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ERLAND A. DANFORTH SR.

SOUTH CHINA -- Erland A. Danforth Sr., 79, of South China died Sunday, Aug. 5, 2007,
at his home following a long iliness.

He was born Oct. 6, 1927, in Bowdoin, the son of Ernest and Clarissa Danforth. He
entered the Air Force in September 1951 and was honorably discharged in June 1953,

For 33 years, he was employed by the state of Maine as a grader operator and retired as
a crew foreman in Franklin County in 1977, Retirement consisted of a very busy schedule
of training and racing horses and construction work.

Having been around Maine harness racing for a number of years, he certainly enjoyed all
aspects, particularly the many friendships that where made with other owners, trainers
and drivers.

Over the years, his focus shifted from horse training to track maintenance and
conditioning. With his knowledge and grader operating abilities, he became very busy,
working different tracks throughout the state. He said he liked racing horses but he
always got a paycheck with the grader. He took great pride in putting out a "pretty good”
surface.

He received recognition for his work done on various tracks around the state

In 1991, he received "Trackman of the Year” at the Bangor Raceway -- fastest track in
Maine. Mitch Gallant, president of the Downeast Harness Horseman's Association, was
quoted in the Bangor Daily News as saying: "The track right now is in the best shape it
has ever been. They have hired Erland Danforth as the new track superintendent. He Is a
magician who transformed the track racing surface.”

He also received the track management award in 1999 given by the Maine Horseman's
Association. He was featured in the September 1999 issve of Hoofbeats magazine for
more than two decades as track superintendent at Farmington and holding the same
position at the Bangor and Windsor tracks. More recently, he rebuiit the racetrack in
Norway and, last year, was honored by dedicating the Friday of their meet as "Erland
Danforth Day" for years to come.

Erland was a loving husband, father, grandfather and great-grandfather. As well as
enjoying many friends throughout the state, he also enjoyed being with family, his work
and watching New England sports, especially the Red Sox and Patriots. He liked fishing, in
particular his annual fishing trip with his boys and friends to " Bulldog." In later years, he
liked watching old movies and visiting family and friends. He was a Mason and was a
honorary member of the Morning Star Lodge A.F. and A.M. 41 of Litchfield for more than
40 years.

He is survived by his wife of 52 years, Jean Shaw Gidney Danforth, of South China; four
sons, Erland "Landy" Danforth Jr. and his wife, Debbie, of Castleton, Vt., Richard Danforth
and his wife, Marly, of Hermon, Joseph Gidney of Sumter, Fla., and Ray Gidney and his
wife, Judy, of Windsor; daughter Rachel Danforth of East Wilton; nephews and nieces;
eight grandchildren and eight great-grandchildren; brothers Erest Danforth Jr. and his
wife, Nancy, of Farmingdale, Allen Danforth and his wife, Dorothy, of Farmington, and
Richard Gates of West Gardiner;, and sisters Evelyn Baker of Litchfield, and Lorraine
Hopkins and her husband, Ernest, of Randolph.
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WILLIAM A, DANFORTH

TOGUS — William A. Dan-
forth, 76, of Bethel, formerly of
lPorl;land, died Sunday evening
at the Veterans Facility after
a long illness.

Mr. Danforth was born Jan.
12, 1894, in Brownville, son of
Daniel and Lillian (Felt) Dan-
forth. He attended Portland
schools and as a young man
served in the Navy. Later, dur-

ing World War I, he served
in the Army, After the war he
entered the Railway Mail Serv-
ice, retiring in 1955. He moved
from Portland to Bethel three|
years ago.

He was a member of Preble
Chapel; a 50-year member of
Deering Lodge, AF&AM; a

member of Mount Sinai Chap-
ter, RAM, the Harold T. An-
drews Post, AL; Cumberland
Barracks of World War I Vet-
erans and Bethel Barracks of
WWI Veterans. - ' =

Besides his wife, the former
Edith M, Young, he is survived
by a son, Arthur D. of Port-
‘land; a stepdaughter, Mrs.
| Georgia Brooks of Bethel; four
grandchildren and several
| great-grandchildren and a sis-
| ter, Mrs. Mary A. Barry, Port-
land.

Funeral services will be at
3 p.m. Thursday at 749 Con-
gress St. with the Rev. Arthur
Moore officiating. Interment
will be in Brooklawn Memorial
Park.
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ral services followed by¥Ma-
SC rites, will be held at 3 p. m
oday at 749 Congress Street for
Edward R. Daniels who died Monday
in the home of_his son, Edward G.
Daniels, 44 Pledant Avenue.
Daniels, who had been in failing|;
Ith several years, was born at|,
wrencetown, N. S., in 1884, He|-
pmme to the United States at the age
‘ot 14 and had been a resident of|
Portland 20 years. He was an em-
ploye pf the Portland High School
Stadium Association and a member|
of Atlantic Lodge of Masons and|
Clark Memorial Church.
He ja survived by his widow, Mis.
Effie G. Daniels; a daughter, Phyllis
l. Damel.s four sons, Charles, Ed-
‘ward, Herman and Bruce: two grand-
ehildren, Sandra and H. Wayne Dan-
liels, all of Portland; a sister, Mrs.
) lys Olson, Lynn, Mass.; and a
rother, George Daniels, Brockt.on,#
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