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Gyany Zovne of Paine,

CONVENTION OF DELEGATES.

o0xXxX
of a Circular Letter issued by Portland Liodge to the
several Lodges in the District of Maine.

To the Bt. Worshipfidl Master, Wardens amd Brethren of Lodye,

BrETHREY :

As thig portion of the State will soon assume an independent rank in
the Union, the attention of the Masonic Fraternity is naturally and almost
universally directed to a similar separation of the Lodges in Maine from the
jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. If the political tie which
connects the two great divisions of the State is to be severed, there appears n
fitness, independent of other considerations, that the masonic connection shonld
at the same time be dissolved. And as a convention of delegates from the sev-
eral towns in this district is soon to assemble at Portland, to act on civil and
political concerns, the same time and place seem obviously most convenient
for the discussion of our masonic interests and relations, Under these impres-
sions, the Master, Wardens and Brethren of Portland Lodge, in regular Lodge
assembled, have directed us in their behalf to invite the several Lodges in
Maine to appoint one or more delegates each, to meet in convention at Masons’
Hall in Portland, on the evening of Thursday, the 14th day of October next,
to consider whether it is expedient at this time to adopt any measures relative
to a separation of the Lodges in Maine from the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge
of Massachusetts ; and if so, take such measures as may be considered most
proper to carry such design into effect. It is desirable, on g0 momentous
an oceasion, that every Lodge be represented. Should it unfortunately so
happen that no delegate can attend from your Lodge, we hope that some com.
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2 Convention of Delegates,

munication expressive of your sentiments on the principal question will be
forwarded to the Convention.
We pray you to accept the assurance of our respect and masonic affection,
Signed by SIMON GREENLEAF,
SAMUEL BAKER ERG o
; y s Portland Lodye,

ARTHUR SHIRLEY,
Portland, August 13th, 1819,

Agreeably to the foregoing circular, a large and respectable
delegation from the respective Lodges in said District convened
at Masons' Hall on the evening of October 14th, A, D, 1819,

The meeting was called to order by Rt, W, Samuel Baker,
Master of Portland Lodge ; when Rt. W. Simon Greenleaf, Esq.,
P, D.D.G. M., was unanimously chosen President of the Conven-
tion, and W, Bro, John P. Boyd Secretary.

Before proceeding to business, the assistance of the Great Arch-
itect of the Universe was invoked by Rev. Bro. John H. Ingra-
ham, of Thomaston.

DELEGATES PRESENT,

Portlend Lodge—Rt, W, Simon Greenleaf, Fsq., Rt. W. Samuel Baker, W,
Nelson Racklyft.

Kennebee Lodge—W. Peleg Sprague, Tsq.
United Lodge.—Rt. W. Jonathaun Page, Esq., Rt. W. Nuthaniel Greene, Esq.

Saco Lodge—Rt. W, Daniel Granger, Eeq., W. George Thacher Jr., Esq.,
Rt. W, Josiah Calef.

Cumberland Lodge.—Rt, W. Jos. E. Foxcroft, and Bro. Josiah Dunn Jr,, Tsqs.
(riental Lodge.—~W. Jumes Tmerson.
Salay Lodge.—~Rt. W. I'. M. Nath’l Coffin, Esq., and Bro. Benj, Ames, Esq.

Ancient Land-mark Lodge—R¢t. W, Joseph M. Gerrish, W, Eleazer Wryer,
W. John P. Boyd.

York Lodye.—TNro. Joseph Thomas, Esq.

Oriental Stay Lodge—Rt. W, Cornelius Holland, W. Benjumin Bradford, W,
Thomas Chase.

Muine Lodge—Rt. W. Nathan Catler, Esq., and Bro. Ebenezer Eaton.
Freeport Lodge —Rt. W, Rob’t R. Kendall, and Rt. W. Solomon Dennison, Esq.
Temple Loddge.—Rt. W, Daniel Campbell, Esq.,, W. Alexander Belcher, Esq.
Village Lodye —Rt. W, Ebenezer Herrick, Esq.

Adoniram Lodge.—Bros, Marshall Spring and True Bradbury, Esquires.
Northern Star Lodge —W. James Collins, Faq.

Blazing Star Lodge.~Rt. W. Cornelins Holland.

Huncock Lodye —Bro. Moses S. Judkins,
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Lincaln Lodge.—Rt, W, P.M. Abial Wood, Esq., Bro. Warren Rice, Esq.
Amity Lodye—DBro. Samuel A. Whitney, Esq.
Rising Virtue Lodye.~DBros. Joseph Treat and John Wilkins, Esquires.
Orient Lodge.—Rev. Bro. John H. Ingrabam, Bro. John Spear.
St. George Lodye—~Rt. W. John Miller.
]"(‘f{rf!y Lodye—Tt. W, Samuel Little, Esq.
Beljast Lodge—DBro. Alfred Jolmson Jr., Esq.

On motion,

Voted, That the same rules which regulate other masonic assemblies shall
govern the proceedings of this Convention.

Voted, That when a ballot is taken on any question, it shall be taken by
Lodges, if desired by any delegate.

Voted, That Bt. W. Williamn Swan, Esq., D. D, G. M. of the Ninth Masonic
District, be invited to attend this Convention : also, that Rt. W. Joseph M.
Gerrish be a committee to invite him ;

which was done, and he attended accordingly.

The following Resolves, submitted by Rt. W, P. M. Nathaniel
Coffin, Ksq., of Wiscasset, and seconded by W, Brother George
Thacher Jr.,, Esq., of Saco, passed by an unanimous vote.

First, That in the opinion of the Lodges present, the good of Masonry will

be greatly promoted by constituting a Grand Lodge in Maine, and that it is
expedient that suitable measures be taken to effect that object.

Second, That a committee be appointed to consider and report a method of
carrying the foregoing resolution into effect, so that the ohject may be obtained
in the manner most consistent with our duty to the Grand Lodge of Massachu-
setts, and best calculated to promote the prosperity of the Craft.

In conformity to the last resolution,

Voted, That the committee consist of five, and report at the adjournment.

The following Brethren were accordingly chosen, viz: Rt. W,
Simon Greenleaf, Esq., Rt.W. Nathaniel Coflin, Esq., Rt. W.
Daniel Granger, Esq., Rt. W. Joseph M. Gerrish, and W. George
Thacher Jr., Esq.

On motion,

Voted, That no visitors be hereafter ndmitted in this Convention.

The Convention was then adjourned, to assemble at this place
on Tuesday evening next, at seven o’clock,

JOHN P. BOYD, Secretary.
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Masoxns’ Havr, Portland, October 19, A. D, 1819,
The Convention met according to adjournment,

Vatedd, That Rt. W. William Swan, Esq., D. D. G. M. of this District, be
invited to attend the Convention this evening—and that W. Bro. George
Thacher Jr., Esq., invite him accordingly : which was done,

Bro. John Dickinson, Esq., appeared as a delegate from War-
ren Lodge.

The committee appointed at the last meeting now reported the
following resolutions, viz :—

First, That a memorial be addressed to the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts
expressing the views and wishes of this Convention on the sulject of the
separation of the Lodges in Maine from the Grand Lodge, and that the same
be signed by all the delegates present,

Secone, That 0 committee of five be chosen to present said memorial to the
Grand Lodge, with power to agree upon and arrange in behnlf of the Lodges
here represented, all things proper to be done as to the terms of separation and
the formation of a Grand Lodge of Maine.

Tlard, That the expenses of said committee be paid by the Grand Lodge of
Mnine when duly erected, or equally apportioned among the Lodges repre-
sented in this Convention, and such others as may aceede to these transae-
tions.

Fourth, That the Lodges not represented in this Convention be particularly
addressed by saldl committee, and invited to authorize them lo actin their
behalf in the same manner us it they had been here represented by their
delegutes. -

Which resolutions were read and unanimously adopted. The
committee further reported the following memorial to the Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts, agreeably to the first resolution, which
was read, accepted and signed by all the delegates present, and
afterwards by others duly authorized, as follows:

To the Most Worshipful the Grand Lodge of Massachusiits :

The undersigned, delegates of Lodges in Maine, regularly assembled in
Convention at Portland, respectfully represent,—That the District of Maine
being separated from Massachusetts and about to be erected into an independ-
ent State, their attention has been directed to the question whether it is expe-
dient that they should continue under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of
Massachusetts, They perceive that at various periods, this and other Grand
Lodges have recognized the expediency of erecting a separate Grand Lodge in
every independent government where a sufficient number of Lodges exist,
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This principle was first settled by the late * Massachusetts Grand Lodge "
during the war of the revolution. It was adopted by the same Grand Lodge
in the year 5780, when it was determined that all eharters granted without the
limits of this State shall be understood to remain in force until a Grand Lodge
iz formed in the government where such Lodges are held. And it has since
been expressly sanctioned by the resolutions of Jan. 8, 5783, and admitted in
practice in the subsequent erection of Grand Lodges in other States composed
of Lodges originally holding their charters under this Grand Lodge or its pre-
deeessors.  And there is good reason for this practice. For as every mason
owes allegiance to the eivil authority nnder which he lives, us well as snbmis-
sion to the Grand Lodge, if the members of the latter were not amenable to
the same laws with himself, 2 most injurious opposition might arise between
his duties as a citizen and a mason.  Buot your memorinlists also believe that
no practical benefit ean result from a continnance of our masonic connection,
however long and happily it has hitherto subsisted. The distance of every
Lodge in Maine from the Grand Lodge is so great as hitherto to render the
attendanee of District Deputy Grand Masters and officers of Lodges very in-
eonvenlent and of course very seldom. Political intercourse being terminated
these inconveniences will be preater; Lodges if represented at all, must be
represented for the most part by proxies wholly unknown to them, and
strangers to their views and feelings, The charity fund, from its distance,
and the infrequency of masonic intercourse can yield no real advantage to the
fraternity in Maine. And the Lodges here cannot participate in any of the
benefits which the immediate presence of' the Grand Lodge, the seat and foun-
tain of masonic light and intelligence never fails to impart. Tmpressed with
these considerntions, the under-named Lodges in Maine, by their delegates in
Convention assembled, respectfully request that their connection with the
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts may be dissolved ; that all measures proper for
the Grand Lodge to adopt may be adopted preparatory to the formation of a
Grand Lodge of Maine, and that such Grund Lodge, when duly constituted,
may receive its just proportion of the moneys and other masonic property
owned by the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts,
|For] Portland Lodge—Simon Greenleaf, Samuel Baker, Nelson Racklyft.

Kennebee~Peleg Sprague.

United —Jona. Page, Nathaniel Green, Robert . Dunlap.

Saco.~Daniel Granger, George Thacher, Jr., Josiah Calef,

Cumberland. —Joseph E. Foxeroft, Josiali Dunn, Jr.

}’yr]frr_fmrwml.-—-l udah Dana.

Oxford —Albion K. Parris.

Ovriental,—James Emerson.

Solar,—Nathaniel Coffin, Benjamin Ames, Wm. King.

Aneint Land Marlk.—dJoseph M. Gerrish, Eleazer Wyer, Joln P. Boyd,
York.—Joseph Thomas.

Oriental Star —Cornelius Holland, Benjamin Bradford, Thomas Chase.
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Muine.—~Nathan Cutler, Ebenczer Eaton.
LFreaport—Robert R. Kendall, Solomon Dennison.
Lewple.~Daniel Campbell, Alexander Belcher,
Village,~Ebenezer Herrick.
Adonivam.—Marshall Spring, True Bradbury.
Northern Star~James Collins.

Blazing Star.—Cornelius Holland.
Haneoel.—Moses S. Judkins.

Linvoln—~Abial Wood, Warren Rice.

Amity.—Samuel A, Whitney,

Rising Virtue~Joseph Treat, Jolin Wilking,

Orient.—John Spear.

St. (Fenrge.—Jolin Miller.

Felicity—Samuel Little.

Belfust—Alfred Johnson,

Warren~John Dickinson.

Lranguil —Jacob Hill.

Voted, That the committee mentioned in the second resolution consist of I,
W. Bros. Simon Greenleaf, Esq., of Portland, Nathaniel Coffin, Esq., of Wis-
casset, Josiah Calef, of Saco, Jolin Dickinson, Esq., of Machins, and Nathan
Cutler, Esq., of Farmington.

Voted, That each Lodge be requested to furnish the Secretary of the Con-
vention with u certificate of the appointment of its delegates under the seal of
the Lodge, attested by the Secretary.

Voted, "That a fair record of the transactions of this Conventian be made,
and signed by all the delegates; to be kept in Portland Lodge till it can ba
received nnd laid up in the archives of the new Grand Lodge.

Voted, That thanks be presented to Portland and Ancient Land Mark Lodges,

for their attention to the accommodation and comiort of the members of this
Convention.

Adjourned to meet at this place in January next at seven
o'clock, on the evening of the day following the next meeting of
the Political Convention now sitting in this town,

JOHN P. BOYD, Secretary.
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Masoxs' Hary, Portland, Jan. 6th, A, D, 1820,

The Masonic Convention met according to adjournment, and
the following business was attended to, viz.: R. W, Bro. Simon
Greenleaf, Esq., President, took the chair. W. Bro. John P.
Boyd, Esq,, former Seeretary, being absent, chose Bro, Joseph M.
Gerrish, Secretary pro tem.

Foled, To suspend a former vate of this Convention relative to the admis-
sion of visitors during this evening.

The report, of the committee which was appointed to attend
the Grand Lodge at their last communication, &e,, was then read,
and necepted.

On motion,

Vated, That two be added to the ahove committee.

Bros, Joseph M. Gerrish and Samuel Baker were chosen.

On motion,

Vited, To choose n Treasarer for this Convention.

Bro, Joseph M. Gerrish was chosen,

Vated, That the Treasurer be authorized to procure a loan, and to furnish
the committee with such funds as they may want to carry the design of their

appointment into effect, for the refunding of which with interest the faith of
this Convention is pledged.

On motion,

Voted, That a committee be appointed to examine the accounts of the corm-
mittee aforesaid appointed to visit the Grand Lodge, &e., and report at the
adjournment.

W. Bro. George Thacher Jr., W. Eleazer Wyer, and W. Nel-
son Racklyft were chosen.

Vated, 'To adjourn this meeting to the last Wednesday of May next, to meet
at this place at seven o’clock 1% M.

JOSEPH M. GERRISH, Secretary pro tem.
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Masoxs' Hawx, Portland, May 31, A. D. 1520,

The Convention met according to adjournment. The final
report of the eommittee was vead, with the accompanying doen-
ments relative to the separation ; wheveupon,

Vited, That they be entered on the records of the Convention as follows :—

In Convention at Masons’ [all, Partland, May 31, A. 1., 1820,

The committee appointed by the Masonie Convention at Portland, Oetober
14, 1814, to present a memorial to the Grand Lodge of Massnchusetts, praying
tor a separation of the Lodges in Maine from the purent Grand Lodge, and for
4 just proportion of its funds, have the honor to offer the following Report :—

In execution of their commission the committee presented to the Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts, at its annual communication in December lust, the
memoriul of this Convention, and advocated its object before a committee of
the Grand Lodge, to whom the memorial was referred. Your committee were
happy to observe among the members of the Grand Lodge, prevalence of feel-
ings the most friendly and generous towards the fraternity in Maine ; and a
disposition, not only to yield to our wishes on the generul question of separa-
tion, but to grant us our just proportion of the funds. These dispositions ap-
pear in the report of the committee of the Grand Lodge, made at their com-
muumication in March last, a copy of which is herewith submitted ; and by the
unanimous acceptance of whick, the Grand Lodge has in a mammer highly
honorable to itself, granted all which this Convention sought to obtain. ‘T'his
object being effected, your committee addressed letlers to the several Lodges
in Maine inviting them to meet at this place on Thursday, the first day of
June, A. D. 1820, at three o'clock in the afterncon, by their Masters and
‘Wardens, or proxies, for the purpose of organizing the Grand Lodge of Maine,
and transacting such other husiness as may regularly come before them. A
copy of this letter is submitted herewith. Your committee have also con-
tracted for a suitable set of jewels tor the unse of the new Grand Lodge. In
conclusion, the committee congratulate the Convention on the happy
aceomplishment of the great purposes of their first assembling, and humbly in-
volke on the fraternity in Maine the continued blessing of the Grand Master of
usg all. SIMON GREENLEAT, per order.

GRAND LODGE OF MASSACIIUSETTS.
Your committee to whom was referred the memorial subseribed by sundry
freemasons, delegates from Lodges in the District of Maine, requesting that
their connexion with the Grond Lodge of Massachusetts may be dissolved,
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have attended to the duty assigned them, and ask leave respectfully to report.
A meeting of delegates from all the Lodges in Maine, except from Eastern
Lodge at Eastport, was holden in Convention at Masons' Hall, in Portland, on
the evening of the 14th day of October, 5319, and continned by adjonrnment to
thie evening of the 19th day of the same month, when it was voted that a respeet-
ful memorial beaddressed to the Grand Lodge of Mussachusetts, expressing the
views and wishes of the Convention on the subject of the separation of the Lodges
in Maine from the Grand Lodge, and that the same be signed by all the dele-
gates present ; that a committee of five be chosen to present said memorial to
the Grand Lodge, with power to agree upon and arrange in behalf of the
Lodges there represented all things proper to be done as to the terms of sepa-
ration and the formation of & Grand Lodge of Maine: in pursuance of eaid
votes, the memorial referred to your committee was subscribed by all the dele-
gates in Convention assembled, and R. W. Brother Simon Greenleaf, Nathaniel
Coffin, Josiah Calef, Jolin Dickinson and Nathan Cutler were duly appointed a
committee to present said memorial, and to conclude with the Grand Lodge the
terms of separation. After this the members of Eastern Lodge addressed a
commuuication to K. W, Bro. Greenleaf, chairman of said committee, expres-
sive of their approbation of the doings of said Convention, and uniting with
thiem in the object of said memorial. T'his memorial and communication were
presented to this Grand Lodge at the quarterly communieation in December
last, by R, W. Brothers Simon Greenleaf, Nathaniel Coffin and Josiah Calef.
Your committee would here observe that the language and sentiments con-
tained in this memorial are lighly respeetful to the honor and dignity of this
Grand Lodge, and characteristic of the honorable and high minded gentlemen
who subseribed it.

Your committee had no authority to conclude with the committee from
Maine upon terms of separation, only to hear their wishes and proposals, and
to report the whole subjeet matter. It was the wish of that committee that
the Grand Lodge should give the Lodges in Maine its approbation to be formed
into a separate Grand Luodge ag soon as Maine should become a separate State,
and that when the Grand Lodge of Maine should be duly organized, the Grand
Lodge should transfer to it a portion of the charity fund and other property.
Your committee find this Grand Lodge have acknowledged the necessity of
creating separate Grand Lodges in every independent State Government where
a sufficient number of Lodges have rendered it expedient.  This principle isa
correct one. Masons are bound to submit to the laws and authority of the
Government under which they live. If amenable to a Grand Lodge existing

under a separate and independent republic, they might be compelled to violate
the laws of the ecivil government or some of their most solemn masonic obli-
gations. Your vommittee believe the District of Maine will soon become a
separate and independent State ; and when that event takes place it is proper
and expedient that this Grand Lodge consent that the Lodges in Maine form
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themselves into a separate and independent Grand Lodge and receive a portion
of its property. Although it may be desirable that the District of Maine
should become a sepavite State, und the Lodges there constituted an inde-
pendent Gramd Lodge, still it is to be lamented that the happy connection
which has so long snbsisted between Maine and Massachusetts should be
broken ; that eords which have #o long united them in one common interest
should be severed ; that the fountain of charity which they have mutually
contributed to fill, shonld be diminished ; still, however, it is the duty of
Masons to yield their private feelings and interests to disinterested henevo-
lence, The private benefits the Grand Lodge derives from a connection with
the Lodges in Maine, it is bound to surrender to the more extensive advantages
they will derive from being a Grand Lodge. Your committee are of opinion
that the Lodges in Maine are well skilled in the principles of Free-masonry,
zealonsly engaged to preserve and promote the honor and respectability of
this ancient institution, and sufliciently exteusive in numbers to compose a
separate Grand Lodge ; and from the exalted statesmen and exemplary Chris-
tians who will adorn the eounsels of that Grand Luodge, they believe it will
maintain an elevated standing among its neighboring Lodges, and reflect light
and intelligence to all around,

Your committee would therefore recommend the following resolves to be
passed by this Grand Lodge :

1st, Resolved, That as soon as the Congress of the United States shall declare
the Distriet of Maine a separate and independent State, and it shall be organ-
izeild as such, the Lodges there shall have the approbation and authority of this
Grand Lodge to form a Grand Lodge, and when duly organized it shall be
recognized as such,

2d. [esolved, As the Lodges in Maine have contributed to the charity fund,
as soon as a Grand Lodge is formed and its officers duly installed, it shall be
entitled to receive the sum of Ten Hundred Dollars from said eharity fund, to
form a permanent charity fund for the Grand Lodge of Maine, to be appropri-
ated to the same objects as the charity fund now is, and to no other.

3d. Resolved, That the Grand Treasurer be directed to pay to the Grand
Ledge of Maine, or to any mason or masous it shall appoint, the sum of ten
hundred dollars out of the charity fund, to be appropriated in the manner
aforesaid ; and also, that he transfer and assign to said Grand Lodge, or to any
such mason or masons, all notes of hand and securities for money whiel this
Grand Lodge now have or hold against the past Distriet Deputy Grand
Masters in Maine, and each of them, with power to collect the same to its own
use.

4th, Resolved, That when and as soon as the Grand Lodge of Maine shall be
duly organized, and its officers legally installed, said G. Lodge be and the same
is hereby empowered to collect of the D). D, G, Masters in Maine, and each of
them, their predecessors in office and each of them, all such sums of money as
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now are or shall then appear to be remaining in their hands, dee to this Grand
Lodge ; and also, from the respective Lodges there all sueh sums of money as
shall then appear to be due from them ; and on payment thercof, the said D.
D, G. Masters and their predecessors in office, and ¢ach of them, shall be dis-
charged from any liability to pay the same 1o this Grand Lodge, and all such
sums of money as the Grand Lodge of Maine shall so roeeive, it shall have a
right to appropriate to its own use without any mauner of account thereof to
be given to this Grand Lodge. Provided, the Lodges in Maine pay this Grand
Lodge for all Diplomas they shall hereafter receive.

Oth, Resolved, That the Grand Secretary and Trensurer be directed 1o
furnish the Grand Lodge of Maine with copies of all such papers and records
as shall be pecessary and useful for said Lodge, and not inconsistent with
the intercst of this Grand Lodge. Al which is respectfully submitted.

(Signed) ELIJAH MORSE, per order.

Bostox, March 8, 55820,

Committee to whom the memaorial from a Convention of the Lodges in
Maine was referred, were . W, Elijnli Morse, Andrew Sigourney, Joseph
Baker, llenry Purkitt and Robert Lash,

Attest JOHN SOLEY, Grand Secretary.

Graxp Lobce or MassacuuserTs, March 8, 5820,
The original of the foregoing Report having been read and
fully considered, was unanimously adopted.

Copy of Record, attest:  JOIIN SOLEY, Grand Secretary.

The Committee of Finance report in part verbally, viz.: that
they have examined the accounts of R. W, Bros. Simon Green-
leaf’ and Nathaniel Cofiin, whereupon,

Voted, That the Treasurer be authorized to pay the amount of their bills as
exhibited against the Convention to said eommittee; also, that the same com-
mittee be authorized in behalf of this Convention to examine and allow any
other bills which may be exhibited to them, and that the Treasurer be directed
to pay them ; provided, said Committee of Finance certify the same,

A[Sﬂ,

Voted, That the same committee be directed to examine, allow and certify
the accounts of the Treasurer to the new Grand Lodge.

The object for which this Convention was convened being now
accomplished, it was dissolved.

JOHUN P. BOYD, Secretary.
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ORGANIZATION.

Ponrrayn, June 1, A. 1. 1820.
Agreeably to an invitation given by the Committee of the
Masonic Convention, assembled at Portland, October, 1819, to
the several Lodges in Maine to meet at Masons” Hall, in Port-
land, on the first day of June, 1820, for the purpose of organizing
a Grand Lodge for the State of Maine, the following Masters,
Wardens and proxies of Lodges appeared:
LODGER,
Portland —R. W, Samuel Baker, Master ; W. Nelzon Racklyft and Seth Clark,
Wardens.
Undted —I. W, Robert P. Dunlap, Proxy.
Cumberland —R., W, Pelatiah Smith, Master.
Kannehoe.—1, W, Peleg Sprague, Master ; W. Benjamin Adams, 5. W.
Saco—R. W, Edward 8. Moulton, Master ;: W. George Thacher Jr., 8. W,
Oriental.—Bro, James Emerson, Proxy.
Selar.—1. W, Nathaniel Coffin, Proxy ; W. Nathaniel Cross, J. W.
Ancient Land-Mark.—R. W. Joseph M. Gerrish, Master ; W. Eleazer Wyor
and John P. Boyd, Wardens.
Yurk—W. Joseph Thomas and Enoch Hardy, Wardens.
Oriental Star—W. Samuel Small, Proxy ; Thomas Chase, 5. W,
Muide.~Bro, John Reed, Proxy.
Freeport,—R. W, Robert R. Kendall, Master; W, Joseph Lufkin Jr., 8, W.
Temple—~R, W. S8imon (Greenleaf, Proxy.
Villuye.—R. W. Ebenezer Herrick, Proxy.
Adoniram —R. W, Moses C. Buswell, Master; Bro. James MeArthur, Proxy.
Northern Star—R. W. William Haskell, Proxy.
Blazing Star—R. W. Henry Farwell, Proxy.
Amity—Bro. Jonas Wheeler, Proxy.
Orient.—Bra, Joel Miller, Proxy.
St Grorge—R. W, John Miller, Master.
Felicity—R. W, Samuel Little, Proxy,
Belfast—DBro. Joseph Williamson, Proxy.
Eastern—R. W. Daniel Garland, Master,
Tranguil—1R. W, Oliver Pollard, Master ; W, Alden Blossom, 5. W.
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The R. W. Simon Greenleaf, Esq., was elected Chairman of
the meeting, and W. John P. Boyd, Esq., Secretary.

Vated, That in forming the Grand Lodge of Maine, each of the Lodges in
Maine be entitled to a representation according to the regulations of the Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts,

Voted, As the rense of this meeting, that Lodges of Past Masters holden
under the jurisdiction of any Grand Royal Arch Chapter, are to be considered
regular Lodges within the menning of the 10th Section, 84 Chapter of the
regulations of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts,

Viteed, That we now proceed to the organization of the Grand Lodge of
Muine, by the election of such officers and in such manner as is required hy
the regulations of our late parent Grand Lodge of Massachusetts.

Whercupon, the following R. W, Brethren were elected to the
respective offices following, viz.:

Hon, WILLIAM KING, Governor of the State, Grand Master.

R, W, SIMON GREENLEAT, Esq., of Portland, Senior Grand Warden,

R. W.NATHANIEL COFFIN, Esq., of Wiscasset, Junior Grand Warden.

R. W.JOSEPH M. GERRISH, of Portland, Grand Treasurer,

R. W. WILLIAM LORD, of I'ortland, Recording Grand Secreary.

Voted, That R, W, Brothers Nuthaniel Coffin, George Thacher Jr., Peleg
Spragne, Sumuel Baker and Samuel Small be a committee to notify the Hon
William King of his election to the office of Grand Master,

Wheo was pleased to return for answer that he would meet the
Grand Lodge to-morrow evening in person and signify his ac-
ceptance of the oflice,

Voted, That R. W. Nathaniel Coffin, George Thacher Jr., Robert P. Dun-

lap and Joseph M. Gerrish be a committee to prepare and present a Petition to
the Legislature for an act of incorporation of the Grand Lodge of Maine.
Vated, That . W. Nathaniel Coffin, Peleg Sprague and Samue! Small be a

committee to prepare such resolutions as may be proper to adopt fo-morrow
evening.

Adjourned to to morrow evening at seven o'clock.

JOHN P. BOYD, Secretary.
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Masoxs’ Harr, Friday, June 2d, A. D, 1820.
The Grand Lodge met according to adjournment, Present as
last evening, with the addition of Pythagorean Lodge, repre-
sented by James W. Ripley, Esq,, Master.

Voted, That R, W. Peleg Sprague, Samuel Small, Robert P. Dunlap, John
P. Boyd and James L. Child be & committee to wait on the M, W, Grand
Master, and inform hLim that the Grand Lodge is open and ready to receive
liim.

After which the M. W, Grand Master entered, accompanied by
W. John Chandler, Esq., President of the Senate, W. Benjamin
Ames, Esq., Speaker ot the House of Representatives, and sev-
eral other brethren of distinetion, and, on taking the chair, ad-
dressed the Grand Lodge as follows :

. W and Warshipful Officers and Members of this Grand Lodge :

In the circumstanees under which 1 have appeared before you, to enter upon
the office to which you have been pleased to elevate me, 1 ean do little more
at this time than express my acceptance of the trust, and say to you that
aceording to the best of my ability I will endeavor to discharge its duties.

It would have been much more agreeable to me, at least for the present, to
have appeared in the Lodge enly as a private brother ; but as Masonry teaches
us to regard the duties we owe to God and the Community as paramount to
all others, I will endeavor to perform them by attending to the wishes of my
brethren, rather than by gratifying my own.

Voted, That R. W. Nathaniel Coffin, Josepli M. Gerrish and Eleazer Wyer
be a committee to procure a seal with proper device, and also the necessary

tegalia for this Grand Lodge as soon as may be, and that the Grand Treasurer

be authorized to advance them such sum as may be necessary therefor, they to
be aceountable for the expenditure of the same.

Voted, That R. W. Simon Greenleaf, Robert P. Dunlap, (George Thacher
Jry, Samuel Little and Joel Miller be a committes to prepare and report a code
of By-Laws for this Grand Lodge.

“oted, "That this Grand Lodge shall be consecrated and its officers installed
on the ensuing festival of St. John the Baptist at Portland,
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Voted, That n communication be made to the M, W. Grand Lodge of Massa-
chusetts, nequainting them that the Grand Lodge of Maine is now organized hy
the unanimous election of the M. W. William King, the Governor of the
State, as their Grand Master, and by the election and appointment of masonic
brethren to fill the other various offices of the same; that they have appointed
Portland, the 24th day of June inst., as the place and time for the consecration
of the Grand Lodge and installation of its officers, nnd request the assistance
of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts in these important and interesting services.,
Also, that a similar eommunication be made to the M. W. Grand Lodge of New
Hampshire, inviting them to attend upon the oceasion.

Voted, That the aceount of expenses of the Masonie Convention in Maine, as
liguidated by them, and advanced and paid by their Treasurer, amounting to
the sum of twe hundred dollars and 75-100ths, be assumed by this Grand Lodge,
and that the Grand Treasurer be anthorized to pay the same, and charge it in
his acconnt,

Voted, 'That all the Lodges under this jurisdiction be requested to forward,
as soon a8 may be to the Grand Treasurer, a statement of their dues to the
Grand Lodge up to the first day of March last, and to pay to him, either
direetly or throngh their D. D. G. Masters, the sums appearing to be due ns
soon as may be ; also, that all the District Deputy Grand Masters having sums
in their hands due to this Grand Lodge pay over the same immediately.

Voted, That R. W. Samuel Baker, Joseph M, Gerrish, John P. Boyd, Seth
Clark and William Lord, be a eommittee of arrangements and ceremonies to
make all necessary preparations for the 24th of June.

Vited, That R. W. Nathaniel Coffin, Robert . Dunlap and Benjumin
Adams, be n committee to select some brother to deliver an address before the
fraternity at the consecration of this Grand Lodge.

Poredd, That the Grand Treasurer be anthorized to borrow on the eredit of
the Grand Lodge such sums as may be necessary for its use under the votes
already passed.

Voted, That the Grand Treasurer and Grand Secretary be a committe on the
subject of Diplomas for this Grand Lodge.

The M. W. Grand Master then addressed the Grand Lodge as
follows :

Baerunres @ Ag it will be impossible for me to attend personally at many of

your meetings during the year, you will permit me to avail myself now of the
privilege of my office to announce to you the nppointment of' a Deputy Grand
Master, who will discharge the duties of the chair in my absence. T have
selected for this office, and do now appoint to be Deputy Grand Master, Rt.
Worshipful Brother Simon Greenleaf, Esq., of Portland.
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The R. W. Simon Greenleaf thereupon aceepted the office of
Deputy Grand Master, and resigned his office of Senior Grand
Warden,

The M. W. Grand Muster was then pleased to make the fol-
lowing appointments, viz. :

R. W. ROBERT P. DUNLAP, Tsq., of Brunswick, Corresponding Gr, Sec'y.
R. W, and Rev. GIDEON W, OLNEY, of Gardiner, Grand Chaplain,

R. W. JOSEPI E. FOXCROFT, Esq., of Now Gloucester; Grand Marshal.
R W. GEORGE THACHER Jr,, Esq., of Saco, Grand Sword Bearer,

R, W. HENRY W. FULLER, Esq., of Augusta, Senior Grand Deacon.

R. W.JOSIAII CALEFR, of Saco, Junior Grand Deacon.

R. W. WILLIAM TORRY, of Bath, 1st Grund Steward,

R. W. JESSE ROBINSON, of Hallowell, 20 Grand Steward.,

R. W, ELEAZER WYER, of Portland, 3d Grand Steward,

R, W. NELSON RACKLYFT, of Portland, 4th Grand Steward.

R.W. SETI CLARIK, of Portland, 1st Grand Pursuivant.

R. W. JOHN P. BOYD, Esq., of Portland, 24 Grand Pursuivant.

Brother WILLIAM STEVENS, of Portland, Grand Tyler.

Puted, I'hat we now proceed to the choice of Senior Grand Warden,

On sorting and counting the ballots it appeared that R. W.
William Swan, Esq., was elected Senior Grand Warden for the
ensuing year,

A Petition from a number of brethren in Gardiner, praying
for a charter to hold a Lodge there by the name of Hermon Lodge,
was read, and committed to R. W. Brothers Peleg Sprague,
Robert P. Duanlap and William Iaskell.

Voted, That the Grand Secretary notify the officers of the Grand Lodge of
their appointments by the M. W. Grand Master.

The Grand Lodge then adjonrned to meet at this place on the
23d day of June inst., at seven o'clock P, M,

Attest: WILLIAM LORD, Grand Secretary.
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SPECIAL COMMUNICATION.

A Special Communieation of the Grand Lodge of Maine was
liolden at Masons’ Hall, in Portland, June 9th, A. D, 1820.
Present—R. W, SIMON GREENLEAT, Deputy Grand Master ;

“  WILLIAM SWAN, Senior Grand Warden ;

“  JOSIAH CALEF, Junior Grand Warden, p. 1. ;
“ JOSEPH M. GERRISH, Grand Treasurer;

“ WILLIAM LORD, Grand Secretary ;

“  GEO. THACHER, Jr., Grand Sword Bearer :
“  JOSEPH E, FOXCROFT, Grand Marshal ;

“ ELEAZER WYER, Grand Steward ;
SETH CLARK, Grand Pursuivant ;
« JOHN P, BOYD, “»

Bro. WILLIAM STEVENS, Grand Tyler.

Lodges represented :

Portland, Orient,
Saco, St. (iul:‘l‘gl:,
Ancient Land-Mark, Felicity,
Oriental Star, Lincoln,
Freeport, Temple.

Rising Yirtue,

Vated, That the M. W. Grand Master be authorized and requested to divide
the State of Maine into such Masonic Districts from time to time as he may
Jjudge proper, and 1o appoint Distriet Deputy Grand Masters in and over the
same.

A petition from several brethren in Waterville praying for a
new Lodge, by the name of Waterville Lodge, was read and

committed to the same committee who have under consideration
the petition from Gardiner, viz: R. W. Peleg Sprague, Robert
P. Dunlap and Wm. Haskell.

2
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Voted, That R, W, George Thacher, Jr., be excused from gerving on the
committee for petitioning for an act of incorporation, and that K. W, William
Swan, Senior Grand Warden, be added to that committec,

Votad, That . W, William Swan and R, W, Samuel Baker be & committee
to examine and audit accounts.

The Grand Lodge then adjourned to the twenty-third day of
June, inst, then to meet at this place at seven o'clock in the
evening,

Attest WILLIAM LORD, Gfrand Secretary.

Graxp Lopar or Maixg, June 10, 1820,

Agreeably to the vote and request of the Grand Lodge at the
Communication of June 9, 1820, the State is herehy divided into
the following Masonic Districts, viz:

First District—to be compoged of the following Lodges :

Portlamd, Portland ; York, Kennehunk;
Sapo, Saco § Freeport, Freepurt
Cumberland, New Gloucester ; Adoniram, Limington ;
Ancient Land-Mark, Portland ; Tranquil, Minot,

Second District—to be composed of the following Lodges:

Pythagorean, Fryeburg ; Oriental Star, Livermore ;
Oriental, Bridgton ; Blazing Star, Rumford.
Oxford, Paris;

Third Distrivt—to be composed of the following Lodges :
Kennebee, Hallowell ; Northern Star, Anson;
Maine, Farmington ; Temple, Winthrop.
Village, Bowdoinham ;

Fourth District—to be composed of the following Lodges :

Solar, Bath; Amity, Camden ;
United, Brunswick ; Orient, Thomaston ;
Lincoln, Wiscasset ; St. George, Warren,
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Fifth District—to be composed of the following Lodges :
Hancock, Castine ; Felicity, Bucksport ;
Rising Virtue, Tampden ; Belfast, Belfast.

Sixth District—to be composed of the following Lodgzes :
Warren, Machias ; Eastern, Eastport.
Tuscan, Columbia ;

And the following Rt. Worshipful Brethren are appointed to
the office of District Deputy Grand Master in their respective
Districts for the present year:

First District—Rt. W. Josiah W. Mitchell, Esq., of Freeport.
Second District—Rt. W. Judah Dana, Ese., of Fryeburg.

Third District—Rt. W. Ebenezer T, Warren, Esq., of Hallowell.
Fourth District—Rt, W. Abial Wood, Esq., of Wiscasset.

Fifth District—Rt, W. Manly Hardy, Esq., of Bucksport.

Sizth District—Rt. W. Jonathan 1D, Weston, Esq., of Eastport,

WILLIAM KING, Grand Master.

A true copy of the original on file,

Attest: WILLIAM LORD, Grand Secretary.
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ADJOURNED COMMUNICATION.

A Communieation of the Grand Lodge of Maine was holden
at Masons’ Hall, in Portland, June 23, 1820, according to adjourn-

ment.

Present—R. W. SIMON GREENLEAF,
“  NATIANIEL COFFIN,
“  JOSTAIL CALEF,
“  JOSEPI M. GERRISH,
" WILLIAM LORD,
“  J. W, MITCHELL,

“  JOSEPIH E. FOXCROEPT,

Deputy Grand Master;

Senior Grand Warden, p. 1.;
Junior Grand Warden, p. . ;
Grand Treasurer ;

Grand Sevretary ;

District Deputy Grand Master;
Grand Marszhal ;

“  GRORGE THACHER, Jx., Grand Standard Bearer;

«  WILLIAM TORRY,
“  QLLVER POLLARD,
4 TFLEAZER WYER,
" NELSON RACKLYFT,
“  SETH CLARK,

Bro. WILLIAM STEVENS,

Lodges represented :

Portland, Temple,
Baco, T'ranqguil,
Cumberland, Kennebec,
Ancient Land-Mark, Solar,

Senior Grand Deacon, p.t.
Junior Grand Deacon, p. t.;
Grand Steward ;

Grand Pursuivant ;

Grand Tyler.

Felicity,
Warren,
Eastern,
Rising Virtue.

Vated, That the prayer of the petition of Gideon W. Olney and others for a
new Lodge to be established at Gardiner, by the name of Hermon Lodge, be

granted.

A letter from the Corresponding Grand Secretary of the M. W,

Grand Lodge of Massachusetts in answer to one addressed to
them from this Grand Lodge, was read.
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Votedd, That this Grand Lodge exceedingly regrets that any misapprehen-
sion should have prevented the attendance of our parent Grand Lodge, from the
hands of whose Grand Master it would have afforded us so much satisfaction to
receive the Jewels which their liberal and truly masonic resolutions have
enabled us to wear.

[t was announced from the chair that the M. W. Grand Lodge
of New Hampshire had accepted the invitation of this Grand
Lodge to assist in the Consecration and Installation of its officers,
&e., and had arrived in town.

Voted, That . W. Drothers Nathaniel Coflin, Josiah Calef and George
Thacher, Jr., be a committee to wait upon the M. W, Grand Lodge of New
Hampshire, and in the nAme of this Grand Lodge and all the Fraternity under
its jurisdiction, bid them a cordial weleome to the State of Maine.

Grand Lodge closed to meet again to-morrow morning at eight
o’clock.

Attest: WILLIAM LORD, Grand Secretary.
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CONSECRATION,

Masons’ Ilany, Portland, June 24th, A. D, 1820.

The Grand Lodge of Maine assembled this morning for the
purpeses of its Consecration and Installation of its officers.

Present—M. W,

R. 'W.

Bro.

WILLIAM KING,
SIMON GREENLEAF,
CHARLES FOX,
NATHANIEL COFFIN,
JOSEPH M. GERRISH,
WILLIAM LORD,
ROBERT P, DUNLAP,
J. 1. SHEPPARD,

N. TILTON,

J. W. MITCHELL,
ABIEL WOOD,
WOODBURY STORER,
J. D. HOPKINS,
OLIVER BRAY,
GEORGE ULMER,
JOSEPH E. FOXCROFT,
GEORGE THACHER, Jx.,
HENRY W. FULLER,
JOSIAII CALEF,
WILLIAM TORRY,
ELEAZER WYER,
NELSON RACKLYFT,
SAMULL BAKER,
SETH CLARK,

JOHN P. BUYD,
WILLIAM STEVENS,

Grand Master;

Deputy Grand Master ;
Senior Grand Warden, p. t.;
Junior Grand Warden ;
Grand Treasurer ;

Grand Secretary ;

C. Grand Secretary ;
Urator ;

Grand Chaplain, p. 1. ;

D. Deputy Grand Master;

Tast D, D. Grand Master ;

Grand Marshal ;
Grand Sword Bearer ;
Senior Grand Dencon ;
Junior Grand Depeon ;
Grand Steward ;

Grand Pursuivant ;

i

Grand Tyler,

Tu addition to the above about three hundred of the Fraternity
attended as visitors on thig oceasion.
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Lm!_s_-;e.-: l‘t‘pt't‘qcntctl -

Portland, Haneock,

Saco, York, ;
Cumberland, Temple, Kennebee,
Angient Land-Mark, Tranquil, Felicity,
Solar, Riging Virtue, Eastern,
Witrren, Amity, United.
Adoniram, Lincoln,

Official information was communicated that the Most Worshipful
Grand Lodge of New Hampshire were now assembled and opened
in ample form st the hall provided for their accommodation,
and were now ready to make their intended visit to the Grand
Lodge of Muine. Whereupon the Grand Marshal accompanied
by the Grand Stewards were divected to wait upon and conduct
them to this hall. At 11 o’elock their approach was announced,
and they were accordingly received and welcomed into the Grand
Lodge of Maine in ample and ancient form, The official documents
of the new Grand Lodge being produced to show its regular Con-

stitution and Organization, and the M. W. Grand Muster of New

Hampshire having signified his readiness with the aid of his
Grand Lodge to assist in its consecration and the installation of
its oflicers, at 12 o’clock a procession was formed of the new
Grand Lodge and about three hundred of the Fraternity, which
escorted the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire to the Rev. Mr.
Payson’s meeting house.  On entering, the Grand Master of New
Hampshire took the chair, having the officers of his Grand Lodgze
seated on the right and the Grand Master elect and other officers
of the new Grand Lodge on its left. The introductory prayer
was offered by the Rev. President of Bowdoin College, and an
elegant and instructive oration delivered by J, H, Sheppard Esq.
of Wiscasset, on the connection between learning and religion,
and the influence of masonry in preserving and extending them
both.

ADDRESS.
The Masonic Tnstitution is ever an interesting subject of contemplation. Its

antiquity carries us back to primeval ages ; its origin is traced among a pecu-

linr people, who are now an astonishment and a by-word aniong all nations ;
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its mysteries have never been divulged to the world: and its strength and
heanty are undiminished, while all other societies have Sourished for a season,
and then disappeared. There is no art, nor seience, nor knowledge it does not
embrace ; there is no virtue nor charm of character it does not claim; and its
foundation is laid in the pure worship of the true Goo and in the preservation
of his name and word. Though the seeptre is departed from Judah and the
banner of Mahomet waves its green shade on the monntains of Israel, though
the mioarets of the Turk tower mmong the rains of Jernsalen, and all is sad
and desolate in the land of the Fast, from whenoe our ancient brethren trav-
eled into other countries, yet the Masonic family still survives, The Bible
still remning a monument of their glovy and the guide of their faith and con-
duet. The dark nges could not extingnish this great Light of the world, awd
wa now view it shedding its hallowed beams over Cliristendom al revisiting
the oriental regions with renewed lustre.

The sacred ceremony, which has thiz day brought together so many of the
Fraternity, and which has excited much interest among a large assembly in
the metropolis of Maine, is caleulated to awaken no ordinary feelings in the
speaker, and may raise some expectation in the audience, that he would at
least amuse them with the novelty of his remarks, But he is a stranger to
the fasginating powers of eloqnence ; and his only aim will be to offer a few
plain truths, which may reach the heart by their unassuming merit.

We live, indeed, in a wonderful age.  The late eventful scenes in Europe,
and the storms of war that have recently passed over the carth and left a
troubled calm behind them, have had their influence on Masonry no less than
on the moral condition of our race.  We liave seen the fame uned prosperity of
our country unexampled, and almost every year another star added to the
national banner, The time has arrived, when this part of the Union, lately an
immense wilderness, has become caltivated and peopled ; and with its masonie,
literary and religious institutions, with our most distinguished fellow-citizen
and mason at its liead, and a Legislature in its capital, is now recognized as an
independent State. The hawd of Providence seems to have gnided every
event and produced this harmonious ehange ; and the polar light he has placed
in the lieavens appears nlready to direet our course, while it attracts every cye
toward the Northern Regions.  When such refleetions press on the attention,
a small sketeh of Maine from its settlement to this important perind might be
plensing; but when the prospect of futurity presents itself fo the view, and
the number of Aourishing Lodges in this and our sister States are recalled to
memory, local and individual feclings pive way to a contemplation which
regards all esuntries and all times, and whose tendency is beyond the pomp
and splendor of this world. Saffer me, then, to touch on the union of Litera-
turg and Keligion, one the ornament—the other, the guide of a Mason,

# Knowledge,"” says Lord Bacon, “is power.”’ It cannot be aequired with-
out stwdy, nor preserved without discipline, It qualifies the mind for discharg-
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ng the various datiez and offices of life, and in proportion to its degrees, it
ruizes man in the scale of existence and exalts him above the animal and veg-
etable beings around him. He, who eultivates all the faculties of his soul to
their ntmost extent, and devotes his time to the improvement of the intellect,
isa valuable blessing to his friends and country. IHe moves in a superior
sphere. THis inflnence may be felt where hie is not seen, and when possessed

of extraordinary genius his conduct may affect the age in which he lives. In

every occupation—in every profession—in every station under government,
knowledge is necessary and important; and the more it is increased, the maore
it honors these respective situations.  Could we confide in the mechanie who
is unskilled in the accomplisliments of his trade? Could we submit our body
laboring under disease to the gquackery of un empiric? Could we trust a
cause of any magnitude, to an advoeate who has read but one |Jl]ﬂ|{.lil.llil that a
manual of forms ! We fly, almost instinetively, to those who are best qualified
to administer to our necessities. The advantages of knowledge are not
limited to any particular vocation; separate from its utility to others, it is
attended with its own reward. It increases the resources of happiness within
us; for the mind is a thinking substance and requires constant employ-
ment, or its thoughts are troublesome and sometimes fatal to the frame they
actunte. But there is no exercise of the museular powers alone which will
always occupy the attention. Therefore, there must be something to fill the
intervals of weariness from labor, or the mind languishes from its own
viieaney. This gave origin to poetry and to painting, and the untutored Indians

have their war-songs and the wildest barbarians their hievogiyphics to amuse

the hopeless hours of' inaction.  What boundless resources are found in learn-
ing at such a time,  He, who can read, has a perpetual feast before him : and
while the fruits of reading may render him more useful to his neighborhood,
the pleasures are permanent aud delightful to himself. The time was in
Britain, when a criminal frequently owed his life to n knowledge of the alpha-

bet, under an ancient law, which too often rescucd the guilty and condenined

the innocent in its operation.
Learning, however, is not acqnired by intuition. The rudiments must be

taught by an instruetor, aml usually at an early period of life; and perhaps no

system of education more practical and more efficacious has ever been devised
than our public schools and seminaries, where every elass of society is enabled
to lay the foundation of future usefulness, Whatever some may think ol the
apparent indolence of men of learning, and the small benefit the community
seems to derive from their manner of life, whatever objections may be raised
agninst academical establishments, yet experience will convinee every candid
observer, that such characters nnid such institutions are infinitely important in
the support of a republican government.

If the elements are so valuable, so is the perfection of knowledge ; and the
3 I g

arguments against the higher seminaries will apply against all kinds of schools.
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and ecompel him who reviles men of letters to be an enemy to all knowledge,
and indeed a friend to ignorance ; and it may be added, a friend of ignorance
is a foe to his country. It is worthy of remark, that the most fatal blow that
tyranny ever aimed, was that which fell on the means of education; for in
proportion as people are enlightencd, they will be free. When Greeee wis the
admiration of the world—when Rome was in her highest glory, the number of
learned men was the greatest; and many of their celebrated commanders
excelled in oratory and were accomplished in the fine arts.

To no order in society is the encouragement of sehools and the advance-
ment of knowledge more valuable than to the Freaternity,  Free-Masonry may
be considered as one of the ancient founders of schools. The liberal arts and
sciences were formerly taught in Lodges, and brethen imparted instruction to
their children and others with more attention than was found in any except
masonic families. Many of the craft were remarkable for the uncommon pains
they took in training the young mind, and the schools of Pythagors and
Buelid are of distinguished memory. *““The Druidical Academies,” says the
author of a brief inquiry into the origin and principles of Free-Masonvy, * were
very much crowded with students.” A more general system of education in
civilized countries has superseded the necessity of masonic schools, while it
evinces at the same time how firmly the mysteries of the Art are connected
with the improvement of the miml.

The valoe of learning may appear to an enlightened andienee, too plain to
require remark ; but homely truths are not always nseless to repeat, however
common. In this part of the old Commonwenlth, the means of acquiring
knowledge have been experienced in a degree that will ever be an honor to our
parent State; and may they be perpetuated in the manhood of our political
existence as the dearest inheritance we possess.  Could fancy be permitted to
stray for a moment to the retreats of taste and science, it would be pleasing to
panse either on the heights of Portland, among the academic shades of” Bruns-
wick, or at retired spots on the banks of the Kennebee,

This section of New England, however, lias been frequently regarded by
those afur off, as the Athenians viewed the land of Bwotia; as though it were
a provinee where ignorance was cherished and the civilities of life neglected ;
where suvage manners and barbarous customs madethe inhabitants but little
higher than the wandering tribes of the wilderncss,  Such ideas of the *“cold
regions of the North ™ have been too fashionable, and their influence among
strangers to 4 new country cannot excite surprise. Those, who have visited
Maine, have returned with very different impressions. The picturesque
scenery of mountains, rivers and glens—of majestic forests and cultivated
plains—ani of fine sheets of water and pleasing villages in their vicinity has
chiarmed the lover of landscapes, while a view of the industry, cheerfulness
and mental energy of the people has convinced the intelligent traveller, that
the climate and soil as well as the citizens of the North have been misrepre-
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sented.  Though such ungenerous opinions scarcely deserve notice, yet they
may produce one valuable effect—that of rousing a deep interest in the character
of the State and its future rank. By patronizing merit—by promoting the
circulation of knowledge, and by the encouragement of literary institutions, a
lasting and elevated tone may be given to our reputation abroad, and it may
stand high in all that renders a community respectable and happy. Native
talents were not exeluded from Beweotia, nor are they, we trust, bounded in
New England by the Piscataqua.  They will flourish every where when pro-
tected, no where when neglected ; and the character of Maine must rest not on
its natoral advantages, but on the virtues and abilities of those individoals who
lead her destinies,

Uncommon attainments in literature, perhaps, confer as mneh distinetion in
the annals of greatnessas any kind of celebrity. The warrior and the poet,
the statesmnn and the Listorian, nre often mutually dependent on each other
for durable fame. Had Homer never lived, a host of heroes would have died
forgotten !

Vixere fortes ante Agamemnona
Multi ; sed omnes illnchry mabiles
Urgentur, ignotigue, longa
Nocte, carent quia vate saero.
Without the historic pencil of Herodotus, where would have been the vivid
picture of the battle of Marathon or the Steaits of Thermopyle?  Julius
|

anlimited command of irious legions, he listened to the voice of one man

Cmsar felt anil acknowl

aeil the power of mental excellence, when with the

who pleaded for an unfortunate Roman citizen, whom the remembrance of
Pharsalin made him determined to destroy, It was Cicero who stood before
him, and as the orator proceeded in his story, the congueror of the world
turned pale—his papers dropped from hiz hand, and Ligarius was pardoned !
That same Cicsar was often seen in his camp at the eve of battle, profoundly
fixed in the stiudy of astronomy. So many instances might be adduced of the

eminence aequived by literature, that your patience wounld be exhansted with

the fertility of the subject. All history is adorned with them. Indeed, man

appears not to the imagination in a more splendid point of view, on an imperial

throne or at the head of a triumphant army, gazed at by crowds and surrounded
by acclamations, than in a lonely cell, enriched by study, inspired by genius,

and musing over the mysteries of the earth und of the heavens, to extend the
realms of the intellectual world. The living figures of materinl form are not
in his presence; no voice of noisy admiration falls on his ear—but the illus-
trious dead seem standing around him—the beings of other places and other
times are conversing with him—the beams of eternal fame are collecting on

his brow, and the warrior and the monareh visit him that their names may not

perish in the grave of oblivion! Need I point to examples? The one is
Alexander the Great of Macedon—tlhe other is Plutarch of Bootia.
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Masonic tradition has handed down to us the character of many of the fra-
ternity, whose learning nnd talents were the charm of their own and all
succeeding times. She delights to call so many philosophers, scholars and
statesmen of unfading renown her sons and pupils, and she opens her treasures
and unveils her mysterics to men of letters, whenever they seek her temple,
with delight. Fvery thing in the Masonie Hall is calenlated to subdue the
passions apd exalt the intelleet. The language of the Lectures is pure and
graceful, elegant without affectation, and sublime without obseurity. Our
emblems are perpetual memorials of some useful precept.  "The furniture, the
ornaments and the jewels of a Lodge, all convey morul lessims.  They are
not idle pictures selected by caprice, and arranged to make a show, but they
are instruments of the mind to retain knowledge and communicate it to others,
and rendered more dear by the remembrance of those who applicd them with
such foree to fit themselves for ornmments of society.

Such are the charms of literature, g0 valuable in every situation and so nse-
ful to the masonic character. But what are the advantages of edueation—the
delights of knowledge—or a profound skill in the arts and sciences—or the
loftiest attninments of intelleet, without religion, the alone support and com-
fort of man who is destined to die? What is the possession of unrivaled
genins, without a heart devoted to its Creator? The importance of learning
has been considered, the necessity of religion is still more striking,

The brevity of human life, and the frailty of human enjoyments hnve heen
the theme of the moralizing pen in every age. Mysterious is the origin of
our exislence. We came into this world in tears, as though instinetive
nature prepured her pupils for discipline in the school of adversity. This
little pupil weeps not long without knowing the cause of his sorrow ; too soon
is grief brought home to his own bosom ; too soon is he called away from
Jjuvenile sports by the groan of affliction, and the procession of mourners that
follow some friend to the silent mangjons of the tomb, Here he may peep
over the narrow cell, where the hearse has made its deposit, enteh o lnst
glimpse of what lies beneath, and then view the spade ready to mingle the
cold clod with its kindred earth. lere he may cast nn inquiring eye around
and then go back unanswered and unconsoled.  As he grows up in knowledge,
he discovers thut in every bosom there are jurring passions aml frequent
strupgles between vice and virtue—in every family, griefs and vexations—in
every city, erimes and misery—and in every kingdom, wars ani revolutions.
So true it is that throngh much tribulation we must seck another and a better
country. In this state of being, every thing reminds us of a perishable world,
The planct we inhabit is often disfigured by convulsions. It hus nlrendy been
inundated by a deloge, and the five, we are told, will one day pass over the
high hills and shady groves and towering cities, and all will vanish away as a
dream. There is nothing permanent; neither wealth, nor beauty, nor power.
We are the children of vicissitude, and every object we look at, contains a
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memento of mortality. The very garments soon wax old about our persons—
the habitations soon moulder over our heads—and the places of our residence
are continually changing their inhabitants by the loss of one, and the coming
of another. Time itself is 5o evanescent, that we can hardly be said to have
a present moment ; for ere we can realize it, it is gone. We live only in the
past and in the future, for the thoughts of the mind, and the atoms of the body
are every instant undergoing a change. What is pleasure? Disappointed
in the vanity of its fruition, we become restless and dissatisfied, and the
absence of pain is almost all it can bonst.  What is wealth?  Her lofty shipa
make but o few voyages, and the owner disappears,  What is ambition, whose
meteor so often lures us from the paths of virtue ¥ Her dindem is a crown of
thorns; her hand is a lump of clay ! Conld we stand on the summit of human
glory to-day, to-morrow our feet may slide from their hold, and we are dashed
into nothingness in a moment, History itself seems to the imagination, but a
vast church-yard of empires, where epitaphs are recorded on the tombs of
kingdoms, and elegies written on the urns of individuals! Though the
Magonic art may erect the stately edifice and embellish it with gold and costly
stones, and teach its proud spire to ascend to heaven, it cannot perpetuate one
single impression of the wallet, nor ornament of the chisel. The aged He-
brews, who had seen the beautiful temple of King Solomon, and remembered
the days of its magnificence, wept bitterly ;—it was changed, and the walks
on Mount Moriah were desolate !

The works of the hands, however, when they perish, enn be renewed for a
season (—but when this fine temple of the human body—this majestic mansion
of the soul—this most wonderful of the works of an Almighty Architect once
falls, it falls forever! The spirit that was within flies, and who can recall it
from the unknown world 2 Contemplating its flight we stand on the bound-
aries of the carth, and immensity and eternity lie before us. We anxiously
ask where is it gone, what is the form thereof, what is its condition? If we
cast our eyes on the ruing of the fair frame it once inhabited, the picture is
too gloomy to behold. Touch but the hand, it ,\.‘p}u_ Where now is the com-
manding figure of the chieftaiin—the animating cye of the statesmun—the
thoughtful visage of the scholnr—the amiable smile of the friend ?  Where are
the fowing ringlets of beauty, or the melting voice of music? And

Ol ! "tis an awful thing to stand and gaze
At Death’s fix'd look, and agonizing air,

And think of one who wateh'd o’er ¢hildhood days,
And feel—a parent’s lifeless form is there.

Thought rushes from such gloomy scenes to the citadel of natural reason for
comfort and security. Reason is silent and motionless as the grave it broods
upon. Like the fabled ghosts of Tartarus, it sighs for the waters of oblivion,
that the pleasures of life, and the companions of gaiety, may be again revis-

ited. But there is no liquid anodyne, no earthly medicine to heal the sorrows
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of a troubled bosom. We may steep the senses in the cup, but the dregs of
despair are at the bottom, and in the delirium of disturbed fancy, the dreams
will be frightful, The moment of wakefulness must return, and it renews
donbts that have no solution and redoubles the pangs of separation. Such is
natural reason, till vendered callous by a habit of suflering. Such is the
picture of the vicissitudes of this world—such is the state of man, without the
hope that is revealed to him from above !

Wretched then would be our situation—miserable this remnant of a fugitive
existence, did not Religion descend from 1leaven to cheer the dark confines of
the soul, and like a ministering angel, point out the celestial worlds, where life
and immortality are bronght to light. Here then westand on the real founda-
tion of Masonry ; and the union of literature and religion, show their indisso-
luble connection. Masonry is not merely a moral cdifice. Every degree
throws more light on the nature and attributes of the true Gon. 'The preser-
vation of his name is its greatest honor—the promulgation of his truth, its
greatest plory. It claims but one book out of all the libraries of the world—
that book is the Holy Bible. This will remove wonder, that a society, whose
secrets, neither papal tortures, nor a Spanish Inquisition, nor despotie power,
nor riches, nor cloguence, could ever penctrate, has been preserved so many
centuries, and is perpetually increasing. This reflection is solemn to n thought-
ful mind. Mysterious characters are traced in the inner chamber, and the
light of day shines upon them, and they are the name of Gop, in whom we
live, mave und have our being.

When we consider the connection between literature and religion, n question
naturally occars, which is interesting to all good men. Do the nccomplish-
ments of the mind survive hereafter? Do we carry any remembrance of
human knowledge to the world of spirits 7 Must the treasures of o long life,
spent in intellectunl pursuits perish in the grave, and leave no trace on the
memory ?  Our hopes seem to tench us, that the soul is progressive in its
improvements through endless ages.  This view of the subject enforces the
importance of knowledge here, and at the same time discovers the necessity of
religion, that it may not be the source of wretchedness hereafter, But this is
no time for speculative inquiries. The happiness of the blessed will be com-
plete, whatever may be its peculiar nature ; for eye hath not seon, nor ear heard,
neither hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive the things that God hath pre-
pared for them that love him,

By incaleating the worship of the only true God, and making the Holy
Bible the guide of faith, Masonry interferes with no doctrinal points, nor dis-
cussions of parties or sects in religion—all are permitted to form their own
creed, taking this snered book as their directory,  Venerable from its antiquity
it geeks no proselytes, and is therefore a powerful institution to unite pious
men of different persuasions for the common good,

In ancient times, Masonry was the greatest and at some periods the only



Portland, June 24, 1820, 31

opposer of idolatry. For many nges it held the keys of knowledge, while bar-
barians were desolating all that was fhir and beautitul in society ; and it is
probably destined to be one of the mighty instruments in the hand of Provi-
dence, to spread the Sacred Word among all nations who know not God, and
whose ignorance has a claim on the children of humanity. Under the bless-
ings of a free government, and beneath the broad light of Chyistinnity, we
little know the suflerings of a large portion of our race in remote countrics.
The funeral fire, that consumes some widowed mourner, &till hurns on the
banks of the Ganges; the unhallowed Turk still pollutes the haly land of
Palestine ; the dark African still lovks up to Heaven in the agony of despair,
while writhing under the lash of the oppressor; and there are multitudes who
live in wretcliedness, without comfort here or hope hereafter, while the pgreat
masonic family are bound to diffuse that light which cheers all that see it and
carries gladness in every ray. Are not these subjects worthy of some consid-
eration at a time when the prosperity of our country—the flourishing state of
the fraternity—the rapid increase of their members—their rich resources and
extensive influence all unite to render them the most powerful institution, that
ever was on carth, (o promote this end 7 Are these things visionary ¥ What-
ever opinions may be entertained on the subject of evangelizing the multitudi-
nous nations of Asia, and of cireulating the Sacred Word through their wide
and sorrowful dominions, whatever may be thought of these inmumerable
societies actuated as by a divine impulse in this grand and holy object, yet
ouglhit not masons to take a decp interest in the restoration of that ancient

realm of our Hebrew brethren, whenee all our light first dawned, to peace, and

(=4
to comfort, and to joy ! The mountains of Lebanon where the stones were
hewn, squared and numbered—the heights of Joppa where the materials for
the building were conveyed—the Mount of Moriah where the Temple of Solo-
mon was erected—the garden of Gethsemane, where lay the sepulelire of our
Lord and Master—the villages of Bethlehem, Nazareth and Bethany—the sea of
Galilee and the river of Jordan—all those spots are still existing, rendered
dear 10 the masin by a thousand associations ; and the lovely land of Palestine
is still beautiful as ever; but where are the generations who were once there,
beholding the Star in the East, and receiving the glad tidings from above, and
listening to the voice of our Sainted Brother, whose festival we now celebrate
The ruins of Jerusalem will answer! Deep darkness overshadows their
posterity. A sorrowful people are waiting the hour of deliverance. Though
the time when Jehovah will gather together the seattered Israclites we know
not, though the prophecies are unsearchable, and ean only be understood in
their fulfillment, yet the melioration of their lot, who cling to the beloved fields
of Palestine, may be effocted by a diftusion of light and knowledge, onee more

among them, And is it unres
cheer up the heart of sorrow in that unhappy region, to which the Enstern

onable to suppose that Masonry might again

realm of 2 new world now owes this joyous day !




a2 Conseeration,

M. W, Grand Master—R. W, Officers and W. Brethren ;

In the conseeration of o Grand Lodge in Maine, we beliold a striking picture
of our local prosperity, and of the increase of the Muzonic fumily., 'The union
of Literature and Religion has heen offered to your consideration with much
diffidence, by one to whom you have assigned the honor of an Address, The
influence of these principles, when well directed, may make the light of
Maszonry a blessing to all around us; for there is no condition of life so
obscure, that it may not produce instruments, which, under the guidance of
Heaven, may bring about great events ; and there is no village =o descrted,
that the mind muy not there lay up immense treasnres,  Every human being
is a part of a vast system, created by an Almighty hand; and in whatever
sphere lie moves, some kindred eyes may wateh his conduct, and some con-
genial heart be affected with his charseter ; but important is the conduet and
responsible is the character of those, who are placed in the high and lofty
stations of directing the affairs of their conntry ; and in no way do the Masonic
regulations appear to more advactage, than in requiring respeet for our Officers
and regard for subordination of rank, We elect those who rule over us, and
when elected we resign to them all power our Constitution ean bestow, and
evince all the affection the principles of a dignified Order can inspire; and our
rulers are under solemn obligation to promote the happiness of the whole.
This institution is therefore admirably fitted to form the excellent magistrate
and the faithful citizen of a free country.

To those respected Grand Officers who have visited us on this interesting
oceasion we offer a sincere welcome, and when they leave us, a kind farewell
and cordinl wish for their prosperity, The ceremony we witness is flattering
to our feelings and elevating to our hopes ; and though it reminds us that onr
Jiliel conneetion with the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts is dissolved, yet it
convinces us that the fraternal ties are only rendered more powerful. We con-
gratulate our Grand Officers who are now to be invested with the jewels of a
high station. T'o our most worshipful Grand Master we present the testimony
of respect, happy that the first Chief Magistrate of the State should also he
the first to fill the elair of the Grand Lodge of Maine.

Brerures—The consecration of a Grand Lodge this day is attended with
peculiar circumstances ; the Festival reminds ng of the Holy Lodge of St. Johnat
Jernsalem—the Grand Lodge from New Humpshire have honored us with their
attendance—an unusual number of brethren from various Lodges in Maine are
here assembled—the Legislature of the State evince their respect for the
oceasion, and a large assembly of spectators is now collected. We may never
witness again a Masonie spectacle so interesting ; for the years of human life
are fow and short—they roll rapidly along ; and the most splendid scenes, and
the most august ceremounies that can ever call us together in this world, may
serve to convince us, that we may soon be summoned to that Grand Lodge
in the Heavens, where an assembled Universe will surround us and the Lovd
himself' appear in glory, a celestial light to the faithful !
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After the oration,the Grand Master having stated the object
of the meeting, announced the presence of Grand Officers of New
Hampshire to assist in the interesting ceremonies ; the Jewels were
collected by the Grand Marshal and deposited on the table; the
prayer of consecration was then offered by the Rev. Mr. Tilton
of Searborough, Grand Chaplain pro tempore; and the Grand
Master of Maine having first signified his assent to the ancient
Constitutions and Charges of the Craft, was duly invested with
the insignia of his office and presented with the regalia of his
Grand Lodge. After this he proceeded to invest his Deputy
Grand Master and the following officers of the Grand Lodge of
Maine, (viz.)

R. W. CHARLES FOX, as proxy to Rt. W. William Swan, Senior Grand
Warden.

W. NATHANIEL COFFIN, Junior Grand Warden.

W. JOBEPH M, GERRISH, Grand Treasurer.

W. WILLIAM LORD, Recording Grand Secretary.

W. ROBERT P. DUNLAP, Corresponding Gyand Secretary.

W. HENRY W. FULLER, Senior Grand Deacon.

W. JOSIAH CALEF, Junior Grand Deacon.

W. WILLIAM TORRY, Grand Steward.

W. 8. BAKER, as proxy to R. W. Jesse Robinson, Grand Steward.

W. ELEAZER WYER, Grand Steward.

. W. Nl':l.SOS RACKLYFT, Grand Steward.

Brother WILLIAM STEVENS, Grand Tyler.

FERRRRRRED

The Grand Master then returned thanks to the Grand Master
of New Hampshire and his officers for their presence and assist-
ance, and requested that if all the eceremonies were duly performed
and approved, proclamation thereof might be made. Whereupon
the Grand Master of New ]Iamwhire expressed his congratula-
tions on the oceasion ; and by his command, the Grand Marshal
of New Hampshire proclaimed the Grand Lodge of Maine to be
duly constituted and consecrated, and its officers installed in
ample and ancient form, ‘

The services were then closed with a Benediction, pronounced
by the officiating Chaplain of New Hampshire,

The Brethren returned to Mason’s Iall, and partook of a rich

repast, provided for the occasion by Mr. Dexter Dana.
3
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The following votes were passed :—

‘oted, That the thanks of this Grand Lodge be presented to the Second
Religous Society and Parish, for the accommodation afforded by the use of their
Meeting House on this occasion,

Voted, That the thanks of this Grand Lodge be presented to the Beethoven
Society, for the several pieces of music performed with so much skill and taste
on this occasion.

Voted, That R. W. Brothers Charles Fox, Nathaniel Coffin and Joseph E.
Foxcroft be a committee to wait upon R. W. Brother J. I. Sheppard, Esq. and
offer him the thanks of this Grand Lodge. for his truly Masonic address this
day delivered before the Grand Lodges of New Hampshire and Maine, and to
request a copy. for the press.

Adjourned to Tuesday evening, June 27.

WILLIAM LORD, Grand Secretary.
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SPECIAL COMMUNICATION.,

A communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine was holden at
Mason’s Hall in Portland, June 27, 1820, according to adjourn-
ment.

PreseNt—R. W. SIMON GREENLEAF, Deputy Grand Master.
“  NATHANIEL COFFIN, Senior Grand Warden, p. t.
o ROBERT P. DUNLAP, Junior Grand Warden, p. t.
“  JOSEPH M. GERRISH, Grand Treasurer.
o WILLIAM LORD, Grand Secretary.
‘e FELEAZER WYER, Senior Grand Deacon. p. t.
“  NELSON RACKLYFT, Junior Grand Deacon. p. f.
“  GEORGE THACHER, Jr. Grand Sword Bearer.
L SETH CLARK, Grand Steward, p. t.

Bro. WILLIAM STEVENS, Grand Tyler.

Lodges represented.

Portland, Anecient Land-Mark, Solar,
United, Lincoln Felicity,
Saco, Kennebec.

Voted, That the By-Laws of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts be adopted
as the By-Laws of this Grand Lodge, so far as they are applicable, until a new

code be reported and accepted.

Voted, That the Grand Secretary be requested to obtain a list of all the Past
Masters in the State of Maine, and the dates of the Charters of the several
Lodges under the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, and that the District
Deputy Grand Masters be requested to assist him.

Poted, That the Committee who have under consideration the Constitution
and By-Laws for this Grand Lodge, be requested to report at our next meeting
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R. W. Narnanier, Corrix, Esq. of Wiscasset, submitted the
folloWwing resolutions:

Resolved, As the sense of this Grand Lodge, that the translation of the Holy
Bible into the various languages of the Earth, and distributing the same without
note or comment, is a truly Masonic work, and claims the co-operation of every
friend of the human race. x,

Resolved, That we accordingly recommend to all the fraternity, under this
Masonie jurisdiction, to give heed personally to this great light, and to use their
efforts for diffusing its cheering beams over the world,

Resolved, That as an expression of our gratitude to the Father of Lights for
his most merciful care of us hitherto, and for the unexampled prosperity at
this time attending the fraternity in Maine, we do herchy dedicate to this
great work of ditfusing the knowledge of His most Holy Word, one tenth of
all moneys hereafter to be received for charters to subordinate Lodges, and for

, candidates initinteg into the mysteries of our order ; Provided however, That the

expenses of the Grand Lodge already incurred for its consecration, shall be
first paid, before any appropriation from our income be made to any other object
whalever.

A petition from a number of Brethren in Norridgewock, praying
for a charter to hold a Lodge there, was read ; but, as it had not
the approbation of the two nearest Lodges,

Voted, That it lie over to the next meeting of this Grand Lodge, and that
the Grand Secretary notify the petitioners of the same.

Poted, That Grand Secretary and Grand Treasurer be authoMzed to procure
all the blanks that may be necessary for the Grand Ladge.

The Committee of arrangements for the 24th of June, made a
report, in which there appeared to be a balance of about one
hundred dollars wanting to pay the bills: thereupon,

" Voted, That the Chairman of said Committee be authorized to draw on the
Grand Treasurer for any sum that may be wanted, not exceeding one hundred
dollars. v y

Vated, That the prayer of the petition of Bro. Thomas B. Stinchfield and
others, for a Lodge to be established at Waterville, by the name of Waterville
Lodge, be granted.

The Committee appointed to procure a Seal with a proper device,
made the following report, which was accepted :

The form, a cirele, surrounded by the words, “Incorporated by the State
June 16th, consecrated June 25th, A. L. 5820," Within this circle the words

GRAND LODGE OF MAINE, upholding on its three pillars the Bible,
Square, and Compasses, supported on the right by a Scythe, and on the leit by
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an Anchor, (part of the arms of the State) having within the compasses,
REGI'T, (the Bible rules and directs us) irradiated by the polar Star, (the
emblem of Maine,) and having above the whole the All-seeing LEye.

:l'lm following are some of the reasons which have led to this form and de-
vice.

We are incorporated by the State, and by placing the polar star, which is
the emblem of Maine upon our Seal, casting its rays upon the Bible, Square
and Compasses, which in this represent the masonic family, we acknowledge our
allegiance to the State. By placing the Seythe and Anchor as our supporters,
they being also part of the Armas of the State, we acknowledge our obligations
for the support afforded us, not only by granting us an incorporation without
a dissenting vote, but by other public acts expressive of their regard for the
Institution. Above the whole we place the All-seeing Eye, to remind us, that
all our :u.-tim;a, of a political as well as of a masonic nature, are under divine
inspection.  These emblems being surrounded with the indented Tessel,
resting upon & tesselated pavement, remind us of that variety of blessings
with which we are surrounded by Divine-Providence while passing through
the ¢hequered scenes of life. And as the whole rests upgn pillars having their
foundation in the Grand Lodge, the device reminds us that the State and the
Fraternity should always find a steady support in the patriotic and benevolent
prineiples and labors of the Grand Lodge of Maine. N

NATHANIEL COFFIN, Chairman,

Voted, That the Grand Treasurer be directed to procure suitable books for
himself, and fog the District Deputy Grand Masters,

Voted, That the Recording Grand Secretary be directed to procure a snitable
book for the records of the Grand Lodge, and that he cause an abstract of the
records of the Convention including the whole of the final report of the com
mittee to agree on the terms of separation with the Grand Lodge of Massa
chusetts to be transcribed into the same.

Voted, That R. W. Simon Greenleaf, . G. Master, be a committee to prepare
the ubstract above mentioned, and also to prepare the first communication of
the Grand Lodge to be printed and distributed among the several Lodges under
this jurisdiction.

Voted, That R, W, Simon Greenleaf, D. G. Master, be a committee to super-
intend the printing the oration delivered by J. H. Sheppard Esq., and procure
a suitable number for the Grand Lodge.

Voted, That all the accounts of the Grand Lodge be settled so as to appear
in their first communication.

Voted, That R. W. Brothers Robert P. Dunlap, Nathaniel Coffin, and Sam-

uel Little be a committee to agree with Portland and Ancient Land-Mark Lodges
or either of them for suitable rooms for the accommodation of the Grand Lodge.

-«
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Voted, That the Corresponding Grand Secretary be requested to provide a
suitable book and record his correspondence therein.

Voted, That the resolutions offered by R. W. Nathaniel Coffin, J. G. Warden,
be put over to our meeting in January next, and that one hundred copies be
printed and the Grand Secretary send a copy to the Master and Secretary of
each Lodge under the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge.

Voted, That the first printed communication of this Grand Lodge be sent to
all the Grand Lodges in America and Europe, with an official note by the Cor-
responding Grand Secretary, announcing the regular organizing of this Grand
Lodge and requesting their fraternal recognition and correspondence.

The Grand Lodge then adjourned to the 4th Thursday in

Angust next, 24th day. .

WILLIAM LORD, Grand Secretary.
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STATE OF MAINE.

- g s -
I'n the year of our Lord one thousand rlyfu‘ hundred and twenty.

An Act 10 18%CORPORATE THE MAsSTER, WARDENS AND MEMBERS OF THE
Grayp LopGe or Maise.

Secriox 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
Legizlature nssembled.  That William King, Simon Greenleaf, William Swan,
Nathaniel Coffin und their astociatés and successors, be gnd they hereby are
incorporated into a body politic by the name of the Master, Wardens and
Members of the Grand Lodge of Maine ; with powef fo sue and be sued, to
have a common seal and to change the same, to make any By-Laws for the
management of their aflairs, not repugnant to the laws of this State, nor to
ancient masonic usages. X To take and hold for charitable and benevolent uses,
any real estate to the value of twenty thousand dollars, and any personal estate
to the value of sixty thousand dollars; and to give and grant, or bargain and
sell the same ; and with all the privileges usually granted to other societies
instituted for purposes of charity and beneficence.

Secrion 2. Be it further enacted, That the first meeting of said corporation
shall be holden at such time and place, and be notified in such manner as the
majority of the persons herein named may direct,

Secrion 3. Do it further enacted, That the powers granted by this act may
be enlarged, restrained or repealed, at the pleasure of the Legislature.

In the House of Representatives, June 154 1820.

This bill having had three several readings, passed to be enacted.

BENJ. AMES, Speaker.

In Senate, June 16, 1820,
This bill having had two several readings, passed to be enacted.
JOHN CHANDLER, President.

June 10, 1820,
Approved, WILLIAM KING.

Copy from original.
Att: ASHUR WARE, Secretary of State.
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To Wirtiam Lonv, Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Maine.

You are hereby authorized and requested ‘to notify and warn a meeting of
the officers and members of the Grand Lodge of Maine, to be holden at
Mason’s Hall in Portland, on Thursday, the 24th day of August next,at7
o’clock p. M., by advertisement three successive weeks in both the Portland
newspapers, for the purpose of adopting any measures which may be thought
necessary for the more perfect organization of the said Grand Lodge under the
late act of incorporation, and for the transaction of such other business as may
come before them.

Given under our hands, July 5th, 1820,

WILLIAM KING,
SIMON GREENLEAF,
WILLIAM SWAN.

Pursuant to the foregoing order, I have notified and warned the officers and
members of the Grand Lodge of Maine, to meet at the time and place, and for

the purposes aforesaid,
WILLIAM LORD, G. Secretary.

Portland, August 1, 1820,
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SPECIAL COMMUNICATION. -

Puarsuant to an order from M. W, William King, R. W. Simon
Greenleaf, and R, W, William Swan, of which due notice was
given, a communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine was holden
at Masons’ Hall in Portland, August 24th, A. D. 1820.

Presext—R. W. SIMON GREENLEAF, Deputy Grand Master.

" WILLIAM SWAN, Senior Grand Warden.

“ ROBERT P. DUNLAP, Junior Grand Warden, p. ¢.
" JOSEPH M. GERRISH, Grand Treasurer.

o WILLIAM LORD, Grand Secretary.

R.W. & Rev. GIDEON W. OLNEY, Grand Chaplain.
R. W. JOSEPH E. FOXCROFT, Grand Marshal.

L ELEAZER WYER, Senior Grand Deacon.
# NELSON RACKLYFT, Junior Grand Deacon,
" SETH CLARK, Grand Pursuivant.

Bro. WILLIAM STEVENS,  Grand Tyler.

Visitors—R. W. Bro. PURKETT, R. W. Bro. “TAPPIN.
Lodges represented :

Portland, Cumh'rland, Ancient Land-Mark,
Adoniram, Tranquil, Oriental,
Temple, United, Blazing Star.

Voted, That the resolutions offered by R. W. Nathaniel Coffin at our last
meeting be committed to R. W. Simon Greenleaf, Robert P. Dunlap and Rev.
Gideon W. Olney, to report at our next communication.

The committee appointed to report a code of By-Laws for the
Grand Lodge of Maine, made their report, which was read, and
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ordered Lo be printed and sent to every member of the Grand
Lodge—number to be printed not to exceed one hundred and
fifty.

Voted, That the Grand Secretary be authorized to get the By-Laws printed,
and send them to the members of this Grand Lodye.

Vated, That R, W, Robert P. Dunlap (one of the committee appointed to
procure suitable accommodations for the meetings of the Grand Lodge) be
authorized to close the bargain with Portland and Ancient Land-Mark Lodges
for this Hall, at forty dollars per year.

Voted, That the past transactions of the Grand Lodge of Maine, as they
stand recorded on the Grand Seeretary’s books, be, and they hereby are, con-
firmed and held valid and unding on the Corporation of the Master, Wardens
and members of the Grand Lodge of Maine, to all purposes whatever.

Voted, That the Grand Treasurer be authorized to receive from the Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts the money and all other property granted by them to
this Grand Lodge and mentioned in the third Resolution reported by their
committee on this subject at their communiecation, March 8, 1820,

Voted, That the Grand Treasurer be authorized to invest the Thousand
Dollars he receives from the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts for the Charity
Fund, in such stock or securities as he may think most safe and produoctive.

Voted, That the Grand Treasurer be authorized to pay the several bills re-
ported by the committee on Accounts, and that he obtain funds for that pur-
pose agreeable to a former vote of this Grand Lodge.

The Committee on Accounts made a Report, which was read,
accepted and put on file.
Voted, That the committee on Diplomas be discharged at their request.

Voted, That R. W. William Swan, Robert P, Dunlap and Eleazer Wyer be
a committee to report a suitable design for diplomas, and on what terms they
can be furnished, as soon as may be.

Voted, That when this Grand Lodge adjourn, it will adjourn to the last
Wednesday in September next, 27th day. &

Voted, That the Grand Secretary be requested to communicate to the sev-
eral Lodges on the importance of their being represented in the Grand Lodge.

The Grand Lodge then adjourned to the last Wednesday in
September next, 2Tth day. .
Attest, WILLIAM LORD, @, Secretary.
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SPECIAL COMMUNICATION.

A communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine was holden
according to adjournment at Mason’s Hall in Portland, on Wednes-
day evening, Sept. 27, A. D, 1820,

Presext—R. W. WILLIAM SWAN, Grand Master, p. 1.
- ELEAZER WYER; Senior Grand Warden, p. 1.
o NELSON RACKLYFT, Junior Grand Warden, p. t.
" SETH CLARK, Senior Grand Deacon, p. t.
o SAMUEL BAKER, Junior Grand Deacon, p. t.
L JOS. M. GERRISH, Grand Treasurer.
" ‘'WILLIAM LORD, Grand Secretary.

Bro. WILLIAM STEVENS, Grand Tyler.
Lodges represented :

Portland, Ancient Land-Mark, Temple,
Solar, Adoniram,

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the reso-
lutions offered by R. W. Nathaniel Coffin, Esq., Junior Grand
‘Warden, made the gllow'm report :

To tue Most WorsRIPFUL j: Graxp Lonee or Maixe.

The Committee to whom was referred certain resolutions proposed for
the adoption of the Grand Lodge, respecting the appropriation of a stated
portion of the funds of the Grand Lodge to the translation, printing and
distribution of the Iloly Bible, without note or comment, among the various
nations of the earth, have attended to that subject, and ask leave to submit the
following report :—

The opinions expressed by all classes of Masons, leave no room to doubt
their readiness cheerfully to appropriate some portion of the funds of the
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institution to the purposes contemplated by the resolves submitted to the
Grand Lodge, provided it ean be dbne without violating any fundamental
principle of our ancient order. "

It beeomes necessary, therefore, to advert to the original principles and
design of Masonry, in order to solve correctly the interesting and momentous
questions now presented to the Grand Lodge.

Without entering into all the arguments which have been advanced at
different times, by writers on this subject, it is sufficient in this place to remark
that all approved writers on Masonry, and all histories of the order which are
received as authentic by the fraternity, concur in referring the ur'i_l_.rin of
Masonry to the patriarchal ages, and in regarding its great object as the
cultivation of pure religion, Its features have been satisfactorily truced in the
religious mysteries of the Egyptians, Greeks and Druids, and the same charac-
ters, combined with the cultivation of the arts, are perceived in our traditionary
accounts of its existence among the Jews. 1t is by the same authors supposed
to have languished after the conversion of the Druids to Christianity, and to
have been revived in renewed splendor, in the early part of the tenth century,
at the formation of the Grand Lodge of York.

If these historical nceounts are deserving of eredit, (and we have never yet
heard their correctness questioned ) there is no probability that Masonry owes
its origin to any combination of builders, or that it was ancientl y devoted to
the cultivation of ene branch of léarning more than another. We are rather
impelled to the helief that the wide and elevated views of onr ancient brethren,
extended to the preservation and advancement of all good learning, ‘and of
every branch of useful science, ever regarding that to be most worthy of
attention which leads to right eonceptions of the character of that Being whom
all enlightened men profess to seek and to adore.

"

Upon this ground it is easy to account for, and to reconcile all parts of our
ancient mysteries. Even the unplements of arcliitecture, found among our
emblems, form no objection, since it is universally agreed to have been the
custom of the ancients to convey moral instruction by visible symbols; and
none are more happily adapted to the purpose for which they are now used,
than the working tools of Masons,

But upon any other supposition, it is e;:!ely diffieult, if not impossible,
to afford any rational explanation of any f our ritual. If Masonry was
not originally a religions and moral institution, it must have been merely a
fraternity of architects, associated for the cultivation of their art, and for the
relief of each other when in poverty and distress, But it may safely be
aflirmed that such a fraternity would not have adopted any symbols or
ceremonies not relating to their particular profession, And it may be asked
what professional benefit a company of mere architects could derive from the
anchor of hope, the emblems of the sun, moon and stars, the pot of incense,
the mystic numbers, the All-seeing eye, the sword and heart, the sciences of




1820.] Grand Lodge of Maine. 45

.
musie, grammar, rhetoric, logic and astronomy, or from definitions of
the senses of tasting and smelling? Or why secrecy should so often be enjoined
by such a society, ufMer such solemn sanctions? Yet in the mysteries of the
ancients, teaching, as they did, a system of religion directly opposite to the
idolatrous superstitions of the populace, we elearly see sufiicient reasons for
secrecy, and the utility of imparting the knowledge of true religion by slow
degrees, and by symbolical instruction.

Often indeed are we reminded that operative Masons make use of certain
implements for the purposes of their art, but that we use them for purposes
““more noble and glorious ;" and that Masonry is “an holy institution.”

Those views of the nature and design of Masonry are in no wise peculiar to
the fraternity in this quarter of America, nor to the present generation. They
are distinetly stated in Hutchinson's spirit of Masonry, published abput forty
years since, with the express approbation of the Grand Lodge of England, as
well as in other books deserving of great credit, liuoth before and since that
time. And to those writings the committee refer for more extensive elucida-
tions than ean be given in the compass of this report.

1t is evident, then, that the great objeets of Masonry originally were the
advancement of literature, science, and true religion. .

That the Lodges in Europe have never supposed their funds to be conse-
erated exclusively to the relief of poverty and personal distress, is manifest from
the manner in which they have expended them.

In Germany, Denmark and Sweden, charity schools were erected by the
Lodges more than half a century ago, for educating the children of Masons
“1in the prineiples of seience and the doctrines af chrigtinnity,” 1o the year 1778,
the united Lodges of Dresden, Leipsic and Gorlitz, erectad at Frederickstadt, a
seminary of learning for children of every denomination in the electorate of
Saxony. And to use the words of a well known Masonic Historian, * it de-
gerves to be remarked that the founders of these institutions, amid their
anxiety for the public prosperity, never neglected the spiritual interests of the
children,” The same liberal and just view of the objects and uses of Masonry
were entertained by our English brethren, who, in the year 1778, instituted a
free school ** to train up children in the knowledge of virtue and veligion."

It may be deemed superfluous to cite any illustrations of the same principles
among the Lodges, gradll and subordinate, in America, known, as they must
be to all well informed Masons. But the views of the Committee are so justly
expressed by the late M. W, Grand Master of the State of New Hampshire,"in
his annual address in the year 18185, to the Lodges of that jurisdiction, that
they cannot forbear to quote his own words. After adverting to some local
and peculiar causes which had diminished the annual revenues of the Grand
Lodge, and suggesting the propriety of making donations from the funds of each
subordinate Lodge, to the Grand Lodge, for certain speécified purposes, he ob-

serves that ** The gratuitous distribution of the Holy Seriptures; assistance to indi-
gent young men of our fraternity in completing an education which will qualify
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them for public nsefulness; also, encouragement to those pious Masons who
have gone, or may go as Missionaries among the IHeathen, are certainly
subjects which deserve the attentive consideration offour charitable order.
Contributions for these, or the like purposes, would reflect honor on the
Masonie institution, would serve to allay prejudices, and conciliate the esteem
of those that are without; and might prove the means, under Providence, of
essential benefit to mankind.” It deserves to be further remarked that the
Grand Lodge of” the State of Vermont, in the same liberal and truly Masonic
spirit, have made donations to the Bible Socicties of that state and of the
United States, and at their communication in Oetober, A, D, 1819, they pussed
an official and Masonic approbation of *‘ the translating, printing, and distributing
of the Holy Scripture, without note or comment.”

If it should be objected that no instance is to be found in Europe of the
application of Masonic funds to the distribution of the Bible, it may be replied
that the existence of any Bible Society is of no earlier date than the year 1804 ;
and doubtless but few of the streams have yet begun to flow, which will finally
swell that grand river of beneficence to mankind. Nor can we admit it as a
just objection against a legitimate and laudable exertion of our powers, that
other Lodges have not yet directed theirs to the same object ; since the same
argument will apply with equal force against the commencement of every
virtuous undertaking. ™

It has been objected that to apply the funds of Lodges of christian Masons
to this ohjeet, would destroy the universality oft Masonry ; and would justify
our Jewish brethren in ‘“disseminating the writings of Moses only, or the
Mahometan Masons in multiplying copies of the Alcoran.”

Bat it should be observed that our Jewish brethren receive, as Holy Writ,
not “the writings of Moses only,” but the whole of the Old Testament :
and as the distribution is made  without note or comment,” we perceive no
good reason against their sending out that part of the Bible alone, since chris-
tians have found great advantages to result from the translation and publication,
among idolatrous nations, of detached portions at a time, as well of the Old
Testament as of the New. It has been thought most advisable, in many
cases, to adopt this gradual method of instruction—And should our Jewish
brethren be induced thus to co-operate with us in reat object, the conse-
guence would only be, a more extensive diffusion of light.

Respecting the * Mahometan Masons,” who form so strong a part of this
objection,we have not yet found the proofs of their existence : and the known
indifference of the Turks, both to science and to social intercourse, as well as the
vigilance of their despotic government, its extreme jealousy of all secret assem-
blies, and its prompt and often indiseriminate application of the bow-string, aly
forbid us to believe the fact, unless upon direct testimony. We have heard of a
few instances of Mahometans and Pagans being initiated into our mysteries; but

these instances, according to the jbest evidence we can obtain, occurred in
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Lodges of christian Masons, either on the European shores of the Mediterranean,
or in the English possessions in India. We have as yet found no evidence
that there i§ such a society as a Turkish or a Pagan Lodge in the world ; and
we have strong circumstantial proof that there is no Lodge in existence which
does not use the Holy Bible as it is used among us, nor in which the initiate
does not receive it as “ the rule and guide of his faith and practice.”

If then these Mahometan Masons thus engaged to adopt the Bible as their
rule and guide, which they must have done, if initinted, as it seems in Lodges
of christinn Masons; it may be asked what_just ground of complaint they can
have, if we publish that ** rule and guide” to others; or with what reason
they can claim, on Masonie grounds, to distribute the Koran !

If we receive the Bible at all, we receive it as a sacred book,—a revelation
from Heaven,—as the great Light by which our steps are to be directed. And
if’ so, what part of it are we to reject, out of courtesy to the faith of Masons
of another religon, if any such there be? To gratify one class we must
exclude the New Testament; and another would require us to reject them
both. :

But if the principles of our order were promulgated in the tents of Shem,
—spread in Europe by the descendents of Gomer,—and disseminated by
Abraham among the nations of Asia,—what is there, we may ask, in the
subsequent revelations of God to man, as we receive them, which is inconsistent
with these fiest principles ? Is the religion of the Patriarclis one thing, and
the religion of Jesus Christ anotler ?  Were not both from the same Deity,—and
is the latter in any opposition to the former? Ave mnot both in perfect
harmony,—the one the foundation, the other the cape stone? And can this
be affirmed of any other religion on the earth ?

The answer to these enquiries leads us to this result,—that the universality
of Masonry consists in its embracing in the arms of its charity the whole
brotherhood of man, and in its endeavors that all should be ** children of the
light”—that a/{l should cogge to the knowledge of the truth, and that the truth
should make them fiee,

It has been farther objeeted that the distribution of the Bible by the aid of
Masonry * is unanthorized by the customs of time immemorial,”—that “ not
a single precedent ean bg‘uumi of a similar procedure in ancient records.”

The answer to this objection may be found in the preceding observations, and
especially by adverting to the very recent date of the origin of the first Bible
Society in the world, instituted upon the present system. But it may be added,
that whatever may have heen the customs of ancient times in this respect, we

have no “records” whatever which show the ordinary operations of the
society much, if any, beyond the last century. There are, it is true, some
documents of an older date ; but none which shew any specific application of
Masonie funds. The purposes to which such funds were more anciently
applied, are rather to be ascertained by inference from other facts, and from
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the general principles of the institution, If our order existed in the Grecian
mysteries, its funds must have been expended in the maintenance of religious
rites, If it was known and supported by the Druids, the great object of their
mysteries, as we have good reason to believe, was the preservation of a
worship more pure than that of the populace :—in addition to which they
cultivated every branch of humam learning :—neither of which, it is fair to
presume, could have been effected without revenues. And if Masonry, as no
Mason will deny, existed in the court of Solomon,—if it was honored with
the charge of erecting the first temple, and its “ehildren of the eaptivity"”
restored the second, unguestionably its means were not restricted 10 the mere
giving of alms. It would seem absurd to say that Masonry may lawfully
build a temple for the regular worship of the true God, but must not turnish
it with a single copy of “the law and the prophets.” What else, it may be
asked, was the building of Solomon's Temple, which makes so prominent a
figure in the foreground of our traditions, but an exclusive appropriation of the
whole energies of Masonry to extend the knowledge of Jehovah, and to
promote his worship, as he had prescribed it, and to but one nation at that
time in the world? We constantly affirm that this was done by ancient
Masons not merely as the servants of King Solomon, and with his wealth,
but in their Masonic character, and with the means which, as Masons, they
could command, The institution was completely identified with the great
work it was engaged in conducting ; and we can perceive no difference in
principle between building a temple to the Most High, in one age, and
furnishing it with a copy of his Holy Word, in another ;—nor between the
furnishing of a Bible, out of which the truth may be taught on Sundays to the
congregation, and the gratuitous bestowing of copies to the destitute, in which
they may read it for themselves.

The question now before the Grand Lodge, we believe, wns never directly
presented to our ancient brethren, Not that we suppose they never discussed
the subject of enlightening the world, or doubted the lawfulness of appropri-
ating their means to that end. On the contrary we suppose the diffusion of
the light of truth to have been a great ohject of nry in all ages. But
amidst all the means which have been devised for the uttainment of' this objeet,
the discovery of the liberal and catholic method of sending forth the Bible in
its native simplicity—of appealing, us it were, direc the Deity, to maintain
the commanding majesty of his own Revelation, has been reserved to the
present age. It originated in a spirit of enlightened philanthropy ; and it has
rapidly and widely extended the prevalence of those feelings which gave it
birth. It is the tesselated pavement on which brethren of every sect may
walk and not stumble. It is, it we may be permitted the expression, the
Masonry of religion, and the religion of Masonry.

It has been urged, as a farther objection, that the proposed appropriation
“would change the main object of our ancient institution from temporal to
apiritual charity,"” '
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But it is incumbent on those who advance this objection, to show that
temporal charity was ever regarded as the main ohject of our institution, If the
view we have taken of ancient Masonry be correct, however extensive the
temporal charities of the craft may heretofore have been, they were far from
being regarded as the great purpose of Masonry. Nor is it a very easy matter
to mnke so careful a discrimination among the objects of charity as this
objection would seem to require. We do not believe that any Maszon is
prepared to say, that while our order permits us to relieve the wants and
sufferings of the body, it steadily refuses any relief’ to the wounded and
troubled mind ;—or thut while it directs us to administer to the personal wants
of Masons’ orphans, when they occur, it forbids ug to prevent the existence
of want, by allording such orphans seasonable moral and religions instruction.
If we may feed the hungry and clothe the naked, it would seem to be a part
of the same duty also to reclaim the wandering and instruct the ignorant.
We perceive no difference of principle between supporting the poor out of our
own funds, and teaching them to support themselves, unless it be a difference
in favor of the latter: and an important part of this instruction consists in
enforcing the moral duty of diligence and virtue from the high sanctions of
religion. And where can such knowledge be so well obtained as from the
Bible? In this view the bestowment of a Bible on the destitute orphan of
a deceased Mason, may prove one of the greatest of all * temporal charities.”
We can never believe that while Masonry enjoins on us the relief of poverty
and distress, even though ocensioned by error from the ways of virtue and
religion, it at the same time forbids us to prevent that poverty and distress by
opening to the eyes of the young and ignorant the sacred pages of Revelation :
nor that while we may administer to the relief of a sick wayfuring brother,
and afford him the means of pursning his way, yet that Masonry will prohibit
us to cheer his journey with the divine consolations of our holy religion.

We have considered some other objections of an inferior character, but do
pot consider it necessary now to examine them in detail ; since the preceding
observations, if well founded, afford a satisfactory answer to them all. Indeed
the objection arising from the insufficiency of our revenues, and any supposed
pledge of them to the exclusive relief of bodily suffering, can come only from a
willing objector, There is no Lodge but what ecan, at times, spare from its
income a small sum for the diffusion of light and knowledge. And however
its present funds may be limited in their application by by-laws and regulations,
the same power which enacted such laws can change them, at least so far as
future income may be concerned.

It should be distinetly remembered that the object of the resolutions under
consideration, is, not to convert our insutution into a mere missionary or
Bible Society—not to propagate sectarian dogmas or notions—not to introduce
any innovation into Masonry—nor to obstruct any of its ancient channels or
divert any of its accustomed streams of beneficence :—but rather to rekindle

4
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the fire of an ancient altar—to open an obstructed fountain, the streams
whereof will make glad the hearts of our brethren and kin— to prove our title
ta be ealled children of the lizght, by imitating the example of our Masonie futhers.

These opinions ure corroborated by a consideration of the nuture and cligrac-
ter of our mysteries and of our public professions.

From the first introduetion of a candidate into the mysteries of Masonry, to
the termination of his travels, he is continually taught the great principles of
picty and good morals; and these instructions are conveyed with a progress-
ive frequency and force, under deeper and more imposing solemnities, in every
succeeding degree.  On his becoming a Mason he expressly reccives the Holy
Bible as “the rule and guide of his fuith and practice,” and solemnly engages
ever to walk by its unerring precepts, 1t is always open in every Lodge of
Musons, and is reverently carried abroad in all our public processions. We
profess ourselves to be * children of the light,"—and we represent our insti-
tution as the depository of all that is valuable in art or science, lovely in
morality and virtue, or true and liberal in religion, We profess the highest
veneration for King Solomon “ the beloved of the Lord,”—celebrated tor his
piety and hig learning, and for his zeal in extending the knowledge of the true
God, and advancing the cavse of seience among men. We adopt, as our pe-
culiar patron, the venerable harbinger of Jesus Christ,—of a digpensation more
pure and exalted than any which had preceded it; a patron, devoted, with un-
shaken constancy, to the spread of religion and knowledge among men, and
who persistad, even unto death, in that glorious vausce,

And with what consistency, we ask, can these professions be held out to the
world, if, at the same time, we coldly turn away from the noblest work which
ever engaged the powers of man ¥

Every view we have been able to take of Masonry, shews it to be an insti-
tution founded on the broad basis of universal bengficence.

We conceive therefore, that to restriet the operations of our order to the
mere relief of bodily want, does in no wise answer its original constitution
and design, nor do justice to its high character and professions. 1t was doubt-
less, in early ages, a most powerful instrument to subdue the ferocity of un-
tutored man, to break the chains of ignorance and superstition, and to disci-
pline the minds and hearts of youth to habits of virtue, Hence we find ancient
Masonry not only dispensing alms to the destitute, opening the door of hos-
pitality to the stranger, and watching, with unwearied kindness, at the couch
of disease and pain,—but also presiding in schools and seminaries of learning,
handling the implements of art, and ministering at the holy altar.

These duties seem to be still generally incumbent on the craft, though the
state of society may at times render the practice of some of.them less neces-
sary than that of others. In a country favored as ours is, with the abundant
nnd gratuitous means of ordinary instruction, both eivil and religious, it be-
comes not so necessary for Lodges of Masons to attend to these objects among
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ourselves ; and our funds, being relieved from this demand, are applicable in a
greater degree to the purpose of instructing the benighted and ignorant of
other nations in the arts of civilization and of peace,—in the means of increasing
their happiness in this life, and in teaching them to hope for a more perfect
state of existence hereafter—instructing our brethren how to live and how to
die.

It is by the prevalence of Masonie principles that wars lose their character
of ferocity, and at length will lose their existence,—that habits of industry
and sobriety are created and cherished,—that good will and harmony prevail
among men—and peace, nnd justice and benevolence will pervade the
world.  And it belongs to our order, by disseminating these principles where
they are now unknewn, to produce such beneficial results. The object is
worthy our attention, is within our reach, and its achievement must exalt the
character of our venerable institution.

This view of Masoury has led the Committee to the conclusions contained
in the following resolves, which they respectfully recommend to the Grand
Lodge, for their adoption.

Lesolved, That the funds belonging to the Masonie institution in general,
are not necessarily limited to the relief of bodily suffering; but are lawfully
applicable to other purposes of beneficence.

Resolved, That the gratuitous distribution of the Iloly Seriptures,—the
assistance of the children of indigent Masons to acquire an education which
may qualify them for public uscfulness,—and the assistance of pious Masons
who may have gone as instructors among the heathen of foreign lands or the
aborigines of our own country,—are objects of a Masgonic character, and de-
serve the nttention and encouragement of our charitable institution.

Regolved, That such permanent appropriation shall be made from the funds
of the Grand Lodge, as may from time to time be expedient, regard being had
to the state of said funds and the various claims on the same, for the translu-
tion, printing and distribution of the IHoly Seriptures, without note or com-
ment, among the various nations of the earth.

SIMON GREENLEAF, Per Order.

The report was read, and the further consideration thereof
postponed till January next ; and it was ordered to be printed
and sent to the several Lodges under the jurisdiction of this
Grand Lodge,

Voted, That one hundred and fifty copies of the above Report be printed.

Vated, That the Grand Seecretary be authorized to get the foregoing report
printed and sent to the several Lodges.

Voted, That when this Grand Lodge adjourns, it will adjourn to the second
Weduoesday of January next.
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Voted, That the powers of the committee appointed on Diplomas be en-
larged, and that gaid committee be authorized to fix on a design, and get the

same engraved as soon as may be.

The Grand Lodge then adjourned to the second Wednesday of
January next, then to meet at this place at 6 o'clock I, M,

Attest,

WILLIAM LORD, G. Secretary.

A Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine was holden
according to adjowrnment at Mason’s Hall, in Portland, Wednes-

day evening, January 10th, 1821,

Prespxt—M. W. SIMON GREENLEAF,
R. W. E. T. WARREN,
“«  WILLIAM SWAN,
" JOSIAH MITCHELL,
" JOSEPI M. GERRISH,
“«  WILLIAM LORD,
L Rev, GIDEON W. OLNEY,
" JOSEPH B. FOXCROFT,
“  GEORGE THACHER, Jz.,
o ELEAZER WYER,
= NELSON RACKLYFT,
iy SETH CLARK,
WILLIAM STEVENS,

Lodges represented :

Portland, Solar,

Kenneber, Ancient Land-mark,
United, Oriental Star, )
Saco, York,

Pythagorenn, Freeport,
Cumberland, Temple,

Oriental, Adoniram,

Village, Tranquil,

Voted, That Bro.

G, M.p t.

D. D. G. Master.
S. G. Warden.
J. G. Warden, p. t.
(¢, Treasurer.
(3. Secretary.

G. Chaplain.

G. Marshal.

8. G. Deacon.

J. G, Deacon.
G. Steward.

G. Pursuivant.
G. Tyler.

Amity,
Rising Virtue,
Felicity,
Warren,
Eastern,
Union,
Waterville,

Bourn, a member of United Lodge, be admitted to

a seat in this Grand Lodge as Proxy to United Lodge, although he has not

been chosen as their proxy by said Lodge.

On motion of R, W, John Merrill, the foregoing vote was re-

congidered.
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Voted, That the consideration of the petition for a charter to hold a Lodge in
Norridgewotk be postponed for the present.

Voted, That inasmuch as Oriental Lodge has regularly appointed two prox- .
ies to represent them in this Grand Lodge, the Brother last appointed by said
Lodge be considered their proxy for the ensuing year.

Vated, That we now proceed to the consideration of the By-Laws as re-
ported by the committee.

After some progress being made, the Grand Lodge adjourned
to to-morrow evening, January 11th, A, D. 1821, at half‘past
five o'clock, then to meet at this place,

Attest, WILLIAM LORD, @. Secretary.

Masox’s Harr, January 11th, A, D. 1821.
The Grand Lodge of Maine met according to adjournment.

Presexr—M. W. SIMON GREENLEAF,

R.W. EBEN'R T, WARREN,
Y GEORGE THACHER, Jr.,
e JOSEPH M. GERRISH,
“  WILLIAM LORD,
i REV. G. W, OLNEY,
o JOSEPH E. FOXCROFT,
¥ ELEAZER WYER,
' NELSON RACKLYFT,
i SETH CLARK,

Bro. WILLIAM STEVENS,

Lodges represented :

Portland, Ancient Land-mark,
Kennebee, Oriental Star,
United, York,

Saco, Freeport,
Cunberland, Temple,

Village, Adoniram,

Solar, Maine,
Pythagorean, Tranquil,

G. Master, p. &.

S. G. Warden, p.t.
J. G. Warden, p. ¢,
G, Treasurer,

G. Secretary.

G. Chaplain,

G. Marshal.

J. G. Deacon.

G. Steward,

G. Pursuivant.

G. Tyler.

Amity,

Rising Virtue,
Felicity,
Warren,
Eastern,
Orient,
Waterville.

The Grand Lodge then resumed the consideration of the By-
Laws as reported by the committee; and after some amend-
ments, the By-Laws were unanimously adopted.
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The petition of certain brethren for a charter to hold a Lodge
at Norridgewock was now considered ; and it appearing to be
approved by Maine Lodge, and by the R, W. District Deputy
Grand Master of the Third Distriet,—and it further appearing
that the approbation of Northern Star Lodge to said petition

was unreasonably withheld, it was

Voted, That a charter be now granted to the petitioners to hold o Lodge at
Norridgewock, by the name of Somerset Lodge,—and said charter was issued

wecordingly.

Voted, That the further consideration of the report of the commitice on the
Resolutions offered by R. W. Bro. Nathaniel Coffin, be postponed until Thurs-
day, the eighth day of February, A. D, 1821,

The Grand Lodge then adjourned to the second Thursday of
February next, then to meet at this place, at 6 o’clock I, M.

WILLIAM LORD, . Secrctary.

Attest,

A Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine was holden
according to adjournment, at Masons’ Hall in Portland, Thursday,
February 8th, A, D. 1821,

Presest—A. W, SIMON GREENLEAT,
R. W. ABIEL WOOD,

G, Master, p. t.
D. D. G. Master.
s

* WILLIAM SWAN, . G. Warden.
8 NATHANIEL COFFIN, J. G, Warden.
Lo JOSEPH M. GERRISH, G. Treasurer.

«  WILLIAM LORD, G. Secretary.

“ ROBERT P. DUNLAP, C. G. Secretary,
“ GIDEON W. OLNEY, G. Chaplain.

¥ JOSEPH E, FOXCROFT, G. Marshal.

o GEORGE THACHER, Jr., G. Sword Bearer.
“  JOSIAH CALEF, 5. G, Deacon.

£ WILLIAM TORREY, J. G, Deacon,

“  NELSON RACKLYFT, G. Steward,

SETH CLARK,
JOHN P. BOYD,
WILLIAM STEVENS,

G. Pursuivant.
Wi

G. Tyler.
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Lodges represented :

Portland, Oxford, Orient,
Kennebee, Oriental Star, St. George,
United, York, Felicity,
Saco, Freeport, Warren,
Pythagorean, Adoniram, [Eastern,
Cumberland, Tranquil, Union,
Villnge, Hancock, Hermon,
Solar, Amity, Waterville.

Ancient Land-mark, Rising Virtue.

The report of the committee on the Sllti_it't‘l of the resolutions
submitted by R, W. Brother Nathaniel Coflin, J. G. Warden,
was taken up and debated, and the same was committed, to-
gether with all the resolutions connected therewith, to R. W.
Brothers William Swan, Nathaniel Coflin, Charles Fox, Peleg
Sprague, and John Miller, who reported as a substitute the
following Preamble and Resolutions, which were accepted, 33
votes in favor and 2 votes against.

Whereas the Holy Bible is the chief’ corner stone on which the superstruc-
tare of Freemasonry is crected, and has always been esteemed as one of its
great lights ; we therefore reverence its great Author, and implore hiz divine
assistance, that we may be governed and influeneed by its doctrines and pre-
eepts, which will make us free indeed. Therefore

Resolved, That we highly appreciate and cordially approve the laudable and
zealous exertions making to enlighten the benighted regions of the world, by
the translation and diffusion of its divine teuths, and earnestly pray that those
exertions may be erowned with suceess. Yet, as the funds of this Grand
Lodge nre devoted to other objects of eharity—to supply the temporal wants
of the needy, and smooth the rugged path of their weary pilgrimage through
life—no part of those funds can therefore now be applied in aid of this great and
glorious work. Yet this Grand Lodge do earnestly recommend to all Masons
to co-operate and assist in sending the glad tidings of Salvation to all nations.

Voted, That the By-Laws as adopted by the Grand Lodge be printed, and
that the act of incorporation be printed therewith,

Voted, That R. W. Brothers William Swan, Joseph M. Gerrizh and William
Lord be a committee to get the by-laws printed ; the number not to exceed
five hundred copies,

Vatedd, That one copy of the By-Laws of this Grand Lodge be sent to each
Grand Lodge in America.

Voted, That the Grand Treasurer be authorized to pay the bill for printing
the By-Laws.

.
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The Grand Lodge then closed to meet in future agrecably to
the provisions in the By-Laws.

Attest, WILLIAM LORD, Grand Secretary.

At a Stated Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine,
held at Masons’ Hall in Portland, Thursday, April 12, A. D.
1821.

Presext—R. W, WILLIAM SWAN, G
“ JOSEPH M. GERRISI, ]
£ JOHN P. BOYD, J.
= OLIVER S. HARTSHORN, G. Treasurer p. (.
< WILLIAM LORD, G. 8
£ ELEAZER WYER, 8
“ CHARLES B, SMITH, J

“  JOHN HULL, :
«  ASA BARTON,{ G. Btewards.
Dro, WILLIAM STEVENS, G. Tyler.
Lodges represented :
United, Amity, Blazing Star.

Oxford, Ancient Landmarlk,

The committee appointed to get the By-Laws printed reported
verbally, that they had got four hundred copies printed, that the
Grand Secretary had received them, and had sent copies to the
Officers of the Grand Lodge, and to the Distriet Deputy Grand
Masters a suflicient number for the several Lodges in the State,

Voted, Thaut . W. William Swan, R. W, Robert P. Dunlap, and R. W.
Eleazer Wyer be a committes to get two engravings of the Seal of the Grand

Lodge of a reduced size for the use of the printers, and the Grand Treasurer
be authorized to pay for the same,

Voted, That the committee appointed to procure a plate for Diplomas, be
authorized to get two hundred copies struck off as soon as the plate is finished,
one half to be on parchment and one half on paper,

Grand Lodge closed in due form.
Attest, WILLIAM LORD, . Secretary.
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A Quarterly Communieation of the Grand Lodge of Maine
was holden at Masons’ Hall in Portland, Thursday, July 12, A,
D. 1821.

Presexr—R. W. SIMON GREENLEAT, D. G, M.
4 WILLIAM SWAN, 5.G.W.

=

G.W. pt.
. Treas. p. t.

- JOSEPH M. GERRISH,
o SETH CLARK,

-
i

Ly WILLIAM LORD, G. Secretary.
CHARLES B. SMITH, S.G.D. p. &

- ISAAC ADAMS, J.G. D, p.t

L JOSEPH E. FOXCROFT, G. Marshal.

" ELEAZER WYER, i

“  OLIVER S. HARTSIHORN, ¢ G- Stewards.
Bro. WILLIAM STEVENS, G. Tyler,

Lodges represented :

Portland, Amity, Adoniram,
United, Village, Blazing Star.
Oriental, Ancient Land-mark,

A petition from a number of Brethren in Augusta, praying for
a charter to hold a Lodge in that place by the name of Bethlehem
Lodge, was laid before the Grand Lodge, Read, and com-
mitted to R. W, William Swan, R. W, Isanc Adams and R. W,
Charles Fox.

Vated, That B. W. Charles Fox be added to the committee to examine and
audit accounts, to supply the vacaney occasioned by the death of our R. W,
Brother Samuel Baker.

Voted, To proceed to the choice of six Brethren this evening to complete
the organization of the Board of Trustees of the Charity Fund.

The committee appointed to consider the application of Bro.
Daniel Cony and others for a charter to hold a Lodge in the
town of Augusta, County of Kennebec, reported that the prayer
of the petitioners ought to be granted.

Poted, That the foregoi n;; report be accepted.
The committee on Diplomas made a report, which was aceepted

and put on file,
Vuted, That & Committee of Fiuance be chosen this evening.
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Viated, That the powers of the committee on Diplomas be enlarged, and that
said committee be authorized to make such further compensation to the artist
who farnished the plate as they think proper, not however to exceed thirty
dollars.

Voted, That the aforesaid ecommittee be further anthorized to procure an
additional number of one hundred Diplomas, on parchment instead of paper.

Voted, That we now proceed to the choice of a Committee of Finance;
whereupon R. W. William Swan, R. W. Charles Fox and R. W. Eleazer
Wyer were chosen.

Vated, That R, W, William Swan, R, W. Jogeph I, Foxcrott and R, W.
Joseph M. Gerrish be n committee to nominate six Drethren to be chosen by
the Grand Lodge to fill the vacancy in the Board of Trustees.

The Grand Lodge then made choice of Albion K. Parris Esq.,
Charles Fox Esq., Daniel Granger Esq., Peleg Chandler Esq,
Nathan Weston Esq, and Jedediah Ierrick Esq., to complete the
organization of the Board of Trustees of the Charity Fund.

Grand Lodge closed.

Attest, WILLIAM LORD, @. Secretary.

A Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine
was holden at Masons’ Hall in Portland, Thursday, October 11,
A.D. 1821,

Presext—R. W. WILLIAM SWAN, G. M. p. t.
i CHARLES FOX, 5.G.W. p. 0.
s NELSON RACKLYFT, J.G W pon
& CHARLES B. SMITH, G. Treas. p. t.
“" WILLIAM LORD, G, Bec’y.
i SETH CLARK, S.G.D.p.t.
" AMOS NICHOLS, J.G.D,p.t
L JAMES McARTHUR,
h. SeEIE } G. Stewards p, {,
Bro. WILLIAM STEVENS, G. Tyler.
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Lodges represented :
Portland, Village, Amity,
United, Adoniram, Ancient Land-mark.

A petition from a number of Brethren in the town of North
Yarmouth, praying for a charter to hold a Lodge in that place by
the name of Casco Lodge, was laid before the Grand Lodge,
read, and committed to R. W. Seth Clark, R. W. Charles Fox
and R. W. Amos Nichols.

The committee to whom was referred the petition of Calvin
Stockbridge and others for a new Lodge to be held at North
Yarmouth, in the County of Cumberland, to be be ealled Casco
Lodge, have attended to the duty assigned them; and having
examined the papers accompanying said petition, and finding
them conformable to the Rules and Regulations of the Grand
Lodge, report, that the prayer of said petition be granted.

On motion,

Vated, That the foregoing Report be accepted, and I.Imtl:L charter be granted
accordingly.

A petition from Bro. Samuel Emerson was laid before the
Grand Lodge, read, and committed to R. W. Simon Greenleaf:
Seth Clark, and Charles I3, Smith.

Voted, That the commitiee on Diplomas be authorized to pet two hundred
diplomas on parchment, instead of one hundred as voted at our last com-
munication.

R. W. William Swan laid before the Grand Lodge sundry
papers from Lubee, which were read and ordered to he put on file.

Grand Lodge closed in due form.

Attest, WILLIAM LORD, @. Secretary.
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ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.

The Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine
was holden at Masons’ Hall in Portland, Thursday, January 10th,

A. D. 1822,

Presext—R. W. SIMON GREENLEAF,

WILLIAM SWAN,

GEORGE THACHER, Jr.

JOSEPH M, GERRISH,
WILLIAM LORD,
ROBERT P. DUNLAP,

JOSEPH E. FOXCROFT,

HENRY W. FULLER,

Qﬂm
iﬁz

Pl

.

D.
S.
J.

G.

?5’

Ree. G. Sae y.
Cor, G. Sec'y.
G. Marshal,
8.G.D.
J.G.D.

G. Stewards.

G. Pursuivant.
G. Tyler.

St. George,
Felicity,
Lincoln,
Warren,
Tastern,
Union,
Hermon,
Waterville,

" JESSE ROBINSON,

“  NELSON RACKLYFT,

L ELEAZER WYER,

a SETH CLARK,

Bro. WILLIAM STEVENS,

D. D. G. Masters from the first and Fifth Districts,

Lodges represented :

Portland, Ancient Land-mark,
Kennebec, Oriental Star,
United, Maine,
Saco, Freeport,
Pythagorean, Temple,
Cumberland, Adoniram,
Oriental, Blazing Star,
Village, Hancock,
Bolar, Amity,

Rising Virtue,

Casco.
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Voted, That R, W. Manly Hardy, R. W. Josiah W. Mitchell, and R. W,
Charles Fox, be a committee to consider what regulations it is expedient to
adopt respecting the admission of visitors to the Grand Lodge, and report as
soon na may be.

Which committee reported, that visitors and petitioners may
be admitted to seats in the Grand Lodge, on motion, and with
permission of the Grand Lodge.,

The Committee of Finance made their annual report, which
was read, aceepted, and put on the files of the Grand Lodge.

The committee appointed to procure two hundred Diplomas on
parchment, made a report, which was read, accepted, and placed
on the files of the Grand Lodge,

R. W. Bro. Joseph M. Gerrish, Grand Treasurer, having re-
quested the Grand Lodge to accept the sum of Twenty-five Dol-
lars allowed him by the Committee of Finance, as a donation to
the Charity Fund, it was

Voted, unanimously, That the donation made to the Charity Fund of the
Grand Lodge by . W. Joseph M. Gerrish, Grand Treasurer, be accepted, and
that the thanks of the Grand Lodge he presented to him for the same,

A report of the proccedings of the Trustees of the Charity
Fund of the Grand Lodge of Maine was made by the Recording
Grand Seeretary, Iead, and put on file,

Voted, That R. W. Ieleg Sprague, Ebenezer Poor and Samuel Fessenden
be a committee to receive, sort and count the votes.

The whole number of votes given in for Grand Master was
51, R. W. Simon Greenleaf had 50 votes, and is chosen,

The whole number of votes given in for Senior Grand Warden
was 50. 1. W. William Swan had 49 votes, and is chosen.

Whole number of votes given in for Junior Grand Warden
was 45, R. W. Nathaniel Coflin had 32 votes, and is chosen.

Whole number of votes given in for Grand Treasurer was 44.
R. W. Joseph M. Gerrish had 44 votes, and is chosen.

‘Whole number of votes given in for Recording Secretary was
43. R. W. William Lord had 43 votes, and is chosen.

Voted, That R, W. Brothers Trafton, Wheeler and Fox be a committee to
receive, sort aud count the votes for a Committee of Finance.
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Whole number of votes given in was 34, R. W. William
Swan, Charles Fox and Eleazer Wyer had 34 votes each, and
wera chosen a Committee of Finance for the ensuing year.

Voted, That R. W. Josiah W, Mitchell, Charles Fox and George Thacher,
Jr,, be a commitree to examine the communications received from the several
Grand Lodges in the United States of America, and report to this Grand
Lodge.

The petition of Jabez Mowry and others, praying for a charter
to hold a Lodge in the town of Lubee, by the name of Washing-
ton Lodge, was vead, and committed to B. W. Brothers Tuttle,
Gilman and Crowell; which committee reported that it is expedi-
ent that the prayer of said petition be granted.

Foted, That the foregoing Report be accepted, and that a charter be granted
acordingly.

R. W. William Swan, S, G. Warden, offered the following
Resolution, viz:

Hesolved, That so much of the third section, Chapter first, of the By-Laws
of the Grand Lodge as relates to the personal notification of each Officer of
the Grand Lodge for all meetings thereof, he dispensed with ; and that the
Recording Grand Secretary be requested to notify the officers personally for
gpecial meetings only.

Which was read, and ordered to be communicated to the
several Lodges under this jurisdietion ; and was also committed
to . W. Brothers William Swan, George Thacher and Robert
P. Dunlap, who were instructed to report thereon at the next
quarterly eommunication.

The petition of Reuben Nason and others, praying for a charter
to hold a Lodge in Gorham, by the name of Union Lodge, was
read, and committed to R. W. Samuel Fessenden, Ebenezer Poor
and Nehemiah Cram; which committee reported, that it is
expedient that the prayer o said petitioners be granted, except
so far as relates to the name of the Lodge ; but that they receive
a charter by the name of Harmony Lodge.

Foted, That the foregoing report be accepted, and that a charter be granted
accordingly.

The petition of Larnard Pullen and others, praying for a
charter to hold a Lodge in the town of Garland, by the name of
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Penobscot Lodge, was read, and committed to R. W. Brothers
Trafton, Whecler and Kendall; which committee reported, that
it is expedient that the prayer of the petition be so far granted
as to grant a charter to all the petitioners with the exception of
Apollos Pond and Hozese Eastman, they not being vouched for
as Master Masons.

Vated, That the foregoing report be accepted, and that a charter be granted
aceordingly.

A petition from a number of Brethren for a Lodge to be held
at Parsonsfield, was laid before the Grand Lodge and read: but
not having the approbation of the two nearest Lodges, nor of
the District Deputy Grand Master, the further consideration of it
was postponed, that the D. D. G. Master might have time to
nvestigate and deliberate on the facts respecting it.

Adjourned to Thuarsday evening next, January 17, 1822, at 6
o’clock.

WILLIAM LORD, @. Secretary.

Masons' Havr, January 17, A. D. 1822,

Grand Lodge met according to adjournment.

Presenr—M, W. SIMON GREENLEAF, G. M.
R, W. WILLIAM SWAN, S.G. W,
“ CHARLES FOX, J.G. W.p. .
" JOSEPIH M. GERRISH, G. Treasurer.

" WILLIAM LORD,

23 GEORGE THACHER,

o NEHEMIAH CRAM,

" JONAS WHEELER,

) NELSON RACKLYFT }
Ly ELEAZER WYLER,

i OLIVER 8. HARTSHORN,

“  CHARLES B. SMITH,
“  WILLIAM STEVENS,

Ree. G. Secretary.
G. Marshal, p. t.
5.G.D.p. ¢
J.G.D.p.t.

G. Stewards.

} G. Pursuivants.

G, Tyler
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Lodges represented :

Portland, Solar, Waterville,
United, Ancient Land-mark, Casco,
Saco, Freeport, Warren,
Oriental, Adonirum, St. George,
Fastern, Blazing Star, Hermon.
Village, Amity,

M. W. Simon Greenleaf Esq., declared his acceptance of the
office of Grand Master, and was duly invested by R. W. William,
Swan, Senior Past Master present.

A communiecation was received from R. W. Nathaniel Coflin
Esq, wherein he declined accepting the office of J. G. Warden,
to which he had been elected.

The M. W. Grand Master was pleased to appoint R, W.
William Swan Deputy Grand Master, which he accepted, and
resigned the office of 8. G, Warden.

Voted, That we now proceed to the choice of Senior and Junior Grand
Wardens.

Voted, That R. W. Isaac Adams, Amos Nichols and Joseph Adams be a
committee to receive, sort and count the votes.

Whole number of votes given in for Senior Grand Warden was
22. R. W. Charles Fox had 21 votes and is chosen.

Whole number given in for Junior Grand Warden was 22.
R, W. Josiah W. Mitchell had 21 votes, and is chosen,

The Grand Wardens, Grand Treasurer and Recording Grand
Secretary were duly installed.

The M. W. Grand Master was pleased to make the following
appointments, viz:

R. W. PELEG SPRAGUE of Hallowell, Corresponding G. Sec.

R. W.JOSEPH E. FOXCROFT of New Gloucester, Grand Marshal.
Rev. GIDEON W, OLNEY, Grand Chaplain.

JONATHAN GREENLEAF, L

JOHN H, INGRAHAM, “

R. W. JESSE ROBINSON of Hallowell, S. G. Deacon.

R. W. SAMUEL FESSENDEN of New Gloucester, J. . Deacon.
R. W. ELEAZER WYER of Portland, 1st G. Steward.

R. W. BENJAMIN D. BARTLETT of Bath, 2d G. Steward.
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R. W. NELSON RACKLYFT of Portland, 3d G. Steward.

R. W, ISAAC LINCOLN of Brunswick, 4th G. Steward.

R. W. SETH CLARK of Portlnnd, 1st G. Pursuivant.

R. W. OLIVER 8. HARTSHORN of Portland, 2d G. Pursuivant,
R. W. WILLIAM STEVENS of Portland, G. Tyler.

R. W. GEORGE THACHER of Saco, Grand Sword Bearer.

and the above named officers were severally installed, either by themselves or
proxies, by the M. W. Grand Master,

The following . W. Brethren were appointed

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

First District—It. W. Daniel Granger Esq. of Saco.

Secand District—R. W. Judah Dana Esq. of Fryeburg.

Third District—R, W. Henry W, Fuller Esq, of Augusta.
Fourth District—R. W. Robert P. Dunlap Esq. of Brunswick.
Fifth District—R. W. Manly Hardy Esq. of Bucksport.

Sizth District—R. W. Jona. ). Weston Isq. of Eastport.

The Committee of Finance made a report on the subject of
Returns from the several D, D, G. Masters so far as they relate
to the finances, which was read, accepted and put on file.

The Committee to whom was referred the communications
received by the Grand Lodge of Maine, from the Grand Lodges
in the United States, made the following Rleport :—

That while from these communications it is gratifying to perceive the
advancement of masonry and the wide dissemination of its principles, it is
with no ordinary feelings of satisfnction that they also find this Grand Lodge
recognized by some of the oldest nnd most respectable Grand Lodges in the
United States, and as intercourse of this kind leads to a more correct knowledge
of the regulations sdopted for the government of the craft, and conduces to
the interest of the fraternity, they feel persuaded that it will be properly
appreciated and caltivated by this Grand Lodge.

Your committee find the following resolutions adopted by the Grand Lodges
of New York and Maryland, viz:—

Whereas a perfect nequaintance with the signatures of the Grand Officers of
the several Grand Lodges holding correspondence with each other is of material
importance in testing the authenticity of papers professedly issuing from under
the hands and by the authority of any of them ;—Therefore—

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary, when communicating to the respective
Grand Lodges with whom a correspondence is preserved, the result of any
election of officers of this Grand Lodge, wherein a change may have been
made, shall accompany the same with the signatures of the Grand Master,

5
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Deputy Grand Master, and Grand Wardens, written with their own proper
hand and duly authentieated under his hand and the seal of this Grand Lodge,
together with a request to cach and every such Grand Lodge, that they will
forthwith, and as often as by any ehange of Grand Officers it may be rendered
important, furnish to this Grand Lodge a similar document.

Which they recommend the adoption of by this Grand Lodge.

Your committee would also recommend that a list of all delinquent Lodges
for dues to this Grand Lodge be published in each annual communication, that
the Lodges to which' they relate may seasonably be apprised of the same,
and thereby avoid the penalty contained in the 5th Section of the 4th Chapter
of the By-Laws.

Signed, JOSIALL W. MITCHELL, per order.

Which was read, and a copy ordered to be furnished to each
subordinate Lodge.

A petition from Solar Lodge at Bath was laid before the
Grand Lodge, read, and referred to the D. D, G, Master of the
4th Distriet.

A petition from Freeport Lodge was laid before the Grand
Lodge, read, and referred to the D. D. G. Master of the 1st District.

A letter from York Lodge was read in Grand Lodge, and
referred to the D. D, G. Master of the 1st Distriet.

Grand Lodge closed in ample form,
Attest, WILLIAM LORD, . Sccretary.

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION.

A Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine
was holden at Masons’ Hall in Portland, on Thursday, April
11th, A. D. 1822,

Presext—M, W. SIMON GREENLEAT, G, M.
R. W. WILLIAM SWAN, D. G. M.
“  DANIEL GRANGER, 5 .G W. p.t

“# SAMUEL FESSENDEN, J.G W.p.t.

% JOSEPH M. GERRISII, G. Treas.

*  WILLIAM LORD, G. See'y.

“ ELEAZER WYER, G. Marshal, p. (.
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Rev. JONATHAN GREENLEAF, G. Chaplain.

R. W. JOHIN P. BOYD, 5. G.D.p 1.
“  AMOS NICHOLS, J.G.D.p. o
“  NELSON RACKLYFT, G. Steward.
% SETH CLARK, G. Pursuivant.
“  OLIVER S. HARTSHORN, i
*  WILLIAM STEVENS, G. Tyler

Lodges represented:

Portland, Ancient Land-mark,  St. George,
Saco, Adoniram, Hermon,
Villagze, Blazing Star, Casco.

After prayers by the Grand Chaplain, the Grand Lodge was
declared to be duly opened in ample form.

A letter from R. W. Reunel Washburn, Esq., of Ligermore,
Master of Oviental Star Lodge, was laid before the Grand Lodge,
read and committed to . W. Brothers William Swan, Samuel
Fessenden and Joseph M. Gerrish, which committee made the
following Report,

The Committee of the Grand Lodge to whom was referred a communication
from the presiding oflicer of Oriental Star Lodge, respecting the mode of
balloting, and the right of a presiding officer to demand reasons therefor, &e.—
having attended to the duty assigned them—respectfully report :

That they consider the subject of primary importance to the Fraternity, and
involving the exercise of one of the most important privileges.

Your commitiee have no dificulty in determining to their own satisfaction
the questions arising from the communication before them ; and are fully of
opinion, that in all cases of balloting for candidates, cither for initiation, passing,
raising, or for membership, the ballot ought to be unanimons in favor, or the
candidate not admitted.

Respecting the right of a presiding officer or member of a Lodge to demand
the reasons that may influence a member in the exercise of the privilege of
balloting—your committee are equally decided in opinion, that no such right
exists ; and that any measures expressly taken on the part of a Lodge, with a
view to force or extort from a member thereof such reasons, or even to ascertain
the fact respecting any ballot that may be given, can be viewed in no other
light than as deviations from ancient usages and privileges, and the most ugeful
and salutary regulations of the Fraternity.

Notwithstanding the foregoing, your committee are equally decided in the
opinion, that there is no constitutional objection to such development by any
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member of a Lodge, when and where it is woluntarily made, either in open
Lodge, to the presiding officer personally, or to a commiltee specially appointed
for the purpose.

Your comwittee recommend the following addition to the By-Laws of the
Grand Lodge, viz:

Crarren 4, Seeriox 0.

“ Nor shall any degree be conferred on a candidate, nor any Brother be ad-
mitted a member of any Lodge under this jurisdiction, without a previous
unanimous ballot in his favor.”

Respectfully submitted,
(Signed,) WILLIAM SWAN, per order.

Which report was aceepted, and

Voted, That the Grand Secretary send to each subordinate Lodge a copy of
the amendment to the by-laws therein proposed,

The petition of James C. Fisk and others, of Ellsworth and
Surry, praying for a charter to hold a Lodge in Surry by the
name of Lygonia Lodge, was read, and committed to R. W,
Brothers Daniel Granger, John Spring and John Miller; which
committee reported, that it is expedient that the prayer of said
petitioners be granted.

Vatef, That the foregoing report be accepted, and that a charter be granted
accordingly.

A communieation was received from R, W, Joscph E. Foxeroft,
of New Gloncester, declining accepting the office of Grand Mar-
shal, to which he had been appointed.

A communication was received from R. W. Judah Dana Esq,
of Fryeburg, wherein he declined accepting the office of District
Deputy Grand Master of the second Masonic Distriet.

Whereupon, the M. W, Grand Master made the following ap-
pointments:

R. W. GEORGE THACHER Jn. of Saco, Grand Marshal,

R. W. CORNELIUS TIOLLAND of Canton, District Deputy Grand
Master for the A Masonic Distrio.

A communication from Washington on the subjeet of forming
a General Grand Lodge for the United States, was laid before the
Grand Lodge, read, and committed to R, W. Brothers Daniel
Granger, William Swan, Charles Fox, Joseph M. Gerrish and
John P. Boyd, to report at the next regular communication.
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The Resolution offered by R, W. William Swan, at the meet-
ing of the Grand Lodge January 10, 1822, (v. p. 62), was taken
into consideration and adopted.

The report of the committee embracing the foreign correspond-
ence, (v. p. 65), was taken into consideration and adopted,

The petition of R, W. Samuel Thacher, Edmund Buxton and
John Miller, a committee of St. George Lodge, requesting per-
mission to hold the meetings of said Lodge in alternate years in
Warren and Waldoborough—and the petition of Payn Elwell
and others for the same purpose, together with their articles ot
agreement concerning the same—and the whole having the ap-
probation of all the neighboring Lodges and the D. D, Grand
Master—was laid before the Grand Lodge, read, and committed
to R. W, Daniel Granger, Joseph M. Gerrish and John W.
Mellen ; which committee reported, that the prayer of the pe-
titions be granted upon the conditions agreed upon by the pe-
titioners,

Voted, That the foregoing report be nccepted.

The Recording Grand Seeretary reported the proceedings of
the Board of Trustees of the Charity Fund of the Grand Lodge
of Maine, April 8, 1822} likewise reported that one vaeancy ex-
isted in said Board of Trustees, by the election of R. W. Charles
Fox to the office of Senior Grand Warden,

Brother Robert Boyd was then chosen a member of the Board
of Trustees of the Charity Fund of the Grand Lodge of Maine
to fill said vacaney.

Toted, "That the forcign correspondence received since our last communica-
tion be committed to B, W. William Swan, Charles Fox and William Lord, to
report to this Grand Lodge.

The petition of John Neal and others, of Litchfield, praying
for a charter to hold a Lodge in that place, by the name of
Morning Star Lodge, was read, and committed to R. W. Daniel
Granger, Charles Fox, Samnel Fessenden, Josiah W. Mitchell
and Joseph M. Gerrish, to report at our next communication.

Voted, That the subject of Diplomas for Past Masters be committed to R.
W. William Swan, Eleazer Wyer and Robert P. Dunlap,
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After prayers by the Grand Chaplain, the Grand Lodge was
closed in ample form,

Attest, WILLIAM LORD, @. Sceretary.

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION.

A Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine was
holden at Masons’ Hall in Portland, on Thursday, July 11,
A.D. 1822,

Presest—R. W. WILLIAM SWAN, D. G. M. Presiding Officer.
«  CHARLES FOX, 5. G. W.
“  DANIEL GRANGER, 3.6 W.pit
“ JOSEPIHI M. GERRISH, G. Treasurer,
“  WILLIAM LORD, G. Secrelary,
% ELEAZER WYER, G. Marshal, p. ¢,
“ NELSON RACKLYFT, S.6G.Dopot
“ SETH CLARK, J G.D et
“ CHARLES B. SMITH, G. Steward, p. t.
“  WILLIAM STEVENS, G. Tyler.
Lodges represented :
TPortland, * Oxford, Somersel.

Oriental, Temple,
Ancient Land-mark,  Blazing Star,

The Grand Lodge was opened in due form.

The amendment to the By-Laws of the Grand Lodge ree-
ommended by a committee at our last communication was taken
into consideration and unanimously adopted, as follows; viz:—

Chapter 4th, Sec. 6. Nor shall any degree be conferred on a candidate, nor

any brother be admitted a member of any Lodge under this Jurisdiction,
without a previous unanimous ballot in his favor.

Voted, That the Grand Secretary forward a copy of the foregoing amend-
ment to each Lodge under the Jurisdietion of this Grand Lodgo,

The following Resolution offered by R. W. Joseph M, Gerrish
was taken into consideration and unanimously adopted.
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Resolved, That the subordinate Lodges under the Jurisdiction of this Grand
Lodge be directed to make up their annual returns and pay up their dues to
the first dny of September in this and each succeeding year, and that the Ree.
Grand Secretary furnish the several D, 1. G. Masters with a copy of this
Resolve and request them to communicate the same to the several Lodges
within their distriets.

The Committee to whom was referred the Petition of John
Neal and others of Litchfield, praying for a Charter to hold a
Lodge in that place, by the name of Morning Star Lodge, made
the following report, viz:—

To the Most Worshipful Master and Grand Lodge of Maine in G. Lodge

assembled this 11th July A. D. 5322.

Your Commitiee to whom was committed the Petition of Bro. John Neal
and twenty other Brethren praying for a Charter to be granted them to
convene & Lodge in the town of Litchfield, have, on the 8th of May last, met
at Portland agreeably to previous notice, and having maturely considered the
prayer of said Petition, the objections in the counter Petition or remonstrance
from the R. W. Hermon Lodge, and all other Documents relative thereto to
us submitted, now ask leave to report and do unanimously report:

That considering the apparent high respectability of the Detitioners, the
Geographical sitvation in which they are placed compared with the adjacent
country, the comparative distance they are from the surrounding Lodges, they
are entitled to this privilege and the prayer of the Petition ought to be granted,
and that the prosperity of the fraternity requires it—and that in the Charter
which may be granted, the said Lodge to be named the Morning Star, shall be
located at or near Litehficld South Corner, so called, and nowhere else without
the previous consent of this Grand Lodge.

Signed, D. GRANGER, Chairman,
!I!"l' Hi'.ffl'_ r l‘ff I‘;{f;‘ (‘UJI.‘H“’I‘!("‘-

Voted, That the foregoing report be aceepted and that a Charter be granted
accordingly.

The Grand Seeretary reported the proceedings of the Board
of Trustees of the Charity Fund of the Grand Lodge of Maine,
July Sth, A, D, 1822,

Grand Lodge closed in due form,

Attest, WILLIAM LORD, &, Secretary.
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QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION.

A Quarterly Communieation of the Grand Lodge of Maine was
holden at Masons’ Hall in Portland, on Thursday, Oect. 10th,
A. D, 1822,

Presext—R. W. WILLIAM SWAN, D. G. M. Presiding Officer.
“  CHARLES FOX, S.G.W.
¢ DANIEL GRANGER, J.G.Wop. .
“ JOSEPH M. GERRISII, G. Treasurer.
“  WILLIAM LORD, G. Secretary.
#  JOSEPH HARROD, G. Marshal, p. t
“  JONATIHAN GREENLEAF, G. Chaplain.
“  JOHN SPRING, 8 G.1.p.t.
“ ENOCH HARDY, J. G Dyt
“  NELSON RACKLYFT, G. Steward.
“  BETH CLARK, G. Pursuivant.
“  WILLIAM STEVENS, G. Tyler.

Lodges represented :

Portland, Ancient Land-Mark, Blazing Star,
Kennebec, York, Washington,
Saco, Maine, Harmony,
Oriental, Tranguil, Village.

After prayers by the Grand Chaplain, the Grand Lodge was
declared to be duly opened.

The Committee on Finance made a report communicating the
settlement of accounts with R, W. Oliver Bray, as D. 1), Grand
Master under the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts—ywhich Report
was read, accepted and placed on the files of this Grand Lodge.

The Committee on Diplomas made a report which was read
and aceepted.

Voted, That the said Committee be discharged from further consideration of
the subject committed to them.

The Grand Secretary reported the proceedings of the Board
of Trustees of the Charity Fund of the Grand Lodge of Maine,
at their meeting, October 7, A, D. 1822,

Voted, That R. W. Robert . Dunlap, John P. Boyd, and Eleazer Wyer, be a
committee to consider the subject of Past Masters' Diplomas, and report thereon.
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The Committee to whom was referred the proposal for forming
a General Grand Lodge for the United States, made the fol-
lowing Report, viz :

To rue Ricar Worsmirrut Grasp Lopce oF MaINe.

Your Committee to whom was referred the communication of the pro-
ceedings of a number of members of the Soviety of Freemasons from various
parts of the United States, composed of Members of Congress and Strangers,
assembled at the Capitol in the City of Washington, March 9th, 1822, recom-
mending a General Grand Lodge of the United States, now make Report—

That they have duly considered the communieation to them referred, and
given it all the attention the great importance of its ohject and the highly
respectable source from which it is derived would scem to require, and that
is in the power of your Committee to bestow.

Although the subject is new to your committee, and probably to the infant
Grand Lodge of Maine, yet it would seem not to be entirely so to some of the
Grand Lodges of our Sister States ; the subject having been, as your committee
undergtund, agitated in some way or other in some of the Grand Lodges, sev-
eral times heretofore, and as often rejected by most of them which have taken
the subject under consideration.

Your committee are unable to discover any material and essential benefit
which can be derived to the eraft generally, by the adoption of the measure
proposed, but rather a disadvantage ; for if’ adopted, the Grand Lodges of the
several States must become subordinate to the Supreme Grand Lodge of the
Union, or become ¢iphers, or be abolished as bodies ; and this Supreme or Gen-
eral Grand Lodge cannot be supported but by drawing the funds from the sev-
eral Subordinate Grand Lodges existing, and this probably must create a heav-
ier draught upon the minor subordinate Lodges, many of' which yonr commit-
tee verily believe have not any surplus funds beyond that which is required to
pay their dues and for necessary charitable purposes within their immediate
cireles ; and if adopted, the conuection and the communication of the minor
subordinate Lodges cannot be very direct with the General Grand Lodge,
located at so great a distance, and the unfrequency of their assembling must
greatly retard that assistance which may be often required,

Your committee would cordially unite in and reiterate a part of the follow-
ing sentiment contained in the communication under consideration, that the
“art of printing and other causes have produced great changes in the condition
of the world, and these causes have operated in their full proportion on the
society of Freemasons ; the sphere of civilization is greatly enlarging its bound-
aries—intellectual attainments and the influence of moral opinions are taking
the place of brutal force—known prineiples of law are recognized, and the ad-
vantages of cultivated reason are shared by an increased proportion of man-
kind,” but that “under these circumstances masonry has been extended and its
Lodges so multiplied as to make their proper conduct a subject of much inter-
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est to the friends of the society,” Your committee would ask, When has the
proper conduet of the multiplied Lodges ceased to be a subject of much inter-
est to the friends of the society, and especially in the several Grund Lodges ?
Can the conduct of the multiplied Lodges be regulated, and the interest of the
Fraternity better subserved, than it has been by the exercise of the jurisdic-
tion of the several Grund Lodges now established, and the fostering care which
they are wont to preserve over their immediate subordinate Lodges? In the
opinion of your committee, the establishing of a General Grand Lodge would
create an entire new era in the regulation and government of the Fraternity
throughout the United States, provided all the Grand Lodges shoulld partici-
pate in the measure proposed, (of the probability of which your committee
would not hazard an opinion) ; but should there only a part, say two-thirds of
the Grand Lodges in the Union, then it would be but an approximation to the
fulfilment of the objeet intended ; and the ¢xercise of such a partial jurisdiction
would be attended with difficnlties and embarrassments, nnd the minute (al-
though necessary) affairs of the minor subordinate Lodges be unreasonably
delayed or wholly neglected, which are under the present srrangement
promptly and effectually attended to by their parent Grand Lodges, in which
by their proximity of situation they may be always represented, prefer their
wants, and obtain redress of grievances, without looking to a jurisdiction at so
great a distance, where they ean be but partially, if' represented at all.

Your committee therefore, with due deference, ofier the following Resolu-
tions for consideration and adoption.

Resolved, That the establishment of a General Grand Lodge of the United
States, and the calling of a Masonie¢ Convention for the purpoge of organizing
the same as proposed, is neither necessary nor expedient.

Resolved, That the Grand Secretary be requested to transmit copies of the
foregoing report and resolutions fo the several Grand Lodges in the United
States, and one copy of the same to William W. Seaton, Esq., at the city of
Washington—agreeably to the request contained in the communication re-
ferred to the above committee.

Signed, DANIEL GRANGER,
WILLTAM SWAN,
CHARLES FOX, Committer,

JOS. M. GERRISII,
JOIN P. BOYD,

Which report and resolutions being read and fully discussed
were unanimously adopted.

After prayers by the Grand Chaplain the Grand Lodge was
closed in due form.

Attest, WILLIAM LORD, G. Secretary.
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ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.

The Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine
was holden at Masons’ Hall in Portland, Thursday, January 9th,

A, D. 1823.
Presext—M. W. SIMON GREENLEAF, G. M.
R. W. WILLIAM SWAN, D. G. M.
T CHARLES FOX, 5. G, W.

DANIEL GRANGER,
JOSEPH M. GERRISII,
WILLIAM LORD,
GEORGE THACHER, Jr.,

J. G W.p t.
G. Treasurer.
Ree. G. See.
G. Marshal.

“«  Rev.JONA. GREENLEAF, G. Chaplain.

¥ Rev. JOHN H. INGRAHAM, £

«  JESSE ROBINSON, 5.G.D,
SAMUEL FESSENDEN, J.G.D

ELEAZER WYER,
BENJ, D. BARTLETT,
NELSON RACKLYFT,
SETH CLARK,

OLIVER §. HARTSHORN,

WILLIAM STEVENS,

G. Steward.

G. Pursnivant.

Wi

G. Tyler.

Lodges represented :

Portland, A. Land-Mark, Northern Star, Washington,
Kennebee, Oxford, Tranquil, Harmony,
Saco, Oriental Star, Amity, Morning Star.
Pythagorean, York, Orient,

Oriental, Maine, Waterville,

Village, Temple, Bethlehem,

Solar, Adoniram, Casco,
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The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form, Prayer was of-
fered by the Senior Grand Chaplain.

The Committee on Finance made their annual Report, which
was read, accepted, and placed on file, as follows ;

The account with the Grand Treasurer has been settled and his account
submitted exhibits the amount received by him since the last annual settlement
to be, a ¢ . 5 5 . 2 ; $1656.66

There is now a balance in his hands and due the Grand Lodge, of 807,78

There is also in the hands of the Grand Treasurer and applicable to
the inerease of the Charity fund, - - - - 322,14

In addition to which, the sum of §153.80 being the one-half of the balance
remnining in the hands of the Grand Treasurer, is to be added to said fund
agreeable to the regulation in the By-Laws. E

The aggregate of the Charity Fund is as follows :—
Ten Shares in the Bank of Portland, - - - - 81,000,00

Balance in the hands of the Grand Treasurer, - - 322,14
One-half the Balance of Account applicable by regulation in
the By-Laws, - - B B - 1563.89
476.03
§1,476.08
The expenditures of the Grand Lodge for the past yenr have been as follows
For Books, Stationery and Printing, - - - - $77.48
Fees to the Grand Secretary from the organization of the Grand
Lodge to Jan'y, 1522, as reported in last Annnal Statement
and then approved, - - - - - - 75.00
Paid the Grand Tyler for Services up to Jan’y 1822, - - 13.00
Tarchment for Diplomas and Printing same, - B . 76,90
Hall Rent up to January 1823, - - - - - 40.00
The Grand Stewards’ Bills for Refreshments, Attendance, Farniture
and Candles, - - - - ¥ - - 05,81
Sundry Postages, - - - - i - - 1.80
FU78.90

The Committee are not apprized of any outstanding demands against the
Grand Lodge.

Your Committee have examined the Records of the Grand Secretary, and
find that the duties of his important office have been faithfully and accurately
performed, and recommend that the sum of Forty-five Dollars be allowed
him for Services to this period. They also recommend the allowance of
Twenty-five Dollars to the Grand Treasurer for Services the past year. And
five dollars to the Grand Tyler, for his services the same period,

The Committee have great pleasure in being able to exhibit so favorable a



1823.] Grand Lodge of Maine. ki

statement of the funds of the Grand Lodge. It is the best testimonial of the
faithfulness and ability with which the duties of the Grand "T'reasurer, as well
ns those of the respective District Deputy Grand Masters (so far as relates to
pecuniary concerns) have been performed.

Voted, That proxies of Lodges be allowed to vote in Grand Lodge when
ouly two of the representatives of the Lodge from whom they received their
proxies are present,

R. W. Brother Joseph M. Gerrish, Grand Treasurer, having
requested the Grand Lodge to accept the sum of twenty-five
dollars, allowed him by the Committee of Finanee, as a donation
to the Charity Fund, it was voted unanimously that said donation
be aceepted, and that the thanks of the Grand Lodge be presented
to . W. Brother Joseph M. Gerrish, for the same,

A petition from Somerset Lodze, requesting permission to hold
the meetings of said Lodge one-half the time at the Village
at Skowhegan Falls, either in the towns of Bloomfield or Canaan,
and the other half in the village of Norridgewock where now held,
one yearin each place alternately—was laid hefore the Grand
Lodge, read and committed to R. W. Jesse Robinson, Isane
Adams and Philip Leach, which committee made the following
Report, viz:

The Committee to whom was referred the Petition of the Master, Wardens
and members of Somerset Lodge, praying for liberty to hold their communica-
tions at Norridgewock and Bloomfeld, alternately, usk leave to report, that in
their opinion the prayer of said Petition ought to be so far granted, as that the
Petitioners have liberty to holil their meetings in rotation, one year at Nor-
ridgewock and one year at Skowhegan Falls in Bloomfield, during the pleasare
of the Grand Lodge, all which is respectfully submitted.

JESSE ROBINSON, per order.

Vated, That the foregoing Report be accepted.

The Grand Lodge then proceeded to the election of officers
for the ensuing year,

Voted, That R. W. Samuel Emerson, Obed Wilson and David C. Burr, be a
committee to receive, sort and count the votes for the several officers to be
elected by ballot.

The whole number of votes given for Grand Master, was 47.
M. W. Simon Greenleaf Esq. had 47 votes and is chosen.

The whole number of votes given for 8, G. Warden was 47,
RR. W. Charles Tox had 47 votes and is chosen,




78 Proceedings of the [Jan.

The whole number of votes given for J. G. Warden was 44.
R. W. Josiah W. Mitchell Esq. had 43 votes and is chosen.

A communieation was received from R. W. Josiah W. Mitchell
Esq. wherein he declined accepting the office of J. Grand Warden .
for the ensuing year,

The whole number of votes given for J. Grand Warden was 44.
R. W. Samuel Fessenden Esq. had 32 votes and is chosen.

The whole number of votes given for Grand Treasurer was 41,
R. W. Joseph M, Gerrish had 41 votes and is chosen.

The whole number of votes given for Ree. Grand See. wag 39,
R. W. William Lord had 39 votes and is chosen.

M. W. Simon Greenleaf Esq. declared his aceeptance of the
office of Girand Master, and was duly invested by R. W. William
Swan, Senior Past Master or Grand Officer present,

The M. W. Grand Master then installed the Senior and Junior
Grand Wardens, and Grand Treasurer and Recording Grand
Seerctary.

The M. W. Grand Master was pleased to make the following
appointments, viz :—

R. W. WILLIAM SWAN of Portland, Deputy Grand Master.
“  PELERG SPRAGUE, of Hallowell, Corresponding G. Secretary.
“  GEORGE THACHER Jr. Esq. of Saco, Grand Marshal.
% Rev. GIDEON W. OLNEY, G. Chaplain.
" “ JONA. GREENLEAT, xé
“ “ JOHN H. INGRAHAM, L
“  JESSE ROBINSON Esq. of Hallowell, 8. G. Dencon.
“ BENJAMIN D, BARTLETT of Bath, J. G. Dencon.
“  ELEAZER WYER of Portland, 1st Grand Stewanl.
“  NELSON RACKLYFT of Portland, 20 Grand Steward.
“  ISAAC LINCOLN of Branswick, 3d Grand Steward.
“  AMOS NOURSE of Hallowell, 4th Grand Steward.
“  BAMULL STEPIIENSON of Gorlam, Grund Sword Bearer.
%  BETH CLARK of Portland, 1st Grand Pursuivant.
“  OLIVER S. HARTSHORN of Portland, 21 Grand Pursuivant,
“  WILLIAM STEVENS of Portland, Grand Tyler,
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DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.
First District—1, W, Daniel Granger Fazq., of Saco,
Second Districl—R. W. Cornelius Holland Esq. of Canton.
Third District—R. W, Henry W, Fuller Ezq. of Augusta.
Fourth District—1, W, Robert P. Dunlap Esq. of Brunswick.
Yifth Distriet—R, W, Manly Hardy Esq. of Bucksport,
Stath District—R. W. Jona, D). Weston Esq. of Eastport.

Such of the above named officers as were present were severally
installed by the M. W. Grand Master, being all except Brothers
P. Spragne, Rev. G. W. Olney, Isaac Lincoln, Samuel Stephenson,
C. Holland, Manly Hardy, H. W. Fuller, and Jona. D, Weston.

Voted, That Brothers Oliver Griswold, Joseph Harrod and Nathaniel Mitehell,
be a committee to receive, sort and count the votes for a Committee of Finance
—which committee reported that R. W. William Swan, Charles Fox and
Eleazer Wyer, were unanimously chosen that committee.

The following Brethren compose the Board S 'rusteos of the Charity Fund :
M. W. Simon Greenleaf, Esq. G. M, ex-gfficio,
R. W, William Swan, D, G, M, i«
“  Charles Fox, 8. G. W. 8
“  Samuel Fessenden, Esq.J. G. W. ¢
b William Lord, G. S. o
“  Albion K. Parris, Esq.
L Danicl Granger, Esq.
o Peleg Chandler, Esq. :
e Nathan Weston Jr., Esq.
“  Jedediah Herrick, Esqy.
“  Robert Boyd, Esq.

Vole, That R, W. Sumuel Fessenden, Jesse Rohinson, and Alpliens Shaw,
be a committee on applications for Charters, at this communication of the
Grand Lodge.

A petition from a number of Brethren in the town of Parsons-
field, County of York, praying for a charter to hold a Lodge in
that place by the name of Freedom Lodge, was laid before the
Grand Lodge, read and committed to the Committee on applica-

tions for Charters,

A Petition from a number of Brethren in the town of Alna,
County of Lincoln, praying for a Charter to hold a Lodge in that
place by the name of Alna Lodge, was laid before the Grand
Lodge, read and committed to the Committee on applications for
Charters.
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‘oted, That Brothers Joseph Harrod, Philip Leach and Williaun Lord be a

committee on unfinished business.

Voted, That Rev. G. W. Olney, George Thacher Jr. and Jonathan Greenleaf,
be a committee on Foreign Correspondence.

Voted, That R. W. Charles Fox, George Thaeher Jr. and Jolin Spring be a
committee to report on the ceremonies to be ohserved in subordinate Lodges
on receiving official visits from District Deputy Grand Masters and other 4
Grand Officers.

Voted, That Rev. Jona. Greenleaf, M. W. Simon Greenleaf, and Isaac Adams,
be o committee to institute such inquiries as shall geem to them expedient in
order to ascerlain whether any vestiges of ancient Masonry can be discovered

in Palestine, and the countries adjoining, and what is the present state of Ma-
sonry in those countries.

The Grand Lodge adjourned to Friday evening, January 10,
1823, at 7 o'clock,

Attest, "WILLIAM LORD, G. Secretary.

Masoxs’ Havr, January 10, A, D, 1823,

Grand Lodge of Maine met by adjournment from Janunary 9,
1823.

Presext.—M, W. SIMON GREENLEAF, Esq., G. M.
R. W. WILLIAM SWAN, D, G. M.
“  (CHARLES FOX, B.G.W.
“  SAMUEL FESSENDEN, J.G. W
“  JOSEPH M. GERRISH, 5. Treasurer,

“  WILLIAM LORD,

GEORGE THACHER, Jr,,
Rev. JONA. GREENLEAF,
ELEAZER WYER,
NELSON RACKLYFT,
ALPHEUS SHAW,
JAMES 0SGOOD,

SETH CLARK,

OLIVER S. HARTSHORN,
WILLIAM STEVENS,

Ree. G. Secretary.
G. Marshal.

G. Chaplain.
5.G.D. pt

5. & D, pid

G. Bteward, p. 1.

"
1

G. Pursuivant.

G. Tyler.

D. D. G. Masters from the First and Fourth Districts.
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Lodges represented.

Portland, Oxford, Amity,

Saco, Maine, Felicity,
Pythagorean, Tranquil, Hermon,
Ancient Land-M'k, Dlazing Star, Morning Star.

The committee appointed to consider the subject of Past Mas-
ter's Diplomas, reported progress, asked and obtained leave to sit
again,

The committee appointed to report on the ceremonies to be
observed in subordinate Lodges, on receiving official visits from
District Deputy Grand Masters and other Grand Officers, made
the following Report, viz:—

The committee to whom was referred the subject of considering the proper
ceremony to be observed and paid by the Lodges to the District Deputy Grand
Masters when they visit them, report—

The following order of ceremonies to be observed at the ordinary official
vigits of the District Deputy Grand Masters to the several Lodges under the
jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, viz: ?

The District Deputy Grand Masters shall give previous reasonable notice of
their intended visit, to the master of the Lodge, who shall summeon the same,
and provide one of the ante-rooms, or some other convenient place within the
Lodge building, to which the D. D, G. Master will repair and inform the
Lodge by their Marshal that he is in waiting. The Lodge being opened, the
Master shall then direet the Marshal, necompanied by the Deacons and Stew-
ards with their rods, to wait on the D. D. G. Master and inform him that 1he
Lodge is ready to receive him, and conduet him to the door of the Lodge in
the following order :

1st. Marshal.
21, Stewards.
3d. Deacons.
4th. District Deputy Grand Master.

On arriving at the door of the Lodge the Marshal makes demand, and the door
being opened, hie announces “ the District Deputy Grand Master,” and they
enter the Lodge ; the Brethren arise, the Stewards and Deacons halt within
and open to the right and left, crossing their rods, the District Deputy Grand
Master enters between them, preceded by the Marshal ; being entered the
Brethren salute him in ancient form, the Marshal conduets him to the east and
the Master [offers him the chair. The visit being ended, and the D. D, G.
Master signifying his intention to retire, he is conducted to his chamber in the
same manner, the Stewards and Deacons halting as nbove at the door of his
apartment only. And the substance of the above order will be observed

2 6
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when the D). D. G. Master visits by deputation of a Past Master or Master of
a Lodge, except that such Deputy will not take the chair, but sit uncovered at
the right of the Master.
Signed, CHARLES FOX,
GEORGE THACHER, Ju.

Voted, That the foreging Report he accepted,

The Committee on applications for Charters, reported that the
prayer of the petition of John Lougee, Jr. and others, fora Lodge
at Pavsonsfield by the name of Freedom Lodge, be granted, and
that these Brethren receive a Charter as prayed for.

Voted, 'That the foregoing report be accepted, and that a Charter be granted
nccordingly.

The Committee on applications for Charters, reported, that the
prayer of the petition of John McLean and others for a Lodge at
Alna by the name of Alna Lodge be granted.

Voted, That the foregoing veport be nceepted and that'a Charter be granted
accordingly.

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence made the follow-
ing report, viz:

The Committee appointed to examine the Foreign Correspondence of this
(Grand Lodge, having attended to that service, ask leave to report. It appears
that communications have been received from the Grand Lodge of the State
of New Hampshire for the year 1822, from Massachusetts for 1821, from Ver-
mont for 1821, from New York for 1822, from New Jersey for 1821, from North
Carolina for 1821, from Kentucky for 1822, from Alabama for 1821, and from
Indiana for 1822;and that at the present time there are under the jurisdiction
of the Grand Lodge of New IHampshire, 40 regular Lodges; in Massachusetts
87, in Vermont 55, in New York 344, in New Jersey 45, in North Carolina 39,
in Kentucky 55,in Alabama 12 chartered Lodgesand two working under a dis-
pensation, and in Indiana 21 Lodges, making in all 698 regularly chartered
Lodges in those eight States.

The committee find in these communications evident tokens of the flourishing
condition of Masonry in those states; but beyond this, they do not perceive
any thing of particular interest except the following transactions :

The Grand Lodge of Kentucky have censured as highly improper and
unmasonie the conduct of any Lodge in receiving or acting upon a petition for
initiation at a meeting specially called for that purpose.

In the new Grand Lodge for the State of Alabama, it was resolved that it is
considered unmasonic to put candidates in nomination for any office in Masonry.

In the communication from North Carolina, we flnd a notice that a circalar
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from the Grand Lodge of Louisiana had been reccived there, on the subject of
providing for a Masonic Hospital, which was read and committed.

All which is respectfully submitted.
J. GREENLEAF,

GEO. THACHER, Jr.
Which report was unanimously accepted.

The District Deputy Grand Masters were requested to furnish
diplomas to those Lodges that were entitled to them from the
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts.

R. W. Samnuel Fessenden, Robert P. Dunlap and John P. Boyd,
Esquires, were appointed a committee to aseertain through the
D. D. G. Masters, the number of Diplomas due the several Lodges
in this state from the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts at the time
of our separation. Which committee was anthorized to procure
the number of Diplomas that shall be found wanting.

The Recording Grand Secretary reported the proceedings of
the Board of Trustees of the Charity fand of the Grand Lodge,
at their meetings, January 6th and 10th, 1823,

The Recording Grand Secretary was directed to cause the
Lodges under the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge to be numbered
according to seniority.

Prayer was offered by the Grand Chaplain, and the Grand

Lodge was closed in ample form.

Attest, WILLIAM LORD, @. Secretary.

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION.

A Quarterly Communiecation of the Grand Lodge of Maine,
was holden at Masons' Iall in Portland, Thursday, April 10,
A.D. 1823,

Present—R. W. WILLIAM SWAN, D. G M.
ey CHARLES FOX, S.G.W.
"  ELEAZER WYER, J.G.W.p.t.
“  JOSEPH M. GERRISH, G. Treasurer.
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R. W. WILLIAM LORD, G. Seeretary,

* NELSON RACKLYFT, 5. G.D.

* SETH CLARK, J.G.D.

“  QLIVER S. HARTSHORN, G. Steward.

‘“ CHARLES B. SMITH, £F

% WILLIAM STEVENS, G. Tyler.

Lodges represented:

Portland, Ancient Land-mark,
Washington, Hermon.

The Grand Lodge was opened in due form,

The Committee on Past Master’s Diplomas reported progress,
and obtained leave to sit again,

The Recording Grand Secretary reported a meeting of the
Board of Trustees of the Charity Fund, held April 8, 1823.

Grand Lodge was closed in due form,
Attest, WILLIAM LORD, @. Secretary.

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION.

A Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine,
was holden at Masons’ Hall in Portland, Thursday, July 10, A,
D. 1823,

Presext—M. W, SIMON GREENLEAT, Esq.,, G.DM.
R. W. WILLIAM SWAN, D.G. M,
L2 CHARLES FOX, S. G.W.
Ly SAMUEL FESSENDEN, Eeq., J. G. W.
*  JOSEPH M. GERRISI, Esq., G. Treasurer.

*  WILLIAM LORD, G. Secretary.

Ll GEORGE THACHER, Jr. Esq. G, Marshal.

«  Rev. REUBEN NASON, G. Chaplain, p. t.

«  ELEAZER WYER, ' 8. G. Dencon, p. 1.
“  NELSON RACKLYFT, J. G. Deacon, p. ¢.
% SETH CLARK, G. Steward, p. 1.

‘“  SAMUEL STEPHENSON, G. Sword Bearer,
“  THOMAS TODD, G. Pursuivant, p. t.

“  WILLIAM STEVENS, G. Tyler.
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Lodges repr.esentcd:

Portland, Solar, Somerset,
United, Ancient Land Mark, Washington,
Saco, Blazing Star, Harmony.

After prayers by the Grand Chaplain, the Grand Lodge was
declared to be opened in ample form.

A communication from Joseph Hall, Secretary of Amity Lodge,
at Camden, was laid before the Grand Lodge, which was read
and committed to R, W, William Swan, Charles Fox and Samnuel
Fessenden, who reported, that the facts of this case present no
insuperable objection to the initiation of the candidate, which
was accepted,

R. W. Joseph M. Gerrish, John P, Boyd and Horace Seaver
were appointed a committee to consider whether the Officers of
subordinate Lodges ought to appear in Grand Lodge without the
appropriate badges of sheir office.

The Grand Secretary reported the transactions at a stated
meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Charity Fund, July 7,
1823.

The Communication from the Grand Lodge of the District of
Columbia, dated May 21, 1823, on the subject of a General Grand
Lodge of the United States, was committed to M. W. Simon
Greenleaf, R, W. William Swan and R. W. Samuel Fessenden.

On motion, . W. Charles Fox, Samuel Fessenden and George
Thacher, Jr., were appointed a Committee to consider whether a
person who is conscientiously serupulous against taking an oath,
can be admitted to the benefits of Masonry by solemn aflirmation.

After prayers by the Grand Chaplain, the Grand Lodge was
closed in ample form,

Attest, WILLIAM LORD, @. Secretary.
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SPECIAL MEETING.

At a Special Meeting of the Grand Lodge of Maine, holden at
the house of Captain Daniel Hunt in Gorham, on Friday, Sept.
th, A. D. 1823, for the purpose of consecrating Harmony Lodge
and installing its officers :

Presexnt—M. W. SIMON GREENLEAF, (i M.
R, W. WILLTAM SWAN, D, G. M.
*  CHARLES FOX, 5. G. W.
“  DANIEL GRANGER, J.G.W. p.t.
*  JOSEPI M. GERRISH, G. Treasurer.
*  WILLIAM LORD, G. Secretary.

“  GEORGE THACHERJr,  G.DMarshal.
“  Rev. JONA. GREENLEAF, G. Chaplain.
“  SAMUEL STEPHENSON, G. Sword Bearer.

“  FELEAZER WYER, 8. G.D.pt.

“  NELSON RACKLYFT, J.G.Dopd.

W JAMES OSGOOD, « G Steward, p. &
Y AMOS NICHOLS, & rx g
“  SETH CLARK, (. Pursuivant.

“ OQLIVER S. HARTSIORN, * o
Rev, Bro. SAMUEL RAND, Bearer of the Ioly Bible.
Bro, JOHN MoDONALD, Bearer of Constitutions.
« WILLIAM STEVENS, G. Tyler.
“ JAMES McARTHUR, % Stewards in the rear of the
“ BENNET PIKE, Procession.

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form. Prayers offered
by the Grand Chaplain.

Official information was communiecated to the M. W. Grand
Master, that Harmony Lodge were assembled and waited the
direction of the Grand Lodge.

Whereupon a procession was immediately formed under the
direction of the R. W. Grand Marshal, and accompanied by
musie, proceeded to the Hall where Harmony Lodge were
assembled ; when after the usual examinations by the M, W.
Grand Master, and a report from the R. W. Deputy Grand
Master, “that having duly examined the records of Harmony
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Lodge, he found them correet, and the officers eleet well skilled
in the mysteries of the order, and recommended that their
request for Consecration and Installation be granted”—

A procession was formed in due order agreeable to the
Constitution, preceded by musie, and a large number of visiting
Brethren; thus marshaled, it procceded to the Rev. Mr, Pomroy’s
meeting house, where after prayers by the Rev. Mr, Pomroy, and
an appropriate oration by Bro. John L. Megquier, the ceremonies
of consecration took place; the consecrating prayer was offered
by Rev. Jonathan Greenleaf, Grand Chaplain.  The R. W. Master
of Harmony Lodge having first signified his assent to the ancient
Constitutions and Charges of the Craft, Harmony Lodge was
then consecrated and its officers installed in ample form, after
which an excellent and impressive address was delivered by the
M. W, Grand Master to Harmony Lodge; the Grand Marshal
then proclaimed Harmony Lodge to be duly constituted and
consecrated, and its officers installed in ample and ancient form
—the services were closed with a benediction pronounced by the
Grand Chaplain.

The Brethren having again marshaled in due order, returned
to the Hall of IHarmony Lodge, and partook of a rich repast
provided for the ocecasion by Bro. Daniel Hunt. After feasting,
and drinking to three public toasts given by the M. W. Grand
Master, the Grand Lodge retired and marched in procession to
the room where they first agsembled ; at the same time the Rev.
Clergy, and others not of the fraternity, who had been invited to
join the procession and dine with us, withdrew,

After prayers by the Grand Chaplain, the Grand Lodge closed
in ample form,

Attest, WILLIAM LORD, &, Secretary.
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QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION.

A Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine,
was holden at Masons” Hall in Portland, on Thursday, October 9,
A. D, 1823,

Presext—M, W. SIMON GREENLEAF, G. M.
R. W. WILLIAM SWAN, D.GM
%  CHARLES FOX, 5.G. W,
¢ DANIEL GRANGER, J.G. W, p.t.
“  JOSEPH M. GERRISH, G. Treasurer.
#  WILLIAM LORD, G. Secretary.
“  SAMUEL STEPHENSON,  G. Marshal, p. 1,
*  NELSON RACKLYFT, S.G.D.p. 1.
“  OLIVER 8, HARTSHORN, J.G.D.p.t.
“  NEHEMIAHI CRAM, G, Steward, p. t.
“  CHARLES B. SMITH, G. Pursuivant, p. ¢,
% WILLIAM STEVENS, G. Tyler.

Lodges represented :

Portland, Oriental, Oxford,
United, | Solar, Blazing Star,
Cumberland, Ancient Land-mark, Harmony.

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form.

The Committee to whom was referred the subject whether the
officers of subordinate Lodges ought to appear in Grand Lodge
without their appropriate Jewels, submitted the following Report :

That according to common Masonic usage and as practiced in the neighboring
Grand Lodges, the officers of subordinate Lodges are not entitled to the
privileges of members in Grand Lodge unless clothed with the proper Jewels
and insignia of their respective offices—they therefore recommend that no
officer of a subordinate Lodge be permitted to exercise the privileges of a
mentber of this Grand Lodge, excepting those who appear clothed with the
Jewels as before mentioned, without the previous consent of the Grand Master,
or presiding Grand Officer.

Whereupon it was ordered, that it lie over to our next Com-

munieation, and that the Grand Seeretary send a copy of the
same to each subordinate Lodge.
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The Committee on the subject of a General Grand Lodge of
the United States, submitted the following Report:

The Committee to whom was referred a communication from the Grand
Lodge of the District of Columbia, dated May 6, 1823, inviting the respective
Grand Lodges of the United States to appoint delegates to a general convention,
with authority to adopt measures for the estublishment of a general Grand
Lodge for the United States, have given the subject of their appointment that
consideration which its importance and the deep interest taken in it by the
Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia seem to demand, and ask leave to
report that in their opinion it is not expedient for the Grand Lodge of Maine
to eoncur in the measure proposed.

The arguments in favor of the measure, are in substance these : that the
erection of n national Grand Lodge will tend to open the channel of masonie’
intercourse both foreign and domestic—establish uniformity of work—correct
abuses—give unity, strength and respectability to our order—concentrate and
diffuse information—reconcile collisions among jarring jurisdictions—impose
new or enforee old restraints on the admission of candidates—correct the abuse
of unwarranted and unwarrantable publications—abolish the degrading and
ruinous practices of unlicensed lectures—interdict the mercenary introduction
of false degrees—and awaken a spirit of emulation in the whole fraternity.

‘We are unable to perceive any benefit here proposed, which may not be fully
derived from the present system. This Grand Lodge, notwithstanding the
disadvantages of its very recent establishment, and its remote frontier situation
Las happily succeeded in opening a regular correspondence with most of the
Graund Lodges of the United States. If other Grand Lodges, in situations more
favorable to direct and easy interconrse, have been less successful, we think it fair
to conelude that the misfortune is to be referred to some other eause than the
want of a general Grand Lodge—and we believe that the eommunications now
received from the several Girand Lodges of the States are calenlated to excite a
more lively interest and to produce more lasting benefits than would be derived
from the very general views which must be expected in a national com-
munieation.

Nor do we suppose it difficult for the Grand Lodge of any State to open and
maintain a correspondence with foreign Grand Lodges; for we cannot believe
that any Grand Lodge at home or abroad would decline to accept from a
State jurisdiction the tokens of proffered friendship, or to interchange them
when requested.

Respecting the uniformity of work which it is said to be desirable to estab-
lish, we are not aware that it does not already exist to as great a degree as
could be effected by a national Grand Lodge ; nor that different Grand Lodges,
as such, have ever countenanced any essential diversities of operation. Slight
diserepancies may sometimes be found in different Lodges, introduced probably
from the affectation of greater purity of work, but these may always be cor-
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The Committee on the subject of a General Grand Lodge of
the United States, submitted the following Report :

The Committee to whom was referred a communieation from the Grand
Lodge of the District of Columbin, dated May 6, 1823, inviting the respective
Grand Lodges of the United States to appoint delegates to a general convention,
with authority to adopt measures for the establishment of a general Grand
Lodge for the United States, have given the subject of their appointment that
consideration which its importance and the deep interest taken in it by the
Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia seem to demand, and ask leave to
report that in their opinion it is not expedient for the Grand Lodge of Maine
to coneur in the measure proposed.

The arguments in favor of the measure, are in snbstance these : that the
erection of a national Grand Lodge will tend to open the channel of masonie”
intercourse both foreign and domestic—establish uniformity of work—correct
abuses—give unity, strength and respectability to our order—concentrate and
diffuse information—reconcile collisions among jarring jurisdictions—impoze
new or enforee old restraints on the admission of candidates—correct the abuse
of unwarranted and unwarrantable publications—abolish the degrading and
ruinous practices of unlicensed lectures—interdict the mercenary introduction
of false degrecs—and awaken a spirit of emulation in the whole fraternity.

We are unable to perceive any benefit here proposed, which may not be fully
derived from the present system. This Grand Lodge, notwithstanding the
disadvantnges of its very recent establishment, and its remote frontier situation
has happily succeeded in opening a regular correspondence with mast of the
Grand Lodges of the United States. If other Grand Lodges, in situntions more
favorable to divect and easy intercourse, have been less successful, we think it fair
to conclude that the misfortune is to be referred to some other cause than the
want of & general Grand Lodge—and we believe that the communieations now
received from the several Grand Lodges of the States are caleulated to excite a
more lively interest and to produce more lasting benefits than would be derived
from the very general views which must be expected in a national com-
munication.

Nor do we suppose it difficult for the Grand Lodge of any State to open and
maintain a correspondence with foreign Grand Lodges; for we cannot believe
that any Grand Lodge at home or abroad would decline to accept from a
Btate jurisdiction the tokens of proffered friendship, or to interchange them
when requested.

Respecting the uniformity of work which it is said to be desirable to estab-
lish, we are not aware that it does not already exist to as great a degree as
could be effected by a nationnl Grand Lodge ; nor that different Grand Lodges,
as such, have ever countenanced any essential diversities of operation. Slight
discrepancies may sometimes be found in different Lodges, introduced probably
from the affectation of greater purity of work, but these may always be cor-
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rected by the vigilance of the District Deputy Grand Masters, or other Grand
Officers who may be appointed to visit and inspect the work of the subordinate
Lodges—and if this salutary regulation were permanently adopted by all the
Grand Lodges of the United States as it now is by a large portion of them, the
mischiefs anil disorders introduced by unlivensed lectures would soon cease to
furnish a topic of complaint.

The argument in favor of the esfablishment of a national Grand Lodge,
drawn from its usefulness as an umpire to reconcile differences among jarring
jurisdietions, would be deserving of more consideration if such contentions
had ever been known to exist to any serions extent. But as far as our informa-
tion reaches, those diflerences have rarely been known to oceur, and never but
in a very slight degree; and the spirit of brotherly kindness aml moderation
which Masonry breathes has always been found a sufficient, and certain, and
speedy remedy.

In the same light we regard the supposed abuse of unwarranted and unwar-
rantable publications, That weak and sometimes erroneous publicutions on
masonic subjects have been issued from the press is ungquestionably true. Dut
many of them are of a character far beneath the notice of any Grand Lodge
whatever, and those which may be found to contain something not altogether
correct, are too few, and the errors too insignificant, to merit the attention pro-
posed to be bestowed. Reason may safuly be left to combat them. Our na-
tional habits will hardly tolerate uny previous censorship of the press; and
should any book be condemned afler its publication, the condemning sentence
would doubtless most effectually seeure its rapid and extensive circulation,

Nor ean we more favorably regard the proposed imposition of new restraints
on the admission of candidates to our mysteries. This subject has always
been regulated as far as it is capable of regulation by the different Grand Lodges,
and we have never before heard any intimation that it might not beneficially
be left in their hands. We have obgerved in our correspondence with them,
that differences do exist in the terms of admission in difforent States ; and
comparing the lists of expulsions, which in some States we are grieved to find
are disgracefully numerous, we are led to the conclusion that the standard of
moral character, as well as the amount in money required of a candidate, is
probably in some places quite too low ; and that by conferring masonic honors
on those only who have been tried and found worthy, this deplorable evil would
soon be cured. The question is affected more by the strength of moral prin-
ciple in the candidate, than by the money demanded of him ; and this standard
does not seem to be susceptible of coercive regulation. If the members of any
State Grand Lodge have not discernment enough to perceive the existence of
any evil of this sort, or want virtue to apply the proper corrective, we do not
perceive in what manner it is to be reached by any higher jurisdiction.

The introduction of false degrees into Masonry is an innovation which we
believe this Grand Lodge will always resolutely resist, Should it ever be found
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within our jurisdiction, it would doubtless receive prompt attention from the
immediate guardians of the Temple, and timely suppression by the Grand
Lodge at its next ensning communication. We see no reason why other Grand
Lodges should not be considered equally vigilant to discern approaching dan-
zer, and prompt to meet and avert it. But if the speedy exertion of such en-
ergies is desirable, it would not seem to be much facilitated by the slow opera-
tions of a national assembly.

However the proposed establishment might inerease the respectability of
American Masonry in the eyes of foreign Grand Lodges, if its members eould
devote themselves to the great and serious subjects committed to their trust
with the attention and time which those subjects wounld demand ; yet from the
experience we have had in the management of masouic aflairs in onr own Grand
Lodge, and the information of our neighbors, we think it is not to be expected
in practice that such men will be found. The annual communieations of such
a Grand Lodge might probably be attended by many whom public or private
business might lead to the place of its assembling, but the efiectual direction of
its affairs would doubtless be left wholly to gentlemen resident near the spot,
and receive about the same degree of attention which experience has shown is
usually given to the affuivs of a State Grand Lodge ; which, though as much as
can reasonably be expected from the gratuitous services of men actively engaged
in the business of life, is obviously far less than the due government of so many
masons, seattered over this wide and growing dominion, would imperiously
require. We should, in effect, delegate the power of many States to what would
in substance he only a State Grand Lodge. Besides this evil, we think the
measure, so far from exeiting emulation, would tend to destroy it. A salutary
spirit of' this =ort is now believed to exist among the several Grand Lodges, as
independent and sovercign jurisdictions. DBut if these were eonsolidated into
one, as would in efiect be the case, the proper aliment of this flame would be
destroyed.

If these arzzumen!s are well founded, it cannot be necessary that we should
advert to the abuses and dangers which might and probably would grow out of
the desired establishment. If no evil now exists without its appropriate and
effectual remedy, why shonld we venture on new experiments, which in the
political and moral world ought rarely to be attempted—in Masonry, never? If
we stand well, let us stand still, Let us not abandon our present tried and ex-
cellent systems, and in the vain search after an ideal good put in jeopardy the
benefits we already enjoy—substituting an unwieldy institution, tedious in its
operations, seldom assembling, slow and expensive in administering justice,
either pressing as a dead weight on the vital cireulations of the masonie body,
or liable to the grossest abuses. Let us “ remove not the ancient landmarks
which our fithers have set.”

SIMON GREENLEAT,
WILLIAM SWAN, Commiltee.
SAMUEL FESSENDEN,
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Which report being read and fully discussed, was unanimously
accepted.

Voted, that the foregoing Report be printed in our next annual communica-
tion.

A petition from Moses Greenleaf and others, praying for a
charter to hold a Lodge in the town of Sebec, County of Penob-
scot, by the name of Piscataquis Lodge, was laid before the Grand
Lodge, read and committed to R. W. Charles Fox, Daniel Gran-
ger and Isnac Adams, which committee recommended that the
prayer of said petition be granted.

The report was accepted and a charter granted accordingly.

The petition of John MecDonald and others, for a charter to
hold a Lodge in the town of Limerick, was committed to R.W.
William Swan, Charles Fox, Isaac Adams, Joseph M. Gerrish
and Samuel Stephenson, to consider whether the approbation of
Adoniram Lodge and the District Deputy Grand Master are un-
reasonably withheld, and report at a future communication.

R. W. Daniel Granger, Esq., Samuel Fessenden, Esq. and John

L. Megquier, Esq. were appointed a committee to examine the

Foreign Correspondence for the past year, and report at the an-
nual communication.

The Grand Secretary reported the proceedings of the Board of
Trustees ot the Charity Fund of the Grand Lodge at a stated
meeting Oct. 6, 1823,

The Grand Lodge closed in ample form,
Attest, WILLIAM LORD, @. Secretary.
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ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.
1824.

e —

The Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine,
was holden at Masons’ Hall in Portland, Thursday, January Sth,
A. D. 1824.

Presext—M. W, SIMON GREENLEAF, G. M.
R, W, WILLTAM SWAN, D. G. M.
“ CHARLES FOX, 3. G. W.

S
#* SAMUEL FESSENDEN, J. G. W.
“  JOSEPH M, GERRISH, G
“  WILLIAM LORD, 3. Sceretary.
“  GEORGE THACHER, Jr., G. Marshal.
“  Rev. JONA. GREENLEAF, G. Chaplain.
U “ JOHN IH. INGRAHAM, ¢
¥ SAMUEL STEPHENSON, G. Sword Bearer.

. Treasurer.

~

“  ELEAZER WYLER, S.G. D.p.t
“  NELSON RACKLYFT, J.G. D,
'  CHARLES B. SMITIH, G. Steward. p. t.

LUTHER RICHARDSON, E ¥e =
“  OLIVER 8. HARTSHORN, G. Pursuivant.

< WILLIAM STEVENS, G. Tyler.
District Deputy Grand Masters from the First, Second, Third and Fifth

Distriets.

Lodges represented :
Portland, No. 1 Oxford, No. 18 Waterville, No. 33

Kennebee, L Felicity, @ 19 Bethlehem, o 8b
Amity, R Oriental Star, “ 21 Casco, 36
United, oG York, « 22 Washington, ol
Saco, “ 9 Freeport, “ 28 Harmony, LU
Cumberland, *“ 12 Village, « 26 Lygonia, “ 40
Oriental, ¢ 18 Adoniram, “ 27 Morning Star, * 41
St. George, “ 16  Blazing Star, “ 80  Freedom, “ 42

A. Land Mark, “ 17  Hermon, 382  Alna, o483
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The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form. Prayers were
offered by the Junior Grand Chaplain.

The Committee on Finance submitted their annual Report as
follows :—
There was a balance in the Treasury at the annual settlement in
January 1823, of B - - - $307.784

There has been paid into the Treasury by D. D. G. Masters since
January 1828, as follows :

By the D. D, G. Master of the First district, B08.70%
“ i [ ak & Sncund i 72."'5
i i i & i Thml i 2] 3‘37
b "0 L. 4 #  Fourth * 180.87
Of do. for arrearages from Solar and Amity Lodges, 86.87 5k
—217.7
By D. D. G. Master of Fifth district, 186.20
Of do. for arrearages in said district, 75.00
— 260.20
By D. D. G. Master of the Sixth district, 104.12
—1177.38}
Received for two Charters granted since the last annual
Communication, 160
Deduet amount applied to Charity fund, 20
—_ 140.00

$1625.17

There has been paid by the Treasurer since the last annunl communication,
and for which satisfactory vouchers have been exhibited to the committee, the
following sums, viz:

To the increase of the Charity Fund, being half of the balance in

the T'reasury on settlement Jan. 1823, 153.80
Amount of donation to the Charity Fund by the Treasurer, being

the sum allowed him for his services for 1522, 25.00
Amount paid the Grand Recording Seeretary, as allowed him for

his services for 1522, 45.00
Amount paid Grand Tyler for his services for 1822, 5.00
Paid sundry bills presented and allowed to the Grand Stewards, 99.04
Cash paid for printing, stationery and postages, 52.12

Cash paid to 1. D. G. Masters for actual expenses incurred in the
dischurge of their respective duties, viz:

To D. D. G. Master of First District, 41.62
el 4 i Second 10.63
L w G Third 13.87
% Lo ¥ Yourth « 26,70
b 1 x Fifth “ for 1821, '22 and '23, 06.75
i L1 " Si:m ) 31'12

—220.69
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Cash paid for purchment for 400 Diplomas, . 102.50
$712.24

Leaving in the Treasury a balance of 012:98

which is carried to a new aceount. e
$1,625.17

The committee have examined the books of the Grand Treasurer and settled
his account—they have also examined the Records of the Grand Recording
Secretary, and find that the important datics of both offices have been dis-
charged with faithfulness and ability. They recommend an allowance of Fifty
Dollars to the Grand Recording Secretary for his services to this period ; and
the sum of Thirty Dollars to the Grand Treasurer for his services the past
vear; and the sum of Six Dollars to the Grand Tyler for his services to this
period.

All which is respeetfully submitted. WM. SWAN, | Committee on

CHARLES FOX,§ Finance.
Portland, January 8, 1824,
The committee also submitted n statement of the Charity Fund,

Jan, B, 1824 ; the aggregate of which is as follows, viz:

Ten shares in the Bank of Portland, - - - $1,000.00
Amount in promissory notes, satisfactorily secured, - - 500,00
Cash in the Treasury unapplied, - - - - 71,03

One half the balance of account applicable by regulation in the By-Laws, 456,46

$2,027.40
Which report was aceepted.

On motion,

Voted, That the thanks of the Grand Lodge boe presented to R. W. Brother
Joseph M. Gerrish, for the donation of thirty dollars made to the Charity
fund, being the amount allowed him by the committee on finance for his
services as Grand T'rensurer the past year.

The committee to whom was referred the question whether
the Masonic degrees can be conferred on affirmation without
oath, having attended to that subject, submit the following report :

Your Committee deem this a question of no little importance, as it bears on
the interests of the Craft. On the one hand, if decided in the negative, there
will necessarily be excluded from a participation of all the mysteries, and very
many of the benefits and advantages of Masonry, a large class of men, among
the most respectable of our fellow citizens on account of their integrity, their
conscientious regard to all those great moral principles which dignify human
nature, and certainly not among the most backward in deeds of merey and
charity. On the other hand, if decided in the affirmative, it would seem at
Ieast to sanction a departure from what, for ages, has been deemed a form of
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sound words, and what has not hitherto failed to bind the consciences of
otherwise the most hardened offenders.

It is impossible that your Committee should not examine, with mistrust, a
principle which should ghut out from the Masonic fraternity such men as
Clarkson ; and they cannot close their eyes to the bad effect which sanctioning
such a prineiple must have on the moral sense of the community. Can any
other inference fairly be dedunced, than that a society, which excludes the best
men because conscientiously serupulous of taking an oath, must entertain
principles which will not bear the light; and that we must be more solicitous
to secure the vietim, than to promote the cause of virtue ?

And your committee are also aware of the importance of preserving inviolate
those ancient landmarks which have had so great influence in perpetuating an
Institution, which has during so many centuries been producing benefits to
mankind ; leaving it to the silent, but certain effect of time, to prove its value.

We have been led to inquire whether the varying in this particular our ma-
sonie obligations would be removing any ancient landmark, or violating any
principle of our venerable institution —and with satisfaction your committee
have come to the result, that this will not remove a stone from the masonic
edifice, or mar any of its ornaments or beauty. The grand ohject of masenic
obligations is to bind the conscience to the canse of virtue. No one can for a
moment believe that this can depend on the forms of expression in which the
promise is couched. As well might it be urged that the sanetity of an obliga-
tion depends on the charaeter in which it might be written, or the language
in which it might be delivered. The masonie edifice rests not-on words, but
on deeds. Where the substance is preserved, the precise form cannol be essen-
tial to the stability of the fabrie. " }

It cannot be supposed that the wise founders of our institution, looking down
the long vista of time, would not anticipate those slight verbal alterations which
should adapt its principles to the language, genius and customs of the diflerent
nations of the earth,—as also to the consciences, or even innate prejudices of
the mass of individuals who compose the great community, while they have so
wonderfully fortified those principles themselves from violation. TIndeed, it is
apprehended, that the variation in the form of expression (for it amounts to
nothing more) is not greater than would be found to arise from the idioms of
different languages. DBesides, who ever apprelhiended that a slight variation in
the form of administering the obligations in different lodges, (and such varia-
tions exist), ever lessened the weight, or discharged from the sanctions of those
obligations ?  Your committee think they might safely refer to ancient usage
ag a proof that an affirmation is as strong an obligation in form, as well ns on
the conscience, as an oath.

The penalties remain unaltered. The duties required are not lessened or less
strongly inculcated and enforced. The negations are as strong ; and the whole
no less binding on the vonscience, whether the form be that of an outh or
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affirmation. What then is lost to masonry by the variation, except a mere
verbal criticism, or play on words, which your committee cannot perceive have
any place in the temple of masonry ?

On the whole, your committee conceive that no masonic principle is violated
in adapting the form of the obligations to consciences of men equally good
and true, but, on the contrary, that serious hurt would grow to the Institution
of Masonry, by an adherence to the technical form of words heretofore used
for the purpose of securing that jidelity in the craftsmen, which has never yet
been violated, even when all other primeiples have been wrecked in the vortex
of unhallowed appetites, or the whirlpool of ungoverned passions.

All which is respectfully submitted,
CHARLES FOX, per order.

Which report was accepted.

The Report of the Committee on the subject whether the offi-
cers of subordinate Lodges oughtto be admitted to seats in Grand
Lodge without bearing their appropriate jewels—which was sub-
mitted to the Grand Lodge, Oct. 9, 1823—viz: that they be not
admitted without the express permission of the presiding Grand
Officers, was taken into consideration and unanimous] y adopted.

The Committee to whom was referred the petition of Brother
John McDonald and others for a lodge in Limerick, reported, that
at present it is inexpedient to establish a lodge in the town of
Limerick, and consequently the approbation of Adoniram Lodge
and the D. D, Grand Master of the First Masonic Distriet to the
petition for that purpose are not unreasonably withheld.

The Recording Grand Secretary reported the proceedings of
the Board of Trustees of the Charity Fund at a stated mecting,
January 5, 1824,

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence of the Grand Lodge
made the following Report, viz:

Your Committee find, in the foreign correspondence, but little to which they
deem it necessary to direct the attention of this Grand Lodge.

They remark with pleasure and satisfaction the growth and spread of the
prineiples of our venerable institution in the United States, and the flourish-
ing situation of most of the Grand Lodges in the Union. And they cannot
but consider it as evidence that the sacred principles of integrity, kindness
and charity are gaining ground and preparing the way for still greater bless-
ings on the human family.

They remark with pleasure the similarity of views, as regards the grand

7
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masonic edifice, which the correspondence exhibits, a3 existing among the
different Grand TLodges ; the beneficial effects of which must be realized in
completing this moral superstructure.

The attention of your committee has been enlled to the reiterated wishes
atrongly expressed by the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia, that a
General Grand Lodge for the United States may be formed ; and they find by
an examination of the communications of different Grand Lodges, made to
this Grand Lodge, since its last annual meeting, that the subject has been
fully discussed, and that a very large praportion of the several Grand Lodges,
with which this Grand Lodge holds correspondence, have expressed a decided
opinion, that the establishment of a General Grand Lodge is éneepedieat and
unnecessary. But the report of the Commiltee, made at the last quarterly
meeting of this Grand Lodge, to whom the communication from the Grand
Lodge of the District of Columbia was specially referred, renders it unneces-
sary for the Committee of Correspondence to remark particularly upon this
subject. §

In some of the Grand Lodges your Committee have noticed, that there is a
regulation, which prohibits a subordinate lodge from a voice in the Grand
Lodge, whose dues have not been paid. How far such a regulation in this
Grand Lodge might be nseful is left to the wisdom of the brethren.

All which is respecifully submitted,
D. GRANGER, per order.

Which report was accepted.

The time assigned agreeably to the By-Laws for the election of
officers for the ensuing year having arrived, the Grand Lodge pro-
ceeded to that business.

Our Most Worshipful Brother Snrox GreeNnuav, Esq, Past
Grand Master, declined being a candidate for reélection, and
made the following valedictory Address to the Grand Lodge :—

Breturex :—The return of another anniversary naturally leads us to a re-
view of the events of the past year, and to a consideration of the present state
of our institution, and the means by which its benefits can best be imparted to
our fellow men. The separation of the lodges in this State from the parent
Grand Lodge, was an event of no small importance to the interests of the fra-
ternity in Maine. Ouor distance from the place of its meetings, and the in-
frequency of our communications with it, naturally gave birth to some abuses,
and our situation on many other accounts was not wholly favorable to the
prosperity of Masonry. It was an enterprise, too, of some peril. The exist-
ing abuses were to be corrected—conflicting interests to be balanced and rec-
onciled—the accounts of the lodges and 1. D. G. Masters to be settlod—arrear-
ages to be collected, and a new constitution and regulations to be framed and
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adopted for the government of the Grand Lodge. But the most essential of
these ol)jects'hm-e been accomplished with a degree of success and harmony
far exceeding our highest anticipations. Our By-Laws and permanent regula-
tions, after three years of snccessful operation, are found to need no essential
changes ; the accounts of nearly all the lodges have been liquidated and closed,
and a system adopted which must forever prevent the recurrence of that state
of confusion into which these accounts had heretofore fallen. Most of the
arrearages are paid up, and such measures have been taken that it is expected
that no lodge will hereafter be guilty of the unmasonic practice of suffering
its daes to remain a year unraid. Our funds, too, are in a prosperous con-
dition. Tn addition to the purchase of regalia, and other expenses incidental
to the establishment of a Grand Lodge, we have been able to add $571.08 to
our permanent charity fund, besides what moneys have been dispensed in
charitics—so that our permanent fund, including the $1000 received from the
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, now consists of §1571.05, to which sum an
addition of §456.40 is now to be made from the floating fund. Itis highly
gratifying to know {hat in most of the lodges all unnecessary expenses are
avoided, and a system of economy has been adopted which has put their funds
into a flourishing condition ; and for the purpose of preserving them, the Legis-
ture, with a liberality much to their honor, have granted an act of incorpora-
tion to every lodge which has requested it. The principle, too, of contrib-
uting masonie gervices without reward, charging our funds, except in one or
two cases which are necessarily excepted, with a bare reimbursement of mon-
eys actually expended, which has been go long practiced upon in Massachusetts
and some other States, has produced among us also the expected happy results.
We have now under our jurisdiction 44 Lodges, divided into six districts,
composed of 1580 acting members.  In the past year they have initiated about
220 eandidates into our mysteries, and pnid $1177.28 into the Grand Treasury.

With such an institution in our hands, so well organized, supported, as it is,
by a large body of intelligent and virtuous citizens, and having at command a
fund already respectable and rapidly increasing, besides the stock private
Lodges themselves possess,—our responsibilities to God and the eraft for the
wise and beneficent appropriation of these ample means are deep and of serious
import.

Without touching on topies which have heretofore been discussed and acted
upon in the Grand Lodge, there are many designs of benevolence in which, 1
am persuaded, we all can heartily unite.

In the distribution of masonic funds we should never lose sight of the great
principle that they are the property of the whole fraternity, and are to be ex-

pended in deeds of beneficence and charity. Of course the erection of splen-
did edifices, and the preparation of costly entertainments, can hardly be con-
sidered as within the legitimate appropriation of these funds. But the oe-
casional relief of worthy masons, as their necessities may demand, is not the
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only object to which they may lawfully be applied. In the more populous
places benevolence itself wounld suggest the adoption of measures to reduce
this relief to system and rule :—and hence in some cities, hospitals have been
endowed, wholly, or in part, by the fraternity, for the reception and cure of
sick and infirm masons. Our correspondence with other Grand Lodges has
brought to our notice a proposition for an institution of this kind in New
Orleans.

Our charities also may well be applied to aid the widows of poor masons,
and to assist their children to obtain such an education as may qualify them
for future usefulness. The latter has been a subject of peculiar interest to the
fraternity for many years. In various parts of Europe and in one or more of
the United States, schools for their instruction have been founded, and are
still in successful operation; and the beneficial results to society from these
charities must long be felt. We owe much to the arphans of worthy deceased
brethren. They are a sacred trust committed to our care and oversight ; and
although the excellent public institutions of New England have rendered it
unnecessary for Masonry to afford assistance in the acquisition of common
learning, the public schools being free to all; yet the time is not far distant,
when it may be expedidnt to make some appropriation for the endowment of
one or more scholarships in some of our Academies, Lyceums, or Colleges,
by which the sons of deceased masons, if found worthy and in want, may
receive aid in the higher branches of learning, and thus become capable of
more extensive usefulness. A single individual, thus saved from neglect and
perhaps from ruin, separated as a rough stone, from the mass of ignorance,
and fitted to support and adorn the fabric of social life, would reflect more true
glory on our institution than monuments of brass or marble.

It is by works like these that we approach to what I conceive to be the true
spirit of Masonry—for it is not to be forgotten or denied that our institution
professes to diffuse light and knowledge—that its connection with the arts and
sciences is brought into the foreground and to the threshold of its mysteries—
that it is indeed ‘“ a holy institution”—that it inculeates a profound reverence
and devotion to the Supreme Being, and requires every mason to square his
life and faith by the precepts and instruction of his Holy Word.

Indeed masonry is only valuable as she is the hand-maid of religion. This life
may be regarded as a school in which the character is formed for eternity. It
is the period in which a mansion is erected for endless duration. Masonry
furnishes its votaries with a large portion of the scaffolding and the working
tools—but these also at last will become useless, and be laid aside. Letit
then be our great endeavor and prayer that we may become the temples of
the living God, and be consecrated, by his gpirit, to his service forever.

The following R. W. Brethren were chosen a committee to
sort and count the votes for Grand Officers, viz:—Daniel Granger,
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Leonard Jarvis, and James L. Child. 'Which Committee reported
the following Brethren to be duly elected, viz:
M. W, WILLIAM SWAN, Esq., Grrand Master, Portland,

R. W. SAMUEL FESSENDEN, Esq., Senior Grand Warden,  Portland.
“  GEORGE THACHER, Jr., Esq., Junior Grand Warden,  Saco.

“ JOSEPH M. GERRISH, Esq., Grand Treasurer, Portland.
“  WILLIAM LORD, Hee. Grand Secretary, Portland.

R. W. Charles Fox, Samuel Fessenden and Eleazer Wyer, were
chosen a committee on Finande.

M. W. Simon Greenleaf Esq., Albion K. Parris Esq., Daniel
Granger Esq., Peleg Chandler Esq., Charles Fox and Robert
Boyd, were chosen to constitute a permanent part of the Board
of Trustees of the Charity Fund, for three years ensuing.

The Grand Lodge adjourned to Friday evening, January 9,
at 6 o'clock.

Masox’s Harr, Friday Evening, Jan. 9, A. D. 1824,

The Grand Lodge met by adjournment, M. W. William Swan
presiding, and was opened in ample form,

Prayers were offered by the Senior Grand Chaplain.

M. W, Wirrniam Swan declared his acceptance of the office of
Grand Master, and was duly invested by R. W. Charles Fox,
Senior Past Master and Grand Officer present,

The M. W. Grand Master then installed the Senior and Junior
Grand Wardens, Grand Treasurer and Recording Grand Secre-
tary.

The following appointments for the ensuing year were then
made by the M. W. Grand Master, viz :—

R. W. CHARLES FOX Esq., of Portland, Deputy Grand Master.

28 PELEG SPRAGUE, Esq., of Hallowell, Cor, Grand Secretary.

" JESSE ROBINSON, Esq., of Hallowell, Grand Marshal.

£ Rey. JONATHAN GREENLEAY, of Wells, Grand Chnplam.

% Rev. JOHN H. INGRAHAM, of Thomaston,
" Rev. GIDEON W. OLNEY, of Gardiner, L st
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R. W. Rev. SAMUEL RAND, of Portland, Grand Chaplain.
“  BENJAMIN D. BARTLETT, of Bath, Senior Grand Deacon.
< JAMES L. CHILD, Esq., of Alna, Junior Grand Deacon.
" ELEAZER WYER, of Portland, Grand Steward.

“, NELSON RACKLYFT, of Portland, * i
“  ISAAC LINCOLN, of Brunswick, ‘¢ o
4 AMOS NOURSE, of Hallowell, 5 xe
; “  BAMUEL STEPHENSON, of Gorham, Grand Sword Bearer,

b SETH CLARK, of Portland, Grand Pursuivant.
u OLIVER S. HARTSHORN, of Rortland, *
4 WILLIAM STEVENS, Grand Tyler.

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.
First District—R. W. Daniel Granger, Esq., of Saco.
Second Distriet—R., W, Cornelius Holland, Esq., of Canton.
Third Distriet—R. W. Henry W. Fuller, Esq,, of Augusta.
Fourth District—R. W. Rebert P. Dunlap, Esq., of Brunswick.
Fifth District—R. W. Jacob MeGaw, Esq., of Bangor.
Sixth District—R. W, Ichabod R. Chadbourne, I%sq., of Eastport.

The foregoing officers were severally installed by the M. W.
Grand Master, cither by themselves or by proxies.
The following Brethren compose the Board of Trustees of the

| Charity I'und:
i M. W. William Swan, Grand Master, ex gfficio.
R. W, Charles Fox, Deputy Grand Master, L

“  Samuel Fessenden, Esq., Senior Grand Warden,
“  George Thacher, Jr., Esq., Junior Grand Warden, *
= William Lord, Grand Secretary. i
“  Simon Greenleaf, Esq.

2 Albion K. Parris, Esq.

“  Daniel Granger, Esq.

“#  Peleg Chandler, Esq,

“  TRobert Boyd, Esq.

The report of the Committee on the subject of a lodge in the
town of Limerick, made to the Grand Lodge last evening, was
now resumed ; which report was read and the further considera-
tion postponed to our next annual communication.
| | R. W. Eleazer Wyer, Nelson Racklyft, and Joseph M. Gerrish
i were appointed a committee to make such additions to the regalia
i and furniture of the Grand Lodge as may be found necessary.

' On motion,




1824.] Grand Lodge of Maine. 103

Voted, That the thanks of this Grand Lodge be presented to the Most Wor-
shipful Simon Greenleaf, Esq., Past Grand Master, for his unremitted and faith-
ful labors, in masonic duties, as connected with the interests of this Grand
Lodge, and for the impartial, dignified and highly intelligent manner in which
he has presided over the same—that he be pleased to accept the best wishes
of all the members of this Grand Lodge, for his prosperity and happiness;
and that he be requested to furnish this Grand Lodge with a copy of his ad-
dress, delivered at this communication, and that the same be printed and cir-
culated with the annual Communication.

The committee on Past Masters’ Diplomas was fully authorized
to procure a plate (or otherwise as they think proper), provided
the expense does not exceed 150 dollars.

Prayers were offered by our Rev. Brother Asa Mead, and the
Grand Lodge was closed in ample form.

Attest, WILLIAM LORD, @. Secretary.

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION.

A Quarterly Communieation of the Grand Lodge of Maine wag
holden at Masons’ Hall in Portland, on Thursday, April 8, A. D.

1824,
Peesent—M. W. WILLIAM SWAN, Esq., G. M.
R. W. CHARLES FOX, Esq., D. G. M.
“« SAMULEL FESSENDEN, Esq., 8. G. W.
“ ELEAZER WYER, , asJ. G. W.
“  JOSEPH M. GERRISH, G. Treasurer.
“  WILLIAM LORD, Ree. G. Secretary.

“  BSAMUEL STEPHENSON, as G. Marshal.
" NELSON RACKLYFT, 8. 6. D.
" CHARLES B. SMITH, “«J. G D,

“  DANIEL CLARK, “ G. Steward.

“ SETH CLARK, G. Pursuivant.
“ OLIVER 8. HARTSHORN, « f

“  WILLIAM STEVENS, G. Tyler.

The following Lodges were represented, viz i—
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Portland, No. 1 Blazing Star, No. 30
St. George, b { Harmony, “ 38
A, Land Mark, el Alna, « 43
Tranquil, £ .29

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form.

The petition of Joel Wellington and others, praying for a
charter to hold a Lodge in the town of China, county of Kennchee,
by the name of Central Lodge, was laid before the Grand Lodge;
read, and committed to R. W. Samnel Fessenden, Joseph M.
Gerrish and Samuel Stephenson; which committee reported that
the prayer of said petition be granted. ¥

Voted, That the foregoing report be accepted, and that a charter be granted
accordingly.

The petition of Joseph Whitney and others, praying for a
charter to hold a Lodge in the town of Calais, by the name of
St. Croix Lodge, was laid before the Grand Lodge; read, and
committed to R. W. Charles I'ox, Daniel Clark and Eleazer
Wyer; which committee reported that the prayer of said petition
be granted; but as it appears to the committee from official
information that one of the petitioners, viz. Lorenzo Rockwood,
has been expelled from a regular Lodge, and no information that
he has been restored, they therefore recommend that his name
may not be inserted in the charter, unless it shall appear to the
Grand Lodge that he has been restored.

Voted, That the foregoing report be accepted, and that a charter be granted
accordingly.

A'petition from Somerset Lodge praying for permission to hold
their meetings in alternate years in Milburn, near Skowhegan
falls, and in Norridgewock village, was laid before the Grand
Lodge. Read and committed to R, W. Samuel Fessenden, Joseph
M. Gerrish and Seth Clark,

Which Committee reported, That

Referring to the original petition, we find that the approbation of the District
Deputy Grand Master was obtained to the prayer thereof, which was, that the
Lodge might be holden in alternate years in Norridgewock and Canaan or Bloom-
field. We therefore consider his approbation as in fact accompanying the
present petition; and inasmuch as your committee are satisfied that it would
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be for the benefit of Somerset Lodge that it be holden alternately at Norridge-
wock and Milburn, instead of Bloomfield, would recommend that their request
be granted, and that said Lodge hereafter and during the pleasure of the
Grand Lodge, be holden at Norridgewock and Milburn alternately. o

Which Report was accepted.

The Recording Grand Secretary rveported the proceedings of
the Board of Trustees of the Charity fund of the Grand Lodge,
at a stated meeting, April 5, 1824, and that one vacancy existed
in said Board of Truostees.

A petition from Amity Lodge, praying for a remission of part
of the balance due the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, and by -+
their assignment now due the Grand Lodge of Maine, was laid
before the Grand Lodge ; read, and committed to the Committee
on Finance,

Voted, That our R. W. Brother Joseph M. Gerrish, Treasurer of this Grand
Lodge, be authorized to assign over and present fo the widow of our late Bro.
Oliver Bray, Esq., two notes due from him to this Grand Lodge, one for the
sum of $61.29, with interest, the other for $230.74, with interest, that she may
file them for her own benefil as a demand against the estate of her deceased
husband.

R. W. Brother Woodbury Storer, Jr., Esq., was unanimously
chosen a member of the Board of Trustees of the Charity fund,
to fill the vacaney which existed in said Board.

The Grand Lodge closed in ample form.

Afttest, WILLIAM LORD, G. Sceretary.

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION.,

A Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine
was holden at Masons’ Hall in Portland, on Thursday, July 8,
A. D. 1824,

Presext—M. W, WILLIAM SWAN, Esq., G. M.
R. W. CHARLES FOX, Esq., D. G. M.
" SAMUEL FESSENDEN, Eeq., 8. G. W




106 Proceedings of the [July,

R, W. GEORGE THACHER, Esq., J. G. W.
t*  DANIEL GRANGER, Esq., G. Treasurer.

e WILLIAM LORD, G. Secretary.
. %  SAMUEL STEPHENSON, as G. Marshal.
12 ELEAZER WYER, “ 8. G. Deacon,
= NELSON RACKLYFT, “ J, G. Deuncon.
- OLIVER GERRISIH, “ (5, Steward.
£ JOHN CHUTE, Jr., L =
e SETH CLARK, G. Pursunivant.
L4 OLIVER S, HARTSHORN, ¢ £
% WILLIAM STEVENS, Grand Tyler.
The following Lodges were represented, viz :—
Portland, No. 1 Blazing Star, No. 30
Saco, g Somerset, * 34
Orient, wilb Casco, “ 36
A, Land-Mark, =17 Harmony, “ 38
Oxford, “18 Morning Star, w 4]

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form.

A remonstrance from Eastern Lodge at Eastport, was read and
committed to B, W, Charles Fox, Samuel Fessenden and John
Spring.  Which Committee reported :

That the appointment of District Deputy Grand Masters, is by the rules
and regulations of the Grand Lodge, exclusively placed under the control of
the Most Worshipful Grand Master ; whose duty it is to appoint those officers.
That it hence results that the subject matter of this remonstrance is not within
any powers vested in the Grand Lodge as such. That such remonstrance
should be addressed to the Grand Master, for which reasons the committee
would recommend that the remonstrance be put on file, and the Secretary be
directed to furnish Lastern Lodge with a copy of this report.

CHARLES T'OX, per order.

i, ™

Which report was read and aceepted.

The Committee on Past Masters’ Diplomas, reported, that they
had completed the business assigned them by procuring a plate
and having a sufficient number of Diplomas printed for present
use. Which report was accepted and the committee discharged.

The Recording Grand Seeretary reported the proceedings of
the Board of Trustees of the Charity Fund of the Grand Lodge
at a stated meeting, July 5, 1824,—and that one vacancy existed
in said Board of Trustees,

T LI SR —— e T
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The following resolution was submitted by R. W. Daniel
Granger, Esq.: '

Resolved, That the 3d section of the Gth chapter of the By-Laws of the
Grand Lodge, be so altered as to read thus: The Trustees of the Charity
Fund shall meet at Portland, at 3 o’clock in the afternoon of the day of each
Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge. The remainder of the see-
tion to stand as it now does.

Which was read, and the further consideration of it postponed
to our next communication, and ordered to be communicated to
the several Lodges under this jurisdiction,

R. W. Thomas Browne, of Portland, was chosen a member of
the Board of Trustees of the Charity Fund of the Grand Lodge,
to fill a vacancy which existed in said Board.

M. W. William Swan, R. W. Samuel Fessenden and R. W.
Charles Fox, were appointed a Committee to correspond with
other Grand Lodges in the United States on the subject of erect-
ing a Monument over the Tomb of Washington.

The Grand Lodge was closed in ample form,

Attest, WILLIAM LORD, 6. Sceretary.

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION.

A Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine
was holden at Masons’ Iall in Portland, on Thursday, October

14, A. D. 1824.
Prgsext—M. W. WILLIAM SWAN, Ezq,, G. M.
R. W. CHARLES FOX, Esq., D. G. M.
i CHARLES B, SMITH, as 8. G. W.
Lo MOSES SPRING, “J. G W.
" JOSEPH M. GERRISH, G. Treasurer.
" WILLIAM LORD, G. Secretary.

L NELSON RACKLYFT, us G. Marshal.
L Rev. JONA. GREENLEAT, G. Chaplain.
o Rev. SAMUEL RAND, £t "
4 OLIVER S. HARTSHORN, as 8. G. D.




Proceedings of the [Oct.

R. W. DANIEL CLARK, asJ. G. D,

o JAMES McARTHUR, “ &, Steward.

«  JOHN CHUTE, Jr., waow

“  WILLIAM STEVENS, G. Tyler.

The following Lodges were represented, viz :—

Portland, No. 1 Adoniram, No. 27
Saco, LRI Hermon, « 82
Orient, “ 156 Somerset, 34
St. George, L | Casco, « 36
A. Land Mark, “ 17 Morning Star, 41
York, v 22

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form. Prayer was
offered by Rev. Jonathan Greenleaf, Senior Grand Chaplain.

The resolution submitted by R. W. Daniel Granger, Esq., at
our last communieation, proposing an amendment in the By-Laws,
was taken into consideration and unanimously adopted.

On motion,

Voted, That blank proxies be printed and sent to the several Lodges under
our jurisdiction.

R. W. Brother Samuel Emerson presented a petition from
York Lodge, prz;ying that this G. Lodge would assume their loss
(recently sustained by fire) as a family misfortune. Which was
read and committed to R. W. Charles Fox, Samuel Fessenden
Esq., and Simon Greenleaf, Esq.

The Recording Grand Secretary reported the proceedings of
the Board of Trustees of the Charity fund of the Grand Lodge at
a stated meeting, Oct. 11, A, 1. 1824, "

Prayer was offered by the Grand Chaplain, and the Grand
Lodge was closed in ample form.

Attest, WILLIAM LORD, @. Sccretary.
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ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.

1829.

The Annunal ‘Communieation of the Grand Lodge of Maine
was holden at Mason’s Hall in Portland, on Thursday, January
13, 1825,

Present—M. W. WILLIAM SWAN, Esq., (. Master.
R. W. CHARLES FOX, Esq., D. G. Master.
“  BAMUEL FESSENDEN, Esq., S. G. Warden.
" GEORGE THACHER, Esq., J.G. Warden.
“  JOSEPH M. GERRISH, Esq., G. Treasurer. .
“  WILLIAM LORD, Rec. G. Secretary.
“ JAMES L. CHILD, Esq., as Cor. G. Secretary.
o JESSE ROBINSON, Esq., G. Marshal.
Rev. JONA. GREENLEAF, G. Chaplain.
Rev. SAMUEL RAND, =
- ELEAZER WYER, as 8. G. Deacon.
% NELSON RACKLYFT, “ J. G. Deacon.
d BENJ. D. BARTLETT, “ (. Steward.
i, ABISHA BENSON, 5 "
s SAMUEL STEPHENSON, G. Bword Bearer.
o SETH CLARK, G. Pursuivant.
- OLIVER S. HARTSHORN, ’ »
H WILLIAM STEVENS, G. Tyler.
PAST GRAND OFFICERS.
" SIMON GREENLEATF, Esq,
Distriet Deputy Grand Masters, from the first, second, third, fourth and

sixth Districts.

The following Lodges were represented, viz:—

Portland, No. 1 Oriental, No. 18 Union, No. 81
Lincoln, " g Orient, 156 Hermon, " 32
Hancock, “ 4 St. George, .18 Somerset, v o84
Kennebec, “ 5 A.Land-Mark, * 17 Bethlehem, ' 8b




110 Proceedings of the [Jan.

Amity, No. 6 Oxford, No. 18 Casco, No. 36
Eastern, “ 7 ° Oriental Star, * 21 Washington, * 87
United, “ 8§ York, “ 22  Harmony, “ 38
Saco, “ 9  Belfast, “ 24  Freedom, “ 42
Rising Virtue, “ 10  Temple, “ 26 Alna, “ 43
Pythagorean, i & | Adoniram, 27 Central, s 45
Cumberland, “ 12  Tranquil, *“ 29 :

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form. Prayer was of-
fered by Rev. Jonathan Greenleaf, Senior Grand Chaplain.

The Committee on Finance submitted their Annual Report, as
follows :—

There was a balance in the Treasury at the annual settlement

of the Treasurer’s account, Jan, 1824, §012.93
There has been paid into the Treasury since that period by the
D, D. G. Masters, a5 follows, viz:

By the D, D. G. Master of the 1st District, $240.01
i L3 i L3 2(1 s ﬁl .25
" o € i 3d it 201.12&
[ a i i éth 0 146.12*
i “ i it 5th o 73-61&
i o o W ﬁtll o 1625
———§788.97}
There has been received for two Charters granted since the
last annunal communication, £160.00
Deduct amount applied to Charity Fund, 20.00
— $140.00
Received for a due bill of Mr. Buxton, 3.00
$1794.204

‘There has been paid by the Treasurer since the last annual
settlement, and for which satisfactory vouehers have been
produced to the committee for the following sums ;—

To the increase of the Charity fund, being half the balance in
the Treasury on settlement in 1824, conformable to the

By-Laws, 466.464
Amount of donation to the Charity Fund by the Treasurer,
being the sum allowed him for services, 80,00
Amount paid the Recording Grand Secretary as allowed him
for his services for 1823, 60.00
Amount paid Grand Tyler for his services for 1823, 6.00
* paid for Hall rent up to January 1, 1825, 80.00
“ paid for Printing, Stationery and Postages, 47.63
“ paid the G. Stewards' bills for furniture, &c., 78.16

“  paid for Diplomas, 190.18
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Amount paid to D. D. G. Masters for actual expenses incurred
in the discHarge of their respective duoties, viz:

To D. D. G. Master of First District, §21.49
" " H Second 10.00
i « Thtd 23.33
S o " Fourth * 24.62%
“ “ o Fifth b 12.02%
£01.68
1020.90%
Balance remaining in the Treasury and carried to new account, 764.30
$1704.20}4

The committee have examined the books of the Grand Treasurer, and set-
tled his aceonnt which is hereto annexed, by which there appears the above
balance of §754.30 due to the Grand Lodge; there is however a balance of
8211.504 due to him on settlement of the accounts of the Charity Fund,

leaving a net balance due the Grand Lodge of $5652.704.

They cannot forbear to remark that the books and accounts of the Grand
Treasurer have been kept with great correctness and neatness, and tie duties
of that office have been faithfully and ably performed ; and they recommend
an allowance of the sum of thirty dollars for his services for the past year.

They have also examined the records and books of the Grand Recording
Secretary, and find them correctly and neatly kept, and do recommend an
allowance of the sum of fifty dollars for his services the past year. And to
the Grand Tyler an allowance of six dollars for his services for the same
period.

Your Committee find the dues from all the Lodges in the first, second, fourth
and sixth districts are all paid and the returns made. In the 3d district, there
have been no returns or dues for the past year received from Temple Lodge at
Monmouth, Northern Star at Anson, and Waterville Lodge at Waterville ;
there appears due from Northern Star Lodge for the year 1820, fifty dollars,
and for 1821, thurty-two dollars, making the sum of eighty-two dollars, and
from Temple Lodge for 1822, the sum of $27.62. In the fifth district, there
has been no returns or dues for the past year received from Lygonia Lodge at
Surry, nor Penobscot Lodge at Garland.

All which is respectfully submitted,
CHARLES FOX,
SAMUEL FESSENDEN, » Committee on Finance.
ELEAZER WYER,

‘Which report was aceepted.

N. B. Temple Lodge has since the above report, made returns
and paid up all their dues.
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A statement of the Charity Fund was also submitted, as fol-
lows, viz:

10 Shares in the Bank of Portland, #1000.00
10 “  in the Casco Bank, 1000.00
Amount in promissory noteg satisfactorily secured, 600.00

B2600 00

One half of the $764.24 balance of the Treasurer’'s account applicable by
regulation in the By-Laws, to the increase of the Charity I'und, has been
applied to pay the amount due for stock in Casco Bank.

The Committee to whom was referred the memorial of York Lodge, stating
the loss of their furniture, &e. by fire, and praying that the Grand Lodge would
“assume the loss as a family misfortune,”” having considered the subject, are of
opinion, and respectfully report that it is not expedient that the prayer of the
memorial be granted,

Among the reasons which have led the Committee to this conclusion, it has
oceurred to them that the furniture of subordinate Lodges, is in no case subject
to the egntrol of the Grand Lodge, either in its original purchase or subsequent
disposition, except in ease of suspension of the functions of the individual
Lodge; that the funds of the Grand Lodge so far as they are applicable to
charitable purposes, ought always to be applied to cases of real distress; but
they cannot regard the present loss of York Lodge as a case calling for the aid
of charity from the general fiind ; but rather as a calamity which the members
of that Lodge are abundantly able to retrieve by their own resources: and
that as the general funds of the Grand Lodge were not augmented by the
purchase of the articles destroyed, they ought not to be diminished by replacing
them.

The Committee, however, consider the present, as coming within that class
of cases in which the Grand Lodge has sometimes remitted the dues of
subordinate Lodges, and they accordingly respectfully recommend tlmt the
dues of York Lodge for the year 1824, be remitted.

Considering the facility with which property of every description may be
insured against fire and the low rate of premium, the Committee foel it their
duty to suggest the expediency of keeping the furniture of the Grand Lodge
and of subordinate Lodges always protected by a sufficient policy.

Which is respectfully submitted.

CHARLES ¥OX, per order.

Which report was read and aceepted.

R. W. Simon Greenleaf; Esq., George Thacher, Ksq., and Charles
Fox, were chosen a Committee to comsider and report on the
Foreign Correspondence of the past year.

R. W. Brother Joseph M. Gerrish presented the Grand Lodge
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with the sum of thirty dollars, being the amount allowed him for
ds services as Grand Treasurer the past year, on condition that
one half of said sum be given to our aged Brother William
Stevens, Grand Tyler.

On motion,

Voted unanimously, That the thanks of the Grand Lodge be presented to R.
W. Brother Joseph M. Gerrish for this renewed instance of his liberality.

The Grand Lodge proceeded to the election of officers.

The following R. W. Brethren were' chosen a Committee to
sort and count the votes for Grand Officers, viz: Peleg Sprague,
Isaac Lincoln, and Abisha Benson. Which Committee reported
the following Brethren to be duly elected, viz:

M. W. WILLIAM SWAN Esq., of Portland, Grand Master.
R. W. SAMUEL FESSENDEN Esq., of Portland, Senior Grand Warden.

“  GEO. THACHER Eaq., of Saco, Junior Grand Warden.

“  JOS, M. GERRISH Esq., of Portland, Grand Treasurer.

“  WILLIAM LORD, of Portland, Rec. Grand Secretary.

R. W. Charles Fox, Samuel Fessenden, and Eleazer Wyer,
were chosen a Committee on Finance.

M. W. William Swan Esq., Grand Master elect, was duly
invested by R. W. Simon Greenleaf Esq., Senior Past Master and
Grand Officer present,

The M. W. Grand Master then installed the Senior and Junior
Grand Wardens, Grand Treasurer and Recording Grand Secretary.

R. W. Simon Greenleaf Esq., Charles Fox and Joseph M.
Gerrish, were appointed a Committee to consider the subject of a
contemplated Monument over the Toms of Wasnmxerox, and to
report at the adjournment.

R. W. Peleg Sprague Esq., Simon Greenleaf Esq., James L.
Child Esq.,, Samuel Fessenden Esq., and Abisha Benson, were
appointed a Committee to take into consideration the expediency
of taking some measures to welcome GENERAL LAFAYETTE, in
his intended visit to this State the ensuing season.

The report of the Committee on the petition of John McDonald
and others for a Lodge at Limerick, continued from last annnal
communication, was taken into consideration, and after being
fally discussed, was accepted, and ordered to be put on file,

B
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A petition from Somerset Lodge, praying for permission to
hold said Lodge at Milburn during the year 1825, and afterwards
to be holden alternately at Norridgewock and Milburn, as formerly,
was read and committed to R. W. Samuel Fessenden, Moses
Springer Jr. and Samuel Stephenson.  'Which Committee reported
that the prayer of the petition be granted—which report was
accepted.

Voted, That R, W. Cornelins Holland, Jesse Robinson and Robert P.
Dunlap be a committee to take into consideration the expediency of discon-
tinuing the custop of providing refreshments at the Communications of the
Grand Lodge, and to report at the adjournment,

The Grand Lodge adjourned to Friday evening, January 14,
A, D, 1825, at six o’clock.

Attest, WILLIAM LORD, 6. Secretary.

Mason’s Harr, Portland, Jan. 14, A, D. 1825,
The Grand Lodge met, agreeably to adjournment,
Presext—M. W. WILLIAM SWAN Esq., G. Master,
R. W. CHARLES FOX Esq., D. G. Master.
“  SAMUEL FESSENDEN Esq., 8. G. Warden.
*“  ROBERT P. DUNLAP Esq.,, J.G. Warden, p. ¢.
“ JOSEPH M. GERRISH Esq., G. Treasurer.

*  WILLIAM LORD, Ree. G. Secretary.
“ JAMES L. CHILD Esq., Cor. G. Secretary.
“ JESSE ROBINSON Esq., G. Marshal.

‘“  Rev. JONA. GREENLEAF, G. Chaplain,
“  TRev. SAMUEL RAND, i

“  SAMUEL K. GILMAN, S. . Dencon, p. t.
“ MOSES SPRINGER Jr., J. G. Deacon, p. t.
* ELEAZER WYER, G. Steward,

“ NELSON RACEKLYFT, «

“  SAMUEL STEPHENSON, G. Sword Bearer.
* SETH CLARK, G. Pursuivant.

‘““ QLIVER S. HARTSHORN, o -

“  WILLIAM STEVENS, G. Tyler.

Distriet Deputy Grand Masters from the second, third and fourth Districts,

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form. Prayer was
offered by Rev. Asa Mead,
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The M. W. Grand Master then made the following appoint-
ments for the ensning year, which were announced by the Grand
Marshal, viz:—

R. W. CHARLES FOX Esg., of Portland, Deputy Grand Master.

*  JAMES L. CHILD Esq., of Alna, Cor. Grand Secretary.

“ JESSE ROBINSON Esq., of Hallowell, Grand Marshal.

“* Rev. JONA. GREENLEAT, of Wells, Grand Chaplain.

*  Rev. SAMUEL RAND, of Portland, e "

“  Rev.G. W. OLNEY, of Gardiner, o 5-

*  BENJAMIN D. BARTLETT, of Bath, Senior Grand Deacon.

“ ISAAC LINCOLN, of Brunswick, Junior Grand Deacon.

“  ELEAZER WYER, of Portland, Grand Steward.

“ NELSON RACKLYFT, of Portland, * g

“  AMOS NOURSE, of Hallowell, " “

“  OLIVER GRISWOLD, of Fryeburg, '

“  SAMUEL STEPHENSON, of Gorham, Grand Sword Bearer.

“  BSETH CLARK, of Portland, Grand Pursuivant.

“  OLIVER 8, HARTSHORN, of Portland,

“  WILLIAM STEVENS, of Portland, Grand Tyler.

The above named officers were severally installed by the M.
W. Grand Master, either by themselves or proxies.

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.
First District—R. W. Daniel Granger Esq., of Saco.
Second District—R. W. Cornelius Holland Esq., of Canton.
Third District—R. W. Peleg Sprague, Esq., of Hallowell.
Fourth Distriet—R. W. Robert P. Dunlap Esq., of Brunswick.
Fifth District—I. W. Jacob McGaw Esq., of Bangor.
Sizth District—R. W.

" The following Brethren compose the Board of Trustees of the
Charity Fund :

M. W. William Swan Esq., Grand Master, ex officio.
R. W. Charles Fox Esq., Deputy Grand Master, o

" Samuel Fessenden Esq., Senior Grand Warden, o

“  George Thacher Esq., Junior Grand Warden, e

“  William Lord, Grand Secretary, ¢

*  Bimon Greenleaf Esq.
“  Albion K. Parris Esq.
“ Daniel Granger Esq.
*  Peleg Chandler Esq.
“  Robert Boyd Esq.

“  Thomas Browne Esq.
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A petition from 8Bt. George Lodge at Warren, praying for re-
mission of old dues, was read and committed to R. W, Charles
Fox, Peleg Sprague and Cornelins Holland.

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence reported as fol-
lows:

The Committee to whom was referred the foreign correspondence of the
Grand Lodge for the past year, ask leave to report, That they find that com-
munieations have been received from the Grand Lodges of New Hampshire,
Massachusetts, Connecticut, Vermont, New York, P’ennsylvania, Virginia,
the District of Columbia, Ohio, Indiana, Missouri, Mississippi, Louisiana, and
from the British province of Nova Scotia.

They observe that the Grand Lodge of New Hampshire have voted to dis-
pense with all refreshments at their annual and other meetings.

That the Grand Lodge of Vermont have opened a correspondence with
Brother Fisk, now a missionary in Palestine, for the purpose of obtaining in-
formation on the subject of distributing the Holy Bible in that and other
countries of Asin Minor.

That the Grand Lodge of Missouri have decided that a man maimed by
the accidental loss of a right arm, or deformed in his limbs, though possessing
every other qualification, cannot be admitted to the secrets of Masonry. It
will be recollected that the Grand Lodge of Maine, in the case of one acci-
dentally deprived of a limb, have given a different devision, 'I'he same Grand
Lodge has appropriated funds “for the inclosing and improving a burying
ground.”

The committee observe in the other communications evident tokens of the
growing prosperity of the Craft in all parts of the Union ; but do not perceive
any other transactions of general interest to present to the notice of this Grand
Lodge, except such us have already been acted upon.

Which is respectfully submitted,
SIMON GREENLEAFY, for the Committes. =

Which report was aceepted.

R. W. Simon Greenleaf Esq., Samuel Fessenden Esq., and
Charles Fox Esq,, were appointed a Committee to receive an
examine the Foreign Correspondence for the ensuing year,
report at the next annual communieation.

The Committee appointed to consider what measures it is
pedient to adopt in reference to the contemplated visit to
State of our illustrious Brother General Lafayette, report,

That a committee of nine brethren be appointed, whose duty it shall be
the arrival of General Lafayette in Portland, to present to him an address
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pressive of the high sense entertained by this Grand Lodge of his great and
disinterested services in the cause of humanity, of his pure and elevated
character, and the deep feelings of reverence and fraternal aﬂ'ec_tiou which thie
Grand Lodge collectively and individually cherish for him.
PELEG SPRAGUE, per order.

Which report was accepted, and the following Brethren were
appointed a Committee to carry the same into effeet, viz: M, W.
William Swan Esq, R. W. Samuel Fessenden Esq., Simon
Greenleaf Esq., Peleg Sprague Esq,, George Thacher Esq,, Charles
Fox Esq., Robert P, Dunlap Esq., Rev. Jonathan Greenleaf, and
James L. Child Esq.

The Committee aforesaid were authorized to fill any vacancy
that may occur in the same,

The Committee appointed to consider the subject of a Mon-
ument over the Tomb of Washington, submitted the following
resolve :

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to correspond with other Grand
Lodges, and also with members of the fraternity at Washington, on the sub-
ject of erecting a suitable monument over the remains of our illustrious Bro.
Georce Wasmiscron, at Mount Vernon, and to assure them of the hearty
co-operation of this Grand Lodge to carry it into effect, and that the sum of
one thousand dollars may be calculated on from this State, if necessary ; and
that said committee correspond with the several subordinate Lodges under this
jurisdiction, to recommend and invite them to contribute in aid thereof.

Which resolve was accepted, and the following Brethren were
appointed a Committee of Correspondence, viz: M. W. William
Swan Esq., R. W. Simon Greenleaf Esq.,, Charles Fox Esq., Sam-
uel Fessenden Esq., and Robert P. Dunlap Esq.

A petition from the Committee of York Lodge, praying that
this Grand Lodge would grant them such assistance and relief as
they think proper, towards their loss recently sustained by fire,
was read and committed to R. W. Samuel Fessenden, Samuel
Stephenson, and Robert . Dunlap.

The report of the Committee on the petition of Amity Lodge,
was taken into consideration, and on motion it was

Voted, That Amity Lodge be exonerated from the payment of the balance
of the claims or supposed claims against said Lodge, assigned by the Grand
Lodge of Massachusetts to the Grand Lodge of Maine.
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The Grand Treasurer was aunthorized and directed to have the
regalia and furniture of the Grand Lodge insured against loss by
fire. .

R. W. Samuel Fessenden, Charles Fox, and Simon Greenleaf,
were appointed a committee to consider the subject of a masonic
lecturer for this State.

On motion, it was

Voted unanimously, That this Grand Lodge dispense with all refreshments
except at the annual communieations.

The Recording Grand Secretary reported the proceedings of
the Board of Trustees of the Charity Iund, at their meeting,
January 13, 1825,

The Recording Grand Secretary was authorized to procure
from time to time such number of Diplomas as may be wanted.

R. W. Daniel Granger Esq., having resigned the office of D.
D. G. M. of the first District, R. W. Samuel Emerson Esq., of
Kennebunk, was appointed to that office.

The Grand Lodge closed in ample form.
Attest, WILLIAM LORD, 6. Secretary.

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION.

A Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine
was holden at Masons’ Hall in Portland, on Thursday, April 14,
A. D. 1825,

PresesT—M. W. WILLIAM SWAN, G. Master.
R. W. CHARLES FOX, D. G. Master,
“ SAMUEL FESSENDEN, S. G. Warden.
*“ JOSEPH M. GERRISH, J. G. Warden, p. t.
“ NELSON RACELYFET, G. Treasurer, p. (.
«  WILLIAM LORD, Rec. G. Secretary.
« FELBAZER WYER, G. Marshal, p. t.

“  Rev.JONA. GREENLEAF, G. Chaplain.
“ SETH CLARK, 8. G. Deacon, p. t.
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R. W. CHARLES B. SMITH, J. G. Deacon, p. t.
“ JOHN CHUTE Jr., G. Steward, p.t.
* ELI MERRILIL, L ¥ %
“ OLIVER S. HARTSHORN, G. Pursuivant.
“  WILLIAM STEVENS, G. Tyler.
The following Lodges were represented, viz:
Portland, No. 1 Felicity, No. 19
Amity, g York, w22
Baco, “ 9 Village, “ 25
Orient, “ 1b Blazing Star, “ 30
St. George, “ 16 Hermon, ol -
A. Land Mark, il Somerset, “ 84
Oxford, * 18

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form. Prayers were
offered by the Grand Chaplain. :

R. W. Joseph M. Gerrish, and John L. Megquier, were added
to the Committee on the Petition of York Lodge.

The Report of a Committee of the Trustees of the Charity
Fund, establishing rules and regulations for their government,
was laid before the Grand Lodge. Which being read and duly
considered, the same was approved ; and the Ree. Grand Secretary
was ordered to cause a sufficient number of copies to be printed
and forwarded to the respective D. D, Grand Masters and to the
Lodges under this jurisdiction.

The Recording Grand Secretary reported the proceedings of
the Board of Trustees of the Charity Fund, at their meeting held
this day.

A communication from the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania was
laid before this Grand Lodge. Read and committed to a special
Committee, consisting of . W. Simon Greenleaf Esq., Samuel
Fessenden Esq., Charles Fox Esq., Rev. Jonathan Greenleaf and
Joseph M. Gerrish.

The Committee to whom was referred the petition of York
Lodge, submitted the following Report :

That they are satisfied that York Lodge by a visitation of Providence, has
sustained a very considerable loss, and are thereby become destitute of funds,
and have not wherewith fo pay their just debts, without taking a small Charity
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Fund, made by the voluntary donation of some of the brethren for that
laudable and specific object, and which the Lodge have no right to appropriate.
The Lodge is now in a great measure destitute of furniture, and for what
they have are in' debt. This misfortune which has fallen on them is not the
consequence of misconduct, but one of those accidents, beyond the control of
human providence. And they will probably be obliged to surrender the
Charter unless some aid can be afforded.

They would therefore respectfully recommend, that their dues for the last
year be repaid them, and their dues for the two succeeding years be remitted.

All which is respectfully submitted,
SAMUEL FESSENDEN, per order,

Voted, That the foregoing report be necepted.
Prayers were offered by Rev. Bro. George W. Campbell, and
the Grand Lodge was closed in ample form.

. Attest, WILLIAM LORD, @. Seeretary.,

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION.

A Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine
was holden at Masons' Iall in Portland, on Thursday, July 14,
A, D. 1825,

Presexr—M. W. WILLIAM SWAN,
R. W. OLIVER GERRISH,
*  ARTHUR SHIRLEY,

G. Master.
8. G. Warden, p. t.
J. G. Warden, p. t.

“  JOSEPH M. GERRISH, G. Treasurer.
“  WILLIAM -LORD, Rece. G. Sec'y,
“ NELSON RACKLYFT, G. Marsghal, p. 1.

« EBENEZER SEAVER,
«  DAVID BURBANEK,
«  JOHN CHUTE Jr.,

« ALPHEUS SHAW,

« SETH CLARK,

8. G. Deacon, p. t.
J. G. Deacon, p. t.
G. Steward, p. t.

L14 L3 L3

G. Pursuivant,

“  WILLIAM STEVENS, G. Tyler.
The following Lodges were represented :
Portland, No. 1 Blazing Star, No. 30
Amity, « g Waterville, “ g3
Oxford, “ 18 Somerset, “ 84
Adoniram, LU 1 | Piscataquis, “ 44

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form.
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The Committee appointed at the communication in January
last to address Gen. Lafayette in behalf of this Grand Lodge,
made a verbal report that they had attended to the duty assigned
them, and laid before the Grand Lodge a copy of the address
presented by them and the answer received. Whereupon,

Vuteed, That they be duly entered ongthe records, and placed on the files of
the Grand Lodge.

ADDRESS.

GENERAL LAFAYETTE :

The Grand Lodge of the State of Maine cannot but avail themselves of
the happy, auspicious and exhilarating occasion whicl your presence in this
State presents, of uniting with the mass of our citizens to bid you welcome to
our highly favored and beloved country; of mingling their thanksgivings to
the Supreme Architect and Preserver of the Universe, that in his wisdom and
goodness He has preserved your life and permitted. you to revisit a land en-
deared to you by so many tender and interesting associations,—and whose
glory, progperity and happiness, you have given early, uniform and unequiv-
ocal” evidence are near your heart; of expressing, in common with ten
millions of free and independent human beings, their gratitude that we are
permitted to embrace in the bosom of our nation one of the most powerful
defenders of those rights and privileges and that freedom, cheered and cherished
by which the United States of Awmerica have arisen to be a great, powerful
and happy people—* the praise of the whole earth.”

In addressing you as Masons by the endearing appellation of Brother, they
are assured—from the dignity which your name enrolled with that of Wasn-
1NGTOX in the Archives of the I'raternity has conferred on the institution, as
well as the favor you have shown its members—that they shall not in your
mind be charged with a want of due respect to the elevated station you hold
in society. They feel that in addressing LarvaverTE, they address him
who does rightly appreciate the delicacy ns well as strength of that tie which
unites all the Fraternity, and which is felt to draw so closely in the bonds of
affection, when expressed by the appellation of Brother. You, sir, know how
feable is the chain which binds man to man, of which the artificial distinctions
of rank and wealth and fame are the links, compared with that which the moral
sympathies of our nature—honor, virtue, gratitude, charity and religion—throw
around the heart.

Accept then, illustrious Brother, the heartfelt congratulations which the
Masons of this State proffer you, that through the abounding merey of the
Grand Master of heaven and earth you have been preserved through such
numerous, complicated and imminent dengers and perils, political and moral ;
that your life has been His kind care in the battle field amidst *“ the confused
noise of the warriors and among garments rolled in blood "—from the dagger
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of the assassin, the noxious damps of the prison, the “ pestilence which walketh
in darkness and the destruction that wasteth at noon day” ; for the health and
vigor you are permitted to enjoy ; and especially that you have been brought
from the furnace “as gold seven times purified "—that the serenity which
unsullied virtue and honor confer settles on the evening of your eventful life—
and that you now see the tree of liberty in this country, which you so largely
contributed to plant, extending its foling"a in such exuberance and vigor as to
afford fair promise that the time will come when all nations shall rest under its
shade. .

It is far from the spirit and genius of our institution to use the language of
adulation. To you, illustrious Brother, it is believed it would be unaceeptable,

To touch on all the jpteresting scenes and political convulsions in which
you have borne a conspicuous, and always an honorable part, would require
volumes.

1t is perhaps sufficient to remark, that Americans have never been uncon-
cerned spectators of the path you have trod. With intense anxiety for your
safety, and honor, and glory—your course, always luminous, has been regarded
by the friends of virtue and freedom,—and it is but just to add, their hopes
have been more than realized, p

Itis impossible, however, not to recur more emphatically to the generous,
disinterested, able and conspicuous part which you took in the struggle for our
independence. In a contest hazardous and long doubtful, you nobly and. per-
severingly contended on the side of the oppressed ; and with joy have we
witnessed the spectacle of a united nation gratefully rendering to you tears
and smiles of gratitude and thanksgiving, in return for the blood you so freely
and gallantly shed for them.

As Masons, the members of the Grand Lodge of Maine cannot but feel
grateful for the countenance and encourngement which youn have afforded our
ancient and honorable institution, and the dignity which an example so illus-
trious reflects upon it.

It is surely sufficient to secure respect and veneration to any institution, that
it has numbered with its members a Wasmivaroy and a Lavaverre. None
can doubt, when such are enrolled among its patrons, that it is consecrated to
virtue,

Accept, venerable Brother, from the Grand Lodge of Maine, and through
them from all the Fraternity in this State, a warm, a cordial, a joyous welcome
here. And be assured, that when you shall leave us to return to the * land of
your Fathers’ sepulchres’, and the bosom of abeloved family, the benediction
of the Brethren will attend you; and that it will be their prayer that your
voyage across the ocean may be prosperous,—that the remainder of life’s sea,
which to you during a large part of your course has been agitated and tem-
pestuous, may be calm and serene—and when you shall have passed the dark
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valley of the shadow of death, may a louder and more joyous shout than you
have heard in this land hail you weleome to the portals of Heaven.

(Signed) Wirnrniam Swax,
S. FussENDEN,
Caanvres Fox,
R. P, Duxvrar,
G. W. Orxey,
James L. Cuirp,
Joserr M. GErrisH,
Perer H. GreEx, Maine.
Axmos Nicuowrs,

Committee of
the Grand Lodge
of the State of

Portland, June 25, 1820,

ANSWER RECEIVED.

To the deputation from the Grand Lodge of Maine, General
Laraverre offered his brotherly thanks for their kind Address.
He particularly expressed the gratification he had derived in the
series of his visits, from the sentiments of mutunal and traly fra-
ternal affection which happily unite the Grand and other Lodges
of the American confederacy—a circumstance which he consid-
ered as equally gratifying to the members of the Fraternity, and
useful to the general welfare.

The Recording Grand Secretary reported the proceedings of the
Trustees of the Charity Fund, at their meeting held this day.

The Grand Lodge closed in ample form.
Attest, WILLIAM LORD, G. Secretary.

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION.

A Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine
was holden at Masons’ Ilall in Portland, on Thursday, October
13, A. D. 1825,

Presext—M. W. WILLIAM SWAN,
R. W. CHARLES FOX,
“  DANIEL GRANGER,
“  CHARLES B, SMITH,
“  JOSEPH M. GERRISH,
WILLIAM LORD,
“  SAMUEL STEPHENSON,

G. Master,

D). G. Master.

S. G. Warden, p. .
J. G. Warden, p. t.
G. Treasurer.

Rec. G. Secretary.
G. Marshal, p. .
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R. W. Rev. SAMUEL RAND, G. Chaplain.
“ NELSON RACKLYFT, 8. G. Deacon, p. t.
“ DAVID BURBANK, J. G. Deacon, p. .
“ JOHN L. MEGQUIER, G. Steward, p. .

“  ELI MERRILL, . oW e
“  OLIVER 8, HARTSHORN, G, 'ursuivant.

‘ SETH CLARE, 4& o
“  WILLIAM STEVENS, G. Tyler.
The following Lodges were represented, viz :
Portland, No. 1 York, No. 22
Amity, " o8 Village, & 26
United, o 8 Hermon, ¢ 22
Solar, o 14 Somerset, “ 34
Orient, “ 15 Harmony, 38
A. Land Mark, ¢ 17
The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form., .

On motion, [

Voted, That the Committee appointed in January last, to consider the subject
of a Masonic Lecturer, under the approbation of this Grand Lodge, be author-
ized to examine such candidate or candidates as may apply for the office, and
if they deem it expedient, they are anthorized to give any Brother whom they
approve, testimonials of approbation, and letters of recommendation to the
several Lodges under this jurisdiction. All such Lodges as may think proper
to employ the Brother so recommended, will do it at their own expense.

The subject of the petition of Village Lodge was referred to
the determination of the M. W, Grand Master,

A communication from the presiding officer of the Grand
Lodge of New Hampshire was laid before the Grand Lodge;
read, and committed to R. W. Charles Fox, John L. Megquier
and Daniel Granger,

Which committee made the following report :

The Committee to whom was referred the Communication from the Grand
Lodge of New Hampshire, in relation to the erection of a monument at Mount
Vernon, over the remains of our venerated Brother George Washington,
having considered the subject, Report, That as this Grand Lodge have taken
the necessary preliminary steps to effect the object proposed, it is adyisable
that they now appoeint three suitable persons as trustees to represent the Grand
Lodge of the State of Maine at the Convention at Washington as proposed by
said communication, with instructions to report their proceedings to this
Grand Lodge. CHARLES FOX, per order.
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Which report was accepted, and General John Chandler of
Monmouth, Hon. Peleg Sprague of Hallowell, and Hon. William
Burleigh of South Berwick were appointed Trustees agreeable to
the foregoing Report.

The Recording Grand Seecretary reported the proceedings of
the Trustees of the charity fund at their meeting held this day.

The Grand Lodge closed in ample form.

Attest, WILLIAM LORD, @. Secretary.
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ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.
1826.

The Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine
was holden at Masons’ Hall in Portland, on Thursday, January

12, A. D, 1826, :
Presenr—M., W. WILLIAM SWAN, G. Master.
R. W. CHARLES FOX, D. G. Master.
“ SAMUEL FESSENDEN, 5. G. Warden.
“  ROBERT P. DUNLAP, J. G. Warden, p.t.
“  JAMES CODMAN, G. Treasurer, p. t.
“  WILLIAM LORD, Rec. G. Secretary.
“  JAMES L. CHILD, Cor. G. Secretary.

“ SAMUEL STEPHENSON, G. Marshal, p. t.
“  Rev. JONA. GREENLEAF, G. Chaplain.
o “ SAMUEL RAND, o b
“  BENJAMIN D. BARTLETT, S.G. Deacon.
“ ELEAZER WYER, J. G. Deacon, p. t.
* NELSON RACELYFT, G. Steward.
“ AMOS NOURSE, " “
“ OLIVER S. HARTSHORN, G. Pursuivant.
“ SETH CLARK, “ “
“  WILLIAM STEVENS, G. Tyler.
PAST GRAND OFFICERS,
R. W. SIMON GREENLEAF Esq.
District Deputy Grand Masters from the first, second and fourth Districts.

The following Lodges were represented :

Portland, ‘No. 1 A. Land-Mark, No. 17 Hermon, No. 32
Lincoln, " B Oxford, “ 18  Waterville, “ 88
Hancock, “o4 York, “ 22 Somerset, ‘M
Amity, “ 6  Freeport, w28 Casco, “. 86
Eastern, “ 7 Belfast, “ A Washington, “ar
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United, No. 8  Temple, No. 256 Harmony, No. 38
Saco, 5 g Yillage, o 26 Morning Star, Ll ¢ |
Rising Virtue, ** 10 Adoniram, wan Freedom, “ 42
Cumberland, w12 Tranquil, L Piseataquis, “ 44
Orient, *“ 156  Blazing Star, “ 30 Central, “ 45
St. George, 16 Union, “ 81

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form. Prayers were
offered by the Senior Grand Chaplain.

The Committee on Finance submitted their annual Report, as
follows :
There was a balance in the Treasury at the annual settlement
of the Treasurer’s account, January, 1825, 2764.30

There has been paid into the Treasury since that period by the
D. D. G. Masters, viz:

By the D. D, G. Master of the 1st District, $221.374
L i = ® 2d i 66,124
" b H 5f gd  » $064.88
And for arrearages due from Temple Lodge
for the years 1822 and 1824, 52,124
— 406.50§
By the D. D, G. Master of the 4th District, 262.494
“ “ " “ o gth 90.00
£1046.50
Received for charter to Piscataquis Lodge, . 80.00
Deduet applied to Charity Fund, 10.00
70.00
$1880.80
There has been paid by the Treasurer gince the last annual set-
tlement, and for which satisfactory vouchers were pro-
duced, the following sums, viz:
To increase the Charity Fand, being half the amount of bal-
ance in the Treasury on settlement, January, 1825, in
conformity to the By-Laws, 482,15
Amount of donation to the Charity Fund by the Grand Treas-
urer, being the sum allowed him for services, 30.00
Amount paid the Rec. Grand Secretary as allowed him for his
services for 1824, 50,00
Amount paid the Grand Tyler for services, 6.00
“  paid premium for Insurance on furniture &c., 2.88
 paid Hall rent up to January 18206, 40.00
£ paid for printing, stationery and postage, 656144
¥ paid the Grand Stewards’ bill for furniture &e., 654.14

o paid for parchment for Diplomas, 92,92
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Amount paid for printing Diplomas, 57.41
“  paid York Lodge dues for 1824 and 1825, remitted by
vote of Grand Lodge in consequence of misfortune
by fire, : 37,50
*  paid accounts of D.D. G. Masters for actual expenses
in the discharge of their official duties as follows :

D. D, G. Master of First District, 25.06
e “  Becond “ 6.00
LR R 17.274
. “  Fourth “ 6.76
* e e Bigh 4 5.55
$61.534
Balance remaining in the Treasury Jan. 1826, and carried to new
account, 1001.11
, $1850.80
The Charity Fund of Grand Lodge consists of
10 shares in Bank of Portland, 1000.00
10 shares in Casco Bank, 1000.00
Sundry Notes of hand well secured on interest, 650,00
Balance unapplied in hands of Treasurer, 89.04
Interest accumulated on Notes and Bank Stock since
last dividends to this period, estimated at TL76
One half of bal. of Treasurer's account, conformable
to the By-Laws, 500.56)
—83311.944

The Committee have settled the Grand Treasury Account, exhibiting the
above balance due the Grand Lodge of £1001.11. They have also examined
the books of the Grand Treasurer and Recording Grand Secretary, and with
pleasure state that they have been kept with great correctness and neatness,
and the duties of these officers have been performed with fidelity and satis-
faction to the Committee, who recommend as a compensation for their services
the past year, to the Grand Treasurer the sum of thirty* dollars, and to the
Recording Grand Secretary the sum of fifty dollars. They also recommend
as a compensation to the Grand Tyler, the sum of eight dollars for his services
during the same period,

Your Committee have no knowledge of any outstanding debts due by the
Grand Lodge.

As it is the duty of the Committee to make a faithful report of the financial
concerns of the Grand Lodge, it is with much pleasure that they obscrve a
great degree of punctuality in many of the District Deputy Grand Masters,
and the Lodges within their respective districts, in paying their dues and
settling their accounts with the Grand Treasurer; it is at the same time with
much regret that they observe and report a want of this punctuality in others,
In the first, second, fourth and sixth districts, the returns have all been made
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and the dues paid into the Treasury. In the third district the returns have
been made and the dues paid in, except from the following Lodges :—Northern
Star, at Anson, stands indebted on the books of the Treasurer for the year
1820, the sum of fifty dollars, and for the year 1821, the sum of thirty dollars.
There has not been any returns or dues received from this Lodge for the years
1824 or 1825, nor has there been any returns or dues received from Waterville
Lodge in this district for 1821, From the fifth district there has not been any
returns or dues received for the year 1825. Ligenia Lodge, at Surry, and
Penohscot Lodye, at Garland, in this district, did not make any returns or pay
any dues for the year 1524, .

It is the express duty of every Lodge to make their returns and pay their
dues annually to the D. D. G. Masters, a part of whose duty it appears to be
to receive thiose returns and make their remarks thereon, If this was more
generally attended to, it might show to the Grand Lodge the prosperous or
declining state of Masonry and the reasons why Lodges are in arrears. If
Lodges have not the ability to pay their dues, they ought either to petition
the Grand Lodge for a remission of such dunes, or surrender their charters
until they have the ability to pay them.

Your Committee would suggest the expediency of delinquent Lodges obtain-
ing a loan from the funds of the Grand Lodge, and paying up their dues. By this
means the pernicious cnstom of suffering arrearages to accumulate might be
avoided, as also their liability of incurring the penalty contained in the Oth
gection of the 4th chapter of the By-Laws of the Grand Lodge.

Your Committee would further suggest for the consideration of the Grand
Lodge, the propriety of amending the By-Laws so as to preclude any Lodge
from being represented, or having a vote in Grand Lodge, until all dues are
paid or canceled.

CHARLES FOX,
SAMUEL FESSENDEN, ~ Commiltee on Finance.
ELEAZER WYER, 5

Which Report was read and accepted.

That part of the Report of the Committee on Finance which
suggests an amendment in the By-Laws, was committed to R.
W. Amos Nourse, James L. Child and Robert Kendall.

The Committee on the petition of St. George Lodge was
discharged.

The Grand Lodge proceeded to the election of officers.

M. W. William Swan, at a previous communication of the
Grand Lodge, declined being a candidate for re-clection to the
office of Grand Master.

9
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The following R. W. Brethren were chosen a Committee to
sort and count the votes for Grand Officers, viz: Samuel Emerson,
Amos Nourse and Daniel Granger, which Committee reported
the following Brethren to be duly elected, viz:

M. W. CHARLES FOX of Portland, Grand Master,

R. W. SAMUEL FESSENDEN of Portland, Senior Grand Warden,
., R, W. GEORGE THACHER of Saco, Junior Grand Wardep.

R. W. JOSEPH M. GERRISH of Portland, Grand Treasurer.

R. W. WILLIAM LORD of Portland, Recording Grand Secretary.

R. W. William Swan, Samuel Fessenden and Eleazer Wyer,
were chosen a Committee on Finance.

M. W. Charles Fox, Grand Master eleet, was duly invested by
R. W. William Swan, Past Grand Master.

The M. W. Grand Master was pleased to appoint R. W. Samuel
Fessenden to the office of Deputy Grand Master, and he was
duly installed as such.

Voted, That we now proceed to the choice of a Senior Grand Warden, to fill
the vacancy occasioned by the appointment of R. W. Samuel Fessenden to the
office of Deputy Grand Master.

R. W. George Thacher declined, through R. W. Daniel Granger,
aceepting the office of Junior Grand Warden.

R. W. George Thacher was then chosen Scenior Grand Warden.

Voted, That we now proceed to the choice of a Junior Grand Warden.

R. W. Robert P, Dunlap was elected to that office.

R. W. Brother Joseph M. Gerrish presented the Grand Lodge
with the sum of thirty dollars, being the amount allowed him for
his services as Grand Treasurer the past year, and recommended
that the same be given as a donation to our aged Brother William

 Stevens, Grand Tyler.

On motion,

Voted unanimously, That the thanks of the Grand Lodge be presented to B.
W. Bro. Joseph M. Gerrish, for this renewed instance of his liberality.

The Grand Lodge adjourned to Friday evening next, Jan-
uary 13,
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Mason’s Havrr, Portland, Jan. 13, 1826,
The Grand Lodge met by adjowrnment from January 12, 1826.

Presext—M. W. CHARLES FOX Esq.,
R. W. JAMES L. CHILD Esq.,

“  TROBERT P. DUNLAP Esq.,
“ JOSEPH M. GERRISH Esq.,
“  WILLIAM LORD,
“  SAMUEL STEPHENSON,
“  Rev. SAMUEL RAND,
“ ROBERT KENDALL,

G. Master.

8. G. Warden, p. t.
J. G. Warden, p. 1.
G. Treasurer.

Rec. G. Secretary.
G. Marshal, p.t.
G. Chaplain.

8. G. Deacon, p. t.

* ARTHUR SHIRLEY, J. G. Deacon, p. t.

“ ELEAZER WYER, G. Steward.

“ NELSON RACKLYFT, £

“ SETH CLARK, G. Pursuivant.
“ QLIVER S. HARTSHORN, i 4

“ JOHN LEACH, G. Tyler, p. t.

PAST GRAND OFFICER,
“  WILLIAM SWAN Esq.

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form.

Prayers were offered by the Grand Chaplain.

The Senior and Junior Grand Wardens, Grand Treasurer and
Recording Grand Secretary were duly installed, either by them-
selves or proxies,

ThesM. W. Grand Master then made the following appointments
for the ensuing year, which were announced by the Grand Mar-
ghal, viz:

R. W. JOHN L. MEGQUIER of Portland, Cor. Grand Secretary.

“  BAMUELL K. GILMAN of Hallowell, Grand Marshal.
“  Rev.JONA. GREENLEAF, of Wells, Grand Chaplain.

#  Rev. SAMUEL RAND, of Portland, L "

“ Rev. ASA MEAD, of Brunswick, i o

“  BENJAMIN D. BARTLETT, of Bath, Senior Grand Deacon.

“ ISAAC LINCOLN, of Brunswick, Junior Grand Deacon. .
“ ELEAZER WYER, of Portland, Grand Steward.

“ NELSON RACKLYFT, of Portland, * 2

“  OLIVER GRISWOLD, of Fryeburg, “ o

“  JOSEPH CHANDLER, of Augusta, =

“  SAMUEL STEPHENSON, of Gorham, Grand Sword Bearer.
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R.W. SETH CLARK, of Portland, Grand Pursnivant.
*  OLIVER 8. HARTSHORN, of Portland,
“  WILLIAM STEVENS, of Portland, Grand Tyler.

The above named officers were severally installed by the M,
W. Grand Master, either by themsclves or proxies.

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

First Districte—R. W. Rev. Reuben Nason, of Gorham.
Second District—R, W. Reuel Washburn Esq., of Livermore.
Third District—R., W. Amos Nourse Esq., of Hallowell.
Fourth District—R. W. John Miller Iisq., of Warren.

Fifth District—R. W. David J. Bent Esq., of Bangor.

Sixth District—R. W. Libbeus Bailey Fsq., of Eastport.

The following Brethren compose the Board of Trustees of th
Charity Fund :

M. W. Charles Fox Esq., Grand Master, ex officio.
R. W. Samuel Fessenden Esq., Deputy Grand Master, “
George Thacher Esq., Senior Grand Warden, i
“  Robert T. Dunlap Esq., Junior Grand Warden, i
" William Lord, Rec. Grand Secretary, “

“  Bimon Greenleaf Esq.
“  Albion K. Parris Isq.
‘*  Daniel Granger Esq.
“  Peleg Chandler Esq.
“  Robert Boyd Esq.

“  Thomas Browne Esq.

The committee appointed to consider the subject of a  Gra
Lecturer, submitted the following Report, viz:

To the Grand Lodge of Muine.

The Committee on the subject of instruction in lectures and work, respec
report, That they have examined Brother Samuel Kidder, and being sati
that he was worthy, well qualified, and skilled to teach, they gave him
certificate of which a copy is herewith annexed.

SAMUEL rnsszsnzs,}
CHARLES FOX, Committee,
SIMON GREENLEATF,

‘We the undersigned, a committee of the Grand Lodge of Maine, appo
for this purpose, do hereby certify, that we have examined the lectures f
work of Bro. Samuel Kidder, in the three first degrees of Masonry, and
satisfled with the same as correct; and we recommend to the several Lodg
under this juriediction to avail themselves of his instruction so far as they mi
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need the same, until the next annual communication of the Grand Lodge in
January ensuing, at which time it is understood that the subject may receive
further attention,
Signed, SIMON GREENLEAF,
CHARLES FOX.
Portland, October 25, 1825,

Which report was aceepted.

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence submitted the
following Report, viz:

The Committee to whom were referred the communications from other
Grand Lodges, bave examined those which the Grand Secretary has received
during the past year; and are happy to announce to the Grand Lodge that
they contain indications of the continued and increasing prosperity of Masonry
on this side the Atlantic.

The Committee have seen nothing which calls for more particular notice,
except in the report of the Committee of Correspondence of the Grand Lodge
of Georgia.

It will be recollected that in the printed report of our transactions of the last
year a former decision of this Grand Lodge was very briefly adverted to, that
a person ““ accidentally deprived of a limb,” was not on that account an ineligible
- candidate for initintion into the mysteries of Masonry. It was not thought
necessary at that time to name the particular limb of which the party in that
case was deprived ; but we observe with regret that the committee of the
Grand Lodge of Georgia have understood our decision to be, that a man
“ mnimed by the accidental loss of a right arm, or deformed in his limbs," was
not, on those accounts, to be rejected. While your Committee are satisfied that
& more strict attention to the language of the report of the last year would not
have led to the inference above alluded to, they deem it proper to observe that
the case upon which this Grand Lodge adjudicated was not that of a person
deprived of an arm; but was a case where the party, while standing as a
candidate on the books of the Lodge, was accidentally deprived of a limb,
which, however, did not unfit him for any masonic labor whatever. Upon the
general question respecting persons maimed or infirm, we understand the
practice of this Grand Lodge and of all the Lodges under this jurisdiction to
have been uniformly in exact accordance with the principle which is so clearly
and vigorously expressed by the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania in their resolu-
tion of March 7, 1825, in these words :—* T'hat no person can be initiated into
the mysteries of Freemasonry, either by dispensation or otherwise, who is so
far maimed or defeetive in his limbs or members, as to be incapable of gaining
u livelihood for himself and family, or to perform all the work required of any
individual member, within the body of a Lodge.”

It was to guard Masonry on this side, as well as on every other, from
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innovation, that this Grand Lodge, in the first section of our by-laws, recog-
nized “all the ancient usages of Freemasonry,” as “essential and unalterable

principles.”
SIMON GREENLEAT,
CHARLES FOX, Committee.
SAMUEL FESSENDEN,
‘Which report was accepted.
The following Report was presented:

The committee to whom was referred the report of a committee of the
Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania of March 21, 1825, and the Resolutions of that
Grand Lodge thercupon, have attended the service assigned them, and ask
leave to report by way of letter addressed to the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania,
which is herewith submitted.

SIMON GREENLEAF,
CHARLES FOX,

BAMUEL FEBSENDEN,
JONATHAN GREENLEAF,

Clommittee,

GRAND LODGE OF MAINE.

Portland, Jan. 12, 1826.
To the Most Worshipful the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania,

Brerurex :—The Grand Lodge of Maine have received your communication
of the 21st day of March last, and have given it that deliberate consideration
which is due to such u document, from so respectable a source. In reply we
will state our views of the subject with plainness and freedom, being desirous
of being distinctly understood, and of preserving with you and every othe
Grand Lodge an interchange of the kindliest feelings.

The annually printed journal of our proceedings is primarily and mainl
designed for the Lodges under our jurisdiction, and not for foreign distribution
a single copy only being sent to the Grand Lodges with whom we are
correspondence. For this reason it is not to be expected that we should

be necessary, since they would be generally intelligible to our own
who are represented in Grand Lodge by their proxies, and have ready ace
to our records and files ; and there are other reasons for this brevity on, ce
subjects, which will always present themselves to the mind of a Mason,
It was therefore with sincere sorrow, though without any feelings of rese
ment, that we found your respected Grand Lodge had proceeded to pa
resolutions charging us as innovators, and refusing to recognize as Muson
certain class of persons who might be initiated among us; instend of fin
asking us for an explanation of the very brief notice of that part of of
proceedings which seems to have given offence. We were not aware th
committing to writing as much as we did on that occasion we violated
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rule of masonry; since it is a matter of common notoriety that secrecy is
enforced among us under certain obligations, which are directly alluded to in
books published under the authority of various Grand Lodges—especially
those of Maryland, South Carolina, and England, j

We presume, from the tenor of your communication, that we were supposed
to use the word ““affirmation” in the sense it is used in the judicial proceedings
of your State, and to dispense with all the solemn penal sanctions of our
obligations. We beg leave to say that such was not the fact. The utmost
latitude to which the practice of any of our Lodges has gone, as we believe,
and the extent of our permission, has been to substitute the word “ affirm” for
the word  swear" ;—retaining every other word of the ritual. And the ques-
tion before us was, whether, in cases where the party deemed it a violation of
his religious principles to make use of the one word, in solemn transactions,
the other might be lawfully substituted.

In discussing this subject, we examined the character of our ritual, to discern
in what its attribute of immutability consisted, and what were its true *land-
marks.” We perceived at once that there was no immutability in the language
of the lectures, since in some particulars almost every State and section of the
Union has a phraseology of its own. Some lecturers are more concise in their
illustrations, and all are not exactly agreed in the manner of distributing the
subjects they teach. Neither have we been able to discover an unchangeable
character in every part of the work. Examining and conversing with Masons
from different parts of this country and of Burope, we have been made
acquainted with some ceremonies used in private Lodges to which we were
strangers, and which we should blush to acknowledge as legitimate parts of
our mysteries. Others too of a less exceptionable character, we have found
sanctioned by officers of some Grand Lodges, and rejected by others, according
as they deemed the evidence of their antiquity to preponderate. In the en-
deavors of other Grand Lodges also to promote unifermity of work in the Lodges
under their jurisdiction, we have found proofs of the existence of great diver-
sities of practice.

We also considered that the language in which our formulse were originally
conceived is now either lost, or wholly unknown to masons; so that there
exists no common standard to which, in matters of this sort, we can appeal.
Neither can it be ascertained how many times they have been translated, nor
through what languages they have come down to us, v

But in the midst of all these diversities, resulting from causes to which we
have adverted, it is happily certain, that in the great essentials all Masons are
agreed.

And on this principle, we could perceive that however the language of differ-
ent nations might vary, yet the signification of the word swear was the same
in all those to which we had access—meaning * to obtest by some superior
power” ; and that an ¢ath wag nothing more nor less than any “affirmation, or
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negation, or promise, corroborated by the attestation of the Divine Being.”
In other words, we conclude, that while the language of different nations must
of course be various, and ours has no claim to be the vernacular tongue of
masonry, it is highly probable, and indeed reasonably certain, that in trans-
lating out of a foreign language into our own, the word which is usually ren-
dered swear, may with equal propriety be rendered by any other or others,
importing solemnly and religiously to declare and afirm. The essence of the
oath is, to bind the conscience of the party to the performance of his engage-
ment, by a solemn and express appeal to the Supreme Being ; and where this
is obtained, we did not consider it material whether the word swear or
solemnly affirm was used, provided every other part of the obligation was re-
tained.

In this view of the subject, we thought it somewhat analogous to the trans-
lation of the Holy Seriptures into our own langoage ; where no man would be
regarded as heretical who in any instance should adopt the marginal reading
in our common Bible, in preference to the received text.

There are many other arguments on this side of the question, which may be
drawn from other parts of our mysteries, which being not proper to be written,
these hints will call to your notice.

And now, permit us affectionately to ask you, our respected Brethren,
whether we are indeed guilty of removing the Ancient Landmarks which our
Fathers have set 7—whether, in adopting another translation of a single word,
retaining the whole force and meaning of the original, and binding the
congcience of the party as firmly, by the same solemn sanctions as before, we
merit the imputation of having proposed “a new mode in which the degrees
of masonry can be conferred,” or of introducing persons into our Order “in
direct opposition to its landmarks”? For these landmarks we feel the same
veneration which was expressed by your Convention on the 25th of February,
15823, and we shall be ever ready to unite with you in the adoption of all
due measures for their preservation.

Trusting that this reply will remove the impressions you seem to have
entertained relative to our proceedings, and will lead to a repeal of your
resolutions thereon, we shall not take notice of this communieation in our
next printed report; but we request that you will do us the favor to make this
our answer as extensively known as has been the report of your committee,
and the resolutions of your Grand Lodge.

And we tender to you our most respectful and affectionate salutations.

Signed by order and in behalf of the Grand Lodge of Maine.

BIMON GREENLEAJY,

CIARLES FOX,

SAMUEL FESSENDEN, Committee.
JONATHAN GREENLEAF,

JOSEPH M, GERRISH,
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Which Report was sccepted, and the same Committee were
requested to sign said letter in behalf of this Grand Lodge, and
cause the same to be forwarded to the Grand Lodge of Penn-
sylvania.

The Committee who were instructed to inquire into the existing condition
of masonry in Palestine and the adjacent countries, ask leave further to report
in part, that they had received a letter from the Rev. Pliny Fisly, which is

herewith submitted.
1ISAAC ADAMS, per order.

Which report was aceepted, and placed on the files of the
Grand Lodge with the letter from the Rev. Pliny Fisk. And the
committee were instructed to prosecute their inquiries.

The committee to whom was referred the consideration of the report of the
Committee of Finance, so far as it relates to a proposed amendment of the
By-Laws, have attended to that service, and recommend the following resolu-
tion :

Resolved, That Section 6th, Chapter 4th of the By-Laws, be so amended as
to provide that whenever any Lodge shall have failed for the space of one
year to pay its dues to the Grand Lodge, such Lodge shall not be allowed a
representation in the Grand Lodge until the said dues are paid or cancelled.

A. NOURSE, per order.

Read and put on file, and ordered to lie over to our next
Quarterly Communication, and that a copy be forwarded to each
subordinate Lodge under this jurisdiction for their eonsideration.

A letter from Dr. James Bates respeeting the loss of a package
and money received by him from Northern Star Lodge, was laid
before the Grand Lodge; read and committed to R. W, Amos
Nourse, Peleg Sprague, and Joseph Chandler, with full powers to
examine into this ease and all others respecting said Lodge.

R. W. Eleazer Wyer, Arthur Shirley and Oliver Gerrish, were
appointed a Committee to inguire into the expediency of procur-
ing a new engraving of a Master Mason’s Diploma, ascertain the
expense, and report at the next Quarterly Communication of this
Grand Lodge.

A Communication from the Grand Lodge of Missouri of Oct.
3, 1825, with the resolutions of that Grand Lodge, was read, and
on motion,

Voted, That the committee which reported on the communication from the
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Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, on the same subject, be requested to prepare
and sign a letter to be forwarded to the Grand Lodge of Missouri, similar to
the one reported and forwarded to the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania.®

R. W. Amos Nourse, William Swan, and Peleg Sprague, were
appointed a Committee to eonsider and report whether an officer
of this Grand Lodge, or of any subordinate Lodge under its
Jjurisdietion, is entitled to act as such by virtue of election merely,
or whether installation either by self or proxy, is also essential.

The petition of David Smith and others, praying for a charter
to hold a Lodge in the town of Buxton, County of York, by the
name of Buxton Lodge, was read and committed to R, W.
Horace Seaver, Robert Kendall and David J. Bent; which com-
mittee reported that it is expedient that the prayer of said peti-
tioners be granted.

Voted, That the report be accepted, and that a charter be granted accord-
ingly.

The petition of Edward Fuller and others, praying for a
charter to hold a Lodge in the town of Readfield, County of
Kennebee, by the name of Lafayette Lodge, was read and com-
mitted to the same committee as the foregoing ; which committee
reported that it is expedient that the prayer of the petitioners he
granted.

Voted, That said report be accepted, and that n charter be granted accord-
ingly. .

A petition from Samuel B, Larkin and others, praying for a
charter to hold a Lodge in the town of Mount Vernon, was read
and committed to the same Brethren ; which committee reported
that it is no¢ expedient that the petition be granted, for good and
sufficient reasons offered them by brethren present.

Voted, That the report of the committee be accepted.

Resolved, That R. W. William Swan, Simon Greenleaf, Joseph M. Gerrish,
Samuel Fessenden, and James L. Child, be a committee to inquire into the
expediency of employing a Grand Lecturer at the expense of this Grand
Lodge, and if in their opinion it be expedient so to do, that they be authorized
and directed to employ such lecturer forthwith, and that they report at the
next Quarterly Communieation.

* The letter sent to the Grand Lodge of Missouri being identical with that to the Grand
Todge of Pennsylvanin, except some slight variations in the laoguage to adapt it to
Missouri, it is not deemed necessary to publish it.
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R. W. Simon Greenleaf, William Swan, and Samuel Fessenden,
were appointed a committee to receive and examine the Foreign
Correspondence for the ensning year, and report at the Annual
Communication.

The Recording Grand Secretary reported the proceedings of
the Board of Trustees of the Charity Fund, at their meeting, Jan-
uary 12, 1826.

The Grand Lodge closed in ample form,

Attest, ~ WILLIAM LORD, @. Secretary.
*

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION.

A Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine
was holden at Masons’ Hall in Portland, on Thursday, April 13,

A. D. 1826,
Presext—M. W. SAMUEL FESSENDEN, G. Master, p. t.
R. W. JOHN L. MEGQUIER, S. G. Warden, p. t.

‘“ ELEAZER WYER, J. G. Warden, p.t.
“ JOSEPH M. GERRISH, G. Treasurer.
“  WILLIAM LORD, Ree. G. Sec'y.
*  SAMUEL STEPHENSON, G. Marshal, p. 1.
*  Rev.JONA. GREENLEAF, G. Chaplain,
“ NELSON RACKLYFT, 8. G. Deacon, p. 1.
“ CHARLES B. SMITH, J. G. Deacon, p. t.
“ EBENEZER SEAVER, G. Steward, p. t.
‘“  JEREMIAH HASKELL, ST M
“  OLIVER GERRISII, G. Pursuivant, p. t.
“  WILLIAM STEVENS, G. Tyler.

PAST GRAND OFFICER,
R. W. WILLIAM SWAN.

The following Lodges were represented, viz:

Portland, No. 1 Waterville, No. 33
A, Land Mark, “ 17 Somerset, o34
Oriental Star, 21 Casco, “ 36
Village, 0.2 Harmony, Gl |
Blazing Star, “ 30 Buxton, “ 47

Hermon, L
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The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form. Prayers were
offered by the Grand Chaplain.

A communication from Lincoln Lodge was laid before the
Grand Lodge. Read and committed to Rev. Jonathan Green-
leaf, Charles B. Smith, and Joseph M. Gerrish.

A eommunication from R. W. Robert P, Dunlap Isq., Junior
Grand Warden, was laid hefore the Grand Lodge. Read and
committed to Rev. Jonathan Greenleaf, Charles B. Smith, and
Joseph M. Gerrish; which committee submitted the following
report :

The Committee to whom was referred the letter from the R. W. Junior
Grand Warden, having attended that service, beg leave to report.

Your Committee ean see no reason why a person, coming from another
State, may not receive any degree of masonry in a Lodge in this State, pro-
vided the Lodge to which he applies are satisfied with him in all other
respects ; believing that every subordinate Lodge will ever exercise the ut-
most caution in receiving candidates, especially when they come from any
considerable distance ; and should any person make application for the honors
of masonry whose place of ordinary residence is in another State, and nearer
to another Lodge than that to which he applies, the Lodge applied to ought
not to proceed without satisfactory information respecting his character from
those who know him better than they do themselves.

JONATHAN GREENLEATF, per order.

Which report was accepted.

The following Resolution which was submitted at the annual
communieation in Jan, 1826, a copy of which has been forwarded
to each subordinate Lodze under this jurisdiction, for their con-
sideration :

* Resolved, That section 5th, chap. 4th of the By-Laws be so amended as to
provide that whenever any Lodge shall have failed for the space of one year
to pay its dues to the Grand Lodge, such Lodge shall not be allowed a
representation in the Grand Lodge until the said duoes are paid or cancelled,”
was taken into consideration and unanimously adopted.

REPORT,

The Committee appointed ‘¢ to inquire into the expediency of procuring a
new engraving of a Master Mason's Diploma, ascertain the expense,” and
report at this communication of the Grand Lodge, beg leave to recommend
the passage of the following order :(—

Ordered, That two hundred dollars be appropriated for the purpose of
procuring the execution of an elegant plate for master mason’s Lodges under
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this jurisdiction, and that a Committee be appointed to agree with an eminent
artist to execute a plate, and that said committee be authorized to draw on the
Grand Treasurer for the sum hereby appropriated.

ELEAZER WYER, l
ARTHUR SHIRLEY, » Committee.
OLIVER GERRISH, s
Which report, was accepted, and R. W. Eleazer W yer, Arthur
Shirley and Oliver Gerrish were appointed a committee to carry
the same into effect.

The Committee to inquire into the state of Masonry in Pales-
tine, reported verbally.

The Recording Grand Secretary reported the proceedings of the
Trustees of the Charity Fund, at their meeting held this day.

Prayers were offered by the Grand Chaplain, and the Grand
Lodge was closed in ample form.

Attest, WILLIAM LORD, @. Sccretary.

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION.

A Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine
was holden at Masons’ Hall in Portland, on Thursday, July 13,
A. D. 1826.

Present—M. W, CHARLES FOX, G. Master.
R. W. SAMUEL FESSENDEN, S. G. Warden, p. t.

“  Rev. REUBEN NASON, J. G. Warden, p. t.
“  JOSEPH M. GERRISH, G. Treasurer.
 WILLIAM LORD, Ree. G. Secretary.
“ NELSON RACKLYFT, G. Marshal, p. t.
“ SETI CLARK, S. G. Deacon, p. t.
“ JEREMIAH HASKELL, J. G. Deacon, p. t.
“  GEORGE L. DARLING, G. Steward, p. t.
“ CHARLES B. SMITH, 5 £ t
“ OLIVER GERRISH, G. Pursuivant, p. t.
“ ARTHUR SHIRLEY, B o i
“  WILLIAM STEVENS, G. Tyler.

The following Lodges were represented, viz :
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Portland, No. 1 Blazing Star, No. 30
Oriental, ¢ 18 Somerset, “ 84
Solar, 14 Harmony, " 38
St. George, “ 16 Piscataquis, " 44

A. Land Mark, * 17

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form, Prayer was
offered by Rev, Reuben Nason,

The petition of Joseph Lord and others, praying for a charter
to hold a Lodge in the town of Newport, county of Penobscot,
by the name of Meridian Splendor Lodge, was read and commit-
ted to R. W. Samuel Fessenden, Horace Seaver and Joseph
M. Gerrish ; which committee reported that it is expedient that
the prayer of the petitioners be granted.

Voted, That the foregoing report be accepted, and that a charter be granted
acecordingly.

A communication from the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania

was laid before the Grand Lodge. Read and committed to R.
W. Simon Greenleaf, Samuel Fessenden and William Swan.

The petition of Stephen Barrows and others, praying for a
charter to hold a Lodge in the town of Thomaston, by the name
of Aurora Lodge, was laid before the Grand Lodge, Read, and
committed to R. W. Samuel Fessenden, Horace Seaver and
Joseph M. Gerrish.

‘Which committee reported, that it is expedient that the prayer
of the petition be granted, and the Brethren therein named have
a charter in conformity to the rules and regulations of the Grand
Lodge.

Voted, That the foregoing report be accepted, and that a charter be granted
accordingly.

Report on a communication from Lincoln Lodge.

The Committee to whom was referred the communication from Lincoln
Lodge relative to the jurisdiction of subordinate Lodges, have had the subject
under consideration, and respectfully ask leave to report,

That by the By-Laws of the Grand Lodge it is provided chap. 4th, sec. Tth,
that * no person residing in a town in which a Lodge is held, shall be accepted
for initiation by a Lodge in any other town, without the approbation of the
Master and Wardens of a Lodge in the town of his residenee.” This appears
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to be the only article in our By-Laws, which relates exclusively to the
jurisdietion of subordinate Lodges, but it does not meet the case proposed by
Lincoln Lodge. The question by them submitted is, whether a subordinate
Lodge has the right to receive candidates for initiation who have passed by
the place where another Lodge is held—or, in other words, whether candidates
should not be obliged in all cases to apply for initiation to the Lodge nearest
to the place of their residence, whether holden in the same town or not.
Upon this point your committee are clearly of opinion that it is unnecessary
to make any further provision. The restriction already existing in our By-
Laws, has been found from experience to be a salutary and judicious one,
but we can readily conceive that, should the principle be changed so as to
compel candidates to apply to the Lodge nearest to their residence, it would in
many cases subject them to great inconvenience ; and we are not impressed
with the belief that Lodges would generally be thereby any better able to
guard against the admission of unworthy candidates.

Itis not always the case that o man is best known to the members of the
Lodge nearest to the place of his residence; his business, his intercourse with
society, with connections and friends, with various other circumstances may
make him better known to a Lodge more remote. We are, however, satisfied
that, all other things being equal, it is more proper for candidates to make
their applications to the nearest Lodges.

With these views, the Committee are of the opinion that the subject of
jurisdiction is sufficiently provided for in the article aforesaid; and that
Lodges have, and ought to have the right to initiate candidates applying from
any town in which no other Lodge is located.

All which is respeetfully submitted,
CHARLES B. SMITH, per order.

Which report was accepted.

The Recording Grand Secrctary reported the proceedings of
the Trustees of the Charity Fund at their meeting held this day.

Prayers were offered by Rev. Reuben Nason, and the Grand
Lodge was closed in ample form,

Attest, WILLIAM LORD, &. Secretary.

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION.

A Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine
was holden at Masons' Hall in Portland, on Thursday, October
12, A, D. 1826.
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Present—M. W. CHARLES FOX, G. Master.
R. W. GEORGE THACHER, S. G. Warden.

“ JOHN L. MEGQUIER, J. G, Warden, p. .
“  JOSEPH M. GERRISH, G. Treasurer.
“  WILLIAM LORD, Ree. G. Secretary.
“  BSAMUEL STEPHENSON, G. Marshal, p.t.
“  Rev.JONA. GREENLEAF, G. Chaplain.
“ NELSON RACKLYFT, S. G. Deacon, p. t.
“ SETH CLARK, J. G. Deacon, p. L.
“  JEREMIAH HASKELL, G. Steward, p.t.
“  OQLIVER 8. HARTSHORN, G. Pursuivant.
*  OLIVER GERRISH, o 46 p-t
“  WILLIAM STEVENS, G. Tyler.

District Deputy Grand Master {rom the fourth District.

The following Lodges were represented :

Portland, No. 1 Waterville, No. 33
A. Land Mark, 17 Casco, “ 36
Oriental Star, « 21 Harmony, 38

Blazing Star, “ 30

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form. Prayers were
offered by the Grand Chaplain.

The Committee appointed at the Annnal Communication in.
January last, to inquire into the expediency of employing a Grand
lecturer at the expense of this Grand Lodge, submitted their
report, which was read, and the further consideration the
referred to our next Communication,

The Recording Grand Secretary reported the proceedings
the Trustees of the Charity Fund at their meeting held this day.

Prayers were offered by the Grand Chaplain, and the Grand
Lodge was closed in ample form.

Attest, WILLTAM LORD, @. Secretary.
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ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.

1337,

The Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine
was holden at Masons’ Iall in Portland, on Thursday, January

11, A. D. 1827.

Presenr—M., W,
R. W.

“

R. W.

CHARLES FOX,
SAMUEL FESSENDEN,
GREORGE THACHER,
ROBERT P. DUNLAP,
JOSEPH M. GERRISH,
WILLIAM LORD,

JOHN L. MEGQUIER,
ROBERT R. KENDALL,
Rev. JONA. GREENLEAF,
“ SAMUEL RAND,
HORACE SEAVER,
DAVID BURBANK,
ELEAZER WYER,
NELSON RACKLYFT,
OLIVER GRISWOLD,
SAMUEL STEPHENSON,
SETH CLARK,

OLIVER S, HARTSHORN,
WILLIAM STEVENS,

G. Master.

D. G. Master.

8. G. Warden.

J. G. Warden.

G. Treasurer,
Rec. G. Secretary.
Cor. G. Secretary.
G. Marshal, p. t.
G. Chaplain.

S. G. Deacon, p. ¢t.
J. G. Deacon, p. t.
G. Steward.

G. Sword Bearer.
G. Pursuivant.

i o

G. Tyler.

PAST GRAND OFFICER.

WILLIAM SWAN,

District Deputy Grand Masters from the first, second, third, fourth and

fifth Districts.

The following Lodges were represented viz:

10
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Portland, No. 1 St. George. No. 16 Somerset, No. 84
Lincoln, “ 8 A. Land-Mark, “ 17 Washington, “. 8%
Kennebee, # 5 Oxford, Lo | Harmony, “ 38
Amity, S Oriental Star, * 21 Penobscot, " 89
Eastern, L York, " 0 Lygonia, " 40
United, Lo Freeport, ¢« 28 Morning Star, 41
Saco, 9 Belfast, - | Alna, “ 43
Pythagorean, * 1 Village, 28 Piscataquis, -
Cumberland, “ 12 Blazing Star, *“ 30 Central, “ 45
Solar, “ 14 Union, “ 81 Buxton, 47
Orient, ¢ 16 Hermon, LU Aurora, ‘B0

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form, Prayers were
offered by the Senior Grand Chaplain.

The Committee on Finance submitted their annual Report, as
follows :
There was a balance in the Treasury on settlement
of the Treasurer’s account, January, 1826, $1001.11

There has been paid into the Treasury since that period by the
D. D. G. Masters of the several districts, as follows :

By the D. D. G. Master of the 1st District, $249.00
“ “ “ LN S 57.00
“ @ “ “ g4 897.20
“ « u “ ah = 234.00
“ “ 9 “ B = 255.62

Received from R. W. J. McGaw, balance ;

from fifth distriet, 00.00

By the D. D. G. Master of the 6th Districs, 87.00
— 1866.91
There has also been paid to the G. Treasurer

for four charters granted, 320.00
Deduct $10 from each, applied to Charity Fund, 40.00

$2051,02

There has been paid by the G. Treasurer since the last annual
settlement, and for which satisfactory vouchers have been
produced, the following sums, viz :

To increase the Charity Fund, being one half the amount
remaining in the Treasury on settlement, January, 1826,
being in conformity to the By-Laws,

Donation to the Charity Fund by the Grand Treasurer, being
the sum allowed him for his services up to Jan, 1820,
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Amount paid the Ree. Grand Secretary for his services up to

January 1826, 50.00
Amount paid the Grand Tyler for services to that period, 8.00
Lid paid Hall rent up to January, 1827, 40.00

o paid for Insurance on furniture against fire, printing,
postage, stationery &c., 69.77
“  paid Stewards’ bills, 53.00

“  paid expenses of D. D). G. Masters, incurred in the
dischurge of their official duties, viz :

D. D. G. Master of First District, 24.50
“® id “ Second * 15.00
L B Third * 35.50
b i " Fourth * 19.12
S5 e - fifth * 34.50
A P s Sixth  “ 14.50
— 143.12
Bro. McGaw, expenses incurred in 1825, 3.87
Balance remaining in the Treasury Jan. 1827, and carried to new
account, 1762.71
$2661.02
The Charity Fund of Grand Lodge consists of
10 shares in Bank of Portland, 1000.00
10 shares in Casco Bank, 1000.00
Sundry Notes of hand well secured on interest, 1200.00
Interest on the above Notes and Bank Stock up
to Jan. 1, 1827, estimated at 100.00
Balance unapplied in hands of the Treasurer, 90.19
190.19

One half of bal. of Treasurer’s account, conformable
to the By-Laws, 881.35

—34271.54

Your Committee are not informed of any outstanding debts against the
Grand Lodge. They have examined the Books of the Grand Treasurer and
the Recording Grand Secretary, and find they have been kept with the neatness
and correctness so often reported to this Grand Lodge ; and all the duties of
those officers have been performed with faithfulness and ability. The com-
mittee recommend an allowance of thirty dollars for the services of the Grand
Treasurer the past year, and an allowance of fifty-five dollars to the Recording
Grand Secretary, and of eight dollars to the Grand Tyler for their respective
services the same period. Itis with much pleasure the committee are able to
report a settlement with all the D. I). Grand Masters, and that from all the
Districts very full and satisfactory returns have been made, evineing the able
and faithful discharge of their respective duties.

Your Committee are not aware of any particular circumstances respecting




148 Proceedings of the [Jan.

the diseharge of their duties, requiring more minute details, and cloge their

Report with expressing their particular satisfaction in being able to present so

favorable a view of the finances of the Grand Lodge.
WILLIAM SWAN, }

BAMUEL FESSENDEN, » Committes on Finance.

ELEAZER WYER,
Which Report was read and aceepted,

The Recording Grand Secretary reported the proceedings of
the Trustees of the Charity Fund at their meeting held this day.

The Grand Lodge proceeded to the election of ofticers, The
following R. W. Brethren were chosen a Committee to sort and
count the votes for Grand Officers, viz: William Swan, Amos
Nourse and John Miller, who reported the following Brethren to
be duly elected, viz:

M. W. CHARLES TOX of Portland, Grand Mastor

R. W. GEORGE THACHER of Saco, Senior Grand Warden.

R. W. ROBERT P. DUNLAP of Brunswick, Junior Grand Warden.
R. W. JOSEPH M. GERRISH of Portland, Grand Treasurer.

R. W. WILLIAM LORD of Portland, Recording Grand Secretary.

R. W. William Swan, Eleazer Wyer, and Samuel Fessenden
were chosen a Committee on Finance.

R. W. Albion K. Parris, Simon Greenleaf, Thomas DBrow
William Swan, Daniel Granger and Nehemiah Cram, were chosen
to constitute a permanent part of the Board of Trustees of
Charity Fund, for three years ensuing.

M. W. Charles Fox, Grand Master elect, was duly invested
R. W. William Swan, Past Grand Master,

The M. W. Grand Master then installed the Senior and Juniol
Grand Wardens, Grand Treasurer and Recording Grand Sea
retary.

A petition from Alna Lodge, praying for permission to hold thel
meetings in alternate years at Alna and New Castle, commencing
at the latter place, was laid before the Grand Lodge by R. W
James L. Child; read and referred to R. W. Samuel Fessendet
Joseph M. Gerrish and David J. Bent.

‘Which Committee reported that the prayer thereof be grante
whereupon on motion,
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Vo d, That the foregoing report be accepted and the prayer of the petitioners
A petition froh Union Lodge, praying for permission to hold
ir meetings in alternate years at Union and Hope, commencing
the latter place, was laid before the Grand Lodge; read and
ed to R. W. Samuel Fessenden, Joseph M. Gerrish and
d J. Bent, which committee reported that the prayer thereof
be granted ; whereupon on motion,

Voted, That the foregoing report be accepted and the prayer of the petitioners
he following Resolve was submitted by R. W. Jonathan

Resolved, That Section 11, Chapter IV, of the By-Laws of the Grand Lodge
be amended by substituting the word two instead of three, so that subordinate
lges shiall be required to pay to the Grand Lodge two dollars only for every
date they may initiate. Also by striking out the following words, viz:

2 eighth of a dollar for each member constituting said Lodge” &c.—so
no fee on membership shall be paid by subordinate Lodges to the Grand

Read and committed to R. W. Jonathan Thayer, James L.
Child and Robert P. Dunlap.

 Petitions for new Lodges were laid before the Grand Lodge, as

Of Ezra Going and others, for a charter to hold a Lodge in the
town of Sidney, by the name of Rural Lodge;

Of William Frost and others, for a Lodge at Sangerville;

Of Benjamin Green and others, praying for a charter to hold a
Lodge in the town of South Berwick, county of York, by
the name of St. John’s Lodge. R

The foregoing petitions were severally read, and committed to
R, W. Samuel Fessenden, John Miller and Jonathan Thayer;
vhich committee reported, recommending that the prayer of the
ioners for St. John’s Lodge be granted.

Voted, That the foregoing Report be accepted, and that a charter be granted
accordingly.

'R, W. Brother Joseph M. Gerrish presented the Grand Lodge
with the sum of thirty dollars, being the amount allowed him for
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his services as Grand Treasurer the past year, and recommended
that the same be given as a donation to the widow of David
Brown, late of Portland. L

On motion,

Voted, That the thanks of the Grand Lodge be presented to . W. Bro.
Joseph M. Gerrish, for this renewed instance of his liberality.

The following report was presented :

The Committee to whom was referred a “letter from Dr. James Dates,
respecting the loss of a package and money received by him from Northern
Star Lodge, with full powers to examine into this case and all others respecting
said Lodge,” have attended to the service assigned them and report,

That, after a full examination into the subject matter of the letter above
referred to, they find the facts to be as follows, viz: that on the 81st of Dee.
1824, Dr. Bates visited “ Northern Star Lodge” in behalf and at the request of
R. W. Peleg Sprague, then D, D. G. M. of that District, and received from.
them their return and dues for that year, amounting to $21.13—which return
with the money received, he folded up in an envelope, sealed it, and handed it
to Bro, Blunt, Postmaster at Norridgewock, requesting him to forward it by
some suitable private conveyance to the D. I, G, Master, This he did in
preference to sending it by mail, because the package being somewhat bulkyy
the transmission of it in that mauner would be expensive, while the mol
selected was considered perfectly safe, and was generally adopted by the citizens
of that town.

Some conversation afterwards took place between Bates and Blunt about thi
propriety of sending it by a certain individual then spoken of, but not no
certainly recollected by either. Blunt thinks that Bates took the package fro
him in order to hand it to that other man, but is not certain. If not, hels
sure that he forwarded it agreeably to DBates’ direction. DBates recollects il
conversation between him and Blunt on the subject of sending it, and i
confident that he either gave it in charge to some individual to carry 18
Hallowell, or directed Blunt to do so—that the individual was well known {0
him, but as two months elapsed before it was known or suspected that th
package had not been duly received, he has never since been able 1o re
with certainty who it was. 1

Believing as your committee do, that the above statement of facts may Iy
relied upon as strictly true, they are constrained to say that in their opinl
no remissness or negligenee in duty is chargeable upon Dr. Bates which wol
render it proper that he should bear the loss thus sustained. They therefo
recommend for adoption the following resolution :

Resolved, That the sum of $21.18 received by Dr. James Bates of Northi
Star Lodge, as the amount of their dues to the Grand Lodge, for the y#
1824, be and it hereby is remitted to the D. D. G. Master for that year,
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Upon examining the books and papers of “Morning Star Lodge,” your
committee find that their dues were paid up to Sept. 1, 1819. The amount of
dues to the Grand Lodge, as appears by return from Sept. 1, 1819, to
ch 1, 1820, is CT0.0U, from which deduct $2000 paid D. D. G. Master
en, for which the Lodge holds his receipt, and it will leave them indebted
o the Grand Lodge for that period the sum of $50.00
By return from Mareh 1, 1820, to January, 1822, there appears i
to be due the Grand Lodge, 32.00

$82.00

Buat in this return, the annual fee to the Grand Lodge is set at
$8.00 per annum for the whole time, whereas from January
11, 1821, the period at which the Grand Lodge adopted its
code of By-Laws, the annual fee required was 12§ cents on
each of the members; and if the return was corrected, it
_ would make a difference in favor of the Lodge of 85,46
"By error in return from January 1 to September 1, 1822, the
Lodge is entitled to a credit of 3.75

Leaving a balance due the Grand Lodge 74.79
$82.00

This sum the Lodge has not at present the means of paying. The
circumstances which were stated as having led to that inability are principally
he following :

-Soon after the establishment of the Lodge, as no convenient room could be

‘building which would afford them a suitable and convenient Hall. By this
:melnl the Lodge beeame incumbered with a debt of 600 or 700 dollars.

~ Soon after this period Lodges were multiplied in the neigliboring country,
 the interest created in the community by the establishment of a new Lodge so
far in the interior died away, and the receipts for work in this Lodge during a
considerable period were little more than sufficient to meet its current expenses.
At present they are without funds, and indebted to the amount of several
hundreds of dollars. Several of the members with whom your committee
conversed appeared exceedingly anxious that the arrearages to the Grand
~Lodge should be p;lid. and expressed a willingness to pledge their own
 private securities, if by that'means they could procure funds for that purpose.
How general this feeling may be, your committee have not the means of
‘judging; but are inclined to the opinion that previous to the annual com-
‘munication of the Grand Lodge the money will be raised, their dues paid, and
the credit of the Lodge re-established.

All which is respectfully submitted,

Sept. 20, 1826, A. NOURSE, per order,
Voted, That the foregoing report be accepted.
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The Grand Lodge adjourned to Friday evening next, at half
past six o’clock, then to meet at this place.

Attest, «  WILLIAM LORD, @. Secretary.

.

Mason’s Harr, Portland, Jan. 12, A. D. 1827.

The Grand Lodge met, by adjournment from Jan. 11th.

Grand Officers present as elected and installed on the previous
day.

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form. Prayer was
offered by Rev, Sylvanus Cobb.

The M. W. Grand Master then made the following appointments
for the ensuing year, which were announced by the Grand Mar-
shal, viz:

R. W. SAMUEL FESSENDEN of TPortland, Deputy Grand Master.

“  JOHN L. MEGQUIER of Portland, Cor. Grand Secretary.

“  SAMUEL STEPHENSON of Gorham, Grand Marshal.

“  TRev. JONA. GREENLEAF of Wells, Grand Chaplain.

*  Rev. SAMUEL RAND of Portland, £5 H

“  Rev. ASA MEAD of Brunswick, ¥ o

“  BENJAMIN D. BARTLETT of Bath, Senior Grand Deacon.

“  ISAAC LINCOLN of Brunswick, Junior Grand Deacon.

“ PELEAZER WYER of Portland, Grand Steward.

“ NELSON RACKLYFT of Portland, * %

«  QLIVER GRISWOLD of Fryeburg, « ¢

#  JOSEPH CHANDLER of Augusta, ** %

“  TROBERT R. KENDALL of Freeport, Grand Sword Bearer,

“ SETH CLARK of Tortland, Grand Pursuivant.

“ OLIVER S. HARTSHORN of Portland, * .

“  WILLIAM STEVENS of Portland, Grand Tyler.

The above named officers were severally installed by the M.
W. Grand Master, either by themselves or proxies.

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.
First District—R. W. Rev. Reuben Nason of Gorham.
Seecond District—R. W. Reuel Washburn of Livermore.
Third District—R. W. Amos Nourse of Hallowell.
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Fourth District—R. W. John Miller of Warren.
Fifth Distriete—R. W. David J. Bent of Bangor.
Sizth District—R. W. Libbeus Bailey of Lastport.

The following Brethren compose the Board of Trustees of the
Charity Pund :

M. W. Charles Fox, Grand Master, ex officio.
R. W. Samuel Fessenden, Deputy Grand Master, oy

*  George Thacher, Senior Grand Warden, t

“  Robert P. Dunlap, Junior Grand Warden, a

“  William Lord, Rec. Grand Secretary, o

“  Bimon Greenleaf.
“  Albion K. Parris.
Daniel Granger.
“  William Swan.

“  Thomas Browne,
“  Nehemiah Cram.

The following Report was presented:

The committee appointed  to consider and report whether an officer of this
Grand Lodge, or of any subordinate Lodge under its jurisdiction, is entitled to
act as such, by virtue of election merely, or whether installation, either by self
or proxy is also essential,”” have attended to the service assigned them, and
report: That finding no direct authority on the subject of Installation declaring
it to be essential or otherwise, they are left to infer its character principally
from the nature of the ceremony. For although it has been usual for all officers
of Lodges to be installed at a period not far distant from that of their election,
yet it is found, that while some have scrupulously abstained from officiating
until they have been duly installed, others considering installation a mere
ceremony, have entered forthwith upon the discharge of the duties incident to
the offices to which they have been elected, and submitted to installation at
some convenient season afterwards,

Now in regard to the subordinate officers of a Lodge, inasmuch as Installation
consists simply in investing them with the appropriate badges of their respective
offices, and pronouncing a short charge illustrating and enforcing the duties of
their several stations, your committee cin see no good reason for regarding it
in any other light than as merely ceremonial, Not so in regard to the Master. He
is required as a preliminary part of that ceremony, to signify his solemn assent
to very important principles and regulations. Without this assent he would
not be entitled to installation, nor would any one be authorized to install him.
But if no new rights or powers are acquired by installation, to what purpose is
the ceremony to be withheld? If he be in fact master of the Lodge previously
to being installed as such, the refusal to install cannot divest him of any rights
appertaining to the office, and so would be perfectly nugatory. Your com-




154 Proceedings of the [Jan.

mittee are therefore clearly of opinion, that installation, in the case of a Master
of a Lodge is absolutely essential, and that mere election cannot confer the rights,
privileges and powers incident to that office.

Officers of the Grand Lodge nre required by its By-Laws to ‘“be installed as
soon after their election as conveniently may be”; a phraseology implying
that, if it cannot conveniently be done forthwith, it may be posl-poned fora
season. And the question may then arise whether the individuals elected to -
office, but not installed, are in fact officers in the Grand Lodge. To this question
your committee are inclined to answer in the affirmative. For, if the principles
already assumed as applicable to subordinate Lodges be correet, no doubt ean
be entertained in regard to any, except the Grand Master; and he, being
necessarily of the degree of Past Master, must of course have previously
taken upon himself all the obligations to be derived from installation, and it
would therefore be in his case a mere repetition.

While therefore your committee duly appreciate the importance of so
impressive a ceremony as that of installation, and strongly recommend that it
in no case be omitted or unnecessarily postponed, they are still of opinion that
officers of this Grand Lodge and those of subordinate Lodges other than
Master become 50 by virtue of election or of appointment only ; but that no
one not of the degree of Past Master can be considered as possessed of all the
rights appertaining to the Master of a Lodge, in whom installation has not
perfected what election had began, P

But to provide for the exigence of a new Lodge, whose officers have not.
been installed, and perhaps for some other cases, it is believed that the Grand
Master is and ought to be vested with the power of granting, by way of
Dispensation, such powers to the Master appointed or elected as may be
necessary for conferring degrees and regulating the concerns of the Lodge
until he shall have been duly installed.

A. NOURSE, per order.

Which report was aceepted.

The following report was submitted and aceepted :

The Committee appointed on the communication received from the Grand
Lodge of Pennsylvania, “having considered the subject referred to them,
respectfully ask leave to report, that as the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania has
given to both sides of the question all the publicity which its nature requires,
and as the report of a former committee of thizs Grand Lodge contains as
much of the argument in support of our opinions as is proper to be commi
to writing, it is not deemed expedient at present to take any farther order on.
the subject.

SIMON GREENLEAF, ‘
SAMUEL FESSENDEN, »~ Committee.
WILLIAM SWAN,
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The committee to which were referred petitions for new Lodges
in Sidney and Sangerville, made reports recommending that the
further consideration of said petitions be referred to the next
Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge; the committee
not being satisfied that the petitioners from Sidney have the ap-
probation of the two nearest Lodges, and the signatures to the
Sangerville petition appearing to be all in one hand-writing,
Which reports were aceepted.,

A communication from R, W, Reuel Washburn was laid before
the Grand Lodge. Read and committed to R. W. Samuel
Fegsenden, Simon Greenleaf and William Swan.

The following Report on Amendment of By-Laws was pre-
sented:

The Committee to inquire if any alterations or amendments be necessary to
Section 11th, Chapter 1V, of the By-Laws of the Grand Lodge, report that they
have given the subject all the consideration which its importance deserves, and
while they would approach with veneration the Regulations which have been
established by the wisdom of the Grand Lodge, they cannot but be impressed
with the sentiment that the interests of masonry would be promoted by affording
some relief’ to subordinate Lodges within its jurisdietion. This they are satisfied
cannot so well be done as by reducing the annual dues of the subordinate
Lodges. They would therefore respectfully recommend the adoption of the
following resolution ;

Resolved, That so much of Section 11, Chap, IV, of the By-Laws of the
Grand Lodge, be rescinded, as requires from subordinate Lodges the payment
annually of ene eighth of a dollar from each member constituting such Lodge,
and that only twoe dollars shall be paid by subordinate Lodges to the Grand
Lodge for every person initiated therein.

All which is respectfully submitted,
JONATHAN THAYER, per order.

The foregoing report being read,

Ordered, That the further consideration of it be postponedgto our next
Annual Communicationfmand that a copy be forwarded to the several subordinate
Lodges, for their consideration.

REPORT ON FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE.

The Corresponding G. Secretary has examined the communications received
from other Grand Lodges, and respectfully reports:
That since the last Annual Communication of this Grand Lodge, the




156 Proceedings of the [Jan.

proceedings of the Grand Lodges of Missouri, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama,
Tennessee, Kentucky, Ohio, Illinois, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South
Carolina, Georgia and the District of Columbia, and also a list of the Officers of
the Provincial Grand Lodge of Nova Scotin, with a list of the Lodges subordinate
to that Grand Lodge have been received, all which have been examined
with care and attention. While the correspondence presents little, which
seems to require the particular attention of this Grand Lodge, it satisfactorily
evinces a commendable zeal among the fraternity, in all parts of the United
States, in promoting the interest of masonry and diffusing its benign light.
It furnishes evidence that there exists among the several Grand Lodges a laudable
emulation to excel in their benevolent exertions to diminish the sum of human
misery, and to increase the lustre of the character of our ancient and venerable
institution, for good works; which is its sure defence against the ealumnies of
ignorance and prejudice.

On examination of the proceedings of the Grand Lodges of Missouri, Ten-
nessee, Kentucky, Delaware and Virginia, it appears that those Grand Lodges
have ndopted the same erroneous construction of the meaning of a report of
the Committee approved by the Grand Lodge of Maine at its annual com-
munication in January, A. D, 1824, relative to the masonic obligation, which
was adopted by the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania. They seem to regard it
as authorizing a change in the mode of conferring the masonic degrees, instead
of regarding it, as it should properly be considered, as merely warranting the
use of either of twe words of similar import and meaning. Not more than one
of those Grand Lodges, however, appear to have scen the reply made by a
committee of this Grand Lodge to the communication received from the
Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania in relation to this subject, and it may be pre-
sumed that they have formed their opinion rather from the proceedings of the
Grand Lodge of Vennsylvania, than from the language of the report which
they deem objectionable.

There is a proposition before the Grand Lodge of South Carolina, to estab.
lish an Asylum for the purpose of supporting and educating the orphan chil-
dren of indigent masons in all the useful learning and arts, which may be
necessary to make them worthy members of society. A plan for carrying
such a design into effect has been reported, but not definitely acted upon, the
same having #een submitted to the consideration of the subordinate Lodges,
The plan proposed appears in the printed proceedings of that Grand Lodge.

In the proceedings of the Grand Lodge of the District of Columbia, it
appears that a proposition has been introduced to recommend io the several
Lodges under its jurisdiction to contribute such sums in aid of the funds of the
American Colonization Society, as it may be in their power to grant; and that
the subject be recommended to the other Grand Lodges in the United States.
As many worthy and intelligent masons have entertained and expressed strong
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doubts, whether such an appropriation of masonic funds would not be to divert
them from their Jegitimate object, and as circulars have been addressed to several
of the Lodges subordinate to this Grand Lodge, soliciting them to contribute
in aid of the funds of the American Colonization Society, the Grand Lodge
will consider whether it is not expedient to express its opinion on this subject.

It is believed that the correspondence presents no other subject requiring
the attention of the Grand Lodge.

JOUN L. MEGQUIER, Cor. 7. Secretary.

Which report was accepted.

That part of the foregoing Report which relates to Masonic
funds was committed to R. W. Samuel Fessenden, Robert P.
Dunlap and William Swan, to report at the next annual com-
munication, and it is recommended to the subordinate Lodges
under this jurisdiction to suspend making any contributions to
the American Colonization Society until the decision of this
Grand Lodge on the subject shall be known.

The further consideration of the Report on the subject of a
Grand Leecturver was referred to the next Annual Communication
of this Grand Lodge.

Resolve submitted by R. W. James L. Child:

Resolved, That R, W. Rev, Renben Nason, Reuel Washburn, Amos Nourse,
John Miller, David J. Bent and Libbens Bailey, be a committee to consider
what means ought to be adopted to produce uniformity in the mode of work
and lecturing in the subordinate Lodges under the jurisdiction of this Grand
Lodge, with instructions to report at the next annual meeting.

Which Resolve was adopted.
On motion,

Voted, 'That the District Deputy Grand Masters meet at some central place,
to consider the subject of worlk and lecturing in subordinate Lodges, and that
their expenses be paid by the Grand Lodge.

Resolve submitted by R. W, William Swan:

It having been represented to this Grand Lodge that some individuals
initiated into the mysteries of masonry by Lodges under this jurisdiction have
been guilty of flazrant and lamentable deviations from all the principles of
our institution, and it being deemed highly important for the credit of the
fraternity that such individuals should be forever excluded from its honors,
therefore

Resolved, As the united opinion of this Grand Lodge, that all the subordinate
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Lodges under our jurisdiction be particularly and earnestly directed to a
careful and constant attention to the wise and salutary provisions of our
By-Laws, respecting the admission of candidates for initiation, and that in no
instance they allow or countenance a deviation from the minutest particulars
thereof.

Which Resolve was adopted.

Ordered, That the subordinate Lodges under this jurisdiction be directed to
receive no further instructions from any Grand Lecturer, but to look for
information from the District Deputy Grand Masters, until the further order
of this Grand Lodge.

The committee on Diplomas were directed to procure a plate
forthwith.

The Grand Lodge was closed in ample form.
Attest, WILLIAM LORD, &. Secretary.

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION.

A Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine
was holden at Masons’ Hall in Portland, on Thursday, April 12,
A. D, 1827.

Presexr—M. W. CHARLES FOX, G. Master.
R. W. SAMUEL FESSENDEN, 8. G. Warden, p. t.
“  JOHN L. MEGQUIER, J. G. Warden, p. t.
*  JOSKEPH M. GERRISH, G. Treasurer.
“  WILLIAM LORD, Ree. G. Secretary.
“ OLIVER GERRISH, G. Marshal, p. t.
“  NELSON RACKLYFT, 8. G. Deacon, p. ¢,
“  JEREMIAH HASKELL, J. G. Deacon, p. t.
“  JOSEPH B. WALTON, G. Steward, p. t.
“  WILLIAM STEVENS, G. Tyler.
The following Lodges were represented, viz:
Portland, No. 1 Temple, No. 25
enncbee, i Blazing Star, a0
A. Land Mark, = IT Hermon, “ g2
Oriental Star, el Casco, “ 36

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form.
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Petitions—of William Frost and others, praying for a charter
to hold a Lodge in the town of Sangerville, Penobscot County, by
the name of Mosaie Lodge; of Ezra Going and others, for a charter
to hold a Lodge in the town of Sidney, county of Kennebee, by
the name of Rural Lodge; and of Philip Leach and others,
praying for a charter to hold a Lodge in the town of Vassalborough,
county of Kennebee, by the name of Vassalborough Lodge—were
read, and committed to R. W. Samuel Fessenden, John L.
Megquier and Joseph B. Walton.

The committee reported upon said petitions, recommending in
each case that the prayer of the petitioners be granted; which
reports were severally accepted, and charters ordered to be issued
accordingly.

A petition from Tranquil Lodge, praying for a remission of
their dues to the Grand Lodge for the past year, was read; and
on motion,

Voted, That said petition lie over to the next Quarterly Communication of
this Grand Lodge.

The Recording Grand Secretary reported the proceedings of the
Trustees of the Charity Fund, at their meeting held this day.

The Grand Lodge was closed in ample form,
Attest, WILLIAM LORD, G. Secretary.

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION.

A Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine
was holden at Masons’ Hall in Portland, on Thursday, July 12,
A.D. 1827, '
M. W. CHARLES FOX, G. Master.

R. W. SAMUEL FESSENDEN, 8. G. Warden, p. t.
“ JOHN L. MEGQUIER, J. G. Warden, p. t.
“  JOSEPH M. GERRISH, G. Treasurer.
“  WILLIAM LORD, Ree. G. Secretary.

“ ELEAZER WYER, G. Marshal, p.z.
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R. W. NELSON RACEKLYFT, S. G. Deacon, p. t.
= OLIVER S. HARTSHORN, J. G. Deacon, p. t.
“ JOHN CHUTE Jr., G. Pursuivant, p. t.
“  WILLIAM STEVENS, G. Tyler.

M. W. WILLIAM SWAN Isq.
R. W. D. D, Grand Master from the first District,

The following Lodges were represented, viz:

Portland, No. 1 Somerset, No. 34
A. Land Mark, “ 17 Harmony, 38
Oxford, L

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form.

A communication from the Grand Lodge of Michigan was
laid before the Grand Lodge, read, and on motion,

Voted, That this Grand Lodge do recognize the Grand Lodge of Michigan
as a regular Grand Lodge, and that the Grand Secretary be directed to forward
them a copy of our By-Laws, the last Annual Communication, and a Circular
containing the signatures of the Grand Officers.

A communication from Buxton Lodge was laid before the
Grand Lodge, communicating a vote of said Lodge, expressing a
wish to have that Lodge consecrated, and its Officers installed
by this Grand Lodge on Wednesday, the 12th day of September
next.

On motion,

Voted, That this Grand Lodge will meet at Buxton, on Wednesday, the

12th day of September next, for the purpose of consecrating said Lodge, and
installing its Officers.

Voted, That Tranquil Lodge, at Minot, have leave to withdraw their petition,
and that the Grand Secretary give them notice. :

The Grand Lodge was closed in ample form.
Attest, WILLIAM LORD, &. Secretary.
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SPECIAL COMMUNICATION.,

A special communication of the Grand Lodge.of Maine was
holden at the house of Brother Pelatinh Harmon, in Buxton,
County of York, on Wednesday, Sept. 12, A, D. 1827, for the
purpose of consecrating Buxton Lodge and installing its officers.

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form. Prayer was
offered by the Grand Chaplain. A procession was formed in the

following order:

M. W. CHARLES FOX,

R. W. SAMUEL FESSENDEN,
- GEORGE THACHER,
i THOMAS 8. BOWLES,
o JOSEPH M. GERRISH,
. WILLIAM LORD,
“  JOHN L. MEGQUIER,
- SAMUEL STEPHENSON,
. REUBEN NASON,
2/ ELEAZER WYER,
" NELSON RACKLYFT,
. HORACE SEAVER,
= LUTHER RICHARDSON,
4 OLIVER GERRISH,
o SETH CLARK,
n OLIVER 8. HARTSITORN,

ge
o=

. G. M.
J.G. W, p.t

G. Treasurer.
Rec. G. Sec’y.
Cor. G. Sec.

G. Marshal.

G. Chaplain, p.
8.G.D,p.t
J.G. D, p.t

G. Sw. Bearer, p. t.
G. Steward, p. t.

“ L

G. Pursuivant.

“

w
@

“  ZACHARIAHI NOWELL, bearer of the Holy Bible, sup-

ported hy . W, Isaac LaNg.

“  DANIEL GRANGER, bearer of Constitutions.

Bro. SAMUEL CIASE,
Bro. EBENEZER SEAVER, }
“ JEREMIAH HASKELL,

11

G. Tyler, p. t.
Stewards in the
rear of procession.
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The Grand Lodge moved in procession to the Rev. Mr. Loring’s
meeting-house, where, after an appropriate Oration by R. W,
Brother John Holmes, of Alfred, they proceeded to the business
for which they were assembled.

Buxton Lodge was then consecrated, and the Officers thereof
installed, in ample and ancient form. The services were closed
by a benediction pronounced by the Grand Chaplain.  After
which the Grand Lodge returned to the room where they first
assembled, and was closed in ample form.

Attest,. WILLIAM LORD, G. Secretary.

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION.

A Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine,
was holden at Masons’ Hall in Portland, on Thursday, Oct. 11,

A. D. 1827.
Presest—M. W. CHARLES FOX, G. Master.
R. W. NELSON RACKLYFT, S. G. Warden, p. t.

“ SETH CLARK, J. G. Warden, p. t.
«  JOSEPH M. GERRISH, (. Treasurer.
“  WILLIAM LORD, Rec. G. Sec'y.
« QLIVER GERRISH, 8. G. Deacon, p. t.
“« EBENEZER SEAVER, J. G. Deacon, p. t.
“ JOHN CHUTE, Jx., G. Marshal, p. 1.
“  WILLIAM STEVENS, G. Tyler.

PAST GRAND OFFICER.
R. W. WILLIAM SWAN.
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The following lodges were represented, viz :

Portland, No. 1 Oriental Star, No. 21
A. Land Mark, “17 Somerset, “ 34

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form.
The following report was presented and accepted :

163

The Committee appointed to prosecute inquiries into the state and condition
of Masonry in countries bordering on the Mediterranean, and in Asia, report
in part, that they have received letters from Rome, Naples and Florence, in

reply to such inquiries, which are herewith communicated.

JONATHAN GREENLEATF, per order.

Oct. 1827,

The Communications referred to in the foregoing report, were

read, and ordered to be placed on file.

The Grand Lodge was closed in ample form.

Attest, WILLIAM LORD, @. Secretary.
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ANNUAL COMMUNICATIOR.

The Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine was
holden at Masons’ Hall in Portland, on Thursday, January 10,

A.D. 1828,

Presext—M. W. CIIARLES FOX, G. Master.
R. W. SAMUEL FESSENDEN, D. G. Master.
“  ROBERT P. DUNLAP, 8. G. Warden, p. ¢t.
“ JOHN L. MEGQUIER, J. G. Warden, p. t.
“  JOSEPH M. GERRISH, G. Treasurer.
“  WILLIAM LORD, Ree. G. Secretary.

“  SAMUEL STEPIIENSON, G. Marshal.
Rev. JONATHAN GREENLEAF,  G. Chaplain.

* SAMUEL RAND, “ LU

“  ASA MEAD, L L

“  BENJAMIN D. BARTLETT, 8. G. Deacon.

“  OLIVER GERRISH, J. G. Deacon, p. t.
“ TELEAZER WYER, G. Steward.

“  NELSON RACKLYFT, b i

“  ROBERT R. KENDALL, G. Sword Bearer.
“ SETH CLARK, - G. Pursuivant.

“  OLIVER S. HARTSHORN, L i

#  WILLIAM STEVENS, G. Tyler.

PAST GRAND OFFICER.
R. W. WILLIAM SWAN.
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DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

R. W. Rev. REUBEN NASON, from the First District.
“  REUEL WASHBURN, “ “ Second District.
“  AMOS NOURSE, “ % 'Third District.
* JOHN MILLER, “ * Fourth District.
“  MOSES GREENLEAF, “ ¢ Fifth District.

The following lodges were represented, viz:

Portland, No. 1 Oriental Star, No. 21 Harmony, No. 38
Warren, o 4 Freeport, w 95 Penobscot, “ 39
Kennebee, “ b Temple, “ 25  Morning Star, “ 41
Amity, 4 0 Village, “ 26 Freedom, “ 42
United, “ 8  Northern Star, “ 28  Alna, “ 43
Baco, “ 0 Tranquil, * 20 Piscataquis, ‘44
Pythagorean, * 1 Blazing Star, “ 30 Central, “ 4b
Oriental, “ 18  Union, “ 81  Lafayette, “ 48
Solar, 14 Waterville, “ 83 M. Splendor, ¢ 49
8t. George, “o18 Somerset, LU ! St. John's, “ 51
A. Land-Mark, " 21 Bethlehem, “ 85 Mosaie, “ 52
Oxford, “ 18 Casco, 36 Vassalborough, “ 54
Maine, “ 2 Washington, *“ 37

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form. Prayers were
offered by the Senior Grand Chaplain.

The Committec on Finance submitted their annual Report, as
follows, viz:

There was a balance in the Treasury, on settlement

of the Treasurer’s account, January, 1827, of $1762.71
There has been paid into the Treasury since that period, by the

D. D. G. Masters of the several Districts, as follows :

By the D. D. G. Master of the 1st District, $307.124

“ « « B g9 88.374

“ “« a4 gg = 169.12

“ “ “ o« gy w 160.25

“ " “ e gp 210.50

“ “ “ o« g w 18.25
— 04362

There has also heen paid to the Grand Treasurer
for the Charters granted, 240.00
Deduct $10 from each, applied to the Charity Fund, 30.00 000

$2016.33
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There has been paid by the G. Treasurer since the last annual
settlement, and for which satisfactory vouchers have been
produced, the following sums, viz:

To increase the Charity Fund, it being one-half the amount
remaining in the Treasury on settlement, January, 1827,
being in conformity to the By-Laws, 881.35)

Donation to the Charity Fund by the Grand Treasurer, 50.00

Amount paid the Recording Grand Secretary for his

services up to January, 1828, 53,00
Amount paid Grand Tyler for services to that periad, 8.00
“  paid for Hall rent up to January, 1828, 40.00
“  paid for Insurance on furnitare, regalia, &c., against
fire, printing, postages, &c., 09.714
“  paid Steward's bills, H3.86
1167.98

paid expenses of D. 1. G. Masters, incurred in the
discharge of their official duties, viz:

R. W. Bro. Nason, 1st District, 40.57
i “ Washburn, 20 Distriet, 21.00
o ‘“ Nourse, 3d Distriet, 30,50
" «  Miller, 4th Distriet, 35.20
- “  Greenleaf,  Oth District, 17.52
153.79
No claim from Gth Distriet.
Remaining in the hands of the Grand Treasurer, Junuary,
1828, a balance of 1504.61
S2016.99
The Charity Fund of the Grand Lodge consists of
10 shares in Bank of Portland, 1000.00
10 shares in Casco Bank, 1000.00
20 shares in Canal Bank, (75 per cent. paid in) 1500.00
Sundry Notes of hand secured on interest, 800.00
Interest on the above notes and Bank Stock up
to January 1, 1828, estimated at 76.50 5
One-half the balance in the hands of the Treasurer, 70701
2017851
Deduet balance on Charity Fund’s account in favor
of the Treasurer, 15045
Amount of Charity Fand January 10, 1828, FH04.836
Applied in charity by the Trustees the past year, 340.00
Respectfully submitted,

WILLIAM SWAN, per order.
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Committee are not informed of any demands existing against the
Lodge. They have examined the books of the Grand Treasurer and
g Grand Secretary, and find that the duties of both have been dis-
d with neatness and fidelity. The Committee recommend an allowance
ty dollars for the services of the Grand Treasurer the past year, and the
sixty dollars to the Recording Grand Secretary, and eight dollars to
ad Tyler, for their respective services the past year. The account with
d Treasurer has been settled, leaving the above mentioned balance
hands. Your Committee have the satisfaction to report a settlement
h all the D. D. G. Masters excepting the Sixth, and his account may be
aily expected.  And your Committee have great pleasure in submitting so
ble a statement of the funds of the Grand Lodge: all which is respect-
Iy submitted,

WILLIAM SWAN, ‘(_

SAMUEL FESSENDEN, » Commitiee on Finance.
uary 10, 1828, ELEAZER WYLR, 5

ch report was accepted.

etitions of John Trafton and others for a lodge in the town
if Shapleigh, County of York; of Nathaniel Pease and others
bra lodge in the town of Denmark, County of Oxford; and of
iam Davenport and others for a lodge in the town of Bangor,
County of Penohscot—were severally read and committed to R.
W. Bro. Daniel Granger, Bro. Griswold and Bro. Parsons.

‘A memorial from Waterville Lodge was laid before the Grand
Lodge, read, and committed to R. W. Ebenezer Hutchinson, Rev,
ona. Greenleaf, William Swan, Robert P. Dunlap and Amos

Previous to the election of Ofticers, M. W. Charles Fox and
R. W. George Thacher declined being considered candidates for
re-clection,

The following R. W. Brethren were chosen a Committee to
gort and count the votes for Grand Officers, viz.: William Swan,
Amos Nourse and James L. Child, who reported the following
‘brethren to be duly elected, viz:

W. SAMUEL FESSENDEN of Portland, Grand Master.

W. ROBERT P. DUNLAD of Brunswick, Senior Grand Warden.

R W. AMOS NOURSE of Hallowell, Junior Grand Warden.

R. W. JOSEPH M. GERRISH of Portland, Grand Treasurer.
R. W. WILLIAM LORD of Portland, Recording Grand Secretary.
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R. W. Charles Fox, Eleazer Wyer and Neheminh Cram, were
chosen a Committee on Finance.

M. W. Samuel Fessenden, Grand Master elect, was duly in-
vested by R. W. Charles Fox, Past Grand Master.

The M. W. Grand Master then installed the Senior and
Junior Grand Wardens, Grand Treasurer and Recording Grand
Secretary.

The following report was submitted:

The Committee appointed to consider and report what means ought to ba
adopted to produce uniformity in work and lecturing in the subordinate ludges
under the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, have attended the duty assigned
them and report :—

That, after mature deliberation and thorough investigation, they are unani-
mously of opinion, that, at the present moment, it is highly expedient and
necessary that other means should be adopted to promote the desived object
than those now in operation. The lodges in general expect it, and it is the
opinion of your Committee, that their expectations are reasonable and ought
not to be disappointed. The question then arises, in what manner can the
means of uniform and systematic instruction be extended to all the lodges in
the State, with the assurance that all will avail themselves of its benefits? A
large proportion of the lodges under this jurisdiction are low in funds, and
many have no small difficulty in providing themselves with suitable necom-
modations and meeting their current expenses. These last, therefore, would
be very illy able to pay any extra expense, and yet these are precisely the
lodges which most need instruction.  And the funds even of the richest
lodges in the State, are much less considerable than those of the Grand
Lodge. Itis therefore believed to be both expedient and essential, that the
necessary funds for carrying into effect the proposed measure, should be drawn
from the Treasury of the Grand Lodge, whose coffers have been replenishe
by contributions from all the subordinate lodges in the State.

It is also believed, that members of the fraternity in general, can m
more conveniently and profitably devote attention to this subject in the wint
than at any other period, and that the sooner they are availed of the means
instruction, the more acceptable and useful they will prove. Under
impressions and with these views, the Committee having agreed upon o un
form mode of lecturing and of work, not differing in any material point from
the most approved mode prevailing among us, recommend that the following
measures be adopted for its speedy and general promulgation.

1. That the State be divided into three districts; the first to be composed
of District No. 1, under the present arrangement. The second of Distrie
No. 2 and 3; and the third of Districts No. 4, 5 and 6.
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2. 'That three brethren, thoroughly and perfectly acquainted with the
lectures and work agreed upon, as well as of irreproachable moral character,
be appointed by the Grand Lodge to visit forthwith all the lodges, each in his
respective distriet, having given previons seasonable notice thereof, and
devote to each three days, at the expense of the Grand Lodge, and any
number of days mare, not exceeding three, to any lodge that may desire it;
one-half’ the expense only for this latter period, to be paid by the Grand
Lodge.

8. That the lecturers thus employed, shall receive each $1.50 per day, and
have their traveling and incidental expenses paid.

Your Committee cannot conclude their report, without adverting again to
the urgent necessity which they bLelieve to exist for the adoption of some
means for extending information and promoting uniformity among us.  And,
should the measures above recommended meet the approbation of the Grand
Lodge, the Committee promise themselves the satisfaction of witnessing from
them the most happy results.

All which ie respect{ully submitted.

R. NASON, -
REUEL WASHBURN,
AMOS NOURSE, Commiltee.

JOHN MILLER,
MOSES GREENLEAT,

Which report was accepted.

On motion,

Voted, That the three brethren referred to in the foregoing report, be
appointed by the M, W. Grand Master.

The following resolution was submitted by R. W. James L.
Child :

Resolved, That there be paid to R. W, Reuben Nason, Amos Nourse, John
Miller and Teuel Washburn, six dollars each, for their services in atiending
at Hallowell to consider the subject of work and lecturing in subordinate
Lodges.

Which resolve was adopted.

The report of a committee on the subject of a Grand Lee-
turer, which was laid over from our last Annual Communication,
was indefinitely postponed.

R. W. Bro. Joseph M. Gerrish, presented the Grand Lodge
with the sum of Thirty Dollars, to be added to the Charity Fund,
being the amount allowed him for his services as Grand Treasurer
the past year.

On motion,
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Voted unanimonsly, That the thanks of the Grand Lodge be presented to R.
W. Brother Joseph M. Gerrish, for this renewed instance of his liberality.

The Grand Lodge adjourned to Friday evening next, Jan. 11,
at half past six o’clock.

Muasons’ Hary, Portland, Jan. 11, A. D, 1828,

The Grand Lodge met according to adjournment.

Presext—M. W. SAMUEL FESSENDEN,
R. W. JAMES L. CHILD,

Grand Master.
D. G. Master, p. 1.

ROBERT P. DUNLAP,
AMOS NOURSE,
JOSEPH M. GERRISH,
WILLIAM LORD,
JONN L. MEGQUIER,
JOEL MILLER,
Rev. JONA. GREENLEAF,
«  ASA MEAD,
“  SAMUEL RAND,
OLIVER GERRISH,
SAMUEL B. STEVENS,

8. G. Warden.
J. G Warden.
G. Treasurer.
R. G. Secretary.
C. . Secretary.
(. Marshal, p. .
(. Chaplain,

W oW

a“ o

S. G. Deacon, p. t.
J. G, Deacon, p. ¢,

“ ELEAZER WYER, G Steward.

“ NELSON RACKLYFT, £ o2

“ SETH CLARK, G. Pursuivant.
“  OLIVER S. HARTSHORN, ¥ i

" WILLIAM STEVENS, (. Tyler.

PAST GRAND OFFICERS.

R. W. CHARLES FOX,
“  WILLIAM SWAN,

Distriet Deputy Grand Masters, from the Second and Fifth Districts.
The following lodges were represented, viz:

Portland, No. 1 Oxford, No.18  Washington, No. 37
Warren, % 2 Oriental Star, i Harmony, “ 38
Lincoln, e 3 York, « 22 Penobscot, “ 8
Kennebec, *. '8 Freeport, « 23 Morning Star, ' 41
Amity, # 8 Temple, « 25 Alna, “ 43
Pythagorean, 3 1 | Village, " 28 Piscataquis, 44
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Oriental, No. 13 Northern Star, No. 28 M. Splendor, No. 49
Solar, “ 14 Union, ol i - St. John's, .81
8t, George, “ 18 Waterville, “ 33 Vassalborough, “ b4
A, Land Mark, * 17 Somerset, " 34

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form.

The Most Worshipful Grand Master then made the following
appointments for the ensuing year, which were announced by the
Grand Marshal, viz:

R. W. PELEG SPRAG UE, of Hallowell, T Jeputy Grand Master.
“ JOHN L. MEGQUIER, of Portland, Cor. Grand Secretary.
“ SAMUEL STEPHENSON, of Gorham, Grand Marshal,

“  Rev. JONA, GREENLEAF, of Wells, Grand Chaplain.

" " SAMUEL RAND, of Portland, 3 i
“ " BAMUEL JOHNSON, of Alna, i #*
“ % ASA MEAD, of Brunswick, ¥ i

“  TSAAC LINCOLN, of Brunswick, Sen, Grand Deacon.

" OLIVER GRISWOLD, of Fryeburg, Jun. Grand Deacon.

*  ELEAZER WYER, of Portland, Grand Steward,

“  NELSON RACKLYFT, of Portland, «

“ JOSEPH CHANDLER, of Augusta, ¢

“  WILLIAM DUNN, of Poland, “ "
“ ROBERT R. KENDALL, of Freeport, Grand Sword Bearer.
“ SETH CLARK, of Portland, Grand Pursuivant.

“ OLIVER 8. HARTSHORN, of do. "

" WILLIAM STEVENS, of Portland, Grand Tyler,

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

Fivst District—R. W, Rev. Renben Nason, of Gorham.
Second District—R. W. Thomas Clark, of Puaris.

Third District—1. W. Moses Springer, of Gardiner.
Fourth Distriet—R. W. Isnuc G. Reed, of Waldoborough.
Fifth District—R. W, Jedediah Herrick, of Hampden.
Sixth District—R. W. Libbeus Bailey, of Eastport.

The above named officers were severally Installed by the M.
W. Grand Master either by themselves or proxies,

R. W. John Miller, of Warren, R. W. Daniel Wadsworth, of
Hallowell, and R. W, George L. Darling, of Gorham, were
appointed a committee to give Lectures and Instruction in
Subordinate Lodges.
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The following brethren compose the Board of Trustees of the
Charity Fund :

M. W. Samuel Fessenden, Grand Master, ex officio.
R. W. Peleg Sprague, Deputy Grand Master, “

“  Robert P. Dunlap, Senior Grand Warden, s

“  Amos Nourse, Junior Grand Warden, "

“  William Lord, Recording Grand Secretary, 8

“  Simon Greenleaf,
“  Albion K. Parris,
“  Daniel Granger,
“ William Swan,

‘“  Thomas Browne,
“  Nechemiah Cram.

The following resolution, which was submitted at the annual
Communication, in January, 1827, a copy of which, with the
report thereon, has been forwarded to all the subordinate lodges
under the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, for their consideration :

“ Resolved, 'That so much of Sec. 11, Chap. 4, of the By-Laws of the Grand
Lodge be rescinded, as requires from snbordinate lodges the payment annually
of one-eighth of a dollar for each member constituting such lodge, and that
only two dollars shall be paid by subordinate lodges to the Grand Lodge for
every person initiated therein,”

was taken into consideration, and after a full discussion, the
resolve was so far amended as not to go into operation until from
and after the first day of September, A. 1, 1828,

Which resolve as amended was adopted.

Report on the Memorial from Waterville Lodge.

Iy Graxp Loboe, Jaw, 11, A. L. 5828,
The Committee to whom was referred the Memorial of Waterville Lodge,
on the subject of an Institution for the instruction of females, have had the
same under consideration, and ask leave to report the following resolutions:
Resolved, That this Grand Lodge highly approve of the exertions of
brethren of Waterville Lodge, and the general plan of the lInstitution w
they propose to establish,
Resolved, That
be a committee to consider and report at the
annual meeting, what further order, if any, it is expedient that this
Lodge should take on the subject.
All which is respectfully submitted.
EBEN'R HUTCHINSON, per orders
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Which report and resolutions were adopted, and R. W. Eben-
“ezer Hutchinson, Charles Fox, James L. Child, Jonathan Thayer
and Rev Samuel Rand, were appointed the committee agreeable
to the second resolution,

The committee to which were referred the petitions for new
lodges, made reports, reccommending that a charter be granted
for a lodge at Shapleigh, York County, by the name of Fraternal
Lodge; and a charter for a lodge in Denmark, Oxford County, to
be ealled Mount Moriah Lodge: which reports were accepted,
and charters ordered to be issued accordingly,

Upon the petition of William Davenport and others, praying
for a lodge in Bangor, to be called St. Mark’s Lodge, the com-
mittee reported that the further consideration thereof be post-
poned to the next Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge
for the following reasons, viz: there being already a lodge estab-
lished in the place, and the circumstances set forth in the petition
beigg new and singular, and the committee not having sufficient
information to convince them that it will be for the interest of
Masonry that another lodge should be there established; and by
thus postponing the sulject, the petitioners will have opportunity
to show the propricty and reasonableness of their petition.

‘Which report was accepted.

Leport of the Corvesponding Grand Secretary.

The bnrreapouding Grand Secretary has examined the several communica-
tions received from other Grand Lodges, and reports: That since the last
Annual Communication of this Grand Lodge, the proceedings of the Grand
Lodges of Missouri, Kentucky, Alabama, Louisiana, Georgia, South Carolina,
North Carolina, Virginia, Maryland, Delaware, New Jersey, Tennessee, Ohio,
Indiana, Ilinois, Vermont, Massachusetts and Nova Scotia, and the Constitu-
tion of the Grand Lodge of Michigan, have been received ; all which have
been carefully examined.

A careful perusal and eritical examination have not enabled the Secretary
to discern anything in the Foreign Correspondence which would seem to
require the particular attention of" this Grand Lodge; but he has the pleasure
of stating that the proceedings of the Grand Lodges received furnish satisfactory
n evidence that the attention of those Grand Lodges is sedulously directed to

raise the character and reputation of our Institution, and to render it more and
more the admiration of the world, by strictly adbering to its principles, and

B



174 Proceedings of the [Jan.

faithfully executing its noble and benevolent designs. There appears to be
a commendable degree of emnlation among the several Grand Lodges, and the
fraternity gencrally, to excel in the laudable works of beneficence and charity.
JOHN L. MEGQUIER,
January 11, 1828, Curresponding Grand Secretary.

Which report was accepted.

The Recording Grand Secretary reported the proceedings of
the Trustees of the Charity Fund at their Meeting, Jan. 10, 1828,

A communication from the Grand Lodge of South Carolina
was laid before the Grand Lodge, read, and committed to R. W,
Reuel Washburn, Robert R. Kendall and John Miller.

The following resolution was submitted by R W. Amos Nourse :

Resolved, That Chapter 1st, Section 2d, of the By—].nws of this Grand
Lodge be so amended, that the regular communications thereof be held on the
third Thursdays, instead of the second.

The following resolution was offered by R. W, Charles Fox :

Resolved, That Chapter 4th, Section 4th, of the By-Laws of this Grand
Lodge be so amended, that the returns from subordinate Lodges shall include
the names of all members suspended and expelled during the year, and the
caunses thereof.

The foregoing resolves being read, Ordered, that the further
consideration of them be postponed to the next Quarterly Commu-
nication, and that a copy be forwarded to the several subordinate
lodges, for their consideration,

Vited, That the Recording Grand Secretary be authorized to insert such
other name in the petition for a lodge at Denmark, as the petitioners shall
agree Upon.

Prayer was offered by Rev. Samuel Rand, and the Grand Lodge
was closed in ample form.

Attest, * WILLIAM LORD, G. Secretary.
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QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION.,

A Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine
was holden at Masons’ Hall in Portland, Thursday, April 10, A.
D. 1828,

Present—M. W. SAMUEL FESSENDEN, Grand Master.
R. W. MOSES SPRINGER, 8. G. Warden, p. ¢.

“  DANIEL WADSWORTH,  J. G. Warden, p. t.
“  JOSEPH M. GERRISI, G. Treasurer.
“  JOHN L. MEGQUIER, Rec. G. Sec’y, p. .
“  OLIVER GERRISH, G. Marshal, p. &,
“  Rev. JONA. GREENLEAF,  G. Chaplain.
“  ARTHUR SHIRLEY, 8. G. Deacon, p. t.
“  NELSON RACKLYFT, J. G. Deacon, p. .
“  SETH CLARK, G. Pursuivant.
“  OLIVER 8. HARTSHORN, « “
“  WILLIAM STEVENS, G. Tyler.

The following lodges were represented, viz:

Portland, No. 1 Blazing Star, No. 30
Kennebec, % 4 Somerset, * 34
Solar, “ 14 Piscataquis, 44

A. Land Mark, 1y

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form. Prayers were
offered by the Grand Chaplain.

Petitions of Henry Farwell and others, for a lodge in the
town of Dixficld; of John R. White and others, for a lodge in
the town of Unity; of William Davenport and others, for a
lodge in the town of Bangor, were severally read, and committed
to R. W. Jonathan Greenleaf, Arthur Shirley and Oliver S.
Hartshorn,
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A petition from Somerset Lodge, praying for permission to hold
their Lodge Meetings for the present year in the town of "Milburn,
was read and committed to R. W. Jonathan Greenleaf, Arthur
Shirley and Oliver S. Hartshorn, which committee reported
that the prayer thereof be granted ; and the same was accepted.

Rev. Jonathan Greenleaf, from the committee appointed to
obtain Masonic information in foreign countries, reported three
letters received in reply to their enqguiries, which were read and
placed on file.

Voted, That the further consideration of the resolutions offered by R. W,

Amos Nourse and R. W. Charles Fox, at the Annual Communication, be
postponed till the next Quarterly meeting of the Grand Lodge,

A communication from a committee of Belfast Lodge, pray-
ing that the present charter of said lodge may be revoked, was
read and committed to R. W. Moses Springer, John L. Megquier
and Joseph ITarrod. Also, a petition from sundry brethren of
Belfast, praying for a new charter, committed to same Committee.

The Committee to whom the petitions for new lodges were
referred made a report, recommending the granting of charters
fora lodge in Dixfield, to be called King IHiram Lodge, a lodge
in Unity, to be called Unity Lodge, and a lodge in Bangor, to
be called St. Mark’s Lodge.

On motion it was

Voted, "That the report be accepted, and that charters be granted accordingly.

Prayers were offered by the Grand Chaplain, and the Grand
Lodge was closed in ample form.

Attest, WILLIAM LORD, . Secretary.
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QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION.

A Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine

was holden at Masons’ Hall in Portland, on Thursday, July 10,
A, D. 1828,

Presext—M. W. SAMUEL FESSENDEN, Grand Master.
R. W. JOHN L. MEGQUIER, S. G. Warden, p. t.

“  DANIEL WADSWORTH, J. G. Warden, p. 1.
“ JOHN CHUTE, G. Treasurer, p. t.
“  WILLIAM LORD, Rec. G. Sec'y.
“  NELSON RACKLYFT, 8. G. Deacon, p. t.
“ JOSEPH HARROD, dJ. G. Deacon, p. t.
“ OLIVER GERRISH, G. Marshal, p. t.
“  WILLIAM STEVENS, G. Tyler.

The following Lodges were represented, viz:

Portland, No. 1 A. Land Mark, No. 17
Kennebee, “ b Blazing Star, “ 30
Rising Virtue, “ 10 Morning Star, e |
Solar, * 14

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form,

R. W. Oliver Gerrish was added to the committee on the
communication from Belfast Lodge.

The resolution submitted by R. W. Amos Nourse, at the
“Annual Communication, viz:

Resolved, That Chap. 1st, Sec. 34, of the By-Laws of this Grand Lodge be so

mended, that the regular communications thereof be held on the third Thurs-
, instead of the second,

s taken into consideration, and unanimously adopted.

~ The resolution submitted by R. W. Charles Fox at the Annual
LCommunication, viz:




178 Proceedings of the [July,

Resolved, That Chap. 4th, Sec. 4th, of the By-Laws of this Grand Lodge, be
80 amended, that the returns from subordinate lodges shall include the names
of all members suspended and expelled during the year, and the causes there-
for,

was taken into consideration, and unanimously adopted.

Voted, That the Grand Secretary be directed to give notice to the subordinate
lodges of the adoption of the foregoing resolutions.

The following report was submitted :

The committee to whom was referred the petition from Belfast Lodge,
surrendering their charter, and praying the Grand Lodge to revoke the same,
have considered the subject and ask leave to report, that in their opinion the
prayer of said petition ought to be granted, and aceordingly recommend that
the surrendered charter of Belfast Lodge be accepted.

And the same committee to whom was also referred the petition of Samuel
Gordon and others, having considered the subject, are of opinion that itis
inexpedient to take further order thereon.

Per order of the committee, JOHN L. MEGQUIER.

‘Which report was accepted.

A petition from sundry brethren in Belfast, praying for the
restoration of the charter of Belfast Lodge, was read, and on
motion,

Voted, That the same be conditionally committed to R. W. John L. Megquier,
William Lord and Joseph Harrod, to report at the next meeting of the Grand
Lodge, provided the petitioners obtain the consent of the two nearest lodges,
and the D. D, G. Master of that District.

The Grand Lodge was closed in ample form.
Attest, WILLIAM LORD, . Secretary.
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QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION.

A Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine
was holden at Masons’ Hall in Portland, on Thursday, Oct. 16, A.
D. 1828,

Presenr—M. W. WILLIAM SWAN, Grand Master, p. t.
R. W. CHARLES FOX, 8. G. Warden, p. t.

“ JOHN L. MEGQUIER, J. G. Warden, p. t.

“  JOSEPH M. GERRISH, G. Treasurer.

¢  WILLIAM LORD, Ree. G. Sec’y.

“  NELSON RACKLYFT, 8. G. Deacon, p. t.

“  JOHN CHUTE, J. G, Deacon, p. t.

“  OLIVER B. DORRANCE, G. Steward, p. t.

“  JAMES B. CAHOON, R &

“  WILLIAM STEVENS, G. Tyler.

The following lodges were represented, viz:—

Portland, No. 1 Blazing Star, No. 30
Rising Virtue, *10 Somerset, 3
A. Land Mark, g Morning Star, “ 41

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form.
Bro. J. L. Megquier submitted the following report :

The Committee to_whom was referred the petition of sundry brethren of
Belfast, praying for a restoration of the charter of the late Belfast Lodge,
bave attended to the service assigned them, and report, that in their opinion
the interest of masonry will be promoted by a restoration to the said petitioners
of the said charter, and therefore recommend that it be restored. The
committee would recommend that the further prayer of the petitioners, that
the lodge hereafter be known by the name of Phenix Lodge, be also granted ;
and that the property lately belonging to the Belfast Lodge be restored with
the said charter, provided the said newly organized lodge shall assume the
debts of the old lodge, now due to this Grand Lodge.

JOHN L. MEGQUIER, per order.

Which report was accepted.
The Grand Lodge was closed in ample form.
Attest, WILLIAM LORD, G. Secretary,




180

Proceedings of the

ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.

The Annual Communiecation of the Grand Lodge of Maine was
holden at Masons’ Hall in Portland, on Thursday, January 15,

A. D. 1820,

1829.

Present—M, W. SAMUEL FESSENDEN,
R. W. DANIEL GRANGER,

&

i

JOHN L. MEGQUIER,
JOSEPH M. GERRISH,
WILLIAM LORD,
SAMUEL STEPHENSON,
Rev. ASA MEAD,
CHARLES B. SMITH,
NELSON RACKLYFT,
ELEAZER WYER,
JOHN CHUTE,
JOSEPH B. WALTON,
ROBERT R. KENDALL,
SETH CLARK,

OLIVER S. HARTSHORN,

WILLIAM STEVENS,

G. Master.

8. G. Warden, p. t.
J. G. Warden, p. t.
G. Treasurer.
Ree. G. Secretary.
G. Marshal.

G. Chaplain.

8. G. Deacon, p. t.
J. G. Deacon, p. t.
G. Steward.

ol “

p-t.

pt
G. Sword Bearer.
G. Pursuivant.

G. Tyler.

“ W

PAST GRAND OFFICER.
R. W. CHARLES FOX,

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.
R. W. Rev. REUBEN NASON, from the First District.

THOMAS CLARK, &
MOSES SPRINGER, #

“  Second District.
“  Third District,

The following lodges were represented, viz:
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Portland, No. 1 St. George, No.16  Hermon, No. 32
Lincoln, L | A. Land-Mark, “ 17 Waterville, “ 33
Hancock, “ 4 Oriental Star, « 21 Washington, «“ 387
Kennebee, “ b  Freeport, “ 23  Moming Star, * 41
Saco, % 9 Temple, “ 25  Freedom, “ 49
Cumberland, “ 12 Yillage, “ 26 Aurora, “ 50
Oriental, 13 Northern Star, “ 28 St. John's, “ Bl
Orient, ¢ 15 Blazing Star, “ 30

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form. Prayers were
offered by the Grand Chaplain.

A communication was received from R. W. Brother Simon
Greenleaf, informing the Grand Lodge that he resigned his seat
at the board of Trustees of the Charity Fund.

The Committee on Finance submitted their annual report, as
follows, viz:
There was a balance in the Treasury, on settlement of
the Grand Treasurer's account, January, 1828, of $1604.62

There has been paid into the Trensury since that period,
as follows, viz:

By the D. D. G. Master of the 1st District, $218.25
W “ o wl 2(’ i 53_37
i “ “ i 3..1 W 118‘62
g d 4 oA ¥ (no returns,)
i “ i e Blh o {no mt-umsll
" L W " E‘ll “ 12‘%
402.49
There has also been paid for four Charters granted, 320.00
From which deduct $10 each, applied to the Charity
Fund, in conformity with the By-Laws, 40.00
—  280.00
$2217.11

There has been paid by the (i. Treasurer since the last
annual settlement, as follows, viz:

To increase the Charity Fund, it being one-half the
amount remaining in the Treasnry at the last settle-

ment, agreeably to the By-Laws, T797.81
Donation to the Charity Fund by the Grand Treasurer, 30.00
Amount pnid Grand Secretary for his services, 60.00
“  paid Grand Tyler for his services, 8.00
*  paid A. Nourse for his services, as per vote, 6.00

*  paid Grand Steward's bills, 54.24
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Amount paid expenses of Committee on the subject of a
uniform mode of lecturing, 18,00
“ paid Insurance on regalia, &e., 312
“  paid Bro. Darling's bill for lecturing, 16647
“  paid Bro. Wadsworth’s bill for lecturing, 17111
“  paid Shirley & Hyde’s bill for parchment
and printing, 45.25
“ paid Annin & Smith's bill for plate and diplomas,  557.00
“  paid Hill & Edwards’ bill for advertising, 4.00
“*  paid for Hall rent up to January 1, 1829, 40.00
“ paid Wm. Lord’s bill for postages, 9.51
“  paid Bro. J. Miller’s bill for lecturing, 87.36
“  paid D. D. G. Masters’. bill for expenses, viz :
1st District, 36.50
2d Distriet, 16.09
8d District, 26.72 79.51
4th District, _
6th Distriet, _
Gth District,
— 2213648
Balance in the Treasury, one-half of which is applicable
to the Charity Fund, 140,63
s2277.11
Statement of the Charity Fund of the Grand Lodge of Maine, January,
1820,
10 shares in Bank of Portland, 1000.00
10 shares in Caseo Bank, 1000.00
20 shares in Canal Bank, 2000.00
— $1000.00
Sundry Notes of hand on interest, in the hands of the
Treasurer for money loaned, 1100.00
Balance in Treasury unapplied, 602
One-half of balance of the account this day settled with
the Grand Treasurer, 70.51
—  1176.33
It appears by the Treasurer’s account of the Charity 85176.38

Fund, that he has received since the last annual
settlement, for interest and dividends on Bank Stock,  304.18

For four charters granted by the Grand Lodge, 40.00
For Note for money loaned to Bro. Cummings, 100.00
For the Treasurer’s donation, 30.00
For half the balance of money in the Treasury at the

last settlement,

797.81
—_— 3127147
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And he has paid as follows :
In sundry charitable donations, 235.00
Loaned on two notes received and on file, 400.00
Paid last installment on 20 Shares in Canal Bank, 500.00
Balance due the Treasurer on the Charity Account
at the last settlement, 120.45
1265.45

Leaving a balance in the hands of the Treasurer, Jan.

1820. 6.02
—1271.47

Your committee are aware that the welfare of the Grand Lodge depends
much on its finanees; at the same time, they are equally sensible that the
Grand Treasurer has been both faithful and prompt in discharging the duties
of his office, not only for the last year, but for a series of years, in which he
has sustained that office, with honor to himself and great satisfaction to this
Grand Lodge; yet on him alone does not rest the prosperity of our finances;
they therefore regret, that whilst he has sedulously and gratuitously performed
these duties, he shounld have so much trouble in obtaining the returns and
accounts from the District Deputy Grand Masters, some of which are not
received until the actual meeting of the Grand Lodge, and many not until
after its adjournment, and some are even delayed for years; by this course,
the charity fund of the Grand Lodge is not increased as it should be, by one
half of the balance remaining, or which ought to be in the Treasury at the
annual settlement; it would therefore be more satisfactory to the G_rnnd
Treasurer, and certainly would also be to the committee, to be able, as waz
contemplated by the By-Laws, to make a fair and full exhibit of the financial
concerns of the Grand Lodge in their Annual Report, previous to the choice
and appointment of its officers.

The D, D, G, Master of the 2d district forms an exception to the above
remarks, inasmuch as he in due season made the returns of all the lodges
working in his district, and settled his account.

Your committee have also performed that part of their duty whieh relates
to the inspection of the records of the Secretary, and are happy to report that
they have been kept with his usual care and neatness.

And they would recommend that there be paid to the Grand Treasurer for
lis services the year past, the sum of thirty dollars, and to the Grand Secre-
tary for his services the year past, the sum of sixty dollars, being the same
amount as voled them the last year, and also recommend that the sum of
eight dollars be paid to the Grand Tyler.

CHARLES FOX,

January 15, 1829, ELEAZER WYER, } Committee of Finance.

Which report was accepted.
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Report of the Corresponding Grand Sseretary.
The Corresponding Grand Secretary respectfully reports:

That, since the last Annual Communication of this Grand Lodge, he has
received the proceedings of the Grand Lodges of Indiana, New Hampshire,
Rhode Island, New Jersey, Comnecticut, Maryland, North Carolina, Pennsyl-
vania, Louisiana, Delaware, Virginia, Massachusetts and Kentucky, and the
Constitutions and By-Laws of the Grand Lodges of Connecticut and the
District of Columbia ; all which he has earefully examined. The subjects
which they present do not seem to require the particular attention of this
Grand Lodge, being, generally speaking, of a local character, and therefore
not of general interest, except as they tend to show the prospects and condi-
tion of the Masonic Fraternity in the different parts of' the country.

It is a source of satisfaction to be able, from a perusal of the Fumig'u
Correspondence, to remark that our sister Grand Lodges seem to take a lively
interest in advaneing the reputation and promoting the prosperity of our
venerable institution, which, by constantly contributing its means to diminish
the sum of human misery, in pursuance of its original design, furnishes the
best refutation of the unjust slanders of its enemies, and of those, who, from
ignorance of its principles, or from sinister motives, have arrayed themselves
against it.

JOHN LOUVILLE MEGQUIER, Cor. Grand Sec'y.

January 15, 1820,

Which report was aceepted.
The Grand Lodge proceeded to the election of officers.

The following IR, W. Brethren were chosen a Committee to
sort and count the votes for Grand Officers, viz.: R, W. Charles
Fox, Daniel Granger and John Miller, who reported the following
brethren to be duly elected, viz:

M. W. SAMUEL FESSENDEN of Portland, G. Master.

R. W. ROBERT P. DUNLAY of Brunswick, 8. G. Warden.
R. W. AMOS NOURSE of Iallowell, J. G. Warden.

R. W. JOSEPH M. GERRISI of Portland, G. Treasurer.
R. W. WILLIAM LORD of Portland, Rec. G. Sec’y.

R. W. Charles Fox, Eleazer Wyer and Nehemiah Cram were
chosen a Committee-on Finance.

R. W. Charles Fox was chosen to constitute one of the board
of Trustees of the Charity Fund, to fill the vacancy occasioned
by the resignation of R. W, Simon Greenleaf,




1829.] Grand Lodge of Maine. 185

The M. W. Samuel Fessenden, Grand Master elect, was duly
invest,e..d by R. W. Charles Fox, Past Grand Master.

The M. W. Grand Master then installed the Senior and Junior
Grand Wardens, Grand Treasurer and Recording Grand Sec-
retary. -

R, W. Bro. Joseph M. Gerrish made a donation to the Charity
Fund of Thirty Dollars, being the amount allowed him for his
# services as Grand Treasurer the past year.

On motion,

Voted unaninously, That the thanks of the Grand Lodge be presented to R.
W. Bro. Gerrish, for this renewed instance of his liberality, and that the dona-
tion be distributed by the Trustees agreeably to his wishes,

A commanication from St. George Lodge was laid before the
Grand Lodge. TRead and ordered to lie on the table,

The Grand Lodge adjourned to Friday evening next, Jan. 16,
Attest, WILLIAM LORD, G. Sceretary.

Masoxs’ Hary, Portland, Jan, 16, A. D. 1829.
The Grand Lodge met agreeably to adjournment.

Presest—M. W. SAMUEL FESSENDEN, G. Master.
R. W. THOMAS CLARK, §. G. Warden, p. t.
“  JOHN L. MEGQUIER, J. G. Warden, p. t.
« JOSEPH M. GERRISH, G. Treasurer.
“  WILLIAM LORD, Rec. G. Sec'y.
“ SAMUEL STEPHENSON,  G.Marshal.
“ CHARLES B. SMITI, 8. G. Deacon, p. t.
“ NELSON RACKLYFT, Jun. G. Deacon, p. &.
“ ELEAZER WYER, G. Steward.
«  JOHN CHUTE, w“ o« p
“« TROBERT R. KENDALL, G. Sword Bearer.
“ SETH CLARK, G. Pursuivant, }
“ QLIVER 8. HARTSHORN, u
“  WILLIAM STEVENS, G. Tyler.

B - .
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PABT GRAND OFFICERS.

R. W. WILLIAM SWAN.
“  CHARLES FOX.

Distriet Deputy Grand Masters, from the First and Second Districts.

The following lodges were represented, viz :

Portland, No. 1 Village, No. 26
Haneock, L | Northern Star, LR
Kennebec, LR Blazing Star, i« 30
Rising Virtue, “10 Hermon, “ 32
Cumberland, “*12 Waterville, * 83
Oriental, is Washington, LU
A. Land Mark, 3 i) Alna, « 48
York, "2 Buxton, SR v
Temple, « 25 Vassalborough, b4

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form,
The following report was submitted :

The committee to whom was referred the memorial of Waterville Lodge,
have had the same under consideration, and ask leave to report, that said
memorial and the resolutions thereon, relating to an institution for female
education, be referred to the next annual communication of the Grand Lodge.
All which is respectfully submitted.

January 16, 1829, EBENEZER HUTCHINSON, per order.

Which report was aceepted.

The Most Worshipful Grand Master then made the following
appointments for the ensuing year, which were announced by the
Grand Marshal, viz:

R. W. PELEG SPRAGUE, of Hallowell, Deputy Grand Master.
“  JOHN L. MEGQUIER, of Portland, Cor. Grand Secretary.
“  SAMUEL STEPHENSON, of Gorham; Grand Marshal.

“  Rev. SAMUEL RAND, of Portland, Grand Chaplain.

# % SAMUEL JOHNSON, of Saco, “ -

L “ STEPHEN LOVELL, of Portland, “ L

“  ISAAC LINCOLN, of Brunswick, Sen. Grand Deacon.

“ OLIVER GRISWOLD, of Fryeburg, Jun. Grand Deacon.
“  NELSON RACKLYFT, of Portland, Grand Steward.

“ ELEAZER WYER, of Portland, #

«  WILLIAM DUNN, of Poland, L

“ JOSEPH CHANDLER, of Augusta, £
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R. W. ROBERT R. KENDALL, of Freeport, Grand Sword Bearer.
* SETH CLARK, of Portland,  Grand Pursuivant.
*“ OLIVER S. HARTSHORN, of do.  «
" WILLIAM STEVENS, of Portland, Grand Tyler.

The above named officers were severally installed by the M.
W. Grand Master, either by themselves or proxies,

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

First District—R. W. Rev. Reuben Nason, of Gorham.
Second District—Il. W. Thomas Clark, of Paris,

Third District—R. W. Cyrus Kendrick, of Gardiner.
Fowth Distriet—R. W. Isaac G. Reed, of Waldoborough.
Fifih District—Samuel K. Gilman, of Castine.

Sitxth District—R, W, Oliver N. Allen, of Lubec.

Seventh District—R. W. Samuel L. Valentine, of Bangor.

The following brethren compose the Board of Trustees of the
Charity Fund:

M. W. Samuel Fessenden, Grand Master, ex officio.
R. W. Peleg Sprague, Deputy Grand Master, o

“  Robert P. Dunlap, Senior Grand Warden, L

“  Amos Nourse, Junior Grand Warden, .

“* William Lord, Recording Grand Secretary, -

“  Albion K. Parris,
“  Daniel Granger,
“ William Swan,

“ Thomas Browne,
“ Nehemial Cram,
“ Charles Fox.

The Recording Grand Secretary reported the proceedings of
the Trustees of the Charity Fund at their Meeting, Jan. 15, 1829,

R. W. Eleazer Wyer was appointed a committee to procure
clothing and jewel for one Distriet Deputy Grand Master.

Prayers were offered by R. W. Bro. Moses Springer, and the
Grand Lodge was closed in ample form.

Attest, WILLIAM LORD, @. Secretary.
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QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION,

e —

A Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine,
was holden at Masons’ Iall in Portland, on Thursday, April 16,
A. D. 1829,

Prespyr—M. W, JOSEPH M. GERRISH, G. Master, p. t.
R. W. JOIIN L. MEGQUIER, 8. G. Warden, p. t.
*“  NELSON RACKLYFT, J. G. Warden, p. t.
“ HORACE SEAVER, G. Treasurer.
“  WILLIAM LORD, G. Secretary.
“  JOHN CHUTE, S. G. Deacon, p. t.
“  SAMUEL BRADLEY, dJ. G. Deacon, p. t.
*“  WILLIAM STEVENS, G. Tyler.

The following lodges were represented, viz:

Orient, No. 156 St. Croix, No. 46
Ancient Land Mark, “ 17 Buxton, “ 47

The Grand Lodge was opened in due form.

There being no business before the Grand Lodge this evening,
it was closed in due form.

Attest, WILLIAM LORD, @. Secretary.
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QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION.

A Quarterly Communieation of the Grand Lodge of Maine
was holden at Masons’ Hall in Portland, on Thursday, July 16,
A. D. 1829,

Presext—M. W. SAMUEL FESSENDEN, Grand Master.
R. W. JOHN L. MEGQUIER, S. G. Warden, p. t.
“ JOUN CHUTE, J. G. Warden, p. t.
“  JOSEPH M. GERRISH, G. Treasurer.
“  WILLIAM LORD, R. G. Secretary.
“  NELSON RACKLYFT, 8. G. Deacon, p. t.
“ NEHEMIAH CRAM, J. G. Deacon, p. t,
“  WILLIAM STEVENS, G. Tyler.
The following lodges were represented, viz:
Portland, No. 1 A. Land Mark, No. 17
Rising Virtue, 10 Fraternal, “ Bb

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form.,

Communications from the Grand Lodges of Mississippi and
the District of Columbia were laid before the Grand Lodge, read,
and ordered to be put on file.

A communication from Fraternal Lodge, at Shapleigh, was
laid before the Grand Lodge, communieating their desire to have
said lodge conseerated and its officers installed on the ninth day
of September, 1820,  Whereupon,

Resolved, That the Grand Lodge, in compliance with the request of Fraternal

Lodge, will cause said lodge to be consecrated, and its officers installed, on the
ninth day of September next.

The Grand Lodge was closed in ample form.
Attest, WILLIAM LORD, @. Secretary.
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QUARTERLY COMMUNICATION.,

A Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine
was holden at Masons’ Hall in Portland, on Thursday, Oct. 22,
A. D. 1829.

Presext—M. W. WILLIAM SWAN, Grand Master, p. t.
R. W. NELSON RACKLYT'T, 8. G. Warden, p. t.
“ JOHN CHUTE, J. G. Warden, p. t.
“  JOSEPH M. GERRISH, G. Treasurer.
“  WILLIAM LORD, R. G. Secretary.
“  BAMUEL STEPHENSON, G. Marshal.
“  ARTHUR McARTHUR, 8. G. Deacon, p. t.
“  PASCHAL BROOKS, J. G. Deacon, p. t.
*“  WILLIAM STEVENS, G. Tyler.
The following lodges were represented, viz:
Portland, No, 1 Adoniram, No. 27
A. Land Mark, @17 Mt. Moriah, “ 56

The Grand Lodge was opened in due form.

A petition from Penobscot Lodge, at Garland, for the removal
of said lodge, was read, and committed to I, W. Joseph M.
Gerrish, Charles Fox and Samuel Stephenson, to report at the
next Annual Communiecation.

The following resolution was submitted by R. W. J. B. Osgood:

Resolved, That Chap. 4th, Sec. 17th, of the By-Laws of this Grand Lodge,
be amended as respects the time in which a subordinate lodge may be conse-
crated and its officers installed, and that the two years which is now allowed
from the date of its charter, be extended to such time, and under such reguls-
tions and restrictions as the Grand Lodge may adopt.

The foregoing resolve being read,
Ordered, That the further consideration of it be postponed to the next
Annual Communication, and that a copy be forwarded to the several subor-
dinate lodges for their consideration.

The Grand Lodge was closed in due form.
Attest, WILLIAM LORD, @. Secretary.
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ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.

1830.

The Annual Communieation of the Grand Lodge of Maine was
holden at Masons’ Hall in Portland, on Thursday, January 21,

A. D. 1830,

Presest—M. W,

SAMUEL FESSENDEN,

R. W. ROBERT P. DUNLAP,

AMOS NOURSE,
JOSEPH M. GERRISH,
WILLIAM LORD,

JOIN L. MEGQUIER,
SAMUEL STEPHENSON,
Rev. SAMUEL RAND,
MOSES GREENLEAF,
OLIVER GRISWOLD,
NELSON RACKLYFT,
ELEAZER WYER,
ROBERT R. KENDALL,
SETH CLARK,

OLIVER 8. HARTSHORN,

WILLIAM STEVENS,

G. Master.

S. G. Warden.
J. G. Warden.
(. Treasurer.
Rec. G. Sec’y.
Cor. G. Sec.
G. Marshal.
G. Chaplain.
8. G. Deacon, p. t.
J. G. Deacon.
G. Steward.
G. S. Bearer.
G. Pursuivant.

W [T

G. Tyler.

PAST GRAND OFFICERS,

. CHARLES FOX,

WILLIAM SWAN,
NATHANIEL COFFIN,

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

R. W. Rev. REUBEN NASON, from the First District.

o

THOMAS CLARK,
CYRUS KENDRICK,
SAMUEL K. GILMAN,

 Becond District.

“ Third District,

* Fifth District.
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The following lodges were represented, viz:

Portland, No. 1  St.George, No.16  Morning Star, No. 41
Lincoln, “ 8 A Land Mark, “ 17 Freedom, “ 42
Kennebee, “ 5 York, 22 Piscataquis, “ 44
Amity, o 'e Freeport, “ 23 Aurora, “ B0
Fastern, LA 4 Village, 28 St Johns, “ Bl
United, ®. 8 Northern Star, * 28 Mosaie, “ 52
Saco, % Blazing Star, “ 30 Rural, “ 63
Rising Virtue, “ 10  Bethlehem, “ 35  Vassalborough, “ b4
Cumberland, e 12 Washington, “ 37 Fraternal, o &b
Solar, 14 Penobscot, “ 39 Mount Moriah, *“ 66

The Grand Lodge was opencd in ample form. DPrayers were
offered by the Grand Chaplain,

The Committee on Finance submitted their annnal report, as
follows, viz:

There was a balance in the Treasury on settlement with

the Grand Treasurer, January, 1829, of $140.63
Paid into the Treasury since that period, viz:

By the D. D. G. Master of the 1st District, $16.98
“ o " " 2d Distriet, 24.00
“ o o “  3d Distriet, 23.60
" “ “ @ 4¢h District, { b
- - " “  bth District, 61.12
¥ & i “  Oth District, 4.00
By Cyrus Kendrick, D. D. G. Master Third District, 40.12
By the D. D. G. Master of Fourth District, 42,75

— 28162

$422.26

There has been paid by the Grand Treasurer, since the last
annual settlement, and for which satisfactory vouchers
have been exhibited, the following sums, viz:
To increase the Charity Fund, being one-half the amount
remaining in the Treasury at the annual settlement,
1820, (agreeably to the By-Laws), 70.81
Amount allowed the Grand Treasurer for his services,
1829, the same being a donation from him to the

Charity Fund, 30.00
Paid W. Lord for his services as Grand Secretary for year

1829, per vote of the Grand Lodge, 60.00
Paid Grand Steward’s bill for 1829, 64.63

Paid A. Shirley’s bill for printing and stationery, 28.25
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Paid Bro. William Stevens for services as Grand Tyler

for year 18283, by vote of Grand Ludge, 8.00
Paid Hall rent up to January 1, 1830, 40.00
Paid ILill & Edwards, for printing, = 3.00
Paid sundry postages, &e., 2.10

. Paid D, D. G. Masters' bills of expenses, viz :
1st District, 620
2d Distriet, 1.00
3d District, for year 1828, 0.00
L o “ 1829, 38.88
4th Distriet, 21.87
5th District, 7.12
Gth District, 13.00

Tth District, ‘ A

Amount received by the Treasurer, 422.25

Balance in the Treasury, $15.39

Statement of the Charity Fund of the Grand Lodge of Maine, January,

1830.
10 shares in Bank of Portland, 1000.00
10 shares in Casco Bank, 1000.00
20 shares in Canal Bank, 2000.00
Bundry Notes of hand on interest, in the hands of the
Treasurer, and which are satisfactorily secured, 1110.00

——§5110.00
Received since the last annual statement, viz :
For interest and dividends on Bank Stock, 139.00
For the Treasurer's donation, 30.00
For onc-half the balance in the Treasury at the last
settlement, 70.81
For balance in the Charity Fund account, 6.02
— $245.83
He has paid in sundry charitable donations, 137.00
Balance to new account, 108.23
—— $245.33

Donations mude by the Board of Trustees, Jan. 22, 1830, 108.00
Leaving a balance in the hands of the Treasurer, of .33

Your committee regret that they cannot present a more favorable view of
e finances of the Grand Lodge for the past year. They feel justified in
ating that there are balances due from some of the masonic districts; but
re unable to state the precise amount. They feel a satisfaction in being able
o state that there are no debts now due from the Grand Lodge, excepting the
13
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balance ahove stated as due the Grand Treasurer. At a period like the
present, when the receipts of the Grand Lodge will but little more than meet
the necessary current expenses, your committee feel the necessity of recom-
mending a curtailing of expenses, In reviewing the disbursements from the
Treasury, they cannot but notice the amount paid to the respective D. D. G.
Masters, compared with expenses incurred in their official duties. They
would not be understood as in any respect implicating the R. W. Brethren who
have discharged those duties : on the contrary, they state with great pleasure,
their entire satisfaction in the aceounts exhibited.  But they cannot but approve
the course adopted by the D. 1), G. Masters in several districts, who have been
able to obtain the necessary returns and information from their districts,
without incurring the expense of traveling throngh their respective districts,
This course they recommend for the current year. ‘The records of the G.
Secretary have been carefully examined, and found to have been kept with
neatness and accuracy. They recommend an allowance of fifty-five dollars
to the Recording G. Secretary for his services the pust year; thirty dollars
for the services of the G. Treasurer; and the sum of eight dollars to the G.
Tyler, for his services during the same period.
All which is respectfully submitted.
WILLIAM SWAN,
ELEAZER WYER, Commitiee.
January 21, 1830. NEHEMIAH CRAM,

Which report was accepted.

M. W. Samuel Fessenden, Grand Master, delivered the fol-
Towing

ADDRESS.

BRETHREN :

The term for which I was elected to preside over the interests of Masonry
in this State, by the suffrages of' the members of this Grand Lodge, having
expired; and admonished by increasing caves, and bodily infirmity, that I
ought not to be considered as a candidate for the high and responsible office
of Grand Master; and having come to the determination to decline being so
considered, I eannot omit, on this oceasion, to express the deep sense of grati-
tude which I feel for the confidence which has been reposed in me; a con-
fidence I am but too sensible, conferred rather from a belief in my wishes than
my ability to promote the cause of Masonry.

At a moment like the present, in the history of our Institution, I feel it an
urgent duty to assure you that my wishes are still ardent for the promotion
of the cause in which I have been engaged for now more than twenty years,
without having been able to perceive that its principles are any other than
such as are calculated to do good, by calling into vigorous action the best
sympathies of our nature—by promoting kindness and brotherly love among
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men—hy relieving temporal distress—strengthening and confirming the moral
sense by strong moral suasion; and repressing vice, as well by directing the
mental eye to the awful retributions of eternity, denounced by the Creator
upon all the wicked, as to the unspeakable rewards proffered to the good, in
the sacred volume which is received as the rule and goide of faith and practice.

I feel myself more specially called to an expression of my feclings and views
in regard to Masonry, from the fact that T have been for nearly twenty years,
and am still a professor, though I feel among the most unworthy, of Christianity,
and a member of Christ's visible church,  As T am fully persuaded that the
cause of Christianity is the most holy of all eauses, and the promulgation of
its principles and practice throughout the world an event, of all others, most
to be desired—if, indeed, Masonry stands in the way of the advancement of
Christ's Kingdom, 1 feel that it ought to be abandoned. 1f, on the contrary,
the principles of Masonry harmonize with Christianity, and its efforts are
directed in those pure and hioly channels, which love to God and mun have
conseerated—if its streams emanate from the same inexhaustible fountain of
good, and tend to the same ocenn of felicity—then no reason exists why Ma-
sonry should be descerated and the institution held up as worthy the destesta-
tion of all good and virtuous men.

On this subject, producing nt the present moment so much excitement;
against which are arrayed many excellent men; on which some of our most
pious divines seem to feel it a duty to animadvert with great zeal, not to say
virulence, and to class it among the greatest abominations which are over-
spreading the world and poisoning all the moral fountains which have been
opened—it is certainly the daty of Masons to ponder—we are called on to
examine our principles anew—to review with great solicitude their practical
tendency, and, if found to be impure, though late, to renounce and abjure
them.

These, however, are to be carefully examined, ere we suffer these fountains
of charity to be dried up, which certainly have cheered the hearts of some
widows and fatherless—which have relieved some of the famishing and naked
—which have been the means of arousing in some, to more vigorous action,
the sickly moral sense, and exciting to better hopes and more cheering
prospects—before we stand by and see those streams econgeal which have cooled
the lip fevered by penury, want and wo, and excited to healthy action those
mental and moral powers which have been diseased and debased by vice.

If the institution have an immoral tendeney, it must be found in its principles
or its practices, By these it is surely right to try it—and to this test we ought
to be willing to submit. By this test we desire to be judged; and we think
it unjust to be subjected to any other.  Whether our institution has a claim to
§0 great antiquity, as some advance, cannot affect the question whether its
principles are immoral or good. On this subject I shall not address you.
History has settled this question in such a way as surely to put to silence
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those who assert Masonry to be of recent origin.  Its existence may be proved
many centuries by the most authentic public records. How far beyond it ex-
tendel anl existel as asoviety may be somewhat obseure from the manner
in which that existence has been perpetuated.

‘This branch 1 leave with such as have learning and leisure to pursue the
inquiry.

That abuses may have crept into the institution in some parts of the world,
and even in some parts of our own happy country, is no doubt to be feared.
Musonry arrogates not perfection in its professors. Many may be and no
doubt have been seduced from its salutary principles, and been led to engraft
on the institution some which are bad,  Many, like the rest of our fallen race,
have been left to abandon the pure prineiples of Masonry, seduced by corrupt
practices, and inordinate appetites, and unholy ambition.  Bat we think we
are not to be judged by these aberrations of brothers, however deeply they
may have wounded a good eause. -If s0, and other institutions are to be judged
by the same rule, how would our holy religion, and I speak of it 1 hope with
reverence, escape the general condemnation? Have more corruptions been
founded on Masonry than have crept in among those who have professed
christianity * Look at the varions sects founded npon the same stock and
claiming to draw principles from the same source.

Shall Christianity, and with it piety, be reprobated on account of the
unholy pretensions of the Roman Hierarchy?  Has the fountain been so
polluted by the blood of martyrs, of various sects and denominations, that it
is no longer a fountain where sin and uncleanness may be washed away?
Have the unholy lives and conversations of many of its professors, however
to be deplore I, made christianity a corrupt institution or its genuine effects on
the heart less to be desired

Let us examine still further.  Has a more unhallowed ambition eharacterized
professel Masons than professed Christlans?  On which professed altar have
libations of blood been most profusely poured out? Under the sanction of
which name, have treachery, and croelty, and murder, and rapine, found the
most secure asylum ¢ Clothed in which garb have intolerance and hypoerisy
been most securely wrapped ?

Bat I forbear the parallel! Ourenemies would point us to a single martyr.
1t is possible,  We will not refer to the blood of the thousands, who cease not
to cry, how long, Oh Lord! dost thou cease to avenge the blood of the saints?

Bat the Christian religion is the same benign, and holy and divine institution
still—infinitely the best of all institutions, nor do we compare Masonry with
it. Weonly say, that if the name of the institution has been profaned to the
promulgation of any unchristian, or dangerous doctrine or practice, let it not
be attributed to Masonry—any more than the corruptions to the spirit of that
institution, whose basis is supreme love to God and to our neighbor as
ourselves.
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Too many, under the garb of Masonry, have done iniguity—And alas!
where is the institution, which has never been made a cloak forsin? But,
my brethren, what are the principles of Masonry ? I appeal to you, do any of
them lie concealed ?

It is the very first in all the grades, from the entered apprentice to that of
Knight Templar, and so far I have been ndvanced, that the Holy Bible is
given as the only gaide to faith and practice.

True, every one, under such light as is afforded from instruction by the
servants and spirit of God, must interpret for himself aceording to the dictates
of lis own conscience.

But who can receive it in simplicity of heart, and materially disagree as to
its moral precepts or moral sanctions ¢ May not all denominations, nay, do
they not, offer incense on this one altar 7 How ean it be ever open before us
and fail to produce some good effect?  Surely, we must be mad, iff we liave
unholy purposes to accomplish in Chureh or State, to seml forth our brethren
to the work with the strongest injunctions to make that holy volume the Man
of ull their Councils!  In that book are contained all our principles of thought
and action. :

I muy add, and let the world judge how strongly it speaks in favor of our,
institution, that in all the attempts to extinguish this great light, it has always
been diffusing its beneficent beams from the Masonic Altar.

When Church and State have combined to quench it, that sacred Book
has been open to enlighten and purify, protected by the despised secretd of
Masonry.  Amidst the utter gloom in which for a time Atheism shrouded a
fair portion of Europe, the Bible still lay open in true Masonie Lodges.

We are acensed ol acting in the dark—are not our Masonic Constitutions
belore the world ? "T'o them nlso we may confidently appeal for an exposition
of our principles—and challenge anght which can tend to promote licentious-
ness of morals, or a lite of irveligion. Is it a dangerous precept, that which
lays at the very foundation of the Masonic edifice, “ do good to all men as we
have opportunity, and especially to the brethren 1"

1s it a erime to appropriate our funds for the relief of the poor and distressed,
whose husbands or fathers have contributed to that fund 7 But we know, that
while such have in common justice a paramount elaim, no Masonie principle
restricts our charities.  The principle is sufficiently broad to embrace all objects
of benevolence, but alas! our means are too mueh circumseribed !

True, we do not trampet an aceount of the charities which Masonry diffuses
and the blessings she bestows, We do not say they are large. We know
that they arve something.  If but little in the common mass and unperceived
by the world at large, we shill hope they go to inerease the aggregate of human
bappiness and relieve the weight of human wo.  With this we ought to be
content, that * we have done what we could.”

May the blessing of God be on all other c¢haritable and benevolent institu-
tions of the preseat enlightened christian day! We would not circumsceribe
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them. ITow much may be subducted from such efforts in the great day of
accounts, for the glowing language in which they are spread before the world
in annual reports, we leave to Him who judges the motives of the heart which
dictate the generous acts.

We are acensed ol advancing lofty pretensions. 1 have never understood
that Masonry has ever cluimed anything more than to be a charitable, moral
society—based on that charity and that morality, which are enjoined in the Serip-
tures of inspiration. IFit be wrong to support such a society, I am not able
to perceive it.

Ee has been asszerted that our obligations lead ns to protect a Lrother right
or wrong, and to shield him from justice in the commission of crime.  Such
an assertion is untrue.

While, as I hope, we shall ever deem it o duty to aid the brethren in all that
is lawful and praiseworthy, I confidently say that I know of no Masonic obliga-
tion which imposes it on me to protect a brother in doing wrong. On the
contrary, I have ever felt it as the very spirit of all my Masonic obligntions
to restrain a brother from going in the way of the wicked; even if necessary
to bring him to justice, when other efforts have failed to wean him from vice.

Admitting it as a duty to shield a brother from immediate danger of life or
limb, T would ask if that be not a Christian duty which 1 owe to every indi-
vidual of the human rave !

Bat to protect a Mason in the violation of the laws of God or man is not
Masonry, and forms no part of any obligation which I have assumed.

To speak truth at all times—to adhere to it on all oveasions, und to look to
it under all cirenmstanees, as the locild point by which to shape our course in
life is a fundamental principle of Masonry. It is never to be sacrificed to
protezt a brother even in his right; much less in wrong.

It has been asserted that Masonry has been prostituted to politieal purposes.
It may be sain syme sections of our country.  But surronnded as Lam by
brethren of different political views, T appeal confidently to all for the truth of
what I say, that Aeve it has never been so.

Into none of the politicul contests which have agitated ws, has Masonry
entered.

The grand charge to all is to be a quiet and peaceable citizen of the govern-
ment under which Providence may east our lot—and if there be any thing on
which pecnliar stress is Iail, as a masonie daty, next to the following of the
great light, it /s that political dissensions shall never enter our conseerated
halls.  In political tempests Masonry never lends its hand to direct the storm.

My brethren know this. And that the legitimale object of Masonry is to
neuleate and enforee the charitable conclusion, that in these things brethren
may hoaestly disngree. That sueh difference in opinion onght not to sever

hat chain of brotherly love, which binds us together—nor freeze that charity
which hopeth all things.

To cultivate all the moral virtues—to subdue all the inordinate and unholy
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pussions—to pursue the dictates of reason—to love truth—to seck pence and
pursue it—to abound in every good word and work, are the only legitimate
principles of Masonry. Be it, as I hope it hug been, our care to adlere to
them.

This, brethren, is the only sure way to silence the enemies of the institution.

And let me now, on retiring from this elevated situation, solemnly impress
on my brethren, in this way, to fulfill this important duty.

The Grand Lodge proceeded to the election of officers.

The following . W. Brethren were chosen a Committee to
sort awd count the votes for Grand Officers, viz: R, W. Daniel
Granger, Thomas Clark and Moses Greenleaf, who reported the
following brethren to be duly elected, viz:

M. W. ROBERT P. DUNLAP of Brunswick, G. Master.
R, W, AMOS NOURSE of Hallowell, 8. (3. Warden.

R. W. Rev. REUBEN NASOXN of Gorham, J. G. Warden.
R. W, JOSEPH M, GERRISH of Portland, G. Treasurer.
R. W, WILLIAM LORD of Portland, R. G. Secretary.

R. W. William Swan, Eleazer Wyer and James B. Cahoon
were cliosen a Committee on Finance.

R. W. William Swan, Samuel Fessenden, Danie¢l Granger,
Nehemialh Cram and Albion K. Parris, were chosen to constitute
a permanent part of the board of Trustees of the Charity Fund
of the Grand Lodge, for three years ensuing.

The M. W. Robert P, Dunlap, Grand Master elect, was duly
invested by R, W. Samuel Fessenden, Past Grand Master.

The M. W. Grand Master then installed the Senior and Junior
Grand Wardens, Grand Treasurerand Recording Grand Secretary.

Communieations were received from Fraternal Lodge at Shap-
leigh, and Rural Lodge at Sidney. Read and committed to R,
W. Daniel Granger, Nathaniel Coffin and Paschal Brooks.

On motion,

Voted, That . W. William Swan, Nathaniel Coffin and Amos Nourse, be a
Committee to wait on the M. W. Past Grand Master, and return him the
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thanks of this Grand Lodge for the address delivered by him this evening, and
request a copy for publication.

R. W. Bro. Joseph M. Gerrish presented a donation to the
Charity Fund of Thirty Dollars, being the amount allowed him
for his services as Grand Treasurer the past year.

On motion,
Voted unanimously, That the thanks of the Grand Lodge be presented to R.
W. Bro. Gerrish, for this renewed instance of his liberality.

Voted, That . W. Moses Greenleaf, Rev. Iteulien Nason, Nathan Cutler,
Rev. Samuel Rand and Simon Greenleaf, be a Commitice to take into consid-
eration the peculiar duties of masons at the present time and report.

The Grand Lodge adjourned to Friday evening next, Jan, 22,

Masons” Harr, Portland, Jan, 22, A, D. 1830,

The Grand Lodge assembled at six o'clock, . M., agreeably
to adjowrnment.

Presext—>M., W. ROBERT PP. DUNLAP, G. Master.
R. W. AMOS NOURSI, 8. G. Warden.
“  JOHN L. MEGQUIER, J. G, Warden, p. t.
“ JOSEPH M. GERRISH, G. Treasurer.
“ WILLIAM LORD, Rec. G. Sec'y.

“  SAMUEL STEPHENSON, (G Maurshal.

**  Rev. SAMUEL RAND, G. Chaplain.

w  JOIIN CHUTE, 8. G, Deacon, p. t.
J.
G

“  OLIVER GRISWOLD, G. Doacon.

* NELSON RACKLYFT, . Steward.

“ ELEAZER WYER, B e

“ ROBERT R. KENDALL, G. Sword Bearer.
*“ BSETH CLARK, . Pursuivant.

“ OLIVER 8. HARTSHORN, ¥ =

“  WILLIAM STEVENS, G. Tyler.

PAST GRAND OFFICERS.
R. W. SAMUEL FESSENDEN.
“  NATHANIEL COFFIN.

District Deputy Grand Masters, from the Third and Fifth Districts.
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The following lodges were represented, viz:
Portland, No. 1 Blazing Star, No. 30
Lincoln, * 8 Bethlehem, “ 35
Kennebee, "% b Harmony, * 38
United, “ 8 Piscataquis, “ 44
Solar, “14 Aurora, “ 50
St. George, Y16 Rural, “ 53
A. Land Mark, *17 Vassalborough, “ b4
Freeport, “23 Fraternal, “ bb
Village, “20 Mount Moriah, “ 50

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form.

The Most Worshipful Grand Master then made the following
appointments for the ensuing year, which were announced by the
Grand Miirshal, viz:

R. W. PELEG SPRAGUR, of Hallowell, Deputy Grand Master.
" PASCHAL BROOKS, of Portland, Cor. Grand Secretary.
“ ROBERT R. KENDALL, of Frecport, Grand Marshal,

“ Rev. BAMUEL RAND, of Portland, Grand Chaplain.

o “  SAMUEL JOHNSON, of Saco, “ i

te “  STEPHEN LOVELL, of Portland, ** 4

“  ISAAC LINCOLN, of Branswick, Sen. Grand Deacon.

“ OLIVER GRISWOLD, of Fryebarg, Jun. Grand Deacon.
“ NELSON RACKLYFT, of Portland, Grand Steward.

“ ELEAZER WYER, of Portland, L

“  WILLIAM DUNN, of Poland, i

“ JUSEPH CIHIANDLER, of Augusta, X

“ OLIVER GERRISH, of Portland, G. S. Bearer.

“  SETH CLARK, of Portland, G. Pursuivant,
“ OLIVER 8. HHARTSHORN, of Portland, * _

“  WILLIAM STEVENS, of Portland, G. Tyler.

The above named officers were severally installed by the M.
W. Grand Master, either by themselves or proxies.

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

First District—R. W. Samuel Stephenson, of Gorham,
Secand District—R. W, Stephen Emery, of Paris.

Third District—R. W. Rufus €. Vose, of Augusta,
Fourth District—R. W, Isanc G. Reed, of Waldoborough.
Fifth Distriet—R, W. Hezekiah Williams, of Castine.
Sixth District—R. W. Oliver N. Allen, of Lubec.

Seventh District—R. W. David Shepard, of Sebec,
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The following brethren compose the Board of Trustees of the
Charity Fund:

M. W. Robert . Dunlap, Grand Master, ex officio.
R. W. Peleg Sprague, Deputy Grand Master, i

“ Amos Nourse, Senior Grand Warden, "

“  Rev. Reuben Nason, Junior Grand Warden, it

“  William Lord, Recording Grand Secretary, b

*  Albion K. Parris.
Samuel Fessenden.
“  William Swan.

“  Charles Fox.

*  Daniel Granger.

#  Neheminh Cram.

The following report was submitted :

The committee appointed to wait upon the R, W. Past Grand Master,
Samuel Fessenden, to peesent him the thanks of the Grand Lodge for his
Address delivered upon his retiring from the chair, and request a copy for
publication, have porfa;'mot] that service, and have the pleasure to report,

That the R. W. Brother lias yielded to the wishes of the Grand Lodge, and
will fur'nish a copy to the Grand Secretary.

Which report was accepted.

The following report was presented:

The Committee to whom was referred the subject of the peculiar duties of
Masons at the present time, have attended to that duty as far as the limited
time allotted to them would wilmit, and they now ask leave to report, that they
have with unfeigned regret seen the press teeming with inflammatory publica-
tions, misrepresenting our order as maintaining principles, and imposing on its
members obligations, immoral in their nature, dangerous to the community,
and tending in effect to subvert the freedom of our republican institutions,
and of all regular govérnment ; to weaken the confidence of man in man, and
to undermine the foundations of civil society and of religious hope. That
such principles deserve the reprobation of every friend to the best interests of
mankind cannot for a moment be denied; but such principles are not, and
never have been, the principles of Free Masonry. Societies of Illuminati,
falsely assuming the name and symbols of Masons, may have been formed in
some parts of our countrey, and from them may have emanated a poigon which,
in greater or less degree, may have infected some lodges originally of genuine
Masons, and insidionsly intermixed their corrupt principles with the pure prin-
ciples of true and ancient Masonry, How widely such corruption may have
extended in other parts of our country we know not. It exists not, to our
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knowledge, in Maine. DBut, by whatever means corruption may have been
introduced, or however widely extended, Masonry itself, any more than
Christianity, is not justly responsible for the errors of its nominal professors,
nor chargeable with the corruptions which may have nsgsumed fts name, or
sought shelter under its gard.  And it does not attempt to vindieate, but disowns
and rejects them.

From the nature and extent, however, of the charges which are publicly
made against Masonry, and the excitement they have produced in the minds
of a large portion of the community in some pm‘?s of our country, and the
respectability of some of those who have been led by them to view the insti-
tution as of injurious and even dangerous tendency, it may at first view seem
that “ Muzons owe it to themselves and to the world, to vindicate themselves
from such charges,” by an explicit and formal avowal of the principles they
do profess and maintain, and disavowal of those which do net belong to them.
Bat it is well known to nll true Masons, and it is far from Deing wholly
unknown to the world, that the principles of Masonry have been for centuries
made public. It is well known to Masons, and has been publicly and re-
peatedly declared to the world, that the first and fundamental principle of
Free Masonry is that of faith in God ;—That, for the knowledge of Iim, his
character and laws, it invariably refers to his works and his word the Holy
Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments ;—That it considers these Scriptures
as emphaticully the Great Light of Masonry, and gives them to all its members
as the rule and guide of their faith and practice ; to be received as such by all
true Masons, and obligatory on them as well in their character of Masons as
of men ;—That it gives them also without note or comment, leaving it to the un-
derstanding and enjoining it upon the conscience of each individual, 1o direct
his course nceording to their precepts.  And no prineiple inconsistent with the
obyious and ncknowledged prineiples of these Seriptures, is recognized by, or
can consist with the principles of genuine Masonry.

It is equally known that the whole design and all the tendencies of Masonry,
are to aid the cultivation of all the moral and social virtues—to comfort the
afflicted—to relieve the distressed—to do justice and maintain truth—to hirmo-
nize and subdue the passions—and to promote “peace on earth and good will
to men.”  And in all its precepts, and through all its ceremonials, it secks to
impress these principles more strongly upon the mind, and to inculcate more
forcibly tlieir observance and practice.  With eandid and unprejudiced minds
this will be suflicient, and with other minds no declaration of ours ean be ex-
pected to avail,

It is true that Masons have their gecrets. They consist in our modes of
inculeating our principles, and in our ceremonials. These, blended, form the
evidence by which we may prove our title o the name and privileges of
Masonry. DBut true Masonty possesses no secret involving any moral prineiple
which it does not and has not always freely disclosed. All other sovieties,
and even Christiun churches, have their secrets and keep them. Masons have
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theirs, and cannot honestly disclose, nor with propriety be required publicly to
discuss them. And though, from the peculiar circumstances of the present
time, and the fears of some good men with regard to the designs and tendencies
of Masonry, it may he thought even by some good Masons, that the Grand
Lodge ought in some public and formal manner to declare explicitly to the
world its principles, and distinetly disuvow those which arve falsely imputed to
it, yet Masons should recollect that their principles have often, and upon
proper oceasions, always been distinef] y declared, and all those immoral and
dangerous principles which hiave been imputed to their ovder as distinetly dis-
avowed ; that they are under no obligations, as Masons nor as men, to enter
the lists of discussion and argument with politieal enthusinsts or lieated fanat-
ies, but ought to avoid all those things which serve ouly to keep alive the frenzy
which threatens to lny waste the superstructure and uproot the foundations of
social harmony: and therefore your committee can perceive no course 8o
proper to recommend under the present circumstances, as that all true Masons
should quietly let the tempest take its course, and fear not its consequences,
while they endeavor to vindicate the sincerity of their profession by a well
ordered life and conversation, and “ by well doing to put to silence the ignorance
of foolish men.”  All which is respectfully submitted,
"MOSES GREENLEAT,

NATHAN CUTLER, 1

BAMUEL RAND, Commiltee.

SIMON GEBEENLEAT,

REUBEN NASON,

Which was aceepted.

REPORT.

T the Most Worshipfid Grand Lodge.

The Committee to whom was referred the memarial and petition of Fraternal
Lodge, praying tor an extension of the time for their consecration, and also
for some reliet’ on account of expenses ineurred by renson of the inattention
of the Grand Lodge to its appointments for the public installation &t their
officers, ask leave to report, that a further time of one year from the first day
of January instant, be allowed for the consevration of Fraternal Lodge and
the installation of their oflicers.  And, that whenever within the year these
services shall be performed, there be paid to the Treasurer of that lodge from
the funds of the Grand Lodge, the sum of Fifty Dollars, to assist them in
meeting the expenses of installation,

The same committee, also having under consideration the petition of Rural
Lodge, ask leave to report, that a further time of one year from the first day
of January instant, be allowed for the L'ouscur:uimi of Rural Lodge, and the
installation of its officers.

All which is submitted,
In Grand Lodge, Jan. 22, 1850, DANIEL GRANGER, per order.
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Which report was aceepted.

Voted, That one hundred and fifty copies of the proceedings of the Grand
Lodge be printed and distributed as heretofore, together with a sufficient
number of copies of the farewell address of the M. W, Past Grand Master to
furnish all the members of the lodges under the jurisdiction of this Grand
Lodge.

REPORT.

The Committee appointed to take into congideration the resolution sub-
mitted to the Grand Lodge at the Quarterly Communication, October 22, 1820,
by R. W. Joshua B. Osgood, relative to the amendment of the 17th section of
the 4th Chapter of the By-Laws of this Grand Lodge, having Lad the same
under consideration report,

That, in the opinion of your Committee, said chapter and section ought to
be so far amended as respeets the time in which subordinate lodges may be
consecrated and their officers installed, and that four years be allowed from
the date of their respective charters for said consecration and installation,

‘Which is respectfully submitted,
Junuary 22, 1830. THOMAS CLARK, per order.

The foregoing report having been fully discussed, on motion,
Voted, That the subject be indefinitely postponed.

REPORT.

The Committee to whom was referred the petition of Penobscot Lodge,
having attended to the duty assigned them, ask leave to report, that in their
opinion the interest of Masonry would be promoted by complying with the
wishes of the petitioners and giving the permission to hold tlheir meetings in
the town of Dexter and Exeter alternately. They therefore recommend that
the prayer of their petition be granted, on condition that the petitioners pro-
cure the approbation of Meridian Splendor Lodge to the removal of said
Penobscot Lodge as prayed for.

January 22, 1830. JOSEPII M. GERRISH, per order.

Which report was accepted.

REPORT.
To the Grand Lodge of Maine.

The Corresponding Secretary respectfully reports :

That since the last Avnual Communication of this Grand Lodge, the pro-
ceedings of the Grand Lodges of New Hampshire, New Jersey, Rhode Island,
Delaware, New York, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Virginia,
Mississippi, Louisiana, Missouri, Kentucky, Ohio, Pennsylvania and the District
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of Columbia, have been received; all which have been ecarefully read and
examined.

In the Lecturer’s report, published with the proccedings of the Grand
Lodge of Pennsylvania, it is stated *“that masonry in Pennsylvania may he
considered as flourishing in all the thickly settled portions of the State;” and
it appears by the proccedings of several of the other Grand Lodges, that
masonry commands the respect which it merits; and this is evinced by the
fact that a considerable number of dispensations and charters have been
granted within the last year, estabhishing subordinate lodges in different
States. The foreign correspondence does not, it ig believed, present any
auhject particularly requiring the attention of this Grand Lodge.

Jan. 22, 1830. JOHN L. MEGQUIER, Cor. Grand Secrefary.

Which report was aceepted.

The Recording Grand Seeretary reported the proceedings of
the Trustees of the Charity Fund at their meeting, Jan. 21, 1830.

Voted, That in future, all refreshments be dispensed with in this Grand
Lodge. '

Voted, That the time for consecrating Mount Moriah Lodge, and installing
its officers, be extended to one year from the first day of January, 1830,

The following resolution was submitted by R. W. Amos
Nourse:

Resolved, That See. 3d, Chap. 1st, of the By-Laws of this Grand Lodge, be
s0 amended as to strike out Portland, and insert Hallowell or Augusta.

The foregoing resolve being read,

Ordered, That the further consideration of it be postponed to the next
Annual Communication, and that it be published with the proceedings of this
Grand Lodge, for the consideration of the several subordinate lodges under this
Jjurisdiction.

Vaoted, That the Grand Treasurer be authorized to effect a loan or loans, on
the credit of the Grand Lodge, to an amount sufficient to enable him to pay
all existing demands against the Grand Lodge, and those that may acerue the
ensuing year, on such time and such rate of interest, not exceeding six per
cent., as he may think advisable.

The Grand Lodge was closed in ample form.

Attest, WILLIAM LORD, @. Seeretary.
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LIST OF LODGES.

The following is a list of todges within the jurisdiction of the
Grand Lodge of Maine, under the superintendence of the seven
District Deputy Grand Masters, viz:

FIRST DISTRICT.
R W. Samvrn Stermesson, Gorham, D. D. G. M.

Portiandi .o siiisisass N " Livividvsrinssdoes Tortland.
Unfteth s wiseasisieace 'O Busiie A e Brunswick
A v i eis B i sty Saco.
Cumberand. i ™ I New Gloucester,
A, Dand Magleoiivia ™ Wisdissivsiros ««s .. Portland.
i3] < A Y wvi B Sy e riies Kennebunk.
Freeporte, .. savaves pale- RS R A Freeport. 3
Adoniram, ... ...e000 bl T A R A T T Limington.
ORBOD s nmiins wivis " Bl SRR s T No. Yarmouth.
Harmony...... TRl . SO e Gorham.
Froedom. coiiie e o 0 W R A e Parsonsfield.

| Buxton..... R AR ¥ B imnssinassrisand Buxton.
Sh OO s daignin B Blusisasasasssasiings South Berwick.
Fraternal......... e 0 (R R caanae Shapleigh.

SECOND DISTRICT.
R. W. Sreruex Exery, Paris, D. D. G. M

Pythagorean.......... L Fryeburg.
Orietitl. oil wvi iiuinen sl 1 SR OIEr Bridgton.
DR ocsmmicaninig IR | I SR SRR Paris.
Oriental Star.......... el &R S Livermore.
(510 T N T 8 By e iy b iR Minot.
Blazing Star........ el | AP A Rumford.
Mount Moriah........ % Bioasandivrie oo Denmark
King Hiram. ......... “ Blissorsvvraseiasss Dixfield.

THIRD DISTRICT.
R W. Rures €, Vosg, Augusta, D. D, G. M,

Kennehee. . . B s b e wran s Hallowell.
Maine..ous vses 1 [, S s e Farmington.
Temple. ... LH.csvsnsms cereess .. Winthrop.
Northern Star......... 4 o o neeecAnson,
Hermon., ... .... TRl - T Gardiner.
Waterville.... .o.oouuus B sm s voees Waterville,
Somerset.. B . e Norridgewock.

Bethlehem..... ...... “ 85.s.viverinins «« o Augusta,
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Momning Star.........No. 4licceiiiinrenenvres Litchfleld.
cantral iy g | PR " China.
Lafayette. .o voevevess WdBL i e weresre s Readfield.
Rorilioss oains i FENI N Sidney.
Vassalborough i .. Vassalborough.
UDitY esev sonnesovsas o 3 Unity.

FOURTH DISTRICT.
R. W. Isaac G. Reep, Waldoborough, D. D. G. M.

1 F 1)) [ PR N - Biiowish vemnamasionas Wiscasset.
SOLAY. 5o v s o ywvvnnsie okl | O~ Bath.

(0, , 1] O Ll | Thomaston.
St. George...ovvenn. PR i | A Warren.
WHIRHG, vvin vorasewicnss Wi - T Y P Dowdoinham.
Union...ouee. AR — e ¢ DRI Y Union.

AR s acisnmirsminaises AETE © O - Alna.

P AT e R | | TR Y Thomaston.

FIFTH DISTRICT.
R. W. Hezexian Witniams, Castine, D. D, G. M.

Hancock.,.esasss I 1 R SIS Castine.

B 911 1], AR, B G....... ........... Camiden.

Felicity ..ovuu.. P - I P e (. Bucksport.
' PURBREE . 5.0 ¢ vcowmit mim T b a pond giths & £ I8Y WA Belfast.

Lygonia,...... Ty L () T e L Surry.

SIXTH DISTRICT.
R. W. Ovriver N. Arces, Lubee, D. D. G. M.

WOArEeD.o v vv bi 56 i Berbat it sartsas Machias.
Eastern..... o T R saaabar o s Eastport.
Washington.. . 4 L S O ) Lubee.
8t. Croix.....us PR R Calais.

SEVENTH DISTRICT.
R. W. Davip Snerarn, Sebec, D. D. G. M.

Rising Virtue......... 1) 9 | [PPSR Yo s Bangor.
Penobscot., .. coveunnn Ll | R P Garland.
Piscataquis.... . PR AR - ST B Sebec.
Meridian bplcndar € AU ciievansenvs . «..Newport.
Mosaic.. saaagear - BRlG s prasine s Sangerville.
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QUARTERLY COMMUNICATIONS.

e ——

[Transeript of the Record.)

Grand Lodge of Waine.

At a Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine,
at Masons’ Iall in Portland, Thursday, April 15, 1830, there not
being members enough present, the Grand Lodge was not opened.

Attest, WILLIAM LORD, &. Secretary.

Grand Lodge of Mlaine,

Quarterly Communication at Masons’ Hall in Portland, Thurs-
day, July 15, A. D, 1830,

There were not members enough present this evening to open
the Grand Lodge, and it was adjourned without day.

Attest, WILLIAM LORD, 6. Secretary.

Grand Lodge of Fnine.

Quarterly Communication at Masons’ Hall in Portland, Thurs-
day, October 21, A. D. 1830.

Not being members enough present to open, the Grand Lodge
adjourned without day.

Attest, WILLIAM LORD, @. Secretary.

14
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ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.
1831.

The Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine was
holden at Masons' Hall in Portland, on Thursday, January 20,
A. D. 1831.

Presext—M. W, ROBERT P. DUNLAP, G. Master.

R. W. DANIEL GRANGER, 8. G. Warden, p. 1.
“  JOHN L. MEGQUIER, J. G. Warden, p. t.
“  JOSEPH M. GERRISH, G. Treasurer.
“  WILLIAM LORD, Rec. G. Secretary.
“  PASCHAL BROOKS, Cor. G. Secretary.
“  MANLY HARDY, G. Marshal, p. ¢
“  Rev. ALLEN H. COBB, G;. Chaplain, p. t.
“  GORHAM PARKS, S. G. Deacon, pu. L.
“  DAVID BURBANK, J. G. Deacon, p. t.
“  NELSON RACKLYFT, G. Steward.
“  OLIVER GERRISH, (. Sword Bearer.
“  SETH CLARK, G. Pursuivant.
“  OLIVER S. HARTSHORN, L Lk
“  WILLIAM STEVENS, G. Tyler,

PAST GRAND OFFICERS.

R. W. WILLIAM SWAN,
“  CHARLES FOX.
“  SAMUEL FESSENDEN.

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTER.
R. W. SAMUEL STEPHENSON, from the First District.

The following lodges were represented, viz:
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Portland, No. 1 Cumberland, No. 12 Casco, No. 36
H&:m “ 4 Solar, “ 14  Washington, “87
Ke j “ 5 A. Land Mark, " 18 Harmony, " .88
Amity, LU Oriental Star, LU Aurora, “ 50
Eastern, * 7 'Temple, “ 25  Fraternal, “ BB
United, “ 8 TFelicity, “ 28  Mount Moriah, “ b6
Saco, “ 9  Freeport, “ 82

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form. Prayers were

offered by the Grand Chaplain.

The Committee on Finance submitted the following report:

The Committee on Finance having attended to the various dulies of their

appointment, submit their annual report, as follows :
There was a balunce in the hands of the Grand Treas-
urer at the annual settlement, Jan. 1830, of
Reeeived from the D. D. G. Master of 2d District on
second return,
Received from the D. D. G. Master of Tth District on
second return,

Received for my note given by virtue of a vote of the
Grand Lodge,

There has been paid by the Treasurer since the last
annual report, as follows :

Toinerease the Charity Fund, being one-halfof the bal-
ance remaining in the T'reasury on settlement, 1880,

Sundry printing bills amounting to

Amount allowed the G, 'I'reasurer for his services up to
January, 1830,

Amount allowed Grand R. Sec’y for his services to
same period,

Amount allowed G. Tyler for his services to same period,

Amount paid G. Steward’s bill to this period,

Paid interest on moneys bhorrowed,

Stationery and postages,

Paid Hall rent to January 1, 1831,

8. L. Valentine, ). D. G, Master 7th District, for sun-
dry expenses,

Cash, paid money borrowed for use of Grand Lodge,

Deduct amount of receipts as per statement,

Leaving due the Treasurer on this account,

§15.38%
$6.00

27.00
—_ 33.00

120.00
$168.384

7.69
21.25

20.00

55.00
8,00
47.88
8.00
1277
40.00

228
120.00

847.87
168.58%

F178.984
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Statement of the Charity Fund of the Grand Lodge of Maine, January,

1831. .
10 shares in Bank of Portland, 1000.00
10 shares in Casco Bank, 1000.00
20 shares in Canal Bank, 2000.00
Sundry Notes of hand on interest, in the hands of the
Treasurer,.and which are satisfactorily secured, 010.00
Cash in the hands of the Treasurer, 278.00
——$5158.00
Received since the last annual settlement, viz:
For interest and dividends on Bank Stock, 286.22
He has paid in sundry donations by order of the
Trustees, 189.00
Balance applicable to relief, 147.22
8286.22
Donations made by the Board of Trustees, January 20,
1831, 4 147.00
Leaving a balance in the hands of the Treasurer, of 22
There is in the hands of the Treasurer applicable to the
increase of the funds, $278.004

The accounts of the Treasurer have been examined and found correct.
Your Committee have also examined the records of the Grand Secretary, and
find in both instances that the duties of their respective offices have been
discharged with their wsual accuracy and fidelity. They recommend an
nllowance of forty dollars for his services to this period—thirty dollars to the
Grand Treasurer, and eight dollars to the Grand Tyler for their services to
this period. Although the foregoing statement of the funds of the Grand
Lodge does not present a very cheering aspect, the Committee are pleased to
learn that there are no oulstanding debts due from the lodge excepting the
balance stated to be due the Treasurer, which may be liguidated by obtaining
a credit from the Charity Fund, to be reimbursed hereafter.

All which is respecifully submitted.
Portland, Jan, 20, 1831, WILLIAM SWAN, for the Com.on Finance.

Which report was accepted.

Voted, That the several sums recommended in the Report of the Committee
of Finance for services, be paid to the persons therein named, by the Grand
Treasurer, as recommended.

R. W. Bro.Joseph M, Gerrish presented the Charity Fund of the
Grand Lodge with the sum of Thirty Dollars, being the amount
allowed him for his services as Grand Treasurer the past year.

On motion,
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Voted, unanimonsly, that the thanks of this Grand Lodge be pf‘eseu!ed to R.
w. Bgther Gerrish, for this repeated instance of his liberality, and that the
donaf®n be distributed agreeable to his request, viz: to Bro. Wm. Stevens,
of Portland, ten dollars; to Rev. Jacob Herrick, of Durham, ten dollars; to
the wife of Jacol Herrick, Jr., five dollars, and to the widow Brown, of Port-
land, five dollars.

The Grand Lodge proceeded to the election of officers,

The following R. W, Brethren were chosen a Committee to
sort and count the votes for Grand Officers, viz: R. W, William
Swan, Benjamin J. Herrick and Moses Fuller, who reported the
following brethren to be duly elected, viz:

M. W. ROBER'T P. DUNLAP of Brunswick, Grand Master.
R. W. AMOS NOURSE of Hallowell, Senior Grand Warden.
R. W. Rev. REUBEN NASON of Gorhgm, Junior Grand Warden.
R. W. JAMES 3. CAHOON of Portland, Grand Treasurer.®
R. W. WILLIAM LORD of Portland, Recording Grand Secretary.

R. W. Charles Fox, Joseph M. Gerrish and Eleazer Wyer were
chosen a Committee of Finance.

The M. W. Grand Master then installed the Senior and Junior
Grand Wardens, Grand Treasurerand Recording Grand Secretary,

To the Most Worshipful (irand Lodge of Maine,

The Corresponding Grand Secretary respectfully reports :

That since the lust Annual Communication the friendly courtesies of this
Grand Lodge have been reciprocated by the Grand Lodges of New Hampshire,
Massachusetts, Ohio, Vermont, Georgia, Alabama, Louisiana, New Jersey,
New York, Kentucky, Mississippi, Maryland and Delaware, from whom the
proceedings at their aunual communications have been duly received by the
Grand Secretary. :

These communications ure oceupied mostly with matters of a local eharacter,
and after a eareful examination of their proceedings, it is believed that nothing
is presented particularly requiring the attention of this Grand Lodge.

January 20, 1831. PASCHAL BROOKS, ¢\ G. Secretary.

Which report was aceepted,

Voted, That the Grand Treasurer be authorized to borrow on the credit of
the Grand Lodgo, the sum of two hundred and fifty-six dollars and ninety-
eight cents, for the purpose of paying the debts due by the Grand Lodge.

*B. W. JOSEPH M, GERBISH was unanimonsly re-elected, but declined to serve.
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Voted, That the further consideration of the resolution submitted by R.W.
Amos Nourse at the last Annual Communication, be postponed until the next
Quarterly Communication of this Grand Lodge.

On motion,

Voted, That a further time of one year be allowed for the conseeration of
Mount Moriah Lodge of Denmark, and the installation of its officers.

A communication from Fraternal Lodge at Shapleigh was laid
before the Grand Lodge. Tead and committed to R. W. Wm
Swan, Gorham Parks and David €. Magoun, to report at the ad-
journment.

The Grand Lodge adjourned to Friday evening next, Jan. 21.

Masons’ Havr, Portland, January 21, A, D. 1831,
The Grand Lodge met at 7 o'clock, P. M, agreeably to

adjournment.
Presext—M. W. ROBERT P. DUNLAY, Grand Master,
R. W. JOHN L. MEGQUIER, 8. G. Warden, p. t.

“  MOSES FULLER, J. G. Warden, p. t.
“  JAMES B. CAHOON, G. Treasurer.
“  WILLIAM LORD, R. G. Secretary.
“  PASCHAL BROOKS, Cor. G. Sec'y.
“  SAMUEL STEPHENSON, G. Marshal, p. t.
“ B. G. LADD, 8. G. Deacon, p. t.
“  DAVID C. MAGOUN, J. G. Deacon, p. t.
“  NELSON RACKLYFT, G. Steward.
“, BSETH CLARK, G. Pursuivant.
“ OLIVER S. HARTSHORN, L5 5
“  WILLIAM STEVENS, G. Tyler.

PAST GRAND OFFICER.
R. W. WILLIAM SWAN.

Lodges represented as yesterday.
The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form.

The Most Worshipful Grand Master then made the following
appointments for the ensuing year, which were announced by the
Grand Marshal, viz:
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R.W. NATHANIEL COFFIN, of Wiscasset, Deputy Grand Master.
“ PASCHAL BROOKS, of Portland, Cor. Grand Secretary.
“ MROBERT R. KENDALL, of Freeport, Grand Marshal.
“  Rev. SAMUEL JOHNSON, of Saco, Grand Chaplain.

“ “ ALLEN H. COBB, of Durham, £
“  SILAS STEARNS, of Bath, e g

“  OLIVER GRISWOLD, of Frychurg, Sen. Grand Deacon.
“  MOSES SPRINGER, Jr., of Gardiner, Jun. Grand Deacon.
“  NELSON RACKLYFT, of Portland, Grand Steward.

y “ ELEAZER WYER, of Portland, 232
“ JOSEPH CHANDLER, of Augusta, &
* ISAAC GAGE, of Hallowell, A
* OLIVER GERRISH, of Portland, G. Sword Bearer.
“ SETIL CLARK, of Portland, G. Pursuivant,
“ OLIVER S. HARTSHORN, of Portland, “*

“  WILLIAM STEVENS, of Portland, G. Tyler.

The above named officers were severally installed by the M.
W. Grand Master, either by themselves or proxies.

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

First District—R. W. Samuel Steplienson, of Gorham.
Second District—R. W, Stephen Emery, of Paris.

Third District—R. W. Andrew Masters, of Hallowell,
Fourth District—R. W. Isaac G. Reed, of Waldoborough.
Fifth Distriet—R. W. Hezekiah Williams, of Castine.
Sizth Distrivt—1t. W. Oliver N. Allen, of Lubee.

Seaventh District—R. W. David Shepard, of Sebee.

The following brethren compose the Board of Trustees of the

Charity Fund :
M. W. Robert P. Dunlap, Grand Master, ex officio.
R. W. Nathaniel Coffin, Deputy Grand Master, "
“ Amos Nourse, Senior Grand Warden, -
“  Rev. Reuben Nason, Junior Grand Warden, L
“ William Lord, Recording Grand Secretary, iy

“  Albion K. Parris.

“  Samuel Fessenden.

“ William Swan. '
“  Charles Fox.

“ Daniel Granger,

“  Nehemiah Cram.




216 Proceedings of the [Jan.

The following resolution was submitted by R. W, William
Swan :

4
HBesolved, That from and after this date, every subordinate lodge shall pay
annually for the support of the Grand Lodge, one-eighth of a dollar for each
member constituting such Lodge, such dues to be collected and paid into the
Treasury of the Grand Lodge conformable to the By-Laws.

The foregoing resolution was read and committed to R, W.
William Swan, John L. Megquier and 8. G. Ladd, which Com-
mittee made the following report :

The Committee appointed to consider a resolve proposing an amendment to
the By-Laws, have considered the subject, and are unanimously of opinion that
it is expedient to adopt the same, but recommend that it lie overtill the next
Annual Communication, and that the Secretary communicate the same to the
lodges under this jurisdiction.

January, 1831, WILLIAM SWAN, per order.

The foregoing report having been read,

Ordered, That it lic over to the next Annual Communication, and that it
be communicated to subordinate lodges before the Annual Communication.

The Committee to whom was referred the communication from
Fraternal Lodge at Shapleigh, submitted the following report:

The vndersigned, a Committee of the Grand Lodge, have had under con-
sideration the petition of Fraternal Lodge to be installed in ample form, and
ask leave to report and recommend, that so much of the prayer of said petition
as relates to an extension of time and to an installation be granted, and they
further recommend that the whole ceremony be under the direction of the
District Deputy Grand Master for the district in which said lodge is situated.

Respectfully submitted,
January, 1831. WILLIAM SWAN, per order.

Which report was aceepted.

The Recording Grand Secretary reported the proceedings of
the Trustees of the Charity Fund at their meeting, January 20,
1831.

The Grand Lodge was closed in ample form.

Attest, WILLIAM LORD, . Secretary.




1831.] @rand Lodge of Maine. 217

QUARTERLY COMMUNICATIONS.

[Cranacript of thoe Recornd.]

Grand Lodge of Rlaine.

Quarterly Communication at Masons’ Hall in Portland, Thuys-
day, April 21, A, D. 1831.
No members present, and the Grand Lodge was not opened.
Attest, WILLIAM LORD, G. Secretary.

Grand Eodge of MWuine,
Quarterly Communication at Masons’ Hall in Portland, Thurs-
day, July 21, A. D. 1831.

Presexr—DBrothers [Joln ] Gilman, John L. Megquier,
David Burbank, W. Morse, Jr.,John Purinton and William Lord.

The Charter, Records &e., of Kennebee Lodge, were returned
to the Grund Lodge by Bro's Gilman and Morse,

Not being members enough present, the Grand Lodge was not
opened.

Attest, WILLIAM LORD, Grand Secretary.

Grand Lodge of Flaine.
Quarterly Communication at Masons’ Hall in Portland, Thurs-
day, October 20, A. D. 1831.

The Grand Lodge was not opened, there being no officers
present except the Secretary.

Attest, WILLIAM LORD, G. Secretary.



218 Proceedings of the [Dee.

SPECTAL. COMMUNICATION.

A Special Communieation of the Grand Lodge of Maine was
holden at Masons’ Hall in Portland, (by order of the M. W.
Grand Master), Monday, December 19, A. D. 1831,

Prespyr—M. W, ROBERT P. DUNLAP, G. Master.

R. W. SAMUEL STEPHENSON, 8. G. Warden, p. t.
“  JOHN L. MEGQUIER, J. G. Warden, p. t.
“  JAMES B. CAHOON, G. Treasurer.
“  WILLIAM LORD, Ree. G. Sec'y.
“  PASCHAL BROOKS, Cor. G. Secretary.
“  ROBERT R. KENDALL, G. Marshal.
“  DAVID BURBAXKE, S. G. Deacon, p. t.
“  GEORGE L. DARLING, J. G. Deacon, p. t.
* NELSON RACELYFT, G. Steward, p. t.
“  OLIVER 8, HARTSHORN, b s
“ ARTHUR M. DAVIS, G. Pursuivaut, p. .
“  WILLIAM STEVENS, G. Tyler.

The following lodges were represented, viz:

Portland, No. 1 A. Land Mark, No. 17 Harmony, No. 88
United, “ g Freeport, “ 93

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form.

The resolution submitted by R. W. Amos Nourse, at the:
Annnal Communieation in January, 1830, viz:

Resolved, That Section third, Chapter first, of the Dy-Laws of this G
Lodge, be so amended, as to sirike out Portland, and insert Hallowell,
Augusta,
was taken into consideration, and after being amended by striking
out Hallowell, was unanimously adopted.
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A communication was received from Joseph Chandler, Benja-
min Davis, and Rufus Chandler, Jr,, a committee of Bethlehem
Lodge at Augusta, tendering to this Grand Lodge the use of
their hall at Augusta for the accommodation of the Grand Lodge.

Voted, That this Grand Lodge accept the offer made by Bethlchem Lodge
for their accommodation.

Voted, That R. W. Joseph Chandler of Augusta, Amos Nourse of Hallowell,
and Moses Springer, Jr., of Gardiner, be a committee to make arrangements
for the meeting of the Grand Lodge at Angusta.

Voted, That Charles B. Smith and Joseph M. Gerrish be a committee to
fake charge of the records, papers and furniture of the Grand Lodge, now in
the hands of the Treasurer and Secretary, and deliver the same to the Secre-
tary and Treasurer, or otlier officers of the Grand Lodge that may be chosen
at the Annual Comumunication, taking their receipt for the same,

Foted, That Charles B. Smith and Joseph M. Gerrish be a committee to
dispose of all the unnecessary furniture of the Grand Lodge, and pay the
amount received for the same into the Treasury.

The following resolution was submitted by R. W. John L.
Megquier, viz:

Resalved, That Seetion third, Chapter first of the By-Laws of this Grand
Lodge be amended, by striking out in the first line of said section the words
“regular meetings,” and inserting the words “Annual Communications” :
also, by striking out the third line of said section, as printed, and inserting
in licu thereof the words *“ Thursday of January.”

The foregoing resolution was read, and committed to R. W.
John L. Megquier, George L. Darling and Robert R. Kendall:
which committee unanimously recommended the adoption of
said resolution.

Ordered, That the further consideration of the subject be postponed to the
next Annual Communiention, and that the same be printed and forwarded to
the several subordinate lodges for their consideration.

The Grand Lodge was closed in ample form.

Attest, WILLIAM LORD, @. Secretary.
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Proceedings of the

EJ“I

ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.

1832.

The Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine
was holden at Masons’ Hall in Augusta, on Thursday, the 19th
day of January, A, D, 1832,

Presext—M, W,
R. W.

The following lodges were represented :

ROBERT P. DUNLAP,
EBEN HILTON,
CHARLES B. SMITI,

J. B. CAHOON,
JOSEPI M. GERRISI,

ROBERT R. KENDALL,
REUEL WASHBURN,
WILLIAM HASKELL,
JOSEPH CHANDLER,
DANIEL WADSWORTH,
FREDERICK WINGATE,

Portland, No.1  Freeport,
Lincoln, “ 3 Temple,
Lastern, o Northern Star,
United, "8 Union,

Solar, “14 Hermon,

A. Land Mark, *“ 17

No. 23

Grand Master.

5. G. Warden, p. t.
J. G. Warden, p. t.
Grand Treasurer.
R. G. SBecretary, p. t.
Grand Marshal.

S. G. Deacon, p. t.
J. G. Deacon, p. t.
G. Steward, p. t.
G. Steward, p. t.
Grand Tyler, p. ¢.

Waterville, No. 38
Washington, L
Lafayette, 48
Rural, “ 68
King Hiram, * b7

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form.

The report from the Corresponding Grand Secretary was read

and accepted,
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A communication from the Distriet Deputy Grand Master of
the Seventh District was read and placed on file.

The proecedings of the last meeting were read by the Record-
ing Grand Secretary, pro tem,
Voted, That the amendment in the constitution as proposed at the last

meeting be adopted, and that in future there be only one meeting of the Grand
Lodge annually.

Voted, That R. W. Reuel Washhurn, Jonathan Thayer, David C. Magoun,
Joseph Chandler and Benjamin Folsom be a Committee to consider whether
the interest which acerned from the Charity Fuund during the past year can be
now appropriated for the relief of such poor and distressed brethren, their
widows and orphans, #s may he considered worthy of assistance, and report
at the adjournment of this meeting.

Proceeded to the ehoice of officers.

Voted, That R. W. Benjamin Folsom, Benjamin Davis and Jonathan Smith
be a Committee to receive, sort and count the votes for Grand Officers to be
elected by ballot, who reported the following brethren to be duly elected, viz:

M. W. NATHANIEL COFFIN of Wiscasset, G. Master.
R. W. JOHN L. MEGQUIER of Portland, 8. G. Warden,
R. W. DAVID C. MAGOUN of Bath, J. G. Warden.

R. W. ABAPH R, NICHOLS of Augusta, R. G. Secretary.
R. W. JAMES B. CAHOON of Portland, G. Treasurer.

R. W. Henry W, Fuller, Jesse Robinson and Daniel Wads-
worth were chosen a Committee on Finance.

M. W. Robert P. Dunlap and R. W. Benjamin Davis were
chosen members of the Board of Trustees of the Charity Fand,
to fill the vacancies occasioned by the resignation of Albion K.
Parris and Nehemiah Cram.

On motion of Bro. May,

R. W. John L. Megquier, Seth May and David C. Magoun
were appointed a Committee to see if a member of a subordinate
lodge, once expelled, can be restored,

Voted, That the Recording Grand Secretary be requested to notify the
officers elect.
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A motion was made by Bro. May, to remit all dues from
subordinate lodges, but the question on so remitting was decided
in the negative.

Vated, That when this Grand Lodge adjourn, it adjourn until Thursday
evening, February 9, 1832, at 7 o'clock, then to meet at this place.

Adjourned accordingly.

JOSEPH M. GERRISH, &. Seceretary, p.t.

Masons” HarL, Augusta, Feb. 9, 1832,

The Grand Lodge met agreeably to adjournment.
R. W. Benjamin Davis was chosen Grand Seceretary pro tempore,

Vited, That this Grand Lodge now adjourn to meet at this place on Thurs-
day, the 16th of February instant, at 7 o'clock P. M.

BENJAMIN DAVIS, @. Secretary, p. t.

Masons’ Hacr, Augusta, Feb, 16, A. D. 1832,

The Grand Lodge met agreeably to adjournment.

Presest—M. W. ROBERT P. DUNLAP, (. Master.
R, W. CHARLES B. SMITH, S. G. Warden, p. t.
«  AMOS H. HODGMAN, J. G. Warden, p. 1.
“ JONATHAN SMITH, G. Treasurer, p. &
“  ASAPH R. NICHOLS, G. Secretary.

«  THOMAS GILPATRICK, Jr., S.G. Deacon,p t.
“  THOMAS GILPATRICK, J. G. Deacon, p. 1.
“  JOSEPH CHANDLER, G. Steward.

“  WILLIAM PARTRIDGE, G. Steward, p. t.
“  TFREDERICK WINGATE, G. Tyler.

Lodges represented, as on January 19.

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form,
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The proceedings of the last meeting were read by the Grand
Secretary.

The Grand Master elect being present, signified his acceptance
of that office, and was duly installed by the M. W. Robert P.
Dunlap.

The Grand Master was then pleased to make the following
appointments, which were announced by the Grand Marshal, viz:
R. W. AMOS NOURSE, of Ilallowell, Deputy Grand Master.

¥ ISAAC G, REED, of Waldoborough, Cor. Grand Secretary.
" JOSEPII CIIANDLER, of Augusta, Grand Marshal.

*“  Rev. SAMUEL J OHNSON, of Saco, Grand Chaplain.
L. “ FREEMAN PARKER, of Wiscasset, # "
“ % MOSES SPRINGER, Ji., of Gardiner, é

“ REUEL WASHBURN, of Livermore, 8. (i, Dencon,

*  LBEN HILTON, of Wiscasset, J. G. Deacon.

“  JESSE ROBINSON, of Augusta, G, Steward.

“ RUFUS C. VOSE, of do. b 36

" ELEAZER WYER, of Portland, e

' AMOS H. HODGMAN, of Warren, ¢ i

“  OLIVER GERRISH, of Portland, G. Sword Bearer.

“ WILLIAM PARTRIDGE, of Gardiner, G. Pursuivant.
* OLIVER S. HARTSHORN, of TPortland, * <

* FREDERICK WINGATE, of Augusta, Grand Tyler.

The above named officers, as also the Senior and Junior Grand
Wardens, were duly installed by the M. W. Grand Master, either
by themselves or proxies.

The M. W. Grand Master then ordered the formation of a new
Masonic District, to be composed of the several lodges in the
County of York, and to be called and known as the FEighth
Masonic District.

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS,

First District—R. W. John C. Iumplireys, of Brunswiclk.
Seeond District—R, W. Steplien Finery, of Paris.

Thivd Distriet—It W, Eben Fuller, of An gusta.

Fourth District—R, W. Zina Iyde, of Bath.

Fifth District.—R. W, Hezekiah Williams, of Castine.
Sizth District—R. W. Oliver N, Allen, of Lubee.
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Seventh District—R. W. David Shepard, of Sebee.
Eighth District—R. W. Frederick Clark, of Saco.

The Committee on Finance submitted their report, which was
accepted and ordered to be placed on file, as follows:

The Committee of Finance, having attended to the duties assigned them so
far as to examine the Treasurer’s account, ask leave to report aa follows, vig:

There was a balance due the former Grand Treasurer,
Joseph M. Gerrish, at the annual settlement in Jan.
1831, the sum of one hundred seventy-cight dollars
ninety-eight cents, 8178.98

And there appears to have been paid by him before he
handed over the books to his successor, James B.
Cahoon, the following sums, viz:

To Samuel Stephenson, D, D, G. Master, the sum of 2,60
L e [ L1 L1 fl)l' pastage. ']0
To Hezekiah Willizms, 1. D, G, Master, the sum of 2,00
To Jeremiah Martin, for lights, &e., the sum of 7.60
To W’m Lord, Recording Grand Secretary, the sum of 40.00
To William Stevens, Tyler, the sum of 8.00
To amount allowed Treasurer, 30.00
—_— 30010
$260.08
And there was received by the said Gerrish the following sums, viz:
From Samuel Stephenson D. I). G. Master, 10.00
“  THegekiah Williams " % 85.75
“ David Shepard " " 3.87
i —_ 4012
£219.96

There appears to have been paid by the present Grand Treasurer up to this
time, the following sums, viz:

Shirley & Hyde's bill for printing, 91.30
Thomas Todd's “ 3.75
Samuel Stephenson, D. D. G. Master, 13.00
W'm Lord, G. Secretary, for postage, &e., 5.26
J. Martin, lights, &e., 6.00
Hall rent, 40.00
1. Shepard, D. D, G, Master, 14.76
Israel Waterhouse, transporting furniture, regalin, &c.,
to Augusta,

179.06
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And it appears that said Cahooh has received up to the
present time the following sums, viz:
From Charles B. Smith, for furniture sold by vote of
Grand Lodge, . y 8.10
From D. Shepherd, D, D. G. Master, 28.75 S

$142.12

And there appears now to be due to the Treasurer, James B. Cahoon, the
sum of one hundred forty-two dollars and twelve cents.

The amount which appears by this account to be due to the former Treasurer
of two hundred nineteen dollars and ninety-six cents was carried to the Charity
Fund account and there settled and balanced.

All which is respectfully submitted,

JESSE ROBINSON, per order.

Statement of the Charity Fund of the Grand Lodge of Maine, January

1882, viz :
10 shares in Bank of Portland, cost, 1000.00
10 shares in Casco Bank, Lis 1000.00,
20 shares in Canal Bank, . 2000.00
$4000.00
Sundry promissory notes, viz :
John L. Megquier and others, 200.00
Jonathan Greenleaf & 50.00
Moses (ireenleaf < 150.00
Thomas Herrick = 100.00
Stephen Stephenson a 200.00
Oliver Griswold 4 200.00
William Walker % 10.00
— 910.00
$4,910.00
There is due from the Grand Lodge to the Charity Fand'
for money loaned them by vote of said Grand Lodge,
at their annual meeting, January, 1831, to pay the.
debts due from said Grand Lodge to sundry individ-
uals, and to be reimbursed when in funds, the
sum of ; 210.96
$5,120.96

Interest and dividends received since last Annusl Communication, viz :
15
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Balance in hands of Treasurer on settlethent, April 15,
1831, _ 58.25
Interest and dividends received since, 246.00

£304.26

Should the Grand Lodge pass a vote as of last year to
borrow of the Charity Fund to pay its debts, and
allowing the same to the' Treasurer, Secretary and
Tyler, as of last year, which woulld amount to 220,12

$84.14

There would be eighty-four dollars only remaining which would be applica-
ble to relief.

On examination of the Treasurer's books, we find there
is due to him a balance on the general account, which

is herewith exhibited, the sum of 142,12
To pay the Treasurer, Secretary and Tyler of last year,
a8 we have reported, T8.00

§220.12

The Grand Lodge stands now indebted to the Charity
Fund, the sum of 219.96
Should another loan be made to pay the debts of 1831,
a8 above stated, viz: 220.12

$110.08

The Grand Lodge will be indebted to the Charity Fund the sum of four
hundred forty dollars and eight cents.

JESSE ROBINSON, per order,
On motion of R. W. Joseph M. Gerrish,

Vated, That the Grand Treasurer be autliorized to borrow from the Charity
Fund, the sum of two hundred and twenty dollars and twelve cents to pay
the debts due from the Grand Lodge.

On motion of John L. Megquicr,

Votzd, That the sum of eighty-four dollars and fourteen cents be, and the
same i8 hereby appropriated for the purpose of Charity, and that the same be
distributed and paid under the direction of the Trustees of the Charity

The Committee to whom was referred the consideration of the
subject, whether the interest which accrued from the Charity
Fund during the past year, can be now appropriated for
relief of snch poor and distressed brethren, their widows
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orphans, as may be considered worthy of assistance, made a
report, which was read and accepted, as follows :

Tothe M, W. Grand Master, Officers and Members
of the Grand Lodge of Maine.

The Committee to whom was referred the question, whether the interest
which ncerued from the Charity Fand during the past year can be now
appropriated for the relief of such poor and distressed brethren, their widows
and orphans, as may be considered worthy of assistance, inzsmuch as the
Trustees of said fund have not held a meeting for that purpose, it being
required by the fifth Section, Chapter 5th of the By-Laws, that “all interest
unappropriated nt the end of (he year, shall be added to the prinecipal,”” have
hiad that subject under consideration, and ask leave to report, that in their
opinion the spirit of masonry requires that there should be an anuual distribu-
tion of said interest among the indigent brethren of our fraternity, their
widows and orphans, provided there be a sufficient number of applicants in
the opinion of the Board of Trustees, worthy to receive said charity ; and this
distribution should not be prevented by negligence on the part of said Trustees,
In fact itis expressly provided in the Section of the By-Laws above referred
to, that such appropriation shall be anwually made. It is believed by your
Committee, that upon a fair construction of the latter clause in said Section,
said interest should be added to the principal, when a balance remains, after
making just and equitable appropriations among the worthy and indigent
brethren, their widows and orphans, who apply for the same, or who are known
to said Trustees to be in distressed circumnstances and worthy Masonic aid,
and not otherwise. Dut if there could be any doubt upon the subject, it is
removed by the fact that this is an adjonrnment of the Annual Meeting of
said Lodge, and consequently a distribution or approprintion may now be
made under the direction of the Trustees, without conflicting even with the
letter of said provision. All which is respectfully submitted,

February 9, 1832, REUEL WASHBURN, per order,

On motion of R. W. David C. Magoun,

Voted, That the District Deputy Grand Masters be specially requested, after
giving seasonable notice of the time, to visit during the year all the lodges
within their several Districts, receive their returns, collect the dues of the
Grand Lodge, and make report at the next Annual Communication of the
Grand Lodge.

On motion of R. W. John L. Megquier,

Vaoted, That the thanks of this Grand Lodge be presented to the M. W,
Robert P. Dunlap, for the able and faithful manner in which he hag performed
the duties of the office of Grand Muster during the last two years.

On motion of R. W. Reunel Washburn,
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Voted, That R. W. Eleazer Wyer be authorized to procure clothing for the
Eighth Masonic District.
The Committee appointed to inquire whether a mason who
has been expelled by a subordinate lodge, may be restored, made
a report, which was rend and aceepted, as follows
The Committee appointed to inquire whether a mason who has been expelled
by a subordinate lodge, may be restored, have considered the subject, and
report,
That, in their opinion, it is competent for a subordinate lodge to restore an
expelled Member of the Fraternity to the rights and privileges of Masonry,

upon satisfactory evidence of his reformation.
J. L. MEGQUIER, per order.

Voted, and chose by ballot, R. W. Henry W. Fuller, one of the Trustees
of the Charity Fund, instead of R. W. Charles Fox, whose time had expired.

A communication from Kennebec Lodge was read and referred
to R. W. Robert P. Duulap, Charles Fox, Samuel Fessenden,
John L. Megquier and Reuel Washburn.

Vated, That the Recording Grand Secretary cause the proceedings of the
Grand Lodge to be printed.

The Grand Lodge was then closed in ample form.
Attest, ASAPH R. NICHOLS, @. Secretary.

The following brethren compose the Board of Trustees of th
Charity Fund :

M. W. Nathaniel Coffin, Grand Master, ex-officio,
R. W. Amos Nourse, Deputy Grand Master, i

S Joln L. Megquier, Senior Grand Warden, L

i David C. Magoun, Junior Grand Warden, L

) Asaph R. Nichols, Recording Grand Secretary, g

b Samuel Fessenden.

“ William Swan,
Daniel Granger.

*  Robert P. Dunlap.

“  Benjamin Davis.

" Henry W. Fuller. -+

K™ The List of Lodges is the same as last year. The elghtlh District comprises’
York, Adoniram, Freedom, Buxton, St. John's and Fraternal Lodges, heretofore in
First District.

L |
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ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.
1833.

The Annual Communieation of the Grand Lodge of Maine
was holden at Masons’ Hall in Augusta, on Thursday, the 17th
day of January, A. D. 1833,

Papsexr—M, W, NATHANIEL COFFIN, G. Master.

“  AMOS NOURSE, D. Grand Master.

R. W. DAVID C. MAGOUN, S. G. Warden, p. 1.
“  REUEL WASHBURN, J. G. Warden, p. t.
“  JAMES B. CAHOON, G. Treasurer.
“  ASAPH R. NICHOLS, Rec. G. Secretary.
“  JOSEPH CHANDLER, G. Marshal.
“  BENJAMIN DAVIS, 8. G. Deacon, p. t.
“ CHARLES N. COGSWELL, J. G. Deacon,p. t.
“  DAVID NEAL, G. Steward, p. t.
“ RUFUS C. VOSE, L

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.
R. W. ZINA HYDE, from the Fourth District.
“  FREDERICK CLARK, from the Eighth District.

Lodges represented :

Ponrtrann, by James B. Cahoon.
AxcieNt Laxp Mang, % Jonathan Smith.
FREEPORT, & Theodore Curtis.
Henrmon, « Thomas Gilpatrick, Jr,
SoLAR, o David C. Magoun.
ORiENT, 1 Peter Vigoureaux.

S1. Gronaee, i George Sproule.
ViLLAGE, o Moses Safford, Jr,
WasniNaTon, i Jabez Mowry.

S1. Jouxs's, e Charles N. Cogswell.
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The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form, Prayer by Rev.
Frederick Clark of Saco.

Proceedings of the last Annual Meeting were read by the
Recording Grand Secretary.

Proceeded to the choice of oflicers.

R. W. Bro's Benjamin Davis, Rufus C. Vese and Charles N.
Cogswell were chosen a Committee to receive, sort and count
the votes for Grand Officers to be elected by ballot; who having
attended to the duty assigned them, reported the following
Brethren to be duly elected, viz:

M. W. NATHANIEL COFFIN of Wiscasset, G. Master.
R. W. JOHN L. MEGQUIER of Portland, 8. G. Warden.
R. W. DAVID C. MAGOUN of Bath, J. G. Warden.

R, W. ASAPH R. NICHOLS of Augusta, R. G. Secretary.

R. W. Rufus C. Vose, Benjamin Davis and Zina Hyde, Committee on
Finance.

The Committee to whom was referred a resolve in 1831,
requiring that every subordinate lodge shall pay annually for the
support of the Grand Lodge, one eighth of a dollar for each
member constituting such lodge, such dues to be collected and
paid into the Treasury of the Grand Lodge conformable to the
By-Laws, were discharged from the farther consideration thereof,
and the same was referred to R. W. Reuel Washburn, Zina
Hyde and James B. Cahoon.

R. W. Brothers David C. Magoun, Zina Hyde and Charles N.
Cogswell were' appointed a Committee on Foreign Correspond-
ence.

The Committee to whom was referred, at the last Annnal
Communication, a communication from Kennebee Lodge, were
discharged from the further consideration of that subject, and
the samo was referred to R. W, Robert P. Dunlap, Reuel Wash-
burn, David €. Magoun, Amos H. Hodgman, Zina Hyde and
Joseph Chandler, with instructions to report at the adjournment
of this meeting.
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Communication from St. John'’s Lodge, was read and referred
to R, W. David C. Magoun, Amos Nowrse and Zina Hyde, to wit:

To the Grand Lodyge of Maine:

The undersigned, members of St. John's Lodge, No, 61, in South Berwick,
would respectfully represent that they received a charter from the Grand
Lodge in the early part of the year A. L. 5327 ; that the lodge then consisted
of only a few members and was destitute of funds; that those few, actuated
by a desire to promote the canse of masonry and the good of m 8, incurred
a considerable nuwmber of expenses, which are necessarily ineident to the
commencement of every lodge, injpaying the Grand Lodge for its charter, and
in purchasing the necessary jewels, working tools and furniture for the lodge ;
that during the first year of the existence of our Lodge several persons made
application and were aceepted and initinted into the mysteries of Masonry.
Encouraged by the good opinion of masonry which seemed to prevail in the
public mind here at that time, and indnced thereto by our increasing numbers,
we, by great exertions and much expense, succeeded in eausing a Masonic
Hall for our aceomumodation to be erected in the latter part of the year A, L.
5827; in conseerating which and in installing the officers of the lodge at that
time, we were induced to incur additional expenses of mugic, &e., thinking
therehy we should exert a favorable influence on the public mind in favor of
masonry. And we have regularly paid our dues to the Grand Lodge since we
received our charter, amounting to nearly $100.

To meet and liguidate all of the above mentioned expenses and many others
which have not been named, we have been obliged to hire a considerable sum
of money, and therchy get in debt,

This cireumstanee being generally known to masons in this vieinity, and
the anti-masonic influence which has prevailed here, have not only deterred
persons from becoming masons, but have prevented those who were masons
from becoming members of our lodge, and liave also indueced many members
to leave it.  Consequently we have had no work to do for more than a year,
and but little since the first year of our existence as a lodge; and our lodge
being emall, consisting of only twelve members at the present fime, our
quarterages have hardly paid our expenses from year to year for carrying on
our business. Being thus situated, in debt, having no funds and but few
members, about u year ago the holders of some of the notes due from the
lodge ealled on us for payment.  Those who had been members, hut who had
left the lodge in consequence of its debts, refused to contribute anything ;
eomsequently the few members then belonging to it, who had determined to
remain by the lodge throngh good and evil report, had to pay the debts which
then pressed, amounting to 3238, by contribution among themselves. There
still remaing due from the lodge 8150, the payment of which is now requested,
and which will have to be paid by still fewer than before, unless assistance
can be proeured from the Grand Lodge. We would therefore, in view of the
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above facts, respectfully request the Grand Lodge to assist us in the payment
of the last mentioned sum, and as in duty bound will ever pray.

(Signed.) Hiraum H. Honns, Simox Foss, Treo. F. Jewerr, Joux Frosrt,
Jonx Goopwix, Caas. N, CoGewWELL.

South Berwick, June 20, 1832.

Communication from ITermon Lodge was read and referred to
R. W. Regel Washburn, David C. Magoun, Amos II. Hodgman,
Zina Hyde and Joseph Chandler, viz:

To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of the State of Maine.

The memorial of the undersigned, members of Hermon Lodge, Gardiner,
would respectfully represent,

That we were all of us initiated, or received various degrees in Masonry as
the Kennebee Lodge in Hallowell, and in consideration thereof paid the cus-
tomary fees to the Treasurer of said lodge, thereby contributing a large
amount to the funds of the same,

That these contributions were made with the express understanding nnd
under golemn stipulations that they should be appropriated to Masonic purposes,
and to no ather.

Your memorialists would further represent that we are informed that the
members of said Kennebee Lodge, having abandoned the cause of Masonry,
have perverted the entire funds of said lodge to purposes not authorized by
their charter, by placing them out of the control of the Masonie Institution.

Being desirous that the amount by us contributed should be restored to the
Masonic Institution and appropriated to its legitimate objects, the undersigned
have thought fit to present this memorial, requesiing the advice and assistance
of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge, to enable us to recover back from the
funds of Kennebee Lodge, if the same are available, an equitable proportion
of the amount by us contributed, that the same may be placed at the disposal
of the lodge with which we are connected, a lodge which has never wavered in
the faith of Masanry, or despaived of its cause.

(Signed,) Bessamiy Smaw, Epespzer Wnire, Jas, Bowsay, Daviy
Near, W'st Parrrinog, Daxrer Cray, Ronert Gourp, E. F. Daxe, Jauzes
Tarnox, Cyrus Kixprick, Anyer Smarnt, Tuomas Giuearrick, Jons Sroxy,
Jous Haserrive, Freenony Graves, Seru Gay, Temason Wextwonm,
Daxier Woopwanp, Perer Vicoureavs, Ezexran Honues.

Gardiner, January 17, 1833,

Report from the Distriet Deputy Grawd Master of the Fourth
Masonie Distriet, was read and placed on file,

A verbal report or statement was made by the District Deputy
Grand Master of the Eighth Masonie District. in which he eave
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an interesting account of the truly Masonic spirit which prevails
throughout that District.

A motion in writing was made by R. W. Frederick Clark,
instructing the Distriet Deputy Grand Masters as to the times of
visiting subordinate lodges in their respective districts, which was
read and committed to R, W. Rufus C. Vose, Joseph Chandler
and Zina Hyde, ?

Voted, That when this Grand Lodge adjourn, it adjourn until to-morrow
evening at seven o’clock.

*And the Grand Lodge then adjourned.
Attest, ASAPH R. NICHOLS, Ree. G. Secretary.

SteveNs's HaLr, Augusta, Jan. 18, A. D. 1833,
The Grand Lodge met agreeably to adjournment,

Presext—M. W. NATHANIEL COFFIN, G. Master.

R. W. SAMUEL G. LADD, 8. G. Warden, p. ¢.
“  ZINA HYDE, J. G. Warden, p. ¢,
“  JABEZ MOWRY, G. Marshal p. ¢.
*  MOSES SAFFORD, Jn., G. Treasurer p, ¢.
“  ASAPH R. NICHOLS, Ree. G. Sec'y.
“  PETER VIGOUREAUX, 8. G. Deacon, p. ¢,
Y THOMAS GILPATRICK, J. G. Deacon, p. t.
“  BENJAMIN DAVIS, G. Steward, p. t.

" i

“ PETER TALBOT,
Lodges represented as yesterday. .
The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form.

Proceedings of the last meeting were read by the Recording
Grand Secretary.

The Grand Master was then pleased to make the following
appointments, which were announced by the Grand Marshal, viz:
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R.W. REUEL WASHBURY, of Livermore, Deputy Grand Master.
“ ISAAC G. REED, of Waldoborough, Cor. Grand Secretary.
“  JESSE ROBINSON, of Augusta, Grand Marshal.

“  Rev. SAMUEL JOHNSON, of Saco, Grand Chaplain,
“ % FREEMAN PARKER, of Wiscasset, “ “
ks ¢ MOSES SPRINGER, Ju., of Gardiner, o

“ EBENEZER HILTON, of Wiscasset, S. G. Deacon,
o Cf. COGSWLELL, of South Berwick, J. G. Deacon.
BENJ

“ AMIN DAVIS, of Augusta, Grand Steward.
“ THOMAS W. SMITH, of do. L L
“  THOMAS GILPATRICK, of Gardiner, L i
“ AMOS H, HODGMAN, of Warren, e i

Y OLIVER GERRISH, of Portland, G. Sword Bearer.

“  WILLIAM PARTRIDGE, of Gardiner, G. Pursuivant.
“ OLIVER 8, HARTSHORN, of Portland, * i

“ FREDERICK WINGATE, of Angusta, Grand Tyler.

The foregoing officers, except those reappointed, were duly
installed by the M. W. Grand Master, either by themselves or
Proxies.

DISTRICT DETUTY GRAND MASTERS.

First District—1. W. Jolm C. Humphreys, of Brunswick.
Second Distrizt—R. W, Stephen Emery, of Paris.

Third District—1. W. Rufus C. Vose, of Augusta.
Fourth Districe—R. W. Zina Hyde, of Bath.

Fifth District—R. W, Hezekiah Williams, of Castine.
Sieth District—R. W, Oliver N. Allen, of Lubee.

Seventh Distrivt—R. W. David Shepherd, of Sebhee.
Eighth District—R. W. Frederick Clark, of Saco.

R. W. Renel Washburn submitted the following report :

The Committee to whom was referred a resolution, proposed by R. W.
William Swan at the Annual Meeting of the Grand Lodge, held at Portland
on the twentieth day of January, A. D. 1831, requiring “ that from and after
that time every sthordinate lodge shall pay annually for the support of the
Grand Lodge, one-eighth of a dollar for each member into the Treasury of
the Grand Lodge, conformably to the By-Laws as originally adopted,”—have
had the same under consideration and ask leave to report. That said resolu-
tion was committed to an intelligent Committee of the Grand Lodge at the
time the same was proposed, who on the same evening reported unanimously
in favor of its final adoption; recommending however that notice should be
given to the subordinnte lodges that the further consideration of eaid resolus
tion, by which an alteration in the existing By-Laws of the Grand Lodge was
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contemplated, would be had at the next meeting of the Grand Lodge, which
was held at Augusta in January, 1832, And your Committee further report
that said resolution, throuzh mistake and necident, was not called up at their
said meeting ; and the question has arisen whether it be proper and expedient
at the present time to take into consideration said resolution and carry into
effeet the object contemplated thereby., Innsmuch as the subordinate lodges
had notice and did not appear to make objections at our last annnal meeting,
your Committee can see no good reason why the said resolution spoulid not he
definitely acted upon at this meeting, and we are elearly of opinion that it
is expedient to adopt the same, and make it a part of oor By-Laws. If sub-
ordinate lodges econsider .\-Iasrmry‘ﬂ be worth anything, they will not ohject
to paying their proportion of the charges which are neeessary in order to keep
the institution in a healthful state, and if they are satisfied that Masonry has
become useless and is not deserving the countenance and encouragement of
the brethren, it is time their charters should be surrendered and the Grand
Lodge be relieved from the discharge of its duties to such of the subordinate
lodges.

Your Committee therefore recommend the adoption of said resolve, first
amending it so that it shall take effeet from and after the present time, and
that the Recording Grand Secretary give immediate notice to the subordinate
lodges of the adoption of this regulation.

All which is respectfully submitted.
January 18, 1833. R. WASHBURN, per order.

Which report was read and aceepted, and the resolve adopted.

R. W. David C. Magoun presented the following report, viz:

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence have attended to the duty
nssigned them, and ask leave to report:

That they have examined communiceations received from the Grand Lodges
of Louisiana, Penmsylvanin, Rhode Island, North Carolina, Virginia, Missis-
sippi.' Missouri, Ohio, Georgin, New Jersey and Kentucky; and while they
witness in all those communieations, with great pleasure the gratifying evi-
dence that Musoury continues to enjoy throughont the United States, the
undiminished confidenee of its original friends and supporters ; sustaining its
high character for virtue, benevolence and usefulness; and that few, if' any,
are deterred by the late exeitement against the institution, from expréssing
their full belicf and entire convietion in the eventual re-establishment of the
prosperity of the Craft, and of the extended influence nnd satisfactory effect
of that charity, which is founded in the universal beneficence of our Great
Grand Master, and constitutes a principal rule of action for all good Masons,
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they at the same time do not perceive any matters or subjects requiring the
special notice or action of the Grand Lodge.
All which is respectfully submitted.
Angusta, Jan. 18, A. L. 5833. DAVID C. MAGOTUN, per order.

The foregoing report was read and accepted.
The Committee on Finance, by the Chairman, made the follow-
ing report ®

The Committee on Finanee, having attended to the duties assigned them
so far as to examine the Treasurer’s Report,@sk leave to report as follows:
There has been paid by the Grand Treasurer the following sums:

To 8. L. Valentine, for installing Mosaic Lodge, §10.00
“ J. & W, E. Edwards, 3.76
“ Fraternal Lodge, 60.00
“ 1. Wingate, 20.00
“ T, Clark, 26.99
7. Hyde, 11756
“ Printing, 16.87
“ Postage, 8.66
“ Becretary &c., 40.42
“ Treasurer, 30.00
§211.03
There has been received by him,
Of J. Herrick, §58.39
“ Lafayette Lodge, . 2.00
“ Portland, 6,00
“ QOrient, 25.25
— S0104
Balance against the Grand Lodge, $120.29

There has been received by the Treasurer,

Interest on account of the Charity Fund, $291.14, Should the Grand Lodge
borrow from the Charity Fund the sum of $120.20, due the Treasurer, there
would be $170.85 applicable to relief.

All which is respectfully submitted.
RUFUS C. VOSE, per order.

Which report was read and accepted.

Votad, That the Grand Treasurer be authorized to borrow from the Charity
Fund one hundred and twenty dollars and twenty-nine cents, to pay the debg
due from the Grand Lodge, as represented in the report of the Committes on |
Finance.

The following report was submitted, viz :
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The committee of the Grand Lodge to whom was submitted the communi-
cation of the Kennebee Lodge at Hallowell, making a surrender of their
charter, and to whom was also submitted the memorial of several members of
the Hermon Lodge at Gardiner, in relation to the disposition which the Ken-
nehee Lodge has ufade of its funds, and praying the assistance of the Grand
Lodge in recovering back an equitable proportion of these funds to be at the
digposal of the Hermon Lodge, having given to these subjects all the consider-
ation which the time allowed would permit, ask leave to report as follows :

We hah examined the records of the Kennebee Lodge, which are sur-
rendered with their charter; and thereby, as well as by the information of the
Committee of that lodge, fiud, that on the 19th day of July, A. D. 1831, all
the funds of the lodge, after payment of its debts and making several charitable
bequests, were, by virtue of several resolutions and a deed made and executed
in pursuance thereof, placed in the hands of Amos Nourse, Samuel G. Ladd,
Andrew Masters, Daniel Wadsworth, Isaae Gage, John D. Lord, Silvanus W.
Robinson, Simon Page and Charles Yaughan, Jr., as Trustees, to be by them
improved and appropriated for charitable uses, according to the original
purpose for which they had been raised; and were it not, that we do ot find
in these proceedings of the lodge sufficient security provided for the regular
administration of this Charity Fund according to the truly liberal and Masonic
design of the donors, we should at once recommend the acceptance of their
charter as offered, but we do not find upon the record any evidence of the
acceptance of the Trust created by their resolutions, nor do we find either in
the record or deed of trust any provision for the regular annual accounting of
these Trustees for the proper management and disposition of this Charity
Fund. Wedo find n provision for their ultimate accountability to the Trustees
of Hallowell Agademy, who are constituted by the Resolves and deed of the
lodge, Trustees of the fund instend of the nine individuals above named—
provided these individupls shall abuse their trust, or all decease before its
final distribution. DBut this Academy is by its incorporation a merely Literary
Institution, and if it have the legal power to charge itself with such a Trust,
cannot be supposed either to have or feel sufficient interest in the execution of
it to induce them to aceept that trust and perform the duty of watching over
the distribution of a purely Masonic Charity Fund : for such purpose the Grand
Lodge appears to be specially incorporated by the State. In view of all the
circumstances in the case, we therefore recommend that the acceptance of the
charter of the Kennebee Lodge be postponed till the next Annual Communi-
cation; and if in the meanwhile it shall be properly signified to the Grand
Lodge that the nine Trustees appointed by the Kennebee Lodge have accepted
the trust reposed in them, and will hold themselves accountable to the Grand
Lodge for its faithful execution in the same manner and degree as they would
be accountable to the ‘I'rustees of the Hallowell Academy, provided the
Trustees of gaid Academy had accepted the trust and assumed the responsi-
bilities contemplated for them—then. and in such case the doings of the
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Kennebee Lodge, in thus disposing of their funds be approved, and the charter
accepted, and also, that this Grand Lodge will hereafter consider itzelf as
standing in the same relation to the said nine Trustecs, and the survivors of
them, as the Trustees of the Hallowell Academy would stand towards them,
had they made themselves parties to these proceedings, qnd will accordingly
receive the regular reports of said nine Trustees, as to the disposition they
shall from time to time make of their funds, and discharge towards them all
such duties, and exercice over them all such powers as it was obviously in-
tended the Trustees of the Academy should discharge and exercigy, in order
to carry into full effect the benevolent intentions of the lodge.  And in regard
to the memorial of sundry members of llermon Lodge at Gardiner, claiming
a portion. ofsthe funds of Kennebee Lodge, your Committee are unable to
perceive that the said Memorialists have any just or legal elaim to any share
in said funds any more than the members of other subordinate lodges; and
it is believed that the Grand Lodge have no right to interfere to effeet the
object of the petitioners.

All which is respectfully submitted,

REUEL WASHBURN,

DAVID . MAGOUN,

ZINA IIYDE,
Augusta, Jan. 18, 1833, JOS. CHANDLER,

Commuttee.

Which report was read and aceepted, and the Recording Grand
Secretary directed to furnish the Chairman of said nine Trustees
with a copy of the sume.

The following report was submitted, to wit:

The Committee to whom was referred the petition of sundry brethren,
members of St. John's Lodge, praying aid from the Grand Lodge in relieving
them from their pecuniary embarrassments, have had the same under consider-
ation, and report:

That the case of the petitioners seems o your Committee to be one of
peculiar hardship—one that calls for the sympathy of the Grand Lodge, and
uot only for their sympathy, but for substantinl relief at their hands, if they
have power to grant it consistently with the present condition of their Treas-
ury, and consistently too with the paramount regulations of the Grand Lodge,
which every Mason, as well as every member of the Grand Lodge, must of
courseconsider sacred. Your Committee find on inquiry that the G. Lodge have
at present no funds at their dispasal even to meet the ordinary current expenses,
that in consequence of this deficiency they have been obliged to borrow, and
now stand indebted to the Charity Fund from 400 to 500 dollars. This

fund it will be recollected is under the charge of Trustees, who are authorized
.
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to appropriate the annual proceeds in charity to * poor and distressed brethren,
their widows and orphans,” but “no part of the principal of said fund” is to
“be expended for any purpose whatever.” TUnder these circumstances your
Committee do not see how it is possible for the Grand Lodge, however much
they may desire it, to comply with the wishes of the petitioners in relieving
them from their present embuarrassments. They therefore recommend the
adoption of the following Resolution.

Resolved, That the By-Laws of the Grand Lodge and the present condition
of its Trénsury render it wholly impracticable for it to make a donation, even
to relieve the urgent embarrassments of the members of 8t. John's Lodge.

All which is respectfully submitted,
Augusta, Jan. 18, 1833, A, NOURSE, per arder.

Which report was aceepted and the resolution adopted.
R. W. Rufus C. Vose submitted the following report:

The Committee to whom was referred the subject of instructing the District
Deputy Grand Masters as to the times of visiting snbordinate lodges, have
considered the subject, and ask leave to report :

That it be specially enjoined on the District Deputy Grand Masters, to visit
all the lodges within their respective Districts, and repeat their visits during
the year if it shall be deemed useful or necessary, to collect the dues to the
Grand Lodge, and make report thereof to the next Annual Communication of
the Grand Lodge, and that for this purpose the Grand Secretary furnish the
District Deputy Grand Masters with the necessary blanks immediately.

All which is respectfully submitted,
RUFUS C: VOSE, per order.

Which report was aceepted.

The following R. W. Brethren were chosen by ballot as
Trustees of the Charity Fund instead of R. W. Bro’s Fessenden,
Swan and Granger, viz: Amos Nourse of Hallowell, Joseph M.
Gerrish of Portland and William Partridge of Gardiner.

Vuted, That the Recording Grand Seeretary cause the proceedings of this
Grand Lodge to be printed.

The Grand Lodge was then closed in ample form.

Attest,  ASAPIH R. NICHOLS, Ree. G Secretary.
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The G. Master requests the District G. Masters to report the
state of all the lodges in their respective Districts in season to be
laid before the G. Lodge at their next Annual Communication,
Returns of lodges are to be dated on the first day of September
annually. District G. Masters have from that day till the time
of meeting in January to make their visits and procure returns,
and, as they have the power of appointing as many substitutes as
are necessary to perform this service, it is confidently hobed this
important duty will be fully done. Since the last meeting reports
have been made to the G. Master from all the Districts hut two.
So soon as all are received, a communication will be made by him
to the District G. Masters, and through them to the lodges under
their care.

The following brethren compose the Board of Trustees of the
Charity Fund:

M. W. Nathaniel Coffin, Grand Master, ex-officio.
R. W. Reuel Washburn, Deputy Grand Master, “

“  John L. Megquier, Senior Grand Warden, L

“  Dayid C. Magoun, Junior Grand Warden, %

“ Asaph R. Nichols, Recording Grand Secretary, “
“  Amos Nourse.

*  Joseph M. Gerrish.

“  William Partridge.

“  Robert P. Dunlap.

L Benjamin Davis.

“  Henry W. Fuller.




1834.] Grand Lodge of Maine. 241

ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.
1834,

The Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine
was holden at Stevens’s Hall in Augusta, on Thursday the 16th
day of January, 1834.

PrEsuvr—M. W. REULL WASHBURN, G. Master, p. t.

R. W. ZINA HYDE, 8. G. Warden, p. t.
“  BENJAMIN DAVIS, J. G. Warden, p. t.
“  THOMAS W. SMITH, G. Treasurer, p. t.
* ASAPH R. NICHOLS, Grand Secretary.
“  WILLIAM PARTRIDGE, G. Marshal, p. t.
*  THOMAS GILPATRICK, Jr., 8. G. Deacon, p.t.
“  DANIEL ORMSBY, J. G. Deacon, p. t.
“ EDMUND PILLSBURY, 8. G. Steward, p. t.

* CHARLES A. SYLVESTER, J. G. Steward, p. t.
“  FREDERICK WINGATE, Grand Ty!er.

Lodges represented :
Heryox, by Thomas Gilpatrick, Jr.
WATERVILLE, K A. Stilson.
Rorar, v Daniel Ormsby.
LawcoLn, ot N. Clark.
Sovram, & Z. Hyde.
Uxrox, s C. A. Sylvester.
MERrIDIAN SPLENDOR, * E. Pillsbury,

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form.
Proceedings of the last Annual Meeting were read by the
‘Recording Grand Secretary.

The Committee on Finance reported as follows :
16
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The Committee on Finance, having attended to the dutics assigned them
so far as to examine the Report of the Treasurer, ask leave to report as
follows ;

T'here has been paid out by the Treasurer the following sums:

To Thomas Stevens, for Hall rent two years, $10.00
“ 1. Berry & Co., for printing, 16.66
“ L. Severance, for 1 B.25
* J. Chandler, for postage, 3.69
* Secretary &e., 40.50
‘¢ Treasurer, 30.00
“ F. Wingate, Tyler, 2,00
“ Postage paid by Grand Master, 1.86
“ Frye Hall, for expenses of visiting Amity Lodge, 3.00

i

H. Williams, for visiting Felicity Lodge, and postage, 240
$113.25

There has been received by the Treasurer and now in

his hands, certain balances and interest belonging to

the Charity Fund, the sum of 277.80
Should the Grand Lodge borrow of the Charity Fund

the sum of $115.25, due the Treasurer, for sums by 113,25

him paid according to his report, which your Com-

mittee recommend, there would be left applicable to

relief' the sum of 164,060

The Committee further recommend that in future the
sum of thirty dollars be allowed to the Seeretury and
twenty dollars to the Treasuver, instead of the sums
before allowed.

« All which is respectfully submitted.

BENJ. DAVIS, |

ZINA HYDE, j Cammittee.

Which report was read and aceepted, And it was

Voted, "o borrow the sum as recommended ahove by the Committee on
Finance.

Proceeded to the choice of officers.

R. W. Zma Iyde, Benjamin Davis and William Partridge,
were chosen a Committee to receive, sort and count the votes
for Grand Officers to be elected by ballot, who having attended
to the duty assigned them, reported the election of the followin,
Brethren, viz:
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M. W. NATHANIEL COFFIN, of Wiscasset, Grand Master.

R. W. JOHN L. MEGQUIER, of Portland, Senior Grand Warden.
i DAVID C. MAGOUN, of Bath, Junior Grand Warden.
bl BENJAMIN DAVIS, of Augusta, Grand Treasurer.
“  ASAPH R. NICHOLS, of Augusta, Rec. Grand Secretary,

R. W. Zina Hyde, Thomas W. Smith and Rufus C. Vose were
chosen a Committee on Finance.

Voted, That when this Grand Lodge adjourn, it adjourn till to-morrow
evening at 7 o’clock.

Adjourned accordingly.

Attest, ASAPH R. NICHOLS, Ree. @. Seeretary.

Srevens's HaLy, Augusta, Jan, 17, A, D, 1834,

The Grand Lodge met at seven o’clock P. M., agreeably to
adjournment.

Presext—M. W. NATHANIEL COFFIN,
R. W. REUEL WASHBURN,

G. Master.
D. Grand Master.

ZINA HYDE,
CHAS. A. SYLVESTER,

8. G. Warden, p. t.
J. G. Warden, p. t.

“  NATHANIEL STEVENS, G. Marshal, p. t.
“  BENJAMIN DAVIS, G. Treasurer.
“  ASAPH R. NICHOLS, Grand Secretary.

EDMUND PILLSBURY,
LEVERETT LORD,
FREDERICK WINGATE,

Lodges represented ;

S. G. Deacon, p. 1.
J. G. Deacon, p. 1.
Grand Tyler.

Heryoxs, by Thomas Gilpatrick, Jt.
WarenvirLe, " A. Stilson.

Ruran, & D. Ormsby.

LixcoLs, i N, Clark.

Sovan, Ll Zina Hyde. .
MERIDIAN SPLENDOR, L I, Pillsbury.

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form.
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Proceedings of the last evening meeting were read by the
Recording Grand Secretary.

The Grand Master was then pleased to make the following
appointments, which were announced by the Grand Marshal, viz:

R.W. REUEL WASHBURN, of Livermore, Deputy Grand Master

«  ISAAC G. REED, of Waldoborough, Cor. Grand Secretary.
“  JESSE ROBINSON, of Waterville, Grand Marshal.

“ Rev. SAMUEL JOHNSON, of Saco, Grand Chaplain.
W  FREEMAN PARKER, of Wiscasset, g o
@ o MOSES SPRINGER, of Gardiner, g .

« EBENEZER HILTON, of Wiscasset, 8. G. Deacon.
(L N. COGSWELL, of South Berwick, J. G. Deacon,

« THOMAS W. SMITH, of Augusta, Grand Stewaril.
«  MOSES SAFFORD, Jr., of do. s "
« PHOMAS GILPATRICK, Ji., of Gardiner, * i
W AMOS H. HODGMAN, of Warren, L i

«  OLIVER GERRISI, of Portland, G. Sword Bearer.

«  WILLIAM PARTRIDGE, of Gardiner, G. Pursuivant,
“ OLIVER 8. HARTSHORN, of Portland, B

“  FREDERICK WINGA'TE, of Augusta, Grand Tyler.

The foregoing officers, except those re-appointed, were duly
installed by the M. W. Grand Master, either by themselves or
proxies.

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

Pirst District—R. W. Abner B. Thompson, of Brunswick.
Second District—R. W. Stephen Emery, of Paris.

Third District—R. W. Rufus C. Vose, of Augusta.
Fourth District—R. W, Zina Hyde, of Bath.

ifth District.—R. W. Hezekiah Williams, of Castine.
Sixth District—R. W. Oliver N. Allen, of Lubec.
Seventh District—R. W. David Shepherd, of Sebec.
Eightk Distriet—R. W. Samuel Johngon, of Saco.

REPORT.

The Committee appointed to examine Foreign Correspondence, have at-
tended to that gervice, and beg leave to report:
Thmt they have examined the Foreign Correspondence received since the
last meeting of this Grand Lodge, and find official communications from the
Grand Lodges of Virginia, Ohio, Georgia, Connecticut, Florida, South Carolina,
Louisiana, Kentucky, Rhode Island, Mississippi and the District of Columbia,
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together with circulars from the Grand Lodges of New York, Kentucky,
Louisiana and the Province of Nova Scotia. And finding nothing in either of
these documents which in the opinion of your Committee calls for the special
action of this Grand Lodge, they have only to recommend that they he
deposited in the archives of the same.
All which is respectfully submitted,
ZINA HYDE,

ittee.
ASAPH R, NICIIOLS,} Oenibite

The foregoing report was read and accepted.

Communications from Distriet Deputy Grand Masters, No. 1,
No. 2, No. 3, No. 4, No. 5, No. 7, with the accompanying returns,
were read and placed on file.

A Spcciﬂ Communieation from the Grand Lodge of Rhode
Island was read and placed on file.®

The following motion was introduced by IR. W. Bro. Z. Hyde
of Bath.

Ix Graxp Lovae, January 17, 1834,

Moved, That the By-Laws of the Grand Lodge be altered as follows, viz :

By repealing Section 1 in Chap. 5, and Sec. 5 in Chap. 5, and adopting
in lien thereof the following :

*“There shall be a Charity Fund established Ly the Grand Lodge which
shall be from time to time increased by adding thereto all moneys that there
may be in the Treasury at the close of the annual meeting, including all
donations not specially appropriated by the donors, and the intercst accruing
annually from this Charity FFund, after dedueting therefrom such sums as may
be necessary in addition to the receipts of the Treasurer for payment of the
ordinary expenses of the Grand Lodge, shall be appropriated either in whole
or in part for the relief of such poor and distressed brethren, their widows and
orphans, as they may consider worthy of assistance, and if the whole be not
so distributed, the residne shall be added to the fund.”

Also further to amend the By-Laws by adding the following proviso, to be
added at the close of the 8d Section of Chapter 6th of the By-Laws:

* Provided, That if, at the annual meeting of said Trustees, a majority of
the whole bourd shall not be present, vacancies may be filled for the time
being =0 that all necessary business may be transacted.”

Is Graxo Lopce oF Maise, January 15, 1824,
The undersigned, a Committee of the Grand Lodge, have considered the
within motion, and report, that the same be adopted and a copy thereof sent
to each subordinate lodge. Z. HYDE, per order.

* This communication relates to the anti-masonic excitement, and as we do
not find a copy of the answer, is now unimportant.




246 Proceedings of the [Jan.

R. W. Nathaniel Stevens of Hallowell, was chosen a Trustee
of the Charity Fund instead of R. W. Robert P. Dunlap, whose
term had expired.

On motion of R. W. Bro. Hyde of Bath,

Vated, That the question of aceeptance of the charter of the Kennebee
Lodge be postponed to the next Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge,
and that the subject be referred to II. W. Bros. Reuel Washburn, Benjamin
Davis and Asaph R. Nichols, with directions to inquire why the Trustees of
said lodge have not complied with the requisitions of the Grand Lodge, as
recommended in the report of a committee of the Grand Lodge, accepted
January 18, 1833, and to report thereon at the next Annual Communication of
the Grand Lodge. v

On motion of R. W. Bro. Hyde of Bath,

Vated, That the Secretary and Treasurer be a Committee to engage a
suitable place for the future meetings of the Grand Lodge and for a repository
of the furniture thereof.

Voted, That when this Grand Lodge adjourn, it adjourn until to-morrow
morning at nine o'clock.

Adjourned accordingly.
Attest, ASAPH R. NICHOLS, Rec. G, Seeretary.

Stevess’s Harr, Augusta, January 18, A, D, 1834

The Grand Lodge met at nine o’clock, A. M., agreeably to
adjournment.

Presenr—M, W. NATHANIEL COFFIN, Grand Master.
R. W. REUEL WASHBURN, D. Grand Master.
“  ZINA HYDE, 8. G. Warden, p. t.
“  NATHANIEL STEVENS, J. G. Warden, p. 1.
“  BENJAMIN DAVIS, Grand Treasurer,
“  ASAPH R. NICHOLS, Ree. G. Secretary.
a “  IEDMUND PILLSBURY, 8. G. Deacon, p. t.
* MOSES SAFFORD, Jx., J. G. Deacon, p. t

“  FREDERICK WINGATE, Grand Tyler.

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form.
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A statement of the Charity Fund and donations made by the
Trustees, was exhibited and read; showing that the sumn of
$164.60 had been distributed among twenty-one applicants.

The Grand Lodge was then closed in ample form.

Attest, ASAPH R. NICHOLS, . Secretary.

The G. Master requests the Distriet G. Masters to report the
state of all the lodges in their respective Districts in season to be
laid hefore the G. Lodge at their next Annual Communication.
Returns of lodges are to be dated on the first day of September
annually. Distriet G. Masters have from that day till the time
of meeting in January to make their visits and procure returns,
and, as they have the power of appointing as many substitutes as
are necessary to perform this sevvice, it is confidently hoped this
important duty will be fully done.

The following Brethren compose the Board of Trustees or
the Charity I'und :

M. W. Nathaniel Coffin, Grand Master, ex-officio.
R. W. Reuel Washburn, Deputy Grand Master, e
«  John L. Megquier, Senior Grand Warden,
o David C. Magoun, Junior Grand Warden, "
- Asaph R. Nichols, Recording Grand Secretary, i
¥ Amos Nourse.
“  &Joseph M. Gerrish.
“  William Partridge.
" Nathaniel Stevens,
“  Benjamin Davis.
“  Henry W. Fuller.
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REPORTS

OF

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

FIRST DISTRICT.

To rae M. W. Narnaniern Corrw, Esq., L
G. M. of the Grand Lodye of Maine.

Dear Sir: Since the receipt of your eircular of January 24th last, I have
attended to the duties required of me so far as has been the usual practice,
and herewith forward you a return of my doings, embracing the different
lodges comprising the First Masonic District, the number of members on the
first of September last, &e. You will perceive that there is nothing duc the
Grand Lodge from this return, and from all the information I could obtain,
there is nothing due for any former arrearages.

* * - B “ * - #* ™

All the lodges in this District keep up a system of organization, and
generally meet quarterly, exeept Cumberland Lodge at New Gloucester ; their
last meeting was in November, 1830, at which time the officers specified in
this return were elected, and no meeting has been had since. They had three
or four meetings that year previous to November, and but three to six members
attended. Their Charity Fund consists of about $400 in a Bad state; a
Committee was chosen to investigate the state of the funds and get additional
gecurity, &c., which Committee attended to their duty, but cannot get a
meeting of the lodge to make a report, and they say they fear that Masonry
cannot be again revived in that lodge. The other lodges in this District each
have a very respectable Charity Fund, except Casco, which has none. If it
were not for the funds I think very few of the lodges would continue in a
state of organization; that seems now to be the principal canse of keeping
them up. The lodges generally have abolished the quarterages, and endeavor
to manage their expenses in the most economical manner. I doubt from what,
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Ican learn that it would be practicable under the present state of affaira for
the Grand Lodge to ask any fee from members : the depression is so great that
any expense, however small, might be the means of doing nn injury by reducing
the number of members, who otherwise would be willing to continue. As
regards a subseription to the Grand Lodge to pay up the debt that has acerued,
by exertion it possibly might be obtained, but I should think it extremely
doubtful : notwithstanding there is nominally a considerable number of mem-
bers to each lodge, still there are but few that meet, and these few are
individuals who feel a deep interest in the preservation of their Charity Fund,
that it shall be properly managed and kept sacred for the object pointed out
by our excellent institation. As regards masons not members, I find it
impossible to ascertain with any degree of correctness, but I should think
there were more that are not members than are members ; it would be impos-
sible to ascertain. 1 appointed a Brother in this vicinity, who went to all the
lodges except Portland Lodge, and their returns had been sent me previously,

Yours respectfully,

- JOHN C. HUMPHREYS, D. D. G. M. 1st M. D.
Brunswick, February 8, 1833,

SECOND DISTRICT.

Return of Lodyes composing the Second Masonic District, under the Jurisdiction of
the Most Worshipfil Grand Lodge of Maine.

Mount Monrtan Lover, Denmark, 1830,

Fifteen members including officers ; one initiate ; due the Grand Lodge, $2.00.

Same Lodge, 1831, Thirteen members ineluding officers.  No work done,

Same Lodge, 1832, Dominicus G. Tarbox, Master; Cyrus Ingalls, S. W.;
Levi P. Sawyer, J. W.; Joshua B. Osgood, Treas.; William Pingree, Sec.;
Elisha Newcomb, 8. 12.; Robert 1L Miller, . . ; Beuaiah Walker, J. 8. ; William
Allen, Tyler. Nine—being all that are now members. T'wo jnitintes ; fees
due the Grand Lodge, 34.00. No alteration since 15832, Sept. 1, except one
death. Three masons in town not members.

Oriesrarn Lopge, Beidgton, 1830.

Twenty-tliree members including officers.  Oune initiate ; feesdue the Grand
Lodge, $2.00.

Same Lodge, 1831. 'Twenty-three members including officers.

Same Lodye, Sept. 1, 1832, George W, Cushiman, Master; William Bragg,
S. W.; Solomon Andrews, J. W.; Ira Crocker, Treas.; Samuel Farnsworth,
Sec.; Jacob Emerson, 8. D.; Eben Kilborn, J. D.; James Flint, §. 8.; Geo.
Peirce, J. 5.; James Stevens, Tyler.
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Members. Leander Gage, W'm Morse, Jr., John Kilborn, Jr., Eben Emerson,
Daniel Brown, Edward Carlton, Dan Morse, Abner Smith, Charles Whitman,
Joshua Sawyer, Bryan Paine.  No initiate ; one death; from fifteen to twenty
masons not members.

Brazive Star Lopor, Ruwaford, 1820,

Twenty-seven members including officers.  No work done.

Same Lodye, 1830. Twenty-six members including officers. One death;
one suspension. No work done.

Same Lodge, 1831. Twenty-six members including officers.  No work done.

Same Lodge, Sept. 1832, Joseph H. Wardwell, Master; Samuel Rolfe, 5. W
Benj. Poor, J. W.; Mozes F. Kimball, T'reas.; Hezekiah Hutchins, Jr., Sec.;
James N. Bricket, S. D.; Amos Andrews, J. D.; Francis Cushman, 8. 8.;
Thomas Bragg, J. 8.; Curtis P. Howe, Tyler.

Members. Francis Swan, Aaron Graham, David H. Farnum, Moses Abbot,
Alvan Bolster, Farnum Abbot, Joseph Adams, Moses Merrill, David Kimball,
Joseph Lufkin, Joshua Graham, James V. Poor, Jonathan Powers, John
Lufkin, Colman Godwin, Abel Wheeler, Cotton Elliot, Stephen (. Stevens.
Two restored that were suspended.  Twenty-eight members including officers,

Sume Lodge chose officers Jan. 2, 1833. Benj. Poor, Master; John Lufkin,
8. W.; James N. Bricket, J. W.; Moses F. Kimball, Treas.; Hezekiah
Hutchins, Jr., See.; Francis Swan, 8. D.; Joseph II, Wardwell, J. D.; Amos
Andrews, S. 8.; Moses Abbot, J. S.; ‘David Kimball, Tyler. Four masons
within the limits of the lodge not members. No work done since Sept. 1,
1829,

Oxrorp Lovee, Paris, 1831.

Twenty-three members including officers. No work done. I have been
able to procure no other returns from this lodge. The Secretary and records
are out of town, and although I have both notified and called, T have not
succeeded.

M. W. Naraasien Corrix,
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Maine.

The foregoing contains all the returns of Lodges in the Second Masonie
District I have been able to obtain. I addressed letters to ench lodge by mail,
requesting immediate and specific information on all the points contained in
your circular, and anticipated an immediate attention to the subject. In this
I have been disappointed.  On a former occasion I gave notice of an o
visit to each lodge, and my letters remained in the post offices untouched in
some instances; and in others, some lodges found it inconvenient to meet,
I find that many of the lodges have not held their usunal communicatio
This, and the general apathy prevailing, is to be ascribed to the crus
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against the craft. In Oxford, an attempt has been made to get up an excite-

ment against us: it has succeeded in a small degree, and to prevent the further

spread of the mania, the brethren have kept perfectly still. The same cause

has been my excuse for gross negligence in regard to the duties of my appoint-

ment; and although perhaps not a very valid one, this operated more than
. any thing else to produce a failure of regular returns.

I do not feel competent to make suggestions as to what may or should be
done. I am aware that the Institution must be abandoned, unless the forms
nnd rules are observed, and even then, it wonld be a cambrous, inert, fruitless
institution, unless it can be revivified, animated and inspired with the fire and
spirit of our anecient times of prosperity. I do indeed wish to see its former
prosperity return—when masons shall feel the inspiration of its holy principles,
and demonstrate the excellence of their faith by their lives and conversation.
This would create a moral power, which would withstand all the opposition
which might be brovght to bear against it. My hopes and fears alternate on
the subject: the prospect seems to me not flattering.  But it may be otherwise.

There are two lodges in this District which have not been installed, Mount
Moriah at Denmark, and King Hiram at Dixfield. The former wish to know
what their situation is, m“l what is best to be done. T can only refer to your
wisdom.

I inclose direct to you Eight Dollars—received as above, to which you will
be good enough to give its proper destination.

I hope and request that some brother, more active and faithful than myself,
will receive the appointment of D. D. G. Master in this District. Had it been
left to my option, or had I even been consulted before the appointment was

* made, I should have unconditionally declined, both for the good of the craft
and my own convenience, since I am and have been unable to attend to the
duties as they should have been attended to. .Ionty now ean regret that the
confidenee reposed in me has met so poor returns.

With sentiments of respeet and fraternal regard,

1 am your obedient servant,
Paris, April 7, 1833, STEPHEN EMERY, D. 1. G. M. 2d M. D,

FOURTH DISTRICT.

To Tne M. W. Namasier Corrin, Esq.,
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Maine.

In eompliance with a voto passed at the Inst communication of the Grand
Lodge, specially requiring the D. D. G. Masters to visit the several lodges in
their respective districts, and to report the state of the same to the Grand
Lodge, the undersigned, D. D. G. Master of the 4th District, having per-




252 Proceedings of the [Jan,

formed that duty in said District, would beg leave to offer the following as hi
report, viz:

From Lincoln Lodge, holden at Wiscasset, returns were reccived for the
years 1820, 1830, 1831 and 1832, during which no dues have acerued to the
Grand Lodge. No members have been added, died, been expelled, or have
seceded. The whole number of members returned is 28,

From Solar Lodge, holden at Bath, a return received for the years 1820,
1830, 1831 and 1832, presenting the officers elected for the year 1833, During
this period no dues to the Grand Lodge appear to have accrued, no members
Lhave been added, expelled or have died or geceded. The whole number of
members returned is 56.

From Orient Lodge, holden at Thomaston, receiveld a return for the year
1832, during which no dues had acerued to the Grand Lodge, there not having
Ligen any initiations since Sept. 1820. No deaths, dismissals or secessions have
taken place the past year, but thirteen members less are returned than in 1829,
Whole number returned 44,

From St. George Lodge, holden at Waldoborough and Warren on alternate
years, received returns for the years 1828, 1824, 1%30, 1631 and 1832, during
which no members appear to have been dismissed or to have seceded; ong
ied, ten candidates erafted and raised, and six members added to the lodge
Dues to the Grand Lodge 325,25, Present members as returnced 26.

From Village Lodge, holden at Bowdoinham, received a roturn for the
vears 1830, 1831 and 1852, during which no dues have acerned to the Grand
Lodge, no additions, dismissals, secessions or deaths have tuken place, M
bers returned 18,

From Union Lodge, holden at Union, received a return including the years
1850, 1851 and 1852, during which ene member has been added, three decensed,
none dismissed or seceded, three candidates erafted and raised. Dues to the
Grand Lodge Sie Dullars, but not paid for want of available funds. Number
of members 37.

From Alna Lodge, holden at Alna and Neweastle alternately, a return for
the years 1830, 1831 and 1832, during which no dues have accroed to the
Grand Lodge ; no member has been added or dismissed, or has seceded; ong
member has died, and the whole number now reported is 82,

From Aurora Lodge, held at East Thomaston, a report for the years 1
1831 and 1832, during which no member had been added, three had dece
but none been dizgmissed or had seceded.  Whole number returned 26,

Making the total number of members belonging to the eight lodges
stituting the 4th District 267,

The records of all these lodges appeared to have been kept in a neat
corrcet manner, but the regular meetings of Alna Lodge have been suspen
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since the year 1828 ; of Aurora since 1880 ; of St. George for about one year
past; of Lineoln forabout one year past; during which time no record hgs been
made by these lodges.

All which is respectfully submitted,
Augusta, Jan. 17, 1833. Z. IYDE, D. D. G. M. 4th Al D.

.

To i M. W, Natuasien Cormnd, Esq.,
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Maine.

Sin:—Having performed in a measure the duty assigned me as D. D. G.
Master of the 4th Masonic District of Maine for the year 1832, T now bepg
leave to communicate for your personal information, the following particulars
resulting from my inquiries while on that duty, viz:

Alna Lodge, holden at Alna and Newcastle alternately, destitute of funds,
and not in debt to any amount of moment, No meetings held or quarterages
paid since the year 1828, when o Committee was chosen to adjust fiscal matters
between the Newceastle and Alna parts of the lodge, which Committee has not
yet acted. Considerable opposition has bheen manifested, but appears to be
subsiding, L]

Union Lodge, possessed of no available funds and not in debt, continues its
regular monthly meetings, but collects no quarterages, nor has it far some
years past. No opposition.

Aurora Lodge, holden at East Thomaston. No funds ; some small demands
against the lodge ; no meetings gince December 20, 1830, and no guarterages
nesessed since then.  Meetings for burials ocensionally take place. No oppo-
sition manifested.

Orient Lodge, holden at Thomaston. No funds or dues payable ; possessed
of a Hall; meectings held every two months. No opposition manifested for
the year past.

8t. George Lodge, holden at Waldoborough and Warren on alternate years;
possessed of five shares in the Thomaston Bank; meetings seldom held; no
quarterages assessed, and no opposition manifested.

Lincoln Lodge, holden at Wiscasset. No meetings had heen held during the

- past year, and no election of officers for the year now commenced.
‘Solar Lodge, holden at Bath, has a Charity Fund consisting of five shares
in the Lincoln Bank, and about 2300 uncollected dues from members for
-quarterages; is free of debt, and has a small amount in the Treasury. Meetings
have been held monthly without intermission, but very thinly attended for
the last three or four years.

Village Lodge, holden at Bowdoinham, has a Hall, and about $100 in funds;
does not assess quarterages, and has held no regular meetings for nearly two
years. Considerable opposition has been manifested.

A general depression of Masonic zeal was manifested, but no disposition to
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abandon the cause, and only at Alna was the subject of resigning their
charter spoken of as deserving consideration. At Thomaston, in Orient Lodge,
the subject had been agitated, but had not prevailed.
With much respect and fraternal affection,
Bath, Jan. 1833, Z. HYDE, D. D. G, M. 4th M. D,

FIFTH DISTRICT.

To tueg M. W. Narnasien Corrin, Hsq.,
Grand Master of the Grand Lodye of Muine.

Dear Sir :—Herewith I transmit my return of such lodges in this District
as are in a situation to make returns to Sept. 1, 1882, 1 authorized Bro. Frye
Hall, of Belfast, to visit Amity and Phenix Lodges, on that side of the Bay, and
have but just received from him the returns, from which it appears that Amity
Lodge at Camden, is in as prosperous condition as could be expected in these
days of adversity to the craft. They have had but one initinte for the last
three years, but their monthly communications havd heen as regular ag in the
days of their greatest prosperity. It is supposed there are abont seventy-five
masons within the limits of Amity Lodge not members of any lodge. T have
not yei received the dues from said lodge, but expect them.

Phanix Lodge at Belfast, has had no initiate since Sept. 1, 1829, and no
meetings of the lodge since June 20, 1831, It is supposed there may be one
hundred masons within the limits of this lodge not members of any lodge.

Hancoek Lodge at Castine, have had no initiates for four or five years, and
no regular meeting sinece January, 1852, In 1831 there were about twelve
members, and twice as many more masons within its limits, not members of
any lodge. This ladge has no funds,

Felicity Lodge at Bucksport, has not kept up its regular lxlont.lliy communi-
cations, but has had the severnl offices filled, and has made returns and paid
their dues, as eredited in aceount, $2.12,

Lygonia Lodge at Ellsworth, was visited by Bro. Alfred Langdon, who has
made return to me and paid the does of that lodge, as credited in aceount,
$1.624.

Itis thought there are more masons within the limits of the two last |
mentioned lodges not members of any lodge, than there are members.

I think it difficult Lo raise much money in this District by subseription.

Respeetfully your obedient servant,
HEZEKIAH WILLIAMS, 0. D. G. AL &th M. D,
Castine, May 28, 1833,
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SEVENTH DISTRICT.

To rue M. W. Master oF toe Grayp Lopee oF MAINE:
- * - - t 2 - - - -

I received my commission on the 20th June, by mail, unaccompanied by
any blanks or instruetions of any kind.  On the 24th December, adjusted the
accounts with Piscataquis Lodge, but was not able to collect together a
sufficient number of the members to make a formal visit.

Dee. 26th, visited the hall of Rising Virtue Lodge, having given previous
notice, but found no members present ; called on the Secrctary and examined
the records, found them in good order, but the Secretary was not prepared to
settle the accounts with the Grand Lodge, consequently left a request for Bro.
Valentine to settle the aceount dnd forward the returns to me; but not being
able to effect a settloment, it was deferred until January 29, when being in
Bangor I settled with the Secretary, as will be seen by the returns.

Two years ago I attempted to get returns from Mosaic, Penobscot and
Meridian Splendor Lodges, without visiting them, but failed of getting any of
them in geason to make o return to the Grand Lodge, and of two altogether;
and moreover, having personally attended to the duty last year in visiting every
lodge in the Distriet, and learning also that in other Districts that duty was
feglected, and furthermore, meeting with such success as T did as far as T had
gone this year, had on the whole concluded to omit the returns from the three
remaining lodges this year, until I received your communication on the Ist
instant, on my return from Bangor, and being taken sick of a fever on the 3d
was confined by sickness and snows until the 20th instant, when I vigited the
Master of Mosaic Lodge, examined the records and adjusted the accounts, but
received nothing but a renewal of the request to have the dues to the Grand
Lodge relinquished. 1 think it was some time in Feb. last that a petition for
that purpose was sent to me for my approbation, which under the circumstances
of the case was obtained, and I supposed was forwarded to the Grand Lodge,
since which I have heard nothing from it. The Master informs me that they
are much in debt and without the ability to pay, as will be seen by reference
to the returns from that lodge. In the present state of Masonry their ability
will probably not be increased and their dues to the Grand Lodge of conrse
be neglected. I would therefore smpgest the propriety of cancelling the dues
to the Grand Lodge up to this time, and in future to demand the usunl fees,
and if they neglect or retuse to pay them to demand the charter,

On the same day called on the Secretary of Penobscot Lodge, the Master
living at a distance, and found the members were so scattered that they had
had but one meeting since my visit last year, which is also very much the case
with the other lodges in the District; their meetings are rare, and but thinly
attended.

On the 21st, called on the Secrctary of Meridian Splendor Lodge, the
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Master living at a distance ; found him prompt and correct in attending to all
the duties of his office. ’

In all the lodges in the District, I find there have been but three initiations
during the year, a3 will be seen by reference to the returns.

I know of no one who has renounced masonry during the.year; there are
two however, in this region who, I have been informed on good authority, have
heretofore renounced it since the New York excitement. Col. Joseph Lee of
Milo, formerly the Master of a lodge in Bucksport, Maine, speaks of it with
indifference or contempt; and Rev, N. W. Sheldon of Brownville, who was
initiated and erafted in Piseataquis Lodee, has renounced and denounced it in
the most bitter invectives, has ereated a considerable Anti-Masonic excitement
in the neighborhood, and with the assistance of a few of his influential
neighbors has deluged the town with Anti-Masonie papers, almonacs, &c.

With regard to the fands of the several lodges, 1 canuot give a very definite
account. The Piscataquis Lodge are not in debt, and have only about one
dollar in funds. Having received their charter a few years only before the
excitement, they were somewhat in debt when that commenced; but by a
little exertion they have extricated themselves, and are now just abont square
with the world. Having initiated none for several years, and in the course of
events some (dying, and others moving entirely out of the country, their
members are gradually diminishing. The funds of Mosaic Lodge have been
alluded to above. Tn Penobscot Lodge T was informed that there was probably
something in fund, but how much they were unable to say, having had no
settlement with the Treasurver for several years. I was told that Meridian
Splendor Lodge was somewhat in debt; that they received their charter so
short a time before the excitement that they had never been able to pay up
their bills for their first fitting out.  What is the condition of Rising Virtue
Lodge 1 know nothing, as I have not been in Bangor since 1 reccived your
communication.

As to the debt of five hundred dollars due the Charity Fund, there are
differences of opinion respecting the mode of liguidating it. In general, those
I have conversed with on the subject have been of opinion that it would be
better to apportion the debt on the geveral lodges according to their several
ability ; or if that should not be practicable, according to their several returns
the present year, Iam of opinion that it ought to be paid in some way, and
that the current expenses of the Grand Lodge should be reduced as much as
possible, and that the assessment on the subordinate lodges should be sufficient
to meet that expense. * o * * * *

Yours with fraternal regard,
DAVID SHEPHERD, D. D. . M. 7th M. D.

Sebec, Feb. 23, 1833,
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ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.
1835.
The Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine

was holden at Stevens’s Hall in Augusta, on Thursday the 15th
day of January, A. D. 1835.

Present—R. W. REUEL WASHBURN, Grand Master, p. t.
“  ZINA HYDE, 8. G. Warden, p. t.
“  ABNER B, THOMPSON, J. G. Warden, p. 1.
“  BENJAMIN DAYVIS, Grand Treasurer.
*  ASAPH R. NICHOLS, Rec. G. Secretary.
“  AMOS H. HODGMAN, Grand Marshal, p. ¢.
“  THOMAS W. SMITH, 8. G. Deacon, p. t.
“  MOSES SAFFORD, Jr., J. G. Deacon, p. t.
“  WILLIAM PARTRIDGE, 8. G. Steward, p. 1.
“  WILLIAM TRAFTON, J. G. Steward, p. t.
“  FREDERICK WINGATE, Grand Tyler.
Lodges represented :

Axcient Lavp Marx, by Jonathan Smith.

Soragr, L Zina Hyde. i

8. Gronae, * Amos H. Hodgman.

ORiENT, - J. Miller.

FRATERNAL, " William Trafton.

HerMox, L William Partridge.

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form.

Proceedings of last meeting were read by the Recording
Grand Secretary.

The following report was presented :
17
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The Committee on Finance, having attended to the duties assigned them so
far as to examine the Report of the Treasurer, ask leave to report as
follows :

There have been paid out by the Treasurer the following sums, viz:

To Bro. David Shepherd, D. D. G. M. of the Tth M. D., 1L.50
* Stage driver for bringing Account Books from Portland, .50

Printing bill to L. Berry & Co., 14.20
To Joseph Chandler, for postage, 2.79
“ A. R. Nichols, for services as Secretary, £0.00
“ Treasurer for his services, 20.00
“ A. R. Nichols for stationery, b
+ Frederick Wingate, Tyler, 2.00
“ N. Stevens, sleigh hire, 1.50
§83.88
And there has been received by the Treasurer:
From Stephen Emery, D. D. G. M, of the 24 M. D., 8.00
* D, Shepherd, ’t & fgh: (1 16.00
* Tincoln Lodge by the hand of the Grand Master, 3.12% o718
Dividends on Bank Stock, 185.00
Interest on Notes, 45.00
—_— 23300
260.124
Should the Grand Lodge borrow of the Charity Fund
the sum of %56.204 which your Committee recom- b66.204
mend, there will remain applicable to charitable
distributing, the sum of $176.794. 176.794

All which is respectfully submitted,

THOMAS W. SMITH, ) (.
Augusta, Jan. 15, 1835, ZINA HYDE, A

Which report on being read was accepted.

Voted, To borrow of the Charity Fund the sum of $66.20} as recommended
by Committee on Finance.

Proceeded to the choice of officers.

R. W. Amos H. Hodgman, Zina Hyde and Jonathan Smi
were chosen a Committee to receive, sort and count the vo
for Grand Officers to be elected by ballot, who having attende
to the duty assigned them, reported the election of the followin
Brethren :
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M. W. REUEL WASHBURN, of Livermore, Grand Master.

. W. JOEL MILLER, of Thomaston, Senior Grand Warden.
“  ABNER B..-THOMPSON, of Brunswick, Junior Grand Warden.
‘" BENJAMIN DAVIS, of Augusta, Grand Treasurer.
“  ASAPH R. NICHOLS, of Aungusta, Ree. Grand Secretary.

R. W. Bro’s Thomas W, Smith, Abner B. Thompson amd
Eben Fuller were chosen a Committee on Finance,

R. W. Bro’s Zina Hyde and Abner B. Thompson were chosen
a Committee on Foreign Correspondence.

Reports from the District Deputy Grand Masters of the First,
Fourth and Seventh Districts were read, accepted and ordered
on file,

Report of the Commiittee to procure a guitable room for the
future moeetings of the Grand Lodge, was read, accepted and
ordered on file, to wit:

The Committee to whom was referred at the last Annual Communication,
the subject of procuring a suitable room for the future meeting of the Grand
Lodge, ask leave to report: That they have not yet heen able to obtain a
suitable place, but think before another Annual Communication of the Grand
Lodge, they will be able to procure a suitable room.

All which is respectfully submitted,

ASAPH R, NICHOLS,

January 15, 1835. BENJAMIN DAVIS, } Vemmtieh:

Voted, To aceept the alterations in the By-Laws, as proposed at the last
Annual Communication, in Sec. 1, Chap. 5, Sec. 6, Chap. b, and Sec. 8, Chap.
b5, the same having been communicated to all the lodges in this State.

Voted, That wheu this Grand Lodge adjourn it adjourn till to-morrow
evening.

The Grand Lodge was then closed in ample form.

Attest, ASAPH R. NICHOLS, @, Secretary.
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Srevens’s Harn, Augusta, Jan. 16, 1835.
The Grand Lodge met agreeably to adjonrnment.

Presext—M, W. Reuel Washburn, Grand Master; other
officers as yesterday,

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form.

The proceedings of the last evening meeting were vead by the
Recording Grand Seceretary.

Vated, and chose by ballot, James L. Child, a Trustee of the Charity Fund
in place of Benjamin Davis, whose term of office had expired.

The following report was submitted: *

The Committee appointed to examine the Forcign Correspondence, having
attended to that serviee, beg leave to report:

That they have examined the official communications received since the
lnst meeting of this Grand Lodge, which counsist of abstracts of the pro-
ceedings of the Grand Lodges of Kentueky, New Jersey, New Hampshire and
Vermont for the year 1884, and also from the Grand Chapter of New Hampshire
for the same year. And finding nothing in either of these docmments which
in the opinion of your Committee requires the action of this Grand Lodge,
they have only to recommend that they be deposited in the archives of the
same, and that the Secretary be instructed to forward the doings of this Grand
Lodge to each of the Grand Lodges in the United States und sueh other
Masonic Bodies as have heretofore extended to it similar civilities.

All which is respectfully submitted,
ZINA HYDE,

G ok
Augusta, Jan. 16, 1855, Az Tuoupsoﬂ,} Committee.

Which report on being read was neeepted.

The Grand Master was then pleased to make the following
appointments, which were announced by the Grand Marshal, viz:

R.W. DAVID . MAGOUN, of Bath, Deputy Grand Master.
“ ISAAC G, REED, of Waldoborough, Cor. Grand Secretary.
“ AMOS [, HODGMAN, of Warren, Grand Marshal.
“ Rev. SAMUEL JOHNSON, of Saco, Grand Chaplain.
¥ “ FREEMAN PARKER, of Wiscasset, o* "
- “  MOSES SPRINGER, of Gardiner, " “
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R.W. WILLIAM TRAFTON, of Shapleigh, 8. G. Deacon.
“ WILLIAM PARTRIDGE, of Gardiner, J. G. Deacon.
" NATHANIEL STEVENS, of Hallowell, Grand Steward.

“  MOSES SAFFORD, Ju., of do. = “
*  WILLIAM L. WHEELER, of Augusta, < g
*  THOMAS GILPATRICK, Ji., of Gardiner, = i

*  OLIVER GERRISH, of Portland, G. Sword Bearer.

" OLIVER 8. HARTSHORN, of Portland, G. Pursuivant.
" JAVAN KNAPP, of Gardiner, o i

“ FREDERICK WINGATE, of Augusta, Grand Tyler.

The foregoing officers, except those re-appointed, were duly
installed by the M. W. Grand Master, cither by themselves or
proxies.

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.
Fivst District—R. W. Joseph M. Gerrish, of Gorham.
Seeand District—R, W. Stephen Emery, of Paris.
Thivd District—R. W. Thomas W. Smith, of Augusta.
Fourth District—R, W. Thomas Eaton, of Bath.
Fifth Distriet—R. W, Hezekial Willinms, of Castine,
Sirth District—R. W. Oliver N. Allen, of Lubee.
Seventh District—It. W, David Shepherd, of Sebee.
LEighth District—R. W. Samuel Johnson, of Saco.

The following report was presented :

The Committee to which was referred the subject of inquiry relative to the
aceeptance of the charter of the Kennebee Lodge,® have made due inquiries why

* The papers laid hefore the Grand Lodge, in 1831, tendering the surrender
of the Charter of' Kenneheo Lodge, are as follows :

At & meeting of the members of Kennebee Lodge Leld at Masons’ Hall in
Hallowell, July 18, 5831, the following preamble and resolution were unani-
mously adopted :

Wiereas, Masonry in its principles and purity is an institution of benevolence
and charity, and ought to be cherished anid sustained, only so long as it is
beneficial to society, by conducing to these elevated and benignant purposes.

And, Whereas, the members of this lodge are reluctantly convinced that
from a combination of extraordinary circumstances, the period has arrived
when it no Jonger subserves these benefieent objects, but its mere existence
is made the oceasion of angry excitement and unmerited obloquy ; and it is
believed that a surrender of its Charter will involve no dereliction of maoral or
masonic principles, but on the contrary is enjoined hy both, as the means of
preventing discord and contention, and of promoting the true objects and
paramount design of the institution, the peace, harmony and happiness of the
whole community, Therefore,

RBesolved, That the Secretary of Kennebee Lodge be and Le herr.-by: s
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the Trustees of aaid lodge have not complied with the requisitions of the
Grand Lodge, and report: That they have received in answer thereto from
aaid Trustees the annexed statements, which are herewith submitted.

ASATPH R, NICHOLS,

January 16, 1835. BENJ. DAVIS, } Committee.

The statements referred to are as follows:

The Committee to whom was referred the doings of the Grand Lodge of
Maine in 1833 and 1834, in regard to the acceptance of the charter of Kennebee
Lodge, have had the same under consideration, and report :

That on examination they find nothing in the proceedings of the Grand
Lodge which calls for the action, or specially invites the attention of the
‘Trustees, except that part which seems to contemplate that said Trustees may
and ought to absolve themselves from the accountability under which they
now stand to the Trustees of Hallowell Academy, and assume in lieu thereof,
a similar accountability to the Grand Lodge of Maine, And in reference to
this point, your Committee would remark that, after much reflection, they are
not able to perceive how it is or can be competent for the “ Trustees of the
Charity Fund of Kennebee Lodge,” having accepted the trust reposed in them
upon certain specified terms and conditions contained in a deed of trust which
is matter of record, and which has a legal and binding force upon them
according to the precise tenor of it, now to change, by any act of theirs, the
conditions of that trust, and divest themselves of obligations that now rest
upon them; and it is respectfully submitted as the decided opinion of this
Committee, that the Trustees have no right to inguire into the propriety or
impropriety of any conditions annexed to the trust accepled by them. Their
inquiry must be, not what these conditions sught to be, but what they are; and
to the faithful and exact observance of these they are bound by a legal
obligation of which they cannot divest themselves while assuming to act ag
Trustees. All which is respectfully submitted,

A. NOURSE,

’ o) !
S. G. LADD, ; Committee.

authorized and instructed in the name of the lodge to surrender its charter
unconditionally to the Grand Lodge of Maine, at its Quarterly Communication,
to be held on Thursday, the twenty-first of July instant,

Resolved, That by the foregoing act, no disrespect is intended to the masonie
institution, whose principles still command, as they have ever received, our
entire approbation.

Copy of the record, Altest, W'M MORSE, Jr., Secretary.

BA;B‘;l ilpecial meeting of Kennebee Lodge at Masons' Hall, Hallowell, July
18, ]

Voted, That W’'m Morse, Jr,, and Samuel K. Gilman, be requested to attend
the next Quarterly Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine, as delegates
of Kennebec Lodge,

Copy of record, Attest, W’'M MORSE, Jr., Secretary.

Hallowell, July 20, 1831.
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The above report having been presented to the Trustees at an adjourned
meeting held on Monday evening, December 22, 1834, it was
Voted, That said report be accepted and placed on file, and a copy of the
same, certified by the Secretary, be sent to the Committee of the Grand Lodge
to whom the subject of the report was referred.
A true copy from the record.  Attest,
Hallowell, Dec. 22, 1834, CHARLES VAUGHAN, Jr.

Which report on being read was referred with the annexed
statements to R. W. Brothers Nathaniel Coffin, Zina Hyde and
David C. Magoun,

On motion of R. W. Bro. Hyde,

Ordered, That the Treasurer be instructed to proceed forthwith, as fast as
may be, to the collection or renewal, with sufficient sureties, of all notes due
to this Grand Lodge.

On motion of R. W. Bro. Hyde,

Resolved, That the several District Deputy Grand Masters be instructed to
call on the several lodges in their respective Districts, between the first of
September next and the next Annual Communication of this Grand Lodge,
either by personal visits, by appointing & proxy to visit in their stead, or by
nddressing them in writing ; and that in go doing they urge the importance of
a return being made to them of the state of each lodge, and a payment of the
tax of twelve and a half cents on each member as required by the laws of
this Grand Lodge. And that he be ingtructed to recommend to such sub-
ordinate lodges as are uot in a situation, or do not sufficiently feel the
importance of a punctual observance of the laws of the institution to fulfill
these requirements, the resignation of their charters to the hands of the Grand
Lodge and the appointment of Trustees to preserve and dispose of the
property of such lodge, in accordance with masonic usage.

Which resolve on heing read was adopted,
On motion of R. W, Bro, Davis,

Ordered, That the Recording Grand Secretary procure to be printed the
wsual number of copies of the proceedings of this Grand Lodge.

The Grand Lodge was then closed in ample form,

Attest, ASAPH R. NICHOLS, Ree. &. Secretary.
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The following Brethren compose the Board of Trustees of
the Charity Fund :

M. W. Reuel Washburn, Grand Master, ex-officio.
R. W. David C. Magoun, Deputy Grand Master, .

“  Joel Miller, Senior Grand Warden, "

a* Abner B. Thompson, Junior Grand Warden, 5

*  Asaph R. Nichols, Recording Grand Secretary, .
«“ Amos Nourse.

“  Joseph M. Gerrish.

“  William Partridge.

o Nathaniel Stevens.

*  James L. Child.

“  Henry W. Fuller.
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REPORTS

or

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

FIRST DISTRICT.
T'o the Most Worshipfid, the Grand Lodge of the State of Maine.

I'have forwarded blank returns to each of the subordinate lodges within
the First Masonic District, and have called personally upon the officers and
members of four of the seven lodges during the past year, and have requested
returns to be made from them all. 1 have received returns from only two,
containing a list of members, with the remark that no changes have been
made or work done since the last previous returns. T have eollected no moneys
belonging to the Grand Lodge.

Respectfully and fraternally your obedient servant,
A. B. THOMPSON, D. D. G. M. 1st M. I

L]

Brunswick, January 1, 1525.

FOURTH DISTRICT.

Tothe Most Worshipful Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Maine.

In reporting on the performance of my official duty as 1. D. Grand Master
of the 4th Masonic District of the State of Maine, I have to state that, to
avoid the expense of special visits to all of the lodges in said district, I
addressed letters enclosing blanks to, and urging on the officers, the importance
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of having returns made in due form and season, To this address 1 have
received the following returns, viz:

From Solar Lodge, in Bath, reporting thirty-cight members, fourteen
suspended, one deceased,

Orient Lodge, in Thomaston, reporting five members, two new ones, one
deceased.

Union Lodge, in Union, twenty-one members,

Which is respectfully submitted,
Bath, Jan. 12, 1835. Z.HYDE, D.D. G. M. 4th M. D.

SEVENTH DISTRICT.

To the M. W. Grand Master, Officers and Brethren of the Grand Lodge of
Maine.

Having delayed to make my return as long as practicable to getitin to the
Annual Communication, in hopes to receive the returns from the lodges in
this District, I am under the necessity of saying that I have received no
response from either, although I wrote to each requesting the returns to be
made, and recommended a practicable and convenient mode of doing it for
each. Two years ago, at the special request of the Grand Master, I visited
each lodge in person, made a settlement, and exhibited to the Grand Lodge
the condition of each at that time. Last year, on a tour through the country
on other business, I took oceasion to call on the officers of each; but not
finding them prepared at the time, and it not being convenient for me to tarry,
I received an assurance that the returns should be seasonably made, one of
which was duly made and forwarded. This year none has yet been made.

The state of Masonry is so low in this region, and the members especially
in the north part of the county so scattered, that the lodges have censed to
meet altogether, and it needs some one more energetic than myself to aronse
them to any activity. Ihope such a one will be appointed at the approaching
election. I have paid out for postage on my commission and blanks from the
Grand Lodge one dollar; and whether I am entitled to & remuneration unless
I collect it from the subordinate lodges, I leave for you to determine.

Very respectfully and fraternally,
Sebece, Jan. 12, 1886, DAVID SHEPHERD, D. D. G. M. ?th M. D.
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ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.
1836,

-

The Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine was
holden at Stevens’s Hall in Augusta, on Thursday, the 21st day
of January, A. D. 18386.

L]
Peraunt—M. W, REUEL WASHBURN, G. Master.
R. W. ABNER B. THOMPSON, 8. G. Warden, p. t.
*  JOSEPH M. GERRISH, J. G. Warden, p. t.
“  JONATHAN SMITH, G. Treasurer, p. t.
“  WILLIAM PARTRIDGE, G Marshal, p. t.
“  THOMAS W. SMITH, 8. G. Deacon, p. t.
“  NATHANIEL STEVENS, J. G. Deacon, p. t.
“ DAVID NEAL, S. G. Steward, p. t.
“  THOMAS GILPATRICK, Ju., J.G. Steward, p. t.
“ EBENEZER WHITE, Grand Tyler.
Lodges represented :
AxCIENT Laxp Manx, by Jonathan Smith.
Hanmoxy, ! Josiah Pierce.
Henmox, o Thomas Gilpatrick, Jr.
Rurar, L Daniel Ormsby.

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form.
Proceedings of the last mecting were read.

The following report was submitted, read, and accepted, viz:
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The Committee on Finance, having attended to the duty assigned them so
far as to examine the Report of the Treasurer, ask leave to report as follows:

There have been received during the past year, the following sums, viz:

For dividends on Bank Stock, $256.00
For Preminm, 30.00
On notes, 71.66
Donation to widow Gilman, not paid, 7.79
Amounting to the sum of $804.34
And that he has paid during the sume time the following
surns, viz:

To J. C. Humphreys, D. Ik G. M. of the 1st M. D. §14.44
To David Shepherd, H o el 1.00
Faor postage bill up to Jan. 1, 1830, 2.56
For printing bill, 20.00
For services of Secretary, 30.00
Tor services of Treasurer, 20.00
For Luther Severance's bill, 1.00
Making in the whole the sum of g $88.99

The Committee find o balance of two hundred seventy-five dollars und
thirty-five aents, which can be applied to objects of charity.

THOMAS W. SMITH, ) Committee on
A. B. THOMPSON, Finance,
Grand Lodge, January 21, 1836,

Proceeded to the choice of oflicers.

R. W. William Partridge, Nathaniel Stevens and Jonathan
Smith were clhiosen o Conunittee to receive, sort. and count the
votes for Grand Officers, to be elected by ballot, who having
attended to the duty assigned them, reported the unanimous
election of the following Brethren, viz:

M. W. REUEL WASHBURN, of Livermore, Grand Master.

R. W. JOEL MILLER, of Thomaston, Senior Grand Warden.

R. W. ABNER B. THOMPSON, of Brunswick, Junior G. Warden.
R, W. BENJAMIN DAVIS, of Augusta, Grand Treasurer,

R. W. PHILIP C. JOHNSON, of Angusta, Hec. Grand Secretary.

R. W. William Partridge, Nathaniel Stevens, Joseph M. Gerrish
and Asaph R. Nichols were chosen Trustees of the Charity Fund,

R. W. Thomas W. Smith, Abner B. Thompson and Eben
Fuller were chosen a Committee on Finance.,
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R. W. Joseph M. Gerrish and Abner B. Thompson were chosen
2 Committee on Foreign Corvespondence.

A communication from Solar Lodge was received and referred
to Bro’s Amos Nourse, Abner B. Thompson and Asaph R. Nichols,
with instructions to report at the next annual meeting of the
Grand Lodge,

Voted, That this Grand Lodge now adjourn, 1o meet at the dwelling-house
of Bro. Benjamin Davis, at half past six o'elock to-morrow evening.

T'he Grand Lodge was then closed in ample form.

Attest, PHILIP C. JOUNSON, Ree, (. Secretary.

AvcusTa, Jan. 22, 1836.

The Grand Lodge met at the dwelling-house of Bro. Benjamin
Davis, agreeably to adjournment.

Peesexr—M, W, REUEL WASHBURN, Grand Master.
. R. W. JOSEPII M. GERRISH, 8. G. Warden, p. t.

“ ADBNER B. THOMPSON, J. G. Warden,
“  BENJAMIN DAVIS, Grand Treasurer.
“  JAMES L. CHILD, G. Marshal.
“  THOMAS W. SMITH, 8. GG Dencon.
“ WILLIAM PARTRIDGE, J. G. Deacon.
“  DANIEL ORMSBY, Grand Tyler.

The Committec on IForeign Correspondence presented the
following report:

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence, having examined the papers
and documents submitted to themn, find that they consist of the Journals of
proceedings, By-Laws, Addresses and Letters of the Grand Lodges of the
States of New Hampshire, Massachusetts, New York, New Jersey, Maryland,
Ohio, Kentucky and South Caroling, and also of the Grand Chapters of
Connecticut, Ohio and Virginia; and although there appears to be much
useful and interesting matter contained in several of them, your Committee
have seen mothing that requires,the particular action of this Grand Lodge,
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excepting that of directing the Secretary to reciprocate their respective
civilities on the part of the Grand Lodge.
All which is respectfully submitted,

JOSEPH M. GERRISH,

Jan. 22, 1836, A. B. THOMPSON, } Committee.

Which report on being read was aceepted.

Voted, That Bro’s Nathaniel Coffin, Zina Hyde and David C. Magoun, to
whom was committed a communication from the Trustees of the Kennehee
Lodge, at the last Annual Meeting, he requested to report on the same at the
next Annusl Communieation.

Report of Bro. Joseph M. Gerrish, Distriet, Deputy Grand
Master of the First Distriet, was received, which on being read
was accepted, and together with the circular and accompanying
papers, ordered to be placed on file,

Ordered, That the Treasurer of' the Granid Lodge, together with Abner B,
Thompson, Thomas W. Smith and James L. Child, be a Committee to dispose
of the Bank Stock, or such part of it as they may deem expedient, now owned
by the Grand Lodge of Maine, and invest the amount received thereforin
Stock of other Banks, which in their opinion may be equally safe and more
productive; and that the Treasurer be authorized to transfer any stock which
said Committee may so dispose of. No sale of stock in any case to be made
for less than ite par value,

A communication from the Mastor of Rural Lodge was receivedy
surrendering the charter and records of their lodge; which wag
read, and the charter and records were accepted, and the com-
munication ordered to be placed on file.

A communication was received from Bro. Samuel Fessenden,
requesting that the whole or a part of the amount due on
demand against Bro. Oliver Griswold, deccased, on which him
and Thomas A. Deblois were suretics, might be remitted,
Whereupon it was

Voted, That the amount of interest now due and which may ncerue until
the expiration of six months from this date, be remitted for the benefit of
widow of the said deceased on condition that the prineipal be paid within

time, and if it be not so paid, at the expiration of the six months,
Treasurer is hereby requested to collect prineipal and interest,

Ordered, That the Grand Treasurer give notice to all debtors to the
Lodge that unless their demands are paid on or before the twenty-second
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of July next, they will be left with an attorney for collection, and the Grand
Treasurer is hereby requested to leave all such demands as remain unpaid at
the time above specified, with an attorney accordingly, and aunthorized to
invest the principal of all sums collected by him in Bank Stock.

Ordered, That the severnl District Deputy Grand Masters be authorized
and requested to receive of such subordinate lodges within their respective
districts as have become inoperative, or indisposed to continue their masonic
Mbors, the Charters, Books, Papers, Regalia, &e. of said lodges, giving them
receipts therefor, and hand them over to the Grand Treasurer, that they may
be deposited in the archives of the Grand Lodge, in trust for the benefit of
seid subordinate lodges; to be returned to them again whenever thereto
required ; or the pupers may be directly handed over by the oflicers of the
subordinate lodges to the Grand Treasurer, taking his receipt therefor,
instead of the District Deputy Grand Master’s.

HNesolved, That all such subordinate lodges ns have property aud fands
belonging to said lodge, which are of g0 small an amount as not to excite a
sufficient interest in the members of the lodge to which they belong, to take
care of and apply them, or the interest, to legitimate masonic purposes, for
which they were created—or do not wish to have the trouble and responsibility
of munaging them among themselves, be and are hereby requested to place them
in the hands and under the government of the Grand Lodge, the interest of which,
arising from said funds, to be placed in the hands of a Board of Trustees, to
be appointed by said subordinate lodge, to be by them distributed amony such
objects of eharity as said Board or lodge may direct. And that the several
District Deputy Grand Masters be authorized to receive said property and funds
with the evidence thereof, and transmit them to the Treasurer of the Grand
Lodge, to be united with and disposed of in like manner as the funds of thice
Grand Lodge—and the interest applied as above directed until such gub-
ordinate lodge shall call for the same, and then the amount to be refunded,
provided, however, that any of the subordinate lodges, or their officers, may,
if they choose, hand over the funds directly to the Grand Treasurer, and take
his receipt therefor, instead of that of the District Deputy Grand Master.

The Grand Master was then pleased to muake the following
appointments, which were announced by the Grand Marshal, viz:

R. W. DAVID C. MAGOUN, of Bath, Deputy Grand Master.
“  ISAAC G. REED, of Waldeborough, Cor. Grand Secretary.
“  AMOS H. HODGMAN, of Warren, Grand Marshal.
“  SAMUELL JOHNSON, of Hallowell, Grand Chaplmn
"  FREEMAN PARKER, of Wiscasset, L
“  MOSES SPRINGER, of Gardiner, “ “
“  WILLIAM TRAFTON, of Shapleigh, Senior G. Deacon.
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R.W. WILLIAM PARTRIDGE, of Gardiner, Junior G. Deacon.
“  NATHANIEL STEVENS, of Hallowell, Grand Steward.

" MOSES SAFFORD, Jr., of Augusta, K L
“  WILLIAM L. WHEELER, of Augusta, i »

" THOMAS GILPATRICK, Jr., of Gardiner, * "

o OLIVER GERRISH, of Portland, Grand Sword Bearer.

“  OLIVER 8. HARTSHORN, of Portland, Grand Pursuivant.

“  FREDERICK WINGATE, of Augusta, Grand Tyler. M

The foregoing officers were duly installed by the M. W. Grand
Master, either by themselves or proxies.
DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

First District—R. W. Josiah Pierce, of Gorham.
Second District—R. W. Corneliug Holland, of Canton.
Third Districe—R. W. Thomas W. Smith, of Augusta.
Fourth District—R. W. Thomas Eaton, of Bath.

Fifth District—R. W. Hezekiah Williams, of Castine.
Sizth Distriet—T. W. Oliver N. Allen, of Lubee.
Saventh District—R. W. David Shepherd, of Sebee.
Eighth Distrizt—R. W. George Thatcher, of Saco.

Ordered, That the Recording Grand Secretary be requested to procure the
printing of the usual number of copies of the proceedings of this Grand Lodge,
and that one copy be forwarded to each subordinate lodge, to each of the
officers of the Grand Lodge, to each of the District Deputy Grand Masters,
and to ull Masonic bodies which are in correspondence with this Grand Lodge.

The Grand Lodge was then closed in ample form.
Attest, PHILIP C. JOHNSON, Ree. G. Secretary.

The following brethren compose the Board of Trustees of the
Charity Fund:

M. W. Reunel Washburn, Grand Master, ex-officto.
R. W. David C. Magoun, Deputy Grand Master, :
*  Joel Miller, Junior Grand Warden, ”

L Abner B. Thompson, Senior Grand Warden, &
9 Philip C. Jolnson, Recording Grand Secretary,
" Amos Nourse,

" James L. Child.

" Willinm Partridge.

o Nathaniel Stevens.

*  Joseph M. Gerrish.

“  Asaph R, Nichols.
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REPORTS

oF

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

——————————

FIRST DISTRICT.

To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodye of the State of' Maine,

The undersizned having been appointed District Deputy Grand Master of
the First Masonic District for the year 1885, having accepted the appoint-
ment, and performed some of its duties, asks leave respectfully to state, that in
conformity with some of the requisitions of said commission, and in accordance
with recent usages adopted by this Grand Lodge, instead of convening the
several lodges and visiting them personally in an official eapacity, he addressed
a circular to each and every lodge in said District, therein respectfully re-
questing them to cause the annual returns of their respective lodges to be
made to the 1st of last September, and forward them to me together with the
dues to the Grand Lodge, a copy of which circular is hereto subjoined. DBut
although this reasonable request was at first entirely neglected, and by all the
lodges delayed beyond the period therein fixed to make their returns, yet, by
second and third applications by writing and personal calls, I have at length
succeeded in obtaining the returns of all the lodges within the district for the
year ending September 1, 1835, excepting that of Cumberland Lodge in New
Gloucester, from whom I have received no communieation.

1 find all the lodges in the district without exception inactive and inoperative
as to any work, their members dispirited, and with some few honorable
exceptions indisposed to masonic duties. Some of the lodges which hold
funds to a considerable t, are not able to rally their members so as even
to elect their officers.  The two lodges in Portland have funds to the amount
of $2000 each, but decline the payment of their dues to the Grand Lodge:
and the reason they give is gimply, that they cannot collect it of their mem-
bers, and if paid they must take it from their Charity Fund; and they say
that the Grand Lodge may as well pay their own expenses from their own
funds as from the funds of the subordinate lodges. There are others, viz:

18
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Casco and Freeport Lodges, that have no available fund, and cannot as some
_of the members say by any effort whatever get their members together to
choose officers, much less to collect the tax required of them by the Grand
Lodge. Both of these lodges have in contemplation the surrendering of their
charters; and the former, by some of their members, has expressed itself
to that offect on the back of their annual returns for the last year. Ialso
observe by a letter on file that Cumberland Lodge wishes to do the same.

Harmony Lodge, at Gorham, has a small fund of about $400; have
recently had a meeting, chosen officers, and agreed to hold on; have made
their returns and paid their dues to me for the last two years, but expressed a
wish and expectancy that the Grand Lodge would remit the amount prid if
the other lodges did not meet the requircments of the Grand Lodge in this
particular, that they may stand on an equal footing with the other lodges
under this jurisdiction. The amount they have paid is

For the year 1834, $2.874
L | 2.62%
6,00

United Lodge made their returns to me for the year 1835, without any
comments, and paid their dues, viz: $1.50, making in the whole I have re-
ceived six dollars fifty cents.

Jan. 22, 1836. J. M. GERRISH, D. D, G. M. 1st M. D,

FOURTH DISTRICT,

T'o the Most Worshipfil Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Maine.

Immediately on veceiving a commission ns D. 1), G, M. for the 4th Masonic
District, I addressed a communication to each of the lodges in this district,
requesting a return &c. to be made to me previous o the 1st of January. Ihave
received answers from only two, which [ inclose. T also inclose a petition
from Solar Lodge to the Grand Lodge, to accept the charter of the same.
It is proper to state, that since the resolution appended to the petition, the
lodge voted to distribute the funds belonging to the same, among the members,
and that each member so receiving his proportion, be directed to bestow the
same in charity, for the relief of the poor and needy, nccording to the
principles of Freemasonry. The funds were accordingly distributed, agreeably
to the vote.

Brother Hyde informs me that he sent a list of names, (of widows,) who
have formerly received a portion of the charity fund. I have none to add
I regret that it is out of my power to attend the Grand Lodge.

Fraternally yours,
Bath, January 20, 1836. THOS. EATON, D. D. G. M. 4th M. D.
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ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.
1837.

—

The Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine was
holden at Rogers’s Hotel in Augusta, on Thursday, the 19th of
January, A. D. 1887.

Presexr—M. W. REUEL WASHBURN, Grand Master.
R. W. DAVID C. MAGOUN, D. G, Master.
“  ASAPH R. NICHOLS, 8. G. Warden, p. ¢.
“  DANIEL CLAY, J. G. Warden, p. ¢
“  BENJAMIN DAVIS, Grand Treasurer.
“  PHILIP C. JOHNSON, R. G. Secretary.
*  STEPHEN MARSHALL, G. Marshal, p. t.

" FREDERICK WINGATE, Grand Tyler.
Lodge represented :

lermox, by Streenexy Weenzer.

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form.

Proceedings of the last meeting were read by the Recording
Grand Secretary.

Proceeded to the choice of officers.

R. W. Asaph R. Nichols, Daniel Clay and Frederick Wingate
were chosen a Committee to receive, sort and count votes for
Grand Officers to be elected by ballot, who having attended to
the duty assigned them, reported the election of the following
Brethren :
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M. W. REUEL WASHBURN, of Livermore, Grand Master.

R. W, JOEL MILLER, of Thomaston, Senior Grand Warden.

R. W. ABNER I3, THOMPSON, of Brunswick, Junior G. Warden
R, W. BENJAMIN DAVIS, of Augusta, Grand Treasurer.

R. W. PHILIP C. JOHNSON, of Augusta, Ree. Grand Secretary.

R. W. Thomas W. Smith and Stephen Webber were chosen
Trustees of the Charity Fund, in room of Bro. Amos Nourse,
whose term of office had expired, and Bro. William Partridge,
deceased.

R. W. Thomas W. Smith, Abner B. Thompson and Frederick
Wingate were chosen a Committee on Finance.

R. W. Abuer B. Thompson and David C. Magoun were
chosen & Committee on Foreign Correspondence,

Voted, That this Grand Lodge now adjourn, to meet at this place at six
o'clock to-morrow evening.

The Grand Lodge was then closed in ample form,

Attest, PHILIP C. JOINSON, Ree. G. Seerctary.

Auvcusta, Jan. 20, 1837,

The Grand Lodge met at Rogers’s Hotel, at six o’clock P. M,,
agreeably to adjournment.

Paesenr—M., W. REUEL WASHBURN, 3. Master.

R. W. ABNER B. THOMPSON, S. G. Warden, p. (.
*  ASAPH R. NICHOLS, J. G. Warden, p. t.
“  BENJAMIN DAVIS, G. Treasurer.
“ THOMAS W. SMITH, G. Marshal, p. t.
“  STEPHEN WEBBER, S. G. Deacon, p.t.
“  DAVID NEAL, J. G. Deacon, p. ¢,
“  EBENEZER F. DEAN, Grand Tyler, p. t.

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form.

The following report was received, read and accepted :
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The Committee on Finance, having examined the accounts of the Treasurer,

report as follows :

The income received from the Charity Fund the past year is from

Dividends on Bank Stock,
Interest on notes,
Donation not called for,

Total,

The amount paid from this fund the past year is for
Expenses of” D, D. (. Masters,
Expenses in eollecting money,
Fees of Secretary, Treasurer und Tyler,
Printing,

Total,
Deduet amount received of 1L 1), (. M. 1st M. D,

Balance,
Leaving a balance 1o be applied 1o objeets of charity of

There was in the Treasury, January, 1836,
The Treasurer has received the past year on notes,

Making the amount which may be invested in stocks,

The Treasurer has also received duving the past vear
from the income of the Charity Fund, as before
stated, a balanee of

Making the amount of money in his hands the sum of

All which is respectfully submitted,

$0.87

1560
H2.00
14.08

F72.05
6.60

66.46
260.80

$280.00
41.25
6.00

$327.25

§321.25
09.35
450.00

459.38

260.80

720.18

THOMAS W. SMITH, ) Committen on
Finance.

Grand Lodge, Jan. 19, 1837, A. B. THOM PSON,

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence presented the

following report:

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence, having examined the papers
and documents submitted to them, find that they consist of the Journals of
proceedings, By-Laws, Addresses and Letters of the Grand Lodges of the
States of New Jersey, Mississippi, New York, New Hampshire, Connecticut,
Georgia, Maryland, Kentucky and Massachusetts, and also of the Grand
Chapters of the States of New Hampshire and Tenneesee ; and although there
appears to be much useful and interesting matter contained in them, your Com-
mittee have seen nothing that requires the particular action of this Grand
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Lodge, excepling that of divecting the Secretary to reciprocate their respective
civilities on the part of this Grand Lodge.
‘Which is respectfully submitted,
A. B, THOMIP'SON, Committee,
Grand Lodge of Maine, January 20, 1837.

Which report was read and accepted.

The Committee to which was referred the communication and resolve from
Solar Lodge, at Bath, report that in said communication they tender to the
Grand Lodge their charter, and request the aceeptance thereof. But by the
resolve passed by said lodge it appears to your Committee they have violated
masonic principles and nsages. Your Committee, therefore, being of the
opinion that the said Solar Lodge have violated their charter, recommend that

the Grand Lodge recall the sume.
A. R, NICHOLS,

A. B. THOMPSON, } Commiltee.

Which report on being read was accepted. Wherenpon it
was

Ordered, That the Rec. Grand Secretary forward a copy of the foregoing
report to the Secretary of Solar Lodge, and request said lodge to return their
charter to the Grand Lodge, agreeably to the foregoing report.

Ordered, That the Grand Treasurer be directed to invest in bank stock, as
soon as may be, the money now in Mis hands, as a part of the principal of the
charity fund of this Grand Lodge. And he is hereby authorized und directed
to invest in bank stock as atoresaid, any further sum or sums of money which
he may receive from any individuals now indebied to said fund, previous to
our next Annual Commmunication, reserving the interest to be disposed of under
the direction of the Trastees of said fund, for charitable purposes.

Ordered, That the Treasurer of the Grand Lodge, together with Abner B-
Thompson, Thomas W. Smith and James L. Child, be a Committee to dispose
of the Bank Stock, or such part of it as they may deem expedient, now owned
by the Grand Lodge of Maine, and invest the amount received therefor in
Stock of other Banks, which in their opinion may be equally safe and more
productive ; and that the Treasurer be authorized to transfer any stock which
said Committee may so dispose of. No sale of stock in any case to be made
for less than its par value.

The Grand Master was then pleased to make the following
appointments, which were announced by the Grand Marshal, viz:
R. W. DAVID C. MAGOUN, of Bath, Deputy Grand Master.

*  ISAAC G. REED, of Waldoborough, Cor. Grand Secretary.
“ AMOS H. HODGMAN, of Warren, Grand Marshal.
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R.W. MOSES STONE, of Jay, Grand Chaplain.
“  FREEMAN PARKER, of Wiscasset, * %
“  MOSES SPRINGER, of Gardiner, a; Y'a

“  WILLIAM TRAFTON, of Shapleigh, Senior G. Deacon.
“  DAVID NEAL, of Gardiner, Junior G. Deacon.
“  NATHANIEL STEVENS, of Hallowell, Grand Steward.

" MOSES SAFFORD, Ji., of Augusta, o .
' WILLIAM L. WHEELER, of Augusta, o o
*  THOMAS GILPATRICK, Ju., of Gardiner, * o

“  OLIVER GERRISH, of Portland, Grand Sword Bearer.
“  OLIVER S, HARTSHORN, of Portland, Grand Pursuivant,
*  FREDERICK WINGATE, of Augusta, Grand Tyler.

The foregoing officers were duly installed by the M. W. Grand
Master, either by themselves or proxies.

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

First District—R. W. Josiah Pierce, of Gorham.
Second District—R. W. Corneliug Holland, of Canton.
Third District—R. W. Thomas W. Smith, of Augusta.
Fourth District—R. W, Thomas Eaton, of Bath.

Fifth District—R. W. Hezekiah Williams, of Castine.
Sixth District—R. W. Oliver N. Allen, of Lubec.
Seventh Distriet—R. W. David Shepherd, of Sebee.
Eighth District—R. W. George Thacher, of Saco.

Ordered, That the Recording Grand Secretary be requested to procure the
printing of the usunl number of copies of the proceedings of this Grand Lodge,
and that one copy be forwarded to each subordinate lodge, to each of the
officers of the Grand Lodge, to each of the District Deputy Grand Masters,
and to all Musonic bodies which are in correspondence with this Grand Lodge.

The Grand Lodge was then closed in ample form.

Attest,  PHILIP C. JOHNSON, Rec. G, Secretary.
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The following brethren compose the Board of Trustees of the
Charity Fund :

M. W. Reuel Washbarn, Grand Master, ex-gfficio.
R. W. David C. Magoun, Deputy Grand Master, cad

“  Joel Miller, Senior Grand Warden, L

“  Abner B. Thompson, Junior Grand Warden, "

” Philip C. Johnson, Recording Grand Secretary, "
s James L. Child,

= Nathaniel Stevens.

o Joseph M. Gerrish.

“  Asaph R. Nichols.

“  Thomas W. Smith.

> Stephen Webber.

The following is the only D. 1), G. Master’s Report for this year which we
find on file.

FIRST DISTRICT.

To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of the State of’ Maine.

The ill health of my family will prevent my meeting the Grand Lodge at
their approaching Annual Communication. I had made my arrangements to
be at Augusta this week, but the severe sickness of two children forbids my
going from home.

I have not visited the several lodges in my distriet the past season. Very
few of them meet regularly 1 am told. I addressed a civcular letter to each
lodge in oy jurisdiction, requesting them to make their annnal returns to me
t‘iy the 1st of January 1837. But I have reccived returns from two lodges
only, viz: from the United Lodge, at Brunswick, with $1.50 ducs to the
Grand Lodge, and a return from Anecient Landmark Lodge, at Portland, but
no fees. The returns I now enclose to you, to be laid before the Grand Lodge
at their meeting. The 81.50 1 will pay over the first personal opportunity I
have. [ request I may not be re-appointed D. D. G. Master of this district, as
{ shall not be able to attend to the duties of the office.

Gorham, Jan, 16, 1837, JOSIAH PIERCE, D, D. G. M. Ist M. D.
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ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.
1838.

The Annaal Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine
was holden at the Augusta House, in Augusta, on Thursday, the
18th day of Jgnuary, A. D. 1838,

Presexr—R. W. A. B. THOMPSON, G. Master, p. 1.%

“ JAMES L. CHILD, 8. G. Warden, p. t.
“ THOMAS W. SMITH, J. G. Warden, p. t.
“  BENJAMIN DAVIS, Grand Treasurer.

" PHILIP C. JOHNSON, Ree. G. Secretary.
“  BENJAMIN SHAW, Grand Marshal, p. .

" FREDERICK WINGATE, Grand Tyler.
VISITING BRETHREN,
R. W. A, R. Nichols, David Neal, Moses Safford, Jr., A. G. Brown, J. D,

Barnard, Stephen Webber, Daniel Ormshy, James Conner, James Capen,

Daniel Clay, Charles Lawrence, Joseph Smith, Charles Fox and Benjamin
White.

Lodges represented :

OniesT, by John D. Barnard.
Axcieyt Lavp Marx, i Joseph Smith.

Hrrmoxs, ® Stephen Webber,
PortrAsD, A Charles Fox.

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form.

* A letter from the Grand Master, which we find on file, states that he cannot ba
present on avcount of a sick ehild, and says: “ If thers should be a sufficient number of
the brothren present, by all means procead to clect the oflicers and finish the nécessary
business." e says also, “ It will be reeollocted that T have held the office of Master of
the Grand Lodge threo suceessive years, and consequently am not eligible toa re-election,”

e e . e .
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SPECTAL COMMUNICATION.

In accordance with a vote passed June 23, A, D, 1846, a special
communication of the M. W, Grand Lodge of Maine, was holden
at Masons’ Hall in Portland, on the third day of November, A.
L. 5846, and was opened at nine o’clock A. M. by R. W, Alex.
H. Putney, Grand Master pro fem.

Preseyt—R, W. ALEX. H. PUTNEY, Grand Master, p. ¢,
“  FREEMAN BRADFORD, §.G. Warden, p. L.
" ASA BAILEY, J. G. Warden, p. ¢,
*  BAMUEL CHASE, Grand Treasurer, p. L.
“ CHARLES B. SMITH, Ree. (. Secretary.
“ NATHAN C. FLETCHER, Cor. Grand Secretary,
W.and Rev. CYRUS CUMMINGS, Grand Chaplain,
’ CYRIL PEARL, “ *
W. JONATHAN SMITH, Grand Marshal.
“  JOHN ELLIOT, 8. G. Deacon, p.t.
“  JOHN DAIN, J. G Deacon, p. L.

Full returns were received through R, W. Simon Foss, late
D, D, G. M. of the Seventh Masonic District—

From Meridian Splendor Lodge, at Newport, with dues up to June 1st,

amounting to $18.00
From Penobscot Lodge, at Dexter, to same date, with dues
amounting to 26.00
And from Rising Virtue Lodge, nt Bangor, with dues to
gawe date, amounting to 28.00
72.00

R. W. Bro. Foss's bill for postage, traveling expenses, &e., for
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two and a half years, as D. D, G. Master, amounting to $16.00,
was presented, allowed, and ordered to be paid.

The Resolution adopted by the Grand Lodge, at the Annual
Communication thereof, in June, 1845, proposing an amendment
of the By-Laws in relation to the time of holding the annual
meetings, having been submitted to the several subordinate lodges
for their consideration, was now called up, and the proposed
amendment was adopted as follows, viz:

Resolved, That the 3d Section of éhapuar 1st, and the 4th Section of Chap-
ter 2d, of the By-Laws of the Grand Lodge, be so nltered and amended as

that the Annual Communication for the choice of officers and the transaction
of business shall be on the 1st Wednesday in May, at 9 o'clock A. M.

On motion of R. W, Bro. Freeman Bradford,

Voted, That a Committee be appointed to consider the expediency of pro-
viding means to pay the expense of a Delegate from each lodge in avtending
the annual meeting of the Grand Lodge; and also of requiring the several
subordinate lodges bereafter o pay the annual assessment of one-eighth of a
dollar for each of their members, as provided in Section 11th, of Chapter 4th,
of the By-Laws.

R.AV. Bros. Freeman Bradford, N. C. Fletcher and Jona. Smith
wera appointed on said Committee.
The Graud Lodge then adjourned to two o'clock P. M.

AvrervooN SessioN.—The Grand Lodge organized as in the
morning,

The Committee on the subject of assessments and pay of Del-
egates, reported as follows:

The Committee appointed to take into consideration the subject of requir-
ing the payment of all dues from subordinate lodges, and also for the pur-
pose of recommending a general and full representation of all lodges at the
annual meetings of the Grand Lodge of Maine, report the following Preamble
and Resolution :

Whereus, The interest of the Masonic Institution requires thatall the lodges
within this jurisdiction should be represented at the Annual Communications
of this Grand Lodge; and it is apparent that the neglect of the séveral lodges
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in this particnlar arises in part from the fact that the individual delegates
from the subordinate lodges, under the present regulations, are obliged to
defray their own expenses, therefore—

Reaolved, "That the several lodges within this State be required to pay an-
nually hereafter the sum of one-eighth of a dollar for each aud every meu-
ber belonging to the same, in addition to the initiation fees, as required by the
11th Section of the 4th Chapter of the By-Laws of the Grand Lodge.

Resolved, That the subordinate lodges take into consideration the subject
of anthorizing their Delegates and Representatives at the next annunl meet-
ing of the Grand Lodge, to appropriate the whole, or sueh part of the fund
arising from the payment of the one-cighth of a dollar aforesaid, as may be
deemed necessary towards paying the expeunse of one Delogate from each
lodge represented at the next Annual Communication of this Grand Lodge ;
and to communicale, at the next anoual meeting of the Grand Lodge, the
sense of their respective lodges upon this subject.

F. BRADFORD,
J. BMITH, Committea.
N. . FLETCHER,

The foregoing report was read and accepted, and the resolutions
were unanimously adopted.
The following Resolution was then offered, and adopted, viz:

Resolped, That the Grand Lodge deem it inexpedient, at this time, Lo make
an appointment of a Grand Leclurer for the current year.

On motion,

Voted, That R. W, Bro. A, Il. Putney bea Committee to procure such
Regalia as may be necessary to supply the several D. D. G. Masters, ia place
of that which has been lost,

On motion,

Voted, That thres members be added to the Commitiee appointed to re-
vise the By-Laws of the Grand Lodyge, and that said Committee be requested
to report ul the next annual meeting.

And B. W. Bros. F. Bradford, C. B. Smith and Cyril Pearl,
were added accordingly ; and on motion of R. W. Bro. Elliot,

Voted also, That said Committee consider the expediency of adopting the
new system of granting Grand Lodge certificates of membership to members
of subordinate lodges.

Extracts from the records of the Grand Lodge.

Attest, C. B. SMITH, Bee. G. Secretary.
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ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.
1847.

The Annual Communication of the M. W. Grand Lodge of
Maine, was holden at Masons’ Hall, in Portland, on the 5th day
of May, 1847, at 9 o’clock A. M.

Presext—R. W. ALEX. H. PUTNEY, Grand Master, p. .
“ J. C. HUMPHREYS, 8. G. Warden, p. £
“ FRYE HALL, J. G. Warden, p. t.
i HENRY H. BOODY, Grand Treasurer.
“  CHARLES B. SMITH, Rec. G. Secretary.
» NATHAN C. FLETCHER, Cor. G. Secretary.
W. and Rev. CYRUS CUMMINGS, Grand Chaplain.
o CYRIL PEARL, " G
W. JONATHAN SMITH, Grand Marshal.
“  NELSON RACKLYFT, S. G. Deacon.
“  JOSEPH CLARK, J. G. Deacon.
“  THOMAS P. TUFTS, Grand Steward.
“  THOS. S. BOWLES, “ i
" ASA BAILEY, G. Sword Bearer.
s STEPHEN SWETT, Grand Tyler.

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

Seeond District—R. W. HEZEKIAH HUTCHINS, J=.
Third District—R, W. LORY BACON.

Fourth District—R. W. JOHN W. LINDLEY.

Fifth District—R. W. FRYE HALL,

PAST GRAND OFFICERS.

M. W. RORBERT P. DUNLAP, Past Grand Master,
#  ABNER B. THOMPSON, Past Grand Master.
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VISITORS,.

Bros. J. M Gerrish, Oliver Pollard, J. B. Coyle, W, L. Mall, Eaton Shaw,
D. Winslow, J. Dunu, John Dain, D.G. Plummer, J. A Deane, E. M. Plimp-
ton, 8, C. Munsey, William Coffin, Merrill, A. Shirley, Whitehouse, Skillins,
S. Chase, Jr., and others,

The Grand Lodge was ealled to order and opened in due form
and Bros. Bradford, Valentine and Collins were appointed a
Committee on Credentials, who, having attended to the duty as-
signed them, reported that the following lodges were represented
by the following named brethren, who were entitled to seats in
this Grand Lodge, viz:

1. Torrrasp, Portland, by Freeman Bradford, M.; William Kimball, 8.
W.; James R. Milliken, J. W.
6. Keswvenre, Hallowell, by N. Gunnison, Proxy,
6. Amiry, Camden, by Abrabam Ogier, M.
8. Usiren, Brunswick, by Abner B. Thompson, M,
0. Saco, Saco, by Thomas P Tufts, M.
10, Risina Virrve, Bangor, by Joseph C. Stevens, M. : 8. L. Valentine,
and John G, Bowen, Proxies.
12. Cumnerraxp, New Gloueester, by Ezra Tobie, 8. W.
13. Oriexvan, Bridgton, by George W. Cushman, M.; Edward F,
Quimby, 8. W.
14. Sowrar, Bath, by John Elliot, 8, W.
16. Sr. Geonce, Waldoborough, iy Joseph Clark, M.
17, Axciesr Lasp-Manx, Portland, by C. B. Smith, M.; Charles Fobes,
S. W.; William Allen, J. W.
23, Fueeeonr, Freeport, by John Collins, M., Samuel Thing, 8. W.
24, Pumxix, Belfast, by Daniel Haradan, S. W.; Caleb Chase, Proxy.
20. Traxquiry, Minot, by William Bickford, Proxy.
81. Uxiowx, Union, by —— ——— 8, W.
32. Hermox, Gardiner, by Stephen Webber, M.
33, Warervitee, Waterville, by Jacob M. Crooker, J. W,
45, Bernuenewm, Augusta, by Benjamin A. G. Fuller, M.
40 Lyeosta, Surry, by William Somerby, Proxy.
46, Sr. Croix, Calais, by William Goodwin, Proxy.
0. Avrora, Thomaston, by W. H. Hodgdon, Proxy.
68. Uniry, Freedow, by Thomas Bolton, Proxy,

The report of the Committee on Credentinls wos read and e~
cepted.

The Grand Lodge having been opened in due form, an invoca-
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tion was made to the Throne of Mercy, by the Rev. Cyrus Cum-
mings, Grand Chaplain,

On motion,

Voted, That all Master Masons of regular standing, who may desire it, be
invited 1o take seats as visitors, during the present Communication of this
Grand Lodge,

Bros. Freeman Bradford and Jonathan Smith were appointed
a Committee to audit the accounts of the Grand Treasurer.

On motion,

Voted, That 3 o'clock this afternoon be assigned as the time for the elec-
tion of Grand Officers.

The Grand Secretary reported to the Grand Lodge, that five
vacancies had oedurred in the Board of Trustees of the Charity
Fund, by the expiration of their term of office,

On motion,
Voted, To proceed forthwith to fill the vacancies in the Board of Trustees.

And the votes having been received and counted by R. W.
Bros. Humphreys and J. Smith, the Committee appointed for
that purpose, the following R. W. brethren were declared to be
duly elected, viz:

ABNER B. THOMPSON, of Brunswick.
NATHAN C. FLETCHER, of Thomaston.
JONATHAN SMITH, of Westbrook.
THOMAS W. SMITH, of Angusta.
JOSEPH C. STEVENS, of Bangor,

A petition was received from Lygonia Lodge, praying that the
designation of its loeation, as expressed in its charter, may be
changed from Surry to Ellsworth ; said lodge having been uni-
formly holden in that part of Ellsworth, which was set off from
the town of Surry since their charter was granted ; and on motion,

Voted, That the prayer of the petitioners be granted.
A petition was received from Northern Star Lodge, at Anson,

praying for liberty to hold said lodge alternately, for such periods
o time as its member may agree upon, in the towns of Anson




426 Proceedings of the [May,

and Solon. The R. W. Distriet Deputy Grand Master of the
Third Distriet, in which said lodge is located, being present and
approving the same, it was, on motion,

Voled, That the prayer of the petition be granted,

A communication was received from United Lodge at Bruns-
wick, asking information respecting the propriety of receiving
into their lodge a person who has lost a leg: which communica~
tion was referred to R. W. Bros. Bacon, Stevens and Dradford ;
who subsequently reported, in the language of the Committee
appointed to revise the By-Laws :

“That when the deformity of the candidate is not, in the opinion of the
lodge, such as Lo prevent him from being instructed in the arts or mysteries
of Freemasonry, or does not amount to an inability honestly Lo acquire the
means of subsistence, the admission will not be an infringement upon the

ancient land-marks, but will be perfectly consistent with the spirit of our
institution,”

Whieh report was read and accepted.

A communication was received from a Committee of Morning
Star Lodge, at Worcester, Mass., inviting this Grand Lodge to
be present and participate with them and other bodies of the
fraternity, in the festivities of the 24th of June next. Read
and placed on file,

A petition was received from John Miller and twenty-three
others, members of 8t, George Lodge, at Waldoborough, setting
forth that said lodge was originally charfered in the year 1806,
by the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Massachusefts; and
that on the 10th day of October last past, the village of Waldo-
borough was visited by a destrnctive conflagration, and the charter,
records, and most of the furniture and fixtures of said lodge
were burnt; and praying for a new charter, with power to hold
said lodge alternately, for such periods of time as the members
may direct, in the towns of Warren and Waldoborough.

The R. W. District Deputy Grand Master of the 4th District,
in which said lodge was located, being present, and approving
the saume, it was, on motion,

Voted, That the prayer of the petitioners be granted, free from Lhe usual
charge,
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The bill of R. W. Bro. John Miller, for expenses as Grand
Lecturer, having been andited and allowed,

Voted, 'That the Grand Treasurer be requested to pay the same.

On motion of R. W. Bro. Stevens,

Voted, That the Grand Treasurer be authorized to refand to each lodge,
which has made its returns and paid funds into the Grand Treasury since
the year 1842, and previous to June, 1845, agreeably to a vote of the Grand
Lodge passed at that time, remitting all fees then due.

The Grand Lodge was then called off until half past two
o’clock P. M.

Masons’ Hany, Portland, May 5, 1847.

The Grand Lodge was called to labor at 24 oclock P. M.
Officers and members as in the morning,

A petition was received from the members of Tranquil Lodge,
at Minot, setting forth that the charter of said lodge was de-
stroyed hy firo on the 17th day of September, 1843; that they
are desirous of resuming the labors of the lodge, and praying for
a renewal of their eharter, with power to open and hold said
lodge at said Minot, or in the town of Auburn, being formerly a
part of Minot when said charter was originally granted. The
R. W. District Deputy Grand Master of the Second District, in
which said lodge was located, being present and approving the
same, it was, on motion,

Vated, That the prayer of the petitioners be granted, free of the usual
charge.

The Committee of Finance, to whom was referred the Grand
Treasurer’s accounts for the past year, reported—

That there had been received into the Grand Treasury, from all sources,
since June 23, 1846, and up to May 5, 1847, the sum of three hundred and
ninety-nine dollars and thirty-two cents, exclusive of the several sums, which,
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at the time of making this report, were being paid in as dues from subor-
dinate lodges for the past year, and which the Committee conld not report
upon before the time fixed for the election of Grand Officers; that therve has
been disbursed by the Grand Treasurer, for the past year, thie sum of two
hundred and twenty-two dollars and four cents; and that there remains in
his hands, as per his account current annexed, a balance of one hundred and
seventy-seven dollars and twenty-eight cents; and that the items of expend-
itare arve properly vouched, and the acconnts correctly cast.

Which report was read and aceepted.

The Grand Treasurer’s account, alluded to in the foregoing
report, shows the invested fund of the Grand Lodge to consist of

b ghares in Freeman's Bank of Augusta, valued at g 500.00
111 R “ Casco « 4 Portland, el 100100
29 i [ Callal " “w " () i l.ﬁﬂf].l.ii}

Total, F3,000.00

The Grand Lodge then proceeded to the election of Grand
Officers.

Bros. John Elliot, Samuel Thing and Nathan C, Fletcher were
appointed a Committee to receive, sort and count the votes ; who
reported the unanimous election of the following oflicers :

M. W, ALEX. H. PUTNEY, of Portland, Grand Master.

R. W. JOHN C. HUMPHREYS, of Brunswick, Senior Grand Warden.
H FRYE HALL, of Belfast, Junior Grand Warden.
s HENRY H, BOODY, of Portland, Grand Treasurer.
“ CHARLES B. SMITH, of Portland, Recording G. Secretary.

Which report was aceepted,

R. W. Bros. Freeman Bradford, Jonathan Smith and Abner B.
Thompson were elected a Committee of Finance for the ensning
year.

The Committee appointed at a former communication to revise
the By-Laws of this Grand TLodge, made their report thereon,
submitting a revised eode of By-Laws and Regulations for con-
sideration. The report was accepted, and the Laws and Regula-
tlons submitted were then taken up, considered and discussed
until 6 o’clock, when the Grand Lodge was called off until 714
o'clock this evening,
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At T o'clock the Grand Lodge was again called to labor, and
resumed the consideration of the By-Laws, until half past nine,
when they were again called off until 7} o'clock to-morrow
morning,

Masons' Harnn, Portland, May 6, 1847.

The Grand Lodge was ealled to labor at half past seven o’clock.
Grand Officers as yesterday.

Bros. C, B. Smith and T. S. Bowles were appointed a Commit-
tee on the subject of conferring the Past Master's Degree in an
irregular manner ; which Committee subsequently reported the
folllowing preamble and resolution, viz:

Whereas, Tt has been represented to this Grand Lodge that certain brethren
in the eastern part of the State have assumed the authority to econfer upon
Master Masons, who have not been elected to preside over any regularly
constituted lodge, the Degree of Past Master, which this Grand Lodge re-
gards as highly improper and unmasonic: therefore

Resoloed, That this Grand Lodge do solemnly protest against the repeti-
tion of an act so manifestly objectionable, and which can be regarded only
as an unwarrantable innovation upon the rights and privileges of the insti-
tation in this juriadiction.

Which report was accepted and the preamble and resolution
were unanimously adopted.

On motion of M. W, Robert P. Dunlap,

Resolyedd, That the thanks of this Grand Lodge be tendered to the M. W.
John T. Paine, Past Grand Master, for the able and courteous manner in
which he has presided over their deliberations; and for the zeal and fidelity
manifested by him in sustaining the interest and the honor of the craft in
this jurisdiction ; and that our fraternal regard be extended to him, with our
best wishes for his fature welfare and bappiness.

The further consideration of the By-Laws was resumed and
continued until one o’elock, when the Grand Lodge was called off
until two o'clock P, M.
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Masoxs” Hanr, May 6th, 2 P. M,
The Grand Lodge was called to labor.

R. W. Bro. Ogier, Master of Amity Lodge, pursuant to in-
structions, submitted to the Grand Lodge, for their consideration,
a copy of an article in the By-Laws of said Amity Lodge, And
the same having been read and considered, it was, on motion,

Voted, That the Grand Lodge see no cause to interfere with the proyision
in said article.

The Committee appointed at a former communieation, on an
intimation that Amity Lodge had misapplied its funds, using
them for purposes contrary to Masonie usage, reported—

That they bad investigated the snbject, which was fully explained to them
by said lodge, and in a manner entirely satisfactory to the Commitice.

Which veport was accepted.

R. W, Bro. Lory Bacon, D. D. G, Master of the Third District,
submitted a report, setting forth the condition and prospeets of the
lodges in his District, and representing them generally to be in
a prosperous state. Report read and accepted and placed on file,

The Committee appointed at a former communication to con-
sider the expediency of adopting the new system of granting
Grand Lodge certificates of membership, to members ol subordi-
nate lodges, reported adversely to the proposition, and snbmitted
the following resolution, viz:

Resoloed, That this Grand Lodge do not deem it expedient to adopt the

system of granting Grand Lodge certificates of membership to members of
subordinate lodges

Which report was aceepted and the resolution adopted,

On motion of Bro. Grand Marshal,

Voted, That the Grand Treasurer pay to the Grand Secretary, the sum of
$30 for Lis services the past year; and also the sum of $3.82, the nmount paid
by him for postages and stationery daring the same period.

On motion of Bro. Jonathan Smith,
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Regolved, unanimously, That the thanks of this Grand Lodge be presented
to R.W. Bro. Henry H. Boody, Grand Treasurer for his faithful and gratui-
tous services in that office.

On motion,

Rlesolved, unanimously, That the thanks of this Grand Lodge be tendered
to Bro. W. C. Martin, of Boston, for the Iriendly and fraternal manner in
which he interested himself in procuring and forwarding to us one of our
Grand Lodge Jewels which had been lost.

On motion of R, W. Bro. J. Smith,

Resolved, That one dollar of the fees hereafter received by this Grand Lodge
for each candidate initiated, shall be appropriated in payment of the debt due
to the Charity Fund, until said debt shall be extinguished,

On motion,

Resolved, That the D. D. G. Masters of the several Districts be requested
to eall upon the several dormant lodges in their respective Districts, or the
principal members thereof, and ascertain whether it is their intention to re-
sume work ; and in case it is not, that sald D. D, G. Masters demand and re-
ceive from them their charters, records, regalia and other masonic property,
to be returned to the Grand Lodge.

On motion,

Voted, That the Grand Secretary be authorized to procure a sufficient
number of blank diplomas for the ensuing year; and also sach number of
blank charters as may be deemed necessary.

On motion,

Toted, That the Grand Secretary be authorized to procure such number of
jewels and collars for D. . G. Masters, as may be necessary to complete the
set for said officers.

The proposition submitted at the last communieation, and sent
out to the lodges, providing that heveafter each subordinate
lodge shall pay annually, to the Grand Lodge, one-eighth of a
dollar for each of its members; and that the sum arising from
said one-ighth of a dollar be appropriated, in whole or in part,
to the payment of the expense of one delegate from each lodge,
who shall attend the annual communication of the Grand Lodge,
was taken up; and on motion,

Veoted, That the same be adopted.
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The consideration of the new code of By-Laws was then re-
sumed, and the same having been fully considered and diseussed,
and amended in several particulars, were approved, and ordered
to be printed and sent ont to the lodges for their examination;
(provided, however, that the Committee be authorized to correct
any clerical errors, and any conflicting provisions, so as not to
change the sense,) so that final aection may be had thereon at the
next annual communieation of the Grand Lodge.

The Grand Lodge was then called off until Wednesday evening,
the 19th inst., at 6 o’clock . M., then to convene for the purpose
of installing the Grand Officers,

Attest, C. B. SMITH, Eee. Grand Secretary.

Masons’ Harnr, Portland, May 19, 1847.

This being the evening designated for the installation of the
Grand Officers, and a competent number of the officers and mem-
bers being present, the Grand Lodge was called to labor at 7
o’clock, by the M. W. Alexander H. Putney, who presided, as-
sisted by

K. W. THOMAS P. TUFTS,
- FREEMAN BRADFORD,

* WILLIAM KIMBALL,
“ CHARLES B. SMITH,

8. G. Warden, p. L.

J. G. Warden, p. .
Grand Treasurer, p. L.
Grand Secretary.

NATHAN J. DAVIS
EPHRAIM BROWYN,
JOHN PURINTON,
GEORGE SMALL,
JONATHAN SMITH,
Rev. C. CUMMINGS,
ASA BAILEY,
JOHN DAIN,

S. G. Deacon, p. L.
J. G. Deacon, p. £
Grand Steward.
Grand Marshal.
Grand Chaplain.
G. Sword Bearer.
Grand Tyler.

There were also present a respectable number of representa-
tives and other brethren from several subordinate lodges.
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In the absence of a Past Grand Master, the R. W. Charles B.
Smith, being the oldest Past Master present, was called upon to
perform the ceremony of installing the Grand Master elect, who
thereupon proceeded to execute the duty assigned him, and duly
installed the M. W. Alexander H. Putney as Grand Master of the
Grand Lodge of Maine, and conducted him to the Oriental chair,

The Grand Marshal then, by order of the M. W, Grand Master,
announced the following appointments for the ensuing year, viz:

R. W. SAMUEL L. VALENTINE, of Bangor, Deputy Grand Master.
“  NATHAN ©, FLETCHER, of East Thomaston, C. G. Secretary.
W. Rev. CYRUS CUMMINGS, of Westbrook, Grand Chaplain.

b “ WILLIAM A, DREW, of Augusta, s =
= " CYRIL PEARL, of Harrison, W o
pd " GILES BAILEY, of Brunswick, 9

“  “ JAMES PRATT, of Portiand, "

“  JONATHAN SMITH, of Westbrook, Grand Marshal,
T NELSON RACKLYFT, of Portland, S. G. Deacon,

“  JOSEPH CLARK, of Waldoborough, J. G. Deacon.

“  MATTHEW HASTINGS, of Calais, Grand Steward.

" THOMAS S. BOWLES, of Bath, iy L

“ JOHN PURINTON, of Portland, s &

s GEORGE SMALL, of Westbrook, o ok

“  ASA BAILEY, of Portland, Grand Sword Bearer.,

" BAMUEL B. STEVENS, of Westbrook, Grand Parsuivant.
' EBENEZER G. EATON, of Saco, # N
“  JOHN DAIN, of Portland, Grand Tyler.

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

First District—R. W. Daniel Winslow, of Portland.

Second District—R. W. Hezekiah Hutchins, Jr., of Ramford,
Third District—R. W. Lory Bacon, of Augusta,

Fourth District—R. W. John W, Lindley, of Union.

Fifth District—R. W. Leovard Jarvis, of Surry.

Sixth District—R, W. Jeremiah Fowler, of Lubec.

Seventh District—R. W, Joseph Prescott, of Garland..
Lighth District—R. W. Thomas P. Tufts, of Saco.

The Grand Master then proceeded to install in ample form
the several subordinate Grand Officers, those who were absent
being installed by proxy. After which, the Grand Marshal made
the usual proclamation, that the Grand Lodge of Maine was duly
constituted and the Grand Officers installed for the current
masonic year,

28
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A report was then received from the Committee on Foreign
Correspondence, in which they say :

That they acknowledge in behalf of the Grand Lodge of Maine, with ex-
pressions of reciprocal friendship, the receipt of communications, within the
past year, in the form of printed proceedings, from the sister Grand Lodges
of New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connectiout, New York, Michi-
gan, Wisconsin, Towa, Missouri, Ohio, Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, North
Carolina, Georgia, Arkansas and Louisana.

The committee also acknowledge the receipt of circulars from
several grand and subordinate lodges; and observe, that—

To narrate the contents, oreven the most important parts of the contents
of all these papers, would require a space that can hardly be eligible for a re-
port of this kind,

They, however, proceed to discuss several topies, which appear
to have been regarded as important by various other Grand
Todges, but upon which this Grand Lodge deem it inexpedient
ab this time to take any action,

In their closing remarks, the committee observe that—

On the whole, though the correspondence in possession of your committee
shows that there are differences of opinion amongst masons, as being Free
Masons they are free to differ in the spirit of love and in the desire for truth;
yet no where is heard any harsh sounds—no noise of axe, hammer, or any
tool of iron. All these differences are salutary in their bearings upon the
common work in which we are all engaged. Masonry, purified by the past
desertions of men who never estimnated its beauties, or undersiood its prin-
ciples, has arisen of late years, with unwonted zeal and vigor, Never was
the Institution more prosperous thau at this moment. There are thirty-one
Grand Lodges now in the United States, with which are connected more than
eighteen bundred subordinate lodges, besides Royal Arch Chapters, En-
campments and other masonic organizations. These all should be, and we
trust are, the sacred sanctuaries of charity—a charity that halts not w in-
quire whether a brother is of this nation or that, of one political party or
another, of our religious communion or not, but is ke @ mason? and if found
to be such, in the day of his need, rushes to bis assistance on the well known
points of fellowship. That the principles of our order may teach ns all to
forget each other’s errors, forgive each other’s faults, and unite us all together
by the cement of brotherly love and friendship, should be the prayer of every
mason,

The report of the committee was read and accepted, and or-

dered to be placed on file; and the Grand Becretary requested
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to make such extracts from it, for publication, as he may think
proper, it being deemed inconvenient, at this time, to publish the
report in detail.

The Grand Master then appointed the R. W. Bros. Cyril Pearl,
Josiah Pierce and Freeman Bradford, a Committee on Foreign
Correspondence for the current year.

On motion,

Voted, That Bros, I. B. Smith, John Purinton and George Small bea com-
mittee to procure such jewels and collars as may be necessary to complete
the set for the several officers of the Grand Lodge,

The Grand Lodge was then closed in ample form.
Attest, C. B. SMITH, Eee. G, Seorctary.

LIST OF LODGES—1848,
We find no list made up in 1847.

FIRST DISTRICT.
R. W. Josern Surrn, Portland, D, D. G. M.

Portland...... sissesnsslNO Lisisannnnnssnssns . Portiand,

United.......... Yy LT e - A sreerevissss Braonswick,

Cumberland ............ “ 12,.....000veeeee...New Gloucester.

Ancient Land-Mark..... * 17.......cvvvvv..... Portland.

FIOUPORle e srrvisrasis T Bhivcisiererairess Froonort:

Casco (charter surrend.), “ 36..................North Yarmouth,
OLYesaa cesssecass ¢ SBiiseineresrsrsnssaGorham.

SECOND DISTRICT.
R. W. Hezex1an Hurcuixns, Jr, D. D. G. M.

Pythagorean........,...No. 11. csrsssa=ass-aaasFryeburg,
Oriental..ouvivraiasnns ® 18..0iiiuiiaannnn. .. Bridgton.
rd e AR vu e e qnaienananysy PAIS
= 21..................leermora.

" Wi «++ . Minot.
saaaas + - Rumford.
80.iaiisasn «» -+ Denmark.
xfield.

Blisadnvini suunonss

Oriental Smr.
Tranquil....
Blazing SEAr... .
Mount Moriali,

King Hiram.,....,.

THIRD DISTRICT.

R, W, Lory Bacow, Augusta, D. D. G, M,

Kennebec.,.. ..........Nu. Biveisirasassannns . Hallowell,
Malnb. ovronsvassssaris 20, ueisinsnnarnas Farmington,
Temple susussvsssensans 20:evussrasarsnnss . Winthrop.
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Northern Star.....cceeee No B snsrrnisensgeibe .Anson,
Hermon...... e - P Gardiner,
Waterville.ooo cesnenaer ¥ BBicesorvarsrancan .. Waterville,
BOMErBot: cocccocossnare ¥ B vovoercissr sanasNOrridgewock.
Bethlebem..ceuaes coee- L A veess - AUgusia,
Morning Starieee veosve ® $liioagens essnsensss Litchfield.
Cantril-ass sananesemant ® BB yonaunsasnbrencns China,
Lafayette.... .... e M el s a A s TRERODRIT,
Vassalborongh. ...eceveee ¥ 5iiiiiarsnsnsass .. Vassalborough.
Rural (charter surrend.),. “ 53 ...ucverassarsann.Sidney.

FOURTH DISTRICT.
R. W. Joux W, Lixprey, Thomaston, D. D. G. M.

LincolN.ees cvveeer vuns « oo« Wiscasset.
Solar.cveeons ressrse sn e >
Orient,,.,. P R "
Bt e0T@0 .4 sosasesssnss =+ 10ic.casan ST rene ... Warren.
Yilage. veesses Ty Bowdoinham.
TRIoNarsvass samesnssss " Blassnassiniasins .. Union.

IR v n s i smabasbadises O VB wawsuns tuyevessdaBItii
AVIOIB s ass canashssanisn ® D) sesrasninessnyssrd DOMASION,

FIFTH DISTRICT.
R. W. Frye Hacw, Belfast, D. D. G. M.

BAnt00K. . cousssisir esselNO: diasuraornnsnsssnisCnating
AN cadcananiodivnnen am B e ke e b e CRIDGET
Felicity, PR || PP, «» .« Bucksport.
Phanix & e SO .+« . Belfast,
Lygonia ... eennnsss SUITY.
NN oo i pia'aninanabeahis BB liguansassnssans .Freedom.

SIXTH DISTRICT.
R. W. Jeremian Fowrer, Lubec, D. D. G. M.

WRITED : «accsassnnosasyeNE & sisniiaianiias vs Muchias,
p T P R A e S il IR e i s viaresi s LABLDOTE.
Washington..e veaseense * 8Teiciicsararssesss.Lubec.
B Orof con vonsninsnsi ™ WesiiisiceresyseaviOARIB,

SEVENTH DISTRICT.
R. W. Josepa Prescorrt, Garland, D. D. G. M.

Rising Virtue. ..........Vn ) R ass  avesss DRAROT.
Penobseot.,.. . i 39

Piscataquis.... .. :
Meridian bplendo S R S oy Y A .. Newport.
Moaals. . iiser isavaiis 62 .Bangerville.

EIGHTH DISTRICT.
R. W. Agraur McArraur, Limington, D, D. G. M.

Bab0 visvias dovnavisniaDe Prasvis A e e v v v SO0
WoPEiwii vnna wannnhoiss ' - Sassaasiaie s 0sess - Kennebunk,
AdonItAm.cie sainonesas © Blseaniae +eesvensnsss iimington.
FreedomM..us ceis savssi 42 s uuee s Parsonsfield.
BuXton; cosicse asponass @ Bliainkessanervays s DXL,

St JOMIBa susssnneaannss ¥ Blicsssarnanneaees..South Berwick.
Pratertiflivisasacsassves ¥ | BB vaninsansnsns vyy sSORDIIEDN.
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A,

At of Incorporation...ci i iernisisninisasaiqqasnnnaanrasssasssvine OF
Address at organization, by (. Master.... cccees sssas sssrsnsns PP |
at consecration, by J. H. Sheppard...c.cceeceericnsniacesnnn.23-32
valedictory, of Simon Greenleaf......cceuvuve.. T ver 98

L of Samuel Fessenden........... o e oiee 104

at celebration in 1844. ... . iicvicisaiinniccannssciasnpansss 4T
Affirmation instead of oath.... cevvivuuiass Y L susen sasuensiDy 90

Letter to G. L. of Pennsylvania..coueeveeseris sonensnsana134
Alna Lodge, charter for granted Jan 10, 1828, ... cucvissesnsseisssess B2
permission to meet in Alnaand New Castle, granted Jan. 1827.148
Amendments. (See By-Laws).
Amity Lodye, dues remitted..... B L T T T R Ao prmprm ORISR |
report &o., relative to......ucvvirnnrnnaes e wewarsavanses 430
Annual Communication, time of changed to 1st Wednesday in May,
ALY A M. ... cane nassssnmannnrneseniZl
Appointments. (See Officers.)

Aprons, twodozen ordered iy .cccivervrsnarvassecsisasansana SRR H5
Arrangements for removal t0 AugUSA. . cveeviiiiiansaarinrasneasn 3 1)
Atlantic and St. Lawrence Railroad—breaking ground for, J uly 4,
1840. .00 006542 NPT - vrenee 410412
Aurora Lodge, Thomaston, charter for granted July 13, 1826,.,........142
B.

Balloting, report respecting.....ccs ssscesesnssanrsssansssnssn-asssss 07
Banguef, June B8, 1844 cuc.iiiiaisisseriniinaseii sesiasis dain insaoh
Bates, James—money 108t by ...cocvviiiie socnnrsincsnsssrsnrcsnaasss 137
remitted to him..osevse vevseseeseaneses 160
Belfust Lodge, petitions for revocation of charter, and for new charter....176
surrender of oharter accepted July 10, 1828...... .u.....178
petition for restoration of charter................000....178

charter restored and name changed to Pheenix Lodge,
Qoti 16, 1B2B.. civaiiivasesnbnine 40 11D
Bethlehem Lodge, Augusta, charter for granted, July 12, 1821........... B7
Bible, proposition to aid in distribution of.......ccvniviiainincnaiii.. 36
report on Proposition...c.iiiiisariinsnriresas PRSP G PR |
pnbatiinte for RAOPLOH is eesssssasssisintssisisitisisisransscssine DO
Bray, Oliver—notes due from given to his widow ($301.03)....55440....105
Buzton Lodge, charter for granted, Jan. 13, 1826...... AT T
constituted, Sept. 12, 1827, 0essssssnsenrsrnrsrnasesanes16l
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By-Laws, committee to prepare........ it aanasasntiel RAAARE aaneErsies o0
of Massachusetts temporarily adopted,.........ee0 sazasenees B0

code of reported and ordered to be printed......s cveueceaers 41

adopted Jan. 11, 1821 . cvvauccnnrne- - sddanse vardetenbl
ordered to be printed....... By e aasqyviey DO

revised code of reported, May, 1847...uvvrrenrecnniianisaia. 428

ordered to be printed and sent to lodges....... 432

amended, Jan., 1822—ballot for candidate must be unanimous. 70
Jan., 1828—dues from lodges for members repealed..172
July, 1828—meetings changed from second to third

Thursday.ecesaceconssasscass srnesasalll
July, 1828—names of masons expelled and suspend-
ed to be returned. .....evreeecniaaaa 178
Dec., 1831—place of meeting to be Augusta..200, 214, 218
Jan., 1833—lodges to pay one-eighth of a dollar
annually for each member, ..216, 230, 235
Grand Lodge to meet annually only,
in January..eecereresensannnasns 219, 221
Jun., 1844—place of meeting changed to Portland....312,
317, 320, 331.

C.
Call of Convention to form Graod Lodge—Aug., 181D, ceveriiinnninnrnas 1
Candidates for degrees—ballot for must be UnANiMONS...veeees sarreae 10

from otber jurizdictions—report respecting.....140
resolution relative to receiving...oviviverenas 167

Caseco Lodge, North Yarmouth, chartered October 11, 1821...00iunanaas 69
Celebration at Augusta, permission for—1840......... s g ey I
Centrat Lodge, China, charter for granted, April 8, 1824.......ciunienn 104
Chandler, Joseph R —rvisit of to Grand Lodge, 1848....c.caivvvunnnnss 407
Charity Fund, $1,000 received for, from Grand Lodge of Massachusetts,
investment of....... P T B R sbeve: 41

Donations to, by Joseph M. Gerrish,..61, 77, 96, 112, 130, 149,
169, 185, 200, 212,

Statement of, Jan. 8, 1824, .icisasnersniin sancsnssncnine 05
Jan. 23, 1838, . ccvaver anssncsansscsnsesess 280
May b, 14T . cavcanisasnarsnisssosaressones 428

Trustees of, 1821, GB—1823, T9—1824, 102—1825, 116—1826,
152—1827, 153—1828, 172—1829, 187—1830, 202—1831,
216—1832, 228—1833, 240—1834, 247—1835, 204—1830,
9721887, 280—1538, 287—1839, 295—1840, 301—1841,
307—1842, 313—1843, 321—1844, 338—1847, 425,

Trostees of to meet at. 3 F. M. on day of Annual

BBBBION, v e nevaevrnnrrsrmrrrinssne esnsanssaseallT, 108
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Charity Fund, Rules for government of Trustees reported and approved.119
Amendment proposed to By-Laws respecting............245
Treasurer authorized to borrow money from, 226, 236, 242, 258
Appropriation from, Feb. 16, 1832.....00vivvieesnensran 226
proposition to distribute capital of, 1840........0..000...300
substitate for, submitied, 1841.....,.,....306
adopted, Jan, 1842..., ,...309
rescinded, Jan. 1845,......500
report relative to using interest of, Feb, 1832............. 227
Charters of Lodges, Grand Secretary to ascertain dates of....vveviine... 36
Colonizalion Society, proposition for aiding..... .ceauvansrerrass..107, 168
Conwmnittee on mode of procedure in forming Grand Lodge.............. 3
report of...... 4
to attend Grand Lodge of Massachusetts.....ovvsrvevsnenaaaf, 7
report of...v.enn .. B-11
10 procure Seal and Regalia...viiovvvcssres sennsnvnsanness 14
TepOTt Of . evenvasnens vevnussess 86
to prepare a code of By-LaWB...sviascevecaissnsansnnasaess M
to petition Legislature for incorporation......ceevsiianssal13,18
Convention o form Grand Lodge—call for.....couvuvaviiincnnrseranses 1
Delegntes I8 scaccisisassinersnrrrnsns 2
Proceedings of.cvscanansnsnssanssinaa2=11
State, October 4, 1843, ... couvinnnnnn. PRI AR AR PRpepe St .
Corner Stone of King Chapel, laid by Grand Lodge, July 16, 1845.......403
Correspondence, report on, 1822, 85—1823, 82—1824, 07—1825, 116—1826, 133
—1827, 166—1828, 173—1820, 184—1830, 206—1831, 213—
1833, 235—1834, 24418135, 200—1830, 200—1837, 277—1838,
285—1830, 202—1840, 200—1841, 306—1842, 311—1843, 310

— 1844, 335—1845, 305—1840, 4141847, 434.

D.

Debts of Grand Lodge, loan to pay authorized.,...ovveiiiisinsnsncsans 213

Decisions, by Grand Lodge :
Affirmation instead of oath allowable....ccsevcriisinnannss v vive T
Officers, except Master, may act without installation. ............153
A maimed man may be made a Mason, provided, &e......... . 00426
An expelled mason may be restored—February, 1832.........221,228
Diplomas, committee to report design for—I1821...ceniieiiiiinnen. ...41, 52
£200 appropriated for procuring a new plate—1826............140
for Past MasterS..ceceeecesss ss snnassesssssns.08, 72,108, 108
Districts, State divided into six, June, 1820, ...c.0cvvrirncnsecrinaasal?, 18
seven, Jan., 1820....0uveevienvirnnransncaas1B87
oight, Feb., 1838, .ccasciiiiniies sruneresesd23
District Deputy Grand Masters, appointed—1820...cuvevssrcnsssrsnanss 18
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Distriet Depuly Grand Masters, lists of. (See officers.)
reception of, on official visits........... Bl
instructions to,.....227, 239, 203, 271, 312,

321, 431,
reports of, 1834, 248—1835, 266—1830, 273—
1837, 280—1838, 288—1846, 406,
Dues, lodges not paying not entitled to representation in Grand Lodge. 157, 140
remission of,...c.onuvs Sy i rvanyempanygnans e 2y 201, BGH, 204
vote to remit until otherwise ordered, 1842........ PR
rescinded, 1845.,,,......,.004
pemniltat t0 JUDS, 18D vy aide duivs o danisnsn cadasnpersnasrssssandil
peid; 4o e rafinded, TBEY . civcines ssatmsalt biuaiasddgy pe bt rmi 427
Duties, peculiar, of Masons at the present time, report on. oe.eee.. 200, 202
E.
Eastern Lodge, remonstrance from and report on—I1824.,..00ueuniann.. 106
Election. (See officers.)

Emerson, Sumuel—petition from reeceived and referred. ..,.......... ...50

F.
Fee on lodges of 17 of a dollar per member, repealed, 1828........00,....172
re-enacted, 1847......... 422,431
Fees for degrees, reduction of—minimum fixed at 315,......... 324, 344, 401

Finanee, report of Comnmittee on, 1823, 76—1824, 94—1825, 110—1820, 127—
1827, 146—1828, 166—1829, 181—1830, 192—1831, 211—1832, 22—
1833, 230—18584, 2421835, 258—1830, 268—1837, 277—I1848, 982—
1830, 200—1840, 207—1841, 303—1842, 310—1843, 315—1544, 320—
1845, 388—1846, 407—1847, 427,

Fox, Charles—death of, July 27, 1845...... RS AT cidnE gy veaad2

Fraternal Lodge, Shapleigh, charter for granted Jan. 11, 1828... .. s10aali3

request for constitution of, &e......vvuiiinann 189, 204, 216

Freedom Lodge, Parsonsfield, charter for granted, Jan. 10, 1823..._... 79, 82

Freeport Lodge, petition from, Jan, 1822, s iiiiiiiiniisncancnasaaasas 66

Furniture ordered to be sold December, 1831, .00vvernvnnnans T 219
G.

General Convention, Delegate to chosen, 1842. .., . v vsrsvnrasnsnsnsss 811
action of reported, 1845... .,y csesnnsansnsnssssas 30D

General Grand Lodge of the U. 8. ...ivvsssnansinsenisssasatd, 73, 85, BY
Grand Lodge, convention to fori..e. viavsessrssarses sanesn ssesessl=l1
organization of, June 1820..... cescsssssssssnscssreisa 12-168

ceremonies and address at consecration of. ..., .vye. ..22-33

not opened at quarterly meetings in 1830 and 1831....200,217

to meet annually hereafter—voted Jan, 1832,.....0000....221

removal of from Portland to Augusta ......vveeeaaa. 218,210

Augusta to Portland..........321, 331, 3583
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Grand Lodge, time of annual meeting changed from Jan. to June, 1845..301

time of annual mesting changed to 1st Wednesday in May, 421
Grand Lodge Certificates, proposition to Issue not approved .......... 430
Grand Officers, signatares of to be sent to other Grand Lodges........05, 60
Griswold, Oliver—interest on note due from remitted.......ccccuuueen. .270

H.
Harmony Lodge, Gorham, charter for granted Jan. 10, 1822............. 02
constithted September B, 1823, .00 vovrssniriniensnens 86
Haskell, Jeremiah, funeral of, April 17, 1844.... cevvennrirniansnsees-330
Hermon Lodge, Gardiner, charter for granted June 23, 1820..........16,20
communication from January 17, 1833......00uainns. .. 232
TEPOIL Olueisssasasesss snsassasasss sl

i
Incorporation, committee 10 Petition for...eeeerrsaasrerrrs sorrssssn . 18
T S P D s A S S e
Installation. (See officers.)
Officers, except Master, may act WithoUt.seesecesseasrsss 163
Insurance of Furniture and Regalia ordered.......cc.ovvcesnsssssansiss 118
Invilation to G. Lodges of Mass. and N. Hampshire to attend consecration. 156

J.
Jewels, Representatives not to appear in Grand Lodge without. .......88, 07
for D. D. G. Master ordered...cacecseeesssassnssarcansnssssens 187
Jones, Thomas, Expulsion of by Unity Lodge..sevesesisrvsses voee 20820
Jurisdiction of Lodges, TepOTL 0N, uzue ssssssscsisesnsscasassssnsenesdld

K.
Kennebee Lodge, charter of returned to Grand Lodge, July 21, 1831.....217
Report on communication froM.....ve  covsesvsessess287
acceptance of charter postponed, 1834..........000.... 246
Report and statements relative to, 1835..... vvsnes... 201
Charter and jewels restored Januvary 16, 1845. ,.......380
King Chapel, Brunswick, corner stone of laid, July 16, 1845.............408
King Hiram Lodge, Dixfield, charter for granted April 10, 1828....... ..178

L.

Lafayectle, General—measures to welcome, 18256.....0000rsr0s00000.113, 1168
address to and answer....... P S S e ey 3 |

Lafayette Lodge, Readfield, charter for granted Jannary 13, 1528..,,...138
Lecturer, Grand..... eesiesenese=ass118, 124, 132, 188, 144, 158, 171, 334, 343
John Miller appointed, January 30, 1845.....0iuue0...304

Limerick, petition for Lodge in—notgranted .........s.ne00.92, 07,102, 113
Loan of $256.98 authorized, January 20, 1831..civiviviunncacancnnsaes 213
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Lodges to be numbered aceording to seniority, Jan. 10, 1823.. .c.vveenzu. 83
Uat of; by Districts, TBA0. cxsusancrrbnnisimssbions spmraddanann sy 207
Lodges, list of, by Districts, 1846, cceerreerssorsirissssnscnnasassssans 436
means of promoting more intimate relations between. ......354, 343
dormant requested to surrender charters, &e., to Grand Lodge...271

M.
Muaimed Men, eligibility of to be made masons-................116, 153, 428
Mazonry, throughout the world, eommittee to inguire respecting........334

Mavonie State Convention, 1843, . ...cviiiise sasins sunns sansnass 522-320
Massachusetts, action in G, Lodge of on memorial from Maine............8
Memorial to Grand Lodge of Massachusetts.....oeeuus S vl A 1Y srerd
Meridinn Splendor Lodge, Newport, charter for granted July 18, 1826, . ,.142
Michigan, Grand Lodge of recognized, July 12, 1827...... ........ sy 160
Missouri, communication from Grand Lodge of answered........... R L |
Money in Treasury, vote to invest, 1844, ....... AR A SRS oL S Y
Monwment over Washington’s tomb,...ceeureeseuanan «0+-107, 113, 117, 124

Morning Stur Lodge, Litebfield, charter for granted, July 11, 1822, .,..69, 71
report on dues from, January, 1827......vueuuus. 181

Mosuic Lodge, Sangerville, charter for granted April 12, 1827...........150
permitted to remove to Dover or Foxeroft, Jan., 1845, .. .. 380

Mount Moriah Lodge, Denmark, charter granted Jan, 11, 1828.. ..., 167, 173
time for constitution extended, Jan, 22, 1830...... 206

Mount Vernon, petition for Lodge in, not granted.....ueieee vaaes veiee188

N.

Northern Star Lodge, permitted to meet in Anson and Solon, ..., .....428
Numbering of Lodges to be according 10 SEniority .vevevsvuansiniernees 83
0.

Officers, election and appointment of, 1820, 13, 16—'23, 61, 64—'23, 77, 78—

‘24, 101—"25, 113, 115—26, 130, 1531—'27, 148, 152—'28, 167, 171—'29,
154, 186—'30, 189, 201—'31, 213, 215—'33, 221, 223—'33, 230, 234—
‘84, 243, 244—'35, 259, 200—'30, 208, 271—'37, 276, 27838, 284, 285
—'30, 201, 204—40, 208, 206—'41, 304, 306—'42, 312—'43, 318—"44
331, 330—45, 391, 393—'46, 408—47, 428, 433.
Oration, by John H. Sheppard at celebration, 1844....... sevennsnes0d7=380
Organization of Grand Lodge,, ceeeeveever sosisanserens veresnanavaevs 12

;o8
Pualestine, &c.,—masonry in, committee to inguire respecting.. ... .vvss 8
reports of COmmittee . caeveue. .. i ivvervavesvirioh 105 170
Parsonsfield, petition for lodge Jan. 10, 1822—postponed. ... . sineaumanei OB
Past Masters, Grand Secretary requested to obtalo list of.....cvvvve .. 835
degree, illegal conferring of...scvcaiversrvencenn saenana420
Penobscot Lodye, Garland, charter for granted Jan, 10, 1822,........... 63
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Penobscot Lodye, permitted Lo meet alternately in Dexter and Exeter, ..205
remove to Dexter, Jan,, 1845...... ... ....380

Pennsylvania, communieation from Grand Lodgas of received...........119
ANBWEL L0 u.iuisanaaaslid

communication from Grand Lodge of, July 13, 1820,.....142

TOPOIL ON.vssessseann164

Piscataquis Lodge, Sebee, eharter for granted October 9, 1828.......... 92
Proceedings of Grand Lodge, to be collected and bound....o...vvvises. 400
Prozies of Lodges may vote when only two representatives are present.. 77

Q.
Quarterly mectings, in 1830 and 1851, Grand Lodge not opened . ... ..209, 217

R,

Records, books for to be procured. ... ..oevsersrssss raserissassansans 97
Refreshments, at meetings of Grand Lodge—dispensing with,...114, 116, 118
Representatives, payment of expenses of, provision for.............421, 431
Returns of lodges, to be made up to September 1, each year........a -+a 71
of Seventh District, 1848..,.....000aues sensasmsssnieennnnan » 2320

Rising Virtue Lodge, Bangor, new charter granted vo, Jan, 18, 1845.....,380
Rural Lodge, Sidney, charter for granted April 12, 1827 . 00 cvvuinis cane 169
time for constitution extended, Jan. 22, 1830. .. ..000000000204

charter of surrendered, Jan. 22, 1836............u..n RS 4 {1
S,

8t. Croir Lodge, Calais, re-organization of anthorized, Jan. 18, 1844...,..333
new charter granted January 16, 1845, ....... e «- 080

St. George Lodge, allowed to meet in alternate years in Warren and
Waldoboro’. ... cceeieaeiinninnnnn.. 69
petition for remission of old dues.. e cneernn.... 116,129
new charter granted, May 5, 1847 .. ceciiiniiinn . 426

St. John's Lodge, Sonth Berwick, charter for granted, Jan, 11, 1827,,.. .149
memorial from and report on, 1833, ...v0viven....231, 238

8t John's Duy, celebration of, 1844, at Portland......oovvvs vaene. . 346-384
St. Mark's Lodge, Bangor, charter for granted April 10, 1828........173, 166
Seal and Regalia, committee to procure, appointed June 2, 1820......... 14
report ofi..eccunueass 36

two engravings of ordered, for printer, April 12,1821........... .. 60
Smith, Thomas W., Grand Master, letter from, June 24, 1844 . ,. ... ......342
Solar Lodge, Bath, petition from, Janoary 17, 1822, .. veiusvvennerrsnass OO
communication from, January 21, 1836........ fhainiedies 200
re-organization of permitted, Jannary 18, 1844. ............333

Somerset Lodge, Norridgewock, petition for, June 27, 1820.....00.00o0. 36
charter granted, January 11, 1B21...0. cosvuanassnanseas B4
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Somerset Lodye, allowed Lo meet alternately in Norridzewock and
Bloomfleld....cvevuen.. 7T
permitted to meet in Norridgewock and Milburn.,,.105, 114
South Carolina, Communication from Grand Lodge of, Jan. 11, 1828.,,..174

T.
Tezxas, interchange of representatives with Grand Lodge of. ....385, 386, 418
Tranquil Lodye, petition of for remission of dues........ ......,..150, 160
new charter granted to, May 5, 1847, with leave &eo.. ...427

Treasurer, instructed to collect notes due Grand Lodge ...... i +. 208
with others, to sell Bank Stock, and re-invest....... .220,270, 278
ordered to notify debtors and collect debts, &..v0 vevn.nnsn 270
invest money on band in Bank stock..,,,.,,.278, 204
inquire into condition of invested funds.......... . 306
reports on accounts of, June 23, 1846........... .. 00unsen. . 407

U.
Union Lodge, permitted to meet In Union and Hope, alternately, Jan., 1827 149
Unity Lodge, Unity, charter for granted April 10, 1828.............175, 170
permitted to remove to Freedom, January 20, 1842, ......300

Yo
Vassalborough Lodge, charter for granted April 12, 1827.,........ vivir 160
Visitors, to be admitted by permission of Grand Lodge.......ccveun.., . 0

w.

Washington, George. (See monument.)
Washington Lodge, Lubec, charter for granted, January 10, 1822........ 02
return and communication from, January 24, 1841, .303

Waterville Lodge, charter for granted, June 27, 1820, .., 000 vusnn.ne. 17, 38
memorial from, January 10, 1828.. ., .....viienee.s 1687
POPORES M s e sadinadpuicss .+2172, 188

Work; oniorntity In 0006 o secacnvessdrmressoberssrmsmsrins ssunes 15T
Report on, January 10, 1828......cuvrer vurnan.a..108

resnmption of by various Lodges, 1844 ... ... covriinnninnne,,-083
Working Tools, committee appointed o procure, 1844.......... AT T

Xa
York Lodge, letter from, January 17, 1322, ... couviine covrnmrrsnenssies U6

petitions from, for aid, on account of loss by fire...,..108, 117
dues of for three years remitted, April 14, 1825,,..,.,.....120
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At the same timo the Trustees of the Charity Fund had the right to inerease

this amount ta the sum of two hundred dollars.
Which i# respectfully submitted,
A. Tt. NICIOLS,

FREDERICK WINGATE,

January 18, 1844, BENJAMIN 8WAN,
This report, on being read, was neeepled,

TREASURER'S ACCOUNT,

Chavity Fund of the Grand Lodge of Maine,
tn account with Besaasmin Davis, Treasurer.

1843,
To donations paid sundry persons, by vote of Trustees,
To paid postage bills,
To paidd N. Hutching for use of hall,
To puid William R, Smith & Co.’s bill for printing,
T'o paid Severance & Dorr’s bill for printing,
To balance to new account, 1544,
1843.
By balance of account of 1842, brought forward,
By amount refunded, ¢linrged to widow Benjamin,

By two dividends on 5 slinres in Freeman's Bank, Augusta,
By dividend on shares in Casco Bank, No.
i w 0 (0 Ll
i Ll o Canal Bank, "
L 11 W w Wi
W “ " " “
" i b Bank of Portland, "
i o on capital stock of # *
“” L : i Ll 10 “
& & on trust fund of L 'y
" L1 (1] a L4 "

Committes,
Dr.
$280.00
4.08

500

.5

17.25
505.86
SUL04
Cr.
228044
5.00
27.60

a8, 20.00
81, 2000
21, 40.00
25, 40.00
20, 40.00
40, 16.00
1, 28000
2, R0.00
1, 20.00
4, 20.00
5, 1500
Sul1a

LW, James L. Child, Chwles Fox and J, IR, Abbot, were

chosen o Committee on Foreign Corvespondence,

Vited, That we now proceed to the choice of Grand offiverg for the ensuing

yoenr,
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Wheveupon, Bros, A, R. Nicliols and Jonathan Smith, were
appointed o Committee to receive, sort and count the votes, who
reported the cleetion of

MW, THOMAS W. SMITII, of Augusta, Grand Master.

1 W, JOHN T. PAINE, of Sanford, Senior Grund Warden,
* ALEXAXNDER 1L PUTNEY, of Portland, J. G. Warden.
o HENRY IL BOODY, of Portland, Grand T'reasurer.
* PHILLE C. JOHNSON, of Avgusta, Itee. Grand Secretary.

Bros, Charles Fox, J. M. Gerrish and Daniel Winslow, were
chosen a Committee on Finance.

Bros. A. B. Thompson, Reuel Washburn, James L. Child,
Edward Fuller and Amos Nowrse, were chosen Trustees of the
Charity Fund.

R.W. A, I Putney, of Portland, submitted the following
resolve as an amendment of the By-Laws:

Desoleed, That the 34 Section of Chapter T of the Dy-Laws of this Grand
Lodge be altered, by striking out the * Third Thursday in January,” and
inseriing ““the 3d of June, except when thit duy conies on the Sablath, in which
case the Annual Meeting shall be held on the 24th of June!  Also, to ulter Sectwin 4,
Chapter 1, to the same effect,

And the same was referred to a Committee, consisting of Bros.
A. B. Thompson, John Dorr and A. IL. Puatney.

The Committee to whom was referred the subject of amending
the 3d Seetion of Chapter I, and the 3d Seetion of Chapter V
of the By-Laws of the Grand Lodge, at the last Annual Com-
munieation, submitted the following

REPORT.

T the Most Worshipful Grand Master,
Officervs and Mewbers of the Grand Lodge of Maine.

The Committee to whom was referred, at our last Annual Communication,
the proposition 0 amend the 3d Section of Chapter 1 and the 3 Section of
Chapter V ol the By-Laws of the Gramd Lodge, by striking oul ** Augusta,”
wherever the word oceurs, and inserting in liew theveof the word = Putland,”
s that herenfler the resular meetings of the Grand Lodge, and of the Trostees
of the Charity Fund, shall be hield in Portland aforesaid, have given some
attention 1o the duly assigned them, sl azk leave to report = That the informa-
tion obtained from the inguiries they have made, shows most elenrly that



1838.] Grand Lodge of Maine. 283

the year, for interest and dividends on notes and stocks; and this, in ordinary
times, would be very nearly correct. It will be seen by this report, that the
amount now applicable to charitable purposes, is much less than has been
distributed in past years. The deficiency arises in consequence of the omission
of the Banks jn which the Charity Fund is principally invested, to make their
second semi-annual dividend of profits, occasioned by the peculiar condition
of our moneyed institutions. Although the sum before stated is the amount of
interest or income actually received, yet it is believed, that a further sum has
been earned during the past year, which will hereafter be available. But, while
the amount of income received is considerably less than in former years, it is
believed that the proper objects of our bounty are as numerous as they were
the last year; and the Committee would accordingly regret to find the Grand
Lodge compelled to confine its donations to the amount which appears to the
credit of the income account, as before stated. The Committee believe, that
in calculating the amount of interest which has accrued from the Permanent
Fund, it would be safe to add to the amount of interest and dividends actually
received into the Treasury, three per cent. on the amount of Bank Stock
belonging to that fund. This would amount to one hundred and thirty-five
dollars; which, added to the balance of eighty-two dollars and thirty-seven
cents before named, would make the amount which would be applicable to
charitable purposes, at the present time, two hundred seventeen dollars and
thirty-seven cents.

The Committee, therefore, believing that the course here suggested would
be in accordance with the By-Laws, and taking into consideration the probable
destitute condition of many of the applicants for donations, and the present
condition of the Masonic Institution, recommend that the Grand Treasurer be
authorized and directed to borrow the sum of one hundred and thirty-five
dollars, to be refunded out of interest and dividends which may hereafter be
received from the charity fund; that this amount be added to the balance of
eighty-two dollars and thirty-seven cents, as before stated; and that the sum
of two hundred seventeen dollars and thirty-seven cents be now distributed in
charity, provided that the number and circumstances of those who may apply
therefor, shall, in the opinion of the Grand Lodge, render a disposition of that
sum expedient.

All which is respectfully submitted,
THOS. W. SMITH y
A. B, THOMPSON, b Commitiee
FRED. WINGATE,

Proceeded to the choice of officers.

R. W. David Neal, A. G. Brown and Moses Safford, Jr., were
chosen a committee to receive, sort and count the votes for Grand
Officers, to be elected by ballot, who having attended to the duty




284 Proceedings of the [Jan.

assigned them, reported, that the following Brethren are unani-
mously elected :

M. W. ABNER B. THOMPSON, of Brunswick, Grand Master.

R. W. THOMAS W. SMITH, of Augusta, Senior Grand Warden.
5 STEPHEN WEBBER, of Gardiner, Junior Grand Warden.
“  BENJAMIN DAVIS, of Augusta, Grand Treasurer.

" PHILIP C. JOHNSON, of Augusta, Rec. Grand Secretary.

The following persons were chosen Trustees of the Charity
Fand, viz: James L. Child, David Neal and Moses Safford Jr., in
place of James L. Child, whose term has expired, and Thos. W.
Smith and Stephen Webber, members ex officio.

James L. Child, David Neal and Frederick Wingate were
'chosen Committee on Finance.

Charles Fox, Asaph R. Nichols and James L. Child, were chosen
» Committee on Foreign Correspondence.

Voted, that when this lodge adjourn, it adjourn to meet at this place, on
Tuesday evening next, at seven o’clock.

The Grand Lodge was then closed in ample form,

Attest, PHILIP C. JOHNSON, Ree. G. Secretary.

TuEespay, Jan. 23, 1838.

The Grand Lodge met at the Augusta House agreeably to

adjournment.
Presext—M. W. ABNER B. THOMPSON, = Grand Master.
R. W. THOMAS W. SMITH, S. G. Warden.
“ STEPHEN WEBBER, J. G. Warden.
“  ASAPH R. NICHOLS, Grand Marshal, p. ¢.
“  DAVID NEAL, 8. G. Deacon, p. t.
“  MOSES SAFFORD, Jr., J. G. Deacon, p. t.
i BENJAMIN DAVIS, Grand Treasurer.
“  PHILIP C. JOHNSON, Rec. G. Secretary.

“  FREDERICK WINGATE, Grand Tyler.




1838.] Grand Lodge of Maine. 285

VISITING BRETHREN.

R. W. John D. Barnard, Nathaniel Stevens, Charles Fox, David Ormsby
and Peter Vigoureaux.

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence made the following
report, which on being read was accepted:

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence, report, that they have carefully
examined the proceedings of the Grand Lodges of New Hampshire, Connecticut,
New York, New Jersey, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, Florida, Ohio,
Kentucky, Mississippi and Missouri, for the year past. In some sections of the
country masonry is evidently fast awaking from the slumbers into which it
had fallen by the unjust and iniquitous warfare waged against it. Public
sentinmient has in a great measure become tranquilized, and the demagogue
spirit which for a time agitated and distracted one of the most pacific institutions
of human origin, breathing “ peace on earth and good will to men,” is receiving
the reprobation of the virtuous of all parties and denominations. The Com-
mittee cannot but indulge the hope, that the lodges under the jurisdiction of
this Grand Lodge, will be able before the next communication to report that
they are, one and all, in a perfect state of organization, and availing themselves
of the benefit to be derived from frequently meeting together in the lodge-room,
as in the days of “auld lang syne.” Théy recommend that the Grand Sec-
retary reciprocate salutations with all the Grand Lodges in the Union, by
forwarding to each a printed copy of the proceedings of this Grand Lodge.

JAMES L. CHILD,
DAVID NEAL, Committee.
ASAPH R. NICHOLS,}

The Grand Master was then pleased to make the following
appointments, which were announced by the Grand Marshal, viz:

R.W. ASAPH R. NICHOLS, of Augusta, Deputy Grand Master.
“ ZINA HYDE, of Bath, Cor. Grand Secretary.
“ JOHN C. HUMPHREYS, of Brunswick, Grand Marshal.
“ MOSES STONE, of Jay, Grand Chaplain. -
“ FREEMAN PARKER, of Winthrop, S e
“ MOSES SPRINGER, of Gardiner, - o
“ DAVID NEAL, of Gardiner, S. G. Deacon.
“ MOSES SAFFORD, Jr., of Augusta, J. G. Deacon.
“ NATHANIEL STEVENS, of Hallowell, Grand Steward.
“ WILLIAM L. WHEELER, of Augusta, e 5
“ FREDERICK WINGATE, of Augusta, - <
“ QLIVER GERRISH, of Portland, L] ¢
“ QLIVER S. HARTSHORN, of Portland, G. Sword Bearér
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R.W. BENJAMIN SHAW, of Gardiner, Grand Pursuivant.
“ JOHN D. LORD, of Augusta, - £
“ BENJAMIN COOK, of Gardiner, Grand Tyler.

The foregoing officers were duly installed by the M, W Grand
Master, either by themselves or proxies.

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

First District—R. W. Eleazer W'ycr, of Portland.
Second District-—R. W. Cornelius Holland, of Canton.
Third District—R. W. James L. Child, of Augusta.
Fourth District—R. W. Amos H. Hodgman, of Warren.
Fifth District.—R. W. Hezekiah Williams, of Castine.
Sixth District—R. W. Oliver N. Allen, of Lubec.
Seventh District—R. W, David Shepherd, of Sebec.
Eighth District—R. W. William Trafton, of Shapleigh,

Bro. Benjamin Davis was chosen a Committee to receive, sort
and count the votes to fill the vacancies in the Board of Trustees
of the Charity Fund, in place of A. R. Nichols, Nathaniel
Stevens, David Neal and Moses Safford, Jr, who have been
appointed officers of this Grand Lodge.

John H. Ingraham, Benjamin Swan and Daniel Clay, of
Gardiner, and Elias Bond of Hallowell, were chosen Trustees, as
aforesaid.

The Grand Treasurer submitted a statement of the Charity
Fund, which was read and ordered on file, to wit :

The following is all the property belonging to the Grand Lodge of Maine,
viz:
20 shares Canal Bank, Portland.
10 shares Casco Bank, Portland.
10 shares Portland Bank, Portland.
b shares Freeman’s Bank, Augusta.

16

One note hand signed by Oliver Griswold, Samuel Fessenden,

Thomas A. Deblois, dated Jan., 1828, for $200.00
One note signed Thomas Herrick, Jacob Herrick, O, 8.

Hartshorn, Alpheus Shaw, dated Jan 80, 1823, 100.00
One note signed William Walker, dated Deec. 1, 1829, for 10.00

(Deceased and lost.) —_—

$810.00
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I have collected since Jan. 1834, (the time I received the above notes),
$600 on old notes due the Grand Lodge.

Voted, That the Recording Grand Secretary, James L. Child and Benjamin
Davis, be a Committee to revise the By-Laws of this Grand Lodge; and that
when completed, the Grand Secretary canse a sufficient number of copies to
be printed to furnish each subordinate lodge, under the jurisdiction of this
Grand Lodge, with one copy. :

The subordinate lodges in Maine, under the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge
during the depressed state of Masonry, not having been in receipt of fees by
which to meet their own expenses, or to pay the Grand Lodge their dues,
therefore :

Voted, That this Grand Lodge remit to all the subordinate lodges under its
Jjurisdiction all dues owing to them, up to the third Thursday of January
current.

Voted, That the Grand Secretary be directed to procure the printing of the
usual number of copies of the proceedings of this Grand Lodge, and that one
copy be forwarded to each of the officers of this Grand Lodge, one copy to
each of the subordinate lodges in this State, one copy to each of the District
Deputy Grand Masters, and one copy to all Masonic bodies which are in
correspondence with this Grand Lodge.

Voted, That this Grand Lodge be now closed.
The Grand Lodge was then closed in ample form.

Attest, PHILIP C. JOHNSON, R. @. Secretary.

The following brethren compose the Board of Trustees of the
Charity Fund :

M. W. Abner B. Thompson, Grand Master, ex-officio.
R. W. Asaph R. Nichols, Deputy Grand Master, “
“  Thomas W. Smith, Senior Grand Warden, #¢
“  Btephen Webber, Junior Grand Warden, g
“  Philip C. Johnson, Recording Grand Secretary, %
“  Joseph M. Gerrish.
“  James L. Child.
“  John H. Ingraham.
“  Benjamin Swan.
“  Daniel Clay.
“  Elias Bond.
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There are no reports on file from District Deputy Grand Masters for 1888,
From Bro. Josiah Pierce of the First District, we find a letter to the Grand
Secretary as follows :

Gornay, January 17, 1888,

Bro. Jouxson: Till very lately I have expected to have attended the
Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine. Inow find that I cannot
be present.

I have received no returns from any lodge in the District over which I am
D. D. G. Master, for the last masonic year.

1 decline being a candidate for re-appointment to my present office. Please
make my wishes known to the Grand Lodge, and oblige your friend and
brother, JOSIAH PIERCE.

A letter from R. W. David C. Magoun, Deputy Grand Master, dated Jan.
17, 1838, says:

I understand from Bro. Eaton, the District Deputy Grand Master for the
Fourth District, that there have been no meetings in his District, and he has
no communication to make. You will please so state to the Grand Lodge.

1
J
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ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.
1839.

The Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine
was holden at the Augusta House, in Augusta, on Thursday, the
17th day of January, A. D. 1839, ,

Prespxt—M. W. A, B. THOMPSON, Grand Master.

R. W. A.R. NICHOLS, Deputy Grand Master.
“  THOMAS W. SMITH, 8. G. Warden.
“  DANIEL CLAY, J. G. Warden, p. t.
“  JOHN C. HUMPHREYS, Grand Marshal.
“ P. C. JOHNSON, Ree. G. Secretary.
“  BENJAMIN DAVIS, Grand Treasurer.
. “  MOSES SAFFORD, Jz., 8. G. Deacon, p. 1.

“ LUCIUS Q. C.BOWLES, J.G.Deacon, p. .
“ NATHANIEL STEVENS,  Grand Steward.

“  FREDERICK WINGATE, 4f &%

“ ISAAC HOBBS, G. Sword Bearer, p. t.
“ OLIVER B. DORRANCE, Grand Pursuivant, p. t.
“  BENJAMIN SHAW, ’ “

“ . EBENEZER WHITE, Grand Tyler, p. t.

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

R. W. CORNELIUS HOLLAND, from the Second District.
“  JAMES L. CHILD, from the Third District.
“  AMOS H. HODGMAN, from the Fourth District.

Lodges represented :
PorrrAND, by J. B. Cahoon.
EAsTERN, “ Isaac Hobbs.
AxoieNt LaNp-MARk, = 0. B. Dorrance.
WasnixgTON, “ Taft Comstock.

19
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The Most Worshipful Grand Master, on taking the chair, called
the Grand Lodge to order, and the same was opened in ample form

The proceedings of the last meeting were then read by the
Grand Secretary,

The Committee on Finance submitted their annual report
which is as follows :

The Committee on Finance, having attended to the duty assigned them, ask
leave to report:
That the income arising from the Charity Fund the past year is:

Dividends on five shares in Freeman’s Bank, $40.00
Interest on note collected of General Fessenden and others, 63.25
Total, > $1038.25

The amount paid from this fund the last year is for fees of
Secretary, 30.00
For fees of Tyler for 1838, 4.00
Printing minutes of proceedings, 14.00
Printing revised By-Laws and advertising meeting, 18.00
Sundry costs and expenses in collecting notes, &e., &e., 24.31
Postage bill, 1.70

To Committee for revising constitution and superintending
printing the same, 6.00

To amount advanced by G. Treasurer, to pay the Charities
as ordered at the last annual meeting, 135.00
Total, $283.01

It will be seen by the foregoing statement, that there is a deficit of $129.76
to meet the claims of the Grand Treasurer upon the Charity Fund,

His claim arises principally from the loan made by him under direction of
the Grand Lodge at their last Annual Communication, to enable him to pay
out the appropriations then ordered.

At the time those appropriations were made, it was confidently expected
that dividends upon the stock of the Grand Lodge in the Portland Banks
would be declared in the course of the year, but being disappointed in this
respect, nothing can be distributed in charity the current year. The Committee
recommend that the Grand Treasurer be authorized and directed to borrow
the sum of $129.76, to be refunded out of interest and dividends which .mn.y
hereafter be received from the Charity Fund.

The amount of cash in the Treasury, January 18, 1838, belonging to the
Permanent Fund, as appears by the Treasurer’s books, was $84.86

Since that time he has collected on note, 200.00

§284.35

>
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Making the sim of $284.35 to be appropriated by the Treasurer agreeably
to the provision of the By-Laws.
JAMES L. CHILD, | Committee on
January 17, 1839, FRED. WINGATE, Finance.

This report on being read was accepted.

The Grand Treasurer made a report, giving a statement of the
funds under his charge, which was read and ordered on file.

Communications from the Grand Lodges of New York and
South Carolina, were read by the Grand Secretary, which,
together with sundry other communications, on motion of Bro.
Shaw, were referred to the Committee on Foreign Correspondence.

Voted, To choose a Committee on Foreign Correspondence.

Bros. Isaac Hobbs, Oliver B. Dorrance and Lucius Q. C. Bowles,
were chosen said Committee,

Proceeded to the choice of officers,

R. W. Cornelins Holland, Amos H. Hodgman and Frederick
‘Wingate, were chosen a Committee to receive, sort and count
the votes for Grand Officers, to be elected by ballot, who reported
the following brethren as unanimously elected :

M.W. ABNER B. THOMPSON,. of Brunswick, Grand Master.
R.W. THOMAS W. SMITH, of Augusta, Senior Grand Warden.
“ STEPHEN WEBBER, of Gardiner, Junior Grand Warden.
“  BENJAMIN DAVIS, of Augusta, Grand Treasurer.
“  PHILIP C. JOHNSON, of Augusta, Rec. Grand Secretary.

R. W. A. R. Nichols, Benjamin Swan and Frederick Wingate
were chosen a Committee on Finance.

Bro. Oliver B. Dorrance was chosen alestee of the Charity
Fund, in place of Bro. Joseph M. Gerrish, whose term of office
had expired. -

Voted, That this Grand Lodge remit all dues from the subordinate lodges
under its jurisdiction, up to the present time.

Voted, That when this Grand Lodge adjourn, it adjourn to meet at this
place on Tuesday evening next, at 7 o’clock. :
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After some remarks appropriate to the occasion from several
of the brethren,
Voted, To adjourn.

The Grand Lodge was then closed in ample form,

Attest, PHILIP C. JOANSON, Rec. G. Secretary.

AvgusTa, Jan. 22, 1839,

The Grand Lodge met at the Augusta House, agreeably to
adjournment.

Presext—M. W. A, B. THOMPSON, Grand Master.
R. W. THOMAS W. SMITH, 5. G. Warden.
“  JOHN L. MEGQUIER, J. G. Wm'l.len,'p. L.
“ JOHN C. HUMPHREYS, G. Marshal.
“  BENJAMIN DAVIS, G. Treasurer.
“ P. C. JOHNSON, Ree. G. Secretary.
“  MOSES SAFFORD, Jr., |, 8. G. Deacon, p. t.
“ ISAAC HOBBS, J. G, Deacon, p. t.
“ TL.Q C. BOWLES, G. Tyler, p. t.

The Grand Lodge was called to order by the Most Worshipful
Grand Master, and opened in ample form.

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence made a Report,
accompanied with a communication from said Committee, to the
officers of the Grand Lodge of South Carolina, both of which,
on being read, were accepted, ordered to be entered upon the
Records, and printed ; and the original communication forwarded
by the Grand Secretary to its proper destination.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE.

Avausta, Jan. 17, 1839,

To the Most Worshipful Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Maine.

The Committee to whom was referred the subject of communications and
Foreign Correspondence, report—

That there have been received by the R. W. Grand Secretary during the past
year, the proceedings of the Grand Lodges of New Hampshire, Connecticut,
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Pennsylvania, New York, Kentucky, Virginia, Georgia, North Carolina, Ala-
bama, Maryland and Florida; and by examination we find them to consist
principally of the proceedings of the Grand Lodges of those States, and that
no other action is deemed necessary for this Grand Lodge than to request the
Secretary to reciprocate the like friendly regards. The communications from
New York and South Carolina Grand Lodges contain interesting subjects;
the former we are not able to take much part in, and the latter we have con-
sidered with much deliberation, and have prepared a commumcation touching
the subject matter of theirs to this Grand Lodge.
All which is respectfully submitted,

ISAAC HOBBS, Committee on

LUCIUS Q. C. BOWLES, Foreign

0. B. DORRANCE, } Correspondence.

COMMUNICATION
AveusTta, Jan. 17, 1839.

Respected Brethren: Your communication bearing post-mark, “ Charleston,
July 2, 1838,” directed to the Grand Secretary, was this evening presented to
the Grand Lodge of Maine, at its annual session; and we, the subscribers,
were appointed a Committee to examine and consider the same, and in the
discharge of the duty imposed on us, we answer your communication. While
we sympathize with you, respected brethren, in your recent loss by conflagra-
tion, we the more regret our inability to afford assistance ata time when
pecuniary aid is so much needed. It must be known to you, that the unfor-
tunate and unjustifiable anti-masonic excitement, which has prevailed through-
out New England, since 1826, raging with the violence of pestilential disease,
has so far affected our labors, as to produce in nearly all our lodges an entire
relinquishment of them. In fact, our work is suspended, and the sound of
the Gavel is not heard within our walls consequently our funds cannot
accumulate by the means so profitably exercised previous to the injurious
influence above referred to; and the funds that we have are so situated, as
not to produce more than sufficient to meet our current expenses. Yet, breth-
ren, we do not despair. We can faintly discern the dawn of a brighter day,
and are encouraged to hope that the day is not far distant when we can
resume our labors—when the benevolent designs of our beloved Institution
can be brought into beneficial operation, and its glory be again at *“high
meridian,” and shine with renovated lustre.

With fraternal esteem, respectfully yours
ISAAC HOBBS,
A LUCIUS Q. C. BOWLES,
0. B, DORRANCE.

To M. W, Charles M. Freeman, G. M.; R. W. George B. Echhord, D. G. M. ;
R. W. William B. Foster, S. G. W.; R. W. John Evans, J. G. W.; R. W.
J. W. Bruen, C. G. S.; of the Grand Lodge of South Carolina.
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The M. W. Grand Master was then pleased to make the follow-
ing appointments, which were announced by the Grand Marshal,
viz:

R. W. A. R. NICHOLS, of Augusta, Deputy Grand Master.
“ ZINA HYDE, of Bath, Corresponding Grand Secretary.
“ JOHN C. HUMPHREYS, of Brunswick, Grand Marshal.
o B[O’SES STONE, of Jay, Grand Chaplain. <
“  FREEMAN PARKER, of Winthrop, * “
“ MOSES SPRINGER, of Gardiner, o @
“  DAVID NEAL, of Gardiner, 8. G. Deacon.

B “  MOSES SAFFORD, Jr., of Augusta, J. G. Deacon.
“ NATHANIEL STEVENS, of Hallowell, Grand Steward.
“  W. L. WHEELER, of Augusta, L& 4
“  TFRED. WINGATE, of £t s€
“  OLIVER GERRISH, of Portland, o 1%

“  OLIVER 8. HARTSHORN, of Portland, G. Sword Bearer.
' “  BENJAMIN SHAW, of Gardiner, Grand Pursuivant.

“  JOHN D. LORD, of Augusta, & e

“  BENJAMIN COOK, of Gardiner, Grand Tyler.

The foregoing Officers were duly installed by the M, W. Grand
Master, either by themselves or proxies.

DISTRIC'I: DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

First Dislrict—R. W. Eleazer Wyer, of Portland.
Second District—R. W. Cornelius Holland of Canton.
Third District—R. W. James L. Child, of Augusta.
Fourth District—R. W. Amos H. Hodgman, of Warren.
Fifth District—R. W. Hezekiah Williams, of Castine.
Sixth District—R. W. Isaac Hobbs, of Eastport.
Seventh District—R. W. Daniel Shepherd, of Sebec.
2ighth District—R. W. William Trafton, of Shapleigh.

Voted, That the Grand Treasurer be authorized and requested from time to
time to invest such sums as may come into his hands, belonging to the princi-
pal of the Charity Fund, in such Bank Stock as in his opinion shall be most
productive and safe.

Voted, That the Grand Secretary be directed to procure the printing of the
requisite number of copies of the proceedings of this Grand Lodge, and to
. forward one copy to each of the officers of this Grand Lodge, one copy to
each of the subordinate lodges in this State, one copy to each of the District
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Deputy Grand Masters, and one copy to all legal Masonic bodies which are in
correspondence with this Grand Lodge.

Vited, That this Grand Lodge now adjourn. "
The Grand Lodge was then closed in ample form.
Attest, PHILIP C. JOHNSON, Rec. . Secretary.

5

The following Brethren compose the Board of Trustees of the
Charity Fund.

M. W. A. B. Thompson, Grand Master, ex officio.
R. W. A. R. Nichols, Deputy Grand Master, o

“  Thomas W. Smith, Senior Grand Warden, i

“  Stephen Webber, Junior Grand Warden, o

“ P. C. Johnson, Recording Grand Secretary, 4

“  James L. Child.

“  John H. Ingraham.

“  Benjamin Swan.

“  Daniel Clay.

“  Elias Bond.



296 Proceedings of the [Jan,

ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.
1840.

The Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine
was holden at the Augusta House in Augusta, on Thursday the
16th of January, A, D. 1840,

Presext—M. .'W A. B. THOMPSON, G. Master.

R. W. A. R. NICHOLS, D. G. Master.
“ 0. B. DORRANCE, S. G. Warden, p. t.
« J. L. CHILD, dJ. G. Warden, p. t.
“. J. C. HUMPHREYS, G. Marshal,
“«  P. C. JOHNSON, Rec. G. Secretary.
“  BENJAMIN DAVIS, G. Treasurer.
L MOSES SAFFORD, Jz., S. G. Deacon, p. t.
“ I R. CHADBOURNE, J. G. Deacon, p. t.
“ F. WINGATE, Grand Steward.
* A. H. PUTNEY, % i p-t.
“ E. WHITE, G. Sword Bearer, p. t.
“ 8. LAKE, G. Tyler, p. t. P

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTER,
R. W. J. L. CHILD, from the Third District.

Lodges represented :

PorrLAND, by J. B, Cahoon.
Uxrren, L J. C. Humphreys.
AxcieNt Laxp-MArxk, e 0. B. Dorrance.

. EASTERN, i & 1.. R. Chadbourne.
Fericiry, % Sewall Lake.

Praxix, 4 N. M. Lowney.
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The Most Worshipful Grand Master, on taking the chair, called
the Grand Lodge to order, and the same was opened in due form,
omitting the usual ceremonies.

The proceedings of the last meeting were then read by the
Grand Secretary.

A communication from Bro. David Shepherd, District Deputy
Grand Master of the Seventh Masonic District, was read and
ordered on file.

The return from Hermon Lodge was read, and ordered on file.

R. W. L R. Chadbourne, J. L. Child and O. B. Dorrance, were
chosen a Committee on Foreign Correspondence.

The Committee on Finance submitted the following Report,
which, on being read, was accepted :

REPORT.

~ The Committee on Finance, having attended to the duties devolving upon
them in virtue of their office, report :
" That the income arising from the Charity Fund, the past year, is:

Dividend on 20 shares in Canal Bank, Portland, $20.00
byt 105 5 Bank of Portland, 20.00
- 107 =8 Casco Bank, Portland, 10.00
o . SN Freeman's Bank, Augusta, 82.50
Total, $82.50
The amount paid from this fund the last year is as follows, viz:
To Smith & Robinson for printing, 4.50
William Hastings’ bill, ° 14.00
To L. Severance, for 1838 and 1839, 4.50
To L. Severance, for 1840, % <7D
Postage bill, 1.87
To Recording Grand Secretary, 30.00
Total, £55.62
Balance, $20.88
The Charity Fund borrowed of the Grand Lodge, -
Jan. 17, 1889, the sum of 120.76
And the above balance of the Charity Fund, being
applied to its payment in part, vie: 26.88

Leaves still due to the Grand Lodge the sum of $102.88
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It will be seen by this statement, that nothing can be distributed in charity
the current year, and that the Charity Fund is deficit in the sum of eighty-
eight dollars and thirteen cents, to meet the claims of the Grand Treasurer
upon it. There are several notes due the Grand Lodge, some of which may
be eventually collected, and are in the hands of an attorney for that purpose ;
but no part of these can be realized at present.

A. R. NICHOLS, Committee on
January 16, 1840. FRED, WINGATE, Finance.
Proceeded to the choice of Grand Officers.

R. W. Benjamin Davis, N. M. Lowney and A. H. Putney, were
chosen a Committee to receive, sort and count the votes for Grand
Officers to be elected by ballot; which Committee reported that
the following brethren were unammoualy elected.

M. W. ABNER B. THOMPSON, of Brunswick, Grand Master,

R. W. THOMAS W. SMITH, of Augusta, Senior Grand Warden.
“  STEPHEN WEBBER, of Gardiner, Junior Grand Warden.
“  BENJAMIN DAVIS, of Augusta, Grand Treasurer.
“  PHILIP C. JOHNSON, of Augusta, Rec. Grand Secretary.

R.W. A. R. Nichols, Frederick Wingate and Benjamin Swan
were chosen a Committee on Finance. .

Ordered, That the Grand Lodge remit all dues from the subordinate lodges
under its jurisdiction, up to the present time.

Voted, That when this Grand Lodge adjourn, it adjourn to meet at this place
on Thursday evening next, at seven o’clock-

Adjourned. The Grand Lodge was then closed, omitting the
usual ceremonies,

Attest, PHILIP C. JOHNSON, Rec. @, Secretary.

AvausTa, January 23, 1840.

The Grand Lodge met at the Augusta House, agreeably to
adjournment,

The Most Worshipful Grand Master, on taking the chair, called
the Grand Lodge to order, which was opened in due form, omitting
the usual ceremonies.
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The Committee on Foreign Correspondence submitted the
following report, which, on being read, was accepted :

REPORT.

To the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Maine.

The undersigned, Committee on Foreign Correspondence, ask leave to
report: That they have examined the communications received from the fol-
lowing Masonic bodies since the last annual meeting, viz: From Massachusetts,
New Hampshire, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New York, New Jersey, Penn-
sylvania, Maryland, for 1888-39 ; Missouri, for 1838-39 ; Kentucky, Alabama,
for 1838-89 ; North Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Virginia, Louisiana and Ireland.

These communications were either extracts orentire minutes of Grand
Lodges, giving the names of the Grand Officers elected, details of the finances,
' suspensions, expulsions, and reinstatements, in their respective bodies—funeral
orations delivered on the decease of Grand Officers and private brethren
distingunished for moral excellence and public usefulness.

Nothing is found requiring any action on the part of this Grand Lodge. The
Committee recommend a continuation of the interchange of friendly communi-
cations with all the Grand Lodges in the Union; and also that a copy of the
proceedings of this Grand Lodge be forwarded to the Grand Masonic Lodge
of Ireland, with the friendly greetings of this Grand Lodge.

* Per order,
JAMES L. CHILD,
0. B. DORRANCE,

} Commiltee.

Ordered, That the Grand Secretary be authorized and directed to procu
the printing of the requisite number of copies of the proceedings of this Grand
Lodge, and forward one copy to each of the officers of this Grand Lodge, one
copy to each'of the subordinate lodges in this State, one copy to each of the

' District Deputy Grand Masters, and one copy to all-legal Masonic bodies
which are in correspondence with this Grand Lodge.

The M. W. Grand Master was then pleased to make the
following appointments, which were announced by the Grand
Secretary, viz:

R. W. ASAPH R. NICHOLS, of Augusta, Deputy Grand Master.

. ZINA HYDE, of Bath, Cor. Grand Secretary.
“ JOHN C. HUMPHREYS, of Brunswick, Grand Marshal.

« MOSES STONE, of Jay, Grand Chaplain.
“ FREEMAN PARKER, of Wiscasset, . “ e
«  MOSES SPRINGER, of Portland, # Ly -

“ MOSES SAFFORD, Jx., of Augusta, Senior Grand Deacon.
“#  QLIVER B. DORRANCE, of Portland, Junior Grand Deacon.
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R. W. NATHANIEL STEVENS, of Hallowell, Grand Steward.
“ W. L. WHEELER, of Augusta, ” N
*“ FREDERICK WINGATE, of Augusta, £ .
“  SEWALL LAKE, of Bucksport, 1 i
“ ICHABOD R. CHADBOURNE, of Eastport, G. Sword Bearer.
“ BENJAMIN SHAW, of Gardiner, Grand Pursuivant.
“ JOHN D. LORD, of Hallowell, o o
“ EBENEZER WHITE, of Gardiner, Grand Tyler.

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

First District—R. W. Eleazer Wyer, of Portland.
Second District—R. W. Cornelius Holland, of Canton.
Third District—R. W. Luther Severance, of Augusta.
Fourth District—R, W. Amos H. Hodgman, of Warren.
Fifth District—R. W, Hezekiah Williams, of Castine.
Sixth District—R. W, Isaac Hobbs, of Eastport.
Seventh District—R. W. David Shepherd, of Sebee.
Eighth Distriet—R. W. William Trafton, of Shapleigh.

Voted, That when this Grand Lodge adjourn, it adjourn to meet at this place
on Thursday, the 6th day of February next, at 7 o’clock in the evening,

Adjourned. The Grand Lodge was then closed, omitting the
usual ceremonies.

Attest, PHILIP C. JOHNSON, Rec. G. Secretary.

Avcusta, Feb. 6, 1840,

The Grand Lodge met at the Augusta House, according to
adjournment.

The Most Worshipful Grand Master, on taking the chair, called
the Grand Lodge to order, which was opened in due form, omitting
the usual ceremonies,

The following proposition was submitted by Bro. J. L. Child,
viz:
Voted, That the 2d Section of Chapter V of the by-laws be so far altered,

as that the Board of Trustees of the Charity Fund be authorized to distribute
in' charity, for the relief of poor and distressed worthy brethren, their widows
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and orphans, such part of the principal of the Charity Fund not exceeding
ten per cent. of the same, annually, as they may deem expedient.

Which, on being read, was ordered to be printed with the
proceedings of this Grand Lodge, for the consideration of the
subordinate lodges under its jurisdiction; and that the farther
consideration of the subject by this Grand Lodge be postponed
to the next Annual Communication.

Voted, To adjourn.

The Grand Lodge was then closed, omitting the usual cere- .
monies.

Attest, PHILIP C. JOHNSON, Rec. G. Secretary.

The following brethren compose the Board of Trustees of the
Charity Fund, viz:

. M. W. A. B. Thompson, Grand Master, ez officio.
R. W. A. R. Nichols, Deputy Grand Master, o
“  Thomas W. §mith, Senior Grand Warden, o
“  Stephen Webber, Junior Grand Warden} £
“ P. C. Johnson, Recording Grand Secretary, &

“  James L. Child.

“  John H. Ingraham.
“  Benjamin Swan.

“  Daniel Clay.

“  Elias Bond.
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ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.
1841.

The Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine,
was holden at the Augusta House, in Augusta, on Thursday, the
21st of January, A. D. 1841,

Presext—M. W. A. B. THOMPSON, G. Master.
R. W, THOMAS W. SMITH, S. G. Warden.
“ MOSES SAFFORD, Jz., J. G. Warden, p. t.
“ HEZEKIAH WILLIAMS, 8. G. Deacon, p. t.
“ JEREMIAH FOWLER, J. G. Deacon, p. t.
“ BENJAMIN DAYVIS, G. Treasurer.
“ P. C. JOHNSON, Ree. G. Secretary.

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTER.
R. W. HEZEKIAH WILLIAMS, from the Fifth District.

Lodges represented :
Uxitep, by A. B. Thompson.
WASHINGTON, A Jere. Fowler.

The Most Worshipful Grand Master, on taking the chair,
called the Grand Lodge to order, which was opened in due form,
omitting the usual ceremonies.

The proceedings of the last meeting were read by the Grand
Secretargy

Adjourned to meet at this place on Thursday evening next, at
seven o’clock.

Attest, PHILIP C. JOHNSON, Rec, @ Secretary.
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-AvucusTa, Jan, 28, 1841.
The Grand Lodge met at the Augusta House, according to

adjournment. Y i
Presext—M. W. ABNER B. THOMPSON, Grand Master.
R.W. ASAPH R. NICHOLS, D. G. Master.
“ THOMAS W. SMITH, 8. G. Warden.
“ J. L. CHILD, J. G. Warden, p. t.
“  BENJAMIN DAYVIS, Grand Treasurer.
“ P. C. JOHNSON, Rec. G. Secretary.
“  MOSES SAFFORD, Jr., 8. G. Deacon.
“  BENJAMIN FOWLER, J. G, Deacon, p. t.
¢ J. T. PAINE, Grand Marshal, p. t.
“  F. WINGATE, Grand Steward.

«  HEZEKIAH WILLIAMS,  Grand Tyler, p. t.

The M. W. Grand Master, on taking the chair, called the
Grand Lodge to order, which was opened in due form, omitting
the usual ceremonies.

The return of Washington Lodge, together with a communi-
cation from said lodge, in relation to the vote submitted by this
Grand Lodge at the last Annual Communication, relative to an
alteration of the by-laws, was read and ordered on file.

The Committee on Finance submitted the following report,
-which, on being read, was accepted.

REPORT.

The Committee on Finance, having attended to the duty assigned them,
report—
That from the Treasurer’s accounts, which appear to be correctly cast and
properly vouched, the interest arising from the Charity Fund the past year,
. and received by him, is :
Dividend on 5 shares in Freeman’s Bank, at 6 per cent., $30.00

& 8 Canal Bank, at 1 per cent., 20.00 adt
i 10 “  Portland Bank, at 1 per cent,,  10.00
L 10 1w Casco Bank, at 2 per cent., 20.00

t —_—

Amounting in the whole to $80.00
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The amount paid from this fund the past year, iz as follows, viz:

Postage bill, for 1840, $1.17

Severance & Dorr, for printing report, 12.00

W. R. Smith & Co., for printing, 1.50

P. C. Johnson, services as Rec. G. Secretary 80.00
— 4467

Leaving a balance in the Treasurer’s hands of 83593

To be applied towards the payment of the $102.88, which was due from the
Charity Fund to the Grand Lodge at the close of the year 1839—or'to be
otherwise disposed of as the Grand Lodge may deem proper.

There has been received by said Treasurer, since his last settlement, on
debts due the Grand Lodge, the sum of two hundred and fifty-seven dollars

nd forty-seven cents.
All which is respectfully submitted,
: g A. R. NICHOLS, per order.

R. W. . Williams, M. Safford, Jr. and A. R. Nichols, were

chosen a Committee to receive, sort and count the votes for Grand
Officers, to be elected by ballot. -

The Committee reported the election, by unanimous vote, of

M. W. HEZEKIAH WILLIAMS, of Castine, Grand Master.
R.W. THOMAS W. SMITH, of Augusta, Senior Grand Warden.
- JOHN T. PAINE, of Sanford, Junior Grand Warden.
“  BENJAMIN DAVIS, of Augusta, Grand Treasurer.
“  PHILIP C. JOHNSON, of Augusta, Rec. Grand Secretary,

Which report was accepted.

Bros. Asaph R. Nichols, Frederick Wingate and Benjamin
Swan, all of Augusta, were elected Committee on Finance.

R.W. A.B. Thompson, of Brunswick, Renel Washburn, of
Livermore, J. L. Child, of Augusta, Amos Nourse, of Hallowell,
A. R. Nichols, of Augusta, and Edward Fuller, of Readfield,
were chosen Trustees of the Charity Fund.

Voted, That the Grand Lodge remit all dues from the subordinate lodges
under its jurisdiction, up to the present time.

Bros. James L. Child and Hezekiah Williams, were chosen a
Committee on Foreign Correspondence.
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The M. W. Grand Master elect, on taking the chair, was pleased
to make the following appointments, which were announced by the
Grand Secretary, viz:

R. W. ASAPH R. NICHOLS, of Augusta, Deputy Grand Master.
“  ZINA HYDE, of Bath, Cor. Grand Secretary. A
“ JOHN C. HUMPHREYS, of Brunswick, Grand Marshal.
“  MOSES STONE, of Jay, Grand Chaplain.
“  FREEMAN PARKER, of Wiscasset, " -
“  MOSES SPRINGER, of Portland, . “
“  MOSES SAFFORD, Jx., of Augusta, 8. G. Deacon.
“ OLIVER B. DORRANCE, of Portland, J. G. Deacon.
' “  NATHANIEL STEVENS, of Hallowell, Grand Steward.
j “  WILLIAM L. WHEELER, of Augusta, L
.' “  FREDERICK WINGATE, of Augusta, # 'y
' “ SEWALL LAKE, of Bucksport, i =
| “ ICHABOD R. CHADBOURNE, of Eastport, G. Sword Bearer,
' “  BENJAMIN SHAW, of Gardiner, Grand Pursuivant,
“ JOHN D. LORD, of Hallowell, L L
“ EBENEZER WHITE, of Gardiner, Grand Tyler.

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

First Distriet—R. W. Eleazer Wyer, of Portland.
Second Distriet—R. W. Cornelius Holland, of Canton.
Third District—R. W. Luther Severance, of Augusta.
Fourth District—R. W. Amos H. Hodgman, of Warren.
Fifth District—R. W. Frye Hall, of Belfast.

Sixth District—R. W. Jeremiah Fowler, of Lubec.
Seventh District—R. W. David Shepherd, of Sebec.
Eighth District—R. W. William Trafton, of Shapleigh.

The following proposition for an amendment of the By-Laws,
submitted at the last Annual Communication, by Bro. J. L, Child,

.

VIZ:

“ Poted, That the 2d Sec. of Chapter V of the By-Laws be so far altered, as
that the Board of Trustees of the Charity Fund be authorized to distribute in
charity, for the relief of poor and distressed worthy brethren, their widows
and orphans, such part of the principal of the Charity Fund, not exceeding
ten per cent. of the same annually, as they may deem expedient,”

Was taken up and discussed at much length, by Bros. Child,
Nourse and Thompson, in favor, and Bros. Paine, Washburn and
20
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Fowler, against the amendment—ywhen on motion of Bro. Nourse,
the following was submitted for the foregoing amendment, viz:

Voted, To strike out in Sec. 24, Chapter V of the By-Laws, the words “and
no part of the principal of said fund shall be expended for any purpose what-
ever,” and substitute in lien thereof the following words, * and may distribute
in charily, for the relief of poor and distressed worthy brethren, their widows and
orphans, such part of the principal of the Charity Fund, not exceeding three hundred
dollars annually, as they may deem expedient.”

And then the further consideration of the foregoing substitute
for the proposed amendment was, on motion of Bro. Washburn,
postponed to the next Annual Communication, and ordered to be
sent out to the subordinate lodges, as a proposed amendment,
agreeably to the provision of the By-Laws.

Voted, That the thanks of this Grand Lodge be tendered to the M. W. Past
Grand Master, A. B. Thompson, for the faithful and acceptable manner in
which he has performed the duties of the office of Grand Master, for the three
years past.

Voted, That the Grand Treasurer be instructed to inquire into the condition
and value of the stock in Banks, and other property held by the Grand Lodge,
and report at the next Annual Communication what disposition can and
ought to be made of the same, with a view to the best interest of the Charity
Fund, to which it belongs.

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence submitted the

following report, which, on being read, was accepted :
REPORT. =

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence have had very little time to
examine the communications submitted to them, but have cursorily looked
through those from Massachusetts, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey,
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, Georgia, Ohio, Indiana, Florida, Missis-
sippi and Missouri, being all that have been received during the past year
from Grand Lodges—and they had very little to awaken hope, in relation to
the craft, or cheer the gloom that has been for years thickening upon our
ill-fated but much injured institution. The brethren, amidst the persecutions
and adverse events of the last fifteen years, seem to have departed from their
“ first love,” and lost much of the freshness and joyousness of days of “auld
lang syne.” Whether a brighter day is ever to dawn upon the Institution, is
matter rather for prophecy than calculation—but however this may be, it will
always remain true, that ‘“the white apron and white gloves” were fit
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emblems of that purity of life, and high standard of morals, which the
principles of the craft ever inculcated and enforced. The Committee recom-
mend a reciprocation of civilities with other Grand Lodges.

JAMES L. CHILD, per order.

Voted, That the Grand Secretary be requested to procure the printing of
the requisite and usual number of eopies of the proceedings of this Grand
Lodge, and forward one copy to each of the Grand officers, one copy to each
of the subordinate lodges in this State, one copy to each of the District Deputy
Grand Masters, and one copy to all legal Masonic bodies with which this Grand
Lodge is in correspondence.

Voted, To adjourn. ,

The Grand Lodge was then closed, omitting the usual cere-
monies.

Attest, PHILIP O, JOHNSON, Rec. @. Secretary.

The following brethren compose the Board of Trustee of the
Charity Fund, viz:

M. W. Hezekiah Williams, Grand Master, ex officio.
R. W. A. R. Nichols, Deputy Grand Master, "

“ Thomas W. Smith, 8. G. Warden, L

“ J.T. Paine, J. G. Warden, o
« “ P. C. Johnson, Recording Grand Secretary, 2

“ A. B. Thompson.
® “ R.Washburn.

« J. L. Child.

“ A. Nourse.

“  Edward Fuller.
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ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.
1842.

The Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine
was holden at the Augusta House, in Augusta, on Thursday, the
20th of January, A. D. 1842,

Present—R. W. J. T. Pamve, Amos Noursg, J. L. Cairp, B.
Swax, F. WinGATE, J. Dorr, E. Rosixsox and P. C. Jouxsox.

In the absence of the M. W. Grand Master, Bro, J. T. PaiNe,
being the senior member present, took the chair, and called the
Grand Lodge to order in the following manner, to wit:

R.W. J. T. PAINE, M. W. Grand Master, p. t.
“  AMOS NOURSE, S. G. Warden, p. t.
¢« J. L. CHILD, J. G. Warden, p. t.
“ P. C. JOHNSON, Rec. G. Secretary.
R BWAN, S. G. Deacon, p. t.
“  JOHN DORR, J. G. Deacon, p. t. &
“  E. ROBINSON, G. Tyler, p. t.

The Grand Lodge was then opened in due form, omitting the
usual ceremonies.

The proceedings of the last meeting of the Grand Lodge were
read by the Grand Secretary,

The returng of the Phenix and Orient Lodges were read and
ordered on file.

The Committee on Finance submitted a report, which on being



1842.] Grand Lodge of Maine. 309

read was recommitted, for the purpose of ascertaining more
specifically the sources from which, and the time within which,
the interest arising from the Charity Fund had accrued, with
instructions to report at the next adjourned meeting.

The report of the Grand Treasurer was submitted, which, on
being read was accepted, and ordered on file.

Bros. James L. Child and John Dorr were chosen a Committee
on Foreign Correspondence.

The subject of the amendment of the By-Laws of this Grand
Lodge, submitted at the last Annual Communication, proposing
to authorize the annual distribution of three hundred dollars of
the principal of the Charity Fund, was taken up and amended by
substituting the words “two Aundred” for “three hundred.”
The question of adopting the amendment as amended was then
taken, which was decided in the affirmative.

‘The petition of the members of Unity Lodge, praying for
permission to remove said lodge to Freedom village, was referred
to a Committee consisting of all the brethren present, who, after
taking the same into consideration, reported that, the petition
being approved by the District Deputy Grand Master of the
District within which the said Unity Lodge is located, they
recommend that the prayer thereof be granted. Which report on
being read was accepted.

A communication from Bro. Frye Hall, Distriet Deputy Grand
Master of the Fifth Masonic District, recommending the remission
of the fees due from Pheenix Lodge, was read—whereupon it was

Voted, That the amount of fees now due, and which may hereafter become
due, from all the subordinate lodges under the jurisdiction of this Grand
Lodge, be remitted until otherwise ordered. :

Voted, That when this Grand Lodge adjourn, it adjourn to meetat this place
to-morrow evening at seven o’clock.

The Grand Lodge was then closed, omitting the usual ceremonies.

Attest, PHILIP C. JOHNSON, Ree. 6. Secretary.
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Fripay EveNiNG, January 21, 1842,

»
Met according to adjournment.

Presext—R. W. THOMAS W. SMITH, Grand Master, p. .
¢ . T. PAINE, 8. G. Warden, p. t.
“ JONATHAN SMITH, J. G. Warden, p. t.
“  PHILIP C. JOHNSON, Rec. G. Secretary.
“« JAMES L. CHILD, Grand Treasurer, p. .
“ A.R.NICHOLS, 8. G. Deacon, p. t.
“ REUEL WASHBURN, J. G. Deacon, p. t.
¢ BENJAMIN SWAN, Grand Tyler, p. t.

The Grand Lodge was then opened in due form, omitting the
usual ceremonies.

The proceedings of the last meeting were read by the Grand
Secretary,

The Committee on Finance, to which was recommitted their
report of last evening, submitted the following, which on being
read was accepted.

REPORT.

Graxp Lopge or MaiNg, Jan. 21, 1842.
The Committee on Finance, having attended to the duty assigned them, ask
leave to report:

' That they find in the Treasurer’s hands an unexpended sum

balance, belonging to the Charity Fund, of $36.83
He has also received the past year, the following dividends,
viz:
4 on 10 ghares in the Casco Bank, 72.50
8 on 10 shares in Portland Bank, 11500 °
2 on 20 shares in the Canal Bank, 60.00
1 on 5 shares in the Freeman’s Bank, 15.00
Amounting in the whole to $207.88
From which he has paid the following sums, viz:
William Woart’s bill of postage, 1.21
Philip C. Johnson’s salary, as Secretary, 80.00
Severance & Dorr, for advertising, .16

William R. Smith & Co., for printing the annual proceedings, 10.75
Amounting to $42.71

Leaving a balance of §266.12
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M. W. THOMAS W. SMITH, of Augusta, Grand Master,
R.W. JOHN T. PAINE, of Sanford, Senior Grand Warden.
“  ALEXANDER H. PUTNEY, of Portland, J. G. Warden.
* BENJAMIN DAVIS, of Augusta, Grand Treasurer.
*  PHILIP C. JOIINSON, of Augusta, Ree. G. Secretary.

Which report was aceepted.

Bros. Asaph R. Nichols, Benjamin Swan and Frederick Win-
gate, all of Augusta, were elected a Committee on Finance.

R. W. Bro. Jonathan Smith, submitted a proposition to amend
the 3d Scetion of the 1st Chapter of the By-Laws of the Grand
Lodge, by striking out the word “ Awugusta™ in the second line,
and ingerting in lien thereof the word “ Portland.”

Voted, That the foregoing proposition be committed to a Committee, con-
sisting of Bros, R. Washburn, J. T. Paine and A. Nourse, with instructions to
report on the expediency of adopting the amendment at the next Annual
Communication, and that the usual notice be sent out to the subordinate

lodges, under the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge, agreeably to the By-Laws
thereof.

Voted, That the several District Deputy Grand Masters he addressed by the
Grand Secretary, and requested, previous fo the next meeting of the Grand
Lodge, to report how many and what lodges continue their organization, and
all other facts which may be necessary to enable the Grand Lodge to under-
stand their true condition.

The M. W. Grand Master then made the following appoint-
ments, which were announced by the Grand Seeretary :

R, W. A, R. NICHHOLS, of Augnsta, Deputy Grand Master.
ZINA HYDE, of Buth, Corresponding Grand Secretary.
“  JOHN €, HUMPHREYS, of Brunswick, Grand Marshal,

‘" MOSES BTONE, of Jay, Grand Chaplain.
“ FREEMAN PARKER, of Wiscasset, * o
“  MOSES SPRINGER, of Portland, “ )

“  JOHN DORR, of Augusta, S. G. Dencon.
“ OLIVER B. DORRANCE, of Portland, J. G. Deacon.

“  EBEN WHITE, of Gardiner, Grand Steward.
“ JOHN D, LORD, of Hallowell, i -
“  FREDERICK WINGATE, of Augusta, K i
*  SEWALL LAKE, of Bucksport, o ¥

' ICHABOD R. CHADBOURNE, of Eastport, G. Sword Bedrer.
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R.W. BENJAMIN SHAW, of Gardiner, Grand Pursuivant.
“  JONA. SMITH, of Westbrook, L 4
“  E. ROBINSON, of Augusta, Grand Tyler.

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

First District—R. W. Eleazer Wyer, of Portland.
Second District—R. W. Cornelius Holland, of Canton.
Third District—1t. W. Benjamin Swan, of Augusta.
Fourth Distriet—R, W, Amos H. Hodgman, of Warren.
Fifih District—R. W, Frye Hall, of Belfast.

Sixth Distriet—R. W. Jeremiah Fowler, of Lubeec.
Seventh Distriet—1. W. David Shepherd, of Sebec.
Eighth District—R. W. William Trafton, of Shapleigh.

Voted, That we now adjourn.

The Grand Lodge was then closed, omitting the usual cere-
monies.

Attest, PHILIP C. JOHNSON, Rec. @. Secretary.

The following Brethren compose the Board of Trustees of the
Charity Fund :

M. W. Thomas W. Smith, Grand Master, ex officio.
R. W. A. R. Nichols, Deputy Grand Master, o

“ J.T. Paine, Senior Grand Warden, %

“ A, IL Putney, Junior Grand Warden, et

“  P. C. Johnson, Recording Grand Secretary, "

A. B. Thompson.
“ R, Washburn.

“  James L. Child.
“  Amos Nourse.

“  Edward Fuller.
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ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.
1843.

The Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine,
was holden at the Augusta House, Augusta, on the 19th day of
January, A, D. 1843,

Presext—M. W, THOMAS W. SMITH, Grand Master.
R. W. JOHN T. PAINE, S. G. Warden,
“  A. H. PUTNEY, J. G. Warden.

P. C. JOHNSON,
R. WASHBURY,

0. B. DORRANCE,
A. H. HODGMAN,

Ree. G. Secretary.
G. Treasurer, p. t.
5. G. Deacon, p. t.
J. G. Deacon, p. t.

Grand Steward.
Grand Pursuivant,
Grand Marshal.
Grand Tyler, p. t.

“ F. WINGATE,

“  JONATHAN SMITI,

“  JOHN C. HUMPHREYS,
“ M. SAFFORD, Jx.,

Lodges represented :

Samuel Chase, Master,
Rufus Beals, 8. Warden,

J. B, Hudson, J. Warden,

A. 11, Putney, Master,
David Robinson, 8. Warden.
8. C. Munsey, J. Warden.

PORTLAND, by

Axciext Layp-Mazrxk, by

UsitED, by Jere, Haskell, Proxy.
FREEPORT, by A. Bailey, S. Warden.
Praxix, . by W. L. Wheeler, Proxy.

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

R. W. BENJAMIN SWAN, from the Third District.
“ A, H. HODGMAN, from the Fourth District.
“  FRYE HALL, from the Fifth District.
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PAST OFFICERS AND PERMANENT MEMBERS.

M. W. CHARLES FOX, Past G. Master.
“  REUEL WASHBURN, Past G. Master.
R.W. Ji L. CHILD, Past D. ID. G. Master.
“ L. SEVERANCE, Past D. D. G. Master,
“ D, ORMSBY, Past Master.
“  E.FULLER, Past Master.

VISITING BRETHREN,

R. W. CHARLES HUNT.
“ D. C. EMERY,
The Grand Lodge was then opened, omitting the usual cere-
monies.

The Committee on Finance submitted their report, accompanied
by the account of the Grand Treasurer, showing the state of the
funds of the Grand Lodge at the present time—which, on being
read was accepted, and ordered to be printed with the proceedings
of the Grand Lodge. :

REPORT.

Graxp Lopee orF MaiNg, January 19, 1843,

The Committee on Finance, having attended to the duties assigned them,
report—

That they find in the Treasurer's hands (less his claim for services) an
unexpended balance of two hundred eighty-nine dollars and forty-four cents,
as per saild Treasurer’s account, herewith submitted.

The Committee would further state, that all the items of said account are
duly and properly vouched. Which is respectfully submitted,

BESRT BIAN 1 Committee.
FRED. WINGATE, |
Charity Fund of the Grand Lodye of Maine,
in account with Bexaamx Davis, Treasurer.
1842, Dr.
To donations paid sundry persons, per vote of the Trustees, 3372.24
To paid Mr. Hutchins for use of hall, 5.00
To paid postage bill, 1.27
To paid for collections in Portland, 25
To paid W. R. Smith & Co., for printing, 11.89
To paid P. C. Johnson’s bill, as Secretary, 80.00
To balance to new account, 280.44

£710.00
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1842 Cr.
By balance from old account, 22556.12
By amount of balance from old aceount of Grand Lodge, 25747
By amount refunded, charged widow Jackson, 5.00
By dividend on 10 shares Casco Bank, 42,50
« & 20 “  (Canal Bank, 70.00
& .o 10 Bank of Portland, 50,00
£ 43 5 % TIreeman's Bank, 30,00
Avcusts, Jan. 18, 1843, ) £710.09

The proposition submitted by Bro. Jonathan Smith, at the last
Annual Communication, to amend the 3d Section of the 1st
Chapter of the By Laws, was discussed at considerable length, by
Bros. Washburn, Paine, Child, Fox, Hodgman, Smith, Putney,
Haskell and others, after which, on motion of Bro. Fox, it was

Voted, That the M, W, Grand Master appoint some member of this Grand
Lodge to supply the place of Bro. Nourse, one of the Committee to which the
foregoing subject was committed at the last Communication, who, it is under-
stood, is prevented from attending this meeting on account of sickness—the
other two of the Committee, Bros. Washburn and Paine, not having been able
to agree upon a report; and Bro. Hodgman was accordingly appointed.

Whereupon, the Committee, as aforesaid, having taken the
subject into consideration, submitted the following
REPORT,
T the Most Worshipful Grand Muster,
Ofjicers and Members of the Grand Lodye of Maine.

The Committee to whom was referred the proposition of R. W, Bro. Jona.
Smith, to amend the 3d Section of the By-Laws of the Grand Lodge, by
striking out the word “ Aungusta,” in the second line, and inserting in lien
thereof the word “ Portland,” have had the subject under consideration, and
doubting the expediency of an immediate removal, as contemplated by said
proposition, and believing the subject to be of sufficient interest and importance
to require further consideration, respectfully recommend that final action upon
the proposition be postponed until the next Annual Communication of the
Grand Lodge.

REUEL WASHEURN,

Avcusta, Jan. 19, 1843, A. H. HODGMAN, } Committee.

The question of the acceptance of the same was voted to be
taken by yeas and nays, and being so taken, was decided as
follows, to wit:
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M. W. Bro. Thomas W. Smith, R. W. Bros. R. Washburn, J. L. Child, L.
Severance, F. Wingate, A. H. Hodgman, M. Safford, Jr., B, Swan, E. Fuller, W.
L. Wheeler, D. Ormshy, F. Hall and P. C. Johnson, in the affirmative—and

M. W. Bro. C. Fox, B. W. Bros. 0. B. Dorrance, Jonathan Smith, J. Haskell,
J. C. Humphreys, Samuel Chase, R. Beals, J. B. Hudson, D. Robinson, J. C.
Munsey, A. Bailey, A. H. Putney and J. T. Paine in the negative—

Being 13 in the affirmative and 18 in the negative.

So it was decided not a vote,
On motion of Bro. Dorrance, it was then

Voted, That when this Grand Lodge adjourn, at the close of the present
Communication, it adjourn to meet at Masonic Hall, Portland, on the 24th of
June next, at 10 o'clock in the forenoon, for the purpose of the further
consideration of the proposition for the amendment of the 3d Section of the
By-Laws of the Grand Lodge.

Whereupon Bro. A. IL. Putney, having voted in favor, moved a
reconsideration of the foregoing vote for an adjournment to Port-
land ; which motion, on being put, was decided in the negative.

Voted, That this Grand Lodge now adjourn, to meet at this place'to-morrow
evening at 7 o'clock.

The Grand Lodge was then closed, omitting the usual eeremonies,

Attest, PHILIP C. JOHNSON, Rec. . Secretary.

AvcusTa, Jan. 20, 1843,

The Grand Lodge met at the Augusta House, agreeably to
adjournment,

Presext—M. W. THOMAS W. SMITH, G. Master.
R. W. A. R. NICHOLS, Deputy Grand Master.
“« J. T. PAINE, 8. G. Warden,
“  A. H. PUTNEY, J. G. Warden. o
¢« P. C. JOUNSON, Rec. G, Secretary.
“  R. WASHBURN, G. Treasurer, p. t.
# J. L. CHILD, 8. G. Deacon, p. t.

“  BAMUEL CHASE, J. G. Deacon, p. t. .
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R. W. F. WINGATE, Grand Steward.
“  JONATHAN SMITH, Grand Pursuivant.
“  JOHN C. HUMPHREYS, Grand Marshal.
“  MOSES SAFFORD, Jn., Grand Tyler, p. t.

PERMANENT AND VISITING BRETHREN.

R. W. Bros. . Beals, J. B. Hudson, D). Robinson, S, C. Munsey, A. Bailey,
J. Haskell, B. Swan, D. Ormsby, F. Hall, L. Severance, J. Dorr, I Fuller,
N. Stevens and A, Masters.

The Grand Lodge was then opened, omitting the usual
ceremonies,

Voted, That the Grand Lodge now proceed to the choice of Grand Officers
for the current year.

Whereupon, R. W. Bros. N. Stevens and John Dorr, were
appointed a Committee to receive, sort and count the votes for
Grand Officers by ballot, who reported that the following brethren
were unanimously elected :

M.W. THOMAS W. SMITH, of Augusta, Grand Master.

R.W. JOHN T. PAINE, of Sanford, Senior Grand Warden.
“  ALEXANDER H. PUTINEY, of Portland, J. G. Warden.
“  BENJAMIN DAVIS, of Augusta, Grand Treasurer.
“  PHILIP C. JOIINSON, of Augusta, Rec. Grand Secretary.

Bros. Asaph R. Nichols, Frederick Wingate and Benjamin
Swan, were elected a Committee on Finance.

The M.W. Grand Master was then pleased to make the
following appointments, which were announced by the Grand
Seeretary :

R. W. ASAPH R. NICHOLS, of Augusta, Deputy Grand Master.
% AMOS STICKNEY, of Vassalboro’, Cor. Grand Secretary.
“  JOHN C. HUMPHREYS, of Brunswick, Grand Marshal.
“  JOHN H. INGRAHAM, of Augusta, Grand Chaplain.
“  MOSES STONE, of Jay, o *
“  JOHN DORR, of Augusta, Senior Grand Deacon.
. “ OLIVER B. DORRANCE, of Portland, Junior Grand Deacon.

#  EBEN FULLER, of Augusta, Grand Steward.
“  JERE. HASKELL, of Portland, 7 #
“  FREDERICK WINGATE, of Augusta, #

« “ DMOSES SAFFORD, Ju, of Augusta, «
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R. W. DANIEL CARLETON, Jr., of Alna, G. Sword Bearer.
*  BENJAMIN SHAW, of Gardiner, Grand Pursuivant.
JONATHAN SMITH, of Westbrook, i
“  ELIJAH ROBINSON, of Augusta, Grand Tyler.

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

First Districi—R. W. Eleazer Wyer, of Portland.
Second Distriet—IR. W. Corelius Holland, of Canton.
Thivd District—R. W. Denjamin Swan, of Augusta.
Fourth District—R. W. Amos H. llodgman, of Warren.
Fifth District—R. W. Frye Hall, of Belfast.

Sizth Distriet—R. W. Jeremiah Fowler, of Lubee.
Seventh Distriet—R. W. David Shepherd, of Sebec,
Eighth District—R. W. Elisha Bodwell, of Shapleigh.

R. W. Bro.John C. Humphreys, of Brunswick, was chosen, by
ballot, Trustee of the Charity Fund of the Grand Lodge, in place
of Bro. A. R. Nichols, who is a Trustee of the Charity F'und in
virtue of the office he held in the Grand Lodge.

R.W. J. L. Child, and Jona. Smith were chosen a Committee
on Foreign Correspondence, who, having examined the proceed-
ings of the several Grand Lodges within the United States, and
other communications which have been transmitted to this Grand
Lodge during the past year, submitted the following report, which
on being read was aceepted :

REPORT.

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence ask leave to report, that they
have had before them reports from the Grand Lodges of New York, Mississippi,
Kentucky, Tennessee, North Carolina, Missouri, Arkansas, Ohio, Connectient,
Georgia, Virginia, Maryland, New Hampshire, Massachusetts and Rhode
Island. Also the proceedings of the Convention of Delegates from a number
of Grand Lodges, held in Washington City, in March last, received since our
last Annual Convention; and while they find nothing which requires the
special action of this Grand Lodge, they are happy to have it in their power
to state that there appears to be gratifying evidence that the star of Masonry
in some of the States is in the ascendant—that the prejudices against that
institution are fast being dispelled before the beamings of light and knowledge
—and encouragement is aflorded for the belief that the time is not far distant,
when Masonry will resume her standing among the time-honored institutions
of the age—having virtue for their base, and the relief of human woe their
superstructure,
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Before closing this report, they would state that the Unity Lodge, within
this jurisdiction, reports having unanimously expelled, at a communication on
the 12th April, 1842, Tuosmas Joxes, s member of said lodge, for having
publicly renounced masonry, and being guilty of conduct unworthy the
character of a brother.

All which is respectfully submitted,

JAMES L. CHILD,

Augusta, Jan, 20, 1843, JONATHAN s.'.n'rn,} Lanie:

Voted, That one copy of the *Journal of a Convention of Delegates from
the Grand Lodges of the United States, held at Washington, D, C., on the
Tth of March, 1842 be forwarded to each of the District Deputy Grand
Masters of this Grand Lodge.

On motion of R. W, Bro. James L. Child, the question was
taken upon the reconsideration of the vote whereby the report
submitted by Bros.” Washburn and Hodgman last evening, in
relation to the removal of the Grand Lodge was rejected—which
was decided in the affirmative, as follows :

M. W. Thomas W. Smith, R. Wasliburn, R. W. J, L. Child, J. Dorr, B.
Swan, M. Safford, Jr., L. Severance, 1). Ormsby, F. Wingate, F. Fuller, N.
Stevens, A. Masters and 1" C. Johnson, in the affimative; and R. W. Bro.
F, Hall, in the negative.

Bros. A. R. Niclols, Jonathan Smith, R. Beals and J. B.
ITudson, were, at their request, exeused from voting, And, on
motion, the report above mentioned was then accepted.

On motion of Bro. James L. Child,

Voted, That, in connection with the proposition submitted at the last Annual
Communication, by Bro. Jonathan Swmith, viz.: To amend the 8d Section of
Chapter I of the By-Laws of the Grand Lodge, by striking out the word
“ Augusta,” in the second line, and inserting in lieu thereof the word * Portland,”
the final action upon which is to lay over to the next Annual Communication,
agreeably to the recommendation of the report of the Committee, a proposition
be submitted to amend also the 3d Section of Chapter V by striking out the
word “ Augusta,” in the second line, and inserting in lieu thercof, the word
“ Portland,”—and that the same be committed to the Committee who had the
*subject of the first proposition for amendment above mentioned under con-
sideration the last year—that the same be sent out to all the subordinate
lodges, under the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge—and that the Committea
aforesaid be instructed to obtain an expression of the opinions of as many of
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the members of the lodges aforesaid, npon the subject of said amendments,
as may he practicable, either through the District Deputy Grand Masters, or
otherwise, and report to this Grand Lodge at the next Annual Communication.

Vated, That the Grand Secretary be directed to address the several Distriet
Deputy Grand Masters, specially requesting them to visit the several lodges
within their respective Districts, previons to the next meeting of the Grand
Lodge, with a view to ascertain how many and what lodges continue their
organizalion; also their actual standing and condition, as far as practicable,
and the prospects generally for a revival of the institution of masonry within
this State; and report their doings at the next Annual Communication of this
Grand Lodge.

On motion of M. W. Bro. Washburn,

Voted, That the vote of last evening, whereby the Grand Lodge refused to
. recousider the vote, *“ that when this Grand Lodge adjourn at the close of the
present communieation, it adjourn to meet at Masonic Hall, Portland, on the
24th day of June next, at 10 o’clock A. a.” &c,, and also the vote whereby
they agreed to adjourn to meet at Portland on the 24th of June next, be
rescinded.

Voted, That this Grand Lodge now adjourn.
The Grand Lodge was then closed, omitting the usual ceremonies,

Attest, PHILIP C. JOHNSON, Ree, G, Secretary.

The following brethren compose the Board of Trustees of the
Charity Fund.

M. W. Thomas W. Smith, Grand Master, ex officio.
R. W. A. R. Nichols, Deputy Grand Master, i

“ J, T. Paine, Senior Grand Warden, £

“ A, H. Putney, Junior Grand Warden, o

“  P. C. Johnson, Recording Grand Secretary, b

“ A, B. Thompson.

« R, Washburn,

“  James L. Child.

“  A. Nourse.

“  Edward Fuller.

“  John C. Humphreys.
21




322 Proceedings of the [Oct.

MASONIC STATE CONVENTION.
18435,

.
e ———

In pursuance of previous public notice, a Convention of the
members of the Masonic Fraternity in the State of Maine, was
liolden at Masonic Hall, in Portland, on the fourth, and by ad-
journment on the fifth, days of October, 1843, The Convention
was organized by the choice of Bro. Thomas 5. Bowles, of Bath,
as President, and Bros. Thomas Todd, of Portland, and Arthur
McArthur, of Limington, as Secretaries,

Bro. Stephen Swett was chosen Door Keeper.

The throne of grace was then addressed by Rev. Bro. Wiley,
of Portland.

A Committee was appointed to ascertain the names and
qualifications of the members present, who reported the following
names:

Aubwrn—William Bickford.

Augusta—John H. Ingraham,

Anson—William Haskell,

Bath—Thomas 8. Bowles,

Bangor—Francis Shepherd.

Brunswick—John C. Humphreys, Jeremiah O'Brien, William L Morse,
Abner B. Thompson, Charles J. Noyes, George Earle, Robert Bowker.

Bridyton—Ebenezer Kilborn, James Flint, Moody F. Walker.

Cape Elizabeth—John Fickett.

Casco—Elliot Staples.

Cumberland—Joseph Sturdivant, Joseph Smith.

Freedom—Joseph Hockey,

Guardiner—Charles Herrick.
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Gorham—Willinm Barton.

Knor—Seth Webb.

Lee—William Randail.

Limington—Arthur McArthur.

Litchfield—Joseph Williams.

New Glowcester—Charles Megquier, Peletinh Lyon.

LPortland—Samuel Chase, Alexander H. Putney, Ephraim Wiley, Thomas
Todd, Lemuel Gooding, Benjamin C. Fernald, Caleb Chase, Charles Fobes
Samuel Waterhouse, Seth Bird, Edward Waite, Rufus Beals, Hosea Harford,
Thomas Bolton, Thomas B. Parsons, Albert Winslow, Charles Fox, David
Robinson, Stephen Swett, James MeArthur, Henry 1. Boody, George Bradford,
William F. Saftord, Daniel Hood, David Jones, Samuel Hazelton, John B.
Hudson, Jsaae Ingersoll, Elias M. Plimpton, Nelson Racklyft, Cornelius
Maloney, Steplen C. Munsey, William I, Davis, Moses E. Perry, John
Hamilton, John Purinton, Jonathan Swett, Anthony Knapp, William Allen,
Juseph M. Gerrish, Joshug Dunn, John Woodbury, T. D. Soule, Isaac Davis,
Arthur Shirley.

Ltumfird—Ilezekiah Hutchins, Jr., Joseph . Wurdwull.'

Thomuston—Ydward C. Tilson.

Waldoborough—Thomas Simmons, Jacob Ludwig.

Westbrook—Silas Broad, Dexter Brewer.

On motion,

Voted, That Bros. Abner B. Thompson, of Brunswick, Alexander H. Putney,
Charles Fox and Elias M. Plimpton, of Portland, Thomas Simmons, of
Waldoborough, John C. Humphreys, of Brunswick, Moody . Walker, of
Bridgton, and Hezekiah Hutchins, Jr., of Rumford, be a Committee to report
what business mny properly come before this Convention.

Which Committee made the following
REPORT.

The Committee appointed to report on business for this Convention have
attended to the duty assigned them, and ask leave to report—

1st. That a Committee be raised to report, as far as may be practicable,
upon the state of Masonry in the State of Maine.

2d. That a Committee be raised to address all the lodges in this State, upon
the subject of Masonry geherally, and recommend that all the Masonic bodies
be represented in the Grand Lodge of Maine, at the next Annual Communi
cation of that body.

8d.  That the sense of this Convention be taken upon the expediency of
requesting the Grand Lodge to employ one or more Grand Lecturers to visit
the different lodges in this State, in order to impart instruction and produce
uniformity in the work.
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4th. Your Committee recommend the appointment of a State Committee
by this Convention, for the purpose of obtaining facts interesting to the insti-
tution of Ifree Masoury, from different scctions of these United States, the
British Dominions, West India Islands, and generally throughout the world.
They would suggest that much valuable information may be obtained through
that portion of the brethren who visit foreign countries in the merchant service
—who are generally warm and aetive friends of the Masoni¢ institution.

S5th. We would recommend the adoption of some plan whereby the lodges
in thiz State may become more conversant with each other. A well digested
plan of correspondence, connected with o general representation in the Grand
Lodge of this State, might eflect muny valuable and useful purposcs.

tth. The Committee also recommend that the Convention consider and de-
cide upon the propriety of a grand celebration of the nativity of St. John the
Baptist, on the 24th of June, 1844, ;

Tth. Also, that this Convention consider the expediency of reducing the
fees for the several degrees of Masonry, and if they should think proper, to
adopt such proceedings as shall tend to carry into effect their wishes,

All of whiclh is re:spect.fully submitted.

The report was unanimously aceepted, and a vote was passed
to take it up by sections,

1. The following brethren were appointed the Committee
under the first section:  Charles Fox, of Portland, Francis Shep-
herd, of Bangor, and John M, Ingraliam, of Augusta.

2, Under the second section, it was voted to raise one from

each lodge represented in the Convention, and the following

brethren were appointed : .

Portland—Caleb Chase, Dan’l Winslow, * Union—John W. Lindlay.

Brunswick—Henry 1. Boody. Castine—Iezekiah Williams.
New Glowcester—Chas, Megquier, Bucksport—John W. Sherwood.
Freeport—Asa Bailey. Fastport—Samuel Rice.
Gorhwn—Charles Hunt. Bungor—Francis Shepherd,
Fryeburg—James Osgood. Piscataquis—David Shepherd.
Bridgton—Edward Carlton. Suco—John Spring.
Dizjicld—John M. Lustis. Kennebunk—Samuel Mendum.
Hallowell—Amos Nourse, Limington—Arthur MeArthur.
Anson—William Haskell. Parsonsfield—Tobins Ricker.

Gardiner—Benj. Shaw, Elisha J. Ford. Heliis—Samuel Bradley.
Augusta—John M. Ingraham, Benjamin  Oxfird—Jacob Tukesbury.

Davis. South Berwick—Chas. N. Cogswell.
Litchfield—John Dennis. Sanford—John T. Paine.
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Clina—Alfred Marshall. Partland—James MeArthur,
Freedom—Joseph Hockey. Lubee—Jabez Mowry.
Wiscasset—Eben Hilton. Rumford—Joseph H. Wardwell,
Thomaston—Edward C. Tilson. Nurridgewoek—Samuel Philbrick.

Waldoborough—Isnac G. Reed.

3. Voted, As the sense of this Convention, that the Grand Lodge be re-
quested to employ one Grand Lecturer, as contemplated in the third section.

4 and 5. The fourth and fifth sections were recommitted to
the Committee that made the report, who submitted the follow-
ing additional seetions, which were adopted :

The Committee recommend to the Convention, the appointment of a Com-
mitiee to bring the subjects contemplated by the fourth and fifth sections, to
the notice of the Gramd Lodge, at its next communieation, with power to
carry the objects of said articles into effeet, as far as practicable, should the
Grand Lodge decline taking action in the premises.

They also recommend, that, in case the Convention vote to observe the
next anniversary of St. John, by a public address and celebration, said Com-
mittee notify the Grand Lodge of the same, and respectfully invite their
co-operation.

The following brethren were appointed the Committee under
these two sections, viz.: Abner B, Thompson, Franeis Shepherd,
Moody F. Walker, Alex. H. Putney, John T. Paine, Jas:eph
Hockey, and Joseph I Wardwell.

6.  Voted, unanimously, to have a grand celebration of the nativity of Bt.
John the Baptist, at Portland, on the 24th of June, 1844, and that the Com-
mittee who called this Convention, together with the first three officers “of the
United Lodge of Brunswick, be the Committee of Arrangements, and that the
Committee be anthorized to add to their number, should they deem it
expedient.

(=

7. Under this scetion, on motion of Bro. MeArthur, of
Limington,

Voted, That a Committee be chosen to attend the next Annual Communi-
cation of the Grand Lodge, to suggest to that body the propriety of taking into
consideration the expediency of changing the By-Laws of the Grand Lodge,
in relation to the fees of admission, and that the same for making, erafting and
raising, may be reduced to the sum of jifleen dollars.

And Brothers Thomas 8. Bowles, Arthur MeArthur, Ephraim
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Wiley, John C. Humphreys, and Joseph Hockey, were appointed
that Committee.

On motion of Bro, Hockey, of Freedom,

Voted, That the proceedings of this Convention be signed by the President
and Secretaries, and that the Committee who called this Convention, be a
Committee to publish the same, and furnish a copy to each of the members of
this Convention, the several lodges known to be in existence in New England,
and also to the officers of the Grand Lodges of this State, and of New England.

Voted, That the Committee who called this Convention, be empowered to
call another whenever they shall deem it expedient.

The following brethren were appointed a Committee to procure
an Orator for the 24th June next:—Gen. Samuel Fessenden, of
Portland, Henry H. Boody, of Brunswick, Arthur McArthur, of
Limington, Joseph Hockey, of Freedom, Amos Nourse, of al-
lowell, Gorham Parks, of Bangor, and Ichabod Chadbourne, of
Eastport.

Voted, That Bros. Charles Fox and Henry II. Boody, of Portland, and John

C. Humphreys, of Brunswick, be a Committee to recommend to the Grand
Chapter a reduction of the fees of Royal Arch Chapter Masonry.

Voted, That the thanks of this Convention be tendered to the Brethren of
the Portland and Ancient Land-Mark Lodges, for their kindness in providing
them with acéommodations,

Vated, That this Convention adjourn sine die.

THOMAS 8. BOWLES, President.

THOMAS TODD, Secretaries.
ARTHUR MCARTHUR,
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ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.
184.4. )

The Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine
was holden at Concert Hall, Augusta, on the 18th day of January,
A, D. 1844,

Presext—M. W. THOMAS W. SMITH,
R. W. A. R. NICHOLS,

Grand Master.
D. G. Master.

M. W.

R. W.

A, H. PUTNEY,

A. B. THOMPSON,
P. C. JOHNSON,
BENJAMIN DAVIS,
JOHN DORR,

NATHANIEL STEVENS,

JERE. HASKELL,

FREDERICK WINGATE,

MOSES SAFFORD, Jx.,

DANIEL CARLETON, Jr.,

JONATIIAN SMITH,
J. H. INGRAHAM,
MOSES STONE,
JAMES SAFFORD,

CORNELIUS HOLLAND,

BENJAMIN SWAN,
CHARLES FOX,.
REUEL WASHBURN,
STEPHEN LORD,

J. L. CHILD,

S. G. Warden, p. (.
J. G. Warden, p. t.
Rec. G. Secretary.
Grand Treasurer.
S. G. Deacon.

J. G. Deacon, p. t.
Grand Steward.

i €@

“ @

G. Sword Bearer.
Grand Pursuivant,
Grand Chaplain.
i “"
Grand Tyler.
D. D. G. Master.
o 1

Past Grand Officer.

i i

L €

i i
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Lodges represented :

1. Pomrraxp,by Samuel Chase, M. ; Rufus Beals, 8. W.; James MeArthur,
J. WL
8. Usitep, by James L. Peabody, M.; A. B. Thompson, S. W.; Moses
Titeomb, J. W.
. Saco, by William IL Marks, Proxy.
12, Cumperrasp, by N. L. Ingersoll, Proxy.
18. Omiesrar, by George W. Cuslinan, M.; Austin 8. Frisbee, 8. W.
15. Omniext, by Joseph W. Berry, J. W,
16. 8. Georce, by John Miller, Proxy.
17. Axciest Layp-Mark, by David Robinzon, M. ; Daniel Winslow, 8. W.;
" Stephen C. Munsey, J. W.
21. ORIESTAL Sr:n. by Moses Stone, Proxy.
23. FreerorT, by A. R. Kendall, M. ; Joseph Dennison, 8. W.; Asa Bailey,
J.W.
27, Apoxmray, by H. . Boody, Proxy.
36, Bernueues, by J. R. Abbot, M. ; Lory Bacon, 8. W.; Chas. Keene,J, W.
88, Hamyoxy, by Daniel C. Emery, 8. W.; Charles Hunt, J. W,
Larayerrs, by Edward Fuller, M.; David Smith, Proxy.
Kixa Hiram, by John G. Barnard, M.
Usrtry, by Daniel Weed, M. ; P. G, JJackson, 8. W.; Jozeph Hockey, J. W.
. Kesxepec,® by Nathaniel Stevens, 8. W.
53, Rumar,® by Daniel Ormsby, M.
14. BSorar* by Thomas S. Bowles, M.; L. P. Lemont, 8. W.; Joln Elliot,
J.W.

~BEE

VISITING BRETHREN.

William Kimball, of Portland; Alvah Josselyn, Elisha Hallett, Jr., Jacoh
II. Arnold, Joseph Young, John A, Pettingill, William ITunt, of Augusta;
Willis W. Stewart, of Hollis; Jonathan Swift, of Norway ; Solomon Metealf,
of Litchfield; Matthew Hastings, of Calais; Jonathan Young, of Bangor;
Davis Hateh, of Bath; Leverett Lord, Stephen Lord, of Hallowell; Ephraim
Brown, George Williston, of Brunswick.

The Grand Lodge was ealled to order by the M. W. Grand
Master, which, after a prayer by the Rev. J. H. Ingraham, Senior

Grand Chaplain, was opened in due form, omitting the usual
ceremonies,

*The two first of thaese lodgos had surrendered their ehartere—the flest in 1832, the
second in 1836, The charter of the latter was recalled by the Grand Lodge in 1837, for a
violation of the By-Laws. But, being represented on the present oceasion, each repre-
gentative, or delegate, by permission of the Grand Lodge, was allowed to vote,
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On motion, the®juestion was taken upon the admission of R.
W. Dayid Smith, as proxy of Lafayette Lodge, which, after
congiderable discussion, was decided in the negative—there being
26 in favor, and 26 against the admission.

Whereupon, Rev. Bro. J. H. Ingraham, by permission of the
M.W. Grand Master, read a portion of the records of the Grand
Lodge, from which it appeared that the practice of admitting a
proxy, where a lodge was not fully represented by its oflicers,
was early adopted and frequently practiced by this Grand Lodge
—and thereupon, on motion of Bro, Joseph IHockey, the vote
whereby the proxy of Bro. Smith was rejeeted, was reconsidered
—when it was

Voted, That Bro. Smith be admitted as proxy of said Lafayette Lodge,
and that Lie be entitled to vote in the proceedings of this Grand Lodge.

The Committee on*Finance presented the following

REPORT.

The Committee on Finrm(_'e, having examined the Treasurer's account,
report, that they find the same correctly cast and properly vouched.
The amount of his receipts for the past year appears to be  $011.94

The amount of his disbursements is 846.08
leaving in his hiands a balance of 5565.86
Of the receipts, the smm of four hundred and fifteen dollars is

capital stock from the Bank of Portland, 415.00

which dedueted from the balance, $565.86, in his hands, will

leave the sum of 8150.86
to be distributed for charitable purposes—to which, if we add
the sum of two hundred dollars, 200.00

. —
which by an amendment of the by-laws, may be taken from

the permanent fund, there will be the sum of F160.86
to be thus distributed.

The Committee are dezired by the Treasurer to state, that of the amount
distributed last year, the sum of eiglity dollars was from money received from
the capital stock, or permanent fund, instead of dividends, or interest, as
supposed by the Treasurer, when received. This makes no difference, how-
ever, us to the aggregale amount in the hands of the Treasurer, but only
lessens the amount of capital stock, so much as the sum of eighty dollars.
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At the same time the Trustees of the Charity Fund h# the right to increase
this amount to the sum of two hundred dollars.

Which is respectfully submitted,

A. R. NICHOLS,
FREDERICK WINGATE, » Commiltee.
January 18, 1844. BENJAMIN SWAN,

This report, on being read, was accepted,

TREASURER'S ACCOUNT.

Charity Fund of the Grand Lodge of Maine,
in account with Bexgaymy Davis, Treasurer.

1843. Dr.
To donations paid sundry persons, by vote of Trustees, $289.00
To paid postage bills, 4.08
To paid N. Hutchins for use of hall, 5.00
To paid William R, Smith & Co.’s bill for printing, .75
To paid Severance & Dorr’s bill for printing, 17.256
To balance to new account, 1844, ) bHOH.BG
§911.94
1843, Or.
By balance of account of 1842, brought forward, £280.44
By amount refunded, charged to widow Benjamin, 5.00
By two dividends on b shares in Freeman's Bank, Augusta, 27.50
By dividend on shares in Caseo Bank, No. 33, 20.00
«“ " “ i“ o Ba. 20.00
=g . = Canal Bank, w21, 40,00
13 113 [ I W 28’ 4000
« “ o n « 20, 40.00
i & (L Bank of Portland, “ 40, 15.00
o3 “  on ecapital stock of i « 1, 28000
[ i W (3 " W 2' so'w
i “  on trust fund of “ “ 3 20000
i L i [ " “ 4. 20.00
i i o o " o« 5' 15.00
$011.94

R. W. James L. Child, Charles Fox and J. R. Abbot, were
+  chosen a Committee on Foreign Correspondence.

Voted, That we now proceed to the choice of Grand officers for the ensuing
year.
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Whereupon, Brok. A. R. Nichols and Jonathan Smith, were
appointed a Committee to receive, sort and count the votes, who
reported the election of

M. W. THOMAS W. SMITH, of Augusta, Grand Master.

K. W. JOHN T. PAINE, of Sanford, Senior Grand Warden.
- ALEXANDER H. PUTNEY, of Portland, J. G. Warden.
& HENRY H. BOODY, of Portland, Grand Treasurer.
“  PHILIP C. JOHNSON, of Augusta, Rec. Grand Secretary.

Bros. Charles Fox, J. M. Gerrish and Daniel Winslow, were
chosen a Committee on Finance.

Bros. A. B. Thompson, Reuel Washburn, James L. Child,
Edward Fuller and Amos Nourse, were chosen Trustees of the
Charity Fund.

R.W. A. II. Putney, of Portland, submitted the following
resolve as an amendment of the By-Laws:

Resolved, That the 3d Section of Chapter I of the By-Laws of this Grand
Lodge be altered, by striking out the *Third Thursday in January,” and
inserting ““the 23d of June, except when that day comes on the Sabbaih, in which
case the Annual Meeting shall be held on the 24th of June”  Also, to alter Section 4,
Chapter 11, to the same effect.

And the same was referred to a Committee, consisting of Bros.
A. B. Thompson, John Dorr and A, H. Putney.

The Committee to whom was referred the subject of amending
the 3d Section of Chapter I, and the 3d Section of Chapter V
of the By-Laws of the Grand Lodge, at the last Annual Com-
munication, submitted the following

REPORT.

To the Most Worshipfid Grand Master,
Officers and Members of the Grand Lodge of Maine.

The Committee to whom was referred, at our last Annual Communication,
the propesition to amend the 3d Section of Chapter I and the 3d Section of
Chapter V of the By-Laws of the Grand Lodge, by striking out “ Augusta,”
wherever the word occurs, and inserting in lieu thereof the word * Portland,”
s0 that lereafter the regular meetings of the Grand Lodge, and of the Trustees
of the Charity Fund, shall be held in Portland aforesaid, have given some
attention to the duty assigned them, and ask leave to report : That the informa-
tion obtained from the inquiries they have made, shows most clearly that
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there is a division among the brethren and subordinat® lodges on this subjeet
Some entertain an opinion, very unjustly as your Committee believe, that the
decline in Masonry, since 1832, is to be attributed in & great measure to the
removal of the Grand Lodge from Portland to Augusta, at that time, But, as
we npprehend, there are olher causes, well known to the fraternity (but which
need not to be particularized or discussed in this place), of sufficient magnitude
to have produced the lamentable state of things, touching the prosperity and
usefulness of this eminent and honorable institution, and which we all have
witnessed in sorrow. Ilow else can we account for the same deelension in
Massachusetts, New Iampshive, Vermont, and many other States in this
Union, where there has been no removal of their Grand Lodges from one place
to another* By common consent, and it is believed without opposition from
any quarter, the Grand Lodge was removed to Augusta, in 1832, It was then
believed that the subordinate lodges would be better aceommodated, and the
best interest of Masonry subserved, by loeating and establishing the Grand
Lodge at the Seat of Governmnent, in a central part of the State.

The Grand Lodge was then, as it is now, composed of its régnlar officers,
and certain past officers, and the Master and Wardens of subordinate lodges ;
the subordinate lodges being entitled to representation in the meetings of the
Grand Lodge by proxy, when their Master and Wardens were not present.
It seemed apparent to the most superficial observer, that the Master and
Wiridens of subordinate lodges could attend more conveniently, and with less
travel and expense, at Auwgusta than at Portland, and that they would be
much more likely to attend at Augusta, so long as the seat of government
should remain there, because there would always be attractions ut the seat of
government, especially when the Legislature was in session, which ¢ould not
be found elsewhere.  And whenever it should not e convenient for the
Master and Wardens of the subordinate lodges to attend, it would be an easy
matter to find some brother well acquainted with their views and intervests,
who, upon being appointed proxy, would cheerfully and freely, and without
inconvenience, vepresent them in the Grand Lodge, whereby a more full and
general representation of all the interests of masonry, and from all sections
of the State, would be secured, which was regarded as an object of vital
importance.

In the opinion of your committee, the same reasons which operated to
induce the Grand Lodge, at their annual mEel.i.ng in 1831, with so much
unanimity, to amend their By-Laws so that its future meetings should be held
at Augnsta, should now operate with equal foree against the adoption of the
proposition now under consideration,

Your committee therefore recommend that no further action he taken upon
this subject at the present time. This report has the concurrence of a
majority of the committee, Bro. Paine dissenting.

REUEL WASHBURN, prr order,
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The foregoing %port having been read, the question was
taken npon its acceptance, which, after considerable discussion,
was decided in the negative—25 voting in favor, and 28 against
its aceeptance.  'Wherenpon it was

Vated, 'That the proposition to strike out the word “ Augusta,” inthe 8d

Seetion of Chapter I, and the 3d Section of Chapter V of the By-Laws, and
inserting in lieu thereof the word Puwtland, be adopted.

Voted, That when this Grand Lodge ndjourn, it adjourn to meet at Portland,
on the 24th of June next, at 8 o'clock A, .

Vated, That M. W. Thomas W. Smith and A, B. Thompson, and R, W.
DBenjamin Davis, be authorized to invest any moneys in the hands of the
Grand Treasurer, belonging to the permanent fund, in such stock as in their
judgment shall be most safe and productive.

A memorial from Thomas 8, Bowles and twenty-two others, of
Batl, praying for the re-organization of Solar Lodge, at that place,
whose charter hiad been reealled by the Grand Lodge—and stating
that in 1835 the members of said lodge “ voted to adopt measures
for its immediate dissolution—sold all their jewels and other
Masonic property—divided the funds among the remaining mem-
bers—gave up their hall, and have not met sinee "—was read,
which memorial, together with a statement of Bro. Matthew
Hastings, of Calais, representing the wishes of the members of
the St. Croix Lodge, whose charter, records, regalia and other
property, have been destroyed by fire; as also a communication
of R.W. Jere. Fowler, District Deputy Grand Master of the
Sixth Masonie District, upon the same subjeet, as desiving to be
reinstated with a new charter—were severally referred to Bros,
J. L. Child, Charles Fox and J. C. Humphlreys, who reported
that a dispensution be granted to the memorialists of Bath, to the
members of the St. Croix Lodge, at Calais, and also to all others
whose charters have been surrendered to the Grand Lodge, and
who are desivous of being re-organized, with authority to work
until the next regular communieation ; which report, on motion,
was aceepted.  Whereupon it was

Voted, That all applications for new charters be committed to the foregoing
Committee, with instructions to report at the next communication,

On motion of Bro. A. B. Thompson,
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Voted, That a Committee be appointed, for the pu.l%am of obtaining facts
interesting to the institution of Free Masonry, from different sections of the
United States, the British Dominions, West Indin Islands, and generally
throughout the world.

Whereupon, M. W. Samuel Fessenden, of Portland, R. W. JI.
H. Ingraham, of Augusta, and R. W, Joseph Hockey, of Freedom.
were appointed said Committee,

On motion of Bro. A. B. Thompson,

Voted, That a Committee be appointed to report to the Gramd Lodge
measures to be adopted, whereby the lodges in this jurisdiction may become
more conversunt with each other, through a well digested plan of correspond-
ence, connected with a general representation in the Grand Lodge at its stated
communications.

Whereupon, Bros. J. M. Gerrish, Eleazer Wyer and A. II,
Putney, were appointed said Committee,

Vuted, That the nforesaid Committee, last appointed, be instructed to take
into consideration the subject of employing a Grand Leeturer, and, if thought
expedient to employ a person in that service, to report the name of some
suitable person, and the sum to be allowed as an equivalent for his seryices.

A proposition was submitted by R.W. J. L. Child, so to alter
the Sth Section of Chapter IV of the By-Laws of this Grand
Lodge, that the fees for conferring the first three degrees of
Masonry shall not exceed fifteen dollars.  'Whereupon it was

Vaoted, That the aforesaid proposition be submitted to the last named Com-

mittee, who have under consideration the subject of employing a Grand
Lecturer, with instructions to report at the next communication,

Vated, 'That the Grand Secretary be directed to procure a suitable number
of diplomas, to be furnished to the subordinate lodges, for the use of such
members as are entitled to them by the By-Laws of this Grand Lodge. Also
to procure the printing of a suitable number of the By-Laws, and to distribute
one copy to each of the officers of the Grand Lodge, and one copy to ench of
the subordinate lodges under the jurisdiction of this Grand Lodge.

The annual returns from Portland, Oriental, Penobscot, Ancient
Lanud-Mark, Orient, Unity, Washington and Bethlehem Lodges,
were received, and placed on file.

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence submitted the
following
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REPORT.

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence have examined communications
from the Grand Lodges of Iilinois, Virginin, Missouri, Alabama, North
Carolina, Mississippi, Arkansas, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Maryland, New
Humpshire, Kentucky, Indiana, Tennessee, New York and Texas, for the years
1841 and 1843, and the Grand R. A. Chafters of Virginin, Alabama and
Tennessee. They have also received circulars of recent date, signed by
Charles W. Moore, of Massachusetts, and John Dove, of Virginia, in relation
to a book prepared by the former, ealled ** 'The Trestle Board,” and the doings
of several of the Grand Lodges thercon ; but as your Committee have never
seen the book, they are unable to form an opinion as to its merits. A hook
entitled “ A reprint of Masouic Papers,” originally printed at Madras, East
Indies, received through the Grand Master of the District of Columbia, has
heen examined by your Committee with much interest, and is worthy the
careful perusal of all Masons who are in pursuit of “more light.”

The correspondence received since the last Annual Cominunication, affords
the most plenary, as well as the most gratifying evidence, that Masonry is
rupidly reviving in all parts of the United States. Such is undoubtedly the
fact in our own State. It is now especially necessary, now that applications
for admission are being made, that our sacred portal be barred against the
unworthy—against all whose moral sense, sympathetic feelings and intellectual
endowments do not qualify them for the sublime enjoyments and active duties
of the conscientious Mason. * Frec Masonry,” as a system, evidently embraces,
in body and substance, the whole duty of man as a moral being; comprising
a summary of prineiples conformable to the very nature and fitness of things,
Here is presented that variety and richness of scenery which charms the
understanding ; that beauty, sublimity and grandeur of objects which fill the
contemplative mind with admiring views. Iere we discover the wisdom of
God in the symmetry of nature, and the finger of Providence in the govern-
ment of the world. The great outlines in the history of ereation are also
unfolded ; the primitive innocence of man, the fall, and consequent scenes of
natural and moral evil.  In a word, the history of nature and grace is most
beautiful prefigured in a living display of Masonic symbols. Here we view
the coincidence of principle and design, between the Christian scheme and
speculative Free Masonry, with that pleasing admiration which satisfies inquiry,
and clearly proves our system based on the Rock of Eternal Ages, As the
gnlject continues to open, the mind is presented with an endless variety of
sublime contemplations, Such are the deep mysteries of the Divine Word, in
whom all the fullness of the Godhead dwells bodily ; such the terrible majesty
of Iim that rideth upon the heavens by his name J A I—who plants his
footsteps in the sea, and manages the storms; such the boundless display of
the unscarchable riches of Divine DBenevolence; such the Grand Council of
Eternity, which devised and executed that great plan of man’s redemption.
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The mind is thereby presented with the co-equal and co-eternal existence of
the aderable Tersons in the Saered Trinity. The allusions are direct, and
meet the understanding in convineing light. Here we view the numerpus
allusions to that essential Divinity, which foiled the powers of darkness, and
brought salvation to the world. Here we are taught in meekness to reverence
the name of Jenovan, and dwell on the infinitude of his perfections—the
eternity of his nature—the wisdom, and goodness, and merey, and justice, of the
great Gop, as displayed in the moral world, and his controlling, governing
power in the natural; all the combined and unspeakable excellencies of the
Omnipotent Creator; Time, with all its interesting relations—Eternity, with
its everlasting consequences; this world as a dreary wilderness—Henven as
the paradise of God; natural existence, interwoven with pains, and sorrows
and death ; a happy immortality ; endless fruition in the regions of bliss; Vice,
with her seorpions to the naked conscience— Virtue, with her sceptre of peace,
and her crown of rejoicing. Here, in short, is a vast plenitude of moral and
religious instructions—full of interest as the nature of immortality, solemn
and momentous as everlasting consequences. Who can unfold the mysteries
of' this institution, or explore the utmost boundaries of the Masonic system ?
 What beaving bosom breathes not forth one ardent sigh,
To grasp th' immortal prize, and trinmph in the joy? ™

If sueh be Iree Masgonry, who among its votaries will be lukewarm—neither
hot or cold—ani thus deprive himself of its high enjoyments, its blessed hopes,
and the worlldl of his beneficent labors? Brethren, let us all work while the
day of lite lasts, for the night of death is at hand, when our labors shall cease
forever.

Your Committee would recommend an interchange of civilities with all
Masonic bodies with whom we are in correspondence.

JAMES L. CHILD, pér order.

The following appointments were made by the M, W. Grand
Master:

R.W. JAMES L. CHILD, of Angusta, Deputy Grand Master.
Y FELISHOA HALLETT, of Augusta, Cor. Grand Secretary.
“  JOHN C. HUMPHREYS, of Brunswick, Grand Marshal.
% MOSES STONE, of Jay, Grand Chaplain.
“ 1 H. BOODY, of Branswick, & ¢
“  JOHN DORR, of Augusta, S. G. Deacon.
“  JACOB H. ARNOLD, of Augusta, J. G. Deacon.

' EBEN FULLER, of Augusta, Grand Steward,
“  JERE. HASKELL, of Portland, e "

“  FREDERICK WINGATE, of Angusta, "
“  MOSES SAFFORD, Ju, of Augusta, « «
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R. W. DANIEL CARLTON, Jr., of Alna, G. Sword Bearer.
“  BENJAMIN DAVIS, of Augusta, Grand Pursuivant.
@ JONATHAN SMITH, of Westbrook, i "
“ JAMES SAFFORD, of Augusta, Grand Tyler.

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

First Distriet—R. W. Eleazer Wyer, of Portland.
Second District—R. W. Cornelius Holland, of Canton.
Third District—1R. W, Benjamin Swan, of Augusta.
Fourth Distriet—1. W. Amos IT. Hodgman, of Warren.
Fifth District—1I. W, Joseph Hockey, of Freedom.
Sirth District—R.W. Jereminh Fowler, of Lubec.
Seventh District—I. W. Simon Foss, of Dexter.

Eighth District—1t. W. Elisha Bodwell, of Shapleigh,

Communications were reccived from Dros. Eleazer Wyer, Jere-
miah Fowler and David Shepherd, Distriet Deputy Grand Masters
of the I'irst, Sixth and Seventh Masonie Districts, as also from
brethren of several lodges from different seetions of the State, not
represented on the present ocecasion, which, though laid before
the meeting, in consequence of other business were not read, and
consequently not acted upon. It may be proper, therefore, for
me to state, that the information contaivedsin the communications
alluded to, as well as in the annual returns, is all of a nature
encouraging the belief that the prejudices which have so long
operated to weigh down and paralyze the healthful influences of
our benevolent institution, are fast being dissipated before the
genial light of reflecting minds, and the hope that ere long the
sound of the gavel may echo the joyful tidings from east to west,
and the labors of our masonie edifice have been resumed, and
that the work already commenced in many of our lodges will
continue 1o progress, until the streams of happiness, once gushing
forth freely from the innumerable fountains of our beloved insti-
tution, but so long since rendered dry, shall again break out to,
moisten and fertilize the lund, and to gladden the heart of every
disconsolate widow and orphan,

Voted, To adjourn.
The Grand Lodge was then elosed in due form.

Attest, PHILIP C. JOIINSON, Ree. @. Secretary.
2:'2
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The following brethren compose the Board of Trustees of the
Charity Fund, viz:

M. W. Thomas W. Smith, Grand Master,
R. W. James L. Child, Deputy Grand Master,

“
. ]

Lis

J. T. Paine, Senior Grand Warden,

A. H. Putney, Junior Grand Warden,

P. C. Johnson, Recording Grand Secretary,
A. B. Thompson.

R. Washburn.

James L. Child.

Amos Nourse.

Edward Fuller.

John C. Humphreys.

ex officio.

w“
13
“



1844.] Grand Lodge of Maine. 339

SPECIAL COMMUNICATION.
APRIL 17, 1844,

At a special meeting of the Grand Lodge, at the Augnsta ITonse
Hall, pursnant to an order of the M. W. Grand Master, for the
purpoge of bestowing the customary funeral obsequies in masonie
order, at the interment of our late Brother JErEyMian HaskELr,
who died at the Augusta Iouse on the 14th instant:

Presext—M. W. THOMAS W, SMITH, Grand Master.
R. W. JAMES L. CHILD, Deputy Grand Master.

“  JOSEPH G. LADD,

i

BENJAMIN SWAN,
PHILIP C. JOHNSON,
ELISHA HALLETT,
BENJAMIN DAVIS,
JOHN DORR,

J. H. ARNOLD,
EBEN FULLER,

FREDERICK WINGATE,

JOHN D. LORD,
JOHN H. INGRAHAM,
1. BACHELDER,
JAMES SAFFORD,

§. G. Warden, p. t.
J. G. Warden, p. t.
Ree. G. Secretary.
Cor. Grand Secretary.
(. Treasurer.
8. G. Deacon,
J. G. Deacon.
Grand Steward.

“ g
Grand I’ursu:ivant, pt
Grand Chaplain.
Grand Marshal, p. t.
Grand Tyler.

The Grand Lodge being called to order by the M. W. Grand
Master, was opened in ample form.
After an appropriate and impressive prayer by the Grand

Chaplain, a procession was formed, and marched to the State
Cemetery, in front of the Capitol, where the body was deposited
with the usual eeremonies; after which, the procession returned
to the Hall, where the Grand Lodge was closed.

Attest, PHILIP C. JOHNSON, Ree. &. Secretary.




340 Proceedings of the [June,

ADJOURNED COMMUNICATION,
1844,

The adjourned Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of
Maine, was holden at Masonic Hall, in Portland, on the 24th day of
June, A. L. 5844,

R. W. Eleazer Wyer, D. D. G. Master, called the Grand Lodge
to order, when, in the absence of many of the Grand Officers, it
was temporarily organized as follows:

R. W. ALEX. H. PUTNEY, Grand Master, p. t.
W. SAMUEL CHASE, 8. G. Warden, p. 1.
“  DAVID ROBINSON, J. G. Warden, p. i
*  HENRY I. BOODY, Grand Treasurer.
# CALEB CHASE, Grand Secretary, p. &
“  JONATHAN SMITH, 8. G. Deacon, p. t.
¢ THOMAS 8. BOWLES, J. G. Deacon, p. L.
“ JOHN PURINTON, S. G. Steward, p. t.
¢ DANIEL WINSLOW, J. G. Steward, p. t.
“  BTEPHEN SWETT, Grand Tyler, p. t.
Lodges represented :
Porrraxp, No. 1, by Samuel Chase, Master.
Axciext Layp-Marg, No. 17, b David Robinson, Master.
D. Winslow, S. Warden.
Sorar, No. 14, by Thomas S. Bowles, Master.
Levi P. Lemont, I'roxy.
Berureuey, No. 35, by Lory Bacon, 8. Warden.

Several visiting brethren were present.

A Committee was raised to report on the business necessary to
come before the Grand Lodge at its present communication, econ-
sisting of Bros. Bowles, Bacon and Purinton.
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The subject of the alteration of the By-Laws, touching fees,
was referred to the same Committee. The same Committee were
also instructed to take into consideration the expediency of
paying from the fands of the Grand Lodge, the expense of printing
and circulating the document ecalling the State Convention, held
in Portland, in October last.

Adjourned to 3 o'clock ». an

ArreryooN.—Met according to adjournment, and organized as
follows:

R. W. JAMES L. CHILD, Dep. Grand Master.

«  ALEX. H. PUTNEY, S. G. Warden, p. t.
* SAMUEL CHASE, J. G. Warden, p. t.
W. HENRY H.BOODY, Grand Treasurer.

“ CALEB CHASE, Grand Secretary, p. .
“  THOMAS 8. BOWLES, S. . Deacon, p. t.

“  DAVID ROBINSON, J. G. Deacon, p. t.

“  JOHN PURINTON, 8. G. Steward, p. t.

“  LORY BACON, J. G. Steward, p. t.

«  STEPHEN SWETT, Grand Tyler, p. t.

VISITING BRETHREN.

W.C. Gayton Pickman, M. of St. John’s Lodge, Boston; R. W. John H.
Sheppard, Past 1L P. of R. A. Chapter; R. W. Asaph R. Nichols, Past D. G.
Master.

Lodges were represented as before, with the following additions:

Mouxt MoRriau, by Dominicus G. Tarbox, Master.

UsitED, i J. C. Humphreys, Master.
Moses Titcomb, J. Warden.

Fregront, by Asa Bafley, Master.

ORIENTAL, “ G. W. Coshiman, Master.
Ebenezer Kilborn, S. W.

S1. Croix, by Lebbeus Bailey, Proxy.

Harmony, o George L. Darling, Proxy.

A great number of visiting brethren were present.
The presiding officer then read the following letter:
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Avcusta, Me., June 22, 1844,
Tothe B W, James L. Child, D. @. M. of the Grand Lodye of Maine :

Deing unable to attend the meeting of the Grand Lodge of the State of
Maine, to be held by adjournment at Portland, on the 24th of June, A. L. 5844,
youare hereby directed to attend said meeting if your convenience will permit,
and preside over the same, and fill all vacancies pro tem. that may be found to
exist, and act as my proxy in receiving the Jewel of the Grand Master at the
Installation of officers, which may be done in private or in public as the Grand
Lodge may at the time deem expedient; and you will also preside over the
Grand Lodge on the day subzequent, at the publie eelebration, in all respects
exercising all the duties which properly devolve on the Grand Master.  Wishing
that the Masonic nssemblage, on that interesting oceasion, may be productive
of great good to the Fraternity, and arouse into vitality those leaven-born
principles which lie at the foundation of our benevolent Order, and that all
the brethren present, as in days of * Auld Lang Syne,” may find it a happy
as well as a profitable one, T am

With fraternal regard,
Your obedient servant,
THOMAS W. SMITII, Grand Muster of Maine.

The Committee appointed in the morning, reported as follows:

PortrLAND, June 24, 1844,
The Committee appointed to report on the expediency of the Grand Lodge
paying the expense of printing and cireulating the documents calling the
Masonie Convention in Portland, &e., report, that the Committee are noani-
mously of opinion that the same shonld be paid from the funds of the Grand
Lodge. The same Committee report that as this is an adjournment of the
Annual Communication, and of course the same at which the proposition to
amend the By-Laws in relation to reduction of fees was made, the subject
must necessarily lie over until the next regular meeting of the Grand Lodge.

JOHN PURINTON, per order.

The report on being read was accepted, and therenpon, on
motion, it was

Toted unanimously, That a sum not exceeding thirty-five dollars be appro-
priated for that purpose, and that the Grand Secretary pay the same,

The Committee on various subjects appointed at the Grand
Communiecation in January last, made the following report :

Ponrrraxn, Masoxic Hacr, June 24, 1344,

To the Most Worshipfil Grand Lodge o Maine,

The Committee to whom was referred the following subjects, viz:

“1st. Of devising measures to be adopted, whereby the lodges under the
Jjurisdiction of this Grand Lodge may become more conversant with each other,
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through a well digested plan of correspondence, connected with a general
representation in the Grand Lodge at its Stated Communications.

“2d. The subject of employing a Grand Lecturer, and if thought expedient
s0 to do, to report the name of a suitable person, and the sum to be allowed
as an equivalent for his services, And

“3d. To consider the proposition of 1. W. J. L. Child, in regard to the
alteration of the Sth Section of Chapter IV of the By-Laws of the Grand
Lodge, so that the fees for conferring the first three Degrees of Masonry shall
not exceed fifteen dollars.”

Have attended to the duty assigned them, and ask leave respectfully to sub-
mit the following, as the result of their deliberations : —

In regard to the first subject named, the Committee recommend, that each
suboglinate Lodge be authorized and requested to appoint some suitable
Brother a Corresponding Secretary, whose special duty shall be to open and
keep up a regular correspondence with the Grand Lodge, and as many of
the subordinate lodges as is practicable; to colleet all the statistics and
information he can in regard to the lodge of which he is a member, also of as
many of the subordinate lodges as he can, and of Masonry generally, and
eommunicate the result to the Corresponding Secretary of the Grand Lodge,
with such notes and comiments as he may think advisable to make for the
benefit of Masonry. And we also recommeni that the Corresponding Grand
Secretary be requested to acknowledge the receipt of all such communications,
and return prompt and suitable answers to the same; and to communicate
freely with all the subordinate lodges; and to collect all such information as
may be considered useful and proper to be embodied in the Annual Report, to
be printed and sent out to all the lodges under this jurisdiction as well as to
other Masonic bodies,

Ani your Committee would also further recommend, that when there are any
lodges in the State that have become inoperative, and have not vitality enough
to resuscitate themselves, that the Corresponding Secretary of the Grand
Lodge, and of the geveral sabordinate lodges, be requested to communicate
with some one or more of thie members of such decayed lodges, and to nse
their influence to arouse them from their lethargy—at any rate to obtain such
information from them in regard to the funds of their lodge, and the state of
their affairs, as that the Grand Lodge may be enabled to take such measures
in reference to them as they in their wisdom may deem right and proper.

In regard to the second subject named, of employing a Grand Lecturer, your
Committee, in view of the present peculiar dilemma, into which almost all the
lodges in the State have been brought by reason of the long suspension of
their Masonie labors, go that they have lost the nse of many of their Masonic
implements, and the regular mode of using them ; and considering as they do
the important necessity of keeping up a uniformity in the mode of work ; and
also the importance of inspiring animation and zeal into the minds of our
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Brethren generally, at this time, have, after mature deliberation, come to the
conclusion, that it is expedient, and we do hereby recommend, that some
discreet Brother of suitable age and experience, well skilled in the Masonic
Art, be appointed and commissioned by the Granid Lodge, as a Grand Lecturer,
whose duty it shall be to communicate to some one ur more of the members
of each and every subordinate lodge under tiis jurisdietion, that shall require
the snme, foll and complete lectures and uniform mode of work in the first
three degrees of Masonry, and as a compensation for his services the Committee
recommend that he be paid his traveling expenses, and at and after the rate of
—— dollars per day, for every day he may be employed : his per diem payment
to be made by each subordinate lodge that needs the services, and his actual
traveling expenses to be paid by the Grand Lodge—recommending, however,
at the same time, that in view of the present state of our finances, inqﬂatry
as to time, and strict economy as to expenses, be observed in the perform-
ance of these services.

In regard to the third subject named, viz.: Altering the By-Laws, your
Committee find, on examining the 8th Section of the 4th Chapter, that it rends
thus : “ The fees demanded by a lodge for conferring the first three degrees in
Masonry, shall not be less than nineteen dollars, including the fee of the
Grand Lodge.” As this is an alteration of one of the permanent regulations
of the Grand Lodge, and cannot be acted upon at the same meeting, and as
the Grand Lodge now assembled, have by their vote decided that this is an
adjourned meeting, your Committee make no report thereon.

All which is respectfully sulimitted,

JOSEPIT M. GERRISH,
ALEX, 1. PUTNEY, Commiltee.

ELEAZER WYER,

Which report on being rvead was aceepted, and thereupon it
was voted as follows:
Vated, That a Grand Lecturer be appointed by the Grand Lodge, who shall

receive pay for his traveling expenses from the funds of the Grand Lodge, and
for his time and services from the lodges where his services shall be requested.

It was then

Voted, That a Committee be raised to designate a Committee to agree with
a Grand Lecturer.

‘Who thereupon reported the names of Bros. Joseph M. Gerrish,
A. 1L Putney, John C. Hamphrey, George L, Darling and Thomas
8, Bowles as said Committee, and they were appointed accordingly.

Voted, That the Grand Lodge cannot constitutionally act at this adjourned
meeting on the subject of the alteration of fees.
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Voted, To hold a Masonic Festival to-morrow, in connection with such
Masonie bodies and brethren as may be pleased to unite with us,

Adjourned to half past seven o'clock this evening.

Evexixa—The Grand Lodge constituted as in the afternoon,
opened and proceeded to husiness.

‘Present as before, and also many additional brethren, among
which were M. W. Charles Fox, Past Grand Master, M. W, Cor-
nelius Holland, D. D, G, Master, M. W, Eleazer Wyer, D. D. G,
DMaster.

So much of the minutes of the 18th January last, as relates to
the election and appointment of the Grand Officers the present
year having been read, the M. W. Charles Fox, Past Grand
Master, proceeded to install in due and ancient form, R. W.
James L. Child, D, G. M., as proxy for M. W. Thomas W. Smith,
Grand Master elect, who then duly installed the other Grand
Officers.

On motion, the Stewards were ordered to procure two dozen
Aprons, and the Grand Treasurer was authorized to pay for the
same.

The M. W. Grand Master was pleased to appoint the W.
Nelson Racklyft, of Portland, Steward, in place of Bro. Jeremiah
Haskell, deceased, and Rev. Ephraim Wiley, of Portland, and
Rev. William A. Drew, of Augusta, Grand Chaplains.

The Grand Lodge then adjourned to meet at this place at eight
o’clock to-morrow morning.
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Turspay Morxsiya, June 25, 5844 —The Grand Lodge met

agreeably to adjournment,

Presext—R. W. JAMES L. CIILD,
CORNELIUS HOLLAND,
JOIIN T. PAINE,
ALEX. H, PUTNEY,
HENRY H. BOODY,

W. CORNELIUS D). MAYNARD,
«  JAMES M, INGRAHAM,

Rev. CYRUS CUMMINGS,
« EPHRAIM WILLY,
«  WILLIAM A. DREW,

R. W. JOHN H. SHEPPARD, Boston,
« ELEAZER WYER,
«  JEREMIAH FOWLER,

W. LORY BACON,

JAMES P. STETSON,
WILLIAM I MORSE,
JOHN €. HUMPHREYS,
JONATHAN SMITH,
SAMUEL 8. WING,
SAMUEL MeLELLAN,
MOSES TITCOMB,
PAUL N. BLOSSOM,
LEVI . LEMONT,
ASA BAILEY,
STEPHEN SWETT,

[June,

Grand Master, p. £

D. G. Master, p. .

8. G. Warden,

J. G. Warden.

Grand Treasurer.
Ree. (. Secretary, p. £
Cor, G, Secretary, p. &
Grand Chaplain.

i [

L "

Grand Orator.
D. D. G. Master.

o [

8. G. Deacon, p. t.

J. G. Deacon, p. t.

G. Sword Bearer, p. (.
Grand Marshal.

D. G. Marshal, p. ¢,

Grand Pursuivant, p. .

o i“ “"

Grand Steward, p.

“"

Grand Tyler, p. t.

Lodges represented as before, with various additions; besides a
very numerous attendance of visiting brethren.

Among the visitors were the W. C. Gayton Pickman, Master
of St. Joln's Lodge, Boston; I W. Bro. George K. Tuelon,
Grand Lecturer and P. G. Secretary of the Grand Lodge of
Texas and P. G. Secretary of Grand R. A, Chapter of Texas;
and a Delegation from the Grand Lodge of Perfection, Portsmouth,
N. II, consisting of Bros. John Christie, A, R. 11, Fernald, J. I1.
Abbott, J. M. Edmonds, J. Knowlton, T\ L. Pickering and .
Barnabee, also M. W. Abner B. Thompson, P. G. Master, and R,
W. A. R. Nichols, Past Deputy Grand Master.
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Notice having been given that the other Masonic bodies who
purposed to unite in the Masonic Festival, were in readiness to
move in procession to the Rev. Dr. Nichols’ Church, for the
purpose of hearing an Oration delivered by R. W. John I.
Sheppard, of Boston, the Grand Lodge was formed under the
direction of the Marshal, and proceeded, accompanied by the
Grand Chapter of Maine, and several subordinate Chapters, Port-
Iand and Ancient Land-Mark Lodges, and a large concourse of
Brethren, through the several principal streets of the City to the
Cliureh, where the following services were performed :

Voluntary. Organ.
Anthem. * Glory be to God on high.'
Prayer by Rev. Cyrus Cummings.
Hymn. “Light and Truth.”

TReading of Seriptures by Rev, William A, Drew,
Ode.  * When darkness veiled the hopes of man.*”

ORATION.
Br R. W. Joux II. Sugrrarp, oF Dosros.

1 could have hardly expected, when, on the 24th of June, thirteen years ngo,
T had the honor of addressing a fraternity in this State, in defence of Masonry,
that I should have lived to see this gladsome day of its prosperity, It was
then a gloomy period. The popular mind, like the trembling bosom of the
ocenn, ever sensitive to the least breath of excitement, was so violently
agitated by the influence of reports, denunciations and suspicions, that the
charities of private life were forgotten, and respect was neither shown to an
ancient and honorable society, nor regard nor tenderness to the virtue, piety
and feelings of any of the DBrotherhood. In this earthquake of the passions
—this unnatural convalsion of public opinion, it is pleasing to reflect, that the
faith of so few failed, and that the great body of the Fraternity stood firm to
their prineiples, and unshaken in their attachment to the Order.  For a thick
clowl rested on Mount Moriali ; the work of the Temple was suspended; our
festivals were neglected ; and the Craftsmen were scattered. In the language
of Oriental imagery, the daugliters of Jerusalem “lung their harps on the
willows of Babylon, and sat down by the waters and wept.”

But in that dark day, when the misty shadows of persecution were passing
over the light which had so long shone upon our sacred retreats, the prineciples
of our Institution were developed, in an extraordinary degree. Seeing that
reasoning had become fruitless, and purity of life could not escape ealumny,
Masons learned to be still, and wait till ** the overflowing of the waters paseed
by.” When reviled, they reviled not again. When accused, they were silent.
They could only present to their assailants the shield of a /i harmless and



348 Proceedings of the [June,

Wameless. They lived in faith, like Zerubbabel and his companions in the day
of their captivity, believing that the walls of Jerusalem and the Temple of
Jehovali would be again rebuilt.  They felt assured that an Institution, which
had produced such great and good men in past ages; which had united and
blessed the heroie leaders of that Revolution, to which, under Providence we
owe onr National prosperity ; and which had adorned the high places in this
Republie with so many song, was not, coulid not, be doomed, by an All-wise
Creator, to fall beneath the blow of a thonghtless and sudden excitement, and
vauish forever | They know the mysteries, and believed them innocent in the
sight of God; they had tried the principles, and found them just and true;
they had felt the touch of Bratherly love and kindness, and knew its worth ;
and, with deep humility, they left their cause in the hand of the Almighty.

I willingly draw a veil, at this cheering festival which a kind Providence
has permitted us to enjoy, over the mistaken views and harsh treatment of the
past, where political capital was sought, and unjust prejudices were gratified,
by aiming at the destruction of an innocent fraternity. For, my Drethren,
Masonry has again revived, and is now marching onward in the work of
Dbenevolence,  Soclety has tried the experiment of its abeence, and has dis-
covered thatitis a great conservative system, which, by its softening influ-
ences and neutralizing power, is calculated to calm the heat of party spirit,
and bring together, face to face, in acts of mutual charity, men who, like the
Jews and Samaritans of old, had sometimes forgotten that God is not a
respecter of persons nor of sects: and it goes further—it mitigates the ferocity
of war, breaks down territorial distinctions and national jealousies, and, by
its tenets, tokens and emblems, teaches us that man was not made to live a
stranger to his fellow man, in selfish and uncongenial independence. s it not
so? Let facts answer. Never were our prospects fairer than at this aus-
picious festival 3 whether we look over the flourishing and almost boundless
regions of our own country, or cast an eye on Great Britain and the continent
of Burope. May Ileaven grant, that, redeemed and purified by this fiery
ordeal, our Fraternity may bring forth such fruits of knowledge, temperance
and goodness, that every candid mind will confess its excellence.

Freemasonry embraces such a variety of topics, fascinating to one conversant
with its design and usefulness, that it is difficult to select a theme for a public
discourse, which will do justice to its merits. A concise reference, however,
to the nature, tendency and history of the Institution, may not be unprofitable ;
for our opponents have asserted, that it is a secret society, warring against
government and religion ; that the tendency of its principles is dangerous; and
that it is a modern and even recent invention, not much above a century old.
Allow me then, to implore your patience and indulgence : for I must tax them
both. We have suffered from misrepresentation and the subject is momentous,
I have examined it with much study, and with a sincere desire to seck the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, I have no private views, no
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peculiar tenets, no political feelings, to gratify in addressing you. If T had
sought political honors, which are too often purchased by the sacrifice of an
elevated sense of duty, and sometimes fatal to a taste for the sublime and
beantiful, I might have pursued them with less moral courage, than in adhering
to an Institution which has been so much abused and misrepresented; and
surely, I could have found some examples, even among those distinguished for
talents, of such time-serving dereliction. But let that pass. T appeal to your
patient liearing,

That man was not formed to lead an insulated life, secluded from his fellow
man, is a familiar remark. e is by nature n social being. e needs a
neighbor's voice, He comes into existence the most helpless of ammals; and
the first lesson he learns is his dependence on parental care.  As lie grows up,
every blessing and every want convinee him, that his happiness is interwoven
in the mingled web of human society. Neither in the city vor in the country,
in the palace nor in the cottage, can he dwell contented alone.  Place him, if
you please, in the most salubrious climate upon carth ; give him the dominion
of & spot filled with all the Inxuries of the tropies and picturesque with such
seenery, ng the ravishing deseription of Thomson enlls to mind, when he
exclaims,

40 speak the Joy, ye, whom the sudden tear

Surprises often, when you look aroand

And nothing strikes your eye, but sights of bliss;™
let him hiave tools to form, and skill to apply the workings of ingenuity ; books
to enlighten and charm his leisure hours; music to beguile the memory of the
past; anel, in a word, bestow on him all the accomplishments that art or
education could create in polished society; and then, leave him, Robinson
Crusoce-like, alone, in his Elysian island; and, believe me, e would be
miserable.  Soon would you see liim on o high elift’ gazing at the distant blue,
and seavehing, with tearful eyes, after some speck-like sail on the ocean; or
wandering on the sea shore, nnd easting n gorrowful look to thar far-off” outline,
which apparently hounded the waves, as it hbounded the hope of the unhappy
exile. e woull sigh for a friend to feel for him; a companion to sympathize
with him; some one on whose bosom he could fondly breathe his eloguence,
and tell the charms of solitude. Make even Paradise a place of solitary con-
finement, and man would be wretched.

There is a spirit within us—a spark of the Eternal mind —capable of
infinitely incrensing improvement, of vast enterprise, and destined to live far
beyond thut immensurably remote period, when the heavens and earth will be
no more. This spirit was ordained for netion with congeninl beings, Tt
brightens by contaet; it grows vigorons by collision, Its greatest bliss is
doing the will of Gml.‘:y communicating linppiness to others; whence avises
the true foundation of a community of blessings, as opposed to selfishness.
It sees its own image in the mirror of another’s affection, as the still water
reflects the colorings and features of the landscape; and hence it seeks to
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cultivate the amenities of friendship and brotherly love. Tt sees its own deep
and unutter&_lhle thonghts, written, as it were, with a magnetic pen, in the
transcript of a mind more gifted than its own, and it finds itself in an ideal
world, and is delighted : this is the poetry of nature. And when it looks on
the external nuniverse—and beliolds the earth spotted with graves and sepulchres,
and feels that its path is exposed to sickness, often shaded by sorrow, and
always tending to the tomb of oblivion—it realizes that something is wrong
within: something is wanting ; that it must have fallen from some higher sphere
of glory, and exist here in a state of trial and probation; and then breaks
upon the troubled vision the necessity of the Inspired Word, and the value of
those doctrines by which life and immortality are brought to light.

It is easy to perceive from reflections of this kind, that associations originated
from the very nature of our constitution and wants, as intellectual beings.
The one, which is the most ancient, emanated from a connection dictated by
Infinite Wisdom, and includes the endearing relations of life; and whatever
French infidels or wild reformers may say, the saered tie of marriage, and
domestic union under parental government, are the pillars on which the good
order and well-being of society rest.  Without the associntion of pious indi-
viduals at the altar, pure and undefiled religion could neither be maintained
nor promulgated. Like the Vestal fire, the Church preserves a perpetual
flame of devotion. And asseciations for mutual help, nid and nssistance, for
strength of moral purpose, pursuit of knowledge, and the promotion of henev-
olence, have always existed, in some shape or ether. I know there have been
periods in the past, when darkness seemed to spread over the earth; when
idolatry prevailed to a most debasing degree; when society was polluted
by polygamy ; and when men united for warfare and were linked together
only for evil: yet domestie, ecelesiastienl and benevolent associations, have
in some manner been preserved; and whenever a nation has Hourished
and been lhappy, they have been the essentinl cause. Nor need we travel
through the deserts of history, and ascend, as it were, “the White Moun-
tains” of blenkness amd solitude, to see the necessity of a brotherhood
formed for social and beneficent purposes. There is a striking example in the
midst of us: scarcely were our Masonic labors suspended, before kindred
societies increased around us, whose deeds of charity and exemplary condunct
are deserving of all praise. So true it is, that an Institution, where political
and religious differences are disarmed of their sharp points, the pride of wealth
and the struggles of poverty forgotten, and a union for useful and benevolent
objects promoted, is demanded by the wants and desires of our nature.

Freemasonry is o religions Institution. It is composed of various Degrees
and Ovders; in each of which, we take the Holy Bite to be the rule and
guide of our faith and practice. This Book lies at the foundation of the
whole system in a Christian country., The doetrines we inculeate are faith in
God, hope in immortality, and charity to all mankind. Therefore no Atheist
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can be made a Mason. Every regular lodge is opened with prayer, and
requires the candidate to be of age, of good report, a Dbeliever in Divine
Providenee, and with some honest, visible occupation for support. It ig an
Asylum for the unfortunate and a school of mutual instruction. The most
perfect order is preserved, and every thing which surrounds the initiate,
teaches him some moral or scientific lesson, conveyed by hieroglyphical
symbols. The form of a lodge, high as Heaven, broad as the world—with a
support of the pillars of Wisdom, Strength and Beauty—with the starry canopy
for ite covering—with a Mosaic pavement, tessellated border, and blazing Star,
the Star of DBethlehem, for its oruaments—and with jewels emblematical of
brotherly love, relief and truth—is peculinrly adapted to make an impression
on the ingenuouos heart.  We must recollect, mind eannot think, nor converse
with mind, without the medium of material objects. I pity the man, who
blinded by fanaticism, or polluted by depraved passions, could enter tlie
interior of a lodge, and see no beauty in the lambskin, the emblem of innocence,
nor in the frowel, which reminds him to spread abroad the cement of brotherly
love and affection; get no strength from lectures and charges of a most im-
pressive nature ;—and learn no wisdom in contemplating an ideal picture of
that Temple, of which the Lord said, “mine eyes and mine heart shall be
there perpetually.” I could name several, whose first serious thoughts, when
they *tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come,”
arose and overshadowed their minds, in the inner chamber of Masonry. And
the wretch, who, with a token of brotherly love, and a call upon his Maker
to witness his sincerity, and in possession of the incommunicable sign of a
Brother, can go away, where the scoffer and scorner will gather round him,
and ridieule all the symbolic representations and ceremonies of our Ovder,
forfeits, to say the least, the honor of a gentleman, and the honesty of a man.
To every reflecting mind, the lodge is a picture of moral sublimity. The
interest increases in each degree. We are tanght a solemn lesson of the
immortality of the soul, and, at every step, and in every emblem, we are
reminded of the most magnificent Temple the world ever saw.

Can it then lie possible that we should hold to secrets, rites and ceremonics
opposed to the Holy Bible? That our Constitution, of which the immortal
Washington said, “its libeval principles are founded on the immutable laws of truth
and justice,” could authorize or sanction crime? That this Book, ever open
on our altar, could be used as a cloak of immorality and wickedness? We
must be the worst of infidels, the most abandoned of libertines, to use this
Great Light of Masonry, as a guide to hypocrizy, disobedience of the laws, or
conspiracy against government. We repel such n charge with indignation,
This very Book is o (#ranty to the world of the sacredness of our foundation
and the purity of our principles. On this Rock of Ages we will rest the
defence of Freemnsonry, with all its secrecy, ceremonies, oaths and promises.
Thiough we may err as men, and by reason of human frailty, may not always
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exemplify our principles by our practice, yet this very Book ought to protect
those prineiples from misrepresentation and injustice. There may have heen
a few cases, where Masonry has been subject to abuse ; but it contains within
itself a self-regenerator, which will always correet its aberrations, and restore
it to healthy action. Itis true we have seerefs, and we take upon ourselves
solemn vows to preserve them; but they arve innocent, and chiefly appertain
to our ceremonies, and the way and manner of recognizing n Brother. Itis
said, apostates and fanaties have revealed them.  The eredulous are welcome
to all-the knowledge they think they have obtained. None but Ulysses' self
could bend his bow. Our principles, olject and design, as a Masonic Fraternity,
are no secret. They may be found in numerons books, constitntions and
charges. They may be seen, standing in bold relief, in that well conducted
and excellent periodical, “ The Freemasons’ Monthly Magazine,” published
in Boston, besides many other works. I repeat it, the very object and design
of our Institution are to teach obedience to the laws of the land and a vene-
ration for our holy religion; to promote knowledge and practice benevolence.
We hold to no right to take life or limb, for any violation of our mysteries.
We ean enforee no penalty, but by the expulsion of a recreant member, whom
we leave
To Heaven,
And to those thorns that in his bosom lodge
To prick and sting him,”

Dut it is objected, that we are a seeret society. This is not true. The
calendar of our lodges is published; the name of each member is matter of
notoriety. It it be meant, that we have no right to secresy in the interior of
a lodge, the complaint will not bear examination. Why, even a Board of
Brokers in our great vities have their seoret meetings, to regulate the rise or
fall of stocks. The jobber, too, has his seeref marks, The fact is, we live in
a world of evil. We are surrounded by danger. A house of glass would he
no castle.  The ties of friendship and mutual confidence between man and
man, require that there should be some secrecy. Our Saviour himself in-
structed Peter, James and John, in many mysteries, which the other disciples
knew not; he spake to the world in parables, but to his disciples he gave g
. seeret explanation,  He toek the chosen three “up into a high mountain apart,
and was transfigured before them: and hig face did shine as the sun.” Was
this beatific vision no secret! Seeretly did the Twelve meet in an upper
chamber, at the first Eucharist; though one went out from among them as a
traitor. History tells us, that, in the first four centuries, the sacrament was
administerad in seeret retreats, and often in subterran abodes and ceme-
teries ; and that The Discipline of the Secret was practi®d by the Apostolie
Churel.  This is confirmed by the testimony of no less than eighteen ancient
Fathers, Minutus Felix (who lived A. D. 210) states, that, © Christians knew
each other by secret signs,  Pliny writes to Trajan, that they took an cath not to
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commit any crime, 'They, too, were suspected by their enemies of resorting
to dark recesses nud practicing every abomination. Horrid tales were circulated
about them, and they were cruelly perscewied; some even to martyrdom.
Tertullian says, in their defence, Tt would Le more just to judge of our
seeret actions by thosze that appear, than condemn whit is evidently good and
praiseworthy upon suspicion of private fuults.” We regard sifence and
secrecy as Musonic virtues; they have kept off vagabonds and intruders from
the sanctuary of friendship, and preserved our institution amidst the revolu-
tions and desolations of the world, from tiue immemorial,

We are aceused of gurgenus display in our regalia and titles. It may be so.
Yet this comes with & poor grace from some of our opponents.  Suel is liuman
nature, that every man delights in some honor or mark of distinetion,—an
epaulette, o star, or even n eolid-water badge.  The Deacon glories and looks
grave in his loly office. The Captain, Major, Colonel, General, loom up, as
they advance to ench grade on the roster, which they sought with such avidity
when following the deum of o militin muster, The rich man exults in the
splendor of his palace, or the trappings of his equipage, as he passes his
poorer neighbor on the bighway of life. Man, almost universally, loves
distinction, and will wear the badge of it when he can. Why, then, should
envy coneentrate its malice on a society whose members only make use of the
ornaments und titles of Masonry in their official stations, and then lay them
aside and mingle with their fellow-citizens without paradet  Our honors and
titles belong to the office, und not to the man.  We deem them necessary, as
regards both respect and politeness in Masonie intercourse,

There is too much fastidionsness and prudish delicacy on these subjects,
Among the phenomena of human society may Le classed the changes of tastes
and opinions, whieh are continually taking place. Lewpora mutantur, et nos
mutamus eum illis.  Reformers natarally rush into extremes.  Even amusements
and fashions are revolving in n perpetual circle; to-day, most popular: to-
morrow, rejected as valgar or immoral.  Ilas vot the cheerful, graceful dance
piven way to the rude and boisterous sports of childhood? The time was,
when theatrical performances and dramatic excellence were cherished and
honored by the wise and good, and the theater was regarded as a school of
moral reform; it is now abandoned to low comedians, or to the volgar salta-
tions of @ circus.  When I read the wonderful dramas of Sophocles, Euripides,
Terence or Shakspeare, I cannot believe, but that the sock and the buskin
might yet, under strict regulations, be made the instruments of innocent and
moral benefit. Manners, too, have changed., Are they improved! The
blunt “Yes" and the blunt “No™ have taken place of the urbanity and
respect, which were once pail to parents, guperiors, the clergy, and venerable
men and women. Our rough, sturdy republican notions, breaking down all
distinctions in society, need the influence of some softening power, or the
people, ere long, will treat each other even harsher than has been sometimes

23
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witnessed in the high places of the land.  We cannot wonder, therefore, that,
among the wise ancients, science wore a simple dress, and was veiled before
the world, reserving her treasures for the private meetings of ber friends, in
some secret retreat; instead of appearing, as she often does now, in public
assemblies, either arrayed in tattered rags or transcendental ribands. We
eannot get along without marks of distinction, and signs of politencss; although
it is not to be desired that they shonld be manifested on the Utilitarian plan ;
which is, only to buow an acquaintance, whom we may meet, when he can be
of use 1o us in politics or trade, and at other times look kim out of sight,

It is said, however, that Freemasonry is anti-republican, and therefore ought
to be put down. ‘This is a very erroncous opinion, 'The tendency is the
reverse.  The distinetions of rank and fortune are unkoown in a lodge. Our
government is purely elective. Every member has the right of suffrage, and
we submit to the will of the majority for the good of the whole. The poorest,
lumblest brotlier, by his virtues, may be chosen to preside over our meetings.
The power of the chair is limited by the vonstitution, and by ancient usages,
which are the common law of Masonry. We meet on & level, we part on the
square ; that is, we are all equal, and desire to walk uprightly, towards each
other and all mankind. The very germ and essence of & republican govern-
ment, always existed in the elements of a lodge. Ilere, the prince and his
subject, the rich aml the poor, the general and lis soldier, meet on equal terms,
and associate together; like those various trees, which stand side by side in
one of our primeval forests; and thongh the Author of Nature has mude some
lofty and towering, and with a trunk, braneh and foliage, surpassingly beautiful,
and overshadowing their fellows of a more lowly and humble form, yet they
ire all nourished by the same soil and inhale the same dews of lieaven: so
the native talents and woral virtues of some Masons, clevate them above their
brethren; and, if T may continue the figure, as the emaller and weaker vines
twine their tendrils round the strong and mighty, so our poorer, feebler
members in the lodge dwell by the side of the powerful, in brotherly love and
unity. 1t is a remarkable fact, that, during the dark ages, which covered over
aspace of nine venturies, the lodges alone, preserved the rudiments of o
republican government.

The tendency of our institution in every respect, therefore, is excellent.  In
England it has founded many valuable schools for children; and T might refer
to the benefit of lodges, as lycenms of useful knowledge, and the best models
of debuting socicties. Here, perfuct ovder is preserved. Decency, courtesy
and brevity, distinguish every discussion. Some of the chastest and best
arguments, happily conceived and eloquently delivered, which I have ever
heard, have been on a question of debate in our private assemblies ; the style
and manner of which, if known, would be worthy of imitation, even in a
Nutional Legislature, where wild uproar, vulgar abuse, and interminable
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speeches, upon all things and some others, have been too much encouraged by
the taste of the doy.

It is & fact which onght not to be forgotten, that lodges in this country were
pioneers in the Temperance cause; and well might the Iligh Priest, as he
entered the . A, Chapter, say in the language of Shakspeare,

¥ Give me my robe; puton my crown; T have
Immortal longings in me; now nuo more,
The juice of Egypt's grape sball molst this lip."

None have rejoiced more in this great moral revolution, this abandoning of
wleoholie drinks, than masons, nor contributed more to the cause of Tem-
perance—a noble cause, which hns enlisted many men of talents and piety in
its behalf; but so much has been ably written and feelingly said on the subject,
that any remarks of mine would only be an exhibition of foliage without fruit.

The claim of Freemasonry (o # remote antiquity has been the subject of de-
rision among the ignorant, and even of disbelief among some scholars in this
country, on whose brows the lanrels of erndition are yet green, and untouched
by the finger of time. Some years ago, the University of Cambridge, and the
Theological Seminary nt Andover, had this subject on the carpet. In a note to
the elegant Masonic eulogy of the Hon. ¥rancis Baylies, on Lafayette, in 1834,
Ifind this paragraph: *'l'he question propounded to them was this—‘Ts there
any known history to justify the belief that speculative or Freemasonry had
existed prior to the last century 7' President Quincy submitted the question
to the learned Faculty of Harvard University, who replied, that they had no
knowledge of any such history. TProf. Woods, of Andover, ‘had never seen
nor heard of any evidence in support of the pretended antiquity of Iree-
magonry.” Prof. Stuart explored the languages of Burope and Asia, and could
find no trace of Freemasonry.”

Such was the modest reply of one convoeation of literati, and the scornful
decision of another. I would approach, with delicacy and veneration, the
opinions of distinguished scholars, upon all subjects within the pale of their
jurisdiction; but it should be remembered, that there is a ecommon law in
literature, s well as in forensic questions, and we have a right to be tried by our
peers. Lyen it the High Priost of Delphos should mount the Hebrew tripod,
and “in all the languages of Europe and Asin,”’ ufter an erudite response
against the antiquity of Freemasonry, we must beg leave to enter his Theo-
logical library, and refer him to “ The Discipline of the Secret;” and if he do
not find that the early fathers of the Church were also Masons, it must be
because the light of the Reformation was so intense as to disturb his mental
vision.

With profound respect, however, I woulld inquire, if either of these learned
Fuculties ever looked into the history of Freemasonry, examined our records,
or traced our usages, customs and ceremonies? Did they put themselves in
the way of getling the Lest information? In a word, were they Masons ?
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Did they ever see the writings of an English Antiguary, the learned Ashmole,
founder of the Museum at Oxford, who wrote in the reign of Edward IV ?
Orof Nicholns Stone, a curious seulptor under Inigo Jonest Or read the
Latin Register of William Molurt, Prior of Canterbury ¢ Or the manuscript,
which was found by the celebrated Locke, in the Dodleian Library, touching
an examination of the Brotherliood, before King Henry VIT  Did they ever
read the letters of Dr. Knipe of Christ Church, Oxford, or the extract from
the regulations made in a General Assembly in 1663, when Henry Jermyn,
Earl of St. Alban's, was Grand Master{ LEven these few records, in old black
letter, would have prevented the promulgation of opinions formed by prejudice,
and uttered without the consideration which was due to a very large and
respectable body of their fellow-citizens. They would lLave tound, in the
archives of Magonry, records as verituble as any of the pages of ancient
history, of an Institution, coeval with the Saxon dynasty, and handed down,
through Norman, Plantaganet, Stuart and Hanoverian reigns, to the present
generation. 'They would have seen that in 1733 Freemasonry was introduced
into Boston ; that in 1717 it was universally admitted to be in operation in
other countries; that in 1668 the Barl of St. Alban’s was Grand Master of
Masons in England, and issued some salutary regulations for governing a
lodge, and among others, that no one should be made a Mason, unless with “a
good reputation and an observer of the luws of the land;” that in 1640, the
learned Ashmole states, that le was made a Mason at Warrington in Lan-
eaghire: that the discovery by Mr. Locke, in the Bodleian Library, of a
manuseript written in the time of Henry VI, induced that great plilesopher
to send it to the Right Hon, Thomas, Earl of Pembroke, and thus writes to
him: I know not what effect the sight of this old paper may have on your
Lordahip ; but, for my own part, I cannot deny that it has so much raised my
curiosity, as to induce me to enter myself into the fraternity ;" moreover, that
in 1429, during the minerity of Henry VI, a Latin Register of William
Molart, in manuscript, refers to a respectuble lodge in Canterbury, and speaks
of Masons as then of aneient standing; and still further back, that in A. D,
030, King Athelstane, grandson of King Alfred the Great, encouraged many
Masons from France, who * brought with them the charges and regulations of
the lodges preserved since the Roman times.”

Such are some of the well autlienticated documents, embracing more than
nine centuries of our history. But they go further. They refer to other
accounts, That of Ashmole speaks of many records of the brotherhood in
England, as destroyed in the wars of the Saxons and Danes; and mentions
that Prince Edwin, brother to King Athelstane, summeoned all the Masons in
England to compose a Grand Lodge, of which he was Grand Master, They
brought with them all the writings and records extant, in Greek, Latin,
French and other languages; from which they framed a constitution and
made alaw always to observe and preserve the same, Ile made a book
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thereof, showing how the craft was founded. Some of these ancient regula-
tions deserve our notice, so quaintly and lhonestly did Freemasonry spenk its
heart. * He shall ordain the wisest to be master of the work, and neither for
love nor lineage, riches nor favor, set one over the work, who hath but little
knowledge. All the freves shall treat the peculiarities of eidher odher with
the gentleness, decencie and forbearance he thinks due to his own.” The
manuseript found by Mr. Locke, contains a series of questions, and refers to
the great antiguity of the brotherhood, as originating in Magna Greein under
Pythagoras. Among others, this question is asked: “.Are Maconnes gquedder
menne than odhers?"  Ans. ** Some Maconues are noll so vertwons as some odher
aenne ; but yn the moste part thay be more gude than thay wonlde be yf thay war
not Maconnes.”  Again: Dot Maconnes love eidler odher myghtylye as beeth
sagde " Ans. " Yea vorylyche and it may not atherwise ey for gude*menne and
true, kennynge eitther vdher to be socke, doeth always live the more as they be more
gude.” These bear internal cvidence of their authenticity. The print of a
human footstep on the sands of the sea shore was not more convincing to
Crusoe, that man had been there, than these vestiges of Masonry are of its
antiquity to the inquirer after truth.

But to proceed: Did the learned civilian, who presides over Harvard
College, examine the old Statute books of English law ! If Lie hiad done so,
he would have found that in the third year of Henry VI (A, D. 1424) an
Act of Parliament was passed (chap. 1), entitled, *“ Masons shall not confed-
erate themselves in Chapters or Assemblies,” which provided, that for all
such offenses they shall be adjudged felons and punished by fine and imprison-
ment, It was supposed that a previous Statute of 1422, punishing servants,
masons and carpenters, for taking unreasonable wages, was infringed by such
chapters and assemblics; but o statute of Elizabeth (chap. 4) rendered the
act of 1422 inoperative, as will be seen more particularly in Coke’s Institutes,
vol. iii. p. 99, chap, 36, All these books nre in the Law alcoves of the
University Library. Notwithstanding the statutes against Musons, the Duke
of Gloucester, helleving in their innocence, took them under his protection ;
and the same King Henry VI who signed this penal act of Parlinment, was
afterwards made a member of the fraternity, as I find, by Dr. Anderson’s list
of Grand Masters in England, that he presided over the Grand Lodge in 1446,
The Abbe Barruel, the ublest opponent which Freemasonry ever had, assigned
the origin of the Iustitution to the Munichaan sect, which flourished A. D. 272,

Here are legal authovities which show that our Institution has existed nearly
one thousand years; and this evidence is fortified by the traditions, lectures
and ceremonies, which we use in the interior of the lodge, and which have
descended to us from o time, beyoud which the memory of man runneth not
to the contrary. The learned Faculties must have been enjoying the otium
cum dignitate, perhaps have been sleeping in their libraries, when they gave
such sweeping responses in favor of a faction, whose Gothic hand, if it had
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succceded in tearing down the pillars of the Masonic temple, would have
spured from desecration, neither the groves of the Academy, nor the Altars of
Iteligion !

But, with yonr indulgence, I will pursue this subject a little more in detail.
In Rees's Cyclopedia, which was published wlien there was no excitement nor
clofstered prejudioe against our brotherhood, it is written, *“ Masons, free and
aceepted, @ very ancient socivly or hody of men, so ealled from some extraordi-
nary knowledge of Masonry or building, which they are supposed to be
musters of, or because the first founders of the society were persons of that
profession.” He goes on to describe them as numerous, being found not only
in every country of Euorope, but in other parts of the globe, und *consisting of
persons of perit and distinetion.™  'I'he origin lins, by some, been traced to the
time of the introduction of glass, A. D. 674. Dr. Henry attributes it to the
dificulty, in Great Britain, of obtaining workmen in ancient times, to meet
the great demand for churches, monasteries and public edifices, Others trace
it to the invasion of England by the Roman armies, when those stupendous
works of architeciure were left, of which no historic record exists. Mr.
Preston, who published a learned treatise on Masonry, refers to St. Alban, A.
1. 303, as the patron in England, and sapports his opinion by several ancient
manuseripts.  8t, Austin, as early as 597, was at the head of the Fraternity,
and founded the old Cathedral at Canterbury and other churches. After the
Heptarchy, it flourished nnder St. Swithin, and found a zealous protector in
Alfred the Great, who was Grand Master in 872, This is corroborated by the
character of that wonderful man, the greatest and the best sovereign that ever
sut on the throne of England.

The history of Masonry, under King Athelstane, lins been already noticed ;
and it may be further stated, that there is still existing in York, an ancient
lodge which traces its origin to that time, A. . 960, 'The brethren were
there collected under St, Dunstan, in the reign of Edgar. A period of de-
clension followed ; and a revival succeeded under Edward the Confessor, in
1041.  Gundulph, Bishop of IRochester, and Roger de Montgomery, Earl of
Shrewsbury, were Grand Masters and joint patrons in 1066, and under their
auspices, the celebrated Tower of London was built. I name these saints and
noblemen, beenuse they prove that speewlative and operative Muasonry went
hand in hand at that early day; for no one of sound understanding could
pretend, that such Grand Masters and guardians were workmen, who handled
the square and trowel in manual Inbor. Under IHenry I1, about 1154, the
English lodges were superintended by the Grand Master of the Knights
Templar. They prospered under six successive kings, to the reign of
Edward IIT, when the lodges became numerous.  This was ubout A. 1. 1926,
On the aceession of Richard 1I, William a Wykeham, being Grand Master,
the new College in Oxford and Winchester College, were founded at this
Mason’s expense, During the wurs of York and Lancaster, agriculture,
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commerce, religion and all the arts and comforts of life were depressed ; and
Masonry, suffering with them, languished in that stormy period.

The craft flourished in Scotland, in 1424, in the time of Henry VI, under
James I, King of the Seots, who was Grand Master. In Hay's manuseripe,
in the Advocates’ Librarvy nt Edinburgh, there is o passage in the record of an
ancient Masonie charter of this kind ; “for sa meikle as from adge to adge it
hias been observed amongst us, that the Lairds of Roslyn has ever been
patrong and protectors of us and our privileges,” the Tord of Roslyn is
authorized to purchase o new charter from the King; and it is referred to in a
subgequent charter, in 1630, and therein the loss is mentioned of the muniments
and records ** consumed m ane flame of fire within the castle of Rosyln,”
which took plave in 1654.%  Jumes I1. granted jurisdiction over the lodges in
Scotland, to St. Clair, LEarl of Caithmess and (rkoey, who founded the
beautiful Chapel of Rosylu, A. D, 1441, There are, my brethren, not only
eras in the history of civilization, of stirring interest and importunee, but
peculiar spots and localities, with whicl are associated the muost enduring
recollections.  ‘The height where this chapel stood is one of this kind: Rosyln,
the summer resort of the citizens of Edinburgl, and noted for the flavor of its
strawberries, is a village about six miles from that city. It was celebrated for
its castle and romantic environs. A bold and lofty rock, overhanging the
river North Est, which, with a semi-circular sweep, dashes agninst its rugged
base, commands a rich view of the waters, woods and valleys, The ruins of
the chapel, built by St. Cluir, now oceupy the summit of the mount. We are
informed that this nobleman invited artificers from foreign countries to build
it. The style of architecture, buttresses, pinnacles, shafts and flying abut-
ments; the pointed windows, each window divided by a stone mullion, faced
with double colpmns; the transom of the arch adorned with a variety of
foliage and figures of suppliants ; its wreathed centre ; and the niches, canopies,
tracery and altars, all evinced the great delicacy and elegance of execution,
which were exhibited in the fifteenth century. I refer to this, as an evidence
of the knowledge and skill in operntive and speculutive Masoury in Scotland
under the nuspices of 4 monarch, who was himself a Mason, The fields in
the vicinity of the old castle of Rosyln, were celebrated for the defeat of an
English army of 30,000 troops in 1305; and the plaintive nir of Rosyln Castle
is not unknown (o the lovers of Seoteh melody. From the age of' St. Clair,
Freemasonry has continueld to thrive in Scotland; and there is an ancient
record of the suceessive Grand Masters, down to Jumes VI, afterwards King
of Great Britain, A. D. 1003. TIndeed, the Kilwinning Lodge, of Scotland,
and the York Lodge, of Englund, can truce their armorial bearings far up
into the thick darkness of the middle nges, when the splendid Cathedrals,
erected by them, stood like light houses on the shores of time,

* A brief Inguiry Into the u:lgiﬂ and prineiples of Freemagonry, by Simon Greenleaf,
1820, p. 13,
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The Art prospered greatly in England, under Henry VIII, A. 1. 1529; his
royal predecessor, Henry VII, having been Grand Master; and, in the days
of his glory, Cardinal Wolsey, so memorable for the giddy height and deep
downfall of Lis power, was also Grand Master. He was succeeded by Thomas
Jromwell, Earl of Essex. In the reign of Queen Elizabeth, A. 1. 1558—
1603, Masonry experienced a temporary check. That haughty and hawk-
eyed sovereign—seeing that (he lodges were numerous in her kingdom, and
leing excited by some undue influence, or perhaps the touch of some phre-
netie disease, like the late Niagarn epidemie—became jealons of the eraft.
She had heard that they were & mysterious brotherhood, a Rosierucian fra-
ternity of the Black Art. She was told they were in possession of o secret;
she thought where there were seerefs there must be wizerds; and she con-
¢luded, like some theologians of our land of light, that a secret was wrong in
the sight of Heaven, because it involved a vow, cither express or implied, to
keep it; and because, no subject in her Realm had a right, even by Magna
Charta, to retain a secret, cepecinlly one she did not know, She brooded
over this question of casuistry, until her imagination clothed the whole fra-
ternity in the garments of treason and conspiracy. She resolved (to use the
langnnge of a certain recreant Knight) that she ought to demand * the disso-
Iution of the Institution in  voice potent as thunder P And forthwith she gent an
armed force to York, to break up the Grand Lodge of England, then in session.
The nobleman who conducted this expedition, summoned them to surrender,
Report says they calmly heard his message, introduced lim into the lodge,
and there made a Mason of him; and he went back to her Majesty bearing
testimony ** that the fraternity did not interrupt her in her state affairs,” and
that they were a grent and respectable body of citizens.

In Germany Maria Theresn, the Empress-queen, in a similar maoner becoms-
ing alarmed at the seerets of the eraft, endeavored to abolish it “ in a voice potent
as thunder " bur the Tmperor, Joseph T, who was a Mason, defended the
brotherhood and proved them innocent.  And thus has Masonry ever emerged
from the thunder-tlowds of perscention, into a brighter sunshine,

Our prosperity increased in the reign of James I; nnd in that of the
unhappy Charles it fourished, for a season, under Inigo Jones, the great
architect. Again it suffered, and was sadly retarded during the civil and
religions wars which followed ; and we hear Lut little of Masonry during the
iron protectorship of Oliver Cromwell, and the gloom which then spread
darkness and dismay over the fair fields of England. Perhaps there may be
much difference of opinion wmmong my brethren with regard to this revolution.
To myself, acenstomed to look from the vantage-ground of Listory on the
events of the world, it hag ever appearcil to be a period of moral and political
convulsion; a time when vitizen went armed against citizen, neighbor ngainst
neighbor, brother against brother; a time whell a fanatic parlinment, in one
part of the city, was cliunging all the laws, usages and lundmarks of the
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realm, and an assembly of enthusiasts, in another, were dividing, with a
sword, thie glebes and parsonnges of the regular clergy among themselves,
and, with a pen, measuring out the kingdom of Heaven exclusively among
their followers.  Then, indeed, there was *“ o Church without a Bishop, and a
State without a King.” It is not surprising, in a revolution when the founda-
tions of society were shiken to their lowest depths, that Freemasonry, the
friend of toleration, the patron of the arts and sciences, and the promoter of
peace aud good order, should have been neglected aml almost forgotten.
Were our Institution of' that designing, rebellious eharacter, whicli its enemies
have alleged, its voice would huve been heard in the uproar of that tempestu-
ous parliament; or we should have traced its step in the flelds of hlood, or
seen its had in the division of ceclesinstical spoils,  Yet youn find not its
features in the dupes of Cromwell—you hear nat its voice in the harsh dis-
cords of parlinmentary 'raise-God-Bare-Bones, or Habakkok Mucklewrath,
—nor do you hear it lecturing on the tencbrious doctrines of the infatuated
Covenanters.

In 1666, Freemasonry, so remarkably preserved in the day of trouble,
revived; and again, under Sir Christopher Wren, charmed the world with the
beauties of architecture. During the reign of the bigoted James IL it lan-
guished ; but brightened under George I, I, IIL IV, and William IV, all
Masons, George I, in one of the old Trish constitutions, was called “the
Mason-King, whom God preserve.” It was in the reign of George L that the
much-noted meeting of four lodges took place at the Appleton Tavern,
Charles street, Covent Ganlen, A. D. 1717; a period from which some of our
encmics date our origin. Thus do we trace our genealogy from 926, with a
weight of testimony which would substantinte an ancient title in any Court
of Law { and, morveover, from the ages of St. Alban and St Austin, with a
probability of a8 mmeh truth as any records of early English history evince.
Sinve George 1 ascemled the throne, (o the present day the archives of
Masonry exhibit plenary evidence of its vigorous growth. I might have
named, too, that it was introduced into Ireland in 1210, by Launders, Arch-
bishop of Dublin, under whose superintendence Dublin Castle was built.®
There is a record preserved of the principal Grand Masters in England, from
St. Alban, in 803, to the Earl of Abercorn, in 1725; also of those in Scotland,
from James 1. In the English list, T find nine kings, many noblemen, and
many scholars.  Nor does Scotland fall short in distinguished names on her
calendar,

What but seerecy and sifence could have preserved so excellent an Institution
from so remote a period ! I the laws, charges and regulations, says Dr.
Rees,f of free and aceepted Musons, as they are detailed in a work entitled
“The Counstitutions of Freemasonry,’ &e., by the Inte Lawrence Dermot, Esq.

* Lawria.
Lt Cyclopodia,
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and revised by Thomas Harper, 1807, are faithfully recorded, which we have no
reason to guestion, they are not only irreproachiable, but deserving of commenda-
tion.”  Yet the Abbe Barruel, in his ** Memoirs of Jacobinism,” published in
1708, aserilies all the horrors and bloodshed of the Frenel Revolution, and
the politieal convulsions of Enrope, to Freemasonry. But, my brethren, we,
and all members of regnlar and ancient lodges, know that this representation
is false.  As well might the Massaere of St. Bartholomew, in 1572, when the
bells tolled—and torches glared—and dageers gleamed throughout all France,
at the same miduight hour, and sixty thousand Huguenots were murdered in
cold blood—an event which even the infidel Vollaire eloquently portrayed in
his Henrinde,—~be laid at the foot of the eross, as the fruits of the christian
religion.  The Jacobins of France and the Illuminees of Germany, were not
Masons. They had their secrets, but they were those of the mountain
banditti. They might have imitated our dress and assumed our regalia; but
they were strangers to our principles. They rejected the Bible. They
acknowledged no God. Tl'ney were a band of conspirators. Even the Abbe
himself is obliged to confess the difference between them and our Fraternity.
He pronounced a panegyric on English Masons, “for (to use his own words)
their closer union in the bonds of charity and fraternal affection;” and he
further remarks, “that the Illumninces of Germany were opposed to English
lodges.”  When he declares that Freemasonry * wars against Christ and his
altars, against thrones and their kings,” Le showed at once, that a society of
Jacobins was as different from a lodge of Masons, as infidelity is from religion,
or Paine's “Age of Reason” from the loly Bible. Our Constitutions,
charges and publications, forbid this cruel aspersion; the character of every
true Mason in Great Britain, Furope, the United States and everywhere, con-
tradicts this declarution. I will venture to assert, that there are, even in this
country, more than ten thonsand members of the Fraternity, who are also
members of ehurches; hesides many others of excellent repute, high integrity
and exemplary morals, who are not professors—and some of whom are the
pride and ornament of the lund,  And can our venerable University, or the
Andover Seminary, point out among the tombs and cemeteries of their
departed sons, names more illustrious, learning more profound, genius of a
more heaven-piercing eye, or piety, patriotism, or morals, more pure, than
repose in the graves and sepulehres of our Jamented brethren? TLook at our
country’s history, through the prism of truth, and you will see the colors of
the blue lodge und erimson arch, reflected on every page of its glory.

The evidence of our ancient origin, as we gather up the fragments of
antiquity and the opinions of learned men, is cumulative.  In the Encyclopedia
Britannica, it is stated that * Freemasoury is an ancient and respectable In-
stitution, embracing individuals of every nation, of every religion, and of
every condition of life.” So true it is, that distinctions of rank, political and
religious differences, and the superiority of birth and fortune, are not regarded
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in a lodge, Dr. Jumes Anderson, who was a distinguished Mason, as appears
in the urehives of the Grand Lodge of England, in 1723, and Mr. Preston,
who wrote in 1792, make Freemasonry coeval with the world; but this is
straying widely into the boundless flelds of conjecture, The Chevalier
Ramsay, on the other hand, derives its birth from the Crusades. The Abbe
Barruel, an opponent, thinks it might have- originated in the school of
Pythagoras; though, elsewliere, he attributed it to the Manichwean sect.  Mr.
Greenleaf, in A Drief Inquiry into the Origin and Principles of Freemasonry,”
has also brought forward many interesting facts to induce a belief, that in
England it was anciently a Druidical institution, emanating from Pythagoras.
The worship of the Druilds under an oak, their enelosures of immense stones,
and especially their gigantic and cireular temple of Stonehenge, which bore
mueh aflinity to patrinrehal customs among the Iebrews, would favor this
opinion.  Authorities such as these, deserve some credit. Mr. Mounier
observes, however, that it Masonry hnd existed among the ancients, the fact
would have been transmitted to us in history, Yet, says the Encyclopmdia
Britannica, Masonry has existed in England at least three hundred years, and
no mention of it is found in ar;y English historian.

All this may be true; but let us not quarrel about words or names. It the
same or similar mysteries, rites and ceremonies, and a like object and design
—that of promoting knowledge and virtue, and practicing benevolence—
existed in Greece or Rome, in Judea or England, under the title of Pythagorean,
Esseniun or Druidical societies, and we ¢an discover, in the historian’s account
of them, the sigus, emblems and rudiments of our Masonie Fraternity, we
Liave mude out o ease worthy of more examination than some of our learned
opponents in this country, with the help of ancient languages and with the
luxury of extensive libraries, bave condescended to bestow. Authorities,
however, ave not always consulted in making up an ex-parte judgment,

The Lleasinian and Dionysian societies of Greece, which were introduced
from Egypt about fourteen hundred years before Christ, have often heen
vegarded as the prototypes of Freemnsonry. The resemblance, in many
particulars, was striking.  They had secret signs and mysterious ceremonies,
required certain qualifications, and were tanght to subdue the passions, practice
benevolence, and improve their minds in science, especially geometry and
architeeture.  Tley used symbols and emblems for moral and intelleetual
instruction; eommmitted nothing to writing, but every thing to memory ; wore
a peenline dress; adhered to a rigid regimen, and passed through various
degrees, until they beeame the companions of Priests, and were eligil.;le to the
highest honors,  In that period of the world all knowledge was communicated
ns o seeret, It was hidden from the eyes of the vulgar, and never made
common, This will account for the distinetion which Mr. Gliddon mentions,
in his masterly lectures on BEgyptian Archaology, between the Demotic or
vernacolar, and the hieoroglyphical language of ancient Egypt. The ritual
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of devotion, as well as the text book of science, was concealed in symbols,
which to the ignorant might appesr ridioulous, but to the enlightened, were
fall of moral worth aud intellectual beauty, Herodotus, Hesychius, Porphyry,
Arrian, Eusebius and many other writers, confirm the secount of these institu=
tions, before they became deterforated by the innovations and impurities of a
voluptuous age.  Cicero, however, speaks highly of them in his time ; and he
must have had a fine opportunity to examine them during his exile at Athens.

From the Dionysian college sprung the Dienysinn artifleers, who, about
one thousand years before our Saviour, settled in Ionin. They were like
Freemasons, it is remarked in the Encyclopedia Britannica, which refers to
Chishull,®* who says, “ they were divided into lodges.” This fraternity builk
three splendid edifices in Ionia, the ruins of which have been the ndmiration
of modern travelers. ‘I'lie magnificent temple of Teos was among their
achievements. In fact, judging from what history says of one, and our expe=
rience teaches of the other, the two sovietics, Dionysian and Masonic, were
anciently much alike, But, it is said, the Dionysians worshipped Isis and
Osiris.  Whether they were actually idolaters in that age of darkness, or
considered these as personifications of the Divine perfections, we ean only
conjecturc.  The Heathen Mythology was a splendid nllegory, in which much
trath was concealed, as any one may perceive who will look into Lord
Bacon’s elucidations on this subject, or examine the Abbe Banier’s Mythology
and Fables of the ancients explained from history. DBut we necd not to rely
upon such parentage, originating in an age of Pantheism and spiritual dark.
ness, before the true light shone upon our fraternity.  We can trace our origin
to a purer and better source,

Professor Robinson, an able opponent of Mazonry, who wrote at the close
of the last ceutury, ascribes the origin of the Institution to the Dionysian
Artificers, who taught the only chaste and durable styles of building, and
devoted themselves fto the arls and sciences with great assiduity. They
emigrated from Athens to Ionia, were soon seattered over the principal cities
in BEurope and Asin, and visited the seaports of Syria.  Wherever they trav-
eled they nsually went in companies, earrying their skill and mysteries, and
leaving behind them traces of magnificent arelitecture.  Other writers ascribe
the origin of the craft to the institutions of Pythagoras, who went from Samos
to Crotona, in [taly, about five hundred and sixty years before Clirist,  When
I consider the remote and barbarous age in which he lived ; the gentleness of
his demeanor and purity of his life; his vast learning; his geometrical and
astronomical discoveries, even that which preceded the belief of many cen-
turies—that the sun is the centre of a revolving planetary system ;—and
when I reflect upon the astonishing influence which he held over the minds of
men, I must confess that the nppenrs o me more like a Christian than a
heathen philosopher. Jamblicus describes his appearance and eloquence to

# Antiquitates Asiatice, p. 130,
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have been such as to deaw all eyes toward Lim in admiration. Indeed, it is
delightful to look, ns it were, through the telescope of history, and trace the
mild and heavenly radinnce of his character, as it shione, like a star, lone and
luminous in the desolate regions of those obscure ages.

Pythagoras spent twenty-two years in Egypt, and became deeply versed in
all the science and mysteries of the Egyptian priesthood. Ile visited Crete,
Syrin, Chaldea, Persia, Phenicia, and indeed all those countries where know-
ledge conld be obtained. e returned to Samos, richly Inden with intellectual
treasures ; but not meeting with encouragement in his native place, for “a
prophet is nol without honor, but i his owa country, and wmony hiv own Lin,"' he
sought the Iand of strangers and established a school at Crotona, e taught
his disciples the worship of one eternal, ommiscient and ever present Deity ;
and that the study aml contemplation of truth, which he communicated by
symbols or hievoglyplical cwblems, were the only foundation of happiness.
He used numbers as geometrienl dingrams; regulated the gamut, and by the
harmony of music taught to subdue the passions; enjoined secrecy touching
their mysteries ; adopted o vegetable diet, as more condueive to health and the
functions ot the brain (for he considered the body the sepulchire of the soul),
and, in all his teachings and practice, showed himself the friend of virtue,
seience and humanity. From Lim eame the definition, Amicitia, AZgnalitas,
friendship is equality, and the noble sentiment, my friend is my better half.
From him came the sublime idea of the Music of the Spheres, the magnificent
conception that blessed spirits in the eelestisl world hear the heavenly bodies
revolving in their orbits, like some vast Panharmonicon, with notes of melody,
some loud and high, and some deep, low and clear.  His followers were clad
in white garments, an cmblem of innocence,  They committed his lectures to
memory, and had mystic words and signs of recognition. Epaminondas,
Pelopidas, Plato, Phocion and Demosthienes were said to be of his school,
Some men, of one book and of one idea, may condemn him on account of his
superstitions and doctrine of the metempsychosis, too harshly. Let us Le
carcful, however, not to pull up the wheat, because there are some tares
growing in it; for it must be consoling to any one, who sees how much sin
and wmisery there is at all times in the world, 1o trace the ustral light of the
good and virtuons, whether among Jews or Gentiles, Greek or Romans. We
should not forget that Martin Luther, the heroic reformer, was not free from
superstitions and errors ; and if T mistake not, the indentation on the wall in
his orutory is still visible, where he threw lis inkstand, as he supposed, at the
Devil.  Through a vista of nearly twenty-five centuries, Pythagoras, who first
called himself a philosopher or lover of wisdom, stands fortl, not only as a
scholar of transcendent learning and genius, but as o man full of philanthropy,
a benefactor to the human race, and a favorite of Heaven. Iff we claim him
as & Mason, and trace some of our mysteries to his school, it is because we
discover there a system of secrecy, benevolence and moral beauty, like our
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own. Even the pious Watts lias introduced * hig golden verses” in lig *“Tm-
provement of the Mind;"” and they are worthy of a place in every book of
education.

The Sect of the Essenes is also brought forward as a Masonie Fraternity,
Here, agnin, the general resemblance is impressive. They held to strict
qualifications for admission; toan exemplary life, great seerecy, hieroglyphieal
emblems, progressive attninments in knowledge, brothierly affection, separation
from the world and a community of gowds, hilo Judius gpeals of them in
glowing enlors, In his duny, they numbered ahout four thousand, They
dwelt not in eities; laid up neither gold nor silver; had no weapons of war,
nor slave among them ; kept strictly the seventh day ; cultivated the carth for
n living, and their minds for knowledge ; and were very abstemions and de-
votional, They abhorred the use of oil, and were remarkable for frequent
ablutions. Josephus, in Lis Wars of the Jews, also gives an interesting sketeh
of these ascetics. This sect was very ancient. Pliny says it must have
existed in the days of Solomon. The learned Scaliger maintains that the
Essenes were descended from the Kasideans—a religious fraternity, called
Knights of the "Lemple, who bound themselves to adorn and preserve it; and
who were ¢onspicuons in the history of the Maceabees. Their reputation was
Liigh ; strangers from other countries joined them; and they flourished until
the fifth century, when the darle ages came on, and they were barbarously
perseeuted, and finally abolished by the Roman factions. The Lssenes,
therefore, were probably among the Duilders of that Temple, of which they
were afterwards the guardians ; and having existed more than four centuries
after its destruction by Titus, and until Masonry was introduced into England,
it is repsonable to conclude they were of our Fraternity. Such is the inference
of some writers who have scarched deeply into our origin, In Gregory's
Church History, vol. i. cent. 3, it is remarked, that the Essenes were Iythago-
reans. Mr. Church follows the analogy between the two institutions at great
length, and shows an extraordinary coincidence.,  Indeed, it is thought Pytha-
goras derived many of his peculiar tenels, and much of his system, from that
seet during his travels in Syria. We know the Pythagovean fraternity is
mentioned ps our archetype, in the manuseript I have already referred to,
written in the time of Henry VI. Itis somewhat remarkable, that our Saviour,
in his terrible denunciation of the hypoerisy of the Sadducees and Pharisecs,
says not & word of this well known and numerous society. His silence is a
volume in its favor. Yet Gregory, in his Church History, is very severe upon
them, though I could find no authority quoted for his unjust censure.

Thus I have endeavored to trace our genealogy, from the resemblance of
the Eleusinian and Dionysian societies, and Essenian and Pythagorean fra-
ternities of olden time, to the Institution of Freemasonry in England, where
its connection with the Druidical economy is not without much plausibility.
If such be our origin, our ancient brethren must, at some perivds, have been
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under the influence of the heathen Mythology; at others, the worshippers of
only one Supreme Being; and under the Christian dispensation, believers in
the Messiali. They have advanced with the progress of the world. Yet the
Abbe Barruel, with much sophistry, uses this as an argument against the
character of the fraternity, and aceuses the brethren of Pantheism, idolatry,
and hatred to the cross of Christ. But this accusation hardly deserves a
reply. Pythagoras taught the disciples the unity of The (frear Invisible, who
is the source of motion, light and truth, the Crentor and Preserver of all
things, and worthy the sopreme adoration of all intelligent beings ; and such
was the belief of the Essenes; so that the Abbe, if he had reflected, would
have found that the ancestral lineage of Freamasonry runs along through
very respectable families for an immense suceession of ages.

As the Eleusinian and Dionysian fraternities existed in Greece, so long
before the age of Solomon, and the Dionysinn Architects had spread over
very many ancient cities, there must, heyond doubt, have heen disciples of
these sects in Syrin and her senports, some time before the Temple was built.
Josephus gays, B. viii. chap. 6, that the Corinthian order of architecture was
used in thot edifice.  1le also refers to Menander, a Greek writer, who states
that Iiram, King of Tyre, adorned the Temple of Jupiter, in that eity, with
gold, and improved its environs : and when he speaks of Solomon’s building
Bethhoron and Tadmor in the Wilderness, he observes that he also built a
palace for himself, supported by many pillars, with u roof of the Corinthian
order. This is an important link in the ehain of our history. For Tyre was
then w great seaport, a city whose antiguity was of ancient days, the merchant
vity, the mart of nations; on the vision of whose future downfall Isainli*
and Ezekiclt took their harps, while an Invisible Hand smote the chords, and
the intonations were more deep and awful than almost any of the predic-
tions of Hebrew prophecy., At that time the ships of Tarshish crowded her
port; she had intercourse with Athens, the Tonian coasts, the Egean Isles,
and indeed with all parts of the Mediterranean and Euxine seas. Some of
these Dionysian artificers would naturally be there, and their mysteries with
them.  Without n great #troteli of fancy, therefore, we may conclude that
they were nlso employed in the building of King Solomon’s Temple,

Ay, whon the weary traveler gaing
The height of spme commanding hill,
His heart revives, wlen, o'er the plains
Ha soes his home, though distant still; "
—s0 from these glimmering views of primeval history, 1 now turn to a more
sure and certain foundation of our origin, and trace our descent from the
erection of that magnificent structure, the Temple of Solomon, more than one
thousand years before the Advent, Noal, on that first morning, when he

* [saiab, Chap. xxiil. { Eseklel, Chap. xxvi, 27,
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beheld the sun shining on the peaks of Mount Ararat, after the winds and
the waves of a stormy deluge hiad beat vpon the Ark for six long months,
could not have felt more joy than the Mason, who, having traveled over the
great desert [of listory, beset with enemies and harassed with difficulties,
stands at the (oot of Mount Moriah, and sees the light of heaven more and
more reflecting on our origin, as Lie gazes on the pinnacles of this Temple.
He then perceives that he las Leen led along, step by step, throngh the
rugged paths of tradition, with the lamp of the Seriptures before himn, until he
sees in every Lodge and Chapter, internal evidence of a high and honorable
descent from the Grand Lodge of Jerusalem,

I will offer a few reasons for this assurance, which, however, enn only be
appreciated by those acquainted with our lectures and ceremonies. And 1.
Freemasonry is decidedly a refigions, as well as a benevolent Tnstitution. It ia
founded on the Bible; though, as an eleemosynary Fraternity, it Las ever
been remarkable for the relief of the unfortunate, and kindoess to a worthy
Brother in a poor and penniless state, The testimony of its beneficence would
fill volumes ; witnesses would rise up and call it blessed, in peace or war, on
Iand or ocean, in all countries, in all ages. E

2. Ancientlodges were dedicated to King Solomon.  He is recognized in all
our work as our first Grand Master. Hiram, King of Tyre, and Hiram, the
widow's son, of the tribe of Naphtali, assisted in the huilding of the Temple,
according to the Seriptures, and also to Josephus, In every lecture, and in
every ceremony, they are hefore our mind in the lodge.

8. It is reasonable to believe, and it is probable, that Sclomon, the wisest
of men, arranged, elassified and regulated the vast body of builders he
employed, in some way or manner only known to themselves: so that the
various orders, the bearers of burdens, hewers of wood nnd stone, sculptors,
designers and artificers in metals, coming, as T shall show, from varions coun-
tries, might be bound to each other by brotherly love, know whom to trust,
and feel secure in some mystic Hs, which would preserve their association from
invasion or injury. There were one hundred and filty thousand cwining
workmen liere employed, and thirty-six hundred ovlrscers. These men were
not of the Hebrew nation; for Solomon, in making this computation, *num-
bered all the strungers that were in the land of Israel " Literally, and Solomon
numbered afl the men, the strangers® In the Hebrew Lexicon of Gesenius, I
find (GEr, a sojourner, stranger or foreigner, from the verh Gur, to turn
aside from the way, to live as not at home, 7. ¢. as a stranger. Ho that there
cun be no mistake; and, ns 1 have said, many of them were probably
Dionysian architeets from Tyre, Solomon would of course have learnt their
mysteries, and applied and incorporated them, with the Issenian improve-
ments, and his own great knowledge, into a system, and thus concentrate in

* 2 Chron,, Chap, i, v, 17.



1844.] (Yrand Lodge of Maine. 369

one forus a Masonic Institution. This will materially aceount for the singular
resemblance of our brotherhood to the Dionysian and Essenian fraternities.

4. A society, thus created anew by the wisest of men, under a discipline
of seven years, must have been too valuable to be lost. Therefore, in the
separation of this vast body, at the completion of the Temple, the members
would earry the secrets and regulations with them to their homes in Europe
and Asia, and, forming new lodges, use every precaution {o preserve and per-
petuate them in ages to come.

6. Inall the work, In every lecture and tradition, and in every emblem
and ceremony, reference is invarinbly made to this great Temple on Mount
Moriah ;—to its materials, construction, winding steps and inner chambers,
from the great pillars which adorned the front, to the capestone which com-
pleted it.  The lectures and traditions bear on their very fuce the impress of
their origin in Jersusalem. They have been substantially the same for hun-
dreds of years, and are admirably caleulated to preserve a living memory of
a superb picce of architecture, erected by the command of the Most High,
and to which the sacred penmen have devoted four chapters in Kings, and six
in Chronicles, with a degree of' studious minuteness hardly paralleled in the
Bille.

6. The Divine Being seems, in this Temple, to have had a design or pur-
pose far beyond the mere ereation of o perishable structure, which the Chal-
dees could burn up, or time destroy. When Moses was on the top of thaf
Mount, the sight of which wns like devouring fire to the children of Israel,
the Lord spake unto him, saying: *“And let them make Me a Sanctuary ;
that L may dwell among them, aceording to all that Tshew thee, after the
pattern of the Tabernacle and the pattern of all the instruments thereof,
even so shall ye make it.” St Paul, in the Epistle to the Hebrews, speaks of
this as serving ** unto the eeample and shadow of heavenly things ;" words of deep and
mysterious import, having reference to another Tabernacle in another world,
and which modern exegesis, the torturing of the Hebrew letter, and exclusion
of all spiritnality from the snered writings, would do entirely away. The
Temple built by Solomon, at the command of the Lord, in after ages, was o
substitute for and constructed after the model of this Tabernacle. When it
was finished, the Lord again appeared to Solomon, and said: “I have
hallowed this house, which thou hast built, to put my name there forever;
and mine eyes and mine heart shall be there perpetually.”  Was this declnration
of the Almighty ever literally fulfilled? By no means. That material Temple
has vanished from the earth ! but the spiritual Temple still exists. It is in the
lodge. Tt is before every faithful Mason’s eye when he enters. It is perpet-
uated by the Masanic family, It is seen in each degree. And thus has this
House of God been preserved from age to age, and the Divine prediction
verified.

7. There are traditions belonging to the Temple, only known to the intel-

24
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ligent Mason, which comport with Scripture history, and are so reasonable
and consistent that they have ever been rec ived by the craft with implicit
faith, Indeed, the preservation of the Pentateuch, during the Dabylonish
captivity, ean be accounted for in no other way. The inquirer nfter truth
may say, “ Show them to mé. and, perhaps 1 may believe them, too.” We
reply, put yourself in the way and manner in which we received them, and
you will then know them.

These are some of the reasons for my belief, that our Institution is imme-
diately derived from King Soloman. It carries in its features o Hebrow lineage,
strong as the visage of that exiled people, on whose physiognomy the Israelite
is written, in all climates and among all nations. The use of the right hand,
the burial of the dead with their fect to the Bast, the solemn laying of corner
stones for churches, chapels and public edifices, the ensterly fronting of those
buildings, the form of a lodge, between the rising and sefting sun, on o mount-
ain or in a valley, the minuteness of our traditions, and every usage, emblem
and ceremony confirm this opinion. As none but the Israelite, who was duly
qualified], could enter the interior of the Temple, 80 none but a worthy candi-
date, or n brother can be admitted into a lodge. The stones, say the Scrip-
tures, were all hewn and squared ; they were also numbered, and a mark,
says Masonry, was put upon them ; and the exmmination of nncient Gothie
churches, of the fourteenth and fitteenth centuries, proves this faet.  These
marks have been recently found in the celebrated Cathedrals of Strasburgh
and Rheims, in Germany, and St. Dunstan’sin-the-East, in London. When
the churelr and tower of St, Mary's, at Shrewsbury, was repaired nbouf six-
teen years ago, the distinguishiing marks of several operative Masons were
discovered: and “it is a singular fact (says the anthor®) that some of these
marks, though used many centuries ago, are similar to those used by Masons
in the present day.” Hulbert Philips, in his IHistory, says this cliurch was
founded by King Edgar; if so, these marks are nearly nine hundred years
old. And Mr. Gliddon tells us that the stones of the Pyramids of Egypt,
and other stupendous structures in that primeval country, still bear the
Mason's marks upon them, apparently as fregh as if made but yesterduy.

Again: The Temple was erected without noise, so that “ there was neither
hammer, nor axe, nor any tool of iron heard in the house while it was in
building 't Was there no hidden meaning in this Seriptural fact? Was
there no spirituality awong men who could work in this manner? Ina word,
everything touching this building shows that there was, at the same time, the
formution of a spiritusl Temple going on, destined to live in the mind of the
true Mason forever, And as every material, and every working tool conveyed
moral emblems to the craftsmen, so the whole edifice, fitly framed together,
and completed without noise or discord, is emblemuatical of a Socicty united

*Salopian Journal, See Freemasons® Montlly Maguzine, Vol, li, p. 308,
11 Kings vi, 7,
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by brotherly love, walking in the paths of uprightness, and whose members,
being partakers of the heavenly calling, have an anchor of the soul, sure and
steadfast within the vail, where our Great High Priest, the Lord of Glory
dwells %

No argnment ean be drawn against us from the silence of history. Records
of our mysteries were never kept. They are traditionary, from their very
nature ; though I have gleaned some interesting facts from the rich armory of
literature at Harvard University. I would ask, however, with profound
respect, of those learned in theological lore, whence do we get the history of
a change of the Jewish Sabbath to the Lord's day ! There is no such
memorial in the New Testament,  The carly Jewish converts kept hoth days
holy, and Constantine, in the fourth century,t first commanded that this day
should be observed with peculiar solemnity. Yet no Christian entertains a
doubt of its Divine appointment.  The persecution of our enciies hns, never-
theless, done us some good. It has occasioned research into the alcoves of
antiguity ; and every yoear is bringing forward fresh evidence of our ancient
standing, as appears by wmarks, obsolete charters and writings, which for ages
have lain hid, on the other side of the water. Another Harleian manuscript
in the British Museum, vol. 1942, and an antique poem, which needs a glossary,
and is more than five hundred years old, add to the cumulative mass of
evidence. Nor am I without hope, that a future investigation of the hiero-
glyphical writings of Egypt, made by some learned brother, may yet throw
more light on our primeval origin, than even the charters and Mason's marks
wlready referred to.  "The key of Champollion has unlocked those treasures
and while the indefatigable Gliddon, and the savans and literati of Europe
are luxuriating in such valuable discoveries, Freemasonry may yet come in
for a share of the spoils, In the mean time, despised and calumniated as onr
Institution has been by some of the scholars of our own country, it will be a
consolation to remember, that the profound Dugald Stewart and Sir Walter
Scott were members of the Grand Lodge of Scotland, and eherished it with
unabating attachment.  Nor would I'forget the revered and excellent Thaddeus
Mason Ilarris, nor the late pious and lamented Bishop Griswold, on whose
graves the Cassia will be green forever ! They were members of the Encamp-
ment; some account of which will finish my history of Masonry, if it have
not alrendy exhausted your patience.

There is a splendid epoch in the history of Freemasonry. It shed a halo
on the age of chivalry, before that change from the Heroic to the Commereial,
from tournaments to the exchange, when Burke so enthusiastically decllared %
that ““the glory of Europe was extinguished forever!™ The dark ages were
passing away, a revolution in the minds of men had begun, and the revival of
letters, of invention and of enterprise, was dawning on the world. “Trouba-
dors, like the Higlhland harpers of Scotland, wandered over the cities and

*Heb, ill, 1, vi, 19,20, 1 Greg, Ch, His, v, 1, pp. 52, 190,
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villages of Christendom, singing the praises of warriors and describing those
seenes, when the Mediterranean was covered with fleets, transporting armies
to the shores of Palestine, when the Saracen and the Christian banner, the
crescent and the cross, alternately waved on the towers of Jerusalem, and the
grim Moslem and the stalwart Knight fought and to hand and foot to foot,
for the possession of the Holy Sepulehire,  This was a period, of which Hume
says, “ Europe was loosened, as it were, from its foundation, and seemed to
precipitate itself in one united body on the East;" a period immortalized in
the beautiful Epie of Tasso, splendidly portrayed by historians, and bronght
to view in graphic colors, in the enchanting romances of Walter Scott.  With
pleasure would T rove, on this occasion, among the Oriental scenery and
daring exploits which & panorama of the crusades would present ; and, smidst
the glittering arma and fiery chargers of Cavaliers, lead you into an amphi-
theatre of jousts and tournaments, and rouse your attention to thrilling scenes,
s0 different from this age of tariff, and of cotton and woolen manufuctures ;
but I am reminded of a sterner duty, and must leave chivalry, which, like a
meteor, lured men into the wildest adventures, and confine myself to the
Orders of Knighthood to which, Mosheim in his Eeclesiastical History
informs us the Crusades gave rise—the Knights of St. John, the Knights
Templar, and the Teutonic Knights, or Knights of St. Mary at Jerusalem,

The first two were the most important, The Knights Hospitallers of St.
John were a Military Order, established on the religions principles of that
period. A chureh and a wonastery had been built by some pilgrim merchiants,
about A. 1. 1048, near the Holy Sepulchre. These were dedieated to St.
John the Baptist,  In peace, the brethren wore the hlnek habit of the hermits
of St. Augustine, with a red cross on the left breast; in war, crimson, with a
white cross,  Vows of eelibacy, poverty and obedience, united them in the
chureh and tent; and they devoted themsclves to the care of the sick and to
deeids of charity. At the beginning of the next centary they were organized
as a Military Order, by Raymond dua Puy; and Pope Paschal I granted
them many privileges. They increased rapidly in power and wealth, and
defended the numerous pilgrims, who visited Jerusalem, from the Turks and
Saracens, until, in 1191, they were driven from Palesting by the Infidels.
They repaired to Rhodes, and took lience the title of “ Knights of Rhodes, of
the Ovder of St John" For two hundred years this brotherhood held that
Island, and those in the vicinity.

This celebrated Island, the siege and surrender of which the Abbe Vertot
hias immortalized in his “ istory of {he Knights IHospitallers of St. John of
Jerusalem,” is situated in the Mediterranean, near the southwestern extremity
of Asin, The eapital, Rhodes, lies on the side of a hill facing the sen; is full
of gardens, towers, domes and churches; and has a strong fortress and excel-
lent harbor, with an entrance between two high rocks, on which are castles
to defend the passage. Near this spot stood the famous Colosgsus of bronze,
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said to have been one hundred and thirty feet in height, between whose legs
the ancient galleys could pass to the inner hiaven.

The Knights fortified this island with great strength, and remained there in
security until A. 1. 1522, when they were invaded by the Turks under Soliman
I, who attacked them with a fleet of four undred sail and a land foree of one
hundred and forty thousand troops, besides sixty thousand pioneers, which
Soliman had drawn outof the frontiers of [lungary, and the mountains of Servia,
Bosnia, and Wallachia, where most of them had been bred to digging under
ground and working in mines. The resolute and brave defence made by the
Knights; theintrepid conduet of their Grand Master, Philip de Villiers de I'Isle
Adum, a native of France, who for thivty-four days stood fighting in the intrencli-
ment, with only a mattress for momentary rest; the reduction of the city to
ashes; and the treachery of a veereant Knight ;—ave all eloquently described

«by the Abbe. The Knights who survived were permitted by the Sultan
honorably to retire; and after various wanderings they at last went to Malta,
whiclt was given them by the Emperor Churles V, on condition of eternal war
against the Infidels and the pirates. This was in 15530; from which time they
took the title of Knights of Malta,

Maltu is situnted in the Mediterrancan, hetween Sicily and Africa, being
the most southern island in Europe. It is about sixty miles in circumference,
twenty long and twelve broad, and has always been astrong hold. The
flavor of its oranges and fragrance of its flowers are much noted. Tts eapital
is Valetta, where the fort St. Elmo stands, situated on a narrow neck of land
which divides two ports. The first stone of this city was laid by the famous
John de la Valate, Grund Master of the Inights of Malta, in 1366, Tt con-
tiwins a superb building, the residence of the Grand Masters ; the vast cathedral
of 8t. Jolm, whose walls are adorned with rich paintings by Matthias Preti
and Michael Angelo; and a library of the Knights, which once contained
sixty thousand volumes. Catacombs, grottoes, the ruins of the Giant tower,
and many antigue curiosities attract the eye of the stranger.

When these Knights first took possession of Malta, it contained only fifteen
thousand inhabitants and a smull fort with one cannon and two faleonets. It
soon became the terror of the corsnirs nnd protector of the commerce of the
Mediterranean. Never to reckon the number of the enemy, and to conquer
or die at their posts, was their oath, But scarcely had a generation passed
away, before the Ottoman empire again disturbed them, and thirty-five
thousaud Turkish veterans besieged their capital. They took possession of
the open country, and the Knights placed their dependence on the fortress of
St. Elmo—upon which the enemy soon opened a tremendous cannonade. The
history of this siege, like that of Gibraltar towards the close of the last
century, forms a sublime picture in the amnals of war. The most daring
courage, unparalleled endurance, keen sufferings day after day, herole achieve-
ments, the destruction of the outer defences, the diminution of the brave band
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of defenders, the terrible fire of Turkish artillery, the desperate sortie, the
retreat to the last citadel, the grim and emaciated forms and ghastly visages
of the survivors on the battlements, were all known by La Valette and the
citizens, as they stood in the tower and castle of St. Angelo, gazing on the
heighits of St. Elmo, which overlooked the opposite shore of the port; until
at last, from overpowering numbers, the incessant blaze of cannon and
musketry, and the scaling of' the bastion, all communication with the city was
cut off, and St. Elmo was tuken.  So desperately did those intrepid Cavaliers
maintain their vow, that “the last Knight of the noble garrison was dying in
the breach,” when the Crescent rose on the ruins of the fortress, Succors,
however, soon arrived from Sicily, St. lmo was retaken, the city was rescued
from the invaders, and the brave La Valette triumphed, leaviog a name of
deathless memory. Frequent naval battles with the Turks have followed,
but the Ottoman power obtained no foothold in Malta,

In the year 1783, an event occurred, which displayed the truly Masonic
character of these immortal Knights, A dreadful carthquake desolated the
shores of Calabria and the opposite port of Messina, in Sicily., In thirty-six
hours after the disastrous news renched this Island, the Knights of Malta
fitted out numerous galleys with supplies for the miscrable sufferers; and the
first hope of religf which dawned upon them was the Red Cross banner waving
in their harbors. These brethren found at Cape Reggio fifteen thousand, and
at Messinn forty th { human beings in utter wretchedness, whom they
relieved with food, medicines and elothing. The sight of the wounded, the
pictures of starvation and nakedness, the spectacle of parents and children,
half buried in the ruins, and mothers, with their babes af their breasts,
famishing for nourishment, in the midst of the awful ravages of the earthquake,
no tongue nor pen can deseribe.  Let even our bitterest enemy read the story
of their suflorings in the History of Malta, by Louis De Boisgelin, o Knight
Hospitaller, nnd an eye witness of the scene, when, with his companions, he
rushed to the resene; and, if he have any charity left in his bosom, his tears
will fall and blot out forever from his memory, that nameless name our opponents
have chosen !

In 1708 Malta was attacked and treacherously taken by Bonaparte, after
having resisted the Ottoman empire for two lhundred and thirty-eight years.
In 1800 it was conquered by the British, and is now one of their naval depots
in the Mediterranean. In 1841, Ferdinand I, Emperor of Austria, issued a
decree, recognizing the Knights of Malta und confirming their Order, * which
(s it states) did such good service to a large portion of Europe.”

But the stranger may ask, “ Were those noble Knights your brethren 1™
I reply, we know them to be such, The proof is plenary. In the time of
Henry VIII, Masonry, for a season, revived in England, under the care of the
Knights of Rhodes; though afterwards, in 1534, that King abolished the Order
in Lils dominions, and persecuted some of them to the dungeon and to death,
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A Enight of Malta from abroad, a few years since, was present at an Encamp-
ment in this country, and stated to a member, that our ceremonies and theirs
were essentially alike. And a naval officer of the United States remarks in
Lis Journal, published in 1837, that he visited the Governor's palace in Malta ;
where the apartments are hung round with mouldering portraits of the Grand
Masters of Malta, in Masonic dresses.”

The Order of Knights Templar was founded by Hugh de Payens, and
Godfrey de St. Omer, Uldemar or Adelmar, men who were signalized in the
Crusades.  With seven gentlemen from France, they formed an escort for the
Pilgrims to the Holy Land.  Baldwin I, of Jerusalem, assigned them a church
called the Church of the Holy Temple, from which they derived their appel-
lution of Templars, Their vows were similar to those of the Knights of St.
John. In 1127, Pope Honorious II confirmed their Order. A white garment,
with a red eross, wns their orignal dress; and their banner was white, with
ared cross in peace, and with black stripes in war. They beeame a great
military brotherhood, immensely rich, and the best lances in Burope. At the
hattle of Tiberias their Grand Master, with several Knights, was taken cap-
tive and carried to the tent of Saladin. He demanded of them to embrace
Islamism or die by the cimeter; they preferred death, and not a Knight
abjured his ereed. The deeds of this Order were daring, heroic and worthy
the days of Chivalry, At the siege of Acre, by two hundred thousand Mos-
lems, the Masters of the Templars and of 8t. John made their last effort in
defence of Syria. Nearly all the Templars died fighting where they stood ;
the Knights of St, John, having made a sortie, were all slain exvept seven,
who, with about an equal number of Templars, escaped, and Syria hecame
a Turkish province.

The history of this brotherhood ig illustrious, and rife with romantie
exploits, Their vast opulence and power, after the acquisition of Cypros,
excited the jealousy of Philip the Fair, King of France, and Pope Clement V.
Their Grand Master, Jacques de Molay, was summouned to France, and
repaiced there with sixty Knights. They were treacherously arrested, put to
the torture, and then martyred by a slow fire. De Molay and lhis brethren
were accused, most unjustly, of blasphemy, horrid mysteries and insatiable
ambition ; but they died yaliantly, protesting their innocence on that very
spot where now stands the statue of Henry IV. DMolay, from his funeral
pyre, summoned the King and the Pope to appear at the judgment seat within
twelve months ; and, though " they both outlived thav period, Plilip died so
goon after as to oceasion some doubt, in the minds of the believers in the
marvellous, whether his sudden death was not a fulfillment of the Grand
Master's prediction,'®

There is & elironological tablett of all the Grand Masters of this Order

* Chnmberg's Journal, t Freemasons' Monthly Magazine, vol, i. p, 170,
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from De Payens, in 1108, to Sir William Sidney Smith, late Admiral in the
British Navy, in 1838. In this list are some memorable names, including
three princes of the House of Bourbon. Among all the numerous Orders
conferred on Sir Sidney, that of the Templar's Cross was the most remarkable,
YUt i the selfsame ormament which hung suspended from the neck of the
chivalrous and adventurous Richard, the lion-hearted, during hiz crusade
against the Infidels in the Holy Land.”  Sir Sidney wore it before his death,
pendant to a gold chain. It was of pure gold, ndorned with rubies nnd gems,
and beautifally wrought ; so that the emeralds and precious stones hung like
“the glass drops of chandeliers.” A number of Knights of St. John, and
Templars, returned with Richard from Jerusalem, and loeated themselves in
Bristol, where they erected the Temple Church, and formed the Encampment
of Baldwin, which hias regularly hield its meetings and prescrved the costime,
usages and ceremonies of the Order to this day. There is also one at Bath,
nnd another at York, of ancient standing ; from England the Encampments
in this conntry derived their origin about A, 1. 1767,

As this Order was similar, in its foundation, to that of the Knights of Malta,
our identity with them as a Masonic Fraternity, would be equally clear. A
reference to the reign of Henry 11, A. 1. 1154, confirms this fact; for the
lodges in England were then superintended by Knights Templar. Indeed,
this was the principal cause of Papal jealousy, and the hostility of some
monarchs. The Pontiffs regnrded with suspicion their secret meetings and
influence. This Order flourished in Seotlund at an early period; and the
memory of Walter de Clifford, the companion of Robert Bruce, who fought
Ly his side at the battle of Bannockburn, is still dear to every Scotlish Knight ;
and Inotice in the account of a recent celebration, by the Encampment in
Edinburgh, that the assembled brethren were arrayed * with the roddy vross
blazoned on their mantles and tunies of white '—a badge of tho Templars
for more than seven handred yonrs.

If time permitted, it wonld be a pleasing task to trace the influence of
Associations at this day, on society. I might show their connection with
Religion, with the Arts and Sciences, with good government, and with every
thing which adorns, enlightens and blesses the human race. Commercial
associntions first wenkened, and then broke down, the iron despotism of the
Feudal system. 'To the strength and union of many minds, confederated for
one grand object, the civilized world owes much of its present prosperity.
Look at the doings of the Royal Society in England, and the Fronch Academy
and Institute at Paris, Look at the mighty achievements accomplished by
grent companies at home and abroad, in canals, manufacturing villages,
agrienltural seience, railronds, financial operations and inmumerable improve-
ments, which have elevated Christendom to such n height, that Millennial glory
is no longer a dream of the saint. Let the same progress be made in the next
five hundred years, which has marked the five preceding centuries, and will
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not the morning star of the long predicted daysbegin to shine? T might point
to the great Bible societies of England and America; to the eleemosynary and
missionary associations ; the astonishing Temperance movements ; the Society
for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge ; and the desive which seems to pervade
almost ull nations for the government of the Prinve of Peace, Compare these
biessings with the barbarity of warlike ages, and then judge if these anticipa-
.tions are not the result of sober reflection.  Is it not in the power of England,
Franee and the United States, even now to put an end to war in the civilized
world by their example ! It was an Arvabian proverh, that a drop added to a
drop constitutes the ocean; und well may the effect of so many drops of
individual effort, falling into separate rills, uniting in Iarger rivulets, and at last
fHowing into one vast strewm of influence, remind one of thatriver of the Apoea-
lypse, pure as crystal, on whose bank was the Tree of Life, the leaves of which
were for the healing of the nations!  And Lins Freemasonry no part nor lot in
these benevolentoperations ¢ Is her Institution—like some stupendons iveberg
floating on the sea of human society, glittering with rainbow hues and dazzling
the eye with the blaze of an orient sun on its steep and icy battlements—an
object of wonderment to the ignorant, and of alarm to the wise and prudent ?
Far otherwise.  Sho embraces members of all these associations in the arms of
bratherly love and affection; and among her sons will be found soldiers,
standurd bearers and often leaders in every noble and benevolent enterprise.

From the history of Freemasonry, which has now been presented to you, it
must be evident, my brethren, that it bears the marks of a very remote aftiquity.
As the Geologists have discovered in the secondary formation of the planet on
which we dwell, the fossil remains and exuvie of animals, whose vast magni-
tude nnd comparative anatomy evince an era, long anterior to any annals of
our race; so we may find in some of the usages and peculiarities of our In-
stitution, the vestiges of a society, antecedent to any record or aczount; and
we can brace, as it were, on the sandy shores of the past, the footsteps of n
mighty brotherhood, which, at one time, wandered in the labyrinth of
mythology ; at another, worshipped, in Ionian temples, The Cnknown God;
in Jerusnlem snw “the Sun of Righteousness arise with heallng . his wings, and
were the adorers of The Lovd wf' Hosis; and, under the vertical rays of
Chivistianity, walked in the heauty and glory of the day. In every stage of
its progress, il has embraced men of lofty intellect and virtue. It cast an
eternal splendor on the Temple of Jerusalem ; it clung, even in® martyrdom,
to the Holy Sepulchre; it sprung forward in the light of the Reformation,
partivipated in the great renovition of the human mind, and filled Europe
with arehitectural designs of Savacenic beauty ; it lnid the foundution of the
Republican Institutions of Englund wnd Amerien; and it is now the saered
retreat of men, as honorable as Burope or this country can boast, It dis-
tinguished or sclentific names ave needed to shield it from reproach or ridienle,
I could swamon a vagt company froin the dead and from the living, I could
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name kings, warriors and scholars, I see on the rolls of Masonry, names as
bright as ever blazed in the heraldry of renown. Sir Isanc Newton, the intel-
lectunl Locke, Frederie the Great, Lafayette, the fower of modern chivalry,
Sir Johun Moore, the hero of Corunna, Lord Nelson, Napoleon Bonaparte
and most of his Legion of Honor, Lord Wellington and Dugald Stewart, have
rushed to my remembrance as Masons. The late illustrions Duke of Sussex,
wiis for thirty years Grand Master of Masons in England,  Sir Walter Scott,
the great Unknown, was onr brother, and brothers wept at his funeral obsequies.
I mighit add, too, Thomns Moore, the poet of Lalla Rookh; but where ghall T
stop? TIreland would repeat, from her green mountains, the names of renowned
Knights, which Scotland would echo back again with the fame of her Highland
and Lowland heroes !

If our ceremonies were so ridiculons and our principles so corrupt as some
have represented, I would ask, how came such names as these on our roll?
How happens it, that in England, Ireland and Scotland, Masonry was never
more vigorous and honorable than at this very day? That in the United
States there are more than fourteen hundred lodges and seventy thousand Masons,
many of whom are among the most eminent and pions men in the community ¥
Look at the fifty-six signers of the Declaration of Independence, only four
were not Masons; at the list of past Presidents of the United States, and but
three were strangers to the Order.  Go into the Courts, the Council Chambers
and Legislative halls of the nation, and we shall find Patrick Ienry, Judge
Mnmhﬂl, De Witt Clinton, the immortal Franklin, the learned Gridley,
Livingston, the nccomplished civilian, the erudite Story, and how many more
the time would fiil me to point out, as the ornaments of the Fraternity. Go
to the grassy mound, where stands the monument of New England’s glory,
and of the first confliet in the Revolution; and the very ground you tread
upon was hallowed by the blood of Warren, our intrepid brother ; or muse on
the battle fields which gave us the vietory, and you will see Washington nnd
all his principal officers, except Benedict Arnold, the traitor ! were true and
faithful Masons,

And if you still doubt the value of our Institution, visit the anxious, brave
and suffering army which Washington commanded ; enter that traveling lodge
in the tented field; draw aside the curtain of that pavilion of the Brotherhood ;
and then gaze on the picture of chivalric, immortal Masonry | There stands
the angust form of the saviour of his country, in the midst of his gallant
officers, with the noble Lafayette by his side, cheering each other's sorrows by
those tokens, which can only be realized in the hour of danger; consecrating
their talents and their lives anew to the service of a bleeding land; and
embracing, for aught they knew for the last time, on the eve of to-morrow's
Dattle.

What would have been the feclings of that bund of brothers, if some one,
filled with the spirit of prophecy, had then risen in their lodge, and, drawing
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aside that awful veil which hangs over futurity, had said, “ The vista of
coming years is before me. You will save our country. The God of battles
is with you. A preat empire is starting into life. Swelling millions are
spreading over the hills and valleys, from the highlands of Quebee to the
Tocky Mountains,  The stars of our Republic are increasing; twenty-six
States T see already, as their astral banner wuves on the Capitoline mount by
the bLauks of the Potomae, On the shores of the ocean, rivers and lakes,
cities are looming up of magnificent dimensions, Our flag soars on every sea,
I hear the sound of the steam engine rolling over land and water; and already,
on the telegraphic wire, thought has begun to travel, with the speed of the
lightning, from one end of this Continent to the other. But pause :—dark
shadows are before my eyes. Fifty years will not have passed away before
our ancient and noble fraternity will be persceuted, reviled and set at nanght.
The lodge will be despised, and the budge of Masonry deemed a reproach.
Apostates, enemies and fanatics will gather all their forees in one sweeping
torrent of extermination of the lrotherhood! The end I know not. The
veil is elosed. I ean see no further.”

What would hnve been the reply of that exalted brother, whom no danger
could appal, no adversity dismay ? Would he not have calmly said: * Fear
not wy brethren. Masonry may again, as ihas in times past, suffer perse-
cution. It is the fate of everythigg on earth that is excellent. The confliet,
when public opinion becomes peﬁrted by prejudice and ignorance, may be
terrible ; but time will correct such erfors.  Our fraternity must and will sur-
vive the shock. Thave no fears concerning its duration. I know its mysteries.
1 venerate the virtues of an Institution * whose liberal principles are founded
on the immutable laws of truth and justice,” Others may wax cold, or even
become hostile to its interests; but © my attachment to the society of which
we are members, will dispose me always to contribute my best endeavors to

promote the honor and intereat of the craft.’ ''®

Would not such have been the answer of that illustrious man, who, in 1788,
was Master of the Alexandria Lodge, and a lock of whose hetir is now cherished,
an a saered velie, in a golden wrn, by the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, to
whom he addressed some of the very sentiments I have just quoted?

And now, M. W. Master and Brethren, let me eongratulate you on the
prospect before us. Freemasonry was never more prosperous, at home or
abroad, than at this time. Let us preserve inviolate the ancient landmarks of
the Ovder, and endeavor so to live, that we may die good men and true, Many
and happy have been the hours, in a more gladsome day of my lite, which I
have spent with the Fraternity, long, long ago. I know not that they will
ever return, for my desting leads me to dwell among strangers.  But it will
ever be a consolation to me, to reflect, that, through “evil report and good

—

* Spe Washington’s Lutters to the Grand Lodge of MassacLusetts, in 1792 and 1797,
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report,” T have stood by the Institution, and never had one jot or tittle of
doubt as to its utility and excellence. Whatever may be my fortune in life, T
shall always look back with satisfaction on those days when I fult the mystic
tie in the sacred retreat of friendship, as amony the sunny spots of an existenee,
which has not passed without some trials “ where thie heart knoweth its own
bitterness,"”

Though my remarks have been lengthened beyond my expectation, by the
importance of the subject, and though 1 have omitted many facts in our history,
which I would gladly have presented to your notice, yet 1 cannot close this
address, better than in the exquisite lines of Burns, a brother, and the swectest
poet of Scotland :

U Adien! a heart-warm, fond adien!

Dear Brothers of the mystic tie!

Ye favor'd, ye enlighten'd few,
Companlons of my social joy!

Though I to forelgn lands must hie,
Pursulng Fortune's slidd’ry ba',

With melting heart, and brimful eye,
' mindl your still, though far awa’,""®

Hymn. *“Mark wlere friends united stand.”
Benediction.
The scrvices were all of a very Migh order, and commanded
the unqualified approbation, not ‘only of Masons, but all others
who were auditors on the oecasion.

On the conclusion of these exercises the procession was
re-formed and proceeded to the Exchange Hall, where the brethren
partook of a sumptuons dinner, provided by O. P, Thorp of the
Elm IMouse. This was truly a warm-hearted, cold water celebra-
tion, and seemed unusually happy.

There were several sentiments and addresses on the occasion.

R. W. Jaaxes L. Cuiwp, presiding, after congratulating the
brethren on the auspicious circumstances of the oceasion, re-
marked—

That the storm of persecution, which for many years had been howling in
the land against our peaceful institution, had at length gone over.  We bowed
our heads and let it pass, We did not enter into the strife—did not retaliate
—this would not have been consistent with our principles.  We meckly waited

#Nore. As originally published there were appended to this address many valuable,
Jearned and Interesting notes, which not having been delivered, It has been deemed
expedient Lo omit in this reprint,
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for the blast to be spent.  Tumanity suffered, but not the principles of Free-
musgonry, The benevolent operation of the Society necessarily became more
limited. TTearts Bled that might have been comforted. Orphan cries were
Ticard that might lave been hushed—widows' tears were shed that might have
been dried up—but our prineiples came out as gold from the refiner’s crucible
—unseathed, unharmed.  All this, however, has not heen without some henefit
—it as read us alesson of eaution, as to our admissions, which we shall be
wise to heed. Our march is now onward. Of this fact we have the most
pratifying evidence from all quarters, Many of onr lodges are in netive
operation—many prossed with applieations which they ean searcely find time
to attend to. Our Foreign Correspondence is full of encouragement for the
progent and bright hopes for the future.  Let us all he actite aud diligent in
our respective spheres of Masonie influence, and not deprive ourselves of the
high enjoyments nnd blessed hopes that are within our reach. Awmong the
pleasant incidents of this occasion, is the presence of several distinguished
brethren from other States, and one from the “lone stax” of Texas; all of whom
we heartily weleome among us, and from whom we hope to hear in the course
of the afternoon.

He then gave the following sentimept :

Our Masonic Brethren of Toxas—No politieal or legislative act of annexution
is necessary to bind us together asfhrethren.

R. W. Bro, Teunox, a member of the Grand Lodge of Texas,
veplied as follows;

Maost Warshipful Grand Master and Brethren :—Termit me, in the name and
in behalf of the Masonie Fraternity of the Republic of Texas, to respond to
those noble sentiments we have just heard so eloquently expressed by tle
Chair.  In so doing, I may, perhaps, be allowed to cangratulute Freemasonry
on its extension with and prevalence in almost every portion of the habitable
globe, Asits langunage is nniversal, so are its principles general. Its doe-
trines are pure and moral, Its charities are without parade or ostentation,
but no less certain, The formidable prejudices, which were of old arrayed
against our Order, are rapidly giving place to better and more generous feel-
ings ; the gloom which so long pervaded our Temple has been dissipated, and
the eraflsman is again enabled to pursue his lebors ; even the female portion of
the community is becoming reconciled to an Institution, which, while it
excludes them from a participation in its peculiar mysteries, they now per-
ceive enlightena the minds of their husbands, fathers and brothers ; an Insti-
tution which rebukes the drunkard, renounces the gambler, discountenances
the profane swearer, and discards him who would pollute woman's innocence,
or lessen her moral worth ; an Institution which ecomforts the mourner, soothes
the afilicted, supports the widow and protects the orphan. As our principles
become more generally known, they will be Dbetter appreciated; nud I trust
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the time is near at hand when the proud tridmphs of Freemasonry will be
visible wherever the laws are respected, und a just and liberal government
exists; for there only can we expect it to flourishi—despotism and Masonry
never can long agree, nor both prosper in the same land, for their principles
are opposed. It is true the Institution of Freemasonry does not interfere with
the political institutions of any ecountry, and we hold every Mason who does
not obey the laws and strictly perform nll the dutics of a good citizen, as
unworthy of the name of “brother;” but, it is no less true, the Masonie vir-
tues of justice, equality and integrity, as typificd by the square, the level and
the plumb, can never flourish in the same atmosphere with tyranny ; lence it
is that we so often find despots waging war agoinst our Order—attempting
the demolition o®its temples, the suppression of its principles—the diepersion
of its members.

On the present occasion I would allude to another henefit conferred by
Freemasoury—one, that to the citizen of the world is great and important. 1
eame lere a stranger, and have been in this ity but little over twelve hours,
and now behold the large circle of friends, of brothers gathered around me,
ready to assist and protect me, ghould my necessities require either assistance
or protection, Brethren, this is a great advantage ;—wherever we mect u
Mason—we meet o brothier and a friend.

To most of you the actual condition of Freemasonry in Texas is unknown,
In faet I have found some of my brethren ignorant of the existence of a Grand
Lodge in that Republie; yet, there is not only a Grand Lodge of Texas, hut
also a Grand Royal Arch Chapter. The former has under its jurisdietion
thirteen lodges in good standing. The latter four Chapters. Tlere is also
one Chapter working under the General Grand Chapter of the United Stutes.
It is computed that there are five hundred Masons in Texas, two hundred of
whom belong to the Royal Craft; certainly a large number, when we consider
that the total population of the Republic does not much exceed one hundred
thousand. Texas is emphatically a Masonie country; all of our Presidents
and Vice Presidents, and four-fifths of' our State officers, were and are Masons ;
our national emblem, the “ Lone Star,” was chosen from among the emblems
selected by Freemasonry to illustrate the moral virtues, It is a five-pointed
~ Star and alludes to the five points of Fellowship: may it ever bind us in the
holy bond of Fraternal Union, and govern our socinl, Masonic and political
intercourse !

The subject of “annexation™ has been alluded to; but this is to me on the
present occasion, o senled question; for, as Masons, we cannot discuss or
entertain politics.

In conclusion permit me to offer as a sentiment—

The Grand Lodyes of Maine and Texas~May the Magonic Fraternity of the
two countries never lose sight of the Five Points of Fellowship, and be ever
governed in all their relations by the Square, the Level and the Plumb,
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M. W. Asxzr B. Tuomrsox, Past Grand Master, after making
some appropriate and very aceeptable remarks, gave as a senti-
ment—

The Orator of the Day~LElaborate, eloquent and chaste, his address has done
equal honor to himself and the Fraternity.

R.W. Jonx I Surrearp, after replying in his usual felicitous
manner to the toast, made some very interesting and touching
allusions to the character of our late venerated and excellent
Brother, the lamented Rey, Dr. Tnaporvs Masox Hapnis, Ie
deseribed him not only as an ornament to the fratemity for which
he 5o long and usefully labored by his numerous addresses and
published writings, but in all the walks of private life, as well as
in the sacred office of a Christian Minister which he sustained
until his decease, and ealled upon all the brethren to follow Lis
footsteps, in Lis Inborious zeal and uneeasing efforts to ditfuse the
blessings of the Ovder. 1lIe spoke of the importance of diffusing
more widely a knowledge of our principles, and with this view
recommended the brethren to contribute to the cireulation of that
useful and well conducted periodical, “The Freemasons” Monthly
Magazine,” published in Boston by Bro. Charles W. Moore,

ITe then gave a sentiment—

Our lamented Brother, the Rew. Doct, Iarris—His life was n living epistle of
all that is good, and we cannot better cherish his memory than by imitating
Lis virtues.

W. C.Gavrox Prexaan, Master of St. John's Lodge, Boston,
vesponded also to the enlogium pronounced upon Dr. Thamis, in

the following remarks:

You could not have ecalled on me, M. W, in a manner more gratifying to my
feelings, than to afford me an opportunity of alluding to the character of our
late Brother, Thaddeus Mason Harris. Ie was in truth through life, faithful
to his sense of duty; his last faltering footsteps leading him to the Masonie
temple in the city, thus following out even unto the end his true principle of
love to God and love to man. After expressing to you my thanks for the
kindness with which I have been reccived, you will allow me, as Master of
the oldest lodge in the United States, and not a young man myself, to express
to yon my opinion of our Institution. The leading characteristies of religion
and benevolence are most peculiar and strong. It is in the first place an
attempt to bring together on one common level, those who believe in the
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existence of Deity. Tt has sometimes Leen contrasted with Christianity ;
there is no oceasion for this; since the Institution of Christianity, Masonry
has shown her reverence for it, by adopting as her patron saints two most
eminent men, one, the immediate forerunner of the Saviour, and the other,
the most eminent example of Christian tirtue which the world ever heheld.
Masonry is peculiar in its religious character. Tt is so, in the second place, in
its benevolence ; its benevolence Lieing exerted in bringing forward the strongest
individual effort of its members upon their fellows, instead of the concentrated
effort of common charitics ; and the ceremonial of the society is caleulated to
draw forth these exertions in the highest degree.  This distincetion is important,
You will allow me, M. W., before T conclude, to use one word of exhortation
to our younger hmethren ; earnestly urging them to walk worthy of the voeation
whercehy they are called, as children of light ; to let not their good be evil spoken
of; and to follow out, in netion and detail, those high principles, which marked
the course of that distinguished brother, to whom I first alluded, and whicl
lead most direetly to the only source of light and truth. T give youasa
sentiment—

Masonry in Maine and Massachusstis—Separated by territory, may it ever
remain united in affection.

R, W. Jonn T, Parxe, Esq, also addressed the meeting in a
short but pertinent speech, and gave a sentiment which was well
received. .

Our venoerable Brother Tuosas, of Conecord, N. 1L, responded
with much feeling to the memory of Dr. Harris, and spoke of
other bright luminavies who had shed equal lustre upon the
Masonie Fraternity and the age in which they lived, whose labors
had ceaged among men, and gave as a sentiment—

Washington, Franklin and Lafuyeite—Three Great Lights in the Masonic
Temple.

Sentiments were given and remarks made by others, but
not taken down at the time. The weather was delightful, and
the whole celebration honorable to the fraternity. The Address
aceupied nearly two hours, and yet was so full of interesting
facts, couched in language so elegnnt, accompanied by a manner
g0 eloquent that none seemed weary, and all went away highly
delighted.

After the services of the table were over, the Grand Lodge
returned to their ITall and resumed labor,
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On motion of R. W. A. B. Thompson,

Valed, That the thanks of the Grand Lodge be presented to R. W. Bro.
Joux H. Suepranp, for his able and appropriate address to-day, and that
Fifty Dollars be appropriated toward its publication in connection with the
Proceedings of the Grand Lodge, at this adjourned Communieation ; tirea
bundred copies thereof to be delivered by the publisher to the Grand Re-
cording Secretary for distribution, and the money to be paid by tbe Grand
Treasurer when the same shall be so delivered.

Votad, That the thanks of this Grand Lodge be presented to the propri-
etors of the First Parish for the use of their chureli—to the Rev. Brethren
who have officiated so ably as Chaplains—to the chair of singers who have
given us their services to.day—to the several Masonie bodies whose at-
tendance has contributed largely to the interest of the gecasion.

R. W. Bro. Trurox presented to the Grand Master, which
was read to the Grand Lodge, eredentials from the Grand Lodge
of Texas, duly authenticated, appointing him as a delegate to
the Masonic bodies in England and Ameriea, and authorizing
him to enter into arrangement for the establishment of a more
frequent and intimate correspondence, and appointmenf mntual-
ly of resident proxies. He made some interesting remarks upon
the benefits to be derived from snch an arrangement. and asked
this Grand Lodge to take some action npon the proposition
whicli he now made.

The subject was referred to R. W. James L. Child, R. W.
Abner B. Thompson and W. A. H. Putney, with instructions to
report this evening.

Adjourned to half past 7 o'clock this evening.

Evexineg—DMet according o adjournment.

The following report was presented:

The Comnmittee Lo whom was referved the proposition of the Grand Lodge
of Texas, made in the person of their accomplisbed and intelligent repre-
sentative and proxy, R. W. George K. Teulon, for a more perfect dnd fre-

25
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quent inter-communication, have had the subject under consideration, and
report that this Grand Lodge have been highly gratified with the intelligence
of the tlourishing condition of Masonry in our sister Republic of Texas, and
most cheerfully respond to the proposition to hold intimate and frequent in-
tercourse with its Grand Lodge, and that this Grand Lodge will forward to
it from time to time its printed documents, and such other papers as may be
deemed useful or interesting, and that the Worshipfal Grand Master from
time to time be anthorized and requested to appoint a resident Past Master
of Texas, as proxy to the Grand Lodge of that Republie, whose duty it shall
be to represent the interests of the Grand Lodge in that Most Worshipful
body, in accordance with masonic usage.

JAMES L. CHILD,
ABNER B. THOMPSON, ~ Committee.
ALEX., H. PUTNEY,

Read and unanimously adopted.

On motion,

Voted, That the Grand Treasurer be authorized to defray the personal
expenses of the Orator of the day in traveling from Boston to this city,
during his stay here, and while returning home.

On motion of R. W. A. B. Thompson,

Voted, That the Grand Treasurer be authorized to pay the incidental ex-
penses attending the use of the Masonie Hall, and also of Rev. Dr. Nichols’
Chureh, on this oceasion.

On motion,

Voted, That R. W. James L. Child, A. H. Putney and H. H. Boody, be a
Committee to ascertain what working tools and regalia of the Grand Lodge
are deficient, and supply the same, and to procure a suitable Standard for
the use of the Grand Lodge, and that the Grand Treasurer pay for the same.

Attest, CALEB CHASE, G. See, pro tem.



1845.]

Grand Lodge of Maine. 387

ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.

1845.

The Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine
was holden at Masons’ Hall, in Portland, on Thursday, the 16th
day of January, A. D, 1845,
PrESENT—R. W, JAMES L. CHILD,

«  ALEX. H. PUTNEY,
“  ABNER B. THOMPSON,
“  HENRY H. BOODY,

“ CALEB CHASE,

“  JOIN C. HUMPHREYS,
“  WILLIAM A. DREW,

“  CYRUS CUMMINGS,

“  LORY BACON,

« LEVI P. LEMONT,

“  NELSON RACKLYFT,

«  JOHN B. HUDSON,

«  EPHRAIM BROWYN,

“  JAMES McARTHUR,

«  JOHN HATCH,

“  STEPHEN SWETT,

«  SIMON FOSS,

(irand Master, p. t.
8, G. Warden, p. £
J. G. Warden, p. t.
Grand Treasurer.
Ree. G. Secretary, p. t.
Grand Marshal.
Grand Chaplain.
o 0
8. G. Deacon, p. t.
J. G. Deacon, p. &
Grand Steward, p. f.
G. Sword Bearer, p. .
Grand Pursuivant, p. .
" o "
Grand Tyler, p. 1.
D. D. Grand Master,

PAST GRAND OFFICERS PRESENT.
M.W. CHARLES FOX, Past G. Master.

*  REUEL WASHBURN, Past G. Master.
“  ASAPH R. NICHOLS, Past D. G. Master.

Lodges represented :

1. Porrraxp, by Samuel Chase, M.; James MecArthur, S. W.; Isaac In-
gersoll, J. W.
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8. Usitep, by J. C. Humphreys, M,; Abner B. Thompson, 8. W,

12. Creaprrraxp, by William Stevens, M.; John Hateh, 8. W.

14. Souaw, by Levi P. Lemont, 8, W.; Richard P, Smith, J, W.

17. Axciext Laso-Marx, by Daniel Winslow, M.; Charles Fobes, S. W.;
William Allen, J. W,

21, Omimxtan Srag, by Joseph 8, Sargent, Proxy.

23. Frerront, by Asa Bailey, J. W, o

27, Apoxiram, by Arthur MeArthur, M, ; Robert Cole, J. W.; J. B. Cahoon,
Proxy.

356. Berntenrs, by Lory Bacon, M.; William A. Drew, Proxy.

68, Uwirr, by Cyras Cummings, Proxy.

A number of visiting brethren were present.

The Grand Lodge was opened in due form; a prayer was
offered up by Bro. William A. Drew, of Augusta.

The Committee of Finance presented their Annual Report on
the Grand Treasurver’s account, exhibiting his receipts and dis-
bursements :

By which it appears that the amount of the receipts from all sources into

the Treasury the past year was $449.80
And the amount paid out was 267.36
Leaving a balance in the hands of the Treasurer, of 182,50

It also appears by said report, that the available property belonging to the
Grand Lodge, consisted of

20 shares of the capital stock of the Canal Bank in Portland.

10 shares of the eapital stock of the Casco Bauk in Portland,

b shares of the capital stock of the Freeman’s Bank in Angusta,

Also a small dividend yet to be received on the stock owned by the Grand
Lodge in the Bank of Portland, on a final adjustment of the concerns of said
Bank.

The communications relating to the Foreign Correspondence,
were, on motion referred to a Committee, consisting of R. W,
Bros. Samuel Fessenden, James B. Cahoon and Arthur MeArthar,
with instruetions to report at the adjournment of this meeting.

A communiecation was received from Bro. West, of Alna, ac-
knowledging the receipt of a donation from the Grand Lodge,
by the hands of Bro. Daniel Carleton, Jx.

The Committee, consisting of R. W. Bros. James L, Child,
Charles Fox and Joln C. Humphreys, to whom was referred the
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petition of Bros. Thomas 8. Bowles et als. of Dath, praying for
the restoration of the charter of Solar Lodge ; also the petition
of Nathaniel Stevens et als. of Hallowell, praying for the restor-
ation of the charter and jewels of Kennebee Lodge—which char-
ters had some years since bheen surrendered to the Grand Lodge,
reported, recommending that the prayer of the said lodges, ve-
spectively, be granted,

The same Committee, to whom was veferred the petitions of
8t. Croix Lodge, nt Calais, and Rising Virtue Lodge, at Bangor,

and Lygonia Lodge, at Surry—uvepresenting that their charters
had been lost, and praying for a renewal of said charters, re-
ported—that they recommend that the prayer of said petitions

be granted,

The same Committee, to whom was referred the petition of
Mosaie Lodge, at Sangerville, for the removal of said lodge to
Dover or Foxeroft, as they may deem advisable ; and of Penob-
scot Lodge, at Garland, for leave to remove said lodge to Dex-
ter; and said petitions having received the approbation of the
Distriet Deputy Grand Master of that Masonic District—the
Committee reported, recommending that the prayer of said peti-
tions be granted ; which report was aceepted.

Communieations were received from R. W. Joseph Hockey,
D. D. G. Master of the 5th Masonie Distriet; and also from
R. W, Bimon Foss, D. D. G. Master of Tth Masonie Distriet, and
from R, W. Cornelius Holland, D. D. G. Master of the 2d Ma-
sonie¢ Distriet, and placed on the files.

Returns were received from the following lodges and placed
on file, viz:

Adoniram TLodge, at Limington; Bethlehem Lodge, at Augusta; Unity
Lodge, at Freedom; Ovient Lodge, at Thomaston; Penobscot Lodge, at
Dexter ; Rising Virtue Lodge, at Bangor.

The Grand Treasurer was authorized to pay the bill of Messrs.
Severance and Dorr, against the Grand Lodge, for printing,
without deduction, if none could voluntarily be obtained,

The following Resolution was submitted by M. W. Bro. Reuel
Washburn :
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Resolved, That the alteration of the By-Laws of this Grand Lodge, adopted
in January, A. 1. 1842, authorizing the ‘Trustees of the Charity Fund of the
Graud Lodge to appropriate and apply, annually, for the purposes of Masonie
Charity, a sum not exceeding two hundred dollars from the prineipal of said
fund, be rescinded.

The consideration of which resolution was referred to Bros.
Reuel Washburn, Charles Fox and Wm. A. Drew, with instrue-
tioms bo report at the next communication of this Grand Lodge,
in June next, and to be sent out to the several lodges in the
mean time, in compliance with the By-Laws.

R. W. Alex. H. Putney, from the Committee on the Reduction
of Fees, stated that the Committee had not attended to the sub-
jeet referred to them ;—that two of the members of said Com-
mittee were then absent. Whereupon, on motion, it was voted
to add two other brethren to serve on said Committee ; and Bros.
Reunel Washburn and Richard Smith were added.

The Committee on the Reduction of Fees, reported—

That the interest of Masoury wounld be best promoted by reducing the feeg
for the first three degrees of Masonry to the sum of sixteen dollars.

Which report was therenpon debated ; and, it being suggested
that the record was not in accordance with the views of the
original mover of the resolution for a diminution of fees (the
record stating the maximum, instead of the minimum sum to be
received), the rveport, on a vote being taken, was negatived.
Whereupon, M. W. Bro. Washburn offered the following Reso-
lution :

Resolved, That the 8th Seetion of 4th Chapter of the By-Laws of this
Grand Lodge be altered, by substituting “Sizteen " instead of “Nineteen,”
so Lhat the fees to be regnired for conferring the first three degrees in Ma-
sonry, shall not be less than Sizfeen dollars.

And R. W. Bro. Asaph R. Nichols offered the following reso-
lution :

Resoloed, That the 8th Section of 4th Chapter of the By-Laws of this
Grand Lodge be so amended, that the fees for conferring thbe first three
degrees in Masonry, shall not be less whan fifteen dollurs,

Which several resolutions were referred to Bros. John C.
Humphreys, of Brunswick, Wm. A. Drew, of Augusta, and
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Samuel Chase, of Portland, with instructions to report thereon
at the communication of the Grand Lodge in June next—previ-
ous thereto that they be sent out to the several subordinate
lodges, in conformity with Chapter 2, Section 9, of the By-Laws.

The Committee who had under eonsideration the resolution
offered by R. W. Bro. Putney, at the Annual Communication of
the Grand Lodge, January, 1844—fo amend the By-Laws, Chap-
ter 1, Section 3, by striking out the third Thursday of January,
and ingerting therefor the 234 of June, exeept when that day
comes on the Sabbath, in which case the Annual meeting shall
be Lield on the 24th day of June. Also, that Chapter 2, Section
4, be so altered as to be in conformity thereto—

Report, That having considered the same, they do recommend to the
Grand Lodge its adoption.

Which report was aceepted.
On motion of Bro. A. B, Thompson, it was

Voted, That the time of meeting of the Grand Lodge, be altered to 9
o'clock A. M., until otherwise ordered.

On motion, it was
Voted, That the Grand Lodge now proceed to the choice of officers,

Bros. Charles Fox and James MeArthur, were appointed a
Committee to receive, sort and count the votes for Grand Officers,
to be elected by ballot, who having attended to the duty assigned
them, veported the unanimous election of the following Brethren,
viz:

M. W, JOHN T, PAINE, of Sanford, Grand Master,

R. W. ALEX. [I. PUTNEY, of Portland, S8enior Grand Warden.

R. W.JOHN C. HUMPHREYS, of Brunswick, Junior Grand Warden,
R, W. HENRY H. BOODY, of Portland, Grand Treasurer.

R. W. CHARLES FOX, of Portland, Recording Grand Secretary.

Bros. Charles Fox, Joseph M. Gerrish and Daniel Winslow,
were chosen a Committee of 1Minance for the ensuing year.

Voted, That when this Grand Lodge adjourn, it adjourn to meet at Masons'
Hall, at 7 P. M., on Thursday, January 30, 1845,

Voled, To adjourn.

Attest, CHARLES FOX, L. G. Secretary.
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Masowxs” Hawny, Portland, Jan. 30, 1845,

Presext—M. W. JOHN T. PAINE,

k. W. ALEX. H. PUTNEY,
*  THOMAS 5. BOWLES,
a HENRY H. BOODY,
o CHARLES FOX,
“  JONATHAN SMITH,
“  CYRUS CUMMINGS,

The Grand Lodge met according to adjournment,

Grand Master.

5. G Wanlen,

J. G. Warden, p. &
Grand Treasurer.
Ree. G. Seeretary.
Grand Marshal.
Grand Chaplain.

= NELSON RACKLYFT, S. G. Deacon.

" CHARLES FOBES, J. G. Deacon, p. b
*  CHARLES B. SMITH, Graud Steward.
" ISAAC INGERSOLL, o *

“  STEPHEN SWETT, Grand Tyler.

PAST OFFICER PRESENT.
R, W, JOIIN MILLER, P. D. G. Master.

A large number of visiting brethiren were present.

Lodges represented :

PORTLARD, by James MeArthur, S. Warden.
Isaae Ingersoll, J. Warden
CUMBERLAND, by William Stevens, Master.

John Hateh, J. Warden,
Daniel Winslow, Master.
Charles Fobes, 8. Warden,
William Allen, J. Warden.

AxcieNT Lasp-Marrk, by

Oniexr, by James F. Young, Proxy.
S1. Gronee, by Jobtim Miller, Proxy.
AURORA, by Jobu Miller, Proxy.

SOoLAR, by Thomas S. Bowles, Master.
Usity, by Cyras Cammings, Proxy.
ADONIRAM, by Arthur McArthur, Master.

The Grand Lodge was opened in ample form,

The M. W, Grand Master returned his thanks to the members
of the Grand Lodge, in a very appropriate address, for the honor
they had conferred in electing him to preside over their meet-
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ings for the ensuing year; and in accepting the office of Grand
Master, he tendered to them his best services and utmost efforts
to promote the cause of Masonry.

M. W. Charles Fox, P. G. Master, being the oldest Past Grand
Officer present, was called on to officiaate in the ceremonies of
inducting our M. W. Bro. John T. Paine to the chair and install-
ing him Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Maine ; which was
done in due and ample form, according to ancient usage.

The M. W. Grand Master then proceeded to install the other
officers that had heen elected by ballot, to their respective offices.

The M. W. Grand Master was then pleased to make the fol-
lowing appointments, which were announced by the Grand Mar-
shal :

I W. ASAPH R. NICHOLS, of Aungusta, Deputy Grand Master.

“  NATIAN C. FLETCHER, of East Thomaston, C. G. Secretary.
“  JONATHAN SMITH, of Westbrook, Grand Marshal.

*  ALLEN H. COBB, of Durham, Grand Chaplain.
“  CYRUS CUMMINGS, of Westbrook, *“ w
“  WILLIAM A. DREW, of Augusta, " -
“  CYRIL PEARL, of Harrison, ¥ "

" NELSON RACKLYFT, of Portland, S. G, Deacon.
= FRYE HALL, of Belfast, J. G. Deacon.
“  CIHARLES B, SMITH, of Portland, Grand Steward.

“ MATTHEW HASTINGS, of Calais, b
“ THOMAS 8. BOWLES, of Bath, “ e
“  OLIVER HALE, of Bridgton, " 3

“  ASA BAILEY, of Freeport, G. Sword Bearer.

“  JOSIAH PIERCE, of Gorham, Grand Pursuivant.
*  SAMUEL BRADLEY, of Hollis, * o

*  STEPHEN SWETT, of Portland, Grand Tyler.

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

First District—R. W. Joseph Smith, of Cumberland.

Secone District—R. W. Henry C. Buswell, of Fryeburg.
Third District—R. W. Joseph R, Abbott, of Augusta.
Tourth District—R. W, Elisha Harding, of East Thomaston.
Fifth District—R. W. Joseph Hockey, of Freedom.

Sixth District—R. W, Jeremiah Fowler of Lubec.

Seventh District—R W, Simon Foss, of Dexter.

Eighth District—R. W, Arthur MeArthur, of Limington,
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All of whom were presented, themselves or by proxy, and
duly installed to their respective offices by the M. W. Grand
Master.

Bro. Alexander H. Putney, from the committee who had been
appointed at a former meeting to procure a Grand Lecturer, re-
ported, that Bro. John Miller, of Warren, had been engaged for
this purpose.

Ero. Miller being present, informed the G. Lodge that he
would attend to the duties of Grand Lecturer, and nse his ut-
most endeavors to preserve the ancient land-marks and promote
the cause of Masonry—and that he would visit all the lodges
under his jurisdietion, when seasonably notified ; but if he sould
not conveniently attend at the time required, he would do so as
early as possible, or send some suitable person for that purpose.

On motion, it was

Voted, That the Grand Lecturer be anthorized to employ some proper
person as a Sub Grand Lecturer, to oceasionally attend when he himself
should not be able—upon terms not exceeding those of his own appointment.

R. W. Bro. Putney offered the following resolution :

Resolved, That the vote passed by this Grand Lodge, in January, 1842,
whereby the dues from the several subordinate lodges were remitted until
otherwise ordered, be so far rescinded as to require the subordinate lodges
to pay the fees required of them by the By-Laws of the Grand Lodge, for
each candidate initiated, from and after this date.

Which resolution, on being seconded, was adopted by the
Grand Lodge.

On motion, it was

Voled, That there be paid to Bro. Caleb Chase, out of the funds of the
Grand Lodge, the sum of six dollars, for his services as Grand Secretary pro
tem. in June last, and on the 16th inst.

Bro, Daniel Winslow offered the following resolution ;

Resolved, That the 4th Chapter, 11th section, of the By-Laws be amended,
by striking out * two dollars for every person initiated therein,” and insert-
ing “10 per cent. upon such amount as shall be received for initiation, craft-
ing and raising.”
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Which, in eonformity to the By-Laws, was referred to Bros.
John €. Humphreys, Wm. A. Drew and Samuel Chase, being
the same Committee who now have under consideration other
contemplated alterations of said laws respecting the reduction of
fees, with instructions to report at the next communication of
this Grand Lodge.

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence presented their rve-
port—which, on motion, was accepted and ordeved to be printed

with the Communications of this Grand Lodge,
REPORT.

We have examined communieations containing 8 journal of their proceed-
ings for the past year of the Grand Lodges of Massachusetts, New York,
Rhode Island, Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Mississippi, Virginia, New
Hawmpshire, Indiana, Maryland, Connecticut, Kentucky, Missouri, Wisconsin,
Towa, Florida and of the republic of Texas: from the Grand Royal Arch
Chapters of Tennessee, Virginia and Kentucky: and a communieation con-
taining the proceedings of the National Masonic Convention, held at Bal-
timore, May, 1843, upon which communieations, except the latter, no action
seems Lo your Committee to be required, exeept to reciprocate these courte-
sies and seek to extend our correspondence by ecausing our Secretary,
promptly to forward our proceedings, not only to the above, but all the
Grand Lodges in the Union, and thereby elicit their correspondence. Much
valuable information enlonlated to give impulse to our cause, is derived from
extensive corregpondence with other Grand Lodges, through the mediom of
which we avail ourselves not only of their own, but the most important facts
of those with whom they are in correspondence.

We have examined the proceedings of the National Masonic Convention,
held at Baltimore, in May, 1843, which was beld in pursuance of a recom-
mendation of the Masonie Convention, held at Washington, D. C., in March,
1842,

The Convention at Baltimore was organized May 8, 1843, and twelve
Grand Lodges of the United States were there represented with one delegate
each. The alleged objeet of this convention was two fold.

1. To produce uniformity of Masonic work,

2. To recommend sueh measures as shall iend to the elevation of this
order to its due degree of respect throughout the world at large.

The Convention adopted a code of By-Laws composed of eight sections ;
one of which was—

Secriow 3. The several Grand Lodges, which may adopt the foregoing
rules, shall, at their Annual Communication, next before the last of March,
1846, and at corresponding meetings, every third year thereafter, elect or
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appoint, in such manner as they cach, respectively, may think proper, one
trusty, well skilled Bro, Master Mason (a resident of the State within which
the Grand Lodge is held of which he is a representative), o representative in
said Convention.  And it was by a resolution of the Convention, * recom-
mended to the several Grand Lodges of the United States, that if they think
proper to adopt the foregoing rules for establishing the Conveution, that
they will do so by adopting the following form of Resolution :

Resolved, By the Grand Lodge of the State of , that the * Rules for
the organization and establishing a Grand Convention of Aneient, Free and
accepted Masons, as passed by the Convention of Masons at the meeting in
May, in the year 1843, in Lhe city of Baltimore, composed of eight sections,
as the same are set forth in the printed proceedings theseof, be, and the
same are hereby adopted by this Grand Lodge.

The Committee on Work, at the National Convention, reported a system
called the Masonic Trestle Board, which bas been published and promulgated.
Concerning this system we find, by examination of the proceedings in several
Grand Lodges, there is a discrepancy of opinion as to the propriety of its
adoption. Without expressing an opinion as 1o the merits of the systein, we
can only say that the Grand Lodge of Vieginia, who were associated with this
Conveution, bave given their decided reprobation of the Masonic ‘I'restle
Board, and have issued eirenlars to suppress its use. The Grand Lodge of
Pennsylvania disapproves of the system ; denies the authority of the Conven-
tion to establish one, and contends that as Masonry is co-extensive with the
nations of the earth, nothing short of a representation from each aud all
should attempt to revise (he system  Several other Grand Lodges of the
United States have approved what some hinve rejected,  This apparent want
of unanimity on a subject of such vital importance, is 1o be deeply regretted.
The subject of this Grand Lodge becoming A member of the National Ma-
sonic Triennial Convention, mnst necessarily be decided at our next Annual
Communication.

We have examined a communiention from the Grand Lodge of Georgia,
proposing, in conformity to a recommendation of the Baltimore Convention,
that a delegate be sent to Europe for the purpose of closely and thoroughly
examining the differences existing in Masonic work, in the Grand as well as
Subordinate Lodges of this country, and of the different countries of Burope ;
and after such examination, reporting to a General Grand Convoeation, and
that they recommend Bro. Johin Delafield, Jr., of Memphis, Tennessee, as
qualified to perform the duoties of this appoinuwent ; and that should a ma~
jority of the Grand Lodges of the United States agree to appoint him, he is
appointed ; thathe be requested to make all diligent seareh after archieologieal
documents bearing upon Masonry ; digest, and throw the same into the form
of a treatise, and present the copyright for it to the Trienuial Grand Con-
vention, to dispose of the proceeds thereof to the Grand Lodges of the
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United States who may concur in sending such delegate : which communiea-
tion we submit for the consideration of the Grand Lodge.

We have examined a ecommunication of the Grand Lodge of Georgia, ap-
pointing Bro. Howell Cobb, of Athens, to be its representative near this
Grand Lodge; and we would call the attention of the Grand Lodge to the
propriety of adopting the Representative system, as practiced by other Grand
Lodges.

A most interesting feature appears in the benevolent enterprises of the
Grand Lodge of Missouri, in the establishment of a Musonie College for the
education of indigent youth, The Grand Lodges of Kentueky, Mississippi,
Alabama and Virginia, bave also had the subject of the education of orphan
children under consideration. Such euterprises are too glorious to be appre-
cinted.

We regret that the short limits of a report does not enable us to spread
before you in detail, the many interesting Masonie facts with which the com-
munications to this Grand Lodge abound ; but our report, although a mere
outline of the rich treasures which we consign to the archives of the Grand
Lodge, is the result of much reading, selection and condensation. It was &
laborions, but a most delightful task.

In all the communications submitted to our consideration, we have discov
ered the most satisfactory and cheering proofs of the increased prosperity of
our ancient and honorable iostitution. The dark clouds which bad long
hung over us have disnppeared, and our paths are again illumined by the
glorvions orb of day., ‘The places laid waste by the croel and unrelenting
spirit of persceution which lately pervaded.onr country and dealt destruction
to our Order with an unsparing band, bhave survived the oppression of ber
enemies, and again appear in their wonted strength and beauty.

The implements of our profession are resumed and the eraft is set to work.
It must be the subject of sincere congratulation to every worthy brother,
that this martyr-like test of the Masonic integrity of our fraternity, adds
another to the many guarnnties, that the Great Avchitect of the Universe has
us in his holy keeping; that he will permit no weapons formed against us to
prosper; that he will set us to work, give us proper instruction in our labor,
and perpetuate our glorious and time honored institution to the end of time.

ARTHUR McARTHUR, per order
At the last Communication of this Grand Lodge, a letter was
réceived from Bro, Joseph Hockey, D, D. G. M. of fifth Masonic
district, and placed on the files.

On motion, it was
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Voted, To take said letter from the files, and that so much thereof as re-
lates to the proceedings of Amity Lodge, at Camden, be referred to a com-
mittee consisting of Bros. Jos. Hockey, of Freedom, John Miller, of Warren,

and Frye Hall, of Belfast, to investigate the same, and report to the Grand
Lodge.

Grand Lodge closed in ample form.

Attest, CHARLES FOX, Ree. G. Secretary.
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ANNUAL COMMUNICATION-
1845.

Tha Annnal Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine
was holden at Masons’ Hall in Portland, on the 23d day of June,
1845.

Present—R. W, ALEX, H. PUTNEY,
" “  JOHN C. HUMPHREYS,

G. Master, p. &
8. G. Warden, p. L.

v ABNER B. THOMPSON,

HENRY H. BOODY,
CHARLES FOX,

LORY BACON,
ROBERT R, KENDALL,

J. G. Warden, p. 1.
Grand Treasurer.
Grand Secretary.

8. G. Deacon, p. L

J. G. Deacon, p. £.

i FREEMAN BRADFORD, Grand Marshal, p. .

The Grand Lodge was opened in due form.

Lodges represented :

1. Porruaxp, by Samuel Chase, Master.
8. Ustrep, by John C. Humphreys, M.; Abner B. Thompson, S8, W,
12. Comseruasp, by John Hateh, S. W.; Charles Megquier, J. W.
16, Sr. Georae, by John Miller, Proxy.
17. Axciest Laxp-Marg, by Daniel Winslow, M. ; Charles Fobes, S. W.
23. Fueervort, by Robert R. Kendall, M.
27. Avposinam, by Arthur McArthur, M.
31, Usiox, by C. B. Smith, Proxy,
50. Avnona, by Charles W. Snow, Proxy.

A Letter of Invitation was received from a Committee of King
Solomon’s Lodge, in Charlestown, Mass., in which a Committee
of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts unite, inviting this Grand
Lodge to attend a Masonic Celebration, and the Dedication of a
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Model of the 01d Monument, ereeted by said Lodge in 1794, to
the wemory of Gen, Josepn Warrey and his Associates; which
Model hus been placed within the Bunker Hill Monument, at
Charlestown.

Aceepted and ordered to be placed on file,

The following Resolntion was then submitted for the consid-
eration of the Grand Lodge, viz:

“ Rosoived, That the 3d Seetion of Chapter 1st, and the 4th Section of
Chapter 2d of the By-Laws of the Grand Lodge, be so altered and amended
as that the Annnal Communication for the choice of officers and the trans-
action of business, shall be on the first or third Wednesday of May, at 9
o'clock A. M.™

Committed to Bros. Harding, of Thomaston, Bacon, of Augnsta,
and Thowmpson, of Brunswick, who subsequently reported, “ That
in their opinion, the time for the Annual Meeting of the Grand
Lodge should be altered to the first Wednesday in Mey, instead
of the 23d day of June.”

This Report was aceepted, and ordered to be placed on ﬁl_e,
and ib was further ordered that the subject matter be published
and forwarded to the several lodges in this State for their con-
sideration,

On mofion,

Vated, That the Grand Lodge do not deem it expedient to proceed, at this
time, to the election of officers, but that the present officers hold over to
the Annnal Communication in June next.

On motion,

Vaoted, That the Grand Secretary be authorized to procure printed enpies
of the proceedings of the Grand Lodge heretofore published, as far back as
he may be able, and cause thewm to be bound ap for the use of the Grand
Lodge.

On motion,

Valed, That & Committee of three ba appointed to correrpond with the
several 1), D. ;. Masters, and ascertain if they are severally in possession of
their appropriate Regalia: and Bros. Harding, of Thomaston, Miller, of
Warren, and Putney, of Portland, were appointed accordingly.

On motion,

Voted, That the subject of procuring an additional number of diplomas for
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the use of lodges nnder this jurisdiction, be referred to Bro, Henry . Boody,
to report ut the next Communication.

The Committee of Finance made a report, which was read, and
thereupon, on motion,

Voted, That it be recommitted, with instructions to report fully at the
next Annual Communication.

Bro. John C. Humphreys, in behalf of the Committee ap-
pointed for that purpose, submitted the following report, viz

*The Committee of the Grand Lodge chosen at the Annual Communica-
tion in January last, to consider the proposition submited by Bro, Washburn
to alter the Sth Section of the 4th Chapter of the By-Laws, by substituting
Sixteen dollars instead of Nineteen dollars, so that the fees o be required
for conferring the first three degrees of Masonry, shall not be less than Six-
teen dollars; report, that in their opinion said alteration sLiould not be
adopted by the Grand Lodge.

The Cotnmittee have also considered the proposition submitted at that
Communication by Bro. Nichols, to alter said Section of the By-Laws so that
the fees for conferring the first three degrees in Masonry shall not be less
than Ffteen dollars, and report, as their opinion, that said proposition should
be adopted by the Grand Lodge.

They have also considered the proposition sabmitted at an adjournment of
Communication, Jan. 50, 1845, by Bro. Daniel Winslow, to alter the 4th Chap.,
11th Seet, of the By-Laws, by striking out “ Two dollary for every person in-
itiated therein” and inserting ** ten per cent, upon sueh amount as shall be
received for Initiating, Crafting and Raising,” and report, that in their
opinion said alteration should not be made.

JOHN C. HUMPHREYS, Chairman,

Which report was read and accepted; and thereupon the
proposition to amend the 8th Seetion of the 4th Article of the
By-Laws of the Grand Lodge, so that the fees for conferving the
first three degrees of Masonry shall not be less than Fifeen
Dollars, was adopted,

On motion,

Voted, That all the dues from subordinate lodges to the Grand Lodge be
remitted up to this time, and that to all such lodges as have not yet resumed
work, one year's dues be vemitted from and after the time when they shall
commence work.

On motion,

Vated, That a Committee of three be raised to revise the By-Laws of the
26
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Grand Lodge, and to make their report thereon at the Anpual Communica-
tion in June next.

And Bros. John T. Paine, of Sanford, and William A. Drew
and James L. Child, of Augusta, were appointed for that purpose.

The Grand Lodge was then closed in due form.

This record of the Proceedings of the Grand Lodge is made
up from doecuments on file, and from memoranda left by the late
Grand Secretary, R. W. Bro. Charles Fox,* deceased, by

(. B. SMITH, R. G. See. pro tem.

#Bro. Fox died in Boston, July 27, 1845, having gone there to consult the Medieal
Faculty of that city, in reference to his disense, which was pulmonary.
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SPECIAL COMMUNICATION.

A Special Communication of the Grand Lodge of Maine, was
holden at Masons” Hall in Brunswick, on Wednesday, July 16,
1845,

Presext—M. W. JOHN T. PAINE, Grand Master.
R. W. ALEX. H. PUTNEY, 8. G. Warden.
*  JOHN C. HUMPHREYS, J. G. Warden,

W. HENRY H. BOODY, Grand Treasurer.

*  JOSIAH W, MITCHELL, G. Secretary, p. L.

The Grand Lodge was opened in due form by the Grand
Master.

The following preamble and resolution were then offered by
R. W. Bro. Joux C. Humpnriys, and unanimously adopted, viz :

“ Whereas, The President of Bowdoin College has requested the Grand
Lodge of Maine, to lay in ample form the Corner Stone of King Chapel,
about being erected in Brunswick, on the 16th of July inst., with which re
quest the Grand Master has eonsented to comply : therefore,

“ Resolved, That the Grand Lodge will now proceed in Grand Procession, to
the College grounds, accompanied by the several Masonic Lodges and Chap
ters in attendance, and under the escort of the Boston and Maine Eneamp-
ments of Knights Templar, there to lay, in ample form, the Corner Stone of
the Chapel about to be erected for the use of said College,”

In accordance with this resolution, a Grand Procession was
then formed, and marched to the College grounds, where they
were joined by the Government, Officers and Students of the
College; and having arrived at the site of the new edifice, the
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interesting ceremony of laying the Corner Stone was ably con-
ducted, agreeably to ancient Masonic nsage, by the M, W, Grand
Master, assisted by the M. W. Rosert P. Dusnar, Past Grand
Master, and the other officers of the Grand Lodge; and in a
manner highly gratifying to a very large multitude of spectators
assembled to witness the same.

The ceremonies having been completed, the Procession was
reformed, and returned in duoe order, when, on leaving the Col-
lege grounds, they were greeted with three hearty and enthusias-
tie cheers by the numerous body of students of the College ; and
having arrived at their place of meeting,

The Grand Lodge was closed in due form.

Recorded from the original minutes, by

CHARLES B. SMITH, R. G. Sec. pro tem.
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ANNUAL COMMUNICATION.

1846,

The Annual Communication of the M. W. Grand Lodge of
Maine, was holden at Masons’ Hall, in Portland, on the 23d day
of June, A. L. 5846, and was opened in due form at 9 o’clock A. M.
Prasent—M. W. JOHN T, PAINE, Grand Master.

R. W. ALEXANDER II. PUTNEY, 8. G. Warden.

“  JOHN MILLER, J. G. Warden, p. £,
bl HENRY H. BOODY, Grand Treasurer.

“  CHAS B. SMITH, Ree. G. Secretary, p. &
W. JONATHAN SMITH, Grand Marshal.

“  CYRUS CUMMINGS, Grand Chaplain.

“  WILLIAM A. DREW, “ “

“  NELSON RACKLYFT,  S.G. Deacon.

“  CHARLES FOBES, J. G. Deacon, p. &

“  ASA BAILEY, G. Sword Bearer.

“  STEPHEN SWETT, Graad Tyler.

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

R, W. Aernoe McArrnor, Evisaa Haroixe and Joseen Suirm.

JLodges represented :

1. Porreann, by Freeman Bradford, M.

8. Uwiren, by Abner B. Thompson, M.

0. Saco, by Thomas P Tufts, M ; John Spring, J. W.
12. Cuomserraxn, by John Hateh, M.

14  Soras, by John Elliot, S, W.

156. Owriunt, by Arthur Shirley, Proxy.

16. 8t. Guoues, Ly Joba Miller, Proxy.
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17. Asxcrest Lanp-Mark, by Charles Fobes, S. W.; William Allen, J, W,
23. Freegrorrt, by Robert R. Kendall, M ; John Collins, J. W.

30. Brazixe Star, by Erastus Hilborn, Proxy.

31. Usiox, by John W. Lindley, Proxy.

Bros, Harding and MeArthur were appointed a Committee on
Credentials, who, having attended to the duties assigned them,
reported—

That Bros. John Miller, Arthur Shirley, Erastas Hilborn and John W,

Lindley were severally eotitled to seats in the Grand Lodge, by virtue of
Jetters of Proxy by them presented respectively.

‘Which report was accepted.
Bros, Bradford and Thompson were then appointed a Commit-
tee to audit the accounts of the Grand Treasurer,

On motion,

Voted, That all Master Masons of regnlar standing, who may desire it, be
admitted as visitors at this Communication of the Grand Lodge.

A communication and return was received from K. W. Simon
Foss, D. D, G. M. of the Seventh Masonic District, showing a
settlement by lim with the lodges in his Distriet, and that—

He has in his bands fees collected of Rising Virtue Lodge, at Bangor

amounting to $28.00
And of Penobscot Lodge, at Dexter, amounting to 24.00

Total in his hands, 852.00
And that there is due from Meridian Splendor Lodge, at Newport,

the sum of $18.00

Read and ordered to be placed on file.

R. W. Bro. Elisha Harding, D. D. G. M. of the Fourth Ma-
sonic District, presented returns from Orient Lodge, at Thomas-
ton, St. George’s Lodge, at Waldoborough, Union Lodge, at
Union, and Solar Lodge, at Bath.

R. W. Arthur MeArthar, D. D. G. M. of the Eighth Masonic
Distriet, presented the return of Saco Lodge, at Saco.

A return from Bethlehem Lodge, at Augusta, was received
from R. W. Joseph Abbott, D. D. G. M. of the Third Masonic
District, and dues paid to June 20, 1846, amounting to $13.00.
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A refurn was also received from Blazing Star Lodge, at Rum-
ford, to Sept. 1, 1845,

On motion of Bro. William A. Drew,

Voted, That Bros. Drew, Thompson and Harding, be a Committee to wait
upon the M, W. Joseph R. Chandler, Esq., Past Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Pennsylvania, now in this eity, and invite him to a seat in this
Grand Lodge.

The Committee proceeded immediately in the discharge of the
duty assigned them, and directly returned and introduced to the
Grand Master the M. W. Bro. Chandler, who was thereupon duly
presented to the Grand Lodge, and by them received with that
high respect and friendly greeting which is due to so distin-
guished a hrother,

The Committee appointed to andit the accounts of the Grand
Treasurer, reported :

That they had examined his aceount of receipts and expenditures for the
past year, and find he has received the following suns, viz:

Amount in bhis bands at last Communication, 5413
Dividends on Bank Swek, 220,00
Total, $224.13
That lie has paid for the purposes of Charity, $15.00
Expenses, 42,50
Regalia, 46.41
Salaries, 45.90
$140.81
Balance in his hands, 7432
222413

The accounts appear to bave been carefully kept and legally vouched.
The property of the Grand Lodge remains the same as at the last Annual
Communieation, and for an account tbereof the Committee refer to the
Grand Treasurer’s report on file. Submitted by

F. BRADFORD,

June 23, 1846, A. B. THOMPSON, } Committee.

Report read and aceepted.

Letters of invitation were received from Committees of the
fraternity at Portsinouth, N. H., and Bethlehem Lodge, at Augnsta,
Me., inviting the Grand Lodge to the celebration of the 24th of
June inst., at those places respectively. Read and placed on file,
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Bro. William A. Drew, from the Committee on Foreign Cor-
respondence, made a report, which was read and accepted, and
ordered to be published with the proceedings of the Grand
Lodge.

On motion,

Voted, That the officers and members of the Grand Lodge, residing on the
Kennebee, and sneh others as may unite with them, be authorized to form
and open a Grand Lodge at Angusta on the 24th inst., for the purpose of at-
tending and participating in the Masonic festival then to be celebrated in
thattown; and that the Grand Treasurer be requested to forward the Grand
Lodge jewels to Augusta, Lo be used on that interesting oceasion.

On motion,

Voted, That all foreign communications be referred to the Committee on
Foreign Correspondence.

On motion,

Voted, Now to proceed to the election of Grand Officers for the ensuing
year.

Bros. Harding and MeArthur were appointed a Committee to
receive, sort and count the votes, who, having attended to that
duty, reported the several Grand Officers to be unanimonsl y elect-
ed, as follows, viz:

M. W. JOHN T. PAINE, of Sanford, Grand Master,

R. W. ALEX. . PUTNEY, of Portland, Senior Grand Warden.

R. W, JOHN C. HUMPHREYS, of Brunswick, Junior Grand Warden.
R. W. HENRY H. BOODY, of Portland, Grand Treasurer.

R. W. CHARLES B. SMITII, of Portland, Recording G. Secretary,

R. W. Bros. Freeman Bradford, Jonathan Smith and Alexan-
der H. Putney, were elected a Committee of Finance for the en-
suing year.

The Grand Master then announced the following appoint-
ments for the ensning year, viz:

R. W, ELISHA HARDING, of East Thomaston, Depaty Grand Master.,

W. NATHAN C. FLETCHER, of Fast Thomaston, C. G. Secretary,

" JONATHAN SMITH, of Westbrook, Grand Marshal.
 Rev. CYRUS CUMMINGS, of Westbrook, Grand Chaplain,
" “ WILLIAM A. DREW, of Augusta, "
" " CYRIL PEARL, of Harrison, " =
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W. Rev. GILES BAILEY, of Brunswick, Grand Chaplain.
“  NELSON RACKLYFT, of Portland, 8. G. Deacon.
“  JOSEPH CLARK, of Waldoborough, J. G. Deacon.

“  THOMAS P. TUFTS, of Saco, Grand Steward.
“  MATTHEW HASTINGS, of Calais, o %
“  THOMAS S, BOWLES, of Bath, “ i
“  JOHN PURINTON, of Portland, T %

“  ASA BAILEY, of Freeport, G. Sword Bearer.

*  JOSIAH PIERCE, of Gorham, Grand Pursuivant.
“*  SAMUEL BRADLEY, of Hollis, w

" STEPHEN SWETT, of Portland, Grand Tyler.

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS.

First District—R. W. Joseph Smith, of Portland,

Second Districl—R. W. Hezekiah Hutchins, Jr., of Rumford.
Third Dislrict—R, W, Lory Bacon, of Augusta.

Fourth District—R. W. John W. Lindley, of Thomasten.
Fifth Distriot—R. W. Frye Hall, of Belfast.

Sixth Districl—R. W, Jeremiah Fowler, of Lubee,

Seventh District—R. W. Joseph Prescott, of Garland,
Eighth District—R. W. Arthur McArthur, of Limington.

On motion,

Voted, That when the Grand Lodge adjonrn, they will adjonrn to Monday
evening next, the 20th inst

A communication was received from a Committee of Arrange-
ments, appointed by the City Government of the city of Port-
land, inviting this Grand Lodge to unite with their fellow citi-
zens, and participate in a public celebration of the 4th of July
proximo, which they are making arrangements to get up in con-
nection with the “breaking ground” of the Atlantic and St.
Lawrence Railroad. Read and laid upon the table,

On motion,

Voted, That the sum of $12.50 be and is hereby appropriated to pay in
part the expense of a band of musie, which Is to aceompany the numerous
body of Masons, who have engaged to attend the Masonic Festival at Ports-
mouth on the 24th inst.

On motion,

Voted, That the Grand Lodge will hold a session for business on the
Tuesday next preceding the first Thursday in November next.
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R. W. Bro, Joseph M, Gerrish was elected a Trustee of the
Charity Fund of the Grand Lodge,

R. W. Bros. William A. Drew, Alexander H. Putney and
Charles B. Smith, were elected . Committee on Foreign Corre-
spondence for the ensuing year.

The meeting of the Grand Lodge was then adjourned.

Attest, CHARLES B. SMI'TH, Ree. G. Secretary,

Masons’ Harr, Portland, June 29, 1846,

The Grand Lodge was duly opened according to adjournment,

Presgxr—R. W. ALEX. H. PUTNEY, Grand Master, p. &,
i FREEMAN BRADFORD, S8.G. Warden, p. .
i ASA BAILEY, J. G. Warden, p. .
o HENRY H. BOODY, Grand Treasurer.
1¥ CHARLES B. SMITH, Ree, Grand Secretary.
° JONATHAN SMITH, 8. G. Deacon, p. b
Hy CHARLES FOBES, J. G. Deacon, p. ¢
b STEPHEN SWETT, Grand Tyler.

The communieation of the Committee of Arrangements of the
City Government of the city of Portland to this Grand Lodge,
inviting us to participate in the celebration of the 4th of July,
in econnection with the object of “hreaking ground” of the At-
lantic and 8t. Lawrence Railroad, was then taken up and con-
sidered ; and after due deliberation, it was, on motion,

Voted, That the Grand Lodge do anceept the invitation of the city author-

ities as aforesaid, and that we will attend and participate in the ceremonies
and festivities of the day.

On motion of R. W. Bro, Boody,

Voled, To reconsider the vote whereby the Grand Lodge accepted the
report of the Committee on Foreign Correspondence; and that the same be
referred to the Committee on Foreign Correspondence just appointed for the
ensuing year, with instiuetions to expunge any such portion thereof as they
may deem improper or inexpedient to publish,

On motion,
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Voted, That R. W. Bros. Patney, Bradford, Bailey, Jona, Smith and
Winslow be a Committee to eonfer with the Chief Marshal appointed by the
City Government, in relation to the position of the masonic bodies in the
procession to be formed on the 4th; and to make all necessary arrangements
in reference to the same. And that said Committee, with the Grand Secre-
tary, be requested to give dne notice of such arrangements, by publishing a
programme of the same so far as relates to the formation of the several
masonie bodies in the procession,

On motion,

Voted, That the Grand Treasurer be requested to procure, as early as
convenient, an additional number of diplomas for Masier Masons.

On motion,

Voted, That the Recording Grand Secretary be instructed to require all
lodges, which do not pay fees to the Grand Lodge, to pay the cost of all
diplomas furnished them.

On motion, ]

Voted, That when the Grand Lodge adjourns, it be for two weeks from
this evening, viz,, to Monday evening, July 13th.

On motion,

Voted, That the Maine Encampment of Knights Templar be invited to
perform escort duty to the several masonic bodies on the 4th.

The Grand Lodge was then adjourned.
Attest, C. B. SMITH, flee. G. Secrctary.

Masons’ Harr, Portland, July 4, 1846,

In accordance with previous arrangements, the Grand Lodge
assembled at 9 o'clock A, M., for the purpose of participating in
the ceremonies and festivities of this National Anniversary, in
connection with the cherished act of “breaking ground,” as the
commencement of a great and highly important enterprise, the
construction of a Railroad from the City of Portland to the City
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of Montreal, in the provinceof Canada. Having formed a Grand
Procession, attended by the Portland and Ancient Land-Mark
Lodges, and Mount Vernon Royal Arch Chapter, escorted by the
Maine Encampment of Knights Templar, the Grand Lodge pro-
ceeded to join the procession of their fellow-ecitizens, composed
of several other organized societies, the Directors of the Atlantic
and St. Lawrence Railroad Company, the officers of the City
Government of the City of Portland, a delegation of gentlemen
from Montreal, in Canada, being Directors of the Canadian por-
tion of the road, the Governor and Council of the State, the
members of the Senate and House of Representatives of Maine,
and citizens and strangers from various parts of the State.

The general procession being thus formed, moved throngh sev-
eral of the prineipal streets of the city, and thenee to a mammoth
pavilion on Munjoy’s Hill, where a generous and well provided
collation had been prepared for their use by the City of Port-
land ; after partaking of which, the procession was re-formed
and proceeded o the line of the contemplated Railroad, near the
shore of Portland Harbor, upon the eastern side of Munjoy's
Hill, where, in the presence of an immense multitude of specta-
tors, the interesting ceremony of “breaking ground” was per-
formed by the President and Directors of the Corporation, assist-
ed by a portion of the Montreal delegation, the Governor of
the State, the Mayor ot the city, and others, accompanied by
the discharge of gnns and the ringing of the city bells, A num-
ber of inferesting and animated speeches were then made by the
President of the Corporation, the Governor of the State, the
M. W. Grand Master of the Grand Lodge, and several other distin-
guished speakers. After which, the Grand Lodge and other
masonie bodies returned to their respective places of meeting,
and then separated.

Attest, C. B. SMITH, Ree. G. Seeretary.
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Masoxs' Harr, Portland, July 13, 1846.

The Grand Lodge met according to adjournment, and was
opened at T} o'clock P. M.

Presext—R. W. ALEX. H. PUTNEY, Grand Master, p. .
- ASA BAILEY, S. G. Warden, p. L
*  JOHN PURINTON, J. G. Warden, p. .
“  HENRY 1L BOODY, Grand Treasurer.
“  CHARLES B. SBMITI. Ree. G. Seerctary,
W. DANIEI, WINSLOW, 8. G. Deacon, p. L
-y CHARLES FOBRES, J. G. Deagon, p. t.
. STEPHEN SWE'T'T, Grand Tyler.

The following bills were presented, examined and approved,
and ordered to be paid, viz:

Asa Cummings' bill for £00.75
Holden & Sanborn's bill for 10.87
Gerrish & Edwards’ bill for 4.50
William R. Bmith's bill for 1.00
Elisha Harding’s bill for 8.05
C. B. Smith's bill for 3.08

Berry’s bill for 4.00

Voted, That the Grand Treasurer be authorized to settle with Mr. Sands,
of Brupswick, for services on July 16, 1845.

Bro. John Miller’s bill for expenses incurred by him as Grand
Lecturer, was presented ; and

On motion,

Voled, That the same be allowed ; and that the Grand Treasurer be an-
thorized to advance the sum of $30 on said bill, and to pay the balance
thereof as soon as Bro. Miller shall make his official return, speeifying what
lodges he has visited in his capacity of Grand Lecturer, together with the
condition and prospects of said lodges.

The Committee of Finance made a report, recommending that
the usual sum of Thirty Dollars be allowed to the Recording
Grand Seeretary for his services the past year. Read and
accepted, and the Grand Treasurer was authorized to pay the
same.

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence, to whom was re-
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committed their recent report, with instructions, now submitted
the same with amendments, and the same was aceepted as amend-
ed and ordered to be published with the other proceedings of
the Grand Lodge as follows, viz:

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence for the present masonie year,
respectfully repor:

That all the communications made to this Grand Lodge, and which have
been placed in their bands for examination, are only those received previous
to June 23, 1845, and that conseguently they aresnot able to report upon any
communications that may have been received by and for the Grand Lodge
within the year now just closed. The communieations alluded to, embrace
the proceedings of the Grand Lodges of Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina,
Florida, Mississippi, Texas, Illinois and Wisconsin ; and an address in pam-
phlet form, delivered before the Grand Lodge of Illinois, Oclober, 1844, by
R. W. Bro. H. 8. Cooley, Grand Orator of said lodge, formerly a ocitizen of
Augusta, in our own State. By all these communications, your Commities
are happy to learn that Masonry is in a flourishing condition throughouat the
bounds of these several Grand Lodges; nor ean they doubt that it is in eir
cuwstances of equal prosperity throughout the United States generally, In
Europe, particularly in England, Ireland, France, Germany, Switzerland and
Prussia, we know from the correspondence which the Grand Lodges of New
York and Texas have had with the Grand Lodges of those kinzdoms, the
ancient order of Freemasonry is extending itself with great rapidity.
Indeed, Lo no part of the civilized world can & Mason now go, where he will
not find a brother and a home, according to his need.  An institution so uni-
versal, is the more valuable on aceount of its universality.

Your Committee find in the proceedings of the Grand Lodges in their pos-
session, mueh said and something done, in relation to the establishment of a
Trienuial Convention of the Grand Lodges of the United States, or what is
the same thing, the organization of a General Grand Lodge of the Ameriean
republic. This subject will come before the Grand Lodge of Maine for its
action during the present, session, which is referred to the able report of its
Committee of Correspondence for the last year, in which the facts are pre
sented for the consideration of the Fraternivy in Maire,

It is not possible, in the present paper, to review all the interesting subjects
suggested by the pampblets in the possession of your Committee. They
will, therefore, content themselves with calling the attention of the Grand
Lodge to such parts of their proceedings as they may find time and room to
notice, which they deem of special importance, Appended to the proceedings
of the Grand Lodge of Maryland, we notice a list of all the lodges in tha
State, with the names of their Past Masters and present officers, the names
of all the Master Masons, Fellow Craits, and Entered Apprentices, who
have received either or all of these degrees within the preceding year ; also
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the names of all the members of the lodges, together with the publication of
all who have been suspended or expelled, and for what cause, This informa-
tion is important to the fraternity, not only within the bounds of a Grand
Lodge itself, but also to the whole brotherhood throughout the land ; and we
could wish that such a list of lodges, officers and brethren might be prepared
and published in connection with the proceedings of this Grand Lodge,

The Grand Lodges of New York, Kentueky and some other States publish
and trausmit to their subordinate lodges, annually, and to all the Grand
Lodges in the United States, not only a list of all the masons in the State,
belanging to Indges, but also the names of suspended and expelled members,
and the causes of such suspensions and expulsions. The pamphlet from the
Grand Lodge of Maryland, embracing its own proceedings, contains the whole
list of these names from New York. Aund as it shows how Masonry regards
no man for Lis worldly wealth or honor, for the profession he makes, or the
position he oceupies, and how impartially itenjoins the fulfillment of the four
cardinal virtues, Tomperance, Fortitude, Prudenee and Justice, your Com-
mittee preswme it will not be uninteresting if we repeat & few exnmples of
fidelity in sneh Masonic labors. Union Lodge, No. 95, New York, suspended
a member for six months for intemperance, Jernsalem Lodge, No. 9, Ken-
tucky, expelled a member for swindling. Springfield Lodge, No. 50, expelled
a member for selling a free negro and absconding. Washington Lodge, No.
79, expelled & member for drunkenness and profanity. Good Faith Lodge,
No, 95, expelled a member for officiul swindling, while acting as an officer.
Cowan Lodge, No. 9%, expelled a member for adultery. By these things the
fraternity are not only warned against unworthy brethren, but the world can
see whial ure the moral principles of Masonry, and how promptly it does, or
should, discountenance in any member, intemperance, fraod, licentionsness,
profanity, and unfaithfuiness to the government of the land. In connection
with this matter, your Committee wounld take occasion to say that, as Free-
masonty is a moral work, directed to the rearing of a moral and Masonic
edifice or temple, by the aid of its appropriate tools, the grand object of all
Masonie lodges shonld be to knock off the rough eorners, hew, square, level
and plumb the moral eharacter of every member, in order that he may be
fitted and prepared for the place designed for bim in the celestial Temple
above, by the Grand Architest of the Universe. The Masters of all oar
lodges, Grand and subordinate, should set the craft to labor in relation to
this high design, and give them proper instruction accordingly. The Grand
Lecturer of Virginia, R. W. 1. D. McCabe, seems to have a just view of this
matter. In reporting the results of his mission amongst the lodges of the
State, hie says:

“ Every day's experience and observation tends to confirm me in the be-
lief, that it is not only necessary that the presiding officers of our lodges
teach, but also practice as well ag teach, the pure lessons of our ritual, in
order to make the institution what it was designed to be—a blessing to hu-
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manity. 1 have endeavored to instruct the lodges which I have visited, not
only in ' the form of sound words" transmitted from our fathers, but also
by precept and practice, to enforee the duty of reverence for Deity and his
Sabbath—brotherly love, relief and truth; temperance, fortitude, prudence
and justice, without the observance of which, and their eonstant practice, no
man, however perfect in mere forms; ean ever claim the high and distin-
guished appellation of Mason., And 1 am bappy in being able to state, that
these efforts have been blessed by the Supreme Grand Master, to individuals
in the correction of their moral charncter, and to communities in removing
reproaches, and allaying the most vielent prejudices.”

We notice that in wost of the Grand Lodges in communication with this
Grand Lodge, the M, W. Grand Masters of the same, atthe Annual Com-
munications, make an address to the G. Lodge, reviewing the eondition of
the cause thronghout its jurisdiction, and making such suggestions, and
offering such advice and counsel as eircumstances seem to require. These
addresses are published in the minutes, and the several topies treated on by
the official head, are referred to appropriate cominittess, by whom they arve
considered and reported apon.  Your Committee highly approve of this prac-
tice, and are Lhe more anxious to see it established in Maine, since it is our
peculiar good fortune to hove a Grand Master so compatent to his duty, and
so ready and zealous in the discharge of it. The Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of Mississippi, in his annual address, amongst othier things, calls the
attention of his Grand Lodge w the subject of systematizing Masonie char-
ities and making them more eficient. The following is an extract from his
cominunication :

“T learn with umningled feelings of gratification, that some of our subor-
dinate lodges have lately adopted a system of action, which seoures to every
sick brother, duving his illness, the constant attendance of a Master Mason.
The Masters of these subordinate lodges ave required to appoint wonthly a
Committee, whose sole duty consists in ascertaining the invnlids among
them, and appointing daily two Master Masons to attend ench indisposed
brother. The unparalleled mortality of the past year has convineed us all, not
only of the ufility, but of the absolute necessity of some general permanent
system of this character, and I should prove recreant to duty, did I not urge
upon this Grand Lodge the propriety of adopting effectual measures to se-
cure this desirable end. 'To visit the sick, and to supply their wants and
administer comfort, is one of the grand charitics of our order; but to effect
this, organization and system are absolutely necessary. Divided daty is
seldam performed, and that which should be the duty of all, usually receives
the attention of none. Let us, Brethren, adopt effective measures to free our-
selves from the chiarge of neglizence in this particular. Let us not apply the
speculative character of our work to our charity, but rather let us practice
out of our lodges the excellent lessons of brotherly love, relief and charivy,
which are taught in them, Let us ook through the emblems and symbols of
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Freemasonry, to the discharge of great moral duties which they inculeate,
and we mny confidently anticipate the day when the uniform and salutary,
though silent and unseen influence of our principles, will effectually silence
the tongue of calumny, and weaken, if not forever extinguish the unjustifiable
rancor and hatred of our enemies.”

It is the certainty of aid and assistance, in case of sickness and distress,
provided for by the lodges of Odd Fellows, that tnay have, within the past
three or four years, caused snch a rush for their doors, as we all have wit-
nessed. Masonry professes to be more emphatically a charitable institution,
Should she not offer as great a certainty of brotherly love, relief and truth to
every one who enters hier sanctuaries, as can be secured elsewhers ! A
brother’s relation, established by the admission of every individual into this
fraternity, should secure, beyond failure, a brolher's forgiveness of errors,
sympathies for his misfortunes, and relief in the time of danger and of need,
at home or abroad. If anything can be done, by the revision of our By-Laws,
o systematize Masonio charities, your Committee think mueh prosperity to
the order would be the result,

Your Comnittee notice that by the regulations of the Mississippi Grand
Lodge, all Masons within its jurisdiction, whether they are members of sub-
ordinate lodges or not, are taxed anuually, bave to pay the tax to the nearest
local lodge, and the funds so collected are expended under the direction of
proper officers, appointed by the Grand Lodge, in the gratuitous education
of orphan children of deceased brethren, Thus, the obligations of Masonry
are made binding even on those who, for any cause, choose not to connect
themselves with a subordinate lodge. If the penally of being a lodge mem-
ber now ig that he is liable to be taxed, and the privilege of not being a lodge
member is, that he is therefore free from the pecuniary obligations involved
in his general Masonic duties, we submit whether it may not be right and
useful that this and other Grand Lodges adopt some such rule, to reach the-
whole fraternity, as the Grand Lodge of Mississippi bas established.

The Grand Lodge of Texns have appointed our M. W, Grand Master, John
T. Paine, Esq., as its official representative near this Grand Lodge, and have
recommended our worthy Bro. E. Allen, of Washington, of the (then Repub-
lic, now) State, as a suitable person to represent this Grand Lodge near the
Grand Lodge of Texas. Bro. Allen formerly resided in Norridgewock, in
our State; and in the proceedings we are happy to notice the prominent ac-
tivity of the late citizens of Maine, particularly of Bro. Timothy Pillsbury,
formerly of Eastport, Bro. M. P'. Norton, formerly of Canaan, and Bro.
Henry J. Jewett, of Bangor. Tt will be recollected that two years ago, this
Grand Lodge received an official visit from R. W, George K. Teulon, a dele-
gate from the Texas Grand Lodge to Masonic Bodies in America and Eng-
land, His communication was made the subject of a special report to this
Grand Lodge, by Bros. Child, Thompson and Putney, reciprocating the fra.

a7
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ternal wishes of the Texas brethren to establish a corregpondence with ns.
It seems due o this matter that the following action of the Grand Lodge of
Texas, at its next subsequent meeting, be incorporated in this Report

“The select Committee to whom was referred the communication of R, W,
Bro. G, K, Teulon, made the following report:

“To the Most Worshiprul Grand Master, Wardens
and Brethren of the Grand Lodge of Texas,

“The special Committes to whom was referred so much of the communica-
tion addressed under date of the 28th Jaly last, to this Grand Lodge, by our
worthy brother and representative, G. K. Teulon, as relales to his recent
visit to the Grand Lodge of Maine, and its proceedings on his proposition in
bebalf of this Grand Lodge, have had the same ander consideration, and beg
leave to repori—That the latter acknowledges, with feelings of no ordinary
satisfaction, the receipt of their proceedings on the proposition made to them
by our worthy representative before named ; announcing their cheerful co-
operation in establishing, between these institutions, separated by distance,
but united in purpose, those intimate but frequent intercommunications
which their joint labors in the erection of that common moral and Masonic
edifice, whose foundations are commensurate with the world, demands.
The gratification which our brethren of that Grand Lodge experienced at the
intelligence, announcing to them the flonrishing condition of Masonry in
Texus, reacts with powerful and cheering influence npon the interests and
progress of the institution here. We hail the sign from afar, which cheers
us onward in the stroggle of virtuous effort, and in the path of charity, to
the goal of distinguished success; and while we reciprocate, in a spirit of
fraternal sympathy, with our bretbren of the * Mystic Tie," in the East, those
sentiments of congratulation and friendship so happily expressed in their
response to our overture, we feel that we should not act up to the spirit of
that response, should we fail to cultivate and enlarge the system of inter-
course which this propitious connection with our eastern brethiren suggests,
by instituting a like connection, so far as practicable, with our brethren
throughout the world ; to which end, your Committes recommend the adop-
tion of the following resolutions, as initiatory and introductory to the ac-
complishment of the design suggested.

M, P, NORTON,

i - ].IL - 1 -
IR SLLE, . Clomamittee.
HENRY J. JEWETT,

TIMOTHY PILLSBURY,

Waslington, A. L, 6845, Jan. 15.

“ Itesolved, 1st, That the M. W. Grand Master of this Grand Lodge, be
requested to appoint our wortby Bro. John T. Paine, of Sanford, in the State
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of Maine, as the resident delegate of this Grand Lodge, to the M. W. Grand
Lodge of the State of Maine.

" Resolved, 2d, That our worthy Bro. E. Allen, of Washington, be recom-
mended to the M. W. Grand Lodge of Maine, as eminently worthy of the
confidence of that M. W. Grand Lodge; and tbat his appointment, as resi-
dent delegate to this Grand Lodge, be respectfully invited.”

It would afford your Committee pleasure to notice the topies suggested by
the correspondence with other Grand Lodges, but both time and room forbid.

On the whole, the Fraternity has reason to rejoice in the present prospects
of Masonry., The wild tornado which prejudice and passion had raised
against the institution, has spent its foree, and died from the very acts of its
own violence. It was not becoming in Masonry, a purely moral and chari-
table institution, to stand up and fight a—wind. It was more suitable that
it should, for a time, bend to the storm till its fury should have passed.
That time has come. The storm is over, the cloud has passed, the sun shines
out again in the beauty and glory of high twelve; the calm is anspicious of
peace and good fellowship. In resuming the implements of the craft, let
them be kept bright and polished by the constant work of love, directed to
the erection of that Tempile of which all good Masons may hope to be a part,
in that “Jerusalemn which is above, and which is Free, and which is the
Mother of us all."

All which is reapectfully submitted,
WILLIAM A. DREW, Per order,
(n motion,

"oted, That the several D. D. G. Masters be requested to cause proper
returns to be made from the several lodges in their districts respectively, and
the dues from said lodges for initiations for the year ending on the 25d of
June ult., to be paid over to the Grand Treasurer without delay.

The Grand Lodge then adjourned.

Attest, C. B. SMITH, Ree. G, Secretary.
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