction which we mentioned in our review of 
the Indian Territory is mentioned in the Grand Master's address, who says: 

" This case was passed upon at the last session of this Grand Body, but 
so many facts coming to my knowledge, which I feel assured were not before 
the Grand Lodge at that t ime, and knowing that this Grand Body is anxious 
to do justice in all matters, I venture to bring the case to your attention 
again." 

* * * * * * * * * 
"Taking all the facts into consideration, I ordered Decatur Lodge, No. 
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400, not to confer the third degree on B. F. Lafayette until further orders, 
he having received the first and second rlegrees before the matter was 
brought to my attention. 

"I herewith submit all the papers, and hope you will carefully consider 
the matter, because I feel that if B. F. Lafayette is not Indian Territory 
material, they have none." 

The committee agree with him, saying that the previous Grand Master 
had been imposed upon in the representation of facts, and confirm the Grand 
Master's order that the third degree shall not be conferred on the candidate, 
but hold that he has regularly received the other degrees, and direct the fees 
to be paid to Chicotah, " which has jurisdictIOn over him as to the confer
ring of the third degree. " 

We felt sure that this Grand Lorlge would do all it could to repair the 
error into which it had been led by gross misrepresentation. 

Missouri allows only residents of the state to petition for membership in a 

lodge. 
While the following rlecision is in accordance with the enacted law of this 

Grand Lodge, we regard it as an outrageous violation of superior law and 
obligation, which the Grand Lodge of Missouri has no rightful power to 

sanction: 

"The following was submitted: 'When the charters of the old lodge!, of 
Clinton were arrested we had a brother holding a dimit, who has remained 
non-affiliated ever since, and is, therefore, a non-affiliate under Section 204 
of the Constitution. W e have certain brethren who have attempted to go 
over the lectures with him, and to have him lecture candidates. I hold 
under Section 205 they should not do so. Will you, therefore, please give 
me your, and the true construction of the section? ' 

"Decision-Non-affiliate masons, becom ing so under Section 204, by 
dimitting, or under Section 206, by the lodge becoming extinct, have no 
mason ic privileges whatever, except the right to petition for membership; 
the law prohibits them from visiting any lodge after one year. TllPn why 
should the workings of the lodge, or the secrets of the degl'ees, be commu
nicated to them, as they cannot visit a 10(lge or receive masonic burial?" 

Another brother had dimitted from a lodge and immediately after peti
tioned for membership in another and was rejected: he had renewerl his peti

tion every year and been rejected every time, and of him the Grand Master 
says: 

"He is not in good masonic standing, according to Section 174, which rec
ognizes a brother holding a dimit as in good standing for one year, and no 
longer. Again , Section 205: No non-affili ating mason, who has con tinued as 
snch for twelve months, shall be allowed to visit any lodge, etc. -He is not in 
good masonic standing, and cannot visit a lodge, appear in a masonic pro
cession, or receive masonic burial." 

These decisions were approved. What magnificent Masonry! The Grand 

Orator delivered a fine address on "Masonry in the United States." 'Ve 
suggest for the next theme " Masonry in Missouri." 

The following decision was also approved: 
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"A brother asks: 'Will I be sustained if I refuse to obligate a candi
date who refuses to swear, but persists in affirming?' 

"Decision-IJet him affirm. An affirmation is as binding as an oath; all 
civilized countries that I know of recognize an affirmation in all courts. And 
an individual would be guilty of perjury at common law for falsely testifying 
when affirming the same as if he had sworn. The London Freemason's Quar
terly (1828, p. 286) says that' A Quaker's affirmation is binding.' Brother 
Chase (Masonic Digest, p. 448) says that' Conferring the degrees on affirma
tion is no violation of the spirit of Freemasonry, and neither overthrows or 
affects a landmark.' And in this he is sustained by the Grand Lodge of 
Maine." 

It was so decidecl in Maine in the early days of the Grand Lodge; but the 
decision was very sharply criticised by many of the other Grand Lodges ; 
one or two went so far as to consider the propriety of withdrawing masonic 
recognition from our Grand Lodge on the ground that this action was a 
palpable breach of the landmarks; but the decision has been followed in our 
jurisdiction. 

The Grand Secretary's report shows that he had had a busy year, and 
the Grand Lodge had an immense amount of business-chiefly of only local 
interest-before it. 

A Memorial Service was held to pay a tribute to the memory of Past 
Grand Master JAMES PERRY WOOD, who was fatally injured in a railroad 
accident on May 14, 1895, but lived, though unconscious, nearly the whole 
time, till the eighteenth of the next month: 

" His life was gentle, and the elements 
So mixed in him, that Nature might stand np 
And say to all the world, this was a man. " 

The by-laws were amended by the adoption of the following: 

":Should a non-affiliated Master Mason, who is in good standin~', apply 
for membership in the lodge and be rejected, his good standing shall con
tinue for twelve months after snch rejection." 

But if he allows" twelve months and a day" to intervene, his good stand
ing has gone forever, unless some lodge will elect him to membership in 
spite of previous rejections. 

The Report on Conespondellce (176 pp.) was presented as usual by Bro. 
JOHN D. VINCIL. It is a written report with no extracts, and must have reo· 
quired an immense amount of time, study and labor; he goes through the 
Proceedings briefly, noting the important matters, and often with brief com
ments, putting a large number of different matters into a single paragraph, 
which not unfrequently exceeds a page in length. His views are generally, 
from our standpoint, sound, and always tersely and vigorously expressed. 
He give sub-titles, and usually only one paragraph under each title. 

In the following, he makes the same point that we have often made, and 
which our physical perfection brethren have never noticed: 

App.8 G. L. 
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" For one I am tired of the application to our speculative system of Free
masonry, th~ old and obsolete doctrine of physical perfection required when 
the institution was purely operative. _ Then a candidate had to ' be a per
fect YOllth, having no maim or defect in Ilis body that migllt re.nder 111m 
incapable of learning tbe art.' In the case passed upon, the candIdate bad 
one good eye, and was as capable of learning the art of 8peculative Masonry 
as if his two eyes were perfect. Will the physical perfectionists please tell 
me wherein a man with one eye is 'rendered incapable of learning the art' 
who has a ' desire of knowledge, and a sincere wish of being serviceable to 
his fellow creatures '? Can not such see well enough to 'help, aid and 
assist' Brothers Master Masons, their widows and orphans? Can not such 
see well enough to detect the sign of distress, and go the reI ief of those 
giving it? Can not SllCh see the tear of a widow, or the outstretchpd hand 
of an orphan? Are men with a defect in one eye disqualified for perform
ing 'acts of charity and deeds of pure beneficence'? I undertake to say 
that the advocates of physical perfection will not pass by the citizen with 
one eye when they want a donation for any benevolent purpose. He can 
see well enough then to read their subscription paper, and such advocates 
will not ask the privilege of writing his name to their paper, but very will
ingly admit that he can write his own name snfficiently intelligible, pro
vided it represents a good wund sum of money. Why then disqualify him 
as to deeds of char ity through masonic channels? Pshaw! It is not neces
sary to argue against an indefensible question. The California law, as 
quoted by Illy good Brother Belcher, condemns this obsolete view of physical 
perfection. It says the candidate must be 'ABLE TO CONFORM LI'J'ERALLY 
to what the several degrees require of him. ' Wherein is' the man with only 
anA eye disqualified from conforming 'r"lTERALLY' to 'what the several 
degrees respectively require of him '? I fail to see it with both of my eyes 
wide open." 

There have been many gross violations of the old law by decisions in 
which the qualifying words were so utterly disregarded, that we have been 
forced to the conclusion that the brother making the decision never read the 
charge but took his law second hand from another. 

In his review of Delaware, he says: 
., To the following question he answered' No. ' "N auld it be propel' for 

a lodge to pass resolutions of respect upon the death of a member's wife? ' 
If not, why not? Perhaps the questioner wished to know if it wonld be 
proper to pass resolutions of sympathy. Such resolutions are not uncom-
man. I can see no reason for saying' No' in the case mentioned. The 
tender of sympathy and condolence to a bereaved b'rother mason in a case 
of personal sorrow would come to the heart, from the brethren, as a frater-
nal balm, and heal the wound as much as utterances of others. And in such 
grief, who should feel for a brother's loss more than the members of the fra
ternity? I have passed through that ordeal and know whereof I speak. The 
offer of sympathy in the case need not be made a matter of record, if objec
tions exist, but let your brothel' know that you entertain a genuine sorrow 
for him and his, amid a gloomy honr in which darkness shrouds the life, 
and hope goes out into the night." 

Hesolutions of sympathy and condolence have been so frnquent and the 

usage has prevailed so long, that there can now be no question of their 
masonic propriety: and that an expression of respect may be included in 
such resolutions, follows as a matter of course. As we have already noted, 

the Grand Lodge of Iowa added to resolutions of condolence a memorial 
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tribute and a memorial page to the memory of the ".vife of Deputy Graud 
Secretary PARVIN. 

We do not agree with our brother that a lodge shuuld have the power of 
expelling a mason; his reasons are not sound as it appears to us; his first is, 
that as a lodge can give a man masonic life, it has or should have the power 
of taking it away; but in giving a man masonic life the lodge acts under the 
law as an agent, in a qualitied sense, of the fraternity, and when a man or 
a body so acts, the conclusion of Bro. VINCIL does not follow, any more than 
it does in the case of marriage; a man authorized to solemn ize a marriage 

has no power to grant a divorce: his second reason is that it delays punish
ment too long; but in all the jurisdictions that require expulsions ~tnd in
defInite sllspension to be confirmed by the Grand Lodge, the action of the 
lodge operates as sllspension llntil the final action of the Grand Lodge. 

He joins with Bro. ROHJ3INS in holding that the decision of his Grand 

Lodge, that a brother who has been tried for an offence and acquitted is 
not entitled to a dimi t until after the time for taking an appeal has ex

ph'ed, was erroneous. But that decision will generally be sustaiued, as it 
ought to be: it is universal masonic law that a mason under charges cannot 
properly have a dimit; under the masonic law, (as well as the civil law) a 
judgment is not a finality until tile time jor taking an appeal has expired, 

and in the mean time the party is as much" under charges" as he was 
before the tria l. 

In his review of Iowa, he endorses the action of that Grand Lodge in re
lation to Mrs. PARVIN. 

He will find from another report, that while we do not believe in the doc
trine of perpetual jurisdiction, we do not assent to his views as to the effect 
of a rejection: and we will add here, that while only a minority of our 
Grand Lodges maintain that doctrine, very many of the others do hold to 
the effect of a rejection in opposition to his views; and also against him in 
his views as to the right of a Grand Lodge to forbid the recognition of 
masons, though made in a regular lodge. He devotes considerable space to 
this matter, but the arguments which he advances completely overturn his 

arguments as to the effect of a rejection. 
Anent another matter he says: 

" I have seen brethren vouched for as Master Masons who had been met 
in a commandery, where a simple Templar examination had taken place. 
In Missouri the rule is to examine a Templar who applies to visit a com
mandery in all the degrees from Entered Apprentice up to and including 
the degree of Royal Arch. If, according to this kind of examination, a 
visitor be found in possession of the proper knowledge of the Symbolic and 
Capitular degrees, and then passes an examination in a commandery ,he 
could be vouched for as a Master Mason in good standing." 

We never knew that any other than the Missouri practice prevails any
where, as to examination for admission to a commaI;ldery. We hold that 
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an examining committee, which does not examine in the previous degrees, 
fails to perform its duty. 

We looked with some interest for his review of the Indian Territory, but 

find to our regret that he had not received the Proceedings of that Grand 

Lodge, nor of British Columbia 01' Maine. 

MONTANA, 1895. 

A special communication was held to perform the funeral rites over the 

remains of Past Grand Master RlCHAltD O. HICKMAN, one, of the pioneers 

of the State and Grand Master in 1891-'92. Past Grand Master WILBUlt 

F. SANDERS pronounced a eulogy. 

At the annual communication, the Grand Secretary reported to the Grand 

Master and assembled brethren, that a majority of the lodges were repre
sented, and that they had made their returns and paid their dues, and 

thereupon the Grand Master (JAMES H. MONTEATH) opened the Grand 

Lodge on the third degree. 

In his annual address he says: 
"The year just closed has been a comparatively uneventful one in the 

history of this jurisdiction, and as far as my observation has gone we have 
enjoyed our full average measure of peace, harmony and prosperity. 
- " Rumors of discord there have been, but, officially, nothing has been 
brought to the attention of your executive officer necessitating either censure 
or reproach. " 

The business before the Grand Lodge was almost wholly of a routine 

character. 
The Grand Lodge has no permanent place of meeting, and while the ques

tion of establishing one was considererl, yet no action was taken. It came 

out by the report of a committee that the expensli) of holding the Grand 

Lodge at one place was nearly double that at either one of three other places. 

Tbe per cap-ita tax was reduced from $2.00 to -1. 50. 

The following was adopted: 
" And if any Entered Apprentice or Fellow Craft mason shall, before be

ing raised to the Master Mason's degree, leave this jurisdiction, or shall per
manently remove within the jurisdiction of another subordinate lodge of this 
Grand Jurisdiction, and, with a view to advancement elsewhere, shall apply 
to the lodge in which 'he was entered or passed for a certificate of that fact, 
it shall be the duty of such lodge to grant such certificate nnder the seal of 
the lodge, in the nature of a dimit, attesting the fact that the recipient is an 
Entered Apprentice or Fellow Craft, he being free from all diles, charges 
and assessments. " 

While this is not in accord with the more general usage, it is a much less 

cumbrous method than the present mode of waiving jurisdiction. It is safe 

in all jurisdictions in which the one ballot system prevails, for of course such 
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a certificate would not be granted if objections to advancement had been 
made and disposed of in favor of the candidate. 

An E. A. of three years' standing had been allowed to visit a lodge: but 
the committee deemed it of "dangerous and doubtful policy. ,; That would 
seem to depend on circumstances, which would control the Master in allow
ing or refusing it. If such E. A. contemplates applying for advancement, 
such visits would be of impor tance to himself and the lodge, in order to pro
motfl mutual acquaintance and assist in determining whether the E. A. 
would desire to seek advancement in that lodge, and whether the lodge 
would desire to have him. 

The following correct decision was made: 
"Tile question was asked if the W. M. should announce a candidate re

jected on an unfavorable report of Investigating Committee. Answered, 
Nol only on result of unfavorable ballot." 

We are glad to see that the following was adopted: 

" That it is the sense of this body that banquets in connection with the 
sessions of the Grand Lodge do not materially add to the good of Masonry; 
that they interfere with the work of Grand Lodge, and place an unneces~ary 
burden upon the craft in the cities in which our sessions are held; and that 
hereafter the craft of such cities be respectfully requested to dispense with 
snch forms of entertainment." 

We do not object to banquets pel' se, nor to the" Annual Feasts" by the 
Grand Lodges whose usage it is to have them; but the Grand Lodge meets 
to transact important business, and it is the universal experiellce that" enter
tainments" always interfere seriously with the proper performance of the 
duty of any l eg i~l ative masonic body. 

The" olle ballot law" was adopted, but we regret to find it coupled with 
a provision that an objection holds good until withdrawll. As the name of , 
the objector is not recorded, the practical result is that the candidate is per
petually rejected without any possible chance of ever being accepted. 

The Report on Correspondence (136 pp.) was presented, as usual, by Bro. 
CORNELIUS H.;oGEs. He began early, worked at odd moments and reviewed 
on the first reading. 

He says, and we fully agree with him: 
"Alabama has one of those constitutions that .can only be amended by 

reference to the lodges. It is a slow, conservative process, that looks well 
in theory, but we never admired the way it works in practice. There are 
too many lodges neglectful or indifferent about voting and making returns. 

"There were several cases before the Grievance Committee on appeal, to 
which much time and space were given. In some cases, we think, there 
was too much attention given to technicalities, and substantial justice lost 
sight of. Too many cases are sent back for new trials, to the serious injury 
of the peace and harmony of the lodges. This observation applies not more 
to Alabama than many other jurisdictions." 

In some jurisdictions suspensiou from Masonry at once terminates mem-
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bership: of course, if such is the express law, it is valid, but we wish some 
other name be given to it, as the term is misleading: Compo HEDG!;S well 
says: 

"We are not impressed with the reasoning of the Jurisprudence Commit
tee on the effect of indefinite suspension. Unless language has lost its sig
nificance, suspension is not a termination of membership, whether definite 
or indefinite. If suspension from membership and suspension from the rights 
and privileges of Masonry are two different things, it would be well to have 
them separately defined, to determine which is the greater, and whether the 
greater contains the less, or is independent, as the committee seem to as
sume. As they hold, a mason may be restored to all the rights and benefits 
of Masonry and still be a suspended member of a lodge. We take it that 
the loss of rights and benefits of Masonry is an incident and consequence 
of the loss of membership, when the one on trial is a member. Can you 
remove a consequence and leave the cause standing? The loss of civil rights 
is an incident to sentence to the penitentiary. Under such a law could civil 
r ights be restomd and the convict still live in prison to serve out his sentenc:e? 
But it may be urged that our masonic organization is so solicitous for peace 
and harmony within that none call enter except by unanimous ballot. But 
in answer, we say it is not a question of admission at all, for one, only under 
suspension, is still a member, and when the offence that was the groullfl of 
suspension is condoned, the suspension should cease. A vote that would 
suspend ought to be sufficient to restore." 

As has already been stated, he has succeeded in securing" the one ballot 
law," for which he gives these reasons: 

" Onr law requires a separate ballot for each degree and the right of ballot 
is unquestioned. Until we legislated 011 the subject, the candidate for ad
vancement might renew his petition at every meeting, with increased ill· 
feeling constantly engendered, some aggrieved friend causing every other 
petition too be rejected till th1tt one was favorably acted on. Some Grand 
Lodges have required tllat charges should be made in such cases or the objec
tions disregarded. We have limited the right to petition for advancement 
to twice, at intervals of two months, and then not again for three years. It 
may not be the wisest of regulations, but was a compromise of different 
plans. For our part, we favor one ballot for all the rlegrees. It seems a 
fraud on a candidate to give him a single degree that can do him no good 
and then hang him up so that he can neither go back nor forward . Either 
give him all or none, and if elected to take all the rlegrees, give them to him 
unless for good cause shown. When our brother asks us where we were 
when such a ruling passed unchallenged, we answer that the Grand Master 
could hold no otherwise so long as the law remains, and the trouble lies still 
further back on the law requiring a ballot for each degree, which we have 
tried hard and often to have changed, thus far without success." 

He does not believe in perpetual jnrisdiction, but his Grand Lodge prac
tises it: 

"As to the rerpetual Jurisdiction over rejected material as between the 
lodges of Montana, it is held only in a modified form, for our lodges are 
allowed to waive jurisdiction in such cases by a three-fourths vote, so that 
no personal spite can become a bar in such cases." 

The vote by which the release is given is no part of the law. This law 
concedes the .iltrisdiction to the rejecting lodge until it releases it. With 
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. what appears to us an unfraternal and un masonic inconsistency, it denies to 
lodges out of its jurisdiction what it accords to its own. And Brother 
HEDGES'S language applies, if at all, to his own Graud Lodge: 

" When a candidate has been recommended by two brothers and the appli
cation investigated and favorably reported by three other members, the pre
sumptions arB five to one that the black ball was cast from unworthy 
motives. Even if cast for some sufficient reason, there should be allowance 
and encouragement for reform, and when in this moving, changing world, 
a person once rejected has gained a legal residence and a reputation as a 
good citizen in a new locality, those living there call better judge of his 
fitness for Masonry than those who only remember him as he was years 
before. It iR an iniquitous principle in every respect, bllt we do not care 
to discuss it further. It is dying, and we are willing to let it die in peace, 
if it won't make too much fuss and noise about it." 

Th e first sentence logically demands the repeal of the secret unanimous 
ballot law; his whole argument is a mere denunciation of this law; it is not so 

in tended, but that is what it is, "all the same." However, it is not correct. 
We concur in the second sentence, provided the law compels him to wait 

a sufficient time to make it reasonably sure that he has reformed. The 
"iniquitous'" part of his argument will not avail much as long as Montana 
refutes it by maintaining the iniquity among her own lodges. 

In h is conclusion, he says : 
"We have naught to say disparaging uf the Home movement, but the 

greater work, in our estimation, is to be accomplished by the lodges, Each 
of them should have its board of relief, or in places where there are several 
lodges ullited effort in this line will prove most economical and effective. 
And every lodge should have its charity fund. The Grand Lodge charity 
fnnds can do no more than act as a balance-wheel or distributing reserVOir, 
where the demands of relief are beyond the resources of particular lodges. 

"In this great work of practical relief we have been glad to welcome the 
powerful aid not only promised but afforded by the organization of th3 
Eastern Star. There is a fi eld of work that belongs to Masonry that can 
best be attended to by the women to whom we are all obligated by many 
and most sacred ties. We are sure that in the end every objection and 
prejudice against this organization will disappear and give place 1.0 wonder 
that it was not actively sought earlier, and that any cou ld have been fonnd 
so blind as not to see its vast importance." 

NEBRASKA, 1895. 

The Grand Master (JOliN EIIHHARl)T) gives the bistory of a case whdl is 

a beautiful (?) illustration of the workings of the modern system of dues and 
relief. 

A brother became a member of a lodge: three years the reafter, the lodge 
remitted his dues, $8.20: six years thereafter he was suspended for non
payment of dues amounting to $15.00; over three years thereafter he fell 
into distress, and thereupon the brethren of the lodge within whose jurisdic
tion he was then living, and had lived the preceding ten or more years, 
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made haste to contribute the $15.00 to pay the amount of his arrears, 'and 
sent it to the Secretary, who returned the usual receipt. When the facts 
came to the knowledge of the lodge, it directed the Secretary to return the 
money, and refused to re-instate the brothel', because the dues wer!~ paid 
by others without his knowledge, and for the express purpose of making 
that brother a charge upon the lodge [and thus, in accordance with modern 
notions, relieve the brethren, among whom he lived, from their obligations] 
Thereupon the lodge, in whose jurisdiction he was living, and whose mem
bers paid his dues, expended $117.35 in his care and burial, and promptly 
sent in the bill to the other lodge, which it declined to pay. The matter 
was presented to the Grand Mastel', who sustained the lodge in its refusal, 
and the other lodge appealed to the Grand Lodge. But th e committee 
held, contrary to the civil law and business rules, that when arrears of dues 
arc tendered by anyone, no matter whom, the lodge is obliged to receive 
the money and thus re-instate the delinquent, and ordered the bill to be 
paid. It censured the lodge for suspending him when it did, and yet that 
was the natural result of the law under which the lodge was acting. 

We make no further comment than to express the regret that, for the fair 
fame of Masonry, the Grand Lodge had not forbidden the publication of the 
case; and, it having done so, to enter our protest against this action's being 
considered as in accordance with masonic principles, and our claim that it 
is an attempt to foist upon Masonry the methods of modern relief societies, 
and thus destroy the duty of masonic charity. 

The Grand Master had before him the case of an Entered Apprentice, who 
had moved to Maryland, and upon whom his lodge had requested a Mary
land lodge to confer the other degrees. That lodge refllsed on account of ob
jections being made to the candidate's fitness, and another lodge was requested 
to do the work, when the lodge first applied to objected. While not so 
stated in the account of the matter by the Grand Master, the case came 
before the Grand Master of Maryland, who, after investigation, prohibited 
the conferring of the degrees by the Maryland lodge. Thereupon the party 
returned to Nebraska to receive the degrees, and the Grand Master of Mary
land presented the objections to Grand Master EHRHARDT. The latter 
appointed Past Grand Master LININGER to investigate the case, who recom
mended that the degrees be conferred. 

The Grand Mastel: says: 
"I myself devoted considerable time in making a thorough investigation 

of the case. I wanted to be satisfied as to the moral qualificat ions of the 
applicant, for on the question of jurisdiction I entertained 11 0 doubt. After 
reading all the correspondence, and, I think, fully understanding the case, 
I withdrew the prohibition, and allowed our Falls City Lodge to confer the 
degrees. " 

The Grand Lodge approved his action. We shaH look with some interest 
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to see what status the candidate practically receives in Marylanrt. The case 
illustrates the wisdom of our law, which does not allow one lodge to confer 
degrees at the request of another, but requires it to waive jurisdiction over 
the candidate and let the lodge, to which he applies for advancement, have 

the whole power and responsibility of acting in the premises. 
On account of the failure of crops in some parts of the state, the Grand 

Master deemed it necessary to aid the distressed by the Grand Lodge and 
borrow the necessary amount from the Masonic Home Fund. He sent out 
a circular to the lodges; twenty needed help, one hundred and forty-eight 
did not, and forty made no reply. The following circular was sent to the 
lodges asking aid: 

"In ,egard to our relief work, would say: After mature delibration it 
has been decided that relief for destitute brethren be granted through tbe 
several lodges, and as the money for such relief much be provided by loans, 
we have concluded to grant assistance to lodges by loaning them a reason
able sum and let the lodges grant the relief to its individual members, anrt 
they can do that by either loaning the amount to the individual brother or 
by donating the sum to him outright. Many brethren prefer a loan to a 
donation, and there are some that will perhaps be unable to repay the 
amount . 

• , No security should be required except the note of the individual brother, 
and the sum should be kept down to the lowest sum; but no brother or his 
family should be IJermitte.l to suffer for the necessaries of life. 

"Bear in mind, brethren, that calls for relief are very numerous; but 
the Grand Officers will do all ill their power to assist the needy. 

" The enclosed note and circular will explain itself, which please fill out 
and return to me. If approved, an orJer for the amount will be sent you. 
When the Grand Lodge meets next June the matter of repayment will be fully 
determined. " 

The Grand Master adds : 

"When a special case was reported and the lodge entirely unable to as
sume the payment, orders were drawn on the relief fund in favor of the 
lodge, to be expended for the particular individual." 

* * * * * * * * * 
" Up to the 15th day of March, 1895, every application received was duly 

considered, and all grantert reasonable relief. On that date the funds 
available were about exhausted, and no further relief was granted; and 
while some applications that were received after that time appealed strongly 
to our sympathy, yet the winter had passed, and all our membership had 
been cared for. . 

"The plan adopted by the committee on relief was that all worthy 
bretlu'en and the widows and orphans depending upon us for assistance 
could be best provided for by the chartered lodges through their duly-elected 
officers. " 

* * * * * * * * * 
" Tenders of assistance were made from many of the other jurisdictions. 

While thanking all for their active masonic benevolence, all offers were 
fraternally declined; it was our ambition to care for our own membership." 

We gather from the Treasurer's report that the disbursements for this 
purpose amounted to nearly $8,000, and the notes given therefor by the 
lodges amount to $7,680. 



122 Correspondence-Nebraska. 

The action of the Grand Master was approved by the Grand Lodge and 
the following recommendation of the committee adopted: 

"We recommend that the time of payment of the notes given by the sub
ordinate lodges to the Grand Lodge be extended to a time not later than 
October 1, 1896, (whenever the proper representations and requests be made 
to the Grand Master.) We recommend that the Grand Secretary be in 
strncted to accept and credit upon the note any pa.vment whenever mane in 
amount not less than five dollars." 

Grand Secretary BOWEN says: 

"Volume I of the second edition of Nebraska Proceedings, 1857 to 1868, 
has berm issued from the electrotype plates and distributed as ordered. I 
hope the issue of the second volume, 1869 to 1874, will be at once ordered, 
that our lodges may have the benefit of the forethought amI labor that has 
been bestowed upon our printed records. I know of no other orga nization 
in Freemasonry whose annals are in stereotype plates as are those of the 
Grand Lodge, Grand Chapter and Grand Commandery of Nebraska, nor of 
but very few who have as complete a fireproof archive and arcllive room. 
Instructions are asked whether copies of Volume I shall be sold at one dol· 
la r each, the cost being $l.05~." 

The committee reported that the price should be one dollar, as the voltune 
ought to be 'in the hands oj every mason 'in the jurisdiction: and the Grand 
Lodge so voted. The issue of Volume II in same style was also authorized, 

Nebraska is ahead of all other jurisdictions in the pr;vision it has made 
for the distribution of her Proceedings-now and in the future. 

The Grand Orator, Bro. BENJAMIN F. THOMAS, delivered asplendid oration, 
the concluding paragraph of which we give : 

"Freemasonry is fitted to every possible development of the world; to 
every possible improvement in the conditions of life. Its voice will ever be 
on the side of such development and its efforts will contribute to such im
provement. Secure in its past; watchful of its preseut; hopeful of its 
future, it will continue its victorious march, clarl in the myst ic armor of 
truth down through the long stretch of cen turies. " 

W e commend this to the thonghtful consideration of those who claim that 
Freemasonry must be changed in order to be "abreast of the times." 

The Grand Lodge decided that the failure or refusal of an Eo A. to qualify 
himself for advancement, is not a masonic offence for which he can be dis

ciplined. 
The Grand Lodge adopted the " Wisconsin proposition," after amending 

it by striking from it so much as relates to the duty of the Grand Lodge in 
case of the inability of the lodge! This fa ilure to calTY the doctrine to its 
necessarily logical result, shows that the doctrine is erroneous, or that the 
Grand Lodge delibemtely declares in advance that it will not perform it,.,) 
duty! 

It was decided that the waiver of jurisd iction over an accepted candidate 
at any stage of his progress, or over a rejected candidate, can be granted only 
by a unanimous vote taken by the secret ballot, This accords with our law. 
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Also that an objection to an elected candidate or to advancement is pre

cisely equivalent to a rejection and should be recorded as such, and if the 

Master, to whom the objection is made, should go out of office before the re

jection is recorded. he must communicate the fact to his successor and he 

must order it to be recorded. The last is new, but is correct beyond ques
tion. 

Telegraphic messages of congratulations and fraternal wishes were ex

changed with several other Grand Lodges then in session. 

The Grand Lodge authorized the publication of the record of the Nebraska 

Veterans in its own Proceedings. 

The " Review of the Proceedings of Fellow Grand Lodges," (7~ pp.) was 
ssbmitted by Bro. W"I1~r.IAM R. BOWEN, who, finding that he was "over

. running the space we allotted to it," abruptly closes with Utah. It relieves 
us to find that others besides ourselves are liable to shoot beyond the mark. 

We have not looked to see if he makes two classes of Grand Lodges-and 

leaves the sisters out: if such is the fact we do not want to know it, much 
less to chronicle it. 

After giving his reasons for writing a report this year, he says: 

" The work will occupy all the evenings of the winter and spring except 
when we attend the j'egular meetings of our home masonic bodies; our readers 
should understand that our reviews aren't written as one writes a soc ial let
ler (one' handy with the pen' doesn't condense). nor made up of extracts 
clipped with scissors and grouped with paste; but (for want of better brains) 
are laboriously compiled, boiled down, 'blue penciled,' compressed and re
written-all of which takes 'rIM~', 'simply this and nothing more.' It's true 
that once in a while toward midnight we weary in well doing and (elated by 
communion with some seductive fellow) our pencil goes off at a tangent and 
we wander aimlessly in Inanit.y for a season." 

The report shows that he carries out strictly his plan and very rarely gets 
.. elated." 

While we appreciate the courtesy of the Cllstom mentioned in the follow

ing, we fully concur with him, and give as an additional reason that shelf

room is becomin(j a matter of serious consequence. 

" Grand Secretary Hempstead records the receipt of a bountl copy of the 
current proceedings of fifteen Grand Lodges; this sending of bound pro
p,eedings to fellow Grand Lodges is becoming a custom with nearly half our 
American jurisdictions, but we do not enthuse over same because we prefer 
to do our own binding, especially when the proceedings are but t.hree-eighths 
of an inch thick, as some are; we'd rather bind several years together and 
wou.1d rejoice if we could get the pamphlets with wiele margins or un
trimmed. " 

Let the Proceedings be paged consecutively for a fair sized volume and 

indexed. 

He thinks that Bro. WOLFE uses the term" sister lodges," "because the 

apron is the tie that binds. " But he will find, if he examines, that long and 
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very general usage requires the use of the feminine gender whenever associa

tions are spoken of and given Olle of the two genders. Indeed , we believe 
he is the pioneer in using the masculine gender. 

He doubts the antiquity of " demit," chtiming that it was copied from 

Odd Fellowship, and says in reply to our suggestion thnt the system pre

vailed before Odd F ellowship was ever heard of, that from a report made in 
Virginia in ] 855, demission was originally the laying <lown of official 

authority; that proves nothing, for demission from office is one thing and 

demission from membe'I'ship is another thing; however, the fact still r emains 

that demission from membership prevailed long before Odd Fellowship was 

born; hundreds of instances might be cited , but we will cite only one, for 
that is sufficient in Maine, viz: SIMON GREgNL~~AF resigned his member

ship in his lodge before 1820, while his lodge was still under the jurisdiction 

of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. 

He ev idently wrote Ilis review of Maine hurriedly, for he undertakes to 

justify the California law, which cla ims to deprive masons of their masonic 
character without trial, by quoting our remarks in support of the enact

ment of laws prohibiting evil practices by masons, even though such prac
tices were not known in former clftys. 

Again, he sustains those laws by say ing that the non"affiliate ostr(lcizes 

himBelj just as a citizen debars himself from vot ing if he does not register; 

passing over the fact that the citizen has the legul right to register, while 

the non-affiliate can become a member of a lodge only as a matter of favor 
on its part, we would ask Bro. BOWEN if he really thinks a law would stand 

for a momeut in Court, which should provide that a citizen who does not 

register should lose all his rights as a citizen, and become ftn outlaw? Does 

not he see that his illustration proves the case ftgainst him ? noes he not 

see that as failing tc register debars one from voting and that only, failure 

to affiliate, on the sftme principle, debars one from acting in the lodge, ftnd 
that only? In many jurisdictions, a mftl1 must pay a tax in order to vote: 

but who would be so foolhardy as to claim that failure to pay the tax de

prives the party of the protection of the laws and tftkes away from him the 

right to exist , ftnd that, too, without trial , as the Cftlifornia law treats the 

mason who fails to affiliate? 
In a former report, we discussed the difference between Sovereign Grand 

Lodges (such as Mftine), which are the source of aJI masonic power in their 

jurisdictions, ftnd snch Grand Lodges as Nebraska, which are not sovereign, 

but pattern their system after that of the United ~tfttes government, and 

hold that the craft is the source of masonic power, and the Grand Lodge 
has only the powers gmnted to it by the craft. In reply, he is unfortunate 

enough to attempt to run the" deadly parallel" upon us-unfortunate, be

cause the pamllel completely demolishes his position and sustains us. Let it 
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be remembered that our contention is that the Grand Lodge is the source 
of power, and his is that the masons of the jurisrliction are the source of 
power. He quotes from the Preambles of the Constitutions of the Uuited 
StateR, and of the Grand Lodge of Maine, thus: "We, the people oj the 

U n'itea States," and " We, the Grana Lodge oj jj1~ a'ine:" in the former case 
the people of the Ullited States ordain, in the latter, the Grand Lodge oj 
Maine, and not" the masons of Maine," ordain, &c. He finds in the con
stitution of Nebraska various phrases in which full sovereignty is claimed', 
but he omits the most important clause, the one which denies to the Grand 
Lodge the power to change its constitution-the clause which determines 
whether the Grand Lodge is the source of power, or whether it has such 
powers only as are granted to it by a higher authority. 

But we must stop, though we have not even reached Utah! 

NEVADA, 1895. 

We are sorry to find from the address of the Grand Mastel' (PHII.IP A. 
DOYLE) that the total membership is growing less yearly. There had been 
only twenty-three initiates during the year and eight affi liations, while tbe 
losses were enough to reduce the membership sixty-six. 

He said that the expenses of the Grand Lodge are out of all proportion to 
the membership. This is true of every small Grand Lodge, when compared 
with a large Grand Lodge. I-Ie recommended a material reduction in ex
pense, part of which could be effected by dispensing with the Report on 
Correspondence. Another reduction could have been effected by dispens
ing with the publication of the returns, to which twenty-two pages of this 
pampblet are devoted. 

He recommended the abolition of the Grand Representative system, but 
the Grand Lodge decided otherwise. 

A jurisdictional complaint against a New York lodge had been satisfactorily 
adjusted and the edict forbidding masonic recognition of the party was re
scinded. 

We hope that this Grand Lodge has reached its limit of declension and 
that her next report will show certain evidence of returning prosperity. 

NEW BRUNSWICK, 1895. 

The Grand Lodge met at its usual time, but on account of the absence of 
many members, who had gone to Boston to attend the Templar gathering, 
and in accordance with a tacit understanding among the craft, a recess was 
taken to the twenty-sixth of September. 
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The Grand Master (THO~IAS WALKER) announced the death of Past Grand 

Master BI<:NJAMINLES'l'ER PETI<:RS. Bro. PE'I'I<:RS was born in St. John, Auglist 

13, 1827: he was made a mason in 1856, alld immediately thereafter com
menced service as Junior Deacon: he was then Senior Deacon and Warden, 

and became Master of his lodge in 185D. He was a mem bel' and chairman of 

the convention in 1867 which organized the Grand Lodge, and became its first 

Grand Master: he was twice re-elected: he never lost his interest in Masonry, 

and although his judicial duties were onerous, he was an active mason to 

the day of his death. A Lodge of Sorrow in his memory was held Dec. 18, 

1894, the exercises at which (given in these Proceedings) are of much interest. 

M. W . RODERICK McNEILL, Grand Mastel' of Prince Edward Island, was 

present as a visitor and was received with the usual Graml Honors. 

Of the Wisconsin propsition, the Grand Master well says: 

"I am asked to submit this proposition to you for your action, and I do 
so with t his single remark, that charity which seeks for a return and con
fines itself to those of our own house is not to me the charity taught us in 
the lodge, but would seem to reduce our craft to the level of a modern as
sessment assoc iation." 

Of which the committee say: 

" With the views of the Grand Mastel' in regard to the principle under
ly ing the system of masonic charity your comm ittee ~tl'e heartily in accord, 
but an examination of the circular issued by the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin 
seems to indicate that a necessity exists in that jurisdiction and in jurisdic
t ions contiguous to it for an organized system of administering relief, so that 
the worthy recipient and the charitable giver shall be justly dealth with. 
The conditions in this province do not require such a system here at the 
p resent time, but ci rcumstances may make it desirable to observe with in
terest the operations of the plan suggested by the Grand Lodge of Wiscon
sin. " 

The Grand Master of Prince Ellward Island malle an eloquent appeal in 

behalf of a Masonic Home for the Maritime Provinces, and the Grand 

Lodge adopted the following resolution: 

"Resolved, That a committee be appointed to confer with committees from 
the Grand Lodges of Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island, and endeavor 
to formulate a general scheme for the relief of distressed brethren in the 
tel'l'itory occupied by the Grand Lodges of New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, 
and Prince Edward Island, the Grand Secretary to notify these Grand 
Lodges of this action of this Grand Lodge." 

This Grand Lodge still has a heavy debt, and it will hesitate to embark in 

another enterprise until that debt is pair! . The taxation is so high that its 

aggregate membership has fallen off three hundred wit,hin a few years; it 

has reduced tlie tax this year and we hope to see the effect in an increase in 

its membership; if by heroic treatment the debt could be paid, we have no 

doubt that the losses of members would be greatly diminished. 
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NE W HAMPSHIHE, 1895. 

" The semi-ann ual" was held as usual, and the work exemplified l)y three 
different lodges. ' The Manchester brethren furnished a collat ion. The 
usual exercises were varied by the presentation of a jewel to Bro. JOSgp J-I 
](IDO E Il, Grand Treasurer for over twenty years, and one to Bro. GIWIlGE 
P. CLI;AVgS, Grand Secretary s ince 1877- tokens of appreciation most 
worthily bestowed . 

The Grand Master ( C Ii AIlLES C. HAY ES) says: 

" Brethren, I congratulate you that nHtSOnry has been so prosper. IUS in 
our state, notwithstanding the great finandal depression which has swept 
over this entire coun try, affect ing as it has the noble order to which we a re 
proud to belong. So far as I am aware, the relations exist ing between this 
and other Gra nd Jurisdictions are harmonious, and with one or two slight 
exceptions, which we hope will soon disappear, nothing of importance has 
occurred to seriollsly disturb the peace which uSllally reigns throughout our 
own borders." 

Tile course of affa irs had been so smooth that the Grand Master had 
little to say that is of interest outside of that jurisdiction. He invoked the 
aid of the brethren in aid of the Masonic H ome expecterl to be erected at 
Manchester. 

He had publicly installerl the officers of four lodges; had dedicated the 
monument to Governor J Oli N SULLIVAN, the first Grand Master of Masons 
in that state, and had laid the corner stone of a new Masonic Temple at 
Laconia, the dedication of which at an early day has now been announced. 

Among his decisions approved by the Grand Lodge is the following: 
"That it is not illegal or irregular for a Past Master, at the reqnest of the 

Maste r, to preside at a fun eral and conduct the service, in the absence of 
the Master and both Wardens." 

The District Deputies, in their reports, make concise mention of each lodge 
visited, and sh,)w that as a whole the lodges are in a prosperous condition, 

and their affairs carefully administered. 

The following resolution was adopted: 
"ifesolveci, That this Grand Lodge grants permission for any lodge under 

its jurisd iction to permit the Chapters of the Eastern Star to meet ill their 
rooms, should such lodge deem it for the best good of Masonry." 

The Grand Master called the attention of the Grand Lodge to the necessity 
of determining" what is legitilllate Ma.~onry in this jurisdiction and what is 
not." The mat t.er was referred to the COlllmittee all Masonic Jurisprudence, 
which subm itted a very able report, which was accepted and adopted by 
the Grand Lodge. We should like to copy it all, but cannot do so. The 
fo llowing is one of the most forcible, clear and correct statements of the gen
eral principles that we have ever seen, and we fraternally refer Bro. BOWI,N 
to it as giving a reply to some of the questions which he has asked : 
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" It is a doctrine as old as Grand Lodges, and whicb has never been 
questioned throughont theirlong and varied history, that they have absolute 
and supreme authority in the matter of the government of their subordinates 
in all things masonic-limited only by the landmarks and the written law em
bodied in their respective const.itutions. 

"The common law, or unwritten law of the craft touching this subject, 
is more absolute and complete than t,he written law or law embodied in con
stitutions. So far aR we are aware, it has never been questioned, and it is 
a remarkable fact that in all of the controversies which have arisen between 
rival Grand Lodges in the same jurisdiction, there is no case on record 
where the absolnte and supreme authority of the Grand Lodge itself to 
govern subordinates according to its own will has not been taken for granted. 
Contentions have arisen often between different organizations, each one 
claiming that it was the legitimate and authorized Grand Lodge for the 
jurisdiction, and these rivalries and differences have occasioned the craft 
great trouble and often served to injure its influence and retard its progress. 
But it is a singular fact that in all the many coutroversies of this character 
uo one has ever suggested any limitation upon the authority or power of a 
Grand Lodge over its subordinates. This power has been exercised in a 
great variety of instances; discipline has been visited for every kind of in·· 
subordination conceivable, and the Grand Lodge has asserted its autbority 
a.nd exercised its government fully and unquestioned in all cases, and so far 
as we are aware it is so held in all the works upon masonic law and jurispru
dence. 

" Constitutions are of a modern origin. The idea is prevalent to some 
extent that Grand Lodges a.re founded upon constitutions; that is a mistaken 
view. Grand Lodges, after they are established, adopt constitutions and 
limit their authority by such provisions and regulations as they voluntarily 
see fit to make. 

"The powers of the Grand Lodge are legislative, judicial and executive. 
These powers are defined in constitu tions and general regulations, which 
every Grand Lodge may adopt and repeal at its convenience and pleasure. 
They are conclusive and binding, of course, until changed or repealed. It 
is fundamental that nothing can be adopted in derogation of the Ancient 
Landmarks, but, subject to that rule, the Grand Lodge can establish for its 
government and the government of the craft any constitntion and regulations 
which in its judgmeJl t will condnce to the common good. 

"The legislative powers of a Grand Lodge extend to every subject not 
delegated to the subordi nate lodges. The judicial powers of the Grand 
Lodge are both original and appellate. The original power relates to all 
matters of discipline upon its own members, its subordinates and individual 
masons, and arises from its inherent and inalienable rights. Its appellate 
powers relate to cOlitroversies in subordinate lodges, and such matters as 
arise from the written law and regulations established by the Grand Lodge. 
Its executive powers relate to the enforcement of all masonic law, and when 
the Grand Lodge is not in session that power is reposed in the Grand Master. 

"All governmental powers, whether executive, legislative or judicial, not 
expressly delegated by the Grand Lodge, are inherent in and reserved to it 
as the supreme governing body. " 

After sbowing that the Grand Lodge of New Hampsh ire has acted lIpon 
these principles from tbe time of its orJanizatioll, the committee say: 

"The experience of the fraternity, both within our own jurisdiction and 
elsewbere, confirms the wisdom of the law and renders more apparent the 
necessity of its observance. 

"The tendency in modern times is to mnltiply secret organizations. 
Every conceivable style of society is to be seen; almost without exception 
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they have some material or financial gain in view. They trench upon the 
ground of this fraternity in a variety of ways, and to a considerable extent 
members of the craft are also members of other societies. 

" While we have no concern with such organizations, still it is important 
that we keep prominently in the masonic mind the right to control this 
fraternity in all matters whereby its safety and integrity are put in jeopardy. 

"The Grand Lodge has the power to decide and declare what masonic 
bodies are reguhtr, wherein masonic symbols are used, shown, or made 
known as a part of its ceremonies. 

"Much has been said upon the question whether or not the Grand Longe 
can have any knowledge of any degrees or orders which are higher in grade 
than the symbolic degrees. 

"The discussion arises upon a mistaken view of the question; Grand 
Lodges do not claim to know the esoteric character of the higher grades; 
they only claim the right to decide what bodies whose masonic foundation 
rests upon the symbolic degrees are lawful and regular. But after much 
contention-causing great injury to the craft and at times threatening its 
safety-it has be~ome a well-settled doctrine, which is generally conceded 
to be found ed in the comlIlon law of masonry, that Grand Lodges ha.ve such 
power and authority. Indeed, any other doctrine would endanger the whole 
system of Masonry and would make a breach in the walls of the temple to 
which for centuries the craft have come to worship, and permit inroads 
upon our peaceful ,lominion to be marie by the enemies of .the fra.ternity, 
who, joining hands with the selfish and treacherous members within, work 
disaster and ruin to our beloved institution. 

"The Grand Lodge has not only the power but the duty to the craft under 
its obedience to deCJlare what bodies and organizations are regular and law
ful in a masonic sense. This becomes important in view of the fact that 
members of its obedience are constantly desiring to obtain the higher grades 
of 'both the York and the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rites, existing within 
this jurisdiction; and that there are unlawful, clandestine and spurious 
boelies claiming to be legal, which are improperly inducing members of the 
fraternity to join their organizations." 

* * * * * * * * * 
"The question has been raised by persons engaged in making use of 

spurious and clandestine bodies and selling 'counterfeit degrees' whether 
any organization in one rite has aught to do with any other rite. It is 
hardly necessary to discuss the question here, but the power of the Granel 
Lodge to deal with it rests upon the fact that both systems or rites are 
founded upon the symbolic degrees, while its duty and the propriety of its 
action in this behalf are fully sustained and app,trent from the principles of 
masonic comity; and the importance of harmony among the brethren of both 
rites who meet within the symbolic lodge. 

"No higher duty of the Grand Lodge exists than to so govern the mem
bers of its obedience as to prevent dissens'ions and pI'oMbit all causes of dis
turbance and content'ion among the cmft. 

"The principle of masonic comity between the grand bodies of different 
jurisdictions has long been regarderl as binding, and no rule of conduct has 
been attended with happier results. 

"The Grand Lodges of different states have frequent occasion to observe 
towards their sister Grand Lodges this well settled rule and it is invariably 
practiced. 

"The same principle obtains throughout the entire system of the York 
Rite and between the different Grant! Jurisdictions of other nations so far 
as we are informed. 

"If the principl e is sound and masonic as between the Grand Bodies of 
the same rite in different jurisdictions, still greater the reason for its observ
ance between the different Ritp.s founded upon the symbolic degrees, haviug 

App. 9 G. L. 
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the same jurisdictional laws; the same moral and ethical principles; occupy
ing the same territory, and to a certain extent composed of the same mem
bership. " 

Their conclusion is : 
"For the purpose of preserving the integrity of our organi zat.ion and 

making known to the members of the fraternity its po~ition in relation to 
the bodies which it regards as rightful and legitimate, the Grand Lodge 
hereby declares and recognizes as lawfu l, regular and masonic, the followi ng 
designated hodies and their subordinates, established within its jurisdiction, 
namely: 

"The General Grand Royal Arch Chapter of the United States. 
"The Grand Royal Arch Chapters of the several States and Territories 

of the United States. 
"The Royal Arch Chapters and other bodies under their jurisd iction. 
" The General Grand Council of Hoyal and ~elect Masters of the Un i ted 

States. 
"The Grand Councils of Royal and Select Masters of the several States 

and Territories of the United States. . 
"The Councils of Royal and Select Masters under their jurisdiction. 
"The Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of the United States. 
" The Grand Commanderies of Knights Templar of the several States and 

Territories of the United States. 
" The Commanderies of Knights Templar under the ir jurisdiction. 
"The Supreme Council of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, for the 

Northern Masonic JllriRdiction of the United States of America, of which 
Henry L. Palmer is Most Puissant Sovereign Grand Commander. . 

"The various bodies under the jurisdiction of said Supreme Council, with 
all the powers, privileges ann. prerogat ives belonging to them, and incident 
to the enjoyment thereof by them respectively." 

The question of the proper course to be taken when an E. A. of several 
years standing applies for advancement was before the Grand Lodge, and it 
was held that the application shonld be refelTe~ to a committee to inquire 
and report whether the candidate stands in the same position as when the 
ballot was taken, or whether there had been such changes in his character 
and standing as should prevent his receiving the degrees. lit some other 
jurisdictions, the usage.is for the Master to give notice of the application at 
a stated meeting, and that if no objection is made he proposes to confer the 
degrees at the next stated meeting; if objectious are made, they take the 
usual course of objections tei advancement. The New Hampshire rule is 
the safer one, and, therefore, the better oue. 

The Heport on Correspondence (152 pp.) was presented by Bro. ALlH;wr 

S. WAIT. 

He dissents from the Alabama decision that the petition of a candidate, 
who receives a disqualifying injury after the reception of tbe petition and 
before the ballot, must still proceed to the ballot. We concur ill dissenting; 
we hold that the lodge had no masonic right to proceed to ballot, for want 
of jurisdiction; the committee ought to have reported tbe facts and the 
petition be returned, as we stated last year. But Bro. W A IT gives another 
reason, in which we do not concur: 
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" We are aware that there have been decisions in several Grand Lodge 
jurisdictions, that a petition once presented and referred cannot be allowed 
by the lodge to be withdrawn, but must go to a ballot; but on what gronnd, 
either of law or reason, we have never been informed and are not able to 
comprehend . " 

We can answer for Main e; our law waR born of experience: it was found 
that the petitions of ullworthy candidates, were withdrawn to avoid the 
effect of a rejection: but tbe law is limited by the other law, tlUtt the peti
tion of a candidate, over whom the lodge has no jurisdiction, must be re
turned as soon as that fact is discovered. 

Replying to us in relation to another matter, he says: 

"The trouble with this reasoning, to our minds, is with the premises 
assumed. Lodges do not deri ve their authority to confer the degrees of 
Masonry from their Grand Lodges. That authority is inherent in the 
lodges. They have, it is true, consented. to its limitation to some extent, 
by the legislative power which they have conferred upon their Grand Lodges, 
but that is far from making the latter the original source of the authority." 

We refer him to the report of the Committee on Jurisprudence, which we 
have quoted in this report, for a conclusive reply to this argument and 
others in past reports, based upon the doctrine which he asserts in what we 

have just quoted. 
Hn quotes from our reply to Bro. CLARI{E, of Kentucky, our remarks in 

relation to the status of a rejected candidate, and fully endorses them. 
He devotes considerable space in contesting our proposition that a Grand 

Lodge can exist without constituent lodges, and especially the proposition 
that a Grand Lodge may hold a communication without the representation 
of a single lodge, nnless there is some provision of its Constitution to the 
contrary. The report of the Committee on Jurisprudence is against him. 
But if he will examine the vclume of the records of Massachusetts recently 
published, he will find that that snpports ns: he will also find tbe preced.ent 

of the Grand Lodge of Maine in Morgan times; the record of the Grand 
Lodge of Vermont for 1836 does not show that a single lodge was repre
sented, as in fact there was not, as has always been stated: moreover, the 
Grand Lodge at that session unanimously adopted the following: 

" With a view of relieving the several lodges nnder the jurisdiction of the 
Grand Lodge from the illconvenience of attending the communication of 
January, A. L. 5837, 

Resolved, That the Grand Master, Grand Treasurcr and Grand Secretary, 
with such of the Grand Lodge as may make it convenient, be and they here· 
by are aULhorized to attend at the hall of said. lodge on the second Wednes
day of January, A. L. 5H37, and adjourn said lodge to the second Wednesday 
of January, A. L. 5838, and thereafter biennially." 

The" Brethren present" were the Grand Master, Grand Senior Warden, 

Grand Treasurer, Grand Secretary and Grand Chaplain, with four others 
who acted as pro tem officers, not enough to !ill all the Grand Offices. The 
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Grand Lodge was opened in due form, important business transacted and 
the Grand Lodge closed in due form. It will be noted that the vote for 
future meetings l'equ'ired the presence of the n um bel' necessary to open a 
lodge of Master Masons, and no more. Accordingly the three Grand Of
ficers met in 1837, 1838, 1840, 1842 and 1844, and adjowrned the Grand 

Lodge in accordance with that vote. In December, 1845, the Grand Master 
sent out invitations to various masons to meet at the time to which the 
Grand Lodge has been adjourned. They did meet, opened the Grand Lodge, 
and formally declared that the Grand Lodge had been kept alive by the 
action in 18:36 (when no lodge was represented) a nd by the adjournments, 
and proceeded to transact the usual business. 

He refers to a record of Massachusetts Grand Lodge, in which action upon 
an important matter was deferred at one session, and the Grand Mastel' was 
requested to summons the Masters and Wardens of all the lodges to attend 
th-e next meeting to consider the matter and determine what should be done; 
and this he claims is an authority against our positio~l! The postponement 
of business in order to secure a fuller atteudance proves that the Grand 
Lodge had no power to act without that fuller attel1tlance! 

We could find no such record as Bro. WAIT mentions. Since the fore
going was written, we tind that he has made an elTor of ten years, and the 
meeting was held in 1777 instead of 1787. In view of what Bro. WAIT has 
written, it is almost funny to find that at this very meeting not a single lodge 

was represented! The Grand Mastel' had been killed, and while the meeting 
was called to consider the petition for a new lodge that was deferred to the 
seventh of March , and the Masters and Wardens were ordererl to be sum
moned to consider upon and elect a Grand ],faster; good reason for sum

moning them. The Grand Lodge met March seventh and was" held," but 
no lodge was represented. It adjourned till the next evening, when eight 
Grand Officers were present, one Past Mastel', and the representative oj one 

lodge only, but the Grand Lodge proceeded to elect a Grand Mastel' and 
other Grand Officers. 

Usage concurs with principle in establishing the proposition that when 
a Grand Lodge consists of certain members, all equal in right.~ therein, 
and no provision is made for the number necessary to open it, it may be 
opened by the number necessary to open a Master's lodge, without regard to 
whether those present are members in their own right or are representatives 
of lodges; no warrant for any discrimination is found in the Constitution or 
ancient usage. 

NEW JE1{SEY, 1896. 

As ·a frontispiece, we have a fine portrait of the ret iring Grand Master, 
CHARLES BELCHER. 
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The Granel Lodge was honored with the presence of the Grand M,tsters 

of Pennsylvania and New York, with quite a number of the ir rpspective 
associate Grand Officers. 

Grand Mastel' BELcr·rr' R says: 

"The pass ing of time is accompanied with the usual changes. Our nu
merical growth has been a healthy one. A higher cOllception of our sym
bolisms and teachings shows that the elevating influences that have been 
continuously and freely d issem inated for the benefit of the craft have had a 
refining effec t upon the minds a nd lives of those who are acimitted among 
us to snch an extent that olle can safely say our membership is not on ly in
creasing, but improving socially, morally and intellectually." 

* * * * * * * * * 
"I have received a c ircular letter from a commi ttee appointed by 01' rep-

resenting the Grand Lodge of ' Visconsin, and approved by the M. W. Grand 
Master of that jnrisdiction, of a s imilar nature to that sent to the various 
Gl"and Lodges during the administration of my predecessor, M. W. Brother 
DllIand, who, in an exhaustive manner, expressed his opin ions in his ad
dress to the Grand Lodge at our last annual commun ication. The report 
of the Committee on Masonic Jurisprudence so clearly and carefu lly ex-· 
pressed the opinions of this Grand Lodge on the subject that I did not deelll 
it adv isable to take any action in the matter, and simply refer to it as a 
communication, the rece ipt of which deserves public ,wknowledgment, but 
the subject-matter cannot consistently be endorsed 01' complied with." 

We quote the followin g to show how reaciily complications may arise in 

rela tion to candidates who live in one jurisdiction and do business in another, 

especially situated as New Jersey is in respect to New York and Pennsyl·· 
vania: 

" During the year, in addition to the three cases of B anower, Alexander 
and Robinson, above mentioned, 49 requests for waiver of jurisdiction have 
been granted by lodges in this state in favor of lodges located in other states, 
15 requests have been denied, and 9 are sti ll pending; and on appli cat ion of 
lodges in this state for waiver of jurisdiction, 16 requests have been granteLi . 
by lodges located in other states, 2 have been denied, and:~ are still pending." 

M. W. Bro. BELCHER conferred the degrees at sight upon one candidate; 
of th is he says: 

"In view of assurances made by my predecessor, M. "V. Bro. Durand, 
which, owi ng to physical cares and press of official duties, he was unable to 
fulfill, I was requested to perform a ceremony seldom witnessed in this juris
diction, but thoroughly within the p rovince of the Grand Master-that of 
conferring the degrees of Masonry at sight." 

IIe must have been a busy officer, for, with the aid of his Private Secre 

tary, as one item of his offic ial acts, he exam ined one hunill-e(1 anil.filty-eight 

codes of Hy-LawR, of which only twenty were in conformity to Grand Lodge 
law_ 

Without refl ecting upon the competency of our Masters in ~aine, we 
trust that they will read and appreciate what he says in relation to the duty 

of such officers: 
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" The lack of knowledge displayed by the officers of some of the lodges, 
a.~ regards the requirements of their position, shows a cond ition of affairs 
that, to say the least, is reprehensible, and should be a fruitful subject for 
thought on the part of those who now hold, as well as those who aspire to, 
official connection with their lodges. No Worshipful Master is competent 
to properly and faithfully discharge the duties incumbent upon him who is 
not possessed of an accurate knowledge of what those duties are. The rules, 
regulations and laws for the government of the craft have been placed in the 
possession of the lodges for their guidance and instruction, and there can be 
no excuse for disregarding t.hem, either through carelessness, thoughtless
ness or ignorance; neither should violations of these laws be passed by with
out due consideration. Respect for the law is the strength and support of 
civil society, and of equal, perhaps far greater importance to the craft." 

He gives several cases in which he severely punished the negligent, but 
not willful, violation of law by Masters. He followed the Pellnsylvania rule 
in declaring initiations void, in cases in whic.h we hold that he found no war
rant in masonic law for such action. 

He has imbibed another P ennsylvania notion: 

"A number of requests have been made by various lodges for dispensa
tions for the public installa tion of officers. Believing that the impress iv<'
ness of these beautiful and interesting ceremoni es is necessarily curta iled by 
the presence of outsiders, and that the ritual should be regarded as a portion 
of our lodge business, intended only fo r those upon whom masOl lic light has 
been shed, 1 have in variably refused to grall t such requests. These req uests 
are based upon a desire to entertaill the friends or families of the melll bel'S, 
but underlying such desire is the hope that what is seen will incite or creat,e 
a desire to see still more of our form s and ceremon ies, and thus, ill an inno
cent way, attract material to their lodges. I am aware that the custom has 
been handed down and in practice for so mallY years that it can almost be 
looked upon as a lannmark, but its antiquity does not, to my mind, offer 
any good reason for its continuance. I cannot believe that the ori&inal 
patrons of .Freemasonry countenanced any such practice. The progressive 
ideas of the present generation have a tendency towards the introduction of 
many things in connection wi th our forms and ceremonies that so closely 
approftch to innovations thftt it is wisdom on our part to call a halt. Our 
endeavor should be to maintain and retain the simplicity for which our rites 
have been notable, and to discla im and disregard any encroachments upon 
that simplicity. The opening wedge is where the danger lies and one false 
step is sure to be succeeded by another. TJet us avoid the danger and 
adhere to the same secrecy in our installation ceremonies, which is a dis
tinctive feature of our ritual, or, if there is no danger attached, let public 
installations take place without dispensations. E ither let them be witbin 
the discretion of the lodges or prohibi ted." 

Those best acquainted with them believe that the impressiveness is in
creased by the presence of the wives, sisters and daughters of the brethren; 
as the ritual is published and may be seen by anyone, we regard that objec
tion a very weak one. The object is not to attract new material; the de
livery of the charges in the presence of those, who have so great a stake in 
the performance of their masonic dilly by the brethren, renders those 
charges almost infinitely more impressive aud places the brethren under 

strong bonds to act in accordance wi th them. We agree, however, with 
the Grand Master tbat tile matter should be left to the discretion of the 
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lodge and its Master. The Grand Lodge did nothing, except to declare that 

'the action of the Grand Master was clearly within his official prerogative, 
and, therefore, called for no action on the part of the Grand Lodge. 

He announces the unveiling of the monument to Bro. VI<:IISr,AG~;: 

.. The monument is a credit to the donors and in accordance with that 
s implic ity which dominated the life of our brother, whose last resting-place 
it marks as a graceful tribute of the love, esteem and affection of those with 
whom he was for so many years and so in timately associated. The inscrip
tion is as follows: 

.. M. W. HENRY VEIISLAGE, D. D., 
GRAND lVIA S'I'ER 01" M ASONS lN NEW JERSE Y, 

1883-1884 . 
•. This monument has been erected by the Grand Lodge of .F. and A. M. 

of New J ersey as a testimon ial to a Good Man, an Honored Brother and a 
.Faithful Mason." 

It is refreshing to read his forcible statement of old-fashioned masonic 
doctrine: 

"We are living ill a progressive age; our associations with the outer world 
necessarily intluence, to a greater or less exten t, our surroundings in the 
lodge, and s ilence and secrecy should be deeply imbedded in the tyled re
cesses of our hearts, ever present to protect us from innovation of any chal'
acter. If you would stimulate Masonry, have in high regard the mental amI 
moml attribu tes with which those in official position should be ri chly en
dowed. Gnard carefu lly the outer door with an eye that never sleeps; live 
cred itably; act honorably; always preserve the dignity of manhood, and 
remember in whose image you are created." 

In some parts of the country, the motto seems to be, "throw open the 

outer door and admit all comers; and denounce any brother who obstructs 

the entrance of anyone, as a malicious enemy of the Institut ion and as 

• probably less fit to be a mason than the one to whom he objects.' " 

We find that t he Grand Lodge did take action in r elati on to public installa

tions, a lthough the committee did not report in favor of doing so. The fol
low ing resolution was presented and adopted, apparently without any discus

sion or consideration : 

"llesolved, That it is the sense of the Grand Lodge that the public in
stallations of of1:icers of lodges is contrary to the spirit a lld teachings of the 
frate1'l1ity and is hereby prohibited." 

Inasm uch as WEnll and all other authors of Monitors, Guides and T ext 

Books, from his day down, have taught that public installations are proper 
and in accord ,wce with the n.ncient usages of the craft, it wonld seem that 

the author of the r esolu tion had little knowledge of the "teachings of 

Masonry," and very little acquaintance with the generally approved Text 
Books. Of course we have no objection to any Grand Lodge's proh ibiting 

public installations; bnt when, by violating the truth of history, masonic 

law and usage, by asse rting such arrant nonsense as is contained in this res

olution, one Grand Lodge charges a ll the Grand Lodges in the United States, 

save two or three, with unmasonic practices, it should not pass unnoticed. 
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The Report on Correspondence (235 pp.) was presented by Bro. GEORGE 
B. EDWARDS. He touches upon the more important matters, and gives full 
extracts with comments. 

In his review of Maine, he says: 
" Brother Burbank's best effort was kept for the conclusion, in which the 

four cardinals of life and duty were made prominent points of considera
tion , and of urgent adoption. 'Temperance,' the excessive use of intoxi
cants by masons was deplored. and congratulations were offered to those 
lodges and communities where the excess was inapplicable. The tongue of 
slander, the' baneful words, they say,' to be checked by the duties of fellow
ship. Profanation,' The disgusting habit of seasoning the speech with pro
fanity,' deserving the contempt and condemnation of masons in all times 
and places. 'The mason's duty of citizenship,' that because of being a 
mason there is a special obligation to adhere to those fundan1ental principles 
of justice, eqnal rights and integrity, that are the glory and safety of society 
and the nation." 

He quotes without comment our remarks in relation to the practice in 

New Jersey to declare work null and void when some provision of law ill 
the method has been violated. Many hold that if any person is initiated. in 
a regular lod~:e, he is a mason, although he was absolutely ineligible, all 
questions of eligibility being foreclosed by his initiation; and every where, 
SlVe in Pennsylvania and recently in New J ersey, it is held that, though 
the proceedings are irregular and the lodge may be punished for violation 
of law, the initiate has passed the test which makes him a mason, and no 
power whatever can unmake him. 

NEW MEXICO, lSflii. 

'IVe have portraits of Past Grand Masters A. H. MOREHEAD and F. H. 
KENT, (the present Grand Master has a "front name") and a cut of the 
new Masonic Temple at East Las Vegas, which was ded icated by the Grand 
Lodge, with full ceremonies given in these Proceedings. 

The Grand Master (JOHN J. KELLY) delivered a brief business address: of 
the condition of the craft he says: 

"Notwithstanding the fact that our Territory has suffered from the great 
business depression of the past three years, I take pleasure in reporting to 
you that Masonry in this jurisdiction is in a flourishing condition, with every 
promise of a brighter future." 

He had had a pretty busy year, but all the business done was of routin e 
character. He had visited seven lodges, all of which he found in a prosper

ous financial condition and fairly well posted in the work. 

The Grand Lodge dedicated a new hall during the session, which was held 
'at Albuquerque. 

The Committee on Grand Master's address recommended the adoption of 
the Wisconsin proposition, but tbe Grand Lodge declined to do so. There-
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upon two members of the committee presented it in form of a resolution, 
but its consideration was pustpolled till next year. 

The Report on Correspondence (78 pp.) was presented by Bro. MAX FROST. 

As heretofore, he limits himself to a very concise analysis, brief extracts, and 
few comments. 

In his review of California he says: 
"I disagree with him. A ma~on becomes a non-affiliate either because he 

has a fancied grievance against the institution or some members thereof, or 
becausc he hilS lost genel'lll interest. fn either case, as far as I am con
cerned, I prefer hilll a non-affiliate, than, for instance, a member of the 
lodge I belong to. I-Ie cannot in the nature of things do any good. I think 
the question of non-affiliates is best settled by being left a lone." 

We are inclined to agree with him: as we come into the order without 
solicitation, we are much inclined to believe that non-affiliates, if left alone, 
would come back qu icker, than if we keep badgering them all the while. 
That was the treatment in former times, and the attempts to improve it 
have not been very successful. 

He sustains a decision that a Master has the right to call the lodge to 
order at au hour earlier LImn that prescribed in the by-laws, dissenting from 
the views of Bro. HOBBIN S: 

" I cannot agree with 131'0. Robbins. While in the one case, there is a 
good deal in his position, that the Master should be the first to scrupulously 
carry ont and obey the by-laws, still th ere are certain inherent powers vested 
in the Master, and among. t these is certainly the power to call communica
tions at such times as he deems right and proper." 

If the hour for the stated communication is fixed by the by-laws approved 
by th e Grand IJodge, the Master cannot lawfully open the lodge for such a 
communication previons to that hour. All other communicatiuns are 
special communications: the Master can call them at pleasure, but he must 
give" timely notice," and specify the business to be performed. If a Master 
goes into the lodge room and finds a few members there and he calls them 
to order, he can scarcely be said to give" timely notice." 'Ve, therefore, 
agree with Bro. ROBBINS. 

He believes in a ballot for each degree, saying: 
" The right of objection and black ball, if he applies for the second de

gree, exists absolutely and without qnestion, and in my own limited experi
ence, this right has been found of benefit and good to the craft. There is 
nothing in our obl igations demanding or prescribing that we are bound by 
any ties whatsoever to an Entered Apprentice, or he to us. He is a pro
bationer only, and the only obligation he assumes is the one of secrecy, and 
no :Fellow Craft or Master :\1ason assumes any obligation towards an En
tered A ppren tice. " 

That is not the kind of Masonry which was taught to us, wben we entered 
the fraternity. We were taught that we were a mason, and while we were 
taught later that as we advanced in Masonry our duties and obJigations 
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were more and more binding on us, we were then told that we were a 

mason and a brotlier , with all which those words imply. Bro. 'FROST'S po

sition logically requires him to hold that a Fellow Craft has no rights which 
a Master Mason is bound to respect: because he has to submi t to a ballot 

precisely as an E. A., and with the same liability to be rejected. II is method 

puts them and a profane upon precisely the same level. '1'0 nR this shows 
beyond question that his position is erroneous. 

NE W YOUR, 1805. 

We have splendid portra its of th e retiring Grand Master, J Oli N HonOEi 
and of J OliN HOO LE, Grand Tyler for twenty-five years, who had died dur
ing the year. As Bro. HODo~~ has di ed since, his portrait has unusual in,· 

terest. In bis death, the masons, not only of New York but" wheresoever 
dispersed," have met with an immense loss. His appreciation by the brethren 

of his jurisd iction is shown by thei r calling him to the unprecedenterl service 

of six years as .Junior Grand Warden, two years as Senior Grand Warden, 

one year as Deputy Grand Master , one year as Grand Maste l', and b,v his re

elec tion as Grand Mastel' by acclamation, an honor, however, which he felt 

compelled t.o decline. In his own words: 

"These years have all been filled with important events in the history of 
this Grand Body. 

" The great debt which rested like an incubus upon the craft, para lyz inp; 
its effor ts and crippling its usefulness. has been paid. 

"The Asylum, which for near half a century was only a hope, has been 
built, and to-day its sheltering roof is the realization of the labors of other 
days. 

"I have, in all this work of the past decade, the greatest and grandest in 
all our past glorious history, tried to perfo rm my hUlll ble part. 

"But this was a labor of love. The most ambitious Illan cou ld not des ire 
greater distinction t han to thus enj oy throup;h a sllccession of so lll any y€'ars, 
in a time of such stupendous labors, t he confidence ami p;ood-will of so noble 
a body of men as compose this Grand Lodge. 

"I feel it, and I hope properly apprec iate it. 
" AR long as life sha ll last, I shall recall with pride and satisfaction the 

years of official service I have enjoyed among you. 
"But, my brethren, my engagem€'n ts in other avenues of life, the demands 

of business, and the requirements of other duties forb id my fmtll er service 
as your Grand Mast.er, no matter how pleasant the duties may be, 'lightened 
by your unanimous snpport. 

"I must, therefore, decline tbe high hOllor conferred by this re ,e lection." 

Two months ano two days after he uttered these words, he .lied " while 

s itting at his dinillg table." 

In his annual address, he says: 

"The fa ithful and in telligent efforts of our brethren in their lodge work 
have resulted in abundant prosperi ty, and throughout this great jurisdiction 
harmony has been the universal sentiment of the craft. 
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"While in some localities the increase in membership has not met the 
sanguine expectations and clesires of many brethren, the aggregate result 
has been satisfactory, and nearly as many new names have been added to 
our rolls as in any preced ing year." 

Among the deaths noticed by him and the Committee on Obituaries is 

that of Bro. FREDERIC Fox. 

During the year, he had performed public mason ic ceremonies in several 

instances, and had delivered adllresses on those occasions: these are pub
lished in the Proceedings, and a re well worthy of preservation. 

In relatio;; to the system of Grand Representatives, he well says: 

" Controversies have arisen between Grand Masters as to the method of 
the appointment of Grand Representatives, bnt these controversies were the 
outcome of a difference of opinion and in no way affected the ha rmony of 
the general craft. Because a Grand Master expresses his' contempt' for 
the whole system, it does not follow that it should be at once abolished by 
all "Grand Lodges, as it is just possible that some personal reason or con tro
versy may have gt'ven birth to that contempt. Measured by the standard 
of authority it can be cla imed that the system is of doubtful utility, because 
the representati ve is simply t he guaran tor of friendsh ip of the Grand Lodge 
appointing him. Without power, ·without authority, he nevertheless is the 
visible evidence of the frienrlship entertained by the Grand Lodge he repre
sents for the Grand Lodge by which he is acc red ited. I am in full accord 
with the sentiment that underlips the system. 

"The fact that at this moment I am in the presence of brethren who, 
with a very few exceptions, represent the Grand Lodges of the world, brings 
me in touch at once with all Free and Accepted Masons on the face of the 
·earth. " 

His experience confirms our frequently expressed views as to the best pre
ventative of non-affiliation: 

"In all fraternal organ izations, unless peclln iary benefits depend upon 
good standing, it is natural that many will, through carelessness or lack of 
interest, permit their memberRbip to lapse. Experience has taught me that 
this condition can, to a very large extent, be remedied if the Secretary of 
the lodge is faithful in the performance of his duty. It is reasonable to sup
pose that the great number annually unaffilated would be materially reduced, 
if the Secretary of the lodge is not himself careless in the discharge of the 
duties incumbent upon him. An effort on his part to collect the dues of 
members would greatly reduce the number of unaffiliates. 

"An example in the recent past, where a Secretary for two consecutive 
years succeeded in obtaining from all the members of his lodge the amount 
of their dues, is tho best evidence of what can be accomplished by a wide
awake, active officer. If an effort were made in the same direction by all 
the Secretaries of lodges ill which there are delinquent members the number 
of unaffiliations for non-payment of dues would be exceedingly small." 

~Will our Main e Secretaries please note? 

"'the Home" takes up a large portion of the Proceedings, and the de
tails are exceed ingly interesting, but are two voluminous to be copied. In 

addition to ~30,OOO given by the cit izens of Utica, the cost now stands at 

$260,869.9i. The average number of inmates was 102. To accommodate 

more an extension of the building is required, the estimated cost of which 
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will be $57,500. To meet this the Trustees have on hand $68,000, besides 
the Reserve invested fund of '131,000. The" Maintenance " account, out
side of " Additions and Betterments," "Repairs" and" Farm and Barn," 
is $25,220.30, and, including those accounts, ,"35,4]5.30. Th e Superintend
ent gives the p el' capita expense pel' annum as $276.32, and adds: 

"While the expenditures appear to be large, yet, when gauged by the 
capacity of the Horne, we are prepared to say that due economy has been 
exercised in a ll uepartments, and, carried out on the same generous plan , 
cannot be milch less. In sOllle lines it is inevitable that the expenuitures 
will grow with I,he years." 

If we add fonr per cent. interest on "the plant," the annual per capita 

expense closely approximates $400.00. 
A revised Constitution was subm itted by the Com mittee on Revision and 

the following action taken thereon: 

" The commission recommends that in a ll matters affecting the present 
Constitution, wherein changes are made by the Constitution now subm itted, 
the same be adopted so far as it is possible at one session of the Grand 
Lodge; that all matters of the proposed Constitution relating to changes in 
the Statutes be regarded as notice of proposed amendments to the same; 
that the proposed Constitution be printed in the Proceeuings; and that a 
copy of same be mailed to each lodge." 

We quote a few of its provisions: 

"SEC. 3. This Grand Lodge shall be composed of all its Grand Officel's, 
the Pa~t Grand Masters, Past Deputy Grand Masters , Past Grand Wardens, 
Past Grand Treasurers, Past Grand Secretaries, and one representati ve 
from each lodge, who shall be the Master, one of the Wardens in the order 
of seniority, or a proxy duly elep,ted by the lodge, the members of the Com
mission of Appeals, the Trustees of the Hall and Asylum FUllfl, and all Past 
Masters of lodges under this jurisdiction who were elected anel installed anel 
served one year in the chair of Master prior to the 31st day of Decembel', 
1849; but no one can be a member of this Granel Lodge unless he be a 
member of some lodge within its jurisdiction." 

The clanse in relation to Past Masters grew out of the sch ism in 1840, 

which arose from an attempt to disfranchise all Past Masters; the compro

mise was that the provision should be. prospecti ve and not retroacti ve. 

"SEC. 10. When the Grand Master shall be chosen from the City of 
New York or the City of Brooklyn, the Deputy Grand Maste r shall be chosen 
from some other portion of the state; and when the Grand Master shall be 
chosen from any portion of the state other than the City of New York or 
the City of Brooklyn, the Deputy Grand Master must be chosen from the 
said cities. The Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary shall be chosell from 
said cities. The Senior Grand Warden and Junior Grand Warden shall be 
chosen from some part of the state other than t he said cities. A residence 
of four months immediately previous to snch electioll shall be required to 
comply with this section." 

This is the compromise which brought about a union of the" City Grand 
Lodge," and the "Country Grand Lodge," into which the Grand Lodge 
divided some seventy years ago. Since that no resident of the cities of New 
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York or Brooklyn hai> ever been elected Grand Warden of tbis Grand 

Lodge. 
The old rule in relation to the number necessary to open the Grand Lodge 

is thus modified: 

"SEV. 12. The rcp resen tat iv e~ of ten loclges, cOllve!led on clue notice to 
all the lodges, shall be inclispellsably necessary to open the Grand Lodge .Jr . 
trans:wt bus iness thereill, except on occasiolls of ceremony, when the Grand 
Mastel' 01' his representative, with a sufficient number of brethren, may open 
the Grand Lodge and transact the business for which it is called." 

The following conta ius a very serious and, in our view, unmasonic, de

pa.rture from the old law and ancient usage of the craft: 

., SEC. 13. Each duly accredited representative of a lodge shall be en
tiLled to three votes, a lld one vote additional for each fifty members over 
the first fifty; and each of the other members of the Grand Lodge, except 
the !Jrand Tyler , shall be entitled to one vote." 

The Grand Lodge retains its sovereignty by retaining the power to amend 

its constitution (save in one particular) by the adoption of any amendmen t 
at two consecutive annual communications of the Grand Lodge. 

Its prov is ion for the restoration of expelled and suspended masons is re·· 

markably liberal. A suspended member (and indefinite snspension is not 

allowed) may be restored at any meeting of the lodge by a majority vote, 

and, by the same vote, an expelled member may be restored at a stated meet

ing upon a proposition presented at a previous stated meeting, unless the 

Grand Lodge has affirm ed the decision on appeal. The Grand Lodge JUay 

restore an expelled mason to the rights of Masonry at the expiration of olle 

year after the date of sentence. However, in either case, an expelled mason 

does not become a member of the lodge by restoration, and can become a 
member only by petition and procee(lings thereon in the usual manner. 

The practice of nominating Grand Officers prevails in this Grand Lodge, 

but by an amendlllent adoptEd at this communication, nominating and 
seconding speeches are limited to three minutes. 

The Grand Lodge of Norway was recognized, upon the report of the Com

mittee on Jurisprudence, fr01l1 whosQ report we also take the following : 

" Your cOlllmittee report that during the past year they a re advised that 
steps lmve beeH takeH by the lodges of Mastel' Masons under the obedience 
of the Supreme Council of :France, with the concurrence of said Supreme 
Counci l, for the formation of an Independent Symbolic Grand Ijodge, to 
have entire control of the first three Symbolic degrees, and a convention of 
the lodges uncleI' the jurisdiction of the Supreme Council of France called 
for the consideration of the subject ; but as we are without information of 
the resul ts a tta ined , we ask a further continuance of the matter in the hands 
of this committee, in the hope and expectfttion that we may be able to re
port the formation of an independent Grand L odge of Symbolic Masonry in 
France, and then recommend recogn ition by the Grand Lodge of New York, 
wi th an exchange of represen tati yes. " 
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The same committee reported the following, which was adopted, and we 
hope that such a law will become universal: 

"The committee furth er report on the resolution offered by Bro. Prime, 
as to the publication of the proceedings of lodges of F. anrl A . M. by the 
public newspapers, and notices of action had by the lodges in their work, 
especially in the puulication of the names of brethren on whom or on whose 
application work was to be done. 

"That your committee has considered the various matters specified in the 
resolution, and report to this body recommending that the disapproval of 
the Grand Lodge be and is hereby expressed at the publication in the news
papers of the proceedings of lodges, and that hereafter all such publications 
be refrained from and forbidden. 

"We also recommend that all written or printed notices or communica
tions from the Master or Secretary to the members of a lodge, or any mem
bers of the fraternity, giving names of candidates for degrees, or names of 
those on whom masonic degrees have been or will be worked, be forbidden, 
unless such notices are sent in sealed. envelopes, properly addressed, and 
marked 'Strictly Personal.' And that th e use of unsealed envelopes or 
postal carris in ~ransmitting such communications or summons be positively 
forbidden. " 

The unwisdom of departing from ancient law and usage and the adoptiou 
of procedure suggested by methods in civil affairs or founded upon ideas of 
civil government, was forcibly illustr<tted by ~t case whieh was considered 
by the Committee on Jurisprudence. The M<tste r and Wardens of a lodge 
all moved away and could not attend its communications: they cannot re
sign under the Constitution and their removal llid not create a vacancy. 
"Vhat could be done to continne the meetings a nd work of the lodge! By 
the Constitution of the Grand Lodge of New York, adopted in 1i8!); by that 

printed. iu 1801; and by those pltblis/t ecl in 1815 and 18:.!0, in conformity to 
the old law, provided for such an emergency by recognizing the power of a 
Past Master, in the absence of the Master and Wardens, to open the lodge· 
and preside: but modern usages have succeeded in ge tting into the Constitu
tion the provision that, "In the absence of the Master and Wardens a lodge 
cannot be opened." Under such a provision, an anti-prerogative, strict-con

structionist brother gravely argued that the lodge coultl not be opened at 
all! The New York COlllmittee, however, unanimously held t1mt, apart from 
the inherent power of the Grand Master, the Constitution provides that he 
has power to convene any lodge and preside therein; and the committee held 
th<tt he may delegate that power, by dispensation, to allY Past Master, and 
advised that that course be taken to continue the meetings and work of the 
lodge, and the Grand Lodge so ordered. That the Grand Master has the 
power inherent in his office to convene, open and preside ill any lodgp" in 
person or by deputy, we most fully admit; but we hold tbat if the power 
rests upon the provision of the New York Constitution quoted by the COlll
mittee, the power c<tnnot be delegated. 

The following from the remarks of the new Grand Master, JOHN STBWART, 
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are of special importance in these days, as shown by the d iscussions of the 

question of jurisdiction over rejected candidates. 

"Our present IJosition is indeed without parallel in our history. Pros
perity such as ou rs has never before been vouchsafed to any people. Hence, 
my brethren. the importance of sleepless vig ilance, lest our prosperity prove 
a source of danger. There mllst be no undue i:aste ill the admission of new 
members. Better, infinitely bett,er, to fldvflnce with steady step and slow, 
thfln build with improper ll1flterial. 'Yith close inspection SCfln every can
didate for masonic light, and see to it tlmt each aIJp licant is of the measure 
and station of the perfect man." 

The Report 0 11 Correspondence (157 pp.) was prepared by Bro .. JESSE B . 
ANTHONY , assisted by Bro. CnAltLI<:S SAC KIWUTEIl, so far as other than 

English speaking Grand Lodges are concerned . 

Of the" Home," he says (aud as he is its ~uperinte ll clent, he speaks as 

one having knowledge) : 

"There are, it is true, many things to be considered before any jurisdic
tion takes up tha t method of doing good, and while we have a very decided 
opinion thereon, gained by experience, we are willing each Grand Jurisdic
tion should weigh the matter thoroughly, consider all its financial responsi
bilities, and decide accord ingly. The best method of helping those who are 
needy is a problem not to be solved by the efforts of anyone jurisdiction. 
Nor is the plan of any jurisdiction, however meritorious it may appear, to 
be accepted as a model for others. " 

And in his review of Kansas, he adds: 

"Not much progress had been made in the Masonic Home project, and 
while we have faith that the desire of our brethren will yet be realized, we 
trust they will utrefully consider the magnitude of the proposed work." 

As in other pflr ts of his reports, he rather tflkes issue with those who give 

the cost of maintenance, we desire to say that we have given figures ill no 
spirit of adverse criticism, but with a view of giving such information as 

will lead brethren to "carefully consider the magnitude of the under

taking. " 
'Ve surrender most of our space to his statement of his views upon the 

Wisconsin proposition: 

" We believe it to be a duty resting upon a lodge to care for its own mem
bers, their widows and orphans. It may also, with equal force, be said that 
the lodge is the party to decide to what extent relief shall be granted. 
There are no fixed benefits in Masonry, and hence no claim for a specific 
snm can be made. The appropriation is wholly discretionary with the 
lodge, controlled by its financial ability and the natnre of other claims of a 
similar character bearing upon them. They canIlot be compelled to go 
beyond their ability. 

" We have ever regarded the disbursements for charity and the response 
to cal ls of that nature as a subject belonging directly to the lodge, and IlOt 
to be controlled by the Grand Lodge, except to the extent of regulating any 
injustice or a willful disregard of legitimate calls, where there is an ability 
to respond. While a lodge should be allowed to manage its own internal 
affairs, they certainly must do so agreeably to the spirit of our Institution 
and the laws of the Grand Lodge. Certainly when a lodge neglects or re-



144 Correspondence-New York. 

fuses to relieve the necessities of those having cla ims upon them, when 
absolutely able to do so, it has outlived its usefulness, and its charter should 
be called in. 

" When a member of a lodge is without the jurisdiction of his own lodge, 
and in necessitous circumstances, temporary relief is extended by another 
lodge upon due application ; it does not appear to us as assuming a character 
warranting a call for re·imbursement. It is but the fulfillment of an obliga
tion resting upon the entire Craft. 

" When, however, the necessities of the case demand more than what 
might be termed temporary relief, and a lodge in another Grand Jurisdic· 
tion is called upon to relieve the necessities of the case, then it would seem 
reasonable to us that, before any considerable expen,li ture is incurred, the 
lodge in which the membership is held should be notified by letter or wire. 
and their authority obtained. The lodge is certainly entitled to the same 
privilege which woulrl obtain were the member within the limits of the 
Home Jurisdiction, and the application tak ing the ordinary cou rse. We 
hardly think there are many instances (and there should be none) in which 
a lodge will refuse to accede to all proper calls of th is nature. 

"The authority being obtained, and the relieving lodge carrying ont the 
same in the line of the authority, and governed by its spirit, th en, in the 
event of the failure of the lodge to fulfill its pledge, it should be compelled 
to discharge its obligation. It is at this point that the authority of the 
Grand Lodge should be exercised. The rl elin!}llent lodge should be com· 
pelled tb refund the authorized expenditure, or be subject to whatever pen
alty might be inflicted by the Snpreme Body. 

" It does not appear to us that it would be wise to make the Grand Lodge, 
as a body, responsible financially for the neglect of any of its subordinates 
to discharge a financial obligation. To our mind, a Grand Lodge cannot 
justly place itself in that position, thereby subject ing itself to an uncertain 
and unlimited liability. A Grand Lodge might assist a lodge in its inalJility, 
or for the good name of the craft of the state, but such would be a voluntary 
act, and of a specified amonnt. 

"In many of the complain ts for failure to obtain re·imbnrsement there 
has apparently been some misconception between the parties in regard to 
the scope of the authority. If a lodge, however, g ives unlimited authority, 
even though the expenditure may have exceeded the antic ipation, the fault is 
its own, and it cannot take exception to the acts of the lodge acting as its agent. 
That which lIlay be regarded as ,t reasonable expenditure in one locality might 
be cons~dered excess ive in another, and still be in a ll things reasonable 
when gauged at the point of the expenditure. This is noticeable in funeral 
expenses. In all cases of unlimited authority there is ever the difficulty of 
a true conception on each s irle of what may bp. regarded as ' necessary ex
pensl's.' In this, possibly the lodge act.ing fur another lodge, and hav ing 
the circumstances directly before it, should be the best jud!;e. On the other 
hand, it is equally true that the lodge wherein the membership lies is entitled 
to the consideration that it is not required to grant relief beyond its ability; 
and while the obligation is recognized, neverthel ess th e response is of a 
voluntary cha racter, a nd not the assent to a demanrl. 

" We do not favorably regard the generafpl'inciple of re-imburse lIlen t as a 
part of Masonry. 'We believe in the fulfillment of all bounden obligations, 
whether as an indi vidual mason 01' as a lodge-the complete discharge of a 
known and assllmed liabilitv-and we have confidence to believe that there 
are very few except ions to the full exercise of the duty of a lodge towards 
its own members or to a lodge which fraternally acts for th em. 

" We fail to apprehend the necessity of the enactment of any general reg
ulation of this nature between the several Grand Bodies. All claims of this 
character-especially of a subject of .difference-should be susceptible of 
amicable adjustment. 
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"We should be decidedly opposed to any Grand Lodge assuming the posi
tion of a Guarantee Company." 

Bro. ROBIlINS having criticised the action of the Grand Lodge of New 
York in recognizing the Gran Dieta, and having said: 

" , It is inevitable that the composition of the committee should attract 
attention, and in view of the widespread feeling that an active propaganda 
exist.~ which loses no opportunity to further the pretensious of some of the 
imperialists that Scottish Rite Masonry has, under certain conditions, the 
same right to establi~h symbolic lodges as the Masonry from whose original 
plan it is a dissenter, and that the lodges so established can form Grand 
Lodges recognizable as Governing Bodies of Free and Accepted Masonry.' " 

Bro. ANTHONY thus replies: 

.. While not a material point, let us see about the composition of the Com
mittee on Jurisprudence. Of the seven members, but two (we think) are 
members of the Scottish Rite, and hence the charge of bias in that direction 
falls to the ground. We ask pardon for even using the word bias in con
nection with the committee. We have too much respect for their ability, 
standing, and repntation, to intimate such a thing. We do not believe for 
a moment they would recommend any action which did not express their 
honest convictions of what is in harmony with the honor of the Grand Lodge 
of New York, in accordance with the fundamental principles of Ancient 
Craft Masonry, and conformable to the rights and dignity of any Grand 
Lodge. The stricture of our brothel' with reference to the chairman and 
his associates is an nnwarranted statement, unworthy of his character, and 
out of place in a report on Correspondence." 

We fully agree in relation to the inspection of the charter by a visitor: 

" When we said that we considered a mason had no dght to demand to 
see the charter, we used the word l in its strict definition. We object to the 
forll of the proposition. We are perfectly willing that a visiting brothel' 
should request to see the charter, if, in his judgment, a necessity, thereby 
satisfying himself that he is about to visit a regular lodge. We think on 
this point he should have satisfied himself before attempting to visit, but as 
he has to furnish evirlence by due examination of his reguhirity, it is not 
unreasonable that the privilege be granted if desired, of an examination of 
the lodge charter. The pleasure of visiting and receiving a visitor is recip
rocal, and masonic courtesy will permit alllandable and reasonable efforts 
for the establishment of full confidence on both sides. While we object to 
the right to demancZ, we do not to a proper request for such an examination. 
(Jontinuing our read ing of the report before ns, we note our brother's com
ment upon the tenth declaration of the Masonic Congress, and it appears to 
us we are not very far apart. ' If the tenth means that it is wrong for a 
visitor to ask, under any circumstances, to see the charter, we utterly dissent, 
while conceding that he has no r ight to "demand" an inspection of it.' " 

We do not agree upon one matter : we hold that if a candidatll is rejected 
by a lodge not having jurisdiction, he ought to be deemed a rejected candidate, 
liecause, if he is accepted and receives the negrees, he is a mason: and we hold 
that. if he illegitimately takes the chance of success he shall also take the con
sequence of failure: the lodge itself has no masonic interest in the matter; it is 
the mere agent of thejraternity, and if the authority is good for acceptance it 
ought to be good for rejection. Bro. ANTHONY'S argument proves that an 

App. 10 G. L. 
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acceptance and the conferring of the degrees are void , as much as it proves 
that a rejection is void: but we do not think that he means that. 

We find that his views in relation to a common doctrine concerning re
jected candidates, is in substantial accord with the report of our Commi~· 
tee on Jurisprudence. 

NORTH CAROUNA, lS96. 

This pamphlet contains portraits of Past Grand Masters J OliN W. COTTEN, 
GEORGE W. BLOUNT and ALONZO '1'. JERKINS, the two latter of wholl1 had 
died during the year. 

The Grand Master (FRANCIS M. Mon;) says: 

"After a careful survey and study of the masouic field, which I have 
been able to make from extensive correspondence with the lodges, and in·· 
formation received from intelligent masons in different sections of the state, 
who have had excellent opportunities to judge correctly of tbe situation, it 
affords me much pleasure to say that the Order has en joyed a reasollable 
degree of prosperity, and made substantial progress the past year." 

* * * * * * * * 
"In a few 10calitiP.s the work of Masonry has been retarded for the want 

of a proper knowledge of our beautiful and sublime ceremonies, yet as a 
whole, our labors have been rewarded, and we have good cause to feel en
cOUl·aged. 

" Six new lodges have been established, and seven of the old ones, which 
by a provision of law had forfeited' all right to bold meetings or do any 
masonic work, have had their charters ~stored and again enlisted under 
our banner. 

" I have felt compelled in my opinion, for the good of ~1asonry, to dis
courage the organ ization of certain new lodges. My strongest efforts have 
been in the direction of the revival of such of tbe old lodges as give promise 
of satisfactory work, believing that from th is course, rather than the other, 
would accrue the best results to the Order." 

He granted a dispensation to bury an unaffiliated mason who had taken 
his dimit from one lodge and immediately petitioned another lodge for mem
bership, but before it could be acted npon, he was taken sick and died. 
The Grand Master rather apologizes for his action, but we think he shoultJ. 
have apologized for the existence of a law requiring a dispensation in sllch 

a case. 
He congratulates the Grand Lodge upon the prosperous condition of the 

affairs at the Asylum. A special meeting of the Grand Lodge had been 
held and the Asylum incorporated, the Grand Lodge, however, retainillg 
control of it to the fullest extent. 

The Grand Secretary reports the appointments of Bros. WILLIAM. R. G. 
ESTES and DAVID BEI~L, respectively, as Grand Representatives to and frum 
Ollr Grand Lodge. 

He also gives some very interesting correspondence with Bro. NICKERSON, 



Correspondence-North Dakota. 

Grand Secretary of Massachusetts, ill relation to the establishment of one of 
the earliest lodges in North Carolina. The Grand Master having said: 

"It is believed by some in telligent members of the Order that it would 
be wise to encollmge and aid the ladies of our masonic families in organi!:
ing Eastern Star Chapters, not only for the pleasure and protection it would 
afford them, bllt because of the valuable assistance they could render us, 
from the increased interest they would naturally feel in our orphan work." 

The committee report: 

" While we are not inimical to Eastern Star degrees, as such, we do not 
think it wise for the Grand Lodge to advpt this as a side issue of Masonry, 
but believe that each should work out its own destiny in its own way, un
trammelled by the other." 

An effolt was made to limit the eligibility of officers of a lodge (except 
Treasurer and Secretary) to two years, and of the first four Grand Officers 
t.o a single term, but it failed in both cases, except that the same rule as to 
Grand Wardens, as prevails in Maine, was adopted. 

The By-Laws were amended by providing that in the absence of the' 

Master and Wardens, the lodge may be opened by "a Past Master who .is 
then a member of the lodge." The year before Mr. B . N. DUKE offered to 
give '5,000 to the Orphan Asylum if the masons would raise an equal 
amount during the year: they had not been able to raise the whole amount, 

and he extended the time another year, and offered another $5,000 in addi
tion if the masons would raise an equal amount. Measures were taken to 
secure the acceptance of this munificent offer. 

Bro. W. H. SUAUIERBELL delivered a fine address in the hall of the House 
of Representatives, which the Governor of the state allowed the Grand Lodge 
to use. 

The committee on the reprint of the early Proceedings reported progress, 
and the IlIatter was continued for further report. 

]n consequence of the death of the Chairman of the Committee on Corre
spondence, Past Grand Master GEOHGE W. BLOUNT, there was no report. 

NORTH DAKOTA, 1895. 

The frontispif)ce is a portrait of the retiring Grand Master, GEOltGE J,. 

McGItEGolt. Wc have also a profile portrait of Bro. FltANK J. TUOMPSON, 
Past Grand Master, and the exceedingly efficient Grand Se(Jretary and Com
l1littee on Correspondence. Of him the Grand Master well says: 

" If the office of Grand Master is charged with great responsibilities, how 
much more so is that of the Gmnd Secretary! It is a regular fountain over
flowing with information. It has been, during my term of office, my 
strongest staff, and I des ire, at this time, to say that I shall ever be under 
obligations for the many little helps received from Bro. Thompson, Grand 
Secretary, and I must add, that the brethren of this Grand Jurisdiction and 
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the members of the Grand Lodge are under deep and htsting obligations to 
him, who, after the fire and from year to year, has brought system and 
order out of the mass of chaotic material that must nccessarily pass through 
his hands during the year." 

• And of the condition of the craft: 

"The condition of the craft throughout this Grand Jurisdict ion is good. 
The growth during the past year, while small, has been taken from among 
the best specimens of material to be found in the quarries, such as in time 
will materially help to beantify and adorn our vast fabric. The brethren 
generally are zealous in the work. and when I consider the times, as they 
have been, not only throughout the length and breadth of our own, but of 
foreign lands, I cannot refrain from again congratulating you on your present 
condition. " 

The Grand Master also raises his voice against the use of ciphers, but the 
sentiment of the craft has been so assiduously cultivated in favor of literally 
correct work, that his objections will not avail much. 

The Grand Secretary had prepared a new style of blanks for rcturns, 
which should contain only the changes during the year. He had in view a 
Grand Lodge Registry, and after extensive correspondence and examination, 
he had come to the conclusion that the card system is the best. 

He had adopted the electrotyping system for the Grand Lodge Proceed
ings, and in that manner reduces the edition from twelve hundred to eight 
hundred. 

He had catalogued the library, completed sets, and had one hunch'ed and 
ninety volnmes bound. He says: 

"Every proceedings, pamphlet and magazine owned by this Grand Lodge, 
amounting to many thousands, are catalogued in books which I obtained 
for that purpose, and so arranged that I can tell in a mOlllent whether we 
have the proceedings of any year of any Grand Body in the United States 
and Canada." 

The library is insured for $3,000 and the committee recommend that the 
amount be increased. 

He makes a special report upon Masonic Homes, givlllg a cut of tbe 
Masonic Homes of Michigan, Missouri, Virginia an(l New York, as well as 
of the Masonic Grand Lodge Library of Iowa. He also gives interesting 
particulars concerning the cost of these Homes and the expense of their 
maintenance. 

In a special Report on Correspondence, he gives these views in relation 
to the Grand Representative system: 

" We believe that the system to-day has a stronger hold upon the mason ic 
fraternity than it had prior to the action of tbe Grand Lodge of Iowa; for 
the reason that the matter had never been discussed before to any extent, and 
the discussions or arguments in favor of the Grand Representative system 
have brought out so many strong points that the craft better understand the 
merits of the system than ever before. " 
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The Grand Master had expressed similar views, and the committee recom
mend that the system be continued and the recommendation was adopted . 

We noticed last year the report of a committee upon the status of a person 
made a mason under the authority of the spurious Grand Lodge of Ontario. 
The Grand Master gives the sequel: 

"Ill accordance with the adopted report of the Comm ittee on Jurispru
dence at our last annual communication, I performed, on the 4th day of 
October, 1894, in Tuscan Lodge, No. 44, the ceremony of healing Bro. 
Joseph H. Pinkerton, an il'l'egnhtrly made mason (having been made under 
the authority of the Grand Lodge of Ontario), and in conformity to the cus
tom adopted by the Grand Lodge of Canada, and I do recommend the said 
Bro. Joseph H. Pinkerton to the craft as a just and upright mason." 

The mistake of allowing business associations to call themselves masonic 
was strongly illustrated by a case before the Grand Lodge. A mason was 
insured iu a "Masons' Fratel'llal Accident Association" : he received an 
injury for which he claimed indemnity: the company refused to pay it: he 
commenced a suit, which was defended by the company, but the claimant 
recovered final judgment, which the Association, the petitioner a lleged, re
fused to pay and took no notice of letters in relation thereto. Thereupon the 
petitioner presented the matter to the Grand Lodge: it was referred to a 
speeial committee, which made the following report: 

"That while we do not approvtl of this Grand Lodge becoming a collect
ing agency for its members, still we believe there are times when it should 
look into matters pertaining to its welfare. In this case we are sat isfied 
from the evidence presented that Bro. H. A. Bill is entit led to the benefits 
as claimed by him. That the finding of the district court of Stutsman county 
so determined on February 10, 18!)5; by entering a judgment therefor, s ince 
which time the association has not made an appeal in the case nor made allY 
effort to pay the same, but absolutely refuses to do so. We disapprove of 
said association's method of settling this claim. We believe that all insti
.tutions doing business under the name of Masonry should be above suspic
ion and pay their just debts, so that the dignity anll reputation of our Ortler 
may be upheld." 

Of course, this gives the brother no particular relief; we presume that the 
mischief has been done, but we would have been glad to have had the Grand 
Lodge do now what experience shows should have been done originally
prohibit the use of the name by masons in any business matters, though 
claimed to be charitable. As long as relief associations were trul.v such they 
served a good purpose, but when business methods, with forfeitures and 
technical defences, were adopted, they became failures, and in many in
stances failurcs which disgraced Masonry. 

The Report on Correspondence (170 pp.) was presented by Bro. FRANK J. 
TUOMPSON. 

He gives a very full abstract of the sayings and doings of importance, 
with well considered comments. 

He concludes that affiliation should be allowed by a two thirds' vote, 
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believing that one great cause of non-affiliation is the use of the black ball. 

~ut if a mason is 1'<0 objectionable to a member of a lodge as to cause a re
jection, isn't it better to have the petitioner stay out ra ther than rnn tbe risk 
of destroying the harmony of the lodge? 

According to our observation, however, the number of rejec tions for affil
iation, compared with the number of affiliates, is so small as to be almost 
unappreciable; it may be different, however, in the West. 

We are beginning to be obliged to sympathize with him in his criticism of 
the California Proceed ings ; we are obliged to make day work with some 
Proceedings when it would be very convenient to examine tbem in t he even
ing: 

" The type used in the composit ion of the report is too small, and, while 
one with young and vigorous eyes can read it without inconvenience, yet 
the majority of reading masons have arri ved at the age where spectacles are 
~ necessity . Larger type wouln, of course, necessitate a larger volume and 
greater expense. To obviate expense : We think the pr inting of the names 
of all the masons in the sta te annually is of no particular benefit, at least 
not a benefit commensurate with the expense thereof and the inconvenience 
resulting from the necessity of printing the report ill small type in order to 
get i"t within a reasonable s ized book . The proceedings are printed for the 
purpose of diffusing knowledge to the craft, and it seems to us inconsistent 
to make it practically a sealed book for the purpose of gratifying, perhaps, 
a dozen fellows, one half of whom are insnrance agents, to ascertain who 
are members of some particular lodge. " 

Of the use of ciphers he says: 

" Our law is silent upon this matter , and ciphers are nsed. The whole 
matter was a tempest in a tea pot , and undoubtedly, there was so many guilty 
of the offence that they voted to exonerate themselves. Our opinion is that 
the day has gOlle by when good work will be done without the use of Ciphers, 
keys, etc. We are living in too busy a t ime to try to carry the ritualistic 
ceremonies in our heads. Tbat was feasible in days of stage coaches and 
canal boats, but is not now. Wh ether the priJ)ciple be right or wrong. it is 
not the question. It is a fact which confronts us, a condition which exists; 
and facts and conditions cannot be ignored, nor can we restore or create 
them to suit idealic Ilotions. I presume to say there is not a Grand Juris
diction in the United States but hundreds and thousands of these ciphers 
and keys are among the brethren, and, were the offence to be punish ed with 
death, they would still exist and be used, so we believe that the most proper 
way to do is for the Grand Lodge to issue the cipher or key, at least one to 
each particular lodge, and make the recipient of the same responsible for its 
proper transmission. In this way the promiscnous use of the same could 
be largely curtailed, anrl whatever danger there might arise, from exposure 
by means of these keys, would be minimized. " 

W e are beginning to come to the conclusion that he is correct as to the 
impossibility of preventing their use: but experience shows that his sugges
tion that their use call be curta iled by their issue by the Grand Lodge is not 
well founded. The learners and workers will have them if thcy can get 
them; the demand for them creates a supply; every brother has as much 

right to use them as any other brother: if it is lawful for the Grand Lecturer 
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to use one, it is lawful for every other brother to use one; so it is either free 

use or none a t all. The experience of our Grand Lodge has been such, that 

we a re satisfied that Grand Lodge legislation is of no avail, and that. the 

whole matter must be left to each individual maSon, under tlie general law 

of MasoJll'y. By no means should the Grand Lodge sanction their use by 

issuing them. If t hey must be used, let individual masons take the respon

sibility , a t t heir peril, of disclosing to the profane the secrets of Masonry ; 

if they pass that line they are amenable to discipline without any special 
Gra!ld r.odge legislation. 

While the following will not meet with general approval, we hold it to be 

correct: 

" \Ve believe in the theory that a cand idate, as soon as he has become 
profic ient in the degrees, should be advanced. There would be no more 
danger of a can(lida te not becoming profi cient, if that were the only pre· 
requis ite for advancement , than to require a fixed time before the advance
ment can be made. If careless Masters exist, the proficiellcy a t the expira
tion of the fixed t ime would be no greater than at a less time. The hue and 
cry against Gra nd Masters for issuing d ispensations to confer degrees in less 
than the regula r time, to us, is a bsolute nonsense. In our opinion, timA 
should have nothing to do with it. l'roficiency alone should merit ad vance
ment. " 

He d iscusses briefly the question of perpetual jurisdiction , to which he is 
opposed, although his Grand L odge mainta ins it as between her own lodges. 

We refer him to the report upon that question presented to our Grand 

Lodge, and we bespeak for it a careful study and consideration by him, ill 

spi te of the pronounced vicws which he holds. We have a good deal of 
faith that be will g ive it his assent, save possibly the length of time during 

which a rejection sha ll hold its fo rce. 

Concerning the prerogat ives of Grand Masters, be thus discourses : 
" What is the use of a Grand Maste r if he has no prerogati ves, and where 

are the masons of South Dakota any better than of l'ennsylvallla and MOjl
tana, where they encourage the Grand Master in making masons a t sight? 
One of the ulliqne, the interesting fea tures of Masonry, is the prerogatives 
which shoulrl belong to the Grand Master, and which fl ow from tradi t ion as 
the common law of J<;lIgland. It is one of the romantic, as well as pecnlia r, 
phases of our insti tu t ion and ra ises the GrQ.nd Master above the level of the 
stereotyped hum-drum by-law creatures who preside over other s imilar in
stitutions. The prerogatives of the ·Grand Master always have a peculiar 
fasc ina tion to the wri ter, and to strip him of them would make the Grand 
Master as prosaic as the modern man is in bis habiliments of the present 
civilization. " 

The teachings in this coun try, on the subject of civil government, have 

caused a vast deal of nonsense to be written concerning the prerogatives of 

Grand Masters, and yet they are the logical result of the orig inal plan of 

IIf a.~onl'y. That tanght that progress in Masonry is progress in knowledge 

and wisdom; it was held out to the neophyte tha t he might" arrive to the 

honor of being the Warden, and then the Master of the lodge, the Grand 
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Warden, and at length the Grand Mast er of all the lodges, " &c. The gov
ernment in Masonry was to be a government of wisdom; the Master was 
presumed to be so much advanced in wisdom beyond the members of the 
lodge, that the' government of it was vested in him" according to his will 
and pleasure. " The Grand Master was presumed to be ad vanced in wisdom 
beyond all the rest of the craft. So, when it was found that laws were 
necessary to limit the powers of the craft in their methods of procedure, it 
was naturally left to him to dispense wi th the law in cases in which, in his 
wisdom, he should deem it for the interests of the craft to do so. But in 
all the hue and cry about the danger of the" one-man power" no one has 
ever been able to point to a single instance in which this power has been 
abused, or used to the injury of the craft! Experience has shown that 
arguments based upon the assumption that the men, whom we choose to be 
Grand Masters, are not to be trusted, have no basis of fact to rest upon; and, 
moreover, has time and again demonstrated the wisdom of entrusting pre
r<!gatives to Grand Masters. 

NOV A SCOTIA, 1895. 

Immediately after opening, the Grand Lodge formed in procession and 
marched to the church and listened to an excellent sermon by Hev. Bro. 
DONALD McMILLAN, from the text" Love the Brotherhood." 

The Grand Master (WILI.IAM F. MACCO)') delivered a brief address, but 
he had been a busy officer: he had visited the Grand Lodge of New Bruns
wick and witnessed the conferri)1g of the Third degree by the Grand Master; 
and he gives the following account of another visit: 

"On making an official visit to one of the lodges in Yarmouth, and there 
being considerable discussion among the brethren with respect to the work 
in the Third degree, I visited Boston with a view of seeing how the same 
work was performed there, and in conjunction with Most Worshipful Past 
Grand Master Sircom, visited John Adams Lodge, Somerville, Mass. , wherf! 
I met the Junior Grand Warden of Massachusetts, and had the pleasure of 
seeing the Master of that lodge confer the Third degree. The work done is 
very similar to ours, but done with greater precision and accuracy, and with 
a great deal more form and courtesy. I was very much pleased to be pres
ent and see this degree conferred, and had the honor of being called upon aR 
a Grand Master to address the lodge on that occasion, and my remarks were 
kindly received by the brethren." 

In addition he had visited twenty-four lodges in his own jurisdiction. 
His official acts were of a routine character, indicating that the affiairs of 

the craft were in good condition, and that harmony and a good degree of 
prosperity were prevailing. This conclusion is confirmed by the reports of 
the District Deputies, which are concise, but comprehensive, and touch the 
points in which instruction was neetled and improvement desirable, but with-
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out withholding deserved commendation. There is a natural tendency in 
making these official reports to observe the maxim concerning speaking of the 
dead-to say nothing unless it is praise. This may do for the reports, but 
should not be the rule at the visitations: errors in administration as well as in 
the work should br.notice<i-in a fraternal, not arbitrary, manner by the Depu
ties and if necessary, mentioned in the report. The Depnty, who glosses over 
faults and errors when he visits the lodge, fails in his duty, as the one who 
takes the role of a harsh and captious critic, fails in his comprehension of 
the object of the office which he holds. 

Of the Grand Representative system the Grand Master says: 
"Some of those opposed to the system speak of it as cumbersome, de

stroying harmony, of doubtful utility, and of no material benefit. This has 
not been th e experience of this Grand Lodge, and we were never disturhed 
by want of cordial kind feeling, and the representatives, when mindful of 
attending Grand Lodge meetings. have generally added to the dignity of our 
deliberations. Apparently we are more practically disposed than the Grand 
Lodges who may from some trivial troubles abont state rights and jurisdic
tions have created slight rlifferences on the other sirle of the line. The breth
ren holding commissions from the lodges named will please retul'll them to 
the Grand Secretary, so that he may be in a position to ask that om com
missions to said Grand Lodges be retul'lied also to him; assuring the Grand 
Lodges named that we do not consider from anything that has ever come 
under onr notice the abolition of the honorable position of Grand Lodge 
Representatives as essentially necessary." 

Upon his recommendation, the Grand Lodge adopted a "Traveling Cer" 
tificate," similar to that issued by the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. 

As we understand it, no reduction ha'Cl been made in the Grand Lodge 
debt during the year; two schemes were presented, and discussed, and 
finally the matter was referred to a committee to consider anc\ report to the 
Grand Lodge their conclusion. 

The following preample and resolntion was adopted: 
" Whereas , Peebles Kilwinning Lodge, No. 24, under the Grand Lodge 

of Scotland, has confe1'l'ed upon a candidate rejected by Canso Lodge, No. 
79, R. N. S., the three degrees of Masonry without apparently making 
proper enquiry: 

"And Whereas, said candidate was not and is not now under the jnris-
diction of the Grand Lod l1;e of Scotland; . 

" Therefore Resolved, That this Grand Lodge call the attention of the 
Grand Lodge of Scotland to this act of apparent discourtesy on the part of 
their subordinate lodge. " 

If any reply is given, it will undoubtedly be that the lodge did precisely 
what it was authorized to do, and, in substance, that the Granol Lodge of 
Nova Scotia is interfering in a matter in which it has no concern. 

A motion to restore the law that in the absence of the Master an!l Wardens, 
the Senior Past Master present may open the lodge, failed of adoption, 
although one lodge sent in a resolution, unanimously adopted, in favor of it. 
We are rather surprised, as in this jllJ'isdiction a Warqen cannot confer the 
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degrees, so that when a Warden is presiding no work can be done unless '\ 

there is a Past Master present to do the work, which he is authorized to do 

upon the invitation of the Warden. 

The Report on Correspondence embraces a review of the ProceeJ ings of 
sixty-two Grand LodgeR-twenty-eigh t by Bro. THOMAS B. :FLIN1', twenty

five by Bro. C. E. WILLET, two by Bro. THOMA S MownllA Y, and seven by the 
'Grand Secretary, Bro. WILLIAM Ross. 

They all adhere very closely to giving an account of the more important 
things said and done in other jurisdictions. 

Bro. Ross thns expresses correct views concerning a matter in which 

efforts are being made in some quarterR to change the old law-efforts caused 

by the Masonry-for-revenue ideas recently conceived: 

" We must take the liberty of dissenting .from the decision that' a non
affiliated mason must apply for membership to the lodge in whose limits he 
resides.' We contend that there is no limit as to his choice of the lodge 
to which he should apply for affiliation Mackey, an authority we might say 
universally acknowledged, is clear on tbis point; he says: 'A Master Mason 
applying for membership is not confined in the exercise of this privilege 
within any geographical limits, no matter how distant the lodge of his choice 
may be from his residence; to that he has as much right to apply as to the 
lodge which is situated at the very threshold of his home.' This is the rule 
that has always governed our decisions when the question is asked." 

Bro. j<'LIN1' is opposed to the doctrine of perpetnal jurisdiction: but we 

trnst that he does not maintain the logical result of some arguments which 

he endorses, apparently withont having carefully considered them. We do 

not believe that he intended to endorse the proposition that the rejection of a 

candidate does not imply that the candidate is considered unfit to be made 

a mason. 

His views anent the 'Wisconsin proposition are sound and very forcibly 

expressed: 

"The proposition is altogether too broad to begin with, and we doubt if 
it is sanctioned by sound masonic authority. The lIIasonic theory is that 
all masons are hrethren, and as snch should assist each other in distress as 
far as tbey can do so witbout injury to themseh' es or those dependent upon 
them. It is not a legal or moral obligation of a lodge or of a Grand Lodge 
to do this, but simply a masonic obligation of each brother individually. 
Lodges may, if ill prosperous circumstances, ~ss ist in carrying out this obli
gation, but it is no part of the duty of a lodge. Such a law, if .fastened 
upon the craft, would change one of its chief characteristics from that of 
voluntary individual moral obligation on the part of such compliance to 
charity towards his distressed brother to that of an organized legal associa
iion bound by a compact to certain definite contributions., Not only is the 
sovereignityof each Grand Lodge limited and its financial obligations in
definitely increased, but the relation of the members of lodges to each other 
are completely changed. In many cases it would work inequitably, and 
would, we fear, lead to complications, contentions and disagreements, which 
under the purely voluntary and, we believe, truly masonic system a.re 
avoided. " 
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Bro. Ross gives a very interesting review of New Zealand ; and takes 
laudable pride in the fact that his son is one of the officers of that Grand Lodge . 

OHIO, 1 89i'i. 

The frontispiece is a portrait of Bro. C A RUO LL F. C LAPP, the retiring 
Grand Master . 

The Grand Master' s .address takes np tif ty pages in the Proceedings, but 
we do' not find any reason for curta iling 'it. He had many matters before 
him and had made many visita tions. 

He had prepared a blank for District Lecturers, to be filled at the visita
tion of a lodge, containing a series of questions. It was made the duty of 
the Lecturer to read it (except his remarks) to the lodge a nd forward it to 
the Grand Master the next day, preserving a duplicate for himself, to be 
used in making his annual report, which was to be a summary of these re
ports. The expenses of visitation are paid by the lodge vis ited. Of visita
tion the Gralld Master says : 

"J am pleased to be privileged to announce to this Grand Borly that each 
and every lodge subordinate to this Grand Lodge has been officially visited 
during the past year, and that a written report of the true condition of each 
lodge is now on file with the Gra nd Master. 

"The system of lodge visit.at ions, established several years ago, has 
steadily improved year by year, until it has reached out and accomplished 
wbat was claimed and expected of it by its most sanguine promoters. This 
has not been accomplished, however, without an unceasing and determined 
effort upon the part of the District Lecturers as well as the Grand Lodge 
Officers. " 

But he says further: 

"I recommend that in the future the actual expenses incllrred in making 
lodge inspections be paid by the Grand Lodge. In view of the increased 
per capita dues asked by this Grand Lodge, I feel that it should pay the 
expense referred to. While a vast a monn t of g.)od has been accomplished 
every year, even under the pres/iln t arrangement, a much better result can 
and will be shown should the lodges be released from the payment of t.hi s 
expense. Each lodge, knowing that it was entitled to a visitat ion from a 
member of the Grand Lodge, would more readily avail itself of the oppor
tunity and ad vantages offered. I trust that the suggestion will receive favor
able action a t your hanrls. " 

His recommendation was adopted ; we believe that this perfec ts the system 
in that jurisdiction and that experience will show the wisdom of this action . 

The first part of the following is so pertinent to our own jurisdiction, and 
the last of it deals with a subject that is so mnch under discussion, that we 

quote it in full: 

" I instructed the District Lecturers that it would not be expected or 
imperative upon them to arrange lodge visitations with the view of witness
ing degree work, nor would they be required to devote their entire time to 
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instruction in the ritual, believing that there was a broader and more useful 
field to operate in. 

"I advised that the Lecturer spend more of his time in teaching the sym
bolism of Freemasonry. Blue Lodge, 01' Symbolic Masonry, is builded of 
symbols. Its beauty and its grandeur can only be appreciated 01' corn pre
hmided by a complete analysis and fu ll ullderstanding of its component 
parts. The true sentiment and purpose of Ancient Freemasonry can only 
be uufolded and properly interpreted in symbols; and without this in terpre· 
tation and explanation given and taught in its purity, the young initiate is 
deprived of those valuable lessons that enthuse him with desire for a better 
·life-that emotion whic.h leads him to a higher plane of action, and reveals 
to him llew alld better thoughts. We can on ly become sl1ccessful tea.chers 
of Masonry as we become proficients in sy mbolism. 

"While proficiency In the ritual is expected and desired, it should be 
acquired by the Mastel' without taking the time of the Lecturer, each Mastel' 
being fu rnished with a cipher copy of the authorized work in this Grand 
.Jurisdiction. 

"If the Mastel' has not energy and pride sufficient to post himself and 
inst l'l1ct his subord inate officers, his lodge must bear its burden nntil the 
end of the year; but I would not advise his re-e lect ion. Under the present 
arrangement and advantages given, the Mastel' of a lodge has no excuse for 
not becoming proficient in the de~:ree work. I am pleased to be able to say 
that the reports of visitations show that at least ninety pel' cent of the lodges 
are highly proficient in the esoteric work. and th e day is not far distant 
when the c ipher ritual will have fu lfilled its mission, and a uniform work 
will prevail throughout the state. 

" I am clearly of the opinion that, when the proper time comes, the 
rituals shou ld be taken up, and this Grand Jurisdiction relieved of the criti
cisms that are being made upon this subjec t by other Grand Jurisdictions. 
Although favoring its publication at the time, because it seemed to be a 
necessity in order to secure uniformity of work, still I must adm it that it 
has caused some regrets since that such an innovation to the original plans 
of Masoll1'Y should have been tolerated; for it opened wide the gates to the 
admission of a lmost any of the so-called modern improvements. The sooner 
we retrace onr steps, and then follow the footprints of our fo refathers, the 
better it will be for Freemasonry in this Grand Jurisdiction." 

Ignoring the original cause of controversy and letting " the dead past bury 

its dead," the respective Grand Masters of Tennessee and Ohio took such 
measures as to secure the resumption of fraternal rela t.ions between their 

Grand Lodges, an event at which a ll masons will r ejoice. 

Of the Masonic Home, he says: 
"The masons of Ohio a.re to dedicate to-day, for the use of our in

rligent brethren, their wives, children, widows, and orphans, the finest 
strncture that has ever been erected in any Grand Jurisdiction by the craft 
for a s imilar purpose." 

W e·would be glad to give a full report of the dedication but space will 

not allow. The citizens of Springfield, in which it is located (within about 
a mile of the st reet railway, which is expected to be extended to it) gave one 
hundred and fifty acres of land for the site; the cost of construction, includ

ing incidental expenses, was about ::;; 125,000, and-

"The total amount of subscriptions received up to the present time from 
various sources, is as follows: 
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"Receipts from r,odges, .. . ... . . .. ............. .. $38,537.63 
" "Chapters, ...................... 2!l,546.75 
•• "Councils, .... .. .. . ... .. .. . . . .. ... 1,972.21 

Commanderies, . . .. ...... . . ...... 9,Sl.!.99 
A. and A. Rite Bodies,. ... .. .... . (j80.00 

" Illdividuals, ..... . ...... ..... . . . . 40,003.04 
Miscell,tneous, . ... . . .. ...... .. .. 4,597 .3:3 

-----·$125, 101.95" 

In addition subscriptions to the amount of over $ 10,000 had not become 
due when the report was made. 

There had been talk of turning the Home over to the Grand Lodge, but 
the Grand Master ftdviseulmrnestly agftinst thftt course, preferring to continue 
the arrangments under which it had been built. The Temple was dedicated 
exactly six years from the day on which the Grand Lodge first endorsed the 

movement. 
The Grand Mftster had receiveu a request from the l-leftu of the Orcler of 

the Eastern Star, tlmt the Grand Lodge would modify its law in rela tion to 
the occupancy of masonic halls by that organization; the lftw then required 
a unanimous vote of the lodge; in her communication the" Grand Matron" 

says: 
" While we have not been called upon officially for aid or assistance in 

the construction of the Ohio Mftsonic Home, we ftl"e ready to respond to 
the extent of Oll\" ability in helping to furnish and maintain this magnifi
cent structure, the crowning glory of Masonry in our beloved state. We 
will not only regard it a1pleasure, but a duty, to do all in our power to aid 
the brotherhood in its benevolent undertaking. W e are ready now to give 
aid and assistance, and will respond with cheerful hearts and willing hands, 
if permitted to do so. Some of our chapters are able, and would prefer to 
complete ly furnish ft room; others cftn and will, if permitted, make useful 
things to ftdorn ft ud beftutify; ftnd in com ing years we will be able and will
ing to bear onr slmre in supporting the Home, and do all we can to aid the 
brotherhood in making it the ideal institution of the kind, not only in the 
state, but in this entire country." 

The Grand Master adds: 

" While 1 allt accused of, and admit of being, somewhat Puritanical in 
my views regarding innovations to the original plans of Masonry, and am 
almost an extrelllist regarding a strict arlherence to our ftncient customs and 
landmarks, yet, when 1 see the good results that are already apparent where 
the Order uf the Eastern Star has been established, the purity of their in
tentions and purposes, it seems to me, can not be questioned. 1 am not a 
member of the Order, and have always entertained douhts as to the advis
ability of giving the Order recognition; but its good works have removed, 
to a certain extent, former prejudices; and I am thoroughly convinced that 
no harm will ever come to Freemasonry from this source; and I believe that 
we should extend to this Order a more liberal recognition, by modifying the 
present rule r eg:1.l·ding the occupaney of lodge rooms, and that all that should 
be required is a llIajority vote of the lodge and the consent of the Grand 
Master. " 

The matter was referred to the Committee on Jurisprudence, on whose re
port, his recommendation was "unanimously adopted." 
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A revised code was adopted and in the rlist-ribution one copy was directed 

to be sent to each Grand J"odge. We wish this would be always done in 
such cases. The means of comparing the laws of ditIerent jurisdictions 

would tenrl to produce uniformity amI aid in perfecting codes by giving the 

resul ts of the experience of al l. 

The following incidents are recorded: 
"Bro. Harvey Vinal, a resident of Springfield, eighty-eight years of age. 

and the oldest living Past Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter of Hoyal 
Arch Masons of Ohio, being present, was invited to a seat in the East, and 
Bro. J . H . Brolllwell, the M. E . Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter of 
Ohio, took the opportunity to present to Bro. Vinal an elegant Past Grand 
High Priest' s jewel, which had been ordered to be prepared and given to 
him by the Grand Chapter of Ohio. The venerable brother made suitable 
response in eloquent and touching terms." 

• * ~ * * * * * * 
"Bro. Emil Baurittel, W. M: of Cincinnati Lodge, No. 13:3, arose in his 

place and stated that this day was the fiftieth anniversary of the constitution 
of his lodge under its charter ; and that, for the purpose of properly celebrat
ing this auspicious event, a nd to advance the great mason ic charity which 
the Grand Lodge had dedicated on the day previous, he was instucted by 
CinClinnati Lodge, No. 133, to a nnounce its donation of $ [,000 to the Ohio 
Masonic Home, not to exceed $250 of which was to be used in properly fur
nishing a suitable room, to be selected by the representatives of said lodge. 
This generous gift met with hearty applause on the part of the members of 
the Grand Lodge. 

"Bro. Edward E. Townley, referring to the compensation of $50 which 
had been r ecommended in the report of the COllunijtee on Accounts, and 
ordered paid to him for his services as Assistant Grand Treasurer, announced 
that he donated the amount appropriated to the Ohio Masonic Home, which 
statement provoked renewed applause." 

The Grand Lodge appropriated $ 10,000 for the Home. 
The Report on Currespondence (305 pp.) was presented Bro. WI LLlAM M. 

CUNl'INGIIAM, and well deserves t he encomium which the Grand Mastel' glwe 

to it. Much of it is printed in large type, so th at it is not really so long as 

the nuulber of pages indicates. 

A portion of our own report has come froill the printer, and we find that 

what we have written takes up many more pages than we had expected and 

we feel compelled to forbear noticing IU<tIly things in these Proceeciings and 

in this report which we wonld be glad to give. 

Of Grand Honors, he says: 

" Of the Past Master' s degree Bro. Greenleaf believes' that its ceremonial 
is ancient, a nd that, if rightly conferred, belongs to the lodge;' and, under 
the head of Maille, he says ill relation to the Public Grand HOllors, that the 
'battery,' or striking the palms of the hands together by ' three times 
three,' 01', as termed by the Maine committee, the' Macoy Method,' 'pre
vails in Colorado, and we believe it is the correct one for Public Grand 
Ho .. ors.' This should more properly be termed the English Method , instead 
of the Macoy Method, as it was in use, witll the addition of ' huzzas.' as 
early a.~ 1754 in the Granu Lodl-{e ceremonials of Engla ucl , as noted in the 
r eports of your com mittee for 1893 and 1894. In giv ing tile Funeral Grand 
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Honors as the Public Honol's for other occasions, Dr. Mackey evidently 
overlooked the symbolism of the hands crossed upon the breast, and then 
raised pointing to the heavens -a symbol of resignation, worship, and ado
ration, out of place and out of character in ordillary public masonic cere
monials . 

.. The masonic' devotional position' of bowed heads and hands crossed 
upon the breast, is eq ually out of place for the plaudits and joyous accla
mations appropriate for public occasions. 

"It is probable that the custom of using the Funeral Grftnd Honors 
(without the accompanying words) prevailed Iftrgely throughout the lodges 
of the United Stfttes. It was generally used 'in this state until the writer, 
then District Lecturer, was called upon by M. W. Bro. George tiex, then 
Grand Master, to temporarily act as Grand Marshal , and, npon the call for 
the Grand Honors, the' battery' was given as snch nnder the direction of 
the Grand Marshal, and since that time has remained in use in the Grand 
Lodge of Ohio." 

Referring to one proposition of Bro. CLARK!;;, of Kentucky, in his dis

cussion of the question of perpetual jurisdiction, he says: 

" In this connection, we regret to be obliged to dissent from the conclu
sion of Bro. Clarke, that ' that which is legally done, where done, 'is legal 
everwilere, ' 

.. As in some foreign Grand Lodges, sojourners are made masons, in ac
cOl'dance with their regulations, regarflless of their previous rejection or non
residence, and as the now v~ry general custom withi.lI the Grand Lodges 
of the Un ited States is to regard all such as irregular (not clandestine) 
masolls, and thftt subsequent healing is therefore necessary to their good 
standing. " 

Yes, and some Grand . Lodges, which pay no attention to rejections in 

other jurisdictions, have this provision in relation to residents who go abroad 

to obtain the degrees! 

He copies largely from our Proceedings, uSllally without comments, He 
fully conr-urs in our opinion tha t many lodges are too large to carry out the 

original objects of such an organization. Yet in some jurisdictions tlley can

not increase their numbers fast enough by following the old ways, but use 

"classes of candidates." lIe also concurs in our views in relation to 

public masonic ceremonies, and he copies our remarks in relation to inspect

ing the chartor when visiting the lodge and adds this significant remark: 

" The fact, too, that ill at least three states there are clandestine lodges

in Ohio there are said to be se'veral- th e necessity of the inspection of the 
charter by the visiting brother is apparent, without further discussion." 

He " takes no stock" in the recently promulgated doctrine that a Master 

Mason can have no knowledge of any other than the three Symbolic degrees: 

.. The illogical theory 01' rather pretense that a Grand Lodge of Master 
Masons can have no knowledge whatever of any masonic degrees other than 
the Ilrst three, when it is a well-known historical fact that the Capitulftr 
and Templar degrees were controlled by and conferred under the auspices of 
Grand Lodges prior to about the commencement of the second quarter of 
the present century--with at least but few, if any, exceptions-is in itself, 
without other considerations in that connection, so absurd that it is a mat-

• 
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tel' of surprise that it should be advocated by anyone !lot a defender of 
modern so-called Cerneauism." 

Referring to the Montana Regulation concerning members who take their 
dimits, he says: 

"In the opinion of your committee it is yet to be rliscovered if such 
stringent regu lations are ever prorluctive of any diminution in the number 
of non-affiliates. It is also sad to consider that such an enactment is literally 
providing w-itho'Ut tr-ial for the suspension of a brother in good standing from 
the right.~ , benefi ts, and privileges of Freemasonry guaranteed when he was 
made a mason without any such reservation. Your committee are therefore 
more than ever impressed with the feeling that compulsory members hip, 
with its additional pecuniary receipts, is no compensatfon for such, as seems 
to the writer , at least, apparent injust ice to a brother, who, from causes 
best known to himself, deems it proper to discontinue his membership with 
some particular lodge. The unmasonic features of compulsory membership 
for the sake of additional receipts to its treasury would seem to be on a par 
with the reprehensible act of the brother who, from penuriousness alone, 
permits himself to remain a non-affiliate. " 

The whole theory of Masonry is against compulsion j "might makes right," 
has never, till within these very few years, found and place in its teachings : 
masons have been taught to look fo r, and work for, and pray for, what the 
poet has already seen in celestial allegory : 

" Then, through the silence overhead, 
An angel, with a trumpet said, 
• :Forevermore, forevermore 
The reign of violence is o' er. 
ThoIl, like an instrument which flings 
Its music npoll another' s strings, 
The trllmpet of the angel cast 
Upon the heavenly lyre its blast, 
And on, from sphere to sphere, the words 
He-echoed down the burning chords, 
, Foreverllwl·e. Im'evermure, 
The reign oj viulence -i8 u'er!' " 

OKLA HOMA, 1895. 

The" 1894 " on the cover a nd title page of these Proceedings came near 
causing us to omit this Grand Lodge in our -review. But the vigilance of 
onr Grand Secretary discovered that while by "outward sign" these Pro
ceedings claim to be those of 1804, they really are those of 1805. 

But once inside, we find nothing mis leading. The business is transacted 
by this three-year-olcl Grand L odge with the intelligence a nd ability of 
mature years. 

The Grand Mastel' (SELWYN DO UG LAS) says : 
•• The primary design of the institution known as the' Grand Lodge ' was 

not only to provide a central governing body for the fraternity, but also LO 
afford and fUl'l1ish to the brethren a reprp.sentative tribunal to hear the com-
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plaints of the aggrieverl and to redress their wrongs, to deliberate upon the 
laws which should govern the lodges and the brethren within its jurisdiction, 
and to strengthen the fraternal bonds of goorl fellowship and of loyalty to 
the Royal Craft." 

He had cOllstituLed th03 eight lodges chartered the year before, carrying tbe 

total number up to llineteen, eighteell of which were represented: and he 
had issued dispensations for three new lodges. 

He announced the death of the Grand Lecturer, IllUrdered in presence of 

his family, while attempting to defend his store against the attack of three 

robbers. Of this he says: 

"When the tidings of this brutal crime reached the ears of the brethren, 
I received letters from many of the subord iuate lodges in the territory, urg
ing me to offer a reward in the name of th~ Grand Lodge for the apprehen
sion of the assass ins, and assu ring me tl1at an assessment .upon the subordi
nate lodges, accord ing to membership, sufficient to raise a thousand dollars 
or more, for tha~ purpose, would meet with a hearty response and prompt 
payment. 

"The temptation to comply with these requests was very strong, and I 
hesitated for a time as to the proper course to be pursued. 

"I finally determined, however, that it woulrl not be proper for me to 
do so. 

" The mission of Masonry is not that of the avenger of blood. To relieve 
the distressed, to comfort the down-trodden and to bind up the wounds of 
the afflicted, these are our aims and this is the end we have in view. 

"Learning, however, that the widow and children of Bro. Townsend were 
in straitened circu lUstances, I sent a circula r letter to all the subordinate 
lodges req uesting an immediate assessment of fifty cents per capita of the 
members, to be made, co llected and transmitted through the proper chaunels 
to Mrs. Townsend. I am not informed fully as to the result of this request. 
Judging from the prompt action of my lodge, Oklahoma, No. 3, which sent 
fifty dollars without a day's delay, after its first regular meeting, I have no 
doubt tbat the required assessment was promptly made and paid: 

" I am impelled by the circumstaYlCes of this case to urgently recommend 
to the Grand Lodge to make immerliate provision for tbe raising of ,tn addi
tional"amount, either by assessment of the subordinate lodges or by an ap
propriation of Grand Lodge funds, to be paid to Mrs. Townsend for the 
further relief of herself and her helpless children. Two of the infamous 
mUl'llerers of nro. Townsend are still at large, and if Mrs. Townsend tiees fit 
to use any portion of the money so to be paid to secure their arrest and 
punishment, she will have my hearty approval in ad vance." 

Of course, he was correct in his decision, for Masonry, as such, can never 

interfere with the civil law: his righteous wrath , as shown in the closing 
sentence, will readily be forgiven. 

The Grand Orator, VVlI.L IA .\1 R. BlIOWN, made an address peculiarlyap- . 
propriate to the circuinstances in which this young Grand Lodge is placed. 

One sect ion of the constitution was adopted so as to read as follows: 

"Sec. 3. Eligibility.-No one shall be eligible to any elective office in 
this Grand Lodge who is not a present or Past Master of this jnrisdiction 
or a Past Master of some sister Grand Jurisciiction, who is an affiliated 
lIiember of some lodge in this jurisdiction and a member of this Grand 
Lodge, or past officer of this Grand Lodge, and who has been in attendance 
upon the annual communication at which he is elected." 

App. 11 G. L. 



Correspondence-Oklahoma. 

We believe that this limitation is unwise, especially in so young and small 
a Grand Lod~e. It is a departure frolll the old usage, which gave the Grand 
Lodge the whole range of its constituency from which to select the best men 
for its offices. Of course, the Grand Master and the officers who wiJI pos
sibly be called to perform his duties should be Past ·Masters as pl'Ovided in 
this section. As we remember it, no one of the Grand Secretaries of Ollr 
Grand Lodge was a member of it at the time of his first election. 

A proposition was made and laid over to the next annual commullicatiou, 
in respect to unaffiliated masonti: it proposes that they they shall be mem
bers of the lodgtl in which their residence is situated, "by virtue of said res
idence." This is not in accordance with the original plan of a lodge, but 
we regard it as altogether a less departure from masonic usage and prin 
ciples than the course adopted by California and the other Grand Lodges 
which have followed her example. 

The Report on Correspondence (76 pp.) was presented by Bro. JAAIES M. 
HUNT, the very efficient Grand Secretary. 

In his Introduotion, he says: 
"The Grand Lodge of Oklahoma has met with a very courteous and fra

ternal reception from the several Grand Lodges, and the cOlllments upon her 
youthful errors are made generally in a kindly and fraternal spirit. Our 
public installation of Grand Officers was almost universally condemned, as 
was also our incorporation under the laws of Oklahoma." 

We believe that he is decidedly in error in his remark about the public 
installation. In fact, we think that he will find but three such expressions. 
As to the incorporation question, there may be more difference, but we can 
assurE', him that Oklahoma has company in that particular, which may lessen 
the weight of all t,he expressions of condemnation. In f,tet, we think that 
he will find that a majority of the older Grand Lodges are subject to the . 
same condemnation. 

Of non-affiliates he says, among other things: 
"To the writer, it seems that many of the correspond!!nts, and nearly 

or quite all of the Grand Lodges, in writing and legislating upon the 
matter of non-affiliation, are very one sided in their views. We cannot con
ceive how an affiliated mason has the inherent masonic right ann power to 
make his hrother a masonic outlaw." 

* * • * * * * * * 
"That the nOll-affiliate has any rights seems never to have elltered the 

head of some correspondeuts, and seems not to have been considered by 
many of the Grand Lodges. We hold that no mason has a right to deprive 
a brother of allY of the lights, rights or benetits of Masonry. And 110 con
gregation of masons, Grand or Subordinate Lodge, has a right, except for 
masonic misdemeanor or crime, and then after due trial and conviction." 

We agree with him (save that we think that he overestimates the nUlllber 
who hold opposite views), but at the same time do not think that his extreme 
views in the opposite direction are in accordance with correct principles. 
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We think that he errs in thinking that the great cause of non-affiliation is 
the requirement of a ullanimous ballot. Of course, we know nothing of the 
facts in his jurisdiction, but as we said to Bro. T:lOMl'SON, in this section of 
the country the rejections for affiliation are so extremely few that they cut 
no figure whatever in the decision of this question. The vastly preponder
ating cause everywhere, so far as our observation and read ing have shown it, 
is that many masons are too poor, or think they are too poor, or lIre indis
posed, to pay the dues. This is the class that Califol'llia has adopted such 
drastic measures to reach. Others fail to pay their dues, simply because 
they are not called upon for them, having no time to attend the lodge. Some 
lose their interest in Masonry and drop out of the lodge and practically out 
of the institution at the same time. 

We have gone through Bro. HUNT'S report with much interest, and in 
almost all his other views we concur with him. There is one exception: 
Bro. VINCIL expressed the opinion that Bro. HUNT had in him" the mak
ing of a good reporter": Bro. HUNT dissents vigorously : but we are with 
Bro. VINCIL, and as a reason for the faith that is in us, we point to the re
port now under review. 

OREGON, 1895. 

Under a regulation providing for the publication of phototype portraits of 
all the Past Grand Masters, we have those of D,I.VIU P. MASON (1884) , 
THOMAS GIVINGS HEA~IIlS (1885), and .TAMES COHWIN FULLERTON (1896). 
A brief sketch of each of them is given. 

The Grand Master (PHILIP S. MALCOLM) had the sorrowful duty of an
nouncing the death of M. W. Bro. STEPHEN Fo'WLER CHADWWK: 

•. Our dearly loved. and nniversally respected brothel', Stephen Fowler 
Chadwick, Grand Secretary and Past Grand Master, received the final sum
mons on the evening of January 15th last. His sun went down, not as it 
goes in our northern clime, slowly, majestically, bath ing the mountains in 
the splendor of its rays, but as in the tropics, suddenly, without twilight, 
leaving all in darkness. Sitting at his dinner table, in his home at Salem, 
he was stricken with apoplexy, his spirit insc,l,ntly passing away. 

"Brother Chadwick was bol'll at Middletown, COlln., December 25, 1825. 
Came to Oregon in 1851." ' 

H!\ had held mallY civil offices, among them Secretary of State and Gov
ernor. 

He was made a mason in 1856, in Laurel Lodge, u. D. , and in June, 1857, 
became its first Mastel' under its charter and served eight terms subsequently; 
was Junior Grand Warden in 1858 and '00; Senior Grand Warden in 1801 
and 1862; Depllty Grand Master ill 1863, and Grand Mastel' in 1865; was 
Chairman of the Committee OQ COlTespondence in 1867 alld every year after
wards till his death : and was Grand Secretary frol11 1889 also till his death. 
He had received the thirty-third degree of the A. & A. Rite. 
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Coming to the same field of labor so soon after we did, we had occasion to 
know him as thoroughly as one man can know another through his writings, 
and the Grand Master sums up our opinion of him in few words: 

"In every station he performed his duty with fidelity and extraordinary 
ability. " 

* * * * * * * * "Our jurisdiction has lost its brightest jewel, the order everywhere a 
member who was a credit to it, who was respected for his ability, and loved 
for his virtues." 

To us his loss is as of one who had stood by our side for a quarter of a 
century. 

The Grand Master had visited thirty-three lodges, among them those in 
the most distant parts of the state. 

He thus speaks of the cipher question: 

" In my judgment, the evil of hasty legislation is well shown in the reso
lution passed by tile last Grand Lodge, in the closing hours of it.s session, 
having for its object the printing of the unwritten work in what is termed 
cipher, erroneously supposed to be intelligible to members of the order only , 
I believe that it has been demonstrated that there is no code constructed 
from the letters of the alphabet, but what can be deciphered by one familiar 
with such work. Leaving that out of consideration, the fact that the reso
lutiou referred to was passed by a vote of forty-three to thirty-eight, out of 
the 350 or more votes that should have been cast on this, one of the most 
important questions that can come before a Grand Lodge of masons, I have 
deemed it my duty to take no action in this matter, bflcause the printing of 
any part of the unwritten work, in any manner that may become legible, or 
intelligible, even to ourselves, is, I am firmly convinced, a violation of our 
obligation. " 

The Grand Lodge approved his action. 

A Master asked for instructions concerning the l'eljUest of a Catholic to 
be excluded from the Order, because, under the law of his churcb, he could 
not remain a mason, and the Grand Master instructed him as follows: 

" A man who has been regularly made a mason, remains a mason forever, 
unless expelled from the Order by proper authori ty, after due trial and con
viction. I believe the proper course in this case is to treat his application 
as asking for a dimit, and as he has removed from our jurisdiction and is 
clear of the books of your lodge, there is no reason why it should not be 
granted. If he fails to affiliate elsewhere, he will lose alllllasonic rights and 
privileges. I would suggest, in replying to him, you do no more than to 
state that his dimit has been granted, and enclose it therewith. You will 
see the propriety of this, as your letter will probably be sl.own to the repre
sentative of the Order to which he prefers to owe his a llegiance." 

He held that the rule of physical qualification relates only to the first 

degree, and himself crafted and raised a brother who had lost his right arm 
after he became an E. A, The Committee on Jurisprudence dissented: they 
admitted the power of the Grand Master to dispense with the rule, but were 
not in favor of his action being taken as a precedent. 
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He made several recommendations which were adopterl; the most im

portant was a change of the law, so that now an objection has the same 

force as a black ball, and no more. 

A large amount of routine business was transacted, but none of general 

interest. 

The Grand Orator, .TOI·IN B. CL~~LAND, delivered a very fine address. 

The Report on Correspondence (190 pp.) was presented by Past Grand 
Master ROBERT CLOW. 

In his Introduction, he says: 

" The preparation of this report was undertaken by the writer under cir
cumstances mournfully familiar to every mason in Oregon, and was ap
proached with the d iffidence born of a consciousness that he was unworthy 
to wear the mantle of the gifted brother who, for so many years, by the ex
ercise of his rare gifts in the field of correspondence, upheld the dignity of 
the Grand Lodge of Oregon, and contributed through the medium of his an· 
nual reports to the instruction and edification of the brethren. 

"Conscious also of our inability to take up and continue the work so 
faithfully performed by oue whose long experience, mature judgment and 
accumulated stores of masonic learning, c:oupled with that grace and versa
tility which rendered his ·annual reports so attractive, and placed him easily 
'first among his equals,' we submit our' work for inspection,' relying upon 
the indulgence of our brethren of this jurisdiction, and the charity of the 
. corps reportorial' to forgive its shortcomings and pardon its many impel" 
fections. " 

'What he says of his predecessor is true; bnt his report shows that he 

needs no indulgence for the reasons stated. 

In his review of Californ ia, he says : 

"On the subject of non-affiliation the Grand Master suggests that the 
dread of undergoing the ordeal of the ballot on application for membership, 
and the exaction of an affiliation fee, are primo factors in cansing the great 
evil of non-affiliation, and is of the opinion that both should be abo lished. 
We agree with him as to the latter, and Oregon years ago very properly 
abolished affiliation fees, but adheres, and we trust ever will, to the regula
tion which provides that' no man can be admitted a member of any parti c·· 
ular lodge without the unanimous consent of all the members of that lodge 
then present when the candidate is proposed.' " 

In reply to Bro. CLAR KE, of Kentucky, he thus exposes the fallacy of 
Bro. C. 's argument: 

"The Kentucky lodge, in rejecting the candidate, said he was unfit to 
become a mem bel' of the ' great mason ic family.' Does the mere fact of his 
having crossed the state line improve the quality of f)1e material, or endow 
the applicant with a peculiar fitness, or have the brethren of ~issouri, in 
the short space of six or twelv~ months, discovered that he possessed quali
fy;ng traits of character that escaped the observation of the b\'ethren of the 
Kentucky lodge who had known him, perhaps, from childhood? 

"Now, Bro. Clarke, if you were making masons for Kentucky only, yonl' 
law might work admirably, provided your disciplinary regulations were 
sufficieutly stringent to enforce unconditional obedience. But, inasmuch as 
you are confessedly making members of the great masonic family, Oregon 
included, the exercise of the right to trust your work within the limits of 

• 
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this and other jurisdictions implies the co-relative right to disown and re
ject it." 

He cannot reconcile two decisions of our Grand Lodge: when he is in
formed that in Maine the effect of a rejection ceases injive years, he will see. 
that there was no conflict between them. As onr views are so fully set out 
in another report, we will not here enter upon any discussion of the subject. 

His reply to Bro. VIN C IL is eminently sound: 
"And you may rest assured, my good brothel', that no material rejected 

in Missouri will be placed in tbe Temple in Oregon without your consent, 
nor be received as ' beloved brothers' notwithstanding your position on the 
question. Oregon has plenty of good material within her own borders, and 
has no desire to, nor will she accept the discarded material of otber jurisdic
tions just for what there i8 i"n it. 

"The exalted conception she entertains of her duties to the great masonic 
family will not permit her to engage ina work of sucb a questionable charac
ter. She recognizes no obligation to the profane. Her duties are first to 
the brethren of her own particular hoqsehold, and secondly to the brother·· 
hood wheresoever dispersed." 

Of the" Eastern Star," he says: 

,. This is in striking contrast with the action of some other Grand Lodges 
we have noticed. 'We are not a member of the Order of Eastern Star, and 
have only a superficial knowledge of its aims and objects, but. venture the 
assertion that the membership, composed as it is of Master Masons, their 
wives, daughters and sisters, are engaged in laudable undertakings, and that 
their meeting in lodge rooms would have a much greater influence for good 
upon the morals of the craft, and no more tendency to desecrate lodge roomR 
01' make them' common 01' unclean' than public instal"ttions." 

* * ¥ * * * * * * 
" We are not a member of. the Order of the Eastern Star, but we do know 

tbat its mem bership is composed of Master Masons and their female blood 
relations. Hence, we cannot suffer the above to pass wit.hout entering our 
protest against the assumptions of the Grand Master, when he compares 
them to • strolling players of tbe mimic stage.' 

" We can't conceive how, 01' in what way the wife or daughter of a 
MaRtel' Mason can affect injuriously a lodge 1'00111 by meeting therein as 
members of a chapter of the Eastern Star, or attending an installation of 
the officers of a lodge. " 

* * * * * * * * * 
" While we would condemn as an unwarranted deception any attempt to 

palm off these degrees as masonic degrees, yet we think the policy of deny
ing the use of the lodge rooms to the organ ization is unwise, and that it is 
em inently propel' that the wives and daughters of Master Masons should be 
permitted to occupy them for the enjoyment of those social relations which 
follow membership in the Order." 

He replies to tbe personal criticisms upon. him by the Grand Lodge of 
Washington, which we noticed last year. The laugh is on Wasbington 
more decidedly than we then knew; for it criticised Bro. CLOW for his 
action as their Grand Hepresentative, and abolished the system on account 
of his action, and now it turns out that he was not the representative, and 
had not been for over three years! 

• 
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rENNSYL VANIA, 1895. 

We have excellent portraits of M. ,V. Bros. MATTHIAS H. HENDERSON, 

Grand Master, and Jom{ THOMPSON, Grand Master in 1860 a!ld 1861, and ' 

for mallY years Grand Secretary. 

Grand Master IIrlNm; RsoN had the sad duty of annonncing the death of 

Past Grand Master RICIIARD VAUX; at the request of the Grand Master, 

Past Grand Mastel' MICHAF; L ARNOI.I) had prepared a eulogy, which he pre

sented. We make select ions from it: 

"Brother the Honorable Richard Vaux was born in the city of Philadel
phia on December 19, ]8Hl, and died on March 22, 1895, being at the time 
of his deatl]" more than seventy-eight years of age. He adopted the law as 
his vocation, and was prominent in legal matters, in pnblic politics, in phil
anthropic works and services, in the gove1'llment of his native city as its 
mayor, in the councils of the nation as a representative in Congress, and, 
what is of most importance to us, in this Grand Lodge in the station of 
Right Worshipful Grand Mastel'. He was a man of original genins, fertile 
in the conception of plans for improving and continuing the works in which 
he was engaged. All the bodies of which he was a member felt the im press 
of his individuality. He did not content himself with simply following 
others, but he led them; holding fast to that which was good wherever it 
"Was found, while he was quick to discover that which was bad, and to 
suggest plans for correcting evils and substituting good forms in their place." 

He was made a mason at sight, in December, 1842, by Bro. JOSEPII R. 
CHAKD LBn, then Grand Master. He had petitioned lodge No. il, November 

Iii, 1842: but the Committee of Inquiry reported December 20, ]842, th~ 

the Grand Master had already conferred the first degree upon him, and the 

committee recommended him as worthy of membership. He was elect.ed 
and in due time was crafted and raised in that lodge. He soon after re

signed membership therein and was elected a member of No. 121, ]<'ebl'Llary 

23, 1844. lIe was elected Senior Warden the same day and the next year 

was Mastel'. He was elected Junior Grand Warden in 1862, a nd served two 

years: then two years as Senior Grand Warden; in December, 1866, he was 

elected Deputy Grand Master, and by the death of the Grand Master in 1867, 
he became Acting Grand Master, and was Grand Master by elections in De

cember, 1867, and 1868. 

Bro. ARNOLD says: 

"Tbe most important position he occupied in this Grand T.odge, and the 
one which has given him the most repntlltion and done more for the craft 
throughout the entire masonic world, is that of Chairman of the' Committee 
on Correspondence. This gave him the world of Freemasonry for a field, 
and enabled him, by his superior knowledge, wisdom, alld strong will, to 
bring about a l)armony in thonght and action which is so necessary in an insti
tution comp0f\eu of many sovereign Grand Lodges. Having no superior to 
comma.nd theJ,ll, the only way to bring about the harmonious rel()Lions which 
now exist, is by the free use of the vigorons pens of the Chairmen of the COIll
mittees on Correspondence of the several Grand Lodges. Among all these 
chairlllen, I may say, without derogating from any, that no one of them has 
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been the superior of Bro. Vaux, or had ]])ore influence in the craft, or had his 
just claims to high and honorable position among them admItted by all. He 
'was first appointed Chairman of the Committee on Correspondence on St . 
. John's Day, December, 1857, and continued until St. John's Day, Decem
ber 27, 1862, .on which clay he took his station as Right Worshipful Junior 
Grand Warden. On December 27, 1875, he was again appointed Chairman 
of the Committee on Correspondence, and continued to hold that appoint
ment until the time of his death, so that he served in that important position 
nearly twenty. five years. " 

Bro. GUTHRIE said of him: 

"Every member of the fraternity, not only in Pennsylvania, but through
out the world, owes a debt of gratitude to Bro. Vaux. He loved the frater
nity with a sincere love, and ga"e to its service a learning and abil ity which 
was certain ly not excelled, if equalled, by any. Wise iu judgment, sincere 
in purpose, and fear less in the assertion and defence of his convictions, he 
had acquired and deserved the trust and confidence of all." 

With his intense convictions and firm will, Bro. VAUX naturally exer
cised a potent influence upon all with whom he came in contact: he at times 
seemed intolerant, but his intolerance grew out of his supreme confidence 
that the usages which had come down from the past in his own jurisdiction 
were absolutely correct, and, therefore, t1mt all other usages were unmasonic . 
and should not be followed. 

His death brings a great loss to Masonry-not because he was always 
right, but because he w'as one of the ablest, bravest and most conscientious 
of the champions of the fundamental principles of the institution and the 
a~1Cient usages of the craft, as it was given to him to see them. 

The vote authorizing the rlistribution of the revised Ahiman Rezon was 
rescinded: a further revision was made and acceptp,d and ordered to be c1 is
tributed. 'Ve are very glad to note that the Committee on Library, with 
the concurrence of the Grand Lodge, are p1'inting the original records of 
the Grand Lodge from its organiza.tion . 

Grand Master HgNDEIlSON held a Grand Lodge of Enlergency for the pur
pose of conferring the degrees at sight upon SAMUEL B. HIlEY. The Grand 
Master of New Jersey was present. All the degrees were conferred at the 
same communication and in about two hours. 

His address at the annual conlll1unicatiol1 is able and excee(lingly interest· 
ing. 

While the law in relation to physical qual ifications is settled in Maine, 
still we copy what he says in relation thereto: 

" One of the questions the Grand Master is often obliged to decide is that 
of the physical qualifications of candidates for initiation. It is not a diffi
cult one, for the law is plain; if it were not so plain it would not be so 
troublesome as it is. Though the landmark is so well established and the 
usage of this Grand Lodge so well known, the lame and the halt, and those 
suffering with various H~ight mutilations, have come before me to ascertain 
if they coulr! receive the degrees. To rofuse some of them seemed like a 
great hardship and was a most uupleasant duty, and I do not doubt that they 
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and their friends left me feeling that I was unsympathetic and unreasonable, 
while in truth I was neither, ana would have been glad to decide otherwise. 
The only place to draw the line is where perfection would be on one side, 
and imperfect.ion, however slight, on the other. Once across the line but a 
hair's breadth ana the landmark falls. This fundamental law of our craft 
has been so often enunciated from this station that it should not be neces
sary to say more in regard to it, and I only refer to it now to show the great 
pressure that continues to be brought to set it aside, and the necesssity for 
nrmness against the least semblance of relaxation." 

We copy it largely for the purpose of sayirig that we do not understand it, 
after reading it again and again. We cannot understand it, because we can
not believe that our distinguished broth el' intended to say that a candidate 
possessing a physical" imperfection, however slight," is ineligible. It is 
common knowle(\ge, that not one man in a thousand can pass such a test: 
indeed, we doubt if there is a man living whose body comes up to the mark 
of absolute physical perfection. 

Such doctrine is not found in the Ancient Charges or Landmarks of tbe 
craft. But it may be asked, if we do not require absolute physical perfec
tion where shall th e line be drawn? This question evidently led M. W. Bro. 
H~NDERSON into the position wbich he bas apparently, but we do not believe, 
really taken. The answer is found in the Allcient Charges, as we have 
already stated in a former part of this report, to which we refer. 

We substantially concur ill the following: 

" During the year my permission was asked to organize a side degree or 
society to be called' The Masonic SOliS and Daughters of the Revolution,' 
the membership to be composed of masons and their families whose ances
tors had fought. in the Hevolutionary War. It is needless to say that per
mission was refused. I had supposed that the attitude of this Grand Lodge 
in regard to such 'matters was so well understood that it did not need reas
seltion, but it seems otherwise. The Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania recug
nizes nothing but ancient :Freemasonry. It does not countenance side 
degrees, nor will it permit organizations not masonic to use titles having a 
masonic reference. A ncient Craft Masonry is our property, and we cannot 
allow attachments to be nl'l.de to it which destroy its symmetry and pervert 
it from its original purpose. " 

We congratulate him upon being able to announce that the Temple debt 
i,s reduced to $500,000 and in consequence that the Grand Lodge dues re
turn to what they were in 1875. We have had occasion in several former 
reports to mention the admirable manner in which the finances of this Grand 
Lodge have been managed by its ]!'inance COlllmittee. The Grand Master 
pays a just tribute to its members, eight of wholll have not lived to see this 
result of their faithful and able services. 

He issued a dispensation to elect a: Master to. fill a vacancy caused by 
deatb. After he had done so, he questioned the correctness of bi's action, 
and when a second case arose, be investigated the matter fully, and came to 
the conclusion that the Senior 'Varden in sucb case succeeds to tbe office, 

" 
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and that it is not in accordance with masonic law and usage to issue a dis
pensation to fill a vacancy iu the office of Master while there is a 'Varden : 
but that it is proper to authorize the filling of a vacancy in the office of 
Junior Warden, or any inferior office. This accords with the law in Maine 
and with our understanding of ancient usage. 

In passing he shows that down to 1825 and afterwardR, in the absence 
of the Master and Wardens, it was the law that a l'ast Master should 
preside. While the Ahiman Rezon now in force gives the Grand Master 
the authority to issue such a dispensation, he fonnd that the edition of 
1877 provided for it in case of the death of the" Master ana Wardens," 
but that the section had been changed so as to read " Master or a Warden," 
a remarkable instance of the change in funrlamental law by the change of a 
single word. As the provision of the present Ahiman Rezon is permissi ve 
only and not mandatory, he (and wisely in our estimation) concluded to follow 
the old law. 

Of conferring the degrees. at sight, he says: 
"September 7th, I exercised the prerogative of .a Grand Master by con

ferring the degrees at sight on Samuel B. Ruey, a res ident of Philadelphia. 
While some jurisdictions deny this right to the Grand Master, Pennsylvan ia 
has adhered tenaciously to the Ancient Lalldll1ark, and there have been but 
few of our Grand Masters who have not observed it at least once. We do 
it for the purpose of keeping the custom green in the minds of the brethren, 
and lest it became forgotten amI fall into decay by rcasoll of disuse. The 
Gra nd Master always endeavors to select a candidate worthy of the honor 
conferred,-one who conforms physically, mentally, and morally to the re
quirements of the craft." 

The following is too good to omit: 

"I refused to lay two corner-stones. One was that of a private school 
which could not be considered in any sense a public building. The other 
was that of a church, the authorities of which stated they wished the GI'and 
Officers to perform the ceremony, because if it were known tltey would do 
so a large assemblage wQuld be attracted, in which they desired to circulate 
a subscription paper, hoping to secure enough pledges to pay the church 
debt. If they had thought any other society would have attracted a larger 
crowd than the masons they would have extended the invitation to them, 
as it was the crowd they wanted and they did not care how they ob
tained it. I refused to have anything to do with it, as we do not knowingly 
allow ourselves to be IIse,1 as advertising agents. They talked too much and 
spoiled their case, as men have often done before them." 

'We enjoy this all the more, because we now have reason to believe that 
we have unwittingly aided in doing what he escaped, by laying a cornel' 
stone when the real object of giving the in vitation was to draw a crowd. 

He had been several times requested to grant a dispensat ion to bury a non
aftiliatf1. If the party was a non:affiliate for unmasonic reasons, he refused 
it: if by accident or necessity, he granted it : in one case, in which a member 
had been suspended for non-payment of dues and bad paid them, but had 
died while his petition for affiliation was pending, he granted it. 
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The-following decision is in accord with views already expressed in this 
report: 

" Having been informed that a longe, whose by-·laws specified that the 
regnlar meetings shoulLl be held at seven o'clock, h\ld opened the lodge, on 
a regular night of meet ing, at half past five o'clock, I notified the Worship-· 
ful Master tlutt all business transacted before seven o'clock must be consid
ered as having been transacted at a special meeting. As candidates can only 
be balloted for at a regular meeting, the approval of two prior to seven 
o'clock was irregular, and th e subsequent action of the lodge in initiating 
them was unlawful and void." 

Under the head of "Using Masonry for base purposes," he says: 

"I received a printed circular letter issned by a Master Mason. It had 
been sent to masons in his county, and stated that he waR a candidate for 
office and sol icited their votes on the ground that he was a mason, and by 
voting for him they would be aiding a brother. Receiving it on the day of 
the election, it was too late to take steps to counteract any benefit which 
might accrue to the sellder, but I wrote him a letter which I do not think 
he will show to his friends or leave where his executors will find it. That 
it might have some degree of publicity among the fraternity I sent it through 
the District Deputy Grand Ma.~ter, and that the rebuke may not be entirely 
lost to posterity a copy is preserved in the Grand Master's office. I gave 
him my best wishes for his defeat, -which I am happy to say was his fate, 
and am informed that his circular did not a little to work his discomfiture, 
as it excited feelings of indignation and revulsion even amollg his political 
friends. He should consider himself fortunate in escaping with a reprimand, 
for a clearer case for charges was never presented, and expulsion was never 
more richly deserved. 

"At the threshold of Freemasonry we state that we do not seek it through 
mercenary motives, but the frailty of human nature is so strong in some of 
us that we belie that assertion. In a fraternity as large as ours we cannot 
wonder at this fact; we can only deplore it. 

"The use of masonic signs or emblems for business purposes, or trading 
npon Freemasonry in any way, is not only a violation of our masonic law, 
but is generally condemned by masonic sentiment. I a m glad to say it is 
an offence which is not prevalent in Pennsylvania, and no case as flagrant 
as the foregoing ever came under my notice." 

One of the first lessons, that a mason should learn and never forget or dis
regard , is that he must not carry his politics into Masonry nor his Masonry 

into politics. 
The Report on Correspondence (188 pp.) was prepared by Bro. MICHAEL 

A RNOLl), with the exception of the review of three jnrisdictions. 

Of Bro. VAUX, the committee justly say: 
"From the many expressions of sympathy that have come to us from all 

over the masonic world, accompanied by many beautiful tributes to his 
talents and his worth, WI!' feel that the loss is not all our own, that others 
miss him as well as we. Differences of opinion which existed between him 
and his contemporaries, if not fOl'gotten, are credited to his honesty of pur
pose, and from every hand come sincere manifestations of sorrow at hiR 
loss. For these kind words we return our thanks. 

"T'he best tribute which we of P elll1sylvania can pay to the memory of 
Richard Vaux is to practice the Masonry he taught and so firmly believed in 
and upheld; the Masonry which has corne down to us from' the aforetime,' 
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which resists all attempt at modern improvement, and which does not seek 
to adapt itself to nineteenth century ideas of what Masonry should be." 

An examination of th is report shows that Bro. ARNOLD will well sustain 

the reputation which th is Grand Lo(lge has acquired by the labors of his 

illustrious predecessor. 
Will he allow us to suggest that he have his printer, by a difference in 

type; by "leading," or some other method which printers understand, make 

a distinction between extrac.ts and original matter. From experience, we 
are able to- say, that the change will contribute to the ease of reading them. 

He copies the decisiOlis of Grand Master BURBANK: the first (that the 

use of robes is not permissible) he approves, but adds, "bnt tell it not iu 

New York, New Jersey or some other places." 

He says further: 
"We concur with decision No.2. In short phrase it means deliver us 

from evil ; but No.3 would lead us into temptation. " 

Of No.4, he says: 

" This decision approves itself. It leads us to consider what is meant by 
consent, or waiver of jurisdiction, as it is sometimes called. With us the 
' inquiry is not whether consent shall be given or jurisdiction waived, but 
whether there is any masonic objection to the petitioner; that is, whether 
his character and standing in the· community in which he resides is such as . 
to make him fit to be made a mason. In short, would the lodge at his place 
of residence approve him? As to consent or waiver, we hold thilt a lodge 
cannot refuse it if the petitioner is worthy." . 

Our law requires a candidate to apply to the lodge nearest his residence. 

but allows him, with the consent of that lodge, to apply to another lodge. 

The reason is that in almost all cases the neilrest lodge has the best means 
of knowing whether the candidate is fit to be made a mason 01' not, and as 

the final test of that fitness is the ballot after due inquiry, whell he petitions 
that lodge, it is held that that lodge can inform another lodge as to his fit

ness only in the same manner. This is what is meant by waiving jurisdic

tion, and the only question properly involved is, "Is the petitioner worthy ? " 

We quote further: 

" The Grand Master of Hhode Island sent to the Grand Master of Maine 
the complaint of St. Johns's Lodge, of Rhode Island, against Crescent 
Lodge, of Maine, for refusing to refund to the former the expenses incurred 
in caring for a member of the latter luclge. This is a new obligation in :Free
masonry. Crescent Lodge denied its liability, and properly too, as it seems 
to us. 

"The Most Worshipful Grand Master suggests four thoughts for the con
sideration of the brethren, all of them so good that we repeat them. They 
are temperance, avoiding quarrels and slander, profan ity, and the cardinal 
duties of citizensh ip without disloyalty to society, the state and the nation." 

In his remarks on the last paragraph, he says: 

" As to profanity, or, in legal phrase, blasphemy, it is a crime. Taking 
the name of the Deity or the persons of the Holy Trinity in 'vain is made a 
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penal offence in all civilized countries. But an occasional invective, tend
ing to show the earnestness of the speaker, but without taking the name of 
his Creator in vain, is difficult to repress, and, as our dear Bro. Vaux used 
to say, is not swearing at all, but emphasizing. We presume the Grand 
Master does nbt use a great big D,-that is, hardly ever. As for slanderers, 
Paul Prys, and Peepin.g Toms, they are abominable." 

8top witb the" big D" and you have it right, Bro. ARNOLD. 

He quotes from our anniversary proceedings, and among other things 

says: 

" Grand Master Hiram Cbase was the son of Timothy Chase, who was 
also a Grand Master of Maine. Thus honors descend upon worthy sons. 
In this jurisdiction we have had two Grand Masters, father and son, by the 
name of Michael Nisbet, and two others named Samuel H. Perkins, and 
Samuel C. Perkins." 

* * * * * * * * * 
" He protests against and vigoronsly denounces the practice of conferring 

the degrees npon 'classes of candidates,' aml calls it an innovation and vio
lation of the spirit of the ritual. This does our heart good. We hope be 
may live to stamp out this practice." 

* * * * * * * * * 
" This is Freemasonry. All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy. 

Perhaps if, when Masonry was originated, the word club had been in use, 
lodges, instead of being called a name which signifies an arbor or bower, 
where the masons met, might have beeH called clubs. The selection of 
members was required to be unanimous, so as to avoid unpleasant associates. 
The obligation was to. seal the vows. This was the work or labor of the 
lodge. Then fol lowed refreshments, avoiding intemperance and excess." 

Referrillg to our remarks in relation to the claim recently made that the 
Grand Lodge dates its existence to 1732, he says: 

"This is a new description of our action. All we claim, and the claim is 
just, is that there was a Grand Lodge in Pennsylvania in 1732 (and perhaps 
earlier), and that Cbief Justice Allen and Benjamin :Franklin were Grand 
Masters of it. That is all. Succession ratber than qescent is l.he proper 
way to state our claim. " 

Yes; bllt sllccession in point of time, but in no other manner. And we 

submit that the expression" this Grand Lodge * * in the one hundred 

and sixty-five years of its existence" is so incorrect aR to be misleading. 

Replying to us in relation to business qualifications, he says: 

"To the question implicitly put, we answer, emphatically, No! But to 
, catTy 011 a hOllse of prostitution' is not a business. It is a crime. Was it 
a breach of the moral law to keep the inn at which the Good Samaritan left 
tbe wounded wayfarer? Perhaps we agree ill our contempt· for obnoxious 
persons, no matter what their business may be. The statisticR show that all 
professions and businesses furnish occupants, of our prisons." 

Yes, it is a crime, but nevertheless a "business "-a business made a 
crime by statute law, but equally disqualifying for Masonry before it was 

made so, as since. 'Vb ether being engaged in a particular husiness is a dis

qualification for Masonry, depends primarily upon its character, and not 

, 
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upon the statute law, although a mason cannot properly engage in a business 
forbidden by the statute, even if it be not immoral. Keeping an inn is not 
necessarily keeping a liquor shop. 

He says that we agree in relation to perpetual jurisdiction: not fully: he 
holds the doctrine to be a landmark, while we hold . it to be 1t regulation 
which the Grand Lodge can" alter for the real good of the ancient frater

nity. " 
From the followin g we find that the law of physical qnaliLication in 1'enll

sylvania is limited to the fi rst degree: 

"Concerning the question raised by the decision of Grand Master Pettns, 
of Alabama, that a one-armed man may be elected and installed Master of 
a lodge, there seems to be a mistake in the prem ises. The difference 
between them is the difference between making a mason and advancing him. 
He is made a mason when he is initiated as an Entered Apprentice. If by 
an accident he is maimed he may still be advanced." . 

-----------@-----------
We are greatly shocked to learn of the' sudden death on May seventh, 

(the last day of the sessioll of our Grand Lodge) of Grand Secretary MICllAEL 
NISBET. Born in 1829, made a mason ill 1851, a member of the Grand 
Lodge in 1856; on Committee on :Finance from 1858 t<;l It177; in each of the 
chairs in the Grand Lodge two years, and one year Deputy Grand Master ; 
going from the Grand East in 1880 to the office of Grand Secretary, and 
serving there till his death, he gave over forty years of actjve service to the 
craft, honoring every position that he was called upon to fill. 

We again join in the sorrow of our brethren of Pensylvania, with a keen 
sellse of personal loss by the death of this beloved brother. 

PlUNGE EDWARD ISLAND, 1805. 

An emergerit communication was held March 21, 1805, to dedicate the 

hall of St. John and Victoria J,odges. The ceremonies seem to have been 
public. An excellent address was delivered by Rev. Bro. G. M. CAMl'B I,LL. 

The Grand Master (THOMAS A. McLEAN,) gives a detailed account of his 
visitations of the lodges, and adds: 

" This concludes the visitation of every lodge in tho jurisd iction. I can 
truly say that M!.I:sonry throughout the Island has taken an additional step 
in the march of progress, amI that the official and fraternal visitation of the 
officers tends to awaken an additional interest in t.he orrler; and I feel that 
my time in traveling from one end of the jurisdiction to the other bas been 
well spent if, by so doing, light has been given to any of the bretbren . I 
must here re/Dark that some of the lodge members in our jurisdiction require 
more constitutional Iif:ht in I'e lodge funds. They hold the opinion that 
these funds are theirs to do with them what they will. This is erroneous! 
A lodge fund is held sacred, except for legitimate expenses." 
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The Grand Lecturer (DUNCAN McLI> Ar<) had visited every lodge, and he 
says : 

"The work in the different lodges, in which degree work was seen, shows 
an improvement over that of a few years ago, and the oflicers generally are 
anxious that the degrees be given in a n intelligent manner." 

The work was exemplified : the Granrl Lodge of New Zealand recognized; 
and the usual routine husiness transacted. 

The following was presented and referred to the Committee on Jurispru
dence: 

" Wh ereas, In cases where a candidate for Masonry applies to a lodge 
other-than the one having jurisd icLi on, and is rejected : 

" B e it therefore Resolved, That any such candidate may again apply de 
novo to the lodge having jurisdiction as if such rejection has never taken 
place, and without waiting the prescribed twelve months. 

"Second. That lodges receiving petitions should make diligent enquiries 
and should consult the neighboring lodges in all cases of possible dOllbt." 

The committee reported that the resolution was in conflict with the by
laws of the Grand J.odge, but on motion to that effect, this section was 
struck out of the report by the Grand Lodge. 

The followin g, from tile report of the Committee on the Grand Master's 
address, was also" ordered to be struck out": 

" We endorse the sentiments of the Grand Master ill reference to the use 
of lodge funds, that they should not bl) used for other than masonic pur
poses. " 

Whether this action is understood to affirm the contrary, or to be limited 
to a mere refusal to approve the proposition struck out, we do not know. 

No Re~ort on Correspondence. 

QUEBEC, 1896. 

The Grand Lodge, open as such, laid the corner stone of a church, Past 
Grand Master JOHN P. Non:s presiding. He delivered an appropriate ad
dress The" l'ublic Grand Honors" were given. The occasion was one 
of much interest. 

In his able address, the Grand Master (FREDI»U CK M,\ sSI>Y) says: 
" The most superficial observer of Freemasonry cannot be otherwise than 

forcibly impressed with the great advances our Order is making'throughout 
the dominion, and especially in thiS, our Province of Quebec. 

"At no time in our history have we been so progressive, and so adhesive, 
both as individual masons and as subordinate lodges, composing our Grand 
Lodge of Quebec. " 

* * * * * * * * * 
" I deem it my duty to the craft to again refer, as Grand Master, to the 

oft repeated statement, that we are in no sense a political organization. 
We have no sympathy with resistance to recognized authority, either of 
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-church or state. No true mason can ever join with others in conspmng 
against, or in opposition to, either the laws of G<Jd or man, and while we 
insist on belief in the existence of a Supreme Being, and of loyalty, either 
to our adopted country, or to our beloved Sovereign, we hold in utter con
tempt, anyone transgressing, in any sense, the principles just referred to, 
and no words of mind can possibly he strong enough to characterize in 
sufficiently 'scat.hing terms, such a publication as was recently published in 
this province, referred to so fully hy the press of this city, and which I am . 
glad to say has been withdrawll, as far as government recognition is con
cerned." 

We have no knowledge of the publication referred to, but the views of 

the Grand Master are mauifestly correct, and he expresses them in vigorous 

words. 
Of the matter, which has disturbed the peace of the masonic world for 

twenty-five years, he says: 

" As far as our foreign relations are concerned they remain very much as 
heretofore, the lodges having jurisdiction under the Grand Lodge of Eng
land, being still in existence in this City of Montreal. There are not want
ing, in my opinion, signs that these lodges will possibly in the near future 
consider seriously benetits wbich wonld accrue to them from being in much 
closer contact to their Grand Body than they are at present. 

" Without going closely into this question, which has been so fnlly dis
cussed heretofore, I dismiss the subject with the remark that it is to be 
hoped that ere long lodges referred to will recognize it as their duty to re
lieve the Grand Lodge of England from the somewhat, no doubt to them,
embarrassing position of still allowing lodg'es to work under English charters 
in this Province of Quehec; a position which, undoubtedly, no Grand Lodge 
cares to maintain, and one which has now become so solitary as to be 
marked among the Grand Lodges of the Masonic World." 

Some lodges in this jllrisdiction, under the constitution of this Grand 

Lodge, have a by-law which requires two black balls to reject, al;d two de

cisions of the Grand Master grew out of it: 

1. That the continued objection of one member docs Hot prevent the 

initiation of elected candidates. 

2. That the Wardens have the right to count the lllllnber of balls thrown 

and the members present, and, if the fonner exceeds the latter, to call the 

Master's attention to the fact. Of courso, that would make the ballot void. 
These are necessary consequences of suoh a by-law. 

Of the library, Grand Secretary ISAACSON says: 
"Our Grand Lodge Library continues to make but slow progress. I am 

now, however, in the hope that as it is provided with fitting locality aBd 
appliances, more lively interest will be taken in its prosperity, and I 
believe that desirable object will be attained if Grand Lodge sets the ex
ample by annually voting an amount to be expended in the purcbase of 
masonic literature under prudent judgment and careful supen' isioll. 

"It will be remembered that at the last annual communication of Grand 
Lodge, M. W. Bro. J. P. Noyes adv ised that a reprint of the Proceedings 
of Grand Lodge for certain years should be made, frolll time to time, as cir
cumstances would permit. I find on looking over the stock on band that 
the supplies for the years 1869, 1870, 1871, 1875, 1877, 1878, 1879, 1880, 
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1882, 1883 and 1884 are nearly altogether exhausted. I would advise there
fore, that acting on the suggestion, tbe Proceedings of the three first named 
years be reprinted, say 250 copies. 

No action was taken upon his proposition for reprinting the Proceedings. 

A revised Constitution was presented and adopted, with but one amend
ment-to establish the office of Graud Registrar. 

An excellent discourse on "Masonry and Heligion " was delivered by the 

Grand Chaplain, Bro. H. W. HEWTON. 

The" Committee on State of Masonry" says: 

"We congriLtulate Grand LoJge on tbe satisfactory cond ition of its affairs 
generally, the solid progress made numerieallyalld financially, and on the 
harmony that exists throughout its borders. We have had during the yeiLr 
a large augmentation of new material added to onr ranks, which has been 
offset to iLn unusual extent by withdrawals and suspensions; the latter, no 
doubt, may be accounted for oy the stringency of the times, and we have 
no doubt that with the dawn of an era of prosperity, many of the wander
ers of both classes will return to the fold. Under these circumstances it is 
still more pleasing to note that a fair increase in mem bersh ip is recorded." 

The Grand Lodge took important action in a case that has caused much dis

cussion and disturbance. An E. A. was suspended for unmasonic conduct; 

the year before the matter was presented to the Grand Lodge, which came 

to the conclusion that the brother had been sufficiently punished and re

quested the lodge to restore him: this the lodge declined to do, and it was 

evident that it was not likely to do so. In the meantime, the party had r e

moved from the jurisdiction of the lodge. The Grand Lodge adopted the 

report of a committee, concluding as follows: 

" Your committee, therefore, recommend that Grand J.odge do grant the 
prayer of Bro. Kerr's petition, with the proviso that his restoration shall uot 
return him into membership with Browne Lodge; thiLl Bro. Kerr be declared 
to be restored to his privileges as iLn Entered Apprentice Mason unaffiliated; 
and that the Gmnd Secretary be instructed to gmnt him a certificate thereof, 
iLnd that such certilicat.e shall tiLke the place of iL regular dimit for the pur
pose of allowing him to iLpply for affil iat ion with iLny lodge within this juris
diction, without, however, relieving iLny lodge to which he shall so apply 
from the necessity of complying strictly with the requirements of the con
stitution and making full enqu iry as to his generiLl character and reputatiori 
before passing upon any such application for affi liat ion ; and if sneh enqniry 
be satisfactory ami the brother be then admitted into membership in any 
lodge in this jurisdiction, such lodge shiLll have tbe right to advance him 
ullder the requirements of the Order to the further degrees." 

The Heport on Correspondence (128 pp.) was again presented by Bro. E. 

T. D. C HAMBI>RS. 

We are greatly grieved to read the following, and tender him onr sympathy: 

"During the last yeiLl", a long and severe illness, and the sickness and 
deiLth of a beloved son, have interfered somewhat with the system hereto
fore pursued by the writer ill the preparation and selection of material for 
the present review. Every report of a Sister Grand Lodge thiLt has reached 
him has, however, received careful examination, and such notice as the con-

App. 12 G. L. 
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tents appeared to demand, except when it became necesssary to limit it by 
the space at his disposal. " 

In his introduction, he very ably discusses several matters. 

Referring to the invitation of Italian masons to those of other countries 
to join with them in celebrating the twenty-fifth a nniversary of "the de
liverance of her Capital" from the temporal power of the Pope, he well says 
that Masonry call legitimately have no part in such a matter. But he says: 

"Successive Popes have banned Freemasonry, attempting to punish the 
Masonry of Britain and America that they know nothing of, and that never 
did them or thought of doing them any harm, for th e misguided actions of 
Grand Urients and Symbolic Grand Lodges that it repudiates, which baving 
departed from the spirit and teach ings of :Freemasonry, h:we embroiled 
themselves in political and religious feuds, diametrically opposed to the 
teacbings of the Order." 

We do not understand that the bau was put 011 for that cause. We under
stand that it is based upon our obliyation8 oj secrecy, the position being that 
a Catholic can have no secrets, which he is not allowed to disclose to his 
spiritual teacher. 

From his report we learn that the Grand Mastel' undoubtedly referred to 
an anti-masonic novel published in Canada, of which Bro. CUAMBIlI!S, says: 

"Little surprise as may be occasioned by these representations, amongst 
those acquainted with the methods aud tenets of anti-masonic ignorance and 
fanatic ism, it will not be without some wonderment, we believe, that the 
facts will go forth, that the government of the Province of Quebec has pur
chased some hundreds of copies of this book for distribution as prizes to the 
children of tbe public schools"! 

As a rule we do not notice such things, because we hold that contemptuous 
silence is the last thing their authors want, and that they exult over notoriety, 
which advertises them to the world. We depart frolll that rule in this case 
in consequence of the action of the govel'llment of the province, which, how
ever, as we understand from the Grand Master's address, has since been re
scinded. 

He quotes with words of approbation the closing portion of Grand Master 
BURBANK'S address last year. 

\ 

Having discussed the more important questions in his Introduction, his 
review of the Proceedings is closely confined to an abstract. We cougrat
ulate him upon his election as Deputy Grand Master-an honor fittingly 
bestowed. 

RHODE ISLAND, 1895. 

The Grand LtJdge laid the corner stone of a church in Providence, Octo
ber 9, 1894. The Governor was present, and assi~ted the Grand Master as 
Pro. Grand Master. The brief addresses on the occasion were of a high 
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order of excellence, that of Gov. BROWN being of au em inently practical 

character. A pleasing incident was the presentation to the Grand Master 

and to the Governor, by the Trustees, of trowels, each suitably inscribed. 

The Grand Master (ELIS:IA H. HlloDl';s) delivered a concise, business-like 

address, contain ing little of ~elleral interest. He had made twenty-nine 
visits to lodges, making eighty-two in all, during the two years of his admin

istl:ation. 

The District Deputies make general reports, which indicate the continued 

prevalence of the usual sound prosperity in this jurisdiction. 

Th~ Grand Lecturer highly commends a practice prevailing in some lodges, 

of dividing the lectures into p>uts, and officers, other than the Master, and 

members, each delivering a specified part. We can speak of the beneficial 

results of this method from experience. In our lodge, in our working days, 

it was the custom for the Master to call upon one member after another to 

assist in giving the lecture, frequently designatin~ two Illembers to " pass" 

a part of a lecture and then two others to pass another part. Of course, he 

limited his designations to those who had prepared themselves. 

Bro. HENRI' 'V. RUGG delivered an exce llent etllogy upon Bro. SAMUEl, 
G. STINESS, who had died during the year, deservedly honored in life and 

sincerely mourned in death. 

Bro. HOGG, also, ' for the Committee on Correspondence, presented a re

port upon the Mississippi proposition, from which we take the following: 

" As regards the rules enacted by the Grand Lodge of Mississippi, and 
now brought under review, much difference of opinion prevails upon the 
questions interwoven therewith. The first of the proposed rules pertains to 
jurisdiction over rejected petitioners who sball have taken up their reSIdence 
within the territory of another Grand Lodge. How long shall a rejection 
within the Grand Lodge jurisdiction be regarded as a disqualification in 
another jurisdiction where tbe petitioner hflli taken up his residence? How 
shall the disqualification be removed ? Under a strict construction of the 
rule of perpetual jurisdiction a rejection of a petitioner operates as a bar 
against any other lodge, at any time, receiving and acting npon the applica
tion of such a petitioner, unless the petition of th e rejecting lodge be first 
obtained. The old masonic rule was rigid in this respect. The equities in
volved seem to favor a less permanent disqualification. Many Grand Lodges 
in recent years have legislated upon this subject, and have fixed a limit of 
jurisdiction, giving an absolute release over reject;ed applicants, resid ing in 
other Grand Lodge territory, after a term of one, two, tbree, five or 
seven years. Tbe first nallled period, as named in the Mississippi plan, 
seems too brief, inviting as it might the removal of candidates froll1 one jnris
diction to anotber for the purpose of obtaining the degrees; the last named 
limit appears rather 101lg. Perbaps three or live years would be an ample 
tillle. " 

We take the following from tbe report of the" Commissioners on Trials." 
"That upon leaming of his detection, said Joseph N. Griffin withdrew 

from the state; and that, after all means required by the COllstitution and 
General Hegulations of tbis M. W. Grand Lodge had been exhausted, to 
notify him of the time and place ass igned for his trial, and he failing to 
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appear, counsel was assigned for his defence, and in his absence he was 
tried and sentenced to expulsion as above; and that no appeal was taken 
therefrom. " 

The Grand JJorlge confirmed the action of the lodge. This case is another 
illustration of the fact that Masollry cannot adopt the doctrine of the civil 
law, that no one can be put on trial for an offence without previous notice; 
cases aritie in which the giving of notice is impossible, a nd while in such 
case tbe civil law allows the guilty party to escape, Masonry cannot do so. 

We are glad to note that the committee are making progress in the re·, 
print of the Proceedings. Th e first volume is an exceedingly valuable con
tribution to masonic literature, and the second can be hardly less so, 

The committee announced the completion of the "Memorial Volume," 
and of it well say: 

"They believe it to be the most complete work of its kind ever produced, 
and that it will compare favorably with any similar production issued by 
any Grand Lodge in the Uniterl States." 

A copy has been sent to our Grand Lodge, and we regard it as one of 
the most valuable books in the library, 

A special communication was held to constitute St. Andrew's Lodge. 
Bro RUGU delivered a very valuable historical and doctrinal address. 

No Report on Correspondence, 

SOUTH CAROLINA, 1895. 

These Proceedings give us a bundant evidence of the growing prosperity 
of Masonry in this jurisdiction. The Mayor of Charleston, a l'ast District 
Deputy Grand Mastel', welcomed the Grand Lodge, a nd the Grand Master 
responded. The resident masons tendered an invitation for a steamboat 
ride, and the ladies tendered one to a concert in aid of th e J efferson Davis 
monument at Richmond, Va.; both invitations were accepted, 

The Grand Mastel' (CLAU DE E. SA WY ER, who is oUl'representative), in his 
address, made some very vigorous and forcible talk, that gave the dry bones 
quite a shaking up, which evidently had a very healthy influence, alth,ough 
the Grand Lodge voted down quite a number of hiS recommendations. 

Of the cOlldition of the craft, be says: 
"Masonry is improving in South Ca.rolina. It is not growing very 

rapidly in numbers, but taken as a whole the character and tone is tending 
upward, and I am sure this much will gratify you." 

I-Ie says that the District Deputy system has proved an utter failure in 
that state; undoubtedly, and for the reason that only an incomplete and 
imperfect part of the system has been adopted. However, the Grand Lodge 
held on to it, and we hope that the Grand Lodge will soon reach such a 
financial condition, as to enable it to require each Deputy to visit every 
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lodge in his d istrict amI pay his expenses. If it does not then become a 

grand success, it will be because competent men for the office cannot be 

found. 

He thinks that one reason fo r the fa lling off in the number of masons in 

that state is shown in the following : 

" It is a sad commentary on our ancient and honorable institution , founded 
upon friendship, morality and brotherly love, whose purpose is to encourage 
the search for trLlth through the medium of the first and deepest of all 
sc iences, that it should have for its principal officers , meu who have pushed 
themselves forward till they have reached the highest places in their lodges, 
and yet , do not underst.and the simplest rudiments of the science which th ey 
undertake to teach. " 

* * ~ * * * * * * 
" Most of our breth ren hrwe learned that more impor tance is placed on 

fin gers and toes than heart and bra ins; they are learning tha t a whole
hearted man, with th e first join t of his little toe of the left foot want ing, 
cannot be made a mason, while a half-hearted man with five toes can be 
welcomed in to our ranks, even though he have an unpolished bra in also. " 

He thinks that another reason is the disregard of the qualification which 

MA CKEY deemed so important, that he printed it in Italics: 

" He must likewise have an estate, office, trade, occupation, or some 
vis ible way of acquiring an honest livelihood and working in his craft, as 
becomes the members of this ancient aud honorable fraternity. Freemasons 
must not only earn what is sufficient for themselves and families, but like
wise something to spare fo r works of charity , and for supporting the ancient 
grandenr and digni ty of the mystic craft." 

He gives as a third reason: 

" I also find a tendency in many lodges to rush as many through the 
E ast as possible. This is wrong again. 1 know of many lodges tha t were 
built up and kept flourishing by the efforts of one intelligent, energetic true 
mason, possessed of th at ra re qualification of a presiding officer-executive 
ability coupled with a judical mind. When a lodge is flourishing under a 
Master he should not be removed till a man is found who is, at least, as 
good all offi cer as himself. The office of Worshipful Master was never in
tended to confer honors upon men, but to benefit the craft. He who bene
fi ts the craft is honored by the title of P. M., but he who has passed through 
tbe chair and left tbe lodge in a worse condition than he found it, is dis
honored by having made himself ridiculous from incapacity , or undeserving 
for lack of qualifying himself when competent." 

He discusses the question of physical qualifications, and we woultl like to 

copy all he says, but must be content with the following : 

"It is my duty to enforce the law as I find it, and our Grand Lodge has 
gone so fa r on this question of phys ical qualification that I think it is time 
we should amend our cOllstitution. 1 have had to rule out men with one 
eye, the loss of the first joint of the lit.tle finger of the left hand, a little toe 
of the left foot, the first joint of two or three toes of the left foot. Brethren, 
, we learn to subdue the passions, act upon the square, k eep a tongue of 
good r eport , mainta in secrecy, and practice charity.' Can we not do all 
these things with oue eye? What bas fingers aud toes of the left hand and 
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feet to do with 'subduing our passions, acting upon the square, keeping a 
tongue of good report, and pract.icing charity.' 

"Article III says, the candidate' must be upright in body, not deformed or 
'dismembered at the time of making, but of hale and entire limbs, organs 
'and members, as a man ought to be.' Up to the ti1l1e I assumed the obli
gation of Grand Master, I felt a kind of pride in our rigid rule, but after the 
experience of one year, and having received the many inquiries as to the 
chances of men who were slightly maimed, who in every case were men of 
good moral standing, above the average in intelligence, and endowed with a 
competency, I have changed my mind. We are wrong. We have carried 
the construction of this Landmark too far." 

* * ¥ * * * * * * 
"Brethren, let us amend this article and let good, moral men, who can 

conform to all our ceremonies, and are otherwise qualified, come in. In 
1801 one of our sister Grand Lodges elected noS their Grand Master a man 
who was born with both feet badly deformed. I had the pleasure of meet
ing him in 188!), and a better mason I have never seen. IIad he lived in 
South Carolina he could never have been a mason." 

The committee reported upon this part of his address as follows: 

"In the matter of physical qualification the committee is of the opinion 
that physical perfection is based upon I"al1Llmarks of the Order. Our ancient 
constitutions required that a candidate should be hale and sound, not de
formed or disme1l1bered at the time of his making. The action of the Grand 
Lodge has been so uniform and decided on this question that we regard it 
unsafe to make any changes, and we recom mend that the custom of the 
Grand Lodge be rigidly adhere to." 

The report was adopted . 

We fraternally call the attention of the committee to the fact, that Article 

III of the law of the Grand J"odge, as qnoted by the Grand Master, is not 
only not in accord, bnt i8 actually in conjlict, with the landmark as contained 

in the A ncient Charges. To be satisfied of this, they have only to read the 

latter. They will not find in them any warrant for physical perfection. 

Of perpetnal jurisdiction, he says: 

" A man was rejected in Georgia, moved to South Carolina and desired 
to apply to a lodge here; according to 0111' construction of the law he could 
not. I advised the lodge to communicate with the Georgia Lodge and urge 
them to receive his application. They refused, but in a very warm, frater
nal resolution, waived all claim of jurisdiction over this material, and I 
advised the lodge to receive his application. I could see no other way out 
of the dilemma; we have our views, but we cannot force them npon Georgia. 
I trust that some amicable arrangements can be made that will be accept
able alike to all Umnd .Jurisdictions." 

This construction of the general law is certainly in accord with the con

struction of it in almost every jurisdiction in Wflich the doctrine prevails. 

The Grand Lodge, however, adopted the following: 

" The masonic law of this jl1l'isdiction, that a profane becomes the per
petnal materia l of the lodge to which he applies, rests on an unbroken line 
of dec isions, supported by Mackey's Jurispmclence, and the committee 
recommend should be ad hered to." 

True enough; but does that law prevent the waiver of jurisdiction in 
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favor of another lodge? Does not the law allow a lodge to waive jurisdic

tion over an accepted canaidate, or an E. A. or an F. C. ? In case the 

lodge ceases to exist, is the candidate perpetually barred? 

He suggested that every lodge have its history written, and expressed the 
hope that Mackey's History would soon be reprint€:d and brought out. This 

was heartily endorsed by the committee, as it will be by masons everywhere. 

The following is good tidings to all the craft, and we are prophet enough 

to predict confidently that growth and prosperity will follow the removal 

of the incubus of that debt: 

"The R. W. Grand Treasurer will lay his report before you, and show 
that the debt is rapidly growing smaller, and will, in a few years, be a thing 
of the past. 

" We will probably begin the next year with a bonded debt of only $8,000. 
Brethren, let us rejoice. " 

The following was adopted: 

"Articles 104 and 156 of the constitution provide that members who are 
twelve months in arrears shall be erased from the roll of the lodge, and shall 
not be eligible to office, or vote for officers. The committee recommend 
that the Masters of subordinate lodges enforce these proVIsions literally." 

We understand that notice must be previously given to the member, that 

he is in arrears, and then, if he does not respond, his name is erased from 
tbe roll without further ceremony. We have understood that erasure from 

the roll terminates his membership, and therefore do not understand why 

the add ition in regard to eligibility to office, or to voting is made. 
He advised the appointment of one member of the more important com

mittees, at the close of each session; he says: 

" Many questions of vital importance are referred to the Grand Master 
during the year. He takes time to read and study the question thoroughly, 
and after long and calm deliberation, decides the question. His decision is 
referred to a committee that does not have time to refer to all his authorities, 
far less study them; they decide in a hurried manner, and, in almost every 
instance in, which he is overruled he is right and the committee wrong." 

He might have added that more frequently an erroneous decision or ac

tion of the Grand Master is approved. 

We have found by experience in Maine that the proper dispatch of busi 
ness requii'es the appointment of Standing Committees at the close of each 

session, to hold their places until the close of the next annual communica

tion, even though before that they cease to be members of the Grand Lodge. 

The Grand Master submitted a supplementary address in relation to the 

work. A majol'ity and a minority report in reference to it we r'e presented. 

So much of tbe majority report as conflicted with the minority r&port was 
rejected and the remainder adopted: then part of the minority report was 

rejected and the remainder adopted. 

An amendment, increasing the number of Deputies, and one abolishing 
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the system, wer e presented and lie over one year. One great trouble with the 

present arrangement is that the districts a re too large-so large, in fact, t hat 

the labor of vis iting all the lodges in them is too much to require of one man. 

The object ion to increasing the number seems to be that it increases the ex· 

pense: but the time and travel necessary to visit a g iven number of lodges 

in large d istricts is much grl3:tte r than is nE;cessary to visit the same nnmber 

of lodges in small districts. 
The Report on Correspondence (110 pp. ) was presented by Bro. CnARLEs 

I NGLESBY . It was referred to the committee, who speak of it in deser vedly 

high terms. Of two important mat ters, the committee say: 

" We note wi th pl easure the very general consenSlIS of adverse opin ion, 
and also of act ion, of most, if not a ll , t he Grand Lodges that have taken up 
the proposition submitted by the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin to impose lodg(J 
liability to re-imbnrse Inasonic relief bestowed on its members, which corre
sponds wi th action already taken by this Grand Body. 

"We regret to find a d ifIerenceof opinion, and also a want of uniformity, 
in the action of many Grand Lodges on the question snbmitted by the Grand 
Lodge of Mississippi tonching the jurisdiction of material which has been 
once presented and rejected-our Grand Lodge regarding it as a fundamen
ta l principle, and imbedd ed in one of the An cient Landmarks of Masonry, 
has always adhered , and still ad heres, to the doctrin e of perpetual jnrisdic
t ion. " 

This report is nearly a ll written and contains but few extracts. There is 

much in it which we desire to notice, but there must be a limi t, as we are 

making our report longer than we had intended. 

In his review of Ma ine (1 89G) he Llms speaks of Grand Master B URBANK' S 

address : 

" We would be delighted, if t ime and space permi tted, to insert here the 
, Conclusion ' of this admirable address, remind ing t he craft as it eloquently 
does of some of the chief ends and a ims of our grand, old moral institution, 
which the brethren arc besought to take in to their ' own inner chamber of 
reflection, into the forum of individual conscience, and there answer, p.ach 
for himself, how far they concern his rela tion to the craft and the commu
nity .' " 

Of decis ions Nos. 1, 2 and 6, he says: 

" We are unable to agree entirely with these decisions. First, why {s it 
not permiss ible , in conferring degrees, for the officers to wear robes? The 
ritual represents high dignitaries and officia ls who certa inly wore robes, and 
very gorgeous robes. Om dissent from decis ioll s two and six is because we 
think that these mat ters a re properl.v lodge mattP.l'S which Grand Lodge 
should not inter fere with. The proper and temperate encouragement of the 
social features of Masonry is not done as an advertisement, and the lodge 
has the rIght , so far as its funds a re concerned, to expend them as it pleases 
for any masonic pmpose, without interference from Grand Lodge. As to 
decision number six , of course the balloting must be in the proper lodge 
room a t a regula r communication, etc. , so as to secure the unanimous con·· 
sent of all its members, but that having been done, it is everywhere consid
ered that the lodge can have the degrees conferred in some other lodge, even 
in an other Grand Lodge jurisdiction. The work will be the work of the orig-
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inal lodge. If this is so, then surely, if for any reason the lodge chooses to 
take the candidate to another lodge room in another town, no harm is done." 

1. The reason for the decision in relation to the use of robes is, that it 
would be contrary to the uniform and immemorial usage of the craft. 

2. Lodge funds are trust funds held for specific purposes, and if lodges 
undertake to squander them it is not on Jy the right but the duty of the Grand 
Lodge to interfere to prevent it. The facts in the particular case brought 
it within this rule. 

3. In consequence of some abuses, Ollr Grand Lodge enacted a Jaw upon 
which the decision was based. The permission of the Gmna Master was 
necessary. 

He does not think well of the practice in our Grand Lodge of not report
ing upon the decisions till the next year. One of his reasons fails: in this juris
diction the decision of the case by the Grand Master is final; the disap .. 
pro val of the rule upon which he acts does not affect the case decided; the 
decision of the Grand Lodge is only a rule for the future. It is tme that 
the committee does not meet in the recess, but each member examines the 
decisions for himself aft.er the Proceedings are published, and when the com
mittee meet on the morning of the next session they are ready to compare 
views and act. It would be practically impossible to make any examina
tion of authorities, and report at the same communication. Practically they 
are not" stale," because we have never known the same question to be asked 
two years in succession. We agree with Grand Mastel' SAWYER, that it is 
far the best method to have time enough to make such examination as will 
secure correct results. 

One of his points, however, is well taken: when a decision is modified, or 
in any way discussed, it i.q better to give the decision instead of merely refer
ring to it. 

In his review of our report, he says: 
" I!l reviewing South Carolina, Bro. Drummond notes that an emergent 

communication for laying a corner stone was opened in ample form on the first 
degree, the ceremonies performed and the Grand Lodge closed. He says : 
'As the distinction between the so-called" Ancients" and the old Grand 
Lodge masons was kept np in South Carolina longer than anywhere else, the 
fact that its Grand Lodge has performed these public ceremonies shows very 
conclusively that the" Allcients" practiced them, and supports our conclu
sion that the present usage in Pennsylvania is an innovation, and a depart
ure from the old usage in that state.' " 

And he adds: "In this Bro. DRUMMOND is not right." But we were: 
the term" Ancient" is, and has been, the term universally used to desig
nate those who called themselves" Ancient York Masons" : he simply mis
understood us, or rather he uses the term" Ancient" in a different sense 
from that in which it is used when we speak of the rival English Grand 
Lodges which united in 1813. He sustains most fully our position that the 

, I 
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present method of performin~: public masonic ceremonies is the sanle as USE'd 

by the Grand Lodge of Ancient York Masons, (or as usually termed the 

" Ancients ") in that jurisdiction. 

W e refer Bro. I~WLllS BY to the History of the Grand Lodge of South 

Carolina, in the Appendix to Yorston's edition of Gould's History. 

In response to our request for the reason of opening the lodge on the first 

degree for the installation of officers, he says: 

"The reason is, first, that our Ahiman Rezon so requ ires. The Ahiman, 
which as we have above explained, was written by Bro. Dalcho in 1807, and 
which we bclieve correctly preserves the customs, Ilsages, forms and cere
monies as handed down in the York Hite. Ita lex sCl·ipta est is the best 
answ;ar we can give. \Ye presume, that the reason of the law is that, we 
are taught that Grand Masters existed long before Grand Lodges were ever 
heard of, and when th e craft ma inly consisted of Entered Apprentice 
masons. The first Graml Lodge was the Grand Lodge of England, organized 
in 1717, and up to that t ime lodges did all the ir work and transacted all 
their business in the E. A. degree. Ollr Ahilllan preserve~ this anc ient tra
dition. ]'ract ically, it permits every brother mason to be present at and 
participate in the inst~Lllation of his Grand Master. Of course the K A. anll 
j? C. 's, are brother masons." 

Since the Baltilliore Convention of 184 :~ most. GnI.nd Lodges require all 

business to be done ill a Master's lodge, and this l"L\l e is generally applied to 

installations. 

'Ve congratulated the craft in his state upon the election of our repre

sentative ftS Grand Mftster, and now he congratulates us in Maine that we 

have such a representative; w(\ apprec iate this even more than we did last 
year. 

SOUTH DAKOTA, 1895. 

The Grand Master (Wrr.Lr.of C. A LLEN) takes the cor rect view: 

"In the past wise counsels have prevailed, consel"l'atisLlI has been the rule ; 
let us see to it, my brethren, that the well-trodden paths of those gone before 
be not abandoned for new and untried waYR. 

" Upon our past we can look with pride; let our future be as glorious in 
in its fuifllllllents. 

" We are ftlllong those who bel ieve that Freelllftsonry has ft past; that it 
is not a n institution in embryo which needs our constant efforts to improve 
it. Therefore, in the matters which shall cOllie before us let us act with 
that intelligence and consistency which has ever characterized our prede
cessors. " 

And of the state of the craft, he says: 

"With few exceptions, the part icular lodges are in a prosperous condition. 
Although our grand state has suffered severe reverses during the year, from 
ftU a lmost totrd failure of crops which caused very general bus in es~ depres
s ions, our lodges, by reason of the wise com se of economy always followed, 
have not been rnateriltlly injured thereby, and I am pleased to be able to re
port what is under such circumstftnces a flattering increase in membership." 
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As long as his Grand Lodge proceeds upon the principles he enunciated, it 
keeps itself in a condition which will secnre the continuance of growth and 
prosperity. 

Difficulties had previously arisen in the oldest lodge, and resulted, as has 
sometimes happened elsewhere, in the rejection of all candidates proposed. 
As a rtlmedy, the Grand Mastel' granted a rlispensation for a new lodge. It 
worked harmoniously, conferring the first degree on nine candidates, and 
the second degree on seven. The majority of the committee reported in 
favor of continuing the dispensation and refusing a charter; the minority 
favored granting the charter as the best means of restoring harmony, and 
believing that as the two lodges had a population of over 15,000 to draw 
from, they could be well supported: their views were adopted by the Grand 
Lodge. In cases somewhat similar in other jlll'isdictions, in which the dis
cordant element was small, the charter has been withdrawn and re-issued 
to the part of the memhers who seemed to be endeavoring to act in accord
ance with masonic principles. 

He recommended the abolition of affiliation fees, 011 the ground that it is 
not right to require brethren to pay for the privilege of becoming contribu
ting members. There is no doubt that modern legislation has given ground 
for the prevailing idea that lodge membership is a burden which it is the 
duty of masons to sustain, instead of the old doctrine, that it is a benefit 
which it is the p1'ivilege of masons to share. His recommendation was 
adopted. 

Grand Mastel' ALLEN had evidently been an active and efficient Grand 
Master. His portrait, as well as that of Past Grand Master TH03tAS H. 
BROWN, are given in the Proceedings. 

We are greatly pleased to nottl the rapid growth and tine condition of the 
Grand Lodge Library. 

An amendment to the constitution was adopted, which changes the com
position of the Grand Lodge, but. it is understood that it does not affect the 
membership of anyone now a permanent member. But hereafter Deputy 
Grand Masters and Graud Wardens do not become permanent members. 
We greatly regret this change; first, because it is an innovation upon the 
system that has existed ever since Grand Lodges were created, anrl which pre
vails still almost universally: and second, because it is a decided change for 
worse, as a comparison with the Grand Bodies of other Orders, from which 
the promoters of the change eviden tty got the idea, abuudantly shows. It 

is also based upon another idea-that the functions of a Graud Lodge are 
legislative only, anrl, therefore, should be solely a popular bo~y corresponding 
to the House of Representatives of a State. It is true that it is a legislative 
body, but one which combines both the Senate ano the House of our civil 
form of government, and experience has shown that the blending of these 
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two bodies in one g'ives us the safest and wisest legislative machine: but the 
Grand Lodge is the highest judicial tribunal of the Order, and to make it 
up wholly or almost wholly of those who are just beginniug to learn to ad·, 
minister masonic affairs, is, to say the least, exceedingly unwise, and con
trary to what would be done in any other matters of important business. 

The Master and Wardens of lodges are chosen with the view of admin
istering the aff~tirs of the lodge, and as a rule, hold office but a short time ; 
so short indeed that it is a very general complaint that the frequent changes 
in these offices are one great cause of the lack of growth and prosperity of 
the craft. To set aside brethren of experience and the wisdom gained 
thereby, and make the very beginners not only our legislators, but also our 
judges of masonic law, would be simply laughable, were it not so serious a 
matter. A permanent membership accord ing to the Old Regulations, and 
the representatives of lorlges make up a. Grand Lodge with snch mutual 
checks and balances as to make it, ill our judgment, the safest possible body 
for administering the affairs of our great Institution. We are very earneHt, 
because, since the advent of other Orders, we have' noticed ~ tendency to 
imitate them in " popularizing" Masonry at the expense of weakening the 
ability of the Grand Bodies for the proprr performance of the important 
duties entrusted to them. 

The Grand Master had the Grand Representatives presented and addressert 
them in fraternal and appreciative words, to which Bm. 'VILLI A'" BLArT 
for himself and his associates, fittingly replied. 

Measures were taken looking to the combination of the Grand Chapter 
and Grand Commandery Libraries with that of the Grand Lodge. We have 
in Maine a joint J"ibrary of all the Grand Bodies, and the result is, that it 
receives all the masonic Procep,dings as they are published. 

A fugitive from justice was tried by his lodge: notices to him were sent 
by mail to several Post Office add resses, but were all returned" not taken": 
the Master directerl the of plea of "not guilty" to be entered and appointed 

an Attorney to conduct the trial on the part of the accused, who was fouud 
guilty and expelled. The Grand Lodge ~onfirrned the action of the lodge. 
In this case, the evidence was at hand, but if the taking of depositions 
had been required, it might have been difficult to have conformed to the 
law in taking them; at any rate, the constitution of our Grand Lodge makes 
no provision for taking them when notice of their taking cannot he given to 
th e accused. 

The Report on Correspondence (100 pp.) was presented by Bro. WU,LlAM 
BLATT. 

We had not read the following when we wrote our remarks in relation 
to the composition of the Grand Lodge; if we had, we would have quoted 
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it in that connection; it is sound doctrine and timely warning in any lati

tude: 
" Isolated casps of departlire from what we believe immutable principles 

of Freemasollry have and are being attempted. Fortunately, however, for 
tbe Inst itu t ion there is so unanimous a protest against such challges, so firm 
ami clear a declaration of principles upon these subjects that we shall be able 
to transmit to the future as received from the past, pure, unsullied and nn
changed, the fundamental principles of the Institution. Those of you who 
will read this report, need not look between the lines for a thorough com
prehension of the matters which prompt the foregoing remarks. l,et me 
adjure you, brethren, to continue in the path your predecessors have fol
lowed, steadfast in affirming, faithful in practicing the Heaven born princi
ples upon which rests the masonic structure. Even in changing local and 
minor regulations be ever conservat ive, never permitting our needs, or regu
lations of government to be measured by the standard of any other associa
tion . Our Institution is peculia rly distinct in organization and government. 
Our safety lies in applying the experiences of our own past history as the 
sole gu ide of our fu ture. " 

I 

He thinks" Fraternal Correspondence" is the proper des ignation: we do 

not: that would include internal as well as external correspondence, and !.he 

former does not come within the purview; therefore the term is inaccurate. 
The name Foreign Correspondence has been used for nearly a century and 

everybody understands that it refers to correspondence from outside the 

jurisdiction : there is nothing unfraternal, or suggestive of anything unfrater

nal, in the name. Thcre is no more reason for cltaOnging the name than there 

is for designating the Grand Master's address as the "fraternal" address. 

In fact it is difficult to perceive how any masonic correspondence can be 

other than "fraternal." 
Bro. BI~ATT ornaments his report with a cut as a headpiece to each Grand 

Lodge : they all are good, and many of them very fine: Maine has water and 
the sun rising out of or beyond it : in the foreground is a cliff on the left 

and on the right a g roup of pine trees, and the name Maine extending between 

them. The most prominent feature is thr. Slln, whose benignant expression 
carries witb it a most fraternal greeti ng. 

In bis review of Maine, he quotes what we said of expUlsion for N. r. D., 

and adds: 
"Tbis is true masonic sentiment; the reverse is the sentiment of those 

who measure our institution from the financial tables governing, and upon 
which are founded all the mushroom aHsociations of the day ." 

Of the doctrine of the Wisconsin proposition, he says: 

" While our Coteau Lodge claimed to have made certain, if not all the ex
penditures in queRtion, at the request of the Nebraska lodge, we maintained 
in our Grand Lodge, and will ever maintain out of it, that re-imbursement 
is entirely abhorrent to the spirit of the masonic institution and a subversion 
of its chief glory, charity. Out upon it!" 

* * * * * * * * * 
" We are, however, heart and hand in unison with him in his conclusion 

against the adoption of the resolutions of the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin to 
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barter off the grandest tcnetof our institution, Charity, for a mess of potage, 
benefits. " 

Bro. BLATT'S report would be easier for the reader if he would make 
shorter paragraphs and more of ·them. A page of solid reading in a single 

paragraph, comprising a number of different subjects, is hard for the eyes, 

and calLSes one to " lose his place." Bro. BLATT will excuse us for saying 

this, for really we deem it too bad that so good a report sbould be made 

difficult of reading and comprehension by the manner in which it is printed. 

TENNESSEE, 189G. 

We have fine port.raits of Bros. GBORGE H. MORGAN, the retiring Grand 

Master, and PHILIP N. MATLOCK, the new Grand Mastel'. 

Grand Master MOHGAS paid an eloquent tribute to the illustrious brethren 

who bad been his predecessors, thirty-six of whom had" crossed over the 
river to the great Beyond." 

His account of his official acts, decisions, visitations, &c., is full, but con

cise, showing that he had been an able, effecti ve and cO llscieuLious officer. 
He decided that when a charter has been revoked, it cannot be restored: 

its former members can only form a new lodge or join others. We prefer 

the law of our own Grand Lodge which came down to us from our Mother 

Grand Lodge; a revoked charter may be restored to not less than seven uf 

the old members. 

A non-affiliate, residing within the territorial jurisdicLion of one lodge, 

joined another lodge, but, under the suspension- without-trial law, the first 

lodge returned him as an unafliliate and he was published as a suspended 
mason. The Grand Mastrn', however, decided that he was in good standing. 

This probably led to the adoptioll of the following: 

"Resolved, That all of Edict No. 50, after the first clause, he and is hereby 
repealed, and that all Master Masons in this jurisdiction who now stand 
suspended by the act iou of this Grand Lodge in the enforcement of sa id 
Edict, if not otherwise disqualified, be and are hereby restored to good 
standing. " . 

W e congratulate our brethren of Tennessee upon the promptnesb with 

whieh they have retraced a false step. 

He decided that a mason may be disciplined for pleading the Statute of 

Limitations; but the decision was not approved by the Grand Lodge, on the 
ground that Masonry does not make a c rime of what the civil law express ly 

permits in proceedings in court: such has becn the universal decision: the 

same mle is applied in cases of discharges in bankruptcy and insolvency. 

He decided that in a case for assault upon a brother mason, the fact that 

the 3.llsailant did not know the other party was a mason, is no defence: when 
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one violates the law inten t ionally, he tak es the chances of whatever r esult 

follows: the fac t can only be shown ill mitigation of punishment. 

While the questions asked in the following a re the natural result of the 

modern teaching that the chiefest duty of a mason is to pay dues, and the 
failure to pa,y them th e greatest of masonic offences, we do not wonder at 

the Grand Master 's ind igna tion : 

"One 'Vorshi pful Master wrote to this effect : ' We have in anI' lodge an 
old brother who was a lways a very zealous mason, but he has become totally 
deaf. He was a regular a ttenda nt upon the lodge meet ings u ntil he lost h is 
hearing, since which be does not come so often. Has become so pOOl' tlmt he is 
unable to P,ty his dues. 11e wants to be in good stand ing wh en he dies, so he 
can have a masonic buria l. What shall we do wi th him ? ' I do not des ire to 
report a ll tha t I said in reply. I wrote, however, in substance, the following, 
after looking to see t he number of members in said lodge : • It will cost 
your members about one ami a quarter cents a year each to pay the good 
old brother' s dues. CalTY him on t ill he reaches the brink of the river and 
God will carry him safely over , and you will a ll feel bet te r by even having 
gi ven the good old brothel' a cen t and ,t q lla rter apiece, for a short time. 
Bury his remains with masonic honors when he d ies, and in the sweet bye 
and bye, when his hearing is restored to him in the celes ti a l lodge above, 
where he can hear the voices of the angelic hosts, may he neve r hear tbat 
you asked tb e Grand Mastel' t he question, " What shall we do with h im? " 
Go lea\'l1 again tbe early tanght lessons in Masonry, of brotherly love and 
relief.' Akin to this, was a question from another lodge, ' What shal l we 
do with a brothel' who was in good standing a nd became deranged and is 
now in the insane asylum , a nd left no one to pay his dues? ' I answered: 
'In the name of charity, relllit his lodge dues, and carry him on the Grand 
Lodge roll , and you will never die poorer for ha ving done so. , 1 try to think 
that it was thougbtlessness in the brethren of these lodges to m ise the ques
tion as to this poo]' old brother' s dues, as well as tha t of the insane brot her, 
and in charity withhold the names of the lodges asking t he qnestions, tl'llst
iug that such little-hearted stinginess will never ellter another masonic 
lodge, nor either of these again ." 

The following (from the Grand Master' s address) is pr inted ill " bold faced 

type" : 

" In ] 875 the Grand Lodge of T enn essee declared by solemn resolution 
, tha t the officps of the Grand Lodge should be tbe free, volunta ry gifts of 
members, uninfluenced by ul terior considerations; and it is nnmasonic for 
any brother to declare himself a candidate, or to use, or canse to be used , 
any influences to advance h is own election.' I have thought it proper to call 
your attent ion to t his law of the Grand Lodge, that the pnrity of our elec
t ions may be preserved. A brothe r who ~o far forgets himself as to declare 
his candidacy and electioneer for office in the Grand Lodge is unworthy of 
your confidence and suppor t." 

This is forcibly endorsed by the Committee on Jurisprudence being " con

fident that t he practice of office-seeking contributes more than all other 

r easons combined, to generate animosity and discord in the Grand Bodies of 

Tennessee " ; that is the case everywhere, but we fear that the evil is a grow
ing one : it can be check ed only by the " public opinion" of the craft and 

following the most excellent advice of Grand Master MORGAN. 
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The Wisconsin proposition was not endorsed, but in its stead the "Con
clusion" of the Masonic Congress was adopted. 

The following resolution was adopted: 
"No person shall be initiated, passed and raised in any subordinate lodge 

in this jurisdiction who is engaged in the manufacture for sale or in the sale 
of intoxicating liquor as a beverage." 

The Report on Correspondence (104 pp.) was prepared by Bros. I-IENHY 
H. INGERSOJ,L and ROBERT WALTON. 

The former, noticing the recent decision in Alabama, that indefinite sus· 
pension terminates membership, advocates the abolition of indefinite suspen
sion. The decision in Alabama we deem to be contrary to reason as it cer

tainly is to masonic usage. There are many cases in which expUlsion is too 
severe, and yet in which it is difficult to determine in advance how long the 
suspension should be. In all these cases the subsequent behavior of the party 
is a very important element in determining the propriety of restoration. We 
believe in definite suspension, in which restoration comes without action; 
indefinite suspension wi til restoration by a two-thirds vote; and expulsion 
with restoration by a unanimous vote. If the offence is not of a character 
to require expulsion, membersbip should not be lost, but only suspended. 
There is no more warrant, in law or usage, for deciding that indefinite sus

pension terminates membership, than there is for deciding that definite sus. 
pension terminates it. 

The Committee had two years' l'roceedings to review, and of course tbe 
space devoted to each is brief; the report is largely of the abstract character. 

Bro. INGERSOLL, in revicwing certain cases of discipline, very forcibly dep
recates the spirit of irreverence and lawlessness that, in his view, threaten 
to be the undoing of our country. He holds that masons should make a 
stand in their commun ities for law and order, and above a ll enforce masonic 
law against all offender~ who may be memhers of the craft. 

Bro. WALTON is very severe upon associations calling themselves masonic 

which are not masonic. We know of no such associat ions, and think tbat 
he has been misled, alld in consequence has been threshing a man of straw. 
~ He ridicules in an unanswerable manner the "physical perfection" 
doctrine. 

In relation to Perpetual Jurisdiction, he says: 

" While in our humble opi nion, Bro. Chapman is a little too broad and 
general in the sentiment expressed, sti ll , we believe the idea of 'perpetual 
jurisdiction' is sought to be carried to the ext reme, and we can readily con 
ceive of many combinations of circumstances which might arise, and, doubt· 
less do frequently arise, wberein this theory would work and does work 
great hardship and injustice to the person and injury to the craft. If we 
must choose between the two extremes, however, we will join hands with 
Bro. Chapman, trusting that the committee reporting on the new pet ition 
will do tbeir whole masonic duty, and that the individual brothers of the 
craft will be sufficiently alert to reject any unsuitable material." 
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He gives his views of the Wisconsin proposition ill the language of another: 

"This measure is one that will make the r e-imbmsement system a strict 
rule. The orignal plan of masonic charity does not harmonize with 
the system. Upon the very threshold of our T emple the candidate is taught 
to relieve a brother in distress, and no good mason ought to expect re-im
bursement when he performs an act of charity. He simply does his (illty as 
a mason." 

He is surprised at a decision holding that, when a lodge re- instates a mason 
suspended for unmasonic conduct, he is not a member of the lodge, that is, 

if he was a member of that lodge when suspended: we fully COIlCur with 

him. 

The committee discuss several matters ill their" conclusion." They recog

nize the danger of the present di verse practices in relation to " perpetual juris
diction." They suggest a Congress as the best method of reaching a solu

tion: but the natnre of the ql1estion is such that it requires more considera

tion than can be given to it at such a meeting, to say nothing of the impossi

bility of securing a full representation at one. If the matter is taken up 

ar,d discussed by the different Grand Lodges in a spirit of concession for 

the sake of harmony, we believe that a safe and generally acceptable con

clusion can be reached. 

TEXAS, 1895. 

This Grand Lodge sends ns a volume of nearly six hundred pages, nearly 

one-half of which is g iven to the publication of the retUrIlS of lodges. The 
usual immense amount of bnsiness incident to so extensive a jurisdiction 

with its great number of lodges was before the Grand Lodge. The total 
membership is scarcely twenty per cpnt. greater than in Maine, but Texas 

has more than three times as many lodges. 
The Grand Mastel' (Gus GARIUSON) was called upon to announce the 

deaths of two Past Grand ' Masters, CIIARLES Sn;;vART and Z. E. COO~lBS, 
both distinguished as masons and ill civil life. 

He devotes four pages to ti, e Mexican question, giving the following sta

tistics: 
"On the 3d day of July, 1804, there were umler the jurisdiction of the 

Gran Dieta Simbolica seventeen (17) Grand Lodg-es, state lodges with 225 
Blue Lorlges, having a total membership of 21,992. There were, also, in 
the Republic at that time, two so-called Gralld Lodges, which did not ac
knowledge the jurisdiction of the Gran Dieta, viz: Vera Cruz and in the City 
of Mexico, the Federal District, these two latter having subordinate to them 
twenty lodges with about 500 members." . 

Bro. SAMUEL R. HAMII/I'O,,", D. D. 'G. M., had been in Mexico and visited 

two of the lodges, one a Mexican lodge and the other Toltec Lodge. Accord
ing to his observation, there was nothing irregular or objectionable in either 

lodge. 
Of the District Deputies, he says : 

App. 13 G. L. 
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" From the fifty-six brethren, scattered all over our great Rtate, we gather 
information obtainable from no other source. With untiring zeal these 
faithful craftsmen have gone out and into the lodges that dot Texas a ll over, 
and lJ ave carried with them lessons of morality and good, have encouraged 
and aided by their presence, kindly advice anel moral suasion, those abont 
to become careless or despondent, have infused new life and energy into 
those whom no other power could reach. Wherever they have gone, energy 
and enthusiasm have followed anrl they have become an indispensable arm 
of Masonry in our Grand Jurisdiction." 

The Grand Secretary gives some interesting st<ltistics derived from answers 

to questions in circulars sent out for t he purpose. 

The st<ltistics as to the property of the lodges are of much interest: 

"Number of lodges report owning their builtiings. . . . 40i'i 
Number of lodges who do not own them ... . .. . .. . fl5 
Value of real estate and buildings .. . , . , , , " , , " , , $4.28,4:)0,00 
Amouut of insurance on same." ", . , " " " ., '" Hll,086.00 
Value of lodge furniture "" ' . . . , ..... ... . . , .. " n,(j87.00 
Amount of insurance on same ................. ' 80,975,00 
Money in treasury of lodges ... , ....... , . .... .. . . 33,787.00 
Money loaned out by lodges , .......... . .... .. , ' 20,108.00 
Indebtedness on real estate . .. ... ..... ...... .. , .. (il,1l9,00 
Other indebtedness ............. , ..... ' .. . .. .... 17,731.00" 

The Committee on Correspondence, to which the "Mississippi l'roposi

tion" was referred, r eport that it is a move in the right direction, because-

"The question of jurisdiction over candidates, both of applicants for the 
benefits of Masonry and also those who have been rejected, has caused and 
is causing more friction between Grand Lodges than a ll other questions 
combined, a nd it wOllld be the best thing possible for the general peace of 
the craft if some solution of the subject could be reached which would be 
satisfactory to all concerned." 

But, as that proposition had been so generally rejected, and as there were 

objections to it, it is necessary that some other solution should be devised. 

The com mittee say: 

"Your committee is of the opinion that the best solution of the matter 
aud the one upon which there is the greMest probability of a general agree
ment among the Grand Lodges, would be t i, e fixing of a certain time, after 
the lapse of which jurisd iction over rejected applicants should cea.,e by 
limitation. Your committee believes that it is possible for a man to reform 
and mend his ways. That a mall may at one time be unfit for admittance 
into the portals of the Temple, but that afterwards he way repent and so 
change as to become good mater ial. But yOll l' comm ittee also believes that 
after such profession of change is made there should be a probationary 
period of a length sufficient to prove beyond a reasonable doubt that such 
reform is sincere and real. 

"Many of the Grand Lodges of the United States and Canada ha ve 
a lready adopted such a rule as is here indicated, the length of time dlll'iug 
which the jurisdiction obtains varying in the several Grand JUl'brlictiollS, 
though five or seven years seem to be the period most generally adopted. 

"Hold ing tbese views and believing that it will be for the best interests 
and il1llre to the peace at;ld harmony of the general craft, your committee 
respectfully recommends the adoption of the following: 
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"Resolved, (1) That, after the period of five years shall have elapsed 
since the rejection of an applicant for the degrees in Masonry, he having 
moved into the jurisdiction of another lodge either in this or any other 
Gra nd Jnrisdiction, and hav ing applied for the degrees, then the lodge ap
plied to shall correspond wi th tbe rejecting lodge as to the former standing 
and character of the applicant, and if upon the info rmation so obtained he 
be deemed worthy, the lodge may proceed in the case wi thout further refer · 
ence to the action of the rejecting lodge. 

"Resolved, (2) That a lodge in this Grand Jurisdiction may give at its 
option, by ullanimous vote, a cer tificate to one of its Entered ApprenticeR 
or F ellow Crafts about to move in to the jurisdiction of another lodge, dis
missing and recommend ing him fo r advaneement, and that upon the issu
ance of such certificate his name shall be dropped from the roll of the lodge 
thns dismissing him, the lodge thereby los ing f urther j uri~diction over him." 

The report was accepted and the resolu tions adopt·ed. It is proper to say 
that this action did not come to our knowledge till a fter the session of our 
Grand Lodge ; if it had we should have specia lly reported it. However, the 
first resolntiun is, in the main point involved, the same as that adopted by 
our Grand Lodge. The second has always been law in this jurisdiction; so 
that, so far as Texas and Maine are concernerl , no trouble between them can 
ever arise in relation to this matter. 

There is no other Grand Lodge, whose Proceedings come to us, whose 
committees have so much work to do, as those of this Grand Lodge. The 
committees are in the habit of l1Iaking detailed repor ts. This year is no ex
cept ion; but while wo have gone through them all we find nothing of special 
interest, oxcept that the Gra nd Lorlge is having a la w suit with one oj its 
suboTdinates! Th o m:tttor is an important ono, being no less tha n the title 
to the ground upon which the Temple stands, and, as we infer, the owner
ship of the Temple itself. The Grand Lodge claims that it has made every 
effort to compromiso the matter, but without avail. The disposition shown 
by th e lodge is such that a member of the G rand Lodge introduced resolu

tions revoking the charter of the lodge. But the Committee on Jurispru
dence reported that, while recugn izing that the conduct of those controlling 
the lodge, " merits the criticism of contumacious insubordination," they 
deem it unwise to administer discipline at the present time, and the report 

was adopted . The case is :t very singular one, am! it is cliliicnlt to determ

ine just what course should be adopted. I t certainly will be a curious spec
tacle to wi tness a Gra nd Lodge contesting a case in court with one of its 
subordinates, but t Il e difficulty in revoking the char ter, we presume is, that 
in such a n event its property reverts to the G rand Lodge. It seems to us 
that there ought to be in the Grand Lodge, brethren who could examine the 
case and determine the r ights of the par ties. If this were done, and the 
lodge should refuse to yield to the decision, we should hold that the Grand 
Lodge ought to enforce that decision, even if it was necessary to revoke the 
charter . We are very strongly of opinion, that, those, who are controlling 

the lodge in its contumacious proceedings, ought to be tiummarily put in a 
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position in which their control should be among the things that have been. 
The more we think of it, the more we are of opinion that the Grand Lodge 
should never go into court with one of its subordinates, but should carefully 
exam ine aud decide the case, and if necessary, in order to enfo rce its judg
ment in the case, it should revoke the charter anclexpel every contumacious 
member of the lodge. We shall look with much interest for the outcome. 

The Heport on Correspondence (131 pp.) w~s presented by Bro. TIIOMAS 
M. MATTII'C,WS. It mitintains the high chitracter of his previous reports. 

In his" Conclusion," he discusses itt considerable length the Gran Dietit 
of Mexico. We shall refer to this pitrt of his report in our review of Mexico. 

In his review of Georgia he says : 
"There is published in the volume a list of eight) -three names of mem

bers expelled fo r non-pityment of lodge dues. This, we think, is all wrong. 
Texas, too, has a similar law authorizing expulsion for this offence. but in 
our opinion this does not make the matter any better. We cann ot agree 
that it is right. It is enough to suspend the delinquellt, thus cutting him 
off from all masonic rights anrl privileges, until such time as he shall pay the 
dues which llIay have already accrued, together with those which have 
accrued after sllspensioll up to the time of re-instatement. Expulsion
masonic death-we believe entirely too harsh under such circumstitnces. 
In fact we llIuch cloubt if it is really masonic. We confess we hitve not 
always thought thus, but time and more mature reflection have changed 
onr views." 

This is not the only evidence, which we have noticed, of the reaction in 
relation to this matter, which is surely com ing. It is a peculiarity of 
Masonry, that while portions of the craft may clrift away from fundamental 
principles, it is only a question of time as to their return. 

On one subject he is "a little off" ; he assumes that the grantiug of dis
pensations is overriding th e law; whereas it is the exercise of a power given 
by masonic law, to except cases from another law, wh ich in the particular case 
operates harshly, as all human laws are liable to do. Most cases al~o arise 
under regulations of the Grand I,odge as t.) matters formerly left to the 
lodges, but in which experience shows that they sometimes acted unwisely. 
For instance, the fundamental law requires due inqniry into the character 

and fitness of candidates; but what was due inquiry and the time necessary 
to make it were left to the lodgc. Experience showed thitt lodges sometimes 
were careless about this and injury to the craft resulted. Then came the 

time limit; of course that must be arbitrary; but the absurdity of holding 
that it takes precisely the same time to make due inquiry concern ing every 
candidate was recognized, and to meet cases that were liable to tbe words 
"except by dispensation from the Grand Master," thus making the dispens
ing power in these cases a part of the prohibiting law, saying nothing of the 
powers of the Grand Master under the fundamental law. We have said that 
"this time law" is of recent origin: we were a voter ill our Grand Lodge 
when the law taking away this discretionary power was adopted. The 
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" time Jaw" between degrees is st.ill more recent than the other, and pre

vai ls only in a part of the jurisdictions; the absurdity of assuming that it 

takes the same time for different men to make suitab le proficiency is mani

festly greater than in the other case. Our experience has been that in cases 

of dispensation better knowledge of the candidate is obtained, and better 

proficiency is made than in tlte average of cases. We have also often mtlled 

npon the opponents of dispensations to point out a single case in which the 

granting of a dispensation worked injury to the craft, but it has never been 

done. So, Bro. MATTHEWS, when you accuse Grand Masters of 'Ioverrid
ing the law " or of disol)eying the law, when they grant dispensations, be 

sure to make!tIl exception of Maine-and if you want to be precisely cor

rect, except almost all the others, for the number which base these dispen

sations upon the prerogative of Grand Masters is very few, if indeed there 
is one. 

In reply to Bro. Cu RKE, of Kentncky, he says: 

" It is true that the mere fact of 'the rejection of a candid ate does not 
mal e him unworthy,' yet nevertheless it places him exactly in a s imilar 
position to one who is unworthy and so pronounced. It interposes a bar to 
his adm iss ion. When a cand idate is rejected the presumption is, and it 
ollght always to be, thM he is unWOrLhy, and whether so or not the effect is 
in that direction, and is so necessarily acceptcd. It is unfortunate anu mnch 
to be regretted, that f roll1 personal spite 0 1' spleen good and true men are 
sometimes rejected. It has been thus always alld will a lways so remain, as 
there is no known remedy for it. And yet, at the same time it lIlust be ad·· 
milted, th!tt while the cand idate may seelIl to be, in the opinion of nearly 
everyone, good material, the brothel' casting the black ball may have the 
very best reason, known poss ibly to himself alone, for doing so-in which 
case be but honestly disclH1.l'geu a sacred duty. We, ourself, have kn own 
of more than one such case. We cannot see wherein the a rgument of un 
worthiness which callle from Bro. Vanx has been in the least degree shaken 
or even met." 

We rather tbink that Bro. CLAllKl~, when be wrote that repor t, was not 

aware that he was argu ing against the law and usage in his own jlll'isuic

tion from tlte lime when Masonry was planted there down to within forty 

years certainly, and probably much less. So strongly did his Grand Lodge 

sustain the views of Bro. MATTHF;ws, that she even published the llames of 

rejected candidates! 

In his review of Maine, Bro. MA'l"I'IlEWS quotes the clos ing portion of 

Grand Master BllRBANK'S address, say ing : 

"The following snggestions are so timely, so well made, and of such gen
eral applicability, th~tt we take the liberty to copy them, although long. 
Bretbren of Texas, take them home with yon-read, ponder Oll, and profit 
by them. If lhe cap fits you, throw it away and get a new one." 

Of the Eastern Star, he says: 

" They seem to think that the Eastern Star claims to be a Masonic Order. 
A ccording to our information this is a mistake. It makes no pretention to 
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anything of the kind. It is an entirely separate and distinct affair, and the 
only possible thing which could give rise to such an idea is, that its mem
bership consists only of masons, their wives, widows and daughterR. Neither 
do we feel the alarm which our brother exhibits, s ince we do not believe as 
he does." 

And of Bro. VAUX: 

"Bro. Vaux was one of the Nestors of the Reportorial Gu ild. Of fine 
ability, thoroughly informcd upon a ll masonic questions , earnest, yet alwaYR 
so courteous that it seeme(l as if he feared lest he might wound the feelings 
of his brother, we who have worn the harness for a much shorter time, were 
wont to look up to him for instruction and guidance in things masonic. He 
was a conservative among conservatives. A great stickler for what he con
ceived to be the landlUarks, and planting himself upon what he believed the 
, Eternal :Foundations of F reemasonry" he stood like the l{ock of Gibraltar, 
unmoved and unmovable. ' Stand by the rnles, regulations and customs of 
th e fath ers ' was his motto, lWei he was ever watchful and ready to rese nt, 
with all the ability and knowledge he possessed, the least departure there
from, or infringement thereof. While his critic isms appeared to have rather 
a patronizing air, and with some of them we could not agree, they, yet, 
always demanded the UtJ1lOst respect and careful consideration. The holiesty 
and sincerity of his intent ions uo one could doubt, or even question. " 

UTA H, 189G. 

The Grand Lodge met at ten; the roll of Grand Officers aud permanent 

members was called; vacancies filled; the roll of lodges called, and the. 
whole eight responded; the Grand Master extel1lled "a cordial and frater

nal welcome" to the Grand Officers and members present, and invited all 
qualified Master Masons to visit the Grand Lodge dming the sessions; ap

pointed the Committee on Credentials and called off till two in the after

noon. ,Ve give this in ortler that our brethren in Maine may see how much 

time our present method saves. 
The Grand Master (ALVIN CIIAltLES EMEIlSON) de livered an able and 

finely written address. He boasts a little of the recllpemtive qualities of 

"the men of the Great West," which is all very well: but it is not quite as 

well to make a sarcastic comparison with those of other sections, especially 

when his basis of comparison rests on mere assumption aml nothing else. 

Of the condition of the craft, he says : 
"Thus Masonry in Utah, upheld by this class of men, despite the fact 

that conditions have not materially changed during the past three years at 
least, has grown steadily and healthfully the past year, and the gain in 
numbers and kind of mater ial has been great in comparison. 

" I am pleased to report that peace and harmony prevail among all our 
brethren and amoug the lodges. The zeal evinced by the members of the 
craft is beyond praise, and they are entitled to our highest commendation 
for the manner in which they have accomplished this work. The officers of 
the constituent lodgE'S have studiously endeavored to perfect t.hemselves iu a 
uniformity of work, thus meeting the requirements of this Graud Lodge. 
It is a pleasure to report their faithful work and the splendid results achieved. 
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The social features have been given a prominence truly commendable, and 
it has been a veritable pleasure to attend on such occasions. I desire to 
espechtlly commend the promptness and ability which the brethren display 
at these times of festivity in their speeches and remarks which h~ve done so 
much to make these meetings enjoyable a nd instl'llctive. This should be 
encouraged by all means." 

The net increase in membership in the nine lodges (one u. D.) was fifty

one, including forty-eight affili~ttions, from two-thirds to three-quarters of 

which were evidently by new comers into the state! W'e are gla,d to see 

the 'gl'Owth of the cmft anywhere, but when those ' immedia,tely concerned 

make it a canse for d ispa,ra,ging remarks in rela,tion to others, it becomes 

them to be very 8tt!'e of their sta,tist ics before they begi n ! 

We concur with him in rela,tion to the benefits of the socia,l feature, a,nd 

we join most earnestly with him in commending the lodges which "keep 
awa,y from their banquets all intoxicat ing bevemges," a,nd a,gree with bim 

tha,t tha,t shou ld be the" inflexible and invaria,ble l'llle." 

He had visited all the lodges save two, and his visits undoubted ly a,ided 

the activity and zeal of the brethren. 

He was requested to set aside a rejection because one member did II Ot 
vote; but he correctly decided that, as the otber vote could not have changed 

the result, a new ballot could not be ordered, but that the member who ad

mitted tha,t lie did not vote for a, certa in r eason, ought to be disciplined. 

A difference ha,d a,l'isp.n between a Utah lodge a,nd a Californ i,t lodge in 

rela,tion to a, bill for the expense of burying a, member of the forlller. There 
wa,s communica,tion between tlte lodges as to the brother's standing. St rictly 

speak ing, in our jlulgment, the position of the Utah lodge was correct, 

although the Califol'l1irt lodgc ma,y ha,ve been misled, rtnd understood tlmt 
tbe Uta,h lodge desired the other lodge to bury the brothel'. The Gmnd 

Lodge of Uta,h so held, and ordp.red its lodge to pa,y the bill in full. 

Being asked if a brothel' had the right to denmnd to see the charter of a, 

lodge he desired to visit, he correctly sa,id, "No"; but he added: 

" A brothel' takes no more chances than does a lodge ; but if there is any 
doubt in either 01' both cases it should be r esolved ill fa,vol' of the lodge 
ra,thel' than tile indivic1ua,l. If a, brothel' is satisfied that the lodge is legally 
constituted, then a, dema,nd for the cha,rter is discourteous and in(leliea,te, 
a,nd subjects the lodge to the humilia,tion of ha,ving its chartei' and actions 
questioned, a,nd the brother const itutes himself a judge a,ga,inst th e present 
ev idence of all the surroundings and the prima facie evidence of the cha,rter 
itself (should he be permitted to inspect that instrument), and in his judg
ment 01' opinion then expressed would not alter or change anything. If he 
is not satisfied , before he a,pplies for admiss ion he will, ra,ther than rio vio
lence to his own feelings a,nd his obligations, remain away until he can 
obta,in satisfactory information one way or the other." 

'We do not a,gree: sometimes it is the duty of a brother visiting a lodge to 

request to see the cha,rter: and sometimes such a, request is a,n- insult: if a 
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brother in good faith, and giving a good reason, asks to see the charter, and 

his request should be refused arbitrarily, the charter ought to be revoked. 

We trust that the " aspirMions" of the brother mentioned in the follow

ing met the same fate as those of one whom we have already mentioned. 

Whether the pool of politics be "dirty" ur clear, it is no place for Masonry: 

"Following the raisillg of a brother in one of the lodges in this jurisdic
tion, appeared an article in a certain newspaper, g iving in detail all the 
social features of the occasion; stating a lso th e fact that the brother had 
been raisen to the sublime degree of a Master Mason in such a lodge, and 
following this up by a reference to the political aspirations of the brother 
and singing his praises. The article could only have been written or in
spired by a mason and one also who was present at the time. This broth er 
should have been ferreted out and most severely dealt with. The dragging 
of Masonry down through the dirty pool of politics can never be counte
nanced for one moment, alit! any brother who attempts such a thing, or who 
seeks to lise it for his own or the advancement of another to that end , is 
unworthy of recognition and his name should be execrated by all masons. 
As the teachings of Masom y make men better and nobler, so does she ex
pect. that all things in which they engage will be made higher and purer. 
To that extent ollly can Masonry be used. The individual, after receiv ing 
the benefit of her teachings, must govern himself, and if he be a man, the 
results sought by Masonry will have been attained. FUI·ther than this 
Masonry must not be used to the accomplishment of personal aims." 

Bro. DIEII L submits his usual report as Grand Secretary, and that is all 

that it is necessary to say. His report as Librarian shows a splendid in

crease of the Library. li e has on the shelves 221 volumes of Masonic Maga

zines-some of them very rare. 'Ve concur in his advice to young masons 

to read them. We wish that he had a set of Charles V,r. Moore' s Magazine, 
a very mine of Masonic Jurisprud ence and infonn<ttion as to the ancient 

usages of the craft. 

The Committee on the Graud Master's address say: 

"We especially commend that pOl·tion of the add ress whorein the Grand 
Master expresses bis condemnation of the use of intox icating liqnor8 at 
lodge banquets, and trust the advice given will y ield abundant fru it and so 
correct what appears to be a growing evil. 

""'Te cannot too strongly commend the firm and decisive stand taken by 
the Grand Ma.ster ill his denunciation of the a ttempt to introduce politics 
ann political methods in our lodge proceedings, and here the invariable rule 
should be t o sit down effectually on all snch unmasonic conduct." 

The Grand Lodge of New Zealand was recognized: one char ter was granted 

and a programme for the celebration of tbe quarter centennial anniversary 
of Grand Lodge in 18!l7, adopted. 

Thedecision of the Grann Master in relation to a demand to inspect the 

charter was referl"f~d to the Committee on Revision of the Work, to report at 
the next allllual commuuicatioll. 

The signet riug, orignally presented by the lamenterl Bro. EMERY, was 

transmitted by the Grand Master to his successor with affecting ceremonies, 
beneficial to all who witnessed them. 
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The work was exemplified by the Grand Lecturer in a School of Instruc
tion, lasting from 7.30 to low twelve: .every lodge in the jnrisdiction was 
represented, and most of the Gra~d Officers and many visiting brethren 
were present. 

The Ueport on Correspondence (94 pp.) was presented by Bro. Cn RIS
TonIER DIEHL, as usual, and as usual it is an exceedingly interesting and 
instructive report. It is all the more interesting because he gives his own 
views, in all of which scarcely any reader will concur: but those in which 
he does not concur are food for thought. 

He says: 
"License or no license, saloon men should not be permitted to enter the 

sanctum sanctorufD of the Masonic Temple. 
"In Gould's History of Freemasonry, Vol. IV, Page 10., we find that it 

was a regulation as far back as 1725, in Ancient York Masonry, that· no 
more persons shall be admitted as brothers that keep a public house.' " 

This is, by far, the earliest legislation upon this subject that we have 
seell: we wish that the reason for adopting this law at that time could be 
knowll. 

He quotes the followil;g descision : 
I. 28. Under the present regulations the reports of the Committee on 

Character should not be entered upon the record." 

And adds: 

I. No. 28 is not the law in Utah, but it ought to be. There are cases on 
record where reports of this kind have created trouble in and out of the 
lodge. We are in favor of oral reports." 

We agree; and at any rate, the character of the report ought not to be 
recorded. We have not the least doubt that when a brother has got to 
stand up in the lodge and make an oral report, he will make a more care
ful inquiry than when he signs a printed blank and hands it in to the Sec
retary to be read. 

He maintains that there are ~xceptions to the rule that a man is best 
known in the vicinity of his legal resic1ence, ann he gives a case to prove it, 
but it comes near proving that in that case the man's legal residence was 
not his actual res idence. We think, however, that it is so difficult to form
ulate a rule that would work better than the present one does, that we had 
not better attempt to change it, but in the exceptional cases, get the consent 
of the other lodge. We fear that the rnle suggested by our brother would 
cause no end of dispute and dissension. However, Bro. DIEHL will have no 
trouble with our making masons in Maine of those who spend their time 
in Utah, because here a candidate must have his dwelling place and be per
sonally present in the jurisniction of the lodge at least six months of the 
year previous to his application. This provision was adopten to meet 
just the class of cases which he mentions. 
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In regard to the Grand Orient of France, he does not discriminate between 
a witbdrawal oj correspondence and a withdrawal oj )·ecogn'ition. Tennes
see and Ohio have just resumed masonic correspondence which had been 
suspended, but neither withdrew recognition. The Foulhouze matter caused 
our Grand Lodges to cease all masonic correspondence with the Grand Orient, 
but it was not until she struck out the qualification of belief in God that our 
Grand Lodges withdrew masonic recognition and declared that she was no 
longer a l1wson'ic body, as up to tb<i.t time she had been uni versally recog
n ized to be. 

In his review of Washington, he says: 
" The Committee on Jurisprudence reported ad vel'sely to decision No, 27, 

holding that three members compose a Master' s, five a Fellow Craft's and 
seven an 'Entered Apprentice Lodge. The Grand Lodge voted with the 
committee. Our vote would have been with the Grand Master, a lthough 
our Jurisprudence Committee has the same opinion as the Wftshington com
mittee. We do not tbink that it is right that three members of a lodge 
sbould bave the power to control all important lodge affairs. A lodge that 
cannot muster seven members at a regular meeting had better give np its 
charter. " 

In Maine we agree with both! In tbe absence of legislation, three, five 
and seven make a lodge; so we adopted a constitutiomtl provision, tbat 

seven must be present in order to do business. 
In his review of Montana, he says: 
" We are in favor of sociability in our lodges, but we arc opposed to big 

banquets at Grand Lodge meetings. A Grand Lodge meets for work. It 
assembles annually to review the work of the past year and to legislate for 
the good of the craft for future years, bnt not for banqnets and jollit1ca
tions. Banquets take up too much time, and when the Grallfj Lodge is on 
wheels it may so bappen that its session is held in a town where the local 
lodge and brethren can ill afford to pay the expenses of a feast . The sooner 
banquets at Grand T ... odge sessions are done away with th ll better. \V e trust 
onr Grand Lodge will pass a resolution to that effect." 

As already stated, we agree with him as a rule, and entirely as to banquets 
furnish ed by the local lodge. But when tbe meetings of the Grand Lodge 
are arranged as those of Massachusetts are, a banquet, paitl jo)' by those who 

attenil, is a grand feature. The" annual feast" in Massachusetts is one of 
the most valuable aids pcssible, in cultivating the trne spirit of Masonry, 
and its omission would be a most serious loss to the craft. 

We have noted otber matters in this report, but the time and space to 

mention them are both lacking. 

VERMONT, 1895. 

The frontispiece is a fine portrait of the retiring Grand Master, M. W. 
Bro. JOHN H. WHlPPLg. 

Of tbe condition of the craft, tbe Grand Master says: 
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"The statistics for the year sbow a gratifying increase in membership, a 
sound and conservative policy in accepting propositions, and a salutary ob
servance of discipline, rules and regulations, while peace and harmony pre
vail throughout the jurisdiction." 

Among his decisions are the follow ing: 

"1. A lodge may be opened on the Entered Apprentice or Fellow Craft 
degrees for work providing a constitutional number are present, but no busi
ness can be done in either except the work of the degree on which it is 
opened, and either may close without opeJJing a lodge of Mastel' Masons. 

"6. A lodge lIlay receive and act upon the application of a petitioner 
for the degrees if he hits lived in the state one full year, although he may 
have resi(led within the jurisdiction of said lodge lJl1t a few weeks, provided 
his removal is genuine, and is to be permltnent, and the constitutional require
ments are fulfilled. 

"7. A by-law .which provides that' a member in arrea.rR for dues can
not vote upon petitionR for initilttion or affiliation,' is in direct conflict with 
the Grand Lodge regulations which make it the duty of every member pres
ent to vote, and shou ld therefore be rescinded." 

While No.6 is good law, in the absence of legisllttion to the contrary, 

the provision of our Constituti on, requiring a residence of six months within 

the jurisd iction of the lodge, is, in our opinion, not only wise but absolutely 

necessary to secure the" due inquiry" into the character of the candidate 
which the landmarks require. 

Of a similar question, he says: 

" A large number of applications hltVD been received during the year for 
a waiver of jurisdiction over cand idates f rom other states, who, li ving near 
our borders, can be better ItDcornmodatecl in some of our lodges than in 
those in whose jurisdiction they reside, and in most cases the requests have 
been granted. Several s imil a.r requests from other states have received 
favorable action from our lodges. A number of requests have been re
ceived, however, for a waiver of jurisdict ion over candidates who had re
moved here from other states, but had not waited the necessary time pro
vided by our regulations before Itpply ing for the degrees, and upon applica
tion for such waiver, I have received the reply, that' as the cltnd idates had 
removed from their states, they had no territorial jurisdiction over them, 
and therefore could not release that which they did not possess.' 

" As our regu lations require the cand idate to live here one full year before 
becoming eligible to the degrees, unless consent is obtained from the lodge 
iu whose jmisrliction he last resided, the position taken by our sister jmis
diction would suggest, except in cases of rejection, sucb a modification of 
om rule as would allow the lodges to assume jurisdiction where no claim is 
made. " 

In two respects we do not agree. When a eandidate removes from the 

jurisdiction of a lodge, that lodge loses all jurisdiction over him ; when he 

removes into the jurisdiction of a lodge, that lodge has jurisd iction over him, 

and no other lodge can receive him without its consent, even if it cannot 
itself receive him because it has not had jurisdiction over him long enough. 

The fallacy in the Grand Master's position is t11ftt It man is eligible to apply 

to a lodge at all times, and that one lodge has jurisdiction over him till 

another acquires the right to receive his petition. This qualification of resi-
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dence is very similar to that for voting under the civil law; and that is uni
versal that a man wbo changes hJs residence loses his right to vote any

where, until he has lived long enough in his new residence to be entitled to 

vote there. 

Of this matter, the committee say: 

" As to the jurisdictional matter referred to us, we do not deem it wise to 
recommend any change in the rule requiring a residence of one year before 
becoming eligible to receive the degrees, nor to suggest any modification of 
the present rule as we believe this matter can be safely left to the discretion 
and good judgment of the Grand Master." 

Of course, if the Grand T"odge law expressly provides that a candidate is 

eligible before he has lived in the state one year, with the consent of the 

lodge within whose jurisdictions he had res ided, the Vermont lodge can act 

if it gets such consent: but we apprehend few lodges would assume to give 

consent in a matter in which they have no concern : if the word " recom
mendation" were subRtituted for " consent," the action of the other lodge 

would have pmctical value. 

The Grand Master, in his closing remarks, eloqnently urges upon his 

brethren the performance of practical masonic duties. While the whole 

IUUst be read to be appreciated, the following is so eminently the true duty 

of the mason that we quote it : 

"Freemasonry is a practical religion. We need more of the courage that 
dares and the con rage that does, that recognizes right and pursues it, that 
owns a duty and discharges it, that sees a wrong and rights it, a right and 
aids it. There are many of us who would do great acts, bnt because we 
wait for great opportunities, life passes and the acts of duty and brotherly 
love are not done at all. Life is Illade up of infinitesilllals. 

"Small attentions, kind looks, and belpful words. Come what may, my 
brethren, in the moil and toilsome way of life, hold fast to this love. 

" We win by tendcrness, we conquer by forgivencss. Be kindly toward 
all. Let each parting from a brother be as pleasant as you can make it. 

"Don't leave your flowers on your brother's grave, but sprinkle a few 
now in his darkened, saddened path, stai!l ed, it may be, by the blood of his 
struggling, mangled feet. Gladden the sore heart here ami now by the 
word of cheer, the hand of help. The unforgiving, unloving, unfratel'llal 
spir it may be the source of unending regret. Whatever yon are to do for 
yonI' brethren, for your friends, do it now. Speak the forgiveness, whisper 
the love, do the act of kindness, NOW. The opportnnity may pass, never 
to return. In the gleaming light of the blazing letter in the East, let us all 
learn anew that 'GOD is Love,' and in the power of this new Command
ment, we will carry everything before us, and win victories before which 
the greatest of martial successes will pale into insignificance." 

Past Grand Master DAV1S, now of Minnesota, sends a letter from which 

we take the following: 

" I have continued my lodge affiliation in your state for the purpose of 
maintaining my membership in the Grand Lodge. My masonic member
ship is the only remaining tie, of a substantial nature, which binds me to 
my native state. It is the bond of brotherhood in an institntion which 
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affords the highest possibilities for moral, intellectual and social culture and 
unites its members, however much they may be scattered, by the Mystic 
Tie of Brotherly Love." 

We regret to find that Past Grand lVl<tster ALFHED A. HALL was obliged 

to write: 

"Only once b(>[ore in a quarter of a century have I been compelled to 
forego the pleasures and privileges of the annnal meeting, and it was with 
keen regret that 1 do now, but since my injury of nearly a year ago, my 
health has been somewhat impaired, and rest and a sea voyage are recom
mended; busin ess engagements are such that I have been compelled to make 
arrangements for sailing early in June." 

The Grand Lodge took measures for the erection of a Masonic Temple at 

Burlington, at an e~timated cost of $50,000 over and above the cost of the site, 
and $3,000 given and contributed by the citizens of Bnrlington; for the 

purpose of raising the funds, a per capita tax of thirty cents was laid, to con

tinue until otherwise ordered. 
The Committeo on the Past Master's degree reported that they had pre

pared a ritual, but as it could uot be submitted to the Grand Lodge, it had 

been examined by the Grand Master and Past Grand Masters, who recom

mended its adoption. The Grand Lodge so did, and ordered it to be promul
gated at the expense of the Grand Lodge. 

'The Committee on Obituaries notice fraternally the dead of other juris

dictions as well as their own-among them Bro. FREDEHICK Fox. 

In relation to the proposition of the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin, the Grand 

Lodge, upon the recommendation of its Committee on Jurisprudence, adopted 

the language of the Fillance Committee of the Gralld Lodge of Kentucky: 

"Your committee are of the opinion that the obligation to afford relief 
is only limited by the masonic standing of the brother applying for aid, and 
is not a matter of lodge membership. It is obligatory upon all masons every
where to supply the wallts of a needy brother without regard to the lodge to 
whIch he m<ty be specially allied as a member. He is first and above all a 
member of the fraternity, and entitled to be recognized and hospitably 
treated as a member of the great masonic family . Model'l1 inventions have 
brought the org<tnized membersbip into close and familiar converse, and it 
is an easy matter to commullicate with the lodge of which the brother is a 
member, and ascertain its ability and readiness to contribute. 

"Your committee coincide with the opinion expressed by the Masonic 
Congress, held in Chicago, 'that the brethren of lodges gl'~nting such aid 
are not entitled to demand re ·imbursement from the lodge~ in which the 
beneficiaries hold membership, but that when a member of one lodge is 
relieved by another, and the financial situation of his lodge is such as to 
permit, common courtesy and duty alike demand that it should l'e-imburse 
a poorer lodge relieving its members.' " 

We note that this Grand Lodge has adopted a cipher ritual and a hand 
book, which are on sale within certain limits, by the Grand Secretary. 

The Report on Correspondence (161 pp.) was presented by Bro. MARSH 

O. PERKINS. 
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He thus states the effect of suspension, so far as it affects membership: 

" In Vermont, if the restoration is the act of the lodge it includes mem
bership, as well as good standIng. In her eyes, th e masonic character of a 
brother is not destroyed, but helL! in abeyance, during the period of suspen
sion. His rc-instatement, therefore, places him a,t once in the possession of 
all rights to which he was entitled beforc suspen~i on." 

This is certainly the logical result, a,nd the sam'e rule prcvails in nearly 

all the jurisdictions. 

Concerning a question much discussed on account of the practice prevail

ing in three or four jurisdictions, he says: 

"From the report of the committee, we find tha,t by a regulation of the 
Grand Lodge the reversal of the action of a subordinate lodge in cases of 
appeal to the Grand Body does not restore suspended brethren to member
ship. Again Vermont differs, and we believe her position is more in accord 
with reason an!l justice. The act of the Gmnd Lodge, in reversing the ac
tion of the subordinate, is substantially a declaration, that the lodge is in the 
wrong, and that the appellant has been wronged. If the lodge has wronged 
him, why should it be permitted to continue to injure him. If its a,ction 
was unlawful, as nmy be assllmed by the reversal, why should the punish
ment of the brothel' continue, and how can its unlawful, or wrong action 
ma,ke lawful, or right, the deprivation of any of the rights of the brother, 
are questions that puzzle us. "Ve admit tha,t an a,nswer may be found in 
, Grand Lodge has so decreed,' but then tbe question arises as to the reason 
and iustice of the law." 

We ha,ve given up try ing to determine how ,U1Y 71tr1sun can hold to the oppo

s ite . That the" Grand Lodge has so dccreed" is an answer for the past 

and present in a particula,r case, but it is no a,nswer to the question why 

such a law is not repeale 1. 

He notes a case in California, in which a, residcnt of that state went to 

Engla,nd and received two of the degrees and then to Nevada and received 

the other, and the Grand Lodge of Califol'llia dec ided tha,t he wa,s a regula,r 

mason, but should not be recognized in Ca,lifornia, as such, until he should sever 
his connectiun with the Neva,da lodge, becomc a member of a California lodge 

and pay it the fnll amoullt of the fees for the three degrees. As California is 

one of the jurisdict ions which pays no attention to rejections in others, we 

commend this to the attention of the anti-perpetua,l-jllrisdiction brethren, 
especially tho~e of Kentucky! Of this Bro. P~:RI(lNS says: 

" Ca,li fol'l1ia thus places the onus of the ill[l'ingment of jlll'iRcliction upon 
the individual rather tha,n upon the lodge, Ot' Grand Lodge, ever recogniz
ing the principle tlmt what is regula,rly dOlle in and by sister jurisdictions 
should be accepted as regu!a,r everywhere, but that such regularity may 
a,ttach an irregularity to the illdividual, which he alone ca,n take the initia
tive in removing. It strikes us, that if this principle universally prevailed 
in its a,pplication to the infringement of territorial jurisdiction the vexed 
question would at once and forever disa,ppea,r from s ight." 

If Bro. PERKINS will read the deliverances of Kentucky in relation to this 

matter, he will preceive that this is a settlement which does not settle. 
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And wouldn't it be rather mean for a Grand Lodge to anthorize its lodges 

to confer the degrees on a candidate elsewhere rejected, and when he in

forllls it that he has been refused recognition in his old home, to tell him, 

"Oh, you took that risk"! vVLJile SllCh is the case now, we do not think 

th;lt it will always be tho case, that a Grand Lodge will Le so utterly indif

ferent to the denial of the regularity of its work by the Grand Lodge of 

another jurisdiction. 

Remembering this action of California, in a case in which her jurisdiction 
was in vaded, the following from the report of the same committee at the 

same communication, is "almost too funny for anything": 

"This judgment declares that the brother Curran who had thus been re
jected by the lodge in Troy, and had been, after a sufficit:nt residence, 
rece ived by the Montpelier lodge, 'was la wfully made a mason' by the law 
of the jurisd ictioll in wh ich he was so made, and that' the legality oj this 
act must be j·ecognizecl elsewhere. ' 

"The Grand Lodge of New York accepted that judrment as a correct ex
position of the law, alld we trust that our brethren everywhere will give it 
consideration and arrive at the same conclusion." 

lleplying to Bro. Cox.,;, of Iowa, Bro. PERKI"S well says: 

" Well, Bro. C., because the chapter has a degree known as the Past 
Master's, and the Grand Lodge speaks of a certain portion of the insta lla
t ion ceremony as the Past Master's degree, does it fo llow that they IIlUSt 
necessarily be the same in form and ritual? We saw an item in a paper, 
the oth!'r day, to the effect that Grover Cleveland had been arrested because 
of surreptitious visits to neighboring hen-roosts. Are we to assume that it 
was the respected President of the United States, who was thus brought into 
the clutches of the law? Make your own application of your answer to the 
so-called Past Master's degrees, and see if by any process of reasoning you 
fi nd the Grand Lodge assuming or cla iming to assume any authority over 
any capitular degree. 

"But has Grand Lodge invented or devised a degree not recognized in 
the constitution? Is the esoteric portion of the installation ceremony a 
degree? According to our understanding, a masonic degree is a measure 
of masonic work. The installation of a W. M. is the ceremonial form of in
duction into offiee. It marks in no way a measure of masonic work, conse
quent.ly is in no sense of the word a degree. Bnt the greater includes the 
less, hence the ceremony includes no degree. Will Bro. C. deny that Granel 
Lodge has full power to prescribe its ritualistic ceremon ies, whether esoteric 
or exoteric, installation, bnrial or otherwise? We admit that the esoteric 
portion of the installation ceremony is frequently called the' Past Master's 
degree,' but submit that sneh an application of the term is a !nisnomer in 
the trne masonic sense of the word' degree.' " 

He quotes our Somerset Lodge case, in which its ref llsal to recognize as a 
mason, one of its rejected candidates made a mason in another jurisdiction 

within less than five years, was snstained and adels: 

"The decision was evidently correct, because in conformity with the law 
of the jurisd iction over rejected material, which governs in Maine, viz: for 
the term of five years. But it would not have held in Vermont, where the 
law is similar to that of Canada. The constantly increasing number of these 
cases but emphasizes the fact that there is something radically wrong in the 
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government of the craft. 'Once a mason, a mason always' is too frequently 
answered by 'Yes, but not everywhere.' The necessity for a uniformity in 
regulations bearing upon the subject can but impress itself upon every read
ing and thinking member of the craft." 

Refe rring to the -report of our Committee on History, he says: 

" 'Vhy can not Vermont take a hint from this most commendable conrse 
of Maine? Who knows what historical golden mine might be opened to the 
craft, by imitating in this respect our down· east brethren." 

We hope that the universal commendation which our plan in this respect 

everywhere meets, will stimulate the brethren to do all that ill them lies to 
respond to the appeals of the committee. 

Of Grand Honors, he says: 

" Grand JJodge adopted the report of the committee, and the honors , as 
described above, are to be given on all public masonic occasions, which do 
not by their nature require ' Faneral Grand Honors. ' That there are three 
methods of these public honors, will be a surprise to many. Both the 
'Mackey' and' Maco:v' methods are practiced in Vermont, none having 
been formally adopted by Grand Lodge, so far as we can ascertain. We 
like the new Maine method, and cord ia lly commend it to the favorable con·· 
sideration of V ermon t. " 

In h~s review of New Jersey, he very sensibly says: 

" He thinks the action of Grand Lodge, in directing lodge Secretaries to 
!lOtify other mason ic bodies, of which they may be members, of the suspen
sion or expulsion of brethren, is to be deeply regretted, and says that it is 
equivalent to placing subord inate lodges under a legal obligation to make 
known the private transactions of their lodge rooms. Of course he bases 
his argument upon the catch phrase, 'There are no higher orders in Masonry 
than the Symbolic Lodge, ' something none but the' officially ignorant' 
claim. Vermont masons know of Chapters, Counc ils, Commflllrleries and 
the Scottish Bite, and all have a grand rennion , each year, during masonic 
week in June. Those associations and relations, bringing the different co
ord inate branches of the masonic institution into harmonious relations, give 
rise to the belief that it is not only perfectly proper but right for the lodge 
to exercise the courtesy of notifying other masonic bodies, recogn ized as 
such, of the fall from grace of melllbers in which there is!L mlltual fraternal 
interest. We regret that Bro. Hft ines is not in accord with us, but believe 
we a re right, and that no imposition has been placed upon lodges. " 

The fact is that bald technicalities have no place in Masonry. Bro. 
HA [NES'S position savors of the doctrine of the man who made no effort t() 

save a drowning man, on the pl(oa that he had never been introduced to him! 
Every mason knows, as much as he knows many other things which he has 

no hesitation in say ing he knows, that Chapters, Councils, Commancleries 

and Bodies of the Scottish Rite are masonic bodies; and when he is told 

that he cannot know that they are masonic and therefore must not fraternize 

with them, he truly says, "I do know it as fully as I know anything," and 
mere technicalities are not going to prevent his cultivating masonic and fra

ernal relations with them. 
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VIIWINIA, 1895. 

An excellent portrait of Bro. WILLIAM B. ISAACS, the universalJy lamented 
Grand Secretary, is given as a frontispiece. The Grand Master (.T. P. FITZ

GERALD) pays a brief but just tribute to his memory. 
Shortly after the ueMIt of Bro. ISAACS, the Grand Master was also calJed 

upon to announce the death of the Senior Grand Warden, ]<'RANUI . A. RJo:IlD. 

He says: 
"Upon the demise of our Grand Secretary, (his son and Deputy, Bro. 

Wm. B. Isaacs, Jr., who had sMisfactorily and efficiently discharged the 
duties of the office during the protracted ilJness of his father, being, by law, 
inelig ible to the succession), from my many worthy and capable brethren, I 
selected R. W. Bro. J oseph V. Bidgood, then the Grand Treasurer , to filJ 
the unexpired term, and as his Sllccessor in the office of Grand Treasurer, I 
selected his Deputy, Wor. Bro. ~Frederick Pleasants, a Past Master of Rich
mond Lodge, No. 10." 

Why he was inelig ible, we do not understancl, but presume it was in con

sequence of some express provision of the Virginia code. 

The question of perpetual jurisdiction had been beforc him ; he thus states 

his reply to the Grand Mastel' of Illinois : 

" I gave him succinct.ly the provisions of the Methodical Digest regarding 
qualifications of cand idates for initiation, and what the petition for initia
tion must state, and informed him that if it should appear that a petitioner 
to one of the lodges in Virginia had been rejected by a lodge in another 
jurisd iction, and the case was referred to me for instruction, I should 
order that action be deferred until by correspondence through the office of 
the Grand Secretary, information could be obtained from the lodge which 
had rejected , {)j the cause tlte1'eoj, and the moral qual ifications of the peti
tioner when he resided within its jurisd ictioll, and tha t when such informa
tion was obtained I wOllld determine whether I would permit the lodge in 
Virginia to entertai n the petition. I further informed him, that I do not 
and cannot approve the uoctrine that a profane rejected by a lodge in one 
jurisdiction is 'ipso jacto· deprived of the privilege of ubtaining the rights and 
benefits of Masonry in another, except and until the consent of the subor
dinate lodge which rejected him has been obtained. To sanction any other 
view and to act thereon, might, in my opinion, without just cause, deprive 
some worthy men who have cast their lots in with us, of the great and im
portant privilege of being a mason. I also Illaintain that each subordinate 
lodge in this Grand Jurisdict ion is the sole jndge of tha qnali fication of pro
fanes residing within its terri tory, to receive the rights and benefits of 
Masonry, and that masonic comity does nOL require that a veto upon the 
exercise of that right sha ll be lodged in another subordinate lodge outside 
of this jUl'isdiction." 

The italics are ours: we a re simply overwhelmed with amazement. The 

Mississippi proposition involved a similar inquiry; we had supposed that it 

was hastily written as the equivalent of " If any reason._ was known why 
the party should not be made a mason"; but others did not so ullderstand 

it, and very generally the proposed asking of this question was given as a 

reason which compelled the rejection of the whole proposition, because the 

question is a gross violation of fundamental masonic law. 
App. 14,G. L. 
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But he had an actual case from P ennsylvania: a Virginia lodge made a 
mason of a candidate rejec ted by a P ennsylvania lodge, without its consent. 
He caused an investigation to be made, and it was found that the lodge 
knew of his rejecti~l, and had a correspondence with th e Secretary of the 
Pennsylvania lorlge, who gave wlwt he believe(l to be the cause of the rejection. 

The Virginia lodge accepted the candidate and conferred the dp,grees upon 

him. The Grand Master sustained the action of the lodge, and so notified 
the Grand Master of P ennsylvania. The party had applied to visit the lodge 
in the latter state, but we can safely predict that the amount of visitation 
that will be accorded will scarcely pay for the time spent in asking it. 

The italics in this paragraph state a fact which, in almost all jllrisdictionR, 
would cause the expulsion of the one (if within the juri8uiction) a,sking the 
question, and of the one answering it. W e wonder if it is actually allow
able in Virgiuia to undertake to obtain the cause of a rejection. and to give 
information and opinions tending to show what that cause was? 

The Grand Lodge concurred in the view of the law taken by the Grand 
Master. 

In this connection, the following is of interest: 

" I have in two instances suspended the operation of section 233, and per
mitted a rejected candidate to be recommended again for initia tion before 
the expiration of twelve months from the date of his rejection . 1 did so 
because in each case the brother who had cast the rejecting hallot had re
quested the Master to prefer the request, stat.ing that he had done so under 
a misapprehension, and desired as soon as possible to correct his mistake." 

It would seem from this, that in Virginia, a rejection by one of its own 
lodges is a bar for a year; while a rejection by a lodge out of the state is no 
bar at all. 

It will be seen by the followin g, that the la w in relation to laYlllg cornel' 
stones in this jurisdiction varies from that in mORt others in which toe cere

mony is always performed by the Grand Lodge : 

" And just here permit IPe to say that there seems to be some misappre
hension in ·the minds of the brethren, occasioned, it may be, by some con
fusion in the form of the ceremony given in the ])igest, on the subject of 
the laying of corner stones, and by wh om they are laid. I apprehend, that 
the Grand Lodge is convened in special commlll1ication to lay the corner 
stones of National or State buildings, or of monuments commemorative of 
historical events, or as memorials of historic personages. The corner stones 
of other bnildings, such as churches, courthouses, schools and colleges, are 
laid by some subordinate lodge invited by the proper authorities to do so; 
if on such occasions the Grand Master or other officer of the Grand Lodge 
be present by invitation of the subordinate lodge, he conducts the ceremony 
as the Master of such lodge." 

Of Public Installations, he says: 

"Notwithstanding at the last Grand Annual Communication a com m ittee 
recommended 'that the public installation of officers should not be per
mitted,' inasmuch as SllCh recommendation was not then adopted, but laid 
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over for consideraLion at this communication, at the earnest solicitation of 
the Masters of several of the lodgcs, accompan ied by the recommendation 
of the District Deputy Grand Masters, I granted them permission to publicly 
install their officers on the 24th of June. I had the pleasure of being with 
Amelia Lodge, No. 101, on that day, and by rcq uest, publicly insta lled its 
officers. I did not observe that Masonry suffered detrim ent thereby, and I 
have been informed that the zeal of some of the melllbers of the lodge was 
quickened, and interest in Masonry awakened in th e minds of SOllie obse1'·· 
vel's, who hitherto had been indifierent to its cl,~ilL1s. I beg, however, that 
my grant of this permission and what I have said, Illay not be taken as an 
attempt to forestall your act ion 0 11 the question when it is presented for con
sideration, for I shall listen with pleasure to what may be assigned as reasons 
for the proposed legislation, and my mind is open to cOllviction that it is 
best to adopt the recoIllmendation, if such shall be the conclusion of the 
committee now having it under advisement." 

The committee, however, reported. to strike out the words" installation of 

officers," so as to hJ<Lve the law as fo llows: 

"Sec. 138. The constitution of new lodges, Lhe dedication of masonic 
buildings or lodge-rooms may be public with the pcrlllission of the Grand 
Master. " 

The Grand J,odge adopted Lhe report. Wherein the " public installation 

of officers" is" aga inst the sp irit of the institution," [nore than the constitu

tion of lodges, or the dedication of halls, the cOlllmittee do not say, and it 

will puzzle the craft to determine; especially as the installation of its officers 

is a necessary component part of Lhe constitution of a lodge. It is a legiti

mate criticism of the report that the comm ittee base Lheir conclusion upon 

what they" believe" is " ,tgainst the spirit of the iusLitution " raLher than 

upon the ancient usages of the craft-the only correct test. 

He made several decisions, from some of which we dissent: 

1. ,A brother was ordered to be cited to show cause why he should not be 

snspenclecl for lion-payment of dnes; at Lhe time fixed, the Secretary sLated 
that he had obeyed the order; the brother not appearing and no motion 

being made to the contrary, the Master put the question of suspension to 

vote and declared it carried. Subsequeutly it appeared that tI'le c itation 

had not been legally served, and a motion was made to rescind th~ action, 

but the Master refused to entertain it, and applied to the Grand Mastel' for 

instruction. He sustained the Mastel', and instructed him that. the remedy 

was by appeal (to which we would add, "by memori,tl," if the time for 
appeal had expired) ; correct so fa r; but he added that the Master could 

declare the whole proceedings void; while we luwe been inclined to hold 
that the Master should have this power, subject to appeal, the law is uni

versal, so far as we have been able to discover, that when the proceedings 

have been actually closed, the power of the Master, as well as of the lodge, is 

exhausted, and recourse must be had to the Grand Master or Grand Lodge. 

He further decided: 
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"2. That a member cited to appear at a stated communication, to show 
cause why he shall not be suspended for non-payment of dues, can do so at 
any tillie during that communication, notwithstanding, that before his ap
pearance the Master had submitted the question of his suspension to a vole, 
and the vote had been in favor of sURpension, there being no prescribed order 
in which the busin~'ss of a looge shall be dispatcheo, and the citation being. 
to appear at that communicatioll, and not at any particular period thereof." 

We regard this as utterly erroneous; the hOllr of holding the stated com

munication is fixed in the by-laws, and a citation to appear at the stateo com

munication is, ex v'i termini, to appear at its opening and to be in readiness 

at any time during its continuance, unless it is otherwise ordered by the 

Master or the lodge. 

Also: 

" I further decided that whether the cause so shown is good and sufficien t 
to cause the Master to discharge the citation is a question of law, to be 
decided by him without action of the lodge, from which decision an appeal 
can be taken to the Grand Master, either by the member cited, if adverse 
to him, or by any other member, if favorable to the delinquent. " 

This is correct, the facts upon which the cause rests being admitted, or 

previously determined by the lodge. 

The Grand Lodge endorsed, as we do most heartily, the following: 

"The only other decision I deem of sufficient importance as to merit 
mentiou in this report, was that all electric power-house about to be erected 
by a corporation for the purpose of furnishing light to a city does not, nor 
does a county prison, belong to that class of public buildings, the corner 
stones of which masonic lodges have been accustomed to lay." 

He had had an enormous task in the examination of the by-laws of the 

oifferent lodges, and the fact led to the appointment of a committee to re

port a code to be " enjoined" on lodges. 

He had fonnd the almost universal error which the makers of by-laws fall 

into-the neglect of the rule which has no exception, viz: "No provision of 

the superior law, nor anything ill conflict with the superior law, should ever 

be inserted in a code of by-laws." While it is wise to publish with the by

laws so much of the snperior law as affects the lodge, it should never be in

cluded in them. By-laws are not masonic lctw, but only the regulations of 

the lodge, adopted by it to enable it to administer its affairs according to 

that law. 

The lodges had not acted upon this principle, and he had to return some 

of the codes with his disapproval of nearly everything in them. Of the 

cause of this tendency to over-legislate, he says: 

"The cause of this would be legislation is not far to seek. It arises 
because we have been born and reared under a democratic government, and 
believe that the people governed are the source from which COllles authority 
to govern; and lllany of us are members of societie~ which do derive their 
powers from the consent of those composing thell. But it is nGt so in 
Masonry. It had its origin before democratic governm,mt was even in the 
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mind of the wildest dreamer, and has ma intained its unity-i rs uniqneness, 
amid the successive changes of govel'llments from despotism to aristocrac ies, 
and from aristocracies to democracies. " 

The committee well say: 

" We cord ially concur with him in the opinion that it is a too prevalent 
practice to em body in these by ·laws useless and unnecessary repetition of 
the laws of the Grand Lodge, and that the pmctice should be condem ned 
and discontinued. While these enactments as by-laws are enti rely super
fluous, and no additional force is thereby given to the mandatE'S of the Grand 
Lodge, the practice is misleading to the less informed brethren ill an appar
ent suggestion of the power of the subordinate lodge in the amendments 
of its code of by·laws to change for its own government the paramount 
statutes of the Grand Lodge. " 

The Grand Master made a most eloquent appeal in behalf of the Mason ic 
Home. 

His address, as a whole, merits th e compliment paid to it by the Grand 
Lodge in ordering a thousand copies printed for immediate distribution. 

Upon the recommendation of the com mittee, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

"Resolveil, That the Grand Secretary donate to the Masonic Library of the 
lodge of Norway, Maine, copies of the Proceed ings for the years 1859, 18(H, 
2, <I, 4, 7, 1872, 74, 1880, 8 1, 83, 84, 86, 1890,91,92, 93 and 94, if in his 
discretion such copies can be spared." 

We congratulate the brethren of Oxford County upon having access to a 

full file of the Proceedings of this venerable Grand Lodge, and we know 

that they highly appreciate the privilege. 

There was no Report on Correspondence, but the Grand Secretary (Bro. 

G~,ORGE W. CARRINGTON) promises us one next year. 

Instead of the report, we have an abstract of the History of Roman Eagle 
Lodge. The venerable Bro. GEORGE W. DAME prepared a history of the 

lodge, requ iring some five or s ix times as much space as was allowed to the 

committee. They regretted the necessity of condensing it, and we all unite 

with them, espec ially as since its publication, its venerable author has gone 
out from among us. 

In this connection we notice that about one hundred and eighty pages of 

this volume are devoted to the publication of the returns of the lodges: we 

wish Bro. CARRING'I'ON would inform us what the reason for this is: it has 
seemed to us that the expense of doing this could be more usefully employed 

for the benefit of the craft. 

WASHINGTON, 1895. 

A portrait of the retiring Grand Mastel', JOSEPH MARION TAI' LOR, graces 

the Proceedings. 
It seems that for twenty-four years after its organization, the Grand Lodge 
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held its sessions at Olympia; but that since then it has been" on wheels." 
Coming to Olympia to hold its session in 1805, it was welcomed by P. G. 

Master NATIlAN S. PORTER on behalf of the masons and of the city in elo

quent words, to which Bro. WILLIAM H. U['TON, Grand Orator, as eloquently 

replied. 
The Grand Master (JOSEl'l-I MARION TAYLon) refers with evident pleasure 

to the growth of the Grand Lodge since 1858 with its four lodges, to 1895 

with its over one hundred lodges. 
He proceeds to give a concise account of his very numerous official acts 

and decisions-so numerous that one wonders how occasion could a r ise for 

so much work. 

The larger proportiou of his forty decisions are based on local law. 
That law allows that a petition may be withdrawn before the committee 

reports. In two cases, it W:1S stated that petitions were withdrawn by the 

candidates upon the advice of members of the lodge. The giving of this 

advice was held by the Grand Master to be a masonic offence; but we believe 

that OUl' law in Maine (adopted on account of a similar abuse), that a peti

tion, of wh ich the lodge has jurisdiction, must go to a ballot, and can be 

withdrawn only after a favorabl e ballot thereon, is correct and wise. How
ever, as we read the report of the committee, it wns decided that no offence 

was committed: so much more reason for a chnnge in the law. 

The Grand Mastel' was of the opinion that a general waiver of jurisdic

tion over cand idates res iding neal' the state l ine is unwise and dangerous, 

and the Grand Lodge concllrred. He also wisely advised lodges not to seek 

fo r material for Masonry in another Gmnd jurisdiction. 

In another case, a Master overruled the objection of a member to confer

ring the degrees on an elected candidate; the Grand Master reversed the rul

ing of the Mastel', and correctly, upon th e case as presented: but it subse

quently appeared that the objection was made in open lodge, and was ex
pressly stated by the objector not to be against the candidate, but against 

conferring any degree in the lodge " while the present Master is in the 
chair.". The Grand Lodge decided that the Master correctly overruled the 

objection, and added that he ought to have ordered charges to be preferred 

against the objector : '~so say we all of us." 

A member of a lodge may recommend a candidate unknown to him, upon 

the information deemed by him reliable, which he obtains from masons not 

members of the lodge: this is good sense, but our printed form would have 

to be modified in such a ca.~e: a recommendation conld not properly be made 

in such a case if the by-laws of the lodge require it to be by a member 

"personally acquainted with the candidate." 

The Grand Mastel', in several decisions, held firm ly that the legal residence 

of a candidate determines the jurisdiction in which he must apply. One 
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case was of a man claiming his residence in Washington while his family 

had been in Maine for twenty months: the Grand Master properly applied 

this principle; in such cases, however, careful inquiry should be made. 

Aftcr writing the above, we looked at the report of the committee-but we 

shall let what we have written stand. 

The committee divided: the majority favored overruling the Grand Master's 

decision. They base their opinion upon the constitution of their Grand 

Lodge, which prov ides that a candidate shall not be accepted" who has not 

been an actual resident of Washington at least twelve months." They hold 
that" actual" is used in contradistinction to "leglJ.I." W e think that they 

are partly right and partly wrong. Th e common law of Masonry, which is 

now held to be binding on all Grand Lodges, is that candidates must apply 

in the Grand Jurisdiction in which thcy have their legal res idence. No 

Grand Lodge can properly adopt a po licy contrfl.ry to this rnle, but lllay 

adopt additionfl.1 requirements.. We hold thfl.t under the provision quoted, 

a candidate must have hfl.d both his legal fl.nd actual residence (if there is 

any difference) in Washington for twelve months. But we hold that a 

man's actunl residence is his legal residence; to allow a lodge to make a dis

tinction bet.ween what they mfl.y call fl. man's" legal residence" fl.nd his 
"actual l'es idence" will produce no end of confusi on and cases of conflict 

of jurisdiction, already a ltogether too numerous. The reason given by the 

committee is, beyond qnestion, correct: 

"There can be but oue reason for requiring that a person shalllmve resided 
a certain time, 0 1' any time, in the jurisd iction, in order to become a quali5ed 
petitioner, and that reason is, tlmt the members of the lodge shall have had an 
opportunity to know whether or lIot he is fit material. Any residence other 
than the habitat-the place where he actually is-does not answer this pur
pose. Any other construction of t his statute will defeat the object of the 
law. A man may not be at the place of his legal residence ollce in three 
years; in that' cfl.se, t he brethren in that locality hfl.ve no personal knowledge 
of the daily act~ of the fl.pp licant, which alone const itute that chamcter 
which determines whether or not he is tit material for Masonry. W e believe 
that our by-laws require a candidate to petition the lodge at t he pl fl.ce where 
be lives, acts, tmnsacts business,-the place of his habitat,-whenever that 
place happens to be d ifferent from the place of his legal residence." 

We commend to our 'Washington brethren the considemtion of the pro

vision of OUI' own constitution, that he must have been a resident of the 

state a year, fl.nd during s ix months of that t ime had his d\velling-place, 

and been personally present, within the jurisdiction of the lodge. Since the 

adoption of this provision, we have not had a case of complaint against one 

of Ollr lodges, either from wiLhin or withont our state. 
We hold thfl.t, while the decision of the Grand Mastel' was correct under 

the general masonic law, it was incorrect under that law, and the la w of bis 

Grand Lodge, taken together. 
We concur in the report of the minority of the committee as far as it goes, 
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but think it does not go far enough under the Constitution of that Grand 

Lodge: 

. "The Grand Master has decided that a man's legal residence is his 
masonic residence. I can see no faul t with this. There may be technical 
objections to it, nIl.9n the grounds that a man's legal res idence is not always 
his actual residence; but cases are so rare where his legal res idence is not 
his actual residence, they are mere exceptions. And in some cases where a 
man would claim an actual residence different from his legal residence for 
a ny length of time, he might be conside red questionable material. I do not 
believe that Masonry shou lcl hunt for applicants for the degrees, and that 
everybody, e.xcept, perhaps, seafarin g men, should have a fixed and legal 
residence, and t hat should be his masonic residence. Such a fixed rule can 
injure no one, and therefore, I think the dec ision of the Grand Master should 
be concurred in." 

After q\lite a discussion the Grand Lodge adopted the major ity report, 

overruling the decisions of the Grand Master. 

Of tbe Wisconsin proposition, the Grand Master says: 

" Masonry i.s a charitable institution, bnt is not beneficiary. Charity is a 
moral duty, bnt can never be made a legal dUt.y . The Great Light teaches 
ns that in bestowing a lms' not to let onr left hand know what our rigbt 
hand doeth.' 

"A lmost the first lesson tangll t us by Masonry, is that should we find any 
one in need or distress, we shall not hes itate to relieve him so far as his 
necessities require and our ab ility permi ts. We are not taught to ask him 
for a return. No. What we give we give free ly, without thought of re
imbursement. Tlds is charity. This is the love for ou r brethren and for 
ma nkin rl which Ollr beautiful mason ic ritnal so forc ibly teaches us. To ask 
for a return for distress relieved is so repllgnant to our idea of pure charity 
that we must say, with a ll lIue deference for tht3 distinguished brethren con
stituting the committee that formulated the plan as presen ted in this letter, 
th at it is uot in accordance with the pure principles of masonic charity and 
that its adoption would prostitute the grand principles of the mason ic fra
ternity into thA narrow, selfish ways of a mere beneficiary Order." 

Bro. WILLIAM H. UPTON, Grand Orator, deli vered a very in teresting ora

tion on "Some pha&es of }'reemasonry." 

After an eal'llest discussion, the Grand Lodge located the library at Olym
pia and its Grand East at Seattle. 

The Report on Conespondence (with Index, 222 pp.) was presented by 

Bro. VVlLLIAM II. UPTON. The style in which it is prin ted gives from fifteen 

to twenty per cent. more matter to a page than any page of onr report con
tains. 

He is not on the committee for next year, and we, therefore, shall omit 

notice of very many of his deliverances, llS we are not willing to attack t he 

posit ions of one who cannot reply. vVe do this all the more willingly, 

because his not iolls will find little snpport, but very many of them will fall 

as if still born. 

He has read some old books and manuRcripts and undertakes to decide 
all questions by them, j·egardless oj the ttsages oj the craft from the time 
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they were written till now. He speaks sneeringly of old men who talk of 

"what was taught when I was made a mason." He plumes himself on 

having commenced the study of masonic history and law immediately after 

his initiation, before he had preconceived theories, and vaunts his superiority 

over those who (he assnmes) base the ir opinions npon what tbey were taught 

when they made masons, or were" biased by long familarity with the doc

trines or usages of societ ies of masons with which masonic lodges have no 

connection!" It does not seem to occur to him that others may have com

menced study ing immed iately after their initiation (and that, too, probably 
before he was born) and have kept study ing ever s ince, and that, too, with 

the power of appreciating what they study. The irres istible concl usion from 

his claims is that CUARLES W. MOORE, ALBBRT G. MACKEY, SAMUBL LAW

RENCE, WILLIAM P. MgLLI<:N, CHARLES A. FULLER, JOHN J". LEWIS, and 

many others of that class of men and masons in the past generation held 

utterly erroneous views in relation to the fundam ental principles of Masonry, 

and especially as to masonic law and polity. 

While we think that these facts are sufficient reason for not taking up his 

report in detail and exposing its el'l'ors, we give one sample of his knowledge 

of masonic polity and principles and of his logic. He is discnssing the effect 

of a rejection, and says: 

"The decision of the lodge is not a jndgment at all ; and in no way re
sembles a judgment. (If some of the following reasons be doubted, enough 
of them will be accepted to settle that question): The lodge is not acting ill 
a jndicial capacity; it has no judicial jurisdiction over profanes; no trial is 
had; the' accused' is not heard , or permitted to offer evidence; no issues 
are framed; no court ever existed in which a verd ict of guil ty followed if a 
vast majority of the triers considered t he' accuser]' innocent." 

The decision of the lodge is a judgment and so "resembles a judgment": 

the lodge is acting in a judicial capacity in the method provided by ancient 

usage and law, for determining whether a man who is claimed to be fit to 
be made a mason is fit, or is not: it has judicial jurisdiction over a profane 

the moment he pre.qents his petition to it: a trial i.q had , "after the manner 

of masons," primarily by the comm ittee, and then , upon their report, by the 

lodge; the candidate is heard through the friends to whom he refers or by 

whom he is recommended; an issue is framed, t he moment he. presents his 

petition-that he is fit to be made a mason; the barden is on him to prove 

that he is fit, and if he fails to satisfy the lodge that he is, judgment goes 

against him. That the candidate is not personally heard, does him DO in

justice, for he knows that in advance, and accepts the s ituation by filing 

his petition. 
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WEST VIRGINIA, 1895. 

We have portraits of .JOHN M. COLLINS, Grand MaSter, and C¥ROS S. 
McKENZIE, Grand L ecturer, with a brief biographical skp.tch of each ; and 

a cut of the new_Masonic Temple at Charleston, the corner stone of which 
was laid Augnst- lO, 1895, by the Grand Lodge. Five other communica

tions were held for laying corner stones-of a Masonic Temple, a church, a 

city build ing, a public library building and a soldiers' monument. 

The Grand Master (GEORG E W. FElDT) says that" peace and harmony 

have brought to the craft in 'Vest Virginia renewed prosper ity and the 

means of a more extendcd benevolence for the alleviation of human suffer-

ing. " 
He had established mason ic correspondence with" the Grand Lodges of 

South Australia, New Zealand and New South 'Vales." 
He had issued dispensations for public installations and for various other 

purposes. Fol1\' of his decisions relate to physical qnalifications; the same 
rule prevails as in our jurisdiction. 

Among his others, are the following: 

" It is unmasonic for a brother mason to prefer charges against another 
brother elected Mastel' of the lodge for the purpose of delaying 01' prevent
ing his installation when more than six months had elapsed after the com
mission of the offence, he knowing the offence had been comm itted and 
had fail ed to prefer the charges during a ll that time. 

" Statements made by a brother mason on his death-bed in the presence 
of two Mastel' Masons is not adm issible as evidence on the tr ial of a brother 
Master Mason, without due notice is given the accused of the time and place 
of taking tbe statement, and it is made upon his masonic honor 01' under the 
sanctity of a legal oath." 

"Ve do not assent to the first. If the charges are made in bad faith, it is 
unmasonic to make them at all; if they are made in good faith, the neglect 

to make them sooner is no reason at all why a mason, guilty of unmasonic 

conduct, should be ins talled into office. 

The second presents a 1110re difficult question; it does not come within the 

rule of the civi l law in relation to "ante m01·tem dec larations," but we are 

inclined to bold that the declarations of a deceased brother, made in prospect 
of death, should be received in a masonic trial, with such weight as the 

brethren, after being duly cautioned, may give to them. 

An E . A. moved into Kentucky: with the consent of his lodge, he peti

tioned the Kentucky lodge in whose jurisd iction he resided, for the other 

degrees a nd was rejected: he returned to his former home, and the Grand 

Master decid ed that the other lodge could receive his petition without the 

consent of the Kentucky lodge. 

This is not good law in most of the jUl'isd ictions- but Kentucky has gone 

so jurisdiction-mad that we have no idea what view will be taken of the 

case. 
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The Graud Master made an eloquent appeal in behalf of a Masonic Home. 
The Grand Lodge appointed a committee to consider the matter, who wisely 
sent out a circular to obtain information as to the extent of the need of snch 
an Institution. 

The Grand Secretary says: 

"There was seemingly an extra demand for copies of our publ ished pro
ceedings for the current year. Long ago every spare copy was disposed of, 
and I could have gotten rid of perhaps forty additional copies, if I had bad 
them. Proceedings are wanted by libraries, and by brothers who keep files 
of the Proceedings of the Grand Lodges of the country, and also by masonic 
supply establishmeJlts." 

We do not believe in the expediency of parting with all the Proceedings: 
copies should be kept to supply new lodges, new Grand Lodges and to re
place sets destroyed by fire. Our Granu Lodge has non e of quite a number 
of years, and for nearly all of the oLhers only so many as ought to be kept 
for the purposes stated; and yeL brethren, who have concluded to for1l1 a 
masonic library for themselves or their lodge, tilin k it strange that they can
noL be fully supplied. 

He says there has been a growing demand for the MoniLor, wl,ich he re
gards as an encomging sigh of growth and prosperity ; but he regrets that 
the demand for the Digest had been limited, because a larger nse of iL would 
save discussion and appeals. 

The Deputy Grand Lecturers and District Deputy Grand Masters made 
reports. There seems to be one of each of these officers for each district. 
An examination of their reports fails to disclose to us any reason why tbe 
two offices cannot be consolidated and much time and expense saved. 

"How to wear the apron" was discussed, a rule adopted, and the Grand 
Lecturer directed to teach accordingly. 

A Secretary, not a Past Master, in quired how he was to know who are 
Past Masters, in making his retu rns, and he was directed to return only 
those whom the records of his lodge show to be such. This is understood 
to apply only to making returns, in which the Secretary gives only the Past 
Masters of his own lodge. We do not understand, however, that other Past 
Masters are not to be recogn ized on proper occasions. 

"Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of each subordinate 
lodge under the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, upon the expulsion, sus
pension for non-payment of dues or snspension forunmasonic conduct there
from, cf any member thereof, to immediately notify snch member by a 
written notice under seal of the lodge, that he has been so dealt with, and 
if said member is a non-resident of this state, to notify the Grand Secretary 
of tbe Grand Lodge ill whose jurisdiction he is living "ill' sojourning, with 
the request that said Grand Secretary notify tile lodge where such member 
is living or sojourning (should th ere be one) of such action. And if the 
brother disciplined be soiourn ing in the jurisdiction of another Grand Lodge, 
the Secretary shall inform the Grand Secretary of such other Grand Lodge 
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of the penalty imposed upon the sojourning brother, and of such brother's 
re-instatement should that occur. " 

Bro. ODELL S. LONG delivered a brief address, very highly appreciltted, 
in which he described how Masters can make their meetings attractive by 

explaining the Sjil}bols of Masonry, and in illustration he explained the 
symbolism of the" 47th Problem of Euclid." The Grand T_odge adopted 

a vote of thanks, with an invitation to deliver a similar address next year. 

The Grand Lodge ordered that a uew edition of the text book be published, 

with" the ancient charges and landmarks" as given in Dove' s Virginia Text 
Book. 

The Report ou Correspondence (274 pp.) was presented by Bro. GEORGE 

W. ATKINSON, the Grand Secretary. 

He gives the most complete abstract of the important matters in the Pro

ceedings reviewed, with comments, brief or otherwise, as they seem to re
qUIre. 

He questions the correctness of the decision that when the Master is the 
accuser, he cannot preside, and must leave the hall when the vote is taken. 

\Ve do not; for while he is "the Supreme ruler of the lodge " in one sense, 

he is amenable to Grand Lodge law, and when that provides that the ac

cuser can take no part in the proceedings of the lodge, the Master comes 

both within the language of the rule and in the reason for it. 

Nor does he approve the California decision that a person claiming to be 

a mason, and probably a mason, but who could not prove himself to be such, 

had better be treated as a profane, and be required to be initiated before 

being recognized. 

But he assumes that that which was pj'obably tru e was cej·tainly true. 

We cannot see that there is any wrong or harm in treating a man, who can
not prove himself to be a mason, as a profane and dealing with himas such. 

Should we refuse to keep him out perpetually because we slLspect but do not 

know that he is a mason? He has no more light in Masonry than if he has 

never received any, if in(leed he ever had. 

He gives a full account of matters of interest in our Proceedings of 1895, 

especially commending the conclud~ng remarks of Urand Master BURBANK. 

Of "Schools of Instruction," he says: 

" In West Virginia, we tried a two days' school which convened immedi
ately after the Grand Lodge adjourned, and kept it up for three years, and 
at our last session it was abandoned. For a while we thought we had struck 
just the thing at last; but it failed to prove satisfactory. In Maine, the 
conventions may prove satisfactory, bnt I am forced to the conclusion, 
based upon much observation, that no plan is equal to a personal call 
on each lodge by the Grand Lecturer or one of his deputies, and there 
remain with a few of the bright brethren nutil they thoroughly commit the 
work. This is slower, and more expensive, but when done, it counts for 
something. " 
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He quotes" one paragraph, every line of which is full of history," from 

Bro. B [JRN lIA~l 'S address, having previously said: 

"The second day of the session was devotr,d to a celebration of the 
seventy-fifth an niversary Df the organ ization of the Grand Lodge. The his
torical address was delivered hy Past Grand Master Edward P. Burnham. 
It is nothing short of an encyc loped ia of detailed events of history. He 
beo-ins with the chartering of the province of Maine April 3, 1639, by Charles 
1, 'king of ' England, and ends, of conrse, with the second reign of Grover 
Cleveland. " 

He does not qu ite agree with us as to the threatening aspect of the ques· 

tions of non-atT:i liation and jurisdiction, saying: 

" I quote his concluding paragraph, bnt I do not agree with my learned 
brother that the questions he ment ions are by any means as ' threatening' 
as he would Imve us believe they are. Masonry will continue to live and 
flourish unless its secret work is published to the world." 

While we earnestly wish that the use of "ciphers" could be avoided, yet 

inasmuch as it is certain that they were used in the days of Webb and ever 
since (alld probably to as great an extent in proportion to the number of 

masons, ) we have no great fears from the sources which he suggests. 

WISCONSIN, 1895. 

The Granr!l\'[aster HllLUI W. SA WY EIl, says: 

" It is with satisfaction that I report that, notwithstanding the depression 
which for a season has characteri zed business and business interests , the 
fraterrlity in tbis jurisdiction is prosperous, and , generally speaking, in a 
satisfactory condi t ion. In this connection, however, I desire to say tha t I 
have been , and am fo rcibly impressed of the fact, that three most essentia l 
requisites to th e high character and best interest of the fraternity are, in a 
measure, overlooked by not only many of th e members, but by the Masters 
of some of the subonlinate lodges." 

* * * * * * * * * 
" FiT·st. Th at the examination as to the character amI qualifications of 

candidates for the degrees should be most careful and critical; and should 
any in timation against one's character, whether before or after ballot, come 
to the knowledge of the Master, from a mason or otherwise, he should cause 
it to be fut\y investigated, and, if in his judgment, t he interest of the craft 
at large demand it, stay proceedings. The desire of a lodge to increase its 
membership or revenues, and the friendship and wishes of individual mem
bers a re Rubordinate to the in terest of the craft. Nor should it be sufficient 
that the candidate be a 'good fellow' as the world goes; that he has never 
done anything very bad ; that in these days of rush and money making, he 
is about as good as the average, and is able to look out fo~No. 1.' This is 
not Masonry. We have URe neither for sharper~, ' nobodies nor moral 
wrecks. The candidate to be admitted to the lodge should be able to com
prehend, apprec iate and, in his daily walk, teach Masonry. Let it be re
membered that, although valuable lessons are taught, yet the reputation of 
the craft is not made in the lodge room. The important dutieR of Masonry 
are not performed by the lodge. Masonic duties a re personal to every mason 
and admonish him to walk uprightly before God and man. Would he be a 



222 C orrespondence- Wz'sconsz'n. 

mason, he mnst be a man in all that the term implies. So it is that the 
character and daily walk of every candidate admitted to the longe redonnds 
to the honor or dishonor of the craft. 

"Seconcl. The right of any member to cast the black ball , or by objec
tion, to prevent the initiation of any candidate, without question, and with
ont having his motives impugned, shuuld be carefu lly guarded. Any mem
ber and any llumbei" of members, however friendly to the candidate, or 
however mach they desire his admission to the lodge, who in any ·manner 
try to circumvent or defeat this right, COlllUlit a seriolls offence against 
Masonry. 

"'l'hil·cl. That he lovf's Masolll"Y most who knows it best. That' a little 
learning is a dangerous thiug' is a truism in Masonry. The inclination is 
quite too common to hurry candidates through the degrees. Pressure of 
work, anxiety of candidates to 'get through' ant! other re~tsons are urged 
for rushing to and through the M. M. degree. The result iti, that although 
each degree conta ins valuable lessons which every masoll shunld learn and 
apprec iate, the lessons are not thoroughly taught, no deep and lasting im
pressions are made, and the candidate, thuugh a Master Mason, is left in the 
best pussible condition to overlook his duties and obligatiDns as such." 

We welcume these deliverances with hearty a nd grateful thanks. They 

are most opportune. We hope they may be read by those real enemies of 

Masomy, who are practically teaching that it is a crime to shut th e door to 

any applicant. Or, if this language is deemed a little too strong, we hope it 
will be read by those who practically teach that every cand idate shon1cl be 

admitted, unle1;s it is pruved that he i1; unworthy. This doctrine of M. 'V. 
Bro. SAWYEIl is not new. 11 e has only repeated in forc ible terms the doc

·trine of the fathers. BLlt we have heard so much ~tbout the wickedness of 

rejecting candidates and so mllch condemnation of thuse who dare to say 

"no" to any, that these utterances come" li ke a tnlmpet blast" to·reani

mate the h eart and revive the courage to stant! by the old ways. 

Of the" Wisconsin proposition " he says: 

" The objection has been urged tlla~ ' to relieve the distressed' is a n in
d ividual obligation inCUlIll)ellt upon every mason, a nd that the tendency of 
this movement is to shift this obligation f r0111 the individual to t,he lodges. 
I can see no reason to fear any 1;uch resnlt, and I am sure such was not the 
purpose of this Grand Lodge. I believe that no Grand Lodge goes furtber 
in asserting, and that no individualmasolls go furtber in assuming and dis
charging their duty to contribute to the relief of the distressed to the best 
of their ability tha n those of Wisconsin. But, in the mtture of things, snch 
relief must be principally local. Ability to contribute is freqnently ex
hausted before necessity ceases. The needy brother may be a member of a 
lodge in some uther Grand Jurisdiction, or he may be a non-affiliatfld mason, 
llevertheless, and in either case, a mason in .good standing, in these cases, 
where and to whom may he or his family look for relief? An unaffiliated 
mason iR entitlelJ to the same recognition and relief as members of lodges, 
except 'lodge ' pri vileges. It is , therefore, the equal duty of all masons 
wherever he may be, to contribute to his relief according to their a bility. 

"With an affiliated mason it is somewhat different. Membership in a 
lodge carries with it a more direct obligation on the part uf the lodge and 
its members, to take the initiative anll furnish relief. I take it that, in a 
great majority of cases, such relief to members is contributed from lodge 
funds, and a material question is, therefore, raised, to wit: Should a mem-
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bel' of a lodge require immediate relief, wben abroad, has he any of these 
lodge advantages; if so, should his own lodge or some other stand the 
burden? " 

As this comm ittee has subm itted a special report upon this question, we 

forbear further comment than to suggest that he assumes that every mason 

is entitled to receive from the craft relief to the amount of his needs, with

out reg~trd to their ability, and that the committee's plan makes it the duty 
of the lodge to give relief to tbat extent and of the Grand Lodge to guarantee 

the performance of this duty by the lodge. 

Among his numerous decisions was one in a case in which, after a lodge 

had held a meeting, it was discovered that the charter was not present, and 

he decided tbat the work done was not inva lid; he says: 

" I am not unmindful of the fact that some writers of :'I1asonic Jurispru
dence maintain that the li teml presence of the Charler is indispensable to a 
valicl. comm unication. While I would not knowingly cl.epart from either a 
landmark 01' any of the principles of Ancient Craft Masonry, I am unable 
to see why, under our system, such a rule should be adhered to when the 
fact that the lodge is a charte)'ed lodge is well knowll. In this case the lodge 
was regularly chartered and the charter was in its possession and nnder its 
control. Though not within the room when the work was done it conld 
and would have been produced if called for. Such being the case, it would 
be extremely technical to hold that the proceedings were invalid because 
the charter was not present.. I therefore held that while th e propel' place 
for the charter is in the lodge room, its literal presence is not indispensable 
to a valid commun ication." 

We agree in his conclus ion, but not in the reasons given for it. If the 

absence of the charter had been discovered while the lodge was in seSSion, it 

would havc been his duty to suspend proceedings until the charter should 
be procured; but when the lodge has beeu closed, and the record made, it 

is too late to mise the questiun. The record shows a lawful communication 

of the lodge, and the principle, that the record shall prevail over all other 

evidence, should be applied. 
The presence of the charter Bhould be insisted upon, (even though we 

can see no reason for the rnle,) because such . is the old usage and the old 

law. 
He decided further: 

Although any member may object to tbe initiat ion of a candid~tte without 
giv ing any reason for so doing, yet should the member voluntarily state his 
re~lsons, and they be such as .Freemasonry can under no circumstances rec
ogllize, as for instance that the candidate belongs to a particular political 
party·or to any particular church, if based upon a belief in God, the W. M. 
should disregard the objection and confer the degree-otherwise Masonry 
might be forced into the unmasonic attitune of r ecoghizing party politiCS 
and sectarianism in religion. It is an established and" unalterable law of 
Masonry that political and religious controversy must be excluded from the 
lodge." 

Of this the committee say: 
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" Disapprove of decision 12. It is the absolute right to object to initia
tion. If he g ives his reasons therefor, it makes no difference whether ob
jection good or bad, objection stands. The only remedy is to discipline the 
objector. " 

The report was adopted by the Grand Lodge: but it is contrary to the law 

and decision of every other Gralld Lodge, so far as we have observed. The 
objector is not obl iged to give his reasons; but it is universally held, until 

this decision was made, that if he does give his reasons, he submits their 

validity to the judgment of the Master or the lodge, subject, of course, to an 

appeal to the Grand Lodge. 
The Gnwd Master held tllat a calldidate, phys;cally illeligible, having been 

initatcd, was a mason in good st,wding and entitled to advancement. The 

decision of the lodge is conclusive, although erroneous. 
The following is in accord with ancient m,tsonic usage, but some juris

dictions are attempting to change it: 

" A petit ion for a ffil i<ttion may be recei veei and acted upon by any lodge 
regardless of the residence of the petitiouer." 

Other decisions, not based on local law are in accord with those ill our 

jurisdiction. 
The committee which sent out the proposition in relation to charity sub

mit a report, quoting from the repo rt of the California comm ittee which we 

have a lready noticed. The co mmittce, however, say: 

"The objectors to the proposition seem to be di vided into two classes, one 
of which is of opinioll tha t masonic relief is an individnal and not a lodge 
duty , and that organized charity is an inn ovat ion. It hardly seems l.eces
sary to make any answer to this class. They would probably argue that 
because our fathers lighted their lodge roolllS with tallow candles, therefore 
we 6hould not use electric lights. The other class admit th e duty of lodge 
relief, but cla im tha t the relieving lodge has no right to ask or expect re
imbursement. Your committee have been ullab le to lilld allY reason ad
vanced for this claim and nothing in support of it. It seems to us that ad
mission of the duty of lodge relief carries with it the ad miss ion thM such 
rel ief must be the duty of some particular lodge, and necessarily that lodge 
must be the one of which the brother is a mem bel'. " 

It will be seen that they have utterly fa iled to apprehend the objections: 

nor have we seen the admission of anyone that relief is the" duty of the 

lodge " in the broad sense in which they use the term. 

The Master of a lodge set aside a re- instatement by a precisely two-thirds 

vote, on the ground tha t a member present did not vote ; but upon appeal, 

the Grand Lodge reversed his decis ion and held the actioll of the lodge 'legal : 
a nother illustration of the rule that the record of the lodge is conclus ive and 

cannot be contradicted by other evidence. 
The Grand Lodge censured a lodge for acting upon the petition of a can

didate rejected by a lodge not hav ing jurisdiction, without its consent: this 

is in accord with our views, but contrary to almost all the decisions. 
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A new edict as to physical qualification was adopted, but it was amended 
while pending, so that its meaning is not clear; the relative" that" is used 
without any certain antecedent. 

An Edict was adopted that a candidate for membership shall be elected 
if he receives four-fifths of the votes cast. 

The Report on Correspondence (81 pp.) was presented by Bro. DUNCAN 
MCGREGOR. 

A very brief (but very comprehensive) abstract is all that his space allows. 

In his review of Georgia, be says: 

"A long list of names of persons expelled for non-payment of dues is 
given. Can the word' expelled' be a misprint? We should look for' sus
pended' for that offence. Georgia seems to make non-payment of dues an 
offence equally heinous with the grossest immorality. " 

We believe that he must also add Ohio. 

And in his review of Maine: 

"Manuscript histories of two extinct lodges were presented to Grand 
Lodge and ordered printed. It seems that Maine is setting a good example 
in the matter of printing histories as well as in several other matters. Sixty
five of the lodges have already printed their histories and theRe can be found 
in the office of the Grand Secretary or in the Grand Library. " 

He quotes our reply to his remarks upon what Grand Mastel' TAYLOR 
said of "Androgynous degrees," and adds: 

"And we interpret the remarks anent the Androgynous degrees just as 
we did last year. We believe the language clearly bears the interpretation 
then made. " 

The fact remains, however, that Bro. TAYLOR had no idea of charging 
that the promoters of the Eastern Star are using the" esoterics " of Masonry. 
If what he wrote admits of any other interpretation, it makes him say 
what he did not mean. 

He commences his review of Pennsylvania as follows: 

"I cannot write a review of Pennsylvania. He who has long occupied 
the most important place, in my conception of Pennsylvania Masonry, is no 
more. That eminent masonic jurist, that versatile writer, that profound 
masonic student, that great and good man, Chairman of Foreign Corre
spondence for many years, Bro. Richaru Vaux, has written his last report. 
On March 22d, of the current year, he obeyed the summons to submit the 
report of his life work to the Grand Master of the Universe. All I can do 
is to submit, for the benefit of the craft at home, the last review of Wiscon
sin, written by our lamented brother. I am confident it ~ill be read with 
interest." . 

He then quotes the whole of Bro. VAUX'S review of Wisconsin. 

We regard this as one of the best tributes to the memory of that honored 
brother. 

App. 15 G. L. 
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WYOMING, 1895. 

'Ve have the portraits of Past Grand Masters NATHANIEL R. DAVIS, JAMES 
H. HAYFORD, JOHN C. DAVIS and JETHRO T. HOLLIDAY. 

Grand Master HOLLlDA Y says: 
" Although du'ring the first part of the year past our country was still 

suffering from the great fin1tncial panic and business depression, our lodges 
have generally been growing in numbers and are iu a satisfactory financial 
condition. " 

It appears that there had been some discussion with the Grand Lodge of 
Montana in relation to candidates from Yellowstone Park, or the U. S. 
Government reservation therein: but we think the facts are not given. The 
Grand Master claimed jurisdiction for his Grand Lodge and objected to sur
rendering it to Montana. The Grand Lodge approved his action. 

The by-lawR of the Grand Lodge follow the old law authorizing a lodge to 
be opened by a Past Master in the absence of the Master and Wardens. 

A brother, whose reaning must have been exceedingly limited, especially 
as to what "has been universally acknowledged by all Grand Lodges," 
offered the following resolution: 

"Resolved, That that part of Section 49 of the by-laws, relating to Past 
Masters having power to open and conduct the business of the lodge in the 
absence of the Master and Wardens, be stricken out, as it is contrary to all 
masonic usages. According to Anderson's Ancient Constitution, a lodge 
cannot be opened unless one of the principal officers is present, ann it has 
been universally acknowledged by all Grand Lodges." 

It was referred to a special committee. a majority of which recommended 
its passage; but it was lost by a vote of almost three to one. 

The following was also adopted: 
" After careful examination of masonic law, we are of the further opinion 

that the Grand Lodge has authority to approve, reverse or modify the find
ing or sentence, or both finding and sentence, of the lodge, or it may refer 
the case back to the lodge for a new trial, or the Grand Lodge may assume 
original jurisdiction and proceed with the trial de novo." 

We regret that the Constitntion limits eligibility to office to members of 
the Grand Lodge, except the Grand Tyler. As that officer is a member of 
the Grand Lodge, this provision is one of policy, and is not based upon 
the erroneous idea that an officer of a Grand Lodge can be taken only from 
its members. However, as all the Past Masters of the' jurisdiction are mem
bers of the Grand Lodge, it is not a matter of so much consequence: but 
still we dislike to see any provision in the constitution of a Grand Lodge, 
which ties its hands from taking any mason in the jurisdiction for any office, 
except those which in their natllre must be filled by a Past Master. 

The Wisconsin proposition was adopted, and embodied in the constitution . 
While we are not able to understand the application of the following res

olution, the principle of it is undoubtedly correct: 
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"Resolved, That it is contrary to masonic principles that laws should be 
enacted retroactive in their application, and, therefore, that Article 5, of 
the Constitution, as amended this day, does not apply to any member or 
officer of the present Grand Lodge, but all present officers and members of 
the present Grand Lodge shall continue to be members of this Grand Lodge, 
and are eligible to election or ::tppointment as officers of this Grand Lodge, 
notwithstanding such amendment." 

The Constitution and By-Laws are published with these Proceedings. As 
there is an impression that the younger Grand Lodges are discarding the old 
law, and adoptiug the" progressive ideas" of a few masons in relation to 
to the powers and functions of a Grand Lodge, we quote from the preamble 
to show how sound this young Grand Lodge is upon that question: 

"WHEltEAS, Every Grand Lodge is sovereign within its prescribed juris
diction, and possesses the inherent power to form a constitution, as the law 
of its masonic action; to amend or alter the same; to enact by-laws from 
time to time, and to make such rules and prescribe such regulations for the 
administration of its subordinate lodges dS will ensure the prosperity thereof, 
and promote the general good of Masonry; and 

"WHEREAS, Every Grand Lodge is the representative of all the fraternity 
in communication therewith, and in that behalf is an absolnte independent 
body, with supreme legislative, executive and judicial authority; Provided, 
always, that the ancient landmarks of the Institution be he.ld inviolate. 
Therefore, upon these principles, which are indisputable, the Grand Lodge 
of Wyoming does hereby ORDAIN, ESTABLISH and PROMULGATE the 
following Constitution and By-Laws for its future government, and does 
make and prescribe the following rules and regulations for the govr:rnment 
of the lodges under its jurisdiction." 

And also: 
"This Grand Lodge is the only sour~e of anthority, and exercises exclu

sive jurisdiction in all matters pertaining to Ancient Craft Masonry in the 
State of Wyoming." 

We find the following in the by-laws: 
"Perpetual jurisdiction over rejected material except as between lodges 

in this jurisdiction is hereby abolished. " 

While as a whole the Code is a gooD. one, we think there is one serious 
defect in it; both the constitution and by-laws may be amended on motion, 
without notice, by a two-thirds vote. The consensus of opinion is that the 
fundamental law of a Grand Lodge is a matter of so much importance that 

. any proposed change in it should recei ve the most careful consideration; 
hence it is, that in nearly all the Grand Lodges an amendmeut m.ust lie over 
from one annual communication to another, and be considered by a com
mittee, before it can be adopted. 

The Report on Correspondence (96 pp.) was presented by Bro. WU,LIH! 
L. ICUYKENDAJ,L. 

In his review of Alabama, he says: 
"Upon a reversal, as above, we hold no restoration sholtld be necessary, 

as the verdict of the lodge was rendered null and void and left the member 
exactly where he was before trial." 
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He doubts if the rule prevails in any other jurisdiction: we regret to say 
that Mississippi and North Carolina must be added. 

He asks where is the law which allows a mason to become a member of 
a lodge out of his Grand Lodge jurisdiction; it is found in the universal 
usage of the craft down to within about ten years. 

He has advocated and succeeded in persuading his Grand Lodge to strike 
out a portion of the ceremony of the installation of a Master, because it has 
been called the" Past Master's degree." 

The following ought to be law everywhere, but it does not prevail in a 
few jurisdictiolls: 

" In our opinion, no lodge should elect a brother to any office whose resi
dence will prevent his attend,mce on lo(ige at all meetings, or who it is 
known is about to remove to a distance, and, above all, one who will not 
serve, attend or be installed, should in no case be elected. Should the latter 
occur, however, in the case of the W. M., we believe in re-electing the then 
Master or some qualified brother and installing him in due form ." 

In his review of Maine, he says: 

" If space permitted, we would quote what the Grand Master had to say 
regarding slander and' they say,' as it is about the best paper on that sub
ject we have ever read, because every word of it is true. We long ago 
placed our value upon the' they sayers,' especially if a story affected the 
reputation of anyone, for of such as retail harmful gossip is made up the 
kingdom of liars and enemies of humanity, but the meanest of all this class 
is the person who willfully wrecks the happiness of another by starting or 
rflpeating a damaging report with full and direct knowledge that it is a lie. 
Every mason should think twice before becoming a slanderer." 

While we refer him to the special report upon jurisdiction over rejected 
candidates, we desire to say a few words in reply to the following: 

" Our brother will not deny that the Grand Lodge of Wyoming is supreme 
within the boundaries of our state, and that no other Grand Lodge has the 
right to make any law anel attempt to enforce it within our borders. So 
long as a rejected candidate remains a citizen and resident of our state, he 
is our material and subject to our laws, find to prevent friction and strife 
between our lodges and masons, and for no other reason, do we prohibit our 
lodges from initiating a candidate who has been rejected by any Wyoming 
lodge, unless a waiver is secured. Personally we have held to our lodges 
retaining jurisdiction over rejected candidates as long as they resided in the 
state .• We may be compelled to fall on the California side of the fence upon 
this question, where we believe a majority of our Grand Lodges now abide. " 

The first sentence does not touch the question. Our brother will not deny 
that his Grand r.odge has not the rightful power to authorize it!; lodges to 
make masons of citizens of Wyoming, who have been expelled legally in 
another jurisdiction, not because the laws of that Grand Lo(lge have force 
in Wyoming, but because, under the higher law of Masonry, the party has 
ceased to be an eligible candidate anywhere: the same principle applies in 
the case of rejected candidates. 

We regret almost that he gives the reason why perpetual jurisdiction 



Correspondence- Wyomz"ng. 229 

among Wyoming lodges is maintained, and are quite inclined to believe he 
is in error. They retain it as between their lodges" to prevent friction and 
strife between our lodges and masons" : but thE'Y "don't care a continental" 
how much friction and strife it causes among outsiders! This does not 
come quite as near to doing by our neighbors as by ourselves as we have 
beeu accustomed to hold that Masonry teaches! If this is the correct reason, 
our brother had better get on the California side of the fence as speedily as 
possible! 

We entirely agree with him that when one lodge requests another to aid 
one of its members, the latter is the judge of what aid is necessary, and of 
the reasonableness of the amounts actually paid: at the same time, we hold 
that if th.ere is an alleged abuse (we knew a case once in which a charge 
was made for a brass band as a part of the necessary expenties of a masonic 
funeral), the lodge upon which the claim is made, should have the right to 
appeal to the Grand Master or Grand Lodge of the other jurisdiction for a 
final decision. 

Our brother says that a majority of the Grand Lodges have abolished the 
"perpetual jurisdiction idea ": this may be true, but it is not the point in 
controversy; that is, whether the effect of a rejection does not continue as long 
as the law of the jurisdiction, where it is made, provides; and upon that 
question the majority is against our brother. 

On another point, he does not agree with his Kentucky brethren: 
" If Massachusetts insists upon perpetual jurisdiction, or that doctrine in a 

limited form in cases where a rejected candidate becomes a citizen of another 
state, it can interdict his visiting any of its lodges or being recognized by 
any of its masons in case he puts in an appearance as a mason, and nobody 
can rightfully object, because the Gmnd Lodge is supreme within its bound
aries, but not without. " . 

There are other matters which we would like to notice; but our report is 
already lopger than we had intended, and, while we have gone through the 
alphabet, we have not reached our" Conclusion." We take the following 
from his, fully agreeing with it: 

"As in former reports, we have endeavored throughont this to maintain 
our position in the advocacy of what we believe is and would be for the best 
interests and lasting benefit of our great masonic institution. If in doing so 
we have written anything that may be construed as without the bounds of 
that true masonic spi rit which should at all times exist, our excuse lies in 
the fact that it was not intentional. He of the guild who is tender foote,l, 
to our mind is out of place; he should believe, if he does not know, that the 
raps he encounters are not given by an enemy, but are the admonishing 
touches of a friend and brother, to remind him that others have opinions as 
well as he, and that they are entitled to due respect and consideration." 

~ 

He will pardon us for saying that we have from year to year carefully ex .. 
amined his reports (ten in all), ana accord to him sincerity as well as great 
earnestness in his views; but are glad to find in them evidence of a modifica
tion of what we regarded as extreme views as to progressiveness in Masonry. 
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ADDITIONAL PR.OCEEDINGS. 

ARIZONA, 1895. 

The Grand Master (RICKAIEU NICKLES FU}~ DEUICKS) says that the past 
year had been oue of" prosperity for all sections of Arizona, and the pros
perity of the lodges had kept pace with the growth of the Territory. He had 
visited them all, and spoke from personal observation. 

A lodge h.aving claimed that an unaffiliated mason, residing within its 
jurisdiction, could apply for membership to no other lodge without its con
sent, he correctly decided that the claim was not valid, and that the party 
could apply to any lodge without any consent. 

He gives a detailed account of his visitatio!ls, which bears out hi!! state
ment as to the real prosperity of the lodges. It is true that the amount of 
work done was small, so thM there was a falling off of nine in the total 
membership; but the lodges were in such condition that they can be pros
perous without doing work. 

In relation to the Wisconsin proposition, the following report was ac
cepted and th e resolution adopted: 

"In the matter submitted by the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin as to 'the 
duty of each lodge to care for its own members,' your comm ittee recognizes 
that this, which to our Eastern brethren is apparently a new idea, is an 
established cnstom with this Grand Lodge and its constituent lodges. 

" We believe that every mason of this jurisdiction is ready to expend 
every cent of lodge or Grand Lodge funds to aid and assist our members 
whel' sickness or misfortune overtakes them, and in doing this we do not 
lose sight of nor repudiate the paramount duty imposed on us as individuals 
to our obligatIOns, but stand reacl.y to extend a helping hand to all who may 
apply and whom we may find worthy. That our position, however, may 
be unequivocally understood, we recommend the adoption by this Grand 
Lodge of the following: 

Resolved, That the Grand Locl.ge of Arizona, for itself and its constituent 
lodges, believes that it is the dnty of each lodge of masons to take care of 
its own members and their widows and orphans in distress wherever they 
may be; provided, that the lodge furnishing relief shall in no case go beyond 
the actual necessaries without first being authorized to do so by the lodge 
from which repayment is expected." 

It will be noted that the committee add to the proposition an important 
limitation: they pledge every cent of lodge and Grand Lodge funds and 
stop there, while the proposition is, that the lodge guarantees unlimited re
lief, and the Grand Lodge guarantees that the lodge shall furnish that, or if 
they fail, that it will furn ish relief itself without regard to the amount of 
its funds. The limitation of the committee introduces the element of ability, 
which the original proposition completely ignores. 

The Representatives present were formally presented and fraternally ad
dressed by the Grand Master: Bro. ZUCK appropriately replied in their behalf. 
The ceremony was certainly useful in bringing forcibly to the minds of tliose 
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present that Masonry is not bounded by jurisdictional lines, but that its 
members in one jurisdiction are a part of a great fraternity, to every mem
ber of which they are under equal obligation, a fact which in these days 
seems liable to be overlooked, if not forgotten. 

No Report on Correspondence. 

LOUIS IAN A, 1896. 

The address of the Grand Master (GEORGE H. PAcKwoon) shows that he 
had ably, and with a vigilant eye, administered the affairs of the craft during 
the year. Most of his address was devoted to local matters. He reports, how
ever, an increase in the total membership, and assures us that the accessions 
are" from the best material, who will reflect credit upon our Order." 

He had visited a large number of the lodges: he says: 
"In lodges I have visited I am able to report considerable zeal is mani

fested among the brethren, and generally harmony and good fellowship pre·· 
vails. In only a few have I found dissatisfaction to exist; but good counsel 
and a fervent desire among the brothers to dwell together in amity made it 
easy to allay all discord and heal all dissensions. " 

Referring to the work of the Grand Lecturer, he adds: 
"The increased int.erest and zeal now prevailing throughout the country 

lodges is mainly due to the fact that we have such an officer, and that he 
faithfully discharges his whole duty. I have traveled with him this year 
at times, as I did last. and have had a full opportunity to bear witness to 
the value of the work performed and the good results following his lahors." 

* * * * * * * * " 1 was informed that unauthorized lecturers had visited lodges in some 
parts of the country and assumed to give instruction in the work; and real
izing the danger that must certainly ensue in having »ny of the lodges in
structed in a form of work at variance with that adopted by the Committee 
on Work, I issued circular letter No. 4, prohibiting lorlges from receiving 
instruction in the work in this informal manner." 

He gives a brief history of "Louisiana Relief Lodge, No.1," which he 
calls ." The pioneer organization for masonic charity in this country." It 
was organized in 1851: but reference to our special report on the" Wiscon
sin Proposition" shows that it was ante-dated by a similar organization in 
Boston. The funds of the lodge were almost depleted the year before, but 
an appeal to the lodges brought quiL:k responses, and among them a donation 
from "Louise ;\fcGuire Chapter, No.4, of the Eastern Star"; of this he 
says: 

" When it is remembered these ladies are the wives, sisters and daughters 
of masons, we surely will be encouraged by their kindly aid, and cheering 
words coming to us on the wings of love-like angel vQices and inspire us 
with the importance of the duty we owe' to relieve the distressed,' succor 
the needy and make lighter the burden of sorrow--suclt is true masonic 
charity. 

" When the treasury of the Relief Lodge was almost depleted last year, an 
appeal was made to subordinate lodges, and you will rejoice with me to 
know how many responded to the call of Louisiana Relief Lodge,. and the 
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donation of the members of the Louise McGuire Chapter, No.4, Order of 
the Eastern Star rame like a new ray of sunshine to aid in this cause of 
charity. " 

The debt had been reduced $10,400 during the year, making it about 
$56 .000: but there"Was danger of a necessary increase; taxes had heen levied 
to the amount, with 'interest, of some $14,000: their validity was in litiga
tion, and a decision was expected during the spring from the Supreme Court 
of the United States; if this should be adverse, this amount, together with 
$6,000 for ne,cessary improvements, wonld bave to be met by a new issue of 
bonds, in order not to interfere with the reduction of the original debt in 
accordance with previous agreement. 

A t the t ime when he delivered his address there was a war cloud apparently 
rising: he refers eloquently to the magnitude of the crime which a rupture 
between the United States and Great Britain would be; as the cloud harm
lessly dissolved, we do not quote what he said. But we do not agree that 
masons, as masons, either through our organizations or as individual mem
bers of the craft, should interpose. As cit'izens, we are bound to carry out 
the teachings of Masonry, but to interfere as masons is in direct violation 
of the principles and landmarks of the Institution. 

He bad issued a circular in which he thus defines the status of a rejected 
candidate who has changed his residence: 

" If the canc1idate has changed his residence, and more than three years 
have elapsed since the date of his rejection, he is • entitled to present his 
petition for initiation to the lodge of his (new) residence as though he had 
not previously applied for the degree, provided that his petition shall be ac
companied by a certificate from the lodge of his first application, stating that 
it has no record or knowledge of charges against his mental or moral 
standing.' " 

Grand Secretary LAMIlEnT said that he had received returns from all the 
chartered lodges, as well as from five lodg6s u. D.: he had added to the 
Library abont 100 bound volumes of Proceedings, as well as volumes of 
Masonic Periodicals. 

Five charters and two dispensations were granted. The Grand Lecturer, 
having visited fifty-six lodges, reports: 

" It affords me much pleasure to report progress in Masonry for OUl'state. 
Notwithstanding the financial depression, there has been an increase of work, 
greater than the preceding year, also a greater manifestation of interest by 
the officers and members of the various lodges throughout the state in the 
discharge of their duties as officers, as members and as masons," ' 

The Committee on Work reported as follows, but their report was laid 
over till the next annual communication: 

"Your Committee on Work have had under consideration the resolutions 
referred to them at the last Annual Grand Communication relative to adop
tion by this Grand Lodge of Sickles' Monitor, as the standard work to be 
used in the lodges. They are of the opinion that the work in question is 
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not altogether according to the work of this state, and would recommend 
that the Grand Lodge order a compilation of a Monitor to be submitted at 
the next Annual Grand Communication." 

We find the following: 
"The Special Committee, to whom was referred that portion of the Grand ' 

Master's address relating to the differences between the 'United States and 
England, submitted their report, which, after considerable debate and a call 
of roll by lodges, was not adopted. " 

We.do not know what the report was, but the result is the correct one. 
A proposition, undoubtedly suggested by the practice, in 0ther Orders, to 

change the usage prevailing ever since 1717, and base representation in the 
Grand Lodge, upon the size of the lodge was presented and laid over to next 
year, when we earnestly hope it will be unanimously rejected. 

It was provided, however, and wisely too, we think, that when no repre
sentative of a lodge is present it may be represented by one of its Past 
Masters, preference being given to the junior Past Master. 

A committee was appointed to draft a charter for a Masonic Home, to re
port next year. We apprehend that the Grand Lodge will see itself free 
from debt before it undertakes a new enterprise. It may be, howevp.r, that 
the funds to create and support a Home are expected from other sources. 

The Report on Correspondence (155 pp.) was presented by Bro. JOHN Q. 

A. FELLOWS. 

Of it he says: 
"This completes the tenth consecutive Rl:'port on Foreign Correspondence 

to the Grand Lodge of Louisiana which the chairman has written. When 
the report of last year was presented to the Grand Lodge he little thought 
of attempting to write another. The night after the last page of proof was 
corrected, January 25th, he was attacked with an alarming illness, and for 
many days each was expected to be the last upon earth, and it waR not till 
the 1st of June that there was much assurance of eventual recovery; nor 
was it until November 14th that he was able to begin the work of preparing 
that report, which is now January 3d, put into the hands of the printer. 
During his long and painful illness, the anxiety of his brethren and their 
manifestations of brotherly love, cheered him on to a restoration to compar
ative health, and has enabled him to read in the various proceedings the 
many kind expressions of sympathy and prayers for his recovery. This 
alone is worth living for, and words cannot express the thoughtfulness felt 
in every thought. (lod bless you all." 

We had the inexpressibly great pleasure of meeting him at Boston last 
August. It adds to that pleasure that the hopes, then entertained, of his 
improvement have been realized. Working together with him in the very 
shadow of the danger from which he had escaped, we appreciated, with 
startling force, how great would have been the personal loss by the death of 
one with whom we have been associated in masonic w~rk throughout the 
whole of our public masonic life. We found that although he was physically 
weak, his mind had lost none of its power-a fact abundantly shown by this 

report. 
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Like his more recent reports, this onc discusses subjects, and does not re
view the Proceedings seriatiru. 

'We quote the remainder of his conclusion, and most earnestly bespeak 
for it the attention and thought of all onr readers: 

... 
"The Proceedings oi. every Grand Lodge in the United States and the 

Dominion of Canada have been received and examined. 
" There seems to be a general state of prosperity for the fraternity in 

most of the jurisdictions reviewed. There are some exceptions, as will be 
seen on examination of the statistical tables, an actnal loss of membership 
in some and a very slight increase in others, indicating something wrong in 
conduct of affairs in such Grand Lodge Jurisdictions. The mind of the 
writer, for the last ten years, has been impressed with the causes of this de
pression. To be sure, mere members is not the sole criterion of prosperity, 
nor the lack of increase, that of depression. A gradual increase of mem
bers and a permanency oj membenkip are the sure indices of prosperity, 
while the contrary is sure wherever we find a diminishing or stationary 
membership. 

" We have, from year to year, been more and more impressed that there 
are certain features attending every manifestation of the want of prosperity 
in the Order. 

"1. Wherever we find prosperity, the social feature has been prominent. 
Of this we have lJad much to say and select in our former reports. Social
ity used to be the rule and the want of it the exception in all our lodge meet
ings. 

"2. All local matters of government was left freely to the lodges, but, 
recently, the tendency is more and more for Grand Lodges to absorb all 
power, and the fratermty cease to have freedom in the transaction of their 
own business. Everyth ing is to be done by rules enacted by the Grand 
Lodge. 

" 3. Formerly there were only such dues exacted as would pay the cur
rent expenses of the lodge and dues to the Grand Lodge, and still earlier, 
no dues at all were exacted, but the fees for the degrees sufficed for the 
lodge expenses and charity, or, rather, relief was an individual affair, the 
carrying ont to the letter, the emphatic tea0hing of a certain portion of the 
ceremony of the first degree. 

"4. All bus'iness was done with the lodge opened in the degree of Entered 
Apprentice, and these and :Fellow Crafts were spectators and learned how 
the Masters did, and not, as now, entering into the active participation of 
the affairs of the lodge, and introducing methods and rules of other bodies, 
not masonic, of which these new brothers were members. We once heard 
a Master say, 'All who are in favor of the motion will give the usual sign 
of an Odd Fellow.' Still earlier, Apprentices were members of the lodge, 
and took an active part in its proceedings and business, while now some 
seem to question whether they are masons at all. 

"5. Formerly, and it is still so in the most prosperous of Grand Lodges, 
masons are made such, and are not necessarily members of the lodges in 
which they are made, but are afterwards elected to membership on petition 
and ballot, or at least have to signify their desire of membership by signing 
the by-laws of the lodge. Non-affiliation then and there was not looked 
upon as a crime as it is now in some jurisdictions. The loss to the non
affiliate from whatever cause he was such, was the loss oj lodge privileges, 
which privileges were deemed ample compensation for the annual dues re
quired of members. 

" We have noticed that a departure from the original plan of Masonry, 
as in part detailed above, in one or more of the particulars, is always ac
companied by indications of feebleness, want of prosperity, a going back-
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ward, and the gravity of the case is increased by the departure from more 
than one, and if from all, the Order is found in this jurisdictions in a state 
of inanition. When a return to first principles is inaugurated by tbe adop
tion of one or more, a corresponding increase of life is manifested, as, for 
instance, in California, when the social feature was restored; in Louisiana, 
when that was restored in a measure, and the non-affiliate came to be re
garded not as a criminal, and some other changes back to old cust.oms were 
had, as shown by the reduction of members from 7800 in 1873, to 3400 in 
1887, and the increase to 5500 since. 

"Our object in all these reports has been to point out the old way, and 
under different heads to present to the reader the evils, the departures of 
the present hour, and the evil consequences of going wrong, and which could 
not be well done by the ordinary form of these reports. We once said we 
wrote these reports for the masons of Louisiana, trying to show them the 
evils of a departure from the original plan of Masonry, teaching by example, 
and we are satisfied with the result of our lahors here, and are ready to lay 
down the pen when permitted, or when called for by a higher power, with 
the hope of the response of ' Well done.' At any rate, such errors as there 
may have been in these reports are of the head and not the heart, and are 
such that time will readily correct. " 

The first is undoubtedly true; we realize its truth and importance more 
and more with each passing year. 

The second is comparatively true, but, so far as our experience goes, 
somewhat exaggerated. The cause of this legislation has been the abuse of 
the privilege, through want of information, by the lodges. The blunder of a 
lodge, wherehy the law of Masonry has been violated, has led to the enact
mentof a law to prevent its repetition. It is difficult and generally unwise 
to discipline severely a lodge for a mere blnnder; and when it is found that 
there is a proneness to the same blunder in other lodges, it has been deemed 
wise to prescribe a rule, which would be easily understood. For example, 
in Maine till within our memory, a lodge could receive a petition from a 
candidate residing in any town in the staf,e, ' in which there was no lodge; 
the result was that unworthy men gained admission to distant lodges; this 
brought to the attention of the Grand Lodge, the fact that in such cases the 
lodge did not make, and was not likely to make, the necessary "due in
quiry" and the law was changed. And we are able to say that every 
change in our Grand Lodge law, for the last forty years, restricting the 
former powers of lodges, was caused by violation of masonic law by lodges 
or ~heir officers, or were enacted to protect the rights of the member against 
the arbitrary acts of the lodge. It may be that this has been done, when it 
was not likely that the abuse would be repeated, and, therefore, when it 
was unnecessary. But it was a choice of evils, and in our judgment the re
straining legislation was by far the least of the two evils. 

The third is also correct: and it illustrates how an instrumentality adopted 
for convenience in carrying out a system may soon come to be regarded as the 
system itself and tend to overthrow the very system which it was invented 
to aid. The accumulation of funds for charitable purposes, by lodges, is 
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masonic only as an aid to the performance of individual duty, and when it 
usurps the place of that duty it is an " innovation in the body of Masonry" 
of the most dangerous character. 

While the fourth is so true that the change did not become universal in season 
to prevent our once"b,alloting as an Entered Apprentice upon a petit.ion for 
initiation, yet considel:ing how few Entered Apprentices there are and ho.w 
brief a time they remain such, we do not regard this change as producing 
any practically injurious result. 

The first part of the fifth is true now only in a very few cases, as almost 
all the Grand Lodges, including Massachusetts, now make membership a re
sult of receiving the third degree. That much of modern legislation against 
un affiliates is in violation of our fundamental principles, is true, and, for 
Masonry's sake, "pity 'tis, 'tis true." 

We have devoted so much space to his" Conclusion" that we can give 
but little to his discussions scattered through the report. In stating his 
views in relation to the effect of a rejection, he loses sight of the fact that 
the application is for admission into the fraternity, and not merelyadmis
sion into the lodge as he practically assumes. 

His views in relation to non-payment of dues are so forcibly expressed, 
and so jnst and practical that we copy them: 

"We admit, as before stated, that every mason should belong to some 
10lige, and, as a necessary consequence, should contribute to the lodge ex
p ense8, which is exacted in the form of annual (or quarterly or monthly) 
dues to the lodge in default of payment should be excluded from the lodge 
privileges and benefits. If able and unwilling to pay, he should not be 
allowed to take part in the affairs of the lodge, and if unable the lodge 
should remit these dues, or suffer him to dimit, and this without any other 
penalty than that of being deprived of these privileges. 

"Provisions should also be made that when that unwillingness should 
cease, or the financial affairs of the brother should warrant, the door of 
admission should be left open for his taking an active part again in the 
affairs of the lodge. But he should not be deprived of any of his rights and 
privileges as a mason, for such cause, any more than he can be absolved 
from the performance of his duties and obligations as a mason, taken upon 
him at the time of his initiation. In fact, he cannot legally thus be de
prived. The lodge (or, for that matter, the Grand Lodge by its rf'gulations) 
has not the right to thus, and for this reason-that of non-membership, or 
non-payment of dues-to deprive him, though we find that the power to do 
so has been often exercised. 

"The whole difficulty has arisen, and gradually so, from the departure 
from the original plan of Masonry, by making the lodge the dispenser of 
charity and ignoring the principle as taught in every step of the ceremonies, 
that charity, or rather relief, is an individual duty, which no mason can of 
right shift from his own shoulders to the lodge, by the payment of increased 
sums into its treasury in the shape of dues. This has led the mason to ac
quire the habit of neglecting his duties in this regard, for it is only by con
stant practice in the discharge of any duty, that the discharge of that duty 
becomes a habit. Let us return t o the old way, the practice, individually, 
of the tenets of our profession, of brotherly love, relief and truth, and limit 
the amount of dues to the actual needs of the lodge for current expenses, 
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and not require the lodge to be the arlministrator of charity, or relief, or to 
procure the means by a poll tax, in which the poor mason is compelled to 
contribute as much as the rich-the millionaire. This heavy poll tax, equal 
to the rich and poor, is what drives masons from the lodge either by taking 
a dimit, or being suspended for non-payment of dues. It will not do to 
impute to such brethren, this neglect of duty 011 their part as a masonic 
offence, while the lodge itself is guil ty of a greater offence of exacting ftom 
the poor brother an amount equal to that exacterl from the brother of ample 
means. A consciousness 0 individual duty in the matter of charity or 
rather relief, fr"equently leads the brother, it may be unconsciously at times, 
to consider the methods of relief as doled out by the officers of the lodge, not 
such as they in their inner consciousness could approve, that leads them to 
the neglect of paying dues, thus expended or distributed." 

We do not think that this objection to the lodge relief system has been 
sufficiently considered. The fundamental law of Masonry is that a brother 
must contribute according to his ability, thus recognizing the truth that 
brethren are of different abilities; but the Wisconsin plan ignores this law 
and requires each brother to contribute equally, without regard to his ability. 
Bro. FELLOWS'S illustration of the poll-tax is precisely in pOint: the Wiscon
sin proposition is precisely the equivalent in Masonry, of a scheme in civil 
law to pay all public burdens by a poll-tax. 

In this connection, we cannot refrain from copy ing his account of his per
sonal experience: 

" Much that is contained in the preceding subject is applicable to this, 
and will not to any great extent be repeated. Charity or masonic relief is 
individual not corporate. When on a bed of pain and near the verge of 
dissolution for many months during the past year, this writer was callerl 
back to life by the relief given him by his brethren, not merely pecuniary 
assistance, but by their frequent presence with encouraging words and man
ner, urging upon me, when willing if not axious to depart, that I must not 
disappoint my friends, that I had much to live for and much yet to do in 
the world. Though often when in paroxysms of pain the prayer of the 
Saviour in the Garden of Gethsemane was on my lips, I could not resist the 
entreaties of my brothers. Often I felt there could be nothing to compen
sate the suffering I endured, yet the kuowledge which I before had not ap
preciated, of the care of physicians, the loving, tearful anxiety of wife, the 
prompt and free acts of kindness of my nurses, who all acted as though they 
all loved me, the manifest solicitude of friends, and not least of any, the 
love of my brethren, reconciled me to accept a prolongation of life, and it 
all seems to be a full compensation. 'Till tested, I did not know this and 
how my brethren felt, bnt in the end I knew that the principles of Free
masonry, in their most sublime features, had taken full possession of them, 
and that to all who administered and felt for me that the tenets of Free
masonry, brotherly love, relief and truth, were as precious to them as their 
lives. " 

We regret to find that he gives in his adhesion to tJle fallacy that because 
Grand Lodges are organized, under the general masonic law, by lodges, the 
former are the" creatures" of the latter! He might as well say that the mar
riage relat'ion is the" creature" of the clergyman, who, by authority of the 
law, enables the parties to contract that relation. 
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Under" Mexico," we probably shall have occasion to refer to his views 
in relation to the different "Rites" in Masonry. 

MISSISSIPPI, 1896. 
. . 
These Proceedings are received just in season to enable us to say that our 

report includes a review of the Proceedings of all the North ~merican Grand 
Lodges. 

The frontispiece gives us a portrait of the retiring Grand Master, JAMES 
T. HARRISON. 

In his address, he says: 
"It gives me pleasure to announce that Freemasonry in this Grand Juris

diction is prospering, and it goes without saying, that our increase is only 
from the best element of the commonwealth. 

" When, as is known, the unwritten rule of our Order is neither to praise 
it to an outsider nor solicit membership, the fact of said increase can only 
be considered from the standpoint of its beneficence." 

He had submitted questions of masonic law to the \Standing Committee, 
and had adopted its conclusions, although in one case he differed from the 
majority of that committee. 

We note that the Proxy of a Master must be a Past Master. In conse
quence, several lodges, which had sent proxies, were not represented. 

Quite a number of amendments to the by-laws were made. The follow
ing in relation to Committees of Inquiry is of interest: 

" Said committee shall not make known what the character of their re .. 
port is t·o be, until it is read to the lodge, and every such report after being 
acted upon by the lodge shall be at once effectually destroyed, the only 
record made in the minutes being whether it was favorable or unfavorable, 
as the case may be, but nothing more. " 

In our judgment the character of the report should never be recorded; 
the only record should be the committee, &c, "reported, and a ballot was 
ordered. " 

It will be remembered that we have expressed doubts as to the wisdom of 
having a Law Committee to decide questions of masonic law. The office 
of a cgmmittee is ordinarily to investigate matters referred to them and re
port thereon, in order to enable the body by which it is appointed to act in
telligently. Committees have been described as "the eyes and ears" of 
the body appointing them; this, however, describes only a part of their 
functions; they must not only" look to see and listen to hear" but often 
they must find what there is to see and hear in relation to the matters re
ferred to them. The Law Committee of this Grand Lodge fully appreciate the 
situation, and we commend the following from them to the thoughtful con
sideration and study of Masters of lodges and a1l 'others who expect to take 
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part in the official administration of the affairs of the craft; we dislike to 
omit part of it, but our lack of space compels: 

" While it is gratifying to the pride of the brethren \vho compose the 
committee to know that their opinions are accepted almost if not quite 
without questioning their correctness, there is danger lest the committee 
should in time, develop into a tribunal which would stand between the lodges 
and the Grand Lodge, an evil which we would regard as far greater than 
any temporary confusion which could possibly arise from breaches of law 
growing out of mere ignorance, ei ther on the part of the lodges or individual 
masons. It seems to be a needful precaution that from time to time the 
brethren should be reminded of the true functions of the committee, lest 
, use should breed the habit' and it should in course of time come to be re
garded as a permanent body, possessing some real powers." 

After stating the growth Qf the action of the committee, so that now any 
mason, who chooses, is accustomed to submit questions, the committee 
add: 

" Undoubtedly the custom, for it is mere cnstom having no foundation in 
the laws of the Grand Lodge, has resulted it giving great stability to our 
jurisprudence, and in this respect it has proved eminently useful. So long 
as its opinions are regarded as merely advisory, perhaps no great harm can 
result from the practice of permitting every mason who chooses, to invoke 
the views of the committee, unless it be to the individuals who are burdened 
with the deluge of correspondence which it involves .. But as we have said, 
there is reason to fear that the system may develop into something more 
',han a purely advisory body, whuse opinions are worth no more than those 
of any similar number of intelligent masons, who would devote the same 
labor to the investigation of the questions arising. 

" The two great dangers which threaten the maHonic institution to-day 
are the introduction of candidates who are not fit material for the building 
of the temple and the adoption of the laws, usages and customs of the nu
merous modern societies by which it is surrounded. Of the first we need 
not speak, for it must be apparent to every thinking mason, but the latter 
is not so apparent, and therefore the more insidious and dangerous. It is 
useless to take refuge behind a shield emblazoned with the legend that 
masonic principles are unchangeable, if we do not guard the approaches to 
that shield so that it may not be pierced by the poisoned arrows of modern 
ideas. Already there is being advocated in certain masonic journals of wide 
circulation and influence, that there should be a per capita representation 
in Grand Lodge, proportioned to the number of members in each lodge, 
and it is proposed to deprive Past Masters and Past Grand Officers of a vote 
in the Grand Lodge, and there is no telling where the work of innovating 
and improving Masonry is to end. A' Supreme Tribunal' has been created 
by one of tlie largest and most flourishing of the modern societies, and the 
suggestion may quickly follow that we too should have our Supreme Court 
of last resort. The nucleus of the idea is all that is necessary for some en
terprising brother to grasp, and the assault upon the 'old and obsolete' 
ways of Masonry will be begun. Is there not theu a danger more real than 
imaginary, that some day not far distant, the Law and Jurisprudence Com
mittee may develop into the Masonic High Court of Errors and Appeals?" 

.. * ... * * * * -' * * 
" As the shadows of the little day in which we are sojourning are length

ening out towards the more perfect day to which we are approaching, and 
the eventide of life's brief journey is gathermg its grey mists around us, we 
may be pardoned the expression of the thought which prompts this introduc-
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tion to our report and these words of warning. Undonbtedly the tendency 
in Masonry is to elevate individnal rights at the expense of the public wel
fare-the good of the entire body of the craft, and so tbe danger that those 
rights which are necessarily more regardod in societies which exist mainly 
for the purpose of promoting individual interests rather than the attainment 
of a lofty purpose such as lies at the very bottom of Freemasonry, may be 
the means of engrafticng upon the parent stuck the fungus growth which 
thpse imitators of Masonry have found useful anc! expedient in the adminis
tration of organizations which exist solely for the end of securing the largest 
possible return from the capital invested. 

"To adopt the words of the greatest living masonic jurisprudent, 'while 
in other relations one lllay lawfully do what is not prohibited, to the mason 
whatever does not find a warrant in the landmarks, laws or usages is abso
lutely forbidden.' We desire to impress the fundamental truth upon the 
minds of every member of this Grand Lodge, that the real and only true 
arbiter of masonic rights is the lodge, to whose awards we have promised 
obedience and that the tendency to look beyond it for something on which 
to rest an appeal from its judgment, is to be reprobated, being unwarranted 
by anything to be found in primitive Freemasonry, and therefore forbidden. 
In this respect the Grand Lodge itself should set the example by refraining 
from unnecessary interference with the prerogatives of the lodges, by adopt
ing needless restrictive laws and by encouraging the brethren to trust to 
each other, rather than to look for the adjustment of individual rights to a 
body which of necessity must administer the law with the iron hand of im
partial and implacable justice, untempered by the mercy begotten of the 
warm, Rympathetic friendship which ought to cement the brotherhood of 
each lodge into a community of kindred spirits." 

Brethren, read this and then go back and read a~:ain what we have just 
quoted from the report of Bro. FELLOWS; then read this again and then 
think, think, think; and then resolve, that come what may, in spite of all 
specious pleas for" progress in Masonry," you will do what in you lies to 
hand down to those who shall come after you, our glorious institution as it 
came to us from the fathers! 

The committee report upon a very large number of questions and sub
mitted a printed report, in order to enable the Grand Lodge to act intelli
gently. It was considered section by section and adopted, although a sub
stitute for one answer was proposed, debated and decided by a yea and nay 

vote. 
The following is now the settled law of that jurisdiction: 
"QUESTION No. 9.-Would the promise of one who is under indictment 

for a violation of the liquor laws of the state, to refrain from a repetition of 
the offence, render him eligible for initiation. 

" ANSWER.-A lodge which initiated such a person wculd render itself 
liable to have its charter arrested. It is quite time that it should be under
stood by all concerned, that this Grand Lodge condemns the traffic in intox· 
icating liquors, commonly known as saloon-keeping, as one which is not 
compatible with Masonry, and it will not tolerate it amongst masons, within 
its jurisdiction. It has set the seal of condemnation upon it, and after pur
suing lenient measures, for a number of years, towards the class who engage 
in that occupation, it has firmly resolved that no one shall either be made a 
mason or remain one, if made, who pursues it, and if there is anyone who 
imagines that there is to be any relaxation of the law, they have greatly 
mistaken the temper of the entire body of the craft of Mississippi. 
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" While we do not say that there is no forgiveness for one who has once 
been engaged in the saloon business, we are emphatic in saying that until 
the indictment is disposed of and the 'tiger's' teeth and claws drawn, 
it is premature to consider his petition for initiation into a society which has 
none but words of condemnation for the bu&iness of making paupers and 
criminals, to say nothing of the violation of the law of the land. When this 
man has repented in sack cloth and ashes, and had time in which to develop . 
a good moral character, it will be soon enough to consider whether he has 
the other claims necessary for masonic affiliation." 

Reasoning from the analogy of civil corporations, the committee, while 
doubting, but not denying the power of a Grand Lodge to restore a surren
dered charter, say : 

" And therefore our conclusion is, while we do not say that the Grand 
Lodge cannot restore a surrendered charter, we are emphatic in the opinion 
that it ought not to do so, and there should be no distinction made between 
forfeited and surrendered charters. " 

As the law is rlifferent in both cases in Maine, we w.ill briefly state the 
grounds of it. Of course it will not be rlenied that when the law in relation 
to the surrender or revocation of charters, provides in ad vance for their res
toration, there is no question of the power of the Grand Lodge; that law is 
in fact a part of, or condition of the surrender or revocation. There is [in 
Maine and our Mother Grand Lodge jurisdiction] one important, and, touch
ing this question, a vital distinction between a civil and a masonic charter. 
In the former, as a general rule, a majority may compel the winding up of 
a corporation; but in the latter, as long as there are seven members who 
object to the surrender of the charter, it cannot be surrendered; all the 
others may go out but the lodge remains; so our law provides for a restora
tion of the charter to not less than seven of the old members who shall peti
tion therefor: the restoration affects only the parties to whom it is restored 
upon their petition; others can come in only by affiliation. Both in Maine 
and Massachusetts this law has always existed, and after the "Morgan 
times" many lodges were revived by the restoration of their charters under 
this provision. In many cases, in fact, the surrender was made with the 
expectation of restoration, when in accorrlance with the advice of SmuN 
GREENLEAF the brethren determined to "bend before the blast until it shall 
blow over." 

We cannot concur in the decision that one under arrest, by the civil 
authorities, or under indictment, cannot be tried by the lodge until after 
the decision of the civil court of final resort. In an actual case our Grand 
Lodge decided the other way. The committee say that ; ' We have nothing 
to do with the action of the civil authorities," except (in-substance) to see 
that our brethren have a fair trial. The first part of this is true, while the 
latter must be limited to re~dering pecuniary aid, if that is necessary, to se
cure a proper defence. The question, whether the masonic trial should 

App. 16<1&. L. 
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proceed, or await the action of the courts, rests in the decision of the 
lodge; that is, if the lodge deem sufficient reasons are given for it, it may 
postpone the trial. The rule, the committee adopt, would work badly in 
Maine, where frequently a year intervenes between the indictment and 
final judgment. 

As to condoning offences, the decision is: 
"All these decisions, taken together and read as one, we construe to 

mean that the lodge is to judge of all the circumstances, and inflict such a 
sentence as the welfare of the craft and the individual demands; if the 
offence has been flagitious or such as to bring niscredit upon the craft, then 
the confession cuts no figure except to dispense with proof of guilt, but the 
enormity of the offence must be inquired into, to see that the plea is full 
and covers the entire case. If the matter is of slight importance the lodge 
may condone the offence, without a trial, but where the accusation is of a 
serious nature a trial must be had." 

The following, also, is good law and good Masonry: 

"We do not doubt that it is the duty of every mason to associate with the 
members of his lodge, in a gentlemanly and courteous manner, and that a 
declaration, publicly made, by a mason, that he would not· fellowship' 
with certain other members of his lodge, constitutes such a disregard of his 
masonic dut:v and relations as to render him amenable to discipline." 

The Master can exclude any officer or other member of the lodge from 
any communication for unruly conduct, and repeat it at each communica
tion as long as such conduct is repeated; but cannot exclude a member for a 
specified time for such misconduct. This is correct; while the Master can
not punish a member for insubordinate conduct, he may secure the orderly 
working of the lodge, by excluding, for the time being, any disorderly ob
struction to the work of the lodge. 

This Grand Lodge has adopted one system which is worthy of considera
tion by our Committee on Mileage ana Per Diem; lodges are authorized to 
deduct from their dues, the established mileage and per aiem. Grand Sec
retary POWER strongly favors it: it is true that twenty-nine lodges deducted 
it, and were not represented, and be was obliged to collect the money; all 
but five of them promptly responded. He says that the system saves seri
ous interruption of the business of the Grand Lodge, and the stampede of 
many members in the busiest part of the session. 

Upon the report of the Law Committee, the following resolution was 
adopted: 

"Resolvea, That it is the sense of this Grand Lodge that the prerogative 
of making a mason at sight does not exist by virtue of any landmark or 
ancient regulation, and is not conferred by the constitution or laws of this 
Grand Lodge. " 

We cannot agree with the views of the committee : we have not time nor 
space for more than a brief statement of our reasons. 

It is a rule established by the wisdom of the experience of centuries, that 
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the exercise of a privilege or power, under claim oj right, from time imme
morial, is conclusive evidence of the validity of the claim. 

This is especially true of masonic law: the long established usage of the 
craft (and that includes all usages relating to the craft) is law, or so conclu
sive evidence of the law, that it cannot be gainsaid. 

Now, so far back as we can trace, Grand Masters have been accustomed 
to "make masons at sight" under the claim of prerogative right to do so. 
This right has never been challenged till within the present generation of 
masons, alld then (as the rule) only by those who do not believe in the sov
ereignty of Grand Lodges, but hold to a masonic system of government on 
the plan of that of the United States. To this may be added the general 
concurrence of masonic writers and masonic officers down to within a very 
recent period. This of itself is qnite conclnsive evidence of the existence of 
the prerogati ve. 

There are numerous other matters of interest in these proceedings, bnt we 
must pass over them and come to the Report on Correspondence (100 pp.) 
presented by Bro. ANDREW H. BARKLEY. 

And here, again, we want to devote four pages to copying the whole of 
his introduction, but we must be content with a single paragraph. 

" Freemasonry differs from any other institution. It has its own laws, 
customs, usages, symbols, signs, secret~, and modes of recognition, and 
these are the same the world over, and they cannot be improved on, nor 
will its teachings admit of their being tampered with. How much better, 
then, to study these, and learn tlleir meaning and uses; how much better, 
then, to try to find thc objects and ends of Freemasonry, and live for some 
noble purpose, than to abandon what we have begun, and try to improve on 
that which is a perfect system of morals within itself." 

In his review of Indiana, he says: 

" Our brethren of Indiana have a right to their own opinion in regard to 
questions which pertain to the general welfare of the institution of Free
masonry, as well as matters within their own bounds and touching their own 
candidates and members, and when they differ from us we shall not complain ; 
but to claim that they have a right to work up the material of another juris
diction after the rejected one has resided within their bounds six months, 
whilst the ground of objection still exists where the candidate first peti
tioned for the degrees, is just a litLIe more than we are willing to grant to 
any Grand Jurisdiction, and Mississippi never will consent to fraternize 
with one rejected by one of its lodges, no matter whether he be made a 
mason at sight by the Grand Master or a subordinate lodge of another 
Grand Jurisdiction." 

The only addition that can be made to this, is to make it apply to persons 
rejected by a lodge in any jurisdiction and made a mason while the disa
bility, imposed by the rejection, continues to exist. 

We are glad to find that he remembers our" taking him to task quite 
severely" for sustaining his Grand Lodge in continu'ing the law that though 
the Grand Lodge decides that a lodge deprives a member of membership 

• 
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illegally, the action of the lodge stands against the decision of the Grand 
Lodge and the borther loses his membership! We are glad that he re
members it, for that shows that the "leaven is working," although the 
Grand Lodge hq,s kept on" in the even tenor of the way." When the next 
case comes before it, it may get a little jostled nevertheless. When the next 
S-but hold; we have an impression that we have promised, or were askea 
to promise (very much the same thing in this matter) not to discuss agai~ 
one little episode in the history of this Grand Lodge! Bro. BARKLEY thinks 
that a m~on "made at sight" is out in the cold so far as lodge mem bership; 
no more so than masons made, until recently, in many of our lodges . . We 
were made, crafted and raised, and after that elected a member of the lodge 
which did the work, as was then its usage. 

FOREIGN GRAND LODGES. 

We have received intelligence, directly or indirectly, from Grand Lodges 
other than the North American Grand Lodges, which will be of interest to 
the craft. 

CUBA. 

We have heard nothing directly from this unhappy jurisdiction-a fact 
which surprises no one. Masonic work of an organized character has been 
undoubtedly fully suspended. It'is said that the Spanish authorities have 
formally prohibited the meeting of all the masonic bodies: whether this is 
so or not, it is probable that not even the Grand Lodge has met for more 
than a year. 

ENGLAND. 

Our Grand Secretary is to be highly congratulated upon his successful 
efforts in obtaining a full set of the published Proceedings of this Grand 
Lodge for so many years. 

As the Grand Lodge of England is a result of the union in 1813 of the 
two Grand Lodges from wh ich sprung nearly all the United States Grand 
Lodges, and may, therefore, be presumed to have retained more nearly than 
other Grand Lodges, the old laws and usages of the craft, a few extracts 
from its Constitution will be of interest, especially in view of recent discus
sions. The volume of Constitutions contains the charges to a Master at his 
installation, the" Charges of a Freemason," and the" General Laws and 
Regulations for the Government of the Craft. " 

.. 
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The former are the same as used in Maine, except that there is an addi
tion to each of two of them. 

(1.) "That no public processions of masons, clothed with the Badges of 
the Order, can take place without the special license of the Grand Master 
or his Deputy. 

(2.) "That no brother can be ad vanced to a higher degree except in strict 
conformity with the laws of the Grand Lodge." 

The" Charges of a Freemason" do not conform precisely to the version 

of 1723 or that of 1738, a.~ given in the Maine Text Book: the general doc
trine, however, is the same. 

We quote the first portion of the part relating to "physical qualification": 

" Candidates may, nevertheless, know that no Master should take an ap
prentice, unless he has sufficient employment for him; and, unless he be a 
perfect youth, having no maim or defect in his body that may render him 
incapable of learning the art, of serving his Master's lord, and of being 
made a brother, and then a Fellow Craft in due time, after he has served 
such a term of years as the custom of the country directs: and that," &c., 
(as in the Text Book.) 

To this charge, this not.e is added : 

"N. B. III antient times no brother, however skilled in the craft, was 
called a Master Mason, until he had been elected into the chair of a lodge." 

It is thus seen that the absolute physical perfectionists find no warrant 

for their doctrine in the Ancient Charges, which are in exact agreement 

with the law of our Grand Lodge that candidates mllst have no such defect 

as prevents their learning the art, of doing masonic work, &c. 

The Grand Lodge is made up of the Grand Officers, a ll Past Grand Officers, 

the Grand Stewards, and the Master, Past Masters and Warrlens of the 
Grand Steward's Lodge, and of every other private lodge. The Grand 

Master, or the Grand Lodge, by vote duly confirmed, may appoint "Breth

ren of eminence an(1 ability who have rendered service to the craft" mem
hers of the Grand Lodge, with such rank and distinction as may be deemed 

proper. 

The powers of the Grand Lodge are, "in part," as follows: 

"4. The Grand Lodge possesses the supreme superintending authority, 
and alone has the inhprent power of enacting laws and regulations for the 
government of the craft, and of altering, repealing and abrogating them, 
a lways taking care that the antient landmarks of the Order be preserved. 

"5. The Grand Lodge has also the power of investigating, regulating 
and deciding all matters relative to the craft, or to particular lodges, or to 
individual brothers, which it may exercise either of itself or by such dele
gated authority as, in its wisdom and discretion, it ma,y appoint; but the 
Grand Lodge alone has the power of erasing lodges and expelling brethren 
from the craft, a power which it does not delegate to any subordinate au
thority in England." 

The idea of some of our brethren, that Grand Lodges possess on "delegated 
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. authority" finds no support in this constitution. " Inherent" power is not 
"delegated" power. 

Those, who hold tbat Grand Lodges bave no original jurisdiction to try 
llldividual members of the craft, find little comfort in the section last 
quoted. r 

The Maine doctrine 'in relation to expulsion agrees with the English law. 
The words" in England" are used, because the Grand Lodge has delegated 
to District Lodges" in Colonies and foreign parts" the power of expulsion, 
subject to appeal to the Grand Ledge. 

Wben the Grand Master is a Prince of tbe Blood Royal, he may appoint 
a Peer of the Realm, Pro Grand Master, who acts for him save in bis pres
ence; and the Deputy can act only in the absence of both. In case of death 
or resignation of the Grand Master, a meeting of the Graud Lodge is called 
to record the fact; the Pro Grand Master, if tilere is one, acts uutil the next 
election; if there is none, the Junior Past Grand Master, who can aud will 
accept, acts for the balance of the term. 

The following" Old Regulation" is still retained: 
"17. If the Grand Master sbould abuse his power, and render himself 

unworthy of the obedience of the lodges, he shall be subjected to some new 
regulation, to be dictated by the occasion; because, hitherto the Antient 
Fraternity have had no reason to provide for an event which they have pre
sumed would never happen. " 

The Grand Master appoints all the Grand Officers except" the Grand Treas
urer and Grand Stewards, who are elected annually. 

The Grand Secretary, thongh appointed by the Grand Master, holds office 
during the pleasure of the Grand Lodge. 

A Grand Registrar is appointed aud acts as the Masonic legal adviser of 
the Grand Lodge. 

Grand Officers may be removed by the Grand Master, but only witb "the 
approbation of the Grand I,odge." 

Of course it is impossible for the Grand Lodge, in sucb an immense terri
tory, to govern the lodges and craft directly. In England, Provincial Grand 
Lodges with a Provincial Grand Master are created with such powers as are 
delegated to them by the Grand Lodge. Outside of England, District Grand 
Lodges with District Grand and Deputy Grand Masters have the immediate 
government, with larger powers than are entrusted to Provincial Grand 
Lodges. But as we understand it, an appeal lies t,? the Grand Lodge from 
all these intermediate instrumentalities. 

But the principal body for the administration of masonic affairs is the 
" Board of General Purposes," consisting of the Grand Master, the Pro 
Grand Master, the Deputy Graud Master, the Grand Wardens, a President 
and twenty-four otber members: tbe President and fourteen of the other 
members are appointed by the Grand Master annually, and the other four-
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teen elected by the Grand Lodgc, but at least one-third must go out of office 
annually. It has substantially the executive and judicial powers of our 
Grand Lodges, subject to confirmation by the Grand Lodge, ann recommends 
measures of legislation to that body. All appeals from Provincial and Dis
trict Grand Masters and Grand J"odges come before it in the first instance. 

In December, 1895, however, the regulation was amended, so as to read 
as follows: 

" The Board shall consist of the Grand Master, Pro Grand Master, Deputy 
Grand Master, the Grand Wardens of the year, the Grand Treasurer, the 
Grand Registrar, the Deputy Grand Registrar, a President, Past Presidents, 
the President of the Board of Benevolence, the Grand Director of Ceremon
ies and twenty-four other members." 

In addition to this, there is a "General Committee," consisting of the 
President of the Board of Benevolence as Chairman, and the present and 
past Grand Officers and the Masters of all the regular lodges, who meet on 
the fourteenth day preceding each quarterly communication. 

"51. At this meeting all reports and representatiolls from the Grand 
Master, or the Board of General Purposes, or any Board or Committee ap
pointed by the Grand Lodge, shall be read; and any member of the Grand 
Lodge intending to make a motion therein, or to submit any matter to its 
consideration, shall, at such General Committee, or by notice previously 
given or sent to the Grand Secretary, state, in writing, the uature of such 
intended motion or matter, that notice thereof may be printed on the paper 
of business." 

No motion, of which notice has not thus been given can be made in Grand 
Lodge, except the adoption or otherwise of any report, or recommendation 
in such report, of any Board or Committee previously appointed. 

We give these particulars, because as our Grand Lodge IUcreases in size 
and its bnsiness increases, it is likely to become necessary to adopt some fur
ther measures to facilitate the transaction of its bnsiness. 

Among the provisions relating ttl lodges, we find these: the warrant, ex
cept in case of two lodges, "which act under immemorial constitutions," 
must be present at every meeting: if the warrant is lost, the lodge must sus
pend its meetings until a warrant of confirmation shall be obtained; if the 
warrant be sold, it is forfeited; a Master must have ~erved as Master or 
Warden" under the English Constitution": is not eligible for more than two 
years in succession save by dispensation: the Master appoints ,all the other 
officers, except Treasurer and Tyler, who are elected: the Tyler may be re
moved at any time by a majority vote: other officers may be removed by 
the Master with the assent of the brethren after a hearing upon the com
plaint: Masters and Wardens are enjoined to visit othllr lodges as often as 
they conveniently can, .. in order that the sallie usages and customs may be 
observed 'throughout the craft, and a good understanding cultivated among , 
Free-Masons": the Master has the power to exclude any visitor, whose 
presence, he has reason to believe, will disturb the harmony of the lodge. 
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Brethren proposing to visit lodges, English lodges, must remember the 
following: 

"150. No visitor shall be admitted into a lodge unless he be personally 
known to, or well voucherl for, after due examination, by one of the Breth
ren present, or until he has produced the certificate of the Grand Lodge to 
which he claims to b.elong, and has given satisfactory proof that he is the 
brother named in the certificate, or other proper vouchers of his having been 
initiated in a regular lodge. Every visitor during his presence in the lodge, 
is subject to its by.laws." 

An attempt has recently been made to discredit" written vouchers," but 
English lodges have always required written vouchers that the party was 

made in a regular lodge, as well as to pass a satisfactory examination. 
From the following, it will be seen that the" Old Regulation" in relation 

to Past Masters ' presiding under certain circumstances is still the law: 
"141. If the Master shall die, be removed, or be rendered incapable of 

discharging the duties of his office, the Senior Warden. and in the absence 
of the Senior Warden, the Junior Warden , and in the absence of hoth 
Wardens, the Immediate Past Master shall act as Master in summoning the 
lodge, until the nflxt installation of Master. In the Master' s absence, the 
Immediate Past Master, or, if he be absent, the Senior Past Master of the 
lodge present, or if no Past Master of the lodge be present, then the Senior 
Past Master who is a subscribing member of the lodge shall take the chair. 
And if no Past Master who is a member of the lodge be present, then the 
Senior Warden, or in his absence the Junior Warden, shall rule the lodge. 
When a Warden rules a lodge, he shall not occupy the Master' s chair, nor 
can initiatIOns take place or degrees be conferred unless the chair be occu
pied by a brother who is a Master or Past Master in the craft." 

A brief description of the ceremony for laying Foundation Stones is 
given. The ceremony is performed by the Grand Lodge, open as such. 

There are many other matters of interest in this volume that we would 
notice if our space would permit. 

The Granrl Lodge holds quarterly communications in March, June, Sept
ember and December, and an "Annual Grand Festival" in April, and 
issues a pamphlet (without covers) for each one of them: these are paged 
consecutively for the year: these are more like a newspaper account of 
such a meeting than like the transcript of the record usually puhlished in 
this country: an account of the remarks of each speaker is given. 

At the December Quarterly, the Grand Master is nominated, and at the 
March Quarterly, if there is but one nominee he is declared elected. The 
nominating and proposing speeches are reported. The Prince of Wales has 
held the office twenty-one consecutive years. 

In March, 1895, quite a number of appeals, some of them coming from 
the E ast Indies, were decided. One question was whether a resignation of 
membership takes effect when filed with the Secretary, or when communi
cated to the lodge: it was considerably discussed, and it was decided that a 
resignation may be withdrawn at any time before it is communicated to the 
lodge. 
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A very large part of these pamphlets are taken up with the statements of 
receipts and disbursements in detail. 

At the Annual Festival the Grand Officers are procla;med and installed. 
At the June session, the Board of General Purposes is elected and other 

committees appointed. 
It was decided that when a visitor is vouched for by a member, on per

sonal knowledge, he may be admitted without written vouchers, but when 
admitted upon examination he must produce written vouchers that he was 
made in a regular lodge. 

For a number of years the Board of General Purposes has been divided: 
that is. a Colonial Board was created to take charge of matters coming from 
the Colonies; but in 1895, after a full discussion, the latter was abolished 
and the functions vested in the Board of General Purposes. 

It seems that the habit of electioneering has prevailed in England and is 
there looked upon with the same disfavor as in this country: in March, 1896, 
the following resolution was discussed and adopted: 

"That the Grand Lodge of England in quarterly communication as
sembled, hereby expresses its strong disapproval of the system of canvassing 
and touting carried on at the annual elections, and earnestly appeals to its 
members to discountenance and prevent the continuance of a practice which 
'is contrary to the principles and tenets of English Freemasonry." . 

A motion was made to strike out the word '" ~nglish ": but it was opposed 
and defeated. We think the objection to the use of the word was well 
taken and are surprised that it was not stricken out. The retention of it 
implies that the tenets of English Freemasonry differ from those of the 
Universal Institution. 

The word" touting" in the resolution is exceedingly expressive, and we 
wonder that a word, so frequently used for so long a time in England, should 
be so utterly unknown in this country as this word is. 

IRELAND, 1895. 

We have the usual eight-page pamphlet, giving statistical information and 

the accounts. 
The PRINCE OF WALES is Grand Patroll; the DUKE OF ABERCORN, Grand 

Master, and LORn CASTLETOWN, Grand Secretary. 
There are fifteen Provincial Grand Lodges, one of which is in New Zeal

land and one in Queensland, each with a Provo Grana Mastel' and a Provo 
Grand Secretary. 

The receipts for the year were about $20,000 and the disbursements 
n early ~17 ,000, of which nearly $5,000 was for purposes of charity or educa

tion. 
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Five warrants were issued (two of the~ for lodges in Queensland), two 
surrendered and cne suspended. 

One brother was expelled, two suspended, one hundred and eighty
three struck from the roll and fourteen re-instated. No statement of the 
work done or of thJ~· tptal membership is given. 

The amount of dues· received and the amount still due from each lodge is 
given. The highest number given to a lodge is 1009, but only 376 lodges 
are given in the list, and over 300 of these are below No. 500; why there 
are so many and extensive gaps in the higher numbers we do not under
stand: there are only twenty-seven numbered above 700. There are ap
parently six regimental lodges, one of them quite old, as it is No. 26: two of 
the six, however, are probably stationary; one lodge is in Mauritius, two in 
South Africa, three in Ceylon, seven in New Zealand, and eighteen in 
Queensland. 

Among the Grand Lodges with which it exchanges representatives, are 
England, Scotland, Haly, Spain, Portugal, three in Prussia, Greece, Switzer
land, Sweden, Egypt, Brazil, Colon and Cuba, Peru, the Canadian Grand 
Lodges and very many in the United States, not, howevElr, including our 
own. 

MEXICO. 

Within the year, the recognition of the Gran Dieta has bee~ more fully 
discussed than ever before, and more reliable information has been obtained. 

A preliminary question has been somewhat discussed, first suggested 
about twenty-five years ago, by Bro. THEODORE T. GURNEY, of Illinois; after 
his death it was taken up in earnest by Bro. JOSEPH ROBBINS, his suceessor: 
his views, however, met with little favor, save that they were endorsed by 

Bro. RICHARD V A ux, and recently, to a very limited extent, by Bro. JOHN 
Q. A. FELLOWS. The claim is that lodges, established by Grand Orients or 
Supreme Councils in those countries in which Grand Orients or Supreme 
Councils are the only guverning bodies, masonic or claiming to be masonic, 
are not legal lodges and the masons made therein are clanCiestine masons. 
The overwhelming cl)nsensus of masonic opinion and the masonic usage 
have been, and are, adverse to this doctrine. 

A t this point, we should say that while the masons, made in such lodges, 
were everywhere recognized as masons, Grand Lodges declined to recognize 
as Grand Lodges, any governing masonic body, which was itself under the 
obedience of a higher body, as was the case in the Grand Orient system; 
they recognized aud exchanged Representatives with the Grand Orients 
themselves, but not with the body subordinate to the Grand Orient, but 
(subject to such subordination) having the government of the symbolic 
lodges. In consequence of this, quite a number of Grand Lodges were or-
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ganized by lodges which had been under the Grand Orient system, or of the 

obedience of Supreme Councils, to which Grand Lodges was conceded the 

exclusive lurisdiction over symbolic Masonry in their several jurisdictions. 

This new doctrine seems to be that no masons or lodges can be recognized, 

unless they hold under Grand Lodges, which can trace their descent directly 

to the original Grand Lodge of England, or at least to one of the three 

British Grand Lodges. It is deduced by its supporters from what they claim 

to be the application of fundamental principles of masonic government. 
They forget tha t, if their application of these principles conflicts with 

masonic usage from early times, this fact is conclusive evidence that they 

are wrong in their conclusions. 

The fact, that the three Grand r~odges, (those of England, Ireland and 

Scotland) which, they claim, are the only sources of legitimate Masonry, 

have always from the beginning, and do now, recognize these hodies as 

legitimate, and exchange Representatives with them, and admit masons of 

their obedience as visitors, settles the whole question, beyond cavil even. 

The usage in this country has bcen the same, and masons from various 

European countries have been admitted as visitors in our lodges, who would 
have been excluded under this doctrine. A notable instance is that of LA

FAYETTE,who, though hailing under the Grand Orient of France, when he 

visited this country in 1827, was everywhere hailed as a mason, and was re

ceived distinctively as a mason, and visited numerous lodges and Grand 

Lodges. He was so received in Pennsylvania. 

Bro. VAUX first applied his new doctrine to the Grand Lodge of Cuba, 

in 1876, bnt as we have always contended and believed, without full infor
mation in the premises. A brief history of that Grand Lodge seems of suffi

cient importance to be gi~en in this connection. 
In the early part of the present century, the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania 

chartered several lodges in Cuba, but they became extinct. On December 

5, 1859, the representatives of two lodges chartered by the Grand Orient of 

Spain, and of one chartered by the Grand Lodge of South Carolina, met and 

regularly organized the Grand Lodge of Colon. The same month, a :Supreme 

Council was formed in Cuba by the Supreme Council of the Southern Juris

diction, U. S. A., with authority over the degrees from the f.ourth to the 

thirty-second. But the authority to form a Supreme Council was upon the 

condition that a Grand Lodge should first be formed with exclusive authority 

over the symbolic degrees. Unfort1lnately the Deputy gave them a Grand 

Orient constitution, which was adopted. It provided' 10r a Grand Orient, 

which, however was never organized, and of course nevei'met. 

In 1867, the Grand Lodge adopted a new constitution, in which it 
declared itself to be the Supreme power of Symbolic Masonry: the 

Supreme Council denied its power to do so and" annulled" this constitu-
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tion and claimed to control all the bodies, including the lodges, until the 
Grand Orient should meet at a time fixed, about three months afterwards. 
The Grand Lodge declared itself" in recess " until the same time, expect. 
ing that that body would accede to its request for sole authority over the 
symbolic degrees. " ~ut a revolution broke out and the Grand Orient never 
met. The Supreme Council continued to rule all the degrees and went so 
far as to authorize a Consistory, 32°, to form a Provincial (Mother) Grand 
Lodge with power to issue warrants for new lodges. The Grand Lodge 
protested and could do little more: but it held its election in 1870 : finally, 
on March 4, 1872, the power granted to the Consistory were revoked and the 
GrandJ,odge reorganized. In 1873, it held an election and had gradually 
resumed its original functions: in 1874, the Provincial Grand Lodge estab
lished by the consistory was dissolved and in 1875, one was created by the 
Grand Lodge, but dissolved in 1876, for contumacious conduct in advising 
its lodges to withdraw from the Grand Lodge of Colon. 

In consequence of the action of the Congress of Lausanne, (at which we 
remark, in passing, the representatives of Grand Lodges, Grand Orients, and 
Supreme Councils from all over Europe, met as masons) the Supreme Coun
cil of Colon adopted a resolution, April 30, 1876, authorizing the Grand 
Lodge to promulgate its constitution and govern the symbolic lodges, which 
the Grand Lodge proceeded to do at sessions held on the sixth, tenth, twelfth 
and sixteenth of August following: but in the constitution was an article 
declaring that the Grana Lodge would become a section of a Grand 
Orient and submit to a general constitution thereof; the Grand Lodge ad· 
journed to the twenty-sixth of August for final action on the constitution: 
it met according to adjournment, and having learned of events presently to 
be narrated, it amended the draft of the constitution by striking out all al
lusion to the Grand Orient, and by declaring itself sovereign; thE' draft, as 
thus amended, was unanimously adopted. 

But in the meantime (on Aug. 1, 1896) the representatives of nine char
tered lodges, ana four U. D., met and organized the Grand Loage of Cuba, 
claiming that the Grand Lodge of Colon had ceased to exist. As bearing 
upon the Mexican question , the composition of this new Grand Lodge be· 
comes a matter of paramount importance. Six of the chartered lodges were 
chartered by the Grand Lodge of Colon, three by the Provincial Grand 

Lod.ge CREATED BY THE SUPREMl!: COUNCIL, and the four u. D. by 
the Provincial Grand Lodge created by tJle Grand Lodge of Colon. Probably 
local feelings had something to do with the matter, for the Grand Lodge of 
Colon was located at Santiago, and that of Cuba .at Havana. 

The new Grand Lodge was really the Provincial Grand Lodge at Havana. 
A messenger was sent to consult Bro. SIMONS, who, upon the statement mad.e 

to him, approved the plan of forming a new Grand Lodge free from all en-
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tangling alliances, and sent him to Bro. VAUX, who is said to have con
curred upon the same statement. We have always contended and believed 
that neither of these brethl"en would have taken this coarse had they known 
all the facts. 

Both Grand Lodges applied for recognition: the Grand Lodge of Pennsyl
vania, upon a report by Bro. VA UX , recognized the Grand Lodge of Cuba, 
thus endorsing the lawful character of the lodges which formed it. This 
endorsement has all the more weight, because, though all the facts came 
later to the knowledge of Bro. V A lIX and his Grand Lodge, that action has 
never been rescinded, but on the contrary practically reaffirmed: 

The Grand Lodge of Maine declined to recognize the new Grand Lodge, 
but upon grounds not pertinent to the present discussion, but urged a union 
of the two Grand Lodges; and other Grand Lodges took the same ground. 

This union was urged all the more strongly because there were lodges in 
the Island holding under the Grand Orient of Spain. We have reason to 
believe that ]3ro. SmoNs, by personal communications to members of the 
Grand Lodge of Cuba, urged union as 'the only solution of the question. At 
any rate the Grand Lodge of Cuba took the initiative and appointed a com
mittee to present a plan of union on the basis of organizing a Grand Lodge, 
independent, sovereign, and holding exclusive jurisdiction over the symbolic 
degrees in Cuba. The representatives of the Grand Orient lodges declined 
to unite with them; but the committees of the two Grand Lodges agreed to 
the articles of union, after modifying the rule as to Grand Orients so jar as 
to allow mutual visitation. Thereupon the representatives of 'twenty-eight 
lodges of the obedience of the Grand Lodge of Colon, and of eighteen under 
the Grand T,odge of Cuba, met January 25, 1880, and organized the Grand 
Lodge of " Colon and Cuba." In 1881, the Grand Secretary reported that 
thirty-jour Grand Lodges had recognized the United Grand Lodge, and we 
find that Pennsylvania was among them. The same year, the Grand Master 
announced the dissolution of a lodge held under the Supreme Council, 
whose members had affiliated with one oj the constituents oj the Grand Lodge. 
Later, the Grand Lodge changed its name from "Colon and Cuba" to 
"Cuba"; this change led to a mistake of Bro. VAl/X, in consequence of 
his having failed to receive notice of it, and he doubted the legality of the 
Grand Lodge; having learned the facts, however, he made the" amende hon
orable. " 

It will be seen that it does ' not lie in the mouth of any Grand Lodge, 
which now maintains masonic relations with the Grand' Lodge of Cuba, to 
deny recoguitioll to the Gran Dieta of Mexico, because it was organized by 
lodges created under the Grand Orient system, especially as the Grand Lodge 
of Colon was actually organized by the procurement of the Special Deputy 
of the Southern Supreme Council. In fact, the charter of the third lodge 
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" A resolution will also be presented by the same committee, recommend · 
ing like action with reference to the Grand Lodge of Spain. As the time 
has apparently arrived when such recognition can with prudence be awarded 
in each of these instances, I join the committee in their recommendations. 
The status of each of these Grand Bodies is clearly established, as lawfully 
organized and independent, holding exclusive jurisdiction of, and authority 
over the three degFees of Ancient Craft Masonry. When such bodies of 
masons exist they and their membership are entitled to the right hand of 
fellowship. 'May the time not be far distant when other organizations com
posed of our brethren of the Latin race, may be placed in like attitude. 
And here, I desire to correct a m,jsapprehension existing among some of the 
brethren. . It is my opinion that brethren proving their masonic standing by 
the usual method, and hailiug from jurisdictions not under interdict, are 
entitled to fraternal intercourse with Louisiana masons." 

In 1881, there were in Peru lodges chartered by the Supreme Council and 
by Grand Lodges. The Supreme Council determined to abandoned all con
trol over the symbolic degrees and freed its lodges from their allegiance to 
it. Thereupon, early in 1882, the representatives of five lodges, all, or all 
save one, chartered by the Supreme Council, after due notice, met and or
ganized a Grand Lodge of the York Rite. Immediately four Scottish lodges 
gave in their adhesion and the Scottish Provincial Grand Lodge was dis
solved. This Grand Lodge was, and still is, recognized by nearly all the 
Grand Lodges in the world. 

We might cite other cases, but we have given enough to show that the 
new doctrine is in conflict with the law and practice of the masonic world. 
We should deem an apology necessl\ry for thus going over again the same 
ground as in former reports, but error and false doctrine have the merit of 
persistency, and unless noticed and refuted with equal diligence, they soon 
acquire the audacity to claim the support, or at least the acquiescence, of 
every lodge. Their supporters assume that" silence gives consent," with
out realizing that silence is often the strongest possible expression of con
tempt I 

We had intended to discnss somewhat at length other questions involved 
in this same subject, bnt for reasons arising since the close of the commun
ication of our G;and Lodge, we conclude not to do so.· 

Bro. MATTHEW M. MILLER, as we have already stated, submitted to the 
Grand Lodge of Kansas a very able report upon this qnestioli, concurred in 
by his associates, upon the strength of which his Grand Lodge recognized the 
Gran Dieta. Much of his report consists of correspondence with Bro. PAR
VIN of Iowa, who, however, has since published a special report of his own, to 
which we shall refer directly. Bro. MILLER, however, had the advantage of 
the testimouy of a Brother, a Kansas Past Master, who had been in Mexico, 
and visited many of the lodges, and who stated that the objectionable fea
tures heretofore existing have been entirely removed. Bro. MILLER con
cludes that the Gran Dieta was legally organized: that it has HOW recalled 



254 Correspondence-Mexico. 

was procured from the Grand Lodge of South Carolina for the very object, 
as the Grand Master said, of uniting with the two lodges already existing 
under foreign jurisdictions, in forming a Grand Lodge. 

In spite of the fact tbat two rival Grand Lodges existed in Cuba, twenty 

of our North Amefiqan Grand Lodges recognized the new Grand Lodge; 
seven refused; twenty~tl!1'ee postponed action, and fonr did not consider the 
question. The united Grand I.odge was very soon recognized by all the 
North American Grand Lodges witb, as we believe, a single exception. 

In 1881, a Grand Lodge bad been formed in Spain, and application made 
for recogn ition. Thi8 same objection was made, and in discussing it we 
gave some furtber items of masonic history in tbiR country which are perti
nent to this discussion; we copy the following: 

" We hold, further, that the question is nu longer an open one. For over 
a century the masonic world, hasrecogniied the masons of the Grand Orient 
system as regular masons, and their lodges as lawful lodges. Lodges of this 
origin have been created in this country and are in existence to-day, and 
their regularity has never been questioned. Polar Star Lodge, in New 
Orleans, was organized in 1794, under the Granel Orient system, and was 
reorganized in 1804, under a charter elirect from the Grand Orient of France. 
Another was organized by the same power in 1807, in the same city. At 
the same time, for several years afterwards, there existeel in New Orleans 
lodges chartered by the Grand Lodges of South Carolina and Pennsylvania. 
The fraternal relations between these and the French lodges were of the 
Illost harmonious character. In consequence, however, of the war between 
England and France, trouble arose which caused the extinction of one of 
these lodges, and the substantial consolidation of the other with another 
chartered by the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania. 

" Between 1800 and 1812, the Grand Lodge of l'ennsylvania granted five 
or six cbarters to petitioners, who, in some cases, were all masons made in 
lodges created by Grand Orients, and in other cases were in part such 
masons and in part masons of the York Rite. The lodges which formed the 
Grand Lodge of Louisiana, all or nearly all, had members who were masons 
of the Grand Orient system. A t that time many such masons came to this 
country to reside, and formed lodges, or affiliated with lodges already 
formed, and the legality and genuineness of their Masonry was never ques
tioned. Hundreds of them became members of lodges in New York, Phila
delphia, Charleston and New Orleans. In Pbiladelphia and New Orleans, 
some lodges had so many of them that the proceedings were all conducted 
in French. In fact, no one of the lodges which formed the Graud Lodge of 
Lonisiana was an English-speaking lodge. In Un8, a resolution was adopted, 
forbidding intercourse with lodges not created by a Grand Lodge, probably 
in consequence of the formation of a lodge by the Grand Orient of France 
in New Orleans. In 1819, this resolution was modified by the adoption of 
a constitutional provision, prohibiting any number of masons from meeting 
as such or forming a lodge, without a charter from that. Grand Lodge. 
About this time, the downfall of Napoleon caused a steady stream of emi
gration from France, and the lodges received large accessions of masons 
who' received their masonic education under the Grand Orient of France.' 
Without going further into detail, we will add that the Grand Lodge of 
Louisiana, on November 16, 1821, adopted resolutions recognizing the regu
larity of tbe three rites, and authorizing it~ lodges to receive as visitors, or 
as candidates for affiliation, members of the French and Scotch lodges; 
there were three of these holding charters from the Grand Orient of France. 
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Ten years afterwards, the Grand Lodge, by express resolution, recognized 
as regular three French lodges and three Scotch lodges, none of them hold
ing charters from it. A new Constitution was then adopten, in which cer
tain powers were delegated to three' Chambers,' one for each rite, which 
had the power of granting charters for that rite. Thereupon, the French 
and Scotch lodges gave in their adhesion to the Grand Lodge, some taking 
new charters, and some retaining their Grand Orient charters. In 1844, 
the' Chamber' system was changed to a 'Council of Rites in the bosom 
of the Grand Lodge.' 

"In January, ]845, Mississippi masons, resident in New Orleans, recog
nizing as genuine only the York Rite as taught in their state, sllcceeden in 
inducing their mother Grand Lodge to appoint a committee to investigate 
the condition of Masonry in Louisiana. The committee went to New Orleans, 
visited the lodges of the several Rites, and were received in the Orann Lodge, 
in which they stated that they should deny the absurd reports which had been 
circulated in their state against the masons and lodges of the differe~t Rites 
in Louisiana. The project of forming lodges in JJoll isiana was defeated for 
the time, but ill 1847 it was carried, and the Grand Lodge of MiSSIssippi 
chartered lodges there: the alleged reason was that the masons of the French 
and Scotch Rites were not regular. Thereupon the Grand Lodge of New 
York recognized the Grand Lodge of Louisiana as the sole authority in that 
state, requested the Grand Lodge of Mississippi to revoke the charters and 
dispensations granted by it: declared the lodges thus created irregular, and 
prohibited all intercourse with them. The lodges issued a circular charging 
that clandestine masons were admitted to the lodges and to the Grand Lodge 
itself-but the signers of the circular had for years sat with them without 
objection. 

"The Grand Lodge of Mississippi sustained its lodges, and in 1848 they 
formed a Grand Lodge, which existed two years, but failed to procure recog
nitionfrom a single Grand Lodge, except Mississippi. At least six other 
Grand Lodges followed the example of New York. A union was effected 
in 1850; the new Grand Lodge, in theil' proposition, stated that they had 
no objection to the Scotch and French Rites' under a distinct jurisdiction, , 
and made it a condition that these Rites should be separated from' Ancient 
Free and Accepted Masonry': the old Grand Lodge refused, holding that 
the term' Ancient Free and Acceptfld Masons' comprised the masons of 
the first three degrees of the Scotch and French Rites, as well as those of the 
York Rite: the new Grand Lodge yielded, and the union was the result. A 
Convention was held to frame a Constitution, and of the fifty-six lodges rep
resented six worked in the French and Scotch Rites. Some of these are 
still in existflnce: in 1874, the writer visited one of them and witnessed their 
work, performed 'in English for the first time in their history in honor of 
their visitors. 

"If this ~ New Departure' of our Illinois Brethren is sURtained, the Grand 
Lodges of Pennsylvania and South Carolina must be' held to have issued 
charters to clandestine masons,-the Grand Lodge of New York, and those 
who acted with her in 1848, must be deemed to have recognized clandestine 
masons as against regular masons.-and the Grand Lodge of Louisiana must 
be declared to be clandestine from its origin. Your committee believe that 
our Grand Lodge should not enter a path which leads to such an end." 

This statement has never been questioned by our Louisiana brethren, but 
on the contrary, a resolution, almost a verbatim copy of the one adopted by 
our Grand Lodge recognizing the Grand Lodge of Spai;' was reported by 
the committee, with our report, before its members, and adopted by the 
Grand Lodge, with the approval of the Grand Master, who said in his ad
dress: 
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"A resolution will also be presellted by the same committee, recommend· 
ing like action with reference to the Grand Lodge of Spain. As the time 
has apparently arrived when such recognition can with prudence be awarded 
in each of these instances, I join the committee in their recommendations. 
The status of each of these Grand Bodies is clearly established, as lawfully 
organized and ind~pendent, holding exclusive jurisdiction of, ann. authority 
over the three degrees of Ancient Craft Masonry. When such bodies of 
masons exist, they and their membership are entitled to the right hand of 
fellowship. May the time uot be far distant when other organizations com
posed of our brethren of the Latin race, may be placed in like attitude. 
And here, I desire to correct a m,jsapprehension existing among some of the 
brethren. It is my opinion that brethren pl"Oving their masonic standing by 
the usual method, and hailing from jurisdictions not nnder interdict, are 
entitled to fraternal intercourse with Louisiana masons." 

In 1881, there wer~ in Peru lodges chartered by the Supreme Council and 
by Grand Lodges. The Supreme Council determined to abandoned all con
trol over the symbolic degrees and freed its lodges from their allegiallce to 
it. Thereupon, early in 1882, the representatives of five lodges, all, or all 
save one, chartered by the Supreme Council, after due notice, met and or
ganized a Grand Lodge of the York Rite. Immediately four Scottish lodges 
gave in their adhesion and the Scottish Provincial Grand Lodge was dis
solved. This Grand Lodge was, and still is, recognized by nearly all the 
Grand Lodges in the world. 

We might cite other cases, bnt we have given enough to show that the 
new doctrine is in conflict with the law and practice of the masonic world. 
We should deem an apology necessa:ry for thus going over again the same 
ground as in former reports, but error and false doctrine bave the merit of 
persistency, and unless noticed and refuted with equal diligence, they soon 
acquire the audacity to claim the support, or at least the acquiescence, of 
every lodge. Their supporters assume that" silence gives consent," with
out realizing that silence is often the strongest possible expression of con
tempt! 

We had intended to discllss somewhat at length other questions involved 
in this same subject, but for reasons arising since the close of the commun
ication of our G;and Lodge, we conclude not to do so.· 

Bro. MATTHEW M. MILLER, as we have already stated, submitted to the 
Grand Lodge of Kansas a very able report upon this questioli, concurred in 
by his associates, upon the strength of which his Grand Lodge recognized the 
Gran Dieta. Much of his report consists of correspondence with Bro. PAR
VIN of Iowa, who, however, has since published a special report of his own, to 
which we shall refer directly. Bro. MILLER, however, had the advantage of 
the testimony of a Brother, a Kansas Past Master, who had been in Mexico, 
and visited many of the lodges, and who stated that the objectionable fea
tures heretofore existing have been entirely removed. Bro. MILLER con
cludes that the Gran Dieta was legally organized: that it has HOW recalled 
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all charters for lod~es of women and decreed that no recognition of women' 

as masons shall ever be made; and that it has ordered that the Bible, Square 

and Compasses shall be used on the masonic altar in every lodge. 
Bro. PARVIN has recently published a pamphlet of eighteen p~tges (which 

has been incorporated by Bro. Cox!> in his report for 1896), giving an ac

count of his personal observations in Mexico and his views in relation to 

this subject. 
He gives a very interesting account of the establishment of masonry in 

Mexico, but it is too long for this report. It is sufficient to say that the lodges 
which organized the Gran Dieta were in part chartered by the Supreme 

Council, which was established by the Supreme Council of the Southern 

Jurisdiction, U. S. A., and in part had been of the obedience of the Grand 

Orient organized at first by lodges chartered by York Rite Graud Lodges, 

and called the" Snprtlme Grand Orient of the Mexican National Rite.' 

The facts place the Gran Dieta in the class of Grand Lodges organized by 

lodges chartered by a Supreme Council, a Grand Orient and Grand Lodges, 
but having supreme authority over the Symbolic degrees. We note that 

there are, amon~ its subordinates, lodges composed almost entirely of 

American citizens. 
Bro. PARVIN confirms the statement that women are no longer admitted 

to lodges or recognized as masons. 

But we are surprised and regret to find that Bro. PARVIN does not con

firm Bro. MILI, ilK' S statement that the use of the Bible on the alta is re

quired: he does say that it is p ermitted, and is quite generally nsed, at any 

rate in many of the lodges. 'Ve obtain this information too recently to 

test its correctness by further inquiry, and Clj,n only hold the matter in abey
ance till we obtain satisfactory information. We do not require the pres

ence of our Bible; but we (lo hold that there can be no lawful lodge, unless 

there is upon the altar a Book, recognized as the Book of God's law, upon 

which candidates are obligated, and we do not believe that the Gran Dieta 
should be recognized unless it does require, eitheir in its constitution or in its 

obligatory ritual, that a Great Light in masom'y shall be a necessary part of 

the furniture of the lodge. We still hope to find that'Bro. MILL!>R'S infor

mation is correct, and that this will be made certain before the next annual 

meeting of our Grand Lodge. 

NEW SOUTH WALES, 1895. 

This Grand Lodge holds quarterly communications in -September, Decem

ber, Marcli and June, and last year held several special communications. 
The business is chierty transacted by the Board of General Purposes, which 

reports at each quarterly communication its action for confirmat.ion or 

App. 17 G. L. 
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otherwise by the Grand Lodge. The Board made a special report recom
mending the appointment of a Committee on Correspondence: among the 
reasons given are the following: 

"(1) The reportR of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence will bring 
home to masons ip New South Wales and make them appreciate the uni
versality and onen~ss of Freemrtsonry, and thus tend to strengthen the 
mystic tie of sympathy which should exist between all masons throughout 
the world. 

"(2) These reports will crtll attention to differences between our own and 
other Constitutions, and by discussion, lead to the correction of errors, and 
these reports will, without interfering with the sovereignty. of independent 
Grand Lodges, tend to promote uniformity in masonic usage and policy 
throughout the world. 

"(3) The reports of the various Grand Lodges in the Unit.ed States, and 
in the Dominion of Canada, are replete wit.h rt Vrtst amount of useful, pmc· 
tical, instructive and valuable matter. the perusal of which, even in the 
condp.nsed form in which it must necessarily be presented to the members 
of our own Grand Lodge, cannot fail to benefit the reader." 

* * * * * * * * * 
" The reviewers and writers on Foreign Correspondence are nearly all 

mfm of great culture and ability, and if any mason will take the trouble to 
carefully study and digest their valuable reports he cannot but rise from 
their perusal with a wealth of masonic learning and knowledge, which he 
could not in any other or bett.er way hope to obtain. It has been truly 
said, that for clear, forcible and logical writing, for depth of thought and 
for literary skill, the American writers of the craft, take foremost place 
amongst the literary men of the time. " 

The report was accepted, and the constitution was amended accordingly. 
Their duties are thus define,i: 

"This committee shall review the Proceedings of sister Grand Lodges, 
and the reports of their respective Committees on Foreign Correspondence. 
At every annual communication, and at such other times as they may deem 
it advisable, this committee shall bring up a report on all matters connected 
with such sister Grand Lodges as may in their opinion be of interest to 
Grand Lodge. " 

The Grand Lodge held a special session March 21, 18!l5, to record of
ficially the death of the Grand Master, Sir ROBERT Dun'. An address of 
condolence to his family wa& adopted. His public duties had been such 
that he had been obliged to leave to the Pro Grand Master, the performance 
of most of the duties of Grand Mastel'. 

A large amount of business was transacted during the year: many appeals 
were decided: and quite a number of charters were granted. 

The Deputy Grand Master delivered an address, which we understand is, 
in one sense, a" new departure," but, as we think, a very good one, as it 
gives information which we have been heretofore unable to obtain. Of the 
state of the craft, he says: 

" Although the past year has been one of financial depression, and this 
had no doubt had its effect upon the craft, we appeal' to have held our own 
in N. S. W. The total membership in this Colony at the commencement ' 
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of the year was 8,112. Owing to the absence of the necessary returns, we 
are unable to give yet the exact total membership at the present time, but 
during the year there have been 700 tnembers initiated and 140 affi liated to 
the various lodges. Our losses can only be ascertained when the returns 
are to hand and tabulated, but as the dues paid to our Grand Lodge Fund 
and Benevolent Fund each show a slight increase for the year, we can rea
sonably anticipate that when the returns are complete, it will be demon
strated that we have at least maintained our position." 

The Grand Lodge dues received amounted to about $4,000, and the dues 
to the" Benevolent Fund" about $8,000; receipts from other sources about 
$7,000, making a total of about !j)19,000: and the gross assets approximate 
$50,000. During the year, five warrants had been issued and three re
turned; two lodges had been consolidated. 

He had. granted many dispensations, but han adopted the rule that no 
dispensation would be granted to set aside the law as laid down in the Book 
of Constitutions. The adoption of this rule shows that the doctrine exists 
in that jnrisdiction (as is the fact in other British jurisdictions) that the 
power to great dispensations is inherent in the office of Grand Master. 

As the practice mentioned in the following is beginning to be adopted to 
some extent in this country, we commend it to the careful consideration of 
the craft, as we hold his positicm to be correct: 

"Several dispensations have been applied for and granted, for the breth
ren to attend church service clothed in regalia. These services have invari
ably been a marked success, and several eloquent masonic serml)ns have 
been preached. I have not, however, lost sight of the fact that our Institu
tion has been able in the past to survive the convulsions that have destroyed 
nations and dethroned kings, mainly because we have avoided political and 
religious controversy in our lodge::;. ,Vith regard to the religious services 
already held by our brethren, no such controversy has arisen, but it is easy 
to see that in a society, such as ours, composed of men representing every 
shade of religious opinion, such a controversy might at any time arise. I 
have therefore instructed the Grand Secretary that no dispensation will be 
granted by me, for the wearing of regalia at any religious ceremony, unless 
an assurance is received that ,.he brethren of the lodge applying for such 
dispensation are unanimous in their desire that it should be granted." 

He cautions the craft against some irregular bodies in Sydney calling 
themselves masonic lodges. 

He well says that the figures which he has given proves that his Grand 
Lodge and the craft generally are in a sound, healthy cocdition. .We hope 
that giving such information as is contained in this address, will be con
tinued in the future. 

The New Grand Master (JOSEPH PAL~IER AnnoTT) in . his inaugural ad
dress, said: 

" He found that the United Grand Lodge of New South Wales was formed 
in June, 1888, by the union of the Grand Lodge of New South Wales and 
the District Grand Lodges of England and Scotland. The United Grand 
Lodge thus formed had 185 lodges on its roll, but as many of the country 
districts had lodges working under two or three of the former Constitutions, 



260 Correspondence-New South Wales. 

the union gave an opportunity for the amalgamation of lodges which was 
largely taken advantage of, and although this actual1y increased the strength 
of the lodges it reduced the number of lodges considerably. Since then 
there had been opened 42 new lodges, and the total number of lodges now 
on the 1'011 of this" Grand Lodge was 197. The bencvolent fund has been 
increased s ince the first audit of accounts in 1889 from .£2,535 to £6, 16i, 
and the income of Gi;and Lodge has increased from £1,200 to .£1,800 a year. 
The Freemason's Benevolent Institute, for old and infirm brethren, their 
wives or widows, has been re-organized since the uuion, and is doing a great 
work, which l~ only in its infancy, and deserves the support of the brethren 
- ,here is £3,000 to the credit of this fund. There is a masonic scholarship 
in connection with the f::;ydney University, which entitles the holder to £50 
a year for three years. The Australian FreemltSOIlS' Orphan Society, which 
was formed by the lodges under the District Grand Lodge of England, and 
which had £ 15,000 to its credit at the formation of this Grand Lodge, has 
continued its onward and upward course, and has IlOW upwards of £20,000 
to the credit of its funds, and supports 18 orphans who receive £26 a year 

. each. The number of members on the 1'011 of lodgeR in New South Wales 
is over 8,000." 

From the recapitulation of the returns we find that the total membership 

was 7,698, a falling off of 414; the" Initiated," 603; "Joined," 465; 
"Called off," 1,150; Died, 95; and" Struck off," 237. 

The Report on Correspondence (64 pp.) is signed by the whole committee: 

a general report of two pages was also made. It is largely an abstract of 

important matters, bnt with occasional comments. 

Of jnrisdiction over candidates the committee say: 

" 'We regret to say that there is nothing in our Constitution that requires 
a petitioner to have resided in the Colony for any specified period before 
petitioning a lodge for initiation. much less do our Constitutions require 
that a petitioner must have resided for any definite time within the juris
diction of any subordinate lodge before petitioning for initiation. All that 
our Constitutions provide is that, except in cases of emergency, no person 
shall be made a mason without having been proposed and secouded at one 
regular monthly meeting, and balloted for at the next regular monthly meet
ing, which ballot shall not take place unless his mune, age, profession or oc
cupation, and place of abode, with the names of his proposer and seconder, 
have been sent in the summons to all the members of the lodge; and that a 
lodge shall not bal10t for or initiate into Freemasonry any person who is not 
a r esident in the neighborhood of the lodge into which he seeks to be ad
mitted until dne enquiry shall have been made of such lodge or lodges as 
may exist in the neighborhood of his residence respecting the character of 
the applicant for admission, and a satisfactory reply shall have been re
ceived and read in open lodge. But where a candidate resides within an 
area comprised within a radins of ten miles from the ~Iasonic Hall, Sydney, 
no such enquiry is required. 

" Under our Constitutions, therefore, so long as a candidate has a perma
nent place of abode, it is immaterial how short his term of residence may 
have been within the Colony before he applies to be admitted to initiation; 
and provided due enquiries are made of the lodge or lodges in the neighbonr
hood of his then reSidence, he may be balloted for and initiated by a lodge 
five hundred miles away from his permanent place of abode. This is a 
matter which is worthy of consideration by our Grand Lodge, and we hope 
that at some futnre though not distant time our Grand Lodge may think tit 
to amend its Constitutions by providing that a candidate, other than a sea-
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faring man, before applying to any lodge for initiation, must have 7'esided at 
least six months in the Colony of New South Wales. Any shorter term of 
residence would not suffice for the brethren of the lodge applied to, or for 
the brethren of the lodge in the neighbourhood of his residence, to satisfy 
themselves from personal observations as to his moral qnalifications." 

We understand from this that the doctrine of territorial jurisdiction pre
vails to this extent that a candidate must have a permanent residence in the 

Colony. 

The committee dissent from the" physical perfection" idea, saying: 

" We prefer the ruling of our own Grand Lodge-' That so long as a ca,n
didate's deformity is such as not to prevent him from giving all the masonic 
steps and signs, he is qualified to be made a mason "-as we believe that it 
is the internal and not the external qualifications of a man which fit him to 
become a mason." 

Of methods of Grand Lodge administration, they say: 

"For Brother Conover's information, we may mention that this Board of 
General Purposes not only has charge of all funds and other property of 
Grand Lodge, but, subject to an appeal to Grand Lodge, it decides all dif
ferences and complaints between lodges and members that cannot be ac
commodated pnvately or in a regular lodge, and all appeal~ against the de
cisions of any masonic authority other than the Board of Benevolence or of 
any other Board or Committee of Grand Lodge. All petitions for new 
lodges, and all business for Grand Lodge must be submitted to and approved 
of by it. The Board has likewise the care and regulation of all the con
cerns of Grand Lodge, and conducts the correspondence between the Grand 
Lodge and Sister Gl'and Lodges, and all other correspondence necessary for 
the good government of the craft; it also performs other duties too numer
ous to mention. 

"Whether the English system, or the American system, is the best 
adapted for the conditions at present existing in New South Wales, is well 
open to discussi~n; possibly it may be found that a judicious blending 0f 
the English and American systems will, in the end, be best for our Colony." 

We believe that the craft ir, New South Wales will pronounce the experi

ment of having a Report on Correspondence, a decided succeRS, a conclu

sion in which the craft elsewhere will heartily join. 
Included in this pamphlet is another, which gives the fourth annual re

port of the" Freemasons' Benevolent Institntion," with the proceedings of 

the annnal meeting. It pays annuities to " aged, distressed 01' infirm Free
masons and their wives or widows." In smaller jurisdictiol1s, this plan is 

vastly wiser than the" Home" plan now so popular. The Insfitntion now 

has twelve annuitants of ages varying from sixty to eighty-five, to whom is 

paid a total of $1,Oi5. We commend this plan to the" attention of the craft. 

NEW ZEALAND. 

This Grand Lodge meets semi-annually in October and April, instead of 

quarterly as heretofore, and we have the official Proceedings for October, 
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1895, and official circulars concerning the meeting in April, of this year
the annual communication, and also an abstract of its proceedings. 

The Grand Lodge is evidently gaining in strength and prosperity: one old 
lodge bad given in its adhesion, one new one had been chartered and meas
ures had been taken,l.ooking to the organization of others. 

It seems that the Mother Grand Lo(\ges hold that the charters of the 

lodges, which organized the Grand Lodge of New Zealand, should he returned. 
This is contrary to the early precedents. Not one oj the lodges, chartered by 

the British Grand Lodges, which participated in organizing Grand Lodges in 
the' United States, ever returned its charter, and some oj them. ARE WORKING 

TO-DAY {;NDER THOSE' VERY CHARTERS. However, the Board of General Pur

poses report: 
" Actuated by an earnest desire to, if possible, bring about a restoration 

of complete fraternal amity between the different constitutions working in 
thiR colony, the Board has heartily concurred in the proposal made by the 
M. W. Grand Master that he should be authorized to remove the last sem
blance of excuse for grievance on the part of the Mother Constitutions against 
Grand Lodge, by returning the original charters unconditionally. The 
Board feels that in making this concession in regard to what is considered 
are its legal and masonic rights, no loss of dignity is involved, and no dan
ger incurred. Gran(l Lodge is now sufficiently strong to be under no appre
hension of its interests or those of any of its lodges suffering by the return 
of the charters, even if any attempt should be made to nse any of them in 
an injurions manner. The Board hopes, however, that no such attempt will 
be made, but that the return of the charters will be accepted by the Mother 
Grand Lodges and their officers in the same spirit as it is made. In each 
case a request has been preferred that the original charter may, after can
cellation, he returned to the lodge as a memento of the source from which 
it sprung. As Reveral lodges have retained their own charters in preference 
to leaving them in the custody of Grand Lodge, the Board would earnestly 
request each such lodge to now return its original charter to the Grand Lodge 
which issued it, either directly to the representative of such Grand Lodge 
or through the M. W. the Grand Master." . 

The most of the local Deputy Grand Officers representing the Mother 
Grand Lodges received this concession in the same spirit in which it was 
made, as is shown by the following extract from one letter of acknowledg

ment: 
" I only express the sentiments of Bro. Louisson, myself, and the breth

ren hailing under our constitution, when I say I trust the day is not far dis
tant when we shall all be able to meet again in the fraternal spirit of true 
Masonry, and can assure you nothing will be wanting on our part to bring 
about that most desirable rpsult." 

We regret to notice two exceptions: in one case a Provo Grand Secretary 
undertook to criticise the request for a return of the charter, when his whoJ'e 
power and duty lay in the transmission of the charter awl request to the 
Grand Lodge of Scotland. 

In another case, the letter of acknowledgment shows that in other juris
dictions, as well as in ours, men unfit to be made masons succeed in gain
ing admission. 
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We regret also to find that the Grand Lodge of England has chartered 
another lodge in that jurisdiction: this led to the adoption of the following 
resolution: 

"That, to avoid any future misapprehension, this Grand Lodge asserts its 
sovereign rights as the Supreme Masonic Governing Body in and for the 
Colony of New Zealand, and protests against any attempt to invade the 
Territory of New Zealand as being contrary to well established masonic 
law." 

The recognition by our Grand Lodge and the exchange of Represent
atives-Bro. HERBERT HARRIS and Bro. JOHN JOYCE-is noted. 

The following amendment to the Constitution was adopted: 

"That any conviction in the Law Courts of tlle Colony be considered as 
prima facie evidence, and shall remove the necessity for summoning the 
accused person to appear. " 

The first clause is in accordance, but the last is not, and we deem it 
erroneous. We hold that the Brother should be summoned and heard to 

rebut, if he can, the prima facie case against him. In fact the last clause 
contradicts the first, in that it makes the conviction conclusive evidence, 
instead of merely prima facie as stated in the first clause. Note the follow
ing: 

"The Grand Secretary, on behalf of Wor. Bro. John E. Provis, Grand 
Representative of the Grand Lodge of Kansas, moved - ' That this Grand 
Lodge desires to acknowledge the warm and fraternal character of the Re
view of this Grand Lodge in so many of the Proceedings of Sister Grand 
Lodges in the American Continent, and would especially acknowledge the 
able and effective criticism by the Grand Lodge of Kansas, as printed in 
the Proceedings of that Grand Lodge, 1895. The best thanks of this Grand 
Lodge are hereby tendered to such Grand Lodges as have thus shown so 
great an interest in their youngest sister.' This was seconded by Rt. Wor. 
Bro. G. H. Powley, and carried unanimously with acclamatioll. It was 
also ordered that a copy of this resolution be sent to all Grand Lodges." 

Among the Proceedings acknowledged, a re three copies of those of our 
Grand Lo~ge. 

The Grand Secretary has forwarded copies of papers to be submitted to 
the Grand Lodge. The first is a statement of the business to come before 
the Grand Lodge: then the Annual Balance Sheet: the nominations: the 
Reports of the Boards of Benevolence and of General Purposes; both in 
one sheet: he also sends a list of the Grand Officers elected. Busiliess, not 
noted in the" Agenda Paper" as it is called, cannot be presented. This 
method certainly conduces to the intelligent transaction ot the business. 

The Fund of Benevolence had steadily increased "and nad been admin
istered irrespective of Constitution or Nationality, and with the universal 
beneficence which should at all times characterize Freemasonry." 

Two new masonic halls had been dedicated and two new lodges had been 
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chartered; other Grand Lodges had recognized the Grand Lodge, and Rep
resentatives been exchanged. 

The death of Past GI'and Master E. T. GILLO~ was announced, and as a 
token of appreciation of his services the Grand Lodge appropriated $200 for 
a head stone and raiting to his grave. It was stated as a singula~ coinci
dence that Past Grand Master GILLON was initiated into Masonry by M. W. 
Bro. 'VIL1.JAM BARRON, Grand Master elect. 

The installation of the Grand Officers was unusually impressive and mag
nificent. A full account of it is given in the" Abstract of Proceedings." 
An exam illation of it leads us to inquire why it may not as well have been 
witnessed by profanes as to have been published in such manner as to be 
read by them. 

This Grand Lodge is moving forward prosperously, and doing a graud 
work for Masollry and humanity. Its greatest impediment is the mainte
nance aud chartering of lodges in its jurisdiction, by other masonic powers 
without right, and in violation of masonic law. The Grand lodge of Maine 
did not acknowledge it, until satisfied beyond reasonable doubt that a 
majority of th e old lodges in the colony had given in their adhesion to it, so 
that it was the rightful supreme masonic power in that jurisdiction. This 
recognition (and we presume that of other Grand Lodges) meant all that it 
implies, and was made with a full understanding of the possible conse
quences. It is scarcely necessary to add, therefore, that our Grand Lodge 
will support the far-away Grand Lodge of New Zealand in its measures to 

protect its jurisdiction from unlawful invasion as earnestly and heartily as 
it would its next neighbors, the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire, or the 
Grand Lodge of New Brunswick. 

SCOTLAND. 

We have the Proceedings of the Quarterly Communications in May and 
August, 1895, with the accompanying minutes of the General Committee and 
other documents. 

Circulars have been sent out to ascertain what lodges have "their funds 
mixed with those of friendly societies," or as also termed" benefit societies." 
Returns not having been received from all the lodges, the Grand Secretary 
was directed to send out additional circulars. 

The following communication from a lodge in Natal was read: 
" 'The Lodge St. Andrew. No. 701, begs respectfully to call the attention 

of Grand Lodge to the fact of the number of young masons who come out 
to the Colonies with little or no knowledge of Masonry, and more than one 
brother has utterly failed to pass a simple examination, even though hold
ing a diploma from the Grand Lodge of Scotland. The fault seems to rest 
with a great number of the lodges in Scotland allowing candidates to take 
the three degrees in one evening. This is a great illjustice to Masonry, ann 
it is felt nowhere so much as in the Colonies. We trust the Grand Lodge 
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will see its way to inquire into the matter, for if the present state of affairs 
is allowed to continue, the honour and credit of Masonry will be greatly im
perilled." 

And thereupon: 

"It was resolved to refer the letter from Natal to the Comm ittee on the 
Revision of the COllstitution, with the recommendation to consider the pro
priety of baving an alteration made on the rule giving permission to confer 
more than one degree in one night. Further-Grand Secretary to endeavour 
to discover the particular lodges to which the Natal communication refers, 
and to correspond with them on the subject of complaint." 

The West l'erthshire Provo Grand Mastel' made a report covering twelve 
lodges with an average membership of fifty-one; s ix of Lhe twelve work the 
Mark degree. 

The question of honorary membership was before the Grand Lodge, but 

no conclusion had been reached:- A distinction was made between hono
rary membership and honorary affil'iat'ion: t he latter is similar to the hono
rary membership conferred in this country upon an actual member of the 
lodge. The committee reported that honorary affiliation is not recognized 
by the Grand Lodge. We shall look with much interest for the final de
cision. 

A brief but very interesting account is given of the celebration by St. 
John's Lodge, at Dunblane of its bi-centenary. It was stated by the Master 
when he handed the gavel to the Gmnd Master, that the lodge had complete 
records for two hundred years. We extract the following: 

"Mr. Mnrray Stewart read a short hitsory of the lodge, which it had 
been arranged to put in a jar and place in a cavity in the lodge-room floor 
along with the list. of the masters of the lodge since 1695, Provincial Grand 
Officers, By-Laws of Provincial Grand Lodge and of Lodge Dunblane, and 
copies of the Dundee Advertiser and order of service that day. The Grand 
Master placed the jar in the cavity, the brethren meanwhile singing' Oh, 
God, our help in ages past.' Mr. Murray Stewart, on behalf of the office
bearers and members of the lodge, presented Sir Charles Dalrymple with 
the~silver trowel with which he had performed the ceremony, and thanked 
him and the members of Grand Lodge for their presence and assistance at 
the celebration of their 200th birthday. He trusted that it would be a 
memorial to him of the service that day, and a token to future generations 
of the interest which Sir Charles took in Masonry. 'rhe trowel bore the 
following inscription :-' Presented to the Most Worshipful the Grand Master 
Mason of Scotland, Brother Sir Charles Dalrymple, Bart.,~. P., of New 
Hailes, by the Right Worshipful Master, Office-Bearers, and members of 
lodge No.9, Dl,lnblane, on the occasion of the bi-centenary celebmtion of 
the written records of their lodge,-6th June, 1895.'" 

The following resolution was adopted: : 
"That the lodges in.the South African Republic be erected into a District 

Grand Lodge, under the title of the District Grand Lodge of the Transvaal, 
and that Bro. F. Douglas M'MiIlan be appointed District Grand Master." 

We are sorry to find that the Grand Lodge still maintains a District Grand 
Lodge in New Zealand. 
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There had been a controversy about" The Burns Picture": the nature 

of it does not appear: there was a voluminous report about it: and there
upon: 

"After consideration of the report, which had been printed and circu
lated among the m-embers of Grand Committee, the following resolution, 
moved by Bro. JameS" Drummond and seconded by Bro. James Caldwell, 
was unanimously adopted: ' Grand Committee having considered the report 
of the sub-committee I'e the Picture in the Board Room of Grand Lodge, 
inscribed "The Inauguration of Robert Burns as Poet Laureate of the 
Lodge Canongate Kilwinning, Edinburgh, 1st March, 1787, presented by 
Ja.mes Burns, K. H., F. R. S., etc., to the Grand Lodge of Scotland, 1862," 
and" Facts" brought before them anent the same, refuse to recommend 
any alteration on said inscription.' " 

It seems that the report was inserted ill the minutes of the committee, 

but when they came up for confirmation the report was" deleted." 

The following resolution was adopted by'he committee : 

" That Grand S()cretary be instructed to call upon daughter lodges for a 
return showing the names of those of their members who have been ad
mitted to the degree of Installed Master, with the dates and places at which 
they were so admitted. " 

Our brethren who are making so much fuss about the Past Master's 

degree will please note. 

In :-scotland , the Grand Master is styled "the M. W. Grand Master 

Mason. " 
The committee prepared a Revision of the Constitution and Laws of the 

Granel Lodge. 
The financial transactions oCthe Grand Lodge in its various departments, 

are published in detail. The" Heritable" property of tlle Grand Lodge is 

valued at $115,000, and its "movable" property at $9,000 . . In this con

nection we note a statement in an address, that the amount of masonic 
charity granted in Great Britain amounts to from $300,000 to $400,000 a 

year. 
We regret that we have not received the Proceedings of t.he two other 

Quarterly Communications. 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

We have the Proceedings for the year ending April 17, 1895 - four 
quarterlies and one special comm unication. 

During the year 1894, thp,re was a slight falling off in the membership. 

The thirty-nine lodges return 2,351 members as against 2,385 in the thirty

eight lodges the year before: there were 135 initiations, 77 affiliations, anel 

24 re-instatements, but these were more than offset by 156 resignations, 46 

suspensions, 50 erasures and 18 deaths. The regular sessions of the Grand 

Lodge were brief, as the business is acted upon in the first instance by the 
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Board of General Purposes, and generally its report is adopted without much 
discussion. 

A newspaper, "Masonry," having charged the Board wiLh extravagance 
in expenditures, it publishes a long statement completely refuting the 
allegations. 

The special communication was held to present a Farewell Address to 
the Grand Master, the EARL OF KIN'fORE upon his leaving the Colony. He 
had been Grand Master since 1889, and it was very largely due to him that 
the recognition of Australian Grand Lodges by the Mother Grand Lodges 
was secured. In the addresses at tJlis meeting many pleasant things were 
said of him, not as a matter of formality, but in genuine earnestness, and 
deservedly. 

In his reply, among other things, the Gr'1nd :YIaster said: 
" It will also he in your recollection that at the most splendid public 

masonic ceremonial we have had in South Australia - I meau the occasion 
when I laid the foundation-stone of the nave of St. Peter's Cathedral - I 
was supponed not only by the members of this Grand Lodge, but also by 
the representatives of the Grand Lodges of New South Wales and VictorIa, 
and that we were also honoured by the presence of the Grand Master of 
Victoria, Sir William Clarke. These great ceremonials were but the exter
nal signs of the Brotherhood which unites the members of the craft all over 
Australia with one another, and with their brethren throughout the world. 
And in this connection I may mention, from my own personal observation, 
that the accomplishment of masonic independence has in uo way lessened 
the affection of the Blue Lodges of thl:' colony for the Grand Lodges from 
which their warrants originally issued." 

• * * * * * * * * 
"I shall not detain you to· night with any lengthened review of my Grand 

Mastership. There are, however, one or two circumstances which cannot 
be passed by without mention. My Grand Mastership has been marked 
by a conservative and statesmanlike amendment and consolidation of the 
Constitutions, and by a careful, a reverent, and a scholarly revision of the 
ritual. Without introducing innovations into Masonry, the revised ritual, 
based chiefly upon the English ritual, incorporates some of the more 
valuable and impressive features of the rituals of Scotland and of Ireland. 
I feel that we are under substantial obligation to those brethren who were 
primarily charged with this revision, and I am glad to pay my tribute to 
their fraternal zeal. Another most satisfactory feature of my tenure of 
office has been the complete freeing from nebt of the' handsome and com
modious premises of which this hall forms part." 

The Pro. Grand Master, SAMUEL J. WAY, Lt. Governor of .the Colony, 
was unanimously elected as his successor, just eleven years after he had 
been installed as the first Grand Master. He served several years, and 
really has been the" pillar of strength" of the Grand Lodge ever since its 
organization. 

SWEDEN. 

In April, the Grand Secretary and the Chairman of this Committee re
ceived letters from J. WILLIU[ WENNIlRBERG, of Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
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stating that while he is now a Michigan mason, he had previously been for 
twenty·five years a member of the obedience of the Grand Lodge of Sweden, 
and suggesting the taking of the necessary measures to secure masonic cor
respondence with that Graud Lodge. 

In accordance wi~h this suggestion, a copy of the Proceedings of Ollr GraHd 
Lodge was sent to ttie address of the Grand Secretary. 

There is no doubt of the regularity of this Grand Lodge, as it has already 
established masonic correspondence with the Graud Lc.dge of New York 
and others of the United States Grand Lodges. Bro. WENSERBERO says 
that Swedish masons have been refused admission as visitors in this country, 
but we do not think. that that has happened in Maine. We have here quite 
a number of Swedes, but we have never heard that any of them have claimed 
to be masons. 

However, we must await the result of sending our ProceeJings to the 
Grand Secretary, and if there is a desire for masonic correspondence in spite 
of the difficulties growing out of the difference in the languages, we know 
that Ollr Grand Lodge will most cordially accede to it. 

VICTORIA. 

This Grand Lodge holds a "Grand Anniversary Festival Meeting," and 
four Quarterly Communications. The first held this year, on the sixth of 
May, is for the installation of the Grand Officers. 

It was decided that when a lodge has not paid its fees to the Grand 
Lodge, its Past Masters cannot be admitted to the Grand Lodge, and the 
fact, that they have paid their own dues to the lodge, makes no difference. 

Lord BRASSEY having been appointed Governor of the Colony, the Grand 
Secretary was directed to inquire of the Gr:tnd Secretary of England in re
lation to his masonic status; the reply was evidently satisfactory, for at the 
next election he was unanimously elected Grand Master. 

The position of representative of our Grand Lodge having become vacant, 
Bro. B. D. SMITH, President of the Board of General Purposes, was nom
inated: and afterwards the receipt of his patent was acknowledged. 

The Board issued the following notice: 
"WOHSHIPFUL SIR AND BROTHER: 

" It hav ing been brought under the notice of the Board of General Pnr
poses that some few lodges have introduced innovations in the ceremony of 
opening and closing the Board of Installed Masters, the Board desires to 
draw the special attention of Worshipful Masters of lodges to the fact that 
such practice is opposed to the ancient usage and established custom of 
Freemasonry, and was ruled to be irr,egular by the Grand Lodge of Eng
land some years ago. The Board therefore strongly deprecates such prac
tice by allY lodges in its jurisdiction. 

"The same remarks apply to the wearing of unauthorized jewels in 



Correspondence- Victoria. 

lodges; and the Board would point out that no decorations other than those 
allowed by Rule 251 are permissible." 

The consolidation or amalgamation of two Jodges was reported <.nd ap

proved. 
We find the following item in the report of the Board, which was ap

proved by the Grand Lodge: 
"A Jetter was received from the W. M. of a conntry lodge, enquiring 

whether a person with an artificial foot could be received into the Order, to 
which the Board replied in the affirmative. " 

Quite an anim:1ted discussion arose in relation to an amendm:1nt propos
ing to increase the number of the members of the Board of General Pur
poses, giving fifteen to the Metropolitan lodges, and nine to the country 
lodges, and it seems to have been a question between the former and the 

latter; the matter was referred to the lodges, and subsequently reports from 
them were made, showing a decisive majority against the amendment: the 
Grand Master ruled that the decision of the lodges was not binding on the 
Grand Lodge, but the proposer asked leave to withdraw the pl'Oposition, and 
leave was granted. Another amendment was submitted to the lodges at 
the same time, and a majority voted in favor of it; but" after a long and 
very interesting discussion," the motion was put and declared lost. 

The Grand Registrar (who is the Law Officer of the Graud Lodge) moved 
that a vote at a previous session expelling a brother be rescinded, on the 
ground that legal notice had not been given to the accused, because when 
the notice was given, he was in jail and could not appear to answer: but the 
Grand Lodge, and as we think correctly, negatived motion. If the accused 
had applied for a postponement, because he could not be present, it might 
have been the duty of the Grand Lodge to grant the application: but it can
not be properly s:1id that the proceedings would have been illegal, if it de
clined to do so: still less properly can that be said when there was no such 
application, and the Grand Lodge proceeded with the business. 

The following was adopted as the method of proceeding in relation to ob

jection after ballot: 

" A country lodge wrote, stating that a candidate had been balloted for 
and elected for ilJitiation, but circumstances had since arisen which the 
W. M. considered would justify him in refusing to proceed further in the mat
tcr, and enquiring whether the person in question could make 'a claim to be 
initiated; to which the Board replied, ' Applicant has no claim.' Further, 
whether the lodge shonld return his deposit forthwith , or after the next 
meeting. Reply:' After next meeting.' Also,' Could the lodge rescind 
the decision arrived at by ballot, before the confirmation of the minutes, or 
subsequently by special Illotion.' The Board replied," That the decision 
:11'l'ived at !IIust be rescinded by notice of motion, stating'"'the reason.' 

In this Grand Lodge, a practice prevails of closing the discussion upon 
a matter pending', and defeating by a motion to " proceed to the next busi
ness." We regret that the statistics of this Grand I,odge are not given. 
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We believe it is the largest of the Australian Grand Lodges: at one session 
seventy-five lodges were represented, and on the constitutional amendments 
one hundred and eleven lodges: the tot~l membership must be from 10,000 
to 15,000. 

We have also re~eived a spf'cial edition of the "Australian Keystone 
(published by authority"), containing an account of the installation of 
Grand Master BRASSEY on the fourth of May: with it is a portrait of the 
Grand Master in full official clothing. 

The cerenJOnies took place in the Town Hall of Melbourne, transformed 
for the time" into a vast Grand Lodge Room." The brilliancy and splendor 
of the ceremonial were something never known in the United States, if 

indeed in America. The account of it in this paper takes np e.leven folio 
double column pages in small type. The following is a sample item: 

" Prayer having been offerell by the Grftnd Chaplain (Bro. Rev. E. 
Toomath), Bro. Lord Brassey took the obligacion. As the words of the 
solemn pledge floated llpon the stillness of the hushed assemblage and the 
low and impressive chanting by the choir of the words, 'Holy, Holy Lord 
God of Hosts,' accompanied it, so profoundly still were the vast concourse 
of brethren that one could verily and of a truth believe that the Most High 
God was in the midst and that His Supreme presence at that moment 
overshadowed the altar. The Obligation ended the choir sang the chant, 
, Help Thy servant, 0 Lord, to perform these solemn covenants.' " 

Chief Justice WAY, Grand Master of South A Llstralia, was the installing 

officer: he was accompanied and assisted by many of his own Grand 
Officers, the Grand Secretary and other members of the Grand Lodge of 
New South Wales, the Grand Master of Tasmania and many of his Grand 
Officers, and the English District Grand Master of Qneensland. The clos
ing sentence in the acconnt given in this official paper is as follows: 

"Cheers were given for Her Majesty the Queen and the M. W. G. M. 
The proceedings ended and the vast assemblage dispersed, there remained 
in the minds of all who had witnessed the splendid ceremon ial and partic
ipated in the brilliant pageant now melted and dissolved like Prospera's air
built towers and battlements, but one thought, viz., that Freemasonry in 
Victoria had been raised upon a sure foundation- a superstructure whose 
magnificent proportions shall endure ami shine resplendent with the light 
of Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty until Time shall be no more. 

Our modest public installations in this country have been objected to on 
the ground that the only result of them is to advertise Masonry. We think 

we have seen this objection made by our Australian Brethren, but we 
don't believe that they, considering their practice of installing their Grand 
Officers with so much pomp and splendor, and publishing full accounts of 
the Ceremonies, will be likely to insist upon the objection. We note too 
that, save the opening of the Grand Lodge (which is done here in another 
hall as when it is opened to lay a corner stone) all the ceremonies are in 
print, and so far as secrecy is concerned, may as well be seen as read so 
these installations are practically public. 
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STA TISTICS. 

We append our usual Table. 

GRAr-:n 
LOlJGES. 

Alahama, ....... . .. . . ... 
Arizona, . .. .. ... . . .. ... 
Arkansas .. ..... 
British Columbia, ....... . 
California, ... . . .... . ..... , 
Cana!la, ... ....... .. .. ... . 
Colorado, ........ . . . ... . . 
Connecticut, ........ . .... 
Deluware .... ... . ....... . 
Dist. of Columbia,. ' " ... 
Flori(la, . ..... ...... 
Georgia, ..... . ... .. ...... 
Idah o, . ... . . .... ... .. .. . 
Ill inois, . ........ ..... ....... 
Indiana, ......... . ....... 
Indian T erri tory, ... . .... 
Iowa, ..................... 
Kansas, ...... .. . .. . " 
Kentucky, ........ .. ....... 
Louisiana, ...... ... . ' " ... 
Maine, ..... o ••••••• :. , • • 

Manitoba, . . ... .. ...... ,. 
Maryland, ... ... . .. .. .... ,. 
Massachusetts, ........... . 
Michigan, .... . .... ... .. 
Minnesota, ... , 
Mississippi, . . ....... . . . . . 
Missouri, ... .. . .... ...... 
Montana, . .... ....... .. .. 
Nebraska, . ... .... . . ... . . 
Nevada, ......... . .. ...... 
New Brunswick, ......... 
New Hampshire, . . .... ... 
New J ersey, . .. ... ..... .. 
New Mexico, . . . .... ... .. 
New York, .. .. ....... . ... 
North Carolina, .. ... . .... 
N orth Dakota, ... . , . ..... 
Nova Scotia, .... . . • .. .... 
Ohio, ..... .............. 
o 
p 
p 

klalJoma, ..... 
Oregon, ........... 

ennsy lvania, . ... ..... ... 
.E. Island, .. ... .... ... . 

Quebec, .. ..... •......... 
Rhode Island, .. ......... . 
South Carolina, ......... . 
South Dakota, . .. ... .. . 
T ennessee, .... ..... ... .. 

~ 
" .=> 
S 
" :E 

10.225 
. 503 

13.421 
1,<l69 

17,431 
22,805 
7,02:~ 

16,6:{2 
2,O31l 
4.948 
4,349 

16.838 
1,084 

50,727 
27,507 
2,568 

26,103 
18,916 
17,399 
5,346 

21,95:3 
2,334 
6,657 

35,913 
37,706 
15,065 
8,891 

30,728 
2,49 1 

11,1-70 
847 

1,764 
8,838 

15,686 
883 

88,573 
10,958 
2.312 

. 3,267 
39,906 

923 
4,803 

48,4n 
509 

3,530 
4,t!6 1 
5,902 
4,254 

17,766 

Q; .c 
.,,; ~ " 

~~ ~ :ll 
'« _ ce oo 

"C " ~ « ~ 

445 7an 
!ill 22 

48J 503 
135 84 
795 672 

1.2114 510 
378 260 
(;64 152 
84 13 

25;3 125 
265 200 
820 .,. ' .. 

61l 39 
2,970 1,3:30 
1,423 920 

326 212 
1,606 1,067 
1,090 663 
J,231 786 

317 161 
837 187 
166 125 
227 49 

1,948 438 
1,997 754 

867 37tl 
402 463 

1,286 1,132 
156 97 
593 471 
23 30 
82 35 

...... 372 
844 250 
63 33 

5,552 2,150 
47 1 268 
229 68 
202 79 

2,373 1,555 
97 105 

224 159 
2,4::13 469 

30 3 
216 58 
213 249 
255 ..... . 
26:l 102 
732 514 

~ 
~ ~ .§ 

~ ~ 0; 

'" ~ >< " ::.l rn 

470 1<l 2~ 
9 1 1 

41l; 21 23 
60 4 ..... 

369 3 . .. . 
630 1 6 
168 3 .... 
76 1 0 
17 1 .. .. . 
86 0 0 

240 7 . .. .. 
.. . ... . .. .. .. ... 

25 5 .. ... 
1,148 17 .... . 

645 30 15 
216 4 5 
760 24 J2 
855 10 . . .. . 
604 25 ..... 
139 4 .. .. . 
209 ::\ 0 
143 0 2 

e) l 2 0 
462 5 0 
795 l4 ..... 
398 tl6 
314 8 7 
871 53 30 

72 1 3 
378 10 ... .. 

3ti 0 ..... 
55 0 ..... 
80 0 2 

185 2 0 
28 0 .. . .. 

1,098 19 0 
281 16 62 
108 1 0 
80 0 0 

74<l 17 15 
34 0 ..... 

1 2~ 2 5 
;H I 

13 0 " 0 
99 0 3 
17 2 1 

169 .... . 
183 1 3 
603 22 31 

271 

~ -
~ " £'=:-.i. 

~~~ 
~ ~gC 

600 197 
39 If) 

53!) 226 
*:30 19 
391 292 
654 248 

*180 81 
158 178 
*4 36 
01 65 

259 93 
... ... .... . 

48* 14 
*9il8 706 
492 435 

45 36 
56<l 264 
430 259 

*1,104 299 
*134 130 
305 366 
66 13 
45 53 

330 481 
538 494 
178 161l 
289 1\!:{ 
823 413 

62 27 
*275 117 
*51 22 
*49 36 

22 174 
216 250 
'"14 20 

2,844 1,382 
272 171 

36 13 
71 80 

1,538 569 
'"20 9 
100 73 

*706 748 
10 7 
72 42 
40 85 

352 90 
70 41 

3(;4 391 
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GRAND LODGES. 

'["exas, . ... .. . ...... . 26,841 1,341 \ 1,772 J,2051 4tl l a9 52:31 408 
Vtah,... . . . . . .. 738 52 55 21 7 ~ 16 10 
Vermont, ... ........ . 9521 322 H;3 130 21... . *60 13:3 
Virginia, . ... . .. .. .. . 12,572 ..... 91 47:3 10 14 307 208 
W"shington , .... -: .. .. 4,959 269 242 1111 11 4 155 62 
West Virginia, ... '.<. 

16,001 876 404 349 4 14 244 173 
5,567 454 152 138 8 I'll 115 70 

Wisconsin ...... . .. ... . 

1781,::: 140,7~121,8~~ I 17,n~ ·~: 130~118,~:~ Ii 18: 

Wyoming, .......... . 

Total ......... .. . 

'*' [neluding suspensions for unmasonic conduct. 

t In cluding expulsions. 

COMPAR.ISON OF STATISTICS. 

G. Lodges. Totals. G. Lodges. Totals. G. Lodges. Totals. 

Members, 

Raised, 

Admissions, &c., 
Dimissions, 

Expulsions, 

Suspensions, 

" npt. dues, 
Deaths, 

,8<)6. , 8<)6. , 895, ' 895· ,894. ' 894. 

57 . .. . 781,670 . ..... 57 .... 765,293 ...... 57 .... 746,292 

55 .... .40,755 . . .... 54 ..... 39,537 ...... 56 .... .44,144 
55 ... .. 21,881 ...... 54 ..... 21,029 .. .. . :55 ..... 22,886 

56 ..... 17,544 ...... 56 ..... 17,346 ...... 56 ..... 18,422 

53 ... ..... 431 . .. ... 54 ........ 476 ...... 53 ....... .449 

37 .. ...... 364 . ..... 34 ..... . .. 335 .. .... 35 . ....... 360 
56 ..... 18,381 ...... 56 . . ... ] 5,905 ... ... 56 . . ... 14,84R 

56 .... . 11,185 ...... 56 . .... 11 ,077 ... ... 56 ..... 10,621 

· l'lWCEEDINGS REVIEWED. 

The following Table gives the Proceedings reviewed, the date ann length 
of the annual communication, and the page of these Proceedings upon which 

the review of each commences. 

Grand Lodge. 

Alabama, 

Arizona, 

Arkansas, 
British Columbia, 
California, 

Canada, 
Colorado, 

Connecticut, 

Delaware, 

Dist. of Columbia, 

Florida, 

Date and Length of Annual Communication . 

December 3 and 4, ]895. 

November 12 to 14, 1895. 

November 19 and 20, 1895. 

June 20 to 22, 1895. 

October 8 to 12, 1895. 
July 17 and 18, 1895. 

September 17 and 18, 1895. 

January 15 and 16, 1896. 

October 2 and 3, 1895. 

~ovember 13, 1895. 

January 21 to 23, 1896. 

Page. 

1 
230 

6 
11 
12 

20 

24 

27 
32 

34 

40 
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Georgia, 

Idaho, 

Illinois, 
Indiana, 

fltdi:tn Territory, 

Iowa, 

Kansas, 

KenLuc ky, 

Lou isiana, 
Manitoba, 

Maryland , 

Massachuset,tR, 

Michigan, 

Ylin nesota, 

Mississippi , 

Missouri , 

Montana, 

Nebraska, 

Nevada, 

New Brunswick, 

New Hampshire, 

~ew .Jersey, 

New Mexico, 

New York, 

North Carolina, 

North Dakota, 

Nova Scotia, 

Ohio, 

()klahomo, 

Oregon, 

Pennsy lvania, 

Prince Edward [sla ll c\, 

Quebec, 

l-thode Island, 

South Carolina, 

South Dakota, 

Tennessee, 

Texas, 

Utah, 

Vermont, 

Virgillia, 

\Vashington , 

ApI'. lH ': . r .. 

October 29 to 31, 1895. 43 

September 10 to 12, 1895. 49 

October 1 to 3, 1895. 53 

May 28 and 29, 1895. 62 

A Ilgllst 13 and 14, Ul9ii. 119 

.J une 4 to 0, 1 S95. 7~ 

FelJruary 10 a nd :W, I S!lti... 7H 

October 15 to 17, 18H5. 8U 

February 10 to 12, 189f1. :lin 

.June 12 and 13, 1895. !:Ill 
November 19 ana 20, l!Hl5. 93 
Decem bel' 27, 1895. 99 

.Tanu3,ry 28 and 29, 1896. 106 

,Tanuary 15 and 16, 189(j. 110 

~'e bl'Uary 20 and :H, 18Hli. 238 

October Iii to 17, 18H5. III 

October 9 and 10, 1895. 11 (j 

.Tune 12 and 131895. 119 

.Tune 11 and 12, 1895. 125 

August 27 and September 2fl and 27, 1895. 125 

May V), 1895. 127 

January 29 and ao, 1890. 182 

Oct ober 7 and 8, 189". Ii)(l 

.Tllne 4 to fl, 1895. 1:·18 

J a nuary 14 to Hi, 18!lIi. 1·11i 

.Illne 18 and 19, 1895. 147 

.June 12 ana 13, 1895. U',2 

October 2:·: allfi 24, 1895. 1Mi 

Febl'Uary 11 and 12, 180;. . WO 

.Jllne 12 to 14 , 1895. Hi:: 

Decembe1'27 , 1895 . 1lI7 

.Iune 24, 18%. 174 

.January 29 and :':0, I H!Hi. 17:; 

May 20, Hl95. 17S 

December 10 and ll , 18W.. 180 

.fU!l e 11 and 12, 1895. 180 

.Ianllary 29 to 31, 1896. 190 

December i} to 5, 1895. IHa 

.Ianllary 21 and 22, 1891i. 198 

.Jllne 11 and 12, 1895. 202 

December 8 to 3, 1895. 2119 

./nlle 11 a nd 12, 181)5. 21:-: 
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West Virginia, 

Wisconsin , 

Wyoming, 

Cuba, 
England, 
Ireland, 
Mexico, 

New :-;outh Wa.l,·s, 

New Zealalld ; 

Scotland, 

South Austral in , 

Swedell , 
Victoria , 

... 

November 12 and 13, 1895. 
June 12 and 13, 1895. 
September ]0, 1895. 

CONC LlTSIOK. 

. -"218 

221 

226 

244 
244 
:14!) 

250 
2ii7 
2Gl 

204 
2(i6 
268 
268 

We have been aule to include in our review the Procced ings of all t he 

~orth American Grand Lodges. We have given unusual space to other 

Grand Lodges for reasons which will be apparent in the review of each. 

We subm it our Heport with the earnest hope that it will be read by every 

mason in Maine, who loves Masonry, and shall, as an officer of the craft, 

receive the Proceedings. We so hope, not because we have wl'itten it , but 

for the reaRons which have led to lJur writ'ing it. 

Fraternally submitted, 

JOSIAH H . DRUMMOND, 

I':DWARD P. B U R N HAl\f , 

ALBRO K () HA S I~, 

~ Com mittn'. 



Appendix 
----@----

I~EPORT ON CORRESPONDENCE. 

-------------@-------------

To the M. W. Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the State of 
Maine: 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence fi·aternally submit their an
nual report for 1897. 

We continue our usual alphabetical arrangement, giving a list of the Grand 
Lodges reviewed at the close of the report, and deferring the discussion of 
general questions in like manner, if we find occasion to discuss any. 

We write this report in the shadow of the sot-est affliction of our life. For 
the first time death has invaded our family circle, and taken away our 
youngest daughter, who for thirty years has veritably been a "light in our 
household." We had always taken it for granted that our last look upon 
earthly things would have rested upon her sweet face. We cannot yet real
ize that we shall never agalll look upon it with mortal eye; but how we miss 
it, we now know that only those, who have had a similar experience, can 
appreciate. If length of life is to be measured by what one doel) for others, 
hers was indeed a long life. 

It may be deemed a weakness to thus obtrude our private grief upon the 
craft; but so be it: the words of sympathy, condolence, and encouragement 
(.hat have come to us from all over the country, especially j rom the brother
hood, have greatly aided us in this terrible trial, and we take th is method 
of acknowledging our appreciation of them. 

App. 19 G. L. 
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ALA BAMA, 1896. 

The Grand Master (G";OHGE ' 1'. I-fAIIBI SO I<) in his address says : 

" We bave IWWy reasons to be thank ful to th e Supremo Archi tect of tho 
Un iverse ; our order has gro'wn and prospe red during th e pas t masoni c yea r ; 
onr membership luts increaseu, and new lodges ha ve been formed. Upon 
the whole, the past )'Bar in this juri sch ction has ueen a prosperous one. " 

From one of his dec isior.s it appears tha t a rejec ted applicant can apply 

to another lo"clg-e, only with the consent of a majori ty of the rejecting lodge. 

He decides, however, that the word majority does not mean a majority of 
the entire membership of the lodge, but a majority of those present when 

the question is taken. , lIe also dec ides that a member of a lodge commit
ting an offence may be tried e ither by his own lodge or uy the lodgfl within 

whose jurisdiction the offence was commit ted. lI tl decides fur ther that any 

violation of the law of the land is a masonic offence. 

"Ve copy these, not because they are new, but because the ques ti on in
volved II1 t hem is occasionally raised. The remainder of his add ress is 

la rgely taken up with a deta iled statement of his offi cial acts. He had ev i
dently been an active, ze;tlous and able otticer. 

He broug-h t before th e Gra nd Lodge a req uest fo r a n appropriati on for the 

support of the Ladies' Mt. Vernon Association for prese rving the home and 

tomb of Washington, in reference to which the cOlllmittee say : 

" With reference to that portion of the add ress of the Most Worshipful 
Grand Master , which recommends an appropriation fo r the support of th e 
Ladies' Mt. Vernon Association for preserving the home and tomb of Wash
ington, your cOIllmi ttee would beg leave to say that, while a ll cit izen's of the 
United Sta tes must revere the name alld memory of the imlllorta l Washing
ton, the Father of his Coun t ry , we a re constrained to say that we do not 
think the funds of this Grand Lodge call be properly applied , under onr 
cOIlstitution , to any such purpose. Ours is a cha ri tab le institution a lld 
order, and possibly its pri mary object is tbe extension of renef to the needy 
and destitute of our Ord er . Not fo r show or display , nor eveIl for the erec
tion of monuments or the perpetulttion of the melllorieR of deceased IlIem
bel'S of our Order or illustrious citizens, endeared to us by their virtues and 
attainments. " 

The committee recommended that a committee be appointed to bring the 

matter before the subordinate lodges of the jurisd iction, requesting personal 

contributions from the brotherhood. 

"Vhile the committee based their report upon the cO llstitut.ion of the Grand 

Lodge, yet undoubtedly the correct rule is sta ted. A t the same time we be

lieve that instanres do a rise in which the Grand Lodge may proper] y contrib

ute from its fund s to IlIark the restiIlg place of its illustrious dead. The 
Wisconsin c ircular in relation to relief was submitted and referred to a spec

ial committee, to report at the next annlIal cumll1unicatioll. Th e resolu·· 

tions of our Gra nd r ,odge. were p rcse ll ted, r eferred to the Committee on 

Masonic Jurisprudence, which requested fu rther time fo r an examination 
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of the matter and the preparation of a report. The Committee on Work 

reported, and the report was adopted. We assume, however, that it was in 
the natnrc of a recital of the work. 

The Grand Master had decided that a member cannot vouch for a visiting 

brothel', unless he has sat in the lodge with such brothel', but the Grand 
Lodge reversed the decision. The committee further say, ill relation to a 

decision of the Grand Master: 

" We do not agree with the decision of the Grand Master, No. 20, for the 
reason that no one has a right to know anything whatsoever with reference 
to a ballot in a masonic lodge, how it was cast, or the motives which mayor 
may 1I0t have actuated the member casting the ballot. " 

and their report was adopted. 

We have an impression that in the particular case to which this refers, 

the man who cast a black ballot himself revealecl his action and stated his 

moti ve for it. Whether such was the case or not, we believe that the broad 
statement of the committee should be limited, so that such a case shall be 

exempted from the rale. 

The Heport on Correspondence (176 pp.) was presented by our veteran 

brother I'ALM~R J. PU,LA>lS. As usual, it is pretty closely devoted to an 

abstract of the proceedings, with quotatious from addresses, etc. In his re
view of Maine he gives a full account of the Hart case. He expresses no 

opinion, but he reproduces what we said about a clE:cision in Alabama, in such 

llIanner, that we have do doubt he concurs in the action of our Grand Lodge. 

He refers to the report in relation to rejected candidates and expresses the 
wish that every brother should read it, althongh on account of its length he 

is obliged to content himself with extracts.. He says further: 

,. The Grand Lodge of Maine is by no means averse to lodges having oc
casionally a little spread, even at the expense of lodge funds, if it can be 
dom' ' without infringing upon the savings of former years, or its ability to 
relieve distressed worthy brethren,' with which we agree." 

Of ciphers, be says: 

" On cipher we have said and seen nothing to \nduce us to change onr 
viewR, though if they are to be tolerated, then' the law ' should be changed. 
It matters not to us how easily others may quiet their conscience, we are 
only governed by our own, nor do we care how soon after ~he establishment 
of' the law' others may have transgressed, for this is no excuse to us. We 
yet believe that the attentive ear alone should receive the sound from the 
instl'Llctive tongue that the mysteries of Freemasonry might find safe lodge
ment. in faitllful hearts ." 

We have one regret in reading this report, and -if ~s tl~at while he gives 

and commends to the attention of his brethren important action and deliver

ances of other Grand Lodges, that he so rarely informs ·his reade!'s what his 
own views are. 



(: orrespondt'ltce-Arizona. 

ARIZONA, 1896. 

The Gmnd Master (A. L . GROW) says that nothing of great importance 
had called for a ny exercise of his authority during the year. Hc had issued 
three dispensations for new lodges, and there had been a htir addition to the 
roll of members. 1'h~y had held their own financially, and there had been 
no grievances or annoyances reported. I-Ie had visited quite a number of 
the lodges, anel found that his visits were of great benefit, and he specifics 
one lodge that would be greatly benefited by the visit of some olle who has 
al1thority t o give instructions, aBd the time 1.0 devote to it. 

He said that his visits made it plain to him that there is a great want of 
uniformity in th" ritual in the jurisd iction, and he recom mends earnestly 
that arrangements should he made for paying the expenses of the Grand 
LeJturer to visit all the lodges and instruct thcm in the work. 

The brief report of the Grand Secretary contains nothing of general in
terest. His financial report says that about $300 had been added to the 
Widows' and Orphans' :Fund, increasing it to over $ ;~ ,OOO. 

The proceedings were of a routine character; charters were granted to 
two lodges, and the dispensation of the other continued. 

The Grand Lodge came to the conclusion that they were not financially 
able, considering the great distance between the lodges, to provide for a 
Grand Lecturer, and the committee suggestefl a division of lahor. I t would 
seem that our District Deputy system would be admirably adapted to r.ffec t 
the desired purpose, only the districts would have to contain a very small 
number of lodges. 

The Grand Master granted a, dispensation for a lodge to convene and 
transact business without a constitutional quorum . . The committee held 
that this was not aut,horized, but as it was done in good faith, recommended 
that the work be confirmed, and the Grand Lodge so ordered. 

The Committee on Correspondellce expressed their beli ef that the Grand 
Representative system is beneficial , and approved the appointments each 
Grand Master had made. 

The Grand Representatives were formally presented, and welcomed by 
the Grand Master in brief and appropriate addresses. 

The Committee on Jurisprudence reported against exempting masons 
from payment of dues after having paid them for t,he term of twenty-fi\'e 

years, for the following reasons: 

" In the first place the question of finance is a very material 'One in this 
jurisdiction, where there are so few contributing mason~; secondly, a ll 
masons are supposed to contribute to some lodge, and sbould any mason be 
unable to pay dues from any reason or any age, he can be relieved from 
such payment by making his wisbes known to his lodge: and we do not 
know of any mason who has been suspended for non-payment of dues wben 
he has been honestly unable to p~,y th em. " 
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The third degree was exemplified by the Grand L ecturer, and the thanks 

of the Grand L odge were tendered to him for the satisfactory manner in 

which he did the work. 

No Report on Correspondence. 

ARKANSAS, 1896. 

Of the condition of the cmft in this jurisd iction, the Grand Master (A . G. 

,VASIlIl I; HN) says: 

" Masonry in this Grand Jurisdiction , ill consequence of the many unfa
vorable conditions I.hat have confronted us, has not enjoyed the prosperi ty 
and progress that many of yon donbtless expected, or that has come to us 
in former years; yet, while we have not been blessed with a r ealization of 
of our fondest hopes, I am pleased, indeed, to be able to report that the 
craft has held well their ground; Olll' noble principles have lost 1I0ne of their 
attractions; have stood us well in hand; and that peace and harmony pre
vail throughout our borders . For this anspicious condition of things, my 
brethren, we sh ould lift up our hearts a nd voices in humble thanks to the 
Supreme Architec t of the Un ive rse for His preserving care over us in the 
past, alld craving His kind benedictions, take new courage, a nli press for
ward to lay hQld upon the possibilities of the future. " 

He announces the death of the Grand Treasurer, FREDE H IC K KIlA~IEH, 

and pays a tribute to his memory, which, from · what is said of him in these 

Proceed ings, was richly deserved . 

We very greatly regret to find that for about one-third of a year he had 

been afflicted with serious trouble with his eyes, suffering almost total blind

ness -and the most excruciating physical pain . We judge, however, that he 

had recovered, for he says: 

"But, brethren, I did the very best I could un<ler the circllmstances. 
So, feeling grateful indeed to GOII for that I have been blessed to see your 
faces again, and present, in Ill y own proper person, an account of my work, 
imperfec t .though it may be, I s incerely cra ve your indulgence." 

His account of his official acts ami dec isions shows that, in spite of his 

affliction, he had fa ithfully and energetically performed the duties of his 

office. He had issued dispensations for live new lodges and had restored 

one charter-an indication that, in spite of the ha rd times, Masonry WllS 

continuing the gro'Wth which it has had for the last few years. Having been 

asked by a District Deputy as to his duty. when requested to install as a 

Master of a lodge a brother " who is a n habitmtl drinker of intoxicants and 

who is frequentl y drunk," he replies: 

,,". Refu~e absolntel~ to ins,t all!lim, and direct the lodge .to prefer. charges 
a,,:,IIl~t hlln for ~runkenness . . Such a Ill an should not be mstalled mto allY 
office m a masolllc lodge, and If he refuses to desist from drlllk he shonld be 
expelled. " 
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The comm ittee, while approving the sentiment of the decision, modify the 

language by substituting" advise" instead of "direct," adding: 

"A District Deputy Grand Master may refuse to install one whom he 
knows to be wholly unfit, and should give the lodge a ny information or 
knowlcdge he has of the~character of such officer elect, and advise the lodge 
to disapprove of his electiqn. When the District Deputy Grand Master has 
done this, he has dischargca his duty and gone to the extent of his author
ity. 

" If the lodge still insists, it may install the officer elect. But a lodge that 
would do so in the face of such facts should be reported by the llistrict 
Deputy Grand Master and severely disciplined by the Grand Lodge." 

We cannot agree with the last statement of the committee. We hold that 

when the installing officer decides that a brother is not fit to be installed 
into office. that decision is final unl ess reversed on appeal to the Grand 

Master or the Grand Lodge. While we have no great charity for a lodge 
that would elect such a man for Master a nd ins ist upon his being installed 

as such, a nd therefore should not mourn greatly if it should lose its charter, 
still we believe that the welfare of the cmft demands that the power to pre

vent such an installation shou ld reside somewhere. \Ve had occasion some 

years ago to consider this very carefully, in a question arising in our Grand . 
Chapter, in which the law is precisely the same as in the Grand Lodge, and 

in that case the installation was refused and the election se~ aside by the 

proper Grand Officer and a new one ordered . 

In regard to another matter the Grand ~raE ter decided: 

"If a mason pul)licly cbarge a brother with any act that und er masonic 
law would amou nt to un masonic conduct, it is a slander, and a violation of 
his obli.gation, for which he ought to be disciplined. If he would speak of 
snch offences at all , he should make it known to his lodge in a proper way. 
I can think of but few offences more grossly contelllptible in the estimation 
of all good masons than the' speaking ev il of a brother.' " 

We believe very few will dissent froll1 this decision , and the only regret 

is that such offences are so frequently allowed to pass by without. the notice 
which they should receive. 

The GrandMaster decided that a lodge in that jurisdiction could not con
fer the degrees for and in behalf of a lodge in another grand jurisdiction, 

but the committee held the reverse, in accordance with the adopted edict of 

the Grand Lodge. 

The Grand Master' s abstract of the reports of the Distr~ct Deputies shows 
a fairly good performan ce of their duties by these officers, especiall y by 

some of them, but others had fail ed to visit even half of the lodges, a ma~ter 
to be very greatly regretted. 

The report of the Grand Secretary (FAY HE~I[,STEAJ) shows the usual 
energetic performance of th e duties of thnt office by our brothel'. His re

port as librarian shows qu ite an increase to th e library, which we trust will 

be continued yearly. 
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Owing to repairs, the Temple had not paid its running expenses and the 

interest on the bonded debt, and the Board of Control report th:tt there 

would be a probable defic iency of about ~500 for the corning year. 

The Grand Orator (JOHN T. HI C KS) delivered an address, taking for his 

subject a Cipher ritual. JIe says: 

"The most insid ious enemi es of our Order a re those se lf-sty led 'up-to
(late' masons who advocate the a.dopti on of the c ipher ritual. However 
s incere thei r motives, however good their faith, howeve r strong their f(,l
lowing, their b a nefnl influence remains as a menace a nd a threat to m'lsonic 
stability and perpetu ity . They would depr ive those who Tllay hereafter 
seek its mystic fold of that most fruitful source of friendship and brotherly 
love, the pri vate nl asonic lectu re, and subSt itu te in lieu thereof the pulseless 
page, over which t he newly- made m,lson must pore, and which he will 
seldom learn. Mindfu l only of the cold cul ture which they have del ived 
from t.he study of books, and forget.f ul of the genial warmth and fe llowship 
that is always the resnl t of persona l contact and comumnion , they would 
destroy the most beautifu l, the Inost impress ive feature of masonic initiation. 
They would permit t he Master to read frolll the printed cipher while he con
fers a degree, and thus say, in Affect, to the candidate, 'this ceremony, once 
so beautiful, so impress ive; once instin ct with li fe and son l and spirit; once 
fraught with warmth and fer vor and inspiration, is now a mockery, a n 
empty form.' Illstead of ad ministe rin g to him the lectnre wi th a ll its beau
ties, at a time when his mind is best prepared for favorable impress ions, 
they would put a book in to his hand and send him to his closet to learn his 
lesson like a school-boy performs his reluctant task, t here to work out his 
disgust an e! d isappointment with Masonry a nd a ll things masonic. " 

If his opinion is based upon what he says in the latter part of t his quota

tion, it is not 'ent itled to cons ideration, for it is well kn own that wh ere 

these cipher rituals are ll sed, they a re 1I0t used by the Master as indicated , 

nor by the initiate as assumed, but on th e contrary to aid the Master to do 

the very things which the orator cla ims should be done. Th e assertion that 

th e work is not so well a nd so impress ive ly done where t he use of cipher 
rituals is allowed, is utte rly Vl"ithout fo und ation, and t he reverse of this prop

osition is really made by the ad vocates of c ip her rituals and made, practi

cally, the strongest argument in favor of their use. There a re the other usua l 

arguments in this address, and in say ing what we have said we are not ad
vocat ing the use of cipher rituals but merely calling a ttention to the fact, 

that in this particular instance, at any rate, th e opponents of their use a re 

not meeting the real reason for their use. 
Brother <! LIVER C. GRAY, the Representat ive of our Grand Lodge, pre

sented the resolutions in regard to rejected candidates, and. they were re

ferred to the Committee on Mason ic ,Jurisprudence. Later d uring the sess ion 

that committee report ed as follows : 

"The Grand Lodge of Maine passed the foll o'~' i 9g resolutIOn and re
quested other Grand Lodges to do the same : 

"Resolved, That the effect of a reject ion should be limited to five years, 
and during that time the candidate should be a llbwed to petition only to th e 
lodge which rejected him, or to another lodge with the consent of tha t lodge. 
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" We believe that the resolution is a good one and recommend that tbe 
Grand Lodge adopt it. " 
and the report was adopted. 

The Wisconsin proposition was referred to the same committee, wbich re

ported that in their opinion the proposition is not a wise one, and recom

mended that the Gran'd .Lodge do not approve it, and their rflcommendation 

was adopted. 
We must be allowed to express our regrets that Bro. SAM \V. WILLIAMS 

was detained from the meeting by ill health. 'We are pleased to note, how

ever, the presence of our old friends, Bros. DA!<NELLY and HOOSE, who with 
others were appointed a committee to bear to Bro. WILLIAMS a message of 

sympathy and regard from the Grand Lodge. . 

The Grand Lodge decided that when a deceased brother is buried tempo
rarily away from home without masonic honors and is thereafterwards re

moved to the family graveyard, the lodge may turn out and bury him. 

The method of wearing the apron was discussed, and a rule adopted in re

lation to it, and a cut of how the apron should be worn, in the different 
degrees, is given in the Proceedings, page 91, to which we will refer those 

interested in it. We believe that it accords with our present practice, but 

differs from a practice, which we think erroneous, that prevailed for quite a 

while in this state. 

The Report on Correspondence (120 pp.) was presented by Bro. SAM H. 
DA nDSON. It is almost wholly written, although he had been interrupted 

by sickness and dtath in his household. His review is pretty closely con
fined to an abstract, with few qnotations, except that he prefixes to the re

view of each Grand Lodge, a verse usually of four lines. 

He criticizes a decision in Indiana as follows: 
"Indiana has a law excluding rlealers in intoxicating liquors from mem

bership, yet the Grand Master decided that one who had received the first 
and second degrees, and afterwards traded for a d rug store, and as a part of 
bis business sold intoxicating liquors, under a government license by the 
quart, not as a beverage, may legally have the third degree conferred on 
him. ' 

"For a long time we were unable to discern the distinction made by the 
Grand Mflster, between a regular dealer in intoxicants and a dl'llggist who 
sells whiskey by the quart under a government license, but we think we see 
it clearly now. Whiskey is bought from a dealer in intoxicating liqnors to 
be used as a beverage, while it is bought from a druggist by the quart to 
drink. " 

It may be that Indiflna masonic law is based on the civil law, on the 

ground that a violation of the civil law is a masonic offence. 

Of the Wisconsin plan of relief. he says: 

"The Committee on Jurisprudence considered the Wisconsin plan of 
maRonic relief, and through Bro. TholJlflS B. Long reported, dec laring the 
Indiana doctrine to be thflt a Illflson in distress is entitled to aid and assist-
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ance from the fratern ity wherever he may be at the time of his need, and 
that as a matter of law, his lodge is not bound to make any restitution, 
though it Illay always do so at its own option. This sounds to us very much 
like the trne, original masonic doctrine, as taught in the several degrees, and 
which to our view cannot be changed without cluwging a very material part 
of the esotery." 

In his review of Kansas, he says: 

"And he is also all right on the social s id e of Masonry, and quotes from 
Bl'O. Drummolld, of Maine: ' In former times refreshments were practically 
as necessary to holding a lodge as the presence of the charter. Excesses un
worthy of masons resulted, and we went to the othEr extreme. ' As I now 
see it, this deparLure from anc ient usages was a perilous mistake. There is 
no doubt whatever that the relaxation from labor given by assembling around 
the table and breaking bread together adds a charm to our meetings which 
they cannot otherw ise gain ." 

In his review of Maine, he quotes in substance from the address of Grand 

Master Farnham, and thinks that his advice in relation t o temperance is not 
a uniform sentiment up this way. Referring to accounts of the celebration 

of the feast of St. J ohn, " in a seat of culture, refinemern, morality, ami 

education in the northeastern section of our beloved couutry ," he says he 

does not seek any controversy in relation to the matter, and has no des ire 
to interfere with the suprem ity of the Grand Lodge, but " merely lifts the 

finger of caution, as it were." 

He gives an abstract of the comm ittee on the vViscollsin proposition, ap

parently with fayor. He quotes from our report, also, an abstract of our 

position in relation to regularity of lodges formed by Grand Orients, etc. 

We fu lly concur in the following, with the addition that, in our judgment, 

such discussions are injuri0lts rather than beneficial: 

" We'discover from Bro. Dovle's conclusion that the Roman Pontiff has 
given him a fresh scare by placillg under the Papal ban three additional 
American benevolent orders, and that he is afraid the Pontiff aforesaid has 
sufficient control of this govern lllent to dictate the conduct of the people. 
There is a good deal of poppycock about this periodical scare at the Pope of 
Home. We are not afraid of him in Arkansas. He bas his hands full at 
his present job of poping for his church, and from our acquaintance with 
him we do not think it likely that he would undertake to overmohkey with the 
bnwe !tnd warlike peopie of Nevada, 5,000 miles away, and during the pop
ing season at that. Suppose we let the Pope of ROllle rest awhile and watch 
, Auld Clootie' closer." 

Replying to Bro. BOUCK, of Wisconsin, who ~ook ground aga inst the criti

cism of the action of other Grand Lodges, he says: 

"Grand Masters are human and liable to err. Their acts should not be 
considered so sacred as to be placed without the pale 6f frate rnal criticism. 
In fact, we are one of a class of citizens who helieve t~lat even that great 
tribunal, th e Supreme Court of the Un ited States, may sometimes err; 
though not often. And, we think that the decisions of Gralld Masters and 
regnla tions and edicts of Grand Lodges, should be discnssed freely, and if 
our brethren have fallen into error it should in a courteous and fratemai 
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manner be brought to their no t ice, and we kn ow of no 'tribunal' better 
qualified to do this part of Masonic duty than the Committee on Correspond
ence. " 

,BRIT ISH CPLUMBIA, 1896. 

This Gmnd r.odge held several spec ial communications for doing masonic 
work; in one instance, lay ing the corner stone of a church. We note that, in 

accordance with. tbe usage of the Grand Lodge of England , as well as the 

Grand Lodges of the Dr-pendencies of the British Crown, when this public 

work is done, they open the Gr~nd Lodge, form a procession, march to the 

place, perform the ceremonirs, and then return to the lull I and close in 
ample form. As SOllle question has been raised whether, when the Grand 

Lodge" adjourns," it does remain open as such, we quote the following: 

"The M. W. Grand Master then ordered the Gmncl Marshal to form a 
procession, and Grand Lodge, headr-d by the Wellington Comet Band, then 
marched to the s ite of the structure. " 

The Gmnd Mastel' (LA C EY R. JO ID'SO~ ) delivered a n eloquent address, in 

which he alluded to the duties of masons, well worthy of th e fo ll owing com

mendation by the committee : 

"The M. ,V. Grand Mastel' is to be highly commended fo r his excell ent 
address, more especially for the masterly and eloquent manner in wh ich the 
tenets of Ollr Order are set forth, and we trnst th e lessons and ohjects he 
desires to illlpress upon the craft in this Grand Jurisdiction , will be taken 
to heart, and a determined effort made to li ve up to and on a line with the 
teachings of our noble Ordor." 

He reminds the brethren that this eommuni.ation of the Grand Lodge 

was its twenty-fifth almiversar.Y. and he gives a brief account of the organi
zation of the Grand Lodge. Previolls ly to 18i 1 there had been two Provincial 

Grand ]~ odges ; one under the Grand Lodge of England, anrl the other under 

the Grand Lodge of Scotland. The former had three lodges, t he latter had 

five. All these lodges joined in a moveme!lt to form a Grand Lodge for 

British Columbia, and the District Grand Maste r of England and the Pro

vincial Granll Mastr- r of Scotland co-operated in its format ion . We believe 
that the unusual harmony attending th e organi zation of this Grand Lodge has 

had much to do with its prosperity s ince. We well remember that at the 

time we held that the proce~d ings were a model for all similar cases. 

T he Grand Master had visited a Vf~ry large number of the lodges, and 

while he does not say so, we have no doubt at all t hat his visits had a very 

favorable effect. He had gran ted d ispensations for twO new lodges, and 

performed the usual amount of 1'0\ tine work. The Deputy Grand Maste r 
and the District Deputy Grand Masters make reports, showing that they 
had ably aided their chief du ring the year, and we are able to congratulate 
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our brethren of that jurisdiction upon their good fortune in having the 

affairs of the Grand Lodge and th e craft so ably and faithfully administered. 
The committee to which, at the previous sess ion, the matter of erecting a 

masonic home was referred, reported that the project would require a very 

much larger alllount of money than the Grand Lodge is likely to have at its 

disposal for a considerable time, and they did not feel warranted in recolll

mend ing enter ing upon the project; but they did recommend that ~;;OO a 
year should be set aside for placing the children of deceased masons in des

titute c ircumstances, in sOllie one of the orphanages already established. 

Their report was adopted, very wisely, as we th ink. 

The committee endorsed the Wisconsin proposition, but the Grand Lodge 

voted that the proposition be pr in ted in special circulars and sent out to 

each member of the Grand Lodge and of subord inate lodges for considera

tion, and action thereon at the next ann ual communicat ion of the Grand 

Lodge. 
The Grand Lodge voted that the preminm for the Treasurer's bond, in a 

reputable guaranty compallY, shou ld be paid by the Grand Lodge. 

An exceedingly interesting serm on was delivei'ed before the Grand Lodge 
by V. W .. J. A. Logan, Grand Chaplain . We can not copy the whole of it, 

bnt commend it to the attention of the brethren. 

The Report on Correspondence (pp. WO) was presented by Bro. MA RCUS 

' VOLFJ; . He confi nes himself very closely to an a bstract, accompanied with 

exceedingly well selected extracts, with very few comments. Among the 

latter is the follow ing : 

"True, d elegated charity may, in some cases, lnwe become a neceosity, 
but the exercise of individual charity makes pregnant the heart with deeds 
of goodness, in the very image of the Great Creator." 

In relation to another matter, he says : 

" Bro. Murro\\' says under British Columbia, ' We notice several d ispen
sat ions were granted" to wear regalia at public divine service." " Th ere 
is a t ime and place, for everything; the place and time to wear masonic re
galia is not at public didne service. " , 

" Where, Bro. Murrow, is the difference between wearing regalia to at
tend d ivine service, which is (in my opin ion) masonic labor, and wearing 
regalia to a masonic funeral. or laying a com er stone, both of which are 
done in ' Public ' ? Please." 

The wearing of masonic clothing on any occasion can be justified only by 

masonic usage, and the question in each case is, what has been the usage of 

the craft? In the nature of things, we can see no di!'fflrence between wear

ing masonic clothing to a clmrch and wearing it on St. J ohn 's day to a 

church 0 1' hall , where a sermon is to be preached. The latter is justified by 
masonic usage, and the only question about the former is, is that a lso justi

fied. We confess that we a re not familiar with the origin of the latter prac-
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tice, and have been inclined to hold that it is a recent invention. If Bro. 

WOLl'E can g ive us the facts in the matter, we, in common with others, 

would be very greatly obliged to him. 

His review of Maine is fraternal, closing as follows: 

"As Representative of Maine, I hereby extend the warmest fraternal 
greeting from Rritisll Columbia Grand Lodge, to which I add my persoilal 
admiration for your grand old jurisdiction." 

~Ve run no risk in giving him assurallce that his fraternal feelings are 

fully reciprocated. 

Referring to the Maryland reports, in relation to public services, he says: 

" In British Columbia lodges are not' called off' on the occasion of fun
erals, laying uf corner stones or dedications before the brethren leave the 
hall to perforJll the public ceremonies." 

In reference to another matter that has been somewhat discussed, he 

says: 

" :Finding an Entered Apprentice of one of the lodges, that had lost his 
right a rm since his receiving that degree, in the largeness of his heart. and 
in sympathy for the affiicted, the Grand Master conferred upon him the 
degrees of .Fellow Craft and Master Mason. How?" 

'Ve have thus found several matters, concern ing which Bro. 'VOLFE has 
expressed hiR opinion, and it only emphasizes our opinion that further pro

gress in the same direction on the part of Bro. WOLFI-; will increase tbe 

value of his reports. 

CALIFORNIA, 1896. 

Of the condition of the craft, the Grand Master (EDWAllD MEYEllS PRES

TON) says: 

"Our relations with neighboring and fureign jurisdictions are of the most 
cordial and friendly nature. Ollr returns show, for the present year, a net 
increase of over seven hundred in the membership of the SubOl',linate lodges. 
Our financial condition, notwithstanding our la rge expenditures, is better 
than it was at the time of our last annualeommunication. Three new lodges 
have received charters, two others have been organized and lutve received 
dispensations, and no lodge has been called upon to surrender its charter. 
The financ ial condition of the subordinate lodges is, as a general rule, favor
aLle, although some are suffering from causes incident to the commercial 
and industrial depression which is now so generally prevalent. It is gratify
ing to see, among those who are assembled here to day, so many whose faces 
have become familiar because of their frequent attendance upon our anllual 
communications; many of whom have grown gray in the service of our 
Order-some of whlJln have passed their vigor and are now venerable in 
years. " 

He very properly deprecates hasty legislation; but our Grand Lodges are 

wonderfully free from this evil ; almost every proposition is referred to a 

committee which carefully examines it and reports upon i ~; of course once 
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in a while there will be a slip; but as a whole, as we have said. our Grand 

Lodges <tre wonderfully free from this evil, more so, according to our obser

vation, than any othrn' legislative bodies ill the country. 

In this connection, too, we will notice the complaint, frequently expressed, 

that then"\ is a tendency to too much legislation: but according to an obser
vation of over forty years, the evil is not so m.uch in the legislation as in the 

causes for it. A Imost all new masonic legislation is caused by an abuse of 

privileges or an evasion of the existing law. Grand Master PRI<:STO~ fOllnd 

occasion to say-

"That there is too great a tendency among some of 0111' brethren to strive 
to evade the mandates of the const itution, when such manrtates conflict 
with the special purposes which they wish to accomplish. " 

We doubt if a single law, restricting the powers or privileges of lodges or 

individual masons, can be found, that was not suggestert by some act that 

was deemed injurious to the Institution or to the craft. Undoubtedly laws 

have been enacted in consequence of such an act, when in all probability it 

wonld I,ever have been repeated, but as a whole, experience shows that leg

islation has not been enacted for the mere sake of legislating. but to prevent 
the continuance of evils growing alit of the tendency of which Grand Master 

PRESTON speaks. This is forCibly illustrated by some of his decisions, which 

often are what we may call jud.iciallegislation. 

" Lodge funds cannot be used either to purchase jewels for retiring officers 
or to purchase portraits of such officers to ornament the walls of a lodge
room. 

" A retiring Master has no right to demand or receive from the funds of 
his lodge any sum whatever in retnrn for his services as installing officer of 
his snccessor in office. 

" A lodge cannot lawfully expend any portion of its funds to pay for the 
experting of the books of a private corporation, even although snch corpora·· 
tion owns the cemetery in which the lodge buries the bodies of its deceased 
members. 

"Neither a masonic lodge nor a masonic board of relief can lawfully donate 
twenty dollars, nor any other sum, to the Salvation Army for charitable 
distribution. 

" For a lodge to pass a resolution remitting the dues of all its members 
for aile year, or for any other stated period, or to adopt a resolution or gen
eral regulation whereby it appropriates a stated sum for funeral expenses 
for each and every member that dies, is a missappropriation of its funds. 
The remission of dues and funeral benefits a re charities which should be be
stowed all the needy and destitute only." 

* * * * * * * * * 
"In the construction of a Masonic Temple, or Hall, the lodge room should 

not be built upon the ground floor. . 
"It is contrary to masonic teachings and masonic u$age to serve beer, 

wine, or any other intoxicant at a masonic banquet giyen in a masonic 
hall. " 

He announced that the clandestine French lodge had returned its charter 

to the parties who issued it, and had ceased to exist. 
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The ritual was before the Grand Lodge, and a committee appointed to ex

amine the one used and determ ine whether it corresponded with the one 

adopt.ed in 18D4, and 

"In addition to said conections said co mmittee will .further, in ·accord
ance with tue rel!ommelldation of the Grand Master in his adu ress and 
atlil'llied by the Gral)u Lodge, proceed to make the necessary changes in the 
ceremonial of the second section of the Third degree, to harmonize said cere
monial and make it more 'in conformity with the work of the principal 
Grand Jurisdict ions east of the Rocky Mountains,' and to suggest such 
changes in phraseology as shall make the rev ised ritual' consistent with the 
traditions upon which the scenes exemplified are founeled." 

The work is to be exemplified by the committee at the next annual COIll

munication, and when it is, it is to be placed in the hands of three custodians. 

As we understand the action, the committee is also to propose some plan for 

promulgating the work. 
The Chairman of the San Francisco Board of Relief presented the follow

ing question: 

"The question of granting relief to masons out of standing is one that has 
been exhaustively discussed by this board without reaching a conclusion, 
and we would respectfully ask a ruling by this Grand Lodge. Of course we 
unrlerstand that where the applicant has wilflllly or carelessly allowed him
self to lapse from standing and makes application only when his necessities 
impel him to do so, that such a ca.;e should meet with no consideration; bnt 
the latest instance com ing under onr noti ce is one that has causerl a divisioll 
of sentiment among the members of this board . It is that of a man who 
came to California from all Eastern c ity , bringing with him considerable 
mOlley, which he invested and lost in business here. He was unable to keep 
up his dues in his home lodge and too proud to ack nowledge his conrl ition, 
hoping some time later to retrieve his fortunes and again place himself in 
standing. Long continuerl sickness in the fam ily exhausted his remaining 
means. Knowing himself to be out of standing he would not apply to thoBe 
who had been his brethren, preferring, as he himself said, to starve. But 
his wife, threatened WIth ev iction from their hOlne and driven to despera
Lion by the straits in which they fonnd themselves, and by the hnnger of 
five litt.le chi ldren, and believing her husband to be a mason, without his 
knowledge has applied to this board for assistance. By a telegram we learn 
that the husband has not been in standing in his lodge for two years. 
~For the guidance of this and succeeding boarus, we respectfully ask a rnling 
by the Grand Lodge on this case." 

It was refened to the Finanr.e Committee, but we lio not find any report 

in relation to it. 
The second d,LY of the session was devoted Lo laying the corner stO!le of 

the Mason ic 'Vidows' and Orphans' Home. The ceremon ies are given. 
The work was done by the Grand Lodge. The Grand Honors were given. 

In a word the. old usage was followed. 
The Grand Lecturer presented a very full report with a summary of the 

reports of snch of th e Inspectors as had made them. We do not think the 

system is as etlicient as ours in Maine. 

In one case of discipline, the Grand Lodge reversed a judgment of expul-
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sion by a lodge, on account of inegularity ill t.he proceedings, but upon the 

ev idence taken and submitted to it, the Grand Lodge expelled him. We 
a re r btd to see tIutt this Grand Lodge does not allow technicalities to stand 

ill the way of meting out justice. \Vc COlli mend this case to the cons idera

tion· of Bro. MII . LEIt , of Kansas. 

[ t was dec ided that a trowel or other masonic working tool prescnted to 

the Grand Master at the laying of a corn er stone is given to him as a per-

8vnu/ 8Juvenil', and cannot be rightfully cla imed by the G rand Lodge after 

his death. 

The Grand Lodges of New Zealand fwd Victoria were recognizer!. 

The resolutions of our Grand Lodge in r elation to jurisdiction over re

jected candidates were presen ted by our Hepresentative, referred to the 

Committee on Jurisprudence, whose report was accepted by the Grand 

Lodge: 

" We h:we given th e foregoing commllnication careful and fraternal con
sideration. We ha ve also read th e able report of Bro. J. H. Drumll1ond, 
Chairman of the CrJllllnittec of Jurispmdence of Main e, with great pleasure 
and sati sfacti on. rt is an able and forcible statement of masonic law upon 
the question involved. vVe earnestly recommend the penlsfli of the s<tid 
report to every member of the fraternity in this jurisdiction. as it contains 
information upon the masonic law to be fonnd nowhere elscl within the 
knowledge of you r committee. The Grand Lodge of California, in 1883, 
made a rejection a bar for one year only, a fter whi () h the lodge which has 
territorial jurisdiction can receive him. We believe that this regulation is 
well adapted to our local condi t ion and has proved sfltisfactory, therefore we 
see no reason why it should be changed." 

We very greatly regret that the committee (lid not view the matter from a 
higher masonic standpoint than the one indicated in the concluding sentence. 

Th ere is a vast diversity in the law of the d ifferent jurisdictions, which. has 

already produced discord and lhreaten~ serions difficulty in the future. A 

party regularly made a mason ill a regular lodge in California, goes to 
Maine, Massachnsetts or Pennsy lvania , a nd is told he cannot be recognized 

as a mason, because he was rejected by a lodge and went to California ; in

eligible to be made a ll1ason, but was there made in violation of masonic l,tw. 

He goes back to California, and is told that he is a mason, and the refusal 

to recogni ze him is wrong, bnt is a lso told, "We cannot do anything to 

help you." " Why, then, didn 't you tell me that I would be under the ban 
of non-recognition in over one-third of the states?" What answer conld 

be made? Won!tln 't Califurnia feel jnst a littlB ashamed or Lldignant? The 

danger of discord is imminent. To fwert this attempts have been made to 

secure uniformity of law, very general, if not universal, Each jurisdiction 

is asked to yield something. While Maine had found that perpetual jurisdic

tion was" \yell adapted to our local position and had proved satisfactory," 
she modified bel' law, a.nd is ready to modify it still further, to secure uni-
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formi ty. It is true that she will not go so far as to endanger Masonry by 

opening the doors too readily, but she has gone a great way: and is not 

California willing to sac' 'fice, if lleed be, something for the good of the In

stitution a t la rge, or must ~he decide the question according to her own in

tereRts, wi thout c~'ing holY it may affect others? The lat ter cOllrse is not 

like Califol'llia maSOJ1 S, and we a re cont ra ined to believe that the committee 
overlooked the reason for the proposerl legisla ti on. However, we do not be

lieve that one years' observatio:. of a stranger is sufficient to determine 
whether he is fi t material for Masonry, especia lly when he comes under the 

ban of a rejection by th ose who knew him. There is nO' doubt a t a ll that 

the modern carelessn~s in the admission of members - a notable departure 

from the old doctrine and the old usage-bas seriously injured the morals of 

the Institution. It is admitted that profanity , intemperance and evil-speak
ing prevail among the craft to an a larming extent, and vastly disproportion

a te to their prevalence in former t imes, and what is worse-are very rarely 

punished. We hope our California brethren will r econsider this matter and 
view from the standpoint of the common good rather than from that of their 

particula r in terest. 

The Report on Correspondence (1 52 pp.) was presented by Bro. WI LLIAM 
A . DAVlES. He pursues his former plan of m'1.king it a carefully prepared 

summary of the say ings and doings of general in terest in the other jurisdi c

tions : occasionally he expresses bis views, briefly , it may be, but forcibly. 

Of the " Eastern Star," he says : 

"Doubtless the providing of these mooes of recogllltlOn are beyond and 
outs ide of the purview of Freemasonry. It does not require thal th ey shall 
be made masons, which of course would be an impossibili ty. It surely 
would be wise in providing these proofs of relationship to the craft to sur
round them wi th the in clllcati o l~ and enforcement by precept and example 
of th ose virtues whi l'!h ought especially to characteri ze women, in addition 
to the virtues which ought to distinguish Freemasons. ~uch a system 
would conflict with no landmark, and would be in accordance with the spirit 
and genius of Freemasonry. This can be, and indeed it has been a lready, 
accomplished by those lad ies themselves. Neither is this any new thing, for 
'from the t im e the memory of man I'Unneth not to the contrary' there have 
been adrogy ne degrees, called s ide degrees, of Masonry, to which they were 
admi tted. 

" But this was not efficient or general, and there was an entire absence of 
organization. Within the last quarter of a century such an order of these 
ladies bas been organized and made effecti ve for great good." 

We fully concuI' in the following: 

" Bro. Stevenson thinks the amendm ent to our la w providing for restora
t ion from suspension for non-payment of dues, subjecting the brother to a 
further ba llot after payment, to be a 'rather vigorous law. ' Vie think so too. 
\Vhat we have al ways COliS ide red our justification for suspension for non
payment. of dues was the fact th at a brother could at any time, upon pay
Illellt of what he owed , restore himself. lIe was sllspended for a wilful vio
lation of the la w he had obligatM himself to stand to and abide by, and he 
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could at any mome)Jt purge himself by payment of amount due without 
humiliation 01' confession. We look upon the amendment as a premium for 
non-affil iation. " 

We are glad to find him taking this stand against what we have always 
considered as unmason ic legislation in relation to non-affiliation and non
p~.y lll en t of dues. 

In his review of Maine, he gives the report of our Committee on Juris
prudence in relation to rejected candidates in full, but without comment. 

He quotes, with full approval, the decision in relation to refreshments at 
meetings of lodges. 

He objects very strenuously to the action of the Grand Mastel' of New 
J ersey in·making a mason " at sight," saying: 

" We acknowledge that this prerogative was exemplified with perhaps a 
tritie more regard for th e proprieties than the Ship Island example, but in 
all seriousness we ask, Why th is trifling with the symbols of Freemasolll'Y? 
We apprehend M. W. Bro. Belcher is very much the same kind of a man 
as our representative of King Solomoll, the Grand Master of California; a 
good average sort. of an American citizen can't make the deaf hear nor the 
blind see, nor perform t he miracle of catching the swallow without the 
necessary quantum of salt ; and \vh en it comes to making a mason at sight , 
we think there is something wrong, either in the authority or the making, 
and if the initiate survives the ordeal he is to be congratulated." 

We can remember when lodges possessed the power of making masons 
" at sight": a.nd the law taking away this power was deemed an invasion of 
the powers of lodges under the old usages of the craft; al~d it really was, 
but was made necessary by abuse of those powers. Wh en lodges were small, 
and every member knew each other, and the candidates were men whom 
all had known for years, tLie " dt/ e inquiry" into character was the work of 
a few mom ents, and was made by each member's telling what he knew of 
the candidate. 'Vhat was" due inquiry " was left to the Master, and often 
candidates were proposed and voted for at once, and immediately initiated. 
When the law requ iring a t ime to elapse between the presentation of a peti
tion and action therbon, was enacted , "cases of emergency " were excepted, 
and the lodge was allowed to determine whether a particular case was one 
of emergency or not : reason, however, arose, and the consent ('called dis
pensation) of the Grand Master , Deputy Grand Master, a Grand Warden, 
0 1' the District Deputy Grand Master was requil:ed: later this provision was 
narrowed step by step, until the time can be shortened only by the consent 
(" dispensation ") of the Grand Master. The making of a mason substan 
tially "at sight" is an old usage, that has been abolished, so far as lodges 
are concerned, only within a recent period . 

In relation to another important matter, he says: 
" We have instanceR of dissatisfaction here in the matter of affiliation, but 

it is not from arbitrary requirements or offensive restrictions in Lhe law; it 
is friction that will always occur; where there is an unusally large lodge and 

App. 2Q G. L. 
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fin ancially very healthy, it will be the a rdellt rl esire of about two-thirds of 
the bretbrcn desiring to affiliate to join tha t lodge. It' s a matter of the 
family ' s deciding wheth er they will take anotller boarder 0 1' not, and you 
can't deny them the right to decide that propos ition. No, Bro. Heed. there's 
11 0 ullusual friction here, and we (Ion't think we infringe upon masollic 
equity 0 1' the rights of a Freemason. We do hope to see the affili ation fee 
wiped out- il1 fact we are in favor of a ny legisla tion that will lessen non
affiliati on or transform non-affilia tes into • live links ' in the f raternal ehain 
by which masons are bound together. We think our Grand Lodge has made 
a serious mistake in plac ing the least obstruction in the restora tion of any 
mason suspenrled fo r non-payment of dues, be the lapse t wo years 0 1' 
twenty . 

.• Several eminent brethren- wri te rs of Ill asonic correspondence-seem to 
see nothing but arb it rary trespass upon Illasonic rights in our non-affilia te 
legislation. Take the section referred to by Bro. Reed, Sec. 8 of Art. 5, 
Part 6 of the Consti tution, which provi(les th at a mOlnber suspended fo r 
non-payment, of dues Ill ay restore himself by accompanying his petition with 
an amonn t equal to six months dues of the lodge to which he pe titions. The 
provision was adopted more than t hirty years ago and was for t he benefit of 
the a rmy of non .. affili a tes with which Cal ifornia was overrun. The section 
was an idea of Bro. Alex. G. Abell , prov id ing, as he thought, a way for the 
non-affili ates of California to return to lodge dut ies and privileges. Many a 
brother , f rom th e viciss itudes inciden t to mining life in a new country, al
lowed his dues to accumulate. and in consequence our records were over
loaded with members stricken f rom the rolls fo r non ·payment of rlues, and 
Bro. A bell' s idea was to prov ide a way for their return to duty by the pay
ment of a sum not so large as to be blll'densoln e, by which indebtedness in 
sums of from 810 to SlOO was wiped out and they were given the chance to 
again become useful members of t he Fratel'llity. In SO Ule pa rt icula rs it was 
a general bankrupt law fo r the benefit of non ·affili ates who had been dropped 
from the roll for non-payment of dues, and a fforded the needed relief to the 
g reat majority, anrl was of decided benefi t to our Grand Lodge. We have 
never wished to see it resc inded. 

" W e have been a close observer of lodge and Gmnd Lodge legislation 
during forty-five years residence and affili a tion wi th the masons of Califor
nia and know the .truth of what we asser t when we wri te that the rights 
of individual masons have ever been zealollsly guarded, and we therefore 
protest that · Masonry for revenue only ' is not a Califo rnia production, and 
is neither appro veri nor tolerated by the F raternity, in theory or pmctice. " 

We fully agree. But this is not onr indictment against the California 

law. When a member is suspended or dropped for non-payment of dues. 

he is not in such good standing as will enable him to apply for membership : 

but the la w we object to is the one which suspends, wi thout t rial , from a ll 

the rights and benefit s of M,tsonry, a non··affiliate who holds a regular dimi t 

from a lawful lodge, espec ia:ly when we read the paragmph first quoted 

above, that lodges are at perfec t libert.y to rejec t a candidate for affili at ion, 

because they do not wish to " take a nother boarder "! To put such a disa

bility on a mason aud continue it by the vote of une member of a lodge, seems 

to us not only grossly unmasonic but a bsolutely monstrons. There is a grim 

irony in the anx iety to be able to accept the rejected materia l of another 

lodge, and yet to hold that the completed work of the same lodge is not to 

have allY maso nic recognition ! A rejected candidate actua lly stand s better 

than a good mason holding ,t dimi t! 
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CANADA, 1896. 

Th e Gl'ftJId Lodge met at Belleville: before the Grand I.odge was opened, 

the iVhtyor a nd City Council were introduced itnd presented an address of 

welcolne, to which the M. W. Grand Mastel' responded; the Grand Lodge 

was th en opened, itnd it deplltation of Masters of the Belleville lodges were 

introd uced itHd presented itn address in behalf of the masons of the "City 
of the Bity." 

The itddress of the Grand Master (W. R. WlIl'n:) WitS very brief and con

. fined largely to matters of local interest. The notable exception is the fol
lowing : 

" THE SO-CALLE D G HAND LODGE OF ONTAUHJ ." 

" I am very much pleased to be able to report to this Grand I.odge, thitt 
during the past year (pursuitnt to the authority granted at our last meeting) 
such arrangements hitve been made with the members of this organizittion 
itS effectually to sweep this body out of existence for I trust all time to come. 
Th eir charter (granted by the Provll1cial Government) has been transferred 
to myself and the (,rand Secretary, as trnstees for this Grand Lodge, all 
witrnwts issued to subordinate lodges, the seal and all other books and prop
erty of this so-citJl ed body, hitve been, or are being, ' delivered up and are 
now in possession of this Grand Lodge. AlIlllembers of this so-ca lled gritnd 
body wh o ha ve applied, have been healed and declared their allegiance to 
t his Grand Lodge. Many of them have applied for itffiliation t.o our lodges, 
and a re now act ive and useful members of this Grand Body. The surrender 
is voluntary and complete-the only concession gran ted being t hat members 
of the extinct body hold ing the rank of Past Mastel' therein are conceded 
that rank in any of om lodges with wbich they may affiliate or to which they 
may be admitted." 

This certainly is gratify ing intelligence: there is one thing lacking, bow

ever ; a list of those made in the lodges of this organization who have not been 
healed. ought to be furnished. One of them applied for recognition or to be 

put in good stand ing, to a lodge of another grann. jurisdiction: the question 

was a difficult one, but it was decided that the Gmnd Lodge of Canada had 

by its recent action, given such a status to the. e parties itS to allow the heal

ing of them in another jurisdiction: we think that the decision was cOlTect, 

but a declaration on the part of the Grand Lodge of Canada, in the matter, 

is highly desirable, to avoid poss ible complicittions. 

As heretofore, the reports of the District Deputies make quite a feature, 
taking up over one hundred and fifty pages in the body of the volume. They 

a re full, but as a rule condensed, itnd gi ve an itpparently correct view of the 

condit ion of the lodges. 

The commi ttee well say: 
" We are again enabled to congratulate Grand Lodge on "the fidelity and 

zeitl of the D. n. G. M. 's in the discharge of their duty. The great pros
perity which we enjoy is no doubt <tttribu table to the painstaking and in· 
telligent band of brethren who, having the interest of the craft at heart, 
make great sacr ifices in order to honestly perform their alloted tasks." 
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We find that only five lodges cut of the three hundred and fifty. six were 

not visited, and . three of these were in a district over one thousand miles in 

extent and which it would require several weeks' time to visit. 

Of tlUl "Condition of the Craft," the committee says: 

" The Grand Master rtnd Grand Lodge are to be congratulated on the con
tinued prosperity of the craft. Notwithstrtntling the hani times through 
which we are passing and the excitoment created through . rtlrtrming rUInors 
of war between the Mother Country and other nations, the stertdy growth of 
our membership still continues, the majority of the lodges are financia lly 
sound and peace and harmony exist within our borders. The several visits 
made by the M. W. the Grand Master throughout the jurisdiction have been 
of incalculabl e benefit , and, with the ass istance of his various D. D. G. M. 's, 
he has been enrtbled to promote good fellowship and to induce .lead ing rtnfl 
intelligent men in the community to knock rtt our doors for admission. We 
predict that the nrtme of M. W. Bro. White will ,tlways be refel'l'ed to by 
the members of the jurisdiction with love and respect. The reports ~f the 
vario\ls D. D. G. M. 's teem with information and advice, and we strongly 
recommend same to the careful perusal of the brethren." 

They add that a very decided improvement is apparent in lodges "here

tofore reported rtgainst," fol' which the Deputies are entitled to credit. 

The followiug was adopted : 
"The place where a candidate is constantly employed and is in receipt of 

his wrtges or salary, though uot strictly speaking his place of res idence, may 
be treated by him as such for the purposes of this and the next preceding 
clause. " 

This seems objectionable, because it gives some candidates an option of ap
plying in either of two different places: and unless the provision is limited 

to cases in which both the residence and the place where he is employed are 

both within the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge, serious complications are 

likely to arise, involving difficulty with the Grand Lodge within whose jl\l'is

diction the candidate's real residence is located. 

The Report on Correspondence (116 pp.) was presented by 131'0. HENR\' 

HOBBRTSON. He rtdheres very strictly to > his former practice of giving a 

brief abstract with extracts relating to important matters. 

In his Introduct.ion, however, he gives rt very interesting summary in rp

latioll to Grand Representatives : 

"GRAND REPRESBNTA'I'IYEs.-The practice of the rtppointment of }lepre· 
sentatives to and from Grand Lorlges has been abolished in the jurisdictions 
of Iowa, Kentucky, Oklahomrt, Pennsylvallia, Tennessee, Washington and 
Wyoming. This practice dates back over one hundred years. In 1779 'the 
Grand Lodge of Germany b,wing applied for leave to send a ]{epreseutative 
to the Grand Lodge of England, in order more effecturtlly to cement the 
union and friendship of the brethren of both countries, brothel' John Leo
nardi was appointed to that office. The request being complIed with, a reso
lution prtssed, that in compliment to the Grand Lougp of Germany brothel' 
I.eonardi should wertI' the clothing of a Granel Officer and rank next to Past 
Grand Officers in all the public meetings of the Society.' 

"In liQO, the Baron de Silverhjelm was received by the Grand Lodge of 



-
C orrespo1ldence-C a1Zada. 295 

England as th e ltepresentative of the Grand Lodge of Sweden, and accorded 
a seat with the Grand Officers at all meet ings of the Grand Lodge. 

" , At the Grand Lodge in February , I80:!, tbe Earl of Moira stated to the 
brethren that the lodges in Berlin, under the auspices of the King of Prussia, 
had solicited the influence of the Duke of Sussex to carryon a friendly com
Illunicat.ion with the Grand L odge of England, and had expresscel a readi
ness on their part as far as it was co nsistent with the duty they owed to 
their own masonic jurisdiction, to act in nnison with their brethren in Eng
land, in promoting all the general principles of the in stitution , and in extend
ing relief to distresseel masons; on whic h it was immediately resolved , that 
a friendly communication should be kept up with our brethren in Pruss ia 
and every attention paid to their future recommendations. 

" , At the Granll Lodge in May following, a nother application was made 
through the Sftme channel, from four lodges ill Portugal, which had em
powered M. Hypolite dft Costa to act as their Representative in the Grand 
Lodge of England, and in their nam e to solicit ft regular authority to prac
ti ce the rites of the order under tile English banner and protection. After 
mature deliberation iL was determined that every encouragement should be 
g iven to the brethren in Portugal, a nd a treaty was immediately entered in
to and signed by brothers Da Costa a nd Heseltin e, then Grand Treasurer of 
the Grand L odge, and approved by the Grand Master , whereby it was 
agreed that as long as the Portuguese lor.ges should conform to the anc ient 
constitutions of the order, they shodd be empowered to have a Representa
tive ill the Granel Lodge of Engla nd, and thaL the Grand I,odge of Englalll.l 
should have a Representativ{\ in the Grand Lodge of Portugal, and that the 
brethren belonging to each Grand Lodge should be equally entitled to the 
privileges of the other.' " 

He might, have added truly that in a majori ty of the Grand LoJges which 

have abandoned the system, the faul t was plainly in indiscreet aud over

zealous brethren, rather than in the system, changed for the worso, how

over, from the original system. 

In his review of Maine, he says: 

" He decided that a lodge has no right to payout of its treasury the ex
penses of its annual receptions, the p rincipal feature of which is danoiug. 
'Nor is it masonic to a(lvertise Masonry in that manner, or allY other.' In 
the face of th is very strong condemnation of advertising Masonry, we are 
surprised to find on the uext page of the Grand Master' s address, t hat he 
publicly installed the officers of two lodges, delivering a n address on each 
occasion. 'The customary banquet was a feature of each enter tainment.' 
Some people have very queer ideas as to what advertising means. The ad
dresses of the Grand Master on these occasions doubtless contained some 
eulogistic remarks on t he Masonic Fraterni ty, and they were addressed to 
those who were not maRons. For what purpose? Of course not to induce 
them to become masons, for that would certainly be advertising Masonry. 
What then could have been the object we are at a loss to conjecture. The 
solemn vows and promises made by each officer as he was installed must 
have been intended to impress the ollts ide public with some ideag of the ex
cellence of Masonry else why do it in public? Then if the public are im
p:·essed with the excellence of our institntion, they will doubtless des ire to 
join. Then what is the whole busineRs any way but' acl-vcnising Masonry' ? 
They may shelter themselyes behind their hundred years of custom and 
usage but neither one hundred or one thousand years of such a custom will 
nullify the fact that these public appearances are more or less' advertis'ing 
Masonry.' " 
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Yes. "Some people do have very queer ideas as to what advertising 

means," and we are constrained to class our brother among the "some 
people"! From time immemorial, it has been the custom of Free and Ac

cepted Masons to appear in public and bury their dead with their own forms 

and ceremonies. Has th is been done to "advertise Masonry":> .It has also 
been the custom for thll -Grand Lodge to lay corner stones with great pomp 

and ceremony; has this been done to "advertise Masonry " 1 The old 

books are fnll of acconnts of cases in which Grand Lodges, with large escorts 

of subordinates, appeared in public and perf0rmed public services peculiar to 

the craft: was this done, to advertise Masonry ? No more are pnblic in

stallations; so unless masonic funerals are" advertising Masonry" accord

ing to onr brother' s ideas of the meaning of the express ion, public installa

tions are not. 

COLOR.ADO, 1896 

A t the opening of the session the Representatives of other Grand Lodges 
were called to the East, and fmternally welcomed by the Grand Master , to 

whom Past Grand Master H~N){Y P. H. BROMW EL L eloquently responded. 
The Grand Master (WILLIA)I D. PrE){C~), in his address, annonnced the 

death of Past Grand Master W~nSTEIl D. ANT H ONY, who died.Tune 22,18911, 

in the fifty-ninth year of his age. F or thirty-two years he had been a 

mason, and has been a very prominellt figure in the Mas011ry of Colorad o 
dming the whole time. 

Of the condition of the craft, the Grand Master says: 

" I am pleased to report to you, jndging from my correspondence, visita.
tions and observations. that the craft in our jurisdiction is in a fair state of 
prosperity, notwithstanding the continued financial depression. While ~here 
has been but little work, as compared with former years, the material pre
sented, I am advised, has been of excellent character. The reports of lodges 
show the membership to be about the same as last year. 

" It is pleasant to report that no grievance of any moment ha~ been 
brought to my notice, that Ims not been amicably adjusted; ar,d no internal 
dissensions exist to disturb the peace and harmony of our lodges. 

" The general financial condition of a majority of onr subordinate lodges 
is not as good as we would like. The constant drain upon them for chari
table purposes during the past few years, and the fraternal courtes ies ex
tended to many of the members, have lpft depleted treasuries. However, 
we cannot but feel encouraged at the prospect of a bright futnre, and as the 
dark clouds lift, we catch glimpses of the silver lining." 

Of the Wisconsin proposition, he says: 

"I find that some Grand Jnrisd ictions have adopted it as presented; others 
adopt.ed it with a slight modification; a few have the matter under adv ise
ment, and some reject it promptly. At. first thonght, my feelings led me to 
look favorably upon the proposition, but after much research and con
Sideration, J can find no maso nic law or precedent, eiLher ancient 0 1' modern, 
which can justi fy placing charity, the key-stone of our moml 1trch, on the 
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same level with health insurance. And no one can reasonably expect a 
Grand Master or a Grand Lor\ge, in cases bordering on innovat.ion, to act 
affirmatively on any proposition, as long as it appears unsupported by usage, 
precedent, 0 1' the fundamental principles of the craft. The committee, I am 
informed, will present a report at this session. " 

Among his decisions is the foll owing : 

"In the absence of the Worshipful Master and Wardens, a Past Mastel' 
can not open the lodge. Past Masters possess no greater authority in this 
respect than any other me III bel'. " 

As th is is contrary to the old law and the old usage, and the present usage 
of the Grand Lodge of England , the ;\1:other Grand Lodge, we presume it 

is based upon some special prov is ion of the constitution of this Gmnd Lodge. 

He a lso decid ed as follows: 

"It is a masonic offence for th e Maste r or Wardens of a lodge to make 
known to anyone the number of black balls cast in the rejec ti on of an ap
plicant. A brothel' seeking such information is subject to discipline." 

We are quite aware that this is held to be the la w pretty gencrally , but for 

all that, we don't believe in it. It is contrary to the old custom in this part 

of the masonic world , and, moreover, we hold that every member has a right 

to know what takes place in the lodge, and we ha\ 'e never been able to find 

any authority fo r holding that the Master and Wardens have allY right to 

suppress knowledge of what takes place in open lodge from the members, 

unless, as in some instances is th e ffLct, the express law of the jurisd iction so 

provides, but we holtl such a law to be contmry to the pr in cipleti which gov

em the relat ion of members of lodges to each other. 

He mfLde the followi ng decis ion: 

" To be in good lI1fLsonic standing as req uired by the Constitut ion and 
By-Laws of our GrfLnd Lodgf\, a brother must have received the degrees of 
R. A., F. C. and M. M., in a just fL nd regu larly constituted lodge of A. F. 
& A. M., and be a member of a nd in good sta.nd ing, in a regula r lodge." 

But the Gran~ Lodge changed it, so tha.t it stands as foll ows: 

" The masonic standing of any brothel', be he E. A. , F. C. or M. M., is 
only impaired by a sentence of a lodge, after due trifLl." 

And this is t.he correct proposition. 

We quote the following decision, approved by the Grand Lodge, as bear

ing upon a question tbat has a ri sen in our ow n jurisdiction: 

"If a deceased brother is to be sent to some distant point for burial , the 
brethren may, out of respect for h is memory, open the lodge, form pro
cess ion and escort the remains to the railway depot, or other conven ient 
place of transit; and then retul'l1 tn the lodge room, closing in clue form. " 

The Burial Service, prepared by Past Grand Master BROMWELL, bad been 

printed and circulated and was in use in most of the lodges. 

Among the mason ic publications, the receipt of which is ack nowledged, 

are the Masonic Token and Masonic Journal of Portland. 
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The Secretary expresses the hope that, at no distant day, the history of 

Masonry in Colorado will be compiled, and recommends that all the prom

inent members of the Grand Lodge be asked to prepare brief biographical 

sketches of themselves and present the same, with their cabinet photographs, 

to the Grand Secreta,ry for preservation. He recommended further, that a 

historical r egister of the-members of the jurisdiction be prepared. 

Bro. PAIl""LB" presented the communication frolll our Grand Lodge in 
relation to rejec ted candidates, and it was referred to the Committee on 

Jurisprndence, whose report, as follows, was adopted: 

" We have examined the circular issued by ~he Grand Lodge of Maine, 
regarding jurisdiction over rejected cand idates, as carefully as the limited 
time will permit, and we believe this 0 1' similar legislation should be adopted. 
We recommenn that it be recommitted to the Committee on Jurisprndence, 
with instructions to report at our next. annual communication such legis la
tion as they think should be adopted." 

The Committee on the Washington Memorial presented a report, favoring 
memorial services on the one-hundredth anniversary of the death of Wash

ington, and adding: 

"This committee is now furth er of the opinion that the Grand Lodge of 
Virginia should be formally req uested to take the leadership, adopt such 
plans as to it may seem best, and the committee from this Grand Lodge cu
operate with the Grand Lodge of Virginia in carrying out those plans. As a 
matter of fact, the memorial exercises originally proposed would neces.~arily 
be under the auspices of the Grand Lodge of Virg inia, if a national gather
ing of Grand Lodges, or their Representatives, should be undertaken, fur 
such a gathering and the memorial addresses should be held only at Monnt 
Vernon. " 

This action in giving the leadership of this matter to the Grand Lodge of 

Virginia is highly proper, and we are very glad to find that while the Grand 

Lodge of Colorado inaugurated the movement, it has such a sense of the fit

ness of things as to defer to the Grand I,odge of Virginia. 

A very eloqnent tribute to the dead of the year was prooented by Bro. 

Gnlm NLEAl', the whole of which we would like to copy, did space allow. 

The following in relation to n on-affiliates was adopted: 

"Non-affiliation is canse for discipline, and all non· affiliates, who have 
not made application for membersh ip in some lodge in this Grand Jurisdic
tion, with in one year, shall not be entitled to visit any lodge more than 
twice during the year, or join any masonic procession, nor be entitled, as a 
matter of right, to masonic relief or burial." 

We presume that the corresponding provision that a non affiliate shall 

have the absolnte right to join any lodge in the jurisdiction at his discretion, 

is a lso law. It cannot be that the Grand Lodge of Colorado sanctions the 
discipline of a mason for what he is utterly powerless to prevent_ 

The committee to which was referred the 'Wisconsin propoRition, sub

mitted a report, in which they say: 
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" The experience of this jurisdiction ill the matter of re-imbursement has 
been in d irect line with t hat of our Wisconsin brethren, and we therefore 
the more rcadily comprehend the motives and incentives which led to t ile 
fo rmulation of the proposit ion sublUitted. 

"The lIIovem ent in the d irection of 'organized chari ty' has been steadily 
growing for man y years past, with the result that the sense of ind ividual 
obligation has been weakened in like proportion. We have come to regard 
applicants for relief in too many instances as 'suspects,' to be turned o\'er 
to Relief Boards or to the dispensers of ' charity funds,' and have tbus 
grown callous a nd indifferent to dist ress, just in proportion as charity has 
been administered upon' business principles.' E very brothel', in his inner 
consciousness, Illust admi t his own sin of omiss ion in this respect and the 
truth of this statement . 

.. Our Wisconsin brethren claim that the adopt ion of the proposition will 
not do away with the dut,y of indi vidual charity, as lIIany contend, but that 
t he aim is 'to put lodge charity on a systematic basis, inste,ld of the present 
chao tic cond ition.' 

" While such, no doubt, is the in tention of the proposed plan, its practi
cal effect is to pattern Masonry after the Illulti tude of benefit societies, 
which meet us on every hanel. There is but one mason's lodge, sy mboli
cally speaking, ana that extends in length, from east to west; in breadth, 
from north to Routh; in he ight, from the earth to the highest heavens; in 
depth, from the surface to th e center. A nd a lodge is said to be of these vast 
dimensions, why? To denote the universality of Masonry, and to teach us 
that a mason's charity shoulel be equally as extensive. 

" Though the lodge uuiversa l is a n aggregation of distinct lodges, yet, 
wherever a mason's footsteps may wan ~l e r, he is st ill beneath its broad 
canopy, and as it has been often said: ' He linels in every clilll e a brother 
and in every la nd a horne .' 

" While pages might be covered in the elucidat ion of this principle of 
masonic: charity, t he above contains the very pith and substance of fL Il the 
masonic teachings. We therefore recommend the adoption of the fo llow
illg: 

"Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of Coloradu declines to endorse the 
proposition of the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin , for the r eason that it is op
pORed to the introduction into the system of Freemasonry of any ferLtllre 
that tends in the direction of compulsory relief." 

We quote the whole of this, as in fact" containing the very pith and sub

stance of mason ic t eaching upon the subject." The report was accepLed 

and the resolution adopted . 

Th e Report on CorreHpondence (220 pp.) was presented by Bro. LA WHEN e l': 

N. GIlEENLEAF. It is one of those wonderful abstracts, with explanatory 

extracts, which he has been in the habit of making; but occasionally he 

comments somewhat fully. 

Noticing the expulsion of mp. mbers evad ing payment of dues, he says : 

" Whatever may have intluenced the action of the several lodges in ex
pelling the ir members for snch neglec t, we do not believe so severe a penalty 
should be intlictecl. Suspension or dropping from. .the r oll has generally 
been regarded as sufficient penalty for this offence. !n how malty lodges 
is it asserted that brotber Blank is well able to pay his clues and that he 
should be compelled to do so or bp. expelled from the fraternity. Subse
quently it is learned that alt hough seemingly well off, his affairs were in 
suc\: a cond ition that it was utterly impossible for him to do so. It will be 
Haid by Rome, why did he not appear and show canse why he Rhonld not be 



300 Correspondence-Colorado. 

diRciplined and ask an extension of time or a remission of his ones? .For 
the reason that nothing is so sensitive as a man's cred it. If brother Blank 
had done anything of the kind, in twenty-four hours th e bntcher, the baker 
and the canrllestick maker would have been apprised of the fact that Bro. 
B. was ' hard up,' and through that very plea for clemency from his masonic 
brethren, the harpies of the outside world would have ponnced upon him 
and made things deciaedly unpleasant in the way of compassing his min. 
Bro. B. therefore decides wisely 01' unwisely to let the lodge pnnish him for 
being guilty of not having sufficient 'filthy lucre' to pay his dues. The 
cases like the above may be !lumbered by thousands. But it may be said 
that his revelation of his pecuniary circumstances would be held sacreo 
within the tiled recesses of the lodge. It ought to be, but is it? In twenty
four hours or less, as stated above, the bad news would have traveled in 
seven league boots and brother B. would be covet ing a pail' of the same that 
he might put a goodly dista!lce between himself and the swarm of creditors 
with which he was suddenly confronted." 

We have heretofore expressed similar views, especffilly that it is the rule 

rather than the exception, that parties really unable to pay their dues pre

fer to submit to adver~e fate than to state the matter in the lodge, and really 

we believe, that before charges a re preferred, therfl ought to be a friendly 

investigation of the circumstances, and very likely a personal interview with 

the party, in order to see whether the non-payment of dues is careless or 
willful neglect, or really inability. Our observation fully supports these 

views expressed by Bro. GREEKr.J;A!F. 
I n another place he adds: 

"Such being his experience, can you wonder that thousands of deserving 
brethren are sllspende(1 rather than ask for clemency in open lodge\' It 
should be so that a brother could go to the Worshipful Master and state his 
circumstances and have an extension of time or remission gmnted him wit.h
out publicity. It is doubtful if a solution of the problem will be very speed
ily reached. The statistics last year of Grand Lodges in the Uuited States 
show that some 17,000 were suspended for non-paymen t of d(Ies. While it 
is doubtless true in a majority of instances that' their page on the recurlls 
will be filled with better material , ' there a re thousands of whom t his cannot 
be truthfully said." 

In relation to the maki!lg of masons at sight by the Grand Master, he 

says: 

"From 1862 to 1875, the constitution of this Grand Lo(lge, among other 
powers of the Grand Master enumerated in article IX, contained the fol
lowing : 

" ,It is his prerogative to makfl masons at sight, ~Llld for this purpose lIlay 
summon to his assistance such brethren as he may deem necessary.' 

, . In 1875 the revised constitution was adopted and the above paragraph 
no longer appeared. Under' Grand Master,' sect ion 12 reads as follows: 
'The Most Worshipful Grand Master shall have and enjoy all the powers 
and prerogatives conferred by the ancient constitutions and usages and htnd
marks of :Freemasonry.' 

" While the prerogative has never been exercised in this district, it has 
nevertheless been deemed to exist. 

" The report of the above committee is a valuable contribution in support 
of the negative side of the question, but we are not wholly convi nced of its 
correctness. 
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"If it shall be shown that the prerogative referred to is au inherent right 
of the Grand Master, neither the Grand Lodge of :\lississippi nor any other 
Grand Lodge can dispossess him of that right, 'Usage,' whether for 120 or 
200 years, certainly lllust enter largely in to the determination of the ques
tion, " 

, In relation to Pennsylvania, he S,tys: 

"Pennsylvania is isolated from her sister jurisdic ti on, not only in 
the view taken by her Oll this question, but as regards ritual, public installa
tions, etc, Discussion is useless, Let us agree to disagree, since Pennsyl
vallia follows the Dermott traditions and knows no slmdow of turning," 

We do not think there has been any disposition by the masons outside of 

Pennsylvania to criticize her peculiarities, except in reply to advers3 criti

cism of the other jnrisdictions. The aggressive discussion was commenced 

by Pennsylvania, and has been constantly repeated by her Grand Masters 

in their addresses to the craft in that State, and by other speakers and writ

ers in speaking and writing to ]Jennsylvania masons. If she had claimed that 

usage in that jurisdiction justified her course, and allowed other jurisdic

tions to be governed by the salJle rule, there would have been no particular 

cause for the discussions which have taken place; but when the officials of 

one Grand Jurisdiction in their official utterancts accuse substantially all of 

the other jurisdictions of violating the landmarks of Masonry, etc., it can

not be passed over in silence. 

Bro. GREl';NL l';A F, in his review of Maine, notices Ollr inquiry in relation 

to the 173~ Constitutions, as published in 1740. He questions the accllracy 

'of Dr. MACKEY' S statement, which we e mbodied in ollr repurt last year. 

He has a copy of those Constitutions, pmporting to be published in 17:]8, 

and produces internal evidence that the statement that the Grand L orlge 

. withheld its sanction to this ed ition, is utterly erroneous, We are beginning 

to be of the opinion that the same course was taken with these Constitutions 

as was taken in the case of some of the earlier editions of Webb's Monitor. 

The sheets of that book were kept, and additional sheets inserted, so that 

s01l1e copies contain an account of events which took place some years after 

the original publication of the book. We are inclined to think, th erefore, 

that in ordm' to malee a better sale, perhaps this euition in 1740 was published 

in the manner which has been described, viz: substituting a new title page 

fol' the old one. 

CONNECTICUT, 1896. 

An excellent engraved portrait of the r etiring Grand Mastel', .JAMES H. 

WELSH, is given as a frontispiece. 

Several emergent communications were held, one to lay a corner stone: 

the ceremonies were performed by the Grand Lodge nt 1l1bor. 
Among the deaths announced by Grand Master WELSII is that of Past 
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Gi'and Master EOWAIW B. ROWE , who will be pleasantly remembered by 

Maine masons on account of his visit to our Grand Lodge a few years ago 
and the very favorable impression that he made. 

The Grand Master decided that in the absence of the Master and Wardens, 
the District Deputy, a~ the representative oj the Graml Ma8te)', may open the 

lodge. This illustrates the impolicy of departing from the ancient usages: 

under them a Past Master could have opened the lodge, without resorting to 

a method that seems to have been qnestionable in Connecticnt and is not 

justified in jurisdictions in which the Deputy is the representative of the 

Grand Lodge. 

Another decision of the Grand Master approved by the Grand Lodge is 

of mterest to us in Maine. In Connecticut as in Maine, a member of a lodge 

may apply for affiliation in another lodge a nd be elec ted; but his new mem
bership does IIOt begin until he files his dimit with the Secretary. A mem

ber applied to another lodge anri was accepted: at tlte next meeting, a new 

ballot was called for and he was rejected, and the question was as to his 

status and as to the legali ty of the second ballot. The decision was that if 

he had not taken his dimit, he was a member of the original lodge, but if 
he had taktln his dimit the subsequent action of the lodge was void. 

The general principle is, that when a transaction of th is charar,ter depends 

npon the will of both the parties, either party has a right to withdraw, as 

long as the consummation of the transaction rests in the will of either party, 

so that the first branch of the decision is beyond question correct; that is to 
say, that if the act ion of the second lodge is resc inded before he took his 

dimit froJ]) the other lorlge, the recis ion is valid, and the matter is in the 

same condition as if nothing had ever been done: But there are modifica

tions of the principle just stated, ,and one of them is, that if the party, who 

has something to do, has already taken steps in that direction which he can
not v,nclo, the other party cannot withdraw, so that we hold that the second 

branch of the decision is valid , amI it was too late for the lodge to call for 

a new ballot, after the applicant had taken his dim it from the other lodt:e , 

with a view of joining the second. 

FrOID the statement of the Grand ]''laster and the reports of the District 

Deputies, and the accounts of the vis itations, we judge that tll p, craft are in 

a reasonably flourishing condition. One ev il bael been found to exist. 
Members leaye the jurisdiction of their lodge for parts unknown, and noth

ing is heard from them afterwards, until perhaps the lodge is called upon 

to relieve them. To remedy this evil , the Grand Lodge adopted a regula

tion that lodges might drop from the roll members who have been absent 

and have not been heard frolll for the seven preceding years. 

The Grand Secretary reports the printing of fire thousand copies of the 

Constitution and General Hegulations of the Grand Lodge, which had been 
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very freely distributed to the lodges; in fact, as many copies were sent to 

a lodge as were called for by it. We deem this a wise course. 

Of the condition of the cra ft, the Grand Secretary says: 
"I am pleased to again report the lodges in this jUl'isdiction, with bllt 

few exceptions, in a prosperous condi t ion, and the returns show that more 
than the usual alllount of work has been done, but the increase ill this di
rection is large ly counterbalanced by the increaserl number which have bee n 
dropped from the rolls for non-paY lllent of dues." 

The Grand Lodge adopted the following resolutions: 

" Resolved, Th at there be required to be paid to the Gmnd Lodge from 
each lodge in the jurisdiction, the sum of one dolla r for each member upon 
its 1'0 11 of membership. 

"Resolved, That in estimating their membership all members may be de
ducted who have been masons thirty years, also th ose whose whereabouts 
are not known for five years prev ious. 

"Resolved, Th~t twenty-five pel' cent. of the amount l'Pceived be appro
priated for defmying the expenses of the Grand Lodg!') and seventy-five pel' 
cent. be appropr iated for the purpose of the Mason ic Charity F oundation 
:Fund of Connecticut." 

Onr Connecticut brethren are susta ining the Masonic Charity Foundation 
:Fund with great enthusiasm. 

In' addition to the portrait of the Grand Mastel', we have a portrait of 

EPIIUADl KIIlIll' , copied from a miniature. He was the moving spirit in the 
forlll ation of the Gmnd Lodge, a nd was its firs t Grand Secretary. He was 

a soldier of the Revolution from the breaking out of the war until the sur

render a t Yorktown, and bore upon his person thirteen scars of wounds re

ceived in the service, and at Germantown was left for dead on the fi eld of 

battle. 

The Report on COl'l'espond ence (l 87 pp,) was submitted by Bro. JOHN H. 

BABLo lV. He adheres very closely to his former pmctice of preparing an 

abstract, wi th very generous extracts from the Proceedings reviewed. 

In his review of Indiana, he cop ies from the report of the committee in 

relation to the initiation of a candidate ' in Indiana who had been rejected 
by a lodge in Pennsylvania, and adds: 

" This doctrine is held by at least a large minority of American Grand 
Lodges, among them our own, and to say that it is 'unlllasonic, unconstitu
tional , wrong in theory, and pernicious in action,' is, to say the least, un
charitable and nnjust." 

In his review of Maine, refe\'l'ing to the Hart case, he says: 

" A n interesting case of original jnrisd iction, which we copy for the ben
etit of those who deny that right to Grand Bodies, a right which Connecti
cut has many times, and lawfully, we believe, exercised." 

In relation to physical qualifications, he says : 

"Our views are the same as expressed by Brother Drummond , that there 
are some modifications pruvided that they do not render hilll incapable, 
etc. " 
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Of jurisdi ction over rejectcd candidates, he says: 

.. ThiR can ,md should be done by each jurisdiction recognizing the laws 
of ot.her jurisdictions on the subject, and requiring ' a waiver in each casco 
We lIa ve on our tablc several applications awa iting such action, for appli
callts who have been rejec ted in sister jurisd ictions, who lIlllst procurc such 
release before their petition cau be received." 

And in summing up this matter, iu his conclusion, he says: 

" No new subject of discussion has been presented, though some of tllC 
old ones have been brought to notice, prominent among them being that of 
]Jerpetual Jurisdiction; some cla im the holding of which is confined to a 
few of the older jurisdictions. We have endeavored to look the subjec t up, 
anri we find it held in the following jurisdictions, though in some of them 
modified so as to apply only in its grand jurisdiction or for a limited time, 
in case of remov,tl, viz: Alabama, Arkansas, Connecticut, Delaware, Dis
trict of Columbia, Georgia, Illinois, Indian Territory, Iowa, Louisiana, 
]\[aine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Miss iss ippi, Montana, Nebras
ka, Kew JIampshire, New York, North Carolina, Oklahoma, Ohio, Oregon, 
Pennsylva.nia, Hhode Island, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, West Virg inia, 
South Carolina and Wyoming-thirty-one. Those who reject the doctrine 
are: Arizona, California, Colorado, Floridlt, Idaho, Indiana, Kansas, Ken
tucky, Minn esota, Missouri, Nevada, New Mexico, North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Utah, Vermont, Wisconsin and Washington-eighteen. If we 
have placed any on the wrong side, it has been ur,intentional, as we have 
taken our information from the proceedings and not by correspondence." 

This shows the absolute necessity of a uniform rule throughout tbe coun

try: for if we cannot get all the Grand L odges to agree we must get as Illany 

as we can. Of course, mlltual concessions will be necessary, and we greatly 

misjudge the craft, if, when the danger is flllly understood, they do not 
dellland that the problem sh,LlI be solved without disturbing the harmony of 

the craft. 

DELAWAR.E, 1896 . 

The Committee on Credentials reported the names of all entitled to be pres

ent in Grand Lodge, including the Past Masters, but the Grand Secretary, 

with the approval of the Grand Master, omits tbe list from the Proceedings, 
sitying it would only be a repetition of what is printed elsewhere. This was 

wise. But we desire to inquire if it would not be wiser still to go a step fur

ther. Is not the object of a Committee on Credent ials, by general usage 

itnd the reason of having one, to ascerta in who are entitled to be present 

and (we present? If tbis is not tbe office of such a committee of what pos

s ible good can it. be1 Every assembly, in order to do business properly, 

ought to know wbat duly qualified members of it are present. Such has 

been the uniform usage in this section of the countl'y in all assemblies in 

which sllch a committee is appointed: in cases in which a given number 
mnst be present to make a quorum, it is absolutely necessary. 

Of the cOllllitiOll of the craft the Grand Mastel' (.JosI::pn L. C.IIIALL) says: 
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" Prosperity ;wd Sllccess have attended tlte efforts of the seveml lodges 
wiLhin this jurisd iction to a most marked degree when the condition~ of the 
temporal world be considered. The reports frolll the several subordinate 
lodges will reveal that there have been raised, adm itted, and re-instated in 
the aggregate, 111 ; as against dimissions, deaths, suspensions, and expul
sions, 54; show ing a net gain for the past year of 57. Every lodge has had 
,L fail' number of candidates. 

" .In view of the crisis in the business worlel, the panic in the financinl 
marts, the general upheaval of affairs, the continued unsettled condition ill 
every phase of life, during the most remarkable years of ISD5-fI6, I am con
strained to say fLJ1(i believe that the progress made by our craft is most 
grat ifying and highly satisfactory." 

He knows whereof he speaks, because he ha(\ visited every lodge in the 

state and some of them twice. 

The Grand Master of Pennsy lvania asked for release of jlll'isdicLion in two 

cases, in e:lCh of which a candidate had been rejected by a Delaware Lodge: 
in one case, t i, e release was gmnted and the necessary cunsent g iven by the 

lodge: in the other they were refused: it is safe to say that the lodges in 

Pennsylvania accepted the situa tion, and in the latter case the petition was 
not entertained. 

One curious case was before the Grand Lodge. It has the following regu
lation: 

" • All subordinate lodges are proh ibited frOtll receiving and acting upon 
a peLition for initiation or membership from an.v person engaged in the sale 
of intoxicating li<juors as a beverage, and all masons are frar.el'll ally adv ised 
anrl requested to refrain frolll engaging in th e liquor traffic.' " 

A mason rLpplied for membership. His wife was proprietor of a hotel and 

had a liquor license in her own name. He, as her agent, helped "run the 

hotel," but lmd nothing to do wit.1t dispensing the liquor. It was held that 

he did not come within t he prohibition. But the committee furth er said: 

"But believing that the enactment of said resolution was a mistake, un
wise, uncalled for, and unmasonic, in that it erected a new disqualification 
of the applicants of Masonry, other than those provider\ by the ancient 
landmarks, which your committee deny the right and rLllthority of any 
UtaSOll ic body to add to, 

"The moml qualifications should be decided by the members of the sllb
ordinate lodges in each and every case. 

"Your committee would recommend the rescinding of Section 3 as passed 
October, lS!J5, page 325, Grand Lodge Report." 

But their reco mmendation was not adopted. 
We commend the following to the attention of those who claim that there 

is no special s ign ificance in t he ballot: 

"Suffer me, my brethren, ill calling your attentiou to a danger which 
confronts ltS, to enjoin upon you with emphasis that this poison be not in
jected into our system. Injury to onr royal craft can come only through its 
component elements. It is no secret, indeed it is an open fact, that Masonry 
has become too popular. This cOll<iiLion has induced many to seek, through 
the suffrages of the members, to obtain OUI' secrets, to acquire a mere smat-
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tering of OUl' ri tu~l , t(l comprehend practically nought of the sweep of om 
noble principles, to gratify a s inister personal desire to be classed a mongst 
om brot.herhood for reasons and objects foreign to t heir avowed p m poses 
alld antagonist ic to the principles of our instiLUtion. 

" We have a so vereign r emedy for this disease, full and complete so far 
as the future is concem ed. The investigatioll committee a nd th e ba llot box 
-that palladium of the integrity of Masonry-offer this remedy. 

" Let none hesitate to perform his duty without fear or favor, when dou bt
ful material seeks the privileges a nd benefits of our fraternity. I.et not 
captious doubts or misgivings or personal piques or prejudice or past quar
rels alone govern your ac tion. Let ra ther the' square of virtue a nd moral
ity' be applied, as true masons so well know how to apply it, to the past 
and present character of the materia l brought up to our temples for inspec
tiOIl , a nd let it be accepted and passed on, 0 1' rejected in accordance with 
its proved fitll ess or unfitn ess fol' adornment 01' use in onr Temples. IL is a 
prj vilege we confer. It is a right none can demand." 

The following is of interest to us: 

"A re-statement of a proposition in relat ion to masonic relief was rece ived 
from the M. "V. Grand Lodge of Wiscollsin, a nd askiltg that this Grand 
Lodge take favorable action thereon. P. G. M., V. V. Ha rrison, moved 
that the communication from vVisconsin be accepted and noted on the min
utes, a nd the M. W. Grand Lodge of Wisconsin be informed that the Grand 
Lodge of Dela ware do not deem it exped ient to take favorable ac tion ther e
on: which motion was concal'l'ed in. 

"A series of resolutions which have been adopted by the M. W . Grand 
L odge of Maine in refe rence to the necessit y of uni form legislation in rela
ti on to the admiss ion of r ejected cand idates and r equesting t he fratern al 
considerati on thereof by this Grand Lodge, were presented by Bro. ,Jacob 
H . Emerson, the Hepresentative of the Grand Lodge of Maine. On motion 
of Bro. L. H. ,Jackson, the resolut ions were referred to the COlllmittee on 
Jurisprudence. " 

The practice described in the followillg r esolu tion prevails in but a very 

fe w jurisdictions : 

" Resolved, And it is Il ereby declared to be the iaw a nd custom of t hi s 
jurisd iction , t hat in the a bsence of the Worshipful lIIaster of a lodge, the 
Senior Warden, a nd in his absence t he Junior Warden, shall pres ide over 
a nd tra nsac t all the business of the lodge, except conferring the degrees, 
unless he be an actual Past Maste l', provided, however , that the Senior or 
Junior Wa rden, as the case ma.y be, after the transaction of the regular 
business of the lodge, may call a Past Mastel' to preside for the purpose of 
confe rring the degrees only. " 

We wonder what is done when the Maste l' dies. It would scem that there 

must be a new election, or if t he Senior Warden succeeds to the offi ce, he 

mnst be installed a na receive the Past M<lster's degree. 

The Heport 0~1 Correspondence (87 pp.) was presented by Bro. LEWI S II. 

JACKSON. 

W e are glad to find the following: 

"Concern illg the above, we have always helel that a visiting brothel' had 
a right to see the charter of a lodge if he so des ired, ,wei if he had any doubt. 
of the legitimacy of a lodge or the SOllrce of its authority , it would be his 
duty to exa.llline the cha rter. He is entItled to receive lawful masonic ill-
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formation as well as give It, and it should not be considered 'bad taste ' to 
ask for it. There is too much mistaken sensitiveness on this subject." 

* * * * * * * * * 
"Concerning the above, we have always maintained that a mason in a 

strange cOlll lllunity wishing to visit what purports to be a lawful lodge of 
llIasons, Ims the right if he is so disposed, to ask to see the charter, and more 
t.han that it is his duty to do so, if he has any reason to doubt the regularity 
of the lodge. He has the right to know, a lodge is 'lawfully entitled' to re
ce ive the informfttion demanded of him as to his profession, chamcter, and 
standing. We do not see any reason for sensitiveness on the part of a lodge 
when asked in the proper spirit to display their charter, and do not think it 
ought to resent such a request by putt.ing an applicant through too severe 
an examinat ion. Few mftsons will captiously demand to see the charter of 
ft lodge just to displfty whftt mfty be regarlled as some fanci ed 'b'rightness,' 
and a courteous request should be fraternally complied with." 

Of public ceremonies, hI' Sftys: 

" In Delaware the practice is to perform these public ceremonies under 
the ftuthority of an open lodge, the procession returning to the hall after the 
cereillonies, when the lodge is closed, and we can see no objection or impro
priety ill the lodge thus going out in public to perform a ceremony which 
in the nature of things cannot be done in private." 

A nd of " perpetual j u risd iction ": 

" 'I'll!) COlllmi ttee on Jurisprudence did not agree with the Grand Master, 
believing thftt any change in whftt Illinois regards as the general masonic 
law would be in the nature of an 'innovation,' not warranted by the best 
interests of the cmft at large. We believe Delaware adheres to the 'per
petual,' but our own persolJal prediliction is in favor of a 'limit,' in cases 
of removal." 

In his rev iew of Maine, he says : 

,. He says his Gmnd Lodge (like Delaware) ouce adopted the rule of 'no 
ftffi lifl.ti on fee,' but repealed it on the ground that members of smaller and 
weaker lodges left them to join those who had large funds, and he would 
like to know whether this evil has been noticed in Delaware. This com
mittee hfts not noticed such a result." 

Alld in his review of Maryland: 

" We cftn also affirm that more thau thirty years ftgo as Master of a Mary
lanel lodge, for seveml years we conducted many masonic fun erals under the 
authority of open lodge, the procession being duly tiled, and returning to 
lod;re room after ceremonies, where the lod.ge was properly closed and tbe 
brethren dismissed. We never dreamed of performing masonic labor with 
the lodge unopened, called off, or closed." 

We believe Pennsylvania stands a lone in holding the opposite doctrine. 

li e himself gives the answer to the following: 
"Bro. K. says: 'Public installations are permitted in Wyoming, and no 

bad effects have appeared to the naked eye.' Possibly not, but what about 
L:ons istency with the proper regulations of the craft. How are they per
forllled, in open, called oJi, or closed, or no lodge at all ? If open, how can 
the public participate? If otherwise how can mas()nic labor of installation 
be lawfully done? " 

Precisely as hc lll:;ed to perform funeral ceremonies: see above. 
App. 21 G. L. 



308 Correspondence-District of Columbia. 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 1896. 

Several special communications were held: one t() attend the funeral of 

Bro. AIJNER T. LONGLEY, Past J. G. Warden; one for the exemplification 

of the work; and others to perform pnblic ceremonies by the Grand Lodge. 

The decision of a lodge in a case of discipline was set aside because quite 

a number of members left the hall, "some with and some without the per

mission of the Master," after the trial commenced and before it concluded. 

The committee say: 
" Members attending a trial should 1I0t retire without consent of the lodge 

and the accused. 

* * * * * * * * * 
"Leaving all other points aside, your committee is of opltllOn that. be-

cause of the failure to hold the lodge intact as a jnry during the trial, and • 
to oblige every member. present to vote, the case should be sent back to 
Naval Lodge for re-trial or such other disposition as said lodge may see fit 
to make of it." 

We do not fully agree. We believe the pGwer of allowing a member to 

retire rests solely with the Mastel'. Nor do we think that if a member leaves 
the hall without the knowlectge alld consent of the Master, it renders further 

proceedings void. Such member should be ctisciplined. There has been a 

tendency of late to go too far in illLroducing the technical rules of the civil 

law. Under that an accused has the right to a trial by twelve impartial 

men, without whose unanimous assent he cannot be conv icted: if one of 

them has formed an opinion, he cannor sit: but in a masonic trial no such rule 

prevails; if the accused finds members present who have formeci and expressed 

positive opinions, he cannot be heard in objecting to their acting in the 

case, but they are obliged to act. The fact is that a mason ic trial cannot be 

judged by the rules of the civil law, but proceeds upon the assumption that 

the accused is in the hands of his brethren, who will do justice to him and 

to the Institution. 
The Grand Lodge of New Zealand was recognized. 

The Grand Mastel' submitted to the Grand Lodge the question whether a 
candidate who has lost the third finger of his right hand is eligible. In his 

communication, he says: 
"There is no question of the ability of the petit;oner to impart instl'llc

tion, having once obtained it, nor of his thorough competency to compre
hend the instl'llction as we teach it. 

" The ancient charges r equiring 'a perfect youth' or a perfect man, re
felTed, I believe, to the prohibition of eunuchs and men who had lost a lim b. 
I am informed by Freemasons in the East, wbere eunuchs are still found, 
that the latter are rejected even when free born. The purpose of rej ecting 
maimed men, by the ancient operativfl masons, was to prevent the craft 
being burdened. These reasons no longer exist, though the landmarks are 
unchanged. Our constitution does not require a perfect man, but inferen
tially admits that he may have physical defects, but to a limited extent." 

The Grand Lodge decided that the peLition could be received. 
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A resolution was adopted allowing a chapter of the Eastern Star to meet 
in a lodge room, and subsequently the following resolution was adopted: 

"Nesolved, That the Most Worshipful Grand Master be authorized to 
grant any lodge in this jurisdiction permission to allow its lodge room to be 
occupied by any chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star when, in his judg
mellt, the same may be advisable." 

A committee was appointed to take into consideration the procurement of 

,\ site for a new Masonic Temple. 

We very greatly regret to find that the venerable Grand Secretary, WIL· 

LIAM R. SINGl.ETOK, was unable to be presellt on account of illness, and still 
more to learn by snbsequent ad vices that bis illness still continues. 

The Grand Master (GEORGE W. B . .I.(RD) says: 

"Numerically, we bave gained fairly, and in abont the same ratio as the 
increase in populatIOn. The uniform efforts of the Masters to do better, 
more impressive work, is an evidence of their better conception of our beau
tiful symbolism, its elevating influences, its impression upon the hearts and 
the memuries of the candidates. 

"The greatly increased number of rejections of candidates for the degrees 
this year points to the vigilance of the lodges and lends distinction to those 
who have been accepted. The social improvement of our craft is quitll 
noticellble. It is yearly occupying a plane more elevated, more refined. 
The humbl est brother in the lodge is as attentive a listener to our special 
lectures as is the most learned, and is quite as eager to improve both mind 
,and taste . The occasions of our grand visitations have been made by the 
several lodges very pleasurable entertainments, wherein they vie with each 
other for supremacy. " 

lIe evidently does not llOld to the doctrine recently promulgated by a few 
masons, that a rejection has no significance. 

He st<1:.ted that the Grand Secretary had codified the proceedings of the 

Grand Lodge from 1811 to 1845 (those from 1828 to 1845 having never been 

printed), and recommended that five hundred copies be printed, and the 

Grand Lodge adopted the recommendation. 

lIe directed a lodge to return the petition of a candidate, who had been 

rejected in a Baltimore Lodge in 188i, because the petition was "without 

the essential waiver of jurisdiction." 

He says further: 

" I have visited a ll the lodges ih the jurisdiction and have witnessed con
felTing of degrees and routine work there. It affords me pleasure to say 
~hat the' work' has been without fault." 

The lodges in the District are so access ible to the Grand Officers, includ
ing the Grand Lecturer, the system of visitation is carried out more fully 

than in any other jurisdiction, and the result shows the wisdom of the sys

tem. 
The Grand Lodge determined to take measures to procure a site for a new 

Temple and the money to pay for it : the plan was to ask the lodges centrally 
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located to pledge themselves to pay fifty cents a month for each member for 

a term of three years, whieh would amount in three years to about i:)75, OOO: 
th e matter was submitted to the lodges-their action to be reported at a 
special meeting of the Grand Lodge. 

The resolutions of our Grand I,odge in relation to jurisdiction over candi
dates were presented by Bro. G,WllG I~ W A LU CIl , Hepresentfltive of our Grand 
Lodge, and on his motion were referred to the Comm ittee on .Jurisprudence. 

The Heport on Correspondence (102 pp.) \vas prepared by Bro. W,LLI.OJ 

R S'''G L~;TO", but was cut short by his continue,i illness. 
In relation to physical qnalifications, he says: 

"In this cZictutn we heartily concur. When Masonry was only operutive, 
the law of physical ability to perform all necessary labor was essential and 
is so implicitly expressed, that we never could concur in the modern inter·· 
pretation put upon it in the United States Grand Lodges alone, and not in 
all of them either; hence, if a candidate call receive the proper instructions 
of om rituals he is eligible. lIe may not be able to 'impart all of the ritual 
physically, Y(1t he can talk, he can descl'iue what he may be unable to thus 
give and, if he ha.ve the mental qualifications to preside, may be as compe
tent as Master as ,tn Adonis in physical p(,rfections but with an empty head, 
as many presiding officers seem to have sometimes." 

He discusses tue system of Grand Repretientation, but fa lls into error, as 
we think, by assuming that the object of the system is the same as the ob

ject of Ambassadors, &c" under civil a nd intel'l1ationallaw. But" Masonry. 
is a law unto itself," and we are to seek in the usages of the craft and not 
in the practice of profanes for the object of any system which Masol1l'Y has 
adopted, Going back to the origin of this system, we find that it was not 
intended to interfere,in any malln er with the Grand Master and Grand Sec
retary in conducting the relations wit h other Grand Lodges, but to have a 
Representative to perform such fraternal acts in behalf of those whom he 
represelited as occasion should suggest. 

He comments npon a Grand Master's consentlllg to the waiver of jurisdic
tion over a candidate, by a lodge in whose jurisdiction he resided, holding 
that the lodge has full and in herent power in the matter, and no one else 
can legally have anying to say in the matter , and claims that it is a right in
herent in the lodges, and not surrendered by the lodges to the Grand Lodge, 
when charters were made necessary by the regnlations of 1721. The trouble 
with his theory is that territorial jurisd iction of a lodge never existed until 
more than half a century after 1721, and was never heard of, or suggested. 
In this section of the country, it did not exist when we became a member 

of the Grand Lodge, and we assisted in the Grand Lodge of Maine in estab
lishing the law. Its object was not to make candidates the "property" of 
lodges (to use his term) but to prevent the 'etc/mission of unworthy members, 

by compelling Gandidates to apply to the nearest lodge, where presnm'lbly 
they are best known. III all this tiectioll the law establishing the tCl'I'itorial 
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jurisdiction of lodges is a creat ion of the Grand Lodge, by which the privi

lege of a lodge to receive a candidate from anywhere in the state was cur·· 

tailed: the law is a limitatio rl of the former powers of lodges, instead of an 

inherent right in them. 'Ve have reference of course to lodges in the same 
Grand Lodge .Turisd iction. It follows that the Grand Lodge may prescribe 

such rules as it pleases in relation to the waiver of jnrisdiction in favor of 

another lodge, and if the waiver is in favor of a lodge in another jurisdiction, 
we hold that the requirement of having the papers pass through the hands 

ef the Grand Master and have his approval, is ~t wise one. 

In this connection, he repeats his views, in substance, that masonic govern

ment is of the same pattei'll as that of the Uni ted ~tates, oblivious of the fact 

that when our present masonic system was form ed, his system existed 

nowhp,re, and had never been suggested or thought of, save possibly by a 

few philosophers; and that Ollr system was formed by men who held that 

the source of power is in the govern lllent. 

We fully concur in the following: 

" He refers to his having made very few decisions, but he had, however, 
given a great many opinions on various questions submitted to him by the 
Worshipful Masters. Now, in our view of the position of a Grand Mastel', 
whenever he gives an opinion on any masonic question which is to govern 
the action of a Worshipful Master or a lodge, that opinion is in the nature 
of a decision of a masonic question, and is an authoritative d'ictul1!j and should 
he report such action to his Grand Lodge, and, oIJeing new, shoul<l meet the 
approbation thereof, it becom es a rule of the Grand Lodge for futu re guid
ance. " 

But we have noted one ev il: instead of confi ning the decision to the precise 

point decided, there is a tendency to form ulate a general l'lIle broader than 

the decision, which may embarrass subsequent Grand Masters. We speak 

from experience. 

Refel'l'ing to the minority report of Bro. SUII(;r:rz, that when performing 

public ceremonies, the Grand Lodge is open and at labor, he says: 

" In reference to the minority report, we have to s»y that Bro. Schultz 
referred the matter to the writer, and we took great pains in hunting lip the 
record IIpon this subject, and found in all of the old books, Ahiman Rezon, 
&c., the facts as stated in the minority report." 

The following is s()und, and we regret that the doctrine does not prevail 

in all the jurisdictions: 

" Now, just here we would say that a Past Master of any jurisdiction 
where h e presiderl as a Worshipful Master must be considered a Past Master 
wherever he may sojourn , for the same reason that a Mastel' Mason is con
sidered buch a lways and everywhere he may sojourn. So soon as he regu
larly becomes a member of any lodge he is certa inly entitled to all the privi· 
leges of a mem bel'. Then why, when the Past Master of a lodge dimits from 
the lodge over which he presided and becomes a member of any other lodge 
does he lose hiH past rank ? We say the same of a Past Grand Officer. 
'Vhen changing his membership he does not lose the rank he held at home. 
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This is the law of our jurisdiction, and it is correct. It works for good to 
Masonry everywhere it prevails. If the present writer has been uf any ser
vice to Masonry, and he hopes he has, it is due to the fact that when he 
became a member of the Urand Lodge of the District of Columbia it was by 
virtue of the fact that in 1849 he had presided over a lodge in Missouri. So 
you see that' a fellow-feeling .makes us wonderous kind.' " 

His views in relation to objection after ballot are in precise accord with 
our law in Maine. 

He thinks that the Master should vote as a member and have a castin.g 
vote in case of a tie. The practice is not uniform. But we believe that the 
correct rnle is, tllat when the presiding officer is a member of the body and 
has a vote as such, he has no cltsting vote, and a tie is a negative vote. I'Ve 
think also that this rule now generally prevails in the law of our Grand 
Lodges. 

'Ve are somewhat surprised to find the following confirm.ation of our state
ment in relation to the law of tel'l'itorial jurisdiction: 

" Fifty years or more ago what is now called territorial jurisdiction was 
rarely considered. A lodge in any given locality was expected to know 
well the character of any applicant before electing him; the place of his res
idence was not considered. The only question was, is he eligible? This is 
the universal rule iI! every country except the United States." 

We greatly regret til at Maine is among the jurisdictiolls which his illness 
·prevented his reviewing: 

FLORIDA, 1897. 

The portrait of the Grand Master (JA~lES W. BOI' D) is given as a fwnt is
piece. 

He had performed many official acts and rendered a large number of 
decisions, many of them based on local law. 

The Grand Lodge overruled one decision, and we think correctly. The 
by-laws of a lodge provided for the payment of annual dues in advance, on 
a day named. He decided that if a member dimits during the year, he is 
entitled to have a proportionate amount remitted: but the Grand Lodge 
held that when dues are payable on a certain day, the whole amount is pay
able, and if not paid the party owing them is at once in arrears; there can 
be no apportionment unless expressly provided in the by-laws. 

The storm, that swept across the State last September, destroyed the halls 
of, or otherwise severely injured, some twelve lodges, besides destroying the 
homes and other property of many of the members: to five he granted per
mission to issue appeals for aid. On account of the pressure of indebted
ness, the Grand Lodge felt compelled to decline to remit their dues for 18m, 

but gave them an extension of time for payment. 
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Grand Secretary WJ[.IH~ R P. WEBSTIlR submitted a report showing the 

application of business methods in his office, and a constant effort to have 

all thoRe having charge of matters of the craft adopt the same system, and 

he seems to bave been highly successful. 

For example, be says: 
" I have overhauled and classified the Grand Lodge Library. In doing so 

I find that our files of several of the Grand Lodges a re incomplete, and have 
done what I could , without an appropriation for that purpose, to complete 
them. Some of the missi ng copies have been procured by writing to the 
Grand Secretaries, others of earlier dates are 1I10re difficult to obtai n. The 
than ks of the Gmnd Lodgp, are due to Brothers W. A. McLean and W. A. 
Evans for a number of books presented by them. 

* * * * * * * * * 
" The Regulations provide that a record of all charters shall be kept. 

Being unable to find any sllch record, I have had a book made for that pur
pose, and have succeeded in making a fuil record of nearly every charter 
that has been issued by t.his Gra nd Lodge since its organizatio!l." 

'Ve earnestly h ope the foll owing will be nniversally adopted: 

"A number of copies of the Constitutions and Regulations of other Grand 
I_odges h:we been received, with the request that ours be sent in retu rn. I 
would respectfully ask that the Grand Secretary be instructed to send a 
copy of onr new revision to each of the Grand Lodges with which we are in 
fraternal correspondence. " 

Nothing will do more to secure uniformity in masonic law than the exam

ination of the laws of other jurisdictions: but it has, heretofore, been very 

difficult and qu ite expensive to obtain the means of doing so. 

We expect that our Florida brethren will hear further from the follow

ing: 

" Upon motion, duly ca1'l'ied, a dispensation was granted Temple Lodge, 
No. 23, to ballot on a candidate at a called meeting, without waiting the 
required time, in order to furnish material for the exemplification of the 
work in the F. C. degree before the Grand Lodge." 

An immense amount of routine business was done, the Committee on 

Jurisprudence being a lmost overwhelmed with propositions submitted to 

them. Their action, however, recalls the instance of a committee which 

reported" Inexpedient" so often, that it was termed the "Inexpedient 

Committee." But this one gi ves valid reasons for its action. 

While the following is not the precise case which arose in our Grand 

Lodge, the principle applicable is the same: 

" It is not the practice to insert the names of all the members in a charter 
when granted; the names of the officers, only , appea r. The omission of the 
names in this case is a clerical errol', which occurred before the paper 
reached the office of the Grand Secretary, by the omission of the names 
from the petition when the application for charter was being prepared in 
New HiveI' Lodge. The Grand Secretary can be authorized by the action 
of the Grand Lodge to iusert a new and perfect list of the membership of 
the lodge, with the proceedings of the present Grand Annual Comll1unica-
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tion. Meanwbile, the brethren are not affected hy the omission, and are 
and have been cbarter members of the New River Lodge from tbe date of 
the charter, and if their names do not appertr so upon the books and returns 
of the lodge, it is their privilege to have proper amendments made to correct 
their records." 

No Report on Correspondence: but we are somewhat consoled for its ab

sence by the fact that the Grand Lodge is reducing its debt, and in a few 
years it will not be restrained from doing many things which it woulrl like 
to do now but cannot for the want of funds. 

GEOR.GlA , 1896. 

The Grand Master (.JO IIN P. SHANKON) says: 

"Our Great Grand Mastel' has blessed us more than we have deserved, 
for of the officers of the Grand Lodge but one has crossed over the river and 
rests under the shade, and of the eighteen thousand masons in this jurisdic
tion, only a small percentage has sh~lffied off this mortal coil. 0111' State 
has been convulsed with political excitement, financial depression has im
poverished our people, commercial, mannfacturing, agricultural and pro
fessional business have a ll been unprofitable, but through it all our Royal 
Craft bas grown in numbers and increased in moral influence 1I10re tban in 
many years past. Men may be poor, business may be stagnated, politics 
appeal' absorbiug, but Masonry, as long as its precepts are practiced, will 
command the approval and receive the support of all who understand and 
appreciate a society whose sole aim is the mental and moral improvement 
of mankind. Our numerical increase is not large, but the men who have 
joined our rariks during the year are almost withont exception the best in 
the State. Causes which need not be named have in the past permitted 
some unworthy persons to gain membership, but gradually such have disap
peared from our rolls and their places have been supplied with better mao 
terial. This was noticed last year; it is eveu more apparent now." 

He had an exceedingly active year, and had devoted himself to the duties 
of the office with great enthusiasm, and had performed th em with signal 
ability. 

He had granted eighty dispensations for various purposes-among them 
five to lodges whose charters had been burned. 

He had rendered fifty-four decisions, many of them repetitions of former 
ones, which he reports in order to empbasize the principles contained in 
them. Some of them were modified by the Grand I"odge. Many of them 
were expositions of local law. 

"Ve copy some of general interest : 
"1. Masonic burial can be performed in only one way. The craft take 

charge of the body, perform such services at the house or the church as are 
deemed proper, accompany the remains to the place of interment, all re
ligious services and ceremonies by different orders are cOl1cluded, then 
Masonry finishes the burial services around the grave as our ritual prf'scribes. 
There is no such thing as a Illasonic funeral, or concluding the cere1110nieR 
at some later date. 
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* * * * * * ~ * * 
"11. Under the laws of this jurisdiction a separate ballot is necessary in 

each of the three degrees, and this ballot covers th e question of proficiency 
as well as character. While I still doubt the wisdom of this requirement, 
it is the law of this jurisdiction fLnd must be enforced. 

* * * * * * * * * 
" 14. 'A' WfLS elected Worshipful Mastel'. He had committed a masonic 

offellce, for which charges had I~Ot been preferred at the time of his election, 
but the same were preferred before his installation: Held, that he is en
titled to be installed, and afterwards his trial must be by a lorlge summoned 
by the Grand Master. Such a mason should not be elected Master, but the 
presumption of innocence which attaches to all would entitle him to election 
and instfLllation until his gUilt had been proven. 

* * * * * * * * * 
" 24. Where there are several candidates for the same degree to be 

balloted for, it is perlllissible for the Worshipful Master to direct a ballot 
for all the petitioners presented for that degree, and if no black-ball ap
peal's, declare them all elected. Bnt if there is olle or more black-balls, 
then a separate ballot must be had 011 each petition. 

* * * * * * * * * 
":3:3. Representa tives of subord inate lodges in the Grand Lodge are the. 

agents and servants of the several subordinate lodges which they represent, 
and it is the right of the lodges to instruct th eir representatives as to thei r 
wishes, anrl the duty of tbe representatives to obey thE> wishes of the lodge 
which they severally represent. 

* * * * * * * * * 
"40. An illegitimate, whose character is otherwise such as to entitle 

him to the benefits of Masonry, is not debarred therefrom in consequence 
of his birth. It is 1I0t what may be a man's birtlJ , provided he is free born, 
but what is his real character that entitles him to or debars him from the 
benefits of ~asonry." 

In approving No. 11, the Grand Lodge declined to change t:le exist ing 

law, and a separate ballot for each degree must be taken. 

The last sentence of No. 14 was not approved, as it is liable to be misun

derstood. "Ve dissent from the rest of it, for reasol~s already given in this 

report. 
We gravely doubt the expediency of No. 24: balloting for a crowd at one 

time quite destroys the sense of responsibility which one has when he ballots 

on the petition of one candidate. 

The committee added the following to another dec ision, and it was 

adopted: 

"It being the opinion of tbis committee that the Edict of IS92, denying 
the right of the Grand Master to grant dispensations to confer two or more 
degrees at one communication, is a contravention of the ancient landmarks 
and therefore void." 

The Grand Master made an eloquent appeal in favor of a Masonic Home: 
but the Grand Lodge is in debt, with an increasing balanCE- yearly on the 

wrong side of the account. The dues are large, but they are almost all paid 

ont in mileage fLnrl per diem: they ITh'tnaged to get throngh in two daYR th is 
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year, 'and thus save about ~ 1,200. The pay of Representatives is very ex
cessive, as it seems to us, being larger thall in any other jurisdiction, but all 
attempts to reduce it have failed . Tn this con nection the Grand Master 
says: 

" But if there had been no extra expendit.ures, the income·from all sources 
each year are not sufficient to pay necessary a nnual expenses. These ex · 
penses cannot be reduced fairly in but one direction. Salaries are as low as 
they should be, but the mileage paid delegates is too lIluch. At present, 
delegates to the Grand Lodge are paid ten cents a mile both ways. Those 
who travel on railroads pay three cents one way and return for one cent, 
making the railroad fare four cents for the round trip, thus allowing a profit 
of sixteen cents on each mile of railro~td travel. This is tOll much profit 
for a Master who is honorod by being the head of a masonic lodge ; too much 
for the Grand Lodge officers more highly honored; too Illllch for a Past 
Grand Officer who has reaped all the honors in the past." 

It is of little use to talk about a Masonic HOllle as long as a majority of 
the Grand Lodge refuse to apply business methor./s in managing its finan cial 
affairs. A motion to reduce the mileage so that the expe nses of the Grand 
Lodge shall come within its receipts, was presented, earnestly debated, but 
laid on the table: but a motion to reduce the Grand Secretary's salary re
ceived a majority vote! 

The foll owing resolution w~s adopted: 

" Resolved by the Grand L odge oj Georgia, in the UOth annual communi
cation assembled, That from and after the passage of this ed ict no man who 
deals or traffics ill intoxicating liquors shall be eligible to membership in any 
lodge in this jurisdiction . This shall not affect the standing of any who are 
already members of the order, but the Grand Lodge most e~ rnestl y urges a ll 
brethren engaged in tbe liquor business to find some other occupation not 
contrary to the laws and principles of true Mas'onry as well as of tIlE' laws 
of God." 

Messages of sympathy and condolence were sent to Bro. 'YIr.r. IAM A BRA~[ 
LOVIl, who had been oqliged to submit to a sevel'e surgical operation, in con
sequellce of which he had been confined to his bcd for a long time, and 
worse even than that, had lost a son by an acc ident on a ra ilroad . The fol
lowing dispatch was received from him in reply, which was ordered to be 
spread on th e record. 

" The benedictions of a house of sorrow be upon you. May our Supreme 
Grand Master protect and direct us ~t\l in carrying out His grand designs, 
and vouchsafe to us a happy reunion in I,he great beyon.]. 

.• In deep i( l'ief and fraternally , 
" 'IV)!. AilRAU Lov~; . " 

We confess to a feeling of disappointment, after having examined these 
Proceedings, and serious misgivings as to the future prosperity of this Grand 
Lodge. It was obliged to borrow. '4,500 to pay the expenses of the year, 
and we are quite unable to decide whether this deficiency was increased or 
diminished. Nothing will more seriollsly demoralize a Grand Lodge, its sub-
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ord inates and their members tilan a floating debt, especially if it is increasing. 

It is with much grief that we note this, for we have greatly rejoiced in the 
past at the seeming prosperity in this jurisdiction. 

The Report 011 Correspondence (126 pp.) is in three installments, one by 
Bro. A. Q. MOODY, one by Bro. W. E. MUMFORD, and the other by Bro. 
"T. S. RA MSA Y. The Grand Lodge, however , voted that for the future, the 
committee shall cOlls ist of one, and Bro. RA"SA" was appointed. 

Bro. Moor}\' confined himself to an efforL to give" a fair and concise ex
position of the varions matters pertaining to the Grand Lodges under re
view," with sC<Lrcely a comment, and he succeeded admirably. 

Bro. MIJMFOIW follows the same plan, but gives more comments. In his 

review of Maine, he says : 

"These are nobl e words most fitly spoken, and yet some masonic lodges 
even in Georgia will give the sacred degrees of Freemasonry to a man who 
is making merchandise of the temptabilityof his neighbors and brethren. 
Yes, some of our subordinate lodges have made masons of rum sellers. For 
one, this writf' r raises his protest against it, and we masons of Georgia onght 
to have in our Grand Lodge law a stringent statute against this ev il, as many 
of our sister Grand Lodges already have. We hail with delight the mallly 
words of the Grand Mastel' of Maine." 

Bro. RAMSA y heads his part" Foreign Grand Lodges" and starts wiLh 
Englano, but soon reaches "North Carolimt" and other Home Grand 
Lodges. 

Of "making masons at sight" he says: 
" Where there are lodges ill abundance to pass npon the qualifications of 

a eandidate, whetber physically, mentally or morally, it, seems to us to be 
absurd, unless there is some urgent necessity for it, to make a mason 'at 
sight.' It implies a dread of the ballot for some reason." 

He will have the whole field to himself next year, and we shall look with 
interest for h is report. 

IDAHO, 1896. 

In accordance with the recommendation of the Grano Secretary, adopteo 
by the Grand Lodge, we have in this pamphlet "half-tone" portraits of 
three Past Grand iHasters. 

A special meeting was held to bury Bro. AUGUSTINE HAAS, the first Sen
iOI' Grand Warder" and at the time of his death Grand Tyler. The Grand 
Lodge opened in ample form, performed the services and closed. 

At the anImal communication the attendance · was quite full: though six 
of the Grand Officers were absent: we note that none of those absent were 
elected or appoillted to office for the next year. 

The l~rand Mastel' (ISADORE WErr.ER), in an able address of twenty-five 
pages, gives an account of the numerous matters upon which he has been 
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called to act during the year, with pertinent comments and judiciolls recom

mendations. 

He congratulates the craft upon the prosperity and prevalence of peace 
and barmony that have marked the year. 

In addition to Bro. HAA S, Past Senior Grand Warden EI)WIK A. JOIl

nAN had died during the year. He was a natIve of Oxford County, Me., bnt 

went to California in 1862 anfl to Idaho in 1864, but did not permanent ly 

settle there till 1803. He had been a member of the Legislatnre and at the 
time of his death was a Regent of the State Normal School. The Grand 

Master says of him: 

" He was the soul of honor: in sympathy with the people of the commun
ity where he lived, and with a ll who knew him, and they in turn loved and 
cherished him for his sterling worth and generous impulses. He was an hon
ored, worthy, and respected citizen, devot.ed to Masollry, his interest in his 
lodge ceasing only with his death." 

He decided that the permission of the Grand Master is not necessary for 

a pn blic installation, and also that-

"Any past or present Master, after he has been installed, is el igible to in
stall the officers of a lodge, but in no case can a past or pres~nt Master in
stall himself. If there is no Past Master available to install the newly 
elected Master, and he is the present incnmbent and about to succeed him
self, he retains his office llntil his successor shall bc duly qualified." 

It seems that by express statnte, in the absenee of the Master and War

dens, a Past Master can open the lodge on ly on funeral occasions : this ex
ception is a recognition of the old law, and we suggest that it would be bet

ter to recognize it fully. 

A lodge in Quebec having initiated a resident of Idaho and requested the 

lodge in whose jurisdiction he resided, to confer the other degrees, he de
cided that the party cou ld not be recognized as a mason. Thus Idaho SllS

tains the position that she will not recogn ize work done in a regular lodge 

upon a candidate, who by her laws is ineligible to be made in the lodge which 

attempted to make him: whether she recognizes the r ight of other Grand 

Lodges to do the same when their rejected candidates are made in her lodges, 

we do not know, but the principle involved is precisely the same . 

This Grand Lodge is one of the very few which adopted the "Wisf}onsin 

proposition," and. it has a lready involved two of her own lodges in contro

versy, which was settled only by the strong arm of the Grand Lodge. Its 

action is very suggestive: 

" Your committee are satisfied from facts stated to them that Bro. Becraft 
has been and is now able to pay tbe said sum of eighty dollars, for which Eagle 
Hock Lodge, No. 19, bas become responsible; and your committee recolll
mend that Eagle Rock Lodge, No. 10, demand of said Bro. Becraft the sairl 
SUIll of eighty dollars, to be paid within thirty days of said demand, and if 
Bro. Becraft fails or refuses to pay said sum within the timc so fixed, that 
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};agle Rock Lodge, No. In, bring proper charges against Bro. Becraft and 
expel him froll1 all the rjghts and privileges of Masom},." 

Wonderful charity in this! It is merely a loan, which wust be repaid 

[OLlZer p ennlty oj expUlsion if the Grand Lodge becolnes "~atisfjed," without 

hearing the party, that he subsequently becomes able to re-pay it! However 

it is only carrying the" Wisconsin proposition" to its logical result. 
About ten pages of these Pruceedings are given to the action upon this and 

other cases arising out of this innovation in the very groundwork of Masonry. 

}'or wany years a tax of one dollar for each member was levied in aid of 

the Orphan Fund: but last year it was reduced to fifty cents; the fnnd is 

now $27,000, and he earnestly urged that no further reduction shall be made. 

The income may be disbursed in charity, but the principle is " irreducible." 

The Grand Master questions the justice of their law which, without trial, 

cieprives the non-affiliate" of all masonic rights and privileges, the same as 

though they had bt')en found gu ilty and expelled for some grievous offence 
or cr ime against Masonry," even though they are willing and anxious to 

regain their membership, but are financially unable to do so. The matter 

was referred to a caUl 111 i ttee of Past Grand Masters, to report next year. 

Be calls attention tu Life Insurance Associatiuns organized to insure 

masons only, and bearing the name "Masonic," and referring to one of 

them, he says: 

"There are a number of masons in this jurisdiction who have been mem
bers ,wd paid their assessments in this associatiou for the past eight years 
who carry no other insurance. Some of them are now aged and otherwise 
physically disqualified from further life insurance, and what is their condi
tion ? Not only have they lost the amount paid into this association, but 
they find themselves without that protection to their families which they 
thought they bad providel!. Theil' faith in the association was absolute. 
Why? Because it carried with it the name' Masonic,' which to them was 
a guarantee for honesty and for the faithful performance of the obligat ions 
made to them. If the Grand IAldges in whose jurisdiction the business of 
these associations is tmnsacted would exercise a supervision over them, by 
appointing a committee to examine and investigate at stated periods the 
books and general financial status of their affairs, a recurrence of such high
handed practices as instanced would be avoided, and the craft protected 
against further impositions of this nature." 

That is not certain: a Grand Lodge, meeting once a year, is a very poor 

supervisory of a business of the extent and character as the insurance busi

ness is. No Grand I_olige would be willing to guarantee the contracts of 

such an Association, and an undertaking to do so would be outsi(le of its 

legitimate province. The Grand Lodge adopted the following: 

"WHE IU; AS, There are a number of life insurance associations doing 
business within several of the Masun ic Grand Jurisdictions of the United 
States. and 

"WHJo; IH:A8, These associations invite and solicit patronage and member
ship from Master Masons III good standing only, and 
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"WIU;UKAS, The financial responsibility of these associations is not estab
lished; therefore be it 

"Resolved, That for the protection of the members of our fraternity 
against imposition by fraudulent or irrespOnRible assoc iations organ ized for 
the purpose of insuring the lives of Master Masons, it is the sense of this 
Grand Lodge that the attention of our s ister Gralld Lodges, in whose juris
diction these associations are established, is hereby directed to the forego
lI1g, that they may take such action as will prevent a further recurrence as 
instanced in the Most Worshipful Grand Master's address upon this SlIb
jec t. " 

Of the" Eastern ~(,ar" he says: 

•• The growth of the Order of the EasteJ'll Star in Idaho is a matter of 
congratulation. During the past year the membership has materially in
creased, and several new chapters have been organized. 

"Among the lodges that I have visited where Easte rn Star Chapters are 
eR tablisheo, I became the recipient of several delightful Rocial en terta ill
ments, which were participated in by members of the lodge and chapter, 
and it was plainly noticeable that the benign influence of the ladies of these 
chapters rendered social life more agreeable and cemented the brethren 
together in a firmer, warmer degree of fraternal love and friendship, thereby 
adding much to the general flourishing condition and prosperity of the 
lodges. " 

The Grand Secretary (CI-IAIlU;S C. S'I'''VENSOS) had introduced" business 

methods" into the office, and his full report sl1()wS th,tt he very successfully 

performed his duties. He had given attention to the Library, which has 
attained very respectable proportions. We notc that it has a large propo r

tion of non-lllasonic books: this is well enuugh in the early days of a library, 

bllt the result will be, as it was in Utah, that shelf-room and expense of its 

care will lead to a separation and the turning over of the non-masonic part 

to a different organization. 

A case was before the Grand Lodge in which a brother W,tS cbarged with 

lin masonic condnct in having visited a lodge after he had been sllspendecl 

by Monument Lodge in our jurisdiction for non-payment of dues. .A new 

trial was ordered on technical grou nds: but the Grand J,odge did not seelIl 

to know that the brother had not been suspended in the sense of the term 

used in the charge, but was only ~uspended fl'om membership in tlwt lodge, 

and could visit any lodge in Maine, which should choose to adm it him , with

out a violation of law by either party. However, ullder the Idaho law a 
non-affiliate can vis it only three times, a nd this brothel' WftS a non-affili ate 

for the time being, and that only, a nd his offence, if he had committed any, 

is vastly different from that of a SUSPended mason, who should undertake 

to visit a lodge. 

The following amendment to the Grand Lod~e by-laws was adupted: 

"Provided further, that at any tilIle before his initiation, if objection be 
made by any member of the lodge, he shall not receive the degree of En
tered Apprentice Mason until such objec tions be removed, no charges being 
required before initiation. " 
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This is the worst kind of " perpetual jll\'isdiction " : there is no record of 

the name of the obj ector and no one knows who he is : if he dies, or is ex

pelled, even his objeotion k eeps candidates out, without any possibility of re

lief. The effect of an objection after ballot ought not, to be greater than a 

rejection by ballot, and most Grand Lorlges a re making it equivalent to that. 

By the way, we wonder, whether if such a hung-up candidate should go to 

California (or a ll Y jurisdiction which holds to the same practice), live there a 

year, his petition would be received and acted upon regardless of his ~tatus 
in Idaho. 

The Report on Correspondence (60 pp. ) was presented by Bro. CUAHL"S 

C. STI"'EN SO N, Grand Secreta ry. 
In his introd uction he says: 

" I desire to again urge upon the brethren to read. The proceedings that 
are annua lly produced, a t conRiderable expense, are not intended for mere 
idle amusement, but a re for l,he information <wd guidance of the brethren. 
The mere form ali ty of going through the ritna l, glibly repeating the part 
allotted you, or eloquently deli ve ring the lecLUre, does not necessarily make 
a bright or a good mason. While I do not wish to throw the Rli ghtest slur 
upon the necessity of a ritual, I would respectfully urge that the brethren 
read more of the gl'and , good works that adorn the great fi eld of masonic 
literature. Th e reports on foreign correspondence that are annually pre
sented to the reading world a re in tended to educate the average mason up 
to an understanding of the real designs and pll\'poses of Masonry. I arll 
afraid that too few pay mur: h a ttention to the Grand Lodge proceedings. 
However, it is encouraging to note that la t~ly there appears to be a growing 
desire fo r knowledge among our younger members. The value and stand
ing of our lodges would be immeasurably increased if more of the members 
would probe fo r the reason of things, instead of accepting the dictum of 
some better-informed brother. " 

A nd of "ciphers " : 

" 'I'Ve are perfectly in accord with his energetic views on the cipher inno
vation, which menaces the very existence of t his ancient and honorable in
stitution. Th ere was a t ime when masons loved to come together for mutual, 
intellectual, and social improvement. A t those meetings, held for instruc
tion, !n inds were directed in to those fa thoml ess channels of masonic know
ledge, the result being the development of profound students of jurispru
dence and the higher perfecl.ions of masonic philosophy. The ritual was 
well learned and thoroughly explained. The art of delivery was fully prac
ticed, ill order to a tta in tha t polish and smoothness that has charmed the 
ears of an entire lodge. Now, with this innovat ion, how is it? The meet
ings are discontinued, for very fe w will come. The stated meetings are 
sparsely attended . The bright maRons are rapidly growing scarcer. Text 
books remain closed on dusty shelves. The word jurisprudence is scarce 
heard outs id e of Grand Lodge. Why ? Because each one has a cipher, and 
being able to read considers it a waste of t ime to follow the old plan. With 
a swattering gainerl from the infe rnal thing, he imagines he knows all of 
Masonry, and goes on his way, each day becoming less and less indifferent 
to the glories and beaut ies of E reemasonry. It is a positive fact, that these 
keys will sap our life blood if cont inued." 

There is one" out" in this: his assumption tha t the cipher is an innova

tion is erroneous: they have been made and used since WEnn' s time and 
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fifty years ago more in proportion than now. There is no doubt that the 

great increase of interest in' "the work" which comlllenced about thirty 
years ago, grew very largely out of the use of what were believed to be au
tlwntic cipbers, by the use of which a brother could devote his spare time at 
home to acquiring the work. Th e fact is, that our masons began to be too 

busy to Illeet together at stated times and leal'll the work by oral instruc

tion. The process was too long, too tedious and too uncertain for our mod

em times. If the cipher is an evil, the only way to correct it, is to look the 
matter squarely in the face, recognize the facts as they are and take meas

ures accordingly. 

In his review of Maine (1895) he most emphatically approves Grand ·Mas

tel' lluHBANK's words in relation to drunkenness, profanity and slander. He 

quotes the closing words of the address and would add "study," to which 

we feel sure Bro. BUHBANl{ will not object, as we know that he includes it 
in ~, work." 

He thinks our practice of having the Committee on Credentials llleet in 

ad vance of the hour of the meeting of. the Grand Lodge would not work well 

in a sparsely settled jurisdiction like Idaho. That depends upon wh ether 

the members are expected to be present at the hour the Grand Lodge meets: 

if they are, the committee could meet and do all the work in the hour pre

vious. 

But we must stop here, though the way is a ple,tsant one and we would 

gladly linger in it. 

ILLINOIS, 1896. 

The Grand Lodge, open in ample form, laid the comer stone of a State 

Normal Scho~l, May 27, 1896. 
After a brief introduction touching upon the object of Masonry and the 

duties of masons, and a few words ~oncerning the dead of the year, the 

Grand Mastel' (OWI;"I SCOTT) proceeds to a concise, but full enough to be 

clear, account of his official acts during the year, with a few suggestiolls 

and recommendations. 

For a more complete statement of tbe condition of the craft, he refers to 

the reports of the District Deputies, but they are so brief and meagre, that 
we do not get much light from tbem. From general results, we jndge that 

the Institlltion has had a good degree of prosperity during the year: the 

losses in the total membership were ,tbout sixty per cent. i)f the gross gains: 

the re-instatements were about one-third of tbe suspensions, while the 

"admissions" were nearly ninety per cent. of the" dimissions." 

He says: 
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"It came to my knowledge that certain brethren were being deceived by 
the representations of publishers of books and documents purporting to COll
tain the standard secret work of this jUl'lsdiction. In two of the lodges 
charges were prefened against certain brethren for disseminating these fraud
ulent publications. Th e charges were sllstained, the brethren both found 
guilty, and regu la rly suspended. On which I felt that the a ttention of the 
craft shonkl again be called to the fact that there is no book, key, or dOC Ll
ment conta ining the secret or esoteric work of this Grand jurisdiction." 

li e issued an ed ict accordingly, and required it to be read in evei'y lodge 
and entered in fullnpon the record. 

He th us speaks of a new feature: 

" ,\ t. this point it will not be out of place to commend a feature of work 
that, happily , is growing more in favor. It is the custom of some lodges to 
hold what they term' conclaves.' A. whole day and evening a re given to 
work. Lodges are invited for many miles around. The lodge sending the 
invitation will have the first, second , and third degrees, and invite a neigh
boring lodge to do the work in one degree and another in another. Some 
have three or four candidates for the third, alld divide up in this. In the 
evening there is a grand masonic rally, attended by hundreds. Snch meet
in gs during the past year have had from three to four hundrecl masons pres
ent, and in some cases as llIany as thirty lodges have been represented, al
most rivaling the interest and value of our superb schools. The good of 
such gatherings is in estimable. It brings the brethren closer together and 
stimulates them to better work and higher slandards." 

In relation to mason ic schools, he says: 

" In adclitioll to the excellent work of the Board of Grand Examiners in 
the esoteric work of Freemasonry, the Grand Master at each place availed 
himself of the opportunity of holding a council with the Worshipful Masters 
and other representatives of lodges present. Th e various details of lodge 
management, the laws, rul es, and regulations of Masonry, and many matters 
of general interest were discussed, to the profit and enlightenment of a ll. 
There is, therefore, a threefold benefit to be derived from these schools, 
viz : a greater perfection in the standard work, a more complete knowledge 
of the law ar,d usage and a development of a burning enthusiasm for Ancient 
Cmft MasoIll'Y." 

He had found that the provisions for life membership had created many 

difficulties, and the system bad worked so badly, that be belieyed it wise to 
abolish all provisions for life membership" involving exemption from pay

ing an equal share in the burdens of lodge and Grand Lodge." 

Among h is decisions are these : 

" An obj ectivn to the initiati on of a cand idate, who is in eyery way eligi
ble, must be made before the lodge begins to con fer the degree. It comes 
too la te after any part of the work within the lodge has been done." 

* * * * * * * * * 
" J n elect ing officers a lodge cannot instruct the Secreta ry or any other 

brothel' to cast tlte vote of a lodge for a brother, althongh he maybe the 
only one placed in nomination. The brethren have the power to vote fur 
and elect one not ill nominat ion a t all. There mnst be a ballot for each 
elective office, at which each l1lem bel' present shall have the opportunity to 
vote. " 

App. 22 G. L. 
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This last is the correct doctrine: brethren Illay refra in from voting. whcn 

the sentiment is unanimous, and thus save time in counting. 

~·e note tha t in the votes granting charters, a ll the cha rter members are 

named. 
The following was unanimously adopted: 
" No mason shall give the mrrsonic nallle to any business concern. asso

ciation, or calling organized or prosecllted for pront 0 1' for a livelihood . No 
mason shall use 0 1' be a par ty to the using of the masollic name as a part of 
tbe style and title or the designa tion of any business firlll , concern , cOln pany, 
associa tion, or enterprise, unless such business shall be the p rinting 0 1' pub
lishing of masonic books, papers, OJ' periodicals, or the manufac ture and 
sale of masonic supplies." 

The Grand Orator , Bro. ADLAI E. STEVENSO N, delivCl:ed an eloq uent 

oration worthy of the study of every brother. 
The Report on Correspondence (341 pp.) was presented by Bro. J OS EI'll 

HOB BINS. We could usefully devote at lerrst one-tenth as many pagf's to a 
review of it, and yet touch npon only such matters which, if they stood 

alone, we should notice as a matter of course. 

In his introduction. he says: 

" The qnestion of jurisdiction over rejec ter! materia l still continues to rrt · 
t.ract, more a ttention than any other, fresh instances of dead loek between 
sovereign jurisdictions differing in their interpretation of the law of :IIl asonry. 
serving to keep it continually at the front. The discnssions of the questi on 
during the past year have, we think, fully jnstified th e opinion expressed in 
our last report that it was beginning to be more clearly seen tha t a necessary 
condition precedent to a ny agreement must be a recogni t ion by both sides 
of the fact that Masonry, not the candidate, is the chief ractor in the prob
lem. " 

* * * * * * * * * 
"So, too, it may take a good while fo r us to see that on the othe,r hand 

the status given a rejected caudidate under the properly aclministered law 
of a Grand Lodge recogni zed by us as the competent law-give r within its 
territory cannot be denied without discredi ting the la wful acts of its lawful 
lodges, no matter how much we may condemn the policy of giving that 
status or the law which gives it. Th e acknowledgment of complete 
masonic competency on the part of each, is in volved in the mutual recogni
tion of Grand Lodges, and until this is fully realized by both panies to this 
debate, so that each can approach the other as a recognized equal in all 
things, there can be li ttle profi table discussion of the minor questions 
whether a wrong doer may repent and an unfit cand idate outgrow his un
worthiness, and whether as a rule rejections a re prompted by unworthy a nd 
unmasonic moti ves." 

Of another matter he well says : 

" It would be by no means surpris ing, considering their comlllon root, if 
the crusade against non-affiliates and the tenclency to con vert Masonry into 
a mutual benefit or assurance SOCiety , should wane as they have waxed, to
gether. The proceedings we have had under r f' view conta in much to en
courage the hope expressed last yerrr , that the Wisconsin proposition relati ve 
to masonic relief, was the high water mark of this tendency. Still there is 
abundant reason for watchful apprehension so long as Masonry is environecl 
by numberless initiati ve societies, formed, fo r the most part, 0 11 the basis of 
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fixed benefits conLingent on fixed contributions, and in which a cessation of 
payment works forfeiture of membership." 

Here we had quelted a statement by him, and written a reply in a tone of 
indignation, which we deemed not only just, but absolutely called for; but 
upon reflection we conclude merely to express our deep regret, that he 
should llave allowed himself to impute dishonorable motives and even au at
telllpt to sacrifice Masonry, to masons, whose devotion to the York Rite for 
yeRrs Rlmost equal to his own lifetime, is shown by their acts, as great and 
as loyal as his own, 01' that of anyone of us. It is a maxim among lawyers, 
that when a dispntallt leaves his argument and attacks the motives and con
duct of his adversary, it is an emphatic admission of the weakness of his 
argument and of his consciousness or fear of that fact. One phase of his 
discussion of the Gran Dieta of Mexico forcibly illustrates the truth of this 
maxim. 

In relRtion to the inspection of the charter, he well says: 
" 1£ we, as the Master of a lodge, were sRtisfied that the request of the 

visitor to inspect the charter as promptecl solely by a conscientious regard 
of the visitor for his engRgements to countenance only genuine masons, we 
should not only not. refuse to show him the parchment but should gladly do 
so." 

Of waiver of jurisdiction: 

"In Illinois it is held thRt where jurisdiction is concurrent waiver mnst 
also be concurrent, on the express ground that what is equally the possession 
of all, no one can give away." 

This involves an erroneous assumption: it is "not equally the possession 
of all"; it is the sale possession of only one-that one to be selected by the 
candidate. When he selects the lodge by applying to it (either for initiation 
or for waiver), the other lodges have no more to do with him than any other 
lodge in the world. 

I-Ie replies to Bro. MI LLER, of Kansas, at some length in relation to the 
Gran Dieta of Mexico: we are mixed in it somewhat, but as we fully replied 

to Bro. ROBBINS in our report of last year, which we had not seen when he 
wrote this report, we have occasion to notice only one paragraph in it : he 
says: 

"In the first place it is well to eliminate the Pennsylvania rirldle as not 
:rermRne, because the organization with which Franklin was connected as 
Grand Master at the date of his letter to Price, (November 28, 1734), d'id 
not perpetuate 'itself and never received recogn'it'ion from any Gmnd Lodge. 
To the fact that it was an unauthorized body we think we were the first to 
call public attention in our report for 1872, a fact which was apparent on 
the face of Franklin's letter to Price. We do not feel quite sure whether 
the statement of Bro. Miller that Franklin was made in one of these unau
thorized lodges is made as a matter of knowledge, or as an inference which 
he feels warranted in drawing frum the fact that he was a mason in Penn
sylvania when no chartered body of mRsons existed there. Grand Mastel' 
William S. Gardner, ill his aqdl'ess all Henry Price, (lelivered befure the 
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Grand Lodge of Massachusetts in 1871, says that between the time of his 
leaving Roston in 1724 and his visit there in 1734, Franklin had been ill 
England and had there probably been made a mason." 

The famous" Libel' B " shows conclusively that FILUIKI.IN was made a 
mason in that voluntary lodge in Philadelphia. The latter part of the clause 
Bro. ItOBB INS puts in 'italics i~ erroneous, for the Grand Lodge of England 
recognized the work of that lodge as regular, uy making Franklin PrJvin

cial Grand. Master, and authorizing him to form a Provincial Gmnd Lodge 
of the masons made in that lodge: and Fmnklin did just that. The" Penn
sy lvania riddle" (now one no longer) cannot be eliminated from the dis
Cllssion, for the reason stated by Bro, ROBB INS. We had occasion to in
vestigate this matter fully, before this qllestion under discussion arose. See 
Yorston's edition of Gould's History, Vol. IV, pp. 361, et seq. 

He gives a very full review of Maine (LSD:», copying, as worthy of pres
ervation, the lines read at the funeral of Past Gr. Mastcr AI"B I; llT MOOHE. 

Of the decisions, he says: 

"Of the foul' which are of general application we are not disposed to ques
tion the correctness of any but the second. If an annual reception with its 
social opportunities will tend to the prosperity of the lodge, we do not see 
why the brethren have not the same right to dmwon the treasury for the 
expenses, that they would have to expend the lodge funds in beautifying 

, their masonic home, with the same design." 

The one objected to related to receptions, the principal feature of which 
was dancing. In the first place it may be said, there are many members of 
our lodges, who object to dancing on moral grounds, and, therefore, would 
be excluded from the reception: so that. the use of the funds which they 
have aided in contributing cannot be used for the purpose unless such use 
is jnstified by the ancient usages of the craft. But the conclusi ve reason is 
that the use of lodge funds for social purposes must not go beyond the limits 
of the law made by those ancient usages. 

He thinks OUl' system of consolidating lodges better than 'theirs in Illinois. 
There a new charter is granted: we presume that it is a charter of creat'ion, 

and that the new lodge is constituted under it: if so, it is all right from the 
legal standpoint, but seems to sever the lodges entirely from their previous 

history. 
Of Grand Master BUIUlANK'S address, be says: 
"In closing, the Grand Master has some strong exhortations as to individ

ual and collective duty toward intemperance, sla nder, profane and licentious 
speech and bad citizenship. We should be glad to copy it a ll, but must con
tent ourselves with some passages of especial strellgth." 

He quotes largely from the address delivered on our seventy-fifth anniver
sary, and generally with comments of emphatic approval. 

There is Olle notable exception, so important that we shall be pardoned 

for copying what our usual rule would have ~xcluded: 
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" The oration of Past Grand Master Drummond is a paper of great prac
tical value, which no mason can read without profit. It is to be regretted 
that an address which as a whole is so broad, so instinct with the true prin
ciples of fraternity, and of 'I'IH; fraternity, should be marred in its basic 
statement of principles by an attempt to nal'\'()w its catholic basis, a basis 
broad enough to warrant the statement that 'the fundamental principle of 
Masonry is the Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of Man.' 

"This basis Bro. Drummond wonld narrow by a!ld ing to the sole religious 
test which the landmark warrants and requires-belief in God and obedi .. 
ellce to the moral law-the additional test of belief in the divine authenticity 
of the Bible. He says that an inspection of the early records shows this to 
have been held by the fathers of their Grand Lodge, and the implication is 
that it was therefore a part of Masonry as it came down to them. We know 
that the masonic history of Maine furnishes instances-as does also that of 
Missouri ami Texas-where God-trusting men have been expelled from 
Masonry for want of belief in such authenticity, but this does not warrant 
the assumption, that from a masonic standpoint, either of these Grand 
Lodgt's is holier than others whose history bears no snch blot. These ex
pulsions have been in the face of the landmark, which, as interpreted by 
ancient usage, universal and unvaried s ince Masonry assumed its present 
form, guarantees immuni ty frolll religious inquisition save upon the single 
point of belief in God. We say unvarying usage with such confidence that 
if Bro. Drummond will say that in the ritual as practiced in his jurisdiction 
-where, if anywhere, we ought. to look for it-the one test question touch
ing religious belief has ever been a double question or anything but a single
pointed, unqualified interrogatory most satisfactorily answered in two words, 
we promise ill advance to admit that Masonry as he defiues it, and as he 
says it was also defined by the fathers of his Grand Lodge, is the Masonry 
which came down to them from the fathers of the elder days, who agreed 
to the charges of a Freemason as the unchangeable law." 

He does not state the Maine case quite accurately, but we pass that as un 
important. 

But he does not give the whole landmark: it includes not only belief in 
God but also that he can become a mason only in the presence of a book 

which he believes to contain the law of that God in whom he believes. 

This matter cannot be fully discussed, save in a lodge; but we believe 

brethren will understand us, and agree that such has been the usage pvery 
where as far back as our history can be traced. 

He says further: 

"Under the topic of 'Fraternity,' he thinks the fact must be recognized, 
unwolcome as it is, that the bonds of fraternity among the craft are not as 
strong as they once were, and upon this he lays great stress as relates to the 
future welfare of Masonry. H is apprehens ion that' many of our lodges are 
too large for Masonry to have its perfect work,' touches, we are satisfied, 
one of the causes of this weakening, as it bears directly upon another cause 
noted-' thp failure of cur members to cultivate intimacy with each other.' 

*' * * * * * * * * 
"This, we think, supports the conclusion to which our study as well as 

our observation and experience long ago brought us, that the real strength 
alld enduring quality of Masonry lies in the fact that it aims at and satisfies 
the craving for human fellowship; equal, trusting, unrestrained fellowship 
for its own sake, shorn as far as possible of allmercem1.ry and selfish consid
erations. " 
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He explains the ground of his inference from a decision of Grand Master 

TAYLOR and its approval by the Grand Lodge. It is possible that the lan
guage used may justify such an inference, but we do not think so; but if it 

did, it was not so intended. The statement of a proposition of law, however, 

cannot properly be extended by inference beyond its meaning as expressed. 

He quote1\ from a fOI'mer report of ours: 
"The only difference between us-and that difference is a very wide one 

-is, that while we claim for ourself and concede to him the utmost freedom 
. of opin'ion as to the landmarks and every other matter, yet we hold that 
when our Grand Lodge decides the question, we are bound to conform our 
masonic act'ion and conduct to that decision, but Bro. Robbins holds, as we 
understand him, that he is not so bound." 

And adds: 

" What we insisted upon in the remarks to which the above quoted sen
tence is intended as a reply was, that the exercise of the same freedom of 
opinion on our part which he exercises on his, sl\ould not be held to plat:!e 
us among the goats while he rEimained the bell-wether of the sheep. We 
are not vain enough to think that we have said anything stronger of the 
rightful constraint of the landmarks on the action of Grand Lodges than 
he has, and we know of no utterance on our part on any other subject to 
wal'l'ant him in assuming that we occupy a different attitude as to the bind
ing effect of the action of a Grand Lodge on the masons of its obedience." 

It would be threshing over old straw to go into details, and we can only 

say that in the rliscussion of the action of Grand Lodges on the Cernean 

question for many years, we have misunderstood positions, which he seemed 

to us to have expressed with his uSllal clearness and force, 01' else onr state .. 

ment to which he excepts is the logical result of them, in our opin ion. 

He quotes from our report two passages which possibly he holds to be 

contrar.ictory. He had spoken of "printed ciphers and rituals," and 
charges the respons'ibility for them upon the Scottish Ritp, especially upon 

Bro. l'IKI~. vVe made a distinction between "ciphers" and "rituals": 

and both passages are correct. Ciphers were printed long before the Scot
tish rituals were, and both years before Bro. PIKE became a Scottish Rite 

mason. 
In confirmation of his views in his review of Kansas, he quotes from us 

the statement that FUANKLIN and the masons made in his lodge were not 

recognized as masons by the ' Provincial Grand I~odge which became the 

Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania: but if he had quoted all we said, it wonld not 

have confirmed his position at all; iL was the battle between the Ancients 

(so-called) and the regular masons, called "Moderns" by their opponents, 

the former recognizing none of the latter in Pennsylvania or elsewhere. 

vVe do not remember what the criticism was to which he alludes in the 

following, and are not aware that we have changed the views formed under 

the instmction of the Fathers of Masonry in Maine, almost twice as many 

years ago as he names: 
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"Twenty-two years ago we criticized some remarks of Bro. Drummond 
which we thought tellderl to strengthen the tendency which crops out in the 
Iowa legislation and which had just then found expression - for the first 
time, we think, outside of frontier or new jurisdictions-in the legislation of 
New York. In ou r review of New York we made as vigorous a protest as 
we knew how to do against th e inequitable and unmasonic deprivation of 
rights which non-affililates suffered under that and kindred legislation. To
day it warms the cockles of our heart to ·find Bro. Drummond, Bro. F ellows, 
of Louisana, Bro. Schultz, of Maryland, and others of the old guard deal
ing slp.dge hammer blows at the same ev il and compelling attention to the 
gravity of tbe s ituation, in the illterests of Masollry." 

He sharply critic ises the New York Committee on Jurisprudence for its 

action in relation to lodges created by SLlpreme Councils : he has evolved a 

theory as to what onght to be, in his opinion, regular lodges: it is true that 

the usage of masons from 1717 down, and the consenSLl S of views of all 
m~ons from that ti me down, with the exception of a few within the last 

twenty years, ,tre aga inst him, yet he battles for his theory so fiercely 

that, as we have a lready saill, he gives grou nd for regret on his own account. 

In bis review of New York, he says : 

" Modesty would be becoming, too, in the New York comlllittee, when 
they undertake to settle by a s iIllple declaration, withollt adducing any proof 
whatever, that those hailing as masons under the obedience of the Supreme 
Council of France are not under tbe ban laid on the Grand Orient of France 
and its constituentS by the Grand Lodges of the world." 

The statement of that committee was on ly of a fact, which every. mason, 

that knows anything about Masonry in France, must know and so is as

sumed to know. The Supreme Cou ncil is and ever has been, the rival body 

of the Grand Orient, and is named in no ban ever adopted by any American 
Grand Lodge, and never took any such action as that which led to the b'1n 

against the Grand Orient, and moreover holds masonic communication with 

European Grand Lo(lges, which even Bro. Ron BI~s recognizes as regular. 

He says further: 

"They are not warranted from any point of view in say ing that' Masonry 
is recognized throughout the world as just as lei(itimate in all countries 
where the three symbolic degrees are COli trolled and conferred by the bodies 
of the Scottish Rite as it is in this cou ntry,' because the assertion is not 
true. It does not follow because the Grand Lodge of New York has turned 
its back upon the landmarks and repudiated the conditions which afford the 
only excuse for its existence, that tllere are no masons and no jurisdictions 
still acknowledging the constraints of the charges of a ~'reemason." 

Oh no, they should have excepted Bro. ROBIHKs and a few more in llli
nois, and a few in Pennsylvania-" only this and nothing more." 

lIe has a controversy with Bro. CUNNI~GIlAM, of Ohio, in which he says 

that "single individnals [in the Supreme Councils] assumed to expel 
each other." We had supposed that he said this in a Pickwickian sense, 
but finding him to be in earnest and thOat he has not access to the Proceed

ings, we hasten to assure him that he is ill error, aBd all expUlsions were by 
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a body of men claiming to be a Supreme Council, as the record of their pro

ceedings shows. The issue was thrtt Bro. ROBINSON claimed to bear the 

same relation to the Supreme Council when in session, as the Grand Master 
bears to the Grand Lodge in the older jurisdictions: while the other party 

held that he was only the presiding officer of rt b'ldy composed of his peers. 
He claimed the right to close the Supreme Conncil rtt pleasure, and aga,inst 

the wishes of the other members if he saw fit. He did declare it closed amI 

left: other members, ch1iming to be a majority of the whole council , 1'1'

mained, and decided that it was not closed: and thus the schism came. 

HOBINSON and his adherents formed one body and MoOnE and his adherents 

formed the other body. 
Each body expelled members of the other body, bnt no expulsion "by 

the one man power" was ever made or ~1ttempted: and never dreamed of so 

far as any evidence shows. 

In his review of Pennsylvania, be says: 

"If the Grand Lodge of Pennsy lvania can claim succession to the body 
over which Allen presided, it is only ill the sense of hav ing ex isted later on 
the same territory. It had no successive connection with it, the provincial 
Grand Lodge which preceded the present Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, re
fusing to affiliate the masons hailing under the Allen body, without first 
healing. I-Ience the remark made in the eulogy on Bro. Vaux, where the 
orator speaks of the' one hundred and s ixty-five years of its ('xi;tence' of 
'this Grand Lodge,' is mislead ing." 

While- we have not yet got to the end of the alphabet, uu r t illl e, if nut Oll r 

space, calls a halt. 

INDIANA, 1896_ 

This pamphlet contains the portraits of the in-com ing Grand Master and of 

ali the Past Grand Masters since the organization of the Grand Lodge, save 
s'ix, with a cu t of the building in Madison in which the Grand I,odge was 

organized. This was the seventy-fifth annual comm\lIlication, but was the 

seventy-ninth year of the life of the Grand Lodge: the difference grows ont 

of the Grand Lodge's meeting only hiennirtlly, for rt time. 

The Grand Master (EIJWAUD O'ROURKE) says: 

"During the past year great activity has prevailed in the subordinate 
lodges, a.nd more than ordinary zeal has been manifested in the work. Es
pecially has this been the case where the Worshipful Master govem ed his 
:odge in a mild but firm temper, and did not see~ to rule by arbitrary 
lI1ethods. " 

He says further: 

" Our relations with other Grand Lodges, with the single exception of the 
Grand Lodge of P ennsylvrtllia, are cordial and fraternal. Notwithstanding 
the fnll and clear statement of the law by my predecessor to the Grand 
Master of Masons of Pennsylvanirt in relation to the length of residence requi-
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site to authorize a lodge in Indiana to receive a petition from one seeking to 
be made a mason, and that the rejection of such a petition, even by a lodge 
within the Grand Jurisdiction of Pennsylvania, did n~t forever exclude the 
one rejected from again search ing for the light in Masonry in a lodge within 
the Grand .Jurisdiction of Indiana, H. W. Matthias H. Henderson, Grand 
Master of :Free and Accepted Masons of Pennsylvallia, ignoring the auton
omy of every Gra.ud Lodge in the Un ited Sta.tes, except that of Pennsylvania, 
has seen fit to grossly insult, and wi thout any excuse or palliation whatever, 
to affront the Grand Lodge of In(liana by sending to the Grand Mastel' of 
Masons of this State the fo llowing c ircula!·." 

The circular, after stating that a candidate, who had been twice rejected 

by a Pennsylvauia lodge had been made a mason in an Indiana Lodge, 

without the consent of the rejecting lodge, proceeds as follows : 

"Now there/ore, T, Matthias II. Henderson, Right 'V-orshipful Grand 
Mastel' of Masons in Pennsylvania and masonic jurisdiction thereunto be
longing, by authority of the powers and authorit ies in me Yested, do hereby 
prohibit your lodge from ad mi tting said George Snyder as a visitor, and do 
a lso proi1ibit a ny member of your lodge from extend ing any masonic recog
nition whatever to said George Snyder. 

" Yon are also directed to inquire of all brethren from the jurisdiction of 
Indiana desir ing to visit your lodge, wlwther they have ever been residents 
of this masonic jurisdiction, and if. they have, whether they have been re
jected by any of OUI' lodges." 

This circular was issued to al l the l 'ennsy lv<tnia lodges, and as it con

ce1'l1ed the masons of Indiana, or some of them, we think that it was not 

on ly propel', but necessary, to send a copy of it to the Grand Mastel' of 

Indiana. 

The principle of the first paragraph is the law in Maine, amI the party 

would have been treated in the same way in Maine, if he had been received 
by the Indiana lodge before the disability caused by the rpjection had been 

removed or its term (five years) expired. 

The second paragraph at first seemed harsh and uncalled for , but as the 
Grand Maste l' of Indiana had offic ially stated that it is the policy, law and 

practice in his jurisdiction 1.0 accept candidates, without regard to their re

jection in another jurisdiction, we regard it as a propel' safe-guard for the 

protection of the lodges: the on ly defect in it is, t hat it does not go far 

enough: it ought to inclnde all made in one jurisdiction while labori ng 

under the disability of rejection by any lodge anywhere, and while the status 
given by that jurisdiction conti nues. 

The Grand Master moralizes upon the matter , and asks if the ties, that 

bind us together, are to be strengthened by carry ing out the policy ontlined 

by the Grand Master of Pennsylvania: it occurs to us that the question 

would have been more pertinent and forc ible, if for "Pennsylvania" h e 

had substituted" Indiana." vVe can scarcely conceive of a greater insult 

to a lodge than to send back to it one, who has been rejected as not fi t to be 
admi tted to the lodge, armed with the power to demand admission in spite 

of it. 
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The matter was referred to the Committee on Correspondence, which re·· 
ported affirming the doctrine asserted the year before: it is not worth our 
while to quote or discl~s it: because it asserts in substance that if a mason, 
expelled by the Grand Lodge of Maine or any other, shall go to Indiana and 
r eside, he may lawfnlly be made a mason, and if he goes b:wk to the lodge 
that expelled him, an~ admission be refused because of his expulsion, it 
would be a violation of the landmarks. A proposition, that necessarily leads 
to this result, is so palpably and cvidently erroneous, . that it is not worth 
discnssing. 

This case, however, very forcibly shows the necessity of establishing a 
uniform rule upon this subjflct among the different Grand Lodges. When 
one Grand Lodge solemnly charges the Grand Master of another with" mis
guided zeal without adequate knowledge," with violating masonic courtesy 
and usage, ignoring Grand Lodge autonomy and violating a landmark of 
Masonry, and the cause for such action is liable to happen daily, invoh'ing 
other Grand Lodges, it is time to make a stupendous effort to secure con
cert of action necessary to provide a remedy. 

An immense amount of routine bnsiness had occupied the attention of the 
Grand Master, and the Grand Secretary had been busier still. 

Among his decisions are th e following: 
"After a ballot for the degrees luts been declared unanimous, and an ob

jec tion is made to conferring the degrees privately to the Worshipful Mastel', 
and made a matter of record, such objection C<tI1not be withdrawn so as to 
allow the degrees to be conferred." . 

We assume that an objection is equivalent to rejection by ballot, and of 
course is followed by the same consequences. 

"The lodge that receives the petition of one seeking to be made a masoJl 
and elects him to receive the degrees, holds jurisdiction .over hilll, and no 
other lodge can receive his petition without the consent of the lodge that has 
acqnired such jurisdiction." 

This is correct, but not in accordance with Indiana law as expounded by 
the Committee on Correspondence; for if the candidate moves into another 

stat.e, he may petition a lodge amI be made a mason, and the lodge, which 
first elected him, has no masonic cause of complaint! 

A Committee on History was appointed the year before, which reportell 
progress-and most excellent progress, too-but had not made as much as it 
would, had it not been necessm'y to viSIt several localities and no appropria
tion for expenses had been made. The Grand Lodge continuerl the com
mittee, and appropr iated $250.00 for expenses. One member writes the 
history of Ancient Craft Masunry; another, Hoyal Arch and Cryptic Ma
sonry; ancl the third , Knights 'l'emplar a.nd the Ancient ancl Accepted 

ScottiRh Ri teo 
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Grand Secretary SMYTHE had been procuring the portraits of Past Grand 

Masters; he then lacked eight, but he got two of them before he went to 

press: the Grand Lodge mad e an appropriation to cover the expense of pro

curing the others, which could be done on:y by personal visitation. The 

history, tbus illnstrated, will be a lmost invaluable. 
The Committee on Jurisprudence, to which the i, vVisconsin proposition" 

was referred, reported that they-

"Totally but fraternally dissent from any such position, and recommend 
that this Grand Lodge declines to take any steps toward an inter-jurisdic
tional enactment tenrling to effect such an understanding or arrangement. 

"The Grand Lodge of Indiana has at all t imes contended and held, that 
a mason in distress is entitled to aid and assistance from the Fraternity, 
wherever he may be at the time of his need, and that, as a matter of law, 
his lodge is not bonnd to make any restitution, thougb it may always do so 
at its own option." 

And the report was accepted. 

The Report on Correspondence (lH pp.) W:1S presented by TIro. WILLlA)1 

CO~Il\10NS. 

In his introduction he says: 

" In the prosecution of our work we have studied brevity, comlensing ollr 
reviews as much :1S seemed practicable, and giving as much as we could in 
the space occnpied. As heretofore, we have refra in ed froll1 controversy, 
makin,g our comments in loco, whenever comment seemed called for. We 
were often inclined to an exchange of courtesies with committees of other 
jurisd ictions, but to have done so would not have been consistent with tllfl 

, exigence of space. Hegardillf( Masonry thro~lghout th e world, we can say 
that for the year reviewed its cond ition has been that of quiet prosperity." 

He adhered to his plan admirably. He is vehemently opposed to the doc

trine of pepetual jurisdiction. 
We do not think that he fights with those who consider a rejectioll as a 

mere matter of form, because he says, or approves (we cannot tell whether 

he quotes it or not) the following: 

" He goes on to say that' there are other forces, far more potent for harm, 
that are surely and rapidly sapping its foundations. ' These forces are lack 
of care in guarding the ballot. anxiety to increase numbers, carelessness in 
selecting material and the legitimate resl.t1ts therefrom. Masons have been 
made who have no sympathy with the objects of Masonry; who become 
drones in the hive, and by their conduct and disregard of the tenets of our 
profession bring disgrace anel repl'oach upon the craft." 

We were about to invite him to give us his views in relation to some of 

the questions invol ved in the rejection of candidates, bnt we perceive tllftt 

in accordance with the custom in his Grand Lodge, having served the usual 

time, he gives way to another. 
He gives examples of the very 'rare cases in which a man, who has lived a 

long time in a place, is unable to apply for initiation because years befo!'e 

he was rejected somewhere else: but he fails to suggest that in ninety-nine 
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out a hundred of the cases actually occurring, the candidate has lived many 

years in t he jurisdiction of the rejecting longe, and is well known there, 

but goes into another state and in twelve months or so applies to be made a 

mason, before his true character and fitness can possibly be known. We do 

not believe in perpetual jurisd iction , but we believe still less in opening our 
doors to candidates before there has been time for them to show t heir true 

character. The extract which we have just made is good readin g in connec

tion with muc~l that we read in relation to perpetual jurisdiction. 

INDIAl'i TERRITORY. 1896. 

The address of the Grand Master (JOII" CO YL E) is one of the most concise 
that we have ever read. 

n e had visited forty-two lodges during the year, and fou lld that the dep
rivation of many privileges elsewhere enjoyed, draw the brethrf:n of that 
jurisd iction more closely together. He had enjoyed these vis its greatly, ami 

was satisfied that great good accrues from them. We have do doubt of it. 

Among his decisions was this: 

"A man petitions a lodge and is rejected: afterwards there is a new lodge 
formed and he lives within th e terri tory of this new lodge. Which lodge 
has jurisdiction over him? Answer. Taking it for granted that both lodges 
a re in this Grand Jurisdiction, the one that rejected him has jurisdiction." 

There being no qualification in t his decision, it seems that the doctrine 
of perpetual jurisdiction prevails as to theil" own loc/yes: the words "taking' 

it for granted," &c., indicate that the decision would have been d ifferent had 

the rejecting lodge been in another jurisdiction: such a condition of things 

is an unanswerable argument (so far as this jurisdiction is conce m r.d ) in 
favor of the doctrine. 

One of l1is decisions was modified by the Grand Lodge so as to ren-d: 
"If a non-affiliate in good standing believes that he has sufficient reasons 

why a candidate should not be made a mason, he has a Tight, and it is his 
duty to state them to tho members of or to a lodge to which :tn application 
is made, bnt such objection or reasons should not be a bar to said candidate 
if the lodge deems them insufficien t. " 

This states the correct doctrine with accnracy. 

Experience in that jurisdiction seems to be against leasing ha lls to other 

societieR: he says: 

" I would recommend that an ed ict be passed, prohibiting lodges which 
own their halls and are free of debt, f rom renting their halls to other soci
eties. There are many reasons for this. Those other societies till our ha.lls 
with all sorts of paraphernalia. Some of tliem claim the nse of the hall at 
times when thE' masonic lodges need them for drill or work. Some of those 
societies have feasts in our halls-halls owned by the masons, and all paid 
for- and leave them in a shameful condition. They use and abuse our 
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furniture ami pay little money and no thanks. It is becoming a crying 
evil. " 

This objection seems to lie against Jhlgrant abuse of the priv ilege rather 

than against the pri vilege itself. 

Of a matter of great importancc in these days, he says: 

" In visiting lodges, among other matters, I have urged each lodge to 
make a start towards a library, and would also recommend that thc Masters 
and Wardens here assembled have th is matter brought before a nd agitated 
in thei r lodges. Urge upon the brethren the necessity of becoming reariiilg 
lIlasons. l-I:we your lodges pnrchase a few good books, also some good 
masonic newspapers. vVhen we become posted in a few things we will be
come hungry for more, sO that in the natural course of events you r librari es 
will grow an.! will be a lasting benefit not on ly to yourselves but to those 
who come after." 

As late as the time when we were made a mason, it was regarded absolntc

Iy necessary that every brother should own a "Monitor," and become fam iliar 

with its contents. He was scarcely regarded as fully" made" until he shou ld 
do this. But this dllty is now neglected, and we doubt if one in ten of the 

22,000 masons in Maine have any kind of a book from which they can learn 

the principles of Masonry, and yet we bel ieve that Maine is not behind the 
other jurisdictions in this respect. We fear that there is a growing disposi

tion to leave book knowledge of Masonry to the Master. and the few others 

who do the work. 
Grand Secretary MUlUlOW understands the importance of a good Secre

tary: he says: 

"There is no more important officer in the Lodge than the Secretary. 
Good business qualifications are more important in a lodge Secretary than 
to be able to write beautifully. He should know how to approach men 
pleasantly and kindly and get them to fee l that it is not only a duty but a 
p leasure to pay du~s. Pror.rasLination is an exceedingly bad qualification 
in a lodge Secretary." 

We have expressed similar views sometimes when we have fancied that 

the brethren thought we were just a bit" cranky" on the subject; if so the 

disease is chronic! 

We find that the Committee on Charters were of the same opinion : in one 

case, they say" Brethren, you have a No.1 Secretary: keep him there." 

The Grand Lecturer had visited thirty-five lodges, and in his report he 

gives his brethz'en excellent advice by pointing out errors in the administra
t ion of the affai rs of the lodges. He says that the general condi tion of Illost 

of the lodges visited is good: he makes the usual complaint in new territor

ies, that lodges are created before the growth of the place of their location 

warrants it. 

The Grand Orator, R. W. and Hev. Dr. ROBERT W. HILL, delivered a very 

able and learned address. We give his concluding paragraph: 
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"The present masonic use of the Jiiame is llltaningiess if there be any de
parture f rom the homage which the principles of Masonry inculcates, and 
the use of the Great Light is an emphatic declaration that Masonry recogni
zes right.eousnes~ as the source of its power and the assurallce of its contin
uance a nd prosperity, and that the protection uf the Most High is given ill 
answer to the prayer of faith, which itself i~ consequellt upon a high ideal 
of the nivine Nature." 

Th e Law Committee seems to have duplicated their report on two of the 

decisions and we find a second one in relatioll to objection by a nOlHtffi liale: 

but we let the one, which we have copied, stand as the better of the two. 

A proposition to make Past Masters members of the Grand Lodge was re

rejected: but the vote was reconsidered, the proposition amended by provid

ing that they shall have no-pay, and then adopted almost unanimously. 

The following incirlent occurred in connection with the installation: 

"Grand Master Murrow, 011 assuming the Grand East, stated that for 
nearly forty years he had been a missionary among the Indians. That hav
ing labored for tllis race with all his powers, he naturally loved the Indian 
people. That ever since the Grand Lodge was organized he had longed to see 
some man with Indian blood predominating qualify himself for the position 
of Grand Mastei·. That his hopes were now realized, and that it was a great 
pleasure to him to install into the office of Grand Master of Masons of Indian 
Territory an Indian by blood and especially so good a man as Grand Master 
Armstrong !" 

The Grand Treasllrer created a sensation by a statement showing that 

the expenses for the past year had exceeded the receipts, and at the rate the 

Grand Lodge was going on, it would soon be bankrupt, and might be dur

ing the current year. The mileage and per diem expense had increased 
;:;500; and there was no limit to the expense which the Grand Lecturer and 

his assistants might incur. The matter was referred to a committee with 

power to fix the sum to be expended for the dissemination of the work. 
The lleport on Correspondence (134 pp.) was presented by Bro. LEO 

EDMOND nJ~NNETT. 

He pays a deserved tribute to his predecessur, Bro. JOSEPH SA M UEL M[;)(

IWW, who for eighteen years has prepared reports creditable alike to him 

and to his Grand Lodge. 

He says: 

" Masonic relief, as outlined in the 'vVisconsin propositioll which met your 
disfavor last year, is being thoroughly discussed alld generally rejecter!. I 
see no reason to ad vise you to again take up the subject." 

We find his views on the doctrine of" Perpetual Jurisdiction ," thus stated: 

" Considerable feeling seems to have arisen between the Indiana and Pelln· 
syl vania Grand Masters, growing out of I'ennsyl vania's adherence to the doc
trine of perpetual jurisdiction, and the issuance of a circular letter by the 
Grand Mastel' of Pennsylvania which was taken by the Grand Master of 
Indiana as a gross insult and without any excuse 01' palliation whatever. 
Uur Grand Lodge lllust necessarily sympathize with Indialla in this contro-
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versy, holding as we do that the claim of the perpetual jurisdiction is not 
well founded. According to the Pennsylvania doctrine, rejection by a lodge 
is pr'ilnct facie evidence of the bad character of the applicant, and who is 
tbereby forbidden to ever reform unless with the (]onseut of tbe Pennsyl
vania lodge which has placed this' brand' upon hiln. We do not believe 
either the one 01' the other. No lllan is of bad character, becanse rejected 
by a lodge, and at tililes the worst Illen are' taken in' and the better claSH 
rejected, e. g., Zerubbabel, No. 329, New York, 1800. Genc1'I111y, rejection 
simply means that there is olle 01' perhaps 1110re lIIembers of the lodge who 
are not on good terms with the applicant, for very few bad men are attracted 
to Masonry. It has no place in its ranks for such." 

The fact that this Grand Lodge maintains the dl/ctrine of perpetnal juris
diction among its own lodges is a complete answer to this. If the doctrine 

is just, wise and masonic in the Indian TCl'l'itory it is so everywhere,' if it is 

• so among their own lodges, it is so as between their own lodges and all other 

lodges in our great Fraternity, because it 'is a Fratel'l1ity. He misapprehends 

tbe Pennsylvania doctrine, which is that the rejection is a judicial decision, 
under the laws of our Order, that the candidate is untit for initiation, and 

that that decision call be set aside only as other decisions may be-by the 

tribunal wbich rendered it. "Very few bad men are attracted to Masonry": 

what a mistake! They are attracted to Masonry to use it for their selfish 

purposes, but are detened by the feal' of the blacl ball: often, too, they exer

cise a consummate ingenuity in tricks to escape the ordeal of it where they 

are known, and sometimes it has seellled to us of late years that many breth

ren, whose zeal sl1l'passes thcir knowledge, are doing all they can to assist 

in evading our law. Bro. BENN8TT is right when he says: "It has no place 

in its ranks for such": tben why all this turmoil to make a place for them\' 

In this connect ion please read the following from the earlier part of his 

report: 

" But we can more closely guard our doors in the reception of new mate
terial and to a greater degree cull frO!1l the applicants those whose careprs, 
conduct and habits are such aR promise nothing of benefit to Masonry. The 
lIIan who thinks only of self 01' self-interest has no place in Masolll'y, and 
ought never to be adm itted within its tiled rec~ses." 

* * * * * ~ * * * 
"Secrecy of the ballot has had some attent ion and ought to have more. 

All masons know they have no right to enquire or ascertain the reasons for 
an unfavorable ballot, or who cast the negative votes. Yet many more do 
not understand that no mason has any right to even express to any person 
how he may have voted. Our law is plain and needs no construction, yet 
occasionally we come to nnderstand through various channels that Bro. So
and-so blackballed Mr. So·and-so. The right and duty of every member to 
vote is statutory, and none pH'sent can be excused. When masons are true 
to their obl igations no one can ever know how any br9ther may have voted." 

Heferring to our claim that lodges perform funeral and oth~r public cere

monies, while open, he says: 

" We are pleased to endorse his views on this subject. Installations, 
burials or other masonic ceremonials are masonic 'Work, and we confess our 



338 Correspondence-Indian Territory. 

inability to conce ive how lodges can perform any work until they are opened. 
Congregations of masons, unless opened as a lodge, can not lawfully perforlll 
any mason ic ceremon ial. " 

Rcplying to some remarks of ou rs in relation to the organization of the 

Grand Lodge of Oklahoma, he says (among other things): 

" Originally thero WRS bnt one tel'l'itory-the Indian - and but one Gra nd 
Lodge. SubsequenLl y Congress divided the coun try into Indian a nd Okla
hOllla Tenitories, but Congress rlid not and could not ,tl'fect mRsonic jnris
dictional lines, and the lodges in both territories continued under the one 
G rand Lodge." 

The proposition of ],\w involved in this is utterly erroneous, and hcrein 

lies his errol' and that of his Grand Lodge. On this cont in ent the masonic 

law is, that the lodges ill a n independent civil jurisdiction have the inherent 
right to organize a Grand Lodge, 1'eganlless of the wishes of the motiler Gmncl 

L udge. This doctrine was formally ann ollnced when the American lodges, 

chartered und er British anthority, organized the first American Grand 

Lodges, withont eonsulting the Mother Gmnd Lodges, and it has eve r since 

been mainta ined. '''hen Massachusetts was divided, and the State of 
Maine created, the lodges in the latter proceeded of thei!' own motion to 

form a Gmnd Lodge : the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts recoglllzed their 

right to do so, a;;d never dreamed of object.ing 01' auth orizing them to clo it, 

or of sending down her Grand l\'laster to see that everything was done in 

order: indeed, the Grand Maste l' of New Hampshire installed the first Grand 

Officers. 

So when the Indi,ul Territory was divided and the Territory of Oklahoma 

was created as its peer, the lodges ill t he latter had the right to coutinne 

their allegiance to theIr parent, 01' to form a Grand Lodge of their own. 
The moment Congress establishes an independent civil jurisdiction, that 

mOlllent the masonic la w appl ies to it. The only thing, we have cri ticised, 

is this el'l'or in masonic law, into which the parties fell. 

Of the" Eastern Star," he says : 

"Our observation , from active participation ill its work for nearly tel~ 
years, clearly delIlonstrates the usefnln ess of this organization, which makes 
no claim to being masonic, but, bas ing its membership upon affili ated Mastel' 
Masons and their wives, 1lI0therR, sisters, widows anci daughters, cla ims a 
right to ' exist for the purpose of giving practical effec t to one of the benefi
cent pm'poses of Freemasonry, which is to p rov ide for the welfare of the 
wives, daughters , mothers, widows and sisters of Mastel' Masons. ' " 

But we cannot linger longer on this vory able report. However, we will 

add tbat it mURt not be assumed that, because we have given so much space 

to controverting some of his propositions, we disagree with the most that he 

has written, for , in the main, we do agree that he holds to sound views as 
well as forcibly expresses them. 
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IOWA, 1896. 

A fine steel plate portrait of the Grand Master, GEORGE W' ASHINGTON 

BALL, a J.alf-tone of the Deputy Grand Secretary, NEWTON R PARVIN, cuts 

of primitive masonic halls and of an old masonic pitcher, ajae simile of the 

petition for th!) first lodge and a map of the state, showing the location and 

number of i'very lodge, embellish this magnificent volume, whose contents 
are in keeping with its mechanical execution. Biographies of a most inter

esting character, statistics and lists of Past Grand Officers and lodges, with 
dates of organization, make thef>e Proceedings quite an epitome of the his

tory and condition of Masonry in that state. 

The address of the Grand Master (GEORGE W. BALL) takes up thirty-two 

closely printed pages in small type-and though eloquent, able and interest

ing, we can only glance at a small portion of it. 

Of the condition of the craft, he says: 

. " In our masonic life, I am glad to be able to state that we have had a 
happy and prosperous year; that no strife or ill-will has been engendered 
among the brethren, but that harmony and good will have prevailed through
out the jurisdiction. This statement I am sure will be gratifying to us all, 
and it is one that affords me much pleasure to make at the beginning of my 
report on the condition of the order. " 

The fact, that he had granted dispensations for ten new lodges, empha

Rizes his statement. The basis upon which he acted is thus stated: 

"I bnlieve it is much better for the interest of the fraternity, as well as 
for the interest of its individual members, that in all cases where the popu
lation of the country justifies it, lodges should be established sufficiently 
near to each other to give to every member a masonic home within a reason
abl" distance, not greater than seven or eight miles." 

They have a law requiring a brother who has received the third degree to 
pass an examination in his own lodge, before he becomes a full-fiedged Mas

ter Mason: t.he Grand Master says the law works great hardship in many 

instances; but it occurs to us to enquire where the Grand Lodge gets its au

thority to set aside a landmark of the craft of the most fundamental charac

ter. While a mason seeking advancement may be required to show that he is 
qualified for it, he cannot, save by due trial for unmasonic conduct, be de

prived of rights inherent in receiving what he has received. 

He devotes over a page to the" Prerogatives of Grand Masters." When 

young, he had a very correct, though somewhat exaggerated, idea of the 
powers of the Grand Master under the ancient usages and landmarks of 

Masonry: but unfortunately, the organizers of his Grand Lodge had hobbies 
in relation to what civil government ought to be, and at once undertook to 
apply them in masonic government, without regard to what the fundamental 

law was, and thus educated the masons of that obedience; many of the 

ideas then oj' afterwards adopted, the stern logic of events has obliged them 
App. 23 G. L. 
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to abandon, or to disregard in particular cases, ~t the teachings remained 
the same, and so Grand Master BALr~ adopted gradually the prevailing senti
ment and, in his mind, had reduced the Grand Ma~ter to about th e level of 

a Moderator of a town meeting. But when he came to be Grand Master" 
he woke up to a realization of the conditiou, and his remarks show that he 
had experienced a change of views, although he loyally followed the law of 
his Grand Lodge. When will masons learn that Freemasonry is a law unto 
itself, and that the objects of civil government and of masonic government 
are so differeut and the conditionR to be met are so dissimilar, that the sys
tem of either is utterly unsuited for, and uuapplicable to, the wants of the 
other? The failure to appreciate this, is one of the greatest dangers now 

threatening the craft. 
They have a law in relat iun to changing membership in lodges, similar to 

our own, but with an addition that works hadly. The Grand Master ad
vises to change the law so that the old membership terminates when the 
dimit is issued, and the new one commences when the dim it is filed with the 
Secretary of the other lodge-a.s is the case' with us. Rut, heretofore, dimits 
have been granted only to effect a change of membership, so as not to be 
held by an un affiliated mason . 

Hight here we wish to correct an error ; in our report of 1805, we said: 
" A member may resign his membership, but no dimit is given to him, 

and under this new law he can never become again a member of an Iowa 
lodge, nor of a lodge in any other jurisdictioll, which requires the prorluctioll 
of a dimit." 

To which Bro. COXIl, in his Report on Correspolldence, replies as follows: 

"We are surprised that our brother should have fall en into the double 
error of this statement. The law explicitly recognizes the right of a non
affiliate to petition for re-instatement, and further, that a bruther removing 
to another Grand Jurisdiction may receive a dimit direct." 

We are glad to be corrected, and especially that we am be corrected. 
We, however, do not yet understand the process by which one, who has re
signed his memberskip, can get into an Iowa lodge, or one in another juris
diction: we presume, however, that provision is made for granting some 
kind of a certificate, after he has applied for membership. 

Of the Wisconsin proposition, the Grand Matiter well says, (and we quote 
it at length, because he states the position so forcibly and correctly): 

"There is much to be said on both sides of the question. I believe that 
mason,ic charity is, and should be, universal , and that a brother who is a 
member of an Iowa lodge should have the same right to ask and expect 
masonic relief from a lodge in the State of California, or in the City of Lon
don, or in any other part of the world, as he has in a lodge in the State of 
Iowa, and that his ability to obtain sllch relief should not be in any sellse 
dependent upon the right or hope of the lodge furnishing the relief to be re
imbursed by the Iowa lodge. Such relief should be furnished, if he is found 
worthy, to the extent of his actual necessities, lillJited only by the ability 
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of the parties 01' lodge furnishing the assistance, and it should be done 
without asking whether or not the amount furnishell would be repaid by his 
horne lodge. If, after the relief is furnished, the lodge of wh ich the brothel' 
is a member is able to re-imburse tbe parties fUl'llishing the relief, it should 
do so; but, in my judgment, this should be done voluntarily by the lodge, 
and not. under compulsion of any law. 

" Whenever the Grand Lodges of the United States shall generally adopt 
a law making the re-imbursement by a brother's lodge of the amount ex
pendell for his relief compulsory, Masonry will have been converted into a 
mere guaranty or insurance association, instead of a purely charitable or
gan ization, as it now is. A person may then become a member of tbe Order 
having the positive assurance that the lodge of which he becomes a member 
is compelled to furnish him support in sickness, bury him when dead, and 
provide for his widow and children, should their necessities require it, after 
his death. He can obtain the same relief, only making it more certain and 
positive, by joining an insurance company and paying a stipulated sum an
nually therefor. I am in favor of tbe broadest masonic charity when vol
untal'ily exercised, but am opposed to any law or rule that provides for 
charity under compulsion." 

This Grand Lodge has passed a law depriving dimitted masons of all 
rights, except the right to petition for re-instatement, and has asked the 
Grand Chapter and Grand Commandery to adopt the law and its effect in 
those bod ies; the Grand Chapter replied that such is already its law, but the 
Grand Commalldery decided against it. Upon his recommendation, a com
mittee was appointed to present the matter to the Grand Commandery at its 
next session. The question whether a dimitted mason can become a peti
tioner for a new lodge was referred to the Committee on Jurisprudence, 
which reported an amendlllent to the code allowing them to do so. , 

But the matter was recommitted for a report at the next annual commu-
nication, aud we believe all the propositions in relatiou to dimits were dis
posed of in the same way. We find that the c9mmittee proposed to carry 
the Iowa law to its logical result, by providing that if a non-affiliate applies 
for admission to a lodge, a committee shall be appointed to iuvestigate, anel 
unless charges are filed and sustained, bis name shall be entered upon the 
roll of members without any vote of the lodge. The committee seems to 
appreciate the nnmasonic character of the present code, for it says: 

"The general claim in favor of absolute non-affiliation is that it shoutd be 
with the rights of Masonry, barring sucb as are dependent upon lodge mem
bership-which includes masonic aid, the right of lodge visitation, of 
masonic burial, ami the right to walk in masonic procession. These are 
nut all the rights of Masonry, but they are an importaut part of them." 

* * * * * • * * * 
"There is something inherently inequitable in a . non-affiliate being sub-

jected to masonic disabilities who asks in a lodge of his local jurisdiction 
the right of lodge membership and is denied that right by the lodge." 

We think that the Grand Lodge was wise in its hesitation to violate one 
landmark of Masonry in order to sustain itself in the violation of another. 
We venture to suggest that adherence to the old law and usage after all 



34 2 Correspondence-Iowa. 

may be the wisest cOUl'se. The ph~'ase .' masonic aid," in OUl' quotation, 
should be qualified by the addition of the words" by the lodge," to prevent 
any misunderstanding, for the personal obligation to relieve the distressed 
is in no sense a lodge privilege. 

The reports of the Grand Secretary and Librarian arc a 'perfect mine of 
information and instruction to similar officers, as well as of great interest to 
the historian: but our space will not a llow a review of them. He denounces 
the loss of lodge records by fire as a "criminal neglect of duty," because 
he says that for from $25 to $50 a fire proof safe may be procured, in which 
their books and papers may be safely kept from loss by fire. 

The Grand Lodge approved the views of the Grand Master in relat ion to 
the" Wisconsin proposition." 

The Report on Correspondence (163 pp.) was presented by Bro. JAMES 
C. W. COXE. 

In his introduction, he says: 

"The tendency is to more rigid scrutiny of mater ial offered for the 
masonic structure; to greater st.ress upon mental and moral qualificatiolls 
than upon absolute physical perfection; to emphasize the virtues of' brother
ly love, relief, and truth,' and apply them to the every day Heeds of the 
present time; to make fraternity mean much more than a poetic fancy or a 
revolutionist dream. Few of the questions which have heretofore disturbed 
Grand Lodge harmony have any prominence in discnssions of to-day. Dif
ferences of opinion yet exist-it will be a sad day when they do not; abso
lute accord is to be found only in cemeteries; but differences are being 
discussed with a view to elicit truth and secure harmonY,rat.her than 1:01' 
the beggarly satisfaction of a fruitless victory." 

And of "ciphers" : 

" The Massachusetts cypher imbroglio moves him to extended protest 
against any writing or printing of the esoteric work as an infraction of the 
masonic obligation-and we honor our broth!1r's fidelity to his convictions; 
but inasmuch as five jurisdictions in the United States and several abroad 
have an authorized cypher ritual in print, and a majority (doubtless) of the 
remaining jurisdictions have a standard work in writing as a sOl1l'ce uf final 
appeal, we are puzzled to reconcile this general consensus with Bro. Pillans' . 
interpretation of the O. B. prohibition. Moreover, we frankly s'ty that we 
can see no possibility of ensuring correct and uniform work without S(l llIe 
such standard of appeal. " 

He holds sound views in relation to lodge membership, which, we are 
sorry to say, have not prevailed in his Grand Lodge: 

"We have italicized the sentence to wh ich we esp!1cially call attention, in 
confirmation of our oft contention as to the distinction between lodge 
membership and masonic membership; the severance of the former does 
not necessarily affect the latter, except in Grand Jurisdictions where an 
unwise legislation has decreed to make the latter depend on the former. 
Such legislation we deprecate, believing it to be unjust in principle, im
potent in practice as a remedy for non-affiliation, and contrary to the mo~t 
honored traditions and teachings of the craft. " 
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The following is true not only in Iowa, but everywh ere else, so far as our 
observation has extended : 

•• This is not in accord with our observation; the rather is it true, in our 
olVn lodge, that the most faithful attendants and zealous workers are mem
bers of the other masonic bodies. ,We are personally acquainted with a 
larger number of brethren who have taken no • higher degrees' and yet are 
conspicuously negligeut of lodge obligations than we have ever found whose 
loyalty to the lodge was weakened by alliance with chapter, commandery, 
or consistory. We join our brothel' in nrging loyalty to Symbolic Masonry; 
we also deprecate any crusade upon the Capitular, Templar, or Scottish 
Rite institutions." 

And his rebuke of Bro. ROBBINS may well be read in this connection: 
" We also utterly fail to see thp. slightest sign of the peril to the integrity 

of Ancient Craft Masonry which calls forth such repeated warnings from 
our esteemed brother. He sees • machinations' where we see no evidence 
of rlissembling or of disloyalty: and we dislike to be put in the catagory, or 
to have our friends so placed, when we a re conscious of none but pure 
motives and unswerving loyalty to the craft. The so-called • Holy Empire' 
membership is within the body of Ancient Craft Masonry, and is amenable 
thereto; we do not concede that the ta il can wag the dog so readily as some 
good brethren seem prepared to adm it. " 

In his review of Maine, he says: 
"The • perseverance of the saints' is illustrated in the fact that in the list 

of Grand Representatives appears' Iowa, HinLm Chase.' Truth mnst be 
having a • stern chase' in the attempt to overhaul Maine with the intelligence 
that Iowa has abandoned the Grand Representative system." 

The fact is, Bro. COXE, that the masons of Maine have great regard for 
ancient usage, especially if it is a wise and good one. Now Bro. CIlASE, 
our Senior Past Grand Master, has representell Iowa so long that it has 
almost become a landmark: besides, when one of our sister Grand Lodges 
does a foolish thing, we are very slow to find it out! 

He thus refers to the address of Grand Master BURBAN K: 
" The address of the Grand Master (sev enteen pages) is both bl'lght and 

strong-the pillar of wisdom abides in strength and beau t.v. " 

* * * * * * * * * 
"In his' conclusion' the Most Worsh ipful ntters words of warning which 

are weighty. He cautions the craft against intemperance, and urges fidelity 
in dealing with pp.rsistent tipplers; warns against tattling and slander, and 
against the senseless habit of profanity, and urges to a faithful performance 
of the duties of citizenship. The utterance is worthy of both brain and 
heart. " 

He commends the examples of our Grand Lodge, in obtaining the Histo
ries of its lodges, to all others. In the Proceedings, Bro. PARVIN gives a 
few very interesting scraps of the history of two of the old lodges, with a 
cut of the first hall erected in the state for masonic purposes. 

Of the manner in which this report is given in our Proceedings, he says: 
"A new departure which we heartily endorse is the consecutive paging of 

the reports for the two years, which will constitute a volume, with a fu ll 
index for the perioe!. Maine has set an example well worthy of imitation." 
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Although we have given his views in relation to lodge membership, the 
following is so forcible a statement of our own, and, as we have always 

been taught, the correct one, that we copy it: 

" We have no need to 'join the procession '-have been in the front rank 
for years, and have constantly urged that it was a mistake for anyone to 
drop out from lodge membership; but we aR Rteadfastly have maintain'ed 
that it was not a crime, and should not be treated as such; that no brother 
should he deprived of his masonic rights except after due trial and cOI1\'ic
tion of a masonic offence. Here we stand, in defense of masonic rights as 
against lodge privileges, personally valuing both, but believing that they are 
not equivalent and co-extensive, but that the latter may he voluntarily sur · 
rendered without invalida~ing the esserltial integrity of the former, as one 
may withdraw from membership in a church and yet maintain his Christian 
character and stand ing. Neithrr do we believe withdrawal to be wise, but 
we sturdily defend thf' right to do so without impairment of character or 
suspicion of base moti ves. " 

He thus explains the reason for the peculiar use of the words" non-affili

ate " and" unaffiliate " in that jurisdiction: 

" A nn does not see the object to be accomplished by the distitwtion in 
terms which involves no difference in penalty. We share his perplexity, 
and while we originally suggested the distinction in the terms, it was with a 
view to avoid the cOllfusion of thought which had often arisen from failing 
to make a, distinction between a voluntary un affiliate whose masonic charac· 
tel' is unimpeached, and a non-affiliate who is under dIsability because of 
penalty for offence. With ou r legislation as to unaffiliates we are not at all 
in sympathy; we believe that it invades primary rights unwarrantably in 
imposillg penalty without trial alld conviction for masonic offence; hut we 
were not on the Committee on Jurisprudence, nor d id we represent the 
majority in the Grand Lodge session of 1894." 

As usage gives words their meaning, and as very general ann long usage 

has made these worns synonymous, we think the use of them in another 

sense will mislead; we deem it much better to follow the usage and use the 

term" suspended or expelled mason" for those who are such; the term 
" non-affiliate" has never before been applied to these, so far as we know. 

He thus replies to Bro. UPTON, of Washington: 

'" A valuable report' on masonic homes was made; but when it comes to 
the report on appeals and grievances something quite as offensive as ' Par
vinisms' excites his ire, and he reads the riot act thus: 

" , No enactment of a Grand Lodge can make any act a masonic offence; 
nor does the lleglpct of a Grand Lodge to declare a certain act a masonic 
offence prevent its being such. A masonic offence is any violation of 
masonic law. A LL masonic law existed before Grand Lodges were dreamed 
of; and no Grand Lodge, any more than a particular lodge, ever made a 
masonic law. Grand Lodges make laws, rules and regulations, which are 
binding upon those who have covenanted to obey them, and on no one else. 
jlfason-ic law binds all masons, ' 

". A Daniel come to judgment,' forsooth! We wonder whence this 
learned jurist derived such stores of wisdom, and would be grateful to him 
for a detinitio'n of so simple and yet comprehensive a word as 'law.' And 
where may be found the orig'ines of 'all masonic law' which antedates all 
Grano Lodges? Were Brother Upton to sojourn as a non-affiliate within 
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this jurisdiction, and assume to hold himRelf superior to the laws, rules and 
regulations of the Grand Lodge of Iowa, he would soon learn, if he offended, 
that we can make short shrift of such anarchy." 

* * * * * * * * * 
" There are otber matters in this report which we had marked for quota

tion or comment, but we must forbear. We have been edified by many 
things which we have found; we have had occasion for sharp dissent from 
some utterances; we have been pained by a few clauses whICh have come 
under our eye. We cannot res ist tbe conviction that Bro. Upton's severity 
of language belies his kindness of heart. We would not have less of vigor, 
bnt only of vinegar; not less of strength but more of sweetness. Not all are 
masters of masonic lore; deal gently brothel', with those of us who may not 
ypt have attained, yet are honestly seeking, that which was lost, and have a 
real love for and loyal devotion to Ancient Craft Masonry. The wise 
teacher will stimulate and encourage Johnny Dull to better endeavor; 
meantime, Sam Smart needs neither whip nor Rpur. " 

He g ives Bro. PARVIN'S paper on Mexican Masonry, to which we refflrred 

last year, bnt is not ready to recommend the recognition of the Gran Dieta. 

In this connection we quote the followillg from his" Conclusion," which 

we earnestly commend to the attention of all the craft'and especially to Bro. 
ROBIJlNS, of Illinois : 

"If it be said that tOhe nse of our (Protestant) Bible cannot wisely be insisted 
npon in a country where the Catholic influencc has so long dominated the 
people, we reply that such is not our contention, but that the use of a sacred 
book-a book of religion- is a proper masonic requirement. The Douay 
version of the scriptures would meet all of the req uiremellts in the case, as 
would the Koran in Mohammedan countries, or the Zend A vesta, or the 
books of Confucius in countries where these are so generally recognized. 
But the Book of Constitutions 'is not a book of religion, any more than is the 
Declaration of Independence or the Constitution of the United Stat.es. Is 
it averred that none can point out a law or landmark which n;quires the 
presence of the Great Light upon masonic altars? We reply that usage 
makes law; universal consellsus establishes landmarks; uniform observance 
of a custom for a century bas well nigh the force and authority of Magna 
Charta. 'The unwritten law' is recognized in the Masonic Code of Iowa 
elJually with the written law, and as imposing a limitation upon the latter. 
'The letter killeth ; the spirit giveth life.' The intent alllI purpose or an 
institution like Freemasonry is larger and broad er than its written code or 
creed. We believe in the universality of Ma.qonry; but we do not believe 
in it as a universality of negations, but rather as having a world-wide and 
age-long basis in the fatherhood of God and the brutherhood of men. The 
latter is impossible without the former; hence was recogn ition prolllptly f1.nd 
properly withdrawn from the Grand Orient of France when that body with
drew recognition from the Supreme Being. The presence of the Great 
Light does not make men religious, nor does it indicate that they are relig
ious; but its absence from our altars would be a tacit declaration of Athe
ism which would belie all masonic teaching and tradition." 

We have devoted more spa.ce to this very able report than we had intended: 

but its utterances are so forcible and so in accord with Masonry, as it was 

taught to us by the Fathers, that we believe we cannot do a greater service 

to the Institution, than by qnoting freely from it. \Ve are bound to say, 

also, that we have thought that we discovered in tb is jurisdiction a tendency 
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to modernize Masonry, and therefore this report is more than doubly 
welcome. 

KANSAS, 1897. 

The Gran.l I"odge held a special session at Wichita, Sept. ]0, 18D6, to 
dedicate" The Kansas Masolllc Home." 

The Grand Lodge was opened on the third'degree and some business trans
acted, and then opened on the first degree; the procession formed and marched 
to the Home: the Grand Officers occupied the porch, while the brethren and 
spectators were seated or massed on the lawn: the exercises were in the 
usual form, including the giving of the" Public Grap.d Honors": at the con
clusion, the Grand Lodge returned to the Hall and closed . The addresses 
were of a very high order of excellence, but we have not space for a review 
of them. 'Ve, however, give a few statistical facts for possible future refer
ence. 

A cut of the building shows that it is of stone and was constructed for an 
elegant dwelling house. It originally cost $90,000 but was purchased for 
~21,000, of which the citizens of Wichita gave $5,000. Somethillg over 
$5,000 has been expended in repairs and in converting the stone stable into 
a dormitory. The plan is to make additions, when required, on the cottage 
system. The Board of Directors consist of seventeen, nine from the Grand 
Lodge, and two each from the Grand Chapter, Grand Commandery, A. & 

A. Scottish Rite and the Eastern Star. The latter organization took upon 
itself the furnishing of the Home. All debts had been paid and the Board 
had on hand $24,000. It was opened October 16, 1896, and at the end of 
the year. there were nineteen inmates, four old men of.ages varying frolll74 
to SO, one man of 46, utterly helpless from rheumatism resulting from the 
grip, one crippled widow of 42, and thirteen children of ages varying from 
seven to fourteen. The running expenses are not given, of course, as it had 
been in operation only a few months. The number of masons in Kansas is 
about 20,000, nearly equal to the number in Maine: for this reason we have 
given this account of this Home. 

The Grand Master (CHARLES C. CO),ElIAN) says that peace, harmony 
and tranquillity had prevailed during the year, and we note thftt the net 
gain in membership dnring the year had been nearly two per cent. 

He annOUllces the death of Past Grand Master OWEN A. BASSETT, in 
whose memory a Memorial Service was held by the Grand Lodge : severa l 
addresses were delivered: Past Grand Master JOHN W. GUT HRHJ gave a 
most interesting glance at the history of the Grand Lodge from IS55 to IS(l5-

an era in the history of Kansas never to be forgotten. He says: 

" This state of uncertainty and confnsion existed in all the new jnrisdic
dictions in the early ypars of their existence. In view of the social, politi-
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cal and physical conditions during the first ten years of the Territory and 
commonwealth of Kansas, more could not have been expected or demanded. 
The marvel is, that Grand Masters Hees, Fairchild, Saqui, Holliday, and 
other faithful craftsmen, were able to preserve harmony and keep the lights 
of Ancient Craft Masonry burning." 

But in 18GG, a large number of younger men, many of whom had beeu in 
the army, came into the Grand J.odge, and this new blood effected quite a 
change for the better ill the administration of masonic affairs. Bro. BAS
SIH"!' was among them, and he was made Grand Lecturer and Chairman of 
the Custodians of the Work. In two years a uniform system of work was 
established , which still is the approved work of that jurisdiction. For thirty 
years, Bro. BASSETT was literally one of the pillars of his Grann Lodge. 
We would gladly give an account of his civil and masonic life, did space 
permit: but we can on ly add thM when at the age of sixty "God's finger 
touched him" suddenly" and he slept," Masonry and his country lost a 
ID OSt valuable a nd efficient worker for good. 

One uf the lodges conferred the degrees for less than the minimum fee 
prescribed in the law of the Grand Lodge: the Grand Master ordered the 
lodge to collect the deficiency of each candidate: we presum,e that they were 
privy to this violation of the law, otherwise we do not see what claim the 
lodge had upon them: if they were innocent of the fraud, we should say 
that the Master and others, who violated the law, ought to have been the 

ones to make np the fees. 

We are surprised to find tha.t the follow ing decisioll was approved by the 

Grand Lodge: 

"3. Where a petitioner for the mysteries of MasollrY permanently 
removes from the jurisdiction of a lodge before the Committee of Investiga
tion makes its report, the longe loses jurisdictioll of him, and should cause 
his petition and deposit to be returned." 

Vie had not supposed that there is any exception to the rule, that if the 
lodge has jurisdiction of the cannidate, when it receives his petition, it can 
lose that jurisdiction on ly by its own waiver, so far as that petition is con

concerned. 
The reports of the Grand Secretary and Li~rarian show an exceed ingly 

able and energetic administration of those departments. By the permission 
of the Granel Lodge , he had adopted the Card Registry system, by which 
the masonic history of everyone made a mason, or becoming a memiJer of 
a lodge, in that jurisdiction, is g iven on a card: the cards are arranged 
alphabetically in drawers prepared for that pupose: the system is s imilar to 
that now in vogue for cataloguing libraries. 

The Grand Master, Deputy and Grand Wardens comprise a " Council of 
Administration": we have not before us the law fixing their duties, but 
they seem to have charge of dispensing relief during tbe recess from the 
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Charity Fund of the Grand Lodge, and other similar matters. They report 
to the Grand Lodge, and we note that body passes upon their action, !tS it 
seems to do upon all the official acts of the Grand Officers. 'We have been 
a little puzzled to determine what the object of this approval (and it always 
is approval, so far as we have noticed) can be: is it merely to say" well 
done," or does it have some force? Suppose the Grand Lodge withholds 
its approval of some act, which the Grand Master, under the constitution, 
has power to do, what is the effect? 

The Committee on Returns say: 
"The first error we note is the failure of a large number of Secretaries to 

give at least one Christian name in full. The requirement is constitutioual, 
and of such long standing that it seems strauge so many continue to dis
regard it. That such nOll-conformity to the law cannot always be attribnted 
to a lack of knowledge, is shown by the fact that in some instances Secre
taries observed the requirements in making their returns for 1895, and 
wholly ignored it in preparing those for 1896." 

While within a few years, there has been a great improvement in this re
spect, we wish committees in other jurisdictions would imItate this. We 
have an impression, that if the Grand Secretary were empowered to reject 
such returns and require the Secretary to make another set conforming to 
the law, the eyil would cease to exist. To be sure, they might cite in excuse 
the example of one member of the committee making the report, and of the 
members of other committees whose reports are given in those Proceedings. 

The Grand Orator delivered an address, which is well worthy of being read 
and studied by the craft. 

The resolutions of our Grand Lodge in relation to jurisdiction over re
jected candirlates, were presented by our Grand Representative, Bro. 
DAVlD B. FUL[~ER, and referred to the Corr..mittee on Jurisprml.ence, which 
reported (apparently immediately) the following, and it was adopted by the 
Grand Lodge: 

" In thE) matter of the communication from the Grand Lodge of Maille, 
your committee recommend that this Grand J,odge do not concur therein. 
The constitution of this Grand Lodge will not admit of such legislation." 

Inasmuch as the provisions npon this subject are invariably found in the 
constitutions of Grand Lodges, the irresistible conclusion is, that onr 
brethren in Kansas have a Medes-anrl-Persian constitution! We fraternally 
commend to the Kansas committee the advice said to have been given by an 
old judge to a young one, "Give prompt !tnd decisive rulings, but never give 

reasons for them I" 
The Report on Correspondence (186 pp.) was presented by Bro. MATTHEW 

M. MILLER. The" returns" from our printer show us that we are making 
so much greater progress in the number of pages of our report, than we are 
in getting to the end of the alphabet, that we are constrained to omit refer-
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ence to many matters in this report that we han intended to notice. We 
prefer to give our space to a few matters of importance. 

In his rcview of Illinois, he answers fully and completely the argument of 

Bro. Ronrm;s in relation to the Gran Dicta of Mexico. 

In his roview of Maine, he says: 

"Bro. Drummond, for the Committee on Jurisprudence, made report in 
rpgard to the question of uniform rules in relation to jurisdiction over re
jected candidates. The report is a compilation of usage in the various juris
dictions, together with an argument in favor of a five years' uniform rule of 
exclusion of rejected candidateR, except in the lodge where rej ected, 01' to 
another lodge with tho consellt of such lodge, or such consent of officers and 
members as may be prescribed by the Grand Lodge of the jurisdiction 
where rejection took place. We have heretofore discussed tit is question at 
such length that we do not care to take it up again. ThE' rule suggest,ed is 
an excellent one for jurisdictions which adhere to the dogma of perpetual 
jurisdiction. If a return was made to ancient u~age requiring three black 
ballots to reject, we would favor it, because with such a rule we believe 
nine-tenths of the rejections now possible would be impossible, and the rnle 
as to the other tenth would, probably. in a majority of instances, be a wise 
one. The man 'who is conscious of the rectitude of his life and conduct is 
the one who persists; the other fellow, whose sin has found him out, is gen
erally content with a single rejection . 

•. Back in th e land of steady habits, wbere everyone not only knows all 
about his neighbor's life, bnt his business as well. a rejection seems to mean 
a great deal more than it does further west. While our limitation here is 
shorter, the candidate is subjected to the closer scrut iny, if anything has oc
cL11Ted in his former history to affect or niscredit hi s standing, so that really 
the difference is a seeming rather than a real one." 

The concluding sentence of thc first paragraph is not in accordance with 

our observation for over forty years. We have in mind one man who, 

where he had been known for ten years, could not get a majority of white 

balls, managed by changing his name to get rejected by more than one 

lodge, more than once, and then stole into a lodge by which he had been 

known but a brief time: it is true that he was expelled . On the other hand, 

a man" conscious of the rectitude of his life," is so hurt by a rejection that 
he is unwilling to submit to the ordeal again. We think t.hat he is right in 

the first sentence of the secOl.d paragraph; but alas for Masonry, that a re

jec tion does not mean as much "further West" as it does" in the land of 

steady habits." Considering the claims of Masonry to a high character as an 

Institution and to the high character necessary to be admitted into it, human 

experience shows that the " shorter limitation" does not give sufii.~ient 

time to ascertain whether a candidate has that character. 

He decidedly objects to the proceedings of our Grand Lodge in the HART 

case, and devotes three pages to a diRcussion. We are glad that he does, as 

he states the reasons for objPcting to it as forcibly as they can be Rtated. 
He makes several minor points, which we will dispose of first. 

He says: 
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"We think it well-settled 111,w tb11,t jurisdiction vested in either the lodge 
'within wbose jurisdiction said crime had been committed,' or the lodge of 
which tbe 11,ccused W11,S a member, and that he could h11,ve been la wfully 
tried in eitber body for tbe offence. " 

Wb11,t the 'Washington lodge mIght have done, we do not know, and it is 
not neceSS11,ry to know, because, as it h11,d a right to do, it declined to do 
11,nytbing: it ffi11,y be that in tbat jurisdiction, the formerly existing law pre
V11,i1s, that 11, mason can be tried only by the lodge of which he is 11, member. 
Under the 111,w of M11,ine, 11, lodge is responsible for the conduct of its mem
bers wherever they m11,y be; 11,nd the Grand Lodge is bound to see thM its 
lodges do their duty in this respect as in others. Theoretically I-IA RT could 
be tried by Somerset Lodge, but practically he could not be. The witnesseR 
were all in Washington, 11,nd their attendance could not be procured. A 
lodge C11,nnot use a neposition under our law unless it is taken upon notice 
to the accused, and our 111,W assumes that it must be personal notice: HA RT 

had 11,bsconded, and it W11,S impossible to give him either actual or construc
tive notice. But fortunately our Grand Longe has never 'parted with the 
power to tory any member of its obedience; and as the Washington lodge 
would not, and Somerset Lodge could not try HA\('I', 11, case W11,S presented ill 
which it was necessary for the Grand Lodge to intervene in order that any
thing should be done. 

We are not sure that our brother holds to the doctrine of "constructive 
notice," but we desire to say that the provision in some codes, that when 
persOlml notice cannot be given, notice may be left at his last and uSlml 
abode or mailed to him at his last known Po~t Office address, only requires 
the performance of ajarce. It is equ ivalent, and known to be equivalent, to 
no notice at all, The very doctrine of constructive notice is all admission 
of the right to proceed without notice, when it 11,ppears th at actual notice 
cannot be given . 

But we do not rest our position on such narrow grounds. We do not 
wonder at the position of Bro. MILLER, because for many years we held 
firmly to the same doctrine. Like him, we were educated as a lawyer, 11,nd 
one's education is a part of one's self, and we are wont to view every subject 
in tbe ligbt which educatiou gives. Our general and our legal education 
precedes our masonic education. For years and years, we brought the prin
ciples of the civil law to the decision of questions of ma80nic law, till at last 
we awoke to the fact thM "Freemasonry is a Jaw unto itself." 

Investigation shows that the requinrnent of notice to the accused, in 
order to deal with him masonically, was never 11, part of the masonic law till 
imported into it from the civil law, and undoubtedly by lawyers like him 
and us. The formal and technical proceedings in C11,ses of discipline are 
modern innovations from the civill11,w, and the worst of it is that these inno
vations are increasing continually. 



C orrespondence-K ansas. 35 1 

We marvel greatly that, in spite of the force of habit, we did not sooner 
see that masonic trials have little analogy to civil trials. 

Under the civil law, the sole object of punishment is to deter others from 
the commission of crime, though it is true that in recent years, in a limited 
ChlSS of cases, the idea of reformation has been introduced: but under the 
ma.son ic system the leading object is the reformation of the brother, or in 
default of that, purging the society of an unworthy member. "Salus re'ipuu
licre suprema lex" is the practical maxim of Freemasonry. The good of the 
craft and the cOllselluent good name of the institution are superior to all 
other considerations. In this line was the ninth" Old Regulation," which 

unhappily under recent innovations has become practically obsolete : 

"But if any brother' so far misbehave himself as to render his lodge 
uneasy, he shall be twice duly ad mon ished by the Master or Wardens in a 
formed lodge: and if he will 1I0t refrain from his imprudence and obediently 
submit to the advice of the brethren, and reform what gives them offence, 
he shall be dealt with according to the by-laws of that particular lodge, or 
else in such a manner as the Quarterly Communication shall in their great 
pruuence think fit: for which a new regulation may be afterwards made." 

In the first By-Laws of Port land Lodge, adoptp,d in 1769, we find: 

" XVII. Every brother that, after the closi ng of the lodge, shall continue 
in the lodge room, and be guilty of, or accessory to, any quarre ls, fightings, 
swearing, cl11'sing, abusive or opprobrious language, or any obscene beha
vior, so that the Society may by that means be censttred or reflected on, and 
consequently liable to the aspersions and contempt oj the world, on a proper 
remonstran ce, for the first offence he shall receive a public admon ition 
from tbe Master. t he first lodge night he appears, which shall be registered 
by the Secretary: for the seconri offence he shall pay one pound ten shill
ings, lawful money, for the use of the lodge, or be excluded being a memo. 
bel'; and for the third offence shall be forever excluded from the lodge, 
either as a mem bel' or visitor." 

In another respect, the disciplining of a mason differs so much from a 
trial under the civil law, as to make the rules in the latter, utterly inappli
cable to the former. Under the civil law there must be an impartial jury 
empal)elled to try the particular ca.se; no one who ha.s formed an opll1 ion 
can be a juror, and there are many other disqualifications: but in Masonry, 
he mUHt be tried by his lodge, every member of which is bound to act; no 
olle is excused ; no matter if he may have openly expressed an opinion, or 
is the near relative of the accused, he not only has the right, but it is his 
duty, to sit upon the hearing of the case. 

'Without going into other matters, we will say that the modern idea of a 
masonic ~rial never entered the minds of the fathers: but the fuudamental 
idea was that every mason is in the hands of brethren, bound to him by the 
most solemn ties, who can be relied upon to ge t at the truth in their own 
way, and take such measures as the good name and well-being of Masonry 
may require. 
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With these general statements, we bave no occasion to notice Bro. MI LLBI\'S 

arguments in detail, save one: be says: 

" For one, we still adhere to 'ancient usage' trial by olle's peers upon 
charges and specificaLions, after service of lawful notice, an opportunity to 
meet the witnesses face to face and cross-examine them, and judgment by 
the ordeal of the secret ballot." 

He must pardon us for saying that not a single one of these propositions 
is correct: ancient usage had no "trial by peers" ; no charges or specifi
cations; no service of notice; no required opportunity to meet the witnesses 
'face to face and to cross-examine them; and least of all, judgment by the 
secret ballot: the latter practice is by no means universal and its application 
to masonic trials any where is recent. 

We must say further that we think our brother gives an unfortunate illus
tration. He refers to a man falsely accused of a crime, who held his peace 
and made no answer to the accusation, and by his silence was held to admit 
his guilt: be took this course "to save the name oj one dear to kim." 
' Vhile his course was heroic, in law and in morals, it made him a sharer in 
the offence. 

We deprecate the present condition of things which makes a masonic 
trial the same as a trial in a criminal court, requiring able counsel, the 
utmost nicety in observing all the technical requirements of a specific code 
of law, and the admission of only strictly legal evidence, so that unless the 
Master is equal to a Judge of the Supreme Court in knowledge of pro
cedure, the result is a mistrial. We would have the essential safeguards 
thrown around the accused: these are JlOtice when practicable and a hear
iug wben desired; not for tbe purpose of raising technical objections, but 
in an honest desire to get at the truth. We are glad to note a reaction in 
this matter; and that Committees on Appeals are saying that while there 
are technical inaccuracies in the proceectings the accllsed is not injured 
thereby, when the decision is in accordance with the substanLial merits of 
the case, a.nd is affirmed. 

It is no reproach to the ci\'il law that a man cOlllmits a crime and goes 
unpunishect when he is able to hide himself, because that law cannot punish 
a criminal unless he is in its cnstody: but to allow a mason to commit an 
offence and to prevent a trial by preventing the giving of notice to him is a 
reproach to the Fraternity and its methods. In such a case, it is peculiarly 
within the province of a Grand Lodge to ascertain the tl'llth in its own way 
and take such course as will vindicate the fail' fame of the Institution, and 
do no injustice to the accused. No masOIl has an inherent right to a partic
ular method of ascertaining the truth: the civil law has chosen olle methou; 
the masonic law originally chose another method; in whatever method it is 
ascertained, let the truth prevail ill spite of techn icaEI.ies and quibbles! 
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The change in our views has been the result of much thought and investi
gation, and we earnestly COlIllne!ld this matter to the consideration of all 

who love Masonry. 

KEI\TUCKY, 1896. 

Looking to prepara tions for the celebration of the centennial of the Grand 
Lodge in WOO, the Grand Mastel' (FRANK C. GJ;l!A IW) gives a brief history 
of the organization of the lodges which formed the Grand Lodge. In this 
connection, he says : 

" In this connect ion I will venture to sugges t : Our Centennial Proceed
ings would be immensely valuable should they be made to cont,ain an ac
count of Freemasonry in Kentllcky, and sketches of prominent masons of 
this jllrisd iction, with appropriate 'half-tone' illustrations. This wi ll re-
4uire time for its preparation, hence it may be well to decide upon it at an 
eady day, if it is to be done at all." 

Of public insta llations, he says : 

" These occasions, if the ceremonies are well conducted, aIford recreation, 
increase an interest in things masonic, and give information as to our teach· 
ings that the public have a right to know, in consideration for kind toler
ance of a secret society amollg them." 

He had suspended a Master fqr unmasonic conduct and snmmoned him to 
appear before the Grand Lodge. He deemed the law in relation to this mat
ter very in(lefinite: but he appointed a commission to take the testimony on 
both sides and report it to the Grand Lodge. The Committee on Jurispru

dence cOlllmended this action as " wise, prudent and according to law." So 
do we : and we are specially glad to read the endorsement of this committee, 
of the doctrine th at a Grand Master can do some t hings for which he cannot 
tind a wan·allt in the constitution of the Grand Lodge. However, the com
mittee, fearing, perhaps, that some successor would not be so " wise" and 
"prudent," reported an amendment providing for a commission with power 
to remove him from office and yet leave him to be tried by h is lodge, after 

the expiration of his term of office. We prefer our law, under which the 
Grand Lodge tries the whole case: we would add, however, the provision, 
for a commission, to sa\' e expense and possible del."y. While the law has 

been as it now is for many years, yet so far as we remember, we are yet to 
have the first trial of the Master of a lodge for un masonic conduct. Trial 
by the Grand Lodge can be had practically only through the agency of a 
comnlission . 

The following was among the decisions approved by the Grand Lodge : 
" The apon is worn, 1°, bib up; 2°, bib dow)]; 3°, flowing freely, as in the 

:l0, except when worn as a mark of distinction, then the left band corner is 
tucked up. This is according to the teachings in the oldest jurisdictions, 
viz: Massachuset ts, Pennsylvania, New York, the Carolinas, Georgia, Vir
ginia, Connecticut, Tennessee and others (sile Connor's Tennessee report 
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1892), and in some of the oldest charts and illustrated manuals-Webb-Car
son, 1858; Moore, 1851, etc." 

As IIsual the" Home" takes up considerable space in the Proceedings ; 

we are glad to find that it is in a flourishing condition. 

The Grand Secretary had obtained the portraits of sixty-nine of the eiohty

~ix Past Grand Masters, he felt sure of obtaining some of the others. The 

Grand Lodge voted unanimously to add that of the Grand Secretary: where
upon the retiJ:ing Gra nd Master asked and obtained the privilege of paying 

for the portrait as a slight token of his appreciation of the assistance he had 

received from Bro. GJU~T during his term of office. Our Kentucky brethren 

know a good thing when they see it-that is sometimes! 

We note that the Grand Master did not appoint the Standing Committees 

until the afterlloon of the first day. In his address he complained (and we 
think justly) of the hasty work of committees. III 2\1aine, we avoid that in 

part, by appointing our committees for the next year on the last day of the 

session, having a provision in our Constitution that a member of a commit

tee, being a member of the Grand Lodge when appointed, shall cUllti.nue to 

be a member of the committee until the close of the next session, although 

in the meantime he ceases to be a member of the Grand Lodge. It is true 

that this method prevents the :tppointment ·(save to fill vacancies) of new 

members of the Grand Lodge, but as the object is not to honor the ap

pointees, but to have work done and well done, one session's exper ience all 

the better qualifies the brethren for that duty. 

In passing we note that the Library is now "respectable in size and 
choice," as it certainly will continue to be if Bro. STATON is allowed ,', half 

a chance." 
The sermon by Bro. H. R. COLE)[AN was a splendid exposition of Broth .. 

erly Love. 
The following preamble and resolution were unanimously adopted by a 

rising vote : 

"WllEIlEAS, Some delegates who attend the Grand Lodge of the State of 
Kentucky as representatives of their subordinate lodges have debased them
selves and brought reproach upon the inst itution of Masonry by becoming 
intoxicated while act ing in the capacity of delegate. Now, therefore be it 

"Resolved, That should any delegate become intoxicated whi le in dis
charge of his duty, as such, and should it come to the knowledge of the 
Grand Secretary, it shall be his duty to report the act to the subordinate 
lodge to which the delegate belongs, to be acted upon by said lodge, and the 
punishment shall be expulsion." 

Well meant, but utterly impotent for good! Let the Grand Lodge, in 

the exercise of one of its primal powers-that of self-protection-v isit swift 

and cond ign punishment upon the oiIenaer, and there will be rare cause for 

similar complaints. 
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• KClltucky has a " Widows' and Orphans' Home," but proposes to go fur-

ther: 

"As a llnounced ill the Grand Lodge when the Centcnnial Committee was 
first appoillted, thc object in beginning thus early the arrangements for the 
propcr celebration of OLlr masonic centenn ia l in 1000, was to give five years 
ill which to raiRe a fnncl with which to build and elldow a Home for aged and 
destitute lltaSOns, and an Infirmary for the benefit of our masonic families. 
Your cOlUlllittee being of the opinion that the work shonld not be nlldcr
taken with a less amoLlnt than $50.000, have taken the pledges for this fund· 
conditional on that amount being snbscribed. At the end of this, r eally the 
first., year of the five (though some subscriptions were made last year), they 
a re cnabled to report that less than 1,800, or lesR than one-tenth of the Cl'aft 
in th is jurisdiction, have snbscribed $25,000.00, or more than one-half the 
rcqnired amount. They are also gratified that they can report that the bulk 
of those subscribing ignore the condition of 50,000, a nd many a re already 
paying to the Secretary and Treasury of the committee their first install
ments on their subscriptions. 

"YonI' committee are of the opinion that it is but a matter of time when 
not only the $50,000 but 200,000 will be raised by voluntary contribution 
for this deserving charity. 

" A n average contribution of $2.00 a year for five years by the craft in 
this jurisdiction will produce t1lP last named sum-enough to build and ell
dow :tnd make self-sustftin ing this greatly needed and beneficent institution. 
There may be a few of our brethren unable to contribute to this work, but 
we can not conceive of a brother being unwilling to do so." 

The Deputy Grand Master presiding, a proposition to amend a proposed 

amendment to the constitution, presented the year before, was ruled out of 

order, and the ruling sustained by the Grand Lodge. Correct: bnt there 

has been, of late years, a tendency in the opposite direction, and some codes 

ex pressly provi(le that amendments may be made in such cases. 

We find the followi ng: 

" Tonching the communication from the Grand Lodge of Ma ine with ref
erence to pcrpetual jurisdiction, we desire only to say that the doctrine in 
quest ion is not held by this Grand Lodge, and we are satisfied that it does 
not des ire to change its attitude npon this qnestion. Adopted ." 

This illustrates the haste with which the committce work was done. The 
qnestion was not what Kep. t ucky desires, but whether Kentncky was willing 

to do someth ing to preserve llimnony among the jnrisdict ions, and while the 

inference from this action is that she 'is not willing, we do not believe that 

snch is the fact, and clo believe that the deliverance of the committee was a 
blunder caused by a lack of opportunity to examine the matter suffic iently 

to comprehend correc tly what was suomitted to them. 

The Report on Correspondence (157 pp.) was submitted by Bro. WILLIAM 

IV. CLAIlK". 

Our Proceedings were received late and the review of them is evidently a 

hurried one. 
He Illisapprehends the report on jurisd iction over rejected cand idates. 

He says: 
App. 24 o. L. 
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"The report admits that the rejection by so many Grand Lodges of these 
propositions makes uniformity impossible. Proceeding, it then in an able 
manner repeats many of the arguments in favor of perpetual jurisdiction 
which, in OUl' opinion, have been time and again exploded." 

There was no such admission: there was the statement, then historic, that 
so many Granci Lodges had declined to adopt the Mississippi proposition, 
that 'nniformity could not be secm'ed in that manner. That fact was the 
reason for trying something else, which would be a very foolish thing to do, 
if it was admitted in advance that uniformity is impossible. 

Nor i~ there a single argument in that report" in favor of perpetual juris

diction": the whole report is directly against that doctrine. 

He says further: 

" We will not at this time enter upon a discussion of this matter; the fol
lowing, however, quoted from the report, is worthy of careful thought, and 
it is suggested that if every Grand Lodge will give full faith and credit to 
the acts of all other Grand Lodges in the matter, the danger feared will 
have passed: 

" The reasons which caused the Grand Lodge of Mississippi to propose 
thi~ rule exist to-day, and are stronger than ever before. The questlon of 
jurisciiction over rejec ted candidates threatens to disturb the relations 
between the Grand Lodges of this country, and the danger of such disturb
ance grows more imminent as the years roll on. It bas already caused dis
sensions and protests, and it is only because some Graud Lodges do not 
have' the courage of their convictIOns,' or are willing to endure what they 
deemed a wrong rather than disturb the harmony of the craft, that a disrup
tion of masonic relations between some of our sister Grand Lodges has not 
already taken place. Such disruption must surely come, and it is only a 
question of a brief time when it will come, unless some common undel'stawl· 
ing is reached in relation to this matter. Our own Grand Lodge is not 
exempt from this danger. Your committee, therefore, have deemed it iw
pOl·tant to exallline the whole qnestion and submit the result to the Grand 
Lodge. " 

Yes; that is true; and if Kentucky will give" full faith and credit to the 
acts of all other Grand Lodges," there can be no danger of trouble, so fm' 
as she is concerned; but while she wishes all other Grand Lodges to give 

" full faith and credit" to her acts, she refuses to reciprocate unless those 
acts are in accord with her own law: if she will apply this doctrine to 1'enn
sylvania, for instance, there can never be allY clashing with that Grand 
Lodge. The object of the Maine resolutions is to get all the Grand Lodges 
to yield somewllat, and thus reach the desired result. 

He is in accord with the deliverance of our Grand Locige in relation to 
the WiSCOllSill proposition, saying that it "presents the matter in the dear
est possible light." 

In his" conclusion," he submits wllat he calls his third argument on the 
question of jurisdiction over rejected canclid:Ltes. 

His first argnment, to Ollr comprehension, if it proves anything, proves 
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that our law requiring a unanimous ballot is utterly unjust, alld therefore 
that a rejection goes for nothing. 

His Il ext point is that if the P ennsylvania law is valid, it is valid every

where. ll e is right: he might have illustrated it further by applying the 
doctrine that an expu lsion, if valid where made, is valid everywhere. 

lIe thell supposes a case in which a rejected candidate is made a mason 
in viul;.tiun of the law of jurisdiction, and then is elected Grand Master of 
Kentucky. 

He then says: 

" Would Grand Master Hiram be permitted to visit a lodge in Pennsyl
van ia? If the Grand Lodge of l'ennsy lyg,nia be consistent he would not, 
because the doctrine of perpetual jurisdiction unequivocally affirms, not that 
a lodge in Pennsy lvania acquires perpetual jurisdiction over candidates re
jected by it (their apologists dare not so affirm), but that every lodge every
where acquires perpetual jllrisdiction over- rejr,cted candidates." 

In answer to his question, we say certainly not, any more than if the 

Grand Lodge of Kentucky should make a woman a mason, and then elect 

bel' Grand Mastel', and she should attempt to visit a lodge in Pennsylvania: 

01' if it should make a mason of an expelled mason , and make him Grand 
Master. 

We are not advocating the doctrine of perpetual jurisdiction; we do not 

believe that it is a landmark; but we ao hold that an aot done by a Grand 

Lodge within its jurisdiction shall have the same effect everywhere that it 

has under the law of the jurisdiction in which it is done, and that any Grand 

Lodge, which does not gi ve it that effect, violates the supreme law of Free
masonry: the illustration, we have already made-the expUlsion of a mason 

- is in point. 
lIe then goes on with an argument based upon his ideas of the powers of 

Grand Lodges, and asks this question: 

"Let us suppose that every lodge in Kentucky should surrender its 
charter, would anyone deny that there were stili many thousands of masons 
ill KelltLlcky, ot' would anyone assert that there was a Grand Lodge of 
Kentucky ? 

We cannot answer for Kentucky, becanse, as we understand it, that Grand 

Lodge has departed from the ancient landmarks and is not a sovereign Grand 

Lodge in the sense that the Grand Lodge of Maine, or of Pennsylvania, and 

all other Grancf Lodges in t.lle world, except Kentucky and a very few others, 
are sovereign. If he will strike out .. Kentucky" from his question, and 

insert Maine or anyone of the other Grand Lodges that do not fall within 

the exception, the answer to the last clause is "Most certainly." 

The Grand Lodge of Maine is composed of over fifty members in addition 

to t.he representatives of lodges : all are absolutely equal in their rights and 
powers: anti the Grand Lodge of Maine will continue to eXIst as long as it 

I 
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h1),8 members enough to open a Master's lodge, though there be present not 
a single representative of lodges, and even if there should be not a lodge in 
existence in the state. What is true of Maine is true of every other Grand 
Lodge, that has not divested itself of the power which WI,S inherent in the 
Mother Grand Lodge, and is formed on its model. To say that lodges 
create Gr:tnd Lodges (even if it were true, and it is not), and that the same 
power, which created, can control or destroy thelll, iR utterly erroneous . 
The creative power is the fundamental law of Freemasonry, and the lodges 
are the mere instrnments by which that law, over which they have no cant'rul, 
is made effective. A clergyman can make the union of a man and a woman 

legal, but he is the mere instrumellt of the law; lodges, which are the in
strument of the law in organizing a Grand LOllge, C'11l no more control or 
destro.v that Grand Lodge, than the clergyman can control or destroy the 
marriage in effecting which he has served as the instrument of the law. 

Bro. CLARKE says: 

" We submit that Grand Lodges are governments of enumerated power~, 
and, therefore, can enact such legislation only as they may be empowered 
to enact by their constitutions expressly or by necessary implication granted; 
or they are governnlents of general legislative powers, and may enact any 
legislation not inhibited by their constitutions." 

His Grand Lodge, aml a few others, come within the first proposition: the 
others come within the second, and when it is remembered that those (~rand 

Lodges can change the'ir constitutions at theil' own pleasure, in the mode pro
scribed by themselves, his argument, based upon limitations of the power 
of Grand Lodges of this class, therefore, has no weight. 

We would be willing to, admit that the fox, which lost its tail, had the 
right to consider that the proper condition to be in, and even to urge that other 
foxes shall follow his example, but we are not willing to admit that tbe 
foxes, which do not follow that example, are nevertheless without any caudal 
appendage. 

The fallacy in Bro. CLAHKE'S argument is shown by the fact that it ap
plies equally to expelled masons and rejected calldidates. 

There are a very few Grand.Lodges which hold that the doctrine of per
petual jurisdiction is a landmark. There ought to be a common ground 
upon which the others can stand; but it can be reached only by lUutual con
cession: if "full faith and credit" are given to the acts of a Grand Lodge, 
the effect given to such act everywhere is the effect it has under the law in 
the jurisdiction in which it was dc>ne: if this principle is admitted the solll
tion of th is grave question is an easy one. 
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LOUISIANA, 1897. 

Two specht! communications were held to Jay the corner stone of public 

buildings: according to the record, the ceremonies were performed by the 

Grn.nd Lodge open as such. On en.ch occn.sion the Grand Master, ALBERT 
G. BRICE, delivered n. very learned, instructive and in teresting address. 

In his annual address, the Grand Mn.ster says: 

" On the stn.te of the Order, therefore, with all the n.nxiety and general · 
depression without, if we look within the lodge, I do 1I0t think we have 
cn.llse for concern. The financin.l affairs of the Grand Lodge are fairly well 
sustained. The lodges generally have paid their dues and representation on 
the floor shows no falling off from previous years, however discouraging has 
been the finn.ncht! olltlook. It is true, we have not performed all that was 
intended during the year, but we have not added any new burden to our 
debt; and if the suit for taxes, that has recently b"en submitted to the 
Supreme Court for decision, were not pending over us as a nightmare, the 
members of the Grand Lodge wouln really have cause for rejoicing n.t the 
promise before them. It was intended some considerable improvement 
should be made to this building, so as to have it second to none for the com
fort of its tenn.nts; but these improvements were deferred, for reasollS fully 
detailed in the report of the Comm ittee on Improvements. 

"The returns up to this writing show the lodges have made acqnisitions 
to their membership during the year; and if it were not for the number of 
suspensions for non-payment of dues t.he incr()ftse at melllbers for the year 
would be considerable. Information from seveml portions of the state as
snres mp there has been a very general interest in Masonry thronghont the 
jnrisdiction, and much good work has been accolllplished." I 

li e announces the deaths of 1;3ros. HENRY HHIBllRGIlR, for eighteen years 

Master of Louisiana Relief Lodge, alld AnEL G. NORWOOD, Past G. Master. 

In th is jurisdiction, joint occupancy of halls is not permitted save by the 

consent of the Grand Master: the stringency of the times, however, had 
caused him to give that consent in quite a number of cases. This rule im

poses a severe burden upon country lodges, and, so far as we can see, for a 

mere sentiment. It iR not justified by ancient nsage, nor by anything inher
ent in the use of halls. 

The Grand Master decided that when a candidate is rejected for ad

vancement, he may apply again as soon as he pleases, bnt the Grand Lodge, 

upon the report of the Committee on .Jurisprudence, held utherwise: we 

think, however, that the Grand Master has the best of the argument. The 

law provides that when a petition for initiation or the degrees is rejected, 

another petition shall not be received till after six months. It seems to us 

that this applies to petitions for initiation, or for or.e or more of the degrees, 

by one who has received part of them elsewhere, ann. thus nnderstood, the 
law is a wise and prudent one, as experience has shown. 

But the application for advancement is not by petition, and is made orally. 

l\loreover, the language of the law clearly implies that the right to ad vance
lIlent depends on proficiency, and it is absurd to say that in all cases in 
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which a candidate fails to pass a satisfactory examination, it will take every 

one s ix months to become profic ient, or that he cannot become proficient in 

one month. The cOlllmittee seem to assent to the clai m that the question is 

olle of proficiency, for they agree with the Grand Master that notice of such 

rejection should not be sent to the Grand Secretary, as is required in other 

cases: this admissioll also snpports the position of the Grand Master. 
Perhaps they found as we do, that the argument of the Grand Master is 

unanswerable: 

" A candidate for initiation in a lodge stands in a very difIerent relation 
to the Fraternity to that of a brother E. A. or F. C. Mason of such lodge. 
The former has no right whatsoever in the lodge. Jt is em inelltly propel', 
from wise and prudential motives, that ti, e lodges of the jurisniction should 
be notified of the rejection of petitions for initiation or for degrees. But why 
should an E. A. or a F . C., who has merely exercised his legal right a nd 
made application for advancement, have his name published ill a ll the lodges 
of this jurisdict ion, because his lodge, in the exercise of its prerogrltives, de
nien him this favor? .For it is a favor the lodge may grant or withhold 
withollt affecting his good standing in his lodge. A t most, it is an expres
sion of the will of his lodge that he is not qualified for advancement. If his 
moral standing or character in the lodge is unimpeached by the unfavomble 
bal lot for advancelflellt, it follows, as a rule of right, that no act should be 
done by his loage, lIor by the Grand Secretary, calculated to put a doubt or 
discred it on his good name. He is a member of the lodge, and in good 
standillg as all E. A. or F. C. To publish his name in the monthly circular 
is to put on him the seal of condemnation, and suggests unworthincRs-and 
if J lHwe read the H.~gulations correctly, without authority or warrant in 
law. That it has ueen a CUBtO Il1 to publish in the rnollthly circular all re
jections for advancelllent is adlllitted. But a custom, however long exer
cised, if in violation of common right, cannot, with reason, be pleaded as 
justification for its continua nce." 

Grand Secretary LAMBERT reports that all but two of tlIe one hundred 

and thirty-on e lodges had made returns. 

The tiftieth a nniversary of the raising of M. W. Bro. SAM[;EL MANNING 

TODD to the degree of Master Mason cal1le during the session of the Grand 

Lodge. The venerable l'ast Grant! MaRte r .JOIlN Q. A. FELI.OWS, presented 

to him, in ope II Grand Lodge, a testimonial elegantly engrossed, with remarks 

appropriate and just, as on ly that distinguished brother could make. This 

sentence states a masonic service which but very few in the world have ren

dered: 

"This is the forty-fifth seRsion of the Grand Lodge of which he has been 
a member: for fifteell successive years he sat in this East as a Grand Officer; 
Deputy Grand l\laster, Grand Master, Grand Treasurer and Grand Secre
tary, and again as Grand Master, allLl for twenty-four years a l'ast Grand 
Master. " 

The remarks were all the more forcible from the fact that these two 

brothers had been associated in mason ic work for more than. forty-five 

years. Others followed with eloquent remarks, and the testimonial was 

ordered unanim ously by a ri sing vote. Bro. TODD was almost overwhelmed, 
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but his few words of reply were eloquent in their modesty and simplicity. 

Would we had been there to see! 

The Grand Representatives were received, and their Senior, Bro. TODl), 

who had served, we think, thirty years, Bro. FELLOWS, who is a "close 

second" with twent,y-nine years' service, and Bro. PDICKA 'w, just returned 

from a visit to England, responded, to the great pleasure and interest of the 

Grand Lodge. 

The Heport on Correspondence (81 pp,) was presented by Bro. JOliN Q. 

A. FELLOWS: as heretofore, he divides it by subjects, and under each head 
he quotes the deliverances of other committees upon the subject, giv ing the 

views from the different standpoints, sometimes without indicating his own 

opinion, sometimes expressing it briefly and in a few instances taking a part 

in the discussion. 

Upon many questiolls we are fully in accord with him: upon others we 

differ: the difference generally arises from a disagreement upon a funda

mental principl e : we hold to the original form of mason ic gOI'emmellt, that 

the Grand Lodge is 'the source of power and grants to lodges snch powers as 

they have : he holds to the doctrine first imported into Masonry at the or
ganization of the Grand Lodge of North Carolina; from the system of law 

about that time adopted for the government of the United States, that the 
Grand Lodge is not sovereign, but has only snch powers as the lodgf's have 

Reen fit to give to it. His own Grand Lodge is apparently with us, for wh ilo 

its constitution provides for snbmitting proposed amenoments to that instrn" 

mellt to th e lodges, and if approved by a majority of them, it becomes effect

ive, sti ll the Grand Lodge may, by a two-thi rds vote, adopt an amendment. 

The constitution gives to the lodges the power to adopt, but apparently if a 

majority vote against it, nevertheless the Grand Lodge may still adopt it by 
a two-thirds vote. The test of the sovereignty of a I~rand Lod)l:e is whether 

it has the power in itself to amend its constitution. Th is Grand Lodge rec

ognizes the binding force of ancient usages, for "It may make laws * * 
not inconsistent with the provisions of this constitution, 'the old charges of 

the E'ree and Accepted Masoils of 1723,' or the ancient usages and landmarks 

oj the order. " 

Of ciphers, he says: 

"The difficulty in these matters arises froin the different views on the sub
ject of the ritual. Many believe that there must be an exact uuiform ity, 
even to the dotting of an 'i' or the crossing of a 't,' and so insist; and that 
the work they have is the Simou pure, original work, and, as Bro. Schultz 
intimates, is a landmark . The Grand Lodge of Louisiana, long ago, as 
heretofore shown, made the essentials to consist in un iformity in the tie 
which binds us together as masons, and in the means of recognition-as a 
consequence, I may say, we, in Louisiana, have had no nse for pri nted or 
written rituals or ciphers. 
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" Everyone, 0;; reflection, mnst admit, that it is impossible to retain the 
exact verbiage of the work and lectures by oral transmission. It simply 
can't be done. " 

This is true; but the tide is sp.tti ng strongly in the opposite direction, and 

hence-ciphers. 
With his views upon masonic government, he of course denieS that Grand 

Mastpl"s have the power to make masons at sight: but in so doing he dellies 

the effect of "the flncient usages and lflndmarks of the order," which the 

constitution of his OWII Grand Lodge recognizes as superior to itself. 
He holds to the old doctrine in relfltioll to mflsonic charity alld to the 

l'ight of non ·affiliates, alld after quoting the action of the Grand Lodge of 

Iowa, he adds : 

"The way to remedy the ev il suggested is to do what is right and to enact 
in the Grand Lodge that non-affiliation is not a mason ic crime, and that 
non··affiliates are on ly denied strictly lodge benefits. Taking the distinction 
made by the statut,)ry definition of unaffiliates as 'one whose membership 
in a recognized lodge has been severed on account of selltence for offence'; 
it follows that a nOli-affiliate is guilty of no masonic offence, and is and can 
be only deprived of lodge benefits-such as being ent itled to share in the 
lodge work, visit it, walk in its processions, or receive, as a right, masonic 
aid, or masonic burial. These all are what are termedludge bellefits. Rnt 
yet the non-affiliate is a mason in good standing, not in a lodge, to be sure, 
for he is in no lodgE', bnt elltitled to all the other benefits and rights of a 
mason, which are infinitely superior to lodge benefits, strictly speak ing. 

" When our brethren divest themselves of the fefltures of other so·call ed 
secret, benevolent societies, of no kin to Mflsonry, retnrll to first principles 
and recognize the institution as Free-Masonry, they will fi nd the ev il of 11011 -

affiliatioll, much , very lIluch, lessened." 

lIe quotes nearly ten pages (some four from Maine) of the deliverances 

in relation to jurisdiction over rejected cand idates, but acIds nothing of his 

own. 
He again discnsses the qnestions involved in the recognition of the Gran 

Dieta of ~lexico. 
He has modified the views expressed last year aIHI has deserted Bro. ROB

BINS, for he says: 

" ,We do not even assert that Supreme Councils cannot create lodges, 
as such assertion is not necessary, but we do a.~sert that no HHd degree 
mason, as such, can make a mason, nor can any Supreme Coun cil create a 
lodge of Jlrofanes, thus made masons, " 

This refers to a preceding pragraph: 

"The chairman of this committee well knows, that in 18(lO. Bro. Charles 
Laffon, of New Orleans, then a member of the Supreme Council of the 
Southern jurisdiction, went to Mexico to establish Masl)n ry and a Supreme 
Council in that country. We have yet to learn that there was a single lodgn 
in existence in Mexico at that time. I know that he made a number of 
Sovereign Grand Inspectors General (33d degree masons)-established the 
Supreme Council, and there being no affi liated masons in the country, so I 
understand from him 0 11 his return, he made masons, and created them 33ds. 
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If there were lorlges or masons, in Mexico at that tillie, he did not so report 
(and there may have been), I would like to see some proof of the fact. 

"Now, I do not think B1'OS. Drummond, Miller, Hedges or Parvin, will 
fail for a moment to a(lmit that every profane made a mason by Bro. Lafi'on, 
in 1860, was a clandestine made mason, and that though at the time he 
gave them the degrees up to thi; 33d, inclusive, they were sti ll clanrles
tinn and could never be recognized, not even healed, but could become 
Illasons only by bning mncZe in some. legitimate and regular lodge, nor can 
they but admit the conclusion which must necessarily follow, that these 
clanrlestine masons could do no legitimate work, not even if they had the 
:J:~d degree and they were a Supreme Council, received in the manner above 
set forth. If that Supreme Conncil-the Supreme Council of Mexico-thns 
created, has made masons of profanes and constitut.ed lodges of those thus 
IIlade, snch persons are clandestine made masons, and the lodges are clandes
tine and incapable of formIng a Grand Lodge ,wd should not be recognized ." 

We do "fail to admit" his pruposition: if a Supreme Council can create 

lodges, it creates them in accordance with its own laws: according to Bro. 
FELLOWS, there was no Granrl Lod ge there and no lodge even: Illasonically 

speaking, the country WItS absolutely open to any masonic power to estab

lish Yrasonry there without infringing the jurisdiction of any other power 

in the least : if, under the laws of a Supreme Counci l, one of its members is 

anthnr ized, -h, su.ch a country, to confer th e degrees to establish Masonry 

there, his ftcts :1,re valid: the proposition that a profilne can be mftde a mason 
on ly in a regular lodge has exceptions; if not, HICIIAllIJ VAVX lived and died 

a clandestine mason, as well a.s many others, who have been everywhere 

recognizee! as regular. 

The fact is that the admission that a Snpreme Counci l can create lodges, 

ca rries with it Ilecei\i\arily the adlll isslOn that a Supreme Council can make 

masons, and that masons made in accordance with it.s laws are regnlar. 

Bro. FI':LLOWS, to a certain extent, restates his proposition that Supreme 

Conncils and Grand Orients, save in except ional cases, are not masonic 
bodies: he bfl.ses his fl. rgument npon the construction which he gives to the 

action in 1717, when the Grand Lodge system bega.lI: but unfortunat~y for 

his argument, the masonic worlrl fl"Om1717 clown, by its uSfl.ge, has givell the 
opposite consLl'llction, thus settling the whole quest ion, a proposition which 

om distingnished brother does not attempt to controvert. 

MANITOBA, 1896. 

Two special communications were held, at which the Grand Lodge Ifl.id 

comer stones, with the usual ceremonies, and interesting addrei\i\es. 

The Grand Master (CHARLES N. BlnL) had granted a large number of 
dispensations, and of them he says: 

" You will notice that, as usual, at least one-half of the dispensations 
granted were for permii\i\ion to attend Div ine Serv ice in regalia. Brethren, 
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in my opinion either no dispensation should issue for this purpose, or all 
lodges should regularly, by constitutional enactment, be permitted nnd er 
simple regulations, to enjoy this privilege, for it has become a recognizer! 
custom in this Grand Jurisdiction for lodges to attend Divine Service in epI
bration of the Festival of St. John the Baptist, or at some other date. A 
proposed amendment to the constitution in respect to this matter has been 
made for consideration at this communication." 

The amendment was proposed , but was" declared lost": the terms of it 
innicate that a dispensation is necessary in order that the lodge may bury 

its dead; we regard this limitation not only as unwise, but contrary to the 

a lmost universal usage. 

He reports the healing of two masons made in a clandestine lodge; he 

does not give the location of the lodge, and we have no means of determin

ing whether thp. craft in otht!" jurisdictions should be pnt on their gnard in 

relation to it, or not. 
He had visited many lodges, with excellent re , ults. Even in Maine, with 

its large territory, we have little idea what visiting lodges in Manitoba 

means, as will be seen from the following: 

"To illustrate how extensive om jurisdicLion now is, and the di fficulty 
your Grand Masters experience in Yisiting, I may say say that on one t ri p 
when I was absent from home for two weeks I traveled about 2,;·100 miles 
by rail ann stage, made nine official amI · two unofficial vi, its, cons tituted a 
lodge, and delivered e ight lectures or addresses." 

We find that a jurisdictional case has arisen, which we shall follow with 

lUuch interest, the matter hav ir.g been continuecl in the hands of the Grand 

Master: 

"It having been reported to me by Doric Lodge, No. no, siLuMed at 
Boissevain, that a person resident there who had applied to be iniLiated in 
that lodge and bflen rejected, bad, during a vi~it to a village in Ontario, pre
sented his application to a lodge there and been illiLiated. I immediate ly, 
through the Grand Secretary, entered into correspondence with the Grand 
Lodge of Canada in Ontario in regard to this COlli plaint of Doric Lodge, and 
have ,to report that the facts as staLed by Doric Lodge have been adm itted. 
I have not, however, been informeci if t he Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge of Canada in Ontario has taken, or intends to take, any furt her ac-
t ion in this matter." ' 

The reports of the District Deputies show a careful and intelligent per

formance of duty by those officers, and a generally prosperous cond ition of 

the lodges. 

We find that the Grand Secretary gives the particulars in relation to th e 

two masons healed: 

"The M. W. Grand Master. according to anciellt custom, healed two 
members of an association claiming to be masons, but not recognized as such 
by tbis Grand Lodge. The said associatIOn is known as the Grand Lodge 
of Ontario, Ancient Free and Accepted Masons. These members fumished 
satisfactory evidence that they, and without knowing the consequences, had 
become members." 
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The Boal·d of General Purposes report in relation to the same matter: 

"At a meeting held on the 7th October, 1895, the M. W. Grand Master 
brought up the question of the advisability of healing brethren of the ille
gitimate and now defunct Grand Lodge of Ontario. A communication was 
a lso read from the Grand t>ecretary of the Grand Lodge of Canada in Onta
rio, detailing the method adopterl by the Grand Lodge of Canada in heal
ing masons made by such illegit imates. After a general discussion it was 
deemed arlvisable and in the general interests of Masonry in this jurisdic
t ion for our Grand Master to heal such irregula I"ly made masons, and a 
resolu tion was passed adopting the procednre followed by the Grand Lodge 
uf Canada in Ontario. 

As the Association referred to has disbanded, there is probab:y no longer 

any danger of imposition on the craft by it, or its members. 

The action of the Grand Lodge of Canada upon this question allows the 

heal ing of those" Ontario" masons in any jurisdiction in which they reside. 

Under the head of history, Grand Secretary SCOTT says: 

" I a lii pleased to report that si nce our last annual communication, con
siderable progress has been made in obtai ning material necessary to contilllw 
the history of Freemasonry in the Canadian North· West. In Septemher, 
Hlllf), I rece ived from Mr. W. Bannatyne, son of the late W. Bro. A. G. B. 
llan naty ne-who was W. Maste r of Northern Light Lodge at the date it 
ceased to exist-all the books and records of that pioneer lodge, includin g 
the dispensntion issued by the Grand Lodge of Minnesota, bearing date 
May 20, l S04. These records being the property of the Grand Lodge of 
Minnesota, I made a forlllal reqnest to that Grand Body that we might be 
perm itted to reta in them." 

It is scarcely necessary to say that the Grand Lodge of Minnesota acceded 
to the request in the most fraternal manner. 

The Report of the Librariftn shows a large increase in the library and the 

almost wonderfnl success of the reading room. It is, however, a general 

lib rary, and we doubt whether it call be continued mftny years under th e ex

clusive care of the Grand Lodge. 

In reganl to the amou nt of work done, one of the committees say: 

" We are indeed pleased to see the large number of initiations dUl"ing the 
year in the several lodges, anel t m st that the material has been of good 
qua li ty. While the initiations are nnmerOllS and the number of joining 
members large, yet the number of sllspensions for N. P. D. is a lso large, 
wh ich is to be regretted . 

" We observe that the proportion of rejections is very small. This would 
indicate that ouly very excellent material was proposed or that unwonted 
carelessness prevail eel. 'We trust that to the latter we may not attribute 
the satisfactory increase in our membership." 

We have reason 'to believe that the recent deliverances of the extreme 

ant i-perpetual jurisdiction brethren, in which the object of the ballot has 

been belittled if not grossly misstated, have affected for the worse, the care 

taken in the adm iss ion of new members. 
Th e fo llowing resolution was adopted; we regret that there should be any 

occasion for it anywbere, but Manitoba is not alone in needing it: 
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"Resolved, That it is the opinion of this Grand Lodge that it is unmasoni() 
to give to the Press for puhlication, without the consent of the Gntnd 
Master, any of the business transacted at meetings of subordinat,e lodges." 

No Report on Correspondence. 

MARYLAl'iD, 1896. 

These Proceedings a re adorned with the pietnre of William lJ enry Shryock , 

who has served the Grand Lodge, as its Grand Treasurer, for ten years, but 

who declined a re-election, althongh a special committee was appointed to 

confer with him in an pffort to induce him to retain the office longer, but, 

largely on account of his health and the necessity of his lightening his 

labors, the committee were obliged to report, that it was due to him to ac
cept his declin ation. 

Tb e committee say: 

"The Gmnd Lodge is und er great obligation to Bro. Shryock for the a ble, 
faithful and entirely voluntary service he has rend ered in its behalf. 

"Collling into office ten years ago, when the Grand Lorlge waR financially 
embarrassed, he did not hesitate to in te rpose hiS own responsibili ty as a guar
antee for the fultilhll ent of its obligations, and at no time during his term of 
office has he faltered a single moment in ex tending to the Grand Lodge any 
assistance, either fin ancially or otherwise, when needed. 

" rn retiring he leaves the Grand Lodge prosperous and self-snpporting
a result largely due to his own personal efforts. lIe has chosen an a uspic iolls 
occasion for his retirement, and some fitting testimonial shou ld be devised 
as an expression of onr high appreciation of his long, faithful and valUflhle 
service, and of our affectionate regard for him." 

The Grand Lodge ordered that a committee be appointed to present him 
with a suitable testimonial ill the form of a gold medal. 

At the May session the Grand Master (TJ\ o~fA S ,J. SHRY OC K) stated that 
the lodges were in a greatly im proved cO!ldition, and from the reports of the 

inspecting officers and his own personal visits, he found the greatest encour
agement for the growth and prosperity of Masonry in Maryland. 

A special communication was held on June 25, 180G, to lay the corner 

stone of the new Court House in Baltimore. The occasion was one of much 

interest, a large number of lodges joining with the Grand Lodge in the per

formance of the ceremonies. An interesting history of the old Court Houses 
of the city was given by Past Grand Master J OHN M. CAnTER. I-Ion. VVIL

LIAM PINKNEY WHY'l'E also delivered an address. 

At the annual communication Grand Master SHRYOC K delivered a brief 

address, in which he says : 

"Harmony prevails: good fellowship abounds and the order is prosperous 
beyond precedent. Notwithstanding the depression in a ll mercantile pur
suits in the past year, Masonry in Maryland has increased in numbers and 
enthusiasm. Our lodges, with scarcely an exception, have had an abund-
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alice of work , and that work has been well dOlle. Not a s ingle lodge has 
fallen by the wayside, and we ba ve added t wo or three to our roster." 

* * * * * * * * * 
" Leal'lling that the Ancient and Honorable Art illery Compa ny of :"I assa-

chuHetts was tu visit Balt imore. fw d knowing that a large majority of thell! 
were IIl elllUl'rS of the c raft, I invited them to vis it. the ~Ia.so nic Temple 
while ill our c ity, and received a letter of thanks from t heir captain , accept
i1lg the ill vi tat ion, and lIlany of them inspected the Temple during th eir 
stay. " 

Rro. TnOMAS J . HOOVL:!{, our Representat ive, presented our communica

tion in relation to jurisd iction over rejected c<wdidates, which was referred 

to the Comllli ttee on Correspondence, whose recommendation, tha t the wh ole 

matter lie over un til t he next an nual communication, was allopted. In 
t.heir report the co milli t tee say : 

"YOI1\' Committee on Correspondence, to whom was referred the resolu
tions of the Grand Lodge of Ma ine, regard ing' rejected candidates,' respect
full y report th at the Grand Lodge of Maryland has always held the doctl'in e 
that the petition of a rejected candidate for admission in to th e fratemity 
could not be entPrta ined by any other lodge without th e ulJanimous consent 
being ti rst obtained of the rejec ting lodge. 

" A t th e 1894 annual communication of the Grand Lodge this subject was 
presented by your Committee on COlTespondence in a special report on the 
so-called Miss issippi p roposit ion regarding rejected candida tes, and upon 
their recommendation the doctrine of perpetua l jurisdicti on previously held 
by th e Grand Lodge was re-affi rmed. 

"This doctrine is uni versally held by all American Grand Lodges, so fa r 
as I'egards rejected petit ions, so long as t.hey t emain wi thi n the jurisdiction, 
but a number of Grand Lodges hold that when a rejec ted candidate from 
another jurisrl iction removes into theirs, and a fter a residence of one year 
therein, they acquire jurisdiction over bim , and any lodge therein can re
ceive a petition f roUl , and if elected, confer the degrees upon him. This 
right is denied by many of the jurisdictions, more particularly the o lder ones 
of our country, and in consequence much fri ction has ensued between th em 
and t hose cla inling the right referred to. 

" The Grand Lodge of Maine. wi th a view to harmonizing thesp. conflict
ing cla ims, and if possible, obta ill uniform Ip,gislation by the several Grand 
Lodg~s in relation to rejected candida tes, have adopted the resolutions re
fen 'ed to and requests for them the fraternal cOlls ideration of this Grand 
Lodge. 

" Your committee believe that the doctrin e held by this Grand Lodge 
upon the su bject is a most wholesome oue ami in accord with the polity of 
our fraterni ty; they, however, submit for the consideration of the Grand 
Lodge the views of the able Law Commi ttee of Maine, who say: 

" ' In Lhis conn try where men frequently move from their childhood's hOUle 
an d make a new ono in a place so distant that his old n eighbors have little 
or no knowledge of hi m thereafter , it would fo llow that those among whom 
he li ved in his new home after su,tJicient time would become the best judges 
of his filness to be made a mason. This is also true of different localities 
ill the same state. I t t herefore fo llows tha t the disability c;.used by his re
jection. should be controllecl by the rejecting lodge for no longer than a 
reasonable time. ' " 

The statement of the third paragraph is erroneous. As we understand it, 
the practice of the several jurisclictions may be dividflcl into four classes. 
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First, that lodges have perpetual jurisdiction over rejected candidates with

out regard to any change of residence by those candidates, without the unan
i"mous consent of the rejecting lodge: Second, other Grand Lodges hold to 
the same doctrine, except that they provide for the g iving of the necessary 

consent in some other method than by a unanimous vote : Third, others 

limit the effect of a r~jection to a perind of timp varying from one year in 

some jurisdictious to five years in other jurisdictions , when the effect abso

liItely ceases, no matter where the candidate may reside: Fourth, a few 

Grand Lodges maintain the doctrine of perpetual jnrisdiction as long as the 

candidate remains within their territory, but concede that the effect ceases 

when he goes outside of their jurisdiction. 

To this should be added the statement that qnite a la rge number of Grand 

Lodges hold that the effect of a rejection wholly ceases, w.hen the candidate 

goes into another jurisdiction. But many of the Grand Longes deny t.his doc
trine, and hold that if one of their rejected candidates is made a lIlason in 

another jurisdict.ion, such making is unlawful and recogn ition is refused to all 
such cand idates. 

These different practices and claims make the quest ion a much more 

serions one, and give additional reasons why a strong effort should be made 

to secure uniformity. 
The Report on Correspondence (125 pp.) was presented by Bro. EDWAIW 

T. S C HULTZ. 

In his review of Arkansas, r eferring to the address of the Grand Master , 

he says: 

" He then goes on to say that the ballot box is not guarded with the same 
zealous care that it was in the days of t.he fat.hers ; that in our anxiety to 
increase our numbers we are not careful enough as to the kind of material 
that is taken irom the quarries, and as It result' great 1I1lmbers find th eir 
way into our lodges who have no sympathy with the objects, teachings and 
principles of Masonry, who at once become drones in the llJl\son ic hi ve by 
their conduct and utter disregard of the tenets of the Fraternity, bring re
proach aud disgrace upon the craft." 

And he adds that there is much food for serious thought in these words 

of the Grand Master, for masons ill other jurisdict ions as well as his C WII. 

Referring to public ceremonies, he says: 
"Bro. Singleton will have seen ere this that the resolution referred to 

was adopted by our Grand Lodge, and that hereafter pulJlic ceremon ies will 
be performed while the lodge or Granel Lodge iR open in the third degree. 
He is correct in stating that the Old Monitors provide for work in public to 
be done in open lodge in the first degree, but we think he must except 
masonic funerals which all the text books that we have ever seen provide 
such labor must be performed by the lodge opened in the third degree. As 
all the business of Masonry, except that of conferring degrees, is now per
formed by the lodge and Grand Lodge in the Master's degree, we think the 
public ceremonies should likewise be performed in that degree." 

He thus sustains a prerogative of the Grand Master: 
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" We a re not disposed to quibble over much with the opll1lOn of Bro. 
Coxe tlmt the prerugative of making masons at sight is • llluch 1I10re honored 
in the breach than in t he observance,' but the 1'ight of Grand Masters to 
exercise such a power is, in our opinion, unquestionable, and there ~1l'e 
times and occasions when the exercise of the power would redound to the 
honor uf ullth the fratel'llity aml the l·ecipient." 

In hi8 review of Kentucky, he says : 

" We are gratified to know that Bro. Clarke concedes the correctness of 
OUl' proposition' that according to the Old Regulations (Anderson's) a lodge 
cann ot be opened in the absence of the Master rtnd both Ward E- lis. ' Bro. 
Drummond a lso 1I0W ad lllils this when sn.ying, the Old Regulfttiun • wrtS 
changed, ' and we t rust t hat in t ime both of them will concur also in our 
second contention-that it is a must wholesome regulation, and should be 
stri ctly rtdhered to." , 

His proposition is incorrect in spite of what Bro. CLAHK}; S:1.ys, and our ad

missioll , that the old regulation was changed , rtd lllits of no such in terpreta

t ion rtS he g ives it, for the old regulat ion was that in the absence of the 

Maste l', the Junior Past Maste r succeeded to the cha ir, and the only change 

thn.t was made, was (and the change was made withll1 a few years after the 

rtdoption of th e old regulation) that in the absence of the Maste l' t.he 

'Vardens SllOUld succeed to the cha ir if pl'eSf llt, rath er than the Past 
i\[astel', but when t he Master and Wardens were both absent the old regula

tion was to be followed. 

Furth er replying to Bro. CLAnK};, he Srtys: 

.• We mrty not be able to • point out' to Bro. Cla rke the' Old Regulation 
that makes a rejec ted candidate unwQ1·thy or inhibits [another lodge from 
receivillg his peli t ion.' but the rejection of a petitioner for admiss ion into 
thefruternity of Freemasons can lllean nothing more nor less, than that in 
the opinion of one or more members of thejratemity the petitioner is deemed 
to be • unworthy,' unfit or undesirable material for entrance therein. We 
have no right whatever to assume that the r ejec tion was fo r any other ca use. 
If Free masonry, be as we claim it to be, a universal jr'aterniiy, subdivided 
into ludges rtnd Grand Lodges merely for convellience, then the lawful acts 
of a lodge, one of the subdivis ions of that fraternity, must ' be respected 
equally as though it were tbe a~ts of the ent ire fraternity. They are uni
ver&'tlly so in the mak'ing oj masons anel in the expuls ion oj its unworthy 
members, why tben should they not be in its reject ion of ma terial submitted 
for illspection ? 

We referrerl to the making of a mason at s ight by Grand Mas terSlIltYOCK, 

and adrled that we don't understand tbe s ignificance of "repairing to the 

lodge" to do the work. Bro. SCII U LTZ expla ins, a nd we perceive that we 

did not unuerstand the- meaning of the term " lodge," which we now find 

llleans tbe lodge ball. 

I n reply to us, he says : 
" We have never said that' congregrtti ng , a lodge, as used in the old reg

ulations, mertns opening- a lodge. 'vVe sn. irl that the term ' congregating ' 
means the calling of the brethren togethe r; to order, preparatory to opelling 
tbe lodge. Whatever struggling llmy have been exhibited in our reports for 
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the pftst few years, in this regard, was simply to convert El'O. Drummond 
and Bro. Todd from the error of their Wfty, who alone, of ftll the correspond
ents, have expressed a contrary belief to thftt held by yoill' committee. 

" We are aware thftt the Grand Lodge of Englanrl, as well as other Gralld 
Lodges of the British Empire, have, as he Sftys 'changed. the old law,' but 
when he says more than double their number in the United Stfttes have done 
so, we enter our de llllllT~ r. We thoroughly invest igated this matter some 
years ago, ftnd our recollec tion now is that not more than three, possibly four 
Grand Lodges of the United States did permit their lodges to be opened ill 
the ahsence of the Master and Wardens. If Bro. Drummond can furnish a 
list of more who have done so, we hope he will do so." 

We agree with him completely as to the fir3t paragraph, as it is precisely 

what, we have claimed. In olden times they had no stated meet ings of a 

lodge but the Mftster called them together when he SftW fit. In other words, 

he "congregated " the lodge when he saw fit. The" Old Regul<ttion " says, 

"The Master of a particular lodge has the right and anthor ity of CO NUHE

GAT D /G the members of his lodge into a chapter at pleasure, upon any emer

gency or occlll'rence, as well as to appoint the t ime and placfl of their usual 

forllling." Now, at stated meetings, the brethren come t.ogether of their 

own motion ftnr! the Mftster "congregates the lodge only fo r spec ia l meet
illgs ftlld the question which we have been discussing relates entirely to what 

is done after they are" congregated." 

The express ion in the second paragrftph, "chft nged the old law ," is utterly 
misleading, as we hftve already explained, and if those who think as he does 

can get any comfort from that change they are welcome to it. His recol
lection in the latter part is sadly out of joint, as, from tilllP to t ime, we have 

noted in our reports the Grand Lodges which in sonHl form or other st ill hold to 

the old practice, and our estimate is th<tt the nUllIber, which do so, comes 
close up to one-half of the Americau Grand L odges. We cann ot fum ish 

the li st without the expenditure of considerable time and labor, anti, there

fore, shall not attempt to do so. 

Referring to ciphers, he says he does not understand what we mean by 

the" limitfttion of the prohibition." Well , we cannot wri te it, but, nnless 
the work in Ma ryland is different from any work that we hftve ever seen, 

the limitation is there all the same. 
He ftdlllits that Webb and his contemporaries Ilndoubtedly used c iphers. 

The usage by the parties, who revised the work ami really who were the 

parents of the work, shows the construction which they put upon it, and 

the construction so put is alwftys admitted to be, if not conclusive, substan
tially so, as to the tl'lle intent and meaning of the language. nsed . 

He seems to hold that it was only under the Dermot Ahiman Rezon a Past 

Master could preside in the absence of th e Master and Wardens, while the 

fact is that the provision is in the Regulations in the Anderson Constitutions, 

(First Edition) . And the further fact is that the Grand Lodge of Masssa-
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chuset ts and otiler Graud Lodges, which based their system upon Ander
son's Constitutions, continued this practice. 

The following is of much interest: 

" There is no such thing as Funeral Grand Honors mentioned in any of 
the early Text Books, e ith ~r of this country or of England. The term em
ployed in all of them in the forms for the laying of corner stones, opening of 
lodges and the funeral of a deceased brother invariably is 'THE HONORS 
OF MASONRY,' or 'The PUBLIC GRAND HONORS.' The words used in some 
jurisdictions-" We cherish his memory,' etc., are an innovation of the last 
twenty· five or thirty years. We well remember the first time we heard ' 
these words used. It was at the funeral of Past Grand Junior Warden Jor
dan at Cambridge, about twenty or twenty-five years ago. Their use was 
suggested by a brother present who had heard them in another juriSdiction, 
and as they appearr.d to be pretty and appropriate, they were introduced and 
since then generally used on funeral occasions in our jurisdiction. When it 
was discovered those words were inappropriate for other than funeral occa
sions, something else had to be substituted for Grand Honors to be used on 
the occasions of laying cornerstones and other public ceremonies, and the 
'battery' 3 x :3 was introduced to be used on all other occasions than 
funeral, and the so-called Mackey System was called 'Funeral Grand 
Honnrs.' But in order that they might fit the new words an actual change 
had to be made in them-the third motion- letting' the hands fall upon the 
thighs,' was changed to that of extending the hands, palms down, towards 
the open grave." 

We arc surprised to learn from him that Bro. CUNNINGHAM, of Ohio, holds 

that the battery is "the Grand Honors" to be used on other than funeral 

occasions; and he well says, in onr judgment, that such is not the old usage; 

in fact, the battery is merely a salute. 

Bro. SCHULTZ very ailly discusses the right of the Grand Master to make 

masons at s ight. We shall avail ourselves oi-his remarks, when we come 
to our review of Mississippi, as \ye desire to giYe in one place what we shall 

.have to say upon that subject. 

MICHIGAN, 1897. 

We have for a frontispi ece the portrait of the retiring (jrand Master, JOHN 

J. CARTON. We also have portraits of Past Grand Masters GEORGE E. 

DOWLING and RUFUS C. HATHEWAY, and of Bro. A[,EXAND~m MCGREGOR 

(Grand Tyle. for twenty-five years), who had died during the year. 

Grand Master CARTON, speaking of Freemasonry, well says: 

" The oldest institution of human origin, it has continued, during all the 
ages through which it has passed, to teach the great yet simple lesson that 
we are a ll brethren, until to-day the flame of brotherly love burns more 
brigbtly upon tbe altar 6f Freemasonry than ever before. As long as we 
fix our gaze upon the eternal principles of right and jnstice which underlie 
.Freemasonry and take them as our guiding star in ascertaining our duty 
toward our fellow men, so long will Freemasonry continue to be what it is 
now, one of the greatest educational and moral forces in every community." 

App. 25 G , L. 
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We wish that he had added a caution against the tendency, in these 

times, towards changing those principles which have given the Institution 

so. long an existence, for the" progressive" (?) ideas of modern days. 

His account of his official acts and decisions shows that the Grand Master 

had been a very active and busy officer, and yet had acted with such delib
eration, intelligence and wisdom as commanded the entire approval of the 

Grand Lodge. 

He decided: 

(1.) That a sailor, who "has no residence, save on his vessel," which 

sails to variou~ ports, and has no home port in which he claims to reside, 
cannot be said to have had his residence in any place the time required to 
authorize the rp.ception of his petition. 

(2.) That a lodge, formed by the consolidation of two lodges, comes 

under the general law in relation to territorial jurisdiction, and does not 

have that of the two lodges which were consolidated. 

(3.) 
(4. ) 

That a lodge cannot parade on Decoration Day. 

That a written objection to a candidate, made before the ballot, has 
1'10 force. 

(5.) That an unaffiliated mason cannot be made an honorary memher of 
any lodge: and when an honorary member of a lodge ceases to be all actnal 

member of a lodge, his honorary membership also ceases. In his juriRdiction, 

however, a mason cannot be made an honorary member of his own lodge. 

(6.) That an E. A., losing an arm after his initiation, cannot be advanced. 

(7.) That a member may pay his dues and relieve himself from the pen

alty at allY time before the tri~. 
(8.) That a candidate must be of age before his petition is presented. 

(9.) That a lodge cannot attend church on Sunday, even thongh it is St. 
John's Da,y. We presume that this does not include a,tteuding church on 

St. John's Day, .as a part of the services of a masonic celebration of that 

day. 

(10.) That a blank ballot is no ballot and cannot be counted. 

(11.) That voting to designate a brother to "cast the ballot of the lodge" 

is illegal: "The elpction by ballot by the members cannot be legally waiverl, 

even if the members desire to do so." 

Of the Eastern Star, he says: 
"To the second question I reply that while a chapter of thp. Order of the 

Eastern Star is not strictly speaking a masonic organization, yet the Grand 
Lodge of this state has said that it was proper for masonic lodges to permit 
chapters of the Eastern Star to occupy masonic lodge rooms. See transac
tions 1894, pages 120 and 121.) The Order of the Eastern Star, being com
posed only of masons, their wives, mothers, sisters and daughters, is an 
organization that is entitle(l to favorable consideration at the hands of 
masons and mason ic lodges, and I hold that by reason of its relation to 
Masonry it is perfectly proper and legal for masonic lodges in this Grand 
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Jurisdiction to permit its chapters to occupy masonic lodge rooms upon such 
terms as may be agreed upon between tUem." 

In this connection, we quote the following decision: 
"Question: Will it be proper for our lodge to give a flancing and card 

playinp; party in our lodge room ? The lodge room has been dedicated. 
"Answer: No. The lodge room is dedicated to Masonry and must be 

used exclusively for masonic purposes. It is improper to permit either 
dancing or card playing in a masonic lodge room after it has been dedicated. 
Card playing and dancing are subjects upon which a great many good people 
who are members of the fratenlity differ, and while these differences exist 
we should exclude them from the lodge room, even if it would be otherwise 
proper to permit them there." 

We agree with the decision for the reason stated in the last sentence. 
Dut if the dedication of a Masonic Hall precludes its use' for any other than 
masonic purposes, then few halls onght to be dedicated. It is too great a 
burden to impose on a single lodge to be at the expense of supporting a hall 
exclusively for its use, when that use is limited (as in almost all cases it is 
limited) to from twelve to twenty-four times a year: even if a lodge can 
afford it, it is a wasteful and nnmasoui'c use of its funds. The exclusive use 
of lodge halls finds no wa,rrant in the old laws or the nsages of the craft. 
In cities where there are many lodges, sHch use is practicable; but even 
there, it is done only when other bodies, which many deny to be masonic, 
aid in bearing the burden. The ceremony of masonic dedication carries 
with it no such implication; the apartments are to be used for masonic pur
poses, but there is nothing in the ceremonies that prohibits any' other use 
when not used for masonic purposes. The doctrine stated by Grand Master 
CA ItTON is borrowed from some other quarter. Many ~f our Portland 
brethren will remember the storm raised by a refusal to have the masonic 
funeral service performed in a building which had been" dedicated" to 
other uses. 

He further ,decided that one, who claims to have been made a mason (in 
this case in an army lodge) and cannot prove himself to have been made in 
a lawful lodge, has no other reconrse than to petition" in the same manner 
as thongh he had never seen the inside of a lodge room." 

We give olle other decision ill the words in which it was made: 
" Question. A resident of our city who had but one arm went to Scot

land in an official capacity. While there he was made a mason in one of 
the lodges. He has now returned. Have I the right to permit him to visit 

-our lodge? 
"Answer: We recognize the Grand Lodge of Scotland as a regular 

masonic body, and if by a propel' examination you become satisfied that he 
is a Master Mason in good standing in a regularly constiLuted lodge, work
ing under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, then you would 
have a right to penn it hirr. to visit your lodge." 

In mosL jurisdictions, recognition in such a case is refused, unless with 
special permission of Granrl Lodge or Grand Master. 
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He pays Htting tributes to the memories of the three members of ~he 

Grand Lodge, who had died during the year. Neither Past Grand Mastel' 
DOWLING 0 1' HATHEWAY had reached the age of sixty years, and both were 
active masons, constant in their attendance 011 Gralld I,odge and serving on 
important committees. 

Under the head of "Masonic Insurance," the Grand Master says: 
"During the year I have had reason to examine into the modes of doing 

bnsiness of several so called Masonic Insurance Companies, either life or 
accident, and from my investigation of these matters I have come to the 
conclusion that as a rule the word' Masonic' or' l(nights Templar' in the 
name of the company, is si l1lply put there for the purpose of actvancing the 
business of the company without intending to deal in a l1lanner at all mason ic 
with those who take auy accident or life insurance, as the case may be, with 
it. " 

He then gives two instances, one that of Past Grand Mastel' DOWLIXG. 
If the facts stated by the Grand Master are correct in this case, the refusal 
to pay the policy ($5,000) is based on a techn icality, which we believe would 
never be sustained in court. 

The other was an accident case, which happened to a brothel' away from 
home, requiring him to be taken to a hospital, where he remained in intense 
agony more than three weeks, and his claim was refused, because he had 
not given notice of the injury within ten days, as required by his policy. 
In the view of the Grand Master, this company added insult to injury by 
its published claim, that all differences a re "settled in a manner PIJHELY 
MASONIC." 

He says: 
"I think the time has come when this Grand Lodge should prohibit 

the use of the word' masonic' in the name of any busin ess institution, and 
make it a masonic offence for any member of the fraternity to solicit busi
ness for any such institution. The word' masonic' has no place in busilless 
-it belongs exclusively to the fraternity." 

His last sentence is the correct doctrine, very clearly stated. 
The committee reported the followin g: 
" , Sec. 48. The use of Masonic Emblems by Masons as business signs or 

cards, unless such business be explusively or largely ill masonic goods, alld 
the use of the word "Masons" 01' "Masonic" 01' "Free and Acceptpd 
Masons." or of the letters" F. & A. M." in connection with any private 
business enterprise, hereafter established, is strictly prohibited, and any 
Master Mason, who shall solicit business for any person, persons, associa
tion or corporation violating the provisions hereof shall be deemed equally . 
guilty with his principal or employer." 

The regulation was anlended by st.riking out the words "hereafter estab
lished," and, as amended, adopted almost unanimously, only two voting 
against it. 

" The Masonic ljoIne" was again before the Grand Loctge, and the fol
lowing plan was proposed: 
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" All life and active memberships in the Association to be released. The 
property conveyed to seven Trustees in trust for the Masonic Fraternity of 
Michigan. The corporation to be dissolved. The property to be managed 
by a Board of Control, to be chosen by the Masonic Grand Bodies at thB 
annual meAtings thereof. All funds for the maintenance of the Home to 
be contributed by masons ann other charitably disposed people. If the 
I-lome is not maintained the Trustees to sell the sallie whAn directed to do 
so by the Grand Bodies, the proceeds from such sale to be paid into the 
Treasury of the Grand Lodge, to be used by it for charitable purposes." 

This was changed as follows: 

"1. The number of Trustees who are to hold th .. title to the property in 
trust for the Fraternity to be four; one to be chosen by the Grand Lodge, 
one by the Grand Chapter and one by the Grand Council, and one by the 
Grand Commandery . 

•• 2. The Board of Control to consist of fifteen members, three to be chosen 
by each of the Grand Bodies above named, and three by the Grand Chap
ter Ortler of Eastern Star. This Board to have power to make rules and 
regulations for the purpose of its own organization and control, and the con
trol of the Home, as well as the admission of inmates. 
. " a. In case sufficient funds to maintain the Home are not contributed 
the Board of Control is to report that fact to the Grand Bodies, and the prop
erty is not to be sold for two years after such fact is reported, and if dur
ing said two years sufficient fnnds are contributed to maintain it as a Home, 
then it is not to be sold." 

The committee reported that the other bodies had accepted the' proposi
tion, subject to the favorable action of the Grand Lodge, and recommended 
that the Grand Lodge concnr, but saying: 

"Grand Lodge is to assume no pecuniary obligation, only to join in the 
management of the HOllle and to become an a lmoner of tlle charity of the 
fraternity. " 

* * * * * * '" * * I 
"Your committee therefore recommend that Grand Lodge, in connection 

with the other masonic Grand Bodies, in behalf of all the masons of the 
state, accept said property as recommended by the M. W. Grand Master, 
it being understood that Gr:'IIld Lodge by this action assumes no pecuniary 
obligation in behalf of tlle Home, but confidently relies upon the voluntary 
contributions of the craft for its support and management." 

But we judge from the newspapers that the end is not yet: apparently 
many brethren intend to keep up the agitation until the Grand Lodge as
sumes the full maintenance of the Home, and taxes the members of its obe
dience to raise the necessary funds. Such a course we hold to be a viola
tion of the fundamental law of Freemasonry. If the masons of any juris
diction are not ready to support such a Home by voluntary gifts, they are 
not ready for a Home. The modern rage to force some one else °to pay for 
the support of the unfortunate, is out of place in Masonry. 

The Grand Master announces with pleasure (shared in by hosts of others) 
that Bro. CONOVER had made good progress in his" History of Freemasonry 
in Mich igan." -. 

The Grand Secretary says: 
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"Information has been received that Granville A. Frambes, late a mem
ber of a Michigan lodge and chapter, who was well known in parts of this 
state a few years ago by reason of his connection with and work for what 
is called the' Cernean Rite,' has been expelled by Lafayette Lodge, No. 81, I 
Cincinnati, for o~ganizing lodges in that state under the clandestine Grand 
Lodge which has been organized there. The same person was recently ex
pelled by a chapter in California, where he went on leaving Michigan, for 
a somewhat similar course of action. From his former relations in this 
state, I deem it my duty to mention these facts for your information." 

We give the following extract from the petition of a lodge, as all illustra
tion of the truth of what we have already said in relation to Masonic Trials: 

"That the provisions of the penal code of the order m this state at pres
ent provide for but one metbod of conducting masonic trials, and that that 
method is one which is very wasteful of time and very expensive in case of 
a determined defence to the charge filed and being tried. That it is reo 
quired that all testimony be reduced to writing and read to the lodge. 
That this lodge has, during the past year, terminated a trial which lasted 
about four months, although conducted with all possible dispatch. That the 
testimony taken and read to the lodge comprised about eight hundred folios 
of one hundred words each and took about eight hours to reacl. That 
when the case was finally heard the lodge was obliged to remain in session 
for about twelve hours, viz: from 7 :30 P. M. to about the same hour the 
next morning. That the said trial cost this lodge $337.54, alth.ough it was 
not appealed. 

" Your petitioners further show that they verily believe that there are 
many men m the fraternity who should be tried for unmasollic conduct and 
some who would be tried if it were not for the labor and expense connected 
with a contested masonic trial as at Jlresent conducted. That your peti
tioners are determined to do their duty in this respect but that they dread 
the necessity for another trial, not only for reasons of charity and brotherly 
love, but quite as much because they can nOlle of them afford the time ex
pended and the lodge cannot afford the money. That for the reasons 
stated, they believe that some steps should be taken to make the procedure 
in masonic trials less expensive and less elaborate." 

The matter was sent to the Committee on Jurisprudence for report 
next year. In this connection, we would say that we understand that the 
experiment of trial by commissioners, adopted a few years since in Massa
chusetts, is working very sat isfactorily. 

The communication from our Grand Lodge was presented by Bro. WIL

LTAU WENTE, our Grand Representative, and was disposed of by the adop
tion of the following: 

" That we find no practical difficulty, under the rule which prevails in 
this jurisdiction. Ordinarily there is no difficulty in procuring a release of 
personal jurisdiction if the ci-rcumstances warrant it." 

But suppose one of your rejected candidates goes to Kentucky, and is 
made a mason without such "release," and comes back to Michigan and 
seeks to visit a lodge, what will you do? 

The committee do not consider the question which our Grand Lodge sub
mitted: Is the Gr~d Lodge of Michigan willing to make some concession 
to secure uniformity and avoid the complications suggested in the question 
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we have just flosked. "Ve supposed that the report of our committee mflode 
this point clem', flond are very sorry to find that it is not so, and that so many 
mistake the purpose of the action proposed by our Grand Lodge. 

The Grand Lodge By-Laws were amended as follows: 

" Provided, further, that chapters of the Eastern Star may be permitted 
to meet in mason ic lodge rooms under such regulations and rules as each 
lodge may adopt." 

Of tbe " Wisconsin Proposition," a report from which the following are 
extraets, was adopted: 

" Your committee would respectfully report that were it not for the fact 
thflot the circular letter which embodies the above proposition is headed with 
the words masonic relief there is nothing in the letter wbich would lead 
them to even suspect that it came from a Grand Lodge of F. and A. M. , but 
would presume that it came from some one of the fraternal orders or socie
ties whose foundation principles are mutual benefits fOllllded npon system 
of taxation." 

* * * • * * * * * 
"Your committee woulll respectfully call the attention of the brethren in 

Wiscon~ in and elsewhel'e, who seem to believe that the obligation of a Frefl
mason binds him to any system of taxation for the relief of the worthy dis
tressed, that under our system it is the individual mason, not the lodge, who 
is bound to the extent of his ability, of which he and not the lodge is the 
judge." 

There is no Report on Corresponrlence. In its place we have the J;'Ol'ms 
for Ceremonies adopted by the Grand Lodge, and the ;, Compiled Law" 
just revised. The Grand Lodge also ordered the publication of a Monitor, . I 

whose contents are limited to tlte monitorial work, including, we judge, the 
Forms for Cerem01l1es. 

MINNESOTA, 1897. 

The frontispiece is a jJortrait of the Grand Maste l' (JAUES F. LAWLESS) 
and in the Proceedings of the Masonic Veteran Association, published with 
those of the Grand Lodge, are given portraits of Bro. CHARLIlS K. SMITlI, 
"j.'oul1ller, organizer and first Master of the first masonig lodge in Minne
sota Territory," and CHARLES P. SCOTT, the firtit initiate in that jurisdic
tion. He was initiated Sept. 17, 1849, amI some twenty-one thousand hav e 
followed his example. 

The Grand Master says that nothwithstanding the business depression, 
the returns show" a flattering increase in membership." 

He decided that a Master may be tried, after he ceases to be Mastei·, for 
a masonic offence committed while in office. 

Also, in answer to the question whether a lodge has the right to vote its 
funds to aid the distressed family 9f a brother, who has been expelled: 
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,. An expelled mason has no masonic rights whatever, but masonic charity 
being as uuiversal as the institution itself may well be bestowed even upon 
an erring brother, and it may wisely be extended to those dependent upon 
him who ·were not directly responsible for but rather suffered by his down
fall. " 

The following decision of a practical question seems to us to be correct: 

"Question. Is it permissible for the Worshipful Master to admit a 
member or allow one to retire during the spreadillg of ballot on a petition 
f(lr the degrees in Masonry? _ 

"Answer. After a brother deposits his ballot, the Worshipful Master 
may excuse him. It would be, in my judgment, improper to deny admission 
to a brother during pendency of ballot npon applicant for the degrees or 
membership, and the Worshipful Master should make kuown to any brothel' 
not present in lodge when announcement was made, but who subsequently 
enters before bal:ot is closed, the name, etc., of party on whose petition the 
brethren are voting." 

We greatly regret to note the following: 

" We note the absence of our R. W. Bro. L. Z. Rogers, who, at this writ
ing, lies sick at the Northwestern Hogpital in Minneapolis. Our brother 
has been actively interested for many years in conserving the funds of the 
Grand Lodge, and steadily attentive and watchful of our interests in other 
regards. It is not necessary for me to remind the brethren that their first 
care should be to send our' esteemed brother a message breathing forth our 
sorrow for his abst'llce, our sympathy for him in his suffering, and our recog
nition of h1s valued services." 

Bro. LUTHJ;R Z. ROGlms is om Representative, and though unable to be 
present, he transmitten the resolutions of om Grand Lodge to the Grand 
Master, who presenten them. A message of sympathy was sent to him. 
We trust that ere this he has fully recovered. 

The following suggestion is widely app1icable in these days when news
papers, in the anxiety of their managers to be " the first to announce th e 
news," publish items, not only prematurely but without foundation in fact: 

"From some facts that have come to my knowledge during the year, J 
fear that the brethren forget at times that invitations should come direct to 
Grand Mastel' from those having the authority to invite, ann local lodge, 
after invitation has been accepted, should then as a matter of pride do every
thing possible to make the affair a success. But before the Grand iHaster 
accepts, it is not proper for lodge to promise ' that request will be complied 
with, and it is entirely wrong to even suggest that any ceremony of this kind 
should be performed under craft auspices." 

Of Schools, he says: 

"The reports received from Custodians show that representatives from 
seventy-two lodges were present at schools held during the year. outside of the 
large cities. Much interest manifested in the work. The difticulty in getting 
an at.tendance, as I know from practical experience, at the evening sessions is 
not great, even though the brethren have to come long distances to the point 
where school is held. But it is difficult at allY season of the year for the 
brethren to attend day sessions; other duties which have an interest ill the 
way of bread and butter for them demanding close attention. However, 
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much good has been accomplished and the plan commends itself to the 
brethren. " 

He announces, with fitting tributes, the deaths of Bros. CHUISTOPHER H. 

SMITH and ALONZO J. EDGERTON, both Past Junior Grand Wardens. 

Bro. PARyrN, of Iowa, was introduced and received with all the honors. 
In reply, he recalled many very interesting reminiscences. 

Among other valuable statistics, Grand Secretary MONTGO hfERY g ives the 

gains and losses -of all the lodges from their respective organizations down 
to 1897. 

He reports the existence of 202 chartered looges and four u. D. and a 
total membership of 15,428 members-a goodly showing for thirty-six years 
in a new state. 

The Comr,nittee on Fraternal Relations reported: 

" We desire to further report, that, having duly considered that portion 
of the M. W. Grand Master's address contained in the request of the M. ,V. 
Grand Lodge of Main e, made through' R. ·W. Bro. L. Z. Rogers, Represent
ative near this Grand Lodge, that having great regard for the wisdom and 
masonic standing of the Grand Longe of Maine, and much as we might 
wish to reciprocate with that Grand Body and adopt the resolntions re
quested, yet we are opposed to thespirit of the same, and have by precedent 
of this Grand Lodge so adopted, refused to indorse the policy of perpetual 
jurisdiction, either limited or uniimited. 

"We believe that the true spirit of Masonry slllmld hold out to all men 
inducements to reform and thereby bp-come 'wiser, better, and consequently 
happier. ' 

".For the above reasons we cannot recommend the adoption of the resolu
tions. " 

We do not quite understand what the committee mean by "perpetual 

jmisdiction, either limited or unlimited." We can only infer that a rejec

tion in Minnesota means nothiJ;g, ann that a rejected cand idate stands just as 

well as 'any other profane. The statIstics of returns do not give rejections, 

and it looks as if no return of them is made. We do not like to believe, 
however, that our inference is correct. 

The Grand Lodge instructed the Grand Secretary to purchase 250 copies 

of Todd's Digest (edition of IS9;)) for gratuitous distribution among the 

lodges and the Grand Lodge officers. 

The following resolution was ofIered jnst before the clos~ of the Grand 
Lodge, and after discussion , action was postponed until the next annual 

communication: 

" Resolved, That it shall be deemed unmasonic for any mason to become, 
or to remain a member of any insurance company, or any organization, 
company, association or businp.ss enterprise having or using the term masonic, 
or referring to the masonic fraternity in its title, excepting societies for 
masonic purposes recognized as such for' conferring masonic degrees author
ized by this Grand Lodge, the Grand ' Chapter, Grand Commandery, and 
other masonic orders in this Grand Jurisdiction, and it shall be deemed and 
is deemed ullmasonic for any mason to hereafter solicit any person to become 
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a member of any such organization for business purposes, nsing title as above 
indicated; this resolution to take effect J an. 1, 189d." 

The Gralld Orator, Bro. LnlAN R. BARTO, delivered an excellent, prac
tical address, from which we take the followiug, trusting that his listeners 
fully appreciated it. 

"An institution that has withstood the disintegrating fo rces of time, the 
devastations of war, the slanders of the malevolen t, and the persecutions of 
the ignoran t and superstitious; that has seen kingdoms and empires spring 
into being, rise to power, flourish for a t ime, and fall into ruin; that has 
withstood the assaults of the most powerful church organization the world 
has ever known; that has been made a football of in the political arena, and 
nothwithstanding all these has fl ourished and grown, until to-day it has its 
home in every civilized nation, and in every hamlet a dwelling place,-such 
an institution has nothing to fear from forces from without. If it fails to 
perform its whole duty to humanity it will be because of fo rces from within." 

The Report on Correspondence (86 pp.) was presented by Bro. TIIOMAS 
MONTGOMERY . 

.It is a terse, but very comprehensive, resume of the Proceed ings reviewed. 

When he reaches Maine, howe,oer, he makes an exception : 
"The Mississippi proposition is the basis of a lengthy and interesting re

port from the Jurisprudence Committee upon the question of jurisdiction 
over rejected candidates, with a summary of the usage in the diffnrent Grand 
Lodges of the United States, which confirms our opinion that a large ma
jority had abandoned or never adopted this pretense to an interminable 
ownership which obv iously could not be enforced. There is no question as 
to the old rule, nor of it.s comparative desuetnde in li!53, when the Grand 
Lodge of Minnesota was organized. The first legislation we had upon tbe 
subject was in 18'>8, as follows: 

"Resolved, That all applicallts for the dE'grees in Masonry shall reside 
within the jurisdiction of the subord inate lodge to which application is made 
at least one year previous to making such application . 

"Resolved, That the time intervening between a rejection of a candidate 
in a subordinate lodge under th is jurisdiction a nd a re-application for the 
degrees in the same shall 1I0t be less than six mOl.ths. 

"This is still the ~innesota law, with a further resolution in 1809 permit
ting re-application to a lodge having concurrent jurisd iction after the re
qui red probation. 

"The desirability of uniform legislation is one th ing, its practicability 
quite a different affair. If the several Gr»nd Lodges would all agree, wh en 
a rejected applicant renews his petition, to treat hiR case according to the 
law of the jurisdiction where the rejection actually occurred, there might be 
a way out of !!he difficulty without infringing upon fmtemal relations. No 
other compromise seems possible under existing circumstances. 

"Bro. Drummond' s suggestion 01 a five-year limit a~ the effect of a re
jection would hardly find favor in sevE' ral of tbe older jurisdictions, Penn
sylvania for instance, and possibly in none of the younger Grand Bodies 
adhering to the other extreme." 

The five-years limit is only tentative, but we do not believe that it should 
be less than three. The idea that the fitness of a stranger to become a 
ma&on may be determined by observation during the first year of his resi
dence in a community is not only absurd, but fraught with the greatest dan-

- I 
I 
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ger to the craft, especially when he comes as one rejected by a longe in the 

community where he lived long enough to become well known. 

The "compromise" suggested would certainlyiprevent the infringement of 

fraternal relations; but we think some concession should be made on the 

other side. 
We have never expected that every Grand Lodge will at first come into 

any arrangement, that JOay be made: but if nearly all do, it will relieve tho 

strain, and ultimately the other Grand Lodges will acquiesce. One step at 

a time ultimately reaches the goal. 

I-Ie says fmther: 

" Bro. Drummond's conundrum upon our time-honored mode of opening 
may be answered, Yankee fashion, by asking what becomes of an entered 
apprentice or fellow craft's lodge when the master mason's lodge is closed in 
form? " 

Just, we suppose, what becomes of a mastm' mason's lodge when that is 

closed in form! Is he giving us the old saw? "What becomes of fire, when 

it goes out? " 
Also: 

"Under Mexico there is an interesting account of Masonry upon the 
Grand Orient plan. I-lis objection to recognition of the Gran Dieta is Ilot 
that it was organized by lodges in part cha.rtered by the supreme council, 
wh ich he holds to be as regular as those chartered by the York Rite, but 
that the great light is not required upon their altars. The argument is calm 
and dispassionate, and well fortified by undisputed facts." 

* * * * * ~ * * * 
"After a lapse of two years a second objection to recognition is met by 

acknowledging the legitimacy of master masons under the obedience of 
~upreme councils wherever the ancient and accepted is the dominant rite. 
This has been tacitly conceded by many of our Grand Lodges in the admis
sion of visitors hailing from lodges chartered by Grand Orients, etc. , and is 
sustained by the best authorities." 

The Proceedings of the Masonic Veteran Association comprise fifty-six 

pages, and they are very valuable and interesting. 

Two evenings were given to its sessions: at the first only formal business 

was transacted. At the second, the new members were welcomed in form; 

the reports made; the election held: then a fifteen minutes speech of rare 

eloquence by Bro. PARVIN, who was then within two days of his eightieth 

birth day. Then came the feast, with reading of letters; the lighting of 
pipes (cigars are tabooed) came next and then the speeches. 

The address of the President, GEORGIl R. MwrcALF, was a most interest

ing account of "The Early Masons of St. Paul." The other speeches were 
of a historical character, the whole making a most valuable contribution to 

the History of MasollfY in that state. 



Correspondence-Mzssourz'. 

M I SSOURI , 1896. 

The address of the Grand Master (A . M. Ho uo lI) was very brief, less 
than five pages in length. 

Of " The Home " he says : 
" The Masonic Home is one of the brightest jewels in the crown of 

Masonry in this Grand Jurisdi ction. The action of the Grand Lodge a t its 
last annual communication established its support and maintenance beyond 
doubt. Too much credit and praise cannot be bestowed upon the Boarcl. of 
Directors of that institut ion, especially upon the Pres ident and Executive 
Committee. The labor performed by them, and the interes t taken in th e 
Home can be known only to those who par ticipate in their proceedings. All 
pra ise to them." 

He had held during the year seventeen "State Lodges of Instruction" : 

all but two were well attenrled ; he thinks" they will result in much good to 

the Fraternity. " 

Of the Grand Lecturer, Bro. ALLAN McDoWELL, wh o had also a ttended 

all these Schools, he ~ays: 

"The labors of the Grand Lecturer cannot be too highly a.ppreciated 1y 
the brethren of th is jurisd iction. His knowledge of Masonry, and his 
patienc.e and perseverance in imparting it to the brethren a re remark able. 
He seems never to be un willing or too weary to instruct those who wish to 
learn. He has rendered mnch valuable service to the ]<' ra terni ty and is 
worthy of the highest pra ise. " 

He says furth er: 

" I r ecommend that the Grand Lodge take such action as will require, 
under penalty, the reading of the r eport of the Committee on Appeals, and 
Grievances and Jurisprudence, in full, in every lodge upon rece ipt of th e 
Annual Proceedings of the Grand Lodge. And Masters should be, by some 
means, r equired to comply with tha t portion of t he installa tion ceremony 
which requires them to search the Book of Constitutions, and cause it to be 
read in open lodge that nOI1<1 may pretend ignorance of t he law. If Masters 
and brethren would familiarize themselves with the proceedings of the 
Grand Lodge and the Book of Constit.utions, t hey woulel save themselves, 
their lodges and the Grand MastelJ a great deal of trouble, and the Grand 
Lodge would ha ve fewer a.ppeals and grievances to a ttend to." 

A brief service as Grand Master eauses the wisdom of these suggestions 

to be appreciated. 
The Grand Secretary says there were an unusual number of delinquencies 

of lodges in making returns, but it might be reduced before the fin al wind 

up. 
The repor t of the Grand Lecturer jus tifies the t ri bute of the Grancl Master . 

Of the Schools, he says : 

" Meetings such as these are of incalculable good in many ways. The 
first and most important is, of CO\lrst' , that a larger number of brethren are 
instructed a t a less expenditure of t ime and money than by any other means. 
Bnt they also bring about a spirit of sociab ility and good fellowsl1ip between 
lodges and members that had not previollsly existed. They tend to break 
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down the barriers of sectionalism, and extend the masonic horizon of those 
attending, thereby making masons more cosmopolitan, more liberal, more 
just and generous ill their estimation of each other, and of each other's 
work. A mason attending them soon learns to know that the work which 
has been pmcticed in his lodge is not necessarily that adopted by King Solo
mon, and thus, prejudices against the work of the Grand Lodge-that work 
which has been so long established and so long maintained-insensibly melt 
away. The presence of the Grand Officers, and especially uf the Grand 
Mastel', intensifies the interest of these meetings, especially when the Gmlld 
Master-as has been the case with the present Grand Master and many pre
ceding ones-assists in the work by assuming ,any position, from Worship
ful Master to Junior Deacon, thus inculcating the lesson that it is not 
beneath the o ignity of any mason, however high and exalted his position, 
to possess a thorougl~ knowledge of the fil'st principles of Masonry." 

Quite a number of appeals carne before the Grano Lodge, in one-half of 
which the decision of the lodge was reversed. I n various other cases ap

peals were dismissed. An examination of the reports of the committee 
suggests that some reform in the rules of proceeding in such case must be 

made, or that masonic judges be appointed to preside at masonic trials. To 

expect the Master of a lodge to be able to pass upon points of law raised by 

expert lawyers is absurd, and would be funny, if the matter were not so 
grave a one. 

The President of "The Home" says: 

4. We do not desire to trouble' the Grand Lodge with a rehearsal of diffi
culties of the management of the Home, but we respectfully suggest that 
the members of the lodges who senel inmates to the H,)me exercise care not 
to give those whom they send the idea that they are going to a hotel and 
will have nothing to 00 and have servants to wait upon them. Each inmate 
at the Home is expected to perform such labor as he or she can for the 
benefit of the Home and to comply strictly with its rules. Discipline is as 
necessary there as elsewhere. If it cannot be strictly enforced. the manage
ment of the Home must fail. Some inmates hitve been found unwilling to 
obey the rules of the Home or to contribute such services as they rel1sonably 
can, seeming to have an idea that they are to be maintained as a matter of 
grace. As It always has been, it is still true, that' Satan finds some mis
chief for idle hands to do.' Those who refuse to work have, we regret to 
say, used their time in fomenting discord and dissatisfaction among the in
mates. Those in charge of the Home have met these difficulties promptly 
and fearlessly, and this suggestion is made to the lodges that when inmates 
are sent, especially those who are of mature years, they should be advised 
not to expect more care and attention than is actually necessary." 

Tbe Superintendent gives these statistics: 

" Twenty-three have been admitted to the Home during the year; seven 
have been honorably discharged,. one dismissed, and one died. Our present 
membership nUlllbers one bundrerl and four (104) as follows: girls fifty, 
boys thirty-three, old ladies twelve, old brethren nine. Sixty-eight of our 
children are enrolled in the public schools; with but few exceptions they 
are progressing satisfactorily in their studies, and have high rating in con
duct." 

The following resolution was presented, ordered printed in the Proceed
ings, and action thereon postponed to the next session: 
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.. Resolved, That a committee of three (of which Lhe Grand Secretary 
shall be one) be appointed by the incomiug Grand Master, to secure ann 
prepare biographical sketches and half-toned portraits of the Past Grand 
Masters, Grand Seeretarie& and Grand Treasurers of this Grand Lodge from 
its organization. 

" That such biographical sketches and portraits shall be ready for publica
tion at the annual communication in 1898. 

"That beginning with j 897, there shall be inserted in the published pro
ceedings of each year the lJiographical sketch and half-toned portrait of the 
out-going Grand Master." 

The Report on Correspondence (158 pp.) was presented by Bro. JOllN D. 
VINCIL. 

There is scarcely an extract in it. As an "analysil> of the points," it 
would have clelighted the heart of our teachers in college times. 

One of his brief comments thus reads: 
"I would just as soou go out on the street and pick up an unknow n 

party, introduce him into my lodge and make a masou of him, as to confer 
the degrees upon a person whose character has never been investigated by 
a proper committee." 

This is true, with exceptions: however, in relation to cand idates in small 
villages, where all who have lived there an.v time are well known. But we 
say the same of one who comes a stranger and wants to get into the lodge 
as soon as be has been there one year. 

This remark "is called out by the following: 
"Bro. Barlow in his review announced, 'Connecticut holds to the doc

trine of perpetual jurisdiction over rejected candidates.' I would like for 
him to expl:tin how jurisdiction over rejected material can be made effectual 
when it is impossible to enforce the claim or doctrine. That which is estab
lished and maintained as a masonic dogma ought to be of such nature that it 
can be of universal application. To bold otherwise is to hold to a fragmen
tary thing, a mere figment. No one can maintain and establish the claim 
that jurisdiction over material rejected by a subordinate lodge in one st~te 
can be made perpetual as applied to other jurisclictions. It may hold good 
in Connecticut, but for them to project their claim into Missouri and dictate 
the terms on which our lodges sJiall govern tiJ'emselves, as to receiving the 
application for the degrees, is arrogant and therefore destroys the univer
sality of the rule. Hence perpetual jurisdiction must be not only fragmen
tary in its nature, but of no force and effect outside of the jurisdiction that 
contends for it " 

Our answer is, precisely as if an expeller! mason should be initiated in 
another jurisdiction. The laws oj Masonry "dictate" that the Missouri 
lodges shall not initiate expelled masons; and the old law of Masonry" dic

tates" to Missouri lodges, and all others, that they shall not recei ve the 
petit\ons of rejected eand idates; the remedy in both cases is the same, -such 
parties are not recognized as masons, except in such jurisdict ions as prac

tice similar violations of th e law. 
His words against profanity and drunkenness are vigorous, as well as 

earnest: and we suspect that he would willingly apply the doctrine of " per
petual rejection" to candidates guilty of either of them! 
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From his remarks upon rejected candidates in his review of Illinois, we 
infer that he holds that the masons in each/Grand Lodge are a Fraternity, 
rather than that all masons constitute the Fraternity, of which each Grand 
Lodge is a 1Ilere agency, controlled by the superior laws of the whole Frater
nity . When a lodge rejects a candidate, it decides not that the candidate 
is unfit to come into that lodge, but is unfit to corne into the Fraternity. 
It follows that the effect of that decision is binding upon all the agencies of 
the Fraternity everywhere, as well as upon those in the same Grand Lodge 
jurisdiction. 

The law of Missouri deprives a non-affiliate for a certain time, of the right 
to visit lodges, to take part in masonic processions and to masonic burial. 
But we agree with Bro. ROBBINS, that this does not take away his good 
standing, so that he cannot petition for membership, or, which is practically 
the same thing, become a member of a lodge u. D. 

In his review of Indiana, he finds the answer to his question, in substance, 
that if a candidate rejected in one jllrisdiction is made a mason in another, 
what the Grand Lodge of the former can do about it. 

Does not our good brother, who has a high standard of character for those 
who are masons, think that if there is to be an error made, it is better that 
it should favor the fraternity, rather than the candidate? Bro. BARTO of 
Minnesota, well said that the danger to Masonry comes not from Wit/lOut, 

but from within; and the danger from within comes from those whom we 
admit. 

He holds (and we fully agree with him) that permitting the Bible to be 
used in a lodge is not sufficient; its use must be indispensable to the legality 
of every meeting of the lodge. 

In his review of Maine (1805) he says: 
"The Grand Master concluded his very practical and busincss-like address 

with spme most admirable and pertinent suggestions. The first was to re
mind the fraternity that temperance is a cardinal virtue. He regretted the 
np,cessity of speaking on that subject, but said that masons are not excep
tions to the excessive use of intoxicants. The declaration that the abuse of 
intoxicating liqnors by some of their members was a standing reproach to 
the craft was evidently intended to have local application. I am glad that 
he defined drunkenness to be a masonic offence, though he did not say that 
drunkard-making WRS worse. He felt called upon t.o reprobate the slanderer 
Rnd the profane mason, as well as such as are guilty of other masonic 
offences. He concluded his admonitions by saying, 'There is no room in 
our mystic circle for the intemperate, the untruthful, the licentious, the 
profane.' The uttemnces of Bro. Burbank along this line are admirable 
and suit this writer to perfection." 

In opposing the doctrine that a Grand Master may make a mason at sight, 
he is obliged to admit, that granting a dispensation to confer the degrees 
"out of time" is doing the same thing, and that if there is a distinction, it 
is without a difference. But others do not so view it, claiming (·hat in the 
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one ca8e the party is made ill a lawful lodge and in the other he is not. 
Take your choicc, brethren: ancient usage ,md law make both propel' and 
masonic ; and we care not whether they are the same or not. 

Referring to use of ciphcrs, he quotes: ' 
" 'Tile sooner we retr<Lce our steps and again follow the foot-prints of our 

forefa thers, tbe better it wIiI be for :FrcernasoJll'Y in this jurisdiction. ' " 

And adds: 

" What a sad pity this con viction did not cbtain at the t illle the proposi
tion was discussed look ing to the printing of the un written work." 

It may be that he did not understand tbat tbe printed cipher was a mere 
copy of tbe written cipher, but understood that the work was printed in full; 

but we presume not, and the fun of the thing is that use of cipber rituals i~ 
following " the foot-prints of our forefathers " clear back to Webb himself ! 

Our only difficulty lies in the facts (I) That these ciphers were absolutely 
indecipherable in the days of Webb and fo r many years after. (2) But 
that so great has become the skill of experts in reading ciphers, we fear that 
our masonic ciphers are no longer undecipherable, if they were of sufficient 
conseqnence to command the necessary time aud labor by an expert. 

We read this report with great pleasure, but time (and the printer) pretis 
and we must pass on. 

MONTANA 1896. 

The portrait of Bro. CIIARLES H. MILLS, the retiring Grand Mastel', 
looks out pleasantly upon us, as we open these Proceedings. We have very 
pleasant feelings in relation to this Grand Lodge and its masons, and that 
fact may ,. gi ve a tone " to this portrait. 

The Grand Secretary made his usual report, showing that a majority of 
the lodges had made returns, paid tbeir dues and were represented, thus 
putting it in the power of tbe Grand Mastel' to open the Grand Lodge : and 
he opened it in ample form. 

Tbis feature of Montana Masonry we do not like: it is a departure from 
masonic law and an adoption of the cidl law: it implies a distrust of the 
Grand Master and of all the masons in the jurisdiction. The entire want of 
cause for this is shown by a passage in the address of tbe Grand Master : 

"Whatever the contentions of the times, wbatsoever the estrangements 
that disturbed the outer world, no shadow of tbem has ever fa llen across 
the portals of Montana Masonry. It rises sublimely superior to mutation 
a nd discord, towering undisturbed in majestic grandeur above the evanes
cent vapors of the hour." 

He thus states the result of one experiment (which has worked smoothly 

ill Maille for over forty years) : 
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.. The one-ballot system for all the degrees, which was adopted at the last 
Gmnll Longe to supersede the ballot-for-each-degree system previously in 
force, has takell its place as day succeeds the dawn. There has been no 
jar or fr iction brought to my notice, and bnt one inquiry as to methods has 
J"t'ached me. If it has not given entire satIsfaction, I have not been advised 
vf the fact. Th is is the more gratifYl1lg, as in several preceding Grand 
Lodge Communications, discussions in which serious apprehensions of its 
ellect were disclosed, consumed many hours of time." 

Of the condition of the craft, he says: 

•• Notwithstanding the active agencies earnestly at work in the state so
lietillg material for the numerous societies having fraternal and stipulated 
beneficiary features, our Grand Secretary's report will show a healthy in
crease in new members during the year. This is, to something more than 
the usual extellt, cancelled by suspensions for non-payment of dues. This 
latter is, I believe, owing almost entirely to the continued business depres
sion which overshadows the entire land aud involves serionsly our own state. 
We have hundreds of old members who feel severely the stress of the times, 
and ill the urgency of other demands some have pHmitted their lodge dues 
to become delinquent. I doubt not nearly all will speedily seek re-instate
ment, a nd that the better df\Ys which we anticipate will come in the near 
future, will enable them to resume full fellowship without distress." 

The Grand Secretary called the attention of the Grand Lodge to the danger 

that the expenses would exceed the receipts; the committee recommended 
that the amount tmnsferred to the Charity Fund be reduced from fifteen 
per cent. to five per cent., and their report was adopted. With this reduction 

the committee were of opinion that the revenue would be sufficient without 

red ucing the mileage and per (liem, which a re about fou~'-sevenths of the total 

disbursements. 
This year the testimonial to the Grand Master was "a beautiful pair of 

canrlelabra and a pair of fruit plates," and Bro. HEDGES, in his letter to the 

recipient, says: 

.. Its value to you will be lflore than doubled, I am sure, by the fact that 
your good wife can even more than yourself enjoy its silvery light, and YOll 
will be more frequently relflinded of the good wishes and grateful esteem of 
your brethren, than by an official jewel, to be worn only on state occasions." 

We are inclined to think that the verd ict of almost any household would 

sustain Bro. HEDGES in this opinion. We hope he will not talce out Letters

l'alent on the invention. 
By some over··sight, this Grand Lodge had failed to adopt a resolution 

recognizing the Grand Lodge of Oklaholfla; attention having been called to 

th is, the amende honomble was maile. 
The following report ~wd resolution were adopted, after a motion to refer 

the same to the Committee on Jurisprudence for report next year had been 

lost: 

"The question of the recognition of the Gran Dieta Simbolica of Mexico 
has for SOlfle time been pending before the Grand Lodges of this country. 
So far as we have heard at th is Writillg, only the Grand Lodges of Texas, 

App. 26 o. L. 
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New York and Kansas have voted recognition. Many more have investigated • 
the case and have stated their objections. We have careiu lly read ,\11 the 
reasons , urged, both for and agai nst recognition, and have become satislied 
that all substantial objections have been removed; tbat the body which asks 
recognition confines its jurisdiction to the three Symbolic degrees, but ovcr 
these is supreme, acting through Grand Lodges in each separate state. 
These state Grand Lodges have existed for many years, and several of thenl 
formerly secured recognition f!'OIll some of our Grand Lodges. It s implitieli 
matters greatly to deal with one general bOLly like the Gran Dieta, rathe r 
than with so Ulany separate states. 

" We submit for your adoptioh the following: 
" Whereq,s, Evidence has been presented satisfying us that Masonry in 

our sister republic of Mexico has been reorganized, purged and consolidated, 
with separate and independent government for the lodges of ~Ylllbolic 
Masonry, under the central authority of the Gran Dieta ~illlbolica; and, 

" Wh ereas, We readily recognize the important influence that Masonry 
must exert in elevating and liberalizing its adherents, prollloting peace among 
nations, and leading to more intimate relations fo r mutual benefit; now, 
therefore, be it 

"Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of A. :F. & A. M. of Montana hails 
and greets the Gran Dicta Simbolica of the republic of Mexico as an inde
pendent.masonic body, whose friendship we shall prize alld in whose future 
growth and welfare we shall rejoice." 

The' Grand Lodge at first voted to publish a Monitor, which had been pre
pared: but later reconsidered the vote, an(l authorized the author to pub· 
lish it "By authority of the Grand Lodge," and as the" Standard Monitor 
of the Grand Lodge of Montana." 

The work in the Third degree was exemplified by a lodge u. o. As the 
dispensation expired at the opening of the communication, it had to be ex
tended. This suggests the wisdom of our law, which keeps a lodge u. D. 

alive till constituted under its charter , unless the Gran(l Lodge refuses to 
charter it or extend its dispensation, in which case it ceases to exist at the 
close of the annual communication. 

We always look for the" P. S." to the proceedings, and as usual we find 

one: 
"P. S.-Iu accordance with the general request of last year, there was no 

banquet by either of the Grand Bodies, a nd it aided milch to the progress 
of business, and wa.s a subj ect of congratulation among those who expresser! 
themselves. l ,t was a good time a nd place to begin this new oreler of th ings, 
for the Blltte craft were abundantly a ble and willing to provide a banquet, 
and did spread a lunch accessible at all times, and the O. E. S. Sisters gave 
a handsome reception, with music, oratory, and a concluding lunch. 

"The attempt to render Burn's Adieu, resulted in a bloodless massacre." 
There is no doubt that a banqllet interferes with the prompt dispatch of 

busiuess, unless that is the main business to be attended to. 
The Scotch blood in our veins prompts us to demand the issuing of a wTit 

de inqui-renao In relation to that " massacre! " 
Bro. CORSE I,IlJS HEDGl>S gives us another of hi s inimitable Reports on 

Correspondence (151 pp. )-decidedly interesting to read, but very hard to 
review. 'Ve can do it .. only in spots." 
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Of ciphers, he sensibly says: 

" We, too, would oppose any device by which anyone not entitled to re
ceive them should be enabled to obtain them unlawfully, but we can trust 
that those charged with the duty of keeping these secrets inviolate will do 
their du~y. Cumlllun icating the ritual only by oral instruction is cert,ti nly 
a very slow fLnd expensive process, fLnd few could master it or have such an 
exact MId retentive memory tlmt they could impart their knowledge without 
falling illto numerous errors. The differences perceptible in the rituals of 
differellt jurisdictions are witnesses of the defects of this system. It must 
be remembered that in these modern times men in active life have more to 
do and think of than formerly. The secrets of Masonry have been unlaw
fully revealed as we know by lTIen who cared nothing for their obligations. 
We do not consider thM those who authorize the use of cipher rituals and 
excrcise the propel' care in their use are cunscious of violating their ob liga
tions. It is certainly desirable that more should be familiar with the ritual 
than cou ld obtain it by mere oral commnnication, and that there should be 
some security against the constant divergencies that come from depending 
on memory alone." 

A nd of "lodge banq llets ": 

" [n his very fratcrnal notice of MontfLna, he speaks of our endorsement 
of the forl1ler rulc in California of prohibiting the use of lodge funds for 
banq uets. Just as we had become con verted the Califol'l1 ia rule WftS 
changed, and it leaves us in an awkward predicament. The present law in 
Cftlifurn i,t all()ws the use of five per cent. of lodge revenues for banquets, and 
we take it that Bro. Davies approves. His illustration of the case is headed 
in that direction, and shows the benefits of the social feature, which, as 
human nature is constructed, no doubt deserves proper consideration . and 
cultivation. The Stoics were always few and the Epicureans many. Our 
conversion was rather intellectual than spiritual, and we will own up that 
Illodest, occasional banquets are good things." 

As our brother believes in "progressive Masollry," as the term is, we 

arc certain to ditIer from him upon many questions. He stoutly defends 

the" Wisconsin Proposition," making a distinction between" relief" and 

chanty, both of which he claims are masonic duties. 

li e Rays: 

"There seems to be a widespread fear of Masonry degenerating into a 
mntual benetit society. We have indicated ou]' views sufficiently in this 
report on !.hat subject, a nd shown what we believe to be a just distinction 
between relief and charity, and that both are masonic duties. Th13 great 
difference in Masonry, is that relief is furnished in proportion to the ueces
sit ies of the member, and the reasonable abil ity of the lodge." 

Bnt the last tieutence is in direct conflict with the Wisconsin proposition, 

which demands full relief if the lodge is able, and, if not, that the Gl~"ll(l 
Lodge shall take its place. 

lIe is iu error in another respect; he assumes that the objection to that 
proposition is in the method. of relieving, and devotes considerable space in 

showing'that an organized charity is le&s liable to imposition thau individ

mtls are. Nobody doubts that; and the objection to his theory is that it 
demftuds relief as an absolute right without regard to the ability of the 
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lodge ; whereas the masonic doctrine always has been that the right of relief 
is not an absolute right, and the obligatiou to relieve depends also upon the 
ability of the one callen. upon. Stripped of hig h sounding words and put in 
plain language, Bro. HEDGES'S doctrine is, that every lodge owes to every 
one of its members the full support of himself and fa mily if their necessiLi eg 
require it, and that the Grand Lodge is bound to compel the lodge to p€:r
for'l1 this duty, or perform it itself; and if slIch member js away from the 
seat of his lodge, any other lodge may give such relief as it sees fit and be 
entitled to full re-imbursement from the home lodge or its Grand Lodge. 

Of course, he finds no warrant for, this in the ancient nsages and laws of 

the craft, and, therefore, he casts them all aside and invokes" progressive 
Masonry." He predicts that his doetribe will ultimately prevail. We do 

not believe it. The Institution has weathered too many storms to allow us 
to believe that it will go to destruction in this manner. 

In his review of Maine, he says: 
" We will only notice one of the decisions of Grand Master Burbank, to 

the effect' that a lqdge has no right to payout of its treasury the expenses 
of an annual reception, the principal feature of which is dancing,' and he 
adds' that it is un masonic to advertise Masonry in that or any other man
ner.' His last statement is much too general , if it would include attendance 
on occasions of laying corner-stones and masonic funerals" especially the 
latter. We have often had occasion to regret that Masonry was so poorly 
advertised on funeral occasions. As to 'annual receptions,' we are rather 
in favor of them, and have no serious objections that those who know how, 
should dance, but we think the usual , and we know the proper way , is to 
providp. for the expense of such occasions by the sale of tickets, letting those 
who dance pay the fiddler. Bra: Burbank's conclusion is so exactly ex
pressive of our sentiments on the subjects of intemperance, slander, pro
fanity, and kindred vices, that we would like to quote it all, and have evcry 
brother in Montana heal' it. There is more good Masonry in these admon i· 
tions than in all the rituals ever devised, and there is no violat ion of any 
ltndmark in making them public." 

And in relation to another matter: 

"1'robably Brother D.'s point is W il li taken, that if our Granrl Mastcr has 
any real prerogative powers, a Grand Lodge regulation would not reach 
them. But we are ferninst such powers altogethllr, and re)rard th em as a 
survival of the unfittest. The partial recognition of such powers in our con
stitution always arouses our antagonism, and we feel like giving it a kick . 
In these days of ample constitutions, there is no eXCllse for prerogative, a 
kin of that other monstrosity, 'the divine right of kings.' " 

There it is again! This tendency to put Masonry into the samp. Procrus
tean bed with civil govcrnment, is continually cropping out. Because it is 
necessary to put checks upon the powers of civil rulers, and place gu~.rds 

against abuses by them, many at once jump to the conclusion that the same 
thing is necessary in masonic government, and the framers cif lIlany of th e 
masonic constitutions in the younger Grand Lodges, have thrown as ide the 

old constitutions and taken ci vii constitutions for their model. They utterly 
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_ forget that the object and purposes, the scope and the powers of. the two 

kinds of government are so utterly dissimilar, that what is fit for one is utterly 

unfit for the other. 
Coming again to the blackball, we find that he says that" it is a good in

stitution when properly har.dled," and yet the logical result of his whole 

argument is that it is unjust .to allow a single ballot to reject. Let dIOse 

who have so much sympathy for rejected candidates, have the courage of 

their convictions and openly demand, what their arguments require, that 

the unanimous ballot be discarded. We do not think that Bro. HEDGES 

really intends this, but in his zeal for progress ive Masonry, he has fail ed to 

perceive to what extent his arguments calTY him. 

Montana prescribes perpetual jurisdiction among her own lodges, but 

allows its release by a three-fourths vote. This is a pretty long step 

towards abolition of the secret unanimous ballot. 

If we have devoted morc space in this report to these views, it is on ly be

cause our brothel' has made them more prominent in his report than nsual , 

and we are only following his lead. 

There is one thing to be noticed in his argnment, .and, indeed, in all the 
arguments of those who agree with him in relation to the prerogatives of 

Grand Masters. Theil' arguments are all theoretical. They have never 

ventl\l'ed to suggest that Masonry has been injured by the action of Grand 

Masters in exercising these prerogatives. No mason, made at sight, has 

ever disgraced the Institution: on the contrary, masons so made have 

always been ornaments to the craft, and strong pillars of support to Masonry. 

These brothers must admit that human laws are not perfect, and sometimes 

operate with needless severity: and nothing in practice has ever happened 

to show that it is not wise to have the power to snspend these laws in special 
cases placed in the hands of the Grand Mastel'. The whole opposition to 

this doctrine is a mere' theoretical senLime nt, and, worse than that, a senti

~ent based upon principles of .c ivil law that have no application whatever 

to masonic law! 

But we must stop. 

We are pained to learn that since the session of the Grand Lodge, death 

has taken away Past Grand Master JOliN STEDMAN, a native of Hartland in 

our own State, bnt who went to Califomia when a boy, then to British Co

lumbia, where he was made a masoll , and then to .Helena, in 18M, where, 
we believe, he continued to reside till his death, March 28, 1897, at the age 

of sixty-one. 
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NEBRASKA, 1896. 

There were 214 out of the 220 lodges represented, a fact, as we suppose, 

ascertained when the Committee on ' Credentials finally reported. 

To get the Grand Lodge open, a lodge of Master Masons was opfmed in 

ample form: the roll of lodges was called, and it was ascertained that a con
stitutional number of lodges was represented: thereupon the Grand Master 

declared the Grand Lodge open for the transaction of business, and dne 

proclamation was made by the Grand Marshal. 

The Grand Master (HENRY H. WILSON) says: 

"Never has thiR Grand Lodge convened when the prospects for material 
prosperity in Nebraska were fairer than they are to-day. The promptness 
with which our subordinate lodges, in every part of the jurisdiction, have 
responded to the annual call for funds, is worth a volume written on the 
financial credit of Nebraska. 

" I congratulate the people of the state upon the increasing evidences, to 
be seen 011 every hand, of ~'eturning prosperity_ 

"Alld, as masons, let us rejoice that the craft throughout this Grand 
Jurisdiction are prosperous, and peace and harmony prevails among them." 

He had constituted seven lodges, and issued dispellsations for nine more_ 

Of special dispensations, he says: 

"Several applications have been made to me for special dispensations to 
receive and act upon petitions from candidates who had resided less than a 
year within the jurisdiction of the lodge. In every snch case I have de
clined to issue the dispensations, and I am of the opinion that a year's resi
dence within the jmisdiction is one of the couditions which should be seldom 
or never w~li ved. " 

And" so say we all of us." The evident tendency to receive petitions of 

those whose true characters can not be sufficiently known, is one of the 

great dangers now threatening the Institution. "Ve recently read a labored 
- article in a respectable masonic Magazine, the gist of which was that we are 

bound to ~lccept a candidate, unless something is known against him! The 

old rule that only those, shown to be worthy, should be admitted, is reversed. 

We regret to find, by an approved decisiou of the Grand Mastel', that 

"perpetual rejection" is allowed: a member objects to It candidate after 

election and before initiation, and the candidate cannot be initiated nor 

apply again until the objection is withdrawn. What status do our anti 
brethren give such a candidate? If he goes elsewhere, can his petition be 
received by another lodge? He has been elected, but his initiation indefi

nitely suspended. Of course the proposition enunciated by our anti brethren, 

in its bald terms, includt's this case: but as all of them have been" hedg

ing," and no two of them build the same hedge, we have been unable to 

obtain an average, and so must leave our question for them to answer. 

The following decision touches a point that we bave already noticed in 

this report: 
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" When a candidate is elec ted to receive and rloes receive the Master 
Mason's degree, he becomes at once a member of the lodge electing him, 
and such lodge has no power to make the pass ing of a satisfactory examina
tion in the work of that degree a condition precedent of lodge membership." 

A member of an Illinois lodge was twice suspended for non-payment of 

dues, and each time was re-instated in fnll membership. He became delin· 
quent again an rl was again sllspended : after a tille his dues were paid , and 

whil e the lorlge re-insta ted him to good standing, it declined to res t,ore him to 
membership. 80me t wo years after he fell in to distress in Nebraska, whero 
he had res ided for some time, but of course the Illinois lodge disowned him 

and the Grand Mastel' decided that he had no power in the premises. Grand 
Master WILSON adds: 

"This matter is here reported to call your attention to the masonic law 
of Ill inois, by which a subordinate lodge seems to have the right to re-instate 
a slIspended brothel' to good standing in t he fraternity and still deny hi m 
membership in the lodge. Thus a lodge has the power to place the fra
temityat large under masonic obligation to the re-instated brothel', while 
snch lodge declines to assume any responsibili ty for his conduct or any duty 
toward him." 

And the committee (whose report was adopted) say that the brothel' was 
sent forth-

"Under the exceed ingly cllrious (un) masonic usage of Illinois. a mason 
wit'tont masonic rights or privileges-withollt legal right to appeal to any 
part icular lodge in his d istress a nd need of a il! ." 

* * * * * ¥ * * * 
" Your comm ittee a re of opinion that tbe legal li ab il ity rested upon the 

Grand Lodge of Illinois, or upon Alpha Lodge, 15,i, and that any relief 
grallLed hy this Grand Lodge would have been a volunta ry charity ; and we 
return the papers without recommendation, inasmuch as no legal obligation 
rests upon this Grand Jmisdiction norupon any of its lodges." 

This matter in te rests liS in Maine, for our highest penalty for non-pay

ment of dues is " deprivation of membership " : the p,tyment of the dues 

enables the party to petition that or any other lodge for affiliat ion , but he 
is not restored to membership save by peti t ion and ballot, the same as any 

other non-affiliate. 

We are rather surpr iserl that our Nebrask a brethren have apparently 

never before heard of restoral,ion to masonic rights without restoration to 

membership, wh ich leaves the par ty a nOIl-atliliate, in as good Htanding as a 

non-affiliate can be. 

We must add that we fully appreciate the action of the Lincoln masons 

in aiding him , even after they learned that they would not be re,. imbursed 

-a genuine illustra Lioll of masonic charity, according to the doctrine of the 

fathers. 
We leal'll that in Nebraska, the seals of lodges must be approved by the 

Grand Master, who acted in the instances g i ven upon the certificate of the 
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Grand Secretary that" the proposed design was distinctive." It seems to 

us that the nalne and number of the lodge makes the seal sufficiently "dis

tinctive. " 
Two applications by lodges in other and very distant states, to waive juris

diction over candidates, had been refused by the respective Nebraska lodges. 

"Ve hail the following words of the Graml Master with pleasure and a 
sense of rolief. .We wish they could be read by ' every mason in the land. 

They take us back to the olden time, when" Guard well the onter door" 

was impressed upon every member of the craft as the sure means of preserv

ing the high character of the Institution: read them, brethren , and accept 

them as fraught with the most important consequence to Masonry: 

"If more care were exercised in the selection of the material from which 
our lodges were replenished, the necessity for invok ing the penal powerR of 
the Order would be less frequent. It cannot be too often stated and reiter
ated that Masonry is not a reformatory. None should be received into our 
ranks except those whose character and conduct give assurance that they 
will not bring disgrace upon the Fraternity. The weakness of human nature 
and the constant presence of temptation . make it sufficien tly difficult to 
mainta in the high standard at which we aim, even though none but the best 
material be selected. The laudable desire to increase our numbers should 
never lead us to lower our standard of admission. I do not hesitate to say 
that a lodge of a seore of members, all of whom are of high character, is a 
greater power for good in any commun ity than one of double that number 
over the character of some of whom we must draw the mantle of charity. 
Even when we have been duly cautious in the choice of material, occasion 
will arise wh en the ax must be laid to the root of the tree. When such 
necessity arises, let no maudlin sentiment blunt the edge of masonic justice. 
It shonld be understood that punishment is the legitimate and should be the 
inexorable consequence of every wilful serious violation of law. Ill-advised 
cha ri ty tow'ard the habitual violator of law is often a crime against the rest 
of the craft. I fully appreciate the sentiment that leads one to hesitate to 
assume th e responsibility of setting the penal powers of the lodge into 
motion. That the duty is irksome is no justification for leaving it unper
form ed. Who can doubt that iu some communities Masonry has lost much 
of its power for good, and fail ed to enlist in its ranks worthy men, because 
it has failed to purge itself of the unworthy? All this may sound harsh and 
unfeeling; but it is duty, masonic duty-duty to the unsullied history uf the 
past; duty to the worthy and zealous of the present; duty to the masons of 
the future, to whom we should transmit this venerable institution in all its 
purity. 

"If there be those upon whom the solemn and impressive lessons of 
Masonry have made DO impress ion, it is 110 charity to them, but a wrong to 
the Fraternity, to spare the knife. Where these rare cases occur and the 
remedy has been applied, still greater care should be exercised in re-instat
ing those who bave been once expelled. That one was once admitted to the 
Fraternity is no reason for his readmission. The fact that he was once ex
pelled is a prima facie reason why he should remain so. 

" Let us require fruits meet for repentance; let us demand sa.tisfactory 
evidence of reformation before we reopen our doors to those who have once 
dishonored this most ancient and honorable :Fraternity." 

The earnestness and impressiveness with which Past Grand Master DUN

LAP uttered the homely words" Guard well the outer door, brethren, for all 

ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cnre" made them eloquent. 
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"Ve thank Grand Master WILSON for his brave, true words, and tl'l1st they 
fell not as seed sown on barren soil. 

Grand Secretary BOWE N'S report IS t he same old story of most effi c ient 

ad 111 i n istration of the affairs of h is office. 

This resolution was adopted: 

" ' V JIIo;R ll AS, Past Grand Master Robert C. Jordan, t he first Grand Master 
of our Grand Lodge, now resididg in the city, by reason of his great age, is 
un able to walk from his home to attend the meetings of the Grand Lodge; 
therefore, be it 

"Nesalvell, That a cOlllmittee of two be appoined to procure a c:trriage, 
a11d convey Bro. J ordan from his home to snch lIleetings of t.he sessions as 
he lIlay be able to attend , a nd that the expense thereof be borne by tuis Grand 
Body. " 

Later the aged brother was introduced, and as he was too feebl e to address 

the Grand Lodge, the Grand Master spoke for him in one of the happiest 

efforts that it has been our fortune to reac1. 

Th e ol·ation by Bro. FRAKK G. SIM'IONS is a ls0 a splendid production. 

We cannot resist the temptation to quote one sentence which we wish to 

commend to the advocates of "progr essi ve Masonry": 

" Thc Masonry of t.o-day is r ecognized as a potential reality in th e affai rs 
of men. While bolding to its a ncient lanrlmarks, and abating no jot 1)1' tittle 
of its adherence to the cllstoms and traditions that have been handed down 
froll1 prcv ious gen erations, it keeps pacc with the quickened tbought and 
progressive spirit of the present, and, with keen appreciation of the triumphs 
of l1I odern c ivilization a nel sc ie nce, encourages and applauds all that tends 
toward the improvement of mankind. Never was there greater need of the 
encou ragement which the fraterni ty lends to all deserving men. The condi
tions sllrrounding mankind in these latter clays are different from those of 
forlll er years. Never was the battle of life so fi erce as 1I0W; never were 
men so eag!'r to gain precedence, or so ready to thrust aside their compet
itors; 1I0r WitS tJ1Pre ever such an opportu nity presented to the intelligent, 
active, educat ed man to benefit his fellows and make a namfl for himself." 

Apparently in order to keep the COlllmittee on Jurisprudence from ge t.

ting rusty or being idle, the Grand J"odge allows me III hers to fire at the 

committee a grist of conundrums, wbich they answer and the Grand Lodge 

passes upon the answers. The only one of general interest that we find is 

an affirmance of the practice in this state, that when objections to the in

stallation of an officer-elect are made, they should be referred to the Grand 

Master for investigation. 

The Grand Lod ge also correctly decided that being a Master at tbe time 

of filin g the charges and trial gives the Grand Lodge original jurisdiction in 

cases of discipline, and withont reference to when the alleged offence was 

committed. 

The Repor t on Correspondence (01 pp., large ones) was presented by 

WII.LIHf R. BOWEK. We are making this report so long that we ought to 



Correspondence-Nebraska. 

follow his example, and notice only so much as relates to Maine. But we 

cannot. 

He says: 

" Anent California's affiliation requirements he remarks that' men are 
much easier led than driven,' to which proposition we asseJlt and reply that 
in most jurisdictions that observe the old regulations of lodge membership a 
Freemason determines his own status; as in the state the citizen votes if he 
registers, and deprives himself of the right of suffrage if he doesn't register, 
so in Freemasonry a brothel' has the rights, lights and benefits of our so
ciety if he registers in a lodge and deprives himself thereof if he doesn't 
register in a lodge; there is in most of these jnrisdictions no coax or drive 
other than tl~is, that he who wants rights must do right, but may suicide if 
he pleases. " 

This is precisely correct: but this is not what the California law does: to 

keep up the parallel nnder that law, the citizen, who does not register, not 

only would be deprived of <voting, but hung at s ight al~d w'ithout trial! Cali

fornia does not believfl in making masons" at sight," but p)'etenrls to believe 
in killing them masonically "at sight," but, when the case actually arises, 

dues just what she ought to do in spite of her pretence, 

In his review of Indiana, he thus" hits the nail on the head" in relation 

to two of the burning questions of the day: 

"But he strenuollsly denies the r ight of PennsylVania to refuse recogni
tion as a Freemason of one rejected in a Pennsylvania lodge, and afterwards 
(with full knowledge of his status?) made a Illason in Indiana; to be con
sistent with its rule of perpetual jurisdiction, it seems as if Nebraska must 
side with Pennsylvania in this matter-that is if we do not Illisunderstand 
tlie situation; it seellls to have been the idea in Nebraska that Freemasonry 
was not limited by the lines of states or conlillonwealths; we merely state 
0111' view of Nebraska's attitude without asserting its position, for the mat
ter of personal jnisdiction has not yet been prominently brought before 0111' 

Grand Lodge," 

* * * * * ~ * * * 
"In our time Nebraska has had_correspondence with Indiana on two or 

Illore occasions when we asked re-iTllbllrsem~nt for relief giveB; aBd it has 
sometimes occurred to us that the consistent and unvarying position of In
diana was not understood and appreciated by many of our Nebraska 
brethren, In :Freemasonry relief is not a matter of fixed bp.nefits, and a 
Freemason should not seek to determine by the rules of other societies what 
shall be the extent of his contribution towards th e alleviation of the d istress 
of a brother; it should be decided by the need of the one Freemason, and 
the ability of the other; aren't we right in our view of this matter? We 
wish the subject could be studiollsly considered in all its bearings by la com
mittee of our Grand Lodge." 

In our last two reports we noticed a snggestion of his that dimission from 

membership was of recent origin, and borrowed from the Odd Fellows: we 

stated that it prevailed long before the bxistence of Odd Fellowship, citing 

the case of SIMON G.RIi ENLEAF in our own state. We are not sure that he 

does not mean the paper dimit, from what he says in this report. The His

tory of Cumberland Lodge, in which SmoN GREENLEAF was made, and of 
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which he became a member J anuary Hj, 180;j , stateR that he "soon after 

[1810] removed to Portl ~nd , n~igllea his membership in our lodge and joined 

P ortland Lodge, No.1, of which he became an active member." 

NEVADA, 1896. 

A specia l communication was held , October G, 1805, to bury JOII~ CLARK~~ 

HAZL"TT, the M. W. Grand Master, who had been inst a lled scarcely fou r 
months before , in apparently robust health . Six months later , the Gl:and 

Lodge met again to bury l'ast Grand Master J OIl 1>" E . J ONES. Both bretlmm 

stood high in all the relations of life, ami their death is a heavy loss to our 

Nevada brethren. 

The Acting Grand Mastel' (E~oc lI ST ROTHER) in his annual address paid 
an eloquent tribnte to these two brethren. 

lIe had visited several of tb e lodges, and of the condition of the craft 11e 
says: 

" The year in this jurisdiction has been very qniet. No difficulties req uir
ing the exercise of authority have occurred, and our relations with all other 
jnrisdictions a re pleasant. The bus iness depresRio ll which has so long been 
onr portion, still continues. Many of onr brethren are still mov ing to other 
jurisdictions, and year by year our numbers a re decreasing, although tbis 
last year we have lost but seven-which is encouraging." 

Th e following communication waR received from the Chairman of the Com

mittee on Correspondence, and his proposition was accepted: 

" I bel ieve a report should be made out, and so firm ly am I cOll vinced of 
the advisability of printing [L correspondence report, that I offer to write oll e 
without compensation if the Granq Lodge will print it. I know from expe· 
rience that it is no easy task to prepare this report, and that it is well worth 
':) 150 to wri te it; bu t such is the interest I take in it that I will do the work 
gratis if the Grand Lodge will make an approprition for printing it. J am 
sorry that r cannot be wi th you, but press of d uty forbids at this time. " 

The following rule, now generaliy prevailing, in relation to physical quali

fication, was adopted : 

., , Men to be made masons must be free born , of mature age, of good re
port, hale and sonnd, perfect in their members so far as to be able to per
fqnn all masonic labor.' " 

The following report in rela tion to " Mixe(l Funerals" was adopted: 

" It is the request of tho brother that makes it the duty of his lodge to 
bury him. 

" It has become a custom for members of a lodge to assume that their 
lodge will bury them without a formal request, and for tbe lodge to assume 
that such request has been made unless the contrary appears. . 

" These assu mptions are proper fw rl natnral enongh unless there is some 
special reason to question them. In a ll cases such request of a brother 
should be respected and complied with. 
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"If a brother should be a member of some other chari table and fraternal 
order, which has a funeml service, and should request that such other order 
should perform its funeral rites anrl services over him, J1 is request. shoulrl 
also in that case be respected. In such case his masonic lorlge would have 
no formal duty to perform. In such case, however, it would bp, proper for 
masons, as individuals, to attend such funeral and pay sincere respect to 
the services. 

" If a brother, also a member of some other fraternal order, should re
quest his mason ic lodge til conduct his funeral services, the Worsh ipful 
Master and his lodge should take and assume exclusive control of the funeral 
ceremonies. 

"If a brother, being also a member of sotne other fratel'llal order, should 
die without having made a formal request concerning his funeral, it wou ld 
be proper for his lodge and its Worshipfnl Master to consult anrlrespect the 
wishes of his nearest surviving relatives, but in no case should a lodge, 01' 
its Master, suffer itself 01' himself to be drawn into any controversy or rivalry 
concerning the burial of our dead. 

" Wp. can see no reason why a masonic lodge should not accept the escort 
of a Royal Arch Chapter or of a Commandery of Knights Templar ou fnn
eral occasions. 

" Our funeral service seems t.o eontemplate that at a proper time the 
Master may permit religious services by the clergy man of such church as the 
deceased brother may have been a membel' of, and we can see no good 
reaso n why, in lien of church ser vices, the funeral serv ices of some other 
fraternal orrJer, of which the deceased was a member, m ight not be permitted, 
subject always to the sou nd d iscretion and good judgment of the lodge and 
its iIlaster. " 

The Report on Correspondence (75 pp.) was presented by Bro. HOLlERT 

LEwBHs-a good abstract with brief pertinent com ments. 

He well says: 

"We acknowledge onr mistake in calling Bro. Wolfe to task for not hav
ing a correspondence report once upon a time. These reports should be dis
tributed to the various lodges in sufficient number to .enable the brethren 
ample opportunity to read th elll . 01', ~erhaps, as most lodges have ample 
time during the year, they shonld be read in tlle lodge and discussed, so that 
all may know what is going on in the masonic world. Little localized streaks 
of Masonry begotten by isolation are apt to make n:trrow masons, w11ile a 
general knowledge of the power and work of Masonry throughout the world 
will m:tterially benefit each and every brother." 

Of course we agree with this: 

" While we may incline to be facetious about printing t.he names of all 
members in full we commend the practice, becanse it is of the greatest use 
to Masters who lllay have applications for aid. which sometimes occur. We 
set one impostor about his business at one time while we were serving as 
Master of Reno Lodge, simply because we were able to look up the list of 
lllmois lodges and show the beggar, very much to his dissatisfaction, that 
the lodge be named was not Ill. Chicago; and at another time we made 
good use of the Vermont report in settling the genuin eness of a needy brother. 

" A t still another tillle we called forth the truth from a 'masonic widow 
tramp' who was absolutely unable to give the naUles of any of her husband's 
associates in a Burlington lodge except that she thought' one of them was 
named Smith.' " 

Of another qnestion he says: 
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.. We have ~aid so much on the subject that we presume our views are 
well known. If a person's character were ab80lutely unchangeable there 
might be some reason for the rule; but we all know that character is con
stantly changing, and that bad II1 en become respectable citizens and that 
good 1I1 en become bad citizens; so that it would seem tha t th e only safe rulo 
would be to judge the person at the time the application is made, and allow 
that to be juuged by the lodge i)l whose jurisdiction he happens to be." 

But is one year long enough for a man to change his character" from bad 
to good, " M that the change Hl ay be relied upon ? And can a lodge, in 

whose jurisdiction" a candidate happens to be," safely judge of his character 

unless he has heen there a suffic ient time to show what his real character is? 
And is one year a sufficient time? We agree with our brother, if he will 

only add the limitations that will make the rule correct. 

We have recently had , in two cases, a most mortifying experience, in 

concluding that persons, who claimed to have reformed and apparently had. 
reformed, hrtd really reformed. We did not wai t long enough to test the 

genuineness of the chrtnge. In one case our endorsement probably counted 

for little, but in the other case it did, and the result was disgrace. 

Of the Pennsyl vrtnia and Indi<wa cas(1, be says: 

.. Pennsy lvania beli~ves in perpetual jurisdiction and the prohibition is 
expressly confined to her terrioory and to candidates like the one mentioned . 
It does not extend to a ll Indianrt rna~on s. We fail to see wherein Indiana 
has been grossly insulted . unless it be in the question of perpetual jurisdic
tion, and tlmt rl octrine was in existence long before the present crtse arose. " 

lI e thus strttes the correct rule anent another question: 

.. We heartil y agree with Bro. Schultz in his conclusions. and think thrtt 
when we pay tha t homage to the secret work which will preserve the au
tonomy of the fratern ity we have gone as far as any reasonable being woulrl. 
ask. When we have work that is necessarily public in its character, the 
secret work disappears, bnt tbe lodge must be open and possessed of its full 
powers to do the work at a ll. Those who think the open lodge should never 
see the light of the sun are worshippers of the shadow Masonry, to whom 
the mystic rites of the fraternity are more valuable than the real earnest 
work that makes our order a Jiving reality, appealing to the best of man-
kind. " . 

We quote the Hegula tion of the Grand Lodge of England in relation to 

visitors, which is' in accord with the charge to th e Master in this country , 

though in opposition to the views of many so· far as wriiten evidence is con

cerned: it will be seen that a visitor must show not only that he is a mason , 

bu t a lso that he was made in a regular lodge. The former is shown by 
vouchers or examination , and the latter by. written evidence: 

<, The Constitut ional Law of England, in regard · to visitors from foreign 
.iuri~diction s, is as fo llows. < No visitor ~h rtll be admitted into a lodge un
les8 he is per~onally known to one of the brethren present, or he be well 
vouched for, after due examination, by one of the brethren present, or until 
he has produced a certificate of the Grand Lodge to which he claims to be
long, or has gi ven satisfactory proof that he is the brother named in the cer-
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titicate or other proper vouchers of his baving been initiated in a regular 
lodge.' The Grand Lodge construes the' or,' in thE' above, to wean' and. ' " 

He adds to his report a Digest of the Decisions that seem of practical 

value. W e have not deemed this a desirable thing to (10, because so many 
of them depend on "local law": but Bro. Lk:wk:RS has exercised sound 

judgment in his selection. 

NEW HAMPSHIR.E, 1896. 

Tbe "semi-annual" was held, as usual, to "exemplify the work." 

The Grand Master (CUAltLk:S C. I-LA YES) speaks thus of the condition of 

the craft: 

"Masonry in this Grand Jurisdiction is in a healthy and prosperous con
clition, never more so, notwithstanding the cOlltinuation of the deprcssion 
in the business world and the much-talked of • hard times.' This is cvi
denced by the increasE in membership, and the fact that the lodges are oc
cupying better quarters, with better accomlIlodations and better furnish ings, 
alld that more buildings are now owned by the Order than ever before. 
This is as it should be, and I congratnlate you upon this prosperous concli
tion . No cloud has arisen to cast a shadow over the peace alld hal"llJony 
which prevail between the officers of this Grand 'Body :tnd the lodges 
throughout the state, and nothillg has transpired, so far as I am aware, to 
disturb the relations which ex ist between ·this and the other Grand Jurisdic
tions. " 

Then he adds: 

In the midst of our success and prosperity it may be well to pause and 
consider whither we are drifting; whether, as an Order, we are not grow ing 
and increasing too fast . With tbe multitude of secret societies springing 
up around us, all striving for new meillbers and soliciting openly for the 
same, there is a tendency all the part of some masons and some lodges to 
enter in to competition with them. I regret to say that some Wurshipful 
Masters are more anxious to increase the membership of their lodges than 
tbey seem to be for the good llame and reputation of the Order. This 
should not be, and llO brother who is a good and true mason will ever be 
guilty of this offence. I sound a note of warning at th is time. Guard well 
the outer door of the lodge. It should be our duty :LS men and as masons, 
so far as it is in our power, to sustain the high cham(;ter and good nalll e of 
our Institution, and never by thought, word or deed suffer its standard to 
be lowered." 

Head it, brethren, read it! 
He expresses (and with great force) similar views to those of our own 

Grand Masters in relation to profanity. 

We receive from his address, with much surprise and sorrow, the tlrst in

formation of the death of a personal friend, of whom he says: 

"Charles G. Connor was born a t Exeter, N. I-I., July 6, 1833. lIe was 
one of the Illost prominent and esteemed citizens of his native taWil, loved 
and respected by a ll who knew him. He was Clerk uf the Court for Rock
ingham County for many years, performing the duties of that oftice with 
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rare ab ility. In Masolll"Y he was deeply interested, and exemplified by his 
daily life the great principles of the Order which he loved so well." 

n e alln o ul~ces the appointment of Bro. H O WARD D. 8)11"1'11 as Represent

ative to Ollr Grand Lodge. 

lI e had dedicated four halls, and of the cerelil onies he says : 

.. All of the c1erlications were public, a nd should an attempt be made to 
describe in detail each one, as well as the public installutiolls at which the 
Grand Officers were present, more time and space would be required than 
this clay could affo rd. What can be said of any particular one is equally 
app licftble to all. III every instance the brethren, as well as the citizens, 
did all in their power for the cOlllfort a nd pleasme of the Grand Officers, 
providing abulldant ballquets and interesti ng entertainments. All of the 
Il ew halls are modcls, elegantly fUl"I1ished, and will prove a benent to our 
Urder, :wd be a source of pr ide to the lodges occupying thelll . Two more 
new halls will soon be really for dedication. One is at Laconia, the other 
a t Tilton, necessitating work for the dist inguished brot,her who is to sllcceed 
me as Gralld i\'laster." 

Th e following r eport upon the Mississippi proposition was adopted; while 

it lIIay foreshadow the fate of the proposition of our olVn Grand Lodge, we 

trnst that t he matter will be considered from the standpoint of what is nec
essary for the peace and ha l"lnony of the craft : 

"The idea of the fraternity in many of the western states, as we are all 
aware, is in favor of a modification in the nature of establ ish ing a time 
when the jurisd iction over rejected rll<lterial sha ll cease. Usually one or 
two years is suggested as their limit. It is very natura l for the fraternity in 
new states, and in jurisdictions where the lodges have been recently estab
lished, to desire the privilege of using such material as is there present, for 
the increase of the ir numbers. In many cases the population is new, and 
increasing by removals from t.he ]~ ast to the West. It is a matte r of ex
pedillncy with them, nnd the prevailing motive with tliem is to make use of 
tbe material at hand. III this jurisdiction it has been maintained that per
petnal jurisdiction should be maintained over rejected material. The prin
c iple is of great importance and its main tenance has a direct and vital bearing 
upon tbe harmony and stability of our institution. It is not necessary to 
remark UpOIi the va rious ways in which tbe abandonment of this priuciple 
would a ffect the fraternity; they a re too obvious to need mention. The 
doctrine is grounded in the Landma rks and in our fundamenta l law, as well 
as in justice and reason, and no ha rdship ·cnn result from it which we are in 
any sense bound to allev iate. "Ve see no reason for its abandonment, a nd 
every reasoll bearing upon it is in favor of mainta ining the doctrine." 

And the followiug in relation to the Wiscons in proposition: 

" We do not look favorably upon the proposition and believe that itRhould be 
rejec ted. A great m:wy evil consequences might follow from such a contract 
or arrangement as that would be, and the principle of freedom in conferring 
clHtrity, accord ing to the discretion of the various lodges in this jurisd ict ion, 
would be violated and destroyed. Conferring cha rities upon strangers who 
a re tl'aveling through our jurisdiction and seeking help because of a pre
tended membership has very many times proved to be ill-advised and the 
fraternity have found themselves defraud.ed and swindled. Precautions 
have been taken and great care exercised to gilaI'd against such swindling 
throughout the country, and still some a re able to impose upon kind-hearted 
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and benevolent members of t he fra ternity, and oftentimes obta in money by 
fa lse pretences ~tnd unworthy infiuences. One of the prin c ip ~t l guards 
against such a procedUl'e wC)ulct be lost if a lodge 0 1' its committee were to 
understand that whatever cha rity was confer red upon a member hailing 
from another state would be re-imbursed a nd t hey would be saved harmless 
from a ny loss, in a case worthy 0 1' otherwise. The ludge to which the person 
applying for aid belonged would be depri ved uf t he right to investigate the 
case and determine its merits. Such would be the prac tical effec t. I would 
also multiply greatly the number of persons wh o a re constant ly seeking a id 
from the fratel'l1ity whether deserving or otherwise. And t here would b e 
no end to the applications for a id if it were understood tha t th e lodges con
felTing the same could call upon the Grand Lodge, or the subord inate lodge 
in some other state, to repay t he same. But more fo rc ibl e than the many 
practical ev ils which would grow out of this pract ice, were it to ol!ta in, wlIulel 
be the sacrifi ce of t he princ iple that masonic chari ty is volun tary and not 
obligatory, which lies at the fo unda tion of a id and ass istance to deserving 
IDelll bel'S. " 

In two cases before the 'Commit tee on Appeals, we. are very glad tu see 

that the attempt of the accu~ed in each case to escape a tri a l of the case on 

the merits by filing t echnical pleas was overruled. The object of masonic 

tr ia ls is to ge t a t the truth, and if the tru th cunvicts a brothel' of an offence 

substantially charged , he ought to be convicted, a lthough the technicalities 

of the civil courts are not followed. 
An autograph letter of Lafayette, in which he excuses him self from at

tending a masonic celebratIon, was presented to the Grand Lodge. A 

photograpicjac simile is given in t hese Proceedings, which we copy: 

' : I much regret the impossibili ty I am under in consequence of p revious 
and \positive engagements, to a ttend my brethren of th e Masonic Human e 
Lodge of Roches ter, on the celebration whi ch they cOlltemplate on the 24th. 
My heart will b e with them, and I beg them to accept Ill y fratern al * * 
and good wishes. 

" Dovel', June 23, /1825. LA FA Y !;T'I'!;." 

And yet there a re those in these days who dellY tha t masons, Illade as 

Lafayette was Illade, are entitled to r ecognition. 

The Report on Correspondence (137 pp.) was submittect by Bro. ALB !; HT 

S. W AIT. 
Noticing Bro. PILLA~S ' S statement, tha t the usc of ciphers is an illnova

tion in the body of Siasonry, he says : 

"As we recm to the obligation which a ll masons enter in to, as well as to 
the \vell -recognized traditions of the masonic illstituti on, we call but agree 
with his view; yet we fear the practice has gU il e too fa r and has become 
too common to the Grand Lodges of the country to admi t in our day of cor
r ection. We fear that all tha t can now be done is to guard as well as pos
sible t hese c iphers, so that they shall not cOllie to the eyes of the profane." 

A practice adopted by WIlI3I3 and continued ever s ince can scarcely be a n 

innovation. But what says Bro. 'VAIT to the proposition that there is a 
limitat'ion to the prohibition , and that the cipher is not in . violat ion of the 

p rohibition as limited ? 

Of Relief Associations, he well says : 
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" We tlo not quest ion the beneficent character, per se, of such an associa
tion as this appears to be, Qut it seems to us a new feature engrafted upon 
~[asonry, not known to its early history, and although we woulrl by no 
Ineans d i~courage such an organization fo rmed by individual brethren, we 
'lUest ioll the propriety of it being adopted by a Grand Lodge as a part of 
the masonic organization. " 

And of the Eastern Star : 

" ()ur brother has probably e re this seen from our proceed ings t llat th e 
Eas tern Star Chapters a re now allowed to occupy the ha lls of our lodges. 
We were in entire sy mpathy wi th that action and we a re satisfied in believ
ing tha t we had something to da in bringing it about. " 

In his review of Ma ine, he says: 

" It is very easy to assert that one party construes a law differently from 
a nother, and it is what every despot has done when confronted with a pla.in 
statute inte.nded and pla inly worded for protection against a rbitrary and 
irresponsible power. The Grand Lodge, indeed, might have ' fixed another 
penalty, ' anti it might have ' reversed the acti.on of the lodge and fixed the 
penalty it deemed sui table.' If the Grand Lodge had done either of these 
no one wOllld have questioned the valid ity of the act. A nd Wh y? Plainly 
because the Grand l,odge is t he judicial tribunal ot last resort in the juris
diction. Such is not the Grand Master a ny where, unless in Ma ine. 

" There may be jurisdictions where, as Bro. Drummond says, the Grand 
Master would have sllspended the charter of the lodge for fixing a grossly 
inadeq uate penalt.y; if so, it would be directly contra ry to every recognized 
principle of safe jurisprudence in every civiiized country on the face of the 
globe. A lodge, in the trial of de linquents, acts in its capacity of a judicial 
tnbun al. Its judgments are liable to undergo revision or reversal by the 
Grand Lodge, which is the superior tribunal, to which an appeal in all cases 
lies. But eITor by a n inferior tribunal does 110t subject the tribunal itself 
to pains and penalties, unless on impeachmen t for corrupt ion , and then only 
after due trial and an opportu,nity afforded for self-vinuication. There is 
no reason wby any other rule should apply ill Masonry." 

This ta lk about a despot in Masonry is absurd. Bu t we quote this to 
correct [l,l1 error in his statement. T he Grand Master is not, and in t his 

case did not attempt to be, " the tribunal of last r esort" in Maine. The 

whole matter goes to the Grand Lodge, which passes upon it as the " tri

bunal of last resor t," and did in the cases under discussion, as we supposed 

we had fully expla ined before. III New York, the Grand Master exercises 

the same power. A nd we are a mazed to note what Bro. WAITE says about 

the suspension of char ters by the Grand Master ; he is arguing from the 

standpoin t of a technical lawY<lr and decid ing questions by the rules of the 

"iv il law rather than by those of masonic law. 

\Ve surrender the remainder of our space to his reply to Bro. R O UBI:oI S, of 

Illinois: 

" In his strictures npon these acts of recogni tion, Bro. Robbins, the able 
chairman of the Committee on .Foreign Correspondence of Illinois, goes 
even so far as to asser t that there is no legit imate Masonry existing that is 
not cieri ved, either mediately or immediately, from the Grand Lodge of 
England. We would fa in ask him : What of Masonry before the Grand 

App. 27 G . L. 
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Lodge of England was formed? Was there no Masonry until that time? 
If there was, was it confined exclusively to England1 Whence did England 
obtain its Masonry? Was it in(ligenous to England, originating exclusively 
there~ Our teachings are all to the contrary, and we feel warranted in 
believing that no student of the history and antiquities of our institution 
will at this day venture such an assertion. Tlmt 1VLasonry ex isted , nOL only 
in England, but on the continent of Europe, indefinite ages before the Grand 
Lodge of I<:ngland was formed, is not only the general belief of the fraternity, 
but it is the ascertained fact of history. Out of the ages that Masonry has 
existed has been evolved the axiom that it is u1t'iversal. What right has th" 
Grand Lodge of England, or anyone in its behalf, to assert that no legiti
mate Masonry exists except it trace its origin f rom a point of time which i(1 
comparison with its traditions is but as yesterday? Every assumption of 
the institution postulates its or igin in ages unknown and its characLCr as 
universal. The 9rand Lodge of England is no fountain from which Masonry 
has originally sprung. Its fountains are plsewhere and in regions lI ot yet, 
and probably never to be, explored. So far from the Grand Lodge of Eng
land having the right to assert its own exclusive legitimacy, iLS own legiti
macy was at its formation open to criticism from the legitimate Masolll'Y of 
the European continent. At any rate the test of legitimacy in Masonry is 
not its traceability to an English Grand J"odge origin. The test is rather 
its common object, attainable by like means with the Masonry we know, 
It is its similarity of type, not its actually known line of descent. 

" We rccognize legit imacy in Masonry, as we recognize kinship in race, 
not by tracing its annals, but by its identity of type. In the language of 
our accomplished Bro. Hedges, of Montana, which we have quoted in OUl' 

review of that jurisdiction: 'We have preferred to identify branches of the 
masonic family by their principles more thfln by their pedigree, with a dis
position to broaden rather than contract the basis on which our institution 
stands.' The streams of its progress from out the dflrkness through the 
growing light of successive ages may not be traced; yet when we meet with 
it we do not fail to observe a general likeness which distinguishes it from all 
other organized association!! of men. Answering the tests which lIlasons 
are never at a loss to apply, there is no right to ignore Mason ry wherever it 
is found." 

And when we add to this, recognition by the masonic powers that a re 

descended from that Gl'fIncl Lodge, from a time as neal' its own actual 01" 

ganization as can be traced, the argument is absolutely conclusive. When 

correct principle is slIstained by ancient usage it is doubly law in Masolll'Y. 

NEW JERSEY, 1~97. 

The Grand Master (GEOl<l.a; W. :FORTMEYER) was unflble to be present on 

account of illness, and his address was read by the Deputy Granel Mastel', 

who presided. 
The Grand Master devotes nearly eight pages to necrology, giving a brief 

sketch of all the Past Masters, who had died during the year. As we under

stand it, Past Masters are melllbers of that Granel Lodge. We find that 
each lodge is required by a Hegulation of the Granel Lodge to notify the 

Grand Secretary of the death of Past Masters and give their masonic his

tory. 



Correspondence-New j ersey. 

The amount of routine business which he had been called upon to perform 
is almost increclible. He had had sixty-Jour requests from other Gr:lnd 
Masters to \Vai ve iurisdietion over candid:ltes, of which fifty had beell 

• granted a nd fo urteen denied. He had made two complaints against New York 
lodges for working New J ersey material, and in each case the New York 
lodge promptly expelled the one npon whom the degrees had been con
ferred. He had visited very many lodges, passed upon the physical qualifi
cation of thirty-n ine candidates, and had granted a great number of dispen
sations, besides doing other official acts too numerous to give even by 
classes. We do not wonder that he became ill , but do wonder at his ac
ceptin)!; a re-election! 

We think that the following is more appreciated in the older than in the 
yOllnger jurisdictions: 

" To my mind, no act of deeper import to the craft C:ln be authorized by 
the Grand Lodge or executed by the Grand Master than the warranting of 
a suhord inate lodge, and the constituting thereof. It becomes at once a 
part of Ollr mason ic life. Its possibilities for good or evil are unbounded. 
The character of its acquisitions from the profane will indicate its destiny, 
and its departnre from or adherence to the principles of our Fraternity will 
mark the ebb and How of its prosperity." 

He closes his address with the following, which is of llniversal application: 

" Permit me, in these closing words, to indulge in a single admonition . 
The laws of this Grand Jurisdiction are published for your guidance and in
struct ion. Study them carefu lly and consc ientiollsly, for 3, knowledge of 
them on your part is essential to that proper administration of your masonic 
trusts which your brethren are entitle,d to demand at yonr hands, and it 
will relieve your Grand Master of much unnecessary trouble, and from the 
pain of admonition aBd discipline which he must inflict when the occasion 
arises, however trying to his own feelings such auties may be." 

The following, in relation to fun erals, was adopted by the Grand LOllge : 

"In answer to a qnestion propounded by the M. W. Grand Master as 
follows : What is the proper place for a masonic lodge in a funeral proces
~ i un when other organizations join in the obsequies of a deceased mason\' 
Your commi ttee are of the opinion that the proper position of the lodge in a 
fUlleral procession is immed iately preceding or sUlTolmdil1g the hearse." 

An amendment to the constitution, providing that the Grand Master shall 
IIOt be eligillle for re-election, was presented, but under the rule, action upon 
it cann?t be taken till next year. We regret to find that in any Grand 
Lodge the ide,t prevails to any extent that masonic offices are created to 
honor brethren rather than to subserve the in terests of the craft. 

The Grand Master, not being present, was installed by proxy. An emer
gent communication was held to install the appointed Grand Officers. 

The resolutions of our Grand Lotlge were presented ana referred to the 
Committee on Correspondence. 
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The Report on Corre~pondellce (16iYpp.) was presented by Bro. GI-:ORGI-: 

B. EUWAllJJS. 

Heferring to dispensations, he says: 

"Such depftrtures bring no credit to the illstiLutiu lI ; illd eed, they are a 
detriment. If laws are found lIecessary to the lIIaintenance of good govern
ment, they should be sustai ned; if irksollle, t hey should be repealed, but 
not evaded. " 

"Ve do not agree: human i;.ws are iru perfect a nd in particular cases 

operate injuriously : experience shows that in Masonry it is wise and safe to 

place in tbe bands of the Grand Mastel' the power to sllspend their oper

ation ill cases in which, in his wisdom, he deems that it ought to be dOl·w. 

In reply to a statement, that in a certain com lllunity t,he Quakers were 

bitterly opposed to Masonry, he says: 

"If there is any class of llIen more ent itl eu to the privileges of Masonry 
than tbe Quakers, this writei' does not know it. In the history of New 
Jersey there have been two Quakers who have held high office, and who were 
for many years shiniug lights in the Masonic Order. One was for a 10llg 
terll the Senoir Past Grand Mastel', and the other the Grand Secretary for 
nearly half of the present century. No names are placed higher on rolls of 
Masonry than those of Bros .. Toseph Trimble, Past Grand Master, and J oseph 
H. Hough, Grand Secretary." 

While we were ilOt aware of the fact st~tted by him, we heartily ellllol'cie 

his concluding sentence: and we never befor~ heard of any opposition frolU 

that denom ination. 

'Ve find that we are correct in our understanding that Past Masters arc 

members of this Grand Lodge. Bro. EDWARDS says: 

"All Past Masters holding membersb ip in a subordin ate of New Jersey, 
are entitled to voice and vote as sucb in the Grand Lodge, and it has never 
been productive of any difficulty or infringement of lodge rights." 

The idea prevailing in some tjuarters, that mfl.king Past Masters members 

of the Grand Lodge is dangerous to lodges, is one of the most insane delu
sions of the day. Pfl.st Masters are all members of lodges fl.lld as devoted 

to the interests of the lodge fl.S the Masters and Wardens, and, as a rule, have 

more experience and wisdom in matters relating to the craft. But in the 

larger jlirisdictions the objectivn that their admission woule! make the Grand 

Llldge so unwieldy as to prevent the intelligent dispatch of business, is de

cisive. Another objection has support in what has happened in at least a 

few instances, viz: tha t when the Grand Lodge meets in a large city, their 

admission gives the city lodges an undue prepondp.l'ltnce in the Grand Lodge. 

In his rev iew of Maine, he holds the other members of the committee 

responsible for this report, as their names are ftppe llded to it : so in justice 

to them, we must tell him t1mt it is, a nd for over thirty years has been, 

the work of tbe chairman . 
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In his review to Maryland, he says (ami we 'luote it as a anothel; reply to 

Bro. WAIT of New Hampsh ire): 

"A n instance was adduced of ene rg~t i c action in the interest of preserv
ing the integri ty of the fraterlli ty. One of the lodges had received the peti
tion and had elected to confer the first degree upon one who was of ' no
toriolls character, one who had been expelled from a legislative body of our 

. state for malfeasance in office.' The lodge was notified not to confer, to 
return the fee, ft nd was admonished' that should they continue to receive 
ftnd act favorably upon material which would be a discredit tu the fratern ity, 1 
wou;d consider it Illy duty to ftlTest their ()harte r ftnd hty the matter before 
the Gmnd Lodge." 

li e tllllS Sllp port~ ,t statelllellt we have made in thi~ report: 

" While admitting the power anel prerogative of a Grand Mastel' to make 
masons at sight, he fails not to express the opinion that the practice is ' in
exped ient, very highly so,' except ill ext raordinary cases. No doubt great 
discretion should .govern such action, as is r eq uired in the making of a 
mason under ftny circumstances. The record of sight-made masons will 
certainly compare with that of the lodge-macle as to quftlity of material and 
.tempered construction." 

He also turns the tables on Bro. K U YKENDALL, who had Ulidertaken to be 

very sevp,re upon the Grand Master of New J ersey for making a mason at 

s ight, by show ing that that very power "exists in Wyoming by constitu

tional gmnt! " 

NEW MEXICO, 1896. 

We hftve in this volume fine pOl'tmits of Pftst Gmnd Masters RI C HARD 

E:oIf1LI S H ftnd.To~EPIl H. K U IIN S. 

The Grand Mftster (.JA"ER H. 'VROTH) gives a concise account of his otfi
cml act ion. 

]-Ie makes olle startling announcement. A Past Deputy Grand Master of 

the Grann Lodge and his twelve yeftl' old son, while on their Wfty hom e 

from court, disappeared and no trace of them could be found. Th e buck
boftrd in which they were tmveling had been carrie(l across the country at 

rigbt angles to the road and the three horses had been found at ditl'erent 

places. The circumstances indicated that both had been lllurderer!. A 
committee of masons, known only to the Gmnd Master and the Mi\ster of 

the local lodge, had been appointed and the matter was in their hands, bn t 

they were not ready to report. In response to a circular froin the Grand 

Master , the lodges had contributed liberally to pay the expenses. 

The Grand Master had found that the work had not been properly dOll(, 

in many of the lodges-a failing which he attributes largely to brethren who 
cftnnot or will not qualify themselves. He also says tlmt the teaching of 

l\laster Masons is a lmost wholly neglected: brethren well posted in the first 

two degrees fail wofully in ~he third, when examined for visitation. 
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It seems from his statement that the District Deputies are not inspectors 
of the work. We are surprised at thi~, for in the estimation of many, that 

is the chief object of the office, and in the estimation of all, it is an import

ant object. 

He a lso 5aid: 
"In conclusion, it is clearly my duty to call the attention of this Grand 

Lodge to the rapid and extensive growth of a disease that is threatening the 
very existence of the Fraternity, that is, the frequency with which the 
masonic o)Jligations to protect the reputation, person and well being of a 
bl"Other masolJ a re constantly disregarded in this jurisdiction." 

Taking this ati a text, he makes a most earnest appeal for reform: part of 

his address is omitted from the printed report. He closes as follows: 

"How can it ·be done? How can the desired result be brought about? 
The answer is easy. Let you and me, and everyone o( us-your subordi
nate lodge and mine-do its dut.y. Do not wai.t for anybody else to do it. 
Let it once bf) uaderstood that no violation whatever of masonic law will be' 
tolerated by any mason, high or low, in politics, in busiuess, in Masonr.v or 
elsewhere, and the end will he obtained. Do not wait for the injured brotl\er 
to become the accuser. Do not allow any compou nding of the crime. 
Both parties may be gu il ty, and it is the duty of the Lodge to act. and act 
promptly. I repeat, if we have not the intent to enforce maso llic obliga
tions, let us stop administering them." 

The Grand Lecturer confirms the statements of the Grand Master in rela

tion to the work. He recommends, among other things, that a month be 

allowed between election and installation of officers, so that they m,\y be

come proficient in their parts, or, fa iling that, be barred of install ation. He 

also recommends that th" minimum fee be raised to gmtI'd mol''' secnrely the 
avenues of the temple. 

The resolutions of our Grand Lodge in relation to jurisdiction were pre

sented aud referred to the Committee on Correspondence . . 
A n attempt had been made to ameno the constitution; but under their 

departure from the old la w, it had neither been accepted nor rejected, ann 

the lodges were ordered to act upon it again during the ensu ing year. Iowa 

formerly had the same provision, copied from civil law, but in time found 

by experience the folly of it and return ed to fii'st principles: New Mexico 

seems to be in a fair wa.y to learn the same lesson. 

The Gra.lld Master granted a dispensation to confer a degree without wait
ing the usual time; a.nd the committee say: 

"If the ri"ght to dispense ' with this by-law is cla imed upon the ground of 
the ancient prerogative of ,.he Grand Master to make masons at s ight, it ma.y 
be said tbat such power, if it ex ists, can not be delegated. In modern times 
such powers have been assumed by Grand Lodges themselves, and their ex
ercise by the Grand Master is regulated by constitntions and statutes of 
Grand Lodges." 

This is not accurate. In many jurisdictions, this power is conceded to 

a nd exercised by the Grand Master, without reference to constitutional pro-
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visions; in m;],ny oth ers, the constitution assumes that the Grand Master has 

the power, and adds to the prohibition, " except by dispensation" ; while 

in others, there is a ll express grant of power in the constitution. 

However, the fo llowing was substituted for the Report of the Committee : 

" In the case repor ted from Socorro Lodge, No. Il, wherein the Grand 
Master granted a dispensation to confer the Master Mason's degree upon a 
F ellow Craf~ without waiting for the proper time wh erein such should be 
clone in ltCcorclance with Section 4, Article 16 of th e by-laws of this Granrl 
Lodge, this comllli t tee desires to say, without now discussing or passing 
upon the question of prerogatives and powers of the Grand Master as la id 
down in the A ncient Regulations, t ha t such po wers should be exercised very 
sparingly and with the utmost caution." 

Why very sparingly ? The time limit is ,1, modern innovation, and was 

established in order that suitable proficiency might be made, and because the 

power Df the Master to determine whether proficiency had been made, was 

abused. Now it is certain that some can acquire the proficiency required in 

less t ime than a month ; and we can. see no reason why it is hurtful for the 

Grand Master to shorten the t ime fo r good reasons, provided, always, that he 

is satisfied that suitable proficiency has been made by the candidate. To 
prevent abuses, the la w is a wise one; but to assume that the Gran(1 Master 

will be a party to abusing it, is inadmissible. 
Of the nse of the term " masonic " in business ente rprises, the committ.ee 

say : 

" Your co mmittee begs lea ve to say, concerning the timely remarks of the 
Grand Master in relation to the entrance intn this territory of so-called 
Masonic Insurance Companies, Build ing Associations, and the like, that th is 
cOlllmittee knows of no way to legally restrain such associations f rom so 
doing. Your commi ttee highl y approves of the action of the Grand Master 
in calling attention to this growing evil , a nd respectfully ca lls the attention 
of the craft throughout this jlll"isd iction to this abnse and to want them 
aga inst any connection with any such inst itutions. They have no connec
t.ion with the Masonic Fraterni ty and in IIlOst cases are utterly unreliable 
from a business standpoint." 

The report was adopted . . 
We copy the following, as bearing upon a poin t made by Bro. WA ITE, 

noticed in Ollr rev iew of his report: 

" The committee recomm ends tha t th e Grand Master take the neces
sary steps which he is full y empowered to take under masonic law, to 
canse charges to be preferred and immed ia te trials had in th e proper sub
ord inate lodges in these par ticular and a ll simil a r cases, wherein subor
dinate lodges fail to d ischarge their d uty . They furth er recommend , that 
if a snbordinate lodge in such case, after charges have been ordered to be 
preferred , refuses to promptly cause such charges to be prefen ed and prose· · 
cuted, to vis it upon snch lodge the penalty of arrest of charter." 

The Repor t on Correspondence (05 pp.) was presented by Bro. MAX F IWST 

-an excellent abstract, but with no points upon which to hang a review. 

He qnotes cr it icisms of his views without a reply. 
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NEW YORK, 1896. 

We h;tve excellent portmits of Gmnd M;tster .TO\lr-; ST"WAHT ;tnd P;tst 

Gmnd M;tster OSCAR COLE~. 

Gmnd M;tster STEWART S;tys: 

" So efficiently have the officers of the Gmnd Longe served the cr;tft, ;tnd 
so conscientiously have the M;tsters, officers and brethren performed their 
duties, that I am constrained at the very threshold of our annu;tl gatherin g 
to extend my most sincere congmtulations, coupled with hearty greetings. 
to you the [{epresentatives of more tlmn ninety thousand loy;tl and ste;td
fast cr;tftsmen. " 

He announces the de;tths of a large number of brethren, among them Past 

G. Master JOIl'; HonG"; and Bros. iiENRY C. BANKS and ,TOIII'( 1<'. COl.r.I);~, 
whom we had known pel"l;on;tlly for many ye;trs, ;tnd Bro. El.Y S. PARKEIl , 

of whom the Grand Master says: 

"Bro. P;trker was the first M,aster of Akron Lodge, No. 527, of this juris
dict ion, and a member of that lodge at the time of his death. He was ;t 
full-blooded Indi;tn, a grand-nephew of Hed Jacket, and was chief of the 
Seneca (,ribe and titular king of the six Nations, his Indian nallle being Do
ne·ho-ga-wa. He resided for a time in Galen;t, TIl. , and there became ac
quainted with General Grant, upon whose staff he subsequently served in 
the capacity of priv;tte secretary, attain ing the rank of Brigadier-General. 
It was he who copied the surrender of Lee at Appomattox from the pencil 
draft made by Grant. He was not only as brave as his celebrated uncle, 
but a lso as eloqnent." 

Jle states th;tt the Masonic Hall and Asylum Fund now an.lOunLs to over 

:;;2;)0,000. The trustees had ;trranged for an adrlition;tl building, expressly 

for children, in order to meet the" increasing number seeking our protec

tion. " 

Having been informed that Zerubbabel Lodge was initiating unworthy 

candidates and conducting its meetings in an unmason ic m;tnner, he ord ered 

;tn investigation, of the result of which he says: 

" T. regret to say the investigation disclosed a condition of affairs so linth'ely 
foreign to the usages of Masonry, ;tnd so absolnte a violation of the consti
lntion and statutes, that it became necess;try, in order to preserve the good 
name of our craiL, to act pr,)mptly. Accordingly, I arrested the w;trrallt, of 
the lodge, and, on presentation of charges, appointed Commissioners to b'y 
the Master, Junior Warden, and three other brethren, one of whom was the 
Illst candidate initiated. I need not enter into a detail of the trial further than 
to mention the f;tct that on the evening the last cand id ate was ini tiated the 
disreputable place kept by him was mided by the police. All against whom 
charges were preferred were found guilty, and promptly expelled from the 
rights and privileges of Masonry." 

This was a case in which a bad element in the lodge got control of it. III 

closing it up, over one hundred received certificates frol1l the Gmnd Secre

tary, part of whom forn~ed a new lodge and others affiliated with other lodges. 

These bret.hren IUnst have been remiss in their dnty or ma.ny of the worse 
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element could never hftve gftined ftdmiss ion, or , hftv ing got in , obtftin nd con

trol of the longe. 

In submitting his fifteenth report, Grand Secretary Ell LEIlS calls attention 
to the growth of the craft since his first r eport : the membership had in

creased from less than 70,000 to over 90,000 : the Temple debt of :;;600,000 

had been paid, the ftsy lum had been erected a t ft cost of $230,000, a.nd th e 

Grand Lodge has over g:100,OOO ill its Treasury. He adds : 

" The brother who, more than fi f ty years ago, while fillin g the office of 
Gmnd Secreta ry, evolved the idea of building a ha ll in this city, out of the 
revenues of which should be erected and maintained a home for the indigent 
brother, the destitute widow and the helpless orphan, ' builded better than 
he knew.' Among the Hi1 inmates of om Home is the daughter of the 
founder of the ll all a nd Asy lum Fund." 

A reduction in the per capita cost of maintaining the Home hftd been 

mftde from . '5.81 Per week the yeftr previous, to ~4 . 08 for' th e yeftl' jnst 

closing. The decrease WftS due partly to ft n increase of the niunber of in · 

mfttes, but largely to economy in management. 
By a strange overs ight, the civil char ter of the Home does not include th e 

wives of masons; but the Trustees Sfty: 

" Th ere are now thirteen wives living with their husbands in the H OIll P. 

Th ere being no statutory authority fo r their reception as benefic iaries, and 
the cruelty and in justice of separa ting worthy couples, both ftlike indigent 
ft nd dependent, being manifest, t he clear overs ight of the stfttute hftR been 
Illet by the Trustees by receiviug this class as employees, wIth out conI pen
sat ion for ser vices other than their main tenance and care. " 

Th e details are given in full , in these Proceedings, occupying some fif ty 

pages , and ftre of great interest and value to t hose Illftnaging or contem

plating the building of simila r institutions. 

We are very glad to find that the.Librarian has put the Library in order , 

arranging manuscri pts and documents.. We hope that it will be found that 

documents, which were once in the Lihrary, but ha ve since been repor ted 

as miss ing, were only misla id, and are now found again . 
The reports of tile Boards of Masonic Relief are full of in terest. They 

give a br ief sta tement of some of the cases, say ing by way of in troduction : 

" We have proven to our ent ire satisfaction tha t wh en a mft n assumes t il p 
obligations of Masonry, he does not at that or any other time drop any of 
the pecnliari ties of human weakne~s that d istinguishes the entire fam ily one 
from another, and we find it prudent to l;rgard each person applying to us 
fo r relief in tbe light of a p robable' sharp, ' though we do n ot t reat him as 
Huch un t il we are sure of it." 

A mong the cases a re these: 

. , Case No. 1, 13U. An over-prourl brvther from Ma ine, once a I"ery prolll
inent mftson and business man, now old ft nd poor. Had not been in his 
lodge in twenty-two years; but that lodge, on a represelltation of the case, 
acted promptly and nobly. The brother does not know that his lodge had 
any thing to do wi th his relief. 
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"Case No. 1,139. A young mason from Maine. Came here on invita
tion of his brother whom he had not seen since his childhood. On arrival 
went at once to Brooklyn, where the brothel' boarded, and while. waiting 
for bim information came that the brother had just been killed by falling 
from a building. A pitiable case." 

Other cases were of a different complexion, such as this for example: 

"Case No.1, 112. From Ireland. We seclll'ed a position for him on 
Third Avenue Cable Hoad, paid his board while he was learn ing his dutie~, 
procured him a nniform, and after one week of regu lar servi ce he was dis
charged. A week afterward he appeared in an intox icated condition, and 
abused us because we would not furtber aid him. The school of adversity 
did not supply bim with t he propel' education." -

We noto that everyone of the Grand Officers were elected" by acclama

tion. " 
A revised constitution was adopted upon the report of a commi ttee, who 

had, evidently, carefu lly considered it . 

We note that the Grand Lodge retains the power to amend the consti tu

tion: that it gives to lodges" original" (and we presume exclusiv ) jurisdic

tion over E. A. 's made, and F. C. 's passed, in them, and over their mem

bers, except the Mastel' and members against whom charges a re preferred 

by mem bers of other lodges, alll i concurrent ju risdiction with the Grand 

Lodge over" nnaffiliated andnon··affi liated · masons" residing within their 
several territorial jurisdictions. Tbe decision of the lodge is final unless an 

appeal be taken to the Grand Mastel' (will Bro. WAIT!> observe?) or to the 

Grand Lodge: and an appeal lies to the {~rand Lodge from the decision of 

the Grand Master. 

A ~ some of our brethren deny the right of the Grand Lodge to exerc isA 

original jurisdiction save in a limited number of cases, we quote the l)\'ovis
ion of this Constitution. 

" The Grand Lodge shall have original jurisdiction to enforce the provis
ions of its constitution and laws, and to hear and determine charges whi ch 
may be preferred against an unaffiliated or non-aftiliaterl mason, and a ll 
matters of controversy which may a rise between lorlges, or between a lodge 
and its Master, or between a lodge and a member or the members of another 
lodge, or members of different lodges; and when charges lire preferred in 
any of the foregoing cases, it shall be the dllty of the Gra nd Mastel', or 
District Deputy Grand Master of the District in which the ol'fp. ll ce or contro
versy shall a rise, to appoint by his walTant a commission, consisting of not 
1I10re than five nor less than three disinterested brethren, who shall have 
attained tbe rank of Master, and sball hai l f rom at least three different 
lodges, to hear a nd determine the same." 

We quote the following Report uf COlll mittee on .Jurisprudence, s igned by 

seven Past Grand Masters, partly for the in fo rmation it contains, bnt very 

largely because it stales the COlTect doctrine: 

"The Standing Committee Oil Jnrisprndence woulel respectfllily report 
tbat two applications bave been referred to them, viz: 

" One from the Grand Lodge of Chili and one from the Grand Lodge of 
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San Dom ingo, each applying for recogni t ion and an exchange of representa· 
tives. 

"Yom commi ttee report that it IS the settlen policy of this Grand Lodge 
to decline a recognition and exchange of representatives with allY bpt in
dependent Grand Lodges of Symbolic Masol1l'Y, wholly independent of and 
not under the control of a ny other body of Freemasonry, whether of the 
York or Scottish Rite. 

" The papers presented to your committee do not furnish Ruffic ient evi
dence that either of these Grand Lodges seeking recognition (both of Scottish 
Bite origin and originally receiving their authority from and being under 
the control of a Supreme Counc il of the A. A. S. Rite) have separated there· 
from, and with the consent of the Supreme Coullcil becollle indepennent of 
and taken enti re control of the three symbolic degrees. We do not question 
the right of ~upreme Councils of the A. A. S. Rite to control and confer the 
first three sy mbolic degrees in all countries where that is the dominant Rite, 
and we recognize Mastel' Masons made under that authority as regular, and 
as much entitled to our regard and recognition as if made under our au
thority, but until the ~uprell1e Council has relinqUished its authority over 
the three symbolic degrees (as has been done in this and other jurisdictions), 
and the control of the three symboli c degrees haS been relegat~d to symbolic 
Grand Lodges entirely independent of other author ity, we cannot recognize 
the Grand Lodge organ ization. 

" Until we have full information as to their organization and copies of 
their present constitutions, we cannot intelligently report to you, or recom
lIlend any action other than to decline an exchange of representatives with 
either the Grand Lodge of Chili or San Domingo. . 

"At the same time, we do not question the legitimacy of any brothel' 
nH!.de a :'Ifaster Mason in a lodge created by a Supreme Council in any 
country where the A. and A. Rite is the dominant Rite. He is as regular 
as any made in either New York or Pennsy lvania. • The bodies of the York 
Wte do not embrace the whole of Free and Accepted Freemasonry.' 

•. Masonry is recognized throughont the world as jllst as legitimate in all 
conntries where the three symbolic degrees are controlled and conferred by 
the bodies of the Scottish Rite as it is in th is country, where they are sole ly 
under the control of the York Rite . Whichever Rite is the dominant Hite 
in any country has control of symbolic degrees by full consent of all, and 
unt il the Snpreme Councils in those countries relinquish control of the first 
three degrees to independent Grand J,odges, we should recognize all Master 
Masons lIlade under their authority, and allow them to visit a nd affiliate 
With om lodges under the same masonic restrictions as if made in lodges 
of the YOrk Hite. 

"The only exception to this rule is, masons hailing from the athe istic 
Gmnd Orient of France are debarred by the edict of this Grand Lodge and 
cannot be recognized fts legitimate uuder any circumsta~lCes . 

" Mastel' Masons hailing from lodges under the Obedience of the C!upreme 
Council of France are not under this bad, as they are entirely independent 
of and antagonistic to the atheistic doctrines of tbe Grand Orient. 

" We recommend the adoftion of the following: 
"Resolved, That the appl ications of the Grand Longes of Chili and San 

Domingo for recognition and exchange of representatives be denied, until 
we l!:tve defi nite information as to their present status as Independent Grand 
Lodges of Symbolic Masonry. 

" Resolved, That we fully recognize the legitimacy of Master Masons 
made in lodges of the A. and A. Rite in countries where that is the domi
lH!.nt Rite, and welcome them to the right of visitation and affil iation uncleI' 
the usual masonic restrictions, the same as if made in lodges of onr obedi
ence, those of the obedience of the Grana Orient of France alone excepted." 

The report was received and its recolllmendations adopted. 
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The Report on Correspondence (200 pp.) was presented by Bro .. J"SSE B. 

ANTHONY, save that a very valuable review of :Foreign Grand Lodges (ot.her 

t han English) was prepared by Bro. ERNEST RING'; IL 

In his introduction, he pays the following tribute to his late associate, in 

which we join: 

" As we pen this introduction our heart is saddened by the intelligence 
that' another silver cord has been loosed, a golden bowl broken.' 

.. Associated with us as a member of this committee for the past two years , 
was a friend and masonic assoc iate of Illany years, R. W .. John P. Collins 
-the genial .John, the zealous brother, t he eloquent ritualist, the indefat.i
gable mason. Loyal to t.he heart's core, he was a brother in whom there 
was no uncertainty, a nd with the added years the growth of masonic n.ffec
tion strengthened. 

"On the 29th day of March the door of the dividing line which sepn.rates 
the linite from the infinite, swung on its hinges, and R. W. Bro. Collins 
entered lIpon the enlarged work of the future . 

.. 'The light of his pure life went out 
As sinks behind the hill 

The ""lory of a settino- star 
C l ~ar, suddenly and still> " 

Tn his review of Arkansas, he says: , 
" We can not see any reason for the publication of the report of the Di

rectors of the' Masonic Mutual Relief Association,' and are strongly of thE' 
opinion that the less Grand Bodies have to do with bnsill!'ss enterpri sE's of 
t.his character, the better for them." 

If other Grand Lodges woulu adopt the system shown in the following, a 

large amount of expense would be saved and the business lUore intellig!' lItly 

transacted: 

"New York for 1895 has friendly notice. and he expresses surprise that 
the representatives in Grand I.odge assembled are enabled' by organ'ization 
and business methods of their creation to prepare and despatch the indispen
sable business of so important a body in the brief space of forty-eight hours.' 
Let me whisper in your ear that the points we have italicized, combined 
with work, account for it ." 

Some Grand Lodges tie their hands so that com mi ttees cannot be named in 
advance, anrl the l~esnlt is that a ll their work has to be done dnring the ses· 

sian. 

Of masonic funerals, he says: 
"A lodge is at labor when engaged in the discharge of the last sacl ritl's 

over the remains of a deceased brother. After the lIsual preliminary cerE'
mon ies the lodge, under the cha rge of the Master, proceeds in fU llPral pro
cess ion iu the discharge of thatduty, and when the duty is end ed th e brethren 
return to the lodge-room and are dismissed. The usual formaliti es of open
ing are dispensed with, the Master declaring it to be an emergent communi
cation for funeral purposes." 

In his rev iew of Maine, he asks a question which probably the following 

statement will answer. When a resident of Maine takes the degrees else

where, he will not be recognized in Maine, without the permission of the 
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Grand Lodge or the Grand ]\'litster, a nd, generally, the unanilDo'us consent 

of the lodge: while not a ter /tltical " bealing," that te rm is frcCJucntly used . 

He says furth er: 
" In several instances chlilns were jlrcsented for t ll c l'()-illlburSClllent uf 

nloncy paid for ass istance 01' funeral expenses by onc lodgc to or for the 
bcnelit uf the Illember of another lodge. It beiug itscel'Lained that thesn ex
penses had been incurreLl without notice 0 1' agreement, the Grand Lodgc 
decided that it had no authority to enforce tllll pityment thereof. This we 
deem to be con ect." 

• ~ * * * * * * * 
" Attent ion is directed to the fact that in Maine the Rame effect is g iven 

to a rejecti on as in the jnrisd iction in which the original rejection occurred. 
' No rejected citndidate from Oregon, Penn sylvania, or itny other Grand 
.Jurisd iction holding the law of perpetual jurisd icti on can be received in 
~Iaine wi thou t the consent of the rejecting loc/ge.' This natumlly obviates 
any clash of in terest between Grand Bod ies. New York recognizes the 
sa llIe principle, in the requirement of the consent of the rejecting lodge. 

"This qnestion can only be settled upon some middle ground, itnd in New 
Y orK we occupy such it position. For while holding to tbe principle of per
petnal jurisdiction. it is of a qualified character, inasmuch as the conse nt 
fo r a relinquishment of jurisd iction between lodges unuer its govel'llment 
c:tn be gmtl ted by a majority vote. This relieves it of ·tho iron-clad cla illl 
of a one-man power following :t candidate forever. We are emphatically 
and teetotall y opposed to :tny such principle." 

* * * * * * * * * 
" If we Ulay be permitted, we hardly think the illustration in the las t 

pamgraph is exactly pat. If a. profane is eligi ble to petition a lodge :tfter 
twelve months, the time usnally required to attain a masonic residence in a 
state, why, as a matter of law, any greater length of tim e in the case of a 
rejected candidate? In both instances the same duty is enjoined n])on th e 
Committee of Investigation, viz: dne inquiry into the canckdate 's previolls 
character. " 

Because a cand idate once rejec ted should be under the observation of the 
brethren longer on that account than one who comes into the commllnity 

free from such a disability . Experience shows tint it is very difficult, save 

in flagran t cases, for a committee to obta in accurate info rmation from a 
distance. 

His remark, th}tt it rejection on a petition for affiliation, means no more 

than that he is not wanted in that lodge, suggests that the law of some 

jurisdictions requiring un affiliates to apply to nearest lodge, and th e law in 

relation to n OTl -affili ate~, make such a rejection an exclnsion from all masonic 
rights. 

rn his review of Wyoming, he says : 

" We should take exception to the statement' that th e priv il eg-e of a Pas t 
~[aster to open and conduct the business of a lodge in .t he absence of the 
)[aster an(1 Wardens is contrctry to all masonic usage, ' fo r it was an ancient 
custom itnd is now permissible in some Grand Jurisdictions. The proposi
tion to eliminate this provision frum the Constitution of the Gmnd Lodge 
did not receive, as we think it shou ld, favorable action. " 

Why receive favorable action? An a ncient law (not merely" custom," " 
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Bro. ANTH ON \·) existiHg in Li IC Muther Grand Lodge from organizat ion, a nd 

in IrmllY oth ers, shollid lI Ot be repealed save fo r good reasons. 

NORTH CAROLINA, 1897. 

PorLmits of t il !) rct ir in ).!; Grand iHaste r, li llANe ls 1\'[. Mon:, and PaHt Grand 

:Uastcr RUBEHT W. B EST are g iven, as wel l as a list of t he Gmnd Maste rs 
f rolll the ocgalli zaLion of t he lirallil Lodge. T here is one defect ill that list; 

the" front na llles" of seventeen of t hem a re r.ot given. 

A fte r an eloquent in t roduction and t ri butes to the dead (includ illg Past 

Grand Master R O ll 8 ' tT W. BEST, of his own jurisdiction) Grand M~tster 

:VI u n : s~\ys: 

" Taking a retrospective view of t he work which, wi th your kind ass ist
ance, I have been a ble to accomplish for t he Order the past two yeHrs, I 
a ll! happy to state at the close of my term of office as Grand Mastel', that 
the condi t ion of Masonry in this jurisdiction is most encountgin ~, ami pre
SeI lts to my successor a n inviting field , which promises a rich harvest in 
return fo r t he zeal and a bility, I have no tlOll bt will characteri ze his ad min
ist ration.' , 

* * * * * * * * * 
" The supervision of t he entft by tbe Grand Master is necessarily of a 

general cha racter. In the absence of a ny system of offi cia l visitation which 
it seems impntc ticable to inaugurate in view of the la rge expense it would im
pose upon the Grand Lodge, it is illlpossible to keep in touch with the a lmost 
three hUl"ldred lodges in the state. While this is true Illy offi cial correspond
ence has been large and varied and I a m indebted to so me of t he brethren 
for va luable infOl·mation furnished me fro m time to tillle during the year, 
wldeh has compensated in no small de.!:( ree fo r t he difficul t ies tu which I 
refer. " 

Eight new lodges had been established a nd the charters of t \· .. o dorlll ant 

ulles restored; and one charter had been a rres ted. 

He records his " unqualified approval" of the present system of Grand 

Lodge r epresen tation. 
He speaks in the highest te rms of the good accomplished by the Ox ford 

ylasonic Asylum : but the obtaining of the means for its future support was 

a cause for ax iety; and he earnestly appealed to t he lodges to incorporate 

in to their by-la ws a provision requiring each member to plty fi ve cents it 

lllonth for its support. 

lIe well says : 

" In t he admission of call1liciates, the reputa tion of our t im e-honored in
s ti tu tion and all that we hold dear as masons is at st.ake. None should be 
permitted to enter the sacred precincts of our lodges, who do not love ami 
i eftr God, and have honest he,trts fill ed wi th charity for their fellowman. 

" The presence of one unworthy member in a lodge often keeps out fi ve 
good men, who would otherwise be glad to unite wit.h us. 

"The ballot is the great bulwark of Masonry. I ts pri vacy shuuld at a ll 
t imes be sacredly observed , to t he eud that peace and good-fellowship way 
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prev;t il amollg the brethren. At th e close of tllO ballot it is the duty of the 
Mastel', by a silnpl e but effec tive method, to prevellt its illspection save by 
tlw the thrcc prillcipal officers. lL shoulci never be discussed in 01' out of 
the lod.ge, as tilis te llds to destroy its secrecy, which Ulus t ever be Ulai 11-

Laill ct1. " , 

If his practical rcculllInendalions a ro heeded by the bl"etilrCII, the future 

proHperity of tile craft ill that jurisdiction is ;Lbsolntely certain. 

The librarian reported tha t no binding had been do lie for the preccding 
Jif Leen years, and he had hall 107 volLlLnes boulld , without co mpleting the 

work. 

Considerable space is taken up with an account of the asylulll , which had 

1m" the best year in its history, ha l' ing 211 inmates (1l0 girls and 101 boys) . 

Ti,e proposed amendment to the const itution, limiting the eligibility of 

Grand i\'hLSte r and Grand Warriens to one year, had been subillitted to th e 

lodges, and while they voted 100 to (i2 in favor of the amendillent, yet as 

twu-thirds did not vp te in favor, it was declared lost. 

Th e Committee on Reprint asked, and were allowed, f urther t ime. 

The following resolutinn was unanimously adopted by a rising vote : 

" Hesolved. That the Grand Lodge procure a portrai t of Mr. B. N. Duke, 
and that the same be hung in the build ing a t tne Urphan Asylum which 
Ntr. ])uke nallies after his deceased son." 

MI'. ])1 ' 1<1-: , not a mason, gave :;;10,000 to the Asylum on condition th at a 

specitied sum should be g iven by others, and pa id over the amount, a lthough 

the conditioll lacked some ~ I, 700 of being performed. 

We find the following : 

" One of th e most pleasing incidents of the Grand Lodge then occlllTed, 
Bro, W. A, Withers, in the following remarks, presented to retiring Grand 
,vlaster Moye a beautiful jewel, as a token of love and es teem from the 
masons of North Carolina, for his faithful and efficient services as an officer 
of this Grand Lodge, on his retiring f rom office, " 

The presenta tion speech and the n"ply were unusually eloljUent and ap
propriate. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted: 

" Resolved, That it is the sense of this Grand Lodge, that as all elective 
Past Grand Officers, viz: Past Grand Masters, Deputy Grand Masters, Grand 
Wardens, Grand Treasurers anel Grand Secretar ies, are members of this 
Grand Body, a nd so recognized by our constitut ion, that it is therefore right 
a lill propel' that their expenses while a ttending the one anllual communica
tion, should be paid by this Grand Lodge." 

The Grand Lodge celebra terl the t wenty-fourth of JUlie at the Orphall 

Asylum by laying the corner stone of a new building; the oration by Bro. 

R. N. HAC.",..,T is well sa id to be " a gem of rare beauty and excellence. " 

The Report 0 11 Correspondence (170 pp.) was presented by Bro. JOHN A. 
CULLI:s'S, 
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The following from his introduction will show why there is little more for 

Hotice: 

"A ll the transactions of our Gmnd Lodges which have accunllliated 
within the last three years (about 120 volumes) have beeH carefully ex
,unin ed ,wd reviewed, ,wd it is believed that few items of general in terest have 
escaped notice. It will be observed, however, throughout these notes that, 
in recording matters upon which Grand Lodges hold diverse views or pmctice, 
YOllr cOUlmittee has refrained from adverse criticislll, becausll it believes its 
dllty i~ restricted to simply submitting an intelligent synopsis of the state of 
the Fratel'llity at large, a nd not to assa il the polity of any Sovereign Gmnd 
Lodg'e, or to assume the duties assigned to Committees on Jurisprudence. 

"A large number of the brethren whO write these correspondence reports 
are so thoronghly equipped with a Jmowledge of the principles of masonic 
law and usage that tbeir contributions are of permanent valne to the craft , 
not alone in their own jurisdictions, but everywhere. Y0ur committee, 
however, lays no claim to this essential qualification, and has therefore de
clined to break a lance, or to invite a sword-play, with any of the Knights 
of the qui ll now in the field. In th is discretion the Grand Lodge of North 
Carolina will at least escape the discredit which would befall her shou ld her 
reporter lIleet disaster through a display of zeal without knowled ge." 

I Ie quotes froUl our report of 18%, OU I' c riti cism of a decision of his G mnd 

Lodge that a candidate rejected for membel'sl1'ip cannot apply to another 
lodge withont the unanimous consent of the rejec ting lodge, ,wd asks" who 

can gainsay it? " 

Ilis rare and brief COlll lll ents show that his fears that if he Lii st:usscs 

quest ions his Grand Lodge wil! suffer, are entirely groundless. 

NORTH DAKOTA, 1896. 

The portrait of the retiring Grand Mastel' (WILI.IA)I H. BE~T) is givcu 

as a frontispiece. 

Graud Mastel' BEST delivered an excellent address. He had grautecL two 

dispensations for new IQdges and other d ispellsations as j'eqll'ireri, being til'lu 

ill the" opin ion that the prerogative power .of the Grand :viaster, so far .as 

it relates to the se ttiug aside of any law or regulation of the Graud Lodge, 

should be exercised only in cases of great elllerger.cy." 

lIe decided that a lodge lllay be opened on the degree 011 wh ich work is 

to be dQne, and wQrk may be suspended on the degree on wbich the lodge 

is opened and then the l.odge opened on a lower degree, but not on a higher 

degree. He statfls correctly that the lodge is opened: now we can not poss i

bly perceive why the practice prevailing when we were made a mason is not 

cor rec t: then the lodge was opened on any degree the Master saw fit, then 

closerl on that degree and opened .on fl,IlY other degree, and so on back llud 
forth as often fl,S the Master saw fit: the degrees are mere matter of ritual, 

the lodge itself being in sessiou ulltil finally closed. The whole object of 
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changing from one degree to another is to qualify the lodge to do particular 

business. 
lIe made one decision that we believe is contrary to the general practice 

now. li e decided that a lodge, a member of which commits an offence in 
the jurisdiction of allother lodge, has paramount jurisdiction, and the 

latter lodge only upon the neglect or refusal of the former . The law generally 

prevailing is, that either lodge may proceed, and the one, that first com

mences, acquires jurisdiction: it was formerly held, that masonic courtesy 
requires that the lodge of which he was a member should be notified and 

r equested to act, before the other lodge should entertain charges, but still 
that this was not' necessary : and the practical difficulty of tryiug a brother 

away frolll the place where the offence is committed, has led to the present 

practice. Especially is this true, when the two lodges are in different juris

dictions. Every Gmnn Lodge now insists upon the right to try a mason 

who violates its laws, no matter where the lodge of which he is a member 

is located. 
The following does not accord with the practice in this section of the 

country: 
" While a Warden is pres iding as Master, during the temporary absence 

of the Master, he, for the time being, is vested with the full authority of the 
i\1aster , and is the judge of the emergency which makes the calling of a 
specia l meeting a necessity, and he may, while presiding at a regular meet
ing, fix th e time for holding special meetings, the same as the ¥aster could 
do were he present and presiding. Dnring the interim between the regular 
or stated lodge meetings the Senior Warden cannot call a special meeting 
of the lodge if the Worshipful Master is within the jurisdiction of the Grand 
Lodge and accessible to communication either by letter or wire, or if tempora
rily out of the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge he can be reached by mail or 
wire in time to authorize the special meeting. It is not a question of dis
La!lCe, b~lt one of actual absence." 

If the Master is out of the jurisdiction of the lodge, so that practically he 

cannot be reached in person, to give the order, the Warden may act: this 

usage grew up before telephones or telegraphs were invented, and when even 

mail facilities were wanting. W e douut the policy of using either in such 
cases. W e think the l~st sentence, properly construed, gives the true rule. 

" It is not a question of distance, but of absence" from the lodge jurisdic

tion. 
The Grand Secretary had had a busy year. With but littie, if any con

ception of the work involved, the Grand Lodge had ordered the Registry 

system to be adopted. Cpon commencing it, the magnitnde of the ':job be

came apparent, and became more so as progress was made. But Bro. 

TIlOM I'sO~ is not olle, who will fail to carry ont the order of the Grand 

Lodge, because it involves unexpected work. He went at it with his usual 
Vig~ll' and made splendid progress. There was only one bad r esult: this 

work kept him so busy that, with the conCUl'l'ence of the Grand Master, he 
App. 28 G. L. 
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omitted his Heport on Correspondence. Tile tllinness of the pamphlet re

vealed this fact to us before we opened it, and we cOllllllenced our review 

with a sigh of disappointment. 

Of the Registry, he says: 

"At the time I began to agitat,e a system of keeping a Grand Lodge Heg. 
istry of the members of particular lodges in our Grand Jurisd iction I t hought 
Illy imagination was sufficiently vivid to pene·trate and discover the difficul
t ies, obstacles and labor connected with the completion of thn system. 
After the Grand Lodge had authorized the establishment of the system I 
began to prepare to Ret tbe wbeels in motion. I have undertaken man y 
tasks in my life. but this one was the most momentns in my experience. I 
find the labor about as great as any of the tasks of Hercules of whieh we 
read in classic lore. I have often felt like Patience sitting on a monument, 
and indeed, have sometim'es wondered whether I was a martyr to my own 
zeal or not. Still I would not retrace the steps taken. The snm total of re
sults at the present, begins to assume the fO l"ln of a reward fo r the labor 
and thought expended. 

"I am quite sure that more than one poor over-burdened ~ecretary has 
wished me in Halifax for imposing the System of Membership Registry upon 
our Grand Lodge, and I cannot blame him very much, because he probably 
does not see any ultimate good so clearly as I do, and , hence, does not par
ticularly see any good frol11 the labor , except to satisfy what might have 
becn termed' a cranky notion or the Grand Secretary. ' " 

* * * * * * ¥ * * 
"The correspondence with the variolls Secretaries has been something 

enormous considering our number of lodges. I have not counted the num
ber of letters, but there are uearly 500 pages covered in the copy books 
which are used for this kind of work. No return has been received in this 
office which fulfilled all of tb e requirements and whir:h did not take one 01' 
more letters to ascertain defin ite information. Each name is handled, in 
obtaining the different verificat ions, a t least seven times, so tha t this office 
during the past year has handled what is equivalent to more than 20,000 
names. I do not expect to complete the Grand Lodge Registry before two 
years. This will include furnishing duplicates of the cards to the particular 
lodges. A large portion of my time has been used in getting up circulars 
of explanation, writing letters of explanation and furnishing ~ec retaries with 
information to follow in making up the "Registry Ueturns." 

His experience may have the effect to keep other Grand Secretaries frolll 
following his example! 

The committee recommended the adoption of the" Wisconsin proposi

tion," but the Grand Lodge refused to adopt the recolll illendation. 

The Grand Lodge decided that neither a Mastel' H OI' a Warden can j'e~ ig ll . 

The comlnittee reported against the dec ision ,~~ to a Warden' ~ ealling a 

meeting in the absence of the Master, but the Grand Lodge sustained the 

Grand Master. 

·While no one can,act for tue Grand Master while he is withill th e juriti· 

diction of the Grand Lodge, we do 110t think the same rule should be applierl 

to the :vraster of a lodge, especia lly in view of the usage. 
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NOVA SCOTIA, 1896. 

An emergent communication was held to devise means to reduce the debt 
on l'rcemasons' Hall. The committee recommended taking sharE's in some 
" Builuin~ ~oc.:iety" (equivalent, as we understand it, to our" Building and 
Loan Associations"): one member, in opposing the particular scheme, pro
posed taking" Twenty year endowment policies" on the lives of members 
of the Grand Lodge; different Societies were proposed; but finally and 
wisely (as it seems to UR) the sinking fund plan was adopted. 

The Grand Master, WILL IH[ F . MACC01', was congratulated upon his 
recent marriage by the presentation of a box containing a service of silver 
plate. 

At the annual communication, as usual, the Grand Lodge attended divine 
service and listened to an exceedingly appropriate sermon by Bro. Hev. 
CAI<O:-< BROCK, from the text" God said, let there be light, and there was 
light. " 

The Grand Mastel' delivered a brief practical address, ill which he says 
that peace and harmony prevail. 

He had visited a large number of the lodges and reports that they are in 
a flourishing condition. 

The Deputies made full reports, and in the words of the Grand Secretary, 
" their general tone is hopeful" ; but there are about six weak lodges, which 
should be visited by the incoming Grand Officers. One lodge had surrend
ered its charter: another was preparing to move to a new location, and 
hoped to gain strength by the clutnge; and another had consolidated with 
an older lodge. 

The following resolution was adopted: 
"That it is recommendea that at all entertainments of Grand Lodge and 

subordinate lodges, the use of spirituous liquors and wines be strictly pro
hibited. " 

The Committee on Conespondence were pleasantly and fittingly remem
bered: 

" R. W. Bro. Cossmann referred at some length to the services performed 
by this committee, and moved that R. W. Bro. T. B. Flint, who for many 
,veal's has performed a large proportion of the work, be accorded the rank 
of Past Deputy Grand Master. This was seconded by R. W. Bro. Hoss, 
Grand Secretary, and passed unanimously. 

" I{. W. Bro. Mowbray spoke of the valuable services rendered during 
the past two years by W. Bro. Rev. Dr. Willet, president of Kings College, 
Winusor, one of the committee, and moved that a hearty vote of thanks be 
tendered to that distinguished brother as a slight recognition of such ser
vices. This was secondeduy the Grand Secretary and passed unanimously." 

" Past Rank" was conferred on five District Deputies and therenpon

"The M. W. the Grand Master in conveying to these R W. brethren (Bro. 
Connors being' the only absentee) the resolution of Grand Lodge, spoke at 
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some length on the duties and responsibilities of D. D. G. Masters, and 
the beneficial results of a faithful discharge of the duties of that important 
office and expressed his entire approval of the lllallner in which thotic duties 
were performed by the H. W. brethren he was then addressing." 

The Constitution is published with the Proceedings. We copy the pru
vision in relation to the Grand Lodge: 

"SECTION 15. In the Grand Lodge alone resides th e power of enacting 
laws and regulations for the government of the craft and of altering, repeal
ing and abrogating them; always taking care that the ancient landmarks of 
the Order are preserved. The Grand Lodge has !,lso the inherent power of 
investigating, regu lating, and deciding all matters relative to the craft, ur 
to particular lodges, or to individual brothers, which it lllay exercise eithbl' 
of itself or by snch delegated authority as it may appoint" but in the Grand 
Lodge alone resides the power of erasing lodges and expelling from the 
cra~. " 

We also find this: 

" In the temporary absence of both Grand Mastel' and Deputy Grand 
Master from the jurisdiction, the Junior Past Grand Master present shall 
possess all the powers of the Grand Master." 

But the similar old provision, that in the absence of the Master and Ward

ens, the Junior Past Master may presiue, is omitted-this Grand Lodge being 

the only one in the British Dominions that haS not retained it. Yet Wardens 

cannot confer degrees, but may invite a Master or Past Master to do so. 
The Heport on Correspondence (160 pp.) was prepared by Bros. THOMAS 

B. FLINT and CllARLgS E. 'VILLETT, aiderl, in consequence of the unex-. 

pected absence of those brethren, by the Grand Secretary and Bro. TIIOMAS 
MOWBRAY. 

As heretofore, the report is an excellent abstract with but few comments. 

Bro. Ross says quite truly: 

"The Grand Lodge of Nova Scotia being t,he first 011 the Alllerican conti
nent to recognize and uphold the action of the Grand Lodge of New Zealand, 
rejoices with their brethren in New Zealand that even at this late hour their 
Mother Granrl Lodge has slowly but surely done them justice. The public 
mind of Englishmen in matters of reform and even in masonic matters 
moves slowly and carefully-but the right is sure to succeed in the end. 
We cal)not help thinking that there was a strong under-current from pro
vincial officers holding warrants from the Grand Lodge of England which 
operated silen.tly but successfully for the prevention of the desired recogni
t ion. 

" The example thus set by the Grand I_odge of England will, we trust, 
be soon followed by the Grand Lodges of Scotland and Ireland. " 

In a few instances we have been inclined to doubt whether success in the 

direction indicated is always sure! We have waited, 10, these many yearti, 

for that result to be reached in Quebec, but the end is not yet: but 'we still 

hope. 

Bro. FLINT gives the address of the writer in 1ti95 one quality which we 

d id lIOt dream that it possessed: 'it was 'intemled Jor the brethl'en oj Maine; 



Corresponde1ue-Ohio. 

\ve ,lid aim to be "practical" and to speak "soUlld common sense," but 

the literary character of it gave us no concern; we strove to convey ideas, 

not to paint picttrres. 'Ve" guesR" Bro. FLINT'S kindliness of heart has 

invested it with beauties that are not really in it. 

The following from Bro. Ross's review of Scotland deserves attention: 

" IVe may here say that it has come under our own observation, that 
brethren receiving their degrees in lodges in Scotland or lodges under Scot
tish authority, corning to this cOllntry and rlesiring admission as visitors to 
to our lodges, are fonnd most defic ient in their knowledge of Masonry, and 
in many cases fail (,0 gain admittance to a lodge, through their ignorance 
of the first rudiments of Masonry. ' The possession of a Grand Lodge certifi
cate is no prcof of being a mason in good standing. 

"This is owing to the fact that candidates receive thei r degrees 'without 
undergoing any examination as to th eir proficiency in the preceding degrees; 
and we are informed that it is not an uncommon th ing for a candidate to 
receive his three degrees in one evening." 

And one reason why threp. degrees are confened in one eveninr is because 

lodges in Scotland are allowed to confer the degrees on sojourners, sojourn

ers even for a few days only. If the Grand Lodge would fall in line with 

other Grand Lodges and require lodges to confine their work to actual res
idents, the evil of which Bro. R.oss speaks so forcibly would almost wholly 

cease. 

We join in his regret in the following and trust that ere this, complete re- ' 

covery has been reached: 

" Worshipful Bro. Willet, we most sincerely regret to say, had a sore trial 
during the year, sickness in his family compelling him to make a prolonged 
stay in New York where it was necessary that an operation requiring great 
sl1l'gical skill should be performed on one most dear to him." 

OHIO, 1896. 

We have not only the portrait of the retiring Grand Master (WIT.T.IAM B. 

M"LISII), but also a group of all the Grand Masters from 18i6 fio lS0(l, in

clusive, eleven in number, without a single break. The front row is vener
able in appearance, but if anybody should take anyone of them for super

allllUated, he would quickly be surprised at the size of his mistake! 

In a jurisdiction like Ohio, the Grand Mastel' must needs be a busy man, 
and in spite of his energy and activity, the duties of his office must have 

made a heavy draft upou the time of Grand Mastel' MELIsH, as his address 
Illost abunda.ntly shows: we can touch only upon a few of the matters pre

Rented. 

Of a "new departure," which we have advocated for many years, he 

says: 

" It will be r emembered that the Grand Longe at its last session ordered 
that the expenses of visiting the lodges be paid from the Grand Lodge 
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treasll1'Y, instead of each subordinate lodge paying the expense of being in 
spected . This has caused a new expense to the Grand Lodge, which, 
during the past year, amounted to $1,079.49. This, however, is but an av
erage expense of ~2. 72 to each lodge visited, anrl is but little over the aver
age reported by the Grand Master last year, which was $2.66. I am of the 
opinion that the expense incurred is a good in vestment, resulting in great 
good to the lodges, and in a more complete knowledge by Grand Master and 
Grand Lodge of the condition and work of the subordinate lodges." 

The code, upon which a committee had been laboring some four years, had 

been completed and published at a cost of from ~2 ,600 to. "':3,000. Rut the 

Grand Master says that the book doE'S not answer .the purpose, because 

(and such seems to be the tenor of the resolution under which the comlllit

tee was appointed) it is a collection of all the decisions since 1808, many of 

them conflicting: indeed, the Grand Master says that at least fifty are the 

opposite of as many others. The Grand Lodge apparently ordered a cum
pilat'ion instead of a revision. The matte r was referred to a co mmittee to 

examine and report next year: 

"And until such further action of this Grand Body, your committee rec
ommend that in all cases of eonflict between the provisions of the code, th E' 
Resolutions 01' Decisions, if any such be found, they shal l have force and 
ant·hority in the following order: First the Constitution, second the By
laws, third tbe Code, fourth the Resolutions, fifth the Decisions; and in 
case of conflict between Decisions, the one last rendered shall prevail." 

The Grand Master says: 

"The Grand Mastel' had made no decisions of law during his tern]( 
This announcement may bring about a st roke of paralysis to some of our 
elder brethren who have attended Grand Lodge for a score of years. The 
effec t it will have on the learned and usually bard\Yorked Committee on 
.Turisprudence can not be foretold, but it is to be hoped that the commi ttee 
will conclude that they are entitled to a 'day off,' and spend the time en
joying the hospitality of the Cincinnati brethren . As the Committee on 
Grievances has but one case to worry over, these two committees will have 
an opportunity to commune together over a .Turisdict ion that revels in har
mony, and also, I may add, ill too mnch law." 

We find, however, that he did make one decision- a very sensible one

tllat when a lodge has remitted the dues of a member, and not ified him ac

cordingly, it cannot afterwarrls undo that action. 

There were others, that read like decisions, but the Grand Master stated 

that they cannot properly be so called, because "the laws already in 

force apply to each case"; but that is just what a " decision" is: a "deci
sion" does not make law, but tells what the law is. The one we have 

quoted above is new to us, and we don't think that the Master, by looking 

up the law, could have found it. However, we forgive him, for he gave the 

Jurisprunence Committee a rest! 

He announces the decision of the Supreme Court in the Cernean cases, 

by which the position of the Grand Lodge was fully sustained: 
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" The courts place their dec is ion upon the principle that the Grand Lodge 
alone has the right to determine what is masonic and what is nnmasonic 
conduct, and that when it has determined a question of this character tile 
masons a re bound to observe th e law as es tablished by the Grand Lodge, 
and the courts will not help anyone in a rebellious a tti tude towards the 
Grand Lodge to which he owes his a llegiance. Masons everywhere revere 
our coun try 's la ws, houor its institu t ions, r everence its courts, 'and obey its 
authority, and we a re glad to know that the action of the Grand Lodge in 
regard to tile 'Cerneaus ' has the approbation of secular courts. This sub
stant ia lly ends a ll li tigation in regard to the' Cem eaus, ' a.nd is an authori
tative recogni t ion of the right of Freemasons to gove l'l1 t hemselves in a ll 
matters concerning t he Fraternity." 

* * * * * * * * * 
"Ou .Tanuary 1;1, l SHG, Goodale Lodge, No. 372, F . and A. M. , of Co-

lumbus, completed the struggle, of several years' dumtion, to purify th eir 
lodge membershi p, and rid the Order of defiant masonic offenders, by the 
expulsion of Jas. C. Kroesen, Clif'lton D. Firestone, \'1m. A. Hershise l" 
Robert W. Linen, Isaac B. Potts, Chas. H. Simmer and [saac C. Aston, all 
of Columbus. Later in th e year, Moses P . Smi!,il and .roseph H. Outhwaite 
were expelled by the same lodge. This was the culmination of the litigatiolJ 
a lluded to in another part of t his address, in which the final decision of the 
court was, that a masonic lodge' is a society, not for profit but for masonic 
purposes, and that it has power to expel one or more of its members for un
masonic conduct, and to determine wherein unmasonic conduct consists, 
and that this conrt lias no jurisd iction to restrain the lodge f rom proceeding 
to expel a member or mem bers for an alleged irregulari ty by the lodge, or 
its propel' officers, in the exercise of its powers of expulsion.' 

" The other case was the expulsion f rom a ll t he rights and benefits of the 
Order, of Granville A. Frambes, formerly of Columbus, by Lafayet te Lodge, 
No. 81, F . and A. M., of Cincinna ti. The charge was gross unmasonic con
duct, in attempting to organize within the state of Ohio, bod ies of men into 
masonic lodges, so called, without authority so to do from the Grand Lodge 
of Free and Accepted Masons of Ohio. Thi~ fellow came within the penal 
jurisd iction of Lafaye ~te Lodge, to practice his schemes upon the ur,wary , a nd 
was promptly handled. lTrambes is a notorious peddler of clandestine de
grees, and has beE'n expelled f rom lodge, chapter, comllHtJldc ry and Scottish 
Hi te in turn." 

Of Physical Qnalificatiolls he says (a lJ1on~ other things.) 

" In a recent case in Cinc innati , a man was refused because he had an 
art ific ial foot, a fact whi ch no one in daily contact wi th t.he candida te knew 
nn . il he told it. He was capable of comply ing with all th e requirements of 
the Order, was of moral character , in telligent. zealous, but the law said that 
he was ineligible because he was not physically perfect. " 

If a man, who cannot see without spectacles .. is elig- ible, we do not see on 

what principle this cand i,la te was denied ;tdmiss ion. 

The Grand Lodge is likely to have a circus this year over t he Eastem Sta r 

question. The Grand Mastel' devoted three pages of his address to the sub
ject. Bro. C A RSO~ in troduced an amendment to the by-la ws ent irely ex

cluding the Order from lodge rooms: other brethren in troduced an amend

ment leaving to the lodge the question of its admiss ion. Both sides are in 

earl,lest and excited. and when the t ime fo r action upon the proposed amend

ments comes, there will be a batLle royal. We are constrained to say that, 
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in our opinion, the Grand Master, in his remarks upon this subject in his 

address, forgot the dignity of his high office. 
The whole controversy grows out of the foolish law about joint occupancy 

of halls; under that law, allowing a body to llleet in a masonic hall concedes 
a masonic. or.a quasi masonic, character to the bocly admitted. To carry 

out the doctrine of dedication to its logical result, when a lodge ceases to 

occupy a hall dedicated to Masonry, it should be burned up or at least torn 

dowu. If the eft'tlct of dedication ceases when its masonic use ceases, it 

ceases when the use is temporarily interrupted as well as when permanently 

terminated. 

The Grand Master announces the death of M. W. Bro. ASA H. BATTI~, 

Grand Master from 1872 to 1874, inclusive. 
We find that after all the Committee on .Jurisprudence had considerable 

to do. 

The law in relation to dilllits was thus formulated: 
"Where a brother applies to a lodge for a 'copy of a. dimit granted him 

for the reason that he has lost the original one, it is the duty of the 1011ge, 
through a committee or otherwise, to make careful inquiry. ]f the brother, 
after receiving the dim it, ever became a membel' of another lodge, he has 
no right to demand, and should not receive, a copy of his dimit; and if, 
while on dimit, the brother has been unmasonic in his condnct, no copy 
should be granted him. If he feels injured by the action of the lodge, his 
remedy is to petition or memorialize the Grand Lodge. I 

Referring to the Grand Master's discussion of Physical Qualifications, the 

committee say: 

"It is the province of the Grand Master to 'interpret the law, and his 
decision in this regard, when approved by the Grand Lodge, has the force 
of a precedent controlling !'ike cases. It is not his province to decide facts 
referred to him by subordinate lodges, and when he does so his expression 
simply relates to the facts of the particular case, and does not become a ruin 
for the determination of other cases upon other facts. A candidate for 
Masolll'Y must have the required physical, intellectual. and moral qualifica
tions. No one in this world is perfect in either of these qnalities. What 
degree of excellence in either or in all of these will fit a candidate for 
Masonry must be determined by the subordinate lodge, for perhaps its mem
bers alone have sufficient information to determine them. They should not· 
be referred to the Grand Master, who is probably remotely situated and a 
stranger to the candidate, and has no more information to enable him to 
pass upon the physical than he has to pass upon the mental and moral fitness 
or unfitness of the candin.ate. He can only state the law ann. give the rules 
for guidance, leaving it to the lodge to apply them." 

And the rule stated by them was adopted: 

"A candidate for the degree 6f Entered Apprentice should be able, 
physically as well as intellectnally, to recei ve and impart all the essentials 
for masonic recognition, and this the lon.ge may determine." 

The committee also held, contrary to the conclnsion of the Grann. Master, 

th'tt the following provision of the Code is in force in relation to the East

ern Star: 
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"Chapters of this society, when constituted as specifien in that section, 
may use masonic property with tbe permission of the Masonic Bodies oc
cupying the property, and with the consent of the Grand Master, and not 
otherwise. " 

In this connection the committee say: 

"The sections of the Code are the positive enactments of the Grand Lodgfl 
sitting as the supreme legislature of Masonry. The decisions are the con
structions of the In,w and the interpretation of 'masonic jurisprudence made 
by dIfferent Grand Mast-ers at different times and applied to gil"en facts. 
Sometimes a section of the code is passed for the purpose of overcoming or 
changing a riLle established by decisions. And then the qnestion may be 
asked, why keep up in our revised volumes these decisions which are thus 
made to appear in conflict with onr codei' The answer is that the decisions 
represent the growth of our government, elucidate the principles upon which 
it is founded, and are useful in making applications of tbe laws to the differ
ent conditions of facts that may from time to time arise. It was the aim of 
the Committee on Code Revisioll to report antl cause to bl' printed only those 
decisions which are of use for the purpose above indicated, dropping all 
others. It is believed there are very few instances where there is any con
flict, ann even in such cases the dis'Lgreement is only 011 one point, while 
the conflicting decisions are important on other points, and could not for 
that reason be left ont of the revised volume." 

The Report on Correspondence (:150 pp.) was presented by Bro. WII,['IAM 

M. CUNNINGHAM, 

As to vouching, he says: 

"As chapters of Hoyal Arcb Masons and commanderies of Knights Tem .. 
pIal' are now recognized masonic bodies, and doubtless known by every 
mason t,o require the possession of the first three degrees upon the part of 
their: membership before advancing to the chapter, and thence to the COIl1-

malldery, it does seem illogical to require 'any fnrther avouchal than .such 
statement of having sat in chapter or commandery with the proposed visit
ing brother." 

In those jurisdictions in which, by positive enactment or long usage, these 

bodies are' recognized as masonic, his proposition cannot be denied. \ 

His review of Maine is a full abstract, with qnotations: we regret that he 
does not oftener express assent or dissent. Especially would we have bee n 

glad to have had his answer to our inquiry, whether WEBB and those of his 

day did not understand and hold that ciphers come under the limitation of 

of the prohibition, rather than under the prohibition itself. 

He holds that our law, allowing non·affiliates to register with the Grand 

Lodge, is a wise oIle: but what obligations does t.his registration impoRe npon 

the Grantl Lodge in relation to assistance when in distres;? 

IIe concurs in our views that·-
" , It is lamentable, that those called upon to render decisions forget SQ 

often that the original source of all masonic law is masonic usaye, which 
onght to be the standard of law not made by express enactment.' " 

JIe says that Ohio has partly adopted the system of appointing stand ing 
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committees in advance" to its advantage in exped iting the business of the 
Grand Lodge." 

He makes a long and very conclusive reply to Bro. BOI ;(, K, of Wisconsin , 
in relation to Heports on Correspondpnce. 

We would be glad to notice very many other matters in this splendid rp

port. We must be content to close our rev iew by copyi ng the follow ing cau
tion: 

"CERl'EAUlS".-As may have been noted, but comparatively little has 
been said by the writer in relation to Cerneauism in report for current year. 
Whilst it may be considel'"d as dead within this Grand .Jnrisdiction, yet 
there are probably a half-dozen clandestin El lodges (a greater number is 
claimed by them) ill this st'tte, from which the Cerneau bodies are said to 
be securing their candidates for their degrees. These clandestine lodges 
claim to have been charte,J:ed by a so-called Grand Lodge, equally bop:ns 
in its inception. As members of such clandestine lodges claim to have 
visited regular lodges in this and othe( states-although many grains of 
allowance must be made for their statements-yet two cases of carelessness 
npon the part of lodge officials in this connection are known-one in Ohio 
and one in another state. I-Ience the necessity herei n of a word of cauti on 
to the craft of this and other Grand .Turisdictions to have a watchfnl eye 
npon these impostors, before th e conclusion of this report." 

OKLA HOM A, 1896. 

'Ve have portraits of Past Grand Masters SEl.\\·Yl' DOtr(J I.A R amI CHARl.ES 

A. NEWMAN. 

Representatives from twenty of the twenty-three chartered lodges, and 

delegates frol11 the five lodges [T. D. were in attendance. 
The Grand Master (CHAIlLES A. NEWMAN) gives a succinct account of his 

offlcial action . 
He had given his consent to a lodge to lay the corner stolle of a new court 

house and a new church: ' and to another lodge to participate with other so
cieties in a public celebration and parade on April 26, I8H5. These are 

scarcely in accordance with the usage in other jurisdictions. 

The folly of not adhering to the old law in relation to the opening of a lodge 

is illustrated by a case in which he was called upon to act. The Master and 

Senior Warden had removed from the jurisdiction, and the Junior Warden 
was temporarily absent. The by-laws provide for stated commnnications 

of the lodge, but when the brethren assembled they found themselves con

fronted by a provision of the model by-laws, that in the absence of the 

Master amI Wardens, " it shallllot be lawfnl " to open the lodge. The I'e-

suIt was that the Grand Master was obliged to visit the lodge in person in 

order to open it: he then oeclared the office of Ser.ior Warden vacant, held 

an election and installed the one elected. The constitution empowers the 
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Grand Master to convene any lodge and preside therein , and we presume 

that he held that the constitution controls the by-laws. 

The following sound advice is applicable in all latitudes: 

" In this con nection I cannot refrain from impressing upon the minds of 
the Masters and Wardens that their duty as officers is to become acquainted 
with our laws. If onr officers would study the laws with as much zeal ftS 
they do th e Moni to r, the Grand Master would have time to devote to other 
mft tl,ers that he is compelled to give to correspondence. Brothers, whoever 
you r next Grand Master may be, shield him from unnecessary labor . Don 't 
vex him with foolish and unnecessary questions. Examine the law for 
yourself, and if not satisfied with your dwn constrnction, then ask his 
opinion, ana not before." 

II is a ttention was called by the Grand Master of Illinois to the snbject of 

perpetual jnrisdiction: and he submitted the matter to the Grand Lodge. 

lI e, however, misappr p.hends the doctrIne: he understands that a rejected 
candidate can be made only 'in tlte I-ejecting lodge, or at any rate be electerJ. 

ill that lodge-a very different matter from waiving jurisdiction. He und er

stands that the candidate is obliged to forfeit the fee which accompanies the 

petition. He says: 

,. For my part I am will\ng that llIy brethren, wherever disperser!, 
slmll examine into the physical ability and 1Ll0ral standing of the applicant, 
and jf satislied of his fitness, to receive him. Our ft im should be to elevftte 
man, not to retard and hold hilll down. fI e lIlay have been unworthy
)IA , . IIA VE. He mfty have repented and be doing right. Take him by the 
hand as a brother and help him along. These, my brethren, are my views; 
YO Il have yours; and I recomrne:ld thi~ to your careful consideratioll. " 

But Masonry is not a reformatory institution; on the other hand, it admits 

none who need reformation, and it is the solemn du ty of those to whom the 
power of admissioll is entrusted to see that none such a re a(hnitl ed through 

any want of care on their part. " MA y have repented" will not do; thc 

,; fruit meet for repentance " must first be brought forth. 

The Grand Master argues against the utility of Reports on Correspond

ence. And yet, if he had read thelll, he would undoubtedly hay£> been saver! 

from the blunders he made in )i:ranting the dispensations to which we have 

referred. 

Of the condition of the lodges, the Grand Secretary says: 

"I regret that I have to report that some of Ollr lodges have harr!ly held 
their own during the year, and the unprecedellted number suspended for 
non-payment of dues, has temporarily reduced the aggregate mAmbership 
of the jurisdiction." 

There is no Report on Correspondence, but the constitution of the Grand 

Lodge is published in the Proceedings. 

We are glad to find that this Grand Lodge adheres to the original form of 
masonic government. The Grand Lodge retains full power to amend its 

constitution, and it.~ power and authority are tllUS defined: 
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"SECTION I.-Power and Authority. - This Grand Lodge is the supreme 
source of all masonic power and authority within its jurisdiction, possessing 
all the attrihutes of sovereignty and government-legislative, executive ami 
judicial, limited onl'y by strict adherence to the ancient landmarks and the 
provisions of its own constitution and regulations." 

Its power in cases of discipline is stated as follows: 

"It has appellate jurisdiction of all controversies upon apeal, and may 
affirm or set aside the findings of any lodge or remand an appealed case for 
new trial." 

But we understand that an 'amendment, recomlll()nded by the Grand 

MastPr, was adopted, adding tlte following: 

"Or may canse the same to be disposed of in such a manner as the Grand 
Lodge may deem best. " 

We think a mistake is made in requiring the presence of the representa

tives of a majority of the lodges to make a "quorum." 

The Grand Master has power-

"To do and perform and reqnire all other acts and things which Graml 
Masters may of right do, consistent with this constitution and th e anc ient 
usages of Masonry; provided that the Grand Master has not the right to 
make masons at sight." 

The question ar ises whether the proviso is valid , under the first provision 

which we have quoted. 

The following provision is a decided change of the old law and usage, in 

fill effort to modify the injustice of the law attempting to delJrive non-aftil

iates of all their masonic rights: 

" When a non-affiliated mason applies to join a subordinate lodge and is 
rejected, he shall have the right to demand an investigation, and if upon 
investigation it shall appear that no cause for objection exists that could 
affect the standing of the applicant, then another ballot shall be held , and 
if again rejected the party or parties making such objection shall, within 
one month thereafter, prefer charges against the applicant, and if charges 
are not preferred, or when preferred, are not sustained by trial, then mid 
applicant shall be enrolled a member of said lodge, but in no case shall the 
proceedings here in required be unnecessarily delayed." 

The Grand Lodge had an actual case before it , in which a candidate for 

membership was rejected, and according to his statement, he did not receive 

the beuefit of th is provision of the constitution. The matter was referred 
to the Grand Master for investigation and report at the next annual com· 

munication. We shall await the result with much in terest, especially as 

the applicant represents that (lne member of the lodge was his " .personal 

and bitter enemy." Such being the fact, call the Grand Lodge force the 

applicant into the lodge? If it does will it not rlestroy the harmony of the 

lodge and even the lodge itself? We believe in the old ml e, not only 

because it is old but also becanse experience has proved the eminent wisdom 

of it. 
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OREGON, 1896. 

We have po rLra i (,.~ of Past Grand Masters JAMES 1<'. HOBISSOS (now Gra nd 

~ec rc Lary ) , JA COB MA YEH, ]~H EN IIAM VAN D USIl:-l (" Lhe first naLive-bol'll 

Oregoni<tn " Grand Master) and FHANK A. MOOIOi, (11 native of Maille, 

and Rin ce I tlU2, a Judge of the Supreme Court of Oregon). All interesting 

hiographical sketch of each is given. 

The address of the ~7rancl Maste l' (MOI{TON D. CI.lFFOBD) is a very CUII 
cige sLa tement of his official acts and other matters of interest La his GranL! 

Lodge. 

He announces the deaths of Past Grand Master DAVW G. Cr.AHK and 

Past J unior Grand "Varden NA TH ANI EL P EH KINS B UNNE LL. 

Apparently this Grand Lodge has adopLed the form of insta lla tion obliga

t ion fi rst f ramer! by MACKEY, (and which we also believe has not been con

strued as MACK EY intended) and , therefore, does not permit any ins talled 

officer to resign. This is so u tterly wi thout reason, and unbusiness-Iike (ex

cept in the case of offi cers who acquire rank , or eligibili ty to some other 

office) tha t we should think the Grand Lodge would change the form of in

stallaLion and adopt a more convenient system, by returning to the old 

usage. The doctrill e is a modern innovation and cannot be found in 

the ancient usages or laws of the cmf t. It had its origin , as we believe, in 
a misconstruction of MAC KE ,, 's form by foll owing the letter of the form too 

strictly. The Grand Master held that the place of a Treasurer who had re

mo ved from the jurisd iction could be fi lled only by pj'o tem. appointments. 

When one considers the duties and responsibilities of a Treasurer, it is 
evident that if such is the law it ought to be changed. }'or the life of us, 
we have never been able to understand why t he old usage of aIJowir.g a 

lodge to fill vacancies in any of the subordinate offices as they occur, was 

ever abandoned. A dispensaLi on is no more necessary in such a case, than 

one is necessary to enable a Warden to pres ide in the absence of the Master. 
T he !i rand Master dec ided (and the Grand r,odge concurred) one ques

t ion d ifferently from the der is ion of the same question in other jurisdictions . 

The law form erly prov ided that a peti t ion of a rejec ted candidate should 

not be received t ill one year after the rejection: this was changed to six 

months, but the decision was that parties rejected under the old law mlls t 

wait a year. Our Grand Lodge decided a similar qnestion the other way, 

and iL seems to us correctly. In the absence of both laws, the petition 
could be renewed at once : the fi rst law said it must not be received within 
a year : th e a lllended law repealed the old la\;'; so when the Master comes 

to decide upon the question of receiving the petition, a ll the la w he findB is 
the six month' s limitation, and he is bound by the law in force a t the time 

the petition is presented. As a i-ule, a lso, an amended constitntion repeals 

the old law and lJ as filII e ffect the moment that it comes in force. 
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The following seems to us a much better com se than to a llow the jewel 

ultilllately to be sold for old gold: 

" Bro. J. C. Moreland, on behalf of Mrs. B. J ennings, widow of the (jl'~ t 
Grand Mastel' of the state, then presented to this Grand I ,odge th e jewel 
presented him by this Grand Body, and requested th at the same be placed 
a iliong the archives, as a memoria l of Brothel' .Jennings . 

.. <)n motion it was accepted, and a specia l committee appoin ted to draf t 
suitable resolut ions of thanks to Mrs. J ennings for ti,e valuable gift. " 

The following resolut ion was adopted and tl'a nsmi tteo: 

" Resolved, That we greet the Grand Chapter of the Eastern Sta r in .sessioll 
with fraternal greetings, and congratulate them upon their prosperi ty and 
wish them God speed in their mission of benevolence a nd chari ty . 

.. 2. That a copy of this resolution be transmitted to the Grand Chapter 
in session, by the Grand Secretary. " 

A nd the following was recei ved in reply : 

,. To the M. W. Grand L odge in Session. 
" The Grand Chapter of Oregon, O. E . S. , now in sess ion, thank you for 

your kindly fra ternal greeting and congratulations, and wish the Grand 
Lodge of Oregon, A. F. & A. M. , a happy and successful session and a pros
perous future in its noble work in the cause of brotherly love, f riendshi p 
and tru th." 

The Grand Orator delivered an elegant al.ld instl'l1cLi ve adul'ess, a thou

sand copies of which were ordered printeo fo r d istribution. 

The Acting Librarian made a report that would give a ile the heart-acile, 

were it not that he gives assurance of a n immediate reform. 

He found a large mass of Proceedings on hand, but lRa llY of them had 

been spoiled by cutting extracts theref rom by the Committee all Corrc

~pondence. Ht< could not fi nd a complete set of the Proceedings of the 
Grand Lodge : but by exchanging he had nearly completed four se ts. There 
were on hand several hl' ndred copies of th~ reprint of the years 1853-54- 5.), 

which he says they have no use for : we t hink that they will be available ill 

the future. Arrangements were made for completing and binding sets, and 

obta ining shelf-room fo r them, and the Grand Lodge made an appropl'ilt
tion to enable the Librarian to car ry out his plans. 

We are sorry to note that the Committee on Jurisprudence deprecate the 

issuing of dispensations for sh0rtening th e t ime between degrees; we a rc 

sorry, because the law places this power in the disc retion of th e Grallu 

Master , a nd as he knows the facts in eacb case, he is Ul uch better ab le to 

decide as to the propriety of granting them tha n t he cO Ulmi ttee possibly can 

be. 
A t this session, the Grand Chaplain, J . Lt. N. B J; I,L, ente red upon h is 

twentieth year of consecuti ve service as Grand Chapla lll , and in behalf of 

his brethren, Past Grand Master ROlmRT CLOW presented him with ,1 watch 

in a most appropri<tte speech, to which Bro. BJ; 1.1. made a titLing reply; the 

following froll1 the former is of much in te rest: 
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" Bllt a few months ago the reverend and venerable Bro. Dame, who had 
officiated as Grand Chaplain in the Grand Lodge of Virginia for thirty-two 
years consecutively, responded to the summons of the Supreme Grand C\1aster 
and joined his brethren in lodge Celestial. His demise, my brother, pro
motes you to the seat of honor as the oldest living Grand Chaplain in point 
of consecutive service on the A merican Continent, and to-day very unex
pectedly has been assigned to me the duty of expres~ing in a tangible form 
the appreciation of your brethren of this Grand Lodge of your long and 
faithful services. The duty would indeed be pleasant were I capable of ex
pressing In appropriate language your unselfish elevotion to duty and the 
fervor of your supplications to t.he ~upreme Grand Master for his choicest 
blessings upon your brethren." 

The Constitution, Hegulations ami Digest are published with the Proceed

ings. The constitution is patterned after the old form of masonic govern

ment. The Grand Lodge possesses th e supreme masonic power, limited only 

by strict adherence to the ancient landmarks of the Order and by the pro

visions of its own constitution, which it "possesses the inherent power" to 

amend or alter. vVe commend the examination of it to Bro. CLAllKE, of 

l(entucky, as showing what a really" sovereign Grand Lodge" is. 

It, however, departs in one respect from the old law; it contains the word 
"Qno['um" and defin es what it is-" the representatives from at least seven 

chartered lodges." 
Ir recognizes among the powers of the Grand Mastel' the power" to confer 

any degree at sigh t. " 

The regulations allow a Past Mastel', in the absence of the Mastel' and 

Wardens, to call a meeting of the lodge and bury a deceased brothel' with 

Illasonic ceremonies, but apparently in no other case. 

We note, as applicable to the case discussed in our review of Oklahoma, 

that a Warden can call a special meeting in case of the absence of the Master 
froll! the jurisdiction of the lo(/ge. 

The Report on Correspondence (244 pp.) was presented by Bro. RUlH;'H'r 

CLOW. It is a very full abstract of tbe Proceedings, with appropriate ex

tracts and occasional comments. 

This is his view of physical qualifications: 

" We believe there is very properly a d isposition to a more liberal inter
pretation of the rule t,)llching physical qualification of candidates, and tlie 
rule quite generally obtains that if a candidate is physically able to comply 
literally with all the requirements of the ritualistic work he comes within 
the constitutional rule and is eligible to receive the degrees." 

We do not know whether he ~Lpplies this to all the degrees or not. Basing 

the rule upon the reason for it., it would seem to be appl icable to all the 

degrees; but if it i~ carried to the extreme logical resnlt., it would be!necessary 

to deny masonic recognition to a mason maimed after he has taken the third 

(legree, becanse he cannot ?lake himself known as a mason: thlS could never 

be tolerated: and as a resnlt of the recent discnssion, we are inclined to the 

opinion that helps to the limbs will , in the not distant future, be allowed, as 
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helps to the eyes are now. "Ve notice that onr perfect.ion brethren are 1I0t. 

inclined to discuss the" spectacles" question, and we do not wonder, fur 

we canllot divine in what manner ' they can reconcile the universal practice 

to their theory. 

When we come to his review of Illinois, we find, if we understand him 
currecLly, that he applies the rule above stated to every degree. 

He is kind enough to note our first appearance in the Grand Lodge and 

om election as Deputy Grand Mastel' in 1858. By the blessing of God, we 
have been able to attend every annual commun ication from '185i; to 181J7, 

forty in nUlll bel'. Year by year, our pleasure in meeting t.he brethren has 

increased, clouded only by missing those, who for many years have shared 

ollr labors, joys and sorrows, but who have since gone home. 

We are glad to have his support in a matter, which we have discussed in 

the report: 

"If we are to understand by this ruling that all the technicalities and sub
terfuges resorted to and permitted in civil comts, both for the eliciting and 
snppressing of testimony, are admissible in a masonic trial, we cannot sub
scribe to it. Technical advantage should never be allowed in a masonic 
trial. The writer once witnessed a masonic trial whereat attorneys appearerl 
for the accused and accuser respectively. The rules of evidence were ap
plied with a nicety that would have met the approval of any comt of last re
sort, and the dignified summing up of the evidence, according to rule, by the 
W. M., himself an attorney of stand ing ill his profession, would have done 
honor to Green leaf himself (we do not llIean Bro. Cheenleaf of Colorado), 
al1d looked ominous for the accused, until a brother from a farm in the back
woods arose, during the deliherations preceding the ballot, and with a few 
COlllmon sense remarks rel1t asunder the web which a strict application of 
the rules of evidence permitted to be woven around the accused, and he was 
aCljuitted. An honest, unprejlldiced effort to arrive at the truth and throw 
such light upon the case as will give the lodge a clear understanding of the 
matters in issue, is the only rule that should be recognized in a lliasonic 
trial. " 

PENNSYLVANIA, 1896. 

By vote of the Grand Lodge, the portraits of Past Grand Masters JOHN K. 

MITCnl-:LL and HI-:NRY M. PHILLll'S are published in these Proceedin,!(s. 

A Grand Lodge of Emergency was held .Tanuary 30, 1896, at which the 

Grand Master conferred the degrees on J. LEI-: PATTON" at sight." 

A I. the March communication, report was made upon a complaint, by one 

lodge, of irregularity in the making of a mason by another lodge, that the 

claim of irregularity had been allowed to slumber so long, the lodge would 

1\01. be censured. Nothing is said as to the status of the party made, who 
had apparently been enjoyi ng masonic rights nearly six years. Apparently 

he belonged to the same class, whose making has been declared void by the 

Grand Master. 
In June the death of .Past Graud M.aster and Grand Secretary MICHAI-:I, 
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NI8BWI' W:1S announced, and in September eloquent and fitting tributes were 

paid to his memory. By a singular coincidence his father, of the same name, 

had, like him, been botb Grand Mastel' and Grand Secretary, 

Bro, NISBET was born in 1820; made a mason in 1851, W:1S Junior Warden 

in 1854, Senior Warden in 1855, Master in 1856, and Secretary of his lodge 

from 18(il to 1877, inclusive. 
In the Grand Lodge he served on the most important comm ittees from 

1858 to 1880, except while serving as Acting Grand Master or as Grand Master; 

closing bis term of Grand Master if! 1880, he was immediately elected Grand 

Secretary, and served by successiv li re-elections continuously till. his death. 

He realized that to perform the duties of Grand Master properly a knowl

edge of Masonic law was indispensable. In this conection, his eulogist 

says: 

"In order to obtain such knowledge, he took upon himself the task of 
reading the minutes of the Grand LoJge from its organization down to his 
day, and noting every decision that had been rendered, making a brief of 
everyone sufficiently full to enable him in an instant to determine to what 
the decision aimed, and then noting the book and page, so that he might 
promptly, almost instantly, decide according to precedent, and I have the 
authority of the late Past Grand Master Clifford P. Ma,cCalla that the digest 
he compiled was complete and accurate, reliable and trustworthy." 

He says further: 

"Bro. Nisbet was a positive man; his temperament, his education, his 
business training, the labor by which he earned his living, all prompted him 
and required of him accuracy. He would willingly spend hours, days, aye, 
even months. digging and delving upon a subject that he W:1S responsible 
for, before he would permit it to leave his hands faulty or inaccurate. He 
had a positive aversion to record or file any document that could be doubted 
in any way. He would write letter after letter, labor in season and out of 
season, to reach accuracy on the part of the lodges under his jurisdictional 
correspondence. He could not help it; it was his nature; nothing that was 
not absolutely correct woulJ pass him." 

* * * * * * * * * 
" I-Ie was the soul of geniali ty; he was not a religious nor an effusive man, 

but he was humane, and his kindness was as natural to him as the breath 
he drew; he was not demonstrative in his goon work, but always ready to 
assist the suffering; he was tireless in 'h is patience; his mind seemed bal
anced up to the high standard, to do good because he loved to do good. His 
motto, acted rather than spoken, was, 'Do unto others as ye would they 
should do unto ,Vou.' H is sympathy ran in the direction of aiding the weary, 
educating the ignor'tnt, helping the needy, and in trying to make everyone 
of God's creatures with whom he came in rontact feel better and be better 
for their experience in having touched his garment." 

As Grand Mastel' and Grand Secretary, he was more or less under our ob
servation for nearly twenty years, and our estimate of him agrees with that 

of his eulogist. He was modest, tolerant, courteous, and charitable in his 

judgment of others. His death causes a sad loss not only to his brethren in 

Pennsylvania but to the whole :Fraternity. 
App. 20 G. L. 
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His eulogy was pronounced by R. W. Bro. WIJ.LJA)J J. KELLEY; but 
ot.hers added tributes, which were oroered to be published an(l sent to the 
other Grand Lodges and to the subordinate lodges. 

At the September communication a full report was mftde in relfttion to the 
residence of a young, unmarried man, who worked and spen t the most of 
the time in one place, but claimed his residence ftt his father's, the home of 
his youth, in a distant place. The committee reached the conclnsion which 
has been a(\opted in this state, that his residence was at his old home. But 
they make the wise suggestion that inquiry should be required to be made 
of the lodge in the place where l~e spen<ts the most of his time. The cause 
of making this suggestion led to the adoption of the rule in Maine, that a 
candidate must be personally present in the jurisdiction of the lodge to 
which he applies, a certain part of the year next preceding his application. 

From a case before the Committee on Appeals, we learn that a member of 
another lodge may appeal from the decision of a lodge: we presume, how
ever that he was a party to the record. ,'he Grand Lodge reversed the 
decision, and instead of expelling the accused, requested the Gl'<1nd Master to 
order the lodge to expel him. 

The following case was before the Grand Lodge: 

" W. H. K., the appellant, was charged with unmasonic conduct in that 
he, being a member of the lodge, communicated to a former melllber, who 
had been suspended for non-payment of dues, the proceedings at various 
meetings of the lodge, and particularly the names of petitioners for initiation 
and membership, and the action of the lodge thereon, both those who were 
approved and those who were rejected." 

He was found guilty and expelleu. The Grand Lodge decided that the 
penalty was excessive, as the evidence showed that the offence Imd been 
committed thoughtlessly and not wilfully: and as he had becn already de
prived of- masonic privileges for nearly nine months, it dismissed the whole 

proceedings. 

In the same case another question arose : 
"Evidence was offered before the Trial Committee of the lodge to i1llpeach 

the credibility of a witness by showing that his rep'utation for tl'l\th anu 
veracity was bad, but was rejected be&ause it was not conlllled to his reputatioll 
for truth and veracity in masonic matters. Your committee cannot under
stand how the general reputation of a witness for truth and veracity call be 
bad without destroying his credibility in a masonic trial." 

Moreover, it is difficult to conceive how a person call establish a bad repu
tation for truth in masonic matters as distinguished from bis general repu

tation. 
We are glad to note that considerable progress had been made on Volume 

III of the reprint. 
We very greatly regret that the Committee Oil Correspondence were unable 
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to prepare a report. These Proceedings, without a Report on Correspond

ence, are almost like meat without salt. 

The valedictOJ.·Y of Grand Mastel' MATTHIAS H. HENDERSON is an able doc .. 

ullIent. 

While we do not agree with him to the full extent as to the right!; of the 
public, we hold that in the following he was clearly right: 

" My attent ion was called to an item which appeared in the local news 
column of a country newspaper, stating that Mr. A. B. C. would that evening 
be raised to the sublime degree of a Master Mason in Lodge No. -. The 
editor was a Master Mason, and it is hard to believe that so gross an offence 
was committed ignorantly. I instructed the District Deputy Grand Mastel' 
to warn him that it must not be repeated." 

Lest we may be misunderstood, we will add that we hold that the public 

in this country have the right to know the principles and objects of any 

organization that has the protection of the laws. 

He says further: 

" A subject which has caused me much thought is the following: A can
didate is initiated with some informality on the part of the lodge. The 
Grand Master issues his edict striking him from the roll of members for an 
el'l'or which was not his, while those who were responsible for it escape 
without even a reprimand. The innocent suffer and the guilty go unpun
ished. While I have known for years that this was the case, it has never 
come hOlll e to me with snch force as since I have been Grand Master and 
lmve myself issued the ed icts y;hich blighted the aspirations of some brother, 
who, after intrnsting himself to others, finds that he must bear the conse- , 
<Juences of their misdeeds, and be, like Mahomet's coffin, suspended bet,ween 
heaven and earth, neither a mason nor a profane. The edict must issue, 
bec<lu!;e what the Gandidate has received unlawfully he has no right to enjoy, 
and I do not agree with the masonic jurists who maintain that those who 
recei ve the degrees, even though it be done in an irregular manner, are 
nevertheless masons, and should be recognized as snch." 

li e advises that in such a case the Master or Secretary, or both, shall be 

sUIlJlnari ly removed from office. 
'vVhen the test of what makes a mason has been received in a lawful lodge, 

it. is contrary to all principles of law to declare the action void because of 

the olllission of some form or act that does not affect the actual eligibility 

of the candidate. Grand Master HESDERSON admits that a grave injustice is 

done to an innocent and worthy man. This of itself admits that the act is 

in no sense allowable under the principles of Masonry, and that the law 
that a llows it is in direct cOIiflict with those principles. 

If such a man is " neither a mason nor a profane," what is he ? 'vVith dne 
respect to onr brother, we must say that his proposition is absurd. Every 

lllall (save an expelled mason) is either a mason or a profane. The true 

~tatus of such a candidate is,- that he is a profane who has learned the 

secrets of Masonry without being under allY obligation to treat them as such. 

We would like to know how old a precedent can be foulld for this proceed-
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ing. We are inclined to believe that it is an innovation of comparatively a 
modern date. 

The following is a provision of the Grand Lodge Constitution: 
" Each lodge within this jurisdiction shall, at the time at which its officers 

are chosen, elect as its Representative in the Grand Lodge the M aster or a 
Past Master thereof, who shall serve until his Sllccessor shall have been 
elected. " 

He wisely urges lodges to select a competent brother, and clect him from 
year to year, as.the proper degree 'of efficiency is acquired only by service 
and experience. 

In relation to decisions, he says: 
"Every Grand Master is required to make these decisiolls. In many 

jurisdictions his address, of which they forIll a part, is referre.l to a commit
tee, which reports, recommending that they be approved 01' disapproved, 
which report is confirmed 01' rejected by the Grand Lodge, so thM the Grand 
Lodge must finally approve them before they become effective." 

I-Ie is in error in his conclusion: in all the jurisdictions, the case in which 
the ruling is made is finally decided by the Grand Master. The decision 
becomes effective the moment it is announced. The only question upon 
which the Grand Lodge passes is whether the rule of law, involved in the 
decision, shall stand as a rnle of conduct in the f.uture. We doubt vcry 
greatly if Bro. HI>NDERSON claims that the Grand Lodge has not the right
ful power to declare that a former ruling of a Grand Master shall not be law 
for the future. 

He decided, and as we hold correctly, that in a Past Master'!, jewel silver 
alone is permissible. 

Also: 
" A man who is not abl"e to speak above a whisper and one who is cross

eyed are not physically disqualified for initiation. The one is not dumb, 
nor is the other blind. " 

We were hoping that the case of one, who cannot see without spectacles, 
was included in the decision, but it is not. 

Also that an oral objection, made in the lodge after ballot, had the same 
effect as a rejection by ballot. 

In Pennsylvania, in the absence of the Senior Warden, the Junior Warden 
succeeds to his station. 

Of another matter he says: 
"A subject which requires notice is that of residents of p,ennsylvania who 

go to foreign countries, more especially England, Ireland and Scotland, are 
there made masons, and expect to be recognized as such on their retul'l1. 
Some of them do this unwittingly, acting under the bad advice of friends; 
others do it understandingly, and becanse the degrees cost less there than 
here. No person so made can be recognized by onr lodges. If they desire 
to enjoy the privileges of :Freemasonry in Pennsylvania, they mllst resign 
from their foreign lodge, serrendering all allegiance to it and to the Grand 
Lodge under which it holds, and apply in regular conrse for illitiation and 
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membership, paying the fees required by the by-laws of the lodge to which 
they apply. " 

It will be noted that while this is in substantial accordance with our law, 
it is more severe, but we are inclined to believe that it is more effective and 
at the same time just. 

Bro. HENDERSON has given the masons of his jurisdiction an able, ener
getic and conscientious administration of their affairs. • "Vhile we have oc
casionally thought that his devotion to, and faith in, Pennsylvania and Penn
Rylvania Masonry, have made him somewhat intol~rant towards his brethren 
of other jurisdictions and their laws and methods, we have been willing to 
adlllit that the fault, if fault it is, "leans to virtue's side." 

His successor, R. W. Bro. WILT.rA~r J. l(gLLIlY, delivered a brief adrlress. 
We most heartily concur with him in the following and reciprocate h is 
hopes: 

"Our relations with our Rister jurisdictions are harmonious and fraternal. 
It has been to me a great satiRfaction to observe the close friend ly relations 
that have been steadily growing between this Grand Lodge and those of 
Maryland, District of Columbia, New York, New .Tersey and Delaware, 
caused largely by the interchange of personal vis its of the officers of each to 
I,he other, especially at our annual communications, thus giving an OPPOI'- . 
tunity of cultivating genuine fraternity, and the advantage of personal con
ference, so vahmble in begetting confidence and so prolific in promoting 
brotherly feeling. I hope we may be able to extend the same to other juris
dictions farther distant than those named, that the good of personal ac
quaintance may make more active our kindly regards to each other and gi v~ 
opportunity to advance the feeling of humanity that should always cxist 
alllong the well-disposfd." 

We have had some experience in visitation and only WiRh that we had had 
lllore. It tends very greatly to make us one frrtternity instead of a good 
many fri endly associations. 

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND, 1896. 

The Grand Master (R. MACNEll.L) announces the death of the wife of the 
"venerable Grand Secretary": she had been a great admirer of the craft 
and had shown her regard for it by her acts. 

TIe decided that anyone occnpying the chair of a lodge by invitation of 
of the Master or Warden, has the fnll powers of the Master for the time be
ing, bnt that the Mastel' can resume the chair when he pleases. 

He visited the Grand Lodge of New Brunswick and of course received 
a hearty welcome. He conferred with the brethren in relation to the erec
tion of a Masonic Horne for the Maritime Provinces: arrangements were 
made for the appointment of a joint committee consisting of committees from 
the three Grand Lodges interested. 
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He had issued a circu lar to the lodges with th e view of found ing a Grand 

Lodge Relief Fund , and the responses had been very encouraging. 'The 
Grand Lodge took the necessary steps to carry out the plan. He had visited 

many of the lodges and the most of them voted a sum equal to one dollar 

for each member, fo r the Chari ty ];'und. In this connection he says : 

" As many of the brethren seem to confound charity wi th insurance and 
s ick benefit societies, 1 deem it necessary to add that charity is not in surance; 
neither can we engraft pensioners upon it, as we can only a im a t moderate 
reI ief for present necessities. " 

Questions in r elation to the powers of the Grand Lodge had a ri sen, amI he 
had corresponded with bretllren in other jurisdi ctions in relation to t he 

matter. W e note that Bro. l'Allvl N speaks of the practice of submitting all 

a mendments to the Gra nd Lodge Constitution to the lodges, "as th e old doc

t rin e preva iling half a century ago," and concludes that the few Grand 
Lodges now holding to that doctrine will ultimate ly succumb to the prac

ticc of the majority. But this doctrine has not prevailed ever very exten
s ively. None of the Grand Lodges in Great Brita in or in the Dependencies 

of the British Crown have ever adopted it. Th e Grand Lodges first organ
ized in the United States d id not adopt it, and none of . the New Englanrl 

Grand Lodges have ever adopted it. I t was first adopted at the organization 

of the Grand Lodge of North Caroli na in 1787, just after th e F ederal Con

stitution had been fra med ; and that constitution was taken by North Car

olina as a patteru. In 1791, Grand Lodges formed upon the old systellI IUlfl 

been organized in Massachusetts (two), New Ham pshire, Connecticut, New 

York, Pennsylvania , New J ersey, Maryland, Virg inia, South Carolina (two) , 

Georgia and Rhode Islaud, and one, North Carolina, upon the then new 

system. All the former adhere to the old system now, and always have, 
save that we have an impress ion that New York tried the new syste m for a 

time and then abandoned it and returned to the old. 

T he Grand Lodges formed after 179 l , generally foll owed the system of 

the Grand Lodge which organized the first lodges in the new jnrisdicti on: 

accordingly T ennessee, Kentucky and Alabama adopted the new system, hu t 

Mississippi and Florida did not : Illinois and I owa followed Kentucky , whil e 

Ohio and Indiana followed the old system. California adopted the old sys

tem, and the Pacific coast Grand Lodges, with Arizona and Nevada, d id t he 

same. The Ohio daughter Grand L odges genera lly followed her example. 

W e have not, however, examined as to a ll the Grand Lodges not specifically 
mentioned above. 

Of the Grand Lodges, which at their organization adopted the new system, 

Iowa, Kentncky, Minnesota and T ennessee have discarrled it and adopted 

the old law. ~We were not aware of the change by Kentucky til l this writ" 

ing. W e assumed from what Bro. CLAItKg wrote, that tbe law first a90pted 
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by his Grand Lodge still remains in force. We regret the error for a double 
reason; first, we dislike to make a mistake, especially in a matter of this kind; 

. and second, we could have pointed to the ac tion of his own Grand Lodge as 
a complete answer to his argument. 

A n examination of the latest editions of the constitutions to which we 
have had accp.ss, shows that there are three methods of amend ing constitu
tions, now practiced. 

One class requires preliminary action by the Granu Lodge, then affirma
tive action by a majority (and in some cases, two-thirds) of the lodges, and 
then fina l action by the Grand Lodge: the Grand Lodges in this class are 
Delaware, Idaho, Louisiana, Michigan, Missouri, Nebraska and New Mexico. 

The second class require preliminary action by the Grand Lodge . and then 

action by th e lodges, a nd a majority (and in some two-thirds) of all the 
lodges must vote in the affirmMive in order to adopt an amendment: those 
in this class are Alabama, Illinois, Kansil.s, North Carolinil., North Ditkota, 
South Dakota and Utah. 

The third class, consisting of all the other Gralid L'Jdges (th i rty-si:c in 
lluTllber,) require preliminary action by the Grand Lodge at one session, the 
publication oCthe proposed amendment ill the Proceed ing.'!, and final action 
by the Grand Lodge at the next session. In all, a vote by lodges may be 
hall as a matter of right, and in several the vote 1twst be by lodges. 

It should be further stated that the constitutions of nearly all the Granr! 

Lodges in the first and secon~ classes are very meagre, embracing only pro
visions not likely to need change, while the m3.SS of the laws for the govern
I\l ent of lodges and the craft (usually embod ied in their constitut ions by 
Grand Lodges of the thiru class) are prescribed in by-laws, which are amend .. 
able precisely as the const'itutions of Grand. VJd.ges oj the third class may be 

ItmenrJ.ed, 01' without postponing the proposed amendment to another session, 
provided it receives in some states a unan imons, and in other states a three
quarters vote. 

Tbis "new departure " in 1789 was an attempt to incorporate the policy 
of the civil into masonic law, and expe ri en ~e has shown the unwisdom of so 
doing. 

The Grand Master further says : 

" A manifest progress has been made during the year. In addition to 
the Symbolic degrees and Capitular degrees, W(1 have now the Cryptic and 
Knights Templar, and I tl'Ust ere long we shall have a Lodgc of Perfection in 
this jurisdiction, so that it will not be necessary for youug and progressive 
masons to leave til!' jurisdiction to obtain Shose degrees that are now uni
versally acknowledged as legitimate degrees in Mason ry." 

The proceedings were of a routine character, of no Rpecial general interest, 
save the fact that the views and acts of the Grand Mastel' were endorsed 
and comlUended. No Report on Correspondence. 
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QUEBEC, 1897. 

We are exceedingly sorry to learn by a letter just received by our Grand 
Secretary fro'n Bro. JOHN H. ISAA CSON, that he has been for some time 
past seri,)Usly' ill; but we are very glad to learn tbat he is recovering, having 
gone to a quiet town in Massachusetts to find the rest and qnietness neces
sary. We hope his recovery will be speedy and complete, He is now ill 
his twenty-seventh year of service as Grand Secretary, having served almost· 
ever since t!le organization of the Grand Lodge. 

In these Proceedings we have the portrait.~ of M. W. Bros . . TA~IES D UN BAR 
and MELBOURNE M. TAIT, Past Grand Masters. 

The Grand Master (FREDERicK MASSEY), after forcibly referring to the 
elements in Freemasonry which guarantee its perpetuity, says: 

"The year has beeu almost uneventful, as far as Grand Lodge is con
cerned. Among our subordinate lodges, however, it has been exceed ingly 
interesting and progressive. I have noticed particularly in respect to charity, 
a feature which should predomillate among us, that more a nd more good 
has been done and is being done, by our lodges and also as individnal 
masons, bearing tll1mistakable evidence to the fact that one of the principal 
foundations of our order is being practiced generously, so that the lessolls 
constantly inculcated from the beginning, and throughout oU!' whole masonic 
education, are being conducive of good, not only t'l th e craft but to others 
with whom we are constantly coming in contact. " 

I-Ie announces that the constitntion adopted at the last annual meeting of 
the Grand Lodge had been completed and printed. He states further that 
one copy had been mailed to eacb Grand Lodge in Canada, the United Slates 
and others, with the compliments of his Grand Lo.\ge. This is a most ex
cellent procedure, and we wish that every Grand Lodge on this continent 
would adopt the same plan. The opportunity of examining the constitu
tions of other Grand Lodges is a very great aid towards securing uniformity 
of polity as well as of work. 

I-Ie had finally decided what is well known in that jurisdiction n,s" the 
J. H. ,MAHTIN case." As we remember it, it originated in an unseemly 
quarrel between tW!? lodges in relation to the jurisdiction over a candidate, 
and, we fear, on account of the fees. At any rate it has occupied the at
tention of the Grand Lodge and the Grand Master for several year3. MA H'I'IN 
was either suspended or expelled, we forget which, but at the last annual 
communication of the Grand Lodge the matter was referred to a special 
committee, of which the Grand Master was one, with power to take such 
course as it should deem best. That committee investigated the matter, and 
upon its report MARTIN was restored to the full privileges of an unaffiliated 
mason in good standing. One of tbe lodges was angry at this decision and 
voted to surrender its charter, evidently in an attempt to compel the Grand 
Master to retraqe his steps, but the action did not have that effect. He 
accepted the surrender of the charter, demanded the books, etc., and although 
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they were kept back he went on in the course which he had marked out and 

called upon the Grand Lodge to take action i'n relation to the wilful dis

obedience of the parties who refused to surrender the property of the lodge. 

Moreover, he received a petition from the minority of the lodge for the return 

of the charter. The charter was accordingly returned, and the lodge starts 

out again" with renewed vigor and full of hope for future prosperity." 

We trust that the lesson, which was well deserved, will have its proper 
effect. 

In conclusion he refers eloquently and feelingly to the celebration of the 

sixtieth anniversary of the reign of "our most gracious Majesty the Queen." 

The Grand Secretary reports that on account of the surrender of two war

rants and the depression in business, the total membership had fallen off 
twenty-fonr. 

The reports of the District Deputies show a very good condition of the 
lodges and the almost universal prevalence of harmony. We note that one 

of them speaks of "the prescribed plans of work," and says that the scar

city of those" plans" has caused a great drawback in esta.blishing perfec

tion in the work. This is a new phrase to us, but we presume it means 

what in other jurisdictions are known as "ciphers." He instructed the 

workmen that it was illegal and unmasonic to draw" private plans," but he 

adds: 

"At the same time, I must assert, with all due respect to the powers that 
be, that it is unreasonable to expect business 'men, widely separated from 
ellch other in country places, to attain that proficiency in the work to which 
thpy should attain without proper forms of procedure to go by. Nor can 
exactness and uniformity be preserved without these forms. If Grand 
Lodge had declared that they should not be used at all, the case would be 
somewhat different, but-as it has allowed them to be in existence-some 
method sbould be adopted to give possession of these plans to those entitled 
to use them; otherwise, the duties of the Worshipful Master cannot be per
formed according to sections 2 and 3 on pllge 70 of the constitution, and the 
alternative must be imperfect building or assimilation to that of a neighbor
ing jurisdiction. After five years of importunity, Killg Solomon succeeded 
in getting one more plan by imploring, by beseeching, by insistance as an 
absolute necessity and by the payment of $3.00. The Wor. Master, Rt. 
Wor. Bro. S. H. Edey, Present Grand J. Warden, made personal and per-' 
sistent effort or he would not have been successful. I believe Eddy and 
Argenteuil are in a worse cdndition still. I would respectfully suggest to 
this M. W. Grand Lodge that while proper care is strictly required to be 
observed and the plans are compelled to be kept in rigid security, some 
method should be adopted whereby our lodges may be properly equipped 
without such vexatious delays as those to which we-in this district-have 
been forced to submit." 

The statement in relation to "King Solomon" at first caused us to think 

that·oUl' Right Worshipful Brother had gone back a·good many years for a 

precedent, but further examination satisfies us that that was the name of a 

lodge and noi of the old King so often spoken of in Freemasonry. 
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The Grand Chaplain, Bro. CHARLES T. ROLLI'!', deliverect a very impress
ive and instructive address to the Gmnd Lodge., 

Bro. ISAACSON, the j'epresentative of our Grand Lodge, presented the reso

lutions and they were referrp.d to the Committee on Jurisprudence, which 
reported: 

"Your committee would remind Grand Loctge that the question referred 
to in the resolutions of the Grand Lodge of Maine has already been consid
ered by this Grand Lodge at its annual communication, January. IS!)5, (Pro
ceedings 1895, page S:3), when this Grand Lodge decided to adhere to its 
own rules that tile application by a profane for initiation does not place the 
applicant under the jurisdiction of the lodge to which he ma.y apply, but 
prevents him, in case of rejection, from again applying for initiation for the 
term of one year; and that it is the duty of the Committee of Enqniry to 
inforlll themselves carefully of and report upon the moral character of the 
candidate. 

" We believe Grand Lodge still adheres to this position and recommen(l 
that the M. W. the Grand Lodge of Maine be so advised." 

'Ve do not know what inference to draw from this action; whether it i$ 
that the Grand Lodge is unwilling to yield anything on its part to secnre 

uniformity, or does not think uniformity is desirable. Least of all does it 

state its position in relation to the admission of candidates rejected in other 

jurisdictions where a different rule prevails. Such a case as that is liable to, 

arise in Quebec as it has in other jurisdictions, and it is liable to cause the 

same trouble which it has caused elsewhere. We were hoping that the 

COlllmittee on .Jurisprudence would take a year for the careflll examination 
of all the questions involved and then detel'lnine whether there is not reason ' 

to make some efforts to secure as nearly a universal uniformity as is prac
ticable. 

In relation to the use of lodge funds for refreshments, the cowlllittee say: 

"In noting the hospitality and social entertainments extended by lodges 
to visiting;officials, as well as their appreciation of same, we undoubterlly 
fully value the social element in Freemasonry, promoting as it does harmony 
and good fellowship alld being th e means of bringing us more into touch 
with Olle another in aidillg the interests of the craft, but we are led to con
sider the growing practice uf having lodge refreshments after labor, and as 
a warning to our lodges, especially city ones, to ask is it not the practice to 
allow lodge funds to bear too great a proportion of the consequent expense? 
The direct act vantages are to the indi vicluals of the lodgp.s, and the expense 
should be borne by those participating 01' from funds provided for that 
special purpose, so as not to interfere with revenue, which should be devoted 
to regular lodge expenses." 

The proceedings of ~he Grand Longe were of a routine character and not 

of general interest. 

The Report on COl'l'espondence (lOS pp.) was presented by Bro. E. T. D. 
CHAMBKRS, who takes ]oave of us for the present on account of his promo

tion to tlie high office of Grand Mastel'. He has prepare(l this report for 

eleven years, ' and while we rejoice in his promotion, we are sorry to part 
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with him, but his successor, Bro. WILL I-I. WHYTI>, has had experience, and 

we shall look to see the high reputation of this Grand Lodge in this respect 

fully maintainpd. ne devotes some space to the anti-masonic movement, 

but we regard it as space substantially thrown away, because we believe 
that that movement, and all who are aiding it, should be treated with s ilent 

contempt. Their power for evil is so small that it is perfectly safe to take 

no notice of them. Indeed, noticing them would give them the only dignity 

or cO llsequence which they would have. 

n is report is very largely an abstract of the Proceedings reviewed, bll t 

with occasional comments. In his review of Maine he says: 

"Since Masonry teaches the duty of strict oberl ience to all law, human as 
well as divine, it is rather surprising, we must say, to find in a jurisdiction 
ill which the sale or importatIOn of intoxicating liquor is prohibited, that the 
Grand Master was asked whether it was in accordance with masollic teach
ings to allow the introduction of such liquors into a hall or apartments that 
have been solemnly dedicated to the purposes of ~Freemasonry. So long as 
the Maine liquor law is in force, it is, of course, the duty" of masons to ob
serve it, whether they approve of its provisions or not. Masonry does not, . 
of necessity, teach total abstinence. It teaches temperance, however, and 
we can reaclily apprecirrte the generolls conduct of those real temperance 
people who not unfrequently pass for intemperatR arlvocates of total absti
nence, because they deny themsel ves the indulgence of temperate practices 
in the nse of beverages, for thl' sake of those who cannot use spirituolls 
liqnors in moderation." 

li e seems to draw the inference that the Maine liqu?r law forbids the nse 

of intoxicating liquors as a beverage uncleI' all circulllstances; but while that, 

law forbids the sale, it does not forbid the 1L.se, unless tlie public is distnrbeci 

by the drunkenness of the party indulgi ng'. Under the law of Massachn

setts, it is perfectly easy for anyone in Maine to obtain, lawfully, liquors for 

his own use nncler the limitations above expressed. So that the ruling of 
Grand Master FAIlNIlAM was based, not upon the violation of the local law, 

but upon the reasons stated by him in his address. 

Referring to another matter, he says: 

"Our critic says' we only wear it in public on masonic occasions.' So do 
we. It is made a masonic duty with us to attend diville service as masons. 
Then as to 'packages of Masonry,' those who criticize the use of sllch a ids 
have apparently, only in mind, that part of the U. B. on the subject that 
precedes the' whereby or whereon,' and take no Hote of what so signifi
cantly follows those words." 

We have made the same point, but as ye.t have had 11'0 answer froll1 those 

who either overlook the point or <leny its validity . 
. In clos ing, he refers to the new dllties with which he has been charged as 

follows: 
"It shall be our earnest hope and faithful endeavor to merit, in the more 

important station to which we have been called in the Grand East of our 
Grand LoJge, a continuance of that masonic approval and support which 
has stimulated and encouraged us in our work as Grand Lodge reviewer. " 
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We have no doubt that he will be as successful in their discharge as he 
has been in the dIscharge of the duties of this committee, and his brethren 
everywhere will wish for him an administration of harmony a nd prosperity. 

RHODE ISLAND, 1~96. 

Mention is made of the attendance of the Grand Lodge with brethren of 
the subordinate lodges to the number of two hundred seventy-five, upon the 
triennial convocation of tile General Grand Encampment of the t;"nited 

States at Boston. The Grand Loage was the guest of the Gran.d Lodge of 
Massachusetts, and the exchange of salutations was of the most pleasing 
character. 

At the semi-annual communication, the proceedings were of a routine 
character, except that a report was made, which shows that when the name 
of a member of a lodge is stricken from the roll for non·payment of dnes, he 
cannot be re-instated until the dnes accruing up to the time of his applica
tion to be re-instated, shall be pain in full, or be remitted by the lodge with 
the specific consent of the Grand Lodge. One lodge applied to have the 
general power iu such cases, to remit the dues upon payment of the fee 

charged for affiliation, but the Grand Lodge refused its conRent, although it 
gave its consent in two specific cases whicll were presented to it. We have 
always regarded the requirement of paying dnes during the time a hrother 
is not a member of the lodge, as wrong in principle and impolitic in prac
tice. He is required to pay for benefits which he does not have, and the 
law tends greatly to prevent such brethren from seeking re-instatement. 
The dues which have accLlluulated are a very serious obstacle to many 
brethren. 'Ve regard it, moreover, as a departure from tIle ancient usages 
to wbich the Grimd Lodge of Rhode Island has so generally adhered with 
commendable tenacity. 

A special communication was held to consecrate an altar presented to 
Mount Vernon Lodge, No.4, by its Master, and the ce remollies on the oc
casion were beautiful :wd interest ing. A note states that the altar is an 
exact copy of the one erected by St. J ohn's L odge, No. 1, in Providence at 
the celebration of her one hundred and twenty-fifth anniversary, but which 
we are sorry to say was de,troyed in the fire that consumed the temple. 

The Grand Master (EDWARD P. L6 wDEN) delivered a brief add'l'ess devoted 
chiefly to routine matters. The reports of the Deputies show that th e 
lodges are in a prosperous condition. The report of the Grand Secretary is 
a sad one, especially when taken in connection with his report as Chairman 
of the Library Committee. Of this he says. 

"For twenty-four years the personal property of the Grand Lodge has 
been in the custody of the Grand Secretary, all of which, save tbe matel'ial 
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for clerical work and a few copies of Past Proceed ings, and other printed 
matter, were kept in the Freemasons Hall. Everything, save the exceptions 
noted, was totally destroyed by the fire, March 10th. None of the regalia 
was saved. excepting chain collars and jewels, and those in a very bad con· 
dition, and scarcely worthy of any ::..ttempt at restoration, so badly were 
they burned, and the white and purple trimmed linen aprons, which, fortu
nately, were in the Grand Tyler's hands f0r repairs. The safe delivered its 
contents in a fairly good condition, the bindings of the books being badly 
charred. This safe contained the old record books, old and valuable papers, 
and some of the oldest bound volumes of annual returns. All books and 
papers are in a legible condition, the most valuable being without serious 
harm. The safe, which was an old one, was in a terribly hot fire, and was 
the only safe from the ruins which was cut open. Other than the articles 
mentioned, there was not a single vestige of Grand Lodge property left." 

The purtraits of the l'ast Grand Masters and all the Proceedings both of 
that Grand Lodge and of other Grand Lodges, and the library With boxes of 
duplicate Proceed ings to th e amount of nearly three thousand in numher, 
the valuable books presented by Past Grand Master DOYLE, and in a word 
every thing inan exceedingly valuable masonic library, were utterly des
troyed, and we fear that very many of them can npver be replaced. Bro. 
BAKER as chairman of the committee, makes an appeal for contributions to 
the library. Of the loss lie well says: 

"The loss of the Library is by far the most severe one which the Grand 
Lodge has been called upon to bear. The accumulations of nearly fifty 
years, and the labors of many zealous brethren for years were all swepl away 
in a few short hours." 

Under . these circumstances we trust that his appeal will be responded to, 
not only by the bl:ethren of his jurisdiction, but by the brethren everywhere. 
He further announces that all the copies of the first volume of the reprint 
on hand were destroyed, but the sheets of the second volume to the amount 
of about two hundred and fifty pages were in the hands of t.he printer, and 
escaped. The Grand Lodge made the usual appropriation for continuing 
the publication of the second volume. 

The Festival Communication was observed with great enthusiasm, as it 
happened on the centennial of \<Vashington Lodge, whose gue~t the Grand 
Lodge was. A very interesting historical sketch of the lodge was read and 
addresses made by the Grand Master and other brethren, and the occasion 
was one long to be remembered. 

An incident, unexpected by a good many, was the presentation to the 
lodge of a full set of sterling silver chain collars for the officers, and an 
especial one for the Master of the lodge. There was no Report on Corres
pondrrIce. 

SOUTH CAROLINA, 1896. 

Two special communications were held for laying corner stones, at which 
addresses were made, which, however, are not given in the l'roceedings. ' 
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The Mayor of Charleston, who was a Past Grand Master , welcomed the 

Grand Lodge, it is said, in a felicitous and eloquent address, to which the 
Grand Master appropriately responded, which we may well believe, although 

we have to regre t that they are not given in the Proceedings. 

In his address the Grand Master, CLAUDE E. SAWYEH, says: 

" It is gratifying to be able to report that there haR been no unpleasant
ness whatever in our relations with other bodies, and so fa r as I can learn , 
none with them, except there seems to be some commotion in the Grand 
.Jurisdiction of Ohio about the so-called' Cerneauisill. ' It seems that another 
Grand Lodge has sprung up in that state, and is organizing lodges cl,timing 
a llegiance to the Cerneau Grand Lodge. So far as I can leal'll there is little 
d ifference between the esoteric work of the two, as I am assured by the Cer
neau masons th at men raised in their lodges are received in fu ll fellowshi p 
in the old lodges by s imply renouncing their allegiance to the Cerneau body. 
The Grand Lodge of Ohio classes them with clandestine masons, a nd some 
t rouble Illay yet arise when these Cernean masons come to visit in other 
jurisdictions. ' It is only my intention to mention the matter here, as I do 
not know that we are called upon to do lllore than remem bel' that there is a 
schism in Ohio. I will s imply add that I have received the arguments of 
the Cer:;eall body, which, I may say, are very strong with one exception, 
and that is that when mell were obligated in lodges holding charters from 
the Grand Lodge of Ohio they bound themseh 'es to obey its Constitution, 
by-laws, rules and regulations. But, at the same t im e, I cannot see what 
Mastel' Masons have to do with the so-called higher degrees. If Cerneauislfl 
is not Masonry where can there be :ll1y greater obj ection to a Mastel' Mason 
joining a Cem ean lorlge than for him to join the Knights of Pythias1 A 
few years ago a reverend brother traveled a round conferring five so-called 
degrees which he denominated the' Pilgrim Knight,' and yet 1 CRnnot see 
that any harm was done to Ancient Cr;aft Masonry by his new degrees. 

" When I cOllle to speak of the condi t ion of the c rait in our own jUl'isclic
t.ion, I deem it my duty to say that it is not as satisfact.ory as we could 
reasonably desire it to be." 

We think if our M. W. brother would visit Ohio, he would find tll,tt thc 

statement that men raised in these clandestine lodges a re received in full 

fellowship by the old lodges, by simply renouncing their allegiance to the 

Cerneau body, is not true. The reply to his suggestion, is that whilc Cer

neauism is nO·L Masonry, it pretends to be, and pretends to work as (( 1Iwsonic 
ul'yanization, and this pretense or cla im is the ground of interference by the 

regnlar Grand Lodge. We have a very strong suspicion that if a man should 

organize a body in Charleston and claim that it was a masonic lodge, oUl' 

M. "V. brother would scarcely wait for the meet ing of t he Grand Lodge 

before he would denounce it and warn the brethren against it. 

The Grand Master had been decidedly busy and had had a la rge numbcr 

of applicat ions for dispensations, some of which he granted and some of 
which he refused. He makes a ve ry strong ami · valid argument against 

granting dispensations to hurry a man into M.asonry just because he is about 

to go on a journey or change his residence into some other locality. He 

made qu ite a number of decisions, several of them based upon local law, but 
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others that have been given in other jurisdictions and are of no special in

terest to us in Maine. 

As the representative of our Grand Lodge, he presented the resolutions as 

requested by us, and adds; 

"1 shall not express my illllividual opllllon upon this matter as I have 
dOlle that heretofore, but it gives me pleasure to be able to serve the Graud 
Lodge of Maine which I have the honor to represent. " 

We have no doubt whatever that if the :tdoption at our resolutions de

pended upon the good will of himself and his brethren, towards us in Maine, 

t.hey would have at ODce been adopted, but the Grand Lodge holds that the 

law of perpetual jurisdiction is a landmark a na that they have no' power to 

change it, and , thereupon, could take no favorable action upon our reques t. 

In his Report on COl'l'espondence Bro. IN G LESB1' holds to the same doc
trine, and we should like very much iDdeed to have him give us the rf~asons 

for holding that th is doctrine is:t landmark, because we have beeu unable 

to find any authority for that position in the history of the anCie!lt usages of 

the craft. 
The Grand Master pays a high tribute to the v;tlue of the services of Bro. 

bGLES BY in his office of Grand Secretary. We have been familial' with his 

services for a good many years alld we most heartily endorse the tribute of 

the Grand Mastel'. 

The reports of the District Deputies show that the lodges, as a rule, are 

in a fai l' conaition, but not doing a great deal of work, largely, as we jndge 

from the repons, owing to the financial depr.ession, to which some add, that 
very many of our brethren are enth usiastic members of other Orders and 

give their attemion to those. 
A 1lI0dei code of by-laws was adopted and made obligatory, except as to 

the filling of certain blanks, but it was found that under the constitution 

that could not be done and an amendment to the constitution was proposed 
ill order that these by-laws may be made, . not merely ad visoi'y as in most 

jurisdictions, but Obligatory.' 

The Coltlm ittee on Correspondence spoke in high terms of the review of 

the Proceed ings oi the Grand Lodges by the Grand Secretary, and they will 

II Ot filld many who will take issue with them UpOD th'at point. 

The death of Past Grand Master, JOHN D. ](ENNEDY, was anDonnced and 

an eloquent tribute paid to his memory, from which we attempted to ex

tract, but if we do, we can scarcely do justice ,to it without copying tbe 

whole. In his death the Grand Lodge and :Free Masonry have sustained a 
great loss. He died very suddenly in the fifty-seventh year of his age, bnt 

he had li ved long enough to attach himself very strongly, not only to his 
' masonic brethren, but to all who knew him. 

The following deCision in relation to funerals was adopted : 
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"That where a "brother is a Knight of l'ythias and had rcquested to be 
buried with MflSonic Honors, he is entitled so to be buried, although thA 
Knights of Pythias proF-ose to perform their cel'emonies-provitied, how
ever, that the masonic ceremonies shall be performed after th e other cere
monies are over; the mflSons taking charge of the body last of all and not 
mingling with the other bodies." 

The Report on Correspondence (124 pp.) was as heretofore, presented by 
Bro. CHARLES INCLESIlY. He makes very few extracts, but gives the sub
stance of what is said ill other jurisdictions in his own words. He studics 
the Proceedings carefully, notices the points of interest and frequently dis
cusses them, and always intelligently and ably. 

lIe rather laughs at us for saying as Chairman of the Committee on Juris

prudence that the committee does not deem it expedient to discuss the Mis
sissippi proposition, and then, in justice to its distinguished anthor, we proceed 
to discuss it. 

lIe is not quite accurate: we dirl not discuss the" Mississippi proposition " 
at all. That proposition originated in an attempt to harmonize the law. It 

failed yet to command approval, and in some quarters, because it was not 
understood. What we did do, was to propose and discuss an entirely dif

erent proposition. 
He agrees with us as to what a rejection means and as to what the ques

tion is that is submitted to the lodge and as to the effect of a rejection, 
but he bolds that the doctrine is a landmark and cannot be modified as 
proposed by our Grand Lodge. He corrects us in one respect. He says 
that they hold in South Carolina that neither a rejected candidate nor an 
accepted candidate can be received in another lodge, even by the unanimous 
consent of the lodge to wbich the candidate applied. We had supposed that 
South Carolina, in common with every othel' Grand Lodge, holds that it way 
waive jurisdiction over an accepted candidate, but it seems that we were 
mistaken. An accepted candidate can get the degrees in aJlother lodge only 
by their being conferred for the lodge which accepted him, by another 
lodge, at its request. And right here we would like Bro. INC LESllY to tell 

us, where authority for any such performance fIS this, can be found in the old 
laws and usages of the craft. He concurs in the great desirability of having 
a uniform rule among the Grand Lodges, and we infer that he would favor 
a consideration of the manner in which that might be brought about, L1id he 
not feel that his Grand Lodge is absolutely prevented froll1 doing so by a 

law which it deems that it hflS no right to change. 
He endorses fully what our committee said in relation to the cultivatior. 

of social relations and having refreshments at the commnnications of the 
lodges. He sustains Bro. SCHULTZ'S and the general usage in relation to 
the performance of public ceremonies by the lodge and the Grand Lodge. 

In his review of New York he says: 
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"The iStanding CODlmittee on Jurisprudence, to whom had been referred 
ftn application from the Grand Lodge of Chili and one from the Gran(l 
Lodge of San Domingo, for recogn ition, reported that it is the settled polic.v ' 
of the Grand Lodge of New York to decline a recognition and exchange of 
representatives with any but independent Grand Lodges of Symbolic Ma
SOIll'Y, wholly independent of and not under the control of any other body 
of Freemasonry, whether of the York or Scottish lUte. That the papers 
presented do not fUl'I1ish sufficient evidence that either of these Grand Lodges 
seeking rtcognition, (both of Scottish Rite origin and originally receiving their 
authority from and being under the control of a Supreme Council of the 
A. A. S. Rite) have separated therefrom, a nd with the consent of the Su
preme Council become independent of a.nd taken entire control of the three 
sy mbolic degrees. They do not question the right of Supreme Councils of 
the A. A . S. !{ite to control and confer the first t hree Symbolic degrees, ill 
all countries where that is the dominant rite, and we recognize M. M. 's made 
under that authority, as regular , and as milch entitled to our regard and 
recognition as if made under our authority, but until ' the Supreme Council 
has relinquished its authority over the three Symbolic degrees (as has been 
done in this and other jurisdictions) and the control of the three Symbolic 
degrees has been relegated to Symbolic Grand Lodges entirely independent 
of other authority, we can not recognize the Grand Lodge organized. In a ll 
of which we most heartily concur." 

There are many other matters in this report which we would like to 

notice, but ftS the sheets come from the printer we find that we are stretch

ing out our report to a llluch greater length than we supposed, and to keep 
within due bounds we must make our review of the remaining Grand Lodges 

briefer, Illllch as we dislike to do so. 

SOUTH DAKOTA, 1896. 

The portraits of M. W. Bros. FUEDE I{lC H. FILES, the retiring Grand 

;\'Iaster (<1. native of Maine), and HENRY [-I. BLAIR, Past Grand Mastel', are 

give ll ill the Proceedings. 
The Governor of the State, Bro. CIHltLES H. S II ELON, was presented, in

troduced and in vited to a seat in the East. 

Bro. FILES had had a busy year in the routine business incident to his 

office, of wh ich he gives a concise, but full account. 

lIe had one case which he submitted to the Grand Lodge, being at a loss 

how to dispose of it. A Master, obliged to be absent from the annual meet

ing of his lodge, was re-elected b-ut decl ined to serve, and asked for a dis

pensation to hold a new election. I-Ie declined to grant it, because it would 

either be un:just to the Wardens, or lead to a llew election of nearly all the 

elective officers, which last he doubted his power to permit. It has been 

held in several jurisd ictions, and Maine among the rest, that a dispensation 

shouln. issue to elect another Master and such other officers as might be 

necessary to fill a ll vacancies. . We hold that even if the Warden had been 

installed he would be eligibl e to the office of Mastel': he does not res ign, 
App. 30 G. L. 
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but the Grand Lodge vacates -his office of Warden by his in~tallation as 

Mastcr. In our Grand Lodge, a Master of a lodge can not hold onc of cer
tain Grand Offices, f1.nd be Mastel' of a lodge at ,the saine tillie, but Masters 
have been elected to an,! installed iuto those offices, and the otlice of Mastel' 
declared Vf1.cant. In Masonry, no more than in business matters, should 
mere technicalities subject those interested to injury or even serious incolI
venience. 

He announced tjllite a numi.>er of decisions, t~e most of them based upon 
local law: the others are in accordance with the decisions of the same ques
tions in othcr jurisdictions. In making aile of them, he gives some advicc 
which we wish could be read and heeded by every mason: 

•• This CJuery involves no principie of Mf1.sonic Jurisprudence and does not 
properly belong here. I refer to it because I have received scveral communi
cations not so replete with irregular methods of procedure as this, but, never
theless, seemingly expressing tbe honest convicJ.ions of the writer, to the effect 
that tbe ballot often works injury to the lodge and candidate, and in these sev
eral instances expressing the opinion that there must be something radically 
wrong. I want to say that it is in .the power of any man in the lodge room 
to abuse his privilege and to vote actuated by unworthy and unmasonic 
Illatives. Tme as this may be, the spasmodic and frantic attempts to 
evade this ancient law, are fraught with still greater danger. Do not, my 
brethren, in your disappointment, confess to yourself, or admit, that upon 
the reception or rejection of an applicant depends the existence or dow nfall 
of your lodge. Follow the law literally. Guard well the outl'r door. • Hew 
to the line, let the ch ips fall where they may.' Permit me to add that the 
time must and will come when the man who abuses his right will publicly 
boast of his determination to shut out a ll and even wreck the lodgp. Then 
the remedy is in your hands. Do not be slow to apply it." 

If this could be followed by every mason, we should hear very little about 
the injustice of the doctrine of perpetual jurisdiction. 

He discllsses the subject of "Masonic Relief," and tjuotes a l'f)solution 
adopted by the Grand Lodge upon his motIOn. He now has the courage 
and manliness to say of it: 

"Tbis resolution now stands as the sense of this GranLI Lodge; yet I am 
satisfied that it does not express the conviction of members of this Gralld . 
Lodge now assem blect. More thau that, further thought and stndy of the 
aims of Masonry and a more intimate knowledge of the beliefs anct feelings 
of others, have convinced me that the resolution was ill·advised in its call· 
ception and adoption. " 

The' Grand I,ecturer (.JOIIN H. SC){l\'EN), having served eight years, de

clined fnrther service, and in his report gives the Gralld Lodge sOllie excel
lent advice. He says: 

"Our Grand Lodge is anxious to accomplish this end, but ;\10st Worship
fnl Grand Mastel', it can never sncceed by continuing in the practices of the 
last few years. No Grand Lecturer can afford to devote his tillie without 
a reasonable compensation. 1 visited five different lodges the last. year 
which could not pay me for my services, although they needed them the 
most. The p rovision that each lodge receivillg illstruction shall pay the 
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Grand Lecturcr will either deprive the small , weak lodges of schools or force 
the Grand Lecturer to hold them at his own expense. To Illy mind, the 
surest way to accolllplish OUr object, tbroughout the wbole brotherhood, is 
for the Grand Lodge to make an appropriation sufficient for the Grand Lec
tureI' to hold schools in about one-half of our lodges each year, without any 
expenses whatever upon the individual lodge. " . 

There had been a. falling off ill the total membership, forty lodges showing 
a decrease. 

The committee to which the" Wisconsin pr!JPosition" was referred, re
ported (in part) as follows: 

" While YOllr cc;>mmittee is satified that this proposition was actuated by 
pure and honest motives on the part of the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin, 
eal'llestly endeavoring to best promote the greatest efficiency of our cardinal 
tenet, 'to relieve the distressed,' still, we believe the Grand Lodge of Wis
consin in ad vocating its adoption, is diverging from the ancient and well es
tablished usages of the fraternity. 

" We are prouri of our Order and the privilege of belonging to the great 
brotherhood. We love it for its antiquity and traditions. We honor it 
for its charity toward all mankind and because it gives freely, voluntarily 
and almost secrectly. Weare proud of our beloved Order because it has 
nojixecl sum set aside for ' relief' 01' 'sick benefits' to attract the avaric ious 
cand idate to knock at our door with the assurance of being' helped' as if 
he were joining a ' mutual benefit association.' " 

The report was adopted, and the resolution refened to by tbe Grand 
Master was repealed, the committee concurring with the Grand Master in 
his views as given in his address. 

The Committee on Library report many valuable additions to it. The 
union of the Libraries of the several Grand Bodies had contributed mate
rially to the completion of sets. Favors from the Grand Secretaries and 
others, among tbelll Bro. :\1[. L. KIMBALL, of Norway, Maine, are acknow
ledged with hearty thanks. 

When we come to the Report on Jurisprudence we find that the qucstion 
submitted in relation to the Mastel', who declined to accept a re-election, 
was disposed of preci.sely as we have above suggested. 

The Report on Correspondence (120 pp.) was presented by Bro. WILLIAM 
BI.ATT. 

In his introduction he says, and we wish that this could be read so often 
by all charged in any respect with the administration of the affairs of the 
craft, that it would be uppermost in their minds also: 

" It is but briefly that we desire to refer in this introductory to two of the 
leading masonic topics of the day, prefacing the same with the admonition 
alw.ays uppermost in Ollp minds and ever ready upon our lips: beware of all 
departures from the long trodden paths, from seem ingly innocent new legis
lation, and particularly such as may be introduced for an avowed better 
goverlllnent of the ' craft. A ,study of those laws already existing, of the 
principles of government, fundamental axioms hoary with age, will at once 
convince that Masonry, in herself a government, a law, needs no improvc
ment as to these, at the hands of the innovator. It is rather the improve-
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ment of masons, of ollrselves, of Ollr brethren we should strive to accomplish 
under the guidance of the very principles, laws and statutes which are at
tempted to be perverted"under the guise of improvement." 

Of the WisGonsin proposition, he says: 

"In no part of our ritual, written or unwritten, in no part of our history, 
is relief, or if you wish, charity by the lodge, even hint.;d at. It is simply 
non-existent from the fact that masonic charity is made the duty of each in
dividual mason, a duty impressed upon him in most slJlemn manner in every 
degree of Masonry, and from which masonic or natural death only can re
lease him. Lodges are instituted lJrimarily and principally for the pnrpose 
of making Illasons and teaching its votaries to imbibe, practice and dlssenl · 
inate masonic teachings and principles. The social element of the lodge 
was but a natural sequence of the assoc iation of men banded toget.her for 
such purposes. It is to be deeply deplored that this feature of the early 
lodge has given away entirely to affairs of business, and to this change may 
be ascribed the proposed adoption of busines~ methods of relief instead of 
masonic charity as established by the fathers. We reiterate, while it is 
praiseworthy on the part of lodges and Grand Lodges to create funds for 
charitable pl1l'poses, and even to ftSsess with its consent t.he membership , yet 
this charity cannot, nor is it intended to supplant thH.t which the proposed 
legislation would ultimately oblite!'ate ftS the chief of masonic duties, the 
chief of masonic virtnes." • 

When he comes to the 'lllestion of jurisdiction over rejectfld uandidates, 
he fails to k eep " upperlllost in his mind" the exce llent doctrine of the 

paragraph first quoted by us. 

He claims that the utter failure to acuept the Mississippi proposition must 

prove the fallacy of the doctrine of perpetual jurisdiction! As the purpose 

of this proposition was to l1Wllifg that doctrine, if it proves anything, (as it 

does not) it proves the very opposite of what our brother claims. 

He claims that the canvass by the Grand Master of lilinois shows that 

twenty·nine Grand Lodges do not, and s ixteen do, recognize the doctrine. 

This may be true, for quite a number, in an flffort to secure uniformity, have 

modified that doctrine. Rut that doctrine is not the one that is making the 

difficulty. He says: 

" iVe are not after converLs. We believe a very little cOlllity on the part 
of our' hard-shelled ' brethren would be all that is necessary to destroy the 
ill effects, here and there, of this conflict in masonic jurisprudence. An ac
knowledgment of the undenied doctrine that one made a mason in a reg
ularly constituted lodge of such, is and remains a !llaSOn un t il deprived of 
the same by due process of masonic law, would be another factor in Lhe 
peaceful maintenance of diversfl rules upon the subject. 

"An additional and potent reaRon for the fraternal treatment of cases 
arising out of a diversity of the law, would be a recogniLion by every Grand 
Lodge anel its Grand Master of the fact that supremacy in legislation anel 
practice, barring unchangeable principles and landmarks, is an established 
and fundament,.1 principle of Grand Lodge sovereignty." 

But there is ,wother doctrine, utterly ignored by him, which in ma&onic 

law takes precedence of the principle which he supports. We all belong to 

one great Fraternity . Every Grand Lodge is an instrument of that ]<'rater-
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nity, rtnd acts for it. The Gmnd Lodge, therefore, is absol utp.ly bound by 

the fundamentrtl laws of the }<'mternity. One of those laws is thrtt ertch 

Gmnd Lodge, within its jurisdiction, fixes ' the 8tatus of those who become 

subject to its governmental jurisdiction, and that status they carry with thelll 

wherever they go, until it is clmnged according to the lrtw of that Grrtnd 
Lodge. The interference by any other Grand Lodge to change. thrtt status ' 

is a violation of the fundamental law of the l;'raternity, and is, therefore, in 

spite of "Grand Lodge Sovereignty" ut.terly vo id. It follows, therefore .. 
that the proposition that" one marIe rt mason in a regularly constituted 

lodge of such, is, and remains, a mason until deprived of the ,same by due 

process of law," is not rt correct statement of the law. One important word 

is left out of the proposition as stated by Bro. BLATT: let him insert" law

fully" between "one" and "mrtde," so tlmt the proposition shall rertd, 

"One lawfully mrtde," &c., rtnd it is exrtctly correct. To be sure, the cor·· 
rected proposition compketely overthrows hi~ rtrgument, but even thrtt con

sidemtion is not rt reasou for clmnging rt correct statement of the lrtw. If 

our" soft-shelled" brethren will recognize the law of the Fraternity, there 
would be no neccssity for rtppertling for" comity"! Th e recognition of thiR 

principle rtllows every Gmnd Lodge to adopt whatever lrtw it pleases in rela

tion to its own rejected crtndidates, without in the least interfel:ing wi th thr 

rights of other Grand Lodges, or causing the least friction. 

We believe that the lrtw of his own Grand Lodge, in putting rt rejec ted 

crtndidate coming from another jlll'isdiction upon the srtme plane as a ny 

other profrtne, is not only drtngerQus, bnt nearly apprortching rtn insult to the 

rejecting lodge, rtnd an actnal lowering of the strtndard of character neces

sary for admission, especially in the eyes of those who nmy become candi
dates and in the estimation of the public. 

Bro. BI.ATT is a,!1;ainst dispensrttions, and is qnite disposed to growl (in a 

fraternal way) agrtinst the exercise of this power by Grand Masters, who 

have admittedly the right to exerc ise it. We have closely observed his de

liverances upon this subject, and it seems to ,us that hi s opinion is based 

upon mere sentiment, rather than upon any mischi ef which the exercise of 

this power hrtS caused. 

He somewhat discusses an Alabama decision which we think has been 
misunderstood. A brother WrtS charged with a violation of his obligation, 

and the proof was that while he had viol ate~ the morall rtw, and, therefore, 
the mrtSonic law, he han. not committed the offence technically charged: 

and the question wrtS, whether he wrtS properly convicted . In the strictness 

of the civil law, he wrtS not ; but as the charge really incl uded a violation of 
the moral law, we do not,think that the technicality ought to prevent a con

viction, even though an acquittal on this charge would be no bar to a charge 
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made on the broader ground. A special finding of the lodge upon the speci

fication would! have supported the charge. 

In his review of Kansas, he well says: 
" vVe believe that wh en a mason, in consequence of a crime committed, 

tlees from justice, a lodge should have the power to do justice to Masonry 
by ridding itself, so far as lies in its power, of the stain upon its escutcheon. 
We do not believe the absence of the offerlder, and the inability of the lodge 
to make personal service to cut allY figure in the premises." 

In his rev iew of Maine, he quotes from our discussion of the proposition 
that his objection to the doctrine of perpetual jurisdiction, because ninety 
per cent. of the rejections" are for causes which shonld not influence a mason 

in balloting," is an argument against the secret ballot, and adds : 

" While we cannot at this time reply further to the criticism, we believe 
that his inference as to the unanimIty required in the secret ballot is jump
ing at a conclusion." 

What? When a masonic law works gross injustice in nine times out of ten, 

is not that fact a conclusive reason for its repeal ? We cannot believe that 

Bro .. 13 LA'!''!' will answer this question in the negative. 

"Ve regard, as most lamentable and dangerous, the low estimate of the 

power to keep unfit men out of the fraternity, which, as this discussion has 

developed, prevails especially in those jurisdictions which maintain the 

doctrine advocated by Bro. BLATT. 

TENNESSEE, 1897. 

The portraI t of the incoming Grand Mastel', AIlCIII BALD N. SLOAX, is 

given as a frontispiece. 

The Grand Master (PHILIP N. MATLOCK) says: 
" My correspondence the past year has been extensive and general, all 

over the state. It has also been pleasant and courteous, and hut little has 
occurred that demanded any assumption of power or necessity to exercise 
any unrequested authority. The many decisions made, so far as I am 
aware, have been acquiesced in without a murmur by the lodges to whom 
they were arld ressed, and have been obeyed. More in this respect, J could 
not have asked, and the thought is as gratifying to my feelings as it was 
kind and respectful on the part of the fraternity. My ,greatest pleasure 
the past year has been in visiting lodges, sometimes kindly accompanied by 
some of the best workers of th is jurisdiction. Not very many lodges, it is 
true, have I visited, but as many as my time and circumstances would 
pflrmit. The tendency of the M~sonic Fraternity in our state, I am pleased 
to affirm, has been to be more rigid in discipline and require masons to live 
more in accordance with masonic teach ing. Masonry is elevating the moral 
and masouic standard of its members, and peace, good fe.eling and unity, 
except in a very few localities, prevail throughout this jurisdiction. 

"Brethren" in the midst of all this progress and prosperity let us not for
get th at olel J,andmark of Masonry-a belief in the existence of God, the 
Great A rchitect of the Universe." 
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He had made a large number of decisions, one of which is new and im

pOl·tant: having been asked" what is an answer to a summons?" (which 

we understand to mean what is a sufficient reason for not obey ing a sum-

1I10ns to attend one's lodge) he replied: 

" Having carefully examined tbe Ten nessee Text Book a nd Masonic Code, 
and Chase's Digest of Ma.~onic Law, I find they throw no light on the ques: 
tion. The Grand Lodge, so far as I recall, has made no deliverance on this 
point. The excuse given by the brethren, that it was inconvenient for them 
to attend, is a very flexible one, and whether or not it is sufficient must nec
essarily depend upon the degree of inconvenience. If trifling, it would not 
be snfficient; it really great, it might be. ft seems to me, therefore, that 
each case must be determined by the local lodge upon the fact and circum
stances surroundingit. If the lodge is not satisfied with the sufficiency of 
the answer it might, upon proper proceeding, in vestigate tllfl degree of in
convenience and determ ine for itself whether snch in convenience was suffi
cient to excuse a member. I therefore hold that a respectful response to a 
summons ought to be treated pr'imajacie as an answer, its suffic iency to be 
determined by the lodge in each case. " 

In some jurisdictions, the practice is to make no answer for not atteJ\ding 

unless specifically called upon to do so, by subsequent proceedings of the 

lodge. We think the practice indicated in the decis ion is the correct one . 

. He announced the death of Past Grand M,tster J OS '''' II M. ANDERSON, in 
his eighty-first year, and a mason Cif over fifty-two years' service. A fine 

tribute was paid to his memory in the Grand Lodge. 

Hesolutions of regret were also adopted for the absence of Past Grand 

M~tster ARc ,mLA us M. HUGlIgs for the first tim.e in jorty-jour years. , 

The Widows' and Orphans' Home, which had cost 'ii·W, OOO and was free 
from debt, was offered to the Grand Lodge as a gift, and after full considera

tion by committees of the Grand Lodge, the gift was accepted and provision 

made for its maintenance by a per capita tax of fifty cents annually. The 

committee states the grou nds upon which the action of the Grand Lodge is 

based: 

"Inasmuch as the Masonic Widows and Orphans' Hom'e is an Institution 
for the support of indigent widows and the maintenance and ed ucation of 
OI'phan children of deceased masons of Tennessee, without o.istipction of 
rp.sidence, and this Grand Lodge is the supreme authority of the Freemasons 
of the state, with powers generally to do all things right. and proper for the 
promotion of the honor and dignity of the Oro.er and the good of the Fra
ternity, chief among which is the proper care of the widows and orphans of 
our deceaseo. brethren, who are worthy of onr bounty. and inasmuch as 
justice dictates that the cOlllmon burthen of responsibility belonging to us 
all should not be longer borne by the willing, generous few, whose enthnsi · 
asm and philanthropy have devised, established and hitherto conducted this 
noble charity, and whose locks are s ilvering with the frost that never melts, 
your committee is unanimously of opinion that it is just. right and best for 
the Grand Lodge of Tennessee to own and control the Widows and Orphans' 
Home." . 

Its history is thus stated by the Directors: 
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"On Saturday, December 10, 18~2, the Masonic Widows and Orphans' 
Home of Tennessee was opened, with six inmates. The number was rapidly 
increased, so that when the Grand Lodge convened in 1893 there were 
fifteen inmates. The number of beneficiaries has been steadily increased 
until, at this date, there are ninety-seven widows and OJ'phans of our de
ceased brethren of Tennessee beneath its sheltering roof; tlte strong right 
arm of the great Masonic Fraternity thrown around them to defend and 
protect, its warm heart ~eating with sympathy, and its liberal hand ready 
to provide for their maintenance, if a suitable, just and 'economical plall 
shall be devised for so doing. 

"In point of number of inmates the Home of Tennessee is only exceeded 
by two others in the United States. In respect to the character of trallli"ng 
and educatlOllal facilities given to the children it is not exceeded by any. 

"There are now thirty-five applications on file for admission to tlte Home 
froIft parties in every way worthy and justly entitled to its benefits, but the 
present building is filled to overflowing. 

,. The time seems to have corne when the two wings contemplated in the 
original plan of the building should be erected. This will fully if not more 
than double its eapacity, and you will be able to provide for JUore than two 
11l1ndred inmates. 

"You are aware that the location is beautiful and attractive, convenient 
of access, elevated and healthy. The inmates are contented and happy . 
and feel that by your fraternal care they are indeed living in a hOJUe, and 
not in a hospital or poor house." 

The Grand ~faster most excellently defines" Masonic Obedience" : 

"Masonry asks of its members obedience to certain defined principles 
and well-established lines of action that cOJUport with honor, justice amI 
hnmanity; but it requires no Llinrl allegiance to itself, nor any performance 
of service contrary to the individual conscience, or in conflict with the dutil'S 
amI responsibilities of good citizenship. 

"Nothing can be demanded of any member of the craft that is in viola· 
tion of those fundamental obligations; indeed, his personal independence is 
recognized in many ways, and all along the line of his masonic advancement 
he is told that his primal duties consist in being faithful to himself, his 
country and his God. ' , 

" I-Ie .finds laws and principles clearly laid down, definite courses of social 
and moral obligation marked out, aud he promises an obedience thereto. 
He promises to obey the moral law, to be a loyal citizen and an honest, up
right man and mason. 

" Masonry dema,nds obedience to its laws, edicts and regulations, and not 
only of its own, but also demands honest obedience to the laws of the state, 
and excludes no one from its benign influence, nor dictates to its votaries t.) 
what other orders or societies he mayor may not belong. 

"Masonry enforces obedience, but it is an obedience with a freer con
science-the obedIence of a free man. Masonry stands for law and order, ' 
stands above all, for universal tolerance and universal charity." 

The committee had succeederl in obtaining a portrait of Pa.~t Grand Master 

.JENNINcs-the only one wanted to complete a full set. The recent loss of 

many portraits, by the burning of mason ic halls, suggests whether the bet

ter way would not be to publish in the Proceedings and finally collect in a 

book, good and lasting portraits, so that in case of fire, duplicates would still 

be preserved. 

' Ve have thought that time might be saved and the business of the Grand 
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Lodge be more speedily and intelligently transacted if our Gr~nd Master's 

address should be printed in advance and distributed immediately upon its 

delivery in the Grand Lodge. In Tennessee that plan has been tried 1 but, 

IIpon the recommendation of the Committee on Accounts, been abandoned 

on account of the expense. It seems to us, however, that the type might 

be kept standing, and thus the additional expense be but sligbt. 

The resolutions of Ollr Grand Lodge in relation to rejected candidates were 

presented by the Grand Secretary and referred to the Committee on .Jnris
prudence, whose report was adopted: 

"Resulved, 1. That this Grand Lodge is in sympathy with the purpose and 
spirit. ot this movemellt, and will rejoice to see any probable cause of discord 
among Granel Lodges of the United States removed. 

"2. That to this end this Grand Lodge wonld favorably consider a reg
nlation requiring three years' probation of a candidate rejected in any other 
Grand .Jurisd ict ioLl." 

We are glad to perceive that the object of OLlr Grand Lodge was under

~toocl and appreciated: and we have no doubt that if a change from five 
years to three years would seCl1l'e the desired nniformity, our Graml Lodge , 

woulrl readily change its law in order to conform. 

We learn that dropping from the 1'011 for non-payment of dues is not now 
allowed in Tennessee. 

A convocation of Past Masters was held, a large number of brethren 

were" duly installed and instructed in the duties pertaining to the office," 

and the proceedings certified to by the Grand Secretary, and published with 

those of the Grand Lodge. A n examination of the report of the Committee on 

Credentials shows that all these brethrel,represented their lodges as Masters: 

we, therefore, conclude that they had previously been installed, and were 
really only" instructed" ill this convocation, as was the correct course to 
take, as we bold. 

Tbe Report on Correspondence (87 pp.) was presented by Bro GEORGE 
I-I. MORGAN- II compact abstract with brief comments. 

He says: 
"We would add, it gives us a grander idea of the universality of Masonry 

to learn, through the Report on Correspondence (and we can learn it nowhere 
else unless we have time to read it up in a mason ic library)-a grander idea 
of the hold that our eternal principles have upon humanity, and a more clear 
insight into the wonderful influence that our Order exerts throughont the 
world." 

The Grand Master of Delaware having ruled that a mason ' whose wife 

rnns a saloon in her own name, and who, while he is her general agent, does 

not dispellse illtoxicating liquors, is n()t within the prohibition against salooll 

keepers. Bro. MORGAN thus comments: 

... We hardly think this is sound. We have known men to.carry on the 
liquor bllsine8s, and do a great many' mean th ings' ill the names of their 
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wives. Bro. Cahall excuses his decision by the word' technically.' WP. do 
not think technicalities ought to govern in such cases. The committee sus
tained the ruling of the Grand Master, but recommended that the regulation 
on the liquor business be repealed, holding' th<tt the moral qualifications of 
candidates for Masonry should be decided by the members of the subordi
nat.e lod.goes in each and every case.' The Grand Lodge lion-concurred in the 
recommendatioll. The ruling of the Grand Master was approved. The law 
stands as it was, but the brother, if he got to be a brother, can still permit 
his wife to carryon the saloon business, and he can' attend to hp.r geneml 
business, as her agp.nt, and not dispense intoxicating liquors.' As her agent 
he can hire a clerk, or let the good wife dispense the intoxicants herself. 

"Brethren, we think your law on the subject of the liquor traffic an ex
cellent one, and we offer the above as a fl"iendly criticism, for it occurs to 
us that the case named is one of evading the law-is simply the old case of 
, whipping the old boy around the stump.' " 

We are glad to perceive an increasing indispoRition to allow technicalities 

to defeat masonic justice, as too often happens in these days. 

We have always held that i~ is not unmasonicJor a mason to stand on his 

legal rights; but we have learned that legal rights (such is the imperfection 
of human laws) may sometimes be abused and made a shelter for dishonesty, 

which Masonry ought to punish, and the following case stated by Ol\r brother, 

if the whole case is stated, seems to be one of them: 

" "Ve do not propose at present to question the wisdom of our Jurispru
dence Committee or of the Grand Lodge, nor of our distinguished brother 
of JIIinois, but desire to give the case Oil which the Grand Master made the 
mling under consideration, that the question may be fairly understood. A 
brother loaned two hundrnd dollars to another brother, taking his note there
for. Not needing the money, he did not collect it. The debtor was amply 
able to pay, but did not, except some of thp. interest. The creditor died. 
The note passed into the hands of hi~administrator. A mason's widow and 
three orphan children were now the beneficiaries. The creditor brother 
had gone to his long hOllle. He left his God and his lodge to protect his 
widuw and orphans. The debtor refused to pay the note. The adminis
trator brought suit on it. The debtor plead the statute of limitations. The 
note was barred and the court so held. The Grand Master of Tennessee 
thought this a case of 'cheating, wronging and defrauding,' and so held. 
He thought the course of the debtor brother plain, outright dishonesty, and 
that, as "masons can not a.fford to be dislwne~t,' the recalcitrant brother ought 
to be discipUned. The question may be treated as closed for the presen t, 
though we are not snre but what the old saw comes in here: 

" 'Convince a man against his will, 
He's of the sallle opinion still." 

" We reiterate, however, that no criticism of the Jurisprudence Commit
tee or of the Grand Lodge is intended by the writer, but a.~ this is deemed 
a vital question by many brethren, and as Bro. Hobbins has seen proper to 
give it an extenfled notice, we thought it not inappropriate to dis~uss it in 
this connection . While we agree that· Masonry is not a court of appeals 
from civil tribunals,' we always understood that Masonry is not an asylum 
for dishonesty and roguery." 

The civil courts hold that a debt barred by the statute of limitations is 

still a debt, but that' the creditor has lost his remedy by his negligence i!1 

failing to enforce it within a reasonable t ime. In this very ca.qe it lllay be 
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that the creditor did not enforce it because the debtor was a mason, and very 
likely the debtor understood that and relied on being able to cheat his 

creditor jar thCtt very reason. Surely, if that could have been proved , the 
debtor was gU ilty of a gross abuse of his masonic relations, for which he ought 
to have been punished. 

TEXAS, 1896. 

As usual in this immense territorial jurisdiction, the address of the Grand 
Mastel' (B. R AIlERNETHY) is necessarily a long document, covering an im
mense amount of business, a very small part of which we can notice. 

lI e allnounces (among others) th e death of Bro. ROIlERT BREWSTER, Past 
Junior Grand Warden, who served as recording officer of the Grand Chapter 
and Grand Commandery. His name' was familiar to us all, and his rep
utation, official and personal, commanded for him universal respect find 
esteem. 

The law in relation to physical qualifications is very strict in Texas, and 
the Grand Masler was a good deal troubled by cases arising in relation to it. 
li e besought the Grand Lodge to "settle this question so definitely thflt i.t 
will never flrise to vex and hflrass again." But so far flS we have seen as yet, 
the Grand Lodge conclud,ed not to undertake it: the contract was probflbly 
too big. lle quotes with flpproval Bro. MA c KEr's idea that every mflson 

represents fI stone in thp, spiritual Temple, and, therefore, in order to be a 
mason he must be perfect phYSically: remembering that MACKEY also taught 
that it is the internal, and not the e.ctemal qualifications of a man thflt should 
recommend him to be made a mason, we hflve always beeu surprised that 
he should write what the Gran(1 Master quotes: it has always seemed to us 
symbolism run mad. The whole aim of Masonry is intellectual, moral and 
spiritual improvement: tile old law of phy~ical qUflliflCation had reference, in 
express terms, to ability to do mflsonic work, and the perfection required WflS 
tllflt degree, and that fllone, which enabled one to do the work of a mason, 
and as the physical work of masons has changed, the qualifications for it 
Imve changed with it, flud the ability to ,to the mflSonic work of the present 
day is fill tlmt the law, sound sense or masonic usage, requires. 

The Super-Excellent degree is not included in the Cryptic Rite in Texas., 
TI e was asked if there was any objection to its being conferred as " a side 
llegree," in fI masonic hall, aml he replied: 

" My informa.tion is that t.he Super-Excellent degree wa.s formerly one of 
the Cryptic or Council degrees: that since about A. D. 1860, it has been 
practically abandoned in nearly all the states of the American Union; that 
recen tly it has been revived, and is conferred in nearly every Grand .Tnris
diction, not as a Council degree, but as a sort of social wind-up of the 
' A mericltn rite;' the exception being the two VirginiflS, Pennsylvania and 
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Texas. My answer was that there was nothing improper or clandestine in 
such action, provided none but Master Masons in good standilig were al
lowed to participate, and provided that nothing was done, or permitted, con
trary to the constitutions, resolutions or ed icts of the Gr'Lnd Lodge; and 
that the degree not being conferred or recognized by the Grand Royal Arch 
Chapter of Texas, there was no conflict of jurisdiction." 

He is not quite correct in his history : that degree was one of the council 

degrees very early in some of the states, and never has been abandoned; 

on the contrary, the conferring of it in councils has gradually increased and 

spread, till it is now conferred in nearly al\ the jurisdictions: in Pennsy l

vania, it has always been conferred as one of the regular council degrees. 

He rendered a vast number of decisions, many of which he reports; and 

the committee well say: 

"The decisions of the Most Worshipful Grand Master bAar evidence of 
laborious and intelligent research, and the higher affection for the principles 
of Freemasonry, and except in the few points hereinafter indicat.ed, mpet 
with the hearty approval of this committee. Many intricate and interesting 
'luestions of masonic law have been examined into by the Grand Maste r, 
and the ability with which they have been disposed of will erect for him an 
imperishable monument." 

Of the Super-f';xcellent degree question,they say: 

." It is the opinion of the committee that the so-called degrr.e of 'Sllper
Excellent Master' is a matter of which neither the Grand Master, th is Grand 
Longe or any subordinate lodge has any knowledge, or in which they are 
concerned, and any action recognizing the existence of any such degree 
should not meet with approval. Freemasonry can not prescribe the qualifi
catjons of those who may desire to receive degrees foreign and unknown to 
it nor have any connection wit)l them, not even by accepting funds emanat
ing from them as a quasi appendage to any subordinate lodge." 

This scarcely answers the question whether it ma.v be conferred in· a 

masonic hall ; we presume that in Texas, chapters are allowed to meet in 
masonic halls; it is just as easy for the Grand Master to obtain a knowledge 

of the S. E. degree, as of the chapter degrees, and the man ner is the same : 

it seems to us that the Grand Master was right. 

But we agree with the committee in the followiug: 

,i We disagree with the decision that a candidate not permitted to take a 
degree on account of a physi.cal disqllalification not niscovered until after 
the election, stands in the same attitude as a man prevented by a protest 
from taking a degree. It is his misfortune, and not any defect in his char
~ter or any action upon the part of a member that prevents him from being 
initiated, and it would be an injnstice to report and publish him as an or
dinary rejection. It shou ld be reported that he was prevented from" taking 
the degree by physical disqualification discovered after the election of the 
candidate. The facts as reported by the Grand Master show that ~h~re was 
110 protest, but a discovery of physical disqualification was made." by the 
Worshipful Master, and he simply declined to confer the degree because 
masonic law forbade it." 

A mason was convicted of a crime and seni to prison for twelve years; 
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his lodge tried him fo r the same offence and acquitted him : thcrc was no 

appeal, but, the case was brought before the Grand Lodge by the Grand 

Master; the committee well say: 

" The s itua tion evolved by t he action of the lodge is une of very gl'av~ 
iIn pol'tance to this Grand Lodge. The authorities of the sta te, t hrough the 
machin ery of the courts, has placed t.he brand of a felon upon a member of 
the Masonic BrotherilOod, and the opprobrium tha t will certa inly be enta iled 
upon Freemasonry by plac ing the seal of appruval upon one legally pro
noullced a criminal, will be felt by the whole institu tioll , and t he decis ion as 
to t he masonic sta tus of such an one is a question of too much importance 
to rest a lone upon the dec is ion of a lodge' of the vic inage of the crim e, whosp 
action may be influenced by the attend ing circumstances. if not local bias or 
prejudice. ";very such case should be appealed to t his Grand Lodge fo r a 
full in vest igat ion on the facts cert ified in the record. " 

The Grand Lodge ordered a transcript of a ll t he pi'oceedings sent uP. with 

the view of a prope l' in vest iga t ion by it, and adopted a l'Ule fo r such ca.~es in 

th e future: 

" That whenever a brothel' has been tried and convicted in the courts of 
the ~ountry of a felony, and he is subsequently tried by a lodge and ac
quitted, it shall be the duty of the Jun ior Warden to appeal the case to the 
Grand Lodge fo r revis ion." 

It was dec ided that ~t District Deputy Grand Mastel' cannot appcar in any 

lodge as proxy fo r 01' counsel for 0 1' against a brother charged with a masonic 

offence. 
The following in rela tion to the work was approved: 

" It is not propel' in order to expedite business, where there are a number 
of candidates ready to take the Master Mason's degree, to separately confer 
a portion of the degree on each candidate a t one meeting, leaving the degree 
only partly confen ed, close the lodge, and a t a subseqnent meeting confer 
the balance of the degree on anyone 0 1' more of the candida tes. The candi
dates should be taken one at a tim e, throngh all th e sections of a degree with
out interrupt ion, except t hat the explana tory portion of the degree Iliay be 
given to murc than one at the same t ime. In no event should the lodge be 
closed or called off, leav ing a candidate partly initiated into any degree; as 
this would be an iunovation on the long established custom." • 

A brothel' accused of mu rder was elected Master of a lodge, and he stood 

indicted therefor in the civil courts: objectiou was made to his installation: 

the Grand Master directed an investigation, the result of which was that it 

was decided th:tt he acted in self defence : his lodge refuseq to file charges 

against him, and the Grand Master in effect gave permission for his installa

tion unless charges should be preferred: we give the rest in the words (If the 

Grand Mastel': 

.. Later, however, and after mature deliberation, I wrote to Bro. P ard,ne 
a personal letter , in which it was stated, that a lthough there was no legal 
reason known to me why he should not be insta lled , ye t in my opinion , ill 
11 0 instance should a masun be elevated tu the highest position in his lodge 
while resting under the imputation of so grave a crime as he then was ; that 
while from the information received it seemed that he had not only not 
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violated a ny law, but had acted nobly and chivalronsly in defending himself 
and those deal' to him; yet, looking alone to the good of the craft at large, 
which should be dearer to every true mason than the preferment of himself 
or any individual mason, it would be better that he should refuse to be in
stalled until after the disposition of the indictments pending against him . 
His answer was most kind and courteous, and showed him to be strongly 
imbued with the true masonic spirit. It stated that, acting under the advice 
of well-informed brethren, he had already been installed; that he very much 
regretted not having received my letter before installation, and that he was 
ready to do my bidding in all respects. As he had been regularly insta lled, 
nothing further could be done, and he was so informed. The reason why 
this matter is here reported, is, that proper emphasis be given to the idea 
that no mason should ever be elected to or installed in any important office 
in his lodge while resting under the accusatio!1 of a grave crime, no matter 
how much he may be respected and loved by his brethren, nor how strongly 
they believe in his innocence. It is the highest type of Masonry to extend 
love and charity to a stricken brothel', and to defenrl and vindicate hiR good 
lIame when improperly traduced; but Masonry should neither directly nor 
indirectly ir,terfere with the administration of the law of the land nor at
tempt to forestall the action of the courts. The elec tioh of a mason to office 
by his lodge, while under indictment, is in effect a declaration that the 
brethrcn have passed upon the accusation and have found him innocent; 
and while thus vindicating the brotber, the craft at large may be implicated 
and its usefulness impaired. It is right to add, however, that recently the 
brothel' had been tried and acqnitted on both charges." 

I 
The position of the Grand Master in this last communication is undoubt-

edly correct, and the course indicated should al ways be followed in such 

cases. 
An unusual case gave rise to the application of now well settled principles 

of masonic law : 
"Since the last C0411l1Unicat ioll of this Grand Lodge th e tiupreme Court of 

the United States has decided that ( ~reer County is not:;, portion of the State 
of Texas, but that it is unoccupied territory of United States; and that 
couuty is now attached to, and has hecome a part of, the Territory of Okla
homa. As is well known, there are two lodges in eXistence in Greer County, 
working uuder charters from this Grand Lodge. " 

* * * * * * * * * 
" So far as I have been able to ascerta in the matter here presented is one 

ell t irely uew to masonic jurisprudence; and while it is not my desire to at
tempt to bind the Grand Lodge in regard thereto by my individual opin ion, 
yet it seems not improper for me to say that the on ly comse open for the 
Grand_Lodge, whicb has suggested itself to my mind, is to relinquish all 
claim to those lodges and to the territory embraced ill Greer County. So 
long as Greer County was in dispute, or its territory not occupied by any 
other masonic body, it was entirely right and within the scope of its au
thority, fo,!' this Grand Lodge to occupy it and exercise masonic jurisdiction 
therein. But Greer County having been by the court of last resort declared 
to be no part of the state of Texas; having beell attached to and brcome a 
part of the Territory of Oklahoma, and there being a regular Gralld Lodge 
in Oklahoma, it seem to me that masons in Greer County now owe allegianCIl 
to the Grand Lodge of Oklahoma. and no longer to this Grand Lodge." 

The Grand l~orlge adopted the following rrport and resolutions: 

"That Greer County, until recently, formed a part of the State of Texas 
and said lodges were rightfully and duly chartered by th is Grand Lodge. 



Corresp01zdence- Texas. 

Now, however, by a decision of the Supreme Court of the Un ited States, 
said county has been held to be no part of the st,tte of Texas, and by act of 
Congress the same has been attached to, and mane part of, the Territory of 
Oklahoma, and all civil and polit ical relations with th is state have been abro
gated and have ceased . 

.. It is manifest, therdore, that following the American rule and masonic 
clistom that these lodges should of right be transferred to the Grand Juris
diction of the Grand Lodge of Oklahoma Territory, ,tnd the adoption of the 
following resolution is recommended, to wit: . 

" Uesolved, 1. That Greer County hav ing become a part of the geograph
ical and political subdivis ion of our country known as Oklahoma TerrItory, 
the Grand Lodge of Texas hereby waives and yields jurisdiction over the 
said Mangum Lodge, No. 685, a nd Altus Lodge, No. 711, located in said 
cOllnty, to the Gran,l Lodge of Oklahoma, to take effect and be ii1 force froll1 
the first day of the next annual communication of the Grant! Lodge of Okla-
homa_ ' 

" Uesolved, 2_ That said lodges shall continue to work under their pres
ent charters with a ll the rights and pcwers granted by said charters from 
this Grand Lodge until the next annual comm lll1ication of the Grand Lodge 
of Oklahoma a nn until said Grand Lodge shall assume jurisdiction and issue 
new charterR to said lodges, then the charters under which said lodges are 
now working shall he surrcmderet! to this Grand Lodge a nd We authority 
conferred thereby shall cease." 

As the lodges were lawfu lly chartered, we think that their old charters 

should have been retained by the1n and properly endorsed by the Grand 

Lodge of Oklahoma. Wh at will the lodge have to show in order to prove 

the regnlarity of its previous work? But we are greatly pleased by the 

prompt decision of the Grand Lodge of Texas, becanse in all cases in which 

the same question has arjsen heretofore, the Grand Loclge situated as that 

of Texas was, has at first taken the opposite course and continued to claim 
jurisdiction, though ultimately in every case has y ielded, and yet we believe 

that in one of the cases the losing party still continnes to " ,cuss the court." 
In spite of the space which we are devoting to the Grand Master's address, 

and the matters contained in it, we deem the following worthy of the atten

tion of the brethren of Maine: 

" During the summer it 'contest' was had in one of the daily newspapers 
of the state as to who was the most popular minister; the one receiving the 
most votes to be given a paid-up policy in a life insurance company. My 
attention being called to the fact that one of the candidates was being adver
tised as the ' Ma.~onic Candidate,' 'Candidate of the A. F. & A. M.,' etc., 
on July 13th I wrote a letter to the paper, r eqnesti ng its publication in the 
, contest' column, in which letter it was stated that while it was not my 
desire to influence any person to vote, 01' not to vote for any candidate in 
the contest, my duty required me to deny to any person the ' right to be the 
candida te of Masonry in any contest whatever; that it was unmasim ic to 
make use of the wont' Masonry' or of an'y masonic word, device 01' ins ignia 
fo r the purpose of advancing the business or secular interest, of any individ
ual mason . All masons in this Grand Jurisdiction were warned not to make 
further use of anything masonic in connection with the contest. (The letter 
was prillted as requested, and no further allusion to things masonic was 
made in the contest. ) It is but just to the brother thus advertised, to state 
that he was not to blame for the unwarranted use of Masonry in connection 
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with his na me, and that he wrote to the publishers , asking them to notify 
a ll persons of the impropri ety thereof." 

A long report in relation to the location of the proposel) Widows' a nd 

Urphans' Home was made, but after discussion, the fullowing resoluti un 
W1lS adopted: 

" Resolved, That the report a lld resolutions of th e Board of Di rectors 
lucating the Widows' and Orphans' HOlIle be pustponed un t il the next Gra llrl 
Annual Communicat;on of this Grand Lodge, and that said Board be d irec ted 
to continue to invite bids for such location, and sublllit repol'L t hereon with 
such recommendations as they may thin k p ropcr to make, at said lIext 
annual communica tion. " 

Th e expected report was made the special onler for ten o'clock on the 

third day of the next session. 

We ha ve often found that the maxim " Haru cases a re the quicksands of 

the law" applies a lso in Masonry. But while the Grand Lodge had before it 

an inexpressibly hard case, it did not allow its sy mpathi es to be the quick

sands of its duty. A fter stating th e cnse, wh ich call ed for sy mpathy, as fe w 

cases do, the comm ittee proceed: 

" While thus express ing these sentirnents, we deem it prope l' to state that, 
so far as we are informed, no s imilar question has ever been before this, 0 1' 

any other, Grand Lodge, and we a re ent irely without a precedent to guid e 
us. We du not believe that this Grand Lodge 0 1' the subord in ate lodges of 
Texas, as masuns, have any jurisuiction of such matters, and nny action 
that we might take as a Grand Lodge would be im proper and hurtful to 
Masonry. If a mason is convicted in Texas and sentenced to the state peni
tentia ry under the forms of law, would the Grand or subord ina te lodges of 
Texas officially petition the Governor of Texas for h is pardon under any 
c ircumsta nces? Certa inly 110t. "Would masons, as such, do so? Again 
we answer , no. A mllson would sign such a petitioll , if at a ll , in his incli
vidual capacity , and not then as a mason, but as a citizen. Masonry in its 
anciellt landmarks enjoins us to be good citizens and to obey the civil magis
t rate, which meallS that we should support the legally constituted civil and 
political au thorities of the state in the execut ion of the laws enacted fo r th e 
government of a ll the citizens-whether Illasons 0 1' not-and for the protect
Ion of life, liberty alld property. A lII ason guil ty of crime is amenable to 
the general law and should be punished the same as others. There never 
was a greater slander of Masonry than the assertion, often made by 11011 -
masons, that if a mason comm its a crime his masonic brethren will shield 
him and secure his exemption from punishment. 

H We believe that it does not comport with the dignity of the li rand Lodge 
of Texas to peti tion the civil authori t ies of this 0 1' any uth er state or coun t ry 
fo r the pardon of a mason convicted and imprisoned under the fo rms uf 
law, and for tha t reason we recomlllend that no further action be had by 
the Grand Lodge in this tna tter." 

We have often known simila r action to he in voked, and ye t while masons 

lII ay act becall se they a're masons, they must not act in the name of lVl"asunry. 

The Report" on Correspondence ( 136 pp.) was presented by Bro. THo ~l.\ s 

;\L MATTHEW S. 

In his review of Maille, he S,lYS : 
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"We must confess we are surprised, and sorry, too, to see that Bro. 
DrulOmond condones, if he does not endorse, the use of 'cipher rituals.' 
We cannot understand it, unless the O. B. which he has taken, and that 
which we took, are different. If a man swears he will not do a thing, and 
thell straightway goes and does it, by what name can it be called if not per
jury? Again. Imving voluntarily and without reservation taken such an 
obligMlOn, we do not believe that any person, or set of persons, can absolve 
him therefrom. Such is the standpoint from which we view it, and we 
confess we can see it in no other way. Certain it is, that if we were to make a 
Cipher ritual ourself, or permit another to do it, if in our power to prevent 
it, we would feel that we had perjured ourself. Grand Lodges did not, if 
we are correctly informed, make the O. B's. The latter existed, or were in 
usc, long before the former were thought of, and how, therefore, could they 
absolve the individual who voluntarily assumes the O. B. 's? 

" When this question is to us satisfactorily answered, perhaps then, but 
not tUi then, can we believe that cipher rituals are' all right,' and that it is 
110 violation of the O. B. to make and use them. We have, with much in
terest, pleasure and profit, read this masterful paper of our brother, and 
alllong his lOany good ones this is, we believe, the best one we have seen." 

If his memory is good, there 1I1u.~t be a difference; what that difference is, 

he will know by this time if he has looked through this report. 

He says fnrther: 

"Our good brother chides us just a little for what we have so often said 
about thc granting clispensations by Grand Masters to .confer degrees out of 
tillie, thus overriding, 01' setting aside, as we have seen fit to term it, the 
organic law, saying that in so doing' they do not override the law, but that 
they exercise a power given by a m,tsonic law, to except ca.~es from another 
litw.' All we have to say is to submit, that if the constitution says that a 
petition shitll lie over one month before it ballot is titken on it by the lodge, 
or that after the conferring a degree one month shall elitpse before another 
is conferred, and the Grand Master gives permission to do awity with, or 
confer the degree in less than the required time, wbat is it but setting aside, 
01', as we called it, 'ovelTiding' the litw? Grant that the same constitution, 
or, more frequently, all edict, in certain cases, or under certain conditions, 
gives to the Grand Master the right to waive the time. It certainly intends 
that it shall be ,lone only in rare and extraordinary cases, and it was surely 
not intended that it should be done upon any excuse, however frivolous, as 
is far too often the citse. But enough now. We hitve already said more 
t.han it was at first our intention to Sit)'." 

Lodges formerly had the power to decide for themselves when sufficient in

quiry into the character of a candidate had been made, and to determine when a 

candidate hitd made proficiency for advancement. But it was found that 

abuses grew up in some lodges, "uel a law was enacted, necessarily applicitble to 

all lodges, making a time limit; but recognizing the absurdity of assuming that 

the same length of time is necessary in all cases, the power of the Grand Master 

to grant relief in cases in which good reasons for doing so existed, was rec

ognized or expressly granted. While in most jU!'isdictions, there is now no 

time limit between the degrees, the tendency to make one is on the increase; 

just as if it takes every man just so long to become proficien"t. Now we 
want to say td Bro. MATTHEWS that these time limits have not been wholly 

productive of good. They encourage carelessness, carelessness in investigating 
App. 31 G. L. 
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the fitness of applicants and the degree of proficiellcyacquired. We have 
beell forced to think that Grand Masters arc more 011 the alert to discover 
whether the time limit ll\w has been fully obeyed than they are 1.0 leam if 
the necessary due inqui ry into character or proficiency has bcenlllade. We 
speak whereof we know, when we state that there is a disposition in lodges 
to assu me that if the t ime-limit is observed, nothing or scarcely anything 
further is necessftry. · The duties of Committees of Investigatioll ftre more 
carelessly performed thftn in the olden time. 0 11 the contmi·y, when ft d is· 
pensation is a~ked for, the most thorough investigfttion necessary is made 
before the request. We have often challenged" all comers" to name a 
s ingle case in which ft dispensation-made mason has proved unfit, ami our 
glove still lies where we threw it. Will Bro. MATTIIEWS pick it up? 

\ ,V" e had noted other parts of th is report for extract ami concurring C0111-

ment, but time c!tlls a halt. 

UTAH, 1897. 

It had beeH the intention to celebrate the twenty-fifth ann iverHary of the 
organization of this Graud Lodge last autumn. The arrangements were to 
ue made and the expense largely borne by the masolls of Salt Lake City, 
but they had just erected and furnished a masonic temple, and it would have 
been impossible for them to prov ide the means for a proper celebration witb

out incurring a debt that would be deemed tlllwise to incur, and to their 
credit" they used their means for furnishing their new temple. 

But while the masons of Utah lost the celebration, the Grand Lodge has 
given to them and to the frftternity an exceedingly good substitute. These 
Proceedillgs contain portraits alld cuts of masonic hftlls, etc., which ill them

selves are quite a history of the craft in Utah. 
The portraits of aU the Past Grand Masters, of the present Gmnd Master 

and ' of the Grand Secretary are given in these Proceedings. We not.c th;tt 

with two exceptions no Grand Master served more than one ye;tr; "one sen cd 

two years, but not consecntively, and another ser ved three years cOllsec
utively"; S'o that they have had twenty-two Past Grand Mitsters.. Of these, 
sixteen are still living, so that this young Grand Lodge, of only twenty-five 
years of age, has more Past Grand Masters than our own Grand Lodge, more 
than three times as old. Cuts are given of the hall in which the tirst two 

- lodges were organized; of the first hall in Salt Lake City, which was in use 

five years; of the second hall in the same city, which was in use a little less 
than five years; of tbe third hall , which was in use twenty years, and of the 
fourth hall , which W,tS dedicated in l S()(). We have been familiar with this 
Grand Lodge since its organization, aud we could not help noticing the history 

of its growth and prosperity as shown in the changes from one hall to another 
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at Salt Lake City. The one just dedicated compares with the first very 
much as the Grand Lodge now corresponds with the Grand Lodge at the 
time of its organization. We wonld be very glad if we could, in Portland, 
matcb the masonic temple just erected in Salt Lake City. 

Cuts of some of the rooms, and hpecially the Grand Secretary's office, witlt 

the GrUlul Secretary in it, are given in these Proceedings, which show that 
its interior armngement corresponds with its outward appearance. Cuts are 
givpn also of various halls in other locations in the state, and as we have 
already said. we can almost trace the history and growth by these cuts alone. 

Photographs of two of the lodge charters are given, one issued by the 
Grand Lodge of Kansas and the other by the Grand Lodge of Colorado. 
The charter of the third lodge, or rather we should say of the first lodge, 
has been lost, and it suggests how much better it would have been if the rnle 
which we believe is the correct one had been followed: that is to say, that 
if, insteacl of surrendering the charter to the mother Grand Lodge and issu
ing a new one to the lodge in its place, the lodge had retained its old charter 
with the action of the Grand Lodge endorsed upon it. We have no doubt, 
as the Grand Secretary says, that its loss is very greatly regretted. We pre
sume, however, that the charter issued in place of it is so worded as .to give 
lawful evidence of the existence of the lodge from tbe time when it was really 
fi rst organ ized. 

A brief accounL of the dedication of the new masonic hall is given, and it 
was e~idently an occasion of great interest, not only to the masons of the city 
but to those of the whole jurisdiction. 

At the annual comlIlunication the Grand Master (WILLIA~[ TIIOAL\S 
IhLLlY) thus speaks of the condition of the cmft: 

" The growth 01 our institution is, as would naturally be expected , depend
ent to a large degree if not entirely, upon the growth and progressive con
dition of the country. They both prosper together as well as feel alike the 
depression of hard times. The stagnation of business that has been sorely 
felt throughout every section of our country has also been felt by business 
concerns of all classes in the young State of Utah. In spite of these hard 
times and general depression , however, the records show all increase of 
twenty-five in membership over that of last year. Quite a llumber of 
'drones ill th e hive ' have been weeded ont, leaving a zealous residue in a 
prosperous condition, and among whqm the greatest of peace and harmony 
prevails. Other matters relative to the lodges, as tb their financial condition 
and work, will be given to you in the report of the Grand Secretary." 

He presented to the Grand Lodge, as our representative, the resolutions 
in relation to rejected candidates, and he adds: 

" I am of the opinion that more uniformity in legislation in this matter 
would be productive of much good, and that portion of this resolution which 
requires a rejected candidate to re-apply to the lodge which rejec ted him, 
and to no other lodge except that he have tbe cousent of the lodge so reject,.. 
ing him, is good masonic law, and such is ill vogue in our jurisdiction. I 
think, however, that the limit of five years placed upon sllch rejectioll is 



470 C orrespondence- Utah. 

possibly longer than there is any real npcessity for. A rejected candidate 
in this Grand Jurisdiction can apply to the lodge rejecting him six months 
after his rejection, and can continue to 00 so each s ix months thereafter; 
but he cannot apply to any other lodge in the jurislliction unless he have the 
consent of the lodge so rejecting him. 

"I have always believed that if there were more uniformity in the legis
lation of the various Grand J"odges, much good would be accomplished, and 
I will recommend that this resolution from the Grand Lodge of Maine, be 
referred to propel' comm ittee for consideration." 

When we read this we were hoping that' the Committee on Jurisprudence 

woulo take time to examine the matter carefully, aud we had little douht 
but that, if they did so, their views would harmonize with those of the 

Grand Master, but we are d isappointed. The comm ittee reported, and the 

Grand Lodge adopted the following: 
" Your committee begs leave to report on that portion of the Grand 

Master's address referring to the commun ication received by him as repre
sentative of the Grand Lodge of Maine; that we see no reason for deviating 
from the established rule made by this Grand Lodge that one year's re~i
dence within this' jurisdiction entitles a profane to petition for the degrees; 
and the further protection that he shall state in his petition whether or no 
he has been rejected within six months, affords ample safeguard against un
worthy applicants. " 

We regret that the comm ittee did not apprehend the purpose of thc com
munication, but we more deeply regret, and are pamed to find, how Iow an 

idea of the fitness of a man to be made a mason must prevail in that juris

diction. If he has not been rejected within six months, that time is suffi

c ient to determine whether a stranger is a fit mall to be made a mason. 

This overwhelms the consideration that the Grand Lodge of Utah does not 

feel called upon to do anything to prevent the d iscord which has already 
arisen between other Grand Lodges, and which is very likely to arise in 

that jurisdiction if she should undertake to follow tbe "special rule" made 

by tbat Grand Lodge, and confer the degrees on candidates rejected in otber 

jurisdictions. But we repeat, this is of very little consequence as compared 
with the low estimate which ev idently is required of candidates in that

jurisdiction. 
The Wisconsiu proposition was also received and acted upon. The same 

course was taken and the same reasons given as have becil taken an'd given 

in the other jurisdictionS'. 
The Grand Master pays a deserved tribute to Grand Secrctary " CHRIS. 

DIEHL." We have never met him, but the face which looks out upon us 

from this book seems like one familiar to us for years. 
Some movement has be.en on foot in relation to the lihrary, which has not 

been apparently successful. It was impossible for tbe Grand Lodge to care 

for a general lib rary, although composed, to quite an extent, of masonic 

works, and it turned over to an Association ten thousand volumes or 

more, but for want of funds (he work could not be carried on in accordance 
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with previous expectatious. There appears to be a movement to turn it 

over to the city. and if the city will undertake to maintain it we think the 

movement a wise one, even if the Grand I,odge gives to the city a ll that it 

has expended for the library. We think, however, that the masonic library 

proper was not turned over to the Association, but has been retained by the 

Grand Lodge, which now seems to have somewhere neal' fourteen hundred 

bound volumes. If we are correct, we are glad that th is is so, because a 

Grand Lodge can find room for and support and mainta!n a strictly masonic 

library, when it would be exceedingly unwise to maintain and care for a 

general library. 
A revised Constitution and Code of By-Laws were adopted, but they are 

not given in these Proceedings. 

The signet ring presented to, the Grand Lodge for the Grand Master, by 

Bro. A LIIION n. E)I ER Y, now deceased, was presented to the incoming Grand 
Master with an address of much beauty, to whicb he responded in a sim ilar 
strain. As Bro. EMlmy was a native" of Maine, we have looked a t his 

portrait with much interest, and it seems to us tu bespeak the high character 

(If the man. Of course, the knowledge that he was from Maine is quite 

likely to affect the manner in which we see him. But his face seems to I1S 

familiar, and we cannot help believing that we see in it the resemblance to 
families here in Maine. 

The Heport on Correspondence (tl2 pp.) was presented by Bro. CIIHI STO

PIH;H DlI~ lIl" It is signed by a jac simile of his autograph, but it does not 

look natura l. To HS he is always" CHRIS. DIEHL," although, perha,ps, his 

whitening locks should require us to be less fam iliar. However, as we think 

we are the older, we doubt if we change our habit! 

But we are surprised at one thing. We never thought that he would call 
"Freemasonry by hard. names, but he says" Freemasonry is a Fratel'llity, an 

Institution, ein jJfenschheitsbuncl." The first part of this quotatiou is all 

r ight, but if the last part of It is not a hard. name, what can be? And he 
prints it in italics too! 

I-lis report is br iefer than nsual, but he condenses very much into a very 

brief space. He says: 

"Ancient Landmarks 01' no Ancient Landmarks, we do not believe that a 
liquor dealer is the right kind of timber for a masol1lc edifice." 

In his review of Wyoming he says: 

" In Wyoming a Past Master may open and transact business of a lodge 
in the absence of the Master and the Wardens. A resolution to repeal the 
law was negatived by a vote of twenty-four to nine. In Uta,h a lodge can
not be opened withont the presence of the Master or one of the "Wardens, 
but we have read in some law book that in • ye olden tim es ' th e Wyoming 
statute was the law. W e cannot now lay ou r hand on the book, h ence can not 
quote, wish we could. " 
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Look in the second edition of Anderson's Constitutions, published in 1738, 

Bro. DllmL, and you will find it. 

VER.MONT, 1896. 

The frontispiece is a capit>l.1 portrait of Past Gra.nd Mast.er LAYANT M. 
RI,AD, and following it is a sketch of him by Bro. 'I-TAu. 

:Four special communications were held to dedicate masonic halls. On 

three of the occasions the exercises were public. 

The Grand Master (KITTRlmGE HASKINS) refers to mauy matters of local 

interest, and of the conrlition of the craft says: 

"I am pleased to report that this Grand Jurisdiction is at peace with the 
whole world . Nothing has occurred to disturb that harlllony and brotherly 
affection which luts heretofore existed between us and other Grand Jurisdic
tions, ami which is essential til the well being of our beloved Order. At 
home, nothing has occurred to ma.r the beauty and symmetry of the masonic 
edifice which has been erected in the hearts of all true lLnd loyal brethren. 
I am not aware that any brother has a grievance to be submitted for your 
consideration at this session. This is evidence of the excellent discipline 
which prevails, and of the high standard to which Masonry has attained in 
this jurisdiction. The returns made by the subordinate bodies show an in
crease in membership that is encouraging. And, upon the whole, I have 
reason to believe that the work of conferring the degl'ees was never better 
or lIIore impressively rendel'ed than now; and that there is existing among 
the brethren an honest rivalry as to ' who best can work and best agree.' 
It behooves us all to strive to ever keep it so." 

He made quite a number of decisions, among which wa,s one which recalls 

action s imilar to that once taken in a lodge in th is state: 

"That while it is highly improper for a candidate, at. any stage, to be 
electioneeI'ed into the Order by advocacy and speech-making, still I hold 
t.hat previolls to the ballot being passed it is proper for any brothel' to rise 
and explain who the cand idate is that they are about to ballot for, and what 
his qualifications, espe..:ially where there is danger that hijl name may ve 
confounded with that of another person living within the jurisdiction of the 
lodge. " 

In the case in Maine referred to, however, llothing was said of the qualifi
cations, but only the identity of the candidate was pointed out, and while he 

had previously been twice rejected he was accepted after this explanation 

ha.d heen made. No doubt the previous rejections were caused by the 
mistake of identity. 

He refers to the District Deputies' meetings in terms of high commenda

tion , He urges every officer to rea.cl the address of the Gmnd Lectlll'er, 

delivered on the occasion and published with these Proceedings; an(1 we wish 

every District Deputy in Maine could do the same thing. 

The Grand Master, in th is connection, expresses sentiments which perhaps , 

will hav!) a familial' sound in our Grand Lodge: 
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"To this end, I earnestly appeal to thp. r epresentatives of the subordinate 
lodges, here present, that in submitting to the Graud Lodge nominations for 
District Deputies of their masonic districts, respectively, it be, only, of such 
brethren as are at this time thorou~hly qualified, and love the work. The 
'step ladder' process which some subordinate lodges practice in choosing 
their officers from year to year, is not always for the best interest of the 
lodge, or of the Institution of Masonry. A brother, no matter ' how clever 
or popular he may be with the members of his lodge, unless he is an earn est 
mason, constant in his attendance upon the meetings, can see a reason for, 
and beauty in every forl1l and g radation, he has 11 0 right to expect promotion 
to office; and the brethren who confer such honors UpOIl him are to a great 
extent responsible that the work of their lodge is no better done. 80 in 
making nomirHttions of your District Deputies, neither age, wealth, location 
nor popularity a lone, slJOuld recommend a ny brother to the position. lI e 
stands as the representative of the Grand Master, and if pilss ible, he should 
be qlUtlified for one. Neither ~hould any iron-clad rule of rotation disqualify 
a brother, unl ess you can fill the office with another equally as good. During 
the past winter I have had opportunity to see and to kn ow how absolutely 
essential it is, to th e well being of Masonry , that Oul" District Deputies be 
selected by reason of their eminent fitness and. qualifications ior the duties 
of the office. To adopt. any other course will , of necessity, lower the stand
ard of Masonry in the district that does it," 

In respect to one question he says, ana we fully agree with him: 

" I have received a number of applications, during the year , requesting 
me to secure a waiver of jurisdictioH over candidates coming here to reside 
from other states, and before they had been res idents of th is state twelve 
months. In every casc I have received the reply , in effect, that the candi
date not being a res idellt of their state tbey had nothing to waive, which, to 
my mind, was an unanswerable position. In one or two cases, however, oy 
making a personal appeal to the Grand Master to have the request granted 
in order to meet the requirement of our Standing Resolutiou of 1887, I have 
succeeded in obtaining the waiver, In one case, a lodge in a s ister jurisdic
tion voted 'hs follows: 'While we do not claim jurisdiction of a candidate, 
yet if we have any it is hereby waived. ' " 

The (;rand Lodge has undertaken to build a new masonic teltlple at Bur

lington, and a cut of the pmposed temple is given in the Proceed ings, The 

brethren are mak ing haste slowly, and we think th eir course is a wise one, 

but they have taken hold of it in deep earnest and we have no doubt of a 
successful outcome. 

The Grand Lecturer 's report s,hows that he has been a faithful, diligent 

and successful officer and fully merits tilE' tribute paid to his work by the 

Grand Master. 

We have run rapidly through the reports of the District Deputies and find 
that the lodges are generally in a very prosperous condition, aml al'e apprrr

ently doing excellent work and exhibiting a due degree of care that th e 

material shall be fit for Masonry. 

The Report on Correspondence (1G5 PP,) was presented by Bro, MARSH 

O. PERK I NS, who continues togive that full abstrac t of important action and 
instructive sayings which we have been accustomed to find in hi l:l report, 

and which requires the expenditure of much time and labor. If, however, 
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he would sandwich in more of his comments th e reviewers would like his 

report better . 
We fin d enough to let I\S know that he is aga inst perpetual jurisd iction, 

but we cannot tell what h is views are upon the other question of practically 
more importance, what the effect of a rejection during the t ime-limit is. 

He quotes very fully from the P roceedings of our Grand Lodge, 1895, say
ing that he would like to quote the whole of Grand Master B UR BA N K' S con

clusion , but says he mnst be content with the par t relating to p rofani ty, 
" which ought to s ink deep in the heart of every offending brother." 

He devotes some space to our " Diamond Anniversary " (>xercises, and 
from his statements Vermont stands with Ma ine in relation to most of th e 
matters then discussed. 

He refers to our criticism of a dec ision of his Grand Master in relatiOn to 
the powers of a Past Master 'presiding in a lodge on the in vita tion of the 
Warden. GJ.!on reviewing our remarks, we fi nd that we inadver tently went 
farth er than we in tended. W e still hold that the occ upant of the chair has 
all the powers of the Master in govern ing the lodge while he is in the cha'ir, 
but we are of opinion that the Warden can resume the chair when he pleases; 
and this applies only to cases in which Past Masters have th e right to pre
side in the absence of the Master. In this repor t we have a.lready referred 

to one or more decisions holding the same view as we do. 

In his conclusion, he sltys: 
" A ttention is again called to Mexican Masonry, which has been freely 

discussed during the past few years, and we query, whether Ve 'mont may 
not join with Texas, New York, North Dakota and Kansas in extending fra
ternal recogui t ion to the Gran Dieta. We earn estly commend this subject 
to the careful study and consideration of our brethren, that they may be 
prepared to act intelligently in the matte r, whenever action may be de
manded. " 

We do not find, however, t hat he refers to this subject else where in the 
Proceedings, and we suppose that the brethren must depend somewhat upon 
him to furnisll them the means of "careful study and consid era tion." We 
were hoping to find in his repor t an examination of the case and a statement 

of the conclusions to which he hall arrived. 

VIRGINIA, 1896. 

The portrait of Rev. Dr. GEORGE W. D AME, Grand Chaplain, who had 
d ied dnring the year, is given as a fron t. ispiece. Bro. DAME was born in 
Rochester, New Hampshire, July 27, 1812. He was educated in Virginia 
by his uncle, and commenced the study of medicine : but having been elected 

an II)structor in a College, he became a teachel·. He was elec ted Principal 
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of Danville Female Seminary in 1840, and at the same time entereo the 

ministry, thus beginning his long career of usefulness. 

He was made a mason iu 1833, the year in which he attained his majority: 
in 1840, he became a member of Roman Eagle Lodge in Danville: of this 

looge he was Master twenty-eight years, and mallltained an active inte.rest 
till his death. 

He was appointed Grand Chaplain of the Grand Lodge in 1863, was electeo 
Grand Prelate of the Grand Commandery in 1864, and was Grand Chaplain 
of the Grand Chapter in 1870, and served continuously in these ' offices till 
~is death-a length of service not parallelled in either, as we nnderstand, in 

. the history of the Fraternity. 

lIe WlL~ elected Grand High Priest in 18(;5, and served two years. The 
writer was serving in the same office in Maine a part. of the same time, and 
he well remembers the thrill of joy with which he received the photograph 

of Bro. DAME, with a most fraternal message that in those days had a signifi
cance that can hardly be appreciated in these. .We treasure that photograph 
among our most precious possessions. 

The Grand Lodge held a special communication to lay the comer stone of 
the J efferson Davis Monument in Richmond. 

As some questions have arisen in relation to these ceremonies, and as this 
Grand Lorlge is one of the oldest and most conservativt: in the world, we 

note its method of proceeding in certain particulars. 

The Grand Lodge" was opened in ample form": the purpose of the meet
ing was announced by the M. W. Grand Master: visiting Past Grand Masters 
of South Carolina, West Virginia, Lonisiana and Tennessee and the Grand 
Secretary of Mississippi were introduced, saInted anel delivered eloquent and 
fraternal addresses, to which appropriate, earr.est and feeling responses were 
made by Bros. V{EI,LFORD and WI'J'I·mlls. 

" The Grana Lo(lge was forme' I in thefollow'iny oraer of proce.~sion," under 
the direction of the Grand Marshal. We do not copy the order of proces
sion: it was in the usual order. Th e Square, Level and Plumb and the . 
Golden Vessels were carried by the four visiting Past Grand Masters: the 
Orders, the Great Lights (with attending Large Lights) and the Book of Con
stitutions were carried by brethren selected for the purpose. The proces

sion was escorted by a Commandery of Knights Templar. 

After music and the" Grand Lodge called up," prayer WlL~ offered . Tbe 
Grand Master then said ('italics ours): 

"Bro. Grand Senior Warden, the Most Worshipful Grano Lodge of Vn'
ginia, having been invited to lay the corner stone of the monnment here to 
be erected by the Jefferson Davis Monument Association, it is my order 
that the Graml Lodge do now proceed. to the performance of that important 
ceremony. This, my will and pleasure, YOll will communicate to the Grand 
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Junior Warden, and he to the assembled brethren, that all may have due 
notice thereof. " 

This was reported by the Grand Wardens and the" Grand Lodge seated." 
The ceremonies then proceeded as usual: the following- descriptioll of plac
ing the stone is given: 

"The {}rand Master with the Trowel standing at the East, with the Deputy 
Grand Master with the Square on his right, the Grand Senior Warden with 
the L evel at the West, and the Grand .Junior Warden with the Plwn/I at the 
South side of the stone. The Grand Master spreads the cement, after which 
he directs the Grand Marshal to order the craftmen to lower thl\ eap-stone. 
This is done with three motions: First. Lowering the stone a few inches, 
and stopping while the Grand Honors are given. Second. Lowering again 
a few inches and repeating the Grand Honors. Third. Lowering to it~ 
place and repeating the Grand Honors. The Square, Level and Plumb are 
then applied to the stone by their respective bearers, and all return to their 
stations. " 

At the conclusion of the ceremonies, the Grand Lodge, under the escort 

of the comlllandery, returned to the hall, transacted sOll1e business and 
closed. 

Additional importance must be attached to this, because the .ceremonies 
were participated in by the representatives of fiv e other Gralld Lodges. We 

think that the carping against this met.hod should now cease. 

In his address at the annual communication, the Grand Master (.JOIIX P. 

FITZGEHAI.D) says : 

"Comparatively few applications for special dispensations have been 
made, and those received were similar in their character to those acted on 
and reported last year. BI'ethren have learned that it is better to follow 
the letter of the law than that the Grand Maste l' should suspend its opera
tion to gratify their wishes in some particular case, and have abstained from 
making such request. Th ere have been instances, however, when seei llg 
there could result no illjury to the craft, I have allowed proced ure other
wise than that prescribed by law. I have not considered that sucll special 
dispensations as I have granted belonged to the class which must be authen
ticated by the seal of the Grand Lodge, and conseq uent ly no revenue was 
deri ved therefrom." 

* * * * * * ~ * * 
"I am fully persuaded that our laws which place a member of a lodge, 

who has been suspended for the non· payment of monthly diles, upon the 
same footing with one who has been snspenued or expelled afte r tria l for a 
masonic offence, in tllat they provide the same procedure for each in order 
to be re-instated and restored, should be so amended as to provide that one 
who has been suspended for non-payment of monthly clues, shall upon their 
payment be-ipso factore-instatedlnto the rights and benefits of Masonry and 
restored to membership in the lodge which suspended hhn and others of 
which he may have been a member at the time of his suspension, unl ess aL 
the time of such restorat ion objection be made and cbarges preferred for some 
offence committed during the time of his suspension. I all1 fully aware that 
much can be sai.l both for and agalllst this snggestion, but 1 believe it would 
be to tlle best interest of Masonry to adopt it." 

He presented the action of our Grand Lodge in relation to rejected candi

dates, saying: 
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"The Grand Lodge of Maine is without a representative near this Grand 
Lodge, and therefore I thus bring the resolutions before you. The very 
decided position taken by us at the last Grand Communication upon the 
subject of perpetual jurisdiction seems to render unnecessary any further 
action, except to acknowledge the receipt of the communication." 

The committee, whose report was adopted, say: 

"In regard to the communication from the Grand Lodge of Maine, asking 
our coiiperation in securing uniform legishttion in relation to the status of 
rejected candidates, and the suggestion of aEserting the jurisdiction of the 
rejecting lodges over them for the term of five years, your committee fully 
concnr with the Grand Master . 

.. This subject was considered at our last Grand Aunual Commnnication 
in the report of the committee upon the correspondence of the Grand Mastel' 
with the Grand Masters of Illinois and Pennsylvania. In that correspond
ence our Grand Mastel' assumed as the masonic law of Virginia, that our 
lodges did not claim for themselves 01' recognize in lodges of different juris
dictions any right of perpetual jllrisdiction over rejected profanes. The re
port of the committee approved his action as in full conformity to the Astab
lish ed masonic law of Virginia, and that report was adopted by the Granrl 
Lodge. In view of this recent and well-considerecj action -with all fraternal 
deferenr,e to the differing opinion of our brethren in Maine-we see no 
occ~tSion for any reconsider'ttion of this question." 

Of the Wisconsin proposition, tht'y say: "Your committee cannot assent 

to its wisdom or propriety." 

The Grand Mastel' argued this year as he did last year, very earnestly 

against allowing lodges to adopt codes of by-laws. The matte'!, was dis

cussed by committees allCj a " model code" proposed: it was finally ordered 

that the proposed code and the reports should be printed in the Proceedings, 

in order that "the attention of the lodges might be called to it, and that the 

malter be specially assigned for consideration on the first day of the next 

annual session. 

Great interest was manifiested in the Masonic Home, which seem~ to be 

in a very flourishin g condition. A proposition was made to levy a per capita 

tax of twenty-five cents annnally: the committee reported against. adopting 

it at this time, saying among other things: 

"YonI' committee is in full and thorough sympathy with all that can be 
said or done looking toward the advancement ofthe interest of this splendid 
masonic charity, but at the same time we realize the fact that the real sup
porters of this institution are to be found in the ranks of the Brotherhood 
of the masons of Virginia, and in our judgment the Grand Lodge should be 
very careful to take no step, not imperatively necessary, wbich might in any 
way tend to weaken the hold of the Masonic Hume on the affections of the 
brethren, for the craft very justly regards every increase of the dues to the 
Grand Lodge as a masonic tax, levied by the Grand Lodge on the resources 
of the individual mason, and the exercise of this power by the Grand Lodge 
should always be carefully guarded, and at all times limited to actually ex
isting demands." 

The committee reported that a portrait of Bro. WILLIAM B. ISAACS had 
been secured: one bad been ordered in his life t ime, but when partially 
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completed, work on it was at first suspended by his illness, and then stopped 

by the death of the artist. For some reason the comm ittee in charge were 
not even allowed to see it, and only obtained it by purchase at auction. 
Fortunately, it was so nearly fillished, that it was practicable for another 
artist to complete it. Much pleasure, in which brethren everywhere share, 
was expressed at having it hung on the wall of the Temple. 

We welcome with great delight the Report on Correspondence (65 pp.)
brief though it be: it is signed by the fu ll committfle; but we believe it to . 

bave been written by our former co-laborer, WII~ r" ' AM F. DIlINKAIlD. Our 
special cause for joy is, that he has sufficiently recovered his health to be 

able to wrlte it. 

The title of the Grand Lodge of "Alabama and its Masonic .Jurisdiction " 
puzzles him. We suspect that the latter words were origina lly used, be
cause in those days, Grand Lodges established lodges in the Territories where 
no Grand Lodge had been established . In like manner the Gntnd Lodge of 
Pennsylvania st ill retains in its official title, " Pennsylvania and the 
Mason ic Jurisdictioll thereunto belonging." We understand this to incl ude 
lodges outside of the State of Pennsylvania, if there are any: in former times 
there were many such lodges; but now, we apprehend, the add it ion to the 
name is a mere matter of form, practically. 

We believe that the following is the old law, though it is now generally 
held that the one who casts a black ball has no right to say so. This new 
prohibition does not come within the reason of the rule and ought not to 

be a part of it: 

" We hold that no member has a right to inquire directly or indirectly 
how another has voted, and that no member casting a wkitc ball has a rig ht 
to say so, in order to thus prevent anyone fin(ling out who cast the black 
ball; but that a member casting a black ball can avow it or not as he pleases, 
but no one has a right to criticise his action or question his motives." 

There may be exceptions, as we think, to the other rule: at any rate, a 
case came near arising which we then thought would b~ an exception. A 
mason was accused of maliciously black-balling a cand idate, and so high was 
the feeling, that the filing of c.harges was contemplated, in which an essen
tial allegation was the casting of a black ballot: we came to the conclusion 
that the accnsed was entitled to deny the allegation, and ,mpPol't the denial 

by his testimony. Fortunately, the accuser, who relied upon an a lleged state
of the accused, found that the statement was never made, and withdrew the 
accusation. We are still of the opinion that we then formed. 

In this connection, we qnote the follow ing: 

" 'Ve require him to apply to the same lodge, unless he has removed from 
its jurisdiction, and then we require the facts to be stated in his petition, 
and we want to know the reason why if possible." 
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We commend the following to Bro. S I:>'GLETON (who was a Virginia mason ) 

and others who think with him: 

" Wh o would care to be thus Granrl Master in name on ly and subject to 
a const itution in a ll orga)lization, aile of the corner-stones of which is the 
Master's prerogative, ft nd which was in full working order before men ever 
thought about constitut ional government?" 

In his rev iew of Cftlifornia, he thus mftintains views which we have been 

ad vacating for many years: 

" Th e Grand Mastel'. in answer to tile question as to whe ther a Past 
Master of another jurisdiction could, by reqnest, install officers, decided that 
a Past Master in Californ ia was one who had earned tbe title by actual 
service there on ly , a nd then adds that he can see no reason why a Past Grand 
officer or a Past Mastel' of another jurisdiction might not be invited by one, 
having himself the anthor ity , to install officers . This seems to be taking 
both sides of the question. Unr custom is to recognize as Past Masters and 
thereby me m bel's of the Granrl Lodge all who have served the full term for 
which they were elected as Masters of regularly constitnted lodges in this 
or any other jurisdic tion, provided they are members in good standing in 
some Virginift lodge. It seems difficult to see how we would acquire the 
masonic right to reducc an actnal Past Master to the ranks for no other 
crime than that of making his masonic hOl1lc in the old Commonwealth." 

Of course we need Ilot say that we concur ill t his: 

" He also, as do so mauy Grand Masters, calls attention to the imperfec
tions of their constitut ion, bm recommends caution as to its amendm ent. 
If his prerogat ive were properl y recognized and a simple Methodical Digest 
of Grand Lodge laws substituted for this modern inu ovation, could not he, 
whenever he fonnd special cases aris ing to which it did not well apply, by 
his dispensation overcome tI:\.e trouble? Would it not be better to let the 
code of laws be his guide and counselor aud his usefnl servant in carrying 
out the purposes of t h9 Grand Lodge than to make it a constitution from 
which he cannot escape, even when to follow its provisions absurdly pre
vents him from accolJ1pli~hing those purposes? Ought not he to be Grand 
Master of Masons in Canada, and as sucb, captain of the ship instead of a 
mere executive officer afraid to act in emergencies for fear of violating all 
organic law made before the emergency arose? " 

The change suggested in the following would relieve Illany brethren from 

the very serious (?) trouble which they are having about" P ast Masters." 

It is inconsistent to call a man, just installed for the first time n,s Master of 

a lodge, "Pust Master": 
"Our law requires Wardens-eled who have. not had the degree in Hoyal 

Arch Chapter to receive it from a lodge of Past Masters, convened for the 
purl'lose, before installation. This does not make them Past Masters, huw
ever, as the title and privileges belong only to those wbo have served a full 
term for wbich they were elected as Masters of regular lodges. Would it 
not be well, in order to avoid the confusion, to return to the. old name of 
Present Master for tbe degree, and reserve the title of Past Master for those 
who are really r ast Masters1 l'resent Master would properly describe the 
degree, as Past Master dues not. Old masonic charts called the degree 
, Present or Past .Master. ' " 

We earnestly commend the fo llowlllg to the iconoclasts 9f the present 

day: 
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" Probably the reason for all tbe controversy as to the antiquity of spec
ulative Masonry, and it.~ being only traceable back .to 1717, is due to the 
fact that before its crystalization ,into the Grand Lodge system there were 
no records kept, as there could not have been the least necessity for them. 
If we will ~ake as a su,ggestion our ritualistic teaching, handed down th e 
ages, that' the ground floor of King Solomon's Temple was a mosaic pave· 
ment,' when, until a few years ago, all masons knew, or thought they knew, 
that it was not a 1l1Osaic pavement at all, and then recall that late excava
tions show that the plain floor thonght to be that of the original Temple 
proverl to be a later one sixteen feet above the original one, which wa~ a 
mosaic pavement, and part of which the Grand Lodge of Virginia has in its 
possession, we will see that there must be something in our traditions prov
ing their antiquity. There are many other things, the meaning of whilJh is 
lost, which we could trace up easily if our history only dated from 1717. 
Perhaps the future has more surprises in store for us in this direction .}' 

He holds that gambling is not a masonic offence, because it is not a vio

lation of the landmark that masons must" strictly obey the moral law," 
and yet he adds in italics, "St'ill, yood masons willnnt gamble." Why not? 

Another item for Bro. SINGLETON: 
"Bro. Singleton disputes the prerogative of Grand Masters to make masons 

at sight, and holds that snch prerogative could only arise from constitutional 
provision of the Grand Lodge. Nmv we in Virginia recognize the constitutions 
of Masoury, but have no constitution or funrlamentallaw. W e hold that the 
Grand Lodge in its jurisdiction is supreme, but that the Grand Mastel' is 
not only the Mastel' of the Gt-and Lodge but is in reality, as we term him, 
"Grand Master of Masons in Virginia." At our last Grand Annual Com
municaLion an amendment was proposed to our Methodical Digest, prohibit
ing the public installation of officers, which lmd been done by dispensation 
during the year. The question was asked of the Gr:tlld Master, who was 
bimself very favorable to the amendment, what would then become of his 
prerogative. The answer came like a bugle note. 

" . It remains as it was-if I choose to allow any lodge to publicly install 
its officers, it will only be necessary for me to say in my dispens:ttion, I 
suspend such and such a section oj the Method'ical Digest, and grant ihe dis
pensai'iun, and I will noi hesitate to do it iJ I tft:ink proper. ' 

"Our institution is the most bea.utiful specimen of the handiwork of 
mortal man, and is at once the most democratic and the most ,wtocratic on 
e,uth , Do not let us diluLe its force in imitation of other societies or sys
tems of government." 

Of "dual mem bership," he says: 

"We allow a mason to become a member of as many lodges as he chooses 
and as will elect him to membership. Suspension for any cause in anyone 
suspends him in all, and troubles like those alluded to above c<wnot arise. 
There are Illany positive advantages in dual membership, ,wd it is hard to 
see any disadv,tlltages. One of the advantages is that it, in every case, in
creases the brother's responsibility to the institution, and another is that 
members of strong lodges can help weak ones by joining thein, either per
manently or until they are stronger." 

Of another matter, he says: 

""Ve require V{ardens to receive the Past Master's degrec before installa
tion, because without it they would not know how to preside in the absence 
of the Master. What there is inconsistent in this is hard to see, ami it does 
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seem that any mason who has received the degree would at once recognize 
the fact tlmt without it he could not correctly I'lLle anll govern his lodge. 

"To those who havc not received it, it may be propel' to say tbat their idea 
of the degrce is probably perverted by its name, and this very controversy, 
added to the long standing discussion as to what constitutes a real Pa.~t 
Maste l', would e lllpilasi ze the wisdom of restoring its a lle ient other name of 
Prps"nt Master. We do not care whether it is given in a re A. Chapter or 
in a lodge of Past Masters convened for the purpose. When the Grand 
Lodge of Virginia surrendered jurisdiction of the Chapter degrees to the 
Grand Chapter, this was reserved for Wardens and Masters. It may be 
Bews to those in younger states, but one hundred years ago the lodges in 
Virginia confer red all the degrc:es BOW includ ed in the chapter, and COll
ducted all business in . the Entered Apprentice's degree." 

The degree cannot be conferred on a ~Varden under the ritual ill use in 

Maine forty years ago (which was then an old one) and ever s ince. 

lIe explains that the reason, why Bro. I SA ACS was not eligible to election 

as Grand Secretary to succeed his father, was that he was not a member of 
the Grand Lodge. The reaSOll is not in accordance with the old law or 

ancient and general usage; his election and installation as Grand Secretary 

wonld have made him a member of the Graml Lodge as much as the electil)n 
and installation of a brother as Warden of his lodge makes him a member of 

the Grand Lodge. 

In his review of :\'laine, he S,tys: 

" Under Virginia, Bro. Dl'l1m'lJ01~d notices the bad acoustics of the CTrand 
Lodge room in anI' then new Temple. 11e ventures a 'Yankee guess' that ' 
the architect, sacrificing the quest ion of acollstics to that of beauty, made it 
too high for its other dimensions. Well, brother, YOlll' guess is not far 
wrong. Now guess UR out some other alld mure feasible remedy than the 
one you suggest of time, please." 

We cannot: bllt amazing as it has been to us, we have known of more 

than olle instance in which time and use have apparen1.ly remedied the de

fect. 

li e claims that the appointment of a Committee of Investigation causes 

the other mcmbers to depend on it, and make no investigation themselves: 

on the othcr halld, our experience shows that the maxim "What is every 

body's busincss is nobody's business" wa.~ found to be so true, that provision 
for such a cOllJmittee was the result. 

We still think that a brothel', cited to appeal' at a lodge meeting for any 

cause, is boulid to be thcrc when the lodge opens, and if not and his case 
has bern acted upon before his al'l'ival, his request for ,\ hearing then should 

be based upon a good reason, and be granted or denied at the discretion of 

the lodge. Suppose ten are cited, can they all wilfully wait till the Master 
is ready to clORe the lodge and thell demand hem'ings? 

Our brothel' says that it is the usual custom in that jurisdiction to have 

refreshments at lodge meetings, and his experience and observation are that 
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much good results, and he thinks that in the long run the funds of the looge 

are not decreased therehy. 

In his review of Mississippi, he says: 

"A special committee, appointed to report on the Grand Master' s preroga
tive, g:we an exhaustive ftrgumellt ftgain~t his power to mftke masons at 
sight, clftiming that Mackey's claim in favor of it Wftti flimsy, being bftsed on 
the landmarks as to his power to create and dissolve lodges ulldcr dispensa
tion at his pleasure, ftnd from their standpoint ftrguing that, as this power 
was not conferred on him by their constitution, it did not pxist, Tlotwith
standing their Jurisprudence Committee hftd at the preceding communicaLinn 
reCognized the fact that I the power undoubte1lly exists and has oft"n bee n 
recognized by the Grand Lodge.' 

I . Well, if the Grand Master is the mere creature of the Grand Lodge , ti ed 
hapd and foot by a constitution, possibly they are right; but if he is, as he 
ought to be, Grand Master of .Masons in Mississipp i , and the representative 
of King Solomon in our Ancient Institution, dating back three thousand 
yea,rs, and not to 1717, he ought to be as able to mak p, masons indivicitlftlly as 
to do so collectively, as he in effect ooes in every lodge,under dispensation." 

In one matter, if we understand him correctly, we do not agree with him. 
A member of a lodge openly declares that he has black-balled candidate 

aiter candidate sole ly because a friend of his is rejected, and that he will 

black-ball every candidate until his friend shall be admitted: is there no 

remedy? We believe so and have always taught so. Of course, if he says 
nothing, nothing can be done: but when he waives his privilege and hoasts 

or threatens, we then have legal and competent evidence of his unmasonic 

conduct, whicb in our judgment should be speedily and severely punished. 

In his" Conclusion," be says: 

"For example, the constitutional form of government we consider totally 
out of place and an innovation calculated to pull us down from our high 
position ftS a unique society, tbe oldest, noblest and most pedect of human 
organizations, autocratic in the extreme, and at the satlle time democratic 

' in the extreme, and thus typifying the Ffttherhood of God and the Brother
hood of Man. Essentjal to this is tne Grand Mftster's prerogative to rul e 
and goveru absolutely, make masons individually, as well as to do so col
lecti vely by dispensations to form lodges." 

We earnestly hope that hereafter a Report on Correspondence will be ft 

regular feature in the Proceedings of this Grand Lodge. 

WASHINGTON, 1896. 

The portrait of WILLLUI WALLACE WlTHERSPOO:<, the retiring Grand 
Master, is given as a frontispiece. 

A II but two of the NINETY-SIX lodges were represented, with thirteen Past 
Grand Masters and six other Past Grand Officers. 

The Grand Lodge was welcomed in behalf of the citizens of Seattle, and 

the Junior Grand Warden responded. 
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The Grand Master annonnces the death of Past Grand Master ELISHA 

}'llmIlE "FElmY, the first Governor of the state, and says of him: 

" In the life and character of M. W. Bro. Elisha P. Ferry we have a 
grand illustration of a noble patriot, wise statesman, profound lawyer; an 
incol'I'uptible and honest citizen; a kind and courteous gentleman; a devoted, 
tender, loving husband and father; a true, just and upright man and :Free
mason. Well lllay we as masons revere his name and do honor to his 
memory." 

Of the condition of Masonry, he says: 

" I am happy to state that our relations with all other Graud Lodges in 
communication with us remain harmonious, and that nothing has occurred 
in the past year to disturb this good fellowship. In our own jurisdiction I 
am pleased to state that with few exceptions peace and harmony prevail. 
The retuL'lls from our subordinate lodges do not show a large increase in 
membership, but this is due to the -fact that greater care is being exercised 
in the selection of material, and to the stringency of the financial situation 
which has prevailed, but which, happily, seems to be nearing an end; and 
with returl1lllg prosperity we can confidently look forward to a healthy 
growth in the future. " 

Among his decisions is the following: 

"A !Jastor of a church, hired to preach within the jurisdiction of two 
lodges, resides with his family in one jurisdiction part of the year, and then 
llloves to the other jurisd iction and lives the balance of the year. Has a 
lodge ir. either jurisdiction the right to receive his petition? No. The peti
tioner must be an actual resident within the jurisdiction of a lodge for one 
year before the petition can be received." 

This is one of the cases in which in Maine a dispensation might be in 
order. 

A Mastel' of a lodge u. D. continued to call meetings and do work after tbe 
session of the Gralld Lodge and before the lodge was constituted. A similar 

case in Maine led to enacting a regulation providing for the continuance of 

the dispensation until the cunstitution of the lodge, unless otherwise ordered 
by tho Grand Lodge. 

The most interesting part of the proceedings is the repOl:t of Bro. WILLIHI 

H. UPTON, as Chairman of the Digest Commission and the aotion of the 

Grand Lodge thereon. 

In relation to the non· payment of dues, Bro. UI'TON thus expresses the 
views taught by the fathers in Maine: 

"Upon this subject the views of your commissioners are; in a nut shell, 
that lodge rlues are the prioe paid for Lhe privilege of belunging to a partic
ular lodge ; that whton that price is not paid that pri vilege should cease, and 
that the loss of membership should be the only result of failure to pay the 
price of membership. Not only is this the view anciently held everywhere 
and adhered to by many Grand Lodges to this day, but it is the one which 
was dominaut in this Grand Lodge through much the greater part of its exist
ence. It is now held by nearly all, if not quite all, masonic writers who 
have given the subject attention , that a mason becomes endowed with certain 
privileges by reason of his initiation into the universal fraternity, and with 

App. 32 G. L. 
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other alld entirely different privileges because of his good fortune ill being 
a member of some particular lodge; that he may justly forfeit the privileges 
which the lodge bestowes, if he fails to comply with the contract,to pay dues 
which he has made with the lodge; but that there is no warrant in reason 
or in the genius of the masonic institution for holding tbat his breach of olle 
contract-that with the lodge-shall forfeit rights which he acquired under 
an entirely different contract-that into which he entered with the institu
tion itself at the time of his initiation, the financial part of which he co Ill
plied with before he was first taken by the hand as a brother. In other 
words, that suspension or expUlsion 'from all the rights and privileges of 
Masonry' is an unwarranted penalt.y for the non-payment of dues." 

The Grand Lodge cOllcurred and substitnted "striking from the roll " 
for suspension from the rights of Masonry: the former, as adopted in Wash
ington, is very nearly the same as our suspension from membership in its 
consequences. But in one respect, Bro. UPTO~'S provision is, in our judg
ment, wrong. No action of the lodge is reqLlired. When a member has 
been in arrears a certain time, his membership ceases ipso jacto, and the Sec
retary must strike his name from ~be roll and the Mastel' must announce it 
at the annual meeting. It has been held in Maine, at least since the days 
of BRADFOlw and hi,s associates, that while the lion-payment of dues is not 
a masonic offence in the usual signification of th,tt term, still that a llIason 
should not be held to have violated a contract involving the loss of so great 
a privilege as membership in a lodge, without notice and an opportunity to 
be heard. It hardly lies in the mouth of a mason to say that such a matter 
is not of sufficient importance to require a trial; but there is no real trial: 
the delinquent is notified to appear at a meeting of the lodge and show cause, 
if he have any, why he should not be dropped from the roll for non-payment of 
dues: the proceedings are very brief. We were once present in a large 
masonic body at a time when some thirty or more of these cases were dis
posed ·of: the Secretf>ry Btated the amount of dues and read his return of 
tile notice: the presiding officer asked if anyone had any suggestion ~o make; ~ 

if there was none, he put the question to vote: in a few cases, a member 
moved that the dues be remitted' and gave his reasons, and the dues were 
remitted : in a few cases, action was postponed for the purpose of making 
further inquiries: all ·the cases were disposed of in about as many millutes: 
we said then, and believe now, that the proceediugs were a model for 
masons of all grades. The real masonic feeling was exhibit9d, and no olle 
was struck from the roll unless his fellow members were satisfied of his 
ability to pay, and no one was put to the humiliation of askiug to have his 
own dues remitted. 

Unless one provision escapes the eye of Bro. W ,U"l'E, he wiII have a bone 
to pick with Bro. UrTO~ : for the legislative power of the Grand Lodge is 
declared to "extend to every case not ' expressly delegated b!J lnw to the 

lodges": and the" Powers of lodges" thus defined: 
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" The powers and duties of a lodge are those described and determined 
by the immemorial laws and usages of the Fraternity, except in cases where 
those powers or duties have been expl'essly modified by the terms of its 
charter or dispensation, or by the constitution or laws of the Grand Lodge. 
Its powers are executive, legislative and judicial, and include the following: 

" • 1. Executive.-To perform its proper work under control of its Master 
and in accordance with law . 

.. • 2. Leyislalive.-To enact any legislation relative to its own affairs not 
in conflict with its by-laws, the constitution or laws of the Grand Lodge, or 
th e immemorial law or usages of the Frateruity. 

" • 3: Judicial.-To exercise discipline over its own members (except the 
Master), and all other masons within its jurisdiction, and to settle contro
versies between them, subject, always, to a' revision by the Grand Lodge 
upon H.ppeal. ' " 

We are very glad to find" usages" thus mentioned, especially by Bros. 

R I,IW and Up"ON, for we have regarded their masonic education as defect

ive in that, judging from their deliverances, they have not seemed to appre

ciate the importance of masonic usages as a source of masonic law. 

This also is the correct doctrine: 

" The right to masonic burial is not an absolute one. MH.Ronic burial is a 
privilege for the lodge to bestow or deny, and may be extended to non-aftil
iated masons in good standing, as well as to members of the lodge. It is for 
the lodge or Master to determine; and no worthy brother Master Mason 
should be denied this sacred rite." 

Bro. UPTON was appointca a commissioner to prepare an "Annotated 

Digest " of the constitution, regnlations and decisions. 
The committee held that no one shall be tried for a masonic offence" until 

he has bad actual notice of the charges," but the Grand Lodge wisely (as 

we believe a lmost all will agree), decided and provided that when the where

abouts of the accused are unknown, notice by m>l.ll, sent to his last usual 
place of abode, shall be sufficient. We go further, and hold that if the proof 

IS clear that a mason has absconded and is in hiding, the Grand Lodye may. 
proceed WIth his trial, without going throngh the useless attempt to give 

llotlce. 

The following in relation to the Wisconsin proposition was adopted: 
., That we consider charity olle of the cardina.1 principles of' Freemasonry, 

charity for all mankind, but under no consideration can we believe that it 
should be circumscribed by the limits of the jurisdiction of any lodge or 
Grand Lodge. It should be like the bounty of God who sendeth rain upon 
the jnst and the Ulljllst. We consider that each mason is bound to con-

• tribute to the relief of distressed worthy brothers so far ~s his necessities 
req uire and the donor's ability permits, he, of course, finding the recipieut 
wurthy; therefore, the gift mus~ be that of pure charity, for the love of t lte 
brcthren, and for mankind, and without hope of fee or reward. Yonr com
mittee do not consider this either .a reformatory or beneficiary society. 
Masonry is a law unto itself, and under no circumstances can it permit local 
01' class legislation to llamper its influence 01' bind it by pecun iary contracts 
subversive of its landmarks or broad principles of the order. " 

The Report on Correspondence (18i pp.) was presented by Bro. TnOMAs 
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MILlllJRNE HEED, but in consequence of "severe and painful bodily afflic
tion" (from which we are more than happy to learn that he has recovered) 
he called to his assistance Bro. WILLIAM H. UPTON, who distiuguishes his 
reviews by his iuitials. 

Bro: RElm, as heretofore, denies" the prerogative" of Grand Masters to 
grant dispensations, as he is "bound by his obligation to respect and obey 
the law." Exactly, Bro. Ul>IlD, but the whole law and not a mere part of 
it; with us he takes an obligation to "maintain and support the constitu
tions and regulMions of this Grand Lodge and all ancient mason'ic usages"; 
moreover, the constitution of the Grand Lodge of Washington exprcssly 
recognizes" the immemorial laws and nsages of the fratern ity" as a part 
of its law, that the Grand Master is bound to "respect and obey." 

Quoting from the address of the Grand Master of Arkansas, his remarks 
in relation to the falling off of the care in gnarding the ballot box, he adds: 

"This picture is not pleasant to contemplate, and while it is perhaps not 
so gloomy, generally, as here portrayed, it is nevertheless suggestive, and 
may serve as an important lesson to all, to guard well the outer door of the 
lodge, and accept none who are not well known to be worthy and well quali
fied, morally true and honorable men, in the higher scns'l of those terlllS. 
Then will the bright and soul inspiring banner of Freemasonry be lifted 
aloft and shower its heams of blessing upon mankind, with no fear of tarnish
ing its ancient and time-honored escutcheon by the unworthy within, or by 
the foe from without." 

We are glad to read this, and we trust that it will be remembered' by all 
when they come to consider whether one year's observation of a stranger 
rejected by a distant lodge, is sufficient to determine that he comes up to the 
standard so forcibly described by Bro. HEED. 

He doubts whether attending divine service is masonic work, which a 
lodge may properly perform: we share his doubts; but we find by an exalll
ination of the early records of lodges in this country, that it has been the 
usage to celebrate St. John's Day, by attending church as a lodge, and 
listening to a sermon prepared for the occasion. 

Bro. HEED evidently holds that the law of Calfornia "infringes upon 
masonic equity and the rights of a Freemason": and he holds, also, that no 
right of a member can be taken away without a judgment after conviction: 
and, therefore, that a by-law, preventing those in arrears of dues from vot
ing, is nnsound-" bad in theory and practice." Do not his remarks apply 
with greater force to striking from the roll for Ilol)-payment of dues in the 
manner now provided by his Grand Lodge? 

Illinois is the first review of Bro. UPTON, and we are pained to find that 
he still adheres to his low estimate of the objec.t of the secret and unani
mous ballot: when we read the eloquent words of Bro. REED, which we 

\ 
have quoted, we had hoped to find that his associate lIad come to hold the 

( 

same views. 



C orrespondence- WasMngton. 

From his review of Indiana, we find that he holds that there is no excep
tion to the general rule that one made a mason in a lawful lodge is a mason, 
and enti tled to recognition wheresoever he may go. Yet the quotation upon 
which he comments says" lawfully" made, 01' its equivalent. We suppos"" 
then, that if a Maine lodge should make a mason of one lawfully expelled 
by a lodge in Washington, .Bro. Up'roN would say that such man is entitled 
to masonic recognition in Washington. 'Ve hold otherwise, and have 
already exp~'essed our views at length iIi a previolls part of this report. 

Maine (1895) fell to Bro. UPTON: we are qnite embarrassed as to the 
course to follow, for under Illinois, he announces that this is his" last appear- . 
ance as a rev iewer," and there is little satisfaction in a discussion to which 
the other party cannot reply. 

But there are some matters in his report, which we can notice by way of 
rejoinder to his reply to us. 

He says: 
" With some of his views we are so unfortunate as to disagree. He holds 

that' membership in the Catholic church ought to prevent the admission of 
a candidate into Masonry"; for, becanse a ' law' of that church declares 
that' a Catholic cannot be a mason,' if a Catholic becomes a mason, 'he is 
either a traitor to his church 01' a traitor to Masonry, or to both.' After 
the law lectnre which, under Washington, he reads Bro. Reed-who, by the 
way, is a lawyer himself-we marvel at the dist inguished brother's idea of 
the legal definition of 'treason.' In fact, if we ever employed the weapon 
of sarcasm, with which Bro. Drummond sometimes strikes a young brother 
whom he cannot refute, we might sRize th e occasion to' smile' an 'ex
tensive' smile (vide injra). The best scholarship of the Catholic church 
denies the jurisdiction of the church to make snch a 'law,' and treats such 
a ' law' as most Protestants would a similiar one made by their churches, 
or as Bro. Drummond would a Grand Lodge ' law' 'absolving him from his 
obligation' and forbidding him to contribute to the relief of distressed worthy 
Master Masons, their widows and orphans. Moreover, at one time all 
masons were Catholics; and in many lands most masons are to-day. Free
masonry will never desert them, or brand them as ' traitors.' " 

I' irst, we will dispose of some incidental matters in this quotation. 
,We did not" read a law lecture" to Bro. REIW. We discussed one of 

his propositiolls involving a question of Masonic Jurisprudence: we did it 
from the stalldpoint of our knowledge that Bro. RE~~ I) is a lawyer, although 
what we said is equally applicable whether he is, or is not. Bro. UPTON 
does not quote it and neither he nor Bro. REEl) attempts any reply: and 
the evident reason is that both he and Bro. RJ>ED, CtS lawyers, (for almost 
every paragraph that he writes shows that Bro. UPTON is also a lawyer) know 
that no even plansible allswer can be made; and, as a lawyer, we know it 

also, as in fact will anyone who reads it. And" that's what's the matter!" 
Why our brother marvels at our idea of the l e~a l definition of "treason," 

we cannot say, for we never gave either in the report which he is reviewing 
or elsewhere, our" idea" of the" legal definition" of " treason": in fact, 
we did not use the word at all! The tendency in these days to apply to 
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Masonry, the rlefinitions, procedure and principles of the civil law, and the 
folly of so doing, are sharply illustrated by our brother's comments. We 
used the word" traitor": our brother defines that word at once as " one 
guilty of treason," then rushes to the constitution of the United States for 
the" legal defi nition" of "treason," and" marvels " at our " idea" ! As 
we fully believe that every body else perfectly understood our meaning, we 
should not have noticed this save to "point a moral" and illustrate the 
folly of applying" legal definitions" to Masonry. 

But our brother denies the correctness of our statement because" the best 
scholarship" denies t.h e power of the church to make such a law. But it is 
not a question of "best scholarship," but of law. The former may deny 
the power to make such a law; but the conclusive answer is that for all that 
the law has been made. It is an other illustration of the old anecdote, 
"They can't put you in jail for that," said the young lawyer ; "but I mn 
here," was the reply. We all know that the Head of the Catholic Church 
has formally alld officially decreed, that Catholics mllst not be masons; that 
this decree has been promulgated in th e usual ma nner; anel that no Catholic 
Priest will administer the last rites of the church to a dying Catholic mason, 
unless he absolutely abjures anel renounces Masonry. We make no com
plaint of this: we interfere with no man's religious opinions; we concede to 
every man the utmost freedom in this re~pect ; but we hold that, if a mall's 
religious opinions are in conflict with the fundamental principles of Masolll'Y , 
or if in becoming a mason he violates the actual law of the chnrch to which 
he professes to belong, he is not fit to be a mason; in the latter case he is a 
traitor (and we use the word in spite of "legal deflnitions!") either to his 
church or to Masonry, and no such man can be a true mason. 

He does not concur in our belief that there is not a lodge in the world that 
was not created by a Grand Lodge; but he gives no reason for the faith that 
is in him, by Imming olle not so created; it may be that one or more of the 
four lodges ex isting in 1717 have continued to exist and are now work ing 
without a charter ; but every mason knows that there is not one since or
ganized that was not created by a Grand Lodge. 

He speaks of "an inter-Grand Lodge law, binding on all Grand Lodges," 
as one of our "latest i\1I10vations "! And yet that law was practically recog
nized upon the introduction of the Grand Lodge system into this country, and 
was explicitly asserted and maintained, and actually, though not avowedly, 
recognized in an inter-Grand Lodge controversy that happened before onr 
brother became a mason, if not before lH' was born! 

He says: 
" This imaginary law, we find, is what he usually means when hp, cites 

'the common law of Masonry '-a most misleading use of words, for th e 
. terms' common law' and' immemorial law' have a definite, well settled 
meaning. In our opinion, the only proper or legitimate use of either of them 
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in Masonry is to designate the body of law which ex isted before 1717. 
Readers will 00 well to suspect sophistry when they finll them used in any 
other sense. We pointed ont last year brother DnuMMoso' S tendency to 
apply the term' old law' to some forty-year-old custom , with the appm'ent 
intention that his reader should understand him to certify that the custom 
was' im[llemorial '-that is, existed prior to 1717." 

He is in error again: we shoultlno mortl thiilk of saying "the common 

law of Masonry," when we mea)! "illter-Grand Lodge Law," than we 

should mean, in speaking to him as a lawyer, " International law," when 
we say" common law." 

We ~elieve our readers credit US with saying what we mean, and that 

when we say" old" we do not mean" immemorial" or even ancient. We 
utterly dissent from his definition of " immpmorial ": it has the same mean

ing when used in Masonry as when used elsewhere: to limit its meaning to 
a ji:ted. date is much like saying a white blackbird: it is used in Preston's 

Burial Service, still in common use, and who can find record of a masonic 
burial be/ore 1717. 

He has discovered that we are (n favor of "perpetual jurisdiction": is it 

possible that he cannot distinguish between hold ing that the effect of a re
jection under the law of the jurisdiction seems to give a candidate a status 
which attaches to him for one year, five years or perpetually, according to 

that law, and holding that perpetual jurisdiction is the right and proper 

doctrine? 

He quctes the following from our report: 

" 'But one thing in this extract surprises~s. He says the rejection means 
only this : "We [the Lodge] do not want you, and do not intend to have 
you." Such is not the case in Maine; the question here is: "Is the candi
date qualijiell for admission into the jmternity of Free and Accepted 
Masons? " , " , . 

And adds: 

"This is a remarkable disclosure: Because the brethren in Maine choose 
to take a vote for which there is no warrant in masonic law, they claim, for
sooth, that the result should bind the masonic world! They might as well
so far as any warrant in the immemorial usages of thp craft is concerned
vote who shall be the next President of the United States." 

This is another illustration of his seemingly inveterate propensity to under
stand that a man means not only what he says, but what he does not say! 

We stated plainly a s imple fact, and meant what we said-no more and no 

less. 

We wer~ surprised before, but we are now more painerl than surprised
extreme a.s our surprise still is. But having quoted what Bro. REEO said, 

we do not think Bro. UPTON can do much damage in his own jurisdiction: 
and as every where else the same rule prevails as in Maine, and the con

trary has never been asserted until within a few years by Bro. UPTON, and 
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perhaps half a dozen others, in a desperate attempt to defend an indefen
sible position, we have no occasion to say more. 

He devotes some three more pages to our report (largely in attempts to 
controvert our position), but as he understands us to mean what we do not 
say, and consequently what we do not mean,' and puts his own erroneous 
definitions in our mouth, it is not worth our while to notice it in detail, 
especially as we have discussed most of the matters in reports which he had 
not seen . 

We regret that he mars his report by claiming to find evidences of an in
tention to mislead on the part of brethren with whom he discusse~ ques
tions, and by using such terms in relation to them as " learned counsel," 
"skillful lawyer" "subtile lawyer," "laughs in his sleeve," &c. There are 
rare exceptions to th e rule, applicable to all discussions, that wh en one party 
begins to apply personal epith ets, questioning the motives or sincerity of his 
opponent he gives proof that he has a pOOl' case, whether such is the fact or 
not: more than that, one who accuses another of employing" exped ients," 
is apt to be held to judge others by himself, and to remind us of what the 
rough old lawyer said to a young man, "Yes, judging another by yourself 
is a righteou.s judgment, but it is --- u.nreliable! " 

WEST VIRGINIA, 1896. 

As now usual in this jurisd iction, we have a portrait and brief sketch of 
the incoming Grand Mastel', Bl~: XTON D. GmsoN, in these Proceedings: also 
of Past Gralld Master GEOHO); E. 'l'1I0IlNB UIlG. 

Several special communications were held during the year to constitute 
new lodgp.s, ded·icate new halls, or lay corner stones. 

The Grand Master (JOliN M. COLLINS) gives an account of an immense 
nnmber of official acts of a routine character. 

He had receive,} a complaint from the Grand Master of Pennsylvania, that 
a man rejected by a r ennsylvania lodge had received the degrees in, and 
become a member of, a West Virginia lodge. Upon investigation, the Grand 
Master fonnd that such was the case, and moreover, that the lodge had 
violated the law of its own jurisdiction in several important particulars: he 
held that the candidate was without fault; but under the law of West Vir
ginia, was not eligible, and, therefore, the who le proceedings were declared 
to be void, and the party still a profane. 

The reports of the District Deputy Grand Lecturers and District Deputy 
Grand Masters show a fairly good condition of the lodges, but give evidence 
to us that it would be a vast improvement to combine the two offices in one. 
Upon reading the reports, one will come to the conclnsion that the former 
office may saJely be abolished. 
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The Grand Lodge took measures lookiug to the establishment of a Masonic 
Home. 

Bro. O. S. LONG made a very interesting" thirty minute talk" in relation 

to the" Symbolism of the Masonic Apron." 

In relatiou to the communication from our Grand Lodge, the following 
report was adopted: 

"That the communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine, submitted to 
t!1is Grand J.odge by the representative of the Grand Lodge of Maine, upon 
the subject of uniform legislation in relation to the admission of rejecterl 
candidates, has been considered by your committee. In this jurisdiction no 
rejected candidate can apply for admission to any lodge within a year from 
the t ime of his rejection, and our general regulations provide tlmt no lodge 
shall entertain the application of anyone who has been rejected in any oth er 
lodge, without the written consent of such lodge, and such consent must be 
unanimous. 

"Yo'ur committee think it would be well for this Grand Lodge to agree to 
the adoption of the following resolution, suggested by said committee, viz: 

"Resolved, That the effect of a rejection in this jurisdiction shall be 
limited to five years; but this resolution not to take effect until the same be 
approved at the next annual communication, as provided by the by-laws." 

And the following in relation to the" Wisconsin proposition": 

"In this jurisdiction it has always been considered to be tho duty of each 
lodge to provide for the necessities of its members, wheresoe ver dispersed, 
but it has I~ever been obligatory on this Grand Body to re-imbUl'se any lodge 
in another jurisdiction which may have contributed to the relief of a worthy 
brothel'; and your committee deem it inexpedient n'ow to so legislate. " 

The Report on CO\'l'espondence (20)) pp.) was presented by Bro. G~JORGE 

W. A'I'IONSON. 

It is a very full and complete abstract, carefully prepared; he gives ex

tracts, but being printed precisely in the same m'anner as what he writes, it 
is sometimes difficult to distinguish one from the other. 

Referring to the Indiaua and Pennsylvania matter, he says: 

"I cannot agree with the learned committee in its conclusion on this 
subject. I cannot. see wherein the Grand Master of Pennsylvania was in the 
remotest degree discourteous. He simply vindicated and enfored one of the 
very oldest and best known principles la id< down by his Grand Lodge. He 
could do nothing else. Bro. Snyder may be a legal and legitimate mason in 
Indiana, but Pennsylvania cannot recognize hIm as such, nnless she gives up 
her old landmark of perpetnal jurisdiction. This she is not likely to do, 
however earn~stly our Indiana brethren may demand it." 

He believes in perpetnal jurisdiction and can see no particular merit in 

the plan proposed by our Grand Lodge, but still says, "It would, however, 

prove a blessing to the fraternity if it were generally agreed to, and a uni

versal law were established." 'We are glad to find that he appreciates the 

motive which led to this action by ollr Grand Lodge: 

In his review of New Hampshire, he says: 

" Among otbers I find this ruling by the Grand Master, that after a man 
bas been elected to receive the degrees in' a lodge he cannot be prevented 
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from receiving the same by objections being made to the Worshipful Maste l' 
by a member of some ather lodge. 

" I cannot believe th at this is good la w. Suppose a profane is elected to 
receive the degrees where he is not very well kn own; and suppose further 
that a brothel' from some other lodge, who knows him well, learns that he 
has been elected to receive the degrees, and accordingly hastens to inform 
the s itting Worshipful Maste l' of the unworthiness of the applicant-accord
ing to this decision, . the lodge wonld be compelled to go on and confer the 
degrees upon him, even if he be a mur(lerer. That would be very wrong. 
It would he a crime upon the fraternity. The ruling, therefore, is bad." 

As the same law prevails in Maine, we will expla in . A mere objection by a 
member of the lodge is equivaleut to a rejection; a mere objection by one not 

a member is not equivalent to a rejection; so the ruling was accurately 

correct. But our Jaw also requires that if the objector is willing to give his 

reasons, they must be investigated, careiutly considered and acted upon ; 

and the future action of the lodge mllst depend upon the result. 

WISCONSIN, 1896. 

The Grand Master (W. W. PErlin) [Et tu, Bro. L,\FLIN] delivered an in
structive and practical address. l'erhaps our coming so directly from the 

review of Washington, th e follow ing more easily attracted our notion : 

" When you do this, justly can you reject such as are not worthy when 
they knock at the door, and you yourselves will have done your whole cluty 
as men and 'masons. 

" When work is nnfit, for which you are responsible, Masonry, in her en
deavor to mold and chisel it into a perfect ashlar, will find that its time is 
spent fol' naught, and consequently fa ils in the purpose for which it was in
tended. " 

The other matters are of a routin e character, or so connected with local 

law and usage as not to be 9f general intel·est. 

Grand Secretary LA FLIN says: 
"Unlike the Grand Master, your Secretary is a llowed to impart such 

masonic information to inquiring brethren, as his ability will perm it, without 
being required to subject such information to the bright light of criticism by 
aliI' Comm ittee on Jurisprudence. Tile uni ve rsal fraternal courtesy ex
tended by officers of lodges in their intercourse with this otlice, renders the 
duties required by these calls from brethren most pleasant, and awakens 
regret only when full compliance with requests cannot be made." 

He had moved into a new offi ce, whereat he justly rejoices and says: 

"So long as the Grand Lodge honors the present incumbent by retainin g 
him as Grand Secretary, he extends a most cordial and fraternal inVitation 
to the brethren to make as much use of the masonic headquarters as may be 
conven ient and pleasant to t liem when visiting the city." . 

Bro. GAIH~ BOUCK submits what he calls a "Repor~ on Foreign Corre

spondence," which, however, is really his argument that there should be no 

such report. 'Ve quote the fo llow ing: 
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"The COJ;llmittee on Foreign Correspondence respectfully submit tIle fol
lowing report: This report is made upon its theory of the origin and purpose 
of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence, and what it should be. It is 
a commi ttee know n only to American Freemasonry. [Mack ey Masonic 
Juris.,4!l2.] 

" The duties thereof origi na lly apperta ined to the M. W. Grand Mastel'. 
The on ginal pl1l'pose thereof, undoubted ly, to rel ieve the M. W. Grand 
Master from Rome of his onerous duties, and relieve him from investigating 
and advising as to the transactions in foreign jurisdictions. [This is rec
ogni zed by Sub. III. of Sec. 2, of Art. HI of the constitution. ] 

"An em inent masonic writer has even termed it a body. [Mackey Masonic 
Juris. , li02.] 

"That is to ~ay, has de facto become a distinctive tribunal in Masonry. 
This de facto has become the case in this jnrisdiction. Until comparatively 
recen tly, the com mittee read its report at the stated communicat ion of the 
Grand Lodge; it was then subject to tbe consideration of thp, Grand Lodge, 
its cri t icism, approval 01' disapproval, in part or in wbole, th e. same as the 
M. \V'. Grand Master's address or any other communication to the Grand 
Lodge. 

" For several years tbe report has not been read, a lthougb, perhaps, as a rule, 
may have been distributell among tbe members; not referred to any com
mittee for investigation and report; not considered by the Grand Lodge; not 
examin ed to ascerta in whether it contains objectionable propositions 0 1' views. 
This wou ld not be the case if read in open lodge. 

" W'hen the M. W. Grand Lodge' s highest officer in Masonry submits his 
annual address, it is referred to a committee for reference; what such co m
mittee thinks should be considered is referred to appropri"te committees for 
conside ration and report. Such comm ittee' s r eport is passed upon by the 
Gmnd Lodge. 

" M. W . Grand Master cann ot deliver an address 01' submit his decisions 
without hav ing the same exam ined critically, and closely scrutinized by com
mittees and consideren by the Grand Lodge. The Committee on Foreign 
Correspondence reports, and such report is not examin ed by a committee 0 1' 
considered by the Grand Lodge. Treating it in fact as a 'bony,' , a distinc
tive tribunal,' in fact, a ' Star Chamber.' 

" It is a remarkable status-an anomalous condition of things. 
" Tb e Hepol't of the Committee upon :Foreign Correspondence may be in 

con flict with the decisions and views of the M. W. Grand Mastel', the ad
judicat ions of this M. W. Grand Lodge; it may cr iticise, r epudiate or inti
mate doubts of the wisdom, propriety and regularity of tbe Grand Master' s 
decisions, acts a nd conduct; of the conduct, adjudications, ed icts, rules and 
regulations of the Grand Lodge. This report , witbout consideration 0 1' a n 
opportunity for consideration, is published in the proceedings of the Grand 
Lodge, thereby a qw'tsi endorsement uy the Grand Lodge." 

So far as our lt nowledge extends, his second paragraph is utterly errone

ous. We iv ill take Maine as an example. At tbe next session of our Grand 
Lodge after its orgni zation, that is in 1822, the Grand Secretary hall received 

quite a number of the printed Proceedings of the other Grand Lodges. Th ere

upon the Grand Lodge voted to send them to a committee for examination 
to the Grand Lodge: at an adjourned seSE ion in January, 1822, that com 
mittee submitted a report, of which the fo llowing is the first paragraph: 

" That while from these communications it is gratifying to perceive the 
ad vancement of Masonry and the wide dissemination of its principles, it 
is witb no ord inary feelings of satisfaction that they also find this Grand 
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Lodge recognized by some of the oldest and most respflctable Grand Lodges 
in the United States, aud as intercourse of tbis kind leads to a more correct 
knowledge of the regulations adopted for the government of the craft and 
condncell to the interest of the fraternity, they feel persuaded that it will be 
properly appreciated and cultivated by this Grand Lodge." 

A copy of the report was ordered to be furnished to each lodge. 
At the -next session these Proceedings were referred in the same manner. 

In 1823, a Committee on Foreign Correspondence was appoin ted. 

At the same session, a report was presented giving statistics and other in

formation about other Grand Lodges; also a brief statement of things" of 

particnlar interest," and these were the action of the Grand Lodges upon 

particular questions. 

In 1824, the committee discussed briefly some of the acts of some of the 

other Grand Lodges. The same course was taken the next year in a report 

prepftl'ed by SnfON GREENLEAF. 
In 1826, Bro. GREENL~~H- again submitted the report, in which he replied 

to the critICism of certain acts of our Grand Lodge by the Georgia Com

mittee. The discussion related to thfl qllestion of physical qualifications. 
While it is not quite germane to this discussion, we will say that the Maine 

Committee stated that the practice of this Grand Lodge and of all its lodges 
had uniformly been "in exact accordance with the principle which is so 

clearly and vigorously expressed by the Grltnd Lodge of Pennsylvanilt in 
their resolution of March 7, 1825, in these words: 'That no person can be 

initiated into the mysteries of Freemasonry, either by dispensation or other

wise, who is so I,uaimed or defective in his limbs or membflrs, as to be in
capable of a livelihood for himself and family, or to perform all the work 

required of any individual member, within 'the body oj a Lodge.' " 

This was in substance, at a later date, incorporated into the constitut ion 
and is still our law. "Ve had not noticed before the source of this provis ion 

of our law, and confess to some surprise, because now Pennsylvania rejects 

what it so "clearly and vigorously expressed" ill 182,). 

This same report states that the first section of our laws recognizes" a ll 

the ancient usages of Freemltsonry" as "essential 1111d unaiteralJle prin

ciples. " 
This report is s igned by SIMON GREENLEAF, CIIARLES Fox and SAMUEL 

FESSENDEN. " There were giants in those days." 

In 1827, the com mittee note discussions of ltction of our Grand Lodge, by 

the Committees on Foreign Correspondence of the Grand Lodges of Missouri, 
Tennessee, Kentucky, Delaware and Virginia. 

While ojJicial correspondence fell within the province of the Grand Master, 

we do not believe that the examination of and report upon these Proceed

ings, sent to the Grand Secretary, was ever made a part of his duty, or that 
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he ever performed it, save as a committee and not as Grand Master; and we 
do not believe that Bro. BOUCK can cite a single case, bccause, with some 
acq.uaintance with the subject for over forty years and means of knowledge 
of it for more than thirty years, we have never kuown an instance, so far as 

<lur memory servcs us. 

Moreover, these reports were made solely for the information of the 
brethren: the reason was found in the fact that masons constitute a fraternity 
of which Grand Lodges are the agents, aud, therefore, the masons of every 
jurisdiction .have an interest in those of every other jurisdiction, and there
fore are iLlterested to know about its administration in other jurisdictions as 

well as in their own. 

V<'ry rarely do these committees have anything for the action of the Grand 
Lodge: and if th~y do, they almost invariably present it in a special report. 

'Ve think we have sufficiently shown that seventy years ago (and probably 
. longer) the object of these reports was to give the home brethren informa
tion as to the condition of the craft in other jurisdictions, and the act.ion of 
other Grand Lodges, with such discussion thereof as seemed useful or in
structive to the brethren who cannot have access to the Proceedings of the 

other Grand Lodges. 

Whatever may be the case in WiRconsin, the statement that it is a " Star 
Chamber" or even a "Tribunal" in other jurisdictions is simply ridiculous. 

But it is not adopted by the Grand Lodge: of course not; it would be diffi
cult to "adopt" information. So far as the discussions are cOllcel'l1ed, they 
are, on their face, the views of the writers, and tho Grand Lodge must 
actually adopt them to make it responsible, an(l as all this is known to every

body, it cannot properly be said that the Grand' Lodge gives it a quas'i en
dorsement by publishing it in the Proceedings. 

But it is not read in Grand Lodge. For good reasons: them is nothing in 
it requiring action, and it is much better for all concel'l1ed to read it in print 
rather than to hear it read. 

We have never known any of the direful consequences, described in the 
last paragraph quoted, to happen: and as the practice of having these re

ports has existed nearly a century, we do not have any apprehension that 
injurious results will happen in the future. 

Our good bl;other must forgive us fo~ having a hearty laugh at his expense, 
when, after reading his vigorous condemnation of criticism of the action of 
other Grand Lodges by these committees, we came to his pungent criticism, 
in this very 'report of his, of the action of the Grand Lodge of Mississippi in 
having a Law Committee! He says that it is au" innovation," an "en
croachment," "a departure," &c. We must apply a famous saying of a 
Maine man, with a modification, to him, "Practically he has a correct idea 
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of the proper functions of this committee," though" theoretically the re

verse" ! 
It was read in Grand Lodge, referred to a committee, whose report, made 

wituoul time for consideration, was accepted by the Grand Lodgp.. This 

referring the report of one cOlJllllittee to another com mittee to deterUline 
whet her the report of the first com lllittee is correct or not, is too fa rcical to 
have place in a Grand Lodge. 

There is published in these Proceedings a very excellent pract[cal address, 

by P ast Grand Master LITTLEJOnK, Oll the occasion of the constitution of a 

lodge. 

WYOMING, 1896. 

Portra its of Past Grand Maste rs ]<' UANK M. F\>O'l'E, LE'WY S. BARNE~ 

and E. A . ABU,., and of Grand Secretary W,LL,AM L. KUYK ENUA LL, a re 

given. 

The Grand Master (FENHlOR E CIIATTEI{TON) announces the death of P ast 
Grand Master ORLA~UO NORTH; his death is the Ilrst break in the rauks of 

the Grand Masters. 

He had been asked if there was auy la w prohibi ti ng the admission of 

saloon keepers, and we take the following f rom his reply: 

"If intemperance is a masonic crime, how much more so is the offering 
for sale that which not only produces the crime, but drags men bodily, 
llIentally and spiritually down to the lower levels of sin 1 If the introduc
tion of liquor into our lodge !'(loms is and should be prohibited , how milch 
more so should the vender of intoxicating iniqui ty be excluded from the 
high privileges of masonk rights? In the light cast by the spirit of these 
two sec tions referred to, I cannot see how a committee can favorably report 
upon the application of a liquor dealer, if they have the good of the Urder at 
heart. 

" As a resul t of very close observation, I am firmly convinced that the 
extension of masonic rights to this class of applicants, sooner 0 1' later, brings 
discred it upon the Order, and places not only the individual lodge and its 
members, but the fraternity at hU'ge, in a position of deserved adverse c riti
c ism a nd often of censure, and I trust that the masons of Wyoming will not 
brave that possibility." 

And the following report of the com mittee iu relation thereto was adopted : 

"Yom committee des ires to especially endorse and cOIl1nl cnd the dec ision 
of the Grand Master against admitting within the sacred circle of our ancient 
and time-honored Fraternity, men who a re engaged in tllC degrading a nd de
lIIoralizing bus iness of liqnor selling. This busincs~ is so deb,lsing both to 
those who sell anel those who consume intoxicating liquors, that we c,lnllot 
conceive it possible that the lIIan who eng,lges in it call possess the moml 
attributes essential to make him a good man and mason. 

" Masonry was never intended to lIIake good men alit of bad ones, but 
only to ma ke good men better. Our' Great Light' says: • Cursed is thu 
man that pLltteth the cup to his neighbor' s lips. ' Masonry has ILO place fur 
them. " 
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A resolution Illaking the matter more definite was presented and referred, 

and the committee reported the following additional by-law, which was 

adupted: 

"SEC. Sf). lL sha ll beand is hereby madetheimperativeduty of lodges in 
this jurisdiction to restrain as far as possible the cr ime of intemperance; 
and hereafter no subord inate lodge sball admit by initiation or a ffiliation 
any person engaged in the manufacture or sale of intoxicants. Engaging in 
such business hereafte r by any brother shall be considered a masonic offence, 
and if after trial he be foulld gu il ty of the charges he shall be suspended or 
expelled, as the case may require; and for the faithful performance of this 
duty each lodge shall be held accountable to the Grand Lodge. Provided, 
That th e above provisions shall not be deemed to apply to persons who are 
regularly engaged in the business of druggists, and inn keepers, nor to dealers 
in liquors used exclusively in the arts and sciences." 

The other proceedings were of a routine characte r, but show the prevalence 

of harmony and a fair degree of prosperity in tbat jurisdictioll. 

We hold that the manlier of electing the Grand Officers is not in accord

ance with the provisions of the constitut ion . That requires the election to be 

by ballot of the members: a motion was made that Bro. A. B. cast the ballot 

of the Grand L adue for a certain brother; unanimously adopted, and car

ri ed out. This is not election by ballot, and is open to all the ev ils that th e 

plan of election by ballot was adopted to prevent. We are aware that this 

course is frequently taken, but the details are not usually given in the 

record, a..~ in this case. 

The Report on Correspondence (60 pp.) was presented by Bro. WILLIAM 

L. KUYKIlNDALL. W e regret to find that Ma iue is not in it. 

In his review of the report of Bro. PH. r.ANs, he says: 

" He thinks we will not deny that prerogatives do exist under unwritten 
usages beyond the power of a ny man or ~et of men to alter. If our brother 
will designate the unalterable prerogatives so exist ing we will very quickly 
affirm or deny them. We beli eve in and have at all times advocated the 
g rallting of ample powers to the Grand Master, but believe in limiting and 
denning such by constitutiona l pl"Ovision. Our brother says some of said 
prerogatives a re capable of change and limitat ion by the Grand Lodge alld 
oLhers are not. Now t he question is, wh ich are the cilangeable and which 
the ullchangeable? Our endeavor has been to filld th is out, and hope we 
are now on th p. righ t track to get at the facts and ascertain exactly wluit are 
his unwritten prerogatives. Those embodied in const itutions are valid a nd 
binding until challged, becanse defined. One says a Grand Master can do 
any alld everything ulld er the claim of prerogative; another says he cannot. 
Will our brother say which is right? " 

The constitution of his Granel Lodge recognizes t he existence of "ancient 

landmarks, " which his Gral~d Lodge has no power to change. It is but a 

few years since younger brethren talked of the landmarks prec isely as he is 

now talk illg of prerogatives. They dema nded a list of tbem, not appreciat

ing the nature of a landmark a nd bow they became established as such. 
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We apprehend that the sensible view is that there are some laws quite uni
versally admitted to be landmarks; that there are other laws, though of long 
standing, that are quite as universally conceded not to be landmarks; and 
that there are some other laws, concerning which there is a difference of 
opinion as to their being landmarks. These opinions differ, sometimes 
because the parties have not examined the evidence, and sometimes because 
they differ as to the weight of the evidence. 

Now the same thing is true in relation to the prerogatives of Grand Masters: 
it would be very dangerous for anyone to undertake to enulUerate the 
powers that Grand Masters exercised before 1717, or at the reorganization 
of Masonry at that time, were assumed to have previously exercised . But 
when a specific statement is made, the question is raised whether the evi
dence shows that that particular proposition comes within the rule so far as 
the Graud Master is concerued: the question is wlmt was the usage before 
1717. As to other la.ndmarks this limitation does not apply. 

Now in an Institution which kept few or no written records and com
mitted to writing very li ttle, the usage in 1717 and from thenceforward to 
the present time is the best possible evidence of the usage before that date. 
Herein, in our jurlgment, is the weakness of many of the masonic writers of 
the present day: while they may have studied carefully all before 1717 that 
they can find to study, they ha ve taken no pains to ascertain the usages since 

that time. 

But why does our brother " believe ill limiting and defining" the powers 

of Grand Masters" by constitutional provision" ? If he will ask himself 
that question, we believe he will say that such is the wisest rule of civil 
law, and, the refore, it must be in masonic law. But that docs not follow. 
Masonry is of such a character, that the principles of the civil law do not 
apply to it. Civil law has to do with the material interests of men .which 
are continually in conflict: while Masonry has to do with the moral ana 

spi,·Uual interests of men, which are never in conflict. Civil rulers, unre
strained by law, may advance their own material interests by the sacrifice 
of tb,ose of others; but if masonic rulers ad vance their own moral and 
spiritual interests, instead of sacrificing those of their brethren, they ad vanr.e 
those too. What can be more certain than that the laws of the one cannot 
be a test for the laws of the other? The best test of the wisdom of a system 
of law is experience. Judging the future by the past, where can be f.ound 
a ny danger of illjury to the Institution growing out of what some zealous 
brothers call the autocratic powers of Grand Masters? 
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ADDITIONAL PROCEEDINGS. 

MASSACHUSETTS, 1896. 

At the March Quarterly Communication, the Grand Masler, EDWIN B. 

HOLMES, referred in fitting terms to the decease of FREDERIC T. GREEN
HA LGE, Governor of the Commonwealth, a member of Kilwinning Lodge of 
Lowell. He had expressed to the Governor's family the fraternal sympathy 
of the Grand Lodge, and had received an appreciative acknowledgment. 

A portrait of Past Grand Master, OTIS E. WELD, was presented to the 
Grand Lodge in behalf of his lodge: this gift has since been made all the 
more precious \.0 the Grand Lodge by the death of Bro. WELD. 

A Past Grand Master's jewel was presented to M. W. Bro. CHARLES C. 
DAME, on behalf of Revere Lodge. He was Grand Master in 1866, 1867 
and 1868, during the erection of the Masonic Temple, and is now the Senior 
Past Grand Master, and with a single exception, we think, is the Senior Per
manent Member of the Grand Lodge. But he is still an active worker in 
the advancement of the interests of the Institution. 

During the year, there were quite a number of cases before the Corp mis
sioners of Trials We have deemed this system an experiment and have 
watched its operation with much interest. We think that it is perfectly 
safe to say that it is a decided success in every respect. How it would be in 
a large and, as compared with Massachusetts, sparsely settled jurisdiction, 
we have not as yet formed an opinion . It certainly has these merits; the 
accused is tried by a tribunal without prejudices or undue symlJathies: by 

.one far less liable than the lodge to make mistakes; and it removes from the 
lodge a very frequent canse of discord and serious disturbance. 

One case was of such interest that we devote unusual space to it, trusting 
that it will be carefully read. 

One charge was a criminal conspiracy to injure a man not a mason; he 
had been indicted for this offence, given bail, and had left the Common
weal-,h and had not returned, so that the probability was that the case would 
never be brought to trial. The Commissioners make no finding in relation 
to his guilt of the offence charged, but find the facts which we have briefly 
stated. 

They say further: 
" The Commissioners also find, from the evidence submitted to them, that 

the said Cranda.ll was, and still is, addicted to the excessive use of morphine, 
by reason of which he has become so much of a physical and mental wreck 
as to be unfitted for membership in our fraternity. Your Commissioners 
also find that the reputation of said Crandall , for the causes above set forth, 
and on account of his general character, is such as to greatly injure the 
fraternity and the good name of the Order. 
"- " On simply technical grounds, Henry C. Crandall is perhaps not gnilty of 

APP. 33 G. L. 
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offences which would warrant his expulsion from the rights and privileges of 
Masonry. 'It has, however, belm laid down as a principle by the Grand 
Lodge that· Whenever it shall be found that the acts of a brother are clearly 
ad verse to the principles and regulations of the craft, or the rights and 
happiness of ftny of its members, he mfty be tried for such acts, al though 
the offence involved has never been described or known before M such.' 

" It hM also been held by this Grand Lodge tbat 'Acts clearly and dis
tinctly opposed to the cardinal principles known M the general tenets of the 
fraternity, or to the special obligations involved in the ritual and voluntarily 
assumed by the initiates, are masonic offences.' It hM been held by this 
Grand Lodge that' A brother may be expelled for cruelty to his wife in her 
last sickness;' that' Intemperance furni~hes a sufficient reMon for expul
sion .' " 

They recommended his expulsion; the report was accepted, the finding 
and sentence approved, and the party expelled by the Grand Lodge. 

Another party was expelled after a trial ex parte, under the provision of 
the Constitution-because he had absconded to parts unknown. 

That provision is: "If the residence of the accused be out of the Common
wealth, and unknown, the Commissioners may proceed to examine the 
charges and accusations ex parte. " 

We commend this CMe and this provision to the brethren who have 
doubted the correctness of the proceedings of our Grand Lodge in the HART 

cMe . 
. The following is in accord with the views which we expressed two years 

ago: 

" We do not believe it possible to add to tile impressiveness of the work 
by the use of the stereopticon. A plain and simple illustration of the various 
emblems alluded to in the ritual, by charts, is sufficient in our ceremonies. 
The language used and the ceremonies observed should be at all times ~uch 
as to produce the most impressive effect upon the mind of the candidate. 
This can be best accomplished by an intelligent and earnest rendering of the 
ritual. In this way will the high and noble purposes of the Institution best 
appeal to the heart. Illuminated illustrations distract the attention of the 
candidate from the more important lessons of the ritual." 

* * * * * * * * * 
"Resolved, That the use of the stereopticon, or othp,r devices not in gen

eral use in the work and lectures of the degrees, is hereby prohibited M 
contrary to the ancient usages and customs of the fraternity in this Grand 
Jurisdiction. " 

* * * * * * * * * 
"In regard to dress, the nearer it conforms to the dress of a gentleman, 

the more likely it will be to impress the candidate with the high character 
of our Institution. A practice in some lodges of dressing the officers and 
assistants in garb other than their usual dress has a tendency to detract from, 
rather than add to, the dignity of our ceremonials. We therefore rec
ommend that the subject of dress for officers and assistants, while working 
the degrees, be referred to a committee for special consideration." 

* * * * * * * * * 
"A reMonable amount of music adds very materially to the impressive

ness of our services, but it should be limited M to time and place. As this 
may be considered an addition to the ritual, your committee recommends 
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that the subject of music be referred to a special committee, to formulate 
an order setting forth the various points where music may be introduced in 
the ritual, these committees to report on both recommendations at the next 
Quarterly Communication ." 

The new apartments procured for the (we trust) temporary use of the 
Grand Lodge werc dedicated: the Grand Master delivered a historical ad
dress of very great interest and value in relation to " the perambulations of 
the Grand Lodge as to its various places of meeting, with its temples, halls 
and their associations." From the mere historic standpoint, it is a most 
valuable contribution to the history of Boston. 

In March, 1896, Washington Lodge and King Hiram Lodge each cele· 
brate<l its centennial-the former in the Meeting House in which the lodge 
was constituted in 1796 ; then, as well as now, the exercises were public: 
the proceedings have been published in a magnificent ., Centennial Volume," 
-a rare treat for the student of masonic history. 

At the June Quarterly, the Grand Master announced the receipt of a check 
for $5,000 from Bro. JOHN H. COLLAMORE, to be added to the special charity 
fund bearing his name. This generous brother has since" passed over to 
the majority." 

In one case the Commissioners of Trials accepted the judgment of a civil 
court in a case to which the accused was a party, as sufficient evidence to 
snstain a charge of unmasonic conduct, for which he was expelled. 

The Committee on Music made an extended report, which we would be 
glad to copy iI. full, but as we have not space, we commend to all brethren, 
having charge of the work, to examine it carefully, as these Proceedings are 
found in several of our libraries. 

To what extent music is used in our Maine lodges we do not know, but 
itS its introduction is in keeping with the tendency of the day, we extract 
and condense from this report, although that treatment does not do it justice. 

The committee say: 
" We agree that music adds to the impressiveness of the masonic cere

monial, and we are qlllte aware that there has been too great license in its 
employment. It has been introduced at points where it detracts from, 
rather than adds to, the desired effect of the ritual, and it has been intro
duced so fn'quently and at such great length as to present itself as the lead
ing feature of the ceremony instead of a mere accessory . 

.. That a masonic degree should never be turned into a concert is a prup
ositioh too obvious to need stating." 

Want of time; the interpolaLion into the ritual of incongruous words; the 
indifference of many brethren to music, to the extent of its being a positive 
discomfort to them: and its tendency to provoke criticism, are among the 
reasons urged why it must be so used as not to be abused. 

As to instrumental music, the committee say: 
" First of all, the organ must never be used as a means of mere personal 

display of the technical skill of the Organist. His business is to illustrate 
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the proceed ings of the lodge, not t o illustrate himself. Then he must re
member that the occasion he is illustrating is a solemn occasion, not a festive 
one. He must not accompany a procession as if he were accompanying a 
picnic. " 

* * * * * * * * * 
"He should present that which has been stamped with the approval of the 

most competent judges, not the flimsy product of popular tune-makers. 
Then he should be chary of improvising." 

* * * * * .. * * * 
"Here he must be careful not over-crow the recitation. The Organist 

who covers or binI's the words of the ritual with his instrument deserves 
speedy discipline for unmasonic conduct." 

Then as to vocal music : 
"The opening and closing hymn are, of course, in order in all the degrees; 

and if a practiced choir is available, an anthem or a motet may be substi
tuted for the hymn. We may say, in general, that these are the only places 
in the degrees where auything of the length of the ordinary anthem or motet 
should appear, except that the Scripture lesson of each degree might be sung 
as au anthem, wh"re a competent choir is at hand, instead of being read ; 
and except also that a piece of some importance might be sung in the second 
degree in illustration of the mention of music as a liberal a rt. In other 
places shorter pieces should be used." 

* * * * * • * * * 
"In the first degree, nothing beside the Scripture lesson already men-

tioned is advisable, except. a short sentence at the reception of the candidate, 
and short sentences before and after that part of the service which is to him 
of the most solemn import 

"The second degree may be treated as the first, with the addition, already 
suggested, of a hymn or anthem in praise of music. It has been suggested 
that this degree, which is shorter and less striking than the others, might be 
made more interesting by the addition of musical numbers. We see no ob
jection to this, provided that the numbers are not so long or so frequent as 
to give the whole degree the tone of a cone-ert. The second degree was in· 
tended to be didactic aml should remain so. We know no authority, how
ever, for attempting to increase its didactic quality by inserting a lecture 
on the art of music, as is don e in some lodges. 

" The third degree has been the greatest temptation to tbe purveyors of 
music. We have seen programs of choral service in this degree, comprising 
from twelve to eighteen numbers. This is preposterous. Such pieces as 
have been indicated for the first degree may be used, but the strictest silence 
should be observed when the candidate is engaged in personal devotion. 
Three numbers, referring to evening, to morning and to death, have been 
so commonly introduced that we are not disposed to discountenance them; 
but they should be so short and so serious in tone as not to interfere either 
with the march of events or with the prevailiug current of thought." 

In conclusion, the committee disapprove of the u,;e of printed programs of 
any private work of the lodge. 

The report was accepted and the recommendations adopted. 
We desire to emphasize the idea of the committee, that if the music is of 

such a character as to attract the attention of the candidate, as music, it is 
utterly ont place in our work. If it distracts his attention from the lessons 
intended to be taught by the work; uay, if it fails to impress those lessons 
more strongly upon his mind, its use is absolutely unmasonic. 
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The Committee on "Costuming of Fellow Crafts" reported, and their 
report was accepted and the recommendation adopted: 

"We find thftt, as a general thing, the costuming destroys that beautiful 
and impressive simplicity, which has been not only the peculiar character
istic but ftlso the strength of llijtsonic work. It places Il1 the background 
the elevftting lessons of the rituftl, and gives the prominent place, with its 
lasting impressions, to what is usually undignified and often burlesque." 

* * * * * * * * * 
" In conclusion we would suggest that in an institution whose precepts 

are transmitted as are ours, it should always be a cardinal principle to en
deavor to inculcate the moral precepts, rather than to exhibit our dramatic 
abilities-to appeal to the higher nature, rather than to the love for the 
spectacnlar-to cultivate the substantial, rather than the superficial, elements 
and possibilities of our work. And, finally, we should strive to cultivatc 
that impressive ann intelligent simplicity, which is always the most appro
priate vesture for such truths as our ritual is designed to teach. 

" We therefore recommend the adoption by this Grand Lodge of the rec
ommendation made by the Grand Master on this subject: 'That the Grand 
Lodge order the discontinuance in this jurisdiction of the costuming of the 
Fellow Crafts.' " 

June 14th, Union Lodge of Dorchester; June 17th, Harmony Lodge of 
Northfield; and June 24th, Cincinnatus Lodge at Great Barrington, cele
brated their several centennials, with addresses of welcome, sermons, ora
tions, masonic and historical, and "with song and story." The Grand 
Lodge participated in them all, and the acconnts given in these Proceedings 
are a source of delight. 

The Proceedinl1;s for September have an excellent portrait of the vener
able and venerated LUCIUS R. P A WE, who was buried by the Grand Lodge 
on the fifth of September last. 

At this session, the resolutions of our Gmnd Lodge in relation to rejected 
candidates were presented and referred to a special committee. 

This pamphlet contains a tribute to the memory of EDMUND DANA BAN
CROFT, for thirteen years Grand Lecturer, who died August 12, 1896, from 
the effect of a sunstroke, in the seventy-fifth year of his age; also the pro
ceedings of the Grand Lodge in laying corner stones in several instances, 
and in dedicating halls, accompanied with addresses of a very interesting 
character; but we have space only for this brief reference to them. It also 
contains the invitation of the Grand Lodge of Hungary to the Grand Lodge 
of Massachusetts, to be represented at the One Thousandth Anniversay of the 
ex istence of Hungftry as a nation, and the consecration of the Freemason's 
Palace in Buda-Pesth; the reply of the Grand Master; and the report of the 
nelegates who attenrled. The latter contains quite a history of Masonry in 
Hungary. We had contemplated giving a full account of it, but must be 
content with the following extracts: 

"One hundrerl and fifty years ago Masonry was in a fairly flourishing 
condition in Hungary. There were innumerable lodges, and the craft were 
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everywhere accorded the freedom of meeting for work and the furthering of 
their worthy purposes. This state of affairs continued until the latter part 
of the eighteenth century, when the reigning dynasty of Habsburg-Loth
ringen succeeded to the throne of Hungary by rigbt of Maria Theresa, the 
daughter of Charles III. Queen Maria Theresa-and after her Joseph II
placed the Masonic Fraternity under the ban, and one after another the 
lodges gave up their charters, so that by the year 1800 not one was known 
to exist. 

"So it continued until somewhere about 1863 or 1864. At that time the 
brethren began to assemble at private houses or in rooms fitted for their 
purpose in some of the hotels. In 1867 Hungary received the famous charter 
which is known as the 'Arrangement,' and which is ins<1ribed in golden 
letters on the pages of her national history. " 

* * * * * * * * * 
"Since the days of that famous 'Arrangement," Masonry haR grown 

apace in Hungary. It is nnder the ban in Austria, bnt its interests are 
advanced with zeal and love by the Hungarians, antI many of its leading 
and most influential men are not only allied wi th the fraternity, but most 
earnest in its behalf. 

"Somewhere about 1868 the Grand Lodge of France exercised jurisdiction 
over Hungarian masons, but in 1871, under the direction of General Turr, 
an intimate friend of Garibaldi, the Gran1 Orient Hungarian was organ ized, 
and these two were united under the latter name in 1890. 

"There are forty two subordinate lodges in Hungary. Fifteen of these 
are in Budapest, twelve are in Vienna, and the remainder are scattered 
throughout the country. Together they number about 2,200 bretbren. Of 
course no work can be done in Vienna, and the lodges there are nominally 
benevolent or social bod ies, but when they initiate a candidate, they go 
across the Hnngarian border to the city of Pozsomy. The brethren meet 
weekly; their work is all done while opened on the first degree; they have 
no higher degrees, and they rest llpon a Theistic basis and have in substance 
a ritual corresponding to our own." 

It is stated that the full proceedings at the dedication are to be published 

in English; and we trust that our Grana Lodge will be favored with a copy. 

At the December Quarterly, Grand Master HOLMES delivered an address, 

in which he gives a full statement of his official acts, his visitations, tbe 

financial statement of the Grand Lodge and of the nil'ectors, and of an im

mel,se amount of other official business. He announced the deaths of Bros. 
LUCIUS R. PAIGE and BENJAMIN A. GOULD, both Past Deputy Grand Masters; 

Bro. LORENZO H. GA~!WELL, Past Grand Warden ; Bro. ALONZO H. QUINT, 

Past Grand Chaplain; Bro. EDMUND DANA BANCRo}"r, ]'ast Grand Lecturer; 

and Bro. JOHN H. COLLAMOltE: to these must now be added that of Bro. 

BENJAMIN DEAN, Past Grand Warden, and, as we have already stated, Bro. 
OTIS E. WELD, Past Grand Master. 

He says in relation to another matt,er: 

"My attention having been officially called t o th e condition of affairs in 
one of the lodges, I felt constrained to take action in order to sustain the 
constitntions and regulations of this Grand Lodge, which in my opinion 
were being violated. I was informed that several officers of a lodge in tllis 
jurisdiction were members and officers of a so-called masonic body which is 
not recognized by this Grand Lodge. Believ ing that such a condition of 
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affairs was detrimental to the interests of our fratei'nity, I elJdeavored to 
prevail upon the officers of the lodge, who were also members of th<tt body, 
either to renounce their connection with said body or gi ve up their offices 
in the lodge." 

His efforts were not successful, and he issued an order forbidding the in
tallation; the lodge voted to have no installation, in order to allow the old 
officers to hold over, hoping thus to evade the law: he declared the election 
of the implicated brethren to be illegal and ordered a new election, declar

ing the implicated brethren to be ineligible. The lodge complied with his 
order, and elected and ill stalled new officers. He adds: 

" The Grand Lodge of Massachusetts ha~ adopted certain provisions in its 
constitutions. If these provisions are to be broken in one particular, they 
can be in every particular. The laws that the craft has ordainod for its 
government must be recognized and obeyed." 

A tribute to Bro. BENJAMIN A. GOULD, with a portrait is given. 
The committee to which was referred the resolutions of our Grand Lodge 

reported. It notes the omission to give" all the recent proceedings upon 
this subject in the variolls states of the Union." No attempt was made to 
do that, as was expressly stated in the report: to have done so would have 
filled a volume; on the other hand, the object was to show what the law had 
been before the quite recent action changing that law, and to meet the 
recently originated and erroneous statement that the old law is of very recent 
origin and had been adopted by only a few Grand Lodges. Nor was it 
deemed necessary to refer to the recent change in the law of the Grand 
Lodge of Massachusetts, as that had been given at length in our Grand Lodge 
Correspondence Report of the previous year. 

However, the committee rep')rted an amendment to the constitution, 
limiting the effect of a rejection to five years in all cases: and it lies over for 
action at the next Quarterly Communication. 

On December 15, 1896, the centennial of Thomas Lodge, at Palmer, was 
celebrated, with a historical address and an oration by Rev. Dr. GEORGE C. 

LORIMER. 
At the annual communication, a Past Grand Master's jewel was presented 

to the retiring Grand Master, EDWIN BRADFORD HOLMES; and his portrait 
is given in connection with the presentation address and response. Bro. 
HOI.MES has given a splendid administration, and we are glact to know that 
it is appreciated. 

The speeches at the Grand Feast were excellent: but we can only again 
commend to the brethren to read and study these Proceedings, for they 
form one of the most interesting and valuable masonic books ever published. 
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MISSISSIPPI, 1897. 

The Grand Master, JUtES F. MCCo.o.L, looks out upon us from the frontis
piece. 

He gives us a brief business address, containing little of general interest, 
save the fact that he found " legally sufficient and satisfactory reasons" 
for granting quite a number of dispensations for conferring degrees" out of 
time." He granted several, also, to retake ballot to correct mistakeH: we 
presume that he knew cert>l.inly that there had been a mistake in each of the 
several cases, so that he was right in granting them: but it is quite remark
able that in one year, there should have been five mistakes and positive evi 
dence thereof. 

We are glad to note the announcement of th e completion of Bro. SPEED'S 

Digest. 
The Deputy Grand Master had acted as Grand Master, in conseqnence of 

the illness of that officer. While he did not question the authority of the Grand 
Master to grant dispensations, he rloubted the propriety of doing so, and re
fused to grant them in favor of admittedly "good men and true," who would 
have been" valuable acquisitio.ns to Masonry," simply because an arbitrary 
law assumes that it takes a longer time to. find out iu some cases that candi
dates are "good men and true" than was possible in these cases. The very 
nature of that law is such, that there must be numerous exceptIOns to thc 
necessity of applying it: the sole object of it is to give time to ascertain if a 
candidate is "a good man and tr.ue," and when that fact is admitted the 
necessity for: the law ceases. 

The Law Committee submitted a rbport of almost thirty printed pages. 
In the Introduction, they lament that so much of their report is taken up 
with questions connected with Masonic Discipline. We are of the opinion 
that unless we can get riel of the introduction into masonic trials, of the 
technical rules of the civil law, we shall go from bad to worse, and must 
ultimately create a special tribunal to try such cases. As we have already 
said in this report, it is utter folly to expect the average Master of a lodge 
to rule according to law upon the admission of eyidence and to conduct a 
trial according to the methods of the civil law. We believe that masonic 
law contemplates the leaving of these matters to the absolute discretion of 
the Master, and that appeal to the Grand Lodge carries the whole case 
there for trial, just as if it had not been tried at all, and that all changes of 
those methods are importations from the Givil law. We favor as close a 
return to the old methods as possible. 

They regret also the increasing number of questions presented to them. 
Any brother is allowed to fire a conundrum at them. In this connection 
they say: 
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"We have aJso considered whether it wouln not be wise to return to the 
old plan of having all questions go to the Grand Master for decision, dur
ing the recess. The objection to this is that while most of our Grand 
Masters have been men of marked ability, many of them have had no legal 
training and were as completely at a loss to decide such matters as those 
who propound them, and not having the time or inclination to study law, 
they have decided them off-hand, with the result that nearly every Grand 
Master has been" a law unto himself," and at last, the Committee has been 
called in to review his decisions and sift out the chaff from the wheat, to the 
great detriment of those> whose interests have been affected thereby." 

We do not agree. Our observation is that in very many cases, so far as 
the good of the craft and the welfare of individuals are concerned, it is not 
of the slightest consequence which way the decision is, and the only reason 
for a correct decision is that as there is a law the decision should conform 
to it. The most numerous exceptions are when the decision has the effect 
to exclude one from the Fraternity, and thus result in a misfortune to him 
and a possible loss to the craft. 

We have read the decisions of the committee with much interest. In 
some we do !IOt concur; but a discussion of them would require space beyond 
the limits of this report. 

The Grand Secretary brings to the attention of the Grand Lodge many 
complaints in relation to tbe payment of nues, when the party is a member 
only a fraction of a year. The whole trouble arises from a defect in the 
by-laws, if it is deemed worth while to have any but annual dues. When 
dues are payable annually on a given date, the law beyond question is that 
the amount is then payable, without regard to the length of time that the 
party has been or may remain a member. It is precisely like a tax under 
the civil law. There is also no doubt that the anllual dues are to pay the 
expenses of the ensuing year and not to pay those of the past year: the lodge 
should have funds in the treasury to meet bills as they accrue. Of course, 
if a lodge chooses to have quarterly or monthly dues it may do so; if so, the 
same rule applies, but the absurdity of .. fractional dues" is more clearly 
apparent. But the complaints are founded upon an utter misconception of the 
baRis upon which dues are charged: the complainants assume that the dues are 
a payment by members for privileges which they have already enjoyed, and, 
therefore, shouln be measured by the tillle during which they have enjoyed 
those privileges ; whereas dues are contributions for the support of the Institu
tion and the carrying outof its objects, in which every mason is bound to aid, 
whether a member or not: it is true that there are some incidental priv ileges 
growing out of membership, but these are merely incidental; the ideas upon 
which these complainants proceed are derived from the system of dues and 
benefits of other organizations: but masonic rights and privileges are neither 
bought nor sold: that idea is in conflict with the fundamental principles of 
the Institution; the money, which we pay, purchaSes nothing, but is a con-
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tribution, as already stated, to aid in administering the affairs of the craft 
and the carrying out of its objects. 

W e notice that tue Grand Lodge elected several brethren life-members of 
it: they had been affiliated forty-six, forty-seven and forty-nine years, re
spectively. We have not looked into the Constitution to see what their 
rights and powers are. If we had been present we might have claimed to 
come in, in the forty-eight years class, so there would have been no gap in 
the consecntive service! 

The following resolutions, presented by Past Grand Master SPEED, were 
unanimously adopted: 

"WHEREAS, A number of the Grand Representatives of other Grand 
Lodges to this Grand Lodge, now on the roll, have neglected to attend its 
annual communications for several years, and it is the opinion of the Grand 
Lodge that the honor of being a Grand Representative ought to be confined 
to those who are regular iu their attendance at the annual communications; 
be it 

"Resolved, That the exequator of all Grand Rcpresentatives of other 
Grand Lodges to this Grand Lodge, who were not p resent at its last annual 
commun ication, and who are not present at this annual commun ication, be 
withdrawn, and that the Grand Secretary be directed to give notice to the 
several Grand Lodges which will thereby be left without representation, of 
the vacancies created hereby, and to respectfully request that the same be 
filled in the usual manner. 

" Resolved further, That it is the opinion of this Grand Lodge, that the 
Grand Master in making nominations of Grand l{epresentatives ought to 
confine the honor to those masons who by their attendance at the an nual 
communications enables them to intelligently discharge the duties of the 
office. 

"Be it further Resolved, That the Commissions of all Grand Representa
tives from this Grand Lodge to other Grand Lodges, who have failed to 
attend the annual communications of the Grand Lodges to which they are 
respectively accred ited, for two years last past, be and the same are hereby 
withdrawn, and that the Grand Secretary is hereby directed to ill form tbe 
several Grand Masters of this action, and that this Grand Lodge will be 
pleased to commission such active masons as they may be pleased to nom
inate to fill the vacancies. " 

The withdrawal of the .. exequator" m Rans, as we understand it, the 
withdrawal of recognitioll of the Representative: that might imply a gr iev

ance against the Grand Lodge represented, and we should prefer that the 
Grand Master of Mississippi request the Grand Master of the other jurisdic
tion to recall the appointment of the delinquent Representative for failure 
to perform his duties. However, Mississippi and Maine will have no trouble 
as long as Past Grand Masters MCCORMICK and COLLAMORE are able to go 

out of doors! 

The following question divided the Law Committee and the Grand Lodge: 

"Is one wbo travels for a wholesale grocery house, and who in addit ion 
to soliciting orders for groceries, also solicits orders for wines and liquors, 
eligii.lle for initiation. " 
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The Ch1tirm1tn answered, "Yes": Bro. PAXTON answered" No": and 

Bro. HARRISON held that the Grand Lodge had a lready decided the question 

in the negative: the Grand Lodge adopted Bro. PAXTON'S n egative answer 

by the close vote of 3 \0 to 299. 

Bro. SPln; D presented the report of the committee upon the resolutions 

of our Grand Lodge in relation to rejected candidat.es. 

The committee state that Maine is the only Grand Lodge that gave a formal 

answer to the Grand Lodge of Mississippi in relation to its own proposition, 

and are still of the opinion that the objections urged do not meet the issue 

involved. As we have already stated, we believe the Mississippi proposition 

was very generally misunderstood; it was understood as calling upon a lodge 

to go into an investig1ttion and ascertain the reason oj' its rejection of a can

didatp., and in default of doing so, to be deemed to waive objection to his 

initiation . 
• 
Of the law of perpetual jurisdiction, the com mittee S1ty: 
"The law of perpetual jurisdiction of lodges over rejected cand idates, 

rests npon two fundamental principles which h1tve been recogn ized as co
existent with organ ized M1tsonry: 1. That no lodge shall interfere with the 
work of another; and 2, that no one shall be admitted a mason without duo 
inquiry as to his character. We do not propose to enter upon an exam ina
tion at this time, of the arguments usually urged uy those who would bre1tk 
down these safe-guards, set at the very door of Masonry by the fathers; 
suffice it to say that the law of perpetual j~ll'isdiction was the common law 
of American Masonry wben this Grand Lodge came into existence. It is to 
be found in the organic law of the Grand Encampment of Knights Temphtr 
and the General Grand Chapter of the United States, the only National 
Bodies, whose existence antedates our own. It was not until the flow of 
immigration crossed the Mississippi that the demand came for a relaxa tion 
of the law that no man should be made a mason until due inquiry was made 
as to the character he bore, not at the moment, but f rom the beginning and 
everywbere, he had sojourned. In their anxiety to increase their numbers 
the few aud struggliug lodges in the new west bec1tme impatient under a re
striction which compelled them to trace back a man from the very begin
ning of his manhood, involving the delay of communicat.ion with the distant 
place in which his youth was spent, and they began the, until then unheard 
of, practice of receiving the rejected 1l11tterial of other lodges, ignoring the 
duty of making due inquiry into this character, qu ieting their conscience~ 
by the new and strange dogm1t that if a man maintains a fa irly good char
acter for a few years at his last place of res idence the presumption is that it 
has always been good ." 

They reach this conclusion: 

" While we a re not in a position to say whether the suggested Uniform 
Rules proposed by this Grand Lodge have been fairly considered upon their 
merits, we know that they 1tre not 1tccept1tble to the other Gmnd Lodges 
upon this contin ent, and while we believe still th1tt they are as liberal as a 
due regard for the safety of the Mason ic Institution will permit, waiving all 
pride of opinion we yield to whatever shall seem best to the majority of 
Grand Lodges. Of course we are not prepared to recommend to this Grand 
Lodge that it yield its predeJictions in favor of the ancient law of Masonry 
which we still believe to be wise and salutary, yet, as further adherence to 
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it may prove a source of danger to the masonic craft, we advise the adop
tion in part of the proposal of the Grand Lodge of Maine, to limit the juris
diction of lodges over rejected candidates to five years from the date of 
rejection; but we think, however, that during that period the safety of 
Masonry demands that the petitioner should not be allowed to enter the 
threshold of Masonry with the conseut of a part, of the membership of t,he 
rejecting lodge, and we cannot therefore recommend that portion of the 
proposition be adopted." 

And the following resolutions were adopted: 

"Resolved, That when a majority of the Grand Lodges in America, shall 
agree • that the effect of a rejection shall be lim ited to five years, and that 
during that time t.he candhlate shall be allowed to petition only to the lodge 
which rejected him,' The Grand Lodge of Mississippi wiII so amend its laws 
as to make such agreement effective and binding upon the lodges of its obe
dience. " 

"Resolved, That it fraternally rejects so much of the proposit,ion of t,he 
Most Worshipful, the Grand Lodge of Maine, as would permit a candidate 
to renew his petition in another lodge unless the same shall be amended so 
that the same shall require the consent of all the members of the rejecting 
lodge. " 

The commit,tee of our Grand Lodge found that a unanimous vote is not 

required in all jurisdictions to give consent in such cases, and they deemed 

it unwise to attempt too much and so left the method of waiver to be deter

mined for itself by each Grand Lodge, as that is its own matter: the object 

was to secure the proper recognition of the action of a particular Grand 

Lodge by the other Grand Lodges. 

We must be permitted to express our high appreciation of the mallner in 

which this matter has been considered and acted upon by the Grand Lodge 

of Mississippi. 

The committee submitted an exceedingly able report upon the ., Wisconsin 

Proposition"; we cannot copy it all, but cannot omit its eloquent conclusion : 

"We admit that in a proper case, where a lodge had authorized an ex
penditure by another lodge for the relief of its member or other person 
having a claim upon it and afterwards repudiated the obligation, that a 
Grand Lodge ought to compel its lodge to do its dnty, just as it should if 
the debt was contracted for lodge furnishings or any other purpose at home, 
and the lodge should afterwards ncglect or refuse to make payment, but that 
is a very ditIerent thing from its assuming the indebtedness itself. 

" Sweet, ever sweet, will remain the recollection of the great overflowing 
of the hearts and money of our Northern brethren towards us of the South 
in the hour of our deep distress, when death held high carnival in our midst. 

" 'Purer than thy own whitc snow; 
Nobler than thy mountains' height; 

Deeper than the ocean's flow; 
Stronger than thy own proud might; 

Oh! Northland, to thy sister land, 
Was late, thy mercy's generous deed and grand. 
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, " Blessings on thine every wave, 
Blessings on thine every shore, 

Blessing that from sorrow save, 
Blessings giving more and more, 

For all thou gavest thy sister land, 
Oh! Northland, in thy gcnerous deed and grand.' 

5 I I 

"Such debts are not to be discharged with money, else principle and in
terest wonld have been paid long ago. But th ere remains a mortgage 011 

every Sonthern home which is extinguishable. It will on ly be satisfied in 
the Grand High Court of Chancery when' we shall meet upon the level 
there, when the gates of death are passed.' 

" It was true Masonry which came rushing to answer the cry of distress, 
unbidden and with no thought of recompense. ~o it is true Masonry to fly 
to the relief of the distressed wh eresoever we may find them, having no 
thought of the debt which IS being created or tbe bond by which it is secured 
to be paid. 

,- We stand debtor to Wisconsin and never can hope for a release from 
that obligation, and we honor and esteem the true-hearted mason from 
whose brain eman ated this proposed departure from the fundamental prin
ciples upon which our craft is builded. If it were a mere question of courtesy 
to the one or respect and affection for the other we should not be found 
amongst those who opposed any proposition coming from that source, but as 
we view it, there is involved a masonic principle which cannot be sacrificed 
to iuclination. And therefore we subm it the following: 

"Resolved, That the Graud Lodge of Mississippi tender its fraternal 
respects to tile Most Worshipful, the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin, and in de
clining to accede to its first or second propositions relating to the adoption 
of a uniform rule regulating the liab ility of lodges for disbursements made 
for its members in distr()ss by another lodge, begs leave to assure its sister 
that is not actuated by any but the warmest motives of fraternal love and 
affection. " 

The Law Committee adversely criticised the action of the Grand Master 

in several instances, especially ill relation to the granting of dispensations. 

The issue between him and the committee seems to be, that the latter take 

the Constitution and By-Laws of the Grand r.odge as his sole rule and 
guide, while he reads them in the light of the ancient landmarks and usages 

of the craft, superior to all Constitutions, thus taking for his guide the 
whole body of Masonic Law, instead of a fraction of it. We are with the 

Grand Master. However, the report goes over to the next annual meeting 

for action. 

We greatly regret to find that the La~ Committee are, year by year, de

parting more and more from the original plan of Masonry, and substituting 

for masonic la w the prevailing principles of civil law. As the Virginia COlll- • 

mittee well say in substance, masonic government was found ed long before 

constitutional government was known: the craft has prospered wonderfully 
under its original system; it is a landmark of Masonry that this original 

system must be preserved: we deprecate exceedingly all assaults upon it. 

The Report on Correspondence (74 pp.) was presented by Bro. ANDREW 

H. BARJ(ELEY. 
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His reviews of the several Grand Lodges are very brief, but he makes up 
for the brevity of these by his Introduction: although that consists of but 
seven pages it contains a great deal. He discusses" What to do," " How 
to do " and" When to do ": if any orator is prevented from keeping an 
appointment to deliver a masonic address, let some brother obtain these 
Proceedings, and read this introduction instead: it is adapted to any occa
sion on which Masonry is to be taught. 

This communication was held at Biloxi, on the coast. Of course, the 
mileage would be much greater than if the Grand Lodge shoulfl meet nearer 
the center of the lodges. Bro. BAR1{ELEY thus gives the reason: 

" My brother, we want to tell you what will soon be an open secret, and 
you need not publish it from' tbe house-top. ' We meet at Biloxi, on the 
sea coast, where thp.y have fresh fish of all sorts and sizes the year round, 
and fresh oysters every month in the year that has the letter 'r' in it. 
This, with others, was one of the inducements held out to get the brethren 
to vote for that place, and without stopping to count the cost, the majority 
said go to Biloxi. And so they decided to go there in February next. The 
result of going there will be to swamp the finances, and hence Bro. Franklin 
will have very few, if any nickels, to bring back with him." 

The Grand Secretary, however, thinks that it wil1 pay: 

"In the event the General Fund available for 189i, be not sufficient to 
meet all the demands of the year, I suggest that the Grand Treasurer be 
authorized to borrow enough from Trustees or the Home to mak"l good any 
deficit, paying the usual interest. In coming to the coast, it was well un
derstood that the expense woulcl be somewhat greater; but the experience 
is worth all that it may cost. I am sure that we will all retul'll to our 
homes feeling richer, and that as Mississippians ours is a ' goodly heritage'; 
that we ' live, move and have our being' in a land of such marvelous rc
sources and possibilities." 

It seems that they are preparing to build a Masonic Horne, by raising 
fUlJ(ls from year to year, till a sufficient sum is raised. There is a splendid 
charity at Natchez-the Protestant Orphan Asylum, to which the Grand 
Lodge has in past times lent a helping hand. Of th is Bro. BAIlKELEY says: 

"He quotes from Grand Master Harrison's address the report of the Law 
Committee, and in noticing Bro. fower's report he calls him' the veteran 
Grand Secretary,' and quotes the proposition to transfer the Natchez 
Protestant Asylum to the Grand Lodge of Mississ ippi. It is to be hoped 
that all such propositions will be passed by in silence by the Grand Lodge. 
The matter of bUilding a Masonic Home, of OUT own has been before the 
craft since 1890, and the funds for this purpose carefully invested. We 

• cannot combine with another institution, although it should be transferred 
to liS, without running counter to the purpose and plans for our own institu
tion as they lie in the mind of the originator of the scheme. These plans 
have not yet been submitted to Grand Lodge and of course are known only 
to himslf. The purpose to press the location of our home where this Pro
testant Asylum is located would be inopportune at this time. When the 
t ime comes to locate, the proposition should be open to bids from every 
quarter. Many things would have to be considered in the matter of location, 
for which we are not yet prepared. It will be time enough to weigh this 
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matter after the endowment fund shall have been completed. 
" Perllli~sion was granten by the last (;rand Lodge, held at Biloxi, to labor 

in the interest of this Protestant Asylum. This institution does not belong 
to us, and we fail to see why permission was asked of the Grand Lodge to 
labor for it. 

"There may be something back of all this, as well as something looking 
to the future, with which we have no acquaintance. We shall await de· 
velopments. " 

And Bro. POWEll adds in a note: 

"Grand Secretary takes advantage of his proof-reading of this report to 
make an observation or two. The proposition to transfer the Natchez Pro
testant Orphan Asylum to Grand Lodge bas not been, alld will not be 
• pressed.' It was referred to in 1896, at tbe instance of the lady managers 
of the Asylum, and was la id over as unfinished busilless; but it was IIOt 
again called up, and never will be, so far as the writer knows. As to the 
'permission' granted by Grand Lodge to labor in a special direction for the 
Asylum there is nothing' back of all this' that can in any way compromise 
the Gralld Lodge. A hospital or infirmary is needed and Bro. Paxton has 
llndertaken to raise the funds, and he simply wanted the moral effect of a 
commendatory resolution. Only thIS and nothing more." 

We trust that IlO mere sentiment will prevent doing tbe best thing. The 

matter is one of strict business, and when the proper time comes tbe question 

should be settled upon business·principles. 

NE W BR.UNSWICK, 18 96. 

The Grand Master (JULIUS T. WHITLOCK) announces the .leaths of Past 

Deputy Grand Masters HENRY DUFFELL and EDWIN J. WErMoIlE; the lat

ter was also, for a number of years, Grand Secretary. 

Speaking of the prosperous condition of Alley Lodge, he says: 
" In this conllection, I cannot refrain from mentioning the continued kind

ness alln unselfishness of St. Croix Lodge in waiving jurisdiction over can
did"tes living in Baring, Me., who apply for admission into Alley Lodge. 
At present the Worshipful Master of Alley Lodge and many of Its members 
reside in Baring, and most of its initiates are drawn from that place. If it 
were not for the generosity of St. Croix in this matter, Alley would find it 
difficult to maintain its standing." 

There was a d ifferent state of things on the border in 1859 and 1860: we 

are very glad that now the true masonic spirit prevails. 

He had visited a large number of lodges with good results. He announced 

that Howard Lodge had been reorganized: and that be had granten a dispen
sation for one new lodge. 

He says: 

"At the request of M. W. Bro. John Stewart, Grand Master of New York, 
I have revoked the commission of R. W. Bro. William J. Beatteay l),S our 
representative near the Grand Lodge of New York, and have appointed to 
that position W. Bro. John W. Palmer, of Commonwealth Lodge, No. 409, 
in the City of Brooklyn." 
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As the same request was made of our Grand Master, we are led to wonder 
what is the matter with the New York Grand Representative. Is there 
liable to be a call for a masonic" civil service reform"? 

Why may not onr Grand Lodge claim an interest in the" historical sketch" 
mentioned in the following? 

"On the 29th of April, Sussex Lodge, No.7, celebrated the fiftieth an
niversary of its organization in a special communication, at which I had t.he 
happiness to be present. St. Croix, St. Mark'~, St. George, Alley and Vic
toria Lodges were represented by their Worshipful Masters or Past Masters. 
The entertainment included a musical and literary programme and refresh
ments. Among many other pleasant features that linger in the memory 
were a deeply, interesting historical sketch of Masonry in New Brunswick 
and of the b6rder lodges, by R. W. Bro. Vose, of St. Croix Lodge, and a 
poem of great merit written in honor of the occasion by Worshipful Master 
Gray, of Alley Lodge." 

We hope this will be widely read: 

"But onr greatest dangers are within. We have more to fear from inliif
ference than from persecution or from revolntion. When the spirit of 
unrest is abroad in the world and men are seeking some new thing, it 
behooves us to be faithful to our trust. Other and newer societies and asso
ciations offer pleasant social intercourse or material benefits, or are banded 
together for the attainment of some special object which their promoters 
think of greatest moment. But our ancient craft, influenced by the highest 
considerations for the welfare of mankind, offers little to gratify the feelings 
of those who do not first think of the welfare of others. Its spirit demands 
of us self-sacrifice without hope of material reward. The good that we seek 
to accomplish, we must do without the hope of any selfish reward. Let us 
strive by diligent study to grasp the higher teaching in this direction of our 
fraternity, while by consistent conduct we maintain its honor." 

The resolutions of our Grand Lodge in relation to rejected candidatts were 
presenteoi and referred to a special committee, and upon its report were 
referred to the Board of General Purposes for consideration and report, if 
l eemed advisable, at the next annual communic:{tion. 

The brief reports of the District Deputies show a fair and growing degree 
of prosperity. 

No Report on Correspondence. 

ENGLAND. 

We have the Proceedings of the" United Grand Lodge of Ancient Free 
ann. Accepted Masons of England," for June, July, September anrl Decem

ber, 1896, and March, 1897. 
As we have before stated, these Proceedings give an account not only of 

what is done, but also of the debates. 
At the June communication the following resolution was unanimously 

adopted: 
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"That this Grand Lodge desires to record its g'ratitude to the Great 
Architect of the Universe that the 21st anniversary of the installation of His 
Hoyal Highness the Grand Master has been attained, to the great advantage 
of the Craft in general and the happiness of the brethren in particular, and 
this Grand Lodge earnestly prays, that by the protecting blessing of the 
Most High, His Royal Highness may continue to be the wise and enlightened 
ruler of English Freemasonry for many years to come." 

The Provincial and District Grand Masters were also authorized to com
memorate this anniversary by conferring Past Provincial and District Grand 
Rank on Brethren in their respective Provinces and Districts, but not ex
ceeding one for every ten lodges in each Province or District. 

In the Report of the Board of General Purposes, we find the following: 
"The attention of the Board has been directed to what is understood to 

be a not uncommon custom for Masters of lodges to omit to hand over to 
initiates, copies of the Book of Constitutions; an omission which is frequently 
pleaded as excuse for the total disregard of some of the most important and 
essential rules and regulations governing the craft. 

"The Board cannot too strongly insist on the duty of every Master of a 
lodge to satisfy himself that all initiates are put in possession of copies of the 
Book of Constitutions, by the rules of which every member of the craft is 
hound. " 

A most commendable laW: we wish that the practice could be universally 
established. At the time when we were made a mason, the initiate (at any 
rate in our lodge). was informed that while older brethren would instruct 
him, it was his duty to obtain a " Monitor" and study it thoroughly. 

Two clerks in the Grand Secretary's office, who had served twenty-three 
years, but whom ill-health had compelled to resign, were retired upon annual 
pension equal to two-thirds of their respective salaries. 

The following was also adopted: 
"That the sum of five hundred guineas be contributed from the funds of 

Grand Lodge in aid of the special effort now being made under the Chair
manship of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, Most Worshipful Grand 
Master, on behalf of Guy's Hospital, with the object of re-endowing and 
permanently improving tbe financial condition of that noble institution." 

The income of this famous hospital had been reduced one-half, and H. R. H. 
The Prince of Wales had undertaken to raise £100,000 to endow it. 

The meeting in July was a special one to consider the qnestion of the rec
ognition of the Grand Lodge of New Zealand. The Pro Grand Master pre
siding, submitted the following: 

"His Royal Highness the Most Worshipful Grand Master having con
sidered the application for recognition by the Grand Lodge of England of 
the New Body called the Grand Lodge of New Zealand, as an independent 
sovereign masonic authority, and having informed himself of the general 
state of masonic feeling in the colony, is of opinion that with a view to pro
mote the harmony and union of the variol1s masonic bodies there, and to 
end all sources of difference, the period has now arrived when recognition 
may be properly accorded, and therefore desires that the sense of Grand 
Lodge should be tak.en on the following resolution, which I now move: 

App. 34 G. L . 



516 Correspondence-Engla·nd. 

" 'That, taking into considp,ration the message of the M. W. Grand Master, 
Grand Lodge requests tbat His Royal Higbness will be pleased to take sucb 
steps for the recognition of the Grand Lodge of New Zealand, and for the 
establishment of fraternal good feeling with our :\few Zealand brethren as be 
may consider consistent witb the honour of this Grand Lodge, and witb just 
consideration for those lodges which may desire to retain their connection 
with the Grand Lodge of England.' 

" I beg to move that. " 

The resolution caused an earnest and protracted discussion. 

One brother argued that it would" set aside the old precedent," requiring 

" practical unanimity," before recognition should be accorded. 

But the chief objection was that the rights of the English lodges were not 

sufficiently protected. One brother insisted that the right to grant new 

charters should be retained. An amendment was moved to carry out the 

views of those opposed to recognition, but it was lost by a very large vote, 

&nd the original resolution was carried almost unanimously. 

From the discussion and action we infer that the following propositions 
may be taken as the doctrine of the Grand Lodge of England. 

(1.) A vote of a lodge to join in the organization of a new Gram! Lodge 

is of no effect. As long as three members of the lodge remain, they have the 

right to retain the charter and are the lodge to all intent and purposes; if 

less than three remain loyal to the Grand Lodge the lodge ceases to exist. 

We may add, however, that in the case of the American Grand Lodges, 

this doctrine was not asserted. The right of lodges to join in the organ iza· 

tion of a new Grand Lodge, and retain their charters, was recognized by 

recognizing Grand Lodges so formed, and maintaining masonic relations 

with lodges still working under their English charters, but under the obe

dience of another Grand Loclge. 

(2.) The Grand Lodge of England will now recognize a new Grand 
Lodge, when satisfied that the good and harmony of the craft require it, 

although the movement is not" practically unanimous. " 
(3. ) After recognition, it will grant no new charters in the jurisdiction 

of the new Grand Lodge. 
(4.) It will continue to maintain jnrisdiction over lodges which choose 

to adhere to it, as long as three members remain loyal to it. 

(5. ) It will maintain in such territory a District Grand Lodge, as long as 
not less than three lodges adhere to it. 

It is true that the Grand Lodge voted down an amendment proposing to 

embody the fourtb and fifth in the resolution in express te rms, but on the 

ground, we think, that the resolution really recognizes these propositions. 

At the September communication the business was brief, and of a routine 

character, save the acknowledgment by the Grand Master of the address of 

H. R. H. the Prince of Wales, congratulating him on his twenty-first in
stallation as Grand Master. 



Correspondence-England. 

At the December meeting nominations for Grand Master and Grand 
Treasurer were made: one of the opponents of the recognition of the Grand 
Lodge of New Zealand undertook to catechise the President of the Board of 
General Purposes as to why the Board did not report upon a letter sent to 
it anent that matter; but he subsided, after being informed that the matter 
was in the hands of the Grand Master, and the letter had been sent to him. 

On March 3, 1897, "The sum of one thousand gdineas was voted to the 
Indian Famine Relief Fund," and the Grand Treasurer announced that he 
wonld pay the amount at once, and not wait for the confirmation of the 
grant at the next Grand Lodge in Jnne. 

The following amendment to the constitutions was adopted: 
" Every brother who has been initiated into Masonry in a regnlar lodge 

not nnder the Constitution of the Grand Lodge of England shall previously 
to his becoming a member of any lodge, declare in open lodge his adhesion 
to the Book of Constitutions, and promise due obedience to the Grand 
Master, and the Rules and Regulations of Grand Lodge, and the fact shall 
be recorded on the lodge minutes." 

The reason for this is thus stated: 

"This has been brought to our notice becanse on one occasion a brother 
was initiated, passed and raised on the same night by a Past Master who 
was initiated into Freemasonry under the Scotch jurisdiction, and it was 
held by our Grand Registrar that we had no power to call the Past Master 
before the Board of General Purposes, as we had no jurisdiction over him. " 

In this country, every member of a lodge is held to be bound by our laws 

and amenable for a breach of them, without regard to the jurisdiction in 
which he was initiated. Here a violation of masonic law is an offence, be
cause it is a mason's duty to obey that law, and not because he has promised 
to obey the law and has broken his promise. 

A long and very sharp debate grew out of the New Zealand question in 
fact, though the motion was a general one. It seems that the Grand Regis
trar has come to the conclusion, that the doctrine of the Grand Lodge in re
lation to the part which lodges may take in organization of a new Grand 
Lodge, needs modification. As already stated, lodges are not now per
mitted to act upon, or even to discuss the question: worse than that, a meet

ing of brethren to discuss such a question is also unlawful: and even worse 
still, until the new Grand Lodge is recognized, it is unlawful to have masonic 
intercourse with the brethren concerned in the organization of the Grand 
Lodge. The Grand Registrar depicted the evils of the present practice very 
forcibly and submitted amendments to the Book of Constitutions: in sub
stance, provision is made, that by dispensation from the District Grand 
Master (subject, in case of refusal, to appeal to the Grand Master) a special 
meeting or meetings may be held to discuss and resolve on the question of 
participating in the formation of a Sovereign Grand Lodge: also (and this 
applies to New Zealand) that when a Grand Lodge is recognized, so that no 
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warrants for new lodges shall be issued, within six months after such recog
nition, every lodge must hold a meeting, upon notice of not less than 
twenty-one days, and determine by a two-thirds vote whether it would go 
with the new Grand Lodge or not. 

The opponents of the recognition of the Grand Lodge of New Zealand op
posed the motions. They denied that the Grand Lodge of New Zealand 
had been recognized, while the Grand Registrar asserted that it had been, 
and quite a sharp debate took place on that question. One of the opponents 
said: 

" I do not like repealing our old Constitutions, that have worked well in 
the past; probably they will work well in the futnre. These that are pro
posed to be added, are not req II ired; at least there is no immediate hurry for 
them. " 

This brought to his feet Bro. J. WHIBURN LAURIE, Past Grand Master of 
Nova Scotia, and now Provincial Grand Master for New SOllth Wales, who 
commenced by saying: 

" It has been said that the present constitution works well. I can spcak 
from actual personal experience that It works exceedingly-I was going to 
say scaudalously. I have had the honollr of presiding over a Colonial Grand 
Lodge for some fifteen years; but I was in the Colony of Nova Scotia when 
it was decided by the masons there to form a separate and independent 
Grand Lodge. I will give you an explanation, that Grand Lodge may 
know." . 

He then went on to describe in forcible terms the condition of things in 
Nova Scotia, and how the present system worked there. It is safe to say 
that the statement that the present system has worked well in the past will 
not be repeated ill his presence! 

The opponents moved to refer the matter to the Board of Generall'ur
poses, but the motion was defeated by a vote of 248 to 148. 

It was then agreed to refer the matter to the Grand Registrar, Gen. LA URIE, 
Bro. FENN, (Past Grand Warden), Bro. EVE (the leader of the opposition), 
and the Colonial Committee of the Board G. P. as a special committee to 
report at next Grand Lodge. 

We are glad to find that the Grand Registrar (wh'l is the" law officer" 
of the Grand Lodge) holds that a mason is amenable to discipline in the 
place in which he commits an offence, without regard to the place of his 
membership. 

The lodges number up to 2,646, of which about 800 made returns for the 
quarter. We regret that we have no method of ascer taining or even of esti
mating the total membership of the obedience of this Grand Lodge. 
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IR.ELAND. 

We have the usual small pamphlet giving the names of the Grand Officers; 
list of Provincial Grand Lodges; a list of Grand Representatives (among 
whom we find none from our Grand Lodge); a list of those struck from the 
rolls and of those re-instated. 

The following amended rule is published: 
" No lodge shall initiate any person who shall not be able to read and 

write, or who shall be a sheriff's, coroner's, or marshal's bailiff, or a domestic 
livery servant. Any lodge violating this rule shall have its warrant can
celled or sllspended, or be fined five pounds, as Grand Lodge shall see fit; 
provided always that in the colonies the Provincial Grand Master shall exer
cise Within his province a discretionary power as to the application of this 
rule in the case of bailiffs. " 

Twelve charters had been granted during the year; two restored and one 
suspended. 

One brother had been expelled and two suspended. 
It still maintains a District Grand Lodge in New Zealand and one in 

Queensland. It carries seven lodges in New Zealand and seventeen in 
Queensland on its roll, but not one of them is credited with the payment of 
dues. Each of the Provincial Grand Lodges is credited with a small amount: 
but both are in arrears. 

MEXICO. 

We have received documents on both sides of the controversy in relation 
to the GRAN DIETA. RICHARD H. CHlS~[ issued a pamphlet, to which Dr. 
A. W. PARSONS replied, and CHISM has issued another by way of rejoinder. 

All these pamphlets deal altogether too much with personal matters. 
CHISM'S first pamphlet was very largely a defence of himself. He had been 
expelled, but he denies the validity and justice of his expulsion: upon his 
own statement, his expulsion was valid, and whether his expulsion was just 
or unjust, it remains that he is an expelled mason. 

The character of his statements suggests to the reader that they must be 
taken with many grains of allowance, aHd the reader leaves it without any 
information upon which he dares to rely. In his later pamphlet, he speaks 
of Bro. PARVIN in a manner that injures himself. 

The statements of Dr. PAUSONS, while evidently made under strong excite
ment, seem to be reliable, and when we find them endorsed by Bro. PARVIN, 
who has made a second trip to Mexico, we cannot resist gi ving them credence. 

But we are not yet prepared ·to recommend the recognition of the Gran 
Dieta. 

A question has been raised as to the relations between the Gran Dieta and 
the Grand Lodges. The system seemd to be like the one fcrmerly proposed 
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in this country: the Gran Dieta seems to be like the proposed General Grand 
Lodge. We had intended to examine this question and come to a conclu
sion: but sickness in our family and a visit of the grip during the winter 
months prevented, and we have not had time since. 

Does the Gran Dieta system promise permanency? Or will Grand Lodge 
after Grand Lodge, upon slight pretexts, secede from it and thus endanger 
its existence? 

The system is of such a character that it cannot be a snccess unless it has 
under its obedience substantially all the regul:;,r Grand Lodges in Mexico, 
and in such a manner that they cannot separate from it without its consent. 

We have heen examining such documents as we have, but cannot com
plete the examination in season for this report: we hope, however, to do so, 
and put our conclusions in the hands of the Grand Master in season for pre· 
sentation to the next Grand Lodge. 

NEW SOUTH WALES, 1896. 

Four quarterly and two special communications were held during the year 
ending with the month of June, 1896. 

The death of Past Grand Master Dr. W. G. SgDGWICK was announced, 
and a letter of condolence sent to his family: in accordance with his I'IX

pressed wish his burial was strictly private. Only a month before his death, 
he had installe(l tbe Grand Master. 

The following from the Report of the Board G. P. shows the wisdom of 
the proposed action of the Grand Lodge of England: 

"An application was received from tbis lodge, asking for monetary assist
ance in rlefending an action commenced against them, in the Supreme Court 
of New South Wales, by certain brethren formerly members of the same 
lodge when nnrler the English Constitution, to obtain the furniture, jewels, 
and other lodge property. Your Board, after a very exhaustive enquiry 
into the merits of the case, and considering that the status of Grand Lodge 
may be involved in tbe trial, recommend that the sum of £50 be donated 
from Grand Lodge funds." 

Seven lodges were reported to be in arrears a nd incapable of taking part 
in Grand Lodge proceedings. 

A lodge bad been fined two guineas for initiating a resident of the terri
torial jurisdiction of another lodge" without making due inquiry as provided 
in the constitution. " This method is to be commended, as it removes from 
lIuch disputes considerations relating to the fees. 

Tbe "Inspectors of Workings" had visited nearly all the lodges: their 
reports, as a whole, say that the work is creditably performed. 

One of them says: 
"The secession of members caused by Rdversity during the past two or 

three years, has had a manifest effect on the muster roll of most lodges, and 
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the result has been that frequently the cmdest raw material has perforce 
been utilized in completing the roster of officers in a lodge, with a resultant 
weakening of the powers for usefulness of Masonry in the vicinity." 

He thinks that the consolidation of lodges should be urged and encouraged. 
Others report lodges as struggling under depression and other lodges as 

having little or no work. 

The Grand Lodge endorsed the action of the Grand Master in presenting 
an addrt1ss of welcome to the new Governor of the Colony upon his arrival. 

The Board G. P. had decided: 

"That an honorary member (that is, a member who does not contribute 
the ordinary dues to the funds of the lodge) is not entitled to any privileges, 
but merely the privilege of attending the meetings of the lodge without the 
necessity of an introduction." 

But the Grand Lodge adopted tht1 following: 

" 'That the Grand Lodge refuses to endorse the view set forth in para
graph No.1 of the Report of the Board of General Purposes, and expresses 
the opinion that all members of lodges whose dues are pairt to Grand Lodge 
are entitled to all the privileges of lodge members.' " 

The" Grand Inspector of Workings" says: 

"'1'hl1 work in most lodgea.has been of a most commendable nature, at
tention being strictly paid to every detail in the various degrees. And some 
lodges, I am pleased to see, are dropping into the custom of closing all}he 
degrees in the orthodox manner. The duty of closing a lodge is as impera
tive, and the ceremohy as solemn, as that of the opening, nor should it ever 
be omitted through negligence nor hurried over with haste, but everything 
should be performed with order and prec ision, so that no brother shall go 
away dissatisfied. :From the very nature of our Constitntion, a lodge cannot, 
properly be adjourned-it mllst either be closed in due form, or the brethren 
called off. I tmst all Masters of lodges will see to this in the future." 

This confirms the views of Bro. SCHULTZ as to the meaning of the word 
" adjourn" as used in the forms for public ceremonies. 

It was proposed to amend the constitution by adding to the qualification 
of candidates, the following: 

"Nor until he shall have been a resident of New South Wales during a 
continuous period of at least six months." 

Bat it was defeated: we believe that this actiou was a mistake. 
Among the Proceedings, whose receipt was a()knowledged, are those of 

our Grand Lodge. 
The Deputy Grand Master, referring to the falling off in the membership 

and in the receipts, says: 

• "The foregoing figl!res will naturally cause us to pause and consider our 
position, and in doing so, in the light of my knowledge of the various lodgas 
and their working, I feel that we have no real cause for regret. We are 
not a public company or a commercial organization, whose success is to be 
measured exactly by our income, or our increase in membership. I have 
thought, and others have thought, that Freemasonry has in these latter days 
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been increasing too rapidly, and I have for years been trying to impress the 
brethren with the fact that our success as Freemasons depends far more 
upon quality than quantity. I am convinced that wholesale initiations are 
a great element of weakness and danger to the hest princi pies of the craft, 
and I also beiLeve that our present decrease is due to the facts, that a large 
number of undesirable members are gradually dropping out, that greater 
caution is being exercised in the issuing of warrants for new lodges, and that 
the members gonerally are getting increasingly 'careful as to the kind of men 
they introduce into our Order. If this is correct, then the decrease in our 
membership and the falling off in our revenue may be received with equanim
ity and with a feeling of satisfaction. " 

The Committee on Correspoudence submitted a report which was expect.ed 
to be published in these Proceedings, but it does not appear. 

NEW ZEALAND. 

This Grand Lodge holds an annual communication in April and a semi
annual in October; and we hlwe the Proceedings of the two held in 1896. 

The death of Past Grand Master E. T. DILLON was announced and appro
priate resolutions adopted. 

In this Grand Lodge, as well as in most of the other Grand Longes of 
British descent, outside of America, the Grand

4
Master makes no report of 

his <,?fficial acts, and the report of the transactions of the year comes from 
the Boa,rd of General Purposes. Other Boards and some other officers also 
make report to the Grand Lodge. 

We are gratified to find evidence 'of a more fraternal state of feeling 
among the lodges holding nnder different Grand Lodges, than has heretofore 
existed; the Board of Benevolence say: 

" A tabulated statement of benevolence disbursed by the Board from the 
1st of May, 1890, to the present (late is appended, and shows that the Grand 
Lodge Fund of Benevolence has always been administered irrespective of 
Constitution or Nationality, and with the nniversal beneficence which should 
at all times characterize Freemasons. 

,. In addition to the actual grants made by the Board, the Grand :Master 
has, upon the Board's recomlliendation, sanction en the issue to lodges hold
ing under the Grand Lodge of New Zealand of numerous appeals made by 
lodges of sister constitutions. And although from absence of complete data 
the actual figures cannot be given, it is safe to say that very large sums 
have been contrib\lted in this manner, whilst it is equally gratifying to be 
able to record that similar appeals issued in urgent cases by our own lodges 
have received a like prompt and generous response from those of other con
stitutions, evidencing that all are still working together in harmony where 
the true and practical spirit of benevolence is concerned." 

Of the action of the Grand Master, the Board of General Purposes say: • 

" M. W. Grand Master.-M. W. Bro. F. H. D. Bell being at this time 
absent from the Colony, affords all opportun ity for the Board to express its 
deep sense of the work carried out during his two years of office. If M. W. 
Bro. Bell has not been seen in lodges as often as the preceding Grand Masters 
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were, the Board and the brethren were quite prepared for this by a knowl
edge of Bro. Bell's manifold engagements. The Board desires to assure the 
brethren and record its conviction that he has been efficient in counsel, and has 
undertaken work of a very delicate character. The retul'll of the charters 
was willingly entered into by the Grand Master, and both with R. W. 
District Grand Master Bro. Arkwright, of Wellington, and R. W. District 
Grand Master Bro. Cunningham, of Christchurch, as well as with other 
District Grand Masters, he, both by correspondence and personal interviews, 
whilst upholding the dignity of Grand Lodge, embraced every opportunity 
of showing the true masonic spirit which has animated Grand Lodge since 
its inauguration, of goodwill towards men . It is too soon yet to speak of 
what he may be able to accomplish at Home. but the Board has every con
fidence in leaving in his hands the conduct of affairs with the masonic author
ities in the old country, and very sincerely trusts that he will be successful 
in obtaining recognition from the Grand Lodge of England." 

Two halls had been dedicated, one lodge constituted, and the officers of 
several lodges installed by the Grand Officers; of tbese the Board say: 

"Your Board has been assn red that the various ceremonies were eminently 
satisfactory from every point of view; indeed, they are characterized as the 
most brilliant masonic gatherings ever held on the west coast. 

"Your Board is st rongly of opinion that ill isolated districts Ruch as this 
every assistance and facility should be afforded by Grand Lodge, especially 
at meetings where members representing lodges extending over a large area 
of country are assembled." 

The recognition of the Grand Lodge by quite an additional number of 

Grand Lodges was announced. 
The office of the Grand Lodge was ordered removed to Dunedin , to remain 

there until otherwise ordered. 

The following resolution was unanimously adopted: 

"That Grand Lodge appropriate a sum, not exceeding £50, to provide a 
head-ston e and suitable railing to the grave of the late Bro. E. T. Gillon, Pt. 
Gr. Master, in commemoration of his many services to the Grand Lod,5e, 
and in fraternal respect to his memory." 

The reports of the District Superintendents show that all the lodges, 
except two, had been visited, and a fair degree of prosperity and good pro
gress are reported. 

Considerable space is gil'en to the proceedings at the installation of the 
Grand Officers, and at the banquet which followed. 

We quote the following from the address of the installing officer to the 
Grand Master, in order to show to our "Constitutional" brethren, the 
views of the powers of the Grand Master held in the Mother Grand Lodge, 

alld lin daughter Grand Lodges which have recently sprung from her: 

" Most Wc'rshipful Sir, before inducting you into the chair I am now 
temporarily occupying, I will venture briefly to direct your attention to the 
importance of the duties and responsihili ties you are undertaking, in the 
hope that my. admonitions may strengthen those resolutions, I have no 
doubt you have already formed in yoUI' own mind that the powers vested in 
you shall never be abused or perverted. By immemorial custom and the 
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irrevocable landmarks of Masonry, you are invested as ' Grand Master, with 
powers and prerogatives well nigh absolute. The interests of the craft, and 
the happiness of your brethren throughout, this Colony are practically in 
your hands during your term of office. But the very consciousness of the 
possession of great power will ever int:~line a man of generous mind to be 
cautious and gentle in its exercise. To rule has been the lot of many, and 
does not necessarily require either strength of intellect or soundness of 
judgment. To rule well has been the fortune of but few, and may well be 
the object of an honourable ambition. Let me remind you, sir, that it is 
not by the strong arm and iron will that obedience and order, those first 
requisites of good government, are best secured, but rather by holding the 
key to the hearts of men." 

The Grand Master made an excellent address, which may be read with 
great profit by all who are concerned in administering the affairs of the 
craft. Among other things, he said: 

" We have in the Grand Lodge two charges: "Ve have the charge of the 
admini~tration of the ordinary affairs of the Grand Lodge, and we a re 
charged to see that our ancient landmarks are ob~erved in the closest man
ner by the large and rapidly increasing number of lodges that come under 
our rule. Most Worshipful sir, it is part of our duty never to forget, and, 
indeed, we cannot forget, that the rites of Freemasonry, its ceremonies, its 
allegorical teachings, and ij;s noble precepts, are not of our own devising. 
They were practiced ages before our time, anel they will survive after we 
have been forgotten, and while we are entrusted with the care and super
vision of our lodges it must be our close endeavQur to see that they hand on 
unimpaired the landmarks that have reached us through centuries." 

The receipt of three copies of our Proceedings was acknowledged. The 
name of Bro. HKuBKRT HARRIS, as Hepresentative near our Grand Lodge, 
is given, but in the table of Represent'atives it is said" From. Not yet ap
pointed." While we find no mention later, that t.he appointment had been 
made, it is noted in the proceedings in October, that congratulations were 
tendered by the Representative (among others) of the Grand Lodge of Maine. 

In October, the Board report: 
"Since the annual commUl lication, Lodge Unanimity, of Marlborough, 

has transferred its allegiance from the Grand Lodge of England, was wel
comed into the fold by l~t. Wor. Bro. H. J. Williams, and is now No. 106 
on our roll. Lodge Ohinemuri, No. 10i, at Paeroa, was consecrated and 
opened by Mt. Wor. Bro. Niccol, Past Grand Master, on ,July :l3, under 
the most favourable auspices, the proceedings forming altogether' one of the 
grandest and most impressive masonic ceremonies that h~.ve ever taken place 
in New Zealand.' Lodge Winton , No. 108, at Winton, Sonthland, was con
secrated by the Mt. Wor. Grafl(l Master, Bro. Wm. Barron, on September 
23d, assisted by the Grand Superintendent of the District, Rt. Wor. Bro. 
M. R. Bree, and the Grand Secretary. There was a large attendance of 
brethren from In vercargill and the surrounding districts. " 

Past Grand Master BKLL had written that the Grand Lodge of England 
had recognized the Grand Lodge, but no official announcement had been 
received. 



Correspondence-Scotland. 52 5 

SCOTLAND. 

We regret that we have received but one pamphlet from this Grand Lodge 
-the Proceedings for May, 1896, including those of a special session held 
on the twenty-fifth of that month and the action of the Grand Committee at 
their meetings during the quarter year following: 

The statement of the proceedings at the May quarterly are very meagre, 
but so far as shown, they were of a routine character and of merely local 
interest. 

We note, however, that" the Chairman" (the substitute Grand Master) 
submitted to the Grand Lodge the question whether a brother wh9 had 

made a motion should be heard in reply to others, and the Grand Lodge 
decided, "by an almost unanimous vote," that he should not be heard. 

Thereupon: 

"A discussion took place as to whether the motion by Bro. Cameron or 
that by Bro , Sneddon should be held as the amendment. The Chair, with 
the sanction of the meeting, ruled Bro. Sneddon's motion as the amend
ment, and on a division, Bro. Cameron's motion was carried by 215 votes 
to 4. 

"Bro. Sneddon then protested in the follow ing terms:-' I hereby enter 
my dissent, and protest against the rulIng given by the Chair, on the ground 
that the Grand Committee's Recommendation was the substantive motion.' " 

The meetiug on May 26, 1896, was held for the special purpose of laying 
the foundation stone of the "New North Bridge" in Edingburgh. The 
ceremonies had a peculiar interest, frDlll the fact that the foundation stone 
of the" Old North Bridge " was laid one hundred and thirty-three years 
before, by GEORGg DRUM~roND. Lord Provost of the City, and Past Grand 

Mastel' of the Grand Lodge, as Acting Grand Master_ 
There was a very large attendance, deputations being present from more 

than one hundred lodges, numbering about fifteen hnndred brethren. 
The ceremoll ies in 1763 were closely followe.d; an account of them, taken 

from the records of Grand Lodgfl by the Grand Secretary, is appended to 
this pamphlet; the account does not (liffer materially from that given by 
PRESTON. 

The (jrand Lodge was opened in the first degree: and" the Grand Master 
having intimated the special business," "Grand Lodge adjourned" and 
proceeded to join the lodges, which were being marshalled ir.; Charlotte 
Square. 

A very brief account of the ceremonies is given, but the Grand Master, 
referring to the ceremonies in 1763, said that" they were that day strictly 
following the analogy at that time." As then, the Grand Lodge marched 
back to Masonic Hall, and was closed by the Grand Master. 

After the ceremony, the Lord Provost and the Corporation of the City 
entertained the Grand Master and about 250 of the craftRmen at a dinner in 
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Music Hall. An account of it, abridged from a newspaper account, is ap
pended. Cuts of the Old North Bridge and of the new one as it is proposed 
to be, are given. We find that the" Old North Bridge" still stands and 
that the new one is an additional avenue reqnired by the growth of the city 
and i Ls business. 

An examination of the reports of the Grand Committee shows an increas
ing revenue and an increasing balance over expenditnres: the establishment 
of a District Grand Lodge in the Transvaal; and that there is a sub-commit
tee to visit sunh lodges in the Metropolitan District as may express a desire 
to receive such visit. 

An amendment to the constit.ut.ion haa been adopted, requiring an interval 
of two weeks between the conferring of any two degrees. We think this 
will have a tendency to prevent the admission of candidates from abroad 
and remove the cause for complaints as to infringement of jurisdiction 
by lodges in this country. We note that the lodges have not yet become 
accustomed to this rule, for many violations of it were reported. The com· 
mittee suspended the charters temporarily and remitted the matter to the 
District Grand Master, with full power to deal with each case and report. 

We find the following: 
" The privileges of a Past Initalled Master are-The right to sit as a con

stituent member of his Provincial Grand Lodge; and, in the absence of the 
Installed Masters of any regular lodge in which he may for the time be, to 
sit ana officiate in the chair of such lodge if called thereto by the brethren 
present. . 

"Grand Secretary is of opinion that diplomas to those having the degree 
of Installed Master in virtue of their election to t.he chair of a lodge should 
not be issued until the full service of one year as Master shall have expired, 
and has been certified to by the Secretary of his lodge. 

" It was unanimously resolved to recommend to Grand Lodge to adofl\t 
the suggestion offered by Grand Secretary with reference to the issuing of 
diplomas of the degree of Installed Master." 

It will be seen that the law 'of this Grand Lodge is, that in the absence of 
the Master, a Past Master presides. 

One Provincial Grand Master reports: 

"The Dunblane Lodge celebrated its Bi-Centenary in June last year. 
Many of the lodges in tile province were present at tbe proceedings, wbicb 
were conduct.ed under the auspices of Grand Lodge and Provincial Grand 
Lodge. The wor~s of the Grand Master on the occasion are worthy to be 
recorded in this report-' It bas been a pleasure to tbe Grand Master to bave 
to-day taken part with Lodge No.9 in celebrating tbe completion of tbe second 
century of its existence, and it is tbe bope of tbe Grand Master tbat its 
future career may be such as to ad vance and adorn the craft in ana beyond 
its ancient borne.' " 

This is lodge No.9 on the roll: and the claim is tbat il was organized in 
1695; we noticed last year that it is claimed that tbe lodge has complete 
records for two huudred years. It would be a grand contribution to masonic 



Correspondence-South Austral£a. 527 

history to give an abstract of the early records. In this connecLion, we note 
that this lodge, with five others in the sanie province (one of them a young 
lodge) confer the Mark degree. 

The Grand tiecretary of the" Grand Lodge of All India" (Provincial), in 
the name of its Grand Master, urges that the Grand Master be given the 
power to grant dispensations to shorten the two weeks interval between 
degrees, saying, among other things, that the English Provo Gr. Mastel' has 
that power, so that the rule operates to the injury of the Scottish lodges. 
The consideration of the question was deferrerl. 

The following is of much interest: 
"A communication, of date May 20, was read from the Scottish-holding 

Lodge Aintab, Syria, No. 773, of which the following is an extract:-' It is 
more than six months since we wrote you last. The cause of our silence is 
evident: the dreadful massacres that took place ill all the Eastern Provinces 
of Asa Minor extended also to Ailltab. Hundreds have been killed alld 
thousands nave been robbed. More than four thousands people, reduced to 
utter destitution, have been saved from imminent death by the timely help 
of British and American Christians. A good many of our brethren have 
suffered sorely,-and some eight or nille of them are still in prison, in 
Aleppo, under false and malevolent charges. We, the remaining few, now 

. ask your help, and through you the help of all the brethren in Scotland to 
enable poor and robbed artisans to procure instruments and utensils for 
their trades and handicrafts. Since writing the above our brothers 
in Aleppo have been released from prison. Anything that the Grand Lodge 
of Scotland may send will be taken charge of and be dispensed by the Rev. 
Dr. Fuller, Central Turkey College, who is designated here by the British 
and American Embassies of Constantinople.' 

"It was resolved to recommend to Grand Lodge to grant one hundred 
pounds tOwards the relief of the distressed brethren in Aleppo and Aintab." 

We again express our great regret that we have not received the Proceed
ings for the remainder of the year. 

SOUT H AUST RA LIA , 1896. 

At the semi-annual communication in October, 1895, the business was 
merely routine. 

The following decision was made: 

"The Board have been asked for a ruling iu reference to the status of 
honorary members. The constitutions are very clear on the point. Hon
orary members cannot vote on any questions, unless a unanimous vote by 
ballot is taken conferring that privilege; it is also quite clear that honorar.v 
members are not eligible for any office." 

At the annual communication iu April, 1896, the report of the Board of 
General Purposes was adopted. 

One new lodge had been chartered. A proposition had been made that 
an organ be purchasect "for the rendering of the Masonic Ritual," but the 
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Board of Trustees decided that the expenditure proposed ($2,000) was not 
warranted, at any rate at the present time. 

The Inspector of Lodges had visited nearly all them, and found them 
(with one exception) working satisfactorily: in the excepted case, the Master 
had promised compliance with the order which had been issued to him. 
The Lodge of Instruction had not been sufficiently attended. 

The finances of the Grand Lodge were in an admirable condition: the 
total dues received were over $4,000, of which some $1,250 was for the be
nevolent fund. The total membership had fallen off from 2,351 to 2,257: 
of this loss 31 arose from the snrrender of the charter of one lodge; of the 
38 active lodges, one showed an increase of 26 members, nine others an in
crease of one or two each, several just held their own, and the others show a 
a loss, generally of only a few members; so it would seem that the depression 
is a general one: the Grand Lodge dues are equivalent to nearly two 
dollars a year per capita, and in the depression of business, the payment of 
heavy lodge dues is probably a large cause of the falling off. 

VICTORI A . 

We have the Proceedings for 1896, except those of the March Quarterly. 
The Board presented a large amount of business for the consideration of 

Grand Lodge. 
A Master, having refused to put a motion, duly seconded, for the confir

mation of a portion of the minutes, was held to be guilty of a masonic 
offence: and that his refnsal to convene a meeting of the lodge for election 
of a Master was a violation of the constitution. The Board found further, 
that he was unfit for the position, and that he should be suspended, but the 
Grand Lodge, on motion of the President of the Board, changed suspension 
to removal. 

The following was adopted: 
"The Board considers it desirable' That any brother convicted of a felony 

or misdemeanour, and sentenced to a term of imprisonment, shall be reported 
by the lodge of which he was a member at the time of committing the offence 
for which he has been convicted, to the Board of General Purposes; and if 
in the opinion of that Board, such felony or misdemeanour is considered La 

bc a masonic offence, the Board shall report the brother to Grand Lodge for 
expulsion. The lodge failing to so report within six ruonths of such con
viction shall be deemed contumacious, and be dealt with under clause 242 
of the book of constitutions. This resolution to be retrospective, and any 
lodge within six months of the confirmation of the resolution failing to report 
a member WllO has been convicted, shall be dealt with under the before 
mentioned clause.' " 

Applications were made to the Board for charters for lodges ill Western 
Australia: the Board replied, "That tllis Grand Lodge has no jllrisdiction ": 
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but Grand Lodge amended by saying, "That this Grand Lodge does not 
desire to assume jurisdiction." As the reply of the Board was, in our judg
ment, clearly correct, we regret the chauge, as it carries the implication that 
whether it will grant a charter or not rests in the discretion of the Grand 
Lodge. The only correct rule is, that while the three British Grand Lodges 
have concnrrent jurisdiction in the unoccupied Dependencies of the British 
crown, they have exclusive jurisdiction as against all others. 

The following action of the Board, after discussion, waR approved by the 
Grand Lodge: 

"A Senior Warden of a country lodge wrote, stating that his W. M. being 
absent, assumed that he was the principal officer to rule the lodge ul!til the 
'next installation. To this the Past Masters of the lodge demurred, relying 
on rule 123, of the book of constitutions, which they considered supported 
the claim of the Junior Past Master to officiate and work the lodge. The 
Board approved the action of the l'ast Masters. " 

The Grand Lodge confirmed the negative reply of the Board to the follow
ing questions: 

"1. A member tenders his resignation in writing, which is read in open 
lodge. It is proposed that the letter be considered at the next meeting. Is 
the W. M. justified in accepting said motion ? 

" 2. Can a member withdraw his resignation after tendering same in 
writing, or by word of mouth, in open lodge? 

" 3. Can a lodge refuse to accept the resignation of a member, he being 
in arrears? 

"4. Can a lodge refuse to accept the resignation of a member, all dues 
paid, if the lodge is in financial difficulties?" 

In September, also, the Board had quite a budget for presentation to Grand 
Lodge: the following, all of which were adopted, are of interest: 

., It having come under the notice of the Board that several lodges have 
committed a breach of the constitutions, by conferring a degree at a less 
interval than four weeks from the reception of the previous degree, the 
Board desires to draw special attention to rnle 173, which prohibits such a 
course, unless application has been previously made to the M. W. Grand 
Master for a dispensation." 

* * * * * * * * * 
"A charge of unmasonic conduct was made by a P. M. of a suburban 

lodge, against the W. M. of another suburban longe, viz: 'That the said 
W. M. did ballot for and accept a candidate, of whom the tongue of good 
report had not been heard.' The Board fully enquired into the charge, and 
found that it han not beer, sllstained; and was of opinion that the W. M. 
should be exonerated from all blame in the matter, he having taken more 
than usual care in making the necessary enquiries as to the fitness of the 
candinate. The Board was, however, of opinion, that although the charg~ 
of unmasonic conduct was not sustained, the evidence adduced by the P. M. 
showed that he was actuated by the sole desire of endeavoring to maintain 
the purity of the craft. The Board instrncted the W. M. not to initiate the 
candidate in respect of whom the charge was made." 

* * * * * * * * * 
" The following letter has been received from the Grand Secretary of the 

Grand Lodge of England:-
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"UNITED GRAND LODGE OF ENGLAND, 
:FREEMASONS' HALL, GREAT QUEEN STHEET, 

LONDON, W. C., ,Tune 22, 1896. 
" Dear Sir and V . W. Brother: 

" The relations between the Grand Lodge of England and that of Victoria 
am of so cordial and fraternal a character that I feel some hesitation in even 
referring to a report which has reached me, that the Grand LodgfJ of Victoria 
has entertained an application from certain brethren resinent in Western 
Anstralia. for a warrant to establish a new longe in that colony, which, as 
you are aware, is under the jnrisniction of the Grand Longe of England. 

" It is needless to point out to you that the granting of such a warrant 
would be a most flagrant act of aggression, and one which wou:d be naturally 
resented by the Grand Lodge of England. 

" I shall be glad to learn from yon that there is no foundation for the 
rumour, to which I find reference is made in an Australian masonic news, 
paper called' Masonry,' a copy of which reached me a few days since. 

"I am dear Sir and V. W. Brother, 
" Yours faithfully and fraternally, 

"E. LWfCIIWOR'1'H, G. S. 
"V. W. Bno. JOlIN BRAIM, Grand Secretary, Victoria. 

"The Grand Secretary was instructed to communicate the decision arrived 
at by (jrand Lodge on 15th June last, viz: 'That this Grand Lodge does not 
desire to assume jurisdiction.' " 

We had not seen the item in relation to lodges in Western Australia, when 
we wrote our comments above. 

We commend the second item to those who hold that all, that a rejection 

means, is that some member of the lodge does then desire the candidate to 
become a member of the lodge. 

Three charters for new lodges were granted upon the recommendation of 

the Board. 
In December, a form of application was adopted to be used by all lodges 

and to be preserved on file by the Secretary, at least one year. We give 
the form in order to show something of the law of eligibility of candidates: 

"FORM OF ApPLICATION. 
" 1'0 the WorshipJul11faster, Officers and Members oj the Lodge, No. 

" I, being a free man, and of the full age of twenty-one years, 
do declare that, unbiassed by the improper solicitation of friends, and unin
fluenced by mercenary or other unworthy motives, I freely and voluntarily 
offer myself a candidate for the mysteries apd privi leges of Freemasonry; 
that I am prompted by a favorable opinion preconceived of the institution, 
and a desire for knowledge; and that I will cheerfully conform to all the 
ancient usages and established customs of the Order. 

"QUESTIONS '1'0 BE ANSWERED BY CANDIDATE. 
"Name in full, Age, Occupation, 
"Married or Single, Address, Business, Private, 
" Have you ever made application to be proposed in any other masonic 

lodge? 
" If so, please state name of lodge, and where holden. 
" Were you accepted? If not, for what reason? 
"Freemasunry not being a Benefit Society, have you seriously considered 

whether your circumstances will enable you to snpport the institution? 
"Candidate's Signature. 

" WE l'ROPOSE the above-named Gentleman as a Candidate for Initiation 
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[and deposit the sum of £ Proposition Fee]. We also beg leave to 
refcr you to-
" Here give Two Referees, with address 
as fn lly competent to give satisfactory information concerning him. 

" Proposer's Signature. Seconder's Signature. 
,. Date, 18 " 

We do not understand the pertinencY 'of the question, "If not, for what 
reasoll?" Because we do not understand how the candidate can know the 
reason . 

The commun ication from our Grand Lodge was presented to the Grand 
Lodge by the Board without recommendatiou. Our Grand Representative, 
R. W. BENJAMIN D. SmTH, requested fraternal consideration of it, where-
upon: 

"R. W. Bro. T. H. Brain, P. S. G. W., moved the adoption of the clause. 
Objection having been taken to adopting the resolutions contained in the 
communication, the M. W. the Grand Master pointed out that t he clause 
contained no recommendation, but simply stated that a communication had 
been received, therefore there was nothing to adopt. The clause was 
passed. " 

We understand that this means that no action will be taken. 

Under the rule adopted in relation to reporting the names of persons con
victed of felony at auy time in the past, three were reported for expulsion 
and were expelled. 

We are glad to notice evidences of prosperity in this jurisdiction. 

Members, 
Raised, 
Admissions, &c, 
Dimissions, 
Expulsions, 
Suspensions, 

COMPARISON OF STATISTICS. 

G. Lodges. 

r897· 

Totals. 

r897· 

G. Lodges. Totals. 
r896. r8g6. 

G. Lodges. 

r895· 

Totals. 

r895· 

57 . . .. 804,706 .. .... 57 . ... 781,670 . ..... 57 .... 765,293 
55 . . .. . 43,721 ...... 55 .... .40,755 . ..... 54 .. . .. 39,537 
55 ..... 22,574 . .. . .. 55 ..... 21 ,88l. ..... 54 . .... 21,029 
56 .. . . . 17,916 .. . ... 56 .... . 17,544 ..... . 56 ..... 17,346 
54 . . . . .... 478 . ... . . 53 ..... . .. 481 . . .... 54 ........ 476 
36 .. . ..... 383 ...... 37 ........ 304 . ..... 34 . ....... 335 

" npt dues, 56 ..... 18,700 ...... 56 . .... 18,381 ... . .. 56 . . . . . 15,905 
Deaths, 56 ... . . 12,062 .. . . .. 56 ..... 11,185 ...... 1)6 ..... 11,077 
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STATISTICS. 

W e append our usual table. 

GRAND 
LODGES. 

Alahama, .... .. .. .. .. ... 
Arizona, ............... ,. 
Arkansas ....... . . . .. .... 
British Columbia, ....... . 
California, .. .•. .. . . . . ... .. 
Cana(la, ...... .. .......... 
Colorado, ...... .. ....... . 
Connecticut, .... ......... 
Dela.ware , ......... . ..... 
Dist. of Columbia ... ..... 
Florida •.......... .. 
Georgia, ... .. . ........... 
Idaho, . . .• . .. ...... .. .. . 
Illinois, ... .... .. ... ... , ..... 
Indiana .. .......... ..... . . 
Indian T erritory, ........ 
Iowa .......... ... .... .... 
Kansas, ...•.. ..... ... 
Kentucky, ........ ....... .. 
Louisiana, ..... . .... '" ... 
Maille, ... o ••••• • ••• 0 •• •• 

Manitoba, ...... . .. ...... 
Maryland .................. 
Massachusetts, . . ... .. .. ,. 
Michigan, .... . . . ... .. . .. 
Minnesota, .. , . 
Mississ ippi, .. .... .. .... .. 
Missouri , ............ . ... 
Montana ................. 

ebraska, . .... . ......... 
evada, .. .. ..... ....... ,. 
e w 

N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
o 
o 
o 
p 
p 

Brunswick, ... . .. ... 
ew Hampshire •......... 
ew J ersey, .. .. ..... . .. . 
ew Mexico, .. ... .. ... .. 
ew york, .............. . 
orth Carolina, . . ....... . 
orth Dakota ............ 
ova Scotia .... .... . .. . . . 
1,;0, .. ................. 
klalIoma, ..•. . ........ . 
regon ................ 
ennsy lvania, ...... . ... .. 
.E. I sland, ....... ... .. . 

Q 
I 
S 
S 
T 

uebec, ...... . ......... . 
lhode I sland, . .. ....... ,. 
outh Carolina, ... . .... ,. 

'outh Dakota, . ....... . 
ennessee, ... , . .......•. 

~ 
" ,t:J 

S 
" );;; 

11 .113 
569 

13,2!)4 
1.272 

18,:108 
23,351 

7,:157 
16,81:{ 
2,'177 
5,IHl 
4,393 

17 ,3 17 
1.152 

52,509 
28.430 
2.908 

26,890 
19,595 
11:1,367 
5.:36:{ 

22,085 
2,413 
7.310 

37,460 
38.668 
15,428 
9,110 

30.60t) 
~.6:l6 

11 ,836 
948 

1,774 
8,963 

16.094 
894 

(10.874 
10.839 
2.535 
3.351 

40;839 
1.085 
4,874 

49,58!) 
515 

3.519 
4.8\)0 
5.7:15 
4,:143 

17,68::! 

":l .,,; 
" \ .e ~'d e 

" 'S ;~ '" '" ~ ~ ~ 

627 762 
411 20 

544 47(; 
III 43 

1,192 685 
1,186 490 

392 30s:! 
(l93 142 

!li 14 
30J 103 
268 241 
975 .. . .. 
69 47 

3.346 1,279 
1,815 982 

32:3 331 
1,506 1,057 

995 63ti 
1.400 890 

283 13:l 
721 177 
167 104 
204 48 

2,393 400 
1,947 60 1 

761 34~ 
514 491 

1,325 1,140 
194 7s:! 
588 425 

3() 27 
70 34 

...... 440 
904 266 
52 34 

5,720 2.090 
580 236 
233 77 
216 104 

2,507 1.549 
101 11 2 
267 193 

2,48. 682 
21 1:3 

208 71 
315 325 
318 .. .... 
262 115 
755 666 

; .,,; 
.,; " ~ "" ~ il '" Q; :5 0. 0. 

~ >< '" 
~ '" '" 

011 15 2:1 
;~4 0 0 

4i(; 33 32 
68 I 

380 4 3 
657 1 10 
210 7 . .. . . 

94 1 3 
13 1 ... . . 
49 0 0 

214 7 ..... 
...... . ... . 

32 2 
1,128 15 .. ... 

758 24 33 
174 7 ... . 
789 20 7 
660 5 .. . .. 
6:3H 24 ..... 
91 2 .. ... 

160 1 2 
100 0 3 
h7 :2 1 

340 Ii 0 
62(l 9 .... . 
3i il 7 i' 
350 b s:! 
83\:! 48 2() 
85 2 1 

404 Il ..... 
3ti I ..... 
48 0 ..... 

103 0 1 
1\)2 2 2 
45 1. .... 

1,023 27 .. 
224 24 2~ 

$)5 2 0 
86 0 0 

785 ;)2 17 
64 0 . .. .. 

llO il 4 
490. . .. .. ... 

Hi 0 0 
110 0 1 
26 1 0 

177 . . .. . ... . 
2:37 0 6 
812 25 43 

--= " 0; 
c£ = a-: 
:.0 ~. ~ 
Q. c..--: 
"" ... "" 0=0 " oog i5 

542 265 
14 4 

484 257 
*:lH 1il 
41i' 342 
587 255 

*174 76 
204 2111 
l 'j* 27 
103 86 
245 *00 

. ..... . . . . 
19* 21 
945 736 
5U5 450 

*10:3 44 
741 31(1 

*:368 225 
*1 .U85 302 

*169 12(i 
242 331) 
84 1!'l 
44 28 

~74 5!'l6 
*403 518 

239 18::! 
25ti 20:3 
817 458 

71 !'l(j 
*Hl 113 
*27 17 
*20 24 

43 168 
315 240 
*5 11 

2,050 1.522 
2()ti 148 

25 15 
77 4:3 

1,704 ti45 
*4:3 64 
19:3 81 

t71\! 834 
7 3 

67 41 
20 59 

IH1 II~ 
13:! 32 
271 354 
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GU.A.ND LODGES. 

Texas, . .. . ... . 
Utah, .. . ........... . . . 
Vermont, .. . ... ..... . 
Virginia, ........... . 
Wa shington, .. ... . 
West Virginia, .. .... . . 
Wisconsin ... .... . 
Wyoming, ..... , 

30,567 1,491 \ 1,751 ),539/ ti51 ;{tl 706/ 499 
763 49 36 18 1 0 22 9 

9694 430 140 105 0.. . . *97 137 
12,652 ..... t93 426, 19 ]3 318 222 
4,9\Jl 230 231 183 61 5 22:3 64 
5,8()7 4[)9 136 158 :3 2 ]23 74 

16,408 9.16 592 506 1 51 334 256 

I 
1,02:3 / 64 ;;4 / 2:.l ;~ I 2 9 15 

tl04,706 4:3,721122 .. 574 17,!J16 478 38:318,700 12062 TotRI, ..... . . . 

* lncluding suspensions for un masonic conduct. 

t fncluding expu lsions. 

:t.Restorat~on s only. 

PR.OCEEDINGS R.EVIEWED. 

The following Table gives the Proceedings reviewed, the date and length 
of the annual communication, and the page of these Proceedings upon which 

the review of each commences. 

Grand Lodge. Date and Length of Annual Communication . Page. 

Alabama, December 1 and 2, ]896, 276 
Arizona, November 10 to 12, 1896. 278 
Arkansas, November 17 and 18, 1896. 279 
British Columbia, June 18 and 19, 1896. 284 

California, October 13 and 17, 1896. 286 
Canada, Jnly 15 and 16, 1896, 293 
Colorado, September 15 and 16, 1896. 296 
Connecticnt, January 20 and 21, 1897. :301 
Delaware, October 7 and 8, 1896. 304 

District of Columbia, November 1l, 1896. 308 

Florida, January 19 to 21, 1897. 312 

Georgia, October 27 and 28, 1896. 314 

Idaho, September 8 to 10, 1896. 317 

Illinois, October 6 to 8, 1896. 322 

Indiana, May 26 and 27, 1896. 330 

Indian T erritory, August 11 and 12, 1896. 334 

Iowa, June 2 to 4, 1896. 339 

Kansas, February 17 and 18, 1897. 346 

Kentucky, October 20 to 22, 1896. 353 

Louisiana, February 8 to 10, 1897. 359 

Manitoba, August 15 and 16, 1896. 363 

Maryland, November 17, 1896. 366 

Massach usetts, December 27, 1896, 499 

\ 
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Michigan, 
Minnesota, 
Mississippi, 
Missouri, 
Montana, 
Nebraska, 
Nevada, 
New Brunswick, 
New Hampshire, 
New Jersey, 
New Mexico, 
New York, 
North Carolina, 
North Dakota, 
Nova Scotia, 
Ohio, 
Oklahoma, 
Oregon, 
Pennsylvania, 
Prince Edward Island, 
Quebec, 
Rhode Island, 
South Carolina, 
South Dakota, 
Tennessee, 
Texas, 
Utah, 
Vermont, 
Virginia, 
Washington, 
West Virginia, 
Wisconsin, 
Wyoming, 
England, 
Irelanrl, 
Mexico, 
New South Wales, 
New Zealand, 

Scotland, 
South Australia, 
Victoria, 

January 26 and 27, 1897. 
January 13 and 14, 1897. 
February 11 and 12, 1897. 
October 20 and 21, 1896. 
September 16 and 17, 1896. 
June 10 and 11, 1896. 
June 9 and 10, 1896. 
August 25 and 26, 1896. 
May 20, 1896. 
January 27 and 28, 1897. 
October 5 and 6, 1896. 
June 2 to 4, 1896. 
January 12 to 14, 1897. 
June 9, 1896. 
June 10, 1896. 
October 21 and 22, 1896. 
February 11 and 12, 1896. 
June 10 to 13, 1896. 
December 28, 1896. 
June 24, 1896. 
January 27 and 28, 1897. 
May 18, 1896. 
December 8 and 9, 1896 
June 9 and 10, 1896. 
January 27 to 29, ]897. 
December 1 to 3, ]896. 
January 19 to 21, 1897. 
June 10 and 11, 1896. 
December 1 to 3, 1896. 
June 9 and 10, 1896. 
November 10 and 11, 1896. 
June 9 to 11, 1896. 
September 8, 1896. 

371 
377 

506 
382 
386 
392 
397 
513 
400 
404 
407 
410 
416 
418 
421 
423 
428 
431 
434 
439 
442 
446 
447 
451 
456 
461 
468 
472 
474 
482 
490 
492 
496 
514 
519 
519 
520 
522 
525 
527 
528 
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CONCLUSION. 

Our review covers all the North American Grand Lodges and nearly all of 

the others with which we maintain an actual exchange of masonic corre· 
spondence. 

There are a few subjects upon which we desire to speak specifically. 

J URI SDI CTION OVER REJECTED CANDIDATES. We regret to find that in 

several Grand Lodges, the resolutions of our Grand Lodge have been con
sidered from the narrow policy of what is best for that particular Grand 

Lodge, instead of from the broad standpoint of what is best for the har

mony and peace of the craft universal. Already this harmony and peace 

have been disturbed in numerons cases by questions growing out of the 

diverse law and practice of different Grand Lodges: and the excitement is 
increasing, and nnless the matter is met as masons should meet it, the conse

quences will inevitably be disastrous. Our Grand Lodge, while entirely 

satisfied with its own law, believed that mutual concessions should be made 

to secure uniformity and consequent peace, and, thereupon, changed its own 

law and made an appeal to other Grand Lodges to act in the same direction. 

She made a proposition for the consideration of the others, not as an ultima

tum, but as a basis of action, and if modifications were found to be desirable , 

she was ready to consider them from the broad standpoint of the good of 

the craft, as it should seem to her. 

The end is not yet with those Grand Lodges which have acted upon the 

proposition from the standpoint of their own interest. Sooner or later it 

will be 1.he turn of each of them, either to fail to sustain candidates in rights 

which she claims to have given to them, or disturb the peace of the crait by an 

unseemly qnarrel with a sister Grand Lodge. 

One fact has been developed, which should canse anxiety to every true 

mason-and that is, that in many quarters there exist utterly unmasonic 
ideas in relation to the significance of the ballot, and the considerations 

which should govern a mason in balloting upon the petition of a candidate 

for admission into the Fraternity. 

This has been recently iIIustratecl by newspaper writers, in reference to 

balloting, by placing the box upon the altar, ancl each member approaching 

it in turn and giving the Master the sign before depositing his ballot. With 

their usual ignorance (we are compelled to say) of masonic usage, they de

clare it to be the recent invention of some" idiot" : Bro. BERRY has called 

attention to the fact, that this method is given by MAC KEY in his Lexicon 

(edition of 1855). The first time (early in 1849) that we balloted upon a 

petition, this method was followed. The reason then giv!:n to us, was that 

the object was that each member should be most forcibly reminded of the 

importance of the act which he was about to perform, and that his obligations 
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bound him to ballot with an eye single to the good of the craft, without in
dulging in personal favor or personal prejudice, whereby unfit men might 
be admitted or worthy candidates rejected. 

The disuse of this method was a consequence of the growth of the lodge 
to such an extent as to make it impracticable. In some lodges, after it was 
disused, the Master was in the habit of delivering a brief charge jnst before 
collecting the ballots, as to the duty of each member, nearly in the language 
which we have above given. We were once present in a masonic body when 
a candirlate was proposed, who was not on speaki ng terms with one of the 
members present; to the surprise of very many, tlte ballot was clear: the 
matter was mentioned to the member, but he said, "I was taught years ago, 
that in ballotiug upon a candidate, it is immasonic to be governed by my 
personal wishes." The candidate gave a start of surprise when, on his in
troduction, he saw that member present. As soon as the ceremony was 
over, he rushed to an acquaintance and asked, "Is Mr. P. a member of this 
body ? Was he present when my application was voted upon? Did he 
vote?" Upon receiving an affirmative reply, he rushed to the member, and 
while what was said was never known to others, they soon stood with 
clasped hands with the tears coursing down the cheeks of each; and they 
were devoted friends ever after. If the same spirit and sense of masonic 
duty could influence and control all masons, little difficuly could ever grow 
out of the rejection of candidates. 

THE WISCONSIN PROPOSITION. We have not made a specific report upon 
the circular submitted to the committee, for the reason that the proposition 
has been rejecterl by the almost unanimous voice of the Grand Lodges, because 
its adoption would overthrow one of the fundamental principles of Masonry. 

This circular is an attempt to defend the position of the Wisconsin com
mittee against the objections made to it. The original proposition is re
stated and re.argued. The committee state that they do not" propose any 
innovation or new departure in Masonry"; and yet the very first line of 
their proposition-" It is the duty of each lodge to take care of its own 
members in distress, wherever they may be," is an innovation and new 
departure utterly in conflict with a fundamental principle of Freemasonry. 
They admit that it is not masonic charity, but claim that it is "masonic re
lief." They point to no authority in the ancient charges, or the old regula
tions, or the ancient usages; and for a good reason, there is no authority in 
them for it. 

They utterly misunderstand the positiou of their opponents. They assume 
that we object to organized relief; there is no ground for the assumption. 
The contention is not as to the method oj reliej, but as to the principles upon 
which it is to be given. The Wisconsin committee claim, First, That a mason 
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in distress is entitled to relief to the extent of his actual necessities, and that, 
too, without regard to the ability of his brethren: Second, That it is the duty 
of his lodge to give that relief in any event: Third, That it is t.he duty of the 
Grand Lodge to see that the lodge does this, or to do it itself : Fourth, That 
any lodgf' may relieve what it may deem to be the actual necessities of a 
brother and hold it ' as a debt against his lodge, guaranteed by its Grand 

Lodge. 

No warrant for a single one oj these pl'oposit'ions can be found in the land

marks, laws or ancient usages of the fraternit.v. It does not follow, that by 
denying anyone of them, any objection is made to " organized" masonic 
charity. Almost, if not all, the Grand Lodges, which have rejected these 
propositions, ha ve organized systems of charity. The distressed are relieved 
by "organizen charities" as well as by individual brethren, to the extent of 
their ability. But that is not the real object of the Wisconsin Proposition: 
its real object is to obtain re-imbllrsement by lodges and individuals, of 
amounts expended by them for a member of another lodge. To lay the 
foundation for this, they lay down the un masonic propositions which we 
have quoted. 

In this Circular the committee say: 

" We notR, however, one point made by Bro. Drummond, that in case 
our proposition is adopted, an additional clause should be added, that the 
relieving lodge is to be sole judge of the distressed brother's necessities, 
otherwise it would be a Jelo de se, and that consequently it might rull its 
brother lodge hopelessly in debt. We cannot conceive how so distinguished 
a brother can gravely cast such an assertion upon the Masonic Fraternity. 
No man in active business bllt has, at times, to trust those with whom he 
deals, to as I,t reat an exten t, and certainly our own brethren are to be trusted 
to that extent, or we had better disband. In all legislation, civil or masonic, 
the principle is recognized that laws lIlay be adopted containing certain pro
visions subject to restrictions." 

The printer has evidently mangled the" copy," and we can scarcely tell 

wbat the" copy" was. 

We suppose, however, that we are safe in reading "aspersion" for 
" assertion. " We cast no aspersion whatever upon the Masonic Fraternity: 
we were showing the result of the actual and honest working of the proposed 
system, which is so bad that abuses are not needed to condemn it. This is 
what we said: 

" The proposition is explained in the circular; were it not, the full scope 
of it wouln not be understood; indeed, the main feature of it is omitted. 
To understand it, there must be added after the second sentence, 'Alld the 
lodge, iu whose jurisdiction such member falls into distress, has the right 
to determine whether such member is in distress, and the amount which his 
"actual necessities " retjuire, and to grant relief accordingly, and have a 
valid cla im for that amount against the lodge of which the brother relieved 
was a member, and ill case of its inability, against the Grand Lodge.' " 
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Do the committee controvert this? Or a single one of the propositions 
which it contains? Not a bit of it ! 

But we said further: 
" Again; the proposition demands an amount of aid, limited only by the 

, actual necessities ' of the applicant, without regard to the ability of the 
party for whom relief is sougbt: it declares in effect tbat every mason is en
titled to full support for his whole life, if his circumstances require it. But 
the obligation of the mason to relieve the distressed is limited by his ability; 
and Masonry never contemplated the decision by one brother or one lodge, 
as to the amount which another brother or another lodge is able to give b.v 
way of relief. While this feature of the proposition is unmasonic, it is also 
exceerlingly dangerous: a lodge is liable to find itself overwhelmed by debt 
without its consent or even its knowledge, and still worse, against its pro
test. " 

We did not propose that" an additional clause should be added" : we were 
giving the correct interpretation of the proposition-an interpretation that 
is not denied. Our second statement gives the consequences in exact con
formity to the proposition. Can anyone deny it? Does the proposition 
state that a member of a lodge is entitled to relief to the extent of his actual 
necessities? And if his" actual necessities" are the means of living day 
after day, do they not amount to continual fmpport? And iH not the lodge 
in whose jurisdiction he is, bound to aid him to that extent? Does not the 
proposition assert that such lodge has a legal claim upon the lodge of which 
he is a member for the amOU!lt expended? 
up all its property, upon its Grand Lodge? 

And when the lodge has used 
Would not the perfectly honest 

working of this system run a lodge hopelessly iu debt? Does the proposition 
give his own lodge the slightest right or power to stop the expenditure for 
"actual necessities"? Go to! It is folly and waste of space to discuss 
such a proposition! 

T:n: FRATERNAL DEAD. It seems to us that Death has been more busy 
than usual during the past year, and the craft has suffered many grievous 
losses. 

Circulars inform us of the deaths, since the Proceedings were issued, of 
the following brethren among others: 

Past Grand Master MARCUS WOL~' , of the Grand Lodge of British Colum· 
bia, and Chairman of the Committee on Correspondence. Our review of the 
Proceedings of that Grand Lodge, written when we supposed him to be liv·· 
ing, indicates how great a loss we deem that the Fraternity suffers in his 
death. 

Past Grand Master ZEPHANIAH C. LUSE, of Iowa, has recently died: for
merly he used to visit the East and he was always a welcome guest. In 
later years, he has suffered intensely with rheumatism, and been obliged to 
forego masonic work and even correspondence. We learned to esteem him 
highly. 
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We have noted in our review of Massachusetts how that jurisdiction has 

suffered. 

New Hampshire has recently lost Bro. ANDREW BUNTON, one of the fore

most masons in the State, who died suddenly in the apparent prime of life. 

JOSEPH N. DOLI' '', Past Grand Master of Oregon; WILLIAM F. BUNTING, 
Past Grand Master of New Brullswick; A:-lDRl>W lVI. WOLIHIN, the vener

able Grand Secretary of Georgia; JOHN STEADMAN, Grand Master of Mon

tana; JOHN H. BELL, Past Grand Master and Grand Secretary of lVIanitoba; 

THEODORl, SCHltEI:-lER , for so many years Grand Tyler of the Grand Lodge 

of Iowa; JOliN WILLIAM MORRlSON, Grand Master of Prince Edward Island; 

and 0111' own Past Senior Grand ,Varden, ARLINGTON B. l\TA RSTON, are 

among those whose deaths the craft is now mourning. 

In spite of bnsiness depression, in spite of the allurements of the numerous 
"beneficIal organizations," and in spite of the opposition of a few app,u'ently 

honest Lut misguided cranks, our membership has handsomely increased 
during the year. Those in authority have pleaded so earnestly and elo

quently for the preservation of the high character of the Institution, that. we 

have confidence that the quality of our membership has not diminished. 

We believe, too, that we discern an ebb in the tide that has been thre,tten
ing to sweep Masollry towards the Dead Sea of modern methods. We find, 

too, an increase of faith in, and a corresponding resolutiori to stand hy, the 

ancient landmarks and usages of the craft; and to hand down to those, who 

shall come after us, the Illstitution, bearing aloft the banner under which it 

has won the victories of the past. 

Fraternally submitted, 

JOSIAH H. DRUMMOND, } 

]<~DWARD I'. BURNHAM, Committee. 
ALBRO E. CHASE, 

Apl'.ll(l G. L. 




